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Theresa Elizabeth Lange Ludlow : An Appreciation

Grace Kilborne Kerr

Tneresa Elizabeth Lange Ludlow, R. N.

THINK OF Tracy Ludlow is to think

I

* of Life,—pulsing, active, colorful, un-

C;B selfish life, lived to the full. Death

tfJfS could not hold her; it has robbed us

of her presence here, but it has not stopped

her living. We know that she is alive and

gloriously occupied in that other sphere.

While there is comfort in that thought, still

we would fain have kept her with us many
years longer. Just to know that she was on

the other side of the city or even on the other

side of an ocean made one feel better.

She was born in Cleveland on May, 11, 1877

and died in the same city on Nov. &?,' 1938,

having spent a period of twenty- six years

in Korea, out of which came three separate

furloughs in America. She received her

training as a nurse at the Margaret Fahnstock

Training School for Nurses of the New York

Post-graduate Hospital, with special work in

Sloane Maternity Hospital; did private nurs-

ing in Cleveland for two years, and in Decem-
ber, 1911, was married to Dr. Alfred Irving

Ludlow with whom she came out to Korea as

a missionary under the Northern Presbyterian

Board, in January, 1912. Practically all her

time in Korea she lived in the city of Seoul.

Her work in connection with Severance

Hospital of that city varied widely during the

years, according to its particular needs. She

was supervising housekeeper of the College

Building when it was new, and had charge of

redecorating it later, using paint of bright,

gay colors, which was quite an innovation.

At one time she was supervisor of the

Children’s Department of the hospital, this

including the preparation of all the special

baby feedings. Baby clinic work always made

a special appeal to her interest and devotion.



She was an active member of the Nurses’

Association and was a leader in the movement

to have the foreign nurses pass examinations

and be registered under Japanese law, and

was Editor-in-Chief of the first number of the

Bulletin for Nurses in Korea. Also, at one

time she taught dietetics in the Severance

Nurses’ School.

Many were the groups and individuals

among doctors, students and nurses to whom
she taught English. She nursed and assisted

in many emergency cases, especially among

Occidentals, both in the city of Seoul and

also on certain calls to country places. She

went once to the American Mines to care for

a fractured skull case which had resulted from

an automobile accident on the very road over

which she had to travel, in its icy glare of

danger, to reach the patient.

During the World War, she and Dr. Ludlow

put in some very strenuous months in Siberia,

working under the American Red Cross. She

carried heavy responsibility for relief and re-

habilitation work on the outskirts of the city

when the River Han outdid itself in the flood

of 1925.

She took great joy in being one of those

who held a medical clinic for Korean women
who come in each year from the country for

the big Spring Bible Class. She always had

some good stories to tell of funny happenings

at these clinics.

Tracy Ludlow had a gift for creating and

turning phrases in the English language in

such a way as to attract one’s attention and

make the subject matter irresistibly interest-

ing. This showed itself in her personal re-

ports at Station Meeting, to which we all

looked forward as a treat, and in the articles

she wrote for Women and Missions, as well as

in her letters. This same talent showed up in

her speeches, and made her much in demand
in the churches in America. In fact, it was
while she was in the midst of a very heavy

schedule of such speaking dates that she was
suddenly called to the other world.

The small Korean church at Kuyongsan
came in for a lot of her attention over a long

period of years. She and Dr. Ludlow were

faithful attendants at the Sunday morning

services, and helped the church in untold

ways. Mrs. Ludlow had an English Bible

class there for a long time.

The work to which she gave herself without

reserve during the last months in Korea was
that of the Settlement which the two daught-

ers of Dr. Koh opened up in a small village

west of Seoul. A memorial fund to Mrs.

Ludlow is being contemplated for the benefit

of this fine piece of work.

One might gather from these suggestions of

some of the types of work in which she was
engaged that she could have had no time left

for her home. On the contrary, however, her

home was her pride and joy, beautiful in the

eyes of all who came. She and Dr. Ludlow
used it for others in a most generous way,

keeping open house at all hours on all days

and nights to whomsoever might come. It

mattered not what one’s request or need, or

whether one came for a day or a year, the

hospitality of the Ludlow home was proverbi-

ally unlimited. She and her husband took in

Occidental patients before and after opera-

tions, and even turned a portion of their house

into an isolation ward for a small American

boy, when there was, as yet, no such building

at Severance. They took care of him night

and day as if he were their own. People who

go to such lengths in loving kindness are not

met wtih too often.



Mrs. Ludlow entertained in her home an

almost continuous stream of guests of many
nationalities, from country places in Korea,

from all over the Orient, and from many parts

of the world. It was one of her delights

to take tourists or other acquaintances or

friends on shopping expeditions, poking

around in curio shops and second-hand stores,

chatting with her friends, the owners of these

shops, concerning the relative merits of this

and that treasure. One of her hobbies was

old Korean charms,—and a most charming

collection of them she did have. No one could

ever estimate the amount of buying of a more

serious nature that she did for friends located

in towns more remote from the source of

supplies. She was a wonderful neighbor,

whether one lived next door to her, or miles

away.

She was an active member of the Seoul

Music Club, and was the first president of the

Seoul Women’s Club, always remaining a

hard-working member of the latter.

Her personality was a delightful combina-

tion of good nature, good humor and good

sense. Her originality was evident in all that

she did, from nicknaming her friends and

specially loved articles, to cleverness in ad-

apting Oriental materials, food stuffs and

other products to Occidental uses. Her relish

for a good story was second only to her abili-

ty to tell one herself. Her spontaneity and

enthusiasm went hand in hand, and fortunate

were the many causes that enlisted her in-

terest, for to her, to be interested meant
always to help.

To try to do justice to all the different types

of work into which she threw herself would
be quite impossible, for they were legion. To
give any adequate idea of how she endeared
herself to those about her, including her
servants who stayed with her for long periods

of years, would equally be beyond the power
of written words. She had a most disarming
way of meeting one’s attempted expression of

gratitude by saying lightly, “Why, that’s

nothing. I’d do as much for any stranger!”

And after ihe laugh was over, one realized

that in very truth she would almost literally

do as much for any stranger in need as for

one of her closest, life-long friends.

Without any children of their own, she and
Dr. Ludlow adopted informally the children

of so many others that one marvelled that

they could take such an individualized interest

in such a number of different ones. But many
are those who look back to the treats and the

gifts and other lovely expressions of affection

which Dr. and Mrs. Ludlow gave them when
they were children. In respect to the making
of garments for others, large or small, she

was veritably a second Dorcas.

Her love for Korea wras great, with no
racial discrimination in her heart. Her love

for her Master was greater. It is easy to

imagine what her love for Heaven must be,

and to picture the enthusiasm with which
she is throwing herself, heart and soul, into

activities that we know not of, over yonder.



IN MEMORIAM

Theresa Elizabeth Lange Ludlow

After her return to Cleveland on June 18, 1938, Mrs. Ludlow was in
excellent health until September 18th, when she had an onset of a severe cold.

She entered the University Hospital for a few days and while there had a complete
physical examination. An electro-cardiogram taken at that time showed no apparent
heart trouble.

Early in October she received an invitation to speak to the Women*

s

Presbyterial
,

at the Glenville Presbyterian Church of Cleveland. This was
followed by similar meetings at Ashtabula on October 11th, and at Seville on
October 13th.

Evidently her message made a good impression for invitations came from
many societies in Cleveland and the vicinity. On November 2nd, Dr. Ludlow
accompanied her to Columbus, Ohio, for a meeting at the Crestview Presbyterian
Church. She spoke to Miss Tyler's class of girls at the Church of the Covenant,
Sunday morning, November 13th, then joined Dr. Ludlow at Calvary Presbyterian
Church just in time for a splendid sermon by Mr. McCormick who spoke on facing
the hard things in life. Sunday evening Dr. and Mrs. Ludlow went to the Bay
Village Presbyterian Church, ten miles from Cleveland where she gave an address
at the annual Thank Offering Service.

Tuesday morning, November 15, her sister Mrs. E. W. Herwig went with
her to the Eairmount Presbyterian Church on Cleveland Heights. She had just
finished her talk to the Women’s Missionary Society when she felt tired and
went to an adjoining room to rest for a while before lunch. As she entered the
room she fell unconscious. Mrs. Ralph Elliott, the wife of Dr. Elliott, a.

former partner of Dr. .judlow, happened to go into the room and found Mrs. Ludlow
in this serious condition. Mrs. Elliott sent for her husband who came in a
short time and rendered immediate aid. Dr. Ludlow who had gone to a similar
meeting at the Calvary Presbyterian Church was summoned. By the time he arrived
she had regained consciousness but was suffering severe pain in both her arms and
chest.

An ambulance was ordered and she was taken to the University (Lakeside)
Hospital. The resident physician, Dr. Longely, took her blood pressure and an
electro-cardiogram which confirmed the diagnosis of coronary thrombosis. In
spite of every possible effort of Drs, Shibley and Eeil she passed away within
forty-eight hours. Dr. Ludlow wa.s with her when she passed on without a
struggle, Tuesday, November 17th, at 11:45 A.M.

The funeral service wa.s held at the DeVand Funeral Home on Euclid
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, on Saturday afternoon, November 19th, at t^o-thirty
o 'clock.

Her pastor, Dr. Adelbert P. Higley of Calvary Presbyterian Church,
Cleveland, Ohio, and Dr. Philip Smead Bird, pastor of the Church of the Covenant,
conducted the simple service.



Dr. Higley read, the following Opening Sentences:
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath "bestowed

upon us that we should he called the children of God. Now
are we the children of God and it doth not yet appear what
we shall he, hut we know that when He shall appear we shall
he like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is

pure.

"

"I am the resurrection and the life; he that believe th
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever
liveth and believe th in me shall never die,"

Then he offered the Invocation.
"Our Father in heaven, whose love is infinite and in whose

will is our peace; he pleased to look down upon our sorrow,
and enable us to hear Thy holy Word, that through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures we may have hope.
And grant us the consolation of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may
he raised above the shadows of mortality into the light of
Thy countenance and the joy of Thy presence, through Him who
died and rose again and ever liveth with Thee, even Jesus
Christ our Lord,"

Dr. Higley led the friends present in the Lord's Prayer at the conclusion of his
Invocation, then Mrs. Hath Davis Fuller sang two verses of Whittier's hymn?

"I know not what the future hath
Of m carvel or surprise,

Assured alone that life and death
His mercy underlies.

And so beside the silent sea

I wait the muffled oar;

Ho harm from Him can come to me

On ocean or on shore.

"I know not where His islands lift
Their fronded palms in air;

I only know I cannot drift
Beyond His love and care.

And Thou, 0 Lord, by whom are seen

Thy creatures as they he.

Forgive me if too close I lean
My human heart on Thee."

For the Scripture lesson Dr. Higley -read the following passages:

Psalm 46
Psalm 23
John 14: 1-3
Romans 8

Revelations: 21
I Corinthians 15
St, John 14
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Dr. Higley spoke of Mrs. Ludlow's life and character as follows:

Sixty years is not the allotted span of life, hut it is not the years

that count, hut the value that is given to time in service and creative happiness.

Theresa Elizabeth Ludlow did not have a long life, hut her threescore

years were filled with activity and service. She graduated from the Post Graduate

Hospital for Nurses in New York City and on December 7th, 1911 married Dr. Alfred

Irving Ludlow. Pour days later they left America for service on the foreign
field where, with unusual sympathy, understanding, and the happy faculty of making

friends and winning the confidence of those about her, she labored until the 5th

of March, 1938. Dr. Ludlow’s position in the Severance Hospital in Seoul, Korea,
naturally brought her in contact with the sick and suffering. She was the first

foreign nurse to pass the government examination for qualified nursing in Korea.

For a while she served as a graduate nurse in the hospital, but soon relinquished
this work to others and gave herself in voluntary ministry to any who needed her

care. Her hospitality was known far and wide. Travellers and pilgrims, Koreans,
Chinese, Japanese, and many men and women from Britain and America, rested and
were fed under her hospitable roof, and her home became the meeting-place of many
interests, of many minds, and of many people. In this she made a contribution of
rare value, in acquainting people with the life and work of the missionary, and
expressing Christianity in natural understanding hospitality. Outside of the

home, there was the call of social service to the poor, to the lepers, to the

children and to the aged, and to those she went, glad that she had an opportunity
to share her friendship and her resources and her faith with those whom she might
benefit.

During the World War she went with a nursing unit to Siberia, where,
with Dr. Ludlow, she rendered invaluable assistance and, by her mature judgment
and wise influence, guided her younger associates in trying circumstances and
difficult experiences.

Her Christianity was simple and spontaneous as a childfe. The w^rld to

her was full of interest, beauty and opportunity.

She did not have to talk much about her religion because she lived it,
and lived it in a way that gave charm and validity to a life that had drunk at a
fountain of lasting refreshment. So sincere was her spirit, so genuine her
interest, so unaffected her ministry, and so contagious her joy, that old and
young were attracted to her, and from her received understanding and kindness.
Owing to ill health, Dr. and Mrs. Ludlow were compelled to quit their field and
return home to friends and kindred, but this change did not in any way affect her
zeal for the cause to which she had given her life. She had many invitations to
speak of her work and her life's interests, and to all of them she responded with
enthusiasm.

I think I can do no better than to read to you the closing paragraph of
the address she made at the Fairmount Presbyterian Church just before her summons
came. It was, perhaps, the last coherent utterance of her life. It is this:



"Years ago when the Zing reigned in Korea., "before the days of telephone,
telegraph, electricity or radio, they hah a signal fire system throughout the
land. From the far north to the extreme south, from the east to the wefet, just
at dark they "built signal fires on all the hillsides, until the hills around the
capitol would see the fires "burning on all the other hillsides and would light
their fires, until the whole country was ablaze with light. The Zing, sitting
in his palace, would look to the north, the east, the south and the west, and,
seeing the fires alight, would say, "All is well in my Zingdom" , then retire
for the night. Friends, the King of Zorea has been dead these many years. No
longer do the signal fires burn on her hills. But the ZING- OB ZINGS is on His
throne and He looks down on the little country of Zorea, What if the Gospel
fires no longer burn on her hillsides? Your interest and your help and your
prayers will keep that fire burning. We are unable to return to Korea. Will
you not take up the torch and keep these gospel fires lit on her hills, that

all may see, and put down superstition and sin, and worship the Zing of Zings."

?/hen his friend, Edmund Clarence Steadman died, Henry Van Dyke wrote

the verses which seem most appropriate here:

"Oh, quick to feel the lightest touch
Of beauty or of truth,
Rich in the thoughtfulness of age,
The hopefulness of youth,
The courage of the gentle heart,
The wisdom of the pure,
The strength of finely tempered souls
To labor and endure.*

You followed through the quest of life.
The light that shines above
The tumult and the toil of men
And shown us what to love.
Right loyal to the best you knew.
Reality or Dream.

You ran the race, you fought the fight,

A Follower of the Gleam."

Following Dr. Higley f s appreciation of Mrs. Ludlow’s life and character,
Dr. Bird offered the closing prayer and benediction.

PRAYER AT THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF
MRS. ALFRED IRVING LUDLOW, 19 November 1938

****iiiiii*iii

Father of Lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning, we call upon Thee knowing that Thou wilt hear us. Thou art gracious
and righteous and full of loving kindness. We look to Thee for the comfort that

shall make us steady and confident. In joy or pain, light or darkness, let us
feel Thee near. Thou art Infinite and all wise: strong and compassionate. In

Thee do we put our trust for Thou art our Father. Lead us Christward that we

may behold Him who is the Resurrection and the Life.
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We give Thee thanks this afternoon for the life of one whose minis-
tries all along life's way were evidences of her closeness to Him who came that

we might have life and have it more abundantly. We remember her vigorous and

warm faith which told us of that strength whose builders are quietness and

confidence. We can but recall her years of superb service, under the banner of
the Cross, far across the seas - years filled with activity, always inspired by
high-hearted, gallant devotion to a noble life purpose# We remember her quick,
sparkling wit, bringing flashes of sunlight to so many dark places. We think
of her remarkable capacity for entering into the lives and problems of others
and so building friendships that will live on so long as those who have known
and loved her are in touch with her spirit. Upon our minds are written her
clear understanding of the values of life that matter most: her vision of a
new world dominated by the spirit of the Lord of All Good Life: her ready and
eager response to the calls of the day whatever the nature of these demands:
her ability to portray to us all the glory of the cause to which she gave her
last full measure of devotion.

And now, Father, into a life that is fairer than morning and lovelier
than noonday, Thou hast given Thy servant an abundant entrance. Comfort those
whose lives have been tied to hers in bonds of deep and steady devotion and
sustain by Thy Power one who through the years has done so much for his suffering
and needy brethren. Intensify the spirit of consecration of those to whom this
hour brings memories inexpressibly dear. May we all be as she would have us -

thoughtful, helpful, genuine and true.'

We seem to give her back to Thee, 0 God, who gavest her to us. Yet
as Thou didst not lose her in the giving, so we have not lost her by her return.
Lift us up that we may see further: take the veil from our eyes that we may
see more cleanly: draw us closer to Thee that we may know ourselves nearer to

our loved ones who have joined the Choir Invisible, Give us beauty in the inward
soul and may the outward and the inward be as one.

Shine through the darkness of grief, 0 Thou Light of Life. Make
wondrously real the great and precious promises of Thy Word, not only for the
life that now is, but for that which is to come. May we all rejoice in Him who
has brought life and immortality to light and who ever walks with us through
the valley of the shadows. So may we find the peace of God which passe th all
understanding - that peace which the world can neither give nor take away,
through Jesus Christ our Lord# Amen#

- Philip Smead Bird

INTERMENT SERVICE
Lakeview Cemetery

Mrs. Ludlow was laid to rest in the family lot of Mrs. J. E. Prentiss.
The Committal Service was read by Dr. Higley.

"Here we pay the last rites of the living to the departed# In commit-
ting the body to the ground, the dust returns to the earth as it was. The Spirit
has gone to God who gave it. I heard a voice from Heaven saying) "Write,
blessed are the dead who die in the Lord# Yea, saith the spirit, that they may
rest from their labors; and their works do follow them#"
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"Now the laborer’s task is e’er,

Not? the "battle day is past.
Now upon the farther shore

Lands the voyager at last.

Father in Thy gracious keeping,
Leave we now Thy servant sleeping.

"Earth to earth and dust to dust.
Calmly now the words we say.

Left "behind we wait in trust

For the resurrection day.

Father in Thy gracious keeping,
Leave we now Thy servant, sleeping*

(Requiescat - John Sllerton)

The service was concluded with a "brief prayer read "by the Reverend
J. Dayton McCormick, Assistant Minister of Calvary Church:

"0 Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the

resurrection and the life; in whom whosoever helieveth shall live,
though he die; we humbly "beseech Thee to raise us from the death of
sin unto the life of righteousness; that, when we shall depart this

life, we may rest in Him; and at the last may "be found acceptable
in Thy sight, and receive that blessing which Thy Son shall pronounce
to all that love and serve Thee, saying, Come, ye blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the ?/orld* Grant this, we beseech Thee, 0 merciful Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen*"

Dr. Bird pronounced the Senediction.



From Dr. D. B. Avison,

To E. L. Shields.

Severance TJnion Medical College, Seoul, Korea.
September, 1939.

' The Fall work is in full swing, with everything
running smoothly and no changes in the administration here
except that I am located now in the Pediatrics Department, in
the little room that opens on the short hall-way that leads over
to the In-patient Department » I am giving lectures In
Pediatrics to two classes of nurses and to the 4th-year medical
students, y assistant, Dr. Cho, is back at work and In possess-
ion of a Hakase degree (from Japan).

In the 1938 Report (June 22) by Dr. D. B.Avison :-

G2 ITursing Students
Of the former 146 are Christians; of the

latter. 62,
All the Faculty members are Christians.
All of the non-missionary professors, as well as

a number of the other doctors , now hold the
hakase degree.

The finances of Severance are almost entirely
dependent on local resources. the contribu-
tions from Mission sources now total a little
more than one half of one month's budget.

The institution is therefore not dependent on
foreign subsidies for Its future.' 1

1939: At present Dr. j. B. Avison and
Dr. J. A. BcAnlis, a physician and the dentist, are the only
doctors at Severance from the Northern Presbyterian Board,



From Dr.

To E. L.

D. B. Avison,

Shields

.

Severance Union Medical College, Seoul, Korea.
September, 1939.

The Full work is in full awing, with everything
running smoothly and no changes in the administration here
except that I am located now in the Pediatrics Department, in
the little room that opens on the short hall-way that leads over
to the In-patierit Department. 1 am giving lectures in
Pediatrics to two classes of nurses ana to the 4th-year medical
students. L'y assistant, Dr. Clio, is back at work and. in possess
ion of a Eakase degree (from Japan).

In the 1938 Deport (June 22) by Dr. L.Avison
Student bodies, npw enrolled:

Iw»C wecEical Students
62 nursing Students

Of the former 146 are Christians; or the
latter. 62*

All the Faculty members are Christians.
All of the non-missionary professors, as well as

a number of the other doctors, now hold the
Ilfekase degree.

The finances of Severance are almost entirely
dependent on local resources. The contribu-
tions from hission sources now total a little
more than one half of one month’s budget.

The Institution is therefore not dependent on
foreign subsidies for its future,”

1939: At present Dr. D, B, Avison and
Dr, J. A. J'cA'nlis, a physician and the dentist, are the only
doctors at 5eversr.ee from the horthem Presbyterian heard.
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SEVERANCE UKIOK MEDICAL COLLEGE
SEOUL, KOREA.

December 27, 1939.

Dear Miss Shields

I have just received a check from Mr. Genso
for twenty-nine yen and seventy-one sen, the equivalent of
seven dollars gold, which. v.

ras a contribution of a missionary
society to whom you had made an address. We shall use the money
in helping to give she patients a better realization of the
meaning of Christmas.

We appreciate greatly your unceasing thought-
fulness of the severance Institutions which you have served so
loyally and so unselfishly during the many years that you remained
in Korea, hot only do we all have happy memories of our association
with you in the work, but you have left behind you many evidences
of your Christlike activities here.

The work in the hospital as well as in the
medical and nurses' schools is getting along as usual. But the
great increase in the cost of taking care of the work has made
it necessary to raise the charges to the patients and to decrease
our charity v;ork, which is of course a regrettable course of
procedure.

Due to the fact that a wide, new road is
going co be cut through the Severance compound and that this
road is going to be one of the two main thoroughfares from the
railway station to the business section of the City, we have
come to fool that this will make the present compound unfit for
the work v/6 are doing. It has, therefore, been decided to buy
property outside of the City, with r view to moving the whole
plant there . be have been negotiating for a fine piece of land
south of the Underwood estate, but it takes a great deal of
effort and tine to do business with the many owners . be hope,
however, that in time we may be able to get the .Land and erect
the new buildings there. Je are praying for help to carry out
this magnificent plan.

I trust that you continue to be in good
health and are able, by your speaking, to keep Inspiring the
people in your honoland to greater interest In the medical work
in Korea.

Ve shall be glad to hear from you whenever
you can write us a few lines.

Very gratefully and sincerely yours,

S. Oh.tr
JA •



SEVERANCE UNION MEDICAL COLLEGE
SEOUL, KOREA.

December 27, 1939.

Dear Mies Shields i -

I have just received a check from Kr, Genso
for twenty-nine yen and seventy-one sen, the equivalent of
seven dollars gold, which was a contribution of a missionary
society to whom you had made an address. Ye shall use the money
in helping to give the patients a better realization of the
meaning of Christmas,

Ye appreciate greatly your unceasing thought-
fulness of the Severance Institutions which you have served so
loyally and so unselfishly during the many years that you remained
In Korea. Not only do we all have happy memories of our association
with you in the work, but you have loft behind you many evidences
of your Christlike activities here.

The work in the hospital as well as in the
medical and nurses’ schools is getting along as usual. But the
groat increase in the cost of taking care of the work has made
it necessary to raise the charges to the patients and to decrease
our charity work, which Is of course a regrettable course of
procedure.

Due to the fact that a wide, new road is

going to be cut through the Severance compound end that this
road -is going to be one of the two main thoroughfares from tie
railway station to the business section of the City, we have
come to fool that this will make the present compound unfit for
the work wo are doing. It has, therefore, been decided to buy
property outside of the City, with a view to moving the whole
plant there. Y/e have been negotiating for a fine piece, of land
south of tl e Underwood estate, but It takes a great deal of
effort and tine to do business with the many owners* Y/e hope,
however, that In time we may be able to get the land and erect
the new buildings therd. /e are praying for help to carry out
this magnificent plan*

I trust that you continue to be in good
health and are able, by your speaking, to keep inspiring the
people ir your homeland to greator Interest In the medical work
in Korea,

Y.o shall be glad, to hear from you whenever
you can write us a few lines.

Very gratefully and sincerely yours,

K. o , Oh



SEVERANCE UNION MEDICAL COLLEGE
CABLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE NO.

"SEVERANCE, SEOUL" SEOUL, KOREA HONKYOKU 5121

December £7, 19 cj .

Dear *iiss Shields,

-

I have just received a check from Mr# Sen-
se for twenty nine yen and seventy one sen, the equivalent of

seven dollars gold, which was a c ontribution of a missionary
society to whom you had made an address- 7/a shall use the money
in helping to give the patients a cetter realization of the
meaning of Ghristmas#

We appreciate greatly your unceasing thoughtfulness of
the Severance Institutions which you have served so loyally
and so unselfishly during the many years that you remained in
Korea# Hot only do we all have happy memories of our association
with you in the work, but you have ha /0 left behind you many evi-

dences of your Ghristlike activities here.

The work in the hospital as well as in the medical and nurses
schools is getting along as usual# 3ut the great increase in the

cost of taking care of the work has msQLe it necessary to raise
the charges to the patients and to decrease our charity work,
which is of course a regrettable course of procedure.

Due to tne fact that a wide, new road is going to be cut through
the Severance compound and that this road is going to be one of
the two main thor oughfares from tne railway station to tne easi-
ness section of the Gity, we nave come to feel that this will

make the present compound unfit for the work we are doing. It
has, therefore, been decided to buy property outside of the Gity,
with a view to ;c£ving the whole plant there. We have been negoti-
ating for a fine piece of land south of the Underwood estate,
but it takes a great deal of effort and time to do business
with tne many owners, .’/e hope, however, that in time we may be
aole to get tne land and erect the new cuildings there- We are
praying for help to carry out this magnificent plan.

I trust that you continue to ce
by your speaking to keep inspiring
to greater interest in tne medical

in good health and are able,
tne people in your homeland
work in Korea#

We shall be glad to hear from you whenevr you can write us
a few lines.

/ery greatfully and sincerely yours,
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,

fliee I., Appensoller.

Two friends of Korea whobo -arka do follow then passed
from this world within a few days of ©neb other Iasi; Spring -

lire* Philip ..ayward dray of Detroit and hr . Henry Tfoffor of
Mew York. *

x'o -v/ha College and cc to all Korea the ner.es of
Gray and Pfeiffer mean vision, obedience and response which
‘orougkt groat good to a people. *'rc. Cray gave who fhinacn clto
to Ywha College and hr. and re. Pfeiffer gave the first "building
and most of tho endowment the College now ours.

‘The story of the 'building up of the new Collego has often
bean told, but it is so full of those wonderful coincidences
that are just the parts of God's plan which He lots us 300 ,

that it Is worth hearing. again. Horo are cone of the coincidences*

ifr, Gray and her two daughtera, after Hr. Gray r s death
started out for a world trip* they were going to visit tie
eldest son, a missionary in the Orient , and f.rr* Gray was
os- ocially interested in the women * n union Christian eollegoc

,

for which she bad been working at homo . Travelling on the can©
ship was the Biederwolf ever jelletle party, IneludJU
ales Grace : a:-:e, who staved at ":wha during the party's visit ;c
k-oouI. On the morning that they were leaving. r. nxo told
at breakfast about the widow and her two daughters whoa she hud
met. :,khey pro very interested in niceions, wealthy, end if you
have any definite object to present when you moot then, they
might help you*”

i imedlncely fcbougl-Jb of the beautiful sloe that vc laid

selected for the college, and which I had vainly fcriod to rale©
money to buy. "

;ithin the hour on that rainy morning of I'ov. 1,
1925, as wo were bidding hiss haxe farewo11 , hr. Gregg brought
the three Iiuilee to ova 1 door. '’re. Gray raid that on the train,
the day before, they had boon interestingly entertained by the
hisses he fully who urged cbeja bo visit fwhn. There they could
boo samples of girls* schools, from kindergarten through college.
Lo in the course of our journey over the campus they particularly
enjoyed the newly opened Fray Hall, first college building.
UiBB? "hrelyn Gray had just boon graduated from frith College and
a bnitli alumna, Olive fye. had planned. this building# So Yrs.Cray
with characteristic vision, asked whether we were one of the
union colleges, and what our plana for the future were. Ye, but
wo wanted to be, .o had a beautiful site picked out end other
missions would join us if we could begin a new college there,
was our reply.

”Yov' knuch would that land coat?” asked Hra. Gray.
"Twenty-five thousand dollar's.

1
' I answered*

: ho drew the girls aside and, while they talked for a

moment , I grasped ary Young by the am and whispered s “Pray! Pray.”

Turning to us, Hra# Gray said: n
V,’e *d like to buy that cite

for your new college.”



'•e could hardly believe our ears, and all the rest of the
day, when we tried to get near enough to the place to look at
it and were floundered in the rnud, v?e seemed to be in a dream.
It was a cream, but time, of the nature of reality, far beyond
anything we could ask or think.

Years later I asked Evelyn, now Ere. Richard M, Cameron
of Boston, how it was that they responded to our appeal In that
way, and what they had thought of it since. She replied:

! Ye often wondered why we did. Something seemed to make
us do it, quite contrary to our usual custom of weighing care-
fully one appeal against anet’ er and retting all the details.
But re have always been glad that re did it, and believe that
it was right .

She knew and remembered that at the very time the Grays’
were at hwha, Helen Him was pleading for this piece of land in
America, and God’s message, swifter than any cable, came to His
obedient servant, Ho wonder this gift has been blessedj

Another coincidence was that the Grays travelled after
this on board ship with the Swineharts. Err, Gray helped
Capt. Prinehart for gears in some of his work in Southern Korea,
but re did not icnow this when we engaged him in 1932 as superin-
tendent of construction on the land that krs. Gray’s money had
bought. Because of her confidence in him she was more ready to
give twice again to the college. The last gift was in 1937,
when ono day on my furlough I opened a letter from her which said:

"I had a letter from ny attorney telling how much better
my investments ’ad resulted tkrn foarod, so I decided to let
Ewha share in my good fortune by giving it „ 5,000. this year.
Is: down so f It
I want ou to be housed anyway in a manner of your choice/'

T^at *vas my last letter from this wonderful friend of
Korea. In my reply I said,

"If there were more people of your understanding and
exquisite "Incase In the giving of gifts, what a lovely,
pleasant world It would be for us who have to get support for
these schools."

fodesty, thoughtfulness, intense desire to help people,
love of truth, ^orOr.ccr and beauty were some of the character-
istics that made love ”rc. Gray and be thankful to call her
friend. The stone seat outride the library, where the girls
love to sit, bears this inscription.

In grateful recognition of
Hre. Philip Hayward Gray

cf Detroit, Michigan,
v/ho made possible the dedication cf

these hills and valleys
to the Christian education of

Korean women*
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Mr* Pfeiffer was ill for some years before his death;
memory had entirely failed, but when I last saw him in 1937
I vas impressed with the beauty cf his love for his wife and
devoted companion of nearly sixty years. That survived even
the loss of memory, .She told me that he was living in the
spirit v'orld. and often talked of being with. Jesus. The habit
of a lifetime of love of Christ stayed with him to the peaceful end.

hr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer had no children, but wore parents to
a host of people who needed them, near relatives and friends;
the underprivileged of America, in the South, in the cities;
colleges and churches at home and colleges and missions abroad.
Wealth which had come to them through hard work end sacrifice
was - iven in glad stewardship for the Master’s service. They
always gave together; when Mrs. Pfeiffer wanted to give to
women's work, Mr. Pfeiffer would subscribe a like amount to some
work under the Board of Foreign Missions. When she gave the
first building to fwha College he gave the same to a college for
boys in South America.

Again the story of the Pfeiffers’ gifts to Ewha is full of
coincidences. While visiting in Philadelphia in 1920 I was told
that Mrs. Pfeiffer was a rich woman, interested in missions, who
might help get the college land, which i as then my chief concern.
So 1 was asked to address a meeting where Mrs. Pfeiffer v/as

present, and she did promise me .1,000. the largest amount then
in sight., the promised to pay when this item should appear in
the regular askings. But Mrs. Cray came along and gave enough
to buy the site, We waited developments, while two other
missions, fcho Southern Methodist and United Church of Canada
joined with the V/onan’s Foreign Missionary Society (Methodist)
and the College secured government registration and grew in
strength. In 1930 we began a campaign for buildings for the
waiting campus. 1 knew 1 would have to ask Mrs. Pfeiffer to
redeem her promise, but the wise suggestion that I should not
Unit her, But ask her to give the first building, took her aback.

"Don’t you think that is asking a great deal?" said she.
“Yes , I answered, "but think what this one college means to
the girls of Korea."

So she said she would consult with Mr. Pfeiffer, and the
next morning she told me that they had decided to give 50,000.00
oinco that first magnificent gift, Mrs. Pfeiffer has been our
greatest patron, giving through Capt. 3winehart , whose work
appealed to her, additional amounts for buildings and ^100,000.00
for endowment. She also had a part in building the house on the
campus where fcho Mwlia missionaries live.

Vision, obedience and then the sure blessing of God on His

plans. This i3 the story of these two who now serve their Lord
face to face, and see the whole plan in which they did well their
part

.

The Korea Mission Field, Uov. 1939


