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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

Saturday, Sept. 22d, 1866.—11 o'clock, A. M.

Anniversary Sermon by Eld. G. M. Lyles. Test—"0 Lord, revive

thy work."—Hab. 3: 2.

Recess of one hour, after which Associatioa called to order by the

Mod., Eld. W. Ashcraft. Prayer by Eld. C. Manly.

Letters from the Churches read by L. M. Stone and J. C» Foster,

and names of Delegates enrolled.

On motion, elected a Mod. and Clerk, pending which the incumbent,

Eld. A. M. Hanks, clerk of the Association during the last twenty-

one years, declined re-election. Eld. J. C. Eoster chosen Mod. and
J. W. Taylor, Clerk.

On motion, received correspondence from other Associations : Tus-

caloosa, a letter by Elds. G. Y. Browne, R, Jones, C. Manly.

—

Columbus, a letter by W. W. Welch.
On motion, opportunity given to unassociated churches to join this

Association. Petitionary letter from Pleasant Grove church, with

letter of dismission from Columbus Association, presented by W. W.
Welch.
On motion, the church unanimously received and Delegate welcom-

ed by the Moderator.

On motion, visiting brethren invited to seats.

On motion, appointed the following committees :

On PuEAciftNO.—W. G. Robertson, J.T. Stinson, L.M. Stone, K.

W. Prince) and Pastor and Deacons of Mt. Zion church*
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On the Order of Business.—A. M. Hanks,. D. Duncan and L,

M. Stone.

On Nominations.—J. A. Burgin, A. Latham and U. E. Allen.

On Finance.—J. W. Hanson and H. B. Chappelle.

On Correspondence.—W. Ashcraft and G. M. Lyles.

On Documents.—N. W. Prince, P. E. Ball, M. P. Smith and J'*

H. Cason.

On Missionary Meetings.—J as. Deloach, D. Duncan, A. M. Hanks

and M. P. Smith.

On motion, report of Committee on. Preaching adopted : On Sab-

bath, at 10 o'clock, a. m., preaching by Eld. G. Y. Browne ; at 11

o'clock, the annual Missionary sermon, according to appointment, by

Eld. J C Foster ; and at 2 o'clock, p. m., preaching by Eld. C Manly.

Prayer by Eld. M. P. Smith. Adjourned till Monday 9 o'clock, a. m.

Note—Eld. G. Y. Browne, by request, preached under the arbor

during the afternoon session.

SABBATH.
Exercises conducted according to previous appointment :

At 10 o'clock, a. m , instructive sermous from 1. Tim. 1 : II.

At eleven, a well matured and appropriate discourse from the

words "Except these abide in the ship, ye can not be saved."—Acts
27: 31. (Collected for Foreign Missions, $43 90.)

At two p. M„ a highly practical and instructive sermon, suggested

by the words "Baalam also, the son of Beor they slew with the

sword."- -Num. 31: 8.

Monday, 9 o'clock, v. m.

Association convened
;
prayer by Eld. Jas. Deloach. Report of

committee on Order of Business, adopted, and subsequent pioceedings-

conducted accordingly, as follows :

1st. Roll called. On motion, clerk ordered to mark as present

those who, though absent on Monday, were present on Saturday.

—

Ou motion, recousidered. Motion to excuse the brethren embraced)

in the previous motion, Io.^t.

2nd. Minutes of Saturday read and adopted'.

3rd. Constitution and Rules of Decorum read.

4th. Visiting brethren invited to seats.

5th. Circular prepared by L. M. Stone, rend and ordered to he-

printed with the IViinutes. Ou motiou, excused W. Ashcraft to at-

tend a funeral.

6th. Appointed messengers to eorresponding Associations as fol-

lows :

—

Columbus; Pleasant Hill church, Lowndee cou ity, Miss -

f

Sat. before 2nd Sab. Sept., '67
; D. Duncan, J. A. Spillar, G. M.

Lyles, Jas. Deloach, S. J. Spruill, A. Latham and J. A. Burgin.—

-

Tuscaloosa; Little Sandy church, near Tuscaloosa, Sat. befone 3 yd
Sab Sept., '67

; J. C. Foster, M. P. Smith, J. W. Taylor, N. W.
Prince, W. G. Robertson, and J. Doughty.

7th, Report of Union Meetings, adopted ag follows :— 1st Dig.—
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Bethlehem, Frid. before 8rd Sab. Aug., '67. Iut. sermon by Eld. Jas.

Deloach, Alt. Eld R. Wilkins ;
Visitors, G M Lyles, A A Spillar,

D Duucan, aud J P Lee. 2nd Dis.—Spring Hill, Pickens county,

Frid. before 4th Sab. July, '67, Int. sermon by Eld. J M Land,

Ait., Eld. J S Wooten ;
Missionary sermon by Eld. D Duncan,

Alt., Eld. J N Acker ; Visitors, A M Hauks, aud J W Taylor.

—

3rd Dis.— Carrollton, Frid. before 2nd Sab. Aug., '67. Int. sermon

by J W Taylor, Alt. Eld. J H Casou ; Visitors, Jas. .Deloach, A A
Spillar, D Duucan, and A Latham. 4th Dis.—Shiloh, Frid. before

Sid Sab. Aug. '67. Iut. sermon by Eld. W. Ashcraft, Alt. Eld. J
C Foster

; Missionary sermon, Eld. J C Foster, Sab. 11 o'clock, a.m.

Visitors, M Taylor, and J W Taylor.

8th. Report of committee on Missionary meetings, adopted. (For
substance of this report see table, page 8 and 9.)

9th. Report of Committee on Documents, adopted as follows :

—

hi examining the letters from the churches, nothing is found requiring

the action of this body except the request for advice with reference to

the management of the colored membership. We regard this as a

subject or great importance, aud one fraught with difficulties and
dangers. We recognize the importance of using every means in the

power of the churches to replace the suspicion which seems to pervade
the minds of our colored brethren, by that confidence which they for-

merly manifested iu us. Wherever the number of colored members
is large enough, we advise, that the white and colored congregations

be separated, the same Pastor serving both, either on different days
or at different hours of the same day. Organize a separate conference

for them and require them to transact the business ; such as receiving

and dealing with members. In cases of restoration, let them recoin*

mend the applicants. Appoint a committee of discreet brethren to

superintend aud see that all is done iu proper order, and require their

clerk to make a monthly report to the white conference.

Respectfully submitted, N. W. Pkixce, Chairman.
10th. Report of Committee on Nominations, adopted as follows

—

Next Int. sermon, Eld. J W Taylor, Alt., Eld. D Duncan. Mission-
ary sermon by Kid . J H Casou, Alt., Eld. (i M Lyles. Circular

Letter on " The Evils of Dancing," Eld. W Ashcraft.
J

I th. Delegates appointed to Bap. State Convention to meet at

.Selma, Frid. before 2nd Sab. Nov., '66, as follows :—W Ashcraft, J
C Foster, J II Casou, J W Taylor, L M Stone, N W Prince, W G
Robertson, A P Bush, RH Foster, and J TStiuson.

12th. Letters to the Tuscaloosa and Columbus Associations and to

the Ala. Bap. State Conveution, prepared by Com. on Correspondence.
13th. Report of committee on Finance, adopted :

Received from 'Churches fur Minutes, $6 1 00
" " " Association, 37 00

" " " " Foreign Missions, 17 00
" " " Home Missions, 53 50

" " " Bible Fund, IS 25
" " " " Min. Education, 1 00

Amount colkctel en Sabbath for Foreign Missions, 43 yd
J. W. HANSON, Chairman.
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14th. Miscellaneous Business. On motion, concurred with Fourth

Dist. in appointing next annual session of the Association to be held

with Grant's Creek church, Tuscaloosa county.

On motion, ordered clerk to arrange for printing and distributing

Minutes, and to retain $25 00 out of the Association fund, for his

services.

A motion to add the remainder of the Association fund to the

scanty Minute fund being withdrawn, on motion, ordered clerk to pay

said remainder to Eld. J N Acker, Messenger to Tuscaloosa association.

On motion, Pleasant Grove church assigned to First District.

Ordered clerk to include in printed report on Finance any contribu-

tions which may yet be made prior to printing Minutes.

On motion, lollowing query introduced : "Has a church the right

to restore an excommunicated minister to his functions as a minister,

upon his application for restoration ?" After discussion, the following

answer returned : Being an independent body, she has the fight, but

we would advise a most 6erious, prayerful, deliberate and prudent ex-

ercise of it in every case, and that she should act as in case of ordi-

nation as prescribed, Art. 13, Constitution.

On motion, query introduced : "What relation does one with a

letter of dismission sustain to the church by which it was given ?"

—

On motion, discussion suspended until afternoon session.

Adjourned till 2 o'clock, p. m. Prayer by Eld. D Duncan.

Monday, 2 o'clock, p. m.

Prayer by Eld A A Spillar.

Discussion of query resumed. Following answer, on motion, re-

turned : He is amenable to the church for any immoral conduct, but

deprives himself of all the privileges of the church.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the

members of Mt. 2ion church, and to the community for the kindness

and hospitality extended to tne Delegates and Visitors during its

session. Adjourned.

Appropriate remarks by the Mod. were followed by singing and

giving the parting hand. Prayer by Eld. A M Hanks.

JOHN C. FOSTER, Mod.
J. W. Taylor, Clerk.

Note.—Eld. R. Jones preached under the arbor during the morn-
ing, and Eld. G M Lyles, during the evening session.



CIRCULAR LETTER,

WRITTEN BY L. M. STONE

THE DUTY AND IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY PRAYER.

The duty of prayer results from the condition of our being, and from

the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. Man is a dependent creature,

powerless, ignorant of the future, sinful and condemned. He needs

instruction, support aud pardon. These blessing9 come from God
aloue, who is under no obligation to confer them upon us. Our con-

duct has rendered us unworthy of the least of these favors. Yet we
continually receive from our Maker " every good and perfect gift. "

—

" Iu him we live, and move, and have our being." Is it not our duty

then to thank him for these blessings? Should we not ask his par-

dou for the offences we are continually committing ? Should we not

petition for a continuation of those favors, so essential to our happi-

ness and existence ? Is it not becoming in us to express our faith in

the existence and goodness of God, aud to rejoice in the glorious prom-
ises of His holy word ? Should we not " give unto the Lord the glo-

ry due to his name"? " God is our refuge and strength, a very pres-

ent help in trouble."

But prayer is expressly commanded in the Scriptures—" Pray with-

out ceasing." " Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
uuto God." "I will, therefore, that men pray every where; lifting

up holy hands without wrath and doubting." " Serving the Lord,
rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in pray*
&r.

n Our Lord Jesus Christ bids us
" ask" and promises " it shall

be given." The apostle James tells us " we receive not, becanse we
ask not." " Men ought always to pray and not to faint." " Pray-
ing always with all prayer," that is, with all kinds of prayer. These
general commands refer to all the different kinds of prayer, and iin*

ply the duty of family prayer as well as every other.



6

The very temper of mi ad that prayer produces, promotes our hap-

piness. Prayer calls into exercise the feelings of gratitude to God

—

of submission to His will, of love and of veneration for His perfections,

and of sorrow for our transgressions. In the exercise of prayer these

feelings grow stronger, and finally become habitual—our hearts be-

come purified, the baser passions are subdued am] our highest happi-

ness is promoted. " How good is God, who will not only give us

what we pray for, but will reward us for going to him, and laying

our wants before him."

WHY THG FAMILY SHOULD PRAY.

God confers blessings upon us not only as individuate, but as fami-

lies. The domestic relation is the source of much of our happiness.

Peculiar responsibilities rest upon parents. Special and important

duties devolve upou children. It is proper for us to ask God to guide
and direct us in the performance of those duties. Our children are

daily exposed to the dangers, the temptations and the ignorance of

their youth. A thousand evil influences are ready to assail them.

—

Opinions and habits, novel and attractive, but fatal to happiness,

meet them on every hand ; companions most dangerous and corrupt-

ing seek their ruin. Away from the watchful eye of the parent, mem-
bers of the family must encouuter these temptations. But God is

every where. His all-seeiug eye marks each dangerous influence, and
He can lead your child in safety through every peril. As a family,

thus constantly exposed, we should seek God's protecting care. Daily

we should offer up arond the family altar, the sacrificial praise for his

preserving mercy. We should ask of him strength to resist all the

follies of the world, and wisdom to guide us in training up our family

for a useful and holy life.

INFLUENCE OF FAMILY PRAYER UPON THE YOUNG.

The domestic circle exercises an important influence in all civil gov-

ernment. They are instrumentalities by which the young are trained

up to be good citizens and true christians. It is there that the infant

is prepared for government and for society, by placing it from the

beginning under direction and control. The family organization is a
nursery for the State. It contains the rudiments of an empire. There

the child grows up under a system, in which he yields to the authori-

ty of a superior ; and thus learns at home the duty of obedience to

the laws of the State, which are so soon to operate upon him. Well
regulated christian families also constitute the hope of the church. It

is there the young are trained up to be, not only good citizens, but

true and consistent christians. Disorderly family arrangements, and
loose domestic government, with children growing up under no sub-

jection are the fruitful source of every crime, and the surest means of

overthrowing all social order. A nation with all its families religious-

ly governed and with parents " ruling their children and their own
houses well," would have little need of criminal law*, jails or peniten-

tiaries. How important then, that the members of the faimily be
traiued up "in the fear and admonition of the Lord." This training

must commence at the family altar. Family prayer is the most efte«-



tual means of giving this religioas training to the children of the house-

hold. The understanding of childhood will thus receive its first lifrht

from the truths of the Gospel. It will become familiarized with reli-

g
:ous subjects and with religious duties. By making family prayer

-constant and prominent in the domestic arrangement, you teach to the

yonug its importance. Their minds are then impressible. They then

look up to their parents, with the tenderest affection and confidence,

and with proper care the great interests of the soul may be made to

claim their atteutiou, and the image of God stamped on their hearts.

Religion will thus become associated with all the sacred recollections

of childhood, and of home. Our earliest and warmest sympathies will

be enlisted in its favor. The character of Washington was unques-

tionably moulded by a mother's influence. Early in life he was train-

ed to a love of truth, to diligence and virtue. The Bible, sermons,

aud books of practical piety constituted the reading selected for him

in his boyhood by his widowed mother, and was the foundation of his

christian life. Jonathan Edwards, one of the most eminent divines of

the world, received his earliest religious impressions at the family altar,

listening to the prayqrs of a pious father, who for sixty years had
been an humble pastor. Edward Payson was converted in childhood,

and attributed all his religious hopes, as well as his usefulness in life

as a miuister of God, to the early pious instructions and prayers of his

parents. The mother of Dr. Doddridge would, duriug his boyhood,

take him in her lap and tell him stones from the scripture scenes

painted on the old Dutch tiles around the fire place. These lessons

were never forrjottea and had much to do in forming the character of

that great and good man. When very young, Dr. Alexander Car-
son was devoted to the service of God. Family prayer and the teach-

ing of pious parents, early imbued his mind with the doctrines and
promises of God's word Wheu he grew up, he invariably called his

own family twice a day to the throne of grace ; and such was the ef-

fect that be lived to see the last of thirteen children converted to God
and rejoicing in the faith of their crucified Redeemer. John Randolph
in early youth was taught at hia mother's knee to lisp out his evening

prayers. These early lessons were never entirely effaced from his mem-
ory. For many years, it is true, he lived in open derision and mock-
ery of religion. Coming into life when the folly and madness of athe-

ism was seeking to undermine the foundation of morals and religion,

he, like many other gifted spirits of that age, caught the contagion.

—

Bnt the impressions produced by the prayers of his sainted mother
were too strong and too deep to be eradicated by all the ingenious

sophistry of infidelity. His mind would go back to its early associa-

tions, and at last he found consolation alone in that religion which a
pious mother, on bended knee had taught him around the family altar,

with his little hands clasped in hers and lifted to heaven. The mind
thus trained and purified in childhood is,

" Like the vase, in which roses have once been distilled
;

You may brake, you may ruin the vase if you will,

But the scent of the roses will hang round it still."

» [Continued on page 10.
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Arbor Spring, "
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Ebenezer, "
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Spring Hill, Fayette
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Providence, Pickens
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Mineral Spring, *'
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Spring Hill,

Hebron, "
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Cross Roads, "
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Carrollton,
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Enon, *'

Unity,
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a New Hope, "

Zion,

£ Grant's Creek, "
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J. F. Doughty, R. Bridges,* J. Stokes,*

D. C. Leonard, S. W. Leonard, N. Sental,*

J. DeLoach, R. B. Wilkins,* J. Williams,*

I. Hollinsworth, M.Taylor, F. M.Walker,
W.G.Robertson,J.T.Gardner,*J.D.Johnsou*

S. Hildreth, A. Shepherd, H. Easterling,. .

.

W. C. Smith, J. Holeman, J. W. Mitchell,*

M. M. Blaylock,* G. Gibson,* J. D. Walker*
W. W. Welch.f F. W. Stokes,* W. Vail,*

P.Kilpatrick, J.S.Wooten* A.J.Richardson

D. Duncan, S. J. Spruill, M. W. Regan,*

Geo. M. Lyles, J. M. Foster, J. S. Hoard,

Jas. A. Burgin, J. P. Lee, J. L. Coleman,

J. M. Land, J. T. Stinson.f J. P. Gates,

f

D. N. Hicks,f J. F. Cockrell,* W.Whitaker*
A. Latham, A. A. Spillar, J. N. Acker,*

TJ. E. Allen, Wm. S. Bryan.f R. Oglesby,*

J. T. Lang, R. T. Hanks, A. P. Bush,* . .

.

L. M. Stone, J. W. Taylor, J. H. Cason.f

H. B. Chappelle, P. E. Ball.f F. H. Ball,f

A. M. Hanks, J. W. Hanson, E. Boone,. .

.

W. P. Smarr, B. C Walker, Thomas Locke,

W. Ashcraft, A. J. Slaughter, W. Slaughter,

J. R. Smith, J. Franklin,* J. N. Garner,*

M. P. Smith, N. Cobb, E. H. Lamb,*
N. W. Prince, G. A. Stewart,* W. Salmon,*

J. M. Smith, J. H. Robertson,* f. Robertson*

J. Parker, J. Shirley, J. M. Parker,

J. C. Foster, R. A. Kitchens,* R. A. Foster*

11

10

4

1

172^69 V

Note.—Statistical returns of Bethlehem Church not furnished the Printer.
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THE DUTY OF FAMILY PRAYER TAUGHT BY EXAMPLES.

The duty of family prayer is taught us by scriptural examples.—
When the ark rested upon Ararat " Noah went forth and his sons,

and his wife, and his son's wife with him :" * * " And Noah builded

an altar unto the Lord ;" * * " And God blessed Noah and his sons."

This altar is the first of which we have any record. God was pleas-

ed with this religious devotion of Noah and his family and blessed

them. Abraham, the father of the faithful and the friend of God,
was distinguished for his family piety. For this he was blessed. " I

know Abraham, that he will command his children, and his house-

hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice

and judgment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which

he hath spoken.
-

' Wherever Abraham dwelt, there God had an altar.

When he pitched his tent at Bethel, " there he builded an altar unto

the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord." When he found

that the covenant was established in another branch of his family,

Abraham felt solicitous for his son lshmael and prayed to God in his

behalf. His prayer was answered. God blessed his son lshmael and
made him the head of a great and prosperous people. Look at the

determination of Joshua, who declared to all Israel : "Choose you
this day whom ye will serve, * * * as for me and my house

we will serve the Lord." When David had brought the ark of

God uuto Jerusalem with gladness, with sacrifices, and with thanks-

giving, and had blessed the people, " he returned to bless his house-

hold.'' Job, fearing that his children had sinned, offered daily worship

iu his house, made sacrifices unto tho Lord, in order to prevent his

wrath, and their punishment. For Job said, " it may be that my
sons have sinued and cursed God in their hearts."

The pious aiid charitable Cornelius established the worship of God
in his house. He is described as a " devout man, and one that feared

God with all his house." The house of Lydia, Paul's first convert in

Europe, was a house of prayer. So was that of Mary and Martha,

where Christ performed the most wonderful miracle on record. The
jailor " rejoiced believing in God with all his house." They had been

brought from death unto life, and it was a happy house. Happy like

that of Zacheus, when Jesus told him, " this day is salvation come to

this house." God will bless the household where his name is honored,

and where the children are taught to remember their creator in the

days of their youth.

THE YOUNG ENCOURAGED TO PRAY.

God's holy word is full of eucouragement and of bright promise to the

young. "They that seek me early shall find me." When children

were brought to Christ his disciples rebuked the parents. "But Jesns

vailed them unto him and said, suffer little children to come unto me
and forbid them not : for such is the kingdom of God." It was in

his childhood that Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord, and was
visited by him. The spirit of the Lord came upon David while he

was yet the youngest of the sons of Jesse, and when among the

mountains of Bethlehem he kept his father's sheep. It was early in,
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life, when Moses fed the flock of Jethro in the desert, that God sent

him to Pharoiih and appointed hiui to bring forth the children of

Israel out of Egypt. Josiah, while he was yet young began to seek

after the God of David, his father, and he broke down the altars of

Baalatn, and the molten images, and all the idols throughout the land

of Israel. God blessed Samson when a child. These examples are

full of encouragement to youthful piety. In every part of scripture

the season of youth is spoken of with the deepest tenderness Noth-

ing is so acceptable in the sight of Heaven as the offering of the

young heart, in the very morning of life. Then, the Lord himself

will be their shepherd. Amid the green pastures and by the still

waters of youth he will make their "souls to repose." And when the

days of trial and of temptation come, as come they will in this world,

his spirit will arm and strengthen them for the conflict. His good-

uess and mercy will follow them, and when at last "the silver cord is

loosed" or "the golden bowl is broken," their spirits will return to

God, and they shall dwell in the House of the Lord forever. What
an incentive to parents to embrace Christianity when the eternal in-

terests of their children so much depend upon it. How bitter will

be our punishment when we reflect that our principles, our influence,

our example have dragged down to the pit of despair and death the

children with which God hath blessed us. We are responsible to God
for the manner in which we discharge our duties to our children. It

is impossible to avoid that responsibility. He will hold us to strict

accountability, and if our childreu perish through our neglect, or evil

influence, God will judge us for it in the great day. It is the part

of wisdom for parents to understand and remember their responsibili-

ties. They have charge of the young mind, when it is tender and
impressible, and when it can be moulded into any shape. They are

to give that form and character to the immortal spirit which it is to

bear throughout eternity. Kind affections may be aroused in the

young heart, and made the habit of life—true and worthy motives

may be inspired. The sense of duty and of moral responsibility may
be unfolded, and a profound religious feeling awakened. This can be

done around the fire-side, and at the family altar, by precept and ex-

ample. The good seed may thus be sown before the world has op-

portunity to sow the tares. In accomplishment of this there is no

instrumentality so efficient as family prayer. Family prayer will turn

the attention to God early in life. Religious impressions thus created

will last us to the grave. Who can ever forget the prayers of that

venerated father who amid the quietness and sanctity of home, bows
himself regularly around the family altar with his children, and there

breathes out his soul in prayer to his Maker for his protection and
for his blessings upon his household ? Who can forget the love and
tender admonition of that mother who first taught his lisping tongue
to pray, and who first bent his little knees around the fire-side altar

and with her hand upon his head, prayed God to bless and protect

her child and to lead him in safety through all the dangers and temp-
tations of life. That father and mother may long since have been

gathered to their God. Their names may long siuce have been el-
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faced even from the marble of the grave-yard ; but their rafluence

will live in our hearts, and iu spite of the wickedness of the world
will go with us through life, and like the "candle of the Lord'

1

' guide
our erring footsteps in safety through this world, and light us- through
the "valley of the shadow of death" to our homes in Heavea.

THE PIOUS PARENT'S EXAMPLE.

It is by family prayer that the example of the christian parent acts

with greatest force upon the young. Private prayers are not witness-

ed, and consequently do not act at all upon children as examples.

—

The parents attendance upon public worship, they may ascribe to

fashion, or to a regard for appearances or character, or to some other

motive besides a sense of duty to God. But the child knows that no
such motive can prompt the offering up of family prayer. When in

the sacred privacy of home the father or mother gathers the family

around the domestic altar, and there in simplicity, and humility and
faith offers up prayer and thanks-giving to God for his mercies, there

is no misinterpreting the motive of their conduct. Such holy exam-
ples, such consistent religious conduct, such acting out in every day
life of our christian professions, will teach the young the sincerity and
the power of our religion, and in spite of the scoffing and skepticism

of the world, will furnish a living argument for Christianity which may
lead thousands to embrace " the truth as it is in Jesas." What un-

bounded influence will such a parent exert over his household ! What
a moral power will he exercise ! How sacred will his advice and ad-

monition be regarded ! The acts of such a parent " giveth light to

all that are in the house." But if he lives in the constant neglect of

family worship, if he seldom reads the scriptures at home and mani-

fests little interest in the conversion of his children ; if his fields—his

merchandise—his office, and money-making engross all bis time, his

acts give the lie to his professions, and although be may occasionally

deliver to the young, moral lectures, which cost but little, the only re-

sponse he can expect to receive will be, " Physician heal thyself."

—

Grave lectures from the christian parent on the importance of religion,

are " mere sounding brass " and solemn mockery, unless accompanied

by acts which demonstrate the faith that is in them. We should not

only feel and talk religion, but we should live religion. The best

course to train up a child in the way he should go, is for the parent

to travel that way himself. " Blessed is every one that feareth the

Lord, and icalketh in his tvays. For thou shalt eat the labor of thine

hands : happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. Thy wife

shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house : thy children like

olive plants round about thy table." The Bible contains no such

promises to the family that forget God, but the most terrible threat-

enings are denounced against them. " Pour out thy fury upon the

heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not ujx>n

thy name." Is it strange that the mother who neglects to train up

her children under the pious influences of home, should see them grow

up profane swearers, blasphemers and Sabbath-breakers ? Is it strange

that the father who has never knelt with his little boy in prayer or

asked God to shield him from the vice and temptations of life, should,
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when he grows up, meet him at the dram-shop, the racecourse and
the gambling table. " Whatsoever a man sotvel^ that shall he also

reap." And the harvest, whether good or evil, is always more abun-
dant than t\ve seed that were sown. Well did David exhort his son

Solomon. "And thou Solomou, my son, know thou the God of thy
fathers and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind :

for the Lord searcbeth all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina-

tions of the thoughts : if thou seek him he will be found of thee ; but

if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever."
"

THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD WORK AT HOitE.

Every christian has a most important work to perform at home.

—

Our families and our homes are the sources of our highest happiDess.

Those whom we love most, and for whose temporal and spiritual wel-

fare we are most concerned are of our own household. Our t^nderest

emotions relate to them ; we feel the deepest interest in seeing them
virtuous, contented and happy. In sickness they claim our deepest

sympathy. Our highest pleasure is to provide for their wants, and to

train them up for future usefulness and happiness. Every prospect of

earthly happiness is connected with those of our own homes. When
perplexed with the cares and anxieties of life, when wearied by labor

and exhausted in the struggle for wealth and power, it is to our homes
that we look for repose, for contentment, for sympathy and love. There
•every care is divided, every sorrow diminished, and every joy redoubled.

There we have no borrowed part to act, no weakness to hide, no mis-

takes to dread. There we forget the rude and bitter contests of life,

=and give ourselves up to gentler feelings and purer thoughts. What
hallowed recollections cluster around our Homes ! How ought our

(hearts to be lifted up in gratitude to God for the blessings of Home I

There his mighty arm has protected us ; there his providence has sup-

plied our wants, and filled our families with rejoicing. There has

'been preserved the lives of those near and dear to us—and there should

the whole family daily gather around the altar of prayer, with united

feelings of gratitude and love to God, and in humble acknowledgement

-of His gooduess and mercies. The sympathy and the endearing ties

that bind together the family circle and the warm affection that glows

in the heart of father, mother, sister and brother will ever prompt the

true christian to desire and labor for the conversion of his household.

After finding Christ, Andrew made it his first business to go in

search of his brother Peter, to tell him the glad news that he had

found the Messiah, and to bring him to Jesus. John seeks his broth-

er James, and giving him the news of a savior leads him to Christ —
After Jesus had restored the demoniac, he said to him: "Go home to thy

friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done lor thee."

The work which Christ required him to do, was at home among his

friends. There, in his own household, he must proclaim " how great

things the Lord hath done for him." So is it the duty of every chris-

tian to work at home, to make bis house the home of prayer, to erect

the family altar, to show the family of his conversion, and to tell hi&

children " what great things the Lord hath done for him." Dives, in
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. torment, offered up n prayer that Lazarus might be sent to hh father's

house to warn his five brothers that they come not " into this place of

torment." His own example may have influenced his brothers to

neglect their immortal souls, But it was too late for Dives to pray.

"The night cometh wheu no man can work." The "great gulf was
fixed," and no prayer is answered that comes from the region of de-

spair and death. God had prospered the rich man in this life—but

he never thanked him for it. No family altar was ever erected in his

house. He gave no warning then to his five brethreu " to flee from;

the wrath to come." Prayers for our brothers and sisters should be

offered up around the family altar, for, it like Dives, we wait to pray

for them from the burning and bottomless pit, it will avail nothing.

HOW TO IMPROVE IN PRAYER.

It is a subject of general complaint among the churches that family

prayer is so much neglected. Embarrassment and inability to pray,

ure the usual excuses for this neglect. But the truth is, our not praif-

ivg is the cause of this embarrassment. All of our " gifts improve
with the using." We waut practice. If the heart is right, we are

all abundantly able to pray. Dr. Teasdale, in one of his discourses,

says. "I do not believe that a person can know enough to be convert-

ed, whose gifts, if properly cultivated, would not be a blessing to the

church and to the world." No great learning is required ; indeed the

most unlettered often excel in prayer. They have been taught of God.
The constant practice of prayer has qualified them for exreising their

gifts acceptably. "The preparation of the heart in man, arid the an-

swer of the tongue is from the Lord," It the christian has hitherto

neglected family prayer for any cause, let him commence it without

delay ; God will help him and bless h.s efforts. Jesus says, " My
brethren are those which hear the word of God, and do it." In the

performance of this duty, the christian will derive aid from reading a

portion of God's word at family worship, which will furnish lima mat-

ter for prayer. Especially will he be assisted by the study of the

I'salins of David—the prophecies of Isaiah, and some of the chapters

in the Gospels and Epistles. Abundant material for prayer may be

suggested by meditation upon religious subjects, by conversations with

christians about divine things, by careful self-examination, so as to

learn the wants of our own soul ; by attention to the affairs of religion

around us, and to the spiritual condition of our churches— by the study

of God's word and his works—by reflections upon our weak and help-

less condition, our unprofitable lives, and upon our great need of God's

protection and guidance. We can find matter for prayer in the grat-

itude we owe to God for the plan of salvation, and for " his mercy
end goodness that have followed us all the days of our lives"—in the

sins we have to confess and the pardon we ueed ; in the interest we
feel for the unconverted and for the revival of religion ; for the church

of which we are members, our pastor, our brethren and their families.

Can the head of the family not find matter for thanks-giving to God
for food, and home and friends, and protection from the " pestilence

that walketh in darkness and the desolation that wasteth at noonday"

/
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«—for unity and brotherly love ;
for the trials that have been sacrinc

fed to their good, aud foi spiritual blessings ? Surely upon some of

these subjects the christian can find something to say to God around
the family altar. But if he is yet unable to pray, let him confess it

and ask God to help him. Christ says, " I will give you a mouth and
wisdom which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay or re-

sist." "But if any man lack icisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given to him.''

" The holy scriptures are able to make you wise unto salvation."—
" The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wine the simple." Our
prayers should be plain and poinred. Beautiful and elaborate pray-

ers may please the fashionable and the fashion, but God regards the

language of the heart, which is simple and sincere, solemn and unaf-

fected. In all our prayers we should have some fecial object in view

—we should pray for something and not give utterance to mere gen-

eralities. Our prayers should be uttered deliberately and with becom-

ing humility. We should avoid preaching in prayer. We go to the

throne of grace to thank and supplicate God, and not to make au ar*

gnment to others, or to reprove or rebuke them, Our prayers should

be short. The advice of Solomon should be considered on this sub-

ject :
" Be not rash to utter any thing before God ; God is in Heav-

en, and thou upon earth, therefore let thy words be few? Our Sa-

viour says, " When ye pray, use not vain repetitions as the heathen

do : for they think they shall be heard for their much speaking."—

>

How brief was Peter's prayer, " Lord save or I perish." So was
that of the dying thief upon the cross ; and that ot Elijah ; and of

the Publican. The Lord's prayer is a model for our imitation. It's

structure indicates that it is a family prayer. It is to be a daily sup-

plication— "give us this day our daily bread." The words, "Our
Father,'' instead of my Father—" forgive us our trespasses"--" lead

us not into temptation"—"deliver us from evil," adapt it to the

wauts of petitioners as a family, bowing daily around the household

altar, and imploring the supply of their returning wants. Prayer is

the offering up of our desires in entire subjection to the will of God
;

therefore we must pray in faith, believing that God will grant oar

petitions, provided He in his infinite wisdom and goodness sees it will

be best. "And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believ-

ing, ye shall receive.'' Many of our prayers are doubtless refused in

mercy tons. We should seek the assistance of God's holy spirit in

prayer. "God is a spirit, and should be Worshipped in spirit and in

truth." Prayer in t>>e family should be regular. On no occasion

should it be postponed, if possible to be attended to. It should not be

considered the business of the Sabbath merely, but a regular every-

day duty— a part of the family organization and employment ; the

one thing needful ; the great duty of this life. By going into the

presence of God daily, and exposing to his all-seeing eye every thought

and act of our lives, we. are kept constantly on our guard against the

approach of evil. But we should be cautious not to make the exer-

cise wearisome, and should strive to make it as engaging and attractive

as possible. Singing .mould accompany it when practicable. Short
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^xplanat'iofns aright be given of different passages of the Bible, which
would interest and instruct the family, as well as induce study on the

part of 'tffre parent. We should be on our guard not to offend the

young *by too much harshness, or rigorous formality. If the parent's

piety be morose, and be accompanied with stern and forbidding man-
ners, atod be perpetually breaking in upon the innocent recreations of

the faWiTy, surfeiting them with moral lectures^ there is danger the

children will imbibe hostility against all seriousness and religion as in-

consistent with every plan of a pleasant and peaceful life. True reli-

gion is joyous and happy. " Her ways are ways of pleasantness and
all her paths are peace." " She is a tree of life to them that lay hold

upon her : and happy is every one that retaineth her."

RESULTS OF FAMILY PRAYER.

We would experience the most glorious results, if the family altar

was erected in the house of every christian of every denomination in

the land. Family piety would then reign in every christian house-

hold, as it did iu that of Lydia, of Cornelius, and Mary and Martha.
The light of the church would be kept ever bright and burning, and

wofold continue to shine on brighter and brighter unto " coming of the

perfect day." The churches would grow in holiness, in usefulness, in

numbers, and in moral power. Instead of occasional revivals, and
temporary excitements and relapsiug into the coldness of death

—

instead of having to mourn over the coldness and desolations of Zion,

every church would keep thoroughly awake ; the standard of piety

would be raised ; every christian would be active at home, where the

field is inviting, the harvest plenteous and laborers few ; our children

would be converted ; our prayer-meetings would be better attended,

and christians qualified by practice and Willing to pray whenever call-

ed upon ; our Sabbath Schools would be crowded, every christian

would become a co-laborer with his pastor ; every instrumentality for

the propagation of the Gospel would be encouraged ; our pastors

would be supported comfortably and independently, and not forced

into secwlar avocations to earu a subsistence for their families. We
should see all around us a vigorous, cheerful, consistent piety ; always

warm, always working—always ready to do the Master's will.

JOHN C. FOSTER, Moderator.

J. W. Tavwb, Clerk.
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