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IIFive weeks recently spent in Korea offered an opportunity to

see and hear something of the wonderful work which is there in progress.

Thirty years ago Korea was a closed land. It was death to set foot in

it. North Korea was a great bandit region, largely given up to plunder.

There still remain old castles of refuge on the hills among the moun-

tains to which the people fled for refuge.

There are now about one thousand churches and preaching places in North

Korea and hundreds of church buildings have been erected by the Korean

Christians. A majority of the people in North Korea are within three

miles of a church or preaching place. This work has been self-support-

ing from the beginning. Every Christian has been made to feel that it

is his duty to bear witness to others, to teach and lead others to

Christ. Last winter over one thousand men were gathered into Pyeng Yang

from the country, some of them coming more than one hundred miles, where

they studied the Bible with the missionaries and received instruction in

Christianity and Christian work for fifteen days. Five hundred women

came in at a different time for similar study and training for fifteen

days, and then these men and women went back into the country to engage

in active work in teaching and bearing witness to the truth. Eight hun-

dred men and three hundred women, from the churches in the city, met for

fifteen days of study and training. Besides these, a Bible Institute

for men was held in the spring, with an attendance of three hundred and C\

II'Fifteen years ago there was not a Christian in North Korea.



one for women with an attendance of one hundred. These were made up of

regular evangelists and workers. There are about five hundred evange-

lists and workers in North Korea entirely supported by Korean money.

These elders, evangelists, and Bible women had classes for Biblical and

Christian instruction last year in 252 places in North Korea with an at-

tendance of over 12,000. The church members who can not give money,

give their time and go into the towns and villages around the places

where they dwell, and tell the Gospel story to those who have not yet

heard

.

’’The Central Presbyterian Church in Pyeng Yang, altho seating

fifteen hundred people, has swarmed three times, to get room in the

building. They have formed the North, South and East churches and put

up large buildings, but that Central church is now so crowded that the

women meet in the morning, and the men in the afternoon, each Sabbath,

and the church is full each time. It is filled again at the weekly

prayer meeting every Thursday evening.

"The church members in the city are divided into groups, each in

charge of an elder, and each group is divided into bands of about ten

each with a band leader. The houses in the city are all apportioned,

about fifty houses to each band, and are divided into groups of seven or

eight houses each, and some one is assigned to visit regularly each group

of houses and read the Bible, and pray with the inmates. These workers

meet together for prayers before they start out, and they have frequent

meetings for reports.

"The Presbyterian Mission in Pyeng Yang has a Theological school

with seventy-five students, who study three months each year and go out



to work during nine months. There is a union Methodist and Presbyterian

academy and college in Pyeng Yang with about thirty collegiate and three

hundred academic students. This school has a manual training department

connected with it.

"There is a largely attended woman's training school in the city,

with two sessions a week from October to May. There was a Normal train-

ing class for female teachers last year in May, with an attendance of

eighty-seven, and one for male teachers in July with an attendance of

two hundred and two.

"There are about four hundred and fifty primary graded schools

in operation connected with the churches in Korea, with a six years

course of study. There were 9,717 pupils in these schools last year,

about 2,000 of whom were girls. There are eleven intermediate schools

or academies for young men with a three years' course of study and an

attendance last year of 1,266, mostly graduates of the primary schools.

There are nine similar schools for young women, with five hundred stu-

dents, and their number is rapidly increasing. There are Normal classes

where five hundred men and women are helped to prepare for teaching.

There are day-schools and night-classes where thousands of men and women

are being taught to read. There are industrial schools and two schools

for the blind. There is a flourishing Y.M.C.A. school in Seoul where

hundreds of young men are being taught.

"Over 15,000 students were taught last year in these mission

schools. This work is self-supporting. All the evangelists and workers,

all who come to the training classes from the city and country, and all

the primary, academic, collegiate and theological students are supported



by Korean money. Over fifty thousand dollars gold, was given for Chris-

tian work by the Korean Christians last year.

"Best and most important of all, the missionaries in Pyeng Yang

and the Korean workers from city and country who were assembled there

last winter, all received a great spiritual uplift. It seemed like a

veritable Pentecost. All hearts were melted and filled with spiritual

power. The missionaries have maintained a union daily prayer meeting

for nearly ten months. This wave of spiritual blessing has extended

over the whole field. It has led to earnest work and self-denying giv-

ing. It prepared the way for those influences which have kept the

people of North Korea quiet during the last few months. After the abdi-

cation of the late Emperor and the disbanding of the army, when the

people in North Korea, naturally the most excitable and turbulent of the

Korean people, were in danger of rising in insurrection, the mission-

aries and leading Christians banded together and urged all the Chris-

tians in the nearly one thousand churches and preaching places to exert

their influence in leading all the people to remain quiet and submissive,

with the result that there has been little or no disturbance in North

Korea. A similar work is being done from Seoul and other places as

centers, and the two thousand churches and groups of Christians are a

most hopeful part of the outlook. The Christians increased fifty per

cent last year. If this work can go on unchecked and unchilled, Korea

will be rapidly evangelized and filled with millions of happy, enlight-

ened Christian homes, and this little kingdom, despised tho it has been,

will give to the Christian world a priceless example of the way and the

only way that the Gospel can be carried to the whole world during the



present generation
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