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UBS board elects first woman chair

READING, England — The first meeting of the
new UBS Global Board, which took place at

the Fellowship's World Service Center, in

Reading, in May, has elected Sally Shoemaker
Robinson as its Chairman - the first time a

woman has held the position. Mrs Robinson,

69, also chairs the board of the American
Bible Society (ABS).

An ABS trustee since 1988, Mrs Robinson has been
chairman of the ABS board since 1996. Earlier in

her career she served for 12 years with the United

Presbyterian Church as a missionary in Korea. From 1984 until 1998 she

was Director of Episcopal Social Ministries, a community outreach

program based in Baltimore, Maryland. She is currently a Lay Associate at

Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church in Baltimore.

UBS 'privileged'

Commenting on the appointment, the Rev
Fergus Macdonald, General Secretary of the

UBS, said,"Sally Shoemaker Robinson is an

outstanding Christian leader whom UBS is very

privileged to have as chair of the new Global

Board."

The board elected Neil Crosbie, Chief Executive of the British and Foreign

Bible Society , as Vice Chairman. Mr Crosbie was a member of the

forerunner of the Global Board, the UBS Executive Committee (UBSEC).

The members of UBSEC held their final meeting at the World Service

Center on May 22. At a farewell dinner Mr Macdonald presented each
member with a certificate and gift commemorating their service. The
General Secretary was among several members who paid warm tributes

to Dr Eugene Habecker, President and Chief Executive Officer of the ABS,
for his five years as chairman of UBSEC.

UBSEC members who gave their recollections at the dinner included the

Rev Thomas Nlandu Mukoko, General Secretary of the Bible Society of

D.R. Congo . After 24 years as General Secretary and 21 years on UBSEC,
he has now retired from both positions.

Dr Mary M Khimulu, a board member of the Bible Society of Kenya ,

recalled having served on the UBS General Committee, the predecessor of

UBSEC. At the time of her nomination in 1987, she was the youngest
member and also the only woman serving on it. In common with five

other members of UBSEC, she is continuing in service as a member of the

UBS Global Board.

The implementation of the Global Board is one of a set of major changes
to the UBS governance structure which have been in preparation for two
years. They were formally adopted by delegates at the UBS World

Assembly in South Africa last October.

"The first meeting
of the Global Board
is the final step in

establishing a new
governance system

for the UBS"
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Repairers of the Breach http://www.ptm.org/97PT/SepOct/RepairBreachl i

On day one, I was disappointed. Not much form or structure, a few tentative thoughts

shared. On day two, we got as far as learning first names and nationality. On day three,

things were better — we actually began to talk and share insights on the Bible study.

By day four, we were engaged and listening. By day five, we had become a family.

On the last day, as we exchanged addresses, we pledged to pray for one another daily,

maybe forever. With our Bibles open to the Word, we were strangers no longer.

I have talked with counselors and mediators about this phenomenon, and all agree that

a shared experience and at least one shared understanding can be the beginning of

reconciliation in a troubled relationship. It is my experience that the most powerful of

shared understandings takes place when we come together around our sacred text, the

Bible.

Why should that be surprising? Jesus, in our Christian Scriptures, promised that when
two or three are gathered "in his name," he would be there in the midst of us. That

promise is echoed over and over in the Hebrew Scriptures as well. So we may gather

in interfaith groups across all boundaries that divide us and learn to be "repairers."

Imagine what would happen in this nation if every faith community decided to reach

out to another unlike itself and gather to study God's Word.

When we undertake such a thing, we need to remember some ground_rales: God does

not love "me" or "my way" better than "you" or "your way."((jod Has no favorites.^We

each have the same birthright as God's own children. And so, too, we need to accept

that "rightness" and "wrongness" may look very different to others — and no one of us

can be sure God thinks we are right! That allows for a wonderful openness of hearts to

the spirit. We might learn something entirely new.

What we have agreed to do is to struggle to discern God's Word as it might have been

understood by the first hearers, and to try to discern God's Word for us now. In so

doing, God is with us, and by God's grace, we discover we have become truly

"repairers of the breach" and "builders and repairers of ruined streets."

Sally Shoemaker Robinson is chairman ofthe board ofthe American Bible Society.
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