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Dr. Clelaiicl B. McAfee Died February 4;
•*

Gave Life of Christian Service to Many
Dr. Cleland B. McAfee, the fourth son of

John Armstrong McAfee, founder and first

president of Park College, passed away unex*

pectedly in an Asheville, North Carolina, hos-

pital Feb. 4, *1944. Death followed a heart

Dt. Cleland B. McAfee

attack. Dr. McAfee graduated from Park Col-

lege in 1884 and later became a member of

the faculty from 1888 to 1901. Dr. McAfee

was Moderator of the General Assembly, Pres-

byterian Church, U.S.A., in 1929. He has been

pastor of the Forty-First Street Presbyterian

Church and the Lafayette Presbyterian

Church, Brooklyn. As a young man he was

pastor of the Parkville Presbyterian Church.

He was Professor of Systematic Theology at

McCormick Seminary from 1912-1930. He

was secretary emeritus of the Presbyterian

Board of Foreign Missions and was widely

known as the author of many books on reli-

gious themes, and he is listed in Who*s ff'ho

in America. He is survived by his wife, Mrs.

Cleland B. McAfee (Harriet Brown, ’88), and
three daughters, Captain Mildred McAfee,
commander of the Waves; Mrs. Albert G.

Parker, wife of the president of Hanover Col-

lege, Hanover, Indiana; and Mrs. George W.
Brown whose husband is pastor of the Pres-

byterian church in Binghamton, New York.

We take the liberty to quote frpm the

book entitled A Midwest Adventure in. Educa-

tion written by J. E. McAfee, ’89:

“Referring to the fall of 1888 Profes-

sor Edward Fitch, until the summer of

1889 a member of the faculty at Park and
now emeritus professor at Hamilton,

writes in his Park reminiscences: ‘Clel-

and . . . made a beginning of preaching

and teaching at Park. He carried a heavy

load admirably, showed great capacity

for work, was versatile as a thinker and

speaker, was musical and trained the

choir, and in general gave promise of the

large usefulness that has marked his ca-

reer.’ . During the decade following his

father’s death, he was the outstanding in-

tellectual influence on the Park campus,

and contributed very largely, through his

command of music and his intelligent in-

terest in art and literature, to the aesthet-

ic and general cultural life of the institu-

tion. Since he held a professorship in the

college, he was more closely identified

with the scholastic life than were any of

the others except, of course, the eldest

son who later became president. His fa-

cility as a public speaker led to his carry-

ing large responsibility for extramural

representation of the college. He was in

demand for addresses at conventions and

various public functions abroad. This

fourth son left the service of the college

in 1901 to enter upon an outstanding ca-

reer as pastor, preacher, theological pro-

fessor, and church administrator.”
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U.S. Army was promoted on December 21,

1943, from a First Lieutenant to a Captain.

Captain Stanton and Rosalie (Taylor) Stan-

ton, *39, are the parents of a son, John Lea,

born to them on January 3, 1944, at the Sta-

tion Hospital, Fort Lewis, Washington. Rosa-

lie’s address is 1336 East Bay Drive, Olympia,

Washington.

John W. McPheeters, Jr., ’38, is now pas-

tor of the First Presbyterian Church in Farm-
ington, Illinois. The Rev. and Mrs. McPhee-
ters have a new son, Charles William, born

on October 25, 1943.

The Rev. Merle S. Irwin, ’39, writes us

to let us know that he has been pastor of the

New Castle Presbyterian Church, New Castle,

Delaware, for the past two and a half years,

though he just completed his seminary train-

ing at Princeton last May. Merle says, “I am
delighted with old New Castle here on the

Delaware, (my church was built in 1703!),

but am ready to take up a floating congrega-

tion within the next few weeks as a chaplain

in the USNR.” Merle and Miss Virginia

Bowlby, of East Orange, N. J. (and Wilson

College, Pennsylvania) have just announced
their engagement. He writes that he saw Lt.

David Weaver, ’38, in New York the other

day— just back from Sicily with the Dis-

tinguished Flying Cross among other decora-

tions, and his fiancee, Mildred Reed, ex-’40,

who are also planning to be married soon.

Mr. Irwin has also seen Robert L. Clark, ’37,

and Ella May Eskridge Clark, ’38; Dr. C. D.

Myers and family, who live near New Castle;

Dan Thomas, ’41, finishing his final year at

Princeton and anticipating the Chaplain corps

before long; and Arabella Fry, ’40, who is

in charge of a State Delinquent home in

Wilmington.

Perry Sullenberger, ’39, received his M.D.
degree from Northwestern University Medi-

cal School on November 15, 1943. On Novem-
ber 20, he was married to Miss Beverly Gall,

of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The couple

spent their honeymoon in Guatemala, C. A.

Dr. Sullenberger is now serving his intern-

ship at Wesley Memorial Hospital in Chicago.

Their present address is 444 St. James Place,

Chicago, Illinois.

A. Douglas McLaren, ’39, writes us that

respect between the two groups. There were

separate religious services but joint lecture

courses, sacred and secular music concerts,

and recreational activities. One of my most

vivid memory pictures of last summer is of a

Protestant man and woman in shorts having

a rousing game of deck tennis with two nuns
in full habit. It happened every day. The Irish

Presbyterian was head of our self-government

organization and was most proficient at both

Bible teaching and contract bridge! I was per-

mitted to rent a piano for my own use and
took lessons from a Catholic sister who was a

good teacher and a good friend. So now that

I am supposed to be recuperating from my
enforced vacation and visiting my family I’m

making “resting” interesting by taking some
music courses at Park. In April, I start out

speaking for the Presbyterian Board at the

Indiana Presbyterials. I’d rather not talk

about Japan these days, for I love Japan, and
the Japanese I know, as much as ever and am
heartsick over the tragic horrors into which
her military clique has dragged her.

Sincerely yours,

Helen M. Palmer
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Helen Palmer, ’19, Describes
Recent Experiences in Japan
Dear Friends:

I am grateful to the Alumniad for this op-
portunity to assure you tliat Parkville and
Park College are much pleasanter places to be
than even the best of Japanese Interment
camps!

As most of you know for approximately
the fipt year of the war I was interned in my
own home on tlie campus of Wilmina Girls’
bchool, Osaka, where I had been teaching for
twenty years and the second year, up to the
time of the second exchange ships at Eastern
Lodge Internment Camp in Kobe, Japan.

My internment experiences were so much
happier than those of others that I almost hes-
itate to tell of them; but there are enough au-
th^tic stories of real hardships and injustice
suhered by Americans that it will do no harm
to put one of a dilferent nature on the record
In our camp there were forty-eight people.
Internment rules were rigidly enforced but
without unkindness or injustice. We went out
lor shopping or hiking only under police es-
cort (plain clothes men) and we were allowed

^
see our Japanese friends only very rarely.

Practically all of our group were missionar-
ies, about half Catholic nuns (mostly British),
the other half predominately British Presby-
terians who took us two stray American Pres-
b^erians most cordially into their very fine
Christian fellowship. I called it the first Ca-
thohe-Presbyterian Convent in history! Six of
the Protestant “Sisters” had husbands! There
was very sympathetic cooneratinn and mutual
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To the Rotirod Missionaries

Dear Friendsj

Many of you have heard of the death in Asheville, North Carolina, on February^!; of

Dr# MoAfee# Friends around the world have rejoiced in and p;ivon thanks for his un*

failing inspiration and help through the years, and will miss him# The following

beautiful tribute by his daughter Katherine (Mrs# A* G. Parker, Jr#) was in the

calendar of the First Church of Asheville on February 13# and is shared with you who

are among his friends*

“Ho had no fear of death.

For life to him was life that knows no endt

Some years on earth—
Then on to further service

With his Lord#

“He had no fear for us who stay on earth

j

He know that near the heart of God

There would be comfort, joy, and peace#

And, too, he knew that wo—
His family.

His boys who preach the virord,

His friends of every race ond ago and clime

Would go on working
At the task he loved
Far more than life itself#

The task of helping build on earth

The Kingdom of our God#**

The Board at its meeting on February 21 moved forward in faith, approving the details

of the Reinforcement List for 19hh^h5» The total list includes sixty places twenty

for the various missions in Latin ihnerica, six for West Africa, the balance for t e

missions in Asia. With the young people appointed this month the present year s re-

info roemants total U9. and further appointments for West Africa will he made at the

March meeting, bringing the total for this year well toward sixty.

This will be our only letter to you before the close of the fiscal year. We all

roioioo in the fact that gifts to the Board show an encouraging increase over the same

period last year, making possible the much needed reinforcements. We covet your

prayers that the year may close with a large increase so that the Board may continue

to mov3 ahead# n .

Vory/sinc eroly^jOurs

,

Herrick B#\Youn^
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To the Furloughed and Retired Mission&ries of

Korea, Japan, Philippines and Thailand

Dear Friendst

Doubtless you have seen the notice of the death of Br# Cleland B*

McAfee, but just to keep the records clear and to make certain that each of you

has had the word, I am giving you a few facts with regard to his passing.

Dr. McAfee had been ill since January 2?th and had undergone a

serious operation at the hospital in Asheville, North Carolina. This operation

was of such a serious nature that the family had been summoned. He had seemingly

rallied, however, and the reports were encouraging as to his condition. He died

on Friday night, February I^th at 7iB5 and the immediate cause, as given by

the doctors, was a heart attack.

I need not try to elaborate in this letter on what Dr. McAfee has

meant to the Church as a whole and to the Foreign Mission cause in particular,

nor can I give adequate expression as to whet he has meant to each of us

individually. He had the pastoral heart and carried this into his every service.

This was manifest in his relationships here in the Board rooms end he was a great

blessing to the members of the Executive and Clerical Staffs.

Dr. McAfee had made himself part of the community at Asheville and

one of the local papers had the following editorial:

"Ashevillians of all classes and denominations had long since

come to accept Dr. Cleland Boyd MoAfee as an honorary citizen and a

minis tor-^at-la rge to the whole community. He was, to bo sure, just

a winter visitor and the advancing years restricted his activities.

But his warm personality, his intellectual and spiritual endowments,

his unusual powers as a speaker and his unresting interest in folks

and events made him a familiar and beloved figure in the winter life

of the city.

**Dr. McAfee was one of the truly distinguished spiritual leaders

of his generation. A profound scholar, an eloquent speaker, a man w^ith

extraordinary gifts for friendship, he achieved an oninonoo which

overspread the nation. Thousands of Americans in all parts of the

land will mourn his passing.

**But nowhere will he be missed more genuinely than in Asheville.

Here he had sunk some of the roots of his life. Here he had frionds

and well-wishers numbered in the hundreds.

he

AFc£
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**The feoling of loss at tho Citiz on-Times will b© particularly
keen for h© was so gracious in his dealings with the reporters, so

generous in his praise of our newspapers* Each spring before he and

Mrsm McAfee loft for the North, he would call by our offices to say

goodbye and to express his appreciation of the consideration shown
him by the reporters* Wo were, of course, the debtors but he made
us feel that he owed us something* The modest and grateful attitude
which he assumed in his dealings with the Asheville papers was in
character with tho unassuming greatness of tho man***

Mr* Steele went down to represent the Board at tho funeral, which
was held on Monday, February 7th, in Asheville* Tho Board will be holding a

Memorial Service at its next meeting and a Memorial Minute will be prepared*

This will be sent to you later and a formal statement will be made by the Board
in its next General Letter*

Sincerely yours.

J* L* Hooper


