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the trying of patience which increases faith, and if next year is a happicr 

year, I shall be truly grateful. 

I have come to realize anew the streny;th which lies in the promise 

* Ag thy days so shalt thy strencth be," end God hes craciously given me the 

needed health and strength. I have truly peen conscicus of the sustainin,, 

help which has come thiu the prayers of my collea ues and friends for myself 

and for the Korean teachers. 

Ve are always so hungry for lettcrs Zrom friends in the homelznd. 

Do please write when you Can. ‘ith best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Olivette ~. Swallen 



of cooking class mch easier and more interesting than any half hour conference: 

So you can guess what my natural interests are! A few of my friends wondered 

last year what I would do with my leisure time living alone this year. ‘ell- 

there just hasn't been any, but as I have been sharing my cook with the Self-Helr 

Dept., for two to four days 4 week so she could do their fine laundry, I have 

been doing some of my own cooking. I have not minded it at all, except when 

callers came just as my meal was ready to be eaten, the coal fire low, and no 

one in the kitchen to stoke the stove during a lon; call. It was real fun last 

fall making my favorite jellies, jams and pickles and seeing them turn out well. 

My experiments also produced four kinds of delicious vimesayerape, white clover, 

gooseberry and cider. I have several gallons of vinegar which is just ripening 

beautifully: 

I have not been able to have as many suests as I would like, but exclud- 

ing house guests and callers served %o tea, which I have not recorded, my guest 

book shows that I have had 112 Korec:3, 11 Japanese and 75 American dinner guests 

from September thru July. 

The Pyengyang Choral Society, a group of well-educated Korean youns 

people, was organized last fall and has been meeting each week under the able 

leadership of Prof.Tai Joon Pak of our college, a graduate of Westminster Choir 

School in Princeton, NeJ. It is a dream come true that such a group of teachers, 

business men and homemakers, should meet regularly to sing. I have been an un- 

official sponsor and have been glad to have them meet at our Academy. During the 

winter they gave a program over the radio and on May 15th they gave a sacred 

concert which was one of the vevy loveliest programs I have attended in Korea. 

I have never stayed in Pyengyang as late as this, but school closed as 

usual on July 20th and there was so much needed repair to be looked after that 

I am staying thru this week at least. I expect to go to Chidi, the southern 

Presbyterian mountain resort, 4,500 feet above sea level, for a couple of wecks. 

That will be a lot more bearable than the terrible heat here, which has hit 108 

degrees F. on several afternoons out of doors, and has been running over 80 

degrees in the very early morning and at night. Humidity and 108 degrees is 

rather difficult weather! No wonder one just always carvies a fan in the summer, 

but eating my suppers out on the lawn has been delightful and helps a lot. 

All this and not a word about the war. To tell the truth, you probably 

read more accurate news than we can get, for the government is very careful 

about what is printed. The Osaka Mainichi Daily repeatedly said that Japan had 

restrained herself just as long as she could, so as not to get into trouble with 

the Chinese, and only after all patience had »een exhausted did she enter into 

the fight, and the Chinese have brought all this on themselves. Troop trains 

are going thru all the time, and there is a recular schedule, so that whenever 

they stop, school children and students are at that station to cheer them on, 

Our girls have had to go out, nearly every day, even tho it is vacation, and 

have been called out on very short nc'ice. Of course we can muster only town 

Givls and faculty, + a system was worked out before school closed so that by 

notifying key girls, we cen get word to all our tovm girls in a very short time. 

The train schedules have been cut down, fast thru-trains are not runnings, 50 

traveling will be more difficult for those who have to go. 

hry ? 

The past year, has been a very unsatisfactory one because it has been a 

negatively holding on, rather than a year 0 \ositive progress as one would wish 

in a work to which all time and e*fort has been given. But the Heavenly Father 

knows best. I have done little or anything but) routine executive oversight, but 

our staff plus my own servants, includes over £0 teachers, 2 secretaries, 1 Self- 

Help Dept. assistant, I housekeeper, 3 cooks aad 3 janitors. Besides this I 

have charge of at least seven accounts. It has been a valuable experience in 



Pyenzyang, Korea, 

us 1937 
bys vYtUN o4 = August 9th, 

liy dear Friands: “ 

I 'm not far off when I say I owe every one of my friends a 

letter, for it has been impossible under the circumstances of the past year to 

write many letters. And now, unless I write a general letter, I do not know 

how I shall get word to each of you dear friends of whom I do think very often 

and I only hope I am still in the garden of your memoxry as you surely are in 

mine. I will try to make this as newsy and personal as a written visit can be, 

The past year has been the most difficult I have ever experienced. It 

has brought to me personally, crushing sorrow in the death of a very dear friend, 

and as to my work, it has brought repeated disappointments frustrations and 

onpositions, which I am explaining below. I think I can better understand what 

Poul meant when he said " in whatsoever state I am therewith to be content." 

‘Then one is repeatedly frustrated and disappointeca and heavy of heart, one vither 

Sveaks or accepts it to the strengthening of faith. I have had a full and diffi- 

cult dose but my faith has been strengthened and I can just feel the supporting 

cable, " My strength is sufficient for thec,” being held firm and taut by your 

prayers for me. Those of you who have felt oreat need can fully understand 

what a comfort it is, and I thank God for such splendid and loyal friends. So 

you can see that for most of the time, I have not had the spirit to write, and 

at times when I really felt like writing other things would pile up which took 

all my moments. 

Many of you know something about the educational difficulties which we 

have been having for some time. The past year has been one of holdin; on tight- 

ly to the situation in hand, but accomplishin; very little of what one would 

wish to do. Zverything being regulated to the smallest details by the Government, 

most of the joy we have known in educational work is bein; lost. It would take 

a number of pages for me to write vegarding ovr school situations, but I hope 

you will all be able to find copies of the Sunday-school Times Magazine for June 

5,12,19th of this year. In these numbers you will find well written articles 

telling of what has been happening recently, The school situation and its pro- 

ylems have certainly given us plenty to talk about, and as one of my fricnds 

said, “we even forget to gossip about each other." Station meetings and committee 

meetings have been so numerous thiu out the year, they seem to have been 2 major 

assicnment. 

Since Miss Snobk left last September I have been living alone, tho our 

house adjoins the Korean doxmitory. It has been an interesting experiment but 

I hope I'll never have to do it again. Miss Bergman returns the cnd of this 

month and life will be more natural azain. Besides my owm vegular work, I have 

had to look after mich of that which we had previously divided between the three 

of us, - whether the receiving of guests, or looking after repairs, accounts, 

gardening, seeing occassionally that the coal is being properly weighed at the 

school, she dormitory or at our house, or hearin; hard luck stories, or answer 

ins the announcement of a caller only to find that he is a well dressed bograr, 

ox occassionally being barber and chiropodist to our many ferns and houseplants, 

ete. ‘e have to raise our o1m platform decorations rather than depend on the 

florist, and our specialties are ferns and begonias, tho we have some beautiful 

eeraniums. One deep fuscia-coloved double geraniwn had six huge blossoms on at 

the same time and was worth takin; to a Stete Fair, and one double pink was a 

very heavy bloomer all winter. 

From Jamazry to March I taught forei.n cookin,, which is Miss Bergman's 

sudject, to our senior class. I did not want then to sraduate with no knowlecge 

of our simplest foods. The work was thorou july enjoyable, tho I had to spend 

imch time in preparation because of vocatmlary, Sut I found that a double period 
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Pyengyang, Korea, 

April 1937. 

Dear Friends: 

Grace, mercy and peace be to each one of you. "Blessed be the God 

and Fathgr’of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Eph.1:3, 

We thank and praise God for His continued keeping care over us during 

the past year. It has been a special year to us of prayer and waiting upon 

God, one full of testings, but God's grace has always been sufficient for every 

trial. 

We thought we would try and write personal letters to each one who 

remembered us so lovingly at the Christmas time and during the year, but find 

it is impossible and trust you will pardon us if we express our sincere thanks 

and gratitude in this way for the many rememberances which brought messages of 

cheer to our hearts. We are thankful that these are not only messages for this 

particular time, but they continue throughout the year, day by day, through 

God's Word and His promises. His precious promises are our inheritance. "The 

Lord God is a Sun and Shield, the Lord will give grace and glory, no good thing 

will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." Ps.84:11. 

All of our station work goes on much the same as formerly, with Bible 

classes in the city and country being held almost constantly since the first 

of September. During the Christmas vacation many Bible classes were held in 

the country churches by Bible school students accompanied by women who had pre- 

pared in the Workers’ Bible training class. Every available teacher was sent 

out and even then there were not enough teachers for the calls which came in 

for womens' classes. When they returned from these classes, all brought in 

marvelous reports, and their hoarse voices were indications of the strenuous 

work they had done, singing, teaching, preaching and porsonal work, 

In February at the Korean New Year time the Theological Seminary 

dismissed school for one week, so teachers and students could all have this 

privilege of going to the country churches to teach Bible classes and hold 

evangelistic meetings. They also returned with hoarse voices praising God for 

the privilege of teaching the Word and glorifying His Name, and told of churches 

that were revived and the many new believers brought to accept Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior. 

The Bible Institutes were hela in Pyeng Yang through the cold months, 

giving men and women an opportunity to study, who could not take the time from 

their Spring work. Both Institutes closed in time for the Spring Bible classes 

for country women and girls which meets in Pyeng Yang. The number who attend 

the Pyeng Yang Bible classes have become so large that instead of two classes, 

as formerly, we have three Bible classes of one week each, as follows- F 

The first-Pyeng Yang Presbytery had an enrollment of 952. 

The second- the Western and Anju Presbyteries had an enrollment of 

887, and there were many more who, coming in for special 

committees and other meetings, did not enroll. 

The third- the 28 churches of Pyeng Yang city and suburbs enrolled 

762. Nearly all of these were young and old women for 

the girls are in school at this time. 

Fach class had a missionary rally, when the Korean Missionary, Miss 

Syung Ho Kim told about her work in Shangtung, China. She is supported by 

the United Womens Missionary Societies of Korea. It was most interesting 

to us who, with maps and charts and a plea for help for the work, have given 

the same kind of addresses while home on furlough. She made a strong plea for 

the much needed Bible Institute building for their twenty one churches in 

Shangtung. The women contributed over three hundred yen at these classes. 

Our Western Presbyterial celebrated their twentieth anniversary of the 

founding of our Womens' Missionary Society in that Presbytery, which was organ- 

ized in 1917. There were only three of the original founders present,many hav- 

ing gone to be with the Lord. As I sat among this big crowd of women and girls, 

our children in the faith, my heart was filled with joy and praise to God for 

His great love in giving us this special privilege of spending a few more years 

among these whom we love so dearly. 



The little girl whom we helped to rescue three yearsego from a life 

of unspeakable shame, has grown to be a fine Christian girl, now 17 years old. 
She graduated from the Syen Chun school in March and has a position as assis- 
tant teacher in the clrch kindergarten in Syen Chun. She plays the piano 
very well and that will increase her usefulness, 

The other orphan we are helping, who is now entering her second year 

in Syen Chun writes me; "As I look out upon nature, as it were, through a crack 

in the door, I see the mountains, the blue heavens and the spring bursting into 

newness of life, so I with my new year of work before me, new books, new sub= 
jects of study and the hope of taking organ fills my heart with joy." She 

thanks the Lord and me over and over for enabling her to prepare herself for 

the work of the Lord. 

The blind girl, Soonie, whom we found eleven years ago, has been in 

school since then. She graduated three years ago from the Lower school with 

nearly 100 seeing girls, Two weeks ago she graduated from the Methodist Bible 

school with a class of 16 young women who could see and Soonie stood fifth in 

the class. She has entered our Bible Institute to continue her Bible study 
and in the afternoons works in the self-help department to learn to work with 

her hands. She sings quite well and I am encouraging her to conmit all of 
Fanny Crosby's hymns so she can sing them. The blind are thrilled at the 
thought of Helen Keller coming to Korea. They cxpect her in Korea in June, 

The Korean Bible Correspondence is going forward as usual, even though 

at present there is little money for the secretary's salary. Oh that God might 

put into some ones heart to help in this most important work, A request has 
come to us from the Canadian Presbyterian Mission in Formosa to provide a copy 

of this Bible Course in the Japanese Character, for them to use with their 
natives and the Japanese in Formosa. We have already put this Bible Correspon- 

dence into Chinese for the Christians in China, and now we are glad to have it 

translated into Japanese. We trust it may meet with favour there, as it has 
among the thousands who have taken the Course in Korea. 

There are so many opportunities for helping the young people! but so 

many obstacles in the way these days, it is a serious problem how to carry on. 

We are just holding on trusting God who is able, ready and willing to give 

help at all times. God grant that we may all be faithful to the trust He has 

committed to us to do His will and glorify His blessed and holy Name. 

Mr. Swallen says:- I also wish to add a word at the risk of this letter 
getting too long. I still keep myself pretty close in my study in order to 

finish what I have begun in my literary efforts. I continue to preach about 

every Sunday either in churches or in the hospital wards. My work in the hospi- 

tal wards is encouraging both with respect to believers and unbelievers, ins- 

tructing and comforting the former, and bringing the Gospel to such as are still 

in unbelief. Agmost every Sunday there are some who decide to believe, 

I am now bringing my literary work to a close with two important : 
volumes. These are- "Difficult Biblical Questions Answered", and "Light on the 
Book of Daniel". The latter will be a companion volume to my "Light on the 

Book of Revelation". I have also had the privilege of doing some Gideon work. 

The old type Korean inn has given way now to a respectable clean, neat, Japanese 
style hotel, some of them quite large, parhaps twenty or thirty rooms. It 

occurred to me that it might be well if I could place a Gideon Bible in each 

of these rooms. Mr. Hugh Miller, the Bible Society agent, kindly provided the 
Bibles and I have been able to place 653 Gideon Bibles in hotel rooms. 87 of 
these were placed in Japanese hotels. They are all hung up on the walls in 
beautiful book racks in each room and in the office of the hotels. These are 

read amd sometimes disappear. Mr.Miller says "thereis no complaint about those 

that disappear." Perhaps the desire to take the Bible away in some cases may 

lead to one or more conversions. 

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for 

He is faithful that promised. For all the promises of God in Him are yea, 

and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. Heb.10:23, and 2Cor.1:20. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Sallie W. Swallen, 

W. Le. Swallen. 
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