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MINUTES. " 0aT

SATURDAY, Octoher, 19, 1850.

The delegates from the churches, visiting ministers apd a
large number of brethren and friends, met at Pisgah Meeting-
House, Perry county, Alabama, being the Thirty-third Anniver-
sary Meeting of the Cahaw ha Association. The Introductory

Discourse was delivered by Elder J. H. DeVotie, from Isiah, 60th
chapter and last verse.

After Preaching, the delegates assembled at the Meeting
Hcuse. Elder A. G. McCravv, the former Moderator, being pre-

sent, presided until the election of a Moderator.

The Association was opened with prayer by Elder A. G,
McCraw,

Elected A. G. McCraw, Moderator, arid Wm. S. Mtree, Clerk.

Messengers from Other Associations and visiting ministers,

were invited to seats, and upon motion, Elder G. B. Davis, Agent
for Indian Missions, was invited to a seat with us.

Correspondence from sister Associations was called for. and
extended the hand of fellowship to their representatives and cor-

dially invited them to seats with us.

Letters from the churches Were then presented and read, dele-

gates names enrolled and referred to the committee on documents.
The standing committees were appointed, viz ;

On Preaching.— Elder John S. Ford, the Pastor, and Wm. A.
Melton, and Drury S Boyd, Deacons of Pisgah church, with
Brethren E. D. King, George Hopper and C. C. Huckabee.
On the Order of Business.—Elders John E. S lmners. JohnSan-

sing and Bro. Jacob -Kynerd, and on 'motion, the Moderator and
Clerk were added.

On Domestic Missions.—Eiders R. Holman, John Dennis, H. P,

Griffin and Jabez Brassel.

On Foreign Missions.— Eiders J. H. DeVotie, and Brethren J.

R. Hendon, J. G. Huckabee. E. C. Norris.

On Finance.—Brethren Wm. N. vYyatt, Jesse Hollifield, Willis
Nunnelly. John Y. Jackson;

On Education.—Elders'! F. Curtis, R. Holtnnn, J. H. DeVotie,
and Brethren E. D.King. Win. N. Wyatt.C. C. Huckabee, A. L.
Bram<\ Wm. S. Miree.

On Temperance.—Brethren C C. Huckabee, Wm. Muckle,
Wm. A. Melton, VV. Mil<3>n. A. L. Bram*.
On the Southern Baptist Publication Socit 'if.—Elders John S,

Ford, T. F. Curtis, John Dennis, and Bro. .. VV', CJrehshaw.
On (he Bible Cause.—*Elder R. Holman, J. J, Haggard, Breth*

yen Jacob Kyherd, Wm. B. Lavvson,



On -Indian Missions.—Brethren J. R. Hendon, Ltrke Smith* and
Elders Noah Haggard, J. H. DeVotie.

On Sabbath Schools.—Elders R. Graham, John Sansing, and
Brethren James Mason, Wm. Eddings.

On Letters and Corresponding Documents.— Elders J. H. DeVo^
tie, John Dennis, R. Holman. T. F. Curtis, Noah Haggard, and
Brethren B. P. Hill, Joseph A Blakey.

Opened the doors for the reception of churches, there being no
application.

Upon application by letter.and through her delegates, Canaan
church was dismissed from us.

The committee to arrange preaching on Sabbath, made the fol-

lowing report, viz: Elder R. Holman to preach the Missionary

Sermon, half past ten o'clock, A. M. After half hour's recess,

Elder T. F. Curtis to preach a sermon preparatory to the admin-

istration of the Lord's Supper, and that Elders John Dennis and

A. G. McCraw officiate at the table.

On motion, it was unanimously agreed, fo comply with the res

quest of the members of Pisgah church to commune with them
on Sabbath.

Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock, A. M. Prayer by

Elder t. F.Curtis.

SABBATH, October 20, 1850.

Pursuant to arrangement, Elder R. Holman preached on the

subject ot'Missions, which was responded to by the audience, by
casting into the treasury of the Lord, quite as freely as could have
been expected. After half an hour's recess, Elder T. F. Curtis de-

livered an appropriate discourse preparatory to the celebration of

the Lord's Supper, quite to the satisfaction of the audience; after

which, the Sacrament of the Supper was administered to three or

four hundred communicants, by Elders John Dennis and A. G,

McCraw. The day was truly, profitably and pleasantly spent;

and no doubt that its privileges and benefits will he had in re-

memberance in the great day of Eternity

MONDAY, October 21.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Elder Noah Haggard.
Called for the report of Committee of Arrangement, read, re-

ceived and committee discharged.



Then proceeded to call the names of Delegates and marked
absentees.

First District Represented as follows

Counties. Churches. Delegate*

Bibb.

Perry.

Bibb.

Bethel,

Mount Gilead,

Mount Zion,

Hepsabah,
Pisgah,

Pilgrim's Rest,

Friendsbi ),

Cahawba Valley.

Bretliren James Mason, and Benj. Little.

Breth. Jos. A. Blakey, Thos. L. Stewart and
Win. Edmonds.

Elder H. P. Griffin, and Br. Jacob Lightsly and
Thos Blakey.

Breth. Jno. G. Veedle, Jas. W. Cranford.
Elder Jabez Brassel, and Breth. Wm. A. Mel-
ton, Rich'd Farrar, G. \V. Blakey, W. S. Miree.
Breth. Jas. W. MtCullough, Win. M. MeCul-

longh, Absoloir. Ford,
Breth. Jas. Griffin and John McFar'in.
Elders Noah Haggard, J. J. Haggard, C. F.
Clabough, and Bro. L. T. McGuire.

Sscomd District Represented as follows :

Counties. 1 Churches. Delegate.-?.

Perry.

Perry.

Concord,

Oakmulgee,

Perry, Providence,

Perry, Shilorr,

Perry,

Dallas,

Dallas,

Perry,

Dallas,

Fellowship,

Selma
Salem,
Mt. Ed,en,

Liberty,

Perry,

Perry,

Canaan,
Pine Flat,

Elder John Sansing, and Breth. Wm. Muckle
Geo. W. Waters, Benj. F. Baling and E. G
Lankford.

Elder A. G. McCraw, and Breth. Geo. Hopper,
Solomon Smith, J. J. W. Crow, C. C. Smith,
Leonard Butler.

Breth. Thos.- Turnbow, J. W, Crenshaw, A. L.
Bra me.

Breth. Isaac Oakes, John Y. Jackson, Jesse M.
Heard, Thos. A. Heard, Seth B. Ford.

Breth. J. S. Eaves. S. T. Letcher.

[Elder CM. Breaker, and Bro. W.Milton.

Breth. J. Kyherd, Z. Melton Geo. R. Smith.

I

Elder John Dennis* and Bro. Willis Nunnellv.
IBreth. J. M. Mitchell and J. Shearer.

Third Disirict Represented asfollows

LOU.VIiES. CHUKCHeS. "'
1. r. \TFS.

Perry, Fellowship, B. Cr'k. Br. Luke S nitli . iria 1'ramni -i. Jv.», tloliheld,

Allen A. Smith', Thos. Curb, Root. < arter.

Perry, Hopewell. Breth. S. B. Plea-ant-, Jesse M.-Cole

Elders R. Ilolman. T. F. Curtis. J. 11. DeVotie,

Perry, Siloam, R. Graham, and Breth. E, D. King,

Wvatt, Win. L.wson, J. A. Melcher
Wm. N.

Perry, Union, Bro. Samuel Richardson,

Perry, Mount Pleasant, Elder J. S. Ford, and Breth. David <

Mark Phillips

Kynerdj

ferry, Said is, Breth. Sion Tubh, Win. Sanders, John Huey.
Greene, A .tied!,

J

Breth. B.P.Hill, P. G. Stark. Wm. R. c.0l.

Mobile, iSt. Fvancis Street. Elders R. 1 oiman, T. P Curtis.

Mobile, African Bap. Ch. | Elders R. Holman, T. F. Curtis,



Fourth District Represented as follows

Counties. Churches. Delegates.

Greene,
Tuscaloosa
.Greene,

Greene,
Greene,
Perry,

Greene,

Salem,
Mount Pleasant,

Bethsiada,

Bethel),

Mount Hebron,
New Hope,
Newbern,

Br. G. H. Sheldon, W. A. Bishop, E. C. Norris.
Breth. Joseph Freeman, W. P. Hutchings.
Bro. B. P. Ferre!.

Breth. R. Y. Wood, E. W. Davis.
Eld. J. E, Sumners, and Bro. Joseph Hopson.
Breth.C. C. Huckabee, J. G. Huckebee, and J.

R. Hendon.

Returned Correspondence as will be seen by Table of Corre •

dence : To the Alabama Association.—Elder R. Holmnn, J. H.
.DeVotie ; To the Tus/ialoosa Association.—Elders Noah Haggard,
J. E. Sumners, J. J. Haggard. John Sansing, and Bro, B, P. Hill;

To the Bethel Association.—Elders R. Holrnan, J. H. DeVotie;
To the Mtrfbury Association.—Elders John Sansing, John E. Sum-
ners, C. F. Clabough, H. P. Griffin; To the Union Association.—
Elder John Dennis, Brethren E. €. Norris, F. G. Stark; To the

Columbus Association.—Elders T. F. Curtis, R. Graham, and Bro.

Wm, B. Lawson; To the Bethlehem Association.—Elders T. F. Cur-
tis and R. Holrnan.

Called for the Report on Education; read, adopted and com**

mittee discharged. [Appendix A.]
On motion, the general business was suspended, to take up a

collection for Bro. Howard, Benificiary of Howard College.

—

Amount collected, fifty-five dollars and thirty-five cents, and Bro.

Win. B. Lawson agreed to give two months board, viz: one to

pro. Howard, a«d one to Bro. Wilkes.
Called for the Report.on Domestic Missions; read, adopted and

committee discharged. [Appendix B.]

Called for the Report on Foreign Missions; read, adopted and
committee discharged. [Appendix C]

Called for the Report,on Letters and Documents; read, adopted
and committee discharged. [Appendix D.]

Called for the Report on the Southern B*p. Publication Society;

read, adopted and committee discharged. [Appendix E.]

Called for the Report on Sunday Schools; read, adopted and
committee discharged. JAppendixF.]
Upon the reception of the above report, it was agreed to send

ten delegates to I he Sunday School Union Association. The fol-

lowing Brethren were appointed: J H. DeVotie, J. S. Ford. W.
A. Melton. R. Holman, W. N. Wyatt, C. C. Huckabee. John
Dennis, C. M. Breaker, and A. G. McCraw. Due notice will be

given of the time and place of said meeting.

Called for the Report on the Bible Cause; read, adopted and
committee discharged. [Appentlix G.J
On motion, the general business was suspended for the purpose

,of soliciting contributions. It was. responded toby the brethren,

The amount contributed, sixty dollars, 1'or which the Moderator,



an motion, invoked' the blessing of God upon the contribution.

Called for the Report on Temperance;' read, adopted and com-
mittee discharged. [Appendix H.]j

Called for the Report on Indian Missions; read, adopted and
committee discharged. [Appendix I.]

On motion, again suspended the general business, for the^ pur- -

pose of soliciting contributions in' aid of Indian Missions, which
Was responded to by the brethren: The' amount contributed was
ninety-four dollars and ten cents.

Called for the Report on Finance; read, adopted and committee
discharged. [Appendix K.] Treasurer's Report under same head.

Resolved, That the next session of this Association be held with the Fel-

lowship church, (Brush Creek,) commencing Saturday before the third

Lord's day in October
1

, 1851.

C. C. Huckabee, Wm. Muckle and J. R. Hendon were appoin-

ted a committee to nominate the preachers. of the next anniver-

sary sermons.
The committee on nominations reported : Elder C. F, Sturgis

to preach the Introductory; Elder A. G. MeCraw, Alternate, and
Elder T, F. Curtis preach the Missionary Sermon; and Elder T*hos.

Chilton, Alternate.

Resolved That the amount se;it up for Bible Cause, be paid over to the

Alabama Bible Society.

Resolved, That the amount sent up for Foreign and Domestic Missions,

be paid over to the Alabama Baptist Suite Convention. TIie amount for

Indian Missions be paid by the Treasurer to Elder G. B. Davis, Agent for

Indian Missions.

Instructed the Treasurer to appropriate fifty two dollars for

Minutes, and that the Clerk be paid twenty dollars for superin-

tending the printing of the same.

Resolved. That the Treasurer be instructed, after deducting the amounts
already appropriated, to send the ballance oi the funds in his hands through

the Alabama Baptist State Convention, to be. equally divided between the

Foreign and Domestic Mission Boards.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to pay out the amount raised

for Bro. Howard as necessity requires.

Upon motion Bro. Wm. N. Wyatt was unanimously appointed
Treasurer for the ensuing Associational year.

Upon motion proceeded to appoint delegates to the Alabama
Baptist State Convention, to convene with Marion Church. Perry
county, Saturday before the lirst. Lord's day bii Xovtiibcr next.

Whereupon the following brethren were appointed: Ehb'i-s J.-ili n

Dennis. John Sansing, H. P. Griffin, Noah Haggard, John E. Sura-

ners, and Brethren Jesse M. Cole, J. G. Huckabee. Wm. Muckle,
John R. Hendon and Luke Smith.

Resolved, That we recommend to the churches to state on their letters to

the Association what amounts havs been paid by them during the year for

the several benevolent objects favored by this body.

Resolved, That the- amount of -collections taken up on Sabbath at the As-
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sociations hereafter, shall be equally divided between Domestic, Indian and
Foreign Missions,

Resolved, That any member of this Association presenting a copy of these

Minutes lo any other Association with whom we correspond, shall be an au-

thorized delegate of this body.

Resolved, That this Association request the churches in reporting their

statistics to state the number of white male members, and white female mem-
bers, and colored members distinctly and separately.

Resolved, That the Chairman of Committees hereafter shall be appointed

on Domestic, Indian a»d Foreign Missions, Temperance, Sabbath Schools,

Education, Bible cause and Southern Baptist Publication Society, and be

required to report at the meeting of this body, succeeding the time of their

appointment. And no report shall be spread upon the Minutes that exceeds

one and a half pages ; and it is desirable that no one report exceed one page,

and if the Chairman of either of the above named Committees fail to attend

the nexi. Annual Meeting of the Cahawba Association that he be requested to

send his report.

Whereupon the Moderator appointed on Education, Elder
Th-os. G. Keen ; on Domestic Missions, Elder R. Holman , on For-

eign Missions, Elder T. F.Curtis; on Indian Missions, Elder
Thos. Chilton , on the Bible cause. Elder J. H. De Vofie ; on Sun-
day Schools, Elder C. M. Breaker ; on Temperance, Elder John
S. Ford ; on Publication Society, Bro. C. C. Huckabee.

Resolved, That we thank Almighty God for having given us brethren and

friends within the bounds of Pisgah church, who have so generously and

kindly entertained this Association..

Brethren De Votie, J, S. Ford and Holman were appointed a
committee to prepare a corresponding letter to sister Associations.

The Association having disposed of all the business before them
adjourned to meet, again with the Follovvship church, (Brush

Creek.) Perry county, Saturday before the third Sabbath in Octo-
ber, 1851.

CONCLUDING ARTICLE.
The Session of this Association adjourned, and in conclusion

sung a hymn with tears, and extended to each other the parting-

hand and parting embrace, with joyful hopes that if they should
not meet any more in such heavenly places in this world that we
would meet again in that world of peace where sighing and part-

ing will be no more. Prayer by Elder John Dennis.

A. G. McCRAW, Moderator,
Wm. S. Miree, Clerk.
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APPENDIX.

[A.]

Report of the Committee on Education,

Intellectual education, without proportionate moral cultivation and religious

instruction, is always attended with danger, and very often leads to destruction.

Those parents who are truly pious, will perceive' that any system of edu-

cation for the young that omits religion, is essentially defective and must prove
a failure.

A youth may be highly educated and yet grow up to be a sensualist, or a
swindler, and break a parent's heart. Educationfounded on a religious basis, is

thegreat want of the age. This can only be done by denominations, they being

the only organized religious bodies at an adapted to the work. As Baptists,

our great numbers make it eminently out duty to do this, and enable us to car-

ry it into effect with the greatest certainty of success. As an Association, we
have a solemn responsibility resting on us to keep this in view, both betause our
State Denominational Institutions are located within our own limits, and also

because it is expressly provided, in regard to one of these, (the Judson Institute,)

that should the State Convention ever be dissolved, the solemn trust involved
in the possession of the property of that Institution, shall devolve on this As-
sociation.

This is a self-supporting institution. It requires no pecuniary aid, and asks
only our prayers and patronage, that it may continue to be of the eminent ser-

vice to the cause of education, of our denomination and of Christ, which it has
thus far been, through the blessing ot God, and the judicious religious instruc-

tions of the Principal. Five or six of the young ladies have within the last As-
sociational year, become connected with one of the churches of the Association.

Howard College has been equally blessed in this respect. Indeed, nine or

ten of its members have, within a few months, professed to pass from death
unto life, and at this time, far the larger number of the students in the advanced
department, are professors of religion. Apart even from what it has done
and i« doing for the rising ministry, it has, under the very able management of
President Sherman accomplished more as a Denominational College of Educa-
tion, than could possibly have been anticipated. And yet, if this Institution

were supported by the united efforts and prayers of the Baptists of the State

and should they earnestly cluster around, it might easilv bri made of ten fold

greater value to our denomination, and in fact to every Baptist parent.

We believe the lime for this has now arrived, that by a judicious, concentrated-,

and earnest effort, the whole strength of the denominauon can be completely
enlisted and united in this enterprise. Efforts should at once be made to secure
to the Holy work of religious education through the means of this Institution,

the co-operation of the highest wisdom and ripest experience of the State, the

affections of every section, and an endowment adequate to carry on this work ill

a becoming and liberal spirit. Perhaps there are individuals whom the Lord
has blessed with wealth, who may feel it the noblest legacy they can leave their

families, or endow Professorships in their own names, thus to distant ages and
when all other property has changed hands and cannot be identified, securing

to their families the r'chest of all inheritances, the remmembranee of a nobie

deed, doing the world and the denomination good as long as time shall last. We
believe that Churches and Associations should do what they can to further the

work, and could the whole of what has been alluded to, be carried out, we are

convinced that ^1U0,000 easily could and at once ought to be raised for an en-

dowment; and when it can be ascertained, to our satisfaction, either through the

•Convention or otherwise, that the Churches and Associations generally arc
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rp*dy to engage in this work, we will be ready fairly to do ouriull propoi iion of
this sum, and if it is thought best, we will ourselves put an agent in the field to

raise whatever of it belongs to us.

Nor must the important bearing of this subject on Ministerial Education be*

(H-erlooked. In this Institution, within the past year, twelve young brethren
have been studying Divine truth, with a direct view to increase their usefulness -

in the Christian ministry. Some ofthem have been reading the Holy Scriptures
in the languages, in which they, were originally inspired ofGod. Others system-

.

atically contemplating the great doctrines of revelation as set forth in the Con-
fessions of Faith of this and other Associations. Others have been in various
ways preparing more clearly and usefully to "preach the word."

Notthdt education makes ministers. Indeed, that idea is so. far from being
fostered by this Institution that every young man before he can be admitted as a

student preparing for the ministry, must not only satisfy the Board of the Con-
vention of his call of God, but. produce a recommendation from his church, ap-

proving of his purpose, believing him called to prepare for the work. This puts
all the power where it ought to rest, in the hands of the churches, which are in-

dependent bodies.

But education can and does greatly add to the usefulness of Holy Ministers

of Jesus Chiist. Who would suppose that a minister could not preach better for

being able to read his Bible ? Why then should we doubt thaiieducation makes
ministers more useful?

The labors of several of those now studying at Marion, during the intervals of

study on the Sabbath, both in preaching and exhortation, have been signally bles-

i*ed in promoting revivals of religion. Churches have been constituted through
their labors, divisions healed and numbers have professed conversion, affording

thus the best reason to hope that they are called of God to this work. The ed-

ucation of these brethren is without charge. Bv.% the expense of their Board
frequently devolves on the Convention. This can only be met by contributions

from the Associations and Churches, from year to year. A single case might be

mentioned as an example where a minister, by no means wealthy, has formed'.

such a hope of the future usefulness of one brother, that he himself, pays half

his board. We believe those expectations will not be disappointed, and close by

offering the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Association do now suspend the usual businesss, for a few
minutes, whije an effort is made to raise a sufficient sum to pay the other half oi

the board of the brother above alluded to, for one year.

T, F. CURTIS, Chairman.

[B]

'

Report on Domestic Missions

Your Committee submit the fo lowing as their Report

:

J. The Field. It embraces the slaveholding States ; 14 in number—namely,
Maryland. Virginia. North and South Carolina, Georgia, Fjorida, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas. Louisiana, and Texas. This-

field contains a population of about ten millions. The daily increase is about

>

700, or255,500 annually. Nearly one-third of this population are colored. The
newly acquired territory adds to ourfield,and increasesour responsibilities.

II. The Destitution of this Field. Were all our preachers devoted to the

work of the ministry, and distributed equally over the whole field, there would be

only one Baptist minister to 3046 persons; and were our churches thus uniform-

ly distributed, there would be one church only to 2061 persons. A large num-
ber of ministers are devofing a portion, or the whole, of their time to other work.

And those who. are given to the ministry of the Word are very unequally distri-

buted over the field. Consequently large sections are entirely destitute. Many
places do not receive a visit from a minister ot the Gospel for many consecutye,

years. Not a few persons ofmature years have never seen a minister of Christ

"and are as ignorant of the plan of salvation as are the Heathen. This destitution

is daily increasing, as the increase of population exceeds the efforts to spread

the Gospel. The field is not oply destitute of the,. Gospel, but it is infested, with
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minouserrors of almost every form. Of these Romanism is among the most'

thrifty and formidable. Its steady and fixed aim is universal dominion—spiritu-

al and; temporal. It pursues its object with perseverance and energy. Its meth-
od is cunning-craftiness and deceit. Its instruments are employed without scru-

ple or pity. Stern and inflexible in every feature, it yields nothing—concedes
nothing. It claims infallibility and admits no change. What it is in history it is

now in spirit, and will be in action as it obtains power. Having lost its strong

hold in other countries, it is making desperate effurts to establish itself in this.

III.. The Object of the Board That our country may be secure, every town
and neighborhood must be supplied with an evangelical ministry, and every fami-

ly with the Bible. This is the object of the Board : This they are doing as fast

as means are supplied ; by aiding churches too feeble to sustain their minister::

by sending the preacher where the name of Christ is not known ; by establishing

Sabbath Schools and kindred institutions. Especially is it the aim of the Board
to preach the Gospel to the colored ;.people. Their efforts in this department
have been peculiarly blessed.

IV. The means requisite. The institutions of the Gospel cannot be sustained

without money. Ifmen are sent to preach the Gospel to the poor, they must be

supported. This money must be raised by the free-will offering of those who
know the blessedness of the Gospel. It is expected, that every friend of Jesus is

a friend to the poor. This friendship should be manifested by sending the Gos-
pel ofJesus to the poor. A sum equal to ten cents annually, from each member,
would enable the Board to employ 208 Missionaries. Cannot this be raised im-

mediately ?

V. Plan ofraising.Funds. We need apian which will reach every member
of the church, rich and poor, male and female, white and colored ; and that shall

be adapted to the circumstances of all. The Holy Spirit has furnished one which
precisely meets the case. It is recorded, 1 Cor. 16, 2: Upon the first day of the

week,let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him." This
plan reaches all. "Let every one of you lay by him in store." There is no excep-
tion. The measure of this contribution is also adjusted. "As God hath pros-
pered him." How just and reasonable ! The poor need not be ashamed to cast

in their "tv/o mites" because it is not equal to the abundance of the rich. The
rich are not allowed to measure their duty by the ability of the poor ;but by their

own prosperity. This plan requires a regular and slated contribution. ''Upon
the first day of the week," Some men's business is such that a weekly estimate

cannot be made of their income. In suchcastts the spirit of the law will, doubt-*

less, be regarded ifsuch stated periods are honestly and conscientiously observed
as are adapted to their peculiar calling—whether weekly, monthly, .quarterly or

annually : as some receive their income at these several periods,. The law re-

quires someform of stated, systematic action.

This plan is simple, just, and of universal adaptation. It is of Divine origin, and
enforced by Divine authority. Why not arlodt it? Why seek any other? The beau-

ty of it is, that while it lays an obligatim*ox\ "every one,"it leaves.alht© act with en-
tire freedom ; and thus developes both the honesty and benevolence of all. '"For

the Lord loveth a cheerful giver." He has not stated the amount, in doilars

and cents, which each one shall contribute. This would be a., tax which might

be paid without any benevolent teeliug towards theobjectfor which it was con-

tributed, or love to Him who requires it. The general law iSj "let'eveiy one-of

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him." But G .id has left it to

every one, "as he purposeth hi his heart," how much of his inflome he will give.

Your Committee recommend that, as none are too poor to pay ten cents an-

nually for this object, each member, male and female, white a twfc, colored^ lie so-

licited to contribute ten cents, or more, annually, to this objoet. . This will not pre-

vent the rich, as well as the poor, from giving as God has prospered them. Nei-

ther does it prevent any from giving oftener.

Your Committee further recommend that, each chosen appoint a committee of

two, or more, prudent and active members to visit al! for the purpose of soliciting .

these contributions. When the time and circumstances of the pastor will allow-,

it, he should be a membenof this committee. The town and neighborhood' whtu*
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the members reside may be divided into districts' for the convenience ot the com-

mittee•; cue district being assigned to each collector, who should be furnished with

the names of all the church members residing in his district. Sometimes fe-

males may compose a part of this committee.

Were all the"objects of benevolence, claiming the support of the churches, en-

trusted to this committee and like contributions solicited for each, the amonnt of

funds would bo greatly increased and the necessity of agents, in part removed.

—

In such .mi arrangement a card, or subscription paper,should be prepared with

separate colum us, adapted to the several objects of benevolence which the church

sustains.

The donors must select their own channel of communication with the Board

of Domestic Missions. Either send direct to Marion, or to their own Associa-

tion, and from thence to the State Convention. When sent directly to the

Board, or paid to an agent, the sum can be reported to the association and ap-

pear in the minutes of that body.

In these remarks there is no intention to undervalue the importance of other

benevolent enterprises. But in view of the immense influx of Foreign imigration

of the extreme destitution of many portions of this field, and of the demand
that our negroes have upon us for the Gospel, your committee consider that

our own country has the first claim upon our sympathies, contributions and pray-

er*.

Therefore the churches are earnestly requested to adopt the foregoing plan

unless they have one that they deem better. The Board need the funds. It

will secure a larger amount than is now realized. It is adapted to every variety

d€ pecuniary ability. It will secure a general action and interest in the cause

of benevolence. It will in a great measure, if generally adopted, supersede the

work of collecting agents. These are objects of importance ; to secure which

every Christian should most devoutly pray, and vigorously labor.

R. HOLMAN, Chairman.

]C.j

Report of the Committee on Foreign Missions.

About fifty years ago Carey uttered these memorable words, "Attempt-great

things for God, expect great things from God." He with a tew kindred spirits

were awake to their duty to the perishing heathen, and the modern mission-

ary enterprise was commenced with the purpose never to cease from labor

until every human being had listened to the "glorious Gospel of the blessed

God.''

With untiring zeal, and energy, the various denominations of Christian

deciples have advanced 'he noble work, and in the short period of half a cen-

tury, their efforts have lesuited in the conversion ot over 250,000 miserable

idolators to the worship of the true God through the Redeemer. The dark

rites of Paganism have been abandoned by these multitudes of immortals,

for the pure and unfading hones of Christianity.

Though the novelty of this cause has ceased to move to action, yet there

is an undying interest felt by the people ofGod which is constantly widening

and deepning, affording an assmauce that soon the heathen shall be reclaim-

ed from their "abominable idolatories" and elevated to that high position of

Christian purity, happiness, and usefulness predicted in God's holy word.

This is not the age to give hack, love to Christ and gratitude for what ha

hath wrought for us, demand that we who live in the very dawning of the

Milleneal day, should give as freely as we have received.

The motives calling us to the holy conflict are as thrilling as the blast of

the warriors trumpet, and should animate every follower of Jesus to use hi*
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utmest endeavors. What can be more inspiring than the predictions of the

Prophets, the promises of God, the commission and command of our Divine

Master; taken together with the glorious success already secured?

God has evidently directed the attention of the Southern P.aptist churches

to China and Africa where hundreds of millions arc perishing for lack of

knowledge.

The Foreign Mission Board of the S\ B. Convention has thirty-four mis-

sionaries and assistants in those densely populated countries, ten .missiona-

ries and six assistants in China to convert 350,000.01)0 of people, and
seven missionaries and twe've assistants to publish the news of salvation to

the untold multitudes of benighted Africa. Can we stand unmoved and see

these feeble bands bearing the bloodstained banner of the cross to (he con-

flict against these barbarous multitudes: can we hear them implore for

aid in the name of Je^is, when pressed hard by these gathering hosts

and refuse to pray for them, and send them the hrge increase of men and
means which shall ensure a glorious victory ? Will not each child of God
say no, and act accordingly'?

Two of our beloved 'iiissionaries,bro. Goodale and sister Wilden, have been
called from earthly labor 10 heavenly repose during the past year.

Among the great who have during the year bowed to the stroke of death,

none was greater than Adoniram Judson, whose mortal remains sleep in

their Ocean grave. He is gone, but hisexample of moral sublimity, of pure de.
votion to the service of God, and noble self- sacrifice for the salvation of the

heathen can never die. He is gone up to heaven, and crowds from the cities

and jungles of Burmah to the end of time, through his influence and labor shall

ascend after him, and stand before the throne of God and the Lamb for-

ever.

O, may the mantle of the ascending Judson fail on us, and his spirit be
breathed into our breasta, that we may live as he lived, labor as he labored,

and die as he died; and be rewarded with eternal glory such as he now en-

Your Committee recommend the passage of the following resolution :

Resolved, That we will continue to use our influence to secure an annual
contribution from every member, white and black of our several churches

for this blessed cause.

J. H. DeVOTIE, Chairman.

[D.]

Report of the Committee on Documents.

The Committee have had the query of Sardis nhurch under consideration,

and recommend the adoption of the following resolution in answer.

Query ; What sWill we, as Baptists, do with a brother, or member, who
sells intoxicating liquors,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Association that the traffic in ar-

dent spirits as a beverage, is inconsistent with the Christian profession, and

that a member of a church continuing in the business after being enlighten-

ed by the teachings of the Bible, and seeing the consequences of the unhaU
lowed trade in blood and tears, after proper admonition, should be excluded,

under the charge of immoral and unchristian conduct.

The following resolution is offered.

In answer to the query of Fellowship church.
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Is it inexpedient for the Pastor and Deacon or Deacons of a church \<r

form a Presbytery and ordain a deacon when sufficient efioVt, say two orUhree
calls have been made for a Presbytery ot ordained ministers and have
tailed.

Resolved, That although abstractly each church as an 1 independent
body, may have a right to ordain its own deacons-, without! consultation, yet by
the fellowship and constitution which bind our churches and associations, it

is the duty of churches not to exercise this power without making most earn--
est efforts to secure advice.

That it is the duty of ministers to attend. We would not say that in no
possible circumstances a church would not be justified; but that the precedent
would be so dangerous and capable of so much abuse thata 1 church cannot
be too careful to avoid it.

The Mount Pleasant church mentions in her letter, the formation of the

Sunday School Union Association, at a Convention called for the purpose by
the church. We recommend the adoption of the following resolution :

Resolved, That we highly approve of the zeal and efforts manifested by the

Mount Pleasant church in behalf ot Sabbath Schools, and pray that their ef-

fort may be successful. We recommend our churches to do every thing to

second the enterprise and send delegates to the meetings.
Two churches, Fellowship and Siloam, petition for the meeting ofthe next 1

Annual Association.

Brothers James Tubb and Alexander Coker, have been ordained by the
Sardis Church. J. H. DeVOTIE, Chairman,

Eeport of the Committee on the Southern Baptist Publication-
Society.

This Society has been on former occasions recommended to ihe affections-

of the Association. We would here add, that the works with which it supplies

i'He Denomination are of great value. By a system of Col-portage, it brings

books at the lowest possible charges -to • the doors of our brethren and our 1

these churches.

The publications issued »hy the Society have all been of great value. We
desire, particularly on this-occasion, to call attention- to the new Baptist Hymn
Book, on the point of being issued by this Society, and edited by tin Rev. B, •

Manly, D. D. and Rev. B. Manly, Jr. From thewell known character of

its authors, and their eminent qualifications for the task, a work is to be ex-
-

pected more exactly adapted to the wants of our churches, than any which-
has yet appeared. We, therefore, commend it as well as the Society* from

which it eminates to the attention and regard of the Association.

J. S. FORD, Chairman.

[F.]

Report on Sabbath Schools.

Your Committee have neither tune nor inclination to make a lengthy re-

port on this subject. A few thoughts must suffice. The time is past when
it is necessary to attempt bv logical argument, to prove the't/ntility ofSabbath
Schools, and the great advantages derived therefrom in the proper training of

th^ youth u' mind. Practical experience has for many years demonstrated this

beyond a doubt ; Hut should tbbre yet be -a skeptic, or one who would oppose •
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.or refuse to lend their aid in.so laudable an effort, we would say to tfnem as

did our Saviour on one occasion to the unbelieving Jews, my -works they

testify of me, and we feel assured that if they will not !be convinced by evi-

dence of this character, they would not believe, though one should arise from

the dead.

Your Committee have uAegret, however, that amid all the light and knowl-

edge with which we are surrounded,;the»e are those \Mno, in a great measure,

neglect the admonition of the wise man. Train up your child in the way he

should go, &c.
Look, if you please, at the man who is fond of the dhase, with what care

and assiduity does he train the dog for usefulness in the future, no pains is

spared, no trouble is too great to accomplish the desired end, and thus it is in

various other instances of a similar character, while the child who is pos-

sessed of a never dying soul and destined for heaven, and immortal glory

is left literally tAorne up itself, exposed to all the evil influences which the

ingenuity of Satan can invest and throw around them. How unwise.; how
inconsistent; yet it is true.

In relation to the progress of the cause, in the bounds of this Association,

your Committee is furnished with the following information, (viz) ;—The Si-

loam church, Marion, St, Francis Street church, Mobile, New Hope, Antioch,

.Fellowship, Bethsaida and Mount Pleasant churches, all have Sabbath Schools

,in ralher a flourishing condition. We think it due to the Mount Pleasant

church, Tuscaloosa county, to say ihat she seems to take the lead in this good

work, having now not only one, but four schools under the direction or in

some measure connected with said church. May her praiseworthy example

be followed by all the sister churches until there shall not be one left without

a Sabbath School,

Ali of which is submitted, R. GRAHAM, Chairman,

[©.]

Bible Report.

Your Committee, (©n the Bible cause, submit the following report :

Of the duty and encouragement to circulate the Scriptures, your Commit-
tee would briefly speak.

1. The duty ofgiving the Bible to all mankind arises from the fact that it ij

necessary to their salvation ; consequently no other book can supply its

place.

2. The great destitution of the Scriptures imposes the duty of sending

them where they are not now found. In our own country whole neighbor-

hoods of wide extent, are nearly or -quite destitute of the word of God. In

Foreign 'ands, entire nations composed of millions of population, have not

this great gift of heaven, and know not of its existence.

3. We posess the Bible and the means of furnishing it to others. How
then can we be without guilt, if we neylect to send it?

We have great encouragement to engage in this duty. The cheapness of

the Scriptures furnishes an encouragement, For the sum oftwenty-five cents,

a very good Bible can be purchased, and a New Testament for six and a
fourth cents. Once the enormous cost of the Bibleforbade its circulation

rmong ;he people. In 1272. a ible cost £30 sterling. At the price of
di y bur, at that time, it \\ ould i quire the en:, re earning of a k.boring man
for thirteen years, to purchu • i single cop) ?f the Scriptures.
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The facilities for multiplying and circulating the Scriptures are such as to

encourage the work.

The accessibility to the nations of the earth affords another inducement.
In the year 1800, the Scriptures were translated into only 50 languages and
dialects, spoken by about 200,000,000 of people. Now, they are translated

into 200 languages, spoken by 000,000,000. I0re, is a wide field inviting

us to occup>. This duty is enforced by every conceivable motive that should
influence an intelligent being.

In relation to the Bible operations of our own Southern Convention, your
Committee regret to say that, these operations are, and have been greatly

crippled tor want of funds Only about $1,000, have been contributed du-

ring the year for the supply of the whole Southern country.

At the lasl Annual meeting of the Board it was resolved to raise $10,000
for the Home held this year. How much of that sum can, and ought, this As-
sociation to raise 1 Let each member ask the question, how much ought I to

give ?

Your Committee close their report by presenting the following resolution :

Resolved, That each church be recommended to make all reasonable effort

to solicit an annual contribution of at least one dime from each member for

this object. All of which is submitted.

R. HOLMAN, Chairman.

[HJ
Report of the Committee on Temperance.

The success which has attended the great Temperance movement of the

day, affords abundant proof that the efforts being made by the friends of the

cause meet with Divine approbation.

The Bible prohibits, if not directly at least indirectly, the m-e of ardent

spirits as a beverage. We are told, "it is good neither to eat flesh, nor to

drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended or is

made weak/'
Your committee would represent that the cause of temperance has strong

claims not only upon the members of the Cahawba Association but upon Bap-

tist everywhere; and, therefore, recomend the following resolution :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, it is the duty of every

man, and particularly professors of religion, to abstain from she use of ardent

spirits as a beverage. E. G. HUCKABEE, Chairman.

~W
Report ofthe Committee on Indian Kissions

The Committee on Indian Missions have had the same under consideration

and offer the following report

;

It is quite evident to every reflecting mind that without civilization and ih'j

reception of the Gospel the Indians will very soon have perished from the

earth. Our missions in proportion to their success will be the immediate

moans of saving nations from perishing. If the work be neglected only for

a few years it will be too late, forever. By such considerations are we call-

ed to a vigorous occupation of this field.

We. are assured by those best acquainted with the facts, that at present

an average of about 20 a month are being added to our churches, We have

8 or9nati.ve Baptist preachers.
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The schools are in a flourishing condition, $100 a year is sufficent fefc the

support of a native preacher.

We commend to the Association, and to the churches, our bro. Davis, so

well knp.wn for his indefatigable labors in this department of religious benev-

lence. H is present, and we recommend the Association to invite him to

njake a short address and lay the claims of the cause before us.

JOHN R.HENDON, Chairman.

[K]

Report of the Committee on Finance.

Your committee on Finance begs leave to report as follows
;

RECEIPTS.

Amount for Minutes, $52 00 Amount for Bible Cause,

" lor A. -w-ciational purposes, 36 00 " iln Bro. Howard,

" for 1? a.estic Missions, 41 55 ;
' of former Treasurer,

" for Foreign Missions, 28 75| " taken up on Sabbath,

" lor Indian Missions, 108 60| " for African Missions,

$60 00
55 35
10 50
52 40
9 20

$455 25
WM. N. WYATT, Chairman.

Treasurer's Report.

Wm. N. Wyait, Treasurer,DR.
Oct. 22. 1849. Ree'd of Financial

Comi ' mndry purposes, $135 75

March, 1850, Of St. Francis street

Baptist ehurch, Mobile, 5 00

Of the African Baptist church, Mobile, 5 00

CR.
Am't pd. for prin.mg Minutes, $50 00

Am't paid Clerk, 20 00
Am t pd. over to Convention as di-

rected by your body, for Foreign
Mission,

Am't for Domestic Mission,

*Pil45 75i^>aie' ^'M 13 Causi
,

- Paid Beneficiary Howard College,

13 40
17 50
17 85
16 50

$135 25.

Letter of Correspondence*

Dear Brethren:—By Divine favor we have been permitted to hold our Thirty-third
Anniversary Meeting. We had an unusually large number of delegates! The epistles

from the i imrches were of varied interest. Many of them cheered our hearts with
pleasing accounts of the gracious out-ponruigs of the Spirit, and the additions of souls,

unto the Lord. All the objects of Christian enterprise are growing in favor with the
Church
Our present, session .has been one of delightful harmony. It has, been a feast of fat?,

things. :, 1 1 seemed to feel, "that it is good to ba here." It was acknowledged by all

to be one of the most interesting meetings they ever attended. Brethren took a com-
prehensive and practical view of the claims of the gospel. The same amount of love

in the Mission cause has never been manifested at-rahy previous meeting of th©
body.

Our t

Our ne:

Saturda
prase nr-

May
\Y.

membership is 4,497; baptisms the past year. 317»..gain, 199; ministers, 23.

meeting will be held with Fellowship Church, Pi 'ry county commencing
nbre tho third Lord's day in October, 18-31. We tn«st corcjialiy invite. tli»

our delegates and brethren generally.

i-ace of om Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. A mew.
tiii.:s, Clerk. A :

c -11AW, Moderator.
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Table of Correspondence,

RECEIVED.

ASSOCIATIONS DOCUMENTS. MESSENGERS. MODERATORS. CLERKS.

Tuscaloosa,

Belhlehem,
Mulbury,

Let. &Min.
Let. &Min.
Minutes. Wm. L. Cochran and

Gandy.

^rljRNEa

R. Dodson,
A. Travis,

M. D. J. Slade-

H. Lee.

ASSOCIATIONS. DOCUMENTS MESSENGERS.

Let. & Min. Elders N. Haggard, J. J, Haggard, J. E.Sumner,
John Sans in g, and Bro. B. P.Hill.

Letter & Min. Elders T. F: Curtis, R. Holman,
Letter & Min. Elders John Sansing, John E. Sumners,H. P. Grif-

fin, and Brother C. F. Clabough,
Letter & Min. Elders R. Holman, 3. H. DeVotie,

Letter & Min. Elders R. Holman, J, H. DeVotie,

Letter & Min. Elder J. Dennis, Breth. E.C. Norris, F. G. Stokes.

Letter &M in. |Eld's T.F. Curtis, R. Graham, Bro. W. B. Law son.

Received of Wm, S. Mvree, Clerk of the Cahawba Association,

Fifty-two Dollars for printing 1,200 copies of the above Minutes.

March 1st, 1851. A. W. CHAMBLISS.

Tuscaloosa,

Bethlehem,
Mulbury,

Alabama,
Bethel,

Union,

Columbus,
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NOTE.-r-Since our last A Psociation, Brethren John J. Papjrard, James Tuhh and Alexander Coker
have been ordained to the Ministry, and Brethren Henry Kirho andJahez Brassel, Licentiates. Brethren
James Tnhh and Alexander Coker of Sardis church. Perry county : Brethem John J Hazard and Henry
Kirho of Cahawha Valley Baptist church, Bibh county; Bro. Jabez Brassel of Pisgrah church, Perry coun-,
ty

?
and one member from Oakimilgee, received by voucher, that is places in the line of those received fry

Letter, and one from Mobile.
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