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T O

The Right Honourable

HENRY PELHAM, Efq;

Firft Commifiioner of the Treafury,

Chancellor and Under Treafurer

of the Exchequer, Sec.

S I R,

Addrefs this fmall Per-

formance to you, be-

caufe your publick Trufl:

puts it greatly in your

Power to promote the Intention of

the

5o3o,^^7



( vi)

the Author. I have made it fmall,

as your Engagements are many and

important. At the fame Time, I

hope it will be ealily underftood by

one of your Attention, I found my-

felf the more inclined to offer it to

your Confideration, as your Defire

of advancing the PublickGood feems

equal to your Power. Several

Things which appear well intended,

have been brought about during

your Adminiftration, and are likely,

if watched over with Honefty and

Attention, to turn out of great Be-

nefit to Britain*

Sir, as you have the real Welfare

of thefe Lands at Heart, it is not to

be imagined that the preferving and

reforming the Morals of all Ranks can

mifs to be in your Eye ; for every

one may eafily fee, how much the

Security
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Security of our Government and all

its Advantages depend upon this.

That you judge a well inftruded

laborious and well affeded Clergy

neceflary to this Purpofe, will, 1 am
perfuaded, appear from your Endea-

vours to procure fome effedual Re-

lief to the Minifters of the Church

of Scotland^ now when they are peti-

tioning the Legiflature to fupport

them in their Bread and in their Be-

ing. And how happy would it be,

could fuch Meafures be fallen upon as

might eafe the Clergy, and yet be

lightly felt by the Landholders in

Scotland who oppofe them ? For I

am convinced that the Minifters have

fuch a high Regard for many great

and good Charaidjers in the Oppofiti-

on, that they wou'd even abate of

their juft ExpecSlations, provided they

could
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could obtain fomething effectual

with their Favour and Countenanceii

I am, Sir,

Your moft humble Servant,

A British Whig.

^/7V*



INTRODUCTION.
M abundantly fenfible that the

prevailing Tafte of the Times, is

no way favourable to Performan-

ces of this kind.There are fo many
who have their Heads and Hearts,

their Money, and their Time engroffed, by

Purfuits of what they falfely call Pleafureand

Gain, that few are left to read any moral

Leflbns which are fent abroad for their Be-
nefit ; and fewer who regard them when they

have read them, or put t'hefe very Convifti-

tions in Practice which they have received.

This, at firfl fight, may appear extreemly dif-

couraging to thofe whofe publick Spirit would
labour for the Reformation of the Publick.

But upon juft Refle(flion it will be found,

that the more common the Depravity be-

comes, the generous Friends of Mankind, in-

flead of being difcouraged, ought to think

and write with the greater Ardor and Ad-
drefs, as the faithful Phyfician, when he ob-

B ferves
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fcTves the Difeafc gathering fatal Power, ex-

e. ts himlelf to the utmoft to prevent the

Death of his Patient ; or as the brave Com-
mander, by his own Dexterity and Courage,

adJs Strength to his little Army, and enga-

ges with the Legions of the Foe. As in ma-

ny In [lances of this Kind, the Succefs has

often greatly exceeded Probability ; even fo,

I am perfuaded, it will be found, if thofe of

a right Spirit, however fmall their number,

would write to tame the PafTions and redify

the Heart, they will fucceed with fome,

and may, by the friendly Concurrence of

Providence, become the diftinguidied Inftru-

ments of refcuing their fellow Subjeds from

the fpreading Infed:ion of Vice and Folly.

It were a happy thing, did fome of thefe able

Writers who have fo well defended the

Chrifiian Dodrines, turn their Pen to the

moral Page, and with their whole Capacity

recommend the practical Virtues of our holy

Religion. In thefc all Seds are agreed, and

the careful Obfervation of them would, in its

own Nature, be a divine Improvement unto

all.

SECT,



SECT. I.

T^he Morals of a People ejfential to

good Government,

GOOD Government is one of the

greateft Temporal Privileges that can

be enjoyed upon Earth, for it encou-

rages the Subjeds to acquire Property, and

freely to chufe their Religion, while at the

fame Time, it fecures them in the full en-

joyment of both. Such is the happy Con-

flitution of the Britijh^ Government, and

who would not willi to fee it flrengthned

and eflablifhed for ever ; that it may re-

main the Envy of Nations, and the Glory and

Welfare of thefe happy Iflands. Incomparable

as this Blefling may be eftcemed, it can only

have a very ihort Duration if Impiety and

Vice continue to fpiead and prevail, when
the licentious Love of Pleafurc becomes the

common Principle of Ad:ion, and buries the

Dilates of Realbn^thcRemonllrancesofCon-

B z fciencc.
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feicnce, with all the Inftrudions of revealed

Religion ; then our excellent Conftitution is

in the greateft Danger, and will foon be over-

turned, its faireft Pillars are fliaken by its un-

grateful Sons, while the feemly Fabrick will

foon be torn to Pieces by its own Inhabitants.

Confider the Hiftory of Nations didinguifhed

for their Rife, their Figure, and their Fall;

you will find that a ftri6l Regard to all the

Branches of moralVirtue was their Rife j that

while Devotion, Truth, Righteoufnefs, and

Beneficence, continued to be their Practice,

and their Reputation, they were great and

free, the Wheels of Government turned

foftly round, and all Ranks rejoiced in the

Adminiftration of their Rulers; happy with-

in their own Borders, they were at once the

Admiration and Terror of rival Powers. But

fo foon as they begun to lofe a juft Senfe of

moral Excellence, and to difregard it in their

Behaviour, as foon did their Strength and

Glorv be^in to decline, and while the Infection

ofVice was diffufingitfelf overall, DeftriKftion

attended its Progrefs, till Hand in Hand both

were compleated in their Captivity j in their

Captivity to thofe very Nations who had no

Method by which they could conquer them,

fo lono: as the Love of Virtue reig-ned in their

Dominion?. It is neither the Riches nor the

Poverty of a People that brings Ruin upon

them
J

for while their Morals remain, their

Riches.
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Riches will be a p.^rt of their Happlnefs and

Strength , and the Poverty of a virtuous Na-
tion, will foon be removed by that Induflry

which is a Part of Virtue, and always attends

it; nay, even the Calamities fent by Pi evi-

dence make a good People better, and the

very Perfccutions of their Enemies around

them increafe their Bravery and Fortitude.

But Impiety and Vice diffufed and perfuted

in, are Swords in the Bowels of a Nation ; it

miy Hve and languifh for a little, but ftill it

bleeds, and in a little bleeding it mufl die.

Neither Armies by Land nor Fleets by Sea are

able to preferve it, when once it is become
Prophane and Diflblutc. And how is it pof-

fible they (hould ? For the Commanders, the

Soldiers and Sailors are enervated by the ge-

neral Contagion ; nor is it to be expeded that

God, the Father and Friend of Virtue, will

work Miracles in their Behalf, by teaching

their Hands to war, and their Fingers how
to fight, that he will cover their Head in the

Day of Batde, and make their Enemies fly

before ihem. No, he will leave them, and
the Nation they ferve, to feel and fall by the

want of that Condud and Fortitude which is

the natural Confeqiunice of their own Wick-
eJncfs. Nay, it is well if he does not join

their Enemies and fight againft them, that

their overthrow may be diflinguilhed, iind

their hifamy rerdered perpetua!.

On
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On t!ie other Hand, a due Regard to God
and his Laws, are the Defence and Glory of

a Kingdom ; in thefe conhft that true Reli-

gion which is the fupreme FeUcity of a Peo-

ple, the Walls and Bulwarks of a Nafion.

And it muft be fo in the natural Conne(ftion

of Things as well asfrom the moral Govern-

ment of that God by whom Kings do rule

and Princes dcrcree julHy. The love of Vir-

tue will not only purify and enlarge the Heart,

but will make every Perfon attend to the pe-

culiar Duties of his Station with Diligence and

Pleafure, as the grand Means of his Peace

and Welfare upon Earth, and of his eternal

Perfedion and Enjoyment in the future Life.

Plainnefs and Honefly will be in their Deal-

ings with one another. Truth, Sympathy,

and Kindnef?, will be in all their Words and

Actions towards the poor,difconfolate and un-

happy ; while at the fame Time, they will

be careful to maintain the Government of

Reafon over every private Appetite ; their

Breafts are the pureTemple where they praife

God by a habitualReditude ofTemper ; they

delight in Devotion, and embrace with Ardent

Pieafure every Opportunity of publick Wor-
(hip and Inftvudion. It were, indeed, a vain

Utopian Fancy, to expec^t that in this imper-

fect and prob.uionary State, even the beft

fhould poflefs thefe Qualities in their Perfec-

tion, or that eveiy Individual will pradlice

them.
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them, even in a low Degree. But what I

afTert is this, that in a Nation, where from

the Sovereign down to the meaneft Subject,

a Regard for God, and for every Branch of

moral Goodnefs, preferable to Impiety and

Vice, is diffufed and prevalent, that fuch

a Nation bids fairer than any other, to be fe-

cured in the Blefiings of its Conftitution and

Government, and to remain fiouriihing and

happy. For Induflry in one Shape or other

will be the Employment of all Stations of

Men. Temperance will be the Strength of

their Bodies, and true Religion the Peace and

Fortitude of their Minds. In a Word, the

Legiflature will enad: Laws with Sagacity and
publick Spirit, and theSubjefts will obey them
with Pleafure and Conllancy.

Such is the happy Nation which the Ruler

of the World has engaged to proted and prof-

per. Enemies, no doubt they will have, and
thofe Enemies Hke envious Characters in pri-

vate Life, incapable to imitate or excel), will

endeavour to ruin and deltroy. But in vain

do the Sons of Slavery and Vice proje<ft the

Overthrow of a virtuous Nation, a Nation
bravely united in the Defence of Bleffings,

greater than Life or Fortune, even their

Religion and their Liberty ; for as they are

ftrong in themfelvcs, fo are they ftrong in

him who is Almighty. For the Lord is their

Judge,

I
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Judge, the Lord is their Lawgiver, the Lord
is their King, and he will lave them.

SECT. IL

A Fatthftd Clergy 7jecejfary to pre-

ferve the Morals of a People

»

IF it is allowed that the Morals of a People

are the beil: S>;curity of good Government,

it comes to be an Enquiry of the utmoft

Importance, what is the likeUelT: Means f>

preferve their Morals in oppofition to the

Growth and Prevalence of Vice ? To this

Qneflion it may be anfwered in general, that

there is a variety of things which may be

done to eff<;d:uate this, fuch as proper Laws
ena(51ed to encourage Indufiry among all De-
grees of Men ; the Induftry of Agriculture

iind Manufacture among the lower People,

and Induftry in the Arts and Sciences among
thofe in higher Life. Severe Punifliments

may be annexed to all Sorts of Crimes, and

thefe Punifhments impartially infiided upon

the Oficnders. Thefe and many things be-

/ides, have, no doubt, a natural and benefi-

cial tendency towards the End propoled. But

upon calm and ferious Reflexion it will be

found, that no Scheme devifable by human
Account
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Wifdom, will either mend or maintain the

Morals of a Country, without the AffiRance

of a well inftructcd, pure, and laboriousCler'^-

gy. And indeed we find God himfelf, fome

time after he had made the World, appoint-

ing an Order of Men, of areligious and lacred

Kind, for the Benefit of the People, to in-

ftru6t them in divine Knowledge, and to lead

them on in the Paths of Virtue.

Nay, even the Wifdom of Heathen Ru-
lers judged it neceflary to the national Wel-
fare, that an Order of religious Teachers

fhould be conftantly employe d among them.

But as I am a Cbriftian and a Britijh Prote-

flant, and write to Chriftians and BritiJJj

Proteftants, I fiiall confine myfelf to a fhorc

Account of the Work and Ufefulnefs of the

Minifters of the Gofpel.

The great Bufinefs of Minifters, is to in

ftruft Mankind in the Knowledge of God
and his infinite Perfedtions, to maintain upon

their Minds fuch a lively Senfe of his Great-

nefs and Excellence, as may prove a power-

ful Means of their fearing and loving him ;

to perfuade them that the rational and accep-

tableWay ofexprefling their Regard towards

him, is by fincereWoffliip, and chearfulObe-

dience ; and that this, and this only, can fe-

cure the Peace of their own Minds, and the

C Favo^ir



( i8 )

Favour of God in this World, and obtain

for them, through Jefus Chrift, everlafting

Perfedion and FeHcity in the Life to come.

This is in general the proper Work and Em-
ployment of Minifteis of the GofpeL But

further, they endeavour in their weekly Ser-

mons, to reprefent in the moft convincing

and affeding Manner, the evil Nature and

the difmal Confequences of Vice in all its

particular Kinds and Degrees, and to fet forth

Virtue in its Purity and Excellence, with all

the happy Effeds that naturally flow from it,

applying the whole to the Situation of their

People, and to the different Relations which

they bear in the World.

To their publick Labours may be added

their private Endeavours, for they are daily

employed in converling with their People,

often vifiting and comforting the Sick and
Afflicted, inftruding the Ignorant and Stupid,

and remonitrating by all the Arguments of

Religion, rgainft the wicked Practices ofthe

particular Pcrfons under their Charge, not in

Publick or in Company, but to themlelves

alone. Such as I have reprefented is their

conftant Work and Bufinefs j that tbey may
fucceed in it is their earned Study and fervent

Prayer, while by the Purity of their own Be-
haviour, they give Dignity and hifluence to

the whole of their Employment.
Suppofe
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Suppofe then fuch an Order of Men having

the People ofa Country divided among them,

and put under their particular Infpc6tion and

Care with refpcdt to Religion and Morals,

will they not contribute exceedingly to re-

move that Ignorance and Vice which are the

Shame and Mifery of the rational Nature,

and the grand Obflrudlion of good Govern-

ment and national Profperity, while at the

fame Time they propagate and eftablifh that

Knowledge and Virtue which are the Pillars

of publick Happinefs, and the nobleft Secu-

rity of a free Conftitution. If this is admit-

ted, which it muft be by every one of jufh

and found Refledlion, will it not alfo be al-

lowed, that the Legiflature ought conftantly

to cherifli and fupport fuch a ufeful Body

;

and that the doing fo will be a Piece of fub-

ftantial Policy ; Policy, without which no
Kingdom, no Government can long fubfifl

or flourish.

C 2 SEC T.
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SECT. III.

Olfervatt07is relating to the Scots Cler-

gys p7^efent ^application to the King
and Parliament,

IN confequence of what hasbeen laid down,
I fliall mrke fome Obfervations, with re-

gard to the Minifters of the Church of Scot-

landj aiid their prefent Application to his

Majefty and the Parliament ; an Application,

which it would have been juft and honour-

able either in the landed Gentlemen o£ Scot-

land, or the Lords of Seffion in that Country

to have prevented, by placing them above

the Hardfhips, which by all Accounts, they

have too great Caufe to complain of. But now
that they are obliged to lay their Circumftan-

ces before the Legiflature, they will doubt-

lefs, find fpeedy and effedual Relief. And I

am perfuaded, every Perfon that is really dif~

interefted in point of Profit and Principle,

heartily wiflies that they may ; efpecially

when they confider, firfl, who they are

that make this Application ; fecondly, what
is the Sum and Subflance of their Petiiion

;

thirdly, to whom it is they are applying to

grant it.

Fiift,
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Firft, who they are that make this Appli-

cation. They are the Miniflers of the Church

oi Scotland ; a Society of Men, in proportion

to their Number, not inferior to any of their

Kind in the known World ; for by the beft

Information I can get, they are generally

Men of good Education, Knowledge, and

Literature, confcientioufly laborious in every

Part of the miniltcrial VVork, and extrem.e-

ly regular and exemplary in the whole of

their Behaviour. Nay, I am afihred by ma-
ny from Scotland, whofc Accounts may be

fully relied upon, that by their Means th'^

Ignorance, Superftition, and Bigotry, which
in former Times have prevailed in that Coun-
try, are in a great Meafure removed, and

that Knowledge and Moderation are coming
in their room. While at the fameTime, a re-

gard to God and his Worfhip, and to good

Morals, is generally maintained, in oppofition

to the fpreading Licentioufnefs of the Age.

Thofe who are making this Application have

not diftinguiflied themfelves more by inflruc-

ting and reforming the People among whom
they Uve, than they have done by their Zeal

and Adtivity to maintain the Liberties of 5r/-

tain, and iheStability of hisMajcfty'sThrone.

They are not only an entire Body of loyal

Subjeds themfelves, but have always endea-

voured to make thofe around them fo like-

wife.
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wife. That Firmnefs and Spirit which they

have coDllantly flievvn in periods of publick

Danger, plainly declares that they underftand

the Conllitiition, and rejoice in its Bleffings.

Thofe who are now making this AppHcation

are the Miniilers of the Church of Scotland,

who not above five Years ago, did what Men
could do to crudi a moft wicked and unpro-

voked Rebellion ; nay, in the very Prefence

as it were of the lawlefs Ufurper, and under

the Eye of his Army, they behaved both in a

judicative and fiugle Capucity, with that

Unity and undaunted Fortitude of Mind,

which nothing but thehigheft Motives could

infpire. With what Warmth and Ardor did

they route and animate their People againft

the common Enemy of our Religion, our Li-

berty, our King, our Country,ourall. Many of

them lefttheirWives andChildren at homeland
marched with Chearfulnefs at the Head of

their Parifhes to 'Edinburgh^ to Glafgow, and

to other Places where they were told that

Danger and Occafion called ; and numbers

of them in every Corner of Scothmd, would
have fhed their Blood in the glorious Caufe

with the fame Readinefs, with which they

expofed their Perfons, expended their Money,
and bore the fpoiling of their Goods. Thefe

are the Men who are making the prefent Ap-
plication.

Second I V,
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Secondly, Let us confider what is the Sub-

ftance of this Petition. As I underftand it,

they are not afking an Augmentation to all

the Minifters, but only to fuch whofe Sti-

pend is fo fmall, that they are not able to live

upon it with Decency and Comfort. They
fubmit it to the Wifdom of the Government
what that Augmentaiion fliould be. Further,

they afk it out of no Man's Property, but

from the Tythes which are in the Hands of

the Gentlemen in Scotland^ and are exprefly

burthened" by Law, with a fuitable Provifion

for Minifters. Or from any Fund whatever,

tbar may give leaft Umbrage or be leaft felt.

Further, though they leave the particular

Augmentation they defire unfpecified in their

Requcll", yet I am told the Mind of the

Church is this, that the Parliament fliould,

by a Law, appoint the Lords of Seffion to

raifc every Stipend to ten Chalders of Vidlual,

or their Value, according X.Q) the Converfion

of the Vidual in the different Parts of the

Country. Such a Law, it is alledged,

would make the Stipend eighty-three Pounds
where Living is deareft, and the Vidual of

the greateft Value ; about fixty-fix Pounds
where Living is fomewhat eafier, and the

Vidcal cheaper , and about hfty or fifcy-

five Pound where the Vidual and Living are

chcapeft j and it is faid, that upon a Itrid

Calculation
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Calculation it has been found, that a Sum not

exceeding eight thoufand Pound SterHng

yearly, would do all that is deiired.

Itmay be appealed to Mankind,whether this

be an unneceflary and extravagant Petition,

confidering how greatly the Times are altered

in Regard of the necefTary Expence of Living,

or if it is not extremelyjuft and moderate.And
furely the Sum total of eight thoufand Pound
Vv^ould be very lightly felt by the Body of

the landed Intereft in ScotIa?7d^ more efpeci-

ally, conlidering to whom it is to be given,

and that it comes from a Fund left open and

deftined by Law for the Support of the

Miniilers in that Country. A Fund from

which the Lords of SeiHon themfelves, have

always been in LTfe to give Augmentations of

Stipend. But in fadt, the Minifters are wil-

ling to be relieved out of any Fund that the

Legiflature iliall judge proper, if they don't

chufe to give it from the Tythes the Gentle-

men have in their PoiTellion, and which they

always were, and always will be more inclin-

ed to keep to themfelves, than to part with,

even to the Clergy, who have a juft and le-

gal Claim upon them. And indeed, it will

appear very flrange, if the WifJom of Parlia-

ment can h\\ upon no Method of granting

fuch a mcdeft Petition, given in by fuch a

dininguiilied Body ofMen ; for it is not to be

4 thought,
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thought, that the whole Treafure of ilie

Eritijb Dominions is more properly beftow-

cd, than fo fmall a Part of it would be for

relieving the Scots Clergy. And it ought to

be obferved, that when their Requefh is grant-

ed, they will fcarce be in io good a Situation

as they were one hundred and eighteen Years

ago, when in the Year 1633, ^" ^^ Reign

of King Charles I. it was ena(n:ed. That no

Stipend fliould be lefs than forty four Pounds

Sterling, that Sum being equal in Value then,

to the higheft Value of ten Chalders now.

As a full Proof of this. Money was then

at ten, and is now to be had in great Plenty

at five and four per Cent.

Thirdly, To whom is it that the Minifters

of the Church of Scotland are making hum-
ble Application to grant their Petition ? It is

to the King and Parliament oiGreat Britain^

to a King whom they love -and honour, to a

King whofe Royal Bread is always difpofed

to Juftice and Companion . To a Parlia-

ment renowned for their Wifdom and Can-
dor. To a Parliament, whofe Bufinefs it is

patiently to hear and fully to redrefs every

BritiJ}^ Subjed of his juft Complaints. To
a Parliament, whofe Being and Security is

clofely conneded with the Profperity of the

Church oiScotland^ as they are Ijoth eflential

D Parts
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P.irts of the fame glorious Connitation. In

fine, they are applying to thofe whofe Interell

it is to maintain and fupport them, and who
alone can do it. For the Difficulties of apply-

ing for Relief elfewhcre, on Account of the

Oppofition ofthe Gentlemen, theExpence and
Trouble of the Procefs, and the Uncertainty

of obtaining it from the Judges of their own
Country, as there is no Law obliging them,

are quite imuperable to the poor and dillref-

fed Clergy.

SECT. IV.

^he Co^jfeqtiences of granting and

refufmg the Petition of the Scots

Clergy,

'
I
H E Policy of the Legiflature's granC-

^ ing this Petition will appear in its true

Light, from a Reprefentation of the Confe-

quences which will neceflirily flow, firfl,

from granting it, and fecondly, from refuf-

ing it.

Fiid, by granting this Petition, the Go-»

vernment will take the moft effedual Method
that Political Wifdom can devife for finking

the Intcreft of Jacobitifm and crufhing a Spi-

rit of Rebellion ^ for hereby they will main-.

tain the Miniflers of Scotland in a State of

Jndepeu^
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Independeucy upon thofe againft whofe Prin^

ciples and Vices they ought to remon (Irate

with an honeftand faithful Freedom. If they

are heard and helped upon thisOccafion, they

will remain a Bulwark to Britain^ ftronger,

perhaps, and more impregnable than Caftles

and Garifons, nor fo foon to be fcattered and

difcomfited as Fleets and Armies. Their

Labours, their Example, their Influence are

conftant and univerial ; fo that the Bulk

of the Nation will be guided by them*

Learning and Moderation will increafe by

their Means, while the growing Trade and

Manufadiures of their Country will be cbe-

rifhed by the Morals which they daily In-

ftrudt and Exemplify. Thus even in the

ruder and more remote Parts of Scotland^ the

Clergy will become the fuccefsful Inilru-

raents of reclaiming the People to Religion

and Induftry, and thereby to Loyalty, and

the Love of our Conftitution ; fo that the

King which reigns over them ilia 11 alfo reign

in their AfFedtions.

Secondly, {hould the Legiflature, and par-

ticularly thofe employed in the Adminillra-

tion, rcfufe to grant the Petition of the Mi-
nifters of the Church of Scotla?id, they refufe

a Body of their true Friends, and will ren-

der them very infignificant in th.ic Part

lof the United Kingdom where they have

D 2 contri-
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contributed their Share to prevent pab-

lick and fatal Mifchiefs. They will be thrown

back to grapple with that Oppofition and

with thele very Difficulties which have

brought them hither. This may be a Mor-
tification to the Church oi Scotland, but it

will not be (o to her Enemies. It may dafh

the Spirit of her Minifters, and link their

Ufefulnefs, but it will rejoice the Heart of

the Impious and Profligate,' that the faith-

ful Teachers of Religion are difcouraged

while every Jacobite in the Ifland, fecret and

avowed, will hear of the Treatment with

Pleafure, and write the agreeable News to

their diflant Friends. If they are refufed.

Contempt and Scorn will be added to their

Poverty. The Hardships which they have

complained of in vain, will be rendered more
intolerable, while they will be told by every

one that chufes to infult them, that they may
apply to the King and Parliament for Relief.

However (hocking and certain thefe Confe-

quences are, yet the Profpect is flill more
melancholy and affe;5ting ; for fhould this

Petition be rejeded, no dutiful Parent will

henceforth put his Son to fludy for an Office

where the Wages are Poverty, and the Cha-
\^<t\<^r Contempt, when at the Expence of

lefs Money and Time, his Son will make a

much better Livelihood for himfdf and his

Family, by following fame Branch of Me-
chanicks.

i
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chanlcks, Trade or Manufadure. Such only

will become Students for the Miniftry, who

are taken from amongft the meaneft ot the

People, of low Birth, and lower Education,

without Spirit, without Connedions, inca-

pable of underftanding even the Languages ot

ihe Scripture, and of explaining jhe Senfe of

them to others. Such Perfons will be abfo-

lutely unqualified to defend the Chriftian and

Proteftant Dodrines againft the Infidds of

the Times, and the Qy Attacks of the Popifh

Adverfary. They will be Men without Me-

rit without Ability, without Refp^dt, and

without Influence. Ignorance and Superiti-

tion. Vice and DifaffecStlon, will quickly

return in fpite of all that can be done by a

poor, illiterate, and defpifed Clergy, for-

merly Minifters, whofe Families arc lo

many Seats and Soils of Loyalty, made a

Shift to edacate fome of their Sons for the

Miniftry, which was a confiderable Advan-

tage to the Church, and a great Security to

the Conflitution. But now that is over

with moft of them, and become impractica-

ble J
for, if 1 am not greatly mifinformed,

there are hundreds of Minifters in Scotland 2X

this prefent Time, who in fpite of all the

Frugality of Living, have not a Shdling in

the World that they can call their own, and

were they to die this Moment, could have

a Winding Sheet, a Coffin, and a Grave, in
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ho other V/ay, than by difpoflng of fo much
of their houfhold Furniture as will purchafe
them. If this Petition is refufed, it is to be
feared that many of them mu/l live and die
in this Situation, rendered in a great Mea-
fure, incapable of advancing the Intereils of
true Religion, and the Welfare of the Coun-
try,

Having finifhed what I have to fay at pre
fent I leave the Minifters of the Church of
bcot/ami upon the King and Parhament for
their Relief. If it comes not from them it
will not come from others ; if it is not grant-
ed now, very likely it never will.

I N I S.
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