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Saturday, October 24, 1874.

The Twenty-Third Anniversary of the Shelby Baptist
Association convened with Liberty Chnrch, Shelby county,
Alabama, on Saturday, the 24th day of October, 1874.

Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder J. H. E.
Catden, from the 7th and 8th verses of the iii chapter of
the I Epistle General of John.
After a short intermission, the delegates assembled in

the school house and were called to order by the former
Moderator, Eld. T. P. Holcomb; prayer was offered by
Eld. W. W. Armstrong.
Brethren H. VV. Bowers and J. H. E. Garden were ap-

pointed to read.

Letters from the churches were called for, received, read
and the names of the delegates enrolled. (See table of eta-

tistics.)

Brethren H. W. Bowers and W. V. Arnold were ap-

appoiuted tellers, who, after having received the vote, re-

ported the former Moderator and Clerk re-elected.

Called for correspondence from sister Associations. The
following were present and were welcomed among us—the
Moderator extending the right hand of fellowship:

From the Cahaba Valley—Eld. I L. Brasher, and Bro.
E. W. Attaway, without minutes or letter, but on motion
were received.

From the Mulberry—Bro. Thos. E. Lovett, with minutes
and letter.

From the Tuscaloosa—Minutes with letter.

On motion, agreed to call for correspondence again on
Monday morning.
Appointed Committees ;

—

On Devotional Exercise.—Brethren W. V. Arnold
and Stephen Johnson from the, 1st District; Nathaniel
Thomas and J. W. Dodson from the 2nd District, with the
Deacons of Liberty Church, and on motion Bro. Wesley
Armstrong was added to the committee. (For arrange-
ment of the same see Appendix H.)
On Documents.—J. H. E. Carden, H. W. Bowers, W.

W. Armstrong and Wesley Armstrong.
On Sabbath Schools.—Brethren W. W. Armstrong,

J. G. Sayers, and Thornton Fancher.
An Temperance.—W. V. Arnold, Is". Thomas, J. G.

Sayers, Thornton Fancher and W. W. Armstrong.
On Finance.—H. W. Bowers and C L. Moouey,



On Mibsions.—W. V. Arnold, W. 0. Powell J. H. K.
Garden, J. G. Sayers and H. W. Bowers.
On motion the reading of the Constitution, Abstract of

Principles and Rules of Decorum was postponed
^
until

Monday mording-.

Benediction by Eld. J. H. R. Garden, after which the

Association adjourned until 9 o'clock Monday morning.

Sunday, October 26.

. Under appointment of the last session. Eld. T. P. Hol-

comb announced tlie loth and 16th verses of the xvi chap-

ter of our Lord's Gospel by St. Mark, as a text from which
to preach a Missionary Sermon, but after a few remarks
had to desist owing to feel)Ieness, when Bro. W. W. Arm-
strong preached a missionary sermon from the 9th verse
of the viii chapter of II Epistle to the Corinthians, after

which a collection was tiikeu up fur the support of Domes-
tic Missions, the amount of which will be found in the Re-,

port of the Committee on Finance.

Monday, October 26.

Association met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by
Elder James Grimes.

Called for correspondence, when Eld. James Grimes
came forward from the Canaan Association, with letter,

who Avas welcomed among us, the Moderator extending the
right hand of fellowshij).

Called the roll and marked absentees.
On motion, the Constitution, Abstract of Principles and

Rules of Decorum were read.

On motion of Bro. J, H. R. Garden, the 17th Arti(;le of
the Rnles of Decorum were amended by inserting the word
"Clerk" in the place of Moderator.
On motion of Bro. C. W. O'Hara, the 7th Article of the

Constitution was amended f^o as to read "one for every ad-
ditional twenty-tive over tif4y."

By an act of the District Meeting of the 1st District, and
by request of Six Mile Clinrch the next session of this

body will be held with her; and, on motion the time of
meeting was changed from Saturday before the 4th Sab-
bath in October, to Saturday before the .'3rd Sabbath in
September 1875.

The following brethren were apjiointed, by ballot, to
preach at our ncixt session: J. H. R. Garden tiie Introduc-
tory Sermon, C. W. O'Hara alternate; J.II.R. Garden the
^[issiouary Sermon, J. G. Sayers alternate.



(«)
Appointed a committee on the State of Eeligion, viz ;

J. H. E. Carden, J. G. Sayers, H. W. Bowers, W. W. Arm-
istroug,JThorntouJFancher, IS". Thomas and^W. Y. Arnold.
Keturued Correspondence :

—

To the ^Mulberry Association—Stephen " Johnson, W. V.
Arnold and J. W. Arnold.
To the Tuscaloosa—W. V. Arnold and J. L. Peters.

To the Cahaba Valley—J. H. R. Carden, L. J. Coats and
W. C. Wilder.
To the Canaan—H. AV. Bowers, 'In^.^'J. Jarvis, J. H. R.

Carden, L. J. Coats W. C. Powell."

After prater by Ero. J. G. Sayers, adjourned for preach-
ing, to meet again at 1 o'clock.

o

Af,ternoon Session.

Pursuant to adjournment tlie Association met, and prayer
was oiiercd by the iloderator.

The Report of the Committee on Documents, was re-

ceived raid tlie coramitte discharged. (See Appendix A.)

The Report of the Committee on the State of Religion
was receivod nud the committee discharged. (See Appen-
dix B.)

Inasmuch as it is known by this Association that there
is a great declension in Cahaba Valley Church; that she
has iuid, and .still has Bro. R. Wood, as pastor, whose ac-

tions, as Ave believe, have been derogatory, in the extreme,
to the cause of Christ, and that there has been a decrease
in the membership of said church since the year 1871, of
fifty-six members, unaccounted for; and as we believe we
should labor for the good of our brethren and for the
promotion of the cause of truth, therefore

—

Btsolved, That the follov>ing committee—P. M. Fancher,
J. C. Sayers and W. V. Arnold—be appointed to wait upon
said church, to labor with her in love, to enquire into the
state of the church, and to endeavor to set all things in

order, that God's name may be gloritied in the building up
and reclamation of the church—and report at our next
session.

Report of the Committee on Missions was received and
the (jommittee discharged. (See Appendix C.)

After prayer by Bro. J. W.Dodson adjourned until Tues-
day morning 9 o'clock.

o

Tuesday, October 27.

Association met and prayer was oflFered by the Clerk.
Re])ort of the Committee on Temperance was received

and the committee discharged. (6ee Appendix D.)
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Appointed a comnaittee consisting of J. H. E. Car(ien
W. V. Arnold and Thor.ton Fanokex on the distribution of
the-Domestic Mission Fund, i

On motion, the action of the Association in the appoint-
ment of a committee on Sabbath Schools was re(;iiided,.
from the fact that the Committee on Documents embraced
the same in its report. , ; . .

Eeport of the Committee on ITinance was received and
the committee discharged. (See Appendix E.)
The Beport of the. Committee on Distribution of Domes-

tic Mission Fund was received and the Committee discharg-
ed. (Sec Appendix F.) .

Called for the Eeport of Domestic Missionaries, when
Bro. J. H. E. Garden presented a report which was receiv-
ed. (See Appendix G.)
As recommended by the Committee on the Distribution

of the Domestic Mission Fund, tlie following- committee
was appointed, viz: AV. V. Arnold, Thorton Fancher, N.J
Jarvis, E. W. Xolen, Saml. Wallis, H. W. Bowers, \Ym.
Acker, E'athaniel Thomas, Wesley Armstrong', J. A. Gould
Elisha Fancher, Wm. M. McMatb, Stephen Johnson'
L. J. Carden, W. 0. Powell and W. C. Wilder. Bro. H.
W. Bowers was a])j)ointed treasurer.
On motion,. Eld'. T. P. Holcomb was granted the ]>iivi-

lege of giving tlie Domestic and Indian Mission Board, at
Marion, Ala., credit for .f5, which has been subscribed bv
himself for Domestic Missions.

The :foHoyvin^»' resolutions T^er« adopted:
Eesoipetl, Tlj^at this- Association recommend the churches,

when a minister, in, passing, should administer to our spir-
itual wants that we .ad;'iiimster to his temporal wants—not
sulterii^gfMm .to- go aVay einp ty.

.

lieaahml, .Tha't the. Association recommend the (ihurches
not to^§enxl delegates that' cannot stay until the business
of the Aa^sooic^ion is fimsheds,' or until Tuesday 12 o'clock.

^Her)j.-^ls it-consistent v/itk gospel order for a minister
to Rdminifiter the. ordinances of rthe church while holding- a
letter of dismission? Answer—No.
Dii^et&d tkit the'^OJi^i'k S.lipeitatend the printing- of 300

copies of these miniftes, reserve 50 copies for correspond-
ence, 'ffafiV8ei?ibe tb«;])reRent minutes 'in the Association
Book and that he rebeive $15 for his services. : - . ^

Bro. Thornton Fancher was appointed distributing ag-ent
for the. lst.;s;)iakict„ ^|ie .Ql^.rk for the 2nd District.
ThePistvictMecling.of l8t District, will be held with

pogwQOfT Grdvc church on Friday- 'before the 2hd Sabbathm Sept6fnb('r;l.S?.-). 1ftProduct orv Sermon to be preached
by Eld. T. :^.- T^fsbn.

*
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The District Meeting of tlie 2u(l Disfrioti.Mll'.feecMld

with Union (Shelby) church, on Saturday before, the 2nd.

Sabbath in July, 1875. Introductory Sermon to bepreaeh-
ed by Eld, J, H. E. Garden; Missionary. Sermon bj' Bid; (C.

P. Holcomb. . ; ,

'

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be tendered to

the brethren and sisters of Libetty Ohuruh, and the citi-

zens in the surrounding community, for itteeir hos^tality
during- our session. •

; ;av(; . \ : :: •

i

A parting hyinn T^aissnng while the <Megi>tes''0^'fended
to each other and the congregation the pa;rtifig hand, and
prayer was offered by the Moderator, .after which the As-
sociation adjourned to meet at the time and place designa-
ted. ' •' V

T. P. HOLCOMB, Moderator.
C. W. O'Haea, Clerk:^'* o f-t'^^^ru.Li '^-i iu >:-

Eeceived of H. W. Bowers, treasurer, $28 70 for servi-

ces rendered as Domestic Missionaiy.
J. H.'xR. Gaudew.^

Report of the Committee on Documents.—(Appendix A.)

We, your committee have examined the documents, and
are grieved to say (by comparing our present statistics

with our last) ihat we find a decrease in membership of

nearly one-tenth, caused mostly by the witlidrawal of let-

ters. We are gratified to learn that there has been but
few exclusions. But few of the churches leport any revi-

vals. We also find that there are three churches not repre-

sented either by letter or delegates. But few o f th^ church-
es report having kept up Sabbath Schools, we would rec-

ommend that the churches interest themselves more i;n the
cause, and for parents to attend the schools with their chil-

dren and take part in the exercises. We notice that Dog-
wood G~rove Church has ordained Brd, Peter Smith to

preach the Gospel, and Betliel Church has ordaiucd Brp.
C. W. O'Hara. EespectfullY submitted,

J. II. E. CAEDE:s", Chairnmn,!

Report of the Committee on the State of Religion.—(Appendi>; B.)

We, your committee on the State of Eeligion, b^g ieaiye

to report that we believe, from the facts beiore^iiSj/t^at i"e-

ligion is sadly on the decline., We flq.no.t know all the
causes, but there is a want of linion a/nidng; th.^ cuprchea,
owing, as we believe, to the fact that some' of the churches
aud jjjimsters have held such loose rein in discipline. We



further believe that some of the churches have become of-

fended with the Association for advising for the good of
the churches, and therefore will not represent themselves
in your body. We would recommend that the Association
appoint a committee to labor with such churches for their

reclamation. We also believe that both, ministers and
lay members, indulge to a great extent in a spirit of levity,

while every member should be engaged in prayer, and
penitently confess his sins and seek forgiveness in a Sa-

vior's blood. We would recommend the churches to hold
weekly prayer meetings and ask the Lord to show us our
sins, and grant repentance and remission of sins unto his

people. Eespectfully submitted,
J. H. E. CARDEif, Chairman.

Report of the Committee on Missions.—(Appendix C.)

We, your committee, beg leave to report that the spirit

of missions is rapidly declining in our bounds. It seems
that the churches plainly show this by not sending up any
money for missions. While there is much destitution in

our bounds, there are ministers enough to supply it, if

they were able to spare the time, but they are not, and the
churches do not seem inclined to help them. We would
earnestly request your body to urge the churches to faith-

fully consider this, their duty to their Lord and Master,
and come up to the help of the Lord, and that every^mem-
ber composing the several churches, begin as the mouths
pass by, to lay in store for the Lord, so that when your
next session convenes they may be ready. All of which is

respectfully submitted.
W. V. AENOLD, Chairman.

Report of the Committee on Temperance.—(Appendix D.)

We, the committee on Temperance beg leave to report

that we see nothing in the letters in reference to temper-
ance. We have but little data to act upon; yet we learn
through the delegates from Union (Bibb) Church, that the
brother who was retailing spirits was excluded from the
church, and has quit selling spirits and has returned to the

church with a satisfactory acknowledgement, and has been
restored. We further believe, from what we can* learn,

that temperance is gaining ground. IVIay the Great Head
of the church grant that tliis evil may continue to abate
until there will be no need of a committee of this kind.

We hope that every Baptist iu our bounds will at all times
remember that dram drinking is an evil example. All of
which is respectfully submitted.

W. V. AENOLD, Chairman.



Report of the Committee on Finance.—(Appendix E.)

We, your committee, beg leave to rej)ort

:

Amount seut up for minutes $18 00
" " " " Assoeiational purposes 12 00

Collected on Sabbath for Domestic Missions... GOO
" " subscription for Dom. Missions ... 5 00

Amount in hands of Treasurer 13 70

Total $54 70
H. W. BOWEES, ] ^
C. L. MOONEY |^«"^™^*t^*^-

Report of the Committee on Distribution.—(Appendix F.)

We, your committee, ai)pointed by you to say what dis-

position should be made of the subscription and funds rais-

ed to be paid for missionary labor performed by our own
pastors and ministers in the bounds of this Association,
beg- leave to report that we think an equal distribution, ac-

cording to the amount of labor reported performed by your
ministers at this session should be made of the funds on
haiul, and of what may hereafter be collected on i)revious
subscrii>tions. But in no case to pay more than $1 50 per
day. In order to carry out the design of this report, we
would recommend that a committee consisting of one from
each church, be appointed to collect what may have been
subscribed by the members from the different churches,
and also that there be a Treasurer appointed to collect

and pav out the same as directed in this repoit.

W. V. ARNOLD, Chairman.

Report of the Domestic IWissionary.—(Appendix G.)

As I performed some missionary labor in your bounds,
I beg leave to report: I spent about sixty days, traveled

about 400 miles, besides going to and from the ('hurches

which I was attending as pastor. Preached seventy two
sermons to attentive congregations, baptised one and seve-

ral others were converted. Numbers presented themselves
as subjects of ]>ra ver, manifesting a desire to be saved.

J. H. R. CARDEX.

Arrangement of the Committee on Devotion.—(Appendix G.)

Introductory Sermon, by J. II, R. Carden. Preaching,
Saturday evening, by I. L. Brasher, Saturday niglit. by
J. G. Sayers; Sunday, Missionnary Sermon, by W. W.
Armstrong. Preaching, Sunday evening, J. H. R. Carden.
Monday 12 o'clock, by C, W. O'llara, Monday night. ]»y

James Grimes.
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.
To SiHTER AssocUATio-X.s: Receive tliis, our Letter,

Avitli our minutes and nievsengers, as a token of our reganl
for you and the exi)r('ssion of our desire to continue cor-

r(\sponden('e witli you. Viewing ourselves as coworkers
in the great cause of trutli, as gentle, yet firm opjiosers of
error, we wisli to kec]) a close alliance. Our next session
will beheld with Six Mile Church, IMbb county, Ahi., 11

miles soutlieast of Montevallo, on the Centerville road,

commencing on Saturday before the 3rd Sa])bath in Sep-
tember, 1875, at which time meet with us. May good bless,

you abundantly. Amen.
T. P. HOLCOMF., Moderator.

V. W. O'ITaua, (^erk.

Ordained Ministers.

T. P. HOLCOMB, Columbiana, Ala.
J. H. E. CARDEN, " "

W. W. ARMSTRONG, Wilsonville, Ala.
J. G. SAYERS, Columbiana, Ala.

C. W. O'HARA, " "

T. B. DISON, " ''

PETER SMITH, Montevallo, "
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