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The appointee to deliver the Introduetory Sermon being absent,

and the Alternate did not arrive in time, the Sermon was preached bv
Elder J. A. McDonald, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

Saturday, October 5th, 1873.

At 1 o'clock, P. M., the delegates assembled at the Chuich and
were called to order by the Moderator, Elder A. J. Waldrop, and after

appropriate exercises led by the Moderator, the Association proceeded
to business.

The Letters from the Chm-ches were read bj' Elders J. Grimes and
P. Musgi'ove, and the names of the Churches and delegates enrolled,

as follows:

RuHAMA—Elders A. J. Waldrop, J. A. McDonald, E. B. Waldrop
and Bro. H. F. Wood.

Mt. Zion—Elder J. H. Weatherly, A. J. Nunnelly, S. A. Mc-
('lendon.

Sardis—C. H. Night, J. M. Night, J. N. McFall.
New Prospect—Elder H. G. Smith, C. H. Herring, D. T. Hodge,

B. E. Herring.
Village Creek—B. M. Waldrop, C. Williams, T. F. Waldrop.
Prude's Creek—Elder B. S. Thompson, R. Stone, Wm. Birchtield.

First Baptist Church, Birmingham—T. McConaughy, H. L.
Watlington.

Mud Creek—W. C. Horton, M. M. Guinn and S. V. Travis.

Rook Creek—A. H. P. McClane, H. J. Philips and A. G. Waldrop.
Roup's Valley—J. H. Baker.
Shade's Valley—John Massey.
New Bethel—AV. J. McCrary, J. B. Lively, M. Roberts,.

Canaan—Elder James Grimes, E. R. Bell, (a Licentiate), and J.

P. Massey.
Cahaba—M. K. Vann, W. W. Praytor, R. K. Vann and W. L.

C. Vann.
Big Creek—O. M. Smith.
Good Hope—J. F. C. Foster, N. W. Hulsey.
Salem—T. A. Anderson, David Glenn.
Sulphur Spring—J. A. Baker, W. J. Eubank, S. Wilson.
Pleasant Grove—William Parsons, J. M. Lawson.

The Association then proceeded to the election of a Moderator
and Recording and Corresponding Secretaries, which resulted in the
choice of A. J. Waldrop, Moderator, James Grimes, Recording Secre-
tary, and E. B. Waldrop, Corresponding Secretary. After which an
opportunity was afforded to newly-constituted Chm-ches to unite with
this body, when Letters were handed in from the following Churches:
Village Creek, Shades Valley, First Baptist Church at Birmingham.
Letters read and the delegates invited to take their seats and partici-

pate in the business of the Association.
On motion, the Association agreed to adopt the programme of last

year for the present session.

The Moderator appointed the following Committees :
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On Devotional Exercises—The Deacons of Sulphur Spring
C'liurch and the C'hn'k. W. J. Eubank.

On Arrangement of Business—Elder J. A. McDonald and M.
K. Vann.

On Documents—Elder J. IT. Weatherly, T. F. Waldrop.
On Finances—O. M. Smith, A. J.Nunnelly.

Correspondence called for from Sister Associations:—From the
North River, Letter and jMinutes by her Messengers, viz: Elders J. E.
C!ox and Leroy Williams. Cahaba' Valley, Elders J. A. Collins, M.
Hendricks and J. M. Thomas, an Evangelist. Warrior River, Elders
Dean and Mnsgrove. Taskaloosa, Elder J. H. Foster.

Elder J. L. D. Hiliyei-, an Ordained Minister, being present, was
invited to a seat.

Adjourned until 9 A. M., Monday.

Sabbath, October 6th, 1872, Elder J. E. Cox preached to a large
and attentive congregation at 9 o'clock, A. M. At 11 o'clock, A. M.,
Elder J. A. Collins preached the Missionary Sermon, and at 1 o'clock,
P. 31., Elder J. H. Foster preached to a large and attentive congrega-
tion. Preaching at night by Elder L. Williams.

Monday Morning, October 7th, 1872.

After Devotional Exercises by the Moderator the Association then
proceeded to business.

Called for the Report on Arrangement of Business. Received
and adopted.

On motion, agreed that the report of Elder J. M. Thomas carni'

under the head of Promiscuous Business.
The Moderator appointed the following C'Ommittees:
On Temperance-T. F. Wakh'op, C. Williams and B. M. Wal-

drop

—

T. F. Waldrop, Chairman.
On Domestic Missions—E. B. Waldrop, W. W. Pray*8j,' and W.

J. Eubank—E. B. Waldrop, Chairman. .'**.

On Education—J. H. Weatherly, A. J. Nunnelly a^jl R. K.
Vann—J. H. Weatherly, Chairman.

On Sabbath Schools—M. K. Vann, T. A. Anderspijf and J. A.
jMcDonald—J. A. McDonald, Cliairman.

CJalled for the Report on District Meetings. Rej^ort received and
adopted.

Returned Correspondence: To North River, Elders H. G. Smith,
J. Grimes and brother T. F. Waldrop. Coosa River, Elders J. H.
Weatherly, J. A. McDonald. Warrior River, Elders J. B. Huckabee,
A. J. Waldrop, Bro. W. J. McCrary, J. B. Livel3^ Cahaba Vallev.
Elders J. A. McDonald, J. H. Weatherly and Brethren W. W. Pray-
tor. R. K. Vann, A. J. Nunnelly. Ten Island, A. J. Nunnellj^ and
Elder J. H. Weatlierlv. Tuskaloosa, Elders, B. S. Thompson. J. M.
Kent and Brethren O." M. Smith, B. M. Waldrop. Shelby, Elder J.

Grimes, E. R. Bell. Licentiate. Baptist State Convention, Elders A.
J. Waldrop, E. B. W^aldrop, J, A, McDonald, J. H. Weatherly, J.

Grimes, and Brethren T. F. Waldrop, B. M. Waldrop, W. J. Eubank.
J. A. Baker, C. Williams,

Called for the Report of Committee appointed last year to visit

Rock Creek Church. The Chairman of that Committee being absent,

it was ordered that Elders J. Grimes, B, S. Thompson and Brother
John Wilkes, who was on that Committee, be allowed time to make
out a report and submit it to the Association about 12 o'clock. The
report was read and received and ordered to be spread on the Minutes,

On motion, it was agreed to suspend the regular order of business



[5]

to aijpoiiit a coniniittei* to report some suitable resolutions iu memory
of t)ic Rev. A. McDonald and wife. The Chair appointed Elders J.

A. McDonald and K. B. Waldrop. On motion, the ]\Ioderator was
added to the eoiinnittcc.

On motion, tlic conunittec was allowed time to report said resolu-

tions, and have tluan spread upon the Minutes.

Called for report of Slant liiiii Connnittees:—On Temperance, lie-

port received and adoptetl. Appenilix A.
Called for Hcjtort on Domestic Missicms. No Rei)ort.

Called for Report on Education. Tiie conunittec not being pre-

pared, no report was mad<'.

Called for Report on D<K'umcnts. Received and adopttnl. Ap-
pendix B.

On Sabbath Sch<rt)]H. no report.

On motion. Elder J. A. Collins repoi-ted some resolutions iu refer-

ence to the Central Alabama Baptist Female College, which were
unanimously adopted.

On motion, called for the C'ircular Lettei-. Motion cairied. Read-
ing called for. On motion, the words "little or none" were stricken

out and the Circular adojvted.

On motion, dlsuiissed till 2 o'clock. P. M.: after which the Asso-
ciation resumeil business. I

^ On motif)n. dismissed from our Association, at their request, the I

[
following Churches: Roup's Valley. Pi-ude"s Creek. Pleasant Grove./

I Mud Creed and Big Creek. /
\ Called for Report on District Meetings. The rei)ort of the Fii-st

District was read. recei\ed and adopted.

On motion, called foi' the query sent up by New Bethel Churcli.

••Is foot-washing a Church Ordinance obligation or' duty of Chrisfs
Church, as a Church? If so, where taught in the Word of God'?"

—

Answered by the Association—No,
Called for the query from New Pros[)ect Church, "Is it in accord-

ance with the teachings (»f the New Testament, or is it the custom of

Baptist Churches, for one Minister to ordain another, by himself ?"

On motion it \vas agreed to answer the query as proposed by Elder A.
J. Waldrop, We think one minister has a right, in conjunction witli

the Church, to ordain a minister. See Paul to Titus. Yet we advise
all our Churches and Ministers to follow the Constitution of our bodv.
Article 13th.

On motion, appointed a Board of Managers on Domestic Missions,

consistine: of Brethren T. F. Wakh-op, W. J. McCrary, J. F. C. Fos-
ter, W. J. Eubank, T. A. Anderson. T. F. Waldrop, Chairman.

On motion, Resolved, 1st, That we greatly regret the present con-
dition of the Firt BaptistSChurch. at Birmingham, and its former Pas-
tor, Rev. J. E. D. Hillyer.i 2d, That we request Elder A. J. Waldrop
to look after our cause the/e.and aid the C'hurch in every waj' that he
possibly can. —

On motion, apjiointed the next Session of this body to be held with
Mt. Zion Church, Springville, conunencing on Saturday before the

First Sabbath in October, 1873.

On motion, appointed Elder A. J. Waldrop to preach the next
Introductory Sermon.

On motion, appointed Elder J. H. Weatherly to preach the next
Missionary Sermon.

On motion, appointed Elder E. B. Waldrop to write the next Cir-

cular Letter.

Called for {lie Treasurer's Report. Received and adopted.
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On motion appointed M. K. Vaun Treasurer of the Association
for the next year.

On motion, agreed that all moneys be paid over to tlie Treasurer
and he to pay over the same to their respective objects.

Called for the Report on Finance. Report received and adopted.
On motion, agreed that the Clerk superintend the printing of the

Minutes and distribute the same, and that he have ten dollars for his

services.

On motion, adjourned until om* next Association.

A. J. WALDROP, MODKRATOR.
James Grimes, Clerk.

E. B. Waldkop, Corresponding Secretaiy.

CIRCUIiA^v,J.ferER
Prepared fob the Canaan As.sociation of Alabama

antl read at its last meeting at Sulphur Si)ring, JefPerson Count}', Ala.

October 7th. 1872.

Dear Brethren :

By your ajipointment, I have prejiared the Circular
Letter for this meeting of the Canaan Association. The subject M'hich
was assigned me, and upon which I have endeavored to write, is the
Parable of the Ten Virgins.

It seems to have been the practice of our Savior to choose for the
purpose of illustrating the mysteries of the Gospel, the common and
familiar occurrences of every-day-life. The parables of the Sower,
the Prodigal Son and the Ten Virgins, were founded upon such occur-
rences as were frequent in the countries in which he taught, and went
or came frequently before the eyes of his hearers.

The ceremony of Marriage as described by travelers in the East
now, shows that little change has been made since the time when our
Savior gave utterance to the parable under consideration. A descrij)-

tion given by one of these travelers, of a marriage witnessed by him-
self, throws some light on the subject. The writer says: "After w^ait-

ing two or three hours, at length, near midnight, it was announced, as
in the very words of the Scripture, "Behold, the Bridegi'oom cometh:
go ye out to meet him. " All the procession emploj^ed, now lighted

their lamps and ran with them in their hands to fill up their stations

in the procession. Some of them had lost their lights, and were un-
prepared, but it was then too late to seek them, and the crowd all

moved on."
The character of the modem lamps suggests that kind, probably,

referred to by our Savior. Some of them consist of a staff, with an
opening at the top, to be filled with oil, in which the wick is placed.

These are carried like torches. Others are made of linen rolled very
tightly and saturated at one end with oil; this, also, is carried in the
hand like a torch. Others consist of shallow vessels of varied shapes,
that are carried in the hands like the common hand-lamp of to-day.

—

All were small and required frequent replenishing of the oil. Henc^,
when they were carried out on an occasion like that mentioned in the,

parable, it was necessary to take an extra supply of oil, in a?,^SM^,
caiTied for the piu-pose. -, . Y^ ,

In the marriage of which our Savior speaks, as wa,s the etistoi^'ot

the country, the torch or lamp-bearers were ten virgins, t)f^thes^ we
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are told thftl five were wisi' and five were f(jolish. I ai>prflieud no
lesson taught by this equal division: The Savior eouldnot iiave meant
that the lost and saved ^vould l)e ei|ual]y dividinl, because everywhen;

«'lse in tlie Bible tlie representation is that tiie wicked will exceed in

nunibei- the ri.iihteinis. Neither is there any collateral evidence to sus-

tain the idia that of tliose wlio should jirofess to follow Him. exactly

one-half would j)erisli. Having, therefore, so little evidence of the

motive our Savior had in making the division an equal one, a safer and
wiser course, it seems to me, will be to leave that question in the un-
certainty with which it is surrounded in the teachings of Him whose
ways are not :is our waj'S.

' This. til")!, is the lesson of the parable: Of those who pi'ofess to

belong to llie Kingdom of Heaven, some will watch with their lamps
well tilled and their cans well supplied, and will be ready to respond
to the summons. ••Beliold. the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
Him," while others, less Avatchful, will be caught with their cans
empty, and will be unable to join the grand procession of the redeemed,
as they eutei- the pearly gates of the mansion above.

In the parable we "find at the several steps, points of great similari-

ty between the wise and foolish virgins. First, thej^ are all virgins

—

there is no difference apparent to the observer in them. Second, they
enter upon the watcli together. They have the same professed de-

signs. No difPerence is discoverable here. Third, they all alike are

provided with their lam])s and the vessels in which to carry the extra
.*<upply of oil necessary for the night's consumption. Fourth, they all

grcAv weary and slept. Fifth, wlien the alarm is made tliej' all go out
to meet the Bridegroom. Up to this point no difference between them
has been perceived. The time, however, to test the question has ar-

rived. The lamps must be burning—the wise have oil with them in

their vessels with their lamps, and can quickly have a bright, flaming
light. The foolish, though they appeared to be exactly like the others,

differed from them fatall3\ When thev would trim their lamps and
till them with oil, they found nothing in their empty cans, and they
ask their wiser companions, "Give us of your oil, for our lamps are
gone out." But this could not be. The Avise knew that they had no
more than would be sufficient for their own lamps; hence they could
not supply the need of the foolish virgins, but advised them to go to
those that sold, and buy for themselves.

Now, the Kingdom of Heaven is like it, First, the watchers for
the Kingdom of Heaven are of one race, by nature, morally equal.

—

Second, they watch for the same thing and strive alike to find an en-
trance into the same rest at last. Third, they are alike prepared with
souls to save, minds to think and repent, and tongues to confess.

—

Fourth, they are subject to the same infirmities. They grow weary
of life's toilsome watch, and sleep. The Christian seldom keeps con-
tinually awake. Fifth, the wise and the foolish alike must finally

hear the summons that Aviil put to the test their wisdom. Then the
mighty difference will be seen. The wise have not depended upon
the short supplj- of the oil of unworthy professions and a lamp of
morality. They have their hearts filled with the Grace of God, and
when they go down into the dark valley of the shadow of Death, they
mil fear no evil. Their lamps will dispel the darkness, and in the
power of the regenerating grace God will be with them. The fatigue
of life, the delay in the coming may make the wise even fall into sleep;

but supplied with grace, they are ever ready to meet the Bridegi'oom
when He comes. The watchers represented by the foolish virgins have
not God'sL,grace in their hearts. The light of a Christian profession
and an outward show of piety may have shone along the pathway of
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life, but when the hour of trial comes, the flickering liglit of false prf>-

fession goes out and leaves tiie foolish watcher in daj-kness, and he ealis

on his wiser neighhoi-s for supplies of grace; but they can only pf)int

to the Throne of Grace, alas! when it is too late, and witli liis lamp
gone out, and no oil of love in his can, the poor wretch enters upon an
eternity of Darkness.

The Baptist denomination hold by a lease of ninety-nine yeais
from the State of Alabama, the old Capitol, at Tuscaloosa, on the con-
dition that a school shall be kept up in the house.

The Alabama Central Female College has been in successful opera-
tion in the building for fifteen years, and is now in a state of complete
organization, every department being well provided for, and offers to
young ladies the very best facilities for thorough education. The value
of the property to the denomination is estimated at .$300,000. Rev.
Joshua H. Foster, the President of the Institution, is favorably known
thi'oughout the State for the wisdom of his discipline and the thorough-
ness of the training of his pupils.

Resolved, Therefore, that we cordially commend the school to
the patronage of the public, and Ave think it is the duty of the denomi-
nation to sustain it.

liepoi't on Toiiipei*«iic*e.

We believe that a strict adherence to the laws of Temperance by
'-

^ all persons would greatly increase longevity and very greath* increase
our capacity for domg good. There is far more benefit to be dei'ived

;

' • from the observance of these laws than most persons are aware of.

—

Let every brother present resolve to take strict cognisance of his daily
' habits, in all respects, and comply with the laws of Temperance care-

fully for one year, and see the result. All will be astonished to see

the improvement in health and morals. As an illustration and for the
encouragement of those who are willing to make the trial, read care-

fully the first chapter of Daniel. The four children of Judah were
chosen that they might be taught "the learning and the tongue of the
Chaldeans," And the King appointed them a daily provision of the
King's meat, and of the wine which he drank, so nourishing them
three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the King.

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the portion of the King's meat nor with the wine which he tkank.
And when, at his own request, he and his three companions were pei--

mitted to test the matter by ten days abstinence from the King's meat
and drink, during which time they ate the plain, simple food to which
they had been accustomed, "and at the end of the ten days their coun-
tenances appeared fairer and fatter in ficsh than all the children which
did eat the portion of the King's meat." This is proof, as a matter of
health. And we see by fixrther reading that they were allowed to

adopt this plain food for the three years, and at the end of this time
• ,. "among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
^v Azariah. And in all matters of wisdom and understanding that the

Kmg enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the

magicians and astrologers that were in all his realms."
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This is iticK)!' of its liciutifs. nu-utally and nunallv.
Kcspcftfiillv siibniittKl.

T. V. r>. >I< )()]!.

1^<"|><(>1*1 oil I)<><*1H11<-1C li^.

W<'. your (Oninuttcc on Docunicnts. beg k'snc to report:

That on txanuninu- tlu- h'ttcrs from the srviral ('hnrf)ics, wi-

find tiic follow inji queries:

1. One from 2se\v Bethel: "Is foot-waphin.ii' an ordinance, iluty or

<)l)ii!iatif)n of the ("hureh of Christ, as a Chinch i""'

2. One from New Prospect: ""Is it in aeeordi'.nee with the teacli-

inas of the New Testament, or is it the custom of BajUists. for one
.Minister ai.o.nk to ordain anotheri''"

*

We also timithat Konp'.s Valley, ^Fud Creek. l>i.u' Creek and Prude's
Creek Churchis petition for letters of dismission fioni tliis l)ody.

We would furtliermore i-(speetfidl_v call the attention of this body
and Baptists within our hounds, to the C'ircular <;!' brotlier J. IT. Fostx-r.

^vhicll sets forth in a very comi)rehensive and s;;tisl'a(;torv manner the

advanla,uT's and claims oi tlie "Alabama Central Female Colhi.".'." lo-

<'ate(l at Tuscaloosa, upon the denomination in this State.

We fuul nothinj: moie to notice.

All of whi<h is respt ctfullv submitted.

J. }I. Wi:AT]!EKLY,<'hn.

3?e|><>i"t o)[* ^ec'oiid I^^f^t:l•i<•i 31o«>i iim jf.

The District Meetinu" of tlie Canaan As.sociation was held witli th"
IJijr Ci'cek Church on Saturday before the tijst Sabbath in Aujj:ust.

1872. Ten Churciw s were rejiresentcd by eitlwr letteis oi' ilelegates.

Debated three queries but took no vote oji 1hen>.

On Sabbath, preachinn- by Bretlu-eu Norwood and lluckabee.
On Monday tlie follow ing query, whicli liad been jiroposed on

Saturday, was discussed by bretlin'ii lluckabee. Kent, Nftrwood and
Thomi)sou: -'Is foot-washin.u; an ordinance, duty or obligation of the
Church of Christ, as a C'hurchy" Took a vote on said query and it

was unanimously voted, ""No.''

Proposed the follo\\ ing query to be discussed at our next Annual
District Meeting, viz: "IIow often should a Cluircli receive an ac-
knowledgement for tJu' same i)ublie offense'/" Brethren lluckabee and
O. M. Smith Avere ajipointed to open the debate.

The second query. "What should be done with a member who
fails or refuses to aid in the support of the Pastor?" E. C. Smith and
J. B. Liveh' to open debate.

Third query, "Is the non-attendance of malenumbers at Satui'day
Confeieuee meeting a Scriptmal cause for discipline or non-fellowship?
Kent and Grimes to open debate.

Appointed our next meeting to be held with New Bethel Church,
lieginning on Saturday before the third Sabbath in August. \H~'S. That
Elder H. G. Smith be appointed to jii-each the introductoiy Sermon
and Elder G. B. Powell be ajipointed his alternate.

Elder B. S. Thompson was Moderat.a' and T. F. A\'a]drop Clerk.
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t2,o<?l£ (Jx'ools Olitiir-cli.

W(% your coinmittc^e. appointed by tliis body last year to visit

liock Creek Cliureb. met arcordinglj" on Saturday before the 3d Sab-
bath in Deoeuil)('r last, after an inten'sting Sermon, preached by
lirother llucka1)ec. The Church being all assend^led, appointed Elder
.V. J. Waldrop. ^loderator.

On motion, the Church unanimously received the Com.mittee, after

which the Church A\as informed by brother Huckabee of the object of
our meeting. The object bi.^ing to ascertain whether the action of the
( 'hurch in the restoration of W. T. Rogers, by giving him a Letter,

was Scriptural or not. We, your Committee, will just state that we
found the Church in harmony. After some remarks by several of the
fonmiittee and others, a motion was made by the Church to rescind

their former action and to call for tlie letter they had given Mr. Rogers,
together with his credentials; and when the question or voice of the
( 'hurcli was taken, it was unanimous in rescintling their former action.

On motion, the Church agreed to appoint a committee Avliose duty
it should be to demand the letter and credentials wliich he once pe-
remptorily refused to give up. and in case he should refuse tf) comply,
they were to notify him that he, the said W. T. Rogers, would be pub-
lished in two newspapers—The Baptist, at Memphis, Tennessee, and
TJie Index, at Atlanta, Ga.

P. S.—We, your connnittee, would further rejjort that we demand-
i d the letter given to Mr. Rogers, and also his credentials, and that he
i(!fused to give them up. We would further state that we left tlu^

(!hurch in good order.

J. B. HUCKABEE.
)

JAMES GRIMES, [ .,

B. S. THOMPSON. M^'^«™ittee.

JOHN WILKS, J

Irlej>or*t of*»J. 31. TliomasaJ.
Dear Brethren:—Though I am with you as Corresponding Mes-

senger, yet I am with you as an Evangelist and feel it due to say that,
tiist and last, I have spent over three months reviewing the Northern
portion of your Association, trying to preach and teach and lecture all

the time. This is a noble field for 3Iissionary labor, cjuite too large for
one Minister, and believing means cannot be raised to employ two, I
would suggest that each Minister in your body give one month's service
next year to the itineracy. I have tried to preach 86 times and made
many lectures on missions and schools and religious progi-ess, and have
sf'cn cheering signs of good effects. Our denominational papers and
literature are scarce in this region, hence the cause suffers. I have
found a half dozen destitute places where houses for worship are offer-

ed to us as a people, where Churches can be erected. I have given my
best efforts to the cause of Sabbath Schools, and could give you a
glowing report; but I forbear. The dear little boys and gu'ls have sup-
plied my wants this year, so my services have been without ccjst to you.

J. M. THOMAS.

d
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liffcivrd #123 28
For .Minutes .f;-38 48

C "orrrsj x )n(U'iiO(' 11 00
Foioigu ]\Iissiou 36 90

DoiiK^stie Mission 36 90

tl23 28
31. K. VANN, Treasurer.

From the Christian Imlex I'c South Western Baptist.

When a g'ooil man dies it seems proper that some suitahle mention shoulrl
l)e made of his lil'e and works.

In obedient-e to this thought, I will notice, briefly, the record of the TJev
Allen McDonahl. nlio was born in South Carolina, in November, 1791, and died
.It his residence, in Jefl'erson county, Ala., May 15th, 1872—aged 81 years.—
While he was a youg man he went to Tennessee*, where he lived a few years :

and wliile there tlie Indian war broke out. He was a young man and.joined the
army, and >erve(l iii.scuuutry uuderJackson—was in that campaign all through
what is now known as Talladega county, Ala.

In 1814 he was married to a Miss Pha'be Ray, and indeed, sh3 was an
lielpmet t for him." Tliey soon came to Alabama, and settled in Jefferson
<'ounty ; and soon afterward, he attaclied himself to tlie Heljron cliurch of said
county. It was soon seen that the Lord had a work for him to do, and so he
was licensed to exercise his gifts. The country was new, many persons com-
ing in all eager for money, and hence in this new field of labor, there was a
vast amount of work for him to do. God had given him a sound and healthful
body, great zeal, strong lungs, and well did he use all his powers for God's
glory. He was never regarded as a very strong man in doctrine, (yet ''sound to
the core,"') but he was what was far better, a "good man," "known and read of
all men."

In the <lays of "Camp" and "Protracted" meetings, Bro. McDonald was
considered almost indispensable. When such meetings were appointed, he
was always invited, and when he could, always attemled. His work was so
well understood by all that it was hardly necessary for the committee on devo-
tion to say, "Bro. "McDonald will close the exercises."

The writer of this sketch has often been with him on those occasions of
which he now speaks. After the congregation had lieeu dismissed, and all had
retired to rest, some poor, wounded sinner would desire that some one should
pray for them, when Bro. McDonald was almost certain to be sent for. How
often we have listened to his well known voice, with all the energy of his soul
ascending to God. It may be said of him : He was trulv a man "of "prayer"
and "faitli." and for hours would he thus spend his time—sometimes almost
all the night would lie devoted to praying, singing, instructing and exhorting.
Many stars will be in his "crown of rejoicing."

" Bro. McDonald was ordained to the lull work of the ministry in 1843, by
Byars, Scott and Holcombe. He sustains an irreproachable character. H"e
was one of the few men whom the tongue of slander could not reach—he was
"above suspicion." His end was almost like the sainted "Enoch," he ^> as not,
for God took him. On the day of his death he ate dinner as usual, was cheer-
ful, talking to his family, went and lay down on the bed, and, in five minutes,
passed away alniii>t without a struggle.

He leaves his aged companionlind many relatives to mourn after him.

—

May his mantle fall upon his son. A. J. WALDROP.

Pho?ba McDonald, relict of Rev. A. McDonald, died at the late residence
of said deceased, on—the—day of—1872. they having lived together as husband
and wife for near sixty years. They both sleep in the same burying grjund.
She was soon privileged" to join him" on the "other shore." " A.J. W.
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