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A C E.

AFTER being frequently urged to write

upon this fubjedfc, and as often declin-

ing to do it, from apprehenfion of my own
inability, I am at length compelled to take

up the pen, huwevci unqualified" I may flill

feel myieTFforflie tafk.

The ufe of the Foxglove is getting abroad,

and it is better the world fhould derive

fome inftruction, however imperfect, from

my experience, than' that the lives of men
fhould be hazarded by its unguarded exhibi-

tion, or that a medicine of fo n ich efficacy

fhould be condemned and rej ,ced as danger-

ous and unmanageable.

It



VI PREFACE.
It is now about ten years fince I firft be-

gan to ufe this medicine. —Experience and

cautious attention gradually taught me how

to ufe it. For the laft two years I have not

had occafion to alter the modes of manage-

ment ; but I am flill far from thinking

them perfect. T^^^
\

It would have been an eafy taik to have

given felect cafes, whofe fuccefsful treatment

would have fpoken ftrongly in favour of the

medicine, and perhaps been flattering to my
own reputation. But Truth and Science

would condemn the procedure. I have

therefore mentioned every cafe in which I

have prefcribed the Foxglove, proper

proper, fuccefsful or otherwife. Such a

condu6t will lay me open to the cenfure of

thofe who are difpofed to cenfure, but it

will meet the approbation of others, who are

the beft qualified to be judges.

To the Surgeons and Apothecaries, with
Vt9M Q

whom I am connected in practice, both in

this town and at a diflance, I beg leave to

make



PREFACE. vii

make this public acknowledgment, for the

affiftance they fo readily afforded me, in per-

fecting fome of the cafes, and in commu-

nicating the events of others.

The ages of the patients are not always

exact, nor would the labour of making them

fo have been repaid by any ufeful confe-

quences. In a few inftances accuracy in that

refpect was neceffary, and there it has been

attempted ; but in general, an approxima*

tion towards the truth, was fuppofed to be

fufficient.

The cafes related from my own experi-

ence, are generally written in the fhorteft,

form I could contrive, in order to fave time

and labour. Some of them are given more

in detail, when particular circumftances

made fuch detail neceflary ; but the cafes

communicated by other practitioners, are

given in their own words.

I muft caution the reader, who is not a

practitioner in phyfic, that no general de-

ductions, decifive upon the failure or fuccefs

b of



viii PREFACE.
*

of the medicine, can be drawn from the

cafes I now prefent to him. Thefe cafes

mull be confidered as the moft hopelefs and

deplorable that exift ; for phyficians are fel-

dom confulted in chronic difeafes, till the

ufual remedies have failed : and, indeed, for

fome years, whilft I was lefs expert in the

management of the Digitalis, I feldomjDre-

fcribed it, but when the failure of every other

method compelled me to do it ; fo that upon

the whole, the inftances I am going to ad-

duce, may truly be confidered as cafes loft to

the common run of pradice, and on

fnatched from deftruclion, by the efficacy

of the Digitalis; and this in fo remarkable

a manner, that, if the properties of that

plant had not been difcovered, by far the

reateft part of thefe patients muft have
died.

There are men who will hardly admit ofany
thing which an author advances in fupport of

a favorite medicine, and I allow they may
have fbme caufe for their hefitation; nor do
I expedl they will wave their ufual modes of

judg-
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judging upon the prefent occafion. I could

vvifh therefore that fuch readers would pals

over what I have faid, and attend only to

the communications from correfpondents,

becaufe they cannot be fuppofed to pofTefs

any unjuft predilection in favour of the me-
dicine : but I cannot advife them to this ftep,

for I am certain they would then clofe the

book, with much higher notions of the effi-

cacy of the plant than what they would have

learnt from me. Not that I want faith in

the difcernment or in the veracity of my
correfpondents, for they are men of eftab-

lifhed reputation ; but the cafes they have
fent me are, with fome exceptions, too

much feledled. They are not upon this ac-

count lefs valuable in themfelves, but they

are not the proper premifes from which to

draw permanent conclufions.

I wifh the reader to keep in view, that it

is not my intention merely to introduce a

new diuretic to his acquaintance, but one
which, though not infallible, I believe to be

much more certain than any other in pre-

fent life.

b 2 After

I



x PREFACE
After all, in fpite of opinion, prejudice,

or error, Time will fix the real value upon

this difcovery, and determine whether I have

impofed upon myfelf and others, or contri-

buted to the benefit of fcience and mankind.

Birmingham, \Ji July,

1785.

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION.

THE Foxglove is a plant Efficiently comm
this ifland, and as we have but one fp

and that fo generally known, I ihoald have

fuperftuous either to figu

Mul-

lein* gathered for thofe of Foxglove* On the con-

tinent of Europe too, other fpecies are found, and

I have been informed that our fpecies is very rare

in fome parts of Germany, exifting only by means

of cultivation, in gardens*

Our plant is the Digitalis purpurea
'f of Linnaeus.

It belongs to the 2d order of the 14th clafs, or the

Didynamia Angiospermia. The cjfential charac-

ters of the genus are, Cup with 5 divijions. Blojfom

btll-jhapcdt bulging. Capjuk egg-Jliaped, 2-celUd.

Linn.

DIGITA'LIS purpurea. Little leaves of the

cmpalement egg-{haped, fharp. Bloffoms blunt;

the upper lip entire. Linn.

Refe-

t

Verbafcum of Linnaeus.

purple

b 3



xii INTRODUCTION.
References to Figures. Thefe are difpofed in

the order of comparative excellence.

Rivini tnonopet* 104.

Flora danica, 74, parts offruttification.

Tourncfort Injiitutiones. 73, A, £, L % M9

Fuchfii Hiji. Plant. 893, copied in

Tragijiirp. hijior. 88g.

J. Bauhini hijior. Vol. iL 812. 3, and

Lonicera 74, 1.

Blackwell. auB. 16.

fiodonm pcmpt.Jtirp. hijl. 169, reprinted

Parkinjon Theatr. botanic. 6k

Gerard, Jirji edition, 646, 1.

Hijior. Oxon. Mori/on. V. 8,

Flor. danic. 74, //jc reducedfi

>P

Blojfom. The bellying part on the infide fprinkled

with fpots like little eyes. Leaves wrinkled. Linn.

Blossom. Rather tubular than bell-{haped, bulging
on the under fide, purple ; the narrow tubular
part at the bafe, white. Upper lip fometimes
fli^tly cloven.

Chives. Threads crooked, white. Tips yellow.

Pointal. Seed-bud greenifti. Honey-cup at its bafe
more yellow. Summit cloven.

S. Vess. Capfule not quite fo long as the COP* ^—

'

Root. Knotty and fibrous.

Stem*
f J
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Stem. About 4 feet high ; pbfcurely angular ; leafy.

Leaves. Slightly but irregularly ferrated, wrinkled;

dark green above, paler underneath. Lozcer

leaves egg-fhaped; upper leaves fpear-lhaped.

Leaf-Jlalks flelhy ; bordered.

Flowers. Numerous, moftly growing from one fide

of the ftem and hanging down one over another.

Floral-leaves fitting, taper-pointed. The numer-
ous purple bloffoms hanging down, mottled

within ; as wide and nearly half as long as the

finger of a common-fized glove, are fufhcient

marks whereby the moft ignorant may diftinguiih

this from every other Britifh plant; and the

athered for ufe but when
plant is in bloffom

Place. Dry, gravelly or fandy foils; particularly en
Hoping ground. It is a biennial, and flowers

from the middle of June to the end of July.

I have not obferved that any of our cattle eat it.

The root, the ftem, the leaves, and the flowers have
a bitter herbaceous tafte, but I don't perceive that

naufeous bitter which has been attributed to it.

This plant ranks amongft the LURID^E, one of

the It has for

Atropa, H
Ra, Solanum, &cc. fo that from the knowledge we
poffefs of the virtues of thofe plants, and reafoning

from botanical analogy, we might be led to guefs at

fomething of its properties.

I in-
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I intended in this place to have traced the

hiftory of its effe&sin difeafes from the time ofFuch-

fius, who firft defcribes it, but I have been antici-

pated in this intention by my very valuable friend,

Dr. Stokes of Stourbridge, who has lately fent me
the following

Historical View of the Properties of

Digitalis.

Fuchsius in his hijl.jlirp. I542, is the firft author

who notices it. From him it receives its name of

Digitalis, in allufion to the German name of Fin-

gerhut, which fignifies a finger-ftall, from the blof-

foms refembling the finger of a glove.

Sensible Qualities. Leaves bitterifh, very nau-

feous. Lewis Mat. med. i. 342.

Sensible Effects. Some perfons, foon after eat-

ing of a kind of omalade, into which the leaves of

this, with thofe of feverai other plants, had enter-

ed as an ingredient, found themfelves much indif-

pofed, and were prefently after attacked with vo-

mitings. DoDON\EUS pCVlpt. lyO.

It is a medicine which is proper only for fbrong

confutations, as it purges very violently, and ex-

cites exceffive vomitings. Ray. hijl. 767.

S Boerhaave judges it to be of a poifonous nature,

% hijt. plant, but Dr. Alston ranks it among thofe in-

digenous vegetables, M which, though now difre-

M garded,
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" garded, are medicines of great virtue, and fcarce-
41

ly inferior to any that the Indies afford." Lewis
Mat. med. i. p. 343.

Six or feven fpoonfuls of the decoction produce

naufea and vomiting, and purge ; not without

fome marks of a deleterious quality. Haller hid. n.

330 from Aerial Inf.. p. 49, 50.

The following is an abridged Account of

its Effects upon Turkeys.

M. Salerne, a phyfician at Orleans, having heard
that feveral turkey pouts had been killed by being
fed with Foxglove leaves, inftead of mullein, he
gave fome of the fame leaves to a large vigorous

turkey. The bird was fo much affected that he
could not ftand upon his legs, he appeared drunk,

and his excrements became reddifh. Good nou-
rifhment reftored him to health in eight days.

Being then determined to pufh the experiment

further, he chopped fome more leaves, mixed them
with bran, and gave them to a vigorous turkey cock

which weighed feven pounds. This bird foon ap-

peared drooping and melancholy; his feathers flared,

his neck became pale and retraded. The leaves

were given him for four days, during which time

he took about half a handful. Thefe leaves had
been gathered about eight days, and the winter was

far advanced. The excrements, which are natur-

ally
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ally green and well formed, became, from the firft,

liquid and reddifh, like thofe of a dyfenteric patient.

The animal refilling to eat any more of this mix-
re which had done him fo much mifchief, I was

•liged to feed him with bran and water only ; but

>twithftanding this, he continued drooping, and
thout appetite. At times he was feized with con-

vulsions, down; in the

to perch, h

did not attempt

. At length he

fed all nourishment. On the fifth or fixth day
excrements became as white as chalk; after-

ards yellow, greenifti, and black. On the eigh-

th day he died, greatly reduced in flefh, for he
weighed only three pounds.

On opening him we found the heart, the lungs,

the liver, and gall-bladder fhrunk and dried up

;

the floTtiach was quite empty, but not deprived of

its villous coat* Hijl. cteMcadem. 1748. p. 84.

u

44

«4

*l

14

44

4.

44

^^H ^ m m
*

Epilepsy.— " It hath beene of later experience

found alfo to be erTe&ual againft the falling ilck-

nefTe, that divers have been cured thereby; for

after the taking of the Decoct, manipulor. ii. c. poly-

pod, quercin. contus. *iv. in cerevifta, they that have
been troubled with it twenty-fix years, and have
fallen once in a weeke, or two or three times in a

moneth, have not fallen once in fourteen or fir-

teen moneths, that is until the writing hereof/'

Parkinfon^ p. 654*

Scrophula,
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Scrophula.—t4 The herb bruifed, or the juice

u made up into an ointment, and applied to the

41 place, hath been found by late experience to be
4fc availeabie for the King's Evill." Park. p. 654.

Several hereditary inftances of this difeafe fa id

to have been cured by it. Aereal Influences, p

49, 50, quoted by Haller, hiji. n. 330.

A man with /crophula us ulcers in various parts of

the body, and which in the right leg were fo viru-

lent that its amputation was propofed, cured by

Jucc. expre/s. cochL U bis intra xiv m dies, in -f
pint*

cerevifta calidce.

The leaves remaining after the pre fling out of the

juice, were applied every day to the ulcers. Pracl.

e/s. p. 40. quoted by Murray apparat. medicam. t. p.

49K

A young woman with a fcrophulous tumour of the

tyc y a remarkable /welling ofthe upper lip, and painful

tumours 0} the joints of the frigers, much relieved ;

me vio-

lent effecls on the confutation, lb. p. 42 quoted as

above.

A man with a/crophulous tumour of the right clbow^

attended for three years with excruciating pains, was

nearly cured by four dofes of the juice taken once

a month. IK p. 43. as above.

The phyficians and furgeons of the Worcester In-

firmary have employed it in ointments and poul-

tices with remarkable efficacy. lb. p. 44. It was re-

com-
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commended to them by Dr. Baylies of Evefham,

now of Berlin, as a remedy for this difeafe. Dr.

Wail gave it a tryal, as well externally as inter-

, but their experiments did not lead them to

obferve any other properties in it, than thofe of a

highly naufeating medicine and draftic purgative.

Wounds. In considerable eftimation for the

healing all kinds of wounds, LobeL adv. £45.

Principally of ufe in ulcers, which difcharge con-

fiderably, being of little advantage in fuch as are

dry. Hulse, in R. hift. 768.

Doctor Baylies, phyflcian to his PruflnnMajefly,

informed me, when at Berlin, that he employed it

with great fuccefs in caries, and obllinate fore legs.

Dyspnea P//«f/^ Sauvages i. 657.

—

4t Boiled

in water, or wine, and drunken doth cut and
confume the thicke toughnefie of groffe, and

flimie tlegme, and naughtie humours. The
fame, or boiled with honied water or fugar, doth

fcoure and. clenfe the breft, ripeneth and bring-

eth foorth tough and clammie ttegme. It open-

eth alfo the ftoppage of the liver fpleene and
milt, and of the inwarde parts," Gerarde hift.

ed. I. p. 647.

41

4b

it

41

11

41

4t

1;

41

41 Whenfoever there is need of a rarefying or

tenuating of tough flegme or vifcous humours
g the cheft h

made up with

and purge the body both upwards
6b

.1
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and downwards fotnetimes, of tough flegme, and

clammy humours, notwitliftanding that thefc

qualities are found to bee in it, there are but few

phyiitions in our times that put it to thefe ufes.

lly

P

Previous to the year 1777, you informed me of

the great fuccefs you had met with in curing drop-

fies by means of the foL Digitalis, which you then

considered as a more certain diuretic than any you
had ever tried. Some time afterwards, Mr. Ruflel,

furgeon, of Worcefter, having heard of the fuc-

cefs which had attended fome cafes in which you

had given it, requeued me to obtain for him any

information you might be inclined to communicate

refpe&ing its ufe. In confequence of this applica-

tion, you wrote to me in the following terms.*

In a letter which I received from you in London*
dated September 29, 1778, you write as follows

:

u
I wifli it was as eafy to write upon the Digitalis

I defpair of pleafing myfelf or inflructing others,

in a fubjed fo difficult. It is much eafier to

write upon a difeafe than upon a remedy. The
former is in the hands of nature, and a faithful

obferver, with an eye of tolerable judgment,

cannot fail to delineate a likenefs. The lattet

will ever be fubjedt to the whims, the inaccura-

cies, and the blunders of mankind.'

it

44

it

44

It

4;

4.

In
—m

* See the extract from this letter at pa^e 5.
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it

ifc

In my notes I find the following memorandum
February <2oth, 1 779, gave an account of Doctor

Withering's pradice, with the precautions ne-

cefTary to its fuccefs, to the Medical Society at

• Edinburgh."—In the courfe of that year, the Di-

gitalis wasprefcribed in the Edinburgh Infirmary, by

Dr. Hope, and in the following year, whilft I was

Clerk to Dr. Home, as Clinical Profeffor, I had a

favourable opportunity of obferving its fenfible ef-

fects.

In one cafe in which it was given properly at firft,

the urine began to flow freely on the fecond day.

On the third, the fwellings began to fubfide. The
dofe was then increafed more than quadruple in the

twenty-four hours. On the fifth day ficknefs came
on, and much purging, but the urine Rill increafed

though the pulfe funk to 50. On the 7th day, a

quadruple dofe of the infufion was ordered to be taken

every third hour, fo as to bring on naufea again.

The pulfe fell to forty-four, and at length to thirty-

five in a minute. The patient gradually funk and
died on the fixteenth day ; but previous to her

death, for two or three clays, her pulfe rofe to near
one hundred. you, how

ely the treatment of this cafe differed from
method w fuccefsful

OF



OF THE PLATE.

THE figure of the Foxglove, facing the Title

Page., is copied by the permiflion and under

the infpedion of Mr. Curtis, from his admirable

work, entitled Flora Londinensis. The accuracy

of the drawings, the beauty of the colouring, the full

descriptions, the accurate fpecific diftincftions, and
the ufes of the different plants, cannot fail to recom-

mend that work to the patronage of all who are in-

terefted in the encouragement of genius, or the

promotion of ufeful knowledge.

EXPLANATION.
Fig, l. The Empalement.

Fig- 2, 3, 4. Four Chives two long and two fhort,

Tips at firft large, turgid, oval, touching at

bottom, of a yellowifh colour, and often fpot-

ted ; laftly changing both their form and fitu-

ation in a lingular manner.

Fig- 5i 6, 7. Seed-bud rather conical, of a yellow

green colour. Shaft fimple. Summit cloven.

Fig. 8. Honeycup a gland, furrounding the bottom
of the Seed-bud.

Fig. g. Seed-vessel, a pointed oval Capjuh, of two

cells and two valves, the lowermoit valve fplit-

ting in two.

Fig. lo. Seeds numerous, blackifh, finally lopped

at each end.
AN



A NACCOUNT
OF THE

INTRODUCTION of FOXGLOVE
t NTO

MODERN PRACTICE.

A S the more obvious and fenfible properties of

plants, fuch as colour, tafle, and fmell, have

but little connexion with the difeafes they are adapted

to cure; fo their peculiar qualities have no certain

dependence upon their external configuration. Their

chemical examination by fire, after an immenfe
wafle of time and labour, having been found ufe-

lefs, is now abandoned by general confent. Poffr-

bly other modes of analyfls will be found out*

turn to better account ; but we have hi-may
theito made only a very fmall progrefs in the che-

miftry of animal and vegetable fubftances. Their

virtues muft therefore be learnt, either from obferv-

ing their effe&s upon infedis and quadrupeds ; from

analogy, deduced from the already known powers

of fome of their congenera, or from the empirical

ufages and experience of the populace.

The firft: method has not yet been much attended

to; and the fecond can only be perfected in projSor-

tion as we approach towards the difcovery of a truly

natural fyftem; but the laft, as far as it extends, lies

A within



2 INTRODUCTION
within the reach of every one who is open to infor-

mation, regardlefs of the fource from whence it

fprings.

It was a circumftance of this kind which firft fixed

my attention on the Foxglove.

In the year 1 775, my opinion was afked concern-

ing a family receipt for the cure of the dropfy. I

was told that it had long been kept a fecret by an

old woman in Shroplhire, who had fometimes made

cures after the more regular practitioners had failed.

I was informed alfo, that the effects produced were

violent vomiting and purging ; for the diuretic ef-

fects feemed to have been overlooked. This medi-

cine was compofed of twenty or more different herbs;

but it was not very difficult for one converfant in

thefe fubje&s, to perceive, that the adive herb could

be no other than the Foxglove.

My worthy predecefTor in this place, the very hu-

mane and ingenious Dr. Small, had made it a prac-

tice to give his advice to the poor during one hour

in a day. This practice, which I continued until

we had an Hofpital opened for the reception of the

fick poor, gave me an opportunity of putting my
ideas into execution in a variety of cafes ; for the

number of poor who thus applied for advice,

amounted to between two and three thoufand an-

nually.
.

I foon found the Foxglove to be a verv

powerful diuretic; but then, and for a confiderable

time afterwards, I gave it in dofes very much too

large
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large, and urged its continuance too long ; for mif-

led by reafomng from the eftecfts of the fquill, which

generally arts beft upon the kidneys when it excites

naufea, I wilhed to produce the fame eft eel by the

Foxglove. In this mode of prescribing, when I had

fo many patients to attend to in the fpace of one,

or at moll of two hours, it will not be expeded that

I could be very particular, much lefs could I take

notes of all the cafes which occurred. Two or three

of them only, in which the medicine Succeeded, I

find mentioned amongft my papers. It was from

this kind of experience that I ventured to affert, in

the Botanical Arrangement pubiifhed in the courfe of

the following fpring, that the Digitalis purpurea

merited more attention than modern practice be-41

44 flowed upon it."

I had not, however, yet introduced it into themorfc

regular mode of prefcription ; but a circumflance

happened which accelerated that event. My truly

valuable and refpe<5lable friend, Dr. Afh, informed

me that Dr. Cawley, then principal of Brazen Nofe

College, Oxford, had been cured of a Hydrops Pec-

toris, by an empirical exhibition of the root of the

Foxglove, after fome of the firft phyficians of the age

had declared they could do no more for him. I was

now determined to purfue my former ideas more

vigoroufly than before, but was too well aware of

the uncertainty which mud attend on the exhibition

of the root of a biennial plant, and therefore conti-

nued to ufe the leaves. Thefe I had found to vary

much as to dofe, at different feafons of the year;

A 2 bu*
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but I expe&ed, if gathered always in one condition

of the plant, vi7. when it was in its flowering {late,

and carefully dried, that the dofe might be afcer-

tained as exa&ly as that of any other medicine ; nor

have I been difappointed in this expe&ation. The

more I faw of the great powers of this plant, the

more

accuracy. I fufpe&ed that this

ufe of a deccclion,

y
pon

care of thofe who had the preparation of it, but it

fy to conceive from the analogy

plant of the that

is a pertles might be impaired by long boil-

ing. The decodtion was therefore difcarded, and

the infiifion fubftituted in its place. After this I be-

es
the leaves in pozvder, but I

prefcribe the

me, that the

tic effects of this medicine do not at all depend up-

on its exciting a naufea or vomiting; but, on the

contrary, that though the increafed fecretion of

urine will frequently fucceed to, or exift along with

yet they are fo far from being

friendly or neceffary

dif t *

o

imprudently urged fo as to occafion fick

If the medicine purges, it is almoft certain to fail

in its defired effect; but this having been the cafe,

I have feen it afterwards fucceed when joined with

fmall
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(mall dofes of opium, fo as to reflrain its a&ion on

the bowels.

In the fummer of the year 1776, I ordered a

quantity of the leaves to be dried, and as it then

became poffible to afcertain its doles, it was gradu-

ally adopted by the medical practitioners in the cir-

cle of my acquaintance.

November I777, in confequence

of an application from that v

Mr. RuffeU ofWorcefter, I

account, which I choofe to i fh

ing the ideas I then entertained of the medicine,

and how much I was miftaken as to its real dofe.

" I generally order it in decociion. Three drams of
4t the dried leaves, collected at the time of the blof-

u foms expanding, boiled in twelve to eight ounces of
t4 water- Two fpoonfuls of this medicine, given eve-
cw ry two hours, will fooner or later excite a naufea.
1
' I have fometimes ufed the green leaves gathered in

" winter, but then I order three times the weight;
u and in one inftance I ufed three ounces to a pint

decodion, before the defired effed took place. I

confider the Foxgloire thus given, as the moft cer-

tain diuretic I know, nor do its diuretic effecls

depend merely upon the naufea it produces, for

in cafes where fquill and ipecac, have been fo

given as to keep up a naufea feveral days together,

and the flow of urine not taken place, I have found

the Foxglove to fucceed ; and I have, in more than

one inftance, given the Foxglove in fmaller and

A3 .
" more

"

it

11

14

*w
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more diftant dofes, fo that the flow of urine has

taken place without any fenfible affedion of the

ftomach ; but in general I give it in the manner
firft mentioned, and order one dofe to be taken

after the ficknefs commences. I then omit all me-
dicines, except thofe of the cordial kind are wanted,

during the fpace of three, four, or five days. By
this time the naufea abates, and the appetite be-

comes better than it was before. Sometimes the

brain is confiderablyaffeded by the medicine, and

indiftind vifion enfues; but I have never yet

found any permanent bad effeds from it."

" I ufe it in the Afcites, Anafarca, and Hydrops
Pedoris; and fo far as the removal of the water

will contribute to cure the patient, fo far may be

expeded from this medicine : but I wifti it not to

be tried in afcites of female patients, believing

that many of thefe cafes are dropfies of theovaria;

man will ever exped to fee thefe

fted fluids removed by any med ?>

" I have often been obliged to evacuate the water

repeatedly in the fame patient, by repeating the

decodion ; but then this has been at fuch diftances

of time as to allow of the interference of other

medicines and a proper regimen, fo that the patient

obtains in the end a perfed cure. In thefe cafes

the decodion becomes at length fo very difagree-

able, that a much fmallerquantity will produce the

effed, and I often find it neceflary to alter its

tafte by the addition of Aq. Cinnam. fp. or Aq.
Juniper, compofita." m

J 2 1-
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and indeed enjoin my patients to drink

of fmall Kouors through the wholevery plentifully of fmal

courfe of the cure; and

cuations have been ve

bandage as neceflary as

Early in the year 1779, a number of dropfical

cafes offered themfelves to my attention, the confe-

quences of the fcarlet fever and fore throat which

had raged fo very generally amongft us in the pre-

ceding year. Some of thefe had been cured by

fqu ills or other diuretics, and relapfed; in others,

the dropfy did not appear for feveral weeks after the

original difeafe had ceafed: but I am not able to

mention many particulars, having omitted to make

notes. This, however, is the lefs to be regretted,

fy and

by the F

glove

,

This laft circumftance encouraged me to ufe the

medicine more frequently than I had done hereto-

fore, and the increafe of practice had taught me to

improve the management of it.

In February 1 779, my friend, Dr. Stokes, commu-

nicated to the Medical Society at Edinburgh the re-

fult of my experience of the Foxglove ; and, in a let-

ter addreffed to me in November following, he fays,

4C Dr. Hope, in confequence of my mentioning its

" ufe to my friend, Dr. Broughton, has tried the

11 Foxglove in the Infirmary with fuccefs." Dr.

Stokes
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Stokes aJfo tells me that Dr. Hamilton cured Dropfies

with it in the year 1781.

I am informed by my very worthy friend Dr.

Duncan, that Dr. Hamilton, who learnt its ufe from

Dr. Hope, has employed it very frequently in the

Hofpital at Edinburgh. Dr. Duncan alfo tells me,

that the late very ingenious and accomplifhed Mr.

Charles Darwin, informed him of its being ufed by

his father and myfelf, in cafes of Hydrothorax, and

that he has ever fince, mentioned it in his lectures,

and fometimes employed it in his pra&ice.

At length, in the year 1783, it appeared in the

new edition of the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, into

which, I am told, it was received in confequence of

the recommendation of Dr. Hope. But from which,

I am fatisfied, it will be again very foon rejected,

if it mould continue to be exhibited in the unre-

ftrained manner in which it has heretofore been

ufed at Edinburgh, and in the enormous dofes in

which it is now directed in London.

In the following cafes the reader will find other

difeafes befides dropfies ; particularly feveral cafes

of confumption. I was induced to try it in thefe,

from being told, that it was much ufed in the Weft:

of England, in the Phthifis Pulmonaiis, by the

common people. In this difeafe, however, in my
rands, it has done but little fervice, and yet I am
difpofed to wim it a further trial, for in a copy of

Parkinfon's Herbal, which I faw about two years ago,

I found
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I found the following manufcripi note at the article

Digitalis, written, I believe, by a Mr. Saunders, who
pra&ifed for many years with great reputation as a

furgeou and apothecary at Stouronoge, in Wcicef-
terlhire.

" Confumptions are cured infallibly by weak de-

codion of Foxglove leaves in water, or wine and
water, and drank for conftant drink. Or take of

the juice of the herb and flowers, clarify it, and
make a fine fyrup with honey, of which take

three fpoonfuls thrice in a day, at phyfical hours.

The ufe of thefe two things of late has done, in

confumptive cafes, great wonders. But be cautious

of its ufe, for it is of a vomiting: nature. In
thefe things begin fparingly, and increafe the dofe

as the patient's ftrength will bear, leaft, inftead of

dama
infufion or fyrup."

i

The precautions annexed to his encomiums of this

medicine, lead one to think that he has fpoken from

his own proper experience.

I have lately been told, that a perfon in the neigh-

bourhood of Warwick, poffefles a famous family re-

ceipt for the dropfy, in which the Foxglove is the

active medicine ; and a lady from the weftern part

of Yorkfhire affures me, that the people in her coun-

try often cure themfelves of dropfical complaints bv
drinking Foxglove tea. In confirmation of this, I

recqlleft about two years ago being de fired to vifit a

travelling
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travelling Yorkfhire tradefman. I found him incef-

fantly vomiting, his vifion indiftind, his pulfe forty

in a minute. Upon enquiry it came out, that his

wife had ftewed a large handful of green Foxglove

leaves in half a pint of water, and given him the

liquor, which he drank at one draught, in order to

cure him of an afthmatic affe&ion. This good wo-

man knew the medicine of her country, but not

the dofe of it, for her hufband narrowly efcaped

with his life.

It is probable that this rude mode of exhibiting

the Foxglove has been more general than I am at

P thor

d

acquainted with its effe&s

CASES,

*
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In which the Digitalis was given by the

Direction of the Author.

*775-
T was in the courfe of this year that I began to

life the Digitalis in dropfical cafes. The pa-

tients were fuch as applied at my houfe for advice

gratis. I cannot pretend to charge my memory with

particular cafes, or particular eile&s, and I had not

leifure to make notes. Upon the whole, however,

it may be concluded, that the medicine was found

ufeful, or I ihould not have continued to employ

it.

C A S E I.

December 8th. A man about fifty years of age,

who had formerly been a builder, but was now much

reduced in his circumftances, complained to me of

an afthma which firft attacked him about the latter

end of autumn. His breath was very fhort, his

countenance was funken, his belly large ; and, up-

on examination, a fluctuation in it was very percep-

tible. His urine for fome time paft had been fmall

in quantity. I direded a decodion of Fol. Digital,

recent, which made him verv fick, the ficknefs re-
j

curring at intervals for feveral days, during which

time he made a large quantity of water. His breath

gradually drew eafier,. his belly fubfided, and in

about
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about ten days he began to eat with a keen appetite.

He afterwards took Iteel and bitters.

I776.

CASE II.

January 14th. A poor man labouring under an

afcites and anafarca, was dire&ed to take a deco&ion

of Digitalis every four hours. It purged him fmart-

but did not relieve him. An opiate was now

ordered with each dofe of the medicine, which then

adied upon the kidneys very freely, and he foon loft

ail his complaints.

CASE III.
4

March 15th. A poor boy, about nine years of

age, was brought for my advice. His countenance

was pale, his pulfe quick and feeble, his body great-

ly emaciated, except his belly, which was very large,

and, upon examination, contained a fluid. The

cafe had been confidered as arifing from worms. He

was direcled to take the decoction of Digitalis night

and morning. It operated as a diuretic, never made

him fick, and he got well without any other medi-

cine.

CASE IV.

July z^h. Mrs. H , of A , near

N , between forty and fifty years of age, a

few weeks ago, after fome previous indifpoiition,

was attacked by a fevere cold ihivering fit, fucceed-

ed by fever; great pain in her left fide, fhortnefs

cf breath, perpetual cough, and, after fome days,

copious
A 1
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copious expe&oration. On the 4th of June, Dr.

Darwin,* was called to her. I have not heard what
was then done for her, but, between the 15th ofJune,
and 25th of July, the Doclor, at his different vifits,

gave her various medicines of the deobftruent, to-

nic, antifpafmodic, diuretic, and evacuant kinds.

On the 25th of July I was defired to meet Dr.
Darwin at the lady's houfe. I found her nearly in

a flate of fuffocation ; her pulfe extremely weak and
irregular, her breath very fhort and laborious, her
countenance funk, her arms of a leaden colour,

clammy and cold. She could not lye down in bed,

and had neither ftrength nor appetite, but was ex-

tremely thirfty. Ker ftomach, legs, and thighs

were greatly fwollen ; her urine very fmall in quan-
tity, not more than a fpoonful at a time, and that

very feldom. It had been propofed to fcarify her
legs, but the propofition was not acceded to.

had been ufed, except from ipecac

dofe of which had been gradually

means

40 grains, but fuch

day

large dofes failed to make
ly purged her. In this fituation of things I knew
of nothing likely to avail us, except the Digitalis:

but this I hefitated to propofe, from an apprehen-
• fionthat little could be exneded from anv thing;

m

that an unfavourable termination would tend to

difcrcdit

Then refident at LichfieH, now at Derby
*



14 CASES. 1776.

difcredit a medicine which promifed to be of great

benefit to mankind, and I might be cenfured for a

prefcription which could no I be countenanced by

the experience of any other regular pra&itioner.

But thefe confiderations foon gave way to the defire

of preferving the life of this valuable woman, and

accordingly I propofed the Digitalis to be tried;

adding, that I fometimes had found it to fucceed

when other, even the mod judicious methods, had

failed. Dr. Darwin very politely, acceded imme-

diately to my propofition, and, as he had never

d

y dire<5tion. We therefore pref(

R. Fol. Digital, purp. recent, xiv. coque ex

Aq. fontan. purae Ifeifs ad Ibi. et cola.

R. Decod. Digital pfs.

Aq. Nuc. Mofchat. 3 ii. M. fiat.- haufl. 2cli*

horis fumend.

The patient took five of thefe draughts, which

made her very fick, and aded very powerfully up-

on the kidneys, for within the firft twenty-four

hours (he made upwards of eight quarts of water.

The fenfe of fulnefs and oppreffion acrofs her fto-

mach was greatly diminiftied, her breath was eafed f

her pulfe became more full and more regular, and

the fwellings of her legs fubfided.

26th. Our patient being thus fnatched from im-

pending deftru&ion, Dr. Darwin propofed to give

iier a decoclion of pareira brava and guiacum (hav-

ings,
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ings, with pills of myrrh and white vitriol ; and,

if coftive, a pill with calomel and aloes. To thefe

propofitions I gave a ready aflent.

30th. This day Dr. Darwin faw her, and di-

rected a continuation of the medicines laft pre-

scribed.

& lft. I found the patient perfectly free

from every appearance of dropfy, her breath quite

eafy, her appetite much improved, but (till very
weak. Haviner fome fufpicion of a difeafed liver,

foap, rhubarb, tartar of vitriol,I

b

draugh

9th. We <

peated the dra

and re-

with the addition of tin#ure of bark, and alfo order-

ed pills of aloes, guiacum, and fal martis

ken if coll '*

September 10th. From this time the management
the cafe fell entirely under my direction, and
rceiving fymptoms of effufion going forwards, I

fired that a folution of mere. fubl. corr. might be

/en twice a day.

19th. The increafe of the dropfical fympton
now made it neceffary to repeat the Digitalis. TI
dried leaves were ufed in infufion, and the wat<

was prefentlv evacuated, as before.

It
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It is now almoft nine years fince the Digitalis was

firft prefcribed for this lady, and notwithfianding I

have tried every preventive method I could devife,

the dropfy ftill continues to recur at times ; but is

never allowed to increafe fo as to caufe much dif-

trefe, for (he occafionally takes the infuiion and re-

lieves herfelf whenever fhe choofes. Since the firft

exhibition of that medicine, very fmall dofes have

been always found fufficient to promote the flow of

urine.

I have been more particular in the narrative of

this cafe, partly becaufe Dr. Darwin has related it ra-

ther imperfectly in the notes to his fon's pofthumous

publication, trufting, I imagine, to memory, and

partly becaufe it was a cafe which gave rife to a ve-

ry general ufe of the medicine in that part of Shrop-

iliire.

CASE V.

December loth. Mr. L , Mt. 35. Afcite?

and anafarca, the confequence of very intemperate

living. After trying fquill and other medicines to

no purpofe, I dire<fled a decoction of the Fol. Digi-

tal. recent, fix drams to a pint; an eighth part to

be taken every fourth hour. This made him fick,

and produced a copious flow of urine, but not enough

to remove all the dropfical fymptoms. After a fort-

night a ftronger decoftion was ordered, and, upon

a third trial, as the winter advanced, it became

neceifary to ufe four ounces to the pint decoftion;

and thus he got free from all his complaint 5.

In
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In Oflobcr 1777, *n coafequence of having pur-

fued his intemperate mode of living, his dropfy re-

turned, accompanied by evident marks of difeafed

vifcera. A decodion of two drams of Fol. Digital,

ficcat. to a pint, once more removed the dropfy. He
took a wine glafs full thrice a day.

In January 1778, I was defired to vifit him again.

I found he had gone on in his ufual intemperate life,

his countenance jaundiced, and the dropfy coming

on apace. After giving fome deobftruent medi-

cines, I again diredled the Digitalis, which again

emptied the water; but

weeks.

i 777

CASE Vl.
* *

February — . Mrs. M , JEt. 45. Afcites

and anafarca, but not much otherwife difeafed, and
well enough to walk about the houfe, and fee after

her family affairs. I thought this a fair cafe for a

trial of the Digitalis, and therefore diredled a de-

codion of the frelli leases, the flock of dried ones

being exhaufled. About a week afterwards, calling

to fee my patient, I was informed that fhe was dead

;

that the third day after my firft vifit me fuddenly

fell down, and expired. Upon enquiry I found

{he had not taken any of the medicine; for the

fnow had lain fo deep upon the ground, that the

apothecary had not been able to procure it. Had
B the
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vourabl

dicine been given in a cafe feemingly fo i

patient died und
life, is it not probable that the death would
been attributed

CASE VIL
*

February nth. Mr. E
, fW , M. 61.

Hydrothorax, afcites and anafarca, confequences of

hard drinking. He had been attended for fome

time by a phyfician in his neighbourhood, who had

treated his cafe with the ufual remedies, but with-

affording him any relief; nor could I

talis.

better by any

be had; and

the green ones at this feafon being very uncertain i

their ftrength, I ordered four ounces of the roots

in a pint decodlion, and dire&ed three fpoonfuls to

be given every fourth hour, until it either excited

naufea, or a free difcharge of urine; both thefe

effects took place nearly at the fame time : he made
a large quantity of water, the fwellings fubfided

day

confiderably, and his breath became eafy. E
afterwards he began fcpon a courfe of bitters

deobftruents. The dropfical fymptoms foo:

afed again, but he had fuffprpH f^ ™„rh from

again

ty of the ficknefs before, that he was
rig to take, nor I to give the fame med

Perhaps this patient might have been faved, if 1

ad been well acquainted with the management and

real
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real dofes of the medicine, which was certainly in

this inftance made very much too ftrong; and not-

withftandingthe caution to fiopthe further exhibition

when certain effects fhould take place, it feems the

quantity previoully fwallowed was furlicienttodiftrefs

him exceedingly.

CAS E VII r.

March nth. Mrs. H , JEt. qa. A
days after a tedious labour, had her legs and thighs

fwelled to a very great degree ; pale and femi-tranf-

parent,* with pain in both groins. After a purge of

calomel and rhubarb, ung. mere, was ordered to be

rubbed upon the groins, and the following decoction

was directed

:

R. Fol. Digital, purp. recent. |ii.

Aq. purae. tbi. coque ad feifs et colatur. adde.

Aq. cinn. fp. Ihr. M. capiat, cyath. vinos,

parv. bis quotidie.—

The decoction prefently increafed the fecretion.

of urine, and abated the diftenfion of the legs: in

a fortnight the fwellinf was gone; but fome days

after leaving her bed, her legs fwelled again about

the ancles, which was removed by another bottle

of the decoction on the 2 lft of April.

* This difcafc has lately been well defcribed by Mr. White,

of Manchefter.

Bs CASE
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CASE IX.

March 29th. ' Mr. G , JEt. 47. Verv

much deformed; afthma of feveral years continu-

ance, but now dropfical to a great degree- Took

feveral medicines without relief, and then tried the

Digitalis, but with no better fuccefs."

CASE X.

April 10th. G— G
, JEt. 70. Afthma and

anafarca. Took a decoftion of the frelh leaves of

the Digitalis, which produced violent ficknefs, but

no immediate evacuation of water. After the fick-

nefs had ceafed altogether, the urine bes;an to flov*~^~., wwv. «****.- ~.

copioufly, and he was cured.

CASE XL

July 10th. Mr. M of T
,
JEt. 54- A

very hard drinker; had been affected fince JSfovtmvtr

lall with afcites and anafarca, for which he had

taken feveral medicines without benefit. A &
co&ion of the recent leaves of the Digitalis was then

directed, an ounce and half to a pint, one eight

of which I ordered to be given every fourth hour.

A few dofes brought on great naufea, indiftinft vt

fion, and a great flow of urine, fo as prefently t°

empty him of all the dropiical water. Indeed tl

evacuation was fo rapid and fo complete, that it be-

came neceffary to apply a bandage round the belty*

fupport him with cordials

In
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In fomething more than a year and a half, his

dropfy returned, but the Digitalis did not then

fucceed to our wifhes. In Augujt, I779, lie was

tapped, and lived afterwards only about five weeks.

For more particulars, fee the extracl of a letter

from Mr. Lyon.

A

CASE XII.

September 1 2th. Mifs C of T , JEt

For three months in the beginning of this year fhe

had been under the care of Dr. Darwin, who at

different times had given her blue vitriol, elateriura,

and calomel; decodion of pareira brava, and guia-
cum wood, with tin&ure of cantharides ; oxymel of
fquills, deco&ion of parfley roots, Sec. Finding no

fh

the urgency of her fymptoms induced her to aflc

my advice about the end of Augu/l. She was great-
d

I Merc, fublim mrr jn
folution, with deco&ion of burdock roots, and blif-

ters to the thighs. No advantage attending the
ufe of this plan, I direded a decodion of Fol.
Digit, a dram and half to a pint; one ounce to be
taken twice a day. It prefently reduced the anafar-

but made
abdome

B 3 CASE



.

22 CASES. 1778.
•

CASE XIII.

OSiober gth. Mrs. B , JEt. 40. An ova-

rium dropfy. Took a deco&ion of Digitalis without

effe6L Her life was preferved for fome years by

repeated tapping.

1 77

CASE XIV.

February 8th. Mr. R of K Had

formerly fuffered much from gout, and lived very

intemperately. Jaundiced countenance ; afcites

;

legs and thighs greatly fwollen ; appetite none ; ex-

tremely weak ; confined to his bed. Had taken

many medicines from his apothecary without advan-

tage. I ordered him decoction of Digitalis, and a

cordial ; but he furvived only a few days.

CASE XV.

March 1 3th. Mr. M , Mt. 54. A thorax

greatly deformed ; aflhma through the winter, fuc*

ceeded by dropfy in belly and legs. Pulfe very

fmall; face leaden coloured ; cough almoft continual.

Decoction of feneka was directed, and fmall dofes

of Dover's powder at night.

17th. Gum-ammoniac and fquill, with elixir

paregor. at night.—26th, Squill and deco&ion of

feneka.—30th, His complaints {till increafing, de-

coclion
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co6lion of Digitalis was then directed, which relieved

him in a lew days ; but his complaints returned

3gain, and he died in the month ofJune.

CASE XVI.

Augujl 18th. Mr* B , JEt. 33. Pulmonary

confumption and dropfy. The Digitalis, and that

failing, other diuretics were ufed, in hopes of gain-

ing fome relief from the diftrefs occafioned by the

dropfical fymptoms; but none of them were efferflu- •

al. He was then attended by another phyfician, 4

and died in about two months.

1CASE XVII.

September 21ft. Mrs. M W G ,

JE,t. 50. An ovarium dropfy. She took half a pint

of Infuf. Digitalis, which made her fick, but did not

increafe the quantity of urine/ She was afterwards

relieved by tapping. ™.

CASE XVIII

October 28th. R W , ^Et. 33. Afcites

and univerfal anafarca; countenance quite pale

and bloated ; appetite none, and the little food he
forces down is generally rejeded.

R. Fol. Digit, purp. ficcat. siii.

Aq. bull. Ifei. digere per horas duas, et colat.

adde aq. junip. comp. 3 Hi.

H e
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He was directed to take one ounce of this infufion

every two hours until it ftiouid make him fick.

Tins was on Wednefday. The fifth dofe made
him vomit On Thurfday afternoon he vomited
again very freely, without having taken any more
of tne medicine. On Friday and Saturday he made
more water than he had done for a week before,

and the fwellings of his face and body were con-

fiderably abated. He was direded to omit all medi-

cine fo long as the urine continued to flow freely,

in twenty-four hours.

of the quantity he made

Thefe were his reports

OHober 31ft. Saturday, 5 half pints.

November ill. Sunday, 6

2d. Monday, 8

3d. Tuefday, 8

4th. Wednefday, 7
5th. Thurfday, 8

4.

On Wednefday he began to purge, and the

purging ftiil continues, but his appetite is better

than he has known it for a Jong time. No fwelling
remains but about his ancles, extending at night
half way up his legs.

' '

Omit all medicines at prefent.

7th. Saturday,
y
± half pints.

8th. Sunday, 8

Qth. Monday, 6|
loth. Tuefday, 6£

11th. Wednefday, 6

12th. Thurfday, 6

Oi\
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On Tuefday the 1 7th, fome fwelling ftill remain-

ed about his ancles, but he was in every other re-

fped perfectly well.

He took a few more dofes of the infufion, and no

other medicine.

CASE XIX.

December 8th. W B , /Et. 60. A hard

drinker. Difeafed vifcera; afcites and anafarca.

An infufion of Digitalis wras dire&ed, but it had no

other effeft than to make him fick.

x 779- •'

In the beginning of this year we had many drop-

fies in children, who had fuffered from the Scarlatina

Anginofa ; they all yielded very readily to the Digi-

talis, but in fome the medicine purged, and then

it did not prove diuretic, nor did it remove the

dropfy until opium was joined with it, fo as to pre-

vent it purging. 1 did not keep notes of thefe

cafes, but I do not recoiled a fingle inftance in

which the Digitalis failed to effedl a cure.

CASE XX.

January ift. Mr. H . Hydrops Pe<5loris

;

legs and thighs prodigioufly anafarcous ; a very dif-

treffing fenfe of fulnefs and tightnefs acrofs his fto-

mach ; urine in fmall quantity ; pulfe intermitting

;

breath very fliort.

He

t
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He had taken various medicines, and been blif-

tered, but without relief. His complaints continu-

ing to increafe, I directed an infufion of Digitalis,

which made him very lick; acled powerfully as a

diuretic, and removed all his fymptoms.

About three months afterwards he was out upon

a journey, and, after taking cold, was fuddenly

feized with difficulty of breathing, and violent pal-

pitation of his heart : he fent for me, and I ordered

the infufion as before, which very fooii removed
his complaints. He is now adive and well : but,

he takes cold, finds feme return of difficult

breathing

of the inf

by

CASE XXI.

j- ti JEl 6g. Hydrotho-
rax, (called afthma) afcites and anafarca. I di-

rected an infufion of Fol. Digital, ficcat. three drams
to a pint ; a fmall wine glafs to be taken every third

or fourth hour. It made her violently lick, acled

powerfully as a diuretic, fet her breath perfectly at

liberty, and carried off the fwelling of her legs;

when fhe was nearly emptied, me became fo lan-
guid, that I thought it neceflary to order cordials,

and a large blifter to her back. Mr. Ward, who
attended as her apothecary, tells me {he had fome

afthma in June and Oct* r

each time removed by the fame medicine.

CASE
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CASE XXII.

January nth. Mr. H , /Et. 59. Afcites

and general anafarca. A large corpulent man, and
a hard drinker : he had repeatedly fuffered under

complaints of this kind, but had been always re-

lieved by the judicious affiftance of Dr. Afh. In

the prefent inftance, however, not finding relief as

ufual from the prefcriptions of my worthy friend,

he fent forme ; after examining into his fituation, and
informing myfelf what had been done to relieve him,

I was fatisfied that the Digitalis was the only medi-

cine from which I had any thing to hope. It was

therefore directed; but another patient requiring

my affiftance at a diflance from town, I defired he
would not begin the medicine before I returned,

which would be early on the third day; for I was

well aware of the difficulties before me, and that

he would inevitably fink under too rapid an evacu-

ation of the water. On my return I was informed,

that the preceding evening, as he fat on his chair,

his head funk upon his breaft, and he died.

This cafe, as well as cafe VI. is mentioned with

a view to demonftrate to younger praclitioners, how
fudden and unexpected the deaths of dropfical pati-

ents fometimes happen, and how cautious we fhould

be in affigning caufes for effedls.

CASE XXIII.

Augujl$ift. Mr. C , Mt. 57. Difeafed

vifcera, jaundice, afcites and anafarca. After try-

ing
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ing calomel, faline draughts, jallap purges, chryftals

of tartar, pills of gum ammoniac, fquills, and
foap, fal fuccini, eleteriurn, &c. infufion of Digi-

talis was directed, which removed all his urgent

fymptoms, and he recovered a pretty good ftate of

health.

CASE XXIV.

September nth. I was defired to vifit Mr. L-
/Et. 63; a middle fized man; rather thin; nc

bitually intemperate ; found him in bed, whe
had been for three days. He was in a ftate of

fon for ten days b

had been gradually lofing h

r 1

firft week : his apothecary had given him ten grains

of emetic tartar, a dram of ipecacoanha, and an
ounce of tin&ure of jallap, in the fpace of a few
hours, which fcarcely made him fick, and only oc-

cafioned a ftool or two; upon enquiring into the
ufual ftate of his health, I was told that he had been
troubled with fome difficulty of breathing for thirty

years paft, but for the nine laft years this complaint

bl

part of CI

y
the fenfe of fuffocation was fo great, when he lay
down, that he often fat up for a week together. His
rather died of an afthma before he was fifty. A few
years ago, at an eledion, where he drank more
than ufual, his head was affected as now, but in a
flighter degree, and his afthmatic fymptoms vanish-
ed; and now, notwithftanding he has been feveral

days
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days in bed, he feels not the leaft difficulty in

breathing.

Ap ty mi
to the fame caufe which had heretofore occafioned

the afthma, and that this caufe was water; I ordered

a deco&ion of the Fol. ficcat Digital, three drams to

takei

medi
was then (topped ; the ficknefs continued at inter-

vals, more or lefs, for four days, during which time

he made a great quantity of water, and gradually

became more rational. On the fifth day his appe-

tite began to return, and the ficknefs ceafed, but

the flow of urine flill continued.

A week afterwards I faw him again, and examined
him particularly ; his head was then perfectly ra-

tional, apetite very good, breath quite eafy, per-

mitting him to lie down in bed without inconveni-

ence, makes plenty of water, coughs a little, and

expectorates freely. He took no other medicine,

except a little rhubarb when coftive.

CASE XXV.

September i 5th. Mr. J, R ; JEt. 50. Subjed

to an afthmatical complaint for more than twenty

years, but was this year much worfe than ufual,

and fymptoms of dropfy appeared. In July he
took G. ammon. fquill and feneka, with infuf.

amarum and folfil alkaly- In Augujl, infufum amar.-

with
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with vin. chalyb. and at bed-time pil. ftyr. and

fquill. His complaints increafing, the fquill was

pufhed as far as could be borne, but without any

good effe#. September 15th, an infufion of Digitalis

was directed, but he died the next morning.

1

CASE XXVI.

September 18th. Mrs. R , JEt. 30. After a

fevere child-bearing, found both her legs and thighs

fwelled to the utmoft ftretch of the flcin. They
looked pale, and almcft tranfparent. The cafe be-

fimilar to that related at No. VIII. I determined
n a fimilar method of treatment ; but as this pa-

t had an inflammatory fore throat alfo, I wilhed

et that removed firft, and in three or four days

I then directed an infufion of Digi-

-V

d

talis, which foon increafed the urinary

and reduced the fwellings, without any
of her ftomach.

A few days after quitting her bed and coming
down Hairs, fome degree of fwelling in her legs re-

turned, which was removed by calomel, an opening
electuary, and the application of rollers.

CASE XXVII.

October 7th. Mr. F , a little man, with a

fpine and thorax greatly deformed ; for more than

a year pad had complained of difficult refpiration,

and a fenfe of fulnefs about his ftomach ; thefe com-
plaints increafing, hi* abdomen gradually enlarged,

and
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and a fluctuation in it became perceptible. He had

no anafarca, no appearance of difeafed vifcera, and

no great paucity of urine. Purges and diuretics of

different kinds affording him no relief, my afllftance

was defired. After trying fquill medicines without

effect he was ordered to take Pulv. fol. Digital, in

fmall dofes. Thefe producing no fenfible effed,

the dofes were gradually increafed until naufea was

excited; but there was no alteration in the quantity

of urine, and consequently no relief to his com-
plaints. I then advifed tapping, but he would not

hear of it ; however, the diftrefs occafioned by the

increafing fulnefs of his belly at length compelled

him to fubmit to the operation on the 2oth of JVfc-

vcmbcr. It was neceflary to draw off the Grater again

upon the following days

:

December the 8th.

— 27th.

i 780. February the 4th.

23d.

March the 9th.

During the intervals, no method I could think of

was omitted to prevent the return of the difeafe,

but nothing feemed to avail. In the operation of

February 23d, his ftrength was fo much reduced,
that the water was not entirely removed; and on
the oth of March, before his belly was half empti-
ed, notwithstanding the mod judicious application

of bandage, his debility was fo great, that it was
judged prudent to ftop. After being placed in bed,
the faintnefs and ficknefs continued ; fevere rigors

enfued

,
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enfued, and violent vomiting; ; thefe vomitines con-

tinued through the night, and in the intervals he

lay in a ftate nearly approaching to fyncope. The

next day I found him with nearly the fame fymp-

toms, but remarked that the quantity of fluid he

had thrown up was very much more than what he

had taken, and that his abdomen was confiderably

fallen ; in the courfe of two or three days more, he

difcharged the whole of the effufed fluid; hisftrength

and appetite gradually returned, and he was in ali

. refpe6ls much better than he had been before the

lafl operation.

Some time afterwards, his belly began to fill

again, and he again applied to me ; upon an accu-

rate examination, I judged the quantity of fluid

might then be about four or five quarts. Nature

had pointed out the true method of cure in this

cafe ; I therefore ordered him to bed, and directed

ipecacoanha vomits to be given night and morning

:

in two or three days the whole of the water was

removed by vomiting, for he never purged, not*

was the quantity of his urine increafed ; his appe-

tite and ftrength gradually returned; he never had

any further relapfe, and is now an a&ive healthy

man. I muft leave the reader to make his own re-

flexions on this fingular cafe.

CASE
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I 780.

CASE XXVII r.

January nth. Captain V , iEt. 42. Had
fuffercd much from refiding in hot climates, and
drinking very freely, particularly rum in large quan-
tity. He had tried many phyficians before I faw

him, but nothing relieved him. I found him
greatly emaciated, his countenance of a brownifli

yellow; no appetite, extremely low, diftreffing

fulnefs acrofs his ftomach; legs and thighs greatly

fwollen; pulfe quick, and very feeble; urine in

fmail quantity. As he had evidently only a few

days to live, I qrdered him nothing but a folution

of fal diureticus in cinnamon water, (lightly acidu-

lated with fyrup of lemons. This medicine effect-

ing no change, and his fymptoms becoming daily

more diftreffing, I directed an infufion of Dieitalis.

V few dofes cccaPoned a copious flow of urine,

thout The me
ed ; and the next day

be fecreted very plentifully, he loll

diftreffi lg complaints, was in great fpirits,

and ate a pretty good dinner. In the evening, as

he was converfing chearfully with fome friends, he

ftooped forwards, fell from his chair, and died in-

ftantly. Had he been in bed, I think there is rea-

fon to believe this fatal fvneone. if fuch it was.

happened
>

C .CASE
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CASE XXIX.

February 6th- Mr, H , JEt. 63. A corpu-

lent man ; had fuffeffed much from gout, which for

the laft year or two had formed very imperfe#r

He had now fymptoms of water in his cheft, his

belly and his legs. An infufion of Digitalis removed

thefe complaints, and after being confined for the

greater part of the winter, he was well enough to

get abroad again. In the courfe of a month the

dropficai fymptoms returned, and were again re-

moved by the fame medicine. Bitters and tonics

were now occafionally prefcribed, but his debility

gradually increafed, and he died fome time after-

wards; but the dropfv never returned.

CASE XXX.

February 17th. Mr. D , /Et, 50. Afcites

and anaiarca, with fymptoms-of phthifis. He hzd

been a very hard drinker. The infufuni Digitalis

removed his dropficai fymptoms, and lie was fuffi-

ciently recovered to take a journey ; but as the

fpring advanced, the consumptive fymptoms in-

1, and he died foon afterwards, perfectly ema-

< a

CASE XXXL
March 5th. I was defied to vifit Mrs. H

a very delicate woman, who after a ievere Iymg-in»

f

gree
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gree ; pale and femi-tranfparent. I found her ex-

tremely faint, her pulfe very fmall and flow; vomit-

ing violently, and frequently purging. She was at-

tended by a gentleman who had feen me give the

Digitalis in a fimilar cafe of fwelled legs after a lying-

in (fee Cafe XXVI.) about fix months before. He
had not confidered that this patient was delicate,

the other robuft ; nor had he attended to flop the

exhibition of the medicine when its efie<5h began to

take place. The great diftrefs of her fituation was

evidently owing to the imprudent and unlimited

ufe of the Digitalis. I was very apprehenfive for

her fafety ; ordered her cordials and volatiles; a free

fupply of wine, chamomile tea with brandy for

common drink, and bliflers. The next day the fitu-

ation of things was much the fame, but with all this

difiurbance no increafed fecretion of urine. The fame

methods were continued ; an opiate ordered at night,

and liniment, volatile upon flannel applied to the

groins, as flie now complained of great pain in thofe

arts. The third day the naufea was lefs urgent,

the vomitings lefs frequent, the pulfe not fo flow.

Camphorated fpirit, with cauflic volatile alkaly, was

applied to the ftomach, emulfion given for common
drink, and the fame medicines repeated. From
this time, the intervals became gradually longer be-

tween the fits of vomiting, the flow of urine in-

creafed, the fwellings fubfided, the appetite return-

ed, and ihe recovered perfectly.

C 2 CASE
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CASE XXXII.

March 1 6th. Mr. D , J£t. 70. A paralytic

ftroke had for foine weeks pafl impaired the ufe of

Iris left fide, and he complained much of his breath,

and of a ftraitnefs acrofs his Itomach; at length, an

anafarca and afcites appearing, I had no doubt as to

the canfe of the former fymptoms; but, upon ac-

count of his advanced age, and the paralytic affec-

tion, I hefitated to give the Digitalis, and there-

fore tried the other ufual modes of pradice, until

at length his breath would not permit him to lie

down in bed, and his other fymptoms increafed fo

rapidly as to threaten a fpeedy diflblution. In this

dilemma I ventured to prefcribe an infufion of the

Fol. ficcat. Digital, which prefently excited a copious

flow of urine, and made him very fick ; a ftrong

infufion of chamomile flowers, with brandy, relieved

the ficknefs, but the diuretic effecls of the Digitaliso
continuing, his dropfy was removed, and his breath-

ing became eafy. The palfy remained nearly in

the fame ftate. He lived until Augujl 1782, and

without any return of the dropfy.

CASE XXXIII.

March 18th. MifsS , JEt. 5. Hydrocepha-
lus interims. As the cafe did not yield to calomel,

when matters were nearly advanced to extremities,

it occurred to me to try the Infufum Digitalis;' a

few dofes of which were given, but had no fenfible

effect.

CASE
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CASE XXXIV.

. March 19th. A young lady, foon after the birth

of an illegitimate child, became infane. After be-

ing near a month under my care, fwellings of her

legs, which at firft had been attributed to weaknefs,

extended to her thighs and belly; her urine became

foul, and fmall in quantity, and the infanity re-

mained nearly the fame. As it had been very dif-

ficult to procure evacuations by any means, I or-

dered half an ounce of Fol. Digital, ficcat. in a

pint infufion, and directed two fpoonfuls to be giv-

en every two hours: this had the defired efiedl;

the dropfy and the infanity difappeared together,

and fhe had afterwards no other medicine but fome

aperient pills to take occafionally*

case xxxv.

April 12th. Mr. R , JEt. 32. For the lad

three or four years had had more or lefs of what

was confidered as afthma;—it appeared to me Hy-

drothorax. I directed an infufion of Digitalis,

which prefently removed his complaints. In June

following he had a relapfe, and took two grains of

the Pulv. fol. Digit, three times a day, which cured

him after taking forty grains, and he has never had

a return.

C 3
CASE
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CASE XXXVL
May 15th. Mrs. H , JEt. 40. A fpafmo-

dic afthma, attended with fymptoms of effufion.

An infufion of D.gitahs relieved her very confider-

ably, and {he lived four years afterwards without

any relapfe.

CASE XXXVII.

May 26th. R B , JEt. 12. Scrophu-
lous, confumptive, and at length anafarcous. Took
Infuf. Digital, without advantage. Died the July
following.

CASE XXXVIII.

June 4th. Mrs. S , ofW , JEt 40-

Afcites and anafarca. Had taken many medicines;

firft from her apothecary, afterwards by the direc-

tion of a very judicious and very celebrated phyfi-

cian, but nothing retarded the increafe of the

dropfy. I firft faw her along with the phyfician

mentioned above, on the 14th of May; we direct-

ed an ele&uary of chryftals of tartar, and Seltzer

water for common drink ; this plan failing, as others

had done before, we ordered the Infuf. Digital, which
in a few days nearly removed the dropfy. I then
left her to the care of her phyfician ; but her con-
stitution was too much impaired to admit of reftor-

alion to health, and I underftand {he died a few
weeks afterward^

CASE
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CASE XXXIX. i

June 13th. Mr. P , Mi. 35. A veiv

hard drinker, was attacked with a fevere Haemoptoe,

which was followed by afcites and anafarca. He
had every appearance of difeafed vifcera, and bis

urine Was fmall in quantity. The powder and the

infufion of Digitalis were given at different times,

but without the defired effed. Other medicine

were tried, but in vain. Tapping prolonged his

exiftencc a few weeks, and he died early in the

following autumn.

CASE XL.

June 2-jth. Mr. W , JEt. 37. An appa-

rently afthmatic affection, gradually increafing for

three cr four years, which not yielding to the ufual

remedies, he took the infufion cf Digitalis. Two
or three dofes made him very fick ; but he thought

his breathing; relieved. After one week he took it

much better as to want no oth

dicine

In the courfe of the following winter he became

he&ic, and died confumptive about a year after-

w?*3 rds.

CASE XLL

July 6th. Mr. E -, Mt. 57. Hydrothorax

and anafarca ; bis breath lo ihort that he could not

lie
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lie down. After a trial of fquill, fixed aikaly, and «

dulcified (pint of nitre, I direfted Pulv. Digital

gr. 2, thrice a day. In four days he was able to

come down ftairs ; in three days more no appearance

of difeafe remained ; and under the ufe of aromatics

and fmall doles of opium, he foon recovered his

ftrength.

CASE XLIL

July yth. Mifs H of T , Kx. 39. la

the laft ftage of a phthifis pulmonalis became dropfi-

caL She took the Digitalis without beins; relieved.

CASE XLIII.

July gth. Mrs. F , /Et. 70. A chear-

ful, ftrong, healthy woman ; but for a few years

back had experienced a degree of difficult breathing

when in exercife. In the courfe of the iafl year her

legs fwelied, and ihe felt great fulnefs about her

ftomach. Thefe fymptoms continued increafing

very faft, notwithftanding feveral attempts made by

a very judicious apothecary to relieve her. The

more .regular pradlitioner failing, fhe had recourfe

to a quack, who I believe plied her very powerfully

with Daphne laureola, or fome draftic purge of that

kind. I found her greatly reduced in ftrength, her

belly and lower extremities fwollen to an amazing

fize, her urine fmall in quantity, and her appetite

greatly impaired. For the forft fortnight of my at-

tendance blifters were applied, folution of fixed

alkaly, decodion of feneka with vitriolic aether,

chrvftals
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medicines
fucceffively exhibited, but with no advantage. I

then directed Pulv. Fol. Digital, two grains every
four hours. After taking eighteen grains, the urine

began to increafe. The medicine was then flopped.

Th
five

and

paffed oft", without any difturbance to the ftomach

or bowels. As the diftenfion of the belly had been
v fwathe was applied

ally tighter as th As no pains

were fpared to prevent the return of the dropfy

and as the beft means I could devife proved unequal
to my willies, both in this and in fome other cafes,

I mall take the liberty to point out the methods
I tried at differe ii manner

affift

may

1780.

July 1 8th. Infufum amarum, fteel, Seltzer water.

September 2 2d. Neutral faline draughts, with tinct.

canthar.

26th. Pills of foap, garlic and millepedes.

30th. The fame pills, with infufum amarum.
OBober 1 ith. Pills of aloes, affafetida, and fal mar-

tis, in the day-time, and mercury rubbed down,
at night.

December 2 1 ft. The accumulation of water now re-

quired a repetition of the Digitalis. It was di-

rected in infufion, a dram and half to eight ounces,

and an ounce and half given every fourth hour,

until
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until its effeds began to appear. The water was

foon carried off.

30th. Sal diuretic, twice a day. To eat preferved

garlic frequently.

1781.

February ift # Pills of calomel, fquill and gum am-

moniac.

3d. Infufion of Digitalis repeated, and after the

water was earned off, Dover's powder was tried

as a fudorihe.

March 1 8th. Infuf Digital, repeated.

26th. Pills offal martis and aromatic fpecies, with

infufum amarum.

May 5th. Being feverifh; James's powder and

fajine draughts.

loth. Laudanum every night, and an opening

tincture to obviate coftivenefs.

24th. Infuf. Digitalis, one ounce only every fourth

hour, which foon procured a perfect evacuation

of the water. .

Augxiji nth. Infuf. Digitalis.

October lgth. An emetic, and fol. Cicttt. pulv-

ten grains every fix hours.

November 8th. A mercurial bolus at bed-time.

16th. Infuf. Digitalis.

December 23d. An emetic—Pills of feneka and gum
ammoniac—Vitriolic acid in every thing &e

"

drinks.

25th. Squill united to fmall dofes of opium.

1782.

January 2d. A troublefome cough—Syrup of gar-

fquills. A bl

4th. Tincture
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41I1. Tin«5lure of cantharides and paregoric elixir.

28th. Infuf. Digitalis, half an ounce every morn-

d fuffi

March 26th.

pty

Pt

vitriol of copper twice a day.

April lft. A cordial mixture for occafional ufe.

Two months afterwards a purging came on, which

every now and then returned, inducing great

weaknefs—her appetite failed, and ihe died in

Jub

INTERVALS
Fxom July 9th, 1780, to December 2lft, 1 7 I days

From December 2 lft to February 3d, I 781, 34 day

From February 3d to March 18th, 44 days.

From March 18th to May 24th, 66 days.

From May 24th to Aiigu/t 1 ith, 79 day

From Augujl 1 ith to November 16th, 98 days.

From November 16th to January 28th, 1782, 74

days

.

Tiom January 28th to March 26th, 57 days.

None of the accumulations of water were at all

equal to that which exifted when I firM faw her, for

finding fo eafy a mode of relief, {lie became impa-

tient under a fmall degree of preffure, and often

infifted upon taking her medicine fooner than I

thought it neceflary. After the 26th of March the

degree of effufion was inconfiderable, and at the

time of her death very trifling, being probably car-

ried off by the diarrhoea.

CASE
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CASE XLIV.

July 12th. Mr. H , of A , JEt. 60. In

the laft ftage of a life hurried to a termination by

free living, dropiical fymptoms became the moll

diftreffing. He wiflied to take the Digitalis. It

was given, but afforded no relief.

CASE XLV.

July 13th. Mr. S , JEt. 49. Afthma, or

rather hydrothorax, anafarca, and fymptoms of a

difeafed liver. He was directed to take two grains

of Pulv. fol. Digital, every two hours, until it pro-

duced fome effe#. It foon removed the dropfical

and aithmatic affections, and fteel, with Seltzer wa-

ter, rellored him to health.

CASE XLVL
.1

Augujl 6th. Mr. L , ^Et. 35. Afcites and

anafarca. Pulv. Digital, grains three, repeated every

fourth hour, until he had taken two fcruples, remov-

ed every appearance of dropfy in a few days. He
was then dire&ed to take folution of mere, fublimat.

and foon recovered his health and ftrength.

CASE XLVIL

Augujl 16th. Mr. G ; of W
, Mt. S6.

Afthma of many years duration, and lately an in-

cipient anafarca, with a paucity of urine. He had

never lived intemperately, was of a chearful difpo-

fition, and very fenfible : for fome vears back had

loft
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loft all relifh for animal food, and his only fupport

had been'an ounce or two of bread and cheefe, or

a fmall flice of feed-cake, with three or four pints

mi Aft r try-

ing chryflals of tartar, fixed alkaly, fquills, &c. I

directed three grains of Pulv. fol. Digital, made
G ammoniac, to be given every fix

hours ; this prefently occafioned copious difcharges

of urine, removed his fwellings, and reftored him
to his ufual ftandard of health.

CASE XLVIII.

Augufi 17th. T B , Efq. ofK
JEt. 46. Jaundice, dropfy, and great hardnefs in

the region of the liver. Infufion of Digitalis carri-

ed off all the effufion, and afterwards a courfe of

deobftruent and tonic medicines removed his other

complaints.

CASE XLIX.

<fi 23d. Mr. C , JEt. 5 8. (The pei

ned at Cafe XXIII.) He had continued J

ropfy until within the laft fix weeks; his \.ip-

petite was now totally gone, his ftrength extremely
reduced, and the yellow ofhis jaundice changed to 2

blackiih hue. The Digitalis was now tried in vain,

and he died fhortly afterwards.

CASE L.

Augufi 24th. Mrs. W , JEt. 39. Anafar-

cous legs and fymptoms of hydrothorax, confequent

to
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to a tertian ague. Three grains of Pulv. Digitalis,

given every fourth hour, occasioned a very copiaup

flow of urine, and ilie got well without any other

medicine.

CASE LI.
*.

Augujl 28th. Mr. J H ; JEt. <2j. In

confequence of very free living, had an afcites and

fwelled legs. I ordered him to take two grains of

Fol. Digital, pulv. every two hours, until it pro-

duced fome etfed; a few dofes caufed a plentiful

fecretion of urine, but no ficknefs, or purging : in

fix days the fweilings disappeared, and he has fince

remained in good health.

CASE LII.

September 27th. Mr. S , JEt. 45. Had been

long in an ill {late of health, from what had been

fuppofed an irregular gout, was greatly emaciated,

had a fallow complexion, no appetite, coflive bow-

els, quick and feeble pulfe. The caufe of his com-

plaints was involved in cbfcurity; but I fufpedied

the poifcn of lead, and was ftrengthened in this

fufpicion, upon finding his wife had likewife ill

health, and, at times, fevere attacks of colic; but

the anfwers to my enquiries feemed to prove my
fufpicions fruitlefs, and, amongft other things, I

was told the pump was of wood. He had lately fuf-

fered extremely from difficult breathing, which I

thought owing to anafarcous lungs ; there was alfa

a flight degree of pale fwelling in his legs. Pulv.

fol.
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lol. Digital, made into pills, with gum ammoniac
and aromatic fnecies, foon relieved his breathing:.

Attempts were then made to affift him in other re-

fpects, but with little good effect, and fome months

afterwards he died, with every appearance of a

worn out confutation.

About two years after this gentleman's death, I was

talking to a pump-maker, who, in the courfe of con-

vention, mentioned the corrofion of leaden pumps,

by fome of the water in this town, and in(lanced

that at the houfe of Mr. S——, which he had re-

placed with a wooden one about three years before.

The lead, he faid, was eaten away, fo as to be very

thin in fome places, and full of holes in others ;

—

this accidental information explained the myftery.

The deleterious effects of lead feem to be confj-

derabiy modified by the conftitution of the patient ;

for in fome families only one or two individuals

fhall fuffer from it, whilft the reft receive it with

impunity. In the fpring of the year 1 7 76, I was

defired to vifit Mrs. H , of S Park, who
had repeatedly been attacked with painful colics,

and had fuffered much from infuperabie coftivenefs
j

I fufpeded lead to be the caufe of her complaints,

but was unable to trace by what means it was taken.

She was relieved by the ufual methods; but, a few-

months afterwards, I was defired to fee her r~~ *

her fufferings were the fame as before, and notwith-

ftanding every precaution to guard againft coftive-

uefs
t

fhe was never in perfect health, and feldom

efcaped
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efcaped fevere attacks twice or thrice in a year; flie

had alfo frequent pains in her joints. I could not

find any traces of fimilar complaints either in Mr.

H , the children, or the fervants Mrs. H
was a water drinker, and feldom tailed any fer-

mented liquor. The pump was of wood, as I had

been informed upon my firfl vifit. Her health con-

tinued nearly in the fame ftate for two or three years

more, but fhe always found herfelf better if (he left

her own houfe for any length of time. At length it

occurred to me, that though the pump was a wooden

one, the pifton might work in lead. I therefore

ordered the pump rods to be drawn up, and upon

examination with a magnifying glafs, found the

leather of the pifton covered with an infinite num-

ber of very minute ihining particles of lead. Per-

haps in this inftance the metal was fo minutely

divided by abraflon, as to be mechanically fufpend-

ed in the water. The lady was dire&ed to drink

J he water of a fpring, and never to fwallow that

from the pump. The event confirmed my fufpi-

cions, for ihe gradually recovered a good ftate of

health, loft the obftinate coftivenefs, and has never

to ihia day had any attack of the colic.

CASE LIII.

September 28th. Mrs. J , JEt. 70. Afcites

and very thick anafarcous legs and thighs, total lofs

of ftrength and appetite. Infufion of Digitalis was

iven, but, as had been prognofticated, with no

good effect,

CASE
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CASE LIV.

September 30th. Mr. A , JEt. 57. A ftrong

man ; hydrothorax and fwelled legs ; in other ref-

pects not unhealthful. He was directed to take two

grains of the Pulv, fol. Digit, made into a pill with

gum ammoniac. Forty grains thus taken at intervals,

by

Pf'

CASE LV.

November 2d. Mr. P ofT , JZt. 42. A
very flrong man, drank a great quantity of ftrong

ale, and was much expofed to alterations of heat

and cold. About the end of fummer found himfell

fhort winded, and loft his appetite. The dyfpncea

gradually increafed, he got a moft diftreffing fenfe

of tightnefs acrofs his ftomach, his urine was little,

and high coloured, and his legs began to fwell ; his

pulfe (lender and feeble. From the 2oth of Sep-

tember I frequently faw him, and obferved. a gradual

and regular increafe of all his complaints, notwith-

P
could prefcribe. He took chryftals of tartar, feneka,

gum ammoniac, faline draughts, emetics, tindL of

cantharides, d, fauills

forms, volatile alkaly, calomel, Dover's powder,

Sec. Blifters and draftic purgatives were tried, in-

terpofing fait of fteel and gentian. I had all along

felt a reluctance to prefcribe the Digitalis in thi

cafe, from a perfuafion that it would not fucceed.

D At
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At length I was compelled to it, and direded one

grain to be given every two hours until it ihould

excite naufea. This it did ; but, as I expecled, it

did no more. The reafon of this belief will be

mentioned hereafter.

in

Five days after this lafl trial

hope that his extreme fufferings from the ftate of hi

refpiration, might perhaps arife in part from fpafm

but my hopes were in vain. I now thought of ufim

an infufion of tobacco, and prefcribed the fellow

ing :

R. Fol. Nicotian, incif. sii.

Aq. bull. fcfs.

Sp. Vini redif. |i digere per horam.

I directed a fpoonful of this to be given every two

hours until it mould vomit. This medicine had no

better enecl than the former ones, and he died

fome days afterwards.

CASE LVI.

November 6th. Mr. H , JEt. 47. In the

laft ftage of a phthifis pulmonalis, fuffered much
from dyfpncea, and anafarca. Squill medicines
gave no relief. Digitalis in pill?, with gum armnon.
purged him, but opium being added, that effeel

ceafed, and he continued to be relieved hv them as

long as he lived.

C A S F.
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CASE LVIL

November 16th. Mrs. F , /Et. 53. In

Augujt laft was fuddenly feized with epileptic fits,

which continued to recur at uncertain intervals. Her

belly had long been larger than natural, but without

any perceptible fluctuation. Her legs and thighs

fwelled very confiderably the beginning of this

month, and now there was evidently water in the

abdomen. The medicines hitherto in vain dire&ed

againft the epileptic attacks, were now fufpended,

and two grains of the Pulv. fol. Digital, directed to

be taken every fix hours. The effects were moil

favourable, and the dropfica! fymptoms wrere foon

removed by copious urinary difcharges*

The attacks of epilepfy ceafed foon afterwards.

In February, 1781, there was fome return of the

fwellings, which were foon removed, and fhe now
enjoys very good health. Does not the narrative

of this cafe throw light upon the nature of the epi-

lepfy which fometimes attacks women, foon after

the cefiation of the menftrual flux ?

1781.

CASE LVIII.

January lft. Mrs. G- , of H -, JEx. 62.

Afcites and very large hard legs. After trying va-

rious medicines, under the direction of a very able

phyfician, I ordered her to take one grain of Pulv.

D 2 Digital.
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Digital, every fix hours, but it produced no effe#.

Other Medicines were then -tried to as little por-

pofe. About the end of February^ I dire&ed an

infufion of the FoL Digital, but with no better fuc-

cefs. Other methods were thought of, but none

proved efficacious, and (lie died a few weeks after-

walls.

CASE LIX.

. January 3d. Mrs. B \ JEt. 53.. A (cites,

aiiafarca, and jaundice. After a purge of calomel

and jallap, was ordered the Infufion of Digitalis* it

acted kindly ^s a diuretic, and greatly reduced her

fwellings. Other medicines were then adminilier-

ed, with a view to her other complaints, but to no

purpofe, and {he died about a month afterwards.

CASE LX.

January 14th. Mr. B—— , of D
dice and afcites, the confequences of great intem-

perance. Extremely emaciated ; his tongue and

fauces covered with apthous crufls, and his appetite

gone. He firft took tindture of cantharides with

infufura amarum, then vitriolic falts, and various

other medicines without relief; Infufum Digitalis

wis given afterwards, but was equally unfuccc fill.

&.«**-««

CASE LXI.

February id. I was defired by the kte learned

and ingenious Dr. Groome, to vifit Mils S ,
a
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53

you

probabl

been attempted by Dr. Groome, but to no pur-

pofc; and (he had undergone the operation of the

paraccntcfis repeatedly. The Do&dr knew, he faid,

that I had cured many cafes of dropfy, by the Di-
gitalis, after other more aftial methods had been
attempted without fuccefs, and he wifhed this lady
to try that medicine under my direction ; after exa-

mining the patient, and enquiring into the hiftory

of the difeafe, I was fatisfied that the dropfy was
encyfted, and that no medicine could avail. The
Digitalis, however, was directed, and (he took it,

but without advantage. She had determined not to

be tapped again, and neither perfuafion, nor diftrefs

from the diftenfion, could prevail upon her: I at length

propofeuto make an opening into thefac, hy meaasof
a cauftic, which was done under the judicious ma-
nagement of Mr. Wainwright, furgeon, at Dudley.
The water was evacuated without any accident, and

: patient afterwards let it out herfelf

le as the prefliire of it became troul

flie died at length perfectly exhaufu

un-

Query. Is there not a probability that this me-
thod, aflifled by bandage, might be ufed fo as to

effed a cure, in the earlier ftages of ovarium dropfy

CASE LXII.

Unitary i-jxh. Mrs. O , ofT , JEt. 5-2.

"•vita a conftitution worn out by various complicated

D 3 diforders
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diforders, at length became dropfical. The Digita-

lis was given in fmall dofes, in hopes of temporary

benefit, and it did not fail to fulfil our expectations.

CASE LXIII.

March 16th. Mrs. P , JEi. 47. Great de-

bility, pale countenance, lofs of appetite, legs fwelled,

urine in fmall quantity. A dram of Fol. ficcat. Di-

gital, in a half pint infufion was ordered, and an

ounce of this infufion directed to be taken every

morning. Myrrh and fteel were given at intervals.

Her urine foon increafed, and the fymptoms of

dropfy difappeared.

CASE LXIV.

March 18th. Mr. W , in the laft ftage

of a pulmonary confumption became dropfical. The

Digitalis was given, but without any good effect.

CASE LXV

April 6th. Mr. B , ^Et. 63. For fome

years back had complained of being aflhmatical,

and was not without fufpicion of difeafed vifce-

ra. The laft winter he had been moftly confined

to his houfe ; became dropfical, loft his appetite,

and his fkin and eyes turned yellow. By the ute

of medicines of the deobftraent clafs he became left

difcoloured, and the hardnefs about his ftomac

feemed to yield ; but the afcites and anafarcous

fymptoms increafed fo as to opprefs his breathing

exceed-
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exceedingly. Alkaline falts, and other diuretics

failing of their effects, I ordered him to t ke an infuf.

of Digitalis. It operated fo powerfully that it be-

came neceffary to fupport him with cordials and

blifters, but it freed him from the dropfy, and his

breath became quite eafy. He then took foap, rhu-

barb, tartar of vitriol, and fteel, and gradually at-

tained a 2;ood ftate of health, which he ftiil conti-

nues to enjoy.

CASE LXVL

April 8th. Mr. B , JEt. 60. A corpulent

man, with aftone in his bladder, from which at times

his fufferines are extreme. He had been affe&ed

v afthma

years by fits, but through the laft winter his breath had

been much worfe than ufual; univerfal anafarca

came

was fmall in quantity and much faturated, the dy-

furia was more dreadful than ever; his breath would

not allow him to lie in bed, nor would the dyfuria

permit him to fleep ; in this diftrefsful fituation, after

having ufed other medicines to little purpofe, I di-

rected an infufion of Digitalis to be given. When
the quantity of urine became more plentiful, the

ain from his {lone grew eafier; in a few days the

dropfy and afthma difappeared, and he foon re-

gained his ufual flrength and health. Every year

fince, there has been a tendency to a return of thefe

complaints, but he has recourfe to the infufion, and

remov

CA
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CAS E - LXVIL

April 24th. Mr. M , of C , M. 57.

Afthma, anafarca, jaundice, and great hardnefs and

ftraitnefs acrofs the region of the ftomach. After a

free • exhibition of neutral draughts, alkaline fait,

Sec. the dropfy and difficult breathing remaining the

fame, he took Infufum Digitalis, which removed

thofe complaints. He never loft the hardnefs about

his ftomach, but enjoyed very tolerable health for

three years afterwards, without any return of the

dropfy.

CASE LXVIII.

April 25th, Mrs. J , JEt. 42. Phthifis pul-

monalis and anafarcous legs and thighs. She took

the Infufum Digitalis without effedt Myrrh and

fteel, with fixed alkaly, were then ordered, but to

no purpofe.

CASE LXIX.

May lft. MailerW , of St , JEt. 6.

I found him with every fymptom of hydrocephalus

internus. As it was yet early in the difeafe, in con-

fequence of ideas which will be mentioned hereaf-

ter, I directed fix ounces of blood to be immedi-
ately taken from the arm; the temporal artery to

be opened the fucceeding day ; the head to be iha-

ven, and fix pints of cold water to be poured upon
it every fourth hour, and two fcruples of ftrong mer-

cunial
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curia] t?ry

day. Five days afterwards, finding the febrile fymp-

toms very much abated, and judging the remaining

difcafe to be the effeel of effufion, I diretted a fcru-

ple of FoL Digital, ficcat. to be infufed in three

ounces of water, and a table fpoonful of the infu-

fjon to be given every third or f< :rth hour, until

its a&ion Ihould be fomeway fenfible. Tlie effett

was, an increafed fecretion of urine ; and the pa-

tient foon recovered.

CAS E LXX.

May 3d. Mrs. B , Mt. 59. Afcites and ana-

farca, with ftrong fymptoms of difeafed vifcera. In-

fufum Digitalis was at firft prefcribed, and prefently

removed the dropfy. She was then put upon faiine

draughts and calomel. After foine time fhe became

feverilh: the fever proved intermittent, and was

cured by the bark.

CASE LXXI.

May 3d. Mr. S , JEt. 43. A ftrong man,

who had lived intemperately. For fome timepaft his

breath had been very ihort,his legs fwoilen towards

evening, and his urine fmali in quantity. Eight

ounces of the Infuf. Digitalis caufed a confiderabie

flow of urine; his complaints gradually vanifhed,

and did not return.

CASE
.*
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CAS E LXXII.

May 24th. Jofeph B , JEt. 50. Afcites, ana-

farca, and jaundice, from intemperate living. Info-

fion of Digitalis produced naufea, and lowered the

frrequency of the pulfe ; but had no other fenfible ef-

fects. His diforder continued to increafe, and killed

him about two months afterwards.

CASE LXXIII.

June 29th. Mr. B , JEt. 60. A hard drinker;

afflicted with afthma, jaundice, and dropfy. His

appetite gone ; his water foul and in fmali quantity.

Neutral faiine mixture, chryftals of tartar, vinum
chalybeat. and other medicines had been prefcribed

to little advantage. InfuCon of Fol. Digitalis acled

powerfully as a diuretic, and removed the molt ur-

gent of his complaints, viz. the dropfical and afth-

matical fymptoms. '

The following winter his breathing grew bad again,

his appetite totally failed, and he died, but without

any return of the afcites.

CASE LXXIV.

June 29th. Mr. A , JEt. 58. Kept a public

houfe and drank very hard. He had fymptoms of

difeafed vifcera, jaundice, afcites, and anafarca. Af-

ter taking various deobftruents and diuretics, to no

purpofe, he was ordered the Infufion of Digitalis:

a few
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a few dofes occafioned a plentiful flow of urine, re-

lieved his breath, and reduced his fwellings ; but,

on account of his great weaknefs, it was judged im-

prudent to urge the medicine to the entire evacua-

tion of the water. He was fo much relieved as to

be able to come down flairs and to walk about, but

his want of appetite and jaundice continuing, and

his debility increafing, he died in about two

months.

CASE LXXV.

July 18th. Mrs. B , JEt. 46. A little wo-

man, and very much deformed* Afthmatical for

many years. For feveral months pafl had been worfe

thanufual; appetite totally gone, legs fwollen,

fenfe of great fulnefs about her ftomach, counte-

nance fallen, lips livid, could not lie down.

The ufual modes of practice failing, the Digitalis

was tried, but with no better fuccefs, and in about a

month fhe died : not without fufoicion of her death

pium. Th
days, by

young practitioners to be careful how they venture

upon even fmall dofes of opium in fuch confutati-

ons, however much they may be urged by the pati-

ent to prefcribe fomething that may procure a little

reft and eafe.

CASE
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CAS E LXXVI.

Augufi 12th. Mr. L , JEt. 65, the perfon

whofe Cafe is recorded at No. XXIV, had a re-

turn of his infanity, after near two years perfect

health. Ke was extremely reduced when I faw him,

and the medicine which cured him before was now

adminiftered without effect, for his weaknefs was

fuch that I did not dare to urge it.

CASE LXXVII.

September loth. Mr. V , of S , JEt. 4

A man of ftrong fibre, and the remains of a flor d

complexion. His difeafe an afcites and fwelled legs,

the confequence of a very free courfe of life; he

had been once tapped, and taken much medicine

before I faw him. The Digitalis was now directed:

it lowered his pulfe, but did not prove diuretic. He
returned home, and foon after was tapped again, but

furvived the operation only a few hours.

CASE LXXVIII.

September 25th. Mr. O , of M , JEt. 63.

Very painful and general fwellings in ali his limbs,

which had confined him moftly to his bed fince the

preceding winter; the fwellings were uniform, tenfe,

and refitting, but the fkin not difcoloured. After

trying guiacum and Dover's powder without advan-
tage, I directed Infufion of Digitalis. It acled on
the kidne s, but did not relieve him. It is not

eafy
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eafy to fay w: :at the difcafe was, and the patient

living at a dillance, I never learnt the future pro-
grefs or termination of it.

y

CASE LXXIX,

September 26th. Mr. D , JEt. 42, a ve:

fenfible and judicious furgeon at B , in Staf-

fordfhire, laboured under afcites and very large

anafarcous legs, together with indubitable fymptoms
of difeafed vifcera. Having tried the ufual diure-

tics to no purpofe, I directed a fcruple of Fol. Digi-

tal, flccat. in a four ounce infufion, a table fpoon-

ful to be taken twice a day. The fecond bottle

wholly removed his dropfy, which never returned.

CASE LXXX.
September o-jlh. Mrs. E , JEt. 42. A fat

fedentary woman; after a long illnefs, very indif-

tinctly marked ; had fymptoms of enlarged liver and
dropfy. In this cafe I was happy in the affiftance

of Dr. Am. Digitalis was once exhibited in fmall

dofes, but to no better purpofe than many other

medicines. She fuffered great pain in the abdomen
for feveral weeks, and after her death, the liver,

fpleen, and kidneys were found of a pale colour,

and very greatly enlarged, but the quantity of ef-

fuied fluid in the cavity was not more than a pint.

CASE
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CASE
October 28th. Mr. B , JEt. 33. Had drank

an immenfe quantity of mild ale, and was now be-

come dropfical. He was a lufty man, of a pale

complexion: his belly large, and his legs and thighs

fwollen to an enormous fize. I directed the Infu-

fion of Digitalis, which in ten days completely

emptied him. He was then put upon the ufe of

fteel and bitters, and directed to live temperately,

which I believe he did, for I faw him two years

afterwards in perfedi health.

CASE LXXXIL

November 14th. Mr- W , ofT , Kt. 49.

A lufty man, with an afthma and anafarca. He had

taken feveral medicines by the dire&ion of a very

judicious apothecary, but not getting relief as he had

been accuilomed to do in former years, he came

under my direction. For the fpace of a month I

tried to relieve him by fixed alkaly, feneka, Dovers

powder, gum ammoniac, fquill, &c. but without

efted. I then dire&ed Infufion of Digitalis, which

foon increafed the flow of urine without exciting

naufea, and in a few days removed all his com-

plaints.

CASE
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CASE LXXXIII.

January 23'd. Mr. Q >, JEt. 74. A fcone

in his bladder for many years ; dropfical for the lafl

three months. Had taken at different times foap

with fquill and gum ammoniac ; foap lees ; chryftals

of tartar, oil of juniper, feneka, jallap, &c. but

the dropfical fymptoms ftill increafed, and the dy-

furia from the (lone became very urgent. I now di-

rected a dram of the Fol. Digit, ficcat. in a half

pint infufion, half an ounce to be given every fix

hours. This prefently relieved the dyfuria, and

foon removed the dropfy, without any diflurbance

to his fyftem.

CASE LXXXIV.

January 27th. Mr. D , ;£t. 86. The de-

bility of age and dropfical legs had long oppreffed

him. A few weeks before his death his breathing

became very fhort, he could not lie down in bed, and

his urine was fmall in quantity. A wine glafs of a

weak Infufion of Digitalis, warmed with aromatics,

was ordered to be taken twice a day. It afforded a

temporary relief, but he did not long furvive.

CAS E LXXXV.

January <28th. Mr. D , JEt. 35. A publican

and a haid drinker. Afcites, anafarca, difeafed

vifcera
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vifcera, and flight attacks of hsemoptoe. A drain

of Fol. Digital, ficc. in a half pint infufion, of which

ounce Was given night and morning, proved

diuretic and removed his dropfy. He then took

one

medicines calculated to relieve his other complaints.

The dropfy did not return during my attendance

upon him, which was three or four weeks. A quack

then undertook to cure him with blue vitriol vomits,

but as I am informed, he prefently funk under that

rough treatment.

c A S E LXXXVI.

January 29th. Mrs. O of D 1 &t. 53j
A conftant and diflreffing palpitation of her heart,

with great debility. From a degree of anafarca in

her legs I was led to fufpecl effufion in the Pericar-

dium, and therefore directed Digitalis, but it pro-

duced no benefit. She theft took various other me-

dicines with the fame want of fuccefs, and about

ten months afterwards died fuddenly.

c A S E lxxxvi r.

January 31ft. Mr. T A JE

Great difficulty of breathing, fo that he had not

lain in bed for the laft fix weeks, and fomc fuel-

ling iuhisless.T

ery he had Hill a troublefome

o He told me that at his as

but fliould be Had of re tef, if it could be

obtained without taking much medicine. I directed

an Infufion of Digitalis, a drain to eight ounces,

one
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one fpoonful to be taken every morning, and two
at night. He only took this quantity; for in four

days he could lie down, and foon afterwards quitted

his chamber. In a month he had a return of his

complaints, and was relieved as before.

CASE LXXXVIII.

January 31ft. Mrs. J , of S , JEt. 67.

A lufty woman, of a florid complexion, large belly,

and very thick legs. She had been kept alive for

fome years by the difcharge from ulcers in her legs;

but the fores now put on a very difagreeable livid

appearance, her belly grew ftill larger, her breath

ihort, her pulfe feeble, and fhe could not take nou-
riftiment. Several medicines having been given in

vain, the Digitalis was tried, but with no better ef-

fect; and in about a month ilie died.

CASE LXXXIX.

February 2d. Mr. B , JEt. 73. An univer-

fal dropfy. He took various medicines, and Digi-

talis in fmall dofes, but without any good effed.

CASE XC.

:4th. Mailer M , ofW , JEt

An epilepfy of fome years continuance, which

had never been interrupted

methods tried for his relief. Tl
for a few days, but as he lived

I could not attend to its effects, he onlv took one

E half

fo that
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half pint infufion, which made no altera!

complaint.

CASE XCI.

March 6th. Mr. H , JEt. 62. A very hard

drinker, and had twice had attacks ofapoplexy. He
had now an afcites, was anafarcous, and had every

appearance of a difeafed liver. Small dofes of ca-

lomel, Dover's powder, infufum amarum, and fal

fodae palliated his fymptoms for a while ; thefe fail-

ing ; bliflers, fquills, and cordials were given with-

out effect. A weak Infufion of Digitalis, well aro-

matifed, was then direded to be given in fmall

d

th

check

th

produced ficknefs.

equally inefficacious, and he did

ery thing that was tried proved

CASE XCII.
-

May 10th. Mrs. P , JEt. 40. Spafmodic all li-

ma ofmany years continuance, which had frequent-
ly been relieved by ammoniacum, fquills, &c. but
thefe now failing in their wonted effects, an Infuf.

of Fol. Digitalis was tried, but it feemed rather to

increafe than relieve her fymptoms.

CAS E XCIIL

May 22d. Mr. O , of B
, JEt. 61. A

very large man, and a free liver; after an attack of

hemi-
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hemiplegia early in the fpring, from which he only

partially recovered, became dropfical. The dropfy

occupied both legs and thighs, and the arm of the

affecied fide. I directed an Infufion of Digitalis in

fmall dofes, fo as not to affed his ftomach. The
fwellings gradually fubfided, and in the courfe of

the ftimmer he recovered perfedly from the paify.

case xciv.

July 5th. Mr. C , ofW , iEt.28.Had

drank very freely both of ale and fpirits ; and in

confequence had an afcites, very large legs, and

great fulnefs about the ftomach. He was ordered

to take the Infufion of Digitalis night and morning
for a few days, and then to keep his bowels open

with chryftals of tartar. The firil half pint of in-

fufion relieved him greatly; after an interval of a

fortnight it was repeated, and he got well without

any other medicine, only continuing the chryftals

of tartar occafionally. I forgot to mention that this

& man, before I faw him, had

months under the care of a very celebrated phyfi-

cian, by whofe direction he had taken mercurials,

bitters, fquills, alkaline falts, and other things, but

without much advantage.

CASE XCV.

March 6th. Mrs. W , Mt. 36. In the laft

ftage of a pulmonary confumption, took the Infuf.

Digitalis, but without any advantage.

£2 CASE
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fCASE XCVI.

Aitguji Qoth. Mr. P , JEt. 43. In the year

1781 he had a fevere peripneumony, from which

lie recovered with difficulty. At the date of this,

when he firft confulted me, the fymptoms of hydro-

thorax were pretty obvious* I directed a purge,

and then the Infufum Digitalis, three drams to

half a pint, one ounce to be taken every four hours.

It made him fick, and occafioned a copious difcharge

of urine. His complaints immediately vanished*

and he remains in perfed health.

CASE XGVIL

September 24th. Mrs. R , of B , ^Et. 35,

the mother of many children. After her laft lying

in, three months ago, had that kind of fwelling in

one of her legs which is mentioned at No. VIII.

XXVI, and XXXI. A considerable degree of fwel-

ling ftill remained; the limb was heavy to her feel-

ing, and not devoid of pain. I directed a bolus of

etity-fi

bed
Y

1 of red bark and Fol. Digitalis to be taken

day. There was half an ounce of bark and

« leaves in a pint infufion: the

dofe two ounces.

The leg foon began to mend, and two pints ofthe
mfufion funihed the cure.

CASE
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CASE XCVIII.

September 25th. Mr. R , JEt. 60. Corn.

plained to me of a ficknefs after eating, and for

fome weeks pafl he had thrown up all his food, foon

after he had fwallowed it. He had taken various

medicines, but found benefit from none, and had

tried various kinds of diet. He was now very thin

and weak; but had a good appetite. As feveral

very probable methods had been prefcribed, and as

the ufual fymptoms of organic difeafe were abfentf

I determined to give him a fpoonful of the Infufion

of Digitalis twice a day ; made by digefting two

drams of the dried leaves in halfa pint of cinnamon

water. From the time he began to take this medi-

cine he fuffered no return of his complaint, and

foon recovered his flelh and his ftrength.

It fhould be obferved, that I had frequently feen

the Digitalis remove ficknefs, though prefcribed for

very different complaints*

case xcix.
I

September 30th. Mrs. A , /Et. 38. Hydro-
thorax and anafarca. Her cheft was very confider-

ably deformed. One half pint of the Digitalis In-

fufion entirely cured her.

E 3
CASE
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CASE C.

September 30th. Mr. R , ofW ,^.47.
Hydrothorax and anafarca. An Infufion of Digita-

lis was directed, and after the expected effects from

that mould take place, fixty drops of tincture of

cantharides twice a day. As he was coftive, pills

onally.

b

This plan fucceeded perfectly. About a month
afterwards he had fome rheumatic affections, which

were removed by guiacum.

CASE CI.

OBober 2d. Mrs. R
, JKt. 60. Dife;

vifcera; afcites and anafarca. Had taken var

deobflruent and diuretic medicines to little purp
The Digitalis brought on a naufea and languor,

had no effect on the kidneys.

CASE CII

OBoher 12th. Mr. R , JEt. 41. A publican,

and a hard drinker. His legs and belly greatly

fwollen; appetite gone, countenance yellow, breath

very fhort, and cough troublefome. After a vomit

I gave him calomel, faline draughts, fteel and bit-

ters, &c. He had taken the more ufual diuretics

before I faw him. As the dropfical fymptoms in-

creafed, I changed his medicines for pills made of

foap
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fpap, containing two grains of Pulv. fol. Digital, in

each dofe, and, as he was coftive, two grains of
jallap. He took them twice a day, and in a week
was free from every appearance of dropfy. The
jaundice foon afterwards vaniflied, and tonics ref-

tored him to perfect health.

CASE CIII.

October 12th. Mr. B , JEt. 39. Kept a pub-
lic houfe, drank very freely, and became dropfical

;

he complained alfo of rheumatic pains. I directed

Infufion of Digitalis, half an ounce twice a day.

day

mach difappeared. His rheumat
ured by the ufual methods.

CASE CIV.

Oaobcr 22d. Mafter B , /Et. 3. Afcites and
univerfal anafarca. Half a grain of Fol. Digital,

ficcat. given every fix hours, produced no effe&;

probably the medicine was wafted in giving. An
infufion of the dried leaf was then tried, a dram to

four ounces, two tea fpoonfuls for a dofe ; this foon
increafed the flow of urine to a very great degree,
and he got perfectly well.

CASE CV.

Oelober $oth. Mr. G , ofW , JEt. 88.

The gentleman mentioned in No. XLVII. His

complaints and manner of living the fame as there

mentioned.
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mentioned. I ordered an Infufion of the Digitalis,

a dram and half to half a pint; one ounce to be

day fh

On March the 23d, 1784, he fent for me again.

His complaints were the fame, but he was much
more feeble. On this account I directed a dram of

the Fol. Digitalis to be infufed for a night in four

ounces of fpirituous cinnamon water, a fpoonful to

be taken every night. This had not a fufficient ef-

fect; therefore, on the <l<ld of April, I ordered the

infufion prefcribed two years before, which foon re-

moved his complaints.

He died foon afterwards, fairly worn out, in his

ninetieth year.

CASE CVL
November id. Mr. S

1 of B h

/£t. 61. Hydrothorax and fwelled legs.

were given for a week in very full dofes, and other

modes of relief attempted; but his breathing be-

came fo bad, his countenance fo livid, his pulfe fo

feeble, and his extremities fo cold, that I was ap-

prehenfive upon my fecond vifit that he had not

twenty-four hours to live. In this fkuation I gave

him the Infufum Digitalis ftronger than ufual, viz.

two drams to eight ounces. Finding himfelf relieved

by this, he continued to take it, contrary to the di-

rections given, after the diuretic effedls had appeared.

The
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The ficknefs which followed was truly alarming ;

it continued at intervals for many days, his pulfe
funk down to forty in a minute, every objeei ap-
peared green to his eyes, and between the exertions

of reaching he lay in a ftate approaching to fyncope.

The ftrongeft cordials, volatiles, and repeated blis-

ters barely Supported him. At length, however*
he did begin to emerge out of the extreme danger
into which his folly had plunged him ; and by ge-

nerous living and tonics, in about two months he
came to enjoy a perfedt ftate of health.

CASE CVII.

November 19th. Matter S- , JEt. 8. Afcites

and anafarca. A dram of Fol. Digitalis in a fix

ounce infufion, given in dofes of a Spoonful, effected

a perfect cure, without producing naufea.

I

The reader will perhaps remark, that from the

middle of January to the firft of May, not a (ingle

cafe occurs, and that the amount of cafes is likewife

lefs than in the preceding or enfuing years ; to pre-

vent erroneous conjectures or conclufions, it may
b that the ill ftate of

lth obliged me to retire from
Some time in the Spring oS the year, and that X did

not perfectly recover until the following Summer.

CASE
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CASE CVIII.

January 15th. Mrs. G , Ex. 57. A very

fat woman; has been dropfical fince November lafi;

with fymptoms of difeafed vifcera. Various reme-

dies having been taken without effecl, an Infufion

of Digitalis was directed twice a day, with a view

to palliate the more urgent fymptoms. She took it

y
imp

CASE CIX

May lft. Mrs. D
%

JEx. 72. A thin wo-

man, with very large anafarcous legs and thighs;

no appetite and general debility. After a month's

trial of cordials and diuretics of different kinds, the

furgeon who had fcarified her legs apprehended they

would mortify ; (he had very great pain in them,

they were very red and black by places, and ex-

tremely tenfe. It was evident that unlefs the teiJ-

Hon could be removed, gangrene mud foon enfue-

I therefore save her Infufum Digitalis, which iri-

mg.

lecretion 01 urine by the following even-

it the great tenfion began to abate, and

together with it the pain and inflammation. She

was fo feeble that I dared not to urge the medicine

further, but (he occafionally took it at intervals un-

time of her death, which happened a few

eeks afte

CASE
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CASE CX.

May 18th. I was defired to prefcribe for Mary

Bowen, a poor girl at Hagley. Herdifeafe appeared

to me to be an ovarium dropfy. In other refpeds

(he was in perfect health. I dire6led the Digitalis

to be given, and gradually puihed fo as to affed her

very considerably. It was done; but the patient

ftill carries her big belly, and is otherwife very

\vell.

CAS E CXI.

May 25th. Mr. G , Mt. 28. In the lafl

ftage of a pulmonary confumption of the fcrophu-

lous kind, took an Infufion of Digitalis, but with-

out any advantage..

CASE CXII.

May 31ft. Mr. H , Mt. 27. In the Iaft

ftage of a phthifis pulmonalis became dropfical. He

took half a pint of the Infufum Digitalis in fix days,

but without any fenfible effect.

CASE CXIII.

June 3d. Mafter B , of D ,
Mt. 6.

With an univerfal anafarca, had an extremely trou-

blefome cough. An opiate was given to quiet the

cough at night, and 1 tea fpoonfuls of Infuf. Digit.

were ordered every fix hours. The dropfy was

prefentlv removed ; but the cough continued, his
'

flefli
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flefh wafted, his ftrength failed, and fome weeks af-

terwards he died tabid.

CASE CXIV.

June 19th. Mrs. L , JEt 28. A dropfyin

the lail ftage of a phthilis. Infufum Digitalis was

tried to no purpofe.

CASE CXV.

oth. Mrs. H , JEt. 4.6. A
fhort

fpring from wh

but for fome time paft an univerfal anafarca pre-

vailed, and fhe had not lain down for feveral weeks.

After trying vitriolic acid, tinciure of cantharides,

Infi

me took half a pint

In a week after-

wards the dropfkal fymptoms difappeared, her

th d Hie

recovered perfect health. The infufion neither

occafi

CASE CXVI.

fever

une 24th. Mrs. B , JEt. 40. A puerperal

The
yielding to the ufual pra&ice, I directed an Inl

of Fol. Digitalis. It proved diuretic; the fwe
fubfided, but the fever continued, and a few
afterwards a diarrhoea coming on, fhe died

lings

CASE
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CASE CXVII

July 22d. Mr. F , JEt. 48. A flrong man,

of a florid complexion, in confequence of intem-

perance became dropfical, with fymptoms of dif-

eafed vifcera, great dyfpncea, a very troublefome

cough, and total Iofs of appetite. He took mild

mercurials, pills of foap, rhubarb, and tartar of

vitriol, with foluble tartar and dulcified fpirits of

nitre in barley water. After a reafonable trial of

this plan, he took fquill every fix hours, and a fo-

liation of aiTafetida and gum ammoniac, to eafe his

breathing: finding no relief, I gave him chryflals

of tartar with ginger; but his remaining health and
ftrength daily declined, and he was not at all bene-

fited by the medicines. I was averfe to the ufe of

m
in fimilar inftances of tenfe fibre, that it would not

adt as a diuretic. I therefore once more directed

fquill, with decoction of feneka and fal fodae; gbut

it was inefficacious. His ftrength being much bro-

ken down, I then ordered gum ammoniac, with

fmall dofes of opium, and infufum amarum, con-

tinuing the fquill at intervals. At length I was

urged to give the Digitalis, and considering the

cafe as defperate, I agreed to do it. The event

was as I expected; no increafe in the urine took

place; and the medicine being full continued, his

pulfe became flow, and he apparently funk under

its fedative effects. He was neither purged nor vo-

mited; and had the Digitalis either been omitted

alto-

/
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altogether, or fufpended upon its firft effe&s upon
the pulfe being obferved, he might perhaps have
exifted a week longer.

CASE CXVIII.

July 26th. Mr. W- , of W , EX. 47.
Phthifis pulmonalis, jaundice, afcites, and fwelled

legs. As it was probable that the only relief I could

give in a cafe fo circumftanced, would be by carry-

ing off the effufed fluids. I tried fquill and fixed

alkaly; and thefe failing, I ordered the Infufum
Digitalis. This had the defired effect, and, I be-

lieve, prolonged his life a few weeks.

CASE CXIX.

Auguji 15th. Mrs. C , Mt. 60. Afcites,

anafarca, difeafed vifcera, paucity of urine, and

ppetite. Thefe complaints had

ed

r deobftxuent th

m
and was

fought for. Th
purpofe. M

als, foap, rhubarb, and fquill were tried ; but ihe

grew rapidly worfe. Saline draughts with acetum
fciliiticum feemed for a few days to check the pro-

grefs of her complaint, but they foon loft their ef-

fe&, and diarrhoea enfued upon every attempt to

increafe the frequency of the dofe. Draughts with

Infuf. Digital, were then direcled to be taken twice

a day.
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The effedl was a powerful action on the kid-
neys, and a redu&ion of the fwellings, but without
ficknefs. A but {till

y to diarrhoea exifted, and kept her
weak. Tonic medicines were then tried, but with-

out advantage, and in a month it was necefTary to

have recourfe to the Digitalis again. It was direct-

ed in a half pint mixture ; an ounce to be taken
thrice in twenty-four hours. On the 2d day, find-

ing her fymptoms very much relieved, flie took in

arly

the medicine. The confequence was great ficknefi

languor continuing for feveral days, and almoft a

ficknefs commenced
from the time

The cafe now became totally unmanageable in

my hands, and, after a fortnight, I was difmified,

and another phyfician called in; but flie did not
long furvive.

This was not the nrft, nor the laft inftance, in which
I have feen too large a dofe of the medicine, defeat
the very purpofe for which it was directed.

CASE CXX.

Auguji 22d. Mrs. S , ^Et. 36. Extreme
faintinefs ; anafarcous legs and thighs ; great diffi-

culty of breathing, troublefome cough, frequent

chilly fits fucceeded by hot ones; night fweats, and
a tendency to diarrhoea, Apprehenfive that the

more
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more urgent fymptoms were caufed by water in the

lungs, I directed an Infufion of Digitalis, with an

ounce of diacodium to the half pint to prevent it

purging, a wine glafs full to be taken every night at

bed-time, and a mixture with confcdl. cardiac, and

pulv. ipecac, to be given in fmall dofes after every

loofe ftooL

On the fourth day Ihe was better in all refpe&s

;

had made a large quantity of water and did not purge.

In a few days more fhe loll all her complaints, ex-

cept the cough, which gradually left her, without

any further affiftance.

I was agreeably deceived in the event of th

for I expeded after the water was removed, 1

had a phthifis to contend with.

1

CASE CXXL
JuguJ

2

5th.T W , Efq; /Et, 50. A free

liver, difeafed vifcera, beily very tenfe, and much
fwollen; fluctuation perceptible, but the fuelling

circumfcribed; pulfe 132. This gentleman was un-

der the care of my very worthy friend Dr. Aft,

who, having tried various modes of cure to no pur-

pofe, afked me if I thought the Dieitalis would

I had

this cafe. I repl

i

d very tenfe and circumfcribed. It was tried

:, but did not leflen the fwelline. I mention

the above remark, and
to
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to point out the great effed the Digitalis has upon
the action of the heart; for the pulfe came down to

He was afterwards tapped, and continued, for

fome time under our joint attendance, but the pulft;

never became quicker, nor did the fwelling return.

CASE CXXIL

September 7th. Mr. L , JEt. 43. After feverai

fevere attacks of ill formed gout, attended for fome

time pall with jaundice and other fymptoms of dif*

eafed vifcera, theconfequcnces of intemperate living*

was fent to Buxton ; from whence he returned in

three weeks with afcites and anafarca. Under this

complicated load of difeafe, I prefcribed repeatedly

without advantage, and at length gave him the Digi-

talis, which carried off the more obvious fymptoms

of dropfy ; but the jaundice, lofs of appetite, dif-

eafed vifcera, Sec* rendered his recovery impoflible.

i 7 8 4 .

CASE CXXIII.

February i<2th. Mrs. C , ^Et. 54. A ftrong

fhort woman of a florid complexion ; complained of

great fullnefs acrofs the region of the flomach ; ftiort

breath, a troublefome cough, lofs of appetite, pau-

city of urine ; and had a browniih yellow tinge on

her (kin and in her eyes. She dated thefe com-

plaints from a fall fhe had through a trap door about

the beginning of winter. From the beginning of

January to this time, fhe had been repeatedly let

F blood
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blood, had taken calomel purges with jallap ; pills

of foap, rhubarb and calomel ; faline julep with

acet. fcillit. nitrous decoction, garlic, mercury rubbed

down, infus. amarum purg. Sec. After the failure

of medicines fo powerful, and feemingly fo well

adapted, and during the ufe of which all the fymp-

toms continued to increafe, it was evident that a

11

th

be expe<fled. How
I

foap and

with deco<5tion of dandelion, and after fome time,

chryftals of tartar with ginger- Nothing fucceeded

to our wilhes, and the increafe of orthopnoea com-

pelled me occafionally to relieve her by draftic

purges, but thefe diminifhed her ftrength, more in
v

proportion than they relieved her fymptoms. Tinc-

ture of cantharides, fal diureticus and various other

means were occafionally tried, but with very littk

effect, and fhe died towards the end of March.

CASE CXXIV.

March 31ft. Mifs W , iEt. 60. Had been

fubjeft to peripneumonic affeftions in the winter.

She had now total lofs of appetite, very great debi-

lity, difficult breathing; much cough, a confiderable

degree of expedoration, and a paucity of urine. She

had been blooded, taken foap, affaf. and fquilL

afterwards affaf. and ammon. with acet. fcillit. t

but all her complaints increafing, a blifter was ap-

plied to her back, and the Digitalis infufion direded
to be taken every night. The effeft was an mcreaied

fecre-
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fecretion of urine, aconfiderable relief to her breath,
and fome return of appetite ; but foon afterwards

fhe became he&ic, fpat purulent matter, and died
in a few weeks.

c A S E

Ab M H O

cxxv.

L iEt. 61.

P

In December laft this Lady, then upon a ^

don, was attacked with fevere fympti

ripneumony. She was treated as an aflhmatic

patient, but finding no relief, fhe made an effort

to return to her home to die. In her v ay
this place, the latter end of December, I was defired
to fee her. By repeated bleedings, blifters, and

fo far relieved, that

my care. After a
fhe wifh

lethods, fh

to remain

while fhe began to fpit matter and became
With ereat difficulty fhe was i

\~r abfcefs

fhe had fwelled legs, and unequivocal fymptoms of
dropfy in the cheft. Other diuretics failing, on the

12th of April I was induced to give her th

The relief was

tual. Afte fwel

remamin
medicine,

in the legs, I repeated the

fuch good efFeft, that fhe loft

her ftrens
C

a journey

ftill rema

keen recovered

ill

F 2 CASE
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CASE CXXVI.

April 17th. Mr. F , JEt. 59. A very fat

man, and a free liver ; had long been fubje<ft to

what was called afthma, particularly in the winter.

For fome weeks pail his legs fwelled, he had great

fenfe of fullnefs acrofs his ftomach ; a fevere cough;

total lofs of appetite, thirft great, urine fparing,

his breath fo difficult that he had not lain down in

bed for feveral nights. Calomel, gum ammoniac,
tin&ure of cantharides, &c. having been given in

vain, I ordered two grains of pulv. fol. Digitalis

made into pills, with aromatic fpecies and fyrup, to

be given every night. On the third day his urine

was lefs turbid; on the fourth confiderably in-

creafed in quantity, and in ten days more he was

free from all complaints, and has fince had no

relapfe>

CASE CXXVII.

May 7th. Mifs K , JEt. 8. After a lon&
continued ague, became hedic and dropfical. Her
belly was very large, and (he had a total lofs of ap-

petite. Half a grain of fol. Digital, pulv. with 2

gr. of mere, alcalis. were ordered night and mor-
ning, and an infufion of bark and rhubarb with fteel

wine to be given in the day time. Her belly began
to fubfide in a few days, and (he was foon reftored
to health. Two other children in the family.

iy the

perfuaded that an ague in the fpring

was
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mould not be flopped.—I know
not how far the recovery in this cafe may be
buted to the Digitalis, but the child was fo

dying that I dared not truft to any lefs effic:

diuretic.

near

CASE CXXVIII.

June 13th. Mr. C /iEt.45. A fat man, had
formerly drank hard, but not latterly : lafl March
began to complain of difficult breathing, fwelled
legs, full belly, but without fluctuation, great thirft,

no appetite ; urine thick and foul ; compleaion
brown ifh yellow. Mercurial medicines, diuretics
of different kinds, and bitters, had been trying for

the lafl three months, but with little advantage. I

directed two grains of the fol. Digital, in powder to

be taken every night, and infuf. amar. with tinct.

facr. twice a day. In three days the quantity of his

urine increafed, in ten or twelve days all his fymp-
toms difappeared, and he has had no relapfe.

CASE CXXIX.

unt 17th. Mr. N , of W , Mt.
a ,

54 *

A large man, of a pale complexion ; had been fub-

je<fl to fevere fits of aflhma for fome years, but now
worfe than ufual. The intermitting pulfe, the

great diflurbance from change of poflure, and the

fwelled legs induced me to conclude that the exacer-

bation of his old complaint was occafioned by ferous

effufion. I directed pills with a grain and half of the

F 3 pulv.
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pulv. Digital, to be taken every night, and as he was

coftive, jallap made a part of the compofition. He
was alfo direded to take muftardfeed every morning

and a folution of afTafetida twice in the day. The
effed of this plan was perfectly to our wifhes, and

in a fhort time he recovered his ufual health- About

half a year afterwards he died apoplectic.

CASE CXXX.

Mary B . A young unmarried woman. Her

difeafe appeared to me a dropfy of the right ovari-

um. She took an infufion of Digitalis, but, as I ex-

pected with no good efFedl. She is flill, 1 am
informed, nearly in the fame flate.

CASE CXXXI.

July iath. Mrs. A , of C , Ex.. 5 6.

After a feries of indifpofitions for feveral years,

became dropfical ; and had long been confined to

her chamber, unable to lie down or to walk. She
was fo feeble, her legs fo much fwelled, her breath

fo fhort, and the fymptoms of difeafed vifcera fo

ftrong, that I dared not to entertain hopes of a cure

;

but wHhing to relieve her more urgent fymptoms,
directed quickfilver rubbed down and fol. Digital,

pulv. to be made into pills : the dofe, containing

two grains of the latter, to be given night and
morning. She was alfo ordered to take a draught
with a dram of aether twice a day, and to have fca-

pulary i flues. Ker breath was fo much relieved,

that
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that (he was able foon afterwards to come down

ftairs ; but her conftitution was too much broken to

admit of a recovery.

CASE CXXXIL

July 16th. Mr. B , of W , Mt. 31.

After a tertian ague of 12 months continuation, fuf-

fered great indifpofition for I o months more. He
chiefly complained of great flraitnefs and pain in

the hypochondriac region, very fhort breath,

fwelled legs, want of appetite. He had been under

the care offorne very fenfible practitioners, but his

complaints increafed, and he determined to come to

Birmingham. I found him fupported upright in

his chair, by pillows, every attempt to lean back

or floop forward giving him the fenfation of inftanta-

neous fuffbcation. He faid he had not been in bed

for many weeks. His countenance was funk and

pale ; his lips livid ; his belly, thighs and legs

verv greatly fwollen ; hands and feet cold, the

nails almoft black, pulfe 160 tremulous beats in a

minute, but the pulfation in the carolid arteries

was fuch as to be vifible to the eye, and to

(hake his head fo that he could not hold it frill.

His third was very great, his urine fmall in quantity,

and he was difpofed to purge. I immediately

ordered a fpoonful of the infufum Digitalis every

fix hours,- with a fmall quantity of laudanum, to

prevent its running off by ftool, and decodlion of

leontodon taraxacum to allay his thiril. The next

day he began to make water freely, *n& W*&
allow
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allow of being put into bed, but was raif

with pillows. Omit the infufion. That n
parted with fix quarts of water, and the ne
could lie down and flept comfortably. July 21&.
he took a mild mercurial bolus. On the 25th. the

diuretic effefts of the Digitalis having nearly ceafed,

he was ordered to take three grains of the pulv.

Digital, night and morning, for five days, and a

draught with half an ounce of vin, chalyb. twice a

day. Augufl 15th. He took a purge of calomel and
jallap, and fome fwelling ftill remaining in his legs,

the Digitalis infufion was repeated. The water
having been thus entirely evacuated, he was or-
dered faline draughts with acetum fcilliticum and
pills of fait of fteel and extra& of gentian. About
a month after this, he returned home perfectly well.

CASE CXXXIII.

July 28th. Mr. A ofW
; &L 2* be_

came dropfical towards the clofe of a pulmonary
confumption. He was ordered 12 grains of pulv.
fol. acuta? and 1 of Digitalis twice a day. No re-
markable effect took place.

CASE CXXXIV.

Hydroth
July si, Mr. M , JEt. 1

fingle grain of fol. Digital/

night for three weeks cured hir

never made him fick, but increafed his" urine? which

pulv. tak

Th

.rbid

had

CASE
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CASE CXXXV.

Augujl 6th. Mr. C of B , JEt. 42.

Afthma and anafarca, the confequence of free liv-

ing. He had been for fome time under the care of

an eminent phyfician of this place, but his com-

plaints proving unufually obftinate, he confulted

me. I directed an infufion of Digitalis to be taken

every night, and a mixture with fquill and tincture

of cantharides twice every day. In about a week

he became better, and continued daily mending.

He has fince enjoyed perfect health, having quitted

a line of bufinefs which expofed him to drink too

much

.

CASE CXXXVI.

Jugujl6th. Mr. M ofC -, iEt.44. Afcites

and anafarca, preceded by fvmptoms of the epileptic

kind. He was ordered to take two grains of pulv.

Digitalis every morning, and three every night

;

likewife a faline draught with fyrup of fquills, every

day at noon. His complaints foon yielded to this

treatment, but in the month of November following

he relapfed, and again afked my advice. The Digi-

talis alone was now prefcribed, which proved as effi-

cacious as in the firft trial. He then took bitters

twice a day, and vitriolic acid night and morning,

and now enjoys good health.

Before the Digitalis was prefcribed, he had taken

jallap purges, folubie tartar, fait of fteel, vitriol of

copper, &cc. CASE
-wr
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A S E CXXXVII.

Auguji 10th. Mrs. W , &A. 55. An ana-

farcous leg, and fciatica ; full habit. After bleed-

ing and a purge, a blifter was applied in the man-
ner recommended by Cotunnius ; and two grain?

of fol. Digital, with fifteen of fol. cicutae were di-

reeled to be taken night and morning. The medi-

cine a<5led only as a diuretic ; the pain and fweliing

of the limb gradually abated ; and I have not heard

of any return.

muft here bear witnefs to the efficacy of C
me

with fuccefs

great num

.

d generally

CASE CXXXVIII.

Auguji 16th. Mrs. A of S
, J£t, 7$,

About the middle of Summer began to complain of

fhort breath, great debility, and lofs of appetite. At
this time there were evident marks of effufion in the
thorax, and fome fweliing in the legs. The ad-
vanced age, the weaknefs, and other circumftances

ery

fomething was to be attempted. S
had

th
; directed

to be taken every night for fix nights, and
draught with forty drops of acetum fcillit.

the day. She took but few of the draughts

more
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e than half one at a time, for they purged her,

(he difliked them. The pills (he took reeularlv

and with the happieft effect, for (he could lie down,
her breath was very much relieved, and a degree of

appetite returned. Sept. 4th, fome return of her

fymptoms demanded the further ufe of diuretics.

I was afraid to pufh the Digitalis in fo hazardous a

fubjed, and therefore directed tind. amara with tin#.

canthar. and pills of fquill, feneka, fait of tartar and
gum ammoniac. Thefe medicines did not at all

s of the difeafe, and on the 26thk the progre

the Digitalis again. Th
pills were therefore repeated as before, and infuf.

amarum with fixed alkaly ordered to be taken twice

a day. The event was as favorable as before ; and
from this time (lie had no confiderable return of

dropfy, but languifhed under various namelefs

fy mi

CASE CXXXIX.

Jug. 16th. Mrs. P ofS , JEt. 50. For

a particular account of this patient, fee Mr. Yonge's

fecond Cafe.

CASE CXL.

Sept. 20th. B B—— , Efq. A true fpafmodic

afthma of many years continuance. After every

method of relief had failed; both under my manage-

ment, and alfo under the direction of feveral of the

ableft phyflcians of this kingdom; I was induced to

give
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give him an infufion of the Digitalis. It

nued until naufea came on, but procured

CASE CXLL

October 5 th. Mr. R , JEt. 43. (The patient

mentioned at JVo. 102.) He had purfued his former

mode of life, and had now a return of his com-

plaints, with evident marks of difeafed vifcera. His

ncommoniv tenfe. From
mftan

fucceed, and therefore tried for fome time to re-
#

lieve him by the faline julep, with acet fciliitic.

jallap, mercury, fyrup of fquill, with aq. cinnam. de-
coction of Dandelion, &c. ; but thefe being admi-
niilered without advantage, I was driven to the

i

:

Digitalis. As he was very weak and much emaci-
ed, I only gave two grains night and morning for

'e days. As no increafe of urine took place, I

ufed alkaline fait with tinct. cantharides :—-This
proving equally mifuccefsful, on the 18th, I directed
two ounces of the infufum Digitalis night and mor-
mng. This was continued until naufea to(

but the kidtlPV fprrptinn 1X-TC n^P ;t-»~«-«-.r~.i

mate

le Kidney fecretion was not increafed. Squill

>pium, deobftruents of different kinds, fubli-

folution, fixed alkaly, tobacco infufion, were
now fucceffively tried, but with the fame want of
fuccefs. The fuilnefs of his belly made it neceflary
to tap him, and by repeating this operation he
continued alive to the end of the year

CASE
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CASE CXLIL

October 19th. Mrs. R , of B , JEt. 47.

SuppofedAithipa, of eighteen months duration. She

had kept her room for four months, and could not

lie down without great diilurbance; was very thin,

and had totally loft all inclination for food. She

was directed to take two gr. of pulv. fol. Digital,

night and morning for five days, and infufum ama-

rum, at the hours of eleven and five. In the courfe

of a week (lie was much relieved, and could remain

in bed all night. After a few days interval (he took

the Digitalis for five days more, and was foon after

that well enough to come down ftairs and conduct

her family affairs.

In April 1785, fhe had a flight return, but not

fuch as to confine her to her chamber. She expe-

rienced the fame relief from the fame medicine, but

continuing it for feven days without interruption, it

excited naufea.

CASE CXLIII.
r

Oftober 28th: Mr. A , fubjeft to nephritis

calculofa : After an attack of that kind, had ftiii a

trcublefome fenfe of weight about his loins, noxvand

then rifing to pain, and a degree of dyfuria, toge-

ther with a want of appetite. Thefe fymptoms not

readily yielding to the ufual methods of treatment,

I directed an infuflon of Digitalis. The fourth dofe

caufed
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caufed a copious flow of urine ; the fixth made him

fick, and he was more or lefs fick at times for three

days ; but felt no more of his complaints.

I don't believe it is at all neceffary to bring

ficknefs in thefe cafes, but an unexpected abfei

from town prevented me from feeing him ti

enough to Hop the exhibition of the medicine.

CASE CXLIV.

October 31ft. Mrs. C , of W , JEt. 67.

Afthma, and very thick hard legs of long continu-
(

anee. The laft month or two her breath worfe than

ufual, her belly fwollen, her thighs anafarcous, and

her urine in fmall quantity. After trying garlic,

fquill, and purgatives without advantage, I directed

the Digital. Infuf. After taking about five ounces,

her urine from thick and turbid, changed to clear

and amber coloured, its quantity confiderably in-

creafed, and her breathing eafy. Contrary to my
orders, but impelled by the relief fhe had found,

fhe finifhed the remaining three ounces of the in-

fufion, which made her very fick, and the free flow

of urine immediately ceafed. No medicine was

adminiftered for a fortnight, during* which time her

complaints increafed. I then directed an infufion

of tobacco, whicli affeded her head, but did not

increafe her urine. She had recourfe again to the

Digitalis infufion, which once more removed the"3

fulnefs of the belly, reduced the fvvellings of heT

thighs, and relieved her breath, but had no effect

upon her legs.

CASE
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CASE CXLV.

Xov. 2d. Mifs B of C i
lEt. £2. A very

evident fluctuation in the abdomen, which was

coiifiderably diftended, whilil the left of her frame

was greatly emaciated. The prefence of cough, hec-

tic fever, and other circumftances, made it probable

that this apparent afcites was caufed by a purulent,

and not a watery effufion. However it was poflible

I might be miftaken ; the Digitalis was therefore

given, but without any advantage.

The further progrefs of the difeafe confirmed my
firft opinion, and Hie died confumptive.

CASE CXLVL

jYov. 4th. Mr. P ofM , JEt. 40. Sabjecrt

to troublefome nephritic complaints, and after the laft

attack did not recover, or void the gravelly concretions

asufual, a fenfe of weight acrofs his loins continuing

very troublefome. The ufual medicines failing to

relieve him, I ordered four grains of pulv. Digital,

to be taken every other night for a week, and fif-

rains of mild fixed vegetable alkaly to be fwal-

lowed twice a day in barley water. He
h in this cafe too

the cure to the D
kaly has alfo been found a very ufeful medicine in

dilorde

CASE
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CASE CXLVII.

Jfov. 4th. Mr. B of N , JEt. 60. Had

been much fubjeci to gout, but his conftitutiofi be-

ing at length unable to form regular fits, he became

dropficaL' Pulv. fol. Digital, in dofes of two or three

grains, at bed-time, gave him fome relief, but did

not perfectly empty him. About three months af-

terwards he had occafion to take it again ; but it

then produced no effect, and he was fo debilitated

that it was not urged further.

CASE CXLVIII. ~
j\rov. 8th. Mr. G , JEt. 35. In the lafl ftage

a phthifis pulmonalis, was attacked with a moft

gent and painful difficulty of breathing. SufpecV

?

the clieft, I gave him Digitalis, which relieved him
confiderably ; and during the remainder of his life

breath

68. One
fecreted. It

CASE CXLIX.

3th. Mrs. A ofW h , &t
s

this

ded in the cure of

difeafe, I determined to try the Digitalis. It

was given in infufion, and, after a few dofes, the

quantity

pt. The next day

cretion
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cretion ceafed, nor could it be excited again, tho'

at laft the medicine was pufhed fo as to occafion

ficknefs, which continued at intervals for three

days.

C A S E

Nov. 20th. Mrs. B

CL.

Et. 28. In the laft

ftage of a pulmonary confumption became dropfi-

cal. I directed three grains of the pulv. Digital, to

be taken daily, one in the morning, and two at

night. She took twenty grains without any fenfi-

ble effetf

.

c A S E

Nov. 23d. MafterW

CLI.

JEt. 7. Suppofed

hydrocephalus interims. A grain of pulv. fol. Di-

gitalis was directed night and morning. After

three days, no fenfible eftedls taking place, it was

omitted, and the mercurial plan of treatment

adopted* The child lived near five months after-

wards. Upon diffediion near four ounces of water

were found in the ventricles of the brain.

c A s E CLII.

Nov. 26th Mrs. W
tended this lady laft winter

neumony, from which ftie

her life. When the cold f<

Et. 65. I

(he perceived a difficulty in breathing, which gra

became more and more

G her
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her much harraffed by a cough, which occafioned her

to expedorate a little : the leaft motion increafed her

dyfpnoea; the could not lie down in bed; her legs

were confiderably fwelled, her urine fmall in quan-

tity. I directed two grains of pulv. Digitalis made

into a pill with gum ammoniac, to be taken every

night, and to promote expectoration, a fquill mix-

ture twice in the day. Her urine in five days be^

came clear and copious, and in a fortnight more {he

loft all her complaints, except a cough, for which

(he took the lac ammoniacum.

It is not improbable that the fquill might have

fome {hare in this cure.

CASE CLIII.

December 7th. Mr. H , JEt. 42. A large

fat man, very fubjed to gravelly complaints. Af-

ter an attack in the ufual manner, continued to feel

numbnefs in his lower limbs, and a fenfe of weieht

acrofs his loins. I directed infufum Digitalis to be

given every fix hours. Six ounces made him fick,

and he took no more. The next day his urine in-

creafed, a good deal of fand paffed with it, and he

loft his difagreeable feels, but the ficknefs did not

entirely ceafe before the fourth day from its com-

rnencemeiit.

CASE
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CASE CLIV.

December 27th. Mr. B , of H -, J£x. 55,
Symptoms of hydrothorax, at firft obfcurely, after-

wards more diftin&ly marked. Many things were

tried, but the fquill alone gave relief. At length

this failed. About the third month of the difeafe,

a grain of pulv. Digital, was ordered to be taken

night and morning. This produced the happieft

effe&s. In March following he had fome flight

fymptoms of relapfe, which were foon removed by

the fame medicine, and he now enjoys good health.

For a more particular narrative fee cafe the firft,

communicated bv Mr. Yonsre.

CASE CLV.

December 31ft. Mrs. B , of E , JEt. 50.

An ovarium dropfy of long continuance. She took

three grains of pulv. Digital, every night at bed

time, for a fortnight, but without any effed.

CASE CLVI.

A poor man in this town, after his kidneys had
ceafed to fecrete urine for feveral days, was feized

withhickup, fits of vomiting, and tranfient delirium.

After examination I was fatisfied the difeafe was

the fame as that mentioned at CXLIX. Averyexpe-
rienced apothecary having tried various methods to

relieve him, I defpaired of any fuccefs, but deter-

mined to try the Digitalis. It was accordingly given

G 2 in
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in infufion. At firft it checked the vomitings, but

did not occafion any fecretion of urine.

1785.

The cafes which have occurred to me in the courfe

of this year, are numerous but as the events of

fome of them are not yet fufficiently afcertained, I

think it better to withhold them at prefentr

HOSPITAL
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HOSPITAL
1

Under the Direction of the Author.

THE four following cafes were drawn out at my
requeft by Mr. Cha. Hinchley, late apothecary

to the Birmingham Hofpital. They are all the

Hofpital cafes for which the Digitalis was prefcribed

by me, whilft he continued in that office.

CASE CLVII.

March 15th, 1780. John Butler, iEt. 30.
Afthma and fwelled legs. He was direded to take

myrrh and fteel every day, and three fpoonfuls of
infufum Digitalis every night. On the 8th of April
he was difcharged, cured of the fwellings and fome-
thing relieved of his aflhmatic affedions.

CASE CLVIII.

November 18th, 1780. Henry Warren, Mt. 60.
This man had a general anafarca and afcites,

was moreover fo aflhmatic, that, neither being able

to fit in a chair nor lie in bed, he was obl.ged con-
ftantly to walk about, or to lean forward againft a
window or table. You prefcribed for him thus.

G 3 R. Aq.
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R. Aq. cinn. fpt. |iv.

Oxymel. fcillit.

Syr. fcillit. aa. Ju m. cap. cochlear, larg. fexia

quaque hora.

This medicine producing no increafed difchargc

of urine, on the 25th you ordered the infufion of

Digitalis, two fpoonfuls every four hours. After

taking this for thirty fix hours, his urine was dif-

great quantity ; his breath

day
though he took no more of the medicine. On
2d of December he was ordered myrrh and lac am-
moniacum, which he continued until the 23d, when
he was difcharged cured, and is now in good health.

CASE CLIX.

Mvmkr 3d, 1781. Mary Crockett, JEt. 40.
Afcites and univerfal anafarca. For one week flie

k

without advantage. On the loth

infufion of Di«j
y

taa?, a dram and half to half a pint,
an ounce to be taken every fourth hour. Before

ras quite finifhed, the urine be
very copioufly. The medicin
as you had direaed. On the
fhe took a jallap purge, and c

ed cured.

c A S E CLX.

CD

6th, 1782. Mary Bird, JE*. 61. Great
about the ftomach ; dif

farcous
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farcous legs and thighs. For the firft week fquill

was tried in more forms than one, but without ad-

vantage* On the 22d Die began with theDigitalis,

which prefently removed all the fwelling.

She was then put upon the ufe of aperient medi-

cines and tonics, and on the firft of Augujl was dif-

charged perfectly cured.

•M*

The three following Cafes were drawn up and com-

municated to me by Mr. Bayley, who fucceeded

Mr. Hmchley as apothecary to the Hofpital at

Birmingham

:

Dear Sir, Shiffnal, April 26lh f 1785.

DURING my refidence in the

Birmingham General Hofpital, I had frequent op-

portunities of feeing the great effects of the Digitalis

in dropfy. As the exhibition of it was in the fol-

lowing inftances immediately under your own di-

rection, I have drawn them up for yourinfpeclion,

previous to your publifhing upon that excellent

diuretic. Of its efficacy in dropfy I have confide-

rable evidence in my pofleffion, but confider my-

felf not at liberty to fend yon any other cafes ex-

cept thofe you had yourfelf the condudl of* The

Digitalis is a very valuable acquifition to medicine;

and, I truft, it will ceafe to be dreaded when it is

well undefftood.

I am, Sir, your obedient,

And very humble fervant,

W. BAYLEY.
CASE
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CASE CLXI.

Mary Hollis, aged 62 , was admitted an out pa-

tient of the Birmingham General Hofpital February

12th, 1784, labouring under all the effe&s of hy-

drothorax; her dread of fuffocation during fleep

was fo great, that (he always repofed in an elbow

chair. She was directed to take two grains of Di-

gitalis in powder every night and morning, and for

a few days found great relief; but, on the eighth

day, as fhe had complained of ficknefs, and had .

been confiderably purged, fhe was ordered to defift

taking any more of her powders. On the 14th day

fhe was ordered an ounce of the following infufion

twice in a day: R. Fol. Digital* purp. ficc. 3ifs. aq.

bullient. Ms. digere per femi-horam, colaturae adde

tindl. aromatic lu This infufion did not purge,

but fometimes excited naufea, though not fufficient

to prevent her from continuing its ufe. She grew

gradually better, and on the 6th of May was dif-

charged perfectly cured. The diuretic effedis of the

Digitalis were in this inftance immediate.

CASE CLXII.
f

Edward James, J£t. 21. Admitted March 2oth,

1784. Complained of great difficulty of breath-

ing, pain in bis head, and tightnefs about the fto-

mach, with a trifling fwelling of his legs. Ordered
pil. fcillit. Bi. ter de die. On the third day his legs

much more fwelled, his breathing more difficult,

pea worfe; his pulfe very

and
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and quick, complained when he turned in bed, of

fomething like water rolling from one fide of the

thorax to the other. A remarkable oiuenefs about

the mouth and eyes, and purged confiderably from

the piL fcill. Ordered to omit the pills and to

take li. of infuf. Digitalis every eight hours; the

proportion 3ifs. to eight ounces of water and ^i. of

aq. n. m. fp.—7th Day, The infufion had neither

purged, nor vomited him: he only complained once

or twice of giddinefs. His belly was now very hard,

rather black on the right fide the navel, and his legs

amazingly fwelled. Ordered a bolus with rhubarb

and calomel, to be taken in the morning, and 5u.

julep falin. ty

12th Day, nearly in the fame ftate, except his

breathing which was fomewhat more difficult, being

now obliged to have his head confiderably raifed*

Perfiflat—From this day to the 32d day he became

hourly worfe. His beily which at firft was only

hard, now evidently contained a large quantity of

fp

ppeared upon Re-

He
fpiration was fomuch obftrucled, that he was obliged

to fit quite upright to prevent fuffocation.

very little water, not more than eight ounces in a

day and a night, and was much emaciated. Ordered

his purging bolus again, and Jii. of a mixturewith

3fc. to l
LL

P

54th day. To this period there was not the leaft

probability of his exifting ; his legs and thighs were

one
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his belly

blubber, his thorax quite flat, and

H
was tapped, and from whom twenty feven pounds

of coagulable lymph were taken. He made about

tiiree ounces of water in twenty-four hours : his

penis and fcrotum were aftonifhingly fwelled, and

no difcharge from the fores upon his legs. Ordered
to take a pill with two grains of powdered Fox-glove

night and morning. For a few days no fenfible

effect, but about the 60th day he complained of

being continually giddy, and had fome little pain

in his ftomach. He now made much more water,

and dared to fleep. His appetite which through the

whole of his illnefs had been very bad, was alfo bet-

ter. 66th day. Breathing very much relieved, the
quantity of water he made was three chamber po
iull in a day and a night, each pot containing two
quarts and four ounces, moderately full. Ordered
to continue his pills, and his legs which were very
flabby, to be rolled.

69th day. H
quantity of water, his

appetite' very good, habit of body rather lax, and
his complexion ruddy. On the «2cl of June, being
ftill rather weak, he was ordered decoft. cort. g£
ter de" die

; and on the iflftfc was difcharged from
this Hofpital perfeftly cured,

W. BAYLEV.

Mr.
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Mr. Bayley's refpe&ful compliments to Dodor
Withering: he fends the cafe of Edward James,
which he believes is pretty correci. He la-

ments not having it in his power to fend the

meafure of his belly, having un fortunate

h

mifiaid the tape: he heard from James ycfier-

day, and he is perfectly well.

General Hojpilal, Augujl 5, 1784.

CASE CLXIII.

On the 26th February, 1785, Sarah Ford, aged

42, was admitted an out-patient of the Birming-

ham General Hofpital : fhe complained of confide-

rable pain in her cheft, and great difficulty of

breathing, her face was much fwelled and her

thighs and legs were anafarccus. She had extreme

difficulty in making water, and with many painful

efforts flie did not void more than fix ounces in

twenty-four hours. She had been in this fitnation

about fix wreeks, during which time {he had taken

ammoniacum, olibanum, and large quantities of

fquills, without any other effecl than frequent fick-

nefs. Upon her commencing an Hofpital patient,

the following medicine was exhibited. R. gum am-

moniac ^ 9
comp. ut fiat piL 40. cap. ii. nocle maneque. She

continued the ufe of thefe pills for a few days, with-

out any fenfible effecl. On the eighth day her

breathing was much relieved, her legs and

thighs were not fo much (welled, and in a day and

a night



8 HOSPITAL CASES

ight fhe made five pints of

785.

Bv the 12th

day her legs and thighs were nearly reduced to their

natural fize. She continued to make

the 2oth of March, fhe made rapid adva

health, when not a fymptom of difeafe

flie was difcharged.

th To

1

COMMU-
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OMMUNICATIONS
FROM CORRESPONDENTS.

London, Norfolk-flreet,

May 31ft, 1785.

Sir,

I HA D the favour of your letter laft

and I mall be very happy if I can give you any

intelligence relating to the Foxglove, that can an-

gaged
y

It is true that my brother, the late Dr. Cawley,

was greatly relieved, and his life, perhaps, pro-

longed for a year, by a decoction of the Foxglove

root ; but why it had not a more lading effeel, it is

neceflary I mould tell you that he had all the figns

of a difiempered vifcera, long before any watery

fwellings appeared; it was manifeft that his dropfy

was merely fymptomatic, and he could therefore on-

ly from time to time have any relief from medi-

cine. In the year 1776, he returned from Lon-

don to Oxon. having confulted feveral phyficums

at the former place, and Dr. Vivian at the latter,

d he was

a carpenter at Oxon. that had cured of a

Hydrops pectoris by the Foxglove root, and
was
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was a younger, and in other refpe<5ls an healthy

man, his cure, 1 believe, remains a perfect one.

I did not attend my brother whilft he took the

medicine, and therefore I cannot fpeak precisely to

the operation of it; but I remember, by his let-

ters, that he was dreadfully fick and ill for feveral

days before the fecretion of uriije came on, but

which it did do to a great degree; relieved his

breath, and greatly leffened the fweliing in his legs

and thighs ; but the two inftances I have lately feen

in this part of the world, are much ftronger proofs

of the efficacy of it than my brother s cafe.

*

I am, &x,

ROBERT CAWLEX

N. B. Whenever I have another opportunity

giving the Foxglove, it fliall be in fmall dofes:

:h I Ih \ r

i

might be more flowiy. If you fhouid try it

fuccefs, I (hould be slad to know what mode
m

Dr- Cawley's prescription*

R. RacL Digital, mirpur. fi

fe

ide aq. jump, comt), 5ii.

Mell ;hl. iv. omni
nod

I have
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I have elfewhere remarked, that when the Di-

gitalis has been properly given, and the diuretic ef-

effecis produced, that an accidental over-dofe brin"--

mg oa ficknefs, has Hopped the fecretion of urine.

In the prefent inftance it likewife appears, that vi-

olent ficknefs may be excited, and continue for fe-

veral days without being accompanied by a flow of

urine; and it is probable that the latter circurn-

fiance did not take place, until the feverity of the

former abated. If Dr. Cawley had not had a con-

ftitution very retentive of life, I think he muft

have died from the enormous dofes he took; and
probably would have died previous to the aug-

mentation of the urinary difcharge. For if the

root from which his medicine was prepared, was

gathered in its active ftate, he did not take at each

dofe lefs than twelve times the quantity a flrong man
ought to have taken. Shall we wonder then that

patients refufe to repeat fuch a medicine, and that

pra&itioners tremble to prefcribe it? Were any of

the a&ive and powerful medicines in daily ufe to

be given in dofes twelve times greater than they are,

and thefe dofes to be repeated without atttention to

the efie&s, would not the patients die, and the

medicines be condemned as dangerous and deleteri-

ous ?-~Yet fuch has been the fate of Foxglove!

he

A Letter
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1

A Letter to the Author, from Mr. Boden,

Surgeon, at Brofeley, in Shropfhire.

Dear Sir, Brofeley, 25th May, 1785.

HAVE inclofed the prefcriptions tha

th Cooke and

R

Thomas Cooke, ^Et. 49, had been ill about two

or three weeks. When I law him he had no appe-

tite, and a conilant third : a fullnefs and load in

the ftomach: the thighs, legs and hands, much
fwell'd, and the face and throat in a morning ; was

coftive, and made but little water, which was high

coloured ; the pulfe very weak, „„

ceeding bad. June 17th. R. Argent, viv 3I conf.

cynofbat. 9ii. fob Digital, pulv. gr. xv. f. pil. xxiv.

capt. ii. omni node hora decubitus. He was like-

wife purged by a bolus

mm
fourth

ilomel, which was repeated on the

he third time. From June ] 7th to

the 29th, the fymptoms were moftly removed,
making water freely, and having plenty of itools

;

in a week after he was perfectly well, and remains
fo ever fince. The cure was finifhed by fteei and
bitters.

Thomas Roberts, JEt. 40, had a deformed cheil

was obhg

in bed ; I

a
ptoms were nearly th

as Cooke's. Augujl 3d. The pills prefcfibedJ
17th

/
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17th for Cooke. 17th. A purging bolus of jalap

and Digitalis, once a week. He continued the me-
dicines till the latter end of Augujl, when he got

very well; but the complaint returned in Jan. worfe

than before. He is now much better, but I have great

reafon to believe the liver to be difeafed.

I am, with the greatefl refpe<fl,

Your very obliged humble fervant,

DANIEL BODEN.

P. S. The fecond patient, on his relapfe, took

Digitalis again, combined with other things.

CASE communicated by Mr. Causer,
Surgeon, at Stourbridge, Worcefterfhire.

Mr. P- ofH M
HI

, in the parifh of

Kingfwinford, aged about 60 ; had been a ftrong

health

in lift

y, robuft, corpulent man ; worked hard early

and drank freely ofat edge-tool makin

ftrong malt liquor ; for many years had been fub-

Je6t to gout in the extremities ; for a few years paft

had been very afthmatic, and the gout in the ex-

tremities gradually decreafed. When I firft faw

him, which was Sept. 12, 17 79, his legs were ana-

fercous, his belly much fwelled, and an evident fluc-

tuation of water. His breathing very bad, an irre-

gular pulfe, and unable to lie down
H

His eafieft

pofture
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F was Handing with his body leaning over a

chair, in which fituation he would continue many

hours together, labouring for breath, with the frveat

trickling down his face very profufely ; the urine

in very fmali quantity. Diuretics of every kind I

could think of were ufed with very little or no ad-

vantage very

confiderably for a time, but by no means could I

1 *

increafe the urinary difcharge. Warm flomachic

medicines were given, and at the fame time fina-

pifms applied to the feet, in hopes of enticing gout

to the extremities, but without any good efteft.

November 22d. The fwelline confiderably increafing

emet &ed

very violently, and increafed the urinary difcharge

confiderably. He continued better and worfe, ufing

different kinds of diuretic and expe&orating medi-

cines until September 17.81, when the difeafe was*o

much worfe, I did notexpedl he could live many

days. The acet. fcillitic. was repeated, a table

fpoonful every half hour, till it a&ed brifkly up'

wards and downwards; but without increafing the

urinary difcharge.—On the 17th of September

fufed siii. of the fol. Digitalis in §vi. of boiling

water, for four hours ; then 'drained it, and added

|i. of tin<5L aromatica.—On the 18th he began by

taking one fpoonful, which he was to repeat every

half hour, till it made

nefs, lofs of fight, or any other difgreeable effe&

took place. I had never given the medicine before,

him to expecl the operation to

I faw him aeain on the 21 ft; *
iery

had
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had taken the medicine regularly, till the whole
quantity was confumed, without perceiving the leaft

effe& of any kind from it, and continued well till

the evening of the following day, when a

little ficknefs took place, which increafed, but

never fo as to occafion either vomiting or purging,

but a furprifing difcharge of urine. The faliva in-

creafed fo as to run out of his mouth, and a watery

difcharge from his eyes; thefe difcharges continued,

with a continual ficknefs, till the fwelling was to-

tally gone, which happened in three or four days.

He afterwards took fleel and bitters ; and continu-

ed very comfortably, without any return of his

dropfy, until the the 7th of April 1782, when he
was feized with an epidemic cough, wrhich was very
frequent with us at that time. His fwellings now
returned very rapidly, with the greateft difficulty

in breathing, and he died in a few days. Blifters

pejorating med
return.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Causer.

Mrs. S , the fubjed of the following Cafe,

was as ill as it is poffible for woman to be and reco-

ver ; from the inefficacy of the medicines ufed, I

am convinced no medicine would have faved iiCl

but the Digitalis. I never faw fo bad a cafe reco-

vered; and it fhews, that in the moft reduced ftate

of body, the medicine in fmali dofes, will prove

ffi

H 2 N. R. The
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N. B. The Digitalis, in pills, never occafioned the

leafl ficknefs. She took two boxes of them.

CASE.
January 2d, 1785. Mrs. S -, of W

near Kidderminfter, aged 38, has been afTeded

with dropfical fweilings of her legs and thighs,

about fix weeks, which have gradually grown worfe;

has now great difficulty in breathing, which is much
increafed on moving; a very irregular, intermit-

tent pulfe, urine in very fmall quantity, and in the

feventh month of her pregnancy: a woman of

very delicate confutation, with tender lungs

from her infancy, and very fubjecl to long conti-

nued coughs.

R. Pulv

Jalap gr. x. fyi\ rofar. folut. tinft. fenn. aa

3ii. aq.menth. v. fimpl. gifs. m. manefumend.

R. pulv. fcilke 3i. G. ammoniac, fapon. venef.

aa sifs- fyr. q. f. f. pilul. 42 cap. iii. node
maneque.

On the 7th found her worfe, and the fweliing

increafed; the urine about §x in the twenty-four

hours.

R. Fol. ficcat. ^Digital. $m. coque in. aq. fontan

"xii. ad §vr. cola et adde. aq. juniper, comp
facchar. alb. §& m. cap.cochl

horis.

She
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She took about three parts of the medicine be-

fore any effed took place. The firft was ficknefs,

fucceeded by a confiderable difcharge of urine.

She continued the medicine till the whole was con-

fumed, which caufed a good deal of v
ficknefs for

three or four days.

I faw her again on the rath. The quantity of

urine was much increafed, and the fwelling dimi-.

nifhed. Pulfe and breathing better.

R. Fol. ficc. Digital. G. aflafetid. aa i$L calomel,

pp. gr. x. fp. lavand. comp. q. f. fiat pilul.

xxxii. cap. ii. omni no6le bora fomni.

A plentiful difcharge of urine attended the ufe

of thefe pills, and fhe got perfectly free from her

dropfical complaints.

March 15th (he was delivered: had a good la-

bour, was treated as is ufual, except in not hav-

ing her breafls drawn, not intending ihe ihould

fuckle her child, being in fo reduced a ftate. Conti-

nued going on well till the 18th, when fhe was feized

with very violent pains acrofs her loins, at times fo

violent as to make her cry out as much as labour

pains. Enema cathartic. Fot. papav. applied to

the part.

R, Pulv. ipecacoan. gr. vi. opii. gr. iv. fyr. q. f.

fiat pilul. vi. capt. j; 2da quaque hora du-

rante dolore.

H 3 R. Julep.
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R. Julep, e camphor, fp. minder, aa ^ii. capt.

cochlear, i. larg. poft fingul. pilul.

19th. Breathing ihort, unable to lie down, very

irregular low pulfe fcarcely to be felt, fainty, and

a univerfal cold fweat : no appetite nor thirft, fpaf-

modic pains at times acrofs the loins very violent,

but not fo frequent as on the preceding day.

R, Gum ammoniac, affafetid. aa jL camphor.

gr. xii. fiat pilul. 24. capt. ii. 3tia quaque

hora in cochlear, ii. mixtur. feq.

R. Balfam. peruv. ^iii. mucilag. G. arab. q
flor. zinci g. vi. aq. menth. fimp. fofs. m.

Applic. Emp. veficat. femorib. internis.

R. Sp. vol. foetid, elixir, paregor. balfam.

Traumatic, aa 5iii. capt. cochlear, parv. ur-

gente languore.

2oth. Much the fame ; makes very little water,

and the legs begin to Until.—Applic. Emp. e pice

burgund. lumbis.

The fuelling very much increafed.—Capt

llitic. ter die in two fpoonfuls

following mi

R. Infuf. baccar. juniper. §vi. tincl. amar. tin&

ftomachic, aa 51, m.

25cth.
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25th. Much the fame.

28th. The fwelling confiderably increafed, in

other refpe#s very much the fame.

30th. Breathing very bad, with cough and pain

acrofs the fternum, unable to lie down, legs, thigh ^
and body very much fwelled, urine not more than

four or five ounces in the twenty-four hours ; hot

and feveriih, with thirft.

Applic. Emp. veficat. ftomacho et flerno.

R. G. affafetid, 3ii. pulv. Jacob. 3i. rad. fcill. re-

cent, gr. xii. extract, thebaic, gr. iv. f. pilul.

xvi. cap. iv. omni nodie.

R. Sal. nitr. fal. diuretic, aa Sii. pulv. e contrayerv.

comp. 51. facchar. §L emulf: commun. ?t>\ %

aq. cinnam. fimpl. §i. m. capt. cochlear, iv.

ter die.

April 2d. Much the fame, no increafe

3d. Breathing much relieved by the blifler, which

runs profufely. Repeated the medicines, and con-

tinued them till the

12th. The cough very bad* pulfe irregular, fwel-

ling much increafed, urine in very fmall quantity,

not at all increafed ; great lownefs and fainting.

She defired to have fome of the pills which relieved

her
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her fo much when with child. I was aln

to give them, but the inefficacy of the i

ope

her

them, which made me venture to comply

Fol. ficcat. Digital. G. aflafetid. aa si. fp

vand. comp. q. f. f. pilul. xxxii. cap. ii.

ni mane ; et omni nodle cap. pilul. e fly

gr. vi.

1 7th. Confiderable increafe of urine.

2lft. imini flied; urine

near four pints in twenty-four hours, which is more
than double the quantity me drinks.

Applic. Emp, veficat. femoribus internis.

\

The Digitalis pills a:

^ed. Takes a tea cup

morning.

25th. Swelling much diminifhed, makes plenty

h
ing better. She omitted the medicine for three
days

;
the urine began to diminifh, the fwelling

and ihortnefs of breathing worfe. On repeating it

for two days, the difcharge was again augmented,
and a diminution of the fwelling fucceeded. She
has continued the pills ever fince till the 14th of

May;
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May; the dropfical fymptoms and cough are en-

tirely gone, the water is in fufficient quantity, her

ftrength is recovered, and fhe has a good appetite.

All fhe now complains of is a weight acrofs her fto-

* mach, which is worfe at times, and {he thinks, un-

lefs it can be removed, fhe fhall have a return of

her dropfy.

Extradt of a Letter from Do6lor Fowler,
Phyfician, at Stafford,

I UNDER STAND you are going to publifli

on the Digitalis, which I am glad to hear, for I have

long wiftied to fee your ideas in print about it, and

I know of no one (from the great attention you

have paid to the fubjecl) qualified to treat on it but

yourfelf. There are gentlemen of the faculty who

give verbal directions to poor patients, for the pre-

paring and taking of an infufion or deco&ion of the

green plant. Would one fuppofe that fuch gentle-

men had ever attended to the nature and operation

of a fedative power on the functions, particularly

the vital? Is not fuch a vague and unfcientific mode

of proceeding putting a two edged fword into the

the hands of the ignorant, and the moll likely me-

thod to damn the reputation of any very active and

powerful medicine? And is it not more than probable

that the neglect of adhereing to a certain and regular

preparation of the nicotiana, and the want(oi what

you emphatically cat!) a practicable dofe, have been

the chief caufes of the once rifing reputation of

that



\

122 COMMUNICATIONS
that noted plant being damned above a century

ago? In ihort, the Digitalis is beginning to be ufed

in dropfies, (although fome patients are faid to go

off fuddeniy under its adminifiration) fomewhat

in the ftyie of broom afhes ; and, in my humble

opinion, the public, at this very inftant, {land in

great need of your precepts, guards, and cautions to-

wards the fafe and fuccefsful ufe of fuch a power-

ful fedative diuretic ; and I have no doubt of your

minute attention to thofe particulars, from a regard

to the good and welfare of mankind, as well as to

your own reputation with refpecl to that medicine.

I remember an officer in the Staffordfhlre militia,

who died here of a dropfy five years ago. The Di-

gitalis relieved him a number of times in a wonder-
ful manner, fo that in all probability he might have

obtained a radical cure, if he would have refrained

from hard drinking. I underftood it was firft or-

dered for him by a med.cal gentleman, and its fe-

dative effe&s proved fo mild, and diuretic opera-

tion fo powerful, that he ufed to prepare it after-

wards for himfelf, and would take it with as little

ceremony as he would his tea. It is faid, that he

Tras fo certain of its fuccefsful operation, that he

would boaft to his bacchanalian companions, when
much fwelled, you (hall fee me in two days time

quite another man.

CASES
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CASES communicated by Mr. J, Freer,
jun. Surgeon, in Birmingham.

CASE I.

Nov. 1780. Mary Terry, aged 60. Had been fubjecfc

to afthma for feveral years ; after a fevere fit of t her

legs began to fweil, and the quantity ol urine

to diminifh. In fix weeks the was much troubled

with the fweliings in her thighs and abdomen, which

decreafed very little when ihe lay down: fhe made
not quite a pint of water in the twenty-four hours.

I ordered her to take twa fpoonfuls of the infufion

of Foxglove every three hours. By the time (he

had taken eight dofes her urine had increafed to

the quantity of two quarts in the day and night,

fli and had once vo-

mite

fpended for two days. The naufea being

d. fli but at inter-

ed

freely, and in three weeks ihe was perfectly

of her fweliings.

CASE II.

December, 1782. A poor woman, who had been

afHi&ed with an ague during the whole rf her preg-

nancy, and for two months with dropfical fweliings

of the feet, legs, thighs, abdomen, and labia pu-

denda ; was at the expiration of the feventh month

taken
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taken in labour. On the day

d

delivery-

much
danger her life. As foon as th I be-

gan to give her the red bark in fubftance, which

had the deli red effeft of preventing another pa-

roxyfm. She continued to recover her health for a

fortnight, but did not find any diminution hi the

fwelhngs; her legs were now fo large as to oblige

her to keep conftantly on the bed, and fhe
very little water. I ordered her the infufion of

Foxglove three times a day, which, on the third

day, produced a very copious difcharge of urine,
without any ficknefs; fhe continued the ufe of it

for ten days, and was the$ able" to walk,

loft all her fwellings,

but weaknefs, the

Having

bark

cure.

plaint remaining

compleated tl

Extract of a Letter from Doctor J
Phv Lichfield

ANXIOUS to procure authentic accounts from
the patients, to whom I gave the Foxglove, I have
unavoidably been delayed in anfwering your laft

favour. However, I hope the delay will be made
up by the efficacy of the plant being connrmecT"by
the enquiry. Long cafes are tedious, and felddm
read, and as feldom is it neceflary to defcribe eve-
ry fynrptom; for every cafe would be a hiftory of
dropfy. I fhall therefore content myfelf with fpeci-

fving
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fying the nature of the difeafe, and when the drop-

fy is attended with any other affeclion {hall notice

it.

Two years have fcarcely elapfed fince I firfi: em-

ployed the Digitalis; and the fuccefs I have had

has induced me to life it largely and frequently.

CASE I.
m

Ann Willott, 50 years of age, became a patient

the Difpenfary on the nth of April 1783. She

31 complained of an enlargement of the abclo-

fficulty of breathing, particul

L coftivenefs. She raffed finpaiied imall quantities

of high-coloured urine ; and had an evident fluctu-

ation in the belly. Her legs were cedematous.

c Tiie

j
of Foxglove, containing three drams of the dry

leaves, in eight ounces, three times a day. Her

urine foon increafed, and in a few days fhe paffed

it freely, which continued, and her breath re-

turned.

CASE II.

Mr. , 45 years of 2ge, had been long

fubjed to dropfical fvvellings of the legs, and made

little water. Two fpoonfuls of the fame decoction

twice a dav, foon relieved him.

CASE
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CASE III.

Mrs, ,aged 70 years. A lady frequently afflicted

with the gout, and an aflhmatical cough. After a

long continuance of the latter, fhe had a great di-

minution of urine, and confiderable difficulty of

breathing, particularly on motion, or when lying.

Her body was much bound. There was, however,

110 apparent (welling. She took three fpoonfuls of

an aperient deco<5Hon of forty-five grains in fix

ounces and a half, every other morning. The urine

was plentiful thofe days, and her breathing much
relieved- In two or three weeks after the ufe of it

flie was perfe&ly reftorea. The purgative medicine

neither increafed the urine, nor relieved the breath-

ing, till the Foxglove was added. .

' «-

This fpring (lie long laboured with the gout in

her ftomach, which terminated in a fit in her hand.

During the whole of this tedious illnefs, of nearly

three months, {he pafled little urine, and her breath-

ing was again ihort.

P
ind afterwards two and three

grains of the powder twice a day with as little. The
dalcified fpirits of vitriol, however, quickly pro-

moted the urinarv fecretion.

CASE
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<C A S E IV.

Mr. C , 46 years of age, had dropfical fwel-

Ungs of the legs, and paffed little urine. He took

the deco6lion with three drams, and was foon re-

lieved.

case v.

Lady ', took three grains of the dried

leaves twice a day, for fwelled legs, and fcantinefs

of urine, without effect.

case vr.

Mrs. Slater, aged 36 years. For dropfy of the

belly and legs, and fcantinefs of urine, of feveral

weeks {landing, took three grains of the powder

twice a day, and was quite reftored in ten days.

She took many medicines without effed.

CASE VII.

Mrs. p. , in her 70th year, took three

grains of the powder twice a day, for fcantinefs of

urine, and fwelled legs, without cffedi.

CASE VIII.

Ann Winterlee, in h

fwellings of the legs, and paffed little urine
:

fhe

was relieved by two drams, in an eight ounce de-

coction
CASE
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CASE IX.

William Brown, aged 76. In the laft ftage of

dropfy of the belly and legs, found a confiderable

increafe of his urine by a deco<51ion of Foxglove,

but it was not permanent.

CASE X.

Mr. , — years of age, and of very grofs

habit of body, became highly dropfical, and took

various medicines, without effect. One ounce of

the decodtion, with three drams of the dry leaves

in eight ounces, twice or three times a day, increafed

his urine prodigioufly. He was evidently better,

but a little attendant naufea overcame his refolution,

and in the courfe of fome weeks afterwards he fell

a viclim to his obitinacy.

CASE XI.

Mrs. Smith, about 50 years of age, after a tedi-

ous illnefs of many weeks, had a jaundice, and be-
came dropfical in the legs. Two fpoonfuls of the

decoction, with three drams twice a day, increafed

her urine, and abated the fweiling.

CASE XII.

Widow Chatterton, about 60 years of age. Took
the deco&ion in the fame way for dropfy of the legs,

with little effect.

CASE*
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CASE XIII.

Genders, about thirty-four years of age,

was delivered of three children, and became drop-

fical of the abdomen. She paffed little or no urine,

had conftant thirft, and no appetite. She took two

fpoonfuls of an eight ounce deco&ion, with three

drams twice a day. By the time (he had finifhed

the bottle, (which rauft have been on the fourth

day,) fhe had evacuated all her water, and could

go about. Her appetite increafed with every dofe,

and fhe recovered without farther help.

CASE XIV.

Mifs M M , in her 2oth year. Had
been infirm from her cradle, and, after various fuf-

ferings, had an aftonifhing oedematous fwelling of

one leg and thigh, of many weeks ftanding. She

paffed little or no urine, and had all her other com-

plaints. She took 2 fpoonfuls of an eight oz. decoc-

tion of two drams, twice a day. Her urine imme-

diately increafed ; and, on the third day, the fwel-

ling had entirely fubfided.

case xv.
m

Mr. P , 65 years of age, and of a full habit

body. Had lived freely in his youth, and for

many years

was much imp

H
had

diftention, and evident nutation in

I the
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the abdomen, and a very great cedema of the legs

and thighs. His breathing was very fhort, and ra-

ther laborious, appetite bad, and thirft confidera-

ble. His belly was bound, and he paflfed very fmall

quantities of high-coloured urine, that depofited a

reddifh matter. He had taken medicines fome

time, and, I believe, the Digitalis ; and had been

better.

A blifter was applied to the upper and infide of

each thigh ; he took two fpoonfuls of the deco&ion,

with three drams of the dry leaves, two or three

times a day; and fome opening phyfic occafion-

ally.

He lived at a confiderable diflance, and I did not

vifit him a fecond time ; but I was well informed,

about ten days or a fortnight afterwards, that his

urine increafed amazingly upon taking the decodU-

on, and that the water was entirely evacuated.

CASE XVI.

Mrs. G , aged 50 years. After being long

ailing,
r
had a large collection of water in the abdo-

men and lower extremities. Her urine was high-

coloured, in fmall quantities, and had a reddifh

fediment. She took the decoaion of Digitalis,

fquills, See. without any effed. The chrylials of

tartar, however, cured her fpeedily.

CASE
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CASE XVII.

Mr. - 5°y
of great tenfion and pain acrofs the abdomen, and
of lofs of appetite; his urine, he thought, was ]efs

than ufual, but the difference was fo trifling he
could fpeak with no certainty: his belly feemed to

fluduate. Among other things he tried the Fox-

glove leaves dried, twice a day; and, although it

>

permanent

CASE- XVIII.

Mr. W , aged between 60 and 70 years;

and rather corpulent : was conflderably dropflcal,

both of the belly and legs, and his urine in fiiiall

quantities. Three grains of the dry leaves, twice

a day, evacuated the water in hh than a fortnight.

CASE XIX.

Sarah Taylor, 40 years of age, was admitted in-

to the Difpenfary for dropfy of the abdomen and

legs ; and was relieved by the Deco&um digitalia-

num.

CASE XX.

Lydia Smith, aged 60. Difpenfary. Laboured

many years under an afthma, and became dropfi-

cal. She took the decodion without effeft.

12 CASE
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CASE XXI.

J 5 years, H
interm by

mane afTiftance of an amiable young lady. His

intermittent was foon attended by a very confidera-

ble afcites ; for which he became a patient of the

Difpenfary. He took a decoction of Foxglove night

and morning. His urine increafed immediately,

and he loft all his complaints in four days.

CASE XXII.

William Millar, aged 50 years. Admitted into

the Difpenfary for a tertian ague, and general drop-

The dropfy
5

mo\ sd, and his urine being {till pafied in fmall

quantities ; he took the powdered leaves, and re-

covered his health in five davs.

CASE XXIII.

Ann Wakelin, 10 years of age. Had for :

ral weeks a dropfy of the belly after an ague,
took a decoction of Foxglove, which removed
complaint by the fourth day.

She

C A S E XXIV.

Ann Meachime; a Difpenfary patient. Had an

afcites and fcantiaefc of urine. She took the pow-

der
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der of Foxglove, and evacuated all her" water in

three days.

may obferve, lft. That

various diuretics had long been given in many of

thefe cafes before I was confulted.

That the exhibition of

attended with ficknefs.

And 2dly.

R E MAR K S.

Thefe Cafes, thus liberally communicated by my
friend, Dr. Jones, are more acceptable, as they

feem to contain a faithful abftract from his notes,

both of the unfuccefsful as well as the fuccefsful

Cafes.

T ii
View of them

fficacv of the M

Anafarca - - -

Afcites

CEdematous leg -

*. 7 Cafes - Cured - -
3

Relieved - 1

Failed - - 3
- 5 Cafes - Cured - - 4

Relieved - 1

- 1 Cafe - Cured - - 1

Afcites and anafarca - 7 Cafes - Cured - - 4
Relieved - 2

Failed - - I

Afthma and dropfy -

Hydrothorax and gout

- - _ _ . afcites 1

and anafarca —
13

l Cafe - Failed - - l

1 Cafe - Cured - - 1

2 Cafes - Cured - - 2

A CASE
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A CA S E ofAnafarca communicated byMr.

Jones, Surgeon, in Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

HAVING lately experienced

the diuretic powers of the Foxglove, in a cafe of

anafarca; I do myfelf the pleafure of communicat-

ing a ihort hiftory of the treatment to you.

I am, kc.

Birmingham, W. JONES
May 17th, 1785.

My patient, Mrs. C
5

year, had the following fymptoms, viz. alternate

fwelling of the legs and abdomen, a little cough,

fhortnefs of breath in a morning, thirft, weak pulfe,

and her urine, which was fo fmall in quantity as

feldom to amount to half a pint in twenty-four

hours, depofited a clay-coloured fediment.

April 16th, 1 785, I directed the following form:

R. Fol. Digitalis ficcat. 311.

Aq. fontanae bullient. gviii. f. infuf. et cola.

Sumat cochl. larera iii. n. n *>f r„o««

On the 1 7th fhe had taken
d though by miftake only b

dofe
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dofe, yet the quantity of urine was increafed to

about a pint in the twenty-four hours. She was

then directed to take two table fpoonfuls night and

morning. And,

On the 18th, a degree of naufea was produced.

A pint and half of urine was made in the lafl twen-

ty-four hours. During the time above fpecified fhe

had two or three ftools every day. The infufion

omi

On the 1 9th the fwelling of the legs was ren

ed. A degree of naufea took place in the morn

and increafed fo much during; the day, that fhe

me As ftie was

very low, and complained of want of appetite, a

cordial julep was directed tp be taken occafionally,

as well as red port and water, mint tea, &c. She

ine that whatever fhe

P

{laid long The

ally, and ceafed on the 22d

Th &
quantity

not meafured.

lid. A dofe of neutral faline julep was directed

to be taken every fourth hour.

On the 23d ftie complained of thirft, and thought

the difcharge of urine not fo copious as on the pre-

ceding days, therefore the faline julep was contmu-
# ed
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ed every fourth hour, with the addition of thirty

drops of the following medicine

:

Aceti

Tintf

Tincl

* •

The bowels have been kept open from the 19th,

by the occafional ufe of emollient injections.

On the 24th the legs were much
fhe complained of languor and a d«

The difcharge of urine increafeci a

23d. Her pulfe was low and her tongue white.

The urine, which had been rendered clear by the

infufion of Fnx<rlnvp_ nnw

e

ment
depofited a whitifh

On the 25th her appetite began to return, the

fwelling of the legs diminiflied, and fhe thought

herfelf much relieved. The urine was confiderable

in quantity, and clear.

On the 26th fhe was thirfty and languid. The
fwelling was removed ; the quantity of urine dis-

charged in the laft twenty-four hours was about a

pint. She continued to mend from this time, and
is now in good health,

A giddinefs of the head, more or lefs remarkable
at times, was obferved to follow the ufe of the Fox-
glove, and it lafted nine or ten days.

• This
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This is the fecond time that I have relieved this

patient by the infufion of Foxglove, I ufed the

fame proportion of the frefh leaves the firft time as

I did of the dried ones the laft. The violent vo-
miting whicl1 made

the dried leaves, did not tak

frefh, thoucrh fh

herb frefh

REMARKS.
THE above is a very inflruclive cafe, as it

fmall

neceffary to effect every defirable purpofe. At

Ph
that the green leaves ought to be preferred to the

mi
tion ; but let it be noticed, that the fame quantity

of infufion was prepared from the fame weight of

the green as of the dried leaves, and confequently,

as will appear hereafter, the infufion with the dried

leaves was five times the flrength of that before

prepared from the green ones. We need not won-
der, therefore, that the effects of the former were

five

th ke

matter ftill more obvious, is the miftake mentioned

at firft, of two tea fpoonfuls only being given for a

dofe. Now a tea fpoonful, containing about a

fourth or a fifth part of the contents of a table

fpoon, the do(e then given, was very nearly the

fame as that which had before been taken of the

infufion
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infufion of the green leaves, and it produced pre-

cisely the fame effe&s for it increafed the urinary

difcharge, without exciting the violent vomiting.

Letter from Doctor Johnstone, Phyfician, in

Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

THE following cafes are fele#ed

from many others in which I have given the Digi-

talis purpurea; and from repeated experience of its

fficacy

commend it as an

managed, a fafe me

I can re-

ene&ual, and when properly

I am, Sec-

Birmingham, May 26, E. JOHNSTONE.

March 8th, I783, I was called to attend Mr.
G , a gentleman of a robuft habit, who had led

a regular and temperate life, JEt. 68. He was

affeded with great difficulty of refpiration, and cough
particularly troublefome on attempting to lie down,
eedematous fwellings of the legs and thighs, abdo-

men tenfc and fore on being preffed, pain ftriking

om the pit of the ftomach

food, which he
fpeciaily

up ; water

^>
red, paffed with difficulty and

fmall
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fixiall quantity ; body coftive ; pulfe natural ; face

much emaciated, eyes yellow and deprefied. Ke
had been fubje<5i to cough and difficulty of breathing

in the winter for feveral years; and about four

years before this time, after being expofed to cold,

was fuddenly deprived of his fpeech and the ufe of

the right fide, which he recovered as the warm wea-

ther came on ; but fince that time had been remark-

ably coftive, and was in every refpeft much debili-

tated. He firft perceived his legs fwell about a year

ago ; by the ufe of medicines and exercife, the

fwellings fubfided during the fummer, but returned

on the approach of winter, and gradually increafed

to the ftate in which I found them, notwithfland-

ing he had ufed different preparations of fquills and

a <nreat variety of other diuretic medicines. I

ordered the following mixture.

1

R. Foliorum Digitalis purpur. recent. 5m. deco-

que ex aq. fontan. |xii ad |vi colaturae adde

Tinftur. aromatic.

Syr. zinzib. aa %\. in. capt. cochl. duo larga fe-

cunda quaque hora ad quartam vicem nifi

prius naufea fupervenerit.

March 9th. He took four dofes of the mixture

without being in the leaft fick, and made, during

the night upwards of two quarts of natural coloured

water.

loth.
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*

loth. Took the remainder of the mixture yefter-

day afternoon and evening, and was fick for a fhort

time, but made nearly the fame quantity of

as before, the fwellings are confiderably dimin
his appetite increafed, but he is Hill coftive.

.fhed

R. Argent, viv. balfam pemv. aa 3fs tere ad ex-

tindionem mere, et adde gum. amnion.

3iii aloes focotorin. 3fs rad. fcil. recent. 3fs

fyr. fimpl. q. f. f. mafs. in pil. xxxii divid.

cap. iii. bis in die.

14th. Continues to make water freely. The
fwellings of his legs have gradually decreafed ; fore-

nefs and tenfion of the abdomen confiderably lefs.

~ Omittant. pil. cap.miftur. c. decoct. Digitalis, fee.

3tia quaque hora ad 3tiam vicem.

15th. Made a pint and a half of water laft night,

without being in the leaft fick, and is in every
refped confiderably better. Repet. Pillul. ut
antea.

21ft. Makes water as ufual when in health, and
the fwellings are entirely gone.

Infus. amar. Iv. tindur. 1

rit vitriol, dulc. 5H. fyr. ;

cochl. iii. larg. ter in die.

m

He foon gained fufficient ftreneth to enable him
nd returned home in much

health
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health than he had been from the time he was
affe&ed with the paralytic ftroke, and excepting
fome return of his afthmatic complaint in the vvin-

hatl

CASE II.

R Howgate, a man much addicted to intem-
perance, particularly in the ufe of fpirituous liquors,

JEt. 60, was admitted into the Hofpital near
Birmingham, May 17, 1783. He complained of
difficulty of breathing, attended with cough, parti-

cularly troublefome on lying down ; drowfinefs and
frequent dozing, from which he was roufed by
ftartings, accompanied with great anxiety and op-
preffion about the breaft ; cedematous fvvellings of
the legs; conftant defire to make water, which
\ie paffed with difficulty, and only by drops ; pulfe

weak and irregular ; body rather coftive ; face much

ter in die.*

appetite for food.—Cap. p

May 20th. The pills have had no effecl.—Cap.

miftur. c.
*f*

Decoct.. Digital. Sec. cochl.ii. larg. 3tia

quaque hora, ad 3tiam vicem.

May 21ft. Made near two quarts of water in the

night, without being in the leafl fick. He contiued

the

R. Radfcil. recent, fapon. caftiliens. putv. Rhei opt. aa. gi.

ol. junip. gutt. xvi. fyr. balf. q. s. f. roafs. in pil. xxiv. divid.

+ Prepared in the fame manner as in the former cafe.
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the ufe of the mixture three times in the day till

the 30th, and made about three pints of water daily,

by which means the fwellings were entirely taken

away ; and his other complaints fo much relieved,

that on the 6th of June he was difmiffed free from

But returning tocomplaint, except a flight cough.

his old courfe of life, he hath had frequent attacks

of his diforder, which have been always removed by

ufing the Digitalis.

Extract: of a letter from Mr. Lyon, Surgeon,

at Tarnworth.

-Mr 54 years of age, h

eafe a dropfy of the abdomen, attended with

anafarcous fwellings of the limbs, &c. brought on by

exceffive drinking. I believe the firft fymptoms of

the difeafe appeared the beginning of November,

1776 ; the medicines he took before you faw him,

were fquills in different forms, fal diureticus and

calomel, but without any good effecl ; he begun the

Digitalis on the loth ofJuly 1777 ; a ^ew dofes of

it caufed a giddinefs in the head, and almofl de-

prived him of fight, with very great naufea, but

very little vomiting, after which a confiderable flow of
m . _ m

ryfh
remaine

: membr a

weak

pofa

ith a fluttering pulfe at the rate of 150 or

y 160 in a minute ; he kept pretty free

er for upwards of twelve months ; it then

colled-



from CORRESPONDENTS. 143

collected, and neither the Digitalis nor any other

medicine would carry it off. 1 tapped him the 2d

of Auguft 1779 in the ufual place, and took fome

gallons of water from him, but he very foon filled

again, and as he had a very large rupture, a conf:-

derable quantity of the water lodged in the fcrotum,

and could not be got away by tapping in the ufual

place. I therefore (on the 28th of the fame month)

made an incifion into the lower part of the fcrotum,

and drained off all the water that way, but he was

fo very much reduced, that he died the 8th or 9th

of September following, which was about two years

and two months after he firft begun the Digitalis.

a

fome perfectly recovered by the Digitalis, fince you

attended Mr. Moggs, but as I did not take any notes

or make any memorandums of them, cannot give

vmi anv of them.

Communications from Dr. Stokes, Phyfician,

in Stourbridge.

Dear Sir,

I ACCEPT with pleafure your

invitation to communicate what I know refpeding

the properties of Digitalis ; and if an account of

what others had difcovered before you,* with a de-

tail

* See this account in the Introduction,
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f my own experience, {hall be allowed the

merit

kind to make

you h

I fhall confider my time as well employed- A know-

ledge of what has been already done is the beft

ground work of future experiment ; on which ac-

count I have been the more full on this fubjetf;, in

hopes that given with the cautions which you mean

to lay down in the cure of dropfies, it may prove

alike ufeful in that of other difeafes, one of which

Hands foremoft among the opprobria of medicine-

CASE I.

Mrs. M . Orthopnea, pain, and exceffive

oppreffion at the bottom of the fternum. Pulfe
-

irreguiar, with frequent intermiffions. Appetite

very much impaired. Legs anafarcous.

Empl. vejicator. peBori dolent.

Infuf. Digital, e 5m. ad. aq. &e. %vist. cochl.j. 0.

h. donee naufea excitetur vel diurejis Jatis copi-

ofa proveniat.

I ordered it of the above ftrength, and to be re-

peated often, on account of the great emergency of

the cafe, but the naufea excited by the fiift dofe pre-

vented its being given at fuchfhort intervals. A 3d
dofe I found had been given, which was followed by
vomitings. All her complaints gradually abated,

but
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but in about a fortnight recurred, notwithftanding

the ufe of infuf. amar. &c.

Dec. 2. In/us. Digit, e. lifs ad aq. be. %viii. cochl.

ii, horis &c u. a.

Complaints gradually abated, fwellings of the

legs nearly gone down.

About a month afterwards you was de fired to vifit

this patient.*

For reafons afligned at p. ioo, I did not intend to introduce

any cafe, occuring under my own inspection, in the courfe of the

prefent year ; but it may be fatisfa&ory to continue the hiftory of

narrative

>i*
piete.

5

CASE.
Jan. 5th. Mrs. M , JEt. 4S. Hydrothorax and anafar-

cous legs, of eight months duration. She had taken jallap, fquill,

fait of tartar, and various other medicines. I found her in a very

reduced flate, and
ThPulv. Digital, to be given night and morning,

days encreafed the fecretion of urine, removed her difficulty of

breathing, and reduced the fwelling of her legs, without any dif-

turbance to her fyftena.

Thre

and arms, removing to her head, fhe died.

k*1

ur. stokes had an opportunity or cxamini

«nd I had the fatisfaclion to learn from him

dead body,

there

3pp*ar 1 Ul U41W Vl*Vf#*j»

K 0n
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On the examination of the body I noticed, among
others, the following appearances.

About ^ 02. of bloody water flowed out, on ele-

Vating the upper half of the fcull, and a fmall quan-

tity alio was found at the bafe. -

V

Brain. Blood-veflels turgid with blood, and

many of thofeof confiderable fize diflended with air.

A very flight watery effufion between the Pia Ma-
ter and Tunica aracknoidea. About \ 02. of watery

fluid in the lateral ventricles.

Thorax. In the left cavity about 4 oz. of bloody

ferum; intherightbut little. Lungs, the hinder parts

loaded with blood. Adhefions of each lobe to the

pleura. Pericardium containing but a very fmall

quantity of fluid. Heart containing no coagula of

blood. Valves of the Aorta of a cartilaginous texture,

as if beginning to ofiiiy.

Abdominal Vljcera natural, and a profufion of Fat

under the integuments of the abdomen and thorax*

in the former to the thicknefs of an inch and up-

wards, and in very confiderable quantity on the

uiefentery, omentum, kidneys, Sec.

Obs. The intermitting pulfe. ihould feem to have

teen owing to eiiiiCons of water in fomeof the cavi-

ties of the breair, as it difappeared on the removal
•

- ihe waters.

CASE
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CASE II.

Mrs- C of K , JEt. 80. Orthopnea,
with fenfe of oppreffion about the proecordia. Un-
able to lie down in bed for fome nights paft. Ana-
farca of the lower extremities. Urine very fcanty.

Complaints of fix weeks Handing. Had taken JaL
diurct. c. ol. junip.—Calomx. jalap, et gambog.—Et cU

jump. c. ol. Terebinth, without effect.

Feb. 7. fafuf* Digital, e. $iii. ad aq. he. tpiii*

cochL ii. 4?» horis. Ordered to drink largely of in-

fus. baccar. junip. The third dofe produced great

naufea which continued ten hours, during which

time the urine made was about a quart. The next

day her apothecary directed her to begin again with

it. The fecond dofe produced vomiting. During

the next twenty hours (he made two quarts of water*

about four times as much as fiie drank.

From this time (he took no more of the infus. Di-

gital, but continued the inf. lace, junip. until about

March 2d, when all the fwellings were gone down,

her refpiration perfedtly free, and file herfelf quite

reftored to her former ftate of health. On the 29th

fhe had an attack of jaundice which was fome time

after removed ; fince which flie has enjoyed a good

ftate of health, excepting that for fome little time

paft her ancles have been nightly cedematous, which

will I truft foon yield to ftrengthening medicines.

K 1 CASE
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»CASE III.

Mrs. M G , JEt. 64. Has had fore legs

for thefe thirty-four years paft. Orthopnea. Senfc

. of oppreffion at the praecordia. Pulfe intermitting.

Legs anafarcous. Urine fcanty, high-coloured.

Infus. Digital, c. $ifs ad aq. bull. ^viii. cochl. ii

j^tis horis.

T Urine

a quart during the courfe of the night. The flow

of urine continued, and complaints relieved. Sal.

Mart. c. extr. gent, and afterwards with the addi-

tion of extr. cort. for which laft ingredient {he had a

predilection, confirmed the cure.

On the fame day the next year I was called in to

her for a Cmilar train of fymptoms, excepting that

the pulfe was but juft perceptibly irregular.

Infus. Digital, u. a. prajcript.

Th ded

dojh tj it were given after a navft

excited, which, with occafional vomitings, b
exceedingly oppreffive. A faline draught,

in Dr. Hulme's m^thnrf. a rfraucrhf-

given

lime s method, a draught Jal. c. e. gr,

xii. c. conf. card. gr. x. produced no immediate

effect,, but the nauiea gradually abating, inf. bacc,

junip. was ordered ; but this appeared to augment it.

anid
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.1 Jal. c. c. conf.

ep coming on, I

removed the unpleafant fymptoms and myrrh. c.Jal.

rart. completed the cure. During the ufe of the

above medicines, the urine was augmented, and the

pulmonary complaints removed, even before the nau-
fea left her; and the fores of her legs which were much
inflamed before fhe began with the infuf. Digital,

in a day's time afTumed a much healthier appear-

ance, and on her other complaints going off, they

fhewed a greater tendency to heal than (he had
ever obferved in them for twenty years before. This
inflance is a very pleafing confirmation of the ex-

perience of Hulfe and Dr. Baylies, and of the ad-

vantage to be derived from a me
while it helps to heal the ulcers, removes that from

the conftitution which often renders the healing of

them improper.

In one cafe in which I ordered it, the infufion,

inftead of digefting three hours as I had dire&ed,

was fuffered to (land upon the leaves all night. The
confequence was that the firft dofe produced confi-

derable naufea.

The two following cafes, with which I have been

favoured by a phyfician very juftly eminent, con-

vince me of the neceflity there is that every one who

difcovers a new medicine, or new virtues in an old

one, iliould, in announcing fuch difcoveries, publifh

to the world the exacl manner in which he exhi-

K 3
bits
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bits fuch medicines, with all the precautions

fary to obtain the promifed fuccefs.

In thefe (fays my correfpondent) " the infufion

was given in fmall dofes, repeated every hour or

two, till a naufea was raifed, when it was omit-

V ted for a day or perhaps two, and then repeated
i; in the fame manner."

t*

it

t: An Ascites emptied by it, but filled again

*' very fpeedily, though its ufe was never dijeonti-

4; nxicd, and who afterwards found no falutary ef-

*' feds from it. Ended fatally.
M

ft

*t

" In an Anasarca it fometimes increafed the

quantity of urine, and abated the fwelling, but

which as often returned in as great a degree as
11

before, though the medicine wasjiill given, and al-

" ways increafed in quantity fo as to excite naufea.

M Ended fatally."

t;
I u found

very little difference in the fuccefs attend

May we not be allowed to conjecture that theineffi-
czcy of its ccniinuedufe is owing to its narcotic pro-
perty gradually diminifhing the irritability of the

mufcular fibres of the abforbents, or poffibly of the

whole vafcular fyftem, and thus adding to that

weakened aclion which feems to be the caufe of the

generality of dropfies, which leads us to caution
the medical experimenter againft trying it, at leaf!
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again/l its continued uje
%

even in Jmall dofcs, in other

difeafes of diminiflied energy, as continued fever,

palfy, &lc.

I remain with the greateft truth,

Your obliged and afFe£lionate friend,

Stourbridge, JONATHAN STOKES
May 17, 1785.

THE three following Hofpital Cafes, which

Dr. Stokes had an opportunity ofobfery-

ing, are related as inftances of bad prac-

tice, and tend to demonftrate how necef-

fary it is when one phyfician adopts the

medicine of another, that he fhouid alfo

at firfl rigidly adopt his method.

CASE I.

Efther K , ^t. 33. General anafarca,

afcites, and dyfpnoea, of feven months duration.

Decott. t Digit. 3u'.
c. aq. M. coquend. ad ftfs. cap.

l'i. idis. horis. ift Day. 4th dofe made her fick.

2d Day. The firft dofe fhe took to-day produced

vomiting.

3d Day.
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3d Day. Minuatur dojis ad %fs. This flayed upon

her ftomach, but produced an almofl conftant fick-

nefs. Stools more frequent, water fcarce fenfibly

increafed ; and her fwellines not at all reduced.

4th Day. Cap. Calomel, gambog. Jcill. &c.

Obs. Sufficient time was not allowed to obferve

its effe&s, neither was the patient enjoined the free

ufe of diluents. The difeafe terminated fatally.

CASE II.

William T —
> JEt. 42. Afcites, with cough

and dyfpnoea. Abdomen very much diftended.

The reft of his body highly emaciated. Urine thick,

high coloured, and in very fmall quantity.

DecoH Digit, (u. in EJlher K- .) 4th horis.

lft Day of taking it. The 4th dofe produced

Ccknefs.

2d. Vomiting after the fecond dofe.

loth. Urine increafed to 16vL

nth. Flow of urine continues. Abdomen quite

flaccid

.

12th. Ab-
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12th. Abdomen not diminifhed.

15th. A fmart purging came on, and the flow of

urine diminiihed.

23d, Belly much bound. Took a cathart. pow-

der, which was followed by a diminution of the

abdomen.

29th. To take a cathart. powder every 4th morn-

ing, continuing the decodt. Digit.

3 2d. Urine exceedingly fcanty.
,

35th. Vin.JcilL $fs. o. m. &c. This produced

diuretic effe&s.

44th. Tapped. Terminated fatally.

Obs. Here the medicine was continued till it ceafed

to produce diuretic effects ; and thefe effe<fts were not

aided by any ftrengthening remedies.

c A S E III

Georee R Mt. 5 Af« g

farca, and dyfpnce;*. H

after the other

difficulty

Infuf.
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InfuJ. Digital, tyiifs. ad. aq. fc/i. cap. |i. alttm.

horis donee naujeam excitaverit* Rep. ^tiis die-

bus, tempore intermedio cap. Jol. guaic. |t. ter in

die ex inf. finap.

lft Day of taking it. Became fickifh towards

night.

2d Day* Made a great quantity of water during

the night, and fpat up a great deal of watery phlegm.

The firft dofe he took in the morning has produced

a ficknefe which has continued all day, but he has

never vomited.

3d- Day. The change in his appearance fo great

as to make it difficult to conceive him to be the

fame perfon. Inftead of a large corpulent man, he

appeared tall, thin, and rather aged. Breathes

freely, and can walk up and down {lairs without in-

convenience.

4th Day. Decoct, bacc.junip. and cyderfor common

drink

6th Day. A fecond courfe of his medicine pro

duced a flow of urine almoftas plentiful as the for

mer, though he drank little or nothing at the time

In a day or two after he walked to fome diftance.

12th Day. Pot. purgans illico.

J4th Day. Pot. purg. c. jalap. 3/5. ^tis diebus.

InfuJ. Dig. ztiis diebus.

i 7thD AY.
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1 7th Day. R. Gamb. gr. Hi. calom. gr. ii. camph.

5 r. i.fyr.fimpl.fiatpiL 0. n.fum.
/* S* w-^ • • t • • • •

InfuJ. Digit. %tiis did us.

2lft Day. Made an out-patient. The fuper-

abundant flow of urine continued for the firft three

days after his laft courfe ; but fincc, the flow of fa-

liva has been nearly equal to that of urine.

The fmalls of his legs not q
fuller at mgjht. He has fhrunk round the middh

from four feet two inches to three feet fix inches

and in the calves of his legs, from feventeen inche

to thirteen and a half.*

Oes.The waters were here very fuccefsfully]evacu-

ated, but as you remarked to me, on communicat-

ing the cafe to you at the time, tonic medicines

fhould have 1

had been gai:

by draftic pu

to fecond the ground that

of weakening the patient

* In the three laft recited cafes, the medicine was directed in

dofes quite too ftrong, and repeated too frequently. If Either

K could have furvived the extreme ficknefs, the diuretic

effe&s would probably have taken place, and, from her time of

Hfe
f I ftiould have expected a recovery. Wm. T feems to

have been a bad cafe, and I think would not haw been cared un-

der any management. G. R certainly poiTeffed a good con-

stitution, or he mull have fhared the fate of the other two.

A CASE
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A C A S E from Mr. Shaw, Surgeon, at

Stourbridge.— Communicated by"Doctor

Stokes,

Matth. D , Ex. 71. Tall and thin. Difeafe a

general anafarca, with great difficulty of breathing.

The lac ammoniac, fomewhat relieved his breath ;

but the fwellin^s increafed, and his urine was not

augmented. I confidered it as a loft cafe, but hav-

ing feen the good effeds of the Digitalis, as ordered

by Dr. Stokes in the cafe of Mrs. G , I gave

him one fpoonful of an infufion of 511. to half a pint,

twice a day. His breath became much eafier, his

urine increafed confiderably, and the fwellings gra-

dually difappeared; fince which his health has been

pretty good, except that about three weeks ago, he

had a flight dyfpncea, with pain in his ftomach,

which were foon removed by a repetition of the

fame medicine.
*

.

Mr. Shaw likewife informs me, that he has re-

moved pains in the ftomach and bowels, by giving

a fpoonful of the infufion, 5ifs« to |viii- morning

and night.

A Letter
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A Letter from Mr. Vaux, Surgeon, in

Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

I SEND you the two following cafes,

wherein the Digitalis had very powerful and fen-

£hle effedis, in the cure of the different patients.

CASE I.

Mrs. O of L- — ftreet, in this town,

aged 28, naturally of a thin, fpare habit, and her

family inclinable to phthifis, fent for me on the l ithof

June, 1779, at which time fhe complained of great

pain in her fide, a conftant cough, expe&orated

much, which funk in water; had colliquative fweats

and frequent purging {tools; the Iowrer extremities

! and belly full of water, and from the great difficulty

£he had in breathing, I concluded there was water

in the cheft alfo. The quantity of water made at a

time for three weeksbefore I fawher, never amount-

ed to more than a tea-cup full, frequently not fo

much. Finding her in fo alarming a fituation, I gave

it as my opinion me could receive no benefit from

medicine, and requefted her not to take any ; but

me being very defirous of my ordering her fome-

thing, I complied, and fent her a box ofgum pills

with fquills, and a mixture with fait, of tartar: thefe

medicines fhe took until the fixteenth, without any

good effeds : the water in her legs now began to ex-

fude
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fude through the {kin, and a fmall blifter on one of

her legs broke. Believing {he could not exift much

longer, unlefs an evacuation of the water could be

procured ; after fully iuforming her of her fituation,

and the uncertainty of her furviving the ufe of the

medicine, I ventured to propofe her taking the Di-

gitalis, which Hie chearfully agreed to. I accor-

frefh

made as under, of

Three drams in-

fufed in one pint of boiling water, when cold {brain-

ed off, without preffing the leaves, and two ounces

of the ftrong juniper water added to it : of this

mixture Ihe was ordered four table fpoonfulis every

third hour, till it either made her fkk, purged her,

or had a fenfiole effecl on the kidneys. This mix-

ture was fent on the feventeenth, and fhe began

taking it at noon on the eighteenth. At one o'clock

the following morning I was called up, and in-

formed ihe was dying. I immediately attended

her, and was agreeably furprifed to find their fright

arofe from her having fainted, in confequence of the

fudden lofs of twelve quarts of water fhe had made
in about two hours. I immediately applied a roller

round her belly, and, as foon as they could be made, 2

others, which were carried from the toes quite up the

thighs. The relief afforded by thefe was immediate;

but the medicine now beejan to affeft her ftomach fo

fli

I

ihe

A neutral draught

pt it on her ftomach but a very ftiort

taken to no good purpofe : She therefore

the
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day

beef tea, and took no other medicine for fi

P
blifter which had the defired effeft : her urine after

the firft day flowed naturally. Her cure was com-
pleated by the gum pills with fteel and the bitter

infufion. It muft be obferved (he never had any
colle&ion of water afterwards.

It affords me great pleafure to inform you thai

fhe is now living, and has fince had four children ;

all of whom, I think I may juftly fay, are indebted

to the Digitalis for their exiftence.

There appears in this cafe a ftriking proof of the

utility of emetics m iome kinds of confumptions, as

it appears to me the clropfy was brought on by the

cough, &c. and I believe thefe were cured by the

continual vomitings, occafioned by the medicine.

1

CASE II.

Mr. H , a publican, aged about 48 years*

fent for me in March, 1778. He complained of a

cough, (hoitnefs of breathing, which prevented him

from laying down in bed ; his belly, thighs and legs

very much diftended with water ; the quantity of

urine made at a time feldom exceeded a fpoonful,

I requefled him to get fome of the Digitalis, and as

they had no proper weights in the houfe, I told them

to put as much of the frefh leaves as would weigh

down a guinea, into half a pint of boiling water ;

to
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to let it {land till cold, then to pour off the clear li-

quor, and add a glafs of gin to it, and to take three

table fpoonfuls every third hour, until it had fome

fenfible effe& unon him.

Before he had taken all the infufion, the quan-

tity of urine made increafed, (he therefore left off

taking it), and it continued to do fo until all the

water was evacuated. His breathing became much

better, his cough abated, though it never quite left

him ; he being for fome time before afthmatic.

By taking fome tonic pills he continued quite well

until the next fpringi when he had a return of his

complaint, which was carried off by the fame means.

Two years after, he had a third attack, and this al-

io gave way to the medicine. Laft year he died of

a pleurify.

I am, See.

Moor-Street, 8th May, JER. VAUX
1785.

P. S, You muff

F .—It was " a general dropfy—every

fhe
1 •

harge of urine came
" increafed afterwards, and the whole of the water
4t both in the belly, leg?, Sec. was perfectly evacuated.
" Although the effedls were only temporary, they

her time much more comfortabl

LIII.)

patient, mak

A
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A Letter from Mr. Wainwright, Surgeon,
in Dudley.

Dear Sir,

I T gives me great pleafure to

find you intend to publifh your obfervations on

the Digitalis purpurea.

Several years are now elapfed fince you commu-
nicated to me the high opinion you entertained of

the diuretic qualities of this noble plant. To enfure

fuccefs, due attention was recommended to its pre-

partition, its dofe y and its cffc£l$ upon the fyflem.

I always gave the infufion of the dried leaves

;

the dofe the fame as in the prefcriptions returned.

If the medicine operated on the ftomach or bowels,

it was thought prudent to forbear. When the kid-

neys began to perform their proper funrfiions, and

the urine to be difcharged, a continuance of its far-

ther ufe was unneceffary.

Thefe remarks you made in the cafe of the firfl;

patient for whom you prescribed the Digitalis in our

neighbourhood, and I have found them all necef-

fary at this prefent period. From the decidedgood effecls

that followed from its ufe, in thofe cafes where the

mod powerful remedies had failed, I was foon con-

vinced it was a moft valuable addition to the materia

medica. ,t-,

L The
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Th
defiderata of medicine. The Dig

doubtedly at the head of that clafs, and will feld

if properly admin iftered, difappoint the expe&at

I can foe

qual

pra6tice, been a happy witnefs to its good

For feveral years, I have given the infufion iml

a variety of cafes, where there was a deficiency

in the fecretion of the urine, with the greateft flic*

cefs. In recent obftrutHons, I do not recollect

many failures. In anafarcous difeafes, and in the

anafarca, when combined with the afcites ; in fwel-

' lings of the limbs, and in difeafes of the cheft, when
there was the greateft reafon to believe an accu-

mulation of ferum, the moft beneficial confe-

quences have followed from its ufe.

Had I been earlier acquainted with your inten-

tion to publifh an account of the Digitalis, I could

have tranfmitted fome cafes, which might have

ferved to corroborate thefe afiertions : but I am
convinced the Digitalis needs not'my affiftance to

procure a favorable reception. Its own merit will

enfure fuccefs, more than a hundred recited cafes*

«I could wifh thofe gentlemen who intend to make
ufe of this plant, to collect it in a hot dry day, when
the petals fall, an 1 the feed-^effels begin to fwelU

TI.e
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The leaves kept to the fecond year are weaker,

and their diuretic qualities much diminifhed. It

will therefore be neceffary to gather the plant frefh

every feafon.

Thefe cautions are unnecefiary to the accurate

botanift, who well knows, that a plant in the fpring >

though more fucculent and full of juices, is deftitute

of thofe qualities which may be expe&ed when that

plant has attained its full vigour, and the feed-

veflels begin to be njanifeft. But for want of atten-

tion to thefe particulars, its virtues may be thought

exaggerated, or doubtful, if beneficial confequences

do not always flow from its ufe. There are difeafes

it cannot cure ; and in feveral of thofe patients in

this town, who firft took the Digitalis by your

orders, there was the moft pofitive proof of the

vifcera being unfound. In thefe defperate cafes

it often procured a plentiful flow of urine, and

palliated a difeafe which mecine could not re-

move.

At a remote diflance, phyficians are feldom ap-

plied to for advice in trifling diforders. Many

remedies have been tried without relief, and the

difeafe is generally obftinate or confirmed.

It would not be fair to try the merits of the Di-

gitalis in this fcale. It might often fail of promot-

ing the end defired. I flatter myfelf the reputation

of this plant will be equal to its merit, and that it

meet with a candid

13
Ac

^ J
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As there is no pieafure equal to relieving the mi-

feries and diftreffes of our fellow-creatures, I hope

you will long enjoy that peculiar felicity.

Permit me to return my thankful acknowledg-

ments, for your free communication of a medicine,

by which means, through the bleffing of providence,

I have been enabled to reflore health and happinefs

to many miferable objeds.

I am', <kc

Yours,

Dudley, April 26th,

*7 85-

J. WAINWRIGHT

CASE of Mr. Ward, Surgeon, in

Birmingham. Related by himfelf.

ulty

September, 1782, I &
oppreffion

m
the night. My
in quantity ; my

my

the fligheft exercife. I tried the medicines moll

nerally recommended, fuch as emetics, blifters,

ammoniacum, oxymel of fquills, &c.

advifed me to try

d Dr. With
f.

but finding

erin?. who

preienpt

R, Fol
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R. Fol. Digital, purp. ficcat. 5ifs.

Aq. bullientis §iv.

Aq. cinn. fp. §fs. digere per horas quatuor,

ct colaturae capiat cochlear, i. node maneque.

He alfo defired me to take fifty drops of tinaure

of cantharides three or four times a day.

*

After taking eight ounces of the infufion, and

about twelve drams of the drops, I was perfe&ly

cured, and have had no return fince. The medi-

cine did not occafion fkknefs or vertigo, nor had

they
ntity

and rendering the tongue clean. After the laft do ft

or two indeed, I had a little naufea, which was im

mediately removed by a fmall glafs of brandy.

,

Birmingham, iftjuly, 1785.

Communications from Mr. Yonge, Surgeon

Shiffnall, Shropfhir

Dear Sir,

I H A V E great fatisfadtioi

complying with your juft claim, by tranfcribing

lines of the fubfequent cafes, for infertion in your 1

requeued trad on the Digitalis purpurea. The

firft of thefe you will eafily recoiled, the curesha

been conduaedimmediatelyunderyour
ownm;

L * me i
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ment, and the whole may add to that weight of evi-

dence which long experience enables you to ad-

duce of the efficacy of that valuable medicine. I

have recited the only inftances of its failure which

but many other, though fuccefsful

ein its utility might feem dubious, and

ounts received from people whofe accu-

be fufpe&ed, I lhall not for obvious rea-

i

me

faus trouble you with

I am, dear Sir,

Your obliged friend,

.Shiffnall, WILLIAM YONGE.
May l, 1785.

CASE I.

A Gentleman aged 49, on the night of the

2ift of Auguft, 1784, awaked with a fenfe of fuffo-

cation, which obliged him to rife up fuddenly in

bed. I found him complaining of difficult refpi-

ration, particularly on lying down ; the counte-

nance pale, and the pulfe fmaller and quicker than

ufual. Some brandy and water having been given,

the fymptoms gradually abated, fo that he flept in a

half recumbent pofture. The following day he

expreffed a fenfe of anxiety and weight in the cheft,

attended by quicker breathing upon motion of the

body. That evening an emetic of ipecacohana was

given, and afterwards a draught, with vitriolic Ether

and
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and confecft. card, aa 5ito be repeated as the fymp-
toras (liould require it. He continued to be affect-

ed with (lighter returns of the dyfphoea at irregular

intervals, until September 15th, when upon a more
fevere attack^ the emetic was repeated. He now
recollected fome flight pain in his arms which had

affe&ed him previous to this laft feizure, and was

difpofed to confider his complaint as rheumatic.

Pilis with gum ammoniac, gum guaiac and antimo-

nial powder were directed, with infuf. amar. fimpL

twice a day. The bowels were regulated by ape-

rient pills of pulv. jalap, aloes and fal. tartar, and

3ifs baifamperuv. was given occafionallyto alleviate

the paroxyfms of dyfpncea. "

-

From this period until the beginning of No-

x'ember, little amendment or variation happened,

except that refpiration became more permanently

difficult, and particularly opprefled upon motion,

nor was it relieved by the expectoration of a mu-

cous difcharge, which now increafed confiderably.

Squills, mull:, ol. fuccini, aether, with other me-

fed

fuccefs. The effects of opium

were tried. The appetite diminifhed, and his

fleep became ftiort and difturbed. He fometimes

flept lying upon his back, but generally upon his

left fide. The urine which had hitherto been of

d colour, and fufficient quantity, now t>

linimed. and lateritious ; and the ancles

matous.
.O
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On the 15th of November a blifter was laid over

the fternum, and sifs of oxymel f cillitic. was given

every eight hours.

On the 18th, a more copious difcharge of urine

took place ; the fwelling of the feet foon difap-

peared, and the refpiration became gradually re-

lieved.

On the 30th 5i tindl. cantharidum twice a day in

pyrmont water, with pills of ammoniac, fal tartar.

et extract, gentian, were fubftituted, but

On the 7th of December, from fome fymptoms
of relapfe, the oxymel was ufed as before, and con-

tinued to be taken until the 27th, in dofes as large

as could be difpenfed with on account of the great

naufea which attended 'its exhibition: The urine

was made in the quantity of four or five pints each

day, during the whole time ; the quantity then

drank being feldom more than three pints. But
now the ficknefs being exceedingly depreffing, the

flrength failing, and the diuretic effeds beginning

to ceafe, the following prefcription was dire&ed.

R. Fol. Digitalis purpur. pulv. £fs.

Spec, Aromatic. 91. fp. lav. c. f. pilul. no. x.

capiat i. no#e maneque, etalternis diebus fenfim au-

geatur dofin.

In three days the effect of this medicine became
vifible, and when the dofe of the Digitalis had been

. increafed
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increafed to fix grains per day, the flow of urine

generally amounted to feven pints every twenty-

four hours. Not the leaft ficknefs, nor any other

difagreeable fymptom fupervened, though he per-

fevered in this plan until the end of January at

which time the dyfpncea was removed, and he has

continued gradually to regain his flefh, ftrength,

and appetite, without any relapfe.

CASE 11.

About the middle ofthe year 1784 a ladyaged 48,

returned from London, to her native air in Shrop-

(hire, under fymptoms of complicated difeafe. It

was your opinion that the plethoric ftate, confe-

quent to that period, when menftruation firfl begins

to ceafe, had under various appearances, laid the

foundation of that deplorable ftate which now pre-

fented itfelf. The flan was univerfally of a pale,

leaden colour ; her perfon much emaciated, and her

ftrength fo reduced, as to difable her from walking

without fupport. The appetite fluctuating, the di-

geftion impaired fo much, that folids pafled the

inteftines with little appearance of folution : She

had generally eight or ten alvine evacuations every

day, and without this number, febrile fymptoms,

attended with fevere vertiginous affedion, and

vomiting regularly enfued. The (tools were of a

pale alh colour. The urine generally pale and at

firft in due quantity. The region of the ftomach



170 COMMUNICATIONS.

had a tenfe feel, without forenefs : the feet and

ancles cedematous, her fleep was uncertain : the

pulfe varying between 94 and 100, and feeble,

except upon the approach of the menftrual periods,

which were now only marked by its increafed

flrength, and exacerbation of other febrile fymp-

toms. Emetics, faline medicines, and gentle ape-

rients were neceffary to alleviate thefe. Six grains

of ipecac, operated with fufficient power, and half

a grain of calomei would have purged with great

violence.

From the time of her arrival till the middle of

Augujl, mercury had been continued in various

forms, and in dofes fuch as the irritable ftate of her

flomach and bowels would admit of. Spirit, nitn

dulc. ; fal. tartar, fquill, and cantharides were

alternately employed as diuretics, but without fuc-

cefs, to retard the progrefs of an univerfal anafarca,

which was then advanced to fuch degree and accom-

panied by fo great debility, and other dreadful con-

comitants, as to threaten a fpeedy and fatal cataf-

trophe.

On the 16th of Augujl you firR faw her, and

directed thus.

R. Mercur. cinerei gr. ii.

Fol. Digital, purpur. pu!v# 31. f. mafs. in

pill. no. xvi. dividend.—fumat imam hora meridia-

ana, iterunique hora quinta pomeridiana quotidie*

Capiat
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Capiat lixivii faponac. gutt. L. in baud. jufcuL
fine, fale parati orani nodie.

On the 20th the flow of urine began to in create,

d fhe continued the medicine in the fame doie

lil the 2oth of September, difcharging from fix to

;ht pints of water each day for the firil week, and

ihed as fhe

empty (li

from

after the firil dofe reduced to 2o drops ; and her ap-

petite and ftrength increafed daily, though it was

evident that no bile had yet flowed into the bowels,

nor was the digefuon at all improved. The ana-

farcous appearances being then removed,

talis was omitted, and pills, compofed o

th 3u of vim chalyb

amoved, the Did-O
ipofed of mercur.

reefced twice a day,

:f. amar. fimpl.

Her amendment in other refpe&s proceeded

flowly, but regularly, from that time until the gth

of October; when the ftate of plethora again recur-

ring, with its ufual attendant fymptoms, |iv. of

blood were taken from the arm ; and this was upon

fion, repeated

with mani bo

inflances the colour of the blood, as flowing from

the vein could hardly be called red, and the coagu-

lum was as weak in its cohefion as poffible. The

: of the ftomach and bowels was by this time

.tly improved, in common with ether parts of
ftat

the
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the fyflem; but no intromiffion of bile had yet

happened : the hardnefs about the hypogaflric regi-

on, though lefs, continued in a confiderable de-

gree, and you ordered pills of mercury rubbed

down, and ruft of iron, to be taken twice a day,

with a decoction of dandelion and fa! fodae.

A cataplafm of linfeed was applied every night

over the ftomach and right fide ; and, with little

deviation from this plan, fhe continued to the end

of the year, improving in her general health, but

the hepatic affedion yet remaining. It was then

determined to try the effe6ls of elediricity, and

gentle fhockS were paffed through the body daily,

and as nearly as could be through the liver, in va-

rious directions.

On the fifth day there was reafon to think that

fome gall had been fecreted and poured out, and

this became every day more evident ; but it flowed

only in fmall quantity, and irregularly into the

bowels, as appeared from the faeces being partially

tinged by it.

In February the lady left this neighbourhood, and

though convalefcent, yet fo nearly well as to pro-

mife us the fatisfaclion of feeing her perfe&Iy ref-

tored.

June ig. The bile is nowfecreted in pretty good

quantity, her appetite is perfectly good, her ftrength

equal to almoft any degree of exercife, and her

health
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health in general better than it has been for fome

years

CASE III.

• ' Mr. W- , aged — . In June, 1782, was

afTecled with flight difficulty in refpiration, upon tak-

.ing exercife or lying down in bed. Thefe fymp-

toms increafed gradually until the end of July,

when he complained of fenfe of weight and uneafi-

nefs about the prcecordia ; lofs of appetite ; and

coftivenefs. The urine was fmall in quantity, and

high coloured ; his pulfe feeble, and intermitting

;

he breathed with difficulty when in bed, and flept

little. After the exhibition of an emetic, and an

opening medicine of rhubarb, fena, and fal tartan,

he was directed to take half a dram of fquill pill,

pharm. Edinburg. night and morning, with 3fc fal.

fodae in §ifs. infuf. amar. fimpl. twice a day; and

thefe medicines were continued during ten days,

without any fenfible effect. A blifter was then ap-

plied to the fternum, and fix grains of calomel giv-

en in the evening. The fymptoms were now in-

creafed very confiderably, in every particular ; and

the following infufion was fubftituted for the former

medicines.

R. Fol. Digital, purpur. 5111.

Cort. limon. 31!- infund.

Aq. bullient. fti. per hor. 2 et cola, fumat

cochl. i. primo mane et repet. omni hora.

» Sometime
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Sometime in the night conficierable naufea oc-

curred, and the following day he began to make wa-

ter in great quantity, which he continued to do for

three or four days. The pulfe in a few hours be-

came regular, flower, and ftronger, and, in the

courfe of a week, ail the fymptoms entirely vanilh-

ed, and an electuary of cort. peruvian, fal martis,

and fpec. aromatic, confirmed his cure.

In February, 1784, this gentleman had a relapfe

of his difeafe, from which he again foon recovered

by the fame means, and is now perfectly well.

CASE IV.

1

G A , a hufbandman, aged 57. Was
in the year 1782 affected with a flight, but conftant

pain in his breaft, with difficult refpiration. His

countenance was yellow; the abdomen fwelled, and

hard; his urine high coloured, and in fmall quan-

tity; appetite and deep little. Complained of fre-

quent naufea, and of fudden profufe fweatings,

which feemed for a (hort time to relieve the dyfpncea.

I

After the exhibition of an emetic, fix grains of

calomel were given, with a purge of jalap in the

morning, and repeated in a few days, with fome ap-

pearance of advantage. He was then directed to

take fome pills of fquill, foap, and rhubarb, with a

draught twice a day, confiding of infuf. amar. fimp
n n ri fkl tartan. The (kin fqon became clearer an4

the
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the pain in his breafl confiderably diminifhed. But
cumftance

morea flu&uation in the belly being now
the infuiion of Digitalis as prefcfibed in cafe tl

was given in the dofe of one ounce twice a day

On the 5th day the effects were apparent, andJie

continued his medicine for a fortnight without m -;T
fea, making four or five pints of water every night,

but little in the day, and gradually lofing the fymp-
toms of his difeafe.

In 1784, this perfon had a relapfe, and was again
cured by fimilar treatment.

CASE V.

R H , Aged 43. Towards the end of the

year 1 783, became affected with flight cough and ex-

pectoration of purulent matter. In December his

Qtin became univerfally of a pale yellow colour.

The abdomen was fwelled and hard ; his appetite

little, and he complained of a violent and conftant

palpitation of the heart, which prevented him from
keeping. The urine pale, and in fmall quantity.

* he pulfe exceedingly ftrong, and rebounding ;

beating 1 14 to 120 ftrokes every minute. He fuffer-

ed violent pain of his head, and was very feeble and

emaciated. After bleeding, and the life of gentle

aperient medicines, he continued to take the info-

Con of Digitalis for fome clays, without any fenfible

effect. Other diuretics were tried to as little pur-

pofe
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pofe. Repeated bleeding had no effect, in diminish-

ing the violent a&ion of the heart. He died in

January following, under complicated fymptoms of

phthifis and afcites.

CASE VI.

\ man aged 5 7, who had lived freely in the fum-

YtaL of 1784, became affected with cedematous

fvveiling of his legs, for which he was advifed to

drink Fox Glove Tea. He took a four ounce bafon

of the infufion made ftrong with the green leaves,

every morning for four fucceflive days.

On the 5th he was fuddenly feized with faintnefs

and cold fweatings. I found him with a pale coun-

tenance, complaining of weaknefs, and of pain,

with a fenfe of great heat in his flomach and

bowels. The fwelling of the legs was entirely gone,

he having evacuated urine in very large quantities

for the two preceding days. He was affected with

frequent diarrhoea. The pulfe was very quick and
fmall, and his extremities cold.

A fmall quantity of broth was directed to be given

him every half hour, and biifters were applied

to the ancles, by which his fymptoms became gra-

dually alleviated, and he recovered perfectly in the

fpace of three weeks ; except a relapfe of the ana-

farca, for which the Digitalis was afterwards fuccefs-

fully employed, in fmall dofes, without any difa-

greeable confequence.

CASE
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CASE VIL

S D d

affected in the year eighty-one, with a painful

d
the fhoul

der. In every other particular {he was healthy.

ufe of warm fomentations, and opium, with

>r three dofes of mercurial phyfic, afforded her
The

and the inflammation difappeared, but v

ed by an cedematous fwelling of the part 1

downvery gradually extended along the arm, and

ward to the breaft, back, and belly. Friction,

mercurial ointment wereamongft

numbe
relieve her for the fpace of three months, during

which time fhe continued in good general health.

In November me became afcitic, palling fmall

quantities of urine, and foon afterwards a fudden

dyfpncea gave occafion to fuppofe an effufion of water

in the thorax. The Digitalis, fquills, and cantha-

rides were given in very confiderable dofes without

effedl. She died the latter end of December fol-

1owing

CASE VIII.

\V C , a collier aged 58, was at-

tacked in the fpringof 1783 with a tertian ague,

which he attributed to cold, by fleeping in a coal

M P^
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pit, and from which he recovered in a few day

except a fweliing of the

had appeared about thai

extremities, which

Th
lly

His

creafed for two or three months.

thighs were greatly enlarged and cede

belly was fwelled, but no fluctuation perceptible. He

made fmall quantities of high coloure*

appetite bad, and pulfe feeble. He had taken many

The

d

ffi A
of the Digitalis was directed for him, in the

proportion of one ounce of the frefh leaves to a pint

of water, two ounces to be taken three times a day,

vels became affected. Uponbo

P

opprefs him at intervals f<

mo
three days, during which hepaiTed large qv.

pale urine. The fweliing, aflifted by

bandage rapidly diminiflied, and without any repe-

tition of his medicine, at the expiration of ilxteen

days, he returned to his labour perfectly recovered.

O F

\
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OF THE

PREPARATIONS and DOSES,

OF . THE

O E.

EVERY part of the plant has more or iefs of

the fame bitter tafte, varying, however, as

to flrength, and changing with the age of the plant

and the feafon of the year.

ROO T.—This varies greatly with the age of

the plant. When the Item has (hot up for flower-

ing, which it does the fecond year of its growth,

the root becomes dry, nearly taftelefs, and inert.

Some practitioners, who have ufed the root, and

been fo happy as to cure their patients without ex-

citing ficknefs, have been pleafed to communicate

the circumftance to me as an improvement in the

ufe of the plant. I have no doubt of the truth of

their remarks, and I thank them. But the cafe of

Dr. Cawley puts this matter beyond difpute. The

fad is, they have fortunately happened to ufe the

root in its approach to its inert ftate, and confe-

quently have not over dofed their patients. I could,

M2 «
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if necefTary, bring other proof to fhew that the root

is juft as capable as the leaves, of exciting naufea.

S T E M.—The ftem has more tafte than the root

has, in the feafon the ftem fhoots out, and lefs tafte

than the leaves. I do not know that it has been

particularly feledied for ufe.

LEAVES. — Thefe vary greatly in their effi-

cacy at different feafons of the year, and, perhaps,

at different ftages of their growth ; but I am not

certain that this variation keeps pace with the greater

or leffer intenfity of their bitter tafte.

Some who have been habituated to the ufe of

the recent leaves, tell me, that they anfwer their

purpofe at every feafon of the year; and I believe

them, notwithflanding I myfelf have found very

great variations in this refpedl. The folution of

this difficulty is obvious. They have ufed the leaves

in fuch large proportion, that the dofes have been

fufficient, or more than fufficient, even in their

moft inefficacious ftate. The Lcaf-Jlalks feem, in

their fenfible properties, to partake of an interme-

diate ftate between the leaves and the ftem.

FLOWERS.—The petals, the chives, and the

pointal have nearly the tafte of the leaves, and it

has been fuggefted to me, by a very fenfible and

judicious friend, that it might be well to fix on the

flower for internal ufe. I fee no objection to the

propofition ; but I have not tried it.

SEEDS.
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SEEDS.—Thefelbel

From this view of the different parts of the plant,

it is fufficiently obvious why I ftill continue to pre-

fer the leaves.

Thefe fhould be gathered after the flowering ftern

has fhot up, and about the time that the bloflbms

are coming forth.

The leaf-ftalk and mid-rib of the leaves fhould

be rejected, and the remaining part fhould be dried,

either in the fun-fhine, or on a tin pan or pewter

difh before a fire.

If well dried, they readily rub down to a beauti-

ful green powder, which weighs fomething lefs than

one-fifth of the original weight of the leaves. Care

muft be taken that the leaves be not fcorched in

drying, and they fhould not be dried more than

what is requifite to allow of their being readily re-

duced to powder.

I rive to adults, from one to three grains of this

powder twice a day. In the reduced ftate in which

phyficians generally find dropfical patients, four

grains a day are fufficient. I fometimes give the

powder alone ; fometimes unite it with aromatics,

and fometimes form it into pills with a fufficient

quantity of foap or gum ammoniac.

M3 If
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If a liquid medicine be preferred, I order a dram

of tbefe dned leaves to be infufed for four hours

in half a pint of boding water, adding to the flrained

liquor an ounce of any fpirituous water. One ounce

of this infuCon given twice a day, is a medium dofe

for an aduit patient. If the patient be ftronger than

ufual, or the fymptoms very urgent, this dofe may
be given once in eight hours ; and on the contrary

in many inftances half an ounce at a time will be

quite fuificient, About thirty grams of the powder

or eight ounces of the infufion, may generally be

taken before the naufea commences.

The ingenuity of man has ever been fond of ex-

erting itfelf to vary the forms and combinations of

medicines. Hence we have fpirituous, vinous, and

acetous tinctures ; extracls hard and foft, fyrups

with fugar or honey, &c but the more we multi-

ply the forms of any medicine, the longer we

be in afcertaining its real dofe. I have no h

lha

objection however to any of thefe formulae except

the extrad, which, from

tion muft ever be una s ; and a

medicine whofe fulleft dofe in fubftance does not

exceed three grains, cannot be fuppofed to ftand in

need of condemnation.

It appears from feveralof the cafes, that when the

Digitalis is difpofedto pmge, opium may be joined

with it advantageoufly ; and when the bowels are

too tardy, jalap may be given at the fame time,

without
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without interfering with its diuretic effects ; but I

have not found benefit from any other adjunct.

From this view of the dofes in which the Digi-

iis really ought to be exhibited, and from

many in which it appears to

quantiti

more than necefTary

fafe when given as I advife,

in daily ufe are highly dange

e muft admit

ne is perfectly

the medicines

\

EFFECTS,



,
l84

EFFECTS, RULES, and CAUTIONS

THE Foxglove when given in very large and quick-

ly-repeated dofes, occafions ficknefs, vomiting,

purging, giddinefs, confufed vifion, objects appear-

ing green-or yellow ; increafed fecretion of urine,

with frequent motions to part with it, and fometimes

inability to retain it ; flow pulfe, even as flow as 35
in a minute, cold fweats, convulfions, fyncope,

death.*

When given in a lefs violent manner, it pro-

duces mod of thefe effe&s in a lower degree ; and

it is curious to obferve, that the ficknefs, with a cer-

tain dofe of the medicine, does not take place for ma-

ny hours after its exhibition has been difcontinued

;

that the flow of urine will often precede, fometimes

accompany, frequently follow the ficknefs at the

diftance of fome day.-, and not unfrequently be

checked by it. The ficknefs thus excited, is ex-

tremely different from that occafioned by any other

medicine; it is peculiarly diftrefling to the patient;

it ceafes, it recurs again as violent as before ; and

thus it will continue to recur for three or four days,

at diftant and more diftant intervals

Thefe

I am doubtful whether it does not fometimes excite a copious

Cow oi*.faliva.—See cafes at p^ges 115, 154, and 155*
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Thefe fufFerings of the patient are generally re-

warded by a return of appetite, much greater than

what exifted before the taking of the medicine.

But thefe fufFerings are not at all necefTary ;

they are the effe<5ts of our inexperience, and would

in fimilar circumftances, more or lefs attend the ex-

hibition of almoft every adlive and powerful medi-

cine we ufe.

Perhaps the reader will better underftand how it

ought to be given, from the following detail of my
own improvement, than from precepts peremptori-

ly delivered, and their fource veiled in obfcurity.

At firfl I thought it necefTary to bring on and

continue the Jickncjs, in order to enfure the diuretic

cffe&s.

1 £5

(Tary

frequently, at intervals more

diftant.

Therefore my patients were ordered to perjift

until the naujea came on, and then to Jlop. But it

foon appeared that the diuretic effects would often

take place firft, and fometimes be checked when the

ficknefs or a purging fupervened*

The
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The direction was therefore enlarged thus

—

Con-

tinue the medicine until the urine flows ^ or ficknefs or

purging take place.

I found myfelf fafe under this regulation for two

or three years ; but at length cafes occurred in

which the pulfe would be retarded to an alarming

degree, without any other preceding effe&.

The directions therefore required an additional

attention to the ftate of the pulfe, and it was more-

over of confcquence not to repeat the dofes too

quickly, but to allow fufficient time for the effeds

of each to take place, as it was found very poilible

to pour in an injurious quantity of the medicine,

before any of the fignals for forbearance appeared.

Let the medicine therefore he given in the dofes, and

at the intervals mentioned above:— let it be continued

until it either aSls on the kidneys, thejlomach, thepulfc,

or the bowels; let it be flopped upon thefrjl appearance

of any on* of theft ejfetis, and I will maintain that

the patient will not fuffer from its exhibition, nor
the pra&itioner be difappointed in any reafonablq

expectation.

If it purges, it feldorn fucceeds well.

The patients fhould be enjoined to drink very

freely during its operation. I mean, thev fhouldthey
drink whatever they prefer, and in a§ great

i

tity
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tity as their appetite for drink demands. This di-

rection is the more neceffary, as they are very ge-

nerally prepofleffed with an idea of drying up a

dropfy, by abftinence from liquids, and fear to add

to the difeafe, by indulging their inclination to

drink.

In cafes of afcites and anafarca ; when the pa-

tients are weak, and the evacuation of the water

rapid ; the ufe of proper bandage is indifpenfably

neceffary to their fafety.

If the water fliould not be wholly evacuated,

it is beft to allow an interval of feveral days before

the medicine be repeated, that food and tonics may-

be adminiftered ; but truth compels me to fay, that

the ufual tonic medicines have in thefe cafes very

often deceived my expectations.

From fome cafes which have occurred in the

covirfe of the prefent year, I am difpofed to believe

that the Digitalis may be given in fmall dofes, viz.

two or three grains a day, fo as gradually to remove

a dropfy, without any other than mild diuretic ef-

fect, and without any interruption to its ufe until

the cure be compleated.

If inadvertently die dofes of the Foxglove mould

be prefcribed too largely, exhibited too rapidly, or

urged to too great a length ; the knowledge of a

edy to counteract its effects would

thing.



i88

thing

EFFECTS, Sec.

Such a remedy may perhaps in time b
difcovered. The cordials and

aromatics andgenerally reje&ed from the flomach ;

ftrong bitters are longer retained ; brandy will I

times remove the ficknefs when only flight ; I

fometimes thought fmall dofes of oDium ufefuh

am more confident of the advantage from
Jones (Page 135) in one cafe, found mi

be retained longer than other thing

CON
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CONSTITUTION^ PATIENTS

NDEPENDENTofthe degree of difeafe, or

of the ftrength or age of the patient, I have

had occafion to remark, that there are certain con-

ftitutions favourable, and others unfavourable to

the fuccefs of the Digitalis.

(T

From large experience, and attentive observa-

tion, I am pretty well enabled to decide a priori

upon this matter, and I wiih to enable others to do

the fame : but I feel myfelf hardly equal to the un-

dertaking. The following hints, however, aidin

a degree of experience in others, may lead them

to accomplish what I yet can defcribe but imper-

fedly.

It feldom fucceeds in men of great natural

ftrength, of tenfe fibre, of warm (kin, of florid

complexion, or in thofe with a tight and cordy

pulfe

.

If the belly in afcites be tenfe, hard, and cir-

cumfcribed, or the limbs in anafarca folid and re-

filling, we have but little to hope.

On the contrary, if the pulfe be feeble or inter-

mitting, the countenance pale, the lips livid, the

(kin cold, the fwollen belly foft and Animating, or

the
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ie anafarcous limbs readily pitting under the pref-

ire of the ringer, we may expect the diuretic ef-

:&s to follow in a kindly manner.

In cafes which foil every attempt at relief, I have

been aiming, for fome time paft, to make fuch sl

change in the conftitution of the patient, as might
give a chance of fuccefs to the Digitalis.

By blood-letting, by neutral falts, by chryftals

of tartar, fquills, and occafional purging, I have
fucceeded, though imperfectly. Next to the ufe

of the lancet, I think nothing lowers the tone of

fvftem

ays be prop

ufe the fquill ; for if that fail in its defired effecl, it
A _

Digitalis.

preparatives

fA tendency to paralytic affections, or a ilroke i

the palfy having actually taken place, is no objec-

tion to the ufe of the Digitalis ; neither does a

g in th Th
reticai ideas of fedative effecis in the former, and
apprehenlions of its excitement of the urinary or-
gans in the latter cafe, might operate fo as to

make us with-hold relief from the patient; but ex-
perience tells me, that fuch apprehenlions are

groundiefs.

INFER-
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INFERENCES

O prevent any

by the novelty

y

the

ded

upon

pectations to too high a p

fairly

hich I apprehend

L That the Digitalis will not univerfally act as a

diuretic.

II. That it does do fo more generally than any
other medicine.

III. That it will often produce this effecl after

every other probable method has been fruitlefsly

tried.

IV. That if this fails, there is but little chance

of any other medicine fucceeding.

V. That in proper dofes f
and under the manag

ment now pointed oat, it is inild in its operatio

and gives lefs difturbance to the fyftem,than fqui.

or almoft anv other adive medicine.

n

VI. That when dropfy is attended by palfy, un-

found vifcera, great debility, or other complication

ofdifeafe, neither the Digitalis, nor any other diu-

retic
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retic can do more than obtain a truce to the urgen-

cy o£the fymptoms ; unlefs by gaining time, it may
afford opportunity for other medicines to combat

and fubdue the original difeafe.

VII. That the Digitalis may be ufed with advan-

tage in every fpecies of dropfy, except the encyfted.

VIII. That it may be made fubfervient to the

cure of difeafes, unconnedled with dropfy.

IX- That it has a power over the motion of the

heart, to a degree yet unobferved in any other me-

dicine, and that this power may be converted to fa-

lutary ends.

PRACTICAL

;
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PRACTICAL
REMARKS ON DROPSY,

AND SOME OTHER DISEASES.

T H E following remarks confift partly of matter

of fad, and partly of opinion. The former

will be permanent ; the latter muft vary with the

detection of error, or the improvement of know*

ledge. I hazard them with diffidence, and hope

they will be examined with candour; not by a con-

trail with other opinions, but by an attentive com-

parifon with the phoenomena of difeafe.

ANASARCA.
§ 1. THE anafarca is generally curable when feat-

ed in the fub-cutaneous cellular membrane, or in

the fubftance of the lungs.

§ 2. When the abdominal vifcera in general are

greatly enlarged, which they fometimes are, with-

out effufed fluid in the cavity of the abdomen; the

difeafe is incurable.. After death, the more folid

vifcera are found very large and pale. If the ca-

vity contains water, that water may be removed by

diuretic?.

N £ 3- Ir*
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. $3, In fvvollen legs and thighs, where the refin-

ance to prefTure is confiderable, the tendency to

tranfparency in the fkin not obvious, and where the

alteration of pofture occafions but little alteration

in the ftate of diflenfion, the cure cannot be effect-

ed by diuretics.

Is this difficulty of cure occafioned by fpiffitude

in the effufed fluids, by want of proper communi-
cation from cell to cell, or is the difeafe rather caufed

by a morbid growth of the folids, than by an accu-

mulation of fluid?

Is not tills difeafe in the limbs fimilar to that of

the vifcera ($ 2)?

§ 4. Anafarcous fwellings often take place in pal-

d limbs, in arms as wT

ell as legs ; fo that the fwel-

ig does not depend merely upon pofition.

§ 5. Is there not caufe to fufpedfc that many drop-

fies originate from paralytic afiedions of the lym-

phatic abforbents ? And if To, is it not probable

that the Digitalis, which is fo effectual in removing

dropfy, may alfo be ufed advantageoufly in fome
kinds of palfy?

ASCITES,
J C. I F exiftiiig alone,' (/. e.) without accompa-

nying anafarca, is in children curable; in adults

generally incurable by medicines. Tapping may be

ufed
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ufed here with better chance for fuccefs than
more complicated dropfies. Sometimes cured
vomiting.

m

ASCITES and ANASARCA.

§ 7. INCURABLE if dependant upon
irremediably difeafed vifcera, or on a gouty confti-

tution, fo debilitated, that the gouty paroxyfms no
longer continue to be formed.

n every other fituation the difeafe yields to diu-

retics and tonics.

ASCITES, ANASARCA, and

HYDROTHORAX,
58. UNDER this complication, though the

fymptoms admit of relief, the reftoration of the

conflitution can hardly be hoped for.

AST HMA.

$ g. THE true fpafmodic afthma, a rare difeafe

is not relieved by Digitalis.

$ 10. In the greater part of what are called

afthmatical cafes, the real difeafe is anafarca of the

lungs, and is generally to be curedby diuretics. (See

§ 1.) This is almoft always combined with fome

fwelling of the legs.

N 2 Jn. There



196 PRACTICAL REMARKS

J 1 1. There is another kind of afthma, in which

change of poflure does not much affeft the patient.

I believe it to be caufed by an in

lungs. It is incurable by diuretics;

accompanied with a degree of anafarca, and fo far

it admits of relief.

but it is often

Is not this difeafe fimilar to that in the limbs at

($ 3,) and alfo to that of the abdominal vifcera at

(5 2.)?

ASTHMA and ANASARCA.

J 12. IF the afthma be of the kind mentioned at

($£ 9 and u,) diuretics can only remove the ac-

companying anafarca. But if the affection of the

breath depends alfo upon cellular effuflon, as it

moftly does, the patient may be taught to expect a

recovery.

ASTHMA and ASCITES.

§ 13. A RARE combination, but not incura-

ble if the the abdominal vifcera are found. The
afthma is here moft probably of the anafarcous

kind ($ 10;) and this being feldom confined to the

lungs only, the difeafe generally appears in the fol-

lowing form.

ASTHMA.
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ASTHMA, ASCITES, and ANASARCA.

$ 14. THE curability of this combination will

depend upon the circumftances mentioned in the
preceding feclion, taking alfo into the account the

ftrength or weaknefs of the patient.

EPILEPSY
$ 15. IN epilepfy dependant upon effufion, the

Digitalis will effect a cure ; and in the cafes alluded

to, the dropfical fymptoms were unequivocal. It

has not had a fufficient trial in my hands, to deter-

mine what it can do in other kinds of epilepfy,

HYDATID DROPSY.

5 16. THIS maybe diftinguifhed from common
afcites, by the want of evident flu&uation. It is

common to both fexes. It does not admit of a

cure either by tapping or by medicine*

HYDROCEPHALUS.

$ 17. THIS difeafe, which has of late fo much

attraded the attention of the medical world, I be-

lieve, originates in inflammation; and that the wa-

ter found in the ventricles of the brain after death,

is the confequence, and not the caufe of the iJlnefs.

It has feldom happened to me to be called upon

in the earlier ftages of this complaint, and the fymp-

' N 3 toms
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toms are at firft fo fimilar to thofe ufually

up
* •

ry difficult

pronounce decidedly up

th

mo d

g

At firft, the febrile fymptoms are fometimes fo

unfteady, that I have known them miftaken for the

fymptoms of an intermittent, and the cure attempt-

ed by the bark.

In the more advanced ftages, the diagnoftics ob-

trude themfelves upon our notice, and put the fitu-

ation of the patient beyond a doubt. But this does

not always happen. The variations of the pulfe,

fo accurately defcribed by the late Dr. Whytt, dq

not always enfue. The dilatation of the pupils,

the fquinting, and the averfion to light, do not

univerfally exift. The fcreaming upon raifing the

head from the pillow or the lap, and the flufhing of

the cheeks, I once confidered as affording indubita-

ble marks of the difeafe ; but in a child which I

fometime fince attended with Dr. Afh, the pulfe

was uniformly about 85, (except during l

week
i )

(h never

had

when raifed from the lap or taken out of the bed,

ny remarkable flufh 5
cheeks; and the fleep was quiet, but fometimes

iBoaninz.

Frequent
•-*-
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Frequent vomiting exifted from the firft, but
ceafed for feveral days towards the conclufion. One
or two worms came away daring the illnefe, and it

ffi Thre e

days before death, the right fi !e oecne flightly

paralytic, and the pupil of that eye fomewhat di-

lated.

After death, about two ounces and a half of wa-

ter were found in the ventricles of the cram, and

the veffels of the dura mater were turgid with blood.

If I am right as to the nature of hydrocephalus,

that it is at lirft dependant upon inflammation, or

congestion ; and that the water in the ventricles is

a confequence, and not a caufe of the difeafe; the

curative intentions ought to be extremely different

in the firft and the laft flakes.

It happens very rarely that I am called to patients

at the beginning, but in two inftances wherein I was

called at firft, the patients were cured by repeated

topical bleedings, vomits, and purges.

Some years ago I mentioned thefe opinions, and

of the practice reiulting to

ThatDr. Quin, now phyfician at Dublin,

man had lately taken his degree, and had chofen

hydrocephalus for the fubjed of his thefis in the

year 1 7 79. In this very ingenious e%, winch he

gave me the fame morning, I was much pleafed to

find that the author had not only held the fame

idea.;
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ideas relative to the nature of the difeafe, but had

alfo confirmed them by directions.

In the year 1781, another cafe in the firfl ftage

demanded my attention. The reader is referred

back to Cafe LXIX for the particulars.

4

I have not yet been able to determine whether the

Digitalis can or cannot be ufed with advantage in

the fecond ftage of the hydrocephalus. In Cafe

XXXIII. the fymptoms of death were at hand; in

Cafe LXIX. the practice, though fuccefsful, was too

complicated, and in Cafe CLI. the medicine was

certainly flopped too foon.

When we confider what enormous quantities of

mercury may be ufed in this complaint, without af-

fecting the falivary glands, it feems probable that

other parts may be equally infenfible to the a&ion

of their peculiar flimuli, and therefore that the Di-

gitalis ought to be given in much larger dofes in this,

than in other difeafes.

HYDROTHORAX
§ 18. UNDER this

dropfy of the pericardium.

name

The intermitting pulfe, and pain in the arms, fuf-

ficiently diftinguifh this difeafe from afthma, and

and from anafarcous lungs.

It is very univerfally cured by the Digitalis.

> jf 19. I lately

f-
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1§ lg. I lately met with two cafes which had beei

confidered and treated as angina pectoris. They
both appeared to me to be cafes of hydrothorax.

One fubjed was a clergyman, whofe ftrength had

been fo compleatly exhaufted by the continuance of

the difeafe, and the attempts to relieve it, that he

did not furvive many days. The other was a lady,

whofe time of life made me fufpecfl effufion. I di-

rected her to take fmali dofes of the pulv. Digitalis,

which in eight days removed all her complaints.

This happened fix months ago, and ihe remains

perfedly well.

HYDROTHORAX and ANASARCA.

§2o. THIS combination is very frequent, and,

I believe, may always be cured by the Digitalis.

J2i. Dropfies in the cheft either with or withe

anafarcous limbs, are much more curable than the

of the belly. Probably becaufe the abdominal v

cera are more frequently difeafed in the latter th

in the former cafes.

INSANITY.
§ 22. I APPREHEND this difeafe to be more

frequently connected with ferous effufion than has

been commonly imagined.

$ 23. Where appearances

true caufe of the complaint, as in cafes XXIV,
XXXIV
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XXXIV. the happieft effedis may be expe&ed from

the Digitalis ; and men or more

cefsfully

obably employ

NEPHRITIS CALCULOSA.
$ 24. WE have had fufficient evidence of the ef-

ficacy of the Foxglove in removing the Dyfuria and
other fymptoms of this difeafe ; but probably it is

Sot in thefe cafes preferable to the tobacco.*

OVARIUM DROPSY
$ 25. THIS fpecies of encyfted dro fy is not with-

out difficulty diftinguifhable from an afcites ; and
yet it is neceffary to diftinguifh them, becaufe the

two difeafes require different treatment and becaufe

the probahty of a cure is much greater in one than
in the other.

r

§ 26. The ovarium dropfy is generally flow in its

progrefs ; for a confiderable time the patient though
fomewhat emaciated, does not lofe the appearance

of health, and the urine flows in the ufual quantity.

It is leldom that the practitioner is called in early

enough to diftinguifh by the feel on which fide the

cyft originated, and the patients do not attend to

that circumftance themfelves. They generally men-

ftruate

See an original and valuable treatife by Dr. Fowler, emitted

Medical Reports of the Efetfs of Tobacco.
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ftruate regularly in the incipient ftate of the difeafe,

and it is not until the preflure from the fac be-

comes very great, that the urinary fecretion di-

minifhes. In this fpecies of dropfy, the patients,

upon being queftioned, acknowledge even from a

pretty early date, pains in the upper and inner

parts of the thighs, fimilar to thofe which women
experience in a ftate of pregnancy. Thefe pains

are for a length of time greater in one thigh than in

the other, and I believe it will be found that the

difeafe originated on that fide.

§ 27. The ovarium dropfy defies the power of

medicine. It admits of relief, and fometimes of a

cure, by tapping. I fubmit to the conlideration of

practitioners, how far we may hope to cure this dif-

eafe by a feton or a cauitic. In the LXIfc

cafe the patient was too much reduced, and the

difeafe too far advanced to allow of a cure by any

method; but it teaches us that a cauftic may be

ufed with fafety.

§ 23. W\
ys advife

ceflary, I al-

d bv the late very juftly celebrated

Monro, and defcribed in the firft

wear

Effivs. I alfo enjoin my patients to

andaee afterwards, from a perfuafion

that it retards the return of the difeafe. ihe p

per ufe of bandage, when the diforder firft difcov

itfelf certainly contributes m cb to prevent

increafe. OVA-



2o4 PRACTICAL REMARKS

OVARIUM DROPSY with ANASARCA.

§ 29. THE anafarca does not appear until the en-

cyfted dropfy is very far advanced. It is then proba-

bly caufed by weaknefs and prefture. The Digitalis

removes it for a time.

PHTHISIS PULMONALIS.
$ 30- This is a very increafing malady

y middle

of life : children at five years of age die of it, and

old people at fixty or feventy. It is not confined

to the flat-chefied, the fair-flcinned^ the blue eyed,

the light-haired, or the fcrophulous : it often attacks

people with full chefts, brown ikins, dark hair and

eyes, and thofe in whofe family no fcrophulous taint

can be traced. It is certainly imeciious. The very

ftrict laws (till exifting in Italy to prevent the infec-

tion from confumptive patients, were probably not

enaded originally without a fufficient caufe. We
feem to be approaching to that Hate which firft

fi
J

courfe of time, the difeafe will prob

again, boLh in virulency and frequency.

$31. The younger part of the female fex are

liable to a difeafe very much refembling a true con-

fumption, and from whicli it is difficult to di(lin<niifh

it ; but this difeafe is curable by fteel and bitters.

A criterion of true phthifis has been fought for in the

ftate
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fhte of the teeth ; but the exceptions to that rule

are numerous. An unufual dilatation of the papiJ

of the eve, is the moft certain chara&eriftic*
4

§ 32. Sydenham aflerts, that the bark did not

more certainly cure an intermittent, than riding did

a confumption. We muft not deny the truth of an

afTertion, from fuch authority, but we muft conclud

that the difeafe was more eaiily curable a century

ago than it is at prefent.

§ 33. If the Digitalis is no longer ufeful in con-

fumptive cafes, it mull be that I know not how to

manage it, or that the difeafe is more fatal than for-

merly ; for it would be hard to deny the teftimony •

cited at page g. I wifli others would undertake

the enquiry.

534. Whenphthifis is accompanied with anafarca,

or when there is reafon to fufpe& hydrothorax, the

Digitalis will often relieve the fufferings, and pro-

long the life of the patient.

§ 35. Many

end

an account of fome trials of breathing fixed air in confumptive

cafes. The refults were pubiifhed by him in the fecond Vol. ot

M
ippOTt

acknowledging that I fufpcci myfeif to have been miihfccn in the

nature of the difeafe there mentioned to have been cured. I be-

lieve it was a cafe oiFomlca, and not a true Pbtbffi that was cured.

The Vomica is alrnoft ahvays curable. The fixed air corneAs the

fmell of the matter, and very fliortly removes t!ie hecltc fever.

My patients not only infpire it, but I keep large )m of the t$e&

vefcing mixture conftantly at work in their chambers.
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§ 35. Many years ago, during an attendance upon

, of a confumptive family, and himfelfMr. B
in the laft flage of a phthifis; after he was fo ill as

to be confined to his chamber, his breathing be-

came fo extremely difficult and diftrefling, that he

wifhed rather to die than to live, and urged me
warmly to devife fome mode to relieve him. Suf-

peciing ferous effufion to be the caufe of this f

torn, and he being a man of fenfe and refolution.

mp

I told him
what kind of operation might afford him a chance
of relief; for I was then but little acquainted with

the Digitalis. He was earneft for the operation to

be tried,

very refp

f Mr. Parrott, a

place, I got an
opening made between the ribs upon the lower and
hinder part of the thorax. About a pint of fluid

was immediately difcharged, and his breath became
eafy. This fluid coagulated by heat.

After fome days a copious purulent difcharge if-

fued from the opening, his cough became lefs trou-

blefome, his expectoration lefs copious, his appetite

and flrength returned, hegot abroad, and the wound*
which became very troublefome, was allowed to heal.

He then undertook a journey to London ; whilft

there he became worfe : returned home, and died

confumptive fome weeks afterwards.

PUER-
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PUERPERAL ANASARCA.

§ 36. THIS difeafe admits of an eafy and
cure by the Digitalis.

$37. This fpecies of dropfy may originate from

other caufes than child birth. In the beginning of

laft March, a gentleman at Wolverhampton defired

my advice for very large and painful fvvelled legs and
thighs. He was a temperate man, not of a dropfi-

cal habit, had great pain in his groins, and attri-

buted his complaints to a fail from his horfe. He
had taken diuretics, and the firongeft draftic pur-

gatives with very little benefit. Confidering the

by the

I ordered common poultice and mercurial ointment

to the groins, three grains of pulv\ foL Digitalis

night and morning, and a cooling diuretic decoction

in the day-time. He foon loft his pain, and the

; gradually fubfided.

THE END
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XOTES AND COMMENTS

TWO DIFFERENT PLATES IX WITHERING^
ACCOUNT OF THE FOXGLOVE

ESI BROD ,.\\

In examining a recently acquired copy of the tirst edition ut William

Withering's Account oj .: - foxglove ( Birmingham
9
Robinson, 178?),

the Columbia University Medical Libran ioticed that the frontispiece

appeared to be a rx versr i the commonly a< :epted plate {Medical Classics^

v. 2, no. 4, p. 305, 193/ nd Bericht iiber den Fitigi shut and seine medi-

cinische Anwendung Mannheim, Boebringer [19^9;, (See Fig. 1-2)

In the Columbia rn:\ersity Medical Library cop/, the words Digitalis

purpurea are ai . > lr-wer right hand corner (the southeast corner, if the

top of the plate i* thought of as north), with the large leaf turned up to

show its underside, and the small figures no. 2, 3, 9, 10 at the left hand

side. Hie sizes of the two pictures are also different.

A check of other copies showed the following:

Commoi.iy

Library accepted plate Rc\ersed plate

Army .Medical Library, Washington, D. C. x
Button Medical Library Boston
College of Physicians of Philadelphia, Phila-

delphia x

Columbia University Medical Library, N. Y.

John Crerar Library, Chicago x

N. Y. Academy of Medicine, N. Y,

x

X

X X

Osier Library, McGill University, Montreal . 2 copies

Privately owned, N. Y.

U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C x

Yale Medical Library, New Haven x

x

An attempt was made to determine which was the authentic plate; or,

if both were authentic, which was the earlier plate. Two approaches

were made: from the name of the artist (J. Sowerby) and from the state-

ment in the Introduction (p. xxi), that,the plate " is copied by the per-

mission and under the inspection of Mr. Curtis, from his admirable work,

(
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Londinensis is identical with the so-called " reversed " plate in the Colum-
bia Universitv Medical Even the

paper and the watermark in the Flora are identical with the " reversed
M

plate.

From these last facts, we are inclined to conclude that the Columbia
Universitv Medical Library " reversed M nrint mstv haW Wn th* nrimnnl

by Sowerby and When it was decided to

use this plate as the frontispiece for Withering's work, it is possible that

all the sheets remaining from the Flora were bound into the Foxglove
until this source was exhausted. It is also possible that the plate was then

'

redrawn by Sowerby or one of his assistants, or reengraved thru the

original, thus accounting for the mirror-image copy in the more common
copies. This is borne out by the wording of the preface which says the

plate was " copied." On the other hand, it may be that sometime from
1785 to the present, owners of copies of Withering's book minus the

plate have attempted to complete their copies by adding the plate from
Curtis' work; however, in view of the expensiveness of the Flora when
issued and at all times thereafter, this seems unlikely.

Th University Medical Library would be extremely in-

terested in receiving any information on this question. It would par-

ticularly like to know of other co ;es in the United States or Canada
\. :...;, sift well :;;; a, Ufcfliftry fe£ .l;v.which have the so-c*. ~d

• • ^
ro* » * w

owners of these copies, wherever that is known.

I should like to thank Miss Gertrude Annan and Miss Bettina G. Thrall

of the Rare Book Room of the New York Academy of Medicine; Mr.

Collect

Columbia Universitv Libraries, and M

on this problem.
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