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Ham-hyung, Korea
Tuesday, April 27, 1897

Dear Sallie,

We reached here yesterday noon. It was much like,
but not altogether, like getting home. I found my
room which I had rented all o.k. and after a little
cleaning I bought two mats, bright and clean ones,

so that together with the one clean already in the
room we covered nearly the entire floor. My trappings
I stored away out of sight in the closet, sov.-we now
have a grand place to receive our callers. A clean
floor with papered ceiling ;nd papered walls; the

celing sufficiently high that I can stand erect and
still be snace above my head. This is not commonly
found in a Korean inn. ^o God has wonderfully blest
us in getting us in such a good place. We received
callers all afternoon and evening, and this morning
they are here before breakfast. The out-look here
just now is something like it was last Fall in Pook-
Chung. We have met several find gentlemen, and one
especially who is a fine scholar and is seemingly
much interested. He is the. .most intelligent Korean
I think I ever met. Our heart is full of praise to
God constantly for His wonclrous grace to us.

I forgot to give you our address, though you may
have known it, and any address would reach me here,
so address it simply this way a.

We are all well, and God is also giving me ability
to swallow enough of this good but dirty food to keep
me satisfied. _ .

\ a v
Write me often and send me the X ^ ^vL ^

both English and Korean regularly."
I exoect to stay here a good while, and it will
be much comfort to read that little paper.

Much love to you and the children.
Please dont forget that God is keeping you and me

too. He can care for us better than we can ourselves.

Lovingly and Hopefully, In the Lord,
Will.
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Ham-hyung, Korea
May 10th, 1897 - Monday

Dear Sallie,

You nay read Sophie’s letter and mail it to her, olease
I will just say, the grace of the Lord continues.
Yesterday was a very busy day. But so has been every

day since we have been here. I have to gargle myself
a little and take rests between times. You know it is
real hard all day tailor-style all day without lying
down. So I liedown between calls, so that I can sit up
when anyone is here. It seems to me the hand od God is
pointing us here. There is surelya grdat work to be
done here, and no one to do it. I do not see how we
could well have a better chance to work than here.
Now I trust you will not work too hard or give your-

self trpftble. Dont forget what I told you and worry
when your teacher has nothing to do. Just use him when
you wish and never think of him any other time.
Go to Jesus for your messages and trust that what He
gives you will be blest of the Holy Spirit, no matter
what it is. Then dont worry over what you cant do.
And dont worry over the school. Just remember that
Jesus will take care of it and do it better than you
can. Remember, too, that Jesus dontwant you to be
worried about these things, but only to live close to
Him.
I ate up all the tongue, and am on my second can of
sausage. They are the best thing I ever took to the

country. We’ll send for a case next time (?) The fish
were fine but I only got to eat about half of them

when they began to mold. The boys cooked them out in
the sun and said they would eat them. They are eating

at them still. But I wouldn’t eat it. I’m keeping in
SDllndid heilth but only by the power of God. For
everything is dirt, only dirt. There is no relish,
I assure you, in eating this stuff, but it keeps me in

good trim. If you were here, too, I’d live better.

Love and prayers to you andthe children.

Hastily but lovingly,

Will





Gensan, Korea - Jan. 8, 1897

My dear Jennie,
It seems a long time since I heard from you.

It has been a long time since we have had a ship in
but one has just come in this evening, so we will get
our mail in the morning. We are expecting this ship
to bring our coal supply; we are late this year but
we expected to be able to get Korean coal and were
waiting for that but at the last moment they wrote us
from Seoul that we could not get any. So we must - -or
resort to the dirty Japanese coal again. At present
we are using borrowed coal, as we have kind neighbors
It is not very convenient to be out of coal and have
snow 2 ft. deep. Tuesday it snowed all day and nearly
all night. As we live up in the hills away from the
road we had to make paths out. We had 4 coolies at it.
It always makes me feel a little lonesome and homesick
for a sleigh-ride when I see all this snow wasted.

I have had a very bad cold, and so has Wilbur,
but we are getting over them. Our house is so cold
and big that it is difficult to keep it warm. I'm
glad its the Gales' house and not ours. I would almost
rather have a good native house. Will says that he is
going to have one room for the children with an "undul11

that is a native stone floor, heated from beneath and
are always warm. The children are always on the floor
which should be warm. We are also going to have a
Russian stove; I can't tell you what they are like,
but one stove will heat 4 rooms. They are made of
brick, something like a chimney. Mr. Gale built this
house for a warm climate instead of this cold place.
Fancy, there are 5 big glass windows in 2 rooms , from
which the cold just pours in. My indignation always
rises whenever I think about it. They boasted when
they were building that they took nobody's advice in
regard to the house, and I can tell you the house
shows it. But this is not the way to talk, but I get
out of patience when we are having colds so much.
I hope this is the last winter for us here. They are
still in Japan and won't get away for sometime yet.
We fear they won't be coming back until a year from
this coming Spring or summer, which will leave us in
here another winter.

Will is having 2 classes a day, one in the morning
for the study of Acts, and one in the evening for the
study of Matthew. Ge gets out questions on Acts and
we take off copie~ on the duplicator. He only has
6 men in that class, but in the evening he has the
whole church that meets down in Wonsan. He is so busy

from early morning until almost midnight, that I

scarcely see anything of him. As soon as he finishes

he expects to take a little rest and start for



Jan. 8, 1897
Ham Heung again. It Is a large city about 3 or 4 times
as big as this place, and yet there is not one
Christian there. We hope soon to buy a Korean house
there and have our good old man Song move up there.
Will says there is a fertile country in the North and
the people are live better there than they do here.
The nearer they get to Russia the more industrious and
better they live. We are anxious to get work started in
the North and if God opens the way we pray to be sent
in to the interior any place for work is better than in
the open ports. Will was gone 5 weeks and he says that
he met nothing but civility and kindness. The Koreans
are a quiet, kind lot of people and the doors are open
to Christianity every place.

For the past few days I really haven’t accomplished
anything. Yesterday I colored that gray dress; the one
I wore, you remember, when you and Etta and I had our
pictures taken. I got some new material to put with it
and will make it over. I have no teacher now since
Susanna has moved to Wonsan and I can't do anything
studying alone. S 0 I had laid my books down for a few
days' rest. I am reading "The Prince of India" by Lew
Wallace, and also keeping up with Will's class in the
study of Acts. I began having a class for the women to
learn to read, but while the roads are so bad I can't
well go to Wonsan. The women are so busy all the time
that it is with difficulty that I get them to come.
I am so anxious to have the Christian women learn to
read but I do not know how I am going to succeed with
them. The Koreans are ever so kind to us. The Christian
people remembered us on New Years with chickens, eggs,
and pheasants.

I will close for this evening; maybe after the mail
comes I will write some more.

Monday P.M. - We got our mail this morning but not one
letter from home. I was disappointed. I see by the
Independent that Pa and Ma have taken a little trip.
I do hope they had a good time and did not get sick.
It is always so hard for old people to travel.
A sad letter came to us from Will's home about the
trouble they are having about settling their estate.
I do hope Pa will fix all his business so the children
can never have any trouble.

I received the books from Fleming H. Revel this a.m.
The song book is a little treasure; so many nice little
Pieces for little ones and the "First Steps for Little
Feet in Gospel Paths" will be such a help even with the

Koreans, -for they really are a lot of little children.
"The Story of the Gospel" will also be a help, it is

so full of illustrations.
I hope this will find you all as well and happy

as it leaves us. With love, Sallie.
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Gensan , Korea - Jan.l5» 1897

My dear Jennie,
Your letter of Nov. 24 was not received until today,

It did seem like a long time since I had heard from
you. I was too glad to get it, -no matter what kind of
paper it came written on. I also received a letter fror
Addie telling me of Pa and Ma ' s safe return home.
How glad I was to hear that they had taken such a nice
little trip. I know it will do Pa a lot of good. He
will never come to the end of telling about it.
Well, what comfort to hear such good news! If they
only keep well and strong until we come home I will
be so thankful.

When I was dating this letter I thought that this
is your birthday; think of it, you are already 30
and I will soon be 34. How soon we will be Ma's and
Pa's places and our children will take our place.
Tirz must be about 50, and I thought she was old then.
Addie says that Forest has commenced to go with the
girls. It scarcely seems possible that he is already
a young man. Lean's hair will turn white if he goes
to running around. I wonder if she will send A1 (his
father) along with him. It will seem strange to us to
come home and find the children all grown up to man-
hood and womanhood.

I think I must be holding my own with any of you,
I feel just as young and do not look any older, only
for the grey hairs now and then peeping through.
I am quite fleshy, still I can wear the same dresses
I brought with me. Will is quite thin; his country
traveling pulls him down. Olivette and Wilbur are
real butter-balls, so fat and plump. They are not one
bit alike in disposition: Wilbur is quiet and gentle
and the very bset boy, so easily conquered, while
Olivette goes pell-mell into everything and determined
to have her own way.. She does get the most spanks.
I am at my wits' end sometimes to know what to do
with her. But with all that she is so tender-hearted
and affectionate. If I tell her I love Wilbur the best
it just about breaks her up, she will just boo-hoo and
cry, if I pet him and tell her I don't like her.
In this way I am easily teaching her to be kind to him
And she is so afraid I will go to America and leave
her here that I can manage her right well that way.
Also she is afraid if she is bad that we will gll go
to live with Jesus and she can't go. I play the organ
and have her sing a little every day; she sings 2
pieces through alone and does quite well for a little
tot. It is comical to see Wilbur imitate us. I am
getting a kindergarden set from Japan for Olivette.
It is Japanese make and only costs about $2. gold,



Jan. 15, 1897
while one from America would cost probably 8 or 9 $.
Mrs . Pieters in Japan uses it and says it does very
well so she is getting me one.

I won’t begin to teach Olivette to read for several
years yet. I wish I had more time to spend with the
children but I do the best I can. My cook leaves me
at the end of this month so then I will have that to
do, but there is always a way to get on so I am not
going to bother until the time comes. I don't like to
cook really, -I would rather wash, scrub, or do anythin?
else. I have a good cook and he is ever so clean. He
has been cooking for the past 6 or 7 years, and he can
make some such good dishes and good bread and cake.
I shall miss him when he leaves. He is leaving because
we don't raise his wages . We give him $4. gold a month
which is not much as you see to keep his family, but
for the sake of the work and the others we can't
afford to do it. He gets the things out of the customs
and does so many things that way that we'll miss him.

The syrup came by this ship but since it is so
stormy and the sea is so high they can neither unload
the coal nor bring a thing to shore, so they say.
Smith Co. writes us that one can was leaking when it
arrived there. They s ode red it, repacked the box and
sent it on. I presume it has come in good shape.
I wrote to Add and Emma by this ship. I do not think
they have any reason to feel hard, I always answered
their letters. They wrote just a very short letter at
the World's Fair and I answered it with a long letter
but have never received an answer to it, so of course
I did not write again. I made up my mind long ago that
if any at home will write to me I will be only too
glad to write. They make excuses of having so much to
do, not thinking that my ahnds are running over.
I did not write to them concerning the syrup because
you spoke to them and will pay them for it, of course.
I want you to be sure and give them the money for it.

I do not want it for nothing. We will enjoy it, I 'A sure
Write. when you can. With love,

Sallie

.

Gensan, Korea - Feb. 24, 1897
My dear Jennie,

I am sorry I did not have time to write you by
the last ship, and now since the ships are so irregu-
lar and far apart you will not hear from me for a long
time. I received your letter and also Will's (Ashbrook)
How glad I am that Will is so faithfully looking after
my interests at home. I made a bad investment when I

put that money in at Ogden. Of course I am to blame
but Wagner and Park were sanguine on the real-estate
question at that time. About that time Will (Swallen)
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bought 160 ares in Minnesota for $400.00 and it has
doubled the money, so we will make up on that what
I lose on the other.

I do not hear a word from any of the Fishers
any more and haven't for more than a year. Josie said
once that Father Fisher has no hopes of making any-
thing out of the Western land. I presume it has been
rather difficult for him to do much with it. I can't
think why they don't write, Josie was always very
faithful to write me. I can see how people get out of
the way of writing and especially the farmers who
have so much to see after. I have been neglecting my
correspondence shamefully the last year and I find it
so hard to get at it. Now I am almost too busy again
to do much. I have a teacher again and am digging away
at this dreadful language.

One week ago Sunday Susanna was sick. I took the
meeting, did all the reading and talking, and they
said they understood it all. It encourages me to
strive on harder than ever. In the afternoon I went
to the village where Susanna usually goes and taught
6 very hopeful women. Will was here in the afternoon
so I could be away. I never like to leave the children
long at a time with the Koreans. And that is one
reason why I wish we were nearer to Wonsan; then I

could meet with them and not be so long going & coming
We are going to begin right away to build a chapel.

We will tear away part of the building and build on
one room larger than we one we have now, and arrange
it so V/ ill can preach to both men and women at the
same time. We intend to build it entirely Korean
style with paper windows and th^atch roof. We will do
it with our tithe money. The natives would no doubt
help some, as they do give liberally on their scanty
means, but we want them to arrange for a school and
conduct it purely Korean except following a Christian
course of study. We want them to hire and pay the
teacher and pay for the running expenses o£ both
church and school, which is quite an undertaking for
a few Koreans. They seem very enthusiastic and we
feel that the most of them are real earnest Christians
I wish I had time to tell you about several of them,
of the persecutions they endure.

I will tell you of the latest. Last Saturday Will
went to Wonsan to see a man who has fallen into a
great sin by marrying a woman who has another husband
Before Will put him out of the church he had to see

him. While Will was waiting for him to come one of

the other Christians came to Will and said, "I have

been deceiving the church and also the woman who I am

now living with. She is not my wife, but a concubine.'

He had told her that his wife was dead; when she founc

that he had another wife she said, "I am a Christian
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I can't live this way", -so they have decided to
separate. He will leave her and go to the western part
of Korea to his first wife (his real wife) whom I

suppose he hasn't seen for 10 years, for he says he
hasn't seen his son for that long. Sunday this man's
concubine cried as if her heart would break, when she
prayed. We were thinking-while one of the members had
fallen into sin and hardening his heart toward the
Lord, that another was turning from his sin and having
his heart sfcftened. Will often spoke of what a cold
Christian Qun was; surely he will receive a blessing
by coming out. I trust that he may go to his former
home and be a shining light in that dark place.

On e^of the women, Esther by name, is being sorely
persecuted by her wicked husband. He won't let her
come to the service, has burned all her books, and is
set against Christianity, and says that we are all a
lot of bad people and his wife cannot associate with
such women. He lets me go in to see her, for a wonder.
I am praying that she may be loosed from the bonds of
Satan and be let out of her prison, for she is just
as a prisoner, a slave of a wicked sot.

Since the snow is melting traveling in the chair is
something dreadful. The roads are. nothing but slush
and the poor silly Koreans keep-,throwing snow back on
the muddy places instead of digging a ditch for the
water to get away. My coolies are real brave and walk
or wade through it very well. I presume they wish that
I weighed 100 instead of 160 lbs.

Tuesday - March 2 -

The ship came today bringing your letter dated
Jan. 19 and also one ‘from Etta. We haven't had a ship
for a long time but now Spring is opening (the harbor)
we will soon have the regular ships again. I often
think of the sugar-making weather; we have just such
weather here,- freezing at night and thawing in the
daytime. I can't tell you how much we do enjoy that
maple syrup. I am sure it is worth to us 2 or 3 times
the cost. Mr. Fenwick often comes and eats with us

and he smacks his lips over it. Tomorrow evening
I intend to have a dinner party for the foreigners,
and they will get some of the good 'lasses. Three of

the Customs people cannot come, so there will only be

5 here beside Will and myself. My cook has left us

but I will get him to come back and help get the dinner

I feel so bad to have him go, for he is so neat and

clean, -his clothes are always so white and clean, and

he is very particular about everything. He demands

higher wages which we feel we cannot give. I am think-

ing of taking some poor woman who is alone and needs

work and teach her, or let her take Amah's place and

teach Amah to c °°k.
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Think, I pay Amah $2. gold a month and she boards
herself and bears all her own expenses. I trust that
Amah will become * valuable in the work sometime. She
is getting a good knowledge of the Scriptures and she
sticks to it so faithfully.

Many thanks for all your kindness. I assure you
that anything you may send will be appreciated.
If you don't mind, will you put in a plain pair of
scissors for Amah. She is wanting some so bad and
I forgot to order her a pair. If I should go to Seoul
all these things of which you spoke will be most con-
venient to have and especially the dress which Addie
will make. I can't get my dresses to look neat when
I make them and the ones I brought out are rather old-
fashioned. Will's sister Sophy is getting some under-
clothes for Will and shoes for the children, and some
other things and will send them out with things they
are sending Will. They divided Mother Swallen's things
and will send something to us. We do not know what it
will be. They have peaceably settled and Albert bough
the farm. Will says he is going to take what comes to
him and build a hospital in Korea. I do not suppose
there will be enough to build much of one but we can
little by little add to it. The native Christians are
raising money among themselves to start a boys' school
They have enough to .pay for a good-sized rice field,
will raise rice to pay the teacher. We thought that
the safest and best way for them to dispose of the
money. Of course they could make more by putting it
out on interest, for the interest is something
enormous, -I think it goes as high as 25»30, or 50
But it is not safe and there is no way of making any-
thing secure. Nov/ we have the money for the teacher
but not a consecrated man. Join with us to pray that
the Lord will raise up the man to be the teacher.

We are soon to have 'a larger chapel. I think we
will sell the one we have and buy another house, one
that is larger and can be repaired, so the men and th
women can worship together. When the roads are bette
and I can learn to ride our horse -we have a Korean
pony, gave $15 gold for him - I am going to visit the
villages all around here. I am sure Will will enjoy
having him for we are so far from Wonsan and it is so
tiresome to walk all the time. Our cow does splendid,
I sell 1 qt. a day and make quite a little butter, an
we have all we want to use* If you could see the
Korean hogs I am quite sure you would lose your
appetite for pork. We have thought we would send to
Russia and get a hog and fatten it, but it is too
much trouble and expense. I am sure v/e would enjoy
good home-fattened pork, but this is the East. Oh!

Etta writes me what a happy time she had at home
I must close and retire. With much love, Sallie.



Gensan, Korea - April 3» 1897
My dear Jennie,

Your letter of Feb.l4 received a few days ago;
was glad to hear from you. We will soon have the
regular ships again so we will get out mail more
regularlyand can also send more mail.

This is a late Spring; we have made no garden yet.
We have planted out the trees and bushes we got from
Toronto. Mr. Fenwick thinks we put them out too soon
but we believe this will be alright. I got 6 rhubarb
plants that are all living and a bed of asparagus
(but I fear it is dead) V/e got 2 lilacs, snow-ball
and 4 or 6 rose bushes. V/e got the fruit trees remark-
ably cheap; we sent with Mr. Fenwick and he had such a
big order that they cut the prices all down, and they
doubled our order because we sent too much money than
was necessary. We had no place to put such an order
so we packed up half or more and sent them over to
Mr, Lee at Pyeng Yang. They were glad to get them,
and we were glad to get rid of them. We have our
garden full of all kinds of choice fruits. If they
only live and do well! The trees we got 2 years ago
are doing fine. This summer we will have plenty of
strawberries, raspberries and some blackberries.
Will hurried to get the trees and bushes out because
he soon leaves for a long trip North, which will leave
me to see to the garden. But I don't mind that, it
does me a lot of good to work in the ground. We have
the same coolie we had last year and he is a good
trusty fellow. We have our yard seeded at last and
Will is putting up a temporary fence so the children
can't get out and the beggars and lepers can't get in.
About the time the sod is nice and we get things fixed
the Gales will be coming back. V/e haven't heard yet
but I feel sure the Board hasn't granted the money for
our new house, and I doubt if we would build here at
Gensan now if they have granted it.

Last Fall Will was in the country, and the thought
came to him "why build at Gensan and leave so many
places unoccupied which are all more important as far
as Christian work is concerned than this port"? and
strange to say, I had the same thought and feeling
while he was away. When he came home I was telling hiqa

how I felt, and how happy it made him for he said one
night he was awake all night praying and thinking
about going into the interior, and when he came home

he was slow to say anything to me, for he knew how

bitter I had always been when anything was said about

our l'fc?4vl~ng Gensan. When he found that I had Deen^

thinking just as he thought he rejoiced and said, "It

must be all of the Lord.

I guess I never told you but when we were appointee

PyengYang we were slow to yield and when ohey
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reconsidered our appointment we simply refused -

without saying so in so many words,- what else could
they do but send us to Gensan? Well, we came and the
Lord has thrashed us about well. Our eyes have been
opened and we are ready to yield all to the Lord and
go just where He leads. If He wants us to go into the
interior we are ready to go without a murmur.

It does seem that we are not have a house here at
this place. We have tried for over 3 years and have
thus far failed. We want to and are ready to go just
where the Lord wants us to go. You surely can tell by
my letters that Will and I have had a blessing this
last year, praise be to His name! He has given us an-

otherrich blessing in the last month. You have said really
nothing in regard to all I have written. I do not know

. how you feel but I am praying that you and all at home
may seek for a higher spiritual life.

What a wrong and wicked impression we always got
about sanctification. You think just as we used to, I'msure.

God commands us us to be filled with the Spirit, and
it is our opportunity and privilege, and we can have
the Pentacostal blessing if we want it and pray for it
I tell you, Jennie, the time of fasting is not over
yet. Will and I after fasting for 2 days and waiting
continually before the Lord received such a blessing
as we never knew. We never knew what wicked, sinful
creatures we were until the Lord showed it all to us
so plainly. We feel that the Lord has still richer
blessings for us as soon as we are ready for them.

I cannot tell you what Will and I have just passed
through. Some of the Christians whom we thought were
converted went into sin and evil, and were simply
helpless. We took it all to the Lord and He wonder-
fully took it all off our shoulders, and is bearing
it all for us. They came back , confessed their sin,
and will listen to what V/ill says. After this several
cried like babies, and we could only say"' Praise the
Lord!" That passage in Romans 14:17 -"For the Kingdom
of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace
and joy in the Holy Ghost." Such peace and joy we
never knew before, but it is nothing we have done,
only willing to be made willing, to yield all to God.

For years I have prayed for V/ill (Ashbrook) and
Add, that they might be brought to repentance before
the Lord, before it is too late. As yet I have had
little or no courage to write, because of my weakness
and little faith in the Lord. But my heart is burden-
ed because they know not Christ, and because of the
danger that you all are in in not looking and watching
and longing for Christ’s 2nd Coming. You have never
written me anything along this line, and I do not know
exactly what your mind is. We have always been so

timid of saying a^ythi



April 3, 1897
about Christ and our soul's salvation, just as if
it was not a thing for conversation, only in the
church and Sunday school and prayer meeting.
We can talk and talk about every other worldly thing
but this most important one we are timid to mention.

I tell you, if our hearts are full of Christ and
we have the infilling of the Holy Spirit we won't be
timid to speak of our blessed Savior. I trust that
little book "Received ye the Holy Ghost?" has set you
to thinking as it did us, and I pray for you all
constantly, and may the Lord fill you with His
blessed Presence.

With love, your sister
Sallie.

P.S. I am sending our pictures. The ladies of the
Board wanted all the ladies' pictures, so I had mine
taken. They are not good but the best we can do at
this place. I tried to get the children alone but
could not; they were miserable.

Gensan, Korea - May 6, 1897
My dear Jennie,

Today I was so glad to hear from you. Many
thanks for the pictures and the patterns. Well, I

think you are pretty good and you have done a lot of
missionary work in making the little clothes for the
children. You can't imagine how you have helped me.
Well, I just don't have any time for sewing, and when
I do the children are after the buttons, thread, etc.
and they do bother so that I put it all away. I am so
glad for Wilbur's aprons; his are just about finished
and Olivette is out -growing and finishing her summer
dresses, so these will come in good. As I go so little
I could get along very well without such a nice.....
but it will come in very handy sometime and will be
nice when we come home. I will just let my black silk
alone and bring it home and have it done over.
The pretty gown you sent me comes handy and I put my
black silk skirt on and a ribbon belt and sash and I

have a nice evening suit. I only need common, plain
clothes to wear among the Koreans . In the summer
I wear calico and a kind of cotton-crepe I got from
Japan. Just at this time I scarcely know where to go
first, the garden must be looked after, house-cleaning
on hand, the children's clothes are to be mended, and
while I have to keep changing , -for one day it is cold
and the next warm, Here is my teacher waiting to
teach me, and it always bothers me if I don't have
something for him to do. Then the Girls School is to

be looked after and I trust most of this to Susanna,

however, I have to have the the responsibility and
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feel so glad that one is started. I only hope to have
them learn to read the "un-mun" (Korean script).
Mr. Fenwick found an old man a week ago who was sick

and turned out to die; his little boys had dug a hole
in the ground, and he was lying in there on the damp
ground with no quilts and only a few dirty rags for
clothes. Fenwick came to see if I could help him do
something for the old man. Fenwick had no place to put
him and he has only enough for himself and hardly that
sometimes. I let the old man go in a vacant room in
our servants' quarters, so now we are feeding the old
man and 2 children. Well, I do feel sorry for thesepoor
poor heathen; they live like pigs and are not much
above them either. I dont mean to say all are that way
but there are many. I will keep doing for them until
Will comes home, and then we will see what is to be
done for them.

Will has been gone over 2 weeks, and will not come
'

back much before the last of June. He says that this is
the best trip he has ever had thus far. I hear from him
every few days through the Korean post. He has his
teacher Chun and our old Song along with him. I will
tell you what a remarkable teacher Chun had last week,
Chun went out about 5 miles to see a friend and on the
way back he stopped at an inn to light his pipe; when
he heard one passing by remark, "How sad!" and looking
up he saw a crox^d of men and women surrounding a young
woman who was possessed with an evil spirit. They call
her crazy. Chun x^alked up on the bank and looked on to
see what was going on. The crowd was teasing and making
fun of her, and she was talking back to them foolishly
When she saw Chun she dropped down on the ground and
catching hold of the woman's clothes begged them to
hide her from him. The crowd thought the woman belonged
to Chun, and that that was the reason she feared him. ,

Then Chun told the crowd to go on and not call her
crazy, to go on about their business. The crowd then
dispersed at once, and the woman possessed of the devil
was left alone standing still for a moment and gazing
at Chun. He spoke to her and told her to go home, and
not to think that she was sick. She immediately started
to her home as a well person. Chun said when she atart-
ed her face shox-red no signs of sickness. Chun came to
the house, turned to Luke 10:17020. Will asked him why
he dwelt on verse 20, and he replied that he might not
take to himself the glory that belonged to God, and thai

he might only praise God for it. Chune believes that it
was none other than the work of the Holy Ghost.

Will said that Chun said very little about it. Will
wrote it to me, but x^e will be quiet about it, for we
believe that Chun is a new man and led of God and would
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never talk and teach the people as he does if he
were not. Will said that he did not believe Chun
would have done as he did if he had not been led of
the Spirit, and the fact that he said so little was
evidence that he was guided of the Lord.

I wish you could read a little of Dr.Nevius’ book
on "Demon Possession." You would think this was true.
I am anxious to hear again from Will and if they go
to that village to preach. Will has a comfortable
room and very good board. I told you this while it
was fresh thinking you would like to hear it.
God can do wonderful things through us if we will
only let Him. I was sorry to have you say that you
did not like to bother me on the subject of card-
playing, etc. I wish you would confide in me and if
I can say anything that will be of any help I shall
be delighted. I am very sorry, indeed, of Etta who
has got into a fast class of society, and I do not
doubt much but what she has. I know the Campbells are
very nice people and strict church-goers, but I am
sure Dr. Campbell has not much of Christianity about
him. I don't know about Mrs. Campbell; I only know
that she, Mrs. Rev Campbell and Mrs. Brewer are all
nice women. No, I do not think you are narrow-minded.
If we think it wrong to play cards and dance, why of
course we can't do it, and we know the influence is
always bad. Other games where the influence is not
bad it certainly does no harm, and I think I shall
have simple games for my children when they are large
enough to play.

The children are so full of life and like so much
to have their own way. Today I had my first battle
with Wilbur. Of course I conquered, but it was a hard
fight, I tell you. I made him obey before I got thru.
If I could be alone with lihem I am sure they would be
better children. I sometimes almost envy people who
can do their own work and be alone with their little
children. But I must not complain, for we are wonder-
fully cared for. I wish you could see the little ones
and enjoy them while they are little. You will have a
chance, no doubt, when we come home. The time -goes
fast and it won't be long any more. I trust that Ma
and Pa will keep well until that time.

We received the sad news today that Will's sister
Lizzie died in March; she had been sick for sometime.
We feel sorry for Sophy x*ho is left alone with Albert
who is an old bachelor. They will be lonesome living
on the farm alone. I sometimes wish that S^phy could
come and look after my house and the children, and I
could give more time to the work. I would think
seriously about it if she were an educated woman, butas she is not, it is impossible. I must close.

V/ith love, Sallie,



Ilam-hyung, Korea
Tuesday, April 27, 1897

Dear Sallic,

We reached h re yesterday noon. It was much like,
but not altogether, like getting home. I to nd my
room which I had rented all o.k. and after a little
cleaning I bought two mats, bright and clean ones,

so :t together wi th the one clean already in the
room ’ e covered n'-s rly the entire floor. My trappings
I store away out of sight ir, the closet, so we now
have a grand placu to receive our callers. A cle:

n

loor with napere ceiling nd papered walls; the
celing sufficiently high that I can stand erect and
still be s ace above my head. This is not commonly
found in a Korean inn. God has wondr fully blest
us in getting us in such a good place. We received
callers all afternoon and evening, and this morning
they are h r efore breakfast. The out-look here
just now is something like it was last F; 11 in Pook-
Chung. We have met several find gentlemen, and one
especially who is a fine scholar and is seemingly
much interested. He is tbe.jnost intelligent Korean
I t’ in' 7 ever ret. Our heart is full of praise to
Got' constantly for Mis wondrous grace to us.

I for ot to give you our address, though you ray
have knoi v it, and any address would reach me here,
so ddress it simply this way

God is also giving me ability
> good but dirty food to keep

We are all veil, and
to swallow enough of thi:

riterie often and send me the -Sa "2^ /%i- hH
both English and Korean regularly.
I expect to stay here a goo< ile, and it will
be much comfort to read that little paper.

ip aJp ey)

Much love to you and the children*
Please dont forget t’>at God is keeping you and me

too* H can care for us bett r an e can ourselves.

Lovin' ly and booefully, Tn the Lord,
Will.



Ham-hyung, Korea
Tuesday, April 27, 1897

Dear Sallie,

We reached here yesterday noon. It was much like,
but not altogether, like getting home. I found my
room which I had rented all o.k. and after a little
cleaning I bought two mats, bright and clean ones,

so that together with the one clean already in the
room we covered nearly the entire floor. My trappings
I stored away out of sight in the closet, sov.-we now
have a grand place to receive our callers. A clean
floor with papered ceiling ;nd papered walls; the

celing sufficiently high that I can stand erect and
still be snace above my head. This is not commonly
found in a Korean inn. ^o God has wonderfully blest
us in getting us in such a good place. We received
callers all afternoon and evening, and this morning
they are here before breakfast. The out-look here
just now is something like it was last Fall in Pook-
Chung. We have met several find gentlemen, and one
especially who is a fine scholar and is seemin sly
much interested. He is the..nost intelligent Korean
I think I ever met. Our heart is full of praise to
God constantly for His woncirous grace to us.

I forgot to give you our address, though you may
have known it, and any address would reach me here,
so address it simply this way

We are all well, and God is also giving me ability
to swallow enough of this good but dirty food to keep
me satisfied. ^

n -
Write me often and send me the • -

vy
'

-jy

both English and Korean regularly."
I expect to stay here a good while, and it will
be much comfort to read that little paper.

Much love to you and the children.
Please dont forget that God is keeping you and me

too. He can care for us better than we can ourselves.

Lovingly and Hopefully, ICn the Lord,
Will.

A —l-
c?t % M i. <tt % °l tT hi. 2- AV L

\
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Denr Sallie,
lam Heun , Korea - April 29 » 1897

We have had a blessed day today* We have had callers 0all clay

from one to a half dozen or more, and I went out for a walk for a while
too, and saw some people but did not get to preach, except t one crowd
that listened well. Where was too much noise to do much, as you will
know when I tell you that I was betwixt two companies of "rau-dangs"

,

(devil-worshippers). They made such a noise with their drums that I
could scarcely be heard. My listeners were both men'and women, and also
children. Oh, this awful noi e of heathendom, what a hell it isdrithout
Jesus

i

We have had thus far the most blessed time I have ever had.
in this place. We have had some very fine men who know enough to be
polite and tell you thanks, I appreciate that, for we meet those
every day who are so ru'le and insulting. The most insultin ones are
the "little Big I^oys"

,
who go and pass for the highest "yang ban"

(gentry), but wiu/'not the first principles of etiquette about them,
I find it^Very hardest thing possible to accomplish a proper introduction
with anyone. They make such fools of themselves and that rattles one,
and then that "low talk" or "half talk", which is so disgusting.
However, the Lord is giving me wonderful grace to bear it, and I ought
really to be ashamed to think of it; for was not Jesus Himself reviled
and made fun of and rebuked and scoffed? and am I better than my Master?
When I think of how He was treated and what He suffered for me, I feel
very much a ikuuned hat I ;houl 1 even think of calling this an annoyance.
I have just h d half a dozen fine gentlemen who knew how to be polite
and who listened well to what I had to tell them. I hope the Lord will
bless 1 Ii 3 lord to the lercy of their soul's salvation.

Chun thinks it too bad that I am not dressed in Korean clothes,
and I am sorry enough that I am not. I shall never go to the country
again in foreign clothes if I can help it. It would save me from a great
deal of needless vexation were I to be in regular Korean .

We are keeping well. The weather is very warm; the grass green, and the
leaves are comin out on the trees. There is not so much wind here as in
Wonsan. My teacher j Chun, had a remarkable experience yesterday.
He went out about 5 miles to see a friend, and on the way back he
stopped at an inn to light his pipe, when he heard someone passing by
saying, "How sad!" And lookin up he saw a cr<wd of men and women
surrounding a youn woman who wa possessed with an evil spirit. They
called her crazy. Mr, Chun walked up orTthe bank and looked to see what
was going one. The crowd was making fun of her and she was talking back
foolishly to them. When she saw Chun she dropped down on the ground,
and catchin hold of a woman * s clothes begged her to hid& her from him.
The crowd then thought that she belonged to him, and that was why she
feared to see him. Then Chun spoke and told the crowd to go on and not
to call her crazy, but to o on about their business. The crowd thinking
she belonged to him, disper ed, and she was left standing alone.
He spoke to h r a L

,
'Go home and/faon't think you sick; go to

your house." Imi ie iately she started off to her hou e, a perfectly well
person. Chun told me her face showed no signs of sickness. Chun came
home and read Luke 10:17—20. I was gla i to hear him read up to and
throu h the 20th verse, and when I asked why he read that, he then
called ray attention to that verse, an •; said he prayed he might not take
to himself the glory that belonged only to God; and that he might only
praise God for it. For he believes that this is none other than the
work of the oly S irit, although he does not talk about it very much.
He has been exceedingly mode t and earnest about it. I talk with him
a little about that passage of scripture, and nothing more has been said.
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He speaks very plainly to the Koreans, I did not tell him so, but
I do not believe lie would have done what he did if he had not been
led by the Spirit, And although the very fact that he said so little
is evidence that he was led of the Lord, I make note of this here and
I wish you would put this letter away and not lose it; it may be useful
in the future, though I do not think I shall soon forget it myself.
Praise only the Lord, at all events.

We are all very tired tonight, for we have had a busy day,
I pi^ay the Lord that tomorrow may be a still busier day. This is
blessed work, I hope the good Lord will ive us great grace and do
wonders through us in the way of bringing His message to the people.

I hope you are all well and happy. I al o wish you might be
with me, and that we might live among these people, though that would
be trying, indeed. I have no fears nor doubts, for I know that the
Lord can take sufficient care of us, and that He will^ no matter where
we are. We are His, and that is enough.

Good-night. With much love, Your Will,
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Ham-hyung, Korea
May 10. h, 1897 - Monday

Dear Sallie,

Yon ray read Sophie* s letter and rail it to her, '^lea e.
I wi 1 1 just say, the grace of the Lord continues.
Yesterday was a very busy day. Hut so has been every

day since ' e have been here. I have to gargle myself
a little and take rests between times. You know it is
r al hard all day tailor-style all day without lying
down. So I liedown between calls, so that I can sit up
when anyone is here. It seems to me the hand od God is
pointing us here. There is surely a grdat work to be

>ne here, and no one to < o it. I do not see how e
could well have a better chance to work than here.
Nov; T trust you will not work too hard or give your-

self tsdfcble. Mont forget what I told you and worry
when your t ac ler has nothing to o. Just use him when
you wish ai never think of him any other tir .

Go to Jesus for your messages and trust that what He
ives you will be blest of the Holy Snirit, no matter

what it is. Th< n dont v/orry over what you cant do.
And dont worry over the school. Just remember that
Jesus will take care of it and do it better than you
can. Remember, too, that Jesus < ontwant you to be
worried about these tiin s, but only ti live close to

.

I ate up all the tongue, and am on my second can of
sausage. They are the best thing I ever took to the

country. We* 11 send for a case next time (?) The fish
were fine but I only got to eat about half of them
when » icy began to mold. The boys cooked then out in
the sun ; nd saiv they would eat then. They .re eatin

at the>‘ still* but I wouldn't eat it. I'm keeping in
s i&n< id hellth but only by the power of God* For
everything is dirt, only dirt. There is no relish,
I assure you, in eating this stuff, but it keeps me in

good trim. If you were here, toov I'd live better.

Love ravers to you andthe children*

Hastily but lovingly.

Will



Ham-hyung, Korea
May 10th, 1897 - Monday

Dear Sallie,

You may read Sophie's letter and mail it to her, olease.
I will just say, the grace of the Lord continues.
Yesterday was a very busy day. But so has been every

day since we have been here. I have to gargle myself
a little and take rests between times. You know it is
real hard all day tailor-style all day without lying
down. So I liedown between calls, so that I can sit up
when anyone is here. It seems to me the hand od God is
pointing us here. There is surelya grgat work to be
done here, and no one to do it. I do not see how we
could well have a better chance to work than here.
Now I trust you will not work too hard or give your-

self trdtfble. Dont forget what I told you and worry
when your teacher has nothing to do. Just use him when
you wish and never think of him any other time.
Go to Jesus for your messages and trust that what He
gives you will be blest of the Holy Spirit, no matter
what it is. Then dont worry over what you cant do.
And dont worry over the school. Just remember that
Jesus will take care of it and do it better than you
can. Remember, too, that Jesus dontwant you to be
worried about these things, but only to live close to
Him.
I ate up all the tongue, and am on my second can of
sausage. They are the best thing I ever took to the

country. We'll send for a case next time (?) The fish
were fine but I only got to eat about half of them

when they began to mold. The boys cooked them out in
the sun and said they would eat them. They are eating

at them still. But I wouldn't eat it. I'm keeping in
splendid hellth but only by the power of God. For
everything is dirt, only dirt. There is no relish,
I assure you, in eating this stuff, but it keens me in

good trim. If you were here, too, I'd live better.

Love and prayers to you andthe children.

Hastily but lovingly,

Will



Gensan, Korea - June 19, 1897

i

My dear Jennie,
I am almost too tired to write, but

as I have not written for so long I must hasten to
send this so you may know that we are all well.
Will came home Wed. p.m. after being away for almost
2 months. It will be 2 months tomorrow. He is well but
so tired and worn out. He lived on Korean food and it
was hard living but it was only by the grace of God
that he got on so well. Indeed we were glad to have
him come back. He put on Korean clothes while away and
came home with them on. How funny he did look!
I laughed till my sides ached. He looked as if he came
from the country, his hair and beard so long. The firsl
thing I did was to turn barber and in an hour after he
arrived he looked like an American again. I was so
glad that he came just when he did for I was sorry
for him to miss all the strawberries. I had picked
about 2 gal. the day before he came, -have put up about
8 qts . and made 2 glasses of jSlly .... could have cannec
more but I divided with the members of Customs who are
so unfortunate as not to have any. Our strawberries ^
are fine, the plants so large and the berries are as
large as any I ever saw. I picked the first on the 1st
of June and I think they will last probably next week
yet, and then comes the raspberries of which we will
have plenty. We are going to have some gooseberries
from our bushes and also some blackberries* from our
old bushes. I am sure you would think my garden fine;
it is the best we have ever had. I have had beet-green:
for at least a month and this is a scheme worth know-
ing... early in the Spring I planted out 4 beet roots
for seed, and have sued the leaves for greens and
still will have the seed. We have had lettuce, radishe:
onions, and peas, and spinach. The seed that you all
so kindly set came up fine and its doing so well.
We have a nice lawn this summer. We sowed the seed Pa
sent and it has come on well. We got a lawn mower from
America, so our lawn does look nice. I can't tell you
how much good it does do us to have a green lawn.
I know its splendid for me to work in the garden.
I feel so well, and then its so nice to have fresh
vegetables from the garden. The children are so much
better since we can have vegetables and fruit.
Wilbur the little "tiny whack" won't touch strawberrie:
We have 2 cows now and get plenty of milk. I make some
butter and have all the cream and milk we want to use.
And its a treat to have bettermilk and dutch cheese

I have been working very har and can't yet see how
I can have it any easier. I am so glad that house-
cleaning is over ... ,we had quite a seige of it

.

I whitened the wall of our room, white-washed the
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kitchen, painted some of the chairs and our iron bed-
steads and did quite a bit of varnishing. If the
children only had clothes enough for summer I would be
glad. I will be so glad for the aprons you are sewing.
I hope I can make Wilbur's clothes last until they come
I have Wilbur's kilt suit about finished’ , and am put=
ing on the braid you sent and it looks very nice.
Will's sister Sophy sent us a box and put in the
pattern from Buttericks. She had bought some curtains
for us, some knives, forks and spoons, also a lot of
under-clothing , and some things for presents, and also
some things for Will after his mother's death... for
instance a feather bed which I hardly know what to do
with, sheets, a quilt, and 2 bed-spreads.

You folks at home are all so kind to send all those
nice things. I wonder how I can ever repay you. If the
Koreans only had anything nice like the Japanese I

could pick up things now and then, but they have lost
the art of making all those nice things.

I shall expect the box by the next ship from Jppan.
Smith Co. can pay the freight now to Gensan and he puts
things in care of of the Nippon Yusha Kisha (the big
Japanese steam-ship Co.)- so everything comes safe.
There are now 2 ships in the harbor, both going toJapan

By the last ship I received your letter, for which
I was so glad. Am sorry that Addie will leave Ma.

I fear Ma will be dreadfully tried with hired girls,
but I'm glad you all don't have to be tried with these
Koreans

.

I am expecting the Vinton family next month to stay
a week with us. They are not special friends of ours
at all, but I felt sorry for Mrs. Vinton; she has been
out here but 6 years and has had 4 or 5 children, and
lost all but t Two and expects another in the autumn.
I thought if I could make their summer pleasant and
help keep the two little ones, -well, I would be glad.
I have a very good cook this summer, the same man who
has been here since Dec. '96. He is clean and does very
well but of course I must look after things. I still
have a teacher and feel that I cannot afford to drop
my study if it is only for a few hours a day. Out here
one cannot get on without a teacher to be here when we
study. I take the words just as he says them and the
Koreans say that I speak very plainly. I am so glad
they understand me so well. I have been holding three
meetings and a little Sunday school with the boys on
Sunday, beside the Sunday school with the foreign child
ren at 4 O'clock. Now as Will's teacher is back I shall
let him take one that is held at his home. During the
real hot weather I shall let Susanna take the meetings,
in Wonsan, so that will leave me with only those at our

House

.
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Susanna is still teaching the little girls; two of
them can begin to read quite well. I hope by this
time next year to have many read the Bible.
The Mission refused to give Susanna any more money
for her work, so we are looking after that.

A few weeks ago a $10 gold-piece came, sent out by
Miss Schultz' Sunday school class. She knew nothing
about the circumstances, nor did I know she was sending
it. It will pay Susanna r

c- for 5 months work.
Just now the Koreans came to tell me that Japan©.*

ese boys are in our strawberry patch. I sent them to
catch the boys or the little thieves. They have just
brought them to the door and I talked to them and sent
them away. The little fellows were scard almost to
death. I don't think they will try it again.

I must close and get this to the office. Much love,
Sallie

.

Gensan, Korea - July 13, 1897
My dear Jennie,

Your letter of May 19 came last week.
I supposed you had been busy when I received no
letters for such a long time. That is just the reason
I have not written more often. It did take me so long
to get my house cleaned and especially when I was try-'
ing to put in a few hours of study each day.

Will came home and then I had his things to look
after and the clothes to put away, and the first of
July the Vinton family came to spend a month with us,
also our lady doctor Miss Whiting. So they are here
and it does keep me busy, especially since I have
some fruit to put up. I canned 8 qt . of strawberries
and made some jelly besides all we could eat and the
raspberries are doing splendid. Beside all we want to
eat I have put up some, made some jam and jelly.
Next year we'll have a lot of fruit. My garden is fine
the best I ever had and I am glad for what would I do
with all these people if I did not have plenty of
vegetables? I am sure I never could get on this
dreadfully hot weather if I did not have such a good
trusty man in the kitchen. He is a Christian and tries
to do what is right.

We are having trying weather just now, it is so
hot and there is plenty of rain. I do hope there won't
be any cholera this summer. Just now the native
villages are in a dreadful condition, it seems they
must be full of all kinds of disease germs. The smells
are something awful. I still keep up the meetings on
Sunday but do not care to be in the native part any
more than I can help. If we only keep x^ell through
these months I shall be so glad. I always feel so
glad when August is over and the cool winds begin to



, , . ^ July 1 1897low • As yet the children are ever so well and so
full fo life. Yesterday I let them go barefoot for
the first time and they do thoroughly enjoy it.
I am putting Wilbur in blouses and kilts, but I still,
let him wear aprons. I want to keep him little as
long as I can. So he will not get into pants for at
least two years. He is a big boy for his age and has
the sweetest disposition, so different from Olivette.
Yet Olivette is getting to be a real good girl, but
it keeps us using discipline all the time. We find
putting her to bed is a real good remedy when she is
naughty. How I do wish you could enjoy them while they
are little. Olivette is very much in love with her
Grandma and Aunt Jennie. Anything new she sees about
the house, any new clothes we put on she asks if
AUnt Jennie sent them to us . I will be delighted when
the box comes. I Presume it will be here by the ship
that is soon expected.

The Annual Meeting of our Mission will be held
in Sept, this year, so if we all keep well we expect
to go up to Seoul to attend it. How glad I will be
for the things you are sending, and my dress will be
just in time. I will write and thank you after it
comes. If we go to Seoul I will be able to get some
better pictures of the children which I will be
sending home. I am so glad that Minerva is with Ma
and if she will only always stay with them it will be
a great comfort to them both. How glad I am to hear
you are going to take things more easy... hope you
will stick to it.

I hope this will find you all as well and happy
as this leaves us. Mow I must close and look after
dinner ... .wish you could be here with us for the
sea-bathing, it is fine now.

With much love to all,
Your sister,

Sallie

.



Gensan, Korea - Nov.5» 1897
My dear Jennie,

Your letter of Sept. 13 came last week.
How glad I was to hear for I had not heard for a
long time from anyone at home. I was sorry you and

Will were not well. It did seem a strange time of year
to have such a bad cold. We have all escaped thus far,
and I haven't had scarcely any fire yet , -only a little
in the mornings. But it is much colder the last few
days so I will soon have to keep the fire going.

We have a round oak '(stove?) coming from America
which I will put in Will's study, and take that stove
for the children's playroom. I think I will have the
playroom and dining room together. It will save fuel
and be much more comfortable. But the room they are in
is just like a cyclone struck it all the time. I have
rag-dolls and blocks for them to play with. I try as
much as possible to keep perishable things out of theii
hands. Olivette considers it a rare treat to play with
Aunt Jennie's dollie, and I let her have it sometimes
and she enjoys it that much more. Today I found them
both in the clothes-.’.basket with the rag dollies taking
a "boat ride". It is amusing to see and hear them.
I wish you could see them whilte they are little.
They are such a comfort to me, I hardly know how I

would get on without them, especially since Will is
away so much of the time. I wish I had more time to
spend with them. They think it is play when I am teach-
ing them the kindergarden . Wilbur will very soon go
right along with Olivette. I know so little about
kindergarden, I must send for some instructions and
alsome materials. I am so busy these days , -cleaning
house, getting the windows washed and the carpet down.
I am using in our sitting-room and bed-room the carpet
I had at Ada and it is still quite good. Today Amah
fixed the carpet I had on my bed-room floor at Ada,
and I put it in the children's playroom. I use the
carpets as rugs so they can be taken out once a week
and cleaned, and the matting washed up, so I have very
little dust about the house. I have the Koreans brush
up the floor every day and do not letthem use a big
broom. They can't learn to clean as we do. I have to be
after them all the time, digging out the corners and
cracks. On Tuesday our cook came home with 21: wild
geese; cooked (?) 9 of them and put them in mason jars,
and gave the rest to the Koreans. I got enough feathers
for one or two cushions, and enough down for a small
pillow. When Will comes home week after next I think,
I think I tpill have a man meet him about one day's
journey from here with the gun, wherethe wild geese
are, and have him bring some home with him.
We can very soon get pheasants, too.
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If our cook can succeed in shooting them he can
supply us all winter. He comes home very proud of
success, and I am so glad he is able to use the gun
for Will never has time for hunting.

Our Koreans seem to think a lot of us. Amah and
her husband want to sleep in the house with me because
I am so lonesome. I let them sometimes, but I know
they enjoy their warm floor better than our cold
floors. They would not leave me at all if I said so.
I let Amah go to a village some distance from here
to see some women who had been here for a sight-see.
She came home so happy and said the Lord has blessed
her, -that she told the Gospel to a number of women
and they listened well. It won B t be long until Amah

will be able to £Lo quite a bit and she will be a good
help to me. She already is. I don't know how I should
get on without her. When a lot of women come, if I

can't see them she takes them to her house and gives
them a very good idea of the Gospel. She doEsn't'talk
anything else to them, and really it seems to me she
thinks of little else. I notice while she is sewing
she is repeating parts of the Bible or singing some
of the hymns. Olivette and VJilbur love her so much
and she is so fond of them. I hope by the time we are
ready tocome to America that she will be able to
devote her whole time to evangelistic work. I teach
her every day, a little at a time and she is getting £

a very good knowledge of the four Gospels,
I wish you could see my little Sunday school for

the Christian boys; I have them here at our house on
Sunday morning There are enrolled 17, from 8 to 16
years old, I should think. I am teaching them to
behave, to sing and commit the commandments . They can
nearly all repeat every commandment and are now learn-
ing the Beautitudes. There are 10 boys in the Day
school, and 3 girls. The girls wrote me a letter
yesterday telling me how much they wanted to see me
and how much they loved the "puin" (word for lady)
The boys's school is entirely supported by the native
church here, but we pay Susanna out of our salary.

I haven't heard from Will for over 2 weeks . He is
at Puk Chun now and there is no post office there,
so he can't send letters. Next week he returns to Ham
Heung, will stay over Sunday and return home on Wed.
Nov. 17. He says there are 5 in H?>m Heung who want to
be Christians, and we trust may be, but they will have
to endure persecution, and it. will take a great
amount of grace for them to hold out. God's grace is
sufficient for them, if they are only faithful.
Will wants to spend as much of his time as he can
this year in Ham Heung, and we hope sometime, if the
way opens, to go into the interior.
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The Mission force in Korea is increasing each year
Last month our Board sent Mr. VJm.Hunt to PyengYang
and Rev. and Mrs. Cyril Ross to Fusan, Miss Dr. Field
and Miss Shields, a trained nurse, to Seoul, and very
soon Dr. and Mrs. V/.O. Johnson is expected to go to
Taegu, a new station in the South., and a Miss Dr. Fish
to PyengYang. In the Methodist Mission returning this
month is Mrs. Dr. Rosetta S. Hall. You remember hearing
of Dr. Hall's death 2 years ago; Mrs. HpII returned to
America but is now coming back with her 2 little child-
ren. Also a Miss Dr. Harris of the M.E. Mission.
Miss Frey keeps me posted about the M.E. Mission.
Dr. Hardie returned here to Gensan last week but did
not bring his family; they will come next year.
In the Spring the Gales return to join us here.
The time goes fast and it won't be but a little while
until our turn will come for our furlough. I know I

shall be glad to come home and see you all, yet I'm
sure it will be sad to leave here, and to see such a
change in Pa and Ma and returning (to Korea) will be
much harder than coming the first time,- that is, if
they should be living. I really do think it is a
shame that Pa in his last days can't give up ditching
and all that hard work. I suppose it is just as it
used to be, -the re is no use to say one word to him.
I do wish Ma would take it easy and not let those
things worry her. I'qa sure I would feel just as you do
when you go home; it must make you sad to see them
growing so feeble and to think Pa can't read his Bjble
is too sad. It made me feel so bad, I couldn't get
over it. I am going to send to Wagner and have him get
a New Testament like the one he got for Prof. Park's
father, -a very large print copy; I saw it after Wagner
got it. I will write by this mail, so Pa can have it
for Christmas. We will pay Wagner when he sends the
bill; also please pay Wagner for the Ada Herald for me
I will take it another year but after that I do not
know whether I will take it or not.

It certainly is surprising to think of Ernie and
Forest as young men; Ernie can't be more than 17. It
seems rather young to have a buggy and be going with
the girls. It is surely sad when boys or girls are
inclined to go in bad company. Is Etta going to school
this winter? She writes sometimes but her letters are
far apart. I am glad to hear that Jerd and Ella had
made up their minds to take life more easy. I wish you
all would. I am sure you work entirely too hard. You
are able to keep a girl all the time, and devote your
time to something else besides hard work which will
profit you much more than dollars and cents. I wish
you would think about it and not work so hard. Think
of you washing and ironing in one day beside other
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work and when you were not well, and no doubt you
ought not to have turned your hand to do anything.
I am not lazy, you know that, but I do not work like
that. I could give all my time to my house-work and
save the servants' wages, -that is what some mission-
aries out here do, but I did not come out here to be
a house-keeper and give my time to that kind of work,
when I can get Koreans to do things as well as I do.
I am teaching them and better-fitting them for work
while I can be at something else. My days are so full
I wish sometimes I could work all night, and I do sit
up late but it seems I get so little done.

I have been trying to devote more of my time to
the study of my Bible. I feel ashamed to think how
little I have spent with God's Word and hoitf little
time ,1 give Him and how much I spend on other things
It seems it is a hard lesson for me to learn, but I

believe I will learn little by little to study the
Bible and give God more of my time. I have been read-
ing Andrew Murray's books and they are all so full of
good and helpful thoughts. I have just read McNeil's
"Spirit-filled life" which is very good indeed.
I am now reading "Israel, my Glory" by Wilkinson, a
missionary to the Jews.

That you may know what I do each day, I will begi
The children usually awake about 7. I either dress
them or see that Amah does it. Then I spend an hour
or so reading my Bible and praying. Then we have a
light breakfast; after that .1 have Korean prayers
with Amah which takes half an hour or more. I try to
spend an hour with the children teaching them or
playing with them and they thoroughly enjoy it.
I give the cook the order for dinner and go in the
study and study with my teacher until dinner time.
It is usually 2 o'clock before I can again begin to
study. I dismiss him at 4, and then there are various
things to see after. I sew or look after the house-
work or something. Then after the children are in bed
I am pretty tired but I either sew , read, or write
letters. If I go to see the Koreans, or if they come
to see me, then ray work is interrupted , -but I can't
help it, I just go on and do the best I can.
Like yesterday morning ,- just as I was ready to study
Mrs. Mpnnheimer, xvhose husband is in the Customs,
came in and stayed an hour or so.... that spoiled my
morning. I never could work fast and get so much
accomplished as some, but it really is wonderful how
the Lord helps me and gives me peace and joy.

Well, I must close or you will tire of reading
this hastily written letter.

Your sister, Sallie
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My Dear Jennie,

Again the mail came but no letter from home.
It seems a long time since I have heard from any one
from home. Really you are the only one who writes at
all regularly. Once in a great while I hear from Addie
Dell and Etta. I wrote several times to Add and Emma
but no answer ever comes. I always make it a point to
answer every letter I get, especially any from our
folks. If they knew how much their letters abd any
news does for me I am sure they would all write a

;

little, at least. I have had a package of unanswered
letters in my desk for a long time, but I get at them
and have answered every one, so I do feel quite free
just now. I have the sewing about finished, the house
all cleaned, and the vegetables all in the cellar.
If the stove that we are expecting from America would
ever come and we could get it up then we would be
ready for x^inter. Our order from San Francisco came
several weeks ago, but the stove is missing; where it
is wandering about we haven *t yet found out. It was
shipped with the rest but has been left some place.
Maybe we will get it before winter is over. For this
place winter has set in so early this year. Never
since we have been here did we have snow to amount to
anything until after Christmas. Vie have had two quite
big snow-storms and the ground is frozen quite hard.
We may have some nice weather after this cold spell.

Last week we bought a large Korean house in the
middle of Vionsan and are now converting it into a
chapel, a school-room for the boys and one for the
girls. We do feel ever so glad that we got it, for
now the men and women can meet to worship together,

-

the women in one part and the men in the other.
And Will can preach to them both (at once). Vie have
tried for a long time to buy a large Korean house but
could not o We almost got discouraged, and concluded
to build rooms. Will was making arrangements with the
Chinese carpenter to build a small chapel when the
Koreans came and said the man wanted to sell this
house badly for it was proving to be a bad house

„

The evil spirits had become offended in some way and
the man was so in debt and could not make any more
money there. No other Korean cared to buy such a place
so now was our chance. Vie got it very reasonably,- the
way property is selling here in the port. Vie got it
for $250. gold and can sell our old house for $100.
gold, so we will only have paid for all the house, and
quite a big vacant lot $150 . gold. With just a little
fixing we can have two good school rooms, one room
for Susanna and the chapel which we hope will seat

150 people. If the chapel should get too small we can
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enlarge it quite easily. I am sure the Lord
gave us this house in answer to prayer, for
we for we gave up trying and were praying and trust-
ing for Him to give us a house, for we could not buy

one for any reasonable sum at all. Just as Will was
arranging with the Chinese carpenter to build only a
chapel for $225. gold, we got all this house for only
$25. more. I went down to see the new house before
the repairs were begun. The family had not yet moved
out, so the rags, papers, etc. used to appease the
Evil Spirits were all still hanging here and there.
What a dirty, filthy-looking place, with dirty rags
hanging from almost every beam. Our coolie went down
the other day and it did not take him long to tear
down all the devil appeasing things. So that is
another place where the devil must take his departure.
Poor, poor deluded people! They are down, down deep
in the mire. We learned again something new the other
day. In the back part of the lot we want to make a
gate so the women can come in the back way and not
have to come in where the men are. By buying a little
corner of another man's lot would give us a nice way
in from a side alley. Will's teacher saw the owner
of the lot about the little comer we wanted. They
refused to talk about it and would not sell it for
thousands of dollars, so they said. Why? Simply
because in that corner is their "W C" (toilet) and
such a thing as moving a water-closet in Korea is a
thing unknown. It would offend the Evil Spirits, and
no doubt the man would soon be poverty stricken, and
no telling what would happen to him and his posterity.
No indeed, we can't buy that little corner for any=
thing. I tell Will to say no more about it. Maybe the
Lord will bring those poor deluded people out into the
Light and then we can get a road out to the alley.

I am sure your heart would ache to go down through
the Korean village and see the poverty and poor,
suffering people. It does seem strange that the women
who are working - but slaves- are so prone to give up
to the devil and seem to want to go on in the same old
way. V/e have at least 3 men who are really and truly
converted men, who have family worship, but their
wives care little or nothing for the Gospel. They do
not attend the meetings and would keep their girls out
of school, but the father's rule and send the 2 girls
any way. One of the men's wife brought him a big
dinner of food which had been used in sacrificing to
the ancestors' and told him to eat. He said, "You take
this away. I am a Christian and will not eat food
offered to idols." I guess they had a big time, for
the whole family was against him. Just about that time
one of the children got sick and they wanted to call ir

a sorceress to appease the evil spirits.
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But the man said, "No. You don't call any devil in
here." Vie are in hopes that all their wives may yet
be converted. One of the men says that he has much

hopes for his wife; she seems to be awakening.
I have 18 boys in my Sunday school on Sunday

morning. I do enjoy teaching them; they are ever so
bright and can memorize without any trouble. It does
me good to see them one by one coming with clean faces
and their hair combed; then I have occasion to remark
to' their mothers how nice they look, and they seem to
take pride in having their boys combed and cleaned up
after that. I tell you that Christianity does do a lot
of good for them. How soon we can see a change! They
want to come to church clean, and one woman says now
since she doesn't work on Sunday she works just that
much harder through the week and gets ALONG ALL RIGHT

.

Well, I must close or I will have my letter too
heavy

.

Dec. 29. 1897
My dear Jennie,

No doubt you will be surprised when you hear of
the increase in our family. Well, we have the dearest
and best baby there is to be found. She simply eats
and sleeps, and causes us no bother, for which VI ill
is glad, for he does hate to lose sleep. She will be
2 weeks tomorrow, and really she does look like a baby
a month or two old, she is so developed. No mistake,
she is certainly a beautiful baby. I alivays think a
little baby is so ugly, but not so with this one.
I wonder if you will feel flattered if I tell you that
Will and I think she must look like you did when you
were a baby. Her hair is black and such a lot of it !

—

black eyes and so bright! I named her Gertrude
Elizabeth (Elizabeth is for Will's mother, and Gertrud
because I always liked that name. Vie will not nick-
name her Gertie, but call her Gertrude.

This was the easiest confinement I have yet had.
I was sick about 10 o'clock at night and though it was
12 hours before the baby was born, I suffered severely
only one hour and a half. We had Dr. McGill and he was
ever so kind. He washed and dressed baby. I had no
woman, -only the doctor and Will were with me, but we
got on very well. The next day Mrs. Mannheimer came
and washed and dressedbaby, and came until baby was
one week old. Since then I have done it myself with
Amah's help. Today I sat up in the chair to dress her
and tcT'Qatoniy dinhbhv-. -Tomorrow I will put on my dress
and begin to be myself again. Today I have partly
crocheted a pair of booties for baby. While I can't do
much but sit around I will knit Wilbuir some stockings.
How much I have wished that you and Ma could be he,re
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with me, and I know you wish it as much as I do.
We have got along very well. Will turned nurse
and he does do splendidly, only it is so hard for,,
him. I am sure that I had the best of care and did

not suffer for anythingg.
The Koreans did the work the best they knew how.

Just at that time old Song was at his home trying to
get rid of the itch, so the washing was a bother to
get done, but Amah did it the best she knew and we
got along. Now old Song is back so things sail smooth
again. Will is back at his work and I begin to look
after things.

On Monday the training class began? Will is teach
ing the "Life of Christ"; he made out the questions
and takes off copies on the duplicator. There are
4 tien from Ham Heung and 4 from here taking the
study. In the evening he holds a service in the
chapel, so he is busy from early in the morning until
10 or 11 at night. I am so glad that I am getting
along so well so I don't have to hinder him in his
work. Will says our new chapel is ever so nice.
I am anxious to go down and see it but it will be
some time before I venture out. I am so glad I can
E-till continue to have my Sunday school class, even
though the meetings are held down in Wonsan. On New
Years I will have a treat for them and also for the
women and the men if they come. Christmas was rather
a lonesome day for me; the first time I have been
homesick for a long time. How long I have waited for
a letter from home. I can't tell how many ships have
come and still no letter. Last week when the ship
came and no word from home I was so disappointed that
I simply cried... it was all I could do. I really do
think some of the folks at home might write so,etimes

Well, I must close; baby wants her dinner.
With ever so much love, and a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. Sallie.

Excuse mistakes; I can't read it over this time.

Gensan, Korea - Dec. 18, 1897
Dear Sister Jennie,

Sallie wants me to announce to you the good
news of the arrival of daughter No. 2, whom we have
named Gertrude Elizabeth, born Dec.l6, at 10 A.M.
Sallie and Gertrude are both doing nicely and it is

hard to keep Sallie in bed, she is so well.
The ship is going out and I must send this

as it is or not at all. Will write more later.
In haste, Your Bro.

Will.


