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Reports and Letters of Rev. William L. Swallen
Presbyterian Mission - Pyeng Yang, Korea

The Gensan (Wonsan) Station was opened in t>892, and Dr. and Mrs.
James S. Gale were sent there that year. The following year,
Dr. and Mrs . William L. Sw'allen were appointed to that station also.
They moved there in the Spring of 1894. Dr. Gale's chief work was
given to preparing the Korean-English Dictionary^ and caring for the
Christians in and near Gensan, while Swallen spent his time at the
language and in country work, making frequent and long trips to the
north as far as Kyung-sung, the northern capitol of Ham Heung province
In I896 Dr. Gale went to Japan to look after the publishing of his
dictionary, and then went on furlough, returning in two years.

During that time Dr. and I,[rs , Swallen were alone in the station
to care for the Christians in Gensan, who were beginning to grow into
a church, and also to continue his country trips, sowing the Gospel
seed throughout the province and in Ham Heung city, and villages.

A most interesting and instructive incident took place in the
little church that had been making Sunday contributions, and the
amount collected had grown to about 45 Japanese yen. Dr. Gale had
built a little chapel on the Mission Compound, and the Sunday meetings
were being held in that chapel which was fast becoming too small.
They began to feel the need and also the desirability of a meeting
place in the city of Won san where the Koreans could more easily be
reached. They realized that quite a sum would be required to build
and that it would take a long time to raise a sufficient amount of
money with their small Sunday collections. A brillatn idea struck
them, as they thought, it was this: since they could get 50 or 60 fo

interest, why leave the collection in the treasurer's fund? They
thought they should let it out on interest, and they would soon have
enough to build a church. The idea struck deep in their minds as they
talked to one another about it. They thought the rapid-growing pile
would even stimulate the Sunday collections, and in a short time they
would have enough to buy or build a church in the city of Wonsan.
Everything was thought out among themselves, and everyone thinking it
was just the thing to do. They knew it must be right because they all
thought so. They came to their pastor (Mr. Swallen) with their plan
for approval, quite sure he would approve, of course. The pastor was
not so sure, but he did not speak his whole mind, ^e remarked that that
was one plan, and he was glad to note they had showed some original
thought in the matter. He suggested two other plans; one, they could
put the money in the bank and get 7$» less of course than the other way
but quite safe and sure; or they could purchase a piece of land which
would bring in a little interest and would grow in value.

Hours were spent in discussion and prayer, but there was little
progress. The thought the missionary might preach, but this was business
and what did he know about that? 80 they left, and the treasurer's box
was taken, the little church to do with it as they pleased. They had
given it and could do with it as they pleased. What had the missionary
to say about that anyhow? But the missionary, the only officer in the
church as yet, happened to have the authority, so the missionary and
his wife fasted and prayed for two days. Then one Sunday when the
Christians were all gathered for worship the missionary preached on the
Sovereignity of God and Obedience to the constituted church authority
Then at the close of the service he announced that someone had taken
the Lord's money, the treasurer's chest, but that it was committed to
the Lord and He would brin r

r it back} and that the Sunday services would
be closed until there was repentence on the part of the Christians.



mu
There would be no gathering on Sunday but the Christians would worship
in their own homes.

One Sunday passed. The chapel was silent. The order was obeyed.
Before another Sunday the money-box was returned, and the entire male
section of the group came to the missionary one by one confessed their
sins, and pledged obedience and sincerity. The following Sunday was
a very blessed one to all, when the whole church again assembled to
worship unitedly in His sanctuary. Then a few days al later, one man
came to the pastor and suggested that there was a small reed field that
might be bought for about 45 yen. The reeds could be cut once a year
and sold for quite a sum, at least in a good rate of interest. Fine!
That's just the thing, if all agree. Well, it was bought.

Then in a few years the Seoul-Gensan railroad was surveyed, and
the station site was to be quite near the church's reed-field.
The land value rose to fabulous prices. The Japanese wanted to buy the
reed-field and so it was sold for 2,000 yen, which was a nice sum
toward building their new church.

The work grew and groups began to be formed throughout the country.
In Ham Heung, in Pook Chung, and Hong Won. Believers were studying the
Bible. In Ham Heung there were a dozen who had taken their stand a s

Christians and weremeeting regularly for worship. One of these,
Mr. Cha Ul-kyung, had a wonderful experience and was thoroughly con-
verted. Filled with the Spirit, he gave himself to prayer and a study
of the Word, and within a year after his conversion, even before he was
baptized, he took Bibles and portions of scripture and tracts, and
made a long trip far into the mountains of Kap San, to seek his brother
and to bring him to the Savior, He returned having won his brother,
and left inquirin ' groups of Christians in several places along the
route. Mr. Cha was a great preacher, and won many to the Lord; later
he became an elder and was a student for the ministry, but before he
has completed the Seminary course the Lord took him.

One very interesting thing happened one time when I was coming
down from the north. When I reached Ham Heung the brethern met me with
more than usual happy faces. Upon inquiring as to the cause of their joy
they replied that they were now being sorely nersecuted, but that in it
they were rejoicing. For, said they, the people were recognizing Jesus
in them. "When they see us coming up the street, the people cry out
’Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!' And when they pass by a house or
store they cry out, 'Jesus is passing by! Jesus is passing by!' So we
are happy to be called by His Name although they do it in derision."

At the Mission Meeting in the autumn of 1892, the Mission decided
to turn the Gensan field over to the Canadian Presbyterian church, as
that church had sent out three missionaries, Rev. Foote and Rev. McRae
and Dr. Grierson. Dr and Mrs. Gale were appointed to Seoul Station, and
the Swallens were appointed to Pyeng Yang Station. The Swa^i ens moved to
Pyeng Yang in the Spring of 1899 »

and the Gales to Seoul a little later
the same year, When the Canadians took charge of the work.



Yokohama, Japan
October lb,

Dear Jennie,

It is now about f )ur o’clock and v.e are settled
in a boarding houVJfor awhile. The S. 3. "China" cast
anchor about noon today. V.e co^xd come ashore at once
on account of our baggage and a way to come. The
ships anchor out in the harbor about a mile or two
from the shore a. .a the passangers must come in steam
launches or in flat boats called "sampans". V.e thot
we were coming in a launch but we waited ana v.aitea
and the nan v,ho came out from the "Britt in House"
where we arc stopping was unable to ^et one so v.e

came over in a "sampan". Well, it was great fun and
something new and n>vel. Our trunks were brot in a
barge. When we reached the shore the valises had to
be seen thru at the custom house, but not our tru .ks
and telescopes, for we will not have them brot to the
boarding house and they will remain in the transfer
office until va leave, ''he things they did go thru the
saw almost everything we had, especially the medicine
chest; they even took and uw rapped the bottles.

After they got thru at the custom house, six
ladies and one gentleman in our party: -hr. and hrs.
Junk in , hr and 'Hrs. Reynolds, hr. and Kiss Tate,
Miss Strong, and ourselves going to Korea. The men
saw to the baggage and each of us took a jinriksha,
a small cart pulled by a nan . I never felt so funny
sitting up there and a man taking the place of a
horse. That is one thing that seems so queer- men
taking the place of horses.

V.e are stopping ’with an old lady 69years old,
who was once. a missionary but now keeps boarders.
It is a most beautiful place up on a high bluff;
one side overlooks the city, the other a delightful
country and bay. Everything is green and fresh as in
June. The rice crop is just ready to be cut ana the
gardens look lovely.

After supper we went to a Japanese prayer- meeting
The room was filled with natives. The minister, a
native, wore American dress. They sang beatifully in
their language to our tunes. It was i.ns_ iring to us
to see a native girl at the organ. The minister ta.Iked

for some time telling them how thirty years ^O o



Oct. 15, ’92.

Americans came to Japan and what wonderful things had
"been done for them. Vnat a change has been brot about
in these heathen people! be are going to carry the
flood Tidings to a similiar race and in a few years if
the Lord xets as live to see it schools will be formed
and the Koreans will be gathered togethei worshipping
Christ instead of their idols. It is a wonderful mission
We are happy and glad that we are thus far on our way
and will soon be in the "Lo.nd of the Morning Calm".

We shall be h$e most of this week: on Thursday or
Mr i day go to : 'obe and one week from tomorrow sail from
Lobe for Korea, expectng to reach there in three or
four d?ys. Mron Chemulpo to Seoul is 25 miles and we
can go within ihree miles of Seoul by boat. I think we
sna-l stay with Hi-

, and Mrs. Moo, e in the Undrwood’s
house

.

We heard two sermons todav in Lnglish. It seemed
quite homelike wo see c\ro om filled with Americans, a

Union church for all Mnglish speaking people. In the
evening we went to the Dutch Reformed Seminary; what
a pleasure to meet such lovely people who give all such
a warm welcome. One forgets all about church creed,

-

all belong to the church of Christ and are working in
the same same great Cause. I wish we might have more
union of churches all over the world.

This has been a delightful day to us. be are happy
in the love of Christ and feel so 'thankful for our
safe voyage across the Pacific. The latter part of the
voyage was gu i t e stormy. Tomorrow we will go to Tokyo
for a jiay or two and visit the schools and temples,
be want to see all of Japan we c an. I wish I could
describe what I have seen of Japanese life.

At home it is now Sunday morning, eight o’clock;
here it is eleven o'clock Sunday night, bhen we have
praised Cod all day, you get up and praise Him.
Write immediateky » it will take 25 days for a letter to
reach us.

°'ive my very be t love to all..

Your sister,

Sallie M. Swallen.



Yokohama, Japan
October lb, 1 3 9A

.

Tear Jennie,

It is now about four 3 ’clock and v.e are settled
in a boarding hou^f^r awhile. The S. 3. "China" cast
anchor about noon today. V.e cju^d cone ashore at once
on account of our baggage and a way to come. The
ships anchor out in the harbor about a mile or two
from the shore a. .a the passangers must cone in steam
launches or in flat boats called "sampans". V.e thot
v.e were c oming in a launch but we waited anu waited
and the nan who cane out from the "Brittin House"
where we arc stopping v.as u-.able to get one so we
came over in a "sampan". Veil, it was great fun and
something new and novel. Our trunks were brot in a
barge. When we reached the shore the valises had to
be seen thru at the custom house, but not our tru ks
and telescopes, for we will not have then brot to the
boarding house and they will remain ir?. the transfer
office until w\ leave, '“’he things they did go thru the;
saw almost eveiything we had, especially the medicine
chest; they even took and uiv.rapped the bottles.

After they got. thru at the custom house, six
ladies and one gentleman in our partyr-Alr. and Jirs.

Junkin, ’hr andllrs. Reynolds, Hr. and liss Tate,
Miss Strong, and ourselves going to Korea. The men
saw to the baggage and each of uc took a jinriksha,
a small cart pulled by a man. I neve, felt so funny
sitting up there and a man taking the place of a
horse. That is one thing that seems so queer- men
taking the place of horses.

We are stopping with an old lady 69years old,
who was once. a missionary but now keeps boarders.
It is a most beautiful place up on a high bluff;
one side overlooks the city, the other a delightful
country and bay. Everything is green and fresh as in

June. The rice crop is just ready to be cut and the
gardens look lovely.

Aftei supper we went to a Japanese prayer- meet iug
The room was filled with natives. The minister, a
native, wore American dress. They sang beaiifully in

their language to our tunes. It was inspiring to us
to see a native girl at the organ. The minister talked
for some time telling them how thirty years o*.go



’92.Oct. 15,

Americans cane to Japan and what wonderful things had
been done for them. What a change has been brot about
in these heathen people! be are going to carry the
Good Tidings to a similiar race and in a few years if
the Lord lets as live to see it schools will be formed
and the Koreans will be gathered togethei worshipping
Christ instead of their idols. It is a wonderful missio
7/e are happy and glad that we are thus far on our way
and will soon be in the "Land of the Morning Calm".

17e shall be h$e most of this week: on Thursday or
Friday go to : 'obe and one week from tomorrow sail from
Lobe for Korea, expectng to reach there in three or
four days. From Chemulpo to Seoul is 2b miles and we
can go within three miles of Seoul by boat. I think we
Siia^l styy with Hi*, and Lrs. loo. e in the Undrwood’s
hsase

.

We heard two sermons todav in English. It seemed
room filled with Americans, a

Union church f )r all English speaking people. In the
evening* we went to the Dutch Reformed Seminary; what
a pleasure to meet such lovely people who give all such
a warm welcome. One forgets all about church creed,

-

all belong to the church of Christ and are working in
the same same great Cause. I wish we might have more
union of churches all over the world.

This has been a delightful day to us. We are happy
in the Love of Christ and feel so 'thankful for our
safe voyage across the Pacific. The latter part of the
voyage was rmite stormy. Tomorrow we will go to Tokyo
for a iday or two and visit the schools and temples.
7/e want to see all of Japan we can. I wish I could
describe what I have seen of Japanese life.

At home it is now Sunday morning, eight o’clock;
here it is eleven o’clock Sunday night. When we have
praised God all day, you get up and praise Him.
Write immediately; it will take 2b days for a letter to
reach us. .

°
r ive my very bert love to all.

Your sister,

Sail i e P Swallen



Chemulpo, T/orea
Nov. 14, 1892.

Dearest Mother and Father,

V.e arrived here safely this morning at 11:00.
The voyage was very pleasant a .1 the way from Kobe,
he left Kobe last Tuesday morning at 4 a.m. (this is
Monday ) . The whole day was delightful and the inland
sea the grandest sight I V.e sailed between mountains
and in some places could sec men working in their
gardens. The mountains were tei raced to the very tops.

We reached Nagasaki Wed. night about 12.00 and
the ship remained in the harbor until Fri. at 2 p.m.
3o y )u see we had plenty of time to see Nagasaki,
but the rain kept us on the ship u.itil about 7 OJclock
on mhursday when we went ashore and caned at the
Methodist Tirls schaol. We met Hiss Bing who is from
Delaware: she came out two or three years ago. We
stayed all night at the home of Mr. Pieters, a mission-
ary. If I had time I would tell yu what a beautiful
place Nagasaki is.

Sat. morning at 7:00 the ship cast anchor at
Fusan, on the south east coast of Korea, we went on
shore at once. ?he^ ..e sav. the first Koreans. They
were as great curiosities to us as v.e were to them!
They look much like rusty looking tombstones walking
around in their muody white clothes. V.e spent the day
with Hr. and Mrs. Baird, Presbyterian missionaries.
They have a nice brick home built on a hill /over-
looking the city and the bay. We had a pleasant day
and felt very much at home with them. At five o’clock
v.e ..ent on the ship but on account of the large
amou.t of cargo. did not sail until 7: Go.

At present v.e are at a Chinese hotel Wxth
foieign funiture and food. Pleven of us were at lunch,
all but two from the States; some are traveling
around the world. V.e are both well and aic happy that
we are so -soon to be at our future home or stopping
place,- for it is hard to tell where v.e will be sent
when we have the language

.

The mail soon goes so I shall be ob -iged to
ciose, Ir trust that you will get the presents v.e

se.it for Chr istmas ,
- to you a set of satin doilies,

and silk handkerchiefs, to Jennie tv.o doilies, ana
to Ftta a silk handkerchief.

Your loving daughter,



Chemulpo, T/orea
Nov. 14, 1892.

Dearest Mother and Father,

V.e arrived here safely this morning at 11:00.
The voyage was very pleasant a..l the way from Kobe.
V.e left Kobe iasw Tuesday morning at 4 a.m. (this is

Monday). The whole day was delightful and the inland
sea the gr andest sight I V.e sailed between mountains
and in some places could see men working in their
gardens. The mountains were tei raced to the very tops

V.e reached Nagasaki Ted. night about 12.00 and
the ship remained in the harbor until Fri. at 2 p.m.
3o y >u see we had plenty of time to see Nagasaki,
but the rain kept us on the ship u.itil about 7. Oicloc
on Thursday when v.e v.ent ashore and cabled at the
Methodist lirls schhol. V.e met Miss Bing who is from
Delaware: she came out two or three year's ago. V.e

stayed all night at the home of Mr. Pieters, a miss io
ary. If I had time I would tell yu what a beautiful
place Nagasaki is.

Sat. morning at 7:00 the ship cast anchor at
Fusan, on the soutii east coast of Korea. V.e went on
shore at once. Then* ..e sav. the first Koreans. They
were as great curiosities to us as v.e were to them!
They look much like rusty looking tombstones walking
around in their muddy white clothes, V,e spent the da
with Mr. and Mrs. Baird, Presbyterian missionaries.
They have a nice brick home built on a hill /over-
looking the city and the bay. V.e had a pleasant day
and felt very much at home with them. At five o’clock
v.e . ent on the ship but on account of the large
amoUi.t of cargo.diu not sail until 7:00.

At present we are at a Chinese hotel wxth
foieign funi’ ture and food. Pleven of us were at lunch
all but two from the states; some are traveling
around the world. V.e are both well and arc happy that
we are so -soon to be at our future hone or stopping
place,- for it is hard to tell where we will be sent
when we have the language

.

The mail soon goes so I shall be obliged to
Ciose, L- trust that you will get the presents v.e

se.it for Christmas , -to you a set of satin doilies,
and silk handkerchiefs, to Jennie two doilies, and
to Ftta, a silk handkerchief

.

Your loving daughter,



Seoul, Kbrea
Nov. 21, 1892.

Dearest Jennie,

I wrote to Lla from Chemulpo which y:>u will have
read, V.e left Chemulpo last Tues. mrning and came up
on a small riverr steamer with the tide (the Han river
V.e started at 9 a.m. and got within six miles of the
landing when the biat lodged on a sand-bar. 'e were
fearful lest we void have to slay there all night

.

V.e had been on deck all day and were quite cold, and
to stay on deck all night with >ut anything to eat was
almost alaiming. But presently she swung around, and
as the tide was rising a little after sundown we
started on. at a good rate. At last in the dark we
landed. Dr. Vinton and Hr. Gifford of the Presbyterian
Mission came down to meet us. As soon as the baggage
was arranged, Mrs. Hiller and I were put into chairs
(which was anothr new experiences}- a willow chair
with a long pole fastened on each side and carried by
four men. Y >u can imagine how they puffed by the time
they carrier, me tneee miles and a half.

The men of our party walked and before they Oot
out of the little village Mrs. Hiller and I couia
see nothing of them. V.e were left alono. in the dark
witli only our chair co61ies. They tugged along over
ravinesand roc.:s, uphill and down, and when they came
to the top of a high hill they set down the chairs
lighted their pipes end gabbered away while resting.
I realized how helpless we were but I looked up to
my Saviour for protection.

After a while v.e went' on, but the lantern o.- my
chair caught fire and burned all the paper off. "’hey
are only made of payei stretched arund sticks with a
candle in the center. I heJ-d the candle the best I

could to keep it from going out. Pretty soon they came
to a little store where they put down the chair and
purchased two candles. Mrs. Hiller’s chair went on
and I was entirely alon£. One of the coolie’s cash
strings broke and away flew his c ash . ’..ell, of course
all of it must be picked up. Cash! that is >ne of the
grat abominatnons of Horea. It is their money made of
a composition of lead, zinc ana iron, and it takes
about jOO pieces to make one.Tapanese dollar, about
70jd inourmoney . Bach of these pieces is worth five
casn, so ir. 7 5j^ of our money where are about 000 cash.
V hen the massionaries qo itinerating they must have

j



Nov . 21 ,
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a pong along to carry the cash. The story is told of
a lady v/ho had 100 dollars worth of cash and it took
three ponies to carry it from Seoul to Chemulpo.

C

'

r

Well, to go on with my first night’s adventure,

-

the coolies picked me up and away they went faster than
ever. We were soon at the gate but it. was closed.
Hust v.e climb the wall, I thot . Pretty soon we came to
the place where some were scaling the wall, but after
some argument among the coolies and the guide who had
overtaken us, the coolies moved on. Sometimes my chair
scraped on stones, and the precipice below looked'
frightful, b t I sat still and never said a word.
Soon we were usher er thru a big open gate and there
stood will and Hr. Hiller and Hr. Vinton. They had
hurried on to keep the gate open for us.

At last the chair was set down and v.e were
ushered into a pleasant room and a charming little
woman greeted us, Hrs. Gifford. As soon as we were
warm we sat down to an excel! ant supper and before
v.e were thru a whole crowd came in to see us. Among
them were Hr. end Hrs. Hoore. V.e are still at the
Gifords, whose house is built Korean and foreign
style combined, cheerful and homelike. Vie can board
with them all winter if we desire, but there is a*
vacant Hiss ion house some distance from here and we
do want to go to housekeeping . It is n large brick
house big enough for two families. Hr. and Mrs. Hiller
w i x 1 also move down there.

Our goods have not come yet. In our baggage the
china cups and saucers were broken, also one gladd of
jelly, and my hats ‘.ere considerably mashed, but all
other things were alright. V.e bought some groceries
in Kobe, some matting and a screen. All our baggage
was carried on men’s backs the three and a half miles
from the landing place on the river. Just think of a
man carrying mr big trunk!- but they are accustomed
to it.

I wish I might draw a picture and describe a
Korean iov;n and especially the people and their homes.
At a distance they look like ghosts, but closer they
tney really too dirty for that. The working class do
look dreadful with their white clothes completely
covered with dirt. The educated and better classes do
wear nice clean clothes, especially on the outside.

? '’/‘The pants are three or four times as large as foreign
S 'pants and tie them in at the ankles. All Koreans have
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very snail hands and feet. The men’s long hair does

look so queer; the hoys wear a braid down the back

until they are married, then it is done up in a knot

on top of the head with a black band around the head.

The better cLa33 then wear a small black hat made of

horse-hair. The coats are padded with cotton ana have
to be ripped apart when washed, and over that they
wear a long white garment tied with long cloth ribbo-.s,

and around the waist they wear ^different colored cords
according to their rank

The women are very small ; I suppose it is because
they stay in the house so much. mheir dress is also
white, the full skirt sewed on a broad band that comes
to the breast and a little jacket that meets the bo.nd.
They go out on the street with a cloak held up over
the head to -c-over the face with only an eye peeking out.
The high class women go out vt ry lit.le and s ome not at
all. It is relates of one old queen that she was a
m)del Korean woman because she was not outside of her
courtyard for 84 years. They comb the hair perfectly
plain parted in the middle and twisted into a knot at
the back of the neck. They have very pleasant faces
and when they bee ome Christians they have beaming
countenances

.

«

I attended a women’s meeting with lirs. Gifford
where 80 )r *0 women and children were all seated on
trie floor, and we sat down with them. Hr. Koffett
talked to them. A great many of the children wear a
red outside dress: they are fond of gaudy colors.

. For the most or. rt the horn s roe most uninviting
They are usually built around an open court, each room
about 8 ft. square. The siding )f the house is mac e of
sticks plastered inside and out with mud. The windows
are but a wooden frame papered with the t ough rice
paper made here. The roof is made of tile or thatch
(rice strav.

; , and the floor is of stone c ivered with
mud piaster and the i oil paper. Under the floor me
flues tiru which the heat passes from the fire in the

kitchen to the opposite side of the house,

m he streets are not more inviting; such a dirty
piece unless it is Peking, China, cannot be found on

' r" the face of the earth. Host of the streets me C or 10
feet wide with the eaves of the houses so low they can
be touched. All surface drainage is in the street, yet
tine stench is not as bad as one would eopect, but it ,is

bad enough.
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"'here r re quite a number of f ireigners here
beside the missionar ies : the Russian legation, a man
and h .s v* if e and a. secretary

( they have a beautiful
(_

1 home ) ;
the Anei ican legation, r. nan, ills v.'if e and a

daughter (Dr . Allen, v.ho v ill soon return to Amej ica
to Delaware, C., - I vish y :u ould meet Mrs. Allen,
a lovely Lady v:h ) graduated from Delaware in ’81; she
called soon after v.e arivd and invited us to dinner);
the Anguish legation, a man and his wife ana secretary;
the herman and ?rencn legationsaare only men.
It is the custom with all the legations that strangers
call on them first; the formality is ahead of us!
1

e ..>nt 'v ith Ars . D ifford to call at the American,
Kng .ish, and Russian legations, and also on Mrs. Dreat-
house whose son is advisor to the icing. All their homes
are furnished beautifully.

Tkach house hei e is surrounded by a high wall with
large doors m front and a gate servant Is wept there
so everybdd cannot cone m. t.nen v.e called, v.e gave
our cards to the gate-man v.ho ran ahead : a. servant came
to the dooi' and montioned for us to come; then v.e

entered the mouse and the lady met us. Ail the calls
were very pleasant, "he Russian and American ladies
have returned the calls.

"he Methodists and 7i esbyt t r ians are almost one
and the same out here. They have Union prayer ee tings
and Sunday services, and mingle so much together.
"hree missionaries have come to trie n.L. Mission and
seventeen to the Dresby . j.ission this Summer and Fall,
so you see the numbers r re increasing. p htie is plenty
of v.orJc her e; today we c >uld hem the sorcerer besting
a pan or something to ('rive the devil or evil spirits
from somebody. If the "oreans were o.ily i ore industri-
ous, but they are very lazy. / Imost all Koreans smoke.

be began the langage the second day after v.e arrived
At present ..e have >nly one teacher but will soon have
one apiece and devote all our time to it.

"hree servants are the least any family has,- a
ggt e- Keeper , a cook, and a house-boy, and altogether
they pceive 1-* yen r miihdd board themselves (a. yen
is about 75 cents) ill is anxious that I do the

cooking for r while yself so v.e can have something good
to eat. V.e are nist longing for some apples, but are
thankful that we can have as many and as good things
as we have, "his morning the boy came in to build the
fire and v. oke me out of a pleasant dream of home.



If you could re^ .ize how much I think of hone! Twice
every day in our devotions we remember y >u ail in
prayer. I have yet the home time bp my watch,- when
we are going to bed you are getting up. I always have
rather a sad feeling to think we sleep av.ay the best
part of your day.

Thursday the ?.4th will be Thanksgiving . V.e have a
service at 11 o'clock Led by Rr . Reynolds of the South-
ern Presby. Rission (they c?ne over when vu- did )

V.e are invited to the hone of ]
rr. and I'rs . Bunker to

spend the evening. I expect she will have a. fine dimer.
Hr. Bunker teaches in the Royal school, and ail the
Rission work he does is very quiet-because he is em-
ployed by the government.

I do wish you could cone out here and see and know
the mission work and see hov. nice the m ssionnries are,
what lovely consecrated people they are. I trust that
the time may cone when you and ’.-ill can come; you
would never regret the cost, I know.

The mail leaves on Friday for America. About the
first and middle of each month the- steamers leave.
Y.rite to the Pacific Steamship Go., San Praacisco, and
they will send you a schedule when ail the steamers
leave for a year and then you will know just when to
send letters.

mhanksgiving J)ay

.

Again today the mail came and no letter from home.
Y.eii, I am almost sick to think we must wait ten days
more. I do trust you folks at home will not fooget us
but remember v.e do not have the pleasant surroundings
that j ou do at home.

V.e got some photographs in Japan and here in Korea,
which we ai e sending, be would have gotten more but
the selection was not good. I wish you would have
them mounted before you take them up home. They show
pretty well Japanese life. I ho e ou will get them and
the other things we sent fr >m Robe.

Y,e had excellent services today, and no’, we are
leaving to go to the Bunkers.

I fear/you will tire before ou finish reading
this epistle, or I might give you some more of Korea,
One word more- the weather is perfectly lovely: cold
enough to be bracing and not at all damp like Japan
It s<rems much like the climate at home.



Seoul, Korea
Jan. 8, 1893.

Dear Will and Jennie,

Your letter wri tten Thanksgiving was received
Jan. 4th and the one written Nov. 13 did not come until
Jan. 5. T^e package of Independents came also, and a

letter from Will's home. We had Just had our dinner
so we sat down and had another and better feast
I think of you so much. I dont think a day passes tut
ID think of you and wonder what Pa and Ma are doing.
When you said you had not been horn for three weeks
and did not see how you could stand It another week
I thot if I could come home in four jears I would
better. I am very happy and especially since we are in
our new home, but homesickness will cone sometimes.

It will soon be two months since we arrived and
one month next Sunday since we moved down here . The
house is very large with nine rooms, but we only heat
three wi th our two stoves. I think v;e are at least one
half mile from the other foreigners; we have Koreans
on every side. By having our yard surrounded ty a wall
and a gate- servant w e a re not bothered with sight -seers.
Will has quite a number of call ers and usually they
are very polite to me. All Korean men use the most
jbojbite language to the foreign women while to their own
wives they use the low language. We use the low forms
to the servants and they use the polite forms to us.
These forms are found mostly in the verbs and in salu-
tations. We would prefer using the polite forms all
the time but the older missionaries advise against it.

It is best to adopt Korean custom, for if the servants
had polite forms used to them they would soon feel equ al
or greater than the master and it would unfi t them for
work. The language is very difficult and the helps are
scarce and the teachers ha vq n o conception of how to
teach. At present I have no teacher; my time is devoted
to housekeeping and teaching the boy to work. You would
laugh to hear him groan over the washing but he does it
nicely. He almost get dimer alone today and he washes

dishes very veil but I have to keep an eye on everything.
They haven’t any conception of our Ideals of cleanliness
poor people, they dont know any better. Housekeeping is
no easy task out here if we do have servants, for the
houses are very inconvenient. All the water v<e use is
can-* led % of a mile in buckets; it is pure and geo d so
we use it without boiling.

We can but so many things out here such as rice,
chickens, eggs, fish, beef, milk, chestnuts, walnuts,
peanuts and buckwheat, and in summer fruits of most any
kind. There are many tilings brought over from Japan
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and China. V. e have sent to Chefoo for some beef and
mutton, for we feel afraid of the beef here. We have a
good surply of stores from San Franci soo . also s one from
Kobe . The last mail we sent an order vh ich will come
about the first of April. Y/e hope to have a pood garden
this summer, and when we are once settled we shall have
a co w

.

Will is studyi ng wi th his teacher. I have finished
my work and have set the boy to washing. I am making
orange marmalade; we can get nice oranges from Japan
and they cost very little.

Our Sundays here are not so different from those at
home. V/e have breakfast about nine, and dinner about
three, and spend the day readi rg e always attend the
services. We we re never out on such streets as those
of yesterday; it had rained and thawed and the little
dirty roads were a black slush. It is no worse in the
middle of the roads at home. There are no side-walks
no place to walk but in the mud. If ever anyone needed
a nice pleasant home it is the missionary, for all the
sights outside are anything but pleasaht. They say that
this is the dirtestplace in Korea, and I think in the
world. We will be glad to be $nt to some other place.
We want to g} to Wonsan, a port on t he eastern coast
of Korea. They say it is the nicest place in Korea
to live. During the rainy season the missionaries do
not have to leave as they do here. There is a doctor
there and another going in March.

Just now the boy called me into the kitchen to see
the oranges an d he was tare to the waist

,
washing for

all that was in him. They do some rfediculous things.

Hurrah for Clevelan dl V/e g? t the news in three or
four days after election.

It surely would be nice fo r yo uz*fo Iks to get the

Post office job; I hope you will get it.

I will close for thl s time and may write more before
the mai 1 leaves

.

Later The mail leaves Friday and we are busy getting
letters ready. This afternoon we had live callers.
I was glad to have someone come; we are so far away

C it is quite an effort for them to oo me especially
while the roads are so bad.

This afternoon Will went out on the street and in

15 min. sold one hundred calendars; he has 2000 to

sell. They contain the Korean caler.day and some Bible
verses. They sell for five cash each, one tenth oi a

cent. ''
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He said he never had su ch a fUnny experience; they
flocked around him like sheep/ Our experiences here
are many and \aried; I dont always see the funny side
but Will does.

I wonder what kind of a Christmas jou folks had.
It did not seem much like holidays here. We ate our
Christmas dinner alone, chicken, pumpkin pie, etc.

Will went hunting and brought home duck for New Years.
I roasted it and had an excell snt dinner. Monday nigjit

after Christmas we were Invited to the Vlntons, the
Invitations sent out were quite cuming.

"Ye expatriated conmittee of ye Presbyterians in
Seoul will meet to pluck ye Yule-tide fruit
from ye ancient yule- tree at ye house of Dame
Vinton on ye evening of December 26th at 7j30
by ye shadow of ye dial." 1

They had a regular old. time Christmas tree and
served a nice lunch. Each one received some thing,

-

Will got a nice silk handkerchief and I a pen-wiper.
Will got me a beautiful vase, a Chinese fan, ard a
pov/der box- a funny present as I never use powder!
Presents are rather scarce here, yet there are four
very nice Chinese stores with foreigp gpods.

I wish you could oome and see how nice we live
and the many good things we feast on. We have been
having buckwheat cakes and maple syrup for breakfast.
Today v, e sent out and gpt two fine fresh fish . I hare
learned to cook rice like the orientals; Will is so
fond of it. We eat it with catsup or curry.

We are well and harpy but are keeping -clo se in
the house on account of the bad roads. More snow
has fallen in the last few days than all winter before

I have so much to tell you I wish I could see you
and then ray tongue would fly!

Lots of love to you and to all .



Seoul, Korea
Jan. 8, 1893.

Dear Kill and Jennie,

Your letter wrl tten Thanksgiving was received
Jan. 4th and the one written Nov. 13 did not come until
Jan. 5. Tv,e package of Independents came also, and a

letter from Kill's home. We had Just had our dinner
so we sat dov.n and had another and better feast
I think of you so much. I dont think a day passes but
ID think of you and wonder what Pa and Ma are doing.
When you said you had not been horn for three weeks
and did not see how you could stand it another week
I thot If I could come home in four ye ar s I would
better. I am very happy and especially since we are in
our new home, but homesickness will od rre sometimes.

It will soon be two months since we arrived and
one month next Sunday since we moved dov.n here . The
house is very large with nine rooms, but we only heat
three with our two stoves. I think we are at least one
half mile from the other foreigners; we teve Koreans
on every side. By having our yard surrounded ty a wall
and a gate-servant w e a re not bothered with sight-seers.
Kill has quite a number of call ers and usually they
are very polite to me. All Korean men use the most
jbojbite language to the foreign women while to their ovn
wives they use the low language. We use the low forms
to the servants and they use the polite forms to us.
These forms are found mostly in the verbs and in salu-
tations. We would prefer using the polite forms all
the time but the older missionaries advise against it.

It is best to adopt Korean custom, for if the servants
had polite forms used to them they would soon feel equal
or greater than the master and it would unfl t them for
work. The language is very difficult and the helps are
scarce and the teachers h&w no conception of how to
teach. At present I have no teacher; my time is devoted
to housekeeping and teaching the boy to work. You would
laugh to hear him groan over the washing but he does it
nicely. He almost get dimer alone today and he washes

dishes very well but I have to keep an eye on everything.
They haven't any conception of our ideals of cleanliness
poor people, they dont know any better, Hou sekeeping i s

no easy task out here if we do have servants, for the
houses are very inconvenient. All the water we use is
carried % of a mile in buckets; it is pure and g)od so
we use it without boiling.

We can but so many things out here such as rice,
chickens, eggs, fish, beef, milk, chestnuts, walnuts,
peanuts and buckwheat, and in summer fruits of most any
kind. There are many tilings brought over from Japan
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and China. We hove sent to Chefoo for some beef and

mutton, for we feel afraid of the beef here. We have a
good sucply of stores from San Francisco, also some from
Kobe . The last mail we sent an order vh ich will come
about the first of April. We hope to have a gpod garden
this summer, and when we are once settled we shall have
a cow

.

Will is study! ng wi th his teacher. I have finished
my work and have se t the boy to washing. I am making
orange marmalade; we can get nice oranges from Japan
and they cost very little.

Our Sundays hero are not so different from those at
home. We have breakfast about nine, and dinner about
three, and spend the day readi rg .We always attend the
services. We \vere never out on such streets as those
of yesterday; it had rained and thawed and the little
dirty roads were a black slush. It is no worse in the
middle of the roads at home. There are no side-walks
no place to walk but in the mud. If ever anyone needed
a nice pleasant home it is the missionary, for all the
sights outside are Anything but pleasant. They say that
this is the dlrtest place in Korea, and I think in the
world. We will be glad to be sent to some other place.
We want to gp to Wonsan, a port on t he eastern coast
of Korea. They say it is the nicest place in Korea
to live. During the rainy season the missiomries do
not have to leave as they do here. There is a doctor
there and another going in March.

Just now the boy called me into the kitchen to see
the oranges an d he was tare to the waist ,

wash ing for
all that was in him. They do some rfcdiculous things.

Hurrah for Clevelan dl We gp t the news in three or
four days after election.

It surely would be ni ce fo r yo ur^fo Iks to get the
Post office Job; I hope you w ill get it.

I will close for thl s time and may write more before
the mai 1 leaves

.

Later:. The mall leaves Friday and we are busy getting
letters ready. This afternoon we had five callers.
I was glad to have someone come; we are so far away
it is quite an effort for them to cone especially
while the roads are so bad.

This afternoon Will went out on the street and in
15 min. sold one hubdred calendars; he has 2000 to
sell. They oontain the Korean calenday and some Bible
verses. They sell for five cash leach, one tenth of a

cent.
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He said he never had aich a flinny experience; they
flocked around him like sheep/ Our experiences here
are many and \aried; I dont always see the funny side
but Will does.

I wonder what kind of a Christmas you folks had.
It did not seem much like holidays here. We ate our
Christmas dinner alone, chicken, pumpkin pie, etc.
Will went hunting and brought home duck for New Years.
I roasted it and had an excell aot dinner. Monday night
after Christmas re were invited to the Vintons, the
Invitations sent out were quite cuming.

"Ye expatriated conmlttee of ye Bresby ter ian s in
Seoul will meet to pluck ye Yule-tide fruit
from ye ancient yule- tree at ye house of Dame
Vinton on ye evening of December 26th at 7;30
by ye shado.w of ye dial."

They had a regular old time Christmas tree and
served a nice lunch. Each ore received so me thing, -

Will got a nice silk handkerchief and I a pen-wiper.
Will got me a beautiful vase, a Chinese fan, ard a
powder box- a funny present as I never use powder!
Presents are rather scarce here, yet there are four
very nice Chinese stores with foreign g^ods.

I wish you could come and see how nice we live
and the many geo d things we feast on. We have been
having buckwheat cakes and maple syrup for breakfast.
Today we sent out and gpt two fine fresh fi£h . I hare
learned to cook rice like the orientals; Will is so
fond of it. We eat it with catsup or curry.

We are well and harpy but are keeping close in
the house on account of the bad roads. More snow
has fallen in the last few days than all winter before.

I have so much to tell you I wish I oould see you
and then my tongue would fly!

Lots of love to you and to all .

i



To the Hon. Wm. A. Ashbrook* Johnstown, Ohio

Seoul, Korea - Jan. 10, 1893
Dear Bro. Will,

Thank you for your kind letter, and especially for
sending us your papers. I am glad to learn that my
matter is acceptable. I assure you it is given with
great pleasure. Am sorry that the two articles
which I send with this mail have necessarily been
so long delayed. Since we arrived there have been
so many things hanging over our heads fthat I was
unable to finish my articles on Japan. In writing
this last the matter so rolled in upon me that I

found my article getting too long, so I just made
two of it! As I get time I shall try to tell, in
your columns, all I can learn about Korea.
My letters may not be very regular because I am
subject to many, and sometimes long, interruptions.
I wish you could step into our cozy home here in
Seoul. The view would be something the like of
which could be seen in no other part of the world.
But I tell you Will, we have it awfully nice here.
The Coreans will do and everything in the world
for us if we just give the time . But we have no
wordin our vocabulary to measure the slowness of
speed with which they work.

Your bro.. Will.
Regards to you and yours.

To Mrs. W.A.Ashbrook. Jan. 10, 1893

Dear Jennie,
Friday afternoon. In one hour the mail

must go to the office, I have been so busy doing
my work and getting the mail ready that I hardly
know what I want to write. We were invited to the
U.S. Minister's to dinner this evening, but I have
to keep my thumb tied up so we declined. It is
getting much better. I hate to put you to the
trouble, but I must have a dark dress for summer.
We will go to Cheefoo, I presume, and spend the
months of the rainy season.

My first note will be due the first of July
and then you take all the pay out of it. I do hate
to put you to this trouble, but we can get nothing
out here, and it is necessary for me to have them.

We are well and happy; are kept pretty close in
the house on account of the bad roads and the snow.
More snow has fallen in the last few days than all
winter before. We must start the gateman to the
office.. I trust you will not worry about suiting me
for I wall be perrectly satisfied with whatever' you
Cet. I.ove to all.your sister, Sallie F.Swallen



To the Hon. Wm. A. Ashbrook? Johnstown, Ohio

Seoul, Korea - Jan. 10, 1893
Dear Bro. Will,

Thank you for your kind letter, and especially for
sending us your paoers. I am glad to learn that my
matter is acceptable. I assure you it is given with
great pleasure. Am sorry that the two articles
which I send with this mail have necessarily been
so long delayed. Since we arrived there have been
so many things hanging over our heads that I was
unable to finish my articles on Japan. In writing
this last the matter so rolled in upon me that I

found my article getting too long, so I just made
two of it! As I get time I shall try to tell, in
your columns, all I can learn about Korea.
My letters may not be very regular because I am
subject to many, and sometimes long, interruptions.
I wish you could step into our cozy home here in
Seoul. The view would be something the like of
which could be seen in no other part of the world.
But I tell you Will, we have it awfully nice here.
The Coreans will do and everything in the world
for us if we just give the time . But we have no
wordin our vocabulary to measure the slowness of
speed with which they work.

Your bro., Will.
Regards to you and yours.

To Mrs. W. A.Ashbrook. Jan. 10, 1893

Dear Jennie,
Friday afternoon. In one hour the mail

must go to the office, I have been so busy doing
my work and getting the mail ready that I hardly
know what I want to write. We were invited to the
U.S. Minister's to dinner this evening, but I have
to keep my thumb tied up so we declined. It is
getting much better. I hate to put you to the
trouble, but I must have a dark dress for summer.
We will go to Cheefoo, I presume, and spend the
months of the rainy season.

My first note will be due the first of July
and then you take all the pay out of it. I do hate
to put you to this trouble, but we can get nothing
out here, and it is necessary for me to have them.

We are well and happy; are keot pretty close in
the house on account of the bad roads and the snow.
More snow has fallen in the last few days than all
winter before. We must stsrt the gateman to the

office.. I trust you will not worry about suiting me
for I will be perfectly satisfied with whatever you
get. Love to all.your sister, Sallie F.Swallen



Seoul, Korea
Feb. 5, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

Your most welcome letter received Just after ve

sent our mail to the offioe. As yet I have not failed
to get a letter ready for home on every mail, and as
another goes on Wed. I thot I could not better1 spend
this evening than by writ i rg to you. This is the
first Sunday I hav e stay ed all da.y at home since we
cane to Korea, but it has been a very happy day and
I feel well spent. I enjoyed so much the "Womens’ work
for Women" which I shall send on to you as it has an
article bv Mrs. Gale about the women of Korea.

A lady in Chicago sent us a great many papers which I

so much enjoy, and the Independent I simply devour.

I am glad Will ' s articles on Korea are an Joyed;
he has devoted himss If so closely to the language be

has not had time to write many. In March Mr. Lee,
Mr. Moffatt and he will take a trip to PyengYang . He
will try to write some before he goes and vh en he
returns he will have many things of interest to tell .

With an eveangelist he will make a trip thru Whang- hai
Do province and return to Seoul the last of April,
while Mr. Mo ffatt makes a trip thru the north, and
Mr. Lee remains in PyengYang. For three or four weeks
Will will not see a foreigner and be compelled to
speak nothing but Korean. I hate to have him go, but
it is necessary for all missionaries to go to the
country to learn the language, and they meet a better
class of peoole in the country than here in the city.

They will take provisions along, and our house boy v/ill

go with Y;ill to do his cooking. To eat Korean food is
Impossible, and the best accommodations are very bad.
They will take bedding along and all necessary articles
fo r their ao mf ort.

They will try and buy property at PyengYang this
time and open a place for services. There are a
number of Christians in the north and the missionaries
are kindly received. Dr. Hall of the Methodist Mission
is going to PyengYang to buy prone rty and his wife
expects to go in the Fall . Boats run within 17 miles
of the city up the Great East river. Dr. Hall says
that it is one of the prettiest and most desirable
places in Korea. The coal mines are up "there

,
and the

country is fertile aid well cultivated; the people are
a well-to-do set of Koreans and the ones who are
Christians got a copy of the New Testament translated
by Mr. Ross of Manchuria and studied the V\ord of God
and believed and are glad to see the missionaries.
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We expect Mr. and Mrs. Moore to rove In the
east part of our house before Will gees. I wont stay
alone; I never stay alone after 8 or 9 p.m.

This afternoon at 2:33 the first services for
Koreans re re held here on our oo mpound in a Korean
room about 8 by 12 whi di Will has fixed up for a
study . Will and Mr. Moore led the sirglng and
Mr. Saw, the evangelist, did the preaching; only men
were present, about 20, all seated on the floor.
I counted 20 more on the porch who ecu Id hear quite
as well as those inside. It was interesting to me to
sit at the window and watch t be m. They do look so
queer in their white dress; some wear wooden shoes
rather like stilts to keep up out of the mud. Two
men sent their shoes to the kitchen for fear they
would be £?.ken, so Will had our se rvant watch the
shoes. I feel the meetings here will do much good.
The people are anxious to hear, some thru curiosity
and some eager to he ^r the message. No doubt many
never heerd such a message before. I wish yo u co uld
see the boys and girls in the Mission schools; whit
a contrast they are to the children on the street 1

You would see what Christianity does for the heathen.

I want to make one suggestion to you, and you
think and pray over it and then proceed to do a s

you think best. The Methodists have a girls' ard
boys' school here, about 29 gi'rls- I dont know how
many boys. Mrs. Scranton, a lovely lad/-

,
is a t the

head of the girls' school, and Mr. George H Jones
has dia rge of the boys' school. The Pre sby teri ans
have a similiar school, with Miss Doty and Mr. Moff att
in charge of them. I asked them whit the expense is
to support a pupil for one year; Miss Doty thinks
30 yen would support a girl for one year, and

Mr. Moffatt said about 25 yen for a boy. The boys
are past ten years old before they come into the
sdiool and the y a re kept until they c an ep out and
be useful men. The girls, according to custom, are
married off before they are seventeen. The relatives
take the matter in hand, and may marry them to some
heathen, or given to a man for a concubine, so th e

ladies see to it that the girls are uarried to

Christian men.

What I want to say is that if ye u think best
please present the matter to your Epworth League
and Sunday sdiool and see if they will not support a

boy or girl in one of our schools. They teach English
in the M.E. school, so in time the one you support
could write you a letter. I trust you will think
seriously and pray earnestly over this matter. I know
it would be a great blessing to yo u all to do so.
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Yesterday was a busy day; I studied two hours,
got dinner, superintended the washing, and entertained
callers a while. Today also has been busy. This house
is gping to have a thorough repairing. I will be glad
when we can build a nd settle in our new station at
Py eng Yang. Mr. Mpff att told us there are only one or

two Chris t la rs in PyergYang, a city of about 100,000
.people. Yet I am not anxious to go there for a while
until we feel perfectly safe to live there. If th e
Lord wants the north of Korea opened and PyengYarg to

be the center of the work, the way will be opened
and He will make the path & ear fo r us . Reports from
Africa, India, China and ^ersia are far worse than
anything we have come in contact with yet. One very
pleasant feature of our work is that the Koreans treat
the foreigners with the most kindness.

One very important question in the Mission now
is that of building. We have asked that a man vho
understands building thoroughly be sent to put up the
buildings which are so badly needed in Korea. I trust
that the native tile roof will soon be done away with
and gdlvanized iron be used. As scarce as timber is

beams are used as large as any beam in our bam, and
wholly visible altho in our sitting room. These support
the heavy roof. The ceiling was a curiosity to us
with the rafters showing. The wirdows are large and
swing open on hinges.

When I have time to go to the Jaoanese settle-
ment to select some Korean photographs, I shall send you
some. I must close for this time. I trust pu will
write very soon.



Seou 1 ,
Korea

Feb. 20,1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

Your letter of Jan. 2 received one week ago.
We had Just sat down to supper when the boy brought
the mail in and we feasted on home news for some time.
We use-d to think that we could appreciate mall but
sfirnce coming to a lonely country like this with mail
only once in two weeks, any kind of mail is appreciated
and especially letters -from home. I trust you can find
time to w rite often for your lett erschee r me and do me so

much good.

We are enjoying the best of health; neither of
us has had a real bad cold this w'inter, and Will is
looking quite diff eren t f ron what he did last summer,

-

his clothes are getting quite tight. He is in the very
best trim to make his first trip in the country. Two
weeks from today he will start for PyengYang with
Ur. Lee and Ur. Mqffatt. He expects to be gone six
weeks or two months. It takes about eight days to
make the trip to PyengYang, a distance of about 180 ml.
They expect to stay in ?y erg Yang two weeks. I have been
busy getting his outfit ready, '."ill is having a folding
cot made; at night he will surroung the legs with
insect powder and the "millions" carr.ot sleep with him!
With the Cotton pad and comfort I lave made, I think he

will have a comfortable bed. He ha s riade two wooden boxes
to carry his eatables and clothing; these vi 11 be
strapped on each side of a pony, the bed and bedding in
a heavy canvas bag is put on top between the boxes and
then he will ride on top. I presume there will be
several ponies to carry the cash. It will be quite a
caravan, and a funny sight!

W e are very busy at present packing up to move.
This house is to have a complete change made so two
families can occupy it, and it is necessary for us to

move into three little rooms at Miss Doty’s house.
It will be very nice for me vhile Will is absent.
We hope to move bade about the first of June. It is a
great bother to move, but the house will be more con-
venient when it is done. All the brides arebrough t on
pack ponies, each pony carrying 50 bricks. The lime i3
carried on the backs of coolies; when they are unloaded
the men sit down and have a smoke. The yard has been
swarming with Koreans all day. They like to come in our
yard and fly kites; men will spend the whole day flying
kites. It really is the only sport they haw and they
are exceedingly good at it, altho they are amoyed by
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the kites catching on the roofs and the string tr eakin

Today Will and I were invited to call at the
home of my teacher. His father and mother are dead
and he lives with an uncle. Last Friday, Feb. 17, was
the Chinese and Korean New Year, which was a very
big day for them. The weather was bitterly cold but
they had their wares spread out in the street for a
week beforehand, and there the merlhants stood all
day selling all they coul d. The brass ware was the
most attractive, glittering beautifully in the sun.
The better class people use principally brass ware
for all purooses in the house,- bowls of all' sizes,
candlesticks and basin?.as well as other vessels of
which we did not know the use . The dinner s ets were
quite cunning, a dozen or more litt le pieces on a
small table about a foot high. I wish I could send
some home but they are too bulky to mall. When ve

come we can bring all such things. These sights are
interesting to us, yet there are so many unpleasant
with which we come in contact. We are great curios-

v— ities to the people and we are not out long before a
big crowd is following us and when we stop to look
at anything they feel our clothes and examine us
generally. Prehaps when we lopk around a child just
broken out with small pox or one Just over it is by

\ our side. Now dont be frightened, for w e are not.
We can scarcely walk out on the street but what we
see a child just recovering from this most dreaded
disease. It is so coran on here; I dont suppose there
is a grown person in Korea who has not had small- pox
They think it strange that we foreigners have not
had it. Of course we are all vaccinated and keep as
clear of it as possible.lt almost seems strange, but
we do not have the dread of such thirgs out here as
we do at home. You need not let this worry you in
the least.

Will is writing a letter on Korea. He has very 1

little time for writing with his other work . His
country trips will be interesting, no doubt. If I

could only come home and stay Awhile he is gone I

would be delighted. But I cant, so will devote all
v my time to study.

I hope you will write often.

\



Seoul, Korea
April 4

, 1893
Dear Terza and Family,

Your very kind letter received last Friday morning.
It is so nice to have you all add your mite and make
up a long letter. I wish you would do it often.

I cannot tell you how your letters are appreciated.
I feel like immediately answering so I can have an
answer soon. I know how busy you all how, and how much
work you have to do, but you must do as I do,- just take
the time to write once in a while. I have so many to
whom I try to write, and it takes time.
I got off seven letters the last mail, and I want to

send as many this time, if I can only get the time to
write them. I have Will’s teacher while he is gone, and
I try to study all I can. The language is slow and hard
work, and just now the garden is on hand. I had it
spaded and the neds made, a.nd some seeds planted, when
it began raining, so I haven’t got to olant the rest
yet. We got our seeds in San Francisco, and had the

small ones come through the mail, fhe potatoes and
onionsand seed-corn I expect on the next steamer. We
have a garden, I presume, half as large as yours, and
we have to make it all in beds, so of course we waste
some of the ground. It is necessary on account of the
very heavy rains in July and August. We would have had

a great deal more, but Mr. and Mrs, Sam Moore are going
to move in part of the house after the repairing is done
so of course we divided the yard and garden. I hired
two men one day to spade, gave them 600 cash apiece,
equal to about 18 cents. I stood by and gave orders;
when I was out of sight they spent some time on the
spade, but I saw it was done and done as I wanted it.
I see that all the seeds are planted as they should be
and now I presume it will keep our gate- servant busy
watching and tending it. Gardens out here are great
luxuries. I want to have a splendid one. I just love
to be out-doors and have my fingers in the dirt.

I expect Will home in two weeks. I want to have the
garden all made \\hen he gets home. He has been gone four
weeks yesterday. He with Mr. Sam Moffett and Graham Lee
sent north to open a station at Pyeng Yang, a city
about the size of Columbus, with very few, if any,

Christians there. Mr. Moffett thought there might be
two believeing men. I have had three letters from him;
received one yesterday written March 25. They had not
bought the property when he wrote, but were hopeful
that they would get what they want. The site they had

in view is outside the city wall on the slope of the
mountain, a high and beautiful place near enough to

the Koreans .ana yet away from the stench of the city.
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We are waiting anxiously, to hear if they bought.
Will s$tys that Pyeng Yang is a much nicer place than
Seoul. The location is better and there are very few
Myang-bans M (Korean gentlemen) who think it a disgrace
to work, and will really starve before they will work.
Seoul is full of such people. They spend their time in
the study of Chinese, so they can pass the official
examination and can have rank, but our teacher told me
the other day that a poor man, no matter how well he
could read and write Chinese and could pass the exam-

ination, if his father and father's father, and so on,
had not rank before him, there was no use for him to

try,- he could not have a high rank, nor bould he hold
an official position. The lower classes are to be
pitied. They have no encouragement if they do work hard
and lay up more than they use, these gentlemen take it
from them. Our teacher told us that sunpose he owned a
coal-mine, had ooened it and was receiving a good
profit, the king found it out, he would deman it all of
him. If he refused to give it up, he would lose his head
without a doubt. This Government needs a reformation,
and only Christianity and Western civilization will
bring it about. Think what Japan was 30 years ago!
and see what she is today! I think the Koreans like the
Chinaman has more "3ack-bone n (if you will allow the
expression) than the Japanese. The Japanese are all
bows and smiles. Not so the Koreans. Of course there
ard nice-looking men among the Japanese, but many more
fine looking men among the Koreans, and I never saw a
nice looking Chinaman until we arrived in the East.

The better /(class of Chinese are not in America.
He said Korea are the merchant class. In Seoul are
four large Chinese stores with mostly American and

English goods. English goods are cheaper than the
American, yet we find it cheaper and better to send
to America for our goods. I think we can get along
very well by sending twice each year. Our groceries
for summer and Fall are coming quite soon on the next
steamer, I hope. It takes over three months for us to
get our goods, -that is, from the time we order.

I wish you could cone and make us a visit, and see
how we do live away out here in this heathen land.
Our table would not be so different from yours, except
the milk and pork. We do not care for pork out here.
If you would see the swine once, you would not wonder.
The milk is better than none, but of course boiling it
spoils it very much. The canned milk does very well
for cooking, but I do not like it for the table.
The butter we have is splendid. It is canned in 2 lb.
cans. All the canned goods are very nice.
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I sent for l-L dozen fruit cans to can some fruit this
summer. Now I am sorry that I did not send for more.
They tell us v:e can get nice fruit here. I intend to
make all my own jellies and jam and put up my pickles.
I wish you would tell me how to put pickles down in
brine. How much salt you use. I may not have cans to
put the pickles up, so I will put them up in brine.
We can buy real nice Korean jars, but they are such an
ill shape. A house-keeper out here, even with servants,
dont have much time for other things other than her
household duties, if she expects to keep her house in
good order.

As our house and yard are the only clean and attract-
ive places, I am quite anxious to make then the very
best I know how. It has been very rainy and cloudy for
several days; seems more like the Snrings at home; when
it is sunshine all the time we feel glad; when there is
a change I always when at home like to cut and sew rags
and piece quilts such gloomy days. Now I am sewing and

writing letters. I am making a wrapper out of some
English goods I got here. I wish for Addie to help me
out, but when there is no help we can go ahead and get
it done someway. That is the way I have done. I will
put in a scrap of the material. I t rust this will find
you as well as it leaves me.

I will also send a letter to Ma in this mail. What
wouldn’t I give to see her and you and all of you.
I do trust and pray their lives may be spared that
I may see them once more. That is the greatest trial
I have to bear,- to be separated from them. Oh how
my heart pains and throbs when I think of them!
You know how you feel when you cannot go home just
when you want to. But you can, and I can’t.
Sometimes I think I never can stay away seven or
eight years, but God will give me the strength,
I know. No money would tempt me to live in the East.
I would not stay here one day if I did not feel that
the Lord had called us/ here to work in His service.
It gives us great strength and comfort to know we
arehere only for the Master, and His Business.
As for a physical comfort is concerned, I presume we
are today better off " -n the Home missionaries on
the frontiers, and their salary is usually so small
that <t,hey cannot visit their friends any oftener than
we can/ The Home Board sees that we are well cared for
and try in every way to make their missionaries as com-
fortable as possible , .Whilb is a great trial to be
separated from our dear ones, yet it is natural, we
cant alwa.ys expect to live under the parental roof.

May the Lord bless and keep you very close to Himself
and in health and peace.
You cannot write too often. Lovingly your sister

and Aunt, S.F.S.



Seoul, Korea
April 4, 1893

Dear Terza and Family,

Your very kind letter received last Friday morning.
It is so nice to have you all add your mite and make
up a long letter. I wish you would do it often.

I cannot tell you how your letters are appreciated.
I feel like immediately answering so I can have an
answer soon. I know how busy you all how, and how much
work you have to do, but you must do as I do,- just take
the time to write once in a while. I have so many to
whom I try to write, and it takes time.
I got off seven letters the last mail, and I want to

send as many this time, if I can only get the time to
write them. I have Will's teacher while he is gone, and
I try to study all I can. The language is slow and hard
work, and just now the garden is on hand. I had it
spaded and the neds made, and some seeds planted, when
it began raining, so I haven't got to plant the rest
yet. We got our seeds in San Francisco, and had the

small ones come through the mail. The potatoes and
onionsand seed-corn I expect on the next steamer. We
have a garden, I presume, half as large as yours, and
we have to make it all in beds, so of course we waste
some of the ground. It is necessary on account of the
very heavy rains in July and August. We would have had

a great deal more, but Mr. and Mrs, Sam Moore are going
to move in part of the house after the repairing is done
so of course we divided the yard and garden. I hired
two men one day to spade, gave them 600 cash apiece,
equal to about 18 cents. T stood by and gave orders;
when I was out of sight they spent some time on the
spade, but I saw it was done and done as I v;anted it.
I see that all the seeds are planted as they should be

and now I presume it will keep our gate-servant busy
Watching and tending it. Gardens out here are great
luxuries. I want to have a splendid one. I just love
to be out-doors and have my fingers in the dirt.

I expect Will home in two weeks. I want to have the
garden all made v.hen he gets home. He has been gone four
weeks. yesterday. He with Mr. Sam Moffett and Graham Lee
sent north to open a station at Pyeng Yang, a city
about the size of Columbus, with very few, if any,

Christians there. Mr. Moffett thought there might be
two believeing men. I have had three letters from him;
received one yesterday written March 25. They had not
bought the property when he wrote, but were hopeful
that they would get what they want. The site they had

in view is outside the city wall on the slope of the
mountain, a high and beautiful place near enough to

the Koreans and yet away from the stench of the city.
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We are waiting anxiously, to hear if they bought.
Will syys that Pyeng Yang is a much nicer place than
Seoul. The location is better and there are very few
"yang-bans” (Korean gentlemen) who think it a disgrace
to work, and will really starve before they will work.
Seoul is full of such people. They spend their time in
the study of Chinese, so they can pass the official
examination and can have rank, but our teacher told me
the other day that a poor man, no matter how well he
could read and write Chinese and could pass the exam-

ination, if his father and father’s father, and so on,
had not rank before him, there was no use for him to

try,- he could not have a high rank, nor bould he hold
an official position. The lower classes are to be
pitied. They have no encouragement if they do work hard
and lay up more than they use, these gentlemen take it
from them. Our teacher told us that suppose he owned a
coal-mine, had ooened it and was receiving a good
profit, the king found it out, he would deman it all of
him. If he refused to give it up, he would lose his head
without a doubt. This Government needs a reformation,
and only Christianity and Western civilization will
bring it about. Think what Japan was 30 years ago!
and see what she is today! I think the Koreans like the
Chinaman has more M3ack-bone M (if you will allow the
expression) than the Japanese. The Japanese are all
bows and smiles. Not so the Koreans. Of course there
arg nice-looking men among the Japanese, but many more
fine looking men among the Koreans, and I never saw a
nice looking Chinaman until we arrived in the East.

The better ^elass of Chinese are not in America.
He said Korea are the merchant class. In Seoul are
four large Chinese stores with mostly American and

English goods. English goods are cheaper than the
American, yet we find it cheaper and better to send
to America for our goods. I think we can get along
very well by sending twice each year. Our groceries
for summer and Fall are coming quite soon on the next
steamer, I hope. It takes over three months for us to
get our goods, -that is, from the time we order.

I wish you could come and make us a visit, and see
how we do live away out here in this heathen land.
Our table would not be so different from yours, except
the milk and pork. We do not care for pork out here.
If you would see the swine once, you would not wonder.
'The milk is better than none, but of course boiling it
spoils it very much. The canned milk does very well
for cooking, but I do not like it for the table.
The butter we have is splendid. It is canned in 2 lb.
cans. All the canned goods are very nice.
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I sent for 1-j dozen fruit cans to can some fruit this
summer. Now I am sorry that I did not send for more.
They tell us we can get nice fruit here. I intend to
make all my own jellies and jam and put up my pickles.
I wish you would tell me how to put pickles down in
brine. How much salt you use. I may not have cans to
put the pickles up, so I will put them up in brine.
We can buy real nice Korean jars, but they are such an
ill shape. A house-keeper out here, even with servants,
dont have much time for other things other than her
household duties, if she expects to keep her house in
good order.

As our house and yard are the only clean and attract-
ive places, I am quite anxious to make them the very
best I know how. It has been very rainy and cloudy for
several days; seems more like the Snrings at home; when
it is sunshine all the time we feel glad; when there is
a change I always when at home like to cut and sew rags
and piece quilts such gloomy days. Now I am sewing and

writing letters. I am making a wrapper out of some
English goods I got here. I wish for Addie to help me
out, but when there is no help we can go ahead and get
it done someway. That is the way I have done. I will
put in a scrap of the material. I t rust this will find
you as well as it leaves me.

I will also send a letter to Ma in this mail. What
wouldn't I give to see her and you and all of you.
I do trust and pray their lives may be spared that
I may see them once more. That is the greatest trial
I have to bear,- to be separated f "om them. Oh how
my heart pains and throbs when I think of them!
You know how you feel when you cannot go home just
when you want to. But you can, and I can't.
Sometimes I think I never can stay away seven or
eight years, but God will give me the strength,
I know. No money would tempt me to live in the East.
I would not stay here one day if I did not feel that
the Lord had called us/ here to work in His service.
It gives us great strength and comfort to know we
arehere only for the Master, and His Business.
As for a physical comfort is concerned, I presume we
are today better off ' an the Home missionaries on
the frontiers, and their salary is usually so small
that ^tjiey cannot visit their friends any oftener than
we can/ The Home Board sees that we are well cared for
and try in every way to make their missionaries as com-
fortable as possible , .White is a great triol to be
separated from our dear ones, yet it is natural, we
cant always expect to live under the parental roof.

May the Lord bless and keep you very close to Himself
and in health and peace.
You cannot write too often. Lovingly your sister

and Aunt, S.F.S.
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Dear Sister Jennie,

When I think of it, it has been sometime since I

wrote you. I write to some of the family almost
every week. You are so kind to write so often, I

feel sometimes I ought to write to you. Whenever
the mail leaves to you, but with all my work,
Korean study and so many letters to write, it seems
almost impossible. Will came home last Saturday
about noon after an absence of 6 weeks. He is well
and looks so well. He stands traveling in the country
splendid, xan eat quite a little of the Korean food.
Our boy proved himself the kindest and most faithful
boy. He would buy eggs and make omelet, and cook
them in different ways. Also he got Korean flour
which is very similar to ours, Graham, and made
batter cakes. I sent some baking-powder along. They
brought a little foreign food back. Will is proof
from all bugs; they all stay away from him. I only
found three in all his clothes, and they were regular
Korean body-lice. Almost all Koreans have lice in
their heads and on their bodies, and the fleas are
numerous here. Poor Mr. Lee, they all pitch on him I

If there were ever happy people we were they when
Will came home. It is hard enough to endure separation
at home, but the anxiety we have out here cannot be

put into words. For three weeks Will was traveling in
the country with a native evangelist. During that
tine he spoke no English. He traveling about 600 mi.

So altogether he traveled about 800 mi. while out.
I shall not attempt to narrate anyof his adventures
which he has told me, but simply say that they bought
beautiful property and thought they could soon go
into Pyeng Yang and begin work. Soon after Will left
Pyeng Yang, Lee and Moffett were still there, one
night the people came in great numbers and moaned and
lamented and besought them to leave at once, as the
men who had sold to them and to Dr. Hall werein
prison and would be kept there and perhaps killed,
if they did not give up the deed and leave.

Dr. Moffett called upon the governor and asked
him if he had issued an order for the foreigners to
leave the city. After considerable humming and hawing
he replied, "No”. And Moffett told him of course he

knew better. They all had passports a.nd had a right
there, but of course the foreigners have no right to

buy property, and cannot; out of the treaty ports all
property is bought through Christian Koreans.
According to the laws of this country we have no
right to teach Christianity, and really no right to
go out of the ports to live. Of course Mr. Lee and
Mr. Moffett gave up their deeds, or the natives did
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rather, and they left and started for Wuiju, a city
about 200 mi. north. When out one day Hr. Lee was
taken sick and they turned and went to Wonsan, a city

about 180 mi. east of Pyeng Yang. There they could hav

foreign doctors. Mr. Lee got much better before they
arrived there. He will stay there this summer, and
help build a Mission house. Mr. Moffett returned to

Seoul yesterday. Now it is difficult to say when a

station can be opened in Pyeng Yang. I doubt if we
ever go there until it is opened, as a treaty port

that is Will and myself. We must live where we can
have home protection. We foreign missionaries are

much safer than the native Christians if there should
ever come an uprising. Here of late the natives have
been some alarmed about the people in the south called
the "Hawktongs". They are a sort of a spiritualist
lot of people and they have begged the king to drive
all the foreigners out and some of the hative
Christians here are afraid that we will have to go,
andthen they, the Koreans, will have their heads cut
off. 3ut there is not a foreign who has been the
least bit alarmed. We heard yesterday that there were
two men-of-war at Chemulpo, one American and on
British. I saw some of the officers in the American
Minister’s yard. How nice it did seem to see some
Americans! No doubt the Koreans are trembling about
now and yet one of the educated teachers said some-
time ago that if the gun-boats came in to the Korean

harbor that the Koreans would go down and pour water
on them. We have had many laughs over such absurd

ideas. Do not give yourselves the least uneasiness,
for we are safe here, and haven't lost a minute's
sleep, and give ourselves no uneasiness.

You cannot imagine how the Koreans exaggerate.
Great rumors will be going the rounds when there is
very little truth in it.

I have so much I want to tell you that I could
write a long, long time, but time is lacking this
time. Since Will came bad: we are boarding; our rooms

here are so little and hot that I could not cook.
We hope to get moved back to Kon-Don-Kol about the
last of May. Our boy tends our garden and watches the
gate. We dismissed the gate-servant. Our garden is
coming up nicely. The early rose potatoes came so
nice, also the onions. Yesterday we put out 82 plants
of strawberries and a grape cutting. We want to put
out some blackberries if we can get the sprouts.
This is the most delightful weather. The peaches and
apricots are in full bloom; also the early flowers

.

Por the next mail I will write you a long letter, also
one to Etta. 7 felt bad I could not write to her this
time. Tell her I will never forget her and will write,
the next time.
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Give my love to all. Will will write about his
trip as soon as he has time.

Your sister, Sallie F. Swallen

Supplement _for you ,
-

No doubt you will often get a supplement to your
letters from now on. I wrote in my other letter that
I sent to San Francisco for some of my clothes, and
with what I can get here I can get along very nicely
I am having the Amah work all the clothes with fancy
stitches and I embroidered one red flannel skirt.
I want to embroider a little flannel dress. After we
get to Kon-don-kol I will make the dresses. I intend
to teach the Amah to hemstitch, so I will have the
plain goods hemstitched and not put any trimming on
the bottom. I have made two little comforts out of
some cheese-cloth and silk-a-line I bought. I intend
to buy a Korean basket and make my own crib.

Mrs. Jenkin who has a baby 3 weeks old made a nice
crib out of a large Korean basket. I shall buy very
little goods here but put up with what I have until
you can send mesome. I do not want to send to San F.

for goods; they are very dear there. So I thought
as Add was going to send us some maple sugar and Ma
said she would send a box, I thought one box would do
for the whole. You could buy the clothes arid put
them in the box, then if I want to make them in long

clothes I can, or save them for short ones. I got an
idea of what Mrs. Moore has, so I got samples of her
goods, and sewed them ona sheet, and you can see
what they are and use your own judgment in the price
and quality. It takes about 2-§- yds. for a long dress

and about 2 yds for a slip. Embroidery for a dress
well trimmed, about 4-i- yds; for a skirt, about 2\ yds
I dont know how many to tell you to get but you can
send enough goods for at least 12 dresses and slips,
and some cambric or linen. for skirts. Different
widths for dresses and skirts; two bolts of birdseye
cotton for diapers, 24 in. wide; white flannel, about
5 or 6 yds; red flannel 4 yds; and red yarn and some
shade of lace. -§- doz. bolts of herring-bone trimming
for covering seams; torchon lace, at least 3 or 4

different widths, and some lace insertion to match
some of the lace. The quantity of both lace and
insertion and embrodery, use your own judgment.

All the things you send will never come amiss out
here. We often have a chance to sell buttons and many
things to each other out here.

A baby cloak,- I dont know what to say. Babies
are not taken out very much here, and yet the ladies

call with their children. I believe you may send me
cream cashmere enough for one, witha silk-dot in it
if you can get it and I can line it with Korean silk
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Give my love to all. Will will write about his
trip as soon as he has time.

Your sister, Sallie F. Swallen

Supplement _f oj: you ,
-

No doubt you will often get a supplement to your
letters from now on. I wrote in my other letter that
I sent to San Francisco for some of my clothes, and
with what I can get here I can get along very nicely
I am having the Am ah work all the clothes with fancy
stitches and I embroidered one red flannel skirt.
I want to embroider a little flannel dress. After we
get to Kon-don-kol I will make the dresses. I intend
to teach the Amah to hemstitch, so I will have the
plain goods hemstitched and not put any trimming on

the bottom. I have made two little comforts out of
some cheese-cloth and silk-a-line I bought. I intend
to buy a Korean basket and make my own crib.

Mrs. Jenkin who has a baby 3 weeks old made a nice
crib out of a large Korean basket. I shall buy very
little goods here but put up with what I have until
you can send mesome. I do not want to send to San F.

for goods; they are very dear there. So I thought
as Add was going to send us some maple sugar and Ma
said she would send a box, I thought one box would do
for the whole. You could buy the clothes and put
them in the box, then if I want to make them in long

clothes I can, or save them for short ones. I got an
idea of what Mrs. Moore has, so I got samples of her
goods, and sewed them ona sheet, and you can see
what they are and use your own judgment in the price
and quality. It takes about 2-4 yds. for a long dress

and about 2 yds for a slip. Embroidery for a dress
well trimmed, about 4-4 yds; for a skirt, about 2-§- yds
I dont know how many to tell you to get but you can
send enough goods for at least 12 dresses and slips,
and some cambric or linen. for skirts. Different
widths for dresses and skirts; two bolts of birdseye
cotton for diapers, 24 in. wide; white flannel, about
5 or 6 yds; red flannel 4 yds; and red yarn and some
shade of lace. •§- doz. bolts of herring-bone trimming
for covering seams; torchon lace, at least 3 or 4
different widths, and some lace insertion to match
some of the lace. The quantity of both lace and
insertion and embrodery, use your own judgment.

All the things you send will never come amiss out
here. We often have a chance to sell buttons and many
things to each other out here.

A baby cloak,- I dont know what to say. Babies
are not taken out very much here, and yet the ladies

call with their children. I believe you may send me
cream cashmere enough for one, witha silk-dot in it
if you can get it and I can line it with Korean silk
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and Chinese silk, it takes 2 5/8 yds, 44 in. wide
or 2 1/8 yd. 50 in. wide.

4 knit shirts, fastened all the way down, if you
can get them; baby brush and conb; different pattern
of baby ribbon; 2 nrs. woolen booties; 6 doz. stock-
ings, different sizes; 1 pr. baby shoes^when short

dresses are put on; 1 pr. when a year old or larger.
2 knit or crocheted sacques; safety-pins.
Common pins, 2 papers
Lace and ribbon to make cap (Mrs. Moore said she
would make it)
A delicate blue and pink Saxon zephyr yarns
Thread - cotton, 1 spool each of almost all colors
Thread - silk, 1 spool each of almost all colors, 100
Stamped linen,- tray-cloth, solasher, yds

and other odd pieces which I could,
work, and be useful; washing silk to
work them.

1 pr. of black silk mitts
We can buy white thread here, but not fine, so you
send one box of each #80, #90, #100, #120
Some remnants of gingham, chambray, and calico

which will make short dresses about 1 yr. from now.
Several dozen of small pearl buttons.
I cannot think of anymore just now, but if I think
of anymore, which I will be apt to, then I will
write again. You need not send them until the last
of August, or the first of September, for we will
not have our winter supple come until in October or
the first of November. I will write many time before
that time. I will give you the date we send our
order, and you will know about when to exoress the
box. I hate to put so much work on you, but you will
do me one of the greatest favors, and in that way
you can do some of your missionary work.

Keep out enough money when Wagner sends the money
the first of July, As it is time for the mail to go
Enclosed find one of Will’s pictures. That is our
boy standing at Will’s left, Mr. Lee on his horse
and Mr. Moffett, standing. After while we will send
some more views of Korea.

Lovingly your sister,

Sallie F. Swallen.
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and Chinese silk, it takes 2 5/8 yds, 44 in. wide
or 2 1/8 yd. 50 in. wide.

4 knit shirts, fastened all the way down, if you
can get their1

; baby brush and comb; different patterns
of baby ribbon; 2 t>rs. woolen booties; 6 doz. stock-
ings, different sizes; 1 pr. baby shoestwhen short

dresses are put on; 1 pr. when a year old or larger.
2 knit or crocheted sacques; sfifety-pins.
Common pins, 2 papers
Lace and ribbon to make cap (Mrs. Moore said she
would make it)
A delicate blue and pink Saxon zephyr yarns
Thread - cotton, 1 spool each of almost all colors
Thread - silk, 1 spool each of almost all colors, 100
Stamped linen ,- tray-cloth, splasher, yds.

and other odd pieces which I could
work, and be useful; washing silk to
work them.

1 pr. of black silk mitts
We can buy white thread here, but not fine, so you
send one box of each #80, #90, #100, #120
Some remnants of gingham, chambray, and

-

calico
which will make short dresses about 1 yr. from now.
Several dozen of small pearl buttons.
I cannot think of anymore just now, but if I think
of anymore, which I will be apt to, then I will
write again. You need not send them until the last
of August, or the first of September, for we will
not have our winter supple come until in October or
the first of November. I will write many time before
that time. I will give you the date we send our
order, and you will know about when to exnress the
box. I hate to put so much work on you, but you will
do me one of the greatest favors, and in that way
you can do some of your missionary work.

Keep out enough money when Wagner sends the money
the first of July, As it is time for the mail to go
Enclosed, find one of Will’s pictures. That is our
boy standing at Will’s left, Mr. Lee on his horse
and Mr. Moffett standing. After while we will send
some more views of Korea.

Lovingly your sister,

Sallie F. Swallen



Seoul, Korea - May 8th, 1893
Dear Will,

I have attempted to write a little article that
I hope will interest your readers. If time would
permit we would write more often. As soon as
Mr. Swallen has time he will send some articles
concening his trip in the country.

The first of July one of Wagner’s notes is due
$850.00 and interest. I am putting the money out.
I do not care so much for the big interest which
it may bring, as the safety of letting it out.
In loaning it out I wish you would consult with
Add. Perhaps you two together could put it in a
good place for seven or eight years. Wewill not be
needing any money, only the things which I may
send home for. You keep out enough to settle all
my debts, and the things I send to Jennie for.

This summer Wagner will pay my Ogden taxes, and
you pay the last taxes which I will have to pay on
the Ada property. I trust my business will not be
burdensome to you, and hope you will keep out
enough to pay yourself for all your trouble.

Sincerely yours,

Sallie Fisher Swallen.

’’Will” is her brother-in-law, husband of ’’Jennie"
her sister.



Seoul, Korea - May 8th, 1893
Dear Will,

I have attempted to write a little article that
I hope will interest your readers. If time would
oermit we would write more often. As soon as
Mr. Swallen has time he wi 1 1 send some articles
concening his trip in the country.

The first of July one of Wagner's notes is due
$850.00 and interest. I am putting the money out.
I do not c?.re so much for the big interest which
it may bring, as the safety of letting it out.
In loaning it out I wish you would consult with
Add. Perhaps you two together could put it in a
good place for seven or eight years. Wewill not be
needing any money, only the things which I may
send home for. You keep out enough to settle all
my debts, and the things I send to Jennie for.

This summer Wagner will pay my Ogden taxes, and
you pay the last taxes which I will have to pay on
the Ada property. I trust my business will not be
burdensome to you, and hope you will keen out
enough to pay yourself for all your trouble.

Sincerely yours,

Sallie Fisher Swallen.

"Will" is her brother-in-law, husband of "Jennie"
her sister.



Translations from the "Orin Hankul" (Korean)

by V.L.Swallen

CHE*GONIE's ILL TREATMENT FROM A HATEFUL STEP*MOTHER

.

Che-^onie, also cilled Minsonie, was a disciple of Confucius.
While he was but a child his mother died and his father married
another woman who bore him two sons. Now the step-mother hated
Che-gonie, therefore hhe made for her own two sons clothes with good
cotton filling, but made Che-gonie 's clothes with poor, wild cotton
filling or reed-bloom filling. In the winter as Che-gonie and his
fatherwere driving along together in a cart, being cold Che-gonie
threw’ away his whip. Then his father, having inquired into the matter,
and learning the real state of things at home, resolved to put away
Che-gonie 1 s step-mother. Whereupon Che-gonie addressed his father,
"If she is allowed to remain, there will be only one cold boy, but
if she is sent away there will be three cold boys." The father,
accordingly considered this a good speech, and did not send her away.
The woman was very grateful and repenting became a very loving mother.

CHARRO' S FIDELITY TO HIS PARENTS

Chung Charro was a disciple of Confucius. He was a very filial
son. His parents were so poor they ate principally vegetables, and
that of the poorest kind. Charro would go 100 li for rice, which he
carried home to his parents upon his back.

After his parents died, Charro went to a southern countyy and
there became famous. So much so that while he was there, whenever he
went out he was followed by 100 carts, and 1,000 bags of rice stood
in his granary, and he sat upon magnificent mats wrhile he ate from
many beautiful vessels. Then reflecting upon his past he lamented,
"Although I have eaten in my early days chiefly poor vegetables,
and for the sake of my poor parents carried rice on my back, that
cannot now be helped, certainly."

Confucius hearing this replied, "As for Charro, he has well spoken.
While his parents lived he greatly honored and cherished them, but
after they died he still cherishs them. For thus he has said that he
still honors and cherish them. " „ l0 _.

January 189^.

KOH'S LAMENTATION FOR HIS DEPARTED FATHER

As Confucius was one day traveling along the road he heard someone
weeping by the way, and being moved with pity turned to the place
to see, and found it to be a man by the name of Koh, clothed in poor
mourner's clothes, a large knife in his hand, standing by the road
and still weeping. Confucius descending from his chariot inquired
as to the cause of his weeping. The mourner answered, saying,
"When I was young I studied hard and traveled throughout all lands;
now that my father is dead, although all the leaves of the forest
would be quiet, yet the wind will not permit them to be still.
Although the child would honor and serve his father, the father could
not remain on earth. He has gone, nevermore to return, ^ince he is
dead, I can follow him no more. Here I bade him my last farewell."

Having thus spoken and s traight ening himself and weeping, he ended
his own life. Then the disciples of Confucius, thirteen returned
to their homes, to honor and serve their fathers the more.
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CHIN'S DAUGHTER'S DEVOTION TO HER AGED MOTHER*IN-LAW

In a certain country there was a devoted woman whose father’s
name was Chin, She married at the age of sixteen. Her husband
being sent to a distant fort to guard the country solicited her,
saying, "I cannot tell whether I shall die or live to return.
Now I have a dear aged mother whose son has no brothers to honor
and care for her; should I not return will you give her joy and
honor and care for her?"

To which the devoted wife replied, "Thus shall it be."
When it was made certain that he was dead and xcould never return,
then the devoted widow was not lazy in honoring and caring for her
bereaved sfce mother-in-law, and all the while refused to remarry.
Presently her parents came and urged her to remarry. The devoted
widow answered them, saying, "When my husband left he gave to my
change this aged mother, and I willingly consented to care for her.
While I am caring for his mother I have not sufficiently fulfilled
my obligations, and I am not true to her charge and become faithless,
how shall I live in this world?" Accordingly, she declared her purpose
to kill herself. At this her parents became frightened, since they
could not persuade her to remarry. Thus this devoted woman cared for
her aged mother-in-law for twenty-eight years.

When the old lady died, the widow’s sold her lands and houses
but labored on as a merchant, for which she was called the devoted
woman

.

KANG HYOKIE * 5 GREAT DEVOTION

Kang Hyokie was a man of the disctrict cf Min Choi. When he was
but a youth iis father died and war having broken ou^, Hyokie fled
carrying his mother on his back. He supported his mother by gathering
vegetables and such things that had been cast away by others as
useless. While thus gathering a living for his mother, Hyokie was
often attacked by robbers who would carry him away captive.
But Hyokie cried and begged that for the sake of his mother he might
be spared. Humbly and earnestly he thus beseeched the robbers, who
being touched with pity would not kill him. But they even instructed
him how to escape. Hence during the war both the mother and son were
saved. Being very poor and in great want, without clothes or shoes,
as a servant he honored and cared for his aged mother whom he kept
comfortable with enough to eat and wear.

At the close of the year Hyokie and his mother returned to
their native village. Then every year, as the official collected the
people together to take the census, Hyokie because of his aged mother,
did not go. He had neither ox or horse, but pulled the cart himself.
Whence the villagers remarked, "How greatly he reverences his mother!"

When his mother died, Hyokie built a cot by the side of her grave,
and when the time of mourning (3 years) were accomplished, he could
not put off his mourner's clothes. Hence the king sent a servant-
official to complet him to lay them off. In the year. . . . the Governor
sending him greetings, also sent him about 1,000 bags of rice, and
henceforth every 8th month, sent him greetings, lambs and wine.

January 189^.
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SYOL PHO

In the Yonam country there lived a man by the name of Syol Pho
whose father married a second wife. This step-mother so hated
Syol Pho that the father resolved to send him away. But the boy
wailing and crying would not leave his home. When Syol Pho received
a flogging from his father, however, there was nothing for him to
do but to leave, and he took refuge in a small straw-that ched hut
outside the gate quarters, for the ni ~ht f Coming early in the morning
to sweep the paths and courtyard for his father. When his father
grew very angry and drove him out of the city. Syol Pho then sought
refuge beneath one of the straw-thatched huts outside the city gate,
and night and day would not give up his devotion to his parents.

Thus it went on for a full year. When his parents became ashamed
of themselves and called °yul Pho back to them again. When the
parents died, Syul Pho ' s younger brother requested that the property
be divided and each live for himself. Syul Pho could not deny this
and accordingly taking the old slaves, said to them, "We have for a
long time worked here together. I cannot be your master to employ
you." And taking the poor fields and houses, said, "When I was
young I managed these, and now I am old and sad." And taking the
decayed furniture and soiled articles, said, "Ifirst used these
and ate off them. They were good then, and gave my body comfort."

Syul Pho many times having given property to the younger
brothers, they spent it all, and again asked for more. Then the
king gave Syul Pho second rank, as an official.

January 189^-.

THE FILIAL PIETY OF CHOA

There was a filial girl in the district of Hoegai, by the name
of Choa, whose father was a quisin (sorcerer) priest. As he went
on the 8th month and the 5th day and stood by the bank of a river
he met the river's Water-spirit. And immediately the waves rushed
up over the bank and he was swallowed up in the waves. So there was
nothing else for him but to die. At this time Choa was 13 years old.
She went to the river and walked up and down the stream day and
night, wailing and weeping and would not cease her lamenting.
Doing this constantly, on the 17 th day she leaped into the river
and swam out with the body of her drowned father in her arms.
After ward the servants of the governor and the people prepared
the dead body and buried it, and erected a stone slab to mark his
resting place and record the excellant deed of his daughter Choa.

January 189^



Seoul, Korea - May 15, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,
Your most welcome letter received last week.

The other mail came and no letters from home, and as
we had one mail and no letters from home I was just
sick all over. Will got two from his home. In about
one or two hours after it came your letter was broughl
Then I rejoiced and devoured it contents. I would have

been glad to have had late news from home, but they
are well or they would let you know. I think your new
dresses must be very pretty and stylish. I expect the
fashions will change many times before we have our
dresses changed. And yet the ladies out here do very
well in keeping up with the fashions. Someone takes
some fashion sheets and the Chinese tailor imitates
well, if you show him a oicture, he makes the dress
very much the same. The foreign ladies keep him busy
and he does his work well. I expect my dress will be
here before long. There are several families here who
expect goods from Smith Store, so the package will be
in with their goods.

In the last mail we got, there were several
letters and about 20 magazines and papers. You cannot
imagine what a pleasure it is to read the home papers,
and we are very fortunate indeed to have Harpers
Weekly, the New York Observer, and the Interior, sent
free. A man in Chicago sends them, and also we receive
the Review of Reviews from Mr. Wheelock of Chicago.
Perhaps he is going to send it all the time. And you
folks send the Independent, for which we are very
thankful. I also receive the Ada Herald, which is now
published by the McCoppen and Purlette, and is a
weekly paper now. I want to take the Ladies Home
Journal next year; I think I would enjoy it. Some of
the ladies in the Mission take it.

I have commenced to study the Life and
Character and ’Works of Mrs. Browning. I only study a
little at a time, but I enjoy it, and feel if I can
only do a little I will not drop literature altogeth-

er. The Mission passed a rule that we should all study
Korean 3 hrs. a day beside talking to the servants
and those outside. I do not know whether I can put in
that much time or not, but I intendto keen up with
study of the language, and if we keep 3 servants I

surely can have a great deal of time. The Amah is
doing real well; she sews very nice all bybhand, of
course, and has learned the double-briar stitch, so
she can do it well. She had to rip out a number of
times, but bye and. bye she got it. If she stays with
me I shall teach her to knit and crochet.
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She did my ironing last v/eek and she did not do it
as well as at other times, so she will have a chance
to do some over. I cannot tell you the patience it
takes to work with these people. I feel I never could
do it without losing my temper. Many and many times
if I did not stop and consider they are heathens
and have never had a chance to learn anything, and
also the object for which we are out here. I try all

the time to keep the one object before me, -that of
winning these people for the Master. It is so easy to
become discouraged because we can talk so little, and
it seems we accomplish so little. When Will can talk
more he with an evangelist will go out near the East
Gate, about 2 mi. from here and hold meetings.
If there were more places for holding meetings, there
would be more accomplished for the Master.
Yesterday, at Kon-con-kol, Mr. Moore said that he had
about 80 men at his meeting. One week ago yesterday
Mr. Moffett and Dr. Vinton found a man who was almost
dead with typhus fever. They put him in an outside
room at Kon-don-kol and expected him to die, but he

has recovered, and is able to be out. Our boy carried
his food to him until Will gave the man who Doty and
I picked uo from the wall, a good talkihg to and told
him he ought to be ashamed to be afraid when the
Koreans were not afraid to carry him food. He had
saved his life. He then carried the food until they
moved away. Yesyerday another case of typhus fever
was brought to Kon-don-kol, but Mr/ Moore had the man
taken to the M.E. hospital. Dr. Vinton will open a

dispensary at Kon-don-kol in a short time, and a
hospital on a small scale. There are a row of Korean
rooms to one side of the yard and they will build

a wall between them and the house, entirely separating
them from where we are. I wish there were more
physicians out here. They open the way with their
medicines in a new field. I would not want to be a
doctor in a foreign field. You cannot imagine we see
on the streets. I usually go along not seeing any of
them because I do not wish to see them.

Today reminds me of some of the rainy days at
home, one of those easy constant rains from the east.

We are shut in and my woman servant cannot go to get
her dinner. I told her when it quit she might go home
and not come back today, so she is again settled down
to work. We only have a short distance for our meals

and with ourselves and rain-coats the rain does not
bother us, but the poor Koreans with their cotton
thin clothes, I do not wonder they hate to go out in
the rain. We expected to move today and begin house-
keeping ggain tomorrow: we had to postpone it.
The Moores are all packed ready to leave T move down.
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We will be delighted to get settled once more.

Will has been back just one month and we have been
somewhat crowded in these 2 little rooms, I am glad

to know that it is not always outside circumstances
that brings happiness, for we have been snug and happj

as can be though the quarters were small. We will
appreciate a big house when we move back.

Yesterday Will took his turn preaching. Each Sunday

we hear a different preacher. The Methodists and
Presbyterians take their turns. We do not have a

chance to tire of one man. We all enjoy the services
so much, and feel we can afford to miss one service.
I really enjoy the Sundays. We spend the forenoon and
until 3:30 p.m. reading, which I so much enjoy. Some-
times I enjoy taking a good long sleep. Every Sunday
morning T think of the Sunday schools at home, and
think what a privilege to attend. We are thankful for

good books, magazines, and papers out here, and indeed
we enjoy every bit of them.

Geo. II.

Last Wed. night we did get to attend the/Jones
and Margaret Bengel wedding. I wore my wedding dress.,
and white kid gloves. Will said, "I was the prettiest
bride there." Will wore his very best, and it did
seem we were back one year ago. All the missionaries
and the Legation peoole and other foreigners were
invited, and 'most all were present. The wedding
was at the home of the M.E. ladies, or the M.E. Girls
school. The house was beautifully decorated on the
outside with Japanese lanterns, and beautifully
lighted on the inside. At 9 o’clock the bride and
groom entered the parlor following two of tw© Dr.
Scranton’s girls, who were beautifully dressed in
white. Dr. Scranton and Mr. Gifford were standing
at the opposite side of the room from where they
entered, ready to perform the ceremony. The two
little girls separated, one on one side of Mr. Gifford

and the other on the other side of Dr. Scranton, the
bride and groom stopping just in front of him.
The bride was dressed in white silk with a long train
and bridal veil reaching almost to the floor, white
kid gloves and slippers, and white flowers in her
hair. The groom was dressed in a black suit with
white kid gloves. They had a ring ceremony and it
was so long I should have thought the bride would
have wilted. Soon congr atulations were over and
refreshments were passed, which were so many we
could only taste them, after eating our supper before
we went. That night they went to the house where
Mr. Jones has been living, and where they will live.
Saturday they started, for China, where they will
spend several months, returning after the rainy
season to take up their work.
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Will and I sent them a set of china cups and saucers
for our present. I was g 1 ad we could go, for Will
would not go unless I went. It is so seldom we have
an opportunity of attending a wedding out here, that
we all like to attend and rive our good clothes
an airing once in a while. We are glad that we have
our good clothes out here, for on such an occasion
the people dress just as nice as at home.
The Legation people are very dressy, and their
dresses are rich. The men wear the swallow-tail coats
and low vests, yet the missionaries look just as nice
as they. There is quite a commingling of the Legation

people and the missionaries out here, except the
French and German Legations. They have no wives
which I suppose is the reason. The Russian ladies
speak very little English, but they seem very nice.

I will write some more before the mail leaves, so
I will close for today. The nail leaves Friday.

Lovingly your sister,
Sallie F. Swallen.

Friday morning - Thank fortune we are back to
Kun-don-kol; we came Tuesday; are not all settled
yet, but hope to be soon. When I have more time
I will tell you all about my house and house-keeping

My boy got all the breakfast yesterday morning and
this morning. I told him in Korean Inst night what
to get and how to cook hash. This morning we had
oatmeal, hash, coffee, bread and butter and jam.
The hash was splendid; he fried it brown on both
sides. He is now cleaning the dining room. I wish
you might see with what power and strength he goes
at it. He will need it after while, for I have so
much to do today. Will send samples and the order
andthe other letter in another envelope.



Seoul, Korea - June 3, 1893
My dearest Mother,

This is Saturday afternoon, half past 3 o'clock .

We have just cone hone fron the funeral of a little
girl of one of the Methodist ni ssionaries here in
Seoul, Mr. and Mrs. Ohlinger. They have been mission-
airies in China for about 12 years, and ha.ve been
here in Korea for the past 5 years. They had three
lovely children, the oldest a boy about 16, the next
a boy about 12, and the youngest a girl about 10 yrs.
old. Last Tuesday the second boy was buried (I3ertie)
and this afternoon the little girl. They first caught
a very severe cold and it went to their throats, then
to the stonach, and the last the kidneys becane
diseased. It is a dreadful blow to the fanily.
The mother is a very talented woman, and devotes her
time to her children, teaching them every day.
The oldest has finished the studies in the English
school at Cheefoo, and they are now getting him ready
to send to Ann Arbor, Michigan. They are such nice
people, and the peonle were such devoted little
Christians. We called there last evening. It did us
so much good to hear Mr. and Mrs. Ohlinger talk.
They are so reconciled to the great loss of their
children. The little girl said that she was going to
Jesus, and that he Mama would soon come, too. Just
before she died she called all of them to her bed
and asked her mother, then her father, then her
brother and Miss Doty to pray; then she said she
wanted to pray. She repeated a little German prayer
that her mother had taught her. Mr. Ohlinger said
that the children looked upon death as going to a
better home, and going to live with Jesus, not one
bit afraid to die.

The little room where all English services are
held and which answers f or a Union Church in Seoul,
was beautifully decorated with flowers and ferns.
Dr. Hall made the coffin which was simply plain
boards, lined and covered with a white cloth which
looked like satin. The foreign cemetary is down by
the river, which has now three graves. Dr. Heron who
died here about 3 yrs. ago, and now the Ohlinger two
children. Two Korean men carried the coffin on a sort
of a bier. All the ladies, Mr. Ohlinger and their son
went in chairs, each chair carried by either 2 or 4
men. It looked quite different from the funeral pro-
cessions at home. It must seem sad to have friends die
and be buried here, but it is very little difference
where our bodies are laid away, so our souls are saved
The Ohlingers will soon go to America; they have been
here 5 years.



Seoul, Korea - June 3, 1893
My dearest Mother,

This is Saturday afternoon, half past 3 o'clock .

We have just come home from the funeral of a little
girl of one of the Methodist missionaries here in
Seoul, Mr. and Mrs. Ohlinger. They have been nission-
airies in China for about 12 years, and have been
here in Korea for the past 5 years. They had three
lovely children, the oldest a boy about 16, the next
a boy about 12, and the youngest a girl about 10 yrs.
old. Last Tuesday the second boy was buried (Bertie)
and this afternoon the little girl. They first caught
a very severe cold and it went to their throats, then
to the stomach, and the last the kidneys became
diseased. It is a dreadful blow to the family.
The mother is a very talented woman, and devotes her
time to her children, teaching them every day.
The oldest has finished the studies in the English
school at Cheefoo, and they are now getting him ready
to send to Ann Arbor, Michigan. They are such nice
people, and the peonle were such c evoted little
Christians. We called there last evening. It did us
so much good to hear Mr. and Mrs. Ohlinger talk.
They are so reconciled to the great loss of their
children. The little girl said that she was going to
Jesus, and that he Mama would soon come, too. Just
before she died she called all of them to her bed
and asked her mother, then her father, then her
brother and Miss Doty to pray; then she said she
wanted to pray. She repeated a little German prayer
that her mother had taught her. Mr. Ohlinger said
that the children looked upon death as going to a
better home, and going to live with Jesus, not one
bit afraid to die.

The little room where all English services are
held, and which answers for a Union Church in Seoul,
was beautifully decorated with flowers and ferns.
Dr. Hall made the coffin which was simply plain
boards, lined and covered with a white cloth which
looked like satin. The foreign cemetary is down by
the river, which has now three graves. Dr. Heron who
died here about 3 yrs. ago, and now the Ohlinger two
children. Two Korean men carried the coffin on a sort
of a bier. All the ladies, Mr. Ohlinger and their son
went in chairs, each chair carried by either 2 or 4

men. It looked quite different from the funeral pro-
cessions at home. It must seem sad to have friends die
and be buried here, but it is very little difference
where our bodies are laid away, so our souls are saved
The Ohlingers will soon go to America; they have been
here 5 years.
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They think a change and rest would do them good,
and then they want to put their boy in school. Her
home is in Ann Arbor, Mich, and Mr. Ohlinger's is in
Fremont, Ohio. The other day they sent us a nice
dish of strawberries, which we thoroughly enjoyed.
He has so much nice fruit, and takes great delight in
his garden. As soon as we get a place where will be
likely to stay, we will then have all kinds of fruit.
Now we have 82 hills of strawberries planted, and
they are growing nice. Will had rich, black dirt put
up on the beds and mixed up with the clay. We have
had one berry and another will soon be ripe. We have
three grape-vines, two currents, and three gooseberry
and a few blackberries started. And Mr. Moore has an
abundant raspberry bed started. On the lot there is a

peach tree and several near trees, with a quantity of
fruit on them. Our garden is fine. For three weeks we
have had lettuce, radishes, and spinach (a kind of
greens, you would like it, I know, -I wish you would
get a paper of seed and try it; when the leaves are
from 2 or 3 in. broad then it is ready for use; cook

it in water and when done pour off all the water and
season with salt, pepper and butter, and chop 2 or 3

boiled eggs with it. It is fine! We have saved a lot
of seed.... by the way, maybe I can end you some seed)

We have had some onions, and one little mess of
peas. I have A plantings of sweet corn, 3 of peas,
2 of beets. The pop-corn and first planting of sweet
corn are oven 2 ft. high. The early rose potatoes are
pretty to look at; they are in bloom already.
Will planted 8 rows of late Korean potatoes today.
We have early turnits almost big enough to use.

I have a paper of seed for late turnips, which I shall
sew after the rainy season; also some other seeds.
They tell us here that we can almost have 2 gardens,
the Falls are so late. We have had and are still havin

the most beautiful weather; it rainsenough to keep the
ground moist, and not so very warm yet. This country
could surely be a garden and one of the greatest for
fruit, if the poeple only had some push and energy
about them. It almost makes us sick to see the way they
cultivate the soil and stick in the seed. Poor people,
they do not know any better! There was a Korean who
spent some time in America, and while there he studied
agriculture and took great delight in the way

Americans farmed. When he returned to Korea he tried
to carry on farming on American fashion as near as he
could, but he was too progressive for the Koreans.
He came up missing in a short time, and since has not
been heard from. S0 it is wi t h the Koreans who would
be something and would do something for their country
but for their conservative spirit that prevails here.
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The Gospel is what these people need above every-
thing else. They need to know God and His Son Jesus
Christ. We are so anxious for the time to come when
there will be a great turning to Him. They are so
steeped in their sin and idolatry , that it is diffi-

cult for them to change, and this new doctrine is so
very different and new that it takes a long time for them

to become trustworthy Christians

Tuesday evening, June 6th.
We are almost settled once more, and it seems

good to have plenty of room. The kitchen is to be
pa ered yet and a few other little things about the
house. We have had frames made for screens, and the
mosquito-bar is to be tacked on yet. The boy is doing
so nicely; he gets all the breakfast. I tell him the
night before what I want, so I need not go to the
kitchen until after breakfast. I am teaching him to
make the bread. He makes it so nice. Today he baked
and it is splendid. He makes corn-bread and graham
muffins nice; he learned from Mrs. Moore’s cook.
He is only 20 years old, and in a year I will have a
fine cook, and hope to keep him as long, -I was going
to say, as long as I stay in Korea. Servants out here
are not like the help at home. Some have had their
servants 7or 8 years; training servants is no easy
task, yet it is encouraging when they are so willing
to do everything they are told, and not murmur or
complain. We hope our boy will soon know more of the
scripture and become a Christian. He seems so interes
ed. Every morning we have worship with the servants
in Korean. Nov; Will is reading Mark, and explaining
it to them. He studies it with his teacher and then
givesit to them, so it is a great help to him.

I must bring my letter to a close. The mail comes
today. I was so delighted with Bertie’s, Etta's,
Coze’s (Cozette Hempstead) letters.

If I have tire I will answer all and send them on
this mail, but I fear I will not, but they will go on
the next.

May the Lord bless and keep you and ?a in health
is my prayer.

Lovingly your daughter, Sallie.

P.S. I received a card from Smith yesterday, that
our package is with Mr. Tate’s goods, and will be
here in about 2 weeks.
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Seoul, Korea - June 13, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

Last week your letter of May 6 was received. We
received a big mail so I will be very busy until Fri

.

getting them answered and other written. Just now
I am so very busy at something you dont have to
bother with, and that is putting the meals (grain)
and dried fruit and sugar away for the rainy season.
We buy our coal-oil (kerosene) in 5 gal. tin cans.
When the oil is out we send the cans to the tinner
and he makes a tight tin lid to fit. After they are

thoroughly cleaned we put the oatmeal, graham flour,
and anything that will not be likely to keep into
them, and seal them up tight. They tell us that

sugar is hard to keen on account of little white ants.
I do not have a great quantity of oatmeal and dried
fruits, and I am glad. I have about 75 lbs. of sugar.
We only use the American sugar on the table, and I buy
the Chinese for cooking.

Korean cherries are ripe. I will send our boy out
in the morning to buy some. I hope to be able to
make all our own jellies and jams this summer. We have
had 5 large messes of the most delicious strawberries
which our different missionary friends have sent us.
We have picked 9 berries from our own patch; they are
growing so nice. We hope to have plenty next year.
We so much enjoy our garden. Almost every meal we have
something from it. We have had peas several times,
beets and turnips once. Early turnips are so nice.
The spinach is all gone. Next year we will better know
how to manage it, and all of our garden. Next year I

want you to try spinach. It is a kind of greens; when
the leaves are 2 or 3 in. wide and long then it is
ready for us; boil like any greens; when tender drain
off all the water, season with 2 or 3 hard-boiled

eggs, cut up fine, with butter, salt and pepper.
We are now using our second planting of radishes.

Will enjoys working in the garden, so that is the way
he takes a good part of his exercise. He has made me
a table for my bedroom, a clothes-rack and ironing
board. I am glad he is so handy. We can have almost
anything made here by the Chinese, if we are willing
to pay their prices. I bought 3 window- curtain poles
with me, but there are 4 windows in our sitting-room.
I let the Chinaman take one and he copied it exactly
He made such a nice kitchen table; the bottom part

has two doors and two drawers, and we only paid $6.
silver for it. At /iast the kitchen is papered.
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It took 2 servants over 4
' days to do it. You can’t

imagine how slow they are. Our boy is doing almost
all the plain cooking. He makes bread very nicey. and
cornmeal muffins. I do not believe I could do better.
He does some laughable things sometimes, and when he
finds he has done wrong he feels dreadful. He cannot
do our cooking and other work, so we have another man
to wash, iron, make my bed, and keep the house in
order. You will think I do not think So any work, but
you are mistaken. It keens me busy looking after
things and teaching the servants. I haven't had time
to study since we moved, but now that we are about
settled I hope to begin again. I do not know whether
you meant because we were going to move that I would
not have to clean house, or that we do not clean house
out here. It seems just as necessary here as at home
and even more so, because we cant keep our houses
clean and nice as if we could do all the work.
Your house must look nice. You have so many nice
things, and. your carnets are so nice. We have matting
on all of our rooms. Tomrrow I will put all the
carpets and my feather-bed away in tobacco and camphor
I packed all the woolen clothes away in -camphor in
zinc-lined boxes sometime ago, so I feel pretty sure
they will be safe. It is now cloudy and rains some
which I suppose is an introduction to the rainy seaso
We are pretty well fixed for mosquitos. We had frames
made for most all the windows, and two doors, and we
put the mosquito-bar which we brought out, and we have
a net for our bed. Everybody has thdse. They say that
they are sometimes obliged to get under the net in
the evening if they want to study. We are trying to
go to bed early and. get up early, but we have to wait
so long for breakfast. The other morning we told the
boy we wanted it at 6:30 sharp. We waited until half
past seven, but I did not do as Ma would have done,-
go in and get it myself. You dont have the least idea
how much patience it does take to teach them, and put
up with their slowness.

The woman which I wrote about and which I had taken
to train to work, I was obliged to dismiss. She did
her work nicely and had learned hem-stitching beauti-
fully, but she was so dirty and lousy, if I sent her

home 2 or 3 times and told her to wash all her clothes
and pick all the lice off, when I found them in the
work she was doing it was more than I could stand.
I felt so sorry for her, the tears came in her eyes,
and she felt so bad when I again told her that I

could not have a servant who would let lice stay on
them. Just as soon as I can I will take another woman
and teach her how to work.



- 2 - June 13, 1893

It took 2 servants over 4 days to do it. You can't
imagine how slow they are. Our boy is doing almost
all the plain cooking. He makes bread very nicey and
cornmeal muffins. I do not believe I could do better.
He does some laughable things sometimes, and when he
finds he has done wrong he feels dreadful. He cannot
do our cooking and other work, so we have another man
to wash, iron, make my bed, and keen the house in
order. You will think I do not think £o any work, but
you are mistaken. It keens me busy looking after
things and teaching the servants. I haven't had time
to study since we moved, but now that we are about
settled I hope to begin again. I do not know whether
you meant because we were going to move that I would
not have to clean house, or that we do not clean house
out here. It seems just as necessary here as at home
and even more so, because we cant keep our houses
clean and nice as if we could do all the work.
Your house must look nice. You have so many nice
things, and your carnets are so nice. We have matting
on all of our rooms. Tomrrow I will put all the
carpets and my feather-bed away in tobacco and camphor
I packed all the woolen clothes away in camphor in
zinc-lined boxes sometime ago, so I feel pretty sure
they will be safe. It is now cloudy and rains some
which I suppose is an introduction to the rainy seaso
We are pretty well fixed for mosquitos. We had frames
made for most all the windows, and two doors, and we
put the mosquito-bar which we brought out, and we have
a net for our bed. Everybody has thdse. They say that
they are sometimes obliged to get under the net in
the evening if they want to study. We are trying to
go to bed early and get up early, but we have to wait
so long for breakfast. The other morning we told the
boy we wanted it at 6:30 sharp. We waited until half
past seven, but I did not do as Ma would have done,-
go in and get it myself. You dont have the least idea
how much patience it does take to teach them, and put
up with their slowness.

The woman which I wrote about and which I had taken
to train to work, I was obliged to dismiss. She did
her work nicely and had learned hem-stitching beauti-
fully, but she was so dirty and lousy, if I sent her

home 2 or 3 times and told her to wash all her clothes
and pick all the lice off, when I found them in the
work she was doing it was more than I could stand.
I felt so sorry for her, the tears came in her eyes,
and she felt so bad when I again told her that I

could not have a servant who would let lice stay on
them. Just as soon as I can I will take another woman
and teach her how to work.



- 3 - June 13, 1893

We have a great opportunity of teaching the Gospel
to the servants. Each morning Will spends about an

hour teaching them. This morning he read the parable
of the sower, and next time our boy remembered it
enough to tell it. Our new servant can read
un-mun (Korean script) and seems so quick and bright.

Wednesday p.m.
I have been so busy today; we washed the dishes

we put away when we went ud to Chong- dong, and I

arranged them in the cupboard (side-board, rather)
We bought it from Mrs. Allen when they left. I got
the clothes ready and this p.m. the new boy is ironing.
I am making some cherry jam. The cook went out early

this morning and bought about 3 qts. for about 14p.
They are small but have a good flavor. And today I

made some anrons for the new servant, and have been
in the garden working and ordering. We planted some
more corn and peas and rut abagas , - the latter is some-
thing like turnips. So you see I have done a little
something of everything, and I feel I have really done
nothing. As the cook has gone sight-seeing this p.m.
to see the king of Korea in a procession. Once in a
while the king with hundreds of soldiers and officials

goes out to worship at the graves of his ancesters.
I will have to get the supper. I do wish I knew how

to preoare a dressing for lettuce like Ma does.
I have tried and it always thickens ud so, and is not
like hers. I make deviled ham and deviled eggs so
much, which we like. Mrs. Moore gave me the recipe
for the dressing, which I will give to you.

2 eggs, 1 tes. sugar, salt, must ard T (cook in a
little vinegar); cream, -1 tablespoon; mix the above
well together, add 3 tbls. of vinegar, put mixture
in a bowl and set the bowl in a pan of boiling water
and boil until thick; then mix with the ham cut-up
fine,- or with the yolks of hard-boiled eggs and. put
the yolks back in the halves. I think thev m°k<=> «nich

good relish.

Out of the traveling bag I made at home I have
made 15 pockets for shoes, one has 9 pockets and the
other 6. The piece on which the pockets are sewed
can be made according to the door on which you want it
Mine for 9 pockets is 20 in. wide, 36 in long; the
pockets are 10 by 11 in. At the bottom they are
plaited into a soace 6-r in, bound across the top
with red braid, and fastened down the side and the
botto™ with braid, sewed down on both sides at l/ast
the whole piece is bound with braid; each pockets
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will hold one shoe. I find it very convenient.
I do wish you could come and see me and see how
we do live. I know I will want to see you all just
as bad as you want to see me. When T get to thinking

about Ma and Pa and the rest of you the lachrymal
glands begin to flow. Will always feels so sorry

for me and pities me so that I try to keep in good
cheer all the time. **e are both just as happy together
as we can be, and we do enjoy our home. He studies all
forenoon with his teacher and in the afternoon he
entertains Koreans, works in the gardens, and whatever
I may have for him to do. I received a car from Smith
saying that he had sent the package with Mr. Tate's
goods, and they expect them on the next steamer, so

they will be likely to cone next week. We will have a
fine time opening it. My tooth is ready for the maple
sugar. I am anxious to see my dress and wrapper.
Will is going to send to China and buy me a sedan
chair, so I will not have to walk through these
streets so much. Mrs. Underwood got one in Hong Kong,
China for 6 . How nice it would be to have a ride in
the phaeton behind Spot, though not on a Korean road.
I wish you would write us as often as you can, for it
does me good all over to hear from you. I was so glad
to get Bertie's and Etta’s and Coze’s letters right
from home. Iam sorry to hear Pa is so absorbed in
ditching again. I hope this letter will find you all
as well as it leaves us.

You did not say whether you had the post office
or not. I fear you are undertaking too much work.

I am sure with your house and extra work is enough.
Trust you will look/to your health;

well
Lovingly your sister,

Sallie Swallen.
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Seoul, Korea - June 15, 1893

My dearest Mother,

As I have just finished a short letter to Ella and
Birdie, I do not want to leave you out. So here for
a little letter also. About this time you are just
waking up; in another hour we will be
we work you sleep, and while you work
If I could spend the day at home with
afford to lose my sleep. I have well

in bed. So while
we sleep.
you, I could well
improved the day

writing letters and supertinding the washing. We have
a new servant who is real nice, and It hink we will
like him, but he knows nothing about our way of working.
Yesterday he ironed and did it all very well, except
the table-cloth which I put back and had him do it over.
While he was ironing I cooked some prunes. Pretty soon
he came rushing in and said the fruit had a bad smell.
I went out and they had burned. I let tg£ cook go
sight-seeing so I had to see to things, and let him
do what they did. I surely am doing missionary work,
training servants to work. Each morning we spend almost
one hour in Korean worship. Will reads a few verses

from one of the Gospels, and then explains it to them.
And then repeats the Lord’s Prayer in Korean. He cannot
pray in Korean, but is learning. Now as our man can
read Chinese Will will have him read some, and then he
will read it to them in the Korean language, and
illustrate and explain it to them. The cook and gate-
servant go to church every Sunday, and we hope the new
sewvant will soon become interested. You must think us
extravagant to have three servants, but if you knew they
how little they can do you would not wonder. We pay
all three what one good girl gets in America beside her

course we furnish them nothing,
our breakfast between 6 and 7.

then goes to get his own break-
to have dinner about 12:00.
sometime in the afternoon

food, bed, and wash. Of
The cook comes and gets
He $oes the kitchen and
fast. He gets back in time
Then he goes to hi s dinner

in time to get our supper. He does all
counting the horrible cash. Today he
man how to wash; I only had to got out

not have nice soft water
with amonia and sal- soda
coal, so you may know
task. My clothes look

compare them with
will go out to buy

and comes back
our buying and
taught our new
a few tines to see to it. We do
like you, but have to soften it
We have no wood-ash, as we burn
washing out here is not an easy
nice. I believe I would be afraid to
any at home. In the morning our cook
some cherries. Yesterday he bought about one gallon

for 450 cash (about 1^ cents) I made jam of them and it
is splendid. We can buy Chinese sugar for 8 d a pound,
so I will put up all the jam, jelly, and fruits I can.
I will cJLo^e for the night, maybe I can write in the
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Seoul, Korea - June 15, 1893

My dearest Mother,

As I have just finished a short letter to Ella and
Birdie, I do not want to leave you out. So here for
a little letter also. About this tine you are just
waking up; in another hour we will be in bed. So while
we work you sleep, and while you work we sleep*
If I could spend the day at hone with you, I could well
afford to lose ny sleeo. I have well irproved the day
writing letters and supertinding the washing. We have
a new servant who is real nice, and It hink we will
like him, but he knows nothing about our way of working.
Yesterday he ironed and did it all very well, except
the table-cloth which I put back and had hin do it over.
While he was ironing I cooked some prunes. Pretty soon
he came rushing in and said the fruit had a bad smell*
I went out and they had burned. I let tg£ cook go
sight-seeing so I had to see to things, and let him
do what they did. I surely am doing missionary work,
training servants to work. Each morning we spend almost
one hour in Korean worship. Will reads a few verses

from one of the Gospels, and then explains it to them.
And then repeats the Lord’s Prayer in Korean. He cannot
pray in Korean, but is learning. Now as our man can
read Chinese Will will have him read some, and then he
will read it to them in the Korean language, and
illustrate and explain it to them. The cook and gate-
servant go to church every Sunday, and we hope the new
sewvant will soon become interested. You must think us
extravagant to have three servants, but if you knew -they

how little they can do you would not wonder. We pay
all three what one good girl gets in America beside her
food, bed, and wash. Of course we furnish them nothing.
The cook comes and gets our breakfast between 6 and 7.

He £oes the kitchen and then goes to get his own break-
fast. He gets back in tine to have dinner about 12:00.
Then he goes to his dinner sometime in the afternoon
and comes back in time to get our supper. He does all
our buying and counting the horrible cash. Today he
taught our new man how to wash; I only had to got out
a few times to see to it. We do not have nice soft water
like you, but have to soften it with amonia and sal-soda
We have no wood- ash, as we burn coal, so you may know
washing out here is not an easy task. My clothes look
nice. I believe I would be afraid to compare them with
any at home. In the morning our cook will go out to buy
some cherries. Yesterday he bought about one gallon

for 450 cash (about 1^ cents) I made jam of them and it

is splendid. We c?n buy Chinese sugar for 8 £ a pound,
so I will put up all the jam, jelly, and fruits I can.
I will close -for the nirht. maybe I can write in the
morning before we send the mail.



Seoul, Korea - June 30, 1893

My dear Jennie,

Your letter of May 26 came last Sunday evening
while we were eating a lunch, also one from Will’s
home. We took them for the very best part of the
meal, and they were better than crenm and peaches.
Will said when we were through reading them, that
"This is the best meal we have had for a long time".

This is the last of June and I think of you now
as full of the World’s Fair news. I am so glad you
went early and I trust if any of the rest go they
will follow your example. I, of course, do not know
but I doubt if Chicago excaDes cholera this summer.
Of course it is to be expected here, more or less,
in all these heathen countries, and you would not
wonder if you knew how these peoole eat and live.
The foreigners use every precaution. We expect to
boil every bit of water we use, and we have a fine
well on our compound. I never drank better water in
America. We keep the well locked day and night, so
the Koreans cannot dabble in it, nor throw anything
in it. We do not think of eating fruit out here
unless it has been cooked, - I mean that which we
buy from the Koreans. Strawberries and raspberries
raised by the foreigners we do not cook. From the
raspberry bushes we planted this Soring, we got a
small dish apiece almost every day.

We have bought over a bushel of cherries and not
paid out more than $2. silver. I have made 26 glasses
of jelly, about 3 qts. of jam, c anned 18 cans.
I wish I had more jars; I would put up plenty of
fruit. The Korean cherries are something like our
red sour cherries; they grow on bushes instead of
trees. Our cook goes out to the fruit-market about
4 or 5 in the morning and brings back a big bucketful
The apricots are just beginning to get ripe. They are
small but very nice. The rainy season has arrived.
For the past 2 weeks it has rained too much, almost
every day it just pours. The sun will come out for
just a little while, but soon hide his face behind
some black clouds and the rain will come in torrents.
Everything is so damo and musty and it is so very
warm, and yet we build fires in all the rooms to dry
them out. Soon most of the Mission will go to North

Mt. to spend the summer. We and the Moores have
decided to stay here, as we have a large airy house
and a good well of water.
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2 - June 30, 1893
Saturday p.m.

I can scarcely realize this is the first of July
and Tuesday is the Fourth. Our Mission is going to
Mr. Gifford* s and celebrate on his lawn. The ladies
furnish the ice-cream and cake, and the men the fire
crackers and fire-works. Mr. Kemp put in our box 26
flags, so we will well decorate our house, and
imagine we are in America. This has been a very busy
day for me. I cleaned the rooms while the boy ironed
this p.m. I have been teaching him to iron Will’s
shirts, cuffs and collars. I wish you had just a

little idea of the patience it takes to work with
these servants. Sometimes I tell Will I will turn
everyone off and do it all myself, and then I think
we expect too much of these heathen people.

Will has his study out-side now; he filled up a

Korean room and enjoys his study so much, and I am
glad to get the Korean men out of the house.

We have a chance to send the letters so I see I

must close. I will t ry and write a letter for your
society just as soon as I can.

With love to all,
Your sister Sallie.

Please excuse haste, for this has all been written
in a big hurry.

Seoul, Korea - July 13, *93
Dearest Jennie,

I wonder if you are groaning over the heat as we
are. I do not believe it is any warmer here than at

home, or at least the thermometer is about the same.
We had about 2 or 3 weeks of constant rain, some say
it was the rainy season, and some say it is to come
yet; anyway, for the last week the sun has shone
every day/and the ground is dry and our house is
drying out. Last Sat. all the clothes which we did
not put in zinc-lined boxes were quite moldy, and
Will’s shoes were just white. It took me all day to
put then out and red everything around. The matting
under the wash-stand and trunk and some in the floor
was just as if flour had been sprinkled whish-we-had
thick. We had fire some of the very warmest days.
Now the weather seemsnore like home. »v'e are not
troubled with mosquitoes here at Kon Don Kol as they
are in Mission, but we have screens at our windows
and the rest do not. I pity the poor Koreans now
living right down in the filth and dirt, and the
stench is something dreadful. I do not walk out any
more; Will wont let me. We have Miss Doty’s sedan



- 2 - June 30, 1893
Saturday p.m.

I can scarcely realize this is the first of July
and Tuesday is the Fourth. Our Mission is going to
Mr. Gifford’s and celebrate on his lawn. The ladies
furnish the ice-cream. and cake, and the men the fire
crackers and fire-works. Mr. Kemp put in our box 26
flags, so we will well decorate our house, and
imagine we are in America. This has been a very busy
day for me. I cleaned the rooms while the boy ironed
this p.ra. I have been teaching him to iron Will’s
shirts, cuffs and collars. I wish you had just a
little idea of the patience it takes to work with
these servants. Sometimes I tell Will I will turn
everyone off and do it all myself, and then I think
we expect too much of these heathen people.

Will h as his study out-side now; he filled up a

Korean room and enjoys his study so much, and I am
glad to get the Korean men out of the house.

We have a chance to send the letters so I see I

must close. I will t ry and write a letter for your
society just as soon as I can.

With love to all,
Your sister Sallie.

Please excuse haste, for this has all been written
in a big hurry.

Seoul, Korea - July 13, ’93
Dearest Jennie,

I wonder if you are groaning over the heat as we
are. I do not believe it is any warmer here than at

home, or at least the thermometer is about the same.
We had about 2 or 3 weeks of constant rain, some say
it was the rainy season, and some say it is to come
yet; anyway, for the last week the sun has shone
every day/and the ground is dry and our house is
drying out. Last Sat. all the clothes which we did
not put in zinc- lined boxes were quite moldy, and
Will’s shoes were just white. It took me all day to
put them out and red everything around. The matting
under the wash-stand and trunk and some in the floor
was just as if flour had been sprinkled whieh-we-had
thick. We had fire some of the very warmest days.
Now the weather seemsmore like home. ,ve are not
troubled with mosquitoes here at Kon Don Kol as they
are in Mission, but we have screens at our windows
and the rest do not. I pity the poor Koreans now
living right down in the filth and dirt, and the
stench is something dreadful. I do not walk out any
more; Will wont let me. We have Miss Doty’s sedan



o - July 13, 1893
chair, so I always ride. Will bought me a very
nice chair the other day, and it is to be done
today. I am so thankful for it, for now I can go
when I want to. A short distance two men can carry
me alright, but if we go far we have to have four.

It is very common now to see the little urchins
with their simmer- suits on, a ribbon in their hair,
but the grown-up peonle wear more clothing then the
Japanese. I have not yet seen a Korean with simply
the Mbritch cloth'’ on; even the coolie class wear
pants and a little coat, and most all stockings and
shoes. Our servants never think of coming in our
presence without their full dress.

When I get started I never know where to end.
I just thought,- here I have wrritten this much and
not said a word about the package which came last
Saturday night. As Well as4 I like sugar I wish that
had staid in America. The fancy work is beautiful,
for which I am most thankful and anpreciate so much;
came without the least snot, and my dress, too,
except one snot from the sugar. I wore it to church
Sunday and like it very much. The wrapper is pretty
and I like it, and would like it better if it did
not have the sugar all through it. I washed as much
out as I could and think it will be alright.
The sugar was almost entirely absorbed.
I want to thank you many times for all your trouble
and the fancy work; and Will is thankful for the tie.

I trust you will receive this letter before you
send the other box, so you will not put the sugar
and goods in the same box. Put the sugar in a box
by itself, and the goods in a package. ’When you send
goods of any kind never out any eatables in, for they
only have to travel from 8 to 10 thousand miles, and
handled so many times. In Mr. Tate's box they had
the narrowest escape. Smith put them in a box with
bottles of catsup and other bottled goods. The corks
were out of the catsup but it happened to run
another direction. We will write to Smith warning
him. We haven't sent our Fall order yet, but hope
to get it off this month.

Friday morning - 6 o’clock.
The Union prayer meeting was held down here last

night, so we had to postpone our writing,
The night was hot and I was nervous, consequent-

ly we did not get to sleep very early. Will is
asleep now and the cook is getting our breakfast.
Mr. and Mrs. Moore have just started to the mountain
to spend a week or so. Some of our Mission have
rented an old temple up on North mountain, about
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ten miles from Seoul, and will spend the hot season
lip there. We would, go, but we have a very pleasant
place here, Our bedroomr'is nice and cool, and we can

carefully prepare our own food, so we think we are

far better off. The Korean evangelist told
Mr. Swallen yesterday that the cholera is in Seoul.
It would seem almost strange if these people escaped
such a disease, and you would think so if you could

see their markets and see peonle eating green cucum-
bers, peel and all; and their wells are so filthy
that cholera germs thrive well in them.

Mr. Moore and Will have hired a man to carry
water from our well and put outside our gate for
people to drink. It is quite a sight to see them
come with gourds, crocks, and all sorts of vessels
to carry it away. We are not afraid of cholera as

long as as use every precaution, and one great comforl
we have, -we are in the Lord’s business and our safety
is in the 91 Psalm. I hope America will escape this
dreadful disease, but we would not be surprised to
hear of it being there.

Will and I are both in the very best of health,
and to keep so we feel that the best place is right
here on our own compound. I doubt some now if I am
outside our gate until after the first of September.
I wish we might be at home just now. Sometimes I

want to see your folks pretty bad. To see anything
American does our eyes and hearts good. Will and I

often say how we would like to see a big cornfield
and other fields with the reapers in them. Will says
that when the Lord does not want us in the Mission
field any longer we are coming home and go on a farm.

There is no work more fascinating than the mission
work. Will becomes very enthusiastic over it. And you
cannot realize the peace and comfort of giving the
Gospel to men for the first time. We have a chapel on
our compound where services are held every afternoon;
men come in who happen by who have never heard /of
Christ. Selling religious books is very encouraging.
They come and buy one and read and come back after m
more, and thus they begin to learn little by little.

Just now I am kept very busy putting up fruit.
The apricots are very nice; I have canned some; made
some sweet pickles, some jelly and jam. I wish 1 had
Ma's receipts for sweet pickles and also for peach
butter, but for some reason she failed to send it.
I only have 30 cans so I cannot put up much fruit.
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It is nice to have fresh fruit for the table, pies,

dumplings, etc. We think we are fortunate that we

can get ice. Just now the man came and I had the ice-

box filled. Think I shall make s ome ice-cream for

supper. We have no freezer but the Moores have.
If I had time I would not quit but it is almost time

to send the servant to the Post Office. I guess you
will soon begin to think my letters are all written
in a hurry. I hope after while to have more time
and the hot (weather) will be over.

I trust you are well, as well as we are.
Give my love to all.

Your sister Sallie F. Swallen.

Seoul, Korea - July 24
, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

This is Monday and wash day, and I am quite
busy looking after the work. I got up at 5 o’clock
and got the boy to washing real early. A mail notice
came around that the mail would leave this p.m.
at 3 o’clock. I got four letters ready last week,

but it was just too hot to work any more. I assure
you that it is no cooler now . Yesterday the thermo-
meter stood at 90 degrees in our sitting room, and
not any breeze. We just sweat all day.

Today it is as warm, only there is a little
breeze. I haven’t been outside the yard for 2 weeks,
and do not think I shall go out again for some little
time. Will went to Puk Han last Friday where some of
our Mission are staying during the warm weather.
He has not felt real well since. The ride on horse-
back was too much for him in the sun. For several
days it rains constantly, then the sun shines several
days. We are glad to have the sun shine, if it is
warm. The rains are comoletely spoiling our garden.
I went out today and found the bugs and worms eating
our corn up; the pumpkins are sooilingon the vines.
I feel bad but it cannot be helped. I know we will
have enough to live on. Last week the papers came.

I see you did not get the quilt. I am very sorry.
The Independent looks nice it ints new dress.

There were so many things I wanted to write you
but as we must send our man to the office in a few
minutes, I cannot think of anything. I would not
send this letter (little scrib) if I did not know how
anxious you, and especially Ma, is to hear from us.
I am feeling real well, haven’t been sick a day.

I trust you will send word to Ma, for I do not have
time to write her. Give our best love to all. Sallie
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Seoul, Korea - July 28,1893
My Dearest Mother,

It seems almost an age since I w rote to you.
I do not know why I have neglected you this way,
I have often written to Jennie and thought she would
tell you how I am. I know there is never a day goes
by but what I think of you, and how often I wish to
see you! If the Lord will keep you in health and in
strength 6 more years,- no it is 7, we have only been
here one. No, I am not sorry I came. I think it is a

bldssed privilege to carry the Gospel into a land as

old as this, where God is not known and where they
worship the Devil instead of the true God. When I hear
missionaries talk who have been and worked in China,
and read reports from missionaries in Africa, I am
glad we are in Korea.

We really do not know what hardships are out here
In Africa, where they have to build all their own
houses, make their own furniture, raise all or nearly
all they live on, and if they get anything from
America it is carried perhaps several hundred miles
into the interior on the backs of men, end the
natives are not civilized like the Koreans, we thank
the Lord that He sent us to Korea and not to Africa.
If the Gospel gets hold of the Koreans and it should
become a Christian nation, they will make a strong
people. They are so kind to us and to one another.
Your would, be surprised to find so few beggars in
Korea. A little boy about 10 years old came to our
door the other day begging,- the first that has ever
come to our door. I haven’t seen more than half a
dozen since we came.

I wish I could tell you how kind, our servants are.
I have a woman about ^8 years old who has been a
widow for 15 years; her husband died of cholera, and
according to Korean custom she can never marry. She
has two girls, one a young widow and another an
unmarried, girl. I guess they have to struggle to
exist. She sews and does anything I want her to do.
She will nurse me when I am sick. I have taught her
to hemstitch, make fancy stitches, make button-holes,
and do our way of sewing. Well, I intend to teach her
to knit and do other kinds of work. She is a Christian
and a very nice woman, and just as clean and neat.
I pay her one dollar in cash per week, which is 66-§-£

in gold, at home.
Our cook islearning very fast; he can make such

nice bread and does well making pies and jelly-roll
cake, chicken, beef-steak; he fries so nice.
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missionaries talk who have been and worked in China,
and read reports from missionaries in Africa, I am
glad we are in Korea.

We really do not know what hardships are out here
In Africa where they have to build all their own
houses, make their own furniture, raise all or nearly
all they live on, and if they get anything from
America it is carried perhaps several hundred miles
into the interior on the backs of men, and the
natives are not civilized like the Koreans, we thank
the Lord that He sent us to Korea and not to Africa.
If the Gospel gets hold of the Koreans and it should
become a Christian nation, they will make a strong
people. They are so kind to us and to one another.
Your would be surprised to find so few beggars in
Korea. A little boy about 10 years old came to our
door the other day begging,- the first that has ever
come to our door. I haven’t seen more than half a

dozen since we came.

I wish I could tell you how kind our servants are.
I have a woman about ^8 years old who has been a

widow for 15 years; her husband died of cholera, and
according to Korean custom she can never marry. She
has two girls, one a young widow and another an
unmarried girl. I guess they have to struggle to
exist. She sews and does anything I want her to do.
She will nurse me when I am sick. I have taught her
to hemstitch, make fancy stitches, make button-holes,
and do our way of sewing. Well, I intend to teach her
to knit and do other kinds of work. She is a Christian
and a very nice woman, and just as clean and neat.
I pay her one dollar in cash per week, which is 66-f-p

in gold at home.
Our cook islearning very fast; he can make such

nice bread and does well making pies and jelly-roll
cake, chicken, beef-steak; he fries so nice.
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I really believehe beats me cooking hash. He does
keeD everything so nice and clean. I would not be
afraid to compare his kitchen, dish-towels, and all

with any at home. I often slip out to see how he does
when he does not expect me. Sometimes I catch him
going things I do not approve of, and then he gets a

lecturing, the best I can give in Korean, I expect to

have a No.l cook in another year. We nay him $5.
per month, which would be about S3-§- at home.
All servants out here board themselves. I feel real
sorry for them sometimes and wish they could liVe

we do, but our servants fare far better than the
majority of Koreans. Our cook saves some of his wages
and sends to his parents. How he does it is a mystery

Last night we went to the Union prayer-meeting.
I took my first ride in my new sedan chair. It rides
almost as easy as sitting in a rocking chair. A short
distance two men carry me very easy. The chair is
willow with a foot rest, and the chair is susnended
with ropes made of bamboo in the centre of two poles
each 15 ft. long. The men fasten rooes over the
shoulders and then on the end of the end of his pole.
We pay well, I presume, about 8 to 10 p per hour, or
they will carry the chair one mile and back for about
18p. 'This is better than walking, but it is a poor
way to travel. Oh how I long to take a ride behind
Snot in your nice buggy. Nothing, it seems to me,
would be so nice as to be in the country and see the
beautiful fields covered with the golden grain, and
get the sweet smells from the rich harvest-fields.
No one knows and anoreciates country life unless
they have been there. And we fully appreciate it now
since we are surrounded on all sides by a wall, and
just outside are the dreadful smells. I wish that
these poor people only knew what real happiness means.
And they cannot know as long as they remain in the
state in which they are in. I wish there would come
at once a great reformation and shake these heathen
lands from centre to circumference. But it will never
come through the Greary Act. I wonder if you are as
much concerned about it as we are out here. We keep
pretty wellposted on home news. Harpers Weekly is
full of beautiful illustrations of the World's Fair.
The Christian peonle are very indignant about the
Sunday opening, and I think they should be. I should
not be surprised if the Fair is not a success, and
esoecially f inanci ally . Mr. Whitlock writes us tpat
Moody is doing a grand work in Chicago. Mr. Whitlock
is very indignant the way the directors act. He says
that he has not been inside the grounds since last
Fall, and has no desire to go as long as it is
carried on as it is now, and that is the feeling of
a great many people.
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I really believehe beats me cooking hash. He does
lceeD everything so nice and clean. I would not be
afraid to compare his kitchen, dish-towels, and all
with any at home. I often slip out to see how he does
when he does not expect me. Sometimes I catch him
going things I do not approve of, and then he gets a
lecturing, the best I can give in Korean, I expect to
have a No.l cook in another year. V/e nay him $5.
per month, which would be about $3-§- at home.
All servants out here board themselves. I feel real
sorry for them sometimes and wish they could live

like v*e do, but our servants fare far better than the
majority of Koreans. Our cook saves some of his wages
and sends to his parents. How he does it is a mystery

Last night we went to the Union prayer-meeting.
I took my first ride in my new sedan chair. It rides
almost as easy as sitting in a rocking chair. A short
distance two men carry me very easy. The chair is
willow with a foot rest, and the chair is suspended
with ropes made of bamboo in the centre of two poles
each 15 ft. long. The men fasten ropes over the
shoulders and then on the end of the end of his pole.
We pay well, I presume, about 8 to 10 p per hour, or
they will carry the chair one mile and back for about
18p. This is better than walking, but it is a poor
way to travel. Oh how I long to take a ride behind
Spot in your nice buggy. Nothing, it seems to me,
would be so nice as to be in the country and see the
beautiful fields covered with the golden grain, and
get the sweet smells from the rich harvest-fields.
No one knows and appreciates country life unless
they have been there. And we fully appreciate it now
since we are surrounded on all sides by a wall, and
just outside are the dreadful smells. I wish that
these poor people only knew what real happiness means.
And they cannot know as long as they remain in the
state in which they are in. I wish there would come
at once a great reformation and shake these heathen
lands from centre to circumference. But it will never
come through the Greary Act. I wonder if you are as
much concerned about it as we are out here. We keep
pretty wellposted on home news. Harpers Weekly is
full of beautiful illustrations of the World’s Fair.
The Christian people are very indignant about the
Sunday opening, and I think they should be. I should
not be surprised if the Fair is not a success, and
especially financially. Mr. ’Whitlock writes us that
Moody is doing a grand work in Chicago. Mr. Whitlock
is very indignant the way the directors act. He says
that he has not been inside the grounds since last
Fall, and has no desire to go as long as it is
carried on as it is now, and that is the feeling of
a great many people.
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The attendance is much smaller than had been
anticipated, and great numbers of Christian people
assert their intention that they will not Datronize
the Fair any day in the week if it is not closed on

Sunday. I suppose you and Pa will not attend it

Saturday - morning.
The v:eather has been very warm now for one week

almost every day the thermometer has stood at 88 & 90
in our sitting room, and of course much warmer in the
sun. You cannot know how bad the mosquitoes are out
here. We have mosquito-bar at our windows, but they

were not enough. Two or three nights we were dread-
fully bothered, so we had to put a large Chinese net
over our bed and then tuck it down all under the
matress, and then if we were not careful they would
slip in when we were getting in. For the last 2 night;
we have slept fine. They tell us from this on the
weather will be getting better and better right along
Then from the first of September until the last of
June the weather here is very nice. As I now write
a nice breeze comes in at the west window. Will is
in his study with his teacher. He studies about 3 hrs
each day. My cook is making a cherry pie for dinner.
I am going to the garden and get some sweet corn
so we will have early rose potatoes and sweet corn.
I have nice cabbage large enough to use.

If you could be here I w ould have a young fried
chicken. The cook bought three this morning.
W5 1 1 made me an ice-box and we get ice twice each day,
costs us about 9£ a day, and can keep all the food so
nice. As we boil all the water we drink I put it in
bottles and keeu two on the ice cooling all the time.
So we have almost ice-water constantly. So you see
we dont live so bad, if we are in this heathen land.

Our tin ware came yesterday, for which we are very
glad. We are making out our winter order from Smith
today

.

I trust that this find you as well as it leaves
us. I wish I could hear from you real often.

Your daughter

Best Love to all.
Sal lie F. Swallen
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The attendance is much smaller than had been
anticipated, and great numbers of Christian people
assert their intention that they will not patronize
the Fair any day in the week if it is not closed on
Sunday. I suppose you and Pa will not attend it

Saturday - morning.
The weather has been very warm now for one week

almost every day the thermometer has stood at 88 fr 90
in our sitting room, and of course much warmer in the
sun. You cannot know how bad the mosquitoes are out
here. We have mosquito-bar at our windows, but they

were not enough. Two or three nights we were dread-
fully bothered, so we had to put a large Chinese net
over our bed and then tuck it down all under the
matress, and then if we were not careful they would
slip in when we were getting in. For the last 2 night,
we have slept fine. They tell us from this on the
weather will be getting better and better right along
Then from the first of September until the last of
June the weather here is very nice. As I now write
a nice breeze comes in at the west window. Will is
in his study with his teacher. He studies a.bout 3 hrs
each day. My cook is making a cherry pie for dinner.
I am going to the garden and get some sweet corn
so we will have early rose potatoes and sweet corn.
I have nice cabbage large enough to use.

If you could be here I w ould have a young fried
chicken. The cook bought three this morning.
Will made me an ice-box and we get ice twice each day,
costs us about 9d a da.y, and can keep all the food so
nice. As we boil all the water we drink I put it in
bottles and keen two on the ice cooling all the time.
So we have almost ice-water constantly. So you see
we dont live so bad, if we are in this heathen land.

Our tin ware came yesterday, for which we are very
glad. We are making out our winter order from Smith
today.

I trust that this find you as well as it leaves
us. I wish I could hear from you real often.

Your daughter

Best Love to all.
Sallie F. Swallen



Especially to Ma.

Seoul, Korea - Aug. 1,1893
My dearest Mother,

I fear you worry about me but you need not.
I haven’t been sick one day yet and as a usual thing
I sleep well. I do not think I shall go out anymore
as it is now only two more weeks until I expect to
be sick. Miss Lewis, the Methodist nurse, will come
and be here several days. Mrs. Dr. Hall will be the
doctor. Mrs. Gifford, one of our best missionaries,
will come as long as I want her, to dress and wash
the baby and see that I am alright. And I have a good
Christian Korean woman who I feel I can trust quite
well. I have quite a nice outfit made for the baby.
I sent to San Francisco for a few things and got the
rest here at the Chinese stores. I made my own cradle
or Will made ±he frame and I covered a large low
basket with cheese-cloth and Swiss. I think it looks
fine !

Before this reaches you it will be all over and
I shall be very glad. I do not want you to worry for
one moment, for I know, or feel, that I will get
along alright. I wish you could come, but Oh dear,
I cannot have that great pleasure of having you come
like the rest do. I hope that you wont worry.

Lovingly your daughter,
Sallie. 1

Seoul, Korea - August 8, 1893

My dearest Mother,

As the office closes at ^:30 this afternoon
I will have to hurry as it is after 3 now. We did
not know until this p.m. that the mail leaves.

Just now I know a line will be sufficient so
you know how I am. I am feeling real well, have a
good apoetite and sleep well. I do not try to work
much, nor do not intend to.

I wish I could give you as good a reoort about
myself as I can about Mrs. Moore. She took sick this
morning at 2 o’clock and the baby was born at 10.
How she is resting quite well. The baby is a boy and
weighs 9 lbs. She had Mrs. Dr. Hall and Miss Lewis
the same that I will have.

Be assured that we will ivrite immediately and let
you know just how I am. I have all the clothes in
readiness and ere this reaches you I will be a happy
mother. I wish you knew how hapoy I am.
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Seoul, Korea - Aug. 1,1893
My dearest Mother,

I fear you worry about me but you need not.
I haven* t been sick one day yet and as a usual thing
I sleep well. I do not think I shall go out anymore
as it is now only two more weeks until I exoect to
be sick. Miss Lewis, the Methodist nurse, will come
and be here several days. Mrs. Dr. Hall will be the
doctor. Mrs. Gifford, one of our best missionaries,
will come as long as I want her, to dress and wash
the baby and see that I am alright. And I have a good
Christian Korean woman who I feel I can trust quite
well. I have quite a nice outfit made for the baby.
I sent to San Francisco for a few things and got the
rest here at the Chinese stores. I made my own cradle
or Will made the frame and I covered a large low
basket with cheese-cloth and Swiss. I think it looks
fine !

Before this reaches you it will be all ovgr and
I shall be very glad. I do not want you to worry for
one moment, for I know, or feel, that I will get
along alright. I wish you could come, but Oh dear,
I cannot have that great oleasure of having you come
like the rest do. I hope that you wont worry.

Lovingly your daughter,
Sallie.

Seoul, Korea - August 8, 1893

My dearest Mother,

As the office closes at ^ : 30 this afternoon
I will have to hurry as it is after 3 now. We did
not know until this p.m. that the mail leaves.

Just now I know a line will be sufficient so
you know how I am. I am feeling real well, have a

good appetite and sleep well. I do not try to work
much, nor do not intend to.

I wish I could give you as good a report about
myself as I can about Mrs. Moore. She took sick this
morn.ing at 2 o’clock and the baby was born at 10.
Now she is resting quite well. The baby is a boy and
weighs 9 lbs. She had Mrs. Dr. Hall and Miss Lewis
the same that I will have.

Be assured that we will write immediately and let
you know just how I am. I have all the clothes in
readiness and ere this reaches you I will be a happy
mother. I wish you knew how happy I am.
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Will is just as kind and good as he can be. If you
could only be here my hanpiness would be complete.
I cannot keeo the tears back when I think of you,
my dearest Mother. I wish so much to see you and Pa
and all the rest. Yet I am glad we can have the
privilege of carrying the blessed Gospel to these
people

.

I must close as we have to send our servant now.
We are both feeling well and standing the warm weather
splendid. The weather is beginning to get some cooler
already.

Lovingly your daughter,
Sallie ?. Swallen

Seoul, Korea - August 15, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

Yours of June 28 rec’d. Sallie had not rec'd
any letter from home for three mails, about 5 or 6

weeks, so was beginning to feel quite disturbed.
Yours cheered her up very much. Glad you are all well.

You will have heard ere this the news that we
have a little lady of our own in our home now.
I wish you might see her. She is so sweet. She has a

mouth just like yours. (Sallie cannot write so she
wants me to write for her) The little lady is just
five days old, but is fat, hearty, and just as good
as can be, just like its mother as for that.
Has dark eyes and black hair. Sallie has suffered
no ill at all since the child’s birth, is getting
along so nicely and all thus far is well. We have had
and still have splendid attendants so that she has
the very best of care.

We are both very ha.ppy now. We were before the
baby was born, but now even there has been a wonderful
shower of joy poured out upon us through and by the
ushering into our home of this new and sunny light.
We are very proud of her for she is worth being oroud
of. So is, or ought every baby to be. No one however
hapoy their lot may be knows of the joy that lies
beyond until that joy in reality anoears. Indeed, just
how precious this little jewel in our house is, no
words can ever tell. But we are thankful that God has
given her to us and we are proud, of the honor given.
Just recently four babies were born into our Mission.
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Will is just as kind and good as he can be. If you
could only be here my happiness would be complete.
I cannot keen the tears back when I think of you,
my dearest Mother. I wish so much to see you and Pa
and all the rest. Yet I am glad we ca.n have the
privilege of carrying the blessed Gospel to these
people.

I must close as we have to send our servant now.
We are both feeling well and standing the warm weather
splendid. The weather is beginning to get some cooler
already.

Lovingly your daughter,
Sallie F. Swallen

Seoul, Korea - August 15, 1893

Dear Sister Jennie,

Yours of June 28 rec’d. Sallie had not rec'd
any letter from home for three mails, about 5 or 6

weeks, so was beginning to feel quite disturbed.
Yours cheered her up very much. Glad you are all well.

You will have heard ere this the news that we
have a little lady of our own in our home now.
I wish you might see her. She is so sweet. She has a
mouth just like yours. (Sallie cannot write so she
wants me to write for her) The little lady is just
five days old, but is fat, hearty, and just as good
as can be, just like its mother as for that.
Has dark eyes and black hair. Sallie has suffered
no ill at all since the child’s birth, is getting
along so nicely and all thus far is well. We have had
and still have splendid attendants so that she has
the very best of care.

We are both very happy now. We were before the
baby was born, but now even there has been a wonderful
shower of joy poured out upon us through and by the
ushering into our home of this new and sunny light.
We are very proud of her for she is worth being proud
of. So is, or ought every baby to be. No one however
happy their lot may be knows of the joy that lies
beyond until that joy in reality appears. Indeed, just
how precious this little jewel in our house is, no
words can ever tell. But we are thankful that God has
given her to us and we are proud, of the honor given.
Just recently four babies were born into our Mission.
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We have the honor of having the only little girl,

the others are all boys.
It is very warm here now, but we have an

exceptionally cool house and location. Sallie will
soon be able to write and then will tell you more
than I can about little Olivette Ro Anna S.

Hoping you are all well. We both
i
join together

with all the little one can add in sending you all
our love, our best and richest love to you all at

home

.

Your brother, W.L.Swallen.

Seoul, Korea - Sent. 2, 1893

My dear sister Jennie,

It really seems like an age since I wrote to you
I have received two letters since I wrote. you are
indeed kind to write when you have so much to do.
I do not hear from any of the rest. I have not rec’d
a letter from Etta for a long time. I assure you that
you cannot write too often.

I know you are anxious to know how I am. My baby
was 3 weeks old last Thursday and today I am feeling
well every way, only I have the worst mouth I ever h-ad

had . I think there are about 2 dozen cankers under
my tongue and in my mouth. I cannot chew at all, have
to eat gruel and the like, and the great punishment
I cannot talk worth one cent. The Dr. is coming this
evening and I hope she can do something for me.
I have been in bed nearly all day, but thought as I

did not have to use my tongue I could write you a
letter. I think Will wrote you how nice our baby is.
Well, she is a dear little girl and very good, sleeps
well most of the time. Seldom I have to nurse her
but once during the night, but she gets us out early.
How do you like the name? Olivette RoAnna. It is big
but she will grow to it.

After Mrs. Gifford left I had an English nurse
come each morning to bathe and dress her. One week
tomorrow I began to do it with the help of my Amah.
It is surely the most difficult work I ever did.
I am so afraid of hurting her, but by and by I will
get my hand in. If you look at the advertisement of
Pear soap, a baby in a bowl, you will see a fair
•picture of our baby in the bath. She already seems
to like to be put in the water. I have clothes

enough, only I am a little short of diapers. The Ama.h
has to wash and iron every day.

Mrs. Reynolds of the Southern Presby teriaoi
Mission gave birth to a boy some 4 weeks ago, and
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We have the honor of having the only little girl,
the others are all boys.

It is very warm here now, but v;e ha.ve an
exceptionally cool house and location. Sallie will
soon be able to write and then will tell you more
than I can about little Olivette Ro Anna S.

Hoping you are all well. We bothjjoin together
with all the little one can add in sending you all
our love, our best and richest love to you all at
home

.

Your brother, W.L.Swallen.

Seoul, Korea - Sept. 2, 1893

My dear sister Jennie,

It really seems like an age since I wrote to you
I have received two letters since I wrote. you are
indeed kind to write when you have so much to do.
I do not hear from any of the rest. I have not rec’d
a letter from Etta for a long time. I assure you that
you cannot write too often.

I know you are anxious to know how I am. My baby
was 3 weeks old last Thursday and today I am feeling
well every way, only I have the worst mouth I ever h-ad

had . I think there are about 2 dozen cankers under
my tongue and in my mouth. I cannot chew at a.ll, have
to eat gruel and the like, and the great punishment
I cannot talk worth one cent. The Dr. is coming this
evening and I hope she can do something for me.
I have been in bed nearly all day, but thought as I

did not have to use my tongue I could write you a

letter. I think Will wrote you how nice our baby is.
Well, she is a dear little girl and very good, sleeps
well most of the time. Seldom I ha.ve to nurse her
but once during the night, but she gets us out early.
How do you like the name? Olivette RoAnna. It is big
but she will grow to it.

After Mrs. Gifford left I had an English nurse
come each morning to bathe and dress her. One week
tomorrow I began to do it with the help of my Amah.
It is surely the most difficult work I ever did.
I am so afraid of hurting her, but by and by I will
get my hand in. If you look at the advertisement of
Pea.r soap, a baby in a bowl, you will see a fair
•picture of our baby in the bath. She already seems
to like to be put in the water. I have clothes

enough, only I am a little short of diapers. The Amah
has to wash and iron every day.

Mrs. Reynolds of the Southern Presbyterian
Mission gave birth to a boy some 4 weeks ago, and
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He only lived 10 days, so I think I shall buy some
from her. Mrs. Moore, you know, had her baby boy
2 days before I did; she was only sick about 7 hrs

and I was so dreadful sick for 20. She is still on

her back. Mr. Moore told Will today that he thought
her breast would beal. I feel so sorry for her.

She is up-stairs so I cannot go to see her. I nursed
her baby for one week. My breats are alright. I have
to use a breast pump several times a day, but as the
baby gets larger she will take it all. As yet I do
not do one stroke of work. My cool: has done and. is
doing fine. While I was sick he made 9 glasses of a

very nice plum jelly. One day this week I w ent inthe
kitchen and had him can some peaches and spice some.

I am so sorry that Ma never sent me her recipe
for spicing peaches and making peach butter, but I

shall try it anyway. We get nectarines now; they are
between a peach and a plum, and taste more like our
home peaches. I want to fill every can and jar I have.
I put up some Korean pickles; they are as nice as ours
at home. All of our vines died. We have indeed enjoy-
ed our garden but our potatoes are a failure. We have
potatoes, large ones, but they are so watery and not
nearly as nice as at home. I expect it is because
there has been so much rain. At this time the vines
are green. Our squashes are mammoth things and the

cabbage is nice, but the tomatoes are large and
thrifty vines with no tomatoes. How pretty the sun-
flowers look! -all along theedge of the garden.

My tongue hurts so I will wait till next week to
finish.

Wednesday - I have suffered untold agonies
since I wrote the above. For 3 days I did not eat

solid food and just now I suffer to eat what little
I have to. My mouth is much better and in a day or 2
will be well. My stomach and bowels are all out of fix
The doctor is trying to get them right. I haven’t been
out of doors yet but soon want to take a ride in my
chair. The weather is delightful now. July and August
are past, now comes the most delightful part of the
year in Korea. The heavy rains have washed the filth
out of the streets and they are much better, so Will
says. I haven’t been out of the yard for about 2 mos.

All the missionaries have returned from the
mountains and are ready to begin work. Several start
soon on itinerating trips. Will wants to start Moncj ay

to be gone 5 weeks, if I am not feeling better than
I do now he will not sta.rt so soon. lie goes by him-

self, only with a cook. In Whang-hai province he meets
the evangelist and then they go on working together.
Will has got so he can pray in Korean, not entirely
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He only lived 10 days, so I think I shall buy some
from her. Mrs. Moore, you know, had her baby boy
2 days before I did; she was only sick about 7 hrs
and I was so dreadful sick for 20. She is still on
her back. Mr. Moore told Will today that he thought
her breast would beal. I feel so sorry for her.
She is up-stairs so I cannot go to see her. I nursed
her baby for one week. My breats are alright. I have
to use a breast dupid several times a day, but as the
baby gets larger she will take it all. As yet I do
not do one stroke of work. My cook has done and is
doing fine. While I was sick he made 9 glasses of a
very nice plum jelly. One day this week I w ent inthe
kitchen and had him can some peaches and spice some.

I am so sorry that Ma never sent me her recipe
for spicing peaches and making peach butter, but I

shall try it anyway. We get nectarines now; they are
between a peach and a plum, and taste more like our
home Deaches. I want to fill every can and jar I have.
I put up some Korean pickles; they are as nice as ours
at home. All of our vines died. We have indeed enjoy-
ed our garden but our potatoes are a failure. We have
potatoes, large ones, but they are so watery and not
nearly as nice as at home. I expect it is because
there has been so much rain. At this time the vines
are green. Our squashes are mammoth things and the

cabbage is nice, but the tomatoes are large and
thrifty vines with no tomatoes. How pretty the sun-
flowers look! -all along theedge of the garden.

My tongue hurts so I will wait till next week to
finish.

Wednesday - I have suffered untold agonies
since I wrote the above. For 3 days I did not eat

solid food and just now I suffer to eat what little
I have to. My mouth is much better and in a day or 2
will be well. My stomach and bowels are all out of fix
The doctor is trying to get them right. I haven’t been
out of doors yet but soon want to take a ride in my
chair. The weather is delightful now. July and August
are past, now comes the most delightful part of the
year in Korea. The heavy rains have washed the filth
out of the streets and. they are much better, so Will
says. I haven’t been out of the yard for about 2 mos.

All the missionaries have returned from the
mountains and are ready to begin work. Several start
soon on itinerating trios. Will wants to start Monci ay

to be gone 5 weeks, if I am not feeling better than
I do now he will not start so soon. He goes by him-

self, only with a cook. In IVhang-hai province he meets
the evangelist and then they go on working together.
Will has got so he can pray in Korean, not entirely
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off hand, but he soon will have command, of the

language so he can. I feel so bad to have him go

but°he is here to carry the Gospel to these people
and country work is the very best way to get the

language. Will says if it was not for me he would
be in the country half the time. I am so glad I have

the dear baby. She will be so much company. The Amah
will sleep in the sitting room on the floor and be wit:

with me all the time. She is perfectly devoted to the

baby and is so kind and good to me. I will have to do
most of my cooking, as the boy knows very little
about kitchen work. I wish you could see how nice he
has washed and ironedsince I have been sick. Today he
is washing some of my colored dresses and black stock-
ings in rain-water I had. them catch.

We are well situated now for Will to leave me,
the Moores living in the other part of the house.
When we are sent to some other place perhaps I will
not be so fortunate. We are quite sure that we will
not go to Pyeng Yang. I am so in hopes that we can
stay in Seoul. In October the Presbyterian Mission
of Korea will convene for the Annual Meeting. Maybe
then it will be decided. At the present time the k

Methodist Mission is holding the Annual Meeting.
Bishop Foster and Dr. Leonard are here. Dr. Leonard is
the man «who ran for Governor of Ohio on the

Prohibition tickets ome years ago.
Dr. and Mrs. Allen came back to Korea last week.

He is secretary of the II. S. Legation. I am anxious to
see Mrs. Allen; she was at Delaware 2 months.

The new doctor to our Mission came last week,
Dr. Avison from Toronto. His wife gave birth to a
child at Fusan on the way out here and when it was
5 weeks old they came on to Seoul.

Dr. Allen called on us yesterday. lvhen we told
him that you failed to see any Koreans at Chicago, he
thought it very strange. He said that Korea had a very
prominent place in the manufacturing building; well,
it is the building that covers so many acres.
Dr. Allen took a great deal of pains fend spent a

great deal of time with the Korean exhibit.
The King of Korea sent the Royal Band, -the only
talent we could, send. They played at the opening for
the President. After that Dr. Allen sent them back.
He could not understand why they were sent. There are
quite a number of Koreans there all the time. I hope
tou can go again. I see the gates have been closed
on Sunday, but it is only because of money, not

because they wanted to observe the Sa^bbath.
I just noxv went in to see after the baby.

She is surely a little beauty and so sweet in her
crib. Wish you could see the sight!
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The crib is a large flat basket set in a frame
which Will made and I covered with pink cheese-cloth
covered with Swiss. I haven’t slept with her one
night and do not expect to. I put her to bed from
seven to nine, just as she wakens. Then she wakens
between 12 and 2. Will brings her to me, I nurse her,
change her, and she usually sleens until morning.
Wont it be nice if it continues so? I put her to bed
wide awake and very often she goes to sleep. When
Mrs. Moore is well, so the noise does not hurt her,
the baby can cry, for I will have her toted about.
Just as soon as I can I shall have her picture taken
and send home. When I am once well and myself again
I shall enjoy the little dear, I know. If I could
only cone home with her and stay while Will is in the
country it would make me more than happy. When I read
your letters and know how much work you do I feel
ashamed at the little that I do. You will surely
break down if you d.ont do different. And now you have
extra work in the P.0. I really feel ashamed about
you doing so much, for I fear you will break down.,
some of these days. And so muchcompany as you have
and do all the cooking. But you have things so handy
at home and so much to eat. We are hampered here in
so many ways, and yet we live better than we expected
I should enjoy one of your good dinners, I might just
as well confess that I am not the good cook and house
keeper that you are. But our here I cam blame it Pn
the servants when things are not alright.

I am soon going to begin studying again. I will
keep Will’s teacher while he is gone and after he
comes back I shall have one by myself. It is no
satisfaction to be among these neople and not able to
talk to them. I can now give all my own orders very
well, about the house, but I want to be able to talk
and give the Gospel to the women when they come to
our house. The mail does not go out u ntil Friday so
I will write a little more before it goes, so you wil}
know how I am improving.

Lovingly your sister Sallie.
Friday Morning.

My mouth is almost well but my throat is a
little sore yet. I am quite sure in a few days I will
be alright. My bowels are getting much better.

Little Olivette is well; she only had us up
once last night.

I am making pickle peaches, peach-butter, and
canning some.

The mail must go to the Office.
Write as often as you can.

Sallie.



- 4 - Seot. 2, 1893
The crib is a large flat basket set in a frame
which Will made end I covered with pink cheese-cloth
covered with Swiss. I haven’t slept with her one
night and do not expect to. I put her to bed from
seven to nine, just as she wakens. Then she wakens
between 12 and 2. Will brings her to me, I nurse her,
change her, and she usually sleeps until morning.
Wont it be nice if it continues so? I put her to bed
wide awake and very often she goes to sleep. When
Mrs. Moore is well, so the noise does not hurt her,
the baby can cry, for I will have her toted about.
Just as soon as I can I shall have her picture taken
and send home. When I am once well and myself again
I shall enjoy the little dear, I know. If I could
only come home with her and stay while Will is in the
country it would make me more than happy. When I read
your letters and know how much work you do I feel
ashamed at the little that I do. You will surely
break down if you dont do different. And now you have
extra work in the P.0. I really feel ashamed a.bout

you doing so much, for I fear you will break down.,
some of these days. And so muchcompany as you have
and do all the cooking. But you have things so handy
at home and so much to eat. We are hampered here in
so many ways, and yet we live better than we expected
I should enjoy one of your good dinners. I might just
as well confess that I am not the 'rood cook and house
keeper that you are. But our here I can blame it bn
the servants when things are not alright.

I am soon going to begin studying again. I will
keep Will’s teacher while he is gone and after he
comes back I shall have one by myself. It is no
satisfaction to be among these people and not able to
talk to them. I can now give all my own orders very
well, about the house, but I want to be able to talk
and give the Gospel to the women when they come to
our house. The mail does not go out u ntil Friday so
I will write a little more before it goes, so you wil}
know how I am improving.

Lovingly your sister Sallie.
Friday Morning.

My mouth is almost well but my throat is a
little sore yet. I am quite sure in a few days I will
be alright. My bowels are getting much better.

Little Olivette is well; she only had us up
once last night.

I am making pickle peaches, peach-butter, and
canning some.

The mail must go to the Office.
Write as often as you can.

Sallie.



Seoul, Korea - Sept. 21, 1893
My dear Jennie,

Almost every mail brings a letter from you, so
when one does not come I feel disappointed. I was
blue for a letterwhen the last mail came and your
letter was absent. You are very faithful in writing
and I hope to do as well. I wrote a short letter to
Ma today; I know she is very anxious to hear from me.
I trust she doesn’t worry, for it is useless.
Win has gone on another evangelistic tour, only to
stay A weeks this time, he would have gone one week
sooner but the rains and high waters prevented him.
He took the cook and 2 "na-po"s (men who lead horses)
This time he will be out 4 weeks without hearing any
English. Wouldn’t I be glad to come home and bring
the baby while he is gone! I do not let myself think
of these things much, or I should not be so happy.
I know I want to see you all just as bad as you do me.
And I presume even more, forthere are so many of you
all and you see one another so often.

Friday p.m. The baby cried and of course I had to
stop. She requires a great deal of attention. I have
been so busy all day today just from one thing to
another. Since Will has gone to the country, the Amah
sleeps here and then goes home about 10 or 11 o’clock

for her breakfast, so that leaves me most of the day
alone. I have had a seige with my mouth. It has been
sore almost 4 weeks nov;, but I am happy to say it is

getting some better. I am living this week on milk and
bread and eggs. When I can eat I can get strong.

When I got this f ar I was interrupted. Since then them
were more than a dozen Korean women for a sight-see.
I let them come in; some were nice while others want-

ed to be into everything. I get so nervous I hardly
know what to do with myself or them. I soon sent them
to see Mrs. Moore. We have become acquainted with some
of the women around here, and we are quite anxious to
get them
down, on

to come to
Sunday and

the meetings,
with the help

Miss Strong comes
of one of the little

girls from the school she holds meetings. Mrs. Moore's
Amah is a Christian, and understand the Bible quite
well, so we are expecting her to help as she is old,
She will have more influence than the girls. My Amah
was with Mrs. M.F. Scranton for 3 years in the M.E.
Girls school, but I dont believe she knows much about
the Bible. She is a real good, faithful woman and is
so careful with my baby. Korean women show as much

as American, and I believe thev love theirchildren as much. Pool* v/omen, tfiey are so
yt±ed doSn f o

the Korean customs; it is hard to do much with them.
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for her breakfast, so that leaves me most of the day
alone. I have had a seige with my mouth. It has been
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When I got this f ar I was interrupted. Since then ther<
were more than a dozen Korean women for a sight-see.
I let them come in; some were nice while others want-

ed to be into everything. I get so nervous I hardly
know what to do with myself or them. I soon sent them
to see Mrs. Moore. We have become acquainted with some
of the women around here, and we are quite anxious to
get them to come to the meetings. Miss Strong comes
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girls from the school she holds meetings. Mrs. Moore's
Amah is a Christian, and understand the Bible quite
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Girls school, but I dont believe she knows much about
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as American, and I believe they love theirchildren as much. Poor women, they are so tied down to
the Korean customs; it is hard to do much with them.
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My- Amah told me this morning that a wife never takes
her husband’s name, but always keeps her father’s

while the children take their father’s name. The girls
do have names. Our house-boy has a little girl 3 weeks
younger than our baby. I told him to call it Marie,
because he could pronounse it well. He pleased to give
it a Mekoo&Amer ican) name. I gave him some muslin to

make it some clothes. He says his wife studies the
Bible and believes it. Yesterday he asked me for the
Story of the Bible in Korea; he and wife wanted to
read it.

Saturday afternoon -

I have worked hard all day cleaning up my house.
I left the house in charge of the servants so long it
was pretty dirty, and the corners needed digging out.
My bedroom looks quite neat and clean now. It will
soon be time to clean house and put down the carpets
and then fires must be kept up and they will get so
dirty; if you co’ild see how everything molds you
would not wonder that we put our carpets away.
The matting gets white with mold, and the books, -well
everything molds,- Will’s shoes molded {ganging by the
kitchen stove. I am glad that the rainy season is over
They tell us that the Fall here is beautiful.

I just now think about it,- you asked me if that
coin was for Will (Ashbrook). It is like the Japanese

coins used to be.
Mrs. Bunker gave a tea for the Presbyterian ladies

and then took their pictures , -herewith one. They are
not very good. Mrs. Moore with the hat on; Mrs. Dr.
Vinton just behind her. Miss Strong to Mrs. Moore’s
left, and Miss Doty to the right, with one eye clear
out. iMrs. Reynolds to my left, and Miss Arbuckle just

in front of her. Mrs. Gifford in the chair; Miss Tate
to her left, and Miss Davis to her left. Mrs. Underwood
with the little boy (what you can see of him).

During the time of the Annual Meeting they say that
they are going to have a picture of the whole Mission.
Sorry you did not know which was Will in the picture.
It is Mr. Lee in the middle. As soon as I can I want
to get- some good views of Korea to send home. I am
anxious to get the baby’s picture to send home.
I cannot tell you what a sweet baby she is! She is so
much comp an y while Will is gone. She is surely a
beautiful child with her clear white skin, her sweet
little mouth. Will says, "like yours"; her big dark
eyes, I know they will be brown. And her nose is
coming up alright. It is surely a grand thing to be
the mother of a darling child. I am anxious to get

well and strong so I can begin to study again.
My Amah teaches me a great deal; almost every day I
get new words and phrases from her. Your sister, Sail!
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Dear Brother Will,

Your letter came while I was side, so I have
not yet attempted to answer. I also cec’d a letter
from Mr. Wagner

,
and told him that he could keep the

money as long as he wanted it, provided he would pa^y

8 % after the note became due, and that he should let
you know, which he did before he rec’d my letter.
Those are the last taxes I have to pay. I am, indeed^:

to you for your kindness in looing after my business
affairs. When I asked you to do it I felt you

would do all right by me. I have confidence in your
business ability and judgment, and assure you I do
not wish to make a transfer.

When I w rote you to consult Add. I did not
expect you to consult him in every little thing, nor
do I now. But I thought when Mr. Wagner paid the
$850. or $900. that perhaps you two together might
be able to get it in a good place for a long time.
I do not want you to feel that I do not have confi-
dence in your judgment. I am. very grateful to you
for your trouble, and want you to take out what you
think is right for your trouble.

Mr. Swallen has gone to the country again.
I hope he will send an article about his trip when
he returns. He thought he sent you an article about
May or June, but I told him he did not. I t hink he
sent it to Chicago. I hope I can find time to send
something before long. It is almost time for the
mail to go to the office.

Sincerely, yours

,

Sallie Fisher Swallen.
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Dear Sister Jennie,
Your letter came in the last mail. Two mails

had come without any letter. The mail leaves in the

morning, or I would not be writing this evening.
I have the worst cold I have had in a long time; my
head is just roaring. My mouth got entirely well, but

some new places broke out again, so I have commenced
to doctor. I have begun to feel more like myself, but

it seems one thing isn't over until another sets in.

I began to study this week, but it goes rather
slow. Sometimes in the midst of my lesson, I have to
get up and nurse the baby. I have begun to clean the
house, and find if I want it done right I have to do it

myself. I set the house-boy to cleaning the diningroom,
rubbing down the walls, and washing the wood-work, but
I had to go in and most of it over. I v enture to say
your girl can do more and do it better than 3 of these
eervants. I wish I could have one real good servant
and not have so many around. But such is Korean custom.
If a Korean had as much house and as many things as we
have, he would have servants by the do^en. You haven't
the least idea the strain that we have all the time,
being able to talk so little and do so little, and £now
that I have my baby I live in fear that she will get
some of these dreadful deseases. Will said before he
left that we would take the best care of her. We know
how and trust the rest to the Lord, and that is what
we are doing. Korean women come to see her, and. it is
almost impossible to keep their hands off of her.
I just stand over her and. keep them away the best I

can; but it is pretty hard. Nice women come, are clean
and neat, but they usually bring some servants and a
lot of servants, and I cannot tell you how dirty they
are. We are going to have her vaccinated very soon;
I wont have her taken out until she is. I will be so
glad when “ill gets back; he has been gone over 2 weeks
and haven't heard one word, and wont hear until he
comes back Saturday- one-week.

Friday morning before breakfast-I slept good and
I think my cold is some better. Olivette only got me up
once and is still sleeping. She is indeed a good baby
for hours. She will lie awake and she is beginning to
laugh and coo and. notice things. I haven't cried and

been so lonely this time Will has been gone, as I was
last Spring. My baby is surely a precious little

treasure. Our boy has learned to cook, so I clont have
to get my meals. He does almost as well as our cook.
I fear he will aspire to be a cook and leave us.
Cooks get $6. a month and house-boys $4.
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I do feel sorry for these people, and feet they will
have a hard tine this winter. Kice is now 500 cash or

15p for one measure (about 1 gal.) They say that they
cannot afford to buy. Their clothes and cotton are
very dear; 1 lb. of cotton is a.bout 30£. And muslin
is from 10 to 1^<£ a yard. Wood is very dear; I think
one cord would cost $5 br 86,- this is all silver, of
course. The Koreans do not use much wood; they burn
pine branches gathered from the mountains. We buy
wood for kindling, by the ox and pony load.

Our garden did not amount to what we expected.
The corn was eaten with worms, and the potatoes are
watery, and the cabbages all burst open a.nd rot.
I have made about 2 gal. of krout. The tomatoes were
large but very few, and then they would rot before
they ripened; so I picked the green ones and made
5 qts. of pickles. Now our garden is as green and
fresh looking as in June. Of course some of the eve
vegetables are dead. You said that you had so many
onions. I wish you would tell us hot to raise them,
how to get sets, and how to have onions early in the
Spring and for winter use. Nobody out here knows how
to raise them. We both Jike them so well.

The mail is just ready to go, so I must stop.
Lovingly your sister Sallie.

Dear Jennie,
We found out today that we could send a leopard

skin to America just as it is, and the duty is very
little. We will send it to Smith’s Cast Store, and
have them Express it to you; he will pay the duty
and the express. It core s a raw-hide; if we had it
tanned in Japan and then sent, the duty would be very
high. So you send it immediately to some good tannery
and have it tanned and mounted on red felt. You can

do as you like, but I believe I would have the legs
open to the paw. But the tanner will know how it
ought to be done. It is rather small, but the only one
vie have been able to get. I want a tiger skin, and the
man promised to bring one, but he hasn't done so yet.
You take the interest money and pay all the expenses
and present it to Pa and Ma. I hope to send you one

some of these days. I hope it will come alright, and
we will put it in a box; I think it will. I shall put
in some Korean coins for Will; also some Japanese.
I ivould send some other things, but it would not do
with a raw-hide.
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I do feel sorry for these people, and feet they will
have a hard time this winter. Sice is now 500 cash or

15d for one measure (about 1 gal.) They say that they
cannot afford to buy. Their clothes and cotton are
very dear; 1 lb. of cotton is about 30p . And muslin
is from 10 to 1^<£ a yard. Wood is very dear; I think
one cord would cost $5 dr 36,- this is all silver, of
course. The Koreans do not use much wood; they burn
pine branches gathered from the mountains. We buy
wood for kindling, by the ox and pony load.

Our garden did not amount to what we expected.
The corn was eaten with worms, and the potatoes are
watery, and the cabbages all burst open and rot.
I have made about 2 gal. of krout. The tomatoes were
large but very few, and then they would rot before
they ripened; so I picked the green ones and made
5 qts. of pickles. Now our garden is as green and
fresh looking as in June. Of course some of the eve
vegetables are dead. You said that you had so many
onions. I wish you would tell us hot to raise them,
how to get sets, and how to have onions early in the
Spring and for winter use. Nobody out here knows how
to raise them. We both Jike them so well.

The mail is just ready to go, so I must stop.
Lovingly your sister Sallie.

Dear Jennie,
We found out today that we could send a leopard

skin to America just as it is, and the duty is very
little. Vie will send it to Smith’s Cast Store, and
have them Express it to you; he will pay the duty
and the express. It cores a raw-hide; if we had it
tanned in Japan and then sent, the duty would be very
high. So you send it immediately to some good tannery
and have it tanned and mounted on red felt. You can

do as you like, but I believe I would have the legs
open to the paw. But the tanner will know how it
ought to be done. It is rather small, but the only one
we have been able to get. I want a tiger skin, and the
man promised to bring one, but he hasn’t done so yet.
Y'ou take the interest money and pay all the expenses
and present it to Pa and Ma. I hope to send you one

some of these days. I hope it will come alright, and
we will put it in a box; I think it will. I shall put
in some Korean coins for Will; also some Japanese.
I would send some other things, but it would not do
with a raw-hide.
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This Saturday night and our time for a bath, so I

must close. Hope you will write as often as you can
find time.

With much love, your sister,
S. Swallen.

Monday morning -

How busy we are getting the letters ready, and
the skin packe.- and ready to go. I put in some coins,
some Chinese, Japanese, and a few Korean, as the
Korean is not yet used here we only have this many.
In the Korean the 5 Fun is 1£ ,

the 1 Fun is l/5 of lp
and the l/4 nyang is 5£

.

Japanese 1 yeti is $1 ;
20 sen is 20 10 sen is lOp

I hope the hide won’t spoil on the way. If this
reaches you we will try sending again.

Olivette is bothering us so ive can scarcely do
anything. Such a busy bee as she is!

Your sister, S.S.

October 21y 1893
Dear Sister Jennie,

Your letter of Sept. 7 came one week ago. Our
letter home made good time, and yours back also.
I am glad you did hear so soon, for I know that
you could not help being worried. I am sure that

you folks do not want to see my baby any worse than
I want you to see her. I am glad to tell you that
1 am well and quite myself again, however am quite
thin; have no trouble wearing any of my dresses,
while Mrs. Moore has to have all of hers made larger
Olivette RoAnna is well and a very happy little
creature. Sometimes she wants her own way and cries

like fury, but I just let her cry and the next time
she does not exnect it and does not cry so long.
The Amah would walk the floor with her from morning
till night if T would let her. I will not allow her
held but little. I hope to discipline her a little,
at least. I an very happy indeed with her. She
seems to have a quiet happy disposition and we think
of course she is just about right. When she was just
2 months old she weighed 12 lbs, a gain of 4 lbs. in
2 months. I still have to use the breat pump every
day; I have so much milk. I am very busy just now.
The Presbyterian Mission is holding their meeting.
Last Monday and Tuesday an examination was held for
all the missionaries in the Korean language. I took
mine here at the house and then went for the orals.
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This Saturday night and our time for a bath, so I

must close. Hope you will write as often as you can
find time.

With much love, your sister,
S. Swallen.

Monday morning -

How busy we are getting the letters ready, and
the skin packer and ready to go. I put in some coins,
some Chinese, Japanese, and a few Korean, as the
Korean is not yet used here we only have this many.
In the Korean the 5 Fun is 1<£, the 1 Fun is l/5 of 1£
and the l/4 nyang is 5£

.

Japanese 1 yet is $1 ;
20 sen is 20 10 sen is 10£

I hope the hide won’t spoil on the way. If this
reaches you we will try sending again.

Olivette is bothering us so ive can scarcely do
anything. Such a busy bee as she is!

Your sister, S.S.

October 21y 1893
Dear Sister Jennie,

Your letter of Sept. 7 came one week ago. Our
letter home made good time, and yours back also.
I am glad you did hear so soon, for I know that
you could not help being worried. I am sure that

you folks do not want to see my baby any worse than
I want you to see her. I am gl?d to tell you that
1 am well and quite myself again, however am quite
thin; have no trouble wearing any of my dresses,
while Mrs. Moore has to have all of hers made larger
Olivette RoAnna is well and a very happy little
creature. Sometimes she wants her own way and cries

like fury, but I just let her cry and the next time
she does not expect it and does not cry so long.
The Amah would walk the floor with her from morning
till night if I would let her. I will not allow her
held but little. I hope to discipline her a little,
at least. I am very happy indeed with her. She
seems to have a quiet hanpy disposition and we think
of course she is just about right. When she was just
2 months old she weighed 12 lbs, a gain of 4 lbs. in
2 months. I still have to use the breat pump every
day; I have so much milk. I am very busy just now.
The Presbyterian Mission is holding their meeting.
Last Monday and Tuesday an examination was held for
all the missionaries in the Korean language. I took
mine here at the house and then went for the orals.
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I was complimented on my oral one, but do not know
about the written. The Wonsan missionaries are here,
so I have invitee them to dinner two at a time, and
of course I had to see to the cooking. This evening

Mr. Gale and Mr. Moffett will be here for supper, but
I expect to put the responsibility on my cook for
once. I do not have company like you do, but I wish I

could have more. I enjoy having them come; so does
Will.

Do you make soup? The East is a great place for
soups. I have learned to like almost any kind, even
ox- tail soup. I make vegetable soup a great deal,-
boil the beef in a quantity of water, then put the
meat in the oven and skim the grease, add to the

water all kinds of vegetables. I put in 1 onion, 1

carrot, 1 leek, some parsley or celery, and you can
use few or many vegetables. When you use it, strain
so none of the vegetables will be in the soup.
I strain when we have company, but when we are alone

I leave them in. For dinner today I had caulef lower

;

I only had a little as only 3 stalks headed. I like it
so much and will to raise some next year. Our celery
is very nice; we have only a little; would have had a

quantity but our servant killed the plants by putting
on so much water. I made, I presume, 2 gal. of sour-
kraut; its so good now. Will’s mother has sent us
some ham; we will enjoy it with the pork. Our order
we sent in July to Smith’s Cash Store is now in
Chemulpo. I almost fear the things you sent got there
too late to come with our things, but if they did
there are so many sending all the time, that Smith

will send them on the first opportunity he has.
I wrote to Add to send us some maple sugar,

and Will would pay him, but as yet I haven’t heard
from him. As we can byy so many things in Korea, we
willafter this send a very small order to America,
and live as much as we can off the country. It is
very necessary for us to always have on hand canned
milk. We can buy milk here at 14p per qt., but some-
times we cannot get it at all. At the present time
we cannot get it. We count the duty and freight about
half what the groceries cost in America. Our living
out here is very expensive; if it was not that we
could lay up quite a little.

One day last week a Korean sent her servant
for me to come and call on her. I went alone; they
brought out a stool for me to sit on, but I s aid”No,
I will sit as you do." She had some very pretty
pieces of Brussels carpet spread down. I sat down and
talked the best I could. I took her a little bowl of
grape jelly. In a few days she came with some more
women to see me, and brought one strong of eggs.
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I was complimented on my oral one, but do not know
about the written. The Wonsan missionaries are here,
so I have invitee them to dinner two at a time, and
of course I had to see to the cooking. This evening

Mr. Gale and Mr. Moffett will be here for supper, but
I expect to put the responsibility on my cook for
once. I do not have company like you do, but I wish I

could have more. I enjoy having them come; so does
Will.

Do you make soup? The East is a great place for
soups. I hc.ve learned to like almost any kind, even
ox-tail soup. I make vegetable soup a great deal,-
boil the beef in a quantity of water, then put the
meat in the oven and skim the grease, add to the

water all kinds of vegetables. I put in 1 onion, 1

carrot, 1 leek, some parsley or celery, and you can
use few or many vegetables. When you use it, strain
so none of the vegetables will be in the soup.
I strain when we have company, but when we are alone

I leave them in. For dinner today I had caulef lower

;

I only had a little as only 3 stalks headed. I like it
so much and will to raise some next year. Our celery
is very nice; we have only a little; would have had a

quantity but our servant killed the plants by putting
on so much water. I made, I presume, 2 gal. of sour-
kraut; its so good now. Will's mother has sent us
some ham; we will enjoy it with the pork. Our order
we sent in July to Smith's Cash Store is now in
Chemulpo. I almost fear the things you sent got there
too late to come with our things, but if they did
there are so many sending all the time, that Smith

will send them on the first opportunity he has.
I wrote to Add to send us some maple sugar,

and Will would pay him, but as yet I haven't heard
from him. As we can byy so many things in Korea, we
willafter this send a very small order to America,
and live as much as we can off the country. It is
very necessary for us to always have on hand canned
milk. We can buy milk here at 14£ per qt., but some-
times we cannot get it at all. At the present time
we cannot get it. We count the duty and freight about
half what the groceries cost in America. Our living
out here is very expensive; if it was not that we
could lay up quite a little.

One day last week a Korean sent her servant
for me to come and call on her. I went alone; they
brought out a stool for me to sit on, but I s aid"No,
I will sit as you do." She had some very pretty
pieces of Brussels carpet spread down. I sat down and
talked the best I could. I took her a little bowl of
grape jelly. In a few days she came with some more
women to see me, and brought one strong of eggs.
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Korean eggs are put up in "strong" of 10 eggs, a long
case made of straw just as big around as the eggs,

and long enough to hold 10. Now when the women come
for a sight-see, I ask if I can come to see them.
I hope in a little while to be able to tell them a

little of the Gospel. I can now tell them about the
meetings, and tell them to come. I intend to study
every day when the Annual Meeting is over.

Will came back from the country one week aged
Thursday; he stood the trip well. At this meeting
we will be released from going to PyengYang, and
either stay in Seoul or go to Wonsen. It is a seaport
in nottheast Korea. Will is quite anxious to go there.

So is Mr. Lee, so we do not know which it will be.
I do not get to attend many of the meetings, since

the baby came, but I enjoy staying at home with her.
I think of so many things I want to tell you,

when I am about my work, but I come tow rite I cannot
think of them a? 1. Miss Frey from Bellfount aine ,0.

arrived in Seoul, Oct. 14. I was indeed glad to see her
It seemed like on coming from home. She will work in
the M.E. Girls School.

As I expect to have company for supper, I must
close. Give my love to all.

Lovingly your sister,
Sal lie F. Swallen.

Seoul, Korea - Nov. 17, 1893

My dear Jennie,

Your letter of Sept. 26 came last week. It made me
glad, and wish I could be at home, so you could help
me fix the baby's clothes. Well, you dont know how
thankful I am for your kindness. I thank you many
times now, and will thank you again when the things
get here. It was my fault; I ought not to have said
that I would send for more, but I found I could buy
a number of things here, so I got them. A Chinese
merchant from Hong Kong came here, and has quite a
lot of nice English goods, which are cheaoer than
American. 3ut the trouble is they dont know what to
other, and have a lot of things that we do not want.
Little by little they are finding out and are sending
for things that they c an sell. Last Spring they got
some English carpets which W'-re much cheaper than we
could get at home, and were very pretty. I am so
cmxious for the things to come. You know what a treat
it is to open a box from home, but these boxes dont

have any of Ha's good chicken, cake, apples , etc , in them
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They are very acceptable anyway; I am glad and thank-
ful for everything.

I wish you could see Olivette RoAnna now. She is
3 months and 7 days old now and weighs 14 lbs; her
eyes are turning brown and her skin is smooth and
very white. She is indeed a pretty child. She certain-
ly has a gentle good disoosition; she does not wake
crying but laughing. I can waker her out of a sound
sleep and she will laugh over it. She will be quiet,
laughing and cooing for sometimes 3 hrs. I call her
a clock-baby; she nurses by the clock, and it is a

splendid thing for me. I always bathe her between 9

and 10 each morning, and she loves the bath, and then
she nurses and usually sleeps while I study from 11
till 1 o’clock. Between 2 and 3 I feed her again;
then about 7 she takes her suoper and I put her to
bed for the night. I do not rock her to sleep. She
always goes to bed awake and sometimes she cries her-
self to sleep, but that is what makes her good.
Not often, but sometimes she sleeps until 5 or 6 the
next morning; she did last night. Usually she wakens
about 2 in the night; she eats and goes right to
sleep again. Then about 6 she takes her breakfast,
and a short nap and is awake until she has her bath.

That is her daily program. I try to be here always
at those times so she can eat and not cry because
she is hungry.

Now while I am waiting she is snoring like Pa -

not quite as loud however. I am getting along very
well with the clothes that I have. I have crocheted
2 sets of booties, the first ones she cannot get on.
Her little shirts are too small; I have had to make
new ones. I got some German flannel, knit cuffs and
knit around the neck so they fit up close. I like
them quite well. Her clothes are all quite plain
but I think very comfortable. Mrs. Underwood sent me
2 little flannel night-gowns which I think are nice.

I will be glad for the cloak and hood. I havent
had her out any yet but will want to take her a littl
when the we at her is warmer, and nice. One of the
ladies, Miss Davis, is teaching me how to crochet a

hood.- I will now get along with what I have and
make the goods you send into short? clothes, It will
not be long until I will be putting short clothes
on her, yet her dresses are short compared with baby
dresses a long time ago. Only make them a little
over 30 in. long and I like them. I never would
make those long dresses. I had her vaccinated 2

weeks ago and it has taken beautifully. She was a

little sick from it but is better now. We want to
have her picture taken but the Japanese has broken
his instantaneous process and is repairing it; just
as soon as we can we will have it taken.
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I am so sorry that I haven’t the Christmas things
ready to send, but it cannot be helped. Some little
things will be come by and by. I wish I could send
everyone of our folks something, but the sending them

is the trouble. On those few things we sent we paid
almost as much duty as they cost. If we send by mail
the postage covers the duty, but on a large article
the postage is so much. Everything we get from
America we have to pay a big duty. On our groceries
the freight and duty costs almost half wh*rt they cost
in America. So you dod not waonder that we want to
live as much as we can off the country.

At the Annual Meeting the Mission appointed us
for Gens an, a t own in North East Korea on the Japanese
sea. Will went there the next week after the meeting
closed to rent a house and buy land on which to build
our house. He had our house all planned and ready to
send to the Board before he went, so it may be out
house will be built next summer. We will go there in
the Spring, I suppose. I expect Will back next week,
then we will know.

The new doctor for PyengYang came last week, a

fine looking man. Mr. Moffett has gone there to stay
all winter. There is not another foreigner there. He
will quietly work there with his evangelist and after
while get the place opened for work. I made him a big
fruit cake to take along and wished that I could do
more for him. His cook will prepare him American food,
but cannot bake anything for he will not have a stove.
I wish you could know Mrr Moffett, he is a lovely man.
1 wish he had a good wife. He will go to American in
2 or 3 years and then I presume bring one out.
Mr. Lee is now on his way to America to get married.
He will return in March with his wife and her mother.
The Mission still kept him for PyengYang. I am so
thankful that we can go to Gensan. It is a treaty

port, and we wont have to be getting passports all
the time. It would be nice to live in Seoul for many
reasons; here we see so many foreigners, and every
Sunday hear a sermon in English. Of course Seoul is
the centre of Korea. Koreans are always coming here.
Every missionary who has left Seoul says they would
not come back; they like the work so much better in
the country. On the seashore will surely be a delight-
ful place to live. Gensan is only about 300 mi. from
G1 ad avi stock, a Russian town in Manchuria. They tell
us it is just like a Western town, large buildings,
street-cars, and it is from this place that the rail-
road starts to cross Siberia.
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They have it already built out a great many miles.
Steamers run direct from Shanghai to Gensan, so we
will not have any trouble getting what we want. We
are both glad and very happy over the appointment.

Last Sat. we had an opportunity of seeing the
Korean king, in all his royal paraphernalia. I was
only about 10 ft. from him, so had a splendid view.
I would only be too glad if I could describe the whole
affair, but I dont believe any kind of a picture could
be given.

Saturday afternoon - I began to try to describe it
but haven’t time to finish it in this letter.
This morning just after breakfast Will came.
He traveled about 15 mi. this morning. I was so glad
to have him come home. I hope he will stay a while

now. He did not suceed in renting a house, but perhaps
Mr. Gale will get one after a while. We are in quite a

perdicament just now, -winter is upon us and there is a

coal famine. V/e are not able to buy one bit of Korean
coal. The report is that the king has ordered all to
be sent to the palace. Will ordered 2 ton of Japanese
coal today, at $9.50 per ton. There is American coal
at Chemulpo so we will sent down there for 2 ofi 3 ton
We ordered our coal about ^ months ago, but here we
are without any. I am quite sure we wont freeze, but
it may be a little inconvenient for us. Will is well
pleased with Gensan, and is ever so glad to go there

Supper is ready and we must send these to the office,
So I cannot write more this time. I wish you would

tell me why Etta dont write to me; I think it strange
Write just as often as you can. Will joins me in
sending our love to all.

Lovingly your sister,
Sallie F. Swallen.
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Dear Sister Jennie,

The box arrived last night all right. I cantl

tell you how thankful I am; words cannot express it.

I am so much pleased with everything. I am sure I

could not have made as good a select] on as you did.
T think the sacque you made is beautiful, also the cap
and blanket, for which I am so thankful. Sometime ago
Mrs. Moore rec f d a small box from some of her friends
and they sent her gold buttons for the baby’s dresses.
I thought how glad I would be for some, and now I have
pins which are much prettier than hers. I think the
goods beautiful for her cloak. I will soon get the
Chinese tailor to make it. I wish I knew some pretty
way. I will line it with Korean silk, and I presume
make it plain, as I will put her in short clothes in
about 3 months more. J shall make the goods into short
dresses, and let her wear what she has. The dresses I

had hem-stitched are quite pretty. I wish I could send
you a hem-stitched dress made by my Amah. I am in hope:
I can send some things home after a while. The goods
you sent for her dresses are beautiful, the trimmings
are so neat and fine. I am so glad torcheon lace, it
trims so prettily. The shoes are cunning; the shirts
she cannot wear until Spring, as I have her already
in heavier ones that I made. I am very thankful for
the can of candy, and you will tell Will so. It came
just in time for our Thanksgiving dinner, if I do not
eat it all up before then. We can have celery, minus
the turkey and cranberries. Did you pack the things
in a wooden box? The shipping clerk in the Smith’s
store, that the goods were rec’d in bad shape for
shipping, so he took the liberty to repack them. They

came here in fine shape; the box was lined with oiled-
paper, then with heavy brown paper, then tissue paper
between the pictures and around a great many articles
They always nail wire or black bancs of tin or iron
around the boxes. Tin or zinc lined boxes are hot

necessary, but is well to line then writh oiled or very
heavy paper. The freight from San Francisco to Chemulpi
was only 90d. We haven’t rec’d the duty, and freight
from there up to Seoul. Did they send back to you for
the express? It was not in Smith’s bill. Of course
I would like to have the maple sugar, but as Add was
so late in getting it off I am in hopes he did not
send it, as the river will soon be frozen over, and il

if it comes in winter it will have to come over- land,
and that is expensive. We manage to have all our good$
get here before Dec. if we can. If he sent it, have
Will give him the money for it and all expenses.
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Dear Sister Jennie,

The box arrived last night all right. I cantl
tell you how thankful I am; words cannot express it.
I am so much pleased with everything. I am sure I
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I can send some things home after a while. The goods
you sent for her dresses are beautiful, the trimmings
are so neat and fine. I am so gla.d torcheon lace, it
trims so prettily. The shoes are cunning; the shirts
she cannot wear until Spring, as I have her already
in heavier ones that I made. I am very thankful for
the can of candy, and you will tell Will so. It cane
just in time for our Thanksgiving dinner, if I do not
eat it all up before then. We can have celery, minus
the turkey and cranberries. Did you pack the things
in a wooden box? The shipping clerk in the Smith’s
store, that the goods were rec’d in bad shape for
shipping, so he took the liberty to repack them. They

came here in fine shape; the box was lined with oiled-
paper, then with heavy brown paper, then tissue paper
between the pictures and around a great many articles
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around- the boxes. Tin or zinc lined boxes are hot

necessary, but is well to line then with oiled or very
heavy paper. The freight from San Francisco to Chemulpi
was only 90p. We haven't rec’d the duty, and freight
from there up to Seoul. Did they send back to you for
the express? It was not in Smith's bill. Of course
I would like to have the maple sugar, but as Add was
so late in getting it off I am in hopes he did not
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Will give him the money for it and all expenses.
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and you take out all that you laid out for me and
your expenses.

We are beginning to have buckwheat pancakes for
breakfast, and I often think maple sugar would fit
my sugar-tooth pretty well. I make Boston brown bread
quite a little now. I wonder if you would like it.

Anyway I will send the receipt,

-

2 cups sweet milk
i/a cud New Orleans molasses
1 teasDOon, salt
1 small teaspoon soda, dissolved in molasses
1 cup each of cornmeal, rye, and graham flour
(2 cups of graham flour will do)
Grease the tin well and steam 2 l/2 hrs
Put in the oven for a little while

We have been feasting on ham; Will's mother sent us
2 nice home-made hams, some honey; but it was badly

mashed up and got among the towels and muslin she sent.
She sent us 9 nice toilet towels, 16 yds. of muslin,
pillow-cases and some handkerchiefs.
Ham, eggs, and sour-kraut go well together. Our kraut

is very good. I try to imagine sometimes that we are
at Ma's table.

We put in the cellar beets, turnins, parsnips,
carrots, and we had about 1 bu. of potatoes. I buy
very nice sweet potatoes. I can get nice grapes,
pears, and oranges are just beginning to come.
Korean persimmons are very nice; v:e have learned to
like then very well. We buy fresh beef 2 or 3 times
each week; cheaper than you get it at home.

Will brought home 3 nice pheasants, when he came
from Gensan; they make splendid roasts. On the way up
Mr. Lee killed a wild turkey, and they killed about
^0 ducks and other birds. Korea is full of game.
We want to move to Gensan in Aoril if we can rent a
house. Will sent the money the other day for Mr. Gale
to buy the lot for our house. I will hate to give up
our servants, but it cannot be helped. We do not
expect them to go along, unless it is our cook; he is
a Gensan boy, but he is just on the eve of getting
married, so maybe he cannot leave Seoul. He wanted to
borrow $50. from us to get married.

Will says he is gding to w rite up the conversa-
tions we had with him concerning it, so I will not

make any comments.
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and you take out all that you laid out for me and
your expenses.

We are beginning to have buckwheat pancakes for
breakfast, and I often think maple sugar would fit
my sugar-tooth pretty well. I make Boston brown bread
quite a little now. I wonder if you would like it.
Anyway I will send the receipt,-

2 cups sweet milk
i/e cud New Orleans molasses
1 teaspoon, salt
1 small teaspoon soda, dissolved in molasses
1 cup each of cornmeal, rye, and graham flour
(2 cups of graham flour will do)
Grease the tin well and steam 2 l/2 hrs
Put in the oven for a little while

We have been feasting on ham; Will*s mother sent us
2 nice home-made hams, some honey; but it was badly

mashed up and got among the towels and muslin she sent.
She sent us 9 nice toilet towels, 16 yds. of muslin,
pillow-cases and some handkerchiefs.
Ham, eggs, and sour-kraut go well together. Our kraut

is very good. I try to imagine sometimes that we are
at Ma’s table.

We put in the cellar beets, turnips, parsnips,
carrots, and we had about 1 bu. of potatoes. I buy
very nice sweet potatoes. I can get nice grapes,
pears, and oranges are just beginning to come.
Korean persimmons are very nice; v:e have learned to
like them very well. We buy fresh beef 2 or 3 times
each week; cheaper than you get it at home.

Will brought home 3 nice pheasants, when he came
from Gens an; they make splendid roasts. On the way up
Mr. Lee killed a wild turkey, and they killed about
40 ducks and other birds. Korea is full of game.
We want to move to Gens an in April if we can rent a

house. Will sent the money the other day for Mr. Gale
to buy the lot for our house. I will hate to give up
our servants, but it cannot be helped. We do not
expect them to go along, unless it is our cook; he is
a Gensan boy, but he is just on the eve of getting
married, so maybe he cannot leave Seoul. He wanted to
borrow $50. from us to get married.

Will says he is gding to write up the conversa-
tions we had with him concerning it, so I will not

make any comments.
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Wednesday Morning -

Yesterday was a beautiful day, so we took
Olivette out for the first time. She enjoyedthe

ride so much that she went to sleep. When I get her
cloak made I intend to take her several places.
She wore the sacque, the deck sent her. Yours will

be for special occasions. Of course you would love
such a good baby as she is; one of the best babies
you ever saw. We haven’t lost one night’s sleep with

her, and now she goes to sleep about 8, and usually
ab©Hfc-4-e£-§ sleeps until 4 or 5 and sometimes 6.

We never go to the crib and look at her if she is
awake, but what she laughs. We think she will surely
be a giggler. Now she has found out how to suck her
finger, the 4th finger on the left hand. I have made
little pokes out of muslin to put on her hand when
she takes a notion to suck her finger. Will thinks
that we can soon break her that way. Her vaccination
is almost well, and so is mine. There is nothing that
will make us happier than to bring herhome, so you all
could see her. If you could only come tomorrow and eat
Thanksgiving dinner with us, I would put out the best
of everything we had. We would have chicken, sweet-
potatoes, Irish potatoes, vegetable soup, celery, pie,
cake, grapes, persimmons, and thee andy Will sent,
peanuts, and I do not know what else Iwould have made.
There will be Union services at 11 o’clock; at 3:30
Will and I are invited to the Episcopal services, and
at 8 tomorrow evening Dr. and Mrs. Allen will enter-
tain all Americans at their home. I will have a

chance to wear my wedding dress again. I would like
to attend all, but I cannot leave the baby so much.
I have one of the best amahs in Seoul, I think. She is
perfectly devoted to Olivette, and thinks there is no
one like the ”pu-in” (me) which means lady,- that is
what every foreign lady is called by the Koreans.

I cannot take her to Gensan because of her family.
And I shall be very sorry to lose her, but I shall
trust that there may be one as good sent to us when
the time comes. I would not keep an amah, but I would
be tied at home all the time and could not study.
I study every day. Will has the teacher in the fore-
noon, and I have him in the afternoon. We have fitted
lip a Korean room out from the house for our study, and
we do enjoy the seclusion. Will gets up at 6 in the
morning and gets the servants out; then hp/studies
until breakfast, which we try to have at 7.

I usually get up by the time it is ready. Sometimes
I have to go in and get most of it. Just now our cook
has marrying on his brain, so we have to look over a
great many things he does.
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Wednesday Morning -

Yesterday was a beautiful day, so v;e took
Olivette out for the first time. She enjoyedthe

ride so much that she went to sleep. When I get her
cloak made I intend to take her several places.
She wore the sacque, the clerk sent her. Yours will

be for special occasions. Of course you would love
such a good baby as she is; one of the best babies
you ever saw. We haven’t lost one night’s sleep with

her, and now she goes to sleep about 8, anc usually
abeHt-4-©£-5 sleeps until 4 or 5 and sometimes 6.

We never go to the crib and look at her if she is
awake, but what she laughs. We think she will surely
be a giggler. Now she has found out how to suck her
finger, the 4th finger on the left hand. I have made
little pokes out of muslin to put on her hand when
she takes a notion to suck her finger. Will thinks
that we can soon break her that way. Her vaccination
is almost well, and so is mine. There is nothing that
will make us happier than to bring herhome, so you all
could see her. If you could only come tomorrow and eat
Thanksgiving dinner with us, I would put out the best
of everything we had. We would have chicken, sweet-
potatoes, Irish potatoes, vegetable soup, celery, pie,
cake, grapes, persimmons, and thee andy Will sent,
peanuts, and I do not know what else Iwould have made.
There will be Union services at 11 o’clock; at 3:30
Will and I are invited to the Episcopal services, and
at 8 tomorrow1 evening Dr. and Mrs. Allen will enter-
tain all Americans at their home. I will have a

chance to wear my wedding dress again. I wTould like
to attend all, but I cannot leave the baby so much.
I have one of the best amahs in Seoul, I think. She is
perfectly devoted to Olivette, and thinks there is no
one like the Mpu-in" (me) which means lady,- that is
what every foreign lady is called by the Koreans.

I cannot take her to Gensan because of her family.
And I shall be very sorry to lose her, but I shall
trust that there may be one as good sent to us when
the time comes. I would not keep an amah, but I would
be tied at hone all the time a.nd could not study.
I study every day. Will has the teacher in the fore-
noon, and I have him in the afternoon. We have fitted
up a Korean room out from the house for our study, and
we do enjoy the seclusion. Will gets up at 6 in the
morning and gets the servants out; then hestudies
until breakfast, which we try to have at 7.

I usually get up by the time it is ready. Sometimes
I have to go in and get most of it. Just now our cook
has marrying on his brain, so we have to look over a

great many things he does.
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I am sorry that we haven’t had Olivette’s picture
taken before this, but it seems almost impossible
to get the Japanese photographer to come over here.

I am sorry that I did not have something ready
to send for Christmas, but will try and send some-
thing which will come after Christmas.

Olivette RoAnna has woke, so I must bathe her.
It is a great pleasure to give her her morning bath
she enjoys it so much. I am so glad that you write
me often, and I shall neglect you and Ma, if I drop
all other correspondence.

Lovingly your sister,
Sallir Swallen.
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I am sorry that we haven’t had Olivette’s picture
taken before this, but it seems almost impossible
to get the Japanese photographer to come over here.

I am sorry that I did not have something ready
to send for Christmas, but will try and send some-
thing which will come after Christmas.

Olivette RoAnna has ^oke, so I must bathe her.
It is a great pleasure to give her her morning bath,
she enjoys it so much. I am so glad that you write
me often, and I shall neglect you and Ma, if I drop
all other correspondence.

Lovingly your sister,
Sallir Swallen.


