
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

EVA FIELD PIETERS, M. D.





Dr. Field arrived in Seoul on a beautiful October

day in 1897, nearly 35 years ago. For years she had

planned to give her life to work on a Mission Field ;

and mind, heart and hands had been highly trained

for usefulness.

We realize that her gifts were beyond those of

many of us, and she was prepared to serve humanity

in many ways. In the old days at Kurikai, in “Cha
Jung Won” (the Royal Korean Hospital) she began

during her first summer to do some work for the

patients who came to the Dispensary.

In November 1898, her work began to be regular

in the Women’s Wards. The first patients sent to us

were two pupils from the Mission School at Yun Mot
Kol, who had Scarlet Fever. They were put into

small rooms near our temporary home and the Wo-
men’s Wards. Two older school-girls volunteered to

help in the nursing care. One patient died. Several

years ago, at Easter-time, in one of the Seoul church-

es, a woman spoke to Mrs. Pieters asking if she were

not “Pil We Sa” who had so long ago taken care of

two sick school-girls. This woman who had brought

her children up to school, was the patient who had

recovered.
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Dr. Eva Field and Rev. A. A. Pieters were mar-

ried in 1908. Their two sons were born in Seoul.

The family lived in Chairyung, 1913 to 1921 ; in

Syenchun, 1922 to 1926.

Mr. and Mrs. Pieters, on returning from furlough

in 1927, were assigned to Seoul. Mrs. Pieters’ time

was fully occupied :— in home-making
; teaching

in Medical School ; giving assistance to her husband

in the editing and preparing the manuscript of

Dr. Gale’s Korean-English Dictionary, and in proof-

reading and publishing that volume ; Child Welfare

and Public Health work ; translation; and teaching in

Bible Classes
;
her skill in music and work on the

Korean hymn-book,.. time fails to tell of her

accomplishments during the years.

We thank God for the privilege of knowing her

and receiving her friendship, hospitality and loving

comradeship during all the years of opportunity ; and

for her ministry to thousands who have been blessed

by her, as she, in her Savior’s name and in His

strength gave such help as they were in need of,

to souls and bodies.
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We are so glad that Mrs. Pieters had the joy of

assisting in the wonderful Women’s Class at Chai

Ryung this Spring. It seemed like a crowning ex-

perience for her. She wrote of the eleven hundred

and eleven women gathered in from all over Whiing-

hai Province

‘

‘It was cei tainly an inspiring sight to

see that crowd of women. Especially was I impress-

ed when, at the call to bow in prayer, the thousand

and more white-turbanned heads all bowed reverent-

ly while some one led them.”

In the summer of 1897 I had the privilege of

knowing Dr. Field for a short time and visiting in

her home in Des Moines, Iowa, from where we both

started out on our first journey to Korea. We were

closely associated during those early days especially,

and since her return to Seoul ; and it is with a sense

of deep personal loss of a very dear and loyal friend

that I write these wTords of appreciation of her life

and work.
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One stanza from “A Symphony” by
Eva Rose York seems to be a fitting quotation here :

“I Shall Not Pass This Way Again”
“ I love the beauty of the scene.

Would roam again o’er fields so green

;

But since I may not, let me spend

My strength for others to the end,—
For those who tread on rock and stone,

And bear their burdens all alone,

Who loiter not in leafy bowers.

Nor hear the birds nor pluck the flowers.

A larger kindness give to me,

A deeper love and sympathy

:

Then O, one day may some one say

—

Remembering a lessened pain

—

“ ‘Would she could pass this way again.’
”

Eva Field Pieters departed this life

on July 20th, 1932, at Seoul, Korea.

To those whom she held dearest her husband

and sons; and to her sister and other relatives, we
extend our deep sympathy in the loss of her earthly

presence, in which bereavement we share.

Our blessed hope is in the Resurrection and that

Life Eternal where we shall be gathered together in

the presence of our Lord.

September 21, 1932 Esther L. Shields






