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56 CHARLES E. COWMAN

but there is nothing more certain than that He has always
chosen great men for great work, not always what the

world calls great, but those great in character and in

Christlikeness. History reveals the fact that He has

not placed pigmies in high places, nor appointed them to

the leadership of great movements. Moses was a man of

majestic mold whose personality, after thousands of

years, still towers among the lordliest leaders of the

centuries.

Martin Luther, John Knox, John Wesley, and Lin-
coln did not belong to the pigmy, but to the giant class.

The fiat of fate falls on the fittest.” God lays His hand
on those who are best prepared for His purposes, using
every man and woman for just as great a work as their

preparation will make possible. But may we ever keep
in mind that this preparation is not always found in col-

leges or great universities.

His whole heart was thrown into his work and thor-

oughness was one of the most prominent elements of his

character. What he did, he did with all his might. The
position he occupied as Chief of the New York Division
required a man of steady nerve and more than ordinary
self-control.

The first year spent in Chicago proved to be one of
great success. His new acquaintances among fellow-teleg-

raphers numbered into hundreds, from officials to mes-
sengers. His genial manner and happy smile had won
for him a place in their hearts. He was admired for his
ability and loved by all. The sterling qualities which he
exhibited and his considerate treatment of the men in-

creased his popularity, and he held a power over them that
did not consist of brawn or muscle. He permitted many
of them to share some of the problems which often con-
fronted him.
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ome-call an attempt was made to write some of it but
it was never completed. There are stray bits, howeverand under the heading, “The Backslider’s Return’’ arethese lines.

“It is necessary here to relate first the conversion ofmy dear wife who through a quarter of a century of
Christian life has been my closest companion, beloved
lelp-meet, and fellow-helper to the truth.’ Our lives werethrown together providentially from early childhood, andwhen she was nineteen and I was of age, we were mar-
ried beginning life together. I had drifted away from
God and from my earliest religious training, and both of
us, after our marriage, were thrown into worldly society
and continued therein until 1891, when I was transferred
because of her illness to the Chicago Telegraph office,
where I became traffic chief and later wire chief of theNew York Division.

Life went on much the same until one night shortly
before Christmas, in 1893, a Christian worker called at
our home inviting us to a meeting which was to be held for
children in one of the churches of the neighborhood. A
converted opera singer was to speak and sing. My wife,
being interested in music, accepted the invitation. She
attended the service and heard the noted lady sing
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sonal Evangelism” which would have been helpful for the

time
;
but he struggled on alone, praying, reading, looking

to the Lord to guide and direct him.

In the after-years when called upon to address assem-

blies of Christian workers and Bible students on the sub-

ject of “Soul-winning,” in response to their earnest in-

quiry “How shall we do personal work ?” he would invari-

ably say, “Just begin and do it and let the method unfold

of itself.”

His first attempt to win a soul is a never-to-be-for-

gotten one. He went to his office one evening as usual

with the determination to speak to some of his men that

night about their souls’ welfare. The operators had been

at work at their respective wires for several hours when

.

there came a lull which he interpreted as his opportunity
C/

for dealing with some soul.

In one corner of the long room sat a man at his desk,

who apparently had a few spare moments. Back and

forth through the length of the room he walked before he

could summon up enough courage to speak to him. Finally
'

the effort was made and for half an hour he stood beside

his desk, engaged in a one-sided conversation. Doubtless

this young man was astonished to find someone talking to

him about his soul, as he never made a reply.

Charles Cowman left his office that night feeling down-

hearted over his first attempt at winning a soul
;
but the

following night when he returned home, almost the first

words he said were these : “Oh, I have something wonder-

ful to tell you! The young man with whom I talked last

night, came to me just as soon as I entered the office, say-

ing, T went home last night after our conversation and

did just what you told me. It is all settled and I gave

myself to Christ/
”
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The name of the young man was Ernest A. ICilbourne.
The joy over that one soul was as great as that of an
evangelist who has led hundreds to Christ during some
special campaign.

On that day Charles Cowman and Ernest Kilbourne
began a lifelong friendship and Christian partnership.
Their hearts were knit together. He had the unique expe-
rience of leading to Christ his colleague and successor

before he himself had left his native land for those roman-
tic scenes amidst which his subsequent years were spent.

His heart was greatly encouraged through finding this

one soul, so the next night
#

he waxed bold and talked to

another telegrapher who had once been an earnest Chris-
tian, but who, since coming to the Chicago telegraph

office, had drifted away from God. Had he known how
to deal with backsliders and how to have given them the

right texts of Scripture he would have been happy, but

he was devoid of such knowledge.

Murray McCheyne once said, “It is not so much great

talent, or knowledge that God blesses, as likeness to Him-
self. Therefore love, divine love for God and man, and

entire dependence upon the power of the Holy Spirit are

the great essentials/'

His men were dear to him, he loved them and they

knew it. It was love that won Robert Fisher back to God
that night. He also had a part to play in the future of the

Oriental Missionary Society. Two souls had been won
for the Master in less than a week. What encouragement

from so little effort! His soul took fire from that very

week and he became a soul-winner of the rarest and most

original type. When God can grip a man, He always

makes him a missionary, a witness, an ambassador, and

a winner of souls, and this he made of Charles Cowman.
In his business-like manner he began a systematic effort
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"ached for souls;" The hours of service required of the

telegraphers kept many of them from attending church

services and there came to his mind a plan for their

spiritual upbuilding. The parlor of a downtown hotel in

close proximity to the office was secured for an hour on
Sabbath afternoons and here religious services were
begun.

From among the converts and a few other Christians,

a band was formed known thereafter as The Teleg-

raphers' Mission Band.

The services were exceedingly simple. There was
prayer, singing, the reading of God's Word, followed by
a short exhortation from one of the newly converted;

and all returned to the office with a firmer determination

to let their light shine. They strengthened each other's

hands and said one to another, "Be of good courage."

"Who hath despised the day of small things?" The busy
world took no notice of this insignificant little company,
but it was the mission's Bethlehem. This "Telegraphers'

Mission Band" was destined to be the foundation of a

great missionary society, one of the greatest evangelizing

forces in the Far East. They met once each month on
Sabbath afternoon and gave their humble offerings

amounting to $20.00 (£4), for missions. Shall we call

it the wave offering of the several millions which have
since been laid on the altar of the sacred task? Small?
Insignificant? "Little is much when God is in it."

Great blessing followed these simple services and
Charles Cowman said to this company of young Chris-
tians, "Why not reach the telegraphers in other cities and
towns ? He had never been the kind of a man simply to

follow in the beaten tracks, but was ever ready for new
ventures that required courage and faith. A plan was
formulated. Letters were sent to the Telegraph officers
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all over the United States, Great Britain and Australian the letters were Gospel tracts explaining the way ofsalvation and the results were most encouraging. Christtians were found here and there who were set to workamong those of their own profession and friendships we e
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It was not possible for a man with a strong naturech as the subject of this memoir, to do things by halvesHaving come boldly out for the Lord, he could not keepfrom taking up active work in the harvest fields of the
Id. Personal work, open-air services, Sabbath Schooland mission work,—all engaged his energies.
He became deeply interested in the welfare of themen who frequented mission halls, but he had little faithm any but spiritual methods as a means of helping and

elevating them. Indeed, his one idea in all of his inter-
course with his fellow-men was to bring them into per-
sonal contact with the living Saviour.

His first attempt at giving a Gospel message was made
some months after his conversion. He thought it might
be well to get in touch with various classes. One Sabbath
evening he attended a service in a district in Chicago
known as “Little Hell." The leader, mistaking him for a
minister, invited him to preach for them on the following
Sabbath evening. With the conviction that every oppor-
Linity which presented itself should be “bought up,” the
invitation was accepted. During the following week he
prepared his first sermon.

Hours were spent in prayer and the study of the
Word. Sabbath evening came and the walk of a mile and
a half was made in silence. The hall was crowded to its
limit with men and women of the worst class. Some came
reeling down the aisle in a drunken stupor; others were

\
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The things that we can spare carry no sacrifice blood. The

things that we cannot spare carry part of ourselves and

are alive.”

Charles Cowman lived in a beautiful, well furnished

home, but this was exchanged for a small apartment in

order that he might support another native worker in

Africa. Often was he asked the question, “How can you

afford to support so many native workers ?” The inquiry

usually received this reply, “I cannot afford it, I can sac-

rifice it.”

In replying to an inquirer on the subject of tithing, he

wrote these lines:

“The man who begins to tithe will have six genuine

surprises. (1) He will be surprised at the amount of

money he has for the Lord’s work; (2) at the deepening

of his own spiritual life in paying the tithe; (3) at the

ease in meeting his own obligations with the nine-tenths

with God’s blessing; (4) at the ease in going on from

one-tenth to larger giving; (5) at the preparation this

gives to be a faithful and wise steward over the nine-

tenths that remain; (6) at himself in not adopting the

Biblical plan sooner.”

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse and prove

me herewith.” In no other duty commanded with promise

of blessing resulting, does God challenge us to test Him
as in this. We recommend tithing for those whose faith is

not strong enough for unconditional surrender, but who
are willing to accept God’s challenge for a year and

prayerfully observe His leadings. Seldom do any such

ever recede from the covenant. “Honor the Lord with thy

substance
; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and

thy presses burst out with new wine.”

God does not promise great wealth to the man who
pays the tenth, but we do have the promise that if we pay
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the whole tithe into the storehouse, God will give us more
financial success than we could obtain without it Andwe are challenged to put it to the test.

“Nine-tenths of your income vyrith God’s blessing will
go further than ten-tenths without, just as you can accom-
P ish more on six days by consecrating the seventh to Him
as commanded.”

“God’s Word says, ‘bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, and I will pour you out a blessing (not sprin-
kle, rain down, but pour) so that there will not be room
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground.’ There is the signature to the contract. Do we
want any better security than that ?”

A great Missionary Convention was being held in the
Moody Church, Chicago, in 1894. Dr. A. B. Simpson was
the principal speaker. A large number of missionaries were
present, Forder of Arabia, Leleacheur from the Tibetan
borders, and others from various corners of the world.
Charles Cowman’s heart was strangely moved when Dr.
Simpson told of a young business man who, with his wife
and small child, had gone to the heart of Africa in simple
faith, trusting God for the supply of their needs. He had
never heard of such an extraordinary course of action
and the self-denial of these servants of God gripped him.
Enthusiasm ran high, and when the missionary offering
was being taken, a roll of bills representing his monthly
salary, together with his beautiful gold watch, was laid
on the collection plate. After the offering, came the call
for volunteers. The appeal was in substance as follows:
If there are any young people here who will offer them-

selves to go out as missionaries to the heathen providing
God calls and opens up the way, please stand.” To his
wife sitting beside him he said, “That means you and me;
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so let us stand and show our colors.” Charles Cowman
was on his feet in an instant. These lines were found
in his diary

!

“September 3, 1894. Attended Dr. Simpson’s
missionary convention and was searched through and
through and bared and exposed and searched by God’s
searching Spirit. I took another step toward God.”

Missionary literature was placed in his hand and he
began reading of India’s millions. It made a deep impres-

sion upon him and on his heart was rolled a burden that

would not leave him, even after much prayer. He believed

that God was calling him to India, but he did not know
what step to take to reach this dark land. His wife did

not feel called to India and the family physician said she

could not live in such a trying climate. In the providence

of God, he at this time met Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, who
had heard of his work in the telegraph office, and of the

influence he was exerting in his own church among the

young people. He said to him with much emphasis, “Wait,
young man, wait God’s hour.” His whole soul sought,

earnestly for a word from the Lord, a word from the Book
of books sealed by the Holy Spirit’s power. He prayed,

waited, watched, expected
; suddenly the word came, “Stay

thou there, till I bring thee word” (Matt. 2:13). Said the

good Phillips Brooks, "The highest attitude of any man’s
life is to stand zvaiting for God,—for what God will

choose to make of him.”

The Holy Spirit is our never-failing Guide, our
Leader. 1 here are times when He presses us forward
into service, into new experiences, new duties, new claims

of faith; but there are times when He arrests us in our
activity, rests us under His over-shadowing wing, and
quiets us in the secret place of the Most High, teaching us
some new lessons, breathing into us some deeper strength,
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,ey should be called to a particular field, as he believed
that a person could find God’s perfect plan for his life. Nootier class of people interested him more than those whoseemed at first bidden to go and yet who found beforethem a fast-barred door. ’’Thou didst well that it was in
thine heart, was an oft-quoted Scripture.

He worked as hard and as unsparingly as ever. There
was a very marked fresh zeal for God and His cause, a
determination that He should be honored, loved, exalted
and His name be praised in the earth. After this
disappointment, which no doubt, God reckoned to him in
us future caregr, he purposed that since he was not to
be a missionary to India, he would joyfully carry on his
work for the Lord in the telegraph office. He did not
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He was given a most cordial invitation to attend thelonday evening Holiness meeting led by Dr. J. R. Boyn-ton one of the leading physicians of the city, who, a fewweeks previous to this, had been sanctified wholly The
invitation was accepted, and Rev. Juji Nakadateened for the firs, in Ins lifetime, ,0 an old-fashioncdHol ness sermon. He had become a student at the Moody
Bible Institute previously, as the fame of D. L. Moodyand his success as a soul-winner had reached Japan.

r A. M. Hills was also staying at the Institute asa guest. He met our native brother and placed in his hand
his very helpful book entitled “Holiness and Power » Ashe earnestly sought to be filled with the Holy Spirit itwas not long until his hungry heart was satisfied. Havingcome so definitely into the blessings, he soon felt strongly
impressed that God would send him back to his people to
preach full salvation to them. As yet it had not dawnedupon the mind of Charles Cowman that God had chosenhim to be the co-worker of this native Japanese and to

in ie very city of Tokyo, Japan, his permanent home,
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the center of his life work. God was leading His child by

a way that he knew not, and his hands were being gently

loosed from the work in the telegraph office.

When our Lord awakens interest in objects dear to

Himself, He invariably designs not only to stir their

sympathies, but graciously to link them with some definite

branch of service connected with the object in question,

thus bestowing upon them a blessed life-work as well as

drawing their hearts unto prayer, and into fellowship

with His own desires and eternal purposes. Thus Charles

Cowman's chief life-work came through a chain of events

growing out of a friendship with Rev. Juji Nakada.

The issues of this friendship will never be fully known

until we are overwhelmed with the disclosures and sur-

prises of eternity. Not more manifest the flaming pillar

of old than the providential indications which guided him.

Our life occurrences are not just a lot of accidental frag-

ments.

The Telegraphers Mission Band assumed the support

of our Japanese brother and sent him back to his own

country rejoicing. He became their representative in

Japan, traveling all over the land holding evangelistic

services. His letters and reports were most eagerly read

at the meetings of the Band
;
thus a missionary fire that

was never extinguished was kindled.

If the Holy Spirit dwells in us there will be a strange

accordance with God's working in the world around us.

There is a divine harmony between the Spirit and provi-

dence. There is a double presence of the Lord for the

consecrated believer. He is present in the heart, and is

mightily present in the events of life.

“How marvelously," wrote one, “God can fit things

together and His purposes meet without a shade of var-

iation. Look at that beautiful scene in the temple when

MEETING REV. JUJI NAKADA
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he infant Jesus was brought in to be presented before theLord. Just at the right moment old Simeon was there toreceive Him by the intimation of the Holy Ghost; andwe read further still that, at the same instant, the agednna also coming in, recognized her coming Saviour and
joined in the welcome testimony.

“Look at Peter and Cornelius. Just the moment Peter
...been prepared for the commission, messengers were

waiting at the door to take him to Joppa. God had itah arranged and He had but to carry out the plan.
The Acts of the Apostles is the book of providences

under the control of the Holy Ghost. We see in that won-
derful book how everything moves at the bidding of the
ascended Christ and the Holy Spirit.

.

Look at Philip and the eunuch of Ethiopia. In the
height of his work in Samaria the evangelist is called
away by the voice of God to go down into the desert
Everything looked the other way. The work seems to
require him there, and yet he obeys and leaves thousands
o seeking souls and a whole city moved to its depth by
the Holy Ghost, to go down into a desert. So God some-
times calls us from the most useful position to what
seems a waste of time. But God has stepped before him.
This Ethiopian prince has been up to Jerusalem, seeking
after the truth, and has not found the need of his heart.
They meet on the way, but for a few moments, perhaps,
or a passing hour

; but in that hour an eternity has been
decided for that man, and not for him alone, but, perhaps,
for the whole nation to which he was to return with the
strange and glorious tidings of salvation.

Look at Paul s wondrous life. What a romance of
providence, culminating in the marvelous voyage to Rome,
which is a sort of picture in miniature of the whole church
in her perilous journey through the seas of time. Every-
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abundant blessing upon it, has been because he caught the

divine thought for it and through obedience entered His

plan. For surely it was not a man-planned work, or years

ago it would have come to naught.

William Jennings Bryan once said in the midst of an

address : “The great things of the world have been accom-

plished by men and women who had faith enough to at-

tempt the seemingly impossible and to trust God to open

the way.”

A simple ordination service was held ere he left for

his far-away field. Rev. Martin Wells Knapp, who

had accompanied him to Chicago and who felt that Cliarles

Cowman was answering his own call (as he had felt called

some years before), Rev. Seth C. Rees, his gifted

son Byron, and Rev. Charles Stalker laid their hands

upon him and his wife, separating them unto the ministry.

They took upon them the consecration vow, being “allow-

ed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel” (1 Thess.

2 :4).

Many old friends attended that simple service. Among

them was his best friend, Ernest A. Kilbourne. How
greatly he disliked leaving him, but Ernest Kilbourne

pledged him his prayers, promising also to stand back of

the Telegraphers' Mission Band, which was as dear to

Charles Cowman as his right hand.

His going to the mission field not only stirred a lively

missionary interest among telegraph circles, but it taught

them what it really meant to give themselves wholly to

Christ. It taught them the meaning of literally leaving

all to follow the Lamb whithersoever He leadeth. Late

in December came the final parting from friends and

colleagues, the real venture of faith was made as he

turned his face westward.

THE FIRST VENTURINGS
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In his brief farewell address he spoke of his prospec-
tive work with something of enthusiasm, something of
glee. It was the prospect that thrilled and fired him. His
face was fairly glowing with delight. The following are afew excerpts from his message

:

S°m
!
years ago 1 read a bo°k entitled ‘Dawn on the

Hills of Tang.’ In it was this statement : ‘The investment
of life is the most momentous of all human decisions.
As Jesus, before entering upon His active ministry, went
up on a mountain-top and beheld the kingdoms of this
world and the glory of them, so should every Christian
examine the opportunities for a life investment presented
by the nations of a weary world.’ This statement im-
pressed me with its deep significance.

Later, I read Hillis’s ‘Investment of Influence’ and
this gave me larger vision of the fact that it is not a light
thing to live out a whole human life and not live it in such
a way as to bring large returns. Added force and beauty
come to that statement of the Master, ‘Work not for the
food which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto
eternal life/

As I have pondered over these facts, there has come
to me a great longing to give to our young people this true
conception of a life investment, and not to these only,
but to hundreds of Christian men and women with wrong
views of true success. In this commercial age even the
preacher is tempted to leave the pulpit and engage in

some work that will bring larger returns in dollars and
cents. The paramount question that towers above every
other, not only in youth, but at whatever point we may
have reached, is this: ‘How can I now invest the rest of
my life so that it will bring the largest return?'

We cannot blame our young people for turning away
from the ministry at home or in other lands, when in the
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, this dreamer cometh!”—Gen. 37:19.

There is nothing so striking as a dreamer in action
—Victor Hugo .

“Thanks be to the dreamers for waking a sleeping
world ! There are souls who are visional, but not vision-
ary. No pessimist breaks new trails,—it is not worth
while. Men must always dream dreams before they blaze
new trails; see visions before they do exploits.”
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CHAPTER X

l(tcl

LAUNCHING FORTH

6 14)
GO 'n th ‘S thy might ‘ Have not 1 callccl thee?” Cadges

“The tender light of home behind, dark heathen gloom before,
the servants of the Lord go forth to many a foreign shore!
but the True Light that cannot pale, streams on them from

above,
A Light Divine that shall not fail, the smile of Him they love/*

On the morning of February 1, 1901, a little group of
friends, among them a number of telegraph operators,

stood on the pier at San Francisco to wave farewell to

their friends, Charles Cowman and his wife. At twelve
o clock noon, the gang plank was lifted, the steamer slowly

moved away from the dock, and the “China” began
ploughing her way across the Pacific. It was an hour,

not of sadness, but triumph. Charles Cowman sang to

the group of friends on shore the lines that since his ven-

ture of faith God had made a blessing to him:

“I do not ask to see the way,
My feet shall have to tread,

But only that my soul may feast
Upon the Living Bread.

*Tis better far to walk with Him
By faith close to His side,

I may not know the way I go,
But Oh, I know my Guide.

“His love can never faill

His love can never fail 1

My soul is satisfied to know
His love can never fail 1”

And right down through the twenty-three years of

missionary service, when at times everything seemed to

fail, when funds often went down to the last limit and
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each other, and when they came together they fitted mutu-
ally and perfectly. Not always can the man prepare him-

self for the service, for he knows not his predestined

sphere. The problem is solved at once when we admit a

Divine purpose, forming and fitting each man for his

work, so that, without any previous intimations what the

demands on him would be, he finds himself already trained

for that special form of service. Oftentimes faculties and
powers, acquisitions and discipline, education and expe-

rience, earliest occupations and trades, all prove to be just

what are needed, though the need could not be foreseen.

When the Temple was being built, the stones were so com-
pletely hewn in the quarry, and the timbers in the shops,

that there was heard no axe or any tool of iron while the

great building was going forward.

The first entry in his notebook upon arrival was,
Tokyo, Japan, February 22nd. A new era in our lives/

New responsibilities, new hopes, new avenues of thought,

new subjects for prayer. Oh, for faith, unyielding faith!

My soul yearns for a close alliance with God.”
The story of the Oriental Missionary Society was the’’

answer to his fervent outburst.

February 23rd. Promises claimed this morning: ‘I

will sanctify my great Name which was profaned among
the heathen . . . and the heathen shall know that I am
the Lord, when I shall be sanctified in you before their

eyes/ T will give thee the treasures of darkness and the
hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that
I, the Lord, which call thee by name, am the God of
Israel. What are we here for but to make known that
God is the Lord ? Gracious promises. What have we to

fear, for God is with us and God has sent us !”

Charles Cowman believed that God had sent him to

the Orient for just one thing, and he kept in that plan
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throughout the city, yea, throughout the Empire. Today
after twenty-eight years, when traveling through the land,

we meet numbers of people who tell us that it was there

that they received their first light.

“I think it probable,” said John Newton to a friend

who was admiring sculpture in Rome, “I think it probable

from passages in the Apostle Paul’s writings, that he
had a taste capable of admiring and relishing the beauties

of painting, sculpture, and architecture, but then he had
a higher, a spiritual, a divine taste, which was greatly

shocked and grieved by the ignorance, idolatry and
wickedness which surrounded him, insomuch that he
could attend to nothing else.”

Charles Cowman was a disciple who had literally “left

all to follow his Master” and whose consistent walk had
through many years illustrated the practical meaning of
that little understood phrase. His whole soul was en-
grossed in his work. No sacrifice, however great, could
have turned him aside from his delightful task. It was
an enthusiasm with him.

A small volume of the “Life of David Brainerd” was .

often carried about in his pocket and these words were
found heavily underscored : “I cared not where or how
I lived, or what hardship I went through so that I could
gain souls for Christ. While I was asleep I dreamed of
these things, and when I wakened the first thing I thought
of was this great work. All desire for the conversion of
the heathen, and all my hope was in God.”

There is very little romance about the practical work
of missions, however during those early pioneer days
some rather amusing incidents occurred. The end of the
month had come, the bills had all been paid. He strictly
adhered to the rule of his life never to incur debts. After
the actual need of the Society had been supplied, there was
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just ten cents (5d) left in Charles Cowman’s purse It

LittlpTwi!
CUSt°m t0 provide first of all for the others.

i the students guess what a test of faith theirmissionary was often called to pass through I The last

tr; ztt used **^^ “f

cepHon of h 7 7 77 with *e ex-
a oaf of .bread and a small amount of tea

for suoner C *T^ and remained

Tu. t ,

PP Can the reader imagine the predicament?he table was covered as usual with a dainty white clothand on it was placed the bread and cups of tea. With as

sTairy
c

as if he had been presiding at a ban^sat Charles Cowman at the head of the table, the guestseated at his right. He bowed his head and thanked God
the food, making no apology whatever for the meager

of Tg’

f ),

e arC wondering what ran through the mfnd
of our fellow-missionary, a well-known author from the
British Isles. Poverty seemes to be a necessary part of
the training of God’s children.

_

In relating this incident some years later to a close
friend whose eyes filled with tears as he listened, the
question was asked, “What did you do?’’ Charles Cow-man replied, “There was nothing left for us to do, but to
pray, Give us this day our daily bread.’ This my good
wi e and I did with all the earnestness we could com-
mand.

The founding of institutions and mission stations
very often costs more in the way of personal sacrifice than
can be expressed in money values, even though the figures
mount up to the million point. To say this, however, is
to speak after the manner of men. To the faithful mis-
sionary who rendered the service, there was no sacrifice
in the case. It was merely an incident in the pathway of
duty, and as such was accepted without remonstrance and
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Although the work grew rapidly it was not a mush-

room growth. Each seeker was personally dealt with, he

was led to give up idolatry, and hundreds were genuinely

born again. Not quantity, but quality was the object, yet

God gave both. “Much more” is the Lord’s way. His

work always grows and growth is the sign of life.

The following extracts from the Yearly Report for

1902 show the progress made in the work.

“Jan. 14. Crowds attended the Holiness meeting today.

No standing room left. The sense of the Spirit’s presence

was so vivid as to be almost visible.

“Feb. 12. A packed hall this afternoon. Many went

away to get in. I am daily asking God to give us a larger

hall for meetings.

“April 21. Received a letter today from a poor woman
who said that the Lord had impressed her to send $5.00

(£1). She quoted the word in Isa. 54:2. ‘Enlarge the

place of thy tent/ It sent me to my knees and I claimed

from God a larger building.

“May 30. A gift of one thousand dollars was received

today. It will be used for purchasing a larger hall. The
gift came from an entire stranger. A sentence in his

letter read, T am sure the Lord will give you all that

you need/

“June 15. Searched for locations, but found nothing

suitable. ‘Thine ear shall hear a word behind thee say-

ing, This is the way, walk ye in it/

“July 21. We moved into our new Mission Hall on
Awaji-cho. Every dollar needed for its purchase was
received. Yesterday held an all-day service and the new
hall was crowded. Twenty-seven seekers knelt at the

altar. We are a united little band, happy in the Lord,
well assured that in His own time ‘the little one shall

become a thousand/ We know that we are preaching
the truth and so we wait upon the Lord.”
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CHAPTER XVII

THE ADVANCE INTO KOREA

A map of the Orient hanging on the wall of Charles

Cowman's study had tracings of deep red letters denoting

the population of the countries for which he prayed for

years—these were: Korea, China, Siam, Annam, Tibet,

Russia, and Formosa. To his missionary heart these

figures spelled lost souls, dying millions. The map ever

made its silent appeal. We little know, when praying,

what we may be called upon to do for anyone for whom
we plead, or for any country which is near to our hearts.

Normal expansion of Christian work almost invariably

leads to still wider expansion. Work begets work, and

successes on one field seem to beckon onward to greater

achievements on other fields.

When he returned from one of his deputational tours

in America, he was greeted by three Koreans who had

entered the Tokyo Bible Training Institute during his

absence. They had heard of the school in Japan where

students were equipped for aggressive soul-winning.

Their names were Li, Kim, and Chung, well-known names

in Korea. Although unfamiliar with the Japanese lan-

guage, they had been accepted as students. How diligently

they set to work to learn the language and in a brief time

they were not only speaking brokenly, but understanding

the lectures. Three years passed by; their Bible training

was finished, and believing that God meant for them to

have a similar school in their own country, they returned,

praying that it might become a fact.
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There was something remarkable in the chain of

events which led to the opening of the Korea Bible Insti-

tute. These three brethren were sent back to the Capital

city, Seoul, to open a mission, and on that day,

God set His seal upon it by saving a number of souls. On
Sabbath afternoons when Christians gathered at4 the meet-

ing for the promotion of Scriptural Holiness, numbers

sought and obtained the blessing, returning to their own

|
churches veritable flames of fire. A rented building was

» occupied for one year, and the services wer6 crowded

with eager, earnest listeners. The workers begged us to

erect for them a Bible Training institute where Korean

native preachers might be trained, as numbers of these

new converts desired to give their lives to preaching the

Gospel to their own people.

When General Butler started on his great expedition,

he sailed under sealed orders; the orders were not to be

opened until after the expedition had been so many days

at sea. But all on board had consecrated themselves so

fully to the Federal Government that they had determined

to go wherever the orders bade them. When God asked

Charles Cowman to go to Korea for Him, he said, “It is

part of the original contract to do the will of God as far

as He shall make it known, and I accept this new require-

ment/'

“The light hath flashed from Heaven,
And I must follow it.”

It was not undertaken without very much prayer.

Indeed, it never would have been undertaken apart from a

feeling of divine constraint. A burden of this character is

not lightly assumed by a man whose hands are already

full. The call came at a time when there was not a dollar

THE ADVANCE INTO KOREA 207

in the mission treasury for the opening up of such a new
and extended work, but he was fully assured that God was
able to care for the work in both countries, that His
resources were equal to the new demand, and in this faith
it was undertaken.

To how many places we come in life where there is

nothing to be done but to go forward! There are times
when we especially need God-given wisdom to see the

guiding hand of God. How faithfully Charles Cowman
followed the Lord when His way was made plain to him

!

The word so definitely given to him for Korea is found in

Haggai, “Build the house ; and I will take pleasure in it,

and I will be glorified, saith the Lord." “Be strong and
work, for I am with you ”

“Fear thou not.” “The glory of

this latter house shall be greater than the former, and in

this place will I give peace.”

God wonderfully worked in behalf of Korea I A mis-

sionary was needed for this new undertaking and He laid

His Hand upon two choice souls over in England, John S

and Emily Thomas, and sent them out to Korea to talccf

charge of the new work.

Through The Oriental Missionary Standard it was

made known that the Society had extended its borders to

Korea, and was expecting to erect a great Bible Training

Institute there. How gladly the news was welcomed in

the homelands, and gifts were received from hundreds of

friends for this purpose. The gifts were not large, as

the donors to the work are among God's humble children

;

but God put His multiplying touch to the loaves and fishes,

and there was sufficient with which to purcliase the loca-

tion and erect several buildings.

We are not to look at natural possibilities or impossi -

bilities; for with Him all things are possible, and they

become possible to him that believeth, and who by faith
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becomes vitally one with the omnipotent God. We may
attempt for Him, if we expect from Him, great things.

Perhaps it yet remains for man to illustrate how great

faith may be in its hold on God, and for God to demon-

strate fully how He recognizes and rewards such faith.

The possibilities of a believing heart and life lie among
the unfathomed depths—unexplored secrets of God.

This step marked another crisis in Charles Cowman’s

life. He was conscious of God’s call and there were count-

less indications that God was going before Plis servant,

but he who would go forth as a pioneer missionary and

assay to enter new territory, ventures over into the very

possessions of Satan who for generations has held undis-

puted sway over the hearts of the people. What think

you? Will he immediately give way when the missionary

enters, offering no resistance? Whenever Satan acts as a

hinderer, the obstacles which he piles up to block our path-

way need not dismay us; they may call forth a fresh

exercise of faith and patience, but in the end the Satanic

hinderer will be met by the Divine Helper who will sweep

out of our way all the obstacles, as with the breath of His

mouth. Said Marshal Foch, “When one has faith, one

does not retire. One stops the enemy where he finds him.”

“The devil is not put to flight by a courteous request,”

wrote Charles Cowman to a close heart-friend during

those days. “He meets us at every turn, contends for every

inch, and our progress has to be registered in heart’s blood

and tears.” Undaunted by difficulties, he refused to be

turned aside from the plain path of duty, let come what
may.

“A restful realization of the Lord’s companionship,”

wrote Dr. Jowett, “has been the characteristic of men
whose religious activity has been forceful, influential, and
fertile in the purpose of the Kingdom. At the very heart
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of all their labors, in the very center of their stormiest

days, there is a sphere of sure and restful intimacy with
the Lord . . . Get a man who is restfully intimate with
his Lord, and you have a man whose force is tremendous!
Such men move in apparent ease, but it is the ease that is

linked with the infinite; it is the very rest of God. They
may be engaged in apparent trifles, but even in the doing

of trifles there emerge the health-giving currents of the

Kingdom of God.”

“How I would tremble standing in this place of

responsibility, if I had not known that God sent me here.

I did not choose my position, nor did I seek it; it was
placed in my hands by the Lord, and I shall not get up and

leave it or flee as doth an hireling shepherd,” were the

words to a fellow-worker.

The splendid work in Korea is progressing, because

Charles Cowman stood strong and firm in its cradle days

when there was no small amount of persecution. He was

at times acutely sensitive to the thrusts of sharp criticism

dealt to him through misunderstanding of his motives.

He was doubtless misjudged and stood under suspicion of

false teaching, but he had no new-fangled religion to

impart, only the Gospel as old as the ages. Accusations

make wounds and leave scars; but even the scars were

soon worn off by the remembrance of his Divine Master’s

tenderness and forgiveness. He could not bear unchari-

tableness.

There can be no Easter without a Good Friday, and

there was a constant Calvary in his experience during the

time the foundations were being laid for the Korea Bible

Training Institute. The great adversary, knowing what

was to happen in the lives of these people, did everything

to hinder and to frustrate the plan, but great and mighty

things happened in connection with the newly established

14
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mission. There is always suffering connected with fruit

bearing, and it may be written of the beginnings in Korea,

that “the more they afflicted them, the more they grew,”

for the work advanced in a wonderful manner, and God

continued to pour out His Spirit upon the new converts.

“Unless we maintain our standards, the whole work

goes down,” was a brief sentence to a prayer-partner.

“It is not enough to 1 believe what you maintain . You

must maintain what you believe, and maintain it because

you believe it
” wrote Archbishop Whateley.

The people in the homelands have but a small concep-

tion of the difficulties surrounding the securing of loca-

tions for Christian work in heathen countries. Intricacies

that the Western mind can scarcely conceive of enter into

the negotiations, and days, weeks, and months pass by very

often, even after the location has been found, before the

property is transferred.

Charles Cowman asked God for some particular

promise upon which he could firmly pin his faith as he

searched for locations. Two promises were especially

given to him : “They got not the lands of the heathen by

their own sword” (Psalms 44:3). This was underscored

in his Bible. The other, “I will give you the good of

the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.

Regard not your stuff
;
for the good of the land of Egypt

is yours” (Genesis 45 :18, 20).

He had searched two whole weeks for a suitable loca-

tion for the Bible Training Institute, but every available

hilltop in the city of Seoul was occupied, with the excep-

tion of one. The bargain was made for its purchase, when

overnight a peculiar circumstance occurred. It seems sad

to be obliged to paint a black cloud in the sky of this

bright picture; but some mark of the enemy’s presence

might be expected to appear. Someone, upon learning that
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The Oriental Missionary Society had contracted for that

particular site, met the owner, offering him a very much
larger sum, so the promise was broken. This was a

strange test of faith indeed, but His servant was enabled

to say, “God meant it unto good,” then turning the seeming

disappointment into His-appointment, he began another

search. It was during the intense heat of summer. One
morning quite early, while walking through the narrow

streets, a Korean gentleman approached him with the

question, “Are you the person looking for a plot of ground

for a school ?” He replied in the affirmative. The Korean

then said, “I am employed in the former Emperor’s house-

hold and my master has a plot of ground which he will

sell to you.”

Learning where it was located, Charles Cowman

walked quickly outside the West Gate and climbed the

beautiful hill overlooking the city of Seoul. There he had

a magnificent view of the city, also miles and miles of

valley which lay at the right. There was not a lovelier spot

in the entire city and no place could have been better

suited for the Bible Training Institute. It seemed to have

stood there for ages just awaiting this time. What an

ideal place it was for the training of students—away up

on the hillside where the air was fresh and pure, far

removed from the odors and filth of the valley below

!

And the price? It was almost less than half of the

amount which would have been paid for the much smaller

location. It was incidents like this that colored Charles

Cowman’s life with joy.

The next out-going steamer carried a letter to praying

friends: “Praise God! Today the magistrates came as if

by appointment and the land boundaries were determined,

and all matters connected therewith amicably settled. We
have the deed to the property in hand and I have already
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contracted for brick, stone and mortar and have engaged
masons and carpenters. We begin the erection' of the
building this coming week. By the architect’s drawings
which I am sending you, you will notice we propose to
erect substantial buildings. Such structures could not be
erected in America for five times the cost of these. We
have the most wonderful- location, and to think that it has
been truly God-given! Every time I step upon it, I feel
like praising Him.”

.

Wel1 indeed m 'ght his cup of joy be filled to the very
brim for was he not in a real sense “laying the foundation
for future generations”? Some months later, when the
buildings were up and occupied and when’ the students
began to arrive from Inland Provinces, splendid young
people who had heard the Lord’s voice calling them to
preach His word, overflowing was his cup indeed.

dhe beautiful buildings, with the lovely grounds, have
all sprung from his willingness to “go up and possess the
land.” The temptation to say, “We are not able,” must
have been very great; however, the brave spirit flinched
not, and he lived to see not scores, but hundreds of young
men and women equipped for their life-work. In addition
to this great joy, unlooked-for service opened for his be-
loved Master. New friends were given, new lessons
taught, and many sweet surprises were planned for him
by the Lord, causing him to see His dear Hand manifestly
outstretched on his behalf. A large volume could be filled
with details of interesting experiences. When God
answers prayer, the answer is often given “exceeding
abundantly above all we can ask or think,” for with His
multiplying touch one thing grows out of another.

Work opened up in the country districts of Korea,
the people called for preachers, and it became necessary
to pattern after the work in Japan, building churches and



GRADUATING

CLASS

OF

TITE

SEOUL.

KOREA.

BIBLE

TRAINING

INSTITUTE.

DURING

TWENTY-SEVEN

YEARS

THE

0.

M.

S.

HAVE

TRAINED

MORE

THAN

1200

NATIVE

PREACHERS.

THE

WATCHWORD

OF

THE

SOCIETY

IS.

"THE

ORIENT

MUST

BE

EVANGELIZED

BY

HER

OWN

SONS

AND

DAUGHTERS."

THE ADVANCE INTO KOREA 213

opening interior stations. The story of the transfor-

mation of whole regions through the power of the Gospel,

carried on by men of faith, constitutes a thrilling record.

Up to the year 1927, fifty-seven churchesliad sprung up
and scores of itinerary points, while about half of Korea
has been visited by the Korea Village Campaign Bands,

resulting in hundreds, yea, thousands of earnest seekers.

The seekers in villages during 1927 numbered 5,564.

It was his joy not only to witness the growth of these

Institutions beyond the most sanguine hopes he cherished

when planting them, but to receive the grateful thanks of

those who derived unspeakable benefit in partaking of

their fruits.

A little success did not elate him, nor a measure of

success prompt him to settle down in some quiet resting

place. The ascendency he began to acquire, instead of

making him vain, filled him with awe, and increased the

rigor of self-discipline which he ever exercised over him-

self. A few lines found in his papers reveal the man.

“God must have looked all around to find a stick poor

enough to use, and when he saw me he said, ‘Here's one/

and that is why He picked me up. T have never been

able to fathom why He passed by the many who, seem-

ingly, were far better qualified, then gave me such an im-

portant place in the work of training an army, as it were,

who, if our Lord tarry, ‘shall build the old waste places

and raise up the foundations of many generations'
;
but I

humbly and obediently accept the trust and am ‘plowing in

hope' that this may literally come to pass through the

native evangelists and Bible women who go forth from

our Bible Training Institutes in the Orient. God grant it,

until multitudes shall ‘turn to God from idols to serve the

living and true God, and to wait for His Son from
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Heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus which
delivered us from the wrath to come/ Amen!”

We find another convenant which he made at this date
and into the Holy of Holies of his deeper heart life we
venture to look with shrinking eyes.

“ 'Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the
God of Israel’ (2 Chron. 29:10). ‘I walked along the sea-
shore at 11 :30 P. M. The world was asleep and the stars
shone quietly overhead. The murmur of the waves seemed
to draw my heart closer to God and I knelt on the sands
and gave myself to Him all over again, to live for Him,
to die for Him. My little life, whether it be long or short
in years, was laid down before His feet. Irrespective of
what friends or foes or man may think, by Thy grace and
power, I here and now determine henceforth to live for
the purpose for which Thou didst send me to the Orient,
with nothing between Thee and me. That T am with thee
always/ is enough! (Signed)—Charles E. Cowman.”

With it these few lines were penned

:

“Men may misjudge thy aim,
they have cause to blame, say thou art wrong

—

told thou thy quiet way, heed not what men may say:
Christ is the Judge—not they; fear not, be strong 1

e brave, and dare to stand alone against the foe:
1 ly Saviour stood alone for thee long, long ago.
e not a coward in the fight, look up 1 be strong 1

I he morn of victory is near—the day of song”


