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IVriNUTES

The Dele^^ates to tlie " Shelby Association of Baptist

Churches," met at Liberty Church on Saturday before the

second Sunday in October, 1S61.

Introducto/y sermon preached l)y Elder T. P. Holcomb,

from the Second Epistle of Paul to Timothy, 2:4; after

which the delegates assembled in a School House near by,

and vrere called to order by the former Moileratoi", and the

Association opened by prayer, by Elder N^urris.

Letters from the Churclies Avere then called for, received

and read, and the names of the delegates enrolled, to-wit :

Beihcsda—N.J. Norris, *\Villiam Wilkiny, J. D. Teacle.

'Beaver Creel,:—Wesley Ai-mstrong, James Gould, John Russell.

Beulah—Jaines S. iJuycko,
''' James 11. Byers, D. A. Baker.

Liberty—T. P. Holcomb, J. R. Gilbkkt, /. II. B. Cnrdeii, A. Adams.
ColumOiimn—*A. FarncU, *A. Grubb?, A. A. Sterrett.

Mount Pis(faJi—Jame.s P. Fllmei;, *Robcrt Martin, *James M.
Raudles; S. A. Goss.

Mount Calvary—John Davis. •'•Clan ton Moore, W. W. Armstron/j^

William Price.

Pleasant Hill—Joseph Vandcrslicc, *John Burk, '''J. S. Pickens, J. Y.

Willis.

Friemhhij/—Levi Armstrong, W. K. Deshazo, "S. Brasher.-

Concord—*\¥illiamD. Shirley, James Kendrick, G. W. Weklcn.
Cnion—*Ijevi liawley, '''P. M. llolsouiback, II. AV. Bowers.
Broridence—*A. Norris T. J. Pkebman, T. E. Meuonv.
(JalboMa Valley—^R. Wood, John Bailey, ''"T. L. Miles.

Enon—Jackson Trucks, Iliram iMcKinncy, N. II. Thompson.
iMontevaMo—E. King, *N. IIa(;(;ari), B. D. Faggard.
Cahaha— Garland Jones, J. B. Glenn, Phillip A. I). Smith.
Dogwood Grote—Avery Lawlcy, W. F. Dcloche, James II. Ilolsom-

back, E. Lovclady.

Limeville—I). T. Seale, T. J. Robcrson, Benjamin S. Armstrong.
Six Mile*—J. 0. D. Trott, William J. Peters, *P. A. Kendrick.
Mount Pleasant-^ll. W. In-zek, E. G. Cook, *William Abbercrombic,

W. W. Thackerson.

Proceeded to the election of a Moderator and Clerk. El-

der T. P. Ilolcond^ re-elected Moderator, and A. A. Ster-

rett, Clerk.

The Constitution, Abstract of Principles, and Rales of
Decorum of the Association read.

An invitation to newly constituted churches, or those
dismissed from other Associations, to join this, given—when
Coolvs Spring^ St. Clair county, by her messengers, Levi
Perry, Thomas Ilazelwood and J. R, Lipp

—

Pleasant Grove,
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Slielby county, by her messengers, J. L. Brasher^ Asa
W(/ctt and Lai'kin VancUvere—and Mount .2^^W, dismissed
from the Mulberry Association, by her messengers, J. A.
Mullins, F. M. Vines and A. M. Mullins, petitioned by let-

ters for admission, and said churches being found ortho-

dox upon their abstract principles, were severally received
l)y the Moderator extending to the messengers the right

hand of fellowship.

A committee was appointed, consisting of Brethren Wood,
Garden, Peters, Fulmer and Gilljert, to divide the Associa-

tion into three districts, and to eiu|uire intt) the expediency
of liolding district meetings.

(>)rrcspondencc from other Associations called for,

and Letters and Messengers. J. A. Mullens and Willis

Langston received from the Mulbeny Association.

Committees appointed to arrange preacdiing during the

Association, consisting of Brethren Duycke, Peters, Deloche,
and the deacons of Liberty Church. T(» ai'range business

for the Association, Brethren King, Cai-(h'n,Teague, Wood,
tlie Moderator and Clerk. Ou Finance, Ih-ethren Bowers
and Xorris ; and on Documents, Teague, Carden and Inzer.

The committee on Preacliing reported Brother Mullins
to ])reach to-night, to be followed by Brother X(U'ris.

After singing and prayer by Brother Wood, adjourned
until 9^ o'clock, a. m., Monday.
Sunday morning the AssociaHoii and congregatinn met

in the Church by previ<jus appointment, at an early hour,

and engaged in prayer in belndf of our soldiers, who have
gone into the service of their country, andfor our country's

deliverance Ironi oppression ; after which the following

Brethren preached according to arrangement of committee:
Brother D. T. Scale the Missionary sernu)n, from liomans
10 : 13, 14 and 15, at the close of which a collection was
taken for Domestic Missions, of $12 00. In the afternoon
Brother R. Wood jn-eached to a large and attentive congre-

gation, and at night Brother T. J. Freeman occupied the

stand, followed b}' Brother Meron_y, and jireached to an
attentive congregation. Mav God i)lcss the labors of the

day. J__
Monday Mokning, 'J o'clock, a. m.

Association met according to adjournment, and after

j)rayer by Bro. Inzer, }>roceeded to business.

Called the roll and marked absentees

The Committee on Arrangements made their report as to

order of business, which was received and adopted, and
Committee discharged.



l]rotlier Scale offercMl tlie foUowino; resolution :

Resolved^ That the Association request the several Churches compo-

sing this body to observe the first Saturday in each month as a day of

solemn fasting and prayer to Ahnighty tiod for the health and morals of

our army, the success of our arms, and the speedy acknowledgment of

the independence of the Confederate States of America, and the return

cf peace.

ResoKition a,(lo])te(l.

After siiiii-ino- and prayer l)y tlio Moderator, adjonrnctl

niitil 1) o'clock, a. m., tn-morrow.

TuESnAY MOKNING, 9 o'cLOCK, A. Jt.

Association met accordiiio; toadjonrninent, and opened
liy prayer by Ero. W. AV. Armstrong-; wlien, in conclusion

of the subject had under consi<leration and left uiulisposed

of yesterday, the following- preaml)lo and resolution was
adopted, t(»-wit :

Learning- from ]]ro. D. T. Scale that he holds to the doc-

trine of apostacy, and that baptism is essential to the salva-

tion of the believer in Christ, this Association, believing

Bro. Scale to be in error in his views on said subject,

Rci^olTei^, By this Assooiation, tliat we earnestly request I>ro. Scale

to re-examine and investigate said subject; and that we call ihe atten-

tion of Limcci/le (7i)trrJt, of which Bro. Scale is a member, to the fact,

and recommend said church to take such action in the premises as they,

in their wisdom, and in accordance with the word of (lod, may think

necessary and proper.

Resolred, To continue correspondence with, and appointed Brethren J.

II. R. Garden, II. A\'. Inzer, (t. W. Jones and J. R. Gilbert messengers to

Canaan Association ; Brethren T. E. Merony and J. A. Mullins to the

Mulberry Association ; and Brethren J. D. Teague, J. IT. R. Garden and
A. A. Sterrett to the Coosa River Association.

Appointed the next session of this body to be held with
Dogwood Grove VhurcJi, about four miles ]*sortliwest of

Montevallo, on the Tuscaloosa road, on Saturday before the

second Sunday in October, 1SG2.

The Committee appointed to divide the Association into

three districts, made the following report, to-wit

:

Tiie Committee appointed to district the Association, having consid-

ered the same, report First District to be composed of Enon, Six Mile,

Ca]ial)a Valley, Montevnllo, Providence, Dogwood Grove, Union and
Cahaha churches.

Second District

—

Mount Zion, Pleasanl Hill, Beacer Creel', C'oluvibi-

unrt, Movnt Calvary, LimeviUe and Bethefida churches.
Third District

—

Beulali, Pleasant Grove, Coneord, Mount Pleamnt,
Mount Piftffah, Friendship, Liberty and CooVs Spring churches.
The Committee also recommend district meetings to be held annually

in each district: In the First District, at Dogwood^ Grove Church, >Satur-

day before the second Sabbath in September, 1862. In the Second
District, at Bearer Creek Church, Saturday before the third Sunday in

August, 18C}2; and in the Third District at .P/m.w?)/. Grove Church* on
Saturday before the tliird Sunday in July, 1 802. The report was adopted.



The Committee on Home Missions made the fuUowini!;

report, to-Avit

:

The Executive Conimittee of the Shelby Associ.T,tiui;n, on Home Mis-
sions, respectfully submit the following of Missiuna^y operations for

the year ISGl.

On the first Saturday in March, 18G1, the Committee met at Brother
Jordan Jones', for the purpose of appointing the Missionaries, and as-

signing to each the number of days inquired to labor, and the field of

labor. They were allowed to holil prut! acted mceting;s in addition to

the number of days assigned ; their reports, however, -do not show that

protracted meetings were held by any, except Elder D. T. Scale. The
whole number of days's labor performed by the Missio.naries is one hun-
dred and twenty, including twenty -four days extra labox of Bro. Gilbert,

and t'.velve days of Bro. G. AV. Jones, who, though not ap[)ointed one of

the Missionaries, reports having spent this time in such labor protita-

bl}^ in our bounds, in a neighborhood pretty much destitute. From
their reports, twenty-one conversions and fourteen I)aptisms resulted

from their labors. The Chairman reports funds received and expended
as follows, as believed correct, to-wit :

Left on hand after paying for Missionary labor for 18G0 $ Gl Go

Collection on Sabbath of Association for 18G(l 11 40

Bro. Sterrett's pledge for Columbiana Church, . . . . _ 25 On

Pledge from Lil^erty Church, _ 15 00

By Edmund King, '. 15 00
Collection on Sabbath of Association for 18G1, 12 00
Sent up by Churches for Missions, „ 4 50
Paid by Brother Duycke, _ 1 00
Kecoived of Clerk, balance in his hands, of funds ircceived in

18G0 14- T5

Total, i;aGO ;30

Paid for Missionary labor, for 1861, to Elder T. J. Freeman. . $15 00
" Elder ]). T. Scale 15 00

" J.R.Gilbert, 48 00
" " T. P. llolcomb, ^ 10 00
" " IT. W. Inzer, 20 00
" " Garland A\\ Jones, 1-2 00

Total, ... ^-JiO. 00

Jjcaving a balance in m}' hands of $-±0 GO
E. KING, Chnirmmi.

Which report, after hearing the reports from the several Missionaries,

was adopted.

Called for the Circular Letter, which was presented, read and adopt-

ed, to-wit

:

CIRCf^LAR LETTER.
Dear Bkethrex :— The subjecrt to which your ntteaiion is called, is the ini-

poitunce of liviiij; more devoto'il to tlie causae of Christ. Kow, while ve, a.s a
denomination, believe that Iht' Scriptin-es of IJivino Truth tciich that.^^hon the

heart is chanoed there is no falling away, yet at Ihe jametmie theirfrcqucnt

and earnest exhoi-tation;* to cbcdiencc'and fidelity, warn us lliai we may fail to

di.s(;hai-ge many of the important duties which their gieat and benevolent Giver
has e::joined upon us, and es]>ecially duiingsuch times as the jirescnt, when there

are interests of such ma>"',nitude and im])ortanee, calenlateii in tlioii' nature lo



draw our minds away ; it is important, then, tliat our minds be called and IVo-
qnentiy directed specially to the subject. The great end and object, or purpose
for wliich we were created is to i;lorify (rod, and to make preparation in this pi-e-

sent life for that which is to come. This life is one of trouble and pain, of sorrow
and disappointment at best ; and when surrounded with all tlse blessings which it

can afford, honored with all its highest honors, or placed in tlie most favorable cir-

cumstances which it has the ))ower of beslowing, it cannot allbrd us solid anrl last-

ing comibrt. We look forward to a more suiv and desirable inheritance—one whicii
is incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadetli not away. It is, then, dear Breth-
ren, of the utmost importance that we avail ourselves of all the means which
God has so gi-aciously provided to enable us to discharge, in the best and strict-

est manner possible, our several and various duties in this present world, and
tu prepare us for that rest which he has ressjved for his own people. Our rela-

tion to God, and the consideration of what he has done for ns, aside from our
creation and preservation, ))lace us under the most binding obligation to live in

unshaken obedience and lidelity to whatever lie requires of us ; and to us, as a
body of Christians, is committed an extensive work. We are not only required
to look after our owu soul's salvation, and our own personal happiness, but we
are reijnircd to look after the present and etenuil welfare of others. Our Savior,
addressing himself to the Church, says :

" Yo are the liglit of the world, the
salt of the earth." l)o we properly understand the import of these words? and
if so, do we fully realize the responsibiliiy which they lay upon usV Again,
when we turn our attention to the Holy Scriptures, and llicre examine the stand-
ard (rf Christianity laid down by the inspired writers, and narrowly examine our
own hearts and lives, how far short shall we fall of this—how weak is our love
to God—how inconstant and how loth to live iu obeaience to his commands.

—

Let ns, then, urge upon all the impoitance of, and strive ourselves for, a closer

walk with (iod—of cultivating a more extensive acquaintaiuce with the Hoh^
Scriptures, and a greater desire for holiness. ITow, tlien, is this to bedoneV how-

are we to become more holy and more assimnlatcd to the likeness of Jesus ? It

is siin])le—it is easy. Ood iu Ilis mercy has given ns a revelation of His will

in the Holy Scriptures ; it applies to all conctitions and circumstances in life.

—

Let us take it, study and practice its ])recepts, praying for the assistance of the

H0I3' Spirit to aid us and help our inlii-mity. A. P.

Appointed Brotlior 11. AYood to proacli tlic iioxt intro-

ductory sermon, J. D. Teai>'ue, alternate ; Bro. J. D. Teaguc
the next Missionary sermon, T. P. Ilolcoml) alternate.

Brethren E. King, J. H. E. Garden, W. W. Armstrong,

T. J. Robinson and James S. Dnycke appointed the Mis-

sionary Committee for the next Associational year.

The' Committee on Documents, report

:

That the Letters from the Churches to the Association contain ac-

counts of but few revivals during the Associational year. They geiier-

ally express and deplore a state of coldness; and sohie have difticultics.

They rejoice, however, to learn that there are a few Churches that have

Sabbath Schools, and recoinuiend to all the other Churches in the Asso-

ciation to follow their example where it can be done ; and that they re-

port to the next session. They also recommend the Churches and

brethrei\ throughout the bounds of the Association to patronize those

papers and books published in the Confederate States that advo-

cate the doctrines peculiar to our denomination.

J. D. TEACJUE, Chairman.

The Report was adopted.

The Committee on Finance reported as sent up by the Churches for

Minutes, $29 55 ; for Associational purposes, $20 80 ; and for Mis-

sions, %o 50 ; said Committee directed to pay to the Clerk the sums

sent up for Minutes and Associational purposes, $50 35, which is done;

and to Brother King, of the Missionary Committee, the sum sent for

Missions, igS 50, which is also done ; and the Clerk directed to have

1,000 copies of Minutes printed, and reserve 100 for correspondence;

and that he be allowed $10 00 for his sevviaes. Also directed the Clerk
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to ]i!iy over io Ih'otlicr King for Missionary purposes, $]4- 7-j, excess
in Ills hands, of the funds received at our last session, for pajMnent of

Minutes of said session, which is also done.

The Coinmitteo on Temperance report : We deplore the fact that some
of ,the members of our Cliurches continiie to indulge in the erroneous
and dangerous habit of dram drinking, and others of vending spirituous

hquors to be thus used. We therefore aga'tii earnestly recommend to

the Churches that tliej' deal with such as offenders, and that they labor

with them to reclaim them ; and if they persist in such course (except

it be for medicinal ])urposes) to exclude them ; and we further recom-
mend that our Brethren take and read a Temperance jjaper, and we fur-

ther recommend the; adoption of the following resolution :

Reftfdrr//, That this Association will hold fellowship with no Thurch
that violates the above report.

Tlio Ecj)ort was atfopfed.

On inotiop., tlic Oinrches c(»in[»osiiig this body are re-

q-ncsted to state in tlieir letters tlie amoniit contributed by
them for pastoral pnr])oses.

Ji'rsolred, That wo earnestly recommend the Churches of this bod}'

to hold weekly prayer meetings in their respective Cliurches ;•' and that

all heads of families, and members of our Churches are . quested to

have prayer night and morning in their respective families.

Hesolved, That the following be added to our abstractor principles:

"We believe that the saints shall be. preserved in O-ace, and never final-

ly fall away," and that the Abstract, as thus .amended, be published
with the Minutes.

On motion, Jiesohcil, That we recommend to the Churches to raise

as much funds as may be necessary to carr}' on the j\nssion in our
bounds as heretofore determined on ;

and that they pay the same to the

Missionary' Committee, or send up to our next session as much as they
can raise for this ))urposc.

Broth.er J. II. II. Garden ap]>ointed to write tlie iicxt Cir-

cular letter.

BcHoircd, That this Association express their thanks to the members
of Liberty Church, and the citizens in the vicinity-, for their kindness
and hospitality during the sitting of this body.

At the request of Providence Church., the following

obituary notice of our late Brother, Levi A. Iloneycutt,

deceased, is ordered to l)e published in the Minutes of the

proceedings of this session.

UiEn, at his residence in Shelby County, Ala., on the .jth of Novem-
ber, ISdO, Kev. Levi A. IIonrycutt. ]fe was born in Bibb County, Ala.,

on the 29th of l~)eccml)cr, LS27. About the year 1848 he was niari'ied

to Miss Harriot B. Collier, of Lauderdale County, Miss. vShortly after

this they both united with Mount Cilead Baptist Church, snd subse-
quently moved to Shelby County, Ala., where they soon won tlic respect
and confidence of nearly all who knew them. Brother Iloneycutt soon
gave evidence to the people of (iod, that he was called to the Ministry.

He was ordained to this great work on the 12th of June, lSo9. His
ministerial career was short, but marked with zeal and onergj'. He
labored as a ])omcstic Missionary for the Shelby Association, in the
year 1800

;
and the Lord has been pleased to bless his labors most won-

derfully. Tn his death, the Church at Providence has lost one of her
most efficient Ministei's—the Masonic Fraternity a jiromising member.



an (Ihis family a kind husband and most atFcctionate futher. Besides

a faithful companion, he left six little children, (two of which died soon
after) and a large circle of friends, who mourn his loss from among
them ; but they sorrow not us tliosc who have no hope. He was not

rich in wordly goods, yet his house was for years the Ministers' home,
and many have turned in and found a comfortable retreat with this good
man and his interesting family.

Far from affliction, toil and care,
]

Now lie resides where Jesus'is,

Tlic hajjpy soul has fled
; [

Aljove this dusky .sphe*'e—

Tlie breathless chiy shall sluiiibur here, His soul was ripened for that bliss,

Among the silent dead.

The Uos'pel was his joy and song,

E'eu to his latest breath

—

The Truth he had proclaimed so loni.

AVas his sui)port in death.

While yet he sojourned here.

The Church's loss we all deplore,
And shed the falling tear.

Since we shall see his face no more,
'Til! Jesus shall appear.

X. R. MITCHELL.

At tlic request of Beitlali Clmrcli, u luenil^er of tins

body, it is made known that Calvin Bass, late a member of

said Clnirch, obtained a letter of dissmission therefrom, and
still holds the same, though subsequently by said Church

,
In Conference excluded.

After singliiii; and praver bv Brother T. J. Freeman, ad-

journed. ^ ' T. J. I10LC0M13, Moderator.

A. A. Si:iiKETT, Cleric.

To SlSTKU .VssOCi.VTIONS :

Receive this, our Letter, with our Minutes and Messengers, as a token

of our Christian regard towards you, and the expression of our desire

to continue correspondence with you.

Viewing ourselves as co-workers in the great cause of Truth, and as

gentle yet lirm op[)osers of error, we wish to keep a close alliance.

Our Minutes will advise j'ou of the state of our Churches. Our next

session will be held with JJogwood Grove Church, about four miles

Northwest of Montevallo, on the Tuscaloosa road, on Saturday before

the second Sunday in October, 18tl2,^at which time meet with us. May
God bless you abundantly. Amen.

T. P. HOLCOMti, Moderator.

A, A. Steuuitt, Clerl:.

ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES OP THE SHELBY ASSOCIATION
OF BAPTIST CHURCHES.

1. We believe theie is only one True and Living God ; and that there are

three ])ersons in the Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Teslamants are the Word of

God, and the only proper rule 'f faith and practice.

o. We believethat Election is the gracious and eternal purpose of God, ac-

cording to which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners ; that being per-

fectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in

connection with t^ie end • that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign
goodness, bcuig infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable ; that it utterly excludes
boasting, and promotes huraility, prayer, praise, trust in God, and entire imita-

tion of His free mercy ; that it is ascertained by its effect on all who believe tlie

Gospel is the foundation of Christian assurance ; and that to ascertain it with
regard to ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.



4. We believe in tho doctrine of oiifi;inal sin, and tliat man is incapable oC
locoverins; tiiniself from the fallen state he is in by nature, bv his own free will
and ability.

,"). We believe thut siunerti are.justified in the sight of God only by the impu-
ted rigbteousucss of Jesus Christ.

C. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are ordinances of Jesus
Christ, and that true believers are theonly proper subjects of the ordinauces; and
that Immersion only is Christian baptism.

7. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and a general judgment; and that
the joys of the righteous and jjuuishment of the impenitent sinner, will be
etoi-nal

8. We believe t?iat no Minister should admister the ordinances of the Gospel,
only such as are called and come under the imposition of bauds by a prcsbvtery'
and in full fellowship with the Church of which he is a member.'

ii. We believe that none but regularly baptized persons have a Scriptural ri'^ht
to partake of the Lord's Supper.

' °

10 We believe that the Saints shall be preserved in Grace, and never fall
till ally away.

STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

CHURCHES. C'NTY.

FIRST DISTKICT.

Euan
Six Mile.. . . .. .

Cahaba Valley.

.

Montevallo
Providence
Dogwood Grove
Union , . .

.

Cahaba *

SECOND DISTRICT.

Mt. Zion
Pleasant Hill...

Beaver Creek.

.

Columbiana
Mt. Calvary....
Limeville
Bethesda
'rilUlD DISTRICT.

Beulab
*Pleasant Grove
Concord
Mt. Pleasant:.

.

Mt. Pisgah. . . .

.

Friendship
liiberty

'Cook's Spring

Bibb.... 'J L Adams. 'Sd

|R Wood.... :4th

K Wood....jlst
SherDv..;J A Collins. list

" ' ]J F Bra7,el..:2d.

|W T Rollers! 2d
|D T Seale... 4th

TetFerson iR Wood .

.

PASTORS.

U:
•

Iu c . 1

^ a) ^ OJ
Oi

IV p ,o

tt- e .-1 ^
o > > „• 1 -w K^i

^

'a

.o ^
o

T3 "2 a
J-: -n
XI

0) 0) a> £ X .S!
o 3

rr. fi :^. M a ^ ;:) 2^ a<

Shelby.. IJ A Mull ins. 4th
.1 A Mnllins. 2d
ITPIIolcombSd
!J A Colline.4th

" |Ti'nolcouib2d
"

'J C Hand... 1st
'.1 I) Teague. 3d
iJ P Fulmer.

2d
J P Fulmer. Sd
A ArcDonald 4th
J R Gilbert. |3d

J P Fulmer. list

TPHolcombkth
TTMIolcomblst

St. Clair, n W Inzer..!...

St. Clair.

Shelby..

Ij 1

.! 1

11..

J.
1! 1

1107 S2!l2 i)8 22 1411220 29 55

64' 1 50
^.Sl "S 00
81' 1 ;-0

:,{<'• 1 50
2 00
2 00
1 0(

80,

I'Jiii

'.laj 1 00
C0[ 1 50'

44i 1 00
23

1

2 00

55i 1 50
S8i 1 50
4;!: 1 50

00 ..

00 ..

00 ..

00 ..

50 .

.

00 2

00 ..

1 00

I

50
50
00
50
50
ori

50

001.

50
2 00

60

50

•20 80 1 4 Oo

P. S. In addition to the above the following amounts have becij received for

.Missions :—From Gothard's Flat, 50 cents ; from Jas. S. Duyake, ^1.

Cook's Spring Church—Coustituted June 2;jd, ISiJO, with 11 members.
I'leaasnt Grove Church—Constituted March 1st, 18(51, with 15 member.s.






