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Robert Alexander Hardie

The third Canadian missionary to enter Korea was Dr. R. A. Hardie.

Born in Haldiman County, Ontario, on June 11, 1865, he received his

early education in and around Caledonia and later taught school in the

district. He entered Toronto Medical College in 1886 and, like so many

students of that period, was soon caught up in the Student Volunteer

Movement. He was deeply influenced by the visit in 1887 of Messrs.

Foreman and Wilder and decided to dedicate his life to the missionary

cause.

Missionary enthusiasm ran high in student circles and was partic-

ularly strong in the vigorous group of men who made up the Medical

Students Y.M.C.A.: Their interest was further stimulated by the lively

reports on life and work in Korea from the able pen of Mr. James b. Gale

which led to the decision to share in the Korea work by sending oncof

their members to that field. The natural choice was Robert A. Hardie

whose missionary enthusiasm and dedication was already recognized,

graduated in the spring of 1890 and was immediately appointed the

medical missionary to Korea of the Toronto Medical Students Y.M.C.A..

Dr. and Mrs. Hardie, with their little daughter Eva, arrived in

Seoul September 30. 1890. It is probable that their original destination

was Pusan but certain circumstances made them spend their first few

months in Seoul. Mr. Gale with whom they had hoped to co-operate m

Pusan had already moved to Seoul and was planning to Join the or e

Presbyterian Mission. Mrs. Hardie was expecting her second chi ,

Bessie, in December and a move to Pisan where no other western family

lived seemed inadvisable. A vacancy in the Royal Hospital

ro -rw h N Allen to enter the consular

caused by the resignation of Dr. H. N.
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Ivnrvnffhi;



the arrival of Dr. C. C. Vinton the following spring.

Dr. Hardie was then free to go to Pusan. Leaving his wife and

family in Seoul he proceeded to Pusan, arriving there April 14. 1891,

accompanied by a Korean language teacher. He lived in rented rooms,

spending most of his time in language study but also holding a daily

clinic for urgent medical cases. He writes that he used the open

court yard as his clinic, the room in his Korean house "being too

small and toe dark for the purpose". The feeling of exhilaration

and the keen sense of mission which this new venture brought are

reflected in his letters to his supporters. "Hgjhingjbut the_con-L

viction that God would have me elsewhere,"he writes, "will take me ^
from the foreign mission field. I would net today .hange place .

/
with any of you*"

He was joined in August by Mrs. Hardie and the children, the

first Western family to reside in Pusan. One must here pay tribute

to a stout-hearted woman who braved the loneliness of life in a

strange land, caring for her family in primitive conditions, in

constant danger from prevalent diseases and epidemics and yet keeping

open house for frequent guests. For six ^
Customs Quarantine house on Leer island, and later secured a house

^
in the Japanese Settlement. Prom these early days began that gracious ^
ministry of hospitality for which Mrs. Hardie was known throughout %

her long years of mission life in Korea. Luring the fall and winter V)

of 1891-2, first Rev. and Mrs. W. M. Baird of the Northern Presbyterian

mission and later the newly arrived members of the Australian mi

five in number, shared the limited accomodation of the Hardie home.

The winter, however, took its toll. The crowded conditions,

sickness in the family and lack of proper equipment for his work

strained Er. Hardie's resistance to the point where he was f

+„va » vacation in Japan and to consider means of securing more



adequate support. He declined an invitation from the Australian

mission to join their staff as a medical missionary, preferring to

remain under the Medical Students' Mission. He urged, however, that

since Mr. Gale had joined another Board, the two organizations in

Toronto with work in Korea should unite and concentrate on Korea as

their one field of labour. This suggestion met with favour and led

to the formation, in March, 1892, of the Canadian Colleges Mission,

which functioned for several years with remarkable success.

By 1892 the missionary staff in Korea had been increased to the

point where the missions thought it wise to scatter their forces

which had hitherto been concentrated largely in Seoul and Pusan.

The northern Presbyterian Mission had plans for a strong staff in

Pusan and had already located Dr. Hugh Brown there and provided him

with a dispensary and equipment. Pusan being thus provided wit

medical service Dr. Hardie was led to consider some other center of

work. The choice fell on Wonsan, not only because it was a new

station with a small mission staff but also because of the natural

desire to be near his two fellow-Canadians ,
Messrs Gale and Fenwick

who were resident in that city#

The Hardies arrived in Wonsan November 11, 1892. During the

winter they occupied the new dispensary of the Methodist Episcopal

Mission and used one of the rooms in Mr. Fenwick's Korean house as a

dispensary. The following spring they began construction of the simple

residence and dispensary which they were to occupy till their ug

in 1896. The intervening years were filled with dedicated service,

healing the sick and preaching the word in Wonsan and district. They

stayed at their post during the uncertain days of the Sino-Japanese

war and went through several epidemics which took heavy toll of Korean

life. By 1896 the health of the family was so endangered that Mr.

J - — ~ an
me* —
Fpnwick. lust returned from America, wrote the Board, urging



The Board concurred and the Hardies arrived in
immediate furlough.

Canada in July of that year.

Furlough provided an opportunity for the missionary and the Board

to discuss thoroughly the future of the mission. It was evident that

the work had progressed to the extent that more adequate and more

dependable support was called for than could be guaranteed by students

groups alone. It was, therefore, decided to approach denominational

boards with work in Korea, offering to hand over missionary and work

to them, unfortunately no mission could see its way clear to extend

its commitments to that extent, so the Canadian Colleges Mission made

a special drive, utilizing the services of Dr. Hardie, on furlough,

and during the year ending March 1897 raised $1845 for general

maintenance and $618 for the building fund. On the strength of this

Dr. Hardie returned to Korea in September 1897, leaving the family

in Toronto for further recuperation. Meanwhile enquiries came from an

unexpected source. The Methodist Episcopal South Mission, which had

opened work in Korea the previous year, began correspondence, through

Dr. W. R. Lambuth, with the board of the C.C.H. which eventually led

tc the transferrance on May 15, 1898, of Dr. Hardie to that mission

and his appointment as their first medical missionary in Korea.

Dr. Hardie began his work in the Methodist Mission by serving

briefly in Songdo and Seoul. In 1900, when the mission, in agreement

with the Northern Methodist Mission, decided to take over the work in

Wonsan, his previous residence in that city made him the natural choice

to open that work. In the same year he was ordained a deacon in the

Methodist church since his responsibilities would include both churc

and hospital. He remained in Wonsan for nine years and laid t

foundation of the evangelistic and medical wcrk of his mission in

Kangwon province, with Wonsan as headquarters. It was during his

that he exoerienced that remarkable spiritual



quickening which brought him into prominence as a spiritual leader in

mission and church circles throughout Korea and led finally to the well-

known religious revival of 1907.

In 1909 Dr. Hardie was transferred to Seoul where he resided until

his retirement in 1935. His many activities during this period pay

tribute to the dedication and energy of the man. Though his major

assignment was to institutional work he maintained through the years

close contact with local churches in city and country. He taught in

both the Pierson Memorial and the Methodist Biblical Institutes and

when the latter, in 1913, became the Onion Theological Seminary, he

was appointed its first President, a position he held until 1922.

During his presidency he initiated and edited The Theological World,

a bi-weekly magazine for Korean church workers. He later became

editor of The Christian Messenger, an interdenominational weekly

newspaper. He served on various boards and committees - as a member

of the Permanent Executive of the Bible Society and of their Board of

Translators ; as a member of the Executive of The Christian literature

Society, and of their Examining Committee and their Editorial Board.

During the period of his service on this Editorial Board no fewer than

49 volumes of Christian literature were published for which he was

partly responsible, and 13 other manuscripts made ready for publication.

Appreciation of Dr. R - A. Hardie

Dr. Hardie* s career as a missionary naturally falls into

periods in each of which he made a significant contribution to the

ivlQO These were (1) his service with and for the

missionary cause, these wexe v j

Canadian Colleges Mission. 1890-1898; C2) his pioneer work in Kangwon

province and particularly his contribution to the religious revival

1898-1909; (3) his manure leadership in theological education and the

production of Christian literature. Extended reference has already

been made to number three. Numbers one and two deserve further

notice.



Service With The Canadian Colleges Mission

The Canadian Colleges Mission was a remarkable movement which

owed its inspiration largely to Dr. Hardie and his Korea mission. Its

origin is explained by Dr. Harley Smith, its Secretary-Treasurer, in a

Prospec-tus published in 1897:
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its foreign representatives."

The Mission attracted many able students, especially from medical

and educational institutions, and pressed its claims with exceptional

vigour and boldness, and with a rare combination of spiritual emphasis

and practical appeal. It secured as patrons no less personages than

"Their excellencies the Governor-General and the Countess of Aberdeen ,

and had on its advisory board such names as "Hon. S. H. Blake, J. W.

^

Flavelle, Es*. ,
Hebert Gilgour, Es*. ,

President Loudon and

Beginning in 1892 with the union of two associations, by 1897 i

boast 65 mission circles affiliated with it. The organisation was

"distinctly undenominational" and stated its object as "to impress

upon and foster in the minds ^d hearts of Canadian students the^laims

of foreign missions". Adding with refreshing practicality: "Zeal

any cause can be developed only in proportion as that seal finds ex-

pression in practice: hence the work in Korea."

-i ^ « travelling secretary and published a

The Mission employed a traveix b

monthly magazine whose title page read.

The Canadian
COLLEGE MISSIONARY w n

Devoted to the Interests of Missions y

And to^the
a
spreading

1
of
S
the Gospel in Korea

which they concentrated was "the mainten-

The single piece of work on



ance, in Wonsan, Korea, of a medical dispensary, where disease is allevi-

ated, the gospel preached, and the example of a Christian home shown. M

And as a practical means of participation in the work all members are

asked to join in "the observation of a season of special prayer

Saturday evenings, from 9 to 10 o’ clock, the hour of the native Lord’s

Lay morning service in Korea".

T ie Prospectus from which we are quoting was issued while Lr. Hardie

was on furlough and probably reflects his conception of a missionary

home base for work among students. The good results expected are

stated as "the dissemination of missionary information where it is

certain to bear an abundant harvest"; "the training of Christian

students in the organization, conduct and support of foreign mission

work"; and "the engendering and strengthening of the spirit of

interdenominational friendliness and co-operation among the young of

all Protestant Sects."

The wide outreach of this organization and the extent to which it

stimulated interest in foreign missions in general and Korea in particu-

lar is seen from the list of schools and colleges associat/ed with it.

In the April, 1897 issue of the College Missionary they are reported

as follows: Univers/ity of Toronto Y.M.C.A.; University of Toronto

Y.W.C.A.; Toronto Medical Students Y.M.C.A. ;
Trinity Medical Staden

Y.M.C.A. ;
Primary Medical Students Y.M.C.A.; Theodora Society, McGill

University; School of Pedagogy, Toronto; Ontario Medical College for

Women; Western University, London; London Medical College; Ontario

Agricultural College, Toronto; Ontario Veterinary College, Toronto,

Ontario College of Pharmacy, Toronto; Ontario Ladies’ College, Whitby;

Demill Ladies’ College, St. Catherines; Brantford Ladies’ College,

Brantford; Presbyterian Ladies College, Toronto; Coligny Ladies’

College, Ottawa; Demill Academy, Toronto; Pickering College,

Model Schools in Elora, Mount Porest, Durham, Galt, Berlin, Stratford,



Mitchell, Clinton, Goderich, Strathroy, Sarnia, Chatham, St. Thomas,

London, Ingersoll, Woodstock, Simco, Brantford, Caledonia, Hamilton,

Toronto Junction, Toronto, Whitby, Port Perry, Lindsay, Port Hope,

Coburg, Morrisburg, Cornwall, Walkerton, Kincardine, Owen Sound,

Windsor, Prescott, Athens, Brampton, Orangeville, Welland, London,

London Collegiate, Institute#

It is probable that Dr. Hardie f s robust and wholesome attitude to

mission work appealed strongly to the students. A later colleague

tells us that one of his favorite aversions was "maudlin sentimentality

about mission work". "As though there was anything strikingly different

about it, or that there ware any particular discomforts or perils or

sacrifices connected therewith.

nnn-hri button to the Religious Revival of 1907

Reference was made above to a remarkable spiritual experience

which not only changed Dr. Handle’ s life but bore an influence for

religious revival among his fellow missionaries and Korean Christians.

It happened in 1903, during a Bible Conference for missionaries in

Wonsan. The emphasis, as usual, was upon the priority of the Holy

Spirit in the Christian's life and work. For some time Dr. Hardie

had been greatly disturbed by the meager results of his missionary

effort. Though he had -seen^mny led to an intellectual knowledge

and acceptance of these things", he had not "seen any example of

unmistakable and lasting conversion". Not that he had failed either

in devotional fervour or practical effort. Prayer and hard work had

been the twin pillars of his missionary life. Why then his failure.

In both of these practices had the emphasis been on man’s effort

rather than on Sod’s? Had he failed to recognise the Holy Spirit as

the prior force in Qod’s plan of salvation, and man only an instrument.

If only he would throw the door wide open, remove the barriers and

welcome the Holy Spirit without reserve into mind and heart, what

would honoen? We may not fully understand what happened, or how,



but the fact remains that at this time Dr. Hardie experienced what the

scriptures speak of as "receiving the Holy Spirit."

Dr. Hardie* s own explanation is restrained and cautious. There

were none of the bizarre evidences which usually accompany the Spirit's

operation. He did break through his native reserve to confess his foimer

short-comings before his fellow missionaries and Korean Christians. But

the main evidence was an unmistakeable change in his own personal bear-

ing. A new warmth and friendliness in Christian fellowship. A new

sense of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in his own life,

with its accompanying peace and joy. A new freedom in witnessing to

the affairs the spirit. A recognition that the primary force making

for salvation is not man’s effort but the working of God’s spirit.

»! „ convinced", he wrote at the time, "that all labour, however

honest and abundant, without His confessed presence and power will

be in vain. Henceforth, my efforts will not be slackened but with

this difference - as I witness, so also will the Holy Spirit, in the

consciousness of whose presence I have peace and joy."

Dr. Hardie’ s experience was the means by which theHoly Spirit

broke into the life of the missionary community and the Korean church.

His leadership was widely sought, and he was instrumental, under God,

of bringing a revival of religion to schools and churches in Wonsan.

Seoul, Songdo and Pyengyang. The effects were not always restrained,

as in his own case, but generally speaking, they brought a genuine

enrichment of religious experience. The influence of these early years

persisted till it issued in the great awakening of 1907 which swept

the entire country and made the Christian religion a vital force in

nation’s life. It did much to determine the distinctive characteris i

of Korean Christian witness and especially the belief that God. thro

+hp -redemption of his people*

his Holy Spirit, is ever active for the redemp

tv— —a Hardie retired from Korea in 1935 »fter



missionary service extending through forty-five years. No

better tribute can be paid them than that expressed in the

resolution passed by the Executive of the Christian Literature

Society he had served so well. "Length of service m itself

may not mean much, but when it is coupled with a flaming zeal

for evangelism, and with social graces ana kindly hearts, we

<3+and in admiration "before so extended and successful a

missionary service." They retired to the United States where

“ey pSSed Iheir closing years "peacefully, enjoying the

companionship of family and friends." Dr. Hardie died at

Lansing, Michigan on June 30, 194-9» three years after the

death of his wife.
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How
A few seedlings

By Dorothy Warner Trebilcock
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

It begins with a faded clipping from a
Toronto newspaper. The caption reads;

‘‘Apple trees from Toronto basis of Ko-
rean industry" and the article concerns
the fact that almost 100 years ago, Dr.
Robert Hardie wrote to his brother, a
Toronto dentist, asking that he send some
apple seedlings to him. It was not an
unusual request — except that Robert was
in Korea.

“It is a far cry from Toronto to Korea,"
die report pointed out, “and it is doubtful
if citizens of the Queen City even suspect
that their home town was directly respon-
sible for a now-flourishing and fertile

industry in that far-off Japanese province
— namely, the apple-growing trade."

Raised on a farm

The brothers had been raised on a farm
in Haldimand County, Ont. and after com-
pleting his elementary and secondary
education in Caledonia, Robert taught
school and later attended the Medical Col-
lege of Toronto University.

In 1887, while in his second year of
medical school, he attended a meeting in

the basement of a Toronto church and it

was there he learned of the need for
medical missionaries in Korea.
When he graduated in the spring of

1890, he was selected by the Toronto
University YMCA to represent their
organization in Korea.

He and his wife and baby, Eva, arrived
in Chemulpo (now called Inchon) in the
fall of that year.

After temporary assignments in Seoul
and Pusan where Dr. Hardie was the Port
Examiner, the Hardies moved to Wonsan
which is now in North Korea. (There was
no North or South in those days, of
course.)

It was at about this time that Robert
sent back to Canada for the apple see-
dlings. Perhaps he thought of apple blos-
soms at home. Or maybe he longed for
the tangy taste of an apple.

Apparently he felt that apples might be
a good agricultural product for Korea and
according to historical records, it was
shortly after his arrival in Wonsan that
the first apple trees were planted there.

Dr. Hardie was my grandfather and my
mother was born in Toronto on the
Hardie's first furlough home to Canada r
1896.

- Recently I made plans to visit Korea for
the third time to "retrace family steps"
aiid I thought that an update on the apple

sent by a Canadian missionaiy a century ago grew into a thriving industry
industry in Korea would be of interest to Then they commandeered an official- Switzerland! como t , .

me as well as to Toronto readers. looking wagon and off we went to a sleek, Chief production areas are south and tion vnu ackwlI for v™

industry in Korea would be of interest to

me as well as to Toronto readers.
To begin with, I telephoned the Depart-

ment of Agricultural and Fishery Market-
ing Corporation in Seoul and was trans-
ferred to a Mr. Yoon. It sounded as
though he had a good working knowledge
of English and with my “survival” Ko-
rean, I thought we would get along very
well.

The next afternoon found me flying (as

only taxis in Seoul can fly) toward the

Kukje Building in Yongsan District. I felt

fairly confident that we would reach our
destination. Not so.

After a time the dnver stopped and
went into a police depot. When some mo-
ments had passed and he didn't return, I

got out to see what was happening. There
appeared to be a heated conversation tak-

ing place resulting in the dismissal of the

taxi driver and the apparent appointment
of two officers to take me to my destina-

tion.

Never before have I enjoyed such an es-

cort! Flanked by a policeman in full rega-

lia on each side, we crossed an incredibly

busy intersection with only a blast of their

whistles to stop the traffic.

Then they commandeered an official-

looking wagon and off we went to a sleek,

modem office building — the Kukje
Building, I reasoned, because they mo-
tioned for me to get out.

This, however, was not the end of their

assignment. The two men marched into

the lobby, found the elevator we needed
and delivered me quite literally to the of-

fice and to the very desk of Mr. Yoon.
I learned that there is now a flourishing

apple industry in Korea with approxi-

mately 600,000 metric tons of apples

being produced annually. About 18,000

metnc tons are exported each year. The
Fuji variety is gaining great popularity,

particularly in Southeast Asia, and pack-
ing methods are made to order with a

buyer's request.

Each apple is wrapped with a net and
put into a box for protection. Twenty- and
forty-foot refrigeration containers are
used for sea transportation.

Other varieties of apples grown in

Korea are the Golden Delicious, Star
Crimson, Stokling, Indo, Uri and Chook.
About 10,000 tons of apple juice and
apple nectar are produced each year. All

of this in a country about twice the size of

Switzerland!

Chief production areas are south and
east of Seoul and include the provinces of
Bonghwa, Yungpung, Yechon, Andong
and Uisdung and in Yungchun province
south of Taegu,

I left the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries feeling that the meeting had
been a complete success and that I had
obtained a great deal of information and
pictures to use for the article. The men
had been most co-operative and I had
learned a great deal about the growth of
the apple industry since that beginning in

Wonsan so long ago.

That afternoon when I returned to the
guest house where I was staying in Seoul,
I received a call. A rather terse voice said,

“Hello. This is Mr. Yoon. Where were you
this afternoon?"

To say that I was completely astounded
is an understatement in both the Korean
and English languages. "But I was there,"
I said. "We did have have an interview!" I

knew that I had been at the Kukje Build-
ing that afternoon. But who was this man
and/or who was the man I met with?

"Well, I do not know who you talked

to,” he said. "But if you would like to

MARKETING OFFICIALS: Seok-Hwang Yoon, at left with a,n associate, helped writer Warner- Trebilcock as she
traced the astonishing results of a few seedlings sent by her grandfather a century ago.

come tomorrow, I will have the informa-
tion you asked for. You know, Yoon is a :

very common name in Korea. But still. I

do not see how this could happen," he
added, only vaguely hinting that I must be- J
a complete idiot. 1 certainly felt like one! : >
The next afternoon (unaccompanied) I'

**

found my way to the very same office in.

the Kukje Building. A man stepped for-;
~

ward, hand outstretched. "I think you'
must be Mrs. Dorothy," he said. Close
enough, I thought.

"f am Mr. Yoon," he said carefully.
"Please sit down." Then we went through
the same information about Grandfather
and I reviewed some of the information I

had already acquired He listened, nod-
ding from time to time and then we
launched into some further details to fll!

out my knowledge of apples in Korea.
We were joined by Joh Young-Kyun,

Director General of the Overseas Trading
Department and he presented an over-
view of the export picture. It seems that
Korean apples are shipped to Europe, the

United States, various markets in Asia,

"and yes,” Mr. Joh said, “we are begin-

ning to develop some markets in Cana-
da." he added, smiling broadly.

"I am sure my grandfather would be
very happy to know all of this," I told him
and we ended the meeting on a note of
complete cordiality.

There was a final call from the second
Mr. Yoon a day or so before I left Seoul.

"I have learned." he said, "that there are

about 176,000 apple orchards in Korea,
some of them combined with the produc-
tion of other fruits." He hesitated and
then he took a deep breath and said, "I

have also learned the name of the first

apple farmer. He lived in the Wonsan area

in 1892."

Amazement

"That fits my information exactly,” I

said, somewhat amazed that the name of

an apple farmer would have been preserv-

ed for almost a century “and I certainly

do thank you for all your research!"

“Well,” he said, with only a hint of

humor in his voice, "the name of this first

farmer was Yoon!”
"But of course,” I said. Then we laugh-

ed together.

We said goodbye then — I, with very

good memories of this experience in

international journalism. I am, of course,

happy to report that the apple industry is

alive p- H well and continuing to develop

from the time a young missionary with

apparent foresight sent back home to

Canada for apple seedlings.


