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DIALOGUE VII,
On the UsEs of FOREIGN TrRAVEL,

LORD SHAFTESBYURY==MR. LOCKE;
ToO
ROBERT MOLESWORTH, ESQ.

COULD not but be much fur-
prifed, my dear friend, to receive
your commands on a fubje&, of which
You, of all men, afe the greateft mafter.
For who could fo well advife the party,
you fpeak of, or refolve the general
queftion coricerning The Ufes of Foreign
Travel, confidered as a part of modérn
breeding and education, as He, who has
himfelf profited fo much by this practice,
and, in a late excellent treatife [4],
[a] Account of Denmark, as it was in the year
ibg2.
Vor. III, B has
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has given fo convincing a proof of its
utility ?

Besipes, your application to me is a
little fufpicious; and looks as if you
wanted to draw from me a confirmation of
your own fentiments, rather than a can-
did examination of them. For how was
it poflible for you not to forefee the
difficulty I muft be under, in debating
this point with you? When have I been
able to diffent from you in any queftion
of morals or pelicy? and efpecially what
chance for my doing it in this inftance,
when you know the bias which my own
education, condu&cd in this way, muft
have left upon mc?

" 1 am therefore at.a lofs, as L faid, to
account for your fancy in making me of
your council on this occafion. But, what-
éver your purpofe might be, fince you
have thought fit to honour me fo far, I
muft own your Letter of Inquiry could
. not
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not pofiibly have found me in a ﬁtecr
feafon.

IHAPPENED ‘juft then to amufe myfelf
with recolle&mg a_converfation, whichy
not many days before, had pafled bes
tween me and a certain Philofopher of
preat tiote, on that vety fubjet.

You krow the efteein I have of this
Philofophers I mean; fot fuch of his
writings, as art moft. popular, and defeérve
to be fo; fuch as his pieces on Goweri
ment, Trade, ldbert], and Edacation. . No
fnan underftands the world better; or
reafons, more clearly on thofe fubjelts,
in which that world takes itfelf to be
moft ‘of all; and is, in truthy very ncarly
concemed }

‘His’ Phllofophy, proper.ly fo called, is
not, I doubt, of fo good a tafte, at
I¢alt, his notion of morals is too modera
for my relith: 1had put myfelf to fchool
: o - Ba to
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to other mafters, and had learnt, you
know, from his betters what to think of
Life and Manners; which they treat in
a ftyle quite out of the way of thefe fub-
verters of ideal worlds [4], and architectd
on material principles [¢].

But on this head, my dear Sir, you
have heard me fpeak often, and may
hear from me more at large on fome
other occafion. With exception to this
one article (an important one, however),
no man is more able, than Mr. Locke,
or more privileged by his long expe-
rience, to give us Lectures on the good
old chapter of Education; which many
others indeed have difcuflfed; but none
with fo much good. fenfe and with fo

[4] Sach as certain philofophers amufed them-
felves with building, on Jsnate ldeas.

[¢] Ideas of Semfatiow—on which principles, in-
deed, a late writer has conftruéted, but by no fault
of Mr, Locke, a material fyltem of the groffeit
Epicurifm, See a work entitled, D¢ P Efprit, in
2 tom. Anf, 175G

conftant
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conftant an eye to the ufe and bufinefs
of the world as this writer.

Tue purpofe of your inquiry, then,
cannot, as 1 fuppofe, be any other way
fo well anfwered, as by putting into your
hands a faithful account of his fentiments
on the condu@ and ufe of Travelling:
efpecially, as you will perceive at the .
fame time what my potions are (if that
be of any importance to you) on the
fame fubject,

Ir I were compofing a Dialogue in
the old mimetical, or poetic form, I
fhould tell you, perhaps, the occafion
that led us into this track of converfa-
tion. Nay, I fhould tell you what acci-
dent had brought us together; and
fhould even omit na circumftance of time
or place, which might be proper to let
you into the fcene, and make you, as it
were, one of us.

B3 "~ Bur
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Bur thefe pun&ilios of decorum are
thought too conftraining, and, as fuch,
are -wifely laid afide, by the eafy mo-
derns. Nay, the very notion of Dia-
logue, fuch as it was in the paliteft ages
of antiquity, is fo little comprehended in
qur days, that I queftion much, if thefe
papers were to fall into other hands
than your own, whether they would not
appear’ in a high degree fantaftic and
vifionary. It would never be imagined
that a point of morals or philofophy
could be regularly treated in- whar is
called a converfation-piece; or that any
thing fo unlike the commerce of our
world could have taken place between
men, that had any ufe or knowledge of it.

Tris, I fay, might be the opinion of
men of better breeding; of thofe, who
are acquainted with the fathion, and are
themfelves practifed in the converfations,
of the polite world. The formalifis, on

I the
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the other hand, would be out of pativ
ence, I can fuppofe, at this fceptical man-
ner of debate, which ends in nothing;
and, after the wafte of much breath,
leaves the matter at laft undecided, and
Juft as it was caken up.

Arv this, it muft be’ owned, is very
true. But as it is not my intention to
fubmit the following draught to fuch
critics, you, who know me, will accept
this recital, made in my own way, and
pretty much ‘as it paffed. - You may well
be trufted to make your own conclufiens
from what is offerad on either fide of
the argument, and will need no officious
moniter to inftruct you on which fide the
truth lies.

Nor to detain yqu, by further pre-
liminaries, from the entertainment (fuch
as it is) which I have promifed you; you
may fuppofe, if you pleafe, Mr. Locke
and me, in company with fome other of

B4 our



s ON THE USES OF

our common friends, fitting together in
my library, and entering on the fubject
in the following manner,

LORD SHAFTESBURY,

Anp is not TRAVELLING then, in

your opinion, one of the beft of thofe

methods, which can be taken to polith

and form the manners of our liberal

youth, and to fit them for the bufinefs
and converfation of the world?

MR. LOCKE.
I THINK not, I fee but little good,
in proportion to the time it takes up,
that can be drawn from it, under any
management; but, in the way in which
it commonly is and muft be conduced, fo
long as fravel is confidered as a part of
early education, I fee nothing but mif-
chiefs fpring from it,
" LORD SHAFTESBURY.
Waat! neceflarily fpring from it?
And is there no way to ftop their growth;
or
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er at leaft prevent their choking the
good plants, which that foil is capable
of producing?

MR. LOCKE.

Tris indeed I muft not abfolutely
affirm: your Lordfhip’s example, I con-
fefs, ftands in my way. But if yourown
education, which was conduéted in this
form, and creates a prejudice for it, be
pleaded againft me, I may ftill fay, that
the argument extends no further than to
qualify the affertion; and that, as in
other cafes, the rule is general, though
with fome exceptions.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

IT was not my meaning to put your
politenefs to this proof. I would even
take no advantage of the exception
which you might confent to make in the
cafe of many other travellers, who have,
doubtlefs, a better claim, than myfclf, to
this indulgence. What I would gladly
know of you, is, Whether, in general,
' ) Travel
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Travel be not an excellent fchool for our
ingenuous- and noble youth; and whether
it may not, on the whole, deferve the
countenance of a philofopher, who un-
derftands the world, and has himfelf been
formed by it?

MR, LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip, I think, will do well
to put pbilofophy out of the queftion.
There is fo much to be faid againft
Travel in that view, that the matter
would clearly be determined againft you.
It is by other rules, and what are called
 the maxims of the world (which your
Lordthip underftands too well, to join
them with Philofophy) that the advocate
for travelling muft demand to have his
caufe tried, if he would hope to come off,
in the difpute, with any advantage.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
Yer philofophy was not always of
this mind. You know, when the beft
proficients
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proficients in that'feience gave a :coun-
tenance to this pralice, by their own
example; a good part of their life was
fpent in foreign countries; and they did
not prefume ta fet up for mafters of wif-
dom, till experience and much infight
into the manners of men had qualified
them for that great office. Hence they
became the ableft and wifelt men of the
old world ;- and their- wifdom was riot in
thofe days of the lefs account for the
politenefs, ‘that was mixed with it. -

_ MR. LOCKE,.

Trnose wile men might have their
reafdns for this different prattice. They
mofk of them, I think, fet up for Politi-
cians and Legiflators, as well as Philofo-
phers; and in that infancy of arts and
commerce, when diftant nations had {mall
intercourfe with each other, it might be
of real advantage to them, at leaft it
might ferve their reputation with the
pcople, to fpend fome years in voyages.to

fuch
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fuch countries as were in the higheft fame
for their wifdom or good government.

Besipes, the Sages of thofe times
made a wondrous myftery of their wif-
dom: afurefign, perhaps, that they were
not over-ftocked with it. It was confined
to certain fchools and fraternities; or
was locked up fill more clofely in the
brealts of particular perfons. Know-
Yedge was not then diffufed in books and
general converfation, as amongft us; but
was to be obtained by frequenting the
academies or houfes of thofe privileged
men, wha, by a thoufand ambitious arts,
- had drawn to themfelves the applaufe
and vencration of thereft of the world. -

ALr this might be faid in favour of
your Lordfhip’s old Sages. Yet ane of
them, who deferved that name the beft,
was no great Traveller. I remember to
have read, that SocraTes had never
ftirred out of Arbens; and that, when

his
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his admirers would fometimes afk him
why he affected this fingularity, he was
ufed to fay, That Stomes and Trees did
mot edify bim: intimating, I fuppofe, that
the fight of fine towns and fine countries,
which the voyagers of thofe days, as of
ours, made a matter of much vanity, was
the principal fruit they had reaped to
themfelves from their fathionable labours.

However, allowing your lordfhip to
make .the moft of thefe refpe&able au-
thorities for the ufe of travelling, it
muft ftill be remembered, that they are
wide of our prefent purpofe. They were
Sages, that travelled: and we are now
inquiring, whether this be the way for
young men to become Sages. . PraTo
might pick up more learning in his
Voyages, than any body fince has been
able to underftand; and yet a youth of
eighteen be little the wifer for ftaring
away two or three years in myfterious -

Egypt. i
: LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Whay, truly, if. he carried nothing
abtoad with him but the ufe of his eye-
fight, I fhould be much of yout mind
with regard to the improvements he
might be expe&led to bring back with
hini.. But let himi hear and oliferve 3
listle, as well as fee; and methioks a
youth of eighteen might pick up fome-
thing of value, though he fhould not re-
turn laden with the myfteries of Egyps.

* Ag to the gaicty on the antient Sages,
1:could:be much entertained with ir, if I
did- not recollet that the more enlighten-
ed. moderns have, alfo, been -of their
mind in this inftamce.. To fay nothing
of other countries, Which yet have rifen
in' reputation for knowledge and civility
in propertion to:dheir .atquaintance with
the ndighbouring nations, furely it muft
be allowed of our sws, that all its valua-
ble acquifitions in both have been for-
- warded
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warded at leaft, if not occafioned, by this
reafonable practice. 'We are now, with-
out doubt,  arrived at the fummit of
politenefs, .and may fubfit at length
upon our own proper ftock. But was this
always the cafe? And muft it not be ac-
knowledged, that the brighteft periods of
our flory are thofe, in which our noble

youth were fathioned in the fchool of

foreign Travel? You will hardly pre-
tend that ‘the ornaments. of the fecand
CHAans and EL1zABETH'S courts were
caft in the coarfe mould of tlus bosme-
bwdmg _

- MR. LOCKE.

I suaLL perhaps carry my pretenfions
gtill further, and- affirm it had been much

better if they had been fo.

" F-kvow witat is o be i‘axd for the
voyagers m  Brrzaspra’s time.. We
wete juft shen emcrgmg front “ignorance
- snd Barbariry. ' Learning and the Arts

were But then getting up; and were beft
acquired,

——
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acquired, we will fay, in foreign fchools;
anhd the commerce of other nations, which
might have the ftart of us in fuch im-
provements. The ftate of Europe at that
time was not unlike what I obferved of
the old world, when knowledge was ir
few hands, and the extlufive property,
as it were, of particular perfons. So
that it was to be travelled for, and
fetched home, by fuch as would have it,
Italy, in particular; was in thofe days, as .
it had long been, the thedtre of polite-
nefs, and without doubt could furnifh us
with very much of the learning we moft
wanted. '

Tais then was thie fathiotiablé foute
of our curious and courtly -youth: and
many accomplithed perfons, I can readily
admit, were to be found in the number
of our ltalian Travellers. . Yet, methinks,
they had done better to ftay at home,

and at leaft import the arts of Italy, if
they
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' they were neceflary to them, in fager
heads than their own.

I sa¥ this, becaufe it is no fecret that
the civility, we thus acquired, was dear-
ly paid for; and that Irreligion, and
cven Atheifm, were packed up among
their choiceft gleanings, and fhewn
about, at their return, as curiofities,
which could not but very much eas.
hance the confilleration of thofe who had
been to gather themn bcyond the moun-
tains [d].

[4] ¢ Infidetity is the natural produ& of refiraint
¢ and fpiritual tyranny~—Hence it is we fee Frasce
¢ and Itely over-run with the worft kipd of Deifem.
* There our travelling gentty firk picked it up for
@ a rarity, And, indeed, at firft, without much
“ malice. It was bropght home in a cargo of new -
* fahioas: and wars, for fome time, with that
¢ Jevity, by the importers, and treated with that
¢ contempt by the reft, as fuited, and was due, to
¢ the apithnefs of foreign manners : till a fet, &fe.’
Bithop of GrLovcxsTer’s Sermox ox the Suppreffon of
2be late Rebellion, p. 78.

Vou. III. C LORD
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"< tomp snanzsnunv. T
Or, fhall we fay, that this i m'plcty of
. fhe’time was only employed to corre& -its
fopesttition ? “And that the pbllofophlc
fpirits. of that age- trafficked “ini.*thef
wares,: as thinking them a proper atiti-
dote-to fuch as another fet of miffionaries
largely dealt.in; I mean, the agnus De’s;
bob bmd.f and can[ctmted medal: 2.

-~

MR. LQCKB. .

T axe it which way you will, the con-
clufion, I believe, will fcarcely be much
i favour of our Italian Travellers.---
As tb ‘the worthies of CnaRLES’s court,
your Lordfhip, ‘without doubt, is dxfpofed
to.divert yourfelf with them.  For, if
they ‘brought any thing.with them from
France,” befides the drefs of its follies and
v'icfzs‘."'(éxcepting_ always the facred bab-
ble of their language), it is a fecret
which ‘it hasnot béen my fortune to bc'

apprized of,
Tt " * _ LORD
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l.ORD SHAFTESBURY.

Anp fo, becaufe Travelling may, by
éccxdcnt, bé attended with fome ill effeéts,
you roundly determine. againft the thmg
itfelf ; as if the national improvement iit
afts and cxvxhty, whicl unqueftionably’
arofé from it, were to go for nothing! .

-

MR. Locke.

I wourp have it go for ho mofe thali'
it- is- honeftly worth; which furely is’
fomcthmg lefs than the price paid for it,’
our’ principals ‘and our morals. And I
doubt the truth is, that this degeneraéy”
in both was the ufual acqunﬁuon of our
travelled ‘youth, and the 1mprovcme.nt,

your Lordthip fpeaks of, only the accx-
dcntal bcncﬁt ‘

LORD SHAFTESBURY. -

' WitHouT dOubt, ‘thete is no t_-xtend-r
ing our acquaintance ‘With-the world, but
we run- the fifk of catching its viees, as
‘ ‘ Ca2 well
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well as virtues. Yet, puth this conclufion
as far as it will go, and you fhut up man-
kiad in abfolute and incurable barbarifm.
Such is the unhaﬁﬁy condition of human
nature, that in ftriving to cultivate its
powers, you furnifh the opportunities, at

, of its corruption. Yet to leave it
in that fordid ftate, for fear of thofe
abufes, is methinks but a&ting with the
weak apprehenfion of fond motherss
who deny their children the liberty of
fliriing from the fire.fide, for fear of the
dirt or darip air, which, in their field-
exercifes ‘may chance to incommode
them.

MR. LOCKE.

" Tue allufion would be apt, if the
health of the mind, as of the body, de-
. péndéd on the ufe of fuch liberty; or
if it were true, that one could as litile
help breathing the air of vice, as that of
the heavens. Bus, ‘though I have-heard
much of the dangers, to which virtue is
expofcd in this bad world; I have neves

underftood
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underfipod that Vice is irs proper ele-
mens, '

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
~ Xzr osgthinks, Sir, it will be hard ta
keep clear of it in any part of the worlds
that I am scqbainted with : unle(s por-
baps you take this happy 18and of ours

to be as frep from Vice, as a Neighbour- -

ing one, they fay, is from Venom.

MR. LOTKE, .

Tuere are, however, degrees in Vice,
as well a8 varieties of it; and I cannot .
think it neceflary for us to be greater
. proficients thap. we -are,. or to import
new fpocies of it; by rambling iato
countrics- where it may chance to rage
with greater virglence, or where fuch
odes of it, at lca&, preml,ac are Juckily
unknewp to us.. And fuch, I deubs,
wgre. the fruiks of our Ifalian and Frmcb ‘
aml;.

C3 Bur.
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 Bur allowing that Vice were of every
clime, the fame every where, and equally
malignant, I fhould ftill imagine our youth
to be fafcr from the mfc&non at home,
under the eye and wing of their own
parents- or families, ‘than wandering at
large in foreign' countried, with as- little

care of others, as prudence of their own,
to.guard them from this danger.
) Loai)"sriiAlr;r'néBimv
Yes, if they were .turned loofe into
this wicked world,(and left to their awn
devxccs But, _wfxat if fome. fage Philo-
fophcr— PR ERT L RN '

' © MRi'LOCKE. S
* Some God, you would fay, in the Ihapc

of a* "Fator; for a-mere mortal’ Gulde of
that ftamp is not cafily met with.”" Or, if
He were, his wifdom, I' doubt;” would
hardly give him the- authonty, he ftands
in' need' of," for the difcharge - of " his
fun&lon. But I takc your Lordthip’s
. ' ralllcry,
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raillery, and could fay in" my turn, But
what if fome inquififive and well dxfpofed'
young' Noblcman-- C

Arnx all we, may lct thefe: two
voyagers, fo well.matched and fitted to.
each other, preceed on their journey.:
The queftion -at prefent. is of no fuch.
rarities 3 but of raw, ignorant, ungoverns,
able boys, on the one hand, and of fhal-
low, fervile, and-intertfted: governors, on
the;.ather, And .-if .any good can.arife
from fuch worthies: as . thefe,. fauntering -
withio the circle of the grand Tour; the
magic of travelling; can ca// up more than
1 havc ever yet fccn. ¢

~ LORD sx-urrxsia'vn.v. ‘
"It may be true, perhaps, that the ad-
vaatages-of travelling ‘are not fo.great, “or
fo: general, as is- fometimes . pretended.:
Yet, on the other hand; that there are .
advantages, and confiderable ones too,"
can.kardly be denied.” And to comeat
2 Cs length
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length more clofely to the point (for
what has hitherto paﬁ‘cdn but a fort of
prelude to the main -argument) let me
have leave to ftate thofe advantages
clearly and diftin@ly to you, and then to
requeft your own proper fenfe (1 mean’
as a2 man of the world, according to the
advice you juft now gave me, and not as
a Phllofopher) of this practice.

MR. LOCKE.

- Is this fair dealing in your Lordfhip ?
I fuppofed that by farting this queftion
you had meant only, as on other occa-
fions, to engage an old man in a little can.
verfation ; whereas your purpofe, I now
find, is to make a formal debate of it,

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Nor a formal debate, but a free con- -

ference; for which we feem to have -

lefure enough; and the fubjett is, be-

fides, of real importance. I may pse.

fume to anfwer for. our friends. bere,
. that
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at it,

I an aware, a3 yoy faid, .that the
practice way be fometires incovenicas,,
a3 it:is commonly- mansged, op the Gde of,
morals  and I would not be ihought. 0.
have benchited: fo little by yovrs, -apd.
the inftructions of my other mafters, a3,

nat to. lay the grcat;:ﬂ; ﬁrcfs .an that,
confideration. '

Bur, after all, tht;fe inconyepiences.
may be pretry well avoided, by, the hoice
of an honeft and abl.c _governor. Such,
an one it will not be 1mpomble to finds
if the perfons concerned be in earneft’
to look out for-hijg; I.-do not fay, in
Cells, for a Pcdant without manners 3
and 'ihll lefs, you wxll fay,in Cau@.f, fo:'
8 manncrcd man, ‘thhouc pririéipl:s or
Jetters; ‘but, in the’ worId at large, for’
fome learned and weli-accomplithed per--
fop, who, yet, may not difdain to be en-

gaged
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gaged'in this nobleft office of copduding
a young gentleman’s education.

" Usper fuch a ‘Governor, as this, the-
danger, to which ‘a young man’s morals
may be-expofed by early travel, will be
tolerably guarded againft; and to make
amends -for the hazard -he runs in this'
refpe&, I fee, on the other hand, fo many’_
reafons for breeding young men in thxs‘
way, fo many benefits arifing from it at
all times, and fuch peculiar mduccments
with regard to the prefent ftate of . our
own country, that, I think, we fhall hardly
be of two minds, when you have attcnded:
to them, o

MR. LOCKE.

Wz fhall fee that in due time. . For
the prefent, the ferious air, you affume,
fo different from your wonted manper,,
fccurcs my attention, ‘

e

LORD ~

-
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" LORD SHAFTESBURY. ,

I .cannor -tell what may be the. opi-
mon of others; byt ignorance and barba-
rity feem to me ¢o be the parents of . the
moft-and the Wo;'it vices, Conceit, pndc.
bigotry, infolence, ferocity, cruelty, are
the native product of the human mind,
‘kept .uncyltivated.. -Sclf-love; . which
' makes fo predominant a part in:the con= -
ftitution . of man,, that fome fufferers: by
its . excefles -have miftaken it for the fole
{pring of all his actions, naturally engen-
ders.thefe vices, when no care is taken
t0. control- its aqperations by. anothcr

prmc»ple AT

\

- ON thxs account, wife men have had
recourfe, to various expedients; . fuch. as
the provifion: of -Laws; the culture of
Arsts and Letters 5. and, . in general, " all

“ that difeipline which comes under. the
notion of early-tutorage and education,
But norie of thefe has been found fo ef-
e feGtual
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feQual to the end in view, or is fo im-
mediately dire®ed to the purpofe of ene
larging the mind; and curing it, atonce,
of all is obftinate and malignant pre-
judices, as & knowledge of the world,
acquirad in the way of fociety, and ge-
meral converfation, - '

To fay nothing of the flitary fe-
gqueftesed life, which alt men agree to
term Sawsge, look emly on thofe fmater
knots and fraternitics of men, which
mect together in our proviacial towns
and citiss, and, without any larger com-
merce, are confined within the narrow
enclofure of their own walls or diftriéts.
In as much as this condition is more
focial than the other, # is, without
deubt, mane .eligible. - Yet fce how
many weak views are entertained by
thsfe feparate elans, how amny fond cons
eits, and ever-weening famcies ! The
waorld feems to-them fhrunk up into-thein
own private circle ; juft as the heavons

‘ appear
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‘appear to children to be consained within
the limits of their own horizon.

Extinp this profpe@ of mankind to
i1l gteater combinations, to ftates, king-
doms, nations, and what we call a whole
people. By this freer intercourfe, in-
‘deed, their thoughts take a larger range,
and their minds open to more generous
and manly conceptions. Yet their na-
five batbarifm fticks clofe to them, and
requites to be looferied and worn off by
a more foctal habity by the experience
of a fill wider and mote thorough come
mMunication. T'ribes of men, although
very numetous, yet, if fhut up within one
tertitoty, and held clofely together une
der the influence of the fame political
conftitution, eafily affimilate, as it werey
roit into the fame “cominon fetiments
and- opinions 3 and prefently take, in the
whole extent of their cofimunity; on¢ uni«
form prevailing charactet,

Hexncs
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Hence “the neceflity of their flill
looking: beyond their owm,  into other
combinations and focieties; that fo,. as
the mind ﬁrcngthcns by this exercife,
they may be €nabled to fhake off their
local, as we may fay, and territorial” pre-
Judices.

“THosk other focicties may not be
without their defes, which it will  be
equally proper to keep clear of. But, by
this free profpe¢t of the differences fub-
fifting between different nations, each nae.
turally gets quu: of his own peculiar and.
charaeriftic vices; and thofe of .others, .
prcfcntmg themfelves to our unblaﬂ‘cd
obfervation, are not fo readily entertain-
ed, or do not cling fo faft to us, as what,
have grown up with us, and, by long un-
que(honed ufe, are become, as we. wcll ‘
exprefs it, a fecond nature.

Trus,
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- THus, by this. near- approach- and-ats
trition, as it were, of each other, our rude
parts give way; our rough corners are
infenfibly worn off; and we ‘are polithed
by dcgrecs into::a. general and univerfal
humamty S

"ExTiR¥N1 ugmd-wﬂaf per Iow morari,
to0 ufe the poet’s words; though with fome
fmall dnﬂ"crcnce, l bchcvc, m their ap-
phcanon.

Whaar fays my friend to thefe princie
ples? -are they juft and reafonable ? or,
am I'going to- build on precarious and
infecure foundations ? .

MR. LOCKE,

WuaTevER defett.there may be in
this foundatxon, your Lordfhip, as a wife
archite&, is for fparing no coft or pains
in’ providing for its ftability. Yet, me-
thinks, you -go deeper for it, than you
need. At leaft, I did not expect your de<
fence of Travelling would require you

- to
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10 make thefe profound refearches inte
homan nature. ,

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

1 7axkt your meaning. Thefe ree
fearches, you would fay, are fo little pro.
found, that I might have fpared myfelf
the trouble of making them at all, at
lealt in converfation with a philofopher.
Be that as it will; provided the princi-
ples themfelves, I-am contending for, be
well fouided. For the conclufion necef-
frlly follows, * That therefote sort1omW
« TRAVEL is, of all others, the moft ims
“« portant and effential patt of Educa-

¢ tion.’

. Tue youth of the moft accomplithed
people in Europe would have riuch to
corre&t in themfélves, and fomething,
erhaps, to learn, in their voyages into
the neighbouring nations; however in<
ferior to their own. in the geéneéral ftaee

of knowledge and politenes. What
4 .~ then
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then ‘muft be the dafe of our Engli
youth, confined in this remote cornet
among themfelves, and indulged in their
own rui’ac and lxcentxous habxts ?

-Qur country has ‘fiever been famous
for the civility of its inhabitants, - We
have, rather, been ftigmatized in all ages,
and are ftill confidered by the reft of
Europe, as proud, churlifh, and unfocial.
The ‘very circumftance of our Ifland-
fituation- feems to expofe us to the juft
reproach of inhofpitality. And if, with-
this difadvantage, we fhould cherith, and
not corre&, thofe vices which fo natural-
ly fpring from it, what lefs could we ex-
. pe& than to be diftinguithed by fuch
names, as our ill-manners would well de-
ferve, though our. pride might fuffer.
from the application of them ?

. It feems then to be an inevitable con-
fequcnce of what has been faid, that we
of this'country have a more than ordi-

Vou. IIL D nary
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ry.occafion for the benefits of; forpigs,
nge] Apd the rcafqn of tbg thing,

WS, thcy( cg,qut,bc obtajned. tgo foon.
Young minds. are the fiteft to take the,
ply of civility and good manners. The
tafk is lefs eafy, and the fuccefs moxe yn-
certam, whcn, we enter, upqp  this, bufi-
ncfs late m lec 5 when @tr;gbblc har,
mours avq %‘W q;,gngg?bgqqil thes
u fo%ml mapuey, i§, become habit

1D Lis ¢
usI: ‘ flatq,vcg mgy, b ‘olyﬁgte@ to thg
rgsa,ng,uy(o this age, in, ofhes, relpes,
yom]x 15 oyt of q(ug@xoqktbq time, fg(,ag
mpnﬂ rlght }'O,BCQC}UQb andy VirLuQus,

.....

habigs,

MR, LOCKE.

ur, Lordthip ha)s ——

Az u)ﬂn”
'wog a; co't‘x‘:mgarl upop all Q caggﬁmm
that onc cannf)t‘j but ‘E’?’?entgrtaﬁ;c ag,
1éait, with ypur rhc;onc% oL qog,yﬂﬁsq,
by it. But Iny prefent concern is, to have
.:gt;jlsb? “R‘ﬁ?%ﬂ of . QUL axsu;;:;;
ch, in plain,. teyms,, a3, I apps
lhﬁén‘@& thysg, Thﬁne\mewn% ::;,
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< riairyevioes argd: follfes e cotheddl: invits
< (d)f 5 thaw: this isv perhiips more/ efpediv
«ully the? cafel-of - ofir- owng - anthl cha
«wleatly Phirtklid 'the otly; a¥ leatt the'
"‘xﬂoﬁrpwpél', cnre‘f&r' ‘thebi”?”

Lokb SH-A’P‘I‘HBGW

“Tuat, Sir, ist my mcaﬂmg aﬂ&,
thbu’gli eXpreHi‘& iR ‘miote ' words tﬁéh ay’
Ve nedeliry, if' i fdt’é& not - coldiiredt’ by
afy" rhdtthal cmogeratlom But' ypﬂ.
midf’ dlfow me"tg “proceed " in' iy’ own
way, aoll enforce the: g;ncral argumcnt,
I have, dchvcrc?i,, by’ applgmg it ‘to the’
partlcular exigencies and ncccﬂihes of’
our EAglih youth,

You, who have been abroad in the
worlt]: andrhaverfoojufha cknowledde *of
othent ftatess anda counttiksg  tetb meg!- if*?
theies'care: be .any thing morsridienlous”
tiin chwlidieo\ pasydososiicof oar rheme-"
bredvgéneleiadny which:\eew thenfives, -
wmkv@tmowwmqmﬂ%ms, in”’
: Da any
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any. refpect, to be the topic .of converfa-
tion. What wondrous, conceics “of " their
own prowcﬁz wifdom, ‘nay-of their man-
ners and politenefs | With what difdain,
is a forcigner. mentioned by them, and
with what apparent figns of averfion is
his very perfon trcatcd! They fcarcely
-give you leave to fuppofe that any vir-
wous quality can. thnvc out of their own
an', or that good fenfe can be exprefled
in "any forcngn languagc . Nay, -their
foolith prepofieffion extends to their’ vcryi
foil and “climate. Sach warm patriots
are._they, fuch furious lovers of *their
couintry, that they will have it to be the "
theatre of all convenience, dehght, and\

beauty

L To hear. thcu' dxfcomfcamong thcm-
¢ felves, one:would invagine that the fineft -
‘¢ larids necar the Eupbrates, the Baby-
“lonian or Perfian Paradfes, "the rich -
¢ plains of Egypt,: the Grecian Tempe,
¢ the- Roman Cgmpanm, Lombardy, Pro- -

: < vence,
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¢ vence, the Spanith Andalufia, or the
“ moft delicious tra@s in the Eagcm or
 Weftern - Indies, - were contemptible
“ countries in refpe& of what they dote

 upon undcr the name of Old Eng-
¢ land [e] S

Now, if it were only for the fake of
truth and decency, if it were but to
avoid the ridicule ‘to “which thefe palpa-
ble abfurdities ‘and childifh fancies ex-
‘pofe them, one canfiot but wifh that our
countrymen would--open their ‘eyes, and
extend their profpe& beyond thcn' own
foggy air, and du-ty acres.

Bur this is 'the leaft inconveniehce of
‘their home.breeding. How many low
HapiTs and fordid practices grow upon
our youth of fortune, and even of qua-
lity, from the influence of their family, or
at beft provincial, education! |

[¢] Cuaracr. Vol.iii. D:f iii.
D3 THEY
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THry vetajn fo much .of their Sqm
gt NoPhan charaer, that their mobleft
paflian is that of the .Chace; uplefs 2
horfe-tace may, haply, contead with it.
Their ideas are all taken from the -Rable
~ or kennel; and they have hardly words
for any othet fart of converfation.

In canjunétion with shis habif, or JB
dire cqqfcﬂuencc of it, they plusge
shemfelves into the brutalities of the
pottle and tablc, Having lintle ufe of
the faculty of thipking or difcourfing 98
any reafonable fubje, they care s¢t
how foon they difable themfelves for
gither. To this end, their firdoins are
of fovercign effe: and if any fpark of
she divine paryicle be till vafubdued, they
gue,nd: it'forthwith in the {tronge& wises

in their own connsry Jiquor,

Tais
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 Thais fortith debauch 1eads to others.
My younig mafter will e denied no aninval
gratificition. And thus low intrigues
ant vulgar amodrs follow 'of courfe, in
which the fum of his refined pledfares
is, at length, completred.

Tae rélt ‘of his life rums 6h in ‘this
drowzy ténour  ufdefs perhaps yob ek-
copt thufe intervuld, which ¢an Rardly be
balted Mdid, when his talf clofed un-
derftanding féems Rurned, rather than
dwakered, by party-rage, ele@ion buftle,
ahd the hoife of faction.

ADRRABLE Pairitls Dhefe! dhd ofe-
fuller cltizéhs by Far, tdn i chef Mid
dcqtilred ‘fome refith Of temperaice, de:
céhcy; Yhd Yeafdh; i ‘foreign coufes, afid
the fiibre Improved Tocietles 8F Edrdpe. -

Bur fuppofé our young gentlemah to
lave ef¢apéd thid fordid tafte; and by
: D4 better
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better luck than ordinary to have finithed
his "home-education without much injury
ito his morals. Nay, fuppofe him to bé
inured, in good time, to better difcipline,
and to have had the advantage of what
is called amongft us, by a violent figure
of fpeech, a liberal education.

:‘To put the cafe at the beft, fuppofe
hxm to have been well whipped through
one of our public fchools, and to come
full fraught, at length, with Letin and
Greek, from his college. You fee him,
now, on the verge of the world, and juft
ready to ftepinto it. But, good heavens,
with what priNcIPLES and MANNERS!
His fpirit broken by the fervile awe of
pedants, and his body unfathioned by the
gcntccler exercifes! Timid at the fame
time, and rude; illiberal and ungrace-
ful! An abfurd compound of abjedt
fentiments, and bigoted notions, on the
aone hand; and of: clownifh, coarfe, un-
gamly demeanor, on.the other! In a

word,
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word, both in mind and perfon, the
furtheft in the world .from any thing that
ishandfome, gentlemanlike, or of ufe and
acceptation’in -good company !

Bring but one of thefe grown boys
into a circle of well-bred people, fuch
as his rank and fortune entitle him, and
in a manner oblige him, to-live-with :
and fee how: forbidding his air, how em-
barraffed all his looks and motions! His
awkward attempts at civility would pro-
voke laughter, if, again, his ruftic- painful
bafhfulnefs- did not excite - one’s pity.
What wonder if the’ young man, under
théfe “circumftances, is glad to fhrink
away, as Toon as poffible; -from fo con-
ftraining a fituation 3 and to feek the low
fociety of - his inferiors, at leaft of {uch as
himfelf among his equals, where he can
be at eafe, and give a loofe to his unform-
ed and diforderly behaviour!

But
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‘Bor ‘now, on the other hand, et %
young geritteman, who has been traied
abroad; who has been accuftonsed to the
fight and converfation of men; who has
Jearnt his exercifes, has fome ufe of the
Janguages, and hasread his Horacs or
Houmer in good company; let fuch an
one, at his return, make his appearance
in the beft focicties; and fee with what
eafe and addrefs he fuftains his part in
them! how liberal his air and manner!
how managed and decorous his delivery -
of himfelf! In fhort, how welcome to
‘every body, and how prepared to acquit
himfelf in the ordinary commerce of the
world, and in converfation! °

I smovrp think, if there were no othet
advantage of eatly travél, befide this of
manners, it were well worth fetting
againft all the other inconveniences,
whatever they be, of this fort of Edu-
cation.
o " MR«
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. MR, LOCKE,
Goou my Lord—e

~

. LORD SHAFTESBURY,

I xwolw what you would fay: that
mangers, i the Proper acceptation of
the mord, at dJeaft m the fenfe of wife
men, implies much mere than the cafe,
affurance, civility, (cell :it what you will)
which a young Traveller is fuppofed to
acquire.in s imrescourfe with the po-
lier mations. Without doubt, it does,
- Bt give me dhis foundation of  goed
brealing w0 werk upon; and if 1 had ahe
wutorage of a moble youth, I durft be ane
dwerable for all the st&, which ¢ven 2
philofopher included in bis fublime wo-
sion-of memers: whereas, withowr it
bis improvements’ of other forts ‘would
be almoft: thrown away; way, his vin
tves. themfolves would be offeitfive and

' ‘Bu;r
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BuT do not imagine I confine myfelf
to manners in the obvious meaning of
that term. I further underftand by it
an ability for ingenious, ufeful, and man-
ly converfation. - For a traveller, that
‘makes the proper ufe of : his opportu-
nities, will be all of a piece, and return
as polifned in his mind and underftand.
ing, as in his perfon.

. Anp here, again, how deficient is the
turn and, courfe. of our ordinary edu-
cation! Whither would you fend our
young pupil, to accomplifh himfelf in the
neceflary art of {fpeaking handfomely
and thinking juftly 2. What companions
have you provided for him, or what'in-
ftructors in this - man-fcience will you di-
re@ him to? fhall he court the ac-
quaintance of fome lettered pedagogue
in the fchools, or folicit the precipus
communication of fome famed - profefior
in the occult fciences? Wonderful mo-
ey dcls
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dels of corre wit, fubhmc fenfe, and
clcgant expreffion ! : )

I nave vread of an ancient Rhetori-.
cian, that took upon him to teach others
the art of fpeakingy but in fuch a way,
fays my author, that if a man had a mind-
to learn the art of not [peaking, he could
not have been directed to an abler mafter.:

I rorBEAR the application of my little
tale, out of pure refpet to the modern-
difciples and ornaments of this aneient-
fchool ; and, without pufthing matters fo:
far, it will be owned, that whatcvcr ad-
vantage of this fort may be left at home,
the lofs. will be amply made up to an
inquifitive traveller, on the contmcm:‘.
France, and even ltaly, "abounds in. men
of .diftinguifhed literature and politenefs.:
Nay, a German Profeffor may fupply.the
place of an Univerfity Doctor. Think,
what illuftrious perfons may be fome-
times met with even in a Dutch town;

and



46 ON. THE USES OF:

and how many inftruftive. Hours- you
and 1 have pafled in-converflition- with
fuch knowing, candid, and accomplithed
fcholars, as. I38- Oterc and LimaoreH.
Philofopby, ' and! even. Divinityy coulid
take- a liberal ! airy -under: chsir: m‘ﬁmgeb
ment;;: and ' eloquence- itfolf might! be
learned; on almetk\ every-fubjed; - m‘{hklr‘
company,

.11 comsipEr: théa: the: acquamtarice
andb famailianity. ofi-meniof! eminenu« pastst
and-igenius; as another. corfiderablesbenest:
fmrefukiug ftom‘thjs lmynof fdmgn ledaa.
catiom-

. S’l‘!iLa there iare hightro-thidgl imviesm
(fory now- have ventured thus fanirtipsi
dogmatic tene; I¥ind:myfelf} likeouraus.
therized: ‘tdachérs;- a- little- 1mpaﬁbam ofo
control;! and 'in*'a‘humour te-rur myfef!
out without lett ot interruptiony; filk? IS
fay, there are higher advantages-in‘view*
from travelltd-culthre-and educatior.
' You
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. You may think: as. flightly. as_ you
plcalc, of the exterior polith of manners,
_Of. may.even teeat-as. fuperficial the in.
formatien that can be acquired: in good:
company. But what fay you to that
fupreme. accomplifhment, a knowpepcE
O THE WORLD; 2 fcience fo ufeful,
as to fuperfcde or difgrace all the reft;
and'fo yrof}uqd, as _to merit_ all thq hp,-

nqurs, and to fill u all the mqafure.s,h of;
the beft- pbnlofo % Fog, by_a_know-
Ifdge of the worla I mean that whxch
refults from the obfcrva;;qq of -men. an;l»
things ; from an acquaintance with, the
cuftoms and ufages of other nations;
from fome infight into ther policies, go-
vernment, rclnglon, in a word, from.the -
findy and contein laglon of men;; as the
prefent tbemfclveg on, the great ftage o%
the world, in_ various_forms, and, un-
der different- appearances. This is thag
m{tcr-fc:cncc, wluch @ gfntlpman fhquld

" comprehend,
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comprehend, and which our fchools and
colleges never heard of, ‘

1 xnow this fcience is too difficuls:
to be perfe@tly acquired, but by long
habit and mature refleGtion. I.know it
is not.to be.expected from. a flight fur-
vey of mankind; frcm a ha&y paffage.
through the different countries, or a fhort
refidence in the great towns, of Europe
All this I am'not to be told ; but it muft,
be allowed me at the fame timc, that fo
important . a ftudy " cannot be entered.
upon’ too foon, and that the rudlments
at leaft of this fcxcnce cannot “be lald xn
t00 carly -

THE proper bufinefs, of men, efpccxally
thofe of rank and qua.hty, lies among,
men. The firlt and lat ob_]e& of a
Gentleman fhould be an intimate {tudy
and knowledge of his fpccxcs Say, that.
fome chapters of this great book, the
world, are above his reach, and too hard

for
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for his decyphering. Yet others ate
eafier and more manageable. Initiate -2
young man betimes in ‘thefe purfuits;
and his progrefs, as in other things, muﬂ:
be thc rrlorc fute and fucccfsful

A;pyz _all, lct hxm, bc taughc to give
an early attention to the manners of men,
to obferve their difpofitions, to infpe&
and analyze their charafters, What a
field is here for an mtellngent young
man; aﬁiﬁed by the fupernor lights and
expenencc of an able governor! And
what 4 hatveft of true knowledge and
learhing muft he gather and bring homé
with him, from the numberlefs varied
fcenies- He' has paffed through in his
voyages! With what luftte muft fuch a
perfon’ appear in the tourt or fénate of
his"own ‘country ! How fecure againft
the attéinpts of artifice and defign! the
plots of infidious encmies, or the pre-
tences of falfe friends! how apt for the
bufinefs of life, and for bcarmg his part

. Vou. III, E in
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in public debates and cabinet-confulti
tions !
MR. LOCKE. -

Your Lordthip declaims fo handfome-
ly on this theme, that I am fomething
loth to fpoil your panegyric by afking a
plain queftion, ¢ How this knowledge of
¢ the public affairs of his own country is
¢ o0 be come at, by foreign- pelitics 2™

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

~ As if the objets of that knowledge

were not every where much the fame!l
Bigotry or Fanaticifm in religion, fclfith
or factious intrigues in gowernment, neg-
le@ed or ill-improved agriculture or Goms

merce, infolence and want .of. dlfcxplmq
in fleets and armjes, a bad-conftituted
police under venal magiftrates, and a
corrupt adminiftration; are not thefq
the principal. mifchiefs to be guarded
agaipft by our young citizen, or perhaps
fenator? And where is the country,
which does not afford oppertunities, of

A layiég
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iaying in ofcful leﬂbm on. all chefs. fub. .
Je&m’ S , .

T fay the leaft, o little hoiie-practice:
will go a gréat Way, when énter¥d -upofi

with fo ttue 4 preparation of general

knowledge. Ow.the other hand; i hardly
needs to be obferved, the difadvantage,
withy - whiich . odr young - Iflarider. - n¥aft
ceare  irnte this foene; a novice to: the:
alfxirs of the worlds a ftrangey. to nhew
and' chatalers ;- and who has .never per<
Iwpsi fretched his obfervation beyond the:
nasrpw.circle of his cuhpmldnsg -or cvut
fis avhr famity, :

' MY panegync, as you call thxs plain
reprefensation of f2Q¢ and dkgs, would
Mever Rave an éfidy if T weté (6 tdké to
wiyfelf 2 the advandages; whicli- thie
wpie of an ‘eatly kiowledse ‘of the
world i a poung cravclier affords e,
Btic ¥ fesve: thé reft to be fuppied ‘out of
) thvfé hinee; and pafé on to otliet CoMa
' E 2 fiderations,
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fideratiqps, which feem ‘of moment to
the credit and reputation of our country,
and to the accomplithment, at leaft, of
our ingenuous: youth; = however they
may rank in the eftimation of fome, -who-
in modern times have afflumed to them-
felves thé name and office of Philofophers.

You, who have fo much a nobler way
of ' thinking than :thefe nominal fages,.
will allow me, I hope, to lay fome ftrefs:
on the. .LI1BERAL ARrTs3; which adorn
and embellith. human life; and, where
they. prevail ' to fome degree . of . per-
feCtion, are among the fureft marks of
the civility and politenefs of any people.

It is notorious enough how backward
we have been, and ftill are, in all thefe
elegant and mufe-like applications. There:
is lictde or nothing in the way of picture,
Jeulpture, and the arts of defign among us,
that can ftand the tett of a knowing and

J\ldlClOllS eye. It is but of late we have
' begun
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“begun.to form to ourfelves &7 thing
. tike an ear in harmony and the pro-
-portions of juft mufic. And whatever
“magifterial airs our fathienable workmen
in the dramatic and poetical kinds may
give  themfelves in their prologues ‘and
-prefaces, it is no fecret to.fuch -as have
looked into the ancient mafters, or have
made an acquaintance with the ftyle and
manner of the politer moderns, that we
are far from pofiefling a right tafte in
thefe things, and ‘that the Mufes have
hitherto fhewn themfelves but lmlc in-
dulgcnt to us,

- Tue courtfhip, we have paid to them,
has been prefling and ardent, if you will ;
but this c1rcumﬁ:ance, though it may do
much, nay is thought to do every thing
with the fex, feems not to have fucceed-
ed with thefe coy Ladies. Paffion and
afliduity- are not the only things : fome-
what of an addrefs and management is
looked for in our advances, Wherever

. E 3 the
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~he lics, and whatever be the cure
for it, Certain it is, there is much of the
_Gothic. manner jn the performances of
Qur belt artifts: there is neither chafte-
-pefs of defign, nor clegance of band, in
‘sar manual aperations: nothing like
eorredtnels of thought, Gmplicity of fiyle,
or the - grace of numbers, in our literate
rproduétions,

*Tia trye, the firength and vigour of
our geaiys has been exerted in other
shings.. We have been folicitous to
procure a juft tafte in policy and go-
vernment, and have at length fucceeded
in thig firft and higheft emulation, It
may.now he proper to apply the liberty,
we have fo happily gained, to other im-
provements. There is fomething, I have
ever obferved, congenial to the libera)
¥is in the reigning fpirit of a free peo-
ple, It muft thea be our own fault, if
our progrels in avery clegant purfuie do

. . hot
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not keep pace with our excellent con-
ftitutdon, -

Bur the likelieft way to quicken the
growth of thefe ftudies, is to turn our at-
tention from the bad models of our own
country, and enter into a free commerce
and generous ftruggle, as it were, with
our more advanced neighbours. And
it is here again, as in the manners
and arts of life, thé feeds of good tafte
cannot be committed to the mind too
foon. It were then to be withed, that
our young men had right impreffions of
art in their tender years; and that,
forming their relith among the ableft
proficients in Europe, they might after-
wards communicate their improvements
to their own country.

_Tnus, it might be hoped, in fome cons
venient time, we fhould have fomething
of our own to oppofe to the wit, léarning,
and clegance of Framce, and that, in the

E 4 mechanic
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mechanic execution of the fine arts, we
fhould come at length to vye with the
Italian mafters.

Nor think, that fuch an emulatian as
this would be without its ufe, even in a
moral and political view. Beauty and
virtue are pearer of kin, than every
one is perhaps aware of : and the mind
that is taken with the charm of what is
true and becoming in the reprefentation
of fenfible things, cannot be inattentive
to thofe cualities in the higher fpecies
and moral forms. It is thither indeed
the virtuofo paffion naturally teads ; and
there, it fnally acquiefces.

Quid vERU3M @&tque DECENS curo et foge, et
cmnis in boc fum. . ’

Bur I fee what you think of this
language. Let me add then, that policy,
as well as philofophy, is on the fide of
thefe ftudies.. Who can doubt their
virtug in fofiening and refining the man-
o " ners
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hers of a people? or, to take policy in
its vulgar fenfe, where would be the
hurt, if Brifain were the feat of arts
and Jetters, as well as of trade and li-
berty ? Then might we be travelled to,
" in our turn, as our neighbours are at pre-
fent; and our country, amidft its other
acquifitions, be alfo enriched (I ufe the
word in its proper, not metaphorical
fenfc) with a new fpecies of commerce.

Nor to infift, that the afcendant which
one nation takes over another in all pub-
lic concerns, is very much owing to this
pre-cmincncc of tafte and politenefs, to
its acknowledged fuperiority, I may fay,
in the literate and virtuofo charaéter:
of which France is an inftance in- our
days; as Jraly is ‘well known to have
been in the days of our forefathers, =

Anp, if there be ufe and value in fuch
things, how fhall -our ingenuous youth
be tm&u;cd wu;h a nghl: fen{c of them,
R " bug
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but by early and well-condu&ed travel?
For what difcipline, what examples,
what encouragements, have we at home ?
what academies for the gentccl exer--
cifes ? what conferences for the improve.’
ment of art or Janguage ? what focietics
for the cultivation of the liberal clu-
ralter ?

THE contemplation of thefe defe&c
carries me ftill further; to the fource
" and fountain of them all, which I make

no fcruple to lay open to you.

« Tiae was, Sir, when philofophy
herfelf could appear with grace even in
courts, when the great and noble, nay
and princes themfelves, were not athamed
to be of her train, but frequented her
ftudious fchools and walks, and were
even ambitious of her company in their
hours of leifure and recseation.

Ser now to what unpraftifed cellt
and tgnoble focietics fhe is degraded ! her
graceful



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 59

graceful form faded and fhrunk; her in-

~ genuous fprightly air deadened into I

know not what gloom and aufterity of
the cloyiter. ' '

‘You, who have done more than any
other, to retricve her credit and bring
her back fo the world, can beft tell her
prefent degenerate condition. You know
where fhe lies, unapproached by her
former fuitors; her liberal manner four-
ed into difdain and hate; her perfuafive
voice, which fpoke the language of the
Gods, broken into untuned numbers and
difcordant harfbnefs; and her very fenfc
corrupted into empty fophifms and um—
intelligible jargon. The Graces, thofe
companians of her better days, are all
fled : and in their room, a riotous band
of fauns and fatyrs dance around her,
Yet ftill fhe affumes a fort of mock-
fovereignty ; and, ‘under the new name
of Genius of the Scbool:, prefides, in ful-

len
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len majefty, over her numerous, fervile,
awe-ftruck votaries.”

In fome fuch way as this, were I at
liberty to purfue the figured fpeech, and
to adopt the higher tone of the ancient
matters, would I prefume to reprefent
the prefent flate of Erudition, as we fee
it managed in certain fublime feats and
authorized nurferics amongft us.

Anp would you invite our liberal and
noble youth to refort thither? could you
expe& that their free fpirits would ftoop
to be leGtured by bearded boys; or that
their minds coquld ever be formed and
tutored by fuch pedants, in a way that fits
them for the real pradice of the world
and of mankind? R ‘

Have we not long enough fubmitted
to the incanveniences of this monkifh edu-
cation? Look on the generality of thofe
perfons who have had their breeding in

thofg
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thofe feminaries. What principles in
morals, in government, in religion, have
fprouted thence! what difpofitions have
we known corrupted by their difcipline !
what underftandings perverted by their
fervile and falfe fyftems! Has truth, or
liberty, or reafon, fair play from that
quarter ? Nay, has not truth, and liberty,
and reafon, though fpeaking by one of
their own fons, been calumniated and re-
je€ted ! In a word, have they not always
fet themfelves to obftruét the progrefs of
true knowledge, and the caufe of free-
dom ?

Ir fuch then be the ftate of our own
feats of literature and education, what
more needs be alleged in the behalf of
ForeioN Traver; which is the only
means left to remedy thefe mifchiefs, or at
leaft to palliate and correét them ?

DIA:
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DIALOGUE VIL
‘On the Usgs of Foreion TR AVEL.
. LORD snu'rzs.nuu——ug..r..ogm.

. To
" ROBERT’ MOLBSWORTH, zéﬁ_"""

ERE I concluded my defence :
L when. Mr. Locke, perceiving, .by
the attention, we all, paid. to_him, drat
We, Were now. vaCpaI'Cd( té -recgive’ hi

snfwes, raifedblielf in his: chair;: :md;
with. aﬁrm“hnd Joolo thaw | exs

prfied, addrefillohimbelf o me- in the
fnllowng mmh. T

- - MR. LOCKE. . L
. Wizr» the fubjeét befare us 2. mmtvey
of . indiffenence: oc cutiofity,. fucle as: idte
a 6 . ' o men



ON THE USES OF

men are ufed to difcourfe of, I could al-
low your lordfhip to purfue it in this
way of Socratic raillery and declam4tion.
But, if ever there was a queftion, that
deferved the examination of a philofo-
pher, properly fo called, itis, furely, this
of EpucaTion ; and, among the various
parts of it, none is more ftri&ly t6 be in-
quired into, .as none is, perhaps, fo big
with important confequences, as that
which comes recommended to us under
the fpecious name of ForeieN TRAVEL.

~ I couLp not, -therefore, but wondér fo
hear your Lordfhip enlarge fo much, and.
fo long, on I know petiwhat varnith ‘of

manners and good.a jing 5 of -the
knowledge of méms « world ; -of

arts, languages, and ‘ofleet trappings and
fhewy appendages of education : - juft as
if an architet fhould entertain 'you with
a difcourfe on Feftoons and Foliage, or
the finithing of his Frize and Capitals,
when you expetted him-to- inftra@’ you

9 . in
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in what way to.erett a folid edifice on.
firm walls and durable foundations.

WuaT a reafonable man wants to.
know, is, the proper method of building
up mep: whereas your Lordfhip feems
folicitous for little more than trxckmg
out a fet of fine gentlemen, It feemed,
indeed, as if your. lordihip had. calcu- -
lated . your defence of travelling for a
knot of - Virtuofi, or a fill more’ fathion-
able circle (where, doubtlefs, it would
pals with much eafe and without con-
tradittion); . and had, fomechow, forgoc- :
ten that your hearers are all plain men;
one of them, an old one; and he too, ag
your Lordfhnp loyes to quahfy hlm,
philofopher. . ~ ,.‘: L

" To fpeak my mmd frankly, - my Lord
your defénce of forcxgh travel, as lively
and plauﬁble as it feemed, has no. folid
bafis ¢o-reft upon. ~You tell us of ‘many
defefts in the breeding of our Englifb

Vou. 11 F youth,
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youth, and you would willingly redrefs
them: but in what way this is beft done,.
can never be known from vague and
gencral dcclamatxon.

" T'o make this inquiry to purpofe, fome
certain principles muft be laid down;
fome fcheme of life and manners muft be
formed; fome idea or model of the cha-
raler, you would imprint on young
minds, muft be deferibed; to which we
may conftantly refer, as we go along;
and by which, as a rule, we may eftimate
the fitnefs and propriety of that fort of
breeding, you would recommend to us. -

" Since your Lordfhip then will needs
have me dictate to you on the fubjeét of
Education, 1 muft have leave tg da it in
another way, and after 4 mare foleman
manner, than you perhaps expect from
e in this freedom of converfation.

L
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I Beciv with this certain . principle =
That the bufinefs of education is to form
the UNDERSTANDING; and regulate. the
Heart. If manbe acompoundof Rea-.
fon and Paffion, the. only proper difci-,
pline of his nature is that which accom.- |
plithes thefe two purpofes.

So far we are, doubtlcfs ‘agreed. Butfj
the fubje& requires a more. particular
application of this prmcxplc

_You have laboured with much plaufi-
bility to perfuade us, That the only rea-
fonable education is' that which prepares:
and fits a man for the commerce of the-
world and I readily admit the totion, -
pmvxdcd we firft agtee about the mean--
ing.of this big word, the Worrp. Yo’
Lordﬂnp, it mdy'be, in your fublinve view:

. of ‘thihgs, is projeting to make of your:
Pupil, what is called, in the wideft’ fenfe:
of the terms, a Citizen of the world, A
Grnl F2 great
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great and awful chara&er, my Lorl!
But let us advance by juft degrees.

FirsT, if you pleafe, let us provide
that he be a worthy citizen of England;
and, by your favour, let me ennoble this
fmall ifland of ours, with the pompous
appellation of the world. It is that
world, at leaft, in which our adventurer
is to play his part; and for the com-
merce of which it concerns him moft im- -
mediately to be prepared. ‘

Now, as your Lordfhip’s chief care is
dire&ted, very properly, towards its chief
fubje@s; I mean, the men of rank and
fortune; whofe ample property and no-_
ble birth give their country the greateft
concern in their education: let me afk.
in what manner they are likely to qualify’
themfelves beft for the important parts,
they arc to a& init? '

Lorp
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LORD SHAFTESBURY, - *

- CerTAINLY, by acquiring that know-
ledge and thofe accomplithments, that are
_moft proper for the difcharge of them.

MR. LOCKE.

~ UnpousTepLy, my Lord: there can-
not-be two anfwers to fo plain a que-
ftion. As that education is, in general,
the beft, which forms the man, in the
beft manner; fo, in this confined view,
that education muft be thought the beft,
which forms the Englifhman, in the beft
manner.

. To proceed then on this rcafonablc
cpnccﬁion :

* Aw Englifp citizen, or, if you will, Se-
nator, (for this is’ the ftation to which
our - greater - citizens do, and our beft
thould ‘afpire) can' never acquit himfelf
of thé dutics he owes his country, under

o F3 this
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this chara&er, but by furnithing himfelf
.with all thofe qualities of the bead and
beart, which his fuperior rank and.pre-
tenfions demand. ..

THis laf chapter is an important onc;
and would be very long, if juftice were
done to it. But a fummary of the main
articles, .of which it confilts, may be given
in few words.

* T require then in our young afpirant
to the name and honours of an Englih
Senator, ‘that his mind be early and
thoroughly feafoned with the principles
of virtue and religion: that he be train-
ed, by a ftri¢t difcipline, to the command
of his temper and paffions: that his
ambition be awakened, or rather dire@-
ed, to its right objed, the pubiic gaod;
and to that end, that his foul be fired
with the love of excellence and true hos
nour: above all, that he have a2 re.
verence -for the legalconftitution of his
| country,

‘\.
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country, and a fervent affeion for the
great community to which he belongs.”

Your Lordfhip has a due rcfpe& for
thefe virtuous qualities of the HearT,
which will give this confideration its full
weight with yoy. But were they of ap
more account, than. many inftitutors qf
youth fcem difpofed to reckon them, ftill
there are other qualmcs, thole of the
Heap, in every man’s account. cﬂ'cntlal
requifite to the dxfchargc of thofe oﬂicns,
which.our greater citizens are deflined
to fuftain, Co

I Rrequire thereforé, in the pext
place, that our young Senator have &
ready and familiar ufe, at leaft, ‘of the
Latin tongue (your Lordhip, I knpw,
will add, and of the Greck; but in this
I am not fo peremptory): that he be
competeatly inftructed in the elements of
{cience, as well as what are called polite
letters: that. cfpecially, he be well
, F 4 ‘grounded
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‘grounded in the principles of morals,
public and private: that he have made
a_thorough acquaintance with_the hiftory
of his own country, and with its con-
ftitution, Civil and Ecclefiaftical: that
he have 2 gencral infight into the hiftory
‘of the world, antient and modern: above
all, that he have a well-egercifed under-
ftanding ; I mean, that he be taught to
“reafon clearly rand confequentially ‘upon
‘any fubje®t: and, further, to put all
‘thefe abilities to wufe, that he have a
ready command of his own language,
and the power of exprefling himfelf,
whether in writing or fpeaking, with gafe
jand perfpicuity, at leaft, if not .with ele-
gance, .

OTHER ornamental qualities I omit for
the prefent, which will almoft' come of
_themfelves, if his education be rightly
’condu&ed or may be acquu'cd with lic-
tle pains, and in the way of ‘diverfion
oniy But thefe folid accomplithments I

hold
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hold it neceffary for our youth of quality
to poflefs, by the time in which -they
ufually pafs out of the hands of their
Tutors and governors, I mean the age
of twenty-one,

AMm I unreafonable in thefe demands?
or can any thing lefs be difpenfed with
in a gentleman, who, by eftablithed cu-
ftom, is to enter into the world at thofe -
years, and to bear a part in the public
bufinefs'and legiflature of his country?

.. LORD SHAFTESBURY.
WitnouT doubt, thefe accomplifh-
ments are no more than may be reafonably
required in our young gentleman, or
Senator. But how they are to be come
at in our vulgar way of Education, 1 do
not eafily apprehend,

MR. LOCKE,
Os that, in duetime. At prefent, you

'accept this as a reafonable idea or fketch
' of
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of an Englip gentleman’s charadier;
fuch as the courfe of his education ought
to imprint upon him: and I fhall now
fhew you very clearly that it is not pol-
fible to be attained in the way of foreigs
Travel.

ConsipER, firf of all, the unavoid- -
able waste or Timg; of that time
which is fo precious in every view; not
only as being the moft proper for mak-
ing the acquifitions, I fpeak of; but as
being the only period of .his life, which
he will be at liberty to employ in that
1manner.

Earwy youth is flexible and dacile:
apt to take the imprefions of virtue, and
aeady to admit the principles of know-
ledge. The faculties of the mind are
then vigorous and alert: the conceptlon
quick, and the memory retentive. The
humble drudgery of acquiring the ele-

'mems of literature and fcience . is to
young
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‘young minds an eafy .and a . flattering
employment. A - {ubmiffive reverenge
for their teachers difpofes them to pro-
"céed without relutance in ‘any 'path
“that is prefcribed tothem; and a {pring-
‘ing emulation, joined 'to a confcious fenfe
‘of gradual improvement, gives force and
~conftancy * to their ~ purfuits. The “6b-
‘jets of their application feern important';
-not only from the ‘novelty of them, and
the authority of thofe who have ‘the’-di-
rection of their ftudies,” but ¢hiefly pet-
"haps from a confufed fenfe of their vd-
lue, much above what they ‘would en-
‘tertain, ‘were they able to' form a :true
and’ drﬁm&_)udgmentof them. oo

N

. ~'Tw1s, then, is the, feafon for. laymg
.the foundations of knowlgdgc and abiljsy
of .every kind;-and if you letit ﬂlp, withe
out applymg it carefully to thofe pur-
pofes, you will in vaii lamcnt the Ormﬂion

i siper. years, when ‘the cares ' or” amufe-

SRS ments
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~ments of life afford little leifure for fuch
purfuits, and lefs inclination.

THERE may have been fome few ex-
_amples of thofe, whofe fuperior induftry
in advanced age has atoned for the de-
fe@s of their education. But in general
the man depends intirely on the Joy;
.and he is all his life long, what the im-
preflions, he received in his early years,
have made him [f]. If therefore any
confiderable part of this precious feafon
.be wafted in foreign travel, 1 mean if it
.be attually noz employed in tue purfuits
proper toit, this circumftance muft needs
be confidered as an objection of great
weight to that fort of education.

Your Lordfhip may confider, mext, the
DISSIPATION oF MIND attending on this
itinerant education ;' while the fcene is

[f1%a¥ & paOcs Ti5y TAUTE cu{wSm P’ ‘
Hgls yngas. i'w .a?&u o wadwiie
== Eurip..IRETIAEZ.

- conftantly
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conftantly changing; and new objeéts

perpetually fprmgmg up before him, to
folicit the admiration of our young tra. -
veller.

One of the greateft fecrets in educa-
tion is, to fix the attention of youth: a
painful operation! which requires long
ufe and a fteady unrcmlttmg difcipline ;
the very reverfe of that roving, defultory
habit, which is infeparable from the fort "

-of life you would recommerd. The
young mind is naturally impatient of con-
ftraint: it hates to be confined for any '
time in the fame track ; and is flying out,
at every turn, from the proper fubje& of
its meditation. Inftead of counterating
this native infirmity, you indulge and
fatter it; till, by degrees, the mind lofes -
its tone and vigour, and is utterly incapa- :
ble of paying a duc attention to any:
thing, :

I insisT.
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.I 1Ns1sT- the more on this confidera- -
tion, becaufe in acquiring the elements of .
learning it is of great importance that
the learner proceed uniformly in the
courfe. on which .he has entered. It
may. now and then be the privilege of a-
genius, to feize the principles of know- .
ledge at once, and to grow wxﬁ:, as we
may fay, by intuition. But the common,
fort of minds are of another make.
is. by flow fteps only that they arrive at
knowledge, and, if you ﬁop ot divert
their progrefs, their labour is all thrown-,
away, or yields at beft a fhallow, fuper-
ﬁcxa.l, and\ ill- dxgcﬂ:ed lcarmng o n

Bnr ‘were no. account to be had of
th: lqﬁ of time, or. of this diffpated .turm.
of mind; whxch s ftill more permcxous,.f
I. fhould ncverthelcfs objeét to this tra-
velled education, on account of the \(cry_'
objets to which our traveller’s apbLI-’
cagzon is direGed.

INsTEAD
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InsTEAD of thofe neceffary and funda-
mental parts of knowledge, which I re-
quire him to have laid in, his -atteation,
fomuch of it as can be fpared for any
thing that looks like information, is
wafted on things either frivolous or ua-
important.

His frft bufinefs is, to make himfelf
perfec in the forms of breeding, which,
he finds in ufe among thofe he lives.
with, or perhaps in their forms of drefs
anly.

His ngxt concernis, to acquire a readi-
nefs in the languages of Europe; or, to
fhorten his labour as much as poffible,
at leaft in the Fremch language. The
pretence is, thet he may fir -himfelf for
converfation with- his foreign aequaint-
ance; which takes up much time to lits
tle purpofe, as the ufe ceafes, in a good
degree, with his return home:. and, thac
“ 5 ‘ he
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he may qualify himfelf for perufing their
beft books; which takes him off from
the ftudy of thofe which are ftill better,
in the learned languages, and I will ven-
ture to fay, in his own. ,

Ir any thing furtber employ his at-
tention, it is perhaps a little virtuofothip.
He inquires after fine pi¢ures, fine
ftatues, fine buildings. He 'vifits the
thops of artificers; gets admiffion to li-
braries, cabinets of medals, and repofito-
ries of curiofities; and, for fome relaxa-
tion from thefe arduous toils, is frequent
at Churches, Theatres, and Courts of
Judicature, and ftares at proceflions, cere-
monies, and other folemn thews.

Axp, now, when thefe three poiats
have been duly attended to, I leave your
Lordfhip to guefs what leifure he is like-
ly to have for accomplifhing himfelf in
thoe other ftudies, which you allow me

3 to
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to 'ﬁi'ppofc ar¢e of much greater im-
portance.

In one word, my Lord, if he acquires
any knowledge, it is only, or chiefly, of
fuch things as he may very well do with-
ott, o, at beft, ar¢ of an inferior and
fabordindte confideration: while thé
btanches of learning, he muft negle®
for thefe, are of the moft conftant ufe
atid meceffity to him in the commerce of
his whole life.

T then your Lordfhip can find 4
way to reconcile thefe different purfuits,
1 muft be of opinion that the boafted
way of travel is the worft that can be
contrived for the proper inftru&tion of
owr young countrymen,

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Witnour doubt, if thefe lefs im-
portant points engrofs all their attention.

But can there be a difficulty in carrying
Vou. IIIi G on
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on the two defigns together; efpecially,
if a good and attentive tutor be at hand,
to dire&t his pupil’s purfuit and quicken
his application?

MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip, like the friends and
parents of a young traveller, is for ex-
acting wonders at the hands of this im-
portant perfonage, a tutor. But the
truth is, fo many, and fo different things
cannot be well learned, even with the
advantage of the beft parts under the
very beft direction.

Besipes, your Lordfhip forgets that
what we now inquire into, is, whether
the generality of our Engli/b youth of qua-
lity fhould be educated in this form ; not,
whether two or three young men, of the
moft uncommon genius and application,
may not poflibly fucceed in it. I demand
an education, which may ordinarily pro-
duce ufeful and able men: your Lord-

thip
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hip is providing only for, what comes
of itfelf, a prodigy.

AnD now, my Lord, with this prepara-
tion, I think myfelf enabled to reply dif-
tinctly to the feveral arguments you al-
ledged for the expediency of foreign tra-
vel. It is very clear, that the moft folid
advantages are loft by it. But perhaps
we-fhall find a recompenfe for this lofs,
in the thewy and ornamental accomplith-
ments, which travel promifes; and which
your Lordfhip fuppofes the world will
readily, and with reafon, accept inftead
of them, |

Tuese accomplithments are fummed
up in the BENEFITS of an enlarged fo-
ciety and converfation; which, = again,
branch out into many heads; and under
different names, furnithed, I think, the
fubftance, as well as governed the me-
thod, of your viadication.

G2 TH.s
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THis was the polite and populs?
theme, which you chofe to drefs out in
all the colours of your eloquence. To
make way for thefe, and to lay them oh
with more effe®, your Lordthip was
pleafed to tell us a very melancholy
flory.  England, it feems, is over-run
with barbarifm and ignorance; its inha-
bitants are rude and uncivilized; and
nothing can be learnt among thém;
which is fit to appear in good company.

Ir this had been faid of our fore.
fathersin C£saARr’s time, or even in good
- King Epcar’s, when the land, they fay,
was over-run with wolves (by which, I
- fuppofe, the monkifh mythology means
men, as favage); I could have found but
little, it may be, tooppofe to the accufa-
tion. But at this time of day, when
arts and letters have at leaft made
fome progrefs among us; when com-
merce has extended our acquaintance
with
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with the rudeft parts of the globe, and
policy ftrengthened our connexions with
the moft civilized; whea our country is
filled with large fourifhing ,towns, and
even prides itfelf in 3 vat, opulent, and
fplendid metropolis; I could not but
think the charge was a ligtle aggravated,
or that your Lordthip had forgotien to
fpeak of Ewglasd, as it nqw fubfifts, in
the clofe of the feventeenth century. It
feemed to me as if sthe Englip mighit
now, at leaft, deferve to be confidered as
osen; and that in eur ceurts and camps,
if not in our colleges, we might ftand 2
chance of finding what your Lordfhip
would not difdain to qualify -with the
name of gentlemen.

" Bur the other mcpnkntatxon w3s
more favourableto your - Lordthip’s caufe:
and out of that reprefentation arofe the
feveral Bars ARTTIES, with which you
thought fit to mortify ang alarm us,

G 3 THE
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Tue firft fire of your zeal is {pent on
that fwarm of Prejupices, with which
our Englifs, or at leaft provincial, youth
are commonly over-run.

PRBJUDICES, my Lord, is an equivocal
term; and may as well mean right opi-
nions taken upon truft, and deeply root-
ed in the mind, as falfe and abfurd opi-
nions, fo derived and grown into it.

THe former of thefe will do no hurt;
on the contrary, pcrhaps, the very beft
part of education is employcd in the
culture of them,

But admit, they are of the Jatter fort:
ftill they may be only the exceffes of
right principles and notions. And in
that cafe, I fhould doubt whether the
evil be of confequence enough to deferve
your indignation. Perhaps no man has
enough of certain virtues, that does not

carry
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carry them fomething too far. The juft
degree, the precife mean, is a nice point
to hit. The condition of our common
nature is fuch, that we either overfhoot
the mark, or fall fhort of it; and your
Lordfthip eafily apprehends which is the
more convenient as well as more generous
part, in this moral archery.

Besipes, reflexion and  experience
will come in, foon enough to moderate
thefe excefles. So that, for my part,
though our young patriot thould happen .
to entertain the extravagant conceit, you
diverted yourfelf with, of the foil and
climate of Old England, 1 fhould take
that for no great objection to his home-
breeding, and fhould, pefiibly, not be
over forward to difabufe him of fuch
honeft errors,

Surery, my Lord, there are certain
éﬂbcian’omt of ideas, which, however odd-
ly formed, your Lordfhip would be fome-
thing loth to undo. ‘ '

G 4 To
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To take your own inftance: What if
the ideas of liberty chanced to be clofe--
ly conne&ed with thofe of Old England; -
fo as, by the magic of this union, to con-
vert her rude heaths and barren moun.
tains into pleafurable landfkips; would
you be forward, if you had it in your
power, to diffolve this charm, and, by fet-
ting thofe obje&ts in their true and pro-
per light, difenchant the mind, at the
fame time, from the idea, or warm lo_vg

atleaft, of Englyb Liberty?

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

You know well, I perceive, how ta
chufe your inftances. The force of this,
you fuppofe, will hardly be loft on him,
who profefies himfelf an adorer of that
lxbcrty But, under favour, I fe¢ no
fuch inconvenience, as you fuggeft, in
putting afunder two things which’ ;ru_th
and nature had no hand in bringing to-
gether, Liserty has charms enough
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to attach the mind, wherever the place
of her ahade be; and I have never
heard that the Jovelinefs of her form is
impaired, or even difgraced, by the home-
linefs of her habltatlon.

\

- MR. LOCKE.
It may be fo; and the reafon, as in
the cafe of the more felfith affections, is,
That the habitation of our idol, what-
ever be our worihxp, is rarely thoyght
hemely. But convince us that our
country is fcarge worth contending for,
and, as lovely as its Goddefs Liberty
may appear to enamoured eyes, the ge-
perality of her votaries will, I.doubt, be
fomething flack in her defence.

BurT, after all, an illuﬁration muft not
be queftigned at this rate. Itis enough
that your Lordfhip fees ]} am not for
difcarding Principles, under the oppro-
brions pame of Prejudices. The tender

minds-af youth are 0 be treated with in-
dulgence. ’
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dulgence. If they put forth too faft,
and too luxuriantly, let the ordinary me-
thods of culture be applied to them. A
little drefling and pruning, at fit feafons,
may do more good, than tranfplanting :
a fatal experiment, in many cafes; which,
in checking the immoderate vigour'f its
growth, kills the tree, or, at beft, brings
on 3 languifhing and dwarfifh imbecillity.

Ir, indeed, by Prejudices you mean
vicious principls, properly fo called;
that is, vicious in themfelves, as well as
in the degree: thefe, it is certain, muft
be rooted up; and the fooner, the bet-
ter: but then there is no need of croffing
the feas for the benefit of fuch an ope
ration, :

For the proper cure of fuch pre-
Jjudices, as I take it, is to be made by
the application of thofe truths that are
common to all climes; not by the par-
tial manners or opinions which arife out

of
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of them in this or that more polithed
lociety. '

But 'your Lordfhip, I obferved, as
though you had taken up this charge of
Prejudices purely to introduce the fa-
tire on Old Englard, was content to drop
it, as foon as it had ferved your turn.
You exchanged it, however, for anotber
of more importance, THE LOW, SORDID»
AND IMMORAL HABITS; which ftrike
into the lives and manners of our youth,
and are, as you conceive, epidemical and -
incurable in this Ifland.

IT may be true, that too much of the
complaint is well-founded. The tafte of
our provincial gentry may be fomething
coarfe; and their houfes, none of the
beft fchools of civility and politenefs: fo
that Jow and even immoral habits may
be, and, I doubt, too often are, the fruit
of an ordinary domeftic education. But
then what remedy does your Lordthip

prefcribe
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prefcribe for the removal of them?
Why, you fend them abroad with all
their imperfetions upon their heads; to
get rid of their bad habits, as they can,
-and to pick up better, as they will: or,
do you perhaps imagine that the ill qua-
lities, they take out with them, will drop
off, of themfelves? and that the good
ones thcy ftand in need of, like new
Jeaves in the fpring, will immediately
put forth and take their places?

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

I po but imagine, that bad habits are
only to be expelled by better; and that
therefore the readieft way for our coun-
trymen to get quit of their ill manners,
is, to force them into good company,
And, with your leave, I fee nothing very
abfurd or unreafonablc in this ima-
gination.

MR LOCKE.

CERTAINLY Dot, in preferibing . goasl
hgbxts as 4 cype for bad ongs. Byt your
Lordfhxp
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Lordfhip had done well to fhew what
there is in a foreign air, that is fo propi-
tious to good habits, as that none but
fuch can thrive in it; or, if there be 2
mixture of good and bad, as with us, how
your traveller fhall be fecured againft an
ill choice. Otherwife, our young fpark
may pick up new habits indeed; but
they may only be different from what he
took from home, not better or more rea-
fonable.

1 pousr, my Lord, that, when fuch
tiade and untutored boys find themfelves
removed from that reftraint which the
tye of a parent, though but little ac-
tultomed to civility Hhimfelf, impofed
upon them; they will rather give way to
a freer indulgence of their owh froward
humours, than be in any dilpofition to
check and reform them. What inclina-
tion will fuch perfons have to benefit by -
good company? or how indeed will they
gain admittance into it ? A

I ap-
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I appeaL to your ‘own obfervation,
whether, when this fort of ill-educated
people ger abroad, and fettle for a time
in fome frequented city, their ufual way
be not to keep at diftance from the bet-
ter company of the place, and to flock to-
gether into little knots and clubs of their
own countrymen, or of fuch others as
are moft refembling in tafte and manners
to themfelves; where all their low hu-
mours are freely indulged, and even in-
flamed, by the mutual fociety and coun-
tenance of one another. This, your
Lordthip knows, is moft frequently the
cafe; while the obfequious tutor is at
length more likely to be fwayed by the
importunity, and perverted by the ill ex-
ample, of his difciples, than they are to
be reftrained by his advice and autho-
rity.

But, though foreign travel fhould be
indeed a remedy for the mifchiefs, com-
plained of, I flill queftion whether it

would
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would be a proper one. Suppofe our
young gentleman to be of fo pliant a
make, as to lay afide his ruftic and illi-
beral habits in complaifance to the bet-
ter company, he is obliged to live with:
does it immediately follow, that he will
adopt none but what are fit for him to
affume; and, with fo raw and undifcern-
ing a judgment as he carried out with
him, that he will have the fkill to felect
only and affume fuch manners as are
moft becoming and ornamental ?

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

As if one needs be in any pain, on
that head; when the habits, I fpoke
of, are not only different from thofe he
muft afflume abroad, but the very reverfe
of them!

MR. LOCKE,

Avas, your lordfhip is not to be told,
that the reverfe of wrong is not always
right. Even in the inftance your Lord-
fhip puts, a young man may be polithed

indeed
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indeed out of his rufficky; yet, if he
have no Béttc;“r fule to go by, than the
fafhion of the place where he lives, he
may eafily wear himfelf into the contrary
~ defedt, an effeminate and anthanly fop-
pery. And, for the probability of fuch
mifcarriage, your Lordfhip is again re-
ferred to your own experience 4rd ob-.
fervation.

As to what I take to be the propet
remedy for thefe barbarities, that is an-
other queftion, which I may afterwards
find occafion to explain to you more at
large. For the prefent, I muft take
léave to conclude, that, under the circums
ftances here fuppofed, foreign ttavél is
generally an infufficient, always an xm~
proper, cure for them.

Your Lordfhip indeed goes further:
You contend, that, if thefe fordid and
dirty habits could by any means be ex-
pelled, ftill our Englih educatiofi is fo

5 effentially .
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effentially bad, that no liberal or grace-
ful. manners could be derived from it.,
And here your Lordfhip’s rhetoric ex-
patiates in full fecurity: You feem con-
fident that, though a method might be
found out for making réafonable men,
yet our home-breeding is abfolutely in-
capable of furnithing fine gentlemien.

On this occafion it was; that the fer-
vile difcipline of our fchools, and the pe-
dant tutorage of our colleges, afforded
ample fcope to your refentment. From
an over-charged picture of both thefe,
your Lordfhip finds means to drefs up
fuch a prodigy of ill manners, as muft
be the fcorn, or pity, of all good cem-
pany: which, to move our pity, or our
fcorn the more, your Lordthip, I remem-
ber, took care to contraft to the eafy, the
affured, the all-fufficient air of a finithed
traveller.

Vor. 11, H " To
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To this triumphant part of your ha-
rangue, I have only to oppofe fome plain
and fimple truths.

Tue awkward bafhfulnefs of a young
man is a fin which, I know, admits of no
expiation, in good company. However,
what good company will not pardon, it
will foon remove. And, till that blefled
time comes, let it fir# be confidered that
the modefty of ingenuous youth, though a
terrible vice in itfelf, is yet favourable
to fome virtues. It is ful of deference
end refpect; it preferves innocence; -
nourifhes emulations and, till reafon be
of age to take the rein into her hands,
fufpends and controuls all the paffions,
Nay, if it did nothing more than difpofe
a young man to obferve much and talk
little; even this advantage might be fome
recompence for the ill figure it gives him
in the eyes of your Lordfhip’s good
company.

Havz
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Have acare, my Lord, left, by taking
off this reftraint too foon, youemancipate
your favoured youth from every princi-
ple of honour, and let him run headlong
into worthleflnefs, diffolution, and ryin!

I xnow what the world is ready to
.think of this talk. But a truce with the
world. Iam a Philofopher, your Lord-
fhip knows: nay, your Lordfhip, too, is
a Philofopher. Let us for once then
~ hazard an unfathionable truth, that mo-
defty in a young man is his grace and
arnament; and that a confident young
booby, not a bafhful one, is the prodigy
that needs the expiation.,

ConsIDER, furtber, my Lord, that bath-
fulnefs is not fo much the effe® of an
ill education, as the proper gift and pro-
vifion of wife nature. Every ftage of
life has its own fet of manners, that is
fuited to it, and beft becomes it. Each

Ha 1s
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is beautiful in its feafon; and you might .
as well quarrel with the child’s rattle,
and advance him dire&tly to the boy’s
top and fpan-farthing, as expe& from
diffideat youth the manly confidence of
riper age.

LamenTABLE in the mean time, I am
fenfible, is the condition of my good lady;
who, efpecially, if fhe be a mighty well-
bred one, is perfettly fhocked at the
boy’s awkwardnefs, and calls out on the
taylor, the dancing-mafter, the player,
the travelied tutor, any body and every

body, to relieve her from the pain of fo
difgraceful an objeét.

Sue fhould however be told, if a pro-
per feafon and words foft enough could
be found to convey the information, that
the odious thing, which difturbs her fo
much, is one of nature’s fignatures im-
prefled on that age; that bafhfulnefs is
but the paflage from one feafon of life

to
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to another; and that as the body is then
the leaft graceful, when the limbs are
-making their laft efforts and haftening
to their juft proportion, fo the manners
are the leaft eafy and d:fengaged when
the mind, confcious and impatient of its
imperfections, is ftretching all its facul-
ties to their full growth.

Ir T had the honour of her Ladyfhip's
ear, I might further add, for her com-
fort, that as to this- over-whelming mo-
defty, which muffles merit, the boy, if
fhe have but patience, will prefently out-
grow it, as he does his cloaths; that when
this cloak of fhame has done its work of
warmmg and invigorating his young vir-
tue, it may fafely be laid afide, or rather
will drop off of itfelf; and that, as poor
~ and fheepifh a thmg as maiter now is, he
may. turn out, in the end, as forward a

fpark as the beft of thym

H 3 LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Fye, Mr. Locke; what, my philofo.

pher give into this gaiety! he, who re-

proached me juft now for the way of
raillery and declamation!

MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip does well to upbraid
me for treating in fo light 2 manner what
deferves, indeed, the moft indignant re-
proof. For, what is this endeavour to
quench ingenuous fhame, but a blafphe-
mous attempt to counteract the defigns
of Proyidence, and obliterate, by main
force, one of the moft natural, as well as .
moft precious, diftin&tions of early youth?
Modefty is the blufh of budding reafon
and virtue: and if art could fucceed in
the prepofterous projet of forcing the
fruit without the bud, not only this
prime grace of the year would be loft,
but the produétion itfelf, though it might
be wondered at as a rarity, could never

pre;cnd
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pretend to the flavour and ripenefs of
that which is of nature’s own growth.

- In plain words, my Lord, modefty is
the ormament of youth; and the earneft
or rather the proper caufe, of all that is
excellent in riper age. It graces the
boy, and, in due time, forms the man:
whereas in fupprefling this young vir-
tue, you precipitate, indeed, a fort of man-
hood; which, yet, in effe&, is only a per-
petual boyi{fm, or rather a portentous
mixcure of both ftates, without the vir.
tues of either. '

I am far from meaning by all this,
and your Lordfhip will be as far from
[ufpe&ting me to mean, that an eafy un-
eonftrained manner is not an amiable
and agreeable thing. I am onmly for
waiting the proper time of its appear-
ence; which nature makes a little later
than our impatient fancics are ready to

prefcribe to her, -
H4 ConsiDER
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Consmer too, this polite accomplifh-
ment, this fupreme fnithing of a well-
formed chara&ler, can only be acquired,
except in fome extraordinary inftances,
by long inceffant ufe and habit in con-
verfation; which, befides the unfitnefs of
the thing in other refpets, would dif-
fipate the young mind too much, and
take it off from thofe other more im-
portant purfuits, which are proper to that
age.

Nay, I might further fay, and with
much truth, that politenefs, in your Lord-
thip’s, at leaft ‘the court-fenfe of the
word, is not to be attained by the ableft
men; and when jt is attainable, would
generally do hurt, I mean beyond a cer-
tain degree, to its poffeflors.

No very great man was ever what
the world calls, perfectly polite. - Men of
that ftamp cannot afford fuch attention

' ' to
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to little things, as 'is neceffary to form
and complete that character.

AND even to men of a common make,
that exceflive fedulity about grace and
manner, which conftitutes the eflence
of good breeding, would be injurious;
as it tends to cramp their faculties, ef-
feminate the temper, and break that
force and vigour of mind which is re-
quifite in 2 man of bufinefs for the dif-
charge of his duty, in this free country.

_ So that, for any thing I fee, this ex-
quifite eafe of good breeding fhould be
left "to the ambition of ftill inferior
[pirits, of fuch indeed as are confcious to
themfelves of an incapacity for any
other, '

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

THE conceflion is gracious; and the
danger, no doubt, alarming, left our fe-
nators and men of bufinefs fhould be
difabled
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difabled for their high fun&ions by
excefs of good manners. Yet ‘tis fome
confolation, that at prefent I fee no
fymptoms of that enfeebling polienefs
among fuch of the ornaments of cither
houfe, as I have the honour to be ac-
quainted with,
MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordthip may divert yeurfek
as you think fit, with an old man’s fears.
But if this mode of travelling, which
has taken fo much with us fince the
- peace [g], fhould continue for any time,
the day may come but too foon, when
thefe fancies of mine will be realized:
when politenefs fhall be fatal to ability
of every kind; and, at leaft in the higher
ranks of life, when our countrymen fhall
be too well bred to be good for any
thing,

AnD now, having ventured fo far, fhall

I proceed one ftep further, and take to
[e] Of Ryfawick, in 1697.

‘ ' myfelf
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myfelf the privilege of an old man, to
exprefs my fenfe of this whole matter, a
Jictle unfathiongbly? The mighty value,
. that is fet upon manners, comes, as I have
already hinted, from a quarter, which,
though it may imprint refpet on a per-
fon of your Lordfhip’s age and gale
lantry, muft not pretend to be fo much
confidered by grey hairs. If you can for-
give the liberty, I will then, at length,
fpeak out, and fay, They are the ladies,
only, or chiefly, that have affixed fuch an
idea of merit to this envied quality of
good-breeding; and that, as appearances
are thought to {way full enough with that
delicate fex, they may perhaps have
advanced the credit of it fomething
higher than fuch an accomplithment
deferves.

Axp when I further confider the
mighty influence which thefe fair dif-
penfers of reputation muft needs have on
our gallapt and courtly youth, I cannot
' wonder
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wonder that the mode of ‘foreign travel
is become fo fafhionable, Nay, I am
half inclined to fuppofe, that, in this de-
bate between us, I have rather your po-
litenefs to contend with, than your judg-
ment: and that, if your Lordfhip would
deal roundly with me, your anfwer on
this occafion would be the fame with His,
who (as I have heard you tell the ftory)
being queftioned by his friends why a per-
fon of  his acknowledged . fenfe and brave-.
ry would accept the challenge of a cox-
comb, thought it vindication enough of
bimfelf to reply, ¢ that, for the men,
“ ke could fafely truft their judgment;.
“ but how fhould he appear, at night,
< before the maids of bonour [b] 2"

WaeTHER 1 prefume too much in
this fancy, is not material. It is enough
to fay, that what there is of ufe or beauty
in polite carriage will come of itfelf, with
a little experience of - the world and good

(4] Adwvice to an Autbor, P. 11. 8. 111,
company;
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company; and fhall not, with my confent,
be purchafed at the expence of far bet-
ter things. C

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Nor with mine: for, with -all the
courtlinefs and gallantry you make me
mafter of, I never intended by the good
company, 1 mentioned with fo much refpec,
either thofe foolith.men, or women, who
prefer the forward .aflurance of their
boys to every other confideration. I only
think that a reafonable attention to the
manners of our noble youth is a matter
of much confequence; as early impref-
fions of this fort are neceflary to fit them
for the commerce of the world, from
which alene they can hope to derive
their beft and moft folid -inftruion:
and your gaiety on the fair fex muft
not reftrain me from agreeing with them,
in this inftance, that I fee not how that
world can be read and ftudied, asit ought
to be, without travelling.

MR.
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MR. LOCKE,

Yes; now your Lordfhip cories te an
mportant point indeed. From the po-
lith of manners, the leaft confiderable,
and the eafiet to be attained of all the
parts of good breeding, your Lordfhip,
as I now remember, rofe at once toa
fubje¢t of real confequence, I mean,
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD; &
fcience, as you well termed it, the moft
profound and ufeful. And if this Mas.
TER-SCIENCE were to be acquired by
means of early travel, our young gentle-
man fhould have my confent to fhut up
his books, and fet forth on his adven-
tures, directly,

But, good my Lord, confider with
yourfelf the difficulty of this ftudy; the
ripenefs of age and judgment neceffary
for entering upon it; much more, for
making a real progrefs in it,

5 A Anp
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Anp why, as I before hinted, will
your Lordfhip be fo impatient to come
at the end, without the means? Why,
in fuch hafte to build up men, when
nature has allotted a feafon far their be-
ing boys?

Witsout doubt, if our youth could
Rart up men, at once, armed at all points,
as the fable has it, and thoroughly fur-
nifhed for the bufinefs of life, we fhould
gladly accept this benefic, and mighg
then be content to overlook or fupprefs
all the cares of education. But this is
~ mot the condition of humanity. Its ime
provements of every kind are flow and
gradual. Timeand attention form each;
and it is only through the right applica.
tion of preceding fates, that we arrive,
at length, at the maturity of human wif-
dom. Let the child and boy be allowed
to perfe& themfelves in what belongs o
thofe conditions, and it will then be time

enough
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enough to provide for the manly cha-

~ radter.

RerLeer with yourfelf, my Lord,
When the young unfurnifhed traveller is
carried out into the world, with noprin-
ciples to poize his condu@®, no maxims to
dire& his judgment, what can be ex-
pected from this untimely enterprize?
what, but fluuating morals, and for-
tuitous deliberations? He has not fo
much as the idea of what conftitutes
man. How then fhould he obtain any
real and ufeful knowledge of the hu-
man charaéter?

Ir by a knowledge of the world, be
only meant a knowledge of the external
modes and cuftoms of it, this, no doubt,
were beft acquired by furveying them as
they prefent themfelves in the various
tribes and focieties of mankind. But
your Lordfhip means more than this:
you underftand a knowledge of a higher

1 kind;
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kind y fuch as refpeés the creature man,
confidered in his effential parts, his reafon
and his paffions. This is a different kind
of ftudy, my Lord, from that other.
Any one that has eyes, is qualified to ob-
ferve the thapes and mafks of men; but -
to penetrate their interior frame, to in-
fpect their proper difpofitions and cha-
radters, is the bufinefs of a well-informed
and well-difciplined underftanding.

Can your Lordtip ferioufly expe&
that a young boy fhould comprehend the
effe&, which government, policy, inftitu- -
tion, and other circumftances of life, have
on the pliant reafon of mankind? or,.
that he fhould have the fkill to difentan-
-gle the various folds and intricacies, in
which their real charaéters lie involved,
through the infidious and difcordant
working of the paffions? He fhould
furely know what truth and reafon is,

- before he can derive any benefit to him-
felf from the difcourfe’ of men: and he
- Vo IIL. ~ 1 fhould
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fhould have carefully watclied the. hiove-
ments of his own heatt, béfore he pre-
fume to analjze, as your lordfhip €%
prefled it, the characters of ethers.

You fee, then, the  unfeafoniblenefs
and inutility of foreign ttavel, as to the
cafe in hand, even on the fuppofition that
our traveller were admitted ‘into what is
called, the beft company. But how fhall
this privilege be obtained? In what
country can it be thought that the po-
. litenefs of eminent men will condefcend
to a free and intimate communication
with boys, of whatever promifing hopes,
or illuftrious quality ? Certain flight and
formal civilities, your Lordfhip knows,
afe the utmoft that can be looked .fory
and are indeed the.whole of what gur ilt-
prepared traveller is capable.

“Your Lordfhip did well to remmd me
- of fuch focieties as thofe in which you
and 1 have, at txmes, treen engaged.

Y Thc
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‘The recollettion is, of courfe, flittering
and agreeable. But let us prefume upon
ourfelves, my Lord; the LimMporcas and
Le Crercs are not {o obvious to every.
body, as they were to us; or, if they
were, every body would not profit fo
well by them. And if private fcholars
be thus inacceflible,” how fhall we think
to intrude on the bufinefs and occupa-
tions of experienced magiftrates and mis .
nifters 2 And, putting both thefe out of
- the queftion, who remain for the tutor:
age and inftruétion of thefe travelled
boys, but fuch raw, unaccamplithed com-

panions, as they left at home, and may
ﬁnd evcry where in abundance ?

StiLL my objeQions go further, What
if, by uncommon fagacity and good luck,
fome acquaintance be made with fuperier
perfons, and fome little infight at length
be gained inte their real charatters? Of °
what mighty advantage will this be in
life, when their bufinefs lies amongft

: I2 other



16 ON THE USES OF

other men ; and when the fame induftry
and attention had brought them ac-
quainted with the charaéters of thofe,
they muft a&t and live with? Foreigners
are neither an eafier ftudy than our own
countrymen, nor a more ufeful one. The
very modes and forms of external breed-
ing catch the attention of unexperienced
- youth; and are fo many obftacles to
_their real progrefs in this fcience. And,
when all is done, the modifications of
the human charaéter, as exifting at home,
and exhibited in the lives and a&ions of
their fellow-citizens, are, as I faid, the
proper objets of their curiofity.

In fHort, the utmoft I can allow to
this difcipline of foreign travel, under the
idea of its furnifhing & knowledge of the
world, is, That it may poflibly wear a
young man into fome ftudied and apifh
refemblance of the models, he copies
from, in his deportment and manners;
or that the various fcenes, he has paffed

' through,
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through, may furnith matter, at his re-
turn, for much unprofitable babble in
converfation : but, that he fhould come
back fraught with any folid information
. concerning men and things, fuch as, in
your Lordthip’s fublime phrafe, may fit
him to appear with luftre in the court
_or fenate of his own country, is what I
can never promife myfelf from this
fafhionable mode of education.

I am even difpofed to promife myfelf
the lefs from it, for an obfervation, 1
have fometimes had the opportunity of.
making,.

AN old man has fo little about him to
provoke envy, that he may be allowed
to make the beft of his former fucceffes,
And though I pride myfelf in one, of a
very delicate nature, the boaft of it will
not be ill taken even there,” where your
Lordthip, with all your pretenfions, would
be heard with no patience. In fhort, I

I3 indulge
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indulge myfelf in the vanity of faying
that I have, in my time, been well with
the fair fex, and have even been coun-
tenanced fo far as to be admitted into a
degree of acquaintance and familiarity
with fome ladies of the higheft quality
and diftin@®ion. And of thefe, I have
conftantly obferved, that, though bred
up at home, they had a manifeft ad-
vantage over their travelled brothers,
I was going to fay, in learning and
fcience, but certainly in true politenefs,
good fenfe, and even a knowledge of the
" world. '

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
I unDERsTAND this civility to the la-
_ dies, as a decent atonement for your late
freedoms with them. In this light I
fhould bé unwilling to cavil at it : and
yet I fee not, how your high encomiums
on the fuperior good fenfe and polite-
nefs of thefe home-bred ladies can con-
fit with the paffion, you before cenfured

' in
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in them, for forcign travel, as favour-
able, in their qpinion, to the production
of fuch virfues,

MR, Locxs.'

My confiftency in this reprefcntatlon,
I dbubs, is lefs queftionable, than my civi-
hty For the ladies, on whom I beftow-
ed thofe hxgh but juft cncomxums, were
chiefly fuch as I had known in my
younger days, before the paflion for tra-
vel had got among them, Now in-
deed the cafe is altering apace, and the
- effe@®s are anfwerable. The virtues of -
the Englip ladies, when they ftaid at
home, were more confpicuous than thofe
of our travelled gentlemen. Now that
they, too, begin to travel, their follies
are, alfo, more glaring : in cither cafe, I
am willing to own, for the credit of my
civility, from the fame reafon, that both
good and il qualities ftrike us moft, when
Jet in the precious metal of that fex.

14 HowEVER,
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Howzver, from the whole of my ex-
perience, I muft needs conclude, that this
finithing of a travelled education only
ferves to corrupt good qualities, or u1-
flame bad ones.

Bur the ladies are not in my province.
If they were, a knowledge of the world
s not the leading virtue I might with
to fee them pofifefied of. In the men, I
confefs, this accomplithment is of more
importance; and 1,am therefore {oli-
citous, that no well-meaning youth, whom
it fo much concerns to gain a knowledge
of the world, fhould be mifled in his
fearch of it.

SeriousLy, my Lord, the worLz,
-which I am forced to repeat fo often, is
a folemn word, and the ftudy of it has
an air of fomething plaufible and im-
pofing. But thofe, who know what the
world is, will think it beft that a young
man
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man begin with what is the firft and
laft concern of every man, the ftudy of
himfelf; and if, in due time, he come to
underftand, and, ftill more, to value as
they deferve, the charatters of the great
and good men of his own country, the
opprobrious name of bome-bred will not
hinder him from acquiring the beft fruit,
with which a knowledge of the world,
rightly underftood, can furnith him.

For, my Lord, I muft not, on fo in-
viting an occafion as this, conceal an odd
fancy of mine from your Lordfhip,

THE affair of knowing the world, about
which weak and fantaftic people make
fo much noife, and which one hears
them perpetually infifting upon with
fo much fufficiency, is of all others the
niceft and moft momentous ftep that
is made in education. And, though
volumes have been written to teach
ps how we may beft become fcholars,

‘ orators,
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" orators, courtiers, what net; yet not
one leaf do ] ever remember to have
feen, compafed by any capable man,
that inftru@s us in the proper way of
getting into this great fecret,

It is net 3 matter to be entered upan,
if I were vain enough to think myfelf
capable of it, in this cafual conyerfation ;
but thus much I may prefume to fay,
that whoever defigns to let a young
. man into a fafe and ufeful knqwledge
of the world, muft do it in a way very
remote from that which has hitherto been
taken,

A yvoune man, they tell us, muft
know the world; therefore, fay they,
puth him into it at once, that he may ac-
quire that knowledge, which his awn ex-
perience, and not another’s, muft procure
for him.

I, ox
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1, on the other hand, take upon me to
fay, Therefore keep him out of that
world, as long as you can; and when
you commit him to it, let the ableft
friend or tutor lend him his beft expe-
rience, to condu& him gradually, cau-
tioufly, 1mpcrccpnbly, into an acquaint-
ance with it.

You afk the reafon of this myfteri-
ous procedure; yet methinks it thould be
obvious enough. From fixteen 10 one
and twenty (a period, in which the cares
of an ordinary education ceafe, or are
much relaxed) is that precife feafon of
life, which requires all the attention of
the moft vigilant, and all the addrefs of
the wifeft, governor. The paffions are
then opening; curiofity awake; and the
young mind ready to take its ply from
the feducements of fathion, and crcdltablc
example,

Nor
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‘Nor is this the worft. An education,
that deferves the name, has inculcated
maxims of honour and probity; has in-
fpired the nobleft fentiments of moral
duty ; has imprefled on the mind a vene-
ration for all the virtues, ‘and an equal
horror for all the vices, of hymanity.

FurL of thefe fublime ideas, which
his parents, his tutors, his books, and
even his own ingenuous heart has ren-
dered familiar to him, the fatal time is
at hand, when our well-inftru&ted youth
is now to make his entrance into the
world: but, good God, what a world!
not that which he has fo long read, or
dreamt of ; but a world, new, ftrange,
and inconfiftent with all his former nq-
tions and expectations,

He enters this fcene with awe; and
contemplates it with aftonifhment, Vice,
he fees affured, profperous, and trium-

| phant ;
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phant ; .virtue, difcountenanced, un-
fuccefsful, and degraded. He joins the
firt croud, that prefents itfelf to him:
a loud laugh arifes; and the edge of
their ridicule is turned on fobriety, in-
duftry, honefty, generofity, or.fome other
of thofe qualities, he has hitherto been
~ moft fond of.

He quits this clamorous fet with dif-
dain; and is glad to unite himfelf with
another, better drefled, better mannered,
in all refpets more fpecious and at-
trattive. His fimplicity makes him for
fome time the dupe of this plaufible
fociety : but their occafional hints, their
negligent farcafms, their fallies of wit,
and polite raillery on all that he has
been accuftomed to hold facred, fhew..
him at laft that he has only changed
his company, not mended it.

Tais difcovery leads him to another.
He attends to the lives of thefe well-
1 : bred
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bred people, and finds them of a piece
with their manners and cenverfition ;
fhewy indeed, and, on firft view, deco-
rous ; but, in effet, deformed by every
impotent and felfith paifion; wafted in
floth and luxury; in ruinous play; cri-
minal intrigues ; or, at beft, unprofitable
amufements,

LORD SHAFTESBURY,

Tuis painting, methinks, is a little
ftrong. Befides, you might furely have
provided better company for your young
infpector of the world, than that fhame-
lefs crew, or this corrupt one,

MR. LOCKE.
¢ 1 Take up, as he muft do, with fuch
company as the world is moft apt to
throw in our way; and the colouring, .
your Lordfhip knows, is modcﬂ: enough
for the occafion.

" Bur I attend our boy-adventurer no
further in his progrefs into the world,
and
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and return now to alk you, what effect
your Lordfhip thinks thefe ftrange un-
expeéted fcenes muft naturally have upon
him ? Certainly one or other of thefe
two ; either that the fcorn of virtue, he
.every where obferves, will by degrees
abate his révtrence of it, and at length
obliterate all the better impreflions of
his education; or, if théfe theuld ftill
keep their hold of his youhg ingenuous
breaft, that he will entertain the mott in-
dignant fentiments of mankind, and fuffér
himfelf to be carried by them into a four.
and fullen mifanthropy, at leaft; perhaps
into a fceptical and prophane impiety.

I uave feldom known a young man
of fenfe and parts, educated in this way,
¢fcape from one or other of thefe mifc
ehiefs.

. LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Bur why then bring him up with
thofe high notions of mankind, of which
the world muft prefently difabufe him,

at
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at the expence either of his innocence;
or good nature ?

MR. LOCKE.

Tuar queftion had been naturil
enough from moft men. - But your Lord-
thip knows very well, that, i in this moral
difcipline, as in every other, ideas of
excellence are to be imprinted on .the
young mind, and the moft confummate
models propofed for imitation : on this
certain principle, That, whoever would
be moderately accomplifhed in any art;
and moft of all in this fupreme art of
life, muft take his aim high, and afpire
to abfolute perfettion. A painter of
ftatuary of the loweft form, your Lord-
fhip knows, is taught to work after a
MaponNa of RapHaEL, or a VENUS of
Mepicrs; yet is not likely to meet with
either, among his acquaintance.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
THE obfervation is furely juft; and 1

could only mean that thofe high fancies
fhould
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fhould be checked and moderated in due
time, before our entrance into that world,

which, it .is forefeen, will fo little cor-
refpond to them.

MR. LOCKE,

Anp what is that due time, your Lord-
thip fets apart for this delicate operation ?

Is it, before the yaung boy commences
his travels ? Byt that, according to your
Lordéhip’s fcheme, is fo early, that the
regimen, “you would now abate, has not
taken its full effect, and his weak un-

confirmed virtue would dxe under the
expenmcnt

Is nt then, when his travels are al-
‘ready begun? And is the fage tutor,
your Lordfhip anxioufly flies to, as to
fome god, on every occafion of diftrefs,
to charge himfelf with the folution of
- -this difficulty? Alas! now it is too late.
You have brought the boy inte the
- Vou. III, K fcene.



130 ON THE USES OF °

fcene. He will fee and judge for him-
felf. The torrent bears him away: the
inftant impreffion is too ftrong to be
counteralted by the feeble and, now,
difgufting admonitions of a tutor.

See then, if the proper way, to fecure
him from thefe inconveniences, be not,
To keep him yet at a diftance from the
world ; and, when you let him into fome
knowledge of it, to do it .feafonably,
gradually, and circumfpeétly : to take
the veil off from fome parts, and leave it
ftill upon others: to paint what he does
not fee, and to hint at more than you
paint: to confine him, at firft, to the
beft company, and prepare him to make
allowances even for the beft: to pre-
ferve in his breaft the love of excellence,
and encourage in him the generous fenti-
ments, he has fo largely imbibed, and fo
perfeély relithes : yet temper, if you can,
‘his zeal with candour ; infinuate to him
‘the prcroganvc of fuch.a ‘virtue, as his,

fo
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fo early formed, and fo happily cultivated
and bend his reluctant {pirit to fome apt-
tefs . .of . pity towards the ill-inftructed
and the vicious : by degrees to open to
him the real condition of that world, to
which he is approaching; yet fo as to
prefent to him, at the fame time, the
certain inevitable mifery of conforming
to it ;- laft of all; to thew him fome ex-
amples of that vice, which he muft learn
to bear in others, though deteft in him-
felf ; to watch the effect thefe examples
have upon himj and, as you find his dif-
pofitions incline, to fortify his abhors
rence of vice, or excite his commiferation
of the vicious: in a word (for I am not
now direting a tutor, but fuggefting, in
very general terms, my ideas of his office)
to inform the minds of youth with fuch
gradual intelligence, as may prepare them
to fee the world without furprize, and
live in it without danger.

K2 Tuis
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Thais is that important chapter, which
I prefumed to fay no inftitutor of youth
had yet compofed, or fo much as touched
ppon, in a treatife of education, You
will learn from this brief fummary of its
contents, what, in my opinion, fhould be
the employment of thofe precious years,
which are ufually thrown away upon fo-
reiga travel,

In earneft, my Lord, there is a fatal
miftake in this matter. People fpeak of
a knowledge of the world, as what may
be acquired at any time, and, for its im-
portance, cannot be acquired too foon.
Alas! they forget, that along and care-
ful preparation is neceflary, before we
are qualified fo much as to enter on
this tafk ; and that they, who are lateft
in fetting out, will arrive .the fooneft,
certainly the fafeff, at their journey’s
end.

LORD



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 133

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
BuT where fhall this mighty work of
preparation be carried on? And in what
privileged fanctuary fhall our good young
man be kept from the fight and cofita-
gion of this wicked world, and yet be
gradually forming for the ufe and prac-
tice of it?

MR, LOCKE.

Waere, does your Lordfhip afk?
‘Why, in his college; in a friend’s, or
his father’s houfe; any where, in fhort,
rather than in a foreign couatry, where
every wholefome reftraint is taken off,
and the young mmd left a prey to every
ill impreflion.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

~ Anp arc there ne inconveniences, on
the other hand, which a provident parent
may be fuppofed to forefee, and may be
willing to guard againft? ‘

K3 ) MRe
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MR LOCKE.

I unpersTaND. your Lordfhip. I
know, that, for want of better argu-
ments in fupport of -this, foreign breed-
ing, weak or unworthy parents are ready
to take up with fuch as thefe :

_THey tell us, efpecially if of rank
and quality, that their children have fuf-
fered more than enough already, in their
paflage through our public and vulgar
fchools ; that, together with many illi-
‘beral habits, they have contratted many
low and illiberal friendfhips, which are,
in all reafon, to be fhaken off; that
thefe unworthy companions follow them
to the Univerfity, and are, if not the
bane, yet the difhonour and incumbrance
of their future lives; that an abfence of
fome years abroad loofens thefe hafty
and ill-timed connexions; and leaves
them, on their return, at full liberty to
contraét others, more fuitable to their

birth
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birth and quality, and more conducive
- to their views of fortune, as well as of
reputation, in the world; that indeed
they might remove the young man im-
mcdlatcly from his fchool into their owns
houfe; but that much of their time is
neceflarily fpent in the metropolis, the:
licence of which is not to be guarded-
againft by any care of their own, or of.
‘the beft governor; that his low illiberal
acquaintance would haunt him even.
there; at leaft, that the youth of his
own age and rank would naturally flock.
about him, and, under a thoufand pre-
tences -of civility or amufement, engage
him in all the follies, and perhaps tle
vices, of this great town; that, oa the
whole, his only refuge from thefe mif-
chiefs is in the way of foreign travel;.
whence, at length, he may return in riper
~age and with better judgment to take his,
ftation in the world.

-

K 4 . To,



136 ON THE USES OF

To this popular talk (which your
Lordthip, 1 fuppofe, glanced at, but would
not condefcend to enforce direétly) it is
enough to reply, that part of the incon-
veniences, here enumerated, are feigned
at pleafure, and the reft exaggerated;
that the authority of a father, if he de-
ferve that name, in concurrence with
honeft friends and an ordinary governor,
will prevent them all, or at leaft palliate
them; and that, to take matters at the
worft, his fon will be expofed to ftill
greater inconveniences any where elfe.
But in truth I cannot fee, if a college be
excepted againft, and the bufinefs be to
fee the world, as it is called, why London
fhould not be efteemed as fit a fcene for
the purpofe, as any other great town in
Europe. 1 think it contains as much good
company as any other; and I doubt whe-
ther it be more licentious; or, if it be,
there are three reftraints upon it, which,
I am fure, will not be found abroad; I

mean,
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mean,  the parcntal authority ;” ¢ do-
meftic gd¥érnment;” ahd “ a regard to
reputation; under thc eye and noncé of
his fmends ”

So that, 'in every viéw,'whcther on your
Lordfhip’s plan, of entering direttly on
the great ftudy of the world, or on mines
of only preparing for it, our young man’
cannot poffibly do better, at his years,
than ftay at home; where, if your Lord- -
fhip pleafe, we will then leave him; at
leaft, till we have tried the force of your
next, and, as I remember, LasT argu-
ment in behalf of foreign travel, « which.
« arofe out of the mighty benefits, fup-
« pofed to attend the ftudy and cultiva.
« tion of what are called the rine
¢« arTs; in fhort, from the luftre and
s¢ importance of the virtuofo charaéter.” -

Your Lordthip, who has fo acknow-
‘ledged a tafte in thefé things, and of
courfe has fo exquifite a fenfe of their
value,
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value, may be excufed for enlarging fo
particularly on this head. But to me,
who am of a plainer make and cooler
difpofition, they appear, if not frivolous,
yet of little importance, when compared
with thofe other things, which are the
proper and more immediate obje&s of
education.

It would, I doubt, difguft your Lord-
fhip, fhould I fpeak my mind freely of
them ; or even infinuate, that I take thefe
ftudies, when entered upon in early
youth, and propofed as matters of ferious
purfuit and application, to have indeed
the moft pernicious tendency; as break-
ing the nerves and force of the mind,
and infpiring I know not what of a tri-
fling and fuperfluous vanity.

To render thefe purfuits ferviceable
in any degree, or even harmlefs, they
fhould in all reafon be poftponed to riper.

years, when the confirmed judgment will
of
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of courfe take them but for what they
are, for nothing more than elegant and
polite amufements.

Nor to infift, that to excel in this
fpecies of tafte, as in all others, a previ-
ous foundation is required, of reflexion and
good fenfe: for I agree with your fa-
vourite poét; of every polltc ﬁudy and
mdulgence even of the imagination,

SAPERE, ¢f et principium et fons. i

Tuese and ftill ftronger objettions
might be made to your partiality for the
JSine arts. But I am contented to wave
them all; as indeed they would come
with an ill grace from one, who muft ‘act’
knowledge himfelf to have, no particular
1kill .or difcernment in them, and. who
fhould not therefore prefume to enteg
the litts with fo confummate a mafter of
them as your Lordihxp. o

. N

LORD'
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

Anp fo, under the cover of a civil
fpeech, you efcape from the moft fpecie
ous, at leaft, of thofe arguments, which
are alleged in favour of an early tra-
velled education. For, whether it be
true, or no,.that other accomplifhments
may be as well acquired at home, it is
paft a doubt that the polite and liberal
arts can only be learnt abroad. And of
their ufe and ornament to our noble
youth—
: MR. LOCKE.

Your Lordfhip, I know, can fay more,
and finer things, than you expe& I
fhould ferioufly difpute with you, on this
occafion.

I nave now, my Lord, (at leatt if my
.old memory has not betrayed me) gone.
over the feveral heads and topics of your
defence ; and faid ‘enough, I believe, on
each, to fhewrthat foreign travel is not,

on
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on whatever fide we view it, the mo#t

proper method of a young gentleman’s
education.

THe benefits, you propafe by it, are
cither of fmall account in themfelves, -
at leaft of much lefs account than thafe
you muft facrifice to them; or, whea
their importance is real and confefied,
may be attained more conveniently in

éome other way, and at fome other
feafon. .

For, after all T have faid, your Lord-
&ip is not to conclude that { am wholly
pent againft the pra&ice of forciga
travel. I am as fenfible, as any mman, of
its important ufe, when undertaken. at a
proper time and by fit perfons. For,
though I cfteem it idlenefs, and fomething
.worfe, for a young boy to wafte his prime
and moft precious years in fauntering
round Eurspe, yet 1 know what ends of

3 * wifdoth
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wifdom and of ‘virtue may be anfv
. by a capable man’s furvey of it.

But then, my Lord, I reckon tha
pacity at no vulgar rate. He muf
of worth and confideration enough t
‘received into the wifeft, nay the gre
company. His natural infight into
and things muft be quick and pene
ing. His faculties muft all be at 1
height;  his ftudies matured; and
reading and obfervation extenfive. 'V
thefe accomplithments, if a man of 1
and fortune can find leifure to emj
a few years among the neighbou
nations, I readily agree, his voyage 1
turn out to his own benefit, and to -
of his country. '

1IN this way it may be true, as y
Lordfhip infifted, . that our ifland pr
dices will be ufefully worn off, and m
real civility and politenefs be impor
,AmODg us. o

L¢
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

I THaNk you for this conceffion. Al-
though I cannot yet be convinced of the
total impropriety of an earlier voyage, [
am pleafed to find you do not interdit
the thing itfelf. Many wife perfons
among us have even talked at that rate.
But you are more reafonable ; and in-
deed that extravagance was not to be ap-
prehended from your true fenfe and
fuperior knowledge of human natare.

MR. LOCKE.

I uave that efteem of your Lordfhip’s
kind opinion, as to be very unwilling
to forfeit any fhare of it. Yet what I
have now to advance will, I -readily fore-
fee, expofe me to fome rifk, in.that par-
ticular.

For now your Lordthip has expreffed
your regard for a fuperior knowledge of
: bumax
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buman nature, it emboldens me to add
that fuch knowledge (which I have fmall
right to claim to myfelf) is not to be ac-
quired but by the largeft and moft ex-
tenfive obfervation of the human fpecies :
fo that I may be found at laft even a
warmer advocate for the ufes of foreign

travely than your Lordfhip.

T noLp then that the knowledge of
human nature (the only knowledge, in
the largeft fenfe of the expreflion, de:
ferving a wife man’s regard) can never
be well attained but by feeing it under
all its appearances; I mean, not merely,
or chiefly, in that fair and well drefled
form it wears amid the arts and embel-
lithments of our weftern world; but in
its naked fimplicity, and even deformi-
ties ; nay, under all its difguifes and dif-
tortions, arifing fromabfurd governments
and monftrous religions, in every diftant
segion and quarter of the globe,

. Tne



FOREIGN TRAVEL, 145

Tue fubje& appears to me of that:
importance, that it almoft warms
me, an old philofopher as I am, into
fome emulation of your Lordfhip’s en-
. thufiafm,

I wourp fay then, ¢ that, to ftudy
“ HUMAN NATURE to purpofe, a traveller
‘¢ muft enlarge his circuit beyond the
% bounds of Europe. He muft go, and
¢ catch her undrefled, nay quite naked,
 in North-America, and at the Cape of
¢ Good Hope. He may then examine how
¢ the appears crampt, contrated, and
¢ buttoned up clofe in the ftrait tunic of
¢ law and cuftom, as' in China and Fa-
. pan: or, fpread out and enlarged.
¢ above her common fize, in the loofe
¢ and flowing robe of enthufia{fm, among
¢ the Arabs and Saracens: or, laftly, as
.¢ fhe flutters in the old rags of worn-out
< policy and civil government, and almoft

Vou. II1. L ¢ ready
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< ready to run back naked to the de-
s¢ ferts, as on the Mediterranean coaft of

“ Africa.”

THese, my Lord, are the proper
fcenes for the philofopher, for the
citizen of the world, to expatiate in,
The tour of Europe is a paltry thing:
a tame, uniform, unvaried profpet;
which affords nothing but the fame
-polithed manners and artificial policies,
fcarcely diverfified enough to take, or
‘meérit, our attention,

It is from a wider and more extenfive
view of mankind that a juft eftimate is
to be made of the powers of human ‘na-
"ture. Hence we collect what its genuine
“faculties are: what ideas and principles,
“or if any, are truly inhate dnd'effential
"to it: and what changes and modifica-
“tion it is fufceptible of from law and

“cuftom,
' Ir
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Ir you think I impofe too great a tatk
on our inquifitive traveller, my next ad-
vice is, That he ftay at home: read Eu-
rope in the mirror of his own country,
which but too eagerly refleéts and flat-
ters every ftate that dances before its
furface; and, for the reft, take up with
the beft information he can get from the
books and narratives of the beft voyagers,

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

TuaT is, you difcourage him from
looking abroad into the world of reafon
-and civility, the moft natural ftate of
mankind; and require him to wafte his
-time and obfervation on flaves, madmen,
.or favages; ftates, in which reafon and
_civility have no place, and where huma-
nity itfelf, almoft, difappears.

ApMiraBLE advice this, to come from

.a philofopher! and ftill better, to fend
.your difciple to take his information of
L2 - this
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this unnatural difordered fcene from the
lying accounts of ignorant, ill-inftructed,
and gaping tale-tellers!

MR. LOCKE.
1 was afraid, I fhould not be able to
fecure to myfelf the good opinion, which
your Lordfhip was pleafed to exprefs of
my knowledge of buman nature. This mor-
tifying experience puts an end to my ad-
venturous flights, at once; and forces me
back again into the narrower walk, which
your Lordfhip feems willing to prefcribe
to me.

Be it then, as you infift, that an Eng-
lifb gentleman’s care fhould be, to accom-
" plith himfelf in the fchool of reafon and
“civility ; to fit himfelf, in fhort, for that
" ftate which your Lordfhip dignifies with
the name of matural. Still 1 declare
againft his European travels,

Tue manners of each ftate are pecu-
liartoitfelf, and beft adapted to it. The
: CiVility’
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civility, that prevails in fome places on
the continent, may be more ftudied and
exquifite than ours; but not therefore.
to be preferred before it. Thofe refine--
ments have had their birth from  cor-
refpondent policies; to which they are
well fuited, and from which they receive
their whole value. In the more abfolute:
- monarchies of Europe, all are courtiers.
In our freer monarchy, all thould be citi-
zens. Let then the arts of addrefs and
infinuation flourith in France. Without
them, what merit can pretend to fuccefs,
what talents open the way to favour and-
ditin&tion? But let a manlier charater
prevail here. We have a prmce to’
ferve, not to flatter: we have a country
to embrace, not a court to adore: we
have, in a2 word, objeés to purfue, and
interefts to promote, from the care of

which our finer nexghbours are happlly.
difburthened.

L3 ' | LeT



5o ON THE USES OF

LeT our countrymen then be indulged
in the plainnefs, nay, the roughnefs of
their manners: but let them atone for
this defect, by their ufeful fenfe, their
fuperior knowledge, their public fpirit,
and, above all, by their unpolifhed in-
tegrity,

WouLp your Lordfhip’s favourite
Athens have done wifely (or rather did
it do fo) to exchange the fimplicity and
manly freedom of its ancient charader,
for the fopperies and proftrations of - the
Afiatic courts? Nay, would the fofter
accomplifhments of Athens, in its beft
flate,” have donc well in a citizen of
Sparta ? "

Ypﬁn Ldrdﬂup fees whit to conclude
fiom thefe hint§, For my own part,
nty Lord, 1 éfteemn politenefs; in the rea-
fonable fenfe of the word, as the orna-

ment, nay more, as the duty of humanity.
But,
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But, under colour of making this valua-
ble acquifition, let no culture of the hu-
man mind, no inftruéion in letters and
bufinefs, no difcipline of the paffions, no
improvements of the head and heart, be
neglected. Let the foundation of thefe
effential virtues be laid deep in the ufual
forms of our public, if you will, or (as
you know I had rather) in the way of a
more attentive and moral, becaufe pri-
‘wate, education. Let the commerce of
the world, in due time and under due re-
gulation, fucceed to this care; and your
Lordfhip will find your young gentleman
as fully accomplifhed in all refpeés as,
in reafon, you fhould with to fee him.
And for proof of it, if I were not re-
ftrained, by a common-and perhaps falfe
delicacy, from bnngmg the names of oar
friends and acquaintarice  into, example
in converfation, how many inftances of
this fort could I point to, in fuch men as
your Lordfhxp has known in your own
country, and is moft difpofed to reve-

L4 rence;
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rence; and fome of them, poffibly, in
your own family!

LORD SHAFTESBURY.

RaTuer tell me, how we may reafon-
ably expet to fee fuch models produced,
according to the vulgar way of our
home-breeding: that one or two fuch
may, perhaps, after ftri&t fearch, be
found among ourfelves, I fhall not dif-
pute with you. '

MR. LOCKE.

THe fearch would coft me fmall pains.
But'I prefs the matter no further. Itis
enough that your Lordfhip fees I have
my eye on fome, the moft eftimable, nay
the moft accomplithed characters, that
have been formed among ourfelves: and
that even fo envied a thing, as a fine
gentleman, has been fafthioned on this
fide the water. But the rarity of the
produétion, you think, makes againft me,
and fhews there is no trufting to the
ftubborn
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ftubborn foil and unfriendly climate of
our country. You conclude, upon the
whole, for the expediency of foreign
travel, from the acknowledged defets of
our authorized feats of learning; which,
according to your Lordfhip’s idea and
reprefentation of them, are fo degene-
rate and depraved, that nothing of worth
and value can be reafonably expetted
from that quarter.

This, after all, is your main reafon
for advifing a foreign education. Your
fpite is to our Univerfities; and, to
bribe, or rather provoke me into the
fame quarrel, your Lordfhip did not for-
get to remind me of the little obliga<
tion, which I myfelf, who was trained in
their difcipline, have had to them.

I courp affent, perhaps, to fome part
of this charge. It is certain, at leaft,
that the prejudices, the bigotry, the
falfe learning, and narrow principles,

‘ which
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which have prevailed too much, and
ftill prevail, in thofe famous feminaries,
create an unfavourable opinion of them
in the minds of many liberal and dif-
cerning perfons. Nay, I will not difown,
to you, that I have at times been tempt-
ed myfelf to entertain, perhaps to ex-
prefs, fome refentment againft them.
But we are always fevere, generally un-
fair, judges in our own cafe. And, to
fay the truth, when the matter comes to
be conlidered impartially and coplly, their
faults, of whatever kind, will admit of
much alleviation.

Tue UniversiTies oF ENgLAND,
your Lordthip knows, had their rife in
the barbarous ages. The views of theis
inftitutors  were, accordingly, fuch as
might be expetted from men of their
ftamp, and in their citcumftances.

THese feminaries were more imme-
diately confecrated to the fervice of the
church;
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church;: which is the lefs to be won-
dered at, as our ftatefmen, you know,..
were, at that time, churchmen. Hence
the plan of fudies; prefcribed to the
youth, would be fuch as was beft adapted .
to the occafioas of that clafs of men, in
whofe inftruCtion the public was more.
direly interefted.

Besipes, the learning of that time
wa¢ rude and barbarous; andy had their
views been moré enlarged, the founders
of our colleges had it not in their power
to provide for the encouragement of any
other. The fupreme accomplithment
even of our men of bufinefs was litde.
more than a readinefs in the forms, and
a dexterity in the quirks, of the canon
law: end the pride of the moft pro-
found fcholars lay in applying the fub-
tleties of the Ariftotelian philofophy to
theologic and metaphyfical queftions:

whence too much ftrefs was evidently
laid
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lzid on logical exercifes and fcholaftic
difputations.

>T1s true, fome few of our colleges
were ereCted at a time, when fomething
more light and knowledge had broke in
upon us; I mean, during the progrefs
of the Reformation. But the great ob-
je&t, that filled all men’s minds being
the difpute with the fee of Rome, the
principal circumftance that diftinguithes
thefe later foundations from the other,
is, that their ftatutes provide more efpe-
cially for the management of that con-
troverfy. So that, even in thefe focie-
ties, the {cholaftic difputative genius fill
prevailed, to the exclufion of that more
liberal plan of ftudies, which is fitted
to all times, and would have fuited bet-
ter to the general purpofe of thefe
eftablithed feats of education.

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY.

THis account of the inftitution and
genius of our Englifh Univerlities may
be ecafily credited, even from what we
now fee of them, But, though fome
caufes may be affigned for the intro-
. du&ion of thefe barbarous plans of edu-
cation, what reafon can be given why
they fhould be cherithed in our days, or
- that men of fenfe thould {fubmit to them?

MR. LOCKE.

Tue reafon is not far to feek. Thefe
barbarous plans of education had, we
have feen, in former times, both their
- reafon and their ufe. Bodies of mea
retain the charater of their firft infti-
tution very long; and, all things con-
fidered, Iam inclined to think it not amifs
" that they do fo. Univerfities and fchools
of learning, in particular, fhould not be
in hafte to exchange eftablithed princi-
ples and practices, which the beft fenfe

of
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of former ages had introduced, for novel
and untried -pretenfions. The reafon is
phin: their inftrutions would have
fmall weight, and their dilcipline no
ftability, amid fuch eafy and perpetual
changes. They are, indeed, the depofita-
ries of the public wifdom and virtue;
and their bufinefs is, to inculcate both on
the rifing generation, upon the . footing
on which they are received and under-
ftood in the feveral countries where
they are ere&ted. Even if their local
ftatutes laid them under no reftraint, an
eafinefs in departing from eftablifhed
- rules were a levity not to be commended ;
“and would in the end,-be unfavourable
“ to truth itfelf, when at any time it fhould
" come; in its turn, to be entertained a-

-mong them,

THe truth is, my Lord, we are ready
to confider thefe feminaries, as fchools of
philofophy, ftrictly fo called: -whereas

-their proper character is that of - fchoels
3 of
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of learning and ‘education. Under this
‘1aft idea, much of that bigotry and pre-
judice is to be looked for, and thould be
‘excufed, which would rightly be objeéted
to them under that other denomination.

Hence then, I conceive, a juft apo-
logy may be made for the prefent con-
“dition of our Univerfities. If they have
not, in all refpets, correed the vices of
their original inftitution, let the influence
.and authority of fuch inftitution be
.pleaded in their excufe: and if certain
inveterate errors in fpeculation (for I
-know your Lordfhip’s chief quarrel to
them) not immediately connefted with
- their inflitution, happen ftill to maintain
their credit in thofe places, let it be con-
fidered that the general fenfe of the
-public fhould in all reafon be expetted
to go before their profeffion and propa-
gation even of right principles. Believe
it, my Lord, as reafon and found philo-
fophy make a progrefs among us, thefe

bodies



5o - ON THE USES OF

-bodies will gradually, though relutantly
.indeed, reform themfelves: and the fer-
vice they will then render to truth will
be the greater for the oppofition they
now make to it,

I uave ventured to fay, that this re-
formation will, in due time, come of it-
felf. 1 think, it certainly will; as well
in regard to the general plan of their
‘ftudies, as their particular principles and
‘opinions.  Yet, in refpe& of the former
at leaft, it might perhaps be fomething
quickened by external application. I
know the attempt is delicate and dif-
ficult; but it might poffibly fucceed, if
carried on under cover of fome ftill
"greater reformation; which feizes the
"mind with much force, turns it to a new
bias, and makes it propitious to every
thing that tends to the attainment of its
 principal objeét.

Sucn
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Suca occafions do not prefent theni-
felves every day. One fuch we have
feen; but we miffed the feafon. What=
cvér wad fundamentally wrong in the
eonflitution of thé Univerfities, fhould
Mave béen fét right in that great @ra,
wheh the church was reformed. Thé
. tiiidértzking had been of 4 pilece with
the reft of that extraordinary work; and
the opportunity was inviting. But whe-
ther the minds of men weére thén ripé
foi' this other reformation, or whether
théré was indeced light endugh in the
nation at that time fully 4nd properly to
éffect it, may not unreifonably, I know,
“Be made a queftion with your Lordthip.

LORD SHAFTESBURY.
It is no queftion at all with me, whe-
ther any fervice of that kind was to be
expeCted from thofe gréat dealers in

.....

#ra may be pointed out, when the fame
Vor. 1L M office
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office mxght, and fhould havc been un:
dertaken by our political craftfmen.

MR.. LOCKE-

Yovn Lordfhip means at the Re'vola-
tion; and, as the generous principles of
hbcrty, on which the Revolution was
founded, had received but little coun-
tenance from the Univerfities, this con-
fideration, you will fay, afforded the beft
pretence for attempting their reforma-
tion. But wife men faw, that the credit
which thofe learned bodies had- drawn
to themfelves, and indeed defervedly, by
their late condu®, notwithftanding their
fpeculative fyftems and conclufions, was
at that time too high, to fuffer a rigorous
infpe@tion to be made into their ftatutes
and conftitutions : they faw, in that con-
vulfion of the ftate, it would be impoffible
to carry on a defign of this nature, with-
out endangering the new fertlement, or
cxpoﬁng it at leaft to many odious and

mconvcment 1mputatlons : and they faw,

s 2 - . befides
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Befides, that the fpirit of liberty, which
had prevailed fo far as to reform the
ftate itfelf, would infenfibly extend its in-
fluence to all fubordinate focieties. . .

. IN a word, the clofe and immediate
connexion, which the Univerfities have
with the church, made it natural and
highly reafonable to expet that beth
fhould have fhared the fame fate, at the
Reformation : but the neceflity was not
fo urgent, or fo vifible at leaft, that the
Univerfities fhould be new-modelled, at
the Revolution. . -

However, my Lord, what the wifdom
of either age omitted, or was unable to
do, time, and that defuetude which at-
tends upon it, will gradually bring about
not to fay, has .in fome meafure ‘accom-
plihed. And, to take matters as they
now are, the ftudies and difcipline of the
Univerfities are not without their ufe,

M2 and
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and fhould not be too violently dedmmed
againft and degraded.

Tue eclements of literature are rea-
fonably well taught in thofe places. . At
Ieaft, the familiarity, which men have
with the learned languages (the proper
foundation, as I dare fay your Lordfhip
holds, of all real learning and polite-
nefs) is very much owing to the le@ures
of our colleges. “And, though I am fen-
fible what exceptions are to be made in
other refpeéls, yet, on the whole, religion,
and .good morals, receive -an advantage
- from their inftitutions, and the regularity
of their difcipline.

LORD SHA!-‘TESBURY.

Yes; their religion is intolerance ;
and their morals, fervility. For, as to
any freedom of manly thought, or the
dignity of virtue—

MR.
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MR. LOCKE.
You are ready to look for them any
where clfe than in our Englip Univer-
fities.

Come on then, my Lord: have the
goodnefs to point out to us thofe happier
feminaries, where thefe and all other
virtues are more fuccefsfully propagated.

Bur which way will your Lordfhip
dire® us to take, in this fearch? Shall
we turn to the north of this country for
thofe advantages, which we defpair of
finding in the fouth? Or, bécaufe the
groffnefs of our ifland air may infet all
* parts alike, fhall we fhape our courfe to
the continenit? Apd does your Lordfhip
encourage us to look for fome Athens
amidit the Proteftant ftates of Ger-
many, in the Netherlands, or the Swifs
Cantons? |

M3 THisk,
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Taesk, I take it, are the only fcenes
which your Lordfhip can have in view
for, as high as their reputation may be
in this refpe, you would hardly advife
the breeding of our Englifs youth in’the
colleges of the Jefuits.

One word then, if you pleafe, on
thefe Proteftant Univerfities on the con-
tinent. :

Your Lordfhip and I have had fome
expéiience of the ftate of literature and
ediication in thofe places. Eminent and
excellent men they furely have ‘amongft -
them., But fo, your Lordthip will con- "
~ fefs, have the Univerfities of England,
If we do not readily find thofe who, at
this day, may be oppofed to a LiMBorcH
ora Lr CrErc; yet it is not long fince
we had to boaft of a CuiLLINGWORTH,
a CuoworTH, and a WHichcor; all,
men of manly thought, generous- -minds,
and incomparable learmqg

But
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Bur the queftion is not, you know;:
of particular men, which: fuch great bo-
dies rarely want; but, of the general,
frame and conftitution of learned focies
ties, fit for the purpofes of polite and li~:
beral education.,

SuaLL we fay then, that.the fcattered:
tribes of ftudents in a. Dusch.or Swifs town:
are likely to be better inftructed, or better
governed, than the young {cholars in
our colleges; or, that the.good. order,
difcipline, ~and fobriety of thefe places,
is to -be compared with the anarchy and:
hcence of thofe other ? -
- Your - Lordthip, ‘I“"knbw, " takes =&
pleafure to- conceive of cerrain foreign
academies; " as of - ‘tha? -aNCIENT one,
where “‘the. ftudents’ vifited, without
conftraint;*:the fchools - of philofophers;
and even': bore a: part-.in. their free
confercnccs and difputations: you even

M4 love



168 ON THE USES OF

love to paint the noble youth to your-
"felf, as of old, fpatiating, at their leifure,
in fhady walks and porticos, and imbib-
ing the principles of fcignce as they drop
upan them in the dews of Attic eloquence
and politenefs. |

Avr this, my Lord, is very well: yet,
fecting afide a certain colouring of ex-
prefion which takes and amufes the
imagination, I fee but little to admire in
this pi¢ture; certainly not enough ta
make one regret the want of the ari-
ginal, and ferioufly to prefer this eafy
maoner of breeding, to that firidler
form which prevails in gur own Univer~
fities: where the day begins and ends
with religious offices: where the dili-
gence of the youth is quickened and re-
lieved, in turn, by ftated hours of ftudy
and recreation : where temperance angd
fobriety are even cowvivial virtwes: and
the two extremes of a feftive jolity aad
wrfocial gloem are happily. tempaoed: by

the
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the decgncics of a common tabls; whete, in
a-word, the difcipline of Spartan Hanws
apd the civility of Athenian BanaysTs
a6, or may he, united.

-SyreLy, my Lard, thefe wlmkfom«
regulations, with many others that might
'be mentioned, gould we but: ftrip them
of the opprobrious name of collegiate
and monaftic, are of another ufe and va-
lue in education, than the lax unreftrain-
ed indulgence of foreign feminaries.

Bur, were there even no difference in
this refpe@, as there is furely a great
deal, are we to reckon for nothing the dif-
parity of civil and religious conftitutions ?

Your Lordfhip, I dare fay, will not
fufpe& me of a bigoted adherence to
apy mere mede of civil or ecclefiaftical
regimen. But it is all ong, whether a
young baoy, who is deftined to be a fub-
<& w the grown, and a member of the

church
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church- of England, be inured to the”
- equality of -republican governments, and’
of calviniftical churches ? It may be well
for men of confirmed age and ability to-
look into both ; but would you train up
your fon-in a way that is likely to indif-
pofe him, right or wrong, to the infli-
tution,s. jof his' own c_ountry' ?

stmns, _are thcrc fcwer prejudxces,
think ye, in the men of other churches
and governments, than our own ? or, are’
their profeflors and inftitutors of youth
more free from popular errors and blind
attachmcnts, though of a different fort,

than the tutors and mafters of educauon
in our country ?

NAY, c'c'mﬁder with yourfelf, myLordy
is there not as much tyrariny in the ads
miniftration of fome they call free fates
and as “fhuch- reftraint- -and perfecution
in’ the pﬂnmplcs of -forfie - they call frea

‘churches,
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churches, as. can fairly be charged on the-
monarchy or church of England ?

So that what you could expe& to gain
by preferring. thefe: foreign. fchools of
learning to- your own, -1 cannot eafily:
unagmc All that is worth acquiring
in either, you have, at'leaft, an equal
chance to .meet with at home: and
what fhould be avoided, may, nay mutft, .
with:more probability, be cncountcrcd
abroad

"But your Lordthip, perhaps, would ’
confine your young traveller to ro ome”
feat of learning; and have it only in’
view to convey him hattily, .under the”
wing of a'tutor, through many a famous
academy, without fettling him in- any.’
This, I muft confefs, is the way to keep
clear.of prejudices; but, whether any
folid inftru&ion, or juft fcience either of -
men or things, is to be gathered from :

' . : . fo .
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fo curfory an education, your Lordfhip
will do well to confider.

LORD SHAPTBSRURY. ,
You have. done me the favour to
" imagine many projeéts and defigns. for
me, which I was too dull ta entertain
in my own thoughts. Bu, if the educa-
tion of a young man of rank and quality
cannot be carried on without the af-:
fiftance of academical inftru&tors, I would
much fooner truft him to the care of
fuch as the more free and liberal genius
of certain foreign Univerfities has forme.
ed, than fubmit him to the tutorage of
thofe prieftly guides, to whom our nar-
row and flavith inftitutions have conﬁg’n-
ed the province of education, in our own'
country.
_ , MR, LOCKE. _
- Your Lordthip now indeed fpeaks
out very plainly, ¥our objeition, then,
is to CLERGY-TUTORS; and -you think
it abfurd and even pernicious to commit
our
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our noble and liberal youth to the care
of churchmen. You would rather fee
them in lay-hands; in the hands of
philofophers, properly fo called; who,
indifferent to every thing but pure truth
and reafon, are in no danger of imbib-
ing wrong principles themfelves, and are
therefore  under no temptation of in-
ftilling any fuch into the minds of their
followers.

THe thought is happy, my Lord; and,
‘if a number of thefe philofophers could
any where be found, | might be induced
to fall into the proje& of employing
fuch only in the province of education.
Bur, the condition, in which uuth and
reafon are now left, and feem likely to
continue, in this world of ours, affords
litle room for fuch flattering expe®a.
tions. An unprejudiced inftructor, E
deubt, is a rarity not to be met with, &
do net fay in our Univerfities, but- even
out of them : ard, prejudicos for prejus

dices,
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dices, fome perfons may be apt to think
thofe of a churchman as tolcrable as of

any other.

But, my Lord, having no particular
bias on my own mind in favour of that
order, and having fomething perhaps to
refent from feveral individuals of it, it
will not mifbecome me to hazard a word
or two, in its vindication.

You will permit me then to fay, that
Ifee no peculiar unfitnefs in the clergy
for the office, they are called to, in this
country, of fuperintending the bufinefs
of education. The leifure they enjoy;
the various learning” and general ftudies,
which that leifure enables them, .and
their profeffion . obliges them, to purfue;
and, lattly, the ftri¢tnefs of life and man. -
ners, or, if you will, the very decorum,
which their chara@ter impofes . upon
them; thefe circumftances feem gene-
‘ rally to have marked them out, as the
propereft
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Jpropereft perfons to form the manners
‘and cultivate the minds of youth, in all
‘countries, In our own, that propriety
ftrikes one the more, fince their preju-
dices, of whatever kind, are but in com-
mon to them with other fpeculative and
. ftudious men; and fince even their in-
tereft, rightly underftood, and as feen by
the beft and wifeft of themfelves, (what-
ever may have been warmly and paf-
fionately faid by fome perfons) is in no
degree feparate from that of the great
_community, to which they belong.

. Yes, your Lordfhip will fay, their
hopes and views of preferment—

YeT, in this refpe&, they are but on

a level with other men of moft other
profeflions ; nay, with all men out of
them, that afpire to rife, by their merits
or the favour of their fuperiors, to any
diftin&ion in the world. And though
we commonly fay, that the clcn:gy_{hould
be
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- be omly animated by purer miotivts, yet
you cannot expé&, may would not fefi-
oufly with, that they thould be altogether
mfenfible to fuch as thefe.

It is true, in countries where the
clergy have a dependancé on fome fo:
reign power, or where they have ufurped’
an independent power to themfelves, ot
where, lattly, the civil conftitution is {8
ill defined that the privileges of the fub-
je&t lie ‘at the mercy of thé prince; in
each of thefe cafes, the ambition of the
clergy may be, and in fa& has been, pro-
duive of many public mifchiefs. But
our Proteftant clergy, who are in no fo-
reign fubje&ion, claim no independency,
and fill their place in a fyftem all whofe
parts are, now at leaft, exactly regulated
by known laws, carinot, by their private
ambition, difturb the general intereft,
and have no peculiar inducements to at-
tempt it. And though particulars may
fometimes, by their follies and indifcre-

‘ 5 ' tions,
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tions, dithonaur themfelves, yet the effe&
cannot be confiderable, and certainly af-
fords no good reafon for taking the pro-
vince of .education; for which on fo many
accounts they are well qualified, out of
their hands, .

Youx Lordﬁups candour and equlty
will’ then, upon ‘the" whole, permit “an
obvious diftin&tion to be made between
the Men and ‘their’ profEession. Too
thany of the facred otder, 1 confefs, and-
am forry -for it, feem now to have their
minds perverted by thofe principlés, and
heated by thofe paﬁio?ls, which do little
¢éredit to their fun&lon, or themfelves and:
até equally inconfiftentwith the genius of
that' religion: they. profefs to- teach, as
they ate unfriendly to thas legal confti-
tution* both of ‘¢huréli'and ftate, which
they have bound themfelves to fupport.
But their- praf 2ffior is little concerned in
all this} and- in: & -fugceflion or two of
thefe men. (if the preferit fer be, many

- Ve, 1L N of
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of ‘them, - incorrigible) you may furely’
reckon upon all thofe prejudices and
paflions being warked off; which now adt
minifter the oceafion of fo much diftike
to it. :. D -
LORD SHAFPESBURY, * - -
qu., but clergy-mauners will they,

too, ‘be "worked offy with tbexr other’i in«
ﬁrmmcs’

MR. LOCKE. - 4

leuurs, they- may; i not, forgwc
thcm this one defect; at leaft, if it be
their only one,  But you do not mean,
that the manners of the clesgy, as fuch,
are. more offenfive than thofe -of. other.
gso;ale. They -are_ fyited to their. pro.
feflion. and way of - life, from which they '
opgurally- refulty..and jf the clergy have
pot that.glofs upon them, which fets off
the manners of -finer. men, they. fafely
difgult- you with the affetation of it.
Ba, after all; if ;perfons of your Lord:
ﬂups qunhty and bmdmg would cen:
’ " defeend
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efcond to counténadee ‘them a little,
they would, doubtlefs, brighten under
your eye; and -meight ©ame in time to
refleft fomewhat -of  thst high polith,
which glifens fo much. in the addrefs
and convd:fmcmof thcn"bettcrs

_ LORD snAg;ljg,stkY. ,
Waxp tra.nfmutat;pns ‘they may un-
detgo hereafter, and .hy. what means, I
am nof CHFipus 1o iqqpim On this head,
their candid apalogift is at liberty to be
as. much in jeft, ot in earneft, as h¢
thinks fit, -But from what appears .at
prefent, I, muft take leawe, in my turn,
to thlﬂ& Jets reverendly, than He would
have me, of our facred inftrutors; and
though ' I ‘value fome particular perfons
of the order, as much -as any man, yet,
¢l .1 fee ‘a greator .change in the princi-
ples,..temper,’ and manners of that body,
than,. I fear, is likely to come to pafs jp
our days, I can have no wery favourable
:I'eatxments of thofe rude, diliberal, and
N 2 monkith
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monkifh feminaries, where fuch worthies
preﬁdc :
MR. LOCKE .

Let us have patience, my Lord. L.
~ have not fcrupled to confefs to'you, that
much is, at prefent, amifs in thofe femi-
naries, and wants to be fet right. But.
fo, God knows, there is every where elfe.
As our facions and parties both in reli-
gion and government dic away, the
Univerfities will become more reafon-
able; and as the general manners refine;
they too will, of courfe, take a better
air and polith. Ina word, they may not
lead the public tafte or judgment, but, as
1 faid, they will be fure to follow it.

Anp the happy period is not, perhaps;
far off. For, now I have taken u _
me to divine fo much of the future con-
dition of our Univerfities, let me paint to
:you more particularly what I conceive
.of their growing improvements; and, in
‘a kind of prophetic ftrain, fuch as old

age,
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age, they fay, pretends te, and may be
indulged in, delincate to you a faint
profpe& of thofe brighter days, which I
fee rifing upon us,

* Tue TiMe will come, my Lord, and
“I even aflure myfelf it is at no great
¢ diftance, when the Univerfities of Eng-
“land fhall be as refpeétable, for the
¢ learning they teach, . the principles
% they: inftil, and the morals they incul-
“ cate, as they are now contemptible, in
“ your Lordfhip’s eye at leaft, on thefe
¢ feveral accounts.

“1 sex thc day, when a {cholaftic
« theology fhall give place to a rational
% divinity, condu&ed on the principles of
‘% found criticifm and well-interpreted
“ fcripture: when their fums and
“ fyftems fhall fly before enlightened
* reafon and fober fpeculation: when a
¢ fanciful, preearious, and hypothetic
¢ philofophy, fhall defert their fchools;

‘ N 3. « and
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%6 and be replaged by real fcience, fup--
* porting itfelf on the fure grounds of
“cxperiment and cautious obfervation ;
¢¢ when their phyﬁcs thall befa&; their
«¢ metaphyfics, common fenfe; and theu'
$¢ ethics, human nature, ‘

-“Dol ﬂattcr myfelf with fond: imagi-
¢ nations, my. Lord? Or is ntit the time’
«at hand, whon St. Pavr fhalh. lefte’
* “our divines, and not Caivmi; cur
““ Bacuns and BeyiLes expd) ARwro-
“gLm; Mr. Newrow. Gl she: chair of
« Des Cartes; and even your ﬁn&i‘
« (if your Lordfhip can fargive the ar-

‘“rogance of :phicing: himftlf . by e
‘ fide of fuch nion) take d\c load uf
% Buuoznsmcwsi‘ '

F‘,S'r“n.x., my Lprd my prophcae egq
* penetrates fusther, -Amidft thefe im--
‘¢ provements " in. veal fcience, the lan-
¢ guages fhall be learnt for ufe, and not-
“ Fedaatry Yqu;: Lot‘dﬂnps adnmired -

e anc1ent§
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4¢ ancients fhall be refpetted, and not
“ idolized : the forms of claflic compo-
¢ fisionbe .emulated: and a fet of men
“ arife, even beneath the fhade. of our
s¢ academic cloyfters, that fhall polifh the
s taf¥e, as well as advance the know-

£ ledye, -of their country.

“Yer, I am but half way in the
s¢.portraisure of my vifion. The ap-
< poiatad leturers of our youth, whom
s¢ your Lordfhip loves to qualify with the
““ name . of deorded bays, fhall adept the
¢manners of men; fhall inftrut with
¢ knowledge, and perfuade with reafon:;
. S fhall be the firft to explode flavith
< doétrines and narrow “principles; firall
% draw refpet to thémfelves, rather fromr
< the authority of their charaéters, than
““of their places; and, which is the firft
“ and laft part of a good education, . fct
“the noble and ingenuous youth intruft-
¢ ed to.their care, the brightcﬁ examples
“of dxhgencc, fobriety, and virtue.

: N 4 ¢ PerHAPS
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¢ PeruAPs in thofe days, a freer coms
¢ merce fhall be opened with the world 1
¢ the ftudents of our colleges be ambi-
¢ tious of appearipg in good company 1
“and a general civility prevail, where
¢ your Lordthip fees nothing, at prefent,
“ but barbarifm and rudenefs.

"¢ Nay, who knowsbut, in thls different
% ftate of things, the arts themfelves may
+ gain admiffion into thefe feminaries;
f and even the exercifes be taught there,
s¢ which our noble youth are now fent to
# acquire on the continent 3

« Sucn, I perfuadc mylelf, if the pre-

“ fage of old experience may pafs for
* any thing, is the happier fcene which
¢ alittle time fhall difclofe ta your view,
“in our Englifo Univerfitics. What its
¢ duration may be, I cannot difcover.
% Much will depend on the general man-
¢ ners, and the publlc encouragement,
“ Iu
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# In the mean time, if any cloud reft
# upon it, it will not, I affure myfelfy
« arife immediately from within, but
« from the little, or, which is worfe, the
“ijll-dire¢ted favour, which the Great
« fhall vouchfafe to fhew to places, fo
# qualified, and fo deferving their pro-
* tection,

“ YeT, after all I have feen, or per-
¢ haps dreamt, as your Lordfhip may
¢ rather objet to me, of the future
“ flourithing eftate of our Univerfities,
« and of their extreme fitnefs, in all re-
“« fpe@s to anfwer the ends of their in-
« ftitution, I cannot be miftaken in one
« predictign, °that the mode of carly
¢ Travel will flill continue; perhaps its
« fury will increafe; and qur youth of
« quality be flill fcnt abroad for their
- ¢ education, when every reafon fhall ceafe
¢ which your Lordfhip has now alleged
# in favour of that pradtice.” - ‘

LORD
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LORD SHAFTESBURY, - :
* Thwis laft predi®ion may, perhaps, be
true; I mean, if thofe others thauld ever
be accomplehcd But as I bave no
great faith in modern prophecy, and fec
at prefent no fymptoms -of this )
age of gold, which your fancy has new
prefented to us, you muft excufe me if
thefe propbetic firains, as you termed
them, have no great weight with me bes,
fore their completion. Should that ever
Rappen, 1 thall refpe@ your forefight, at
feafts and rejoice extremely at an event,
which, I fhall then freely own, will leave
my countrymen no excufe for sheir folly. ..

Tuis, Sir, was the ﬁlbﬁancc of whar -
pafied between us onm the fubje@ in .
gueftion. Otr other friends interpofed,
indeed, at times; but rarely, and infew
words; and I have rather chofen to mlx'
their occafigmal obfervations with our
own, than perplcx and hngthc'n this ‘re-

cital
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sital by a more punilious exatnefs,
Befides, I could net think it civil to intro.
duee my friehds upon the: fcene, oaly te
fhew them, as it were, for mutes; their
politthefs to us, who were principals in
the' debate, being fuch, as to refiraip
ghem from bearing any confiderable parg
;ﬂm ththtsvayof relation would, no
doubs, have given fomething more of
l;ﬁheho flectch I here fend you; ey
theu prefence, you smay believe, cer-
' tamly d;d to the original convcrfatxon.

Iris enough to fay, that nothing more
- ‘material, than what I have now related
© you, pafied on the occafion. For by
: tlus time the day was pretty well fpent,
) ‘;nd it was ncceﬁ'ary for us t0 wuhdraw
) ;oourfcveral engagements,

~ For myfelf, I leaye you to guefs the
sffe@ which our philofopher’s grave re-
monftrance left upon me. One thmg

jou wnl} think remarkable; that the par;
0.
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of arraigning the prefent ftate of things
fhould fall to my fhare; while he, at an
age that is naturally querulous and dif-
fatisfied, was employed in defending it
‘Whether this be a proof of his wifdom,
or good fpirits, I pretend not to fay.
But it gave me a pleafure to hear the
old man indulging himfelf in the profpe&.
of better days, of which, as young as we:
are, and as warmly. as we with for them,
you and 1 had always defpaired, -

' .

. N
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Paflages in the Tuirp Diarocux,

Guarda, che mal fato,
O giovenil waghessta nom ti meni
Al magaxino de It ciancie, ab faggi,
Fuggi quell incantato alloggiamento.
Quivi babitan le maghe, che incantande
Fan traveder, ¢ traudir ciafiuso.
Tasso.






CONTENTS of the LeTTerS
Letter 1. THE Subje? propofed.
1. = Origin of Chivalry.
111, Characleriffics of, accounted for
1v. Heroic and Gothic manners, coms
pared.
v. Their differences, noted,
vi. Gothic manners more poeticaly
than the Heroic.
vit, Their effe? on SpENsEr, MiL-
TON, SHAKESPEAR.
vini, Fasry Queen crititized—itbe me-
thod of that poem explained
and juflified.
1x. Tasso’s Gier. Lib. confidered—
biftory of the Italian poetry.
x. Fairy way of writing—vin-
dicated.
x1. Gothic poetry, whence fallen into
difrepute.
X1, Steps of its decline, traced.

LET-






[ 193 ]

L ETTTER S

oN
¢ HI V AL R Y
AND

R OM A N C E

LETTER I
HE ages, we call barbarous, pre-
fent us with many a fubje® of
curious fpeculation. What, for inftance,
is more remarkable than the Gothic
CuivaLry? or than the fpirit of Ro-

MaNce, which took its rife from that fin-
gular inftitution ?

Noruing in human nature, my dear
friend, is without its reafons. The modes

and falhions of different times may ap-
You. IIL o pear,
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pear, at firft fight, fantaftic and unac:
countable. But they, who look nearly
into them, difcover fome Iatent caufe of
their production.

¢¢ Nature once known, no prodigies remain,”

as fings our philofophical bard; but to
come at this knowledge, is the difficulty.
Sometimes a clofe attention to the work-
ings of the human mind is fufficient to
lead us to it: fometimes more than that,
the diligent obfervation of what paffes
without us, is neceffary.

Turs laft I take to be the cafe here.
The prodigies we are now contemplate
ing, had their origin in the barbarous
ages. Why then, fays the faftidious
modern, look any further for the reafon ?
Why not refolve them at once into the
ufual caprice and abfurdity of barba-
rians ?

Thuis, you fee, is a thort and commo-
dious philofophy. Yet barbarians have
7 their
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their own, fuch as it is, if they are not
enlightened by our reafon.  Shall we

then condemn them unheard, or will it
not be fair to let them have the telling

of their own ftory ?

WouLp we know, from what caufes
the inftitution of Chivalry was derived ?
The time of its birth, the fituation of the
barbarians, amongft whom it arofe, muft
be confidered : their wants, defigns, and
policies, muft be explored : we muft in-
quire wheri, and where, and how, it came
to pafs that the weftern world became fa-
miliarized to this prodigy, which we now
ftart at,

AvxotHERr thing is full as remarkable,
and concerns us more nearly. The fpirit
of Chivalry, was a fire which foon fpent
itfelf: but that of Romance, which was
kindled at it, burnt long, and continued
its light and heat even to the politer
ages.

02 Tus
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Tus greateft geniufes of our own :
foreign countries, fuch as AriosTo
Tasso in ltaly, and SPENSER
Mivton in England, were feduced
thefe barbarities of their forefathe
were even charmed by the Gothic |
mances, Was this eaprice and abfur
in them? Or, may there not be fo:
thing in the Gothic Romance peculi
fuited to the'views of a genius, and
the ends of poetry? And may not
philofophic mederns have gone teo
in their perpetual ridicule and conte:
of it ?

To form a judgment in the cafe,
rife, progrefs, and genius of Gorbrc (
valry muft be explained.

Tuz rcircumftances in the Gobic
tions and manners, which are prope

the ends of poetry (if any fuch there
muft be pointed out.

REeas«
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Reasons, for the decline and rejection
af the Goshic tafte in later times, mufk
be given,

You have in thefe particulars both
the Subje& and the Pran of the fol-
lowing Letters.

LETTER IL

I'Loex upon Chivalry, as on fome

mighty river, which the fablings of
the poets have made immortal. It may
have fprung up amidft rude rocks, and
blind deferts. But the noife and rapidity
of its courfe, the .extent of country it
adorns, and the towns and palaces it en-
nobles, may lead a traveller .out of his

avay, and invite him to take a view of
thofe dark caverns,

unde fuperné
Plurimus Eridani per fylvam volvitur amnis,

0 3 , I ENTER,
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I EnTER, without more words, on the
fubject I began to open to you in my
laft Letter.

Tue old inhabitants of thefe North-
Weft parts of Europe were extremely
given to the love and exercife of arms,
‘The feats of CHARLEMAGNE and our
ARTHUR, in particular, were fo famous
as in later times, when books of Chivalry
were compofed, to afford a principal fub-
jeé ta the writers of them [4]).

Bur CHIvALRY, properly fo called,
and under the idea ¢ of a diftin& military
< order, conferred in the way of invefti-
¢ ture, and accompanied with the folem.

[a] See a difcourfe at the end of Lowe's Labour
Lop in Wars. Ed. of SuakesPEAR; in which the
origin, fubje@?, and charadler of thefe books of Chi-
valry (or Romances, properly fo called) are explained
with an exa@nefs of learning, and penetration, pes
culiar to that writer—

Iﬂ tenui labor, at tenuis non gloriae--

 nity
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¢ nity of an oath and other ceremonies,
% a5 defcribed in the old hiftorians and
¢ romancers,” was of later date, and
feems to have fprung immediately out of
the FeupaL CONSTITUTION. ’

True rirsT and moft fenfible effe&t of
this conftitution, which brought about fo
mighty a change in the policies of Exu-
rope, was the eretion of a prodigious
number of petty tyrannies. For, though
the great barons were clofely tied to the
fervice of their Prince by the conditions
of their tenure, yet the power which
was given them by it over their own
numerous vaflals was fo great, that, in
effett, they all fet up for themfelves,
affected an independency; and were, in
truth, a fort of abfolute Sovereigns, at
leaft with regard to one another. Hence,
their mutual aims and interefts often in-
terfering, the feudal ftate was, in a gdod
degree, a ftate of war: the feudal chiefs
were in frequent enmity with each other

O4 the
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the feveral combinations of feudal tenants
were fo many feparate armies under
their head or chief: and their caftles
were fo many fortrefles, as well as pa-
laces, of thefe puny princes.

In this ftate of things one fees, that
all imaginable encouragement was to be
given to the ufe of arms, under every
different form of attack and defence, ac-
cording as the fafety of thefe different
communities, or the ambition of their
leaders, might require. And this cone
dition of the times, I fuppofe, gave rife
to that military inftitution, which we
know by the name of CHIVALRY.

FurTHER, there being little or nq
fecurity 10 be had amidft fo many rc&-
lefs fpirits and the clathing views of a
neighbouring numerous and  indepen-
dent nobility, the military difcipline of
their followers, even in the intervals of
peace, was not to be relaxed, and thei

ardour
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ardour fuffered to grow cool, by a total
difufe of martial exercifes. = And hence
the proper origin of Justs and Tur-
NAMENTS; thofe images of war, which
were kept up in the caftles of the barons,
and, by an ufeful policy, converted into
the amufement of the knights, when
their arms were employed on no ferious

occafion.

I cary this the proper origin of Jufts
and Turnaments; for the date of them
is carried no higher, as far as I can find,
even in France (where unqueftionably.
they made their firft appearance) than
the year 1066 ; which was not till after
the introduétion of the feudal govern-
ment into that country, Soon after, in-
deed, we find them in England and in
Germany ; but not till the feudal policy
had fpread itfelf in thofe parts, and had
F;‘cyar;d the way for them. '

You
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You fee, then, my notion is, that Chj-
valry was no abfurd and freakith infti-
tution, but the natural and even fober
cfe@ of the feudal policy; whofe tur-
bulent genius breathed nothing but war,
and was fierce and miljtary even in its
amufements,

I LEavE you to revolve this idea in
your own mind. You will find, I be-
lieve, a.reafonable foundation for it in
the hiftory of the feudal times, and in
the fpirit of the feudal government.

LETTER I

F the conjeéture, I advanced, of the

rife of Chivalry, from the circum-
ftances of the feudal government, he
thought reafonable, it will not be dif-
ficult to account for the feveral cHarac-
TERISTICS Of this fingular profeffion.
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1. « Tre paffion for arms; the fpirit
# of enterprize; the honour of knight-
#¢ hood; the rewards of wvalour; the
#¢¢ fplendour of equipages;” in fhort,
every thing that raifes our ideas of the
prowefs, gallantry, and magnificence of
thefe fons of Mars, is naturally and
eafily explained on this fuppofition.

AmsrTION, intereft, glory, all con.
curred, under fuch circumftances, to
produce thefe effe@ts. The feudal prin-
ciples could terminate in nothing elfe.
And when, by the neceffary operation
of that policy, this turn was given to the
thoughts and paflions of men, ufe and
fafhion would do the reft; and carry
“them to all the exceffes of military fa-
naticifm, which are painted fo ftrongly,
but fcarcely exaggerated, in the old Ro-
fances. ‘

II, ¢« THEIR
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1I. ¢ THEIr romantic ideas of jufticeg
¢« their paflion for adventures; their
¢ eagernefs to run to the fuccour of the
¢« diftreffed ; and the pride they took in
¢¢ redrefiing wrongs, and removing griee
¢ vances;” all thefe diftinguithing chas
ralters of genuine Chivalry are ex-
plained on the fame principle. For, the
feudal ftate being a ftate of war, or ra=
ther of almoft perpetual violence, ra-
pine, and plunder, it was unavoidable
that, in their conftant fkirmifhes, ftra-
tagems, and furprizes, numbers of the
tenants or followers of one Baron fhould
be feized upon and carried away by the
followers of another: and the intereft,
each had to prote& his own, would of
courfe introduce the point of honour, in
attempting by all means to retaliate on
the enemy, and efpecially to refcue the

captive fufferers out of the hands of
skeir oppreflors,

Ir
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It would be meritorious, in the high-
eft degree, to fly to their affiftance, when
they knew where they were to be come
at; or to feek them out with diligence,
when they did not. This latt feudal
fervice foon introduced, what may be
truly called romantic, the going in queft
of adventures; which at firft, no doubt,
was confined to thofe of their own party,
but afterwards, by the habit of acting on
this principle, would be extended much
further. So that, in procefs of time, we
find the Knights errant, as they were
now properly ftyled, wandering the world
over in fearch of occafions on which to
exercife their generous and difinterefted
valour, indifferently to friends and ene-
mies in diftrefs;

Ecco quei, che le charte empion di fogni,

LaNciLoTTO, TRISTANO, € gli altri erranti.

HI. < The courtefy, affability, and gal-
¢ lantry, for which thefe adventurers
! 9 ¢ were
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<« were fo famous, are but the natural ¢f-
« fects and confequences of their fitu-
¢ ation.

For the caftles of the Barons were;
as I faid, the courts of thefe little fove-
reigns, as well as their fortrefles; and
the refort of their vaffals thither, in ho-
nour of their chiefs, and for their own
proper fecurity, would make that civility
and politenefs, which is feen in courts and
infenfibly prevails there, a predominant
part in the character of thefe affemblies.

THis is the poet’s own account of
court and royal citadel,
The great fchool-maiftrefle of all Courtefy.
B. IIL. C. Vi S. I.
And again, more largely in B. vr. c. i
S. I.

Of Court it feems men Courtefie do call,
For that it there moft ufeth to abound;
And well befeemeth that in Princes hall
That Virtue fhould be plentifully found,
Which
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- Which of all goodly manners is the ground

And roote of civil converfation :

- Right fo in faery court it did refound,

Where courteous kniglits and ladies moft did
won

Of all on earth, and made a matchlefs paragon,

For Faéry Court means the reign of
Chivalry ; which, it feems, had under-
gone a fatal revolution before the age of
MirTon, who tells us that Coxrzefy
is fooner found in lonely theds
With fmoaky rafters, than in tap’ftry halls
And courts of princes, whcre it firft was nam'd,
And yet is moft pretended. Mask,

FurTHER, the free commerce of the
ladies, in thofe knots and circles of the
_great, would operate fo far on the fturdi-
eft knights, as to give birth to the atten-
tions of gallantry. But this gallantry
would take a refined turn, not only from
the neceflity there was of maintaining
the ftrict forms of decorum, amidft a pro-
mifcuous converfation under the eye of
the
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the Prince and in his own family; but
alfo from the inflamed fenfe they muft
needs have of the frequent outrages coms
mitted, by their neighbouring clans of ad-
verfaries, on the honour of the fex, when
by chance of war they had fallen into
their hands. Violations of chaftity
being the moft atrocious crimes they had
to charge on their enemies, they would
pride themfelves in the merit of being its
protectors: and as this virtue was, of all
others, the faireft and ftrongeft claim of
the fex itfelf to fuch prote&ion, it is no
wonder that the notions of it were, in
time, carried to fo platonic an elevation.

THus, again, the gteat mafter of Chi-
valry himfelf, on this fubje&,

It hath been thro’ all ages ever feen,
That, with the praife of arms and chivalry,
The prize of beauty flill hath joined been ;
And that for reafon’s fpecial privity :

For
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Fér either doth on other much rely;
For HE mee feems moft fic the fair to fetve,
That can her beft defend from villany; :
And SHE moft fit his fervice doth deferve,
That faireft is, and from her faith will never’
fwerve.
: SPENSER, 3 IV, C. ¥,

Not but the foundation of this refin-
éd gallantry was laid in the antient man-
nersof the German nations.  Cizsar tells
us how far they carried their praéhcc of
chattity, which he feems willing to ‘ac-
count for on political prmcxplcs. How-
ever that be, their confideration of the
fex- was prodigious; as we fce in the hif-
tory: of their irruptions into the Empire;
where among all their ravages and. de-
vaftations of other forts, we find they ge.
netally abftained from offering any vio-
lence to the honour of the women,

* IV, It orily remains to account for that
¢ charalter of Religion,” which was fo
deeply “imprinted on the minds of all

Vou. 111 P knights,



210 LETTERS ON

knights, and was effential to their inftita-
tion. We are even told, that tbr love of
God and of the ladies went hand in hand,
in the duties and ritual of Chivalry.

Two reafons may be afiigned for this
fingularity :

FirsT, the fuperftition of the times,
in which Chivalry arofe; which was fo
great, that no inftitution of a public na-
ture could have found credit in the world,
that was not confecrated by the church-
men, and clofely interwoven with religion.

SEcoNDLY, the condition of the Chrifts.
an ftates; which had been harafféd’ by -
long wars, and had but juft recovered' a
breathing-time from the brutal ravages
of the Saracen armies. ‘Tlie renmem-
brance of what they had lately fuffered
from thefe grand enemies of the faith,
made it natural, and even neceflarp, to
engage a new military order on the fide
of religion.

Anp
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Anb how warmly this principle, 4 zeal
for the faith, was acted upon by the pro-.
feffors of Chivalry, and how deeply it en-
tered into their ideas of the military cha-
- rafter, we fee from the term fo conffant-

ly ufed by the old Romancers, of Re-
cBEANT [f. e Apoftate] Knight; by
which they meant to- exprefs, with the
utmoft force, their difdain of 3 daftard
. or vanquifhed kmght For, many of this
arder falling into the hands of the Sgra-
cens, fuch of them as had not imhihed
the full fpirit of their profelion, werg
induced to renounce their faith, .in ordes
to regain their libgrty, Thefe men, as
finning againft the great fundamental
laws of Chxvalry, they branded with shis
name;s a nape of complicated reproach,
* which. implied a wange of the two mokk
efientigl qualities of a nght, CQURAGH
and FaITH. '

Pa -Hhsm::
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Hence too, the reafon appears why
the Spaniards, of all the Europeans, were
furtheft gone in every charaéteriftic
madnefs of true chivalry. To all the
other confiderations, here mentioned,
their fanaticifm in every way was efpeci-
ally inftigated and kept alive by the
memory and neighbourhood of their old
infidel invaders.

Anp thus we feem to have a fair ac.
count of that PROWESS, GENEROSITY,
GALLANTRY, and RELIGION, which were
the peculiar and vaunted chara&eriftics
of the purerages of Chivalry.

Sucn was the ftate of things in the
weftern world, when the Crufades to the
Holy Land were fet on foot, Whence we
fee how well prepared the minds of men
were for engaging in that enterprize.
Every obje&, that had entered into the
views of the inftitutors of Chivalry, and

had
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had been followed by its profeflors, was
now at hand, to inflame the military and
religious ardor of the knights, to th¢ ut-
moft. . And here, in fa&, we find the
ftrongeft and boldeft features of their
-genuine charater: daring to madnefs,
in enterprifes of hazard: burning with
zeal for the delivery of the oppreffed; and,
which was deemed the height of religicus
-merit, for the refcue of the holy city out
of the hands of infidels: and, lattly,. ex-
alting their honour of cbaflity fo high
as to profefs celibacy; as they conftantly
did, in the feveral orders of knighthood
created on that extravagant occafion.

LETTER 1V.

HAT think you, my good friend, '

of this learned dedu&ion? Do not
you begin to favour my conjeture, as
whimfical as it might feem, of the rife
~and genius of Knight-errantry?

P33 AND



204 LETTERS ON

Anp yet (fo ﬂnppery is the ground, en
which we {yftem-makers ftand) from
what T obferved of the fpirit, with which
the Crufades were carried on, a hint
may be taken, which threatens to over-
turm my whole fyftem.

‘It is, * That, whereas 1 derive the
¢ Crafades from the fpirit of Chivelry,
“.the circum@tances attending the ‘pro-
V‘xgrefs of the Crufades, and even sas,

% pointed out by mydelf, feem o favour
¢ the oppofite opinion of Chivalry's
$ taking is rife from-thav enterprize.”

For thus the argument is drawn out
by a learned perfon 4], to whom I com-

{<] The late right henoutable CrarvLzs Yorke
who 10 all the learning of his own profeffion bad
Jomea in exalt taffe, and very extenfive knowle&ge,

of cpdlite literatare, - What fdllows is ah extralt
romx lodg letter which thk escellent ‘perfon did
‘me the honodr to weise -tb ime ‘oh the ‘fubjeit of
thefe letters, when he had Tead ;hem in the firft
xdmon.

~leaae

« municated
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municated the {ubftance of my laﬁ:
detter,

$¢ QN the crumbling of the weftern
empire into fmall ftates, with regular fub-
ordinations of vaffals and their chiefs,
who loaked up to a common fovereign, it
-was foon found that thofe chiefs bad it in
their power to make shemfelves veryfor-
midable to their malters; and, jult in
that crifis of European manpers and em-
;pire, the Suracens having expelled Chrifli-
anity from the Eaft, the Weftern Princes
feized the opportunity, and with great
craft turped the warlike genius of -their
feudataries, which would otherwife have
preyed upon themfelves, \into.the {pirit of
Crufades againft the common.enemy.

‘But when, now, -the ardaur of the Cru-
fades was abated in fome fort, though not
extinguithed, the Gosbic princes and their
families.had fettled into.eftablifhed manar-
chies. Then it was, ghat the reftlels

P4 fpirit
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fpirit of their vaffals, having little emp10y.‘
ment abroad, and being reftrained in a
good degree from cxemng ifelf with fuc-
cefs i in domeftic quarrels, -broke out in all
the extravagances of KNIGHT-ERRANTRY.

MivriTary fame, acquired in the Holy
“land, had entitled-the adventurers to the
“infigria of arms, the fource of Herald-

rys and infpired them. with the love of
war and the paffion of enterprize. Their
~late expeditions had given them ‘a turn.
for roving in queft of adventures; and
their rehgnous zeal had infufed high
notxons of plety, Juﬁlcc, and chattity.

Tue fcene of attion being now more
confined, they turned themfelves, from
the world’s debate, to private and per-
_ fonal animofities. Chivalry was émploy-
ed in refcuing humble and faithful vaf-
.fals, from thc oppreflion of petty lords;
their women, from favage lift; and the

hoary heads of - hermlts (a -fpecies of
oo eaftern
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eaftern monks, much reverenced in the
Holy land), from rapine and outrage.

In the mean time the courts of the
feudal fovereigns grew magnificent and
polite; and, as the military conftitution
ftill fubfifted,- military merit was to be up-
held; but, wanting its old objeés, it na-
turally foftened into the fititious images
and courtly exercifes of war, in jufts and
toxrnaments: where the honour of the la-
dies fupplied the place of zeal for the holy -
Sepulchre; and thus the courtefy of ele-
gant love, but of a wild and fanatic fpe-
cies, as being engrafted on fpiritual en-
thufiafm, came to mix itfelf with the other
chara&ers of the Knights-errant,”

In this way, you fee, all the chara&terif-
tics of Chivalry, which I had dcrived from
the effential properties of the feudal go-
vernment, are made to refult from the
(pirit of Crufades, which with me, was only
w accidental effe¢t of it: and this deduétion

e may
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may be thought to agree beft with the re- |
prefentation of the old Romancers.

THis hypothefis, fo plaufible m ielf,
‘is very ingenioufly fupported. Yet1 have
fomething toobje& to it ; or rather, which
flatters me more, I think I can turn it w
the advantage of my own fyftem.

For what if I allow (as indeed I needs
muft) that Cbrvalry, fuch as we have it
reprefented in books of Romance, , fo |
much pofterior to the date of that mili-
tary inflitution, took its colour and cha-
racter from the impreflions made -on the
-minds of men by the fpirit of crufading into
the Holy land? Still it may be true, that
Chivalry itfelf had, properly, anether
and an earlier origin. And I'muft think
it certainly bad, if for no other, ‘yet, for
this reafon: thar, unlefs the foeds of
that {pirit, which appeared ‘in ithe Cru-
fades, had been plentifully fown-and ir-
deed grown wup into:fome maturivy i she

feudal
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feudal times preteting ‘that event; I fee
ot how it could have Been poffible for
the syeftern princes ro give ¢hat politic
diverfion o their tutbudent vaflals, which
the iew *hypothefis fuppofes.

In Thort, there are TwWO DISTINCT PE-
r1oDs to be carefully obferved, in a de-.
du&tion of the rife and progrefs of

Chivalry.

THe rirsT is that in which the empire
‘was overturned, and the feudal govern-
ments were every where introduced on its
ruins, by the northern nations. In this
#ra, that new policy fettled itfelf in the
‘weft, and operated fo powerfully as to lay
the firft foundations, and to furnith the
temote -caufes, of what we know by the
-pame of Chivalry,

- Tre oruer period is, when thefe
“ewufes had taken a fuller effec, and Thew-
¢d. themftlves in that figmal enterprize of

. the
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the Crufades; which not only concur-
red with the fpirit of Chivalry, already
pullulating in the minds of men, but
brought a pradigious encreafe, and gave
a fingular force and vigour, to all its
operations. In this ®ra, Chivalry took
deep root, and at the fame time fhot up to
its full height and fize. So that now it
was 1n the ftate of VirciL’s Tree—
— Quz quantum vertice ad auras
Aithereas, tantum radice in Tartara tendit.

Ergo non hiemes illam, non flabra, neque im-
bres

Convellunt: immota manet, multofque per
annos

Multa viiiim volvens durando fecula vincit.
Frowm this laft period, the Romancers,
whether in profe or verfe, derive all
their ideas of Chivalry. It was natural
for them to do fo; for they were beft ac-
quainted with that period: and, befides,
it fuited their defign beft; for the man-
ners, they were to paint, were then full
formed, and fo diftinétly marked as fitted

them for the ufe of defcription, . -,
o " Bur
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But that the former period, notwith-
ftanding, really gave birth to this infti-
tution,. may be gathered, not only from
the reafon of the thing, but from the
furer information of authenuc hxﬁory.
For there are traces of Chivalry, in its
moft pcculxar and chara&eriftic forms, to
be found in the age preceding the Cru-
fades; and even Ju(’cs and tournamengs,
the image of ferious Knight-errantry,
were certainly of earlier date than that
event; as I had before occafion to ob-
ferve to you.

TroucH I think, then, my notion of
the rife of Chivalry ftands unimpaired,
or rather is fomewhat illuftrated and
confirmed, by what the excellent perfon
has oppofed to it, yet I could not hold it
fair to conceal fo fpecious and well-fup-
ported an objection from you. You are
too generous to take advantage of the
arms I putinto your hands; and are, be-

Iidcs,
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fides, fo far from any thoughts of coni-
bating my f{yftem itfelf, that your -con-
cern, it feems, is only to know, where. 1
learned the feveral particulars, on which
1 have formed it.

You are willing, you fay, to advance
on fure grounds; and therefore call
upon me to point out to you the au.
thorities, from which I pretend to. have
colle¢ted the feveral marks and charac.
teriftics of true Chivalry.

Your requeft is reafonable; and I ac-
knowledge the omiffion, in not acquaint-
ing you that my information was taken
from its proper fource, the o/d Remancss.
Not that I fhall make a merit with you
in having perufed thefe barbarous vo-
lumes myfelf; much lefs would I impofe
the ungrateful tafk upon you. Thanks
to the curiofity of certain painful col-
lettars, this knowledge may be obtained
at a cheaper rate. And I think it fuffi-

5 _ "~ cient
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cient to refer you to a leamed and very
claborate memoirof a Frewch writer, wha
has put together all that is requifite to
be knmown on this fubjet. Materials are
firft laid in, before the architet goes to
work y and if the ftru@ure, I am here
raifing out of them, be toyour mind, you
will net think the: worfe of 1. beeaufe I
pretand: not, myfelf, to Kave worked in
the quamy. Pn & word, and w drop
this- magnificent alfafion, if I account to
you for the rife and! genive of Chivalry,
it is aff you are to expe@t: for an idea
of what Chivalry was iiv itfelf, your may
Rave recourflc te tom. xx. of the Memoirs

of the Aeadeny of lnf:ripﬁUm md Bdles
Letires.

 Awo withtils u‘p!‘xmﬁon I retarn,
atlengrhm my‘proper lnﬂncﬁ v

- Supposmea my ides of Chwalt:y t0-be

' Mgvm, the conecture ¥ adwanice on
the origin. and natwws of i, you incline to

thmk
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think, may deferve to be admitted. Bws
you will, perhaps, admit it the more rea-
dily, if you refle&t, ¢ That there is a re.
¢« markable correfpondency between the
« manners of the old heroic times, as
¢ painged by their great romancer, Ho-
“ MER, and thofe which are reprefented
“to us in books of modern knight
¢ errantry.” A fa&, of which no good
account, I believe, can be given but by
the afliftance of another, not lefs certain,
« That the political ftate of Greece, in
¢ the earlier periods of its ftory,” was fimic
¢ lar in many refpects to that of Europe,
%< ag broken by the feudal fyftem into an
¢ infinite number of petty. xndependcat
¢ governments.”,

IT is not my defign to-encroach on-the
province of the learned perfon [4], to
whom I owe this hint, and who hath un-
dertaken, at his leifure, to enlarge upon
it.  But fome few circumftances of agree-

- [8] See the Memsir, juk quoted. .
ment
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ment between the Heroic and Gotbic man-
hers, fuch as are moft obvious and occur
to my memory, while I am writing, may
bé worth putting down, by way of fpeci-
men only of what may be cxpetted from
a profeffed inquiry into thls curious fub-
ject. '

Anp, FIRST,  the military enthufi-
¢« afm of the Barons is but. of a piece
« with the. fanaticifm of the Heroes.”
Hence the fame particularity of defcrip-
tion, in the account of battlcs, wounds,
deaths, in the Greek poet, as in the Go-
thic romancers: hence ' that - perpetual
fucceffion of combats and deeds of -arms,
even to fatiety, in the Jliad: and hence
that minute curiofity, in thedifplay of the
drefles, arms; -accoutrements of the com-
batants; ~which we find fo frange, in that
poem. The minds of all men being occu-
pxcd and in a manner pofeffed with warlike
images and ideas, were much gratified by
the poet’s: dwcllmg on the very flighteft

VouIll, . . Q - - circum-
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circumftances of thefe things; which now,

for want of their prejudices, appear
cold and unaffecting to modern readers.

Bur the correfpordency holds in more
particular confiderations. For,

2. “ We hear much of Knights-errant
¢ encountering Giasss, and _quelling Se-
¢ vages, in books of Chivalry.”

_Tuesg Gisnts, were opprdﬁve feudql
Lords, and every Lord was to be met
with, like the Giant, in his ﬂ:rong hold.
or caftle. Their depcndants of a lower
form, who imitated the violeace of thcu'
fuperiors, and had not their caRIes, but
their lurking-places, were the Savaga
of Romance. The greater Lord was
called a Giant, for his, power; the lefsy
a Savage, for his brutality.

At this i 13 ﬂxadowed out in thc Gotiu
tales, and fometimes expreffed in_ plain
_words.
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words. The objeéts of the Knight’s ven-
geance go indeed by the various names
of Gidnts, Paynims, Saracens, and Sa-
vages. Butof whatfamily they all are, is
¢eatly feen from the poet’s defcription:

Wbat Mifter wiglit, qtcth he, and how far
. hence

__Is he, that doth to travellers fuch harms?

Heis, faid he, a man of great defence,
Expert in battle, and in deeds of arms;
And miore embolden’d by the wicked charms

With which his daughter doth him ftill fupport ;
havmg great Lordfbips got and goodly farms

TUro’ firong oppreffion of bis power extort ;
By which he ftill them holds and kceps with
ftrong U&'o:t.

And d4ily he tis wrdng encrealeth tire:
" For never wight he lets to pafs that way
Over his bridge, albee ke rich or poor,
But ‘he him makes his paflage-penny pay.
Elfe he doth hold him back or beat away.
"Thereto he hath a Groom of evil guife,
Whofefcalp is bare, that bondage doth bewray,
Q2 ~ Which
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Which polls and pills the poor in piteous wifc;
But he bimfelf upon the rich doth tyrannize.
SPENSER, B. V. C. ii;

Here we have the great oppreflive
Baron very graphically fet forth: and
the Greom of evil guife is as plainly the
Baron’s vaflal. The Romancers, we fee;
took no great liberty with thefe refpe&-
able perfonages, when they called the one
a Giant, and the other a Savage.

« Anorner terror of the Gotbic ages
‘¢ was, Monfiers, Dragons, and Serpenss.”
Thefe ftories were reccived in thofe days
for feveral reafons: 1. From the vulgar
belief of enchantments: 2. From their
being reported, on the faith of eaftern
tradition, by the adventurers into the
Holy Land: 3. In ftill later times, from
the ftrange things told and believed, on
4he difcovery of the new world,

Thais
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Tris laft confideration we. find em-
ployed by Spenser to give an air of
probability to his Fairy 7. ale.r, in the pre-
face to his fecond book. .

Now in all thefe refpeits Greek anti-
quity very much refembles the Gozbic.
For what are Homer’s Lefirigons and
Cyclops, but bands:of lawlefs favages,
with,. each of them, a.Giant of enormous
fize at their head? And what are the
Grecian Baccuus  and Hercures, but
Knights-errant,  the exaét counter-parts
of Sir Launceior and Amapis DE
GauLe?

For this interpretation we have the
authonty of our great poet:

Such ﬁrﬁ was BAccuus, that with furious might
All th’ Eaft, before untam’d, did overcome,

And wrong reprefled and eftablith’d right,
Which lawlefs men had formerly fordonne.

Q3 : Next
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Next HercuLes bis like enfample fhew’d,
Who all the Weft with equal conqueﬁ
wonne,
And manftrous tyrants wnth his club fubdu’d,
The club of juftice drad, with kmgly powr
endu’d B. V. C. i

Even Prutarce’s life of THEseys
reads, throughout, like a madern Rp-
mance: and Sir ARTHEGAL “hitnfelf i 1]
hardly . his fgllow, for righting wrongs
and redrefling grievances. So.that Ev-
ripiDEs might well make him fay of
‘himfelf; that be bad chofen the profefion
and calling of a Knight-errant ;. for this
is the fenfe, and almoft the literal cons
ftruétion, of the following verfes:

YEfos 703" eis "EAAvag ¢Eenefdpny
’A¢i KOAAXTHE TON KAKOQN xah:dbas.
' ‘Inérsdes, ver. 340

Accordingly, THeseus is a favourite’
Hero (witnefs the Knight's Tale in
CuAucn) even wnh thc Ron;ance-
writers

Narx,
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Navy, could the very caftle of a Gothic
giant be better deferibed than in the
words of Homzr,

High walls and battlements the courts inclofe,
And the ftrong gates defy a hoft of foes.”
Od. B. xv11. ver. 318,

Anp do not you remember that the
Grecian Worthies were, in ‘their day, ‘as
famous for encountering Dragons’ and
. quelling Monfters of all forts, as for fupp
prefing Giants?

——per hos cecidere juftd

Morte Centauri, cecidit tremendz
F lamma Chlmaerz.

3. “ Tue oppreflions, whnch it was
the glory of the Knight to avenge, were
frequently carried on, as we are told, 2y
the charms and m:b:wtmmt: of womed ¥

THESE cbarms, we may fuppofe, are
-~ often metaphoncal as exprefling ofily
ce Q4 Y T the
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the blandithments of the fex, by which
they ecither feconded the defigns of their
Lords, or were enabled to carry on de-
figns for themfelves. Sometimes they
are taken to be real; the ignorance of
thofe ages acquiefcing in fuch conceits.

AND are not thefe ftories matched by
thofe of Calypfo and Circe, the enchan-
trefles of the Greek poet?

StiLL there are conformities more di-
reétly to our purpofe.

4. “ RoeBery and piracy were ho-
nourable in both; fo far were they from
refleting any difcredit on the antient or
modern redreffers of wromgs.”

WHAT account can be given of this
odd circumftance, but that, in the feudal
times and in the early days of Greece,
when government was weak, and unable
to redrefs the frequent injuries of petty

fovereigns,
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{overeigns, .it would be glorious for’ pri-
vate adventurers to undertake this work;
and, if they could accomplith it in no
other way, to pay them in kind by down-
right plunder and rapine?

This, in effet, is the account given us,
of the fame difpofition of the old Ger-
mans, by C£sar: ¢ Latrocinia, fays he,
‘nullam habent infamiam, que extra fines
cujusque civitatis funt.” And the reafon
appears from what he had juft told us—
% in pace, nullus eft communis magiftratus;
fed principes regionum atque pagorum
inter- fuos jus dicunt, controverfiasque
minuunt.” De Bello Gall. 1. vi. § 21.

5. THEIR manners, in another refpe,
were the fame. ¢ Baftardy was in credit
with both.” They were extremely watch-
ful over the chaftity of their own wo-
men; but fuch as they could feize upon
in the enemy’s quarter, were lawful
prize. Or, if at any time they tranf-

grefled
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grefled in this fort at home, the heroic
ages were complaifant enough to cover
the fault by an ingenuous fiction. The
offspring was reputed divine.

Nay, fo far did they carry their indul-
genee to this commerce, that their great-
eft Heroes were the fruit of Goddefles
approached by mortals; juft as we hear
of the doughtieft Knights being born of
Fairies, ' -

6. Is it not ftrange, that, together with
the greateft fercenefs and favagenefs of
charaéter, ¢ the utmoft generofity, ho-
{pitality, and courtefy fhould be imputed
to the heroic ages?” AcHILLES was at
once the moft relentlefs, vindi&ive, im-
placable, and the friendlieft of men,

We have the very fame reprefentation
in the Gotbic Romances, where it is al-
moft true what ButLEr fays humoroufly

of thefe benign heroes, that
They
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They did in fight but cut work out
‘T’ einploy their courtefies about,

How are thefe cpx}tradi&ipns, in the
sharaéters of the antient 3nd moderp | men
of-arms, tg be recopciled, burby obfcrvmg
that, as in thofe lawlefs times dgngers and
diftrefles of all forts abounded, there
would be the famie demand for compaffion,
gentlenefs, and generous attachments to
the unfortunate, thofe efpecially of their
own clan, as of refentment, rage, and
animofity againft their enemies ?

7. Acain: confider the martial Games,
which antient Greece delighted to cele-
brate on great and folemn occafions: and
fec if they had not the fame origin, and
the fame purpofe, as the 7. auman;mt: of
the Gorbic warriors.

8. LasTLy, “ the pafliop for adven-
ures, fo patural in their fituation, would
de as naturally attended with the. love of

raife and glory.”
Hence
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Hence the fame encouragement, in
the old Greck and Gothic times, to pane-
gyrifts and poets; the Barps being as
welcome to the tables of the feudal Lords,
as the AOIAOI of old, to thofe of the
Grecian Heroes,

AND, as the fame caufes ever produce
the fame cffe@s, we find that even fo
late as Evr1zaBeTw’s reign, the favage
Irifb (who were much in the ftate of the
antient Greeks, living under the anarchy,
rather than government, of their num-
berlefs puny chiefs) had their Rhymers
in principal eftimation. It was for the
reafon juft given, for the honour of their
panegyrics on their fierce adventures
and fuccefles. And thus it was ia
Greece:

For chief to Poets fuch refpe& belongs,

By rival nations courted for their Songs;

‘Thefe, ftates invite, and mighty kings admire,

Wide as the Sun ¢fplays his vital fire.

Od. B. xvIL

LET-
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LETTER V.

HE purpofe of the cafual hints,
A fuggefted in my laft letter, was
only to. fhew that the refemblance be-
" tween the Heroic and- Gothic ages is -
great: fo great that the obfervation of
it did not efcape the old Romancers
themfelves, with whom, as an ingenious
critic obferves, tbe fiege of THEBES and
TroJAN . war were favourite flories; the
charaiters and incidents of which they
were mixing perpetually with their Ro-
mances [¢]. And to this perfuafion and
practice of the Romance-writers Crr-
vanTes plainly alludes, when he makes
Don Quixore fay—If the flories of
* Chivalry be lies, fo muft it alfo be, that
there ever was ¢ Hecror, or an AcHiL-
LES, or 6 TROJAN WAR [d]—a fly ftroke
© [€] Mr. WarToN’s Obfervations on Srexszs,
vol. i. p. 175.
{4] Don QuixoTs, b. iv..cs 22,

of
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of fatire, by which this mortal foe of
Chivalry would; lfuppofc, infinuate that .
the Grecian Romances were juft as ex-
travagant and d$ little ¢redible; as the
6thic. Or, whatéVer his putpore’ mlg‘ht
be; the refemblince bétween ﬂicm, you
fee, is confeffed; and Hath Aow ‘Been
fhewn in fo xhany inftances that “ehere
will hirdly Be’any doubt 'of it. -And
though you fay true, that ighofarice ard
B‘é&banty itfelf might accourt for Rime
circumitances ‘6f this refemblince; yet
the - paraﬁcl would hirdly have held fo
Tong, Ahd run fo c%fél')", if- the rivid con-
dition of both hadl for ben thich thc
fafite.

-So that wﬁ‘en We feé 4 fort of - Chivalry;
fpringing Wp “amotig the ‘Gricks, who
were ’cqn'femedly i a frate-refembling
fhise " the feudal’ batdhs, Ad arended
by the like fymptoms and effes, is-it
not fair to conclude that the Chlvalry of
the Gothic timies Wwas-owilig to"that dm-

mon
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fion correfpondmg Jate, and received its
sharater from it? :

Anp this circumftince, by the way;
accounts for the conftant mixture, whick
the modern ¢ritic efteems fo monftrous
of Pagan fable with the fairy tales of Ro-
mance. The ‘paffion for antient learn-
irig, juft then revived, might feduce the
claffic poets, fuch as SpEnser and Tasso
for mﬁancc, mto this prachce but the
fimilar tufn and genius of antient man-
hers, and of the fictlons founded upon
them, would make it appear eafy and
ba‘tural in aﬂl.

T am aware, a3 jou objet to me, that,
in the affair of religion and gallantry,
the refemblince betwéen thie Hero and
Khight is adt fo fitiking.

Bur the rch‘gwus chira&er of the
anght was dp accident of the times, and
#o'proper ¢ffé€t 'of ‘s ‘ciil condition.

‘ 5 Anp
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Anp that his devotion for the fé)g
thould fo far furpafs that of the Hero, is
a ireth confirmation of my fyftem.

For, though much, no doubt, might be
- owing' to the different humour and ges
nius of the eaft and weft, antecedent to
“any cuftoms and forms of government
and independent of them; yet the confi-
deration had of the females in the feudal
conftitution will, of itfelf, account. for
this difference. It made them capable
of fucceeding to fiefs as well.as the i men,
And does not ohe fee, on theinftant, what
refpe@ and dependence this prmlcgc
would draw upon them?

It was of mighty. confequcnce who
‘thould obtain the grace of a rich hczreﬁ:
And though, in the ftriét’ feudal times,
fhe was fuppofed to .be.in.the power
and difpofal of her fupenor Lordy yet
this rigid ftate of thmgs did not laft long;

. and,
4
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iid, while it did laft; could not abwte.

much of the homage that would be- paid.
to the fair feudatary.

~% .

Twuus; when intereft had begin the
habit, the langusge of love and flattery
would foon do the reft. And to what
that language tended, you may fee by the
conftant ftrain of the Romarnees thems
felves. Some diftrefled damfel was the
fpring and mover of every Kadight's ad-
venture. She was to be refcued by his
arms; or won by the fame and admiration
of hls prowefs. : :

THE pIam mcamng of all whxch was
this: that, as in- thofe turbulent feudal
times a proteCtor was neceffary to the
weaknefs of the fex, fo the courteous
4nd valorous knight was to approve him-
falf fully qualified for that office. And
we fiid, he had other motives to fet hitfi
on work thin the mere chatms and
' Vou. 111, R graces,
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graces, though ever fo bewitching, of the
perfon addrefied.

Hence then, as I fuppofe, the cuftom
was introduced: and, when intreduced,
you will hardly wonder it fhould ope-
rate much longer and further than the
reafon may feem to require, on which .t
was ‘founded.

. Ir you ftill infift that I carry this mat-
ter too far, and that, in faQ, the intro-
duction of the female fucceffion into fiefs
was too late to juftify me in accounting
for the rife of feudal gallantry from that
circumftance; you will only teach me-to
frame. my anfwer. in a more accurate
manner..

First then, I fhall confefs that the
way to avoid all confufion on this fubje&t
would be, to diftinguith carefully be-
~ tween the ftate of things in the early
feudal times, and that in the /ster, when
C | the
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the genius of the feudal law was much
changed and corrupted; and that, who-
ever would go to the bottom of this affair,
fhould keep a conftant eye on this rea-
fonable diftinétion. :

But then, fecondly, I may obferve,
that this diftinction is the lefs neceffary
to be attended to in the prefent cafe, be-
caufe the law of female fucceffion, when<
evet it was introduced, had certainly taken
place long before the Romancers wrote,
from whom we derive all our ideas of the
feudal gallantry. Sothat, if you take their
word for the gallantry of thofe times,
you may very confiftently, if you pleafe,
accept my account of it. For it is but
fuppofing that the feudal gallantry, fuch
as they paint it, was the offspring of
that privilege, fuch as they faw the la-
dies then poflefs, of feudal fucceffion.
And the connexion between thefe two
things is fo clofe and fo natural, that we

" Ra cannot

—mead -
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cannot be much miftaken in deducing
the one from the other.

In conclufion of this topic, I muft juft
obferve to you, that the two poems of
HoMmer exprefs in the livelieft manner,
and were intended to expofe, the capital
mifchiefs and inconveniencies arifing from
the political flate of old Greece: the
Tliad, the diffenfions that naturally fpring
up among(lt a number of independent
chiefs; and the Odyffey, the infolence of
their greater fubjects, more efpecially
when unreftrained by the prefcncc of
their fovereign.

Trese were the fubjects of his pen.
And can any thing more exaltly refem-
ble the condition of the feudal times,
when, on occafion of any great- enter-
prife, as that of the Crufades, the de-
figns of the confederate Chriftian ftates
were perpetually fruftrated, or intet-
rupted at leaft, by the diffenfions of their
leaders; and their affairs at home as per-

9 petually
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petually diftrefled and difordered by
domeftic licence, and the rebellious
ufurpations of their greater vaffals?

It is true, as to the charge of domeftic
licence, fo exaltly does the parallel run
between old Greece and old England, I
find one exception to it, in each country:
and that eze, a Romance-critic would
fthew himfelf very uncourteous, if he did
not take a pleafure ta celebrate. ~ Guv,
the renawned earl of Warwick, old fto-
ries fay, returned from the haly wars to
his lady in the difguife of a pilgrim or
beggar, as Urvsses did to Peneropz.
‘What the fufpicions were of the Knight
and the Hero, the contrivance itfelf but
too plainly declares. But their fears
were groundlefs in both cafes. Only
the Knight feems to have had the ad-
vantage of the Prince of ITnaca: for,
inftead of rioting fuitors to drive out of
his caftle, he had only to contemplate
his good lady in the peaceful and pious

R 3 office
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‘office of difiributing daily alms to xin
poor men.

No conclufion, however, is to be drawn
from a fingle inftance; and, in general,
it is faid, the adventurers into the Holy
Land could no more depend on the fidelity
of their fpoufes, than of their vaffals. So
that, in all refpects, Ferufalem was to
the European, what Troy had been to the
Grecian heroes. And, though the Ody/-
foy found no rival among the Gothic
poems, you will think it natural enough
from thefe correfponding circumftances,
that Tasso’s immortal work fhould be
planned upon the model of the /ad.

LETTER VI

ET it be no furprife to you that,

in the clofe of my laft Letter, I pre-
fumed to bring the Gierufalemme l:bzram
xnto competmon wnth the liad.

‘q
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So far as the heroic and Gozbic man-
ners are the fame, the pictures of each,
if well taken, muft-be equally entertain-
ing. But I go further, and maintain that
the circumftances, in which they differ,
are clearly to the advantage of the Go-
thic defigners,

You fee, my purpofe is to lead you
from this forgotten Chivalry to a more
amufing fubjeét; I mean, the Poetry we
ftill read, tho’ it was founded upon it.

Muwcu has been faid, and with great
truth, of the felicity of Homer’s age,
for poetical manners, But, as Homzr
was a citizen of the world, when he had
feen in Greese, on the one hand, the
manners he has defcribed, could he, on
the other hand, have feen in the weft
the manners of the feudal ages, I make
no doubt but he would certainly - have
preferred the latter, And the grounds

R 4 of
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of this preference would, I fuppofe, have
been, < the improved gallantry of the
« Gothic knights; and the [uperior fo-
<< lemnity of their fuperfiitions.”’

Ir any great poet, like Homer, had
floprithed in thefe times, and given the
feudal manners from the life (for, after
all, Spenser and Tasso.came too late,
and it was impoffiblg for them to pam:
truly and perfe@ly what was no loager
feen or believed); this preference, I
perfuade myfelf, had been very fenfible,
But their fortune was not fo happy:

——ompes illacrymabileg
“Urgentur, ignotique longd
NoQ&e, carent quia‘ vate facro.

As it is, we may take a guefs of whag
the fub_)e& was capable of affording to
real genius, from the rude fketches we
have of it in the gld Romancers, And
it is but looking -into any of them fg be
convinced, that the GaLLanTRY, which
' infpirited
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infpirited the feudal times, was of a na-
ture to furnith the poet with finer fcenes
and fubjects of defcription in every view,
than the fimple and yncontrolled bar-
barjty of the Grecian, ,

THE principal entertainment . arifing
from the delineation of thefe confifts in
the exercife of the boifteroys paflions,
which are provoked and kept alive, from
one end of the Jligd to the other, by
every imaginable fcene of rage, revenge,
and flaughter. In the other, together
with thefe, the gentler and more hu-
mane affetions are awakened in us by
the moft interefting difplays of love and
friendfhip ; of love, elevated to its no-
bleft heights; and of friendthip, operat-
ing on the pureft motives. The mere
rariety of thefe paintings is a relief to
the reader, as well as writer. But their
seauty, novelty, and pathos give them a
7aft advantage, on the comparifon,

So
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So that, on the whole, though the
fpirit, paffions, rapine, and violence of
the two fets of manners were equal, yet
there was an elegance, a variety, a dig-
nity in the feudal, which the other
wanted,

As t0 RELIGIOUS MACHINERY, pef
haps the popular fyftem of each was
equally remote from reafon; yet the lat.
ter had fometlung jn it more amuﬁng,

well as more awakcmng to the ima
gmanon

Tue current popular tales of Elves
and Fairies were even fitter to take the
credulous mind, and charm it into a will-
ing admiration of the fpecious miracies
which wayward fancy delights in, than
thofe of the old traditionary rabble of
Paoan divinities. And then, for the more
folemn fancies of witchcraft and incanta-
. tion,
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tion, the Gorbic are above meafure ftrik-
ing and terrible,

. You will tell me, perhaps, that thefe
fancies, as terrible as they were, are
but of a piece with thofe of Pagan fu-
perflition; and that nothing can exceed
what the claffic writers have related or
feigned of its magic and necromantic
horrors. | ~

- To fpare you the trouble of mufter-
ing up againft me all that your exten-
five knowledge of antiquity would fur-
pith, let me confefs to you that many
of the antient poets have occafionally
adorned this theme. If, among twenty
others, I fele& only the names of Ovips
SenEeca, and Lucan, it is, becaufe thefe
writers, by the charatter of their genius,
were beft qualified for the tafk, and have,
befides, exerted their whole ftrength
upon it. Lucan, efpecially, has drawn
out all the pomp of his eloquence in

. celebrating
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celebrating thofe THrssaLian Cuarms,

fiti quas nulla licentia monttri
Tranfierat, quarum, quicquid non credi-
tur, ars eft.

Yer stiee I pretend to fhew you
that all his prodigies fall fhort of the
Gothic: and you will come the lefs re-
lu@antly into my fentiments, if you re.
fle&, ¢« Tuat the thick and troubled
ftream of fuperftition, which flowed fo
plentifully in the claffic ages, has been
confiantly. deepening and darkening by
the confluence of thofe fupplies, which
ignarange and corrupted religion have
poured in upon it.”

Finst, you will call to mind that al}
the gloamy vifions of damons and fpirits,
which fprung out of the Alexandrian or
Platonic philofophy, were in the later
ages of Paganifm, engrafted on the old
ftock of claffic fuperftition. Thefe por-
tentous dreams, new basched so the we-

Ju



CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE, 233

ful time, as SuakespEaRr {peaks, enabled
ArurLeius to outdo Lucan himfelf,
in fome of his magic fcenes and exiie
bitions. ‘

Nexr, you will obferve that a freth
and exhauftlefs fwarm of the direft fu-
perftitions took their birth in the frozen
regrons of the north, and were naturally
enough conceived in the imaginations of
a people ‘involved in tenfold darknefs;
I mean, in the thickeft fhades of i 1gno-
rance, as well as in the gloom of their
comfortlefs woods and forefts. I call
thefe the direft fuperfitions; for though
the fouth and eaft may have produced
fome that thew more wild and fantaftic,
yet thofe of the north have ever been
of a more fombrous and horrid afpect,
agreeably to the fingular circumitances
and fituation of that favage and benigfhit-
ed people,

THESE
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_ Trese difnal fancies, which the bars
barians carried out with them in their
migrations into the north-weft, took the
readier and the fafter hold of men’s
minds, from the kindred darknefs into
which the weftern world was then fallen,
and from the defolation (fo apt to en-
gender all fearful conceits and appre.
henfions) which every where attended
the incurfions of thofe ravagers.

LasTLy, before the Romancers ap-
plicd themfelves to drefs up thefe dread-
ful ftories, Chriftian fuperftition had
grown to its height, and had transferred
on the magic fyftem all its additional
and fupernumerary horrors.

TaxkiNG, now, the whole together,
you will clearly fee what we are to con-
clude of the Gothic fyftem of prodigy
and enchantment; which was not fo pro-
perly a fingle fyftem, as the aggregate,

—of
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~of all that nature breeds

Perverfe; all monftrous, all prodigious things,
Which fables yet had feign’d or fear conceiv’d.
For, to the frightful forms of antient
necromancy (which eafily travelled down
to us, when the fairer offspring of pagan
invention loft its way, or was fwallowed
up in the general darknefs of the bar
barous ages) were now joined the hide-
ous phantafms which had terrified the
northern nations; and, to complete the
horrid groupe, with thefe were incorpo-
rated the fill more tremendous fpectres
of Chriftian fuperftition.

. In this ftate of things, as I faid, the
Romancers went to work ; and with thefe
multiplied images of terror on their
minds, you will conclude, without being
at the pains to form particular compa-
rifons, that they muft manage ill indeed,
not to furpafs, in this walk of magical
incantation, the original claffic fablers.

Bur,
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Bur, if you require 2 comparifon, I
~ can tell you where it is to be made, with

much eafe, and to great advantage: |
mean, in SHAKESPEAR’s Macbeth, where
you will find (as his beft critic obferves)
o the Danip or Nortbern, intermiked
« with the Greck and Roman enchant-
“ ments; and all thefe worked up toge-
¢ ther with a fufficient quantity of our
« ewn country fuperftitions. So that
“ SHAKESPEAR’S Witch-Scemes (as the
« fame writer adds) are like the cBarm
¢ they prepare m one of them: where
« the ingredients are gathered from
® every thing fhocking in the maswrd
* world; as here, from every thiitg 4b-
« furd in the moral™ '

Og, if you fufpe this inftance, as de:
riving fomewhat of its force and plaufi-
bility from the magic band of ths critic,
you may turn to snother in a great poet
of that time; who has been at the pains

to
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to make the comparifon himfelf, and
whofe word, as he gives it in honeft profe,
may furcly be taken.

In a work of B. Jowso:«, which he
calls Tue MAsSQUE OF sznus, there
are fome Witch-fcenes; written " with
fingular care, and in'emulation, as it may
feem, of SHmAKESPEAR’s; but certainly
with the view (for fo he tells us himfelf)
of reconciling the praflice- of antiguity to
the neoteric, and making it familiar with
our popular witcheraft,

This Mafque ig ‘accompanied with
otes of the learned author, who had
fifled all the ftores of antient and mo:
dern Demonomagy, to furnifh out his en=
tereainment ; and. who takes care to in-
form us, under each head, whence he
had fetched the ingredients, out of which
it is compounded,

You. 1L s Is
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I this claborate work of Jowsow
you have, then, an eafy opportunity of
comparing the antent, with the modern
magic. And though, as he wasan idola-
ter of the amtients, you will expe him
w draw freely from that fource, yet
from the large ufe he makes, two, of his
other more recent authorities, you will
perceive that fome of the darkeft thades
of his piGure are owing to hints and
circymftances which he had catched,
and could only catch, from the Goskic
enchantments. Even fuch of thefe cir-
cumftances, as, taken by themfelves, feem
of lefs moment, thould not be overlooked,
fince (as the poet well obferves of them)
thaugh they be but minutes in ceremony,
et they make the af more dark and full
of barrer.

Tuus Mucw, then, may ferve for a
caft of SHAKESPEAR’s. and Jonson’s
snagic: abundantly fufficient, I muft

' think,
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think, to copvisge you of the fyperiority
of the Guothic charms and. mqan;augqs,
to the claflic.

“TuouvcH, after all, the conclufion is not
to be drawn fo much from patticular.
paflages, as from. . ghc general imprefion
left .on our minds,in teading the antient
and modern paets, And this is fo much
in . favour of the latter, .that Mr. Appi-
son feruples not-te fay, « The antients
¢ have not -miuch of this poetry among
«“ them; fqr indeed (continues he) al-
¢ moft . the whole fubftance of it owes its
< original -to the darknefs and fuperfti-
¢ tion of later ages—Our forefathers
* looked upon nature with more re-
s yerence and horror, before the world
. was enlightened by learning and phila-
« fophy; and loved to aftonith themfelves
% with the apprehenfions of witcheraft,
s prodigies, charms, and mchantmcnts.
¢ There was not a village in Englend,
¢ that had not a ghott in it; the church-

S 2 ¢ yards

’
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« yards were all’ haunted'; every large
« ¢omittion had a‘circle of fairies belong-
“ing to it; and there was fcarce a
¢ fhepherd to be met with, who had not
< feen a fpmt. ’

"W ar¢ uport cnchantcd ground, my
friend ; and you are to 'think yourfelf
well ufed, that Idetam you no longer in
this fearful circle. ~ The glympfe, - you
have had of it, will help your imagina-
tion to conceive the reft. Andwithout
rhore 'words you will readily apprehend
that the fancies of our modern bards
are’ not only mote gallant, but, on a
change of the {cene, more fublime, more
terrible, more alarmmg, than thofe of
the claffic fablers. “ In a word, you will
find that the manmners they paint, and the
Juperfiitions they adopt, are the morc
poencal for being Gothic. '

LET-
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LETTER VIL

UT nothing fhews the difference of

the two fyftems under confideration
more plainly, than the effett they really
had on the Two greateft of our Poets;
at leaft the Two which an Engli/b reader
is moft fond to compare with HOME;!,
I mean, Spenser and MirTow.

IT is net to be deubted but that each
of thefe bards had kindled his poetic fice
from claffic fables. So that, of courfe,
their prejudices would lig that way. Yet
they both appear, when moft inflamed,
to have been more parucularly rapt thh
the Gothic fables of Chivalry,

SPENSER, though ke had heen long
pourithed with the fpirit and, fubftance
of Homer and Virciy, chofe the times
of Chivalry for his theme, and Fairy Land
for the fcene of his fitions, He could

S3 haye
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have planned, no doubt, an heroic defign
on the exa& claflic model : or, he might
have trimmed between the Gotbic and
claflic, as his contemporary Tasso did.
But the charms of fairy prevailed. And
if any think, he was feduced by AriosTo
into this choice, they fhould confider
that it could be only for the fake of his
fubje&; for the genius and charader of
thefe poets was widely different.

Unbper this idea then of a Gatbic, not
claflical poem, the Fairy Queen is to be
fead and criticized. And on thefe prin-
ciples it would not be difficult to urfold
its merit in another way than has been
hitherto attempted.

MivrTon, it is true, prcfcrred the claf-
fic modeél t6 the Gothic. But it was af-
ter long hefitation; and his favourite
fubject was Awtnur and bis Knights of
the round table. On this he had fixed
for the greatdy part of his. life, What

: led
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led him to change his mind was, partly, as
I fuppofe, his growing foridnefs for re-
ligious fubjeéts; partly, his ambition to
take a different rout from Spenser; but
chiefly perhaps, the difcredit into which
the ftories of Chivalry had now fallen by
the immortal fatire of CervanTes. Yet
we fee through all his poetry, where his
‘enthufiafm flames out moft, a certain pre-
dile&ion for the legends of Chivalkry be-
fore the fables of Greece.

Twmis circumftance, "you know, has
given offence to the aufterer and mose
mechanical critics. They are ready to
cenfure his judgment, 3as juvenile and
unformed, when they fee him fo delight-
ed, on all occafions, with the Gorbic ro-
mances. But do thefe cenfors imagine
that MiLTon did not perceive the de-
fe@s of thefe works, as well as they ? No:
it was not the compofition of beoks of
Chivalry, but the marner ﬂefcnbed in

S 4 thcm,
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them, that ook his fancy; as appars
from his Allezro—
Towred cities pleafe us then
And the bufy hum of men,
‘Where throngs of knights and barons bold
In weeds of peace high triumpbs bold,
With flore of ladies, whofe bright cyes
Rain influence, and judge the prize
Of wit, or arms, while both contend
To win her grace, whom all commend.

Axp when in the Penferofo he draws,
by a fine contrivance, the fame kind of
image to footh melancholy which he had
before given to excite mirth, he indeed
extols an awthor, or two, of thefe ro-
mances, as he had before, in general,
‘extolled the fubjesz of them: but they
‘are authors worthy of his praife; not
the writers of Amadz:, and Sir Laun-
celot of the Lake; but Fairy Spenser,
and Cuaucer himfelf, who has left an
unfinifhed ﬁory on the Gorbic or feudal
modcl. ’

Or,
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Or, call up him that left balf-told - !
The ftory of CaMBuUscAN bold,
Of CamMBaLL and of ALGARSIFE,
And who had CANACE to wife,
That own’d the virtuous ring and glafs,
And of the wondrous horfe of brafs,

" On which the Tartar king did ride;
And if aught elfe great bards befide
In fage and folemn tunes have fung
OFf turneys and of trophies hung -
Of forefts and inchantments-drear,
Where more is meant than meets the ear.

THe conduét then of thefe two poets
may incline us to think with more re-
fpect, than is commonly done, of the Ge-
;bxc manners; 1 mean, as adapted to thc
nfes of the greater poetry,

I sHarL add nothing to what I .be-
fore obferved - of Smakespear, becaufe
‘the fublimity (the divinity, let it be, if
nothing elfe will ferve) of his genius
kept no certain rout, but rambled at
hazard into all the regions of human
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kfe and manners. So that we can hard-
ly fay what he preferred, or what he re-
jeGed, on full deliberation. Yet one
thing is clear, that even- he is greater
when bhe ufes Gothic manners and ma-
chinery, than when he employs claffical:
which brings us again to the fame point,
that the former have, by thejr nature
and genius, the advantage of the latter
jn producing the fubkime,

LETTER VII,
" SPOKE « of criticizing Spesser’s
¢ poem, under the idea, not of a claf

s fical, but Gorbic compofition.”

It is certain, much light might be
shrown on that fingular work, were a3
sbile criti¢ to confider it in this view. For
mftance, he might go fome way towards
gxplaining, perhaps juftifying, the gene-
sab plan and condué? of the: Fairy Djwem,
which, to claffical readcxs, has appgued
ndefenfible. .

I Havs

fi
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1 nave taken the fancy, with yous

leave, to try my hand on this curious -

_fubjed,

‘WHEN an archite€t examines a Gotbic
ftro&ture by Gregian sules, he finds  no-
thing but deformity. But the Gotbic ar-
chitecture has its own rules, by which
when it comes to be examined, it is feen
to have its merit, as well as the Gredan.

The quettion is not, which of the two is .

conduéted in the fimpleft or trueft tafte:
but, whether there be not fenfe and de-
fign in both, when fcrutinized by the laws
on which.each is projeéied, ‘

‘Tue fame obfervation holds of . the
two forts of poetry. Judge of the Fairy
Ruetn by the clafic models, and you
are fhocked with its diforder: confider
it with an eye to its Gesbic original,- and
you find it regular. The unity and fim-
;)licity of the former are more com-

) plete:



268 LETTERS ON

plete: but the latter has that fort of
unity and fimplicity, which refults from
its nature,

Tue Fairy Queen then, as a Gothic
poem, derives its METHOD, as well as
the other chara&ers of its compofition,
from the eftablithed modes and - ideas of
Chivalry.

It was ufual, in the days of knight-
- errantry, at the holding of any great
feaft, for knights to appear before the
-prince, who prefided at it, and claim the
privilege of being fent on any adven-
ture, to which she folemnity might give
occafion. For it was fuppofed that,
when fuch a throng -of knights and ba-
vons bold, as MiLToN fpeaks of, were
got together, the diftrefled would flock
in from all quarters, as to a place where
they knew they mlght find and clalm re-
drefs for all their grievances.

Turs
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THuis was the real Pra.&icc, in the
days of pure and ancient Chivalry. And.
an image of this prattice was afterwards .
kept ‘up -in the caftles of the great, on:
any extraordinary feftival or folemnity &
of -which, if you want an inftance, L.
refer you: to the defcnpnon of a feaft.
made at Ljfle in.1453, in.the court. of,
PaiLip the Good, duke of Burgundy, for
a Crufade againft the Zurks: as you
may -find. it given .at large in the me-
moirs ‘of . MaTTaiev .0 Conci, OLis
VIER. DE LA MARCHE, and MONSTRE-
LET.

: THaT- fealt was held for rwelve days:
and_each day was diftinguithed by the
¢laim and allowance of fome adventure,

Now, laymg down this pra&lce as.a
foundation for the poet’s defign, yop wjll
fec how properly the Fairy Queen is
eonducted.

T
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®

——#¢] pevise,” fays the poet hims
feiff in his letter to Sir W. Rareicm
<« that the Fairy Qucen kept her annual
< feafte xii days: upem which xii :fove-
< ral days, the occafions of the xii feve-
< ral adventures happened; which being
<« undertaken by xii feveral knights, are
« in-thefe xii books feveraly handled.”

Here you -have -the poet delivering
his own method, and the reafon ©of it
Tt arofe out of the order of his fubje&:
And would you defire a better reafon
for his choice?

“Yes; yeu will fay, a poets method is
not thag of his ﬁlbjt& *1 grant you, as
to the order of #ime, in which the recital
is made; for here, as SpeNser obferves
(and his own pratice agrees to the rule),
lies the main difference between th2
poet bifforical, and the bifioriographer:
the reafon of which is drawn from the
' nature
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nature of Epic compolition itfelf, and
holds equally, let the fubjeét be what it
will, and whatever the {yftem of man-’
ners be, on which it is conducted. -Ge-
thic or Claffic makes no dxﬁ'erencc in .Gus
refped. '

But the cafe is not the fame with re-
gard to the general plan of a work, or
what may be called the order of difrita-
tiow, which is and muft be governed by
the fubje®-matter itfelf. It was -as -re-
quifite for the Fairy Queen to confift of
the adventures of twelve Knights, as for
the Odyffey to be-confined to the adven-
tures of one Hero: juftice had otherwxfe
not btcn done to his fub_)cét

So that if you wlil fay any thmg ogn.uﬂ
the poet’s method, you muft fay that he -
fhould not have chofen this fubje&. "But
this objecion arifes from your claffic.ideas
of Unity, which have no place here : und
are in every view foreign to ‘the purpofe,
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if the poet has found means to give hxs
work, though conlifting of many parts,
the advantage of Umty. For in fome
reafonable feofe or other, it is agreed,
every work of art muft be one, the very.
idea of a work requiring it.

IF- you. afk then, what is this Unity of
Spenser’s Poem? I fay, It confiftsin the
relation of its feveral adventures to one
common original, the appointment of the,
Fairy Quegns and to one common end,
the completion of the Fairy Queen's in-
juné&ions, - The knights iffued forth on
their adventures on the breaking up of
this annuyal. feaft: and the next anpual
feaft, we are to fuppofe, is to bring
them together again from the atchieve-
ment of their feveral charges,

Tuys, it is true, is not the claffic
Unity, which confifts in the reprefent-
ation .of one entire action: but it is an
Unity of another fort, an unity refulting

) '.from
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‘from' the refpe@ which a number of re-
lated actions have to one common pur-
pofe. In other words, it is an unity of
defign; and not of aétion.

THis Gothic method of defign in poetry
-may be, in fome fort, illuftrated by what
is called the Gozbic method of defign in
gardening. A wood or grove cut out
into many feparate avenues or glades
was among the moft favourite of the
works of art, which our fathers attempt-
ed in this fpecies of cultivation. Thefe
‘walks were diftin@ from each other,
had, each, their feveral deftination, and
terminated on their own proper objects.
Yet the whole was brought together
and confidered under one view, by the
relation which thefe various openings
had, not to each other, but to their com-
mon and concurrent center. You and I
- are, perhaps, agreed that this fort of
gardening is not of fo true a tafte as that
which Kent and Nature have brought

V. IIL T us
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us acquainted with; where the fupreme
art of the defigner confifts in difpofing
his ground and objeéts into an entire
landfkip; and grouping them, if I may
ufe the term, in fo eafy a manner, that
the carelefs obferver, though he be
taken with the fymmetry of the whole,
difcovers no art in the combination:

In lieto afpetto il bel giardin s’aperfe,

Acque ftagnanti, mobili criftalli,

Fior vari, e varie piante, herbe diverfe,

Apriche collinette, ombrofe valli,

Selve, e fpelunche in UNA visTA offerfe:

E quel, che'l bello, €’ caro accrefce 2 'opre,

L’ arte, che tutto fd, nulla fi fcopre.
Tasso, c.XVI, s, ix.

Tuis, I fay, may be the trueft tafte -
in gardening, becaufe the fimpleft: yet
there is a manifeft regard to unity in
the other method; which has had its
admirers, as it may have again, and is
certainly not without its defign and
beauty,

’ Bur
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Bur to return to our poet. Thus far
he drew from Gothic ideas; and thefe
ideas, I think, would lead him ne further,
But, as Seenser knew what belonged to
claflic compofition, he was tempted to
tie his fubject ftill clofer together by ome
éxpedient of his own, and by enotber
taken from his clafﬁc models. rl

- His own was, to interrupt the proper’
ftory of each book, by difperfing it into
feveral; invelving by this means, and as
it were intertwifting the feveral a&ions
together, in order to give fomething like
the appearance of one action to his.
twelve adventures. And for this con-
du&, as abfurd as it feems, he had fome.
~great examples in the Italian poets,
though, I believe, they were lcd into it
by different motives.

Tut other equdicnt, which he bor-’ |
rowed from the claffics, was, by adopting
one fuperior character, which fhould be.

T 2 feen

. r
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feen throughout. Prince ArTHUR, Who
had a feparate adventure of his own,
was to have his part in each of the
other; and thus feveral ations were to
be embodied by the intereft which one
principal Hero had in them all. It is
even obfervable, that Spenser gives
this adventur¢ of Prince ArTaur, in
queft of GLORIANA, as the proper fub-
je& of his poem. And upon this idea
the late learned editor of the Fairy
Queen has attempted, but, I think, with-
ot fuccefs, to defend the unity and
fimplicity of its fable. The truth was,
the violence of claffic prejudices forced
the poet to affet this appearance of
unity, though in contradi&ion to his G«
thic fyftem.  And, as far as we can judge
of the tenour of the whole work from
the finithed half of it, the adventure of -
Prince ARTHUR, whatever the author
pretended, and his critic too eafily be-
lieved, was but an aftér-thought; and, at
leaft, with regard to the bifforical fable,

which



CHIVALRY AND ROMANCGE. 277

which we are now confidering, was only
one of the expedients by which he would
«conceal the diforder of his Gethic plan,
Anp if this was his defign, I will ven<
ture to fay that both' his expedients were
injudicious. Their purpofe was, to ally
two things, in nature incompatible, the
Goathic, and the claffic unity; the effect
of which mifalliance was to difcover and
.expofe the nakednefs of the Gozbic.

I am of opinion then, confidering the
Fairy Queen as an epic or marrative poem
conftruted on Gothic ideas, that the poet
had done well to affeét no other unity
than that of defign, by which his fubjec
was connefted. But his poem is not
fimply narrative; it is throughout alle-
~ gorical: he calls it a perpetsal allegory
or dark -conceit: and this charaéter, for
geafons I may have occafion to obferve
hereafter, was even predominant in the
Fairy Queen. His narration is fubfer-
. T 3 vient
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vient to his moral, and but ferves to co.
lour it. This he tells us himfclf at fet-
ting out,
Fierce wars and faithful loves fhall meraliz¢
my fong ;
that is, fhall ferve for a vehicle, or in-
firument to convey the moral.

Now under this idea, the Unity of the
Fairy Queen is more apparent. His
twelve knights are to exemplify as many
virtues, out of which one illuftrious cha-
ralter is be compofed. And in this
view the part of Prince ArTHUR in each
book becomes effential, and yet not prin-
cipal; exally, as the poet has contrived
it. They who reft in the literal ftory,
that is, who criticize it on the footing of
a narrative poem, have conftantly obje&-
ed to this management. They fay, it
neceffarily breaks the unity of defign,
Prince ArTHUR, they affirm, fhould either
have had no part in the other adventures,
or he fhould have had the chief part. He

fhould
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fhould either have done nothing, or more,
This obje&tion I find infifted upon by
Spenser’s beft critic[4]; and, I think,
the obje&ion is unanfwerable: at leaft,
I know of nothing that can be faid to
remove it, but what I have fuppofed
above might be the purpofe of the poet,
and which I myfelf have rejefted as in-
fufficient,

But how faulty foever this condué be
in the literal ftory, it is perfectly right
in the moral: and that for an obvious
reafon, though his critics feem not to have
been aware of it. His chief hero was
not to have the twelve virtues in the de-
gree in which the knights had, each of
them, their own (fuch a charatter,
would be a monfter); but he was to have
fo much of each as was requifite to form
his fuperior charaCter. Each virtue, in
its perfettion, is exemplified in its own

' [4] Mr. WarTon, Ob/. on the F. 2, p. 7. vol. i,
Lond®762.
' T 4 knight:
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kuight: they are all, in a due degree,
concentered in Prince ARTHUR.

THis was the poet’s morel: and
what way of exprefling this moral in the
biftery, but by making Prince ArTHUR
appear in each adventure, and in a man-
ner fubordinate to its proper hero?
Thus, though inferior to each in his own
fpecific virtue, he is fuperior to all by
uniting the whole circle of their virtues
in himfelf: and thus he arrives, at
length, at the pofleflion of that bright
form of Glory, whofe ravifhing beauty,
as feen in a dream or vifion, had led him
out into thefe miraculous adventures in
the land of Fairy.

“Tue conclufion is, that, as an allegoe-
rical poem, the method of the Fuairy
Queen is governed by the juftnefs of the
moral: as a narrative poem, it is con-
duéted on the ideas and ufages of Cbi-
valry. In either view, if taken by itfelfs

the plan is defenfible, But fromwthe
. « union
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union of the.two defigns there arifes a
perplexity and confufion, which is- the
‘proper, and only confiderable, defect of
this extraordinary poem.

LETTER IX..

O doubt, Spenser ‘might have

taken one fingle adventure, of the
TweLve, for the fubjeét of his Poem;
or he might have given the principal part
in every adventure to Prince ARTHUR.
By this means his fable had been of the
claffic kind, and its unity as ftrict as that
of HoMmer and VirGiL.

AL this the poet knew very well; but
his purpofe was not to write a claffic
poem. He chofe to adorn a Gosbic ftory ;
and to be confiftent throughout, he chofe
that the form of his work fhould be of a
piece with his fubject.

Dip the poet do right in this? I can-
not tell: but, comparing his work with
that
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that of another great poet, who followed
the fyftem you feem to recommend, I fee
no reafon to be peremptory in condemn-
ing his judgment, - -

Tuge example of this poet deferves to
be confidered. It will afford, at leaft, a
frefh comfirmation of the point, I prin-
cipally infit ‘upon, the pre-eminence
of the Gothic manners and fittions, as
adapted to the emds of poetry, abeve the
claffic.

I oBservep of the famous Tor-
QuaTto Tasso, that, coming into the
world a little of the lateft for the fuccefs
of the pure Gotbic manner, he thought
fit to trim between that and the claflic
model.

It was lucky for his fame, that he did
fo. For the Gothic fables falling every
day more and more into contempt, and
the learning of the times, throug“:t all

rope,
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Europe, taking a claffic turn, the reputa-
tion of his work has been chiefly found-
ed on the ftrong refemblance it has to
the antient Epic poems. His fable is
conducted in the fpirit of the liiad, and
with a ftri® regard to that unity of
aflion which we admire in Homgr and
VirGiL, :

BurT this is not all; we find a ftudijed
and clofe imitation of thofe poets, in
many of the fingller parts, in the minuter
incidents, and even in the defcriptions and
fimiles of his poem,

THE claffic reader was pleafed with
this deference to the public tafle: he -
faw with delight the favourite beauties
of Homer and VirgiL reflefted in the
Italian poet: and was almoft ready to
excufe, for the fake of thefe, his magic
tales and fairy enchantments,

I saip, was almoft ready; for the of-
fcncc.'en by thefe tales to the more
fafhionable
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fafhionable fort of critics was fo great,
that nothing,. I believe, could make full
amends, in their judgment,. for fuch ex-
travagancies.

However, by this means, the Gieryfs-
Jemme Liberata made its fortune amongft
the French wits, who have conftantly
cried it up above -the Orlando Furiofo,
and principally for ‘ this reafon, that
Tasso was more claffical in his fable,
and more fparing in the wonders of Go-
#hic fiction, than his predecefior.

THe [talians have indeed a predilec-
tion for their elder bard; whether from
their prejudice for his fubject; their ad-
miration of his language; the richnefs
of his invention; the comic air of his
ftyle and manner; or from whatever
other reafon.

Be this as it will, the Fremch criticifm
has carried it before the Iiali‘ with
‘ the
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the reft of Europe. This dextrous peo
ole have found means to lead the tafte,
as well as fet the fafhions, of their neigh-
bours: and AriosTo ranks but little
higher than the rudeft Romancer in the
opinion of thofe who take their notions
of thefe things from their writers.

Bur the fame principle, which made
them give Tasso the preference to
ARri10sT0, has led.them by degrees to
think very unfavourably of Tasso him-
felf. The mixture of the Gothie manner
in his work has not been forgiven. It
has funk the credit of all the reft; and
fome inftances of falfe tafte in the ex-
preflion of his fentiments, detected by
their nicer critics, have brought matters
to that pafs, that, with their good will,
Tasso himfelf thould now follow the fate
of AriosTo.

I wiLL not fay, that a little national
envy did not perhaps mix itfelf with

L . e
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their other treafons for undervaluing thié
great poet. They afpired to a fort of
fupremacy in letters; and finding "the
Italian language and its beft writers
ftanding in their way; they have fpared
no pains to lower the eftimation of both.

WaaTever their inducements were,
they fucceeded but too well in their at-
tempt. Qur obfequious and over-modeft
critics were run down by their authority.
Their talte of letters, with fome worfe
things, was brought ameng us at the
Reftoration. Their language, their man-
ners, nay theit very prejudices, wereadopt-
ed by our polite king and his royalifts.
And the more fathionable wits, of courfe,
fet their fancies, as my Lord Motss-
wor TH tells us the people of Copenbagen
in his time did their clocks, by the court-
ftandard.

Stk W. DavenawT opened the way
to this new fort of criticifm in a very ela+

7 orate
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Borasc preface to GonbpiBerT; and his
philofophic friend, Mr. Hoeses, lent
his beft affitance towards eftablithing
the credit of it. Thefe two fine letters
centain, indeed, the fubftance of whatever
has been fince written on  the fubje&,
Succeeding wits and critics did no more
than echo their language. It grew into
a fort of cant, with which Rymer, and
the reft of that {chool, filled their flimfy
effays and rambling prefaces.

Our noble critic himfelf [¢] con-
defcended to take up this trite theme.
. and it is not to be told with what alacrity
and felf-complacency he flourithes upon
it. The Gothic manner, as he calls it,
is the favourite objet of his raillery;
which is never moie lively or pointed,
than when it expofes that ¢ bad tafte
« which makes us prefer an Ariosto
% to a VircIL, and a Romance (without
« doubt he meant, of Tasso) to an T

[e] Lord SuaFTE<BVRY, 4dv. t0 an Auther.

Truly,

»
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Truly, this critical fin' requires an ex-
piation; which yet is eafily made by
fubfcribing to his fentence, ¢ That the
¢t French indeed may boaft of legitimate
¢ authors of a juft relifh; but that the
¢ Iialian are good for nothing but to
s corrupt the tafte of thofe who have
¢ had no familiarity with the noble an-
s tients [f].”

Tais ingenious nobleman is, himfelf,
one of the gallant wvotaries he fometimes
makes himfelf fo merry with. He is per-
fettly enamoured of his moble antients;
and will fight with any man who con-
tends, not that his Lordfhip’s miftrefs is
not fair, but that his own is fair alfo.

It is certain the French wits benefited
by this foible. For pretending, in great
modefty, to have formed themfelves on
the pure tafte of his noble antients, they
eafily drew his Lordlhip over to their

Lf] 4dv. 10 an Author, Part 111. S, 11,

party:
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party : while the J¢zlians, more ftubborn-
ly pretending to a tafte of their own, and
chufing to /e for themfelves, inftead of
adopting the authorifed Jes of Greece,
were juftly expofed to his refentment,.

Sucu was the addrefs of the French
writers, and fuch their triumphs over the
poor Italians.

It muft be owned, indeed, they had
every advantage on their fide, in this
conteft with their mafters. The tafte
and learning of Italy had been long on
the decline; and the fine wrifers under
Lours XIV were every day advancing
the French language, fuch asit is (fimple,
clear, exa&, that is, fit for bufinefs and
converfation; but for that reafon, be-
fides its total want of numbers, abfolutely
unfuited to the genius of the greater
poetry), towards its laft perfection. The
purity of the antient manner became
well underftood, and it was the pride of

Vou. 1L 8] their
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their beft critics to expofe every inftance
of falfe tafte in the modern writers. The
Italian, it is certain, could not ftand fo
fevere a fcrutiny. But.they had efcaped
better, if the moft fathionable of the
Irench poets had not, at the fame time,
been their beft critic.

A rvcky word in a verfe, which founds
well and every body gets by heart, goes
further than a volume of juft criticifm,
In fhort, the exa&, but cold BoirLeau
happened to fay fomething of the clix-
quant of Tasso; and the magic of this
word, like the report of AsToLFo’s horn
in Ar1osto, overturned at once the folid
and well-built reputation of the Izalian
poetry.

It is not perhaps ftrange that this
potent word fhould do its bufinefs in
France.  'What was lefs to be expected,
it put us into afright on this fide the
water. ‘Mr. AppisoN, who gave the law

3 : in
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in tafte here, took it up, and fent it about
the kingdom in his polite and popular
effays [¢g]. It became a fort of watch-
word among the critics; and, on the fud-
den, nothing was heard, on all fides, but
the clinquant of Tasso.

Arter all, thefe two refpectable wri-
ters might not intend the mifchief they
were doing. The obfervation was juft;®
but was extended much further than
they meant, by their witlefs, followers
and admirers. The effect was, as I faid,
that the Italian poetry was rejected .in
the grofs, by virtue of this cenfure;
though the authors of it had faid no
more than this, ¢ that their beft poet
s had fome falfe thoughts, and deglt,

“ they fuppofed, too much in mcrcdlb?e
.“ fiGkion.”,

T LEAVE you to make your own re
fectionts on this thort hiftory of the Jialigp

"[g] Speaator, vol. i. No. g. vol. v. No, 369.
Uz poetry:
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poetry. Itis not my defign to be its apo-
logift in all refpecs. However, with re-
gard to the firj? of thefe charges, I pre-
fume to fay, that, as juft as it is in the
fenfe in which I perfuade myfelf it was
intended, there are more inftances of
patural fentiment, and of that divine fim-
plicity we admire in the antients, even

oin Guariny’s Pafor Fido, than in the
beft of the French pocts.

Axp as to the /sff charge, I pretend
to fhew you, in my next Letter, that it
implics no fault at all in the Jzskias poets.

LETTER X,

CHI non [a che cofa fla Italia?—If this
queftion could ever be reafonably
afked on any occafion, it muft furely be
when the wit and poetry of that people
were under confideration. The gnchant-
ing fweetnefs of their tongue, the rich-
nefs of their invention, the fire and cle-
vation
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vation of their genius, the fplendour of
their expreffion on great fubjets, and
the native fimplicity of their fentiments
on affeting ones; all thefe are fuch ma-
nifeft advantages on the fide of the
Italian poets, as fhould feem to com-
mand our higheft admiration of their
great and capital works.

Yer a different language has been
held by our finer critics. And, in parti-
cular, you hear it commonly faid of the
tales of Fairy, which they firk and prin- -
cipally adorned, ¢ that they are extra-
¢ vagant and abfurd; that they furpafs
¢ all bounds, not of truth only, but of
¢ probability; and look more like the
¢ dreams of children, that the manly in.
“ ventions of poets.”

Arv this, and m&rc, has been faid; and,
if truly faid, who would not lament"

L’arte del poétar troppo infelice?

U3 - Fox
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-For they are not the- cold fancies of
plebeian poets, but the golden dreams
of Ar10sTo, the celeftial vifions of T asso,
that are thus derided.

But now, as to the extravagance of
thefe fitions, it is frequently, 1 believe,
‘much lefs than thefe laughers appre-
hend.

. To give an inftance or two, of this
fort,

. ONe of the. ftrangeft circumftances
in thofe books, iy that of the women-
warriors, with. which they all abound.
ButLer, in his. Hudibras, who faw it
only in the light of a poetical invention,
ridicules it, as a moft unnatural idea,
with great fpirit. | Yet in this repre-
-fentation, they did but copy from the
manners of the times, Anxna Com-
NENA tells us, in the life of her father,
: that

iy,
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that the wife of RopcrT the Norman
fought fide by fide with her hufband, in-
his battles; that fhe would rally the fly-
ing foldiers, and lead them back to the
charge: and Nicetas obferves, that, in
the time of ManuveL. CoMmNENa, there
were in one Crufade many women, arm-
ed like men, and on horfeback.

WuaT think ycu now of Tasso’s
Clorinda, whofe prodigies of valour I
dare fay you have often laughed at?
Or, rather, what think you:of that con-
ftant pair,
¢¢ GiLp1IrPE et ODOARDO amanti e fpofi, -
¢¢ In valor d’arme, ¢ in lealta famofi?”

C. IIL §. 40

Acain: what can be more abfurd
and incredible, it is often faid, than the
vaft armies we read of in Romance? a
circumftance, to which Mivtown fcruples
not to allude in thofe lines of his Pars-
dife Regained— ,

U s Such

ps
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Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp,
When Agrican with all his northern powers
Befieg’d Albracca, as Romances tell,
The city’ of GALLAPHRONE, from thence to
win
The faireft of her fex, ANGELICA.
B. III. ver. 337.

Tue claffical reader is much fcandal.
ized on thefe occafions, and never fails
to cry out on the impudence of thefe
lying fablers. Yet, if he did but refle&
on the prodigious fwarms which Europe
fent out in the Crufades, and that the
tranfa&tions of thofe days furnifhed the
Romance-writers with their ideas and
images, he would fee that the marvellous
in fuch ftories was modeft enough, and
did not very much exceed the ftri&
bounds of hiftorical reprefentation.

Tue firft army, for inftance, that
marched for the Holy Land, even after
all the loffes it had fuftained by the way,
amounted, we are told, when it came to

be
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be muftered in the plains of 4/, to no
lefs than feven hundred thoufand fighting
men: a number, which would almoft
have fatisfied the Romancer’s keeneft ap-
petite for wonder and amplification.

A TtHIrD inftance may be thought
ftill more remarkable.

¢ We read perpetually of walls of fire
¢ raifed by magical art to ftop the pro-
< grefs of knights-errant. In T asso, the
« wizard Ismeno guards the inchanted
¢ foreft with walls of fire, In the Or-
< lando Inamorato, L. 11, c. i. Man-
¢ DRICARDO is endeavoured to be ftop-
<« ped by enchanted flames; but he makes
¢ his way through all.”

Trus far the learned editor of the
Fairy Queen [Notes on B. 111. c. Xi. s,
25.] who contents himfelf, like a good
Romance-critic, with obferving the fa&,
without the irreverence of prefuming

to
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o account for it. But if the -profane
will not be kept within this decent re-
ferve, we may give them to underftand,
that -this fancy, as wild as it appears,
had fome foundation in #ruth. For I
make no queftion but thefe fres, raifed
by magical art, to ftop the progrefs of
aflailants, were only the flames of rev-
GREGEOIS, as it was called, thatisof wiLp-
FIRE, which appeared fo ﬁrangc, on its
firft invention and application, in the
barbarous ages.

WEe hear much of its wonders in the
hiftory of the Crufades; and even fo
late as Sprnser’s own time they were
not forgotten. Davira, fpeaking of the
fiege of Poitiers in 1569, tells us—Ab-
boudavano nella citta le provifioni da guer-
ray tra le quali, quantita ineftimabile
di FUOCHI ARTIFICIATI, lavorali in di.
verfe maniere, ne'quali avemano i defen-
Jori pofia grandifima [peranza di refpin-
- gere gli affalti denemici,  Lib, v.

Hence,
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Hence, without doubt, the magical
Slames and  frery walls, of the Gothic
Romancers [¢]; and who will fay, that
the fpecious miracles of Homer himfelf
had a better foundation?

"Bur after all, this is not the fort of
defence I mean chiefly to infitt upon.
Let others explain away thefe wonders,
fo offenfive to certain philofophical cri«
tics. - They are welcome to me in their
own proper form, and with all the ex-
travagance commonly imputed to them.

- It is true, the only criticifm, worth
regarding, is that which thefe critics lay
glaim to, the philofophical. But there
is a fort which looks like philofophy,
and is not. May not that be the cafe
here?

[¢] For an account of fome other worders in
Romance, fuch as enchanted arms, invulnerable bo-
dies, flying borfes, &c. fee L’Ejprit des Loix, 1, xxviiie

€ 22,
Tuis
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THais criticifm, whatever name it de-
ferves, fuppofes that the pocts, who are
lyars by profeffion, expect to have ther
lyes believed. Surely they are not fo
unreafonable. They think it enough, if
they can but bring you to imagine the
poflibility of them.

Anp how fmall a matter will ferve
for this? A legend, a tale, a tradition,
a rumour, a fuperftition; in fhort, any
thing is enough to be the bafis of their
air-formed wvifions. Does amy capable
reader trouble himfelf about the truth,
or cven the credibility of their fancies?
Alas, no; he is beft pleafed when he is
made to conceive (he minds not by what
magic) the exiftence of fuch things as
his reafon tells him did not, and were
never likely to, exift.

Bur here, to prevent miftakes, an ex-
planation will be neceflary. We muft
diftinguifh
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diftinguith between the poprlar belief,.
and that of the reader. The fitions of
poetry do, in fome degrec at leaft, re-
quire the frf (they would, otherwife,
defervedly pafs for dreams indeed): but
when the poet has this advantage on his
fide, and his fancies have, or may be fup-
pofed to have, a countenance from the
current fuperftitions of the age in which
he writes, he difpenfes with the /a8,
and gives his reader leave to be as fcepti-
cal and as incredulous, as he pleafes.

A rasHioNaBLE French critic diverts
himfelf with imagining * what a per-
< fon, who comes freth from reading Mr.
«« AppisoN and ‘Mr. Locke, would be

¢ apt to think of Tasso’s Enchant--
« ments [5].”

Tur Englih reader will, perhaps,
fmile at feeing thefe two writers fo cou-
pled together: and, with the critic’s

[IrJ Vovraixg, Efai for 'H Pozfie Epigue, ch. vii.

' leave,



324 LETTERS ON

leave, we will put Mr. Locke out of the
queftion. But if he be defirous to know
what a reader of Mr. Appison would
pronounce in the cafe, 1 can undertake to
give him fatisfaction.

SpeakiNG of what Mr. DryDEN calls,
e Fairy way of writing, * Men of cold
¢ fancies and philofophical difpofitions,
< fays he, objet to this kind of poetry,
< that it has not probability enough to
¢ affet the imagination. But-—many
« are prepofleft with fuch falfe opinions,
¢ as difpofe them to Jelieve thefe. parti-
¢ cular delufions: at leaft, we have all
¢ .beard fo many pleafing relations in fa.
¢ your of them, that we do not care for
s¢ feeing through the fa//ebood, and willings
“ly give ourfelves up to fo agreeable.
‘¢ an impofture.”  [Spez. N°. 419.]

ArpLy, now, this .fag‘e judgment of
Mr. Appison to Tasso’s .Enchantmentss
and you fee tha.a falfebood convidi is mot
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to be pleaded againtt a fuppofed belief, or
even the fiighteft bear-fay.

So little account does this wicked poe-
try make of philofophical or hiftorical
truth: all fhe allows us to look for, is
poetical truth; a very flender thing in-
‘deed, and which the poet’s eye, when
rolling in a4 fine frenzy, can but juft lay
hold of. To fpeak in the philofophic
language of Mr. HoBaes, it is fomething
. much beyond the altual bounds, and only
within the conceived poffibility, of mature.

BurT the fource of bad criticifm, as uni-
verfally of bad philofophy, is the abufe
of terms. A poet, they fay, :muft follow
"mature; and by nature we are to {uppofg
can only be meant the known and ex-
perienced courfe of affairs-in this- world.
‘Whereas the poet has a world of his own,
where experience has lefs to do, than
confiftent imagination.

Hg

=1
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He has, befides, a fupernatural world
to range in. He has Gods, and Fairies,
and Witches, at his command: and,

— — — — O! who can telt
The bidden pow’r of herbes, and might of
magic fpell 2

SPENSER, B. V. G. iis

Thus, in the poet’s world, all is mar-
vellous and extraordinary; yet not -
matural in one fenfe, as it agrees to the
conceptions that are readily entertained
of thefe magical and wonder-working
natures.

Thwis trite maxim of following Nature
is further miftaken, in applying it indif-
criminately to all forts of poetry.

In thofe fpecies which have men and
manners profefledly for their theme, a
ftrict conformity with human nature is
reafonably demanded.

Non
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Non hic Centauros, non Gorgonas, Harpyiasque
Invenies : hominem pagina noftra fapit :

is a proper motto to a book of epigrams;
but would make a poor figure at the
head of an epic poem.

StiLe further in thofe fpecies that
addrefs themfelves to ,the heart, and
would obtain their end, not through the
imagination, but through the paffions,
there the liberty of tranfgrefling nature,
I mean the real powers and properties
of human nature, is infinitely reftrained;
and poetical truth is, under thefe circum-
ftances, almoft as fevere a thing as biffo-
rical. - -

Tre reafon is, we muft firt believe
before we can be affeized.

Bur the cafe is different with the more
fublime and creative poetry. This fpe-
cies, addreffing itfelf folely or princi-

Vou. II1. X pally
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pally to the Imagination; a young and
credulous faculty, which loves to ad-
mire and to be deceived ; has no need to
obferve thofe cautious rules of credibi-
lity, fo neceflary to be followed by him
who would touch the affeGions and in-
tereft the heart,

Tais difference, you will fay, is ob
vious enough. How came it then to be
overlooked? From another miftake,. in
extending a particular precept of the
drama into a general maxim.

Tue incredulus odi of Horack ran in
the heads of thefe critics, though his own
words confine the obfervation fingly to
the ftage:

Segnius irritant animos demifia per aurem

Quam quz funt oculis fubjeQa fidelibus, et

quz

Ipfe fibi tradit SpeQator e

TuaTt, which pafles in reprefemtation,
and challenges, as it were, the fcrutiny
of
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of the eye, muft be truth itfelf, or fome-
thing very nearly approaching to it. But
what pafies in narration, even on the ftage,
is admitted without much difficulty—

multaque tolles
Ex oculis, qu mox narret facundia prefens,

In the epic narration, which may he
called sbfens facundia, the reafon of the
thing fhews this indulgence to be. ftilj
greater, It appeals neither to the gye
nor the ear, but fimply to the imaging-
tion, and fo allows the poet a liberty of
multiplying and enlargmo his impoftures
at pleafure, in proportien -to the eafinefs
and comprehenfion of that faculty [7].

.[1] A celebrated writer, whofe good fenfe, or
whofe perverfenefs, would not fuﬂ'cr him to be the
dupe of French prejudices, declares himfelf roundly
of this opinion: * On a voulu mettre cn reprefenta=
*¢ tion (fays he, fpeaking of the abford magnificence
«of the French Opera) le MERVESLLEUX, qui,
 p’éant fait Zuc pour étre imaginé, EST Aussy
¢ BIEN PLACE DANS UN POEME EPIQUE que ridi-
« culement fur an theatre.” [ Nowv. Heboife, p. 11.
L xxw]

X2 * THesz
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Taese general refleCtions hardly re-
quire an application to the prefent fub-
je&. The tales of Fairy are exploded,
as fantaftic and incredible. They would
merit this contempt, if prefented on the
ftage; I mean, if they were given as the
proper fubjed of dramatic imitation, and
the intereft of the poet’s plot were to
be wrought out of the adventures of
thefe marvellous perfons. But the epic
‘mufe runs no rifque in giving way to
fuch fanciful exhibitions.

You may call them, as one does, « ex-
¢ traordinary dreams, fuch as excellent
s¢ poets and painters, by being over-ftudi-
¢ ous, may have in the beginning of fe-
s vers [£).”

THe epic poet would acknowledge
the charge, and even value himfelf up-
“on it. He would fay, «I leave to the

[£] Sir W. Davenant’s Preface,

fage
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fage dramatift the merit of being al-
ways broad awake, and always in his
fenfes. The divine dream [I], and deli-
rious fancy, are among the nobleft of
my prerogatives.”

Bur the injuftice done the Iralian
poets does not ftop here. The cry is,
¢ Magic and enchantments are fenfelefs
< things, Therefore the Italian poets
¢ are not worth the reading.” As if, be-
caufe "the fuperftitions of Homer and
VirciL are no longer believed, their
poems, which abound in them, are good
for nothing,.

st; you will fay, their fine “pitures
of life and manners —

Anp may not I fay the fame, in be-
~half of Ariosto and Tasso? For it is
not true that all is wnnatural and mon-
ftrous in their poems, becaufe of this

[] oo tuse. Homer. .
X 3 mixture
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mixture of the wonderful. Admit, for
example, ArRMIDA’s marvellous convey-
ance to the happy Ifland; and all the
feft of the love-ftory is as natural, that
is, as fuitable to our common notions of
that paffion, as any thing in VirciL or
(if you will) VoLTarre.

THus, you fee, the apology of the Ita-
lia® poets is eafily made on every fup-
pofition, But I ftick to my point, and
maintain that the Fairy tales of Tasso
do him more honour than what are call-
ed the more natural, thatis, the claflical
parts of his poem. His imitations of
the antients have indeed their merits
for he was a‘‘genius in every thing,
But they are faint and cold, and almoft
infipid, when compared with his Gothie
fittions, We make a fhift to run over
the paffages he has copied from Vircrt,
We are all on fire amidft the magical
feats of Ismew, and the enchantments of

ArMiDA, .
: - Magnanima
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Magnanima menfogna, hor quando ¢ il #era
Si bello, che fi poffa a te preporre 2

I speaxk at leaft for myfelf; and muft
freely own, if it were not for thefe Jes
of Gotbic invention, I fhould fcarcely be
difpofed to give the Gierufalemme Liberata
a fecond reading,.

I rREADILY agree to the lively obferva-
tion, ¢ That impenetrable armour, in-
¢ chanted caftles, invulnerable bodies,
¢ iron men, flying horfes, and other fuch
¢ things, are eafily feigned by them that
“\ dare [m].” But, with the obferver’s
ledye, not fo feigned as we find them in
g Italian poets, unlefs the writer have

nother quality, befidesthatof courage.

One thing is true, that the fuccefs of
thefe fictions .will not be great, when
thdy have no’ longer any footing in the
popular belief: and the reafon is, that

[m] Mr. HoBBes’s Lecter,
X 4 readers
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readers do not ufually do as they ought,
put themfelves in the circumftances of
the poet, or rather of thofe, of whom
the poet writes. But this only fhews,
that fome ages are not fo fit to write epic
poems in, as others; not, that they
thould be otherwife written.

IT is alfo true, that writers do not
fucceed fo well in painting what they
have heard, as what they believe, them-
felves, or at leaft obferve in others a fa-
cility of believing. And on this account
I would advife no modern poet to revive
thefe Fairy tales in an epic poem. But
ftill this is nothing to the cafe in hand,
where we are confidering the merit of
epic poems, written under other circum.
flances.

Tue Pagan Gods and Gotbic Fairies
were equally out of credit, when MiL-
ToN wrote, He did well therefore to
fupply their room with Angels and Devils.

N If
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If thefe too fhould wear out of the popu-
lar creed (and they feem in a hopeful
way, from the liberty fome late critics
have taken with them) I know not what
other expedients the epic poet might
have recourfe to; but this 1 know, the
pomp of verfe, the energy of defcription,
and even the fineft moral paintings, would
ftand him in no ftead. Without admi-
ration (which cannot be affected but by
the marvellous of celeftial intervention,
I mean, the agency of fuperior natures
really exifting, or by the illufion of the
fancy taken to be fo) no epic poem can
be long-lived.

I am not afraid to inftance in the Hen-
riade itfelf; which, notwithftanding the
elegance of the compofition, will in a
fhort time be no more read than the
Gondibert of Sir W. DavenanT, and
for the fame reafon,

CriTICS
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Crrtics may talk what they will
of Truth and Nature, and abufe the
Italian poets as they will, for tranf-
grefling both in their incredible fictions.
But, believe it, my friend, thefe fictions
with which they have ftudied to delude
the world, are of that kind of credit-
able deceits, of which a wife antient pro-
nounces with affurance, ¢ Tbat they, whe
“ deceive, are bonefler than they who do
“ mot deceive; and they, who are deceived,
& wifer than they who are not deceived.”

LETTER XL

UT you are weary of hearing fo

much of thefe exploded fancies;
and are ready to afk, if there be any
truth in this reprefentation, ¢ Whence it
“ has come to pafs, that the claflical man-
“ ners are flill admired and imicated by
“ the poets, when the Gothic have long
 fince fallen into difufe?”

THE
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Tre anfwer to this queftion will fur-
nifh all that is now wanting to a proper
difcuffion of the prefent fubject.

Onr great reafon of this difference
certainly was, that the ableft writers
of Greece ennobled the fyftem of heroic
manners, while it was freth and flourifh-
ing; and thejrworks, being mafter-pieces
of compofition, fo fixed the credit of it
in the opinion of the world, that no re-
- volutions of time and. tafte could after-
wards fhake it.

Wuereas the Gothic having been
difgraced in their infancy by bad wri-.
ters, and a new fet of manners fpringing
up before there were any better to do
them juftice, they could never be brought
into vogue by the attempts of later poets;
who yet, in fpite of prejudice, and for
the genuine charm of thefe highly poeti-
cal manners, did their utmoft to recom-

mend them.
' Bur,
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BuT, FURTHER, the Gothic fyftem was
not only forced to wait long for real ge-
nius to do it honour; real genius was
cven very carly employed againtt it.

Tuere were two caufes of this mif-
hap. The old Romancers had even out-
raged the truth in their extravagant
pi¢tures of Chivalry: and Chivalry it-
felf, fuch as it once had been, was great-
ly abated. ‘

So that men of fenfe were doubly dif
gufted to find a reprefentation of things
anlike to what they obferved in real life,
and Jeyond what it was ever poffible
fhould have exifted. However, with
thefe difadvantages, there was ftill fo
much of the old fpirit left, and the fafci-
nation of thefe wondrous tales was fo
prevalent, that a more than common
degree of fagacity and good fenfe was
required to penctrate the illufion.

Ir



CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE. 317

IT was one of this chara&er, I fuppofe,
that put the famous queftion to Ariosto,
which has been fo often repeated that I
fhall fpare you the difguft of hearing it
Yet long before his time an immortal
genius of our own (fo fuperior is - the
fenfe of fome men to the age they live
in) faw as far into this matter, as ArIl-
0sTO’s examiner.
. R

You will perhaps, be as much fur-
prifed, as I was (when, many years ago,
the obfervation was, firft, made to me)
to underftand, that this fagacious perfon
was Dan CHaucer; who in a reign
that almoft realized the wonders of Ro-
mantic Chivalry, not only difcerned the
abfurdity of the old Romances, but has
even ridiculed them with incomparable
fpirit.

¢ His Rime oF Sir Toraz in the Can-
Lerbury tales (faid the curious obferver,

6 os
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on whofe authority I am now building)
is a2 manifeft banter on thefc books, and
may be confidered as a fort of prelude
to the adventures of Don Quixore. I
call it a manifefp banter: for we are to
obferve that this was CHaAucEr’s own
tale; and that, when in the progrefs of
it the good fenfe of the Hoft is made to
break in upon him, and interrupt him,
Cuavcer approves his difguft, and,
changing his n, tells the fimple in-
ftructive tale of MELIBOEUS; & mora]
tale wirtwous, as he terms it; to fhew,
what fort of fictions were moft expreffive
of real life, and moft proper to be put
into the hands of the people.

It is, further, to be noted, that the
tale of tbe Giant OLyPHANT and Chylde
Topraz was not a fi€tion of his own, but
a ftory of antique fame, and very cele-
brated in the days of Chivalry: fo that
nothing could better fuic the poet’s de-

fign of difcrediting the old Romances,
. than
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than the choice of this venerable legead
for the vehicle of his ridicule upon them,

Bur what puts the fatiric purpofe
of the Rime of Sir Topaz out of all
queftion, is, that this fhort poem is fo
managed as, with infinite humour, to ex-
pofe the leading impertinencies of books
of Chivalry; the very fame, which Cgr-
vaNTes afterwards drew out, and ex-
pofed at large, in his famous hiftory.

InpeeD Sir Topraz is all Don Quix<
oTE in little; as you will eafily fee from
comparing the two knights together;
who are drawn with the fame features,
are chara&erized by the fame ftrokes,
and differ from each other but as a fketch
in miniature from a finilbed and full-
fized picture. B

1. CervaNTES is very particular in
defcribing the perfon and babit of his
Hero, agreeably to the known practice

7 | of

N4
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of the old Romancers, Caavcer does
the fame by his knight, and in a manner
that almoft equals the arch-gravity of
the Spanib author:

Sir Toraz was a doughty fwaine,

‘White was his face as paine maine,
His lippes red as rofe,

His rudde is like fcarlet in graine,

And I youtell in good certaine,
He bad a feemely nafe.

His haire, his berde, was like fafroune,
That to his girdle raught adowne,
His fthoone of cordewaine,
Of Bruges were his hofen broun,
His robe was of chekelatoun,
That coft many a jane.

3. Cervantes tells us how Don
Quixorz pafled his time in the country,
before he turned Knight-errant. Crav-
CER, in the fame fpirit, celebrates his -
knight’s country diverfions of bunting,
bawking, fbooting, and wrefling, thofe
known prolufions to feats of arms:

' He
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He couth huntat the wilde dere,

And ride an hauking for by the rivere - -
With grey GosnaUuke on honde,

Thereto he was a good archere,

Of wraftling was 'therq none his pere
There any Ram fhould ftonde.

3. Tue Knights of Romance were ufed
to dedicate their fervices to fome para-
gone of beauty, fuch as was orily "con-
ccwed to exift in the land of Fairy, and -
could no where be found in this vunlgar
difenchanted. world, Hence one of ‘the
ftrongeft features in Don QuixoTe’s
character is the fublime paffion he had
conceived for an imaginary or fairy mif-
trefs. Sir Topaz is not behind hint in
this extravagance:

An Elfe-queene woll I love, I wis,
For-in this world no woman js
To be my make in towne,
All other women I forfake -
And to an Elfe-queene I me take
By dale and eke by downe.

Vou. IIL Y 4. DY
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4. Don QuixoTE’s paffion for this -
idol of his fancy was fo violent, that, af-
ter all the bangs and bruifes of the day,
inftead of fuffering his weary limbs to
take any reft, it occupied him all night
with inceflant dreams and reveries of his
miftrefs. Sir Topaz is in the fame wo-
ful plight:

Sif ToPFAz eke fo weary was —
“That down he lid him in that place —
u.70h, Seint MARY, benedicite
What aileth this love at me
. To blind me fo fore ?
Me dreamed all this night. parde
An Elfe-queene fhall. my leman be
And fleepe under my gore.

5. As thé chaftity of the hero of La
MancHua is well known, from a variety
of trying temptations, fo Sir Toraz dif-
tinguifhes himfelf by this knightly virtue:

Full
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Full many a maide bright in boure

They mourne for him their paramoure,
Whan bem were bet 1o fleepe,

But he was chafte and nolechoure,

And fweete asis the bramble floure
That bereth the red hipe.

6. Tuz fight of Sir Topaz with the
Giant of three heads, in honour of his
miftrefs,

. For needes muft he fight. - _
With a giant with heads thre,
For paramours and jolitie

~ Of one that thone full bnght—

togethcr with hxs arming, and the whole
ridiculous preparation for the combat,
defcribed at large in feveral ftanzas, is
exattly in the ftyle and tafte of Cer.
VANTES,. an fimilar aoccafions.

7. CERVANTES gives us to underftand
that it was familiar with his knight to
fleep in the open air, to endure all hard-
‘ Y2 thips
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thips that befell, and to let his horfe graze
by him. Cravcer, in like manner, of
his knight, with much humour:

And for he was a knight auntrous,
He nolde flepen in none houfe
. -Bat liggen in his hood,
His bright helme was his wanger
And by him fed his deftrer
Of herbes fine and good.

8. Anp, laftly, as CervanTEs, after
the example of the Romance-writers, will
have it, that his knight furpaffes all
others of antient fame, fo Dan CHAvucER
-is careful to vindicate this high preroga-
tive, to his hero:

Men fpeaken of Romances of pris
Of Ho’RNECHILD and of IroTIs,.
Of Bevis and Sir Gig,
Of Sir LiseAaux and BLANDAMOURE}
But Sir TorAz, he beareth the floure
OF rial chivalrie,”

THus
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‘Twus far, at lealt to this effe@, the
concealed author (for the difpenfers of
thefe fairy, favours would not be in-
quired after) of this new interpretation
of the Rime of Sir Topaz. Other cir-
cumitances of reféhnblance might be
added (for when a well-grounded hint
of this fort is once given, -and opened in
fome inftances, it is not difficult to pur-
fue it), but one needs go no further to
be certain that the ‘general fcope of this
poem is, Burlefque.

Onwv, I would obferve, that though,
in this ridiculous ballad, the poet clearly
intended to expofe the Romances of the
time, as they were commonly written, he
did not mean, abfolutely and under every
form, to condemn the kind of writing it-
felf: as, I think, we muft conclude from
the ferious air, and very different con-
du&, of ths Squire’s TaLe; which
Seenxser and MiLTon were fo parii
cularly pleafed with. '

Y 3 We



336 LETTERS ON

WEe learn too, from the fame tale,
that, though Cravcer could be as plea.
fant on the other fooleries of -Romance,
as any modern critic, he let the marvel-
ous of it cfcape hig ridicule, or rather
efteemed this chara&ter of the Gotbic
Romance, no foolery. For the tale of
CamBuscan is all over MARVELLOUS;
and MiLron, by fpecifying the wvirtuous
ring and glafs, and the wondrous borfe of
brafs, as the circumftances that charmed
him moft, fhews very plainly, that, in his
opinion, thefe amufing fictions were well
placed, and of principal confideration, as
they furely are, in this Fairy way of wris

tmg

BuT, whatever our old Bard would in-
finuate by his management- of this en-
chanting tale, and "whatever conclufions
have, in fa, been drawn from it by fuch
fuperior and .congenial {pirits, as our
;wo epic poets, the ba{/~told ftory of

CaMBuUscAN
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CamBuscan could never afone for the:
mfilchiefs: done to the caufe of Romance,
by the pointed ridicule of the Rime of. -
Sir Topaz. Common: readers would be:
natirally induced by it to reject the old:
Romances, in the grofs: and thus it hap-
pened, according to the obfervation I
fet out with, ¢ that thefe phantoms of*
¢ Chivalry had the misfortune to be:
¢ Jatighed out ef ‘countenance by men of
«'fenfe, before the fubftance .of it had:
“ been fairly and truly rcprefentcd by‘

¢ any capable writer.”

Stirr, the principal caufe . of - all,
which brought difgrace “on the ' Gothic |
manners of Chivalry, no doubt, was,
That thefe manners, which fprang. out
of the feudal fyftem, were as fingular, as
that fyftem itfelf: fo.that, .when that
political conftitution vanithed out of
Europe, the manners, that belonged to
it, were no “longer. feen or underftood.
" There was no example of any. fuch-man-
Y. 4 ners
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ners remaining on the face of the earth:
and as they never did fubfilt but onee,
and are never likely to fubfift again,
people would be led of courfe to think
and fpeak of them, as romantic, and un-
natural. The confequence of which
was a total contempt and reje@tion of
them; while the claffic manners, as a-
rifing . out of the cuftomary and ufual
fituations of humanity, would have many
archetypes, and appear natural even to
thofe who faw nothing fimilar to them
actually fubfifting before their eyes.

THus, though the manners of Ho-
MER are perhaps as different from ours,
as thofe of Chivalry itfelf, yet as we
know that fuch manners always belong
to rude and fimple ages, fuch as Homer
paints; and actually fubfift at this day
in countries that are under the like cir-
cumftances of barbarity; we readily agree
to call them matural, and even take a
fond Pleafuu: in the furvey of them.

‘ : Yaug
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Youm queﬂxon then is eafily anfwered,
without any obligation upon me to give
up the Gothic manners as vifionary and
fantaftic. And the reafon appears, why
the Fairy Queen, one of the nobleft pro-
dufions of modern poetry, is fallen into
fo general a reglect, that all the zeal of
its commentators is efteemed officious
and impertinent, and will never reftore
it to thofe honours which it has, once
for all; irrecoverably loft.

In effe, what way of perfuading the
generality of readers that the romantic
manners are .to be accounted natural,
when not one in ten-thoufand knows
enough of the barbarous ages, in which
they arofe, to believe they ever really
exifted? :

Poor SpeNSER then,

"= == — —¢¢ in whofe gentle fpright
The pure well-head of Poefie did dwell,”
muft,
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muft, for aught I can fee, be left to the
admiration of a few lettered and curions
men: while the many are fworn toge-
ther to give no quarter to the marvellous,
or, which may feem flill harder, to the
morzl of his fong,

However, this great revolution in mo-
dern tafte was brought about by de-
grees; and the fleps, that led to it, may
be worth the tracing in a diftin& Letter,

LETTER XIL

HE wonders of Chivalry were

ftill in the memory of men, weré
fill exifting, in fome meafure, in real
life, when Cuaucer undertook to ex-
pofe the barbarous relaters of them,

Tuis ridicule, we may fuppofe, haf-
tened the fall both of Chivalry and Ro-
mance. At leaft from that time the

- fpirit
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fpirit--of - both \dcefi‘néd very faft, and at-
length fell into- fuch difcredit, thar when
now SPENSER arofe, and with a gemus
ﬁngularly fitted to immortalize the land
of Fairy, he met with every difficulty
and difadvantage to. obftru& his de-
fign. I

Tue age would no longer bear the
naked letter of thefe amufing ftories;
and the poet was fo fenfible of the mif-
fortune, that we find him apologizing
for it on a hundred occafions.

BuT apologies, in fuch circumftances,
rarely do any good. Perhaps,. they only
ferved to betray the weaknefs of the
poet’s caufe, and to confirm the preju-
dices of his reader.

However, he did more than this. He
gave an air of myftery to his fubject,

and pretended that his ftories of knights
, and
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and giants were but the cover to abun-
dance of profound wifdom.

I fhort, to keep off the eyes of the
prophane from prying too nearly into
his fubject, he threw about it the mift
of allegory: he moralized his fong: and
the virtues and vices lay hid under his
warriors and enchanters. A contrivance
which he had learned indeed from his
Dialian mafters: for Tasso had con-
defcended to allegorize his own work;
and the commentators of Arrosto had
even converted the extravagances of the
Orlando Furisfo, into moral leflons.

Axnp this, it muft be owned, was 3
fober attempt in comparifon of fome pro-
je&s that were made about the fame time
to ferve the caufe of the old, and now-
expiring Romances. For it is to be ob-
ferved, that the idolizers of thefe Ro-
mances did by them, what the votaries of
Homer had done by him. As the

times
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times improved and would lefs bear his
ftrange tales, they m:ralized what they
could, and turned the reft into myfteries
of -natural feience. And as this 1aft con.
trivance was principally defigned to co-
wer the monftrous ftories of the Pagas
Gods, fo it ferved the lovers of Romance

to palliate the no lefs monfirous ftories
of magic enchantments.

Tue editor or tranflater of the 24¢h
book of AMaDIs DE GAvVLE, priated a
Lyons in 1577, has a preface explaining
the whole fecret which concludes with
thefe words, « Voyla, Leéteur, le rruiT,
qui fe peut recueiller du fers myflique
des Romans antiques par les esPrits
ESLEUS, le commun peuple foy conten-

tant de la SIMPLE FLEUR DE LA LEC-
TURE LITERALE,”.

.- Butr to return to SPENSER; who, as
we have feen, had no better way o
-take in his diftrefs, than to hide his fairy
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fancies under the myftic cover of moral
allegory. The only favourable circum-
ftance that attended him (and this no
doubt encouraged, if it did not produce,
his untimely project) was, that he was
fomewhat befriended in thefe fictions,
even when interpreted according to the
Lectter, by the Romantic Spirit of his
égc-, much countenanced, and for a time
brought into frefh credit, by the Roman-

" tic ELizaBeTn. Her inclination for the
fancies of Chivalry is well known; and
obfequious wits and courtiers would not
be. wanting, to feed and flatter it. In
thort, tilts and tournaments were in
vogue: the Arcadis and the Fau;y Queen
-were written.

With thefe helps the new. Spirit of
Chivalry made a fhift to fupport itfelf
for a time, when reafon was but dawn-
ing, as we may. fay, and juft about to
gain the afcendant over the portentous
fpeétres of the imagination. Its grow-

ing

AN
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ing fplendour, in the end, put them all.
to flight, and allowed them no quarter
even among the poets. So that Mir-
ToN, as fond as we have feen he was of
the Gozthic filtions, durft only admit them
on the bye, and in the way of fimile and -
illuftration only.

Anxp this, no doubt, was the mair
reafon of his relmqulfhmg his long pro-
jeGed defign of Prince ArTHUR, at l3ft, °
for that of the Paradife Loff; where
inftead of Giants apd Magicians, he had
Angels and Devils to fupply him with
the marvellous, with greater probability.
Yet, though he dropped the tales, he ftill
kept to the allegories of Spenser. And -
even this liberty was thought too-much,
as appears from the ;enfurc pafed o
his §in and Deatb by the feverer critics.

THrus at length the magic of the old
Romances was perfectly. dlﬁ“olved They
bcgan with rcﬂe&mtr an 1mage indeed

I
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of toe fx=2al miansers, bo: 21 Z'uz‘
mzznifed aod &Esmed Dy uniin] de-

ﬁg!!e:'s Coemzoz fesie b::r.g o......md
with dhefe ‘perverions ¢of truth and na-
tuse { w.K accounz=d ths 'Zore mandtrots,
3s’ t.‘!q' antient mznners; ;l'ey pretcm'kd
10’ cops afver, were now. difufed, and
of m.ﬁ men forgo(scn,, tae. next ftep
was to have recourfe ¥ allegeries, Un.
der “this dlféufc.thcy walked the wsrld
a while; the excellence of the moral
and the ingenuity, of the contrivance
making fome amends, and being accept-
ed as a fort of apology, for the abfur.
dity of the literal ftory. '

Usper this form the tales of Fairy
kept their ground,. and even made their
fortune " at “court; whiere “they" became,
for two or three rclgns, the ordinary en:
tertainment ‘of our princes. . But réafon,
in the end (afﬁ'ﬁed however by patty,
and religious préjudices), drove them off

the fcene, and would endure thefe Jying
3 wonders,
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wonders, neither in their own proper
fhape, nor as mafked in ﬁgures.

. HencerorTH, the tafte of wit .and
: ",poetry took a new turn: and the Mufe
*“who had wantoned it fo long in the world

zz‘lof fition, was now conﬁramcd againft
y
?c hcr will,

‘e

f":I‘o ftoop with difenchanted wings to truth,”

jz" L8 Sir Joun Denunam fomewhere ex-
> :’,;Steﬁ‘es her prefent enforced fate, not un-
,\.-.“happlly.
4:'« " ,
'4”'*'" Waar we have gotten by this revolu-
.‘tion, you will fay, is a great deal of
good fenfe. What we have loft, is a
world of fine fabling; the illufion of
s which is fo grateful to the charmed
Spirit, that, in fpite of philofophy and
‘fathion, Fairy SpensEr ftill ranks high-
cﬁsr,among the poets; I mean, with all
thoﬁ,who are either come of that houfe,
or have any kindnefs for it.

Vou. 1IL V4 EARrTH-
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EARTH-BORN critics, my friend, may
blafpheme:

¢ But all the Gobs are ravifh’d with delight
¢ Of his celeftial fong, and mufic’s wondrous

¢ might,”
THE END;, . /

.,
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