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need, and will store the rest away. Our things are
of very little account, -not worth the moving expenses,
yet we cannot do without them. One more move and they
will surely be finished. Yesterday I just sat down and
had a cry, and then I was ashamed to think hcrw good
the Lord has been to us, brought us out here and is
giving', us the very best house in the station. Our house
is going on fine. Today the roof is going on. Well, I

wish you could see it. It is really a field with so
much ground. Then the tile is laid on the dirt.
The roof is exceedingly cool in summer, and warm in
winter. I am so glad for the cellar and attic.

The view from our house is beautiful. Now, of course,
we are having a trying time, and I trust we will keep
Well. V/e hope to get into our house by the middle of
August, anyway, if not before.

Gertrude has not been well since we came. She has
a diarrhera , -maybe it is from her teeth. She has cut
2 double -teeth since we came here, and 2 more are now
coming. The others are all well, and so am I. Will is
not at all sick, but the work and worry is telling on
him. Oh! this aitfful moving is dreadful. Well, we have
only this to say, that this is our last move, or it
will be when vre get into our own house. If they move
us about anymore, we will surely have to leave the
field. I simply can't do it anymore. Of course, if the
Lord directs we will go where ever He sends, but we
feel now He has sent us here and this is to be our
future house. Will is fixing the ice-box this p.m.
It is so nice to have plenty of ice, and its so cheap.
We are sending an order to Montgomery Ward for some
things. You will think v/e are getting extravagent, but
not so. It takes a lot of things when one is building
and expect to move in a big house. We won't try to
furnish our house, only varnish and fix up our old
"truck". Please tell Will (Ashbrook) to pat MontyWard
Co. the bill when they send it. It maybe $50. gold.
This is not to be our house even though we are building
it now. In time, the Board will repay us all back and
even though they don't we must be settled sometime.

In Nov. it will be 7 years since we came, and we
will have moved 10 times. Well, I must close for this
time. Hope you are all well and trust I will hear from
home before long.

With love from us all,
Sallie



Pyeng Yang, Korea - June 9, 1899
My dear Sister,

Your letter of April 13 received almost
2 weeks ago. It has been a long time since I wrote
and I am sorry for such negligence but it just cantl
be helped. Vie are so crowded for room, and so many
things to see to that letter writing has been
really neglected. Gertrude took sick the next week
after we arrived here and for 4 weeks I did little
else but nurse her. She had mucus diarrhoea. We got
it checked but for some reason it came back, but
now she is getting herself again and is quite over
it, and so hungry to eat. Her teeth are almost
through so I trust her troubles are over for awhile*
at least. I dread when the eye and stomach teeth
come through. I mean to be just as careful as I can
be and by God's mercy and grace I hope she will be
spared to us. She looks just like a dolly, so
little and pale. I feel glad sometimes that she is
not so fat, for I believe real fat children are
more likely to have dysentary and cholra infantum.

Our house is going on at a rapid rate and Will
thinks we will be in it by the first of August.
Well, we can't get in it too soon, for this is
surely a trying place, and in the Rainy Season it
will be a dreadful stuffy place to live. Mr. Lee
is doing all he can to hurry things along.

Last week the Lees lost their little boy
Charles Raymond; he was buried on Friday. He was
sick just 2 ureeks with cholera infantum, with
fever. It was so sad to see the little one suffer
but he was a patient child; about 14 months old.
They have 2 children left, Mylo is 4 years old, and
a baby not quite 2 months.

We certainly have a nice little community here,
so closely banded together in Christian fellowship
It seems so good, for it was certainly lonely some-
times for us at Wonsan It seems that everyone
here is so ready to do something for everybody else,

It certainly is a comfort and a blessing to live
here. The scenery nor the climate I do not is as
good and healthy as at Gensan, but the work is so
much greater. Think of it! I have a Sunday school
class of at least 60 or 75 women and girls. Thus
far I have taught the whole class, but it must be
divided. I think there are probably 2 or 3 women
who can teach if I meet them twice a week and
instruct them how to teach. I have a class on Wed.
p.m. I teach Old Testament stories. I will also
meet the women who are not baptized but who are
interested and intend to come into the church.
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Will's work is in the Whang Hae province, one day
from here by bicycle. He was gone not quite 2 weeks
and visited 8 churches, examined over 100 candidates
for baptism and catechumens, and baptized 39.
He came home before he had planned because of bowel
trouble, but since he came home he is all right now
and thinks of going back this week for a short trip.

You will be glad to know that it is quite likely
that we will come home next summer. In this year's
appropriation the Board granted all the expenses for
our furltr.uah to begin about March, but we will not
leave here before June. 1900. Our time is up Nov. 15»
1900, but we will no doubt leave here in the summer,
so we will miss Rainy Season., returning in the Fall
of 1901 so we will miss two summers here. It will be
decided at the Annual Meeting in October, when we are
to leave. I trust Pa and Ha will live until we come
home

.

Well, I must close for this time. Hoping this
finds you all well. Gertrude is much better, and I

think as soon as her teeth are through she will be
all right.

With much love to you all,
Sallie Swallen.

Pyeng Yang, Korea - July 17, 1899

My dear Sister,
Your letter of June 5 received last week.

I was ever so glad to hear from home and am so glad
Pa is getting better. It does seem sad that he cannot
walk. I hope h: will improve right away and can soon
walk with a crutch.

Well, it is just too hot today to do anything.
This little hut is a fearfully hot place, so stuffy
and no place to get outside to sit with any comfort.
This is a most degrading way to live and we feel it
every day. Everything is piled up and no place to put
anything, and the children have no place to play
either out of doers nor in the house. Outside is
nothing but mud and dirt; not a bit of grass. I can
almost touch the ceiling in every part of the house.
But the sight of our new hous^nakes it easier to bear
If we hadn't built our own house there's no telling
whenever we would have a house

, so we are glad that
we have the money and can do it. Will's brother Albert
sent us Will's share if his mother's estate, which was
over .p 8 0 0 • gold and will help us entirely through,
so we will have a comfortable house and out-buildingand we can fix the yard some, too.

°
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The house is getting on to the last now. The floor is
almost laid, the doors and windows almost done, and
the plastering is just about finished, so the papering
will soon begin. The houses here all must be papered
with the tough Korean (rice) paper in order to keep
the plastering from falling. The Koreans can't plaster
but what little pieces will always be falling off. So,
to prevent this the Korean paper is put on and then
the foreign paper goes on so much better. We will not
put on the foreign paper until we return from America.

Mr. Lee expects the hinges and other hardware for
Mr. Moffett's and our house soon,- maybe by tomorrow's
steamer. As soon as the plaster is thoroughly dry we
can move in. We will have the best and the nicest place
‘to live of anyone in the station. When we come home we
can get the paper and other things we will need to fix
and furnish our house to make it comfortable.

I am so busy all the time I haven't a moment's
time for any outside work, it seems to me. I want to
get as much of my sewing done as I can, and I am going
to color all of our old clothes and make the children
clothes for inter. I want to have a general redding
out before we come home. I don't- think I will get any
thing new, -only make over our old things and trim them
up as fresh and new as I can.

I am now making out our winter supplies to send tc
San Francisco by this mail. I have to think ahead 1 yr
for if the Mission and Board should grant our furlough
to begin next June then I won't have any more orders
coming from America. It is no little task to order
shoes, over-shoes, and all the things we will be need-
ing until that time. We sent to Chicago for some
supplies which I asked Will (Ashbrook) to pay. In it I

ordered our winter shoes and some other things for the
house, so this order will be for flour and stores for
winter. From the way all in our station here feel, and
some have already expressed themselves in favor of our
going before our time is up, we feel that if the Lord
so wills we shall no doubt come home next summer, and
leave here before the Rainy Season begins, and no doubt
reach home in July or August. I don't long at all for
the sea voyage, yet when I know how much good it will
do all of us I do not mind the sea-sickness so much.
I do wish Will could have a sea voyage this summer; it
would help him so much for his winter's work, but our
money is not so plentiful just now, and we must be
economical for a while. I will not go to Seoul this
Autumn to the Annual Meeting. I think we have had
quite enough traveling and tenting for one year. Will
will go on his bicycle and visit groups of Christians
along the way.



Pyeng Yang, Korea - Sept. 27, 1899

My dear Sister,
I received your letter from Tacoma and I have

enjoyed Will's letters describing your trip. What a
delightful trip you did have! If you could only
have crossed the Pacific and made us a visit it
would have been nice. Those outing must be a great
source of delight and so much to reflect and think
about after you have returned home. The Association
certainly chose a grand part of the United States
to visit.

V/hen we came to Korea we came from Chicago on
the Union Pacific, the same railroad on which you
traveled. We went to Salt Lake, -you took another
road before you reached there. Of course we do not
know yet, but it is quite likely we will come to
Vancouver and take the Canadian Pacific Railroad
when we return to America. The Canadian Pacific
ships are said to be very fine and they make the
trip in such a short time. V/hen Will returns from
Annual Meeting we will know what the Mission has
decided in regard to our furlough.

The meeting beg-ins today in Seoul. Our station
have all gone. Of course, the Methodist Mission is
still here, but they live quite a distance from us
inside the city. Well, I am neither afraid nor am I

lonesome. I never do get lonesome because I always
have more than enough to do. We are getting more and
more settled in our new home. The carpenters have
finished the railing around the front porch and down
the front steps today. They are not all through yet-
the stairway into the attic is to be made and the
terra cotta pipes for the stoves are to put up, but
I do not know how it is to be done so we have to
wait until Mr. Lee comes. We haven't a stove up yet
except the cook stove. A fire would feel good these
cool mornings

,
but we only can put on more clothing

or go to the kitchen to get warm, and wait for the
folks to return from Seoul. The oil and varnish have
come so I want to begin that tomorrow. One of the
school boys knows how to varnish so I will get him
to do it. I have had our delapitated furniture all
glued and fixed up and a coat of varnish makes thing
look quite as if they just came out of a furniture
store

.

I am sure you would smile to see my kitchen
furniture. Well, it has come almost to an end.
I have 2 tubs and 2 boilers, -all leak like a riddle.
The woman comes and says, "I am sure I dont see how
Iocan wash'd, -and I reply, "I dont see how you caneither"

; but she does some way.
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I want to make the old things hold out if I can until
we come home and then we will have to have a new supply-
all around.

We have the yard all graded ready to spade and to
be made ready for seeding in the Spring. V,

: e have a fine
tennis court just behind the house, a croquet ground
just below the tennis court, and a nice large front
yard on the south and west sides. We will have a nice
field for an orchard and another for a garden.

We certainly have a beautiful house, or will have
when once we get it fixed up. I am thankful to God all
the time for this house which He has given us, -other-
wise we never could have had it.

Will's old teacher, Mr. Chun, from Wonsan, came
today. I trust Will will take him again for his teacher
but I do not know if he would want to come to PyengYang
He brought letters and good news from Gensan.
Gensan has a big place in our hearts and always will
have. Will expects to go back in the Spring to see the
brethern and get oron fruit orchard.

Wilbur can't yet become reconciled to this place;
he wants to go back, he says, "to see Amah".
Amah, poor thing, is having a pretty hard time, her
worthless husband will always keep her in hard straits.
She longs to see the children and I am sure she would
soon come over here if I said so. The servants have
certainly been a trial to me since we came over here,
and I have longed for those I left at Gensan. I have
frad to work so hard all summer doing the greater part
of my work myself, besides the classes I teach and the
many interrupt ions which I constantly have. I am not
sick but tired and feel sometimes worn out. I felt as
if I could not sew and get the children ready to go to
Seoul, and then that hard trip with three children is

too much, so I preferred staying home alone with them.
I am not getting any rest for I am trying to get the
varnishing all done before Will comes home. There will
be enough to do after he comes to get the stoves up
and all ready for winter. And then he will be leaving
as soon as he can for his work in Anak where he expects
to spend most of the winter. This work over here in
PyengYang and Whang Had province is beyond description.
So many people who need teaching just at this time and
do few to teach them. Little groups of Cjristians here
and there in the country villages who are so anxious
to be taught and needing instruction so much. Many
become Christians from wrong mot ives , -they think if
they become Christians then they can receive help in
their financial troubles, and some of the missionaries
have helped them to the great detriment of the work.
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The officials are robbing the poor people of their
hard-earned money all the time, and it is not easy
for the missionaries to be quiet and see the people
robbed in that way. Poor Korea! when will she ever be
any better? Not until they have a better government,
that is one thing sure. If Will only had the time he
could write some interesting articles for the Paper
( Independent ) , but he is just too rushed every minute.

I am anxiously awaiting to hear if the films
I sent turned out to be any good.

Hope you are all well.
With much love, Sallie.

Pyeng Yang, Korea - Nov. 29 >1899

My dear Sister,
It seems a long, long time since I wrote to

you. I think the last time I wrote I was all bent over
with rheumatism. I went to bed finally and stayed
there a week, but the rheumatism did not leave until
Mrs. Moffett came over and gave me some burning-hot
applications and then I began to -get better. I am
quite well again, only I still have indigestion which
helps to keep up the nervousness, I guess. So many of
the foreigners have indigestion; no doubt it is caused
by our limited supply of food. 'We are unable to get
any good beef here, but now that the cattle sickness
is over maybe we can get some. When our fruit trees
bear then I hope we will have all the fruit we want.
In the Spring Will will gb over to Wonsan and bring
all of our fruit trees and bushes over. We have a fine
place all prepared for them; have it all fenced in and
I have had the yard, garden, and the fields for our
orchard plowed and spaded all ready to sow lawn grass
and clover seed in the Spring. So we hope to have a
green yard when we return from America. We are ever
so comfortable in our house, and I find it ver con-
venient. I am too busy with my other work to spend
much time fixing things for the house. And I feel I

must spend time teaching the children.
The Bible Training class for women - especially

the countrywomen from the different churches, began
last Sot. I think about 31 women came to study. They
pay all their own expenses. I teach 22 of them 1 hr. a
day, and meet with them for another hour to review the
lesson and help them study. The PyengYang women wanted
to come in the class, too, but I promised them if they
would wait I would teach them the same in February.

As soon as this class is over we will be getting
ready for Christmas. I intend to have a tree for the^
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foreign children. Olivette and Wilbur are old enough
now to help me and take great delight in it. I got
books for their presents and then I have balls and
other things besides. I don't know what we will do
for the Koreans. I think they have some regular
custom of entertainment for them. There are so many
it would be impossible to try and treat them all.
I feel so thankful that we are at last settled for
the winter. I feel that I can now get some work done.

Gertrude out-grew her bed so I had to make a
change all around. I got Olivette a single folding
bed and now we are busy making a mattress and comforts
for it. I make good mattresses out of cotton and
excelsior. And I am making the comforters out of old
dresses and pieces. I want to work up all of our old
clothes before we come home. I intend to color Will's
old clothes and dress Wilbur up out of them.

Will you please send me some more of the
Cushing's syes,-i package of dark brown... seal brown,
I think is what I want ; 2 of navy blue and 3 of black
and 1 of scarlet. I always try to color too much with
one package, and consequently I do not get a good
color. I took one package for one pair of pants, and
it came out a beautiful navy blue; but I put too much
in the scarlet and consequently it was not a good
color. I intend to color my old dresses and make
them over for the children. We do not intend to buy
anything until we get home. It will be summer so I

will have to have two sets of clothes for them.
Will you send, also, some of that fine lace for the
ruffles for their aprons. 20 or 25 yds. I will try to
find a sample if I can. I will be kept so busy from
now on because I will keep up all my work with the
Koreans and try to put in the spare moments sewing.
I have the Delineator, so I hope I can get our
clothes a little in style.

I have just come from teaching the class. I can't
tell you how many time I have written a little and
then stopped for something. I must finish and send
this letter or it will be too late. I am really
ashamed of my letters, they are written so carelessly
and so disconnected , but truly I am glad to get them
written anyway. Please do not let any one read them.

The children are ever so well. Gertrude is a ::e?'

real butter-ball and so cunning. Will is at Anak, has
been gone 3 weeks. Hope this will find you all well.

With love, Sallie.
Please send 10 or 15 yds. of lace that will go with
this insertion. I have the insertion but no lace.


