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OF THE

OF THE

Shelby Missionary Baptist Association,

The Associatiou convened with Union church, Shelby
county, Alabama, on Saturday, the 16th day of September,
187().

'

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Brother C.
W. O'Hara, from the 12th verse of the 15th chapter of our
Lord's Gospel by St. John.

After a short intermission the delegates assembled in the
church and were called to order by Eev. T. P. Holcomb,
former Moderator. Prayer was offered by Rev. J. H. R.
Cardon.

Brethren H. W. Bowers and J. H. R. Garden were ap-
pointed to read. The letters from the churches were called

for. received, read and the names of the delegates enrolled.

(See Table.)

Brethren H. \V. Bowers and Nathaniel Thomas were ap-
])ointed tellers, who after having- received the vote, report-
ed Rev. E. B. Teagne, D. D., elected Moderator; G. W.
O'Hara, Secretary.
Appointed Gommittees

:

On Devotion.—R. Owen from the 1st District, Nathan-
iel Thomas from the 2d District, and the Deacons of Union
church.
On Documents.—H. W. Bowers, T. P. Holcomb, J. H.

R. Garden and J. R. Ray.
On Sabbath Schools.—Robert Seal, Golonel Fancher

and Nathaniel Thomas.
On Finance.—H. W. Bowers, Xathaniel Thomas and

G. W. Weldon.
•Opened a door for the reception of churches.



A petitionary letter was presented by Iketliren J. C.

McElroy and Henry Turner, as delegates from Pielleview

church. The letter, the constitution, abstract of princi-

ples and rules of decorum, being read, and the church
found to be orthodox, was received— tlie Moderator ex-

tending to the delegates the right hand of fellowship.

Appointed a Committee on Missions, viz : T. P. Hoi-
comb, J. H. R. Garden and J. C. McElroy.

Invited visiting ministers to seats.

Appointed the next session of this body to be held with
Belleview church, on the A. & C. R. R., Jeft'erson county,
Alabama, on Saturdav before the 3d Sabbatiiin September.
1877.

On motion. Union (Shelby) and r>elle\iew eh inches were
added to the 1st District.

The Committee on Devotion reported that Ihother (\ W.
O'Hara would preach at night.

Prayer was oftered by Brother R. Owen, sr., afiei whieli

the Association adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock.

Sunday, Sept. 17, 1S7(>.

The services of the day were conducted as prescril)ed by
the Committee on Devotion. Prayer meeting at 10 o'clock,

conducted by Brother Thos. Mills. Preaching at 11, by
Rev. B. B. Teague, D. D., from the 38th verse of the Gt'h

chapter of St. Luke. Thirty minutes i)ast 2, an address by
Rev. E. B. Teague, D. D., Ist : in behalf of the Domestic
and Indian Mission Board; 2d: in behalf of the Theolo.'.^i

cal Seminary. At 3, a brief recitation of lesson by ihe

Sabbath School, after which there was a short ad-

dress delivered by Brother C. W. O'Hara, in the inteicst of
Sabbath Schools. At night i)reaching by Rev. J. H. R.
Garden, from Hebrews, 3d cli., 7th and 8th verses. These
services were attended by large and attentive congrega
tions.

Monday, Sept. 18.

Association met. Prayer l)y the Moderator. Called th(

roll and noted absentees.
On motion, the Constitution, Abstract of Principles a

Rules of Decorum, were read.
i.

. Called for the report on Sabbath Schools, which was re-

ceived and after some amendment was adopted, and the
committee discharged. (See Apiiendix A.)
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Called for the report on Missious, which was received,
aud, after some discnssiou, was, on motion of Brother J. C.

McElroy, laid on the table; and the following resolution
offered by Brother C. W. O'Hara, was adopted :

EesolvefJ, That we recommend that the subject of Mis-
sions be presented to the churches, by their pastors, and
that monthly collections be taken up for the support of
missions, in the churches, during the months of November.
December, January and February, and at any other time
the churches may think proper, and also that collections

be taken up on the Sabbath at each Association.
Called for correspoiulence, when minutes from the Mud

Creek Association were laid on the table.

Returned correspondence :

To tlie Mud Creek: H. W. Bowers, Elders Peter Smith,
thos. Mills ; M. \V. Bowers to write.

To the Mulberry: Thornton Fancher, J. L. Peters; J. L.

Peters to write.

To the Cahaba Valley: Elders J. H. R. Cardeu, E. B.

Teague and C. W. O'Hara: J. H. R. Carden to write.

Ai)pointed delegates to the State Convention, to-wit:

Elders E. K. Teague, T. P. Holcomb, J. H. R. Carden and
C. W. O'Hara, and J, C. McElroy, J. H. Baker, Wm. M.
McMath and Xathaniel Thomas.

Called for the report on Documents, wliich was received,

and after some amendment, was adoi>ted, and the commit-
tee dischaiged. (See Appendix B.)

Ap[)ointed P)rother J. H. R. Carden to preach the Intro-

ductory Sermon at our next session; E. B. Teague alter-

nate.

On motion, ami after prayer by lirother T. P. Holcomb,
adjourned for .SO nfinntes.

AFTKROON SESSION.

The Associatiion met. Prayer was offered by Brother
McElroy. Called for the re])ort on Finance, which was re-

ceived and adopted, and the committee discharged. (See

Appendix C.)

Directed that the Secretary superintend the printing of
the minutes, reserve 30 copies for correspondence, and
transcribe the i)resent minutes in the Association Book

;

ind that he receive $9,45 for his services.

Besolved, That we tender our thanks to the brethren and
sisters of Union church—to those of other denominations,
and surrounding community, for their hospitality manifest-

ed to us during the sitting of this body.



After singiufi' a liymii, while tlic delegates extended to

each other and the congregation the parting iiand, and
prayeu' by Elder T. P. Holcornb, the Association adjourned
to meet at the time and ])lace designated.

E. P.. TEAGrH, Moderator.
('. \V. ()'HAl^\, Secictarv.

BEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY ycilOOLS. (Ap-
pendix A,)

We, your committee, beg leave to iei)oit, we are gratifi-

ed to learn, through the letters sent up to the Association,

that there is a greater interest taken by some ol" the

churches than has been heretofore. It appears that some
of the churches have entered wholly into the work. Even
some of the churches that were unable to secure regular
preaching liave kept u]) regular Snnday Schools. Most
assuredly God will bless these eftbrts. Among the multi-

tude of means which God has blessed us with that we may
traiu up our children in the nurture ancl admonition of the
Lord, doubtless this has been, and will be, on(^ of the most
effectual. While this is true, we are grieved that some of
our churches manifest so little interest in this great work.
We would recommend that the churches enter into this

work with redoubled energies—that tliere l)e Sunday
Schools established in <'very church, and that in every
community, where it is possilile, that Ba))tists gathci' the

the youths of our conntiy together on the Sjibbnlh and
teach them the ways of salvation, as it is through .lesns.

All of wdiich is res])e('tfn!lv submitted.
ROP.ERT SEA I., (Mijiinnan.

REPOKT OF TIIKCOMMITTKE OX I)0( TMEN TS. (Ai-i'Kndix IJ.)

We, your committee, have examined all docnments com-
ing into our hands, and find the following facts. That mo.-^t

of our churches seem to be in a (H)ld and declining State,
Enll statistics only show an in{;reaset)f 10 in the (Mitire Asso-
ciation. We note the rece]»tion of a new church (IJelleview)

in our body. Six Mile chnrch asks for a letter of dismis-
sion to join Mnlberry Association, whiith we re<'onimend to

be granted. We wonld call attention to onr denomination
al papers, \\\o "Alabama P»a])tist." our State ])aper, ai*i.d



"The. Baptist," both of which we deem worthy of the sap
port of all Baptists. Kespectfullj- submitted,

* H. W. BOWERS, Chairman.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. (Appendix C.)

We, your committee, report:

Araountsent up for Minutes » $15 1.5

" •' •'• Associational Purposes 9 30

Total $24 45

The District meeting- for the 1st District will be held
with Dogwood Grove church, on Saturday befoic the 2d
Sabbath in July, 1877. The District meeting for the 2d
District will be held with Bethesda churclu, on Saturday
before Ist Sabbath in August, 1877.
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