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U  A  to  Launch 

'Dictator'  in 

England  Now 

Immediate  Release  Aimed 
To  Cheer  the  British 

United  Artists  is  preparing  to  launch 
Charlie  Chaplin's  'The  Great  Dicta- 

tor" in  England  at  once  so  that  the 
British,  who  are 
now  fighting  for 
their  very  exis- 

tence, may  ob- 
tain immediate- 

ly the  fullest 
cheer  and  uplift 
in  morale  from 
the  picture, 
which  ridicule's 
that  country's worst  enemies, 
according  to 
home  office 
authorities. 
This  immedi- 

ate release  in 
England  of  the 
picture  is  being 
supervised  by  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  sales, 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Arthur  W.  Kelly 

Goldwyn  Amends 

UA  Suit  Complaint 
His  contract  with  United  Artists 

having  five  years  to  run,  until  Sept.  2, 
1945,  Samuel  Soldwyn  yesterday  filed 
an  amended  complaint  to  his  suit 
against  that  company,  seeking  to  can- 

cel this  contract  and  enjoining  U.  A. 
from  interfering  with  any  plans  he 
may  have  to  distribute  elsewhere. 
He  also  asks  $215,000  damages  for 

himself  and  his  company,  Samuel 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Three  H anbury  Kin 

Dead,  Two  Survive 
Advices  reaching  the  RKO 

home  office  yesterday  from 
London  indicate  that  the  son, 
eldest  daughter  and  grand- 

child of  Ralph  Hanbury  were 
killed  with  him  in  the  direct 
hit  of  a  Nazi  bomb  on  his 
country  home  near  London 
late  last  week.  Mrs.  Hanbury 
and  their  son-in-law  are  in  a 
London  hospital.  Hanbury 
was  chairman  and  managing 
director  of  RKO  Radio  Pic- 

tures, Ltd. 

92.4%  of  Exhibitors  Are 

Opposed  to  Block-of 
-Five 

How  Exhibitors  Voted  in  Poll 

Following  is  how  exhibitors  stand  with  regard  to  the  block-of- 
five  provision  of  the  proposed  New  York  case  consent  decree,  as 
against  the  present  industry  system  of  block  booking  with  the 
privilege  of  cancelling  a  fixed  percentage  of  pictures,  as  indicated 
in  Motion  Picture  Daily's  test  poll. 

FOR  PRESENT         FOR  DECREE 
SYSTEM  PROVISION 

Affiliated  Exhibitors    94.8  per  cent  5.2  per  cent 
Independent  Exhibitors   86.2  per  cent  13.8  per  cent 
Both  Affiliated  and  Independent 
Exhibitors    92.4  per  cent  7.6  per  cent 

Ascap  Washington 

Contest  Is  Delayed 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  Sept.  30. — Ascap's litigation  to  test  the  constitutionality 
of  Washington's  anti-Ascap  law, which  has  been  in  the  Federal  courts 
here  for  several  years,  was  further  de- 

layed today.  A  Federal  statutory 
court  granted  both  sides  30  days  in 
which  to  file  briefs  on  confirmation  of 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

May  Settle  2  Dallas 

Anti-Trnst  Actions 

Dallas,  Sept.  30.  —  Two  of  four 
pending  suits  against  Interstate  and 
Texas  Consolidated  circuits  charging 
violations  of  the  Sherman  Anti-trust 
Act  may  be  settled  out  of  court,  Fed- 

eral Judge  William  H.  Atwell  was 
told  when  the  cases  were  called  for 
hearings  on  motions  in  the  United (Continued  on  page  6) 

John  Royal  May  Leave  NBC 

JOHN  F.  ROYAL,  vice-president  in  charge  of  programs  for  NBC  for 
the  past  nine  years  and  key  man  in  the  development  of  many  of  the 

network's  outstanding  programs  of  the  past  decade  may  resign  that  post shortly,  according  to  reports.   In  that  event  Sidney 
N.  Strotz,  vice-president  in  charge  of  the  Central 
Division,  will  come  from  Chicago  to  New  York  to 
take  over  the  vacated  post.    Until  he  was  elevated 
to  his  present  post,  Strotz  was  program  director  in 
Chicago  under  Niles  Trammel,  when  the  NBC 
president  was  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  division. 

It  is  understood  Royal  has  been  invited  by  the 
network  to  take  charge  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Divi- 

sion but  he  has  not  reached  any  decision  on  this 
matter.  His  future  plans  are  unknown  at  this  time. 

Royal  assumed  charge  of  the  program  division 
in  1931  and  he  has  formulated  its  policies  since  that 
time.  He  has  developed  scores  of  outstanding  ra- 

dio programs.  He  is  generally  credited  with  hav- 
ing induced  Arturo  Toscanini  to  direct  the  NBC 

Symphony  Orchestra  in  one  of  radio's  foremost sustaining  shows.    Programs  particularly  suited  to, 
gain  an  audience  in  Latin  America  have  been  developed  by  Royal.  When 
Toscanini  toured  South  America  earlier  this  year  Royal  preceded  him  to 
arrange  the  details  and  prepare  for  the  orchestra's  reception.  Prior  to joining  NBC,  Royal  had  been  manager  of  WTAM,  Cleveland,  for  two 
years.  For  19  years,  from  1910  to  1929,  he  was  a  theatre  executive  for 
Keith-Albee  in  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland. 

Strotz  joined  NBC  as  program  and  artists'  service  manager  in  the Central  Division  in  1933.  In  1938  he  was  named  general  manager  and 
became  vice-president  during  the  same  year. 

John  F.  Royal 

Favor  Present  System  in 
Motion  Picture  Daily 

Nationwide  Poll 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
Motion  Picture  Daily's  test 

poll  among  exhibitors,  both  affili- ated and  independent,  shows  that 

92.4  per  cent  of  the  country's  show- men favor  the  present  system  of 
block  booking  with  the  right  to 
cancel  a  fixed  percentage  of  pic- 

tures, as  against  7.6  per  cent  who 
favor  the  unit-of-five  provision  of 
the  New  York  case  consent  degree. 
Among  the  independents,  the 

preference  for  the  Government 
plan  is  greater  than  among  the  af- filiated theatre  men,  by  8.6  per 
cent,  although,  taken  as  a  whole, 
both  groups  are  overwhelmingly 
opposed  to  the  Government  plan  of 
blocks-of-five. 

Only  5.2  per  cent  of  the  affiliated 
showmen  look  with  favor  upon  the 
decree  provision,  wdiereas  13.8  per 
cent  of  the  independents  prefer  it. 
Among  the  independents,  86.2 

per  cent  prefer  the  present  system 
with  its  cancellation  privileges,  and 
among  the  affiliated  exhibitors  94.8 

per  cent  favor  it. This  test  poll  was  undertaken  by 
Motion  Picture  Daily  after  the (Continued  on  page  4) 

Decree  Group 

Named  Today 

A  committee  representing  the  five 
companies  which  will  be  signatories  of 
the  proposed  Federal  consent  decree 
will  be  chosen  today  to  confer  with 
Government  officials  in  Washington  at 
the  end  of  the  week,  at  which  time  the 
views  of  the  Department  of  Justice  on 
the  decree  will  be  made  known. 

The  committee  will  consist  of  one  or 
two  representatives  of  each  of  the  five 
consenting  companies.  It  will  meet 
Thursday  or  Friday  in  Washington 
with  U.  S.  Attorney  General  Robert 
H.  Jackson,  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- eral Thurman  Arnold  and  members  of 
his  staff. 
A  final  agreement  on  the  language 

of  the  decree  is  scheduled  to  be 
reached  today  at  a  meeting  at  the  Bar (Continued  on  page  4) 
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U.S.  Films  Stronger 

In  Mexico  Market 

Mexico  City,  Sept.  30. — Business  is 
getting  steadily  better  for  American 
pictures  in  Mexico,  owing  to  the  en- tire freezing  out  of  German  films  due 
to  a  decided  anti-Nazi  spirit  that  has 
developed  among  Mexicans,  a  new 
pro- Americanism,  few  French  films 
and  even  fewer  domestic  pictures. 

Observers  believe  American  prod- 
uct soon  will  dominate  the  country 

virtually  100  per  cent  as  there  is  little 
prospect  of  the  home  industry  being 
able  to  make  enough  pictures  to  supply 
the  demand  and  the  shutting  off  of 
European  imports. 

American  pictures  are  preferred  in 
Mexico.  Some  of  them  are  accorded 
the  high  compliment  of  loud  applause 
at  the  end  of  each  exhibition.  The 
public  is  keen  for  anti-Nazi  films.  Two 
outstanding  examples  of  that  are  "The 
Fatal  Hour"  and  "Four  Sons,"  both 
of  which  are  doing  very  well  here. 

Wis.  Theatres  Face 

Daylight  Time  Fight 
Milwaukee,  Sept.  30. — Wisconsin 

exhibitors  can  look  forward  to  an  at- 
tempt being  made  in  the  1941  legis- 
lature to  repeal  the  1931  law  which 

prohibits  the  observance  of  any  other 
than  standard  time  in  the  state. 

Dr.  Ralph  P.  Sproule,  Milwaukee, 
new  president  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  of  Wisconsin,  will  ask  its  com- 

mittee on  public  policy  at  its  next 
meeting  to  advocate  statewide  day- 

light saving  in  Wisconsin  starting  next 
Spring. 

Exhibitors,  labor  and  farmers  have 
battled  past  proposals  to  legalize  day- 

light saving  time  in  Wisconsin. 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 
The  Continental  Lv.  7  pm 

TheOverland  Flyer  L  v.  1 0:40  pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 

coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR  LINES 

67  Wall  St.  or  58  E.  42nd  St. 

Personal  Mention 

ARRY  M.   WARNER  arrived 
from  the  Coast  yesterday  for  a 

visit  of  several  weeks  in  the  East. 

H 

Si    Seadler,    M-G-M  advertising 
manager,  returned  from  the  Coast  by 

air  yesterday  after  a  week's  visit. • 

Erich   Pommer  arrived  from  the 
Coast  yesterday  for  a  brief  vacation. • 

Toxv  Gablik,  Warner  art  director, 
will  have  two  paintings  on  exhibit 
next  month  at  the  Eberhardt  Museum, 
Scranton,  Pa. • 

Clarence  Robson,  Eastern  Cana- 
dian supervisor  for  Famous  Players 

Canadian,  is  back  at  his  post  after  a 
long  illness  in  Toronto.  R.  C.  Rod- 

dick, manager  of  the  Capitol,  Halifax, 
acted  as  substitute  during  that  period. 

• 

\Y.  H.  Goldixg,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  been 
named  one  of  the  six  candidates  of  the 
local  Civic  Improvement  League  for 
the  City  Council. • 

Irving  Lixer  of  Proctor's,  Troy, 
X.  Y.,  was  a  visitor  here  yesterday. 

• 
William  Stoeber  has  resigned  as 

manager  of  the  Burien,  Lake  Burien, 
Wash.,  and  will  leave  for  Chicago 
soon  on  a  new  business  venture. 

• 

Myer  Adelman,  head  of  the  Newr 
Jersey  Messenger  Service,  will  be  ten- 

dered a  dinner  by  South  Jersey  film 
men  on  Oct.  20  at  the  Walt  Whitman 
Hotel,  Camden,  N.  J. 

• 

Hal  Boehme  has  joined  Film  Alli- 
ance of  the  U.  S.  as  Seattle  represen- 

tative. • 
Isabel  Slickman,  relief  cashier  for 

the  William  Goldman  theatres  in 
Philadelphia,  and  Leonard  Silver,  at- 

torney, were  married  in  Philadelphia 
on  Saturday. 

J J.  NOLAN,  RKO  vice-president, •  left  for  the  Coast  over  the  week- 
end after  several  weeks  here. • 

Sidney  H.  Ellis,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Broad,  Philadelphia,  and 

his  bride  return  this  week  from  a  two- 
week  honeymoon  trip  to  the  West. • 

Frank  O.  Ackley,  manager  of  the 
Carman,  Philadelphia,  is  ill  with  pneu- 
monia. • 

Lou  Brock,  Sam  Lyons,  Toby 
Gruen,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Herman 
Robbins,  J.  J.  Unger  and  Charles 
M.  Reagan  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room in  the  Astor  for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 

Arthur  Loew,  Herman  Wobber, 
Harry  Buxbaum,  William  Suss- 
man,  Joseph  Lee,  Barney"  Balaban, Sidney  Phillips,  Fred  Stone,  John 
Golden,  Laudy  Lawrence,  Robert 
Weitman,  Clayton  Bond,  Jacob 
Wilk,  Harry  Brandt  and  Lee  Shu- 

bert  lunching  yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 

George  Abbott,  B.  S.  Moss,  Rich- 
ard Rodgers,  Larry  Hart  and  Wil- 

liam Brandt  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 
yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 
Marvin  Schenck,  Eugene  Picker, 

Emanuel  Silverstone,  Max  Weis- 
feldt  and  Lou  Weinberg  having 
lunch  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli) 
yesterday. 

Ben  Jennings,  I.  E.  Lopert,  Mau- 
rice Bergman,  Harry  Thomas, 

Thomas  Loach,  Sam  Citron  and 
Douglas  Rothacker  at  the  Tavern 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Charles  Dutkin,  Philadelphia  ex- 
hibitor, has  joined  the  Favini  circuit 

as  manager  in  Peckville  and  Jessup, 
Pa. 

• 

Melvix  Heymann  of  the  M-G-M 
publicity  department  has  a  birthday 
todav. 

Cor  bin  Is  Named 

Schenck  Attorney 
Harold  H.  Corbin  has  been  retained 

by  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  20th  Century- 
Fox  board  chairman,  as  his  attorney 
in  the  Government  suit  charging 
Schenck  with  income  tax  evasion. 
Corbin  replaces  the  late  Max  D. 
Steuer  as  Schenck's  attorney.  Notice of  the  substitution  of  attorneys  in  the 
case  was  filed  yesterday  in  U.  S.  Dis- 

trict Court  here. 

Ohio  ITO  to  Honor 

Smith  with  Banquet 
Columbus,  Sept.  30.— The  I.  T.  O. 

of  Ohio  will  tender  a  testimonial  ban- 
quet to  Martin  G.  Smith,  president, 

on  the  evening  of  Oct.  30,  the  first  day 
of  the  annual  convention.  Smith,  who 
is  president  and  general  manager  of 
Smith  and  Beidler  Theatres,  Toledo, 
is  serving  his  seventh  consecutive 
term  as  president  of  the  Ohio  unit,  an 
Allied  affiliate. 

Hays  Pledges  Distributors9  Aid 

To  Exhibitors  in  Red  Cross  Drive 

WILL  H.  HAYS  yesterday  ex- pressed appreciation  on  behalf  of 
the  industry  for  the  efforts  of  all  those 
who  are  participating  in  the  American 
Red  Cross  annual  roll  call,  in  which 
theatres  throughout  the  country  will 
join  beginning  the  week  of  Nov.  10. 

"Inevitably,"  Hays  said,  "most  of 
the  responsibility  for  this  effort  rests 
on  the  theatres,  and  I  want  to  assure 
all  exhibitors  of  the  full  cooperation 

and  assistance  of  the  producers  and 
distributors  to  help  make  the  cam- 

paign a  major  contribution  to  the  Red 
Cross,  which  is  now  called  upon,  in 
addition  to  its  permanent  activities,  to 
undertake  added  burdens  in  connection 
with  war  relief  and  national  defense. 
As  showmen,  local  theatre  operators 
are,  of  course,  in  a  position  to  lend 
most  impressive  and  effective  support 

to  the  Red  Cross  campaign." 

It  Was  the  Beard 
Mexico  City,  Sept.  30. 

PROF.  AURELIO  MANRI- QUEZ,  who  from  1929  to 1935,  while  he  was  politically 
exiled  in  the  United  States, 
worked  as  a  Hollywood  extra, 
chiefly,  he  says,  because  of 
his  splendid  beard  and  ability 
to  speak  10  languages,  has 
become  the  director-general 
of  public  libraries  in  Mexico. 
The  professor  was  recently 

granted  amnesty  and  came home. 

Set  Advisory  Board 

For  Lodge  Banquet 
Leading  executives  have  been  named 

to  the  advisory  board  of  the  Cinema 
Lodge  of  B'nai  B'rith  for  its  first  an- nual banquet  and  ball  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania,  Oct.  26,  according  to 
Alfred  W.  Schwalberg,  president. 

Heading  the  board  are  :  Barney  Bal- 
aban, Joseph  Bernhard,  Nate  J.  Blum- 

berg,  Harry  Brandt,  Jack  Cohn.  Max 
Fleischer,  Nathan  Levy,  Abe  Monta- 

gue, Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Dr.  David 
De  Sola  Pool,  Abe  Schneider,  Samuel 
Schneider,  Murray  Silverstone,  Nate 
Spingold,  Herman  Starr,  Major  Al- 

bert Warner,  H.  M.  Warner  and  Abra- 
ham S.  Weber.  A  souvenir  journal 

will  be  published  in  conjunction  with 
the  banquet.  Screen,  stage  and  radio 
stars  will  be  on  the  entertainment  pro- 

gram. Betty  Hildebrandt 
Rites  Held  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  the 
Universal  Chapel  tonight  for  Betty 
Hildebrandt,  32,  secretary  to  Hal 
Home  at  the  Walt  Disney  office  here. 
She  died  Sunday  at  the  Midtown  Hos- 

pital of  complications  which  set  in 
after  an  appendicitis  operation.  Cre- 

mation will  take  place  tomorrow. 
Miss  Hildebrandt  had  been  em- 

ployed at  the  Disney  office  for  the 
past  five  years.  The  office  will  be 
closed  tomorrow  morning  in  tribute. 

Knorr,  Isaac  Join 

Benefit  Show  Staff 
Arthur  Knorr  of  the  Roxy  Theatre 

and  Lester  Isaac  of  Loew's  again  will handle  the  lighting  system  required 

for  the  seventh  annual  "Night  of Stars"  benefit  show  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  Nov.  27. 
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Showmen  Favor  Cancellation  System 

Block-of-Five 

Is  Opposed 

By  92%  in  Poll 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Government  hearing  which  was  held 
in  Washington  Sept.  3  for  exhibitors 
before  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Gen- 

eral Thurman  Arnold,  and  the  results 
are  herein  presented  as  a  reflection  of 
general  exhibitor  sentiment  in  regard 
to  the  selling  provisions  of  the  pro- 

posed decree. 
In  conducting  this  test  poll  Motion 

Picture  Daily  sent  a  questionnaire 
to  exhibitors  who  were  requested  to 
check  their  preferences  of  the  follow- ing: 

(a)  The  existing  system  of 
block  booking  with  the  right  to 
cancel  a  fixed  percentage  of  pic- 
tures. 

(b)  The  plan  of  the  proposed 
consent  decree  for  the  sale  of  pic- 

tures in  blocks-of-five  without 
cancellation. 

Alternative  Proposals  Suggested 
In  responding  to  the  questionnaire 

many  voluntarily  suggested  alternative 
proposals  and  otherwise  expressed 
views  on  the  matter. 

All  who  thus  voluntarily  gave  their 
views  emphasized  the  importance  of 
the  right  of  cancellation,  in  any  sys- 

tem of  picture  selling. 
Some  argued  for  an  "unrestricted 

right  of  cancellation."  Others  suggested that  whatever  cancellation  privilege 
may  be  provided,  under  any  plan,  that 
it  be  for  not  less  than  20  per  cent  and, 
if  possible,  as  much  as  25  per  cent. 
Some  have  written  expressing  the 

view  that  the  Government  selling  plan 
might  be  acceptable  if  it  were  amended 
to  include  such  a  cancellation  priv- 
ilege. 
Many  argued  that  the  decree  plan 

will  prove  more  burdensome  upon 
them  than  even  the  present  system. 

Although  the  voting  by  exhibitors 
was  confidential,  some  felt  so  strongly 
about  the  situation  that  they  signed 
their  names  to  their  replies. 

Some  of  the  Views 
Here  are  some  of  the  views : 
An  Oklahoma  showman  writes  that 

the  decree  is  a  harsher  block  booking 
plan  than  that  which  is  practiced  at 
present  in  the  industry. 

A  California  exhibitor  says 
he  prefers  the  present  system 
"because  under  the  unit-of-five 
provision  the  distributors  will 
sell  four  bad  pictures  and  only 
one  good  picture — and  the  ex- 

hibitor will  be  as  bad  off  as 

ever." A  Connecticut  theatre  owner  states 
that  the  sale  of  pictures  in  blocks-of- 
five  is  block  booking  with  a  vengeance, 
in  fact  it  is  "block  booking  with  the 
U.  S.  Government's  backing." From  West  Virginia  a  theatre 
owner  writes : 
"Have  the  distributor  tell  the  ex- 

hibitor what  pictures  will  be  produced 
and  stick  to  it  as  they  did  in  the  old 
days,  then  the  present  system  of  block 
booking  with  the  right  to  cancel  20 
per  cent  would  be  best." 
Another  recommends  the  present 

block  booking  system  with  20  per  cent 

Exhibitor  Viewpoints 

Editor,  Motion  Picture  Daily  : 
Your  card  received  concerning  pres- 

ent system  of  block  booking  or  blocks 
of  five. 

Really  don't  know  which  is  the  best. 
Perhaps  you  know  the  situation  of  the 
small  exhibitor,  but  nevertheless  when 
we  sign  a  contract  with  a  film  com- 

pany we  sign  for  a  block — for  ex- 
ample :  My  contract  with  M-G-M  is written  for  40  features,  this  being  12 

less  than  full  contract,  and  further 
states  that  '"exhibitor  agrees  to  play 
and/or  pay  for  a  minimum  of  40  fea- 

tures from  this  contract" — therefore 
what  chance  have  we  for  any  elimina- 

tion ?  None. 

If  we  play  just  one  company's 
product  we  can  use  such  a  contract — ■ but  what  chance  does  this  give  us  for 
a  variety  of  stars? 

In  blocks  of  five  we  may  have  to 

play  some  features  we  don't  like  but 
we  won't  be  required  to  take  these blocks  of  five  unless  we  want  to. 
We,  the  same  as  lots  of  other  ex- 

hibitors, only  have  one  or  perhaps  two 
features  a  week.  Therefore,  I  believe, 
for  the  small  exhibitor  blocks  of  five 
are  best. 

George  A.  Walker,  Manager 
Nancy  Theatre 
Bridgewater,  S.  D. 

Editor,  Motion  Picture  Daily  : 
In  answer  to  your  poll  card  on  block 

booking  I  favor  neither  one  of  the 
systems  listed. 

There  is  only  one  fair  way  to  pur- 
chase film  and  that  is  for  the  exhibi- 

tor to  have  the  privilege  to  buy  and 
play  what  he  feels  is  suitable  for  his trade. 

In  no  other  business  is  the  retailer 
at  the  mercy  of  the  wholesaler,  who 
dictates  what  the  retailer  may  give 
to  his  patrons  for  their  consumption. 

Truman  T.  Rembusch, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Syndicate  Theatre,  Inc., 
Franklin,  Ind. 

cancellation,  but  suggests  that  the  ex- 
hibitor be  granted  an  additional  priv- 

ilige  of  cancelling  another  10  per  cent 
provided  the  exhibitor  agrees  to  pay 
half  of  the  agreed  rental  on  the  extra 
10  per  cent. 
From  a  Missouri  town  the  com- 

plaint is  forwarded  that  the  present 
system  is  all  right  if  "cancellation  will 
be  recognized  without  so  much  har- 
ranguing  by  bookers  and  managers." A  Kentucky  exhibitor  suggests  he 
be  given  the  right  to  purchase  only 
the  number  of  pictures  he  can  use, 
with  the  right  to  cancel  20  per  cent. 
A  South  Carolina  showman  urges 

"selective  contracts  under  which  an 
exhibitor  may  buy  one  or  50  features 
or  shorts,  separately." An  exhibitor  from  Texas,  who 
favors  the  present  system,  adds  that 
"pictures  should  be  designated  as  to 
classification  at  time  of  release."  And 
another  from  the  Lone  Star  state  says 
the  decree  is  "nothing  short  of  indus- 

try regulation." 

Petti  john  Operated  On 
C.  C.  Pettijohn,  M.P.P.D.A.  general 

counsel,  was_  reported  resting  easily  at 
St.  Agnes  Hospital,  White  Plains, 
yesterday  following  a  gall  bladder 
operation  performed  over  the  weekend. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  on 
the  consent  decree  addressed  by  W.  N. 
Yowigclaus,  independent  exhibitor  of 
Grand  Island,  Neb.,  to  Thurman  Ar- 

nold, Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Gen eral : 
Mr.  Thurman  Arnold, 
Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Having  been  in  the  motion  picture 

business  for  some  25  years  or  more  as 
and  indpendent  exhibitor,  it  is  my  firm 
belief  and  conviction  that  it  would  be 
the  height  of  folly  for  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  insist  on  major  film 
companies  or  in  fact  anyone  being 
compelled  to  sell  pictures  or  offer 
them  for  sale  in  blocks  of  five.  This 
in  my  opinion  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
small  independent  exhibitor  even 
though  it  may  have  its  merits  as  far 
as  certain  exhibitor  bodies  are  con 
cerned  who  themselves  would  like  to 
become  powerful  enough  to  dictate, 
not  only  to  the  film  companies,  but  to 
the  small  independent  exhibitor  as 
well.  I  say  this  because  in  the  past  I 
have  been  a  member  of  some  of  these 
so  called  independent  organizations, 
and  while  some  of  them  may  be  sin 
cere  and  probably  are,  I  still  feel  I  am 
more  of  an  independent  exhibitor  in 
not  belonging  to  any  of  them,  and  this 
has  been  borne  out  by  experience. 

I  suggest,  Mr.  Arnold,  that  the  film 
companies  be  permitted  to  sell  film  to 
exhibitors  on  a  20  per  cent  cancella- 

tion basis  which  should  give  every 
honest  exhibitor  enough  leeway  so 
that  he  may  eliminate  any  objection 
able  or  poor  pictures.  If  this  is  not 
done  in  this  manner  or  something- 
similar,  I  offer  the  prediction  that 
chaos  will  result  in  this  business  of 
ours  which  as  you  know  is  of  a  limited 

product. Trade  showings  may  be  all  right 
in  certain  sections  where  exhibitors 
have  the  facilities  for  transportation 
and  money  to  attend  such  showings, 
but  certainly  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  exhibitors  in  towns  such  as  we 
have  in  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  for  in 
stance,  can  every  so  often,  be  expected 
to  make  a  trip  in  order  to  find  out 
what  type  of  pictures  are  being  sold. 

It  goes  without  saying,  too,  that 
naturally  film  rentals  must  go  up  be 
cause  of  the  additional  expense  in 
curred  by  the  film  companies,  for  they 
too  certainly,  if  exhibitors  will  admit 
it,  are  going  to  have  a  tough  time  of 
it  and  in  our  section  of  the  country 
at  least,  the  people  cannot  afford  ad- 

ditional admissions  in  order  to  over- 
come higher  film  rentals. 

W.  N.  Youngclaus, 
President,  General  Manager, 
Western  Theatre  Enterprises,  Inc., 
Grand  Island,  Neb. 

Roach  Arrives  Today 
Hal  Roach  and  Hal  Roach,  Jr.,  ar- 

rive today  with  a  technical  crew  from 
Hollywood  aboard  the  Broadway 
Limited  to  obtain  background  on  this 
train  to  be  used  in  his  film  "Broad- 

way Limited." 
McConville  to  So.  Am. 
J.  A.  McConville,  Columbia  foreign 

manager,  and  Jack  Segal,  his  assistant, 
left  by  plane  over  the  weekend  for  a 
visit  to  the  company's  Central  and South  American  offices. 

Decree  Unit 

To  Be  Named 

Here  Today 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Association  here  of  representatives  of 
all  consenting  companies  with  Depart- 

ment of  Justice  officials.  Assistant  At- torney General  James  Hayes  returned 
from  vacation  last  night  to  attend  to- 

day's meeting.  Robert  Sher,  Robert 
Wright  and  Seymour  Krieger,  As- sistant Attorneys  General,  also  will attend. 

The  company  representatives  spent 
yesterday  checking  the  finished  draft 
of  the  decree,  completed  last  week,  and 
will  settle  with  Government  officials 
all  disputed  subjects  developed  during 

the  checking  process  at  today's  meet- ing. No  changes  of  any  consequence 
have  been  made  in  the  Aug.  3  draft  of 
the  decree. 

Meanwhile,  the  arbitration  provi- 
sions have  met  with  no  vital  objec- 

tions from  any  of  the  consenting  com- 
panies and  it  is  assumed  that  the  pro- 
visions will  be  accepted  as  they  stand. 

The  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion has  already  begun  a  canvass  of 

its  arbitrators  in  the  33  exchange  cen- 
ters in  which  arbitration  boards  will 

be  set  up  to  determine  those  eligible 
for  service  on  the  industry  boards. 
Designations  of  arbitrators  to  these 
panels  will  not  be  undertaken,  how- 

ever, until  final  court  approval  of  the 
decree  has  been  given. 

The  Association  is  preparing  a  bud- 
get of  operating  costs  of  the  33  boards 

which  it  will  submit  to  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  for  approval, 
probably  at  the  hearing  scheduled  for next  Monday. 

Defendants  Get  Time 
In  Oklahoma  Suit 

Oklahoma  City,  Sept.  30.  —  De- 
fendants in  the  Government's  anti- trust suit  against  the  Griffith  Circuit 

and  major  producers  and  distributors 
today  were  given  an  extension  of  time 
from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  15  in  which  to 
file  answers  or  to  make  objections  to 
the  Government's  interrogatories  in the  case. 

The  extension  presumably  was 
granted  to  await  the  outcome  of  the 
scheduled  hearing  in  New  York,  Oct. 
7.  on  the  proposed  Federal  consent  de- 

cree. If  the  decree  is  approved,  five 
of  the  defendants  in  the  Government 
suit  here  would  be  relieved  of  further 
defense  obligations  in  this  action. 

Kent  Drive  Meeting 

Held  at  N.  Y.  Branch 
A  second  series  of  Kent  Sales  Drive 

meetings  at  20th  Century-Fox  branch- 
es was  concluded  yesterday  with  a 

rally  at  the  exchange  here.  Those  at- 
tending included  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Her- 

man Wobber,  M.  A.  Levy,  Harry 
Buxbaum,  Roger  Ferri,  Joseph  Lee, 
Truman  Talley,  Felix  Jenkins,  Ben 
Miggins,  William  Gehring,  William 
Sussman  and  William  Kupper. 
Wobber  and  Levy  returned  yester- 

day from  a  drive  tour  around  the 
country.  Levy,  Minneapolis  district 
manager,  leaves  today. 



94  ENGAGEMENTS 

94  RECORDS 

GOLDWYN 

COOPER 

^WESTERNER 

$401,555  GROSS  IN  4  DAYS-WOW! 

.  ..  .  starting  with  the  world  premiere  in  Fort 

Worth  and  continuing  in  its  first  94  engage- 

ments, first  four  days  of  national  playing  time 

took  in  this  smash-bang  figure,  hitting  from 

145%  to  350%  of  box-office  averages! 

Sensational  business  throughout  Texas  reported 

from  the  INTERSTATE  CIRCUIT  and  the 

JEFFERSON  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY! 

And  NOW  sensational  business  in  LOEW 

theatres  everywhere! 

Released  thru  UNITED  ^T/Srs 

Di 

rected  by  William  ffyU/ 
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Rooney,  'Love
' 

Break  Loew's 

State  Record 

Mickey  Rooney  in  a  personal  appear- 
ance at  Loew's  State  with  M-G-M's 

"I  Love  You  Again"  on  the  screen 
broke  the  house  record  over  the  week- 

end and  should  gross  an  estimated 
$50,000  or  better  for  the  week.  Over 
the  weekend  the  show  did  about  $20,- 
000. 
Broadway  grosses  over  the  weekend 

generally  reflected  the  effects  of  warm, 
pleasant  weather  but  despite  a  general 
leveling  off  from  previous  weekend 
highs  managed  to  maintain  fairly  good 
strength.  With  Jewish  holidays  begin- 

ning Thursday,  business  at  the  end  of 
the  week  is  expected  to  be  big.  One 
of  the  holidays  falls  on  a  Saturday, 
which  is  also  Columbus  Day,  a  co- 

incidence which  otherwise  might  have 
contributed  to  three  strong  business 
days  instead  of  one  next  week. 
At  the  Music  Hall  "Howards  of 

Virginia"  with  a  stage  show  grossed 
an  estimated  $58,000  for  the  first  four 
days  and  will  be  held  over.  "City  for 
Conquest"  with  Bobby  Byrne's  band on  the  stage  took  an  estimated  $28,000 
for  its  first  three  days  at  the  Strand 
and  also  will  be  held. 

The  first  three  days  of  the  second 
week  of  "Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 

man" with  a  stage  show  headed  by 
Barry  Wood  at  the  Roxy  drew  an 
estimated  $16,300.  "Spring  Parade" will  open  at  the  Roxy  on  Thursday 
instead  of  Friday  to  take  advantage 
of  holiday  trade. 

"Rangers  of  Fortune"  with  Jan 
Savitt's  band  on  the  stage  at  the  Par- 

amount grossed  an  estimated  $14,000 
over  Saturday  and  Sunday  and  should 
end  its  second  week  tonight  with 
$30,000.  "I  Want  a  Divorce"  with 
Frankie  Masters'  band  on  the  Stage will  open  there  tomorrow. 
The  second  weekend  of  "Pastor 

Hall"  brought  an  estimated  $3,800  at 
the  Globe.  "Foreign  Correspondent," ending  its  fifth  week  at  the  Rivoli 
tonight,  should  bring  an  estimated 
$24,000  for  the  week  and  will  be  held 
for  a  sixth. 

Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30 
WILLIAM  BIOFF,  I.A.T.S.E. 

leader,  arrived  today  from  Chi- 
cago by  plane  and  departed  immedi- 
ately for  an  undisclosed  retreat  for 

three  weeks'  rest.  He  authorized  his 
counsel,  George  Breslin,  to  express  his 
appreciation  of  those  locals  which 
adopted  votes  of  confidence  to  him  and 
pledged  to  renew  his  leadership  on  his 
return. 

• 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  here 

tomorrow  for  Earl  Hurd,  60,  pioneer 
in  the  film  cartoon  field,  who  invented 
the  Bray-Hurd  process.  He  had  been 
with  Walt  Disney  the  past  six  years 
after  association  with  Paul  Terry, 
Paramount,  and  Leon  Schlesinger  at 
Warners.  He  died  Saturday  night  of 
a  heart  attack  at  his  home  in  Burbank. 

• 
Seymour  Felix  today  was  given  a 

long-term  contract  as  dance  director 
by  20th  Century-Fox. 

Goldwyn  Amends 

UA  Suit  Complaint 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Goldwyn,  Inc.,  for  U.  A.'s  alleged  in- terference with  his  aims  to  distribute 

elsewhere  the  picture,  "The  West- 
erner." Goldwyn  claims  U.  A.  forced 

him  to  distribute  that  picture  through 

them.  George  Z.  Medalie  is  Goldwyn's attorney. 
Goldwyn  asserts  that  United  Artists 

permitted  Alexander  Korda  and  Lon- 
don Film  Productions,  Ltd.,  to  have  a 

financial  interest  in  Harefield  Produc- 
tions, Ltd.,  of  London.  This  consti- 

tuted a  violation  of  his  contract,  Gold- 
wyn alleges,  because  Harefield  con- 

tributed the  films  "The  Spy  in  Black" 
and  "Q  Planes"  through  Columbia Pictures.  Recent  efforts  to  settle  the 
Goldwyn-U.  A.  controversy  out  of 
court  failed. 

Goldwyn  On  Coast 
Hollywood,  Sept.  30.  —  Samuel 

Goldwyn,  who  arrived  here  via  Strato- liner  over  the  weekend  from  New 
York,  has  set  Oct.  9  for  the  openings 
here  of  "The  Westerner,"  United 
Artists  release  starring  Gary  Cooper. 

Legion  Approves 
Five  New  Pictures 

Of  six  new  films,  three  have  been 
classified  as  unobjectionable  for  gen- 

eral patronage  by  the  National  Legion 
of  Decency,  two  as  unobjectionable 
for  adults,  and  one  as  objectionable 
in  part.  The  new  pictures  and  their 
classification  follow. 
Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for 

General  Patronage :  "Sky  Murder," 
"Spring  Parade,"  "The  Westerner." 
Class  A-2,  Unobjectionable  for 
Adults :  "City  for  Conquest,"  "Dia- 

mond Frontier."  Class  B,  Objection- 
able in  Part :  "The  Great  Profile." 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30. 
UNIVERSAL  is  seeking  Jack 

Oakie  for  a  two-picture  deal. 
.  .  .  Ian  Hunter  joins  the  cast  of 
"Come  Live  with  Me"  at  M-G-M. 
.  .  .  Wesley  Ruggles  is  attempting  to 

buy  from  RKO  the  rights  to  "Cimar- 
ron," for  production  as  a  musical.  He directed  Richard  Dix  and  Irene 

Dunne  in  the  film  some  years  ago. 
.  .  .  Robert  D.  Ireland  has  been  made 
associate  producer,  and  Howard  B. 
Pine,  assistant  production  manager, 
of  Forum  Films,  headed  by  James  S. 
BURKETT. 

•  • 

M-G-M  has  purchased  "Viva  Za- 
pata," story  of  a  Mexican  hero,  by 

Edgecomb  Pinchon,  who  wrote  "Viva 
Villa."  .  .  .  Warners  has  changed  the 
title  of  "We're  in  the  Army  Now"  to 
"You're  in  the  Army  Now."  .  .  . 
William  Keighley  will  direct  "Ser- 

geant York"  at  Warners.  .  .  .  George 
Waggner  is  writing  the  screenplay 
for  Monogram's  "Trail  of  the  Yukon," Jack  London  story.  .  .  .  Republic  has 
set  a  budget  of  $500,000  for  "Melody 
Ranch,"  Gene  Autry  special  now  in 
work.  .  .  .  Julien  Duvivier  has  been 
signed  by  Alexander  Korda  to  direct 
Merle  Oberon  in  "Manon  Lescaut." 
.  .  .  Alan  Hale  has  been  set  for 
Warners'  "The  Sea  Wolf,"  which  will 
star  Edward  G.  Robinson,  George 
Raft  and  Ida  Lupino. 

Will  He  Croon? 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30. 

f^ARY  CROSBY,  7,  eldest 
of  Bing  Crosby's  four children,  will  have  the  leading 

role  in  a  Rim  to  be  made  by 
Herbert  Polesie,  author  and 
producer  of  several  Crosby 
features.  The  picture  will  be 
an  adaptation  of  the  child- 
rens'  book  by  Frances  Boyd 
Calhoun,  "Miss  Minerva  and 
William  Green-Hill." 

Ascap  Washington 

Contest  Is  Delayed 

(Continued  from  pafic  1) 

a  special  master's  report  finding  the 
law  unconstitutional  and  on  the  issu- 

ance of  a  permanent  injunction  re- 
straining the  state  from  enforcing  the law. 

The  court  also  allowed  15  days 
thereafter  for  both  sides  to  file  reply 
briefs.  Thus,  no  decision  in  the  case 
is  expected  before  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber. 

Nebraska  Case 

Hearing  Off  to  Oct  12 
A  hearing  scheduled  for  Oct.  7  in 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  for  an  agreement  on 
the  record  to  be  submitted  to  the  U.  S. 

Supreme  Court  in  Nebraska's  appeal 
from  a  decision  holding  its  anti-Ascap 
law  unconstitutional,  was  postponed 

yesterday  to  Oct.  12. 
Louis  D.  Frohlich  and  Herman 

Finkel  stein,  Ascap  counsel,  will  leave 
here  Oct.  10  to  attend  the  hearing. 

William  Wyler  has  been  borrowed 
by  20th  Century-Fox  from  Warners 
to  direct  "How  Green  Was  My  Val- 

ley" .  .  .  Lynne  Overman  will  play 
the  role  of  a  legless  man  in  "New York  Town"  at  Paramount  .  .  . 
Betty  Compson  returns  to  the 
screen  in  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith"  at 
RKO  .  .  .  Nan  Grey  has  by  mutual 
agreement  quit  her  contract  with 
Universal  and  June  Storey,  hers 
with  Republic.  Miss  Storey's  last picture  for  her  studio  will  be 
"Barnyard  Follies." •  • 
Charles  Ruggles  has  been  set  for 

"The  Invisible  Woman,"  which  A. Edward  Sutherland  is  directing  at 
Universal.  .  .  .  Harry  Grey  supplants 
William  Berke,  resigned,  as  pro- 

ducer on  the  Gene  Autry  westerns  at 
Republic,  with  Lou  Gray  taking  over 
Harry  Grey's  former  task  of  produc- 

ing the  Three  Mesquiteer  series.  The 
studio  has  extended  the  contract  of 
Smiley  Burnette,  Autry's  screen 

pal. 

•  • 
Various  film  writers  have  joined,  in 

a  separate  committee,  the  Hollywood 
for  Roosevelt  organization  headed  by 
Pat  O'Brien.  Heading  the  group  are Allen  Rivkin,  Philip  Dunne, 
Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr.,  Talbot  Jen- 

nings, Dore  Schary,  Don  Hartman 
and  Dudley  Nichols. 

MPTO  to  Intervene 

To  Oppose  Decree 

St.  Louis,  Sept.  30.— The  M.P.T. O.A.  is  prepared  to  intervene  as  a 
friend  of  the  court  to  oppose  the  adop- 

tion of  the  proposed  Federal  consent 
decree  if  it  is  submitted  to  the  Federal 
court  in  New  York  in  its  present  form, 
Ed  Kuykendall,  president,  told  100 
members  of  the  M.P.T.O.  of  Eastern 
Missouri  and  Southern  Illinois  at  their 
annual  convention  here  today. 
The  local  organization  adopted  a 

resolution  condemning  parts  of  the  de- 
cree, particularly  the  five-picture  sales clause  and  the  arbitration  proposals. 

Kuykendall  asserted  that  his  organi- 
zation's planned  legal  action  will  en- able it  to  present  its  arguments  against 

the  decree  to  the  court  in  the  most 
effective  manner.  He  described  the  de- 

cree as  "something  concocted  by  Gov- 
ernment and  producers'  lawyers,  and 

it's  hot  and  they  want  to  put  it  down 

somewhere." 
He  told  the  convention  that  he  had 

been  advised  that  two  major  companies 
were  preparing  to  oppose  the  decree  by 
legal  action. 

[Ed.  Note:  Motion  Picture  Daily 
reported  on  Friday  that  United  Artists 
and  Columbia  were  considering  the  ad- 

visability of  opposing  the  decree  on  the 
ground  that  the  escape  clause  held  im- 

plications of  conspiracy  in  restraint  of 
trade,  which  might  affect  their  busi- 

ness injuriously.  No  action  has  been 
taken  yet  by  either  company  but  the 
matter  is  still  under  consideration,  offi- cials stated  yesterday.] 

May  Settle  2  Dallas 

Anti-Trust  Actions 
(Continued  from  pane  1) 

States  District  Court  here  today. 
The  other  two  suits  were  postponed 

due  to  the  illness  of  Karl  Hoblitzelle, 
who  is  convalescing  in  California  from 
a  rheumatic  attack. 

The  two  suits  on  which  preliminary 
settlement  agreements  have  been 
reached  are  those  brought  by  Harry 
Fulghum,  Tyler  exhibitor,  and  H.  N. 
Jorgensen,  Dallas  exhibitor.  The  ac- tion brought  by  Sam  Kirscheimer, 
Houston  exhibitor,  was  set  for  hear- 

ings of  motions  only  next  Monday  and 
Interstate  was  authorized  to  amend  its 
petition  in  the  meantime.  The  suit  in 
which  Robert  Z.  Glass  of  Dallas  is 
plaintiff  was  postponed  without  date. 

All  actions  are  for  triple  damages 
following  the  1938  Federal  court  de- 

cision holding  Interstate  and  Texas 
Consolidated  guilty  of  violating  the anti-trust  laws. 

Early  Release  for 
'Dictator*  in  Britain 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
and  is  unusual,  officials  state,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  picture  will  be  re- 

leased before  the  new  monetary  export 
agreement  between  the  British  Govern- 

ment and  the  American  film  com- 
panies has  been  finalized. 

As  an  independent  producer,  Chap- 
lin is  privileged,  home  office  officials 

state,  to  special  consideration  under  the 
agreement,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
cost  of  "The  Great  Dictator,"  but 
rather  than  delay  the  benefits  which 
Britain  may  expect  to  obtain  from  ex- 

hibition of  the  picture,  the  officials 
have  decided  to  release  it  there  at  once. 

Hollywood  Notes 
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'Pastor  Hall' 

Hit  in  Chicago 

With  $17,000 

Chicago,  Sept.  30.— "Pastor  Hall," first  banned,  then  approved  by  the 
Chicago  censor,  scored  a  record  $17,- 
000  at  the  Apollo.  "Phantom  Sea 
Raider,"  with  Tommy  Tucker's  band at  the  Oriental,  tallied  $17,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  27 : 

'"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
APOLLO— (1,400)    (3Sc-5Sc-7Sc)    7  days. 

Gross:  $17,000.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
CHICAGO— (4.000)  '  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days. Variety  Stage  Show.  Gross:  $32,000.  (Aver- 

age, $32,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) GARRICK— (1,000)    (35c-55c-75c)  ; 
Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Phantom  Sea  Raider"  (Para.) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)  7 

Stage:   Tommy  Tucker  and  Band.  Gross: 
$17,500.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
PALACE— (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days,  3rd 

week.    Gross:   $11,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)      (25c-55c-75c)  7 

days.   Gross:   $10,500.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"Blcndie's  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
STATE- LAKE— (2,700)    (25c-40c)   7  days. 

Stage:   Blue  Barron  Band.   Gross:  $15,000. 
(Average.  $15,000) 
"Bccm  Town"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (50c-65c-75c- 

85c)  7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Av- 
erage, $14,000) 

"Gone  with  the  Wind"  (M-G-M) 
WOODS — (1,100)  (75c-$1.10-$1.50)  7  days, 35th  week.  Gross:  $8,000. 

days. 

days. 

'Howards'  $9,500; 
Providence  Slow 

Providence  Sept.  30. — In  an  off 
week  that  saw  all  houses  drop  below 
average,  "The  Howards  of  Virginia" 
and  "Cross  Country  Romance"  were 
good  for  $9,500  at  Loew's  State,  and 
the  three-day  engagement  of  George 
White's  Scandals  in  conjunction  with 
"Doomed  to  Die"  at  the  Metropolitan 
drew  $7,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  25-26 : 

"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
"Tom  Brown's  School  Days"  (RKO) 
RKO     ALBEE— (2,239)     (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
LOEW'S   STATE— (3,232   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"Brigham    Young,    Frontiersman"  (20th- Fox) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (ZOth-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)   (28c-39c-50c)  8  days. 

Gross:  $6,200.   (Seven-day  average,  $7,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"Blcndie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
STRAND—  (2,200)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"The  Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
CARLTON — (1,526)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,800.  (Average.  $3,500) 
"Doomed  to  Die"  (Mono.) 
^METROPOLITAN— (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 
75  c)  3  days.  "George  White's  Scandals" with  Ella  Logan  and  Ben  Blue  on  stage. 
Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- Fox) 
"Colorado"  (Rep.) 
FAY'S— (1,800)   (20c-28c)   7  days.  Gross: $2,400.  (Average,  $2,500) 

"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.)  (3  days) 
"Manhatt£!ii  Heartbeat"  (2Gth-Fox)  (3  days) 
"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.)  (4  days) 
"The  Return  cf  Frank  James"  (20th-Fox) (4  days) 
EMPIRE-r2.2CII)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 

Gross:  $1,500.  (Average,  $1,700) 

Hollywood  Reviews 

"Cherokee  Strip" 
(Paramount-Sherman ) 
Hollywood,  Sept.  30. — Harry  Sherman,  veteran  producer  of  western 

pictures,  presents  in  "Cherokee  Strip"  a  deluxe  western  calculated  to 
engage  a  larger  market  than  his  "Hopalong  Cassidy"  films.  The  picture 
has  a  good  name  cast,  action,  suspense,  romance,  and  all  the  other  essen- 

tials to  augur  that  it  will. 
Richard  Dix,  as  the  head  of  a  Texas  clan  whose  feuding  with  its 

hereditary  enemies  is  serious ;  Florence  Rice,  Victor  Jory,  Andy  Clyde 
and  George  E.  Stone  top  a  well  balanced  cast. 

The  screenplay  by  Norman  Houston  and  Bernard  McConville,  the 
latter  writing  the  original  story,  is  just  about  what  a  team  of  western 
writers  would  turn  out  under  the  circumstances,  given  the  background 
of  Oklahoma  before  the  opening  of  the  Cherokee  Strip  to  settlers. 

Lesley  Selander,  a  Sherman  veteran,  executes  his  directorial  assign- 
ment in  a  manner  which  shows  that  he  attempted  to  drain  every  scene 

of  its  last  drop  of  emotion. 
Dix,  as  a  United  States  marshal,  moves  in  on  the  bad  men  infesting 

the  area  outside  of  the  Cherokee  Strip,  famed  in  history  and  prior  films. 
His  ancient  feud  with  another  family  is  revived  when  it  is  shown  that 
his  opponents  have  not  lived  up  to  their  agreement.  The  climax  is 
achieved  through  hard  riding  and  fast  shooting. 

Running  time,  84  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

That  Gang  of  Mine" {Monogram ) 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30. — Offering  Leo  Gorcey  as  a  tenement  boy  who 
who  wants  to  be  a  jockey  and  Clarence  Muse  as  the  impoverished  owner- 
trainer  of  a  thoroughbred,  who  gives  the  boy  his  chance,  this  comedy- 
drama  of  New  York  and  the  turf  has  novelty,  humor  and  two  horse- 

races as  its  special  assets.  Special,  too,  is  the  performance  of  Muse, 
easily  the  outstanding  portrayal  in  the  film,  and  his  singing,  unaccom- 

panied instrumentally,  of  "All  God's  Chillun  Got  Wings." 
William  Hively's  original  screenplay  has  Muse  arriving  in  New  York 

without  funds  and  in  possession  of  a  Kentucky  thoroughbred  ready  for 
the  races.  He  is  financed,  after  extensive  arrangements,  by  a  band  of 
boys,  several  of  them  Dead  End  Kids,  and  their  volunteer  guardians. 
Gorcey  discovers  that,  although  brave  otherwise,  he  is  afraid  to  ride  the 
horse  in  the  manner  necessary  to  win.  A  gangster  element  is  introduced 
and  disposed  of,  finally,  when  the  horse,  under  another  rider,  wins  the 
crucial  race. 

Produced  by  Sam  Katzman  and  directed  by  Joseph  Lewis,  the  film 

presents  Bobby  Jordan,  Dave  O'Brien,  Joyce  Bryant,  Donald  Haines, David  Gorcey,  Sunshine  Sammy  Morrison,  Eugene  Francis,  Milton 
Kibbee,  Hazel  Keener,  Richard  R.  Terry  and  Wilbur  Mack  in  addition 
to  those  named  above. 

Running  time,  62  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

Dulcy" 
(MGM) 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30. — This  George  S.  Kaufman-Marc  Connelly  stage 
farce,  well  remembered  as  a  Broadway  hit  and  subsequently  as  film 
entertainment,  occupies  here  the  attentions  of  Ann  Sothern,  a  natural 
in  the  name  role,  Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke,  Reginald  Gardner,  Ian 
Hunter,  Lynne  Carver,  Dan  Daley,  Jr.,  and  a  cast  of  corresponding 
capability. 

As  produced  by  Edgar  Selwyn  with  S.  Sylvan  Simon  directing  from 
a  script  by  Albert  Mannheimer,  Jerome  Chodorov  and  Joseph  A.  Fields, 
the  Kaufman-Connelly  original  has  been  modernized  as  to  date,  refur- 

bished as  to  dialogue,  but  remains  essentially  the  presentation  of  well- 
meaning  young  woman's  attempts  to  take  care  of  everybody's  business, 
including  her  own,  with  results  that  amaze,  astonish  and,  in  general, 
amuse. 

Miss  Sothern's  portrayal  of  the  confused  and  confusing  heroine  stands 
out.  Young,  who  shares  the  best  sequences,  is  equally  effective.  The  film 
kept  a  Hollywood  preview  audience  laughing  throughout  its  running 
time. 

Running'  time,  64  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Associates  to  Meet 
The  Motion  Picture  Associates  will 

hold  a  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor  to- 
day, chiefly  for  a  discussion  of  the 

annual  dinner  and  dance.  Jack  Ellis, 
president,  will  preside. 

Miss  Carroll  at  Opening 
Madeleine  Carroll,  star  of  the  Cecil 

B.  DeMille-Paramount  film,  "North 
West  Mounted  Police,"  will  attend  the 
premiere  of  the  film  at  the  Capitol,  Re- 
gina,  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  Oct.  21. 

Coast  Has  40 

Films  in  Work; 

Nine  Started 
"The 

Called 

Hollywood,  Sept.  30. — Forty  pic- 
tures were  before  the  cameras  this 

week,  as  nine  started  and  eight  fin- 
ished. Twentieth  Century-Fox  leads 

the  list,  with  eight  in  production.  A 
total  of  18  is  being  prepared,  and  75 
are  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studio : 
Columbia 

Finished :  "Passage  West,' 

Wild  Cat  of  Tucson." In  Work :  "This  Thing 

Love." 

Started:  "Ellery  Queen." M-G-M 

Finished:  "Little  Nellie  Kelly." 
In  Work:  "Go  West,"  "Flight 

Command,"  "Comrade  X,"  untitled 
Dr.  Kildare,  "Fighting  Sons." Monogram 

Finished :  "The  Ole  Swimmin' 

Hole." 

Started :  "Phantom  of  Chinatown." 
Paramount 

In  Work :  "Virginia,"  "I  Wanted 
Wings,"  "Shepherd  of  the  Hills." 

Started :   "Reaching  for  the  Sun." RKO 

Finished :  "Remedy  for  Riches." 
In  W ork :  "Citizen  Kane,"  "You'll 

Fnd  Out,"  "No,  No,  Nanette,"  "Kitty 
Foyle,"  "Let's  Find  a  Song,"  "Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Smith." 
Started:  "Debutantes,  Inc.,"  "Three 

Girls  and  a  Gob." 
Republic 

Finished :  "Who  Killed  Aunt  Mag- 

gie?" 

In  Work :  "Melody  Ranch,"  "The 
Mysterious  Dr.  Satan." Started :  "Meet  the  Missus,"  "Bad 

Man  from  Rio." Korda 

In  Work :  "Lady  Hamilton." 
Loew-Lewin 

In  Work :  "Flotsam." 20th  Century-Fox 
In  W ork :  "Chad  Hanna,"  "Tin  Pan 

Alley,"  "Hudson's  Bay,"  "Romance 
of  the  Rio  Grande,"  "Golden  Hoofs," 
"Corncob  Kelly's  Benefit,"  "The  Pri- 

vate Practice  of  Michael  Sbayne." 
Started:  "Western  Union." Universal 

Finished :     "Caribbean  Holiday," 
"Who  Killed  Doc  Robin?" 

In  Work:  "The  Bank  Dick." 
Started :  "San  Francisco  Docks." 

Warners 

Work:  "High  Sierra,"  "The 
Lady  with  Red  Hair,"  "South  of 
Suez,"  "Always  a  Bride." 

Frisco  Fair  Closes; 

6,545,776  Attended 
San  Francisco,  Sept.  30. — The  to- 

tal attendance  at  the  San  Francisco 
World's  Fair,  which  ended  on  Satur- 

day, was  6,545,776.  The  aggregate  at- 
tendance was  32  per  cent  above  the 

figure  for  the  same  number  of  days 
last  year.  A  single-day  record  was 
established  on  the  closing  day  of  the 
exposition,  when  211,020  attended. 



s Motion  Picture  daily Tuesday,  October  1,  1940 

Off  the  Antenna 

SCREEN  Guild  Theatre,  sponsored  by  Gulf  Oil,  started  its  1940-'4l  series over  CBS  Sunday  night  with  a  highly  entertaining  program,  it  being  an 
adaptation  by  Norman  Corwin  of  M-G-M's  "Shop  Around  the  Corner."  Par- ticipating were  Margaret  Sullavan  and  James  Stewart,  in  the  parts  they  had 
in  the  film,  and  Frank  Morgan,  who  served  as  interlocutor.  Jean  Hersholt, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund,  which  benefits  from  the  series, 
made  the  introduction.  Next  Sunday's  show  will  be  "Red  Dust,"  with  Clark 
Gable  playing  his  original  role.    Corwin's  direction  and  script  were  expert. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  G.  P.  H.  James  completes  his  13th  year  as  advertising 
manager  for  NBC  tonight.  .  .  .  Bruce  Chick  is  the  new  director  of  the  CKLW, 
Windsor-Detroit,  continuity  department.  .  .  .  Helen  Craig  will  be  interviewed 
by  David  Lowe  over  WNEW  at  12:30  P.M.  today.  .  .  .  George  Herrkk, 
WINS  assistant  chief  engineer,  has  been  named  instructor  of  radio  communi- 

cations for  Brooklyn  Technical  High  School. 
•  •  • 

An  unusual  tribute  to  a  radio  program — personal  greetings  from  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt — was  made  Sunday  to  Drew  Pearson  and  Robert  Allen 

who  are  doing  "Sunday  Evening  News  of  the  World"  over  nine  NBC- Blue  stations,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Brazilian  Government.  The 
President  wired:  "I  feel  sure  it  will  help  to  better  inform  the  American 
people  regarding  Brazil  and  their  other  neighbors  of  South  and  Central 

America." 
•  •  • 

The  self-imposed  commercial  code  of  the  National  Association  of  Broad- 
casters which  limits  the  length  of  commercial  announcements  on  sponsored 

programs  and  defines  an  acceptable  sponsor  as  one  who  is  engaged  in  legiti- 
mate commerce  and  who  sells  products  or  services  goes  into  effect  today.  On 

night  programs,  two  and  a  half  minutes  may  be  used  on  a  quarter-hour  spon- 
sored program  for  commercial  announcements,  three  minutes  for  a  half-hour 

show  and  six  minutes  for  a  full  hour.  The  day  programs  have  more  liberal 
allotments  with  three  and  a  quarter  minutes,  four  and  a  half  and  nine,  re- 
spectively. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Viking  Press  will  sponsor  announcements  for  a  new  book, 
"The  Draft  and  You"  by  Congressman  Cellcr  on  Larry  Elliott's  "Rising  Son" over  WABC.  ...  30  CBS  stations  will  be  added  to  the  55  CBS  stations  for 
International  Silver  "Silver  Theatre"  next  Sunday.  .  .  .  KDKA,  Pittsburgh, 
yesterday  started  opening  its  programs  at  5  :30  A.M.  to  permit  the  broadcast 
of  farm  programs.  The  extra  hour  was  made  necessary  by  the  shift  from 
Daylight  Saving  Time.  .  .  .  Dorothy  Thompson  zuill  start  a  series  for  Mutual 
Sunday  at  8 :45  P.M.  Her  talks  will  be  sponsored  separately  in  each  city, 
with  five  companies  already  signed  with  Pilot  Radio  sponsoring  locally. 

•  •  • 

A  number  of  radio  figures  will  address  the  Overseas  Press  Conference 
to  be  held  at  the  World's  Fair  tomorrow.  Among  those  who  will  speak 
will  be  Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  CBS  director;  Sydney  Moseley,  Ameri- 

can news  commentator  for  CBS;  Johannes  Steele,  WMCA  commentator; 
Frank  Mason,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge  of  press  and  international 
short  wave,  and  H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  NBC  commentator. 

•  •  • 

There  was  one  NBC  script  writer  with  an  awfully  red  face  around  the 
network  yesterday.  At  the  10th  anniversary  party  for  Lowell  Thomas  at  the 
Waldorf  Astoria  Sunday,  Thomas  kept  referring  to  Miles  Trammel  as  NBC 
president  because  that's  what  the  script  said.  There  was  some  friendly rivalry  between  the  two  major  networks  because  CBS  was  staging  a  party 
for  Helen  Hayes  in  an  adjoining  suite.  Newspapermen  who  drifted  from 
room  to  room  generally  gave  the  nod  to  CBS  because  the  latter  served  cham- 

pagne as  compared  with  the  more  prosaic  scotch-and-soda  offered  by  the senior  web. 

Leaders  Ask 

Music  Union 

To  Aid  Fight 

Big  "name"  band  leaders  will  make 
a  direct  appeal  to  the  American  Fed- 

eration of  Musicians  to  solve  their  di- 
lema  in  the  current  dispute  between 
Ascap,  Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  and  the 
broadcasters.  A  meeting  will  be  held 
tomorrow  with  officials  of  Musicians' 
Local  802,  and  a  direct  appeal  to  the 
A.  F.  M.  is  under  consideration. 

Libraries  May  Be  Useless 
The  leaders,  while  recognizing  radio 

as  a  factor  in  building  their  reputa- 
tions, resent  the  fact  that  they  are 

being  compelled  to  play  non-Ascap 
songs  on  sustaining  programs  in  prep- 

aration for  the  Jan.  1  deadline  when 
the  broadcasters'  license  to  use  Ascap 
music  expires.  An  eventual  ban  on  all 
Ascap  music  would  not  only  render 
extensive  music  libraries  valueless  for 
broadcast  purposes  but  also  compels 
the  leaders  to  make  expenditures  now 
for  special  arrangements  of  non-Ascap 
music. 

The  leaders  met  yesterday  with  Sid- 
ney M.  Kaye,  BMI  vice-president  and 

general  counsel,  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria, to  hear  radio's  side  of  the  con- 

troversy. Kaye  explained  that  the 
gradual  adoption  of  non-Ascap  tunes 
was  necessary  at  this  time  to  prepare 
the  air  audiences  for  a  complete 
changeover  Jan.  1.  He  said  the  re- 

quirements for  non-Ascap  music  would 
be  raised  from  time  to  time  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 

'Name'  Bands  in  Minority 

In  response  to  the  leaders'  sugges- tion that  they  would  appeal  to  their 
union  for  aid,  Kaye  pointed  out  that 
leaders  of  "name"  bands  were  in  the 
n..nority  in  the  union.  He  said  that 
n..  jre  than  40  A.  F.  M.  locals  through- 

out the  country  had  passed  resolutions 
supporting  BMI. 

The  radio  industry  would  be  willing 
to  meet  with  Ascap  to  discuss  the 
terms  of  a  new  license  agreement  if 
invited  to  do  so  by  Ascap,  Kaye  said. 
He  declared  that  Ascap  had  consist- 

ently refused  to  meet  with  a  duly  ap- 
pointed committee  of  the  National  As- 

sociation of  Broadcasters,  although 
willing  to  meet  with  individual  broad- 

casters. Several  band  leaders  sug- 
gested one  of  the  plans  the  union 

might  adopt  would  be  to  compel  both 
sides  to  meet  for  the  purposes  of  ne- 
gotiation. 

Air  Defense  Board 

To  Meet  October  7 

Washington,  Sept.  30. —  Members 
of  the  Defense  Communications  Board 
created  by  President  Roosevelt  Sept. 
24  have  already  held  two  meetings  and 
plan  to  hold  another  on  Oct.  7  for  the 
purpose  of  perfecting  their  organiza- 

tion, it  was  disclosed  today  by  FCC 
Chairman  James  L.  Fly,  chairman  of 
the  group. 

Fly  explained  that  the  meetings  are 
"purely  exploratory,"  and  that  nothing definite  lias  been  worked  out.  It  is 
expected  that  the  first  task  of  organ- 

ization will  be  the  setting  up  of  the 
industry  committees  which  are  to  as- 

sist the  board  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

Philadelphia  Club 

In  New  Quarters 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  30. — The 

Showmen's  Club  will  open  its  new 
quarters  Oct.  15.  Charles  Goldfine 
and  Charles  Stiefel  are  co-chairman  of 
the  renovation  committee,  David  Ro- 

sen is  chairman  of  the  group  handling 
the  drawing  Nov.  16,  Allen  Lewis  is 
chairman  of  the  membership  commit- 

tee and  Jack  Litto  is  in  charge  of  the 
dues  committee. 
At  the  Variety  Club,  Sidney  E. 

Samuelson,  Allied  business  manager 
here,  was  added  to  the  National  Foun- 

dation of  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Com- 
mittee. Charles  H.  Goodwin  was  made 

head  of  the  program  committee  for 
the  annual  dinner  on  Dec.  12,  succeed- 

ing William  Clark,  who  was  forced 
to  decline  this  year.  The  Motion  Pic- 

ture Associates  have  the  first  meeting 
of  the  season. 

Name  Winners  in  'U' Washington  Contest 
Washington,  Sept.  30. — Winners 

of  the  recent  Exhibitors  Appreciation 
Award  Contest,  conducted  by  Univer- 

sal, in  this  area,  are:  Leon  Zellers, 
Roxy,  Baltimore,  first  prize ;  Bernard 
Depkin,  Rives,  Martinsville,  Va.,  sec- 

ond prize ;  H.  O.  Thrush,  Liberty, 
Kyser,  W.  Va.,  third;  W.  R.  Tanner, 
Free  State,  Kenbridge,  Va.,  and  Jo- 

seph Walderman,  Monroe,  Baltimore, 
honorable  mention. 
Winners  among  the  bookers  are: 

Barry  Goldman,  Rome  Theatres,  Bal- 
timore, first;  Ivan  Rosenbaum,  Neigh- 

borhood Theatres,  Richmond,  second ; 
Miss  M.  Sweeney,  Bernheimer  The- 

atres, Washington,  third;  Miss  G. 
Ketchum,  Dominion  Theatres,  Wash- 

ington, and  Morris  Hendricks,  Hicks 
Theatres,  Baltimore,  honorable  men- tion. 

B.  &  K.'s  Television 
To  Be  in  State-Lake 

Chicago,  Sept.  30. — A  tem- porary site  for  the  Balaban &  Katz  television  station  has 
been  selected  on  the  12th  floor 
of  the  State  -  Lake  Theatre 
building  here.  Permanent 
quarters  will  be  selected 
later.  Officials  declined  to 
state  when  operations  would 
begin. 

Ten  New  Companies 

Authorized  in  N.  Y. 

Albany,  Sept.  30. — Ten  companies 
chartered  here  include:  Irish- Ameri- 

can Film  Corp.,  New  York,  by  Rhoda 
Egerman,  Robert  D.  Bloom  and  S^ 
Harry  Eisenberg;  Granada  Interna- tional Films,  Inc.,  New  York,  by  Bea- 

trice Loeb,  Gertrude  Fried  and  Ruth 
Handler;  Lyceum  Operating  Corp., 
New  York,  by  T.  Newman  Lawler, 
Katherine  Devine  and  Cora  Tarvernia  ; 
American  Yiddish  Entertainment  Co., 
Inc.,  New  York,  by  Rosalie  Sachs, 
Jeanne  Greengold  and  Frieda  Dorn, 
and  Vogue  Theatre  Productions,  Inc., 
New  York,  by  Harry  L.  Danziger, 
Voltaire  A.  Gicca  and  Marie  Pitrelli. 

Also,  Agus  Pictures  Corp.,  New 
York,  by  George  Blake,  Evalynne 
Kuhl,  and  Susanne  Groves ;  Bonserk 
Theatre  Corp.,  New  York,  by  Jacob 
H.  Zamore,  6.  William  Mehlman  and 
Isidore  Zamore ;  Elkins-Taylor,  Inc., 
New  York,  by  Marie  L.  Elkins,  Clar- 

ence Taylor  and  Donald  M.  Cunning- 
ham ;  Amusement  Booking  Corp.,  New 

York,  by  Nic  Shafer,  Charles  Schwatz 
and  Frances  Rubin,  and  Scheuing  and 
Blank,  Inc.,  New  York,  by  Irving 
Goldman,  Morris  Liebof  and  Tessie 
Dantowitz. 

Canadian  Pioneers 

Will  Meet  on  Nov.  11 

Toronto,  Sept.  30. — The  first  an- nual meeting  of  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers  will  be  held  here  Nov.  11, 
with  Claire  Hague  presiding.  Immedi- 

ately following  the  convention,  the 
Pioneers  will  stage  their  Patriotic 
Rodeo  in  the  Toronto  Coliseum,  fea- 

turing Gene  Autry  for  two  days,  Nov. 
12  and  13.  Autry  has  donated  his  ser- 

vices for  this  show,  the  proceeds  for 
which  will  be  devoted  to  war  charities. 

Regional  branches  of  the  Pioneers 
have  been  organized  at  Montreal  and 
St.  John,  to  complete  the  setup  in  east- 

ern Canadian,  while  a  branch  has  been 
formed  at  Vancouver  for  British  Co- 

lumbia. The  society  is  sponsoring  the 

Canadian  Motion  Picture  Industry's War  Services  Committee,  which  has 
been  cooperating  with  the  Canadian 
Red  Cross  in  the  latter's  financial  ap- 

peal. 
M.  A.  Ellsworth  to  "U" Seattle,  Sept.  30. — M.  A.  Ells- worth has  been  appointed  to  the  sales 

staff  of  the  local  Universal  exchange 
by  Manager  L.  J.  McGinley.  He  was 
formerly  in  Los  Angeles. 

Dallas  Golf  Oct.  14 

Dallas,  Sept.  30.— The  local  Va- riety Club  will  hold  its  annual  golf 
tournament  Oct.  14  at  the  Dallas 
Country  Club.  It  will  follow  the  an- 

nual Texas-Oklahoma  football  game. 
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General  Price 

Rise  Opposed 

By  Rodgers 

Philadelphia  Exhibitors 

Told  It's  III  Advised 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  1. — A  general 
increase  in  admission  prices  for  the 
coming  season  would  be  ill  advised,  in 
the  opinion  of  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager  of  M-G-M, 
speaking  at  a  good  will  luncheon  to- 

day at  the  Hotel  Warwick,  attended 
by  more  than  200  exhibitors  in  this 
territory. 

"You  must  expect  that  the distributors  will  have  to  make 
up  somehow  the  loss  of  foreign 
markets,"   Rodgers   said,  "but the  answer  is  not  in  a  general 
increase  in  admissions." 
He  explained  the  company's  posi- 

tion on  "Boom  Town,"  promising  the film  would  not  be  withheld  from  ex- 
hibitors failing  to  cooperate  in  rais- 

ing prices  on  it,  which  he  said  he 
believed  it  deserved.     Rodgers  also 
asked  for  greater  cooperation  from 
exhibitors  in  these  critical  times.  His 
talk  followed  the  same  lines  as  that 
delivered  in  Atlantic  City  last  Friday 
at  the  New  Jersey  Allied  convention. 
The  company's  position  on  "Boom 

Town"  also  was  explained  by  Thomas 
J.  Connors,  Eastern  and  Southern  di- 

vision manager,  and  Robert  Lynch, 
local  branch  manager  for  M-G-M. 
H.  M.  Richey,  assistant  to  Rodgers 
in  charge  of  exhibitor  relations,  was 
present. 

Warner  Trains  Off 

To  'Rockne'  Show 
Two  special  trains,  one  of  which 

left  Los  Angeles  yesterday  and  the 
other  leaving  here  today,  will  carry 
more  than  150  persons,  including 
Hollywood  players,  newspaper  writers, 
guests  and  Warner  executives,  to 
South  Bend  for  the  celebration  of  Na- 

tional Knute  Rockne  Week.  The  cele- 
bration will  be  climaxed  by  the  world 

premiere  of  Warners'  film,  "Knute 
Rockne — All  American,"  on  Friday. 
Headed  by  Jack  L.  Warner,  the 

western  delegation  includes :  Arthur 
Ungar,  Mr.  and  Airs.  Charles  Ein- 
field,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Buckner, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Crisp,  Peggy 
Diggins,  Lucile  Fairbanks,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bob  Hope,  Rosemary  Lane,  Mrs. 
O'Brien,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat 
O'Brien,  Ronald  Reagan,  Florence Rice,   Irene  Rich,   Charles  Ruggles, 

(.Continued  on  page  7) 

31  Tables  Reserved 

At  Quigley  Luncheon 
Ten  additional  tables,  mak- 

ing a  total  of  31,  have  been 
reserved  by  major  companies 
for  the  Ampa  luncheon  today 
in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the 
Hotel  Edison  honoring  Mar- 

tin Quigley  on  his  25th  anni- 
versary as  a  motion  picture 

trade  paper  publisher.  Com- 
panies which  have  reserved 

additional  tables  are:  M-G-M, 
United  Artists,  National 
Screen  Service,  RKO  Radio 
Pictures  and  RKO  Theatres, 
National  Theatres,  Skouras 
Theatres,  Loew's  Circuit,  Al- 

tec Service  Corp.  and  Jules 
Brulatour,  Inc. 

W.B.,  NSS  Handle 

Warner  Material 

Warners  and  National  Screen  Ac- 
cessories will  both  distribute  acces- 

sories on  Warner  Bros.-First  National 
product  under  a  one-year  agreement 
completed  yesterday  by  Gradwell  L. 
Sears,  Warners  general  sales  manager, 
and  Herman  Robbins,  president  of 
National  Screen  Accessories. 

As  a  result  of  the  agreement  a  suit 
filed  by  Vitagraph  against  National 
Screen  has  been  withdrawn. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  the  principals 
that  the  agreement  will  extend  the  ad- 

vertising services  on  Warner  product 
now  available  to  exhibitors  by  giving 
them  two  sources  of  complete  acces- 

sories material  from  which  to  draw. 

Associates  to  Weigh 

Joining  Variety  Club 
The  suggestion  of  William  F.  Rod- 

gers, M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 
that  the  Motion  Picture  Associates 
join  the  National  Variety  Clubs  as  a 
New  York  unit  will  be  discussed  at 
an  Associates  executive  board  meet- 

ing next  Wednesday  at  the  Astor. 
Rodgers  urged  the  merger  at  a  recent meeting. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  organization 

yesterday  Nat  Beier  of  United  Art- 
ists was  appointed  chairman  of  the 

entertainment  committee.  He  will 
work  with  Moe  Sanders  of  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox on  arrangements  for  the  an- 
nual dinner  and  dance  Nov.  20  at  the 

Astor. 

DECREE  HEARING 

MAY  BE  DELAYED 

Mason  May 

Leave  NBC 

On  the  heels  of  Motion  Picture 
Daily's  disclosure  yesterday  that  John 
F.  Royal  may  resign  soon  as  NBC 
vice-president  in  charge  of  programs, 
it  was  learned  that  Frank  E.  Mason 
may  also  soon  resign  as  vice-president 
in  charge  of  information  and  interna- tional short  wave. 
He  is  expected  to  complete  his 

work  on  the  political  broadcasts 
which  he  is  handling  before  making 
his  resignation  effective. 

Mason's  background  as  a  newspa- 
perman and  Army  officer  were  used 

to  advantage  when  he  joined  NBC  as 
a  vice-president  in  1931.  He  organ- 

ized the  international  short  wave  di- 
vision, reorganized  the  press  depart- 
ment, station  relations  department, 

artists'  service,  and  was  generally  de- 
scribed as  a  "trouble  shooter"  for  the 

network.  Much  of  his  work  was  de- 
voted to  establishing  harmonious  rela- 
tions between  the  press  and  radio. 

During  political  campaigns,  Mason 
handled  both  paid  and  free  political 
broadcasts.  In  addition,  he  was  fre- 

quently called  upon  in  the  relationships 
between  U.  S.  bureaus  and  NBC. 

During  the  war  Mason  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  U.  S.  intelligence  service. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

'Ram parts'  Ban  Stays; 
M.  of  T.  Will  Appeal 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  1. — The  state 

censor  board's  ban  of  "Ramparts  We 
Watch"  was  unanimously  upheld  here 
today  by  Judges  Davis,  MacNeille  and 
Milner  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court. 
The  decision  held  that  the  board  acted 
within  its  powers  because  of  March  of 
Time's  refusal  to  delete  the  "Baptism 
of  Fire"  sequences. 

[In  New  York  last  night 
March  of  Time  said  that  it 
would  appeal  the  decision  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court.] 
The  judges  failed  to  find  abridge- (Continued  on  page  7) 
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Differences  on  Phrasing 

May  Postpone  Court 
Action  Week  or  More 

Postponement  for  a  week  or  10 
days  of  the  hearing  on  the  proposed 
Federal  consent  decree  scheduled 
for  next  Monday  before  Federal 

Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  in  U.  S. 
District  court  here  may  be  neces- 

sary, Government  officials  stated 
yesterday. 

[Motion  Picture  Daily  indi- 
cated on  Monday  the  probability  of 

a  postponement  of  the  presentation 
of  the  decree  to  the  Federal  court.] 

Differences  of  views  over  the 

phraseology  of  several  of  the  decree's provisions  which  developed  at  a  meet- 
ing of  Government  attorneys  and 

counsel  for  consenting  companies  at 
the  Bar  Association  yesterday,  neces- 

sitated renewed  discussions.  These 
will  be  completed  today  following  yes- 

terday's meeting  which  lasted  into  the 
night. 

The  unforeseen  delay  makes  it  un- 
likely that  the  decree  will  be  con- 
firmed by  both  sides  and  in  the  hands 

of  the  court  by  next  Monday,  as  orig- 
inally scheduled.  This  is  due  largely 

to  the  fact  that  a  final  joint  meeting 
of  a  defendants'  committee  with  Gov- 

ernment officials  in  Washington  is  de- 
sired by  both  sides  before  the  decree 

is  delivered  to  the  court.  The  meeting 
is  scheduled  for  Friday  and  each  of 
the  five  consenting  companies  will  des- 

ignate one  representative  to  attend. 
If  the  meeting  is  conclusive  there 
would  still  be  a  chance  of  getting  the 
decree  into  court  Monday  on  schedule. 

The  differences  of  views  on  the  de- 
cree phraseology  developed  following (Continued  on  page  7) 

British  Quota  Film 

Total  Shows  Drop 

London,  Oct.  1. — The  initial  exam- ination of  films  registered  from  April 
to  September,  the  first  six  months  of 
the  current  British  quota  year  for 
distributors,  discloses  that  197  for- 

eign films  and  43  British  features  were 

registered. The  total  is  less  than  half  die  full 

year's  total  of  1939-1940.  It  is  esti- mated that  of  these,  approximately 
100  foreign  and  four  British  films 
were  distributed  by  seven  major  com- 

panies. The  four  British  pictures  were 
multiple  quota  films. 
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Introduction 

/OSEPH  FORTE,  in  joining 
the  Warner  Theatre  cir- 

cuit as  manager  of  the  sub- 
urban Parker,  Darby,  Pa., 

presented  himself  to  the  pa- trons in  a  novel  manner. 
After  a  friendly  talk,  asking 
the  patrons  to  bear  with  him 
for  a  little  while,  he  told 
them  to  prepare  for  an  an- 

nouncement that  would  make 
them  rise  from  their  seats. 
He  announced  that  25  passes 
had  been  placed  under  as 
many  seats  scattered 
throughout  the  theatre. 

Hanbury  Services 
Set  for  Tomorrow 

London,  Oct.  1. — Funeral  services 
will  be  held  here  on  Thursday  for 
Ralph  Hanbury,  managing  director 
and  chairman  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
Ltd.,  who,  with  three  members  of  his 
family,  was  killed  in  an  air  raid  late 
last  week. 
The  services  will  be  held  at  St. 

Marks,  North  Audley  St.,  London, 
with  interment  at  Nunhead. 

Personal  Mention 

Sidney  R.  Kent  Goes 

To  Coast  on  Friday 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th 

Century-Fox,  will  leave  for  the  coast  [ 
on  Friday.  He  will  remain  at  the  j 
studio  about  three  weeks  for  confer- 

ences with  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production,  on 
product  plans. 

Frank    J.    a.  McCarthy, Eastern  sales  manager  of  Uni- 
versal, left  last  night  for  a  sales  trip 

to  Oklahoma  City  and  Dallas.  He 
is  expected  back  in  about  a  week. • 

Max  Westebbe,  managing  director 
for  RKO  in  Holland,  is  due  here 
about  Oct.  12  for  home  office  confer- 

Walter  Brennan  will  be  guest  at 
a  dinner  party  in  Baltimore  tomor- 

row, with  city  officials  attending. 
William  K.  Saxton,  Loevv  city 

manager,  will  be  Brennan's  host. • 

Larry  Graver,  Warner  district 
manager  in  Philadelphia,  has  re- turned from  the  Pocono  Mountains, 
where  he  recuperated  from  an  oper- ation. • 

Lou  Pollock,  Dave  O'Malley, Oscar  A.  Doob,  Marvin  Schenck, 
Eugene  Picker,  Joseph  Moskowitz, 
Hank  Linet,  James  Smith  and  Jack 
Haley  having  lunch  yesterday  at  the 
Tavern. • 

J.  J.  O'Connor,  Fred  Meyers, Meyer  Schine,  William  Sussman 
B.  S.  Moss,  Harry  L.  Gold  and 
Charles  Stern  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 
John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Dennts  King, 

William  Melniker,  Arthur  Krim, 
Robert  Weitman,  Luther  Adler, 
Bobby  Crawford,  Alexander  Ince 
and  Mort  Spring  lunching  yesterday 

at  Sardi's. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

"A"  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper  s  v 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's       convenient  departures 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious  The  Sun  Country  Specia,  7.05  am 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For  y^g  p|ajnsman  4:10  pm 
reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent  The  Mercury  (Two  Sec,ions) 
or  HAvemeyer  6-5000.Ticket  Offices:  4:45  &  5:10  pm 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.;  The  Southerner  .    .    .10:30  pm 

Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave.  ~s  r* 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  4 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

EDWARD  A.  GOLDEN,  Mono- gram general  sales  manager, 
plans  to  leave  for  the  Coast  on  Fri- 
day. 

Martin  Quigley,  Sidney  R. 
Kent,  Leo  Spitz,  Herman  Wobber, 
Barney  Balaban,  Nate  Blumberg, 
Adolph  Zukor,  Dr.  A.  H.  Gian- 
nini,  Sam  Shain,  Frank  *E.  Mason, Jesse  Bucher,  Edward  Hatrick, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Herman  Rob^ 
bins,  Spyros  Skouras  and  Grad^ 
well  Sears  having  lunch  yesterday 
at  the  Hotel  Plaza  Grill. 

• 
Col.  Edward  A.  Schiller,  George 

Dembow,  Ted  O'Shea,  Maurice Bergman,  Owen  Davis,  Walter 
Reade,  Jr.,  Russell  Holman  and 
Ed  Saunders  at  Nick's  Hunting 
Room  in  the  Astor  for  lunch  yester- day. 

• 
Archie  Mayer,  Irving  Shapiro, 

Sam  Goldberg  and  Milton  Berle 

lunching  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Ri- 
voli)  yesterday. 

Larry  Germaine  of  the  Warner 
Theatres  booking  department,  New 
Haven,  is  back  at  work  after  a  brief illness. 

• 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Bonoff,  operat- 
ing theatres  in  Madison  and  Say- 

brook,  Conn.,  have  returned  from  a short  vacation. 
• 

Mrs.  Harry  E.  Weinerj  wife  of 
Columbia  branch  manager  in  Phila- 

delphia, has  left  with  her  son  for Florida. 
• 

Edward  Donahoe,  manager  of  the 
Grove,  Beech  Grove,  Ind.,  is  the 
father  of  an  eight-pound  boy. • 
Gladys  George  and  her  husband, 

Leonard  Penn,  have  returned  from 
the  Coast. 

• 

Harold  Reckley,  manager  of  the 
Chateau,  Greenwood,  Ind.,  is  vacation- 

ing in  Texas  and  Florida. • 
Busby  Berkeley,  here  on  a  visit, 

will  be  principal  speaker  tomorrow  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Publicity  Club  of 
New  York. 

• 

Delvert  Hower,  chief  of  service  at 
Warners'  Uptown,  Philadelphia,  has 
resigned  to  enlist  in  the  Marine 
Corps. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

Mitchell  Conferring 

On  Army  Coast  Unit 
Hollywood,  Oct.  1. — Gordon  S. 

Mitchell,  manager  of  the  M.  P. 
Academy  Research  Council,  is  on  two 
weeks'  active  duty  with  the  Army  Sig- 

nal Corps  in  Washington.  Mitchell, 
who  is  a  Captain  in  the  Reserves, 
while  there,  is  discussing  plans  for  a 
photographic  reserve  unit  to  be  formed 
in  Hollywood  for  the  Army. 

PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT  at  a Washington  airport  dedication 
and  Candidate  Willkie  campaigning 
in  New  York  share  the  spotlight  in 
the  new  issues.  Here  are  the  con- tents : 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  7  —  Dedicate 

airport  in  Washington.  Willkie  at  Empin 
City  race  track.  Legion  convention  in 
Boston.  Garner  returns  to  Washington. 
Lord  Lothian  at  the  White  House.  Cali- 

fornia kidnapper  in  prison.  Jewel  fashions. 
Football  season  opens.  Horse  racing  at Belmont  Park. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  2<K-Roose- 

velt  speaks  at  opening  of  Washington  air- 
port. Jail  California  kidnapper.  New  hair 

styles.  Willkie  campaigns  in  New  York. Football.     Belmont  races. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  10-Belmont 

horse  races.  Lord  Lothian  visits  the  White 
House.  Adventurer  completes  round-the- world  sail.  California  kidnapper  in  prison. 
Cat  show  at  World's  Fair.  Garner  returns to  Washington.  Wallace  campaigns  in  Hol- 

lywood. Willkie  at  Yonkers.  Roosevelt  at 
Washington  airport  dedication.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  M— Japanese 

Premier  Konoye  with  new  cabinet.  Roose- 
velt dedicates  Washington  airport.  Willkie 

on  tour.  Sir  Walter  Layton  urges  aid  to 
England.  Newsmen  on  tour  of  Australia. Football. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  915— 

Willkie  in  Yonkers.  Roosevelt  dedicates 
Washington  airport.  New  commander  for 
American  Legion.  Garner  returns  to  Wash- 

ington. Washington  man  completes  50,000- mile  sail.  Cat  show  at  the  Fair.  Belmont races.  Football. 

Publicity  Heads  to  Meet 
Hollywood,  Oct.  1. — Studio  pub- 

licity directors  will  meet  with  Jock 
Lawrence,  assistant  to  the  president  of 
the  Producers  Association,  tomorrow 
for  the  first  time  since  his  appointment 
to  the  new  position. 

W anger  Honor  Guest 
At  Rivoli  Reception 
Walter  Wanger  was  guest  of  honor 

at  a  cocktail  party  yesterday  afternoon 
at  the  Rivoli  Theatre.  His  "Foreign 
Correspondent"  is  now  playing  at  the 
theatre  and  his  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home"  will  open  there  soon. 
Among  those  present  were  Monroe 

Greenthal,  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Her- 
man Wobber,  Robert  Gillham,  Ed 

Churchill,  Martin  Quigley,  Sam  Shain, 
Joan  Bennett  (Mrs.  Wanger),  Harry 
Kosiner,  Clarence  Ericksen,  John 
Leroy  Johnston,  Gladwin  Hill,  William 
Lass,  Dorothy  Masters,  Bosley  Crow- 
ther,  Cecelia  Ager,  Tom  Pryor,  Leo 
Mishkin,  William  Boehnel,  Herbert 
Cohn,  Kelsey  Allen,  Pete  Harrison, 
Ben  Shlyen,  Maurice  Kann  and  Jack Alicoate. 

SWG  to  Select  Slate 
Hollywood,  Oct.  1— Screen  Writ- 

ers Guild  nominating  committee  meets 
tomorrow  night  to  select  candidates 
for  the  annual  election  Nov.  13. 
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LITTLE  ONES 

They  Steal 

the  Show! 



ABOVE:  Leo,  Jr.  is  shown  in  the  new  ''frozen  motion"  photography  which  is  the  basis 

for  M-G-M's  revolutionary  contribution  to  Short  Subjects. 

A  STROKE  OF 

SHOWMANSHIP 

to  launch  M-G-M's  1940-41 

Season  of  Super  Short  Subjects 

Introducing  the  Sensational  Stroboscopic  photography 

in  PETE  SMITH'S  "QUICKER'N  A  WINK" 

As  usual  it  is  M-G-M  that  breaks  away  from  the 

routine!  We  know  that  showmanship  demands  new 

ideas  to  attract  folks  to  your  theatre.  Again  M-G-M 

does  the  unusual.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  movie 

audiences  can  see  the  unseen  .  .  .  action  too  fast 

for  the  human  eye  caught  in  "frozen  motion"  by 

Stroboscopic  photography  at  the  rate  of  2,000  indi- 

vidual pictures  per  second... here's  the  screen's  most 

sensational  development  since  the  advent  of  sound! 

Imagine  a  camera  capable  of  taking  pictures  up  to  one- hundred 
thousandth  of  a  second.  That's  Stroboscopic  photography  as  illus~ 
trated  below.  Note  how  the  kicker's  foot  penetrates  nearly  half 



LEO,  JR.  MAKES  BIG  ONES 

OUT  OF  LITTLE  ONES! 

Here's  His  M-G-M  Shorts  Line-up  For  1940-41 

6  CRIME  DOES  NOT  PAY — (Two-Reels)  Timely, 
thrilling  dramatizations,  several  based  on  nation- 

ally important  racket  investigations  currently  in  the 

news,  all  produced  with  higher  production  budgets 

than  average  independent  "B"  features! 

14  PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES— M-G-M's  amusing 

and  amazing  sound-track  wit  and  "unseen  star" 
presents  his  own  inimitable  collection  of  credos  and 

curios,  and  sundry  human  interest  material  high- 
lighted with  humor. 

9  PASSING  PARADE— John  Nesbitt's  extraor- 
dinary presentation  of  ordinary  events  pass  in  fas- 

cinating review.  An  excitingly  NEW  idea  in  short 

subjects --interesting  as  life  itself! 

10  MINIATURES — Significant  documentaries  of 

topical  interest  including  Carey  Wilson's  absorbing 
"What  Do  You  Think?"  excursions  into  mental 
phenomena  and  the  psychic  unknown! 

9  OUR  GANG  COMEDIES— For  20  years  audiences 
have  enjoyed  the  capers  of  this  group  of  typical 

American  youngsters.  Now  they're  better  than  ever! 

12  FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS — In  Technicolor. 
Patrons  will  find  a  world  of  entertainment  in  next 

season's  star-spangled  panorama  of  the  United 
States  and  America! 

18  M-G-M  CARTOONS — In  Technicolor.  Highly 
imaginative  and  thoroughly  delightful  animated 

drolleries  created  by  Hugh  Harman  and  Rudolph 

Ising  and  other  cartoon  geniuses. 

104  ISSUES  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY— A  real  NEWS 
reel,  now  more  than  ever,  with  the  largest  camera 

and  editorial  staff  in  its  brilliant  history.  Featuring 

JOHN  B.  KENNEDY'S  Front  Page,  BILL  STERN'S 

Sports  Page,  ADELAIDE  HAWLEY'S  W omens  Page! 

YOUR  FOLKS  ARE  WAITING  FOR  THE  NEW  METROSCOPIX 

(It 's  the  improved  successor  to  Audioscopix!) 

In  addition  to  the  great  line-up  of  '40  ̂ 41  Shorts  outlined 

above,  watch  for  M-G-M's  Super-Special  Attraction  entitled: 

"THIRD  DIMENSIONAL  MURDER" 

How  the  public  shrieked  and  laughed  at  M-G-M's  Audioscopix  Shorts.  Now  we  bring  them  a 
new  one,  vastly  improved,  that  tells  a  complete  story.  A  real  old  fashioned  mystery  melodrama 

in  third  dimension  that  will  lift  audiences  out  of  their  seats  with  excitement.  A  howling  success  1 



Printed  In  U.S. A 

FOR  DISTINGUISHED 

SERVICE  AT  THE 

BOX-OFFICE! 

Above  are  the  trophies  the  industry  has  award- 

ed Leo,  Jr.  in  recognition  of  his  superior  shorts 

producing  skill— an  average  of  better  than  four 

medals  per  year  for  the  past  ten  years  is  his 

enviable  record.  Proud  as  he  is  of  these  medals, 

Junior  is  prouder  still  of  the  extra  business  his 

shorts  have  brought  to  your  box-office ! 
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Warner  Trains  Off 

To  'Rockne'  Show 

(Continued  from  pane  1) 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whitney,  Jane  Wy- 
man,  Gale  Page,  Anita  Louise,  Ed 
Manson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack  Miller, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Schollert,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Wilkerson. 

Frank  C.  Walker  to  Attend 

|  Postmaster     General     Frank  C. 
talker  and  Mrs.  Walker,  and  Frank- Win  D.  Roosevelt,  Jr.,  will  head  the 

eastern  group,  which  will  be  in  charge 
of  Mort  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  in  the  East  for 
'  Warners.  Others  will  be :  Rudy  Val- 

lee,  Owen  Davis,  Jr.,  Aben  Kandel, 
Wally   Butterworth,   Parks  Johnson, 
Mr.  "and  Mrs.  Dan  Topping  (Sonja 
Henie),  Willie  Howard,  and  the  fol- 

lowing newspaper  representatives  from 
various  cities : 

Marjorie  Adams,  George  Beals,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Browning,  Gary 
Byrnes,  Howard  Barnes,  Bill  Corum, 
Harold  Cohen,  Joseph  V.  Connelly, 
Larry  Dame,  Peggy  Doyle,  Helen 
Eager,  S.  Fred  Dayton,  Windsor 
French,  Leo  Gaffney,  Jack  Gleason, 
William  Randolph  Hearst,  Jr.,  John 
Hesse,  John  Hutchens,  A.  S.  Kany, 
W.  A.  Keyes,  Karl  Krug,  Howard 
Lindsay,  Jack  Lait,  B.  J.  Lewis,  Ward 
Marsh,  Kasper  Monahan,  Dan  Mul- 
vey,  Mary  Mason,  Lee  Mortimer,  Dan 
Parker,  Damon  Runyan,  Ed  Sullivan, 
Mary  Sullivan,  Louis  Sobel,  Art 
Spaeth,  Don  Tranter,  George  Wil- 

liams, Dwight  Young,  Frank  Young, 
Jimmy  Sileo. 

Representatives  from  Warners 
Representing  Warners  are  the  fol- 

lowing :  From  the  home  office :  Mit- 
chell Rawson,  Harry  Goldberg,  Sid 

Rechetnik  and  Ralph  Budd ;  Joe  Feld- 
nian  from  Pittsburgh,  and  Manny 
Pearlstein  from  Cleveland. 

The  two  trains  will  meet  in  Chicago 
tomorrow  afternoon  and  proceed  to- 

gether to  South  Bend. 

Loew-Poli  Men  Meet 

On  'Argentine'  Plans 
New  Haven,  Oct.  1. — Selling  plans 

on  "Down  Argentine  Way,"  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox film,  were  discussed  at  a 

special  meeting  here  in  the  office  of 
Loew-Poli  theatres,  which  was  at- 

tended by  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Loew's advertising  and  publicity  head,  and 
Rodney  Bush,  20th'  Century-Fox  ex- ploitation and  publicity  manager. 
Various  types  of  campaigns  were 

outlined  for  the  managers  of  the 
houses,  which  will  play  the  film  be- 

fore national  release. 
Among  those  present  were :  Harry 

F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  man- 
ager;  Matt  Saunders  and  Otto  Es- 

posito,  Poli,  Bridgeport;  Robert  Rus- 
sell, Nat  Rubin  and  Jack  Brasil  of  the 

Poli,  New  Haven ;  Ed  Fitzpatrick  of 
the  Poli,  Waterbury;  Jack  Simons  of 
the  Poli  and  Lou  Cohen  of  the  Pal- 

ace, Hartford  ;  George  Freeman  of  the 
Poli,  Springfield ;  Joseph  Samartano 
of  the  Palace,  Meriden,  and  Lou 
Brown,  Loew-Poli  advertising  and 
publicity  manager.  Ben  Simon,  20th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager,  was 
also-  present. 

Dee  Lowrance  to  Para. 
Dee  Lowrance,  formerly  with  U.  A., 

who  has  been  on  the  Coast  several 
months,  is  visiting  here  prior  to  taking 
a  post  at  the  Paramount  studio  as 
fashion  publicity  director. 

U.  S.  Court  Decree  Hearing 

May  Be  Delayed  a  Few  Days 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
a  study  by  the  consenting  companies  of 
the  formal  legal  draft  of  the  decree 
completed  last  Saturday. 

Government  attorneys  said  yester- 
day that  copies  of  the  final  draft  will 

be  sent  to  exhibitor  representatives 
throughout  the  country  in  advance  of 
the  court  hearing  on  the  decree  in 
order  to  give  them  time  to  study  the 
document  and  prepare  their  views  ac- 

curately for  presentation  in  court.  All 
interested  exhibitors  will  be  invited  to 
attend  the  hearing  when  the  decree  is 
submitted  to  Judge  Goddard  for  ap- 

proval, Government  spokesmen  said. 
A  copy  of  the  decree  also  will  be  sent 
to  Judge  Goddard  in  advance  of  the 
hearing  in  order  that  he  may  familiar- 

ize himself  with  its  contents,  it  was 
said. 

Government  representatives 
said  that  they  did  not  believe 
United  Artists  and  Columbia 
"have  any  standing  in  the  de- 

cree proceedings"  which  would 
warrant  their  opposing  its  adop- 

tion in  court,  when  asked  to 
comment  on  the  possibility  of  a 
fight  against  the  decree  from 
those  sources.  That  action, 
based  on  their  onposition  to  the 
escape  clause  of  the  decree,  is 
under  consideration  by  both 
companies. 
Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that  the 

preamble  to  the  decree  is  so  worded 
as  to  eliminate  any  possibility  of  con- 

tempt or  triple  damage  actions  being 
instituted  against  the  consenting  com- 

panies later.  The  preamble  declares 
that  nothing  in  the  decree  can  be  con- 

strued as  an  admission  of  guilt  or  of 
violation  of  the  anti-trust  laws. 

Kansas  Exhibitor  Unit 

Opposes  Block-of-Five 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  1. — Directors  of 

the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres  Asso- 

ciation, representing  350  independent 
exhibitors,  unanimously  condemned 
the  block-of-five  sales  provision  of  the 
pending  Federal  consent  decree  at  a 
meeting  here  today. 

In  a  message  sent  to  Assistant  At- 
torney General  Thurman  Arnold,  the 

organization  asserted :  "We  are  con- 
vinced the  block-of-five  clause  will  dis- 

rupt the  even  flow  of  pictures  which  is 
vitally  necessary  in  the  conduct  of 
our  business,  and  will  materially  in- 

crease our  film  rental  which  has  at 
this  time  reached  the  saturation  point. 
We  recommend  retaining  entire  block 
sales  with  an  unconditional  20  per  cent 

elimination  privilege." 

MPTO  Renews  Attack 
On  Block,  Arbitration 

The  M.P.T.O.A.  yesterday  renewed 
its  attack  on  the  block-of-five  sales 
provision  and  the  arbitration  proposals 
of  the  consent  decree  in  a  bulletin  sent 
to  members  by  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 

dent. Both  provisions  were  criticized 
vigorously  by  the  exhibitor  organiza- 

tion which,  according  to  Kuykendall, 
will  intervene  as  "friend  of  the  court" in  an  effort  to  oppose  approval  of  the 
decree  in  its  present  form. 

Kuykendall  returned  to  his  Colum- 
bus, Miss.,  home  from  St.  Louis  yes- 

terday and  plans  to  leave  for  Wash- 
ington for  further  conferences  there 

with  Department  of  Justice  officials 
this  weekend  or  early  next  week. 

Cohen  Confers  on  Action 

Meanwhile,  Max  A.  Cohen,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  New  York,  affiliate 

of  the  M.P.T.O.A.,  conferred  yester- 
day with  his  attorney,  Jacob  Schech- 

ter,  regarding  the  organization's  plans 
for  intervening  in  the  court  proceed- 

ings to  oppose  adoption  of  the  decree. 
Indications  are  that  the  organization's action  will  be  decided  upon  within  the 
next  few  days. 

Congress  Passes 

Bill  on  Profits  Tax 

'Ramparts' Ban  Stays; 
M.  of  T.  Will  Appeal 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ment  of  freedom  of  speech  in  the 
board's  decision  and  rejected  the  con- tention that  the  film  is  a  newsreel. 
The  court  raised  objections  to  other 
sequences  in  the  film  as  well. 

De  Rochemont  Comments 

Commenting  on  the  court's  finding 
that  the  two  "Baptism  of  Fire"  reels 
were  "Nazi  fear  propaganda,"  Louis 
de  Rochemont,  March  of  Time  pro- 

ducer, stated  that  "the  court  has  not 
fully  realized  that  our  use  of  the  inter- 

polated material  from  the  German  film 
was  deliberately  such  as  to  transform 
a  piece  of  Nazi  propaganda  into  Amer- 

ican propaganda  of  the  clearest  and 
most  definite  kind." 

Pool  in  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  1. — Indianapo- 
lis Cooperative  Theatres  and  the  Can- 
tor circuit  have  joined  for  combined 

bookings  and  other  arrangements.  Co- 
operative includes  the  Belmont,  Ci- 

nema, Garfield,  Hollvwood,  Rex,  Ta- 
coma,  Talbott  and  Tuxedo.  Cantor 
circuit  has  the  Emerson,  Esauire, 
Parker,  Sheridan  and  Rivoli.  All  are 
neighborhoods. 

Frank  E.  Mason  May 

Leave  NBC  Shortly 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
He  won  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  Order 
of  the  Purple  Heart,  Officer  of  the 
Crown  decoration  of  Roumania  and 
a  citation  by  General  Pershing.  In 
1920  he  became  Berlin  correspond- 

ent for  International  News  Service, 
and  later  was  appointed  in  charge  of 
the  London  and  Paris  INS  bureaus. 
He  returned  to  the  United  States  as 
INS  business  manager  in  1927  and 
became  general  manager  and  then 
president  in  the  same  year. 

'Bagdad9  Will  Open  in 

Warm  Springs  Oct.  14 
Magazine  and  newspaper  represen- 

tatives will  be  taken  to  Warm 

Springs,  Ga.,  by  plane  for  the  world 

premiere  of  Alexander  Korda's  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad"  at  President  Roose- 

velt's Foundation  for  paralysis  vic- 
tims on  Oct.  14.  Sabu  and  June  Du- 

prez,  members  of  the  cast,  will  attend 
the  premiere  and  will  head  a  show 
for  the  70  paralysis  sufferers  at  the 
Foundation. 

Washington,  Oct.  1. — Acting  quick- 
ly in  an  effort  to  recess  at  the  end  of 

this  week,  Congress  today  passed  and 
sent  to  the  White  House  the  confer- 

ence report  on  the  excess  profits  tax 
bill. The  measure  increases  the  normal 
tax  of  corporations  to  22 1/10  per 
cent,  plus  the  10  per  cent  defense  tax 
superimposed  on  all  income  taxes,  and 
provides  for  excess  profits  levies 
ranging  from  25  to  50  per  cent. 
The  highly  involved  bill  on  which, 

members  of  the  House  declared,  ac- 
countants and  attorneys  will  prosper 

for  years  to  come,  provides  that  cor- 
porations basing  their  excess  profits 

tax  on  invested  capital  will  be  given 
a  credit  of  eight  per  cent,  instead  of 
the  seven  and  five  per  cent  provided 
by  the  House.  This  change  was  urged 
by  numerous  witnesses  before  the 
committees  in  charge  of  the  bill,  in- 

cluding J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman 
of  Universal  Pictures. 

Provision  also  is  made  for  the  re- 
lief of  corporations  having  bad  years 

during  the  base  period  and  those  which 
have  had  to  borrow  extensively  and 
thus  might  show  a  distorted  capital structure. 

Schools  Using  60 

Films,  Says  Hays 

French  Lick,  Ind.,  Oct.  1. — More 
than  60  films  prepared  by  the  indus- 

try from  its  regular  productions  are 
being  used  in  schools  in  building  sound 
American  citizenship,  Will  H.  Hays, 
president  of  the  M.P.P.D.A.,  told  the 
Indiana  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  in  session here  today. 

Hays  reviewed  the  industry's  part in  contributing  films  on  character 
building  and  educational  subjects  to 
schools  and  institutions  during  the 
past  10  years.  He  said  that  a  part- 

nership of  mutual  assistance  has  ex- 
isted between  the  industry  and  civic 

and  patriotic  organizations  for  the 
past  18  years. "Some  500  films  telling  the  story 
of  the  United  States  are  now  avail- 

able to  the  schools  and  are  being  used 

in  thousands  of  classrooms,"  he  said. 

Pete  Mayer  Joins  Mono. 
Pete  Mayer,  who  was  associate 

producer  for  "Lights  Out  in  Europe" and  formerly  West  Coast  manager  for 
Pathe  News,  has  left  by  plane  for 
Hollywood  where  he  will  be  associate 
producer  with  Sam  Katzman  at  Mono- 

gram. 
Competition 

JjrEEN  Charlie  Chaplin's rr  "The  Great  Dictator," 
United  Artists  release,  has  its 
dual  opening  at  the  Capitol 
and  Astor  on  Broadway,  Oct. 
15,  it  will  have  competition, 
in  the  form  of  the  new  Wilson 

electric  sign,  the  world's  lar- gest, containing  10,000  bulbs, 
which  will  be  unveiled  on  that 
evening  with  appropriate 
ceremonies. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

AIDED  somewhat  by  political  bookings,  gross  billings  for  the  two  NBC 
networks  mounted  17  per  cent  for  a  new  September  high  last  month 

with  $3,879,779  as  compared  with  $3,315,307  for  September,  1939.  The  Blue 
increased  32.4  per  cent  during  the  month  with  $747,774  gross  billings  while  the 
Red  was  up  13.9  per  cent  to  $3,132,005.  Cumulatively  for  the  first  nine 
months  the  Red  grossed  $28,673,091,  up  8.8  per  cent;  the  Blue,  $7,335,264, 
up  19.1  per  cent;  and  combined,  $36,008,355,  up  10.8  per  cent. 

•  •  • 
Bob  Elson,  sportscaster  of  WGN,  Chicago,  was  voted  the  best  baseball 

announcer  of  the  past  year  in  a  poll  of  sports  writers  a>nd  fans  conducted  by 
Sporting  News.  Elson  will  receive  a  trophy  in  a  special  broadcast  over  Mu- 

tual at  7:15  tonight  after  he  completes  a  World  Series  broadcast  in  Cincin- 
nati.  Red  Barber,  another  Mutual  sports  announcer,  won  last  year. 

•  •  • 
Facsimile  messages,  maps,  photos,  drawings  and  printed  matter  will 

be  transmitted  by  radio  from  an  airplane  in  flight  to  a  field  laboratory  in 
a  test  demonstration  at  Bendix,  N.  J.,  today.  W.  G.  E.  Finch,  president 
of  Finch  Telecommunications,  will  direct  the  demonstration.  A  ground 
crew  will  pick  up  the  signals  and  telephone  wires  will  carry  the  signals 
to  the  laboratories  in  Passaic. •  •  • 

Cooperative  Analysis  of  Broadcasting  (the  Crossley  rating)  today 
will  double  the  number  of  interviewing  periods  during  the  day  and  will  start 
a  schedule  of  700,000  telephone  interviews  annually  instead  of  500,000  as  at 
present.  Rates  will  be  increased  to  subscribers  on  a  graduated  scale  depend- 

ing on  the  amount  of  time  sold  or  bought.  This  is  the  fourth  increase  in 
service  made  by  CAB  since  its  inception  in  1930.  Instead  of  the  four  test- 

ing periods  now  in  use  in  33  major  centers  of  population,  eight  periods  will 
be  used;  9  and  11  A.M.,  and  1,  3,  5,  7  and  9  P.M.  The  increased  schedule 
was  justified  by  tests  made  during  the  past  year,  A.  W.  Lehman,  CAB  man- 

ager, said. •  •  • 

Local  time  sales  on  WJZ  increased  133  per  cent  during  September 
as  compared  with  the  same  month  last  year  and  WEAF  was  up  65  per  cent, 
James  V.  McConnell,  NBC  national  spot  and  local  sales  manager,  said  yes- 

terday. Combined  business  for  both  stations  showed  an  increase  of  95  per 
per  cent  over  the  same  month  last  year  and  the  total  for  the  first  nine  months 
is  66  per  cent  ahead  of  the  same  period  last  year.  Bookings  for  the  next 
three  months  are  exceptionally  good,  McConnell  said,  and  there  are  many 
long  term  contracts  on  hand.  At  present  WEAF  has  22  regular  local  spon- 

sors while  WJZ  has  15  regulars,  16  who  participate  in  "Woman  of  To- 
morrow" and  three  who  participate  in  "Breakfast  in  Bedlam." 

Seeks  Retention  of 

Present  Wave  Band 

Washington,  Oct.  1. — First  kick- 
back against  the  re-allocation  of  broad- 

casting stations  under  the  North 
American  Regional  Agreement,  an- 

nounced last  month  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  to  go 
into  effect  March  29,  next,  was  re- 

ceived at  the  commission  today  in 
the  form  of  an  application  from  Sta- 

tion KVAN,  Vancouver,  Wash.,  for 
permission  to  remain  on  880  kilocycles 
instead  of  moving  to  910  kilocycles. 

Seek  Lewistown,  Pa.,  Permit 

The  commission  also  received  an  ap- 
plication for  a  construction  permit 

for  a  new  1,500-kilocycles,  250-watt 
station  from  the  Lewistown  Broad- 

casting Co.,  Lewistown,  Pa.,  and  an 
amended  application  from  the  Brain- 
erd-Bemidji  Broadcasting  Co.,  Brain- 
erd,  Minn.,  asking  for  a  new  1,550- 
kilocycle,  1,000-watt  station,  instead 
of  1,230  kilocycles  with  500  watts 
night,  1,000  watts  day. 
Also  submitted  was  an  application 

by  Station  WREC,  Memphis,  for  in- 
crease of  night  power  from  1,000  to 

5,000  watts. 

Applies  for  FM  License 

Applications  for  new  FM  high  fre- 
quency stations  were  filed  by  William 

F.  Maag,  Jr.,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  on 
43,500  kilocycles  to  cover  12,304 
square  miles  with  a  population  of 
4,488,498 ;  WCAU  Broadcasting  Co, 
Philadelphia,  on  44,300  kilocycles  cov- 

ering 13,574  square  miles  with  a  popu- 
lation of  5,079,206;  Tom  M.  Bryan, 

Miami,  Fla.,  on  44,500  kilocycles  to 
cover  2,150  square  miles  with  a  popu- 

lation of  206,000,  and  National  Life 
and  Accident  Insurance  Co,  Nash- 

ville, Tenn,  on  44,500  kilocycles  to 
cover  16,000  square  miles  with  a  popu- 

lation of  857,270. 

Ambassador  Back 

To  Former  Policy 
St.  Louis,  Oct.  1. — The  five-week 

experiment  of  operating  the  Ambas- 
sador, downtown  first  run,  on  a  single- 

bill  reserved-seat  policy  has  been  un- 
successful and  the  theatre  has  reverted 

to  its  old  policy  of  continuous  shows 
under  the  old  admission  scale.  How- 

ever, it  will  continue  to  use  single  fea- 
tures. 

Harry  C.  Arthur,  Jr.,  general  man- 
ager for  Fanchon  &  Marco,  operators 

of  the  theatre,  said  the  experiment  had 
been  successful  up  to  the  point  of  ad- 

mission prices,  and  he  found  these 
were  unacceptable.  However,  so  grati- 

fying were  the  reports  of  patrons  con- 
cerning the  single  bill  that  this  policy 

will  be  maintained,  he  said. 
Under  the  arrangement,  the  Am- 

bassador's scale  was  35  cents,  50  cents 
and  75  cents.  The  reserved  seat  policy 
and  the  single  showing  at  night  have 
been  abandoned.  The  scale  of  prices 
now  is  28  cents,  39  cents,  44  cents  and 
56  cents — no  reserved  seats  and  con- 

tinuous showings. 

Union  Restrained 

From  Theatre  Suit 
Justice  Aron  Steuer  yesterday  in 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  restrained  the 
prosecution  of  a  suit  brought  by  Op- 

erators' Local  306  against  the  People's Cinema  in  Brooklyn,  until  the  union 
submits  its  dispute  to  arbitration.  The 
court  denied  an  injunction  to  restrain 
picketing. 

Providence  Group 

May  Be  Organized 
Providence,  Oct.  1.  —  Formation 

of  an  organization  among  the  man- 
agers of  downtown  film  houses  ap- 
peared probable  following  the  sugges- 

tion of  Charles  Kurtzman,  New  Eng- 
land division  manager  of  Loew's,  Inc., 

at  a  meeting  of  managers  held  in  the 
Strand  Theatre  office  of  Edward  L. 
Reed. 
The  managers  also  discussed  the 

possibility  of  staging  a  Downtown 
Theatre  Week  celebration.  Newspa- 

pers, stores,  restaurants  and  city  of- 
ficials would  be  asked  to  cooperate.  In 

addition  to  Kurtzman  and  Reed,  those 
taking  part  in  the  discussion  were  Ed- 

ward M.  Fay,  Bernard  Fay,  Albert  J. 
Clarke,  Edward  McBride,  George 
French  and  Sam  Kaufman,  all  man- 

agers of  downtown  theatres. 

French  Film  to  Open 
"The  Open  Road,"  French  film  star- 

ring Victor  Francen,  will  open  Fri- 
day at  the  55th  St.  Playhouse.  The 

film  was  produced  and  directed  by 
Fernand  Rivers.  It  is  released  in  this 
country  by  Robert  Mintz. 

Gets  Mohawk  Films 
International  Pictures  Distributing 

Corp,  of  which  J.  W.  Turner  is  presi- 
dent, has  acquired  the  19  features  of 

the  Mohawk  Film  Corp.  for  the  Phil- 
adelphia and  Washington  territories. 

Club  Election  Oct.  15 
Columbus,  O,  Oct.  1.— The  annual 

election  of  officers  of  the  local  Variety 
Club  will  be  held  Oct.  15.  Harry 
Schreibcr  is  chief  barker  of  the  club. 

DeMille  Backer  of 

Coin  Film  Project 
Hollywood,  Oct.  1. — With  Para- 

mount sanctioning  the  use  of  his  name 
as  one  of  the  two  principal  backers 
on  the  understanding  that  he  will  not 
actually  produce  the  films,  Cecil  B. 
DeMille  has  entered  the  ranks  of 
nickel  film  dispensers. 

Behind  Hollywood  Quality  Pictures, 
Inc.,  are,  in  addition  to  DeMille,  Neil 
S.  McCarthy,  attorney ;.  William  H. 
Pine,  _  DeMille,  general  manager,  and 
Morris  and  Frank  Kozinsky,  manufac- 

turers and  vendors  of  coin  operated 
devices.  Herbert  Moulton,  until  re- 

cently in  charge  of  Paramount  trailer 
production,  has  been  engaged  to  pro- 

duce the  three-minute  subjects.  De 
Mille's  name  will  not  appear  on  the 
films. 

Art  to  Open  Monday 
The  Art  Theatre,  new  550-seat 

house  at  8th  St.  and  University  Place, 
will  open  next  Monday,  with  the  first 
attraction  the  French  film,  "Whirl- 

pool." The  house  was  built  by  Her- man Weingarten,  and  will  be  managed 
by  Irving  H.  Ludwig. 

Releasing  French  Film 
The  first  Fall  release  of  Leo  Films, 

Inc.,  of  which  Nat  Sanders  is  presi- 
dent, will  be  a  French  film,  "Mayer- 

ling  to  Sarajevo."  Others  are  "Les Musicians  du  Ciel,"  "Les  Jumeaux 
de  Brighton"  and  "La  Dame." 

Herth  Trio  to  Roxy 
Milt  Herth  and  his  Herthquake 

Trio  begin  a  two-week  engagement 
at  Roxy  on  Friday. 

Equity  Moving  to 

Ban  Un- Americans 

Machinery  to  ban  members  or  sym- 
pathizers of  the  Communist,  Nazi  oi 

Fascist  parties  from  office  or  employ- 
ment in  Actors  Equity  was  set  in  mo- 

tion yesterday  by  the  Equity  Council 
A  resolution  calling  for  such  action 
was  passed  at  the  membership  meet- 

ing last  Friday  after  it  had  previously 
been  defeated  by  the  council,  but  tty 
council  reversed  its  action  yesterday.  '/  j 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  con-  ' suit  the  legal  department  on  amend' 

ments  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
to  put  the  resolution  into  effect.  The 
committee  is  headed  by  Winifred 
Lenihan,  who  sponsored  the  resolu- 

tion, Clyde  Fillmore  and  Alan  Hewitt. 
The  council  also  sent  out  to  Broad- 

way managers  the  new  basic  agree- ment covering  operations  until  Sept.  1, 
1941.  Ballots  on  the  Sunday  show 
referendum  will  be  counted  on  Nov.  1 
and  if  the  referendum  is  passed,  Sun- 

day shows  will  be  permitted  on  Broad- 
way on  Nov.  3. 

F.  P.  Canadian  Names 

Clearance  Members 
Toronto,  Oct.  1.  —  Thomas  J. 

Bragg,  Ben  Geldsaler  and  Morris 
Stein  have  been  named  as  the  three 
representatives  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  on  the  newly  created 
national  clearance  board  which  will 
draft  new  booking  rules  and  clearance 
schedules  for  all  Canada.  Eventually 
it  will  act  as  a  field  board  for  trade 
differences  arising  in  territories  under 
regional  board  jurisdiction. 

Independent  exhibitors  have  yet  to 
name  three  representatives,  one  for  the 
Independent  Theatres  Association  of 
Ontario,  and  one  each  for  Eastern 
Canada  and  the  Western  provinces. 
It  is  anticipated  all  three  independents 
will  be  Toronto  men  for  the  sake  of 
convenience. 

Associated  Screen 

News  Reorganized 
Montreal,  Oct.  1.  —  Under  a  re- 

organization of  Associated  Screen 

News,  Ltd,  Canada's  oldest  film  en- terprise, Ben  E.  Norrish,  founder  of 
the  company  and  present  managing 
director,  has  been  named  president. 
Sir  Edward  Beatty,  chairman  and 
president  of  the,  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  has  been  added  to  the  board 
of  directors. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  last  Sep- 
tember Associated  Screen  News  has 

been  working  with  both  the  National 
Film  Board  and  the  Canadian  Gov- 

ernment Motion  Picture  Bureau  at 
Ottawa,  turning  out  propaganda  films 
and  war  pictures. 

115  Members  Added 

To  Wardrobe  Local 
Hollywood,  Oct.  1.— Organizing  of  | 

studio  workers  under  the  A.F.L.  went 
into  high  gear  this  week  as  Aubrey 
Blair,  organizer,  announced  115  mem- 

bers would  be  admitted  to  the  ward- 
robe local.  The  local's  charter  has 

been  dormant  four  years.  Blair  is 
also  seeking  to  open  negotiations  for 
office  maintenance  employes. 

Kallet  Buys  Two  Houses 
Albany,  Oct.  1.  — Kallet  Circuit, 

which  "operates  out  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.,« 
has  taken  over  the  Norberry  in  El- 1 
lenville  and  the  Center  at  WoodbumJ 
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600  in  Trade 

Honor  Qnigley 

AtAmpaLunch 

Publisher   Lauds  Spirit 

Of  Cooperation 

By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 
Appreciation  to  industry  leaders  of 

the  past  quarter  century  was  expressed 
by  Martin  Quigley  for  their  approval 
of  and  assistance  to  his  editorial  ob- 

jectives in  motion  picture  trade  jour- 
nalism at  the  luncheon  tendered  him 

by  Ampa  at  the  Hotel  Edison  yester- 
day on  the  occasion  of  his  25th  anni- 

versary as  a  trade  paper  publisher. 
Approximately  600  members  of  the 

industry  attended  the  luncheon.  Nu- 
merous congratulatory  wires  were  re- 

ceived from  Hollywood  executives  and 
stars. 

"Those  who  have  been  in  po- 
sitions of  authority  in  this  busi- 
ness," Quigley  said,  "always, have  been  kindly,  helpful  and 

tolerant  toward  any  publication 
which  demonstrated  that  it  had 
the  best  interests  of  the  busi- 

ness in  mind." 
Sighting  Adolph  Zukor  in  the  audi- 

ence before  him,  Quigley  said  the 
Paramount  veteran  was  "a  distin- 

guished symbol  of  the  type  of  indus- 
try executive  I  have  sought  to  work 

{Continued  on  page  2) 

Weitman  Is  Head  of 

Lodge  Entertainment 
Robert  M.  Weitman,  manager  of 

the  Paramount  theatre,  has  been  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  entertainment 

committee  for  the  Cinema  Lodge's first  annual  banquet  and  ball  at  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  on  Oct.  26. 
On  Weitman's  committee  are :  Vic- 

tor Blau,  Jesse  Block,  Phil  Bloom, 
Zev  Epstein,  Ed  Fishman,  Harry  A. 
Gourfain,  Harry  Kalcheim,  Jesse 
Kaye,  William  Kent,  Ted  Lewis,  Abe 
Lyman,  Harry  Mayer,  Michael  Ni- 
dorf,  Milton  Pickman,  Emanuel  Sacks, 
Edward  Sherman  and  Michael  Todd. 

Stockholders  Name 

Monogram's  Board Monogram  stockholders  at  a  meet 
ing  yesterday  reelected  the  following 
as  directors  for  the  coming  year: 
Scott  R.  Dunlap,  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
Thomas  Loach,  John  Mangham,  Sam- 

uel Broidy,  O.  Henry  Briggs,  Trem 
Carr,  Col.  T.  C.  Davis  and  M.  C. 
Travis.  Loach,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  the  company,  presided  at 
the  session. 

World  Series  Hits 
Cincinnati  Houses 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  2. — Theatre 
attendance  suffered  here  to- 

day, as  thousands  of  tran- sients crowded  the  city  for 

the  opening  of  the  World's Series  between  Cincinnati 
and  Detroit. 

Other  business  besides  the- 
atres was  practically  at  a 

standstill  except  hotels  and 
restaurants.  The  same  situ- 

ation is  expected  to  prevail 
tomorrow,  and  a  decline  is 
expected  at  the  weekend  as 
a  result  of  an  exodus  of  Cin- 

cinnati fans  to  Detroit  for 
the  following  games. 

Bands  Ask  Petrillo 

Aid  in  Music  Fight 

Leaders  of  "name"  bands  moved 
yesterday  to  enlist  the  services  of 
James  C  Petrillo,  American  Federa- 

tion of  Musicians  president,  to  save 
them  from  being  "put  in  the  middle" 
of  the  current  dispute  between  broad- 

casters, Ascap  and  Broadcast  Music, 
Inc.  At  a  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
with  officials  of  Local  802  of  the 
A.F.M.,  the  leaders  called  upon  the 
union  heads  to  bring  about  some  settle- 

ment which  would  avoid  the  scrapping 
of  extensive  music  libraries. 

Jack  Rosenberg,  802  president,  told 
the  leaders  that  the  union  had  no  in- 

terest in  either  Ascap  or  BMI  and 
was  willing  to  support  its  members  in 
any  controversy.  A  committee  headed 
by  Eddy  Duchin  and  including  Fred 
Waring,  Johnny  Green,  Meyer  Davis, 
Ben  Cutler  and  Nat  Schilkret  was  ap- 

pointed to  meet  with  Rosenberg  for 
the  purpose  of  working  out  details. 
Later,  the  committee  will  make  a  di- 

rect appeal  for  help  to  Petrillo. 

'Dictator'  to  Play 

In  London  at  Two 

Theatres  at  Once 

In  London,  Charlie  Chaplin's  "The Great  Dictator"  will  be  presented 
simultaneously  at  the  Gaumont  and  the 
Odeon  Theatres,  the  former  on  a  re- 

served seat  policy,  and  the  latter  on  a 
continuous,  popular  priced  policy,  it 
was  announced  yesterday  by  Arthur 
W.  Kelly,  vice-president  of  United 
Artists  and  chief  of  that  company's 
foreign  department. 

U.A.  sales  terms  on  the  film  in  Eng- 
land will  be  "in  keeping  with  current 

theatre  conditions  there,"  Kelly  stated, 
and  it  is  expected  that  a  master  print 
being  prepared  for  British  use  will  be 
ready  for  shipment  in  about  10  days. 

Kelly  further  stated  that  Chaplin 
"believes  it  is  a  duty  and  a  privilege 
to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  pro- mote the  morale  of  the  British  people 
in  this  period  of  crisis  through  the 
healing  qualities  of  hearty  laughter. 
We  realize  also  that  exhibitors  there 
are  making  a  heroic  effort  to  carry  on 
the  battle  of  business  in  the  midst  of 
the  war  and  should  receive  every  en- 

couragement and  suport  to  keep  their 

theatres  open." 

Reach  Final 

Agreement  on 

Decree  Form 

Consenting  Companies  to 
Sign  in  Washington 

Rockne  Celebration 

In  South  Bend  Today 
South  Bend,  Oct.  2. — Numerous 

industry  personalities  and  press  repre- 
sentatives are  scheduled  to  arrive  here 

tomorrow  for  the  three-day  Knute 
Rockne  celebration,  which  will  be 
climaxed  by  the  world  premiere  Fri- 

day of  the  Warner  film,  "Knute  Rock- 
ne— All  American,"  and  a  grand  ball. 

The  groups  from  New  York  and  Los 
Angeles  will  meet  in  Chicago  and 
then  continue  on  here. 

A  banquet  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Rockne 
will  take  place  tomorrow  night.  This 
will  be  highlighted  by  a  message  from 
President  Roosevelt  read  by  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt,  Jr.  At  the  ball,  the 
grand  march  will  be  led  by  Knute 
Rockne,  Jr.,  and  Gail  Page,  featured 
in  the  film. 

Republic  Will  Open 

Mystery  in  Atlanta 
Atlanta,  Oct.  2. — The  premiere  of 

Republic's  "Who  Killed  Aunt  Mag- 
gie," from  Medora  Field  Perkerson's mystery,  will  be  held  here  Oct.  17  at the  Rialto. 

The  opening  is  scheduled  for  11 :30 
P.  M.,  with  all  the  trimmings  of  a 
Hollywood  premiere,  including  bright 
lights,  visiting  officials  and  the  like. 
Miss  Perkerson,  resident  of  this 

city,  will  be  the  honored  guest  at  the 

premiere.  All  members  of  the  film's cast  have  been  invited  to  attend  by 
Mayor  Hatsfield  of  Atlanta.  They 
will  fly  to  the  opening  from  Holly- 
wood. 

'Fantasia'  to  Open 

Here  November  13 

The  Walt  Disney  feature,  "Fan- tasia," will  have  its  world  premiere  on 
Nov.  13  at  the  Broadway  theatre  here. 
It  will  be  the  only  theatre  in  which 
the  film  will  be  shown  in  New  York. 

After  the  opening  night,  the  film 
will  be  shown  twice  daily  on  a  re- 

served seat  policy.  Matinee  prices  will 
be  scaled  from  55  cents  to  $1.10  week- 

days, and  55  cents  to  $1.65  on  Satur- 
day, Sunday  and  holidays.  Evening 

prices  throughout  the  week  will  be 
scaled  from  75  cents  to  $2.20. 

With  all  differences  of  views  on 
the  proposed  Federal  consent  decree 
resolved  yesterday  by  attorneys  for 
the  Government  and  the  consenting 
companies,  formal  approval  of  the 
draft  by  both  sides  is  scheduled  to  be 
given  at  a  joint  meeting  to  be  held 
in  Washington  either  tomorrow  or next  Tuesday. 

The  meeting,  originally  scheduled 
for  tomorrow,  may  be  deferred  until 
Tuesday  due  to  the  Jewish  holidays 
and  the  absence  of  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Thurman  Arnold  from  Wash- 

ington. Arnold  will  not  arrive  from 
the  West  Coast  until  the  weekend. 
Regardless  of  which  day  is  set  for  the 
meeting,  the  hearing  on  the  decree 
scheduled  for  Monday  before  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  will  be 
postponed  until  the  following  Monday, 
Oct.  14. 
Robert  Sher,  James  Hayes  and 

Robert  Wright,  Assistant  Attorneys 
General,  will  leave  for  Washington 
today,  and  after  Department  of  Jus- (Continncd  on  page  7) 

Roosevelt  to  Make 

Five  for  Bronston 

Hollywood,  Oct.  2. — Samuel  Bron- 
ston, president  of  Samuel  Bronston Productions,  Inc.,  today  signed  James 

Roosevelt  to  produce  five  films  for  his 
organization,  which  in  turn  will  use 
Roosevelt's  release  franchise  with 
United  Artists  to  distribute  them. 

The  deal  will  not  include  "Pot  o' Gold,"  in  which  James  Stewart,  Paul- 
ette  Goddard  and  Horace  Heidt  will 
be  starred,  and  which  Roosevelt  will 
produce  directly  for  United  Artists release. 

The  first  of  the  Bronston-Roosevelt 

group  will  be  Jack  London's  novel, "Martin  Eden,"  with  Lloyd  Bacon 
directing.  Bronston  said  today  all  the 
films  will  carry  high  budgets  and  that 
Henry  Henigson  has  signed  as  produc- 

tion manager.  Henigson  also  is  pro- 
duction manager  for  Roosevelt's  Globe Productions,  which  makes  slot  ma- 

chine films  for  Mills  Novelty  Co.  ma- 
chines. The  deal  came  through  a  re- 

adjustment of  the  original  agreement 
between  Roosevelt  and  Bronston,  who 
merged  production  forces  for  feature 

pictures. 
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As  Ampa  Honors  Martin  Quigley 

As  the  Ampa  paid  tribute  to  Martin  Quigley  at  the  Edison  Hotel  yes- 
terday, the  photographer  caught  this  informal  picture.  From  left  to 

right,  at  the  table,  are:  Howard  Dietz,  who  introduced  the  guest  of 
honor;  Martin  Quigley,  and  Leon  Bamberger,  president  of  the  Ampa, 
at  the  microphone.  Below,  left  to  right,  are:  Mike  Simons,  Sam  Rinzler 
and  E.  K.  O'Shea. 

Martin  Quigley  Honored 

On  His  25th  Anniversary 

Personal 

Mention 

IOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  Howard 
j  Strickling  will  leave  for  the 

Coast  tomorrow  after  a  brief  visit  to 
the  M-G-M  home  office. 

• 
George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of 

RKO,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  studio 
Oct.  11. 

• 
E.  Brule  Johnson,  president  of 

General  Register  Corp.,  is  recuperat- 
ing at  his  home  after  having  been 

taken  ill  while  on  a  recent  trip  to  the 
Coast. 

o 
Homer  B.  Snook,  sales  manager  of 

RCA  Photophone,  is  recuperating  after 
an   appendicitis   operation  performed 
while  on  a  recent  visit  to  the  Coast. 

• 

Irving  Liner,  manager  of  Proctor's, 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  only  surviving  member 
of  the  famous  "Lost  Battalion"  in  the 
Albany  area,  attended  the  annual  re- 

union dinner  of  the  group  here. 
• 

Arthur  Loew,  Herman  Wobber, 
Morris  Gest,  Sidney  Phillips,  Otto 
Preminger.  Arthur  Mayer,  Joseph 
Rosthal,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Rob- 

ert Rice  and  John  Golden  having 
lunch  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 
Harry  L.  Gold,  Rube  Jackter, 

Milton  Berle  and  Arthur  Silver- 

stone  lunching  yesterday  at  Lindy's (next  to  the  Rivoli). 
• 

Oscar  Hammersteix,  Sigmund 
Romberg,  Owen  Davis,  William  Orr, 
Alfred  McCosker,  George  Weltner, 
Fred  Lange,  Irving  Caesar  and 
George  Skouras  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday  for 
lunch. 

• 

Al  Altman,  Sam  Citron,  Doug- 
las Rothacker  and  Jeffrey  Bern- 

erd  at  the  Tavern  for  lunch  yesterday. 
• 

Hal  Horne,  Louis  Bernstein,  Sol 
Bornstein,  Harry  Link  and  Arthur 
Gottlieb  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.). 

Trade  Aids  Canada 

Red  Cross  Campaign 
Toronto,  Oct.  2. — Industry  execu- 

tives are  aiding  in  the  $5,000,000  ap- 
peal of  the  Canadian  Red  Cross,  un- 

der the  auspices  of  the  Canadian  Pic- 
ture Pioneers. 

A  subcommittee  which  is  canvassing 
exchanges  includes :  Gordon  Light- 
stone,  chairman ;  Paul  Nathanson, 
Frank  O'Bryne,  Louis  Rosenfeld, Herbert  Allen  and  E.  H.  Wells.  The 
National  subcommittee  on  theatre  sub- 

scriptions includes :  Nat  Taylor,  chair- 
man ;  Sam  Fine,  Ben  Geldsaler,  Harry 

Firestone,  Jules  Bernstein,  Harry 
Alexander,  Harry  Ginsler,  Richard 
Main  and  M.  L.  Axler. 

Schenck  Trial  Nov.  15 
Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy  yes- 

terday fixed  trial  of  the  Government 
tax  suit  against  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
and  Joseph  H.  Moskowitz  for  Nov. 
15  by  request  of  all  parties.  Defend- 

ants will  be  notified  by  Oct.  15  as  to 
which  of  two  indictments  the  Govern- 

ment will  proceed  with  first. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
with    through    the    years    and  from 
whom  hearty  cooperation  has  been  re- 

ceived on  all  matters  aimed  for  in- 
dustry betterment. 

"I  never  approached  him  with  any 
project  for  the  betterment  of  the  in- 

dustry," the  publisher  said  of  Zukor, 
"that  I  did  not  receive  not  only  his 
hearty  approval  but  his  active  co- 

operation. I  commend  him  and  his 
type  as  an  example  and  an  encourage- 

ment to  the  younger  members  of  the 
industry,  particularly  those  whose  re- 

sponsibility it  is  to  promote  the  motion 

picture." 
After  expressing  his  appreciation  to 

Ampa  and  its  guests  for  the  reception 
accorded  him,  Quigley  reviewed  his 
first  association  with  the  industry  as 
a  trade  paper  publisher,  observing 
that  at  no  time  has  he  had  "any  doubt 
or  hesitation"  over  the  career  he 
chose. 
'What  I  have  done,"  he  said,  "was 

done  with  honesty  of  purpose.  Its 
cordial  reception  by  the  industry  will 
remain  with  me  as  a  great  and  con- 

tinuing source  of  satisfaction." 
"The  job — publication-wise — ,"  he 

remarked,  "could  not  have  been  done 
where  there  was  not  a  free  press." 

Purpose  to  Render  Service 

"I  have  never,"  observed  Quigley, 
"indulged  in  any  illusion  that  I  was 
running  anybody's  affairs  but  my  own. But  as  to  my  editorial  efforts  I  have 
indulged  in  the  precise  conviction  that 
the  job  I  had  to  do  could  best  be  done 
by  myself  and  my  associates  and  no 
one  else. 

"I  have  always  recognized  that  the 
reason  for  my  editorial  existence  was 
to  render  a  service  in  support  of,  in 
promotion  of,  and  in  defense  of  the 
motion  picture  and  the  industry.  With 
no  authority  whatever  for  the  position, 

I  have  always  construed  any  attack  on 
the  motion  picture  or  the  industry  as 
an  attack  on  me  and  my  work. 

"I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  1 
have  advocated  only  the  best  and  op- 

posed only  the  worst — but  for  better 
or  for  worse,  what  has  been  done, 
has  been  done  with  honesty  and  sin- cerity of  purpose. 

"In  these  25  years  I  have  received 
not  only  cooperation  but  hearty  en- 

couragement on  every  scheme  pro- 
posed for  the  betterment  of  the  mo- 

tion picture  and  the  business." 
Quigley  was  introduced  by  Howard 

Dietz,  advertising  and  publicity  direc- 
tor of  Loew's,  who  described  himself 

as  "a  friend  of  Martin  Quigley's  for 
many  years,  during  which  time  we 
have  seldom  agreed  on  anything — even 
the  amount  of  advertising  space 
M-G-M  should  take  in  his  papers." 

Too  Late  to  'Go  Straight' 
Dietz  observed  that  Quigley  "started 

in  the  industry  about  the  same  time 
the  industry  started — and  it's  too  late 
for  him  to  'go  straight'  now. In  closing  his  remarks,  he  said  he 
was  bestowing  on  Quigley  "the  high- est honor  that  can  be  bestowed — the 
Sacred  Order  of  Leo." 
A  huge,  be-ribboned  gift  box,  in- 

scribed "From  M-G-M  to  Martin," was  borne  to  the  dais  and  a  live  lion 
cub  removed  from  its  interior. 

Terry  Ramsaye,  editor  of  Motion 
Picture  Herald,  recalled  his  early  as- 

sociations with  the  publisher  when 
both  were  reporters  for  the  Chicago 
Tribune.  Their  acquaintance  was  re- 

newed, Ramsaye  related,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Chicago  from  New  York  to 

establish  offices  there  for  the  old  Mu- 
tual Film  company. 

"It  was  an  experiment  to  see  how 
far  a  motion  picture  company  could 
move  from   Wall   Street,"  Ramsaye 

explained.    "We  moved  too  far." 
Quigley  was  just  beginning  his  pub- 

lishing career  in  Chicago  at  the  time. 
Ramsaye  recalled  that  in  1915  Quig- 

ley already  was  campaigning  editori- 
ally for  higher  admission  prices,  long- 

er runs,  against  censor  boards  and  was 
supporting  Samuel  Goldwyn's  fight 
against  overproduction. 
With  the  trade  paper  merger  of 

1930,  Ramsaye  became  editor  of  Mo- tion Picture  Herald.  Their  relations 
have  remained  much  the  same  since, 
Ramsaye  said,  "with  this  exception — 
I'm  going  to  press  tonight  as  usual, 
and  he's  going  to  North  Carolina,  fox 

hunting." 
Many  Wires  Received 

Leon  Bamberger,  Ampa  president, 
referred  to  the  capacity  attendance  as 
"a  tribute  to  the  guest  of  honor."  He 
appealed  to  the  industry  leaders  who 
were  present  to  give  Ampa  their  sup- 

port, asserting  that  the  organization 
had  demonstrated  its  worthiness  by 
remaining  active  and  continuing  its 
growth  and  work  for  so  many  years. 
Among  the  wires  received  from  in- 

dustry figures  out  of  town  were  those 
from  the  following:  Will  H.  Hays, 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
Charles  Chaplin,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Spyros  Skouras,  A. 
M.  Botsford,  Mitchell  Leisen,  William 
Le  Baron,  Nate  Spingold,  Harold 
Lloyd;  David  Bernstein,  A.  W.  Smith, 
Walt  Disney,  J.  J.  Nolan,  Harry  Cohn, 
Cliff  Work,  Sol  Lesser,  Sol  M.  Wurt- 
zel,  William  Goetz,  Harry  Edington, 
Henry  Ginsberg,  Arthur  Hornblow, 
W.  Ray  Johnston,  Matthew  J.  Fox, 
Earl  J.  Hudson  and  Bing  Crosby. 
Also:  William  Pine,  Fred  Mac- 

Murray,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Jack  Benny, 
Robert  Cummings,  Andy  Devine,  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas,  Wesley  Ruggles,  Made- 
lein  Carroll,  Gene  Autry,  Judy  Cano- 
va,  Roy  Rogers,  Gabe  Yorke,  W.  M. 
Meiklejohn,  T.  E.  Mortensen,  Zasu 
Pitts,  Boris  Karloff,  Gene  Towne  and 
Graham  Baker,  Boris  Morros,  Alice 
Faye,  Don  Ameche,  Tyrone  Power, 
Anna  Neagle,  Kay  Kyser,  Bob  Cros- 

by, W.  C.  Fields,  Ginger  Rogers, 
Deanna  Durbin,  David  Butler,  Robert 
H.  Poole,  Cliff  Lewis,  Phil  Reisman, 
Eddie  Dowling  and  J.  J.  Murdock. 

Seated  at  Dais 

On  the  dais  at  the  luncheon  were : 
Quigley,  Bamberger,  Dietz,  Ramsaye, 
Colvin  Brown,  Sam  Shain,  Abel 
Green,  Eli  Sugarman,  Pete  Harrison, 
Jack  Alicoate,  Jay  Emanuel,  Red 
Kann,  Chester  Bahn,  Charles  Lewis, 
Ben  Shlyen,  Lionel  Toll  and  Mo  Wax. 
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Here  comes  a  glamorous 

new  world  of  talent, 

youth,  beauty  and  song, 

♦  ♦  ♦ 



GEORGE  ABBOTT'S  TERRIFIC  BEOADWAYj 

K'issable  co-eds  by  the  score  ♦  ♦ ♦  romance  sparkling  in  a 

river  of  rhythm  ♦  ♦ .  Fan,  fight  football— even  cowboysl 

.  . .  More  storgt  more  songs,  more  dancing,  more  laughs, 

more  of  everything  folks  want  than  you've  ever  had  in 
a  musicall .  . ,  AND  THAT  KIND  OF  A  SHOW  IS 

BIGGEST  BOX-OFFICE  OF  ALL,  RIGHT  NOWL 



with  top  talent  from  the  stage  show  and  Hollywood 

LUCILLE  BALL*  RICHARD  CARLSON  •  ANN 

MILLER  •  EDDIE  BRACKEN  •  FRANCES 

LANGFORD  •  DESI  ARNAZ  •  HAL  LEROY 

Produced  and  Directed  by  GEORGE  ABBOTT HARRY  E.  EDINGTON,  Executioe  Producer 
Screen  Play  by  JOHN  TWIST 

K  O 

RADIO 

IF 



*" stop- ^  _ 

\  Ginger  Rogers,  as  America's white-collar  Girl,  in  Christo- 

pher Morley 's '  'Kitty  Foyle, ' ' now  in  production  as  one  of 
the  forthcoming  big  RKO 
RADIO  shows,  which  include 
pictures  like  Carole  Lombard 
and  Charles  Laughton  in 
"They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted"  — Kay  Kyser  and 

his  band  in '  'You'll  Find  Out" —Anna  Neagle  in  "No,  No 
Nanette"  and  Orson  Welles 

in  "Citizen  Kane." 
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Off  the  Antenna 

CBS  and  Mutual  showed  marked  increases  in  gross  billings  during  Sep- 
tember, with  the  first  nine  months'  cumulative  figures  well  in  advance 

of  last  year.  During  September,  CBS  grossed  $3,108,448,  a  rise  of  21.3  per 
cent  over  the  same  month  last  year  and  $29,512,875  for  the  first  nine  months, 
up  22.1  per  cent. 
MBS  gross  billings  for  September  were  $283,463,  up  34.6  per  cent  while  the 

nine-month  gross  was  up  23.1  percent  to  $2,777,833. 
•  •  • 

General  Electric  Co.  has  assumed  operation  of  WYG,  Schenectady,  al- 
though it  ivill  continue  to  be  serviced  with  programs  by  NBC.  The  policy 

is  along  the  same  lines  which  caused  W estinghouse  to  assume  operation  of 
its  stations.  KOA,  Denver,  and  KGO,  San  Francisco,  both  of  which  are 
oivned  by  General  Electric,  will  not  be  affected  by  the  new  policy  since  NBC 
is  the  licensee  of  both  stations. 

•  •  • 

First  prize  for  the  best  radio  news  reporting  among  foreign  correspond- 
ents covering  the  war  was  awarded  to  Edward  R.  Murro,  CBS  corre- 

spondent in  London,  by  the  Overseas  Press  Club  yesterday.  A  type- 
writer with  an  engraved  plate  was  given  to  Paul  W.  White,  CBS  director 

of  public  affairs,  for  transmission  to  Murro.  William  L.  Shirer,  CBS 
Berlin  correspondent,  was  runner-up. 

•  •  • 

WKIP,  Poughkeepsie,  will  become  the  203rd  NBC  aff  iliate  Sunday  when 
it  joins  the  Blue  network  as  a  bonus  outlet  for  WABY,  Albany.  WKIP 
operates  on  1,420  k.c.  with  250  watts,  unlimited  time.  The  basic  rate  is  $6 
per  hour  nights. 

•  •  • 

Mutual's  sales  promotion  department  has  been  awarded  first  prize  by 
the  Direct  Mail  Advertisers  Association  for  the  network's  direct  mail 
campaign  to  agencies  and  sponsors. 

•  •  • 

WCAB,  the  CBS  short  wave  station  in  Philadelphia,  will  broadcast  all 
house  games  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  football  team.  The  broad- 

casts will  be  in  Spanish  and  beamed  to  Latin  America.  A  half  hour  before 
game  time  will  be  devoted  to  explaining  the  game  of  football  to  the  South 
American  audience. 

AFRA,  Network 

Dispute  Is  Settled 

Dispute  between  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Radio  Art- 
ists, major  networks  and  sta- tions in  New  York,  Chicago, 

Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran- cisco concerning  wages  for 
performers  on  sustaining 
shows  was  settled  amicably 
last  night.  Terms  were  not 
revealed. 

STATEMENT   OF  THE  OWNERSHIP, 
s     MANAGEMENT,  CIRCULATION, 

ETC.,  REQUIRED  BY  THE  ACTS 
OF  CONGRESS  OF  AUGUST  24, 

1912,    AND    MARCH    3,  1933 
Of  Motion  Picture  Daily,  published  daily, 
except    Saturdays,    Sundays    and  holidays, 
at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  Oct.  1,  1940. 
State  of  New  York  ( 
County  of  New  York  j 

Before  me,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
the  State  and  county  aforesaid,  personally 
appeared  Theo.  J.  Sullivan,  who,  having 
been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  the  Business  Manager 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Daily  and  that 
the  following  is,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief,  a  true  statement  of  the  owner- 

ship, management  (and  if  a  daily  paper, 
the  circulation),  etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  pub- lication for  the  date  shown  in  the  above 
caption  required  by  the  Act  of  August  24, 
1912,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  March  3. 
1933.  embodied  in  section  537,  Postal  Laws 
and  Regulations,  printed  on  the  reverse  of 
this  form,  to  wit: 

1.  That  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
publisher,  editor,  managing  editor,  and  busi- ness managers  are: 
Publisher  and  Editor-in-Chief,  Martin 

Quigley,  1270  Sixth  Avenue,  N.  Y.  City. 
Editor,  Sam  Shain,  1270  Sixth  Avenue, 

N.  Y.  City. 
Managing  Editor.  Alfred  L.  Fmestone, 

1270  Sixth  Avenue,  N.  Y.  City. 
Business  Manager,  Theo.  J.  Sullivan, 

1270  Sixth  Avenue,  N.  Y.  City. 
2.  That  the  owner  is:  (If  owned  by  a 

corporation,  its  name  and  address  must  be 
stated  and  also  immediately  thereunder  the 
names  and  addresses  of  stockholders  owning 
or  holding  one  per  cent  or  more  of  total 
amount  of  stock.  If  not  owned  by  a  cor- 

poration, the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
individual  owners  must  be  given.  If  owned 
bv  a  firm,  company,  or  other  unincorporated 
concern,  its  name  and  address,  as  well  as 
those  of  each  individual  member,  must  be 
given.) 

Quigley  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  1270 
Sixth  Avenue,  N.  Y.  City. 
Martin  Ouigley,  1270  Sixth  Avenue, 

N.  Y.  City. 
Gertrude  S.  Ouiglev,  1270  Sixth  Avenue, 

N.  Y.  City. 
Colvin  W.  Brown.  1270  Sixth  Avenue. 

N.  Y.  City. 
3.  That  the  known  bondholders,  mort- 

gagees, and  other  security  holders  owning 
or  holding  1  per  cent  or  more  of  total  amount 
of  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securities  are: 
(If  there  are  none,  so  state.) None. 
4.  That  the  two  tjaragraphs  next  above, 

giving  the  names  of  the  owners,  stockholders, 
and  security  holders,  if  any,  contain  not  only 
the  list  of  stockholders  and  security  holders 
as  they  appear  upon  the  books  of  the  com- pany but  also,  in  cases  where  the  stockholder 
or  security  holder  appears  upon  the  books 
of  the  company  as  trustee  or  in  any  other 
fiduciary  relation,  the  name  of  the  person 
or  corporation  for  whom  such  trustee  is 
acting,  is  given;  also  that  the  said  two 
paragraphs  contain  statements  embracing 
affiant's  full  knowledge  and  belief  as  to -the circumstances  and  conditions  under  which 
stockholders  and  security  holders  who  do  not 
appear  upon  the  books  of  the  company  as 
trustees,  hold  stock  and  securities  in  a  ca- 

pacity other  than  that  of  a  bona  fide  owner; 
and  this  affiant  has  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  other  person,  association,  or  cor- 

poration has  any  interest  direct  or  indirect 
in  the  said  stock,  bonds,  or  other  securities 
than  as  so  stated  by  him. 

5.  That  the  average  number  of  copies  of 
each  issue  of  this  publication  sold  or  dis- 

tributed, through  the  mails  or  otherwise, 
to  paid  subscribers  during  the  twelve  months 
preceding  the  date  shown  above  is  5,014. 
(This  information  is  required  from  daily 
publications  only.) 

Theo.  J.  Sullivan, 
Business  Manager. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this 
30th  day  of  September,  1940. 

Anna  Milbert, 
(seal)  Notary  Public  N.  Y.  Co. 

No.  210,  Reg.  No.  2M401. 
1  My  commission  expires  Mar.  30,  1942). 

Pa.  Games  Ruling 

Expected  Shortly 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  2. — A  ruling  on 

the  legality  of  theatre  Bank  Night  is 
expected  to  be  made  by  the  State  Su- 

perior Court  following  argument  be- 
fore the  court  on  an  appeal  of  J.  C. 

Lund,  operator  of  the  State  and 
Strand,  in  Aliquippa,  Pa. 
Lund  was  held  guilty  by  the  lower 

court  of  conducting  an  illegal  lottery 
in  awarding  Bank  Night  prizes  to  pa- 

trons of  both  houses. 

Auten  Suit  Settled 
Settlement  of  the  suit  of  Maurice 

Manger  and  Marcel  Coutant  as  trus- 
tees of  Societe  Pathe  Cinema  S.  A. 

against  Harold  Auten  has  been  filed 
in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court.  Auten  must 
pay  $3,000  and  surrender  prints  and 
negatives  of  seven  films  produced  by 
the  plaintiff.  The  suit  charged  Auten 
had  failed  to  account  for  the  proceeds 
of  films  received  under  a  contract 
which  gave  the  defendant  U.  S.  dis- 

tribution rights. 

Dunn  Gets  NBC  Post 

Ashton  Dunn,  formerly  superinten- 
dent of  training  in  NBC's  personnel division,  has  been  appointed  personnel 

manager,  V.  J.  Gilcher,  director  of  the 
general  service  department,  announced 
yesterday. 

Power  Gain  to  WNEW 

WNEW  was  granted  a  power  in- 
crease to  5,000  watts  full  time  by  the 

FCC,  it  was  announced  yesterday.  A 
new  transmitter  will  be  erected  at 
Carlstadt,  N.  J.,  within  three  months, 
it  was  said.  WNEW  now  operates 
on  5,000  watts  day  and  1,000  at  night. 

Ford  Will  Produce 

'Judge  Priest'  Films 
Hollywood,  Oct.  2. — Charles  E. 

Ford,  former  editor  of  Universal 
Newsreel,  has  acquired  the  film  rights 
to  Irvin  S.  Cobb's  "Judge  Priest" 
stories  and  plans  to  produce  three  an- 

nually, with  Bob  Burns  in  the  title role. 

Cobb's  stories  had  been  filmed  by 
20th  Century-Fox  with  the  late  Will 
Rogers,  but  the  rights  reverted  to  the 
author  on  Rogers'  death.  Ford  has  not 
set  a  releasing  deal  as  yet. 

Bund  Drops  Suit 
The  German  American  Bund  yes- 

terday discontinued  its  $5,000,000  libel 
suit  against  Warners  in  the  U.  S.  Dis- 

trict Court.  The  Bund  with  Fritz 
Kuhn  had  filed  suit  claiming  that 
"Confessions  of  a  Nazi  Spy"  libelled 
them  because  it  depicted  them  as  be- 

ing engaged  in  subversive  activities. 
Kuhn,  serving  a  prison  sentence,  must 
decide  by  Nov.  15  whether  he  intends 
to  press  his  suit.  Stanleigh  P.  Fried- 

man, Warner  counsel,  reluctantly  per- 
mitted the  discontinuance. 

Ampa  to  Hear  Brandt 
Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  I.  T. 

O.  A.,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  Ampa,  to  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Edison  Oct.  17. 

Close  School  Film  Pact 
Los  Angeles,  Oct.  2. — A  contract 

which  may  aggregate  10,000,000  feet 
of  16  mm.  color  film  annually  for  edu- 

cational purposes  was  signed  here  to- 
day by  Forum  Films  with  Cinecolor. 

Prints  will  be  sold  outright  to  schools. 

FCC  to  Investigate 

Foreign  Programs 

Washington,  Oct.  2. — Representa- 
tives of  the  international  broadcast- 

ing stations  will  meet  Monday  with 
Gerald  B.  Gross,  chief  of  the  Inter- 

national Section  of  the  Federal  Com- 
munications Commission,  for  an  infor- 

mal discussion  of  possible  safeguards 
against  the  dissemination  of  subversive 
propaganda  by  foreign-language  speak- 

ers using  their  facilities. 
The  meeting  will  consider  the  adop- 

tion of  a  requirement  that  all  speeches 
planned  for  broadcasting  on  the  inter- 

national programs  be  reduced  to  writ- 
ing and  speakers  required  to  stick  to 

the  text.  Transcriptions  would  be 
made  of  the  programs  for  checking 
against  the  scripts  if  necessary. 

The  move,  initiated  by  the  FCC,  is 

in  line  with  the  commission's  policies under  the  national  defense  program. 
It  was  stressed  that  the  plan  is  to  co- 

operate with  the  broadcasters  in  keep- 
ing the  air  free  from  subversive  mate- 
rial and  there  is  no  implication  that 

any  misuse  of  station  facilities  has 
been  experienced. 

Decree  Completed; 

Up  to  Washington (Continued  from  page  1) 
tice  officials  have  examined  the  re- 

phrased draft  of  the  decree,  the  day 
for  the  final  meeting  will  be  decided. 
Since  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  is 
to  obtain  formal  acceptance  of  the  de- 

cree from  the  consenting  companies 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Government 
on  the  other,  it  is  believed  that  the 
top  executives  of  the  defendant  com- 

panies will  attend  the  meeting. 
Provisions  which  have  been  re- 

drafted include  those  pertaining  to  the 
right  of  distributors  to  sell  their  en- 

tire product  to  their  affiliated  theatres, 
and  their  rights  in  connection  with 
the  making  of  long-term  franchises 
during  recent  months.  The  intent  of 
these  agreements,  as  defined  earlier, 
however,  has  not  been  changed  by  the 
re-phrasing,  Government  spokesmen said. 

Wisconsin  Allied  To  Follow 

National  Body's  Decree  Stand 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  2.— The  I.T.P.A. 

of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan 
agreed  today  to  leave  organizational 
policy  on  the  proposed  Federal  con- 

sent decree  to  National  Allied,  follow- 
ing a  round-table  discussion  here  at 

which  both  good  and  bad  features  of 
the  pact  were  cited. 

Sidney  E.  Samuelson,  a  director  of 
the  national  organization,  came  here 
from  Philadelphia  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  which  served  as  a  prelude 

to  the  local  organization's  three-day convention. 

Club  Charity  Party  Set 

Columbus,  O.,  Oct..  2. — The  Co- 
lumbus Variety  Club  will  hold  its 

third  annual  barn  dance  and  frolic  in 
the  Columbus  Auditorium  Oct.  25,  to 
obtain  funds  for  an  educational  foun- 

dation at  Nightingale  Cottage,  local 
tuberculosis  preventorium  for  chil- 

dren, according  to  C.  Harry  Schrei- 
ber,  chief  barker.  Milton  Straub  is 
general  chairman  of  the  affair.  Ex- 

ecutive committee  is  composed  of 
Schreiber,  Virgil  A.  Jackson,  Max 
Stearn  and  Lou  Holleb. 
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24  hours  are  a  lot  of  minutes  —  and  not 

everybody  can  be  expected  to  like  every 

minute  of  radio's  24  hours  a  day. 

Some  people  like  what's  on  the  radio  at 
11:15  or  12:30  or  some  other  hour  — and 

some  get  mad  at  it. 

A  certain  amount  of  recognition  of 

diversity  of  tastes  is  necessary  on  the  part 

of  anybody  who  runs  a  national  broad- 

casting system  for  everybody.  And  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  tolerance,  on  the  part  of 

listeners,  for  the  diverse  desires  of  other 

listeners  is  necessary  if  America  is  to  have 
a  free  and  universal  radio. 

Remember  that  radio,  along  with  its  vast 

audience,  is  a  pretty  good  thing  for  the  nation 

to  have  on  tap  when  serious  matters  need 

country-wide  attention  QUICK. 

In  recent  months  we've  had  a  beautiful 

demonstration  of  the  way  radio  rises  in- 
stantly to  occasions  for  the  public  good. 

Overnight  — in  fact,  almost  in  minutes  — 
America  (thanks  to  radio)  became  aware 

of  her  critical  situation  in  regard  to  pre- 

paredness. In  hours  (where  once  it  would 

have  taken  months)  America's  130  millions 
were  made  familiar  with  all  angles  of 

the  Government's  preparedness  program. 
America  even  accepted  the  prospect  of 

increased  taxes  without  a  whimper  be- 
cause America  knew,  knew,  knew,  thanks 

to  radio. 

When  you  are  inclined  to  be  impatient 

with  some  of  radio's  shortcomings,  or  are 

moved  to  want  it  "all  highbrow",  bear 
in  mind  that  radio  has  in  its  own  way 

achieved  a  popularity  with  the  people  as 

a  whole  which  gains  their  universal  ear 

—  which  is  mighty  handy  to  have  — when 
they  must  be  made  aware  instantly  of 

any  inherently  critical  situation  in  our 
national  life. 

NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 

The  World's  Greatest  Broadcasting  System 

A  Radio  Corporation  of  America  Service 
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Early  Sunday 

Openings  For 

London  Asked 

Government  Starts  Own 
Mobile  Show  Units 

London,  Oct.  3. — Indications  are 
that  London  theatres  will  be  permitted 
to  open  earlier  on  Sundays  throughout 
the  Winter.  Openings  as  early  as  1 
P.  M.  are  being  considered. 

Exhibitors  will  confer  on  the  sub- 
ject immediately,  and  well  informed 

sources  believe  that  the  Government 

licensing  body  regards  the  move  fa- 
vorably. In  his  connection,  the  licens- 

ing group  is  believed  to  be  consider- 
ing an  alteration  of  the  theatre  tax 

structure,  with  a  five  per  cent  levy 
believed  to  be  in  preparation  to  sup- 
'plant  the  present  charity  perform- ances. 

London's  West  End  theatre  group 
is  reported  to  favor  earlier  closings 
on  week  days  and  possible  all-day 
closings  on  Mondays,  as  a  corrollary 
of  the  earlier  Sunday  openings. 
The  C.E.A.  general  council  will 

not  meet  this  month,  but  its  war  ex- 
ecutive committee  will  meet  next 

Wednesday  at  Reading,  where 
C.E.A. 's  country  headquarters  are situated. 
Meanwhile  the  Ministry  of  Infor- 

mation today  screened  its  first  films 
here  intended  for  exhibition  by  travel- 

ing units  in  remote  villages  and  dis- 
tricts where  there  are  no  established 

theatres.  Exhibitors  were  assured  of- 
ficially that  there  would  be  no  en- 

croachment by  the  Government  units 
on  their  trade  territory. 

To  Meet  on  British 

Quota  Act  Relief 

London,  Oct.  3. — Formal 
conferences  on  measures  de- 

signed to  give  American  dis- 
tributors some  form  of  relief 

or  exemption  from  the  Quota 
Act  due  to  war  conditions  will 
be  bearun  next  week. 

F.  W.  Allport,  M.  P.  P.  D.  A. 
London  representative,  and 
officials  of  all  maior  Ameri- 

can companies  here  will  meet 
w;th  E.  B.  Somervell  of  the Films  DQr>artment  of  the 
Board  «f  Tra^e  at  a  luncheon 
n°xt  Wednesday  to  present 
th°ir  case  for  exemptions 
from  the  Quota  A^t.  Coi^ete 
action  is  expected  to  follow. 

A.F.L.  Studio  Drive 

To  Organize  5,000 

Starts  in  2  Weeks 

Hollywood,  Oct.  3. — American 
Federation  of  Labor  organizers  in 
two  weeks  will  have  their  drive  well 
under  way  to  organize  5,000  studio 
workers  not  now  affiliated  with  the 
A.F.L.,  Aubrey  Blair,  in  charge  of 
the   drive,   said   here  today. 
Wardrobe  department  workers, 

building  service  employes  and  of- 
fice help  are  the  first  objectives  of 

the  organizers.  A  tentative  organi- 
zation already  has  been  established 

for  wardrobe  workers.  Building  serv- 
ice employes  are  loosely  organized, 

with  Ray  Finelli,  business  representa- 
tive, serving  as  an  officer  of  their 

international.  However,  there  are  es- 
timated to  be  2,000  workers  in  this 

classification   still  unorganized. 
Overtures  have  been  made  to  the 

Screen  Office  Employes  Guild,  an 
independent  unit,  which  now  has  on 
rile  with  the  N.L.R.B.  a  petition  for 
its  certification  as  the  bargaining 
agency  for  office  employes  in  about 
eight  studios. 

Blair  said  that  new  organizations 
which  become  affiliated  with  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  would  be  given  full  auton- 

omy and  complete  assistance  from 
other  locals  in  obtaining  bargaining 
contracts  with  producers. 

John  Maxwell,  63, 

Dies  in  London 

London,  Oct.  3. — John  Maxwell, 
chairman  and  managing  director  of 
Associated  British  Picture  Corp.,  died 
here  last  night.    He  was  63  years  old. 

In  recent  months  he  had  been  con- 
stantly attended  by  a  nurse.  Maxwell 

was  a  pioneer  in  the  British  film  in- 
dustry, having  started  as  an  exhibitor 

in  1912.  Later  he  became  identified 
with  Wardour  Films,  Ltd.,  and  as  its 
chairman  developed  it  to  a  ranking 
position  in  British  distribution.  He 
was  a  founder  of  British  International 
Pictures,  Ltd. 
Maxwell  also  was  chairman  and 

managing  director  of  Associated  Brit- 
ish Cinemas  and  Union  Cinemas,  Ltd. 

'Rockne'DinnerHeld 

On  Eve  of  Premiere 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  Oct.  3. — On  the 
eve  of  the  four-theatre  opening  of 
Warners'  "Knute  Rockne — All-Amer- 

ican" here  tomorrow  evening,  Holly- 
wood players  and  civic  notables  at- 

tended a  banquet  tonight  at  Notre 
(Continued  on  page  9) 

NBC  Leases  Capital 

Television  Quarters 

Washington,  Oct.  3. — NBC 
today  signed  a  five-year  lease with  the  Wardman  Park 
Hotel  owners  here  for  televi- 

sion studio,  office  and  theatre 
facilities.  The  antenna  will 
be  located  on  the  hotel's  hill 
property  and  will  rise  350  feet 
into  the  air  to  clear  all  ob- 

structions in  the  vicinity. 
The  proposed  1,000-watt station  will  have  a  mobile 

television  unit  and  motion 
picture  scanning  unit,  and  is 
intended  eventually  as  a  key 
link  in  NBC's  proposed  tele- vision network. 

'Band'  and  'Virginia' 

Lead  B'way  Parade 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  grossed  an 

estimated  $40,000  in  its  first  five  days 
at  the  Capitol  on  Broadway  and  is 
expected  to  do  an  estimated  $50,000 
or  better  in  the  week  ending  tonight. 
It  will  be  held. 

Another  strong  attraction  is  "The 
Howards  of  Virginia"  at  Radio  City Music  Hall  which,  with  a  stage  show, 
drew  an  estimated  $85,000  in  its  first 
week  and  is  being  held  over. 

Business  on  Broadway  yesterday, 
first  day  of  the  Jewish  holiday,  was 
generally  reported  as  normal  in  the 
afternoon,  with  an  increase  at  the 
evening  shows. 

"Spring  Parade"  opened  yesterday 
at  the  Roxy  following  the  13-day  run 
of  "Brigham  Young — Frontiersman." 
The  latter  grossed  an  estimated  $22,- 
000  in  the  last  six  days.  "Charlie 
Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  finished 
a  week  at  the  Rialto  with  an  esti- 

mated $5,500  and  was  replaced  yes- 
terday by  "Diamond  Frontier."  The 

second  week  of  "Pastor  Hall"  at  the 
Globe  was  good  for  about  $9,000  and 
is  being  held. 

Atlas  Corp.  Adds 

To  RKO  Holdings 

Washington,  Oct.  3. — Acquisition 
by  the  Atlas  Corporation,  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  of  3,228  shares  of  Radio  Keith 
Orpheum  common  stock  and  1,400 
shares  of  preferred  stock  in  August 
was  reported  today  by  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  in  its  semi- monthly summary. 

The  report  showed  that  928  shares 
of  the  common  stock  were  received  as 
a  creditor  and  that  at  the  end  of  the 
month  Atlas  held,  as  beneficial  owner 
of  more  than  1©  per  cent  of  the  film 

(.Continued  on  page  9) 

5  Companies 

AreAuthorized 

To  Sign  Decree 

Formal  Acceptance  to  Be 
Given  Next  Tuesday 

Formal  authorization  for  signing 

the  proposed  Federal  consent  decree 
has  been  given  officers  of  the  five 
consenting  companies  by  their 
boards  of  directors,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

The  RKO  board  acted  at  a 

meeting  yesterday,  while  Para- 
mount and  Loew's  boards  re- 

portedly authorized  the  accept- ance on  Wednesday.  Twentieth 

Century-Fox  and  Warners' boards  are  reported  to  have  au- 
thorized officers  of  those  com- 

panies earlier  either  to  accept 
or  reject  a  decree,  whichever 
in  their  judgment  was  most 
advisable. 

Meanwhile,  Department  of  Justice 
officials  in  Washington  yesterday 
fixed  Tuesday  as  the  definite  day  for 
the  meeting  there  with  representa- 

tives of  the  five  consenting  companies, 
at  which  formal  acceptance  of  the  de- 

cree is  scheduled  to  be  given  by  both 
sides.  The  meeting  was  to  have  been 
held  either  today  or  Tuesday.  The 
latter  was  selected  because  of  the 
Jewish  holiday  today  and  the  fact 
that  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold  will  not  arrive  in 
Washington  from  the  West  Coast 
until  tomorrow. 

Government  attorneys  on  Monday 

will  request  a  one- week  adjournment 
to  Oct.  14  of  the  hearing  on  the  de- 

cree before  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard.  Rephrasing  of  the  decree  in  line 
with  the  agreements  reached  during 

(Continued  on  page  9) 

N.  M.  Schenck  Safe 
In  Boat  Accident 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  presi- 
dent of  Loew's,  was  rescued 

yesterday  morning  from  his 38-foot  cabin  cruiser  Martha 
after  the  craft  had  crashed 
at  38  miles  an  hour  into  a 
log  floating  in  the  East  River. The  water  was  five  feet  deep 
in  the  boat's  compartments 
before  a  tugboat  hove  to  and 
effected  Schenck's  rescue from  the  deck.  He  was  en 
route  to  his  office  from  his 
home  in  Great  Neck,  L.  I., 
when  the  accident  occurred. 



2 MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY Friday,  October  4,  1940 

Wis.  ITPA  Reelects 

Ainsworth  Head 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  3— William  L. 
Ainsworth  of  Fond  du  Lac  was  re- 

elected president  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  Protective  Association  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan  at  the 

concluding  session  of  the  organization's annual  convention  here  today. 
A.  C.  Gutenberg  of  Milwaukee  was 

reelected  vice-president  and  Max 
Krofta,  Racine,  secretary.  August 
Berkholtz,  West  Bend,  was  elected 
treasurer  succeeding  H.  J.  Mirisch, 
Milwaukee.  In  addition  to  the  of- 

ficers, those  elected  as  directors  are 
F.  J.  McWilliams,  Portage;  Bert  Na- 

than and  George  Langheinrich,  Mil- 
waukee;  Mrs.  Frank  Eckhardt,  Wis- 
consin Rapids  ;  Ben  Marcus,  Ripon  ; 

William  Smith,  Menomonie;  Mark 
Morgan,  Cedarburg,  and  John  P.  Ad- 
ler,  Marshfield  Harry  Perlewitz  was 
reappointed  business  manager. 

In  addition  to  hearing  an  address 
by  Sidney  E.  Samuelson  of  Philadel- 

phia, representing  national  Allied,  the 
delegates  had  an  open  forum  discus- 

sion on  contracts,  unfair  competition 
and  legislation,  including  daylight 
saving  time.  Action  on  most  matters 
was  left  to  the  directors. 

Three  Openings  for 

'Thief  in  One  Week 
"The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  Alexander 

Korda-U.  A.  film,  will  be  given  three 
premieres  within  one  week.  The 
opening  Oct.  14  at  Warm  Springs, 
Ga.,  will  be  under  the  auspices  of 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 
Sabu  and  June  Duprez,  members  of 
the  cast,  will  attend  the  premiere, 
at  the  President's  infantile  paralysis foundation. 

The  picture  will  open  at  the  Car- 
thay  Circle,  Los  Angeles,  and  Globe, 
New  York,  Oct.  17.  For  the  former 
opening,  seats  will  be  scaled  up  to 
$5  and  proceeds  will  be  donated  to 
the  M.  P.  Relief  Fund  and  British- 
American  Ambulance  Corps.  Press 
preview  of  the  picture  will  be  held 
at  the  Carthay  Circle,  Oct.  10. 

Korda  has  extended  his  deal  with 
the  Russell  Birdwell  organization  for 
the  handling  of  advertising,  publicity, 
exploitation  and  play  dates  on  the 
picture  through  roadshow  and  first 
run  engagements  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  South  America. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street 

RIvoll  Theatre)  Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 

Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  In  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Personal 

STANTON  GRIFFIS,  chairman  of 
the  Paramount  executive  commit- 
tee, returned  from  Bermuda  by  Clip- 
per plane  yesterday.  It  was  his  first flight. • 

Harry  Hopkins,  former  Secretary 
of  Commerce,  has  established  office 
headquarters  for  President  Roose- 

velt's Hyde  Park  library  foundation 
in  Comerford  Circuit  headquarters  at 
1600  Broadway. • 

Arthur  Pratchett,  Paramount 
Central  American  manager,  will  leave 
for  Mexico  City  today  following  a 
home  office  visit. • 

Louis  B.  Mayer,  Louis  Bernstein 
and  Jack  Goetz  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 
Hunt  Stromberg,  Joe  E.  Brown, 

George  Raft,  Basil  Rathbone,  Don 
Ameche,  Edgar  Bergen,  Ethel 
Barrymore,  Grantland  Rice,  Louis 
Bromfield,  Tony  Martin  and  Lana 
Turner  are  among  those  making  the 
Cincinnati-Detroit  World  Series 
shuttle. 

• 
Dave  Kaufman,  artist  for  the 

Loew-Poli  circuit,  New  Haven,  is 
here  on  a  week's  vacation. • 
Mary  McSorley  of  the  Comerford 

circuit  and  George  Cavanaugh  were 
married  recently  in  Scranton. • 
Georgia  Farthing,  secretary  to 

David  Kamsky,  Neighborhood  The- 
atres advertising  head  at  Richmond, 

will  be  married  tomorrow  to  Frank 
Koehler. 

Abrams  Resigns  as 

'U'  Shorts  Manager 
Leo  Abrams  has  resigned  as  short 

subjects  sales  manager  for  Universal, 
effective  immediately.  His  future 
plans  are  not  definite.  No  successor 
has  been  named  yet. 
Abrams  was  appointed  a  year  and  a 

half  ago  as  shorts  sales  chief,  a  newly 
created  post  at  the  time.  He  had  been 
New  York  exchange  manager  for  10 
years  and  prior  to  that  had  been  sta- 

tioned at  the  company's  branches  in New  Haven,  St.  Louis  and  Kansas City. 

'They  Knew'  Premiere 
In  Frisco  on  Tuesday 

World  premiere  of  RKO's  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted"  will  be  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Theatre,  San  Fran- 

cisco, next  Tuesday.  The  film  stars 
Charles  Laughton  and  Carole  Lom- 

bard. Laughton  and  other  players  will 
attend,  in  addition  to  studio  officials, 
Hollywood  correspondents  and  repre- 

sentatives of  Western  newspapers. 

Eastman  Co.  to  Give 

Bonus  to  Draftees 

Rochester,  N.  Y„  Oct.  3.— East- 
man Kodak  Co.  emplayes  called  for 

military  service  will  share  in  any 
wage  dividend  in  1941  and  will  be 
given  a  bonus  of  four  weeks'  pay when  they  leave  for  duty,  the  company 
announced  here  today.  The  company 
also"  promised  them  jobs  on  their  re- 

turn from  service. 

Mention 

ARTHUR   LOEW,  vice-president of  Loew's,  celebrates  a  birthday 
tomorrow. • 

Tom  Killeen,  Comerford  theatres 
district  manager  in  Wilkes-Barre,  and 
Mrs.  Killeen  are  the  parents  of  an 

eight-pound  boy  born  at  Wilkes-Barre 
Mercy  Hospital. • 

Lucy  Flack,  operator  of  the  Cap- 
itol,  Milford,   Conn.,   is  vacationing 

in  Lakewood  and  Atlantic  City. • 

Clarence  J.  Briant,  New  Orleans 
branch  manager  for  M-G-M,  has  a birthday  today. 

• 

H.  G.  Wells  arrived  yesteiday 
from  England. • 
Milton  Kusell,  Helen  Hayes,  J. 

J.  Unger,  Donald  Gibbs,  John  D. 
Hertz,  Jr.,  Pat  C.  Flick  and  Alex- ander Ince  lunching  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 
• 

Richard  Brady,  Paul  Benjamin, 
Dwight  Wiman,  Joshua  Logan  and 
William  Fitelson  at  the  Tavern  for 
lunch  yesterday. • 

Charles    Reagan,    William  F. 
Rodgers,  Joseph  Cooper    and  Ted 
O'Shea  having  lunch  at  Nick's  Hunt- ing Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday. • 

Frank  J.  Finnegan,  projectionist 
at  the  Irving,  Carbondale,  Pa.,  and 
Eleanor  Ginley  of  that  city  are 
newlyweds. • 
Charles  Spaak,  Belgian  scenarist, 

is  en  route  to  this  country. 

Britain  to  Get  75% 

Of  Allied  War  Film 

Hollywood,  Oct.  3. — France  will  re- 
ceive no  benefits  from  the  long  planned 

Allied  war  film  which  RKO  will  dis- 
tribute here.  The  charity  proceeds 

have  been  revised  so  that  Britain  will 
receive  75  per  cent,  with  25  per  cent 
to  American  charities.  Shooting  is 
expected  to  start  within  10  days,  after 
the  first  group  of  a  long  list  of  play- 

ers scheduled  for  the  film  have  com- 
pleted present  commitments. 

London  Raid  Again 

Damages  Para.  Lab. 
Paramount's  Olympic  laboratory  at 

Acton  was  damaged  for  the  second 
time  in  a  bombing  raid  on  London 
yesterday,  the  home  office  was  ad- 
vised. 

Concussion  from  a  bomb  which 
burst  nearby  destroyed  a  projection 
room  and  wrecked  windows. 

Loew's  Declares  Dividend 
Directors  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  have  de- 

clared a  regular  quarterly  dividend 
of  $1.62^  a  share  on  the  $6.50 
cumulative  preferred  stock,  payable 
Nov.  15  to  stockholders  of  record 
Oct.  29. 

Pettijohn  Improving 
Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  general  coun- 

sel for  the  M.  P.  P.  D.  A.,  now  at  the 
St.  Agnes  Hospital  in  White  Plains 
after  a  gall  bladder  operation,  was  re- 

ported as  improving  yesterday. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

HP  HE  World  Series  shares  promi- nence  with  war  destruction  in 
London,  President  Roosevelt  and 
Wendell  Willkie  in  the  weekend  is- 

sues, contents  of  which  follow: 
MOVIETONE     NEWS,      NO.  8— Havoc   in   London.      Roosevelt  in- spects defenses.     Speed  plane  pro 

duction  in  Buffalo.    Willkie  on  cam 
paign  tour.    Open  valves  at  Boulder Dam.    World  Series  begins. 
NEWS  OP  THE  DAY,  NO.  205— Air  raid  destruction  in  London. 

Willkie  in  Detroit.  Roosevelt  tours 
defenses.  Boulder  Dam  celebrates 
anniversary.  Detroit  takes  series 
opener. PARAMOUNT  NEWS.  NO.  11- Frisco  Fair  closes.  Peace  ceremony 
at  Peace  Arch,  Wash.  Boulder  Dam 
has  a  birthday.  Willkie  on  tour  in 
Michigan.  Roosevelt  inspects  de- 

fenses. Destruction  in  London;  bus- 
iness continues.  World  Series  be- 

gins. 
RKO  PAT  HE  NEWS,  NO.  11— Scars  of  war  in  London.  Roosevelt 

inspects  tanks  and  bombers.  South 
American  army  chiefs  on  tour  here. 
Pathe  film  archives  presented  to 
Museum  of  Modern  Art.  Tennis 
matches.    World  Series  begins. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  NO.  916 

— Baseball  in  Cincinnati.  Air  raid 
destruction  in  London.  Roosevelt 
inspects  defenses.  Willkie  in  De- 

troit. Produce  speed  planes  in  Buf- 
falo. Valves  opened  at  Boulder  Dam. 

Cave  men  in  Oregon.  Coast  Fair closes. 

50  British  Children 

Of  Film  People  Here 
A  group  of  50  English  children 

arrived  yesterday  on  the  Scythia,  and 
will  go  to  homes  provided  by  Warners 
and  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  This  con- 

tingent supplements  a  group  of  about 
120  children  of  Eastman  Kodak  em- 

ployes at  Harrow  who  were  brought 
over  about  a  month  ago  and  will  be 
cared  for  by  Eastman  employes  here, 
and  more  than  50  children  of  Warner 
employes  who  came  over  recently  and 
will  be  cared  for  by  Warner  em- 

ployes' families  in  America. 

Fine  Joining  Lynch 

New  Haven,  Oct.  3. — Hy  Fine,  re- 
signing Oct.  8  as  New  Haven  and 

Boston  district  manager  for  M.  &  P. 
Theatres,  will  be  tendered  a  farewell 
dinner  Monday  night  at  the  Parker 
House,  Boston.  He  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  Lynch  Para- 

mount Circuit,  Miami. 
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EDNA  BEST  •  EDDIE  ALBERT 
Albert  Basserman  .  Gene  Lockhart 

Otto  Kruger  «  Nigel  Bruce 
Montagu  Love  *  James  Stephenson 
Directed  by  WM.  DIETERLE Music  by  Max  Steiner  •  Screen  Play  by 
Milton  Krims.  From  a  Story  by  Valentine 

Williams  and  Wolfgang  Wilhelm 
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Legion  Hurts 

Boston;  'Town' 

Pulls  $31,000 

Boston,  Oct.  3. — Influx  of  several 
hundred  thousand  visitors  for  the 
American  Legion  national  convention 
here  Sept.  22-26  drove  regular  Boston 
film-goers  out  of  the  downtown  area. 
Business,  as  a  result,  hit  a  phenome- 

nal low,  with  many  houses  off  40  per 
cent.  "Boom  Town,"  in  its  second 
week  at  advanced  prices,  led  with 
$19,500  at  Loew's  Orpheum  and  $11,- 
500  at  Loew's  State  for  a  total  of 
$31,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  25: 

"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
KEITH     BOSTON — (3,200)  (2Sc-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days,  Jack  Teagarden  band,  "Shoot 
the  Works"  revue  on  stage.  Gross:  $7,500. (Average,  $8,000) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) KEITH  MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (2Sc-35c- 
40c-55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,500. 
(Average,  $16,000) 
"Brigham    Young — Frontiersman"  (20th- Fox) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) 
METROPOLITAN— (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average,  $15,- 500) 
"Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 days.  Gross:  $5,500.   (Average,  $7,500) 

"Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- Fox) 
FENWAY — (1,320)      (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 days.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"South  of  Pago  Pago"  (U.  A.) 
"Public  Deb.,  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
SCOLLAY— (2,500)      (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $2,500.   (Average,  $4,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S     STATE— (3,000)  (35c-44c-55c- 65c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Av- 

erage, $12,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (35c -44c- 

55c-65c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $19,500. (Average,  $17,500) 

Kansas  City  Gives 

'Howards'  $10,000 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  3. — In  only  a 

fair  week,  Loew's  Midland  rang  up 
$10,000  with  "The  Howards  of  Vir- 

ginia" and  "Out  West  with  the  Pep- 
pers." The  weather  was  fine. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  24-26: 

"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  6  days.  Gross: 

$2,000.  (Average,  6  days,  $1,800) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Out  West  with  the  Peppers"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND— (4,000)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $10,000.  (Average,  $9,500) 

"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)  (28c-44c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
"Tom  Brown's  School  Days"  (RKO) ORPHEUM— (1,500)     (23c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $5,400.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) 
TOWER— (2,200)  (30c)  "  7  days.  Stage: The  Harmonica  Revelers,  Moriarty  &  Dell, 

Diane  Moore.  Gross:  $6,300.  (Average, 
$6,000)  B  ' 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
UPTOWN-(2,000)  (28c-44c)  6  days. 

Gross:  $2,800.  (Average,  6  days,  $2,700) 

Allen  Red  Cross  Aide 
C.  W.  Allen,  RKO  Omaha  branch 

manager,  has  been  named  district  co- 
ordinator of  the  Red  Cross  Theatres 

Campaign  in  his  territory,  complet- 
ing the  list  of  district  coordinators. 

Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  general  chair- 
man, made  the  appointment. 

Hollywood  Reviews 

Down  Argentine  Way" ( Twentieth  Century-Fox ) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  3. — This  color  musical  is  plentifully  supplied  with 

ingredients  calculated  to  take  an  audience's  mind  off  what  is  happening 
in  Europe.    It  is  tuneful  and  entertaining. 

The  Darrell  Ware-Karl  Tunberg  screenplay,  from  a  story  by  Rian 
James  and  Ralph  Spence,  treats  of  horses  and  those  who  love  them,  pri- 

marily of  a  boy  and  a  girl,  respectively  South  and  North  American, 
who  find  themselves  in  love  despite  objections  on  the  part  of  the  boy's 
father  to  the  girl's  family,  based  on  an  old  and  fancied  slight  involving 
another  woman.  Treated,  also,  is  the  conversion  of  father's  favorite 
horse,  a  jumper,  into  a  flat  racer. 

The  cast  includes  Don  Ameche,  Betty  Grable,  Carmen  Miranda,  Char- 
lotte Greenwood,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  Henry  Stephenson,  Katherine  Al- 

dridge,  Leonid  Kinsky  and  Chris-Pin  Martin.  Dance  specialties  are 
contributed  by  the  Nicholas  Brothers,  their  routine  literally  "stopping  the 
show"  on  preview  night,  and  Thomas  and  Catherine  Dowling.  Song 
specialities  are  by  the  Six  Hits  and  a  Miss  ensemble  and  by  the  Carmen 
Miranda  Band. 

Miss  Miranda  sings  four  songs,  including  "The  South  American  Way," 
and  another  four  were  written  for  the  film  by  Mack  Gordon  and  Harry 
Warren. 
Harry  Joe  Brown  was  associate  producer  on  the  Darryl  Zanuck 

side  of  the  studio,  and  Irving  Cummings  directed. 

Running  time,  87  minutes.  "G."*  W.  S. 

"The  Quarterback" {Paramount) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  3. — The  right  team  wins  the  football  game  in  the  last 

few  seconds  of  play,  which  is  what  the  cash  customers  expect,  but  the 
whereases  and  wherefores  are  different  than  the  usual  ones  and  a  con- 

siderable amount  of  deviating  from  campus  custom  has  been  done  in  the 
interests  of  comedy  before  the  script  gets  down  to  this  point.  There  is 
also  a  considerable  amount  of  fisticuffs  put  by  after  the  game  is  over, 
clearing  the  way  to  the  clinch  ending  without  which  no  college  football 
picture  is  complete. 
Wayne  Morris,  playing  a  twin-brother  role,  one  side  of  which  has  him 

a  modest  fellow  addicted  to  classes,  the  other  a  rounder  who  does  the 
footballing  for  the  family,  is  doubly  active  in  the  original  screenplay  by 
Robert  Pirosh.  Edgar  Kennedy,  Alan  Mowbray  and  Frank  Burke  carry 
the  comedy,  Virginia  Dale  and  Lillian  Cornell  the  romantic  side,  Jerome 
Cowan,  as  night  club  owner  and  gambler,  the  menace.  H.  Bruce 
Humberstone  directed  for  Producer  Anthony  Veiller. 

The  picture  differs  from  most  football  films  in  a  number  of  respects. 
It  takes  its  football  less  seriously  and  it  cuts  in  a  dream  sequence,  funny 
in  itself,  while  the  big  game  is  going  on.  A  preview  audience  drawn 
from  the  campus  of  U.C.L.A.  found  it  entertaining. 

Running  time,  69  minutes.    "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Indianapolis  Gives 

'Young'  Good  $7, 200 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  3.  —  A  stage 

show  featuring  George  Jessel,  Ro- 
chelle  Hudson,  Jean  Parker,  Isabel 
Jewell,  Steffi  Duna  and  Lya  Lys 
brought  the  Lyric  $12,300  in  a  week 
of  generally  good  business.  The  pic- 

ture was  "Leather  Pushers."  At  the 
Indiana,  "Brigham  Young — Frontiers- 

man" took  $7,200  on  a  double  bill. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  26-27 : "Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
APOLLO— (1,100)      (20c-30c)      5  days. Gross:  $2,200.     (Average,  7  days,  $3,000) 

"Sea  Raiders"  (Para.) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $5,800.     (Average,  $16,000) 

"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman"  (20th- 
Fox) 

"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- 
Fox) 

INDIANA— (3,200  )  (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $7,200.     (Average,  $5,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $8,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
LYRIC— (2.000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  "Hollywood  Stars  on  Parade,"  with George  Tessel,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Jean 
Parker,  Isabel  Jewell,  Steffi  Duna,  Lys 
Lys.     Gross:  $12,300.     (Average,  $8,000) 

'Deb,'  Kaye  Band 

$16,700  in  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Oct.  3— "Public  Deb.  No. 

1,"  with  Sammy  Kaye's  orchestra  and a  revue  on  the  stage  at  the  Buffalo 

drew  $16,700.  "Ladies  Must  Live" and  Will  Osborne's  orchestra  on  the Twentieth  Century  stage  brought 

$13,800. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  28: 

"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 

Sammy  Kaye  and  his  orchestra  on  stage, 
with  Tommy  Ryan,  Charlie  Wilson,  The 
Three  Kadets,  Jimmy  Brown,  The  Three 
Nonchalants,  The  Dancing  Debs  and  Criss- Cross.  Gross:  $16,700.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (3Sc-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $7,500) 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
"Comin'  Round  the  Mountain"  (Para.) 
HIPPODROME — (2,100)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,300.    (Average,  $6,800) 

"Ladies  Must  Live"  (W.  B.) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-44c)  7  days.  Will  Osborne  and  his  or- chestra on  stage,  with  Dick  Rogers,  The 
Emerald  Sisters  and  Masters  &  Rollins. 
Gross:  $13,800.  (Average  at  30c-40c,  $7,500) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Out  West  with  the  Peppers"  (Col.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $8,900.       (Average,  $6,300) 

'Conquest9  Is 

Philadelphia 

High,  $19,800 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  3.  —  Grosses 
were  affected  by  unseasonably  warm 
weather  and  a  week-long  Bi-Centen- nial  celebration  at  the  University  of 

Pennsylvania,  but  "City  for  Conquest"! gave  the  Fox  a  strong  $19,800. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  25-27: "Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
ALDINE— (1,400)    (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.    Gross:  $8,200.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO) 
ARCADIA— (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days,  2nd run.    Gross:  $3,700.    (Average,  $2,600) 

"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (20th-Fox) 
BOYD  —  (2,400)    (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,400.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
EARLE— (4,000)  (46c-57c-73c)  6  days,  4th week.    Gross:  $11,700.    (Average,  $14,000) 

"The  Girl  from  Avenue  A"  (20th-Fox) 
FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 days.  Vaudeville  including  Dorothy  Henry, 

Louise  Stewart,  The  3  Sailors,  Henry  King 
6  Arlina,  Lester  &  Martin,  Dorn  Bros.  & Mary.    Gross:  $7,400.    (Average,  $6,900) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
FOX—  (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. Gross:  $19  800.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Private  Affairs"  (Univ.) 

KARLTON  —  (1,000) "  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c) 7  days.    Gross:  $3,300.    (Average,  $3,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S  —  (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $5,700.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
STANLEY  —  (3,700)  (35c-41c-57c-68c)  7 days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,100.  (Average, 

$14,000) 
"Wyoming"  (Col.) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  5  days, 

2nd  week.     Gross:   $5,300.     (Average,  $4,- 
500) 

'Howard'  Scores 

$11,700,  Cincinnati 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  3. — Despite  ex- 

treme heat,  with  thermometer  readings 

in  the  upper  90' s,  "No  Time  for  Com- 
edy" drew  $6,800  in  the  second  week 

at  the  RKO  Grand,  and  "The  How- 
ards of  Virginia"  did  $11,700  at  the 

RKO  Albee. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  25-28 : "The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
RKO     ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $11,700.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average,  $10,000) 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $3,400.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"Elsa  Maxwell's  Public  Deb.  No.  1"  (20th- 

Fox) 

RKO    CAPITOL—  (2,000)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $5,500) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (Col.) 
RKO     GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,800.  , "Lost  Horizon"  (Col.) 
"The  Awful  Truth"  (Col.) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"Laughing  at  Danger"  (Mono.) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- 

Fox) 

RKO  FAMILY—  (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. Gross:  $1,200.  (Average,  $1,200) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)  (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $700.  (Average,  $800) "Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,600.  (Average,  $5,000) 

Fisher  to  Home  Office 
Toronto,  Oct.  3.  —  Frank  Fisher, 

Ontario  branch  manager  of  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  for  the  past 
three  years,  has  been  appointed  to  a 
home  office  post  with  the  company 
here.  Harry  Paynter,  formerly  with 
Warners,  has  been  named  branch 
manager  in  Fisher's  place. 
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e  Thousand  and  One  Sights 

From  the  Thousand  and  One  Nights! 

The  winged  arrow  of  the 

Thief  of  Bagdad  flies  to  its 

|mark!  Jaffar,  Prince  of  Evil, 

galloping  his  magic  horse 

through  the  clouds  high 

above  the  jewelled  towers 

of  Bagdad,  topples  from 

his  golden  saddle. ..falls! 

An  amazing  moment  in 

the  most  amazing  motion 

picture  ever  filmed  .  .  . 

with  all  the  wonders  of  the 

Arabian  Nights  in  spec- 

tacular magic  Technicolor! 
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to  the  masked 
magician  who  turns  a  prince 
to  a  beggar  ...  a  boy  into  a 
barking  dog! 

THRILL  to  the  all -seeing 
eye  I .  . .  Guarded  by  fierce 
"Green  Men". . .  the  1,000- 
tentacled  octopus  I 

THRILL  to  the 
mountainous 

Genie !  Tower- 
ing into  the clouds... yet  at 

the  mercy  of 
a  mere  boy! THRILL  to  the  won- drous web!  Abu  fights 

the  monstrous  Spider King  I 
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picture  ever  filmed 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  presents 

IN  TECHNICOLOR 

.>di  sMftJ  •  CONRAD  VE1DT  ,  ,UNE  DUPREZ  .  ,OH
N  ̂  

Released  thru  United  Artists 





a  miracle  campaign 

of  pre- selling. •• 

n, 

millions  reading 

about  it. . .  millions 

waiting  for  it .  •  • 

^  A// 

Life 

One 

"sand  „  , 

"e  Ni 

mi 

TMl  THIEF 

OF  MCMD 

Mtunw-sm  mt mK1  w  ■  .  ̂  



Friday,  October  4,  1940 Motion  Picture  Daily 
9 

'Young'  Gets 

Good  $6,500, 

Seattle  Best 

Seattle,  Oct.  3.  —  "Brigham 
Young — frontiersman"  at  the  Para- 

mount took  $6,500  in  a  dull  week. 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  drew  $5,500  at  the 
Palomar  in  a  second  week.  The 
weather  was  cool  and  cloudy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  27 : 

"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RICO) BLUE  MOUSE — (950)  (25c-40c)  7  days, 
2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,100.  (Average,  $4,000) 
'•Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
FIFTH  AVENUE — (2,500)  (35c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $6,600.  (Average, 7,000) 
'"Earthbound"  (Col.) 
"Girls  of  the  Road"  (Col.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)      (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M)  ,  .  „  ... "Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  5  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman'  (20th- Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

Five  Firms  Approve 

Signing  U.  S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
conferences  here  on  Tuesday  and 

Wednesday  was  completed  by  attor- 
neys yesterday.  James  Hayes,  Rob- ert Sher  and  Robert  Wright,  Assistant 

Attorneys-General,  left  for  Washing- 
ton yesterday  with  copies  of  the  final draft. 

If,  as  expected,  the  decree  is  ap- 
proved by  both  sides  on  Tuesday, 

copies  will  be  made  public  then  and 
will  be  sent  to  exhibitor  representa- 

tives for  their  study  in  advance  of  the 
Federal  court  hearing  on  Oct.  14. 
United  Artists  and  Columbia  are 

awaiting  the  final  draft  before  mak- 
ing a  decision  on  opposing  the  decree 

in  court  as  "injurious"  to  their  inter- ests. Both  are  considering  taking 
such  action  on  the  ground  that  the  es- 

cape clause  of  the  decree  may  affect 
them  adversely. 

Film  on  Kansan 

Hollywood,  Oct.  3.— M-G-M today  announced  it  will  make 
a  film  on  the  life  of  William 
Allen  White,  famed  publisher 
of  Emporia,  Kan.  This  will 
be  a  high  budget  picture  with 
Spencer  Tracy  playing  the 
title  role.  William  Rankin  is 
back  from  Emporia  where  he 
spent  several  weeks  with  the 
publisher  on  background. 

3  Stooges,  'Seven' 

$10,600,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  3. — "The  Three 
Stooges"  on  the  stage  and  "The  Secret 
Seven"  on  the  screen  took  $10,600  at 
the  Riverside.  "Brigham  Young — 
Frontiersman"  and  "Public  Deb.  No. 
1"  at  Fox's  Wisconsin  drew  $9,600. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  26-27: 

"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
PALACE— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c),    6  days. 

Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
RIVLRSIDE— (2,700)     (28c-44c)    7  days. 

Stage:  The  Three  Stooges.  Gross:  $10,600. 
(Average,  $6,500) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c),  7 
Gross:  $8,000  (Average,  $4,500) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)  (44c-65c),  7  days.  Gross: 

$3,800.  (Average,  $1,500) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman"  (20th-Fox) 
"Public  Deb.  No.  1"  (ZOth-Fox) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c),  7  days. 

Gross:  $9,600.  (Average,  $5,500) 

days 

Rockne'DinnerHeld 

On  Eve  of  Premiere 
(Continued  from  pane  1) 

Dame  University  dining  hall  after  an 
enthusiastic  greeting  by  a  cheering 
multitude. 

The  banquet  proceedings  were  broad- cast over  148  Mutual  network  stations, 
with  special  lines  speeding  the  broad- 

cast to  45  Notre  Dame  alumni  dinners 
throughout  the  country.  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  Jr.,  read  a  letter  sent  by 
the  President  to  Mrs.  Knute  Rockne. 
Pat  O'Brien  and  others  were  intro- 

duced to  four  thousand  guests. 
The  city  is  jammed  with  visitors  for 

the  celebration.  Mayor  J.  I.  Pavey 
greeted  the  Warner  special  train  from 
Chicago  and  Bob  Hope  then  intro- duced the  stars  and  celebrities.  The 
Eastern  delegation,  headed  by  Mort 
Blumenstock,  and  the  Western  group, 
headed  by  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  were 
given  a  lusty  ovation  on  their  arrival 
in  Chicago  this  morning. 

'Hawk'  Is  Montreal 
Winner  at  $10,800 

Montreal,  Oct.  3.  —  "The  Sea 
Hawk"  grossed  $10,800  at  Loew's 
while  "No  Time  for  Comedy"  brought $7,800  to  the  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  27: 

"They  Drive  by  Night"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) CAPITOL— (2,547)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (30c-40c-60c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,800.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
"Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) ORPHEUM— (919)    (25c-35c-50c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) PALACE— (2,600)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $7,800.  (Average,  $9,000) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Charlie  Chan  in  Panama"  (ZOth-Fox) PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $4,500) 

'Correspondent'  at 

$14,500  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  3. — "Foreign  Cor- 
respondent" at  Loew's  State  paced  the 

city  with  $14,500  in  a  week  that  saw 
considerable  competition  for  the  the- 

atres in  the  form  of  charity  enter- 
prises. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Sept.  26 : 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE  —  (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,500.  (Average, $13,000) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
AMBASSADOR  — (3,018)    (35c-50c-75c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  28c-39c-44c- 56c  scale,  $11,500) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
FOX  —  (5,038)    (28c-39c-44c-56c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
MISSOURI— (3,514)  (28c-39c-44c-56c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, 
$4,000) 
"Three  Faces  West"  (Rep.) 
"Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. Gross:  $1,900.    (Average.  $2,600) 

Atlas  Corp.  Adds 

To  RKO  Holdings 
(Continued  from  pane  1) 

company's  registered  securities,  594,- 318  shares  of  common  direct  and 
268,230  shares  through  the  American 
Company,  327,812  warrants  for  com- 

mon and  32,081  shares  of  preferred. 
The  company,  it  was  shown,  also 

transferred  928  shares  of  common  to 
Radio  Corporation  of  America  as  a 
creditor,  and  RCA  held  at  the  close 
of  the  month  317,256  shares  of  com 
mon,  555,254  warrants  for  common 
and  44,757  shares  of  preferred. 

Other  transactions  disclosed  in  the 
summary  included  the  acquisition  of 
38  shares  of  Loew's  Boston  Theatres 
common  stock  by  Loews,  Inc.,  bring- 

ing its  holdings  to  117,474  shares;  ac 
quisition  of  350  Universal  Corporation 
common  voting  trust  certificates  by 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  New  York  direc 
tor,  giving  him  a  total  of  4,850  held 
direct  and  26,500  through  Standard 
Capital  Company,  and  acquisition  of 
330  certificates  by  Charles  D.  Prutz- 
man,  New  York  officer,  giving  him  a 
total  of  4,730. 
A  corrected  report  on  Universal 

Pictures  showed  the  acquisition  of  100 
shares  of  common  stock  by  Samuel  I. 
Posen,  New  York  director,  in  June, 
representing  his  entire  holdings. 
A  report  on  Columbia  Broadcasting 

showed  that  Herbert  Bayard  Swope, 
New  York,  director,  disposed  of  3,680 
shares  of  Class  A  common  stock  and 
his  Keewaydin  Corporation  acquired 
3,380  shares,  so  that  at  the  close  of 
the  month  he  held  1,100  shares  direct 
and  6,380  through  the  holding  com- 
pany. 

'Howards'  at 

$11,500,  Best 

Frisco  Gross 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  3. — Business 
held  fairly  steady  as  the  Fair  ap- 

proached its  final  week,  with  "Howards 
of  Virginia"  getting  a  good  $11,500  at 
the  Orpheum.  "Boom  Town"  drew 
$12,800  in  a  fourth  week  at  the  War- field. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  25-27 : "Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN  GATE— (2,850)    (40c-50c-55c)  7 

days.     Stage:    vaudeville.     Gross:  $12,900. (Average,  $15,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
FOX  —  (5,000)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $16,000) 

"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (2,440)  (15c -35c -40c -50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c) 7  days.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average,  $11,500) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED   ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c 

55c)  7  days.  2nd  week.   Gross:  $8,500.  (Av- erage, $8,000) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
ST.  FRANCIS—  (1,400)  (15c -35c -40c -50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average, 

$6,000) "Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $12,800.  (Average, $12,000) 

"Queen  of  Destiny"  (Foreign) 
CLAY—  (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$1,700.    (Average,  $1,000) 

'Argentine'  in  Butte 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  is  sched- 

uled to  open  Oct.  9  at  the  Rialto, 
Butte,  and  Fox  theatres  in  Billings, 
Mont. 

'Dance,  Lombardo 

$15,000,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Oct.  3. — "Dance,  Girl, 

Dance"  and  Guy  Lombardo's  orches- 
tra drew  $15,000  at  RKO  Palace. 

"Boom  Town"  grossed  $14,000  in  its second  week  at  the  State. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  26 : "Sea  Hawk"  (W.B.) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  3rd week.     Gross:  $3,500.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) 
WARNERS'   HIPPODROME   —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.    Gross:  $9,000.  (Aver- age. $11,000) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.A.) 
LAKE — (900)    (28c-40c)    7   days.  Gross: *3.0OO.     (Average,  $1,500  ) 

"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
RKO  PALACE— (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c)  Guy 

Lombardo    on    stage.      7    days.  Gross 
$15,000.     (Average,  $13,500) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)  (33c-47c-55c) 

days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $14,000.     (33c -39c- 47c  average.  $11,000) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STTLLMAN  —  (1,900)  (33c-39c- 47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average, 

S4.000) 

'Cargo'  at  $18,000 

Scores  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Oct.  3. — "Strange  Cargo," barred  from  Detroit  some  months  ago, 
was    approved    after    changes  and 
rossed  $18,000  at  the  Michigan  with 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home." 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  26: 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (20th -Fox) 
"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (CoL) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: $5,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Pride  and  Prejudice"  (M-G-M) 
"Gold  Rush  Maisie"  (M-G-M) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) "Pier  13"  (2ttth-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$15,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"Strange  Cargo"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $18,000.    (Average,  $12,000) "The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
"Ladies  Must  Live"  (W.  B.) 
PALMS  —  (2,000)     (25c-39c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-50c-75c) 

7  days,  5th  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average, $6,500) 

Jed  Buell  Is  Signed 
Hollywood,  Oct.  3. — Jed  Buell  has 

been  signed  by  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  as  a  producer. 

'Young' at  $7,900 

Highest  in  Omaha 
Omaha,  Oct.  3. — "Brigham  Young 

— Frontiersman"  pulled  $7,900  at  the 
Orpheum  in  a  fair  week.  Clear,  cool 
weather  helped. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Sept.  25-26: "Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) "Wildcat  Bus"  (RKO) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,300.  (Average,  $4,000) "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
OHAMA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,800.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman"  (ZOth-Fox) "You're  Not  So  Tough"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $7,900.  (Average,  $7,200) 





AMAZINGLY  topping  the  records  set  by  the  greatest  attrac- 

tions of  the  past  5  years  in  big  cities  and  small  towns  through- 

out Arkansas,  Missouri  and  adjacent  localities... Thirty  prints 

working  overtime  in  the  Memphis  Exchange  territory  alone,  with 

the  picture's  reputation  spreading  nation-wide  like  wildfire! 

No  matter  where  or  what  your  theatre  or  circuit . . .  THIS 

SHOW'S  SENSATIONAL  PERFORMANCE  MAKES  IT  NO.  1 

FOR  YOUR  IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION! 
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(Royal  in  New 

Post  as  NBC 

Planning  Head 

Sidney  Strotz  Reported 
As  His  Successor 

John  Royal  has  decided  to  remain 
.with  NBC.  He  has  accepted  a  post 
j  which  was  offered  to  him  in  which  he 
-  will  be  vice-president  in  executive 
;  charge  of  plans  having  to  do  with  new 
\  activities  and  developments  as  they  re- 
\  late  to  promotional,  programming  and 
'  commercial  problems. 

Sidney  N.  Strotz,  vice-president  in 
"  charge  of  the  central  division  in  Chi- 

cago, will  succeed  Royal  as  vice-presi- dent in  charge  of  programs  in  the  near 
future,  it  is  reported. 

Royal's  post  is  a  new  one,  created 
especially  for  him,  in  which,  officials 
said,  his  talents  and  experience  would 
be  especially  useful. 

Niles  Trammell,  president  of  NBC, 
who  made  the  announcement  over  the 
weekend,  said  the  post  is  a  promotion 
for  Royal. 

The  new  position  was  created  for 
Royal  "to  assure  such  advance  plan- 

ning and  coordination  in  new  radio 
broadcasting  services  as  will  facilitate 
their  commercial  introduction  or  de- 

velopment," NBC  said.  "The  new  ac- 
tivity will  combine  under  one  direction 

(Continued  on  page  13) 

New  Tax  in  England 

Is  Effective  Today 

London,  Oct.  6.— The  new  tax 
scale  and  revised  admission  prices  for 
film  theatres  throughout  England  will 
go  into  effect  tomorrow.  However, 
the  variation  in  trade  conditions  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  country  have 
prevented  the  adoption  of  a  uniform 
national  policy  on  admissions.  Only 
certain  areas  are  following  the 
lead  of  the  circuits  in  establishing  a 
nine-penny  minimum  price  on  first  run theatres. 
The  increases  differ  considerably. 

Birmingham  is  following  the  circuit 
lead  and  the  northwestern  Liverpool 
area  has  set  a  minimum  of  four-pence 
on  subsequent  run  houses.  Some  dis- 

tricts will  operate  on  the  basis  of  a 
one-penny  increase  on  all  admissions, 
while  others  are  trying  a  tentative 
scale,  subject  to  adjustment  later. 

Despite  the  estimated  30  per  cent 
increase  in  the  overhead  for  all  ex- 

hibitors in  the  country,  the  average 
admission  increase  is  estimated  at  less 
than  20  per  cent  over  the  country  as  a whole. 

Schaefer  Denies  Willkie 

Short  Release  Withheld 

George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president, 
on  Friday  denied  charges  of  Clarence 
Budington  Kelland,  assistant  in  charge 
of  publicity  of  the  Eastern  division  of 
the  Republican  National  Committee, 
and  Samuel  Pryor,  Jr.,  Eastern  cam- 

paign director,  that  pressure  by  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  had 
caused  RKO  to  withhold  release  of 
the  second  "Information  Please"  sub- 

ject in  which  Wendell  Willkie  appears. 
Schaefer  said :  "We  are  in  the  busi- 

ness of  selling  entertainment  and  see 
no  reason  why  we  should  advocate  the 
case  of  any  candidate,  whether  it  be 
Mr.  Roosevelt  or  Mr.  Willkie.  There 
is  no  question  of  freedom  of  the  press 
involved,  as  our  business  cannot  be 
compared  to  the  press  or  radio.  The 

screens  of  America  belong  to  the  the- 
atre owners,  and  to  do  anything  to 

advocate  the  interests  of  any  candi- 
date would  be  beyond  the  premise  of 

any  film  producer. 
"The  screens  of  America  cannot  be 

used  for  propaganda  or  political  pur- 
poses. Our  newsreels  give  a  50-50 

break  to  each  candidate,  and  beyond 
that  we  do  not  intend  to  go.  We  have 
one  Willkie  subject  in  release.  This 
was  made  and  completed  and  sched- uled for  release  before  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Willkie.  Under  normal  releas- 

ing circumstances  the  second  film 
would  be  scheduled  for  release  in  No- 

vember or  December.  Any  accelera- 
tion of  release  of  the  second  subject 

might  be  construed  as  political  propa- 

ganda." 
8 -Months  Building 

Totals  $14,528,000 
Theatre  building  in  the  37  states 

East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  for  the 
first  eight  months  of  this  year  totaled 
528  projects,  accounting  for  contracts 
valued  at  $14,528,000,  according  to 
Dodge  Reports. 

Total  floor  area  of  these  projects, 
including  new  construction  and  major 
alterations,  was  1,905,000  square  feet. 

In  the  same  period  in  1939  there 
were  547  projects  under  construction 
or  alteration  at  a  work  and  material 
cost  of  $16,280,000.  They  included 
1,950,000  square  feet.  In  the  first  eight 
months  of  1938  the  contract  total  was 
$15,302,000. 

New  Film  Treatment 

Needed,  Says  Small 
Hollywood,  Oct.  6. — The  regenera- tion of  American  interest  in  films  as 

entertainment  through  new  ideas  in 
stories  and  new  treatment,  in  order 
to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  foreign 
markets,  was  suggested  by  Edward 
Small,  producer,  following  his  return 
from  New  York  conferences  with 
United  Artists  executives. 
He  said  in  part :  "Audiences  today 

are  sophisticated  and  want  their  film 
fare  treated  in  a  sophisticated  way. 
They  demand  new  ideas  treated  with 
new  and  novel  production  embellish- 

ments. Naturally  such  pictures  will 

cost  more  but  will  regenerate  interest." 

Knute  Rockne — All  American'' 

[Warners] 

ON  this  occasion  the  Warners  turn  in  their  series  of  biographical 
studies  from  science  to  sports,  but  sports  in  the  larger  sense  of  their 

value  to  a  nation  and  culture,  and  have  created  a  fine,  impressive  motion 
picture. 

Knute  Rockne,  for  many  years  football  coach  at  Notre  Dame  Univ- 
ersity, was  a  man  respected  and  admired  thoughout  the  nation  for  a 

generation,  and  ■  revered  after  death  by  those  who  knew-  him.  He  has 
become  almost  a  legend  in  American  sporting  annals. 

This  film  is  the  story  of  Rockne's  life.  The  drama  and  comedy  of  the 
college  football  field,  the  locker  room  and  the  classroom  are  but  back- 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

OTHER  REVIEWS:  "Angels  Over  Broadway"— page  5;  "Mexican 
Spitfire  Out  West,"  "Frontier  Vengeance,"  "Drums  of  the  Desert," 
"My  Irish  Molly"— page  8. 

Big  5  Chiefs 

To  Meet  With 

U.S.  Tomorrow 

Company  Heads  to  Sign 
Decree  in  Capital 

Heads  of  the  five  consenting  com- 
panies will  meet  with  their  attorneys 

at  the  Bar  Association  Building  to- 
day to  clear  all  phases  of  the  pro- 

posed Federal  consent  decree  pre- 

paratory to  tomorrow's  meeting with  Department  of  Justice  officials 
in  Washington,  at  which  time  the 
decree  is  scheduled  to  be  formally 
accepted  and  signed  by  both  sides. 
As  reported  earlier  in  Motion 

Picture  Daily,  J.  Stephen  Doyle, 

Assistant  Attorney  General,  will  re- 

quest a  postponement  to  next  Mon- 
day of  the  hearing  on  the  decree 

scheduled  for  today  before  Federal 

Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. There  is  some  likelihood  that 
the  decree   may  not  be  pre- 

sented to  the  court  at  the  ad- 
journed hearing  next  Monday 

and  that  only  a  report  of  prog- 
ress will  be  made  at  that  time. 

This  is  due  to  the  possibility  that 
new   differences    may    arise   at  the 
Washington    hearing   tomorrow,  re- 

quiring additions  to  the  draft  or  re- 
phrasing of  some  sections.  Moreover, 

it  is  the  intent  of  the  Department  of (Continued  on  page  5) 

N.  Y.  MPTO  to  Hold 

3  State  Meetings 

Buffalo,  Oct.  6. — Three  state-wide 
luncheon  meetings  have  been  scheduled 
for  this  week  by  the  M.P.T.O.  State 
of  New  York,  Western  Zone.  The 
first  will  be  tomorrow  at  the  Variety 
Club  in  Buffalo ;  the  second  Tuesday 
at  the  Hotel  Syracuse,  Syracuse,  and 
the  third  Wednesday  at  the  Hotel  Ten 
Eyck,  Albany. 

Purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  incor- 
porate the  organization  under  the 

memberships  corporation  law  of  New 
York,  the  election  of  directors  and 
the  transfer  of  all  assets  to  the  new 

corporation. 
Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- 

dent, will  address  the  meetings  on  the 
proposed  consent  decree  and  its  effects 
on  the  industry  generally  and  exhibi- 

tors in  particular.  A.  Charles  Hayman 
is  president  of  the  organization  and Marian  Gueth  secretary. 
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Personal 

Mention 

LOUIS  B.  MAYER  and  Howard 
Strickling  left  for  the  Coast 

over  the  weekend  after  a  two-week 
visit  in  New  York. 

• 
Andrew  W.  Smith,  RKO  general 

sales  manager,  has  returned  from  De- troit. 
• 

Leo  Spitz  left  for  Chicago  yester- 
day.   He  will  be  gone  several  days. 

• 

H.  M.  Richey,  assistant  to  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 

sales  manager,  will  address  women's clubs  in  Detroit  and  Jackson,  Mich., 
this  week. 

• 

J.  J.  O'Leary,  general  manager  of the  Comerford  Circuit,  was  here  on 
Friday. 

• 
Lou  Brock,  RKO  producer,  has 

returned  to  Hollywood  from  home 
office  conferences. 

• 
Dorothy  Shewbridge,  secretary  to 

Sam  Bendheim,  Jr.,  general  manager 
of  the  Neighborhood  Theatres,  Inc., 
Richmond,  will  be  married  to  Alton 
Smith  on  Friday. 

• 
Harry  Wessel,  operator  of  the 

Film  Service  Co.,  Cincinnati,  has  be- 
come a  great  grandfather  through  the 

birth  of  a  daughter  to  Mrs.  David 
Besuden,  his  granddaughter. 

• 
Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary  to  A. 

Frank  O'Brien,  city  manager  of  Wil- mer  &  Vincent  in  Richmond,  has  gone 
to  Florida  for  a  month  to  recuperate 
from  an  operation. 

• 
Lois  M.  Brydges  of  the  staff  of  the 

Roseland,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  was 
married  recently  to  Roderick  B. 
MacDonald. 

• 
Arthur  B.  Holmes,  chief  electri- 

cian for  the  Wilmer  &  Vincent  cir- 
cuit in  Richmond  for  the  past  25  years, 

has  resigned. 
• 

Eleanor  Powell  left  for  the  Coast 
yesterday. 

Goodman  Will  Play 

At  Lodge  Banquet 
Benny  Goodman  and  his  orchestra 

will  provide  the  music  for  the  ban- 
quet and  ball  of  the  Cinema  Lodge, 

B'nai  B'rith,  at  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania Oct.  26,  it  was  announced  over 

the  weekend  by  Robert  Weitman,  en- 
tertainment chairman.  Frances  Lang- 

ford,  Jon  Hall,  Martha  Raye,  Woody 
Herman,  Glen  Miller  and  Tommy 
Reynolds  are  some  of  the  entertainers 
who  will  appear. 

Join  Roosevelt  Campaign 
Hollywood,  Oct.  6. — Walter  Wan- 

ger  today  joined  the  advisory  com- 
mittee and  Myron  Selznick  was  ap- 
pointed finance  committee  head  of  the 

Hollywood  for  Roosevelt  campaign 
headed  by  Pat  O'Brien. 

Theatre  Reduces  Price 
Rochester,  Oct.  6. — The  Cameo, 

neighborhood  house  here,  has  cut 
prices  to  a  straight  20  cents,  thus 
eliminating  the  Federal  tax. 

Texas  Consolidated 
To  Build  3  Houses 

Dallas,  Oct.  6.— Texas  Con- 
solidated Theatres,  an  affiliate 

of  the  Interstate  Circuit, 
owned  by  Karl  Hoblitzelle  and 
R.  J.  O'Donnell,  yesterday 
authorized  the  construction 
of  three  theatres.  One  of  800 
seats  will  be  at  Brownwood, 
where  the  36th  Division,  Texas 
National  Guard,  will  train. 
The  others,  both  of  400  seats, 
will  be  at  Corsicana  and  Paris. 
Interstate  already  operates  in 
the  three  Texas  cities.  Con- 

struction will  start  in  30  days, 
with  openings  planned  in 
January. 

G.  W.DellDead;Early 

Operator  in  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Oct.  6. — Funeral  services 

were  held  late  last  week  at  Kenmore, 
a  suburb,  for  George  W.  Dell,  65, 
one  of  the  first  projectionists  in  this 
city,  who  died  Thursday  at  Millard 
Fillmore  Hospital  after  several  weeks' illness. 
He  had  been  with  the  Little  Hippo- 

drome on  Lower  Main  Street  since 
1906.  Dell,  Arthur  P.  Miller,  Fred 
C.  Taylor  and  Dewitt  L.  Martin 
opened  the  house,  one  of  the  first  in 
Buffalo. 

Dell  is  survived  by  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Lottie  Schraeder.  He  was  a  veteran 

member  of  operators'  Local  233  here. 

Receiver  Sought 

For  Settos  Circuit 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  6. — Dissolution 

of  the  partnership  and  appointment  of 
a  receiver  is  asked  in  a  suit  filed  in 
Superior  Court  here  by  George  Settos 
against  his  partners  in  the  Settos  cir- 

cuit, William  Rosenthal  and  Frank 
M.  Krapp  of  La  Jolla,  Calif. 
Disagreement  concerning  the  opera- 

tion of  the  theatres  was  listed  as  a 
major  reason  for  desire  to  dissolve  the 
partnership.  The  three  men  own  vary- 

ing shares  of  several  theatres  in  In- 
diana and  three  houses  in  Shelbyville 

and  St.  Matthews,  Ky. 

Conn.  Allied  Hears 

Report  Tomorrow 
New  Haven,  Oct.  6. — Lawrence  C. 

Caplan,  Connecticut  Allied  executive 
secretary,  and  others  who  represented 
the  organization  at  the  recent  New 
Jersey  Allied  convention  and  Eastern 
Allied  regional  conference  at  Atlantic 
City  will  report  on  that  meeting  at  a 
membership  luncheon  session  at  the 
Hofbrau  House  here  Tuesday.  A.  M. 
Schuman  will  preside. 

CHARLIE  CHAPLIN  comedies 
produced  in  1914,  '15  and  '16  by 

Keystone,  Essanay  and  Mutual  will 
be  exhibited  at  the  Museum  of  Mod- 

ern Art  in  the  ninth  of  its  exhibition 
series  on  the  art  of  the  motion  pic- 

ture. They  will  be  shown  Oct.  9,  10, 
11,  and  24,  25  and  26. 

Other  films  on  the  month's  schedule 
include :  "It  Happened  One  Night," 
Oct.  15;  "Duck  Soup"  and  "The  Bar- 

ber Shop,"  Oct.  16;  "Sex  Life  of  the 
Polyp"  and  "Blonde  Crazy,"  Oct.  17; 

Defense  Unit  Meets 

On  Film,  Air  Setup 

Washington,  Oct.  6. — Members  of 
the  National  Defense  Advisory  Com- 

mission worked  over  the  weekend  on 
the  setup  of  its  cultural  organization, 
designed  to  coordinate  efforts  of  mo- 

tion pictures,  radio  and  the  press. 
Nelson  Rockefeller,  appointed  by 

President  Roosevelt  as  coordinator  of 
commercial  and  cultural  relations  be- 

tween the  American  republics,  ex- 
plained that  the  commission  hoped 

within  a  few  days  to  get  a  "top  man" to  head  the  effort. 
The  group  will  act  purely  as  a  coor- 

dinating body  and  not  in  any  way  as  a 
policy-making  organization.  Com- 

mission officials  will  advise  and  co- 
operate in  any  program  involving  films, 

broadcasting  or  the  press  which  may 
be  developed,  Rockefeller  said. 

Reopening  of  RKO 
Allowance  Up  Today 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  on 

Friday  ordered  a  hearing  for  today 
on  the  application  of  George  L.  Schein 
to  reopen  an  award  of  $8,000  made  to 
him  for  services  rendered  in  RKO 
reorganization  proceedings,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amount  allotted  was 
inadequate.  Schein,  who  had  repre- 

sented the  Schein  protective  stock- 
holders committee,  had  requested 

$100,000.  Judge  Bondy  also  signed  a 
formal  order  providing  for  the  pay- 

ment of  $640,747  in  allowances  and 
120,000  shares  of  stock. 

Bank  Sues  Hammons 

For  Unpaid  Notes 
The  Federation  Bank  and  Trust  Co. 

on  Friday  filed  suit  in  the  N..  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  Earle  W. 
Hammons  for  $31,000  on  alleged  un- 

paid notes  given  to  the  bank  in  1931. 
An  answer  filed  by  Hammons  gener- 

ally denies  the  complaint  and  contends 
that  the  bank  violated  an  agreement  to 
repurchase  shares  of  stock  from  Ham- mons when  he  tendered  stock  to  the 
bank. 

RCA  Will  Make  Up 

Salary  to  Draftees 
All  employes  of  RCA  and  subsidi- aries serving  in  the  U.  S.  armed 

forces  will  be  paid  the  difference  be- 
tween what  they  earn  in  their  last 

month  of  employment  and  their  first 
month  of  service.  The  announcement 
was  made  on  Friday  by  David  Sar- 
noff,  president,  following  a  board  of 
directors'  meeting.  The  company  also 
will  continue  in  force  for  one  year 
the  group  life  insurance  of  employes 
called  for  service. 

"The  General,"  Oct.  18;  "Wedding 
Bills"  and  "Big  Business,"  Oct.  19; 
"The  Strong  Man"  and  "The  Pro- 

fessional Patient,"  Oct.  20 ;  "The 
Freshman"  and  "High  and  Dizzy," 
Oct.  21  ;  "Grandma's  Boy"  and  "Sher- 

lock, Jr.,"  Oct.  7  and  22  ;  "Doubling  for 
Romeo"  and  "Gracious,"  Oct.  8  and 
23;  "His  Majesty  the  American," Oct.  9  and  24;  five  Mack  Sennett 
comedies,  Oct.  10  and  25,  and 
"Mickey"  and  "Stenographer  Wanted," 
Oct.  11  and  26. 

World 

Premieres 

A THREE-DAY  celebration  will  be held  in  conjunction  with  the 

opening  of  Paramount's  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  at  the  Chicago  The- 

atre in  Chicago  on  Oct.  24.  The  pre- 
miere itself  will  be  covered  by  a  coast- 

to-coast  air  hookup  from  WHN,  Ch 
cago  Tribune  station. 
A  special  foreign  press  screening 

the  film  will  be  held  Wednesday  m 
the  Canadian  Pavilion  at  the  World's Fair. 

A  group  of  Hollywood  players  and 
film  editors  from  Western  cities  will 
attend  the  opening  tomorrow  night  in 
San  Francisco  of  RKO's  "They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted."  Perry  Lieber, studio  publicity  head,  will  accompany 
the  Coast  group.  Terry  Turner  of 
the  home  office  is  handling  the  cam- 

paign in  San  Francisco. 

The  world  premiere  of  Warner's "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  will  be 
held  Oct.  18  in  three  houses  in  Ta- 
coma,  Wash.  Marjorie  Rambeau  and 
Alan  Hale,  the  film's  stars,  will  head a  Hollywood  contingent. 

The  world  premiere  of  the  20th 
Century-Fox  film,  "The  Mark  of 
Zorro,"  will  be  held  in  Cincinnati, 
home  town  of  Tyrone  Power,  star  of 
the  picture. 

Premiere  of  Republic's  "Who  Killed 
Aunt  Maggie?"  which  was  scheduled at  the  Rialto,  Atlanta,  Oct.  17,  has 
been  set  back  to  Oct.  24. 

Was  Torpedo  Victim 
Mimi  Tucker,  secretary  to  Monroe 

Greenthal  at  United  Artists,  has  re- 
ceived word  that  her  sister,  en  route 

from  England  to  a  haven  in  Java, 
and  her  husband,  a  Dutch  citizen,  were 
aboard  a  ship  which  was  torpedoed 
and  sunk.  Miss  Tucker's  sister  was drowned  and  her  husband,  a  survivor, 
was  brought  to  Scotland. 

Aid  'Night  of  Stars' Don  Albert,  music  director  of 
WHN,  and  Sidney  Piermont  of 
Loew's  will  be  music  director  and 
stage  manager,  respectively,  of  the 
"Night  of  Stars"  show  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  Nov.  27  for  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal. 
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at  the  Astor  and  the  Capitol  Theatres,  New  York. 
Ail  seats  reserved  at  $2.20  Thereafter,  all  seats 

reserved  at  the  Astor  only  at  $2.20  top,  while  at 

the  Capitol,  continuous  showing,  from  $1.10  to  75c. 
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Women's  Work 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  6. — A  reper- 

cussion of  conscription  is  felt 
in  theatrical  circles  here  with 
the  announcement  by  Fox 
that  it  is  replacing  the  mas- 

culine ushers  in  the  Palace 
here  with  girls.  It  was  said 
that  nine  ushers  have  left 
downtown  Fox  houses  to  join 
the  service  and  that  ushers  re- 

maining at  the  Palace  will  be 
shifted  to  vacancies  in  the 
staffs  at  the  circuit's  Strand and  Wisconsin  theatres. 

4IT  Director  Sues 

To  Restrain  Merger 

Samuel  I.  Posen,  a  director  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures  Co.,  will  apply  today 

in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  for  an  order 
directing  the  examination  of  defend- 

ants in  a  suit  he  brought  Friday 
against  Universal  Pictures,  Standard 
Capital  and  others. 
The  suit  seeks  an  accounting  and 

an  injunction  to  restrain  a  merger  of 
Universal  Pictures  and  Universal 
Corp. 

Statement  by  Board 
The  following  statement  was  issued 

by  the  Universal  board  of  directors  : 
"The  main  basis  of  the  complaint 

filed  by  Mr.  Posen  against  Universal 
and  its  directors  is  the  sale  of  an 
English  distributing  subsidiary  and  the 
making  of  certain  employment  con- 

tracts after  the  recent  change  in  own- 
ership of  Universal. 

''The  subsequent  history  of  Univer- 
sal and  its  record  of  progress  and 

achievement  domestically,  in  England 
and  throughout  the  world  is  a  com- 

plete justification  of  the  distribution 
and  other  policies  pursued  by  the  new 
owners  and  management  and  a  com- 

plete answer  to  the  baseless  and  un- 
founded charges  of  mismanagement. 

"Universal  and  its  directors  are  con- 
fident that  they  will  thoroughly  an- 

swer these  charges  in  court  when  the 
case  comes  up  for  trial." 
Charges  Purchase  Price  Excessive 
Posen,  who  owns  100  shares  of  Uni- 

versal common  stock  and  50  shares 
of  preferred,  and  is  a  representative 
of  preferred  stockholders  on  the  board, 
charged  that  the  $5,450,000  paid  for 
acquisition  of  the  late  Carl  Laemmle's controlling  stock  in  Universal  was 
"exorbitant"  and  attacked  the  propri- 

ety of  employment  contracts  subse- 
quently made  with  Charles  R.  Rogers, 

R.  H.  Cochrane  and  J.  Cheever  Cow- 
din. 
Two  other  stockholders,  Celia 

Brown,  owning  90  shares  of  preferred, 
and  Esther  M.  Tolmach,  190  shares  of 
preferred,  are  co-complainants. 

Defendants  named  in  addition  to 
those  mentioned  include :  Western 
Electric,  Erpi,  Eastman  Kodak,  J. 
Arthur  Rank,  George  N.  Armsby, 
Lawrence  W.  Fox,  Daniel  Shaeffer, 
Preston  Davie,  Paul  G.  Brown,  Wil- 

lis H.  Taylor,  Ottavio  Prochet,  Sam- 
uel Spring,  Willard  S.  McKay,  Budd 

Rogers  and  Daniel  C.  Collins. 

Talk  K.C.  Union  Pact 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  6. — Operators 

still  have  not  closed  their  contracts 
for  the  new  season  with  local  theatres. 
The  union  is  asking  for  vacations  with 
pay,  and  has  run  into  opposition.  The 
old  contracts  expired  Aug.  31. 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American" 

[Warners] 

(.Continued  from  pai;c  1) 
ground  to  the  cinematic  biography  of  Rockne,  and  it  a  strong  and  moving 
story  in  every  respect.  To  Pat  O'Brien,  in  the  title  role,  must  go  praise 
for  perhaps  the  best  performance  of  his  career.  He  makes  Rockne  live 
on  the  screen.  His  makeup  in  many  instances  makes  him  appear  incred- 

ibly like  Rockne,  and  an  occasional  use  of  speech  and  physical  mannerism 
almost  brings  the  man  to  life. 

The  bestowal  of  praise  must  be  as  long  as  the  credit  list,  from  Jack 
L.  Warner,  in  charge  of  production,  and  Hal  B.  Wallis,  executive  pro- 

ducer, through  Robert  Fellows,  associate  producer ;  Lloyd  Bacon,  direc- 
tor ;  Robert  Buckner,  who  wrote  the  original  screenplay,  and  the  sup- 

porting cast.  Gale  Page  is  highly  capable,  in  a  restrained  portrait  of 
Mrs.  Rockne ;  Donald  Crisp  is  splendid  as  Father  Callahan,  president 
of  Notre  Dame,  and  Ronald  Reagan  as  the  famous  Notre  Dame  player, 
George  Gipp,  and  Albert  Basserman  as  Father  Nieuwland,  Notre  Dame 
scientist,  are  excellent. 

The  story,  based  on  the  private  papers  of  Mrs.  Rockne,  and  reports  of 

Rockne's  friends,  begins  with  the  arrival  in  Chicago  of  young  Knute 
with  his  family  from  Norway.  The  boy  learns  to  play  and  love  football. 
Years  pass,  and  Knute  works  in  the  local  post  office  to  earn  enough  to 
matriculate  at  Notre  Dame.  There  he  not  only  attains  high  scholastic 
standing,  but,  with  his  roommate,  Gus  Dorais,  makes  football  history 
with  the  use  of  the  forward  pass.  At  graduation,  Rockne  chooses  football 
coaching  to  science  as  a  career.  He  marries  Bonnie  Skiles. 

Pictured  then  is  the  history  of  Rockne's  life  work  as  a  coach,  and  as 
a  molder  of  men,  the  development  of  Gipp  as  Notre  Dame's  greatest 
star,  and  the  latter's  untimely  death ;  the  subsequent  creation  of  the  famed 
Four  Horsemen,  Rockne's  illness  necessitating  coaching  from  a  wheel 
chair,  and  his  stirring  defense  of  college  football  as  an  adjunct  to  educa- 

tion when  it  is  under  nationwide  fire.  His  long-deferred  vacation  in 
Florida  in  1931  is  interrupted  by  a  call  to  California.  The  plane  crashes 
and  Rockne  is  killed.  The  dignity  and  beauty  of  the  funeral  rites  at 
Notre  Dame  are  a  highlight  of  the  film. 

The  spirit  of  Americanism  glows  through  the  picture.  It  is  entertain- 
ment of  the  finest  kind. 

Running  time,  98  minutes.    "G."*  Charles  A.  Aaronson 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Hollywood  Review 

"Angels  Over  Broadway" (Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  6. — This,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  Show  Business, 
is  one  of  those  rare  pictures  you'll  be  wanting  to  recommend  not  only 
to  the  customers  but  to  friends,  family  and  favored  relatives.  For 
this  is  a  picture  apart  from  the  crowd,  an  intelligent  employment  of  in- 

cisive dialogue,  veracious  setting,  plausible  circumstances,  credible  in- 
cident and  brilliant  acting  in  the  telling  of  a  strong  story  which  springs 

from  and  is  animated  by  impulses  inherent  in  the  characters  participat- 
ing. It  is  a  film  of  ideas  and  force,  suspense  and  power,  conceived  and 

executed  solely  for  entertainment  purposes  and  entertaining  mightily. 
Author,  producer  and  director  of  the  picture  is  Ben  Hecht.  This  is 

about  the  finest  specimen  of  screen  writing  in  some  years. 

Scene  of  Hecht's  realistic  imaginings  is  New  York.  His  characters 
are  a  weakling  defaulter  on  suicide  bent,  a  would-be  scout  for  crooked 
gamblers,  a  down-at-heel  dancer  seeking  a  break  on  any  terms  she  can 
wangle,  a  spent  playwright  vocal  and  inventive  in  his  cups,  assorted 
night-figures,  gangsters,  citizens.  Kernel  of  the  story  is  a  scheme  for 
plundering  the  defaulter  which  succeeds,  contrary  to  plannings,  in  saving 
him,  but  the  power  of  it  is  in  characterization,  plot  development  and, 
finally,  a  series  of  taut  situations  seldom  paralleled  for  sustained  tension. 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  starred  as  the  would-be  crook  and  also  on 
the  credit  sheet  as  associate  producer,  turns  in  a  sterling  portrayal  of 

an  unheroic  hero.  Thomas  Mitchell's  enactment  of  the  dissolute  play- 
wright is  an  all-time  high  in  his  long  sequence  of  sparkling  performances. 

Rita  Hayworth  as  the  girl  and  John  Qualen  as  the  colorless  defaulter 
measure  up  to  Fairbanks  and  Mitchell.  Others  adding  importantly  to  the 
whole  are  George  Watts,  Ralph  Theodore,  Eddie  Foster,  Jack  Roper  and 
Constance  Worth.  Lee  Garmes  co-directed  and  photographed  the  pro- 
duction. 

Running  time,  79  minutes.    "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

Big  5  Chiefs 

To  Meet  With 

U.S.  Tomorrow 

(.Continued  from  pane  1) 
Justice  to  distribute  the  final  draft 
to  exhibitor  representatives  in  time 
for  them  to  study  it  and  prepare  their 
opposition  before  the  decree  is  sub- 

mitted to  the  court.  Thus,  if  no  com- 
plete agreement  is  reached  tomorrow, 

exhibitors  would  have  insufficient  time 
to  do  this  by  next  Monday. 

Those  expected  to  attend  today's meeting  include:  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
J.  Robert  Rubin  and  John  W.  Davis, 
for  Loew's ;  Harry  M.  Warner,  Jo- 

seph Hazen  and  Joseph  Proskauer,  for 
Warners ;  George  J.  Schaefer,  Colonel 
William  J.  Donovan  and  O.  C.  Doer- 
ing,  Jr.,  for  RKO ;  Barney  Balaban, 
Austin  Keough  and  Thomas  D. 
Thacher,  for  Paramount,  and  Richard 
Dwight  and  John  Caskey  for  20th 
Century-Fox.  W.  C.  Michel,  execu- 

tive vice-president  of  the  latter  com- 
pany, may  represent  Sidney  R.  Kent, 

president,  who  left  for  the  Coast  over 
the  weekend. 

The  same  group,  or  most  of  them, 
is  expected  to  comprise  the  company 
delegation  which  will  be  in  Washing- ton tomorrow. 

Connecticut  M.P.T.O. 
Urges  Federal  Action 
New  Haven,  Oct.  6. — Urging  the 

Government  to  take  the  initiative  in  re- 
vising the  proposed  Federal  consent 

decree  along  the  lines  advocated  by 
exhibitors,  the  M.P.T.O.  of  Connecti- 

cut followed  up  its  recent  vote  of 
opposition  to  the  decree  with  a  letter 
to  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man  Arnold  reviewing  the  reasons  for 
that  action. 

"While  exhibitors  are  not  parties  to 
the  proceeding  and  do  not  even  have 
amicus  curiae  standing,"  the  letter 
states,  "it  would  seem  that  if  they  are 
to  be  third  party  beneficiaries  the 
consent  decree  finally  adopted  should 
be  the  most  favorable  for  them  and 

still  accomplish  the  Government's aims,  and  not  be  too  great  a  hardship 

on  distributors." The  letter  contends  that  the  block- 
of-five  provision  "aggravates  the 
problem  of  block  booking"  and  will probably  increase  film  rentals. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

W.B.  Players  Hailed 

At  Notre  Dame  Game 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  Oct.  6.— Pat 
O'Brien,  Gale  Page,  Ronald  Reagan, 
Donald  Crisp  and  Mrs.  Knute  Rockne 
were  enthusiastically  received  at 
Notre  Dame  Stadium  here  Saturday 
between  halves  of  the  Notre  Dame- 
College  of  the  Pacific  game.  The  cere- 

monies were  broadcast  over  the  Mu- 
tual network. 

This  was  one  of  the  final  events  of 
the  week  of  festivities  in  conjunction 
with  Warners'  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American,"  which  was  given  a  four- theatre  premiere  here  Friday  night, 

followed  by  a  grand  ball  at  the  Pa- lais Royale.  The  film  will  open  this 
week  in  400  theatres. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld  and  Mort  Blu- 
menstock,  who  supervised  the  week's events,  will  head  the  Warner  group 
returning  to  New  York  Monday  morn- 

ing. 



250,000  PEOPLE  marched  into  South  Bend,  Indiana,  trebling  the 
university  town's  regular  population  of  101,000  lor  the  celebration 
of  Knute  Roekne  Week.  Above  is  part  of  tremendous  crowd  that 
greeted  the  "South  Bend  Special"  at  the  station  for  a  reception  that 
overshadowed  any  accorded  the  "Great  Rock"  .following  his  most 
important  gridiron  victories. 

WELCOME  ROARED  across  the  nation  as  every  newspaper  syndi 
in  the  country,  columnists  from  north,  east,  south  and  west  and 
three  top  radio  networks  told  their  millions  of  readers  and  liste 
of  the  Hollywood  stars  and  national  celebrities  who  came  to  pai 
pate  in  the  Knute  Roekne  week  celebration. 

WARNERS  HIT  SHOWMANSHIP  PE 

4-THEATRE  PREMIERE  REACHES  E 

m 

MRS.  BONNIE  SKILES  ROCKNE,  who  aided 
in  the  production  of  the  film,  hosted  the  stars 
in  her  South  Bend  home.  Again  left  to  right 
are  Ronald  Reagan,  Mrs.-  Roekne,  Elmer  Lay- 
den,  Pat  O'Brien,  Rosemary  Lane,  Gale  Page, Anita  Louise. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL  FRANK  C.  WALKER  payed  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Ki 
Roekne.    In  the  conventional  order  are  Pat  O'Brien,  who  portrays  Knute  Roekne  In 
film,  Mrs.  Roekne,  Donald  Crisp  and  the  Postmaster  General. 



pHAT  ROCKS  THE  NATION 

RELEASED !! 
'Mmm 

fiTE  SMITH  BROADCAST  at  the  gala      FRANKLIN    D.    ROOSEVELT,    JR.  MAYOR  JESSE  I.  PAVEY,  of  South  Bend,  met  the 
liquet  that  drew  4,000  people  to  the  Notre      brought  a  message  from  the  president  train  and  its  celebrities.     Left  to  right  are  Ronald 

tfJ!me  dining  hall.    The  Mutual  Broadcast-      of  the  United  States  to  Mrs.  Bonnie  Reagan,  Rosemary  Lane,  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  Gale 
if;  System  relayed  the  reception  to  hun-      Skiles  Rockne.    (L.  to  R.)  Gale  Page,  Page,  Mrs.  Pat  O'Brien  and  Pat  O'Brien. 

Rev.  Hugh  O'Donnell,  C.  S.  C,  and ;ds  of  Notre  Dame  Alumni  dinners. 
F.  D.  R.,  Jr. 

:  as  news  of  south  bend 

:ry  corner  of  the  land 

-iNALS  ON  as  the  stars  make  appearances  at  the  film's  four- 
I  safer  world  premiere.  Standing:  Peggy  Diggins,  Irene  Rich,  Oail 
j  trick,  Anita  Louise,  Mrs.  Rockne,  Gale  Page,  Rosemary  Lane, 
j  ne  Wyman.    (Crouching)  Charles  Ruggles,  Ricardo  Cortez,  Owen 
vis,  Jr.,  Bob  Hope,  Jimmie  Fidler,  Donald  Crisp,  Pat  O'Brien,  Rudy 
Hee,  Ronald  Reagan,  Frankiln  D.  Roosevelt,  Jr. 
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Showmanship 

Flashes •   •  • 

Resemblance  Contest 
For  'Great  Profile' 

Baltimore,  Oct.  6. — Men  and  women 
whose  features  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  John  Barrymore  have 
been  invited  to  compete  for  a  bronze 
plaque  of  the  actor.  The  promotion 
was  in  connection  with  the  showing  of 
"The  Great  Profile"  at  the  New  The- 

atre here.  The  plaque  is  the  work  of 
Louis  Rosenthal,  well-known  sculptor 
of  Baltimore. 

Has  Defense  Group 
Sponsor  "Ramparts" 

Asheville,  N.  C.,  Oct.  6.— For  the 
run  of  "The  Ramparts  We  Watch," the  Imperial  Theatre  has  had  the 
engagement  sponsored  by  the  local 
Committee  for  the  Defense  of 
America  by  Helping  British.  Booths 
were  set  up  in  department  stores 
and  specially  printed  tickets  were 
sold.  A  special  theatre  front  was 
built  for  the  engagement. 

Metro  Inaugurates  New 
Exploitation  Service 
M-G-M  has  inaugurated  a  new  ex- 

ploitation service,  called  the  Honor 
Roll  Campaign,  in  the  form  of  a  new 
cooperative  service  sheet  which  will 
contain  details  of  outstanding  exhibi- 

tor campaigns  on  M-G-M  releases. 
Showmen  whose  campaigns  are  used 
will  be  awarded  Honor  Roll  buttons, 
and  any  winning  the  recognition  six 
times  within  a  six-month  period  will 
receive  plaques.  First  recipient  will 
be  Charles  Taylor,  publicity  and  ad- 

vertising director  of  Shea's  Great 
Lakes  Theatre,  Buffalo,  for  his  cam- 

paign on  "Boom  Town." 

Special  Appeals  Are 
Used  on  'Correspondent' 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  6. — In  a  de- 

parture from  its  usual  ad  campaigns, 
the  United  Artists  Theatre  sup- 

plemented its  drama  page  ads  with 
special  appeals  in  different  parts  of  the 
Chronicle  and  Daily  Nezvs.  Initial  re- 

sponse has  more  than  justified  the 
slight  additional  expense,  according  to 
Charles  Schlaifer,  advertising  man- 

ager. In  the  first  test  a  straight  one- 
column,  eight-inch  ad,  telling  why 
readers  should  see  "Foreign  Corre- 

spondent," appeared  on  Page  2  of  the Chronicle  and  on  the  editorial  page  of 
the  Daily  News.  More  than  30  unso- 

licited letters  praising  the  idea  were 
received  the  next  day. 

U.  S.  Housing  Authority 
Cooperates  on  "Christian" 
The  United  States  Housing  Au- 

thority is  cooperating  with  RKO  in 
the  publicizing  of  "The  Courageous 
Dr.  Christian,"  in  which  bad  housing is  part  of  the  theme.  Letters  have 
been  sent  by  officials  of  the  authority 
in  Washington  to  all  local  agents,  ask- 

ing their  cooperation  with  theatre 
managers  in  the  selling  of  the  film. 
Leon  J.  Bamberger,  sales  promotion 
manager  for  RKO,  made  the  tieup  at 
Washington. 

Gregory  to  Springer 
Francis  F.  Gregory  has  resigned  as 

general  manager  of  AudiVision,  Inc., 
to  join  Springer  Pictures,  Inc.,  of  De- 

troit and  New  York,  in  a  production 
capacity. 

Feature  Reviews 

Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West" (RKO) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  6. — Another  in  the  series  of  pictures  featuring  Lupe 

Velez  and  Leon  Errol,  "Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  is  a  most  hilarious 
film,  dealing  in  the  fundamentals  of  screen  comedy  to  glean  the  maxi- 

mum number  of  laughs  from  its  material.  Miss  Velez  is  her  usual  fiery 
self,  Errol  again  plays  the  dual  role  of  a  British  millionaire  and  a  hen 
pecked  American,  and  Donald  Woods,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Cecil  Kellaway, 
Linda  Hayes  and  Charles  Coleman,  other  regulars  of  the  series,  are 
also  seen. 

The  screenplay  by  Charles  E.  Roberts  and  Jack  Townley,  from  Rob- 
erts' story,  places  accent  on  slapstick  and  farce,  with  director  Leslie 

Goodwins  letting  the  character  have  full  sway.  Cliff  Reid  produced 
under  executive  producer  Lee  Marcus. 
.  Miss  Velez,  as  the  wife  of  Woods,  an  advertising  man,  goes  to  Reno 

to  get  a  divorce.  Meanwhile,  Woods'  important  client  comes  to  America 
to  sign  a  new  deal.  Torn  between  his  wife's  actions  and  the  efforts  of 
a  rival  agency  to  get  the  Briton's  account,  Woods  enlists  the  aid  of  his 
uncle,  who  impersonates  the  Briton.  Confusion  reigns  until  the  final 
fadeout,  and  the  preview  audience  almost  had  hysterics. 

Running-  time,  76  minutes.   "G."*  Vance  King 

'Frontier  Vengeance' (Republic) 

"Frontier  Vengeance"  is  the  story  of  two  rival  stagecoach  lines  in 
the  West,  one  of  which  unlawfully  tries  to  put  the  other,  honestly  oper- 

ated, out  of  the  running.  Acts  of  sabotage  committed  against  the  latter 
eventually  prove  futile  and  the  lawbreakers  are  exposed  and  apprehended. 

With  competent  direction  and  camera  work,  the  various  chases,  fights 
and,  in  particular  a  race  at  the  end,  yield  a  maximum  of  suspense  and 
excitement.    The  film  is  good  Western  entertainment. 

Don  "Red"  Barry  performs  smoothly  in  the  top  role  while  an  adequate 
supporting  cast  is  composed  of  Betty  Moran,  George  Offerman,  Jr., 
Ivan  Miller,  Kenneth  MacDonald  and  others. 

Nate  Watt  directed  while  Reggie  Lanning  handled  the  camera.  Ben- 
nett Cohen  and  Barry  Shipman  adapted  Cohen's  original  story.  George Sherman  was  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  57  minutes.  "G."* 

"Drums  of  the  Desert" 
(Monogram) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  6. — Topical  melodrama,  romance  and  humor  are  the 

ingredients  in  this  story  of  parachute  troops  in  the  African  desert,  fight- 
ing tribesmen  for  the  Foreign  Legion. 

Ralph  Byrd  is  seen  as  lieutenant  of  the  newly  formed  parachute  corps, 
who  falls  in  love  with  Lorna  Gray,  fiancee  of  his  best  friend  in  the 
Legion.  The  situation  works  itself  out  with  the  death  of  the  friend, 
portrayed  by  Boyd  Irwin. 

Manton  Moreland  is  the  source  of  the  humor,  and  gives  a  stand-out 
performance  as  the  sergeant  of  the  parachute  group.  The  Paul  Mal- 

vern production  was  directed  by  George  Waggner  from  a  Dorothy 
Reid-Joseph  West  screenplay  based  on  a  story  by  John  T.  Neville. 
Peter  George  Lynn,  William  Castello,  Jean  Del-Val  and  Ann  Codee 
round  out  the  cast. 

Running  time,  63  minutes.    "G."*  W.  S. 

'My  Irish  Molly" (Monogram) 

The  basic  theme  of  "My  Irish  Molly"  is  in  the  effort  of  an  Irish  family 
to  bring  into  its  custody  a  little  girl,  who,  upon  her  father's  death,  is 
brought  to  live  with  a  mean  aunt.  The  child,  Binkie  Stuart,  and  Tom 
Burke,  an  Irish  tenor,  sing  a  number  of  Irish  favorites  as  the  story  is 

told.  Among  these  are  "Londonderry  Air,"  "Come  Back  to  Erin"  and 
"Ireland,  Mother  Ireland." 

Billed  as  an  "Irish-American  comedy-drama,"  the  film  is  best  suited 
for  theatres  which  might  cater  to  audiences  most  interested  in  this  type 
of  film. 

Maureen  O'Hara  has  the  principal  feminine  lead,  providing  the 
romantic  element  with  Phillip  Reed.  The  latter  is  seen  as  an  American 
writer.    John  F.  Argyle  produced  the  film  in  Ireland. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.  "G."* 
*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Reopen  Miami  Theatre 
Miami,  Oct.  6.— The  Mayfair, 

which  has  been  closed  for  the  Sum- 
mer, has  reopened. 

Open  California  House 
Perris,  Cal.,  Oct.  6.— I.  H.  Mc- 

Dowell and  Tom  Sharpe  have  opened 
the  Perris  Theatre  here. 

Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Power  and  the  Land" (RKO) 
This  film  is  being  distributed  by 

RKO  without  charge,  on  behalf  of 
the  Rural  Electrification  Administra- 

tion of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. It  depicts  a  day  in  the  life 

of  an  Ohio  farm  family  before  and 
after  electric  power  was  available  to  it. 

The  four-reel  subject  was  directed  by 
Joris  Ivens ;  commentary  was  written 
by  Stephen  Vincent  Benet,  and  narrated 
by  William  P.  Adams.  It  was  photo- 

graphed effectively  by  Floyd  Crosby 
and  Arthur  Ornitz.  Because  of  the 

necessarily  prosaic  material — and  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  the  labor-saving 
and  conveniences  to  the  farmer  of 
electricity — the  film  has  little  interest 
to  audiences  outside  of  rural  districts 
and  agrarian  centers  in  which  electric 
power  for  the  farm  is  still  unavail- 

able. To  these,  however,  it  depicts 
not  only  the  advantages  of  having 
rural  power  but  also  the  way  to  ob- 

tain it.  Considering  these  as  its  ob- 
jectives, it  serves  its  purpose  in  a 

laudably  professional  and  pictorial 
manner.    Running  time,  36  mins. 

"March  of  Time,  No.  2" (RKO) 
With  interest  centered  on  the  daily 

London  air  raids,  March  of  Time  has 
produced  a  reel  dealing  with  the  aerial 
arm  of  Britain's  fighting  forces.  "Brit- ain's R.A.F.,"  as  the  short  is  called, 
reveals  how  each  department  of  the 
air  force  functions. 

Schools  in  Canada  to  train  new  pilots, 
shipments  of  planes  from  the  United 
States,  the  observation  planes,  the 
fighters,  convoys  and  bombing  ships 
are  all  shown.  The  subject  starts 
challengingly  with  some  shots  of  an 
actual  raid  with  land  observation  posts 
noting  the  position  of  the  raiders,  the 
defending  planes  going  up  to  meet 
them  and  the  dog  fights  in  the  air. 
Running  time,  18  mins. 

Sues  Union  Officials 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  6. — Darwood  Shel- 
ton,  former  operator  at  the  Over- 

land, has  filed  suit  in  the  Circuit 
Court  for  $5,794  from  Robert  Tom- 
sen,  business  agent  of  the  Motion  Pic- 

ture Operators'  Union,  Local  143,  and Frank  B.  Gralike,  assistant  business 
agent  of  the  International  Brother- hood of  Electrical  Workers,  claiming 
loss  of  his  job  because  of  the  de- fendants. 

Repuhlic-1  nter state  Deal 
Dallas,  Oct.  6.  —  The  Interstate 

Circuit  has  closed  for  the  1940-41 
product  of  Republic  Pictures.  The  cir- 

cuit was  represented  by  R.  J.  O'Don- nell,  general  manager,  in  the  deal. 
Signing  for  the  film  company  were 
James  R.  Grainger,  president ;  Wil- liam Underwood  and  Claude  Ezell, 
Texas  franchise  holders,  and  Lloyd 
Rust,  Dallas  branch  manager. 

22  Censor  Cuts  in  Ohio 

Columbus,  Oct.  6. — Ohio  censors ordered  22  eliminations  from  a  total 
of  511  reels  reviewed  in  September, 
compared  with  28  eliminations  from 
549  reels  reviewed  in  August.  During 
September,  1939,  a  total  of  508  reels 
was  reviewed,  and  25  eliminations  or- dered. 





GEORGE  ABBOTT'S  MUSICAli 



COMEDY  STAGE  SENSATION! 

Romance  set  to  the  liveliest  musk  and  dancing  that's 
graced  the  screen  in  YEARS/  ♦ .  ♦  Breathless  specialty 

numbers . . .  Heart-lifting  story . . .  Buoyant  youth  . .  . 

Sparkling  glamour..  Joyous  laughter... Definitely  the 

type  of  big  show  the  box-office  wants  most  TODAY! 

with  a  Hollywood  and  .original  play  cast,  mcju< 

LUCILLE  BALL* RICHARD  CARLSON* ANN 

MILLER  •  EDDIE  BRACKEN  •  FRANCES 

ANGFORD  •  DESI  ARNAZ  •  HAL  LEROY 

Produced  and  Directed  by  GEORGE  ABBOTT 
XKO 

RADIO 
ToureT  i 

V 

HARRY  E.  EDINGTON,  Executive  Producer 

8  RODGERS  AND  HART  HIT  SONGS 
IN  EVERY  MOOD  AND  RHYTHM! 

"I  Didn't  Know  What  Time  It  Was" 

"Heroes  in  the  Fall"  •  "Look  Out" 

-Spic  and  Spanish"  •  "You're  Nearer" "Pottawatomie"  •  "Love  Never  Went 

To  College"  •  "Cause  We  Got  Cake" 



X 

Anna  Neagle,  in  Herbert 
Wilcox's  production  of  that 
record  long-run  musical  hit, 

"No,  No  Nanette,"— an- other big  one  soon  to  take 
its  place  along  with  RKO 
Radio  shows  like  Carole 
Lombard  and  Charles 

Laughton  in  "They  Knew 

What  They  Wanted"  — 
Ginger  Rogers  in  "Kitty Foyle"  —  Kay  Kyser  in 
"You'll  Find  Out"  and  Orson 

Welles  in  "Citizen  Kane." 
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Off  the  Antenna 

WJZ  last  week  returned  to  its  normal,  pre-war  operating  schedule  and 
is  closing  down  at  1  A.M.  instead  of  2.  WEAF  decided  to  shut  down 

at  1  A.M.  several  weeks  ago  because  of  tests  for  the  new  transmitter  and 
WJZ  has  decided  to  follow  suit.  WOR,  which  increased  its  operating  time 
from  1 :35  A.M.  to  2  at  the  time  of  the  Munich  crisis,  still  continues  its  2 

A.M.  closing.  WABC  officials  stated  that  the  station's  closing  time  was extended  to  2  A.M.  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago  for  reasons  unconnected  with 
war  news  and  that  the  2  o'clock  closing  would  continue. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Mary  York,  heard  over  WNEW  Wednesdays  at  8:45 

P.M.,  disclosed  last  week  tlmt  she  is  Mrs.  Raymond  Paige  in  private  life.  .  .  . 
Alphonse  Pappas,  IVTRY,  Troy,  announcer,  was  married  last  week  to  Helen 
Hicks.  .  .  .  William  H.  Tompkins,  WOKO,  Albany,  newscaster,  has  an- 

nounced his  engagement  to  Frances  E.  Seymour.  .  .  .  Laimy  Ross  celebrates 
his  first  anniversary  on  "Memory  Lane"  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Arch  O'boler  will 
arrive  from  Hollyivood  this  week  to  direct  Raymond  Massey  in  "This  Pre- 

cious Freedom"  over  NBC-Red  Friday  at  9:30  P.M.  .  .  .  T.  F.  Hall,  with 
General  Electric  at  Bridgeport,  has  been  nmned  field  specialist  in  television 
with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles.  .  .  .  Guy  C.  Hickok,  director  of  NBC's 
international  division,  left  over  the  weekend  via  Clipper  for  a  month's  busi- ness and  pleasure  trip  to  South  American  cities. 

•  •  • 
WOR  has  had  a  sudden  upturn  in  sponsors  who  sell  razors.  Gillette 

Safety  Razor  for  the  World  Series,  Schick  for  professional  football, 
American  Safety  Razor  for  Wythe  Williams  and  Marlin  blades  for  Henry 
Morgan's  participation  show. •  •  • 
Program  News:  WNYC  has  started  a  series  of  broadcasts  on  English, 

current  events,  vocational  guidance  and  consumer  education  in  cooperation 
with  the  Board  of  Education.  The  series  is  part  of  an  adult  education  pro- 
grain  planned  for  the  station.  .  .  .  Harry  H.  Balkin,  a  character  analyst,  will 
fill  the  spot  left  vacant  by  Elliott  Roosevelt  over  WMCA  tonight  at  8:15  P.M. 
.  .  .  Rudy  Vallee's  Sealtest  program  will  origin-ate  from  Hollyivood  beginning 
Thursday,  Oct.  17.  .  .  .  Conti  Products  has  signed  to  sponsor  "Great  Masters," a  recorded  concert  music  program  Mondays  through  Fridays  at  5 :30  P.M. 
over  WQXR.  Other  new  business  for  the  station  includes  Packard  cars,  Flint 
&  Horner,  Vicks  and  Cecil  &  Presbrey.  .  .  .  The  Planters  Nut  and  Chocolate 
Co.  is  sponsoring  a  half-hour  program,  "What's  on  Your  Mind"  over  nine 
stations  of  the  Columbia  Mountain  and  Pacific  network,  Friday,  7:15-7:45 
P.M.  .  .  .  "Silver  Theatre!'  sponsored  by  International  Silver  Co..,  returned 
to  CBS  yesterday  for  its  third  year,  at  6-6:30  P.M.  Sundays,  replacing  "Fun 
in  Print,"  the  Summer  show. •  •  • 

Eddie  Cantor  will  celebrate  his  10th  anniversary  on  the  air  Wednes- 
day night  on  the  Bristol-Myers  Co.  program  at  9  P.M.  over  NBC. 

•  •  • 
WLW,  Cincinnati,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Music, 

is  offering  10  scholarships  in  radio  training  which  will  be  awarded  on  the 
basis  of  the  applicant's  training  and  auditions.  The  scholarships,  each  valued 
at  $100,  will  provide  free  tuition  for  three  or  four  radio  courses  in  produc- 

tion, acting,  announcing  and  sound  effects  engineering. 

F.C.C.  Authorizes 

Power  Increases 

Washington,  Oct.  6. — An  increase 
in  power  from  10,000  to  50,000  watts 
has  been  granted  Station  KYW,  Phila- 

delphia, by  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission. 

Other  permits  granted  by  the  com- 
mission authorized  Stations  WPAR, 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  to  increase 
power  from  100  to  250  watts  ;  KMED, 
Medford,  Ore.,  to  increase  night 
power  from  250  to  1,000  watts; 
WDSU,  New  Orleans,  to  increase 
power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts; 
WNEW,  New  York,  to  increase  night 
power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts; 
WKST,  New  Castle,  Pa.,  to  extend 
time  from  day  to  unlimited ;  WBRC, 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  increase  night 
power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts; 
WDBJ,  Roanoke,  Va.,  to  increase 
night  power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts, 
and  WSBT,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  to 
change  frequency  from  1,360  to  930 
kilocycles. 
An  application  for  authority  to  con- 

struct a  new  1,370-kilocycle,  250-watt 
station  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  was  filed 
by  William  D.  and  Violet  Hutton 
Hudson,  and  a  construction  permit 
for  a  new  high  frequency  broadcast 
station  at  Los  Angeles,  to  operate  on 
44,900  kilocycles  to  cover  1,370  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  2,253,392, 
was  asked  by  Earle  C.  Anthony,  Inc. 
An  application  also  was  received  from 
Station  KRLH,  Midland,  Tex.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,420  to 
1,200  kilocycles  and  increase  of  power 
from  100  to  250  watts. 

F.M.  Service  Areas 

Are  Set  by  FCC 
Washington,  Oct.  6. — The  Federal 

Communications  Commission  has 
adopted  the  trade  areas  defined  by 
the  Census  Bureau  as  the  service 
areas  of  frequency  modulation  sta- 
tions. 

Clarifying  its  requirements  as  to  the 
areas  to  be  served  the  Commission 
announced  that  the  35  high  frequency 
channels  will  continue  to  be  divided 
into  three  groups,  one  of  which  will 
be  reserved  for  use  in  the  625  basic 
trade  areas  into  which  the  country 
has  been  divided,  while  a  smaller 
group  will  be  used  in  "limited"  trade 
areas  of  cities  not  listed  as  the  prin- 

cipal cities  of  basic  trade  areas.  The 
third  group  of  frequencies  will  be 
assigned  to  stations  primarily  serving 
large  rural  areas  which  cannot  be 
covered  by  stations  in  the  trade  areas. 

Plan  FM  Transmitter 
Albany,  Oct.  6. — Capital  Broad- 

casting Co.,  Inc.,  Schenectady,  has 
purchased  land  in  New  Scotland, 
N.  Y.,  for  a  transmitter  to  establish 
frequency  modulation  broadcasting. 
James  E.  Cushing,  Leonard  L.  A. 
Asch  and  Harold  E.  Blodgett  of 
Schenectady  are  stockholders,  Asch 
proposing  to  purchase  250  shares  of 
stock  at  $50  each.  Cost  is  intended  to 
be  $22,150  with  monthly  operating 
costs  $4,955  and  revenue  $5,527  a 
month. 

WMJM  in  Operation 
Cordele,  Ga.,  Oct.  6. — Station 

WMJM  has  gone  on  the  air,  serving 
Crisp  County  and  South  Georgia.  Sta- 

tion manager  is  P.  L.  Padgett. 

Christie  President 

Of  Seattle  Film  Club 
Seattle,  Oct.  6. — Frank  Christie, 

head  booker  of  Hamrick-Evergreen 
Theatres,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Northwest  Film  Club  for  the 
1940-41  season.  Leroy  V.  Johnson  of 
Jensen- VonHerberg  Theatres  is  first 
vice-president  and  Herndon  Edmond 
of  20th  Century-Fox  is  second  vice- 
president.  Ed  Lamb  of  RKO  was  re- 

elected secretary-treasurer. 
New  directors  for  a  two-year  term 

are  Neal  Walton,  Peter  Higgins  and 
Edward  Miller.  The  one-year  term  di- 

rector will  be  Junior  Mercy.  Holdover 
trustees  are  Keith  Beckwith  and  Ben 
Shearer.  Joe  Cooper  remains  as  club 
manager. 

Fair  Shows  on  Tour 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  6. — With  the 

Golden  Gate  International  Exposition 
havirjg  closed  after  a  far  more  suc- 

cessful year  than  the  first,  two  of  the 
island's  attractions  have  gone  on  tour, 
with  two  others  considering  similar 
moves.  The  "Folies  Bergere"  has opened  at  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre 
and  Salici's  Puppets  at  the  Alcazar. 
Billy  Rose's  "Aquacade"  and  the 
"American  Cavalcade"  both  may  open 
in  Los  Angeles,  if  deals  can  be  nego- tiated. 

Dover  Film  Houses 

Open,  Says  Menken 
Although  Dover  has  been  under- 

going a  terrific  battering  by  the 
Germans,  film  theatres  are  operating 
and  the  other  commercial  life  of  the 
city  is  going  on  without  much  inter- 

ruption, according  to  Arthur  Menken, 
March  of  Time  cameraman,  who  re- 

turned the  other  day  from  England. 
Menken  went  to  Europe  last  year  to 
cover  the  war  in  Finland  for  Para- 

mount, but  later  freelanced,  also  serv- 
ing as  CBS  commentator  and  United 

Press  correspondent. 

Club  Show  Oct.  12 

Baltimore,  Oct.  6.  —  The  Variety 
Club  here  has  planned  the  opening  of 
its  social  season  for  Oct.  12.  A  dance 
and  floor  show  will  feature  the  pro- 

gram. Edwin  A.  Sherwood,  district 
manager  for  Ascap,  is  chairman  of  a 
committee  which  includes  Leon  Back, 
Barry  Goldman,  Morris  Oletsky  and 
Eddie  Perotka. 

Buys  Charlotte  Theatre 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  Oct.  6. — Thomas 

A.  Little,  who  operates  theatres  in  the 
Carolinas  and  Virginia,  has  purchased 
the  Charlotte  Theatre  here  from  Harry 
K.  Lucas. 

Royal  in  New 

Post  as  NBC 

Planning  Head 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 

necessary  developmental  work  in  pro- 
gramming and  general  public  service 

in  the  fields  of  television,  frequency 
modulation,  facsimile  and  short  wave." In  announcing  the  appointment, 
Trammell  said :  "Royal  has  been 
largely  responsible  for  a  10-year  de- 

velopment of  NBC's  program  activi- ties, with  the  creation  of  many  of 
radio's  outstanding  public  service  fea- 

tures and  a  long  list  of  commercial 
successes.  He  is,  therefore,  ideally 
fitted  for  the  wider  responsibilities 

which  he  will  now  undertake." 
One  of  Royal's  first  projects  will  be 

to  explore  the  possibilities  of  further 
development  of  television  in  its  vari- 

ous aspects.  NBC  said  that  it  is  ex- 
pediting the  changeover  of  the  televi- sion transmitter  atop  the  Empire 

State  Building  to  the  new  frequency 
assigned  by  the  FCC. 
"With  international  events  and  re- 

lations assuming  even  greater  impor- 
tance to  our  broadcasting  activities," 

Trammell  added,  "Royal  has  already 
prepared  for  the  extension  of  our  ef- 

forts in  this  direction,  having  just  re- 
turned from  a  tour  of  South  America 

and  a  brief  business  trip  to  Europe." 

Six  New  Companies 

Formed  in  New  York 
Albany,  Oct.  6. — Six  new  film 

companies  have  been  chartered  here. 
They  are :  Gaela  Enterprises,  Inc., 

New  York,  by  Louis  and  Helen  Abel- 
son  and  Milly  Adellane ;  Bronson- Laudin  Theatre  Corp.,  Brooklyn,  by 
Joseph  R.  and  Alice  Bronson  and 
Jules  Laudin  ;  Reeltone  Moving  Pic- 

ture Machine  Co.,  New  York,  by  Her- 
man Keller,  Gerald  Laurence  and  Na- 

than Marcus ;  Omnia  Amusement 

Corp.,  New  York,  by  Emanuel  Sze- nes,  Ignatz  Foldes  and  Hugo  C. 
Racz ;  Court-Degraw  Theatre,  Inc., 
New  York,  by  Charles  Berlin,  Harry 
P.  Albert  and  Evelyn  Golden,  and  B. 
H.  Productions,  Inc.,  New  York,  by 
B.  L.  Maarsen,  Geraldine  Weiss  and 
Rose  Lader. 

A.  A.  Brandt  Heads 

G.  E.  Radio  Set  Sales 
Bridgeport,  Oct.  6.  —  Arthur  A. 

Brandt  has  been  appointed  general 
sales  manager  for  General  Electric 
radio  and  television  receivers,  with 
headquarters  here.  He  was  for  three 
years  in  the  advertising  and  promotion 
division  of  General  Electric  radio. 

New  St.  Louis  Burlesque 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  6. — The  third  bur- lesque house  in  St.  Louis  will  be 
opened  here  Oct.  10  at  the  Shubert, 
for  many  years  a  leading  playhouse 
for  legitimate  stage  attractions  and 
once  a  first  run  film  house. 

Blackstone  Booked 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  6. — Black- 
stone,  the  Magician,  will  open  an  en- 

gagement at  the  Temple  Theatre  here 
Oct.  11  for  three  days.  It  will  be  the 
first  stage  show  at  the  theatre  in  12 

years. 
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•  If  any  lesson  is  to  be  learned  from  the  dally  news  head 

lines  It  is  this:  "the  best  defense  is  a  strong  offense 

•  That  is  not  a  new  phrase,  but  it  never  was  more  signi 

ficant  than  it  is  today ...  in  business  as  in  governmen 

•  A  SOUND  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN  IS  THE  STRONGES 

POSSIBLE  DEFENSE  AGAINST  BAD  BUSINESS. 

•  A  sound  advertising  offensive  is  an  advertising  campaig 

so  well-balanced... so  well  planned. ..so  well  co-ordinate 

that  it  reaches  and  sells  all  prospects... all  classes. 

•  Such  a  theatre  advertising  campaign  can  be  put  on  onl 

by  use  of  the  combination  available  to  you  on  a  rente 

basis  from  the  3  best  sellers  in  the  business  . 

•  Trailers  . . .  Lobby  Displays  and  all  the  varied  Standar 
Accessories  sold  by 

nRTIODRL  5CREEH  SERVICE 

^^i^^^^^^^ed.  Que. 
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Jewish     Holidays  and 
Weather  Help  Grosses 

With  pleasant  Fall  weather  coincid- 
ing with  the  Jewish  holidays,  Broad- 
way grosses  soared  over  the  weekend. 

Figures  for  both  the  week  and  week- 
end were  big,  with  new  attractions 

strong. 
The  Roxy.  with  the  new  35  cent 

admission  prices  for  the  "early  bird" shows  and  85  cents  for  weekend  and 
^holiday  evenings  for  the  first  time,  drew 
Pone  of  the  biggest  grosses  of  the  year 
[jfor  the  house.    Opening  on  Thursday 
instead  of  Friday  to  take  advantage  of 
the  holiday,  "Spring  Parade"  with  a 
stage  show  drew  an  estimated  $51,500 
jfor  the  first  four  days.    It  will  be  held 
lover. 

"I  Want  a  Divorce"  with  Frankie 
Masters  and  his  band  on  the  stage  at 
the  Paramount  grossed  an  estimated 
$17,000  for  Saturday  and  Sunday  and 
should  take  an  estimated  $38,000_  for 
its  first  week  which  ends  tonight. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7 
I  \I7TLLIAM    DIETERLE  _  today 
VV  announced  formation  of  his  own 
production  company.    He  will  produce 
two    films    for    RKO    this  season. 
Charles  W.   Glett  will  be  associate 
producer.    Other  officers  are  Robert 
J.  McDonald,  vice-president,  and  A. 

1  Ronald  Button,  secretary. e 
Sol  C.  Siegel  in  November  will  join 

Paramount  as  an  associate  producer, 
resigning  a  similar  post  at  Republic. • 

"  Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th 
,  Century-Fox,  arrived  here  today  by 
I  train  for  conferences  with  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
production. 

• 
Tom   Pettey,   formerly  Hollywood 

|  correspondent  for  PM  and  before  that 
Hays  office  press  director  here,  today 
joined  the  RKO  publicity  department. 

Reviewed  Today 

"Too  Many  Girls"— Page  7; 
"Diamond  Frontier,"  "Wagon 
Train,"  "The  Open  Road"— 
Page  8. 

Drama  Guild  Pact 

Draft  on  Film  Play 

Backing  Finished 

Preliminary  draft  of  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  basic  Dramatists 
Guild  pact  to  permit  film  companies 
backing  plays  to  purchase  film  rights 
in  advance  of  Broadway  production 
was  completed  yesterday  by  James  F. 
Reilly,  executive  secretary  of  the 
League  of  New  York  Theatres,  and 
will  reach  Guild  and  film  company  of- 

ficials this  morning. 
The  draft  incorporates  the  tentative 

agreement  agreed  upon  two  weeks  ago 
at  conferences  among  representatives 
of  the  Guild,  film  companies  and 
Broadway  managers. 
The  council  of  the  Guild  will  meet 

Friday  afternoon  to  consider  the  pro- 
posal. Although  passage  is  expected, 

particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Elmer  Rice,  president,  and  Edward  K. 
Carpenter  have  tentatively  approved 
the  deal,  there  is  a  large  opposition 
group  in  the  council  which  is  expected 
to  take  the  position  that  concessions 
will  not  result  in  increased  produc- 

tion but  will  merely  result  in  further 
demands. 

'Voyage'  Opening 
At  Rivoli  Tonight 

Numerous  notables  are  expected  to 
attend  the  opening  tonight  at  the  Ri- 

voli on  Broadway  of  "The  Long  Voy- 
age Home,"  Walter  Wanger-LT.  A. film. 

Among  those  expected  are :  Mau- 
rice Silverstone,  Joan  Bennett,  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Weisl,  Loretta  Young, 
Eddie  Cantor,  Joan  Crawford,  Walter 
Wanger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Tunney, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orson  D.  Munn,  Col. 
and  Mrs.  Julius  Ochs  Adler,  Mrs. 
Ogden  Reid,  Roy  Howard,  John  Ab- 

bott, Irving  Berlin,  Louis  De  Roche- 
fnont,  Jules  Brulatour,  Hope  Hamp- 

ton, Adam  Gimbel,  Conde  Nast,  David 
Sarnoff,  George  Backer,  Major  Ed- 

ward Bowes,  Felix  Warburg,  Dudley 
Nichols,  Herbert  Bayard  Swope. 

CONGRESSMEN  GET 

PLEAS  ON  DECREE 

Arnold  Sees 

10- Year  Trial 

Without  Pact 

N.  Y.  Court  Dampens  Exhibitors'  Hopes  for 
Revision,  Indicating  Justice  Department 

Is  Acting  for  Entire  Industry 

Exhibitor  leaders  and  individual  theatre  operators,  it  is  reported, 
have  appealed  to  their  Congressmen  and  Senators  to  intervene  on 
their  behalf  with  the  Department  of  Justice  to  have  the  proposed 
consent  decree  altered  in  some  of  its  provisions. 

Some  Congressmen,  it  is  re- 
ported, in  turn  have  made  inquiries 

already  at  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice in  this  regard,  thus  indicating 

possible  further  study  and  action 
from  this  quarter. 
Meanwhile,  Federal  Judge  Henry 

W.  Goddard  yesterday  dampened  hopes 
of  exhibitors  for  a  revision  of  the  de- 

cree by  the 
court  when  he 
referred  Jacob 

Schechter,  at- torney for  Max 
A.  Cohen,  presi- dent of  Allied  of 
New  York,  an 
M.P.T.O.A.  af- filiate, to  the 

Department  o  f 

Justice  for  in- 
formation con- cerning the  final 

draft. 
The  decree 

has  not  been 
finally  drafted, but  company 

chieftains  and  lawyers  were  to  have 
left  this  morning  for  an  afternoon  con- 

ference in  Washington  with  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  officials.   Thurman  W. 

(Continued  on  parte  7) 

Buffalo,  Oct.  7. — Speaking  here 
today  before  the  newly  incorporated 
M.P.T.O.  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Inc.,  Western  Zone,  Ed  Kuykendall, 
M.P.T.O.A.  president,  said  that  Thur- 

man W.  Arnold,  Assistant  U.  S.  At- 
torney General,  personally  told  him 

that  if  the  industry  does  not  accept 

the  proposed  consent  decree,  the  re- 
sultant trial  may  "go  on  for  10  or  12 

years." 

.  At  today's  meeting  the  or- ganization was  incorporated 
under  the  New  York  member- 

ship corporation  law.  Director- ships were  increased  from  12 
to  24,  and  six  regional  vice- 
presidents  will  be  appointed. 
Units  will  be  established  in  Al- 

bany and  Syracuse.  A  regional 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Syra- cuse tomorrow. 

Kuykendall  said  he  is  opposed  in 
(Continued  on  page  7) 

Only  18  of  19,511  Studio  Employes 

Are  Designated  as  "Refugees" Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Y.  Frank  Freeman,  president  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Motion  Picture  Producers,  over  the  weekend  declared  only 

18  of  the  19,511  persons  regularly  employed  by  eight  studios  in 
Hollywood  are  "refugees."  The  statement  was  made  in  a  letter to  Kenneth  Thomson,  executive  secretary  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild,  which  organization  at  its  annual  meeting  some  time  ago 
undertook  a  study  of  charges  that  aliens  were  supplanting  Amer- 

ican players. 
In  the  survey,  the  term  "refugee"  had  been  defined  for  this 

purpose  to  mean  persons  who  have  come  to  the  United  States  since 
Jan.  1,  1938,  from  any  of  the  occupied  countries,  or  from  Germany or  Italy. 

Max  A.  Cohen 

'Dictator'  Selling 

4  Weeks  in  Advance 
With  the  opening  night  performance 

of  Charlie  Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dic- tator" next  Tuesday  evening  entirely 
sold  out  at  the  Astor,  tickets  went  on 
sale  yesterday  for  the  next  four  weeks. 
United  Artists  announced. 
The  demand  for  tickets  from  the 

start  was  reported  so  heavy  that  al- 
though the  two  box-offices  at  the  the- atre were  scheduled  to  open  at  10 

A.  M.,  the  police  asked  the  theatre  to 
start  selling  tickets  a  half  hour  earlier 
to  alleviate  the  jam. 
New  York  newspapers  are  carrying 

advertisements  on  the  opening  of  the 
film  simultaneously  at  the  Astor  and 
Capitol.  The  ads  carry  the  price  scale 
for  the  reserved-seat  engagement  at  the 
Astor  and  Capitol  continuous  run. 
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Theatres  Set  Plans 

For  Sunday  Shows 

In  preparation  for  the  ex- 
pected approval  of  Sunday 

shows  by  Actors  Equity  in  a 
referendum  to  be  concluded 
Oct.  31,  the  League  of  New 
York  Theatres  will  meet  next 
Monday  night  to  map  promo- 

tion plans  to  apprise  the  pub- 
lic of  the  new  setup.  Sunday 

shows  are  expected  to  start 
Nov.  3,  two  days  after  the  re- 

sults are  announced. 

Michalove  Starts  for 

Australia  This  Week 

Dan  Michalove,  assistant  to  Sidney 
R.  Kent,  20th  Century-Fox  president, 
will  leave  for  Los  Angeles  at  the  end 
of  the  week  en  route  to  Australia  for 
his  annual  business  and  inspection  trip 
in  connection  with  the  company's  in- terests there. 

Michalove  will  sail  from  Los  An- 
geles Oct.  16.  If  the  merger  of 

Greater  Union  Theatres  and  Hoyt's circuit  has  not  been  consummated  by 
the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Australia, 
part  of  his  mission  will  be  to  expedite 
its  closing.  He  will  be  away  about 
four  months. 

Community  Chest 

Will  Honor  Mayer 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Louis  B.  May- 
er, chairman  of  the  industry  commun- 
ity chest  drive  committee,  will  be 

given  a  dinner  Wednesday  night  by 
industry  figures  who  will  discuss  plans 
for  the  camgaign.  The  studios,  unions 
and  guilds  will  be  represented. 

MAIHUNIRS  to 

Los  Angeles 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 
The  Continental  Lv.  7  pm 

The  Overland  Flyerlv.l0:40pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR  LINES 

Personal 

TAMES  ROOSEVELT  is  expected 
J  in  New  York  Oct.  23  from  Holly- 
wood. 

• 

Bud    Silverman,    Schine  district 
manager  in  Rochester,  and  Mrs.  Sil- 

verman are  New  York  visitors. 
• 

Harold  Grotte,  manager    of  the 
Met,    Baltimore,    and   Annetta  Is- 
kaki.son  were  married  recently. 

• 
David  Cherman  of  the  Lawrence, 

New  Haven;  Mrs.  Cherman,  and 
Mrs.  Rose  Fishman  of  Fishman  The- 

atres, New  Haven,  are  on  a  motor 
tour. 

• 

Lou  Wbchsler,  United  Artists 
manager  in  New  Haven,  is  aiding  a 
twisted  ankle  with  crutches. 

• 
Samuel  Coooperstein,  assistant  at 

the  Warner,  Bridgeport,  was  married 
recently  to  Edith  Kaplowitz  of  New 
Haven. 

• 

Fred  Schanberger,  manager  of 
Keith's,  Baltimore,  has  been  a  visitor here. 

• 

Calvin  A.  LiebermaNj,  manager 
of  the  Rajah,  Reading,  Pa.,  and  Mrs. 
Lieberman  have  returned  from  their 
honeymoon  trip. 

• 

Mark  Hellinger  and  Mrs.  Hell- 
inger  are  en  route  here  from  the  Coast 
on  the  Manhattan. 

• 

John  Garfield  arrived  from  Holly- 
wood yesterday  for  a  vacation. 

Rosemary  Lane  is  here  from  the 
Coast. 

Hamrick  Gets  W.  B. 

Product  in  Seattle 

Seattle,  Oct.  7. — Hamrick-Ever- 
green  theatres  in  this  city  will  again 
show  Warner  pictures  during  the  com- 

ing season,  after  a  year  without  the 
product. 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American" 

opens  at  the  Orpheum  next  week  .as 
the  first  release  under  the  new  pro- 

gram. Warner  last  season  sold  their 
product  to  John  Danz  for  the  Sterl- 

ing circuit,  after  Hamrick-Evergreen's 
refusal  to  play  the  pictures  on  a  sin- 

gle feature  basis.  For  the  coming 
year,  Hamrick-Evergreen  will  use  the 
Warner  films  at  the  Orpheum  on  a 
double  feature  policy. 

Set  Roosevelt  Drive 

Leaders  in  Studios 
Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Fred  S. 

Meyer,  chairman  of  the  Hollywood 
for  Roosevelt  campaign  groups,  today 
named  organization  leaders  for  18  stu- 

dios. Joseph  P.  Touhy,  business  rep- 
resentative of  the  Studio  Transporta- 

tion Drivers  Local  399,  was  appointed 
as  assistant  treasurer  for  the  drive. 

Skouras  Trial  Oct.  28 
Federal  Judge  John  Clancy  has  set 

Oct.  28  as  the  date  of  trial  of  the 
Government  suit  against  George  P. 
Skouras,-  Skouras  Theatres  Corp., 
Ktima  Corp.,  and  Harvey  B.  Newins, 
involving  the  sale  of  certain  interests 
of  Fox  Theatres  Corp.  to  Skouras 
Theatres. 

Mention 

WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  20th 
Century-Fox  central  division 

sales  manager,  left  last  night  on  a  one 
week  business  trip  to  Detroit  and  Chi- 
cago. 

Howard  Dietz,  Joseph  Bernhard, 
Sam  Shain,  Laurence  Bolognino, 
John  W.  Hicks,  Russell  Holman, 
Owen  Davis,  Ed  Saunders.  Leon 
Netter,  J.  J.  Unger  and  Louis 
Drevfus  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in 
the  Astor  yesterday  for  lunch, 

e 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  James  Mul- 
vey,  Ed  Peskay,  Charles  Stern, 
Irving  Berlin  and  Joseph  Mos- 
kowitz  lunching  at  Lindy's  (51st 
St. )  yesterday. • 

Colvin  Brown,  Fred  McConnell, 
Arthur  Jeffrey,  Lou  Pollock,  Ray 
Gallagher,  James  Cron,  Hank 
Linet,  Budd  Rogers,  Thomas  Loach, 
Eugene  Picker,  Jack  Mills,  Charles 
Paine,  Walter  Futter  and  Doug- 

las Rothacker  having  lunch  at  the 
Tavern  yesterday. 

o 

Monroe    Greenthal,    Al  Mar- golies,  Max  Weisfeldt  and  Irving 
Shapiro  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 

Herman  Robbins,  George  Dem- 
bow,  Toby  Gruen,  Austin  Keough, 
Robert  Weitman,  Arthur  Loew, 
John  Buchanan,  John  D.  Hertz, 
Jr.,  Mort  Spring,  John  Garfield, 
Marcus  Heiman  and  Al  Lewis 

lunching  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 

Joseph  Cooper  is  in  town. 

Ned  Sparks  is  visiting  here. 

Double  Showing  of 

'Wanted*  at  Premiere 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  7.  —  Due  to 
the  demand  for  reservations  to  the 
world  premiere  here  tomorrow  of 
RKO's  "They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted,"  the  film  will  be  given  a 
double  showing  at  the  Golden  Gate 
Theatre.  The  festivities  will  include 
a  grape  fiesta.  A  group  of  40  from 
Hollywood  will  include  Charles 
Laughton,  Anne  Shirley,  Zasu  Pitts, 
Olympe  Bradna,  William  Gargan, 
Leon  Errol,  Tim  Holt  and  Linda 
Hayes,  in  addition  to  studio  and  press 
representatives. 

Files  Counter  Suit 

In  Settos  Quarrel 
Louisville,  Oct.  7. — William  Rosen- 

thal, one  of  the  three  partners  in  the 
Settos  circuit,  operating  in  Indiana 
and  Kentucky,  has  filed  suit  against 
the  other  two,  George  Settos  and 
Frank  M.  Krapp,  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  partnership  and  the  appoint- 

ment of  a  receiver. 
The  action  follows  a  similar  suit 

brought  in  Indianapolis  late  last  week 
by  Settos  against  the  other  two  part- 

ners, also  seeking  dissolution  and  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver. 

Col.  Sets  Dividend 
Columbia  Pictures  will  pay  a  regu- 

lar quarterly  dividend  of  68^4  cents 
per  share  on  the  $2.75  convertible  pre- 

ferred stock,  on  Nov.  15,  to  stockhold- 
ers of  record  on  Nov.  1. 

A  Century  for  M-G-M Indianapolis,  Oct.  7 
ORE  than  a  century  of 
service  to  M-G-M  is  rep- 

resented by  the  combined 
careers  of  seven  employes  at 
the  local  branch,  it  was  dis- 

covered on  the  occasion  of  I] 

Manager  Wade  Willman's 18th  anniversary  with  the 
company.  Others  are  Foster 
Gauker,  office  manager,  18 
years;  Harry  Stevens,  head 
shipper,  17  years;  Marie  Kre- lein,  secretary,  16  years; 
Whitey  Wagner,  salesman,  15 
years;  Ruth  Reeves  Sipe, 
cashier,  15  years,  and  Irene 
O'Brien,  chief  inspector,  13 

years. 

Urges  Changes  in 
Extra  Hiring  Rulei\ 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7.— A  modifiecj 
seniority  rule  in  the  hiring  of  extras 
and  the  elimination  from  the  industry 
of  atmosphere  players  who  during  th? 
past  year  have  worked  10  days  ft 
less  was  urged  today  in  the  first  re-j 
port  of  the  standing  committee  ap- 

pointed under  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  bargaining  contract  to  study  the 
problem  of  extras. 

The  committee  declared  that  "whild 
seniority  alone  is  an  unsatisfactory 
criterion  upon  which  to  base  assurance 

of  continued  employment,"  neverthe- less experienced  players  should  get 
preference  in  casting  calls.  Centrali- 

zation of  extra  records  and  elimination 
of  independent  casting  offices  for 
extras  also  was  recommended. 

Business  Men  Back 

Opening  in  Chicago: 
Chicago,  Oct.  7.— The  State  Street 

Council,  organization  of  retail  busi- 
ness men,  with  Balaban  &  Katz  will 

sponsor  the  premiere  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille's  Paramount  film,  "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  at  the  Chicago 
Theatre  Oct.  24,  Paramount  officiaL 
announced  yesterday. 

The  program  includes  a  three-day 
civic  reception  beginning  Oct.  22. 

State  St.  will  be  decorated  from 
Congress  St.  to  Lake  St.,  with  flags: 
and  banners  and  window  displays  in 
every  store.  Beginning  Oct.  14,  each 
business  on  the  street  will  tie  in  its 
advertising  with  the  premiere. 
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I  CAME  HERE  TO  MARRY  YOU 

BECAUSE  YOU  WERE  RICH... 

M  NOT  FIT  TO  MARRY 

YOU  EVEN  IF  YOU  DIDN'T  H
AVE 

E! 

. . .  she  had  loved  one  too  many 

in    They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 



Sensationally 

Unforgettable! 

Two  great  stars  cli- 

maxing all  previous 

appearances,  in  a  tre- 

mendous attraction 

which  you,  too,  will 

hail  as  one  of  the 

finest  dramas  ever 

produced! 

I 

new 

Directed 

With  WILLIAM  GARGAl 



wt  They  Wanted 

Larson  Kanin 

IARRY  CAREY  •  FRANK  FAY 

99 

Harry  E.  Edington,  Executive  Producer 

Produced  by  Erich  Pommer Screen  Play  by  Ruben  Ardrey 

From  ihe  Puhller  Prue  Play  by  Sidney  H<,  -  ■ .  •  ; 



w 

Ginger  Rogers,  as  America's 
White  -  Collar  Girl,  in  Christo- 

pher Morley's  sensational  best- 
seller, "Kitty  Foyle,"  is  rapidly 

nearing  completion.  . . .  Just  one 

more  to  add  to  RKO  RADIO'S 
list  of  big  ones,  which  includes 

pictures  like  George  Abbott's 
long-run  Broadway  musical  hit, 
"Too  Many  Girls" — Kay  Kyser 

and  his  band  in  "You'll  Find 
Out" — Anna  Neagle  in  "No,  No, 

Nanette"  —  Orson  Welles  in 

"Citizen  Kane." 
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Hollywood  Review 

"Too  Many  Girls" (RKO) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — George  Abbott  has  taken  his  highly  successful 
musical  comedy,  "Too  Many  Girls,"  and,  making  his  debut  as  a  film 
producer  and  director,  transferred  it  to  the  screen  with  such  fidelity 
and  expanse  as  to  classify  it  as  one  of  the  top  musicals  of  its  kind.  From 
his  Broadway  cast,  Abbott  obtained  Desi  Arnaz,  Cuban  conga  dancer; 
Hal  LeRoy,  eccentric  dancer ;  Eddie  Bracken  and  Libby  Bennett.  He 
added  Ann  Miller,  Lucille  Ball,  Richard  Carlson,  Frances  Langford, 
Harry  Shannon,  Douglas  Walton,  Chester  Clute,  Tiny  Person,  Ivy 
Scott  and  Byron  Shores. 

Set  mostly  on  the  campus  of  the  mythical  New  Mexican  college  of 
Pottawatomie,  the  story  deals  with  the  adventures  of  four  football  players 
hired  by  a  wealthy  man  to  act  as  bodyguards  for  his  headstrong  daugh- 

ter. The  four  encounter  a  series  of  hilarious  adventures  on  the  field 
and  the  campus,  one  feature  of  the  college  being  that  there  are  10  girls 
for  every  boy,  another  the  fact  that  no  football  team  at  Pottawatomie 
has  scored  a  touchdown  since  1918. 

Interspersed  throughout  the  story  are  10  musical  numbers  by  Richard 
Rodgers  and  Lorenz  Hart,  the  finale  being  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
seen  on  the  screen  in  a  long  time.  Arnaz  leads  a  huge  Conga  serpentine 
dance  and  beats  the  Cuban  conga  drum  in  a  virtual  orgy  of  that  par- 

ticular rhythm.  LeRoy  Prinz,  veteran  dance  director,  executed  some  of 
his  ablest  work  in  staging  the  numbers. 
Ann  Miller  particularly  stands  out  for  her  dancing ;  Bracken,  for  his 

comedy  rendition  of  dialogue  and  song.  Arnaz,  in  his  film  debut,  should 
create  considerable  comment. 

John  Twist  did  a  commendable  job  of  adapting  the  book  by  George 
Marion,  Jr. 

Running  time,  84  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

Tuesday,  October  8,  1940 

New  Product 

Booms  B  Vay 

Box-Offices 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
"Howards  of  Virginia"  with  a  stage show  in  its  second  week  at  the  Music 
Hall  grossed  an  estimated  $57,000  for 
plie  first  four  days  of  the  second  week. 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted" 
'opens  there  Thursday. 
^  "City  for  Conquest"  with  Bobby 
Byrne  at  the  Strand  took  an  estimated 
$21,000  for  the  first  three  days  of  its 
second  week  and  will  be  held  for  a 
third.  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  open- 

ing days  of  the  second  week  for 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  were  good  for 
an  estimated  $15,000  at  the  Capitol. 
"Pastor  Hall,"  which  grossed  an  esti- mated $9,000  for  the  second  week  at 
the  Globe,  drew  an  estimated  $3,300 
for  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
"Long  Voyage  Home"  will  have  its 

world  premiere  at  the  Rivoli  tonight 
after  six  weeks  for  "Foreign  Corres- 

pondent." The  sixth  week,  which  will 
be  half  a  day  short  and  end  this  after- 

noon, should  be  good  for  an  estimated 
$18,000. 

Arnold  Sees  Long 

Trial  Without  Pact 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
principal  to  Government  interference 
an  the  industry,  charging  that  law- 

yers and  courts  in  consent  decree  liti- 
gation "do  not  understand  our  busi- 

ness, its  background  and  its  complexi- 

pes." »  If  exhibitors  and  producers  alike  do 
not  try  to  run  their  business  on  a 
higher  standard  of  ethics,  he  asserted, 
She  industry  will  find  itself  in  the 
hands  of  outsiders. 

i  "We  need  more  sincerity  of  purpose 
and  less  of  this  dog-eat-dog  attitude," 
said  Kuykendall.  "If  we  do  not  get 
together,  we  will  lose  our  investment." 
Kuykendall  said  the  consent  decree 

mas  arrived  at  without  consulting  the- 
atre owners,  even  though  it  actually 

affects  the  owners'  "bread  and  butter." 
He  added  that  he  is  still  "undecided" 
about  the  suggestion  that  exhibitors 
step  into  court  at  this  time  and  inter- 

vene in  the  case. 
He  extended  a  plea  for  all  exhibi- 

tors to  "get  together  and  take  cog- 
nizance of  national  affairs." 

Kuykendall  said  he  is  sure  there  is 
going  to  be  a  shortage  of  pictures, 
particularly  "good  product."  The public,  he  said,  is  more  discriminating 
and  "shopping"  more  than  ever  be- fore. 

Named  Dinerman  Aide 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  7. — Patrick  Don- 

ovan, formerly  chief  of  service  at  the 
RKO  Grand,  has  been  named  assistant 
|o  E.  V.  Dinerman,  RKO  division  di- 

rector of  advertising  and  publicity.  He 
succeeds  M.  J.  Whitmar,  who  resigned 
to  join  the  advertising  department  of 
the  local  Kroger  Grocery  and  Baking- Co. 

Kanin  in  for  Opening 
Garson  Kanin  arrived  from  the 

Coast  yesterday  to  attend  the  premiere 
of  "They  Knew  What  They  Wanted," 
which  he  directed,  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  Thursday. 

*  "G" '  denotes  general  classification. 

Legion  Approves 
Eleven  New  Films 

The  National  League  of  Decency 
for  the  current  week  has  approved  11 
of  12  new  pictures,  eight  for  general 
patronage  and  three  for  adults.  One 
was  classed  as  objectionable  in  part. 
The  new  films  and  their  classification 
follow. 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage:  "Billy  the  Kid  in 

Texas,"  "Cherokee  Strip,"  "A  Dis- 
patch from  Reuters,"  "Dulcy,"  "The 

Gay  Caballero,"  "Laddie,"  "The 
Quarterback,"  "Wagon  Train."  Class A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults: 
"I'm  Still  Alive,"  "Shubert's  Sere- 

nade," "Strange  Cargo"  (revised  ver- 
sion). Class  B,  Objectionable  in  Part : 

"Too  Many  Girls." 

Hill  Sues  Films,  Inc. 
A  breach  of  contract  suit  for  $25,- 

000  was  filed  yesterday  in  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  by  Howard  H.  Hill 
against  Films,  Inc.  Hill  claims  viola- 

tion of  a  contract  made  in  1937  under 
which  he  became  sole  distributor  in 
California  for  the  defendant.  Films, 
Inc.,  claims  that  the  contract  was 
later  rescinded. 

Plan  Loew-Poli  Fete 
New  Haven,  Oct.  7.  —  Marshall 

Blevins  has  been  appointed  head  of 
the  arrangements  committee  for  the 
annual  dinner  and,  dance  of  Loew-Poli 
employes,  Nov.  20,  at  the  Seven  Ga- 

bles Inn.  Arthur  DeFrank,  John  San- 
tillo,  John  Bashta  and  Adam  Inno- cenzi  were  named  assistants. 

Joins  Phila.  Exchange 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  7.  —  Leonard 

Gimbel,  formerly  with  Columbia,  is  a 
new  addition  to  the  sales  staff  of 
American  Film  Co.,  new  independent 
exchange  opened  here  some  time  ago 
by  Ben  Harris.  Arthur  Hyman  has 
also  joined  the  company. 

Cuzner  Reelected 

By  Nova  Scotia  Unit 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  Oct.  7.— W.  H. 

Cuzner  was  reelected  president  of  the 
Ahied  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  at 
its  annual  meeting  here.  Frank  Sobey 
was  elected  vice-president,  and  T.  J. 
Courtney  was  reelected  secretary  and treasurer. 

The  meeting  endorsed  the  organiza- 
tion's own  war  activities  for  the  com- 

ing year,  and  opposed  regulations  of 
the  Nova  Scotia  board  of  censors, 
which  were  declared  to  be  obsolete 
and  unfair.  A  banquet  concluded  the 
convention. 

RKO  to  Hold  Two 

Sales  Meets  Abroad 

Two  foreign  sales  conventions  of 
RKO  will  be  held  this  week.  Phil 
Reisman,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
foreign  activities,  will  conduct  a  meet- 

ing for  Brazil  in  Rio  de  Janeiro 
Thursday  and  Friday.  Bruno  Cheli, 
Brazil  manager,  will  be  chairman. 
Ralph  Doyle,  RKO  managing  di- rector in  Australia,  will  conduct  the 

Australasian  sales  convention  opening 
today  in  Sydney. 

Appeal  'Ramparts'  Ban Philadelphia,  Oct.  7. — RKO  and 
Time,  Inc.,  have  appealed  the  Penn- 

sylvania censor  ban  on  "The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch"  to  the  State  Su- preme Court,  after  the  Common  Pleas 

Court  upheld  the  ban  on  original  ap- 
peal to  the  court. 

To  Vote  on  Sunday  Films 
Albany,  Oct.  7. — Rensselaer,  only 

upstate  city  without  Sunday  pictures, 
will  settle  the  issue  of  legalizing  films 
by  voting  on  the  issue  in  November. 

/ 

Congressmen 

Get  Exhibitor 

Decree  Pleas 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Arnold,  assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, is  expected  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Judge  Goddard  has  set  next  Tues- 
day for  a  hearing  on  the  decree  when, 

because  of  other  commitments,  he  was 
unable  to  grant  the  request  of  J. 
Stephen  Doyle,  Assistant  to  the  At- torney General,  for  a  hearing  next 
Monday. 

Schechter  yesterday  asked  Judge 
Goddard  whether  copies  of  the  final 
draft  would  be  available  to  independ- 

ent exhibitors  for  study  prior  to  the hearing. 

Refers  Query  to  Justice  Department 
"You  will  have  to  take  that  up  with 

the  Department  of  Justice,"  Judge 
Goddard  replied.  "It  is  not  usual  to 
give  out  the  terms  of  a  consent  de- 

cree to  the  public  before  they  have 

been  given  to  the  court." Schechter  interposed  that  he  repre- 
sented parties  in  interest  in  the  pro- ceedings. 

"I  take  it,"  Judge  Goddard 
said,  "that  the  Department  of 
Justice  is  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  entire  industry  and  the  pub- 

lic, so  you  should  take  your  re- 

quests to  them." 
Judge  Goddard  informed  Doyle  that 

he  would  be  willing  to  grant  a  further 
postponement  beyond  next  Tuesday  if 
additional  time  was  required  to  reach 
a  final  agreement,  but  Doyle  told  the 
court  that  he  "believed"  the  Govern- 

ment would  be  ready  by  the  date  set. 
Industry  observers,  however,  ex- 

pressed doubt  following  an  all  day 
meeting  at  M.P.P.D.A.  headquarters 
yesterday  that  the  decree  could  be  pre- sented to  the  court  next  Tuesday.  The 
meeting  developed  several  differences 
of  views  on  the  desirability  of 
phraseology  changes  in  the  draft. 
These  will  be  discussed  with  Depart- 

ment of  Justice  representatives  at  the 
meeting  in  Washington  this  afternoon. 
No  Final  Arbitration  Agreement 
It  was  pointed  out  that  in  addition  to 

the  questions  of  phraseology,  which 
may  take  some  time  to  resolve,  there 
also  has  been  no  final  agreement  on 
the  arbitration  provisions  which  sup- 

plement the  decree. 
For  these  reasons,  representa- 

tives  of   the  consenting  com- 
panies said,  they  did  not  believe 

there  was  any  possibility  of  the 
decree    being    signed    at  the 
Washington  meeting  today. 
Government     representatives  had 

stated  last  week  that  they  expected  the 
signing  would  occur  at  this  meeting. 
Those  scheduled  to  attend  today's meeting  include :  Nicholas  M.  Schenck 

and  J.  Robert  Rubin  for  Loew's ; George  J.  Schaefer  for  RKO ;  Thomas 
D.  Thacher,  Paramount ;  Joseph 
Hazen,  Warners ;  Richard  Dwight, 
20th  Century-Fox,  and  Bertram  Ship- 
man  for  Chase  National  Bank  and 
National  Theatres. 

Handle  French  Film 
Arthur  Mayer  and  Joseph  Bursty n. 

Inc.,  have  closed  a  deal  with  Walter 
Wanger  Productions,  Inc.,  for  the  dis- 

tribution in  this  country  of  the  French 
film,  "Pepe  Le  Moko,"  from  which 
Wanger  made  the  film,  "Algiers." 
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'The  Open  Road" (Robert  Mintz) 
From  the  play  by  Jean  Richepin,  this  French  film  under  the  direction 

of  Fernand  Rivers  has  captured  the  feeling  of  the  French  peasantry,  the 
love  of  land  and  the  desire  for  independence  of  the  farm  people.  In 
contrast  is  the  love  of  freedom  and  the  wanderlust  of  the  typical  vaga- 

bond, played  with  fine  artistry  by  Victor  Francen. 
The  film  is  adult  entertainment  with  its  reference  to  an  illegitimate 

child  as  a  result  of  the  brief  stay  of  the  vagabond  at  a  farm,  where  he 
falls  in  love  with  a  farm  girl,  played  by  Tania  Fedor.  Unable  to  face 
a  future  which  involves  a  settled  life,  he  wanders  off,  while  a  suitor 

marries  the  girl  and  keeps  the  child's  secret.  Twenty  years  later,  the 
vagabond  returns  to  find  the  boy  unhappy  because  the  farm  owner  will 
not  permit  his  daughter  to  marry  the  boy.  He  straightens  the  matter, 
brings  happiness  to  those  involved,  then  again  wanders  away  on  the 

open  road. 
Running  time,  90  minutes.  "A."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Feature  Reviews 

"Diamond  Frontier" 
( Universal) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Second  film  on  which  Marshall  Grant  has  acted 
as  associate  producer,  "Diamond  Frontier"  is  an  action-laden  tale  of 
life  in  the  diamond  country  of  South  Africa  in  the  1870's. 

Returning  to  his  home  town  to  practice  medicine,  John  Loder  finds 
a  group  of  three  men,  headed  by  the  burly  diamond  miner  portrayed  by 
Victor  McLaglen,  gradually  stripping  everyone  else  in  the  town  of  his 
holdings.  For  his  investigations,  Loder  is  sent  to  a  penal  colony  on  a 
trumped  up  charge,  escapes  and  returns  to  see  justice  served. 
Anne  Nagel,  Cecil  Kellaway,  Philip  Doran,  Francis  Ford,  Hugh  Soth- 

ern,  Ferris  Taylor  and  Siegfried  Arno  are  among  those  lending  capable 
support.  The  story,  an  original  by  Edmund  Hartmann  and  Stanley  Ru- 

bin, stresses  action  elements,  and  parallels,  in  its  later  sequences,  the 

role  given  Edmund  Dantes  in  Dumas'  "Count  of  Monte  Christo."  Film notice  is  taken  of  this  resemblance,  with  the  principal  character  referred 
to  as  a  "modern  Monte  Cristo,"  which  was  also  to  have  been  the  title 
of  the  picture.  Harold  Schuster  directed. 

Running  time,  71  minutes.  "G."*  W.  S. 

"Wagon  Train" (RKO) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Beautiful  scenery  features  "Wagon  Train,"  first 
of  the  series  of  western  pictures  starring  Tim  Holt  that  RKO  is  making. 

Supporting  young  Holt  are  Ray  Whitley,  Emmett  Lynn  in  a  char- 
acterization similar  to  that  created  by  George  "Gabby"  Hayes  in  another 

series  of  westerns,  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Malcolm  McTaggart  and  others. 
Morton  Grant  adapted  the  story  of  Bernard  McConville,  with  Edward 

Killy  directing.  Bert  Gilroy  was  the  associate  producer  under  Lee Marcus. 

Holt,  who  conducts  a  wagon  train  business  in  the  early  west,  is  the 
object  of  a  plot  by  a  food  profiteer  who  seeks  a  monopoly  of  the 
freighters.  In  the  development  of  the  story,  the  profiteer  is  exposed  as 

the  slayer  of  Holt's  father,  is  killed  by  his  own  son,  and  Holt  wins 
the  girl. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.    "G."*  Vance  King 

Coast  Plants 

Engaged  on 

39  New  Films 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7.— Thirty-nine 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week,  as  10  started  and  11  finished. 
Nineteen  are  being  prepared,  and  69 
are  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studio: 
Columbia 

Finished:  "Ellery  Queen." 
In  Work:  "This  Thing  Called 

Love." Started :  "Legacy." 
M-G-M 

Finished:  "Should  Dr.  Kildare 

Tell?" In  Work  :  "Go  West,"  "Flight  Com- 
mand," "Comrade  X,"  "Gallant  Sons." Monogram 

In  Work:  "Phantom  of  Chinatown." 
Started :  "Oklahoma  Bound." Producers  Releasing 
Started:  "Riders  of  Black  Moun- 

tain." Paramount 
Finished :  "Virginia." 
In  Work:  "I  Wanted  Wings," 

"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun." 
Started:  "You're  the  One," 

"Doomed  Caravan." RKO 

Finished:  "No;  No,  Nanette." 
In  Work :  "Citizen  Kane,"  "You'll 

Find  Out,"  "Kitty  Foyle,"  "Debu- 
tantes, Inc.,"  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith," 

"Three  Girls  and  a  Gob." 
Republic 

Finished:  "Melody  Ranch,"  "Meet 
the  Missus." 
In  Work:  "The  Mysterious  Dr. 

Satan,"  "Texas  Terror." 
Started:  "Barnyard  Follies." Korda 

In  Work :  "Lady  Hamilton." Loew-Lewin 
In  Work :  "Flotsam." Richard  Rowland 
Started :  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop." 

20th  Century-Fox 
Finished:  "Hudson's  Bay,"  "Ro- 

mance of  the  Rio  Grande,"  "Golden 
Hoofs." 
In  Work :  "Chad  Hanna,"  "Tin  Pan 

Alley,"  "Corncob  Kelly's  Benefit," 
"The  Private  Practice  of  Michael 
Shayne,"  "Western  Union." Universal 

In  Work :  "The  Bank  Dick,"  "San 
Francisco  Docks." 

Started:  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes." Warners 

Finished:  "High  Sierra,"  "Always 
a  Bride." 
In  Work :  "The  Lady  with  Red 

Hair,"  "South  of  Suez." 
Started :  "Carnival,"  "Trial  and 

Error." 

New  Atlantic  City  House 
Atlantic  City,  Oct.  7. — A  new 

1,450-seat  film  theatre  with  facilities 
for  stage  productions  will  be  construc- 

ted on  the  site  of  the  long-closed  Sec- 
ond National  Bank,  it  was  announced 

by  Frank  P.  Gravatt,  operator  of  Steel 
Pier  here  and  president  of  the  SCA 
Co.,  which  will  operate  the  new  house. 

Sell  Frisco  Suburban 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  7. — The  Har- 

vey Amusement  Co.  has  sold  the 
Roxy  in  suburban  Pleasanton,  to  Yates 
Ham,  former  Los  Angeles  theatre 
man. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

*"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

'Kildare'  and  Show 

Get  $16,300,  Omaha 

Omaha,  Oct.  7. — "Dr.  Kildare  Goes 
Home"  with  Laurel  and  Hardy  on  the 
stage  at  the  Orpheum  drew  $16,300. 
The  weather  was  clear  and  cool. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  2-3: 

"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Stranger  on  the  Thirdl  Floor"  (RKO) BRANDEIS— (1,200)   (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $4,100.   (Average,  $4,000) 
"Flowing  Gold"   (W.  B.) 
"Girl  from  Avenue  A"  (20th-Fox) 
OMAHA — (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$5,200.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (40c-55c)  7  days. 
Stage:  Laurel  and  Hardy  with  vaudeville 
unit.  Gross:  $16,300.  (Average,  $7,200) 

Court  Approves  Theatre 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  7. — The  State 

Supreme  Court  has  ruled  a  film  thea- 
tre may  be  erected  in  the  New  Stenton 

residential  development  here.  The 
opinion  ended  an  18-month  fight  by 
residents.  Plans  for  the  house  were 
originated  by  Abe  Sablosky,  local  ex- 
hibitor. 

Free  on  Lottery  Charge 
Thibodaux,  La.,  Oct.  7.— Harold 

Reseweber,  exhibitor,  was  freed  of  a 
charge  of  violating  the  Louisiana  state 
lottery  law  in  a  hearing  before  a 
jury  in  the  local  District  Court.  He 
was  charged  with  awarding  a  money 
prize  on  certain  nights  of  the  week  at 
the  Joy  Theatre  at  Larose,  La. 

'Band'  Draws 

Good  $28,000, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Oct.  7. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  led  the  parade  here  with  a 
total  of  $28,200,  taking  $13,200  at  the 

Chinese  and  $15,000  at  Loew's  State  J 
"Foreign    Correspondent"     drew  aj 
strong  $9,800  at  the  4  Star. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end-  ■ 
ing  Oct.  2 : 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE— (2,500)      (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.  Gross:  $13,200.  (Average,  $12,500) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"   (U.  A.) 
4  STAR— (900)    (55c-75c)   7  days.   Gross:  1 

$9,800.  (Average,  $3,250) 
"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) "Girls  of  the  Road"  (Col.) 
HILLSTREET— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,900.  (Average, 5.6,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c- 

75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  $14,- 

000) 

"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) "The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
PANTAGESt— (3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,600.  (Average, 

$7,000) "The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT — (3,595)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.   Stage:   Judy   Canova  with  Anne  & Zeke.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $18,000) 
"All  This,  and  Heaven  Too"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER     BROS.,  (HOLLYWOOD)— 

(3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $10,- 400.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"All  This,  and  Heaven  Too"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)- 

(3,400)  (33c-44c-5Sc-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $11,- 800.    (Average,  $12,000) 

Indianapolis  Gives 
'Band' Good  $12,000 

Indianapolis,  Oct.  7. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  and  "Secret  Seven"  did  a 

smash  $12,000  at  Loew's.  "Spring  Pa- rade" and  "Men  Against  the  Sky"  at 
the  Indiana  drew  $6,800.  The  weather 
was  warm  and  dry  and  competition 

negligible. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  4: "The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $5,300.   (Average,  $6,000) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7    da  vs. Gross:  $6,800.  (Average,  $5,500) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Up  in  the  Air"  (Mono.) 
LYRIC— (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Ozzie  Nelson  Orchestra,  with  Har- riet Hilliard  and  show.  Gross:  $8,200.  (Av- erage, $8,000) 

'Band'  Tallies  Fine 

$11,000,  New  Haven 
New  Haven,  Oct.  7.— "Strike  Up 

the  Band"  and  "Charlie  Chan  at  the 
Wax  Museum"  took  $11,000  at  the Loew-Poli. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  3 : 

"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Public  Deb.  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
COLLEGE  (1,499)  (28c-39c)  7  days.  Gross: 1,400.   (Average,  $2,700) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (ZOth- 

Fox) 

LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:   $11,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"Sandy  Is  a  Lady"  (Univ.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)    (39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $4,500.  (Average,  $4,000) "No  Time  for  Comedy"   (W.  B.) 

"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50e)  7 days.  Gross:  $6,100.   (Average,  $5,000) 



LIGHTING 

EXPERTS 

BESIDE  the  camera  and  behind  the  lens, 

lighting  experts  work  in  perfect  agree- 

ment. Cameramen  depend  implicitly  on 

the  ability  of  Eastman  negative  films  to 

bring  out  the  best  in  every  scene.  The 

beauty  of  modern  productions  is  striking 

evidence  of  the  success  of  this  partnership. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PUJS-X  SCPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND  -X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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'Hall'  Takes 

$8,500;  Loop 

Grosses  Off 

Chicago,  Oct.  7.— The  film,  "Three 
Faces  West"  with  the  Dead  End  Kids 
and  Little  Tough  Guys  on  the  stage 
of  the  Oriental  drew  $17,500  in  a  week 

of  generally  dull  business.  "Pastor Hall"  scored  $8,500  at  the  Apollo  in 
the  second  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  4: 

"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
APOLLO-(1,400)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"Brigham    Young"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. 

Stage:  Art  Jarrett  and  Band.  Gross:  $28,- 000.  (Average,  $32,000) 
"Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.)  „„„.„, GARRICK— (1,000)    (35c-55c-7ac)    /  days. 
Gross:  $4,500.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Three  Faces  West"  (Rep.) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 

Stage:   Dead  End  Kids  and  Little  Tough 
Guys.   Gross:  $17,500.   (Average,  $13,000) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
PALACE — (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days, 

4th  week.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)      (25c-55c-75c)  7 

days.   Gross:  $11,000.   (Average,  $11,000) 
"Sporting  Blood"  (M-G-M) 
STATE-LAKE — (2,700)    (25c-40c)   7  days. 

Stage:   Bruce  Cabot.   Gross:   $16,000.  (Av- erage, $15,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (50c-65c-75c- 

85c)  7  days,  5th  week.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Av- erage, $14,000) 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  (M-G-M) 
WOODS— (1,100)  (75c-$1.10-$1.50)  7  days, 

36th  week.  Gross:  $8,000. 

'Band'  at  $17,000 

Big  in  Providence 

Providence,  Oct.  7.— "Strike  Up 
the  Band,"  dualled  with  "Dulcy"  at 
Loew's  State,  drew  $17,000.  "Spring 
Parade"  and  "Men  Against  the  Sky," at  the  RKO  Albee,  took  $7,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  2-3 : 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
RKO -ALB  EE — (2,239)       (28c-39c-50c)  / 

days.    Gross:  $7,300.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M)  rn LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)    (28c-39c-50c)  / 
days.  Gross:  $17,000.   (Average,  $11,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (EOth-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
"Earl  of  Puddlestone"  (Rep.) 
STRAND  —  (2,200)    (2«c-39c-50c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $4,100.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (U.  A.) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) CARLTON— (1,526)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days, 
2nd  week.  Gross:  $1,800.  (Average,  $3,500) 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.    Stage  show  with  Ben  Bernie orchestra  and  Bert  Wheeler.    Gross:  $4,500. 
(Average,  $8,000) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
"The  Tulsa  Kid"  (Rep.) 
FAY'S  —  (1,800)     (15c-28c-39c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $2,500) 
"Anne  of  Windy  Poplars"  (RKO)  3  days 
"Mystery  Sea  Raider"  (Para.)  3  days 
"Flowing  Gold"   (W.  B.)  4  days 
"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.)  4  days EMPIRE  —  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 
Gross:  $1,400.    (Average,  $1,700) 

'Blood  and  Sand '%  'Swan' 

Are  Bought  for  Power 

Change  Three  Titles 
Hollywood,  Oct.  7.  —  Twentieth 

Century-Fox  has  changed  the  titles  of 
three  pictures :  "Yankee  Doodle  Goes 
to  Plattsburg"  to  "Rise  and  Shine," 
"Tune  In"  will  be  "Stand  Up  and 
Cheer,"  and  the  final  title  of  Geoffrey 
Household's  novel,  "Rogue  Male"  will 
be  "Man  Hunt." 

Hollywood,  Oct.  7. — Twentieth 
Century-Fox  has  purchased  material 
for  Tyrone  Power,  soon  to  be  seen 
in  "The  Mark  of  Zorro,"  vehicle  of 
the  late  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  purchased  "Blood 
and  Sand,"  made  years  ago  with  Ru- dolph Valentino  in  the  leading  role, 
last  week,  and  the  next  day  announced 
that  Rafael  Sabatini's  "The  Black 
Swan"  had  been  bought  for  Power. o  • 

Republic  has  extended  the  con- 
tract of  Jane  Frazee,  the  girl  who 

sings,  dances  and  acts  in  "Mel- 
ody and  Moonlight."  The  option 

period  is  for  a  year,  in  which  the 
studio  may  feature  her  in  about 
three  or  four  pictures. 

•  • 
George  Houston  has  been  signed 

by  Harry  Rathner,  president  of 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  to  star  in 

his  company's  group  of  six  "Lone 
Rider"  musical  westerns.  Sigmund 
Neufeld  will  produce.  .  .  .  Donald 
Crisp  and  Ronald  Reagan  join  the 
cast  of  "The  Sea  Wolf"  at  Warners. 
.  .  .  Eddie  Conrad,  who  played  the 

Latvian  Ambassador  in  "Foreign  Cor- 
respondent," has  been  cast  in  "You're the  One,"  at  Paramount.  .  .  .  Paul 

Porcasi  will  be  in  Alexander  Korda's 
"Lady  Hamilton."  .  .  .  Joan  Wood- 

bury will  be  seen  in  Republic's  "Barn- 

yard Follies." 
•  • 

With  Frank  Morgan,  Billie 
Burke,  Donald  Meek  and  June 
Preisser  in  the  top  spots,  M-G-M 
will  produce  "The  Wild  Man  of  Bor- 

neo," from  a  Broadway  play  by  Marc 
Connelly  and  Herman  Mankie- wicz.  Robert  Sinclair  will  direct  and 
Joseph  Mankiewicz  produce.*  .  .  . 
Eddie  Albert  has  signed  a  new  con- 

tract with  Warners.  .  .  .  Tony  Mar- 
tin has  the  masculine  lead  in  M-G-M's 

"Ziegfeld  Girl."  .  .  .  RKO  extended 
the  contract  of  Desi  Arnaz,  Cuban 
conga  king. 

•  • 

Christy  Cabanne's  daughter, 
Christine,  and  Marguerite  Jen- 

nings, daughter  of  the  late  DeWitt 
Jennings,  have  been  signed  by  De- 
sider  Pek,  playwright  producer  of 
"Forty  Thousand  Smiths,"  opening 
this  week  at  the  Ben  Bard  Playhouse. 

'Band'  Kansas  City 
Smash  with  $14,200 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  7. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  and  "Secret  Seven"  gave 
the  Midland  $14,200.  "The  Ramparts 
We  Watch,"  in  a  return  date  at  the 
Esquire  and  Uptown,  took  $2,500  at 
the  Esquire  and  $3,000  at  the  Uptown. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  1-3: 

"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  6  days.  Gross: 

$2,500.    (Average,  6  days.  $1,800) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND  —  (4,000)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $14,200.    (Average,  $9,500) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN  —  (1,900)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"   (W.  B.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM  —  (1,500)     (28c-44c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $3,200.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"Tear  Gas  Squad"  (W.  B.) 
TOWER  —  (2,200)  (30c)  7  days.  Stage: 

Dusty  Rhodes  &  his  orchestra,  featuring 
Helen  Nash,  Four  Dusters,  Johnny  Casella, 
and  Emory  Hammer.  Gross :  $5,500.  (Aver- 

age, $6,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
UPTOWN  —  (2,000)  (28c-44c)  6  days. 

Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  6  days.  $2,700) 

'Correspondent'  Sets 
Good  Baltimore  Pace 
Baltimore,  Oct.  7. — The  Century 

and  Keith's  Theatre  took  the  lead  this 
week  with  "Foreign  Correspondent" 
and  "Spring  Parade,"  respectively. 
Strong  weekend  business  helped  the 
total  figures  all  around,  with  excep- 

tion of  "The  Great  Profile." 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  3 : 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.) 
CENTURY— (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  days. Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $10,000) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"He  Stayed  For  Breakfast"  (Col.) 
HIPPODROME  —  (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days,  with  stage  show  topped  by 
Gae    Foster    Roxyettes.      Gross:  $13,000. 
(Average,  $14,000) 
''The  Great  Profile" 
NEW  —  (1,581)  (15c -28c -35c -55c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"No  Time  For  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
STANLEY— (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55e)  7 

days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average, $12,000) 

'Band'  Hits  $9,800 

Milwaukee  Gross 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  7.  —  The  River- 
side drew  $14,000  with  Tommy  Tucker 

and  the  film,  "Slightly  Tempted." 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  and  "Sky  Mur- 

der" grossed  $9,800  at  Fox's  Wiscon- 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  1-4: "Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
"Dance,  GirL  Dance"  (RKO) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-S5c)    6  days. Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) "Pier  13"  (2ftth-Fox) 
PALACE— (2,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,200.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
RIVERSIDE— (2,700)     (28c-44c)    7  days 

Stage:  Tommy  Tucker.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Av- erage, $6,500) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    7  days 2nd  week.  Gross:  $1,800.  (Average,  $1,500) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 'Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c)  7  days Gross:  $9,800.  (Average,  $5,500) 

Trade  Figures  at 

Art  Theatre  Opening 
The  Art  Theatre,  East  Eighth  St. 

and  University  Place,  Greenwich  Vil 

lage,  opened  last  night  with  "Whirl pool,"  French  film,  as  the  initial  at- traction. The  600-seat  house  was 
built  and  is  owned  by  Herman  Wein- 
garten.    Irving  PI.  Ludwig  is  manager. 
Among  those  attending  the  opening 

were  Frances  Farmer,  Louis  Frisch 
Samuel  Rinzler,  Ray  Rhonheimer, 
Thomas  Lamb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
Klupt,  Charles  Moses,  Jack  Alicoate, 
Edward  Rugoff,  Herman  Becker. 
A-Mike  Vogel,  Irvin  Shapiro,  Arche 
Mayer,  Martin  Lewis,  Gertrude  Mer- 
riam,  Edward  Stern. 

Rubel  Replacing  Theatre 
Grundy  Center,  la.,  Oct.  7. — A 

new  500-seat  theatre  is  being  erected 
here  by  Frank  Rubel,  replacing  the 
house  destroyed  recently  by  fire. 

'Foreign'  Is 

Seattle  High 

With  $9,000 

Seattle,  Oct.  7. — "Foreign  Corre- 
spondent" took  a  big  $9,000  at  the  Lib- 

erty, with  "Strike  Up  the  Band," 
drawing  $8,800  at  the  Fifth  Avenue. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  4: "Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 

BLUE  MOUSE— (950)  (35c-50c-65c)  7 
days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average, 
$4,000) "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
FIFTH  AVENUE — (2.500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,800.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"   (U.  A.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)       (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average.  $5,000) "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,000.   (Average.  $4,000) 

"Argentine   Nights"  (Univ.) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  davs. Gross:  $4,900.  (Average,  $6,000) "Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)      (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days.  Vaudeville  headed  by  Gleason  &  San- born. Gross:  $5,100.   (Average,  $5,000) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Gay  Caballero"  (Univ.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $6,500.   (Average,  $6,000) 

'Foreign'  at  $10,600 

Strong  in  Cincinnati 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  7.  —  Despite  di- 

version of  attention  from  the  theatre 
by  the  anticipated  and  actual  playing 
of  the  World  Series  here,  "Foreign 
Correspondent"  drew  $10,600  at  the 
RKO  Palace  and  "Spring  Parade" garnered  $12,500.  The  weather  was 

pleasant. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  1-5  : "Spring   Parade"  (Univ.) 
RKO     ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.     Gross:  $12,500.     (Average,  $12,000) 

"Foreign   Correspondent"    (U.  A.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.     Gross:  $10,600.     (Average,  $10,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
RKO  SHUBERT — (2,150)  (33c -40c -50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,800.  (Average, 

$5,000) "The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
RKO  CAPITOL—  (2,000)  (33c -40c -50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,400.  (Average, 
$5,500) 
"No   Time  for   Comedy"    (W.  B.) 
RKO     GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.     Gross:  $4,500. 
"Mcney  and  the  Woman"   (W.  B.) 
RKO  LYRIC — (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  5  days. 

Gross:  $2,100.     (Average.  7  days,  $4,500) 
"Ragtime   Cowboy   Joe"  (Univ.) "Golden    Gloves"  (Para.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:   $1,100.      (Average,  $1,200) 
"Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) "Tom   Brown's  School  Days"  (RKO) 
RKO      FAMILY— (1,000)      (15c-28c)  3 

days.      Gross:   $800.      (Average,  $800) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,600.     (Average,  $5.01)0) 

B'way  Houses  Make 

Price  Adjustments 
Increases  in  "early  bird"  admission 

prices  at  Broadway  houses  from  the 
former  25  cents  plus  Federal  defense 
tax,  to  35  cents,  tax  included,  means 
an  increase  of  six  cents  per  ticket 
to  theatres.  Night  admissions  for 
Saturdays,  Sundays  and  holidays, 
which  have  been  raised  from  75  cents, 
plus  tax,  to  85  cents,  tax  included, 
represent  a  net  increase  to  the  theatres 
of  one  cent  per  ticket,  after  deduction of  Federal  tax. 

The  Roxy  started  the  price  increase 
and  was  joined  by  the  Capitol,  Para- 

mount, Strand  and  Rivoli. 
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AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  EVERYONE 
IN  THE  AMUSEMENT  INDUSTRY: 

On  Saturday,  October  26th,  1940,  Cinema 

Lodge  will  hold  its  first  Annual  Banquet 
and  Ball  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  various  committees  in 

charge  of  arrangements  and  entertainment 

to  make  this  event  one  of  the  most  enjoy- 
able in  the  history  of  the  amusement 

industry. 

Benny  Goodman  will  furnish  the  music  and 
we  have  been  assured  by  the  entertainment 

committee  that  the  most  important  person- 
alities of  the  Screen,  Radio,  Stage  and 

Music  will  be  there  that  night. 

To  insure  the  complete  comfort  of  every 
one  of  our  guests,  we  have  definitely 
limited  the  number  of  tickets  to  be  sold. 

Reservations  are  now  being  accepted.  Sub- 
scriptions $5.  per  person. 

A.  W.  Schwalberg, 
President 

HOTEL    P E N  N S Y  L V  A  N  I  A  —  O  C  T O  B  E  R     2  6,     19  4  0 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Stranger  Than  Fiction, 

No.  83" (  Universal ) 
The  material  used  in  this  number  of 

the  series  is  similar  to  the  items  in 
the  short's  predecessors  and  makes for  diversified  entertainment.  Shown 
arc  the  use  of  egg  shells  in  making 
dolls;  a  woman  lumberjack;  a  pitcher 
collection ;  odd-shaped  stones,  and 
Cherokee  Indians  shooting  blow  guns 
Running  time,  9  mins. 

"The  Spook  Speaks" {Columbia) 
The  mere  fact  that  Buster  Keaton 

is  involved  in  a  comedy  that  concerns 
spiritualism  in  a  magician's  house  sug- gests laughs.  Keaton  is  employed  as 
a  caretaker  while  the  magician  goes 
on  tour.  A  former  assistant  to  the  ma- 

gician, in  seeking  to  learn  the  latter's secrets,  tries  to  scare  Keaton  out. 
Newly  weds,  the  bride  a  spiritualist, 
also  are  on  hand,  as  well  as  a  trained 
penguin  and  the  magician's  tools. There  are  many  laughs.  Running  time, 
18  mins. 

"Master  of  the  Cue" 
{Columbia) 

Willie  Hoppe,  as  "master  of  the 
cue,"  gives  evidence  of  that  designa- 

tion, performing  skillfully  on  the  bil- 
liard table.  He  executes  uncanny 

trick  shots  and  shows  how  the  game 
developed,  from  straight-rail  billiards 
to  three  cushion.  For  added  effect, 
girls  pose  on  the  table,  making  the 
shots  appear  more  spectacular.  Run- 

ning time,  10  mins. 

"Floating  Elephants" {Columbia) 
Floating  elephants  are  huge  balloons 

suspended  over  air  raid  objectives  in 
England,  preventing  dive  bombing  and 
making  it  difficult  for  the  raider  to 
come  near  the  objective.  The  film 
first  shows  a  German  bomber  attack- 

ing a  British  convoy.  The  plane  is 
downed  and  the  pilot  rescued  at  sea. 
The  use  of  the  balloons  is  then  ex- 

plained. The  film  could  hardly  be 
classified  as  entertaining,  but  rather  as 
a  timely  document  picturing  an  impor- 

tant means  of  air  defense.  Running 
time,  9  mins. 

Off  the  Antenna 

n  ROMOTIONAL  campaigns  for  the  sale  of  radio  sets  for  the  remainder 
1  of  the  year  will  be  planned  at  a  meeting  of  the  Radio  Manufacturers  As- 

sociation directors  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt  this  afternoon.  Following  the 
"Listen  Before  You  Vote"  campaign  which  will  end  Election  Day,  a  20-day 
promotion  for  the  20  years  since  the  broadcast  of  the  Harding  election  return's which  marked  the  beginning  of  regular  broadcasting  will  be  conducted  from 
Nov.  11-30.  The  latter  campaign  will  be  a  joint  venture  with  the  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters.  In  December  there  will  be  a  drive  to  promote 
the  use  of  radio  sets  as  Christmas  gifts. 
Among  other  matters  up  for  discussion  at  today's  meeting  are  standards 

for  radio  parts  and  cooperation  with  the  national  defense  program. 
•  •  • 

Program  News:  Kate  Smith  will  be  guest  on  "Musical  Americana" 
Thursday  when  the  program  switches  to  Thursday  at  10:30  P.M.  over  NBC- 
Red.  .  .  .  "Dr.  Christian"  has  been  renewed  over  64  CBS  stations  by  Chese- borough  Manufacturing  Co.  and  will  be  heard  Wednesdays  at  8:30  P.M.  .  .  . 
Picks  Chemical  Co.  has  bought  announcements  on  Larry  Elliott's  "Rising 
Son"  over  W ABC ,  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  from  6:35-7  A.M.  .  .  . 
"First  Offender"  returns  to  Mutual  Saturday  at  10  A.M.  as  a  sustain er. 

•  •  • 
Howard  Barnes,  film  critic  for  the  Herald-Tribune,  started  at  midnight 

to  do  a  Monday  through  Friday  series  for  WOR.  He  will  concentrate  on 
the  legitimate  theatre  and  films  but  will  also  review  night  club  shows, 
opera  and  even  the  circus. 

•  •  • 
The  three  major  networks,  NBC,  CBS  and  MBS,  were  among  the  50 

leaders  which  won  awards  from  the  Direct  Mail  Advertisers  Association  for 
direct  mail  campaigns.  The  NBC  San  Francisco  and  Chicago  offices  received 
honorable  mention.  There  was  no  selection  as  among  the  first  50,  each  having 
been  cited  for  merit. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Al  Newman,  radio  editor  of  Newsweek,  became  the 

father  of  a  boy  yesterday.  .  .  .  John  G.  T.  Gilmour,  director  of  General  Elec- 
tric's  motion  picture  department,  has  been  named  program  manager  for  televi- 

sion. Charles  R.  Brozvn  of  the  market  research  section  will  move  into  Gil- 
mour's  post  and  W.  T.  Cook  Itas  been  placed  in  charge  of  scenarios  for  both 
television  and  film  programs.  .  .  .  Edgar  Kobak,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge 
of  Blue  sales,  tvill  address  the  Cincinnati  Advertisers  Club  tomorrow.  .  .  . 
Charles  Stark  is  doing  the  announcing  on  Kate  Smith's  noonday  program. .  .  .  Walter  S.  Newhouse.  Jr.,  has  joined  the  WQXR  sales  staff. 

•  •  • 

WMCA  has  concluded  a  deal  with  the  Al  Jolson  show,  "Hold  On  to 
Your  Hats,"  and  four  scenes  in  the  first  act  include  the  station's  call  let- 

ters and  microphones.  Julius  J.  Colby,  dramatic  director  for  WMCA, 
arranged  the  promotion. 

has 
and 

"Schoolboy  Dreams" {Columbia) 
A  Phantasy  Cartoon,  this 

Scrappy  arriving  late  for  schoo 
then  paying  little  attention  to  proceed 
ings.  A  beautiful  new  teacher  appears 
at  that  point  and  Scrappy  becomes  at- 

tentive, but  after  a  spell  dozes  off  to 
dream  of  himself  as  a  knight  and  the 
teacher  as  a  princess.  He  awakens  and 
finds  that  he  has  been  made  the  class 
dunce.  Running  time,  5  mins. 

"Farmer  Tom  Thumb" 
{Columbia) 
Tom  Thumb  is  again  the  subject  of 

a  cartoon.  Here  he  is  seen  as  the  son 
of  a  disappointed  farmer  who  had  ex- 

pected a  big  and  strong  assistant. 
When  the  crops  are  bad,  Tom  saves 
the  day  with  "farm  vitamins,"  which 
he  had  read  about  in  a  magazine.  Tom 
Thumb  has  been  seen  in  funnier  situa- 

tions. Running  time,  6  mins. 

Neville  Miller  Gets 

Music  Parley  Plea 
Network  officials  yesterday  referred 

to  Neville  Miller,  National  Associa 
tion  of  Broadcasters  president,  the 
request  for  a  conference  made  by  Fred 

Waring  on  behalf  of  "name"  band 
leaders  in  the  current  Ascap-Broad- 
cast  Music,  Inc.  dispute.  Considering 
the  whole  music  situation  an  indus- 

try-wide issue,  network  officials  took 
the  attitude  that  it  could  be  handled 
best  by  Miller. 

Meanwhile,  John  G.  Paine,  Ascap 
general  manager,  disputed  the  claim 
of  Sidney  M.  Kaye,  BMI  vice-presi- 

dent and  general  manager,  that  Ascap 
was  unwilling  to  meet  with  Miller 
or  any  other  committee  designated 
by  the  broadcasters.  Paine  declared 
that  Ascap  would  meet  with  Miller 
or  any  other  person  who  was  given 
authority  to  negotiate  or  close  a  con- tract. 

AFRA  and  Nets  Set 

Wages  Settlement 
Legal  details  were  completed  yes- 

terday for  settlement  of  the  dispute 
between  the  American  Federation  of 
Radio  Artists  and  the  major  networks 

on  wages  for  performers  on  sustaining- shows.  Meetings  of  AFRA  locals  in 
New  York,  Chicago,  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles  will  be  held  shortly 
to  ratify  the  contracts. 

Performing  Artists 

Sue  on  Record  Use 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  7. — National 

Association  of  Performing  Artists  has 
instituted  three  suits  here  against  three 
local  distributors  of  coin  phonograph 
machines  and  one  cafe  owner  to  re- 

strain use  of  recordings  without  pay- 
ment of  royalty  to  the  performers 

The  suit  is  similar  to  one  brought 
against  radio  stations  to  prevent  use  of 
records  for  broadcast  purposes. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  there  are 
about  300,000  coin  phonographs  in 
operation  in  the  country  bringing  an 
annual  revenue  of  between  $175,000,000 
and  $200,000,000.  The  actions  were 
brought  in  Common  Pleas  Court  by 
James  J.  Walker  and  Fred  Waring, 
as  trustees  of  the  organization. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Shift  Tri-States  Managers 
Davenport,  la.,  Oct.  7.  —  Joseph 

Kinsky,  district  manager  of  Tri-States 
theatre  in  the  Davenport  area,  has  an- 

nounced promotions  for  managers  of 
three  of  Tri-States  theatres  here. 
Richard  Stoddard,  manager  of  the 

new  Esquire,  has  been  made  manager 
of  the  Capitol  under  the  supervision  of 
Dale  McFaiiand,  Davenport  city  man- 

ager. Jack  Kolbo,  formerly  assistant 
manager  of  the  Omaha  at  Omaha,  will 
take  over  the  management  of  the 
Esquire,  and  Dean  Rogers,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Esquire,  has  been 
named  publicity  director  for  the  Da- 

venport district  under  Kinsky.  Rob- 
ert Schmitz,  formerly  treasurer  at  the 

Capitol,  is  to  be  assistant  at  the 
Esquire. 

Take  Over  Kansas  House 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  7. — Sol  Banks 

of  St.  Louis  and  Nick  Kotsis,  who 
operates  the  Holden  at  Holden,  Mo., 
and  the  Oswego,  Oswego,  Kan.,  have 
taken  over  the  Lee  at  Cherryvale, 
Kan.,  from  R.  O.  Lee. 

Sells  House  in  Iowa 
Cresco,  la.,  Oct.  7.— Floyd  R.  Puf- 

fer has  sold  the  Cresco  to  the  Central 
States  Theatre  Corp.  of  Des  Moines. 

Building  Missouri  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  7.— A  new  350- 

seat  house  is  being  built  at  Buffalo, 
Mo.,  by  Shields  Wilson,  operator  of 
the  Camden  at  Camdenton,  Mo.  Buf- 

falo also  has  the  Nu  Buflo,  operated 
by  C.  C.  Rhodes  of  Warsaw,  Mo. 

Opening  Philadelphia  House 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  7.  — -  Simon 

Finestone  will  open  his  new  Castor 
Theatre  here  shortly.  Theodore 
Kirmse  will  operate  it. 

Set  K.  C.  Bowling 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  7.  —  Frank 

Hensler,  branch  manager  for  M-G-M, 
and  Ernest  Mehl,  Kansas  City  Star, 
general  chairmen  for  the  annual  Va- 

riety C\ub-Star  bowling  tournament, 
have  set  this  year's  play  for  Dec.  21- 22.  Proceeds  are  used  to  buy  milk 
for  undernourished  school  children  in 
the  two  Kansas  Citvs. 

Named  Schine  Manager 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7.— Gerald 

F.  Fowler  has  been  named  manager 
of  Schine's  Geneva  here  and  assist- 

ant to  C.  C.  Young,  zone  manager. 
George  Cameron,  former  Geneva 
manager,  has  been  transferred  to  Sen- 

eca Falls. 

Fishman  Leases  Theatre 
New  Haven,  Oct.  7.  —  Fishman 

Theatres,  Inc.,  have  leased  the  500- 
seat  Apollo,  closed  for  the  Summer, 
to  Max  Post,  its  former  manager.  The 
policy  is  three  changes  a  week,  at  a 
20-cent  top. 

Brooklyn  House  Reopened 
The  Jefferson,  Brooklyn  theatre, has  reopened. 

Renew  Theatre  Lease 
Sound  View,  Conn.,  Oct.  7.— 

Adolph  G.  Johnson  and  Albert  Poul- 
ton  have  renewed  their  lease  for  next 
Summer  on  the  New  Colony. 

Loew's  Leases  House 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Oct.  7. — Loew's, Inc.,  have  leased  the  Lyric  to  Max 
Rudnick  of  the  Eltinge  Theatre,  New 
York,  for  a  Winter  season  of  bur- 
lesque. 

National  Theatre  Supply  Deals 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has 

made  installations  of  equipment  re- 
cently in  82  theatres  in  various  parts 

of  the  country.  The  equipment  in- cluded sound  systems,  projectors, 
screens,  projection  lamps  and  lenses. 

House  Open  Every  Night 
San  Antonio,  Oct.  7.  —  Because 

of  increased  enlistments  at  Brooks 
Field,  Tex.,  the  Post  Theatre,  seating 
450,  operates  every  night,  where  for- 

merly it  was  open  only  three  nights  a 
week. 
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foreign  Air 

Shows  to  Be 

Probed  by  U.S. 

f'CC  Sends  Questionnaire 
To  Broadcasters 

Washington.  Oct.  8. — The  FCC 
jday  initiated  an  investigation  of  for- 
;gn  language  broadcasts  on  U.  S. 
;ations.  At  a  meeting  of  the  commis- 
ion,  approval  was  given  to  the  send- 
lg  of  questionnaires  to  standard  sta- 
[  ons  pertaining  to  programs  in  foreign 
mguages. 
FCC  officials  yesterday  held  a  con- 

afence  with  representatives  of  inter- 
national short  wave  stations,  discuss- 

ig  plans  for  controlling  foreign  lan- 
guage broadcasts  by  requiring  speak- 

rs  to  reduce  their  addresses  to  writ- 
hg  and  to  follow  their  scripts  faith - 
lilly. 

Approximately  five  per  cent  of  the 
:ation's  700-odd  stations  use  foreign 
anguage  broadcasts  and  many  nat- 
oral  advertisers  use  foreign  language 
iroadcasts  for  specialized  markets. 
\bout  $3,000,000  is  spent  annually  for 
bese  types  of  broadcasts,  it  has  been 
stimated. 
The  situation  concerning  such  broad- 

casts caused  attention  after  the  out- 
break of  war  in  Europe.  Many  for- 

eign language  commentators  and  an- 
(Continncd  on  page  8) 

Para.  Employes  to 
Submit  Film  Ideas 

Paramount  home  office  em- 
ployes have  been  invited  to 

submit  production  ideas  for 
features  and  shorts  which 
may  be  used  in  planning  the 
company's  1941-'42  production 
schedule.  Cash  prizes  total- 

ling $375  have  been  offered  for 
the  best  suggestions. 
Winners  in  the  home  office 

will  compete  for  additional 
cash  prizes  with  winners  in 
Paramount's  New  York  the- 

atre department.  Judges  of 
the  contest,  which  closes  Oct. 
15,  are;  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Arthur  Israel,  Leon  Netter, 
Sam  Dembow,  Harry  Royster, 
Robert  Weitman,  M.  F.  Gow- 
thorpe  and  J.  A.  Walsh. 

Films  Commission 

Plan  Faces  Snag 

London,  Oct.  8. — Little  concrete 
progress  has  been  achieved  on  the 
plan  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Films  Com- 

mission, it  is  understood  here  on  good 
authority. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  the  plan  ap- 
pears to  be  the  stipulation  of  Sir  An- 
drew Duncan,  president  of  the  Board 

of  Trade,  that  secrecy  be  maintained 
in  the  negotiations.    The  whole  pro- 

(Contimied  on  page  3) 

Reviews 

"The  Long 

Voyage  
Home" (  ganger-United  Artists) 

IfROM  Eugene  O'Neill's  cele- brated group  of  four  plays  has 
Jeen  fabricated  a  memorable  and 
unusual  motion  picture,  telling  the 
story  of  the  men  in  the  forecastle 
of  a  tramp  steamer,  and  telling  at 
the  same  time,  the  story  of  many 
men  in  many  places. 
With  some  of  the  most  compell- 

ing photography  the  screen  has 
seen,  the  atmosphere  of  the  O'Neill 
plays  has  been  captured  with  re- 

markable skill  and  effect.  To  Gregg 
Toland,  cameraman,  must  go  a 

lion's  share  of  credit  for  that  phase 
of  a  notable  picture. 
The  title  of  one  of  the  four 

O'Neill  plays  has  been  used  for  the (Continued  on  page  3) 

"They  Knew  What 

They  Wanted" (RKO) 
D  LUCKED  from  its  distin- 

guished niche  in  the  Hall  of 

Fame  of  America's  great  legitimate 
stage  plays,  Sidney  Howard's  Pu- 

litzer Prize  winner,  "They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted,"  has  been 
translated  to  the  screen  by  pro- 

ducer Erich  Pommer  in  moving 
and  powerful  terms.  It  is  a  strong 
story — intended  neither  for  the 
squeamish  nor  the  young — of  fu- 

tility and  hope,  of  sordid  passions 
and  idyllic  love,  of  tragic  sin  and 
epic  forgiveness. 
To  Charles  Laughton  goes  the 

honor  of  creating  another  mighty 
role,    that   of  Tony    Patucci,  the 
simple  grape  grower  who  discov- (Continued  on  page  3) 

FURTHER  DELAY 

SEEN  ON  DECREE 

U.  S.  Court  Hearing  Postponement  Appears 

Inevitable  Due  to  Lack  of  an  Agreement 

At  Washington  Conference  Yesterday 

A  further  delay  in  submitting  the  proposed  consent  decree  to  the  Fed- 
eral court  for  approval  appeared  inevitable  last  night  due  to  the  inability 

of  representatives  of  the  five  consenting  companies  and  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  reach  an  agreement  on  changes  at  a  conference  in  Washing- 

ton yesterday.    The  discussions  will  be  resumed  here  tomorrow. 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 

has  set  next  Tuesday  for  a  hearing  on 
the  decree  in  the  event  that  it  is  con- 

clusively drafted  by  that  time. 
In  the  absence  from  Washington 

of  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man  W.  Arnold,  the  company  heads 
and  attorneys  met  with  Wendell 
Berge,  his  assistant,  and,  according  to 
Department  officials,  were  unable  to 
reach  a  definite  agreement  on  impor- 

tant points.  The  meeting  lasted  three 
hours. 

After  the  meeting,  Berge  said  he 
would  make  no  recommendations  to 
Arnold  or  Attorney  General  Robert 
P.  Jackson  until  the  group  had 
reached  an  accord. 

Present  at  the  Washington  confer- 
ence were  George  J.  Schaefer,  presi- 
dent of  RKO  ;  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 

president,  and  J.  Robert  Rubin,  vice- 
president  and  general  counsel,  of 
Loew's ;  Richard  Dwight,  attorney  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  and  Bertram 
Shipman,  Chase  National  Bank  and 
National  Theatres  ;  Thomas  D.  Thach- 
er  and  Austin  C  Keough,  Paramount : 

(.Continued  on  page  3) 

20th-Fox  Set 

On 

Prog, 

ram 

Hollywood,  Oct.  8. — Details  of  the 
new  season's  production  program  of 
20th  Century-Fox  have  been  set  at 
conferences  of  top  company  execu- 

tives here,  and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 

tion, today  was  given  the  "go  ahead" 
signal. Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the 
board,  issued  the  following  statement : 
"Conferences  were  held  today  between 
President  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  William  Goetz  and  myself  on 
the  20th  Century-Fox  production  out- look for  the  coming  year. 

"Business  prospects  for  the 
impending  year  seem  promis- 

ing from  the  viewpoint  of 
theatre  attendance  and  improv- 

ing conditions. 
"Zanuck  has  outlined  his  program 

for  the  coining  year  and  his  budget 
requirements.  His  prospective  list  of 
productions,  based  on  story  material 
already  selected,  was  given  our  hearty 
endorsement  and  his  budget  require- 

ments were  approved." Schenck  said  it  will  be  recommended 
to  the  board  that  employes  be  given 
their  jobs  back  on  their  return  from 
military  service. 

W.B.  to  Hold  Jobs 

For  Drafted  Men 
Warner  employes  who  are  drafted 

or  are  members  of  the  National 
Guard  will  be  reemployed  in  their 
previous  positions  on  the  expiration 
of  their  period  of  military  service, 
Harry  M.  Warner,  president,  an- nounced yesterday. 

In  addition,  all  employes  who  have 
been  with  the  company  one  year  or 
more  will  receive  two  weeks'  extra 
salary  when  they  report  for  service, 
and  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
payment  of  a  monthly  sum  to  the  em- 

ploye or  his  dependents. 

'Dictator'  Plays  2 

Loop  Spots  Oct.  31 
Chicago,  Oct.  8. — "The  Great  Dic- 

tator," Chaplin-U.  A.  film,  will  open 
here  Oct.  31  and  play  two  theatres 
simultaneously,  as  in  New  York.  The 
film  will  run  on  a  reserved  seat  basis 
twice  daily  at  the  Apollo,  with  prices 
at  $1.65  evenings  and  $1.10  matinees. 
It  will  play  continuous  run  at  the 
Roosevelt  at  $1.10  evenings  and  75 
cents  matinees. 

The  terms  are  understood  to  be  70- 
30  per  cent.  Charlie  Chaplin  may 
make  a  personal  appearance  on  the 
opening  night. 

Indianapolis  Next  Month 

Indianapolis,  Oct.  8. — "The  Great 
Dictator"  will  play  Loew's  Indian- 

apolis here,  opening  either  the  first 
or  second  week  in  November. 
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Fairbanks  Estate 
Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  who 

died  last  Dec.  12,  left  a  gross 
estate  of  $2,472,060,  and  a  net 
estate  of  $2,318,651,  it  was 
learned  yesterday  in  Surro- 

gate's Court  when  a  motion was  granted  to  declare  him 
a  non-resident  and  fix  tax.  In 
addition  to  considerable  West 
Coast  property,  the  estate  in- 

cludes trusts  of  $693,738  and 
$550,020  held  by  two  New  York 
banks. 

Six  New  Theatres 

Opened  in  Atlanta 
Atlanta,  Oct.  8. — Six  new  neigh- 

borhood theatres  have  been  opened 
during  the  past  month  in  Atlanta, 
each  costing  more  than  $60,000. 
They  are  the  Euclid,  the  DeKalb 

and  the  Gordon  of  the  Lucas  &  Jen- 
kins circuit;  the  Decatur  and  the  5 

Points  by  Mion  and  Murray,  and 
the  Russell  by  the  East  Point  Amuse- 

ment Co. 

Freeman  to  Memphis 
Hollywood,  Oct.  8. — Y.  Frank 

Freeman,  Paramount  studio  chief,  and 
Bob  Hope,  will  leave  by  plane  tomor- 

row for  Memphis  where  they  will  be 
honor  guests  at  a  Red  Cross  benefit 
entertainment.  M.  A.  Lightman  of 
Malco  Theatres  will  be  the  host. 

Universal  Casts  Boyer 
Hollywood,  Oct.  8. — Charles  Boyer 

has  been  signed  by  Universal  to  ap- 
pear opposite  Margaret  Sullavan  in 

a  remake  of  "Back  Street." 

Personal  Mention 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production  for  War- 

ners, is  in  town  for  conferences  at  the 
home  office. 

Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general 
sales  manager,  has  returned  from  a 
visit  to  the  studio.  Jack  Cohn  and 
Abe  Schneider  are  expected  from 
the  Coast  this  weekend. 

• 
Herman  Finkelstein  and  Louis 

D.  Frohlich,  Ascap  attorneys  will 
leave  for  Omaha  tomorrow  for  a 
hearing  there  Saturday  in  connection 
with  Nebraska  anti-Ascap  litigation. 

• 

Fred  Lange,  Paramount  Continen- 
tal European  manager,  has  reserva- 

tions on  the  Clipper  leaving  for  Lis- 
bon tomorrow. 

George  Richfield,  representative  of 
Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  is  en  route 
to  England  via  Clipper,  to  discuss 
with  Paul  L.  Stein  the  production  of 
films  in  this  country. 

• 
Ricardo  Cortez  is  in  town  from 

Hollywood. 
• 

Robert  Thomas  of  the  Comerford, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  was  married  re- 

cently to  Mary  Ellen  Edwards  in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

• 

Edward  Ryan  has  resigned  as  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Capitol, 

Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  to  enter  another 
business.  He  is  succeeded  by  James 
Moore.  Jr. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO -COAST 

~k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  H  Avemeyer  6-5000.Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  7:05  am 
The  Plainsman  .         .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .         .  10:30  pm 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  s, tic. 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

ROBERT   M.   GILLHAM,  Para- mount advertising  and  publicity 
director,  will  return  from  Washing- 

ton today  after  arranging  for  screen- 
ings there  of  "The  World  in  Flames." • 

Arthur  Hopkins,  William  Orr, 
Toby  Gruen,  Fred  Lange,  Owen 
Davis,  Ed  Saunders,  Ben  Blue, 
Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Balaban, 
Max  Cohen  and  Tom  Connors  at 

Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 
Martin  Moskowitz,  Hal  Horne 

and  Joseph  Pincus  lunching  yester- 
day at  Lindy's  (51st  St.). • 

Emanuel  Silverstone,  Al  Mar- 
golies  and  Irving  Shapiro  at  Lindy's 
(next  to  the  Rivoli)  for  lunch  yes- terday. 

• 

Pat  Scollard,  Colvin  Brown, 
Irving  Wormser,  Lou  Weinberg, 
Charles  Bonn,  William  German, 
Max  Weisfeldt,  Marvin  Schenck, 
Arthur  Lee,  Maurice  Bergman  and 
Joshua  Logan  lunching  at  the  Tav- ern yesterday. 

• 

Stanton  Griffis,  John  Barry, 
Leon  Netter,  Louis  Phillips,  Her- 

man Wobber,  Ricardo  Cortez, 
Philip  Reed,  Sam  Shain,  John 
Golden,  Brock  Pemberton,  Morris 
Gest,  Sidney  Phillips,  Roy  Rob- 

erts, Ruth  Gordon,  Antoinette 
Perry,  Bud  Freeman  and  Mrs. 
Sime  Silverman  having  lunch  yes- 

terday at  Sardi's. • 
Hilda  Lesser  Rickles,  secretary 

to  Ed  Saunders  at  M-G-M,  has a  birthday  today. 
• 

Milton  Brauman,  Pittsburgh 
salesman  for  M-G-M,  is  celebrating 
his  11th  year  with  the  company. 

Loew-Lewin  Names 

Buchanan  Agency 
David  L.  Loew-Albert  Lewin,  Inc., 

producing  for  United  Artists  release, 
have  appointed  Buchanan  &  Co.,  Inc., 
as  its  advertising  agency.  The  first 
Loew-Lewin  production  to  be  released 

through  U.  A.  will  be  "Flotsam." 

Party  for  George  Jessel 
There  will  be  a  party  at  Toots 

Shor's  restaurant  this  afternoon  for 
the  George  Jessel  company  which  will 
open  at  Loew's  State  tomorrow. Guests  will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Jessel,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Jean  Parker, 
fsabell  Jewell,  Steffi  Duna,  Lya  Lys, 
Jean  Gray  and  Betty  Jane  Cooper. 

Two  Join  M-G-M M-G-M  has  added  two  men  to  the 
field  representatives'  staff.  Louis 
Hellborn  will  handle  exploitation  in 
the  Omaha  and  Des  Moines  terri- 

tories, and  Gene  Rich  has  been  named 
assistant  to  W.  G.  Bishop  in  the  Chi- 

cago territory. 

Roosevelt  May  Be  Called 
Washington,  Oct.  8.  — ■  James 

Roosevelt  is  subject  to  call  for  active 
duty  in  the  Navy's  projected  mobiliza- tion. He  is  a  Captain  in  the  Marine Reserves. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

J  CONSIDERABLE  amount  of 
■il  war  news  is  in  the  new  issues 
which,  with  vievos  of  the  Presidential 
candidates,  World  Series,  football  and 
other  live  events,  add  up  to  interest- 

ing releases.    Contents  follow: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  9— England: 

Churchill  on  the  Thames;  business  con- 
tinues in  London;  motorcycles  as  defense 

units;  old  pans  used  in  plane  production; 
R.  A.  F.  in  counter  attack;  air  raid  de- 

struction. Roosevelt  at  Hyde  Park.  Willkie 
in  Pittsburgh.  Lion  taming.  Secretary 
Knox  in  Washington.  Duchess  of  Luxem- 

bourg arrives  here. NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  207— R.  A.  F. 
intensifies  attacks.  London  shops  remain 
open.  Churchill  on  the  Thames.  H.  G. 
Wells  arrives.  Roosevelt  discusses  educa- 

tion. Willkie  talks  on  security.  World 
Series.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  12— Midget 

army  truck  tested.  British  children  arrive 
here.  Willkie  on  tour.  Al  Smith  speaks 
for  Willkie.  Roosevelt  at  Hyde  Park  school 
dedication.  American  destroyers  arrive  in 
England.  Ambassador  Kennedy  views 
bomb  destruction.  Survivors  of  torpedoed 
ship  in  Scotland.  Fires  in  London.  Lon- doners seek  shelter  in  subways.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  iz— Londoners 

find  safety  in  subways.  U.  S.  destroyers 
arrive  in  England.  Willkie  in  Pittsburgh. 
Skeet  shooting  at  West  Point.  Football. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  917- 

Destruction  in  London  after  air  raid.  Sur- 
vivors of  torpedoed  ship  in  Scotland.  U.  S. 

Destroyers  arrive  in  England.  Churchill 
on  the  Thames.  Willkie  in  Pittsburgh. 
Roosevelt  in  Hyde  Park.  Duchess  of  Lux- 

embourg arrives.  New  army  truck  tested. 
World  Series.  Football.  "Knute  Rockne" premiere  in  South  Bend. 

Laughton  Starting 

Appearance  Tour 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  8. — Charles 

Laughton,  star  of  RKO's  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted,"  pro- duced by  Erich  Pommer,  started  a 
personal  appearance  tour  tonight  im- 

mediately following  the  world  pre- 
miere of  the  film  at  the  Golden  Gate 

Theatre  here.  Laughton  left  imme- 
diately for  Chicago,  where  the  film 

opens  at  the  Palace  Friday.  From 
there  he  will  go  to  Detroit,  and  stop 
at  other  key  cities  en  route  East. 

The  film  opened  here  tonight  with 
a  group  of  40  players  and  press  and 
studio  representatives  attending. 

Michele  Morgan  to  RKO 
Hollywood,  Oct.  8. — Michele  Mor- 

gan, French  actress,  has  been  signed 
by  RKO  and  will  leave  Lisbon  for 
America  Oct.  15. 
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Re  views 

More  Delay 

Arises  for 

U.  S.  Decree 

Para.  Will  Preview 

'Arise'  at  Theatre 
Paramount  will  preview 

"Arise  My  Love,"  new  film 
starring  Claudette  Colbert 
and  Ray  Milland,  at  the 
Broadway  Paramount  tomor- 

row. Two  screenings  will  be 
inserted  into  the  theatre's 
regular  program,  one  at  2:25 
and  the  other  at  7:10  P.  M. 

^Consent  Decree  to 

Be  Studied  by  SAG 

While  taking  no  definite  stand  on 
the  consent  decree,  the  Screen  Act- 

ors Guild  believes  that  the  issues  in- 
volved are  similar  to  those  in  the 

Neely  bill  and  that  "the  situation  must 
be  closely  watched  in  an  effort  to 
determine  their  relationship  to  the 

work  of  our  own  members,"  accord- 
ing to  the  current  issue  of  Screen 

Actor,  official  Guild  publication. 
Operating  surplus  for  the  year  end- 

ing Oct.  31  should  be  $2,697,  it  was 
estimated.  Surplus  on  hand  as  of 
Aug.  31  amounted  to  $175,989,  of 
which  $58,375  represented  loans  re- 

ceivable; $51,650,  cash;  $51,328,  se- 
curities, and  $16,989,  property  and 

equipment.  Salaries  for  10  months 
ending  Aug.  31  for  executive,  repre- 

sentative and  general  personnel  were 
the  largest  single  item  of  expenditures, 
amounting  to  $100,507. 
The  fight  with  the  I.A.T.S.E.  a 

year  ago  cost  S.A.G.  $12,000  after 
adjusting  for  the  debt  of  the  Associ- 

ated Actors  and  Artistes  of  Amer- 
ica, which  was  cancelled. 

SAG  Sets  Annual 

Meet  Here  Nov.  15 
The  New  York  Chapter  of  Screen 

Actors  Guild  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Edison  Nov. 
15.  Besides  reports  of  officers  the 
major  issue  will  be  the  election  of  five 
members  of  the  advisory  council  for 
a  term  of  three  years.  The  nominat- 

ing committee  has  suggested  seven 
persons,  Florence  Auer,  Florence 
Richardson,  incumbents  ;  Kirk  Brown, 
Jr.,  Alexander  Campbell,  Bradford 
Kirkbride,  Nellie  Maloney  and  Gloria 
Pierre. 

Petitions  signed  by  20  members  may 
offer  additional  nominations  'before 
Oct.  25  and  ballots  may  be  returned 
by  mail  before  Nov.  14. 

Republic  Closes  Deals 
Republic  has  closed  with  Fox 

Midwest  Theatres  for  its  product  in 
the  Kansas  City  territory.  Elmer 
Rhoden  and  Lon  Cox  acted  for  the 
circuit,  and  James  R.  Grainger,  Re- 

public president,  and  Robert  F.  With- 
ers, Kansas  City  franchise  holder,  rep- 

resented Republic.  A  deal  also  has 
been  closed  with  Commonwealth  The- 

atre Circuit. 

Dissolve  Theatre  Firm 

Dover,  Del.,  Oct.  8.— Griffith  Dick- 
inson Theatres,  Inc.,  a  Delaware  cor- 

poration operating  theatres  in  Kan- 
sas, Missouri  and  Nebraska,  has  been 

dissolved.  The  Griffith  Dickinson 
Realty  Co.,  a  Delaware  corporation, 
also  lias  been  dissolved. 

"The  Long 

Voyage  
Home" ( W anger- United  Artists) 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

film.  Dudley  Nichols,  who  wrote 
the  screenplay,  did  a  splendid  job 
of  interweaving  the  substance  of  the 

plays  into  a  well-rounded  and 
smooth-flowing  story,  while  John 
Ford  adds  still  another  laurel  to  his 

already  heavy  wreath  with  bril- 
liant direction. 

Interpreting  the  men  whose  lives 
are  wedded  to  that  of  their  big  and 
slow-moving  tramp  steamer,  travel- 

ing the  seven  seas  endlessly,  in 
calm  and  storm,  in  war  and  peace, 
are  Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Wayne, 
Ian  Hunter,  Barry  Fitzgerald,  John 
Qualen,  Ward  Bond  and  Wilfred 
Lawson,  among  others.  Their  per- 

formances, without  a  single  excep- 
tion, are  of  the  finest.  There  is 

little  to  choose  from  among  them, 
unless  it  be  Mitchell,  adding  anoth- 

er to  his  long  list  of  notable  screen 
characterizations,  as  the  big  Irish- 

man who  is  the  leader  of  the  men 
of  the  forecastle.  Wayne,  as  the 
Swede  bound  for  his  farm  home 
near  Stockholm;  Qualen,  whose 
great  ambition  is  to  see  that  Wayne 
gets  home;  Hunter,  the  English 
gentleman  who  hides  from  himself 
in  the  forecastle ;  little  Fitzgerald, 
whose  Cockney  speech  imparts  de- 

lightful bits  of  humor  to  an  other- 
wise somber  story ;  Lawson,  the 

hard-bitten  captain  who  loves  his 
ship  and  protects  his  men,  all  offer 
superlative  performances. 
The  ship  leaves  the  Caribbean 

bound  for  the  United  States,  there 
picking  up  a  cargo  of  munitions 
much  needed  in  England's  struggle. 
On  the  long  voyage  home,  the  ship 
Glencairn  runs  into  a  terrible  storm, 
itself  a  highlight  of  a  picture 
crowded  with  splendid  technical  ef- 

fects. Bond,  seeking  to  secure  an 
anchor  broken  loose,  is  injured  and 
dies.    He  is  buried  at  sea. 

The  ship  enters  the  war  zone. 
Hunter's  actions  appear  suspicious 
to  the  crew,  and  he  is  suspected 
of  being  a  spy,  until  a  packet  of 
letters  reveals  that  he  was  once  a 
war  hero  and  that  a  wife  and  chil- 

dren are  awaiting  him.  Nearing 
England  the  ship  is  the  target  of 
an  enemy  plane,  and  Hunter  dies  a 
hero's  death  attempting  to  free  a 
lifeboat.  On  shore,  the  men  get 
drunk,  but  recover  in  time  to  save 
Wayne  from  being  shanghaied  on 
another  boat.  But  in  the  fight, 
Mitchell  is  knocked  unconscious, 
and  the  ship  sails  with  him  aboard. 
One  by  one  the  men  return  to  their 
ship,  with  the  exception  of  Wayne, 
bound  home,  and  Mitchell,  whose 
ship,  a  headline  recounts,  has  been 
torpedoed  and  sunk. 
Running  time,  105  minutes. 

"G."*         Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"They  Knew  What 

They  Wanted" 
(rko  ) 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ered  his  love  at  a  single  glance 
and  whose  devotion  towered 
above  all  that  was  mean  and  dirty. 

Add  a  laurel,  too,  for  Carole  Lom- 
bard, who  succeeds  in  making 

Amy,  the  waitress,  an  understand- 
able, warm  human  being  despite 

shortcomings  which  in  the  hands 
of  a  less  skillful  performer  might 
make  the  character  utterly  despic- 

able. Indeed  there  are  laurels  for 

all  in  the  cast — William  Gargan, 

Tony's  foreman  and  Amy's  seduc- 
er, the  third  element  in  a  bitter 

triangle ;  Frank  Fay,  the  under- 
standing padre ;  Harry  Carey,  the 

country  doctor;  and  Janet  Fox  and 
Victor  Kilian  in  lesser  roles. 

Garson  Kanin  directed  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  highlight  all  the 

subtle  motivations  of  characters 
who  acted  according  to  their 
lights,  albeit  mistakenly  at  times. 
Tony  sees  Amy  while  dining  in  a 
restaurant  and  starts  a  correspond- 

ence with  her.  Finally,  he  asks 
Amy  to  marry  him,  offering  as  an 
inducement  $15,000  in  a  bank  and 
a  large  ranch.  Amy,  tired  of  her 
hard  lot,  accepts,  especially  when 
she  sees  Joe's  picture,  which  she 
thinks  is  Tony's. After  the  confusion  caused  by  the 
switch  in  pictures  is  cleared,  an  ac- 

cident delays  the  wedding.  During 
the  interval,  although  both  are  de- 

voted to  Tony,  Joe  seduces  Amy. 
After  a  fit  of  fury,  Tony  forgives 
her,  however,  and  the  film  fades 
out  with  Amy  leaving  to  have  her 
baby  and  return  to  Tony  later. 

Harry  E.  Edington  was  execu- 
tive producer.  Robert  Ardrey  con- 

tributed the  screenplay.  Although 
all  the  difficult  sequences  are  han- 

dled with  tact  and  without  the  sug- 
gestion of  offensiveness,  the  story 

for  obvious  reasons  is  not  for  chil- 
dren. 

Running  time,  96  minutes.  "A."* Edward  Greif 

*"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Dismiss  Settos  Suit 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Oct.  8. — A  dis- missal order  was  filed  in  Circuit 
Court  here  today  in  the  action  of 
William  Rosenthal,  one  of  three  part- 

ners in  the  Settos  Circuit,  seeking  to 
dissolve  the  partnership  and  asking 
appointment  of  a  receiver  for  the  cir- 

cuit. The  other  two  partners  are 
George  Settos  and  Frank  M.  Krapp. 

MPTO  Delays  Meeting 

New  Haven,  Oct.  8. — The  Connec- 
ticut M.  P.  T.  O.  has  postponed  its 

regular  luncheon-meeting  from  Oct. 
21  to  Oct.  28,  at  Ceriani's,  with  Arthur H.  Lockwood  presiding. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

and  Joseph  H.  Hazen  and  Robert  W. 
Perkins,  Warners. 
Arrangements  for  dismissing  the 

consenting  companies  from  the  Gov- 
ernment's anti-trust  suits  pending  in 

Buffalo,  Nashville  and  Oklahoma  City 

were  believed  advanced  during  yester- 
day's meeting  with  the  Department  of 

J  ustice. Also,  either  the  dismissal  of 
the  Balaban  &  Katz  and  Fox 
West  Coast  consent  decrees  or 
their  revision  to  conform  with 
the  New  York  suit  decree  were 
discussed. 

A  tentative  agreement  to  revise  the 
B.  &  K.  decree  to  conform  with  the 
New  York  decree  was  reached  by 
Paramount  and  the  Government  about 

10  days  ago  but  Paramount  has  con- 
tinued to  urge  the  dismissal  of  the 

Chicago  decree  on  the  ground  that, 
with  two  decrees  in  effect,  there  would 
be  some  danger  that  B.  &  K.  or  dis- 

tributors might  find  themselves  in  con- 
tempt of  one  decree  as  a  result  of  hav- 

ing complied  with  the  terms  of  the other. 

Paramount  also  contends  that  the 
Government  contempt  actions  against 
B.  &  K.  and  Barney  Balaban  for  vio- 

lation of  the  Chicago  decree  should  be 
dismissed.  A  hearing  on  those  actions 
is  now  pending  in  Chicago. 

Films  Commission 

Plan  Faces  Snag 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

posal  now  has  been  referred  back  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Films 
Council  committee  with  strong  recom- 

mendations. These  in  effect  ask  that 
the  board  give  evidence  of  the  need 
and  justification  of  such  a  commis- sion as  is  contemplated,  and  suggest 
that  if  these  are  accepted  as  adequate 
the  plan  should  be  presented  to  the 
industry  itself,  and  not  to  an  inde- 

pendent body,  bound  to  silence. 
Meanwhile,  the  war  situation  ap- 

parently has  developed  as  a  major 
obstacle  to  the  formulation  of  a  Films 
Credit  Bank,  originally  planned  some 
time  ago.  The  appointment  of  a  new 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  may 
provide  an  additional  obstacle,  al- 

though the  whole  scheme  has  not 
been  abandoned  altogether.  The 
Films  Council's  annual  report  is  ex- 

pected next  week. 

Chicago  Groups  Seek 
U.  S.  Film  Ban  Lifted 

Chicago,  Oct.  8. — Groups  repre- 
senting women's  clubs  and  civic  or- ganizations under  sponsorship  of  the 

Chicago  Civil  Liberties  League  today 

viewed  "The  Fight  for  Life,"  Govern- ment-produced film,  at  a  screening, 
and  a  delegation  will  confer  with  Po- 

lice Commissioner  James  Allman  to- morrow in  an  effort  to  have  the  local 
I  censor  ban  lifted. 
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FOR  years  Pve  read  about  the 

STUDIO  that  makes  the  hits! 

UNTIL  you  see  it  with  your  own  eyes 

YOU  don't  know 

I  SAW  acres  of  activity,  factories,  mills  — 

I  SAW  power  plants,  office  buildings  — 

I  SAW  miles  of  clean,  wide  streets 

LINED  with  huge  stages  where 

DREAMS  come  true! 

I  FOUND  STABILITY!  SECURITY! 

I  surveyed  this  exciting  scene  with  the 

PRIDE  of  partnership  for  truly 

THE  solidity  of  this  Studio  is 

A  cooperative  responsibility 

BETWEEN  the  men  who  make  the  pictures  and 

WE  who  exhibit  them. 

I  WAS  at  the  preview  of 

THE  half  of  it ! 

(continued  abov 



(continued) 

"THIRD  Finger,  Left  Hand"  {Myrna  Loy>  Melvyn  Douglas) 

I  roared  with  that  howling  audience  and 

I  predict  it  will  top  "I  Love  You  Again." 

I  SAT  with  the  first  enthralled  public  to  see 

"ESCAPE"  that  great  film  from  a  great  book ! 

(Norma  Shearer  is  the  Countess,  Robert  Taylor  is  the  lover.) 

I  laughed  and  wept  at  Judy  Garland's 

"LITTLE  Nellie  Kelly"  a  darling  of  a  show. 

I  attended  the  historic  preview  of 

"THE  Philadelphia  Story,"  [a  New  Years  Gift!) 

HERE  is  box-office  entertainment  that 

SPARKLES  with  fun,  romance  and 

CAST  I  [Gary  Grant,  Katharine  Hepburn,  James  Stewart) 

I  SAW  uBitter  Sweet"  in  the  projection  room! 

SUCH  opulence  of  Technicolor  spectacle  has 

NEVER  before  graced  the  screen 

SUCH  music  {Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy)  has 

NEVER  been  heard  since  magic  sound  began! 

I'M  thrilled  to  return  to  my  theatre 

INSPIRED  by  the  infectious  pep  of  M-G-M 

BY  my  talks  with  its  down-to-earth 

PRODUCING  staff,  directors,  executives! 

BY  the  many  M-G-M  stars  and  by  the 

AMAZING  group  of  young  stars  on  the  way  UP! 

I  SAW  the  smoothest  functioning  organization 

THAT  the  amusement  world  has  ever  known, 

I'VE  just  signed  a  contract  for  1940-41 

WITH  the  one  and  only  outfit 

THE  Friendly  Company  of  M-G-M! 



CRITICS  GO 

WALTER  WINCHELL: 

"Orchids  to  Columbia's  flicker,  ANGELS  OVER 

BROADWAY. . .a  hit  by  Hecht!" 

BOSTON  GLOBE...  By  May  me  Ober  Peak:  "Wonderful  picture, 

one  of  the  most  refreshing  evenings  this  reviewer  has  ever  spent 

in  a  theatre.  Hecht's  writing,  direction  genuinely  vital.  Fairbanks 

gives  greatest  performance  of  career!" 

BALTIMORE  SUN... By  Jessie  Henderson:  "One  of  the  best  pic- 

tures I've  ever  seen  in  my  life.  An  inspiration  and  a  shot  in  the 

arm  for  the  whole  movie  business!" 

INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE...  £y 

Milt  Harker:  "Excellent... with  superb 

performances.  Smart  dialogue,  grip- 

ping suspense,  outstanding  photogra- 

phy. One  of  the  best!" 

NORTH  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPER  ALU- 

ANCE . . .  By  Sheila  Graham :  "Congra- 
tulations on  a  refreshing,  different 

movie.  Enjoyed  enormously!" 

LOS  ANGELES  TIMES ...  By  Philip  K. 

Scheuer:  "Imaginative.  Cast  all  swell. 

Mitchell  got  the  hand  deservedly!" 

LOS  ANGELES  NEWS.. .By  Virginia 

Wright:  "Vivid  melodrama.  Full  of 

lively  wit,  suspense!" 

SCREEN  &  RADIO  WEEKLY... By  Grace 

Wilcox:  "Swell  picture,  superlative 

acting!" GEORGE  FISHERf  radio  commentator: 

"ANGELS  OVER  BROADWAY  be- 

longs on  must  see  list!" 

SHOWMEN'S  TRADE  REVIEW. . .  By 

Harry  Mills:  "ANGELS  OVER 

BROADWAY  is  a  distinct  triumph!" 



OVERBOARD! 

LOS  ANGELES  EXAMINER  ...By  Dorothy  Manners:  "Hecht  at  his 

melodramatic  best.  Mitchell  marvelous.  Best  thing  Fairbanks  has 
[  V'' 

done.  Hayworth  lovely.  Want  to  say  emphatically  that  ANGELS 

OVER  BROADWAY  is  one  whale  of  a  picture!" 

ST.  LOUIS  GLOBE-DEMOCRAT... By  Monroe  Lathrop:  "Master- 

piece. Held  this  reviewer  spellbound.  Hecht's  directing,  writing, 

seldom  equalled  on  the  screen!" 

ASSOCIATED  PRESS . . .  By  Ted  Gill:  "Most  refreshing  movie  seen 

in  long  time.  Beautiful  performance  by  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr., 

Hayworth,  Mitchell,  Qualen.  Hecht  at  best.  An  absolutely  MUST 

SEE  picture!" 

BOXOFFICE ...  By  Ivan  Spear:  "Distinctly 

different,  with  praiseworthy  perform- 

ances! 

QUIGLEY  PUBLICATIONS... By  William 

Weaver:  "Perfectly  swell  piece  of  en- 
tertainment. Should  be  surefire  box- 

office!" 

JAY  EMANUEL  PUBLICATIONS. ..By 

Warren  Stokes:  "Dramatic  masterpiece 
in  celluloid.  Direction,  photography 

tops.  Most  brilliant  dialogue  ever  re- 

corded. Academy  calibre  performance 

by  Mitchell!" 

LOS  ANGELES  TIMES...By  Hedda  Hop- 

per; "One  of  the  most  human  stories 
that  ever  found  its  way  to  films.  You 

won't  want  to  miss  ANGELS  OVER 

BROADWAY!" 

FAWCETT  PUBLICATIONS...By  Duncan 

Underhill:  "It's  arresting... terrific!" 

BELL  SYNDICATE...By  Bernard  Thomp- 

son: "Whale  of  a  good  picture!" 

PICTURE  PLAY.. .By  Ted  Magee:  "Ful- 

fills every  advance  promise!"  & 

mi. 
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NBC  Makes 

Several  New 

Major  Shifts 

Frank  E.  Mason  will  remain  with 
NBC  as  vice-president  in  charge  of 
the  information  department,  although 
he  will  be  relieved  from  his  super- 

vision of  the  international  short  wave 
division,  Niles  Trammell,  president, 
disclosed  yesterday. 

Several  Changes 

Several  executive  shifts  _  were  also 
announced  yesterday  following  the  dis- 

closure late  last  week  that  John  F. 
Royal,  vice-president  formerly  in 
charge  of  programs  would  assume 
charge  of  short  wave,  television,  fre- 

quency modulation  and  facsimile. 
Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  executive  in 

charge  of  short  wave  sales,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  post  of  manager  of 
the  international  short  wave  depart- 
ment. 

Sidney  N.  Strotz,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  the  central  division  will 
succeed  Royal  as  vice-president  in 
charge  of  programs  on  Oct.  15.  Harry 
C.  Kopf,  sales  manager  in  Chicago, 
will  succeed  Strotz. 

Morgan  Handles  Promotion 
Clayland  Morgan,  now  assistant  to 

the  president  and  in  charge  of  public 
relations,  has  been  made  director  of 
institutional  promotion. 

All  vice-presidents  will  be  required 
to  report  to  Frank  Mullen,  vice-presi- 

dent and  general  manager,  while  all 
short  wave,  television,  frequency  mod- 

ulation and  facsimile  heads  will  be  re- 
sponsible to  Royal. 

Foreign  Air  Shows 

To  Be  Investigated 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

nouncers  departed  from  prepared 
scripts  to  inject  propaganda,  it  was 
charged,  and  few  stations  kept  check  to 
see  if  announcers  or  performers  varied 
from  the  script. 
More  recently,  however,  many  sta- 

tions have  resorted  to  unscheduled  off- 
the-air  recordings  when  listener  com- 

plaints indicated  that  there  might  be 
an  effort  to  inject  propaganda. 

Stations  in  New  York  which  use  for- 
eign language  broadcasts  include 

WEVD,  WOV,  WBNX,  WHOM, 
WVFW,  WARD,  WWRL  and 
WBBC. 

Hockey  Games  on  WHN 
WHN  will  broadcast  all  home 

hockey  games  of  the  Rangers  and 
Americans  for  the  second  year,  under 
the  terms  of  contracts  which  will  be 
signed  tomorrow  evening.  Pabst  Blue 
Ribbon  beer  will  sponsor.  Gillette 
Safety  Razor  Co.  sponsored  the  show 
last  year.  Bert  Lee  and  Dick  Fishell 
will  handle  the  play-by-play  and  color. 

Form  Bowling  League 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Oct.  8— Em- 

ployes of  Comerford  Theatres  in  this 
city  have  organized  a  bowling  league. 
Teams  and  managers  are :  Capitol, 
Fred  Lee ;  Comerford,  William  Tos- 
lin ;  Penn,  James  McHugh ;  Irving, 
John  Dermody ;  Orpheum,  Leo  Hill ; 
Hart-Shawnee,  William  Keating. 

Refugee  Children 
To  Talk  to  Parents 

Refugee  children  will  be 
able  to  speak  to  their  parents 
in  Europe  every  two  weeks 
through  NBC,  A.  A.  Schecter, 
special  events  director,  an- 

nounced yesterday.  Two-way 
conversations  will  be  broad- 

cast over  "Newsroom  of  the 
Air"  on  the  Red  network, 
which  is  heard  Mondays 
through  Saturdays  at  7:15 P.M. 

Miller  to  Discuss 

Ascap-BMI  Dispute 
Washington,  Oct.  8. — Officials  of 

NAB  today  were  considering  a  sug- 
gestion by  Fred  Waring  that  a  con- 
ference between  NAB  officials  and  his 

band  leaders'  group  be  held  to  work 
out  a  settlement  of  the  ASCAP-BMI 
dispute.  It  was  indicated  that  the  mu- 

sicians' proposal  would  be  accepted. Neville  Miller,  NAB  president,  said, 
however,  that  before  responding  to 
Waring' s  letter,  he  would  have  to  con- fer with  other  officials. 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  8. — C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg  has  been  elected  chief  barker 
of  the  local  Variety  Club.  Burtus 
Bishop,  Jr.,  has  been  elected  first  as- 

sistant; Michael  N.  Shapiro,  second 
assistant ;  Mort  England,  treasurer ; 
Al  Weiblinger,  secretary.  Directors 
are:  James  G.  Balmer,  I.  Elmer  Eck- 
er,  M.  J.  Gallagher,  Brian  McDon- 

ald, M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Tony  Stern. 
National  delegates  are  Harry  Thomas 
and  James  Totman. 

Plan  12th  Annual  Banquet 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  8. — Committee 

chairmen  for  the  local  Variety  Club's 12th  annual  banquet,  to  be  held  Oct. 
20  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel,  were 
announced  by  General  Chairman  John 
H.  Harris,  and  Assistant  Chairmen 
James  G.  Balmer  and  Harry  Kalmine. 
They  are  Burtus  Bishop,  Jr.,  Harry 
Feinstein,  Herbert  A.  May,  Harold  C. 
Lund,  Rosey  Rowswell,  Elmer  Ecker, 

Buys  Pacific  Coast  Theatre 
El  Monte,  Cal.,  Oct.  8.— The  Val- 

ley Theatre,  formerly  known  as  the 
Rialto,  has  been  purchased  by  James 
Edwards. 

Reopens  California  House 
Arbuckle,  Cal.,  Oct.  8. — Don  L. 

Buckman,  who  recently  purchased  the 
Arbuckle  Theatre,  has  reopened  the 
house  after  redecoration. 

Rebuild  Burned  House 

Fallon,  Nev.,  Oct.  8. — -Reconstruc- 
tion has  begun  on  the  Fallon  Theatre, 

owned  by  Walter  Hull,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  recently. 

Bright  Assistant  in  Bronx 
Jack  Bright  has  been  appointed  as- 

sistant manager  of  Leff's  Freeman Theatre,  Bronx. 

Equity  Drops  Dues 
From  Drafted  Men 

National  defense  measures  and  the 
political  campaign  dominated  a  meet- 

ing of  Actors  Equity  council  yester- day. 

After  ruling  that  all  Equity  and 
Chorus  Equity  members  would  be  ex- 

cused from  the  payment  of  dues  dur- 
ing the  period  spent  in  the  armed 

forces,  the  council  appointed  Maida 
Reads  to  discuss  the  entertainment 
policy  for  camps  and  cantonments 
with  the  War  Department.  Equity 
wishes  to  have  its  own  members  used 
for  such  entertainments  and  the  coun- 

cil cited  its  successful  record  in  the 
CCC  camps. 

The  council  clarified  the  recent  The- 
atre Authority  ruling  which  held  that 

all  performers  must  be  paid  for  ap- 
pearances at  political  rallies  by  stating 

that  this  ruling  applied  only  to  dra- 
matic performances.  In  the  case  of 

personal  appearances  or  speeches  in 
an  individual  capacity,  no  payment 
need  be  made.  The  council  also  dis- 

avowed support  of  Morris  Watson, 
American  Labor  Party  Congressional 
candidate,  who  is  campaigning  on  a 
pledge  for  a  national  theatre.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  Equity  never  en- dorses candidates. 

Larry  Katz,  Ben  Brown,  Frank  J. 
Harris,  Harry  Kramer,  M.  J.  Galla- 

gher, George  D.  Tyson,  James  Tot- 
man, Ira  Cohn,  C.  C.  Kellenberg, 

Arthur  Levy,  William  Stitler,  Wil- liam Zeilor,  John  O.  Hooley,  Ray 
Downey,  Red  Cowell,  J.  T.  McGree- 
vey,  Al  Kerkhan,  Brian  McDonald, 
F.  R.  Pinner,  Harry  Kalmine,  and 
William  Gardner. 

Speakers  at  the  banquet  will  be 
James  Roosevelt,  Charles  Laughton, 
Senator  James  of  Pennsylvania,  James 
Crowley,  Fordham  coach ;  Texas  At- 

torney General  William  McGraw, 
Mayor  Cornelius  Scully.  Ozzie  Nel- 

son, Harriet  Hilliard  and  a  radio 
show  will  contribute  to  the  enter- 
tainment. 
The  banquet  price  will  be  $10 

plus  $1  tax.  As  in  former  years,  na- 
tionally prominent  personalities  from 

the  fields  of  entertainment,  politics, 
and  business  will  headline  the  pro- 

gram. 

Cincinnati  Suburban  Opened 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  8.  —  The  Rose- 
lawn,  suburban  house,  has  been 
opened  by  Maurice  Chase. 

Sparrow  to  Springfield 
Springfield,  Mass.,  Oct.  8. — Boyd 

Sparrow,  formerly  of  Loew's,  Wil- mington, has  been  appointed  assistant  at 
the  Poli  here,  succeeding  John  Wolf- 
berg,  resigned. 

Resort  House  Is  Closed 
Following  Summer  operation,  the 

Boardwalk,  Arverne,  L.  I.,  has  closed 
for  the  Winter. 

Redecorate  Warner  House 
South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Oct.  8. — 

Warner's  Rialto  will  be  redecorated 
and  recarpeted. 

Baker  Visions 

FM  as  Newest 

Video  Problem 

Frequency  modulation  transmission 
for  television  has  entered  into  the  con- 

sideration of  standards,  Dr.  W.  R.  G. 
Baker,  head  of  the  National  Television 
Systems  Committee,  reported  to  the 
Radio  Manufacturers  Association  at 
the  Hotel  Roosevelt  yesterday,  and 
may  cause  a  delay  in  the  adoption  of 
standards  by  the  industry.  However, 
the  NTSC  is  still  hopeful  of  meeting 
the  Jan.  1  deadline,  he  said. 

Color  a  'Minor'  Factor 
Color  television  is  only  a  minor  fac- 

tor as  compared  with  FM  television, 
as  far  as  standards  are  concerned,  ac- 

cording to  Baker.  He  emphasized  that 
this  was  his  personal  opinion. 

There  is  little  hope  for  unanimous 
consent  on  the  major  phases  of  stand- 

ards, Baker  disclosed,  but  he  believes 
that  agreement  will  be  so  substantial 
as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  that  the 
bulk  of  the  industry  is  behind  any 
standards  ultimately  adopted. 

See  Color  Television 

RMA  members  witnessed  a  dem- 
onstration of  color  television  at  CBS 

studios  yesterday  in  the  company  of 
FCC  Chairman  James  L.  Fly  who 
later  was  their  guest  at  an  informal dinner. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  17th  annual 
RMA  convention  and  trade  show  at 
Stevens  Hotel,  Chicago,  June  10-11. 
A  committee  will  be  appointed  to 

draft  standards  for  advertising  copy  to 
be  used  by  RMA  members.  Committees 
will  also  be  appointed  for  cooperation 
on  the  national  defense  program. 

Survey  Backs  Radio 
Ban  on  Communists 
Results  of  a  Gallup  Poll  disclosed 

yesterday  show  that  a  majority  of 
Americans  are  against  allowing  Com- 

munist party  candidates  the  same 
amount  of  time  on  the  radio  as  candi- 

dates of  other  parties.  Seventy-one 
per  cent  of  the  responses  given  were 
against  this.  Also,  63  per  cent  of 
those  questioned  believed  that  Com- 

munists should  be  allowed  no  time  at 
all. 

Heads  Seattle  Union 

Seattle,  Oct.  8.  —  Frank  McCor- 
mick,  former  assistant  manager  of 
Hamrick-Evergreen's  Coliseum,  has 
been  appointed  business  agent  of  the 
Seattle  theatre  employes'  union.  He 
succeeds  Lawrence  Wicklund,  who  re- 

signed recently  to  become  assistant  to 
the  manager  of  the  city  auditorium. 

Altshuler  to  K.C. 

Kansas  Cty,  Oct.  8. — Irving  Alt- 
shuler, auditor  at  the  home  office  of 

Columbia,  has  arrived  here  to  replace 
Zack  Beiser,  office  manager.  Beiser, 
lieutenant  in  the  110th  Engineers,  has 
been  called  for  a  year's  duty. 

Italian  Film  Opens 

The  Italian  film,  "Carnival  of  Ven- 
ice," will  open  tomorrow  at  the  Cine- 

citta  Theatre.  Distribution  will  be 
handled  bv  Esperia  Film  Distributing 
Co. 

Kellenberg  Heads  Pittsburgh  Club 

Theatre  Changes 
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AGVA  Pact 

Provides  for 

Wage  Raises 

Chorus  Members  Will  Get 

$7.50410  More  a  Week 

Under  final  terms  of  a  contract  cov- 
ering vaudeville  and  stage  presentation 

performers  in  New  York  City  and 
vicinity  agreed  upon  yesterday  at  a 
meeting  of  circuit  heads  with  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists, 
chorus  members  will  receive  increases 
of  upwards  of  $7.50  weekly  for  the 
first  year  and  $10  weekly  thereafter. 
The  contract  provides  for  chorus 
members  to  receive  $37.50  weekly  for 
one  year  and  $40  beginning  the  second 
year. 

Principals  and  specialty  per- 
formers are  to  receive  $60 

weekly;  assistant  to  principals 
and  vocalists  with  bands,  $50; 
and  supernumeraries,  $30.  The 
contract  may  be  signed  Friday  or 
early  next  week  and  will  go  into 
effect  at  once.  It  will  remain 
in  force  until  Sept.  30,  1943,  and 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Whitney  and  Young 

Head  Defense  Unit 

Washington,  Oct.  9. — James  W. 
Young,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 

eign and  Domestic  Commerce,  today 
was  appointed  by  Nelson  A.  Rocke- 

feller, coordinator  of  commercial  and 
cultural  relations  between  the  Ameri- 

can Republics,  as  director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Communications  with  super- 

vision of  the  motion  picture,  radio  and 
press  programs  of  that  branch  of  the 
National  Defnse  Council. 
John  Hay  Whitney  •  will  assist 

Young  as  director  of  the  Division  of 
Motion  Pictures. 
The  appointments  were  made  as 

plans  progressed  for  the  development 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

18  Recruits  Sworn 

In  at  Buffalo  House 

Buffalo,  Oct.  9.— Eighteen 
rookies  for  the  U.  S.  Army 
were  sworn  into  service  to- 

night on  the  stage  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Theatre. 
Among  them  was  William  J. 

D.  Dipson,  24,  son  of  Nikitas 
D.  Dipson,  Batavia  and  Buf- 

falo circuit  head.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Quartermaster  Corps 
and  is  being  sent  to  Mitchell 
Field,  L.  I. 

Last  week  the  elder  Dipson 
was  named  to  the  Genesee 
County  draft  board. 

Stations  Ban 

Publicity  on 

Fascist  Films 

U.A.  JOINS  AGAINST 

CONSENT  DECREE 

Pact  Protest 

In  Cleveland 

Some  Book  'Police' 
At  Higher  Scales 

Following  the  opening  of  "North 
West  Mounted  Police,"  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille-Paramount  film,  in  Chicago  Oct. 
24,  Midwest  exhibitors  have  booked 
the  picture,  several  at  increased  ad- 
missions. 
Fox  Wisconsin  will  play  the  film  at 

the  Palace  and  Wisconsin  theatres, 
Milwaukee,  starting  Oct.  25,  at  65 
cents  top.    The  Great  States  Circuit 

(.Continued  on  page  5) 

Foreign  language  radio  stations  have 
ceased  giving  publicity  to  German  or 
Italian  motion  pictures  as  part  of  the 
program  to  stop  subversive  propaganda, 
according  to  Joseph  Lang,  WHOM 
general  manager,  who  heads  the  in- 

dustry committee  of  foreign  language 
stations. 
The  reason  for  the  refusal  to  give 

further  publicity  to  such  films,  accord- 
ing to  Lang,  is  that  they  are  frequently 

disguised  propaganda  efforts.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  film  itself  may  be 
entirely  free  from  Nazi  or  Fascist 
doctrines  but  the  theatre  may  be  show- 

ing another  feature  or  newsreel  which 
contains  propaganda. 
The  committee  was  formed  last 

August  by  the  National  Association 
of    Broadcasters   and   includes  non- 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Cleveland,  Oct.  9.— Independent  ex- 
hibitors of  Cleveland  representing  57 

theatres  today  sent  a  petition  to  At- 
torney General  Robert  Jackson  and 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  protesting  the  block-of-five clause  in  the  proposed  consent  decree 
and  asking  for  a  20  per  cent  cancella- tion instead. 

The  petition  read  in  part:  "Adop- tion of  the  five-picture  clause  will 
cause  inestimable  chaos  and  multiply 
manifold  the  disadvantages  under 
which  independent  theatre  owners 
operate  their  theatres,  and  will  not 
only  increase  film  rentals  but  prevent 
elimination  of  undesirable  pictures. 

"The  undersigned  independent  thea- 
tres of  Cleveland  therefore  protest  the 

inclusion  of  the  foregoing  provision 
in  the  decree  and  urgently  recommend 
that  the  decree  provide  for  a  clear-cut, 
sincere,  honest  20  per  cent  cancellation 
clause  applicable  to  all  groups  of  pic- 

tures leased." Those  signing  were  Community 
Circuit,  10  theatres ;  Associated  Cir- 

cuit, 10  theatres ;  Gusdanovic  Circuit, 
four ;  Scoville,  Essick,  Reif  Circuit, 
seven ;  Abe  Kramer,  four ;  S.  H. 
Stecker,  eight ;  Charles  Gottlob,  three ; 
Ernest  Schwartz,  three ;  John  Urban- 
sky,  two ;  Frank  Porozynski,  two ; 
Henry  Glaab,  two,  and  Oscar  Stotter. two. 

U.S.  Will  Aid  British  Films 

If  Currency  Is  Adjusted 

London,  Oct.  9. — American  major 
companies  here  are  willing  to  continue 
in  their  efforts  to  help  maintain  Brit- 

ish production  provisional  upon  a  re- 
ciprocal adjustment  of  the  existing 

monetary  exchange  regulations. 
The  current  agreement  on  currency 

exchange  will  expire  on  Oct.  31,  and 
negotiations  have  been  in  progress 
concerning  the  terms  of  a  renewal 
agreement. 

Fayette  Allport,  London  representa- 
tive of  the  M.P.P.D.A.,  and  represen- 

tatives of  seven  major  companies  held 

an  informal  luncheon  and  discussion 
today  with  three  leading  members  of 
the  Film  Department  of  the  British 
Board  of  Trade. 
Current  difficulties  in  the  making 

and  marketing  of  major  English  films 
were  discussed,  with  the  Board  ex- 

pressing sympathy  for  the  company's situation  and  suggesting  means  of 
overcoming  the  obstacles.  They  prom- 

ised to  do  all  they  could  to  facilitate 
production.  It  is  understood  the  chief 
difficulties  are  limited  studio  space 
available  and  casting  problems,  as  well 
as  increasing  production  expense. 

Considers  Court  Action 

With  Columbia  and  'U'; U.  S.  Sees  Delay 

United  Artists  lawyers  yesterday 

joined  attorneys  for  Columbia  and 
Universal  to  further  consider  the 

possibility  of  their  taking  legal  ac- 
tion to  oppose  the  proposed  consent 

decree  in  the  Federal  Court.  No 
decisive  action  resulted  from  the 
meeting,  however,  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  decree  is  not  yet  in 
final  form.  The  possibility  also 
exists  of  similar  action  in  opposi- 

tion to  the  decree  from  Para- 
mount theatre  associates. 

Meantime,  Government  attor- 
neys yesterday  confirmed  the 

belief  that  there  is  no  possibil- 
ity of  the  decree  being 

presented  to  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  at  the  hear- 

ing scheduled  for  next  Tuesday. 
In  fact,  it  was  said,  the  decree 
may  not  be  ready  for  the  court 
"for  several  weeks." 
No  unanimity  of  views  exists  among 

the  three  non-consenting  companies  as 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

New  Haven  Houses 

Raise  Admissions 

New  Haven,  Oct.  9. — Six  neigh- borhood houses  will  raise  their  top 
e\  ening  admissions  from  25  cents  plus 
tax,  to  27  cents  plus  tax,  or  30  cents 
total,  beginning  Sunday.  These  in- clude the  Fishman  Dixwell  Playhouse, 

Howard,  and  Lawrence,  Bailey  Bros.' Whalley  and  Whitney,  and  Strand  in 
Hamden,  operated  by  Adolph  Johnson 
and  A.  Robbins.  Prices  have  been  25 
cents  top  since  1932.  Other  houses  may 
follow.  Eight  neighborhood  houses  re- 

main at  the  20-cent  level. 

New  Rules  Adopted 

For  D.  C.  Operators 

Washington,  Oct.  9.— Regu- 
lations governing  motion  pic- ture operators,  calling  for  a 

technical  examination  or  oth- 
er proof  of  their  qualifica- tions and  an  annual  license 

fee  of  $10,  have  been  adopted 
by  the  District  of  Columbia 
Commissioners,  to  become  ef- fective Nov.  1. 
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To  Honor  Walker 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Oct.  9.— 
Lackawanna  County  Demo- 

crats have  completed  plans 
for  a  testimonial  dinner  for 
Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 
Walker.  No  date  or  place  has 
been  set.  It  is  planned  to 
have  former  Postmaster  Gen- 

eral James  A.  Farley  and 
Democratic  National  Chair- 

man Edward  J.  Flynn  as 
guest  speakers. 

Discuss  Sabotage 

At  Dinner  on  Coast 
Hollywood,  Oct.  9.— Representa- 

tives of  300  educational,  religious, 
veterans'  and  patriotic  organizations 
will  meet  tomorrow  night  at  a  dinner 
at  which,  it  is  announced,  "moves  of 
un-American  interests  to  sabotage  na- 

tional defense  on  the  West  Coast"  will 
be  "exposed." 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Gold- 
wyn  Studios,  with  Dr.  John  R.  Lech- 
ner,  C.  B.  DeMille  and  Joseph  Scott 
as  chief  speakers.  Edward  Arnold  will 
be  master  of  ceremonies  and  Reginald 
Denny  will  be  program  chairman. 
Lechner  is  executive  director  of  the 
American  Education  League  and  sec- 

retary of  the  public  relations  committ- 
tee  of  the  American  Legion  Depart- 

ment of  California. 

Roosevelt  to  Keep 

Up  His  Production 
Hollywood,  Oct.  9. — James  Roose 

velt,  who  is  expected  to  be  mustered 
into  service  for  active  duty  about 
Nov.  1,  will  continue  his  production 
activities,  it  was  said  here  today 
Roosevelt  is  a  Captain  in  the  22nd 
Battalion  of  the  Organized  Marine 
Corps  Reserve  in  the  Los  Angeles 
district. 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  director,  who  is  a 

major  in  the  Marine  Reserve,  has  re 
ceived  "standby"  orders. 

Associates  to  Weigh 
Club  Affiliation 

The  affiliation  of  the  Motion  Pic 
ture    Associates    with    the  National 
Variety  Clubs  as  a  New  York  unit 
will  be  discussed  today  by  the  execu 
tive  board  of  the  Associates  at  a  meet 

ing  at  Bob  Bartti's  Restaurant.  The 
discussion  was  originally  set  for  yes- 

terday but  was  postponed. 
A  membership  meeting  of  the  Asso- 

ciates has  been  scheduled  for  Oct.  18 
at  Toots  Shor's. 

Personal  Mention 

MORT  BLUM  EN  STOCK,  head 
of  Warner  advertising  and  pub- 
licity in  the  East,  left  yesterday  on  a 

vacation. • 

Edward  Alperson,  theatre  operator 
in  the  Midwest,  is  in  town. • 

George  Vernon  Lynch,  head  film 
buyer  for  the  Schine  circuit  was  mar- ried at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  recently  to 
Marion  Kearney,  daughter  of  Major 
General  and  Mrs.  Bernard  J.  Kear- 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  exchange 
manager  in  New  Haven,  is  ill  at  Grace 
Hospital,  New  Haven. • 

Harry  L.  Gold,  Charles  Stern, 
Harry  Kosiner,  Lester  Santley, 
Maurice  Bergman,  Lou  Pollock, 
Hank  Linet,  Moe  Streimer  and 
Sam  Citron  at  the  Tavern  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

Floyd  R.  Puffer,  operator  of  the 
Cresco  Theatre,  Cresco,  la.,  who  re- 

cently sold  the  house,  has  left  for  a 
visit  to  the  East  with  Mrs.  Puffer. • 

Richard    Edge,    manager    of  the 
Lyric,  Chester  Pa.,  is  expected  back 
this  week  from  a  California  vacation. • 

James  J.  Smith  of  20th  Century- 
Fox  has  been  elected  executive  secre- 

tary of  the  New  Jersey  League  of 
Municipalities. 

Bids  for  'Dictator' 
Philadelphia  Run 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  9. — The  man- 
agement of  the  Erlanger  here,  legit- 

timate  theatre  now  dark,  which  has 
roadshown  pictures  in  the  past,  is 
bidding  for  the  local  run  of  "The 
Great  Dictator." 

'Zorro'  in  Cincinnati 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  hold 

the  world  premiere  of  "The  Mark  of 
Zorro"  at  the  Albee  and  Shubert  in 
Cincinnati  Nov.  1.  Tyrone  Power, 
star  of  the  film,  whose  home  town  is 
Cincinnati,  will  make  a  personal  ap- 
pearance. 

LOUIS     PHILLIPS,  Paramount home  office  attorney,  will  leave 
for  Racine,  Wis.,  tomorrow. • 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Stanton 

Griffis,  Wally  House,  Sam  Shain, 
Eddie  Grainger,  Robert  Weitman, 
Herman  Robbins,  Joseph  Burstyn, 
Louis  Dreyfus  and  Tom  Connors 

having  lunch  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room in  the  Astor  yesterday. • 
Si  Fabian,  Milton  Kusell,  Jacob 

Wilk,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Tom 
Fizdale,  Sidney  Phillips,  Arthur 
Krim,  Dave  Blum,  Leo  Reisman, 
Sidney  Kingsley,  Guy  Bolton,  Ben 
Boyar  and  Donald  Gibbs  at  Sardi's 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Abe  Montague,  Sol  Edwards,  Ed 
Wolfe  and  Rube  Jackter  lunching 

yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the 
Rivoli). 

• 

James  Mulvey,  Joseph  Mosko- 
witz,  Joseph  Pincus  and  J.  J.  Mil- 
stein  lunching  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.) 
yesterday. • 

Evan  Jacobs,  head  booker  at  the 
20th  Century-Fox  Des  Moines  ex- 

change, is  the  father  of  a  son,  born Tuesday. 

George  Campbell,  assistant  booker 
at  the  Paramount  Des  Moines  ex- 

change, has  returned  to  work  after  a 
six  weeks'  illness. 

Paramount  Partners 

Are  Conferring  Here 
Paramount  theatre  partners,  includ- 

ing E.  J.  Sparks  of  Florida,  Robert 
Wilby  of  North  Carolina,  Fred  Kent, 
attorney  for  Sparks,  and  Adam  Adams 
of  New  Jersey,  are  in  New  York  on 
business. 

Harry  David  of  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Hunter  Perry  of  Virginia,  also  Para- 

mount theatre  associates,  left  yester- 
day following  conferences  at  the  home office. 

Foreign  Press  at 
'Police'  Screening 

A  foreign  press  preview  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille's  Paramount  film,  "North 
West  Mounted  Police,"  was  held  last 
night  at  the  Canadian  Pavilion  at  the 
World's  Fair.  More  than  40  repre- 

sentatives of  overseas  publications  at- 
tended. Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of 

the  Paramount  executive  committee, 
and  John  W.  Hicks,  Jr.,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  the  foreign  department, 
were  present. 

Program  Set  for  SMPE  Convention 

Several  hundred  technical  men  in 
the  film  industry  from  all  sections  of 
the  country  will  gather  in  Hollywood 
for  the  Fall  convention  of  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Engineers,  Oct.  21 
to  25,  inclusive,  at  the  Roosevelt 
Hotel. 

Recording  and  reproducing  prob- 
lems and  related  subjects  such  as  tele- 

vision will  feature  the  five-day  con- 
vention. The  1940  Progress  Medal 

and  the  Journal  Award  will  be  made 
at  the  4th  semi-annual  banquet  on  Oct. 
23.  The  Progress  Medal  is  given  for 
the  year's  outstanding  contribution  to screen  technology,  and  the  Journal 
Award  is  made  for  the  best  paper  pub- 

lished in  the  SMPE  Journal  during 
the  year. 

First  order  of  convention  business 
will  be  the  election  of  officers.  The 
terms  of  E.  A.  Willifordi  president ; 
N.  Levinson,  executive  vice-president ; 
J.  I.  Crabtree,  editorial  vice-president ; 
W.  C.  Kunzman,  convention  vice- 
president  ;  J.  Frank,  secretary,  and 
R.  O.  Strock,  treasurer,  expire  Dec. 
31.  With  the  exception  of  the  secre- 

tary and  treasurer,  who  serve  one 
year,  all  the  officers  have  served  two- 

year  terms  of  office  to  date. 
Nine  convention  committees  have 

completed  arrangements  under  the  di- rection of  Williford  and  Kunzman. 

A  program  for  delegates'  wives  has 
been  arranged  by  a  20-woman  commit- 

tee headed  by  Mrs.  L.  L.  Ryder. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th  Century- 

Fox  producer  and  chairman  of  the 
Research  Council  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences, 
will  address  the  informal  get-together luncheon  on  the  opening  day. 

The  eleven  technical  sessions  of  the 
convention  will  include  the  presenta- 

tion and  discussion  of  nearly  50  papers 
by  leading  technical  experts  of  the 
industry's  laboratories,  studios  and 
equipment  manufacturing  organiza- 

tions. Studio  visits  are  planned.  An 
exhibit  will  feature  new  screen  equip- 
ments. 

Dickinson  to  Meeting 
Arthur  S.  Dickinson,  director  of  the 

conservation  department  of  the  M.P. 
P.D.A.,  leaves  tomorrow  for  the 
S.M.P.E.  meeting.  He  will  visit  ex- 

changes en  route  and  is  due  back 
Nov.  9. 

No  Bombing 
Chicago,  Oct.  9. 

HT  HE  placing  of  ads  in  local ■*■  newspapers  by  Tom  Gor- 
man, RKO  Theatres  district 

manager,  stating  that  "Posi- tively No  Bombing  Or  War 
Pictures  This  Week"  are  be- ing shown  at  the  Palace  and 
calling  it  "An  All-Laugh 
Show,"  was  responsible  for 
one  of  the  biggest  weeks  this 
theatre  has  had  since  vaude- 

ville was  dropped. 

George  Jessel  Party 

At  'Toots'  Shor's About  100  persons  attended  a  party 
at  Toots  Shor's  restaurant  yesterday 
for  George  Jessel  and  the  members  of 
his  company  which  opens  today  at 
Loew's  State  on  a  bill  with  "Argen- 

tine Nights,"  first  run  Universal  film. 
Among  those  present  were  Oscar  A. 

Doob,  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Ernest  Emer- 
ling,  Ray  Bell,  Sam  Shain,  Tom  Rog- 

ers, Al  Rosen,  James  Wallington, 
Irene  Thirer,  Wanda  Hale,  Dorothy 
Masters,  Cecelia  Ager,  Ed  Le\iin, 
William  Boehnel,  Jerry  Cohen,  Harry 
Herschfield,  Tom  Pryor,  Bosley  Crow- 
ther,  Ted  Straus,  Abel  Green,  Bob 
Considine,  Gertrude  Merriam,  Nick 
Kenny,  Phil  Regan,  Rose  Levitan. 

Also  present  were  Jessel  and  his 
company  of  seven  startlets,  including 
Jean  Parker,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Isabel 
Jewell,  Lya  Lys,  Steffi  Duna,  Betty! 
Jane  Cooper  and  Jean  Gary. 

Personnel  Shifts 
Are  Made  by  Fay 

Providence,  Oct.  9.— Edward  M. 
Fay,  general  manager  and  treasurer  of] 
the  C.  &  F.  Theatre  Co.,  has  set  sev- 

eral changes  of  personnel  in  the  Fay 
organization  here.  Fay's  brother,  Ber- 

nard E.  Fay,  is  advanced  from  man- 
ager of  the  Majestic  to  assistant  gen- 
eral manager  and  assistant  treasurer 

of  the  company ;  Albert  J.  Clarke, 
former  manager  of  the  Carlton,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Majestic, 
and  Jack  Toohey,  former  assistant  at 
the  Majestic,  goes  to  the  Carlton  as manager. 

Coincident  with  the  changes,  Fay 
announced  that  the  Majestic  will  be 
given  a  new  marquee,  the  box-office 
moved  from  the  lobby  to  the  sidewalk, 
and  that  the  house  will  be  reseated 
and  redecorated. 
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SAIL 

ON  THE  CREST  OF 

WARNER  HITS! 

"TUGBOAT  ANNIE  SAILS  AGAIN" 

MARJ0RIE  RAMBEAU  ALAN  HALE  JANE  WYMAN-  RONALD  REAGAN 
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Parent- Teachers 
To  Censor  Films 

Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct.  9.— The 
parent-teacher  associations  in 
the  south  Jersey  communi- 

ties are  appointing  film  cen- 
sors, their  duties  being  to 

visit  all  the  houses  in  the 
area  and  select  pictures  fit 
for  the  children  to  see. 
Claiming  that  certain  pic- 

tures with  innocent  titles  are 
not  fit  to  be  seen,  the  volun- 

tary censors  have  taken  it 
upon  themselves  to  see  that 
the  Saturday  feature  is  satis- 

factory from  beginning  to 
end. 

CEA  Plans  Fight 

On  Early  Curfew 

London,    Oct.    9. — Undeterred  by 
continued   Nazi   bombing   raids,  the 
wartime  executive  board  deputized  by 
the  general  council  of  the  Cinema- 

tograph  Exhibitors   Association  met 
j.,at   Reading   today   to   discuss  trade 
;  problems  created  by  the  current  air 
:  war. 

The  most  urgent  problem  is  that  of 
widespread  early  closing  and  curfew 

'  regulations  imposed  in  various  dis- 
.  tricts.  It  was  contended  that  the  regu- 

lations are  unnecessary  and  destructive 
of  the  exhibitors'  remaining  trade  and 
contrary  to  the  Government's  desire 0  to  retain  public  morale  on  a  high 
level. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Ministry 
\  of  Home  Security  to  hear  the  ex- 
'  hibitor   views   and   the  organization 
probably  will  press  for  a  needed  uni- 

form policy  and  less  stringent  rulings. 
It  also  was  decided  to  ask  the  local 
C.E.A.  branches  to  examine  the  Sun- 

day opening  situation  and  the  Au- 
thors Association  will  ask  the  Gov- 

ernment to  facilitate  the  general  Sun- 
day opening  of  theatres. 

The  Home  Office  will  be  asked  to 
1  permit  very  early  morning  opening 
hours  for  theatres  as  an  aid  to  the 
exhibitor  in  recouping  some  of  the 
trade  lost  by  the  habit  of  the  popula- 

tion to  go  to  the  air  raid  shelters  early 
in  the  evening. 

Some  Book  'Police' 
At  Higher  Scales 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
also  plans  higher  admissions,  the  the- 

atres and  dates  to  be  decided  after  the 
Chicago  premiere. 

Fred  Dolle  will  play  the  film  at  the 
Rialto,  Louisville,  and  Circle,  Indian- 

apolis. Admission  prices  will  be  de- 
cided today.  The  picture  will  open  at 

the  Michigan,  Detroit,  Nov.  21,  with 
regular  admission  scales  planned.  The 
Butterfield  Circuit  has  not  yet  decided 
the  policy  on  the  picture  elsewhere  in 
the  state. 

Whitney  and  Young 
Join  Defense  Unit 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
of  an  organization  to  work  for  the 
improvement  of  relations  between 
Western  Hemisphere  countries. 
Rockefeller  and  his  associates  will 
work  in  cooperation  with  the  film, 
broadcasting  and  publishing  indus- 

tries toward  that  end,  but  in  no  sense 
will  attempt  to  set  up  a  policy-making- 
organization,  it  was  explained. 

A.G.V.A.  Contract  Provides 

  a- 

Wage  Raises  for  Performers 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
continue  in  effect  from  year  to 
year  thereafter  unless  either 
side  gives  30  days  notice  of  can- cellation. 

Thirty  shows  weekly  is  the  maxi- 
mum for  small  neighborhood  theatres. 

At  the  State,  Roxy,  Paramount,  Strand, 
Metropolitan,  Paradise  and  Valencia 
the  maximum  may  be  36  weekly  but 
performers  receive  $2  extra  per  show 
per  week.  In  the  event  more  than  36 
shows  are  desired,  the  performer  must 
get  an  additional  payment. 

Major  Circuits  Included 

Circuits  included  are  Loew's,  RKO, 
Fabian,  Skouras,  Warner,  Brandt, 
Paramount  and  the  Roxy.  Although 
the  contract  covers  New  York  City 
only,  it  will  be  used  as  a  model  for 
negotiating  national  agreements.  The 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  was  not  in- 

cluded in  the  negotiations. 
The  agreement  provides  for  all  per- 

formers to  be  members  of  AGVA,  but 
the  union  agrees  to  keep  its  books 
open  to  all  except  those  suspended  or 
expelled  from  the  union,  or  those 
guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  union 
member.  Existing  contracts  below  the 
standards  set  forth  must  be  brought 
up  to  the  minimums  but  those  with 
higher  terms  remain  in  effect.  Per- 

formers must  be  paid  for  public  audi- 
tions, and  cannot  be  required  to  play 

benefits  unless  cleared  by  AGVA. 
Copies  of  contracts  must  be  supplied 
to  the  union  but  the  salaries  of  prin- 

cipals need  not  be  specified. 
There  may  be  no  deductions  for 

layoffs  or  cancelled  performances. 
Where  an  act  is  booked  through  an 

independent  third  party,  such  as  agent, 
producer  or  owner  of  an  act,  such 
third  parties  must  be  franchised  by 
AGVA  and  minimums  must  be  ob- 

served. However,  the  theatre  or  cir- cuit does  not  become  liable  in  the  event 
third  parties  do  not  observe  minimums. 

The  booking  charge  of  five  per  cent 
may  be  continued  by  those  now  charg- 

ing it  but  the  charge  must  not  reduce 
the  salary  to  that  below  the  minimums fixed. 

Except  where  the  contract  provides 
a  specihed  time,  either  party  can  ter- minate a  running  contract  on  one 
week's  notice.  Wardrobes  must  be 
furnished  by  the  employer,  except  to 
principals  when  the  wardrobe  is  part 
of  the  act. 

Higher  Daily  Minimums 
Minimums  for  daily  engagements 

are  slightly  higher  than  for  weekly 
employment,  with  $11)  for  principals ; 
$8.50  for  assistants  and  vocalists ; 
$7.50  for  chorus,  and  $5  for  super- 
numeraries. 

Rehearsals  must  be  scheduled  and 
not  last  more  than  10  hours  weekly 
or  three  hours  daily.  Penalties  are 
provided  for  delays  in  rehearsals. 
Members  of  the  chorus  are  entitled  to 
one  week  off  in  each  six  weeks,  with 

pay. 
In  the  event  of  disputes,  each  side 

must  choose  an  arbitrator  and  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  will 
chose  the  third.  The  union  agrees  to 
accept  requests  for  waivers  of  condi- 

tions in  the  contract  and  to  act  upon 
them.  The  union  agrees  to  use  its 
efforts  to  have  members  abide  by  con- 

tract terms  and  reasonable  house  rules. 

Bingo  in  Cincinnati 

Showing  Increase 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  9. — "Bingo  swung into  the  Fall  season  with  an  increase 

over  the  Summer  months,"  commented Police  Chief  Eugene  T.  Weatherly  in 
his  monthly  report  to  City  Manager 
C.  O.  Sherrill,  which  showed  total 
attendance  of  267,404  at  221  licensed 
parties  in  September.  Gross  receipts 
were  reported  as  $199,503.16,  prizes, 
$46,341.38,  leaving  net  of  $153,161.78 
to  sponsoring  -organizations.  Average 
net  cost  per  player  was  57.3  cents. 

August  figures  were  218  parties  with 
attendance  of  259,456;  gross,  $194,- 
792.51;  prizes,  $46,455.02,  and  net, 
$148,337.49,  with  average  cost  per 
person,  58  cents. 

Settles  Suit  for  $2,000 
Stipulation  was  filed  yesterday  in 

the  U.  S.  District  Court  settling  for 
$2,000  the  $15,000  damage  suit  of 
Frederick  Beck  Patterson  against 
Century  Productions,  Inc.,  Empire 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  Bob-Ed  Theatres 
Corp.,  Samuel  Cummins,  Richard 
Fiedler  and  Carveth  Wells.  Patter- 

son charged  the  defendants  with  using 

part  of  the  plaintiff's  film  "Shooting 
Big  Game  in  Africa"  in  "The  Jungle 

Killer." 
'George*  Opens  Saturday 
"Let  George  Do  It,"  English  film 

produced  by  Michael  Balcon  and  re- 
leased here  by  Film  Alliance  of  the 

U.  S.,  will  open  at  the  Globe  Satur- 
day. George  Formby  is  starred. 

Kuykendall 

Hits  'Secrecy 

Albany,  Oct.  9. — Exclusion  of  ex- 
hibitors from  the  "secret  sessions"  at 

which  the  proposed  Federal  consent 

decree  was  evolved  and  the  "summary" treatment  accorded  them  at  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  Washington  hear- 

ing on  the  decree  were  severely  scored 
by  Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- dent, in  his  address  to  Eastern  New 
York  exhibitors  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Ho- tel here  today. 

The  meeting  marked  further  pene- tration of  the  M.P.T.O.A.  into  former 
Allied  territory  in  the  course  of  its 
New  York  state  unit's  organizational 
drive.  The  meeting  here  was  pre- 

ceded by  meetings  at  Syracuse  and 
Buffalo  this  week. 
Attacking  the  block-of-five  sales 

provision  and  the  handling  of  arbitra- 
tion by  outsiders  with  no  understand- 
ing of  the  business  as  "particularly 

ruinous  to  independent  exhibitors," Kuykendall  said  that  had  exhibitors 
been  as  well  organized  as  are  the  in- 

terests involved  in  the  decree  they 
might  have  successfully  opposed  those 

provisions. The  decree  stand  of  Allied  States 
was  scored  by  Kuykendall,  who  viewed 
the  rival  organization  as  giving  its 
qualified  approval  to  a  measure  which 
will  be  injurious  to  Allied  members. 
A.  C.  Hayman,  president  of  the 

Western  New  York  M.P.T.O.,  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting. 

U.A.  Joining 

In  Opposing 

U.S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

to  the  advisability  of  opposing  the  de- 
cree in  court,  it  was  learned. 

Some  of  the  attorneys  regard  the 
escape  clause  of  the  decree  as  an  effort 
to  compel  them  to  become  parties  to 
the  decree  to  the  injury  of  the  busi- 

ness interests  they  represent.  It  would 
be  on  this  ground  that  the  opposition, 
if  it  materializes,  would  be  made. 

Inasmuch  as  Columbia,  United  Art- 
ists and  Universal  are  defendants  in 

the  Government's  anti-trust  suit  they 
have  the  right  to  intervene  to  oppose 
the  decree  in  court. 

Robert  Wilby  of  the  Wilby-Kincey 
Circuit,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Para- mount theatre  associates  committee, 
and  Fred  Kent,  attorney  for  the 
Sparks  All-Florida  circuit,  came  here 
for  conferences  on  the  subject  but 
could  make  no  decision  at  this  time 
due  to  the  fact  the  decree  is  not  yet 
finally  drafted.  They  will  return  to 
their  home  cities  today  and  plan  to 
come  back  to  New  York  to  make  their 
decision  when  the  decree  has  been 
completed. 
The  principal  objection  of  the 

Paramount  theatre  associates  is  to  the 
block-of-five  provision. 

Arbitration  Work  Continues 
Negotiations  on  further  changes  of 

phraseology  in  the  decree  will  be  re- 
sumed by  attorneys  for  the  five  con- 

senting companies  and  the  Govern- ment here  today.  All  suggestions  for 
changes  in  the  draft  must  be  in  by 
tomorrow,  Government  attorneys 
stated  on  their  return  from  Washing- 

ton yesterday.  When  the  changes 
have  been  submitted  they  will  be 
given  to  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  who  will  pass  on 
their  acceptability.  Arnold  is  sched- 

uled to  return  to  Washington  tomor- 
row from  Buffalo. 

The  meeting"  today  of  the  attor- 
neys for  both  sides  is  scheduled  to 

continue  the  uncompleted  work  on  the 
rules  of  arbitration,  which  will  supple- 

ment the  decree. 
When  all  of  this  has  been  com- 

pleted, another  meeting  will  be  held 
in  Washington  for  final  conferences 
and  signing  of  the  decree. 

In  addition  to  proposals  for  further 
changes  in  the  decree  itself,  attorneys 
for  the  consenting  companies  have  re- 

quested that  changes  be  made  in  the 
standard  consent  decree  form  em- 

ployed by  the  Department  of  Justice 
in  all  decrees  in  which  it  is  a  partici- 

pant. The  film  attorneys  contend  that 
this  industry  is  different  from  all 
others  and,  therefore,  the  standard  de- 

cree language  is  not  applicable. 

Laboratory  Union  Strike 
M.  P.  Laboratory  Technicians  Union, 

Local  702,  yesterday  went  on  strike 
against  Producers  Laboratory.  The 
dispute  involves  vacations  with  pay  as 
provided  by  contract.  The  manage- 

ment contends  that  it  has  the  right  to 
designate  the  time  of  such  vacations. 

Killed  in  Air  Raid 

London,  Oct.  9. — Marguerite  Car- 
roll, sister  of  Madeleine  Carroll,  film 

star,  was  killed  when  her  home  here 
was  bombed  during  a  recent  air  raid. 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Stranger  Than  Fiction, 

No.  82" (Universal) 
An  array  of  odd  items  of  the  hobby 

and  collection  type  are  placed  on  view 
herein.  Shown  is  the  residence  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  of  John  Adams  and 
John  Quincy  Adams ;  a  collection  of 
toy  dogs ;  articles  made  of  match 
sticks ;  a  Government  rubber  experi- 

ment in  Florida ;  a  youngster  with  a 
small  tractor,  and  finally  a  dog  which 
acts  as  a  caddy.  Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Going  Places,  No.  82" 
(Universal) 

Idaho's  highly  publicized  vacation 
spot,  Sun  Valley,  is  given  thorough 
travelogue  treatment  in  this  issue  of 
the  "Going  Places"  series.  Such  sport- ing activities  as  swimming  and  ice 
skating,  fishing  and  skiing  are  seen  as 
daily  routine  at  what  is  really  a  won- 

derland of  nature.  A  good  subject  well 
filmed  makes  this  an  enjoyable  short. 
Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Acquitted  by  the  Sea" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
An  incredible  story  is  told  by  Rob- 

ert Ripley  in  the  first  of  a  planned 
"Believe  It  or  Not"  series  produced 
by  Truman  Talley.  Ripley  is  seen  in 
the  opening  sequence  only,  his  voice 
being  heard  off-screen  intermittently 
thereafter.  With  a  capable  and  com- 

paratively extensive  cast  employed, 
the  tale  concerns  a  bank  clerk  con- 

victed for  a  theft  of  which  he  was 
innocent,  and  his  vindication  years 
later  during  the  Titanic  disaster.  The 
film  is  a  skillful  dramatization  of  a 
typical  Ripley  yarn.  Running  time, 
10  mins. 

"Touchdown  Demons" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
A  football  game  between  the  cats 

and  the  mice  is  the  subject  of  this 
Terry-Toon.  The  gridiron  results  are 
fairly  obvious,  the  cats  being  in  the 
lead  until  the  hero  enters  the  game. 
Laughs  are  sporadic.  Running  time, 
7  mins. 

"Midget  Motor  Mania"  • 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

This  is  another  of  the  "Adventures 
of  a  News  Cameraman"  series,  rather 
dull  in  the  beginning  but  truly  ex- 

citing thereafter.  The  camera  views 
various  autos  in  races,  from  the  toy 
models  to  the  standard  racers.  Thrill- 

ing spills  are  numerous.  The  short 
is  a  good  addition  to  the  series.  Run- 

ning time,  8  mins. 

"Going  Places,  No.  83" (Universal) 
This  is  an  interesting  and  colorful 

tour  of  Arizona  territory  just  north 
of  Mexico.  The  city  of  Tucson  is  ex- 

plored while  also  on  view  are  a  na- 
ture class  at  work,  children  attending 

school  on  horseback  and  Indians 
working  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  A  sou- 

venir shop  below  the  border  also  is 
visited.    Running  time,  10  mins. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Dancing  On  a  Dime" 
(Paramount) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  9. — This  is  a  tuneful  little  comedy  cut  to  the  pattern 

of  what  Hollywood  has  been  hearing  is  a  somewhat  acute  public  demand 
for  films  that  amuse,  entertain  lightly  and  pass  the  time  in  pleasant 
disregard  of  the  woes  of  the  world.  It  is  enacted  by  a  cast  of  youngsters 
gifted  in  the  art  of  song,  dance  and  light  humor,  and  it  is,  in  contrast 
to  most  musicals  of  recent  manufacture,  clean  and  wholesome  in  the 
meanings  Aunt  Minnie  reads  into  those  words. 

Outstanding  personality  of  the  picture,  and  if  audience  reaction  may 
be  depended  upon  destined  to  distinguish  many  another  film,  is  Grace 

McDonald,  making  her  screen  debut  at  Broadway's  expense,  who  com- 
bines singing,  dancing  and  acting  ability  of  superior  quality  with  a  charm 

that  took  over  a  Hollywood  preview  audience  completely  and  held  it. 
Runner  up  to  Miss  McDonald  is  Peter  Hayes,  whose  impersonations  get 
round  laughs,  while  Eddie  Quillan,  Frank  Jenks  and  William  Hawley 
supply  valuable  comedy  support,  Lillian  Cornell,  Virginia  Dale  and  Carol 
Adams  rounding  out  the  list  of  principals. 

An  A.  M.  Botsford  production  directed  by  Joseph  Santley,  the  picture 
utilizes,  with  up-to-date  touches,  the  familiar  story  about  the  show  that 
can't  open  because  backing  has  been  withdrawn.  There's  a  topical  touch 
in  the  fact  that  it's  a  WPA  project  and  the  Government  does  the  with- 

drawing, but  no  political  point  is  made  of  the  circumstance. 
Highlights  of  the  picture  are  production  numbers  staged  by  LeRoy 

Prinz,  Miss  McDonald  scoring  solidly  in  these.  Three  songs  are  by 
Frank  Loesser  and  Burton  Lane,  two  by  Loesser  and  Victor  Young,  all 
of  them  potential  popular  hits. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.    "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Here  Is  Ireland" 
(Irish-American  Film) 

Pat  Stanton  traveled  Ireland  with  a  color  camera  and  emerged  with 
series  of  scenic  views  of  the  country.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  his 
equipment  could  not  do  more  justice  to  the  acknowledged  beauties  of  the 
"Emerald  Isle"  than  he  has  done  in  this  film. 

The  inadequacy  of  his  apparatus  has  resulted  in  an  inadequate  film, 
although  the  natural  beauties  of  the  countryside  and  the  cities  of  the 
nation  are  clearly  indicated.  The  weakness  of  the  color  photography 
is  likewise  unfortunate,  since  the  use  of  black  and  white  under  the  cir- 

cumstances unquestionably  would  have  been  more  effective,  except  in  a 
few  instances. 

See  in  quick  glimpses  are  De  Valera,  President  Hyde,  Cardinal  Mac- 
Rory,  Primate  of  Ireland,  and  other  notables  of  the  nation.  In  effect, 
this  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  extremely  lengthy  travelogue,  with 
Stanton  himself  providing  the  accompanying  narrative. 

Running  time,  120  minutes.  "G."* 
'G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"Bowling  for  Strikes" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
This  is  a  splendid  short  on  bowling 

with  Ed  Thorgerson  describing  the 
proceedings.  Bowling  competition  and 
exhibitions  by  youngsters  and  a  cham- 

pion are  pictured  effectively.  Trick 
shots  also  are  shown.  Running  time, 
8  mins. 

'How  Wet  Was  My  Ocean* 
(20th  Century-Fox) The  central  character  herein  is 
a  pig  who  runs  into  difficulty  while 
attempting  to  enjoy  a  swim  in  the 
ocean.  It  is  funny  in  spots.  The 
cartoon  is  in  color.  Running  time,  7 
mins. 

Oakie  Arrives  Today 

Jack  Oakie,  featured  in  "The  Great 
Dictator,"  arrives  today  aboard  the TWA  Stratoliner  from  the  Coast  to 
attend  the  film's  opening  here  next Tuesday. 

Acquires  Phila.  House 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  9.  —  Norman 

Lewis  has  taken  over  the  operation 
of  the  York,  neighborhood  house. 

Republic  Denied  Plea 
Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  yes- 

terday denied  the  application  of  Re- 
public to  dismiss  the  plagiarism  suit 

of  Marquis  James  on  the  ground  that 
the  complaint  failed  to  state  a  cause 
of  action.  The  suit  charges  plagiarism 
of  James'  biography  of  Sam  Houston, 
"The  Raven,"  in  "Man  of  Conquest." 

Host  to  National  Guard 

Reading,  Pa.,  Oct.  9.— J.  Lester 
Stallman,  manager  of  the  Astor, 
played  host  to  two  batteries  of  the 
National  Guard  preparing  to  leave 

their  home  armory  for  a  year's  train- 
ing in  Virginia.  The  guardsmen 

marched  to  the  house  in  a  body. 

Mrs.  Garcia  Killed 
Chicago,  Oct.  9.— Mrs.  Ellen  Gar- 

cia, 45,  wife  of  Frank  Garcia,  engi- 
neer for  the  Warner  Building  here, 

was  killed  yesterday  when  an  automo- 
bile in  which  she  was  a  passenger  col- 

lided with  another  car.  Her  husband 
suffered  severe  back  injuries. 

Showmanship 

Flashes   .   .  . 

Offers  Patron  Passes  on 
Criticism  of  Operation 
Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct.  9.  —  The 

Tower  is  offering  season  passes  to  its 

patrons  for  criticisms  on  the  theatre's operation.  For  two  letters,  the  one 
offering  the  severest  criticism,  the 
other  the  most  constructive  suggestion, 
season  passes  good  for  two  people  will 
be  awarded.  For  the  next  three  best 
in  each  class,  the  Tower  will  give  dou- 

ble passes  good  for  all  shows  until Dec.  1. 

Breakfast  on  the  House 
Aids  'He  Stayed'  Showing 
Miama,  Oct.  9. — Jack  Fink,  man- 

ager of  the  Capitol  here,  gave  break- 
fast "on  the  house"  to  persons  who 

attended  his  first  showing  of  "He 
Stayed  for  Breakfast,"  which  began at  7  in  the  morning. 

Broadcast  Program 
From  Theatre  Stage 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  9.— The  Tele- news  Theatre  has  closed  a  deal  for 
five  weekly  broadcasts  of  Cracker- 
barrel  Forum,  new  Roma  Wine  Co. 
quiz  show  starting  on  KFRC  Oct.  8. 
The  program  calls  for  audience  par- 

ticipation and  will  be  aired  from 
the  theatre  Mondays  through  Fri- 

days at  6:45  P.  M.,  conducted  by  Art 
Linkletter.  Telenews  Manager  Ellis 
Levy  set  the  deal. 

Ties  in  Local  Connection 
With  Pictures  at  House 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Oct.  9.— For 

two  weeks  in  succession,  Manager 
John  Galvin  of  the  Penn  made  the 
most  of  local  connections  with  films 
playing  his  house.  Local  residents  were 
among  members  of  the  Field  Hospital 
squad  which  returned  from  Europe  and 
were  featured  in  the  newsreels.  He 
had  one  of  the  nurses  interviewed  at 
the  theatre.  The.  following  week  a 
"Passing  Parade"  short  featured  the 
scientific  work  of  a  former  local  doc- 

tor and  Galvin  played  it  up. 

Warners,  Postal  in 

Tieup  on  'Reuters' President  Mackey  of  Postal  Tele- 
graph Co.,  under  a  tieup  arranged 

with  Warners,  will  send  a  personal 
letter  addressed  to  all  17,000  employes 
of  the  telegraph  company,  urging  them 
to  see  Warners'  "A  Dispatch  from 
Reuters."  Postal  Telegraph  also  will 
post  jumbo  telegrams  in  office  win- 

dows and  plan  special  displays  in  the 
New  York  offices. 

Uses  Preview  Quotes 

To  Aid  'Correspondent' Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Oct.  9.— News- 
paper and  radio  men  and  women  were 

invited  to  a  special  preview  showing 
of  "Foreign  Correspondent"  by  Man- 

ager Fred  Lee  of  the  Capitol  Theatre 
and  District  Manager  Thomas  Kil- 
leen.  Quotes  of  the  special  audience 
were  used  as  the  feature  of  the  cam- 

paign for  the  picture. 

Juveniles  Beat  Drum  for 
'Strike  Up  the  Band' 

Baltimore,  Oct.  9. — In  connection 
with  the  showing  of  "Strike  Up  the 
Band,"  a  drumming  contest  was staged  at  the  Century  Saturday  for children  under  16.  The  winner  has 
received  a  complete  drum  set  auto- 

graphed by  Mickey  Rooney,  star  of the  film. 
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^Foreign'
  Is 

Boston  High 

With  $31,000 

i   Boston,  Oct.  9. — "Foreign  Corre- 
J  spondent"  and  "Out  West  With  the 
j  Peppers"  drew  a  total  of  $31,000  at 
two  theatres,  $17,000  at  Loew's  Or- 
pheum  and  $14,000  at  Loew's  State. I  >No  other  bill  exceeded  average. 
s  Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  2: 
"Missing  People"  (Mono.) 
"Ride,  Tenderfoot,   Ride"  (Rep.) '   KEITH     BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c)  7  days;  Major  Bowes'  "Radio  Gradu- 

ates"   Revue    on    Stage,    4   days.  Gross: $5,700.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Spring:  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (Univ.) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $16,000.  (Average, 
$16,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (W.  B.) METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Average, 
$15,500) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c -35c -40c -55c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $7,000.     (Average,  $7,500) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
FENWAY  —  (1,320)     (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 days.     Gross:  $4,500.     (Average,  $4,500) 

"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (20th- Fox) 
SCOLLAY  —  (2,500)     (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 days.     Gross:  $2,500.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"Out  West  with  the  Peppers"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE — (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average, 

$12,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"Out  West  with  the  Peppers"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c- 40c-55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $17,000.  (Average, $17,500) 

'Conquest'  Scores 
$9,000  in  Montreal 

Montreal,  Oct.  9.- — "City  for  Con- 
quest" at  the  Palace  took  $9,000, 

while  the  second  week  of  "The  Sea 
Hawk"  registered  $7,800  at  Loew's. 
"The  Return  of  Frank  James,"  with 
a  second  feature,  brought  $7,500  to  the 
Capitol. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  4 : 

"The  Return  of  Frank  James"  (20th-Fox) 
"Girl  From  Avenue  A"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CAPITOL— (2,547)      (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
LOEW'S— (2.800)  (30c-40c-60c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $7,800.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
"Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) 
ORPHEUM— (919)  (25c-35c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,000.   (Average,  $9,000) 

"Flowing  Gold"  (W.B.) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
PRINCESS— (2.272)  (25c-3Sc-50c-65c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $4,200.  (Average,  $4,500) 

Form  Theatre  Company 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  9. — Abe  M. 

Ellis,  Norman  Lewis  and  Jay  Eman- 
uel, exhibitors  of  this  city,  and  Abe 

J.  Rovner  of  Atlantic  City  have  or- 
ganized the  Grand  &  Jackson  Theatre 

Co.  for  the  operation  of  the  Grand 
and  Jackson,  South  Philadelphia 
neighborhood  houses. 

Club  Election  Nov.  18 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  9.— The  Cincin- 

nati Variety  Club  will  hold  its  annual 
election  of  trustees  Nov.  18,  and  the 
officers  elected  by  the  trustees  will  be 
installed  Dec.  2. 

U.S.  Army  Posts  to  Have  Theatres 

With  Daily  Showings  of  New  Pictures 

Washington,  Oct.  9. — Every  exist- 
ing U.  S.  Army  post  and  every  post- 

constructed  under  the  War  Depart- 
ment's new  defense  building  program will  have  a  theatre,  with  nightly  shows 

of  current  films,  operating  on  a  split 
week  basis. 

For  enlisted  men,  admission  will  be 

about  20  cents  at  the  box-office,"  but 
14  cents  if  purchased  at  the  post  ex- 

changes. To  provide  the  service,  the 
War  Department  will  broaden  its  con- 

tracts with  major  distributors  to  ob- 
tain the  additional  prints  necessary, 

and  will  revamp  its  own  distribution 
system.  Regular  35mm.  prints  will  be 
used,  with  no  indication  that  experi- 

ments with  16mm.  are  planned. 
The  necessary  projection  equipment 

is  being  acquired  as  the  construction 
work  goes  on,  with  contracts  already 
placed. 

In  addition  to  films,  there  will  be 
bands  at  the  more  important  posts. 
So  far,  no  program  of  live  talent 
shows  has  been  worked  out,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  among  the  men  at  each 

post  will  be  many  who  can  entertain 
in  one  way  or  another.  So  far  as 
possible,  the  additional  entertainment 
will  be  left  to  the  men  and  officers  at 
the  various  cantonments,  but  there  is 
a  possibility  that  as  the  training  pro- 

gram goes  on  professional  artists  will 
volunteer  their  services,  which  will  be 
accepted  with  appreciation  by  Army 
officials. 

The  Navy  Department  also  is  mak- 
ing plans  for  films  for  its  men,  but  its 

expansion  will  be  gradual  as  the  ships 
now  under  construction  are  commis- 

sioned. The  Navy  service  operates 
along  the  same  lines  as  the  Army  and 
its  development  will  be  the  same. 

Suit  Hearings  Begin 

Middletown,  Conn.,  Oct.  9. — Hear- 
ings have  begun  on  the  $175,000  dam- 
age suit  of  Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc., 

and  S.  &  S.  Theatre  Corp.  against 
Salvatore  and  Maria  Adorno  in  the 
Middlesex  County  Superior  Court. 

The  suit  involves  alleged  "conspiracy" 
and  "mismanagement." 

'Rhythm'  Good  for 

$12,000,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Oct.  9.  —  "Rhythm  on 

the  River"  was  the  leader  here,  at- 
tracting $12,000  at  Loew's  State,  and "Boom  Town"  in  its  third  week  at  the 

Stillman  drew  $6,500. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  5 : 
"He  Stayed  for  Breakfast"  (Col.) 
ALLEN — (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $4,000.   (Average,  $4,000) 

"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
WARNERS'     HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 

LAKE— (900)  (28c-40c)  7  days,  2nd  week. Gross:  $2,000.  (Average,  $1,500) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

RKO  PALACE— (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c)  Ken 
Murray  and  show  on  stage.  Gross :  $12,000. (Average,  $13,500) 
"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.  Gross:  $12,000.   (Average,  $11,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN-(1,900)  (33c-47c- 

55c)  7  days,  3rd  week..  Gross:  $6,500.  (Aver- age at  33c-39c-47c,  $4,000) 

'Band'  Grosses 

$11,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Oct.  9. — "Strike  Up  the 
Band"  grossed  $11,000  at  the  United 
Artists  with  "Cross  Country  Ro- 

mance." "Strange  Cargo"  drew  $8,500 at  the  Palms. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  3: 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-50'c)  7  days.  Gross: $5,000.     (Average,  $5,000) 

"They  Drive  By  Night"  (W.  B.) "Untamed"  (Para.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,000.    (Average.  $7,000) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (M-G-M) 
FOX — (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: $15,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 

"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dance  Girl  Dance"  (RKO) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)   (15c-55c-65c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Strange  Cargo"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
PALMS  —  (2,000)     (25c-39c-55c)    7  days. Gross.  $8,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $11,000.     (Average,  $10,000) 

$16,500  in  Buffalo  on 

'Strike  Up  the  Band' 
Buffalo,  Oct.  9. — "Strike  Up  the 

Band"  was  best  here  with  $16,500  at 
the  Buffalo.  "Tom  Brown's  School 
Days"  drew  $10,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  5 : 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
BUFFALO — (3,489)    (3Sc-40c-60c)    7  days. Gross:  $16,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (35c-S5c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.    Gross:  $5,600.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Fox) 
HIPPODROME — (2,100)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,400.  (Average,  $6,800) 

"Tom  Brown's  School  Days"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3.O0O)  (30c- 

35c-44c)  7  days.  Blackstone,  the  magician, 
and  his  Show  of  1,001  Wonders  on  stage. 
Gross:  $10,000.  (Average  at  30-40c,  $7,500) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LAFAYETTE — (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.   Gross:  $6,500.   (Average,  $6,300) 

LODGE  NO.  1366  *  B'NAI 
 B'RITH 

The  EVENT  of  the  YE  A3 

First  Public  Appearance 

BENNY  GOODMAN  \ 

AND  HIS  NEW  ORCHESTRA 

. .  .  your  Dance  Music 
for  the  evening! 

PLUS  a  roster  of  talent  that  will 

include  the  biggest  names  in  town. 

HOTEL  PENNSYLVANIA 

SATU  RDAY 

OCTOBER  26™ 

Subscription:  Obtainable    from    Col.    A.    Ralph  Steinberg, 
$5  Per  Person  Chairman,  101  Park  Ave.,  Room  339,  N.  Y.  C. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

BROADCAST  MUSIC,  INC.,  yesterday  acquired  radio  rights  to  124,000 
music  titles  from  G.  Ricordi  &  Co.  of  Milan.  The  acquisition  brings  the 

total  now  directly  controlled  by  BMI  to  140,000,  with  100,000  divided  among 
Associated  Music  Publishers  and  S.E.S.A.C.,  controlled  indirectly  through 
agreements.  Of  the  total  of  240,000  about  75,000  are  original  copyrights  and 
165,000  are  in  public  domain. 
As  the  catalogue  is  not  included  in  the  contract  between  Ascap  and  the 

official  Italian  government  society,  the  radio  rights  are  not  under  the  control 
of  Ascap,  it  was  said.  Existing  contracts  between  Ricordi  and  BMI  mem- 

bers were  assigned  to  BMI  and  members  will  therefore  not  have  to  pay 
royalties  to  Ricordi  after  the  effective  date  of  the  agreement. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Don  Pontius  has  been  transferred  from  Mutual' s  Chi- 
cago program  department  to  Chicago  promotion  and  statistics.  Myrtle  Goulet 

will  handle  traffic  and  program  coordination  in  Chicago.  .  .  .  Wynn  Murray 
and  Frank  Parker  will  be  guests  on  "Musical  Americana"  Thursday,  O'ct. 
17  over  NBC-Red.  .  .  .  Barry  Wood  and  other  "Hit  Parade"  stars  will  enter- 

tain at  the  "Night  of  Stars"  Nov.  21 ...  .  Kate  Smith  will  receive  the  Drake 
University  medallion  for  her  introduction)  of  "God  Bless  America"  over  CBS 
tomorrow  at  noon.  .  .  .  Ed  Mayehoff,  Mutual  m.c,  will  open  at  the  Algonquin 
Supper  Club  Wednesday. •  •  • 

Charles  B.  Brown,  NBC  western  division  sales  promotion  manager, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  station  promotion,  James  V.  McConnell, 
NBC  national  spot  and  local  sales  manager,  announced  yesterday.  Brown 
succeeds  B.  J.  Hauser  who  has  been  transferred  to  NBC-Blue  promo- tion. 

•  •  • 

Stagehands  Union,  Local  1,  yesterday  started  picketing  NBC  in  con- 
nection with  a  dispute  concerning  employment  of  members  in  theatres  used 

for  radio  broadcasts.  Although  a  contract  has  been  in  force  for  almost  two 
years,  a  misunderstanding  arose  concerning  a  move  of  the  Westinghouse 
show,  "Musical  Americana"  from  a  theatre  to  the  studios.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  the  program  is  remaining  in  the  theatre  and  it  was  expected  by  both  sides 
that  the  dispute  will  probably  be  settled. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Good  News  of  1940"  has  changed  its  title  to  "Maxwell 
Coffee  House  Time."  .  .  .  "Fitch  Bandwagon"  has  added  25  stations  to  make 
a  total  of  109  stations  now  used  over  NBC-Red.  This  makes  it  the  largest 
network  to  be  used  by  a  drug  account.  .  .  .  Philip  Morris  has  added  10  stations 
for  "Johnnie  Presents"  to  make  a  total  of  96  NBC-Red  stations.  Other  addi- 

tions are  three  for  Bell  Telephone  for  a  total  of  90  NBC-Red  stations  and 
Anacin  has  added  six  for  "Easy  Aces"  to  make  a  total  of  51  over  NBC-Blue. 
.  .  .  Red  Barber  and  Al  Heifer  will  be  masters  of  ceremonies  for  "Battle 
of  Boroughs"  over  WOR. 

F.C.C.  Grants  Four 

New  Station  Permits 

Washington,  Oct.  9. — The  Federal Communications  Commission  has 
granted  construction  permits  to 
WEAN,  Providence;  WTAR,  Nor- 

folk, Va.;  KGHL,  Billings,  Mont., 
and  KECA,  Los  Angeles,  and  to  Sta- 

tion WBHP,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  to  in- 
crease power  from  100  to  250  watts. 

The  commission  ordered  hearings 
held  on  the  applications  of  William 
H.  Amesbury  for  a  new  630-kilocycle, 
I,  000-watt  station  at  Minneapolis,  and 
Edward  J.  Doyle  for  a  new  1,340-kilo- 
cycle,  1,000-watt  station  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  and  on  the  request  of  WSAY, 
Rochester,  for  change  of  frequency 
from  1,210  to  1,340  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  250  to  1,000 
watts. 

The  commission  has  tentatively  fixed 
Dec.  11  as  the  date  for  a  hearing  on 
proposed  changes  in  the  assignments 
of  stations  on  the  1,080  and  770-kilo- 
cycle  channels. 
The  hearing  will  study  the  appli- 

cations of  KFAB,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  770  to  1,080 
kilocycles,  increase  of  power  from  10,- 
000  to  50,000  watts  and  extension  of 
time  from  sharing  to  unlimited ;  WBT, 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  for  construction  of 
a  directional  antenna  (station  oper- 

ates on  1,080  kilocycles  with  50,000 
watts  power)  ;  WBBM,  Chicago,  for 
extension  of  time  from  sharing  to  un- 

limited; WJAG,  Norfolk,  Neb.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,060  to  770 
kilocycles  and  change  of  time  from 
limited  to  day,  and  WMBI,  Chicago, 
for  change  of  time  from  sharing  to 
limited. 

Stations  Ban  Nazi 

Picture  Publicity 
{Continued  from  page  1) 

NAB  members  who  operate  foreign 
language  stations.  Since  its  inception, 
the  committee  has  discovered  three 
Italian  commentators  and  one  German 
who  have  frequently  inserted  propa- 

ganda into  their  talks.  As  a  result  of 
the  committee's  work,  these  four  are now  banned. 

Close  checks  are  now  kept  on  all 
newscasts  and  sketches.  Scripts  are 
examined  in  advance  and  a  censor  sits 
in  the  control  room  ready  to  cut  a 
show  off  the  air  if  it  deviates  from 
script.  Considerable  work  has  also 
been  done  to  build  patriotic  shows.  In- 

formation concerning  doubtful  speakers 
or  announcers  is  exchanged  among 
members  and  where  deemed  advisable, 
turned  over  to  Government  officials. 

Dismiss  Libel  Suit 
Dismissal  of  a  $250,000  libel  suit 

against  CBS,  Edwin  C.  Hill  and  the 
American  Tobacco  Co.  brought  by 
Moses  H.  Polakoff,  an  attorney,  was 
voted  yesterday  after  trial  before  Jus- 

tice Timothy  A.  Leary  by  a  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  jury.  Polakoff  had 
contended  that  a  broadcast  by  Hill 
discussing  the  "Lucky"  Luciano  trial 
had  reflected  upon  the  plaintiff's  pro- fessional standing. 

A  Fit  A  to  Approve  Pact 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Art- 

ists has  called  a  meeting  of  the  New 
York  local  for  Monday  to  ratify  terms 
of  the  contract  negotiated  with  the 
networks  covering  sustaining  shows. 
On  Tuesday,  meetings  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  and  San  Francisco  and  on 
Wednesday  in  Los  Angeles. 

Gene  Autry  Opens 

In  Garden  Rodeo 

Gene  Autry,  last  night,  made  his 
first  personal  appearance  in  New 
York,  at  the  opening  of  the  15th  an- 

nual Rodeo,  at  Madison  Square 
Garden.  Autry  is  reported  to  be  get- 

ting $4,500  per  week.  The  cowboy 
star  is  down  for  two  appearances  at 
each  performance. 

He  takes  his  bow  in  the  center  of 
the  arena  with  his  two  horses,  Cham- 

pion and  Champion,  Jr.,  doing  various 
stunts.  On  his  second  bow,  Autry 
sings  a  few  cowboy  songs,  accom- 

panied by  a  cowboy  band. 
The  house  last  night  was  far  from 

sold  out,  although  many  of  those  in 
attendance  were  "invited  guests"  and 
press.  The  scale  of  $1.10  to  $3.85  may 
have  something  to  do  with  this,  ob- 

servers felt,  the  show  being  no  com- 
petition for  the  film  houses. 

The  program  has  the  customary 
events,  such  as  are  generally  listed 
from  year  to  year,  such  as  calf  roping, 
fancy  riding  and  broncho  busting  by 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  show. 
Some  celebrities  in  attendance  in- 

cluded Bing  Crosby,  Ned  Sparks  and 
Sonja  Heme. 

To  Vote  on  Sunday  Films 
Biudgeton,  N.  J.,  Oct.  9— The  City 

Council  has  voted  six  to  one  to  place 
the  question  of  legalizing  Sunday  films 
on  the  Nov.  5  ballot.  Petitions  for  a 
similar  referendum  were  filed  with  the 
City  Council  at  nearby  Woodbury. 

Turned  Liberal 
Marshfield,  Wis.,  Oct.  9. 

A/fARSHFIELD'S  curfew J-Vl.  law,  passed  in  1906,  has 
been  amended  by  the  City 
Council  to  provide  for  a  10 
P.  M.  curfew  for  persons  un- 

der 16  years  of  age.  The  ori- 
ginal statute  set  the  deadline 

at  9  P.  M.  Violators  are  sub- 
ject to  a  $5  fine. 

Beetson  En  Route  Here 

Hollywood,  Oct.  9. — Fred  Beetson, 
executive  vice-president  of  the  Asso- 

ciation of  Motion  Picture  Producers, 
sailed  today  on  the  City  of  Los  An- 

geles for  a  vacation  trip  to  New  York 
via  the  Panama  Canal.  He  will  re- 

turn in  three  weeks. 

RKO  Party  Today 

RKO  will  play  host  at  a  cocktail 
party  this  afternoon  at  the  Starlight 
Roof  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel 
for  Garson  Kanin,  director  of  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted,"  and Erich  Pommer,  producer.  The  film 
opens  today  at  the  Music  Hall. 

Mohawk  Closes  Deals 
Mohawk  Film  Corp.  has  closed 

deals  on  its  19  features  with  Edward 
Klein  of  the  Bay  State  Film  Co.,  Bos- 

ton, for  that  territory,  and  with  Harry 
Gibbs  of  Connecticut  Film  Distribu- 

tors, New  Haven. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Feiber  &  Shea  Takes  Lease 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  9.  — The  Feiber 

&  Shea  circuit  has  taken  over  the  lease 
of  the  Fulton,  formerly  held  by  Hyde 
&  Behman  interests.  The  circuit  has 
operated  the  property  for  a  number  of 
years.  Local  manager  is  John  Walsh. 

Delaware  House  Ready  Soon 
Seaford,  Del.,  Oct.  9. — The  new 

800-seat,  $75,000  Layton  Theatre,  un- der construction  here,  is  expected  to 
be  completed  by  the  middle  of  De- 

cember, according  to  Thomas  E. 
Ayres,  the  owner.  The  theatre  will 
have  facilities  for  stage  shows. 

Takes  Rensselaer  House 
Albany,  Oct.  9.— Swif  Swick  has 

taken  over  the  Bright  Spot,  Rensse- 
laer, N.  Y.  The  former  operator  was 

Roger  Marmon. 

Opens  in  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  9. — Louis  Mar- 

kun  has  reopened  the  Ritz,  formerly 
of  the  Olson  circuit,  but  closed  after 
a  bankruptcy  action.  He  formerly 
owned  the  Ritz,  Rex,  Tuxedo,  Dream 
and  Laurel.  Robert  Hesseldenz  will 
be  Ritz  manager. 

Shift  Rochester  Manager 

Rochester,  Oct.  9.  —  Edward 
Howard,  assistant  manager  at  Loew's Rochester  here  for  11  years,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  State  Theatre,  Bos- 

ton, as  assistant  manager.  Alvin  Leon- 
ard, New  York,  will  come  to  Loew's as  student  manager. 

Open  Minneapolis  Alvin 
Minneapolis,  Oct.  9. — The  Alvin, 

formerly  the  Shubert,  dark  since  1935 
except  for  special  events,  has  been 
opened  by  the  Follies  Amusement 
Corp.,  of  which  Harry  D.  Hirsch  is 
president.  The  policy  is  a  combina- tion of  first  run  films  with  vaudeville. 

Sells  Des  Moines  House 
Des  Moines,  Oct.  9.  —  Leo  H. 

Kahn,  manager  of  the  Grand  for  the 
past  10  years,  the  last  three  as  owner, 
has  disposed  of  the  600-seat  theatre  to 
the  Garbett  Theatre  Enterprises,  Inc., 
headed  by  E.  M.  Garbett,  which  oper- 

ates four  other  theatres  in  Des Moines. 

Changes  Theatre  Policy 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Oct.  9.— The 

Hart  Theatre,  managed  by  Walter 
Rooney,  has  inaugurated  a  continuous 
show  program  in  place  of  its  two- 
shows-a-night  schedule.  The  house 
will  be  open  from  4  to  11  from  Mon- 

days to  Fridays,  1  to  11  on  Satur- 
days and  2  to  11  on  Sundays. 

Reopens  Pennsylvania  House 
Larksville,  Pa.,  Oct.  9. — Leo  F. 

McGowan,  former  operator,  has  re- 
opened the  Lark  after  completely 

renovating  and  remodeling  the  house. 

Extend  Operating  Time 
The  Royal,  655  Tenth  Ave.,  Man- 

hattan,_  open  in  the  past  on  weekends only,  is  now  operating  daily. 

Demolish  Brooklyn  Theatre 
The  Classic,  550-seat  house  in 

Brooklyn,  has  been  demolished. 
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Adjustment  of 

Upstate  Trade 

Problems  Set 

MPTO  to  Study  Disputes 
With  Schine  Aid 

Voluntary  adjudication  of  up-state 
:learance  disputes  and  other  trade 
>roblems  involving  the  Schine  Cir- 

cuit and  competing  exhibitors  is  in 
i>rospect  for  the  near  future  as  a  re- 

lit of  M.P.T.O.A.  efforts  to  de- 
velop a  state-wide,  unified  exhibitor 

,' organization  in  New  York,  it  was earned  yesterday. 
The  Schine  Circuit  has  become  a 

nember  of  the  M.P.T.O.  of  Western 
.New  York,  headed  by  A.  C.  Hayman, 
pf  Buffalo,  and  round-table  conferences 
["under  the  organization's  auspices  to 
(  weigh  and  adjust  recurrent  clearance 
j  and  other  complaints  have  been  agreed 
'to  by  Schine  circuit  officials. 

Another  aspect  of  the  program  to 

j  strengthen  the  state  M.P.T.O.A.  or- ganization involves  a  coperative  work- 
|  ling  agreement   reached  between  the 
New  York  City  unit,  headed  by  Max 

(.Continued  on  page  5) 

Wehrenberg  Again 
President  of  MPTO 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  10. — Fred  Wehren- 
berg, veteran  exhibitor  here,  was  re- 

elected president  of  the  M.  P.  T.  O. 
of  Eastern  Missouri  and  Southern  Illi- 

nois at  the  association's  annual  meet- 
ing. 

Other  officers  are:  S.  E.  Pirtle,  I. 
W.  Rodgers,  Sam  Komm  and  Robert 
C.  Cluster,  vice-president ;  Louis 
C.  Hehle,  secretary-treasurer ;  Lou 
Ansell,  assistant  secretary-treasurer ; 
Walter  A.  Thimmig,  sergeant-at- 
arms ;  Harold  W.  Evens,  Louis  J. 
Menges,  L.  A.  Mercier,  H.  E.  Miller, 
A.  Pappas,  Tom  James,  Clarence  Kai- 
mann  and  Noah  Bloomer,  directors. 

HAYS  PLEDGES  FILMS9  FULL 

SUPPORT  TO  U.  S.  DEFENSE 

Washington,  Oct.  10. — Full  support  of  the  film  industry  in  the 
defense  program  is  pledged  in  a  letter  received  today  by  Secretary 
of  War  Stimson  from  Will  H.  Hays,  president  of  the  M.P.P.D.A. 
Hays  assured  the  Secretary  of  the  industry's  real  desire  to  per- form any  service  it  could  during  the  emergency  and  announced  that 

he  had  appointed  Francis  S.  Harmon,  his  executive  assistant,  as 
liaison  man  between  the  industry  and  the  Government.  Harmon 
will  work  with  the  industry  committee  on  national  defense  headed 
by  George  J.  Schaefer,  to  facilitate  cooperation  with  the  Govern- 

ment's plans. 

English  Exhibitors 

Ask  Longer  Hours 

London,  Oct.  10. — The  decision  yes- 
terday of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibi- 

tors Association  to  approach  the  Min- 
istry of  Home  Affairs  on  the  early 

theatre  closing  situation  and  the  new 
move  by  the  London  C.E.A.  asking 
local  authorities  to  permit  earlier 
opening  on  weekdays  and  Sundays  are 
seen  as  indicating  a  national  exhibi- 

tor move  toward  an  adjustment  of 
theatre  hours  in  view  of  wartime  con- 
ditions. 

The  national  exhibitor  body  is  ex- 
pected to  suggest  to  the  Ministry  of 

Home  Security  that  it  advise  local 
authorities  to  accept  the  advice  of 
local  exhibitor  groups  on  evening 
hours,  contending  that  they  are  best 
equipped  to  deal  with  local  conditions. 

The  London  group  already  has  ap- 
proached the  London  County  Council 

seeking  permission  to  open  at  10 :30 
A.  M.  on  weekdays  and  1 :30  P.  M. 
on  Sundays..  Several  of  the  houses 
in  the  West  End  of  London  did  the 
best  business  last  weekend  since  the 
blitzkrieg  began. 

B'way  Sees 

Big  Holiday 

A  big  weekend  is  anticipated  by 
Broadway  managers  in  view  of  the 
double  holiday  tomorrow,  which  is 
Columbus  Day  and  Yom  Kippur.  It 
is  expected  that  Saturday  will  be  a 
big  day  along  Times  Square,  especial- 

ly in  the  evening. 
The  big  opening  next  week  will  be 

the  double  premiere  Tuesday  night  of 
"The  Great  Dictator"  at  the  Capitol 
and  Astor.  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  will be  held  a  total  of  two  weeks  and  three 
days  at  the  Capitol  because  of  the 
Tuesday  opening.  It  should  bring  an 
estimated  $35,000  for  its  second  week. 
The  42nd  week  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  which  closes  its  run  Sunday 
night  just  one  day  short  of  43  weeks, 
was  good  for  an  estimated  $14,700. 

"Spring  Parade"  with  a  stage  show 
was  a  smash  hit  at  the  Roxy  with  an 
estimated  $68,500  for  the  first  week. 
It  is  held  over.  At  the  Globe,  "Pastor 
Hall"  should  bring  an  estimated  $6,500 (Continued  on  pane  5) 

Branch  Is  Reelected 

Michigan  Allied  Head 
Detroit,  Oct.  10. — Ray  Branch  of 

Hastings  was  reelected  president  of 
Allied  Theatres  of  Michigan,  Inc., 
at  the  closing  session  of  the  annual 
convention  at  Jackson. 
Other  officers  chosen  were :  W. 

James  Alson,  vice-president ;  Edgar  E. 
Kirchner,  secretary-treasurer ;  Pearl 
M.  Sprott,  business  manager,  and  C. 
R.  Beechler,  Henry  Carley,  William 
A.  Cassidy,  Glenn  A.  Cross,  Allen 
Johnson,  Fred  Penell,  P.  C.  Schram, 
William  Schulte,  Walter  Semeyn,  J. 
E.  Stocker,  W.  G.  Thick,  and  Fred 
Witters,  directors. 
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The  Thief  of  Bagdad" [Korda — United  Artists] 

TT ERE  is  a  delightful  fantasy  and  delightful  entertainment  for  all 
*■  *  people,  of  all  ages,  in  all  places.  The  age-old  and  truly  wonderful 
adventure  of  the  little  sharp-witted  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  in  the  ancient 
Arabian  city  of  legend,  has  been  brought  to  the  screen  with  all  the  tech- 

nical greatness  of  the  motion  picture.  In  its  use  of  color  and  sets  the 
picture  is  a  monument  to  the  art. 

This  picture,  produced  partly  in  England  and  partly  in  Hollywood 
and  at  the  Grand  Canyon,  represents  the  best  achievement  to  date  in 
color  technique.  Little  more  could  be  desired  in  subject  matter  for 
the  employment  of  color  than  this  story,  but  it  is  to  the  credit  of  those 
responsible  that  they  have  taken  advantage  of  their  opportunity  to  the 
fullest  extent. 

Alexander  Korda,  the  producer,  had  the  benefit  of  several  expert 
craftsmen.  Lajos  Biro  prepared  the  scenario.  Miles  Malleson  wrote 
the  screenplay  and  dialogue.    Ludwig  Berger  and  Michael  Powell  co- (Coutinued  on  page  5) 

Kuykendall 

To  Protest  on 

Decree  to  U.S. 

Will  Seek  Relief  from 

Justice  Department 

Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
M.P.T.O.A.,  tomorrow  in  Wash- 

ington will  present  a  general  report 
to  Department  of  Justice  officials 
of  "the  mounting  opposition  among 
exhibitors"  to  the  proposed  consent 
decree. 

The  M.P.T.O.A.  will  first  ex- 
haust every  means  of  obtaining 

desired  decree  changes  through 
conferences  with  the  Depart- 

ment of  Justice  before  any  de- 
cision is  made  on  fighting  the 

decree  in  the  courts.  Kuyken- 
dall's  conference  may  include 
Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  who  is  ex- 

pected back  in  the  capital  to- 

day. 

Meanwhile,  Government  spokesmen 
yesterday  estimated  that  it  will  take 
another  two  weeks  to  put  the  final 
draft  in  form  for  submission  to  the 
Federal  court  for  approval. 
The  decree  drafting  committee  met 

yesterday  on  the  suggestions  for 
rephrasing  which  were  advanced  Tues- 

day in  Washington  at  a  meeting  of 
company  heads  and  attorneys  with  the 
Department  of  Justice.  This  work 
will  continue  at  another  session  today 
which  will  also  undertake  to  set  up  the 
rules  of  arbitration. 
Though  authorized  by  its  executive 

committee  to  oppose  the  decree  "to  the 
limit,"  the  M.P.T.O.A.  has  not  de- 

termined what  procedure  it  will  adopt 
if  its  efforts  to  obtain  relief  through 
the  Department  of  Justice  fail,  Kuy- 

kendall said  yesterday  in  New  York. 
The  M.P.T.O.A.  is  understood  to  be 

convinced  that  exhibitor  efforts  to  win 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

Kreisler  Universal 

Shorts  Sales  Head 
Bernard  B.  Kreisler  yesterday  was 

named  short  subject  sales  manager  and 
circuit  contact  for  Universal  by  W. 
A.  Scully,  vice-president  and  general sales  manager. 

Kreisler  recently  was  appointed  to 
a  special  executive  post  in  the  home 
office  sales  department  after  two  years 
as  Washington  branch  manager  for 
Universal.  He  started  with  the  com- 

pany as  a  salesman  in  Boston.  He  suc- 
ceeds Leo  Abrams,  resigned,  as  short 

subjects  sales  manager.  The  post  of 
circuit  contact  is  a  newly  created  one. 
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French  to  Impose 
Film  Censorship 

Vichy,  Oct.  10 —The  French 
government  will  impose  a 
censorship  on  all  films  in  the 
future  under  the  terms  of  a 
decree  being  prepared.  Films 
which  have  previously  been 
exhibited  will  come  under  the 
censorship  in  addition  to  new 

product.  Films  tending  to  de- moralize youth  or  depicting 
France  unfavorably  will  be 
banned.  Of  those  passed, 
there  will  be  classifications 
for  children  and  adults.  Films 
intended  for  export  must  also 
depict  France  favorably. 

Kanin  Honor  Guest 

At  RKO  Reception 
Garson  Kanin,  director  of  the  RKO 

film,  "They  Knew  What  They_  Want- 
ed," which  opened  at  the  Music  Hall 

yesterday,  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
cocktail  party  in  the  Starlight  Roof 
of  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel  yester- 

day afternoon. 
Among  those  in  attendance  were: 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  John  J.  O'Connor, Martin  Ouigley,  A.  W.  Smith,  Jr., 
Cresson  Smith,  Robert  Mochrie,  Wil- 

liam Merrill,  Sam  Shain,  Harry 
Goetz,  Leon  Goldberg,  Paul  Peters, 
Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Fred  Meyers, 
Max  Fellerman,  Horry  Mandel,  J. 
Henry  Walters,  Elsa  Lanchester,  Sam 
Levine,  Leonard  Lyons,  L.  L.  Steven- 

son, John  E.  Parsons,  Thomas  P. 
Durell,  S.  Barret  McCormick.  Rut- 

gers Neijson,  Janet  Fox,  William 
Boehnel. 

Settle  'Pastor  HalV 
Toller  Estate  Suit 

Suit  of  the  Ernst  Toller  estate 
against  James  Roosevelt,  U.  A.  and 
Grand  National  Pictures  of  England 
over  "Pastor  Hall"  has  been  settled, 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday  in  the  U.  S. 
District  Court. 

The  settlement  provides  for  payment 
to  George  Garfield,  administrator  of 
the  estate,  of  $2,500  and  five  per  cent 
of  +he  aro^s  of  the  film. 

Garfield  had  claimed  that  the  defen- 
dants had  not  obtained  the  film  rights 

to  Toller's  book,  "Pastor  Hall,"  while the  defendants  contended  they  had  a 
contract  which  gave  them  the  rights. 

Personal  Mention 

1626   BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the 

Elvoll  Theatre) (5Ht  Street Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 

Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  plans  to leave  for  the  Coast  tonight  for  a 
studio  visit. 

David  O.  Selznick  plans  to  leave 
for  the  Coast  next  week  to  enter  his 
children  in  school  there,  but  will  re- 

turn to  New  York  in  about  two  weeks. 
• 

Abe   Schneider,   Columbia  treas- 
urer,  is   due  next  week  from  the 

studio.    Jack  Cohn,  vice-president, 
will  return  over  the  weekend. 

• 

Fred  Lange,  Paramount  Continen- 
tal European  manager,  left  for  Lisbon 

on  the  Clipper  yesterday. 
• 

Harry  Buckley,  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  William  Moses,  Rube  Jack- 
ter,  Arthur  Mayer,  Irving  Sha- 

piro, Abe  Montague,  John  Wright, 
Eugene  Picker,  Marvin  Schenck 
and  Al  Margolies  having  lunch  yes- 

terday at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Sadal  of 

Washington  were  entertained  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  yesterday  by  Ray 
Bell,  Loew's  publicist.  Mrs.  Sadal 
is  secretary  to  Carter  Barron,  Loew's Washington  district  manager. 

• 
Samuel  Hadelman,  operator  of  the 

Capitol  and  Colonial,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  leaves  next  week  for  a  seven- 
day  cruise  to  Havana. 

• 
R.  T.  Young,  traveling  auditor  for 

Paramount,  is  at  the  Des  Moines  ex- 
change for  two  months. 

• 
Carmen  Miranda  is  expected  from 

Brazil  Monday  on  the  Uruguay. 

WRAY  JOHNSTON,  president •  of  Monogram,  left  yesterday 
for  the  Coast  after  two  days  in  New 
York.  Edward  A.  Golden,  general 
sales  manager,  is  expected  to  leave 
for  the  Coast  today  or  tomorrow. • 

Harry  Gold,  Martin  Moskowitz, 
Joseph   Moskowitz,    Arthur  Sil- verstone  and  Hal  Young  lunching  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday, e 

Max  Weisfeldt,  P.  A.  McGuire, 
Vincent  Trotta,  Budd  Rogers,  Sam 
Citron,  Sam  Spring,  Jack  Mayer 
and  William  Fitelson  at  the  Tavern 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Stanton  Griffis,  John  D.  Hertz, 
Jr.,  Sam  Shain,  Martin  Beck,  Max 
Gordon,  Otto  Preminger,  Marcus 
Heiman,  Robert  Benjamin,  Arthur 
Krim,  John  Barry,  Max  Wolf, 
Mort  Spring,  Joseph  Rosthal,  Wil- liam Melniker,  John  Garfield, 
Milton  Weiss,  Armando,  June 
Hovac  and  Donald  Gibbs  lunching  at 
Sardi's  yesterday. 

• 

Ed  Schnitzer,  Leon  Netter,  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  Ted  O'Shea,  Wal- ter Reade,  Jr.,  Tom  Connors  and 

Russell  Holman  at  Nick's  Hunting 
Room  in  the  Astor  for  lunch  yester- 
day. 

• 

Col.  William  J.  Donovan  will  ad- 
dress the  New  York  State  Bankers 

Association  at  Rochester  next  Mon- 
day, at  the  invitation  of  Edward  P. 

Curtis,  motion  picture  sales  manager 
for  Eastman  Kodak. 

• 
Carl  E.  Lind,  M-G-M  salesman  in 

Salt  Lake  City,  has  a  birthday  to- morrow. 

Associates  Reject 

Variety  Club  Merger 
The  executive  board  of  the  Motion 

Picture  Associates  yesterday  voted 
down  a  proposal  to  join  the  National 
Variety  Clubs  as  a  New  York  unit. 
The  merger  was  suggested  recently 
by  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  gen- 

eral sales  manager,  who  was  also  pres- 
ent at  yesterday's  session. Following  the  action,  Rodgers  urged 

the  group  to  seek  the  membership  of 
the  top  executives  in  the  industry.  A 
committee  was  thereupon  appointed  to 
make  a  drive  for  such  membership.  A 
proposal  to  acquire  a  club  house  for 
the  organization  will  be  taken  up  at  a 
future  meeting. 

Request  Dismissal  of 
'U'  Stockholder  Suit 

Dismissal  of  the  stockholders'  suit 
against  Universal  Pictures  brought  by 
Samuel  Posen,  a  director  of  the  com- 

pany, Celia  Brown  and  Esther  Tol- 
mach  was  asked  yeterday  in  an  an- 

swer filed  by  Universal  in  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court. 
The  answer  denies  all  claims  made 

by  the  plaintiffs  that  directors  of  the 
company  had  acted  improperly.  The 
suit  seeks  an  accounting  and  an  in- 

junction to  restrain  an  alleged  planned 
merger  between  Universal  Pictures 
and  Universal  Corp. 

Posen  is  a  representative  of  pre- 
ferred stockholders  on  the  Universal 

board.  He  and  two  other  plaintiffs 
are  minority  stockholders. 

Indianapolis  Scale 

Raised  for  'Police' Indianapolis,  Oct.  10. — Paramount's 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  will 
play  the  Circle  here  at  a  scale  of  35 
cents  and  15  cents  for  children  at 
matinees,  and  44  cents  for  balcony 
and  60  cents  orchestra  at  night.  The 
Circle's  regular  scale  is  28,  33  and 44  cents. 

In  Louisville,  the  film  will  play  the 
Rialto  at  40  cents  with  children  priced 
at  16  cents,  for  matinees,  and  48  cents 
in  the  balcony  and  60  cents  in  the 
orchestra  at  night. 

May  Not  Roadshow 

'Bagdad'  on  B'way 
"The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  may  not  be 

roadshown  in  New  York  if  a  satis- 
factory opening  date  for  the  picture 

can  be  obtained  at  the  Music  Hall. 
Local  policy  for  the  picture  will  not 
be  decided  until  the  Radio  City  house 
has  made  its  decision.  The  possibility 
remains,  however,  that  the  picture  will 
be  roadshown  in  several  other  cities. 

Berton  Churchill  Dies 
Berton  Churchill,  film  and  stage 

actor,  died  early  yesterday  in  Medi- 
cal Arts  Center  Hospital  here. 

Churchill,  who  was  64,  was  to  have 
opened  next  Monday  night  in  "George 
Washington  Slept  here"  at  the  Ly- ceum. He  had  played  in  many  films 
since  1932.  Surviving  are  a  wife 
and  daughter,  in  Hollywood. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

r)OINT  of  origin  of  the  war  clips ■L  in  the  weekend  issues  is  Egypt, 
where  the  Italians  are  seeking  to  gain 
control  of  the  Sues.  U.  S.  defense, 

football  and  the  World  "Series  windup are  also  prominent.    Contents  follow. 

MOVIETONE    NEWS,    No.    10— BtrrmaV 
Road  dispute.    War  in  Egypt.    King  Carol  ' in    Spain.       G-Men    in    target  practice. 
Marines  leave  for  Cuba.  Parachute  troops  in 
training.    Fur  fashions.    World  Series  ends. 
Football.     Monkeys  amuse  zoo  spectators. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  208— Para- 
chutists trained  for  the  army.  _  Govern- 

ment agents  in  pistol  drills.  Italian  drive 
on  the  Suez.  Willkie  on  tour.  Rooseveli 
at  gun  factory.  World  Series.  Auto  rac- ing. Football. 

PARAMOUNT     NEWS,     No.     13— New 
French  army  chief.  G-Men  in  target  prac- tice. Parachute  troops  developed  for  the 
army.  Food  machines  at  the  Bronx  Zoo. 
Views  of  the  presidential  candidates.  World Series. 

RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  13— Willkie 
speaks  in  Jersey  City. .  Parachute  troops trained.  G-Men  practice  pistol  shooting. 
Stunt  auto  riding  at  the  World's  Fair. Football.    World  Series. 

UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  918— Italian  forces  in  Egypt.  Willkie  on  tour. Roosevelt  at  New  York  arsenal.  South 
American  army  chiefs  inspect  defenses  here. 
Parachute  troops  trained.  Marines  sail  for 
Cuba.  Fashions.  Oriental  pageant  in  St. 
Louis.     World  Series. 

Film  Notables  at 

Opening  of  Center 
The  Center  Theatre  reopened  last 

night  with  the  premiere  of  a  skating 

spectacle,  "It  Happened  on  Ice"  star- ring Joe  Cook  and  produced  by  Sonja 
Henie  and  Arthur  Wirtz.  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus,  manager  director  of  Radio 
City  Music  Hall,  is  also  managing 
director  of  the  Center. 
Among  those  at  the  opening  were 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Harry  Cohn, 
Sam  Shain,  Major  Albert  Warner, 
Alfred  E.  Smith,  Winthrop  Rocke- 

feller, Lawrence  Rockefeller,  David 
Rockefeller,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Eddie 
Cantor,  Fred  Allen,  Nate  Spingold, 
Jay  Downing,  Truman  Talley,  E.  J. 
Churchill,  Gus  Eyssell,  M.  B.  Clo- 
fine,  Earl  Wingart,  Ed  Thorgerson, 
Garson  Kanin,  Vanderbilt  Webb,  Ber- 

tram Cutler,  Hugh  S.  Robinson,  Bar- 
ton Turnbull,  Mrs.  David  Milton, 

Charlotte  Greenwood,  Merle  Crowell 
and  Jimmie  Fidler. 
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with 

MELVYN 

DOUGLAS   •  Raymond  Walburn  •  Lee  Bowman  •  Bonita  Granville  •  Felix  Bressart 
A  ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD  Production  •  Original  Screen  Play  by  Lionel  Houser  •  Directed  by  Robert  Z.  Leonard  •  Produced  by  JOHN  W.  CONSIDINE  JR- 

A  METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER  PICTURE 

■ mSSm 

Mr.  Exhibitor! 

You  will  say: 

"I  love  you  again 

M-G-M  because 

you  have  given 

me  another 

terrific  box-office 

comedy  to  top 

'I  Love  You  Again'!" 

And  that's 
nice  topping! 
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' 'The  Thief  of  Bagdad ' ' 
[Korda — United  Artists] 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
directed.  William  Cameron  Menzies  was  associate  producer.  Vincent 
Korda  designed  the  sets  and  Miklos  Rosza  prepared  the  appropriate 
and  highly  effective  musical  score. 

The  occasional  modern  touches  in  dialogue  and  situation  add  to  the  zest 
and  the  delightfully  fantastic  taste  of  the  ancient  tale.  The  cast  handles 
its  work  skillfully  and  with  telling  effect.  Conrad  Veidt  is  the  domineer- 

ing, ambitious  and  cruel  usurper  of  the  crown  of  Bagdad.  He  is  splen- 
did. Excellent,  also,  are  Sabu,  the  little  thief  of  Bagdad,  who  befriends 

and  is  befriended  by  John  Justin,  young  king  and  victim  of  Veidt's 
machinations ;  June  Duprez,  Italian-French  actress,  princess  of  Basra, 
loved  by  Justin;  Miles  Malleson,  the  Sultan,  father  of  the  princess, 
and  Rex  Ingram,  the  gigantic  Djinni,  who  does  the  bidding  of  the  little 
thief. 

The  story,  set  against  beautiful  backgrounds  of  sky  and  sea,  replete 
with  the  bizarre  kaleidoscope  of  color  which  are  the  market  places  of 
Bagdad  and  Basra  and  the  palaces  of  the  kings  and  sultans,  is  a  well- 
loved  tale.  The  young  king,  driven  from  his  throne  by  trickery,  falls  in 
with  the  thief,  and  escapes  from  Bagdad.  At  Basra  he  gazes  on  the 
lovely  princess,  and  she  and  the  beggar-king  fall  in  love.  Their  attach- 

ment stands  in  the  way  of  the  usurper,  seeking  the  hand  of  the  prin- 
cess, and  he  strikes  the  beggar  blind,  and  turns  the  thief  into  a  dog. 

When  the  spell  is  finally  broken,  the  two  start  out  to  save  the  princess 
from  the  tyrant.  They  succeed  through  the  strange  adventures  of  the 

giant  Djinni,  the  all-seeing  eye,  the  flying  horse,  and  finally  the  lovers 
are  rescued  by  the  thief  with  the  magic  cross-bow  as  he  flies  to  them  on 
the  magic  carpet. 

Running  time,  110  minutes.  "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Philadelphia 

Gives  'Band9 

Big  $22,200 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  10. — In  spite  of 
night  football  games  and  the  start  of 
the  Jewish  holidays,  picture  grosses 
held  up  well.  "Strike  Up  the  Band" led  the  field  at  the  Boyd  with  $22,200. 
At  the  Earle,  the  return  of  vaudeville 

'after  11  months  gave  the  house  $23,- 
600  with  George  Jessel's  unit  and 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  on  the 
screen.  "The  Westerner"  gave  the 
Stanley  $16,600. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  2-4 : 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
ALDINE — (1,400)    (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $8,900.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
ARCADIA— (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  8  days,  3rd 

run.    Gross:  $3,200.    (Average,  $2,600) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
BOYD— (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. Gross:  $22,200.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Dr  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
EARLE  —  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  George  Jes- sel,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Jean  Parker,  Isabel 
Jewell,  Steffi  Duna,  Lya  Lys,  Betty  Jane 
Cooper,  Jean  Gary  and  Mario  Suva.  Gross: 
$23,600.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Lucky  Cisco  Kid"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FAY'S—  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57)  7  days with  vaudeville  including  Julie  Bryan,  Mar- 

gie Kelly,  Isabel  Brown,  Ross  &  La  Pierre, 
Gus  Howard,  Mark  Huling  &  "Sharkey", Martin  &  Marvel  and  Charlie  Barrer. 
Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $6,900). 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
FOX— (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,700.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,300.  (Average, 
$3,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-S7c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $16,600.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (46c-S7c-73c)  9  days, 

2nd  run.   Gross:  $9,300.    (Average,  $4,500) 

B 'way  Expects  Big 
Weekend  Business 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
for  the  third  week  which  ends  tonight. 
"Let  George  Do  It"  opens  there  to- morrow. 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted" 
opened  at  the  Music  Hall  yesterday, 
after  the  Columbia  film,  "Howards 
of  Virginia"  with  a  stage  show  grossed an  estimated  $77,000  for  its  second 
week.  The  second  week  of  "City  For 
Conquest"  at  the  Strand  with  Bobby 
Byrne's  band  on  the  stage  grossed  an estimated  $38,000.  Byrne  was  stricken 
with  appendicitis  Tuesday  and  other 
bandleaders  have  substituted  for  him. 
At  the  Rialto,  "Diamond  Frontier" 
grossed  an  estimated  $6,800  and  was 
followed  yesterday  by  "I'm  Still 
Alive." 

La  Crosse  Action 

Delayed  to  Oct.  28 
Trial  of  the  La  Cross  Theatre  Co. 

anti-trust  suit  against  major  distribu- 
tors, which  was  scheduled  to  begin 

Monday  in  Federal  court  at  Madison, 
Wis.,  was  postponed  yesterday  to  Oct. 
28  to  permit  the  taking  of  additional 
depositions  here  and  in  Chicago. 

Depositions  will  be  taken  here  on 
Monday  and  in  Chicago  next  Thurs- 
day. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Brigham  Young'  Big 

In  Frisco,  $17,000 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  10.— "Brigham 
Young,  Frontiersman"  drew  $17,000  at 

the  Fox,  with  "Strike  up  the  Band" 
getting  $14,500  at  Paramount.  Busi- ness was  on  the  upgrade  following  the 
close  of  the  exposition. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  1-4: 

"Dr.  Christiam  Meets  the  Woman,"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN  GATE— (2,850)  (40c -50c -55c)  7 

days.  Stage:  vaudeville.  Gross:  $13,700. (Average,  $15,000) 

"Brigham    Young,    Frontiersman."  (20th- 
Fox) 

FOX — (5,000)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $17,000.    (Average,  $16,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia."  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (2,440)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average. $8,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT—  (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c) 

7  days.    Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $11,500) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $6,500. (Average,  $8,000) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $4,800.  (Average, 

$6,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
WARFIELD— (2.680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  5th  week.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average, 
$12,000) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (Foreign) 
CLAY—  (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $1,400.    (Average,  $1,000) 

Lab  Strike  Continues 

Strike  of  M.  P.  Laboratory  Tech- 
nicians Union,  Local  702,  at  Producers 

Laboratories  yesterday  continued  for 
the  second  day  with  both  sides 
adamant.  The  union  contends  that  va- 

cations with  pay  must  be  given  before 
Sept.  30  under  terms  of  the  contract. 
A  conference  was  held  yesterday  but 
no  agreement  was  reached. 

'Band'  Pittsburgh 

Winner  at  $19,500 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  10.— "Strike  Up 
the  Band,"  with  $19,500  at  Loew's 
Penn,  and  "Foreign  Correspondent" 
with  $13,500  at  the  Stanley,  led  the 
town  in  a  good  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  3: 

"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
ALVIN— (1,800)     (28c-39c-55c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Brigham  Young"  (20th-Fox) 
FULTON— (1,700)      (28c-44c)      11  days. Gross:  $8,000.   (Average,  7  days,  $5,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S    PENN— (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 days.  Gross:  $19,500.   (Average,  $13,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
RITZ— (800)     (28c-44c-59c)    7    days,  4th week.  Gross:  $3,800.   (Average,  $3,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
STANLEY — (3,600)    (28c-39c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $13,500.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.   (Average,  $5,000) 

'Band*  Draws  Big 

$16,500,  St.  Louis 
St.  Louis,  Oct.  10. — Theatres  here 

had  competition  from  a  horse  show, 
with  Tommy  Dorsey  and  his  band  as 
its  chief  attraction.  "Strike  Up  the 
Band,"  at  Loew's,  drew  $16,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  3 : 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  7  days.  Gross:  $16,500.  (Average,  $13,- 

000). 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
AMBASSADOR — (3,018)     (28c -39c -44c -56c) 7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average,  $11,500) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
FOX — (5,038)     (28c-39c-44c-50c)     7  davs. Gross:   $9,000.   (Average,  $11,000) 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
MISSOURI— (3.514)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)  7 days.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"The  Awful  Truth"  (Col.) 
"The  Lost  Horizon" 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. Gross:  $2,500.   (Average,  $2,600) 

Kuykendall 

To  Protest  on 

Decree  to  U.S. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

changes  in  the  decree  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Department  before  the 

decree  goes  to  the  court.  Legal  op- 
position after  the  decree  has  been  sub- 

mitted to  Federal  Judge  Goddard  is 
viewed  by  the  organization  as  only  a 
"last  ditch  stand,"  which  holds  little 
promise  of  success. 
Kuykendall  will  go  to  Memphis 

from  Washington  to  attend  the  an- 
nual convention  there  Sunday  and 

Monday  of  the  Tri-States  M.P.T.O. 
He  will  report  to  that  organization 
on  the  status  of  the  decree  and  then 
return  to  New  York. 
The  M.P.T.O.A.  head  took  excep- 

tion to  published  stories  in  which  he 
was  quoted  as  deprecating  the  hear- 

ing on  the  decree  attended  by  exhib- 
tors  in  Washington  last  month. 

"I  have  never  questioned  the  sin- cerity or  integrity  of  Arnold  or  any 
member  of  his  staff  in  their  conduct 
of  these  proceedings,"  Kuykendall said.  "I  don't  like  what  has  been  done, 
but  I  have  always  recognized  that  the Department  of  Justice  was  trying  to 
do  a  Job,  and  to  do  it  as  best  it  could." 

B.  &  K.  Contempt 
Hearing  Oct.  28 

Hearing  has  been  set  for  Oct.  28  in 
federal  court  at  Chicago  on  Para- 
mount's  exceptions  to  the  special 
master's  report  holding  B.  &  K.  and Barney  Balaban  in  contempt  for  vio- lation of  the  Federal  consent  decree 
against  the  Chicago  circuit. 

U.  S.  Files  New  Data 

In  S chine  Action 
Buffalo,  Oct.  10.— The  Govern- 

ment today  served  its  separate  bill  of 
particulars  in  the  Schine  Circuit  anti- 

trust suit  on  Columbia  Pictures,  in 
accordance  with  an  order  of  the  Fed- 

eral Court  here  last  month. 
The  new,  24-page  bill  is  similar  to 

the  original  bill  of  particulars  but  its 
allegations  refer,  in  most  part,  to  Col- 

umbia's alleged  violations  of  the  anti- trust laws.  However,  U.  S.  Attorney 
George  L.  Grobe,  who  signed  the  bill, 
admits  that  the  Government  is  not  able 
at  this  time  to  state  the  exact  period 
during  which  it  claims  the  Columbia 
violations  occurred. 

Upstate  Clearance 

Adjustment  Is  Set 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Cohen,  and  Hayman's  organization. Under  the  agreement,  the  two  units 
will  work  closely,  harmoniously  on 
organizational  matters,  rather  than  as 
rivals  for  territorial  jurisdiction  and 
membership,  it  was  said. 
Under  the  agreement  between  the 

city  and  state  organizations,  the  juris- 
diction and  membership  territory  of 

Cohen's  organization  is  confined  to  the 
metropolitan  area,  while  that  of  Hay- 
man's  organization  includes  the  rest 
of  the  state.  The  individual  units, 
however,  will  work  in  close  coop- 

eration, much  as  a  single  state  unit, 
on  all  organizational  matters. 



THEY  KNEW 

..AND  THEY'RE 

TELLING 

THE  WORLD! 

DAILY  VARIETY  SAYS- 

"Premiere  staged  by  RKO  convinced  San  Franciscans  that  they,  too, 
knew  what  they  wanted... Police  estimated  crowd  of  50,000  around 

theatre  . . .  House  filled  to  capacity  for  three  premiere  shows." 

EDWIN  SCHALLERT,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES- 

"San  Francisco  premiere  proved  the  picture  to  be  a  noteworthy 
event  in  performances,  story  treatment  and  direction  .  .  .  Large 

crowds  congregated  in  front  of  the  theatre/' 

FILM  DAILY  SAYS- 

"Should  be  big  at  the  box-office...Splendid  dramatic  story,  excellent 
performances,  expert  direction . . .  Can  easily  qualify  as  one  of  the 

best  dramatic  efforts  of  recent  years." 

MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY  SAYS- 

"Moving  and  powerful ...  A  strong  story  ...  of  futility  and  hope,  of 

sordid  passions  and  idyllic  love,  of  tragic  sin  and  epic  forgiveness." 

VARIETY  SAYS- 

"Beautifully  acted,  excellently  directed  and  produced  with  fine  feel- 
ing ...  A  class  picture  for  the  top  first  runs,  guaranteed  to  delight 

the  emotionally  inclined." 

HOLLYWOOD  VARIETY  SAYS- 

"Valid,  powerful  and  enticing  in  its  drama  as  it  was  in  the  theatre 

. . .  Has  the  sure-fire  elements  of  widespread  woman  interest." 

LOUELLA  O.  PARSONS,  L.  A.  HERALD-EXAMINER 

"Charles  Laughton  gives  an  Academy  Award  performance  if  ever  I 
saw  one  .  .  .  Carole  Lombard  proves  she  is  a  fine  dramatic  actress 

...  As  fine  a  picture  as  we  have  seen  in  many  a  day." 

R  K  O 

RADIO 

PICTURES 



50,000  PEOPLE  TRY  TO  CROWD  INTO  SAN  FRAN
CISCO 

WORLD  PRIEMIERE  TUESDAY  NIGHT . . .  BUSINESS  TER- 

RIFIC EVER  SINCE . . .  SMASH  NEW  YORK  OPENING  AT 

RADIO  CITY  YESTERDAY . . .  WIRES  BURNING  WITH  EN- 

THUSIASM FROM  OPENINGS  IN  CHICAGO,  NEW  ORLEANS, 

BOSTON,  PROVIDENCE,  DETROIT,  COLUMBU
S  . . . 

DOZENS  OF  OTHER  FIRST  RUNS  OPENING  NEXT  WE
EK! 

ii 

LOMBARD 

They  Knew  WJ 

IN 

DIRECTED  BY 

GARSON  KANIN 

wit, ̂ WILLIAM  GARGAN  •  HARRY  CAREY  •  FRANK  FAY 



8 Motion  Picture  Daily 
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Office  Worker  Vote 

Called  at  7  Studios 

Washington,  Oct.  10—  The  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board  today 

ordered  an  election  among  the  office, 
clerical,  secretarial  and  accounting 
employes  of  seven  film  companies  to 
determine  whether  they  desire  to  be 
represented  for  collective  bargaining 
purposes  by  the  Screen  Office  Em- 

ployes Guild. 
The  elections,  which  are  to  be  held 

within  30  days,  were  ordered  at  Col- 
umbia, Loew's,  RKO,  Republic,  Hal 

Roach  studios,  Universal  and  Walter 
Wanger  Productions.  An  election  also 
was  ordered  among  the  same  classes 
of  employes  at  20th  Century-Fox,  the 
issue  being  whether  they  shall  be  rep- 

resented by  the  guild  or  the  20th 
Century-Fox  Office  Employes  Guild. 
The  board  dismissed  petitions  for 

elections  at  Selznick  International  be- 
cause it  was  in  the  process  of  reor- 

ganization at  the  time  of  the  hearing, 
and  at  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  on  the 
ground  it  was  not  engaged  in  pro- duction. 

Cassils  File  More 

Data  in  Trust  Suit 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  10. — In  response 

to  a  ruling  by  Federal  Judge  Merrill 
E.  Otis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Cassil 
of  the  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  have 
filed  a  bill  of  particulars  in  connection 
with  their  suit  against  major  distribu- 

tors and  Dubinsky  Brothers  for  $450,- 
000  damages  under  the  anti-trust laws. 
The  bill,  however,  did  not  add  any- 

thing to  the  original  brief  of  the  Cas- 
sils. The  Cassils  pointed  out  they  did 

not  know  whether  the  alleged  agree- 
ments among  defendants  were  oral  or 

written,  but  expressed  the  belief  they 
were  partly  both.  However,  the  bill 
said,  the  Cassils  are  unable  to  furnish 
copies  of  the  written  parts. 

Union  Meetings  Set 
New  Haven,  Oct.  10. — Operators 

Local  273  will  meet  Oct.  20  at  Trades 
Council  Hall,  with  Nelson  Frazier 
presiding.  Matthew  Kennedy,  business 
agent,  reports  that  negotiations  for 
new  contracts  are  nearing  completion 
and  should  be  ready  by  the  end  of  Oc- 

tober. Stage  Employes  Local  74  will 
meet  Oct.  28  with  John  O'Connell 
presiding. 

'Ramparts'  Trial  Oct.  28 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  10.  —  Justice 

William  I.  Schaffer  of  the  State  Su- 
preme Court  today  set  Oct.  28  for  a 

hearing  on  the  state  censors'  ban  of 
"Ramparts  We  Watch,"  granting  the 
request  of  March  of  Time-RKO  to  ad- 

vance the  date  of  the  hearing,  which 
will  be  in  Pittsburgh. 

New  Theatre  Company 
Dover,  Del.,  Oct.  10.— Edge  Moor 

Theatre  Co.  has  been  formed  here  to 
deal  in  places  of  entertainment.  The 
incorporators  are :  T.  Lea  Perot,  Me- 

dia, Pa.;  Daniel  A.  Ward,  Philadel- 
phia, and  R.  B.  Kennedy,  South  Ard- 

more,  Pa. 

Buys  French  Comedy 
I.  E.  Lopert  has  acquired  the  rights 

to  produce  as  a  play  or  film  the 
French  comedy,  "Le  Roi,"  written  by Robert  de  Flers,  G.  A.  de  Caillavet 
and  Emmanuel  Arene. 

Off  the  Antenna 

JUST  to  advise  the  radio  industry  that  television  is  not  dead,  although 
dormant  at  the  moment,  NBC  has  mailed  out  a  six-page  brochure, 

"The  Eyes  Have  It."  Enthusiastic  comments  of  viewers  of  telecasts  from the  Philadelphia  Republican  convention  and  newsreel  shots  of  the  Chicago 
Democratic  convention  are  featured.  The  booklet  recalls  that  the  telegraph 
established  itself  in  1844  when  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse  hooked  up  Annapolis 
and  Washington  to  report  the  Whig  convention  of  that  year. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Jack  Benny  will  have  a  busy  day  Sunday,  Oct.  20,  when 
he  completes  his  NBC-Red  show  for  Jello.  He  will  rush  to  CBS  studios  for  an 
appearance  on  "Screen  Guild  Theatre."  Claudette  Colbert  and  Edward  Arnold 
will  be  on  the  program  Beecham  Pills  has  signed  a  52-week  contract 
with  WHN  for  nine  \S-minuie  programs  weekly.  Famous  Furriers  has  also 
signed  a  year's  contract  for  22  quarter-hours  weekly.  .  .  .  "The  Lamplighter" returns  to  WOR  Sunday  at  10:15  A.M.  under  the  sponsorship  of  A.  Goodman 
&  Sons.  .  .  .  Colgate-P  almolive-P  eet  has  renewed  "Ellen  Randolph"  over  42 
NBC-Red  stations.  .  .  .  Star  Radio  Programs  has  released  promotion  for  its 
annual  Christmas  series,  "Christmas  Tree  of  1940." •  •  • 

Something  new  in  football  forecasters,  a  woman  commentator  who 
will  keep  a  cumulative  score  of  her  correct  predictions,  will  start  over 
WNEW  tonight  at  7:45.  On  Saturdays,  she  will  give  the  scores  and 
compute  her  average.  The  woman  is  Alice  Marble,  the  tennis  champion. •  •  • 

A  new  style  of  records,  with  film  and  stage  stars  reciting  the  parts  for 
which  they  are  best  known,  have  been  put  on  the  market  by  Specialty  Record 
Co.  The  first  five  include  bits  by  John  Barrymore,  Luise  Rainer,  Franchot 
Tone,  Joe  E.  Brown  and  Ilka  Chase.  The  records  begin  with  a  musical  intro- 

duction, Del  Sharbutt  gives  a  brief  description  of  the  scene  and  there  is  back- 
ground music  during  the  recitation.  The  records  bear  no  restriction  against 

radio  use. •  •  • 

WLOF,  Orlando,  Fla.,  will  join  NBC  Oct.  21  as  part  of  the  Blue  Florida 
group.  It  will  be  the  network's  204th  affiliate.  WLOF  operates  on  1,200 k.c.  with  250  watts.    Basic  rate  is  $60  per  evening  hour. 

W.  B.  Dance  Nov.  23 
The  Warner  Club,  organization  of 

home  office  employes,  will  hold  its 
Thanksgiving  dinner-dance  on  Nov. 
23  at  the  Hotel  Commodore.  Mar- 

tin Bennett  is  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments, assisted  by  Harold  Rodner, 

Harry  Mayer,  Bernard  Goodman  and 
Etty  Phillips. 

Settle  Durante  Suit 
Suit  of  Morton  A.  Milman  against 

Jimmy  Durante  for  $4,800  commis- 
sions alleged  due  for  obtaining  a  con- tract for  Durante  on  the  Chase  & 

Sanborn  radio  program  has  been  set- 
tled out  of  court,  according  to  stipu- 

lations filed  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court. 

Theatre  Changes 

Baltimore  House  Reopens 
Baltimore,  Oct.  10.  —  The  Three 

Arts  Theatre  has  reopened  here  un- 
der the  management  of  Eureka  Pro- 

ductions, importers  of  French  and 
Spanish  pictures.  While  the  chief 
policy  will  be  imported  films,  Holly- 

wood product  also  will  be  shown. 

Open  in  New  Haven  Soon 
New  Haven,  Oct.  10.— The  West- 

ville  Theatre,  under  construction  by 
Bailey  Bros,  here,  operators  of  the 
Whalley  and  Whitney  Theatres,  is 
scheduled  to  be  opened  Election  Day. 

Reopens  House  in  Iowa 
Grinnell,  la.,  Oct.  10. — George 

Mart  has  reopened  the  Strand  follow- 
ing extensive  remodeling. 

Resumes  Manager  Post 
New  Orleans,  Oct.  10.  —  In  a 

change  in  the  management  of  the 
Mort  H.  Singer  Liberty,  Johnny 
Quinlan,  who  had  been  ill  for  the 
past  six  months,  will  be  in  sole  charge, 
replacing  Clifford  La  France,  former 
assistant  manager. 

Manages  Kansas  House 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  10.— Nick  Kot- 

sis  has  announced  that  Marvin  Bank, 
son  of  Sol  Bank  of  St.  Louis,  who  is 
associated  with  Kotsis  in  the  operation 
of  the  Lee  Theatre  at  Cherryvale, 
Kan.,  will  manage  the  house. 

Shift  Pittsburgh  Managers 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  10. — Alton  Rea, 

assistant  manager  of  the  Stanley,  a 
Warner  theatre,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Regent,  replacing 
Henry  Sutton,  resigned.  William 
Warrington,  Regent  assistant,  has 
been  named  Stanley  assistant. 

Indianapolis  House  Reopens 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  10. — The  Gran- 

ada, neighborhood  closed  since  July 
31,  has  reopened.  Manager  Earl 
Cunningham  says  that  most  weeks  the 
house  will  be  open  only  Thursday, 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Films 
like  "Boom  Town,"  however,  will 
be  given  a  full-week  showing. 

Reopens  Cincinnati  Suburban 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  10. — Andrew  Nic- 

denthal  has  reopened  the  300-seat  sub- 
urban Belvedere,  closed  for  the  Sum- 
mer. Niedelthal  also  operates  the 

Evanston,  suburban  house. 

Renovates  Conn.  Theatre 
Oakville,  Conn.,  Oct.  10. — Rocco 

Longo  has  closed  the  350-seat  Com- 
munity Theatre  for  a  short  renovation 

period,  during  which  he  will  recon- 
struct and  modernize  the  lobby  and 

redecorate  the  interior. 

Detroit  Bijou  Opens  Soon 
Detroit,  Oct.  10.— The  1,500-seat 

Bijou  will  open  here  shortly  as  a  first 
run  unit  of  W.  S.  Butterfield  Theatres. 

Miller  to  Confer  on 

BMI-Ascap  Dispute 

Although  expressing  the  opinion 
that  a  meeting  between  representa- 

tives of  bandleaders  and  broadcasters 
would  be  futile,  Neville  Miller,  Na- 

tional Association  of  Broadcasters 

president,  has  accepted  Fred  Waring's invitation  to  a  conference,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  A  date  for  the  meet- 

ing will  be  fixed  today. 
Waring  requested  the  conference  in 

an  effort  to  bring  about  some  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  between  Broad- 

cast Music,  Inc.  and  Ascap.  Miller 
asserted  that  Ascap  has  shown  no 
willingness  to  negotiate  and  that  the 
latter  organization  "has  acted  as  an 
aggressor  against  broadcasters  and 
orchestra  leaders  alike."  Miller 
stressed  the  fact,  however,  that  he 
was  "willing  to  meet  with  any  group 
sincerely  interested  in  resolving  the 

performing  rights  problem." 

Urge  Halifax  Sunday 

Shows  for  Soldiers 

Halifax,  Oct.  10.— A  move  to  per- 
mit Sunday  film  shows  here  for  the 

duration  of  the  war  has  been  started. 
The  movement  is  a  popular  one,  with 
exhibitors  taking  no  part  in  it. 

Leaders  point  out  that  there  is  a 
need  for  proper  entertainment  of  men 
in  the  armed  forces  and  those  in  the 
merchant  marine  who  are  waiting  here 
for  convoys.  It  had  been  proposed 
originally  that  churches  be  kept  open 
for  entertainment  purposes  Sundays 
but  it  has  now  shifted  to  theatres  be- 

cause the  latter  are  better  equipped. 
Exhibitors  are  not  active  because  the 
additional  income  would  be  absorbed 
by  the  excess  profits  tax  and  Sunday 
is  welcomed  as  a  day  of  rest.  How- 

ever, the  general  sentiment  among  ex- 
hibitors is  to  open  the  theatres  as  a 

matter  of  patriotic  duty  if  public  de- 
mand is  insistent.  Religious  leaders 

are  opposing  Sunday  films. 

Dismiss  20th-Fox  Suit 
Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert  yes- 

terday signed  an  order  dismissing  the 
suit  of  F.  Gilbert  Pollay,  trading  as 
the  20th  Century  Music  Publishers, 
against  20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp. 
and  20th  Century  Music  Corp.  Dis- 

missal was  by  agreement  of  both 
parties.  Pallay  claimed  he  had  used 
the  name  20th  Century  Music  Pub- 

lishers since  1913  and  demanded  an 

injunction. 

FCC  Hearings  Set 

Washington,  Oct.  10.— The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  ten- 

tatively has  set  hearings  Oct.  31  on 
the  application  of  the  Worcester 
Broadcasting  Corp.  for  a  new  1,420- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  broadcasting  sta- 

tion at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  on  Nov. 
7  on  the  contesting  applications  for  J. 
D.  Falvey  and  the  L.  &  M.  Broadcast- 

ing Co.  for  a  new  1,210-kilocycle,  100- watt  station  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Name  Klein  'U'  Booker 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  10. — Larry 

Klein  has  been  appointed  head  booker 
at  the  Universal  exchange  here. 
Klein,  with  Universal  as  booker  in 
Philadelphia  in  recent  months,  spent 
four  years  with  RKO  in  Minneapolis 
as  manager  and  salesman. 



FRANCES ANN 

BAKER  •  LANGFORD  •  HERBERT  •  BOLAND  •  MILLER 

AND  A  BRILLIANT  CAST  OF  SCREEN  AND  RADIO  STARS 
JOHN  H  AUER- 



N0.1  IN  A  SERIES  OF  ADVERTISEMENTS  ON  A  GREAT  MOTION  PICTURE 

SCHEDULED  FOR  RELEASE  IN  THE  NOVEMBER  16th,   1940  I
SSUE  OF  LIBERTY  MAGAZINE 

4  Stars — Extraordinary 

3  Stars — Excellent 

★★★★ 

"ARISE,  MY  LOVE" 

2  Stars — Good 
1  Star  Poor 
0  Star  Very  Poor 

THE  PLAYERS:     Claudette  Colbert,  Ray  Milland,  Denn
is  O'Keefe,  Walter  Abel.  Dick 

Purcell,  George  Zucco ,  Frank  Puglia,  Cliff  Nazarro,  Michael  Mark,  Esth
er  Dale,  Paul 

Leyssac,  Ann  Codes.     Screen  play  by  Charles  Brack
ett  and  William  Wilder,  based  on  a 

story  by  Benjamin  Glazer  and  John  S.  Toldy.     Dire
cted  by  Mitchell  Leisen.     Produced  by 

Paramount . 

This  exciting  romantic  melodrama,  doubtless  inspired  
by  the  Dahl  case,   is  as 

topical  as  today's  newspaper.     A  young  American  a
viator.  Tom  Martin,  who  has  been 

fighting  with  the  Loyalists  in  Spain,  is  a  priso
ner  of  the  Franco  forces,  condemned 

to  be  shot  at  sunset.     Suddenly  he  learns  that  his
  wife  has  charmed  the  Spanish  high 

command  so  efficiently  that  he  has  been  pardoned,   
that  he  may  go  home  with  the  appeal- 

ing petitioner.     Since  Martin  has  no  wife,  he  is  
baffled— but  appreciative.  Then 

comes  the  "wife"  who  is  a  pretty  American  newspaper  g
irl  on  the  trail  of  a  big  story. 

They  barely  make  their  escape.     All  this  is  t
he  fantastic  start  to  a  fervid,  tense 

romance  taking  place  just  as  the  Nazi  war  mac
hine  gets  under  way  to  roll  over  Europe. 

Foreign  Correspondent  was  a  fine  yarn  of  espion
age,  and  the  war,   this  is  one  of 

American  newspaper  folk  trying  to  cover  the  bloody
  cataclysm.     It  has  paoe,  grip, 

humor.     You  will  like  Rav  Milland  better  than  y
ou  ever  have  liked  him  before  as  the 

skyman,  Claudette  Colbert  is  highly  effective
  as  the  woman  reporter,  outstanding  bits 

are  contributed  by  Walter  Abel  as  the  harassed 
 head  of  a  Paris  news  bureau  and  by 

Cliff  Nazarro  as  a  double-talk  newspaper  camera
man.     A  tribute,   too,   is  due  Mitchell 

Leisen's  neatly  sustained  direction. 
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Para.-Warner 

Product  Deal 

Off  in  Phila. 

Balaban,    Warner  Will 
Confer  in  New  York 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  13. — Unable  to 
reach  an  agreement  with  the  Warner 
Circuit  here  on  its  new  season  product, 
(Paramount  is  selling  away  from  the 
dominating  chain  in  this  area. 
Camden,  Wilmington  and  other 

nearby  Warner  situations  are  also  af- 
fected. So  serious  is  the  situation  con- 

sidered by  the  two  companies  that,  it 
was  learned  authoritatively,  Barney 
Balaban,  Paramount  president,  will 
confer  with  Harry  M.  Warner  on  the 
matter  in  New  York. 
Reports  are  that  key  houses 

in  leading  neighborhoods  are  being 
lined  up  by  Paramount  for  deals,  with 
Milt  Rogasner  of  the  Iris  reported  to 
have  been  signed  up.  It  is  also  known 
that  Al  Boyd  and  William  Goldman 
are  at  the  signing  stage. 
The  Erlanger  may  be  leased  for 

first  runs  if  the  New  York  confer- 
ences fail  to  effect  a  settlement. 

Warners  Selling  Away 
From  Sparks  Likely 
The  probability  that  Warners  may 

sell  their  new  season  product  away 
from  E.  J.  Sparks  All-Florida  circuit, 

{Continued  on  page  2) 

Decree  Peace  Assured; 

All  Obstacles  Removed 

'Dictator'  Opens  in 

3  Cities  This  Month 

At  Advanced  Price 

Additional  openings  of  "The  Great 
Dictator"  have  been  set  for  Philadel- 

phia, Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo,  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  month.  Ad- 

vanced admission  scales  will  be  es- 
tablished for  the  run  of  the  picture 

at  all  three  locations,  as  in  New  York 
and  Chicago,  where  opening  plans  al- 

ready have  been  announced. 
In  addition,  a  deal  for  the  picture  to 

play  the  entire  Warner  Circuit  at  a 
later  date  was  closed  by  Harry  Gold, 
United  Artists  Eastern  and  Canadian 
general  sales  manager,  and  Clayton 
Bond,  for  the  circuit,  over  the  week- 
end. 
The  Philadelphia  engagement  will 

be  at  the  Aldine,  beginning  either  Oct. 
23  or  24.  Admissions  will  be  $1.10 
evenings  and  75  cents  for  matinees, 
with  continuous  showings  and  no  seats 
reserved  after  opening  night.  The 
same  policy  will  prevail  at  the  War- 

ner, Pittsburgh,  where  the  picture  will 
{Continued  on  page  3) 

Wind '  Grossed  $1 , 1 60, 000 

At  Two  Broadway  Houses 

"Gone  With  the  Wind"  closed  its 
43-week  run  at  the  Astor  Theatre  last 
night  with  an  estimated  total  gross  of 
$560,000  for  the  run,  or  an  average  of 
$13,000  a  week.  Together  with  the 
Capitol  gross  of  about  $600,000  for 
the  film's  run  there  of  llJ/->  weeks,  the 
collective  Broadway  gross  was  $1,- 
160,000. 
The  length  of  the  run  at  the  Astor 

has  been  exceeded  only  by  "The  Big 
Parade,"  which  played  95  weeks"  at 
the  Astor.  The  same  comparison  ap- 

plies to  grosses  on  the  two  films. 
With  the  completion  shortly  of  the 

Chicago  and  Los  Angeles  engage- 
ments of  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  the 

picture  will  be  taken  out  of  circula- 
tion in  the  United  States  until  next 

year. 
The  Selznick  film  opened  last  Dec. 

19  on  Broadway  in  a  double  premiere 
at  the  Astor  and  Capitol.  The  Astor 
policy  was  two-a-day  reserved  from 

75  cents  to  $2.20,  while  the  Capitol 
played  continuous  performances  at  75 
cents  to  $1.65. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Capitol 
run,  the  film  continued  at  the  Astor  on 
the  same  policy  and  engagements  were 
started  at  Loew  key  houses  in  New 
York  late  in  March.  It  also  played 
several  selected  theatres  in  the  city, 
such  as  the  Little  Carnegie. 
During  the  10-month  run  at  the 

Astor,  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  thus 
was  competing  against  itself  during 
much  of  the  period,  and  at  lower 

prices. Other  films  having  long  runs  at  the 
Astor  are :  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips," 
26  weeks,  in  1939 ;  "Broadway  Mel- 

ody," 26  weeks,  1929 ;  "Pygmalion," 
23  weeks,  1938-1939;  "Rogue  Song," 
21  weeks,  1930;  "Grand  Hotel  "  20 
weeks,  1932 ;  "Great  Ziegfeld,  19 
weeks,  1936;  "Hollywood  Revue,"  18 
weeks,  1929 ;  "Dinner  at  Eight,"  12 weeks,  1933. 

All  Pending  Trust  Suits  Will  Be  Dropped 

Against  Assenting  Companies,  as  Will 

Chicago  and  Coast  Contempt  Actions 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
It's  all  aboard  for  the  consent  decree.  Only  very  little  remains  to 

be  completed  on  the  document  before  it  is  finally  presented  by  the 
Government  and  the  Big  5  to  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 

The  pending  Federal  contempt  actions  in  Chicago  and  Los  An- 
geles will  be  dropped  and  the  pending  court  decrees  there  will  be 

amended  so  that  in  substance  they  will  parallel  the  New  York  doc- ument. 

All  pending  anti-trust  suits,  wherever  pending,  will  be  dismissed 

as  against  the  producers  and  distributors. 
The  provisions  in  the  proposed 

New  York  case  consent  decree  on 

unit  selling  in  blocks-of-five  and 
trade  showings  stand  as  drafted. 

Another  postponement  of  one 
week  of  the  hearing  on  the  pro- 

posed consent  decree  scheduled 
for  tomorrow  will  be  asked  of 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 

dard by  Government  attorneys. 
However,  Government  sources  indi- 

cated over  the  weekend  that  there  was 
but  little  possibility  of  the  decree  be- 

ing presented  to  the  court  at  the  ad- 
journed hearing  next  week  and  that  a 

further  postponement,  also  probably  of 
one  week,  would  be  asked  at  that  time. 
The  additional  time  is  required  solely 
to  complete  the  redrafting  work  which 
is  now  in  progress,  and  for  final  con- ferences and  signing. 
Government  lawyers  and  company 

representatives  have  been  arduously 
engaged  over  the  past  few  days  put- 

ting the  finishing  touches  on  the  docu- ment. 

Whether    Ed    Kuykendall's  latest visit  to  the  Department  of  Justice  in 
Washington  over  the  weekend,  will 
have  any  effect  on  the  document  or (Continued  on  page  2) 

Chaplin  Here 

For  Premiere 

Charlie  Chaplin,  star,  author  and 

producer  of  "The  Great  Dictator,"  ar- rived in  New  York  by  plane  Saturday 
afternoon.  Last 
night  at  the 

Waldorf  -  As- toria he  told 
the  press  of  the 
film,  in  advance 
of  its  premiere 
tomorrow  even- 

ing at  the  Astor 
and  Capitol. 
This  was  Chap- lin's first  visit 
to  New  York  in 
about  10  years. 

Chaplin  esti- mated that "The  Great 

Dictator"  will cost  $2,200,000 
by  the  time  all  costs  are  computed.  He 
said  the  picture  is  pure  comedy  and 
satire,  and  that  was  his  aim  in  produc- 

ing it,  not  propaganda  against  the totalitarian  states. 

Charlie  Chaplin 

Funeral  of  Tom  Mix 

On  Coast  Wednesday 

Hollywood,  Oct.  13. — The  funeral 
of  Tom  Mix,  60,  who  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  near  Florence, 
Ariz.,  late  yesterday,  will  be  Wednes- 

day morning  at  the  Little  Church  of 
the  Flowers,  Glendale.  His  body  will 
lie  in  state  here  Tuesday.  He  retired 
from  films  in  1932,  after  starring  in 
370  pictures  in  24  years. 

Allied  States  Heads 

Will  Meet  on  Decree 
Washington,  Oct.  13. — A  meeting 

of  the  Allied  States  executive  commit- 
tee will  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Oct.  21, 

to  give  further  consideration  to  the 
policy  to  be  adopted  by  the  organiza- 

tion on  the  proposed  Federal  decree. 
The  meeting,  which  was  called  by 

Abram  F.  Myers,  board  chairman  and 
general  counsel  of  Allied,  over  the 
weekend,  will  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  convention  of  Allied  of  West- 

ern Pennsylvania. 

1 
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Personal 

Mention 

U.S.  Decree  Peace  Assured; 

All  Obstacles  Are  Removed 

SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  president  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  is  expected  to 

return  from  the  Coast  about  Nov.  1. 
• 

George  S.  Law,  for  some  time  on 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Hanson  cir- 

cuit, has  rej  oined  the  home  office  book- 
ing department  in  Toronto. • 

E.  J.  Sparks  and  Fred  Kent  of  the 
Sparks  All-Florida  Circuit  left  for 
Miami  over  the  weekend  after  several 
days  of  conferences  with  Warner  home 
office  officials. 

John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district 
manager  in  Pittsburgh,  celebrates  a 
birthday  today. 

Jack  Harris,  promoted  to  manage 
the  Holme  Theatre  in  Philadelphia, 
has  returned  from  Hollywood. • 

William  Quinliven,  Warner  ex- 
change manager  in  Philadelphia,  is  ill 

with  pneumonia. 

Dale  Woodruff,  associate  manager 
of  the  Rialto,  Allentown,  Pa.,  has  en- 

listed in  the  National  Guard. 

Sidney  Klepper,  assistant  at  the 
Palace,  Hartford,  Conn.,  has  returned 
from  a  honeymoon  at  Virginia  Beach. • 

Lee  Bowman  is  here  from  the 
Coast. 

Aileen  Brenon  of  the  Paramount 
home  office  publicity  department  will 
arrive  on  the  Coast  today  for  a  two- 
weeks'  visit  at  the  studio. • 

Wesley  Ruggles  is  here  for  a  brief 
visit  before  leaving  on  a  South  Amer- 

ican vacation  with  Mrs.  Ruggles. 

Michalove  Delays 

Trip  to  Australia 
Dan  Michalove,  assistant  to  Sidney 

R.  Kent,  20th  Century-Fox  president, 
has  postponed  his  scheduled  trip 
to  Australia  for  a  month,  due  to  the 
unsettled  situation  in  the  Far  East. 
Michalove  was  to  have  left  for  the 
Coast  over  the  weekend,  preparatory 
to  sailing  for  Australia  from  Los  An- 

geles. It  was  to  have  been  his  an- 
nual four-month  inspection  Strip  in 

connection  with  20th  Century-Fox's theatre  and  film  interests  in  Australia. 

W.  B.  Theatre  Zone 

Contest  Is  Started 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  13. — Ted 
Schlanger,  Warner  zone  head,  has 
just  instituted  a  new  drive,  "The Drive  to  Meet  and  Beat  the  Emer- 

gency," with  105  house  managers  in 
the  nine  districts  participating  for 
$4,000  cash  prizes.  Awards  are  based 
on  the  greatest  gross  increase  at  each 
competing  theatre  with  quarterly  cash 
prizes  for  the  leading  district,  con- 

test ending  Aug.  31,  1941. 
Managers  producing  new  ideas  for 

revenue  in  addition  to  those  who  con- 
duct outstanding  campaigns  will  also 

be  eligible  to  compete  in  the  New  Joe 
Bernhard  car  contest,  three  autos 
awarded  at  the  end  of  the  season  by 
the  circuit  head  personally. 

(■Continued  from  page  1) 
compel  changes  to  be  made  before  it 
is  presented  for  the  court's  approval in  New  York  remains  to  be  seen. 

It  is  the  unofficial  opinion  of  De- 
partment of  Justice  officials  that  there 

can  be  no  change  and  that  the  decree 
as  drafted  represents  the  best  possible 
result  which  was  to  have  been  ob- 

tained by  the  monopoly  suit. 
Government  Cannot  Retreat 

It  is  said  to  be  the  Government's position  that  exhibitors  caused  the 
New  York  suit  to  be  brought  and  now 
that  the  suit  is  about  to  be  solved,  the 
exhibitors  are  turning  back.  How- 

ever, the  Government  holds  that  it 
cannot  retreat  now. 

There  was  a  brief  period  in  the  past 
few  weeks  when  it  seemed  that  differ- 

ences between  some  of  the  company 
defendants  and  the  Government  re- 

garding some  aspects  of  the  pending 
contempt  actions  in  Chicago  and  else- 

where might  upset  all  the  negotiations. 
However,  the  Government  has  agreed 
to  meet  whatever  important  objections 
these  defendants  made  and  the  road  to 
a  peace  pact  is  now  clear. 

United  Artists,  Universal  and 
Columbia,  of  course,  are  taking 
an  independent  course  in  the 
situation.  They  expect  to  pre- 

sent strong  objections  against 
the  decree  to  the  court. 

Toronto's  Handbill 
Ordinance  Nullified 

Toronto,  Oct.  13. — Justice  Urqu- 
hart  of  the  Appeal  Court  here  has 
ruled  that  the  municipality  of  New 
Toronto  cannot  enforce  a  bylaw  pro- 

hibiting the  distribution  of  handbills, 
heralds  and  other  printed  matter,  con- 

victions against  two  house-to-house 
distributors  being  quashed. 

The  town  had  put  a  bylaw  into  ef- 
fect to  put  a  complete  ban  on  hand- 
bill distribution,  but  the  result  of  the 

appeal  has  put  an  end  to  a  move  ,  on 
the  part  of  various  municipalities  in 
Ontario  to  prohibit  the  use  of  heralds. 
It  was  found  that  such  a  law  is  not 
permissible  under  the  Statutes  of  On- tario. 

Maurice  Neilson  Dies 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  Oct.  13. — Maurice 
Neilson,  32,  shipper  at  the  local  ex- 

change of  Regal  Films,  died  from 
typhoid  fever  after  a  week's  illness. He  had  been  on  the  Regal  staff  for 
about  seven  years.  Surviving  are  his 
widow  and  a  two-year-old  son. 

Toronto  Sees  'Years' 
Toronto,  Oct.  13. — "Sixty  Glorious 

Years,"  British  feature  dealing  with 
the  life  of  Queen  Victoria,  has  been 
released  in  Toronto  after  a  delay  of 
more  than  16  months,  although  it  had 
been  approved  by  the  censors  at  the start. 

'Flames'  Opening  Set 
Paramount's  "World  in  Flames" 

will  have  its  world  premiere  at  the 
Columbia  Theatre  in  Washington  on 
Thursday.  The  film  will  be  released 
nationally  Oct.  25,  and  will  open  at 
the  Criterion  on  Broadway  Oct.  23. 

Exhibitor  bodies  such  as  the  Allied 
of  New  York,  of  which  Max  A.  Cohen 
is  president,  also  have  stated  that  it 

will  attempt  to  obtain  the  court's  dis- 
approval on  the  pact. 

Qualified  Approval  by  Allied 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  of 

National  Allied,  has  given  the  pro- 
posed decree  qualified  approval,  but 

the  organization  itself,  as  a  body,  has 
not  indicated  what  its  will  on  the  mat- 

ter is. 
Assistant  U.  S.  Attorneys  General 

James  Hayes  and  Robert  Wright  went 
to  Washington  over  the  weekend  to 
confer  with  Department  of  Justice 
officials  there  on  the  proposed  changes 
in  the  decree  advanced  by  the  consent- 

ing companies  last  week,  all  of  which 
are  asserted  to  be  of  minor  impor- 

tance. Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Thurman  Arnold  returned  to 

Washington  last  Friday  from  an  ex- 
tended trip  and  received  the  report  of 

his  assistants  on  developments  during 
his  absence.  The  decree  is  being  pre- 

sented to  him  section  by  section  for study. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  negotiators 
for  both  sides  is  continuing  its  work 
here  today  on  the  rules  of  arbitration 
which  will  supplement  the  decree. 
Further  negotiating  conferences  on  the 
decree  itself  will  be  held  here  to- morrow. 

Mexican  Exhibitors 

Seek  Help  in  Strike 
Mexico  City,  Oct.  13. — The  Mexi- 

can Exhibitors  Union  has  appealed  to 
President  Lazaro  Cardenas  and  the 
local  Municipal  Government  for  fair 
play  for  owners  of  the  Cervantes  cir- 

cuit of  five  large  neighborhood  the- 
atres here  which  have  been  closed  for 

a  month  by  a  strike  to  enforce  de- mands for  almost  doubling  wages  and 
numerous  economic  concessions. 
Two  leading  theatres  of  the  port 

of  Vera  Cruz,  the  Eslava  and  Va- 
riedades,  are  shut  by  a  strike  to 
force  the  exhibitors  to  pay  higher 
wages,  reduce  working  hours  and  grant 
numerous  economic  benefits. 

Producers  Lab  Seeks 

To  Enjoin  Pickets 
Producers  Laboratories,  Inc., 

brought  suit  Friday  against  M.  P. 
Laboratory  Technicians  Union,  Local 
702,  to  enjoin  the  union  from  picket- 

ing the  company's  premises.  A  strike 
was  called  by  the  union  last  week  fol- 

lowing a  dispute  concerning  vacations 
with  pay.  A  hearing  on  a  motion 
for  a  temporary  injunction  pending 
final  determination  of  the  dispute  will 
be  heard  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
tomorrow. 

New  'Ecstasy'  Suit 
Max  Weingarten  and  Michael  N. 

Wyngate,  Inc.,  have  filed  suit  in  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  Eureka  Pro- 

ductions, Inc.,  Samuel  A.  Cummins, 
Jacques  A.  Koerpel  and  Rose  Chatkin 
for  $100,000  damages.  Plaintiffs  claim 
they  have  a  contract  to  release  "Ec- 

stasy," Czech  film,  with  Elekta  Films 
and  the  defendants  are  refusing  to  give it  up. 

Late  Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Oct.  13.  —  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  president,  who  will  ar- 

rive here  Monday  from  New  York,  is 
expected  to  remain  at  the  studio  for  at 
least  two  weeks. 

Samuel  Bronston  will  leave  for  New 
York  by  plane  Monday  night  to  con- 

fer with  Maurice  Silverstone,  United 
Artists  chief  executive,  on  distribution 

plans  for  "Martin  Eden." 

Rene  Clair,  French  director,  has 
been  signed  by  Universal  to  direct 
"Countess  of  New  Orleans,"  which will  be  his  first  American  picture.  Joe 
Pasternak  will  produce  and  Marlene 
Dietrich  will  be  starred. 

William  Morgan,  film  editor  of  Re- 
public's "Hit  Parade"  and  other  lead- ing pictures  from  that  studio,  has  been 

made  a  director  and  assigned  to  "Bow- 
ery Boy"  for  his  first  picture. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  presi- dent, has  approved  plans  for  a  new series  of  four  pictures  featuring  the "East  Side  Kids,"  headed  by  Leo Gorcey.    Sam  Katzman  will  produce 

Para.  Selling  Away 

From  W.  B.  in  Phila. {Continued  from  page  1) 

a  Paramount  affiliate,  appeared  in- 
creasingly likely  when  Sparks  re- turned to  Florida  over  the  weekend 

without  ironing  out  his  differences 
with  the  company,  despite  several  days of  conferences  with  Warner  home office  officials. 

It  was  stated  here,  however,  that 
the  negotiations  will  be  resumed  later. 

Frudenfeld  to  Speak 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  13.— Arthur  Fru- 

denfeld, RKO  division  manager  here, 
will  address  the  local  Better  Motion 
Picture  Council  Oct.  28  on  the  history of  films. 

Belmont  Theatre  Leased 
French  Films  Import  Co.,  Inc.,  has 

leased  the  Belmont  Theatre,  the  lease 
to  begin  at  the  termination  of  the  run 
of  "Here  Is  Ireland." 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 
(Registered  V.  S.  Patent  Office) 

Published  daily  except  Saturday,  Sunday  and 
holidays  by  Quigley  Publishing  Company, 
Inc.,  1270  Sixth  Avenue,  Rockefeller  Center, 
New  York  City.  Telephone  Circle  7-3100. 
Cable  address  "Quigpubco,  New  York."  Mar- tin Quigley,  Editor-in-Chief  and  Publisher; 
Colvin  Brown,  Vice-President  and  General 
Manager;  Watterson  R.  Rothacker,  Vice 
President;  Sara  Shain,  Editor;  Alfred  L. 
Finestone,  Managing  Editor;  James  A. 
Cron,  Advertising  Manager;  Chicago  Bureau, 
624  South  Michigan  Avenue,  C.  B.  O'Neill, manager;  Hollywood  Bureau,  Postal  Union 
Life  Building,  Boone  Mancall,  manager,  Wil- liam R.  Weaver,  Editor;  London  Bureau,  4 
Golden  Square,  London  Wl,  Hope  Williams, 
manager,  cable  address  "Quigpubco,  Lon- don." All  contents  copyrighted  1940  by  Quig- 

ley Publishing  Company,  Inc.  Other  Quigley 
publications:  Motion  Picture_  Herald,  Better 
Theatres,  International  Motion  Picture  Al- manac and  Fame.  Entered  as  second  class 
matter,  Sept.  23,  1938,  at  the  post  office  at 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the  act  of  March 
3,  1879.  Subscription  rates  per  year  $6  in  the 
Americas  and  $12  foreign.  Single  copies  10c. 



Monday,  October  14,  1940 Motion  Picture  Daily 3 

Feature  Reviews 

"World  in  Flames" 
{Paramount) 
HERE,  in  a  compilation  of  newsreel  material  of  expert  selection,  are 

the  highlights  of  a  decade  in  the  world's  history,  a  decade  which 
began  with  the  virtual  economic  collapse  of  the  western  countries  and 
led  step  by  step  to  dictatorships  and  the  conflagration  touched  off  by  their 
aggression. 

The  film  imparts  a  tremendous  emotional  impact,  as  it  pictures  graphi- 
cally the  horror  of  the  modern  war  of  machines  to  the  defenseless  women 

and  children  of  invaded  countries.  At  the  same  time  it  carries  a  ringing 
challenge  to  the  United  States  and  its  peace-loving,  free  people  to 
arm  with  all  their  might  to  protect  themselves  from  the  lengthening 
shadow  of  the  dictators'  ambition-made  war. 

The  picture  was  produced  by  Albert  J.  Richard,  Editor  of  Paramount 
News,  and  written  and  documented  by  William  J.  Park.  Gregory 
Abbott,  Gilbert  Martyn  and  Tom  Chalmers  supplied  the  accompaning 
narrative.  Especially  effective  are  the  actual  war  scenes  and  descrip- 

tions of  Arthur  Menken,  Paramount's  war  cameraman. 
Year  by  year,  with  the  dramatic  force  of  actual  pictures,  are  shown 

the  market  crash  of  1929;  the  building  of  armed  legions  by  Mussolini; 
the  Japanese  thrust  into  China;  the  German  upheaval  following  the 
death  of  Hindenburg,  which  brought  Hitler  to  power ;  the  grab  of  Ethi- 

opia; the  Spanish  revolt,  a  testing  ground  for  German  and  Italian  men 
and  planes,  and  the  events  of  the  past  several  years  which  all  the  world 
knows  only  too  well.  It  is  a  challenging  and  provocative  screen  docu- 
ment. 

Running  time,  60  minutes.    "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"Mozart" 
(Juno  Films,  Inc.) 

Mozart's  struggle  for  recognition  and  the  devotion  of  his  wife,  with 
whose  aid  he  ultimately  achieves  fame,  is  the  main  concern  of  this  film 
biography  of  the  immortal  composer.  His  works  are  heard  throughout 
the  film,  recorded  by  the  London  Philharmonic  Orchestra  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  Thomas  Beecham.  The  film  was  made  in  England  by 
Basil  Dean. 

The  story  is  in  retrospect,  starting  with  a  tour  of  Mozart's  home  and 
then  via  the  flashback  method,  he  is  seen  as  a  child  and  already  accom- 

plished musician.  The  story  picks  up  years  later  as  he  leaves  home 
seeking  fame  and  fortune  which,  of  course,  he  realizes  only  after  years 
of  effort. 

Although  the  dialogue  is  at  times  awkwardly  handled,  Stephen  Hag- 
gard and  Victoria  Hopper  are  convincing  in  the  top  roles.  John  Loder 

is  good  as  the  prince  seeking  the  affections  of  Mozart's  wife.  The  ardent 
music  lover  probably  will  overlook  the  production  flaws. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.  "G."* 

"The  Face  at  the  Window" 
(Arthur  Ziehm,  Inc.) 

A  series  of  murders  by  a  grotesque  creature  known  as  the  "wolf," 
suspicious  characters  and  eerie  situations,  against  a  background  of 
dark  Paris  in  1880,  are  concocted  into  a  splendid  horror  film.  The  situa- 

tions are  highly  implausible,  of  course,  and  the  film  will  probably  be 
met  with  cynical  reaction  by  some  audiences,  but  it  is  perfect  entertain- 

ment for  the  addicts  of  screen  terrorism. 
Made  in  England,  the  story  was  originally  a  play,  adapted  for  the 

screen  by  A.  R.  Rawlinson,  and  directed  by  George  King.  Tod  Slaughter. 
Marjorie  Taylor  and  John  Warwick  are  the  principal  players. 

The  tale  revolves  about  the  machinations  of  Slaughter,  ostensibly  a 
wealthy  financier,  who  is  actually  the  murderer.  In  committing  the 
crimes  he  employs  a  deformed  half-brother,  the  mere  sight  of  whom 
stuns  the  intended  victim,  who  is  then  stabbed  by  Slaughter. 

Running  time,  65  minutes.  "G."* 

Fight  to  Hold  Sunday 
Films  in  Reading,  Pa. 

Reading,  Pa.,  Oct.  13.— The Associated  Group  of  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Managers, 
organized  to  retain  Sunday 
films  here,  fired  the  first  gun 
in  the  campaign  by  placing 
display  advertisements  in  the 
local  newspapers.  In  addition, 
permission  was  obtained 
from  the  city  to  erect  cam- 

paign banners  across  city 
streets  boosting  continuance 
of  the  Sunday  film  shows.  It 
was  the  first  time  in  many 
years  that  the  city  issued  a 
permit  for  street  banners. 

'Dictator'  Opens  in 

3  Cities  This  Month 

At  Advanced  Price 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
open  Oct.  25,  and  at  the  Great  Lakes, 
Buffalo,  where  it  will  open  Oct.  31. 

Tomorrow  night's  dual  opening  of 
the  picture  at  the  Astor  and  Capitol 
here  will  be  preceded  by  a  press  show- 

ing at  the  Astor  tonight.  Among 
those  who  will  attend  are  the  follow- 
ing: 

Arthur  Hays  Sulzberger,  Bosley 
Crowther,  Thomas  Pryor,  Theodore 
Strauss,  Winifred  Spear,  Howard 
Barnes,  Arthur  Folwell,  Robert  Dana, 
Kate  Cameron,  Dorothy  Masters, 
Martin  Quigley,  Danton  Walker, 
Terry  Ramsaye,  Sam  Shain,  Jack  Ali- 
coate,  Chester  Bahn,  William  White, 
Maurice  Kann,  Wanda  Hale,  Ed 
Sullivan,  Lee  Mortimer,  Pete  Harri- 

son, Walter  Winchell,  Charles  Lewis, 
Kenneth  McCaleb,  Ted  Friend, 
Damon  Runyon,  Tex  McCreery, 
Aileen  Creelman,  Edmond  Bartnett, 
Archer  Winston,  Leonard  Lyons  and 
Dixie  Tighe. 

Also :  Irene  Thirer,  William  Boeh- 
nel,  George  Ross,  Maxine  Cook,  Frank 
Farrell,  Jack  Foster,  Rose  Pelswick, 
Jack  Smith,  Dorothy  Kilgallen,  Louis 
Sobol,  G.  E.  Blackford,  Paul  Schoen- 
stein,  Herbert  Cohn,  Leo  Mishkin, 
Cecelia  Ager,  Ralph  Ingersoll,  John 
McManus,  George  Lait,  Ira  Wolfert, 
Don  Sutton,  Marian  Kendrick,  Mark 
Barron,  Westbrook  Pegler,  Ernest  L. 
Meyer,  Walter  Lipman,  Mike  Porter, 
Otis  Weise,  Pare  Lorentz,  Abel 
Green,  Jack  Harrison,  Jay  Emanuel 
and  Don  Mersereau. 
WHN  will  broadcast  the  ceremonies 

at  the  premiere  from  8:15  to  8:45. 
Jack  Oakie  will  act  as  master  of  cere- 
monies. 

'Bagdad'  Trade 
Shows  This  Week 

Trade  showings  of  Alexander  Kor- 
da's  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  will  be 
held  throughout  the  country  during 
the  week  beginning  tomorrow.  The 
picture  will  have  its  world  premiere 
tonight  at  the  Warm  Springs,  Ga., 
Foundation  under  the  sponsorship  of 
President  Roosevelt. 

Prominent  exhibitors  in  each  trade 
area  will  act  as  honorary  hosts  for  the 
trade  showings  to  be  held  during  the 
next  week.  A  schedule  of  the  show- 

ings follows. 
Oct.  15,  Blue  Mouse,  Portland.  Oct. 

17,  Rhodes,  Atlanta ;  Ingersoll,  Des 
Moines  ;  Broadway,  Denver  ;  Esquire, 
St.  Louis,  and  Colony,  Cleveland. 
Oct.  18,  Rialto,  Pittsburgh;  Forrest, 
Cincinnati ;  Egyptian,  Seattle  ;  Tower, 
Milwaukee ;  Esquire,  Chicago ;  St. 
Louis  Park,  Minneapolis ;  Dundee, 
Omaha ;  Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven  ; 
Brookside,  Kansas  City ;  Valencia, 
Baltimore  ;  Uptown,  Boston  ;  Niagara, 
Buffalo.  Oct.  20,  Carolina,  Charlotte. 
Oct.  21,  Bell,  New  Orleans,  and  Mel- 

rose. Dallas. 

New  M-G-M  Series 
Hollywood.  Oct.  13. — M-G-M'  is 

inaugurating  a  new  series  featuring 
Ann  Rutherford  and  John  Shelton. 
The  first  will  be  "Keeping  Company," with  Virginia  Weidler.  S.  Sylvan 
Simon  will  direct. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Loach  and  Golden 

Leave  for  Studios 

Thomas  P.  Loach,  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  Monogram,  left  by 
automobile  for  the  Coast,  where  he 
will  take  up  permanent  quarters. 
Edward  A.  Golden,  in  charge  of 

sales,  left  Saturday  night  by  plane, 
planning  stopovers  in  Buffalo,  Cleve- 

land, Detroit,  Chicago,  Kansas  City, 
Oklahoma  City  and  Dallas. 

To  Show  Mills  Coin 

Machines  Monday 
James  Roosevelt  and  Fred  Mills 

will  hold  the  Eastern  premiere  of 
Mills  Panorama  Movie  Machine  and 
"Soundies"  at  a  press  and  trade  re- 

ception at  the  Starlight  Roof  of  the 
Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel  next  Mon- 

day evening.  The  companies  involved 
are  Globe  Productions,  Inc.,  and 
Mills  Novelty  Co. 

Details  Completed 

On  Red  Cross  Film 
Arrangements  have  been  completed 

for  the  special  industry  film  contrib- 
uted for  the  American  Red  Cross 

membership  campaign  starting  Nov. 
11,  according  to  Major  L.  E.  Thomp- 

son, general  chairman  of  the  Red 
Cross  Theatres  Committee. 
Production  costs  were  contributed 

by  Warners,  which  produced  the  film. 
Deanna  Durbin  and  several  other  stars 
appear  in  the  short  subject,  including 
Edward  Arnold,  Kay  Kyser,  James 

Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien,  Gene  Autry  and others. 

Eastman  Kodak  donated  2,000,000 
feet  of  film  for  the  prints  and  DuPont 
contributed  300,000  feet.  Consolidated 
Film  Industries  will  make  all  prints  at 
the  Fort  Lee  plant.  Nine  companies 
will  handle  distribution.  A  second 
picture  is  planned,  starring  Priscilla Lane. 

Set  Chicago  Drive 

On  Community  Fund 
Chicago,  Oct.  13. — The  drive  to 

raise  funds  for  the  Amusement  Di- 
vision of  the  Community  Fund  here 

was  launched  with  a  luncheon  at  the 
Morrison  Hotel. 

Jack  Kirsch,  chairman,  John  Bala- 
ban  and  Edward  Silverman,  co-chair- 

men of  the  committee,  addressed  the 
various  exhibitors,  labor  leaders  and 
exchange  officials  who  were  present. 
The  motion  picture  quota  is  $25,000. 

More  Entertainers 

For  Lodge  Banquet 
Abe  Lyman,  Milton  Berle,  Ed  Sul- 

livan and  Romo  Vincent  have  been 

added  to  the  program  of  the  B'nai B'rith  Cinema  Lodge  annual  banquet 
and  ball  Oct.  26  at  the  Hotel  Penn- 

sylvania, according  to  Robert  M. 
Weitman,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 

ment committee. 

To  Play  Stage  Units 

Alliance,  O.,  Oct.  13.— The  Co- 
lumbia, which  has  been  playing  first 

run  double  features,  will  play  stage 
units,  when  available,  one  or  two  days 
each  week,  according  to  Ray  Wallace, 
manager. 

RKO  Signs  French  Star 
Michele  Morgan,  French  star,  has 

been  signed  to  a  long  term  contract 
by  RKO,  and  is  due  from  Lisbon  on 
the  Atlantic  Clipper  on  Wednesday. 
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RADIO  CITY  DRAWING  CAPACITY  CROWDS 

. . .  WEEK-END  BUSINESS  THERE  AND  AT 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CHICAGO,  BOSTON, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  PROVIDENCE,  DETROIT 

AND  COLUMBUS  SOARS  TOWARD  PEAK 

WEEKS  . . .  HOLDOVERS  SET  AND  THE 

YEAR'S  GREAT  DRAMA  READIES  FOR  MORE 

BIG  OPENINGS  THIS  WEEK  AND  NEXT! 

in 
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m*  v/nn^nON,  N.y.  DAILY  NEW!* 

I  finely  acted  and  superbly  directed  motion  pic- 

ire .. .  Story  a  deeply  stirring  manifestation  of 

ission  in  various  forms  ...  A  mixture  of  hearty 

imedy  and  tense  drama." 

This  tense,  powerful  portrayal  of  Sidney  Howard's 

ulitzer  Prize-winning  play  is  the  best  picture  to 

tnant  the  Music  Hall  since  'Rebecca'.  Like  that  film 

will  receive  serious  consideration  for  the  Acad- 

emy Award." 

BARN 

"Recreates  a  real  chunk 

of  human  experience . . . 

Few  enough  motion  pic- 

tures do  this,  and  when 

one  does,  it  should  be 

saluted ...  It  is  an  excel- 

lent film...absorbing  and 

moving... deserves  to  be 

called  distinguished." 

"A  fine  and  moving  comedy-drama  .  .  .  The  acting 

in  every  way  is  superb  . .  .  Charles  Laughton  gives 

a  heartrending  performance,  and  fine  jobs  are 

turned  in  by  Miss  Lombard  and  Gargan  as  the  two 

who  sin." 

"The  Music  Hall  carries  along  still  further  the  cur- 

rent flood  of  good  pictures  .  .  .  'They  Knew  What 

They  Wanted'  is  a  warmly  human  drama,  a  picture 

that  will  remain  in  your  mind  and  your  heart  for  a 

long,  long  time." 

"Expertly  translated  to  the  screen . . .  takes  its  place 

as  one  of  the  season's  outstanding  productions." 

"Everyone  connected  with  'They  Knew  What  They 

Wanted'  has  done  a  good  job." 

i 

! 

t  They  Wanted 

SON  KANIN  J 

*RRY  E.  EDINGTON,  Executive  Producer  .  Produced  by  ERICH  POMMER  •  Pulitzer  Prize  Play  by  Sidney  Howard 
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Showmanship 

Flashes   .   .  . 

Old  Jalopy  Plugs 
'Strike  Up  the  Band' 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  13. — For  "Strike 

Up  the  Band"  at  the  Midland,  John McManus  used  an  old  car  of  the  type 

used  by  Micky  Rooney  in  the  "Andy 
Hardy"  films,  and  sent  it  on  a  tour 
of  the  city,  visiting  football  games  and 
other  places,  with  the  film  credits 
painted  in  bright  yellow  on  the  body 
of  the  car. 

Theatre  Organizes 
Book  Review  Club 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  13. — The  Com- 
modore has  organized  a  Commodore 

Theatre  Book  Review  Club  among  its 
patrons  as  a  tiein  on  the  season's  com- 

ing product.  John  Dennis  Mahoney, 
book  reviewer,  presides  at  the  meeting, 
talking  about  one  of  the  better  novels 
of  the  year,  after  which  the  meeting  is 
thrown  open  for  a  general  discussion. 
Meetings  are  held  in  the  theatre 
lounge  before  the  matinee  performance. 

Schine  Theatres  Start 
Kiddie  Klubs  in  Houses 

Rochester,  Oct.  13.  —  All  Schine 
theatres  here  have  started  Kiddie 
Klubs  for  youngsters  attending  their 
houses.  Youngsters  receive  a  maga- 

zine, including  comics  and  stories, 
membership  cards,  emblems  and  but- 

tons. They're  also  guests  at  birthday 
parties  promoted  by  managers  on  the 
stages  of  theatres. 

Williamsburg  Earth 
Used  for  "Howards" 
Miami,  Oct.  13. — As  part  of  the 

promotion  for  "The  Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia," Sonny  Shepherd,  manager  of the  Lincoln,  distributed  little  packets 

of  earth  attached  to  cards  saying 
"This  is  actual  soil  of  Williamsburg, 
Va., — soil  on  which  the  immortal  he- 

roes of  1776  conceived  and  fought  for 
the  liberty  we  hold  so  dear  today. 
This  is  the  soil  on  which  .  .  .  Frank 
Lloyd  filmed  many  of  the  scenes  for 
his  stirring  romance  of  Colonial 
America,  'The  Howards  of  Vir- 

ginia.' Sprinkle  this  hallowed  earth 
in  your  favorite  flower  bed." 

Trammel  Host  to 

L.  A.  Army  Officers 
Niles  Trammell,  NBC  president, 

was  host  to  20  Latin  American  chiefs 
of  staff  and  their  aides  Saturday  night 
at  the  network  studios.  After  dinner, 
the  officers  heard  President  Roose- 

velt's speech  on  national  defense  and, 
following  that,  the  International  divi- 

sion translated  the  speech  to  Spanish 
and  piped  it  to  the  room  where  the 
gathering  was  seated.  Represented 
were  the  Governments  of  Bolivia, 
Peru,  Panama,  Costa  Rica,  Honduras, 
Guatemala,  Dominican  Republic,  Uru- 

guay and  Colombia.  Lt.  Gen.  Hugh 
A.  Drum  and  Brig.  Gen.  Irving  Phil- 
lipson  represented  the  U.  S.  army. 

Warners  Seek  Cut 

In  Tax  Assessments 
Warners  Bros,  and  the  Stanley 

Mark  Strand  Corp.  on  Friday  filed 
proceedings  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
against  the  New  York  City  Tax  Com- 

mission to  reduce  total  assessments  of 
$6,321,500  for  1940  to  $3,719,000. 

Critics9  Quotes 

"STRIKE  UP  THE  BAND"  (M-G-M) 
A  hugely  entertaining  musical  show  ...  a  bit  too  long  and  could  stand  some 

cutting  in  its  sentimental  scenes  and  its  heavy  finale,  but  for  the  most  part 
the  piece  is  a  matter  of  gay  and  spontaneous  rhythm. — Rose  Pelswick,  New 
York  Journal- American. 

Stupendous,  to  say  the  least,  and  perhaps  slightly  stupefying,  too.  .  .  .  De- 
votees of  the  spectacular,  whether  it  be  Mr.  Rooney's  amazing  one-man  circus 

or  Mr.  Berkeley's  gigantic  effort,  are  going  to  be  swept  right  off  their  seats 
by  the  energy  and  showmanship  displayed. — Archer  Winsten,  New  York  Post. 
What  promises  to  be  a  rip-roaring  hit  .  .  .  designed  to  please  young  people, 

plenty  of  comedy,  never  subtle. — Eileen  Creelman,  New  York  Sun. 
The  plot  of  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  goes  in  for  pathos  occasionally — at  which 

time  the  picture  is  at  its  slowest — but  it's  more  than  made  up  for  by  a  lot 
of  swell  music,  colorful  dancing,  good  laughs  and  feminine  pulchritude. — 
Lee  Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

Has  everything — music,  laughter,  tears,  etc.,  etc.  As  usual,  everything  is  a 
little  too  much  .  .  .  spanking  good  entertainment. — New  York  Times. 

Every  inch  a  show,  but  leans  too  heavily  on  the  stereotyped  routines  of 
screen  musicals. — Howard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald-Tribune. 

Will  hardly  miss  fire  with  the  public.  ...  A  good  cutting  job  would  greatly 
help  this — no  question  about  that ;  but  it  is  sure  to  go  quite  a  way  in  any 
case. — Edwin  Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

A  laugh-getter  filled  with  fetching  tunes,  puppy-love,  burlesque,  smart  dance 
ensembles  and  a  heart  tug  or  two.  It  spells  entertainment  in  capital  letters. — 
Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angeles  Herald-Express. 

"RANGERS  OF  FORTUNE"  (Paramount) 
There  is  an  element  of  the  unexpected  in  the  way  its  makers  have  trans- 

muted a  flimsy,  routine  story  into  a  horse  opera  with  a  refreshing  sense  erf 
humor. — Newsweek. 

The  most  thrilling  and  funny  movie  brawl  of  the  current  Western  craze. — Time. 

A  glorified  Western,  combining  humor  and  tragedy,  pathos  and  gun-fighting 
.  .  .  the  sort  of  picture  that  has  the  youngsters  yelling  with  excitement. — 
Boston  Daily  Globe. 

There  are  shootings  galore  and  the  brilliant  director  of  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,"  demonstrating  he  can  cozen  up  to  any  script,  manages  to  spice  the 
action  with  romance  and  comedy  without  slowing  it  up  a  jot. — Peggy  Doyle, 
Boston  Record. 

For  sheer  entertainment,  it  is  tops.  ...  It  has  pace  and  action,  laughs  and 
love,  and  a  nice  heart-warming  quality. — Boston  Post. 

Isn't  an  outstanding  or  important  photoplay,  but  audiences  will  find  it  com- petent entertainment  somewhat  above  the  standard  of  the  average  program 
Western. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"CITY  FOR  CONQUEST"  (Warners) 
An  exciting  film  ...  as  the  story  unfolds  it  develops  a  dramatic  tenseness 

that  ends  in  a  walloping  climax  .  .  .  the  picture  is  distinguished  by  many  fine 
performances. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 
A  vivid  portrayal  and  a  terrific  tempo  are  the  distinguishing  features  .  .  . 

arrantly  melodramatic  .  .  .  well  worth  seeing  only  because  it  has  Mr.  Cagney 
displaying  the  full  range  of  his  acting  craftsmanship. — Howard  Barnes,  New 
York  Herald-Tribune. 
The  picture  is  a  splendid  success  .  .  .  almost  frenetic  in  its  action — the  tum- 

bling, bursting  sort  of  speed  that  is  part  of  our  daily  life. — Lee  Mortimer, 
New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

Unevenly  paced,  mounts  slowly  to  a  sizzling  prizefight  sequence,  which 
comes  somewhere  about  the  middle,  then  sags  off  to  a  long-drawn  agonized 
finish. — Bosley  Crowther,  New  York  Times. 
Although  pulp  fiction  it  may  be,  it  does  have  the  entertainment  touch.  .  .  . 

Mark  it  down  as  crisp  action  stuff ;  as  a  fairy  tale  with  a  modern  sound  track. 
— Philadelphia  Ledger. 
A  masterful  piece  of  work  in  transferring  the  teeming  spirit  of  a  dozen 

different  characters  to  the  screen  in  an  exciting,  emotional  manner  .  .  .  excel- 
lent entertainment.  It  packs  a  mighty  dramatic  wallop. — Jimmy  Starr,  Los 

Angeles  Herald-Express. 
Sentimental,  exciting  and  warm ;  it's  turbulent  and  lyrical.  It's  something 

the  screen  doesn't  offer  every  day. — Virginia  Wright,  Los  Angeles  Daily News. 
A  credit  to  Warner  Brothers,  and  both  Jack  Warner  and  Hal  B.  Wallis  can 

put  this  down  as  one  of  their  best. — Louella  O.  Parsons,  Los  Angeles  Ex- aminer. 

"HAUNTED  HONEYMOON"  (M-G-M) 

Slow  and  not  too  exciting  as  to  suspense,  "Haunted  Honeymoon,"  based 
on  a  novel  by  Dorothy  Sayers,  is  also  short  on  comedy. — Laura  Lee,  Philadel- 

phia Bulletin. 
While  entertained  by  some  of  the  characters  and  pleasantly  aware  of  Mont- 

gomery's light  approach  to  the  grim  business,  we  cannot  confess  to  have  been 
surprised  by  the  climax  or  shocked  by  the  events  leading  thereto. — Henry  T. 
Murdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

The  plot  is  a  good  one,  constructed  with  interest  and  unfolded  with  grace 
.  .  .  the  film  is  colored  by  a  cast  of  quaint  country  characters. — Elsie  Finn, 
Philadelphia  Record. 

Filled  with  lots  of  brittle  British  dialogue  and  not  very  much  suspense  .  .  . 
more  "cute"  than  exciting,  more  determinedly  whimsical  than  absorbing. — 
Mildred  Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Seven  Executives 
Promoted  by  RCA 

Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct.  13. — Rober 
Shannon,  executive  vice-president  o 
the  RCA  Manufacturing  Co.,  has  an 
nounced  seven  promotions  within  tht 
company.  E.  W.  Ritter,  former  gen- 

eral manager  of  radio  tube  manufac 
turing,  has  been  named  vice-presiden' 
in  charge  of  all  the  company's  manu facturing  and  production  engineering 

H.  L.  Sommerer,  former  managei 
of  manufacturing,  has  been  name| 
assistant  to  Ritter  covering  all  manu- 

facturing activities  in  connection  witF 
the  national  defense  program.  E.  W 
Engstrom,  former  director  general  o; 
research,  has  been  named  manager  o! 
all  research  activities  for  the  com: 
pany,  and  E.  E.  Lewis,  general  ad 
ministrator  of  accounts  and  finance 
has  been  appointed  assistant  vice-presi 
dent.  Other  promotions  include  H.  L 
Beisswenger,  I.  T.  Kitzmiller  and  E 
M.  Moore  as  assistant  controllers. 

Station  Asks  FCC 

For  Gain  in  Power, 

Washington,  Oct.  13. — The  Fed- eral Communications  Commission  has 
received  an  application  from  Statior 
WREN,  Lawrence,  Kan.,  for  increase 
of  night  power  from  1,000  to  5,00C; 
watts. 

Other  applications  received  include 
requests  from  Stations  WTMA 
Charleston,  S.  C,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,210  to  1,220  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  250  tc 
1,000  watts;  KFIZ,  Fond  du  Lac 
Wis.,  for  increase  of  power  from  10C 
to  250  watts,  and  KRE,  Berkeley 
Cal.,  for  change  of  frequency  from 
1,370  to  1,060  kilocycles  and  increase 
of  power  from  250  watts  to  500  watts 
night,  1,000  watts  day. 

Build  New  Station 

In  Mexican  State 

Mexico  City,  Oct.  13. — Prepara 
tions  are  being  completed  by  the  Gov- 

ernment of  the  western  state  of  Ja- 
lisco for  the  installation  in  Guadala 

jara,  its  capital,  of  a  5,000-watt  radio 
station  to  be  a  "commercial  and  art- 

istic" publicity  organ  for  the  common wealth.  Funds  for  the  station  were 
largely  supplied  by  Silvano  Barba 
Gonzalez,  governor  of  Jalisco.  In- stallation is  being  supervised  by  John 
G.  Buttner,  American  radio  engineer 
The  station  is  to  be  inaugurated  on 
Nov.  20. 
An  increase  in  power  to  1,000  watts 

justified  by  the  success  of  the  selling 
of  American  style  air  advertising,  fea- 

tured the  fiesta  celebrating  the  ninth 
birthday  of  Station  XEFI,  Chihuahua 
City,  an  important  northern  mining 
and  cattle  center.  The  station  is  to 
widen  its  scope  in  northern  Mexico. 

Station  in  Canada 

Asks  Financial  Aid 
Toronto,  Oct.  13. — That  smaller 

broadcasting  stations  in  Canada  are! 

having  difficulty  is  indicated  by  the1 fact  that  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.  has  been  approached  for  assist- ance in  order  to  keep  Station  CKRC 
at  Revelstoke  in  operation. 

Ford  Warner,  manager  of  the  sta 
tion,  declared  frankly  that  advertising 
revenue  was  entirely  inadequate  and 
that  the  station  would  have  to  close 
down  if  some  form  of  support  were not  forthcoming. 
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fHired  Wife' 

Gets  $21,000, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Oct.  13.  —  "Hired 
Wife"  and  "The  Mummy's  Hand"  at 
;he  Hillstreet  drew  $10,500,  and 
'Hired  Wife,"  with  "The  Leather 
Pushers"  at  the  Pantages  took  $10,- 
500,  also,  for  a  total  of  $21,000  at 
foth  houses.  "Foreign  Correspondent" 
n  its  second  week  at  the  4  Star,  ac- 
:ounted  for  $8,800. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  8 : 
I  "Captain  Caution"  (U.A.) 
,  "Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
I!'   CHINESE— (2,500)      (33c-44c-55c-75c)  6 
Idays.   Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $12,500) 

1  "Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.) 4  STAR — (900)  (55c-75c)  7  days.  2nd  week. 
I!  Gross:  $8,800.  (Average,  $3,250) 
■  "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
I  "The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
I    HILLSTREET— (2,700)  (33c -44c -55c -75c)  7 
Idays.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $6,500) 
(la"Captain  Caution"  (U.A.) 
■  "Public  Deb.  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) lb  LOEWS    STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c- 
|,75c)  6  days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
I  "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"The  Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
PANTAGES — (3,000)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
"Golden  Gloves"  (Para.) PARAMOUNT— (3,595)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 

[7  days.  Stage:  Bob  Millar  and  his  orches- tra. Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $18,000) 
J,"Knute  Rockne— AU  American"  (W.B.) 
"Slightly  Tempted!"  (W.B.) WARNER      BROS.      (Hollywood)— (3,000) 
(33c-44c-S5c-75o)    7    days.    Gross:  $11,500. 
(Average,  $14,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (W.B.) WARNER  BROS.  (Downtown)— (3,400) 
(33c-44c-S5c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $12,400. 
(Average,  $12,000) 

'Strike  Up  the  Band' 
$4,500  in  New  Haven 

i  New  Haven,  Oct.  13. — Second 
week  of  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  and 

s  "Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" 
i  took  $4,500  at  the  College.  "Spring 
Parade,"  dualled  with  "Pier  13  at 

;  the  Paramount,  grossed  $5,700  in  nine 
days. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
:  ing  Oct.  10  : 

8,000) 

(39c -50c) 
$4,000) 

2nd 

9  days. 

Penner,  'Nobody' 

$16,000,  Milwaukee 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" (ZCth-Fox) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)   (39c-50c)  7  days, 

week.    Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $2,700) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Gold  Rush  Maisie"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)   7  days Gross:  $7,500.  (Average, 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Pier  13"  (ZOth-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348) 

Gross:  $5,700.  (Average, 
"Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $4,300.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  13. — Joe  Penner 
in  person  and  "I'm  Nobody's  Sweet- 

heart Now"  on  the  screen  connected 
at  the  Riverside  for  $16,000.  Runner- 
up  was  "Hired  Wife"  and  "Pastor 
Hall"  at  the  Warner  with  $6,800. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  8-10: "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 

"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
WARNER  — (2,400)   (30c-40c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
PALACE  —  (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $5,600.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
RIVERSIDE— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Joe  Penner.  Gross:  $16,000.  (Aver- 
age, $6,500) 

"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (ZOth-Fox) 
"Public  Deb.  No^  1"  (ZOth-Fox) 
STRAND  —  (1,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    6  days. 

Gross:  $1,700.    (Average,  $1,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c)  6  days, 

2nd  week.    Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $5,500) 

Wife,9  Barron  Band 
Gets  $14,300,  Omaha 

Omaha,  Oct.  13.— "Hired  Wife" 
with  Blue  Barron's  orchestra  on  the 
stage  of  the  Orpheum,  drew  $14,300 

\  in  a  fair  week. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  9-10: 
"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) BRANDEIS— (1,200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $4,400.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Mvstery  Sea  Raiders"  (Para.) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $7,200.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (3,000)  (40c-55c)  7  days. Stage:  Blue  Barron  and  his  orchestra. 

Gross:  $14,300.    (Average,  $7,200) 

'Band'  Big  $17,500 
Cincinnati  Gross 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  13. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  gave  the  RKO  Palace  a 
big  $17,500.  "I  Want  a  Divorce"  drew $5,800  at  the  RKO  Grand.  The  final 
World  Series  games  played  here,  and 
the  celebration  following  the  final  out- 

come, hurt  theatre  attendance  with 
grosses  decreasing  correspondingly. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  8-12: 

"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (ZOth-Fox) 
RKO    ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $9,800.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
RKO    PALACE  —  (2,700)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $17,500.    (Average,  $10,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,300.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
RKO  CAPITOL— (2,000)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,600.  (Average, 
$5,500) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
RKO    GRAND  —  (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $5,800. 
"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
RKO  LYRIC—  (1,400)  28c-33c-42c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $2,700.     (Average,  $4,500.) 
"The  Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
"That  Gang  of  Mine"  (Mono.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,200) 
"Fugitive  from  a  Prison  Camp"  (Col.) 
"The  Way  of  All  Flesh"  (Para.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $800.     (Average,  $800) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
KEITH'S  —  (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

'Band'  at  $15,000 
Best  in  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Oct.  13. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  drew  $15,000  at  the  Cen- tury. The  Stanley  did  $12,000  with 
"City  for  Conquest." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  10: 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY— (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $15,000.    (Average,  $10,000) 
"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME  —  (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days.    With  vaudeville  including 
Tay    C.    Flipped,  -  Larry    Adler   and  Mills 
Bros.    Gross:  $12','500.    (Average,  $14,000) "Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)  15c-38c-33c-44c)  7  days. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average.  $9,0C0) 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
NEW  —  (1,581)   (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Citv  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY— (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

STEP   RIGHT  UP 

GENTLEMEN  .  .  .  WHETHER 

YOU'RE   FOR  WILLKIE 

OR  ROOSEVELT  .  .  . 

THis  Party 
WILL  WIN 

YOUR  VOTE! 

The  No.  I  Banquet  of  the  Year 

■ —  America's  No.  I  Weekend 

JM  Pleasure  Jaunt  for  Exhibitors  and  Film  Execs! 

VARIETY  CLUB 

12annual  BANQUET 

Presented  in  honor  of  Retiring  Chief  Barker 

C.  J.  LATTA 

Burt  Bishop 

Al  Weiblinger 

Brian  McDonald 

And  His  Associate  Officers 

Art  Endland  M.  A.  Rosenberg 

WM 

Mike  Shapiro 

Elmer  Ecker 

at  the 
PENN 

Mike  Gallagher 

George  D.  Tyson 

HOTEL 

PITTSBURGH,  PA.  -  OCT.  20,  1940  -  7:00  P.M. 

In  addition  to  the  most  distinctive  and 

original  banquet  in  America 

YOU  WILL  SEE 

PITT  vs.  FORDHAM 

FOOTBALL  GAME  ON  OCT.  19 

BANQUET  $11,  FOOTBALL  TICKETS  $2.75  and  $3.30 

For  reservations,  write  or  wire 

JOHN  H.  HARRIS 

FIRST  OFFICE  FLOOR,  WM.  PENN  HOTEL 



(lialtt  in  ike  Palm  of  l/oat  Jiand 

...THE  ROADSHOW  THAT 

TOOK  TWO  YEARS,  AND 

A  FORTUNE,  TO  FILM!  j 

/if  rffaqic  7ecAmco/or/ 

In  the  Lot  Angeles  area,  exhibitors  will  view 
its  tremendous  audience  appeal  during  the 
12.20  long-run  engagement  starting  Thursday, 
October  17th,  at  the  Carthay  Circle. 

OUWEI  PREVIEW! 

in  Rll  KEY  CITIES 

Starting    THURSDAY    and  FRIDAY 

Octole*  i7tk  IStU 

Your  branch  manager  has  tickets  for  you  and  your 

family.  Contact  him  immediately  and  see  the 

picture  that  dwarfs  all  other  screen  spectacles! 

iU  UNITED  ARTISTS 



to  the 

Picture 

Industry 

ition 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 

Accurate: 
and 

Impartial 

iVOL.  48.  NO.  75 NEW  YORK,  U.S.A.,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  1940 TEN  CENTS 

Myers  Asks 

Decree  Views 

Of  Leaders 

Wants  Expressions  Not 

Limited  to  5 -Block 

Washington,  Oct.  14. — Abram  F. 
Myers,  chairman  and  general  counsel 
of  Allied  States,  in  a  communication 
addressed  to  trade  papers,  asks  for 
statements  from  Ed  Kuykendall, 
M.P.T.O.A.  president,  and  Harry 
Brandt,  president  of  the  New  York 
I.T.O.A.,  setting  forth  their  views  on 
all  phases  of  the  proposed  Federal 
consent  decree. 

"If  they  will  state  that  their  op- 
position is  based  wholly  on  the  five- 

picture  plan,  then  all  exhibitor  groups 
and  public  groups  will  stand  on  com- 

mon ground,"  Myers  said,  after  point- 
ing out  that  the  Motion  Picture  Re- 

search Council,  which  he  described  as 
the  "clearing  house  for  public  groups 
on  motion  picture  affairs,"  also  op- 

poses the  five-picture  plan. 

Negotiations  on  Final 
Decree  Draft  Today 

Negotiations  on  the  final  draft  of 
the  consent  decree  will  be  resumed  in 
New  York  today.  Government  rep- 

resentatives express  the  hope  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  week,  in  order  that  a  final  con- 

ference may  be  held  early  next  week 
at  which  time  it  is  hoped  that  the  con- 

senting companies  and  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  in  a  position  to  approve 

and  sign  the  document. 
The  hearing  set  for  today  before 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  is 
scheduled  to  be  postponed  for  one 
week. 

Meet  Today  to  Set 

Drama  Guild  Pact 

Representatives  of  film  companies, 
Broadway  producers  and  the  Dra- 

matists Guild  will  meet  this  afternoon 
to  consider  final  adjustments  to  be 
made  to  the  minimum  basic  agreement 
which  will  permit  film  companies  to 
buy  rights  to  Broadway  plays  in  ad- 

vance of  production.  Chief  difficulty 
remains  the  insistence  of  the  companies 
on  the  right  to  use  an  employe  to  pro- 

duce a  play  if  no  first  rate  manager 
is  available,  while  the  Broadway  man- 

agers are  seeking  a  ban  on  outsiders. 
The  Guild  council  Friday  agreed  to 

a  maximum  of  $200,000  on  film  rights, 
provided  the  dramatist  thereafter  re- 

ceived a  share  of  the  play's  profits. 

'Dictator'  to  Have 

Premiere  Tonight 

At  Astor,  Capitol 

Charlie  Chaplin's  first  picture  in 
nearly  five  years,  "The  Great  Dicta- 

tor," will  have  its  formal  world  pre- 
miere tonight  at  two  Broadway  the- 
atres, the  Astor  and  the  Capitol.  It 

will  be  the  first  dual  opening  on  the 
street  since  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
opened  at  the  same  two  houses  on 
Dec.  19,  last. 
Ranking  industry  executives,  and 

leaders  in  the  social  and  political  life 
of  the  city  will  be  among  those  at- 

tending the  opening. 
Chaplin,  Paulette  Goddard  and  Jack 

Oakie,  who  play  the  three  leading 
roles  in  the  picture,  will  attend  the 
premiere. 
Last  night  a  capacity  audience 

crowded  the  Astor  to  attend  a  press 
preview  of  the  film.  Newspaper,  trade 
paper  and  magazine  critics,  as  well 
as  the  executives  of  New  York  daily 
newspapers  and  news  syndicates  were 
present. Following  the  premiere,  the  film 
will  continue  at  the  Astor  on  a  two- 
day,  reserved  seat  policy,  while  the 
Capitol  run  will  be  continuous,  at  ad- 

vanced admissions. 
A  partial  list  of  those  who  are 

scheduled  to  attend  tonight's  dual 
opening  includes : 

H.  G.  Wells,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Hertz,  Martin  Quigley,  Lion  Feucht- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Schaefer  to  Discuss 

Deal  With  Capra 
Hollywood,  Oct.  14. — A  deal  for 

Frank  Capra  to  join  RKO  or,  alter- 
natively, for  that  company  to  distrib- 

ute Capra's  pictures,  is  scheduled  to be  discussed  within  the  next  few 
days,  following  the  arrival  from  New 
York  today  of  George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  president.  Schaefer  is  sched- 

uled to  remain  here  about  four  weeks. 

FWC  Closes  Deal 

On  'The  Dictator' 
A  deal  for  Charlie  Chaplin's "The  Great  Dictator"  to  play 

the  Fox  West  Coast  circuit 
was  closed  yesterday,  the  sec- ond national  circuit  deal  to 
be  set  within  the  past  few 
days.  The  first  was  closed 
with  the  Warner  circuit  late 
last  week.  The  picture  is  be- 

ing sold  at  terms  of  70-30. 
United  Artists  district  man- 

agers will  meet  at  the  home 
office  today  to  confer  with 
Harry  L.  Gold  and  J.  L. 
Schlaifer,  vice-presidents  and 
general  sales  managers,  on 
the  sales  plans  for  the  pic- 
ture. 

See  Settlement 

Of  Para.,  W.  B. 

Phila.  Dispute 

The  possibility  of  a  settlement  of  the 
differences  between  Paramount  and 
Warners'  Philadelphia  area  circuit 
over  terms  for  the  former's  new  season 
product  appeared  to  have  been  revived 
yesterday  following  transfer  of  the  ne- 

gotiations from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York. 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  presi- 
dent, reportedly  conferred  with  Harry 

M.  Warner  following  the  breakdown 
of  the  negotiations  in  Philadelphia  late 
last  week.  Yesterday,  negotiations  were 
resumed  here  by  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Para- 

mount vice-president  and  distribution 
chief  ;  J.  J.  Unger,  Paramount  Eastern 
division  sales  manager ;  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  Warner  Circuit  head,  and  Clay- 

ton Bond,  circuit  film  buyer. 
The  conferences  will  continue  today, 

it  was  stated  last  night.  The  negotia- ( Continued  on  page  6) 

Para.  Partners  to  Have  Voice  in 

Planning  1941-42  Product  Lineup 
Paramount  theatre  partners  will  be  given  a  voice  in  planning 

the  company's  1941-'42  production  schedule.  A  number  of  partners 
will  accompany  home  office  executives  to  the  studio  about  Nov.  10 
for  conferences  with  production  executives  on  the  plans  for  next 
season. 
Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis,  Neil  Agnew,  Leonard  Goldenson 

and  Sam  Dembow  will  head  the  home  office  group  which  will 
participate  in  the  conferences  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  William 
LeBaron  and  other  studio  executives.  Goldenson  and  Dembow  will 
conduct  a  meeting  of  Paramount's  theatre  partners  in  Chicago, 
Nov.  7  and  8,  and  will  continue  to  the  Coast  thereafter  with  a  num- 

ber of  the  company's  theatre  associates. 

Broadway  Has 

Best  Weekend 

Of  New  Season 

Holiday,    World's  Fair Draw  Big  Crowds 

Broadway  enjoyed  its  biggest  week- end of  the  new  season  over  Saturday 
and  Sunday  with  a  double  holiday 
bringing  more  than  a  million  visitors 
into  the  Metropolitan  area.  Crowds 
at  the  World's  Fair  toppled  existing 
records  for  the  season  on  Saturday  and 
set  a  new  mark  Sunday  which  ex- 

ceeded Saturday's. The  Automobile  Show  opened  over 
the  weekend  and  also  drew  large 
crowds  but  failed  to  offer  serious  op- 

position to  the  film  box-offices.  Trans- 
portation facilities  were  taxed  as 

thousands  entered  and  left  the  city. 
Total  grosses  were  augmented  by 

the  fact  that  holiday  scales  were  in effect  Saturday. 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted," 
with  a  stage  show,  at  the  Music  Hall 
after  a  slow  start  came  through  on 
Saturday  and  played  to  almost  abso- 

lute capacity  at  every  performance 
over  the  weekend  for  an  estimated 
$60,000  for  the  first  four  days.  It 
will  be  held  over. 

At  the  Roxy,  "Spring  Parade,"  with a  stage  show,  in  its  second  week, 
drew  an  estimated  $33,500  for  the  first 
four  days  of  the  final  week.  The 
Roxy  has  changed  its  opening  day 
from  Fridays  to  Thursdays,  starting 
with  "Down  Argentine  Way"  this 
week.  At  the  Rivoli,  "Long  Voyage 
Home"  had  a  big  weekend  and  should 
end  its  first  week  tonight  with  an 

(.Continued  on  page  6) 

Schine  Dismissal 

Asked  by  Columbia 
Buffalo,  Oct.  14. — Judgment  dis- 

missing the  Government's  complaint against  the  Schine  Circuit  and  major 
distributors  is  petitioned  by  Columbia 
in  answers  to  the  Government's  bill  of 
particulars  filed  in  Federal  court  here 
today. 

The  company  entered  general  denials 
to  all  of  the  Government's  major  al- legations in  the  answers  filed  by 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  Columbia  attor- neys. An  affidavit  signed  by  Louis  J. 
Barbano,  Columbia  assistant  treasurer, 
accompanied  the  answers.  Columbia  is 
the  last  of  the  defendants  in  the  action 
to  file  answers,  having  petitioned  and 
won  a  separate  bill  of  particulars  from 
the  Government. 
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Warner  Subject  to 

Help  S.A.  Relations 

Hollywood,  Oct.  14.— De- 
scribing it  as  "a  definite  move 

to  cement  relationships  be- 
tween the  Americas,"  War- ners over  the  weekend  an- nounced that  it  would  make 

a  two-reel  subject  on  South 
America.  Jack  Scholl  is  writ- 

ing the  script,  to  be  made  in 
color  under  the  supervision 
of  Gordon  Hollingshead. 
Jean  Nugelesco  will  direct 

the  subject,  which  will  be  a 
combination  travelogue  and  a 

gaucho  western,  "extolling the  virtues  of  the  country 
and  demonstrating  the  unity 

of  the  Western  Hemisphere." 

Nazis  Threaten  to 

Shut  Paris  Houses 
German  authorities  in 

France  threaten  to  close 
Paris  houses  if  patrons  con- 

tinue to  applaud  scenes  such 
as  those  showing  destruction 
in  Germany  by  British  planes, 
according  to  dispatches  re- ceived here. 

MPTO  of  N.  Y.  Will 

Open  Two  Branches 
Buffalo,  Oct.  14.— M.P.T.O.  of 

New  York  State,  Inc.,  which  recently 
completed  organization  with  head- 

quarters here,  plans  to  open  branch 
offices  in  Syracuse  and  Albany  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  Executive  vice- 
presidents  will  be  in  charge  of  each 
zone.  A.  C.  Hayman  of  Buffalo  is 
president. 
A  membership  campaign  is  under 

way,  and  officials  plan  an  enrollment  of 
several  hundred  exhibitors  throughout 
the  state  with  the  exception  of  Great- 

er New  York,  where  Allied  Theatre 
Owners  is  the  M.P.T.O.A.  affiliate. 

By  Amphibian  to  Short 
M-G-M  will  preview  its  short, 

"Eyes  of  the  Navy,"  at  the  Naval  Re- serve Aviation  Base,  Floyd  Bennett 
Field,  today.  Guests  will  be  trans- 

ported from  the  Battery  to  the  field 
by  amphibian  plane. 

Loder's  Sister  Killed 
Hollywood,  Oct.  14. — Word  has 

been  received  here  by  John  Loder, 
British  player,  of  the  death  of  his  sis- 

ter, Mrs.  Redmond  McGrath,  in  Eng- 
land as  a  result  of  a  bombing  raid. 

MAIHLMRS  to 

Los  Angeles 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 
The  Continental  Lv.  7  pm 

TheOverland  FlyerLv.lO:40pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 
Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR  LINES 

Personal 

JACK    COHN,.    vice-president  of Columbia,  is  due  today  from  studio 
conferences. 

• 

Bob  Mochrie,  Eastern  and  South- 
ern division  sales  manager  for  RKO, 

is  on  a  10-day  tour  of  Southern  ex- 
changes. • 

Jean  Clark,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  D.  Clark,  who  was  general 
sales  manager  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
and  Christian  Heidt  of  that  com- 

pany's home  office  print  department will  be  married  on  Friday. 
• 

Chaui.es  Prutzman,  Arthur  May- 
er, Charles  Paine,  Morris  Free- 

man, Maurice  Bergman  and  I.  E. 
Lopert  at  the  Tavern  yesterday  for 
lunch. 

• 

Benn  Jacobson,  Frank  Phelps, 
Al  Altman,  Tom  Connors,  Clayton 
Bond,  Sam  Shain,  John  D.  Hertz, 
Jr.,  Tom  Fizdale,  John  Buchanan, 
Vinton  Freedley,  Charles  Curran, 
Laudy  Lawrence,  Mort  Spring, 
Dave  Blum,  William  Melniker, 
Dennis  King,  John  Byram,  Lowell 
Calvert,  Bobby  Clark  and  Robert 
Benjamin  having  lunch  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 

Annenberg  Theatres 

Sue  Fox  Wisconsin 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  14. — Breach  of 

contract  is  charged  by  the  Tower  and 
Oriental  Theatre  companies  here  con- 

trolled by  M.  L.  Annenberg  in  an 
action  in  Circuit  Court  against  Fox 
Wisconsin  Amusement  Co. 

Plaintiffs  charge  Fox  with  failing 
to  use  methods  most  conducive  to 
profitable  operation  of  the  properties 
in  the  period  1934  to  1937  when  Fox 
operated  for  Annenberg.  Preference 
in  bookings  for  the  Fox  circuit's Downer  and  State  theatres  is  charged, 
although  these  houses  have  lower  ad- 

missions. Fox  Wisconsin  denies  the 
charges. 

Brandt  to  Speak 

At  Ampa  Meeting 
Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 

I.T.O.A.,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  the 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  Ampa  sched- 

uled for  Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Edi- 
son. Joe  E.  Brown  and  Garson  Kanin 

also  are  expected  to  address  the  meet- ing. 

Lab  Strike  Settled 
Strike  of  M.  P.  Laboratory  Tech- 

nicians Union,  Local  702,  at  Producers 
Laboratories  was  settled  yesterday  by 
arbitration.  Arbitrators  awarded  union 
members  one  week's  salary  in  lieu  of vacations.  The  strike  started  last  week 
because,  the  union  charged,  members 
were  denied  vacations  which  should 
have  been  granted  before  Sept.  30. 

Reception  for  Laughton 
W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  di- 

rector of  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  will 
be  host  to  the  press  at  a  cocktail  re- 

ception for  Charles  Laughton  in  the 
theatre's  studio  apartment  this  after- 

noon. Laughton  is  co-starred  in 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted," the  current  attraction  at  the  theatre. 

Mention 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Western  and Southern  sales  manager  for  War- 
ners, returned  to  his  office  yesterday 

after  a  four-weeks  tour  of  exchanges. 
• 

Abe  Schneider,  Columbia  treas- 
urer, returns  from  the  Coast  late  this week. 

• 

James  Mulvey,  Joseph  Moskow- 
itz,  Jean  Parker,  Lou  Brandt  and 
Joseph  Pincus  lunching  at  Lindy's (51st  St.)  yesterday. 

• 

Eddie  Grainger,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  J.  J.  Unger,  Charles  E. 
McCarthy,  Toby  Gruen,  Oscar 
Doob,  Walter  Reade  and  Charles 
Sonin  lunching  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday. 

• 

Harry  Blumberg,  manager  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia, is  ill  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital 

there  with  pneumonia. 
• 

A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  Chicago  sales- 
man for  20th  Century-Fox,  is  in  a  lo- 

cal hospital  with  a  foot  infection. • 

Rita  O'Connor  of  Ted  O'Shea's M-G-M  district  office  here  and 
Charles  W.  Rumpf  have  announced 
their  engagement. 

All  Major  Nets  Will 

Have  Coast  Outlets 
Hollywood,  Oct.  14. — All  major 

networks  will  have  Hollywood  out- 
lets, it  was  disclosed  over  the  weekend, 

as  KHJ,  Don  Lee  station,  a  Mutual 
affiliate,  closed  a  deal  to  take  over 
the  former  NBC  quarters.  The  lease  is 
for  five  years  and  marks  the  final  step 
in  the  decentralization  of  Don  Lee 
radio  and  research  activities. 
The  erection  of  a  new  television 

transmitter  for  W6XAO  is  about  half 
finished,  it  was  said. 

Warm  Springs  Sees 

Opening  of  'Bagdad' Warm  Springs,  Ga.,  Oct.  14. — Un- 
der the  auspices  of  President  Roose- 

velt, and  presented  by  the  Warm 

Springs  Foundation,  "The  Thief  of 
Bagdad,'  had  its  world  premiere  here 
today  before  the  96  child  patients  of 
the  institution. 

Sabu  and  June  Duprez,  stars  of  the 
film,  attended  from  Hollywood.  A 
premiere  party  was  held  last  night  in 
Georgia  Hall,  with  Sabu,  Miss  Duprez 
and  two  of  the  patients  providing  the entertainment. 

Gledhill  to  New  York 

Hollywood,  Oct.  14.— Donald  Gled- 
hill, executive  secretary  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  M.  P.  Arts  and  Sciences,  will 

leave  tomorrow  for  New  York  by 
plane  to  confer  with  Walter  Wanger, 
Academy  president,  on  the  organiza- tion's program. 

McCallum  Dies 
Rochester,  Oct.  14. — Burnside  Mc- 

Callum, 67,  president  of  the  old  Sen- 
eca Camera  Co.,  and  for  several 

years  a  special  sales  representative 
of  Eastman  Kodak  here,  died  here 
over  the  weekend. 

W.  R.  Lynch  Leaves 
Miami  Circuit  Post 

Miami,  Oct.  14.— W.  R.  Lynch, 
general  manager  of  Paramount  Enter- 

prises, Inc.,  local  13-theatre  circuit, 
since  January,  1937,  has  resigned  be- 

cause of  ill  health.  Hy  Fine,  former- 
ly connected  with  M.  &  P.  Theatres 

as  district  manager  in  New  Haven, 
will  succeed  Lynch. 

Under  Lynch,  the  circuit  experienced 
its  greatest  expansion.  The  Sheridan 
was  built,  the  Paramount  complete- 

ly remodeled,  and  the  Tivoli  and 
Cinema  Casino  added.  Two  new 
theatres,  as  yet  unopened,  will  join 
the  Paramount  circuit,  the  Boulevard 
and  the  Lincoln  Road. 

Sternberg  Succeeds  Fine 
Boston,  Oct.  14. — Robert  Stern- 

berg, in  charge  of  M  &  P  Boston 
downtown  theatres  for  more  than  12 
years,  now  adds  the  district  manage- 

ment of  M  &  P  houses  to  his  duties, 
succeeding   Hy  Fine, 

Lawrence  to  Europe 

Laudy  Lawrence,  Continental  Euro- 
pean manager  for  Loew's,  is  scheduled to  leave  for  Lisbon  on  the  Clipper  to- 

morrow. He  will  make  a  survey  of 

the  company's  properties  in  unoccu- 
pied areas,  remaining  abroad  indefi- 

nitely. 

'U'  Signs  LaCava 

Hollywood,  Oct.  14. — Universal  to- 
day signed  Gregory  LaCava  to  pro- 
duce and  direct  "Back  Street,"  starring Margaret  Sullavan  and  Charles  Boyer. 

Bruce  Manning  will  be  his  associate. 
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They  thought  it  was  a  quake 

in  California— but  it  was  only 

the  breaking  of  the  log  jam 

in  Paramount's 

MOON  OVER  BURMA 

.**-»»« 

Harvest  "MOON"  fo  you 
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FILM  DAILY  S3yS  m  m  m  "Ranks  among  the  best 

...  a  sure-fire  attraction . . .  seethes  with  fun-poking,  crisp 

dialog,  love  interest  galore,  spectacular  dancing  and  a 

pack  of  slick  songs!" 

MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY  SByS  ...  "One 
of  the  top  musicals  ...  10  musical  numbers,  the  finale 

being  one  of  the  most  outstanding  seen  on  the  screen." 

HOLLYWOOD  VARIETY  SayS  .  .  .  "Probably 
the  fastest  stepping  and  most  exuberant  musical  ever 

turned  off  the  screen— an  orgy  of  gyrating  youth,  gaiety, 

flirtatious  nonsense  which  is  right  down  the  groove." 

HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER  says . . .  "its 
numbers  are  top  flight  and  each  has  sock  entertainment 

. . .  proves  that  the  screen  is  far  ahead  of  the  legitimate 

in  entertainment."  
^ 

LOUELLA  0.  PARSONS,  l  a.  examiner  says..  \ 

"A  whirlwind  of  gay  songs,  dances,  football,  college  and 
pretty  girls . . .  delighted  the  preview  audience  at  Pantages 

last  night." 

I 



LEGE  TOWN  OPENINGS 

for  the  big  musical  made  for  the 

young  in  heart  everywhere! 

old  "POTAWATTOMIE"  from  the  gangs  at 

■    ̂   *ensational  &> 

University  of  Illinois 

CHAMPAIGN,  ILL 

University  of 

North  Carolina 

CHAPEL  HILL,  N.  C. 

University  of  New  Mexico 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.  M, 

University  of  Texas 

AUSTIN,  TEX. 

University  of  Wisconsin 

MADISON,  WISC. 

University  of  Idaho 

MOSCOW,  IDAHO 

Washington  State 

PULLMAN,  WASH. 

University  of  Michigan 

ANN  ARBOR,  MICH. 

Alabama  Polytechnic 

AUBURN,  ALA. 

University  of  Alabama 

TUSCALOOSA,  ALA. 

University  of  Nebraska 

LINCOLN,  NEB. 

University  of  Colorado 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLO, 

University  of  Tennessee 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 

University  of  Miami 

MIAMI,  FLA, 

University  of  Missouri 

COLUMBIA,  MO. 

University  of  Kansas 

LAWRENCE,  KAN. 

MSON  •  ANN  MILLER  • 

'SI  ARNAZ  •  HAL  LeHOY 

Produced  and  Directed  by  GEORGE  ABBOTT 

HARRY  E.  EDINGTON,  Executive  Producer 
Srn»n  PI™  h.  IflHN  TWIST 
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Hollywood  Review 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand" 
(M-G-M) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  14 

TV/f-G-M's  "Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  is  a  blithe  farce  calculated  to 
^■"■^  make  audiences  forget  any  and  all  troubles,  provide  entertainment for  small  town  and  big  town.  It  stars  Myrna  Loy  and  Melvyn  Douglas 
in  roles  as  good  if  not  better  than  anything  they  have  had  before,  and 
gives  them  fast-moving  dialogue,  rapid  action  and  an  excellent  plot  in 
which  to  cavort. 

The  story,  zaney  though  entirely  plausible,  has  Miss  Loy,  a  magazine 
editor,  posing  as  a  married  woman  in  order  to  evade  matrimonial  and 
other  proposals.  She  meets  Douglas,  an  artist,  who  falls  in  love  with 

her.  They  quarrel  when  he  discovers  that  she  is  "married."  He  investi- gates and,  learning  the  ruse,  which  she  has  managed  to  carry  on  for 
some  time  with  the  explanation  that  her  husband  is  constantly  traveling, 

moves  in  on  her  and  her  family,  posing  as  the  "mate."  Complications 
come  furiously,  with  the  couple  really  getting  married  so  that  they  can 
get  legally  divorced,  each  revenging  himself  for  embarrassment  caused 
his  respective  friends,  and  the  film  ending  on  a  new  high  note  for comedy. 

Supporting  the  stars  are  Raymond  Walburn,  Lee  Bowman,  Bonita 
Granville,  Felix  Bressart,  Donald  Meek,  Ann  Morriss,  Sidney  Black- 
mer,  Ernest  Whitman  and  Halliwell  Hobbes.  Whitman,  the  Negro 
porter,  called  upon  to  pose  as  a  lawyer  in  order  to  delay  the  signing  of 
a  contract,  does  an  outstanding  bit. 

Robert  Z.  Leonard  created  a  well-paced  piece  of  entertainment  in  this 
John  W.  Considine,  Jr.,  production.  Lionel  Houser,  who  wrote  the 
original  screenplay,  did  an  excellent  job. 

Running  time,  90  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

Broadway  Has 

Best  Weekend 

Of  New  Season 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
estimated  $40,000.     It  will  be  held 
over. 

Making  way  for  "The  Great  Dicta- 
tor" tonight,  "'Strike  Up  the  Band" 

at  the  Capitol  drew  an  estimated  $40,- 
000  for  the  final  10  days.  The  final 
six  days  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  at the  Astor  were  good  for  an  estimated 
$14,000.  In  its  third  week  at  the 
Strand,  "City  for  Conquest,"  with 
Bobby  Byrne's  band  on  the  stage, drew  an  estimated  $14,000  for  the 
first  three  days.  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American,"  with  Woody  Herman's band  on  the  stage,  opens  Friday. 

"I  Want  a  Divorce"  at  the  Para- 
mount with  Frankie  Master's  band  on 

the  stage  grossed  an  estimated  $14,000 
over  the  weekend  and  should  finish 
its  second  week  tonight  with  an  esti- 

mated $28,000.  "Arise  My  Love"  with 
a  stage  show  headed  by  Tommy  Rey- 

nolds' band,  Jon  Hall  and  Frances 
Langford  opens  at  the  Paramount  to- 

morrow. "Let  George  Do  It"  grossed an  estimated  $2,000  over  the  weekend 
at  the  Globe. 

See  Settlement  of 

Para.-W.B.  Dispute 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

tions  involve  Warner  situations  in 
Wilmington,  Camden  and  the  sur- 

rounding territory,  as  well  as  Phila- 
delphia. 
Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that 

Warners  is  giving  consideration  to  en- 
couraging the  construction  of  theatres 

in  Florida  in  competition  with  the  E. 
J.  Sparks  All-Florida  circuit,  a  Para- 

mount partnership,  with  which  it  has 
been  unable  to  agree  on  terms  for  the 
Warner  new  season's  product.  Extend- 

ed conferences  have  been  held  by  the 
principals  here  and  in  Florida  without 
an  agreement  having  been  reached.  It 
was  stated,  however,  that  further  con- 

ferences may  be  held. 

Admiral  Trial  Set 

For  Nov.  7  in  Phila. 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  14. — Trial  of 

the  anti-trust  suit  filed  against  major 
distributors  by  David  and  Reuben 
Shapiro  last  January  has  been  set  for 
Nov.  7  in  Federal  court  here. 
The  plaintiffs,  who  operate  the  Ad- 

miral here,  are  asking  triple  damages 
of  $225,000  for  allegedly  having  had  its 
product  supply  cut  off  when  it  at- 

tempted to  reduce  admissions  to  com- 
pete with  affiliated  theatres  in  this 

territory. 

Pre-trial  Session 

In  La  Crosse  Suit 
Madison,  Wis.,  Oct.  14. — A  pre- 

trial conference  was  held  here  today 
in  the  La  Crosse  Theatre  Co.'s  $1,- 
050,000  anti-trust  action  against  U.  A., 
20th  Century-Fox,  Paramount,  Min- 

nesota Amusement  and  Welworth  The- 
atres, Inc.  Tentative  trial  date  in 

U.  S.  District  Court  here  has  been  set 
for  Oct.  21,  with  the  possibility  it  may 
be  deferred  a  week  for  depositions. 

G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Certify  AFL  Unit  on 

Studio  Scenic  Work 
Washington,  Oct.  14. — The  Na- 

tional Labor  Relations  Board  today 
announced  that  it  had  certified  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
and  Paper  Hangers  of  America 
(AFL)  as  the  sole  bargaining  repre- 

sentative of  scenic  artists  and  assist- 
ant scenic  artists  at  Warners,  RKO, 

20th  Century-Fox,  Columbia,  Loew's, Universal,  Samuel  Goldwyn  Studios, 
Paramount  and  Hal  Roach  Studios. 
The  certification  was  based  on 

elections  conducted  Sept.  26  and  27  in 
which  58  votes  were  cast  for  the  union 
against  16  for  the  Scenic  Arts  Asso- 

ciation of  America. 

Washington,  Oct.  14. — The  wage- 
hour  division  of  the  Department  of 
Labor  has  announced  new  definitions 

of  the  terms  "executive,"  "adminis- 
trative" and  "professional"  employes as  used  in  the  Fair  Labor  Standards 

Act,  classifying  as  a  professional 
worker  an  employe  receiving  $200  or 
more  in  monthly  salary  and  who, 
among  other  things,  is  engaged  in 
work  "predominantly  original  and 
creative  in  character  in  a  recognized 
field  of  artistic  endeavor  as  opposed 
to  work  which  can  be  produced  by  a 
person  endowed  with  general  manual 
or  intellectual  ability  and  training, 
and  the  result  of  which  depends  pri- 

marily on  the  invention,  imagination 
or  talent  of  the  employe." Announcing  the  new  definitions, 
Wage-Hour  Administrator  Philip  B. 

RCA  Sets  Five-Year 
Loan  of  $15,000,000 

RCA  has  arranged  bank  loans  total- 
ing $15,000,000  for  five  years  at  V/2 

per  cent,  David  Sarnoff,  president,  an- 
nounced yesterday.  The  loan  was  made 

to  expand  research  and  production 
facilities  to  speed  national  defense  or- 

ders for  radio  equipment  and  generally 
increased  orders. 

Griffith  Filing  Extended 
Oklahoma  City,  Oct.  14. — Time 

for  filing  answers  or  objections  to  the 
Government's  interrogatories  in  the 
anti-trust  suit  against  Griffith  Amuse- 

ment Co.  and  major  distributors  has 
been  extended  to  Oct.  31. 

Fleming  explained  that  this  provision 
"has  been  added  to  allow  the  exemp- 

tion of  employes  in  the  artistic  pro- fessions in  the  broad  sense  of  the 

word." 

"The  report  and  recommendation 
showed  that  this  is  meant  to  include 
certain  employes  who  are  writers,  pho- 

tographers, motion  picture  actors,  mu- 
sicians, painters,  etc.,"  he  added. The  new  definitions  were  based  on 

a  report  by  Harold  Stein,  assistant 
director  of  the  hearings  branch,  who 
last  Summer  conducted  lengthy  hear- 

ings at  which  representatives  of  the 
motion  picture  and  other  industries 
submitted  their  views  as  to  how  the 
terms  should  be  defined. 

Persons  classified  as  professional 
workers  under  the  definition  are  ex- 

empt from  the  overtime  provisions  of 
the  wage-hour  act. 

'Dictator'  to  Have 

Premiere  Tonight 

At  Astor,  Capitol 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

wanger,  Floyd  Odium,  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  Jr.,  Maurice  Silverstone, 
Terry  Ramsaye,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin 
L.  Weisl,  Postmaster  General  Frank 
C.  Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colvin 
Brown,  Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia, 
Roy  W.  Howard,  Sam  Shain,  Will 
Hays,  Col.  Julius  Ochs  Adler,  Joseph 
M.  Proskauer,  Jack  L.  Warner,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dan  Arnstein,  George  Back- 

er, Clifton  Fadiman,  Fannie  Hurst. 
Somerset  Maugham,  Constance  Collier, 

Beth  Leary,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Barney 
Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor,  Major  Albert  War- ner, Paul  Block,  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  John  D. 
Hertz,  Jr.,  Theodore  Backer,  Bernard  Gim- bel,  Henry  R.  Luce,  James  McCosker,  John 
Otterson,  Sol  Rosenblatt.  Senator  Robert 
L.  Wagner,  David  O'.  Selznick,  Walter Wanger,  Joan  Bennett,  Lee  Wood,  John 
Hay   Whitney,   James  Warburg. 
Joan  Crawford,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  Stan- ton Griffis,  David  Sarnoff,  William  S. 

Paley,  Mr.  and  Mr.  and  Leo  Spitz,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  Nate  Blumberg,  Jack 
Cohn,  John  Golden,  Edward  M.  Flynn,  Max 
Gordon,  Sam  Harris,  Albert  Lasker,  Lee Shubert. 
Elmer  Rice,  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr., 

Harold  Guinsberg,  Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Kennedy, 
Sam  Lewisohn,  George  Z.  Medalie,  William 
Morris,  Louis  Nizer,  Billy  Rose,  Bill  Rob- 

inson, Harry  M.  Warner,  Police  Commis- 
sioner Lewis  J.  Valentine,  Fire  Commis- sioner John  McElligott,  Jules  Brulatour, 

Messmore  Kendall,  Harry  L.  Gold,  Spyros 
Skouras. 
Irving  Berlin,  Deems  Taylor,  Arthur 

Hays  Zulzberger,  Herbert  Bayard  Swope, 
Sir  William  Wiseman,  Major  Edward 
Bowes,  Stanley  Howe,  Harry  D.  Buckley, Morris  L.  Ernst,  Lester  Jacoby,  Roy  E. 
Larsen,  Conde  Nast,  Frank  Altschul,  How- 

ard Cullman,  Irving  Caesar,  Henry  Drey- 
fuss,  Mark  Eisman,  L.  J.  Schlaifer. 

Chaplin  on  Air  Tonight 
Charlie  Chaplin  will  speak  over  the 

radio  for  the  second  time  in  his  career 
tonight  when  he  will  be  heard  over 
WHN  during  the  broadcast  at  8:15  in 
connection  with  the  premiere  of  "The 
Great  Dictator"  at  the  Capitol.  Chaplin 
spoke  over  the  air  last  in  1928.  Others 
who  will  speak  tonight  include  Jack 
Oakie,  Joan  Crawford,  Joan  Bennett, 
Major  Bowes  and  H.  G.  Wells. 

Petrillo  Halts  Band 

Pickups  from  CBS 
For  the  second  time  since  assuming 

office,  James  C.  Petrillo,  president  of 
American  Federation  of  Musicians, 
yesterday  ordered  remote  band  pick- 

ups off  CBS.  Local  musician  unions 
ar»  having  differences  with  WADC, 
Akron,  and  WGBI,  Scranton,  and 
since  CBS  feeds  both  stations,  Petrillo 
ordered  union  members  not  to  play  for 
the  network's  pickup.  Commercial 
programs  are  not  affected. 

FCC  Avoids  Action 

In  Political  Battle 

Washington,  Oct.  14— FCC  of- 
ficials refused  today  to  be  drawn  into- 

a  dispute  resulting  from  the  action  of 
WBBM,  Chicago,  in  cutting  off  the 
speech  of  George  F.  Barrett,  Republi- 

can candidate  for  State  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, because  of  references  to  Elliott 

Roosevelt's  appointment  as  Army  cap- 
tain. 

On  Defense  Committee 
Thomas  Murtha,  president  of  Local 

1  of  the  Stagehands  Union  here,  and 
David  Sarnoff,  president  of  RCA, 
have  been  appointed  members  of  the 
Local  Defense  Council. 

New  Wage-Hour  Definitions 

For  Industry's  Employes 



tigress! 

jjjAgain  she  is  excit- V  ingly/  magnificently 

herself ...  a  Dietrich 

sinbound  to  hold  men 

spellbound. ..in  a  story 

of  men  maddened  to 

passionate  outburst! 

another 

Joe  Pasternak 

Triumph ! 
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when  they  stand  for 

Quality...  Service 

. . .  Dependability  f 

Thai's  why  the  Prize  Baby  and  the  theatre  advertising  products  he 

represents  have  an  ever  increasing  popularity  in  this  glamorous  busi- 

ness i:^r  That's  why  our  friends  multiply  and  our  products  improve 

That's  why  our  organization  grows  and  our  service  expands  ̂ That's 

why  we  are  proud  of  our  product  and  the  industry  we  serve 

:3r  That's  why  we  keep  quality  up  and  costs  down  m°  That's  why  so 

many  showmen  welcome  the  Three  Best  Seat  Sellers  in  the  Business 
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B  Vay  Crowds 

Hail  'Dictator' 

At  Premiere 

Brilliant  Dual  Opening  at 

Capitol  and  Astor 

By  A.  L.  Finestone  and  S.  A.  Kane 
Broadway  and  as  large  a  portion  of 

New  York  as  could  crowd  itself  with- 
in the  not  too  limited  area  from  44th 

Street  to  53rd  Street  gave  Charlie 
Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dictator"  a  tu- 

multuous welcome  at  its  dual  pre- 
mieres last  night  at  the  Astor  and 

Capitol,  such  as  has  been  accorded  to 
few  films  since  Broadway  moved  up- 
town. 
A  full  hour  before  the  advertised 

starting  time  of  the  picture  the  thor- 
oughfare had  taken  on  a  New  Year's 

A  page  of  pictures  of  no- 
tables attending  the  dual  pre- 
miere of  "The  Great  Dicta- 

tor" at  the  Astor  and  Capitol 
last  night  is  on  Page  7.  Ex- 

cerpts from  the  reviews  by 
critics  of  New  York's  morn- 

ing newspapers  appear  on 
Page  6. 

Eve  appearance  and  the  work  of 
mounted  police,  patrolmen  and  plain- 

clothes men  in  keeping  the  crowds 
moving  past  both  theatre  entrances 
had  begun  in  earnest.  By  8:30  P.M. 
the  street  for  blocks  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  two  houses  was  almost  impass- 

able. At  8 :35  when  Chaplin  and 
Paulette  Goddard  made  their  appear- 

ance at  the  Astor,  the  crowds  broke 
through  police  lines  and  made  move- 

ment in  any  direction  impossible. 
Four  mounted  policemen  drove  their 

horses  onto  the  sidewalk  and  inched 
the  crowd  back  in  two  directions, 
while  a  flying  wedge  of  police  afoot 
managed  to  gain  an  entrance  to  the 
theatre  for  the  couple,  pushing  pedes- 

trians in  off  the  street  ahead  of  them. 
Hard-boiled  news  photographers  who 
took  charge  of  them  in  the  lobby  re- 

marked that  it  was  the  worst  crowd 
experience  they  could  recall. 

At  the  Capitol  the  same  scene  was 
being  enacted.  Crowds  that  over- 

whelmed the  police  guards  there  swept 
former  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith  to 
his  knees,  where  he  remained  until 
rescued  by  a  flying  wedge  of  officers. 

Mounted  police  remained  on  the  side- 
walks until  9  P.M.,  with  all  pedes 

trian  traffic  at  a  complete  halt  and 
vehicular  traffic  snarled  for  blocks 
around.  The  crowd  broke  through  the 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

'Dictator'  Advance 
Sale  Up  to  $45,000 

Advance  ticket  sale  for 
"The  Great  Dictator"  at  the 
Astor  jumped  from  approxi- 

mately $26,000  yesterday  morn- 
ing to  $45,000  by  the  end  of 

the  day.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable,  in  the  opinion  of 
theatre  officials,  since  the 
spurt  occurred  prior  to  any 
public  showing  of  the  picture. 
The  Astor  is  sold  out  for 
about  two  weeks. 

Para.  Closes  Deal 

With  W.  B.  Circuit 

For  Philadelphia 

A  deal  by  which  Paramount's  new season  product  will  play  the  Warner 
Circuit  in  Philadelphia  and  adjacent 
cities  was  negotiated  here  yesterday  by 
officials  of  the  two  companies,  thus 
ending  serious  differences  over  terms 
which  threatened  at  one  stage  of  the 
negotiations  to  end  in  Paramount's selling  away  from  Warners  in  one  of 
the  latter's  strongest  theatre  situa- tions. 

The  deal  was  closed  by  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  Paramount  vice-president  and 
distribution  head;  J.  J.  Unger,  Para- 

mount Eastern  sales  manager ;  Joseph 
Bernhard,  Warner  theatre  head,  and 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

SEE  DECREE  READY 

BY  END  OF  MONTH 

Kelly  Heads 

UA  Domestic 

Distribution 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  of 
United  Artists  in  charge  of  foreign 
operations,  yesterday  was  named  by 
Maurice  Silver- 
stone,  chief  ex- ecutive of  the 
company,  to 
head  United 
Artists'  domes- tic distribution. Walter  Gould, 
assistant  to 
Kelly,  was 
named  to  suc- ceed him  as 
hear  of  foreign 
distribution. 
No  other 

changes  in  the 
company's  sales 
department  are 
contemplated.  Harry  L.  Gold  will 
continue  as  vice-president  in  charge (Continued  on  page  4) 

Arthur  W.  Kelly 

"The  Great  Dictator' 

[Chaplin — United  Artists] 
Chariot  returns  to  screen 

in  brilliant  topical  comedy 

IN  his  first  production  in  nearly  five  years,  one  for  which  the  motion 
picture  audience  has  been  waiting  expectantly  during  the  two  years 
of  its  development,  Charles  Chaplin  has  turned  the  light  of  his 

genius  in  comedy  and  satire  on  the  most  provocative  world  situation  in 
modern  history. 

Chaplin  essays  the  dual  role  of  Hynkel,  Dictator  of  Tomania,  and  a 
Jewish  barber  of  the  Ghetto,  and  from  these  vantage  points  executes 
a  remarkable  satire  on  dictatorship  and  its  spirit  of  ambition-impelled 
cruelty  and  greed  for  power.  In  this  picture  in  many  instances  Chaplin 
has  carried  his  amazing  gift  for  the  subtly  comic  approach  to  the  highest 

point  of  his  long  and  gem-studded  career  as  the  screen's  acknowledged 
master  of  the  pantomimic  form  of  expression. 

He  has  been  relentless  in  pointing  up  the  characteristics  of  the  per- 
sonalities he  has  satirized:  Hitler,  Mussolini,  Goering  and  Goebbels. 

His  own  portrait  of  Hitler  is  a  masterpiece  of  adroit  comic  characteriza- 
tion;  Jack  Oakie  as  Napaloni,  Dictator  of  Bacteria,  is  effective;  Billy 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Hearing  Postponed  Until 

Tuesday;  Arbitration 
Talks  Continue 

The  proposed  Federal  consent  de- 
cree may  be  in  readiness  for  pres- entation to  Federal  Judge  Henry 

W.  Goddard  by  the  end  of  the 
month,  Government  representatives 
said  yesterday  following  a  routine 
postponement  to  next  Tuesday  of 
the  court  hearing  on  the  progress 
of  the  decree  negotiations. 

Completed  parts  of  the  decree 
have  been  submitted  to  Attor- 

ney General  Robert  H.  Jackson 
and  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  but  neither 
will  act  on  the  decree  until  the 
entire  draft  in  its  final  form 
has  been  presented  to  them,  it 
was  said. 
Preparation  of  the  arbitration  rules 

which  supplement  the  decree  was  re- 
sumed here  yesterday  and  daily  ses- 

sions will  be  held  the  rest  of  this  week 
in  an  effort  to  complete  them  and  to 
finish  the  drafting  of  decree  provisions 
providing  for  the  disposition  of  other 
pending  Government  anti-trust  suits and  the  B.  &  K.  and  Fox  West  Coast 
decrees  insofar  as  they  affect  the  five 
consenting  companies. 

Jacob  Schechter,  attorney  for  Al- lied T.  O.  of  New  York,  an  M.P.T. 

O.A.  affiliate,  attended  yesterday's hearing  before  Judge  Goddard  as  an 
observer.  He  did  not  address  the 
court  at  the  hearing  at  which  Judge 

Goddard  granted  another  week's  post- ponement at  the  request  of  J.  Stephen 
Doyle,  Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Meanwhile,  Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T. 
O.A.  president,  replying  to  a  commu- nication addressed  to  trade  papers  by 

Abram  Myers,  Allied  States  chairman (Continued  on  page  4) 

W.  B.  to  Distribute 

Raid  Subject  Here 
London,  Oct.  15. — The  press 

today  received  enthusiastic- 
ally the  Ministry  of  Informa- 

tion's short  subject,  "London 
Can  Take  It,"  for  which 
Quentin  Reynolds,  war  cor- 

respondent of  Collier's,  pro- vided the  narrative. 
Warners  has  acquired  the 

subject  for  distribution  in  the 
United  States,  Canada  and 
Latin  America. 
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Ask  Credit  Bank 

Plan  Be  Revived 

London,  Oct.  15. — Indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  plan  for  a  British 

Films  Credit  Bank  might  lead  the  in- 
dustry into  the  same  plight  in  which 

it  found  itself  at  the  close  of  the  last 
war,  the  second  annual  report  of  the 
Film  Council  declares. 
The  report,  made  public  by  the 

Board  of  Trade,  says  the  council  re- 
solved recently  to  pursue  the  matter, 

with  the  object  of  devising  in  advance 
"in  collaboration  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  a  complete  scheme  whereby  the 
British  industry  will  become  credit- 

worthy," to  be  launched  at  the  right moment. 
The  report  showed  that  17  old  Brit- 

ish films  were  refused  for  registration 
and  five  films  submitted  under  the 
quality  clause  were  denied  registra- 

tion for  the  distributor  quota.  Dis- 
tributor quota  defaults  for  the  year 

ended  March,  1939,  totaled  12,  com- 
pared with  10  the  previous  year.  Ex- 

hibitor quota  defaults  were  437  com- 
pared to  72. 

The  report  states  :  "The  only  favor- able war  factor  is  the  enhanced  value 
of  the  film  as  a  medium  of  informa- 

tion and  in  the  strengthening  of  public 

morale." 

Morris  Rejoins  W.  B. 
Sam  E.  Morris,  formerly  in  charge 

of  Warners'  foreign  distribution,  is 
now  associated  with  theatre  operation 
under  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  man- 

ager of  the  Warner  circuit.  Morris 
has  been  on  leave  of  absence  for  sev- 

eral months  due  to  illness. 

Personal  Mention 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Univer- sal vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager,  is  en  route  to  the  Coast 
for  studio  conferences. 

• 
James  Roosevelt  will  arrive  from 

the  Coast  on  Friday. 
• 

Howard  Dietz,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  John  Nolan,  Oscar  Doob, 
Herman  Robbins,  William  Orr, 
Russell  Holman  and  David  Wein- 
stock  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. • 

Harry  Buckley,  Clarence  Eise- 
man,  Charles  Stern  and  Bert 
Stearn  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.)  yester- 

day for  lunch. • 

Edward  Peskay,  Robert  Wolff, 
Emanuel  Silverstone  and  Abe 

Montague  lunching  at  Lindy's  (next to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday. 
• 

Dennis  A.  Ross,  Dan  Frankel, 
Herman  Wobber,  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  Jack  Mills,  Maurice  Berg- 

man and  Milton  Silver  at  the  Tav- 
ern yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Balaban, 
J.  J.  Murdock,  Marcus  Heiman, 
Alexander  Ince,  John  Golden, 
George  Ballanchine,  Max  Gordon, 
Lee  Shubert,  Arthur  Loew,  Sidney 
Phillips,  Leif  Erickson,  Eddie 
Dowling,  Robert  Weitman,  Albert 
Lasker,  William  Carey,  Sam  Shain 
and  Clayton  Bond  having  lunch  yes- 

terday at  Sardi's. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO -COAST 

if  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 
reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HAvemeyer6-5000. Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  \7.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  7:05  am 
The  Plainsman  .         .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .  .  10:30  pm 
~\  r- 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

EMANUEL  SILVERSTONE  will leave  today  for  Cleveland  for  the 
trade  showing  there  of  "The  Thief  of 
Bagdad."  Returning,  he  will  visit  Buf- falo for  the  same  purpose. 

• 
Godfrey  Bergman,  who  has  been 

named  manager  of  the  new  1,200-seat 
house  in  Willemstad,  Curacao,  N.W.I., 
will  sail  from  this  country  to  his  new 
post  on  Nov.  8. • 
Garson  Kanin,  director,  will  ad- 

dress a  New  York  University  class 
tomorrow  evening. 

• 
Morris  Kinzler  has  a  birthday  to- day. 

• 
Harry  Goldberg,  director  of  pub- 

licity and  advertising  for  Warner 
Theatres,  returns  today  from  Johns- 

town, Pa. 
• 

Joseph  Corcos,  assistant  manager  of 
the   Caribib  Theatre,   Kingston,  Ja- 

maica, B.W.I. ,  is  in  New  York. 
• 

John  Farmer  of  the  staff  of  George 
Schaefer,  RKO  president,  is  chair- 

man of  the  RKO  bowling  committee. 
Other  members  are  James  Clark  and 
Lou  Gaudreau. 

Reeve  Resigns  as 

20th-Fox  Ad  Head 

Arch  Reeve,  advertising  manager 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  resigned  yes- 

terday. Although  he  plans  to  return 
to  Hollywood  where  his  home  and 
other  interests  have  remained  since 
his  transfer  East  six  years  ago,  he 
has  agreed  to  stay  with  the  company 
until  work  he  has  in  hand  is  com- 

pleted. He  formerly  was  studio  publicity 
manager  for  Paramount  and  later 
for  20th  Century-Fox. 
No  successor  has  been  selected  as 

yet  by  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity. 

Del  Goodman  Quits 

Post  with  20th-Fox 
Del  Goodman,  Far  Eastern  manager 

for  20th  Century-Fox  for  the  past  15 
years,  has  resigned  this  week.  He 
stated  he  would  take  a  short  vacation 
before  announcing  a  new  affiliation 
with  a  major  company. 
For  the  present,  no  successor  will 

be  named,  said  Walter  J.  Hutchinson, 
foreign  chief. 

Green  Luncheon  Today 
Hal  M.  Green  of  the  RKO  press 

book  department  will  be  tendered  a 
farewell  luncheon  today  at  Maison 
Louis.  He  is  resigning  to  enter  an- 

other business.  S.  Barret  McCormick, 
director,  will  head  a  group  from  the 
advertising  and  publicity  department. 

Rites  for  Bradbury 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 

noon  today  at  Walter  B.  Cooke's Funeral  Chapel  for  James  Bradbury, 
83,  who  died  Saturday  at  the  Percy 
Williams  Home,  East  Islip,  L.  I. 
After  a  long  career  on  the  legitimate 
stage,  Bradbury  entered  films  in 
1926. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

/7~T  HE  presidential  battle  highlights 
-*•  the  new  issues,  while  war  cover- 

age is  limited  to  the  African  campaign 
Edgar  Bergen's  Charlie  McCarthy 
provides  a  dash  of  comedy  as  he  "joins 
the  army,"  while  the  auto  show  in 
New  York  and  football  games  are  in-, 
eluded.    The  contents: 
MOVIETONE    NEWS,   No.   11— War  ii 

Africa.  King  Michael  of  Rumania.  Roose 
velt  in  Dayton;  Willkie  in  Boston.  Aut' 
show  in  New  York.  Rodeo  at  Madison 
Square  Garden.  Football. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  209— E vacua tion  of  Somaliland.  Roosevelt  on  tour  ot 

defenses.  Willkie  in  New  England.  King 
Michael  of  Rumania.  Charlie  McCarthy 
joins  army  air  corps.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  14— Draft  in 

Canada.  Auto  show  opens  in  New  York 
Charlie  McCarthy  joins  the  army.  Roose 
velt  defense  tour.  Willkie  speaks  in  Boston 
Air  battle  in  Africa.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  14— Roosevel inspects  defenses.  Willkie  tours  New  Eng 

land.  R.  A.  F.  in  African  raid.  Auti 
show  in  New  York.  "They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted"  premiere  in  California.  Foot ball. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  919— 

Roosevelt  inspects  defenses.  Planes  for 
England  made  in  New  York.  Willkie  in 
Boston.  Charlie  McCarthy  joins  army  air 
corps.  New  York  auto  show.  Rodeo  in 
New   York.  Football. 

Laughton  Guest  at 
Music  Hall  Party 

Charles  Laughton,  star  of  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted,"  was 
guest  of  honor  yesterday  afternoon  at 
a  cocktail  party  in  the  reception  room 
of  the  Music  Hall,  where  the  film  is 
playing.  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  man- 

aging director  of  the  theatre,  was 
host. 
Among  those  present  were:  Gus 

Eyssell,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  William 
Mallard,  A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Garrett 
Van  Wagner,  Harry  Michalson,  Cres- 
son  Smith,  Arthur  Willi,  S.  Barret 
McCormick,  John  J.  O'Connor,  W. 
H.  Clark,  Fred  Lynch,  William  Mer- 

rill, Max  Fellerman,  Leon  Bamberger, 
Fred  Meyers,  Malcolm  Kingsberg, 
Phil  Reisman,  L.  P.  Yandell,  Michael 
Hoffa,  Gen.  James  G.  Harbord,  Sam 
Shain,  Garson  Kanin,  Elsa  Lanches- 
ter,  Julia  McCarthy,  Wanda  Hale, 
Tom  Pryor,  Kelcey  Allen,  Alice 
Hughes,  Leo  Mishkin,  Terry  Ram- 
saye,  Gordon  Youngman,  Ed  Zabel. 
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'Flames'  Programs 
Over  267  Stations 

Paramount  has  purchased 
267  stations  of  CBS  and  Mu- 

tual for  programs  in  connec- 
tion with  "World  in  Flames," 

the  largest  number  ever  to 
have  been  bought  by  a  film 
company  for  a  single  film. 
The  entire  continental  CBS 

network  of  116  stations  will 
be  used  Saturday,  Oct.  26  at 
7:45  P.M.  with  Elmer  Rice, 
Maj.  Gen.  George  Fielding 
Eliot  and  Ray  Bloch's  orches- 

tra. On  Thursday,  Oct.  24,  at 
10:15  P.M.,  Raymond  Gram 
Swing,  Wythe  Williams  and 
the  same  band  will  be  heard 
over  151  Mutual  stations. 
Buchanan  &  Co.  was  the 
agency. 

Decentralize  Fox 

English  Company 

London,  Oct.  15.— The  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox British  organization  has 

been  decentralized  to  minimize  the 
risk  of  serious  interruption  from  the 
Nazi  blitzkrieg,  according  to  Francis 
L.  Harley,  managing  director. 

Production,  publicity  and  London 
sales  have  been  retained  here  under 
the  command  of  Harley.  Sales  head- 

quarters in  Manchester  are  under  the 
,supervision  of  Sutton  Dawes.  A  sec- 

ondary sales  office  is  in  Birmingham, 
and  the  secretary  and  administrative 
■  records  have  gone  to  Pinckney  Manor, 
near  Rugby. 

Branches  are  operating  as  individ- 
ual businesses,  maintaining  their  own 

print  stocks. 

Metro  Preview  of 

Short  at  Air  Field 

Navy  officials,  heads  of  youth  or- 
ganizations and  members  of  the  press 

yesterday  were  carried  in  three  navy 
planes  from  New  York  Bay  to  Floyd 
"Bennett  Field,  Brooklyn,  to  see  an 
M-G-M  documentary  two-reel  short, 
"Eyes  of  the  Navy."  Si  Seadler, 
M-G-M  advertising  manager,  and 
Herb  Morgan  of  the  short  subjects 
department,  handled  the  program, 
which  included  a  brief  talk  by  Ar- 

thur DeBra  of  the  Hays  Office  and  a 
buffet  luncheon. 
The  film  was  made  in  the  interest 

of  recruiting  for  the  Naval  Air 
Force  and  will  be  released  on  Navy 
Day,  Oct.  27  as  a  special  on  the  com- 

pany's shorts  program. 

Airlines  to  Open 
The  Airlines  News  Theatre,  new 

528-seat  newsreel  house  at  42nd  St. 
and  Park  Ave.,  will  be  opened  tomor- 

row night  by  Dave  Dubin,  who  also 
operates  the  Grand  Central  Newsreel. 

Ban  French  Pictures 

A  French  film,  "Have  You  Nothing 
to  Declare,"  distributed  in  this  coun- 

try by  Foreign  Films,  Inc.,  has  been 
banned  by  the  New  York  State  cen- 

sor board.    The  ban  will  be  appealed. 

Balcon  on  Council 
London,  Oct.  15. — Michael  Balcon 

has  succeeded  Capt.  Richard  Norton 
on  the  Cinematograph  Films  Coun- 
cil. 

Hollywood  Reviews 

"The  Hit  Parade  of  1941" 
(Republic) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  15 
OFFERING  a  gay  and  amusing  array  of  evenly  gifted  specialists  in 

the  field  of  light  and  tuneful  entertainment  in  a  swift  and  orderly 

display  of  their  varied  talents,  Republic's  annual  musical  supplies  blithe 
entertainment  against  a  background  story  about  television  and  radio. 

Paired  in  the  romantic  leads  are  Kenny  Baker  and  Frances  Langford, 
both  pleasantly  vocal,  singly,  together  and  in  leading  numbers.  Featured 
in  the  dance  department  and  stopping  the  show  with  a  solo  conga  is  Ann 
Miller,  who  also  permits  her  singing  ability  or  lack  of  it  to  be  used  in 
the  story  for  laugh  purposes.  Hugh  Herbert  gives  the  picture  benefit 
of  one  of  his  best  eccentric  impersonations,  Patsy  Kelly,  Phil  Silvers 
and  Mary  Boland  also  contributing  to  the  comedy  content.  Franklin 
Pangborn,  Sterling  Holloway,  Donald  McBride  and  Barnet  Parker  are 
the  other  principals. 

Borrah  Minevitch  and  his  Harmonica  Rascals  are  twice  brought  forth 
in  the  film  to  execute  the  routines  which  have  made  their  fame.  Six 
Hits  and  a  Miss  figure  importantly  in  production  numbers,  a  sequence 
of  which  builds  up  to  a  finale  reviving  songs  of  yesteryear  in  a  manner  to 
satisfy  customers  of  all  ages. 

John  H.  Auer  directed  the  film  with  eye  to  smoothness,  speed  and 
point,  gaining  a  unity  seldom  achieved  in  musicals.  Music  by  Jule 
Styne  and  lyrics  by  Walter  Bullock  are  well  above  par.  It  is  a  Sol  C. 
Siegel  production  from  a  screenplay  by  Bradford  Ropes,  F.  Hugh  Her- 

bert and  Maurice  Leo,  a  timely  and  highly  screenworthy  item  of  mer- chandise. 

Running  time,  86  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Moon  Over  Burma" 
(Paramount) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  15. — Plated  in  the  teak  lumbering  country  in  Burma, 

this  film  replaces  Dorothy  Lamour's  sarong  with  more  conventional attire. 
This  departure  from  the  normal  met  with  the  evident  satisfaction  of  a 

preview  audience  which  had  an  earthquake  to  think  about  during  the 
last  reel,  as  well. 

Co-starring  with  Miss  Lamour  are  Robert  Preston  and  Preston  Fos- 
ter, as  friends  and  partners  in  a  teak  plantation  they  run  for  the  blind 

owner  protrayed  by  Albert  Basserman.  Meeting  Miss  Lamour  in  a  cafe 
where  she  is  engaged  as  singer,  Preston  brings  her  back  to  the  planta- 

tion, offers  to  marry  her.  But  meanwhile  Foster  has  fallen  in  love  with 
her  and  she  with  him. 

The  cast  includes  Doris  Nolan,  as  the  daughter  of  a  banker  out  to  ruin 
the  plantation,  the  girl  being  in  love  with  Foster.  Her  father  is  por- 

trayed by  Frederic  Worlock. 
Replete  with  action  ranging  from  a  jungle  fire  to  the  break-up  of  a 

log  jam,  the  picture  was  produced  by  A.  M.  Botsford  and  directed  by 
Louis  King.  The  screenplay,  by  Frank  Wead,  W.  P.  Lipscomb  and 
Harry  Clork,  was  based  on  a  story  by  Wilson  Collison.  Two  songs, 

"Moon  Over  Burma"  by  Frederick  Hollander  and  Frank  Loesser,  and 
"Mexican  Magic,"  by  Harry  Revel  and  Loesser,  are  sung  by  Miss  La- mour. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.  "G."*  W.S. 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven" 
( Universal) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  15. — "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  is  a  sequel  to  "The 
Under-Pup,"  little  Gloria  Jean's  first  film.  It  is  produced  with  the  same 
human  touch  and  the  same  lyric  qualities  for  which  Joe  Pasternak,  pro- 

ducer, is  now  noted.  The  film  is  a  simple,  compelling  story  of  a  little 
girl  who  upon  becoming  a  well  paid  radio  singer  finds  that  her  family 
has  become  snobbish. 

In  the  film  with  her  again  as  her  family  are  Hugh  Herbert,  C.  Au- 
brey Smith,  Nan  Grey,  Nana  Bryant  and  Frank  Jenks.  Chief  among 

the  support  are  Robert  Stack,  Stuart  Erwin,  Eugene  Pallette,  Billy 
Gilbert,  and  two  youngsters  listed  as  "Butch  and  Buddy,"  the  latter 
three  having  appeared  with  her  in  the  first  film. 

Daniel  Taradash,  Gertrude  Purcell  and  Harold  Goldman  adapted  the 
original  story,  written  by  the  late  Grover  Jones,  and  provided  a  smoothly 
flowing  vehicle  for  the  girl's  acting  and  singing.  She  sings  five  songs. Andrew  Marton  directed  the  film  in  the  best  Pasternak  tradition. 

Of  added  exploitation  importance  to  exhibitors  is  the  fact  that  some 

of  the  "uncles"  of  the  girl  are  played  by  Charles  Ray,  Noah  Beery,  Sr., 
Maurice  Costello,  Monte  Blue,  Pat  O'Malley,  Kenneth  Harlan,  William 
Desmond  and  Fred  Kelsey. 

Running  time,  84  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

*  "G"  denotes  gen-eral  classification. 

Cooperative 

Theatre  Plan 

Set  by  Equity 

Cooperative,  experimental  theatres 
with  the  approval  of  the  Dramatists 
Guild  and  Actors  Equity  loomed  as  a 
definite  possibility  yesterday  when  the 
Guild  notified  Equity  that  it  had  ap- 

proved the  proposition  in  principle  and 
had  appointed  a  committee  with  full 
power  to  draw  all  necessary  regula- tions. 

Under  the  terms  of  Equity's  pro- 
posal, a  group  of  actors  will  be  per- mitted to  put  on  a  show  without 

drawing  salaries.  All  production  costs 
will  be  borne  cooperatively  and  the 
engagement  will  be  limited  to  three 
performances.  The  cast  will  have 
complete  rights  to  sell  the  show  to 
any  private  manager  and  will  share  in 
the  proceeds.  The  Guild  has  agreed 
to  waive  its  minimum  royalties  and  to 
permit  the  author  to  relinquish  his 
control  over  the  script  for  six  months, 
after  which  time  it  reverts  to  him. 

Both  unions  will  keep  a  close  watch 
over  the  actual  working  of  the  experi- 

ment and  intend  to  guard  against  the 
possibility  that  managers  may  seek  to 
use  the  cooperative  group  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining  a  public  tryout  of  a 
play  at  little  or  no  expense,  a  union 
spokesman  explained. 

'Westerner'  Takes 

$12,800,  Providence 
Providence,  Oct.  15.  —  Loew's 

State's  double,  "The  Westerner"  and 
"Sky  Murder,"  drew  $12,800.  "Strike 
Up  the  Band"  and  "Dulcy"  at  the 
RKO  Albee  took  $5,500  at  the  Carl- ton. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  9-10: "Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky" RKO-ALBEE-(2,239) 
days.  2nd  week.  Gross: 
$6,000) "The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $12,800.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.B.) 
MAJESTIC — (2,250)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 Gross:  $6,700.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Private  Affairs"  (Univ.) "Ski  Patrol"  (Univ.) 
STRAND— (2,200)    (28c-39c-50c)  7 Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

CARLTON— (1,526)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) 
METROPOLITAN— (3,045)      (28c -39c -55c- 75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  George  Jessel, Rochelle  Hudson,  Isabel  Jewell,  Lya  Lys, 

etc.  Gross:  $4,500.   (Average  $8,000) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (Z0th-Fox) "I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S — (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)      7  days. Gross:  $2,000.  (Average,  $2,500) 

"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.B.)  (3  days) 
"Comin'    Round    the    Mountain"  (Para.) (3  days) 
"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.B.)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE  —  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. Gross:  $1,600.  (Average,  $1,700) 

(RKO) 
(28c-39c-50c)  7 
$6,000.  (Average, 

days. 

days. 

days. 
$3,500) 

Infringement  Suit  Starts 
Trial  of  the  suit  of  John  Joseph 

Davila  against  Warner  Bros.,  NBC, 
CBS  and  about  50  music  publishers, 
started  yesterday  before  Federal 
Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum.  The 
plaintiff  claims  infringement  of  his 
song  "If  I  Were  a  Spider  and  You 
Were  a  Fly"  in  "The  Desert  Song." The  trial  will  continue  on  October 21. 
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Coast  Busy  on 

34  New  Films; 

Now  Editing  71 

Hollywood,  Oct.  15. — Thirty-four 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week  as  11  were  finished  and  six 
started.  Fourteen  are  being  prepared 
and  71  are  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studio : 
Columbia 

In  Work:  "This  Thing  Called 
Love,"  "Legacy." 
Started:  "Across  the  Sierras," 

"Ocean  Gold." 
Korda 

In  Work :   "Lady  Hamilton." 
Loew-Lewin 

In  Work :  "Flotsam." 
M-G-M 

Finished:  "Go  West,"  "Gallant 

Sons." In    Work :     "Flight  Command," 
"Comrade  X." 

Started:    "Come  Live  With  Me." 
Monogram 

Finished :  "Phantom  of  Chinatown," 
"Oklahoma  Bound." 

Producers  Releasing 

Finished :  "Riders  of  Black  Moun- 

tain." Paramount 

In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings," 
"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun,"  "You're  the  One," 
"Doomed  Caravan." RKO 

In  Work :   "Citizen  Kane,"  "You'll 
Find  Out,"  "Kitty  Foyle,"  "Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Smith,"   "Let's   Make  Music," 
"Playgirl,"  "Three  Girls  and  a  Gob." 

Republic 
Finished :    "Texas  Terror." 
In  Work :  "The  Mysterious  Dr. 

Satan,"  "Barnyard  Follies." 
Started :    "Border  Legion." 

20th  Century-Fox 

Finished :  "Chad  Hanna,"  "Ride, 
Kelly,  Ride,"  "The  Private  Practice 
of  Michael  Shayne." 

In  Work  :  "Tin  Pan  Alley,"  "West- 
ern Union." Universal 

Finished:    "San  Francisco  Docks." 
In  Work  :  "The  Bank  Dick,"  "Trail 

of  the  Vigilantes." 
Started :  "The  Invisible  Woman." 

Warners 

Finished:  "The  Lady  with  Red 

Hair." In  Work :  "South  of  Suez,"  "Car- 
nival," "Trial  and  Error." 

Started:    "She  Couldn't  Say  No." 

Providence  Raises 

"North  West"  Scale 
Providence,  Oct.  15. — The  Strand 

will  play  "North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice" at  advanced  prices,  beginning Oct.  25.  Manager  Edward  L.  Reed 

has  scaled  his  house  to  coincide  with 

prices  Loew's  State  got  for  "Boom 
Town"  earlier  in  the  season,  with  65 
cents  top  at  night. 

In  New  Haven  RKO  Post 
New  Haven,  Oct.  15. — Francis 

Joyce,  former  assistant  shipper  at  the 
RKO  office  here,  has  been  promoted 
to  assistant  booker,  following  the  res- 

ignation of  Stanley  Levin. 

Metro  Creates  Fifth  Film 

Series  with  John  Shelton 

Hollywood,  Oct.  15 
M-G-M  has  announced  the  creation 

of  a  new  series  of  pictures,  to 
feature  John  Shelton  and  Ann 
Rutherford,  depicting  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  a  young  married  couple. 
Virginia  Weidler  will  appear  in  the 

group  as  Miss  Rutherford's  sister. 
First  will  be  "Keeping  Company"  and 
S.  Sylvan  Simon  will  direct.  Sam- 

uel Marx  will  produce,  from  an 
original  story  by  Herman  Man- kiewicz. 

This  will  make  the  fifth  series  at 
M-G-M,  the  others  being  the  Judge 
Hardy  Family,  Dr.  Kildare,  the 
"Maisie,"  and  the  "Nick  Carter" 
groups. •  • 

One  of  the  most  unusual  con- 
tracts in  Hollywood  was  signed 

over  the  weekend  by  Harry  Sher- 
man, producer,  and  Bill  Boyd,  star. 

The  tenure  of  the  contract  calling 
for  Boyd's  services  will  be  deter- 

mined by  the  box-office  popularity 
of  "Hopalong  Cassidy,"  the  charac- 

ter he  portrays  in  Sherman's  west- ern series. •  • 

Warners  has  purchased  Irwin 
Shaw's  play,  "The  Gentle  People," 
as  a  vehicle  for  Ann  Sheridan,  John 
Garfield,  Thomas  Mitchell  and 
Albert  Basserman.  Jerry  Wald 
and  Richard  Macaulay  will  write 

the  script  .  .  .Jan  Struther's  book, 
"Mrs.  Miniver,"  has  been  bought  by 
M-G-M  for  Greer  Garson.  James 
Hilton  and  R.  C.  Sheriff  will  do 
the  screenplay,  and  Sidney  Franklin 
will  produce.  .  .  .  Sigmund  Neufeld 
draws  the  production  assignment  of 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.  "Lone 
Rider"  western  series  to  star  George Houston. 

•  • 
William  C.  Riter,  formerly  with 

Columbia,  has  been  appointed  sales 
manager  for  the  Los  Angeles  ex- 

change of  the  company  by  Sam  Na- 
thanson,  western  franchise  holder 
.  .  .  William  Christy  has  been  made 
assistant  general  sales  manager  for 
Forum  Films,  Inc.,  by  James  S. 
Burkett,  president  .  .  .  M-G-M  has 
extended  Hedy  Lamarr's  contract 
.  .  .  Ernst  Lubitsch  has  set  "That 
Uncertain  Feeling"  as  the  title  for  his 
film  to  star  Merle  Oberon  and  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas  .  .  .  Walter  Wanger 
has  been  named  to  represent  the  mo- 

tion picture  industry  on  the  commit- 
tee supervising  National  Art  Week, 

Nov.  25  to  Dec.  2  .  .  .  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox has  given  term  contracts  to 

actors  Charles  Lang  and  Roy  Har- 
ris ..  .  Grant  Richards  will  play 

the  masculine  lead  in  "40,000  Smiths," 
play  written  and  produced  by  De- 
sider  Pek  at  the  Ben  Bard  Play- 

house, starting  Oct.  22  .  .  .  Edmund 
Goulding  will  direct  "Mr.  Skeffing- 
ton,"  Irene  Dunne  vehicle  at  War- ners. 

•  • 
"One  Hour  of  Glory,"  original 

story  by  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart, 
has  been  set  by  Warners  for 
Thomas  Mitchell  .  .  .  "Play  Girl"  is 
the  new  title  for  RKO's  "Debu- 

tantes, Inc."  .  .  .  Marjorie  Main  gets 
a  term  contract  from  M-G-M  and 
will  appear  in  "Wild  Man  of  Bor- 

neo," in  which  Frank  Morgan  has 
the  top  role  .  .  .  Wolfgang  Rein- 
hardt,  Warner  producer,  has  been 
given  a  contract  extension  .  .  . 

Wesley  Ruggles  is  considering  "I Tasted  Death,"  aviation  story  by 
Lieut.  Bentley  Travis,  as  his  next 
Columbia  production  .  .  .  Ruth  Hus- 
sey  will  play  opposite  Spencer 
Tracy  in  M-G-M's  story  based  on the  life  of  Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell, 
which  Mervyn  LeRoy  will  direct. 

•  • 
Jesse  L.  Lasky  is  producing  in 

collaboration  with  Henry  Duffy 
"Quiet*  Please,"  play  about  Holly- wood, at  the  Biltmore  Theatre  for 
three  weeks  ...  A  son  was  born  last 
week  to  Mrs.  Joseph  Mankiewicz 
.  .  .  Columbia  has  purchased  "A  Cool 
Million,"  play  of  New  York,  for  a Sam  Bischoff  production.  The  screen 
treatment  was  written  by  Boris  Ing- 
stes  and  Nathaniel  West  .  .  .  Rob- 

ert Sherwood,  young  radio  writer- 
director-producer,  has  started  his  first 
film  "Legacy,"  with  Warner  Bax- 

ter, Ingrid  Bergman,  Susan  Hay- 
ward,  Fay  Wray  and  Johnny 
Downs  in  the  top  roles.  Columbia 
will  release  .  .  .  Nancy  Kelly  goes 
into  a  top  role  of  20th  Century-Fox' "Breach  of  Discipline"  .  .  .  Carol Hughes  is  appearing  opposite  Roy 
Rogers  in  Republic's  "Border  Le- 

gion." 

•  • 

Oscar  Levant  joins  the  cast  of 
Paramount's  "Kiss  the  Boys  Good- 

bye" .  .  .  Frank  Morgan  and  Fay 
Holden  are  set  for  "Ziegfeld  Girl" at  M-G-M  .  .  .  The  feminine  lead 
of  Sherman-Paramount's  "In  Old 
Colorado"  goes  to  Dana  Dale  .  .  . 
Maureen  O'Sullivan  will  have  the 
second  feminine  lead  in  M-G-M's 
"Maisie  Was  a  Lady"  .  .  .  Irving 
Cummings  will  direct  20th  Century- 
Fox's  "Rings  on  Her  Fingers." 

Kelly  Heads 

UA  Domestic 

Distribution 

I 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

of  Eastern  and  Canadian  sales,  and 
L.  J.  Schlaifer  as  vice-president  i 
charge  of  Western  sales. 

The  appointment  of  a  single  sales 
chief  has  been  uppermost  in  Silver-, 
stone's  mind  for  some  time,  as  has 
been  generally  known  in  the  trade. 
For  that  reason,  Kelly's  appointment 
is  not  surprising  and  is  in  line  with 
Silverstone's  established  policy  of 
choosing  his  appointees  from  the  com- 

pany's own  ranks. 
The  new  United  Artists  distribution 

chief  has  been  associated  with  the 
company  for  more  than  20  years  and 
has  headed  its  foreign  distribution  for 
the  past  14  years,  during  which  time 
the  company's  foreign  operations  have 
been  consistently  successful.  At  two 
intervals  in  the  past  he  has  served  as 
head  of  United  Artists  world-wide 
distribution,  both  domestic  and  for 
eign.  The  first  occasion  was  immedi- 

ately following  the  resignation  of  Al 
Lichtman  and  the  second  preceded  the 
appointment  of  George  J.  Schaefer 
as  United  Artists  distribution  head 
about  three  years  ago. 

Office  Employes  to 

Start  Vote  Oct.  22 
Hollywood,  Oct.  15. — Elections  to 

determine  whether  office  workers  at 
various  studios  want  the  Screen  Office 
Employes  Guild  to  act  as  collective 
bargaining  agency  will  start  Oct.  22, 
Walter  Spreckels,  National  Labor  Re- 

lations Board  regional  director,  an- 
nounced today. 

Each  lot  will  vote  separately,  with 
Columbia  and  RKO  employes  voting 
on  Oct.  22  and  Hal  Roach  employes 
on  Nov.  4.  Dates  for  other  studios 
will  be  set  this  week. 

Decree  Seen  Ready 

By  End  of  Month (Continued  from  pagt  1) 

and  general  counsel,  in  which  Myers 
inquired  where  Kuykendall  stood  on 
provisions  of  the  decree  other  than  the 
block-of-five  sales  proposal,  pointed 
out  that  his  views  had  been  set  forth 
in  considerable  detail  on  the  entire 
decree  in  an  M.P.T.O.A.  bulletin  sent 
to  members  of  the  organization  and 
the  trade  press  last  week. 

Kuykendall  commented  that  by  con- 
trast he  had  not  yet  seen  Myers'  stand 

on  the  decree  set  forth  in  writing  in 
anywhere  near  as  complete  detail. 

Paramount-  W  a  r  n  e  r 

Deal  in  Phila.  Set 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Clayton  Bond,  film  buyer  for  the  cir- 
cuit.   It  is  a  one-year  deal. 

The  negotiations  apparently  col- 
lapsed in  Philadelphia  last  week  and 

the  Paramount  branch  there  began 
lining  up  key  neighborhood  houses 
among  independent  operators  in  Phil- 

adelphia, Camden,  Wilmington  and 
elsewhere.  However,  the  deal  report- 

edly was  then  referred  to  Barney 
Balaban,  Paramount  president,  and 
Harry  M.  Warner,  which  resulted  in 
a  resumption  of  the  negotiations  here 
with  the  successful  consummation  of 
yesterday. 

Drama  Guild  Pact 

Compromise  Is  Set 
A  compromise  formula  was  agreed 

upon  yesterday  by  representatives  of 
film  companies  and  Broadway  man- 

agers to  eliminate  the  last  remaining 
differences  in  amendments  to  the 
Dramatists  Guild  minimum  basic 
agreement.  The  contract  will  be 
drafted  by  Sidney  R.  Fleisher,  Guild 

film  negotiator,  and  will  be  consid- 
ered by  a  Guild  committee  some  time 

next  week. 

The  compromise  involved  the  de- 
mand by  Broadway  managers  that 

employes  of  film  companies  be  banned 
from  producing  plays  where  the  com- 

pany backed  the  play  and  purchased 
film  rights  in  advance.  The  agreement 
reached  provides  that  the  companies 
shall  make  all  reasonable  efforts  to 
obtain  a  first  rate  Broadway  manager 
but  if  none  is  available  the  company 
may  use  an  employe.  Full  details were  not  disclosed. 
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Feature  Reviews 

"Trailing  Double  Trouble" 
(Monogram) 

TT  OLLYWOOD,  Oct.  15. — Preserving  the  standard  set  in  his  first 
*•  -1  production  for  Monogram,  George  W.  Weeks  here  again  presents 
Crash  Corrigan,  Duty  King  and  Alibi  Terhune  as  three  hearties  of  the  old 
west  out  to  rectify  such  condiitons  of  lawlessness  as  they  may  come  across, 

.  which  are  plenty.  In  this  number,  second  of  the  series,  the  cowboys 
f  again  bring  a  band  of  criminals  to  justice,  first  thrashing  them  soundly 
not  once  but  on  as  many  occasions  as  seem  required. 

■,  Lita  Conway  is  the  girl  in  the  case  this  time,  loved  by  two  of  the 
cowboys,  but  left  by  all  when  they  ride  away  to  new  adventures.  Roy 
Barcroft  leads  the  ranks  of  villainy.  Tom  London,  Jack  Rutherford, 
William  Kellogg,  Earl  Matthews,  Forrest  Taylor  and  Ken  Duncan  are 
others  in  the  cast. 

The  story,  about  a  murder  committed  by  way  of  pilfering  the  ranch 
of  gravel  sought  by  a  construction  company,  is  by  George  Plympton, 
screenplay  by  Oliver  Drake.  Direction  is  by  S.  Roy  Luby,  Anna  Bell 
Ward  acting  as  associate  producer. 

Runnine  time,  58  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

Torso  Murder  Mystery" 
(Arthur  Ziehm,  Inc.) 

''Torso  Murder  Mystery"  is  an  adaptation  of  the  novel,  "Traitor  Spy," 
produced  in  England  by  John  Argyle  and  directed  by  Walter  Summers. 
It  is  interesting  melodrama  concerning  espionage  and  murder. 

Bruce  Cabot,  starred,  is  the  only  member  of  the  cast  of  marquee  value 
here.  He  is  seen  as  British  traitor  in  possession  of  important  military 
plans  coveted  by  Nazi  agents.  Two  murders  are  committed  early  in  the 
film.  The  story  then  develops  with  the  police  seeking  to  identify  one 
of  the  victims.  With  the  aid  of  a  newspaper  reporter  the  problems  are 
solved  and  the  agents  captured.  The  story  ends  with  Cabot  meeting 
death  in  a  burning  building.  Tense  situations  are  well  developed. 

Running  time,  70  minutes.  "G."* 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Partners9,  Nelson 

$20,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Oct.  15.  —  "Lucky  Part- 
ners," in  conjunction  with  the  stage appearance  of  Ozzie  Nelson,  his  band 

and  Harriet  Hilliard,  grossed  $20,000 
at  the  Michigan.  "Strike  Up  the 
Band"  in  its  second  week  at  the 
United  Artists,  and  "Cross  Country 
Romance,"  grossed  $10,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  10: 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"Girl  From  Avenue  A"  (ZOth-Fox) ADAMS — (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  davs.  Gross: 
$5,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
FISHER — (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: $6,000.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: S15,000.  (Average,  $15,000) 

"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-55c-65)  7  days. Ozzie  Nelson,  and  band  with  Harriet  Hil- 

liard on  stage.  Gross:  $20,000.  (Average. $12,000) 
"Wyoming'*  (M-G-M) 
"Dance  Girl  Dance"  (RKO) PALMS  —  (2,000)     (15c-39c-55c)    7  davs. 
Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 
''Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) UNITED  ARTISTS-(2.000)  (20c -55c)  7 
days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average. $10,000) 

Sues  on  House  Permit 

Pixesville,  Ky.,  Oct.  15.— Suit  has 
been  filed  to  compel  the  City  Council 
to  act  immediately  on  Mose  Reda's 
proposal  to  construct  a  new  theatre 
here.  One  protest  asked  that  the  per- 

mit be  denied  as  a  protection  to  local 
industry. 

'Divorce/  Bowes 

$15,500,  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Oct.  15. — A  good  week 

here  found  "I  Want  a  Divorce"  and 
Major  Bowes'  Talent  Parade  on  the 
stage  leading  at  the  Buffalo  with  $15,- 
500.  "The  Westerner,"  double-billed 
at  the  Great  Lakes,  was  good  for 
$10,900. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  12: 

"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 

Major  Bowes'  Talent  Parade  on  stage,  with Cyril  Smith.  Steven  Phillips,  Robert  Mellin, 
the  Harmonica  Esquires,  the  Rigoletto  Trio. 
Harry  Robinson,  the  Bertay  Sisters.  Dicky 
Ludwig  and  "Oscar,"  Sonia  &  Alex,  Ginny Wayne  stage  band  and  others.  Gross  $15.- 500.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (35c-55c)  7  davs. 

Gross:   $10,900.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)  (35c-50c)  7  days. 

2nd  run.  Gross:  $7,300.  (Average,  $6,800) 
"Three  Faces  West"  (Rep.) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-44c)  7  days.  Funzafire  on  stage  with Benny  Meroff  &  band,  Ken  &  Roy  Paige, 
the  Wynn  Twins,  the  Five  Sailorettes, 
Daughters  of  Satan,  Louise  Shannon,  Billy 
Morosco,  Al  Spiro,  Joe  Bennell,  Al  Divito 
and  Terry  Howard,  with  Jack  Tallv.  Gross: 
S14.500.  (Average  at  30c-40c.  $7,500). 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
"South  To  Karanga"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  davs. 

Gross:  $6,400.    (Average,  $6,300) 

Heads  Kansas  City  Club 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  15.— Cinema 

Club,  junior  Variety  organization 
here,  has  elected  Joe  Lysowski  presi- 

dent ;  Frank  Morris,  first  vice-presi- 
dent;  Harry  Biederman,  second  vice- 

president  ;  Ed  Hartman,  treasurer,  and 
M.  S.  Anderson,  secretary.  The  group 
will  hold  its  inaugural  dinner  Oct.  18. 

Preston  St  urges  exercises  here  with  different  material 

the  talents  accountable  for  the  remarkable  success  of 

'The  Great  McGinty'  and  obtains  an  equivalently 

effective  entertaining  result!"  — M.  P.  Daily 



6 Motion  Picture  Daily Wednesday,  October  16,  1940 

B  Vay  Crowds 

Hail  'Dictator' 

At  Premiere 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
restraining  lines  again  when  Jack 
Oakie  arrived  at  the  Astor  at  9 :05. 
Inside  the  doors,  with  tie  asked  and 
collar  rumpled,  Oakie  whistled. 

"Good  old  show  business !"  he boomed. 
Both  theatres  were  filled  to  capacity, 

mostly  with  a  white-tie,  mink  and  er- 
mine audience.  The  Astor,  where  the 

picture  will  play  two-a-day  with  all 
seats  reserved,  is  scaled  at  $2.20  top. 
The  Capitol,  on  a  continuous,  unre- 

served policy,  is  at  $1.65  top. 
The  premiere  at  the  Capitol  was 

broadcast  over  WHN  from  8:15  to 
9:00,  with  Chaplin  on  the  air  for  only 
the  second  time  in  his  entire  profes- 

sional career.  Fred  Raphael  of  WHN 
directed  the  broadcast  with  Ed  Sulli- 

van and  Jack  Oakie  acting  as  masters 
of  ceremonies. 

Celebrities  Broadcast 

Numerous  celebrities  spoke  briefly 
on  the  broadcast,  among  them  Miss 
Goddard,  Joan  Crawford,  Al  Smith, 
Jack  Haley,  Mitzi  Green,  Gail  Patrick, 
Charlotte  Greenwood,  Joe  Penner, 
Walter  Wanger,  Joan  Bennett,  Doug- 

las Fairbanks,  Jr.,  Marian  Marsh. 
Among  those  at  the  two-theatre  pre- miere were : 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Harry  Warner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Warner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Elkeles, 

Mrs.  Sime  Silverman,  Mrs.  Vera  Blumberg, 
Mrs.  Milton  Schwartzwald,  Herman  Wobber, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ned  Depinet,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  Peter  Rathvon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney 
Balaban,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Sam  Dembow,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Rinzler, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Frisch,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Van  Schmus. 
Also:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  O'Shea,  Mr.  and Mrs.  T.  J.  Connors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adolph 

Zukor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  O'Connor,  Fred Meyers,  Max  Fellerman,  Max  Cohen,  Wil- liam Brandt,  Cole  Porter,  Herbert  Bayard 
Swope,  Lou  Little.  John  Golden,  Harry 
Goetz,  Liam  O'Flaherty,  Mr.  and  Mrs. William  F.  Rodgers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
C.  Patterson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Vin- 

cent, Judge  John  F.  O'Brien,  Bugs  Baer. Harry  Hershfield,  William  Kupper,  Charles 
Stern,  William  Sussman,  Gail  Patrick,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Si  Seadler,  Emanuel  Silverstone, 
Clifton  Fadiman,  Constance  Collier.  William 
Paley,  Albert  Johnson,  Lucrezia  Bori,  Ed 
Raftery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  Stein,  M.  B. 
Shanberg,  Eugene  Picker,  S.  Barret  McCor- mick,  Robert  Gillham,  Nate  Spingold. 

Others  Who  Were  Present 
Also:  Francis  Lederer,  Isa  Miranda.  John 

E.  Otterson,  Louis  D.  Frohlich,  Charles 
Schwartz,  Captain  Dennis  O'Brien,  Jules Levey,  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Tim  Durant, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  Schnitzer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 

ert Weitman,  H.  T.  Yates,  Harry  Brandt, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Cowan,  Charles 
Laughton  and  Elsa  Lanchester,  Dorothy 
Thompson,  Vincent  Sheean,  Thomas  W. 
Lamont,  Richard  Barthelmess,  Winthrop Rockefeller  and  Gene  Buck. 
Also:  H.  G.  Wells,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D. 

Hertz,  Lion  Feuchtwanger,  Floyd  Odium, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Jr.,  Maurice  Sil- 

verstone, Terry  Ramsaye,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  L.  Weisl,  Postmaster  General  Frank 
C.  Walker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colvin  Brown, 
Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia,  Roy  W. 
Howard,  Sam  Shain.  Will  Hays,  Col.  Julius 
Ochs  Adler,  Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  Jack 
L.  Warner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Arnstein, 
George  Backer,  Clifton  Fadiman,  Fannie Hurst. 
Also:  Somerset  Maugham,  Constance  Col- 

lier, Beth  Leary,  David  O.  Selznick. 
Barney  Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor.  Major  Al- 

bert Warner,  Paul  Block,  Arthur  W.  Kelly, 
John  D.  Hertz,  Tr.,  Theodore  Backer,  Ber- 

nard Gimbel,  Henry  R.  Luce,  James  Mc- 
Cosker,  Sol  Rosenblatt,  Senator  Robert  L. 
Wagner.  Walter  Wanger,  Joan  Bennett,  Lee 
Wood,  John  Hay  Whitney,  James  Warburg. 

The  Great  Dictator" 

[Chaplin — United  Artists] 
{Continued  from  page  1) 

Gilbert's  delineation  of  the  fat  and  medal-laden  Herring  is  no  less  effec- 
tive, and  equally  good  are  Henry  Daniell  as  Garbitsch  (Goebbels),  and 

Reginald  Gardiner  as  Schultz,  the  Storm  Troop  leader  out  of  step  with 
the  procession,  whose  humanitarian  instincts  serve  as  a  motivating 
force  in  the  plot  structure. 

In  the  Ghetto,  supporting  Chaplin  in  his  portrayal  of  the  Ghetto 
barber  with  splendid  performances,  are  Paulette  Goddard,  poor  house- 
worker  with  whom  Chaplin  falls  in  love;  Maurice  Moscovich  and  Emma 

Dunn,  the  epitome  of  the  oppressed  family  victims  of  Hitler's  pogroms, 
and  Bernard  Gorcey  and  Paul  Weigel. 

Chaplin  prepared  the  screenplay  and  acted  as  his  own  producer  and 
director,  while  Karl  Struss  and  Rollie  Totheroh  contributed  a  splendid 
photographic  job.  Meredith  Willson  prepared  a  musical  score  which 
in  itself  contributed  greatly  to  the  finished  film. 

Z"1  ONTROVERSY  may  be  stirred  by  the  concluding  sequence.  Chap- 
lin,  in  the  physical  character  of  the  barber,  but  dressed  in  a  party 

uniform  in  which  he  escapes  from  a  concentration  camp,  crosses  the 
border  of  neighboring  Austerlich,  at  the  precise  moment  that  Hynkel 
is  scheduled  to  arrive  to  complete  the  invasion  of  that  defenseless  nation. 
He  is  mistaken  for  Hynkel.  With  elaborate  ceremony,  before  a  vast 
throng,  he  stands  before  a  battery  of  microphones. 

In  that  moment,  he  steps  out  of  character.  He  is  not  the  barber,  not 
Hynkel  but  Charlie  Chaplin,  and  delivers  an  impassioned  plea  to  all 
people,  to  all  soldiers  to  fight  against  the  enslavement  imposed  by  cruel 
and  power-ridden  dictators,  to  fight  to  the  last  for  the  liberties  they  have 
lost,  and  to  face  the  future  with  the  hope  of  a  new  dawn  of  peace  and 
freedom. 

So  completely  at  odds  is  his  unexpected  address  with  the  brilliant 
comedy  treatment  that  has  gone  before  that  the  audience  is  caught  en- 

tirely by  surprise,  and  with  what  effect  on  the  sum  of  the  whole  produc- 
tion only  public  response  itself  will  determine. 

In  that  sequence  Chaplin  plunges  headlong  into  outright  propaganda, 
deserting  his  medium  of  satirical  expression.  However  meritorious  may 
be  the  sentiment  he  thus  expresses,  and  however  much  audiences  may 
find  him  echoing  their  own  belief,  there  is  evidence  that  the  sequence 
brings  a  letdown  to  the  production. 

T^HE  examples  of  superlative  comedy,  which  in  themselves  are  of  the 
highest  order  of  satire,  are  many.  Highlight  perhaps  is  that  in 

which  Hynkel,  in  his  sumptuous  office,  dances  with  an  air-inflated  geo- 
graphical globe,  tossing  is  again  and  again  to  the  ceiling,  as  he  fondles  it. 

Again,  there  is  the  delightfully  comic  scene  when  Napaloni  arrives  for 
a  state  visit,  is  met  at  the  station  by  Hynkel  and  his  entourage  and 
refuses  to  alight  without  the  red  carpet.  As  the  train  is  jerked  forward 
and  back,  the  carpet  holders  rush  back  and  forth  in  a  frantic  effort  to 
place  the  carpet  in  the  proper  position. 

There  are  the  scene  in  which  Hynkel  and  Napaloni  "discuss"  the 
signing  of  a  treaty  dependent  upon  the  withdrawal  of  Napaloni's  troops 
from  Austerlich;  that  in  the  barber  shop  as  the  barber  shaves  a  cus- 

tomer rhythmically  to  the  strains  of  a  subtly-contrived  Wagnerian 
arrangement ;  the  hilarious  episode  in  which  Schultz  persuades  the  Jew- 

ish group  to  eat  puddings,  in  which  are  inserted  coins,  to  determine  who 
shall  blow  up  Hynkel's  palace,  and  Chaplin's  frenzied  efforts  which 
result  in  his  swallowing  all  the  coins.  All  these  are  in  the  Chaplin 
tradition,  and  done  with  consummate  skill. 

Wholly  new  for  Chaplin  is  his  use,  as  Hynkel,  of  a  form  of  speech 
which  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  German,  and  which  is  mouthed  fero- 

ciously as  he  addresses  his  nation  over  batteries  of  microphones.  Here 
Chaplin's  amazing  artistry  is  once  again  evident,  in  a  triumph  of  comic satire. 

Here  is  a  motion  picture  long  awaited,  and  although  the  concluding 
sequence  may  carry  an  adverse  weight,  it  is  a  picture  which  without  ques- 

tion will  attract  a  tremendous  audience,  attain  a  place  as  one  of  the  great 
films. 

Running  time,  126  minutes.  "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Critics  Appraise 

'Great  Dictator9 

Herald  Tribune  :"The  Great 
Dictator"  ...  is  a  savage  comic 
commenftary  on  a  world  gone 
mad.  It  has  a  solid  fabric  of  ir- resistible humor.  ...  It  is  an 
extraordinary  film.  In  turning 
to  outright  propaganda,  though,  I 
believe  it  sacrifices  a  large  meas- 

ure of  the  artistry  which  has  dis- 
tinguished Chaplin  offerings  as 

the  greatest  comedies  the  screen 
has  produced.  ...  So  long  as 
Chaplin  is  on  the  screen  it  is  a 
triumphant  motion  picture,  but 
taken  as  a  whole  it  has  collided 
with  the  swift  progression  of 
contemporary  history. — Howard Barnes. 

N.  Y.  Times:  No  event  in  the 
history  of  the  screen  has  ever 
been  anticipated  with  more  hope- 

ful excitement  than  the  premiere 
of  this  film ;  no  picture  ever  made 
has  promised  more  momentous 
consequences:  And  the  happy  re- 

port is  that  it  comes  off  mag- 
nificently. "The  Great  Dictator" may  not  be  the  finest  picture  ever 

made — in  fact,  it  possesses  several 
disappointing  shortcomings.  But, 
despite  them,  it  turns  out  to  be  a 
truly  superb  accomplishment  by  a 
truly  great  artist — and  from  one 
point  of  view,  perhaps  the  most 
significant  film  ever  produced. — 
Bosley  Crowther. 

News:  "The  Great  Dictator" 
...  is  an  uneven  comedy  in  which 
the  basic  material  is  so  fraught 
with  tragedy  that  it  seemed  to  be 
no  laughing  matter  to  the  major- 

ity of  the  audience.  .  .  .  Chaplin 
has  made  the  mistake  of  straying 
too  far  from  his  original  tech- 

nique of  presenting  the  sad  little 
tramp  of  cinema  fame  in  a  series 
of  strange,  wonderful  and  com- 

pletely funny  adventures.  ...  It 
is  by  no  means  the  great  satire 
that  we  were  led  to  expect  from 
the  little  master's  studios. — Kate Cameron. 

Mirror:  Charles  Chaplin 
smashed  at  dictators  and  war  last 
night  and  did  it  as  effectively  and 
as  beautifully  as  anyone  hereabouts 
could  have  hoped  for.  .  .  .  "The 
Great  Dictator"  is,  of  course,  un- 

like anything  you  have  ever  seen 
.  .  .  deft,  sure  Chaplinesque  com- 

edy of  the  sort  always  associated 
with  the  actor's  magic  name  alter- nated with  satire  so  biting  that 
one  cannot  help  but  feel  that  if 
this  picture  had  been  produced 
and  generally  distributed  two  or 
three  years  ago,  both  Hitler  and Mussolini  would  have  been 
laughed  off  their  throne  before 
they  had  an  opportunity  to 
plunge  the  world  into  war  and 
darkness.  .  .  .  Chaplin's  own  de- fense of  democracy  at  the  end  of 
the  picture  is  thrilling  and  soul- stirring. — Lee  Mortimer. 

&'G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Dissolve  3  Companies 
Albany,  Oct.  15.— Papers  of  disso- 

lution for  three  motion  picture  con- 
cerns Jiave  been  filed  here.  They  are General  Amusement  Corp.,  Riverdale 

Amusements,  Inc.,  and  U-P  Corp. 
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: 

Roving  Camera  at  "Dictator"  Premiere 

Jack   Oakie   strikes   a    pose        Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  National  Theatres,  with  Mrs.  Skouras,  left,     Chaplin  escorted  into  the  Capitol, 
a  la  Napaloni.  and  tneir  daughter,  Daphne.  with  bodyguard. 

Dave  Snaper,  New  Jersey  exhibi-     Harry  Brandt,  head  of  the  Brandt     Louis  Frisch  and  Sam  Rinzler,  cir-     Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board 
tor,  with  daughter.  circuit,  and  Mrs.  Brandt.  cuit  partners.  chairman,  and  Mrs.  Zukor. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  John  J. 

O'Connor,    RKO    theatres  head. 

Robert  Weitman,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Paramount  Theatre, 

with  Mrs.  Weitman. 

Fred  Schwartz  and  Sam  Goodman, 
executives  of  the   Century  Cir- 

cuit, New  York. 

Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of 
Warner  Bros.,  who  is  in  New  York 

on  a  visit. 
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FCC  Vacancy 

To  Be  Filled 

In  November 

Washington,  Oct.  IS— President 
Roosevelt  disclosed  today  that  he 
would  not  send  until  after  Nov.  18  a 
new  nomination  to  the  Senate  to  re- 

place that  of  Thad  H.  Brown,  who 
withdrew  his  name  yesterday  as  nomi- 

nee for  reappointment  to  the  FCC. 
President  Roosevelt  pointed  out  that 
the  Senate  is  meeting  only  twice  a 
week  until  the  middle  of  November 
and  that  it  would  be  futile  to  make 
any  nominations  before  then. 

Brown's  withdrawal  as  a  candidate 
was  seen  today  as  easing  the  tension 
caused  by  the  one-man  campaign 
against  the  FCC  by  Sen.  Charles  W. 
Tobey. 

Specifically,  Brown's  action  is  seen as  effectively  forestalling  any  action 
on  Sen.  Tobey's  resolution  for  a  gen- 

eral investigation  of  radio  by  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Brown  was  appointed  general  coun- 
sel to  the  old  Federal  Radio  Commis- 

sion in  1929  and  became  a  member 
of  the  FCC  in  1932.  He  was  renomi- 

nated for  another  term  by  President 
Roosevelt  on  June  S  but  the  Senate 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  held 
up  confirmation  of  the  appointment. 
Included  in  the  inquiry  into  Brown's fitness  were  questions  concerning  the 
monopoly  report,  the  RCA  consent  de- 

cree of  1932  and  the  CBS-Paramount 
deal. 

Kansas  Paralysis 

Still  Hurts  Grosses 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  15. — The  infan- 

tile paralysis  situation  in  Kansas  has 
improved,  but  is  still  hurting  grosses 
in  many  spots,  according  to  exhibitors. 
Even  in  localities  where  the  ban  on 
children  attending  theatres  has  been 
lifted  exhibitors  report  that  the  box- 
office  hasn't  fully  recovered. Frost  has  stopped  the  spread  of  the 
disease  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
state,  but  where  frost  hasn't  occurred, 
many  localities  are  still  getting  new 
cases.  While  Kansas  ordinarily  has  a 
flurry  due  to  the  disease  each  year  in 
late  Summer,  the  situation  this  year 
has  been  the  worst,  and  has  been  a 
major  box-office  deterrent.  In  Mis- 

souri little  effect  has  been  felt  from 
the  few  cases  reported. 

Heiman  Reelected 

By  Theatre  League 
Marcus  Heiman  has  been  reelected 

president  of  the  League  of  New  York 
Theatres,  and  Lee  Shubert  and  Brock 
Pemberton  were  reelected  vice-presi- 

dents. Gilbert  Miller  was  named 
treasurer  and  Herman  Shumlin,  sec- 

retary. Members  of  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors elected  were  Sam  H.  Harris, 

Martin  Beck,  Harry  G.  Sommers, 
Lester  Meyer,  Max  Gordon,  Vinton 
Freedley,  Lawrence  Langner,  Rowland 
Stebbins  and  Dwight  Deere  Wiman. 

Corfield  Forms  Company 
London,  Oct.  15. — John  Corfield 

has  resigned  as  managing  director  of 
British  National  to  form  John  Cor- 

field Productions,  Ltd.,  for  distribu- 
tion of  Anglo-American  product. 

Off  the  Antenna 

MUTUAL  will  use  a  new  method  in  broadcasting  election  returns  this 
year.  Instead  of  announcing  returns  in  the  form  of  the  number  of  votes 

from  a  number  of  election  districts,  the  announcer  will  give  the  percentages 
and  ratios  in  terms  of  states.  For  example,  he  will  say,  "At  7  P.  M.  with 
two  per  cent  of  the  votes  in  New  York  State  tabulated,  John  Doe  leads 
Richard  Roe  by  100,000  votes  or  a  ratio  of  two  to  one."  United  Press  news 
will  be  used  and  supplemented  by  Associated  Press  dispatches  from  WGN, 
Chicago.  Remington  Rand  has  purchased  10  five-minute  announcements  over 
WOR.  Dave  Driscoll,  special  features  head,  and  Alvin  Josephy,  his  assis- 

tant, worked  out  the  new  plan. 

•  •  '  • Program  News:  United  Air  Lines  will  sponsor  a  new  show  over  10 
Mutual  stations  beginning  nekt  Wednesday.  It  will  be  heard  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8  :30  P.  M.  and  zvill  mark  the  return  of  Boake 
Carter  to  the  air  after  an  absence  of  two  years.  .  .  .  Everett  H.  Travis,  of 
William  Esty  &  Co.,  lays  claim  to  the  biggest  station  hookup  for  a  drug 
account  for  Feen-A-Mint  which  is  using  115  Mutual  stations. 

•  •  • 

The  new  contracts  between  the  networks  and  AFRA  concerning  both 
commercial  and  sustaining  shows  will  not  be  released  from  the  escrow  agree- 

ment until  tomorrow  morning  because  the  AFRA  Los  Angeles  local  must 
still  approve  the  contract  tonight.  The  agreement  extends  until  Nov.  1,  1943 
the  existing  commercial  contract  with  provision  for  renewed  negotiations  if 
living  costs  go  up. 
The  sustaining  show  agreement  represents  a  compromise,  with  shorter 

hours  and  a  raise  of  about  10  per  cent  in  salaries.  Staff  announcers  in  New 
York  and  Chicago  received  raises  in  certain  instances  and  the  situation  deal- 

ing with  Chicago  local  commercial  shows  was  clarified. 
•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Alton  Kastner,  NBC  feature  writer  in  the  press  depart- 
ment, will  join  another  NBC  employe,  Addison  Amor,  a  page,  on  the  latter's 

WCNW  record  show  today  at  2  P.  M.  Kastner  will  be  guest  on  the  show 
icach  W ednesday  and  zvill  anszver  questions  on  the  inside  of  radio.  .  .  .  Dr. 
James  R.  Angel!,  NBC  educational  counselor,  zvill  address  the  "Conference 
on  Applied  Radio"  at  Iozva  City,  la.,  tomorrozv  and  zvill  take  part  in  the dedication  ceremonies  of  WSUI,  operated  by  Iozva  State  University,  Friday. 
.  .  .  M.  F.  Allison,  formerly  KMBC,  Kansas  City,  sales  promotion  head,  has 
joined  WLW,  Cincinnati,  in  a  similar  capacity.  .  .  .  Frankie  Masters  has 
started  a  nezv  type  of  show  at  the  Hotel  Taft  called  "Sing  a  Song  With 
Masters"  zvith  patrons  doing  a  vocal  bit  zvith  the  orchestra. 

Foods  Trade 

Total  on  CBS 

Is  Up  53.3% 

Expenditures  by  the  food  industry 
on  CBS  totaled  53.3  per  cent  more 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  this 
year  than  in  the  corresponding  period 
last  year,  a  survey  revealed  yesterday. 
The  total  for  the  first  nine  months, 
$9,608,256,  is  only  $80,000  short  of 
the  full  1939  total. 

Campbell  Soup  and  General  Foods, 
the  two  leading  food  purchasers  of 
time  on  CBS,  are  expected  to  spend 
more  than  $4,000,000  each  for  1940  as 
compared  with  $5,442,250  spent  by 
both  combined  in  1939. 

At  the  end  of  September,  there  were 
21  food  sponsors  presenting  36  pro- 

grams as  compared  with  18  using  30 
shows  at  the  end  of  September,  1939. 

RCA  Executives  to 

Coast  SMPE  Meeting 
RCA  executives  have  left  for  Holly- 

wood to  attend  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Engineers  Fall  conven- 
tion opening  next  Monday.  Included 

are  Eugene  W.  Ritter,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  manufacturing  and  pro- 

duction engineering ;  Ralph  W.  Aus- 
trian, assistant  vice-president  of  RCA 

Photophone ;  Dr.  V.  K.  Zworykin, 
head  of  Electronic  Research  Labora- 

tories ;  Dr.  E.  W.  Kellogg,  sound  en- 
gineering specialist,  and  Julius  Hab- 

er,  publicity  director. 

Legion  Approves  7 

Of  Eight  New  Films 
The  National  Legion  of  Decency 

for  the  current  week  has  approved 
seven  of  eight  new  pictures  reviewed 
and  classified,  two  for  general  patron- 

age and  five  for  adults.  One  was  con- 
demned. Following  are  the  new  pic- 

tures and  their  classification. 
Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 

eral Patronage — "Pony  Post,"  "Thief 
of  Bagdad."  Class  A-2,  Unobjection- 

able for  Adults — "Down  Argentine 
Way,"  "The  Living  Corpse,"  "Meet 
the  Wildcat,"  "Night  Train,"  "North 
West  Mounted  Police."  Class  C,  Con- 

demned,  "Whirlpool"  (French). 

Seventh  New  Haven 

House  Raises  Price 
New  Haven,  Oct.  15. — Following 

action  of  six  neighborhood  houses  in 
raising  prices  from  23  cents  top  plus 
tax,  to  27  cents  plus  tax,  the  Loew- 
Poli-Bijou,  downtown  subsequent  and 
first  run,  has  also  raised  its  daily  ad- 

missions to  the  30-cent  total.  How- 
ever, Sunday  admissions  of  30  cents 

plus  tax  at  the  Bijou  remain  the  same 
for  the  present.  The  Pequot,  another 
neighborhood  house,  with  the  former 
Bijou  scale  of  admissions,  is  consid- 

ering a  similar  move. 

AGVA  Assigns  Miller 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  15. — Jack  Mil- 

ler has  been  sent  here  by  the  national 
board  of  American  Guild  of  Variety 
Artists  to  assist  Lee  Travers,  who 
succeeded  Tom  Kelly  as  local  execu- 

tive secretary  of  the  union,  in  reha- 
bilitating the  body  after  the  recent 

internal  disorders. 

A*M*P*A 

presents  a  triple  star  program  at  its  regu- 
lar luncheon  meeting.    Come  one,  come  all! 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  17 

HOTEL  EDISON 

*  HARRY  BRANDT Speaker 

Of  The  Day 

President,  Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

*  JOE  E.  BROWN 

He'll  tell  who  won  the  "world's  serious" 

*  GARSON  KANIN 

"Elmer 

The  Great" 

Hit 

Maker 
Explaining  how  They  Knew  What  They  Wanted 

We  Start  Serving  at  12:45  Sharp — Please  Be  Prompt 

Members  $1.00     -     Guests  $1.25 
Including  Gratuities 
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Three  Major 

Theatres  in 

London  Close 

,i   

CEA  Headquarters  Also 
Forced  to  Shut 

London,  Oct.  16. — London's  most 
important  and  centrally  located  mo- 

.  tion  picture  theatres,  the  Odeon, 
Leicester  Square  and  Empire,  in  the 

;  West  End,  have  been  closed  because 
j  of  the  almost  incessant  bombing 
.  raids  by  Nazi  planes. 

Likewise  forced  to  close  after  the 
,  repeated  attacks  was  the  headquar- 

ters of  the  London  and  Home  Coun- 
'  ties    Branch   of   the  Cinematograph Exhibitors  Association. 

Only  the  Warner  and  Ritz  of  Lon- 
don's large  film  theatres  are  currently 

.  functioning   in   the   central   part  of 
London. 
However,   despite   Nazi  bombings, 

I  air  raid  alarms  and  the  general  emer- 
I  gency  situation  throughout  the  coun- !  try,  provincial  theatres  are  reported 
doing  splendid  business. 

Following  the  visit  of  a  deputation 
of  representative  theatre  owners  to 
the  Ministry  of  Home  Security, 
regulations  will  be  issued  next  week 
abolishing  the  theatre  curfew  except 
in  defense  areas. 

Toronto  Red  Cross 

Contribution  $21,000 
Toronto,  Oct.  16. — -The  Toronto 

film  business  contributed  more  than 
$21,000  in  cash  to  the  campaign  of 
the  Ontario  Red  Cross,  according  to 
Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president. 
The  amount  was  almost  double  last 

year's  total  from  local  companies.  N. 
L.  Nathanson,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  made  the  top 
personal  donation,  $7,500,  apart  from 
that  of  the  circuit.  Eight  American 
and  Canadian  companies  already  have 
contributed  $500  each. 

FCC  Sets  New  Rule 

For  International 

Broadcast  Outlets 

Washington,  Oct.  16. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  to- 
day adopted  new  rules  for  interna- 

tional broadcasting  stations,  requiring 
them  to  make  and  keep  on  file  for 
two  years  verbatim  mechanical  rec- 

ords of  all  programs. 
Adopted  with  a  view  to  checking 

on  broadcasts  in  foreign  languages, 
the  regulations  provide  that  in  the 
case  of  broadcasts  in  any  language 
other  than  English  the  station  must 
be  prepared,  on  request,  to  furnish 
the  record  and  the  script  of  the  pro- 

gram, together  with  a  complete  trans- 
lation in  English. 

The  new  policy  was  adopted  fol- 
lowing a  conference  between  commis- 

sion officials  and  representatives  of 
the  stations  on  the  machinery  for 
maintaining  surveillance  over  foreign- 
language  programs,  and  commission 
members  have  emphasized  that  the 
move  is  purely  protective  and  that 
there  have  been  no  reports  of  unde- 

sirable programs  emanating  from  the 
international  stations. 

Montague,  Jackter 

To  Atlanta  Meet 

A  two-day  sales  meeting  of  Colum- 
bia's Southern  division  will  be  held 

in_  Atlanta  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
with  Abe  Montague,  general  sales 
manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  assistant 
sales  manager,  presiding. 
The  meeting  will  be  on  sales  and 

exhibition  plans  for  "Arizona"  and 
its  exploitation  and  advertising  cam- 

paign. Plans  for  other  forthcoming 
productions  will  also  be  discussed. 

Schools  Out  for 
Draft  Aids  Gross 

A  school  holiday  because  of 
draft  registration  yesterday 
boosted  matinee  business  by 
about  20  per  cent,  Broadway 
first  run  managers  estimated. 
Principal  beneficiaries  of  the 
school  trade  were  "The  Great 
Dictator"  at  the  Capitol  and 
Astor  and  "Arise  My  Love" 
with  Tommy  Reynolds'  band at  the  Paramount,  both  films 
opening  yesterday.  More  than 
1,000,000  registered  in  New York  City. 

General  4WincT 

Release  in  Jan. 

The  complete,  uncut  production  of 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  be  gen- 

erally released  early  in  January,  with 
specifications  as  to  minimum  admis- 

sions which  have  yet  to  be  decided, 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 
sales  manager,  said  yesterday.  For- 

mal conferences  regarding  selling 
terms  have  been  held  but  a  plan  has 
not  yet  been  decided  upon. 

Rodgers  pointed  out  that  the  pic- 
ture's running  time  of  three  hours 

and  45  minutes  posed  a  problem  as  to 
whether  or  not  exhibitors  could  show 
the  picture  profitably  at  admissions 
any  less  than  those  proposed.  He  ex- 

pressed the  company's  belief  that  "a 
great  mass  audience"  still  is  waiting 
to  see  the  picture  at  the  lower  prices 
and,  accordingly,  M-G-M  is  plan- 

ning extensive  advertising  and  pub- 
licity campaigns  for  it  "just  as  we would  any  other  big  picture  coming 

out  of  roadshow  engagements." Terms  on  which  the  picture  will  be 
sold  to  exhibitors  have  not  been  de- 

cided as  yet,  Rodgers  said. 

See  $100,000 

Capitol  Week 

For  'Dictator' 

Takes  $17,000  in  First 
Day;  Astor  Capacity 

"The  Great  Dictator"  is  headed 
for  a  first  week's  gross  of  more  than 
$100,000  at  the  Capitol,  if  the  first 
day's  pace  set  by  the  picture  yester- 

day is  maintained. 
Such  a  gross  probably  would  estab- lish an  all-time  record  at  the  Capitol. 

It  may  be  compared  with  the  $71,000 
first  week's  gross  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  the  same  house.  In  making 

New  York  critics  appraise 

"The  Great  Dictator."  —  Ex- 
cerpts from  reviews  in  yester- 
day's afternoon  papers  on 

Page  2. 

this  comparison,  however,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  three  hours  and 

45  minutes  running  time  of  "Wind" limited  the  house  to  three  shows  daily, 
whereas  the  two  hours  and  six  minutes 

running  time  of  "Dictator"  permits  a 
seven-show  daily  schedule.  Moreover, 
the  Capitol  encouraged  patrons  to  ar- 

rive for  the  start  of  each  performance 
by  having  intermissions  between  com- 

plete performances.  The  continuous 
schedule  of  "Dictator"  makes  possible 
a  more  rapid  turnover. 

Price  scale  at  the  house  is  the  same 

for  "Dictator"  as  it  was  for  "Wind." The  latter  picture,  however,  was  not 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Arbitration  May 

Be  Set  Tomorrow 
Work  on  the  arbitration 

mechanics  of  the  proposed 
consent  decree  occupied  at- 

torneys for  the  five  consent- 
ing companies,  the  Govern- ment and  representatives  of 

the  American  Arbitration  As- 
sociation yesterday.  The  meet- 

ing will  be  resumed  today  and 
the  arbitration  phases  may  be 
completed  tomorrow. 

Drafting  of  the  final  sec- tions of  the  decree  itself  is 
also  progressing,  according  to 
Government  representatives, 
but  there  is  no  possibility  that 
the  document  will  be  ready 
for  presentation  to  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  at 
the  hearing  scheduled  for 
next  Tuesday,  officials  said. 

"Arise  My  Love" 
[Paramount] 

"D  OMANTIC  melodrama  attuned  to  a  world  plunging  over  the  brink of  one  precipice  after  another,  made  of  headlines  and  the  thunder 
of  war  planes,  and  with  comedy  interludes  a  step  behind  or  ahead  of 
moments  of  drama  and  tragedy,  "Arise  My  Love"  gives  every  evidence 
of  being  entertainment  stamped  with  a  large  plus  sign. 

There  are  excitement,  drama,  fear  and  frenzy,  laughter  and  tears  in 
a  hectic  story  of  a  hectic  world.  There  are  romance  and  nonsense,  a  wave 
of  the  flag  and  a  plea  for  national  strength,  and  it  all  adds  up  to  box- 
office  appeal  for  all  kinds  and  conditions  of  motion  picture  audiences. 

Claudette  Colbert  once  again  demonstrates  real  versatility  and  charm, 
in  the  role  of  a  young  woman  reporter  who  is  torn  between  love  of  her 
career  and  love  of  her  flier;  Ray  Milland  is  expert  and  at  ease  as  the 
young  flier,  who  fights  for  the  love  of  flying  or  fighting,  or  the  love  of 

(.Continued  on  page  6) 

Taylor  Saves  Files 
Of  C.E.A.  in  London 

London,  Oct.  16.— Arthur 
Taylor,  secretary  of  the  Lon- 

don and  Home  Counties 
Branch  of  the  Cinematograph 
Exhibitors  Association,  did 
heroic  work  in  rescuing  the 
files  of  the  organization, 
when  the  C.E.A.  branch  head- 

quarters here  were  bombed. 
Not  one  record  was  lost.  The 
C.E.A.  organization  is  still 
functioning  in  Wardour  St. 



2 Motion  Picture  daily Thursday,  October  17,  1940 

Reopen  Loop  House 

For  'Police'  Opening 

The  State-Lake,  Chicago,  will  be 
reopened  by  B.  &  K.  for  the  premiere 
of  "North  West  Mounted  Police," 
Oct.  24,  to  handle  the  demand  for 
seats  following  the  one-day  sellout  of 
the  5,000-seat  Chicago  Theatre.  The 
Salt-Lake  is  a  4,000-seater  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  Chicago. 

Paramount  home  office  officials,  as 
well  as  studio  executives  and  mem- 

bers of  the  cast,  will  attend  the  Chi- 
cago premiere.  Among  those  going 

from  the  home  office  will  be :  _  Bar- 
ney Balaban  ,  Paramount  president ; 

Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the  board ; 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  and 
distribution  head,  and  Charles  Rea- 

gan, division  manager. 

Last  Rites  for  Mix 

Held  at  Glendale 

Hollywood,  Oct.  16. — Several  hun- 
dred friends  and  former  associates  to- 

day paid  final  tribute  to  Tom  Mix  at 
funeral  services  at  the  Little  Church 
of  the  Flowers  at  Glendale.  Monte 
Blue  read  a  Masonic  ritual,  and  the 
service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Whitcomb  Brougher.  Rudy  Vallee 
sang  Mix's  favorite  song,  "Empty 
Saddles."  Burial  was  at  Forest  Lawn Memorial  Park. 

Personal  Mention 

HARRY  COHN,  Columbia  presi- dent, is  expected  to  arrive  from 
the  Coast  today  or  tomorrow  for  a 
home  office  visit. 

• 

Budd    Rogers,    vice-president  and 
general   manager  of  Alliance  Films 
Corp.,  is  en  route  to  Hollywood. • 

Morris  Mechanic,  owner  of  the 
New  Theatre,  Baltimore,  is  recuper- 

ating at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  after 
a  minor  operation. • 
Emmet  Cashman,  RKO  home 

office  representative,  is  visiting  the 
New  Haven  exchange. 

• 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  ex- 
change manager  in  New  Haven,  is 

still  confined  to  Grace  Hospital  there 
after  a  recent  heart  attack. 

• 
Gilbert  Kanour,  film  critic  of  the 

Baltimore  Evening  Sun,  was  married 
yesterday  to  Mrs.  Mildred  Ander- 
son. • 

Irving  Berlin,  Louis  Bernstein, 
Hal  Horne,  Arthur  Gottlieb  and 
Johnny  Green  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 
yesterday  for  lunch. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS, M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 

left  last  night  for  a  three  weeks'  visit to  the  studio. 

David  Bernstein,  Ted  Husing, 
Charles  MacArthur,  William  F. 
RODGERS,    SlGMUND    ROMBERG,    J.  J. 
Unger  and  Marcus  Heiman  lunch- 

ing at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the Astor  yesterday. 

Alec  Moss,  Arthur  Loew,  Her- man Robbins,  Toby  Gruen, 
Arthur  Krim,  Sidney  Phillips, 
Ben  Boyar,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr., 
Charles  Sonin,  Laudy  Lawrence 
and  Otto  Preminger  having  lunch 

yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 

Lou  Pollock,  Fred  McConnell, 
Al  Altman,  Betty  Goldsmith, 
Jack  Mayers,  Jeffrey  Bernerd  and 
Arthur  Lee  at  the  Tavern  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

Arthur  Silverstone,  Robert 
Wolff,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Lou 
Weinberg  and  Rube  Jackter  lunch- 

ing at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli) yesterday. 

New  Low  in  Mexican 

Films  Is  Anticipated 
Mexico  City,  Oct.  16. — Present  in- 

dications are  that  Mexico  will  ex- 
perience a  new  low  in  production  this 

year  with  the  output  expected  to 
reach  barely  30  features.  Chiefly  re- 

sponsible are  lack  of  sufficient  money 
and  deficiency  in  technicians  and 

players. However,  the  industry  expects  a 
considerable  pickup  in  1941,  as  it  is 
relying  heavily  on  the  assurance  of 
government  aid  made  by  President- 

elect Avila  Camacho,  who  will  take 
office  Dec.  1.  He  told  the  industry 
that  he  intends  to  do  his  utmost  for  it. 

Allen  Aide  to  Bolle 

A.  Ross  Allen,  Jr.,  of  the  20th 
Century-Fox  foreign  department,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  to  Otto  W. 
Bolle,  managing  director  for  20th 
Century  in  South  Africa.  He  will 
sail  Nov.  15  for  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
then  to  Johannesburg.  Bolle  is  now 
visiting  here. 

Second  Film  for  Welles 

Hollywood,  Oct.  16.  —  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president  of  RKO,  today 
authorized  a  free  hand  to  Orson 
Welles  to  produce  another  film,  after 
witnessing  footage  shot  on  "Citizen 

Kane." 

Not  Talking  Deal, 

Says  Frank  Capra 
Hollywood,  Oct.  16.  —  Frank 

Capra  today  issued  the  following 
statement :  "Regarding  published 
stories  of  negotiations  whereby  I 
might  become  affiliated  with  another 
studio,  I  wish  to  deny  this  as  wholly 
without  foundation  in  fact.  I  have 

just  cortpleted  filming  'Meet  John Doe'  at  Warner  Bros,  studio  under 
happy,  harmonious  conditions  and  am 
keenly  conscious  of  the  complete  un- 

derstanding and  cooperation  received 
from  the  entire  personnel  of  the  War- 

ner Bros,  organization." 

Lightstone  Rites  Today 

Montreal,  Oct.  16. — Funeral  ser- 
vices for  Joseph  Lightstone,  50,  vet- 
eran Montreal  theatre  operator,  will 

be  held  here  tomorrow.  Lightstone, 
who  owned  the  Orpheum  and  May- 
fair  here,  was  fatally  stricken  with 
a  heart  attack  at  his  residence  Tues- 

day. Survivors  are  his  widow,  a  son 
and  five  brothers. 

More  'Thief  Trade  Shows 
Two  exhibitors'  trade  showings  of 

"The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  have  been 
set  by  U.  A.  for  today  in  Indian- 

apolis and  tomorrow  in  Detroit,  in 
addition  to  others  being  held  this 
week  in  exchange  centers. 

Argentine  Films  Disturb  Mexico 

Mexico  City,  Oct.  16. — Mexican 
producers  are  disturbed  over  the 
booking  of  34  Argentine  pictures,  22 
of  which  will  be  released  in  Mexico 
by  the  end  of  this  year,  with  the 
others  to  arrive  early  in  1941.  Argen- 

tine films  are  gaining  in  popularity  in 
this  country. 

As  the  war  has  practically  shut  off 

further  French  films  from  Mexico, 
Jorge  M.  Dada,  leading  importer  of 
these  pictures,  has  turned  producer. 
He  expects  to  have  his  first  produc- 

tion ready  for  release  in  the  late 
Fall.  Dada  is  the  distributor  who 
recently  gained  a  Federal  Supreme 
Court  precedent  when  the  high 
tribunal  approved  exhibitions  of  his 
film,  "Arelette  and  Her  Papas"  after it  had  been  banned  by  the  censor. 

NY  Critics  Review 

'Great  Dictator' 

World  Telegram :  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" is  propaganda  first  and  enter- tainment afterward.  But  if  it  falters 

now  and  again  as  entertainment,  the 
things  it  says  and  does  must  be  hon- ored. For  seldom  has  comedy  taken 
up  a  better  cause.  If  it  fails  it  fails 
with  colors  flying,  with  head  un- 

bowed.— William  Boehnel. 

Journal- American:  Not  only  part 
satire  and  out-and-out  slapstick  at 
which  times  it's  very  funny,  but  also, 
which  makes  for  uneveness,  part 

grim  reality.  It's  at  its  best  when Chaplin  devotes  himself  to  comedy. 
.  .  .  But,  naturally  enough,  the  picture 
is  almost  entirely  Chaplin. — Rose Pelszvick. 

PM:  "The  Dictator"  is  a  new 
Chaplin  creation,  violently  comic  at 
moments,  funniest  in  his  tumultuous 
travesty  of  Hitler's  speechmaking,  but 
in  completeness  and  Tightness  of  con- 

ception, no  match  for  the  beloved 
little  tramp.  .  .  .  The  comedy  and 
entertainment  of  "The  Great  Dic- 

tator" is  hung  on  the  tangled  frame- 
work of  Chaplin  the  thinker's  ex- planation of,  and  solution  for,  the 

world's  ills. — Cecelia  Ager. 

Sun :  Really  not  a  comedy.  It  has 
its  funny  moments,  especially  in  the 
first  part,  when  Chaplin  is  content 
to  make  merry  and  the  audience  is 
more  than  content  to  have  him  do  so. 
Mr.  Chaplin,  who  has  been  going  in 
more  heavily  for  social  significance 
during  his  last  two  pictures,  now 
goes  completely  overboard.  He  turns 
his  show  into  a  drama  that  is  closer 

to  tragedy  than  comedy. — Eileen Creelman. 

Post :  At  its  best  when  it  follows 
either  the  Chaplin  comic  traditions 
of  impolite  slapstick  or  allows  Chap- 

lin to  exercise  his  satiric  genius  on 
Hitler.  And,  needless  to  say,  there  is 
nothing  better  than  Chaplin  at  his 
best.  But  in  between  times  the  trag- 

edy implicit  in  the  subject  over- 
weighs  the  comedy. — Archer  Winsfen. 
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'Nights'  Pulls 

Good$16,000 

Loop  Gross 

Chicago,.  Oct.  16.  —  "Argentine 
Nights"  drew  $16,000  at  the  Palace. 
"They  Drive  by  Night,"  with  Lou Breese  and  his  orchestra  on  the  stage 
of  the  State-Lake,  grossed  $17,500. 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  scored  $16,000 in  six  days  at  the  United  Artists. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  11 : 

"Pastor  HalL"  (U.A.) 
APOLLO— (1,400)     (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. 

3rd  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)    (3Sc-5Sc-75c)    7  days. 

Stage:  Variety  Stage  Show.  Gross:  $34,000. 
(Average,  $32,000) 
"Sea  Hawk"  (W.B.) 
GARRICK— (1,000)  (3Sc-SSc-75c) 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, 
"Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)  (25c-40c) 

Stage:  Ina  Ray  Hutton  and  Band. 
$15,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
"Dance  Carls  Dance"  (RKO) 
PALACE^(2,50O)    (35c-40c-60c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $16,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)      (25c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $11,000) 
"They  Drive  By  Night"  (W.  B.) STATE-LAKE — (2,700)  (25c-40c) 
Stage:  Lou  Breese  and  Orchestra. 
$17,500.  (Average,  $15,000) 
'"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 

6  days.  Gross:  $16,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  (M-G-M) 
WOODS— (1,100)  (75c-$l-10-$1.5O)  7  days. 37th  week.    Gross:  $7,000. 

7  days. 
$5,000) 
7  days. 

Gross : 

7  days. 
Gross : 

See  $100,000  First 

Week  for  'Dictator' 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

the  top  grosser  at  the  Capitol,  "Anna 
Christie,"  for  instance,  having  grossed 
$109,000  there  in  March,  1930.  "Dicta- 

tor" grossed  approximately  $17,000  at 
the  Capitol  yesterday.  It  played  to 
capacity  last  night.  Seat  sale  for  the 
opening  night  amounted  to  more  than 
$6,000.  The  4,500-seat  house  is  scaled 
at  75  cents  for  matinees  and  $1.10 
evenings. 

The  1,000-seat  Astor,  scaled  at  $2.20 
top,  on  a  two-a-day  schedule,  was  at 
capacity  yesterday.  Advance  sale  of 
tickets  is  strong  and  all  seats  for 
weekend  performances  have  been  sold 
out  four  weeks  in  advance,  according 
to  United  Artists. 

U.  A.  claimed  that  all  opening  day 
records  at  the  Capitol  were  broken 
yesterday  by  the  Chaplin  picture. 

Silver  stein  Suit  Upheld 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 

Julius  Miller  has  upheld  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  complaint  of  Harry  Sil- 

verstein  against  the  French  Cinema 
Center,  French  Film  Import  Co., 
Inc. ;  Andre  Heymann  and  Gerry 
Heymann.  Silverstein  as  a  stock- 

holder and  creditor  of  French  Cinema 
had  filed  suit  seeking  appointment  of 
a  receiver  and  dissolution  of  the  firm. 

Du-Art  Lab  Is  Sued 
Hal  A.  Porter  has  filed  suit  in  N. 

Y.  Supreme  Court  for  $12,500  dam- 
ages against  Du-Art  Film  Labora- 

tories, Inc.  The  plaintiff  claims 
Du-Art  refused  to  return  a  negative 
of  a  California  geographic  picture. 
An  answer  claims  that  the  film  was 
returned. 

"Arise  My  Love 
[Paramount] 
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the  under-dog,  and  who  is  faced  with  a  real  problem  in  his  love  for 
Miss  Colbert.  The  support  is  good.  Special  mention  must  go  to  Walter 
Abel  as  Miss  Colbert's  newspaper  syndicate  boss  in  Paris. 

The  film  was  produced  by  Arthur  Hornblow,  under  the  direction  of 
Mitchell  Leisen.  The  screenplay  was  the  work  of  Charles  Brackett  and 
Billy  Wilder,  based  on  a  story  by  Benjamin  Glazer  and  John  S.  Toldy. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  the  credit  to  be  spread  among  all  of  them. 
However,  it  is  unfortunate  that  on  several  occasions,  in  the  romantic 
situations  which  arise,  certain  dialogue  lines  and  situations  which  are 
perilously  close  to  the  borderline  have  been  permitted  to  creep  in.  They 
are  unnecessary  and  will  limit  rather  than  widen  audience  acceptance. 
.  Milland,  American  flier,  about  to  face  a  Spanish  firing  squad  after 
the  war,  is  saved  in  a  breakneck  getaway  by  a  girl  reporter  posing  as  his 
loving  and  long-suffering  wife.  In  Paris,  she  evades  his  entreaties,  her 
eyes  focused  on  her  career,  which  has  been  given  tremendous  impetus 
by  the  rescue  stunt.  With  war  just  ahead,  she  is  assigned  to  Berlin,  while 
he  starts  for  Warsaw  to  aid  Polish  defense.  He  persuades  her  to  stop  off 
for  an  interlude  in  a  French  forest,  and  while  they  are  there  the  war 
bursts  upon  Europe.  They  start  home,  on  the  Athenia.  They  are  saved, 

her  story  wins  her  a  new  assignment  in  Berlin  and  bylines  on  the  war's 
highlights  follow.  Then,  as  they  meet  once  more  in  that  same  forest, 
where  she  covers  the  signing  of  the  armistice  marking  the  collapse  of 
France,  she  tells  him  that  their  place  is  home,  to  aid  in  the  defense  of 
their  country,  in  the  impending  fight  of  the  United  States  to  preserve liberty. 

Running  time,  110  minutes.  "G."* 
Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

London  Review 

"Under  Your  Hat" 
{British  Lion) 

London,  Sept.  30  (By  Mail). — If  a  picture — and  a  British  one  at 
that — makes  a  trade  audience  forget  that  there  is  an  air  raid  on,  and 
that  Hitler's  bombers  are  somewhere  about,  it  must  have  some  of  the 
ingredients  of  box-office  entertainment.  These  were  the  conditions  un- 

der which  this  new  Hulbert  Courtneidge  comedy  musical  was  shown, 
this  the  achievement.  A  fair  conclusion  would  be  that  wartime  audiences 

seeking  an  escape  from  more  sinister  preoccupations  would  find  it  here — 
and  happily. 

Jack  and  Cecily  are  long  established  stage,  radio  and  screen  troupers, 
have  their  own  brand  of  musical  burlesque,  can  mime,  sing  and  foot  it 
brilliantly,  infectiously.  This  they  do  through  a  refreshingly  unsubtle 
tale  about  a  film  star  who  is  set  to  trail  a  siren  and  lay  hands  on  a  stolen 
carburetor.  The  background  is  English  and  Continental,  and  the  esca- 

pades include  matrimonial  badinage,  hide  and  seek  with  the  spies,  and 
impersonations  of  French  maids,  ballet  maestros  and  Indian  Colonels 
from  the  Hill  Country.  Dance  routines,  both  spectacular  and  burlesque, 
punctuate  the  production,  which  has  a  most  agreeably  sustained  atmos- 

phere of  infectious  inconsequentiality. 
Maurice  Elvey,  one  of  the  near  veterans  of  the  business,  directed  and 

shows  that  the  experienced  hand  is  not  always  the  least  effective  at  find- 
ing the  box-office  mark. 

Technically  the  film  is  of  high  standard  and  there  are  useful  contribu- 
tions from  such  players  as  Leonora  Corbett  as  the  siren,  Austin  Trevor 

and  Cecil  Parker. 

Running  time,  79  minutes.  "G."*  Aubrey  Flanagan 

"G."  denotes  general  classification. 

Office  Workers  to  Vote 

Hollywood,  Oct.  16.  —  Walter 
Spreckels,  N.L.R.B.  regional  direc- 

tor, has  set  Nov.  23  as  the  date  for 
a  collective  bargaining  election  by 
office  workers  at  Republic  and  Uni- 

versal, and  Nov.  25  for  Loew's- M-G-M.  This  was  requested  by  the 
Screen  Office  Employes  Guild,  which 
claims  a  majority  at  all  studios. 

Sound  Stage  to  Chadwick 
Hollywood,.  Oct.  16. — A  sound 

stage  used  by  Columbia  and  adjoining 
its  studio  has  reverted  to  its  owner, 
I.  E.  Chadwick,  who  will  use  it  for 
films  he  will  make  for  Monogram  re- 

lease. The  first  will  be  "Her  Father's 
Daughter,"  from  the  Gene  Stratton 
Porter  novel,  scheduled  to  start  the 
end  of  this  month. 

'Alive',  Show 

Take  $21,500 

Frisco  Gross 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  16. — Bolstered 
by  the  "Folies  Bergere"  from  the  Fair, 

and  slightly  increased  prices,  "I'm Still  Alive"  drew  $21,500  at  the 
Golden  Gate.  "City  of  Conquest"  and 
"Gay  Caballero"  drew  $16,500  at  the 
Fox.  The  weather  was  good. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  8-11 : 
"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 

GOLDEN  GATE — (2,850)    (44c-55c-65c)  7 
days.     Stage:    vaudeville.     Gross:  $21,500. (Average,  $15,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (ZMh-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $16,500.    (Average,  $16,000) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 

"So  You  Won't  Talk?"  (Col.) 
ORFHEUM— (2,440)     (15c-35c-40c-S0c)  7 days.    Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average, 

$11,500) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS-(1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Average, 

$8,000) "Brigham  Young,  Frontiersman" (20th -Fox) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,100.  (Average, 

$6,000) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c,  7 days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"Queen  of  Destiny"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,000) 

Held  for  Sunday  Films 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Oct.  16. — Four 

theatre  operators,  who  defied  the  Sun- 
day law  and  operated  on  Sunday  to 

capacity  houses  recently,  were  re- 
leased on  $250  bond  after  being 

charged  with  violation  of  the  law. 
The  men  are  H.  D.  Bowers,  manager 
of  the  Saenger ;  Tom  Hartman,  man- 

ager of  the  Lomo  Theatre ;  Harry 
Casles,  manager  of  the  Buck  Theatre, 
and  Robert  Sigler,  manager  of  the 
Royal. 

To  Sell  Theatre  Assets 
North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C,  Oct. 

16. — Kyle  Hayes,  receiver  of  the 
New  Orpheum  theatre  here,  an- nounced that  on  Oct.  26  he  will  sell 
at  public  auction  all  assets  of  the 
theatre,  including  projection  ma- 

chines, screen,  sound  equipment,  seats, 
furniture  and  fixtures. 

'Penitentes'  Approved 

"The  Lash  of  the  Penitentes,"  dis- 
distributed  by  Joseph  Levinson,  has 
been  passed  by  the  New  York  State 
censor  after  having  been  rejected 
twice  before.  Five  deletions  were 
made.  Vincent  G.  Hart  represented 
Levinson  before  the  censor  board. 

La  Cava  Starts  Work 
Hollywood,  Oct.  16. — Gregory 

LaCava  has  started  work  under  his 
contract  with  Universal  to  produce 
and  direct  the  next  Irene  Dunne  star- 

ring vehicle,  as  yet  untitled. 

Close  Cartoon  Deal 
Leon  A.  Flax,  former  general 

manager  of  Max  Fleischer  Art 
Studio,  has  signed  with  the  Ted 
Eshbaugh  Studios,  Inc.,  for  the  pro- duction of  animated  cartoons. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

BROADCASTERS  and  orchestra  leaders  finally  got  together  yesterday 
to  discuss  the  BMI-Ascap  situation  but  arrived  at  no  conclusion  other 

than  a  decision  to  meet  again  in  the  future.  The  orchestra  leaders  were  anxious 
to  arrange  a  meeting  between  Ascap  and  the  radio  heads  but  were  unable  to 
obtain  definite  commitments.  Attending  the  meeting  were  Neville  Miller, 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters  president ;  John  Elmer,  NAB  director ; 
Sidney  M.  Kaye,  BMI  vice-president  and  general  counsel ;  Fred  Waring, 
Meyer  Davis,  Ben  Cutler,  Johnny  Greene,  Nat  Shilkret,  Eddy  Duchin  and 
John  O'Connor. •  •  • 

Program  News:  The  Texas  Co.  will  sponsor  Metropolitan  Opera  Satur- 
day afternoons  for  16  weeks,  beginning  Dec.  7,  over  NBC-Blue.  .  .  .  Musterole 

has  renewed  sponsorship  of  five-minute  AP  news  over  WEAF  for  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays  at  6  :25  P.M.  .  .  .  Pet  Milk  has  renewed  "Mary  Lee 
Taylor"  over  65  CBS  stations  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  11  A.M. 

•  •  • 

Parks  Johnson  and  Wally  Butterworth,  who  conduct  "Vox  Pop"  over 
CBS,  tonight  at  the  Adventurers  Club  will  interview  three  newsreel  men, 
Lewis  Buddy,  Jr.,  head  of  the  European  division  of  Paramount  News; 
Arthur  Menken  and  Philip  Coolidge,  cameramen.  The  broadcast  will 
originate  from  the  Hotel  Martinique  here  and  is  tied  in  with  the  premiere 
of  "The  World  in  Flames"  at  the  Loew's  Columbia  in  Washington. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Linton  Wells,  CBS  news  analyst,  left  yesterday  for  a 
two-week  lecture  tour.  .  .  .  J.  F.  Rigby,  RCA  personnel  director,  will  be  guest 
on  WMCA  "Labor  Arbitration"  show  Tuesday  at  9:15  P.M.  .  .  .  Theodore  C. 
Shreibert,  WOR  general  manager,  has  been  elected  to  the  BMI  board.  .  .  . 
Edivard  Lasker  has  been  named  first  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Lord  &  Thomas,  to  succeed  Sheldon  R.  Coons,  resigned.  L.  M.  Masius,  vice- 
president,  was  named  manager  of  the  New  York  office,  while  Thomas  A. 
McAvity  has  been  elected  vice-president  and  will  head  radio  for  the  agency. 
.  .  .  Emanuel  Dannett,  WOR  counsel,  has  been  named  to  the  station's  board 
of  directors. 

Showmanship  Flashes  .  .  . 

'Bagdad'  Costume  Ball 
To  Be  Held  Saturday 

A  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  costume  ball 
will  be  held  Saturday  night  at  Man- 

hattan Beach,  in  a  tieup  by  United 
Artists  on  the  Alexander  Korda 
color  film.  Lillian  Bond  will  award 
prizes  for  the  most  unique  costume. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  Rainbow  Shops,  Brooklyn  stores, 
to  display  original  costumes  from  the 
picture.  |  :  i 

Contest  on  Slogan 
For  New  Theatre 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  16.  —  Warner 
Theatres  management  is  seeking  a 
slogan  for  the  new  Vernon,  to  use 
with  its  newspaper  advertising  and 
publicity  campaign  for  the  opening  late 
tlii  s  month.  Guest  tickets  for  the 
opening  day  will  go  to  the  writers  of 
the  10  best  slogans. 

Coloring  Contest  Used 
For  'Boom  Town'  Run 

Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct.  16. — A  coloring 
contest  for  "Boom  Town"  was  used 
by  the  Stanley.  Two  letters  from  the 
title  appeared  daily  in  the  Camden 
Courier  with  25  pairs  of  admissions 
offered  for  the  best  coloring  of  the 
letters  which  had  line  sketches  of  the 
players  superimposed. 

'Rockne'  Preview  Is 
Attended  by  Grid  Team 

Madison,  Wis.,  Oct.  16.— Edward 
Benjii  promoted  interest  in  "Knute 
Rockne-All  American"  by  staging  a 
special  showing  at  the  Capitol,  at- 

tended by  Coach  Harry  Stuhldreher 
and  his  University  of  Wisconsin  foot- 

ball squad ;  collegiate  cheer  leaders 
and  the  University  band ;  East  high 
school's  gridiron  stars  in  uniform and  Mayor  James  R.  Law. 

'Flying  Press  Squadron' 
On  Columbia's  'Arizona' 
Columbia  is  sending  a  "Flying 

Press  Squadron,"  traveling  via  TWA, Eastern  and  American  Airlines,  to  the 
country's  key  cities  to  cover  the  pre- 
selling  of  the  company's  new  film, 
"Arizona."  The  Western  division 
will  be  in  charge  of  Lou  Smith,  head 
of  the  West  Coast  publicity  depart- 

ment, and  Mike  Newman.  Jack  Thoma 
has  been  assigned  to  the  Midwest,  and 
Ed  Rosenbaum  and  Mark  Freeland 
will  cover  the  South  and  East,  re- 
spectively. 

Elaborate  Baltimore 

Campaign  on  'Rockne' 
Baltimore,  Oct.  16. — For  the  open- 

ing of  "Knute  Rockne-All  American," 
Irving  Martin,  publicist,  at  the  Stan- 

ley here,  prepared  an  elaborate  cam- 
paign, including  a  contest  in  the  New 

Post,  a  sports  column  devoted  en- 
tirely to  Rockne  before  the  forthcom- 

ing Notre  Dame-Navy  game,  an- 
nouncement of  the  film  at  all  games, 

special  preview  for  school  football 
coaches,  the  appearance  of  Jim  Thorpe 
in  talks  at  various  schools,  and  foot- 

ball team  parades. 

Two  Companies  Formed 
Albany^  Oct.  16. — Two  motion  pic- 

ture firms  incorporated  here  are:  Am- 
sterdam Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  New 

York,  by  Minna  Tauber,  Sylvia  Ra- 
dish and  Shirley  Antine,  and  Guild 

Associates,  Inc.,  New  York,  by  Doug- 
las Parmentier,  Franklin  Field  and 

Colin  C.  Ives. 

Woodward  to  Agency 
Hollywood,  Oct.  16.  —  Woody 

Woodward  has  joined  Nat  Goldstone 
talent  agency  as  an  associate. 

Preston    turges  follows  up  'The  Great  McGinty' 
with  another   piece  of  bright,  refreshing 

entertainment!"  —Daily  Variety 
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Court  Upholds 

Station's  Right 

To  Ban  'Reds' 

WSAY  in  Rochester  Can- 
celed Contract 

Rochester,  Oct.  17. — A  radio  sta- 
tion "has  the  right  to  select  what 

programs  it  will  transmit  and  to  re- 
ject such  as  it  chooses,"  N.  Y.  Su- preme Court  Justice  John  Van 

Voorhis  ruled  here  today  in  uphold- 
ing cancellation  of  a  series  of  15- 

minute  Sunday  broadcasts  sponsored 
by  local  Communists  over  WSAY here. 

Justice  Van  Voorhis  denied  the 
Communists'  motion  for  a  temporary 
injunction  on  finding  that  a  contract 
entered  into  last  June  between  Com- 

munists and  the  station  owner,  Gor- 
don P.  Brown,  for  13  political  broad- 

casts permitted  cancellation  by  either 
party  on  two  weeks'  notice. Although  the  right  of  a  station  to 
determine  what  programs  it  should 
use  was  not  raised  during  the  hear- 

ing, Justice  Van  Voorhis  pointed  out 
that  "it  has  been  generally  under- 

stood" that  except  insofar  as  it  binds 
itself  by  contract  and  provided  it  does 
not  contravene  the  law  regarding 
equal  opportunities  to  qualified  candi- 

dates, a  station  has  the  right  to  select 
its  programs  and  reject  any  that  it 
chooses. 

Rodgers  Condemns 

Triple  Bills  at 

Chicago  Meeting 

Brandt  States  His 

Decree  Objections 
If  I.T.O.A.  members  suffer  business 

injury  as  a  result  of  the  operation  of 
the  proposed  consent  decree,  it  will 
sponsor  remedial  legislation  in  Con- 

gress, Harry  Brandt,  president,  said 
yesterday. 

Brandt  issued  a  statement  on  his 
stand  on  the  decree  in  answer  to  ques- 

(Continued  on  page  3) 

Pioneers  Approve 

Five  New  Members 
The  executive  committee  of  the  Mo- 

tion Picture  Pioneers  meeting  at  the 
Astor  yesterday  approved  for  mem- 

bership the  following :  Al  Lichtman. 
Loew's  vice-president ;  Moe  Silver, 
district  manager  for  Warner  The- 

atres ;  Walter  Reade,  circuit  head ; 
William  J.  Ganz  and  Walter  Futter. 
Marvin  Schenck  was  appointed 

head  of  the  organization's  entertain- ment committee.  Jack  Alicoate  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  initiation  cere- 

monies, which  will  take  place  at  the 
Pioneers'  Fall  dinner  Oct.  24. 

Chicago,  Oct.  17. — William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  of 
M-G-M,  addressing  200  exhibitors  at 
a  luncheon  today  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel,  condemned  triple  bills  in  Chi- 

cago. He  said  leaders  in  the  indus- 
try should  take  the  initiative  in  at- 

tempting to  wipe  out  triples.  Triple 
bills  have  been  a  long  standing  issue 
here. 

Rodgers,  who  is  en  route  to  the 
studio  for  conferences,  spoke  on  a 
variety  of  industry  topics.  He  reiter- 

ated that  increased  rentals  may  result 
because  of  the  loss  of  foreign  revenue 
unless  showmen  exert  themselves  to 
bring  in  more  revenues. 

Recent  magazine  articles  by  promi- 
nent persons  in  the  industry  were  cen- 

sured by  Rodgers  in  his  talk.  He  an- 
nounced that  M-G-M  will  distribute 

"Land  of  Liberty,"  with  the  proceeds 
given  to  charity. 
Among  those  present  at  the  lunch- 

eon were  J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  dis- 
trict manager ;  Walter  E.  Banford, 

M-G-M  branch  manager ;  Carl  E. 
Burmele  and  Ray  Moon  of  Detroit ; 
Sam  Switow  of  Louisville ;  Eddie 
Rubin,  Minneapolis  ;  Tom  Baker,  C.  C. 
Wallace,  Indianapolis ;  Nate  Piatt, 
Morris  Leonard,  Joseph  Kaufman, 
Abe  Piatt,  David  Balaban.  William 
Hollander  of  Balaban  &  Katz,  and 
Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  of Illinois. 

Para.  Affiliates  in 

Drive  for  Balaban 
A  testimonial  business 

drive  for  Barney  Balaban, 
Paramount  president,  will  be 
conducted  by  the  1,200  the- 

atres affiliated  with  the  com- 
pany during  the  period  from 

Thanksgiving  to  Christmas. 
The  drive  is  in  observance  of 
Balaban's  fifth  year  as  head of  Paramount. 
The  conduct  of  the  drive 

will  be  in  the  hands  of  in- 
dividual circuits  and  their 

operators,  and  special  book- 
ing, advertising  and  exploita- tion plans  for  the  period  of 

the  drive  already  are  in  work. 

'Dictator'  Holding 

Pace  on  Broadway 

"The  Great  Dictator"  displayed  no 
significant  slackening  of  pace  in  its 
second  day  at  the  Capitol.  United 
Artists  reported  yesterday.  The  sec- 

ond day  drew  an  estimated  $16,500. 
With  an  opening  night  sale  of  about 
$6,000,  the  film  has  garnered  an  es- 

timated $39,000  in  two  days  and  three 
nights  at  the  house. 

On  a  two-a-day  basis  at  the  Astor, 
the  film  has  been  playing  at  capacity 
and  grossed  an  estimated  $5,000  at 

that  house,  including  last  night's  take. {Continued  on  pane  3) 

800  Due  at  Variety  Club 

Pittsburgh  Banquet  Sunday 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.    17. — More  than 
800  industry  personalities,  many  from 
New  York,  will  gather  at  the  William 
Penn  Hotel 
Sunday  evening 
for  the  12th  an- 

nual banquet  of 
the  Variety 
Club.  This  is  one 
of  the  Pittsburgh 

organiza- 
tion's big  events 

of  the  year. 
Howard 

Dietz  of  M- 
G-M,  will  act 
as  toastmaster. 
The  list  of 

speakers  i  n  - eludes  :  Charles 
Laugh  ton,  Joe 
E.  Brown, 
James  Roosevelt,  Senator  James  J. 
Davis,   James   Crowley,   William  B. 

Howard  Dietz 

McKechnie,  C  W.  Galloway,  Ray 
Sprigle  and  William  McGraw. 
More  than  100  of  those  attending 

the  banquet  are  expected  from  out  of 
town.  Many  will  arrive  Saturday  to 
attend  the  Pittsburgh-Fordham  foot- 

ball game. 
Among  those  expected  at  the  ban- 

quet are:  Lou  Astor,  Harry  Arthur. 
Jr.,  Frank  Andrews,  Howard  Buzby. 
Joseph  Bernhard,  A.  J.  Brylawski, 
Jack  Beresin,  Charles  Berns.  Ben 
Blotcky,  Warren  Conner,  William 
Carlson,  Ray  Colvin,  Max  Cohen, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Tom  Connors,  Wil- 

liam Clark,  James  Clark,  E.  C. 
Cocke,  Mike  Cullen,  George  Dembow, 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  Sam  Dembow,  Har- 

vey Dav. 
Jay  Emanuel.  J.  E.  Fontaine,  A.  J. 

Fisher,  Jr.,  Horace  Falls,  L.  C.  Grif- fith. Lou  Goldberg.  Harry  Goldstein, 
J.  R.  Grainger,  Sam  Galanty,  Leonard 

(.Continued  on  page  3) 

Pictures  Chief 

Entertainment 

At  Army  Posts 

Touring    Stage  Groups 

May  Be  Used  Later 

Motion  pictures  will  be  the  chief 
entertainment  for  the  conscripted 
soldiers  at  Army  posts,  at  least  for 
the  immediate  future,  Maida  Reade, 
a  member  of  Actors  Equity  Council, 
reported  here  yesterday  after  an  in- terview in  Washington  with  Col. 
Henry  H.  Pfeil,  chief  of  the  morale 
section  of  the  U.  S.  Army  General 

Staff. Miss  Reade  had  been  designated  by 

Equity  to  learn  the  Army's  attitude to  employment  of  professional  actors. 
The  interview  was  arranged  by  War- 

ren Pershing,  son  of  Gen.  John  J. Pershing. 

Col.  Pfeil  explained  that  because 
of  the  intensive  training  that  will  be 
given  the  men,  films,  sports  and 
libraries  will  be  the  only  recreation 
provided  for  the  time  being,  as  these 
activities  can  be  made  available  at  any 
time  for  any  number  of  soldiers,  Miss 
Reade  reported. 

She  said,  however,  that  it  was  her 
impression  as  a  result  of  the  interview 
that  when  the  time  comes  to  provide 
"live"  stage  entertainment,  Equity 
will  not  only  be  consulted  but  pro- fessional actors  will  be  given 

preference. The  Army  plans  nightly  film  shows 
at  all  posts,  and  theatres  will  be  pro- 

vided at  all  of  them.  Additional  en- 
tertainment, such  as  amateur  theatri- 

cals, concerts  and  the  like  will  be 
provided  by  the  men  themselves. 

Kanin  Calls  for 

Institutional  Ads 

Calling  for  institutional  advertising 

for  the  industry  as  a  whole  and  "hon- est exploitation"  of  individual  pictures. Garson  Kanin.  director,  told  members 
of  Ampa  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Hotel 
Edison  yesterday  that  it  was  the  job 
of  advertising  and  publicity  depart- 

ments to  make  "Hollywood  a  respected 
center  of  a  respected  industry,  rather 

than  a  carnival." Kanin  said  that  "there  are  not 
enough  brains  and  good  stories  in  the 
whole  world  to  make  500  good  pic- 

tures in  a  year."  He  urged  that  ex- oloitation  should  be  more  honest  and 
imaginative  and  highlisrht  the  hard 
work  involved  in  making  pictures 

rather  than  the  Hollywood  "idiocies" {Continued  on  page  3) 
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Detroit  Club  Raises 

$50,000  for  Charity 
Detroit,  Oct.  17.— The  De- 

troit Variety  Club's  second annual  Tag  Day  to  provide 
clothing,  lunches  and  other 
necessities  for  needy  children 
has  reached  its  scheduled 
goal  of  $50,000. 

Production  Shows 

Progress  in  Spain 

Washington,  Oct.  17. — Film  pro- 
duction has  made  progress  in  Spain 

since  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  ac- 
cording to  a  report  to  the  Depart- 

ment of  Commerce  from  the  U.  S. 
commercial  attache  in  Madrid.  In  the 
period  from  April,  1939,  24  features 
have  been  produced  in  Spanish  stu- 

dios, in  addition  to  a  number  of  short 
subjects  and  newsreels.  A  number  of 
foreign  films  also  have  been  dubbed. 
A  total  of  10  producing  and  five 

dubbing  studios  are  currently  in  opera- 
tion in  the  country,  the  report  indi- 

cates. Foreign  companies  experience 
difficulty  in  introducing  new  product 
into  the  country  by  reason  of  Govern- 

ment regulation,  which  serves  conse- 
quently as  an  impetus  to  Spanish  pro- 
duction. Native  players  and  production 

technique  have  improved  greatly,  it  is 
indicated. 

London  Houses  Get 

New  Opening  Hours 
London,  Oct.  17.— The  London 

County  Council  today  granted  the  re- 
quest of  London  theatre  operators  for 

revised  operating  schedules. 
On  weekdays  the  theatres  may  be 

open  from  10:30  A.  M.  to  9  P.  M., 
and  on  Sundavs,  from  1 :30  to  7 :30 
P.  M. 

French  Film  Opening 

For  British  Charity 
The  French  film,  "Mayerling  to 

Sarajevo,"  distributed  in  this  country 
by  Leo  Films,  will  have  its  premiere 
at  the  Little  Carnegie  Playhouse  next 
Tuesday  evening  under  the  auspices 
of  Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.  John 
Lodge  and  Edwige  Feuillere  have  the 
leading  roles. 

Personal  Mention 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the 

Rivoli  Theatre) (51st  Street Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 

dinner   place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES from 

San  Francisco,  California 

T  OUIS  K.  SIDNEY,  M-G-M  pro- 
-L;  ducer,  will  arrive  in  New  York 
today  from  the  studio  to  arrange  radio 
tieups. 

• 

Thomas  P.  Loach,  Monogram  vice- 
president,  has  arrived  on  the  Coast. • 

Hal  Horne  and  Jack  Pegler  have 
returned  to  New  York  from  a  business 
meeting  at  the  Disney  studio. • 

Leonard  Goldenson  left  for  De- 
troit yesterday. 

Louis  Phillips  will  return  from 
Chicago  tomorrow. 

Harry  Gold,  Robert  Wolff,  Max 
Weisfeldt,  and  Lou  Weinberg 
lunching  yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next to  the  Rivoli). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moroney  are 
in  town  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Blank  have 
returned  to  their  home  in  Des  Moines, 
after  a  week  at  Excelsior  Spring,  Mo. 

• 

J.  Willoz  Haucht,  owner  of  a 
group  of  theatres  in  the  South,  visited 
here  this  week,  flying  from  New  Or- 

leans in  his  own  plane. 

Leonard  Howard,  assistant  at  the 
Warner  in  Wilmington,  Del,  has  re- 

signed to  take  a  position  with  the  Du- Pont  company. 

HARRY  COHN,  Columbia  presi 
dent,  and  Joseph  Friedman,  Eu- 

ropean manager,  who  has  been  visit- 
ing on  the  Coast,  arrived  here  by 

plane  yesterday.  Abe  Schneider  and 
Leo  Jaffe  are  scheduled  to  arrive 
from  the  Coast  by  train  today. 

• 

Charles  Stern,  Hal  Young, 
Jack  Goetz,  Arthur  Silverstone 
and  Arthur  Gottlieb  at  Lindy's  (Slst St.)  for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 

Charles  Einfeld,  J.  Robert 
Rubin,  Arthur  Mayer,  George 
Skouras,  Erno  Rapee,  Arthur 
Hopkins,  William  Orr  and  Owen 
Davis  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. • 

Jules    Levey,    James  Mulvey, 
Maurice    Bergman,    I.  E.  Lopert, 
William  Fitelson,  Sam  Citron  and 
Charles  Paine  having  lunch  yester 
day  at  the  Tavern. • 

Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Balaban, 
Guy  Bolton,  Larry  Hart,  Nat 
Karson,  William  Melniker,  Jo- 

seph Rosthal,  Elsa  Lanchester, 
Oscar  Serlin  and  Taylor  Holmes 
at  Sardi's  yesterday  for  lunch. 

Norman  Hornor,  projectionist  at 
the  Avery  Theatre,  Garner,  la.,  was 
recently  married  to  Bernice  Han 
kins  of  Milford,  la. 

Will  Name  Winners 

At  Para.  Club  Party 

Winners  of  the  production  idea  con- 
test for  Paramount  home  office  em- 

ployes and  theatre  personnel  in  the 
metropolitan  area  will  be  announced 
at  the  Fall  party  of  the  Paramount 
Pep  Club,  to  be  held  Oct.  25  at  the 
Hotel  Astor. 

Cash  prizes  have  been  posted  for 
the  employes  submitting  the  best  pro- 

duction ideas  for  Paramount's  1941-'42 schedule.  The  contest  closed  last 
Tuesday. 

Lazarus  Left  $193,997 
New  Orleans,  Oct.  17. — The  es- 

tate of  Henry  Lazarus,  theatre  owner 
who  died  here  last  September,  was 
valued  at  $193,997.04,  it  was  learned 
after  inventory  was  filed  in  the  Civil 
Court.  His  widow  and  one  son,  Isa- 
dor  L.  Lazarus,  will  receive  divisions 
of  the  estate,  which  consists  mostly  of 
theatre  stock  and  properties. 

RKO  Gives  4  Weeks' 
Salary  to  Draftees 

The  board  of  directors  of  RKO  has 

adopted  a  policy  of  giving  four  weeks: 
salary  to  all  employes  called  for  mili- 

tary service  or  volunteering  for  a  one 
year  training  period. 

The  company  also  has  arranged  that 
those  employes  may  continue  their 
group  accident,  death  and  dismember- ment coverage.  All  men  called  will 
be  reemployed. 

Republic  Sets  Deal 
Republic  has  closed  a  deal  on  the 

1940-'41  product  with  the  A.  E.  Licht- 
man  Circuit,  Washington  and  Vir- 

ginia. Lichtman  and  Ed  Haley  repre- 
sented the  circuit,  and  James  R. 

Grainger,  president,  and  Sam  Flax, 
franchise  holder,  acted  for  Republic. 

Veteran  Critic  Dies 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Oct.  17.— Hiram 
Wier,  82,  one  of  the  oldest  picture 
critics  in  the  world,  died  here  sudden- 

ly. He  had  been  on  one  local  daily 
for  55  years,  including  service  as  edi- 

tor, and  was  a  reviewer  for  the  stage 
and  music,  as  well  as  motion  pictures, 
covering  films  since  they  were  intro- 

duced into  Halifax  about  40  years  ago. 

James  Roosevelt  Due 
James  Roosevelt  and  Henry  Henig- 

son  will  arrive  from  the  Coast  by 
plane  tomorrow  to  attend  the  press 
exhibit  of  their  nickel-in-slot  "Sound- 
ies"  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  on  Mon- 
day. 

Answers  Due  in  Suit 
Andre  Heymann,  presdent ;  French 

Cinema  Center,  Inc.,  and  French  Film 
Import  Co.,  Inc.,  will  file  answers  as 
defendants  in  the  suit  now  pending 
asking  a  receiver,  brought  by  Harry 
Silverstein,  as  a  stockholder.  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Miller  had  de- 

termined merely  on  the  sufficiency  of 
the  complaint. 

Chicago  Bans  'Kampf' Chicago,  Oct.  17. — The  local  police 
censor  today  banned  "After  Mein 
Kampf"  on  the  ground  it  would  arouse 
racial  prejudice.  Melvin  Hirsch  of 
Crystal  Pictures  said  he  contemplated 
Federal  court  action  to  reverse  the 

Newsreel 

Parade 

THE  conscription  registration  on Wednesday  which  affected  some 
16,000,000  Americans  is  depicted  in 
and  makes  the  new  issues  especially 
important.  Contents  of  the  weekend 
releases  follow: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  12— Conscrip- tion registration.  Dionne  quintuplets  hear 

Princess  Elizabeth  broadcast.  Pontifical 
mass  in  California.  Grand  Coulee  Dam 
nears  completition.  Cotton  picking-  con- test.    Fashions.  Football. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  210— Regis- tration.  R.  A.  F.  pilots  claim  air  victories. 

New  cargo  ship  launched  in  California. 
Pan-American  day  at  West  Point.  Fash- 

ions. Quintuplets  hear  Princess  Elizabeth on  radio.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  15— Cease 

steel  shipments  to  Japan.  Monterey  sails 
for  Americans  in  Japan.  Tom  Mix  dies.  Cot- 

ton-picking contest.  Lindbergh  in  radio  talk. 
Football.  Quintuplets  hear  Princess  Eliza- beth over  the  radio.  Registration.  Army 
prepares  for  conscripts. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  IS— Motorized division  in  the  army.  Quintuplets  hear 

Princess  Elizabeth.  Army  navigators  in 
training.  Russian  army  celebrates  war 
gains.  Lindbergh  talks  on  national  policy. 
Registration. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  920— Registration.  Last  iron  shipment  to  Japan. 

Army  mules  trained.  Launch  new  freight- 
er. Tank  maneuvers.  Princess  Eliza- 

beth's radio  talk  heard  by  quintuplets. 
Football.  Cotton  picking  contest.  Pioneer 
festival  in  Missouri. 

'Tugboat'  Opening 

In  Tacoma  Today 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  Oct.  17. — Warners' 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again,"  star- 

ring Marjorie  Rambeau  and  Alan 
Hale,  will  have  its  world  premiere  at 
three  theatres  here  tomorrow,  Ham- 
rick's  Roxy,  Broadway  and  Blue Mouse. 

Mayor  Harry  Cain  has  proclaimed 
the  day  "Tugboat  Annie  Day,"  and 
Hedda  Hopper  will  broadcast  the  pre- 

miere on  her  program  at  6:15  P.  M. 
A  parade  of  tugboats  and  a  yacht  will 
precede  the  opening.  Miss  Rambeau 
and  Hale  will  head  a  grout)  of  Holly- 

wood players  who  will  make  personal 
appearances  at  the  houses  in  connec- 

tion with  the  premiere. 

Frank  C.  Walker  on  Air 
Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 

Walker  will  be  heard  tonight  at  8 
P.  M.  from  Washington  over  the 
Mutual  network  on  behalf  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee. 
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Progress  Reported 
On  Decree  Drafting 

Arrangments  for  the  func- 
tioning of  arbitration  under 

the  proposed  consent  decree 
may  be  completed  at  a  meet- 

ing today  of  the  lawyers' arbitration  committee  and 
representatives  of  the  Ameri- 

can Arbitration  Association. 
The  committee  continued 

its  work  yesterday  at  the  Bar 
Association  Building  but 
merely  reported  "progress" and  the  hope  of  completing 
the  work  at  today's  session, when  it  adjourned  last  night. 

Brandt  States  His 

Decree  Objections 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

tions  put  by  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied 
States  chairman  and  general  counsel, 
in  a  communication  to  trade  papers 
last  week. 

Said  Brandt:  "We  would  like  to 
ask  Myers  why  he  doesn't  query  Al- lied units  on  why  they  object  to  the 
decree,  which,  in  practically  every 
case,  they  do." In  addition  to  his  opposition  to  the 
blocks-of-five  sales  proposal,  Brandt 
set  forth  these  objections  to  the  de- 

cree, with  his  own  recommendations 
and  comment: 

1.  Forcing  of  shorts — The  language 
of  the  decree  on  this  subject  is  too 
equivocal  and  may  provide  distribu- 

tors with  a  loophole.  An  exhibitor's 
complaint  of  shorts  forcing  should  be 
sufficient  to  make  his  contract  imme- 

diately inoperative,  pending  arbitra- tion. 
2.  Cancellation  for  cause — The  date 

of  availability  rather  than  date  of  ex- 
ecution of  a  contract  should  deter- 

mine the  time  after  which  notice  of 
rejection  of  a  film  on  moral  grounds 
may  be  made  by  the  exhibitor. 

3.  Arbitration  of  clearance  dis- 
putes— Boards  should  be  empowered 

to  eliminate  all  clearance,  rather  than 
to  maintain  "some"  clearance. 

4.  Remedy  for  discrimination  against 
independently  operated  theatres- — 
There  should  be  a  clear,  simple  state- 

ment that  any  exhibitor  has  the  right 
to  demand  a  better  run  and  to  submit 
the  matter  to  arbitration.  The  pres- 

ent language  of  the  decree  and  the 
conditions  imposed  may  preclude  ar- 

bitration in  90  per  cent  of  affected 
situations.  A  clear  and  simple  defi- 

nition of  an  independent  exhibitor 
should  be  substituted  for  that  now 
employed  and  other  definitions  and 
conditions  should  be  altered.  The  en- 

tire provision  suggests  a  lack  of  good 
faith. 

Cosman  Explains 
Lab  Strike  Status 

J.  T.  Cosman,  president  of  Pro- 
ducers Laboratories,  Inc.,  declares 

with  reference  to  a  recent  strike  of 
Laboratory  Technicians  Union,  Local 
702,  that  the  dispute  was  not  about 
the  giving  of  vacations,  which  are  pro- 

vided, but  concerned  the  time  when 
vacations  were  to  be  taken. 
Cosman  states,  "The  union  did  not 

force  us  to  give  a  week's  vacation 
with  pay,  because  we  always  agreed 
to  the  same,  and  we  gave  a  week's 
vacation,  namely,  the  week  they  were 
on  strike." 

Kanin  Calls  for 

Institutional  Ads 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
and  swimming  pools.  He  said  that 
his  recent  trip  through  the  country 
convinced  him  that  the  frequent  flaunt- 

ing of  Hollywood  wealth  has  created 
a  situation  in  which  the  industry  is 
held  in  bad  repute. 

Harry  Brandt,  the  principal  speak- 
er, urged  publicity  and  exploitation 

men  to  become  more  acquainted  with 
industry  problems  and  to  make  such 
problems  part  of  their  jobs.  He  said 
that  publicity  men  should  have  more 
to  say  about  titles  of  films,  the  ap- 

pearance of  film  stars  on  radio,  cen- 
sorship problems  and  even  exploita- tion. 

More  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
12,000  subsequent  runs,  Brandt  said. 
Too  frequently,  a  film  is  given  a  big 
sendoff  in  its  first  run  but  by  the  time 
it  reaches  the  subsequents  a  fresh  cam- 

paign is  in  progress  and  the  public 
is  permitted  to  forget  the  picture.  He 
said  that  exploitation  men  acquainted 
with  the  problems  of  the  smaller  the- 

atre should  be  assigned  to  keep  a 
campaign  going  as  a  film  plays  the 
subsequent  runs.  Joe  E.  Brown  also 

spoke. 

Demand  Release  Now 

Of  Willkie  Short 

Hollywood,  Oct.  17. — Demand  that 
RKO  release  immediately  its  second 
Pathe  "Information  Please"  short 
with  Wendell  Willkie  was  made  to- 

day by  the  "We  the  People  Commit- 
tee," a  Willkie  group,  in  a  letter  to 

George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president. 
The  committee  includes  a  number  of 
Hollywood  personalities.  Robert  Mont- 

gomery is  chairman.  Schaefer  had  no 
comment  to  make. 

Answering  similar  demands  by 
Eastern  Republican  groups,  Schaefer 
recently  said  that  under  normal  re- 

leasing circumstances  the  second 
Willkie  "Information  Please"  would be  scheduled  for  release  in  November 
or  December,  and  that  to  release  it 
now  might  be  construed  as  political 
propaganda. 

Three  Firms  Formed 
Albany,  Oct.  17. — Three  new  com- 

panies chartered  here  include  :  Brook- 
side  Films,  Inc.,  New  York,  by  E.  J. 
Sachs,  Sharon  Kahn  and  Max  Kohn; 
S.  &  S.  Amusement  Corp.,  Brooklyn, 
by  Joseph  Seidman  and  Harvey  A. 
Tave ;  Star  Amusement  Co.,  Brook- 

lyn, by  Jonas  Gutchin,  Jacob  Rol- 
nick  and  Marie  DiNapoli. 

Facilitate  English 

Reels'  Coverage 
As  a  result  of  long  negoti- 

ations between  Sir  Gordon 
Craig,  general  manager  of 
British  Movietone  News,  and 
the  British  Government,  a 
committee  has  been  formed  to 
facilitate  newsreel  operations 
in  the  British  Isles,  according 
to  information  received  here. 
The  committee  includes  the 

head  of  the  film  division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information, 
Sir  Gordon  as  chairman  of  the 
new  British  Newsreel  Associ- 

ation, and  representatives  of 
the  Army,  Navy  and  Air 
Force.  Cameramen  will  be  in- 

creased near  the  vital  coastal 
towns  of  Britain. 

'Dictator'  Holding 

Pace  on  Broadway 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

At  the  Music  Hall,  "They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted"  with  a  stage show  drew  an  estimated  $87,500  for 
its  first  week  and  was  held  over. 
"Spring  Parade"  with  a  stage  show 
grossed  an  estimated  $40,000  for  its 
second  week  at  the  Roxy.  "Down 
Argentine  Way"  opened  there  yester- 

day. The  third  week  of  "City  for 
Conquest"  and  stage  show  at  the 
Strand  drew  an  estimated  $24,000. 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  opens 
there  today  with  Woody  Herman  and 
band. 

"I'm  Still  Alive"  grossed  an  esti- 
mated $5,000  in  a  week  at  the  Rialto, 

and  was  followed  yesterday  by  "So 
You  Won't  Talk." 

Kelly  Offers  Land  in 

Chicago  for  Studios 
Chicago,  Oct.  17. — In  connection 

with  the  opening  of  the  De  Mille- 
Paramount  feature,  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  here  next  week, 
Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  has  wired  an 
invitation  to  De  Mille  to  establish  a 
studio  in  Chicago.  He  offered  21 
acres  in  Ilgair  Park  to  producers, 
donated  by  the  industrialist,  Robert A.  Ilg. 

Sileos  on  Vacation 

Jimmy  and  Columbia  Sileo  of  Cos- 
mo-Sileo  ■  will  spend  the  weekend  in 

Atlantic  City,  following  photographic 
coverage  of  a  series  of  film  openings, 

including  "The  Great  Dictator"  at  the 
Capitol  and  Astor. 

Holland  Can 

Exhibit  Only 

Nazis'  Films 

Only  pictures  censored  and  approved 
in  Germany  since  1936  are  permitted 
for  exhibition  in  Holland,  according 
to  an  article  from  Amsterdam  by 
Philip  de  Schaap  in  Motion  Picture 
Herald,  one  of  the  first  direct  news 
dispatches  on  industry  conditions  in 
the  Lowlands  received  here  since  the 
German  invasion. 

English  and  French  Films  Banned 
Vital  changes  have  taken  place  in 

the  Dutch  industry  as  a  result  of  the 
occupation.  English  and  French  films 
are  entirely  forbidden. 
The  German  companies,  Ufa  and 

Tobis,  and  several  other  firms  of 
Dutch  or  German  origin  are  supplying 
the  Dutch  exhibition  market,  and 
Dutch  films  are  permitted  only  when 
re-censored  by  the  Nazi  authorities. 
Ufa  and  Tobis  are  the  only  two  news- reels  released  in  Holland.  The  first 
has  existed  for  many  years,  and  the 
latter  is  being  produced  by  the  Dutch 
newsreel  companies,  Polygoon  and 
Profilti.  American  reels  have  long 
since  disappeared  from  the  market. 

•  M.  P.  Federation  Revamped 

The  Dutch  Motion  Picture  Feder- 
ation has  been  revamped.  C.  S.  Roem, 

former  vice-president  of  the  Dutch 
Bioscoop  Bond,  is  president,  and 
Johan  Miedema  is  vice-president.  The 
managing  board  includes :  B.  Kunzig, 
manager  of  Ufa  in  Amsterdam;  F. 
L.  D.  Strengholt,  manager  of  M- 
G-M ;  B.  Koch,  manager  of  Tobis ; 
P.  J.  Beynes,  of  Gefilex,  Catholic  or- ganization in  Leiden,  and  J.  M.  P. 
ter  Linden,  manager  of  the  City  Cir- 

cuit. Warner  and  20th  Century-Fox 
representatives  have  been  replaced. 

800  Due  at  Variety 

Club  Banquet  Sunday 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Goldenson,  Julius  Gordon,  John  Hol- 
linger,    Henry    Henigson,  William 
Hardy,  Pete  Harrison,  Ed  Kirchner, 
A.  C.  Knowles,  Ed  Kuykendall. 
Nat  Levy,  Chick  Lewis,  A.  E.  Licht- man,  Tom  Lockhart,  Jules  Lapidus,  Sidney 

Lust,  William  Lasdon,  Jules  Levey,  Ben 
Miller,  Don  Murphy,  Edgar  Moss,  Stew- art McDonald,  William  MacAvoy,  Jr.,  Carl 
Neese,  R.  J.  O'D'onnell,  Ted  O'Shea,  Oscar 
Olson,  William  O'Donnell,  Paul  J.  O'Neill, Edward  Peskay,  Jack  Pegler,  John  G. 
Paine,  H.  C.  Robinson,  Sr.,  H.  C.  Rob- 

inson, Jr.,  Harry  Ross,  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Herman  Robbins,  H.  M.  Richey,  Sam  Stie- fel,  C.  E.  Smith,  Earle  Sweigert,  Paul 
Short,  Alex  Schreiber,  Manny  Smerling, 
Carl  Shalit,  Leonard  Schlesinger,  A.  W. 
Smith,  Jr.,  E.  M.  Saunders,  William  Suss- man,  W.  A.  Scully, .  Cresson  Smith,  Ben 
Towsley,  Gerald  Trimble,  Charles  Trampe, 
Paul  Terry,  Joe  Vogel,  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
Louis  Weinberg,  Marc  Wolfe  and  Herbert 
Yates. 

Seven  Brokers  Sue 

On  Ticket  Fee  Law 
Seven  ticket  brokers  yesterday  filed 

an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  J.  Sidney 
Bernstein  which  upheld  the  state  law 
limiting  brokerage  fees  on  theatre 
tickets  to  75  cents.  The  brokers  seek 
to  upset  the  law  on  the,  ground  that 
the  legislature  had  no  constitutional 
right  to  restrict  ticket  brokerage  fees. 

Theatre  Plays  Host  in  Air  Raid 

T  N  a  dispatch  to  the  home  office,  Francis  L.  Harley,  20th  Century- 
*■  Fox  managing  director  in  England,  recounts  that  as  the  audience 
was  leaving  the  Odeon  in  London  recently  after  the  show  about  9  :30, 
the  air  raid  alarms  sounded. 

Williarn  Thornton,  manager  of  the  Odeori,  invited  the  400  patrons  to 
remain.  His  staff  found  coffee,  milk,  biscuits  and  chocolates,  and  served 
them,  with  music  as  an  accompaniment.  When  the  hour  grew  late, 
and  the  patrons  began  to  make  themselves  comfortable  in  the  aisles, 
rugs  were  provided  and  converted  into  temporary  beds.  All  this  was 
provided  cheerfully  and,  of  course,  without  charge  to  the  patrons.  The 
all-clear  signal  did  not  sound  until  4  A.M. 

Such  incidents,  Harley  points  out,  are  multiplied  many  times  as  Eng- 
lish exhibitors  do  their  share  under  the  difficult  conditions  imposed  by 

the  raids  of  Nazi  bombers. 
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Boston  Gives 

'Band'  Good 

$30,700  Tally 

Boston,  Oct.  17— "Strike  Up  the 
Band"  and  "The  Secret  Seven"  scored 
a  total  of  $30,700  at  two  houses,  $12,- 
500  at  Loew's  State  and  $18,200  at 
Loew's  Orpheum.  Grosses  were  gen- 

erally slow  in  a  week  of  fair  weather. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  9 : 
"Up  in  the  Air"  (Mono.) 
"Three  Men  from  Texas"  (Para.) 
"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
"Black  Limelight" KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c).  Vaudeville  with  Al  Trahan  four  days, 
split  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) KEITH  MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (25c-35c- 
40c-55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $14,200. 
(Average,  $16,000) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
METROPOLITAN— (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  $15,- 500) 
"Brigham   Young — Frontiersman" (2<tth-Fox) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (R-K-O) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (2ttth-Fox) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) 
FENWAY  —  (1,320)     (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $3,400.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-50c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE  —  (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average, 

$12,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM — (2,900)  (25c-35c- 

40c -55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $18,200.  (Average, 
$17,500) 

Ban  on  Ohio  Game 

Is  Halted  by  Writ 

Middletown,  O.,  Oct.  17.— Common 
Pleas  Judge  Fred  B.  Cramer  has 

granted  a  temporary  injunction  re- 
straining police  officials  from  interfer- 

ing with  Sweepstakes  at  the  Northio 
Paramount,  which  resumed  the  game 
last  night.  It  was  discontinued  last 
week  when  a  city  ordinance  became 
effective  making  it  illegal  to  operate 
any  form  of  lottery  in  the  theatre  or 
elsewhere  requiring  numbers  slips. 
The  injunction  is  the  outgrowth  of 

a  suit  filed  by  Northio  Theatres 
against  Hugh  A.  King,  Chief  of  Po- 

lice, and  the  Middletown  City  Com- 
mission, in  which  a  permanent  injunc- 

tion is  sought  against  the  Chief  of 
Police  "threatening  to  arrest  persons 
intending  to  become  patrons  of  the 
theatre ;  from  enforcing  provisions  of 
the  ordinance;  from  interfering  with 
the  plaintiff  in  conducting  its  _  busi- 

ness, and  to  declare  the  ordinance 

illegal." 

'Ramparts"  Dorsey 
$17,000,  Cleveland 

Cleveland,  Oct.  17. — "The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch,"  with  the  orchestra 

of  Jimmy  Dorsey  on  the  stage  at  the 
RKO  Palace,  led  the  field,  grossing 
$17,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  10: 

"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd 
week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER'S      HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) 

"River's  End"  (W.  B.) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
LAKE— (900)    (28c-40c)    5    days.  Gross: 

$500.     (Average,  7  days,  $1,500) 
"Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) RKO  PALACE— (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c)  Jim- 

my Dorsey's  orchestra.  7  days.  Gross:  $17,- 000.  (Average,  $13,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STILM AN— (1,900)  (33c-47c-55c) 7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $4,500.  (Average 

$4,000) 

Club  Night  in  Seattle 
Seattle,  Oct.  17. — Beginning  Oct 

21,  every  Monday  night  will  be  Club 
Night  at  the  Northwest  Film  Club 
Edward  Miller,  new  entertainment 
committee  chairman,  is  planning  a 
city-wide  dance  for  November. 

Using  Weekly  Vaudeville 
Waterbury,  Oct.  17. — Loew's,  Inc., 

j  have  booked  Wednesday  vaudeville  at 
f  the  Loew-Poli. 

100%  Possibility 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  17.— There 
is  at  least  one  exhibitor  here 
whom  Peter  Niland,  Colum- 

bia salesman,  has  no  difficulty 
in  selling.  There  has  never 
been  an  exchange  of  words 
over  product,  price,  playing 
time,  or  the  other  questions. 
The  exhibitor  is  Peter  Ni- 

land, the  same  Columbia 
salesman,  who  also  operates 
the  suburban  Fairmont. 

'Parade'  Scores 

$5,000  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  17.— "Spring  Par- 
ade" took  $5,000  at  the  Missouri. 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  drew  $11,500  in 
its  second  week  at  Loew's  State. 

Estimated  takings  for  week  ending 
Oct.  10: 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE  —  (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 

56c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,500. (Average,  $13,000) 
"The    Ramparts    We    Watch"  (RKO) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FOX— (5.038)     (28c-39c-44c-50c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $11,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
AMBASSADOR— (3,081)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $9,800.  (Average,  $11,500) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
MISSOURI— (3,514)      (28c-39c-44c-56c)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
ST.  LOUIS—  (4,000)  ((25c-35c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $2,700.  (Average,  $2,600). 

'Boom  Town'  Draws 

$11,000  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Oct.  17. — "Boom  Town" 

tallied  $11,000  at  Loew's.  "Hired 
Wife,"  at  the  Palace  drew  $9,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  11: 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
"You're  Not  So  Tough"  (Univ.) 
CAPITOL— (2,547)       (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (30c-40c-60c)     7  days Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM— (919)    (25c-35c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (25c -40c -55c -65c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) "Wildcat  Bus"  (RKO) 
PRINCESS  —  (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Parade'  Is 

Big  in  Seattle 

With  $8,200 

Seattle,  Oct.  17. — "Knute  Rockne — 
All  American"  at  the  Orpheum  took 
$7,500  and  "Spring  Parade"  at  the Paramount  drew  $8,200.  The  weather 
was  cool  and  slightly  rainy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  11 : 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
BLUE  MOUSE— (950)  (35c-50c-65c)  7 

days.  5th  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, $4,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
FIFTH    AVENUE— (2.500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65c)    7    days.     2nd    week.     Gross:  $6,800. (Average,  $7,000) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)  (30c -40c -55c -65c)  7 

days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Average. 
$5,000) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (Univ.) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average, $4,000) 

"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.B.) 
"South  of  Karanga"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Girl  frcm  God's  Country"  (Rep.) 
"Sing.  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) 
PALOMAR— (1.500)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Vaudeville    headed    by    Bob    Ripa    &  Co. 
Gross:  $5,100.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"The  Ouarterback"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3.050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $8,200.  (Average,  $6,000) 

'Rockne'  Hits 

Fine  $23,800, 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  17. — A  holiday 
weekend,  coupled  with  favorable 
weather,  aided  grosses.  "Knute Rockne — All  American"  at  the  Fox 
took  $23,800,  while  the  Earle,  coupling 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  with  Glen  Gray- 
Andrews  Sisters  on  the  stage,  drew 
$26,000  in  the  second  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  9-11 : "The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
ALDINE— (1,400)    (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.    Gross:  $6,600.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
ARCADIA— (600)  (45c-55c-65c)  7  days,  3rd run.     Gross:   $4,400.     (Average,  $2,600) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
BOYD  —  (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $16,700.  (Average, $13,000) 

"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
EARLE  —  (4.000)  (35c-41c-46c-'57c-68c)  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Glen  Gray 

and  the  Casa  Loma  Band,  Andrews  Sisters, 
Three  Berry  Brothers.  Gross:  $26,000. (Average,  $14,000) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" (20th-Fox) 
FAY'S — (2,190)  15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7  days 

with  vaudeville  including  Sunya  Smiles 
Slane,  June  Taylor,  Chas.  Slim  Timblin, Lewis  Sisters,  Arnaut  Brothers,  Lalage  and 
Miller  &  Wright.  Gross:  $7,900.  (Average, 
$6,900) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
FOX— (3.000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $23,800.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"Brigham  Young"  (20th-Fox) 
KARLTON— (1.000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,200.  (Average, $3,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 davs,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,900.  (Average. 

$4,500) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  5 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,100.  (Average. $14,000) 

"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
STANTON— (1.700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,300.    (Average,  $4,500) 

Poll  St.  Louis  Houses 

On  Doubles,  Triples 
St.  Louis,  Oct.  17.— The  Better 

Films  Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis 
is  polling  exhibitors  in  St.  Louis  on 
the  matter  of  double  and  triple  fea- 
tures. 

In  a  letter  signed  by  Mrs.  Edda 
Randall,  president,  the  council  says 
it  has  been  sympathetic  to  the  many 
problems  facing  the  exhibitor,  but  is 
greatly  concerned  about  the  double 
feature  program. 

'Westerner*  Draws 

$11,500,  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  17.  —  "The 
Westerner"  and  "Sky  Murder"  took 
$11,500  at  Loew's  Midland,  and  "No 
Time  for  Comedy"  with  "Stranger 
on  the  Third  Floor"  did  $6,100. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct  8-10: Hired  Wife  (Univ.) 

ESOUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: £2.300.  (Average.  $2,200) 
The  Westerner  (U.  A.) 
Skv  Murder"  (M-G-M) MIDLAND— (4.000)  (28c-44c) Gross:  $11,500.    (Average.  $9,500) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN— (1.900)      (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $6,000.   (Average.  $7,000) 

"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
"Strfns-er  or  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM— (1.500)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $6,100.    (Averaee.  $5,000) 
"S'ifbtlv  Temoted"  (Univ.) 
TOWER— (2.200)     (30c)    7    days.  Stasre: Whitev    Ed  Ford.  Morrell  Sisters  &  Billy, 

Charles  &  Helen  Stone.    Gross:  $5,900.  (Av- erage, $6,000) 
"HW  Wife"  (Univ.) 
UPTOWN — (2.000)  (2Sc-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:   $3,800.   (Average.  $3,000) 

days. 

French  Film  to  Open 
"Heritage,"  French  film,  will  open 

at  the  Belmont  Theatre  on  Nov.  4. 

'Conquest'  $7,000 

Indianapolis  Best 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  17. — "City  for 

Conquest"  and  "River's  End"  with 
$7,000  at  the  Indiana,  and  a  second 
week  gross  of  $7,500  for  "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  and  "The  Secret  Seven" 
at  Loew's  were  the  leaders  in  a  week 
of  warm  weather. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  11 : 

"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.") "Tom  Brown's  School  Days"  (RKO) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $6,300.    (Average.  $6,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) "River's  End"  (W.  B.) 

INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $7,000.    (Average.  $5,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S—  (2.800)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Oueen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) 
LYRIC— (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Phil  Spitalnv's  All-Girl  Orchestra, plus  show.    Gross:  $7,600.    (Average,  $8,000) 

Operators  Union  Meets 

New  Haven,  Oct.  17.— Operators' Local  273  will  meet  over  the  weekend 
at  Trades  Council  Hall,  with  Nelson 
Frazier  presiding,  to  finish  discussions 
of  the  new  contracts  with  circuits  and 
independents  in  this  territory. 

Form  Theatre  Company 

Lttle  Rock,  Ark.,  Oct.  17. — Gen- 
eral Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Little 

Rock,  has  been  organized  by  C.  C. 
Mundo  and  several  associates. 
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Argument  Dec.  2  on 
Radio  Monopoly 

Washington,  Oct.  17— Oral 
argument  on  the  long  delayed 
and  controversial  report  on 
monopoly  in  radio  was  set  for 
Dec.  2-3  by  the  FCC  today 
and  the  final  date  for  filing  of 
briefs  was  extended  to  Nov. 
11.  The  report,  in  six  vol- 

umes, was  submitted  to  the 
FCC  on  June  12  by  a  subcom- 

mittee appointed  to  study  the 
problem.  Much  of  the  ques- 

tioning during  the  hearings 
on  the  reappointment  of 
Thad  H.  Brown  as  member 
of  the  FCC  was  devoted  to 
the  monopoly  report. 

New  Mass.  Station 

Authorized  by  FCC 

Washington,  Oct.  17. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

granted  a  construction  permit  to  the 
Hampden-Hampshire  Corp.  for  a  new 
1,370-kilocycle,  250-watt  broadcasting 
station  at  Holyoke,  Mass. 

Also  granted  were  the  applications 
of  Stations  KFKA,  Greeley,  Col.,  for 
increase  of  power  from  500  to  1,000 
watts,  night ;  KVIC,  Victoria,  Tex., 
for  increase  of  night  power  from  100 
to  250  watts ;  WGOV,  Valdosta,  Ga., 
for  increase  of  night  power  to  250 
watts ;  and  WWJ,  Detroit,  Mich., 
WIS,  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  WIND, 
Gary,  Ind.,  for  increase  of  night  pow- 

er from  1,000  to  5,000  watts. 
An  application  for  a  construction 

permit  for  a  new  1,500-kilocycle,  100- 
watt  station  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  was 
filed  by  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Broadcasting  Co.,  and  a  request  for  in- 

crease of  day  power  from  500  to  1,000 
watts  was  submitted  by  Station 
WORL,  Boston. 

M.I.T.  Has  Theatre 

Management  Course 
Boston,  Oct.  17. — The  Massachu- 

setts Institute  of  Technology  at  Cam- 
bridge has  instituted  a  course  in 

theatre  management,  including  16  lec- 
tures, from  Oct.  21  to  Feb.  24,  1941. 

Certificates  will  be  granted  to  those 
who  complete  the  course  satisfactorily. 

Arthur  L.  Tuohy,  University  ex- 
tension instructor,  and  former  man- 

ager of  Loew's  theatres  in  Boston,  is 
in  charge  of  the  course.  Among  those 
who  will  deliver  the  lectures  are : 
Charles  Kurtzman,  Howard  Burk- 
hardt,  Thad  C.  Barrows,  Ben  Do- 

mingo, Joseph  A.  Di  Pesa,  John  A. 
Granara,  Jack  Saef,  Maurice  Wolf, 
Chester  Stoddard,  Harry  I.  Wasser- 
man,  Stanley  Sumner,  Louis  Chiara- 
monte  and  Joseph  H.  Brennan. 

Brandt  Aids  Democrats 

Harry  Brandt,  head  of  Brandt  the- 
atres, yesterday  accepted  chairman- 

ship of  the  theatre  section  of  the 
Democratic  Campaign  Committee  for 
the  reelection  of  President  Roosevelt. 

Montgomery  at  Forum 
Robert  Montgomery  will  address 

the  Herald  Tribune  Forum  here  next 
Wednesday  on  the  relation  of  the 
screen  to  art  and  public  affairs. 

Off  the  Antenna 

BMI  yesterday  released  its  first  listing  of  songs  which  will  be  available  to 
radio  after  Jan.  1  if  the  Ascap  license  is  not  renewed.  The  first  catalogue 

consists  of  M.  H.  Cole  phonograph  records,  mainly  Western  ballads  and 
other  American  folk  music.  The  list  is  available  immediately  to  all  stations 
having  Sesac  licenses  and  after  Jan.  1  to  all  BMI-licensed  stations. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Paul  McCluer  has  been  named  NBC-Red  central  divi- 

sion sales  manager,  and  E.  R.  Borroff  has  been  promoted  to  Blue  sales  mana- 
ger for  the  satne  division.  .  .  .  Gene  &  Glenn,  heard  over  NBC-Red  as  "Jake 

&  Lena','  are  celebrating  their  100^A  year  in  radio.  .  .  .  Two  WHOM  engi- 
neers, Max  Markel  and  Jack  Sperling,  have  resigned  from  the  station  to  vol- 
unteer as  civilian  radio  engineers  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps.  .  .  .  John 

D.  Kelsey,  formerly  with  WIP  and  WHAT,  Philadelphia,  has  joined  WHOM 
as  announcer. 

•  •  • 

NBC  seems  to  be  going  in  for  double  talk  these  days.  For  the  second 
time  in  a  month,  a  voice  came  over  double.  It  was  Lowell  Thomas'  6:45 
P.M.  program  last  night. 

•  •  • 

Mutual  reported  yesterday  that  the  first  station  in  Wyoming  to  become 
a  national  network  affiliate  was  KYAN,  Cheyenne,  which  will  join  MBS  on 
Oct.  21.  The  station  operates  on  1,370  k.c.  with  250  watts,  full  time.  In  the 
next  few  days  WELI,  New  Haven,  operating  on  930  k.c.  with  500  watts,  day, 
and  250  watts,  night,  will  join  the  Colonial  network,  Mutual's  New  England link.   This  will  bring  the  total  of  MBS  affiliates  to  156. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Lever  Bros,  has  renewed  the  "Lux  Radio  Theatre"  over 
65  CBS  stations.  .  .  .  Better  Speech  Institute,  sponsor  of  "Speak  Up,  Amer- 

ica" over  46  NBC-Blue  stations,  is  offering  a  $1,000  voeekly  prize  to  listeners 
in  a  contest  offer.  .  .  .  Julius  Colby  will  take  his  WMCA  microphone  back- 

stage tonight  for  intervieivs  at  "George  Washington  Slept  Here."  .  .  .  Gilbert 
Brawi  is  seeking  film  publicity  material  for  Charles  Stark's  "In  Movieland" 
program  over  MBS. 

Theatre  Changes 

Plans  Philadelphia  Suburban 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  17. — Albert  J. 

Fischer,  Jr.,  owner  of  several  the- 
atres in  the  Philadelphia  suburban 

area,  is  president  of  the  newly  formed 
Edge  Moor  Theatre  Co.,  which  has 
signed  a  long  term  lease  on  the  new 
$200,000  theatre  building  to  be  devel- 

oped in  Edge  Moor  Terrace,  new  de- 
velopment near  Wilmington.  The 

house  will  seat  800.  Work  will  start 
late  this  month  for  completion  before 
Feb.  1. 

Takes  Louisville  Theatre 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  17.  —  Dudley 

Williston,  operator  of  the  de  luxe 
Walker  and  the  smaller  Park  and 
Lido,  houses  for  Negroes  here,  has 
acquired  the  Dixie,  Louisville,  Ky., 
closed  for  several  months. 

Plans  Wichita  Theatre 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  17. — R.  E.  Con- 
rad plans  a  new  theatre  at  Wichita, 

Kan.,  to  seat  500.  The  policy  will  be 
10  and  15  cents  for  double  bills. 

Renovate  New  Haven  House 
New  Haven,  Oct.  17. — John  Can- 

non has  closed  the  700-seat  Cannon 
to  complete  renovation. 

Myers  Takes  Jersey  Theatre 
Elmer,  N.  J.,  Oct.  17.— Al  Myers, 

former  New  York  theatre  manager, 
has  taken  over  the  local  Elmer. 

Open  New  Butterfield  Unit 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Oct.  17. — 

The  Bijou,  new  unit  of  W.  S.  Butter- 
field  Theatres,  has  opened  here. 

Rochester  House  Reopens 
Rochester,  Oct.  17.  —  Dark  since 

last  Spring,  the  Embassy  has  reopened here. 

South  Bend  House  to  B.  &  K. 

Chicago,  Oct.  17. — Balaban  &  Katz 
has  acquired  the  Granada,  2,400-seat 
house  at  South  Bend,  Ind.  It  formerly 
was  operated  by  Jerry  Shinbach  of  the 
Indiana  Theatres  Corp.  The  acquisi- 

tion gives  B.  &  K.  four  houses  in  the 
city.  David  Wallerstein  will  super- 

vise operation  of  the  theatre. 

Manages  Alabama  House 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  Oct.  17. — Rob- 

ert McLendon,  who  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Paramount  and  Em- 

pire Theatres  for  several  years,  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  Fair- 
hope  in  Fairhope,  Ala. 

Warners  Open  New  Theatre 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Oct.  17. — Warners 

have  opened  the  new  806-seat  Bristol, 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Bristol  Theatre, 
destroyed  by  fire  last  year.  It  seats 

350. 

Open  South  Carolina  House 
Timmonsville,  S.  C,  Oct.  17. — 

Timmonsville's  newest  house,  the 
State,  has  opened.  F.  A.  Greene  is 
owner  and  operator  of  the  house, 
which  seats  500. 

Lowe  Acquires  Camden  House 
Camden,  N.  J.,  Oct.  17. — E.  M. 

Lowe,  who  once  operated  the  Em- 
bassy, Westville,  N.  J.,  has  taken  over 

the  Elm  here. 

Reopens  in  Allentown 
Allentown,  Pa.,  Oct.  17. — George 

Kurlansik,  owner  of  the  Towne,  has 
opened  the  renovated  630-seat  Transit. 

Reopens  De  Kalb  in  Brooklyn 
Henry  Fisher  has  acquired  and  re- 

opened the  De  Kalb,  Brooklyn. 

Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Flag  of  Humanity" 
(Warners) The  founding  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  through  the  tireless  effort  and 
courage  of  Clara  Barton  is  brought 
to  the  screen  expertly  and  effectively.  . 
The  necessity  of  such  an  organization  I 
is   instilled  in   Miss   Barton's  mind 
while  a  nurse  on  the  battlefield  during  ■ 
the  Civil  War,  after  which  she  devotes 
her  entire  life  to  the  cause. 
Nana  Bryant,  Fay  Helm,  John 

Hamilton,  Ted  Osborne  and  John  Ar- 
ledge  are  the  principal  players  in- 

volved. Miss  Bryant  in  the  top  role 
is  splendid.  The  short,  in  color,  is  an 
emotion-stirring  dramatization  of  an 
inspiring  chapter  in  American  history. 
Running  time,  20  mins. 

"Holiday  Highlights*' ( Warners) 
The  laughs  are  many  as  the  various 

holidays  are  reviewed  comically  in  this 
"Merrie  Melody"  from  Leon  Schles- 
inger.  A  bashful  boy  is  seen  as  a  vio- 

lent lover  on  Valentine's  Day,  and 
celebrations  on  New  Year's  Eve,  Eas- ter, Thanksgiving,  etc.,  are  depicted  in 
similar  burlesque  fashion.  A  highlight 
is  an  All  Fool's  Day  gag  at  which 
point  the  screen  goes  blank  and  the 
off -screen  commentator  laughs  at  the 
audience.  This  rates  high  in  cartoon 
comedy.   Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Prehistoric  Porky" 
( Warners) 
Porky  Pig  as  a  caveman  in  the 

stone  age  and  in  search  of  a  new  fur 
suit  encounters  various  prehistoric 
monsters  but  has  little  difficulty  until 
he  meets  a  saber-tooth  tiger.  The  lat- 

ter is  about  to  devour  Porky  but  quiet- 
ly walks  away  when  he  hears  the  pig's pleas.  Children  should  enjoy  the  car- 

toon.   Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Picture  People,  No.  2" 
(RKO-Pathe) 
This  is  the  second  in  a  new  series 

which  has  for  its  subject  Hollywood 
personalities.  Elsie,  the  Borden  cow, 
is  in  the  opening  sequence  with  Kay 
Francis.  Bob  Burns  gags,  Bill  Rob- 

inson gives  a  billiard  exhibition  and 
a  number  of  other  film  favorites  are 
seen.  Entertaining.  Running  time,  9 
mins. 

"Information  Please, 

No.  2" 

(RKO-Pathe) 
Ruth  Gordon,  again  as  guest  expert, 

contributes  both  charm  and  the  re- 
quired information.  Spontaneous  wit 

on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  particu- 
larly Oscar  Levant,  is  in  evidence, 

though  the  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
board  is  given  little  opportunity,  the 
queries  being  easier  than  usual.  This 
is  as  humorous  and  entertaining  as  any 
of  the  series.  Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Trailer  Tragedy" 

(RKO)_ 

This  is  an  Edgar  Kennedy  comedy 
with  Vivian  Oakland,  Bill  Franey  and 
others.  It  has  a  fairly  amusing  story 
that  employs  Kennedy  with  his  usual 
gesticulations  and  other  bits  of  slap- 

stick. The  comedian,  his  wife  and  his 
father-in-law  go  on  a  trailer  trip. 
Running  time,  17  mins. 
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Para.  May  Go 

To  Court  on 

'Flames'  Ban 

Rejected    as  'Improper' 
By  Pa.  Censors 

Paramount  may  initiate  legal  action 
in  Philadelphia  today  in  an  effort  to 

have  the  Pennsylvania  censor  board's 
ban  on  "The  World  in  Flames"  re- 

moved, Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution,  said  over  the 
weekend. 

The  ban  on  the  picture  was  imposed 
by  the  board  last  Friday  on  the  ground 
that  the  picture  "has  a  tendency  to  cor- 

rupt and  debase  morals,  and  is  not 
proper."  Delay  in  entering  an  appeal 
was  caused  by  the  absence  from  Phila- 

delphia of  Earle  W.  Sweigert,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  who  was  in 

Pittsburgh  over  the  weekend. 
Commenting  on  the  Pennsylvania 

board's  ban,  Agnew  pointed  out  that 
it  had  been  given  its  world  premiere 
in  Washington  the  night  before  and 
had  drawn  favorable  comment  from  a 
distinguished  audience  of  Government 
officials  and  members  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  including  Secretary  of 
War  Henry  L.  Stimson,  Secretary  of 

(.Continued  on  page  7) 

Variety  Club  Baby 

Feature  of  Banquet 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  20. — A  feature  of 

the  12th  annual  Variety  Club  banquet 
at  the  William  Perm  Hotel  here  to- 

night was  the  presentation  by  C.  J. 
Latta,  retiring  local  chief  barker,  of 
the  club's  newly  adopted  baby. The  presentation  was  made  to  C.  C. 
Kellenberg,  incoming  chief  barker. 
The  baby  has  been  named  Joe  Elmer 
Brown,  after  Joe  E.  Brown,  the  actor. 

About  900  attended  the  affair,  which 
honored  Latta  and  his  retiring  "crew." 
There  was  a  large  delegation  from  the 
East,  and  early  arrivals  for  the  Allied 
M.P.T.O.  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
convention,  opening  tomorrow,  at- 
tended. 

Charles  McCarthy 

Appoints  Bergman 

Advertising  Head 

Maurice  A.  Bergman,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Columbia 

Pictures,  on  Dec.  2  will  join  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox as  ad- 

vertising man- 
ager. The  ap- 

pointment was 
made  by  Charles 
E.  McCarthy, 
director  of  20th 
Century-Fox 
advertising  and 
publicity. 
Bergman  will 

succeed  Arch 

Reeve,  who  re- 
signed last  week. 

Reeve  plans  to 

go  to  Califor- nia, his  home 
for  many  years. 
No  appointment  of  a  successor  to 

(.Continued  on  page  7) 

Philadelphia  Club 
To  Honor  Walker 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  20. — Frank  C. 
Walker,  Postmaster  General,  will  be 
guest  of  honor  at  the  annual  Variety 
Club  banquet  at  the  Bellevue-Strat- 
ford  Hotel  here  on  Dec.  12. 

Walker  will  be  honored  at  a  dinner 
Oct.  28  in  Scranton  sponsored  by  the 
Lackawanna  County  Democratic  Com- 
mittee. 

Maurice  Bergman 

ONLY  COLUMBIA 

OPPOSES  DECREE 

Republicans  Take 
Theatre  for  Shows 

The  Republican  National 
Committee  has  rented  the 
14th  St.  Theatre,  east  of  Sec- 

ond Ave.,  Manhattan,  for  free 
shows  which  will  be  given 
hourly  from  2  to  11  P.  M.,  be- 

ginning today  until  Election 
Day.  About  100,000  tickets 
will  be  distributed  in  the  vi- 

cinity of  the  theatre  and  the 
lower  East  Side.  Between 
showings  of  a  political  film  on 
Wendell  Willkie,  Gloria  Swan- 
son  and  other  Republicans 
will  speak. 

25  Million  Have  Seen  'Wind'; 

35  Million  Still  to  See  It 

A  total  of  25,000,000  persons  are  es- 
timated to  have  seen  "Gone  With  the 

Wind"  at  approximately  4,500  theatres in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  A 
cross-sectional  poll  conducted  for  M- 
G-M  before  the  showings  started  last 
December  indicated  that  about  57,- 
000,000  filmgoers  may  want  to  see  the 
picture.  On  this  basis,  it  is  estimated 
that  between  32,000,000  and  35,000,000 
persons  may  yet  see  the  film. 

Having  completed  its  runs  for  this 
year,  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  go 

out  on  general  release  some  time  in 
January.  The  engagements  heretofore 
have  been  at  75  cents  and  $1.10.  The 
policy  now  being  considered  for  gen- eral release  is  25  cents  for  children 
and  a  minimum  of  40  cents  matinees 
and  55  cents  night  for  adults. 
No  definite  policy  on  sales  terms 

has  been  decided. 
The  picture  has  already  grossed  an 

estimated  $25,000,000  to  $26,000,000 
at  the  box-office  world  wide,  including 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

729    SEVENTH  AVE 
NEW  YORK 

Dear  Mr.  Quigley, 
October  17.  19'*-0 

Could   I  please   convey   to  you  my  personal 
thanks  for  the   fine  coverage  Motion  Picture 
Daily  gave   the  opening  of  "The  Great 
Dictator" 
It's  an  excellent  example  of  journalistic 
enterprise   and   thoroughness   and  we,   all  of 
us  at  United   Artists,   are  very   pleased  and 
g  r  at  e  f ul . Sincere ly  , 

Martin  Quigley,  Esq., 
RKO  Building , 
Rockefeller  Center, 
Hew  York,  S.T. 

Universal,  U.  A.  Decide 
Not  to  Press  Fight 

Against  Approval 

Universal  and  United  Artists,  in- 
dividually, have  decided  not  to  op- 

pose approval  of  the  proposed  con- sent decree  by  the  Federal  court, 
it  was  learned  over  the  weekend. 

Columbia,  the  only  other  non-con- 
senting company,  is  still  consider- 

ing the  matter. 
All  three  companies  have  been 

studying  the  situation  for  sev- eral weeks,  principally  because 
the  escape  clause  of  the  decree 
might  be  interpreted  as  com- 

pelling them  eventually  to  be- come parties  to  the  decree 
against  their  judgment  that  it 
would  affect  their  business  ad- versely. 

It  is  understood  unofficially  that 
Universal  and  United  Artists  were  in- 

fluenced not  to  oppose  the  decree  by  a 
study  of  Federal  court  procedure  here 
in  similar  consent  decree  cases. 

In  several  of  these,  it  is  said,  Judge- 
Henry  W.  Goddard,  who  will  preside 
at  the  hearings  on  the  industry  decree, 
has  accorded  non-consenting  litigants 
only  the  most  perfunctory  attention 
when  they  appeared  in  opposition  to  a 
decree  being  entered  into  by  party  de- fendants. 

In  such  instances,  it  was  said,  the 
court's  procedure  has  been  to  permit 
the  non-consenting  defendants  to  do 
no  more  than  note  their  objections  to 
the  decree  for  the  record,  and  excluded 
all  formal  statements  which  such  non- (Continued  on  page  7) 

Majors  Scrap  Ban 
On  'Star'  Ratings 

After  adhering  for  more  than  four 
years  to  an  unwritten  agreement  not 
to  use  any  critic's  "star  system"  of rating  films  in  the  advertising  of  pic- 

tures playing  affiliated  theatres,  major 
company  advertising  and  publicity  di- 

rectors scrapped  the  agreement  on 
Friday. 

The  action,  which  created  a  turmoil 
in  industry  advertising  headquarters 
throughout  the  day,  was  brought  to  a 
head  when  Paramount's  copy  on "Arise  My  Love"  in  Friday  morning 
papers  made  use  of  the  four  stars 
awarded  the  picture  by  Kate  Cameron 
of  the  Daily  News.    Queried  by  Les- (Continued  on  page  7) 
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Kansas  Exhibitors 

In  New  Association 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  20. — Exhibitors 
in  Kansas  have  formed  a  Kansas  In- 

dependent Theatre  Owners  Associa- 
tion as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Kansas- 

Missouri  Theatres  Association.  The 
new  group,  which  will  meet  Nov.  14 
to  make  its  organization  permanent, 
is  headed  by  H.  F.  Strowig,  Abilene, 
president ;  Merle  Swank,  Stockton, 
vice-president ;  Ralph  Larned,  La- 
Crosse,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Kate 
Blair,  Belleville,  treasurer.  Directors 
are  J.  E.  Pennington,  Topeka ;  War- 

ren Weber,  St.  John ;  Roy  Culley, 
Medicine  Lodge,  and  Ralph  Win- 
ship,  Phillipsburg. 

Initiated  by  exhibitors  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  state,  the  new 

association  will  give  showmen  unable 
to  attend  Kansas-Missouri  sessions, 
which  usually  are  held  in  Kansas 
City,  an  opportunity  to  get  together 
to  discuss  industry  problems,  Strowig 
said.  Strowig,  who  is  vice-president 
of  the  Kansas-Missouri  group,  added 
that  the  new  association  will  work 
in  cooperation  with  the  parent  group. 

MPTO  of  Carolina 

Convention  Dec.  1-2 
Charlotte,  Oct.  20. — Motion  Picture 

Theatre  Owners  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  will  hold  its  annual  meeting 
at  the  Charlotte  Hotel  here  Dec.  1 
and  2,  it  is  announced  by  Airs.  Walter 
Griffith,  secretary. 

There  are  two  ways  of  using  machin- 
ery. One  is:  hope  to  high  heaven  noth- 
ing goes  wrong— and  when  it  does— run 

a  high  blood  pressure  getting  it  fixed. 
The  other  way:  let  experts  keep  it  in 
top-hole  condition  all  of  the  time. 

Personal 

ROY  DISNEY  and  William Gerity,  Disney  studio  technician, 
are  expected  here  this  week  from  the 
Coast  to  complete  arrangements  for 
the  "Fantasia"  opening,  Nov.  13,  at the  Broadway. 

• 

Lou  Weinberg,  Columbia  circuit 
sales  manager,  goes  to  Cincinnati  on 
business  today  after  attending  the  Va- 

riety Club  weekend  celebration  in 
Pittsburgh. o 

Dr.  Emanuel  Stern,  medical  di- 
rector at  the  Paramount  home  office, 

and  Mrs.  Stern  sailed  Saturday  on 
the  America  for  a  12-day  West  Indies 
cruise. 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Warner  the- 
atres' zone  manager  in  Pittsburgh,  is 

in  town. 

Hunt  Stromberg,  M-G-M  produc- 
er, is  visiting  here  from  the  Coast. • 

Peggy  Ma  honey  of  the  Paramount 
Theatre  publicity  department  returns 
today  from  a  week's  vacation. • 

Moe  Leftoff  of  Metropolitan  Photo 
Service,  who  was  married  recently, 
was  host  at  a  housewarming  in  Brook- 

lyn over  the  weekend. • 
Lester  Pollock,  Jay  Golden  and 

William  Cadoret,  Rochester  down- 
town theatre  managers,  will  be  guests 

at  a  Democratic  dinner  Wednesday. 

That's  what  smart  showmen  do  about 
projection  room  equipment.  They  pro- 

tect themselves,  all  of  the  time,  with  an 
Altec  sound  service  agreement  and  an 
Altec  booth partsagreement. Soundslike 
sense, doesn't  it?  Change  to  Altec  today! 

Mention 

HARRY  TAKIFF,  assistant  to 
Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice-pres- 

ident, left  by  plane  over  the  weekend 
for  a  vacation  of  several  weeks  in 
Hollywood. 

• 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  of  M-G-M,  is  due  on  the 
Coast  today,  for  a  series  of  conferences 
at  the  studio. 

Charles  P.  Skouras  and  Oscar 
Oldknow,  Fox  West  Coast  officials, 
have  been  visiting  in  Seattle. 

• 
Robert  Montgomery  and  Mrs. 

Montgomery  arrived  yesterday  from 
the  Coast  by  plane. 

• 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Lincer  sailed 

Saturday  on  the  America  for  a  cruise 
to  Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba,  in  celebra- 

tion of  their  35th  wedding  anniversary. 
He  is  transportation  manager  for  20th 
Century-Fox. 

Charles   Vidor,   director,  arrived 
from  the  Coast  by  plane  Saturday. 

• 
William  Canelli,  RKO  salesman 

in  New  Haven,  is  confined  to  his home  with  the  grippe. 
• 

Andrew  Anderson,  formerly  RKO 
head  booker  in  Seattle,  has  been  ap- 

pointed Universal  head  booker  in 
Portland,  succeeding  Jofin  Harvey, 
who  is  taking  over  a  theatre  in  Ore- 

gon. 

Pinanski  Reelected 

By  Allied  of  Mass. 
Boston,  Oct.  20.— Officers  of  Al- 

lied Theatres  of  Massachusetts  here 
have  been  reelected  for  the  fifth  con- 

secutive term  by  unanimous  vote. 
They  are :  Sam  Pinanski,  president ; 
John  H.  Devlin,  vice-president ;  Stan- 

ley Sumner,  treasurer,  and  Joseph  H. 
Brennan,  secretary. 

Reelected  directors  are :  M.  J.  Mul- 
lin,  E.  A.  Cuddy,  Charles  E.  Kurtz- 
man,  Howard  C.  Burkhardt,  Harry 
McDonald,  Benjamin  Domingo,  Max 
Mellincoff,  B.  E.  Hoffman,  John  J. 
Ford,  John  S.  Giles,  James  H.  Doyle, 
Walter  A.  Brown,  Al  Somerby.  The 
executive  board  consists  of :  Pinanski, 
Devlin,  McDonald,  Mullin,  Mellin- 

coff, Ford,  Sumner,  Kurtzman  and Brennan. 

Associates,  Harris 

Will  Talk  Affiliation 

Jack  Ellis,  president,  and  several  di- rectors of  Motion  Picture  Associates, 
will  meet  here  Wednesday  with  John 
Harris  of  Pittsburgh,  national  Variety 
Club  head,  to  discuss  possible  affilia- 

tion of  the  local  group  with  the  na- 
tional Variety  Clubs. 

The  decision  to  meet  with  Harris 
was  taken  at  a  membership  meeting  at 
Toots  Shor's  restaurant  on  Friday. 
Plans  for  the  dinner-dance  at  the 
Astor  Nov.  20  were  discussed. 

Katzman  Burial  Here 
Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — The  body  of 

Abraham  Katzman,  72,  father  of  Sam 
Katzman,  Monogram  producer,  will 
be  sent  to  New  York  for  burial.  He 
died  Thursday  morning  at  St.  Vin- 

cent's Hospital  following  a  stroke. 

$15,000  Exhibitor 

Contest  on  4Men' RKO  and  the  Borden  Co.  are  spon- 
soring jointly  a  $15,000  exploitation 

contest  for  exhibitors  in  the  United 

States  and  Canada  on  "'Little  Men," Towne-Baker  production  for  RKO  re- 

lease, which  features  "Elsie,"  the  Bor- den cow. 

The  contest  will  open  with  the  re-, 
lease  of  the  film  on  Nov.  1,  and  con -I 
tinue  through  Feb.   15,   1941.     The  j 

prizes  will  be  divided  into  369  cash' awards   in  various  classifications  ot 
theatres.    Comprehensive  advertising, 
exploitation  and  publicity  campaigns 

including  a  tieup  with  "Elsie"  will  be the  basis  upon  which  the  awards  will 
be  made.    S.  Barret  McCormick,  di- 

rector of  advertising  and  publicity  for 
RKO,  is  chairman  of  the  contest. 
Members  of  the  award  board  of 

judges  are:  Gene  Towne,  producer  of 
"Little  Men" ;  A.  W.  Ramsdell,  vice- 
president  of  Borden ;  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president  of  RKO ;  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  vice-president  of  RKO ; 
Arthur  Andrews,  vice-president  of 
Young  &  Rubicam,  Inc. ;  Martin 
Quigley,  president  of  Quigley  Publi- cations ;  A-Mike  Vogel,  chairman, 
Managers'  Round  Table,  Motion  Pic- ture Herald. 

Sam  Shain,  editor,  Motion  Picture 
Daily;  John  V.  Alicoate,  publisher, 
Film  Daily;  Donald  M.  Mersereau, 
general  manager,  Film  Daily;  Ben 
Shlyen,  publisher,  Boxoffice ;  Mau- 

rice Kann,  editor,  Boxoffice ;  Abel 
Green,  editor,  Variety;  Charles  Lewis, 

editor  and  publisher,  Showmen's Trade  Reviezv;  Jay  W.  Emanuel,  edi- 
tor and  publisher,  the  Exhibitor;  Ray 

Lewis,  publisher  and  editor,  Canadian 
Motion  Picture  Digest. 

Jackson  President 

Of  Club  in  Columbus 

Columbus,  Oct.  20. — New  officers 
of  the  local  Variety  Club  organization 
include:  Virgil  A.  Jackson,  president; 
Harrold  C.  Eckert,  first  vice-presi- 

dent ;  Leo  Yassenoff,  second  vice- 
president  ;  J.  F.  Luft,  treasurer,  and 
P.  J.  Wood,  secretary. 
Jackson  and  C.  Harry  Schreiber 

were  named  delegates  to  the  national 
convention ;  Thomas  E.  Jones  and 
William  S.  Cunningham  were  elected 
alternates  to  the  convention,  and  W. 
C.  Pullin  was  elected  national  can- vasman. 
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HURRY— HURRY— HURRY!!! 

Step  Right  Up, 

You  Picture  Pioneers, 

For  the  Greatest  Event  of  'Em  All— 

Picture  Pioneers  Circus  Night 

at  the  astor 

There  won't  be  any 

TERRIFYING  TWO-HEADED  ELEPHANTS 

DRAVE,  DOLD  DAREDACK  RIDERS 

AMAZING,  ATTENTION -ARRESTING  AERIALISTS 

CURIOUS  AND  CRAZY  CLOWNS 

FURIOUS  AND  FEROCIOUS  FLEAS 

BUT 

You  will  spend  an  evening  of  Hell- 

arious  and  Continuous  Festivity 

surrounded  by  the  Greatest  Company 

of  Good  Fellows  ever  assembled 

at  one  time. 

NORTH 

BALL  ROOM 

HOTEL  ASTOR 

Sideshow 

Opens 

At  7  P.  M. 

THURSDAY 

EVENING 

Oct.  24th 

Get  Your  Reservations  in  NOW! 

PICTURE  PIONEERS,  Inc.     729  SEVENTH  AVENUE 

New  York  City  Room  604 

Feature  Reviews 

"Triple  Justice" 
(RKO) 

Although  this  is  Western  fare  with  the  essential  ingredient,  action, 
in  abundance,  the  deft  direction  of  the  action  sequences  and  the  unique 
development  of  suspense  seems  to  lift  the  appeal  of  the  film  beyond  thai 
of  the  usual  Western. 

George  O'Brien  is  excellent  in  the  lead  and  good  support  is  given  by 
Virginia  Vale,  Harry  Woods,  Paul  Fix  and  many  others.  The  story, 
too,  is  better  than  routine,  but  the  outstanding  factor  is  the  direction  of 
David  Howard.    Bert  Gilroy  produced. 

The  plot  has  O'Brien  arriving  in  town  to  attend  the  wedding  of  a 
friend.  Simultaneously  a  bank  is  robbed  and  he  is  suspected.  O'Brien 
then  tracks  down  the  thieves  and  exposes  their  accomplice,  the  sheriff's deputy. 

Running  time,  66  minutes.  "G."* 

"The  Ape" 
(Monogram) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — Adapted  from  the  successful  stage  play  of  the 
same  name  by  Adam  Hull  Shirk,  "The  Ape"  is  a  pseudo-scientific  hor- 

ror story  which  uses  as  its  plot  the  insane  machinations  of  a  country 
doctor  who  kills  two  persons  to  steal  their  spinal  fluids  for  use  in  a  serum 
to  cure  a  paralyzed  girl.  The  doctor  slays  an  escaped  circus  ape,  and 
uses  his  skin  as  a  disguise  for  his  nocturnal  murder  outings. 

Boris  Karloff  has  the  principal  role  as  the  physician,  with  support  by 

Maris  Wrixon,  Gertrude  Hoffmann,  Henry  Hall,  Gene  O'Donnell,  Jack 
Kennedy,,  Dorothy  Vaughan,  Jessie  Arnold,  Selmer  Jackson,  George 
Cleveland. 

William  Nigh  directed  from  a  screenplay  by  Richard  Carroll  and 

Kurt  Siodmak.  William  Lackey  was  Scott  R.  Dunlap's  associate  pro- 
ducer. 

Running  time,  62  minutes    "G."*  Vance  King 

*"G"  denotes  general  audience  classification. 

'Rockne'  Captures 

$11,000,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee,  Oct.  20. — "Knute 
Rockne— All  American"  took  $11,000 
at  the  Warner.  Laurel  and  Hardy  on 

the  stage  of  the  Riverside  with  "Dia- 
mond Frontier"  connected  for  $18,000. 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  and  "Yes- 
terday's Heroes,"  playing  Fox's  Pal- ace and  Wisconsin  simultaneously,  did 

better  than  average  at  both  houses. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  17: 

days. 

"Down  Argentine   Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Foix) 
PALACE— (2,400)     (30c-40c-55c)  7 Gross:  $6,500.   (Average,  $4,500) 

"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
RIVERSIDE — (2,700)    (33c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Stage:   Laurel  and  Hardy.   Gross:  $18,000. 
(Average,  $6,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $1,500.   (Average,  $1,500) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    9  days. Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Fox) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c)  7 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $5,500) 

Set  Opposition  Slate 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  20. — Charles 

McConnell,  music  contractor  for 

many  years  for  Warners'  Earle,  has been  slated  for  president  on  an  oppo- 
sition ticket  in  the  local  musicians' 

union  election  in  December.  The  in- 
cumbent administration,  headed  by 

Frank  P.  Liuzzi,  president,  and  A. 
Rex  Riccardi,  secretary,  which  waged 
an  tLmonth  strike  against  the  War- 

ner theatres  here,  will  seek  reelection. 

'Argentine'  Takes 

$9,500  in  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Oct.  20. — "Down  Ar- 
gentine Way"  took  $9,500  at  the  New. 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  took  $14,- 
000  at  the  Hippodrome. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  17 : "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 

CENTURY— (3,000)  (15c-28c-44c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)       (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $9,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (2ftth-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)    (15c-28c-35c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY  —  (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-5Sc) 7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average, 

$12,000) 
"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
HIPPODROME— (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days.  With  vaudeville  including 
Ben  Yost's  New  Yorkers  and  Johnny Burke.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 

Managers  in  Phila. 
Aloof  in  Union  Fight 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  20.— The  En- 
tertainment Managers  Association, 

comprising  the  licensed  bookers  and 
agents,  at  an  election  meeting  went  on 
record  as  adopting  a  disinterested  at- titude with  respect  to  lending  support 
either  to  A.  G.  V.  A.,  in  the  throes 
of  reorganization,  or  United  Enter- 

tainers Association,  independent  ac- 
tors union  being  reorganized  by  Tom 

Kelly,  ousted  local  A.  G.  V.  A.  sec- retary. 

All  the  incumbent  officers  were  re- 
elected for  a  second  year :  Jack  Ma- 

ser,  president ;  Roy  Cross,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  James  Smith,  treasurer ;  Made- 
line Wood,  secretary.  The  board  of 

directors  was  also  reelected. 
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Major  Companies  Scrap  Ban 

On  'Star'  Rating  Publicity 

Only  Columbia 

Still  Opposes 

U.  S.  Decree 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
consenting  defendants  may  have  de- 

sired to  make  in  court. 
The  same  procedure  is  said  to  be 

closely  followed  by  other  Federal 
judges.  As  a  result,  officials  of  Uni- 

versal and  United  Artists  now  believe 
that  opposition  is  useless  in  view  of 
their  uncertain  standing  in  court. 

The  five  consenting  companies 
expect  the  consent  decree  to 
be  presented  to  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  for  approval 
on  Oct.  31  or  Nov.  1. 

An  adjournment  to  either  of  those 
dates  may  be  taken  tomorrow  at  the 
scheduled  hearing  before  Judge  God- 

dard, or,  if  a  shorter  adjournment  is 
taken,  a  second  will  be  necessary,  it 
was  said. 

Draft  to  Washington 

Preliminary  work  on  the  arbitration 
mechanics  which  supplement  the  de- 

cree was  completed  on  Friday  and  the 
proposals  were  taken  to  Washington 
by  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorneys  General 
James  Hayes  and  Robert  Wright  for 
study  by  Department  of  Justice  offi- 
cials. 

Another  meeting  on  the  arbitration 
proposals  is  scheduled  for  this  after- 

noon, when  Hayes  and  Wright  are 
scheduled  to  return  from  Washington 
with  any  final  suggestions  for  changes 
which  the  Department  may  desire.  The 
proposals  then  will  undergo  a  "polish- 

ing" to  complete  the  phraseology. The  decree  itself  is  reported  to  be 
in  final  form.  However,  Government 
reluctance  to  grant  all  of  the  revisions 
in  the  Fox  West  Coast  consent  decree 
asked  by  20th  Century-Fox  in  con- 

nection with  the  approval  of  the  New 
York  decree,  is  known  to  be  delaying 
preliminary  approval  of  the  latter  de- 

cree by  that  company.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  differences  between 
20th  Century-Fox  and  the  Govern- 

ment will  be  resolved  in  time  to  pre- 
sent the  document  to  Judge  Goddard 

by  the  end  of  next  week. 

Tacoma  Welcomes 

'Tugboat  Annie'  Film 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  Oct.  20. — "Tugboat 

Annie  Sails  Again,"  Warner  film  star- 
ring Marjorie  Rambeau  and  Alan 

Hale,  was  given  a  noisy  welcome  here 
on  Friday,  prior  to  its  world  premiere 
at  three  theatres,  the  Music  Box, 
Roxy  and  Blue  Mouse. 
The  two  stars  headed  a  group  of 

Hollywood  players,  including  Donald 
Crisp  and  Ronald  Reagan,  who  made 
personal  appearances  at  the  three 
Hamrick  houses.  The  guests  arrived 
at  the  Tacoma  Yacht  Club  on  a  yacht, 
appeared  on  the  Hedda  Hopper  radio 
program,  and  then  boarded  the  official 
tug  for  a  harbor  parade,  accompanied 
by  a  flotilla  of  fishing  schooners,  tugs 
and  other  craft.  Mayor  Harry  P. 
Cain  proclaimed  the  day  "Tugboat 
.Annie  Day." 
On  Saturday  a  special  show  was 

held  at  the  Roxy  for  1,700  underprivi- 
leged children,  at  which  the  stars 

appeared. 

25  Million  Have 

Seen  'Wind';  35 

Million  to  See  It 

(Continued  from  pane  1) 

a  gross  in  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada of  $22,000,000.  On  the  basis  of 

70  per  cent  of  the  box-office  "take" to  M-G-M,  the  domestic  rental  to  the 
company  totals  more  than  $15,000,- 
000,  with  the  world  distribution  gross 
about  $18,000,000. 
M-G-M  plans  to  include  the  4,500 

theatres  which  have  already  played 
the  picture  in  the  general  release,  and 
with  these  return  engagements  it  is 
figured  that  at  least  12,000  theatres 
will  play  the  film  next  year,  with  the 
box-office  gross  estimated  at  $6,000,- 
000  to  $7,000,000.  This  would  bring 
the  domestic  gross  to  about  $29,000,000. 

Para.  May  Fight  Ban 

On  'World  in  Flames' 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

the  Navy  Frank  Knox,  Senator  Alben 
W.  Barkley,  Speaker  Sam  Rayburn 
and  Secretary  of  Commerce  Jesse 

Jones. Agnew  said  that  Paramount  will 
carry  the  case  "to  the  highest  courts 
in  the  country,  if  necessary." The  picture  consists  for  the  most 
part  of  newsreel  records  of  the  past 
20  years,  pointed  to  show  a  need  for 
national  preparedness.  It  is  in  a  com- 

parable film  categon'  with  March  of 
Time's  "The  Ramparts  We  Watch," 
which  likewise  was  banned  for  exhibi- 

tion in  Pennsylvania  by  the  same  cen- 
sor board  a  few  weeks  ago. 

McCarthy  Appoints 

Bergman  as  Ad  Head 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Bergman  at  Columbia  has  as  yet  been 
made. 
Bergman  became  head  of  the  adver- 

tising and  publicity  department  of  Col- 
umbia Pictures  about  three  years  ago. 

A  native  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  he  was 
educated  at  Ohio  State  University  and 
Cincinnati  Law  School,  where  he  re- 

ceived his  degree.  He  was  advertising 
director  of  the  Brooklyn  Paramount 
Theatre  and  the  Paramount  on  Broad- 

way and  account  executive  of  Lord 
&  Thomas  advertising  agency  before 
joining  Columbia. 

Producers  Receive 

Demands  of  Artists 

Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — The  Moving 
Picture  Painters  Local  644,  having 
been  named  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  as  the  bargaining 
agency  for  studio  scJenic  artists,  on 
Friday  presented  to  producers  de- 

mands for  a  closed  shop  agreement, 
minimum  wage  scales  and  other  con- ditions. 
The  proposed  pact  seeks  a  retro- 

active 15  per  cent  wage  increase  from 
July,  1937,  to  August,  1939,  with  an 
added  15  per  cent  increase  from  Au- 

gust, 1939,  to  the  present. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ter  Thompson,  head  of  the  M.P.P 
D.A.'s  Advertising  Advisory  Council, 
Robert  Gillham,  Paramount  advertis- 

ing and  publicity  director,  pointed  out 
that  the  Rivoli's  advertisements  on  the 
Wanger  film,  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home"  had  been  prominently  display- 

ing for  several  days  the  four  stars 
awarded  that  picture  by  the  same  re- viewer. 

Lynn  Farnol,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  of  United  Artists,  dis- 

tributor of  the  Wanger  production, 
was  called  next  for  an  explanation. 
Farnol  denied  control  over  or  re- 

sponsibility for  the  Rivoli's  ad  copy, 
contending  that  it  was  prepared  in- 

dependently by  the  theatre  manage- ment. 

With  this  impasse  apparently 
reached,  Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  director,  de- 
clared that  Metro  would  resume  the 

20th-Fox  Signs  Oakie 
Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — Jack  Oakie 

has  been  signed  to  a  three-picture  con- 
tract by  20th  Century-Fox. 

Assign  Brenda  Marshall 
Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — Brenda  Mar- 

shall has  been  cast  for  the  leading 
feminine  role  in  "Footsteps  in  the 

Dark." 

use  of  the  star  awards  immediately  if 
the  practice  was  not  ended  by  the 
Rivoli  and  Paramount  at  once.  S. 
Charles  Einfeld  of  Warners,  Charles 
E.  McCarthy  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
Lou  Pollock  of  Universal,  Maurice 
Bergman  of  Columbia  and  S.  Barret 
McCormick  of  RKO  are  reported  to 
have  taken  the  same  stand  as  Dietz. 
The  "gentlemen's  agreement"  not to  make  use  of  the  star  awards  in 

advertising  grew  out  of  the  advertis- 
ing directors'  conviction  that  the  merit 

symbols  for  picture  reviews  should 
be  discouraged  because  they  were  fre- 

quently found  to  be  unfair  to  individ- ual pictures.  It  was  contended,  too, 
that  they  tended  to  place  too  much 
power  over  patronage  with  individual 
reviewers  and  that  they  encouraged 
readers  to  look  only  for  the  stars  and 
to  omit  a  reading  of  the  reviews  which 
frequently  qualified,  one  way  or  the 
other,  the  appraisals  of  pictures  ex- 

emplified by  the  symbols. 

Sues  on  Valentino  Films 

Suit  for  $20,000  allegedly  due  on  the 
distribution  of  the  Rudolf  Valentino 

films,  "Son  of  the  Sheik"  and  "The 
Eagle,"  has  been  filed  in  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  by  Jean  Guglielmo. 
also  called  Jean  Valentino,  against 
Artcinema  Associates,  Inc.,  and  Emil 

C.  Jensen. 

. . .  with  the  body  of  a 

giant  and  the  heart 

of  a  small  boy,  yearn- 

ing for  his  mother. 

OLEY,  played  by  John  Wayne,  is  one  of 

the  unforgettable  characters  in  JOHN 

FORD'S  "THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME" 

which  Critic  Pare  Lorentz  tells  the  millions 

of  women  who  read  McCalPs  Magazine,  is 

"unquestionably  one  of  the  greatest  motion 

pictures  of  all  times!" 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Eyes  of  the  Navy" 
(M-G-M) 
Timed  for  release  when  the  nation's interest  in  the  armed  forces  is  at  a 

peak,  "Eyes  of  the  Navy"  is  a  highly 
interesting  exposition  of  the  training 
program  instituted  by  the  U.  S.  Navy 
to  train  pilots  for  the  aerial  wing  of 
the  seagoing  forces.  Filmed  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Navy,  most  of  the 
footage  was  taken  at  the  training 
bases  at  Pensacola  and  San  Diego  and 
there  are  additional  shots  of  action 
at  sea. 

The  reel  shows  a  farmer's  son  en- 
listing for  the  training  and  follows 

him  until  he  wins  his  wings.  Its  en- 
tire tone  is  factual  and  there  is  no 

flag  waving  or  exhortation.  Striking 
scenes  include  target  practice,  dive 
bombing,  catapult  takeoffs,  landings 
on  board  an  airplane  carrier  and  a 
final  shot  of  planes  flying  in  formation 
to  spell  out  U.S.A.  Running  time, 
20  mins. 

"The  Sporting 

Everglades" (Paramount) 
The  Everglades  in  Florida  provide 

a  number  of  interesting  and  exciting 
sequences  in  a  splendid  Grantland 
Rice  Sportlight  short.  Crisp  narra- 

tion by  Ted  Husing  accompanies  the 
tour,  which  depicts  wild  life,  Indian 
life  and  the  excellent  fishing  therein. 
Running-  time,  10  mins. 

"King  for  a  Day" 
(Paramount) 
A  Max  Fleischer  series,  featuring 

Gabby  of  "Gulliver's  Travels"  fame, is  launched  with  an  amusing  cartoon. 
King  Little,  upon  receiving  a  threat- 

ening letter,  offers  his  crown  to 
Gabby.  Appearing  on  the  scene  at 
that  point  is  another  character 
thought  to  be  an  assassin,  but  who 
is  really  a  photographer.  The  short 
is  clever.  Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Listen  to  Larry" 
(Paramount) 
Larry  Clinton  and  a  versatile  or- 

chestra perform  for  this  Headliner 
subject.  The  music  is  from  one  ex- 

treme to  another,  a  Stephen  Foster 
melody  in  contrast  with  some  swing 
numbers  and  an  amusing  rendition  of 
"Well  All  Right."  Clinton's  arrange- 

ment of  "Study  in  Surrealism"  is 
tops  in  swing.  The  short  is  highly  en- 

tertaining.   Running  time,  10  mins. 

W PEN  Dedicates 

Studios  Wednesday 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  20.— WPEN 

will  dedicate  its  new  studios  on  the 
21st  and  22nd  floors  of  the  1528  Wal- 

nut Street  Building  next  Wednesday. 
Herb  Moore,  president  of  Transradio 
Press,  will  highlight  the  opening  serv- 

ice for  the  station.  Arthur  Simon,  the 
station's  general  manager,  will  read messages  from  President  Roosevelt 
and  several  South  American  ambas- 

sadors during  the  dedicatory  program 
at  9  p.m. 

Off  the  Antenna 

JACK  BANNER,  formerly  of  Motion  Picture  Daily,  was  named  pub- 
licity and  special  events  director  of  WNEW  over  the  weekend.  He  will 

take  over  active  charge  Wednesday,  succeeding  Richard  K.  Bard.  The  latter, 
an  Army  reserve  officer,  has  been  ordered  to  report  for  active  duty  at  Camp 
Dix,  N.  J. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Sterling  Fisher,  CBS  director  of  education,  will  be  one 
of  the  principal  speakers  at  the  94th  annual  convention  of  Connecticut  teachers 
Thursday.  .  .  .  Gerald  A.  Vernon  has  been  transferred  from  the  Nezv  York 
office  of  NBC  sales  promotion  department  to  Chicago.  .  .  .  James  V.  McCon- 
nell,  NBC  manager  of  spot  and  local  sales,  leaves  for  a  month's  trip  around the  country  today.  .  .  .  David  Lowe,  WNEW  film  commentator,  left  over  the 
weekend  for  a  belated  one-week  honeymoon.  .  .  .  James  MacCafJerty ,  WMCA 
operations  supervisor,  returned  from  his  honeymoon  at  Lake  George  Friday 

•  •  • 

WABC,  starting  this  morning,  will  open  at  6:15  instead  of  6:25.  The 
additional  10-minute  period  will  be  used  for  a  summary  of  the  station's 
programs  for  the  day  and  a  brief  news  period. 

•  •  • 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Independent  Broadcasters  gets 

under  way  today  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  As  has  been  usual  in  broadcast- 
ers' meetings  in  recent  months,  the  Ascap-BMI  situation  will  occupy  a  large 

part  of  the  deliberations.  Other  issues  which  will  come  up  for  discussion  are 
labor  matters,  cooperation  with  the  National  defense  program,  and  the  radio 
monopoly  report.  Joseph  DeLucca  will  entertain  the  delegates  with  the 
WHOM  station  orchestra. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Mutual  will  give  Raymond  Scott  a  full  hour,  from 
12:30-1:30  A.M.  weekly,  beginning  tonight,  for  an  audience  participation 
musical  show  from  the  Black  Hawk  Cafe,  Chicago.  .  .  .  The  Moylan  Sisters 
aged  six  and  eight  years,  celebrated  their  first  anniversary  on  their  own  pro- 

gram over  NBC-Blue  yesterday.  .  .  .  "Information  Please"  -will  have  a  CBS 
board  member  on  its  program  tomorrow'  evening  in  the  form  of  Herbert 
Bayard  Szuope. 

•  •  • 
Effective  Nov.  15,  the  network  rate  for  KFBK,  Sacramento;  KWG. 

Stockton;  KERN,  Bakersfield,  and  KOH,  Reno,  all  NBC-Red,  will  be 
$220  per  evening  hour  for  the  four  stations  combined.  The  rate  will  go 
to  $240  on  Nov.  15,  1941,  and  to  $260  the  following  year. 

SMPE  Opens  Annual  Fall 

Convention  on  Coast  Today 

Hollywood,  Oct.  20. — The  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  will  open 
its  annual  Fall  convention  at  the 
Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel  here  to- morrow. 
The  five-day  meeting,  attended  by 

technical  experts  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  will  include  the  presentation 
of  papers  on  filming,  recording  and 
reproducing  problems  and  related  sub- 

jects, such  as  television. 
The  1940  S.M.P.E.  Progress  Medal 

and  the  Journal  Award  will  be  pre- 
sented at  the  47th  semi-annual  ban- 

quet on  Wednesday  evening.  The 
medal  is  given  for  the  year's  outstand- ing contribution  to  motion  picture 
technology,  and  the  award  is  for  the 
best  paper  published  in  the  S.M.P.E. 
Journal  during  the  year. 

Officers  will  be  elected  as  the  first 
order  of  business  tomorrow.  At  an 
informal  luncheon  tomorrow,  Frank 
Capra,  director,  as  an  official  repre- 

sentative of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  will  ad- 

dress the  delegates.  Mary  Martin  will sing. 

At  11  technical  sessions  during  the 
convention,  nearly  50  papers  by  tech- 

nical experts  of  the  industry's  labora- 
tories, studios  and  equipment  manu- facturers will  be  read.  Two  sessions 

will  be  given  over  to  sound,  one  to 
sound  recording,  one  to  disc  recording, 
two  to  laboratory  subjects,  one  to  tele- 

vision and  four  to  general  subjects. 
A  number  of  other  activities  are 

planned,  including  a  visit  to  the  20th 
Century-Fox  studio  Tuesday  after- 

noon and  to  another  studio  later  in 
the  week.  Wednesday  afternoon  will 
be  devoted  to  sightseeing.  The  con- 

vention will  conclude  with  the  tele- 
vision session  on  Friday  evening. 

The  terms  of  the  following  officers 
will  expire  on  Dec.  31 :  E.  A.  Willi- 
ford,  president ;  Nathan  Levinson,  ex- 

ecutive vice-president ;  J.  I.  Crabtree, 
editorial  vice-president ;  W.  C.  Kunz- 
mann,  convention  vice-president ;  J. 
Frank,  secretary,  and  R.  O.  Strock, 
treasurer.  With  the  exception  of  the 
secretary  and  treasurer,  who  serve 
one-year  terms,  all  the  officers  have 
served  for  two  vears. 

Fight  Sunday  Films 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Oct.  20.— Bap- 

tist and  Methodist  ministers  of  Hat- 
tiesburg  and  vicinity  have  entered  the 
fight  against  Sunday  shows  here.  The 
four  local  theatres  are  seeking  a  test 

of  the  issue.' Halliday  to  Agency 
Hollywood,  Oct.  20.— Richard 

Halliday,  who  resigned  recently  as 
Paramount  story  editor,  has  joined 
the  Frank  W.  Vincent  talent  agency 
to  handle  the  story  and  writer  de- 
partments. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Shift  Commonwealth  Men 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  20.— C.  A. 

Schultz,  head  of  Commonwealth  The- 
atres, has  made  several  shifts  in 

managements.  The  shifts  move  Jack 
Kempton,  Royal,  Hoisington,  to  the 
Granada,  Lawrence ;  Ray  Holmes, 

Granada,  to  the  Kansan,  Great  Bend;' Elton  Kurlman,  Kansan,  to  the  Sher- 
man, Goodland,  and  John  Tarr,  Jr., 

Sherman,  to  the  Royal,  Hoisington. 

Opens  Cincinnati  Suburban 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  20. — Maurice  A.' Chase  has  opened  the  400-seat  Vogue 
in  suburban  Hartwell.  Chase,  who 
formerely  conducted  an  independent 
exchange  here,  also  operates  the 
suburban  Woodlawn  and  Crescent. 

Sells  Wisconsin  House 
Fennimore,  Wis.,  Oct.  20.— E.  H. 

Brechler  has  disposed  of  the  Fenway 
here  to  Eskin  Theatres,  Inc.  A.  O. 
Wirth  will  manage  the  house,  which 
will  be  renovated  by  the  new  opera- tors. 

To  Renovate  Texas  Theatre 
Beaumont,  Tex.,  Oct.  20.  —  The 

Peoples,  one  of  the  oldest  picture 
houses  in  Texas,  will  be  renovated. 
The  theatre  is  owned  by  the  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  A.  R.  Swabke  is  man- 

Plans  Louisiana  House 
Lake  Charles,  La.,  Oct.  20. — S.  M. 

DeBakey  has  completed  plans  for  con- 
struction of  a  new  2,000-seat  theatre 

and  store  building  here. 

Joins  Rochester  House  Staff 
Rochester,  Oct.  20. — Jack  Danks. 

formerly  with  Warners  in  Elmira,  is 
new  assistant  manager  of  the  Riviera here. 

Remodels  Iowa  Theatre 
Davenport,  la.,  Oct.  20.  —  Julius 

Geertz  has  completely  remodeled  the 
Zenith  Theatre  here. 

Ascap  Will  Sponsor 
Festival  at  Fair 

Ascap  will  sponsor  a  music  festival, 
"Cavalcade  of  American  Music,"  at 
the  World's  Fair  on  Thursday,  it  was 
announced  over  the  weekend  by  Gene 
Buck,  president.  A  concert  will  be 

given  in  the  afternoon  and  another  in" the  evening.  In  addition  to  leading 
composers,  orchestras  and  conductors 
in  the  East,  a  number  of  Hollywood 
music  directors,  composers  and  singers 
will  appear.  World's  Fair  officials  said 
no  plans  for  broadcasts  have  as  yet 
been  made.  A  similar  festival  was  held 
at  the  San  Francisco  Fair. 

Seek  Third  Loop 

House  for  'Police' Chicago,  Oct.  20. — With  all  seats 
for  the  American  premiere  here  of 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  sold 
out  at  both  the  Chicago  and  State-Lake 
theatres,  B.  &  K.  is  endeavoring  to  ob- 

tain a  third  Loop  house  to  meet  the 
demand  for  tickets.  The  premiere 
will  be  held  here  Thursday.  World 
premiere  of  the  picture  will  be  held  in 
four  Regina  Saskatchewan,  theatres tomorrow  night. 
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'Dictator'Rules 

Broadway  With 

$119,000  Take 

Weekend  Business  Again 
Proves  Strong 

Smash  grosses  were  recorded 
along  Broadway  during  the  past 
weekend  as  near-freezing  weather 
failed  to  halt  the  influx  of  huge 
crowds  to  the  city.  For  the  second 
week  in  succession,  Saturday  and 
Sunday  were  banner  days  for  all 
forms  of  amusement  and  entertain- 

ment in  the  city. 
Almost  350,000  attended  the  World's 

Fair  on  Sunday.  Sporting  events, 
the  rodeo  and  legitimate  stage  produc- 

tions did  a  thriving  business. 
Theatre  men  were  cheered  by  the 

prospect  of  another  big  weekend  this 
week  as  Mayor  LaGuardia  declared 
an  official  half-holiday  for  Friday. 
Although  the  Mayor's  proclamation  is 
designed  to  permit  city  employes  to 
visit  the  Fair  in  its  closing  days,  many 
of  the  employes  are  expected  to  take 
advantage  of  the  holiday  to  go  to  the- 

atres and  many  private  firms  are  also 
expected  to  close,  as  the  Mayor  urged. 

(.Continued  on  page  4) 

M.  A.  Shea,  Circuit 

Head,  Dead  at  60 
Maurice  A.  Shea,  founder  and  head 

of  the  Feiber  &  Shea  Circuit,  who 
died  at  New  York  Medical  Center 
on  Saturday,  was  buried  yesterday  at 
Gate  of  Heaven  Cemetery,  White 
Plains.    He  was  60  years  old. 

Due  to  a  long  illness  which  preceded 
his  death,  Shea  had  been  inactive  in 
the  circuit's  operations  for  more  than 
a  year.  Active  operations  have  been 
in  charge  of  E.  C.  Grainger.  Shea 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  Margaret  L. 
Shea ;  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Joseph  Tuck- 
erman,  and  three  sons,  Thomas,  a 
lawyer  with  O'Brien,  Driscoll  & 
Raftery ;  Maurice,  Jr.,  and  William, 
both  with  Feiber  &  Shea. 

Loew's  Closes  for 

'The  Great  Dictator' 
The  Loew  circuit  yesterday  signed 

with  United  Artists  to  play  "The 
Great  Dictator"  over  the  circuit. 
Clayton  E.  Bond,  film  buyer  for 

Warner  theatres,  said  yesterday  that 
the  deal  he  closed  last  week  on  the 
picture  is  only  for  the  Aldine,  Phil- 

adelphia, and  the  Warner,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Exhibitors  Must 

Make  Up  Losses 

Overseas:  Cole 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  21. — -The  indus- 
try's loss  of  foreign  revenue  must  be 

made  up  primarily  by  exhibitors,  not 

producers,  "be- cause we  are  the 

fountainhead,"  to- day declared  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  pres- 

ident of  national 
Allied,  at  the 
opening  session  of 
Western  Penn- 
sylvania  A  1  - 
lied's  annual  con- 

vention at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel 
here. 

Cole  voiced  ob- 
jections to  dis- 

tributors' efforts 
to  recuperate  the 

foreign    losses    by    "suggesting"  in- ( Continued  on  page  4) 

E.  A.  Huse  Elected 

President  of  SMPE 

Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — Emery  A. 
Huse,  West  Coast  manager  of  the  film 
department  of  Eastman  Kodak,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Society  of  Mo- 

tion Picture  Engineers  at  the  open- 
ing session  of  the  47th  semi-annual 

convention  of  the  organization  at  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

H.  A.  Cole 

LAWYERS  TO  ASK 

DECREE  DELAY 

Kuykendall 

Hits  Allied 

Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- 
dent, in  a  statement  released  here 

yesterday,  declined  to  answer  recent 
queries  put  by 
Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  States 
chairman  and 
general  counsel, as  to  the  M.P.T. 

O.A.  head's  com- plete obj  ections to  the  proposed 
consent  decree. 

Reasons  given 

by  Kuykendall for  his  refusal 
were  that  the 

M.  P.  T.  O.  A.'s stand  on  the  de- cree has  been  set 
forth  in  detail  in  organization  bulletins 
which  were  released  to  the  press  and 
also  in  formal  statements  presented  to 
the  Department  of  Justice,  which, 
Kuykendall  remarks,  he  regards  as 
the  "proper  authority"  to  which  to state  his  objections. 

"Mr.  Myers  knows  full  well  how 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Ed  Kuykendall 

"North  West  Mounted  Police" 

[  DeMille-Paramount  ] 

D  UILT  along  the  heroic  lines  which  characterize  all  production  ef- 
"  forts  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  his  "North  West  Mounted  Police"  is 
tops  in  entertainment  for  any  type  of  audience.  It  is  of  the  stuff  which 
makes  sparkling  marquee  name  lines  and  gives  every  evidence  of 
sparkling  ledger  figures  from  the  box-office  of  any  theatre. 
The  hand  of  DeMille,  who  was  his  own  producer  and  director,  is 

evident  throughout  the  picture,  in  its  magnificent  color  backgrounds  of 
the  Canadian  woods,  the  handling  with  expert  technique  of  large 
groups  of  people,  its  stirring  and  dynamic  battle  scenes. 

There  are  romance  and  comedy,  and  the  courage  of  men  acting 
against  great  odds  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  interwoven  into 
a  story  which  serves  to  typify  and  personalize  that  almost  legendary 

group,  Canada's  famous  North  West  Mounted  Police.  Alan  Le  May, 
Jesse  Lasky,  Jr.,  and  C.  Gardner  Sullivan  collaborated  in  an  original 
screenplay  which  has  as  its  basic  ingredient  action,  and  more  action.  Vic- (Contimted  on  page  4) 

OTHER  REVIEWS:  "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again,"  "The  Old 
Swimmin'  Hole" — See  Page  5. 

Officials  Settle  B.  &  K. 

And  Fox-West  Coast 
Contempt  Angles 

Adjournment  will  be  sought  today 
on  the  consent  decree  proceedings 
which  are  up  before  Federal  Judge 

Henry  W.  Goddard,  because  there 
are  still  certain  minor  points  to  be 

cleared  up  among  the  negotiators. 
A  delay  of  more  than  a  week  will 
be  asked  by  Government  attorneys, 
officials  stated  late  last  night,  after 

a  lengthy  session  of  the  negotiators. 

Yesterday's  meeting  broke  up  at midnight. 

Final  points  in  connection  with  the 
dropping  by  the  Government  of  the 
Fox-West  Coast  and  Balaban  &  Katz 
contempt  cases  were  ironed  out  last 
night,  in  accordance  with  expectations, 
officials  stated. 

Merely  the  acceptance  by  individual 
defendants  in  the  Chicago  contempt 
case  of  the  agreement  which  has  been 
negotiated  by  Paramount  attorneys 
and  the  Government  remains.  Para- 

mount executives  indicated  last  night 
that  such  acceptance  is  a  mere  formal- 
ity. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  "rule  of  five" by  which  independent  circuits  of  five 
or  more  are  not  permitted  to  bring 
clearance  arbitration  cases,  under  the 
New  York  decree,  will  not  apply  to 
the  Fox-West  Coast  and  Balaban  & 
Katz  territories. 

Otherwise,  only  minor  matters  of 
arbitration  remain  to  be  settled  in  re- 

gard to  the  decree. 

Schless  Named  W.B. 

Foreign  Manager 

Robert  E.  Schless,  Warners  Euro- 
pean manager,  yesterday  was  appoint- 

ed head  of  the  company's  foreign  dis- tribution by  Harry  M.  Warner, 
president.  Joseph  S.  Hummel,  who 
has  been  general  foreign  sales  man- 

ager, will  be  assistant  to  Schless. 
Schless  formerly  was  in  charge  of 

the  Continent  with  headquarters  in 
Paris,  and  when  First  National  and 
Warners  consolidated  its  forces  in 
England,  took  over  that  country  as 
well.  He  has  been  in  New  York  about 
two  months. 
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Personal  Mention 
British  Plan  Shift  in 

Army  Entertainment 

Londox,  Oct.  21.— The  British 
Army  Council  is  contemplating  a  com- 

plete change  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  film  entertainment  of  troops,  and 
is  seeking  the  cooperation  of  distribu- 

tors and  exhibitors. 
The  new  plan  presumably  would 

transfer  the  entire  operation  to  a 
military  body  instead  of  the  present 
arrangement.  The  Navy,  Army  and 
Air  Force  Institute  will  be  presented 
to  the  trade  tomorrow  at  a  luncheon 
at  the  Dorchester  Hotel,  with  the 
I  hike  of  Gloucester  presiding. 
The  Cinematograph  Exhibitors  As- 

sociation and  the  Kinematograph 
Renters  Society  (distributors)  met 
today.  While  no  official  statement 
was  issued,  it  is  understood  the  groups 
will  express  satisfaction  with  the 

present  arrangement.  The  distributor's are  willing  to  aid  the  armed  forces 
with  film  supplies,  but  join  the  C.  E. 
A.  in  an  unwillingness  to  do  anything 
to  aggravate  an  already  difficult  situa- tion for  the  exhibitors. 
An  agreement  already  exists  be- 

tween the  C.  E.  A.  and  the  War  Of- 
fice that  whenever  possible  the  troops 

use  existing  film  theatres,  and  if  nec- 
essary the  Army  provide  transporta- 

tion "to  the  theatres.  The  trade  atti- 
tude is  generally  unfavorable  to  re- 

opening a  problem  which  was  thought 
finally  settled  last  year. 

'N.W.  Mounted  Police' 
Premiere  in  Canada 

Regina,  Saskatchewan,  Oct.  21. — 
Cecil  B.  DeMille's  color  feature  for 
Paramount,  "North  West  Mounted 
Police,"  had  its  world  premiere  at  the 
Rex,  Grand  and  Capitol  here  tonight, 
in  the  city  which  was  once  head- 

quarters for  the  Canadian  police  or- 
ganization. 
A  Hollywood  delegation  included 

Madeleine  Carroll,  Robert  Preston, 
Preston  Foster  and  Lynne  Overman, 
all  of  the  cast. 

Prominent  officials  of  the  Province 
and  the  North  West  Mounted  Police 
attended. 
Tomorrow  Miss  Carroll,  Preston, 

Foster  and  Overman  will  leave  Re- 
gina for  Winnipeg,  en  route  to  Chica- 

go, where  they  will  join  Cecil  B.  De- 
Mille  and  their  fellow-players,  Gary 
Cooper  and  Paulette  Goddard,  for 
the  American  premiere  of  the  film 
Thursday  in  Chicago. 

Chaplin  Lunch  Host 
To  Phila.  Critics 

Philadelphia  newspaper  film  critics 
were  guests  of  Charlie  Chaplin  at 
luncheon  at  Dinty  Moore's  yesterday, 
following  which  they  attended  the 
matinee  performance  of  "The  Great 
Dictator"  at  the  Astor. 

In  the  party  were  Laura  Lee.  Mrs. 
Lynton  Martin,  Harry  Murdoch,  Dor- 

othy Guinan  and  Everett  Callow.  The 
latter  is  advertising  and  publicity  di- 

rector for  Warner  Theatres  in  the 

Philadelphia  zone.  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" will  open  at  the  Aldine,  Phila- 

delphia, tomorrow. 
Chaplin  recalled  at  the  luncheon 

that  his  first  motion  picture  offer  had 
been  received  while  he  was  appearing 
in  "A  Night  in  a  Musie  Hall"  at  the 
old  People's  Theatre  in  Philadelphia 
in  1913.  The  offer,  from  a  New 
York  agent,  was  addressed  to  "Charles 
Chapliniere." 

MAURICE  SILVER  ST  ONE, United  Artists  chief  executive, 
and  Charles  Schwartz,  company 
counsel,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  Oct. 
31. 

William  A.  Scully,  Universal  vice- 
president   and   distribution   head,  re- turned from  the  Coast  yesterday. 

• 

Reginald  Armour,  RKO  European 
general  manager,  has  sailed  from  Lis- 

bon on  the  ExOchorda,  due  here  Fri- day. 

Herman  Wobber,  general  manager 
of  distribution  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
will  leave  for  the  Coast  shortly. 

• 

Martin  Quigley,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Sam  Shain,  Louis  Nizer,  Jack 
Connolly,  Ted  O'Shea,  William 
Orr,  Charles  Stern,  Owen  Davis, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Morris  Kinzler, 
Ciias.  E.  McCarthy  having  lunch 

yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor. 
• 

William  Ferguson,  William  A. 
Scully,  Lou  Pollock,  Arthur  Lee 
and  Jack  Mills  at  the  Tavern  yes- terday. 

o 

James  Ball,  former  manager  of  the 
Stanley,  Camden,  N.  J.,  is  the  father 
of  a  daughter,  born  last  week. 

• 

Merton  Mason,  Paramount  Phila- 
delphia booker,  has  been  appointed  to 

the  Villanova  College  publicity  com- mittee. 
• 

Cecil  Felt,  Affiliated  Circuit,  ex- 
ecutive in  Philadelphia,  is  on  a  West 

Indies      cruise,      accompanied  by 
Charles  Graham,  RCA  engineer. 

• 

Don  Hicgins,  March  of  Time  pub- 
licity director,  will  sail  Thursday  for 

a  vacation  in  Puerto  Rico.  Jack 
Glenn,  March  of  Time  director,  has 
returned  from  Mexico  City. 

• 

John  Considine,  Jr..  M-G-M  pro- 
ducer, is  in  town. 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  left  for 
the  Coast  by  train  last  night. 

Bela  Blau  Dead 
Bela  Blau,  44,  theatrical  producer, 

died  yesterday  of  a  heart  attack  on  en- 
tering the  office  of  a  physician  next  to 

his  own  office  in  the  Sardi  Building. 
On  Broadway  10  years,  he  was  with 
the  Theatre  Guild,  then  associated  with 
Marc  Connelly,  with  whom  he  pro- 

duced "Having  Wonderful  Time." 

Howard  Kalfell  Dies 
Sr.  Louis,  Oct.  21.  — Howard  T. 

Kalfell,  40,  exhibitor  here  and  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  long  identified  with 

the  theatrical  industry  in  St.  Louis, 
died  late  last  week.  He  and  a 
brother  were  joint  owners  of  the 
Pauline  and  the  Robin,  neighborhood houses. 

Kent  Leaves  Coast 
Hollywood,  Oct.  21.  —  Sidney  R. 

Kent,  president  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
left  tonight  for  New  York  by  train. 
He  will  make  brief  stopovers  at  Den- 

ver and  Lincoln,  Neb. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  BARNEY  BAL- KAN will  leave  for  Chicago  by 

plane  tomorrow. • 

Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director,  is  back 

from  Pittsburgh  where  he  was  toast- 
master  at  the  Variety  Club  banquet 
Sunday  night. • 
Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 

Walker  left  yesterday  on  a  week's campaign  speaking  tour  for  President 
Roosevelt  throughout  the  Middle 
West. • 

John  McManus,  manager  of 
Loew's  Midland,  Kansas  City,  is  in 
Menorah  Hospital  there  with  an  in- fected leg. 

• 
Morton  Tiley  of  the  Kssex  Square 

Theatre,  Essex,  Conn.,  is  ill  at  Law- 
rence Memorial  Hospital,  New  Lon- 

don, Conn. • 
Citarli-.s  M.  MacDonald,  operator 

of -the  'Southern,  York,  Pa.,  has  re- 
turned from  a  honeymoon  in  Vir- 

ginia. -  He  was  married  recently  to 
Betty  Noel,  cashier  at  the  house. 

• 
Ruuekt  Perkinson,  manager  of  the 

Rialtp;:'  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  married 
recently  to  Miriam  Knauss. 

• 
Stanton  Griffis,  Arthur  Krim, 

Robert  Benjamin,  Toby  Gruen, 
Lee  S  hubert,  Robert  Weitman, 
Guy  Bolton,  Mokt  Spring,  William 
Melniker  and  Dave  Blum  lunching 

yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 
Irving  Berlin,  Harry  Cohen, 

Joseph  Moskowitz,  Martin  Mos- 
kowitz,  J.  J.  Milstei n ,  Lou  Brandt 
and  Arthur  Gottlieb  at  Lindy's 
(51st  St.")  yesterday  for  lunch. • 
Emanuel  and  Arthur  Silver- 

verstone,  Abe  Montague,  Max 
Weisfeldt  and  Max  CosmAn  having 

lunch  yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to the  Rivoli). 
• 

Edgar  Hands,  owner  of  the  Rex 
and  Stout  theatres,  Minden,  La.,  will 
be  married  to  Lucii.e  Pugh  of 
Shreveport  next  month. 

• 
Jack  Oakie  has  left  for  the  Coast. 

Services  Held  for 

Switow  in  Louisville 
Louisville.  Oct.  21. — Funeral  serv- 

ices were  held  here  today  for  Michael 
A.  Switow,  76,  president  of  the  M. 
Switow  &  Sons  circuit  of  Kentucky 
and  Indiana,  who  died  at  midnight 
Saturday  of  a  cerebral  hemorrhage. 
He  suffered  a  stroke  six  years  ago 
and  had  been  in  ill  health  since. 

Switow  emigrated  from  Warsaw 
when  27  years  old.  Inspired  by  a 
five-cent  picture  show  in  Chicago,  he 
purchased  supplies  from  the  late  Carl 
Laemmle  and  then  became  an  exhib- 

itor. Three  sons,  Harry  R.,  Samuel 
J.  and  Fred  T.  Switow,  all  asso- 

ciated in  the  circuit,  two  daughters 
and  a  widow  survive. 

Rothacker  En  Route 
Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — Watterson  R. 

Rothacker,  Hollywood  vice-president 
of  Quigley  Publications,  left  tonight 
by  train  for  New  York. 

Extend  RKO  Plan  of 

Timing  Main  Feature 
Four  more  RKO  theatres 

here  have  adopted  the  policy 
of  showing  the  main  feature 
of  dual  programs  at  9:30  P.M., 
following  an  experiment  with 

the  policy  at  Proctor's  86th St.  The  plan  enables  patrons 
who  desire  to  see  only  the 
leading  feature  to  arrive  at  a 
convenient  hour.  The  second 
feature  follows  about  11  P.M. 
The  policy  has  been  insti- tuted at  the  Columbia,  Strand, 
Park  and  Marble  Hill. 

Will  Ask  Hearing 

On  'Flames'  Pa.  Ban 

A  request  for  a  rehearing  by  the 
Pennsylvania  censor  board  on  its 

order  banning  Paramount's  "The World  in  Flames"  from  exhibition  in that  state  will  be  asked  today  by  Earle 

W.  Sweigert,  Paramount  branch  man- 
ager at  Philadelphia. 

Under  the  Pennsylvania  censor 
laws,  the  board  is  compelled  to  grant 
the  rehearing.  If  its  original  order 
is  sustained,  Paramount  will  ap- 

peal to  the  state  courts,  home  office  of- ficials said. 
Paramount  yesterday  canceled  from 

eight  Mutual  network  stations  in  Penn- 
sylvania a  sponsored  broadcast  by 

Raymond  Gram  Swing  and  Wythe 
Williams  scheduled  for  Thursday  on 
behalf  of  the  film. 

Tucker,  Richman, 

Lewis  to  Play  State 

Sophie  Tucker,  Harry  Richman  and 
Joe  Lewis  will  appear  in  person  at 
Loew's  State  on  Broadway,  starting 
Oct.  31.  The  trio  recently  completed 

an  engagement  at  Ben  Marden's 
Riviera. 

Louella  Parsons  and  a  group  of 
film  players  start  a  week  at  the  State 
on  Thursday.  Miss  Parsons  and  her 
company,  including  Brenda  Joyce, 
Ilona  Masse}',  Binnie  Barnes,  Robert 
Stack,  Bill  Orr  and  Mike  Franko- 
vitch,  arrive  from  the  Coast  today 
and  will  go  to  Hartford  for  a  two- 
day  engagement. 
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'Dictator'Rules 

Broadway  With 

$119,000  Take 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
Charlie  Chaplin  ruled  Broadway  for 

the  past  week  with  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" at  absolute  capacity  at  the  As- 

tor  and  at  near  capacity  for  every 
show  at  the  Capitol.  The  first  week 
which  ends  tonight  should  gross  an 
estimated  $98,000  at  the  latter  house 
and  $21,000  at  the  former  for  an  esti- 

mated total  of  $119,000.  This  figure 
does  not  include  the  estimated  gross 
of  $8,000  for  opening  night  at  both 
houses. 

"Arise  My  Love"  at  the  Paramount, 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  at 
the  Strand  and  "Down  Argentine 
Way"  at  the  Roxy  also  established themselves  as  big  draws. 

"Arise  My  Love"  with  Tommy 
Reynolds'  band  equalled  a  three-year mark  at  the  Paramount  when  it  drew 
an  estimated  $36,000  for  Friday,  Sat- 

urday and  Sunday  and  should  bring 
an  estimated  $65,000  for  the  first  week 
which  ends  tonight.  "Knute  Rockne — 
All  America"  with  Woody  Herman's 
band  on  the  stage  grossed  an  estimated 
$28,500  for  the  first  three  days  at  the 
Strand  while  "Down  Argentine  Way" 
with  a  stage  show  at  the  Roxy  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $37,500  for  the 
first  four  days.  All  will  be  held  over 
for  second  weeks. 

Holdovers  were  also  strong.  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted"  with  stage show  at  the  Music  Hall  grossed  an 
estimated  $51,000  for  the  first  four 
days  of  the  second  week.  "The  West- 

erner" opens  there  Thursday.  At  the 
Rivoli,  "The  Long  Voyage  Home" should  gross  an  estimated  $24,000  for 
its  second  week  which  ends  tonight, 
and  will  be  held  over. 

Ticket  Tax  Total 

In  September  Is 

Up  to  $5,851,655 

Washington,  Oct.  21. — Federal  ad- 
mission tax  collections  in  September 

reached  a  total  of  $5,851,655,  com- 
pared with  $4,407,097  in  August  and 

$1,852,256  in  September,  1939,  it  was 
reported  tonight  by  the  Internal  Rev- enue Bureau. 
Under  thfc  impetus  of  the  lower 

20-cent  exemption,  collections  rose  to 
the  highest  levels  since  the  post-World 
War  taxes,  bringing  total  receipts  for 
the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  to 
$23,076,687  compared  with  $14,055,201 
in  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

The  bureau's  separate  report  for  the 
Third  New  York  (Broadway)  Dis- 

trict showed  collections  of  $936,486, 
compared  with  $549,592  in  August  and 
$545,092  in  September  a  year  ago. 

Box-office  collections,  including  sea- 
son tickets,  jumped  to  $881,250  from 

$515,927  in  August;  tickets  sold  by 
brokers  paid  $15,111  against  $4,265; 
tickets  sold  by  proprietors  in  excess 
of  the  established  price,  $138  against 
$22 ;  permanent  use  or  lease  of  boxes 
and  seats,  $427  against  $190,  and  ad- 

missions to  roof  gardens  and  cabarets, 
$39,559  against  $29,187. 

'North  West  Mounted  Police" 

[  DeMille-Paramount  ] 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

tor  Milner  and  Duke  Green  provided  almost  breath-taking  background 
beauty  as  they  captured  the  scenery  of  the  vast  Canadian  country  with 
their  color  cameras. 

The  cast  is  little  short  of  a  showman's  dream  come  true.  Gary 
Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette  Goddard,  currently  featured  in 
"The  Great  Dictator";  Preston  Foster,  George  Bancroft,  Akim  Tami- 
roff,  Lynne  Overman  and  Walter  Hampden  perform  expertly  in  the 
leading  roles,  aided  by  fine  support  from  a  large  cast. 

Cooper  once  again  appears  in  the  type  of  Western  role  of  which  he 

unquestionably  is  the  screen's  master,  and  in  which  he  is  most  effective. 
Cooper,  Texas  Ranger,  rides  into  Mounted  Police  headquarters  in  the 
Canadian  woods  at  the  time  of  an  impending  revolt  of  half-breeds,  on 
the  trail  of  a  murderer  who  escaped  Texas  law.  He  crosses  words  with 
Foster,  police  sergeant,  when  he  is  attracted  to  Miss  Carroll,  mission 
nurse,  with  whom  Foster  is  in  love. 

The  stage  is  set  for  action  and  bloodshed.  Bancroft  is  the  revolt  lead 
er,  attempting  to  rouse  the  Indians  against  the  English,  his  stake  the 
illegal  whiskey  running  of  the  woods.  Robert  Preston,  police  constable, 
and  brother  of  Miss  Carroll,  is  in  love  with  the  wild,  half-breed  daugh 
ter  of  Bancroft.  From  that  point  the  film  moves  with  dramatic  force 
and  punch,  now  and  again  relieved  by  the  excellent  performance  of 
Overman  as  the  dour  Scotchman,  who  was  a  friend  of  the  half-breeds, 
but  turns  to  aid  the  police  against  the  revolt. 

Highlighting  the  story  are  the  desertion  of  Preston  from  his  post, 
through  the  wiles  of  Miss  Goddard ;  the  massacre  of  a  patrol  sent  on  the 
trail  of  the  murderers  of  two  constables,  in  a  thrilling  fight  in  the 
woods,  the  burning  of  the  fort  to  enable  the  wounded  to  escape,  and 
through  it  all,  the  work  of  the  Texas  Ranger,  fighting  side  by  side 
with  the  Canadian  police.  Finally,  the  revolt  put  down,  Cooper  saves 
the  memory  of  the  dead  Preston  by  proving  him  not  a  coward,  and 
leaves  with  his  prisoner,  realizing  that  Miss  Carroll  really  loves  the  ser- 

geant. Running  time,  125  minutes.  "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Exhibitors  Must  Make  Up  m 

Foreign  Losses,  Says  Cole 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
creased  admissions.  He  contended  a 

better  way  to  increase  producers'  rev- enue was  to  encourage  the  opening  of 
more  theatres  instead  of  discouraging 
independent  operations  by  making  it 
difficult  for  new  operators  to  obtain 
product. The  success  of  increased  admissions 
policies  in  affiliated  houses  is  no  cri- 

terion for  independent  guidance,  he 
contended. 

H.  M.  Richey,  assistant  to  William 
F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  manager, 
asked  for  specific  instances  of  an  ex- 

hibitor having  been  injured  by  increas- 
ing his  admission  prices  when  showing 

"Boom  Town."  He  urged  the  dele- 
gates to  spend  more  time  in  solving 

the  problem  of  making  the  industry 
self-supporting,  to  offset  the  loss  of 
foreign  revenue. 
Richey  told  the  meeting  that 

M-G-M  will  do  "what  it  can  to  try 
to  make  the  consent  decree  work." 
Fred  Herrington,  secretary  of  the 

organization,  reported  that  the  Allied 
unit  had  sent  protests  against  the  con- 

sent decree  to  Attorney  General  Rob- 
ert H.  Jackson  and  Assistant  Attorney 

General  Thurman  Arnold. 
He  also  reported  on  action  obtained 

from  state  officials  in  closing  16mm. 
shows  operating  in  defiance  of  the 
labor  and  sanitary  regulations. 

Ira  Cohn,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
manager,  here,  explained  the  distribu- 

tion of  Red  Cross  trailers  in  the  fo-th- 
coming  annual  roll  call.  George  Dem- 
bow  of  National  Screen  Service  spoke 

about  the  company's  entry  in  the  ac- cessories field. 
The  decree  will  be  discussed  fur- 

ther tomorrow  at  both  general  con- 
vention meetings  and  a  meeting  of  the 

national  Allied  board  of  directors,  at 
which  Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman, 
will  preside.  The  convention  will 
close  tomorrow  night  with  a  testi- 

monial banquet  to  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
retiring  president  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  organization.  The  na- 

tional board  meeting  will  continue 
through  Wednesday. 

Bela  Lugosi  Signed 
Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — Producers 

Releasing  Corp.  has  signed  Bela  Lu- 
gosi to  star  in  "The  Devil  Bat,"  hor- ror film,  which  Guy  Thauer  will  pro- 

duce for  Sigmund  Neufield.  Jean 
Yarborough  will  direct. 

Michele  Morgan  Arriving 
Michele  Morgan,  French  film  play- 

er, signed  recently  by  RKO,  is  due 
Friday  on  the  Exorchoda  from  Lis- 

bon, en  route  to  Hollywood. 

Name  Weisfelt  Booker 
Omaha,  Oct.  21. — Jerry  Weisfelt 

has  succeeded  Rube  A.  Wagle  at  the 
20th  Century-Fox  exchange  here. 

Myers  Query 

Brings  Rebuff 

By  Kuykendall (Continued  from  page  1) 

M.P.T.O.A.  stands  on  the  decree," 
Kuykendall  said.  "It  has  been  reiter- ated many  times  in  the  trade  press  and 
in  organizational  bulletins,  as  well  as 
to  the  Department  of  Justice.  ...  By  ! 
what  authority,  imaginary  or  real,  can 
Mr.  Myers  demand  statements  from 
Ed  Kuykendall,  who  was  laboring 
under  the  impression  that  he  was 
answerable  to  his  board  of  directors only? 

"My  personal  opinion  is  not  impor- 
tant, but  the  widely  expressed  objec- 
tions to  certain  clauses  of  the  decree 

by  thousands  of  exhibitors  are  impor- 
tant, and  Mr.  Myers  knows  how  they 

stand  as  well  as  he  knows  that  his 
own  organization  is  almost  entirely 

opposed  to  some  of  the  decree's  pro- 

visions." 

"Is  it  possible,"  Kuykendall  asks, 
"that  Mr.  Myers  has  worked  himself 
into  such  a  position  by  endorsing  the 
consent  decree  that  he  now  seeks  to 
becloud  the  real  issue?  I  cannot  for- 

get that  this  is  the  same  Mr.  Myers 
that  dragged  in  outside  reformers  to 
besmirch  the  industry  at  the  Neely 
bill  hearings,  and  not  being  convinced 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  purpose  in  this 
instance,  I  feel  no  inclination  to  an- 

swer any  of  his  demands." 

E.  A.  Huse  Elected 

President  of  SMPE 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Roosevelt  Hotel  here.  He  succeeds 
E.  A.  Williford  of  National  Carbon, 
who  continues  on  the  board  as  past 

president. Herbert  Griffin  of  International 

Projector  Corp.,  was  elected  execu- 
tive vice-president.  Other  new  offi- 
cers are:  A.  C.  Downes,  editorial 

vice-president ;  William  C.  Kunzmann, 
reelected  as  convention  vice-president ; 
P.  J.  Larson,  secretary ;  George 
Friedl,  Jr.,  treasurer.  R.  0.  Strock, 
former  treasurer,  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Sec- 

tion of  the  S.M.P.E. 

T.  E.  Shea,  engineering  vice-presi- dent of  Erpi,  was  elected  governor  to 
serve  out  Griffin's  unexpired  term. M.  C.  Batsel  of  RCA  and  Loran  L. 
Ryder  of  Paramount  were  also  elected 
governors  for  two  years. 
The  new  officers  will  be  introduced 

at  the  banquet  and  dance  Wednesday evening. 

The  five-day  meeting  opened  this 
morning  with  an  address  to  the  dele- 

gates by  Williford.  After  routine  bus- iness, an  informal  luncheon  was  held, 
with  the  chief  address  by  Frank  Capra, 
representing  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences. 

This  afternoon  a  general  session  was 
held  and  the  reading  of  technical 
papers  continued  from  the  morning. 
This  evening  was  occupied  by  a  ses- 

sion on  sound.  This  morning  the  new 
"black  light"  developed  for  theatre 
illumination  was  discussed  by  H.  J. 
Chanon  and  F.  M.  Falge  of  the  Gen- 

eral Electric  Co.  J.  W.  McNair  of 
the  American  Standards  Association 
discussed  the  place  standards  occupy 
in  the  film  industry. 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again" ( IV  arners) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — The  news  that  has  been  in  the  papers  about 
Marjorie  Rambeau  taking  her  place  among  the  screen's  foremost  charac- 

ter women  with  production  of  this  picture  is  true,  if  the  reaction  of  a 
Hollywood  preview  audience,  which  laughed  and  cried  with  her,  may 
be  taken  as  indicative.  The  critics  will  be  saying  no  actress  since  Marie 
Dressier  has  turned  in  a  performance  like  this  one,  so  that  is  a  thing 

|for  showmen  to  start  telling  their  customers  well  in  advance.  The 
^picture  will  make  the  promise  good. 
>  Alan  Hale,  Jane  Wyman,  Ronald  Reagan,  Clarence  Kolb,  Charles 
Halton  and  Paul  Hurst  are  among  the  other  players  participating,  but 
the  film  is  designed  to  give  Miss  Rambeau  a  monopoly  on  attention, 
interest  and  sympathy.  The  story,  by  Walter  DeLeon  based  on  charac- 

ters created  by  Norman  Reilly  Raines  in  a  well  remembered  series  of 
Saturday  Evening  Post  stories,  is  about  a  woman  whose  senior  cap- 

taincy of  a  tugboat  corporation  triumphs  over  competing  tugmasters 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  life  at  sea  and  in  commerce. 

Produced  by  Edmund  Grainger,  the  picture  has  been  directed  by 
Lewis  Seiler  with  an  eye  to  mixing  humor  and  pathos  in  such  fashion 
as  to  keep  the  former  uppermost  by  way  of  making  the  latter  the  more 
effective  when  called  upon. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.    "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"The  Old  Swimmin'  Hole" 
(Monogram) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — The  "swimmin'  hole"  referred  to  in  the  title 
of  this  picture  is  depicted  as  the  meeting  place  of  a  group  of  small  town 

boys,  and  is  seen  as  the  center  of  much  of  the  film's  activities. 
Leader  of  the  boys  is  Jackie  Moran,  anxious  to  be  a  doctor,  but  tem- 

porarily out  of  school  in  order  to  work  and  help  his  widowed  mother, 

enacted  by  Leatrice  Joy.  The  boy's  grandfather  attempts  to  separate 
him  from  his  mother  by  offering  to  finance  a  medical  education  for  him, 
but  the  attempt  is  unsuccessful. 

Largely  instrumental  in  bringing  together  Miss  Joy  and  the  town's 
doctor,  and  making  them  realize  their  love  for  one  another,  is  the  doc- 

tor's daughter,  portrayed  by  Marcia  Mae  Jones,  who  returns  to  the  town 
from  California,  where  she  has  been  living  with  her  mother,  divorced 
from  the  doctor.  Both  the  young  principals  and  their  respective  parents 
are  creditably  portrayed. 

Scott  Dunlap  produced  and  Robert  McGowan  directed  the  Dorothy 
Reid  screenplay,  from  an  original  by  Gerald  Breitigam. 

Running  time,  80  minutes.    "G."*  W.  S. 

'G»'  denotes  general  classification. 

'Rockne*  New  Haven 
Winner  with  $7,200 

New  Haven,  Oct.  21.  —  "Knute 
Rockne — All  American"  and  "Father 
is  a  Prince"  took  $7,200  at  the  Roger 
Sherman.  "Down  Argentine  Way," 
dualed  with  "Sky  Murder"  at  the 
Loew-Poli,  took  $9,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  16 : 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum"  (ZOth- Fox) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)    (39c -50c)  7  days,  3rd week.  Gross:  $2,600.  (Average,  $2,700) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) LOEW-POLt— (3,040)    (39c- 50c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $9,000.  (Average,  $8,000) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
PARAMOUNT-(2,348)    (39c-50c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $4,200.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  B.) ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c -50c)  7 
Hays.  Gross:  $7,200.  (Average.  $5,000) 

Sunday  Trial  Oct.  28 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Oct.  21. — Tom 

Hartman,  Harry  Casles,  Robert  Sig- 
ler  and  H.  D.  Bowers,  local  theatre 
managers,  recently  arrested  on  charges 
of  violating  Hattiesburg's  Sunday 
"blue  laws,"  pleaded  not  guilty  when 
arraigned  before  County  Court  Judge 
Haralson.  The  cases  will  come  up 
for  trial  Oct.  28. 

'Band'  with  $8,800 
Is  Cincinnati  Best 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  21. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  had  an  excellent  $8,800 second  week  at  the  RKO  Grand. 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  drew  $10,000 
at  the  RKO  Palace,  and  "Pastor 
Hall"  gave  Keith's  $5,000.  The weather  was  cool. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  15-19: 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
RKO     ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO    PALACE^-(2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average,  $10,000) 

"Brigham    Young  —  Frontiersman"    (20th  - 
Fox) 

RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)  (33c-40c-S0c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,600.  (Axerage, 
$5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
RKO  CAPITAL— (2,000)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average, 
$5,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
RKO     GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.   Gross:  $8,800. 

"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
RKO'  LYRIC— (1,400)   (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. Gross:  $2,400.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"Girl  from  God's  Country"  (Rep.) "Marked  Men"  (Prod.  Dist.  Corp.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. Gross:  $1,200.  (Average,  $1,200) 

"Who  Is  Guilty"  (Mono.) 
"Triple  Justice"  (RKO) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $800.  (Average,  $800) 

"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 

Preston  Sturges  exercises  here  with  different  material 
the  talents  accountable  for  the  remarkable  success  of 

'The  Great  McGinty'  and  obtains  an  equivalently 

effective  entertaining  result!"  — m.  P.  Daily 
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6  Westerner' 

Gets  $30,000, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Oct.  21.— "The  West- 
erner" and  "Yesterday's  Heroes"  drew 

a  total  of  $30,000  at  two  theatres, 
$12,500  at  the  Chinese  and  $17,500  at 
Loew's  State.  "Foreign  Correspon- 

dent" took  $6,900  at  the  4  Star  m  the third  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  18: 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (Zttth-Fox) 
CHINESE— (2,500)       (33c-44c-55c-75c)  8 

days.     Gross:  $12,500.     (Average,  $12,500). 
"Fcreign  Correspondent"   (U.  A.) 

4  STAR — (900)  (55c-75c)  7  days,  3rd  week. 
Cross:  $6,900.    (Average,  $3,250) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Col.) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
HILLSTREET — (2.700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd -week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average, $6,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Fox) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75o 

8  days.    Gross:   $17,500.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Col.) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
PANTAGES— (3.000)  (33c.-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average, $7,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,595)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Stage:  Lewis  Armstrong  &•  Orches- tra Star  .Harlem  Revue.  Gross:  $14,000. 
(Average,  $18,000) 
"Knirte  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (W.  B.) WARNER     BROS.     (HOLLYWOOD)  - 
(3,000)   (33c-44c-55c-75c)   7  days,  2nd  week. 
Gross:  $9,200.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (W.  B.) WARNER  BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)- 
(3  400)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  2nd  week. 
Gross:  $10,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 

Roosevelt-Bronston 

Dissolve  Agreement 

Hollywood,  Oct.  21. — James  Roose- 
velt and  Samuel  Bronston  have  dis- 

solved for  the  second  time  their  pro- 
duction agreement,  leaving  Bronston 

without  a  release  for  his  production, 
"Martin  Eden,"  which  had  been  sche- 

duled for  United  Artists  release  as  a 
consequence  of  Roosevelt's  association with  that  company. 

Bronston  will  leave  for  New  York 
in  a  few  days  to  negotiate  a  new  re- 

lease for  the  picture. 
Reason  given  for  the  split-up  was 

the  pressure  of  other  obligations  on 
Roosevelt's  time,  including  his  duties 
in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  in 
which  he  holds  a  commission  as  a 

captain;  his  work  on  "Pot  o'  Gold" for  United  Artists,  and  his  short  pro- 
duction for  Mills  Novelty's  "Soundies." The  first  Roosevelt-Bronston  asso- 
ciation was  dissolved  last  Spring  be- 

cause of  difficulties  in  obtaining  fi- 
nancing, but  was  renewed  again  last 

month  with  Roosevelt  agreeing  to 
make  five  pictures  for  the  combina- 

tion for  United  Artists  release. 

Yates,  Grainger  to 
Atlanta  Premiere 

Herbert  J.  Yates  and  James  R. 
Grainger,  Republic  president,  plan  to 
attend  the  Atlanta  premiere  of  Re- 

public's "Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie" on  Thursday,  proceeds  of  which  will 
go  to  charity.  All  Republic  franchise 
holders  east  of  the  Mississippi  are 
scheduled  to  be  present,  as  well  as  a 
Hollywood  group  including  John  Hub- 

bard, Walter  Abel  and  Mona  Barrie. 

Jane  Withers  Will  Star  in 

20th  Century-Fox  Musical 

Hollywood,  Oct.  21 
T  AN  E  WITHERS  will  be  starred 
*J  in  her  first  all-musical  by  20th 
Century-Fox  as  her  next  vehicle.  It 
will  be  "Coast  to  Coast,"  written  by 
Ethel  Hill  and  produced  by  Milton 
Sperli  ng. •  • 

Rita  Hayworth  lias  been  bor- 
rowed from  Columbia  to  replace  Ann 

Sheridan  in  Warners'  "The  Straw- 
berry Blonde,"  in  which  James  Cag- nev  and  Olivia  de  Havilland  will  be 

starred.  Miss  Sheridan  is  reported 
under  suspension  for  the  duration  of 
the  picture.  .  .  .  Brian  DonlevY  will 
play  the  role  of  Al  Jennings  in 
"The  American  Vagabond,"  autobi- 

ography of  O.  Henry  being  produced 
by  Boris  Morros  for  Paramount  re- lease. .  .  .  Eduardo  Ciannelli  will 

play  the  title  role  in  Republic's  serial 
"The  Mysterious  Dr.  Satan."  .  .  . Gene  Lockhart  has  been  signed  for 
Warners'  "The  Sea  Wolf."  .  .  . 
Frank  Morgan  and  Irene  Rich 

have  been  set  for  "Keeping  Companv" 
at  M-G-M. •  • 

Kurt  Bernhardt  has  been  assigned 
the  direction  of  "Adopted  Daugh- 

ter" at  Warners.  Earl  Baldwin 
wrote  both  the  original  story  and 
screenplay.  Wolfgang  Reinhardt  is 
producing.  .  .  .  Andrew  Stone,  Para- 

mount producer,  is  seeking  film 

rights  to  Charles  Ruggles'  "What 
Makes  the  Clock  Tick,"  a  novel. •  • 

Eddie  Albert's  next  for  Warners 
will  be  "Stuff  of  Heroes"  from  the 
Harold  Titus  story  which  will  co-star 
Priscilla  Lane.  Ben  Stoloff  will 
direct.  .  .  .  Lou  Brock,  RKO  pro- 

ducer, has  purchased  10  Rodgers  and 
Hart  song's  for  "They  Met  in  Argen- 

tina," for  which  James  Ellison  has 
been  set.  ...  Jo  Swerltng  is:  doing 

the  script  for  "Blood  and  Sand,"  in 

which  20th  Century-Fox  will  star 
Tyrone  Power.  .  .  .  Jackie  Cooper 

has  been  cast  for  M-G-M's  "Ziegfeld 
Girl."  .  .  .  Republic  has  extended 
the  contract  of  Mary  Lee,  15-year- 
old  singer,  who  will  be  starred  in 
"Sierra  Sue." •  • 
Leon  Scblesinger,  who  makes 

cartoons  for  Warners,  is  rushing 
preparations  on  four  cartoons  featur- 

ing "Bugs  Bunny"  who  first  appeared 
in  "The  Wild  Hare."  First  of  the 
four  will  be  ready  in  two  weeks,  with 
three  others  ready  almost  immedi- 

ately following.  .  .  .  "Her  Father's 
Daughter,"  being  produced  by  I.  E. 
Chadwick  for  Monogram,  will  fea- 

ture Wilbltr  Evans  and  Edith  Fel- 
lows. Edward  Dmytryk,  formerly 

under  contract  to  Paramount,  will 
direct.  Ann  Doran,  Marian  Kerby, 
Marlow  Dwyer  and  others  are  in 
the  cast. 

•  • 
James  M.  Cain  has  been  signed  by 

20th  Century-Fox  to  work  on  the 
script  of  the  proposed  "Lucky  Bald- 

win." .  .  .  Edna  May  Oliver  draws  a 
featured  role  in  Producer-Director 
David  Butler's  next  film  at  RKO, 
as  yet  untitled.  It  will  be  filmed  in 
color,  against  a  California  race 
background. •  • 

Regis  Toomey  joins  "Reaching  for 
the  Sun"  troupe,  which  will  use  the 
Packard  plant  for  background.  Joel 
McCrea  is  starred  in  the  William  A. 
Wellman  production.  ...  A  special 
role  has  been  written  into  Para- 
mount's  "New  York  Town"  for  Betty 
Brewer,"  13-year-old  starlet.  .  .  . 
Joseph  Santley,  given  a  term  direc- 

tor contract  at  Republic,  will  next 

guide  "A  Flagpole  Needs  a  Flag." 
.  .  .  George  W.  Weeks'  next  "Range 
Busters"  western  for  Monogram  re- 

lease has  gone  into  production. 

File  Contract  Suit 

Against  20th-Fox 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  21.— A.  M. 

Ellis,  who  operates  the  Broad  here 
and  the  Broadway  and  Towers  in 
Camden,  N.  J.  filed  suit  on  Saturday 
in  Common  Pleas  Court  here  against 
20th  Century-Fox,  asking  $107,500 
damages' on  alleged  violation  of  a  con-, 
tract  by  the  distributor  in  selling  pic-', tures  for  the  Towers. 

In  the  bill  of  complaint,  filed  by 
Richardson  Dilworth,  representing  the 
Towers  Theatre  Co.  of  Camden,  N. 
J.,  it  is  charged  that  Ellis  bought  the 
Towers  in  June,  1939,  at  a  sheriff  sale 
for  $64,000  and  spent  $124,000  to  re- 

model the  house  solely  on  the  verbal 
promise  of  Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox 
district  .manager  .here, .  that  he-  would 
be  able  to  buy  all  of  company's  pic- tures rejected  by  Joseph  Varbalow 
of  the  Savar  in  Camden.  In  return, 
it  is  asserted,  Ellis  agreed  to  waive 
the  seven-day  clearance  at  his  Broad- 
wav  for  Varbalow' s  Victoria. 

Name  Shaw  as  Film 

Advisor  to  India 

London,  Oct.  21. — Alexander  Shaw, 
director  of  documentary  films  for  the 
Associated.  Strand  Film  Co.,  has  been 

appointed  film  advisor  to"  the  Indian Government  and  will  sail  this  week. 

Publicists  Guild 

Confers  with  NLRB 
A  conference  was  held  yesterday 

between  representatives  of  the  Screen 
Publicists  Guild  and  Charles  Kramer, 
board  examiner  for  the  National  La- 

bor Relations  Board,  concerning  the 
petition  filed  by  the  S.P.G,  for  des- 

ignation as  collective  bargaining- 
agency  for  publicity  and  advertising 
department  employes  in  the  home  of- 

fices of  all  major  companies.  The 
Guild  claims  a  membership  of  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  such  employes 
and  believes  that  an  early  meeting 
with  the  companies  will  result  from 
the  NLRB  conferences. 

'Fantasia'  Premiere 
For  British  $10  Top 

Tickets  for  the  premiere  of  Walt 
Disney's  "Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway 
Theatre,  Nov.  13,  which  will  be  a 
benefit  performance  for  the  British 
War  Relief  Societv,  will  be  scaled  at 
$5,  $7.50  and  $10. 

Special  sound  equipment  will  be  in- 
stalled in  the  theatre  during  the  next 

two  weeks  under,  the  supervision  of 
Tom  Gerity,  Disney  studio  technician, 
who  will  arrive  from  the  Coast  this 
week. 

Ladies  Treat 

Rochester,  Oct.  21. — Loew's saluted  "Rochester  ladies" 
with  a  special  "sweethearts owl  show"  Saturday  night. 
Women  bought  the  tickets. 
The  stunt  was  arranged  by 
Lester  Pollock,  manager. 

Wright  Takes  Blame 

For  Rivoli  Star  User 

John  Wright,  manager  of  the  Rivoli 
on  Broadway,  yesterday  accepted  re- 

sponsibility for  that  theatre's  use  of a  tour-star  critic's  award  in  its  ad- 
vertising on  "The  Long  Voyage 

Home,  '  which  led  to  the  scrapping 
of  the  four-year  old  agreement  by 
home  office  advertising  and  publicity 
directors  not  to  make  use  of  the  sym- 
bols. 

Wright  said  the  Rivoli  never  had 
been  a  party  to  the  agreement  and 
therefore  felt  no  obligation  to  refrain 
from  making  use  of  the  stars  in  its advertising. 

Because  United  Artists  is  the  dis- 
tributor of  "The  Long  Voyage  Home" 

and  presumably  contributes  to  the  ad- 
vertising expenditure  for  the  picture 

there,  some' criticism  had  been  directed 
at  it  for  the  Rivoli's  action.  United 
Artists  was  a  party  to  the  agreement 
among  the  advertising  directors. 
When  the  Rivoli  declined  to  dis- 

continue the  star  advertising,  the 
Paramount  employed  it  for  "Arise  My 
Love,"  which  led  to  a  general  declara- 

tion by  the  other  advertising  direc- 
tors that  they  considered  the  agree- 

ment to  be  "off"  and_that  they,  too, 
would  make  use  of  the  "star"  ratings in  their  future  advertising. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  said 

yesterday  he  considered  the  agreement 
useless  because  the  stars  have  been  so 
frequently  used  on  Broadway  theatre 
marquees  and  because  the  only  pur- 

pose of  the  agreement  originally  was 
to  discourage  the  use  of  the  symbols 
by  reviewers.  Instead  of  accomplish- 

ing this,  he  pointed  out,  the  symbols 
are  in  wider  use  than  four  years  ago. 

Legion  Approves  6 

Of  Eight  New  Films 
Of  the  eight  new  films  reviewed 

and  classified  for  the  current  week; 
the  National  Legion  of  Decency 
found  two  unobjectionable  for  general 
patronage,  four  unobjectionable  for 
adults,  one  objectionable  in  part  and 

condemned  one,  "Time  in  the  Sun." The  pictures  and  their  classification 
follow  : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for 
General  Patronage  —  "Little  Bit  of 
Heaven,"  "Thundering  Frontier." 
Class  A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults 
— "The  Long  Voyage  Home,"  "They 
Knew  What  They  Wanted,"  "Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand,"  "The  World  in 
Flames."  Class  B,  Objectionable  in 
Part — "Arise   My  Love." 

Mesibov  Joins  Paramount 
Sid  Mesibov,  formerly  with  Warner 

Theatres  publicity  department  in 
Philadelphia,  has  been  added  to  Alec 
Moss's  exploitation  staff  at  Para- 

mount. Mesibov  will  be  liaison  be- 
tween the  home  office  and  New  York 

metropolitan  circuits  to  coordinate  the 
work  of  the  two  on  Paramount  book- 
ings. 
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This  Spacr  Contributed  by 
MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY 

HOW  BUSINESS  always  leads  the  world  in  every  worthy 

cause.  Now  —  more  than  ever  —  the  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  needs 

us.  Let's  help  make  the  coming  MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE  the  greatest 

in  history.  The  Roll  Call  starts  Nov.  11th.  Let  us  DO  OUR  SHARE! 
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Foreign  Units' 

Fears  Allayed 

By  FCC  Head 

Off  the  Antenna 

JOHN  SHEPARD  III,  president  of  the  Yankee  Network,  will  be  honored 
by  the  Advertising  Club  of  Boston  at  a  luncheon  in  the  Hotel  Statler  there 

today.  As  a  tribute  to  Shepard,  who  has  pioneered  in  the  development  of  FM, 
there  will  be  a  network  hookup  of  FM  which  will  link  Boston  and  Paxton, 
Mass.  Four  months  after  Shepard  took  over  WNAC,  his  first  station,  in 
1923,  WEAF  and  WNAC  were  linked  by  telephone  wires  for  the  first  net- 

work broadcast.   Today's  network  will  not  use  telephone  wires. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Bob  Mc Andrews  has  been  named  to  head  NBC's  sales 
promotion  for  the  Western  division  and  Gene  E.  Clark  has  moved  to  McAn- 
dreivs'  post  as  sales  promotion  manager  at  KGO-KPO ,  San  Francisco.  .  .  . 
Mart  Silverman  has  joined  the  sales  staff  of  WINS.  .  .  .  Frank  Barhydt  has 
been  named  sales  promotion  and  publicity  head  at  KMBC,  Kansas  City.  .  .  . 
Harry  W.  Flamtery  has  been  assigned  to  Berlin  as  the  CBS  correspondent 
there.  .  .  .  Alexander  Woollcott  returns  to  the  air  Wednesday,  Oct.  30,  as 
guest  on  "Cavalcade  of  America"  over  NBC.  .  .  .  Brad  Simpson  has  been 
named  WKRC,  Cincinnati,  program  manager. 

•  •  • 
The  FCC  has  revised  its  procedure  on  applications.  Hereafter,  no  ap- 

plication will  receive  a  file  number  or  be  regarded  as  officially  filed  until 
it  is  in  the  proper  form.  All  corrections  must  be  made  before  the  appli- 

cation will  receive  consideration. 
•  •  • 

WLWO,  the  Crosley  international  short  wave  station  in  Cincinnati, 
was  off  the  air  for  six  hours  Sunday  night  because  of  a  fire  of  undetermined 
origin  which  damaged  the  tuning  apparatus. 

•  •  • 

Sidney  M.  Strotz,  newly  elected  vice-president  in  charge  of  programs 
for  NBC,  will  meet  the  New  York  press  at  a  cocktail  party  this  after- 

noon prior  to  assuming  active  charge  of  his  New  York  office. 

Foreign  language  stations  have 
nothing  to  fear  if  their  programs  are 
designed  to  serve  the  public  interest, 
FCC  Chairman  James  L.  Fly  assured 
delegates  to  the  National  Independent 
Broadcasters  convention  at  the  Wal- 

dorf-Astoria yesterday.  Fly  allayed 
the  fears  of  many  of  the  broadcasters 
that  the  Government  intended  a  cam- 

paign to  eliminate  such  stations. 
He  insisted  that  foreign  language 

programs  have  a  definite  place  in 
American  radio  but  pointed  out  that  it 
was  up  to  the  station  owners  to  see 
that  no  subversive  propaganda  went 
over  the  air. 

Fly  stated  flatly  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
take  over  radio  as  a  defense  measure. 
He  pointed  out  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  have  a  radio 
listening  audience  and  that  there  was 
an  excellent  chance  that  the  audience 
would  be  lost  if  the  Government  took 
over  radio. 

The  delegates  heard  several  discus- 
sions concerning  the  Ascap-BMI  fight 

and  the  advertising  agencies'  view- 
point with  respect  to  discounts  and  dif- 

ferentials between  local  and  national 
rates.  In  the  evening  they  were  guests 
of  BMI  for  dinner. 

It  was  decided  yesterday  to  elect 
the  officers  directly  instead  of  having 
the  board  of  directors  do  so.  Elec- 

tions will  be  held  today.  The  meet- 
ing is  expected  to  end  before  noon. 

Circuit  in  Contract 

With  St.  Louis  Union 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  21. — Back  pay  for 
50  operators,  amounting  to  about  $15,- 
000,  is  provided  in  a  contract  nego- 

tiated between  the  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  the  operators'  union, Local  143. 

Robert  Tomsen,  business  agent  of 
the  union,  said  the  back  pay  is  in- 

cluded in  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
tract and  had  been  agreed  upon  in 

place  of  a  clause  to  grant  wage  in- 
creases on  a  graduated  scale  for  the 

next  three  years.  The  new  contract 
has  three  years  to  run. 

End  Plagiarism  Suit 
A  stipulation  settling  the  $100,000 

damage  suit  of  Harry  Delf  against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  General  Foods  Corp., NBC,  Benton  &  Bowles,  Inc.,  Marcus 
Loew  Booking  Agency,  and  others 
was  filed  in  U.  S.  District  Court  yes- 

terday. Delf  had  claimed  that  the 
"Good  News  of  1938"  program  broad- 

cast in  January,  1938,  plagiarized  a 
sketch,   "The  Broker." 

Musical  Faces  Ban 

Providence,  Oct.  21. — "Pins  and 
Needles,"  musical  show  of  the  Ladies' 
Garment  Workers  Union,  ran  into  its 
first  major  censorship  difficulty  to- 

day, when  police  said  the  play,  due 
here  next  week,  would  not  be  licensed 
unless  the  "Harmony  Boys"  skit  is deleted.  The  Police  Bureau  will  hold 
a  hearing  on  an  appeal  tomorrow. 

FP  Canadian  Has 

Film  Idea  Contest 

Toronto,  Oct.  21. — Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  this  week  opened 

a  production  ideas  contest  for  cash 
prizes  totaling  $250  for  all  theatre 
employes  of  the  company  across  the 
Dominion,  the  closing  date  to  be  Oct. 
30. 

All  persons  on  theatre  payrolls  have 
been  invited  to  submit  ideas  for  screen 
story  material  in  condensed  form,  the 
best  of  which  will  receive  company 
awards.  First  prize  is  $100.  Later 
the  ideas  will  be  submitted  to  the  pro- 

duction staff  of  Paramount  in  Holly- 
wood. A  similar  contest  is  under  way 

at  the  Paramount  home  office. 

Krutch  New  Head 

Of  Drama  Critics 
Joseph  Wood  Krutch,  professor  of 

drama  of  Columbia  University  and 
critic,  was  elected  president  of  the 
New  York  Drama  Critics  Circle  at 
the  Hotel  Algonquin  yesterday.  Other 
new  officers  are  John  Anderson,  Jour- 

nal-American, vice-president ;  Sidney 
Whipple,  World-Telegram,  treasurer, 
and  Louis  Kronenberger,  PM,  secre- tary. 

London,  Ont.,  Dividend 
Toronto,  Oct.  21.  — The  Toronto 

home  office  of  Loew's  London  Thea- 
tres, Ltd.,  has  announced  the  declara- 
tion of  a  dividend  of  25  cents  per 

share  on  the  seven  per  cent  preferred 
stock  of  the  company,  which  operates 
Loew's  Theatre  at  London,  Ont.  Pay- ment will  be  made  Nov.  30. 

Duals  in  St.  Louis 
St.  Louis,  Oct.  21.— Fanchon  & 

Marco  has  set  a  new  policy  for  the 
Fox  and  Ambassador,  de  luxe  major 
run  theatres.  Both  houses  will  play 
duals. 

Union  Clambake  Today 
Rochester,  Oct.  21. — Theatre  man- 

agers have  been  invited  to  attend  a 
clambake  set  tomorrow  night  by  Local 
25,  I.  A.  T.  S.  E. 

English  G.  N.  Wins 

Right  to  Name  Here 
Grand  National  Pictures,  Ltd., 

yesterday  was  granted  authority  by 
Federal  Judge  Vincent  T.  Leibell  to 
conduct  business  in  New  York  under 
its  present  name.  Authority  was  re- 

quired because  of  the  similarity  in 
name  between  the  English  company 
and  Grand  National  Pictures. 

Liquor  Mentioned 
Ocean  City,  N.  J.,  Oct.  21. 

T1  HE  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  of 

New  Jersey  in  convention 
here,  was  urged  to  organize 
against  motion  pictures  by 
Mrs.  Mary  DuBois  of  Salem, 
president.  She  said  that  of 
140  pictures  studied,  113  were 
found  to  contain  favorable 
mention  of  various  liquors. 

Roosevelt  Shows 
'Soundies'  to  2,500 

Approximately  2,500  persons  re- 
sponded to  the  invitations  of  James 

Roosevelt  and  Mills  Novelty  Co.  to 
see  the  first  New  York  demonstration 

of  the  "Mills  Panoram  Soundies"  at 
the  Starlight  Roof  of  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  yesterday.  Represented  in  the 
crowd  were  many  film  and  theatre  ex- 

ecutives and  hotel,  restaurant  and 
cafe  operators. 

Roosevelt  came  on  from  the  Coast 
to  attend  the  showing,  which,  with  its 
attendant  diversions,  spread  out  over 
two  floors  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

Roosevelt's  Globe  Productions  sup- 
plies 300-foot  16mm.  subjects  for  the 

Mills  machines,  which  are  self-con- 
tained. Projector,  speakers  and  screen 

are  in  one  cabinet  about  six  feet  high, 
three  feet  wide  and  two  feet  deep. 
About  30  to  50  persons  can  witness 
the  showings  at  a  time  for  10  cents 
per  subject.  The  screen  is  two  feet 
wide  and  18  inches  high.  It  is  not 
affected  either  by  daylight  or  electric light. 

. . .  always  ready  for 

fun  or  a  fight . . .  but 

he'd  give  his  life 

to  get  Oley  home. 

DRISCOLL,  played  by  Academy  Award 

winner,  Thomas  Mitchell,  is  one  of  the  unforget- 

table characters  in  JOHN  FORD'S  production 

of  Eugene  O'Neill's  "THE  LONG  VOYAGE 

HOME"  which  the  New  York  Post  says  "will 

rank  as  one  of  the  great  American  films." 
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NBC  Returns 

Television  to 

Air  on  Friday 

Sporadic  Telecasting,  De- 
signed for  Testing 

NBC  will  bring  back  television  to 
the  air  on  Friday.  The  return,  how- 

ever, will  not  be  the  regular  program 
service  which  was  offered  up  to  Aug. 
1  when  W2XBS  signed  off  but  will  be 
an  intermittent  service  designed  pri- 

marily for  testing.  No  announcement 
was  made  concerning  the  time  that 
regular  programming  will  be  resumed. 

Test  patterns  will  be  put  on  the  air 
for  the  first  two  days  to  permit  check- 

ing of  apparatus  and  adjustment  of  re- 
ceivers. On  Sunday  a  film  will  be 

telecast.  The  film  has  not  yet  been 
selected.  Thereafter,  at  the  close  of 
each  program,  NBC  will  announce  the 
time  and  nature  of  the  program  which 
will  follow  but  no  further  advance  an- 

nouncements will  be  made. 
NBC  will  continue  to  televise  its 

signal  with  441  lines  at  30  frames  per 
second.  This  system  will  be  continued 
until  the  National  Television  Systems 
Committee  brings  in  a  definite  report, 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

British  Trade  Halts  Army 

Plan  on  Films  for  Troops 

London,  Oct.  22.— The  British  film 
industry  today  emphatically  and  com- 

pletely blocked  the  scheme  of  the 
Army  Council  to  monopolize  the  op- 

eration of  film  entertainment  for  the 
nation's  armed  forces. 

Representatives  of  the  Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors  Association  and  the 

Kinematograph  Renters  Society  (dis- 
tributors) outlined  the  industry's 

stand  at  a  luncheon  today  at  the  Dor- 
chester Hotel,  when  the  army  plan 

was  presented.  The  generally  em- 
phatic attitude  of  non-cooperation  ex- 

pressed courteously  but  firmly  at  the 
luncheon  caused  a  sensation  in  the 
British  War  Office  and  among  the 
members  of  the  lay  press  present  at 
the  luncheon. 
The  new  Army  Council  plan  was 

described  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
and  Lord  Croft.  It  aims  at  the  es- 

tablishment of  150  mobile  16  mm. 
units  and  150  35  mm.  units.  The 
groups  would  be  formed  fundamentally 
for  the  purpose  of  technical  training, 
but  would  embrace  in  their  programs 

entertainment  films  to  be  shown  with- 
out admission  charge. 

Sam  Smith,  president  of  the  K.  R. 
S.,  and  Harry  Mears,  president  of  the 
C.  E.  A.,  both  rebuked  the  military 
authorities  for  the  luncheon  presenta- 

tion of  the  plan.  They  insisted  that 
distributors  and  exhibitors  alike  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  method  of 
supplying  films  for  the  armed  forces, 
through  the  Navy,  Army  and  Air 
Force  Institute.  They  said  they  are 
waiting  evidence  that  this  procedure 
is  unsatisfactory. 
The  two  trade  executives  declared 

the  new  plan  would  meet  industry  op- 
position, and  expressed  the  belief  that 

the  new  arrangement  would  mean  the 
gratuitous  provision  of  entertainment 
films.  Smith  called  the  whole  plan 
superfluous,  in  which  he  was  sup- 

ported by  Mears.  They  countered 
Croft's  request  for  the  setting  up  of  a 
joint  representative  committee  with 
the  reply  that  they  could  not  commit 
their  members  to  any  specific  attitude 
in  the  matter. 

Seek  Highest 

Type  Citizen As  Arbitrator 

Crowther  Elected 

Film  Critics  Head 
Bosley  Crowther  of  the  Times  was 

elected  chairman  of  the  New  York  Film 

Critics  at  the  group's  first  meeting  of the  year  yesterday.  He  succeeds  Kate 
Cameron  of  the  Nezvs.  Herbert  Cohn 
of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  was  elected 
secretary  to  succeed  Leo  Mishkin  of 
the  Morning  Telegraph. 

Cecelia  Ager  of  PM  and  Theodore 
Strauss  and  Thomas  M.  Pryor  of  the 
Times  were  admitted  to  membership. 
The  critics  will  start  balloting  on 

their  annual  awards  in  December. 
Jan.  5  was  set  tentatively  as  the  date 
when  the  awards  will  be  presented. 

A  Sellout 

Because  of  heavy  advance 
reservations  for  tomorrow 

night's  Fall  conference  dinner of  the  Picture  Pioneers,  the 
"Circus  Night"  affair  will  be 
held  in  the  larger  Belvedere 
Room  atop  the  Astor  instead 
of  the  North  Ballroom,  which 
had  been  reserved  first.  Ap- 

proximately 30  new  members 
of  the  organization  of  25-year 
industry  veterans  will  be  ini- 

tiated during  the  evening. 

Dismisses  Davilla 

Infringement  Suit 
Federal  Judge  Samuel  I.  Mandel- 

baum  yesterday  dismissed  the  in- 
fringement suit  of  Joseph  J.  Davilla 

against  numerous  composers,  film  and 
radio  companies  and  music  publishers 
in  an  opinion  read  from  the  bench. 

Louis  D.  Frohlich  of  Schwartz  & 
Frohlich  represented  the  principal  de- 

fendants in  the  $250,000  damage  ac- 
tion based  on  Davilla's  charge  that 

"The  Desert  Song"  infringed  a  com- 
position of  his,  written  in  1918.  Prin- 

cipal defendants  included  Sigmund 
Romberg,  Otto  Harbach  and  Oscar 
Hammerstein  II,  composers  of  "The 
Desert  Song";  Warners,  NBC,  CBS, (Continued  on  page  4) 

Wells  Is  Reelected 

ByAGVA  Unit  Here 
Peter  Wells,  acting  president  of  the 

New  York  local  of  the  American 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  was  reelected 
president  at  the  annual  membership 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Edison  yesterday. 

Elton  Rich  was  named  first  vice- 
president  ;  Romo  Vincent,  second  vice- 
president  ;  Hazel  Scott,  third  vice- 
president  ;  Sydney  Chatlon,  fourth 
vice-president ;  Edward  Bartell,  fifth 
vice-president ;  Charles  Arno,  record- 

ing secretary,  and  Sam  Kramer,  treas- 
urer. Twenty-one  board  members 

also  were  elected.  All  serve  for  one 
vear. 

New  Universal  Suit 

Filed  by  Freiday 

Second  directors'  and  stockholders' 
suit  against  Universal  Pictures  and 
a  large  number  of  defendants  was 
filed  yesterday  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  by  William  Freiday.  The  suit 
follows  one  brought  by  Samuel  Posen 
on  similar  charges. 
The  Universal  board  of  directors 

yesterday  issued  the  following  state- 
ment :  "In  reference  to  the  complaint 

filed  by  Freiday  against  Universal 
Corp.,  its  directors  and  others,  it  is 
a  matter  of  record  that  Mr.  Frei- 

day, who  has  been  a  director  of  the 
corporation  since  its  inception,  has 
voted  in  favor  of  the  principal  acts 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Expect  Decree  Will  Go 
To  Court  Tuesday 

In  order  that  only  the  highest 
type  of  official  might  be  obtained 
to  serve  as  members  of  the  board 

of  appeals  under  the  arbitration 
terms  of  the  proposed  New  York 
consent  decree,  the  negotiators  of 

the  pact  may  set  the  individual salaries  of  the  three  men  who  will 
constitute  this  board  at  around 

$20,000  to  $25,000  yearly,  which  is 
comparable  to  that  received  by  N. 
Y.  Supreme  Court  justices,  it  was 
reported  last  night.  The  arbitrators 
will  be  appointed  by  the  court. 

Local  arbitrators  will  be  appointed 

according  to  the  rules  of  the  Ameri- can Arbitration  Association. 
There  are  still  some  minor  adjust- 

ments to  be  made  in  the  pact  before 
it  is  finally  presented  to  the  court. 

Certain  conclusive  agreements 
on  all  of  the  points  of  the  de- cree  were  reached  yesterday, 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Para.  Executives 

To  Chicago  Today 

A  group  of  Paramount  executives, 
headed  by  Barney  Balaban,  president, 
and  Mrs.  Balaban,  will  leave  here 
today  by  plane  and  train  for  the 
American  premiere  in  Chicago  tomor- 

row evening  of  the  Cecil  B.  De  Mille 
film  for  Paramount  release,  "North 
West  Mounted  Police."  The  opening 
will  be  at  the  Chicago  and  State-Lake theatres. 
Among  those  going  from  here  by 

plane  will  be  Stanton  Griffis,  Sam 
Dembow,  Jr.,  Leonard  Goldenson  and 
Alec  Moss.   Traveling  by  train  will  be 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Seven  Companies 

To  Meet  With  SPG 
Informal  conferences  between  seven 

major  companies  and  the  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild  have  been  set  at  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board  within 

the  next  week  by  Examiner  Charles 
Kramer.  The  S.P.G.  seeks  designa- 

tion as  sole  collective  bargaining 
agency  for  publicity  and  advertising 
employes  at  home  offices. 

Meetings  will  be  held  with  RKO, 
Warners,  20th  Century-Fox  and 
LTnited  Artists  tomorrow ;  Paramount 
and  Columbia,  Friday,  and  M-G-M, Tuesday. 

Quite! 

Charlie  Chaplin  recently 
met  Louis  Bromfield  in  a  res- 

taurant. The  two,  who  are 
old  friends,  were  soon  engaged 
in  an  animated  conversation 
which  ran  something  like 
this: 

"You  must  see  my  picture," 
said  Charlie. 
"Your  picture,  oh,  yes,  yes 

—how  is  it?" "Quite  controversial,  you 

know." 



2 Motion  Picture  Daily Wednesday,  October  23,  1940 

Consolidated  Profit 

$538,265,  9  Months 

Net  profit  of  $538,265  after  all 
charges  and  depreciation  but  before 
provision  for  Federal  taxes  was  re- 

ported yesterday  by  Consolidated  Film 
Industries,  Inc.,  for  the  nine  months 
ended  Sept.  30,  last.  The  net  is  equal 
to  $1.34^  on  the  400,000  shares  of  the 
company's  $2  preferred  stock  out- standing. 
Net  profit  for  the  third  quarter 

ended  Sept.  30  was  $163,497,  equal  to 
40^  cents  per  share  on  the  $2  pre- 

ferred stock. 

Set  Key  City  Runs 

On  'Great  Dictator' 
"The  Great  Dictator"  has  been  set 

by  United  Artists  to  open  Oct.  31  in 
Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Rochester 
and  Buffalo  on  a  policy  of  continuous, 
unreserved  seat  runs  with  prices  at  75 
cents  matinees  and  $1.10  top  nights. 
The  engagements  will  be  at  the 

Great  Lakes,  Buffalo,  Loew's  Century 
in  Baltimore,  Loew's  in  Rochester  and 
Loew's  State,  New  Orleans. 

The  film  will  also  play  Kansas  City 
starting  Oct.  31  The  first  Canadian 
showing  will  be  in  Ottawa  Nov.  4. 

Raises  Matinee  Price 
New  Haven,  Oct.  22.— The  Lin- 

coln has  raised  its  regular  matinee 
admjission  from  last  year's  25-cent 
level  to  40  cents,  while  its  evening 
price  stays  at  55  cents,  the  highest 
in  the  city. 

Personal  Mention 

ROBERT  SISK,  RKO  producer,  is here  from  the  Coast  for  a  brief 
visit. 

Bob  O'Donnell  is  in  town  from Dallas. 

Walt  Disney  is  expected  here  from 
the  Coast  in  about  two  weeks. 

• 
Nate  Goldstein  of  Springfield, 

Mass.,  is  in  town  for  Paramount  home 
office  conferences. 

• 
James  Roosevelt  plans  to  leave  for 

the  Coast  tomorrow  afternoon  by 

plane. 
• 

Isador  M.  Rappaport  and  Theo- 
dore Rouston,  owner  and  manager, 

respectively,  of  the  Hippodrome,  Bal- 
timore, are  visiting  here. 

• 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moroney  left 

yesterday  on  their  return  to  Dallas 
after  a  brief  visit  here. 

• 
L.  W.  Conrow,  president  of  Altec, 

is  back  from  a  two-week  trip. 

Saul    Korman,    manager    of  the 
Grant,  Detroit,  is  visiting  here. • 
Sol  Edwards,  Edward  Peskay, 

Max  Weisfeldt  and  Rube  Jackter  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday for  lunch. 

Robert  Riskin  will  arrive  here 
next  week  from  the  Coast. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

•k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
crHAvemeyer6-5000. Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

^  v., 
CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  7:05  am 
The  Plainsman   .         .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .  .  10:30  pm 
 r 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  i 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

MJ.    SIEGEL,    Republic  studio •   head,  is  due  here  Monday  on 
a  semi-annual  visit. 

• 
Donald  Gledhill,  Academy  of  M. 

P.  Arts  executive  secretary,  has  re- 
turned to  Hollywood  from  New 

York. 
• 

Jose  Raventos,  Costa  Rican  thea- 
tre owner,  is  in  New  York  on  a  pur- 

chasing mission.  He  will  be  here  about 10  days. 

Harry  L.  Gold,  Hal  Horne,  Ar- 
thur Silverstone,  Joseph  Pincus 

and  Arthur  Gottlieb  lunching  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday. • 
Jules  Levey,  William  McHale, 

Lawrence  Lipskin,  James  Mulvey, 
Jack  Mills,  Maurice  Freeman, 
Monroe  Greenthal,  Lynn  Farnol, 
Oscar  Doob,  Arthur  Lee,  Ray  Gal- 

lagher, James  Cron,  Joseph  Seidel- 
man,  Sam  Spring  and  Harry 
Thomas  having  lunch  yesterday  at  the 
Tavern. 

• 
Herman  Wobber,  Arthur  Loew, 

Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Guy  Bol- 
ton, Alexander  Ince,  Vincent 

Trotta,  Donald  Gibbs,  Armando, 
Russel  Crouse,  Kent  Smith,  Ben 
Washer,  Marc  Connelly,  Lee  Shu- 
bert  and  Bobby  Crawford  having 

lunch  yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 
Howard  Dietz,  J.  J.  Unger,  Harry 

Brandt,  Sam  Rinzler,  George  Welt- 
ner,  William  Orr,  Adolph  Zukor, 
Erno  Rapee,  Clifton  Fadiman,  Toby 

Gruen  and  John  W.  Hicks  at  Nick's Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

H.   Ivor   Daum,   manager   of  the 
Strand,  Allentown,  Pa.,  is  recuperat- 

ing at  the  Haff  Hospital,  Northamp- 
ton, Pa.,  following  an  operation. • 

Richard  Bergseth,  manager  of  the 
Ventnor,  Atlantic  City,  has  left  for  a 
month's  vacation  with  his  family,  visit- 

ing his  home  in  Seattle. • 
Morris  Hadelman,  theatre  opera- 

tor of  Shelton,  Conn.,  is  ill  with  the 
flu. 

• 

Phil  Gravitz,  M-G-M  booker  in 
New  Haven,  is  vacationing  here. • 
Hugh  McGuire,  RKO  New  Haven 

booker,  has  been  confined  to  his  home with  the  grippe. 

Study  New  Zealand 
Plan  on  Remittances 
Proposals  for  a  new  agreement  on 

cash  remittances  from  New  Zealand, 
replacing  the  one  which  expires  Nov. 
1,  were  discussed  by  major  company 
foreign  managers  at  M.P.P.D.A.  head- 

quarters yesterday.  A  final  agreement 
is  subject  to  further  negotiations  in 
New  Zealand. 

Also  discussed  at  the  meeting  was  a 
new  tax  measure  on  currency  exports 
which  has  been  proposed  by  Argentina. 

'Sinners'  in  New  Orleans 
Hollywood,  Oct.  22. — World  pre- 

miere of  Universal's  "Seven  Sinners" will  be  held  at  the  Orpheum,  New 
Orleans,  Oct.  31.  Marlene  Dietrich 
will  attend. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

CONSCRIPTION,  with  Clarenc A.  Dykstra  sworn  in  as  adminis 
trator ;  the  political  campaign  and  th 

candidates,  and  the  Earl  of  Athlone' visit  to  Hyde  Park  are  highlights  o 
the  nezv  issues.  The  sports  division  is 
taken  care  of  by  college  football.  Th 
contents : 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No,  13.  —  London  1 carries  on  despite  raids.  Italians  in  Pales- 
tine attack.  Earl  of  Athlone  visits  Roose- 

velt. Dykstra  sworn  in.  Willkie  on  tour. 
McNary  in  campaign  talk.  Plane  crash here.  Football. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  211— Situa- tion in  London.  Dykstra  takes  post  as  con- 
scription director.  Willkie  in  the  Midwest. 

Earl  of  Athlone  at  Hyde  Park.  Football. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  16  —  New 
York  Guardsmen  leave  for  Alabama.  Dyk- stra sworn  in;  World  War  hero  named 
to  draft  board;  conscientious  objectors  await 
trial;  first  serial  numbers  posted.  Flynn 
predicts  Democratic  victory.  Roosevelt 
speaks  at  Hyde  Park.  Willkie  on  campaign 
tour.  Football.  Evacuated  British  chil- dren here  talk  to  parents  in  England  by radio. 

RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  16—  Conscrip- tion director  sworn  in.  Troops  in  Australia. 
Jewish  community  in  Shanghai.  Tool  rental 
shop  in  San  Francisco.  Children  here  in 
radio  talks  to  parents  in  England.  Foot- ball. 

UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  921— 
Italians  fight  in  Africa.  Senator  Johnson 
endorses  Willkie.  Willkie  in  Twin  Cities. 
Ear!  of  Athlone  visits  Roosevelt.  Draft 
director  sworn  in.  Knox  at  Brooklyn  air base.  Football. 

'Flames'  Rehearing 

Is  Due  Tomorrow 
Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount  Phila- 

delphia branch  manager,  conferred  yes- 
terday with  the  state  censor  board 

there  on  the  company's  application  for 
a  rehearing  on  the  board's  order  pro- 

hibiting the  exhibition  of  "The  World 
in  Flames"  in  Pennsylvania.  The  re- 

hearing is  expected  to  be  held  tomor- 
row. If  the  board  upholds  its  ban 

on  the  picture  Paramount  will  appeal 
the  order  to  the  state  courts. 

Bookers  Party  Friday 

The  Motion  Picture  Bookers'  Club 
of  New  York  will  hold  a  dinner  Fri- 

day night  at  Leon  and  Eddie's  and  an open  meeting  Nov.  4  at  the  Hotel 
Lincoln.  Harold  Kline  of  the  Cocalis 
circuit  is  president. 
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Seek  Highest 

Type  Citizen 

As  Arbitrator 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
and  the  negotiators  expect  to  be 
able  to  present  the  final  docu- 

ment to  Federal  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard  next  Tuesday. 

Government  attorneys  stated  that 
they  are  hopeful  the  decree  may  be 
finally  documented  today  or  tomor- 

row and  that  it  may  be  ready  for 
U.  S.  Attorney  General  Robert  Jack- 

son's approval  tomorrow.  In  that 
event,  the  Government  might  feel  free 
to  release  the  draft  to  the  press  on 
Friday.  However,  some  of  the  nego- 

tiators are  doubtful  that  it  can  be  dis- 
posed of  with  such  speed. 

Court  to  Set  Hearing 

When  the  decree  is  presented  to 
the  court,  it  is  expected  that  a  date 
for  a  public  hearing  to  follow  the  pre- 

sentation session  will  be  set.  Actual 
signing  of  the  decree  by  the  five  con- 

curring companies  is  not  expected 
until  the  court  shall  have  indicated 
its  approval  of  the  decree. 

Exhibitor  leaders  are  expected  in 
New  York  in  the  next  few  days  to  be 
on  hand  for  the  submission  of  the  de- 

cree to  the  court  and  to  plan  their 
lines  of  action  against  its  adoption. 
Adjournment  to  next  Tuesday  of 

the  hearing  scheduled  for  yesterday 
was  agreed  to  by  Judge  Goddard  fol- 

lowing an  hour's  conference  in  his chambers. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man  Arnold  has  approved  the  decree 
but  has  not  yet  seen  the  final  rules 
of  arbitration  which  supplement  it. 
These  will  go  to  him  and  Attorney 
General  Jackson  today. 

B.  &  K.  Officials  Approve 

Following  yesterday's  court  session, attorneys  for  the  Government  and  the 
consenting  companies  adjourned  to  the 
Bar  Association  Building  for  a  final 
meeting  which  lasted  into  the  night. 
At  this  session,  the  approval  of  Bala- 
ban  &  Katz  officials  to  the  terms  of 
the  settlement  of  the  Chicago  consent 
decree  was  given. 

Under  its  terms  Balaban  & 
Katz  and  two  of  its  subsidiaries 
will  pay  fines  aggregating  $10,- 
000.  The  action  pending  against 
them  and  Barney  Balaban,  Par- 

amount president,  will  then  be 
dismissed  and  the  terms  of  the 
Chicago  consent  decree  will  be 
revised  to  eliminate  any  con- 

flict with  the  New  York  decree. 

The  "rule  of  five,"  by  which  inde- 
pendent circuits  of  five  or  more  houses 

are  not  permitted  to  bring  clearance 
complaints  for  arbitration  under  the 
New  York  decree,  will  be  suspended 
in  its  entirety  for  the  Loop  area  in 
Chicago  under  the  revision  of  the 
B.  &  K.  decree.  Elsewhere  within  the 
city  limits  the  rule  will  be  abandoned 
for  first  and  second  neighborhood  runs 
only,  and  in  other  areas  serviced  by 
Chicago  exchanges  it  will  be  dropped 
for  first  runs  only. 
Under  the  settlement  of  the  Fox 

West  Coast  consent  decree,  it  was 
agreed,  the  rule  will  not  apply  to  first 
and  second  runs  in  Los  Angeles,  to 

New  Film  Sound  Realism 

Described  at  SMPE  Meet 

Hollywood,  Oct.  22. — New  realism 
in  motion  picture  sound,  radio  broad- 

casts and  phonograph  recordings 
through  a  new  type  of  ultra-directional 
microphone  was  described  at  the  So- 

ciety of  Motion  Picture  Engineers 
Convention  here  today  by  Dr.  H.  F. 
Olson  of  RCA  Manufacturing  Co. 

During  today's  morning  and  eve- ning sessions,  on  the  second  day  of  the 
five-day  annual  Fall  meeting,  held  at 
the  Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel,  tech- 

nical advances  in  sound  and  sound  re- 
cording were  discussed. 

The  new  microphone,  developed  by 

Dr.  Olson,  is  known  as  the  "line  mi- 
crophone." Other  papers  presented 

at  the  morning  session  were  on  low 
noise  microphones,  by  A.  L.  Williams 
and  H.  G.  Baerwald,  Brush  Develop- 

ment Co.,  Cleveland;  calibrating  mi- 
crophones, by  F.  L.  Hopper  of  Erpi 

and  F.  F.  Romanow  of  Bell  Tele- 
phone Laboratories,  and  a  third  by 

S.  J.  Begun  of  Brush  Development, 
on  "Stabilized  Disc  Record  Cutters." 

This  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a  visit 

by  delegates  to  the  20th  Century-Fox studios. 
This  evening's  technical  session  was 

occupied  with  a  discussion  of  sound 
recording  problems.  R.  Van  Slyker, 
head  of  R.  Van  Slyker  Enterprises, 
described  a  new  low -temperature 
sound  stage,  providing  sub-freezing 
temperatures.  A  radical  new  camera 
boom  and  dolly  which  is  said  to  op- 

erate more  efficiently  than  units  of 
larger  size  was  described  by  John  Ar- 

nold of  the  M-G-M  Studio.  Other 
papers  were  read  by  C.  R.  Daily, 
Paramount;  W.  R.  Goehner,  Bell 
Telephone  Laboratories ;  R.  W.  Ben- 
fer  and  G.  T.  Lorance,  Erpi;  J.  G. 
Frayne,  Erpi,  and  others. 
Winners  of  the  S.M.P.E.  Progress 

Medal  and  the  Journal  Award  will  be 
presented  at  a  banquet  tomorrow  night. 
The  new  officers  of  the  Society,  elected 
yesterday,  will  be  introduced,  and  the 
evening  will  be  concluded  with  en- 

tertainment and  dancing. 

first  runs  in  the  suburbs  and  to  first 
runs  elsewhere  in  the  southern  half 
of  California. 

Modifications  have  also  been  made 
which  remove  the  former  ban  on  arbi- 

tration of  complaints  under  the  New 
York  decree  which  were  before  the 
industry  N.R.A.  boards,  and  com- 

plaints not  filed  within  the  past  five 
years  have  been  extended  to  include 
any  made  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 

tice during  that  period.  In  addition, 
the  decree  now  provides  that  clearance 
complaints  involving  franchise  agree- 

ments between  two  of  the  defendants 
in  the  suit  can  be  arbitrated. 
The  Government  expects  to  file  its 

amended  complaint  against  the  three 
non-consenting  companies — Columbia, 
United  Artists,  and  Universal — at  the 
hearing  next  Tuesday. 

Nominees  Approved 

ByS.W.G.  Directors 
Hollywood,  Oct.  22. — The  Screen 

Writers  Guild  board  of  directors  last 
night  approved  the  nomination  of  offi- 

cers. They  include:  Sidney  Buchman 
and  Dwight  Taylor,  for  vice-presi- 

dent ;  Ralph  Block  and  Dore  Schary, 
secretary ;  Lester  Cole  and  George 
Oppenheim,  treasurer. 
The  election  will  be  held  Nov.  13, 

with  members  having  the  right  to 
nominate  from  the  floor  or  by  petition. 
The  board  was  told  the  S.W.G.  now. 
has  800  members.  It  authorized  the 
negotiations  seeking  an  extension  of 
the  bargaining  contract  to  independent 
producers. 

New  Universal  Suit 

Filed  by  Freiday 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

voted  by  the  board,  about  which  he 
now  complains. 

"Universal  and  its  directors  are  con- 
fident that  they  will  thoroughly  an- 

swer these  charges  in  court  when  the 

case  comes  up  for  trial." The  Freiday  complaint  charges  the 
defendants  with  forming  a  syndicate 
in  1935  and  obtaining  control  of  the 
company  by  purchasing  the  stock  of 
Carl  Laemmle  for  $5,450,000.  There- 

after, the  plaintiff  states,  the  defend- 
ants caused  the  sale  of  Universal  Pic- 

tures, Ltd.,  to  J.  Arthur  Rank  and 
associates  for  $600,000  when  the  com- 

pany was  allegedly  worth  $3,000,000. 
Freiday  claims  Rank  was  willing  to 
pay  $2,600,000  for  the  company.  In 
addition,  the  complaint  alleges  that 
Universal  should  distribute  its  own 
film  and  not  grant  the  distribution 

rights  to  Big  "U." Freiday  asks  the  right  to  intervene 
in  the  Posen  suit.  The  complaint 
asks  an  accounting,  injunction  to  re- 

strain the  payment  of  salaries  and 
interest  charges  to  a  number  of  de- 

fendants and  an  order  to  set  aside  the 
sale  of  Universal  Pictures,  Ltd.,  to 
Rank  and  other  defendants. 

Dismisses  Davilla 

Infringement  Suit 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Harms,  Witmark,  Knickerbocker 
Broadcasting  Co.,  Bamberger  Broad- 

casting Service,  RCA  Victor  and  Col- 
umbia Phonograph  Co.  The  court 

did  not  find  that  "The  Desert  Song," which  was  used  in  both  the  musical 
play  and  motion  picture,  was  an  in- 

fringement of  Davilla's  song,  "You 
Are  My  Spider  and  I  Am  Your  Fly." 

W.  B.  Shorts  Lineup 

Is  Near  Completion 

Hollywood,  Oct.  22.  —  Warners' 
1940-'41  short  subjects  program  will 
be  completed  in  November,  with  the 
filming  of  two  more  subjects.  The 
schedule  consisted  of  45  short  sub- 

jects, and  does  not  include  cartoons. 
The  two  to  be  shot  in  November  are 

"Wings  of  Steel,"  a  two-reel  color 
preparedness  subject  to  be  directed  by 
B.  Reeves  Eason,  and  "Minstrel 
Days,"  cavalcade  of  the  show  world  to 
be  directed  by  Jean  Negulesco.  Nor- 

man Moray,  sales  manager  of  the 
shorts  department,  will  come  to  Holly- 

wood in  November  to  plan  the  next 
season's  program. 

35  New  Films 

Now  Shooting; 

Finish  Seven 

Hollywood,  Oct.  22.  —  Thirty-five 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week  as  seven  were  finished  and  eight 
started.    Fifteen  are  being  prepar 
and  71  are  being  edited. 
The  tally  by  studio: 

Columbia 

In  Work :  "This  Thing  Called 
Love,"  "Legacy,"  "Across  the  Sier- 

ras," "The  Phantom  Submarine." 
Started :  "Penny  Serenade." Korda 

In  Work :  "Lady  Hamilton." Loew-Lewin 

In  Work :  "Flotsam." M-G-M 

Finished :  "Flight  Command,"  "Com- 

rade X." 

In  Work :  "Come  Live  with  Me." 
Started:  "Keeping  Company,"  "Mai- 

sie  Was  a  Lady,"  "Wild  Man  of  Bor- 
neo," untitled  Spencer  Tracy  vehicle. 

Paramount 

Finished :  "Doomed  Caravan." 
In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings," 

"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun,"  "You're  the  One." 

Started  :  "In  Old  Colorado." 
RKO 

Finished :  "You'll  Find  Out." 
In  Work :  "Citizen  Kane,"  "Kitty 

Foyle,"  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,"  "Let's 
Make  Music,"  "Playgirl,"  "Three 
Girls  and  a  Gob." 

Republic 
Finished :  "Border  Legion." 
In   Work :   "The   Mysterious  Dr. 

Satan,"  "Barnyard  Follies." Rowland 

In  Work :  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop." 
20th  Century-Fox 

Finished :  "Tin  Pan  Alley." 
In  Work  :  "Western  Union." Universal 

In  Work :  "The  Bank  Dick,"  "Trail 
of  the  Vigilantes,"  "The  Invisible 

Woman." 

Warners 

Finished:  "South  of  Suez." 
In  Work  :  "Carnival,"  "She  Couldn't 

Say  No,"  "Trial  and  Error." 
Para.  Executives 

To  Chicago  Today 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  Charles  Reagan  and 
Robert  M.  Gillham. 
The  Hollywood  group  at  the  open- 

ing will  include  De  M'ille,  Gary Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette 
Goddard,  Preston  Foster,  Robert 
Preston  and  Lynne  Overman.  De  Mille 
will  be  the  chief  speaker  at  the  an- 

nual banquet  of  the  State  Street  Coun- 
cil at  Chicago's  Palmer  House  tonight 

as  part  of  the  three-day  celebration  in conjunction  with  the  opening. 
Y.  Frank  Freeman  arrives  in  Chi- 

cago from  the  studio  today. 

Edwin  Triebel  Dies 

Hamilton,  O.,  Oct.  22. — Edwin  C. 
Triebel,  35,  who  formerly  operated 
the  Pastime,  at  Maysville,  Ky.,  for  a 
number  of  years,  is  dead  there  after 
a  four-day  illness.  His  father,  a 
brother  and  a  sister  survive. 
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s  'Rockne'  Gets 

5 ;  Loop  Ribbon 

mi  With  $44,000 

fiV(l     Chicago,  Oct.  22.— "Knute  Rockne 
if— All    American,"    at    the  Chicago 
gk  ii  Theatre  with  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  his 
k  ikband  drew  an  excellent  $44,000.  "They 

fKnew    What    They    Wanted"  and 
,  "Spitfire  Out  West"  took  $17,000  at Hhe  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
W  Ii  ing  Oct.  18 : 
c'    "The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 

APOLLO — (1,400)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $6,000.     (Average,  $6,500) 
"Knute  Rockne — All- American"  (W.  B.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  clays. 

Stage:  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  band.  Gross: 
$44,000.    (Average,  $32,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
GARRICK— (1,000)    (3Sc-55c-75c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $4,200.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"I  Found  My  Love  Again"  (M-G-M) ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days, 

ii  i  Stage:  "Uncle  Walters  Dbg  House."  Gross: $13,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 

J    "Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) PALACE— (2,500)    (35c-40c-60c)    7  days. 
I      Gross:  $17,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
'     "Down,  Argentine  Way"  (20th- Fox) ROOSEVELT— (1,500)      (25c-55c-75c)  7 
I days.     Gross:   $10,000.     (Avera

ge,  $11,000) 
"Gold  Rush  Maisie"  (M-G-M) 
STATE- LAKE— (2,700)   (25c-40c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann  Dvorak,  Carole 
3  Landis.    Gross:  $18,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 

7  days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $15,000.  (Aver- 
age, $14,000) 

,"Gone  With  the  Wind"  (M-G-M) 
WOODS— (1,100)  (75c-$1.10-$l.S0)  7  days, 

I  I  38th  week.    Gross:  $6,500. 

'Correspondent'  at 
$16,500  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Oct.  22. — "Foreign  Cor- 
respondent" and  "The  Quarterback" grossed  $16,500  at  the  Michigan, 

»  while  the  Fox  reported  $15,000  for 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted" 
and  "The  Great  Profile." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  17: 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
Ii    "The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$4,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 
''I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"My  Love  Came  Back"  (W.  B.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
i     "They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 

"The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$15,000.     (Average,  $15,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-5Sc-65c)  7  days. 

V     Gross:  $16,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 

I        PALMS— (2,000)     (15c-39c-55c)     7  days. 
Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
UNITED  ARTISTS—  (3,000)  (20c-50c-75c) 

7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Aver- age, $10,000) 

Ford  Quits  Pyramid 
To  Join  Producers 

Hollywood,  Oct.  22. — Charles  E. 
Ford  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
Pyramid  Productions  and  joined 
Producers  Corp.  of  America  as  gen- 

eral manager.  The  former  Univer- 
sal Newsreel  head  organized  Pyramid 

with  Jerry  Brandt. 
His  first  duties  in  his  new  post 

will  be  to  line  up  a  production  staff 

j.    for  "Kingdom  Come,"  starring  John .     Charles  Thomas,  according  to  Sig- 
mund  Schlager,  president. 

'Rockne'  Scores 

$14,500,  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  22. — Local  theatres 
enjoyed  their  best  business  in  many 
months.  "Knute-Rockne — All  Amer- 

ican" at  the  Fox  drew  $14,500,  "The 
Great  Profile,"  with  Phil  Spitalny's band  at  the  Missouri  took  $13,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  week  ending 
Oct.  17: 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th- Fox) 
AMBASSADOR— (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c.56c) 

7  days.    Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $11,500) 
"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (20th- Fox) 
FOX— (5,038)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $11,0001 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A) 
"Military  Academy"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  7  days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average. 

$13,000) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (RKO) 
MISSOURI  —   (3,514)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) Phil  Spitalny  and  band  on  stage,  7  days. 

Gross:  $13,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
"I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (Col.) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $2,600.    (Average,  $2,600) 

Ascap  Briefs  Due 

In  Seattle  Monday 

Briefs  in  support  of  Ascap's  motion 
for  a  permanent  injunction  restrain- 

ing the  state  of  Washington  from  en- 
forcing its  anti-Ascap  law  will  be  filed 

in  Federal  court  at  Seattle  on  Monday 
by  Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  counsel  for 
the  music  licensing  society. 

The  state  has  until  Monday,  also,  to 
file  briefs  opposing  the  Ascap  motion 
and  both  sides  have  10  days  thereafter 
in  which  to  file  reply  briefs. 

Grant  Plea  for  Bill 

Is  'Nation'  Action 
Buffalo,  Oct.  22. — Epoch  Produc- 

ing Corp.  of  New  York,  and  Thomas 
Dixon  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  author  of 
"The  Clansman,"  today  were  granted 
a  bill  of  particulars  by  Federal  Judge 
John  Knight,  directing  Charles  H. 
Tarbox  to  furnish  details  of  how  he 
came  into  possession  of  copies  of  the 
film,  "Birth  of  a  Nation."  Tarbox, 
defendant  in  the  action,  claims  to  have 
acquired  rights  to  the  picture. 

Final  Kent  Drive 

Meets  Start  Nov.  1 
The  third  and  final  series  of  S.  R. 

Kent  Drive  meetings  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  branches  will  start  Nov.  1  with 
a  session  at  the  Los  Angeles  exchange. 
M.  A.  Levy,  Minneapolis  branch  man- 

ager and  leader  of  the  drive,  will 
conduct  the  meetings  with  division 
managers  in  their  respective  terri- 
tories. 

Board  Meets  in  November 
The  annual  conference  of  the  Na- 

tional Board  of  Review  will  be  held 
Nov.  14,  15  and  16  at  the  Hotel  Penn- 

sylvania, with  representatives  of  af- 
filiated groups  throughout  the  coun- 

try attending.  The  meeting  usually 
is  held  in  February  each  year. 

Remove  'Wives'  Ban The  New  York  censor  board  has 
lifted  its  ban  on  the  Czechoslovak 

film,  "The  Merry  Wives,"  distributed 
here  by  Edgar  E.  Lloyd.  A  license 
for  exhibition  of  the  film  was  refused 
last  Spring. 

For  Defense 

Jon  Hall  passed  his  exam- ination and  was  admitted  to 
membership  here  yesterday  in 
the  U.  S.  Power  Squadron,  an 
organization  of  private  power 
boat  owners  which  has  the 
status  of  a  U.  S.  Navy 
auxiliary.  Its  members  are 
subject  to  call  during  the 
emergency.  George  Weltner, 
Paramount  assistant  foreign 
manager,  also  is  a  member. 

'Rockne'  Pittsburgh 

Smash  at  $23,500 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  22.  —  Extra  ex- 
ploitation and  school  closing  for  con- 

scription registration  day  helped  the- 
atres to  one  of  the  best  weeks  in  sev- 

eral months.  "Knute  Rockne"  led  with 
$23,500  at  the  Stanley.  "Pastor  Hall" drew  $5,300,  better  than  average,  at 
the  Fulton. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  17: 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
ALVIN— (1,800)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $7,200.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
FULTON— (1,700)      (28c-44c)      7  days. 

Gross:  $5,300.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S   PENN— (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $13,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
R1TZ— (800)    (28c-39c-55c)    7    days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $3,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY— (3,600)   (28c-39c-55c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $23,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

'Wanted'  Hits 

Good  $19,000, 

Frisco's  High 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  22. — Aided 
by  the  personal  appearance  of  Charles 
Laughton,  "They  Knew  What  They 
Wanted"  drew  $19,000  at  the  Golden 
Gate.  "Knute  Rockne — All  Ameri- 

can" with  "Girl  from  Havana"  at  the 
Fox  drew  $17,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  15-18: 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN  GATE —  2,850)  (35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.  Stage:  vaudeville.  Gross:  $19,000. (Average,  $15,000) 
"Knute  Rockne— All- American"  (W.  B.) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)     7  days. Gross:  $17,500.    (Average,  $16,000) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 

"So  You  Won't  Talk?"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,440)  (15c-35c-40c-50c,  7 

days,  2nd  week.)  Gross:  $7,200  (Average, 

$8,000) "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c) 

7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,500) 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 55c)    7    days,    5th    week.     Gross:  $5,500. (Average,  $8,000) 

"City  For  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (20th-Fox) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1.400)  (25c -35c -40c -50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,300.  (Average, 

$6,000) "No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"Song  of  the  Road"  (Select) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$800.    (Average,  $1,000) 

This  is  Conchita... 

.  .  on  tropical  water- 

fronts she  made  lonely 

men  like  01  ey  forget 

briefly  the  lure  of  home. 

CONCH  ITA,  played  by  Carmen  Morales, 

is  one  of  the  unforgettable  characters  in  JOHN 

FORD'S  production  of  Eugene  O'Neill's 

"THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME"  which 

Eileen  Creelman,  reviewer  on  the  New  York 

Sun,  recommends  to  other  women  as  "a  mile- 

stone in  the  history  of  Hollywood." 
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'Wanted'  Hits 

$17,500  to  Top 

Hub  Grosses 

Boston,  Oct.  22.— "They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted"  and  "The  Great 
Profile"  scored  $17,500  at  the  Keith 
Memorial.  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  and 
"The  Secret  Seven"  in  the  second 
week  tallied  $13,500  at  Loew's  State 
and  $16,000  at  Loew's  Orpheum. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  16 : 

"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days,  Sammy  Kaye  orchestra  and stage  revue.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"They  Knew  What  they  Wanted"  (RKO) "The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c -55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $$17,500.  (Average, 
$16,000) 
"Down    Argentine    Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
METROPOLITAN— (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $15,- 500) 

"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT — (1,797)    (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
FENWAY— (1,320)      (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $5,800.  (Average,  $4,500) 
"Brigham     Young— Frontiersman"  (ZOth- Fox) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) 
SCOLLAY— (2,500)  (25c-44c-55c) 

Gross:  $1,600.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S     STATE— (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c- 

S5c)    7    days,    2nd    week.    Gross:  $13,500. 
(Average,  $12,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Secret  Seven"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $16,000. 
(Average.  $17,500) 

days. 

'Rockne'  at  $11,500 

Providence  Smash 

Providence,  Oct.  22.  — "Knute 
Rockne— All  American,"  paired  with 
"Pier  13"  at  the  Majestic,  did  $11,500, 
best  business  in  months. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  16-17: 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) "Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
RKO-ALBEE  —  (2,239)  (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $6,100.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3.232)  (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All-American"  (W.  B.) 
"Pier  13"  (2ttth-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $11,500.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) STRAND— (2.200)  (28c  -  39c  -  50c  I  7  .lays. 
Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) CARLTON— (1,526)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. 
2nd  week.    Gross:  $2,700.    (Average.  $3,500) 
"Millionaires  in  Prison"  (RKO) 
METROPOLITAN— (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Glen  Gray 
and  orchestra,  Dinah  Shore,  Wally  Brown, 
the  Stanley  Sisters.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Aver- 

age, $7,500) 
"The  Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
"Thundering  Frontier"  (Col.) 
FAY'S—  (1,800)  (15c-28c-39c)  7  days. Gross:  $2,300.     (Average,  $2,500) 

"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO)  (3  days) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.)  (3  days) 
"When  the  Daltons  Rode"  (Univ.)  (4  days) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE— (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 

Cross:  $1,700.     (Average,  $1,700) 

Critics9  Quotes 

"KNUTE  ROCKNE— ALL  AMERICAN"  (Warners) 
Handsome,  human  tribute  is  paid  Knute  Rockne  in  the  screen  biography 

Warner  Brothers  have  so  brilliantly  fashioned  and  in  which  Pat  O'Brien 
gives  a  superb  performance. — Mildred  Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Should  appeal  even  to  those  who  can't  tell  a  forward  pass  from  a  left 
tackle — a  lively  action  film  and  a  nostalgic  story  of  a  colorful  personality. — 
Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

The  cinema's  most  ambitious  football  film.  ...  In  1940,  spectators  with 
weightier  matters  on  their  minds  may  have  a  hard  time  taking  seriously 
for  an  hour  and  thirty-eight  minutes  the  Warners  solemn  anxieties  about  the 
South  Bend  ball  club. — Time. 

It  is  quite  likely  the  best  football  picture  ever  made — that,  and  something 
more  ...  a  worthy  memorial  and  of  more  general  appeal  than  you  might 
expect. — John  K.  Kutchens,  Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

An  honest,  vigorous  movie  that  possesses  a  sense  of  authenticity  in  every 
frame. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"THEY  KNEW  WHAT  THEY  WANTED"  (RKO) 
This  story  of  simple  people  in  the  California  grape  country  is  a  quiet  and 

moving  character  study,  excellently  acted  by  a  fine  cast. — N  ezvsweek . 
The  drama  itself  was  valid.  It  needed,  to  touch  it  off  into  the  memorable, 

exactly  what  it  got.  That  is,  truth,  beauty,  humor,  sentiment,  taste  and  act- 
ing form  a  good  collaboration. — Cecelia  Ager,  PM  {New  York) 

Mr.  Laughton  has  let  himself  go  just  a  bit  too  far  in  this  film  and  the 
consequence  is  that  he  gives  little  more  than  an  actor's  expansive  imitation 
of  a  big  dummy  with  a  thick  Italian  accent. — Bosley  Crozvther,  New  York Times. 

A  warmly  human  drama,  a  picture  that  will  remain  in  your  mind  and  your 
heart  for  a  long,  long  time.  .  .  .  Nor  is  it  likely  that  a  picture  as  rich  as  this  in 
human  nature  comes  along  for  many  months  at  least. — Eileen  Crcchuan,  Nezv York  Sun. 
A  perfect  example  of  balanced  cinema  collaboration  .  .  .  credit  the  photo- 

play with  adult,  humanitarian  instincts  and  excellent  generalship  in  its  com- 
position.— Henry  T.  Murdock,  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 

An  absorbing  and  moving  screen  version  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play  .  .  . 
dialogue  is  both  poetically  beautiful  and  real. — Laura  Lee,  Philadelphia  Bul- letin: 

"SPRING  PARADE"  (Universal) 

A  gay  and  enchanting  little  Cinderella  trifle — a  bubbling  and  bright  fairy 
tale  of  romance  in  the  wonderland  which  was  Vienna  in  1896.  .  .  .  Miss 
Durbin  is  a  delight  both  in  her  acting  and  her  singing,  and  there  are  many 
fine  performances. — William  Boehnel,  New  York  World-Telegram. 

So  Miss  Durbin's  sweetness  has  charm,  and  "Spring  Parade's"  sweetness 
has  charm.  It  doesn't  shed  a  tear  for  old  Vienna ;  it  waltzes  for  it.  A  light 
and  easy  waltz. — Cecelia  Ager,  PM  (New  York). 
Her  (Deanna  Durbin)  latest  vehicle  is  far  from  her  best  ...  in  general 

it  is  a  dull  entertainment. — Howard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald  Tribune. 
Deanna  Durbin  and  Robert  Cummings,  as  young,  gay,  irresponsible  sweet- 

hearts, make  a  fascinating  combination. — Boston  Daily  Globe. 
It's  a  picture  you'd  better  see,  especially  if  you  care  for  Deanna  Durbin 

and  fairy  tales  well  told. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"ARISE  MY  LOVE"  (Paramount) 
An  engrossing  melodrama,  with  sentiment  and  humor  liberally  interspersed 

...  there  is  bound  to  be  a  trebled  and  quadrupled  reaction  of  interest  and 
popular  absorption  ...  a  winner. — Edwin  Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

One  of  the  gayest  and  most  satisfying  comedies  of  the  year.  .  .  .  The  comedy 
is  fresh  and  incisive.  .  .  .  Miss  Colbert  and  Ray  Milland  are  engaging,  funny 
and  appealing  throughout  the  work. — Howard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald Tribune. 

A  joy  to  behold  ...  we  predict  success  for  this  delightful  film.  .  .  .  Mitchell 
Leisen  has  given  the  picture  a  pace  that  is  beautifully  sustained  from  begin- 

ning to  end. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  Nezes. 
A  picture  that  should  smash  box-office  records  ...  a  skillfully  told  and 

acted  melodrama,  replete  with  romance,  gaiety,  excitement,  swell  gags  and 
sparkling  dialogue. — Lee  Mortimer,  Nezv  York  Daily  Mirror. 
A  sobering  elaboration  upon  the  themes  of  romance  and  war  ...  a  syn- 

thetic picture  which  attempts  to  give  consequence  to  a  pleasant  April-in- 
Paris  romance  by  involving  it  in  the  realities  of  war. — Bosley  Crowther, 
New  York  Times. 

"THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME"  (Wanger-U.A.) 
Tops  any  production  ever  turned  out  by  Wanger  and  is,  I  believe,  John 

Ford's  pictorial  masterpiece  ...  a  picture  that  cannot  be  missed  by  discrimi- 
nating picture-goers. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 

The  dialogue  is  literate,  the  atmosphere  is  effective  and  the  pace  is  well 
sustained.  It's  an  interesting  production. — Rose  Pelszvick,  Nezv  York  Jour- nal American. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  and  stirring  films  I  have  ever  seen.  .  .  .  Never, 
I  think,  has  John  Ford  done  a  finer  piece  of  direction  .  .  .  the  acting  is 
appropriate  to  the  brilliance  of  the  direction. — William  Boehnel,  Nezv  York 
W  o  rid-  Telegram. 
Mr.  Ford  easily  wins  praise  for  his  contribution  from  an  artistic  and  clever 

standpoint.  Whether  this  particular  type  of  motion  picture  will  prove  popular 
with  the  average  audience  is  something  yet  to  be  proven. — Jimmy  Starr, 
J^os  Angeles  Herald  and  Express. 

Philadelphia 

Gives  $18,800 

To  'Argentine' 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  22. — Good 

weather  and  the  Columbus  Day  holi- 
day kept  grosses  at  high  levels. 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  at  the  Stan^ 

ley  drew  $18,800,  while  "Scatterbrain'| 
at  the  Earle,  aided  by  George  White's "Scandals"  on  the  stage,  tallied  $25,- 
700.  "Angels  Over  Broadway"  at  the Aldine  brought  $13,600. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  16-18: "Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
ALDINE— (1,400)    (35c-41c-46c-S7c-68c)  7 days.  Gross:  $13,600.   (Average,  $9,000) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
ARCADIA  —  (600)  (45c-55c-65c)  7  days, 

2nd  week,  3rd  run.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Aver- 
age, $2,600) "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 

BOYD— (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $10,800.  (Average, 
$13,000) "Scatterbrain"  (Rep.) 

EARLE — (4,000)     (35c -41c -46c -57c -68c)  7 days     with     vaudeville    including  George 
White's    "Scandals"    featuring    Ben  Blue. Gross:  $25,700.   (Average,  $14,000) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
FAY'S— (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  _  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Patricia 

Joyce.  Nora  Ford,  Benny  Ross  &  Maxine Stone.  Al  Ruskin  &  Ruth  Norman,  Andy 
Mayo  and  Pansy  the  Horse,  Goodrich  & 
Nelson,  Abbott  &  Adams.  Gross:  $7,000. (Average,  $6,900) 
"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
FOX— (3,000)  (35c-41c-57c-68c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,300.  (Average,  $13,000) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average, 

$3,000) "The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 

KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Average, 

$4,500) "Down  Argentine  Way"  (2(Kth-Fox) 
STANLEY— (3,700)   (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.   Gross:  $18,800.   (Average,  $14,000) 

"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,900.  (Average,  $4,500) 

Kansas  City  Gives 
'Rockne'  Big  $9,500 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  22.  —  "Down 
Argentine  Way"  took  $6,800  at  the Esquire  and  Uptown,  $3,100  at  the 
former  and  $3,700  at  the  latter. 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  gave 
the  Newman  $9,500.  "Third  Finger. 
Left  Hand"  and  "Glamour  for  Sale" 
at  Loew's  Midland  took  $10,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week 

ending  Oct.  15-17: 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $3,100.     (Average,  $2,200) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "Glamour  For  Sale"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND— (4,000)     (28c -44c)  7 Gross:  $10,300.     (Average,  $9,500) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W. NEWMAN— (1,900)     (28c-44c)  7 
Gross:  $9,500.     (Average,  $7,000) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) "River's  End"  (W.  B.) 

ORPHEUM— (1,500)  (28c-44c) Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $5,000) "Margie"  (Univ.) 

TOWER— (2,200)    (30c)    7  days. 
Don  Zelaya.  Gilbert  &  Carroll,  The  Little- johns.    Gross:  $4,700.     (Average.  $6,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
UPTOWN  —  (2,000)     (28c-44c)     7  da\ Gross:  $3,700.    (Average,  $3,000) 

days. 

B.) 

days. 7  day: 

Stage: 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Profit 

Rochester,  Oct.  22. — Net  profit  of 
$1,369,575  has  been  reported  by  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1940.  Profit  for 
the  similar  period  last  vear  was 

$1,133,899. 



THE  WHISPERING 

CAMPAIGN!  Listen! 

"I  see  that  the  Gem  Theatre  is  sponsoring  the  Red  Cross 

Drive." 

"They  always  are  ready  to  cooperate  on  such  things ...  I  like 

their  community  spirit." 

"There's  no  collection  in  the  theatre.  They  show 

a  short  but  marvelous  Red  Cross  picture." 

"It  made  me  join  the  Red  Cross,  and  also  made 

me  a  steady  customer  of  the  Gem  Theatre." 

Mr.  Exhibitor,  when  the  Red  Cross  Membership  Drive  starts  on 

Nov.  11th,  be  proud  that  you're  part  of  the  industry-wide  effort  to 
make  this  truly  American  enterprise  the  biggest  success  of  all  time. 

This    Space     Contributed  by 
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Off  the  Antenna 

RESIDENTS  of  Alaska  will  soon  be  able  to  hear  some  of  the  big  net- 
work programs,  according  to  C.  B.  Arnold,  manager  of  KINY,  Juneau. 

Kraft  has  been  shipping  transcriptions  of  the  "Kraft  Music  Hall"  show  to 
KINY  since  May,  Arnold  reports,  and  Lipton's  Tea  is  soon  to  start  send- 

ing transcriptions  of  the  "Helen  Hayes  Theatre."  Similar  deals  are  pending 
including  Jack  Benny  and  Kate  Smith  and  they  mean  a  great  deal  to  Alaskans, Arnold  says. 

Reception  from  the  States  depends  considerably  on  weather  conditions  and 
it  is  rarely  possible  to  get  a  complete  show  satisfactorily,  he  points  out.  Re- 

ception from  the  States  is  possible  only  at  night,  even  in  its  garbled  condition, 
and  it  does  not  get  dark  in  Alaska  until  11  P.M.  during  the  Summer,  says Arnold. 

Broadcasting  is  different  in  Alaska.  Frequently,  there  is  no  communica- 
tion between  two  towns  and  radio  stations  are  called  upon  to  broadcast  emer- 

gency calls,  everything  from  childbirth  to  shipwrecks,  says  Arnold. 
The  Alaskan  Indians  refused  to  take  radio  seriously  for  many  years, 

according  to  Arnold,  and  they  kept  insisting  that  radio  was  nothing  but  a 
tricky  phonograph  until  the  Thlinget  Indians  put  on  a  ceremonial  dance 
accompanied  by  whatever  constitutes  the  Thlinget  language.  Since  then, 
Arnold  says,  they  are  steady  listeners. 

There  are  about  30  national  advertisers  who  use  the  four  Alaskan  stations, 
Arnold  reports.  While  declining  to  state  that  Alaskan  broadcasting  would 
make  one  wealthy  overnight,  Arnold  discloses  that  KINY  is  built  on  a  gold 
mine  and  he  is  not  sure  when  the  ground  will  be  cut  away  from  under  him. 
Anyway,  he  has  just  built  new  studios  in  downtown  Juneau  and  they  will 
be  opened  next  week.    Really  the  last  word  in  studios,  according  to  Arnold. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Meet  Mr.  Morgan"  is  now  doing  a  repeat  of  his  IVOR show  at  7:15  P.M.  for  the  entire  Mutual  network.  .  .  .  Proctor  &  Gamble 
has  brought  the  "Lone  Journey"  network  up  to  45  stations  on  NBC-Red.  .  .  . P.  &  G.  has  also  started  experimenting  with  an  evening  spot  over  IVOR  for 
a  transcription  of  "Life  Can  Be  Beautiful."  Although  the  evening  trans- scriptions  have  been  used  over  WMCA,  this  is  the  first  time  it  is  being  tried 
on  a  SOfiOO-zmtt  station  here. •  •  • 

Mrs.  Sime  Silverman  may  soon  be  on  the  air.  Recent  auditions  by 
WHN  and  WNEW  are  being  commented  upon  enthusiastically  by  station 
officials. 

•  •  • 
Fresh  from  the  successful  broadcasting  of  the  World  Series,  Mutual  an- 

nounced yesterday  that  it  had  obtained  exclusive  rights  for  the  play-by-play 
description  of  the  National  Professional  Football  League  championships  to 
be  played  Sunday,  Dec.  8.  Gillette  Safety  Razor  Co.,  which  also  sponsored 
the  World  Series,  will  sponsor  the  football  broadcast,  This  will  mark  the 
first  time  that  the  football  championships  are  commercially  sponsored.  Mu- 

tual, which  says  it  will  line  up  at  least  100  stations,  has  an  option  for  the 
1941  series.    The  price  paid  was  not  disclosed. •  •  • 

Film  Players  on  the  Air:  Tyrone  Power  will  be  heard  in  a  radio  pre- 
view of  "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  from  Cincinnati  on  the  CBS  Kate  Smith  show 

Friday,  Nov.  1,  at  8  P.M.  .  .  .  Joan  Blondell  is  now  heard  on  "I  Want  a 
Divorce"  over  Mutual  Fridays  at  9:30  P.M.  .  .  .  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  will 
be  guest  on  the  "Silver  Theatre"  over  CBS  Sunday  at  6  P.M.  .  .  .  Bob Bums,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Walter  Brennan,  Bonita  Granville,  Jackie  Cooper 
and  Richard  Bonelli  will  be  heard  on  "Kraft  Music  Hall"  over  NBC-Red 
tomorrow  at  9  P.M.  .  .  .  Jean  Arthur  and  Walter  Pidgeon  will  co-star  on 
"Screen  Guild  Theatre"  over  CBS  Sunday  at  7 :30  P.M.  .  .  .  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland  will  be  guests  on  "Lux  Radio  Theatre"  Monday  at  9  P.M. 
over  CBS  in  a  dramatisation  of  "Strike  Up  the  Band."  .  .  .  Joan  Bennett 
will  be  gwst  on  "Lincoln  Highzvay"  over  NBC-Red  Saturday  at  10. 
A.M.  .  .  .  Joan  Crawford  will  be  heard  on  "Everyman's  Theatre"  over  NBC- 
Red,  Friday,  Nov.  1  at  9 :30  P.M. •  •  • 

So  great  has  been  the  public  response  to  the  appearance  of  Lynn  Fon- 
tanne  over  NBC-Blue  on  Sunday,  Oct.  13,  that  the  network  has  decided 
to  repeat  the  program  this  Sunday  at  8  P.  M.  Alfred  Lunt  will  introduce 
her  again  and  Frank  Black  will  conduct  a  symphony  orchestra  for  the 
musical  part  of  the  program. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Gerald  A.  Vernon  of  the  NBC  research  department  has 
been  transferred  to  sales  promotion  in  the  central  division.  .  .  .  Lewis  Allen 
Weiss,  head  of  Don  Lee,  will  open  the  two-day  convention  of  the  Pacific 
Council  of  the  American  Association  of  Advertising  Agencies  tomorrow 
with  a  discussion  of  "The  Wrong  and  Right  Way  to  Sell  Radio." 

Independent 

Broadcasters 

Support  BMI 

Complete  endorsement  of  the  work 
of  Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  and  a  de- 

mand that  Ascap  submit  a  contract 
which  provides  for  payment  for  actual 
use  of  Ascap  music  on  a  performance 
basis  only,  was  voted  at  the  conclud- 

ing session  of  a  two-day  meeting  of 
National  Independent  Broadcasters  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  yesterday. 

All  officers  were  reelected  to  serve 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters, 
at  which  time  N.I.B.  will  hold  a  new 
election.  Those  named  to  succeed 
themselves  were  Harold  A.  Lafount, 
president ;  Edward  A.  Allen,  vice- 
president  ;  Lloyd  C.  Thomas,  secre- 

tary-treasurer ;  and  Andrew  W.  Ben- 
nett, counsel.  Lafount  will  shortly 

appoint  an  executive  secretary  to 
handle  the  detail  work  and  Washing- 

ton activities. 
During  the  meeting,  problems  relat- 

ing to  the  low-powered  stations  in  sec- 
ondary marketing  areas  were  consid- 
ered. At  the  conclusion,  there  was 

unanimous  agreement  that  N.I.B. 
served  as  a  useful  clearing  house  for 
common  problems  and  that  the  organi- 

zation should  be  continued. 

10  New  Companies 

Formed  in  Albany 

Albany,  Oct.  22. — Ten  companies 
in  the  film  business  have  been  incor- 

porated here  recently. 
They  include:  F.  H.  R.  C.  Theatri- 

cal Enterprises,  Inc.,  Syracuse,  by 
Florence  and  Reuben  Canter  and  Ann 
Steinberg;  Arpee  Amusement  Corp., 
New  York,  by  Lee  Rothberg,  Philip 
Rodsky  and  F.  T.  Flohr ;  Trans- 
Oceanic  Film  Export  Co.,  New  York, 
by  Harry  G.  Kosch,  Arthur  Sanchez 
and  Jean  Sikoff ;  Floyd  Zimmerman, 
Inc.,  New  York,  by  Floyd  Zimmer- 

man, Walter  R.  DeVivo  and  A.  K. 
Ackerson ;  The  F.  S.  K.  Corp.,  New 
York,  by  Vinton  Freedly,  Richard 
Krakeur  and  W.  Horace  Schmidlapp ; 
E.  T.  G.  Corp.,  New  York,  by  Lo- 
retta  Gorman,  Sally  Jacobs  and 
Dorothy  Weinberger ;  Stonral  Corp., 
New  York,  by  W.  Herbert  Adams, 
Jane  Steinger  and  Ralph  Stone ; 
Brookside  Films,  Inc.,  New  York,  by 
E.  J.  Sachs,  Max  Kohn  and  Sharon 
Kahn ;  S.  &  S.  Amusement  Corp., 
New  York,  by  Herman  Savage,  Har- 

vey A.  Tave  and  Joseph  Seidman ; 
Star  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  New 
York,  by  Jonas  Gutchin,  Jacob  Rol- 
nick  and  Marie  DiNapoli. 

NBC  Television  Will 

Be  Resumed  Friday 
{Continued  from  page  1) 

said  Dr.  Alfred  H.  Morton,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  television. 

W2XBS  went  off  the  air  Aug.  1  in 
order  to  adjust  its  transmitter  to  the 
new  frequency  assignment  made  neces- 

sary by  the  FCC's  grant  of  the  old television  channel  number  one  to  FM 
stations.  The  NTSC  is  expected  to 
bring  in  recommendations  for  tele- 

vision standards  before  Jan.  1.  Most 
television  observers  do  not  believe  that 
there  will  be  much  activity  in  tele- 

vision before  the  final  report  is  made. 

Editors  Guild  to  Meet 
The  Motion  Picture  Film  Editors 

Guild  will  hold  its  regular  meetings 
on  the  last  Friday  of  each  month  in- 

stead of  the  last  Tuesday.  The  next 
will  be  at  the  Hotel  Capitol  this  Fri- 
day. 

Club  Nominations  Nov.  14 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  22. — Nomina- 

tions of  officers  of  the  Philadelphia 
Variety  Club  for  the  new  year  will 
be  held  on  Nov.  14. 

Equity  Refers  TAC 
Matter  to  Lawyers 

Actors  Equity  Council  yesterday 
discussed  information  received  that  at 
least  three  theatrical  managers  had 
posted  notices  that  no  members  of  the 
Theatrical  Arts  Committee  (TAC) 
need  apply  for  work.  The  council  re- 

ferred the  matter  to  Equity's  legal  de- 
partment, and  a  report  will  be  made  at 

a  meeting  of  the  council  next  Tuesday. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Pawtucket  House  Ready  Soon 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Oct.  22. — The 

Fairlawn,  reconstructed  from  the  old 
Fairlawn  Skating  Gardens,  will  open 
about  Nov.  10,  according  to  Thomas 
K.  Fisher,  treasurer  of  Fairlawn  En- 

terprise, Inc.,  owner.  The  theatre., 
seating  952,  will  be  leased  and  oper^J 
ated  by  Strand  Theatres,  Inc.,  Boston. 

To  Start  $200,000  House 
Wilmington,  Del.,  Oct.  22. — Work 

on  the  new  $200,000,  800-seat  Edge 
Moor  Theatre  will  begin  shortly  and 
is  expected  to  be  completed  by  Feb.  1. 
The  theatre  has  been  leased  to  the 

Edge  Moor  Theatre  Co.,  of  which  Al- 
bert J.  Fischer,  Jr.,  is  president. 

Will  Open  Theatre  Dec.  1 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  22. — The  new 

560-seat  theatre  being  built  in  Ot- 
tawa, Kan.,  by  E.  Van  Hyning  is 

expected  to  open  about  Dec.  1.  The 
theatre,  as  yet  unnamed,  will  play  sec- 

ond run  pictures  at  10  and  15  cents  on 
a  double  bill  policy. 

Plan  W.  Virginia  Theatre 
Kanawha  City,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  22. 

— W.  P.  Black  and  A.  Bliss  McCrum 
have  started  construction  of  a  new 
theatre  here,  to  cost  $50,000  and  seat 
600.  John  B.  Gardner,  now  manager 
of  a  theatre  in  South  Charleston,  has 
leased  the  new  house  for  10  years. 

Leases  Iowa  Theatre 
Estherville,  la.,  Oct.  22. — Forrest 

Leggate  of  Dayton,  la.,  has  leased  the 
Hollywood  at  Estherville,  la.,  closed 
the  past  few  months.  The  house  has 

reopened. 

Resumes  Operation  of  House 
Afton,  la.,  Oct.  22.  —  Leo 

Schneider,  who  sold  the  Paris  here 
about  18  months  ago,  has  returned 
and  taken  over  the  management.  He 
has  reconditioned  the  theatre. 

Houston  Theatre  Nearly  Ready 

Houston,  Tex.,  Oct.  22. — Construc- tion on  the  new  Lindale  here,  being 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $50,000  by  the 
O.  K.  Theatre  Corp.,  is  moving  rapid- 

ly, according  to  Oscar  Korn,  head  of 
the  corporation.  The  house  seats  900 

Altec  Deals  Closed 
Altec  Service  Corp.  has  closed  re- 

newal deals  with  Frank  Merritt  for 
six  houses  in  Alabama ;  the  Hamrick, 
Cheraw,  S.  C,  and  set  a  new  deal  for 
the  new  900-seat  Charles  in  Mont- 

gomery, Ala. 

Open  Conn.  House  Soon 
New  Haven,  Oct.  22.— Work  is 

nearing  completion  on  the  732-seat 
Westville  in  Bailey,  Conn.,  to  be 
opened  early  in  November. 

Open  Comerford  House  Soon 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  22. — Con- 

struction of  the  new  Comerford  Co- 
lumbia Theatre  here  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. It  is  expected  the  theatre  will! 

open  in  a  few  weeks. 

Start  Vaudeville  Shows 
Hazleton,  Pa.,  Oct.  22.— Repairs 

have  been  completed  at  the  Feeley 
Theatre  for  the  inauguration  of 
twice  weekly  vaudeville. 
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Publicity  Unit 

Closed  Shop 

Sought  Here 

Wage  Scale  Ranges 
To  $125  Weekly 

Up 

The  New  York  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  will  seek  a  closed  shop  in  home 
offices,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Wage  scales  to  be  asked  were  re- 

ported to  begin  at  $40  weekly  for 
apprentices,  $75  for  juniors  and  $125 
for  seniors,  but  an  S.P.G.  spokesman 
declared  that  this  matter  was  still 
under  consideration.  Joseph  Gould  of 
United  Artists  is  president  of  the 
guild. 

Contract  terms  to  be  presented  gen- 
erally will  be  similar  to  those  in  effect 

under  the  Hollywood  S.P.G.  agree- 
ment, it  was  said. 

The  Guild  is  now  engaged  in  classi- 
fying the  advertising  and  publicity 

employes,  and  members  in  each  office 
have  been  asked  to  make  the  classifica- 

tions on  the  basis  of  the  duties  and 
length  of  service. 

There  will  be  sub-classifications  in 
each  group,  it  was  said,  but  no  auto- 

matic provision  for  promotion  from 
junior  to  senior.  Classification  as  a 
senior  will  depend  on  the  duties  per- 

formed. Until  it  can  be  determined 
how  many  employes  in  each  company 
fall  into  the  various  categories,  no 

{Continued  on  page  4) 

RKO  Gets  'Convoy' 
For  Release  in  U.  S. 

RKO  will  distribute  in  the  United 
States  and  Latin  America  the  English 
film,  "Convoy,"  produced  by  Michael Balcon  for  Associated  British  Film 
Distributors.  The  deal  with  RKO 
was  closed  here  by  Arthur  Lee.  The 
feature  stars  Clive  Brook  and  John 
Clements,  and  was  directed  by  Pen 
Tennyson.  It  will  be  distributed  in 
Canada  by  N.  L.  Nathanson. 

Strike  Threatened 
In  Mexican  Radio 

Mexico  City,  Oct.  23. — A 
strike  of  practically  all  radio 
station  employes  in  Mexico 
has  been  ordered  to  start 
Oct.  28  by  the  National  Elec- 

trical Workers'  Federation, 
unless  the  Federal  Govern- 

ment ends  by  that  date  the 
electricians'  strike  at  Mon- 

terrey, northwestern  indus- 
trial center. 

Allied  Reverses  Myers 

On  Consent  Decree  Stand 

Hays  to  Meet 

Kennedy  on 

British  Pact 

Will  H.  Hays,  M.P.P.D.A.  head, 
will  endeavor  to  arrange  a  meeting 
with  Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy 
on  the  latter's  arrival  from  London 
within  the  next  few  days  for  the  pur- 

pose of  discussing  and  possibly  decid- 
ing on  acceptance  or  rejection  of  Brit- 
ish proposals  for  a  new  currency  with- 

drawal agreement  with  that  nation. 
The  new  British  proposal, 

scheduled  to  become  effective 
next  Thursday,  calls  for  a  re- 

duction of  about  one-third  in 
the  amount  authorized  for 
withdrawal  from  England  by 
the  American  companies  during 
the  past  12  months. 
Seven  companies,  comprising  all 

the  major  distributors  except  Uni- 
versal, which  made  a  separate  agree- 

ment last  year,  were  allocated  $35,- 
000,000,  of  which  half  was  blocked 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Board  Votes  to  Oppose  N.  Y.  Suit  Settlement 

At  Meeting  in  Pittsburgh  and  Lines  Up 

With  Other  Protesting  Exhibitors 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  23. — Allied  States  today  swung  over  to  the 
exhibitor  side  opposed  to  the  Federal  consent  decree  by  a  vote  of 

its  national  board  of  directors  at  the  closing  session  of  a  three-day 
meeting  here.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied,  made  the  an- 

nouncement of  the  national  body's  stand  immediately  following  the 
close  of  the  meeting. 

The  action  was  a  repudiation  of 
the  stand  taken  earlier  by  Abram 
F.  Myers,  general  counsel  and chairman  of  the Ireland  Alone 

Hollywood,  Oct.  23 

IRELAND  is  not  part  of Great  Britain  and  its  pos- 
sessions and  therefore  a  sep- 

arate accounting  for  that 
country  must  be  made  for  the 
distribution  of  "The  Soldier 
and  the  Lady,"  Superior  Judge 
Clement  D.  Nye  ruled  here 
today.  The  decision  was  on 
the  claim  of  Joseph  N.  Ermol- 
ieff,  against  RKO,  that  he  had 
a  contract  giving  him  a  share 
of  the  profits  for  the  remake 
of  "Michael  Strogoff,"  which 
he  produced  in  Europe. 

Rockefeller  Lauds  Films ' 

Aid  in  Pan-America  Drive 

"The  motion  picture  industry  has 
been  most  responsive  to  our  invitation 

to  cooperate,"  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller, 
coordinator  of  commercial  and  cul- 

tural relations  between  the  Ameri- 
can republics  for  the  National  De- 

fense Council,  told  the  10th  annual 
New  York  Herald-Tribune  Forum  on 
Current  Problems  at  the  Waldorf-As- 

toria yesterday. 
Rockefeller  pointed  to  the  dangers 

of  propaganda  films  from  foreign 
powers  when  shown  in  Latin  Amer- 

ica and  asserted  that  "we  must  in- 
creasingly use  the  radio,  the  press  and 

the  cinema  to  promote  a  more  effec- 
tive interchange  of  the  finest  in  the 

thought  and  action  of  both  continents." Robert  Montgomery,  discussing 
"The  Responsibility  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry,"  declared  that  in 
the  present  world  crisis  the  respon- 

sibility is  threefold — "entertainment, 
education  and  propaganda." 
"A  film  made  purely  for  the  pur- 

pose of  propaganda  fails  in  its  pur- 
pose," Montgomery  continued.  "An entertaining  film  made  for  the  pur- 

pose of  propaganda  will  accomplish 
its  purpose."  Montgomery  said  he 
felt  it  "would  be  difficult"  under  the 
industry's  present  leadership  for  the 
industry  to  perform  its  threefold 
"functions." 

"I  believe  we  can  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  any  resemblance  between  the 
motion  picture  industry  and  creative 
art  is  purely  coincidental,"  Montgom- 

ery declared.  "No  man  or  group  of 
men  has  the  right  to  place  himself 
in  complete  control  of  any  medium  as 
powerful  as  that  of  the  motion  pic- 

ture." 

Montgomery  left  for  the  Coast  last 
night  by  plane. 

national  board, 

who  presided  at the  meeting. 

Myers  gave  the 
decree  his  quali- 

fied approval  at 

the  annual  con- 
vention of  Al- lied of  New 

Jersey  at  Atlan- tic City  late  last 
month.  Assert- 

ing then  that  the 
decree  was  not 
all  that  could  be 
desired,  Myers 

urged  the  exhibitors  to  give  it  a 
trial  and  await  the  outcome.  The 

New  Jersey  convention  subse- 
quently adopted  a  resolution  ap- 

proving Myers'  views. The  board  instructed  Myers,  as 

its  general  counsel,  "to  file  a  brief or  make  a  personal  appearance,  if 

permitted  by  the  court,  in  opposi- (Continued  on  page  4) 

H.  A.  Cole 

9,000  Houses  to  Aid 

Red  Cross  Campaign 

A  total  of  between  8,000  and  9,000 
theatres  in  the  country  are  expected 
to  participate  in  the  annual  Red  Cross 
drive  which  will  start  Nov.  11. 
The  theatres  are  expected  to  use 

the  campaign  outlined  by  the  cam- 
paign committee.  This  will  include 

lobby  decorations  supplied  by  the  Red 
Cross,  show  the  400-foot  Red  Cross 
short  supplied  by  the  film  industry 
and  the  trailer  made  by  the  Red  Cross, 
station  uniformed  Red  Cross  workers 
in  the  lobby,  and  generally  publicize the  campaign. 
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Columbia  Meets  in 

Capital  Saturday 
Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general 

sales  manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  as- 
sistant sales  manager,  will  conduct  a 

meeting  of  the  company's  Mideast sales  forces  at  the  Mayflower  Hotel, 
Washington,  on  Saturday.  Branches 
under  Sam  Galanty,  division  manager, 
represented  at  the  meeting  will  in- 

clude Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 
burgh and  Washington.  Sales  and 

exhibition  plans  for  "Arizona"  and discussions  of  forthcoming  Columbia 
product  will  occupy  the  meeting. 

'Tropics'  Premiere 
To  Be  in  Paterson 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  will  have  the  world 
premiere  of  Universale  "Moonlight  in 
the  Tropics"  next  Wednesday  because 
Lou  Costello,  comedian  featured  in  the 
film,  is  a  home  town  boy.  The 
premiere  will  be  at  the  Fabian  The- 

atre, in  conjunction  with  personal  ap- 
pearances, and  the  proceeds  will  be 

given  to  the  local  Community  Chest 
and  St.  Anthony's  Church,  which  is to  be  rebuilt.  There  will  also  be  a 
parade.  Mayor  William  Furrey  has 
declared  a  school  half  holiday. 

Two  Studios'  Office 
Workers  Elect  Guild 

Hollywood,  Oct.  23. — Office  work- 
ers at  Columbia  and  RKO  studios 

have  overwhelmingly  chosen  the 
Screen  Office  Employes  Guild  as  their 
collective  bargaining  agency,  the 
N.  L.  R  B.  announced,  as  workers  bal- 

loted today  at  Republic  and  Univer- 
al  studios. 

MAINLINERS 

to 

LOS  ANGELES 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 

The  Continental  Lv.  7  pm 

The  Overland  Flyer  Lv.  11 :40  pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR  LINES 

67  Wall  St.  or  58  E.  42nd  St. 
MU-2-7300 

Personal  Mention 
Ray  burn  to  Attend 

Dinner  for  Walker 

VINCENT  McFAUL  is  here  from 
Buffalo  for  Paramount  home  of- 
fice conferences. • 

Jack  Kennedy,  RKO  London  rep- 
presentative,  is  scheduled  to  arrive 
from  Europe  by  Clipper  this  week- end. 

• 

John  W.  Considine,  Jr.,  M-G-M 
producer,  will  leave  here  for  the  Coast 
today,  stopping  over  at  Washington 
and  Omaha  en  route  west. • 

Arthur  Willi,  head  of  the  RKO 
Eastern  talent  department,  is  in  Chi- 

cago for  a  week. • 

Eldon  Wynn,  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Spencer  Circuit  unit  in  Digby, 

N.  B.,  is  the  first  theatre  manager 
called  under  Canadian  conscription. 
R.  A.  Fielding  will  substitute  at  the 
tbeatre. 

• 
Sidney    Bloomfield,    manager  of 

the   Ideal,   Philadelphia,   became  the 
father  of  a  son  a  few  days  ago. 

• 

J.  Lalor  Joyce,  manager  of  the 
Hippodrome,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  will  be 
married  Thanksgiving  Day  to  Esther 
C.  Rosar  of  Scranton  at  St.  Mary's Church  in  South  Scranton. 

• 

Ernest  Dodds,  owner  of  the  Pal- 
ace, Lake  Placid,  N.  Y. ;  Vivian 

Sweet  of  the  Star,  Greenwich,  Conn., 
and  Charles  Orr  of  the  Fairhaven 

in  Fairhaven,  Vt.,  visited  the  World's Fair  this  week. 
• 

Charles  S.  Chaplin,  manager  of 
the  United  Artists  exchange  in  St. 
John,  N.  B.,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association in  his  city.  Mitchell  Franklin, 
manager  of  the  Mayfair,  was  named 
a  director. 

• 

Amelia  "Billie"  Martire,  secre- 
tary to  Bert  Sanford  at  Altec,  and 

Martin  Bender,  engineer  for  the 
company,  have  announced  their  en- 
gagement. 

A 
H.  BLANK  arrived  from  Des 

■  Moines  yesterday. 

Bob  Sisk  will  leave  for  the  Coast 
today. 

• 
Harry  Cohn,  Harry  L.  Gold, 

James  Mulvey  and  Hal  Horne 
lunching  at  Lindy's  (5lst  St.)  yester- 
day. 

• 

David  Bernstein,  Robert  O'Don- nell,  Eddie  Grainger,  Sam  Rinzler, 
George  Skouras,  Max  Dreyfus  and 
Ed  Saunders  lunching  yesterday  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. • 

Fred  Schwartz,  George  Dembow, 
Si  Fabian,  Mort  Spring,  Jack  Kirk- 
land,  Arthur  Loew,  Arthur  Krecke, 
Joseph  Rosthal,  Dave  Blum, 
Charles  Sonin,  I.  E.  Lopert  and 
Arthur  Krim  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Sardi's. 
• 

Jack  Cohn,  Abe  Montague,  Louis 
J.  Barbano,  Monroe  Greenthal, 
Ben  Boyar,  Morris  Kinzler,  Sam 
Shain,  Milton  Silver,  William 
Fitelson,  Charles  Paine,  Fred  Mc- 
Connell,  Ed  Schwartz,  Jeffrey 
Bernerd,  Arthur  Lee,  Alan  Freed- 
man,  Joseph  Malcolm,  Jack  Mayer 
and  Sam  Citron  at  the  Tavern  yes- 

terday for  lunch. • 
Robert  Wolff,  Arche  Mayer, 

Irving  Shapiro  and  Lou  Weinberg 
at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yes- 

terday for  lunch. • 
Sam  Lefko,  RKO  salesman  in  the 

Allentown,  Pa.,  territory,  is  the  fath- 
er of  a  son,  born  this  week  at  Frank- 

ford  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 
• 

June  Finley,  cashier  at  the  Hart 
Theatre, Wilkes-Barre,  will  be  married 
next  month  to  John  Keating  of  Ed- wardsville,  Pa. 

• 

Mrs.  Al  Robbins,  wife  of  the  oper- 
ator of  the  Strand,  Hamden,  Conn., 

is  at  New  Haven  Hospital. 

Harris  and  Ellis 

Talk  Affiliation 
Jack  Ellis,  president  of  the  Motion 

Picture  Associates,  with  Moe  Streim- 
er,  vice-president,  and  Morris  Sanders 
met  yesterday  with  John  H.  Harris 
of  Pittsburgh,  national  president  of 
the  Variety  Clubs,  and  Robert  F. 
O'Donnell  of  Dallas,  to  discuss  a 
proposal  that  the  New  York  organiza- 

tion become  a  local  Variety  Club. 
The  discussion  was  said  to  be  only 
in  preliminary  stages,  and  another 
meeting  was  set  for  next  month. 

Buchanan  to  Handle 

Ads  on  'Pot  o'  Gold' James  Roosevelt  has  selected  Bu- 
chanan &  Co.,  Inc.,  as  the  advertising 

agency  to  handle  an  extensive  adver- 

tising campaign  on  the  film,  "Pot  o' 
Gold,"  a  United  Artists  release.  The 
national  campaign  is  scheduled  to  ap- 

pear during  December,  January  and 
February,  including  national  maga- 

zines, newspapers,  trade  papers  and 
billboards. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Oct.  23. — Speaker 
Sam  Rayburn  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  attend  the  testimonial  dinner  being 
tendered  Postmaster  Frank  C.  Walker 
at  the  Hotel  Casey  here  on  Monday. 
The  Lackawanna  County  Democratic 
Committee,  sponsors  of  the  dinner, 
announced  it  expects  to  have  National 
Democratic  Chairman  Edward  J. 

Flynn  and  James  A.  Farley,  Walker' predecessor,  as  guests  also. 

Bernie  to  m.  c.  Walker  Fete 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  23. — Ben  Ber- 

nie will  be  toastmaster  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Variety  Club  annual  banquet 

at  the  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel  on 
Dec.  12  with  Postmaster  General 
Frank  C.  Walker  as  guest  of  honor. 

Now  It's  an  Apartment  House 
Mexico  City,  Oct.  23. 

TP  XHIBITORS  and  investors  in  film  theatre  construction  here  are 
puzzled  about  the  odd  action  of  the  Municipal  Government  in 

forbidding  the  Cine  M'etropolitano,  which  was  to  have  been  a  5,000-seat theatre,  to  open  when  the  house  was  half  finished.  The  Government 
explained  that  as  the  Metropolitano  is  directly  opposite  fire  headquar- 

ters, patrons'  automobiles  would  obstruct  the  fire  engines,  as  there  is 
no  other  parking  space  close  at  hand. 

It  is  considered  strange  that  the  Civic  Government  should  make  this 
discovery  when  the  theatre  was  almost  ready  to  open,  since  the  Govern- 

ment approved  plans  for  the  theatre.  The  owners  hope  to  retrieve 
their  considerable  investment  by  converting  the  theatre  into  an  apart- ment house. 

Picture  Pioneers  to 

Hold  Dinner  Tonight 
The  Picture  Pioneers  will  hold  their 

Fall  conference  dinner  in  the  Belve- 
dere Room  of  the  Hotel  Astor  tonight, 

with  Jack  Cohn,  house  manager,  in 
charge  of  the  expected  excitement. 

Tonight's  affair  will  be  known  as 
"Circus  Night  at  the  Astor,"  and  will 
be  featured  by  the  "world  premiere" of  a  theme  song  composed  by  Benny 
Davis  for  the  Pioneers,  called 
"Twenty-Five  Years  Ago."  Marvin 
Schenck  is  chairman  of  the  entertain- ment committee.  The  show  will  start 
at  7  P.M.,  when  the  Circus  Side  Show 
will  be  opened.  Hal  Hode  is  chair- man of  the  arrangements  committee. 
Thirty  new  members  will  be  initiated. 

M.  P.  P.  Employe  and 
Mother  Found  Dead 

Hollywood,  Oct.  23. — Geraldine 
Espe,  38,  secretary  for  the  past  seven 
years  in  the  office  of  the  Association 
of  Motion  Picture  Producers,  and 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Bertha  V.  Sole,  60, 
were  found  dead  yesterday  in  an  auto- 

mobile on  a  lonely  road.  The  cir- 
cumstances seemed  to  indicate  a  sui- 

cide pact,  authorities  said.  Business 
associates  said  that  Miss  Espe  had 
been  absent  from  her  office  several 
days  without  explanation. 

Louella  Parsons  Party 
Louella  Parsons  and  her  Hollywood 

company  opening  at  Loew's  State  to- day will  be  given  a  cocktail  party  at 
the  Stork  Club  tomorrow,  with  the 
press  invited. 
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Allied  Rejects 

Myers'  Consent 

Decree  Stand 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

tion  to  the  proposed  consent  de- 
cree, including  the  provision  re- 

garding the  five-picture  group  sell- 
ing and  trade  showing  and  also  in- 

cluding other  provisions  which 
either  by  omission  or  commission 
tend  to  perpetuate  the  monopoly 

in  exhibition,  distribution  and  pro- 

duction of  motion  pictures." 
National  Allied's  stand  in  opposition 

to  the  decree  aligns  the  organization 

with  every  other  major  exhibitor  or- 
ganization in  the  country,  with  some 

of  which,  such  as  the  M.P.T.O.A. 
and  the  Paramount  theatre  operating 

affiliates,  it  has  never  been  in  agree- 
ment on  any  major  trade  issue  be- fore. 

Wilby  Unable 
To  See  Decree  Draft 

Robert  Wilby,  chairman  of  the  Par- 
amount theatre  associates  group  op- 

posing the  proposed  consent  decree, 
yesterday  expressed  the  belief  that  the 

draft  would  not  be  made  public  "un- til after  the  national  election,  Nov. 

5." 
Wilby  came  to  New  York  from 

Charlotte  immediately  upon  hearing 
that  an  agreement  had  been  reached 
on  the  decree,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  draft  for  study  before  for- 

mulating his  plans  for  opposing  its 
adoption.  He  said,  however,  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  obtain  a  copy  be- 

cause, he  was  told,  "it  is  still  incom- 
plete and  undergoing  further  changes." 

Wilby  said  he  would  return  to 
Charlotte  today  but  would  come  back 
to  New  York  "whenever  it's  possible 
to  see  the  decree"  and  plan  his  action 
in  opposition  to  it. 

Apprised  of  the  decision  of  Allied 
States  national  board  to  oppose  the 
decree,  Wilby  commented :  "That 
makes  it  unanimous." 

Work  Begun 
On  Master  Draft 
Work  on  the  master  draft  of  the 

consent  decree  was  begun  yesterday. 
This  final  draft  will  stand  unchanged 
in  principle  and  substance  from  the 
Aug.  3  draft,  despite  several  revisions 
and  additions  which  have  been  made 
since,  officials  said  yesterday.  These 
alterations  have  been  of  a  minor  char- 

acter only,  it  was  said. 
Industry  authorities  expressed  the 

belief  that  the  master  draft  will  not 
be  ready  in  time  for  submission  to 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
next  Tuesday,  contrary  to  what  has 
been  anticipated  by  Government  rep- 

resentatives, ft  was  also  said  that 
there  is  practically  no  likelihood  of 
the  decree  being  made  public  before  it 
is  submitted  to  the  court. 

Revisions  of  the  Fox  West  Coast 
and  Balaban  &  Katz  consent  decrees, 
to  incorporate  the  changes  agreed 
upon  this  week  and  bring  them  in  con- 

formance with  the  New  -  York  decree, 
were  completed  yesterday  by  Assist- 

ant Attorneys  General  James  Hayes 
and  Robert  Sher.  The  latter  left  for 
Washington  last  night  with  the  re- 

vised documents. 

Disney  and  McMath  Are 

Presented  SMPE  Awards 

Hollywood,  Oct.  23. — Walt  Disney 
tonight  was  awarded  the  annual  Prog- 

ress Medal  of  the  Society  of  Motion 
Picture  Engineers  for  developing  the 
cartoon  to  its  present  position  as  an 
entertainment  medium. 
At  the  Society's  annual  banquet, 

where  the  award  was  made,  Robert 
D.  M'cMath  of  the  McMath-Hulbert 
Observatory  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  was  given  the  annual  Jour- 

nal Award  for  the  outstanding  paper 
published  in  the  S.M.P.E.  Journal  last 
year.  Titled  "The  Surface  of  the 
Nearest  Star,"  McMath's  paper  de- scribed his  successful  experiments  in 
taking  films  of  the  surface  of  the 
sun.  McMath  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Motors  Metal  Manufactur- 

ing Co. 
The  banquet  tonight  was  the  high- 

light of  the  third  day's  activities  of 
the  S.M.P.E.  47th  semi-annual  con- 

vention at  the  Hollywood  Roosevelt 

Hotel  here,    ft  was  attended  by  350. 
The  newly  elected  officers  were  in- 

troduced at  the  banquet  by  E.  A. 
Williford,  retiring  president.  Enter- 

tainment and  dancing  concluded  the 
banquet.  Rudy  Vallee  and  his  radio 
troupe  supplied  the  entertainment. 
There  were  no  technical  sessions 

scheduled  this  afternoon,  while  this 
morning  was  devoted  to  a  disc  re- 

cording session. 
Among  the  papers  read  were  the 

following :  "A  Portable  Disc  Record- 
ing-Reproducing Machine,"  by  J.  C. Davidson  and  C.  C.  Davis,  Erpi ; 

"Orthacoustic  Disc  Recording  and 
Reproduction,"  by  H.  J.  Hasbrouck, 
Jr.,  RCA  Manufacturing  Co. ;  "An 
Improved  Playback  Horn  Equipment," 
by  C.  R.  Daily,  Paramount;  "Some Developments  in  8mm.  High-Intensity 
Positive  Carbons,"  by  D.  B.  Joy,  Na- 

tional Carbon  Co.,  and  "Quarter- 
Wave  Method  of  Loud  Speaker  Test- 

ing," by  S.  L.  Reiches,  Cleveland. 

Conn,  Allied  Starts 

Membership  Drive 
New  Haven,  Oct.  23. — Shepherd 

S.  Epstein  of  Boston  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Allied  Theatre  Owners 

of  Connecticut  to  conduct  a  member- 
ship campaign  throughout  Connecti- 
cut. A  meeting  yesterday  was  ad- 

dressed by  Arthur  K.  Howard,  busi- 
ness agent  of  the  Boston  Allied  group 

and  Frank  Lydon,  national  regional 
director. 

In  urging  Connecticut  exhibitors  to 
join  the  ranks  of  Allied  without  de- 

lay, Executive  Secretary  Lawrence  C. 
Caplan  stated :  "With  the  consent  de- cree almost  a  certainty,  and  with  the 
problems  which  will  undoubtedly 
arise  therefrom,  and  need  explanation 
and  clarification,  it  will  be  more  im- 

portant than  ever  for  theatre  opera- 
tors to  be  well  organized." 

E.  T.  Beedle  Heads 

Western  Pa,  Allied 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  23. — E.  T.  Beedle 
of  Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  was  elected  pres- 

ident of  Allied  M.P.T.O.  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  succeeding  M.  A.  Ro- 

senberg, at  the  closing  session  of  the 
organization's  annual  convention  here 
yesterday. 

Other  officers  elected  are:  Harry 
Walker,  vice-president,  succeeding 
Beedle ;  Joseph  Gellman,  reelected 
treasurer,  and  Fred  Herrington,  re- 

elected secretary.  Directors  are :  Carl 
Poke  and  William  Walker,  reelected, 
and  M.  A.  Rosenberg. 

Writ  Halts  Ban  on 

Bingo  in  Ohio  Town 
Middletown,  O.,  Oct.  23. — Bingo 

has  been  restored  to  its  former  status 
here,  and  for  the  present  will  con- 

tinue unmolested  through  a  temporary 
injunction  granted  the  St.  John 
Church  by  Common  Pleas  Judge  P. P.  Boli. 

This  action  is  the  sequel  to  a  simi- 
lar procedure  instituted  by  Northio 

Theatres,  Inc.,  which  last  week  ob- 
tained a  temporary  restraining  order 

in  Common  Pleas  Court  to  prevent 
police  interference  with  Sweepstakes 
at  the  Paramount.  Both  Sweepstakes 
and  Bingo  were  discontinued  when  a 
City  Council  ordinance,  making  oper- 

ation of  the  games  illegal,  became  ef- fective Oct.  5. 

Publicity  Guild 

Seeks  Closed  Shop 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

final  decision  will  be  made  on  scales. 
Informal  conferences  with  five  ma- 

jor companies  will  start  today  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board,  and  two  more  com- 

panies will  meet  with  the  Guild  to- 
morrow. The  conferences  will  be  con- 

ducted by  Charles  Kramer,  N.L.R.B. 
field  examiner. 
The  Guild  seeks  designation  as  col- 

lective bargaining  agency.  The  com- 
panies are  asking  that  a  unit  for  bar- 

gaining be  determined  first  and  that 
the  Guild  present  proof  that  it  repre- 

sents the  mjajority  of  employes  in 
such  units. 

'Dictator9  Set  in  3  Ohio  Cities 

Cleveland,  Oct.  23. — "The  Great 
Dictator"  will  open  here  at  Loew's 
Stillman  on  Nov.  1  with  a  policy  of 
continuous  run  at  advanced  prices 
during  the  day  and  reserved  seats  at 
night. 
The  film  is  scheduled  to  open  at 

Loew's  Broad  in  Columbus  also  on 
Nov.  1,  and  at  Loew's  in  Dayton  on 
Oct.  31.    Both  of  the  latter  engage- 

ments will  be  on  a  continuous  run 
policy  at  advanced  prices. 

See  Three  Weeks  in  Boston 

Boston,  Oct.  23. — A  minimum  run 
of  three  weeks  is  expected  by  offi- 

cials here  for  "The  Great  Dictator," 
which  will  open  at  Loew's  State  and Orpheum  here  Oct.  31.  Policy  will  be 
continuous  at  75  cents  matinees  and 
$1.10  top  nights. 

Hays  to  Meet 

Kennedy  on 

British  Pact 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

in  London  and  half  made  available 
for  withdrawal  to  this  country. 

Universal  will  again  make  a  sep^ 
arate  agreement,  the  basis  of  whicf 
as  was  the  case  last  year,  will  coin- 

cide with  the  terms  made  with  the 
other  seven  companies.  That  is,  under 
its  new  agreement,  it  will  be  allo- 

cated a  flat  sum  representing  its  aggre- 
gate annual  business,  which  will  be 

one-third  less  than  that  allocated  it 
last  year.  Half  of  this  amount  will 
be  blocked  and  the  other  half  will  be 
available  for  withdrawal. 
A  further  condition  attaches  to  the 

new  British  proposal  to  the  Ameri- 
can companies,  which  is  that  one- fourth  of  the  sum  designated  for 

withdrawal  from  London  will  be  held 

in  reserve  there  on  an  "if  earned" basis.  This  condition  is  imposed  due 
to  the  wartime  uncertainties  of  the- 

atre operation  in  Britain,  where  many 
theatres  in  the  London  area  have 
been  destroyed  or  closed  during  the 
year  and  others  throughout  the  Brit- ish Isles  are  on  limited  operating 
schedules.  This  one-fourth  of  the 
withdrawal  allotment  held  in  reserve 
would  be  available  for  remittance  to 
New  York  if,  at  the  end  of  the  new 
one-year  agreement,  the  company's earnings  are  equal  to  or  more  than 
the  allocated  sums. 
Ambassador  Kennedy  is  scheduled 

to  arrive  by  Clipper  either  tomorrow 
or  Monday,  dependent  on  weather  and 
flying  conditions.  Efforts  to  arrange 
a  meeting  between  him  and  Hays  will 
be  made  as  soon  after  his  arrival  as 

possible. The  M.P.P.D.A.  board  discussed 
the  new  British  proposal  at  a  meet- 

ing this  week  at  which  Hays  pre- 
sided. 

Knaut  Photophone 

Foreign  Sales  Head 
J.  M.  Knaut,  in  charge  of  financial 

and  accounting  activities  for  the  past 
eight  years  for  RCA  Victor  Argen- 

tina, at  Buenos  Aires,  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  RCA  Photo- 

phone  sales  in  the  RCA  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  international  division. 

Knaut  will  maintain  headquarters 
at  Camden,  N.  J.  His  new  post  filled 
a  vacancy  created  when  Van  Hess 
Philip  reported  for  military  duty  on 
Sept.  1.  Jay  D.  Cook,  international 
division  manager,  has  named  E.  M. 
Roberts,  former  vice-president  in 
China,  to  a  similar  post  in  Argentina, 
Dan  Des  Foldes,  with  international 
record  sales  at  Camden,  has  been  as- 

signed to  recording  and  record  sales 
in  Argentina,  and  G.  G.  Connelly,  for- 

merly on  domestic  record  sales,  has 
been  named  manager  of  artists  and 
repertoire,  succeeding  Des  Foldes. 

Coast  Group  Arrives 
For  Chicago  Opening 

Chicago,  Oct.  23. — Paramount's  stu- dio delegation  arrived  here  today  for 
the  American  premiere  here  tomorrow 
evening  of  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  at  the  Chicago  and  State-Lake theatres. 
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Feature  Review 

"Meet  the  Wildcat" 
(  Universal) 

BLENDING  melodrama  and  comedy,  the  latter  predominating,  "Meet 
the  Wildcat"  apparently  was  made  expressly  for  laughs.  Audience 

reaction  at  the  Rialto  on  Broadway  proved  the  success  of  the  design.  Re- 
peated laughter  evidenced  approval  of  the  comedy,  while  instances  where 

I >  1_,e  story  faltered  were  overlooked.  On  the  whole,  the  film  is  entertaining. 
fjt^Ralph  Bellamy  and  Margaret  Lindsay  are  in  the  top  roles,  Bellamy 

as  a  New  York  detective  posing  as  a  thief,  "the  Wildcat,"  in  Mexico  City, 
and  Miss  Lindsay  as  a  photographer  for  "Squint"  magazine.  Both  are 
highly  effective.  Joseph  Schildkraut,  Jerome  Cowan  and  Allan  Jenkins 
are  good  as  ever,  and  other  members  of  the  cast  give  convincing  per- 
formances. 

Alex  Gottlieb's  story  and  screenplay  are  vigorous,  while  Arthur  Lu- 
bin's  direction  maintains  a  fast  pace  throughout.  Joseph  G.  Sanford  was 
associate  producer. 

Running  time,  62  minutes.  "G."* 

*  "G"  denotes  general  audience  classification. 

'Band'  Draws  Big 

$16,000,  Cleveland 

Cleveland,  Oct.  23. — "Strike  Up 
the  Band"  grossed  $16,000  at  Loew's 
State.  The  "Bali,  Bali  Revue"  on  the 
stage  at  the  RKO  Palace  and  the 
"Great  Profile"  also  drew  $16,000. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week 

ending  Oct.  17 : 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman"  (20th-Fox) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME — (3,800)  (33c- 

39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average, 
$11,000) 
"Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  PALACE—  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c)  Bali, 

Bali  Revue,  7  days.  Gross:  $16,000.  (Aver- age, $13,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.   Gross:   $16,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
LOEW'S    STILLM  AN— (1,900)  (33c-39c- 47c)  7  days.    Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Money-  and  the  Woman"  (W.B.) 
"Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) LAKE— (900)  (28c-40c)  7  days.  Gross: 
$1,000.   (Average,  $1,500) 

'Parade'  Montreal 
Winner  at  $10,500 

Montreal,  Oct.  23. — The  observ- 
ance of  the  Canadian  Thanksgiving 

during  the  week  helped  appreciably. 
"Spring  Parade"  tallied  $10,500  at  the 
Palace.  "Boom  Town"  grossed  $8,900 
in  its  second  week  at  Loew's. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week 

ending  Oct.  18 : 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CAPITOL— (2,547)       (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $6,900.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)  (30c-40c-60c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,900.  (Average, 

$8,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) ORPHEUM— (919)    (25c-35c-50c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $5,000.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
PALACE  —  (2,600)      (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $10,500.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 

Club  Party  Arranged 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  23. — The  Cincin- 

nati Variety  Club  will  stage  a  Hallo- 
we'en party  in  the  club  rooms  next 

Thursday  night  which  will  be  at- 
tended by  Tyrone  Power,  who  will  be 

here  for  the  premiere  of  "The  Mark 
of  Zorro." 

'Pastor  HaW  Gets 

$10,800  in  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Oct.  23.— "Pastor  Hall" at  the  Twentieth  Century  grossed 

$10,800.  "Down  Argentine  Way"  and 
"Sky  Murder"  at  the  Great  Lakes drew  $10,200. 

Estimated  takings  for  the'  week  end- ing Oct.  19: 
"Knute  Rockne— All   American"    (W.  B.) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)    (35c-40c-60c)   7  days. Gross:  $11,800.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (2ttth-Fox) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
GREAT     LAKES— (3,000)      (35c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $10,200.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"The  Westerner"   (U.  A.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
HIPPODROME — (2,100)  (35c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  run.  Gross:  $5,200.  (Average,  $6,800) 
"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
"The  Earl  of  Puddlestone"  (Rep.) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

40c)  7  days.  Gross:  $10,800.  (Average, $7,500) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"The  Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE— (-3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $6,300) 

'Rockne9  Is  Smash 
$10,400  in  Omaha 

Omaha,  Oct.  23.— The  Orpheum 
and  Omaha  took  the  town's  business. 
"Strike  Up  the  Band,"  single-featured 
at  the  Omaha,  garnered  $9,200. 
"Knute  Rockne  —  All  American" 
scored  a  smash  $10,400  at  the  Or- 

pheum. The  weather  was  clear  and cool. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  16-17: 

"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) "Before  I  Hang"  (Col.) 
BRANDIES — (1,200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,300.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $9,200.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) "River's  End"  (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $10:400.  (Average,  $7,200) 

Henry  Armetta  Signed 
Hollywood,  Oct.  23.— Henry  Ar- 

metta today  was  signed  to  a  four- 
picture  deal  by  T.  H.  Richmond  Pro- 

ductions, which  will  release  through 
Producers  Releasing  Corp.,  headed  by 
Harry  Rathner. 

Sack  Dissolved  in  N.  Y. 
Albany,  Oct.  23.— Dissolution  of 

authority  to  conduct  business  in  New 
York  State  has  been  filed  here  by 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises,  Inc., Dallas. 
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Showmanship  Flashes 
Pre-Release  Run  of 

'Liberty'  Set  in  Pa. 
Joins  Metro  Honor  Roll 
With  'Band'  Campaign 

Ed  Fitzpatrick,  manager  of  Loew's 
Poli,  Waterbury,  is  the  second  exhi- 

bitor to  win  the  M-G-M  Honor  Roll 
exploitation  button,  won  for  his  cam- 

paign on  "Strike  Up  the  Band."  The highlights  of  his  campaign  included  an 
opening  day  march  to  the  theatre  by 
the   orchestras   of  three   local  high 

Ir^hools,  cooperation  of  a  Rooney-Gar- 
'Kand  fan  club,  a  doubles  contest  spon- 

sored by  a  local  radio  station,  exten- 
sive window  displays  and  promotion 

i  with  music  stores,  and    a  nine-foot 
lobby  cutout  of  a  trap-drum  on  a 
platform. 

Girls  in  South  American 

Dress  Used  on  'Argentine' 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  23.— Al  Reh, 

manager  of  Warners'  Stanley,  re- cruited a  corp  of  models  dressed  in 
South  American  fashion  for  "Down 
Argentine  Way."  The  girls  were taken  out  to  the  football  stadiums 
during  the  games,  where  they 
handed  out  heralds  on  the  picture. 

Senft  Did  Capitol 
;  "Dictator"  Displays 

Al  Senft  is  credited  with  the  im- 
posing and  impressive  theatre  front 

and  marquee  material  used  at  the 
Broadway  Capitol  for  the  showing 
of  "The  Great  Dictator." 

Distinctive  Columbia 
Brochure  on  'Arizona' 

Columbia  has  prepared  a  distinctive 
36-page,  illustrated  brochure,  bound  in 
imprinted  copper  covers,  for  distribu- 

tion to  exhibitors  as  part  of  its  cam- 
paign on  "Arizona."  Profusely  illus- 
trated with  scenes  from  the  picture, 

it  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  story, 
statistics  concerning  the  production 
and  a  brief,  historical  background  of 
the  "old  Tuscon,"  the  picture's  locale. The  brochure  was  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  Maurice  Bergman,  Col- 
Lumbia  advertising  and  publicity  direc- tor. 

String  on  Finger  Plugs 
'Third  Finger'  Date 

I    Baltimore,   Oct.  23. — In  connec- 
tion with  the  showing  of  "Third 

[[Finger,  Left  Hand"  at  Loew's  Cen- ,ury,  George  Avis  had  ushers  hand 
Ml  patrons  a  short  piece  of  string 
is  they  entered  the  theatre  during 
j  ;he  week  in  advance  of  the  picture. 
Instructions  were  flashed  on  the 

screen  to  "tie  the  piece  of  string I  »n  your  third  finger  as  a  reminder 
'  o  come  next  week  and  see  'Third 
linger,  Left  Hand.' " 

'hone  Calls  Used 
ror  'Boom  Town'  Run 
York,  Pa.,  Oct.  23.— Ed  Moore, 

nanager  of  Warners'  Strand,  de- 
iended  on  a  psychological  effect  in 
-lugging   "Boom   Town."     He  had 
,elephone  calls  made  at  hotels,  de- 
artment  stores  and  other  establish- 
nents  employing  a  large  number  of 
eople.  When  the  phone  was 
nswered,  the  "hello"  was  greeted 
nth :  "When  is  'Boom  Town'  com- 
ig?"  The  called  person  invariably 
sked,  "Whom  are  you  calling?"  to 
mich  the  caller  answered,  "Isn't  this 

fie  Strand  Theatre?" 

Pigeons  Carry  Copy  on 
'Dispatch  from  Reuter's' 

As  part  of  its  campaign  on  "A  Dis- 
patch from  Reuter's,"  Warners  sent 

live  pigeons  to  leading  exhibitors  and 
newspaper  editors  over  the  country, 
with  personal  letters  from  Gradwell 
L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager,  and 
Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  advertis- 

ing and  publicity.  The  pigeons,  carry- 
ing copy  on  the  film,  were  shipped  by 

express.  Edward  G.  Robinson,  who 
stars,  is  giving  the  film  a  four-week 
plug  on  his  regular  radio  programs. 

Cooperative  Full-Page 
Ad  Used  for  'Rockne' 

Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  23. — A  full- 
page  cooperative  ad  was  prepared  by 
Max  Tschauder  of  the  Roxy  here  on 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American."  In 
the  form  of  a  large  football  stadium, 
with  playdate  material  hand-lettered  in 
the  center,  the  ad  included,  around  the 
oval  sides,  spot  ads  taken  by  local 
merchants,  with  copy  based  on  the 
film. 

Millard  Artist  on 
'Hit  Parade*  Pressbook 
The  attractive  and  colorful  cover 

on  the  over-size  pressbook  prepared 
for  the  Republic  musical,  "Hit  Parade 
of  1941,"  was  the  work  of  C.  E.  Mil- lard. 

Holds  Band  Contest 

For  'Strike  Up  Band' 
State  College,  Pa.,  Oct.  23.— Paul 

O.  Klingler,  manager  of  the  Rialto 
here,  and  Charles  Baron,  M-G-M 
field  representative,  conducted  a 
dance  band  contest  for  "Strike  Up 
the  Band."  Four  dance  orchestras 
competed  for  honors  in  front  of 
the  theatre. 

Run  King  Contest 
On  'Mounted'  Serial 
Hazleton,  Pa.,  Oct.  23. — In  con- 

nection with  the  first  showing  of  the 
serial,  "King  of  the  Royal  Mounted," 
Carl  Pfeil,  manager  of  the  Alton,  of- 

fered a  bicycle  to  the  child  chosen 
King  or  Queen  of  the  Junior  Royal 
Mounties.  A  boy  was  later  crowned 
king  at  coronation  ceremonies  in  the 
lobby  prior  to  a  special  children's  pro- gram. Free  membership  cards  in  the 
Junior  Royal  Mounties  were  pre- 

sented to  children  who  attended  the 
performance. 

Plug  Sadie  Hawkins  Day 
As  'Li'l  Abner'  Stunt 

RKO  is  promoting  "Sadie  Haw- 
kins Day"  in  connection  with  the 

showing  of  the  picture,  "Li'l  Abner." Sadie  Hawkins  is  a  character  in  the 
newspaper  cartoon  comic  strip 
from  which  the  picture  was  adapted. 
Suggested  is  a  foot-race,  with  wom- 

en chasing  men. 

Dance  Contest  Used 
On  'Argentine'  Way 
New  Haven,  Oct.  23.— LaConga 

dance  contests  at  the  Bijou  and  Globe, 
Bridgeport,  to  herald  the  opening  of 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  were  so  suc- 

cessful that  Loew's  scheduled  a  simi- 
lar contest  at  the   Palace,  Meriden. 

To  Reopen  in  Phila. 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  23. — Leo  Posel 

will  reopen  his  Benner  Theatre  short- 
ly before  the  Christmas  holidays. 

The  feature,  "Land  of  Liberty,"  the 
industry's  contribution  to  the  World's Fairs  in  New  York  and  San  Fran- 

cisco, which  is  being  distributed  na- 
tionally by  M-G-M,  will  be  given  a 

special  pre-release  engagement  in 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  on  Nov.  12.  The 
national  release  date  has  not  yet  been 
determined. 

The  distribution  will  be  on  a  non- 
profit basis,  with  the  net  amount  de- 

rived from  the  release  to  go  for  wel- 
fare work  among  soldiers  and  sailors 

by  the  American  Red  Cross  and  simi- 
lar organizations. 

Curtail  Authority  of 

SAG  Extra  Council 

Hollywood,  Oct.  23. — The  extras' Class  B  Council  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  last  night  was  notified  by  the 
S.A.G.  board  of  directors  that  proxy 
voting  by  the  council  members  has 
been  abolished,  the  guild's  welfare 
committee  has  been  eliminated  be- 

cause of  confusion  between  it  and  the 
Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund,  and  that 
no  Class  B  members  henceforth  will 
be  permitted  to  serve  on  the  admis- sion committee. 

The  move  in  effect  clips  the  author- 
ity of  the  Class  B  Council,  the  govern- 
ing body  for  extra  players. 

New  Theatre  Company 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Oct.  23. — J.  S. 
Duss  and  associates  have  formed  the 
St.  Johns  Amusement  Corp.  here. 

'Argentina'  Is 

Seattle's  Best, 

Draws  $8,200 

Seattle,  Oct.  23. — "Down  Argen- 
tine Way"  and  "The  Great  Profile" 

took  a  good  $8,200  at  the  Fifth  Ave- 
nue. The  weather  was  cool  and  some- what rainy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  18: "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 

BLUE   MOUSE— (950)    (30c-40c)   7  days. 
Gross:  $3,000.     (Average,  $4,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FIFTH  AVENUEM2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,200.  (Average. 

$7,000) "Foreign  Correspondent"   (U.  A.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $4,500.  (Average, 

$5,000) "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $4,200.  (Average, 

$4,000) "Knute  Rockne,  Ail-American"  (W.  B.) "South  to  Karanga"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $4,900.    (Average,  $6,000) "Scatterbrain"  (Repub.) 

"The  Tenderfoot"  (Repub.) 
PALOMAR—  (1,500)    (30c-40c-50c)   7  days. 

Thurston's  Magic  Show  on  stage.  Gross: $6,000.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,400.  (Average, 

$6,000) 

Get  Schenectady  House 
Albany,  Oct.  23. — L.  J.  Carkey, 

who  operates  the  Family,  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  will  take  over  the  Metro, 
Schenectady,  shortly. 

..who  met  death  pray- 

ing that  this  time  Ol ey 

would  leave  the  sea 

and  go  back  home. 

YANK,  played  by  Ward  Bond,  is  one  of 

the  unforgettable  characters  in  JOHN  FORD'S 

production  of  Eugene  O'Neill's  "THE  LONG 

VOYAGE  HOME"  which  Daily  Variety  calls  "A 
certain  contender  for  the  Academy  Award,  with 

thrilling  storms  comparable  to  'The  Hurricane'." 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

Parking  Problem 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  23.  —  No- 

parking  signs  for  theatre 
zones  will  soon  be  made 
available  to  theatre  owners, 
who  have  long  complained 
of  much  laxity  in  enforcing 
the  ordinance  regulating  such 
traffic.  However,  since  no  ap- 

propriation had  been  made  by 
the  city  for  the  signs,  the 
cost,  to  be  determined,  must 
be  borne  by  the  exhibitors, 
who  have  been  paying  a  SlO1 
yearly  fee  for  the  use  of  a 
"No  Loading  Zone"  sign, which  has  been  ineffective. 

Off  the  Antenna 

NBC  officials  have  no  immediate  plans  for  a  starting  date  for  the  resump- 
tion of  regular  programs  on  television,  it  was  said  last  night.  The  idea, 

at  present,  is  to  "test"  various  types  of  equipment  on  an  irregular  schedule. 
Officials  refuse  to  say  that  they  are  waiting  for  the  National  Television  Sys- 

tems Committee  to  agree  on  standards  but  it  is  not  likely  that  NBC  will  make 
any  large  expenditures  for  programs  before  there  is  some  indication  the  new 
medium  is  on  fairly  stable  ground.  One  exception  is  under  consideration. 
If  some  graphic  program  idea  is  presented  which  will  give  a  good  visual 
presentation  of  election  returns,  superior  to  that  which  aural  radio  can 
achieve,  NBC  may  attempt  an  elaborate  program  on  Election  Night.  Com- 

mercial broadcasting  is  generally  dated  from  the  broadcasting  of  the  Harding- election  returns  and  there  is  considerable  sentimental  desire  to  put  over  a  smash 
television  show  from  which  the  new  art  can  be  said  to  have  started. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Niles  Trammel! ,  Douglas  Mesewey,  Ken  Dyke,  Ronald 
MacDougall,  W.  S.  Robert,  Tom  Bennet,  Edward  Pola,  A.  A.  Schecter,  19 
actors  and  six  actresses  left  last  night  for  White  Sulphur  Springs  to  present 
the  Ad-Ribbers  annual  show  at  the  Association  of  National  Advertisers  con- 

vention. .  .  .  Tom  Neely  has  joined  NBC  spot  and  local  sales  department.  .  .  . 
Elmo  Roper,  conductor  of  the  Fortune  survey,  will  discuss  election  returns 
over  CBS  Nov.  5.  .  .  .  Eddy  Duchin  and  his  orchestra  will  appear  on  the 
"Fitch  Bandwagon"  Sunday  at  7:30  over  NBC-Red.  .  .  .  John  Mason  Brown, 
Post  drama  critic,  will  be  guest  on  "Information,  Please"  over  NBC-Blue 
Tuesday  at  8 :3C  P.M.  .  .  .  Maj.  Paid  C.  Raborg,  WHN  military  commenta- 

tor, will  speak  on  "Preparedness"  to  the  Rotary  Club  at  the  Hotel  Com- modore today. 
•  •  • 

The  Ascap  music  festival  at  the  World's  Fair  will  not  be  broadcast 
today  with  both  sides  holding  fast  to  their  orginal  positions.  Ascap 
claims  it  is  being  "boycotted"  by  radio  and  the  networks  point  out  that 
they  were  not  even  asked  to  provide  time  for  the  show. •  •  • 

Up  to  a  late  hour  last  night,  the  extent  of  the  network  which  will  carry 
John  L.  Lewis'  speech  tomorrow  night  could  not  be  learned.  Lewis  has  re- 

quested the  entire  station  list  on  NBC-Red,  CBS  and  Mutual  but  not  all  sta- 
tions will  clear  time.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that  since  Lewis  is  not  a  politi- 

cal candidate  himself  and  the  C.I.O.  is  buying  time,  not  any  of  the  parties, 
a  station  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  clear  time  for  the  program  if  it  wishes 
to  do  so. •  •  • 

Program  News:  IVOR  will  record  the  Mutual  dramatisation  of  "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  tonight  and  put  it  on  the  air  tomorrow  at  4:15  P.M. 
.  .  .  Schwartsman  Fur  Co.  is  sponsoring  Mary  Allen  Franklin,  a  newspaper 
reporter,  on  "Is  This  You?"  over  WNEW  Tuesdays  at  8:30  P.M.  .  .  . 
Charles  T.  Davis,  credited  by  NBC  with  being  the  first  to  adapt  films  for 
radio,  zvill  be  honored  Sunday  at  3:30  P.M.  over  NBC-Blue  on  "Behind  the 
Mike."  .  .  .  Abe  Lyman  will  conduct  an  audience  participation  shozv  from 
the  Hotel  New  Yorker  over  WMCA  starting  Sunday  at  11 :15  P.M. 

•  •  • 
In  line  with  its  promise  to  provide  orchestra  leaders  and  sponsors  with 

theme  music  which  can  be  owned  exclusively,  BMI  has  provided  Martin 
Block,  conductor  of  "Make  Believe  Ballroom"  over  WNEW,  with  a  new 
tune,  "It's  Make  Believe  Ballroom  Time."  One  of  the  advantages  of  an 
exclusively-owned  theme  song  is  that  conductors  of  other  record  shows 
around  the  country  cannot  use  it,  as  they  do  with  "Make  Believe  Ballroom," 
Block's  present  theme.  It  is  especially  important  because  Block  plans  to 
sell  a  transcription  of  his  show  for  other  local  station  use  next  month. 

Theatre  Changes 

Radio  Freedom  Bill 

Weighed  in  Mexico 
Mexico  City,  Oct.  23. — Congress 

is  considering  a  bill  providing  for  the 
freedom  of  radio  broadcasts  similar 
to  the  privilege  of  the  Mexican  press. 
The  bill  provides  that  taboos  on  ra- 

dio broadcasts,  which  forbid  any  men- 
tion of  politics  and  religious  affairs, 

are  reactionary.  It  is  considered  like- 
ly that  this  bill  will  pass  before  Nov. 

30,  the  end  of  the  Cardenas  Adminis- 
tration. 

Radio  bans  against  Nazi  and  Fascist 
propaganda,  enforced  by  the  powerful 
Confederation  of  Mexican  Workers 
which  controls  radio  employes,  are 
to  be  continued,  it  is  ascertained. 

GTE  Three-Month 

Profit  Is  $173,797 
General  Theatres  Equipment  Corp. 

and  subsidiaries,  excluding  Cinema 
Building  Corp.,  report  for  the  three 
months  ended  Sept.  30,  1940,  consoli- 

dated net  profit  of  $173,797  after  pro- 
vision  for  depreciation  and  for  esti- 

mated Federal  income  tax.  This  com- 
pares with  $154,347  for  the  similar 

period  in  1939. 
For  the  nine  months  ended  Sept. 

30,  1940,  consolidated  net  profit  of  the 
corporation  was  $582,115  compared 
with  $482,577  for  the  like  1939  period. 

Seeks  Permit  for 

Station  in  Florida 
Washington,  Oct.  23. — Application 

for  a  construction  permit  for  a  new 
1,310-kilocycle,  250-watt  broadcasting 
station  has  been  filed  with  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  by  the 
Tropical  Broadcasting  Co.,  DeLand, 
Fla. 
An  application  also  has  been  filed 

by  Station  WRNL,  Richmond,  for 
increase  of  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts. 

Webb  Is  on  Leave 

Albany,  Oct.  23. — Assemblyman 
William  T.  A.  Webb,  recent  victor  in 
a  primary  contest  centered  on  his  suc- 

cessful opposition  to  an  impost  on 
billboards  or  their  abolition,  has  taken 
a  lengthy  leave  of  absence  from  the 
Smalley  Theatre  Circuit. 

Gets  City  Franchise 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  23. — Nat  Kaplan, 

Paramount  salesman  for  15  years,  has 
resigned  to  take  over  the  local  fran- 

chise of  Producers  Distributing  Corp., 
formerly  held  by  Lee  L.  Goldberg, 
who  has  assumed  charge  of  the  Cleve- 

land office  of  the  company. 

W.B.  Opens  Philadelphia  House 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  23.  —  The 

Warner  circuit  here  has  opened  the 
new  Vernon  in  the  Germantown 
section,  operated  on  a  pooling  ar- 

rangement made  earlier  in  the  year 
with  William  Goldman's  Bandbox 
nearby.  Albert  Simko,  assistant  man- 

ager at  the  downtown  Boyd,  will 
manage  the  new  house  with  Labe 
Nidorf,  student  manager  at  the  Fam- 

ily, moving  up  as  his  assistant. 

Takes  Rensselaer  House 
Rensselaer,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  23. — 

Clifford  Swick  has  taken  over  the 
Bright  Spot  here,  and  has  renamed 
the  theatre  the  Uptown. 

Reopen  Georgia  Theatre 
Brunswick,  Ga.,  Oct.  23. — The 

Ritz,  dark  for  some  time  while  un- 
dergoing an  extensive  remodeling 

program,  has  reopened. 

Warners  Open  Bristol 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Oct.  22. — Warners 

have  opened  the  806-seat  New  Bristol 
Theatre,  built  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  $125,000.  Victor  Morelli,  manager 
of  the  Bristol  which  burned  down  last 
year,  will  be  in  charge. 

Building  House  in  Kansas 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  23.— Ted  Da- 

vis, formerly  with  Fox  Midwest  at 
Moberly,  Mo.,  and  Arkansas  City  and 
Wichita,  Kan.,  is  building  a  subse- 

quent run  house  in  Parsons,  Kan., 
at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  and  will  open 
it  about  Dec.  1. 

Open  in  Pawtucket  Shortly 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Oct.  23.— The 

new  900-seat  Darlton  here  will  open 
si  ortly,  according  to  Chester  J.  Cur- 
rie  of  Currie  and  Harmon,  lessees. 

"London  Can  Take  If 

( Warners) 
This  short  subject,  produced  by  the: 

British  Ministry  of  Information,  and 
acquired  for  release  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Latin  America 

Warners,  pictures  London's  defend against  nightly  bombing  attacks  by 
Nazi  air  raiders,  and  stresses  the  high 
morale  and  undaunted  behavior  of  the 
population  of  the  city. 
There  is  little  question  but  that 

this  is  a  subject  of  tremendous  ex- 
ploitation value  at  the  moment.  It  is 

propaganda,  but  without  doubt  it  is 
the  kind  of  propaganda  the  people  of 
America  will  be  happy  about.  Quen- 
tin  Reynolds,  war  correspondent  in 
London,  who  acted  as  commentator, 
contributes  in  great  measure  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  subject,  with  his 
calm  and  clear  narrative.  London  is 
pictured  preparing  for  a  night  of 
raids,  its  population  hurrying  to  raid 
shelters.  The  droning  planes  come 
over,  searchlights  and  guns  go  into 
action  and  firemen  and  raid  wardens 
go  to  their  tasks.  Next  morning,  as 
the  debris  is  cleared,  Londoners 
emerge  from  their  shelters,  and  once 
again  resume  their  daily  work.  Run- 

ning time,  10  mins. 

"The  Green  Hornet 

Strikes  Again'* 
(  Universal) 
This  is  an  exciting  serial  that 

should  have  a  pre-sold  audience  in 
the  countless  youngsters  who  follow 
by  ear  the  adventures  of  the  radio 
character,  "The  Green  Hornet."  The film  is  true  to  serial  form,  replete 
with  many  fights  and  chases,  cap- 

tures and  escapes,  and  with  each 
chapter  brought  to  a  thrilling  climax. 
Warren  Hull  is  a  newspaper  publish- 

er, who,  as  the  "Hornet,"  combats racketeers  by  employing  their  own 
methods.  Anne  Nagel,  Keye  Luke 
and  Wade  Boteler  are  the  other  prin- 

cipals involved.  The  picture,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  first  three  chapters,  is 

ideal  for  the  Saturday  afternoon  trade 
in  neighborhood  theatres.  Each  chap- 

ter runs  about  20  minutes. 

"March  of  Time,  No.  3" 
(RKO) 

This  deals  with  the  nation's  neigh- 
bor to  the  south,  "Mexico."  Although it  does  not  delve  very  deeply  into  the 

conditions  which  caused  strained  re- 
lations between  the  United  States 

and  Mexico  nor  the  later  events 
which  eased  the  tension,  the  film  de- 

scribes the  developments  in  Mexico 
of  the  past  few  years.  Interest  in 
Pan-American  unity  should  help  sell 
the  reel.  Running  time,  19  mins. 

Get  Softball  Awards 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Oct.  23. — Members 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre  team  which 
won  the  championship  of  the  Scranton 
division  of  the  Comerford  Theatres 
Softball  League  received  the  indi- 

vidual and  team  awards  from  John  J. 

O'Leary,  head  of  Comerf°rd  The- 
atres, Inc.,  at  the  second  annual  soft- ball  dinner  here. 
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Broadcasting 

By  Candidates 

Hits  Grosses 

Popular  Air  Shows  Also 
Suffer  in  Campaign 

Box-office  receipts  tumbled  Wed- 
nesday night  all  over  the  country  as 

the  presidential  campaign  entered  its 
final  fortnight,  according  to  reports 
received  at  home  offices  yesterday. 

With  both  candidates  on  the  air  dur- 
ing the  important  evening  hours,  from 

9:15-10  and  10:35-11:15,  Eastern 

time,  grosses  slumped  badly.  Broad- way was  hard  hit. 
One    saving    element  was 

pointed  out  by  theatre  mana- 
gers who  believe  that  there  is 

little  that  can  be  done  to  meet 
this  competition  and  that  the 
slump  is  to  be  expected.  The 
fact  that  these  talks  are  also 
competition    for    the  regular 
radio  shows  was  noted,  since 
most  commercial  entertainment 
programs  are  being  forced  off 
the  air.  by  the  political  speeches. 
Both  the  Eddie  Cantor  and  Fred 

Allen  shows,  two  of  the  most  popu- 
lar on  the  air,  were  cancelled  Wed- 

nesday.     Managers   feel   that  many 
people  are  weary  of  the  international 
situation  and  will  seek  relaxation  in 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Chicago  Flocks  to 

'Police'  Premiere 

Chicago,  Oct.  24.— This  city's  Loop 
area  was  jammed  tonight  as  Par- 
amount's  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  was  given  its  world  premiere 
at  the  Chicago  and  State-Lake  the- atres. 
Enthusiasm  ran  high  as  the  players 

of  the  film  appeared  on  the  "Bridge 
of  Stars,"  a  wooden  ramp  built  across 
State  Street  and  connecting  the  two 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

'Maggie'  Midnight 
Opening  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta,  Oct.  24. — A  packed  Rialto 
Theatre,  despite  the  late  hour  of  11 :30, 
greeted  the  premiere  showing  of  Re- 

public's "Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie" here  tonight.  This  city  was  chosen 
for  the  premiere  because  the  author  of 
the  story,  Medora  Field,  is  an  At- 
lantan. 
Mayor  Hartsfield  on  the  stage  in- 

troduced Walter  Abel,  Mona  Barrie, 
(.Continued  on  page  6) 

'Dictator'  at  Higher 
Prices  Until  Summer 
"The  Great  Dictator"  will 

not  be  shown  anywhere  in 
America  except  at  advanced 
admission  prices  until  the 
Summer  of  1941,  United  Art- 

ists announced  yesterday.  The 
decision  reportedly  was  made 
as  a  result  of  the  picture's 
performance  in  its  first  en- 

gagements at  the  Astor  and 
Capitol  on  Broadway. 

150  at  Picture 

Pioneers  Dinner 

About  150  members  and  guests  of 
the  Picture  Pioneers,  organization  of 
25-year  industry  veterans,  were  on 
hand  at  the  Hotel  Astor's  Belvedere 
Room  last  night  for  a  Fall  conference 
dinner  and  "Circus  Night." 

Jack  Cohn,  as  chairman  of  the  or- 
ganization, presided,  and  Judge  Ferdi- 

nand Pecora  inducted  a  group  of  new 
members.  Among  the  speakers  were 
Will  H.  Hays  and  Jack  Alicoate,  who 
spoke  generally  on  industry  affairs. 
Members  initiated  were  Leo  Spitz, 

Walter  Futter,  Joseph  Friedman,  Ru- 
bey  Cowan,  Ira  Cohn,  Harry  Black, 
Walter  Reade,  George  Balsdon,  Rut- 

gers Neilson,  Robert  Savini,  Jay 
Emanuel,  Earle  Sweigert,  U.  K. 
Whipple,  Jack  Kraker,  William  Ganz, 
E.  W.  Hammons,  Harry  Holms,  Mor- 

ris Kutinsky,  Otto  Madsen,  Ben 
Shlyen,  Moe  Silver,  Jeffrey  Bernerd, 
H.  Blumenthal. 

Jay  C.  Flippen  was  master  of  cere- 
monies of  entertainment  following  a 

dinner.  Among  those  appearing  were 
Frances  Langford,  Henny  Youngman, 
Jon  Hall  and  Alan  Prescott. 
Among  those  present  were :  C.  C. 

Moskowitz,  Sam  Rinzler,  Louis 

Frisch,  W.  H.  Cadoret,  R.  J.  O'Don- nell,  Herman  Robbins,  Marvin 
Schenck,  Harry  D.  Buckley,  M.  A. 
Schlesinger,  E.  W.  Hammons,  J.  R. 
Grainger,  George  Dembow,  Herman 
Rifkin,  William  Brandt,  Harry  Brandt, 
Abe  Montague,  P.  A.  Powers,  A.  C. 
Hayman  and  James  J.  Walker. 

DEPT  OF  JUSTICE 

STUDYING  DECREE 

Three  Firms 

Face  New  Bill 

Universal,  Columbia  and  United 
Artists  are  ready  to  oppose  the  Gov- 

ernment's amended  bill  of  complaint 
which  Department  of  Justice  officials 
say  will  be  filed  in  U.  S.  District court  here  next  Tuesday. 

The  complaint  will  constitute  an  en- 
tirely new  anti-trust  suit  against  the 

three  non-consenting  companies,  if  the 
consent  decree  eliminating  the  other 
five  majors  is  approved  by  the  Fed- eral court  as  expected. 

Spokesmen  for  the  non-consenting 
companies  are  doubtful  whether  the 
Government  can  find  sufficient  basis 
to  establish  a  cause  of  action  against 
them,  in  substantiation  of  the  new 
bill  of  complaint.  For  this  reason, 
they  anticipate  some  possibility  of  win- 

ning a  dismissal  of  the  new  anti-trust 
suit  for  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  state  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion. 

If  no  ready  dismissal  of  the  case  h 
won  in  this  manner,  the  non-consent- (Continued  on  page  6) 

'World  in  Flames9 

Pa.  Ban  Rescinded 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  24. — The  Penn- 
sylvania censor  board  today  reversed 

itself  and  rescinded  its  order  banning 
Paramount's  "The  World  in  Flames" from  exhibition  in  the  state. 

The  action  was  taken  at  a  rehear- 
ing here  today  at  which  the  picture 

was  approved  without  reservations  or 
eliminations.  The  board  had  banned 

the  film  last  Friday,  terming  it  "im- 
proper" and  tending  to  "corrupt  and 

debase  morals." 

TWO  ARE  KILLED  AS  NAZIS  BOMB 

SOUND  CITY  STUDIO  IN  ENGLAND 

Two  members  of  a  production  unit  were  killed  and  a  third  in- 
jured on  Wednesday  when  a  bomb  dropped  by  a  Nazi  air  raider 

exploded  at  the  Sound  City  Studio  near  London,  where  Paul  Sos- 
kin  is  producing  "Quiet  Wedding"  for  Paramount  release. The  information  was  contained  in  a  cable  yesterday  to  John 
W.  Hicks,  foreign  vice-president,  from  David  E.  Rose,  managing 
director  in  England.  It  indicated  that  production  is  going  ahead 
and  the  film  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  the  week. 

Jackson's  Approval  Not 
Expected  at  Capital 

Before  Monday 

Washington,  Oct.  24. — What 
may  be  the  final  draft  of  the  con- 

sent decree  proposals  was  turned 
over  to  the  Anti-Trust  Division  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  here  this 
afternoon  and  was  immediately 
taken  under  study  to  determine 
whether  it  meets  with  the  approval 
of  the  department. 

The     Government's  answer will   await   final   approval  by 
Attorney    General    Robert  H. 
Jackson,  which  is  not  expected 
before  Monday.    Jackson  gave 
his    informal    approval  some 
time  ago.    Meanwhile,  the  De- 

partment indicates  that  today's study  may  develop  the  need  for 
minor  changes,  in  which  case 
joint  discussions  with  the  con- 

senting   companies'  attorneys will  be  necessary. 

The  changes,  however,  if  any,  are 
not  expected  to  be  numerous  or  of 
great  significance,  in  which  event  it  is 
not  believed  they  would  delay  presen- 

tation of  the  decree  to  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.   Goddard  in  New  York 
next  Tuesday,  which  is  the  Depart- ment's aim. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  James 
Hayes  is  expected  to  arrive  from  New 
York  tomorrow  to  be  on  hand  to  dis- 

cuss with  Department  officials  the 
advisability  of  making  any  changes  in 
the  draft. 

Regional  Suits  Halted 
Pending  N.  Y.  Action 

Further  preparations  for  trial  of  the 
Government  anti-trust  suits  at  Buf- 

falo,  Nashville  and  Oklahoma  City (Continued  on  page  6) 

Leaders  to  Attend 

Meeting  on  Unity 

Leaders  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry, stage  and  radio  will  attend  a 

luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Mon- 
day to  plan  the  Mobilization  for  Na- tional Unity  being  conducted  in 

Greater  New  York  by  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews. 

Invitations  to  industry  leaders  to 
attend  the  luncheon  have  been  issued 
by    Martin    Quigley,    president  of (Continued  on  page  6) 
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Courtesy,  Service 

LEW  HECK  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Times  Star  wrote  re- 

cently: 
"Sunday  night  I  went  to  the 

RKO  Paramount.  Midway  in 
the  show  (and  the  theatre 
was  packed)  an  usher  found 
me  and  handed  me  an  enve- 

lope. It  contained  a  dime  1 
had  overlooked  in  picking  up 
my  change.  The  usher  must 
have  spent  fully  an  hour  try- 

ing to  locate  me  in  that  the- 
atre. I  am  keeping  that  en- 
velope and  its  contents  as  a 

souvenir  of  modern  stream- 
lined courtesy  and  honesty." 

Studios  Ponder 

Wage-Hour  Changes 

Hollywood,  Oct.  24. — A  two-day 
meeting  of  studio  managers  with  Fred 
Pelton,  producers'  labor  representa- tive, on  the  changes  in  the  Federal 
wages  and  hours  law  began  today.  The 
new  interpretations  and  classifications 
are  being  studied  to  determine  their 
effect  on  production  workers. 

Meanwhile,  the  Screen  Office  Em- 
ployes Guild  today  added  Universal 

and  Republic  as  companies  at  which  it 
will  act  as  collective  bargaining 
agency,  having  won  an  N.L.R.B. 
election  yesterday.  The  Guild  had 
previously  won  at  RKO  and  Columbia. 
M-G-M  employes  will  vote  tomorrow. 

Personal  Mention 

'Dictator*  Bookings 
Set  in  New  England 
New  Haven,  Oct.  24.— "The  Great 

Dictator"  has  been  booked  to  open at  Loew-Poli  theatres  in  this  area  on 
Oct.  31.  It  is  scheduled  on  that  date 
for  Bridgeport,  Meriden,  New  Haven, 
Hartford,  Springfield  and  Worcester. 
Advanced  prices  for  the  runs  will 

all  be  75  cents  for  matinees  and  $1.10 
for  evenings,  on  a  continuous  run 
policy. 

May  Film  Thurber  Book 
Hollywood,  Oct.  24.  —  Nunnally 

Johnson,  20th  Century-Fox  producer, tonight  left  for  New  York  to  discuss 
with  James  Thurber  a  film  of  his  "My 
Life  and  Hard  Times." 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the 

Rivolt  Theatre) (51st  Street Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  In  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES from 

San  Francisco,  California 

AMBASSADOR.  JOSEPH  P. 
KENNEDY  is  scheduled  to  ar- 
rive on  the  Atlantic  Clipper  from  Lis- 
bon tomorrow. 

• 

Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board 
chairman,  will  leave  for  the  Coast 
in  a  week  to  cast  his  ballot  there  in 
the  National  election,  Nov.  5. 

• 

R.  J.  O'Donnell  will  leave  for  Dal- las tomorrow.  He  shortly  will  go  to 
the  Coast  to  participate  in  Para- 

mount production  conferences  about 
Nov.  10. 

• 

William  A.  Scully,  general  sales 
manager  of  Universal,  left  yesterday 
for  Boston,  and  will  return  over  the 
weekend. 

• 
Carter  Barron  is  in  town  from 

Washington,  in  connection  with  a  tes- 
timonial dinner  to  Lawrence  W. 

Robert,  Jr.,  former  treasurer  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee. 

• 
Karl  Hoblitzelle  is  back  in  Dal- 

las after  recuperating  from  a  rheu- 
matic attack  in  California. 

• 

James  Roosevelt  left  for  the  Coast 
by  plane  yesterday. • 

Arthur  Mayer,  managing  director 
of  the  Rialto,  was  home  ill  with  a 
cold  yesterday. 

• 
Robert  B.  Wilby  left  for  Charlotte 

yesterday. 

WATTERSON  R.  ROTHACK- ER,  Hollywood  vice-president 
of  Quigley  Publications,  is  in  town from  the  Coast. 

• 

Joseph  Vogel,  David  Bernstein, 
Harry  Bernstein,  Charles  C.  Mos- 
kowitz,  Sol  Edwards,  Irving  Sha- 

piro and  Archie  Mayer  having  lunch 
at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yester- 
day. 

• 

Hal  Horne,  Arthur  _  Gottlieb., 

Jack  Goetz,  J.  J.  Milstei'n  and  Jo- seph Pincus  lunching  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.). 

• 

Colvin  Brown,  Terry  Ramsaye, 
Tess  Michaels,  Lawrence  Lipskin, 
William  McHale,  Marvin  Schenck, 
Eugene  Picker,  Lou  Pollock  and 
Walter  Futter  at  the  Tavern  yes- 

terday for  lunch. 
• 

Oscar  A.  Doob,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Sam  Shain,  Ed  Schnitzer,  John 
W.  Hicks,  Sidney  Phillips,  Ed 
Saunders,  Ted  O'Shea,  Carter  Bar- ron, Tom  Robinson,  Owen  Davts, 
Rube  Jackter,  Lou  Weinberg,  Toby 
Gruen  and  William  Orr  at  Nick's 
Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 
Arthur  Loew,  Clayton  Bond, 

Jack  Kirkland,  Ben  Boyar,  Dave 
Blum,  Mort  Spring,  Sidney  Kings- 
ley,  Joseph  Rosthal  and  William 
Melniker  having  lunch  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. • 
Norman  Elson  has  left  on  a  trip. 

Hanbury  Successor 
Decided  Next  Week 
Decision  on  a  successor  to  the  late 

Ralph  Hanbury  as  RKO  managing 
director  for  England  will  be  decided 
next  week  after  conferences  between 
Phil  Reisman,  RKO  vice-president 
and  foreign  head,  and  the  company's European  managers. 

Reeisman  will  arrive  from  South 
America  tomorrow  on  the  Argentina. 
Coming  from  Europe  for  the  confer- 

ences are  Reginald  Armour,  Continen- 
tal European  manager,  who  will  ar- 

rive from  Lisbon  on  the  Exochorda 
today,  and  Jack  Kennedy,  who  is scheduled  to  arrive  on  the  Atlantic 
Clipper  from  Lisbon  this  weekend. 
Kennedy  has  been  in  charge  of  RKO's London  office  since  Hanbury  was 
killed  in  his  home  during  a  German air  raid. 

Kent  Is  Due  From 
Coast  on  Monday 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  return  to  the  home 
office  on  Monday,  following  about  two weeks  of  conferences  with  studio  ex- ecutives in  Hollywood. 

Capital  to  See  'Reuter's' Washington,  Oct.  24.— Warners 
will  show  "A  Dispatch  from  Reuter's" Monday  night  to  members  of  the 
House  and  Senate  and  the  diplomatic corps.  The  showing  will  be  at  the 
Department  of  Interior  auditorium 
under  sponsorship  of  the  English- 
Speaking  Union. 

Paramount  Pep  Club 
Holds  Party  Tonight 
The  Paramount  Pep  Club  will  hold 

its  annual  dinner  and  dance  in  the 
Belvedere  Room  of  the  Hotel  Astor 
tonight  with  about  700  persons  ex- 

pected. Robert  Weitman,  Dick  Enge' and  Ted  Schreiner  head  the  entertain- ment committee. 
Announcement  will  be  made  of  win- 

ners in  Paramount's  "Production 
Ideas"  contest.  Frances  Langford, Jon  Hall,  Romo  Vincent  and  Tommy 
Reynolds  and  his  orchestra  will  pro- vide the  entertainment. 

RKO  Managers  to 
Hold  Party  Monday 

The  annual  RKO  theatre  mana- 
gers' dinner  will  be  held  Monday  at Toots  Shor's  Restaurant.  Their  wives and  feminine  friends,  meanwhile,  will 

be  guests  of  RKO  at  a  Broadway 
stage  show  of  their  choice.  Later 
the  women  will  join  the  managers  at 
the  Hurricane  Club.  John  J.  O'Con- 

nor, head  of  theatre  operations,  will be  host  at  the  dinner. 

They  Love  Bellinger 
A  "We  Love  Mark  Hellinger 

Week"  luncheon  was  held  yesterday 
by  the  Banshee  Club  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  honoring  Mark  Hellinger, 
Warner  producer.  Jack  L.  Warne- spoke.  Entertainment  was  provided 
by  Charlie  Chaplin,  Ray  Bolger,  Ab- 

bott &  Costello,  Jack  Haley,  Dwight 
Fiske,  Romo  Vincent  and  Gene 
Autry.  _  Bugs  Baer  was  master  of ceremonies. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

/CAMPAIGN  activities  of  the 
vV  Presidential  candidates,  Roosevelt 
speaking  in  Philadelphia  and  Willkie 
in  New  York,  make  for  a  zestful  fea- 

ture in  the  newsreels.  Air  raid  dam- 
age in  London  is  reviewed  in  a  grim 

bit  of  war  news  while  navy  maneu- 
vers, an  ice  show  and  football  roundm 

out  the  issues.    The  contents : 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  214— Roosevelt and  Willkie  in  campaign  speeches.  Navy 

maneuvers.  St.  Paul's  Church  in  London  hit 
by  bomb;  factories  function  in  London; American  pilots  join  the  R.  A.  F.  as  the 
British  air  chief  discusses  war  activities. 
"It  Happens  on  Ice"  show  at  Center  Thea- tre. Football. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  212— Candi- 
dates in  campaign  talks.  St.  Paul's  Church 

bombed.  Americans  join  the  R.  A.  F.  "It 
Happens  on  Ice"  show.  Navy  maneuvers. Football. 
PARAMOUNT    NEWS,    No.    17— New army  cars  tested  in  Detroit.  Rodeo  in 

Oklahoma  prison.  New  toys  for  Christmas. 
Wreckage  in  London;  R.  A.  F.  increases 
activities.  Football.  Candidates  in  campaign talks. 

RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  17— Willkie  and 
Roosevelt  talks.  Navy  maneuvers.  Land- marks in  London  blasted  by  air  raiders. 
Ice  show  in  New  York.  Football. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  922— U.  S.  Fleet  in  war  maneuvers.  Parliament 

Building  in  London  hit  by  bomb.  R.  A.  F. 
:>ff  to  battle.  Americans  enlist  in  R.  A  F. 
Candidates  bid  for  votes.  Rodeo  in  Texas. 
Football. 

UA  Board  Honors 

M.  A.  Shea  Memory 
The  board  of  directors  of  United 

Artists  has  adopted  a  resolution  hon- 
oring the  memory  of  Maurice  A. 

Shea,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Feiber  &  Shea  Circuit,  who  died  this 
week.   The  resolution  follows  : 
"The  executives  and  employes  of 

United  Artists  Corp.,  sincerely  regret 
the  passing  of  Maurice  A.  Shea,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  valued  customers  of 
the  company.  For  21  years  he  has  ex- 

hibited United  Artists  motion  pictures 
in  his  many  theatres. 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  unani- 
mously that  the  directors  and  execu- 

tives express  to  the  members  of  his 
family  and  to  his  organization  sincere 
sympathy.  May  his  soul  rest  in 

peace." 

Now  'Escape  to  Glory' "Escape  to  Glory"  is  the  final  title 
under  which  Columbia's  production, "Passage  West,"  will  be  released. 
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Leaders  to  Meet  on  Unity 

Hollywood  Review 

"Hullabaloo" 
(M-G-M) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  24. 
INTRODUCING,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Louis  K.  Sidney,  one-time 

stage  show  and  radio  producer  for  Loew's  and  M-G-M,  now  motion 
picture  producer  and  displaying  in  this,  his  first  film,  fruit  of  a  talent, 
ripened  by  a  lifetime  of  showmanship.  The  picture  is  a  mad,  immensely 
amusing  and,  by  preview  test,  explosively  entertaining  comedy. 

Scene  is  the  world  of  radio,  backstage  and  front  office,  and  among  the 
materials  used  is  a  comic  version  of  the  Martian  broadcast  which  melo- 
dramatized  Orson  Welles.  This  is,  however,  but  an  incident  in  the 
build-up  to  sequences  wherein  a  supposed  vocal  impersonator  uses  the 
voices  of  Wallace  Beery,  Clark  Gable,  Mickey  Rooney,  Hedy  Lamarr 

and  virtually  the  whole  array  of  M-G-M's  star  talent  (supplied  by 
sound-track)  for  effects  that  throw  customers  into  the  aisles.  It's 
unorthodox  and  giddy,  but  funny  to  the  point  of  hysterics. 

Principal  performer  is  Frank  Morgan,  playing  a  down-at-heel  actor 
breaking  into  radio,  with  such  dependables  as  Billie  Burke,  Donald 
Meek,  Reginald  Owen  and  Nydia  Westman  giving  comedy  support. 
Charles  Holland,  Negro  vocalist  with  voice  and  technique  of  Met 

magnitude,  and  Virginia  O'Brien,  who  swings  a  ballad  with  a  dead-pan 
delivery  that  stops  the  show  twice,  are  standouts  in  solo  numbers.  Vir- 

ginia Grey  and  Dan  Dailey,  Jr.,  handle  the  romantic  assignment 
effectively. 

Direction  is  by  Edwin  L.  Marin  from  a  screen  play  by  Nat  Perrin 
derived  from  an  idea  by  Bradford  Ropes  and  Val  Burton.  The  film 
is  a  credit  to  these  and  all  others  involved. 

Running  time,  78  minutes.    "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

Justice  Dep't 

Now  Studying 

Decree  Terms 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
by  the  five  consenting  companies  will 
be  halted  at  once  pending  Federal 
court  action  on  the  New  York  suit 
consent  deeree,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 

The  suspension  of  work  on  the  suits 
is   in  line  with  an   agreement  with 
Government     representatives.  Inas- 

much as  the  New  York  decree,  if  ap 
proved,  will  eliminate  the  five  con 
senting  companies  as  defendants  in  the 
three  out-of-town  suits,  it  was  agreed 
that  considerable  legal  expense,  tim 
and  effort  could  be  spared  if  the  lat 
ter  suits  were  suspended  for  the  time 
being. 

In  addition,  the  hearing  on  the 
Balaban  &  Katz  consent  decree  vio- 

lation case,  also  being  disposed  of 
through  the  New  York  suit  settle- 

ment, will  be  postponed  indefinitely 
when  called  by  the  special  master  in 
Ottawa,  111.,  next  Monday.  If  the 
New  York  decree  is  approved  by 
Judge  Goddard,  the  B.  &  K.  viola- tion case  then  will  be  dismissed. 

Three  Firms  Face 

New  Complaint 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

ing  companies  will  be  prepared  to 
ask  for  full  bills  of  particulars,  for 
answers  from  the  Government  to  in- 

terrogatories and  other  preparatory 
safeguards  such  as  occupied  the  op- 

posing forces  in  the  pending  New 
York  suit  for  almost  two  years  prior 
to  the  trial  date. 

These  companies  have  consistently 
maintained  that  they  will  not  accept  a 
consent  decree  in  any  form  and,  so 
far  as  can  be  learned,  their  determina- 

tion in  this  respect  appears  to  have 
increased  rather  than  lessened. 

If  the  Government  is  unable  to 
win  a  court  victory  over  the  three 
companies  by  June  1,  1942,  the  con- 

sent decree  which  the  other  five 
majors  are  accepting  will  automati- 

cally become  inoperative. 

Chicago  Flocks  to 

'Police'  Premiere 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

theatres.  Introduced  were  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  director  of  the  picture ;  Gary 
Cooper,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Paulette 
Goddard,  Preston  Foster,  Robert 
Preston  and  Lynne  Overman.  They 
also  appeared  at  each  house. 

The  premiere,  with  both  theatres  at 
capacity,  climaxed  a  four-day  celebra- 

tion. Earlier  in  the  evening  there  was 
a  half-hour  broadcast  over  the  Mutual 
network  coast-to-coast,  and  this  morn- 

ing thousands  turned  out  for  a  parade 
in  which  the  Hollywood  group  rode 
through  a  hail  of  ticker  tape.  Three 
American  Legion  bands  and  a  troop 
of  SO  uniformed  Mounties  were  in  the 
procession. 

Most  of  the  Hollywood  players  will 
continue  on  personal  appearances  in 
Midwest  cities,  while  DeMille  and 
Cooper  are  due  in  New  York  Satur- day. 

G"  denotes  general  classification. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Quigley    Publications ;    Jack  Cohn, 
vice-president   of    Columbia,   and  J. 
Robert     Rubin,     vice-president  of M-G-M. 

The  chief  speaker  will  be  Basil 
O'Connor,  chairman  of  the  National 
Unity  Mobilization. 

In  their  invitation,  the  three  execu- tives said : 
"For  many  years,  the  National  Con- 

ference of  Christians  and  Jews  has  la- 
bored in  the  field  of  better  under- 

standing and  has  done  much  to  es- 
tablish amity  and  goodwill  among  the 

members  of  all  faiths. 
"Maybe  we  have  grown  callously 

accustomed  to  the  prejudices  and  ha- 
treds fostered  by  interested  groups ; 

yet,  at  a  time  when  national  defense 
and  unity  is  rightly  demanded,  it  is  es- 

sential that  this  should  be  strength- 
ened by  a  mobilization  of  moral  and 

spiritual  values." 

SMPE  Told  of 

Hollywood,  Oct.  24. — Four  out- 
standing technical  developments  were 

described  to  the  Society  of  Motion 
Picture  Engineers  convention  today 
at  the  Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel here. 
The  developments  are  a  new  type 

of  silent  camera,  a  portable  film  sound 
recording  unit  weighing  SO  pounds,  a 
method  of  protecting  film  against 
scratches  and  surface  damage,  and 
new  method  of  rating  camera  and 
projector  lenses. 

This  morning's  general  session  fea- 
tured reports  of  the  committee  on  ex- 

change practice  and  the  committee  on 
theatre  engineering.     A  studio  visit 

Among  those  who  have  accepted  in- vitations to  attend  are: 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  Jack  Alicoate,  Wil- 

lard  Alexander,  Louis  Astor,  Leon  J. 
Bamberger,  Louis  Bernstein,  Joseph 
Bernhard,  Walter  Bibo,  Max  Black- 
mer,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry  Brandt, 
Jules  E.  Brulatour,  Harry  H.  Bux- 
baum,  Irving  Caesar,  J.  Cheever  Cow- 
din,  Philip  Dunning,  Donald  Flamm, 
Sam  M.  Forrest,  Louis  Frisch,  Mor- 

ris Goodman,  Stanton  Griffis,  Toby 
Gruen,  Will  H.  Hays,  J.  H.  Hoff- 
berg,  Maurice  Kann,  Austin  C. 
Keough,  Joseph  J.  Lee,  Carl  E. 
Milliken,  Alec  Moss,  James  Mulvey, 
Charles  E.  McCarthy,  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick,  Louis  Nizer,  Brock  Pem- 
berton,  Louis  Pollock,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Luther  Reed,  Herman  Robbins,  Sam 
Rosen,  Morris  Sanders,  R.  M.  Sa- 
vini,  Fred  Schwartz,  Joseph  Seidel- 
man,  Sam  Shain,  T.  K.  Stevenson  and 
C.  J.  Tevlin. 

Developments 

occupied  the  delegates  during  the  af- 
ternoon. The  evening  general  session 

was  held  at  the  Walt  Disney  studio 
theatre. 
The  new  camera  was  described  by 

D.  B.  Clark  and  Grover  Laube  of 
20th  Century-Fox.  D.  Y.  Bradshaw 
of  March  of  Time  gave  details  of 
the  portable  recording  unit.  R.  H. 
Talbot  of  Eastman  Kodak  outlined  the 
new  method  of  protecting  film  through 
the  use  of  a  special  lacquer,  and  the 
lens  rating  development  was  describ- 

ed by  Clark. 
Two  laboratory  sessions  and  a  tele- 

vision session  in  the  evening  will 
conclude  the  five-day  convention  to- morrow. 

Broadcasting 

By  Candidates 

Hits  Grosses 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

films  when  denied  their  usual  diet  of 
radio  fare. 

Managers    and    theatre  executives.! 

feel   that   radio   appeals    will  cause" serious   dents   until   after   the  cam- 
paign. The  John  L.  Lewis  speech  to-, 

night  is  expected  to  attract  wide  in- 
terest.       Bookings     for  political 

speeches  are  on  a  day-to-day  basis 

and  the  networks  are  having  a  diffi- ' 
cult  task  clearing  time  for  last  minute 

requests. 
Six  Big  Broadcasts 

Tentative  bookings  thus  far  ar- 
ranged on  the  networks  are  for  to- 

morrow, Tuesday  and  next  Saturday 
evenings  for  Wendell  Willkie  and  for 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  eve- 

nings for  President  Roosevelt.  Yes- 
terday both  candidates  spoke  but  the 

talks  were  during  the  day. 

On  Thursday,  10:30-11  P.  M., 
Eastern  time,  the  Democratic  Nation- 

al Committee  will  sponsor  "Holly- 
wood's Salute  to  the  President,"  on 

which  will  be  heard  Pat  O'Brien, Walter  Huston,  Henry  Fonda, 
Groucho  Marx,  Hugh  Herbert,  Dor- 

othy Lamour,  Sally  Eilers,  Andy  De-  j 
vine,  John  Ford  and  several  others.  I 
This  program  is  under  the  direction 
of  O'Brien,  Joan  Bennett,  Bryan  Foy, 
Sid  Grauman  and  Harry  Joe  Brown. 
On  election  eve,  the  Democratic  com- 

mittee has  exclusive  use  of  NBC- 
Red,  NBC-Blue  and  Mutual  from  10- 
12  midnight,  Eastern  time,  and  also 
of  CBS  from  11-12,  Eastern  time. 
This  two-hour  show  also,  will  fea- 

ture many  Hollywood  celebrities. 
'Rockne'  Grosses  $42,000 

"Knute  Rockne  —  All  American," 
with  Woody  Herman's  band  on  the 
stage,  grossed  an  estimated  $42,000  in 
its  first  week  at  the  Strand.  It  will 
start  its  second  week  today.  At  the 

Roxy,  "Down  Argentine  Way"  with 
a  stage  show  drew  an  estimated  $49,- 
000  and  also  was  held. 

The  second  week  of  "They  Knew 
What  They  Wanted"  with  stage  show 
took  an  estimated  $65,000  at  the 
Music  Hall  and  was  followed  yester- 

day by  the  long  delayed  opening  of 
"The  Westerner."  "So  You  Won't 
Talk"  drew  an  estimated  $5,000  at 
the  Rialto.  "Meet  the  Wildcat" opened  there  Wednesday. 

'Maggie9  Midnight 

Opening  in  Atlanta (Continued  from  page  1) 

John  Hubbard,  Lois  Ransom  and  Judy 
Canova,  who  made  short  speeches. 
Among  Republic  representatives  pres- 

ent were  Herbert  J.  Yates  and  Arthur Bromberg. 

A  street  carnival  outside  the  theatre 
was  held  for  an  hour  before  the  open- 

ing, with  prizes  given  for  best  cos- tumes. Tickets  to  the  premiere  were 
$1.00  and  $1.50,  with  the  Atlanta 
Debutante  Club  charity  fund  bene- 

fiting. The  opening  was  covered  by 
newspapermen  from  nearby  cities. 



LIGHTING 

EXPERTS 

BESIDE  the  camera  and  behind  the  lens, 

lighting  experts  work  in  perfect  agree- 

ment. Cameramen  depend  implicitly  on 

the  ability  of  Eastman  negative  films  to 

bring  out  the  best  in  every  scene.  The 

beauty  of  modern  productions  is  striking 

evidence  of  the  success  of  this  partnership. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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F.C.C.  Approves 

Power  Increase 

For  16  Stations 

Washington,  Oct.  24. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

granted  the  requests  of  16  broadcast- 
ing stations  for  increases  in  power. 

Stations  WJAR,  Providence ; 
KARK,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  WMMN, 
Fairmont,  W.  Va. ;  KPRC,  Houston, 
Tex.;  KOMO,  Seattle,  and  KRNT, 
Des  Moines,  were  authorized  to  in- 

crease their  night  power  from  1,000 
to  5,000  watts;  WBRY,  Waterbury, 
Conn.;  KFEL,  Denver,  and  WPEN, 
Philadelphia,  were  granted  increases 
from  1,000  to  5,000  watts,  day  and 
night;  WBAA,  W.  Lafayette,  Ind., 
increase  of  power  from  500  watts 
night,  1,000  watts  day,  to  1,000  watts 
night,  5,000  watts  day;  KFUN,  Las 
Vegas,  Nev. ;  KENO,  Las  Vegas, 
Nev.,  and  KFOR,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  in- 

crease night  power  from  100  to  250 
watts ;  WTJS,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  in- 

crease power  from  250  to  1,000  watts 
and  change  of  frequency  from  1,310 
to  1,360  kilocycles;  KLPM,  Minot, 
N.  D.,  increase  night  power  from  500 
to  1,000  watts,  and  WTAW,  College 
Station,  Tex.,  increase  day  power 
from  500  to  1,000  watts. 
California  and  Florida  Hearings 
The  commission  announced  that  on 

Oct.  31  it  will  hear  oral  argument  on 
the  application  of  the  Worcester 
Broadcasting  Corp.  for  a  new  1,420- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  and  ordered  set  for  hear- 

ings, on  dates  later  to  be  fixed,  the 
applications  of  the  Pan-American 
Broadcasting  System,  Inc.,  Holly- 

wood; Keys  Broadcasting  Co.,  Key 
West;  Atlantic  Broadcasting  Corp., 
Miami;  Central  Broadcasting  Corp., 
Sanford ;  Seaboard  Broadcasting 
Corp.,  Tampa;  Atlantic  Broadcasting 
Corp.,  West  Palm  Beach,  and  Carl 
Sholtz,  Miami,  for  seven  new  sta- 

tions in  Florida;  WARM,  Scranton, 
Pa.,  for  a  license  for  a  new  1,370- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station;  Station 
KOWH,  Omaha,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  660  to  890  kilocycles ; 
increase  of  time  from  day  to  unlim- 

ited and  increase  of  power  from  500 
to  5,000  watts,  and  Station  KUSD, 
Vermillion,  S.  D.,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  890  to  660  kilocycles,  and 
change  of  hours  to  day  only. 

Autry  to  Be  Rodeo 

Host  to  Youngsters 

Republic  will  sponsor  parties  for 
children  from  the  Metropolitan  area 
tomorrow  and  Sunday,  in  connection 

with  Gene  Autry  contests  held  in  the- 
atres playing  Autry  westerns  regu- 
larly. Tomorrow,  100  children  from 

Staten  Island,  Brooklyn,  Queens  and 
Long  Island  will  be  Autry's  guests  at a  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  and 
later  attend  the  Rodeo  with  his  com- 

pliments. On  Sunday,  another  100 
youngsters  from  New  Jersey  and 
Connecticut  will  attend  similar  par- ties. 

Ban  'Reefer  Madness* 
Newport,  R.  I.,  Oct.  24. — The 

Board  of  Aldermen  by  unanimous 
vote,  and  acting  on  a  complaint  to 
City  Hall,  banned  "Reefer  Madness," which  was  scheduled  to  play  at  the 
theatre  operated  by  Gerald  Wagner 
here. 

Off  the  Antenna 

MADISON  Square  Garden  officials  yesterday  said  that  their  attitude 
toward  the  telecasting  of  sporting  and  other  events  from  the  Garden 

remains  unchanged,  and  that  they  will  continue  to  permit  NBC  to  televise 
shows  from  time  to  time.  This  permission  will  continue  until  television 
develops  a  commercially  important  audience,  it  was  said. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Edmund  Chester  has  resigned  as  head  of  the  Latin- 
American  division  of  Associated  Press  to  become  CBS  director  of  broad- 

casting to  foreign  countries.  He  will  start  his  new  duties  Nov.  6.  .  .  .  Sue 
Reed,  fashion  commentator  for  Paramount  News,  will  be  guest  of  Lanny 
Ross  over  CBS,  Monday  at  7 :15  P.M.  .  .  .  Morton  DaCosta  is  directing 
"Great  Days  in  Dayton"  which  starts  over  WHIO,  Dayton,  Ohio,  at  5  P.M. 
Sunday.  .  .  .  Eunice  Healy  will  be  guest  on  the  start  of  "Bill  BernS  Show 
Shop"  over  WBNX  Sunday  at  11 :30  P.M.  .  .  .  Sig  Caldwell,  associate  editor 
of  Aero  Digest,  is  the  new  aviation  commentator"  for  Mutual. •  •  9 

There  will  be  few  stations  in  the  country  Tuesday  which  will  not 
broadcast  the  selection  of  the  first  draftee  numbers  by  Secretary  of 
War  Henry  Stimson.  WHOM  and  WAAT,  both  of  Jersey  City,  will 
make  immediate  efforts  to  locate  some  of  the  first  men  chosen  in  Hudson 
County  and  bring  him  to  the  microphone  at  12:45  P.M.  when  the  Wash- 

ington broadcast  ends. •  •  • 

Program  News:  "America's  Town  Meeting  of  the  Air"  will  change  its 
policy  when  it  resumes  over  NBC-Blue  for  its  sixth  season  Thursday,  Nov. 
14,  at  9 :35  P.M.  Three  programs,  instead  of  one,  will  be  devoted  to  each 
central  topic.  .  .  .  Dorothy  Thompson  has  added  12  sponsors  to  her  coopera- 

tive show  over  Mutual  to  bring  the  total  to  22  cities  where  she  is  now  spon- 
sored. .  .  .  WMCA  on  Wednesday  will  start  local  airings  of  "Friendship 

Bridge,"  prepared  by  British- American  Ambulance  Corps  for  short  wave 
transmission  to  England.  Joan  Crawford  will  be  heard  on  the  first  program 
to  be  broadcast  locally. •  •  • 

Harry  Engel,  who  has  been  associated  with  various  music  concerns 
for  the  past  18  years,  has  been  appointed  head  of  the  Los  Angeles  office  of 
Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  it  was  announced  yesterday.  Engel  was  also  formerly 
associated  with  Fanchon  &  Marco.  It  was  disclosed  yesterday  that  WSLS, 
Roanoke,  Va.,  had  joined  BMI. 

Will  Televise 

Major  Parties' 
Final  Rallies 

Final  rallies  of  the  Republican  anc 
Democratic  parties  next  week  will  b» 
televised  by  NBC,  Niles  Trammell 
NBC  president,  announced  last  nighl 
W2XBS  returns  to  the  air  today  wit1 a  test  pattern  and  its  first  program 
a  film,  will  be  telecast  Sunday. 

Will  Start  at  8:30 

The  rallies  will  go  on  the  air  fron 
8:30  P.M.  to  the  close  and  are  ex 
pected  to  be  particularly  popular  ir 
bars  and  restaurants,  where  televisior 
sets  have  been  useless  for  the  three 
months  NBC  television  was  dormant 
Both  rallies  will  be  in  Madison  Square 
Garden,  with  President  Roosevelt  ad 
dressing  the  Democrats  on  Monda> 
and  Wendell  Willkie  at  the  Republi 
can  rally  the  following  Saturday. 

Estimates  40,000  Viewers 
Two  cameras  will  be  used  and  ; 

setup  found  successful  at  the  Philadel- 
phia Republican  National  convention 

last  June  will  be  used.  In  making 
the  announcement,  Alfred  H.  Morton 
vice-president  in  charge  of  television, 
estimated  that  40,000  persons  will  see 
the  telecasts  over  the  estimated  4,000 
receivers  in  the  metropolitan  area 
Morton  was  careful  to  point  out,  how 
ever,  that  no  regular  schedule  is  con- 

templated at  this  time. 

GN  Creditors  Final 

Allowances  $16,600 
Final  allowances  aggregating  $16,- 

600  were  authorized  to  Grand  Na- 
tional Pictures'  creditors  by  Federal 

Judge  Murray  Hulbert  yesterday. 
They  will  be  paid  out  of  a  cash  on 
hand  fund  of  $72,401,  which  is  being 
augmented  by  receipts  from  Grand 
National  pictures  still  in  distribution. 

Claims  previously  authorized  by  the 
court  were  $30,000  taxes  and  $15,000  to 
wage  claimants,  representing  payment 
in  full.  The  allowances  authorized 
yesterday  were :  $7,750  to  Dannenberg 
&  Hazen,  attorneys  for  the  Grand  Na- 

tional trustee;  $2,100  to  Harry  G. 
Fromberg,  trustee;  $3,000  to  Radin 
&  Goldstein,  accountants ;  $2,250  to 
Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney  for  Grand 
National,  and  $1,500  to  other  attor- 
neys. 

Indianapolis  Gives 

'Rockne'  Big  $12,500 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  24. — "Knute 

Rockne — All  American"  drew  a  smash 
gross  of  $12,500  at  the  Circle,  with 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  sharing  the bill. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  18: 

"Knute  Rockne— All  American "(  W.  B.) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $12,500.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (ZOth-Fox) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,000.    (Average  $7,000) 

"The  Gay  Caballero"  (ZOth-Fox) 
LYRIC— (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Ina  Ray  Hutton  Orchestra;  Hibbard, 
Bird  &  LaRue;  Fid  Gordon.  Gross:  $7,000. 
(Average,  $8,000) 

..whose  box-office  gen- 

ius brings  EUGENE^ 

O'NEILL'S great  char-\ 

acters  to  dramatic  life U 

JOHN  FORD,  famous  for  his  powerful, 

money  -  pictures,  surpasses  even  his  "Grapes  of 

Wrath",  "Stagecoach"  and  "The  Hurricane" 

with  "THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME", 

presented  by  Walter  Wanger  and  released  thru 

United  Artists. 
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Air  Attacks  on 

London  Close 

100  Theatres 

Only  Six  Open  in  City's West  End  District 

London,  Oct.  27.— More  than  100, 
or  approximately  20  per  cent  of  Lon- 

don's film  theatres  are  closed  because 
of  the  incessant  air  bombings  in  the 
Nazi  blitzerkrieg  or  for  other  reasons. 

In  the  entire  West  End  area,  the 
city's  theatrical  district,  only  the  Em- 

pire, Warner,  Ritz,  Plaza,  Gaumont 
and  Regal  are  open.  However,  it  is 
understood  authoritatively  that  several 
of  the  West  End  houses  which  are  un- 

damaged may  open  experimentally  in 
the  near  future  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 

day only.  Extension  of  their  operation 
is  considered  likely  if  the  weekend  pol- 

icy proves  successful. 
Meanwhile,  the  Army  Council,  re- 

buffed by  the  film  industry  in  its  ef- 
fort to  take  control  of  the  supply  of 

films  for  the  entertainment  of  the 

country's  armed  forces,  will  meet  again (Continued  on  page  4) 

Roosevelt  Quits  as 

Soundies  President 
Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — James  Roose- 

velt over  the  weekend  announced  his 
resignation  as  president  of  Soundies 
Corp.  of  America,  stating  that  he  will 
be  unable  to  participate  actively  be- 

cause of  his  service  in  the  Marine 
Corps  Reserves,  in  which  he  is  a  cap- 

tain. He  remains  as  vice-president 
and  a  director  of  the  company,  but 
has  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

This  will  not  affect  Roosevelt's 
Globe  Productions,  which  will  con- 

tinue to  make  films  for  the  Mills 
"Soundies"  machines.  Roosevelt  is 
also  working  on  "Pot  o'  Gold"  for U.  A.  release. 

Unity  Lunch  Today 
Leaders  of  the  film  in- 

dustry, as  well  as  stage  and 
radio,  will  meet  at  a  luncheon 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  today  to 
hear  plans  for  the  Mobiliza- 

tion for  National  Unity  be- 
ing conducted  by  the  National 

Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews.  The  invitations  were 
issued  by  Martin  Quigley, 
president  of  Quigley  Publica- 

tions; Jack  Cohn,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Columbia,  and  J.  Rob- 

ert Rubin,  vice-president  of 
M-G-M. 

Majors,  NBC  Weigh 
Latin  America  Show 

Representatives  of  six  major 
companies  will  meet  with 
NBC  executives  at  luncheon 
tomorrow  to  discuss  possible 
sponsorship  of  a  Hollywood 
program  beamed  by  short 
wave  to  Latin  America.  J.  S. 
Hummell  will  represent  War- 

ners; John  W.  Hicks,  Para- 
mount; Joseph  H.  Seidelman, 

Universal;  Phil  Reisman, 
RKO;  Arnold  Picker,  Co- 

lumbia, and  David  Blum, 
M-G-M.  John  Royal,  NBC 
vice-president  in  charge  of 
new  developments,  and  Luns- 
ford  P.  Yandell,  manager  of 
the  international  short  wave 
division,  will  represent  the 
network. 

I.  A.  Report  on 

Autonomy  Ready 

Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — Report  of  the 
I.A.T.S.E.  studio  labor  committee 
which  recently  completed  a  three- 
month  study  of  the  autonomous  op- 

erations of  Hollywood  locals,  has 
been  completed  and  forwarded  to  the 
international's  executive  council. 
The  study  of  the  committee,  whose 

members  included  Sal  Scoppa  and 
Thomas  Murtha  of  New  York,  in- 

cluded unsuccessful  efforts  to  iron 
out  numerous  internal  problems  aris- 

ing from  conflicting  jurisdictional 
claims  of  the  I.  A.  studio  locals.  Most 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

DECREE  TO  COURT 

WITHOUT  CHANGES 

DuMontStarts 

Its  Telecasts 

Most  Broadway  Theatres 

Will  Give  Election  Returns 

Revisions,  If  Any,  Will  Be  Minor,  Which  May 

Be  Made  in  Washington  Where  Jackson 

Is  Expected  to  Give  His  Approval 

The  completed  New  York  consent  decree  will  be  presented  to  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  here  tomorrow  if  the  approval  of  Attorney 
General  Robert  H.  Jackson  is  given  the  document  today,  which  is  ex- 

pected. Changes  which  may  come  from  Washington,  if  any,  will  be 
minor,  with  no  revisions  of  the  decree  in  substance,  according  to  officials. 

Judge  Goddard  will  be  asked  to  set 
a  date  for  a  public  hearing.  This  may 
be  a  week  or  two  from  tomorrow,  but 
sufficient  time  will  be  given  exhibitor 
groups  and  others  interested  to  obtain 
copies  of  the  decree  and  prepare  their 
objections. 

Government    attorneys  said 
over  the  weekend  that  though 
they  do  not  recognize  exhibitors 
as  having  legal  standing  in  the 
case,  they  would  recommend  to 
the  court  that  they  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  put  their  objec- 

tions on  record.   The  Govern- ment is  expected  to  oppose  any 

attempt  by  exhibitors  to  inter- vene in  the  proceedings. 
There  is  no  assurance  that  the  de- 

cree will  be  made  public  tomorrow 
even  though  it  is  presented  to  the 
court.    The  master  draft  is  a  50-page 
document  of  more  than  10,000  words. 
Rules  of  arbitration,  which  supplement 
the  decree,  account  for  an  additional 
14  pages. 
The  completed  decree  as  sent  to 

Washington  contains  no  basic  changes 
(Continued  on  pane  4) 

Allen  B.  DuMont  Laboratories, 
affiliate  of  Paramount,  late  last  week 
broadcast  its  first  television  program 
over  its  station  W2XWV. 

Unannounced  and  without  knowl- 
edgs  of  the  trade,  a  special  program 
was  telecast  with  John  L.  Callahan, 
vice-president  of  the  Radio  Club  of 
America,  speaking  from  the  DuMont studios  to  a  meeting  of  the  club  at 
Columbia  University. 

Since  the  sound  channel  has  not 
yet  been  installed,  a  telephone  wire 
and  loud  speaker  hookup  was  used. 
W2XWV  has  had  test  patterns  and 
occasional  still  pictures  on  the  air 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Most  Broadway  houses  will  feature  some  type  of  announcement  of  returns 
on  Election  Night,  a  survey  revealed  over  the  weekend,  but  feature  films  will 
not  be  interrupted.  In  anticipation  of  huge  crowds  at  Times  Square,  the  Para- 

mount, State  and  Capitol  will  add  midnight  shows. 
Other  houses  will  decide  on  mid- 

night shows  later  this  week  or  wait 
to  see  how  business  shapes  up  dur- 

ing the  early  evening.  The  Music 
Hall  and  Astor  will  make  no  elec- 

tion  announcements  whatever. 
Several  managers  expressed  the 

opinion  that  those  who  go  to  the  the- 
atre on  Election  Night  are  not  in- 

terested in  getting  immediate  returns 
and  that  those  who  were  would 
probably  stay  home  to  listen  to  the 
radio. 

The  Roxy  has  arranged  a  tieup  with 
the  J ottmal- American.  A  theatre  rep- 

resentative will  be  in  the  newspa- 
per's office  and  will  flash  returns  by 

telephone  to  a  girl  in  the  rotunda  of 
the  house.  She  will  mark  returns  on 
a  big  chart.  The  Paramount  will 
install  a  ticker  and  results  will  be 
flashed  on  the  screen  from  time  to 
time. 
Woody  Herman,  who  heads  the 

stage  show  at  the  Strand,  will  read 
the  results  during  his  performance. 
At  the  Capitol,  State  and  Criterion 
announcements  will  be  made  from  the 
stage  at  regular  intervals  while  the 
Rialto  will  use  a  public  address  sys- 

tem to  report  returns.  The  latter 
houses,  and  most  neighborhood  the- 

atres, will  rely  on  the  radio  for  the 
information. 

Raise  Prices  on  Big 

Films  Only:  De  Mille 
Higher  admissions  cannot  be  made 

a  general  policy,  but  should  be  in- stituted for  films  of  sufficient  strength 
to  warrant  the  increase,  in  the  opinion 
of  Cecil  B.  De  Mille,  who  arrived 
on  Saturday  from  Chicago  for  a  brief 
stay  here. The  production  of  better  pictures  is 
the  answer  to  the  demand  for  in- 

creased revenues  made  necessary  by 
the  loss  of  the  foreign  market,  since 
production  costs  cannot  be  cut  to  any 
appreciable  extent  because  of  higher 
labor  costs,  he  said. 
De  Mille  will  leave  Wednesday 

night  by  train  for  the  Coast,  accom- 
panied by  Cliff  Lewis,  Paramount  stu- 

dio publicity  man,  and  Ted  Bonnett, 
handling  De  Mille  publicity,  who 
came  here  with  him.  De  Mille's  next 
picture  will  be  "Reap  the  Wild Wind,"  in  color. 
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PAT  CASEY,  producers  labor  rep- resentative, plans  to  leave  for  the 

Coast  at  the  end  of  the  week  follow- 
ing a  brief  visit  here.    He  arrived 

from  Hollywood  a  few  days  ago. o 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  pres- 
ident, is  due  from  Chicago  today. 

Mort  Blumenstock,  in  charge  of 
Warner  advertising  and  publicity  in 
the  East,  is  due  back  today  from  a 
vacation  in  Palm  Beach. • 

Norman  Moray,  Warners  short 
subjects  sales  manager,  plans  to 
leave  for  the  Coast  today  or  tomor- row. 

William  Grady,  M-G-M  casting 
director,  is  here  on  a  periodic  talent search. • 

Stanley  Hand,  Altec  representa- 
tive, has  returned  to  the  home  office 

from  a  trip  to  the  Midwest. • 

Irving  C.  Jacocks,  Jr.,  theatre  oper- 
ator of  Branford,  Conn.,  has  been 

nominated  for  the  Connecticut  legis- lature from  Branford. • 

Charles  McCleary,  manager  of 
Loew's  Parkway,  Baltimore,  is  ill  at 
Sinai  Hospital. • 

W.  H.  Golding,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  been 
elected  to  the  City  Council  for  a  two- 
year  term. • 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  McCaffey,  head 

of  the   research   department   at  the 
RKO  studio  in  Hollywood,  is  ill  at 
her  home  with  a  heart  ailment. 

• 

Alice  Cagle  of  the  Saenger  pub- 
licity department  in  New  Orleans  has 

resigned  to  complete  a  course  in  flying. • 

Jack  Damery,  formerly  at  the  Capi- 
tol, St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  joined  the 

Regal  Films  exchange  there,  succeed- 
ing Morris  Nelson,  who  died  re- centlv. 

e 
Anthony  Petrie,  assistant  manager 

of  Loew's  State,  New  Orleans,  is  re- 
cuperating from  a  recent  operation. 

Drop  'Ramparts'  Appeal 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  27. — The  March 

of  Time  and  RKO  have  dropped  their 
appeal  to  the  State  Supreme  Court 
from  the  Pennsylvania  censor  ban  on 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch."  William 
C.  Mason,  counsel,  gave  no  reason  for 
the  decision.  The  Philadelphia  Com- 

mon Pleas  Court  earlier  had  upheld 
the  censor  action,  based  on  the  inclu- 

sion of  scenes  from  the  Nazi  film, 
"Baptism  of  Fire." 

'Dictator'  in  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Oct.  27.  —  "The 

Great  Dictator"  will  open  at  Loew's 
here  Thursday,  simultaneously  with 
similar  openings  throughout  the 
Loew  key  city  circuit.  Prices  will  be 
75  cents  matinees  and  $1.10  top  nights. 
Regular  scale  is  28-33-44  cents.  A 
minimum  run  of  two  weeks  is  ex- 
pected. 

Cash  prizes  totaling  $725  in  Para- 
mount's  "Production  Ideas  Contest" 
were  awarded  employes  at  their  Pep 

Club's  annual  party  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  Friday  evening.  Paula  Selig- 
man  of  the  Artists  Booking  Bureau 
won  a  grand  prize  of  $100  and  first 
prize  of  $50  in  the  New  York  area. 

Charles  Brouda  of  the  legal  depart- 
ment was  awarded  second  prize,  $25, 

and  there  were  60  prizes  of  $5  each. 

Wobber  to  Attend 

Cincinnati  Opening 

Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century-Fox 
sales  head,  and  Charles  E.  McCarthy, 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity, 
will  head  a  group  of  home  office  ex- 

ecutives leaving  tomorrow  for  the 

opening  of  "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  at the  Albee  and  Shubert  in  Cincinnati 
on  Friday. 
Three  radio  broadcasts,  a  civic 

luncheon,  a  costume  ball,  reception  and 
a  luncheon  for  critics  and  visitors  will 
feature  the  three-day  celebration, 
starting  Wednesday.  Tyrone  Power, 
star  of  the  film ;  Annabella,  his  wife, 
and  Patia  Power,  his  mother,  will 
attend  from  Hollywood. 

500  Attend  First 

B'nai  B'rith  Dinner 
More  than  500  members  and  guests, 

including  industry  leaders,  attended 
the  first  banquet  and  ball  of  the 
B'nai  B'rith  Cinema  Lodge  at  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  Saturday  eve- 

ning. A.  W.  Schwalberg  is  president 
of  the  lodge. 
Among  the  celebrities  who  enter- tained were  Milton  Berle,  Benny 

Fields,  Eugene  and  Willie  Howard, 
Jon  Hall,  Frances  Langford,  Martha 
Raye,  Ed  Wynn,  Benny  Goodman  and 
his  orchestra,  Abe  Lyman  and  others. 

RKO  Drops  Studio 

Talent  Department 

Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — RKO  over 
the  weekend  discontinued  its  talent  de- 

partment here,  with  Ben  Piazza,  in 
charge,  and  Julius  Evans,  who  han- 

dled talent  and  directed  tests,  and  Oli- 
ver Hinsdell,  talent  coach,  all  leaving. 

The  stock  company  will  be  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  with  the  studio  con- 

centrating on  "name"  players  in  the 
future.  No  new  players  have  been 
signed  lately. 

Danz  Names  Rosenfield 
Seattle,  Oct.  27. — Joseph  Rosen- 

field  has  been  appointed  supervisor  of 
theatre  operations  for  the  John  Danz 
Sterling  circuit  here.  He  will  direct 
the  operations  of  the  Palomar,  Capi- 

tol, Roosevelt,  Winter  Garden  and 
Colonial  in  the  downtown  sector. 

Simpson  Heads  A.B.P. 
London,  Oct.  27. — R.  G.  Simpson 

has  been  appointed  chairman  and  Eric 
Lightfoot  managing  director  of  Asso- 

ciated British  Pictures  Corp.,  Ltd., 
replacing  the  late  John  Maxwell. 

Mam  to  20th-Fox 
Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — Archie  Mayo, 

director,  has  been  signed  by  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox to  a  two-year  contract.  His 

first  assignment  will  be  "The  Great 
American  Broadcast." 

In  the  New  York  Paramount  the- 
atre division,  Jack  Bienstock  won  first 

award  of  $50  and  Joseph  Kaplan  sec- 
ond prize  of  $25,  with  10  receiving  $5 each. 

Mildred  Davis  of  the  State,  Pough- 
keepsie,  won  first  award  of  $50  in  the 
Netco  Theatres  production  ideas  con- 

test. Tony  DeFelice,  of  the  Bardavon, 
Poughkeepsie,  was  given  a  second 
prize  of  $25.  There  were  10  awards 
of  $5  each. 

S.  P.  G.  Conferences 

Wind  Up  Tomorrow 
A  conference  tomorrow  between 

M-G-M  and  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  at  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  here  will  wind  up  preliminary 
discussions  on  the  Guild's  demand  for 
recognition  as  collective  bargaining 
agency  for  all  advertising  and  pub- 

licity employes  in  the  home  offices  of 
major  companies. 

Meetings  were  held  last  week  with 
20th  Century-Fox,  United  Artists, 
Warners,  Paramount  and  Columbia. 
The  union  has  not  announced  its  plans 
concerning  Universal.  Charles  Kram- 

er, N.L.R.B.  field  examiner,  is  in 
charge  of  the  meetings. 

RKO  Closes  Deals 

With  Two  Circuits 

RKO  has  closed  new  season  prod- 
uct deals  with  the  Sparks  Circuit  in 

Florida  and  the  M.  A.  Lightman  Cir- 
cuit of  Memphis,  both  Paramount  af- 

filiates. Robert  Mochrie,  Eastern 
and  Southern  sales  manager,  who  re- 

turned here  Friday,  acted  for  RKO 
with  District  Manager  Dave  Prince 
in  negotiations  with  S.  A.  Lynch  for 
Sparks,  and  with  Prince  and  Al 
Avery,  RKO  Memphis  manager,  in 
the  deal  with  Lightman. 

'U'  Seeks  Details 

In  Freiday  Action 
Universal  on  Friday  filed  applica- 

tion in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  to 
compel  William  Freiday,  a  director 
of  the  company  and  plaintiff  in  a 
stockholder  suit,  to  separately  enu- 

merate the  charges  of  his  complaint 
and  to  strike  out  certain  allegations 
as  prejudicial.  The  application  was 
made  by  Joseph  Proskauer  who  has 
been  retained  to  defend  Universal, 
its  officers  and  directors. 

Elmer  A.  Shard  Dies 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  27. — Elmer  A. 
Shard,  51,  operator  of  the  suburban 
Monte  Vista  and  Emery  theatres,  died 
at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  here 
Friday.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  one  son. 

Dies  at  Paramount  Party 

Ernway  Beay,  member  of  the  Para- mount accounting  department  here, 
died  of  a  heart  attack  at  the  Para- 

mount Pep  Club  dinner-dance  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  on  Friday  evening. 

N.  Y.  Exhibitor  Killed 

Harry  Blinderman,  60,  owner  of  the 
Palace  Theatre  at  2404  Second  Ave., 
Manhattan,  was  killed  on  Friday  when 
he  fell  from  a  ladder  at  the  theatre. 

2 -Year  Attendance 

At  Fair  45,000,000 

The  New  York  World's  Fair 
closed  yesterday,  with  an  esti- mated attendance  of  slightly 
more  than  19,000,000  for  the 

170  days  of  this  year's  run. 
Last  year's  total  attendance was  25,817,265  for  185  days, 
making  an  aggregate  attend- ance for  the  two  seasons  of 
about  45,000,000. 

Myers  Again  Asks 

Kuykendall  Views 

Washington,  Oct.  27. — Crediting 
Harry  Brandt,  I.T.O.A.  president, 
with  having  "helped  exhibitors  to  a 
clearer  understanding"  of  the  consent 
decree  by  stating  his  full  objections 
to  the  decree  in  response  to  a  re- 

quest, Abram  Myers,  Allied  States 
chairman,  today  renewed  his  attempt 
to  obtain  a  similar  response  from 
Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- dent. 
Kuykendall  refused  last  week  to 

respond  to  Myers'  request  on  the 
grounds  that  M.P.T.O.A.'s  objections to  the  decree  have  been  made  known 
to  the  Department  of  Justice,  to  mem- 

bers of  the  organization  and  the  trade 

press,  and  questioned  Myers'  right  to make  the  request. 

Myers  now  asserts  that,  "the  justifi- cation (for  his  request)  was  that 
both  (Kuykendall  and  Brandt)  had 
been  attacking  Allied  and  Allied 
leaders"  for  their  stand  on  the  de- 
cree. Allied  since  has  voted  to  oppose  the 
decree,  thus  aligning  itself  with  both 
the  M.P.T.O.A  and  I.T.O.A. 

Liveright  Publishes 

New  Book  by  Nizer 
Louis  Nizer,  theatrical  attorney  and 

member  of  the  firm  of  Phillips,  Nizer, 
Benjamin  and  Krim,  has  written  a 
book,  "Thinking  on  Your  Feet,"  which has  just  been  published  by  Liveright Publishing  Corp. 

Bookers  Hold  Dinner 
About  130  members  and  guests  of 

the  Motion  Pictures  Bookers  Club 
were  present  Friday  night  at  a  get- 
together  dinner  at  Leon  and  Eddie's. 
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That's  the  watch-word  in  America  today. . . 

Business  is  humming . . .  the  defense  program  is  making  new  jobs 

by  the  thousands . . . people  are  working  and  going  back  to  work.. . 

There's  more  money  in  circulation . . .  more  people  to  spend  it... 

they're  looking  for  entertainment. . .  crying  for  it. . .  begging  for  it. . . 
you  have  it  in  the  magnificent  new  pictures  which  every  company 

in  the  business  has  in  production  or  ready  for  release . . . 

But . . .  you  must  tell  them  about  it!  Lead  them  your  way. . .  Full 

Speed  Ahead  with  advertising  that  stops  'em . . .  sells  'em . . .  moves 
that  impulse  to  buy... 

The  Prize  Baby  of  the  Industry  is  matching  that  magnificent  product 

with  theatre  advertising  to  sell  that  product . . .  full  speed  ahead  in 

all  forms  of  advertising . . .  TRAILERS . . .  LOBBY- DISPLAYS . . .  POSTERS 

. . .  WINDOW-CARDS . . .  STILLS . . .  BANNERS . . .  CUT-OUTS . . .  everything 

that  helps  make  good  grosses  bigger  grossers . . . 

Keep  their  feet  moving  your  way . . .  cash  in  on  this  new  spending 

power .  . .  cash  in  with  this  new  selling -power . . .  cash  in  with  the 
Three  Best  Sellers  in  the  Business . . .  FULL  SPEED  AHEAD! 

nflTionflLk9<^seRvicE  '  nflTionflL^^1  accessories 
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Decree  Will  Go 

To  U.  S.  Court 

U  n  changed 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
materially  altering  the  draft  of  Aug.  3. 
However,  several  revisions  of  the 

sequence  of  the  decree's  provisions were  made.  For  example,  the  trade 

showings  provision,  which  was  former- 
ly Clause  1,  now  is  Clause  3 ;  the  pro- visions covering  clearance,  formerly 

Clause  5,  now  are  incorporated  in 

Clause  8;  the  provisions  on  "discrimi- 
nation," which  formerly  constituted 

Clause  7,  now  are  Clause  10. 
The  escape  clause  and  the  provision 

for  a  three-year  limitation  on  the  new 
selling  methods,  which  prevails  if  the 
escape  clause  is  not  invoked,  remain 
unchanged.  Termination  of  the  decree 
by  either  of  these  two  means  still  will 
have  no  effect  on  the  arbitration  pro- 

visions.   Those  provisions  are  perma- 
nently established  by  the  decree. 

The     consenting  companies 
make  no  admission  of  violation 
of  the  anti-trust  laws  in  enter- 

ing into  the  decree. 
Individual  counsel  for  the  consenting 

companies  will  sign  the  decree  for 
their  principals. 

The  three  members  of  the  arbitra- 
tion appeals  board  will  be  designated 

by  the  court  and  will  receive  compen- 
sation comparable  with  that  of  a  New 

York  Supreme  Court  Justice.  Mem- 
bers of  local  arbitration  boards  will 

receive  compensation  on  a  per  diem 
basis,  scaled  according  to  the  status  of 
the  exchange  centers  in  which  they  are 
located. 

It  is  believed  likely  that  the  Govern- 
ment's amended  complaint,  aimed  at 

the  three  non-consenting  companies, 
will  be  filed  tomorrow,  although  the 
Government's  petition  for  leave  to  file 
such  a  complaint  may  be  made  to 
Judge  Goddard  then.  The  new  com- 

plaint will  name  all  eight  major  de- 
fendants, their  subsidiaries,  officers, 

etc.,  but  the  five  consenting  companies 
and  their  associates  will  be  dismissed 
as  defendants  in  the  amended  com- 

plaint as  soon  as  final  court  approval 
has  been  given  the  decree. 

Pullman  Cars  to  Roach 

The  Pullman  Co.'s  $80,000  exhibit 
at  the  World's  Fair,  consisting  of 
several  cars,  is  being  dismantled  and 
will  be  sent  to  the  Coast  for  use  by 
Hal  Roach  in  his  production  of 
"Broadway  Limited,"  which  will  be 
released  by  U.  A. 

Goldsmith  Develops 
New  Television  Tube 
Dr.  Alfred  N.  Goldsmith, 

consulting  engineer  and  long 
prominent  in  the  film  indus- 

try, has  patented  a  small, 
cheap  cathode  ray  tube  which 
may  have  a  strong  influence 
on  television  development. 
The  inexpensive  tubes  may 

be  used  in  multiple  arrange- 
ment for  the  projection  of  a 

large  image  instead  of  the 
present  method  of  a  single 
expensive  cathode  tube,  it  is 
said. 

Feature  Review 

The  Trail  Blazers 

(Republic) 
The  establishment  of  telegraphic  communication  in  the  West  is 

once  again  the  theme  of  an  outdoor  action  thriller,  and  in  this  instance 
a  vehicle  for  "The  Three  Mesquiteers,"  in  the  persons  of  Robert  Liv- 

ingston, Bob  Steele  and  Rufe  Davis. 
Barry  Shipman's  screenplay,  an  adaptation  of  an  original  story  by 

Earle  Snell,  is  a  series  of  acts  of  sabotage,  ruthless  killings,  fights, 
and  the  like,  typical  of  such  fare.  It  all  culminates  in  the  successful 
completion  of  the  telegraph  lines  and  the  transmission  of  a  message 
which  causes  the  defeat  of  the  outlaws. 

Other  members  of  the  cast  are  Pauline  Moore,  Weldon  Heyburn, 
Carroll  Nye,  Tom  Chatterton  and  Si  Jenks.  George  Sherman  directed 
for  Harry  Grey,  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.   "G."  * 
*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

DuMont  Starts 

Its  Telecasts 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
for  a  number  of  weeks.    The  trans- 

mitter uses  only  50  watts  at  present. 
DuMont  has  avoided  mention  of 

these  transmissions  and  no  prelimi- 
nary announcement  had  been  made 

of  Callahan's  talk.  Since  few  per- sons turn  their  receivers  to  Channel 
4,  the  first  live  show  came  as  a  con- 

siderable surprise. 
At  the  same  time,  DuMont  demon- 

strated its  time-persistent  tube,  de- 
veloped for  15-frame  per  second  trans- 

mission. The  first  one,  which  showed 
the  image  in  black  and  white,  rather 
than  yellow,  was  completed  Thursday. 
Demonstration  transmissions  were 
made  at  525  lines,  at  both  15  and  30 
frames.  The  new  tube  is  designed 
to  retain  the  image  long  enough  to 
avoid  flicker  at  15  frames. 

Buy  Hemingway  Novel 
Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — Ernest  Hem- 

ingway's new  novel  of  the  Spanish 
civil  war,  "For  Whom  the  Bells  Toll," 
has  been  purchased  by  Paramount. 

I.  A.  Report  on 

Autonomy  Ready 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
of  these  jurisdictional  problems  had 
their  origin  in  the  segregation  of  the 
various  workers'  classifications  which 
formerly  comprised  Local  37  into  sep- 

arate locals. 
No  information  concerning  the  na- 

ture of  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tions has  been  received  here.  How- 

ever, it  would  not  surprise  many  labor 
officials  here  if  the  recommendations 
were  to  revoke  the  autonomy  of  the 
studio  locals  and  return  their  ad- 

ministration to  the  I.A.T.S.E.  presi- 
dent. 

Ampa  Drops  Dues  for 
Members  in  Service 

The  Ampa  will  waive  membership 
dues  for  members  called  into  military 
service,  it  was  decided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors.  Leon  Bamber- 

ger presided. At  the  Ampa  luncheon  next  Thurs- 
day at  the  Edison  Hotel,  Paul  Terry, 

cartoon  producer,  celebrating  his  25th 
years  in  films,  will  be  guest  of  honor. 

Television  Session  Ends  SMPE  Meet 

Hollywood,  Oct.  27. — With  labora- 
tory sessions  in  the  morning  and  after- 

noon and  a  television  session  in  the 
evening,  the  annual  Fall  convention  of 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engi- 

neers ended  at  the  Hollywood  Roose- 
velt Hotel  here  on  Friday.  Technical 

experts  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
who  attended  as  delegates  to  the  con- 

vention left  for  their  homes  yesterday 
and  today.  The  series  of  technical  ses- 

sions which  made  up  the  convention 
program  began  last  Monday. 

Light  Meter  Described 
The  development  of  a  light  meter 

which  is  said  to  solve  one  of  the  chief 
problems  of  photography  was  described 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Fri- 

day. The  meter  was  described  by  its 
inventor,  Capt.  Don  Norwood,  as 
measuring  the  direct  light  on  the  sub- 

ject at  the  light  source,  instead  of  the 
reflected  light  from  the  subject. 

S.  L.  Reiches  of  Cleveland  described 
a  measuring  system  for  testing  motion 

picture  sound  reproducing  equipment 
in  the  theatre.  Other  papers  during 
the  day  were  read  by  W.  H.  Offen- 
hauser,  Precision  Laboratories;  J.  I. 
Crabtree  and  H.  D.  Russell,  Eastman 
Kodak,  and  C.  E.  Ives  and  C.  W. 
Jensen  of  Eastman  Kodak. 

Talks  by  Television  Experts 

During  the  concluding  television  ses- 
sion, Dr.  Vladimir  K.  Zworykin,  RCA 

director  of  electronic  research,  ex- 
plained the  mechanics  and  use  of  the 

electronic  microscope  developed  under 
his  direction.  The  final  session  in- 

cluded the  report  of  the  television  com- 
mittee by  its  chairman,  Dr.  Peter  C. 

Goldmark,  television  engineer  of  CBS  ; 
the  pioneering  television  coverage  of 
the  Republican  convention  in  Philadel- 

phia; a  paper  by  H.  R.  Lubcke  of  the 
Don  Lee  Broadcasting  System  on  the 
similarity  between  photography  for 
television  and  motion  pictures,  and  an- 

other by  C.  F.  Wolcott  on  problems  in 
television  resolution  and  standards. 

Air  Attacks  on 

London  Close 

100  Theatres 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

in  an  effort  to  overcome  the  impasse. 
The  council  plan  called  for  the  estab- lishment of  mobile  units  to  show  tecly,  ̂  
nical  films  and  entertainment  subject^  Z 
without  admission  charge. 
The  council  now  declares  that  it 

does  not  seek  a  free  sur>nV  of  films, 
which  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  the' 
trade's  declaration  of  non-cooperation, 
but  so  far  has  not  denied  the  original 
intention  to  show  the  films  to  soldiers 
without  admission  charge. 
However,  it  is  considered  possible 

that  distributor  and  exhibitor  repre- 
sentatives may  later  confer  with  the 

militarv  authorities  because  of  their 
willingness  to  assist  in  any  move  of  a 
patriotic  nature.  Nevertheless  the 
trade  is  greatly  concerned  with  that 
aspect  of  the  plan  which  would  have 
300  mobile  film  units  offering  competi- 

tion to  regular  theatres  already  badly 
hit,  and  further  aggravated  by  the  mo- 

bile units  of  the  Ministry  of  Informa- tion. 

Connecticut  Unit  to 

Get  Decree  Report 

New  Haven,  Oct.  27.— The  Con- 
necticut M.P.T.O.  will  meet  here  to- 
morrow, with  Irving  C.  Jacocks,  Jr., 

vice-president,  presiding.  Herman  M. 
Levy,  executive  secretary,  will  report 
on  the  present  status  of  the  consent 
decree,  and  also  on  his  conference 
with  Thuman  Arnold,  Assistant  At- 

torney General,  during  a  recent  visit 
in  Washington. 

Grant  Defense  More 

Time  in  Cassil  Action 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  27. — Major  dis- tributors and  the  Dubinsky  Brothers, 
who  are  defendants  in  the  $450,000 
anti-trust  suit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Cassil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  have 
been  granted  until  Nov.  4  for  plead- 

ings in  answer  to  the  Cassils'  filing of  a  bill  of  particulars. 

LaCrosse  Trial  to 

Begin  Wednesday 
Trial  of  the  LaCrosse  anti-trust  suit 

against  major  distributors  is  sched- 
uled to  begin  Wednesday  in  Federal 

court  at  Madison,  Wis.  Louis  Phil- 
lips, Paramount  home  office  counsel, 

has  already  left  for  Madison  to  aid in  the  defense. 

20th-Fox  Asks  Tax  Cut 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp. 

on  Friday  filed  proceedings  in  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  the  City  Tax 
Commission  for  an  order  reducing 
assessments  of  $1,145,000  for  1940-41 

to  $935,000  on  the  company's  build- ing at  544  West  56th  St.  and  an  ad- 
joining building. 

NSS  Quintet  Wins 
The  basketball  team  of  National 

Screen  Service  late  last  week  defeated 
the  Cohen  &  Goldman  team,  and  will 
meet  the  Davega-City  Radio  quintet this  Thursday. 

Pi 
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Decree  Terms 

Will  Dislocate 

Sales  Methods 

Officials   Study  British 

Trade  Showing  System 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
Distribution  experts  admit  that  the 

proposed  New  York  consent  decree 
will  dislocate  selling  methods  and  al- 

ter their  manpower  setups.  However, 
none  of  the  Big  5  has  formally  un- 

:  dertaken  to  change  its  sales  opera- 
1  tions  yet.  They  are  studying  the  Brit- 

ish system  of  trade-showing  films  and 
are  awaiting  the  actual  signing  of  the 
decree  and  approval  of  the  pact  by 
the  court  before  embarking  on  any 
changes. 

The    proposed    consent  de- 
cree provisions  on  trade-show- 

ing of  films  is  patterned  after 
the   British  system   and  the 
foreign  sales  chieftains  of  the 
Big  5,  accustomed  to  such  sell- 

ing methods,  are  now  advising 
their  domestic  sales  brothers 
on  this  part  of  the  art. 
Greater    competition    for  playing 

dates  from  exhibitors  will  be  one  of 
the  principal  objects  distributors  will 
strive  for  when  the  decree's  terms  be- 

come effective,  Sept.  1,  1941.  Home 
office  officials  and  those  in  the  field  are 
of  the  opinion  that  many  changes  in 
sales  operations  will  come  both  be- 

cause of  the  trade-showing  provision 
and  because  of  the  unit-of-five  condi- 

tions.   Field  men  are  eagerly  await- 
ing new  plans  of  procedure  from  the 

home  office. 
Some  home  office  executives  have 

expressed  their  informal  opinions  that 
(.Continued  on  page  6) 

Kennedy  and  Hays 

Talk  Money  Pact 

Will  H.  Hays  and  Ambassador 
Joseph  P.  Kennedy  conferred  briefly 
following  the  latter's  arrival  here Sunday  on  the  Atlantic  Clipper  from 
Europe,  and  the  two  will  meet  again, 
probably  today,  to  further  discuss  the 
latest  British  currency  proposal  to 
the  American  industry. 
Kennedy  was  instrumental  in  nego- 

tiating both  the  expiring  agreement 
and  the  new  proposals  which  are 
slated  to  become  effective  on  Friday. 

The  M.P.P.D.A.  board  of  directors 
is  scheduled  to  meet  today  and  pos- 

sibly take  final  action  on  the  new 
British  proposals.  The  meeting  will 
also  discuss  Universale  status  under 
the  new  agreement. 

Attorney  General  Jackson 

Approves  Consent  Decree 

Metro  Against 

Screen  Use  of 

Short  Wave 

M-G-M  is  opposed  to  the  sponsor- 
ship by  film  companies  of  short  wave 

programs,  Dave  Blum,  M-G-M  direc- 
tor of  foreign  publicity,  declared  yes- 

terday. Blum,  whose  name  was  in- 
cluded by  NBC  as  one  of  those  who 

would  attend  a  luncheon  today  to  dis- 
cuss short  wave  programs  by  film 

companies,  said  M-G-M  would  not  be 
represented  because  it  was  opposed  to 
the  whole  idea. 

United  Artists  and  20th  Century- 
Fox  had  previously  indicated  their  dis- 

approval and  some  of  the  other  five 
companies  may  also  drop  considera- 

tion of  the  plan,  Blum  said. 
Blum  asserted  that  short  wave  re- 

ception in  Latin  America  is  on  about 
the  same  status  that  it  is  in  this  coun- 

try and  that  the  audience  does  not 
warrant  any  large  expenditures.  Al- 

though the  time  costs  would  be  neg- 
ligible, the  cost  of  preparing  such 

programs  would  be  high,  Blum 
pointed  out.  He  said  that  there  would 
be  little  value  in  exploiting  individ- 

ual films  over  short  wave  because 
release  dates  in  different  Latin  Amer- (Continucd  on  page  6) 

3,008  at  Studios 
Eligible  for  Draft 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28.— A  total 
of  3,008  studio  workers  is  eli- 

gible for  the  draft,  a  survey 
reveals.  At  Paramount,  596 
have  registered  for  the  draft; 
at  RKO,  270;  Republic,  175; 
Monogram,  60;  Columbia,  86; 
Twentieth  Century-Fox,  417; 
M-G-M,  575;  Warners,  about 
540;  Universal,  289. 

Skilled  Employes 

At  Studios  Seek 

Work  Guarantees 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — The  question 
of  annual  work  guarantees  to  skilled 
mechanics  will  be  brought  up  at  the 
next  annual  studio  basic  labor  agree- 

ment conferences  this  Fall,  it  was 
learned  today. 
With  the  studios  reportedly  facing 

a  shortage  of  skilled  workers  in 
various  departments,  one  studio  al- 

ready is  working  on  a  plan  to  protect 
itself  against  its  employes  being  taken 
away  by  other  companies  by  promis- 

ing that  jobs  will  be  steady  during 
the  national  emergency,  with  no  alter- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Politics  Hits  Broadway 

And  Key  Cities9  Grosses 

Politics  and  the  closing  days  of  the 
New  York  World's  Fair  caused  havoc 
over  the  weekend  and  again  yesterday 
at  Broadway  first  runs,  with  the  ex- 

ception of  "The  Great  Dictator," which  continued  strong. 
With  about  1,000,000  persons  at- 

tracted to  the  Fair  for  its  last  two 
days,  business  along  Broadway  went 
into  a  slump  over  Saturday  and  Sun- 

day. The  appearance  of  President 
Roosevelt  on  Times  Square  yester- 

day drew  huge  crowds  who  waited 
perhaps  two  hours  to  see  him  pass. 
Additionally,  in  the  evening  the  Demo- 

cratic rally  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den drew  thousands  into  the  theatre 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Theatre  business  has  fallen  off  in 

most  key  cities  as  a  result  of  the  po- 
litical campaign,  and  President  Roose- 

velt has  most  of  the  effect  on  the 
box-office,  a  survey  yesterday  re- 

vealed. Business  has  been  off  as  much 
as  50  per  cent  when  the  President 
and  Wendell  Willkie  spoke,  theatre 
managers  asserted,  and  about  20  per 
cent  off  when  Willkie  spoke  alone. 

President  Roosevelt's  power  to  keep 
listeners  home  could  not  be  deter- 

mined precisely  because  Willkie  also 
spoke  on  the  same  night  but  observ- 

ers generally  agreed  that  the  Presi- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Court  Gets  Pact  Today; 

Judge  Goddard  May  Set 
Hearing  in  Two  Weeks 

U.  S.  Attorney  General  Robert 
Jackson  has  formally  approved  the 
proposed  New  York  case  consent 
decree.  Today,  the  Government 
will  present  the  pact  to  Federal 

Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard,  follow- 
ing which  the  court  is  expected 

to  set  a  hearing  date  to  give  pro- 
testing exhibitors  an  opportunity 

to  express  their  views  on  the  settle- ment. 

Jackson's  approval  was  granted 
over  the  weekend,  according  to 
Washington  advices.  His  tentative 
approval  of  the  settlement  proceed- 

ings was  granted  several  weeks  ago. 
Following  the  formal  court  pre- 

sentation, the  terms  of  the  pact  will 
be  made  public  through  release  of 
the  pact  to  the  press  by  the  Gov- 

ernment's attorneys. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  those 

who  are  close  to  the  proceedings 
that  the  exhibitor  hearing  will  be 
set  for  approximately  two  weeks 
from  today.  This  is  on  account  of 
the  national  election  held  next 
Tuesday. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  expected 
that  the  Government  will  ask  the 
court  for  leave  to  file  an  amended 
complaint  against  the  three  non- 
consenting  companies,  Columbia, 
United  Artists  and  Universal. 

The  final  draft  of  the  arbitration 
proposals  in  the  proposed  settlement were  completed  only  yesterday  by 
Government  lawyers  and  counsel 
for  the  assenting  companies,  to- 

gether with  officials  of  the  Ameri- 
can Arbitration  Association.  It 

differs  in  many  minor  respects 
from  earlier  drafts. 

Syracuse  Showmen 
To  Meet  Thursday 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  28. — A 
meeting  will  be  held  here  Thursday 
to  complete  organization  of  the  Cen- 

tral division  of  the  M.P.T.O.  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Officers  and  di- 

rectors of  the  Syracuse  area  will  be 
elected,   and  policies  outlined. 
The  local  organization  is  headed 

by  Sidney  L.  Grossman. 
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Some  Compensation 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  28 

FOR  the  entire  past  week, 
a  draft  registration  card 

and  one  ticket  admitted  any 
prospective  conscriptee  and 
his  best  girl  into  Charles 
Goldfine's  Alden  Theatre 
here. 

To  Seek  'Rescue'  of 

Star  Use  Agreement 

An  effort  to  rescue  the  "gentleman's 
agreement"  not  to  use  star  or  other 
symbols  in  picture  and  theatre  adver- 

tising will  be  made  by  major  company 
advertising  and  publicity  directors  this 
week. 

The  agreement  was  ended  last  week 
when  the  Paramount  used  the  stars  in 
its  advertising  after  the  Rivoli,  which 
was  not  a  party  to  the  agreement,  had 
refused  to  eliminate  them  from  its  ad- 

vertising. Indications  are  that  efforts 
will  be  made  to  bring  the  Rivoli  into 
the  agreement. 

It  is  reported  that  Loew's,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox and  RKO  are  taking  the 

lead  in  attempting  to  revive  the  agree- 
ment not  to  use  the  stars.  Universal 

and  Columbia  have  agreed  to  go  along 
with  the  majority  and  the  other  three 
major  companies  are  said  to  be  await- 

ing further  developments. 

Joins  Variety  Club 
Boston,  Oct.  28. — The  Friars  Club 

of  Boston  has  voted  unanimously  to  go 
into  the  National  Variety  Clubs  of 
America.  It  will  become  Tent  No. 
23.    Steve  Broidy  is  president. 

MAINLINERS 

to 

LOS  ANGELES 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 

The  Continental  lv.  7  pm 

The  Overland  Flyer  Lv.  11 :40  pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR LINES 

67  Wall  St.  or  58  E.  42nd  St. 
MU-2-7300 

Personal  Mention 

CUFF  WORK,  Universal  vice- president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion, is  in  town  from  the  Coast  for 

home  office  conferences. • 

William  C.  Gehring,  Central  di- 
vision manager  for  20th  Century-Fox, 

leaves  tonight  for  Chicago  to  nego- 
tiate circuit  product  deals. • 

Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  M.P.P. 
DA.  general  counsel,  returned  to 
his  office  yesterday  following  a 
month's  illness. • 

Lou  Smith,  Columbia  studio  pub- 
licity manager,  is  visiting  the  home office. 

• 

M.  J.  Siegel,  head  of  the  Republic 
studio,  is  here  for  conferences  with 
Herbert  J.  Yates. 

Leo  Spitz  is  in  Chicago  this  week. 

Edwin  L.  Weisl  is  in  Chicago. 

George  Schutz,  editor  of  Better 
Theatres,  is  touring  the  Midwest. 

Henry  Reiner,  National  Screen 
Service  salesman  in  New  York,  is  the 
father  of  a  boy,  born  last  week  at  the 
Lying-In  Hospital. • 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Beetson  ar- 
rived from  the  Coast  over  the  week- 

end on  the  City  of  Los  Angeles.  They 
leave  today  by  train. 

• 
Gene  Stutenroth,  manager  of  the 

Fox  Theatre,  Burlington,  N.  J.,  is 
in  town. 

Frank  Gill,  film  critic  of  the  De- 
troit Free  Press,  was  married  to 

Sybil  Bingay  late  last  week. 
• 

Harry  Pickett,  booker  for  the 
Craver  Theatres,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  is 
the  father  of  a  son,  born  late  last 
week. 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  vice-president of  Warners,  leaves  for  the  Coast today. 

Leo  Justin  of  the  Walter  Reade 
Circuit  has  a   new   daughter,  born 
Saturday  at  the  LeRoy  Sanitarium. • 
Boris  Morros,  Sidney  Phillips, 

Owen  Davis  and  Max  Dreyfus  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 
Sam  Dembow,  Barney  Balaban, 

Harry  Buxbaum,  Joseph  Lee,  Wal- 
ter Reade,  Jr.,  Arthur  Loew,  Ben 

Boyar,  Leonard  Goldenson  and  Leon 
Netter  having  lunch  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 
Harry  Cohn,  Joseph  Moskowitz 

and  Louis   Bernstein   lunching  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday. • 
Harry  Cosman,  Irving  Shapiro, 

Arche  Mayer,  Max  Weisfeldt, 
Rube  Jackter  and  Lou  Weinerg  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yester- 

day for  lunch. 

Maurice  Bergman,  Maurice  Free- 
man,    William     German,  Alan 

Freedman     and     Charles  Paine 
lunching  yesterday  at  the  Tavern. • 
Howard  Smith  of  the  Dixie, 

Brooksville,  Fla.,  is  visiting  here  for 
a  few  days. 

Thomas  Killeen,  Comerford  The- 
atres district  manager,  is  theatre  divi- 
sion chairman  of  the  Scranton  Com- 

munity Welfare  Federation  drive. 
• 

Nat    Turberg,    manager    of  the 
Northio  Paramount,  Hamilton,  O.,  is 
in  Mercy  Hospital,  where  he  is  re- 

cuperating from  a  minor  operation. • 
Joan  Bennett  leaves  for  the  Coast today. 

RKO  Managers  Hold 

Annual  Dinner  Party 

John  J.  O'Connor,  head  of  RKO  the- atre operations,  was  host  at  Toots 
Shor's  Restaurant  last  night  to  about 
150  executives  and  managers  of  RKO 
Theatres  at  the  circuit's  annual  din- 

ner and  party.  The  wives  and  fem- 
inine friends  of  those  present  were 

guests  of  RKO  at  a  Broadway  stage 
show,  after  which  they  joined  the  the- 

atre men  at  the  Hurricane  Club. 
Among  those  at  the  dinner  were 

Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Leon  Goldberg, 
Fred  Meyers,  Harry  Mandel,  Richard 
Patterson,  Max  Fellerman,  Louis 
Goldberg,  James  Brennan,  Sol 
Schwartz,  Charles  MacDonald,  Wil- 

liam Howard  and  William  England. 

Columbia  Meets  in 

Chicago  Saturday 
Columbia's  Central  district  sales  or- 

ganization will  meet  in  Chicago  on 
Saturday,  to  discuss  sales  and  exhibi- 

tion plans  for  "Arizona"  and  the  com- 
pany's other  forthcoming  product.  Abe 

Montague,  general  sales  manager,  and 
Rube  Jackter,  assistant  sales  manager, 
will  conduct  the  meeting.  It  is  the 
third  of  a  series  of  such  rneetings, 
others  having  been  held  in  Atlanta 
and  Washington. 

Harry  Arthur  Head 

Of  St.  Louis  Club 
St.  Louis,  Oct.  28— Harry  Arthur, 

Jr.,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager of  Fanchon  &  Marco,  has  been 

elected  chief  barker  of  the  St.  Louis 
Variety  Club,  succeeding  Tony  Ma- 
treci.  Other  officers  are  Louis  K. 
Ansell  and  Harry  Hynes,  assistant 
barkers  ;  George  Wiegand,  treasurer ; 
Chauncy  B.  Nelson,  secretary.  Mem- 

bers of  the  board  of  directors  include 
Sam  Shucart,  Clarence  Turley,  Herb- 

ert Washburn,  Joseph  Ansell,  Clar- ence Hill  and  Alvin  Wolff. 

Bookers  to  Collect 

Clothes  for  British 
The  Motion  Picture  Bookers  Club 

will  undertake  to  collect  used  clothing 
for  British  war  relief.  Receiving  sta- 

tions will  be  set  up  at  the  exchanges 
here.  Harold  Kline  of  the  Cocalis 
Circuit,  president  of  the  organization, will  direct  the  work. 

Office  Guild  Wins  M-G-M 
Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — Screen  Office 

Employes  Guild  has  added  M-G-M 
where  it  has  won  a  collective  bargain- 

ing agency,  the  N.L.R.B,  has  an- nounced. 

Ennis  Tells  How 

Charlie  Chaplin 

Came  to  Keystone 

Editor,  Motion  Picture  Daily  : 
I  note,  with  a  considerable  personal- 

interest,  Chaplin's  statement  in  your issue  of  Oct.  22,  that  his  first  picture 
offer  came  in  1913,  from  a  New  York 
agent,  addressed  to  Charles  Chap- liniere. 

His  memory  is  pardonably  errant 
after  twenty-eight  years. 

Early  in  1912,  as  press  agent  for 
Keystone,  I  was  asked  by  Adam  Kes- 
sell,  president  of  the  New  York  Mo- tion Picture  Co.,  owner  of  Keystone, 
to  locate  a  man  named  Charles  Caplin, 
with  Karno's  Pantomime  Company. 

A  search  through  the  Billboard's route  list  by  my  brother,  Harry  En- 
nis, then  movie  editor  of  Billboard, 

established  the  Karno  unit  playing  in Philadelphia. 

A  wire  sent  to  this  unit  was  an- 
swered by  Billy  Reeves,  company 

manager,  as  follows :  "We  have  a  man named  Charles  Chaplin,  not  Caplin, 

with  this  company." The  rest  is  history — and  also  water under  the  bridge. Yours  sincerely, 

Bert  Ennis 

Agnew  Says  Gross 
On  'Police'  Is  Big 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  Paramount  sales 
manager,  yesterday  reported  that  the 
company's  Cecil  B.  DeMille  film, 
"North  West  Mounted  Police,"  is 
running  substantially  ahead  of  the  pre- 

vious DeMille  film,  "Union  Pacific," in  virtually  ■  all  its  key  city  engage- 
ments. He  said  no  public  opposition 

has  been  reported  in  any  situation  to 
the  advanced  admission  scale  for  the 

film. 
S hour as  Trial  to  Nov.  6 

Federal  Judge  John  T.  Clancy  yes- 
terday postponed  trial  to  Nov.  6  of 

the  Government's  tax  case  against 
George  P.  Skouras,  Skouras  Theatres 
Corp.,  Harvey  B.  Newins  and  Ktima 

Corp. 

Joins  Monogram  Staff 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  28.  —  Victor 

D'Ambrozio  has  joined  the  sales  staff 
of  Monogram  here. 
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As  Ions:  a 

As  long  as  men  and  women  dream  of  a  new 

house,  a  new  car.  .  .  as  long  as  boys  and  girls 

dream  of  making  fame  and  fortune  with  their 

songs  or  guitar-playing  or  tap-dancing . .  . 

Just  so  long  will  you  find  the  human  respon- 

siveness which  helps  explain  the  unique  adver- 

tising success  of  Major  Bowes'  Original  Amateur 

Hour  and  Chrysler  Cars. 

By  design,  by  luck,  you  have  in  this  famous 

program  — now  in  its  two  hundred  and  eleventh 

consecutive  week  over  the  Columbia  network— 

a  meeting  place  of  human  impulses  that  mesh 

together  powerfully. 

The  raw  materials  of  the  program  are  the  hopes 

and  ambitions  of  boys  and  girls.  The  audience  of 



people  dream...
 

35,000,000  adults  each  week  listen  and  laugh  at 

some,  applaud  and  vote  for  others;  it's  pleasing 

to  help  discover  the  new  and  talented. 

But  all  the  while  that  vast  audience  also  has  its 

own  hopes  and  its  own  wishes . . .  for  new  things, 

new  cars.  So  when  Major  Bowes  begins  to  talk 

to  those  personal  hopes  and  wishes,  begins  to 

talk  about  the  superlative  new  Chrysler  cars,  he 

talks  to  an  alive  and  responsive  audience. 

Chrysler's  President  Keller  calls  this  CBS  pro- 

gram". .  .an  important  medium  in  acquainting 

the  people  with  Chrysler  products,  and  in  creat- 

ing enthusiasm  among  dealers,  and  in  informing 

many  millions  of  the  quality,  performance  and 

service  we  wish  to  maintain  in  respect 

to  our  products." 

Columbia  Broadcasting  System 

Some  astronomy  about 

MAJOR  BOWES 

Telephoned  votes  to  Major  Bowes 

Chrysler  Programs  now  total  3,102,554. 

11,385  telephone  operators,  working 

under  812  supervisors,  assisted  by  964 

messengers,  and  1370  tally  clerks  have 
recorded  these  telephoned  votes. 

During  these  four  years  Major  Bowes 

has  saluted  206  cities  and  2  World's  Fairs. 

Major  Bowes  has  received  2726  hon- 
orary appointments  from  public  officials, 

organizations,  fraternities,  clubs  and  the 

like,  in  229  cities. 

Over  114,400  auditions  have  been  given 

for  Major  Bowes'  Original  Amateur  Hour 
since  1936;  2704  amateur  acts  reached 

the  air;  4000  performers  appeared  in 
these. 

Major  Bowes'  Amateur  units  have 
visited  95%  of  all  American  cities  with 

a  population  of  2500  or  more. 

In  the  211  broadcasts  over  CBS  air  for 

Chrysler  products,  Major  Bowes' Amateur Hour  has  made  some  4,050,000,000 

total  advertising  impressions.  (An  im- 

pression equals  one  listener  to  all  or 

part  of  one  broadcast} 

During  this  same  period  Major  Bowes 

has  spoken  114,400  words  of  commer- 
cials for  Chrysler  products. 

Major  Bowes  has  never  missed  an 
Amateur  Hour  broadcast 
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Decree  Terms  to  Dislocate 

Methods  of  Distribution 

Metro  Against 

Screen  Use  of 

Politics  Hits 

Grosses  All 

Over  Country 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
area  but  their  interest  was  in  politics 
and  not  in  films.  Throngs  kept  mill- 

ing about  in  the  streets  and  the  Gar- den was  packed. 
"The  Great  Dictator"  continued  to 

lead  the  parade  during  the  past  week. 
In  its  second  week,  which  ends  to- 

night, it  should  gross  an  estimated 
$75,000  at  the  Capitol  and  an  esti- 

mated $19,000  at  the  Astor,  capacity 
at  the  latter  house.  It  is  held  over 
indefinitely. 

Another  strong  holdover  was  "Arise 
My  Love"  with  Tommy  Reynolds' band  on  the  stage,  which  drew  an  es- 

timated $24,000  over  the  weekend  and 
should  end  its  second  week  at  the 
Paramount  tonight  with  an  estimated 

$50,000.  It  will  go  a  third  week.  "The Westerner"  with  a  stage  show  at  the 
Music  Hall  grossed  an  estimated 
$50,000  for  the  first  four  days  and 
"Escape"  will  open  there  Thursday. 

At  the  Strand,  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American"  with  Woody  Hermanns 
band  on  the  stage  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $18,000  for  the  first  three  days 
of  the  second  week.  "Down  Argen- 

tine Way"  with  a  stage  show  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $25,500  for  the 
first  four  days  of  its  second  week  at 
the  Roxy  and  it  will  be  held  until 
Saturday  when  "The  Mark  of  Zorro" 
will  bow.  The  third  week  of  "Long 
Voyage  Home"  which  ends  tonight  at 
the  Rivoli  should  bring  an  estimated 
$16,000  and  it  will  be  held  until  Tues- 

day when  "Christmas  in  July"  will 
open.  "Captain  Caution"  grossed  an estimated  $6,700  for  a  week  at  the 
Globe.  "East  of  the  River,"  which 
opened  at  the  Globe  Saturday,  drew 
an  estimated  $5,700  over  the  week- end. 

Business  Also  Off 

At  Key  City  Runs 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

dent's  pulling  power  appeared  to  be 
much  stronger. 

Theatres  in  Democratic  strongholds 
reported  that  grosses  took  a  big  dip 
when  the  President  made  his  first  big 
speech  of  the  campaign  last  Wednes- day. 

In  a  number  of  localities  it  was 
reported  that  there  was  no  adverse  ef- 

fect from  either  candidate's  speeches, 
but  such  situations  were  in  the  min- 

ority. The  fact  that  most  political 
speeches  come  at  a  late  hour  was 
pointed  to  as  a  factor  which  increases 
their  competition  to  films.  Although 
it  was  generally  felt  that  all  cam- 

paign speeches  attracted  listeners  who 
otherwise  might  attend  theatres,  the 
consensus  was  that  only  the  two  top 
candidates  offered  serious  competition. 

Kent  Returns  from 

Production  Parley 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th  Century-Fox 
president,  arrived  from  the  Coast  by 
train  yesterday. 

Kent  described  his  two-week  visit  at 
the  studio  as  "routine"  and  concerned 
in  the  main  with  future  production 
plans. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
additional  manpower  in  distribution 
will  be  necessary  and  that  sales  costs 
will  become  dislocated  and  will  in- 

crease. Others  profess  not  to  know 
what  will  happen  as  a  result  of  the 
decree  terms,  at  this  time. 

These  feel  that  there  will  be  suf- 

ficient time  following  the  court's  ap- proval of  the  pact  to  work  out  a  new 
system  of  operation  in  sales. 
An  RKO  chieftain  gave  this  opin- ion: 

"It  is  difficult  for  anyone  to  say  at 
this  time  exactly  what  changes  in 
selling  methods  will  be  necessary,  but 
it  does  appear  as  though  the  proposed 
consent  decree  will  bring  about  great- 

er operating  costs  and  extra  manpow- 
er, all  of  which  the  industry  can  ill 

afford  at  this  time." The  following  is  the  opinion  of  a 
20th  Century-Fox  executive. 

"I  think  there  will  be  an  in- 
crease of  the  costs  in  distribu- 

tion overhead  but  I  have  no 
way  of  knowing  at  this  time 
what  such  an  increase  will 
amount  to. 

"I  do  not  think  any  additional 
exchanges  will  be  necessary  as 
I  understand  under  the  pro- 

posed decree  the  exhibitor 
does  not  have  to  see  a  picture 
or  group  he  may  want  to  buy. 
"The  distributor  must  give 

him  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
pictures  before  offering  them  to 
the  exhibitor. 

"I  do  not  understand  that 
the  distributor  must  give  all 
competitor-buyers  the  opportu- 

nity to  bid  for  each  group.  We 
do  not  have  to  sell  in  groups  of 
five  but  we  cannot  sell  or  offer 
for  sale  any  group  of  more  than five. 

"I  think  that  in  the  interest 
of  convenience  and  economy  as 
many  pictures  as  possible  would 
be  screened  at  one  time. 

"Their  grouping,  however, 
would  be  a  matter  for  the  dis- 

tributor to  decide. 
"I  can't  tell  at  this  time 

whether  more  pictures  will  be 
sold  individually.  There  are  so 
many  factors  involved  that  I 
don't  think  any  possible  opin- ion could  be  hazarded. 

"As  to  franchises  I  under- 
stand that  franchise  agree- 
ments entered  into  prior  to 

June  6,  1940,  will  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  decree." 

There  have  been  no  formal  discus- 
sions on  these  problems  at  M-G-M. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  of  the  company,  presently  is 
in  Hollywood  for  studio  conferences, 

Skouras,  Altec  Renew 
Skouras  Theatres  Corp.  has  re- 

newed with  Altec  Service  Corp.  for 
service  covering  58  Skouras  houses  in 
the  Metropolitan  New  York  area. 
Bert  Sanford  negotiated  for  Altec. 
Service  agreements  with  Jensen-Von 
Herberg  Circuit,  Seattle,  have  also 
been  renewed. 

and  Tom  Connors,  Eastern,  South- 
ern and  Canadian  sales  manager,  is 

on  a  tour  of  his  territory. 
Paramount  officials,  headed  by  Bar- 

ney Balaban,  president,  had  expected 
to  take  up  the  problems  informally 
recently  in  Chicago,  while  many  of 
them  were  there  for  the  premiere  of 
"Northwest  Mounted  Police,"  but  the 
illness  of  Neil  Agnew  who  couldn't attend,  caused  the  discussions  to  be 
postponed.  Home  office  officials  are 
hopeful  that  the  matter  will  be  for- 

mally taken  up  in  Hollywood,  after 
Barney  Balaban  and  other  home  of- 

fice executives  go  to  the  Coast  for 
studio  conferences  after  election  day. 

In  the  field,  managers  are  worried 
about  getting  the  small  exhibitors  in 
to  see  pictures,  under  the  trade-show 
provisions  of  the  proposed  decree. 
New  buying  and  booking  combina- 

tions may  result,  they  believe.  The 
field  men  are  uncertain  as  to  the  pos- 

sible effect  on  their  operations  as  a 
result  of  the  decree  and  most  of  them 
feel  that  an  increase  in  personnel  and 
office  overhead  is  inevitable  while  the 
selling  results  are  completely  unpre- 
dictable. 

In  England,  mostly  all  pictures  are 
sold  on  a  percentage  basis,  except- 

ing in  the  small  town  situations,  and 
one  of  the  chief  objectives  of  selling 
there  is  to  obtain  playing  dates.  At 
the  trade  shows,  the  distributor  an- 

nounces the  pre-releease  and  general 
release  date  and  from  that  time  on, 
selling  can  commence.  It  is  compul- 

sory in  England,  under  the  Films  Act, 
after  registration  and  censorship,  to 
have  at  least  four  trade  shows  at  cer- 

tain points  throughout  Great  Britain. 
The  law  provides  that  no  exhibitor 

can  date  a  picture  in  his  theatre,  fur- 
ther ahead  than  six  months.  There- 

fore, the  exhibitor's  dating  book  is 
clear  beyond  the  period  of  six  months 
from  dating. 

In  England,  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
Films  Act,  should  the  exhibitor  and 
distributor  have  any  verbal  or  oral 
arrangement  as  regards  the  dating  of 
pictures  beyond  the  six-month  period, 
subject  to  a  heavy  fine  and  cancella- 

tion of  license. 

The  purpose  of  the  British-trade 
showing  law  is  to  eliminate  blind 
booking.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
block  booking,  say  American  officials. 

In  most  cases  these  trade  shows 
take  place  in  exchanges.  However, 
where  companies  own  theatres  that 
pre-release  pictures,  the  pictures  may 
be  shown  in  the  morning  in  one  of 
these  pre-release  houses  and  exhibi- 

tors come  in  free. 
The  picture  must  be  trade  shown  to 

exhibitors  in  all  exchange  centers  and 
the  trade  show  must  be  properly  ad- 

vertised to  the  exhibitors. 

Kansas  Unit  Meet  Nov.  14 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  28.— The  Kan- 
sas Independent  Theatres  Association 

meeting  in  Abilene,  Kan.,  Nov.  14, 
will  concern  itself  largely  with  get- 

ting acquainted  and  learning  the  views 
of  Kansas  exhibitors  with  respect  to 
the  new  organization,  Homer  F. 
Strowig,  president,  said  here. 

Short  Wave 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ican  countries  vary  widely,  because 
of  local  holidays,  seasons,  availability 
of  prints  and  similar  factors. 
Blum  said  that  dramatizations 

would  not  be  effective  because  film 
companies  do  not  wish  to  give  the  im- 

pression that  American  films  have 
been  produced  in  the  Spanish  lan- 

guage. Even  if  this  were  desirable, 
Blum  asserted,  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  find  Spanish  actors  who  could  fill 
the  roles  adequately  for  radio  per- 

formances. He  said  that  interviews 
over  the  air  would  lose  their  effect 
because  they  would  have  to  be  trans- lated. This  leaves  only  a  typical 
Hollywood  gossip  program  available, 
Blum  asserted,  and  since  such  pro- 

grams can  be  broadcast  free  of  charge 
on  other  international  short  wave  sta- 

tions there  is  no  point  in  paying  for 
them  over  NBC. 

John  Royal,  NBC  vice-president  in charge  of  development  of  new  media 
in  radio,  and  Lunsford  P.  Yandell, 
manager  of  the  international  short 
wave  division,  will  be  hosts  at  to- 

day's luncheon. 

Industry  Supports 

Unity  Mobilization 
Leaders  of  the  film  industry,  stage 

and  radio  met  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
yesterday  to  plan  the  promotion  of 
the  Mobilization  for  National  Unity 
conducted  by  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews.  More  than 
$4,000  was  raised  at  the  luncheon. 

Addressing  the  meeting  of  the 
amusement  division  were:  Dr.  Frank 
Kingdon,  Dr.  Everett  Clinchy,  For- 

mer Judge  Moses  H.  Grossman, 
Louis  Nizer,  Basil  O'Connor,  chair- man of  the  Mobilization ;  Jack  Cohn 
and  Jules  Brulatour.  Approximately 
65  attended. 

Skilled  Employes 

Seek  Guarantees (Continued  from  page  1) 

nating  peaks  and  layoffs. 
It  is  believed  that  the  creation  of 

steady  employment  in  heavy  industries 
resulting  from  the  armament  program 
will  be  attractive  to  the  studio workers. 

A  minimum  annual  work  guarantee 
has  been  sought  by  some  of  the  stu- 

dio unions,  and  they  will  point  out  to 
the  conferees  at  the  annual  meeting 
the  need  for  such  a  system.  The  paint- 

ers last  year  offered  to  return  a 
10  per  cent  wage  increase  in  favor  of 
such  a  guarantee.  The  musicians  are 
the  only  group  which  now  gets  a 
steady  weekly  salary. 

Steele  Forms  Company 

"Fathers  of  Madelon"  will  be  the 
first  picture  produced  by  the  newly 
formed  Charles  MacArthur-Al  Chris- 

tie Film  Co.  Bernard  J.  Steele,  pres- 
ident of  Odessco  Productions,  Inc., 

heads  the  new  company. 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Blondie  Plays  Cupid" 
{Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28 

«D  LONDIE  Plays  Cupid"  opens  the  1940- '41  Columbia  series  based 
on  the  popular  Chic  Young  comic  strip  with  the  consistent  zest, 

comedy  and  favorable  audience  reaction  that  have  marked  the  previous 
numbers.  However,  it  is  not  as  timely  as  it  might  have  been,  inasmuch 

as  the  plot  deals  with  Blondie's  efforts  to  keep  fireworks  away  from  her 
family  on  the  Fourth  of  July.   The  film's  release  date  is  Oct.  31. 

The  "Blondie"  regulars,  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Sims, 
Jonathan  Hale,  Danny  Mummert,  Irving  Bacon  and  "Daisy,"  the  dog, 
are  supported  by  Glenn  Ford,  Luana  Walters,  Will  Wright,  Spencer 
Charters  and  Leona  Roberts. 

The  producing-directing  team  of  Robert  Sparks  and  Frank  R.  Strayer 
again  turned  out  a  well-filled  piece  of  entertainment,  utilizing  everything 
from  dialogue  to  slapstick  to  get  laughs. 

Richard  Flournoy  and  Karen  DeWolf  turned  out  a  fast  moving  screen- 
play from  a  story  by  Charles  M.  Brown  and  Miss  DeWolf. 

Running  time,  66  minutes.     "G."  *  Vance  King 

"Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?" 
(Republic) 
Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — Offering  a  roster  of  names  supplying  abundant 

billing  ammunition — Wendy  Barrie,  John  Hubbard,  Edgar  Kennedy, 
Elizabeth  Patterson,  Onslow  Stevens,  Joyce  Compton,  Walter  Abel, 
Mona  Barrie,  Willie  Best  and  others — this  picturization  of ,  Medora 
Field's  mystery  novel  mixes  comedy  and  tragedy,  chills  and  thrills,  in  a 
manner  to  entertain  those  who  take  their  murder  fiction  straight  as  well 
as  those  who  like  the  humorous  aspect  of  it  most. 

Central  situation  is  a  gathering  of  relatives  in  the  house  of  a  deceased 
rich  man,  on  a  rainy  night,  with  murder  apparent  and  all  hands  sus- 

pected. Another  murder  complicates  matters  and  a  secret  room  adds 
to  the  mystery.  A  comedy  sheriff  tries  many  means  of  inducing  a  con- 

fession from  somebody,  but  chance  ultimately  reveals  the  culprit. 
Production  by  Albert  J.  Cohen  is  shipshape,  direction  by  Arthur  Lubin 

measuring  up,  with  dialogue  by  Hal  Fimberg  and  Frank  Hill,  Jr., 

spicing  Stuart  Palmer's  screenplay. 
Running  time,  69  minutes.   "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

"The  Fargo  Kid" (RKO) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — "The  Fargo  Kid,"  second  of  RKO's  new 
western  series  starring  Tim  Holt,  far  exceeds  in  entertainment  qualities, 
for  western  fans,  the  first  of  the  group.  In  addition  to  having  better 
action,  dialogue,  comedy  and  music,  the  picture  itself  as  a  whole  is  a 
much  better  presentation  of  outdoor  action  than  its  predecessor.  In  this, 
young  Holt,  mistaken  for  a  killer,  is  hired  to  kill  a  gold  miner  about  to 
make  a  strike.  Investigating,  he  involves  his  pals  in  what  seems  a  mean- 

ingless jumble  but  everything  smooths  itself  as  the  story  further  unfolds. 

Action  is  the  film's  keynote. 
Edward  Killy,  who  directed  the  first,  and  Bert  Kilroy,  who  produced 

it,  under  executive  producer  Lee  Marcus,  teamed  again  on  this,  a  most 
creditable  effort.  Morton  Grant  and  Arthur  V.  Jones  created  an 
entirely  plausible  sequence  of  events  from  the  W.  C.  Tuttle  story. 

Again  with  Holt  are  Ray  Whitley  and  Emmett  Lynn,  his  two  pals, 
the  former  being  the  leader  of  a  group  of  cowboy  songsters  which  gives 
voice  to  five  numbers.  Jane  Drummond  as  the  feminine  interest ;  Cyrus 
W.  Kendall,  as  the  menace,  Ernie  Adams,  Paul  Fix,  Paul  Scardon, 
Glenn  Strange  and  Mary  MacLaren  form  the  support. 

Running  time,  63  minutes.    "G."  *  Vance  King 

Intensify  Fight  on 
Duals  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  28.— Follow- 
ing its  letter  to  exhibitors  in 

the  St.  Louis  area  demanding 
a  showdown  on  duals,  the 
Better  Films  Council  of  St. 
Louis  intends  to  inaugurate 
soon  a  plan  of  "Minute 
Women"  speakers. 

Para.  Partners  to 

Meet  November  8 

Paramount  theatre  associates  will 
hold  a  two-day  meeting  in  Chicago, 
Nov.  8  and  9,  following  which  a  num- 

ber of  them  will  accompany  home  of- 
fice executives  to  the  Coast  for  pro- 

duction conferences  with  studio  offi- 
cials. 
Leonard  Goldenson  and  Sam  Dem- 

bow,  Jr.,  will  conduct  the  Chicago 
meeting.  Those  who  will  attend  in- 

clude: Earl  Hudson,  Detroit;  Tracy 
Barham,  Ohio;  John  J.  Friedl, 
Minneapolis;  Harry  David,  Salt  Lake 
City ;  Harry  Nace,  Arizona ;  John 
Balaban  and  Jules  Rubens,  Chicago ; 
Martin  Mullin,  Boston ;  R.  J.  O'Don- 
nell,  Dallas;  M.  A.  Lightman,  Mem- 

phis ;  John  Fitzgibbons,  Canada ;  A. 
H.  Blank,  Myron  Blank  and  Ralph 
Branton,  Des  Moines,  and  Robert 
Weitman,  New  York. 

Goldenson,  Dembow,  Hudson,  Bal- 
aban, O'Donnell,  Lightman,  Branton and  Weitman  will  continue  to  the 

Coast  for  the  product  conferences. 
They  will  join  Barney  Balaban,  Neil 
Agnew,  Stanton  Griffis  and  Russell 
Holman  there. 

Additional  Dates 

Set  for  'Dictator' 
Additional  bookings  of  "The  Great 

Dictator"  have  been  scheduled  at  ad- 
vanced prices  in  Miami,  Columbus, 

Providence,  Seattle,  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis. 

It  will  open  on  Thursday  on  a 
policy  of  continuous  run  with  prices 
of  75  cents  for  matinees  and  $1.10 
for  evenings,  at  Loew's  Broad,  Col- 

umbus ;  Loew's  State,  Providence ; 
Loew's  Midland,  Kansas  City,  and 
Loew's  State,  St.  Louis.  The  film 
will  open  Friday  at  the  Hamrick- 
Evergreen  Fifth  Avenue  in'  Seattle 
on  Friday,  on  the  same  policy,  and 
will  reopen  the  Surf  in  Miami  for 
the  season  on  Nov.  19,  playing  simul- 

taneously at  the  Lincoln. 

Chaplin  to  Hollywood; 
Farnol  Goes  to  Chicago 

Charlie  Chaplin  will  leave  for  the 
Coast  today  following  a  two-week 
stay  here. 
Lynn  Farnol,  United  Artists  adver- 

tising and  publicity  director,  will  ac- 
company Chaplin  as  far  as  Chicago 

and  will  make  arrangements  there 
for  the  Thursday  night  premiere  of 
"The  Great  Dictator."  Farnol  will 
go  to  the  Coast  at  the  end  of  the 
week  for  the  Los  Angeles  premiere. 

Appeal  Stockholder  Suit 
Notice  of  appeal  to  the  Appellate 

Division  of  the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
was  filed  yesterday  by  minority  stock- 

holders from  a  decision  of  Justice 
Carroll  G.  Walter  dismissing  the 
stockholder  suit  against  Consolidated 
Film  Industries  and  others. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Guaranteed  Seeks  Writ 
An  injunction  to  restrain  Screen 

Attractions  Corp.  and  Morris  Kleiner- 
man,  head  of  the  company,  from  dis- 

tributing or  exhibiting  10  Westerns 
without  authorization  has  been  sought 
in  N.  Y.  Supreme  court  by  Guaranteed 
Pictures.  The  plaintiff  claims  Screen 
Attractions  acquired  prints  of  the  pic- 

tures by  sub-leasing  them  from  terri- torial distributors. 

High  Neighborhood  Scale 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  28.  —  "Boom 

Town,"  the  first  of  several  films 
which  have  played  first  run  houses  at 
advanced  admissions,  will  have  its 
first  Milwaukee  neighborhood  show- 

ings, starting  Nov.  9,  at  Fox's  Para- dise, also  at  higher  admissions.  The 
film  will  play  the  house  for  six  days 
at  a  50-cent  top,  which  is  10  cents 
above  the  regular  admission  top. 

34  Pictures 

Now  Shooting; 

74  Being  Cut 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — Thirty-four 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week  as  seven  started  and  eight  fin- 

ished. Eighteen  were  being  prepared, 
and  74  were  in  the  cutting  stages. 

The  tally  by  studios  : 

Columbia 

Finished :  "Across  the  Sierras." 
In  Work :  "This  Thing  Called 

Love,"  "Legacy,"  "The  Phantom  Sub- 
marine," "Penny  Serenade." 

Korda 

In  Work :  "Lady  Hamilton." 
Loew-Lewin 

Finished:  "Flotsam." 
Monogram 

Finished:  "Triple  Threat." 
Started:  "His  Father's  Daughter," untitled  Sam  Katzman  production. 

Paramount 

In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings," 
"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun,"  "You're  the  One,"  "In 

Old  Colorado." Started:  "The  Lady  Eve." RKO 

Finished:  "Let's  Make  Music," 
"Playgirl." 
In  Work :  "Citizen  Kane,"  "Kitty 

Foyle,"  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,"  "Three 
Girls  and  a  Gob,"  "The  Saint  in  Palm 

Springs." 

Republic 
Finished:  "Barnyard  Follies." 
In   Work :   "The   Mysterious  Dr. 

Satan." 

Started:  "The  Flagpole  Needs  a 

Flag." 

Rowland 

In  Work :  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bis- 

hop." 

20th  Century-Fox 

In  Work  :  "Western  Union." 
Universal 

Finished:   "The  Bank  Dick." 
In  Work :  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes," 

"The  Invisible  Woman." 
Started:  "Riders  of  Death  Valley." 

Warners 

Finished:  "She  Couldn't  Say  No." 
In  Work :  "Carnival,"  "Trial  and 

Error." 

Started:  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark," 
"Strawberry  Blonde,"  "The  Case  of 

the  Black  Parrot." 
Henigson  in  Charge 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — Henry  Hen- 
igson, production  manager  for  James 

Roosevelt's  Globe  Productions,  will 
remain  in  charge  when  Roosevelt  goes 
on  active  duty  soon  with  the  Marine 
Reserves. 

Polesie  with  Taurog 

Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — Herbert 
Polesie  has  been  appointed  executive 
assistant  to  Norman  Taurog,  M-G-M 
director.  He  will  assist  in  the  pro- 

duction of  "Men  of  Boys  Town." 
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Off  the  Antenna 

PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT  returned  to  the  television  screen  last  night 
after  an  absence  since  April  30,  1939,  when  NBC  inaugurated  its  tele- 

vision service.  The  telecast,  from  Madiosn  Square  Garden  where  the  Presi- 
dent spoke  last  night,  was  made  obviously  with  equipment  not  yet  ready  for 

use.  The  image  was  streaked  and  flickered  badly.  For  most  of  the  2j4-hour 
program,  faces  were  hardly  distinguishable. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Louis  Niger's  book,  "Thinking  on  Your  Feet"  will  be reviewed  by  Ed  Fitzgerald  over  IVOR  at  1 :15  P.M.  .  .  .  Mary  M.  Mc Bride, 
heard  five  times  weekly  over  CBS  will  have  a  book,  "How  Dear  to  My 
Heart,"  published  Nov.  12.  .  .  .  Eddie  Cantor  will  be  interviewed  by  several 
hundred  school  paper  editors  tomorrow  in  NBC's  studio  8-H.  .  .  .  Marjorie 
Rambeau  will  be  guest  on  "Kraft  Music  Hall"  over  NBC-Red  Thursday. 
.  .  .  Gloria  Jean  will  be  guest  on  "Quiz  Kids"  over  NBC-Blue  tomorrow  at  8 
P.M.  .  .  .  Jerry  Smith,  the  "Yodeling  Cozvboy"  on  WHO,  Des  Moines,  has 
a  role  in  Monogram's  "West  of  Pinto  Basin."  .  .  .  Don  Dixon,  KDKA,  Pitts- 

burgh, production  staff  member,  has  been  married  to  Patty  Snead.  .  .  .  U.  A. 
Latliam  has  been  named  assistant  sales  manager  of  WKRC,  Cincinnati. 

•  •  • 

Mutual's  affiliated  stations  will  be  increased  to  159  next  Monday  when 
three  Virginia  stations  join  the  network.  They  are  WLVA.,  Lynchburg, 
1,200  k.c,  250  watts,  full  time;  WBTM,  Danville,  1,370  k.c,  100  watts, 
night,  250  watts,  day;  WSLS,  Roanoke,  1,500  k.c.  250  watts,  full  time. 

•  •  • 

Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  will  shortly  announce  a  list  of  several  thousand 
recordings  which  are  non-Ascap.  Most  of  the  numbers  are  not  in  the  so-called 
popular  dance  music  class  but  they  should  be  good  program  material,  as  they 
feature  hill-billy  songs  and  original  compositions.  In  addition,  BMI  plans 
several  hundred  recordings  of  BMI  dance  music  to  be  available  about  Dec.  1. 
BMI  composers  shortly  will  receive  a  bonus  based  on  the  number  of  times 

their  songs  have  been  performed  over  the  air.  Performance  payments  were 
not  scheduled  to  start  before  Jan.  1  but  the  payments  will  be  made  neverthe- 

less. After  Jan.  1,  the  country  will  be  divided  into  11  representative  areas. 
One  area  will  be  checked  for  performances  each  month  and  performance  pay- 

ments will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  such  checkups. 
•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Information,  Please"  will  be  heard  over  87  NBC-Red 
stations  instead  of  61  Blue  stations  on  Friday,  Nov.  15,  at  8  :30  P.M.  when 
it  switches  sponsorship  from  Canada  Dry  to  American  Tobacco  Co.  .  .  .  Dean 
A.  Jenkins  started  a  series  of  advice  talks  over  WNEW  yesterday.  Jenkins 
will  be  heard  Mondays  through  Fridays  at  9  :30  A.M.  .  .  .  Sponsors  increasing 
the  number  of  outlets  over  NBC  in  the  past  few  days  include  Hecker  which 
will  add  12  for  a  total  of  60  for  "Lincoln  Highway"  over  the  Red;  Brotm  & 
Williamson,  adding  seven,  for  a  total  of  72,  on  "Wings  of  Destiny"  over  the 
Red;  Lewis-Howe  has  added  two  stations  for  "Pot  o'  Gold"  and  "Fame  & 
Fortune,"  bringing  the  totals  to  95  to  89,  respectively,  over  the  Blue  ;  and 
Grove  Laboratories  has  added  two  for  "Sherlock  Holmes"  to  bring  the  total to  53  over  the  Blue. 

CBS  Will  Ban 

All  Non-Ascap 

Music  Dec.  1 

Non-Ascap  music  will  be  banned  on 
all   CBS   sustaining  programs  after 
Dec.  1,  Lawrence  W.  Lowman,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  operations,  ad- 

vised bandleaders  in  letters  received 
yesterday.   Lowman  ordered  all  bands 
on  sustaining  time  to  increase  use  of 
non-Ascap  music  to  three  tunes  for 
15-minute  programs  effective  Friday. 

Lowman  explained  that  ac- 
quiesence  in  Ascap's  demands would  wipe  out  a  substantial 
part  of  the  network's  profits and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
prepare  gradually  for  the  Dec. 
31   deadline   when   any  non- 
licensed  performance  of  Ascap 
music  would  constitute  a  copy- 

right violation. 
Elimination  of  all  Ascap  music  on 

Dec.  1  over  CBS  means  that  theme 
songs  must  be  changed  before  that 
time,  Lowman  warned.  He  said  that 
Ascap  music  on  sustaining  programs 
had  dropped  from  80  per  cent  to  10 
per  cent. 

Seek  50  Per  Cent  Non-Ascap 
NBC  has  requested  that  sponsors 

adjust  music  programs  to  bring  non- 
Ascap  music  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
total  before  Dec.  1,  but  has  not  chang- 

ed its  rule  on  sustaining  bands  which 
requires  three  non-Ascap  tunes  on 
each  program.  Mutual,  busy  with 
setting  up  its  copyright  clearance  bu- 

reau, is  taking  no  action  at  present. 
However,  individual  stations  which 
feed  the  Mutual  web  have  varying  re- 

quirements for  some  non-Ascap  music 
on  sustaining  shows. 

Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  gave  a 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt  yes- 

terday to  newspaper  men  to  explain 
BMI's  position  in  the  Ascap  fight. 
Sidney  M.  Kaye,  vice-president  and 
general  manager,  said  that  Ascap  mu- 

sic constituted  only  25  per  cent  of  sus- 
taining programs  and  only  36  of  spon- 

sored shows  over  the  country  today. 

No  Bad  Effects  Reported 
Kaye  declared  that  several  local 

stations  had  experimented  with  shows 
using  no  Ascap  music  whatever  and 
had  discovered  no  undesirable  effects. 
He  cited  the  change  to  a  BMI  theme 
song  by  "Your  Hit  Parade"  and  said it  was  evidence  of  a  desire  by  sponsors 
to  cooperate. 

At  the  present  time,  Kaye  said,  90 
per  cent  of  all  stations  over  5,000 
watts  have  joined  BMI ;  70  per  cent 
of  stations  between  1-5,000  watts ;  55 
per  cent  of  500-1,000  watts,  and  40  per 
cent  of  all  100  and  250  watt  stations. 

Kaye  said  that  the  BMI  board  will 
be  increased  to  eight  this  week  and 
each  network  will  have  one  represen- 

tative. However,  he  declared  that  net- 
works own  only  21  per  cent  of  BMI 

stock  and  that  stations  own  the  re- 
mainder. 

NBC  Sued  on  Contract 

NBC  was  named  defendant  yester- 
day in  a  breach  of  contract  suit  for 

$15,000  filed  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  by  Julius  Singer.  The  plain- 

tiff claims  that  at  the  request  of  NBC 
he  aided  the  company  in  obtaining  the 
television  rights  of  certain  pictures. 

Parts  of  Stockholder 

RCA  Suit  Dismissed 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Ber- 
nard L.  Sheintag  yesterday  dismissed 

four  causes  of  action  in  the  seven  con- 
solidated stockholders'  suits  against 

RCA,  General  Electric,  NBC,  West- 
inghouse,  Victor  Talking  Machine  and 
29  officers  and  directors  of  RCA  on 
the  ground  that  the  charges  were 
barred  by  the  six-year  statute  of  limi- 

tations. Balance  of  the  complaint, 
which  charges  waste  and  mismanage- 

ment after  1933,  remains  for  a  hear- 
ing of  the  court. 

Alter  'Pins  and  Needles' 
Providence,  Oct.  28.  —  The  man- 

agement of  the  musical  show,  "Pins 
and  Needles,"  produced  by  the  La- dies Garment  Workers  Union,  has 
substituted  another  sketch  for  the 
"Harmony  Boys"  skit  in  the  show,  to 
which  the  local  censor  board  objected. 
The  show  opened  at  the  Playhouse 
here  today. 

Change  Film  Title 
Hollywood,  Oct.  28. — "West  of 

Pinto  Basin"  is  the  final  title  of  the 
George  Weeks  Western  for  Mono- 

gram release  formerly  kovvn  as  "Triple 

Threat." 

RKO  Party  Today 

For  Foreign  Press 
The  RKO  foreign  department  will 

hold  a  cocktail  party  this  afternoon 
in  the  Bacardi  Room  of  the  Empire 
State  Building  for  Desi  Arnaz,  Cuban 
player,  following  a  screening  of  the 
film,  "Too  Many  Girls"  at  the  RKO 
projection  room. 
Among  the  foreign  press  and  radio 

representatives  expected  to  be  present 
are:  W.  T.  Albert,  Olga  Andre, 
Margarita  Deschamps,  Charlotte  Con- 

rad, Mario  P.  de  Costa,  Emilio  Es- 
calante,  Dr.  Des  Gabor,  Maria  M. 
Garrett,  Henry  E.  Gellerman,  Arthur 
Lurie,  O.  D'Aguiar  Mendonca,  Lucio Montero  Ivellez,  Aurelio  Pego,  Garcia 
Ortega,  Antulio  Rodriguez ;  Rafael 
Rasch  Isla,  Rodger  L.  Simons,  Eu- 

genia Soderberg,  Mary  Spaulding, 
Alexandro  Sux,  Roberto  Socas,  Jay 
Tuthill,  Hortensia  Zalper,  Jorge  A. 
Losada,  Fred  Kruetzenstein,  Jack 
Clark,  Rosita  Moreno. 

Build  RKO  Exchange 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  28. — A  new 

film  exchange  building  at  244-52  No. 
13th  St.,  representing  an  investment 
of  $100,000,  will  be  erected  by  RKO. 
David  Supowitz  is  the  architect  for 
the  project,  which  will  be  two  stories, 
of  brick  and  steel  construction. 

Radio  Defense 

Board  Studies 

Representation 

Washington,  Oct.  28. — Members 
of  the  Communications  Defense  Board 
today  completed  the  general  study  of 
industry  problems  and  turned  their  at- 

tention to  the  question  of  industry 
committees,  it  was  disclosed  by  FCC 
chairman  James  L.  Fly. 

No  determination  has  been  reached 
as  to  what  interests  should  be  repre- 

sented by  committees,  although  sug- 
gestions have  been  made  for  as  many 

as  a  dozen  separate  groups,  Fly  said. 
Later  consideration,  he  added,  may 
serve  to  reduce  the  number  some- 
what. 

The  question  of  programs  has  been 
considered  only  in  a  general  way, 

Fly  said,  since  the  board  has  no  cen- 
sorship powers.  Such  powers  were 

specifically  denied  ft  in  the  order 
creating  the  board.  Some  discussion 
has  been  held  regarding  international 
programs  and,  in  that  connection,  the 
FCC  will  not  require  both  a  record 
and  a  script  of  foreign  language 
broadcasts  at  the  present  time,  Fly 
said.  He  added  that  a  recording  will 
be  sufficient. 

NBC  to  Entertain 
Short  Wave  Men 

Short  wave  broadcasters  who  will 
meet  here  today  to  consider  the  new 
FCC  short  wave  rules  covering  re- 

cordings will  be  entertained  by  NBC 
which  will  demonstrate  various  types 
of  recordings. 

Station  in  Alabama 

Asks  More  Power 

Washington,  Oct.  28. — Authority 
to  change  frequency  from  1,310  to  610 
kilocycles  and  increase  power  from 
250  to  1,000  watts  was  asked  by_  Sta- 

tion WSGN,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  in  an 
application  filed  with  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission. 
The  commission  also  received  ap- 

plications for  construction  permits  for 
two  ne.w  high-frequency  broadcasting 
stations,  the  Central  New  York 
Broadcasting  Corp.,  seeking  a  46,300- kilocycle  station  at  Onondaga,  N.  Y., 
to  cover  an  area  of  8,300  square  miles 
with  a  population  of  884,725,  and  the 
Amarillo  Broadcasting  Corp.  seeking 
a  45,100-kilocycle  station  at  Amarillo, 
Tex.,  to  cover  6,503  square  miles  with 
a  population  of  80,024. 

FCC  Meeting  Will 

Weigh  FM  Pleas 
Washington,  Oct.  28.  —  A 

special  meeting  of  the  FCC 
has  been  called  to  consider 
more  than  40  applications 

pending  for  frequency  modu- lation stations.  The  meeting 
may  be  held  Friday.  An  elf  ort 
will  be  made  to  dispose  of 
some  of  the  applications  this 
week  in  order  to  get  FM  serv- ice under  way  as  quickly  as 
possible,  it  was  said. 
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273  English 

Houses  Shut 

By  Air  Raids 

Extended  Opening  Hours 
Improves  Grosses 

London,  Oct.  29.— A  total  of  273 
British  theatres  now  are  closed  due 
to  the  war. 

The  State,  Kilburn  and  Trocadero, 
London,  which  have  been  closed,  plan 
to  reopen  next  Saturday,  and  will 
operate  experimentally  thereafter  on 
weekends  only. 

Permits  have  been  issued  to  thea- 
tres in  Middlesex,  Essex  and  other 

outer  London  boroughs  for  earlier 
opening  on  Sundays  and  weekdays. 
An  appreciable  increase  in  grosses  al- 

ready is  evident  as  a  result  of  the 
new  opening  hours. 

The  Astoria  Theatre  at  Brixton, 
near  London,  formerly  owned  by 
Paramount,  now  by  Odeon,  is  being 
repaired  for  early  reopening  after 
having  been  hit  by  a  bomb  during  a 
recent  air  raid,  John  W.  Hicks,  Para- 

mount vice-president  and  foreign  man- 
ager, was  advised  by  cable  yesterday 

from  David  Rose,  Paramount  London 
representative. 

Expect  to  Settle 

Phila.  Trust  Suit 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  29. — An  out- 
of-court  settlement  of  the  $225,000 
anti-trust  suit  brought  against  War- 

ners and  other  major  distributors  by 
the  Admiral  Theatre  here  is  expected 
within  the  next  few  days. 

Filed  last  January,  the  suit  is 
scheduled  for  preliminary  hearing  in 
U.  S.  District  court  here  Nov.  7 
but  a  postponement  is  expected  to 
be  asked  to  provide  time  to  complete 
the  settlement.    Negotiations  are  be- 

(Continued  on  page  13) 

Reprints  Available 
Reprints  of  the  complete 

text  of  the  New  York  case 
consent  decree,  the  rules  of 
arbitration,  and  the  Govern- 

ment's statement  of  its  posi- tion will  be  available  to  read- 
ers of  Motion  Picture  Daily, 

upon  request,  without  charge. 
Simply  address  your  request 
to  Editor,  Motion  Picture 
Daily,  Rockefeller  Center, 
New  York. 

Court  to  Hear  Decree 

Objections  on  Nov.  14 

Government's  Statement 

Following  is  the  text  of  a  statement 
Justice  on  the  filing  of  the  consent  deer 

THE  Department  of  Justice  today 
announced  the  filing  of  a  consent 

decree  under  the  terms  of  which  five 
major  moving  picture  companies  agree 
to  terminate  practices  which  have  long 
been  the  subject  of  dispute. 
The  decree,  which  was  filed  today 

in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  calls 
for  termination  of  the  sales  practice 
known  as  "blind  selling"  and  drastic 
modification  of  the  so-called  "block 
booking"  methods  of  the  defendant 
companies. 

Companies  consenting  to  the  decree 
are  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Loew's, 
Inc.,  RKO  Pictures,  Inc.,  Warner 
Brothers  Pictures,  Inc.,  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  Film  Corporation  and 
their  subsidiary  and  affiliated  com- 
panies. 

United  Artists  Corporation,  Lmi- 
versal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.  and  Columbia 
Pictures  Corporation,  three  other  com- 

panies named  in  the  original  complaint, 

issued  yesterday  by  the  Department  of ee: 

have  not  joined  in  the  decree.  An  open 
hearing  will  be  held  before  the  Honor- 

able Henry  W.  Goddard,  District 
Judge,  on  Nov.  14,  1940,  at  10:30 
A.  M.,  at  which  time  interested  per- 

sons not  parties  to  the  suit  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  present  their 
views  with  respect  to  the  proposed 
decree. 

In  addition  to  revising  selling  prac- 
tices of  the  five  signatory  companies, 

the  decree  sets  up  a  system  for  the 
arbitration  of  disputes  between  exhi- 

bitors and  distributors  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  American  Arbitration  As- 

sociation. In  order  to  give  this  arbi- 
tration system  a  fair  trial,  the  Gev- 

ernment  agrees  not  to  seek  divorce- 
ment or  dissolution  of  production  and 

distribution  in  the  industry  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  During  this  period  the 
signatory  companies  agree  not  to  en- 

gage in  any  general  program  of  ex- pansion of  theatre  holdings  and  to 
{Continued  on  page  12) 

Digest  of  U.  S.  Decree 

TT1  OLLOWING  is  a  digest  of  the  Federal  decree.  Xo  confession 
JO  of  guilt  by  the  defendants  is  acknowledged.  The  decree  contains, 
instead,  an  affirmation-  of  innocence,  as  indicated  in  the  first  para- 

graph. Preamble.  Decree  consented  to  by 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount 
Film  Distributing  Corp.,  Loew's  Inc., Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp.,  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  Inc.,  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  Corp.,  RKO  Proctor  Corp., 
RKO  Midwest  Corp. ;  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  War- 

ner Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corp., 
20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  and 
National  Theatres  Corp.  Consenting 
defendants  assert  innocence  and  con- 

sent to  decree  on  condition,  that  it 
shall  not  be  construed  that  complaint 
is  true,  that  any  defendant  violated 
or  is  violating  the  law,  or  that  any 
of  the  things  enjoined  would  con- 

stitute a  violation. 

Court  Retains 
Jurisdiction 

1.  The  parties  recognize  the  Court's jurisdiction  to  institute  the  decree  and 

to  retain  jurisdiction  of  cases  for  its 
enforcement. 

Officers,  Directors  and 
Employes  Also  Enjoined 

2.  Each  consenting  defendant,  its 
successors,  officers,  directors,  agents 
and  employes,  and  subsidiary  corpora- 

tions and  agents,  are  enjoined  from  do- 
ing acts  prohibited  under  decree  and 

are  required  to  perform  acts  required under  decree. 

Trade  Showings  Required; 
Various  Terms  Defined 

3.  No  feature  film  is  to  be  licensed 
before  a  trade  showing  in  each  ex- 

change district.  Trade  shows  must 
be  preceded  by  a  notice  in  a  trade 
paper  having  a  circulation  among  ex- hibitors in  such  district.     Time  and 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Goddard  Gets  Document; 
Columbia  Seen  Only 

Major  to  Object 

By  SHERW1N  A.  KANE 
A  full  hearing  of  all  objections 

to  the  consent  decree  will  be 

granted  exhibitors  and  other  inter- 
ested parties  on  Nov.  14  in  U.  S. 

District  court  here,  Federal  Judge 

Henry  W.  Goddard  stated  yester- 
day after  receiving  the  completed 

and  approved  decree  from  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Department  of 

Justice. Judge  Goddard  set  the  date  for 
the  hearing  to  allow  potential  ob- 

jectors to  the  decree  ample  time  to 
study  the  document,  prepare  their 
objections  and  to  come  to  New 
York  from  distant  points  to  be heard. 

Indications  are  that  Columbia, 
alone  among  major  distributors, 
will  voice  opposition  to  the  approv- 

al of  the  decree  by  the  Federal 
court.  Universal  and  United  Art- 

ists, the  only  other  non-consenting 

companies,  are  adopting  a  "hands off"  attitude,  predicated  upon  their 
belief  that  the  making  of  a  decree 
by  the  five  consenting  companies 
is  their  own  affair,  just  as  the  re- 

fusal of  the  other  three  companies 
to  make  one  is  theirs. 

Exhibitor  leaders  representing 

perhaps  all  of  the  organized  theatre 
owners  in  the  country  are  scheduled 
to  appear  at  the  hearing  in  opposi- 

tion to  the  decree.  Among  them 
will  be  Ed  Kuykendall  and  Abram 
F.  Myers,  representing  the  M.P. 
T.O.A.  and  Allied  States  groups, 

respectively,  the  two  largest  exhibi- 
tor organizations. 

Also  scheduled  to  appear  in  op- 
position are :  R.  B.  Wilby  and  Fred 

Kent,  representing  Paramount  the- 
atre associates ;  Jacob  Schechter 

and  Max  Cohen,  representing  New (Continued  on  page  4) 

A  condensation  of  the 

Rules  of  Arbitration  un- 
der the  Consent  Decree 

starts  on  Page  4. 
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20th-Fox  Draftees 

Get  4  Weeks'  Pay 

Up  to  four  weeks'  salary  and  con- 
tinued group  insurance  will  be  granted 

to  all  20th  Century-Fox  employes  of 
at  least  one  year's  standing  called  in- 

to the  armed  forces,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
president,  announced  yesterday.  Em- 

ployes will  be  given  a  one-year  leave 
of  absence  without  pay,  provided  that 
application  for  reinstatement  be  made 
promptly  at  the  expiration  of  the  serv- ice in  the  armed  forces. 

Adolph  Zukor  Talks 

To  Para.  Pep  Club 
Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board 

chairman,  was  principal  speaker  last 
night  at  the  first  of  a  series  of  talks 
sponsored  by  the  Paramount  Pep  Club. 
He  predicted  great  progress  for  the 
company.  Other  speakers  were  Austin 
C.  Keough,  Paramount  general  coun- 

sel ;  Prof.  C.  R.  Richard  of  New  York 
University ;  Dr.  J.  S..  List,  psycho- 

logist, and  Boris  Morros,  producer. 
Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  presided. 

Board  to  See  'Fantasia* 
The  annual  conference  of  the  Na- 

tional Board  of  Review,  Nov.  14,  15 
and  16,  will  hear  discussion  on  the 
new  Disney  film,  "Fantasia,"  which  is 
considered  by  the  organization  as  a 
"revolutionary  event  in  the  progress 
of  the  movies." 

Personal  Mention 

WLLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  M-G-M general  sales  manager,  is  due 
here  the  first  of  next  week  from  the 
Coast.  He  is  in  San  Francisco  today 
after  visiting  the  studio. 

• 

H.  M.  Richey  of  M-G-M  is  attend- 
ing the  I.T.O.  of  Ohio  convention  to- 
day and  tomorrow  in  Columbus. 

• 

G.  L.  Denton,  operator  of  a  group 
of  theatres  in  Tennessee,  has  been 
nominated  for  Representative  from 
Knox  County  on  the  Republican 
ticket. 

• 

Robert   Clark,   Paramount  sales- 
man, and  Harry    Bugie,  Republic 

salesman,  have  been  admitted  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Cincinnati  Cinema  Club. 

• 

Hazel  Kirkbride,  secretary  to  H. 
J.  Griffith  of  H.  J.  Griffith  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Kansas  City,  is  convalescing 
after  an  operation. 

• 
William  Kays  of  the  Globe,  Scran- 

ton,  will  marry  Dorothy  Rita  Dolan 
on  Nov.  7. 

• 

Joseph  Longos,  Loew's  publicity man  in  Cleveland,  is  the  father  of  a 
girl,  born  this  week  in  St.  Ann's 
Maternity  Hospital. 

• 
Dickie  Ludwig,  nephew  of  Irving 

Ludwig,  manager  of  the  Art,  is  tour- 
ing with  a  Major  Bowes  unit. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 
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TAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic 
*J  president,  is  in  Cincinnati.  He  will 
return  at  the  weekend. 

• 
Stanton  Griffis,  Adolph  Zukor, 

Barney  Balaban,  Alexander  Ince, 
Al  Lewis,  Arthur  Loew,  Otto 
Preminger  and  John  Krimsky 
lunching  at  Sardi's  yesterday. 

• 

Arthur  Hopkins,  Louella  Par- 
sons, Erno  Rapee,  Oscar  A.  Doob, 

George  Shultz,  Charles  E.  Mc- 
Carthy, Max  A.  Cohen,  Ed  Saund- 

ers, Ed  Grainger,  Harry  Brandt, 
David  Weinstock,  Russell  Hol- 
man,  Phil  Spitalny  and  John  W. 
Hicks  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in 
the  Astor  yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 
Lester  Santley,  Joseph  Mosko 

witz,  Harry  Link,  Hal  Horne  and 
Joseph  Pincus  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.). 
• 

Harry  Gold,  Arthur  Silverstone, 
John  Wright,  Abe  Montague  and 
Sol  Edwards  lunching  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). 

• 
Benn  Jacobson,  Irving  Margolies 

Marvin  Schenck,  William  Fergu- 
son, Al  Altman,  Eugene  Picker, 

James  Cron  and  Douglas  Roth 
acker  at  the  Tavern  for  lunch  yester 
day. 

• 
Emerson  Yorke  is  back  from  New 

England. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

"k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  H A vemeyer  6-5000 .  Ticket  Offices : 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  7:05  am 
The  Plainsman  .    .    .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .  .  .  10:30  pm 
^  ./» 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES.?. 
hc 

ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

'Tropics'  Premiere 

In  Pater  son  Tonight 
World  premiere  of  Universal's 

"Moonlight  in  the  Tropics"  will  be 
held  at  the  Fabian  Theatre,  Pater- 
son,  N.  J.,  tonight.  Paterson  was  se- 

lected for  the  premiere  because  it  is 
the  home  town  of  Lou  Costello  of  the 
team  of  Abbott  &  Costello,  who  make 
their  first  Hollywood  film  appearance 
with  this  picture. 
A  parade  will  be  held  in  the  after- 

noon with  members  of  the  cast  par- 
ticipating. Mayor  William  Furrey 

has  decreed  a  half  holiday  for  the 
city's  school  children  so  they  may 
view  the  parade.  Governor  Harry 
Moore  will  be  a  guest.  The  Pater- 

son Community  Chest  Fund  and  St. 
Anthony's  Church,  Paterson,  will benefit  from  the  premiere. 

RKO  Offers  Kyser 

With  His  Picture 

Kay  Kyser  is  being  offered  for  per- 
sonal appearances  by  RKO  in  con- 

junction with  his  new  picture,  "You'll 
Find  Out."  First  deal  for  the  picture 
and  its  star,  in  person,  was  closed 
yesterday  with  the  Roxy,  where  they 
will  open  Nov.  14.  The  same  deal  is 
being  offered  to  theatres  elsewhere. 

Red  Cross  Gets  $3,896 
Toronto,  Oct.  29. — Famous  Players 

Canadian  Corp.  has  turned  over  $3,896 
to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  Society 
as  the  gross  proceeds  for  the  opening 
day's  performances  of  the  world 
premiere  of  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  at  Regina,  when  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Preston  Foster  and  Lynn 
Overman  made  personal  appearances. 

rf^HE  Presidential  battle  again 
-*-  highlights  the  newsreels  as  both 
candidates  are  seen  campaigning  in 
New  York.  The  conflict  in  French 
Indo-China,  Ambassador  Kennedy  re- 

turning here,  football  games  and  clos- 
ing of  the  World's  Fair  are  among  the other  events.   The  contents: 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  15— Roosevelt 
speaks  in  New  York.  Willkie  at  the 
World's  Fair.  War  in  China.  Lew  Lehr. Football. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  213— Willkie 
and  Roosevelt  in  campaign  talks.  Japan- 

ese troops  in  French  Indo  China.  Kennedy 
returns  from  England.  Greek  minister 
here  scores  Italian  invasion.  World's  Fair closes.  Football. 

PARAMOUNT    NEWS,    No.  18— New York  Guardsmen  leave  for  Alabama. 
Kennedy  returns  from  England.  Tokyo 
recalls  ambassadors  to  Chile  and  U.  S. 
Japanese  troops  cross  French  Indo  China 
border.  World's  Fair  closes.  Willkie  tours 
the  East.  Lewis  supports  Willkie.  Roose- 

velt in  New  York.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  lS-Roosevelt 

campaigns  in  New  York.  Lewis  speaks 
for  Willkie  in  Washington.  World's  Fail- closes.  Kennedy  arrives  from  London. 
Football. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  923— New  York  Guardsmen  to  Alabama.  Willkie 

and  Roosevelt  in  New  York.  Kennedy 
home  from  England.  Italians  bomb  Pales- 

tine.   World's  Fair  closes.  Football. 

Trailer  on  Unity  Is 

Made  by  Warners 
"A  Plea  for  National  Unity,"  a  130- 

foot  trailer  for  showing  immediate- 
ly following  the  election,  has  been  pro- 

duced by  Warners  and  will  be  dis- tributed without  charge  by  Warners, 
Loew's,  RKO,  Paramount  and  20th 
Century-Fox. 
The  trailer  urges  that  the  Ameri- 

can people  stand  together  and  in  sup- 
port of  the  President.  The  message 

is  accompanied  by  patriotic  back- 
ground music.  It  is  planned  that  the 

trailer  will  be  shown  in  all  theatres 
within  eight  days  after  election.  About 
7,000  prints  will  be  made.  The  Hays 
Office  will  coordinate  distribution. 

Gloria  Jean  on  Tour 
Gloria  Jean,  Universal  child  star, 

is  on  a  personal  appearance  tour,  in 
connection  with  the  Joseph  Pasternak 

production,  "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven." She  will  be  in  Chicago  today,  where 
she  will  participate  in  a  broadcast,  and 
then  come  East. 
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Sales  Must  Be  Separate  in  Each  District 

Court  to  Hear 

Objections  to 

Decree  Nov.  14 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 

York  Allied,  an  M.P.T.O.A.  affili- 
ate; Bob  White,  representing  Pa 

cific  Coast  Conference  of  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Owners ;  Harry  Brandt 

and  Milton  Weisman,  representing 
the  I.T.O.A.  of  New  York;  nu- 

merous heads  of  regional  exhibitor 
organizations  affiliated  with  M.P. 
T.O.A.  and  Allied,  and  several  in- 

dividual theatre  operators  not 
affiliated  with  any  organization. 

Judge  Assures  Hearing 

In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  the 
hearing  of  objections  put  to  Judge 
Goddard  yesterday  by  Schechter, 
the  court  indicated  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  any  exhibitor  to 
intervene  in  the  proceedings  to  ob- 

tain a  hearing.  Judge  Goddard  as- 
serted then  that  "anybody  who  has an  interest  in  the  case  will  be 

heard." 
Yesterday's  court  hearing  was 

perfunctory  and  consumed  less  than 
10  minutes.  It  followed  a  30-min- 

ute  conference  in  Judge  Goddard's 
chambers  participated  in  by  coun- 

sel for  the  Government  and  the 
five  consenting  companies.  Assis- 

tant Attorney  General  James  Hayes 
presented  the  completed  decree  to 
the  court  and  asked  that  a  date  for 
a  public  hearing  be  set. 

Attorneys  in  Courtroom 

In  the  courtroom,  in  addition  to 
Hayes,  were:  Robert  Wright,  J. 
Stephen  Doyle  and  Seymour 
Krieger,  Assistant  Attorneys  Gen- 

eral; Louis  D.  Frohlich,  Herman 
Finkelstein  and  Irving  Morross, 
Columbia  attorneys;  Sidney 
Schreiber,  M.P.P.D.A.  counsel ; 
Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general 
sales  manager ;  Schechter  and  Nor- 

man Samuelson,  representing  Allied 
of  New  Jersey. 

At  the  conference  in  the  Judge's 
chambers,  in  addition  to  the  Gov- 

ernment attorneys,  were :  J.  Robert 
Rubin,  M-G-M;  Austin  Keough 
and  Thomas  D.  Thacher,  Para- 

mount ;  Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  Jo- 
seph Hazen  and  Robert  W.  Per- 
kins, Warners;  Fred  Pride,  20th 

Century-Fox,  and  O.  C.  Doering, 
Jr.,  RKO. 

Set  'Dictator'  Run 
Cleveland,  Oct.  29. — "The  Great 

Dictator"  will  open  at  the  Stillman 
Friday,  on  a  continuous  run  policy 
at  75  cents  from  9  A.M.  to  6  P.M.  and 
$1.10  in  the  evening,  children  28c  at 
matinees. 

Digest  of  U.  S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
place  with  title  of  film  must  be  stated 
in  notice. 

Features  are  defined  as  films  5,000 
feet  or  more  in  length.  Distributors 
must  file  maps  of  exchange  districts 
and  cannot  change  them  without  two 
weeks'  notice  to  the  Department  of 

Justice. 
Block-of-Five  Selling; 
Short  Forcing;  Arbitration 

4.  Features  must  be  sold  in  blocks 
of  no  more  than  five.  Combinations  in 
each  block  may  be  varied  from  time  to 
time.  More  than  one  block  may  be 
offered  at  the  same  time  but  each 
must  be  sold  separately.  Shorts, 
newsreels,  trailers,  serials,  reissues, 
westerns  or  foreign  features  must  not 
be  forced  as  a  condition  for  licensing 
features.  Foreign  features  are  defined 
as  those  produced  outside  the  United 
States,  except  those  produced  in  the 
English  language  by  the  distributor, 
a  subsidiary  or  affiliate.  Forcing  shall 
be  subject  to  arbitration  and,  if  the 
exhibitor  wins,  the  contract  for  the 
films  forced  is  cancelled.  Where  the 
purchase  of  one  block  is  conditioned 
on  purchase  of  one  or  more  additional 
blocks,  exhibitor  may  demand  arbitra- 

tion. If  the  exhibitor  wins,  the  dis- 
tributor may  be  fined  up  to  $500,  with 

the  fine  going  to  arbitration  fund. 

Separate  Sales 
In  Each  District 

5.  Blocks  sold  may  not  include  the- 
atres  located  outside   exchange  dis- 

trict, nor  may  the  sale  in  one  district 
be  dependent  upon  a  purchase  in  an- 

other district.  Arbitration  is  provided 
and  distributor  may  be  fined  up  to 
$500  for  violations.  Fine  goes  to  ar- bitration fund. 

Each  Exhibitor  Entitled 
To  Film  for  Some  Run 

6.  Some  run  to  be  designated  by 
distributor  must  be  granted  to  each 
exhibitor  on  terms  and  conditions  fix- 

ed by  distributor.  Terms  and  condi- 
tions must  not  be  calculated  to  de- 

feat this  section.  Exhibitor  must  satis- 
fy reasonable  minimum  standards  of 

theatre  operation  and  must  be  re- 
putable and  responsible.  Distribu- 

tor, however,  may  refuse  run  if  he 
can  show  that  such  run  would  reduce 
his  total  film  revenue  in  the  competi- 

tive area.  Arbitration  is  provided 
and,  if  exhibitor  wins,  he  gets  some 
run.  Burden  of  showing  reduced  film 
revenue  is  upon  distributor.  After 
award  is  made,  distributor  later  may 
ask  arbitration  to  be  relieved  from 
award  on  the  ground  that  his  total 
film  revenue  has  been  reduced. 

Exhibitor  May  Cancel 
Offensive  Films 

7.  An  exhibitor  may  ask  cancella- 
tion on  10  days'  notice  on  the  ground 

that  a  feature  licensed  to  him  is  gen- 
erally offensive  in  his  locality  on 

moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds. 
The  feature  shall  be  deemed  cancelled 
unless  the  distributor  rejects  the  no- 

Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 

Institution  of  Arbitration 
Clause  1  provides  that  arbitration 

proceeding  may  be  initiated  by  filing 
with  the  clerk  of  the  tribunal  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  locality  a  demand 
for  arbitration  and  by  paying  a  filing 
fee  of  $10.  The  arbitration  demand 
shall  be  signed  by  the  complainant  and 
set  forth  all  pertinent  details  concern- 

ing the  controversy,  including  a  brief 
statement  of  the  claim  and  relief 
sought. 

Arbitration  Qualifications 
The  second  clause  provides  that  no 

person  shall  be  named  to  a  panel  of 
arbitrators  who  has  any  financial  in- 

terest in  or  connection  with  the  in- 
dustry. No  person  may  serve  if  he 

has  or  has  had  any  financial  or  other 
relations  with  any  of  the  parties  to 
the  arbitration,  or  has  any  personal 
bias. 

Appointment  of  Arbitrator 
Not  less  than  15  or  more  than  17 

days  after  the  filing  of  a  demand,  the 
clerk  shall  deliver  to  each  party  an 
identical  list  of  arbitrators  selected 
from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators,  under 
Clause  3.  The  lists  must  be  returned 
within  seven  days.  The  clerk  then 
names  an  arbitrator  from  the  names 
acceptable  tc  both  parties.  If  none  is 
so  acceptable,  the  American  Arbitra- 

tion Association  shall  appoint  an  arbi- 
trator. 

Removal  of  Arbitrator 

Under  Clause  4,  on  written  applica- 
tion of  any  party  prior  to  the  date  the 

arbitrator's  award  becomes  final,  the 
American  Arbitration  Association 
shall  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  an 
arbitrator  is  disqualified,  revoke  the 
appointment  and  declare  the  office 
vacant  and  'the  award,  if  any,  vacated. 
Appointment  also  may  be  revoked  at 
any  time  because  of  neglect,  refusal  or 
failure  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
office.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  the 
clerk  may  appoint  a  new  arbitrator 
from  among  the  acceptable  names. 
Hearings 

Clause  5  provides  that  hearings  be 
held  at  the  office  of  the  tribunal  hav- 

ing jurisdiction  or  such  other  place  as 
is  agreed  upon,  hearings  to  begin  as 
promptly  as  possible.  Time  of  hear- 

ing is  to  be  determined  by  the  arbitra- 
tor, who  may  adjourn  it  from  time  to time. 

Hearing  Procedure 
Arbitrator  shall  take  the  oath  of 

office  in  prescribed  form,  according 
to  Clause  6.  Parties  may  appear  per- 

sonally or  be  represented  by  counsel 
or  others.  Each  party  shall  have  the 
right  to  examine  or  cross-examine  all 
witnesses.  Witnesses  shall  testify 
under  oath  or  its  legal  equivalent. 
The  arbitrator  has  power  to  call  for 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

'Reasonable' 

Clearance  Is 

Seen  Essential 

tice  within  five  days.  Disputes  are 
subject  to  arbitration. 
Need  for  Clearance  Seen; 
Disputes  to  Be  Arbitrated 
8.  It  is  recognized  that  clear- 

ance, reasonable  as  to  time  and 
area,  is  essential.  Disputes  are 
to  be  arbitrated  and  arbitrator 
must  take  into  consideration  seven 
factors :  Tlie  historical  development 
of  clearance  in  the  particular  area ; 
admission  prices,  character  and  loca- tion of  theatres,  including  size,  type 
of  entertainment,  appointments,  transit 
facilities,  etc. ;  policy  of  operation, 
such  as  double  features,  gift  nights, 
giveaways,  premiums,  cut  rate  tickets, 
lotteries,  etc. ;  rentals  paid  and  rev- 

enue derived  by  distributor ;  extent 
to  which  theatres  involved  compete 
for  patronage ;  and  all  other  business 
considerations,  except  that  arbitrator 
shall  disregard  factor  of  affiliation  or non-affiliation. 

If  the  arbitrator  finds  an  unreason- 
able clearance,  he  fixes  the  proper 

clearance  for  existing  and  future  li- 
cense agreements.  Either  side  may 

ask  reopening  of  award  on  showing  a 
change  of  condition.  This  section 
and  arbitration  awards  thereunder 

shall  not  restrict  the  exhibitor's  right 
to  get  any  run  he  is  able  to  negotiate 
or  the  distributor's  right  to  license 
any  theatre  for  any  run  it  desires  to 

grant. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  a 
special  feature  licensed  by  itself.  Such 
special  features  may  be  licensed  on 
special  terms  and  conditions,  including 
special  clearance  provisions.  A  spe- 

cial feature  is  defined  as  one  which 
for  a  period  of  time  is  exhibited  at 
generally  advanced  first-run  admission 

prices. 

Prints  Not  to  Be 
Withheld  Unfairly 

9.  In  booking  prints  for  exhibitors 
competing  on  the  same  run  in  the  same 
district,  a  distributor  must  not  with- 

hold delivery  in  order  to  give  a  com- 
petitor a  prior  playing  date  not  pro- vided in  the  license.  It  is  recognized 

that  distributors  must  be  given  dis- 
cretion when  there  are  too  few  prints 

available.  Violations  are  subject  to 
arbitration,  and,  if  the  exhibitor  wins, 
the  award  should  order  the  distributor 
to  discontinue  the  practice. 
Refusal  to  Grant 
Run  to  Be  Arbitrated 

10.  Controversies  arising  because  an 
independent  exhibitor  complains  that 
a  distributor  has  arbitrarily  refused  to 
grant  a  run  requested  for  one  of  the 
exhibitors'  theatres  which  was  in  ex- 

istence or  which  replaced  a  theatre  in 
existence  at  the  date  of  the  decree 
shall  be  subject  to  arbitration. 
An  independent  exhibitor  is  one 
independent  of  any  circuit  of  five  or 
more  theatres,  not  affiliated  by  stock 
ownership,  common  ownership,  com- 

mon buying  or  otherwise  with  a  cir- 
cuit of  five  or  more  and  whose  li- (Continucd  on  page  7) 
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picture!"  raves  Walter  Winchell.  "Unquestionably  one  of  the 
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his  nine  million  readers.  While  the  New  York  Daily  News  and 

Liberty  Magazine  recommend  it  to  their  mighty  public  with 
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(Continued  from  page  4) 
censes  are  not  negotiated  by  a  buying 
combine  or  common  buying  agent  ne- 

gotiating for  more  than  five  theatres. 
A  replaced  theatre  is  one  erected  in 
the  same  neighborhood  as  one  which 
was  destroyed  or  permanently  aban- 

doned, must  have  been  erected  to  suc- 
ceed to  the  patronage  of  the  old  house 

and  must  have  no  more  than  25  per 
cent  additional  seating  capacity. 

Rules  Governing 
Run  Arbitration 
The  arbitrator  shall  not  make  an 

award  against  a  distributor  unless  he 
first  finds  these  five  major  facts:  The 
complainant  is  an  independent  exhibi- 

tor whose  house  was  in  existence  at 
the  date  of  the  decreee  or  replaced 
such  theatre.  The  refusal  must  exist 
for  at  least  three  successive  months. 
The  distributor  must  have  licensed  the 
features  to  a  theatre  which  is  part  of 
a  15-house  circuit  or  in  a  buying  com- 

bine of  15  or  more.  The  complain- 
ant's theatre  cannot  get  features  suffi- cient in  nature  and  quantity  to  enable 

it  to  operate  on  the  run  requested. 
Between  July  20,  1935,  and  July  20, 
1940,  the  complainant  operated  the 
theatre  on  the  same  run  or  earlier 
than  that  now  granted  to  the  circuit 
house ;  or  subsequent  to  July  20,  1940, 
and  during  the  two  consecutive  sea- 

sons prior  to  filing  of  the  complaint, 
the  house  was  operated  on  the  same 
or  earlier  run  granted  to  a  circuit 
house  and  the  complainant  during 
those  two  seasons  exhibited  substan- 

tially all  of  the  features  released  by 
the  distributor  complained  against ;  or 
between  July  20,  1935,  and  July  20, 
1940,  the  complainant  demanded  in 
writing  (demands  in  writing  to  in- 

clude complaints  to  the  Department 
of  Justice)  from  the  distributor  the 
same  run  or  earlier  enjoyed  by  a  cir- 

cuit house,  or  filed  with  a  Local 
Clearance  and  Zoning  Board  or  a  Lo- 

cal Grievance  Board  under  the  NRA 
code  a  complaint  which  was  not  acted 
upon ;  or  the  complainant  operated  his 
theatre  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to 
the  entry  of  the  decree  and  between 
July  20,  1935,  and  July  20,  1940,  and 
his  predecessor  made  the  written  de- 

mands specified  in  the  previous  clause. 
The  refusal  to  grant  the  run  was  in 
fact  because  the  theatre  granted  the 
run  was  a  circuit  theatre. 

Theatre  Factors 
To  Be  Considered 

In  deciding,  the  arbitrator  must 
consider  the  following  factors  :  Terms  ; 
seating  capacities ;  capacity  for  pro- 

ducing revenue  for  distributor ;  char- 
acter, appearance  and  condition ;  lo- 

cation ;  character  and  extent  of  area 
served ;  comparative  suitability  (where 
two  or  more  houses  are  contracted 

for  on  an  "or"  basis,  i.e.,  at  either of  two  or  more  houses,  all  of  such 
theatres  may  be  considered  as  a  unit)  ; 
character  and  ability  of  exhibitor  and 
his  reputation  for  showmanship  and 
honesty ;  policy ;  financial  respon- 

sibility ;    and   the   distributor's  prior 

relations  with  the  competing  houses. 
The  arbitration  award,  if  for  the 

exhibitor,  does  not  afreet  then  exist- 
ing contracts.  However,  it  shall  pro- hibit the  distributor  from  thereafter 

licensing  either  the  specified  circuit 
house  on  the  disputed  run  or  the  com- 

plainant's theatre  on  such  run,  other- wise than  by  a  separate  contract  which 
shall  not  be  part  of  any  contract  for 
the  licensing  of  features  in  any  other 
theatre  or  conditioned  upon  such  li- 

censing in  any  other  theatre. 
Within  60  days  after  receiving  such 

an  award,  the  victorious  exhibitor 
may  ask  for  a  further  arbitration  on 
the  grounds  that  the  distributor  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
award  and  the  arbitrator  may  grant 
compensatory  damages. 

Must  Advise  U.  S. 
Of  New  Theatres 

11.  For  three  years  after  entry  of 
the  decree,  defendants  must  advise  the 
Department  of  Justice  of  commitments 
for  acquisition  of  additional  theatres, 
including  those  by  corporations  con- 

trolled by  defendants  but  not  parties 
to  the  decree,  and  corporations  in 
which  defendants  have  a  financial  in- 

terest, although  they  do  not  control 
it.  On  the  10th  of  each  month,  state- 

ments must  be  rendered  of  changes 
and  reasons  therefore  including  the- 

atres contracted  to  be  built  or  under 
construction,  theatres  lost  or  disposed 
of,  theatres  acquired,  and  interest  in 

(.Continued  from  page  4) 
any  documents  or  records  from  the 
parties  deemed  necessary.  The  arbi- 

trator may  hear  argument  and  receive 
briefs. 

Closing  and  Reopening 

After  all  parties  conclude  evidence, 
the  arbitrator  shall  close  the  proceed- 

ing, under  Clause  7.  Prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  making  an 
award,  the  arbitrator  may  reopen  a 
proceeding  upon  his  own  initiative  or 
for  good  cause  on  the  written  applica- 

tion of  any  party  on  five  days'  notice to  other  parties.  At  any  time  within 
20  days  after  an  award  the  arbitrator 
may  reopen  proceedings  to  correct 
errors. 

Defaults  and  Withdrawals 

If  any  party  withdraws  from  the 
proceeding  after  appointment  of  an 
arbitrator,  the  proceedings  shall  con- 

tinue to  an  award  unless  all  parties 
consent  to  dismissal,  under  Clause  8. 

Powers  of  Arbitrator 

The  arbitrator  shall  have  the  power 
and  perform  the  duties  granted  by  the 
decree  and  arbitration  rules,  according 
to  Clause  9. 

Awards 

The  award,  under  Clause  10,  shall 
be  filed  with  the  clerk  within  30  days 
from  the  closing  of  proceedings  or 

theatres  acquired.  The  Department 
may  request  further  information  but 
all  information  shall  be  confidential, 
except  as  required  for  court  proceed- ings. 
During  the  three-year  period,  de- 

fendants shall  enter  into  a  general 
program  of  expanding  theatre  hold- 

ings but  they  shall  not  be  prevented 
from  acquiring  theatres  or  interest 
therein  to  protect  an  investment  or 
competitive  position,  or  for  ordinary 
purposes  of  its  business.  Proceedings 
for  violation  of  this  subdivision  shall 
be  only  by  application  to  the  court 
for  injunctive  relief  and  shall  be  lim- 

ited to  the  acquisition  or  disposal  of 
theatres  or  interests  therein  acquired 
in  violation  of  this  section. 

Eight  Factors  May  End 
Trade  Shows,  5-Block  Sales 

12.  This  clause  is  the  so-called  "es- 
cape clause."  Eight  separate  circum- 

stances are  described,  upon  the  occur- 
rence of  any  one,  or  combination  of 

them,  consenting  companies  either 
will  be  relieved  of  the  trade  showings 
or  five-block  sales  provisions  or  will 
be  qualified  to  substitute  for  them  any 
new  or  modified  provisions  governing 
those  practices  which  may  come  into being. 

Consenting  companies  may  be  re- 
lieved of  the  trade  showing  and  five- 

block  sales  provisions  in  the  event 
a  decree  against  United  Artists,  Uni- 

versal and  Columbia  containing  such 

from  the  date  fixed  for  the  filing  of 
briefs,  whichever  is  later.  The  award 
shall  be  specific,  shall  contain  such 
findings  as  required  by  the  decree 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  arbitrator 
before  a  notary  public.  The  arbitra- 

tor shall  assess  costs  against  the  losing 
party  or  apportion  them  among  the 
parties  as  he  deems  proper.  Costs 
shall  be  limited  to  the  arbitrator's  fee 
and  filing  fees.  A  copy  of  the  award 
shall  be  delivered  to  each  party,  and 
shall  become  binding  unless  an  appeal 
is  taken. 

Arbitrator's  Fees 
Under  Clause  11,  the  American 

Arbitration  Association  shall  fix  for 
each  arbitration  district  the  per  diem 
rate  of  the  arbitrator's  fee,  which  in no  case  shall  exceed  $50  per  day. 
The  arbitrator  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
fee  for  each  day  or  part  thereof  that 
he  shall  be  occupied.  Any  expenses 
incurred  shall  be  borne  equally  by  all 
parties.  No  other  compensation  shall 
be  given  the  arbitrator.  The  parties 
shall  deposit  each  day  an  amount 
equal  to  the  arbitrator's  daily  fee. 
Stenographic  Cost 

Clause  12  provides  that  the  clerk 
shall  arrange  for  a  stenographic  rec- 

ord of  testimony  when  it  is  requested 
by  the  parties,  who  must  deposit  the 
cost.  Any  party  must  pay  the  cost 
of  a  transcript  of  the  stenographic 
record  if  one  is  desired. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 

Reported 

Eight  Factors 

Contained  in 

Escape  Clause 

provisions  is  not  entered  prior  to  June 

1,  1942. If  such  a  decree  is  entered  against 
the  three  non-consenting  companies 
and  the  trade  show  and  group-pic- 

ture selling  provisions  differ  from 
those  contained  in  this  decree,  the  five 
consenting  companies  may  apply  for 
and  receive  the  same  provisions  estab- 

lished for  the  three  companies. 
If  a  decree  has  been  entered  against 

the  three  companies  by  June  1,  1942, 
but  is  inoperative  for  reasons  of  an 
appeal  or  otherwise,  the  trade  show 
and  group-picture  selling  provisions  of 
this  decree  will  be  suspended  until 
such  provisions  in  the  other  decree 
are  put  in  full  force  and  effect.  If 
the  trade  show  and  group-picture  sales 
provisions  of  the  new  decree  then  dif- 

fer from  those  of  this  decree,  the  five 
companies  may  elect  to  obtain  the  new 

provisions. If  a  Federal  law,  rule  or  regulation 
governing  trade  shows  and  group  pic- 

ture sales  is  enacted  or  made  at  any 
time,  the  consenting  companies  may 
elect  to  be  relieved  from  compliance 
with  those  provisions  of  the  decree. 

Consenting  companies  may  move  to 
vacate  the  trade  show  and  five-block 
sales  provisions  at  any  time  after 
Sept..  1,  1943,  by  a  contention  that 
25  per  cent  of  the  pictures  released 

during  a  preceding  12-months'  period were  distributed  otherwise  than  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  decree's  provisions, 

or  that  \2l/2  per  cent  or  more  of  the 
total  gross  income  from  rentals  in  the 
United  States,  exclusive  of  state's 
rights  exchanges,  was  derived  from 
pictures  licensed  otherwise  than  in  ac- 

cordance with  the  decree's  terms. 
The  decree  provisions  then  will  be 

vacated  unless  the  Government  is  able 
within  60  days  to  prove  the  contention 
relating  to  gross  income  to  be  false. 

Consenting  companies  may  be  re- lieved of  the  two  provisions  if  they 
are  able  to  demonstrate  to  the  court 
after  Sept.  1,  1942,  that  the  business 
of  one  or  more  of  them  has  been  "sub- 

stantially and  adversely  affected"  by compliance  with  the  trade  show  and 
group  sales  provisions  by  reason  of 
competitors  not  selling  in  accordance 
with  those  provisions. 

Decree  Limited 
To  Continental  U.  S. 

13.  The  provisions  of  the  decree  are 
made  applicable  only  to  operations  of 
consenting  companies  within  the  48 
states  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
unless  such  operations  or  activities 
conducted  in  the  United  States  relate 
to  distribution  or  exhibition  outside 
the  United  States. 

Right  to  Roadshow Not  Affected 

14.  Nothing  in  the  decree  will  limit 
or  affect  a  distributor's  right  to  road- show a  picture  on  terms  and  conditions 

(Continued  on  page  11) 

Rules  of  Arbitration  and  Appeals 
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(Continued  from  page  7) 

Rules  of  Arbitration 

Extensions  of  Time 
Clause  13  provides  that  the  parties 

in  writing  may  agree  to  extend  _  the 
specified  time  in  any  of  the  previous 
rules,  and  the  arbitrator  may  extend 
such  time  upon  five  days  notice  to  all 
parties. 

Notice  of  Appeal 
Under  Clause  14  any  party  may 

appeal  from  an  award  by  filing  notice 
of  appeal  with,  and  paying  a  filing 
fee  of  $25  to  the  clerk,  not  later  than 
20  days  after  the  filing  of  the  award. 
The  clerk  shall  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
notice  of  appeal  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Appeal  Board.  Three  copies  of  a 
transcript  of  the  record  of  the  hear- 

ing shall  be  filed  with  the  original 
clerk. 

Record  on  Appeal 
Under  Clause  IS,  on  receipt  of  the 

three  copies  of  the  transcript  the 
original  clerk  shall  prepare  the  record 
of  appeal,  including :  demand,  state- 

ment of  intervenors,  appointment  of 
arbitrator,  clerk's  record  of  hearing, 
three  copies  of  transcript,  exhibits  in 
evidence  and  award. 

Proceedings  on  Appeal 
Within  30  days  after  filing  notice 

of  appeal,  under  Clause  16,  each 
party  shall  deliver  a  copy  of  his  ap- 

peal brief  to  every  other  party  and 
file  with  the  appeal  clerk  six  copies 
of  such  brief.  Within  40  days  each 
party  shall  deliver  a  copy  of  any 
answering  brief  and  file  six  copies 
with  the  appeal  clerk.  The  Appeal 
Board  may  order  oral  argument,  or 
any  party  may  apply  for  permission 
to  present  oral  argument.  Oral  argu- 

ments shall  be  heard  by  the  Appeal 
Board  only  in  New  York  City. 

Decision  of  Appeal  Board 
Clause  17  provides  that  all  mem- 

bers of  the  Appeal  Board  must  pass 
on  all  appeals.  The  decision  with  an 
opinion  on  the  reasons  therefor  shall 
be  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  mem- 

bers of  the  Appeal  Board  or  a  ma- 
jority. The  decision  and  opinion  shall 

be  filed  with  the  appeal  clerk,  who 
shall  forward  a  copy  to  the  tribunal 
clerk  and  to  the  parties.  The  Appeal 
Board  may  affirm,  modify,  correct  or 
reverse  the  arbitrator's  award,  or  re- 

mand the  case  for  a  rehearing. 

Subsequent  Proceedings 
Unless  the  Appeal  Board  remands 

the  proceeding  to  the  tribunal  or  re- 
opens the  case,  under  Clause  18,  the 

decision  of  the  Appeal  Board  shall  be 
final  and  become  binding  on  all  parties 
in  10  days. 

Digest  of  U.  S.  Decree 
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fixed  by  the  distributor,  prior  to  gen- 

eral release.  A  road  show  is  defined 
as  an  engagement  for  which  a  major- 

ity of  main  floor  seats  for  each  eve- 
ning performance  are  reserved  and 

priced  at  a  minimum  of  $1. 
Franchises  Prior  to 
June  6,  1940,  Unaffected 

15.  The  decree  will  not  affect  fran- 
chises signed  prior  to  June  6,  1940,  or 

any  license  entered  into  pursuant  to 
such  franchise,  except  that  clearance 
conditions  contained  in  such  contracts 
between  parties  to  the  decree  are  sub- 

ject to  complaints  for  arbitration  in 
the  future,  unless  contained  in  con- 

tracts made  by  a  distributor  with  its 
affiliated  theatres. 
Arbitration  Refusal 
Deemed  a  Violation 

16.  Consenting  companies,  their  offi- 
cers, directors,  agents  or  employes 

shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  violated 
the  decree  in  instances  in  which  a 
complaint  brought  against  them  may 
be  arbitrated,  unless  there  is  involved 
a  refusal  to  arbitrate  or  to  perform 
a  final  arbitration  award  for  dam- 
ages. 
Distributor-Circuit 
Relations  Unchanged 

17.  Exhibition  licensing  arrange- 
ments between  a  distribution  company 

and  its  affiliated  theatres  remain  un- 
disturbed. The  same  applies  to  any 

theatres  in  which  a  distributor  may, 
in  future,  acquire  an  interest  of  50 
per  cent  or  more. 
D.  of  J.  Granted  Right 
To  Inspect  Record 

18.  The  Department  of  Justice  has 
the  right,  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  compliance  with  the  decree, 
to  have  access,  on  reasonable  notice 
to  the  defendant,  to  its  books  and 
records.  The  Department  is  also  given 
permission  to  interview  its  officers 
and  employes,  the  information  thus 
obtained  to  be  held  in  confidence  and 
divulged  only  in  the  course  of  legal 
proceedings. 
Right  to  Select 
Own  Customers  Upheld 

19.  A  distributor's  right  to  select his  own  customers  is  confirmed,  to 
negotiate  with  and  license  them  upon 
terms  and  conditions  it  sees  fit,  to 
the  extent  that  there  shall  be  no  viola- 

tion of  the  decree. 

Sales  Changes  Go  in 
Effect  Sept.  1,  1941 

20.  Provisions  relating  to  trade 
showings,  sales  in  blocks  of  five,  re- 

stricting sales  by  an  exchange  to  the- 
atres within  the  exchange  district, 

and  governing  refusal  by  a  distribu- 
tor to  license  a  theatre  for  a  run  re- 

quested by  an  exhibitor  will  apply  only 
to  features  released  in  the  United 
States  after  Aug.  31,  1941. 
Divorcement  Abandoned 
For  Three-Year  Period 

21.  Consenting  companies  agree  to 
a  three-year  trial  period  for  the  de- 

cree, barring  the  occurrence  of  any 
of  the  "escape"  provisions  of  Clause 
12.  In  return,  the  Government  agrees 
not  to  seek  the  divorcement  of  exhibi- 

tion from  distribution  and  production 
during  the  three-year  trial  period. 
Administration 
Of  Arbitration 

22.  The  American  Arbitration  As- 
sociation is  made  impartial  administra- 

tor of  the  decree's  arbitration 
system.  It  shall  select  panels  of 
not  less  than  10  arbitrators,  hav- 

ing no  connection  with  the  industry, 
in  every  exchange  center  in  which 
three  or  more  of  the  consenting  com- 

panies maintain  branches.  A  budget 
committee  of  three  members  shall  be 
set  up  to  fix  operating  costs  of  the 
boards  for  the  first  and  subsequent 
years.  Provisions  are  made  for  the 
amendment  of  arbitration  rules  with 
but  few  exceptions.  An  appeal  board 
of  three  members  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Federal  court  and  to  sit  in  New 
York  is  provided.  Arbitration  ex- 

penses shall  be  met  by  filing  fees,  pen- 
alties and  assessments  against  distribu- 

tors based  on  their  total  annual  do- 
mestic grosses.  Anyone  filing  a 

complaint  for  arbitration  agrees  to 
abide  fully  by  the  final  award  in  the 
case,  as  does  any  exhibitor  or  dis- 

tributor who  intervenes  in  an  arbitra- 
tion proceeding. 

Reasons  for  Court 
Jurisdiction 

23.  The  Federal  court  retains  juris- 
diction over  the  decree  to  permit  con- 
senting companies  to  make  application 

for  relief  or  modification  under  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  decree  per- 

mitting them  to  do  so,  and  also  to  re- 
lieve them  of  conflict  with  state  laws 

with  which  they  may  have  to  comply. 

Extension  of  Time 
Under  Clause  19,  the  parties  may 

by  written  agreement  extend  the  time 
specified  in  any  of  the  rules  on  appeal 
and  any  member  of  the  Appeal  Board 
may  do  so  on  written  application  of 
any  party  on  five  days'  notice  to  all. 
Other  Controveries 

Clause  20  provides  that  controversies 
between  exhibitors  and  distributors 
other  than  those  for  which  arbitration 
is  provided  by  the  decree  may  be  sub- 

mitted to  the  arbitration  system,  pro- 
vided at  least  one  of  the  parties  is  a 

distributor  defendant,  and  a  submis- 
sion in  writing  setting  forth  the  con- 

troversy is  signed  by  all  parties  and 
filed  with  the  appropriate  tribunal 
clerk. 

Access  to  Records 
Under  Clause  21  at  no  time  shall 

access  to  the  record  of  any  proceed- 
ing or  appeal  be  permitted  to  any 

person  not  a  party,  except  that  awards, 
decisions  and  opinions  may  be  made 

public. 
Definitions 

Clause  22  defines  the  various  terms 
used  in  the  Rules  of  Arbitration. 

Higher  Sales 

Cost  Seen  in 

Los  Angeles 

Hollywood,  Oct.  29. — While  no 
time  has  yet  been  afforded  Los  An- 

geles' exchange  row  for  a  thorough 
study  of  effects  on  local  distribution 
of  the  recently  signed  consent  decree, 
opinion  is  unanimous  that  higher  costs 
must  result. 

Real  benefit  will  accrue  to  sales 
staffs,  it  is  believed,  in  that  more 
men  will  have  to  be  added  to  present 
exchange  forces.  This,  coupled  with 
more  trade  showings,  will  raise  the 
cost  of  selling  film,  and  the  increased 
cost  will  eventually  have  to  be  borne 

by  exhibition. M-G-M'  district  manager  George 

Hickey  said  that  "while  I've  not  yet been  able  to  really  analyze  eventual 
effects  of  the  decree,  it  cannot  help 
but  raise  costs.  Our  men,  who  now 
handle  large  territories,  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  do  so  to  such  an 
extent.  It  will  mean  more  men,  more 

work  and  more  expense." 
See  No  Increase  in 
Kansas  City  Personnel 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  29. — Branch 
managers  here  are  not  too  much  con- 

cerned over  the  effect  on  their  op- 
erations of  the  consent  decree's  re- vision of  the  method  of  selling  films, 

particularly  the  block-of-five  pro- 

vision. ■ Managers  here  have  not  outlined 
any  definite  plans,  but  most  of  them 
have  given  serious  consideration  to the  matter. 

Block-of-five  selling  and  trade 
showings  will  not,  managers  believe, 

require  more  salesmen  or  even  in- crease the  selling  responsibility  of  the 
manager.  Neither  do  exchange  ex- ecutives think  extra  offices  will  be 
needed. 

However,  at  the  moment,  it  looks 
to  them  as  if  the  inevitable  need  of 
more  screening  facilities  will  add  to 
the  cost  of  operation. 

Managers  think  that  salesmen  who 
ordinarily  spend  most  of  their  time 
on  the  road  will,  under  the  block-of- 
five  plan,  spend  more  time  on  Film 
Row,  doing  their  selling  here  as  ex- hibitors come  in  to  trade  showings. 
The  new  selling  basis  will  mean 
more  over-the-counter  selling  by 
bookers. 

New  Coin  Film  Company 
Show  Box,  Inc.,  has  been  organized 

by  Mitchell  Hamilburg,  agent  and  ad- 
vertising representative ;  Irving  Starr, 

independent  producer ;  and  Murray 
Briskin,  exhibitor,  for  the  sale  of 
automatic  coin  film  machines. 

Monogram  Financing 

19  Out  of  26  Features 

Hollywood,  Oct.  29. — "Monogram 
is  producing  19  of  the  26  features 
scheduled  for  release  and  is  financing 
them  entirely,"  W.  Ray  _  Johnston, 
president  of  Monogram,  said  here. 

Johnston  went  on  to  say  that  the 
company  also  is  financing  a  series  of 
eight  Tex  Ritter  westerns,  and  as  in 
the  past  it  will  continue  to  finance 
90  per  cent  of  its  releases.  Monogram 
is  releasing  less  outside  product  this 
year  than  last,  Johnston  said. 
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Trust  Suit U.  S.  Outlines  Its  Position  on 

Pact  Aimed  at 

Blind  Selling, 

Justice  Department  Gives 

Views  on  Suit  Settlement 

Block  Booking 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
maintain  the  status  quo  so  far  as  is 
practicable. 

PRACTICES  AFFECTED  BY 
DECREE 

Blind  Selling  and  Block  Booking 
The  decree  strikes  at  two  selling 

practices  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry which  have  long  been  under 

attack  by  exhibitor  organizations,  as 
well  as  parent-teacher  associations  and 
other  public  groups,  i.  e.,  block  book- 

ing and  blind  selling.  Various  propos- 
als to  eliminate  these  practices  have 

been  suggested  from  time  to  time  and 
legislation  to  that  end  has  been  under 
consideration  by  Congress. 
Under  the  present  practice,  at  the 

start  of  each  motion  picture  season  an 

entire  year's  supply  of  pictures  is  sold at  one  time.  The  contract  is  executed 
before  production  has  started  on  the 
majority  of  pictures  covered  by  it. 
An  exhibitor  must  rely  on  what  is  at 
best  but  a  sketchy  outline  of  the  pic- 

tures the  distributor  intends  to  pro- 
duce. This  selling  practice  is  commonly 

known  as  blind  selling.  Not  infre- 
quently the  completed  picture  differs 

materially,  with  respect  to  story,  cast 
of  characters  and  quality,  from  the 
outline  previously  presented  to  the  ex- 

hibitor. As  a  result,  an  exhibitor  often 
finds  himself  in  a  position  where  he 
must  play  a  picture  which  he  would 
never  have  licensed  if  he  had  seen  it. 

Trade  Showing 

Blind  selling  is  prohibited  by  the 
decree.  Pictures  must  be  completed 
and  exhibited  to  the  trade  before  they 
can  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale.  The 
defendant  companies  are  required  to 
trade  show  their  pictures  in  each  of 
their  respective  exchange  districts. 
Thus  every  exhibitor  is  given  an  op- 

portunity to  see  the  pictures  before  he 
buys  them. 
Under  existing  practice,  each  dis- 

tributor tries  to  sell  as  many  pictures 
at  one  time  as  it  possibly  can  and  re- 

quires exhibitors  to  contract  for  all  or 
substantially  all  of  the  season's  output 
in  order  to  get  any  of  its  pictures. 
As  many  as  50  pictures  may  be  in- 

cluded in  a  single  block.  This  is  the 
practice  that  is  known  as  block  book- 
ing. 

As  a  result  of  this  practice,  exhi- 
bitors have  practically  no  opportunity 

to  select  pictures  based  on  the  local 
tastes  of  the  communities  which  they 
serve.  In  addition,  the  playing  time  of 
theatres  is  filled  by  pictures  bought  in 
large  blocks  from  the  defendant  com- 

panies and  exhibitors  have  little  screen 
time  available  for  showing  the  prod- 

uct of  independent  producers. 

Selling  in  Blocks  of  Five 

The  decree  prohibits  the  licensing 
of  more  than  five  pictures  in  a  single 
group.  It  does  not  prohibit  the  licens- 

ing of  less  than  five  pictures  in  a  I 

single  group ;  distributors  are  free  to 
sell  pictures  one  at  a  time  or  in  groups 
of  two,  three  or  four.  Although  dis- 

tributors may  sell  more  than  one  group 
of  five  pictures  at  a  time,  they  may  not 
condition  the  sale  of  one  group  of  pic- 

tures on  the  sale  of  another  picture 
or  group  of  pnetures. 
Under  the  method  of  selling  pre- 

scribed by  the  decree,  if  an  exhibitor 
finds  that  a  particular  group  of  pic- 

tures contains  some  that  are  objection- 
able, he  can  request  that  these  pictures 

be  eliminated  or  that  other  pictures 
be  substituted  for  them.  If  the  distri- 

butor refuses  to  grant  his  request,  the 
exhibitor  is  in  a  position  to  reject 
the  group  without  jeopardizing  his 
entire  year's  supply  of  films. 
The  decree  neither  requires  dis- 

tributors to  grant  nor  prohibits  them 
from  granting  to  exhibitors  the  privi- 

lege of  cancelling  one  or  more  pic- 
tures in  a  given  group.  As  a  result 

of  the  process  of  bargaining  between 
distributors  and  exhibitors,  cancella- 

tion privileges  in  varying  degrees  have 
been  granted  by  distributors  in  the 
past  though  they  have  not  been  legally 
required  to  do  so.  Under  the  decree 
the  parties  are  free  to  bargain  with 
respect  to  cancellation  as  well  as  with 
respect  to  the  particular  pictures  to 
be  included  in  a  given  group. 
Offensive  Pictures 

Exhibitors  are  given  the  right  to 
cancel  any  picture  that  is  locally  of- 

fensive on  moral,  religious  or  racial 

grounds. 
Because  pictures  to  be  released  dur- 

ing the  present  selling  season  have 
already  been  contracted  for,  the  pro- 

visions of  the  decree  with  respect  to 
trade  showing  and  sales  in  small 
blocks  do  not  become  effective  until 
the  opening  of  the  new  selling  season 
on  September  1,  1941. 
Benefits  to  Be  Anticipated 

It  is  reasonably  to  be  expected  that 
the  provisions  of  the  decree  as  to  trade 
showing  and  sales  in  small  groups  will 
result  in  an  improvement  in  the  qual- 

ity of  pictures  as  well  as  in  greater 
opportunity  for  local  community  tastes 
to  be  reflected  in  the  pictures  selected 
by  exhibitors.  This  new  method  of 
selling  should  open  to  independent 
producers  a  market  now  closed  to 
them  under  the  system  of  season  block  I 

bookings.  In  addition,  exhibitors  will 
have  greater  and  more  frequent  op- 

portunities to  compete  for  pictures. 
Although  the  method  of  selling  pro- 

vided for  in  the  decree  is  new  and  un- 
tried in  the  motion  picture  industry, 

it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  of  benefit 
to  exhibitors  and  distributors,  as  well 
as  to  the  public.  Whether  or  not  the 
new  method  of  selling  will  operate  ef- 

fectively can  only  be  determined  after 
a  fair  trial  and  that  is  provided  for 
by  the  decree. 

ALLEGED  UNFAIR  TRADE 
PRACTICES 

The  suit  charged  that  the  defendants 
had  engaged  in  certain  unfair  and  dis- 

criminatory trade  practices  to  the  det- 
riment of  independent  exhibitors. 

Among  these  practices  were  the  fol- lowing : 

(1)  Granting  certain  theatres  un- 
reasonable clearance  over  other  the- 

atres ; 

(2)  Discriminating  in  favor  of 
large  circuits  of  theatres  and  against 
small  independent  exhibitors  by  licens- 

ing pictures  on  preferred  runs  to  the circuit  theatres ; 

(3)  Refusing  to  license  pictures  at 
all  to  certain  theatres ; 

(4)  Forcing  exhibitors  to  buy 
short  subjects,  newsreels,  trailers, 
serials,  reissues  or  westerns  as  a  con- 

dition of  licensing  feature  pictures  ; 

(5)  Arbitrarily  withholding  avail- able prints  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  competitive  advantage  to  certain  ex- hibitors over  others. 

ARBITRATION  OF  DISPUTES 

To  provide  a  forum  for  the  settle- 
ment of  complaints  with  respect  to  the 

trade  practices  described  above,  the 
decree  sets  up  a  system  for  the  arbi- 

tration of  disputes  between  exhibitors 
and  distributors.  In  this  respect,  the 
decree  is  unique.  Its  approach  to  the 
solution  of  the  problems  existing  in 
the  industry  differs  from  that  of  any 
consent  decree  heretofore  entered 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  anti- 

trust laws.  Instead  of  merely  pro- 
hibiting certain  practices  and  leaving 

enforcement  to  the  ordinary  process 
of  contempt  proceedings  instituted  by 
the  Government,  the  decree  provides  a 
forum  in  which  exhibitors  are  given 
an  opportunity  to  have  their  com- plaints promptly  heard  and  promptly 

Decree  Puts 

Ban  on  Unfair 

Trade  Methods 

decided  independently  of  any  action  by 
the  Government. 
The  arbitration  machinery  will  be 

administered  by  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Association.  The  decree  pro- 

vides that  a  panel  of  not  less  than  10 
arbitrators  shall  be  established  in  each 
of  the  32  exchange  centers  in  the 
United  States.  The  arbitrators,  who 
are  to  be  selected  by  the  American 
Arbitration  Association,  must  be  per- 

sons having  no  past  or  present  con- 
nection with  the  motion  picture  indus- 

try. Arbitration  can  be  instituted  by 
the  payment  of  a  nominal  filing  fee. 
Controversies  are  to  be  heard  by  arbi- 

trators from  the  panel,  selected  either 
by  agreement  of  the  parties  or  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association. 
Persons  whose  business  or  property 
may  be  affected  by  an  award  are  given 
the  right  to  intervene  as  parties  and 
to  participate  in  the  proceeding. 

Provision  is  made  for  an  appeals 
board  of  three  members  to  be  ap- 

pointed by  the  Court  to  hear  appeals 
from  decisions  of  the  local  arbitrators. 
The  board  is  to  have  its  offices  and 
hold  its  hearings  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  ar- 

bitration system  is  to  be  borne  by 
assessments  levied  against  the  de- fendant companies. 

This  arbitration  system  will  pro- 
vide a  simple,  speedy,  inexpensive  and 

impartial  remedy  for  the  settlement 
of  disputes  between  distributors  and 
exhibitors. 

JURISDICTION  RESERVED 

The  petition  filed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  case  asks  the  court  to 

order  the  divorcement  of  production 
and  distribution  of  pictures  from  ex- 

hibition. The  petition  is  based  on  the 
theory  that  divorcement  of  production 
and  distribution  from  exhibition  is 
necessary  to  eliminate  the  unfair  com- 

petitive practices  in  the  industry  and 
to  restore  fair  competition  therein. 
The  purpose  of  the  present  decree  is 
to  provide  a  means  for  the  elimination 
of  unfair  competitive  practices  in  the 
industry  without  resorting  to  the  more 
drastic  remedy  of  divorcement. 
The  establishment  of  a  system  of 

arbitration  to  implement  the  slower 
and  more  expensive  remedy  of  private 
suits  under  the  antitrust  laws  sup- 

plies a  long  felt  need  in  the  motion 
picture  industry.  It  is  to  be  noted, 
however,  that  the  decree  takes  away 

no  existing  legal  rights  of  any  exhibi- 
tor under  the  antitrust  laws.  It  pro- 

vides an  additional  forum  for  the  set- 
tlement of  disputes  for  which  no  pro- 
visions have  heretofore  been  made. 

Properly  administered  it  should  put 
an  end  to  disputes  between  distribu- tors and  exhibitors  which  have  been  a 
constant  source  of  discord  and  fric- 

tion in  the  past  and  should  result  in 
placing  the  industry  on  a  fair  com- 

petitive basis.  If  these  results  are  not 
obtained  after  a  reasonable  trial  pe- 

riod, there  will  be  no  alternative  for 
the  Government  but  to  proceed  with 

(Continued  on  page  13) 

Freeman  Heads  Committee  on 

National  Defense  in  Hollywood 

Hollywood,  Oct.  29. — Y.  Frank  Freeman,  president  of  the  Pro- 
ducers' Association,  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the  Hollywood National  Defense  Committee  which  will  work  with  the  New  York 

industry  defense  committee  headed  by  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president. 

Meanwhile,  studios  began  preliminary  arrangements  today  on  the 
100  reels  to  be  made  by  various  studios  for  the  Army  for  use  in 
instructing  recruits.  The  films  will  be  shown  only  at  camps.  The 
War  Department  has  appropriated  $200,000  for  the  purpose,  and 
more  may  be  forthcoming. 

Dr.  Leo  Rosten  has  started  functioning  here  as  local  publicity 
representative  of  the  National  Defense  Advisory  Commission. 
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Government's  Statement 

Yates  Working  on 

New  Republic  Setup 

Hollywood,  Oct.  29.— Her- bert J.  Yates  is  reported 
working  on  a  plan  under 
which  Republic  exchanges 
would  operate  in  accordance 
with  the  decree.  Yates  is  ex- 

pected here  for  production 
conferences  at  the  end  of  No- 

vember, at  which  time  the 
next  quarter's  product  will  be 
set.  At  that  time,  he  is  ex- 

pected to  divulge  how  the 
studio  will  conform  to  the 
change,  if  any,  of  distribution 

procedure. 

DeSylva  Has  Three 
Shows  on  Broadway 
With  the  opening  of 

"Panama  Hattie,"  musical 
show,  at  the  46th  Street 
Theatre  tonight,  Broadway 
showmen  believe  Buddy  G. 
DeSylva,  Paramount  producer, 
will  have  established  a  prece- 

dent, with  three  musicals 
playing  simultaneously  here. 
The  others  are  "Du  Barry 
Was  a  Lady,"  and  "Louisiana 
Purchase." Arthur  Treacher,  of  films,  is 
in  the  cast  of  DeSylva's  latest show.  Others  include  Ethel 
Merman,  Betty  Hutton,  James 
Dunn,  Phyllis  Brooks,  Joan 
Carroll  and  Jack  Donahue. 
Cole  Porter  wrote  the  music 
and  lyrics.  Nat  Dorfman  is 
in  charge  of  advertising  and 
publicity. 

70  Phila.  Houses 

To  Flash  Returns 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  29.  —  Election 
returns  on  Nov.  5  will  be  featured 
at  more  than  70  Warner  theatres  in 
the  Philadelphia  area.  In  an  extensive 
tieup  made  between  Everett  Callow, 
Warner  publicity  director  here,  and 
Joseph  Connelly,  promotion  director 
of  WCAU,  the  radio  station  through 
Transradio  Press  will  service  the 
houses  with  election  news  flashes.  At 
regularly  scheduled  intervals  over 
loudspeakers,  the  picture  will  be  brok- 

en in  for  30-second  announcements  on 
the  balloting. 
A  special  news  room  is  being  set 

up  by  the  radio  station  to  handle  the 
Warner  tieup  and  it  will  be  operated 
independently  of  the  regular  broad- 

casts. Two  special  telephone  lines  will 
be  installed,  one  trunk  line  for  the  10 
center  city  houses  and  the  other  for 
the  10  key  neighborhood  houses.  The 
theatres  will  work  on  time  schedule, 
making  calls  every  three  minutes  to 
obtain  their  information.  All  the  the- 

atres will  be  supplied  with  special 
tabulation  blanks  to  eliminate  unnec- 

essary time  on  phone  calls  and  an 
elaborate  system  whereby  the  other 
neighborhood  houses  will  get  informa- 

tion has  been  worked  out. 

Reserve  Decision  in 

Ohio  Bank  Night  Suit 
Columbus,  Oct.  29. — The  Ohio  Su- 

preme court  has  heard  arguments  and 
took  under  advisement  the  case  of 
Troy  Amusement  Co.,  Troy,  appealed 
from  the  Common  Pleas  and  Appel- 

late courts,  both  of  which  have  ruled 
that  Bank  Night  is  a  lottery. 
The  original  suit  was  filed  by  An- 

drew Attenweiler,  a  taxpayer,  seek- 
ing judgment  for  $500  exemplary 

damages,  plus  $10  admission  refund 
over  a  stipulated  period,  and  asking 
that  Bank  Night  at  the  Mayflower  in 
Troy  be  discontinued  on  the  ground 
that  it  violates  the  Ohio  lottery  law. 
The  defense  contended  that  no  ele- 

ment of  lottery  was  involved.  The  de- 
cision will  have  a  far-reaching  effect, 

since  it  is  expected  to  establish  a 
precedent  in  Ohio,  where  similar  cases 
attacking  the  constitutionality  of  Bank 
Night  are  being  held  in  abeyance 
pending  outcome  of  the  Troy  proceed- 
ings. 

(.Continued  from  page  12) 
the  litigation  and  press  for  a  revision 
of  the  entire  industry  structure  in  ac- 

cordance with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion. 
To  give  the  arbitration  system  a 

fair  trial  the  Government  will  not 
seek  divorcement  or  dissolution  for  a 
solution  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
In  the  interim  the  defendants  have 
agreed  not  to  engage  in  any  general 
program  of  expansion  of  theatre  hold- 

ings, with  certain  stated  exceptions. 
Thus  the  status  quo  will  be  main- 

tained during  the  three-year  period  to 
the  extent  that  it  is  practicable. 

PARTIES  CONSENTING 

The  companies  consenting  to  the 
decree  are  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc., 
Loew's,  Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pictures, Inc.,  Warner  Brothers  Pictures,  Inc., 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corpo- 

ration and  their  subsidiaries  and  affili- 
ated companies.  All  five  of  these  com- 

panies are  engaged  in  the  exhibition  of 
pictures  as  well  as  in  production  and 
distribution.  Three  of  the  companies 
that  were  named  in  the  original  com- 

plaint, namely,  United  Artists  Cor- 
poration, Universal  Pictures  Com- 

pany, Inc.,  and  Columbia  Pictures 
Corporation,  have  not  joined  in  the  de- 

cree. None  of  these  companies  owns 
any  theatres.  The  case  will  proceed 
to  trial  against  these  three  companies 
at  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  court.  To 

Hollywood,  Oct,  29. 
AFTER  an  absence  of  more  than 
IX  two  years,  George  Sanders  re- 

turns to  his  home  lot,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  which  incidentally  has  been  loan- 

ing out  the  player  for  that  period,  to 
be  starred  in  "Uncensored,"  in  which 
he  will  play  a  dual  role.  In  Sanders' last  picture  at  20th  Century-Fox, 
"Lancer  Spy,"  he  also  played  a  dual role. 

•  • 

RKO  has  signed  Victure  Ma- 
ture to  a  two-picture-a-year 

deal,  through  arrangements 
with  Hal  Roach,  for  three  years. 
.  .  .  Ronald  Colman's  next  pic- 

ture will  be  "Palm  Beach,  Ltd.," 
first  of  William  Hawks'  United 
Producers  Corp.  pictures  to  be 
released  through  RKO.  Lewis 
Milestone  will  direct  the  John 
Van  Druten  screenplay. 

•  • 

Betty  Brewer  gets  a  special  role 
in  Paramount's  "Las  Vegas  Nights." 
.  .  .  Sidney  Buchman  has  been  as- 

signed to  write  the  script  of  "A  Cool 
Million,"  which  Sam  Bischoff  will 
produce  for  Columbia.  .  .  .  Charles  R. 
Rogers  announces  the  acquisition  of 
"Mermaids  on  Parade,"  a  musical 
comedy,  for  his  Columbia  schedule. 
It  is  an  original  by  William  A. 
Pierce,  his  executive  assistant.  .  .  . 
Olive  Blakeney,  London  musical 
comedy  star,  has  been  signed  by 
Ernest  Lubitsch  for  the  second  fem- 

protect  the  consenting  defendants 
against  the  competitive  advantages 
that  the  three  non-consenting  com- 

panies may  enjoy  if  they  are  not  re- 
quired to  conform  their  selling  prac- 

tices to  the  provisions  of  the  decree 
with  respect  to  trade  showing  and 
sales  in  small  groups,  the  decree  pro- 

vides for  the  termination  of  these  pro- 
visions as  against  the  five  consenting 

companies  in  the  event  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  succeeded  in  procuring  a 

decree  requiring  the  three  non-con- 
senting companies  to  comply  with 

similar  provisions  by  June  1,  1942. 
All  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  de- 

cree remain  in  effect  regardless  of  the 
outcome  of  the  suit  against  the  three 
non-consenting  companies. 

CONTINUED  SUPERVISION 

The  Department  of  Justice  proposes 
to  keep  a  constant  check  on  the  op- 

eration of  the  decree.  The  records  of 
the  arbitration  system  are  subject  to 
inspection  by  the  Department  at  all 
times,  as  are  the  records  of  the  de- 

fendants relating  to  the  operation  of 
the  decree.  A  unit  will  be  established 
in  the  Antitrust  Division  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  operation  of  the  de- 

cree and  to  handle  complaints  with 
respect  to  it.  As  a  result  of  the  in- 

formation thereby  obtained,  the  De- 
partment will  be  in  position  to  deter- 

mine what  further  action,  if  any,  need 
be  taken  at  the  end  of  the  trial  period. 

inine  lead  in  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 
ing." .  .  .  "Home,  Sweet  Home"  is  the 

title  of  the  next  Monogram  "East  Side 
Kids"  picture  which  Sam  Katzman 
will  produce.  .  .  .  Zasu  Pitts  has 
been  set  for  a  comedy  role  in  RKO's 
"No,  No,  Nanette." •  • 

Mickey  Rooney  and  Spencer  Tracy 

will  be  co-starred  in  "Men  of  Boys- 
town"  at  M-G-M,  as  a  sequel  to 
"Boystown"  in  which  both  appeared. 
Norman  Taurog  will  direct  and 
John  W.  Considine,  Jr.,  will  pro- 

duce. Tracy  is  now  appearing  in  an 
untitled  film  based  on  the  life  of  Dr. 
Ephraim  McDowell.  .  .  .  Another  big 
picture  to  be  announced  at  the  same 
studio  is  "Mr.  Co-Ed,"  which  will star  William  Powell  and  Myrna 
Loy.  Jack  Conway  will  direct  this 
Sam  Zimbalist  production. •  • 

Paramount  has  purchased  "You  Go 
Your  Way,"  comedy  by  Katharine 
Brush,  and  Edward  H.  Griffith 
will  produce  and  direct.  No  other 
assignments  have  been  made.  .  .  .  Re- 

public has  signed  Joseph  Santley, 
director,  to  a  term  contract.  His  most 
recent  picture  was  "Melody  Ranch," the  Gene  Autry  picture,  and  before 
that  "Melody  and  Moonlight."  .  .  . That  studio  has  cast  Jed  Prouty, 
remembered  as  the  father  in  20th 

Century-Fox's  "Jones  Family"  se- 
ries, in  "Barnyard  Follies,"  with Mary  Lee,  Rufe  Davis  and  June 

Storey. 

Expect  to  Settle 

Phila.  Trust  Suit 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ing  conducted  by  Morris  Wolf,  attor- 
ney for  Warners,  with  Irvin  A.  Wein- 

grad,  attorney  for  Rubin  Shapiro,  op- 
erator of  the  Admiral.  The  negotia- 

tions will  be  resumed  on  the  return 
to  the  city  of  Ted  Schlanger,  War- 

ner Theatres  zone  chief,  who  is  ill. 
Negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  the 

Carmen  Theatres  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  same  defendants  also  have 
been  initiated,  but  Wolf  said  there 
is  no  assurance  at  this  stage  that  the 
negotiations  will  be  completed.  The 
suit  was  filed  several  years  ago  and 
no  date  for  a  hearing  has  been  set 
yet.  The  plaintiff  theatre  is  in  re- 

ceivership and  a  settlement  is  said  to 
be  contingent  upon  its  obtaining  addi- 

tional product  from  major  distribu- tors. 

The  only  remaining  anti-trust  suit 
of  the  half-dozen  pending  here  re- 

cently is  that  filed  last  November  by 
Henry  Friedman,  operator  of  the 
Lansdowne  for  $150,000  damages  in 
an  action  similar  to  the  Admiral 
case.  No  hearing  has  been  set  for 
this  case  and  no  effort  is  being  made 
to  settle  it  out  of  court. 
The  anti-trust  suit  brought  by 

David  Milgram  against  Warners  and 
major  distributors  was  settled  out  of 
court  last  month. 

British  Trade  Close 

To  Normal:  Reisman 

Phil  Reisman,  RKO  foreign  mana- 
ger, yesterday  confirmed  recent  state- 

ments of  other  company  officials  that 
film  business  in  England  is  nearly 
normal,  despite  the  war 
No  successor  to  the  late  Ralph 

Hanbury,  British  managing  director, 
will  be  appointed  for  the  time  being, 
Reisman  said.  George  Dawson  and 
E.  W.  Holme  are  in  charge  of  RKO 
affairs  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Reisman,  who  returned  last  Satur- 
day from  South  America,  said  it  is 

"ridiculous"  for  the  industry  to  an- 
ticipate recouping  European  losses  in 

Latin  America.  Such  talk  is  detri- 
mental to  the  business  in  that  terri- 

tory, he  declared. 

Guild  Wins  Two  More 

Hollywood,  Oct.  29. — Screen  Office 
Employes  Guild  has  been  designated 
as  bargaining  agent  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  Walter  Wanger  studios  in  a 
N.L.R.B.  election. 

20th-Fox  Recalls  Sanders; 

Studios 9  Production  Notes 
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Feature  Review 

"Escape" 
(M-G-M) 

ROM  the  widely  read  and  much  discussed  novel  of  Ethel  Vance, 

"Escape"  is  heavily  dramatic  in  theme  and  treatment.    By  reason  oi 
its  subject  matter  and  origin,  it  should  lend  itself  to  vigorous  and  produc- 

tive exploitation. 

"Escape"  treats  harshly  of  the  Nazi  system  of  oppression,  with  count- 
less examples  of  the  cruel  and  relentless  subjugation  of  all  human  liber- 
ties in  Germany.  In  the  lead  are  Robert  Taylor  and  Norma  Shearer, 

assisted  wkh  admirable  skill  by  Conrad  Veidt,  Nazimova,  Felix  Bressart 
and  Albert  Bassermann. 

Taylor,  an  American,  goes  to  Germany  to  find  his  mother,  played  by 
Nazimova.  Once  famous  as  an  actress,  he  discovers  her  to  be  under 
sentence  of  death  in  a  concentration  camp  for  alleged  treason  to  the  state 
All  avenues  are  closed,  until  Bressart,  old  servant,  agrees  to  help.  A 
doctor  in  the  camp,  not  wholly  devoid  of  human  sentiment,  so  drugs  the 
woman  that  she  appears  dead.  A  high  degree  of  suspense  is  engendered 

as  Bressart  and  Taylor  remove  the  "body"  under  the  eyes  of  the  political 

police. They  take  her  to  the  home  of  Miss  Shearer,  a  countess  whose  intimate 
friend  is  Veidt,  a  Nazi  general.  She  assists  them,  and,  at  the  last  mo- 

ment, makes  possible  their  escape,  as  she  prevents  the  general  from 
spreading  an  alarm  which  would  have  meant  death  for  them  all. 

Mervyn  LeRoy  directed  from  a  screenplay  by  Arch  Oboler  and  Mar- 
guerite Roberts. 

Running  time,  104  minutes.    "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Draft  Lottery 

Is  Broadcast 

By  All  Stations 

Virtually  all  radio  stations  yester- 
day carried  the  broadcast  of  the  draft 

lottery  and  many  went  to  consider- 
able efforts  to  give  complete  cover- 

age and  feature  special  programs  after 
the  first  broadcast  from  noon  to  12  :45. 
The  first  two  numbers  called,  158 

and  192,  affected  two  NBC  employes, 
Evan  Wylie,  of  the  special  events  de- 

partment recently  promoted  from  page 
boy,  and  Alwin  Foster  of  the  NBC 
research  department.  Milton  Burgh, 
assistant  to  A.  A.  Schecter,  special 
events  head,  was  119th  to  be  called. 

Stephen  McCormick,  chief  announc- 
er for  WOL,  Washington,  who  was 

announcing  the  broadcast  for  Mutual, 
and  who,  incidentally  is  Mutual's  con- 

tact man  with  the  Army  and  Navy 
Selective  Service  division  was  the 
19th  to  be  called.  Palmer  B.  Fors- 
more,  transmitter  engineer  for  KABR, 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  drew  number  158. 
A  touch  of  drama  was  provided 

during  the  initial  broadcast  when  it 
was  discovered  that  a  mother  whose 
son's  number  was  158  was  present  at 
the  drawing  in  Washington.  The  net- 

works interviewed  her  over  the  air. 
In  New  York,  Mutual  scored  a  beat 
by  putting  the  first  holder  of  158  on 
the  air  at  1:10  P.M.  WHOM  and 
WAAT  had  two  holding  the  "fateful 
number  on  the  air  shortly  thereafter. 
WNEW  broke  into  sustaining  and 

sponsored  shows  all  day  to  keep  New 
York  abreast  of  the  latest  drawings. 
NBC  kept  both  its  networks  open 
overtime  early  this  morning  to  give 
a  resume  of  all  numbers  drawn.  CBS 
had  two  special  programs  during  the 
day  to  read  the  numbers  called. 

Francisco  Resigns 

From  Lord  &  Thomas 

Don  Francisco  resigned  yesterday 
as  president  of  Lord  &  Thomas  to  ac- 

cept a  post  in  the  Federal  Defense 
Organization  to  serve  on  the  Com- 

mittee on  Communications  under 
Nelson  Rockefeller,  coordinator  of 
commercial  and  cultural  relations 
among  the  American  republics.  No 
successor  will  be  named.  Francisco 
remains  a  stockholder,  director  and 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  Lord  &  Thomas. 

Television  Permit  to 

Milwaukee  Journal 

Washington,  Oct.  29. — A  permit 
for  a  television  station  to  be  built  in 
Milwaukee  by  the  Milwaukee  Journal 
was  granted  today  by  the  FCC.  The 
station  will  operate  on  66-72  m.c.  with 
1,000  watts  power.  The  FCC  also 
had  granted  the  request  of  Walczak 
Laboratory,  Springfield,  Mass.,  to  dis- 

miss its  application  for  an  experi- 
mental television  station. 

Connie  Russell  Option 
M-G-M  has  taken  an  option  of  the 

services  of  Connie  Russell,  16-year-old 
singer  who  has  been  appearing  at  the 
Famous  Door. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Legion  Approves 
Ten  New  Pictures 

All  10  new  films  reviewed  by  the 
National  Legion  of  Decency  have 
been  approved,  three  for  general  pat- 

ronage and  seven  for  adults.  The 
pictures  and  their  classification  fol- low : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for 
General  Patronage  —  "The  Boss  of 
Bullion  City,"  "Li'l  Abner,"  "Youth 
Will  Be  Served."  Class  A-2,  Un- 

objectionable for  Adults  —  "Angels 
Over  Broadway,"  "The  Devil's  Pipe 
Line,"  "East  of  the  River,"  "The 
Great  Dictator,"  "The  Hit  Parade  of 
1941,"  "Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West," 
"Street  of  Memories." 

Poli  Usher  Party  Set 
New  Haven,  Oct.  29. — Loew-Poli 

ushers  will  hold  their  annual  formal 
Thanksgiving  dinner-dance  at  Seven 
Gables  Inn,  Nov.  20,  with  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  division  manager ;  Lou  Brown, 
Robert  Russell,  Sam  Badamo,  Nat 
Rubin  and  William  Reisinger  as 
guests  of  honor.  Chairman  is  Mar- 

shall Blevins. 

Marjorie  Rambeau  Due 
Marjorie  Rambeau  will  come  here 

for  the  opening  of  "Tugboat  Annie 
Sails  Again,"  Warner  film,  at  the Strand  Nov.  8  in  which  she  has  the 
leading  role. 

Organize  Manager 

Group  in  Cincinnati 
Cikcinnati,  Oct.  29. — The  Enter- 

tainment Managers'  Association,  com- 
posed of  booking  agents  in  this  sec- 

tion, has  been  organized  here  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  buyers  of  music 
and  entertainment.  It  is  patterned 
after  a  similar  organization  operating 
in  Chicago. 
Arthur  Dahlman  has  been  elected 

president ;  Mrs.  J.  Cavanaugh,  first 
vice-president ;  Jack  Middleton,  sec- 

ond vice-president,  and  Wally  Jack- 
son, secretary  and  treasurer.  Direc- tors are :  Alma  Bahlke,  Roy  Meyers, 

Morris  Jones,  Ray  Kolb,  Ruth  Best 
and  Horace  Williamson. 

Want  Jobs  Back 
Hollywood,  Oct.  29. — Studio  Trans- 

portation Drivers  Local  399  will  au- 
thorize its  officers  to  negotiate  a 

change  in  contracts  with  studios  guar- 
anteeing leaves  of  absence  and  return 

of  jobs  to  members  called  for  military 
service.  The  union  plans  to  maintain 
insurance  and  good  standing  of  mem- 

bers affected. 

Forest  Joins  Melbern 
Joseph  Forest,  assistant  to  Milton 

Silver,  National  Screen  Service  ad- 
vertising manager,  the  last  three 

years,  has  resigned  to  take  a  partner- 
ship in  Melbern  Press. 

Short  Wave 

Use  Is  Left  to 

Picture  Heads 

Sponsorship  of  short  wave  broad- 
casts by  film  companies  will  be  left 

to  company  heads  for  decision,  it  was 
reported  yesterday  following  a  meet- 

ing at  NBC  offices  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  network,  four  major 

companies  and  the  Hays  office. 

Company  officials  made  clear  the  1 difficulties  of  selling  pictures  in  Latin 
America  by  use  of  short  wave  but 
Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  manager  of  the 
NBC  international  short  wave  di- 

vision, pointed  out  the  value  of  using 
the  medium  for  good  will  purposes. 
Foreign  managers  present,  however, 
declared  that  a  program  intended  for 
good  will  should  be  decided  upon  by 
company  heads  rather  than  foreign 
department  executives. 

After  the  meeting  Yandell  declared 
that  the  only  result  was  a  suggestion 
that  NBC  submit  specifications  for 
the  type  of  program  to  be  used  and 
explore  the  relationship  of  the  broad- 

casts to  the  defense  committee's  ac- tivity with  the  Hays  office  so  that  the 
whole  program  might  be  unified. 

Present  yesterday  were  J.  S.  Hum- 
mel, Robert  Schless,  Warners ;  Phil 

Reisman,  RKO ;  Albert  Dean,  Para- 
mount ;  Arnold  Picker,  Columbia ; 

Kenneth  Clark,  Hays  office ;  John  F. 
Royal  and  Yandell,  NBC. 

Toronto,  Oct.  29. — The  date  of  the 
first  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers  has  been  fixed  for 
Nov.  13,  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel 
here,  instead  of  Nov.  11,  which  is  a 
national  holiday  in  the  Dominion,  ac- 

cording to  Clair  Hague,  president. 
Officials  of  the  American  Picture 

Pioneers,  led  by  Jack  Cohn,  have  ad- 
vised the  headquarters  of  the  Canadian 

society  that  they  will  attend  the 
Toronto  meeting  which  will  be  fol- 

lowed by  a  three-day  rodeo  in  the Toronto  Coliseum  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Pioneers.  Gene  Autry  will  be 
featured,  the  proceeds  of  which  will 

be  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Mayor's Fund  for  the  relief  of  London  bomb- 
ing victims. 

Equity  Fines  Miss  Bruce 
Carol  Bruce  was  fined  $500  and 

ordered  to  discontinue  her  appear- 
ances on  the  Ben  Bernie  show  over 

NBC  and  at  the  Sert  Room  of  the 
Waldorf-Astoria,  by  the  Actors  Equ- 

ity council  yesterday.  B.  G.  DeSylva, 

producer  of  "Louisiana  Purchase," filed  a  complaint  on  the  ground  Miss 
Bruce  allegedly  violated  her  exclu- sive service  contract. 

Tax  System  Causes  'Wind9  Delay Mexico  City,  Oct.  29 

TWO  reasons  are  assigned  for  deferring  exhibition  of  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  here  until  the  turn  of  the  New  Year.  One  is  that  as  this 

film  is  expected  to  break  box-office  records  and  as  the  Municipal 
Treasurer  is  conducting  a  check  on  theatre  attendance  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  to  determine  a  base  for  the  1941  imposts  (this  is  an  annual 
custom  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  in  Mexico),  such  a  strong 
picture  would  mean  artifically  high  levies  for  the  exhibitors  during next  year. 

The  other  reason  is  that  Mexico's  long  Christmas  celebration,  lasting from  Dec.  12  until  Jan.  6,  is  so  much  of  a  home  affair  that  exhibitors 
usually  experience  a  severe  slump  in  business  . 

Form  Delivery  Unit 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  29. — The  Hor- 
lacher  Film  Delivery  Service  here  and 
the  Exhibitor  Film  Service  in  Pitts- 

burgh have  formed  the  Clark-Calla- 
han route,  a  cooperative  unit  for  de- 

liveries of  prints  over  the  new  super- 
highway from  Harrisburg  to  Pitts- 

burgh by  truck  overnight,  saving  24 hours. 

Canadian  Pioneers 

Meeting  on  Nov.  13 
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Box  Offices 

Feel  Effects 

Of  Air  Talks 

Time  Differences  Limit 

Damage  to  Grosses 

Political  broadcasts  have  varying 
effects  on  box-office  grosses  nation- 

ally because  of  the  differences  in 
time  over  the  country,  a  survey 
shows.  This  is  because  the  speeches 
generally  are  made  in  the  late  eve- 

ning, when  sponsored  programs  are 
off  the  air  and  the  charges  there- 

fore are  less. 

A  10  o'clock  broadcast  in  the  East 
means  9  P.M.  in  the  Midwest,  8  P.M. 
in  the  Mountain  States  and  7  o'clock on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Thus  a  speech  which  would 
not  interfere  with  film  shows 
in  the  Atlantic  states  might  in- 

terfere with  the  box-office  in 
other  sections.  On  the  other 

hand,  a  9  o'clock  speech  here, 
which  would  have  a  damaging 
effect  in  the  East  would  be 
practically  unnoticed  on  the 
Coast. 
The  combination  of  both  major  po- 

litical candidates  on  the  same  night 
generally  hurts  grosses,  but  lesser  can- 

didates are  not  interfering  greatlv  with 
theatre    attendance.      Nights  when 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Syracuse  Exhibitor 

Group  Meets  Today 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  30. — Organ- 

ization of  the  Central  Division  of  the 
M.P.T.O.  of  the  State  of  New  York 
is  scheduled  to  be  completed  at  a 
meeting  of  exhibitors  here  tomorrow. 
The  local  group  is  headed  by  Sidney 
L.  Grossman.  Policies  for  the  organi- 

zation are  expected  to  be  outlined,  and 
officers  and  directors  of  the  Syracuse 
area  will  be  elected. 

UniversaVs  'Tropics' 
Opens  in  Pater  son 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Oct.  30.— The  Uni- 
versal film,  "One  Night  in  the  Trop- 

ics" had  its  world  premiere  at  the Fabian  theatre  here  tonight,  with  all 
the  festivity  of  a  Hollywood  opening. 

The  event  honored  Lou  Costello  of 
the  cast,  who  is  a  home-town  boy,  and 
who  appears  with  Allan  Jones,  Nancy 
Kelly  and  Costello's  partner,  Bud  Ab- 

bott. The  entire  proceeds  of  the  pre- 
miere performance,  priced  at  $5  top, 

went  to  the  Paterson  Community 
(Continued  on  pane  5) 

NBC  Will  Televise 
Election  Returns 

NBC  will  cover  the  national 
election  by  television  Tuesday 
and  will  attempt  to  give  visu- 

al aids  to  interpreting  the  re- 
turns. Charts,  maps  and  ta- 

bles will  be  kept  up  to  the 
minute  to  give  a  pictorial 
story  of  the  voting.  The  pro- 

gram will  start  at  6:45  P.M. 
with  the  regular  commentary 
of  Lowell  Thomas  and  will 
continue  until  the  election 
has  been  decided.  Earl  God- 

win, H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  Ray- 
mond Clapper  and  John  B. 

Kennedy  will  also  make  ap- 
pearances. 

Kennedy  May  Meet 

Foreign  Managers 
Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy 

may  attend  a  meeting  of  major  com- 
pany foreign  managers  to  discuss  with 

them  the  new  British  currency  plan. 
Kennedy  met  with  Will  H.  Hays, 

M.P.P.D.A.  president,  yesterday  for 
a  discussion  of  the  new  British  pro- 

posal. If  Kennedy  is  unable  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  foreign  managers, 
which  would  be  called  at  his  conven- 

ience, Hays  will  report  instead. 
Meanwhile,  it  was  said  that  final 

action  on  the  new  proposal  is  not  man- 
datory today,  despite  the  expiration  of 

the  old  agreement.  Some  foreign 
managers  are  still  hopeful  of  obtaining 
better  terms  than  those  offered  by 
Britain.  However,  the  prevailing  im- 

pression is  that  the  $8,000,000  unre- 
stricted withdrawal,  and  50  per  cent 

of  the  second  $8,000,000  on  an  "if 
earned"  basis,  represent  the  best  terms 
Britain  is  prepared  to  offer. 

PARA.  PARTNERS 

MAY  NOT  OPPOSE 

CONSENT  DECREE 

Networks  Will  Broadcast 

24-Hour  Election  Service 

Attitude  Is  Unchanged, But  Many  Feel  Fight 

By  Exhibitor  Organizations  at  Nov.  14 

U.  S.  Court  Hearing  Will  Be  Ample 

Paramount  theatre  associates,  representing  about  1,000  theatres  in  the 

United  States,  will  not  appear  in  active  opposition  to  the  Federal  consent 
decree  at  the  Nov.  14  hearing  in  U.  S.  district  court  here,  according  to 

present  indications.  This  group  was  the  first  to  voice  objections  to  the terms  of  the  Federal  decree  as  proposed. 
This  is  not  due  to  any  change  of  at- 

titude on  the  part  of  the  Paramount 
theatre  operators,  but  rather  to  the 
fact  that  opposition  to  the  decree  has 

spread  to  probably  all  organized  ex- hibitor groups  since  the  Paramount 
associates  first  met  in  Chicago  and 

New  York  to  study  the  document's provisions  and  decided  to  oppose  its 
approval  by  the  court  even  if  they  had 
to  do  it  alone. 

Many  of  the  Paramount 
partners  are  convinced  that  the 
case  against  the  decree  will  be 
thoroughly  and  amply  presented 
by  organizations  such  as  Allied 
States,  M.P.T.O.A.  and  the  New 
York  I.T.O.A.  They  feel  that 
the  opposition  of  these  groups, 
representing  greater  numbers 
and  different  classifications  of 
exhibitors,  will  carry  greater 
weight  in  court. 
The  Paramount  associates  still  are 

as  openly  opposed  to  the  block-of-five and  other  provisions  of  the  decree  as 
ever  and.   while  they  will  probably 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Local  Actions 

Held  Up  Until 

N.Y.  Windup 

Periodic  postponements  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's Buffalo,  Nashville  and  Okla- 

homa City  anti-trust  suits  will  be  re- 
quested by  the  Department  of  Justice 

from  time  to  time  until  the  Federal 
court  here  has  taken  final  action  on 
the  consent  decree  in  the  New  York suit. 

If  the  decree  is  approved,  the 
five  consenting  companies  will 
be  dismissed  as  defendants  in 
the  three  out-of-town  actions. 
Defense  answers  to  the  Govern- 

ment's interrogatories  in  the  Nashville (Continued  on  pane  5) 

Radio  networks  will  observe  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  start  of  regu- 
lar broadcasting  election  night  by  an  extensive  all-night  coverage  of  vot- 
ing results.    Broadcasting  dates  from  the  first  announcements  of  the 

Harding  election  returns  over  KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  in  1920. 
NBC  has  arranged  with  sponsors  of 

all  commercial  programs  to  make  pro- 
vision in  the  scripts  for  the  broadcast 

of  election  returns.  Variety  shows 
will  work  the  returns  into  the  script. 
On  musical  shows,  the  music  will  be 
toned  down  and  the  announcer's  voice 
will  be  superimposed.  After  10  P.M. 
it  will  be  all  election  returns. 
CBS,  taking  the  position  that  re- 

turns will  not  start  coming  in  earnest 
until  after  sponsored  programs  are  off 
the  air,  has  taken  five  minutes  every 

half  hour  from  each  of  the  sponsored 
shows  and  will  devote  them  to  reading 
returns.  Sponsors  will  receive  pro- 

portionate rebates  for  the  time  taken. 
After  9 :30,  however,  returns  will  be 
broadcast  as  fast  as  they  are  received, 
and  will  continue  all  night  until  the 
election  is  decided. 

Mutual,  which  has  all  its  commer- 
cials early  in  the  evening  before  8 

o'clock,   will   not   have   to   cut  into (Continued  on  page  8) 

Allied  to  'Police' 
Trade  Practices 

Columbus,  Oct.  30.— Allied  States' Information  Department  plans  to 

thoroughly  "police"  trade  practices  for 
the  protection  of  exhibitors  in  their 
dealings  with  local  exchanges,_  Sid- 

ney Samuelson.  department  chairman, 
told  the  I.  T.  O.  of  Ohio  convention 
which  opened  here  today. 

Samuelson  said  that  the  depart- 
ment's activity  will  include  checking 

on  films  in  work,  maintain  a  library  of 
product  announcements  and  a  file  of 
analyses  of  contract  clauses. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  United  Artists 
general  sales  manager,  addressed  the 
convention  in  answer  to  Allied  charges 

concerning  "Foreign  Correspondent." (Continued  on  pane  5) 
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Personal  Mention 20th-Fox  to  Make 
First  Draft  Film 

Hollywood,  Oct.  30.— The 
first  film  dealing  with  the 
draft  is  planned  by  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox. "Arise  and  Shine," 
originally  intended  to  por- 

tray Army  maneuvers  at 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  will  be 
changed  to  conform  to  the 
draft  call  and  activities.  Lou 
Edelman,  producer,  and  Del- 
mer  Daves  are  writing  the 
story. 

Freeman  Appoints 

Defense  Committee 

Hollywood,  Oct.  30. — Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  chairman  of  the  Production 
Defense  Coordinating  Committee,  to- 

day announced  the  committee's  mem- bership as  it  held  its  first  meeting. 
The  committee  will  cooperate  with 

the  industry's  National  Defense  Co- 
ordinating Committee  including  New 

York  executives  and  headed  by 
George  J.  Schaefer.  Schaefer  spoke 
to  the  publicity  directors'  committee today. 
The  Hollywood  defense  committee 

will  include:  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Wal- 
ter Wanger,  Sam  Briskin,  Jack  Cher- 

tok,  Gordon  Hollingshead,  Frank 
Capra,  Edward  Arnold,  Sheridan 
Gibney,  Richard  Day,  Nathan  Levin- 
son,  John  Arnold,  John  Nickolaus, 
Charles  Boren,  Fred  Meyer,  Alfred 
Newman,  Jock  Lawrence,  Howard 
Strickling,  Robert  Taplinger  and 
Mendel  Silberberg. 

Gould  Due  Tuesday 

From  South  America 

Walter  Gould,  newly  appointed  for- 
eign manager  of  United  Artists,  is 

en  route  to  New  York  by  plane  from 
South  America.  He  is  scheduled  to 
arrive  here  next  Tuesday  after  stop- 

overs en  route. 
Gould  has  been  in  South  America 

for  the  past  two  months  on  business, 
during  which  time  Arthur  W.  Kelly, 
United  Artists  vice-president  and  for- 

mer foreign  department  head,  was 
made  general  manager  of  domestic  dis- 

tribution. Gould  succeeded  him  in  the 
foreign  post. 

Columbia,  UA  Join 

In  Unity  Short  Cost 
Columbia  and  United  Artists  have 

joined  five  other  major  companies  in 
helping  to  defray  the  production  and 
distribution  cost  of  the  130-foot  sub- 

ject, "A  Plea  for  National  Unity," 
produced  by  Warners. 
Loew's,  RKO,  20th  Century-Fox 

and  Paramount  are  the  other  compa- 
nies participating.  Columbia  and 

United  Artists,  however,  will  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  physical  distribution  of 

the  subject.  The  Hays  office  will  co- 
ordinate distribution. 

Col.  Reports  Salaries 
Columbia  Pictures  yesterday  report- 

ed to  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  the  following  salaries  for 
the  year  ended  June  30 :  Cary  Grant, 
$206,250;  Wesley  Ruggles,  $199,999; 
Loretta  Young,  $170,000. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warners' advertising  and  publicity  director, 
will  leave  tomorrow  with  Mrs.  Ein- 
feld  for  the  Coast  after  home  office 
conferences. 

Maurice  Silverstone,  United  Art- 
ists chief  executive,  and  Charles 

Schwartz,  company  counsel,  have 
postponed  their  departure  for  the 
Coast  until  after  Election  Day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Weisl  re- 
turn from  Chicago  today. 

Lou  Smith,  Columbia  studio  pub- 
licity head,  will  leave  for  the  Coast 

today  after  a  brief  home  office  visit. 
• 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  left  for  the  Coast 
yesterday  by  train  after  several  days 
here.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
DeMille,  Gladys  Rosson,  William 
H.  Pine,  Gary  Cooper,  Madeleine 
Carroll  and  Paulette  Goddard. 

C.  C.  Margon,  Universal  foreign 
department  executive,  left  for  Mexico 
and  South  America  by  plane  last  night. 
He  is  scheduled  to  return  around  the 
first  of  next  year. 

• 

A.  M.  Schuman,  president  of  Allied 
of  Connecticut,  and  operator  of  the 
Black  Rock,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  is  con- 

fined to  his  home  with  grippe. 

William  J.  Heineman,  Western 
sales  manager  for  Universal,  leaves 
today  for  an  annual  two-week  hunting 
trip  to  Montana. 

RKO  Handles  Only 

Kay  Kyser  Picture 
RKO  is  concerned  only  with  the 

booking  of  Kay  Kyser's  new  film, 
'You'll  Find  Out,"  and  is  not  offering 
Kyser  for  personal  appearances  in  con- 

nection with  the  first  bookings  for  the 
picture,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice- 
president  and  distribution  head,  said 
yesterday. 

Kyser's  one  week  booking  at  the 
Roxy,  beginning  Nov.  14,  in  conjunc- 

tion with  the  opening  of  the  picture 
there,  was  handled  by  Music  Corp.  of 
America,  his  personal  representative. 
The  Roxy  plans  to  open  its  doors  two 
hours  earlier  daily  during  the  Kyser 
engagement. 

Fox  Uses  Vaudeville 

In  Milwaukee  Spots 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  30. — To  bolster 

weekend  business,  Fox  has  spotted 
vaudeville  into  a  number  of  neighbor- 

hood houses  on  Sundays.  Matinee  and 
evening  performance  have  been  given 
at  the  circuit's  Paradise,  Zenith, Venetian  and  Riviera  in  addition  to 
the  regular  dual  bill  at  no  increase 
in  prices. 

In  addition,  Fox  is  featuring  Dr. 
I.  Q.  in  its  Wisconsin  first  run  down- 

town house,  on  successive  Monday 
nights. 

'Dictator*  Set  in  L.  A. 

Los  Angeles,  Oct.  30. — "The  Great 
Dictator"  will  open  with  an  elaborate 
premiere  here  at  the  Carthay  Circle 
on  Nov.  14. 

WALTER    J.  HUTCHINSON, 20th  Century-Fox  foreign  man- 
ager, who  has  been  ill  at  his  Connecti- cut home  for  the  past  two  weeks,  is 

expected  at  his  office  Monday. 
• 

Charles  Casanave,  Oscar  A.  Doob, 
Sam  Shain,  Earl  Carroll,  Stanton 
Griffis,  Barney  Balaban,  J.  J.  Un- 
ger,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  George 
Weltner,  Max  Dreyfus,  Ed  Saun- 

ders, Sidney  Phillips  and  Russell 
Holman  lunching  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday. 

• 

Ben  Hecht,  Charles  Sonin,  Har- 
ry Buxbaum,  Clayton  Bond,  Dave 

Blum,  Vernon  Duke  and  Arthur 
Krim  lunching  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 
Harry  Link,  Jack  Goetz,  Lester 

Santley,  Harry  L.  Gold  and  George 
Joy  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday for  lunch. 

• 

Joseph  Vogel,  William  Moses  and 
Eugene  Picker  lunched  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 
Leon  Bamberger,  Fred  McConnell, 

Lou  Pollock,  Hank  Linet,  Al 
Christie,  Walter  Brooks,  William 
Fitelson,  Jack  Mayer  and  Sam 
Citron  lunching  yesterday  at  the 
Tavern. 

• 

Wilsey  Ackerman,  operator  of  the 
New  Berlin  at  New  Berlin,  N.  Y.,  is 
the  father  of  a  boy,  born  early  this 
week. 

• 

Henry  Koster,  Universal  director, 
is  expected  from  the  Coast  tomorrow. 

Griffis'  Daughter 
Wed  to  Latouche 

Theodora  Griffis,  daughter  of  Stan- 
ton Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive 

committee  of  Paramount,  and  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Madison  Square 

Garden,  and  Mrs.  Dorothea  N.  Griffis, 
was  married  yesterday  afternoon  to 
John  Treville  Latouche,  writer  and 
composer  of  "Ballad  for  Americans." The  wedding  was  held  at  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church.  Rever- 
and  Ralph  Nesbitt  performed  the  cere- 

mony. The  couple  left  yesterday  eve- 
ning by  plane  for  a  honeymoon  in 

Mexico. 

Tyson  on  Ice  Show 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  30. — Publicity 

Director  George  D.  Tyson  of  the  Har- 
ris Amusement  Co.,  has  been  given  a 

leave  of  absence  to  manage  the  "Ice- 
capades  of  1941"  during  its  scheduled 
road  tour.  He  has  also  bought  an  in- 

terest in  the  show,  which  is  owned  by 
the  Arena  Managers'  Association,  of 
which  John  H.  Harris  is  president. 
Ken  Hoel,  Harris  assistant  publicity 

director,  will  assume  Tyson's  theatre 
position. 

To  Film  Wilder  Story 
Herman  Weissman,  former  foreign 

film  producer,  will  shortly  produce  a 
film  version  of  the  Thornton  Wilder 

story,  "The  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey." Weissman  has  acquired  the  rights  from 
M-G-M  and  plans  to  make  the  picture 
either  in  Hollywood  or  Mexico. 

And  a  Scholar 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  30.— Here 
for  an  appearance  last  week 
at  the  Stanley,  Charles  Laugh- 
ton  carried  a  number  of  books 
in  his  luggage.  The  titles  in- 

cluded "Plutarch's  Lives," 
Marcus  Aurelius'  "Medita- 

tions," a  complete  Shakes- 
peare, and  "Adventures  in 

Good  Eating." 

KAO  39-Week  Net 

Is  Up  to  $489,259 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum  Corp.  and 
subsidiaries  yesterday  reported  net 
profit  of  $489,259,  after  all  charges, 
for  the  39  weeks  ended  Sept.  28,  1940. 
The  net  is  equivalent  to  $7.69  per 
share  on  63,586  shares  of  seven  per 
cent  cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock  outstanding,  and  compares  with 
profit  of  $476,540  for  the  correspond- 

ing 1939  period. 
Profit  for  the  12  months  ended  Sept. 

28,  which,  however,  does  not  repre- 
sent the  company's  fiscal  year,  amount- 

ed to  $989,346  after  all  charges. 
B.  F.  Keith  Corp.,  and  subsidiaries 

reported  net  profit  of  $279,685  for  the 
39  weeks  ended  Sept.  28,  and  net 
profit  of  $698,385  for  the  52  weeks. 

Michele  Morgan 

RKO  Party  Guest 
Michele  Morgan,  French  player 

under  contract  to  RKO,  was  the  guest 
yesterday  afternoon  at  a  reception  in 
the  Cottage  Suite  of  the  Hampshire 
House.  Approximately  100  represen- 

tatives of  the  trade  and  fan  press,  syn- 
dicates and  film  company  executives, 

attended.  Miss  Morgan  will  leave 
over  the  weekend  for  the  Coast 
studio. 

Among  those  present  were :  Regi- 
nald Armour,  Phil  Reisman,  Ned  E. 

Depinet,  A.  W.  Smith,  Cresson  E. 
Smith,  S.  Barret  McCormick,  Gordon 
E.  Youngman,  Robert  Mochrie,  Wil- 

liam Boehnel,  Alice  Hughes,  Lester 
Grady,  Fred  Lynch,  Dorothy  Hosking, 
Kate  Cameron,  Richard  Hanser,  Sam 
Shain,  Abel  Green,  Josette  Lacoste,  A. 
A.  Schubart,  William  S.  Savage. 

Garbo  Asks  Citizenship 
Hollywood,  Oct.  30. — Greta  Garbo 

today  filed  an  application  for  citizen- 
ship.   She  was  born  in  Stockholm. 
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Howard  Koch 
Music  by  Max  Steiner 
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Box  Offices 

Feel  Effects 

Of  Air  Talks 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Roosevelt  and  Willkie  both  broadcast 
show  a  much  bigger  drop  than  those 
when  Willkie  is  on  alone. 

Effects  in  various  key  centers  are 
indicated  in  the  following : 

Grosses  Hurt  on  Coast 
a  Hollywood,  Oct.  30. — Opinion  here 
is  mixed  on  the  effect  of  campaign 
speeches  on  grosses.  Generally,  it  is 
felt  that  the  box-office  has  been  hurt 
less  here  than  in  the  earlier  time  zones 
but  late  speeches  have  taken  their 
toll,  particularly  in  the  downtown  first 
runs.  Robert  Poole,  executive  secre- 

tary of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
of  Independent  Theatre  Owners,  said 
that  patronage  has  been  off  as  much 
as  one-third  in  neighborhood  houses 
when  both  candidates  spoke  but  some 
exhibitors  believe  that  this  may  have 
been  due  also  to  unseasonable  weather. 
Fox  West  Coast  executives  studied 
grosses  to  determine  what  effect  cam- 

paign broadcasts  have  had  but  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  conclusion. 

Little  New  Orleans  Effect 
■  New  Orleans,  Oct.  30. — Managers 
of  leading  theatres  were  unanimous  to- 

day in  declaring  that  campaign  speech- 
es had  little  effect  on  grosses.  The 

opinion  was  expressed  that  ordinary 
political  talks  drew  few  patrons  away 
but  discussion  of  a  major  issue,  espe- 

cially if  by  President  Roosevelt,  may 
cause  a  great  drop  in  attendance  at 

-  theatres. 

K.  C.  First  Runs  Off 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  30. — The  com- 

bination of  Roosevelt  and  Willkie  on 
the  radio  has  hurt  first  run  houses  but 
the  effect  has  not  been  greater  on 
neighborhood  houses  than  that  created 
in  previous  weeks  of  political  cam- 

paigning, managers  reported. 

Buffalo  Neighborhoods  Hit 
Buffalo,  Oct.  30. — Presidential  cam- 

paigning has  had  little,  if  any,  effect 
on  downtown  houses  but  there  has 
been  a  pronounced  downtrend  at 
neighborhood  and  community  theatres, 
a  survey  of  the  city  revealed  today. 

Spokane  Listens  to  President 
Spokane,  Oct.  30. — Attendance  at 

Evergreen   Theatres,  comprising  the 
four  largest  downtown  houses,  was 
down   25   per   cent   when  President 
Roosevelt  spoke,  Al  Baker,  city  man- 

.  ager,  declared.    Baker  asserted  that 
;  many  patrons  told  him  that  they  did 
:  not  wish  to  miss  the  President's  speech. 

Early  Programs  Hit  Cincinnati 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  30. — Reports  lo- 

cally, as  well  as  from  the  surrounding 
territory,  show  that  broadcasts  in  the 
early  evening  on  behalf  of  the  presi- 

dential candidates  have  hurt  business 
more  than  the  speeches  of  the  candi- 

dates themselves.  This  is  true  because 
the  candidates  speak  at  the  later  hours 
when  business  is  beginning  to  thin 
out,  it  was  said. 

Nizer  Book  on  Speaking 

Gives  Practical  Guidance 

Baltimore  Not  Hurt 
Baltimore,  Oct.  30 — Business  here 

has  not  been  touched  by  the  campaign 

Louis  Nizer,  film  attorney  and  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Phillips,  Nizer, 

Benjamin  and  Krim,  is  the  author  of 
a  new  book,  titled 
"Thinking  on 

Your  Feet."  It 
offers  practical 
guidance  to  the 
practiced  or  tyro 
speaker,  as  well 
as  interesting  and 
entertaining  anec- 

dotes from  the 

speaking  experi- 
ences of  the  au- 

thor. 
Published  by 

the  Liveright 
Publishing  Co., 
and  priced  at  $2. 50, 
the  312  -  page 
book  is  sub-titled 
"Adventures  in  Speaking,"  and  opens 
with  a  foreword  by  Bruce  Barton.  The 

Louis  Nizer 

volume  is  divided  into  three  main  sec- 
tions :  "Structure,"  "Introductions  and 

Thought  Drops"  and  "Addresses  and 
Thought  Drops." The  book,  which  has  been  well  re- 

ceived as  valuable  and  interesting  in 

critical  appraisal,  contains  Nizer's  sug- gested methods  of  developing  the 
structure  of  speeches.  The  readable 

character  sketches  included  in  the  "In- 
troductions" section  of  the  book  pic- 

ture notable  and  varied  personalities  in 
many  fields  of  activity.  Among  them 
are :  Dorothy  Thompson,  Fiorello  H. 
LaGuardia,  Albert  Einstein,  Eddie 
Cantor,  Harry  Hershfield,  Fannie 
Hurst,  George  Gershwin,  Ferdinand 
Pecora,  Max  Reinhardt,  Sara  Delano 
Roosevelt,  Alfred  E.  Smith,  Carl 
Laemmle,  S.  L.  "Roxy"  Rothafel  and 
many  others.  The  addresses  are  ex- 

amples of  the  speaker's  art,  and  cover a  wide  range  of  subjects. 

Managers  Shifted 

By  United  Detroit 
Detroit,  Oct.  30. — Recent  changes 

in  the  manager  staff  of  United  De- 
troit theatres  include  the  appointment 

of  Robert  Corbin,  manager  of  the 
Michigan,  to  supervise  downtown  first 
run  houses  and  the  Madison.  Joseph 
Busic  has  been  appointed  supervisor 
of  the  Fisher,  which  he  recently  man- 

aged, together  with  the  Riviera,  An- 
nex, Regent,  Norwest  and  Varsity. 

Asher  Shaw  will  handle  the  Broad- 
way Capitol,  Vogue,  Cinderella,  Alger, 

Ramona,  Rosedale  and  Birmingham. 
Rufus  Shepherd,  manager  of  the 

Vogue,  has  been  moved  to  manager 
of  the  Fisher ;  Frank  Upton,  from  the 
Riviera,  to  the  Palms  State ;  Donald 
Dunne  from  the  Ramona  to  the  Ri- 

viera ;  Robert  Salters  from  the  An- 
nex to  the  Ramona ;  Cassius  Smith 

from  the  Norwest  to  the  Annex ;  Sey- 
mour Gruber,  assistant  at  the  Ramona, 

to  manager  of  the  Norwest ;  Don 
Kuhn  from  the  Palms  State  to  the 
Broadway  Capitol ;  Frank  Perry, 
manager  of  the  Regent,  to  the  United 
Artists ;  Gil  Green,  manager  of  the 
Varsity,  to  the  Regent ;  Grant  Haw- 

kins, assistant  manager  at  the  United 
Artists,  will  take  Green's  place  at  the 
Varsity ;  Leo  Ward,  assistant  man- 

ager of  the  Birmingham,  will  take 
Joseph  Bonino's  place  as  manager  of the  Rosedale.  Bonino  takes  over  the 
Alger,  while  James  Easson,  who  man- 

aged the  Alger,  goes  to  the  Vogue. 

French  Film  Dated 

"Two  Women,"  new  French  film, 
will  have  its  premiere  tomorrow  at 
the  55th  St.  Playhouse. 

broadcasts,  a  survey  revealed. 

Frisco  Takes  Off  20% 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  30. — Local 

theatres  report  evening  business  off  as 
much  as  20  per  cent  when  both  Roose- 

velt and  Willkie  speak. 

Seattle  Not  Affected 
Seattle,  Oct.  30. — Air  appearances 

of  Willkie  and  Roosevelt  have  had  lit- 
tle effect  on  the  box-office,  it  was  re- 

ported here.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
most  of  these  speeches  come  between 
6  and  8  P.M.,  before  the  night  busi- 

ness starts. 

Local  Suits  Hold 

Until  N.  F.  Windup 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

suit  are  due  today  but  an  extension  of 
time  in  which  to  file  the  answers  or 
make  objections  to  the  interrogatories 
will  be  granted  by  the  Government. 
The  extension  will  probably  be  for  one 
month.  If  the  New  York  suit  decree 
has  not  been  entered  by  then  further 
extensions  will  be  granted,  as  they  will 
in  the  case  of  the  Buffalo  and  Okla- 

homa City  actions. 
All  three  cases,  in  effect,  will  re- 

main in  a  state  of  suspension  until  the 
decree's  fate  has  been  determined.  If, 
for  any  reason,  the  decree  is  not  made 
effective,  prosecution  of  the  actions 
would  be  resumed. 

Meanwhile,  considerable  legal  ex- 
pense, time  and  effort  is  spared  the 

consenting  companies  by  holding  the 
actions  in  abeyance  in  agreement  with 
the  Government. 

Universal' s  'Tropics' 
Opens  in  Paterson 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Chest  Fund  and  to  a  special  charity 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  local  Church 
of  St.  Anthony. 

Mayor  William  Furrey  had  declared 
a  half-holiday  today,  and  busses 
brought  Universal  home  office  execu- 

tives, and  trade  press,  newspaper  and 
fan  magazine  representatives  from 
New  York.  A  parade  was  followed 
by  a  banquet  at  the  Alexander  Hamil- 

ton Hotel,  immediately  preceding  the 
showing.  A  stage  show  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  the  film  featured 
film,  radio  and  stage  personalities  with 
the  master  of  ceremonies  duties  shared 
by  Costello,  Milton  Berle,  Henry 
Youngman  and  J.  C.  Flippen. 

Seek  to  Enjoin  Union 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  30. — Lawrence 

and  Carl  Brown,  William  Moiles  and 
Mrs.  Irene  Flagstad,  operators  of  the 
Newsreel  theatre  here,  have  started 
Circuit  Court  action  to  restrain  picket- 

ing by  operators'  Local  164.  The  part- 
ners contend  they  do  all  the  work  and 

no  labor  dispute  exists. 

Para.  Partners 

May  Not  Fight 

U.  S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  \) 

forego  active  opposition  to  it  in  court, 
are  expected  to  file  a  brief  stating 
their  objections. 

In  addition,  individual  Paramount 
operators  may  attend  the  Nov.  14 
hearing  as  observers,  but  so  far  as 
can  be  learned  neither  R.  B.  Wilby, 

who  represents  the  Paramount  the- atre associates  in  these  matters,  nor 
Fred  Kent,  who  is  acting  as  attorney 
for  them,  has  planned  any  organized 
opposition.  Moreover,  it  is  believed 
unlikely  that  either  of  the  two  will  ad- 

dress the  court  in  opposition  to  the 
decree. 
Government  representatives  stated 

yesterday  that  their  application  for 
leave  to  file  an  amended  complaint 
against  United  Artists,  Universal  and 
Columbia  will  be  made  to  Judge  God- 
dard  Nov.  14. 

Allied  to  'Police' 
Trade  Practices 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

which,  Allied  claims,  was  to  be  deliv- 
ered as  "Personal  History." Kelly  conferred  privately  tonight 

with  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  general 
counsel ;  Martin  G.  Smith,  president, 
and  P.  J.  Wood,  executive  secretary, 
of  the  Ohio  organization,  and  Samuel- 
son,  to  further  discuss  the  subject. 

Speaking  to  the  convention,  Kelly 
detailed  foreign  losses  and  said  Eng- 

land wants  a  continuation  of  Ameri- 
can films  as  the  British  are  unable  to 

provide  many  of  their  own. 
Myers  reviewed  the  consent  decree, 

expressing  objection  to  many  of  its 
provisions,  and  said  he  would  be  in 
U.  S.  District  Court  in  New  York 
Nov.  14  to  enter  Allied's  opposition. Samuelson  told  the  convention  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  21  per  cent  in 
rentals  where  there  is  an  Allied  or- 

ganization and  non-Allied  territory. He  said  there  is  a  move  under  way 
to  increase  clearance  over  theatres 
which  are  exempt  from  the  defense  tax 
in  favor  of  tax-paying  houses. 
About  150,  exhibitors  and  others, 

are  attending  the  meeting,  which  will 
close  tomorrow.  The  convention  ban- 

quet tonight  honored  Martin  Smith  on 
his  long  years  of  service  to  the  cause 
of  independent  exhibitors.  The  meet- 

ing is  at  the  Deshler-Wallick  Hotel. 

Decree  'Inadequate' Asserts  Dr.  Wilbur 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  30. — The 

Federal  consent  decree  is  in- 
adequate to  give  local  com- 

munities the  right  of  film  se- 
lection, today  declared  Dr. 

Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Re- 

search Council.  Dr.  Wilbur 
urged  passage  of  the  Neely 
bill  to  remedy  the  situation. 
The  Research  Council  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  backers 
of  anti-block  booking  legisla- 

tion in  Congress. 
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Laurel-Hardy, 

'Rockne' Loop 

Best,  $38,000 

Chicago,  Oct.  30.  —  The  second 
week  of  "Knute  Rockne"  at  the  Chi- 

cago with  Laurel  and  Hardy  on  the 
stage  grossed  $38,000.  The  State- 
Lake,  featuring  J.  Carroll  Naish  and 
Ramon  Navarro  with  Columbia's 
"Lady  In  Question"  grossed  $18,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  week  ending 
Oct.  25 : 

"Kit  Carson"  (U  A) 
APOLLO — (1,400)     (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,000.     (Avenue:  $6,500) 

"Knute  Rockne"  (W.  B.) 
CHICAGO — (4,000)    (35c-55c-75c)   7  days, 2nd  week.    Stage:  Laurel  &  Hardy.  Gross: 

$38,000.    (Average:  $32,000) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
GARRICK— (1,000)    (35c-55c-75c)  7 Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) ORIENTAL — (3,200)     (25c-40c)  7 
Stage:  Duke  Ellington  and  Band. 
$13,000.    (Average:  $13,000) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Margie"  (Univ.) 
PALACE — (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $13,- 000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
ROOSEVELT — (1,500)  (25c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average, 
$11,000) 
"Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
STATE-LAKE — (2,700)  (25c-40c)  7 

days.  Stage:  J.  Carroll  Naish-Ramon  Na- varro. Gross:  $18,500.  (Average,  $15,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 
7  days,  3rd  week..  Gross:  $8,000.  (Aver- 

age, $14,000) 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  (M-G-M) 
WOODS— (1,100)  (75c-$1.10-$1.50,  2  days, 39th  week.    Gross:  $4,000. 

days. 

days. Gross : 

Hollywood  Review 

"Seven  Sinners" 
{Universal) 

Hollywood,  Oct.  30. 

A/TARLENE  DIETRICH'S  second  picture  since  the  renaissance  of 
her  screen  career  under  the  guidance  of  producer  Joe  Pasternak 

enshrouds  her  in  the  glamour  of  old  as  she  plays  the  part  of  a  South  Seas 
cafe  singer  deported  from  colony  after  colony  because  men  make  trouble 
over  her.  "Seven  Sinners,"  the  title,  refers  to  the  name  of  the  cafe  in 
which  most  of  the  action  takes  place. 

Throaty-voiced,  Miss  Dietrich  sings  and  acts  in  much  the  same  type 
of  role  that  brought  her  fame  in  "The  Blue  Angel"  and  "Morocco."  Her 
wiles  cause  intense  jealousies  among  the  love-starved  men  of  the  colonies, 
and  her  banishments  from  the  colonies  come  with  rapid  succession  on 

grounds  of  "inciting  riots  and  questionable  character."  Love  comes  to 
the  girl  and  a  young  ensign,  but  she,  brought  to  the  realization  that 
marriage  with  her  would  ruin  his  promising  Navy  career,  goes  off  to 
another  colony. 

The  ensign  is  played  by  John  Wayne  with  satisfying  results.  Brod- 
erick  Crawford  and  Mischa  Auer  are  seen  as  protectors  of  the  singer, 
and  with  Billy  Gilbert  provide  most  of  the  comedy.  Oscar  Homolka 
does  an  outstanding  role  as  the  knife-wielding  menace.  Others  in  the 
cast  are  Albert  Dekker,  Anna  Lee,  Richard  Carle,  Samuel  S.  Hinds, 
Reginald  Dneny,  Vince  Barnett. 
The  picture,  directed  by  Tay  Garnett  from  a  screenplay  by  John 

Meehan  and  Harry  Tugend  and  realistically  backgrounded  by  art  direc- 
tor Jack  Otterson,  is  notable  for  several  items.  First,  it  contains  probably 

the  most  exciting,  sustaining  brawl  ever  filmed  and  in  which  about  two 
score  men  participate.  Second,  it  shows  a  character  (Crawford),  used 
previously  in  the  story  for  comedy  and  well  established  in  the  role  of 
bodyguard  of  the  singer,  turn  on  the  woman  and  brutally  knock  her  down 
and  beat  her.  Third,  the  story  has  the  principal  character,  knowing  that 
she  is  doing  a  noble  thing  by  getting  out  of  the  life  of  the  ensign, 
embarking  on  a  continuation  of  her  lurid  career. 

Running  time,  86  minutes.  "A."*  Vance  King 

*"A  denotes  adult  classification. 

A*M*P*A 

cordially  invites  all  in  the  industry  to  attend  our  luncheon 

meeting  in  honor  of  the 

25th 

Anniversary 

of 

PAUL 

"  TERRY-TOONS " 

TERRY 

and  His  Pals 

Entertainment  Surprises  and  Special  Attraction 

DESI  ARNAZ Star  of  Stage  and  Screen  in 
"Too  Many  Girls" 

College  Room— Hotel  Edison 

Today,  October  31 

Serving  Starts  12:45  Sharp-Guests  $1.25 

'Ride,'  Bowes  Group 

$8,000,  Kansas  City 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  30. — Big  money 

in  a  fair  week  went  to  "Ride,  Tender- 
foot, Ride,"  and  Major  Bowes  Sixth Anniversary  Revue  at  the  Tower, 

where  the  combination  did  $8,000. 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  took  $2,500 
at  the  Esquire  and  $2,900  at  the  Up- town in  the  second  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  22-24: 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ESQUIRE — (800)  (28c-44c)  6  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $2,500.  (Average,  6  days, $1,800) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
MIDLAND— (4,000)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,800.    (Average,  $9,500) 

"Knute  Rockne,  All  American  (W.  B.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)  (28c-44c)  9  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $5,800.  (Average,  9  days, 
$8,500) "Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM  —  (1,500)     (28c-44c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $5,000.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride"  (Rep.) 
TOWER — (2,200)    (30c)    7  days. 

Major    Bowes    Sixth  Anniversary 
featuring     Sally     Swing,  Victor 
O'Brien  &  Goldberg,  Bridgeport  Four,  Paul 
Jones,    3    Flashes,    4    Jersey  Farmhands, 
Frances  Gibby,  Ann  Bradley,  and  Sammy 
Birch.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
UPTOWN— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  6  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $2,900.  (Average,  6  days, 

$2,5(X» 

Stage: Revue, Paul, 

Deny  Silver  stein  Plea 
N  .  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 

Church  has  denied  the  application  of 
Harry  Silverstein,  stockholder,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  for 
French  Cinema  Center  and  French 
Film  Import  Co.,  headed  by  Andre 
R.  Heymann. 

'Burma,9  and 

Dorsey  Band 

$31,000,  L.A. 

Los  Angeles,  Oct.  30.  —  "Moon Over  Burma"  scored  a  strong  $31,- 
000  at  the  Paramount,  with  Tommy 
Dorsey  and  his  orchestra  on  the  stage 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  and  "Sk)J 
Murder"  drew  $13,500  at  the  Chinese 

and  $17,500  at  Loew's  State. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  23: 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) "Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE — (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days. Gross:  $13,500.    (Average,  $12,500) 

"Thief  of  Bagdad"  (U.  A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE — ( 1,518)  (55c-$1.65)  5 

days.    Gross:  $9,100.    (Average,  $17,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
4-STAR— (900)  (55c-75c)  7  days,  4th  week. 

Gross:  $5,300.    (Average,  $3,250). 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
HILLSTREET — (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.   Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $6,500) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.    Gross:  $17,500.    (Average,  $14,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
PANTAGES  —  (3,000)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $10,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,595)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.    Stage:  Tommy  Dorsey  and  his  orch- estra.   Gross:  $30,000.    (Average,  $18,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER    BROS.     (HOLLYWOOD)  - 

(3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.   Gross:  $10,- 200.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Nobody's  Sweetheart"   (W.  B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)  - 

(3,400)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $11,- 300.    (Average,  $12,000) 

i 

1 
i 

'Faces'  and  Show 

$12,000,  Milwaukee 
Milwaukee,  Oct.  30.  —  A  show 

headed  by  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann  Dvo- 
rak and  Eddy  Howard  in  person, 

with  the  film  "Three  Faces  West," 
drew  $12,000  at  the  Riverside.  "Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand"  and  "Charlie  Chan 
at  the  Wax  Museum"  grossed  $9,300 
at  Fox's  Wisconsin. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  24: "Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) "The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 

PALACE  —  (2,400)    (30c -40c -55c)  7 Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Three  Faces  West"  (Rep.) 
RIVERSIDE  —  (2,700)    (28c-44c)  7 

Stage:  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann  Dvorak, 
Howard.    Gross:   $12,000.  (Average 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
STRAND  —  (1,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $1,800.    (Average,  $1,500) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $4,500) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" (20th-Fox) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,300.    (Average,  $5,500) 

days. 

days. 

Eddy 

$6,500) 

F.  P.  Canadian  Shifts 
Toronto,  Oct.  30. — With  the  ap- 

pointment of  Jack  V.  Ward,  veteran 
manager  of  the  Capitol  at  Niagara 
Falls,  Ont.,  as  manager  of  the  new 
Seneca  in  the  same  city,  Famous 
Players  Canadian  has  promoted  Vin- 

cent O'Leary,  formerly  at  Shea's  in downtown  Toronto,  as  the  manager  of 
the  Capitol  in  the  Border  City. 
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'Rockne'  Gets 

Good  $22,000 

Boston  Gross 

Boston,  Oct.  30 — "Knute  Rockne — 
All  American"  and  "Calling  All  Hus- 

bands" scored  $22,000  at  the  Metro- 
politan in  a  generally  good  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  23 : 

"The  Ape"  (Mono.) 
"Drums  of  the  Desert"  (Mono.) 
KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Mill  Brothers,  vaudeville  on 
stage.  Gross:  $7,300.  (Average.  S8.000) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL— (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,000. 
(Average.  $16,000) 
"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) METROPOLITAN— (4.367)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $22,000.  (Average, 
$15,500) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her"  (RKO) 
PARAMOUNT— (1797)   (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $6,500.     (Average.  $7,500) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her"  (RKO) 
FENWAY  —  (1,320)    (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    $4,000.    (Average.  $4,500) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman" (20th-Fox) 
"One  Crowded  Night"  (RKO) SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-55c)    7  days. Gross:   $3,000.     (Average,  $4,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
LOEWS     STATE— (3.000) 

55c)    7   days.     Gross:  $12,000. 
$12,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) LOEWS    OR  PHEUM— (2.900) 
40c-55c  7  days.    Gross:  $17,000. 
$17,500) 

(25c -35c -40c- (Average, 

(25c-35c- (Average. 

'Parade'  at  $6,900 
Gross  in  Montreal 

Montreal,  Oct.  30.  —  "Spring 
Parade"  was  good  for  $6,900  in  its second  week  at  the  Palace.  Third 
week  of  "Boom  Town"  at  Loew's 
brought  $6,200.  _ 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  25: 

"It's  in  the  Air"  (Brit.) 
"The  Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) CAPITOL  —  (2.547)     (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 
days.     Gross:  $6,500.     (Average,  $8,000). 
"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S — (2,800)  (30c-40c-60c")  7  days. 3rd  week.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Average.  $8,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM — (919)  (25c-35c-50c)  7  davs. 

3rd  week  Gross:  S3.000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) PALACE— (2.600)  (25c -40c -5 5c -65c)  7  davs. 
2nd  week.    Gross:  $6,900.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"I  Married  Adventure"  (Col.) 
"The  Lone  Wolf  Meets  a  Lady"  (Col.) PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 
davs.    Gross:  $4,000.     (Average.  $4,500) 

'Westerner*  Takes 
$7,600,  New  Haven 

New  Haven,  Oct.  30.— "The  West- 
erner" and  "Argentine  Nights"  tallied 

$7,600  at  the  Roger  Sherman.  All 
other  houses  were  slow. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  25 : 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
COLLEGE— (1.499)   (39c-50c)  7  davs.  2nd 

week.    Gross:  $2,700.    (Average.  $2,700) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Glamor  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
LOEW-POLI  — (3,040)    (39c-50c)   7  days 

Gross:  $7,500.    (Average.  $8,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"Pier  13"  (20th-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT — (2,348)   (39c-50c)  7  days Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) ROGER  SHERMAN  — (2,200)  (39c -50c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $7,600.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"THE  WORLD  IN  FLAMES"  (Paramount) 
A  dramatic  historical  document  .  .  .  thrilling  spectacle  ...  a  splendid  job  of 

assembling  the  film. — Kate  Cameron,  Neiv  York  Daily  News. 
A  grimly  impressive  and  dramatic  film  survey  of  the  historic  highlights 

of  the  last  decade  .  .  .  a  document  which  admirably  reviews  the  momentous 
events.  ...  It  retains  an  intelligent  perspective. — Bosley  Croifther,  New  York Times. 
A  film  of  historical  importance  ...  a  vocal  commentary  holds  the  picture 

together  and  sustains  interest  .  .  .  the  film's  real  dynamite  comes  with  the 
newsreel  shots  gathered  in  the  past  year  ...  a  workmanlike  job. — Lee 
Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

"THIRD  FINGER,  LEFT  HAND"  (M-G-M) 

You'll  find  the  picture  diverting  audience  entertainment.  .  .  .  It's  Miss 
Loy's  and  Douglas'  first  teaming  and  they  make  a  compatible  coupling.— Harry Mines,  Los  Angeles  News. 
The  comedy  never  quite  descends  to  that  apology  for  humor  which  goes 

by  the  name  of  "screwball  farce,"  and  is  made  that  much  more  ingratiating 
thereby  .  .  .  will  do  nicely. — Philip  K.  Scheuer,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

It  has  its  moments.  .  .  .  Miss  Loy  retains  her  fresh  appeal  and  not  only 
is  she  lovely  to  look  at  but  she's  a  darn  good  trouper. — Los  Angeles  Ex- aminer. 

"I  WANT  A  DIVORCE"  (Paramount) 
The  incidental  humor  of  this  picture  depends  on  whimsy  of  the  most  un- 

abashed variety. — Boston  Herald. 
Amusing  entertainment  and  a  powerful  argument  against  divorce  .  .  .  the 

fine  acting  of  the  principals  helps  to  make  the  film  a  success. — Boston Traveler. 

"THEY  KNEW  WHAT  THEY  WANTED"  (RKO) 
Has  a  freshness  that  belies  its  maturity  and  a  vitality  that  should  insure 

it  a  long  life  in  the  neighborhood  theatres  .  .  .  beautifully  written,  acted  and 
directed  job. — Peggy  Doyle,  Boston  American. 

It's  adult  cinema  fare,  with  an  excellent  screenplay,  effective  photography 
and  settings,  and  expert  performances. — Boston  Post. 
Worthy  of  the  highest  praise. — Dorothy  Guinan,  Philadelphia  Daily  News. 
An  effective  and  colorful  screen  drama.  .  .  .  Garson  Kanin,  director  and 

Robert  Ardrey,  adaptor,  have  rounded  the  play  into  a  smooth  movie,  en- 
riched by  some  fine  outdoor  photography. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

A  finely  acted  and  superbly  directed  motion  picture  ...  a  mixture  of  hearty 
comedy  and  tense  drama,  but  in  spite  of  its  gay  and  light-hearted  moments, 
it  is  no  entertainment  for  the  very  young. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily News. 
A  singularly  honest  and  moving  film  ...  an  excellent  film.  ...  It  should 

give  courage  to  other  picture  makers  to  handle  themes  honestly  as  well  as 
artfully. — Hozvard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald  Tribune. 

"THE  WESTERNER"  (Goldwyn-U.  A.) 
It  will  take  its  place  with  a  type  of  entertainment  that  has  become  the 

vogue  in  the  past  few  years,  certain  of  marked  appeal  in  this  special  terri- 
tory, and  doubtless  other  parts  of  the  Southwest. — Edzcin  Schallert,  Los 

Angeles  Times. 
Mr.  Goldwyn,  who  doesn't  make  very  many  pictures  in  the  course  of  the 

year,  has  a  winner  in  this  one,  and,  better  still,  it  looks  to  me  like  box- 
office,  which  is  always  good  news. — Louclla  O.  Parsons,  Los  Angeles 
Examiner 
As  exciting  as  tossing  a  lighted  match  at  a  string  of  firecrackers,  and 

good  fun,  too  .  .  .  Gary  Cooper  and  Walter  Brennan,  whose  performances 
are  so  good  that  you  would  like  to  pat  them  on  the  back  personally. — Doris 
Arden.  Chicago  Daily  Times. 

Good  action  stuff,  helped  greatly  by  Mr.  Brennan's  superb  acting— tNorman 
Clark,  Baltimore  News-Post. 

"CITY  FOR  CONQUEST"  (Warners) 
It  has  an  absorbing  story  to  tell  about  unusual  but  believable  people,  and 

is  told  against  a  background  of  shifting  patterns  which  give  it  unusual 
scope  and  meaning. — Donald  Kirklcy,  Baltimore  Sun. 
Reaches  out  and  up  in  an  effort  to  be  an  intellectual,  philosophic  drama 

— and  succeeds  in  being  a  rather  vivid,  effective  melodrama. — Norman  Clark, 
Baltimore  New  Post. 

"DOWN  ARGENTINE  WAY"  (20th-Fox) 
It  is  colorful,  it  has  good  tunes  and  a  great  many  pleasant  people. — Henry 

T.  Murdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 
Achieves  an  air  of  informality  rare  to  the  screen  ...  it  moves  along  at 

an  entertaining  clip  with  plenty  of  time  for  singing,  dancing  and  specialty 
numbers.  all  presented  in  such  intimate  style  that  the  audience  applauded  several 
numbers. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

A  treat  for  the  eye  and  ear  .  .  .  beautifully  done  in  color. — Boston  Post. 
W  hen  interest  languishes  because  the  plot  is  out  of  that  old  trunk  in  the 

attic,  it  is  apt  to  be  suddenly  revived  by  something  photogenic  which  smites 
the  eye  with  all  the  force  of  a  bright  and  sparkling  painting. — Gilbert  Katwur, 
Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

Staged  with  a  showmanship  that  should  establish  it  as  one  of  the  new 
season's  leading  money-makers. — Neiusiveek. 

'Parade'  Hits 

Good  $18,500, 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  30.  —  Picture 
grosses  held  up  fairly  well  in  sipte  of 
the  heightened  political  activity.  Fa- 

vorable weather  conditions  helped. 
"Spring  Parade"  at  the  Fox  took 

$18,500. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  23-25: "Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
ALDINE—  (1,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  4 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,700.  (Average, $9,000) 

"The  Great  McGinty"  (Para.) 
ARCADIA— (600)  35c-46c-57c)  5  days, 

2nd  run.  Gross:  $2,300.  (Average.  $2,600) 
'■They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO; 
BOYD — (2,400)      (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.    Gross:  $14,400.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Gay  Caballero"  (20th-Fox) 
EARLE — (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Jimmy 

Dorsey's  orchestra,  Buddy  and  Vilma Ebsen,  and  Roy  Davis.  Gross:  $14,400. 
(Average,  $14,000) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 

days.  Vaudeville,  including  Sherry  Brit- 
ton,  Betty  Duval,  Statler  Twins,  Artie 
Lewis  and  Peggy  Ames.  Paul  Nolan,  three Freshmen.  Gross:  $7,200.  (Average,  $6,900) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
FOX — (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. Gross:  $18,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"The  Outsider"  (Alliance) 
KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.    Gross:  $3,800.     (Average,  $3,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.  2nd  run.  Gross:  $5,800.  (Average, $4,500) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
STANLEY—  (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,300.  (Average. $14,000) 

"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
STANTON— (1.700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,900.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Rockne'  Captures 

$17,000,  Baltimore 
Baltimore,  Oct.  30.  —  "Knute Rockne — All  American"  took  a  strong 

$17,000  at  the  Stanley. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  24: "The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
CENTURY-  (3.000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  davs. Gross:  $10,200.    (Average,  S10.000) 

"Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S— (2.406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average.  $9,000) 

'Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
NEW  — (1,581)  (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  davs. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average.  $7,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — AU  American"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY— (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $17,000.    (Average.  $12,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME— (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 55c-66c)  7  days.  With  stage  show  billed  as 

"Variety  Hit  Parade"  with  Danny  Kaye 
and  Michael  Loring.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Aver- 

age, $14,000)  ' 
'Spring  Parade'  at 

$8£00  Tops  Omaha 
Omaha,  Oct.  30. — "Spring  Parade" pulled  $8,200  at  the  Orpheum  for  the 

best  of  a  slow  week.  The  weather  was 
clear  and  cool. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  23-24: "They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Ladies  Must  Live"  (W.  B.) 
BRANDEIS— (1.200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  davs. Gross:  $4,800.    (Average.  S4.000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
2  days,  2nd  week. 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) "River's  End"  (W.  B.)  5  davs. 
OMAHA— (2.000)  (30c-44c).    Gross:  $5,600. (Average.  $6,000) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (3.600)  (30c-44c)  7  davs. Gross:  $8,200.    (Average,  $7,200) 
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Off  the  Antenna 

MUTUAL  will  endeavor  to  rank  its  music  programs  with  those  of  other 
major  networks  beginning  Friday,  Nov.  8,  when  it  will  start  a  series  of 

13  weekly  broadcasts  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra  under  the  direction  of 
Leopold  Stokowski  and  Eugene  Ormandy.  The  programs  will  be  heard  from 
3:15-4:15  P.M.  and  will  be  a  direct  pickup  of  the  second  half  of  the  orches- 

tra's concerts.  Fred  Weber,  Mutual  general  manager,  expects  more  than  160 
stations  in  this  country,  Canada  and  Hawaii  to  clear  time  to  take  the  programs. 
It  marks  the  first  time  since  early  in  1938  that  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra 
will  be  heard  on  a  regular  series.  Norris  West,  assistant  manager  of  the 
orchestra,  will  do  the  commentary. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Bert  Hall,  who  ivas  appointed  military  analyst  for 
WINS  last  week,  will  fulfill  his  previous  commitment  to  act  as  guest  on 
Maj.  Paul  C.  Raborg's  military  analysis  show  over  WHN  tonight.  .  .  .  Bing 
Crosby  returns  to  "Kraft  Music  Hall"  over  NBC-Red  Nov.  14.  .  .  .  Jean 
Hersholt  starts  his  fourth  year  as  "Dr.  Christian"  over  CBS  Wednesday.  .  .  . Bill  Harding  has  been  named  assistant  production  manager  at  WINS.  .  .  . 
Dr.  Frank  Conrad,  who  is  said  to  be  the  first  man  to  use  the  word,  "broad- 

cast" in  connection  with  radio,  will  be  guest  on  "Musical  Americana"  over 
NBC-Red  Thursday.  .  .  .  Stan  Shaiv  who  conducts  "Milkman's  Matinee"  over WNEW,  is  commuting  daily  between  Baltimore  and  New  York  to  visit  his 
mother,  who  is  seriously  ill.  .  .  .  Raymond  Paige  has  been  named  chairman  on 
the  award  committee  of  the  American  Musical  Arts  Foundation.  Other  radio 
members  are  Lawrence  Tibbett,  Deems  Taylor  and  Charles  Wakefield  Cad- 
man.  .  .  .  Eddie  Green  will  be  guest  on  Col.  Stoopnagle's  "Quixie  Doodle" show  over  CBS  Sunday  at  5  :30  P.M.  .  .  .  Maj.  Paschal  N.  Strong  has  been 

engaged  to  write  scripts  for  the  "Jack  Armstrong"  scries. •  •  • 

Remote  band  pickups,  ordered  discontinued  by  James  C.  Petrillo, 
American  Federation  of  Musicians  president,  because  two  local  stations 
had  musician  strikes  on  their  hands,  returned  to  CBS  yesterday  when 
WGBI,  Scranton,  and  WADC,  Akron,  settled  their  disputes  with  the 
local  unions. •  •  • 

Four  new  members  have  been  signed  by  Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  Carl  Hav- 
erlin,  station  relations  director,  has  announced.  They  include  WGAC,  Augus- 

ta; KXOK,  St.  Louis;  WOW,  Omaha;  and  WTIC,  Hartford. 
•  •  • 

The  new  WEAF  transmitter  at  Port  Washington,  L.  I.,  which  has 
been  undergoing  tests  since  September,  will  be  put  into  use  Friday,  Nov. 
8.   Formal  dedication  ceremonies  will  take  place  that  evening. 

Webs  to  Give 

Election  Full 

Vote  Coverage 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

sponsored  shows.  Wythe  Williams, 
who  is  heard  at  8  with  a  repeat  at 
10  :30,  will  devote  his  entire  program 
to  election  returns.  The  fact  that 
WOR  has  sold  the  returns  to  Rem- 

ington-Rand will  compel  Mutual  to 
pick  up  most  of  its  returns  from 
WGN,  Chicago. 
WNEW,  which  has  a  policy  of 

broadcasting  nothing  but  straight  news 
with  all  types  of  analysts  and  com- 

mentators banned,  will  stick  to  that 
policy  Election  Night  and  broadcast 
returns  in  figures  only. 

Will  Use  Special  Wires 

CBS  and  NBC  will  use  the  com- 
plete service  of  AP,  UP  and  INS, 

and  will  have  special  wires  to  Repub- 
lican and  Democratic  headquarters, 

as  well  as  many  other  key  points. 
Mutual  will  use  AP  and  Transradio. 
All  networks  will  go  to  stations  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  to  pick 
up  broadcasts  of  election  returns  in 
key  cities.  The  entire  staffs  of  spe- 

cial events,  publicity  and  announcing 
departments  will  be  on  hand. 
WOV  will  broadcast  results  from 

the  city  room  of  the  Jersey  Journal. 
WOR  will  feature  an  analysis  of  the 
returns  rather  than  straight  figures  on 
the  theory  that  percentages  will  be 
more  intelligible  to  the  average 
listener.  WNEW  has  installed  four 
extra  AP  teletype  machines,  in  ad- 

dition to  its  three  regular  printers, 
for  local  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
returns,  national  figures  and  color 
stories  on  the  election.  Each  machine 
will  be  in  charge  of  a  separate  editor, 
who  in  turn  will  have  a  separate  an- 

nouncer with  a  separate  microphone 
to  work  with.  One  sponsor  has  been 
obtained  for  the  results. 

Broadcast  to  Britain 
WMCA  will  feature  regular  periods 

every  half  hour  on  the  quarter  hour 
with  analysis  as  well  as  tabulation. 
Albert  Warner,  CBS  analyst,  will  go 
on  the  air  at  11 :30  P.M.  and  again 
at  4:48  A.M.  for  a  broadcast  to 
Britain.  "America's  Town  Hall  of  the 
Air"  program,  which  frequently  fea- tures election  issues,  will  hold  open 
house  election  night  with  returns  and 
skits  burlesqueing  the  campaign. 
KDKA,  the  major  celebrant  in  the 

anniversary,  will  hold  an  all-night 
open  house  at  its  studios.  The  Pitts- 

burgh Post  supplied  the  first  returns, 
and  a  similar  tieup  will  be  arranged 
with  the  paper,  which  is  now  the  Post- 
Gazette.  NBC  service  will  be  sup- 

plemented by  reports  from  Pittsburgh 
campaign  headquarters. 

'Sarajevo'  in  Boston 
"Mayerling  To  Sarajevo,"  sequel  to 

"Mayerling,"  will  be  shown  in  Boston 
at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  following 
the  current  run  of  "The  Baker's 
Wife."  Leo  Films,  Inc.,  is  the  dis- tributor. 

Take  Missouri  House 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  30. — The  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.  has  acquired  the  Lib- 

erty and  the  Rex  in  Mexico,  Mo. 

Drop  Rensselaer 

Sunday  Film  Vote 
Albany,  Oct.  30. — The  Sunday  mo- 

tion picture  question  is  more  confused 
than  ever  in  Rensselaer.  N.  Y.,  as  a  re- 

sult of  a  successful  drive  for  withdrawal 
of  the  referendum  from  the  voting  ma- 

chines. The  Rensselaer  County  Board 
of  Elections,  on  an  appeal  by  Protest- 

ant clergymen,  has  received  legal 
opinion  from  its  attorney  that  the  mat- 

ter is  contrary  to  the  Home  Rule Law. 

Chief  Swick,  operator  of  the  Up- 
town Theatre,  contends  in  common 

with  business-men  proponents,  that 
there  is  no  ordinance  in  the  city's  laws to  prevent  Sunday  pictures  and  plans 
a  test  case  on  the  matter. 

Washington,  Oct.  30. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

granted  construction  permits  for  four 
new  stations  and  approved  increases 
in  power  for  several  currently  operat- 

ing broadcasting  stations. 
The  construction  permits  were  is- 

sued to  the  Brown  County  Broadcast- 
ing Co.  for  a  1,350-kilocycle,  500- watt 

station  at  Brownwood,  Tex. ;  Capital 
Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  1,420-kilocycle, 
250-watt  station  at  Washington, 
Maryland  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a 
1,200-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at 
Baltimore,  and  Nueces  Broadcasting 
Co.  for  a  1,500-kilocycle,  250-watt  sta- 

tion at  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Fighting  Sunday  Films 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  30.  —  President 

Rev.  H.  H.  Martin  of  the  National 
Reform  Association  has  launched  a 
campaign  to  keep  Sunday  pictures  out 
of  Butler,  county  seat  city.  Five  years 
ago  Butler  voters  rejected  Sunday 
films  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one. 

Stober  Joins  General 

Chicago,  Oct.  30. — W.  C.  Stober 
has  been  appointed  branch  manager 
here  for  General  Register  Co.,  manu- 

facturer of  ticket  machines,  by  E. 
Bruce  Johnson,  president.  Stober  re- places D.  H.  Finke,  resigned.  Stober 
formerly  was  with  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co. 

Increases  in  night  power  from  1,000 
to  5,000  watts  were  granted  Stations 
WALA,  Mobile,  Ala.;  KOIL, 
Omaha,  and  WHIO,  Dayton,  and  a 
similar  increase  in  day  power  was 
granted  WNBC,  New  Britain,  Conn. 
Increases  in  night  power  from  100  to 
250  watts  were  granted  Stations 
KWFC,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and 
WKBO,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  commission  has  received  an  ap- 
plication for  a  new  1,500-kilocycle, 

250-watt  station  from  the  Natchez 
Broadcasting  Co.,  Natchez,  Miss., 
and  a  request  for  increase  of  night 
power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts  from 
Station  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Porter  FCC  Counsel 

On  Monopoly  Probe 

Washington,  Oct.  30.  — George  B.  Porter,  former 
assistant  general  counsel  of 
the  FCC,  has  been  retained 
by  the  commission  to  serve 
as  special  counsel  during  the 
monopoly  hearings  which  are 
to  open  Dec.  2.  The  prelimi- 

nary report  was  published 
last  June. 

Lewis  Attacks  KYA 

Refusal  of  Air  Time 

Washington,  Oct.  30.— John  L. 
Lewis,  CIO  president,  today  told  the 
FCC  that  the  refusal  of  KYA,  San 
Francisco,  to  renew  a  contract  for 
broadcasting  time  held  by  the  CIO  for 
the  past  two  years  has  raised  an  issue 

"of  paramount  importance  to  labor." 
In  a  letter  to  FCC  Chairman  James 

L.  Fly,  Lewis  complained  of  the  sta- 
tion's action  but  made  no  request  or 

suggestion  of  the  action  which  the 
commission  might  take. 

However,  he  warned,  the  station's 
reason  for  rejecting  the  contract — that 
the  program  was  controversial  and 
as  such  contrary  to  the  National  As- 

sociation of  Broadcasters  Code — 
''threatens  to  make  radio  communica- 

tion inaccessible  to  organized  labor  for 

all  practical  purposes." 

Dallas  Variety  Club 

New  Year  Party  Set 

Dallas,  Oct.  30.— R.  J.  O'Donnell, 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Interstate  Theatres  of  Texas,  and 
chief  barker  of  the  local  Variety  Club, 
has  completed  plans  for  the  New 
Year's  Eve  celebration  at  the  Adol- 

phus  Hotel. The  affair  has  been  designated  as 
"An  American  Party,"  featuring 
dancing  and  entertainment.  It  will  be 
presented  under  the  personal  direction 
of  Pail  Short,  who  handled  entertain- 

ment for  the  Variety  Club's  national convention  here  last  April.  The  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  hotel  will  be  decorated 
in  keeping  with  the  theme  of  the  party. 
The  menu  will  feature  strictly  Ameri- 

can foods.  Variety  Club  groups  from 
various  parts  of  the  Southwest  are 
expected  to  attend. 

Bickel  Is  Named  to 

Coordination  Post 
Washington,  Oct.  30. — Karl  A. 

Bickel  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  the  Scripps-Howard  Ra- 

dio Co.,  has  been  named  with  Don 
Francisco,  president  of  Lord  and 
Thomas,  to  the  staff  of  the  Communi- 

cations Committee  of  the  Office  for 
Coordination  of  Commercial  and  Cul- 

tural Relations  Between  the  American 
Republics,  it  was  announced  by  Nelson 
A.  Rockefeller,  coordinator. 

The  Communications  Committee,  on 
which  John  Hay  Whitney  and  James 
W.  Young  will  be  in  charge  of  film 
activities,  will  handle  the  film,  radio 
and  news  phases  of  a  program  to  im- 

prove relations  among  the  countries  of 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 

FCC  Approves  Four  New  Stations 



Alert, 

InteIHgei 

»Wy 

Indisprti 

to  theiyi 
qtSon 

Picture 

Industry 

FILE  COPY 

MOTION  PICTt?HE 

DAILY 

MQVF 
First  In 

1 OL.  48.  NO.  88 NEW  YORK,  U.S.A.,  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  1,  1940 TEN  CENTS 

frozen  Cash 

Is  Sought  for 

British  Films 

Renewal  Talks  Continue 

On  Expired  Deal 

London,  Oct.  31. — British  pro- 
ducers are  pressing  for  an  exten- 

sion of  the  principle  in  the  British 
currency  withdrawal  agreement 
with  American  companies  which 

permits  American  distributors' 
funds,  frozen  in  this  country,  to  be 
used  for  the  acquisition  of  British 
films. 

The  agreement  expires  to- 
night, after  one  year  of  opera- 

tion. As  yet,  no  new  agreement 
has  been  approved,  although 
negotiations  are  in  progress. 
A  new  contract  is  expected  to 
be  completed  within  two  or 
three  weeks. 
It  is  believed  in  industry  circles 

here  that  American  companies  are 
seeking  an  elasticity  in  the  interpreta- 

tion of  such  clauses  as  that  permitting 
the  use  of  frozen  funds  for  British 
film  acquisition,  with  a  view  to  ex- 

ploitation of  the  reciprocity  sections 
of  the  expiring  agreement. 

Due  to  the  inconclusive  status  of 
the  new  British  currency  agreement 
it  is  not  believed  likely  that  Ambas- 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

16  Circuits  Raise 

Prices  for  'Police' 
Sixteen  circuits  controlling  about 

850  theatres  will  set  advanced  admis- 
sions for  "North  West  Mounted  Po- 
lice," according  to  Neil  F.  Agnew, 

Paramount  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution. 
Among  the  circuits  are :  Fox  Wis- 

consin, Milwaukee ;  Fox  West  Coast, 
Los  Angeles ;  J.  H.  Cooper  Enter- 

prises ;  Minnesota  Amusement,  Minne- 
apolis ;    Fourth   Avenue  Amusement 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

B'way  Expects  Big 
Election  Night  Take 
Despite  the  intense  interest  in  the 

:urrent  political  campaign,  several 
Broadway  first  run  managers  are 
ooking  forward  to  good  business  on 
Election  Night.  It  was  pointed  out 
hat  polls  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
:ry  will  be  kept  open  later  this  year 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Committees  Named 

For  Coordination 

Of  Defense  Work 

Designation  of  committees  represent- 
ing all  divisions  of  the  industry  was 

completed  yesterday  to  facilitate  activ- 
ities in  cooperation  with  national  de- 
fense agencies. 

The  committees  will  supplement  the 
work  of  the  main  coordinating  com- 

mittee of  which  George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  president,  is  chairman.  The  in- 

dustry's national  defense  cooperative 
activities  are  sponsored  by  the  presi- 

dents and  chief  executives  in  New 
York  of  the  eight  major  companies. 

Francis  S.  Harmon,  assistant  to 
Will  H.  Hays,  has  been  designated  co- 

ordinator for  the  industry,  reporting 
to  Schaefer's  committee.  Harmon  al- 

ready has  established  the  necessary 
contacts  with  national  defense  agencies, 
and  suggestions  will  be  channeled 
through  him.  Members  of  Schaefer's 
committee  are  :  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 

mount president;  Joseph  H.  Hazen, 
Warner  home  office  executive ;  W.  C. 
Michel,  20th  Century-Fox  executive 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Odeon  Year  Profit 

Equals  $1,893,924 
London,  Oct.  31. — Odeon  Theatres, 

Ltd.,  has  reported  profit  for  the  year 
of  £473,481  (approximately  $1,893,- 
924).  The  profit  compares  with  one 
of  £509,990  (about  $2,039,960)  last 
year.  No  dividend  was  declared  for 
the  year  on  the  common  stock  of  the company. 

The  profit  is  considered  unusual  in 
view  of  the  destruction  of  theatres  in 
London  and  the  sharp  reduction  of 
theatre  business  throughout  the  coun- 

try generally  as  a  result  of  the  war. 
Despite  continued  air  raids,  British 
production  is  continuing  in  various  stu- 

dios near  London.  The  majority  of 
the  films  now  in  production  are  de- 

signed for  the  foreign  market. 

BUDGET  $580,000 

FOR  ARBITRATION 

Covers  First  Year's  National  Operations; 

Appeal  Board  Chairman  to  Get  $25,000; 

New  Rules  Revision  Is  Underway 

A  budget  of  $580,000  has  been  set  for  the  maintenance  of  the  32 

regional  arbitration  boards  and  the  national  appeals  board  for  their 
first  year  of  operation,  beginning  Jan.  1,  1941. 

Salaries  of  the  three  members 
of  the  national  appeals  board, 
who  will  be  appointed  by  Fed- 

eral Judge  Henry  Goddard,  will 
be    $25,000    annually    for  the 
chairman  and  $20,000  each  for 
the  other  two  members. 
Further  revision  of  the  rules  of  ar- bitration was  undertaken  yesterday  by 

members  of  the  consenting  companies' 
drafting  committee,   Government  at- 

torneys   and   representatives    of  the 
American     Arbitration  Association. 
The  changes  being  made  in  the  rules 
will  not  disturb  the  intent  of  any  ma- 

jor phase  of  those  presented  to  Judge 
Goddard  on  Tuesday,  it  was  stated 
last  night  following  a  conference  at 
the  Bar  Association  Bldg. 
The  possibility  of  similar  minor 

changes  being  made  in  the  draft  of  the 
consent  decree  itself  also  was  sug- (Continued  on  page  4) 

Decree  Will  Drive 

Out  Independent, 

Max  Cohen  States 

Syracuse,    Oct.    31. — The  New 
York  case  consent  decree  will  drive 
the  independent  subsequent  exhibitor 
out  of  business, 
Max  A.  Cohen, 
president      o  f 
New  York  Al- lied, an  M.  P. 

T.  O.  A.  affili- ate, today  told the  members  of 
the  Central 
New  York 
M.P.T.O.  here. "If  this  decree 

doesn't  give  dis- tributors a  legal 
monopoly,  then 
I  don't  know 
one,"  Cohen said. 

Cohen  revealed  for  the  first  time 
that  national  Allied  directors  voted 
eight  to  four  for  acceptance  of  the 
old  Fair  Trade  Practice  Code,  in 
Chicago,  more  than  a  year  ago,  leav- 

ing for  ratification  only  the  arbitra- 
tion provisions.  Abram  Myers  and 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Cohen  averred,  later 
"betrayed"  the  independent  exhibitor (Continued  on  page  4) 

Max  A.  Cohen 

Eastman  to  Return  Defense  Net 

Profit  Above  10%  to  Government 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31. — Eastman  Kodak  Co.  today  pledged 

that  it  voluntarily  will  return  to  the  Government  all  profits  over  10 
per  cent  on  national  defense  orders. 
According  to  the  announcement,  Eastman  will  pay  income  and 

excess  profit  taxes  from  the  profit  retained  up  to  10  per  cent.  The 
company's  policy  was  stated  in  a  letter  Frank  W.  Lovejoy,  presi- 

dent, wrote  to  Secretary  of  War  Stimson  at  Washington. 
"While  the  company  is  not  assured  of  any  profit  under  the 

present  defense  contract,  it  will  nevertheless  refund  any  profit 
it  will  make  in  excess  of  10  per  cent  of  the  cost,"  the  announce- ment said. 

Para.  39-Week  Net 

Seen  at  $4,100,000 

Paramount's  earnings  for  the  39 
weeks  of  1940  ended  Sept.  30,  are  esti- 

mated by  Wall  Street  sources  at  ap- 
proximately $4,100,000,  as  compared 

with  net  of  $2,840,000  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year. This  estimate  would  indicate  third 

quarter  earnings  of  approximately  $1,- 
000,000,  compared  with  $710,000  for 
the  corresponding  1939  quarter.  The 
estimates  are  inclusive  of  undistri- 

buted earnings  of  theatre  companies. 

Martin  Smith  Again 

Head  of  Ohio  I.T.O. 

Columbus,  O.,  Oct.  31. — Martin  G. 
Smith  of  Toledo  was  reelected  presi- 

dent of  the  I.T.O.  of  Ohio  at  today's 
final  session  of  the  organization's  two- 
day  annual  convention  at  the  Deshler- Wallick  Hotel  here. 

F.  W.  Huss,  Jr.,  was  reelected  a 
vice-president,  and  Max  Stearn  was 
named  to  replace  Robert  C.  Menches 
as  the  other  vice-president.  Hoy  O. (Continued  on  page  4) 
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High  Court  Will  Get 

Florida  Ascap  Case 

Appeals  from  a  Federal  statutory 

court  decision  holding  Florida's  anti- 
Ascap  law  to  be  unconstitutional  will 
be  taken  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
within  the  next  few  days  by  both 
Florida  and  Ascap. 

The  State  will  appeal  from  that  part 
of  the  decision  declaring  the  statute 
unconstitutional.  Ascap,  which  had 
asserted  its  intention  not  to  appeal 
unless  the  State  did,  will  test  portions 
of  the  decision  which  held  that  the 
State  was  within  its  rights  in  requir- 

ing Ascap  to  file  records  in  Florida 
and  pay  a  tax  based  on  its  licenses  is- sued in  the  State. 
The  appeals  will  test  the  legality 

of  a  State's  right  to  compel  Ascap  to issue  licenses  on  a  per  piece  basis. 
The  Society's  appeal  is  being  prepared 
by  Herman  Finkelstein  of  Schwartz 
&  Frohlich,  Ascap  counsel. 

'Zorro'  to  Open  in 
Cincinnati  Tonight 

Cincinnati,  Oct.  31.— "The  Mark 
of  Zorro,"  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
film,  starring  Tyrone  Power,  will 
have  its  world  premiere  tomorrow 
night  at  the  Shubert  and  Albee  here. 
Power,  Annabella,  his  wife,  and  Mrs. 
Patia  Power,  his  mother,  arrived  here 
yesterday  for  a  three-day  celebration 
in  conjunction  with  the  opening. 

Three  radio  programs  will  be  broad- cast. Other  events  will  be  a  civic 
luncheon  with  Mayor  Stewart  as  host, 
a  costume  ball  tonight,  a  reception  and 
a  luncheon  for  visiting  newspaper 
representatives  and  critics.  The  Holly- 

wood visitors  will  make  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  two  theatres  to- 

morrow night. 

Personal  Mention 

Daigler  Buys  Into 
Hubenart  Circuit 

Seattle,  Oct.  31. — Hal  Daigler, 
former  assistant  to  John  Hamrick  of 
Hamrick-Evergreen  theatres,  has 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  Huben- 

art Circuit  here. 
He  will  act  as  supervisor  of  opera- 

tions for  the  theatres  in  this  circuit 
controlled  by  Ben  F.  Shearer,  includ- 

ing houses  in  Alaskan  cities,  Bremer- 
ton and  Everett,  Washington.  Plans 

for  a  new  900-seat  theatre  in  Bremer- 
ton are  now  being  prepared  for 

Shearer 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the 

Rivoli  Theatre) (51st  Street Comer) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner   place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
■from 

San  Francisco,  California 

NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK, 
president  of  Loew's,  arrived  on 

the  Coast  yesterday  for  studio  con- ferences. 

W.  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 
sales  manager,  is  expected  back  in  New 
York  early  next  week  from  Holly- 

wood and  San  Francisco. 
• 

Pat  Casey,  studios'  labor  repre- sentative, will  remain  in  New  York 
until  after  Election  Day. 

• 

Leo  Spitz  has  returned  from Chicago. 

Paul  Lazarus,  Jules  Levey, 
James  Mulvey,  Hal  Horne  and 
Charles  Stern  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Lindy's  (51st  St.). • 

Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners  South- 
ern and  Western  sales  manager,  re- 

turned yesterday  from  a  visit  to 
branches  in  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and 
Atlanta. 

• 

G.  L.  Carrington,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  Altec  Serv- 

ice, has  returned  from  the  Coast. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR  will  leave  for the  Coast  at  the  end  of  next 

week. 
• 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Joseph 

Vogel,  Harry  L.  Gold,  Rube  Jack- 
ter,  Lou  Weinberg,  and  Irving 
Shapiro  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 

David  Bernstein,  J.  J.  Unger, 
Marcus  Heiman,  Sam  Shain,  Owen 
Davis,  George  Weltner,  Earl  Car- 

roll, Ed  Saunders,  Lou  Dreyfus  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor 
yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Alan  Freedman,  Douglas  Roth- 
acker,  I.  E.  Lopert  and  Walter 
Futter  at  the  Tavern  yesterday  for 
lunch. 

Max  Siegel,  Charles  Sonin,  Sid- 
ney Phillips,  Adolph  Zukor,  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Al  Lewis,  Guy  Bol- 
ton and  John  Golden  lunching  at 

Sardi's  yesterday. 

Nick  Cavaliere  of  New  Haven 
is  returning  there  this  week  after 
spending  the  Summer  in  the  Arctic 
as  cameraman  with  Father  Hubbard. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus  is  in  town  Ronald  Colman  has  donated  an 
from  the  Coast.  I  ambulance  to  be  sent  to  England. 

Hoover  Named  Miami 

Manager   by  Lynch 
Miami,  Oct.  31. — Stephen  A.  Lynch, 

president  of  Paramount  Enterprises 
here,  has  appointed  George  C.  Hoover 
as  city  manager  of  the  circuit's  15  the- atres in  Greater  Miami. 
Hoover  formerly  operated  the 

Sheridan,  ace  house  of  the  group,  at 
Miami  Beach. 

Walker  to  Speak  at 

Rally  Here  Monday 
Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 

Walker  will  be  the  principal  speaker 

at  the  final  luncheon  rally  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division  of  the  Demo- 

cratic National  Committee  in  the 
North  Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Astor on  Monday. 

Last  Minute  Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Oct.  31 
^USINESS  representatives  of  studio  unions  whose  internationals 

are  signatories  to  the  studio  labor  basic  agreement  will  meet 
tomorrow  with  Eldred  Cocking  of  the  Wages  and  Hours  Adminis- 

tration for  a  discussion  of  the  new  interpretation  of  the  act  as  it 
affects  the  studios.  Frank  Carothers,  secretary  of  the  internationals' 
basic  agreement  committee,  called  the  session. •  • 

Studios  will  hold  individual  mass  meetings  of  workers  Monday 
noon  to  open  the  Community  Chest  drive.  A  ten-minute  radio  pro- 

gram over  local  stations  in  which  Paul  Yost,  Chest  campaign  chair- 
man, and  Louis  B.  Mayer,  industry  committee  chairman,  will  par- 

ticipate, will  be  heard.  A  short,  "Andy  Hardy  in  Los  Angeles,  a 
Lesson  in  Mathematics  and  Other  Things,"  featuring  Mickey Rooney  and  Lewis  Stone,  will  be  shown. 

There  will  be  a  $5.50  top  for  the  premiere  of  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" at  the  Carthay  Circle  here  Nov.  14.  Top  prices  for  the  regu- 

lar run  following  will  be  $1.65  nights  and  $1.10  matinees. 

Funeral  services  for  George  H.  Seward,  67,  television  pioneer 
and  founder  and  president  of  the  Hollywood  Television  Society 
and  the  Television  Engineers  Institute  of  America,  will  be  held 
here  tomorrow.  He  died  last  night. 

Alex  Evelove,  with  Warners'  publicity  department  11  years,  the 
last  five  at  the  studio,  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  Robert 
Taplinger,  studio  publicity  director. 

rHE  two  major  events  before  the nation — the  presidential  campaign 
and  the  draft  lottery — feature  the  new 
issues.  A  mystery  fire  in  the  War 
Department  in  Washington  is  of  cur- 

rent interest.    The  contents: euf  .1 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  16— Draft  lot- tery.  Roosevelt   and   Willkie  in  campai^ 
talks.   Fire  in  the  War  Department.  Le 
Lehr.  Football.  Skiing-  in  Australia 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  214.— Draft numbers  picked.  Willkie  in  Indianapolis; 

Roosevelt  in  New  England.  Snite  family  on 
vacation.  Mystery  blaze  in  Washington. 
Aftermath  at  the  World's   Fair.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  19.— Defense drill  in  Seattle.  Fire  in  Washington  War 

Department.  Snite  family  leaves  for  Florida. 
Seattle  merchant  constructs  bomb  shelter. 
Campaign  Managers  Flynn  and  Martin  each 
express  optimism.  Draft  drawn  in  Washing- 

ton; holders  of  the  first  number  around 
the  country.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  19.— Draft  lot- 

tery. Japan  as  new  Axis  member.  War  De- partment fire.  Admiral  Greenslade  leaves for  Panama.  Football.  Willkie  in  Baltimore; 
Roosevelt  in  Boston. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,   No.  924.- 

Draft  lottery.  Roosevelt  and  Willkie  on 
campaign  tours.  Mystery  fire  in  Washing- 

ton. Rodeo  in  California.  Dog  "refugees" here.  Defense  drill  in  Seattle.  Football. 

Columbia  Chiefs  Off 
To  Chicago  Today 

Abe  Montague,  general  sales  man- ager of  Columbia,  and  Rube  Jackter, 
assistant,  will  preside  at  a  sales  meet- 

ing of  the  company's  mid-central  and central  divisions  tomorrow  and  Sun- 
day in  Chicago  at  the  Drake  Hotel. 

The  home  office  executives,  with 
Lou  Weinberg,  Louis  Astor,  Max 
Weisfeldt,  Maurice  Grad,  George  Jo- 

sephs and  Hank  Kaufman,  will  leave 
here  today.  The  sessions  will  be  de- voted to  sales  and  promotion  plans  for 
"Arizona"  and  other  forthcoming  pro- 

duct. The  divisions  will  be  repre- 
sented by  Phil  Dunas  and  Carl  Shalit 

of  the  mid-central  and  central  units, 
respectively.  Sales  representatives  will 
be  present  from  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Des  Moines, 
Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis. 

Republic  Gets  Story 

Hollywood,  Oct.  31. — Republic  has 
purchased  "Angel  on  Earth,"  an 
original  by  Hope  Ross,  for  one  of  the 
forthcoming  productions. 
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Arbitration 

Budget  Set 

At  $580,000 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
gested.  The  need  for  changes  which 
have  been  suggested  probably  will  be 
decided  at  a  meeting  today. 
The  $580,000  budget  for  the  first 

year's  operations  of  the  arbitration machinery  will  be  subscribed  by  the 
five  consenting  companies,  each  to  be 
assessed  proportionately  on  the  basis 
of  its  total  domestic  gross  for  the 
1939-'40  season.  These  assessments 
either  may  be  reduced  proportionately 
or  augmented  by  filing  fees  or  penal- 

ties collected,  depending  upon  the  re- 
quirements of  the  boards. 

Budgets  for  individual  boards  will 
be  set  by  a  budget  committee  to  be 
designated  later.  The  budget  com- 

mittee will  consist  of  three  members, 
one  to  be  designated  by  the  consenting 
companies,  one  by  the  American  Ar- 

bitration Association  and  the  third  to 
be  the  chairman  of  the  national  ap- 

peals board. 
Payments  of  costs  of  operation  and 

maintenance  of  the  boards  will  be 
made  from  budgetary  funds  by  the 
A.A.A. 

Decree  Will  Hurt 

Exhibitors:  Cohen 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
by  reversing  this  acceptance  in  the 
Summer  of  1939. 
The  New  York  exhibitor  leader 

and  A.  Charles  Hayman,  N.  Y.  State 
M.P.T.O.  president,  stated  that  the 
block-sale  plan  of  the  consent  decree 
was  known  in  the  business  25  and  27 
years  ago  and  gave  rise  to  the  the- 

atre circuits  of  today. 
Sydney  Grossman  of  Syracuse  was 

elected  regional  vice-president  to  the 
State  M.P.T.O.  by  the  newly  organ- 

ized local  group.  He  will  represent 
the  directorate  including  J.  Meyer 
Schine,  Ray  Pashley,  Jack  Karp,  Ray 
Merriman  and  Grossman.  A  direc- 

tor's place  is  reserved  for  Bingham- ton. 
Hayman  proposed  that  the  State 

organization  urge  the  M.P.T.O.A.  to 
hold  its  annual  convention  with  the 
State  group  at  Rochester  early  in 
1941.  Sidney  Pfeiffer,  Buffalo  attor- 

ney, said  200  theatre  memberships  are 
now  in  the  Central  division.  About 
20  exhibitors  attended  the  meeting. 

Defense  Committees  Named; 

Studios  Ready  for  U.  S.  Work 

Moray  on  Tour 
Norman  H.  Moray,  Warner  short 

subject  sales  manager,  left  yesterday 
for  a  trip  to  the  company's  exchanges 
and  the  studio.  After  visiting  Chica- 

go and  Milwaukee,  and  the  North- 
western cities,  he  is  scheduled  to  ar- 

rive in  Los  Angeles  Nov.  18.  He  will 
confer  at  the  studio  on  next  season's schedule. 

Henie  Suit  Starts 
Trial  of  the  $92,000  breach  of  con- 

tract suit  of  Dennis  R.  Scanlan 
against  Sonia  Henie  started  yesterday 
before  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aron  Steuer.  Scanlan  claims  the  de- 

fendant breached  a  1939  contract 
which  employed  him  as  agent  at  15 
per  cent  commission. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
vice-president ;  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
president  of  Loew's,  and  R.  B.  Wilby, 
head  of  the  Wilby-Kincey  Circuit. 

Joseph  Bernhard,  head  of  Warner 
Theatres,  is  chairman  of  the  special 
theatre  committee,  working  in  conjunc- 

tion with  the  industry  coordinating 
committee.  Members  are :  A.  H. 
Blank,  Des  Moines ;  Harry  Brandt, 
Si  Fabian,  New  York;  John  Harris, 
Pittsburgh;  E.  L.  Kuykendall,  Colum- 

bus, Miss. ;  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew's ; 
J.  J.  O'Connor,  RKO ;  R.  J.  O'Don- 
nell,  Dallas ;  E.  V.  Richards,  New  Or- 

leans ;  Spyros  Skouras,  National  Thea- 
tres;  Nathan  Yamins,  Fall  River, 

Mass.,  and  Wilby. 
The  production  committee,  an- 

nounced from  Hollywood  yesterday,  is 
headed  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Para- 

mount ;  the  newsreel  committee  by  E. 
B  Hatrick,  News  of  the  Day;  short 
subjects  committee  by  William  Clark, 
Rj<^0 ;  distributors  committee  by  Wil- 

liam A.  Scully,  Universal,  and  theatre 
publicity  committee  by  Oscar  Doob, 

Loew's. "It  is  to  be  emphasized,"  Schaefer said  in  a  statement  issued  yesterday, 
"that  the  voluntary  organization  being 
developed  bv  the  industry  is  not  in  any 
way  to  limit  the  initiative,  contribution 
or  service  which  any  element  within  it 
may  apply  to  the  problems  of  national 
defense.  The  intention  is  to  provide  a 
clearing  house  for  such  plans  as  may 
best  serve  our  national  needs,  insofar 
as  the  screen  is  properly  concerned." 

Informed  of  the  industry's  purpose, 

Secretary  of  War  Stimson  praised  the 
patriotic  spirit  which  prompted  the 
plan.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Knox 
declared  he  was  delighted  with  the 
scheme  to  facilitate  cooperation  with 
the  Government  in  connection  with  na- 

tional defense,  and  Secretary  of  State 

Hull  likewise  voiced  his  Department's appreciation  of  the  action  taken  by  the industry. 

Hollywood  Awaits 

Army  Films  Start 
Hollywood,  Oct.  31. — Production facilities  were  made  available  to  the 

Army  today  for  a  series  of  training 
films. 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  chairman  of 

the  production  defense  coordinating 
committee,  also  today  appointed 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  as  chairman  of  a 
subcommittee  to  work  with  the  Signal 
Corps.  Serving  with  Zanuck  will  be 
Sam  Briskin  and  Major  Nathan  Lev- inson. 
Major  Richard  T.  Schlosberg,  head 

of  the  Signal  Corps  photographic  di- 
vision, who  laid  the  groundwork  here 

several  months  ago,  is  due  next  week 
to  begin  work  on  the  films. 
Gordon  Mitchell,  M.  P.  Academy 

Research  Council  manager,  is  con- 
ferring with  War  Department  officials 

in  Washington  on  the  plans. 
Hal  B.  Wallis  has  been  added  to 

the  general  coordinating  committee. 

B'way  Expects  Big 
Election  Night  Take 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
to  accommodate  the  unusually  large 
enrollment. 

The  polls  will  be  open  until  9  P.M. 
in  New  York  as  well  as  many  other 
states,  and  because  returns  from  the 
Midwest  and  Far  West  will  come  in 
late  at  night,  this  will  probably  mean 
that  the  returns  will  not  become  in- 

teresting until  about  10  P.M.  The 
managers  expect  that  many  persons, 
therefore,  will  attend  the  theatre  dur- 

ing the  early  evening  wait. 
"The  Westerner"  with  a  stage  show 

grossed  an  estimated  $69,000  in  a 
week  at  the  Music  Hall,  and  was  fol- 

lowed yesterday  by  "Escape."  The 
second  week  of  "Down  Argentine 
Way"  with  a  stage  show  at  the  Roxy 
drew  an  estimated  $36,500  and  was 
held  for  two  extra  days,  with  "Mark 
of  Zorro"  opening  there  tomorrow. 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  with 
Woody  Herman's  band  on  the  stage 
at  the  Strand  grossed  an  estimated 
$29,000  for  the  second  week  and  will 
start  its  third  week  today. 

16  Circuits  Raise 

Price  for  'Police* (Continued  from  page  1) 
Co.,  Louisville ;  Butterfield  Theatres, 
Detroit ;  United  Detroit  Theatre  Corp., 
Detroit ;  Evergreen  State,  Seattle ; 
Fox  Intermountain,  Denver;  M.  &  P., 
Boston;  Wilmer  and  Vincent;  Inter- 

state Circuit,  Dallas ;  Intermountain 
Theatres,  Salt  Lake  City;  Tri-State 
Theatres,  Des  Moines;  Gibralter  En- 

terprises, Denver,  and  Ralph  Talbot 
Theatres,  Tulsa. 

20th-Fox  39-Week 

Loss  Is  $1,075,611 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp. 
yesterday  reported  net  operating  loss 
of  $1,075,611  after  all  charges,  in- 

cluding provision  of  $2,200,000  for  re- 
serve against  foreign  assets,  for  the 

39  weeks  ended  Sept.  28,  1940.  This 
compares  with  $3,152,595  for  the  first 
39  weeks  of  1939. 

For  the  third  quarter  of  this  year, 
ended  Sept.  28,  the  consolidated  net 
operating  loss,  after  all  charges  in- 

cluding provision  of  $1,400,000  for  re- 
serve against  foreign  assets,  was 

$1,192,824,  compared  with  second 
quarter  loss  of  $236,163,  and  a  profit 
of  $827,069  for  the  third  quarter  of 1939. 

No  portion  of  the  earnings  of  Na- 
tional Theatres  Corp.  is  included  in 

the  profit  and  loss  figures,  since  no 
dividends  were  declared  by  that  cor- 

poration during  the  first  39  weeks  of either  year. 

It  was  explained  that  the  purpose 
of  the  special  reserve  against  foreign 
assets  was  to  exclude  from  current 
profits  those  earned  in  foreign  cur- 

rencies not  currently  realizable  in 
United  States  dollars. 

Frozen  Cash 

Is  Sought  for 

British  Films 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

sador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  will  meet 
with  major  company  foreign  depart- ment heads  on  the  matter,  as  hadjj 

been  anticipated  earlier.  Kennedy  is™ still  active  in  the  negotiations  which 
are  under  way  here  and  in  London. 
When  the  negotiations  have  been  con- 

cluded it  is  believed  that  he  will  ad- 
vise Will  H.  Hays,  M.P.P.D.A.  pre- 

sident, who  will  report  to  the 
M.P.P.D.A.  board  and  foreign  man- 

agers. 
Under  the  British  monetary  agree- 

ment which  expired  last  night  Ameri- 
can companies  were  permitted  to  pay 

in  full  in  blocked  sterling  for  any 
British-made  films  acquired  for  dis- 

tribution here.  The  negotiations  now 
in  progress  pertain,  in  part,  to  the 
continuation  of  this  arrangement  and 
also  to  a  possible  increase  in  the 
amount  of  sterling  which  will  be  ex- 

portable under  the  new  agreement. 
As  a  result  of  the  expiration  of  the 

old  agreement,  the  American  com- 
panies will  be  unable  to  withdraw  any 

currency  from  Britain  until  the  new 
agreement  has  been  concluded. 

Martin  Smith  Again 

Head  of  Ohio  I.T.O. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Simons  was  reelected  treasurer.  P.  J. 
Wood  was  retained  as  secretary. 

New  directors  are :  C.  A.  MacDon- 
ald,  and  Henry  S.  Flickinger,  who  re- 

places Stearn.  Directors  renamed  are  : 
Charles  G.  Deckman,  Dwight  Jones 
and  J.  W.  Trunk.  Smith  was  present- 

ed with  a  car  at  last  night's  banquet. 
Today's  session  was  routine  and  fea- 

tured general  discussions  of  the  con- 
sent decree  and  other  exhibitor  and  in- 

dustry problems. 
Among  the  executives  here  for  the 

convention  were :  William  B.  Brennan, 
William  Bien,  Herman  Leven,  Harris 
Dudelson,  Stanley  C.  Jacques,  William 
Onie  and  J.  E.  Watson. 

Pat z  in  N.S.S.  Post 

Des  MoineS,  Oct.  31.— Louis  Patz, 
formerly  manager  of  the  National 
Screen  Service  branch  at  Milwaukee, 
has  come  here  to  take  over  the  man- 

agement of  the  local  office  replacing 
L.  C.  Friedman,  who  is  leaving  soon 
to  enter  another  business  in  Cali- fornia. 

Trial  of  La  Crosse 

Suit  Starts  in  Wis. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Oct.  31.— Federal 
District  Judge  Patrick  T.  Stone  and 
a  jury  heard  testimony  today  in  the 
opening  of  the  case  brought  here  by 
the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.  against 
Paramount,  United  Artists,  Twentieth 
Century-Fox,  Welworth  Theatres  Co., 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  and  E.  R. 
Ruben  of  Minneapolis. 
Damages  requested  by  the  plaintiff, 

operator  of  five  La  Crosse  theatres, 
have  been  increased  from  $1,050,000 
to  $1,476,000.  The  complaint  alleges 
that  the  defendants  by  "prior  agree- 

ment" refused  to  renew  contracts  of 
the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.,  which 
has  operated  houses  in  La  Crosse 
since  1919.  Welworth  opened  two 
houses  in  La  Crosse  in  1936,  it  was 
testified.  Defendants  deny  any  con- spiracy. 



No,  this  is  not  an  election  crowd,  it  is  just  part  of  the  eager  custom- 

ers {with  a  long  line  outside)  waiting  in  the  inner  lobby  of  Radio  City 

Music  Hall  all  day  yesterday  to  see  M-G-M's  sensational  new  hit. 

ESCAPE 
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'Westerner9 

Frisco  Best, 

Gets  $13,000 

San  Francisco,  Oct.  31. — Grosses 
soared  for  first  time  since  the  fair 
closed,  with  "The  Westerner"  getting 
$13,000  at  the  United  Artists.  "Spring 
Parade"  and  "Glamour  for  Sale" 
drew  $12,000  at  the  Orpheum  in  the 
second  week 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  22-25 : 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) GOLDEN  GATE— (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.     Stage:  vaudeville.  Gross: 
$13,200.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
FOX — (5,000)     (15c-3Sc-40c-50c)     7  days. Gross:  $17,000.    (Average.  $16,000) 

"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) ORPHEUM — (2,240)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Quarterback"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average, 
$11,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"Knute  Rocke — All-American"  (W.  B.) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,400.  (Average, 
$6,000) 
"Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Song  of  the  Road"  (Select) CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  2nd 
week.     Gross:  $600.     (Average,  $1,000) 

'Finger'  Garners 

$14,000,  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  31. — The  first  dual 
program  at  the  Ambassador  in  more 
than  two  months  brought  $10,000. 
Loew's  State  with  "Third  Finger,  Left 
Hand,"  grossed  $14,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  24: 

"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"   (20th- Fox) 
AMBASSADOR — (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 

7  days.    Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $11,500) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
FOX — (5,038)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)     5  days. 

Gross:   $7,000.     (Average,   7  days,  $11,000) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STATE — (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average, 

$13,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
"Brigham  Young,  Frontiersman" (ZOth-Fox) 
MISSOURI — (3,514)     (28c -39c -44c -56c)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
"I'm  Still  Alive"  (R-K-O) 
ST.  LOUIS — (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,000.     (Average,  $2,600) 

Ampa  Marks  Terry's 
25th  Anniversary 

Paul  Terry,  producer  of  Terrytoon 
cartoons,  was  feted  by  the  Ampa  at 
its  luncheon  meeting  yesterday  at  the 
Hotel  Edison  on  his  25th  anniver- 

sary in  the  industry.  He  was  intro- 
duced by  Gordon  S.  White  and  John 

C.  Flinn.  Other  speakers  were  James 
S.  Moran  of  Terrytoons  and  Desi 
Arnaz. 
Leon  Bamberger,  Ampa  president, 

announced  that  Edgar  Kobak,  NBC 
vice-president,  will  be  the  guest  speak- 

er at  the  Nov.  14  meeting  and  Jack 
Cohn,  Columbia  vice-president,  will 
speak  Nov.  27. 

Plan  Film  Museum 
On  Trocadero  Site 

Hollywood,  Oct.  31.  — The 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences  board  of 
governors  on  Nov.  14  will 
consider  a  plan  to  turn  the 
once-famous  Trocadero  into 
an  Academy  museum. 
The  project  would  be  spon- 

sored by  the  Academy  in  co- 
operation with  the  studios, 

various  chambers  of  com- 
merce and  the  Museum  of 

Modern  Art  Film  Library  in 
New  York.  It  would  house 
exhibits  depicting  film  pro- 

duction and  would  be  open  to 
the  public  at  a  small  charge. 

'Comedy'  and  Show 

$20,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Oct.  31— "No  Time  For 
Comedy"  and  a  stage  show  headed  by 
Ken  Murray,  Oswald  and  the  Russ 
Morgan  Band,  grossed  $20,000  at  the 
Michigan.  The  Fox  did  $18,000  with 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  and  "So  You 
Won't  Talk." Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  24: 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: $4,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) 
"Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-M) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c- 50c)  7  days.  Gross: $6,800.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: $18,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 

"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days. 

On  stage— Ken  Murray,  Oswald,  Russ  Mor- 
gan and  radio  band  and  show    Gross:  $20,- 

000.      (Average,  $12,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
"Mystery  Sea  Raider"  (Para.) PALMS— (25c-39c-55c)    7    days.  Gross: 
$8,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $10,000) 

'Band'  Cleveland 

Gross  Is  $8,000 
Cleveland,  Oct.  31.  —  Political 

speeches  seem  to  be  providing  box  of- 
fice competition  here.  "Strike  Up  the 

Band"  in  its  second  week  at  Loew's 
Stillman  was  the  leader  with  $8,000  in 
a  slow  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  24: 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.)  4  days 
"Fugitive  from  a  Prison  Camp"  (Col.) 
ALLEN— (3,000)     (33c-39c-47c)     7  days. Gross:   $2,000.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME.  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) 

"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) "Pier  13"  (20th-Fox) 
LAKE— (900)    (28c-40c)    7   days.  Gross: $1,000.    (Average,  $1,500) 

"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
RKO    PALACE  —  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

stage  show,  7  days.    Gross:  $12,500.  (Aver- 
age, $13,500) 

"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE-(3,50O)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.    Gross:  $9,500.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (33c -39c- 47c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,000. (Average,  $4,000) 

Providence  Gives 

,200  to  'Wanted' 
Providence,  Oct.  31..— The  RKO 

Albee,  showing  "They  Knew  What 
They  Wanted"  and  "Pop  Always 
Pays,"  garnered  $8,200.  The  Strand, 
with  "Moon  Over  Burma"  and  "The 
World  in  Fames,"  took  $6,400. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  23-24: "They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Pop  Always  Pays"  (RKO) 

RKO    ALBEE— (2,239)    (28c-49c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $8,200.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE^-(3,232)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $9,800.    (Gross,  $11,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) "Pier  13"  (ZOth-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)   (28c-39c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.    Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
STRAND— (2,200)    (28c-39c-50c)    7  days, Gross:  $6,400.     (Average,  $6,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "Glamour  For  Sale"  (Col.) 
CARLTON—  (1,560)    (28c-39c-50c)    7  days Gross:  $2,100.     (Average,  $3,500) 

"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
METROPOLITAN— (3,045)  (28c-39c-55e- 

75c)    3    days.     Stage    show,  "Funzafire." Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Under  Texas  Skies"  (Rep.) 
"Night  Train"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FAY'S — (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)     7  days. Gross:  $2,500.     (Average,  $2,500) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Baby"   (Univ.)  (3 

days) 

"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.)  (4  days) 
"The  Man  Who  Talked  Too  Much" 

(W.  B.)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE—  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. Gross:  $1,800.    (Average,  $1,700) 

'Dulcy,'  Glen  Gray 

$18,500  in  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Oct.  31. — "Dulcy,"  aided 

by  Glen  Gray  and  his  orchestra  and 
The  Four  Ink  Spots  on  the  stage, 

gave  the  Buffalo  $18,500.  "Melody 
and  Moonlight"  and  a  stage  show 
with  Hollywood  stars  at  the  Twen- 

tieth Century  made  $15,800. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  26: "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

BUFFALO— (3,489)    (3Sc-40c-60c)   7  days. 
Glen  Gray  and  Casa  Loma  Orchestra  on 
stage,  with  the  Four  Ink  Spots,  Lorraine 
and    Rognan    and    Betty    Bruce.  Gross: 
$18,500.     (Average,  $12,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (35c- 55c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,400.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)  (35c-SOc)  7  days, 2nd  run.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $6,800) 

"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY — (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-44c)  7  days.  Stage  show  with  George 
Jessel,  Lois  Andrews,  Rochelle  Hudson, 
Jean  Parker,  Isabel  Jewell,  Lya  Lys, 
Betty  Jane  Cooper,  Jean  Gary  and  Mario Silva.  Gross:  $15,800.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"The  Leatherpushers"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE — (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $5,400.    (Average,  $6,300) 

Technicolor  Dividend 
Directors  of  Technicolor,  Inc.,  yes- 

terday declared  a  dividend  of  25  cents 
a  share,  payable  Nov.  15  to  stock- 

holders of  record  Nov.  7.  On  June 
15  the  company  declared  50  cents. 

K.  C.  Ball  Committees 
Kansas  City,  Oct.  31. — Earl 

Jameson,  general  chairman  of  the 
Movie  Ball  which  will  be  held  at  Pla- 
Mor  here  Nov.  22,  has  named  the  fol- 

lowing committees  :  Publicity — Jay 
Means,  Arthur  Cole,  R.  R.  Biechele, 
Jack  Moffitt,  Landon  Laird,  Lowell 
Lawrence,  W.  P.  Bernfield,  and  Senn 
Lawler.  Advertising — George  Baker, 
Don  Davis,  Lee  Jones,  J.  W.  McCon- 
nell,  and  Jack  Stewart.  Program — Homer  Blackwell,  Jack  Gregory,  H. 
J.  Griffith,  Finton  Jones,  and  Leo 
Finkelstein.  Decorations — Ward  Scott 
and  the  Cinema  Club.  Table  Reserva- 

tions— T.  R.  Thompson,  Leon  Abra- 
ham and  James  Lewis. 

'Howards'  Is 

Seattle  High 

With  $7,200 

Seattle,  Oct.  31.— "The  Howards 
of  Virginia"  tallied  $7,200  at  the  Lib- 

erty. "City  for  Conquest"  at  the  Or- pheum took  $7,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  25 : "Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 

"The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FIFTH  AVENUE^(2,50O)  (30c-40c-50c- 

65c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,700.  (Av- erage, $7,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (U.  A.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)      (30c -40c -50c -65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $7,200.     (Average,  $5,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX — (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $2,900.  (Average, 

$4,000) "City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"   (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM-(2,450)  (30c-4Oc-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,500.     (Average,  $6,000) "River's  End"  (W.  B.) 

"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
PALOMAR — (1,500)  (30c-4Oc-5Oc)  7  days. 

Vaudeville  headed  by   Sid   Page.  Gross: 
$5,000.      (Average,  $5,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT — (3,050)  (3Oc-4Oc-50c)  7 days.     Gross:  $5,800.     (Average,  $6,000) 

'Rockne'  Captures 

$12,300,  Cincinnati 
Cincinnati  Oct.  31.  —  "Knute 

Rockne  —  All  American"  garnered 
$12,300  at  the  RKO  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  25: 

"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
RKO     ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"Knute  Rockne>-All  American"  (W.  B.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $12,300.  (Average,  $10,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $3,400.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  CAPITOL— (2,000)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,700.  (Average 

$5,500) "Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
RKO    GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week    Gross:  $5,400. 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
RKO    LYRIC  —  (1,400)     (28c-33c-42c)  7 days.    Gross:  $2,600.    (Average,  $4,500) 

"Man  from  Monterey"  (W.  B.) 
"Sailor's  Lady"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. Gross:  $1,200.    (Average,  $1,200) 

"Military  Academy"  (Col.) 
"Gay  Caballero"  (ZOth-Fox) 
RKO'  FAMILY— (1,000)  (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $800.  (Average, 

days. 

'Argentine'  Scores 

$10,500,  Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  31.  —  The  Alvin 

took  $10,500  with  "Down  Argentine 
Way,"  and  Loew's  Penn  drew  $13,000. Estimated  takings  for  week  ending 
Oct.  24: "Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ALVIN  —  (1,800)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $7,000) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
FULTON— (1,700)    (28c-44c)   7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
LOEW'S    PENN—  (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
RITZ— (800)    (28c-39c-55c)    7    days,  3rd week.  Gross:  $2,800.  (Average,  $3,500) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
SENATOR— (1,700)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 3rd  week.  Gross:  $1,800.  (Average,  $2,500) 

"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY—  (3,600)    (28c-39c-55c)   7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
"Comin'   Round   the   Mountain"  (Para.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$4,400.  (Average,  $5,000). 
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FCC  Grants 

Commercial 

FM  Permits 

Washington,  Oct.  31. — The  first  of 
the  long-awaited  licenses  for  commer- 

cial operation  of  frequency  modulation 
stations  were  granted  by  the  FCC  to- 

day to  15  stations  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  In  New  York  City,  NBC, 
WHN  and  William  Finch  were  grant- 

ed the  right  to  operate  commercial 
FM  stations.  Frequency  Broadcasting 
Corp.  was  granted  a  license  for  Brook- 

lyn. Commercialization  goes  into  ef- 
fect Jan.  1. 

The  FCC  is  expected  to  act  rapidly 
on  other  pending  applications  in  order 
to  make  possible  early  commercializa- 

tion of  the  new  medium.  The  licenses 
issued  today  included  construction  per- 

mits for  new  stations  or  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  existing  facilities.  The  FCC 

disposed  of  slightly  less  than  one-third 
of  pending  applications  today. 

Others  granted  outside  New  York 
City  included  Evening  News  Associa- 

tion, >  Detroit ;  Don  Lee,  Los  Angeles; 
Baton  Rouge  Broadcasting  Co.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. ;  Radio  Service  Corp.  of 
Utah,  Salt  Lake  City;  Zenith  Radio, 
Chicago ;  Yankee  Network,  Mt.  Wash- 

ington N.  H. ;  Journal  Co.,  Milwau- 
kee ;  Evansville  on  the  Air,  Inc., 

Evansville,  Ind. ;  Howitt-Wood  Radio 
Co.,  Inc.,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ;  WBNS, 
Inc.,  Columbus,  O. ;  Capitol  Broad- 

casting Co.,  Inc.,  Schenectady. 

May  Reopen  N.  H. 

Union  Agreement 
New  Haven,  Oct.  31. — Exchange 

employes  are  considering  reopening 
negotiations  on  their  current  contracts, 
signed  for  a  two-year  period  last  No- 

vember, with  the  option  of  reopening 
after  the  first  year.  No  increases  were 
granted  in  the  1939  contracts.  A  meet- 

ing will  be  called  locally  by  President 
Samuel  Zipkin  and  Business  Agent 
Robert  Hoffman. 

Fight  Daylight  Time 
San  Francisco,  Oct.  31. — The  In- 

dependent Theatre  Owners  here  are 
fighting  the  attempt  to  bring  Daylight 
Saving  Time  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 
The  issue  comes  up  for  a  vote  Nov. 
5  and  theatres  in  this  area  are  show- 

ing shorts  ridiculing  the  plan. 

F.C.C.  Cannot  Act 
On  C.I.O.  Protest 

Washington,  Oct.  31.— Fed- 
eral Communications  Com- 

mission officials  said  today 
they  are  without  authority  to 
take  any  action  on  the  protest 
filed  yesterday  by  John  L. 
Lewis  against  the  refusal  of 
KYA,  San  Francisco,  to  renew 
its  contract  with  the  C.I.O. 
It  was  pointed  out  that 

broadcasting  stations  are  not 
common  carriers  and  are 
under  no  compulsion  to  sell 
time,  and  the  commission  has 
no  power  to  interfere  with 
the  contractual  relations  be- 

tween broadcasters  and  pur- 
chasers of  time. 

Off  the  Antenna 

RADIO  stars  who  were  well  known  before  the  first  network  came  into 
existence  will  be  featured  next  Friday  at  8  :30  P.M.  in  a  half-hour  dedi- 

cation program  for  the  new  WEAF  transmitter.  Niles  Trammell,  NBC 
president,  will  pay  tribute  to  the  old  timers  who  include  Graham  McNamee, 
Harold  Sanford,  Harry  Horlick,  the  Silver  Masked  Tenor,  Goldy  &  Dusty, 
May  Singhi  Breen,  Pete  de  Rose  and  the  NBC  Light  Opera  Company. 

Engineers,  too,  will  share  in  the  glory  when  they  make  a  rare  radio  appear- 
ance. When  the  transmitter  is  switched  on  at  8  :45,  master  control  at  Radio 

City  will  speak  to  engineer  staff  at  the  present  Bellmore,  L.  I.,  transmitter 
and  then  to  the  engineers  at  the  new  one  in  Port  Washington,  L.  I.  The 
latest  is  the  fourth  transmitter  for  the  station  since  its  founding  in  1922. 

Purely  Personal:  Norman  Corwin,  CBS  director,  yesterday  addressed  the 
Radio  Workshop  of  Harvard  University  .  .  .  Francia  White's  contract  has 
been  renewed  on  "Telephone  Hour"  over  NBC-Red  .  .  .  Major  Bowes  has 
donated  his  81  foot  yacht  Edmar  and  an  auxiliary  cabin  cruiser,  Edmar,  Jr.,  to 
the  U.  S.  Navy  .  .  .  Minnie  Dupree,  a  silent  film  star,  has  been  signed  for 
"Aunt  Jenny's  Real  Life  Stories"  over  CBS,  Mondays  through  Fridays  at 
11:45  A.M. 

•  •  • 
"Newsroom  of  the  Air,"  the  nightly  NBC  European  news  roundup  at 

7:15  P.M.,  acquired  its  first  sponsor  Wednesday  night — Remington  Rand 
Co.  which  is  using  the  time  on  behalf  of  its  electric  shavers.  Does  the 
sponsor  know  that  John  W.  Vandercook,  who  conducts  the  show,  wears 
a  fine,  full-sized  beard? •  •  • 

Kay  Kyser,  whose  "College  of  Musical  Knowledge"  program  will  be  one of  those  seriously  affected  by  the  elimination  of  all  Ascap  music  after  Jan._  1, 
experimented  with  BMI  and  other  non-Ascap  songs  the  other  night.  Finding 
that  the  program  had  been  cancelled  because  of  political  talks,  Kyser  quizzed 
his  studio  audience  which  was  on  hand  anyway,  using  non-Ascap  songs  ex- clusively. 

•  •  • 

United  Artists  last  night  flew  to  the  defense  of  "The  Great  Dictator" after  a  broadcast  by  William  L.  Shirer,  CBS  Berlin  correspondent,  which 

reported  a  German  radio  claim  that  the  Chaplin  film  was  playing  to  "half- 
empty  houses."  U.A.  respectfully  requested  a  correction  from  Propaganda Minister  Doktor  Goebbels. 

•  •  • 

The  FCC  will  hold  a  conference  Nov.  29  for  assignment  of  frequencies 

for  the  exclusive  use  of  electro-medical  apparatus.  It  is  hoped  that  the  assign- 
ment of  exclusive  frequencies  will  not  only  eliminate  interference  with  radio 

and  television  but  also  will  promote  the  use  of  the  medical  machines. 

Theatre  Changes 

FCC  to  Confer 

On  Standards 

Of  Television 

Brandt  Handles  Bookings 

Buying  and  booking  for  seven  the- atres of  the  Harry  Doniger  and 
Jayem  circuits  in  New  Jersey  are  now 
being  handled  by  the  Harry  Brandt 
office.  They  are  the  Colony,  Union 
City;  Embassy,  Bayonne ;  Grant  Lee, 
Palisades;  Savoy,  Woodcliffe,  and 
the  Mayfair,  Rialto  and  Rivoli,  West 
New  York. 

Takes  New  Jersey  House 
The  Robane  Corp.  is  the  new  oper- 

ator of  the  Highbridge,  Highbridge, 
N.  J.  George  W.  Leonard  is  president 
of  the  company. 

Herbert  Takes  House  Here 
The  Amsterdam  Amusement  Co.,  of 

which  Mack  S.  Herbert  is  president, 
is  the  new  operator  of  the  Iris,  1763 
Amsterdam  Ave.,  Manhattan. 

To  Remodel  K.  C.  Newman 

Kansas  City,  Oct.  31. — Paramount 
shortly  will  begin  remodeling  of  the 
Newman,  which  has  been  substantially 
unchanged  since  its  erection  in  1918. 
Changes  planned  include  a  new  mar- 

quee and  upright,  enlarging  the  inner lobby. 

Manages  N.  C.  Houses 
Charlotte  N.  C,  Oct.  31. — Sandy 

Jordan,  former  manager  of  the 
Broadway  here,  is  now  managing 
two  theatres  in  Lexington,  N.  C. 

Build  Ontario  House 
Toronto,  Oct.  31. — A  larger  the- atre has  been  built  in  Collingwood, 

Ont.,  by  the  Allen  circuit  to  replace 
the  Royal,  a  250-seat  house  which  has 
been  in  operation  for  years.  The  new 
Royal  will  have  850  seats  and  will  be 
built  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  Jack  Wel- 
lard,  formerly  of  Toronto,  is  the  man- 

ager. 
Open  St.  Louis  Theatre 

St.  Louis,  Oct.  31. — The  Dakota, 
South  St.  Louis  neighborhood  house 
in  the  circuit  owned  by  Fred  Wehren- 
berg  and  Clarence  Kaimann,  has  re- 

opened after  being  closed  for  most  of 
the  Summer. 

New  Libson  House  Opened 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  31.  —  The  new 

700-seat  Times,  built  by  Isaac  Lib- 
son  and  associates  on  the  downtown 
site  of  the  aid  Cincinnati  Times-Star 
building,  has  opened.  Policy  is  sub- 

sequent run  on  a  grind  basis,  with 
three  changes  a  week  at  a  20  and  30- 
cent  scale  for  matinee  and  night,  re- 

spectively. R.  J.  Libson  will  be  gen- 
eral manager,  and  Robert  Kinsley, 

now  assistant  at  Keith's,  will  be  man- ager of  the  house. 

Open  Birmingham  House 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Oct.  31.— The 

Jefferson  Theatre  will  open  soon  un- 
der the  direction  of  Ted  Barker,  fol- 

lowing remodeling. 

Washington,  Oct.  31.— The  FCC 
today  arranged  for  a  conference  with 
the  National  Television  Systems  Com- 

mittee early  in  January  to  review  the 
progress  made  on  the  determination 
of  standards  for  television,  but  cau- 

tioned that  it  would  not  at  that  time 
call  for  recommendations  as  to  wheth- 

er standards  should  be  fixed. 
It  was  stressed  that  the  meeting  will 

not  be  in  the  nature  of  a  hearing  but 
at  the  same  time,  the  commission  an- 

nouncement stated  that  the  meeting 
would  be  open  to  the  public. 

All  Companies  Included 
The  NTSC  was  organized  early  this 

Fall  to  study  standards  for  television 
and  make  recommendations  for  the  fix- 

ing of  standards.  It  is  composed  of 
members  from  all  companies  interested 
in  the  new  medium.  W.  R.  G.  Baker, 
chairman,  has  stated  frequently  that 
the  committee  would  seek  to  make  all 
its  findings  before  Jan.  1.  The  FCC 
has  been  cooperating  with  the  commit- tee from  time  to  time. 

Fixing  of  standards  is  regarded  by 
the  FCC  as  a  necessary  preliminary 
step  to  the  granting  of  licenses  for 
commercial  operation  of  television 
stations. 

FCC  Hearing  Nov.  7 

On  3  Applications 
Washington,  Oct.  31.— The  Fed- eral Communications  Commission  will 

hold  a  hearing  Nov.  7  on  three  appli- 
cations for  new  broadcasting  stations 

at  Riverside,  Cal. 
The  applications  were  filed  by  the 

Broadcasting  Corp.  of  America,  seek- 
ing a  1,390-kilocycle,  1,000-watt  sta- tion ;  Mollin  Investment  Co.,  asking  a 

1,390-kilocycle,  500-watt,  daytime  sta- 
tion, and  Riverside  Broadcasting  Co., 

planning  a  1,420-kilocycle,  250-watt 
station. 

Also  on  Nov.  7,  the  commission  has 
scheduled  oral  argument  on  the  ap- 

plications of  J.  D.  Falvey  for  a  new 
1,210-kilocycle,  100-watt  •  station  at 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  the  L.  &  M. 
Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  station  in  the 
same  city  and  on  the  same  frequency, 
but  with  100  watts  night,  250  watts 

day. 

Crosley  Reports  Loss 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  31.- — The  Crosley 

Corp.,  operator  of  WLW,  WSAI  and international  short  wave  station 
WLWO  and  manufacturer  of  receiv- 

ers and  other  electrical  apparatus,  re- 
ported a  net  loss  of  $509,910  for  the 

first  nine  months  of  this  year  as  com- 
pared with  a  net  profit  of  $153,376  for 

the  same  period  last  year. 

Appeal  RKO  Allowance 
Appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court 

of  Appeals  from  a  decision  of  Federal 
Judge  William  Bondy  which  disal- 

lowed an  application  for  $15,000  al- 
lowances in  the  RKO  reorganization 

proceedings  was  filed  yesterday  in  the 
U.  S.  District  Court  by  Kommel  and 
Rosenberg,  attorneys  for  H.  Cassel and  Co. 
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Equity  Sets 

Sunday  Show 

Start  Today 

Approved  After  20  Years 
As  Major  Issue 

Actors  Equity  council  will  meet 
today  to  set  a  starting  date  for  Sun- 

day shows  in  Broadway  legitimate 
houses  for  an  experimental  period 
to  end  June  1.  After  20  years  as 
a  major  issue,  a  tabulation  of  a 
nationwide  referendum  Friday 
showed  overwhelming  approval  for 
Sunday  performances  by  Equity 
and  Chorus  Equity  members. 

Equity  endorsed  Sunday  shows  at 
the  regular  rate  of  pay,  instead  of 
double,  by  a  majority  of  5>4  to  one, 
with  610  voting  in  the  affirmative,  116 
negative,  and  58  ballots  invalid. 
Chorus  Equity  gave  Sunday  shows  a 
two-to-one  majority,  with  almost  all 
the  voting  coming  from  New  York 
and  most  of  the  opposition  from  em- 

ployed members.  The  junior  member- 
ship of  Equity,  consisting  of  those 

whose  professional  careers  have  not 
been  sufficiently  long  to  give  them 

{Continued  on  page  4) 

Retain  Proskauer 

In  Goldwyn  Action 
Joseph  M.  Proskauer  has  been  re- 

tained by  United  Artists  as  special 
counsel  for  the  Samuel  Goldwyn 
breach  of  contract  action  against  the 
company.  O'Brien,  Driscoll  &  Raf- 
tery  and  Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  regu- 

lar counsel  for  United  Artists,  con- 
tinue as  associate  counsel  in  the  case. 

United  Artists  will  move  for  dis- 
missal of  the  Goldwyn  action  in  the 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Publicity  Staffs 
Listed  with  NLRB 
The  Screen  Publicists  Guild 

on  Saturday  filed  with  the 
N.L.R.B.  names  of  advertising 
and  publicity  employes  in 
seven  major  companies  home 
offices,  preparatory  to  seeking 
to  be  declared  the  bargaining 
agency.  Similar  lists  will  be 
filed  by  the  companies,  then 
conferences  will  be  held  to 
determine  the  type  of  em- 

ployes to  be  included  in  each 
bargaining  unit.  Affected  are 
Columbia,  Warners,  Par- 

amount, United  Artists,  RKO, 
M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Fox. 

Sears  Calls  Meet 
To  Discuss  Decree 

Sales  executives  of  the  five 
major  companies  which  are 
parties  to  the  decree  are  be- 

ginning to  discuss  with  their 
staffs  changes  in  distribution 
which  will  be  required  under 
the  new  rules.  Gradwell  L. 

Sears,  Warners'  general  sales 
manager,  has  called  a  meet- 

ing of  district  managers  and 
others  to  be  held  at  the  home 
office,  this  week,  at  which  the 
matter  will  be  taken  up.  In- 

formal discussions  have  been 
held  by  all  executives. 

Democratic  Motion 

Picture  Rally  Today 
Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 

Walker,  Gov.  Herbert  H.  Lehman 
and  Dorothy  Thompson,  Herald  Tri- 

bune columnist,  will  be  the  principal 
speakers  at  a  luncheon  rally  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Division  of  the  Demo- 

cratic National  Committee  at  the  Ho- 
tel Astor  today.  The  demand  for 

tickets  has  been  so  great  that  the 
committee  had  to  take  over  the  grand 
ballroom  for  the  function,  it  was  an- nounced. 

COMPANIES'  S
UIT 

COST  $2,500,00
0 

Changes  Made 

In  Text  of  Decree 

And  Arbitration 

THE  following  addition,  per- taining to  the  rules  of  arbitra- 
tion, has  been  made  to  the  decree. 

It  is  an  addition  to  the  rider,  fol- 
lowing the  first  paragraph  of  Sub- 

division 7,  Section  XXII,  Page  47 : 
"If  any  member  of  the  Appeal 

Board  is  disqualified  from  passing 
upon  any  appeal,  or  is  temporarily 
unable,  because  of  illness,  absence  or 
other  cause,  to  act  as  a  member  of 
the  Appeal  Board,  the  Court  may  on 
application  of  one  or  more  members 
of  the  Appeal  Board  appoint  another 
person  of  known  impartiality  and  dis- 

tinction to  act  as  a  temporary  mem- 
ber of  the  Appeal  Board  in  place  of 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Bernstein,  Warner  Again 

Head  Federation  Drive 

David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  and  Maj. 
Albert  Warner,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of 
Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc., 
this  year  again 
will  head  the 
fund  raising 
campaign  in  the 
amusement  divi- sion of  the  New 
York  and  Brook- 

lyn Federations 
of  Jewish  Char- ities. Former 
Judge  Joseph 
Proskauer,  chief 
of  the  general 
drive  of  the 
Federation, 
made  this  an- 

nouncement Friday  at  an  organization 
meeting  of  the  amusement  committee 
at  the  Hotel  Astor.  About  65  at- 
tended. 
Judge  Proskauer,  David  Bernstein 

and  Paul  Felix  Warburg  spoke  on  the 
aims  of  the  1940  drive.  The  speakers 
cited  that  the  1939  campaign  ended 
with  an  amount  which  was  $1,000,000 

David  Bernstein 

below  the  campaign  goal.  Additional- 
ly, the  Federation  itself  ended  the  fis- 
cal year  with  a  deficit  of  approximate- 
ly $750,000,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of 

those  behind  the  1940  drive  to  try  and 
make  up  these  amounts. 

All  were  urged  to  try  and  convince 
contributing  members  to  increase  by 
one-third,  if  possible,  the  amounts which  they  gave 

last  year.  Bar- 
ney Balaban, 

president  of  Par- 
amount, Bern- 

stein and  Leo- 
pold Friedman 

of  Loew's  were among  those 
cited  as  having 
indicated  that 

they  will  in- crease their  con- tributions. 
It  was  stated 

by  Bernstein that  William 

Paley,  president 
of  CBS,  would contribute  $17,500. 

Speakers  stressed  the  non-sectarian 
character  of  the  assistance  which  the 

(Continued  on  page  2) 

Albert  Warner 

Changes  in  Arbitration 
Rules  Completed;  Await 
Washington  Approval 

The  cost  to  the  eight  major  com- 
panies of  the  Government  anti-trust suits  filed  against  them  from  June 

20,  1938,  to  date  is  estimated  by 
industry  attorneys  at  more  than 

$2,500,000. Meanwhile,  changes  in  the  rules 
of  arbitration,  supplementing  the 

consent  decree,  which  were  under- taken last  week  by  Government 
and  defense  attorneys  and  repre- 

sentatives of  the  American  Arbitra- tion Association,  were  completed 
on  Friday  and  sent  to  Washington 
for  approval.  The  rules  are  now said  to  be  in  final  form. 
The  estimate  of  defense  costs  in- 

cludes those  for  defending  the  Buffa- 
lo, Nashville  and  Oklahoma  City  ac- 

tions, in  addition  to  the  New  York 
suit  and  legal  costs  to  the  five  con- 

senting companies  of  participating  in 
the  negotiations  and  drafting  of  the 
consent  decree. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  attor- 
neys' fees  account  for  more  than  half 

of  the  estimated  cost.  Including  the 
out-of-town  counsel  retained  to  defend 
the  Buffalo,  Nashville  and  Oklahoma 
City  cases,  more  than  80  attorneys 
have  worked  on  the  case  in  prepara- 

tory, trial  or  decree  negotiation  capa- 
cities. Attorneys  retained  in  the  New 

York  suit  include  some  of  the  highest 
priced  counsel  in  the  world. 
Large  staffs  of  special  legal  and 

clerical  aides  were  employed  by  most 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Para.  Nine-Month 
Profit  Is  $4,810,000 

Paramount's  net  profit  for  the  nine 
months  ended  Sept.  28,  last,  is  esti- 

mated by  the  company  at  $4,810,000, 
inclusive  of  $1,355,000  representing  its 
share  of  undistributed  earnings  of 
non-consolidated  subsidiaries  and  $88,- 
000  profit  on  purchase  of  its  deben- 

tures. This  compares  with  earnings  of  §2,- 
840,000  for  the   corresponding  1939 {Continued  an  page  4) 

No  Paper  Tomorrow 
Motion  Picture  Daily  will 

not  be  published  tomorrow, 
which  is  Election  Day. 
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Personal 

Mention 

MAURICE  SILVERSTONE  and Charles  Schwartz  will  leave 
for  the  Coast  Thursday.  Lynn  Far- 
nol  will  leave  on  Wednesday  to  ar- 

range for  the  Hollywood  premiere  of 
"The  Great  Dictator." • 

Harry  Cohn,  Columbia  president, 
left  for  the  Coast  by  plane  over  the 
weekend. 

David  O.  Selznick  plans  to  leave 
for  the  Coast  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

• 
Cliff  Work  left  for  the  Coast  over 

the  weekend  following  a  brief  home 
office  visit. 

Adolph  Zukor  will  leave  for  the 
Coast  on  Friday. 

Louis  Phillips  will  return  to  the 
city  today  from  Madison,  Wis. 

• 
Robert  M.   Gillham,  director  of 

advertising  and  publicity   for  Para- 
mount, will  leave  tomorrow  to  visit 

the  Fleischer  Studio  in  Miami. 
• 

William  C.  Gehring,  Central  di- 
vision manager  for  20th  Century-Fox, 

is  expected  back  from  Chicago  today. 
• 

E.  C  Raftery  will  return  to  the 
city  today  from  Manchester,  N.  H. 

• 

James  R.  Grainger,  president  of 
Republic,  has  returned  from  Cincin- nati. 

Dave  Palfreyman  of  the  Hays  of- 
fice is  back  from  Columbus. 

Ray  V.  Wemple  of  Metropolitan 
Playhouses  will  return  from  a  Coast 
vacation  early  this  week. 

• 

Ruth  Rich,  secretary  to  Gus  Eys- 
sell  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  is  on 
a  cruise. 

'Zorro'  Opens  at  Two 
Cincinnati  Houses 

Reopens  Hearings 
On  RKO  Allowances 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  on 

Friday  reopened  hearings  on  allow- 
ances in  RKO  reorganization  proceed- 

ings awarded  to  George  L.  Schein,  at- 
torney for  the  Schein  protective  stock- 

holders' Committee ;  David  Stock,  at- 
torney for  H.  Cassel  and  Co. ;  and 

Abel  Gottheimer  and  Bernard  Bercu, 
accountants  for  Schein.  They  claimed 
that  the  awards  granted  by  Judge 
Bondy  were  inadequate  for  their  serv- 

Mexicans  Applaud 

English  Newsreel 
Mexico  City,  Nov.  3.— The 

British  Olympic  Newsreel,  a 
new  subject  here,  is  being  ac- 

corded such  public  response 
that  many  theatres  are  fea- 

turing it.  This  demonstrates 
a  pro-British  swing  on  the 
part  of  Mexicans.  The  reel  is 
frequently  applauded. 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  3. — With  elabo- 
rate festivities,  "The  Mark  of  Zorro," 20th  Century-Fox  film,  had  its  world 

premiere  at  the  RKO  Shubert  and 
Albee  here  Friday  evening. 

The  opening  was  held  here  because 
Tyrone.  Power,  star  of  the  film,  is  a 
native  son.  Power,  his  wife,  Anna- 
bella,  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Patia 
Power,  attended.  There  was  a  three 
day  celebration,  a  costume  ball  and 
five  radio  broadcasts,  including  the 
Kate  Smith  Hour  and  Vox  Pop  on 
CBS. 

Present  from  the  home  office  were 
Herman  Wobber,  general  sales  man- 

ager ;  William  Sussman,  Eastern  di- 
vision manager ;  Charles  E.  McCar- 

thy, advertising  and  publicity  direc- 
tor ;  Rodney  Bush,  publicity  mana- 
ger ;  Earl  Wingart,  Edward  Solomon 

and  Roger  Ferri.  George  Roberts, 
district  manager,  attended  from  Cleve- land. 

Brandt,  Murtha  on 

Draft  Appeal  Boards 
Harry  Brandt,  head  of  Brandt 

Theatres  and  president  of  the  New 
York  I.T.O.A.,  has  been  named  by 
Gov.  Herbert  H.  Lehman  as  a  mem- 

ber of  the  Selective  Service  Board  of 
Appeal  for  District  6  comprising  parts 
of  New  York  and  Richmond  counties. 
Thomas  Murtha,  head  of  Brooklyn 
Stagehands  Union,  Local  4,  and  pre- 

sident of  the  N.  Y.  Central  Trades 
and  Labor  Council,  was  named  to  the 
board  of  District  13,  Queens  County. 

Gabriel  Pascal  Due 

To  Confer  with  U.  A. 
Gabriel  Pascal,  British  producer,  is 

due  here  by  clipper  about  Dec.  IS  to 
set  release  details  with  United  Artists 
of  "Major  Barbara,"  which  he  has 
just  completed  at  Denham  studios. 
He  will  return  to  England  in  January 
to  start  preparation  on  two  other 
George  Bernard  Shaw  plays,  "St. 
Joan"  and  "The  Devil's  Disciple." 

Quigley  Trophy  to 
Consolidated  Team 

Quigley  Publications'  annual baseball  trophy  was  presented 
Friday  evening  to  the  Con- solidated Film  Industries 
team,  champion  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Baseball  League.  The 
presentation  was  at  a  dinner 
of  the  League  at  Studio  Inn 
in  Weehawken,  N.  J. 

New  York  Critics 

Applaud  ' Escape* New  York's  daily  newspaper  critics 
are  unanimous  in  their  praise  of 
M-G-M's  production  of  "Escape." 

Indicative  phrases  from  the  reviews 
include :  "Crackles  like  vitality" — 
Times;  "Moves  with  surprising  speed" 
— Mirror;  "Makes  all  other  anti- 
Nazi  pictures  from  Hollywood  seem 
pallid" — Nezvs;  "Forthright  and  en- 

grossing screen  adaptation" — Herald 
Tribune;  "A  fine  movie,  a  great  melo- 

drama"— PM;  "A  heart-stopping 
thriller" — Post;  "Exciting  as  all  hell, 
acting  is  superb" — World-Telegram; 
"A  strong  story,  excellently  acted" — Journal  American. 

Fairbanks  Stock 

Appraisal  Awaited 
An  appraisal  of  the  value  of  the  late 

Douglas  Fairbanks's  one-fifth  stock interest  in  United  Artists  is  scheduled 
to  be  completed  soon  by  the  California 
estate  tax  appraisal  division  in  pro- 

bate court,  Los  Angeles.  The  ap- 
praisal is  believed  to  be  the  first  offi- 

cial valuation  on  United  Artists  stock 
ever  to  be  made.  The  stock  is  private- 

ly held. 

Roxy  37Y2-Cent  Dividend 
The  board  of  Roxy  Theatre,  Inc., 

on  Friday  declared  a  quarterly  divi- 
dend of  37y2  cents  a  share  on  the 

preferred  stock,  payable  Nov.  30  to 
stockholders  of  record  Nov.  16. 

Bernstein,  Warner  Again 

Head  Federation  Drive 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Federation,  and    its    116  institutions 
render  in  New  York  City. 
Various  subcommittees  with  their 

chairmen  and  co-chairmen  are  now  be- 
ing formed  to  aid  Bernstein  and  War- 
ner in  fulfilling  the  amusement  divi- 

sion's goal.  It  was  stated  the  divi- 
sion's goal  will  be  substantially  more 

than  the  $150,000  raised  in  1939. 

Vice-Chairmen  Appointed 

Several  vice-chairmen  will  assist 
Bernstein  and  Warner  in  the  drive. 
These  are  Barney  Balaban,  president 
of  Paramount,  Maurice  Silverstone, 
chief  of  world-wide  operations  of 
United  Artists;  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
president  of  Universal ;  Jack  Cohn, 
vice-president  of  Columbia  Pictures, 
and  George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of RKO. 

Every  film  company  and  exhibitor 
group  will  be  served  by  a  subcommit- 

tee composed  of  its  own  executives 

and  employes.  Subcommittees  will 
also  function  in  allied  fields,  including 
accessories,  importers,  publications, 
agents  and  artists,  lawyers,  night 
clubs,  composers,  radio  companies  and 
legitimate  theatres. 

Those  at  Meeting 

Among  those  attending  the  meeting 
were  Martin  Quigley,  Jack  Alicoate, 
Barney  Balaban,  Judge  Proskauer,  Da- vid Bernstein,  Paul  Felix  Warburg, 
Maj.  Albert  Warner,  Jules  Brulatour, 
Ralph  Poucher,  Toby  Gruen,  Leopold 
Friedman,  Charles  Sonin,  Joseph  Vo- 
gel,  Maurice  Bergman,  Nate  Spingold, 
Max  Seligman,  William  Klein,  Arthur 
H.  Israel,  Joseph  Seidelman,  Malcolm 
Kingsberg,  Sam  Shain,  Leon  Gold- 

berg, Irving  Barry,  Aubrey  Schenck, 
George  Morris,  Bertram  Lebhar,  J. 
Allan  Danzig,  Louis  Frisch,  Harold 
Rodner,  Harry  Buxbaum,  Joe  Lee, 
Edward  N.  Rugoff,  George  P.  Skou- 
ras,  A.  P.  Waxman  and  Leo  Brecher. 

Court  in  Pa.  Rules 

Bank  Night  Illegal 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  3. — In  an  im- 
portant decision,  the  Pennsylvania 

State  Superior  Court  ruled  that  Bank 
Night  in  theatres  is  illegal. 
The  high  tribunal  upheld  a  decision 

of  the  Beaver  County  courts  against 
J.  C.  Lund,  who  operates  two  houses  | 
in  Aliquippa  and  was  convicted  last  I 
March  for  setting  up  and  operating  a/#v 
lottery.  He  was  fined  $500  and  ap-V^j  - 
pealed  the  court's  findings,  contending 
the  lottery  element  was  ruled  out  since 
some  patrons  attended  the  drawings 
on  passes  and  had  the  same  chance  of  J 
winning  as  those  paying  a  regular  ad- mission. 

Kansas  City  Union 

Signs  New  Contract 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  3. — One-year contracts  with  independents,  Fox 

Midwest,  and  downtown  first  runs 
have  been  signed  by  the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E. 
operators'  local  here,  according  to 
Walter  Croft,  business  agent,  on  his 
return  from  New  York,  where  part 
of  the  contracts  were  finally  negoti- ated. The  contracts  expire  Aug.  31, 1941. 

Columbia  Employes 

Club  Party  Tonight 
The  annual  dinner  dance  of  the 

Columbian  Club,  Columbia  Pictures 
home  office  employes'  organization, will  be  held  tonight  in  the  Century 
Room,  Hotel  Commodore.  Philip 
Weissman,  club  president,  is  in  charge. 
The  program  will  be  headed  by  Sam- 

my Kaye  and  his  orchestra. 

RKO  Passes  Third 

Preferred  Dividend 

The  third  dividend  on  RKO's  new 
six  per  cent  preferred  stock  was  pass- 

ed by  the  company's  board  of  directors at  a  meeting  on  Friday. 
As  of  Oct.  31,  dividends  accumu- 

lated and  unpaid  on  the  stock  amount- 
ed to  $4.50  per  share,  or  approxi 

mately  $576,000. 

Johnston  Leaves  Para. 
Hollywood,  Nov.  3.  —  Richard  L. 

Johnston,  Paramount  studio  produc- 
tion manager,  resigned  over  the  week- 

end. He  will  be  succeeded  by  his  as- 
sistant, George  Berthelon. 
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Feature  Review 

"East  of  the  River" 
{Warners) 

A  story  by  John  Fante  and  Ross  Willis,  adapted  by  Fred  Niblo,  Jr., 
this  is  basically  a  variation  of  a  familiar  theme  but,  as  told  with  John 
Garfield  as  a  gangster,  it  is  an  interest-holding  drama.  Alfred  E.  Green 
directed  and  Harlan  Thompson  acted  as  associate  producer. 

Marjorie  Rambeau  appears  as  Garfield's  mother,  an  Italian  restaurant 
v>.owner,  while  William  Lundigan  is  her  adopted  son.    Brenda  Marshall 
1  and  George  Tobias  are  good,  and  on  the  whole  the  acting  is  convincing. 

Garfield  and  Lundigan  are  at  first  law-breaking  youngsters.  Years 
later  Lundigan  is  seen  as  an  honor  college  graduate  and  Garfield,  a 
gangster,  just  being  released  from  prison.  With  Miss  Marshall,  Garfield 

j  joins  his  family  and  then  settles  matters  with  those  who  allegedly  framed 
him.    Miss  Marshall  and  Lundigan  in  the  meantime  fall  in  love  and 
marry. 

A  prologue  describes  the  locale  as  "Little  Italy,"  New  York.  The 
settings  are  effective. 

Running  time,  73  minutes.   "G."  * 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

NAB  to  Consider 

Free  Air  Offers 

Washington,  Nov.  3. — Giveaways 
and  free  offers  over  the  air,  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  vigorous  pro- 

test by  exhibitors  as  competition  to 
theatres,  will  be  discussed  at  a  meet- 

ing of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  Code  Committee  at  a 
special  meeting  in  Chicago  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Time  limitation  on  commercial  an- 
nouncements also  will  be  considered. 

Edgar  Bill,  committee  chairman,  is- 
sued the  call  for  the  meeting. 

Neville  Miller  NAB  president,  an- 
nounced the  personnel  of  the  commit- 

tee for  the  coming  year.  Besides  Bill, 
who  is  with  WMBD,  Peoria,  the 
committee  includes  Gilson  Gray,  CBS  ; 
Frank  Mullen,  NBC;  Theodore  C. 
Streibert,  MBS  ;  Earl  J.  Glade,  KSL, 
Salt  Lake  City;  Hugh  A.  L.  Halff, 
WOAI,  San  Antonio;  Henry  P. 
Johnson,  WSGN,  Birmingham ;  J.  O. 
Maland,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  and  Cal- 

vin J.  Smith,  KFAC,  Los  Angeles. 

Levy  Host  at  Party 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  3. — Nat  Levy, 

eastern  district  manager  for  RKO, 
will  play  host  to  local  employes  at 
their  second  social  function  of  the 
season  tomorrow  at  North  Hills 
Country  Club.  Headed  by  Branch 
Manager  Charles  Zagrans,  exchange 
employes  and  a  few  invited  guests  will 
be  present. 

Kirhy  Leaves  NAB 

For  U.  S.  Army  Post 
Washington,  Nov.  3.  —  Ed 

Kirby,  director  of  public  rela- 
tions for  the  National  Asso- 

ciation of  Broadcasters,  has 
been  given  a  leave  of  absence 
to  establish  and  direct  the 
Army's  radio  department  in its  public  relations  division. 
Plans  of  the  Army  general 
staff  call  for  separate  organi- 

zations for  films,  radio  and 
the  press. 

Paley  to  Tour  S.  A. 
On  Radio  Survey 
William  S.  Paley,  CBS  pres- 

ident, accompanied  by  Paul 
W.  White,  director  of  public 
affairs;  Edmund  Chester,  new- 

ly appointed  director  of  Latin- 
American  relations,  and  Mrs. 
Paley  will  leave  Thursday  on 
a  six-weeks  tour  of  nine  Latin- 
American  countries  to  deter- 

mine Latin- American  tastes  in 
radio  programs,  the  number 
and  distribution  of  receiving 
sets  and  similar  data.  Paley 
disclosed  at  the  same  time 
that  the  two  new  50,000-watt 
international  short-wave 
transmitters  will  be  ready  for 
operation  by  Sept.  1. 

Unions' ' Fantasia' 
Dispute  Is  Settled 

The  union  dispute  which  threatened 
to  delay  the  world  premiere  of  Walt 
Disney's  "Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway Nov.  13  was  amicably  settled  between 
the  two  unions  involved  over  the 
weekend,  permitting  the  opening  to 
go  on  as  scheduled. 
Under  the  agreement  the  Interna- 

tional Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  will  install  the  new  sound 
equipment  required  for  the  picture  and 
the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.,  second  party  to 
the  dispute,  will  handle  its  mainte- nance. 

Walt  Disney  and  Roy  Disney  are 
expected  to  arrive  from  the  Coast  next 
weekend  to  attend  the  premiere. 

Nathanson  Again 
Governor  of  CBC 

Toronto,  Nov.  3.— N.  L.  Nathan- 
son,  president  of  Famous  Players  Ca- 

nadian Corp.,  has  been  reappointed  to 
the  board  of  governors  of  the  Cana- 

dian Broadcasting  Corp.  for  another 
three-year  term.  Reappointed  with  the 
leading  theatre  executive  of  the  Do- 

minion was  Major  General  Victor 
Odhim,  who  is  now  commanding  Can- 

ada's Second  Division  with  the  army overseas. 
Alan  B.  Plaunt,  one  of  the  original 

members  of  the  CBC  board,  has  re- 
signed in  protest  against  the  policy 

and  management  of  the  network. 

"Plenty  of  excitement  and  action" —  Film  Daily 

"Lots  of  laughs . . .  more  than  usual  serving  of  suspense'1 —  The  Exhibitor 

"Tense  melodrama" — M.  P.  Daily 

Ifp  GOftcjsy 
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Trust  Action 

Cost  Majors 

2,500,000 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
of  the  defendant  companies  for  many 
months,  obtaining  data  in  answer  to 
Government  interrogatories,  interview- 

ing prospective  witnesses  and  investi- 
gating special  sales  and  exhibition 

situations.  The  work,  which  continued 
for  months,  involved  separate  payrolls 
amounting  at  times,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  $15,000  per  week.  A  large  amount 
was  spent  in  addition  for  travelling 
expenses  of  attorneys  and  investiga- tors. 

It  is  believed  that  the  costs  of 
the  suits  will  exceed  $3,000,000 
by  the  time  the  four  actions  are 
dismissed  insofar  as  the  con- 

senting companies  are  concern- 
ed. Defense  costs  of  the  three 

non-consenting  companies  will 
be  continuing  thereafter. 

The  consenting  companies  also  re- 
jected the  proposed  budget  of  $580,000 

for  the  first  year's  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  arbitration  boards  and 
appeals  board,  with  suggestions  for 
downward  revisions  in  a  number  of 
appropriations.  These  suggestions 
may  result  in  lowering  the  budget 
and  may  reduce  the  proposed  salary 
of  the  appeals  board  chairman  from 
the  originally  suggested  $25,000  to 
$20,000  a  year,  and  the  salaries  of  the 
other  two  members  of  the  appeals 
board  from  $20,000  to  $18,000  a  year. 

The  changes  suggested  by  the  com- 
panies are  to  be  discussed  and  prob- 

ably decided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  company  attorneys  and 

representatives  of  the  A.A.A.  today. 
It  was  learned,  however,  that  sev- 

eral as  yet  undetermined  budgetary 
items  may  increase  the  cost  of  the 
boards  to  as  much  or  more  than  the 
original  estimate. 

Retain  Proskauer 

In  Goldwyn  Action 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

near  future  on  the  ground  that  Gold- 
wyn has  failed  to  comply  with  an 

order  issued  by  Federal  Judge  Vin- 
cent L.  Leibell  directing  Goldwyn 

to  state  separate  causes  of  action,  The 
producer  is  represented  by  George  Z. 
Medalie,  who  succeeded  the  late  Max 
D.  Steuer  as  his  attorney. 

Efforts  to  settle  the  action  last 
summer  were  rejected  by  Goldwyn 
after  a  tentative  agreement  had  been 
reached  whereby  United  Artists 
agreed  to  release  him  from  his  dis- 

tribution contract  with  the  company, 
return  "The  Westerner"  to  him  for 
distribution  elsewhere  and  pay  him 
$250,000  in_  return  for  his  United  Ar- 

tists stock  holdings. 

RCA  Net  $1,985,321 
RCA  earnings  for  the  third  quarter 

rose  to  $1,985,321  as  compared  with 
$1,894,224  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  Earnings  for  each  of  13,881,016 
common  shares  amounted  to  8.5  cents 
as  compared  with  7.9  cents  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  Net  profit  for 
the  first  nine  months  amounted  to 
$5,713,943  as  compared  with  $4,066,- 
425  for  the  same  period  in  1939. 

Changes  Made  in  Decree 

And  Rules  of  Arbitration 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  member  so  disqualified  or  unable 
to  act.  The  compensation  of  such 
temporary  member  shall  be  fixed  by 

the  court." 
Revisions  in 
Arbitration  Rules 

Following  are  the  changes  made 
in  the  arbitration  rules  supple- 

mentary to  the  Federal  consent  de- 
cree, which  resulted  in  the  com- 

pletion of  the  document: 

Preamble  (New) :  "Filed  herewith and  made  a  part  of  these  Rules  is  a 
map  showing  the  territory  throughout 
which  the  Arbitration  Tribunal  shall 
have  jurisdiction  (each  of  which  ter- 

ritories is  hereinafter  called  an  Arbi- 
tration District),  and  the  city  in  each 

such  Arbitration  District  in  which  the 
Arbitration  Tribunal  shall  be  located. 
The  Tribunal  having  jurisdiction  in  a 
particular  proceeding  shall  be  the  Tri- 

bunal maintained  pursuant  to  Section 
XXII  of  the  Decree  in  the  Arbitration 

District  in  which  the  complainant's theatre  is  located,  except  that  when  a 
distributor  institutes  an  arbitration 
proceeding  the  Tribunal  having  juris- 

diction shall  be  the  Tribunal  in  the 
Arbitration  District  in  which  the  thea- 

tre involved  is  located. 

"If,  any  time  after  the  fifteenth  day 
following  the  filing  of  the  demand  and 
prior  to  the  appointment  of  an  arbi- 

trator, all  parties  to  a  proceeding  who 
become  parties,  by  intervention  or 
otherwise,  on  or  before  said  fifteenth 
dav  shall  by  written  agreement  select 
another  Tribunal  as  the  Tribunal  hav- 

ing jurisdiction  and  file  such  agree- ment with  the  clerk  of  the  Tribunal 
originally  having  jurisdiction,  juris- 

diction of  the  proceeding  shall  hereby 
be  transferred  to  the  Tribunal  so  se- 

lected. Thereafter  no  further  proceed- 
ings shall  be  had  in  the  Tribunal  origi- 

nally having  jurisdiction  except  that 
the  clerk  thereof  shall  forthwith  de- 

liver notice  of  such  transfer  to  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  and 
shall  forthwith  deliver  the  entire  file 
in  such  proceeding  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Tribunal  so  selected,  who  shall  forth- 

with take  the  action  prescribed  in  Rule 
III  for  the  appointment  of  an  Arbi- 

trator from  the  Panel  of  Arbitrators 

for  his  Tribunal." 
Page  1.  Fourth  paragraph  now 

reads:  "At  the  time  of  filing  the  de- 
mand the  complainant  shall  deliver  to 

the  clerk  of  the  Tribunal  sufficient 
copies  of  the  demand  to  enable  the 
clerk  to  deliver  one  copy  to  each  de- 

fending party  and  to  each  other  ex- 
hibitor and  distributor  named  in  the 

demand,  and  the  clerk  shall  forthwith 
make  such  delivery." 

Paragraph  5  nozv  reads:  "Within seven  days  after  the  date  on  which 
the  clerk  of  the  Tribunal  delivers  a 
copy  of  the  demand  to  a  defending 
party,  such  party  may  .  .  ."  (Continues to  Page  2  without  other  change.) 

Page  2.  First  word  in  seventh  line 

changed  from  "any"  to  "a." 
Second  paragraph:  The  final  sen- 

tence is  added  to  the  paragraph,  there- 
by eliminating  Paragraph  3 :  "The clerk  of  the  Tribunal  shall  forthwith 

deliver  notice  of  each  intervention  to 

each  other  party  to  the  proceeding." 
Page  3.  First  paragraph :  The  word 

"arbitration"  eliminated  from  first 
line ;  the  word  "proceeding"  substi- 

tuted for  the  word  "arbitration"  in 
third  line  and  the  word  "proceeding" 
substituted  for  the  word  "arbitration" in  the  fourth  line. 

Second  paragraph:  Second  sentence 
beginning  "A  period  of  seven  days  . . ." eliminated  in  its  entirety.  Sentence 
following  now  reads :  "If  the  clerk  of the  Tribunal  does  not  receive  the  list 
from  any  party  within  seven  days  after 
the  delivery  of  the  list  to  such  party, 
all  the  names  on  such  list  shall  be 

deemed  acceptable  to  such  party." 
Page  4.  Fourth  paragraph:  The 

word  "also"  inserted  between  the 

words  "Association"  and  "may." 
Page  5.  Third  paragraph,  now 

reads:  "The  arbitrator  shall  fix  the 
time  of  the  beginning  of  the  hearing 
and  may  adjourn  the  hearing  from 

time  to  time." Fifth  paragraph,  second  line:  The 
word  "commencing"  substituted  for 
the  words  "proceeding  with." 

Sixth  paragraph:  The  words  "ap- 
pear personally  and"  are  eliminated. 

Ninth  paragraph,  third  line  nozv 
reads:  "consider  anly  evidence  so  re- ceived and  such  inspections  as  he  may 

make  hereunder." Page  6.  Sixth  line  from  bottom, 
the  word  "the"  substituted  for  the 

word  "a." 

Page  7.  The  following  is  added  to 
the  end  of  the  first  paragraph :  "but 
shall  be  bound  by  the  award." 
Page  8.  Second  paragraph,  second 

line,  the  word  "and"  substituted  for  the 
word  "or."  Fifth  paragraph ;  second 
line  now  reads :  "the  sums  deposit- 

ed .  .  ."  Sixth  paragraph,  third  line : 
the  word  "shall"  substituted  for  the 

word  "must." 
Page  10.  Paragraph  beginning  "Un- less otherwise  directed  by  the  Appeal 

Board,"  now  continues  :  "the  record  on 
appeal  shall  remain  on  file  in  the  Tri- 

bunal until  the  expiration  of  the  time 
for  filing  of  all  briefs  as  provided  in 
Rule  XVI."  Second  paragraph  fol- 

lowing, last  line  now  reads :  "delivery 
of  a  copy  thereof  to  each  other  party." Next  paragraph,  second  line,  the  word 
"each"  substituted  for  "every"  and  in 
last  line  of  same  paragraph  "a  copy" 
is  substituted  for  "of  copies,"  "each" 
for  "the"  and  "party"  for  "parties." 

Last  paragraph,  first  sentence  now 
reads:  "Upon  the  written  agreement 
of  all  parties  the  Appeal  Board 

shall  .  .  ." Page  12.  Fifth  paragraph,  last  three 
lines  now  read:  "binding  on  all  parties 
when  it  is  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Tribunal,  or  ten  days  after  the  decision 
corrected  thereby  was  filed  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Tribunal,  whichever  is 

later." 

Page  13.  Under  Clause  XXII. 
Definitions,  the  following  changes  in 
paragraph  sequence  are  made :  Para- 

graph 2  becomes  Paragraph  4,  and  4 
becomes  2. 

Page  14.  First  paragraph  is  un- 
changed but  the  following  two  para- 

graphs are  eliminated  and  the  fourth 
paragraph  becomes  the  last  paragraph. 

Equity  Sets 

Sunday  Show 

Start  Today 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

voting  privileges,  cast  an  informal  bal- 
lot of  approximately  five-to-one  for 

Sunday  performances.  / 
Sunday  shows  have  been  a  majon 

Equity  problem  since  the  union  was founded.  The  first  membership  meeting, 
in  1920,  voted  against  Sunday  shows 
on  the  ground  that  the  managers  might 
use  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  break 
down  the  maximum  of  eight  shows 
per  week  established  by  the  1919 
strike.  The  problem  continued  j'ear 
after  year.  Finally,  Broadway  pro- 

ducers succeeded  in  having  legislation 
passed  permitting  Sunday  shows  in 
1935  when  other  theatrical  unions  re- 

fused any  longer  to  support  Equity's stand. 
The  statute  provided  that  Sunday 

shows  would  be  permitted  if  the  cast 
received  another  night  off.  Equity, 
however,  in  a  national  referendum 
imposed  the  rule  for  two-eighths  of  a 
week's  pay  for  each  Sunday  show  and 
the  legislation  was,  in  effect,  nulli- 

fied. In  March,  1939,  Equity  approved 
a  national  referendum  provided  the 
consent  of  all  other  unions  to  waive 
double  pay  was  secured.  The  other 
unions,  particularly  the  stagehands, 
balked  and  the  referendum  was  never held. 

This  Spring,  the  League  of  New 
York  Theatres  obtained  the  necessary 
waiver  from  the  stagehands.  The 
musicians  and  treasurers,  who  never 
required  extra  pay,  also  agreed.  Ac- 

cordingly in  September  the  Equity 
council  approved  a  referendum  and 
passed  a  resolution  urging  members 
to  support  the  new  move. 

Para.  Nine-Month 
Profit  Is  $4,810,000 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

period,  which  included  $1,355,000  of 
undistributed  earnings  of  subsidiaries 

Paramount's  earnings  for  the  third 
quarter  of  the  current  year  are  esti- 

mated by  the  company  at  $1,726,000, 
inclusive  of  $316,000  of  undistributed 
earnings  of  subsidiaries  and  $22,000 
profit  on  purchase  of  its  debentures. 
The  figure  compares  with  net  of  $710,- 
000,  inclusive  of  $377,000  of  undis- 

tributed earnings  of  subsidiaries,  for 
the  third  quarter  last  year. 

After  deduction  of  $286,614  of  first 
and  second  preferred  dividends  for 
the  quarter,  the  estimated  earnings 
are  equal  to  58  per  cent  per  share  on 
the  2,465,927  shares  of  common,  while 
the  nine  months  estimated  earnings 
are  equivalent  to  $1.60  per  share  on the  common. 

During  the  nine  months  period  the 
company  acquired  a  total  of  $910,000 
par  value  of  its  first  and  second  pre- 

ferred stock  at  a  discount  of  approxi- 
mately $170,000,  which  has  been  cred- 

ited to  a  special  capital  surplus  ac- count. 

Priscilla  Lane  in  Person 
Priscilla  Lane  will  make  personal 

appearances  at  the  Strand,  beginning 
next  Friday,  with  "Tugboat  Annie 
Sails  Again."  She  arrived  over  the 
weekend. 
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Loew  1939-40 

Net  Estimated 

At  $8,850,000 

Equal  to  About  $4.75  Per 
Share  on  Common 

Loew's,  Inc.,  according  to  authori- tative estimates,  will  show  a  net  profit 
of  about  $8,850,000,  for  the  year  ended 

Sept.  1,  after 
setting  up  a  re- serve of  about 
$2,000,000  f  o  r 
conting  e  n  - cies  because  of 
the  foreign  sit- 

uation, and 
after  taxes  and 
the  customary 
deprecia- tion charges. 

After  approx- 
imately $820,000 

for  preferred 
stock  dividends, 
the  net  earn- 

ings would 
.75  per  share  on 

the  common  stock  outstanding. 
These  sources  also  estimate  that  at 

the  present  rate  of  company  earnings, 
the  first  quarter  net  this  year  should 
run  to  about  double  that  of  the  simi- 

lar period  last  year,  when  the  com- 
pany showed  a  net  profit  of  $1,393,456. 

Loew's  earned  $9,841,530,  in  1938- 39,  equal  to  $5.50  per  share  on  the 
outstanding-  common  stock. 

Nicholas  Schenck 

amount  to  about  $ 

No  Final  Proposal 

Yet  on  Money  Pact 
No  final  proposal  for  a  new 

British  monetary  agreement 
has  been  received  from  Lon- 

don, Ambassador  Joseph  P. 
Kennedy  said  yesterday.  Ne- 

gotiations are  continuing,  he 
said,  and  may  be  concluded 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 
Kennedy  is  expected  to 

confer  with  Will  H.  Hays  on 
the  final  arrangements  before 
they  are  made  public. 

Exchange  Serious 

S.A.  Problem:  Gould 

Loss  of  export  markets  due  to  the 
war  is  causing  a  problem  in  limited 
foreign  exchange  in  South  America 
which,  if  not  solved  soon,  will  limit 
the  purchasing  power  in  this  market  of 
all  large  South  American  nations, 
Walter  Gould,  United  Artists  foreign 
department  head,  stated  on  Monday. 

Coincident  with  his  return  to  New 
York  from  a  four-months'  business 
trip  to  South  and  Central  America, 
Mexico  and  Cuba,  Gould's  appoint- ment to  act  as  head  of  the  United 
Artists  foreign  department  was  an- 

nounced on  Monday  by  Maurice  Sil- 
verstone,  chief  executive  of  the  com- 

pany. Motion  Picture  Daily  first 
reported  the  appointment  on  Oct.  16. 

Silverstone's  announcement  said 
that  Thomas  P.  Mulrooney,  foreign 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Key  Grosses  in  Upturn; 

$1,359,400 for  131  Houses 

THEATRE  receipts  in  recent  weeks  showed  a  marked  upturn,  as  the  new 
season  got  well  under  way  and  strong  product  brought  good  returns  at 

the  box-offices  of  key  city  theatres  throughout  the  country. 
A  total  of  131  theatres  in  a  score  of  key  cities  reported  an  aggregate  gross 

of  $1,359,400  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  18-19,  according  to  the  compilation  of 
Motion  Picture  Daily  from  weekly  box-office  reports  of  key  city  houses. 
During  the  week  ending  Sept.  6-7,  a  total  of  131  houses  reported  a  combined 

,  gross  of  $1,545,900,  and  the  following  week  132  key  theatres  grossed  a  total 
of  $1,482,800. 

.  "  The  following  tabulation  indicates  the  total  gross  each  week  and  the  number 
of  theatres  reporting  since  Jan.  1,  1940: 
Jan.  5-6    159  2,077,200 
Jan.  12-13    145  1,333,150 
Jan.  19-20    140  1,453,300 
Jan.  26-27    151  1,507,800 
Feb.  2-3    157  2,171,600 
Feb.  9-10   157  2,025,300 
Feb.  16-17    151  1,785,200 
Feb.  23-24    154  1,777,300 
March  1-2    160  1,810,700 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

ELECTION  SENDS 

GROSSES  DOWN 

Radio  and  Weather  Depress  Business 

Most  Cities;  Broadway  Crowds  Flock 

To  Theatres  for  Evening  Shows 

in 

Election  crowds  stormed  Broadway 
last  night  and  filled  the  theatres  after 
a  spotty  matinee  start.  Business  picked 
up  everywhere  before  the  polls  closed 
at  9  P.  M.  A  New  Year's  Eve  at- 

mosphere was  in  evidence  in  Times 
Square  as  early  as  6  P.  M.  All  houses 
with  stage  shows  did  well. 

"Escape"  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
with  a  stage  show,  will  garner  close 
to  $100,000  in  the  week  ending  to- 

night, and  will  be  held.  This  figure 
is  unusual.  "The  Great  Dictator"  fin- ished a  third  week  at  the  Capitol  and 
Astor  last  night  with  $55,000  and  ca- 

pacity of  $19,000,  respectively,  and continues. 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro,"  with  a  stage 
show,  has  been  strong  at  the  Roxy 
and  will  wind  up  the  week  with  about 
$55,000.  It  will  be  held  until  Nov.  14, 
when  "You'll  Find  Out"  goes  in  with 
Kay  Kyser's  band  on  the  stage.  The 
Roxy  and  Music  Hall  had  big  mati- nees yesterday. 

"Arise  My  Love"  at  the  Para- 
mount, with  a  stage  show  featuring 

Tommy  Reynolds'  band,  Frances Langford  and  Jon  Hall,  finished  its 
third  week  last  night  with  an  esti- 

mated $40,000.  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  opens  today  with  Glen  Gray 
and  his  band  and  Red  Skelton. 

At  the  Strand,  "Knute  Rockne — 
All  American,"  with  Woody  Her- 

man's band  on  the  stage,"  is  expected 
to  do  about  $21,000  in  a  third  week. 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  will 
open  there  Friday  with  Teddy 
Powell's  orchestra. 
"Long  Voyage  Home"  in  a  fourth 

week  at  the  Rivoli  grossed  an  esti- 
mated $10,000.  "Christmas  in  July" opened  pretty  well  yesterday. 

RKO  39-Week  Net 

Profit  Is  $317,186 

Net  profit  of  $317,186  after  all 
charges  is  reported  by  RKO  for  the 
39  weeks  ended  Sept.  28.  No  com- 

parative figure  is  available  for  last 
year  as  the  company  was  in  reorgani- zation then. 

Profits  from  operations  before  de- 
duction of  $1,328,374  for  deprecia- 

tion and  taxes  was  $1,865,142.  In  ad- 
dition, provision  is  made  for  accrued 

dividends  of  $219,581  on  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  preferred  stock  in  the  hands 
of  the  public. 

Theatre  business  in  the  majority  of 
the  cities  was  cut  deeply  yesterday 
as  the  nation  voted  and  then  remained 
close  to  radio  sets  to  hear  the  returns. 

Bad  weather  in  many  sections  con- 
tributed to  a  drop  in  grosses,  which 

ranged  variously  from  10  to  40  per 
cent.    Neighborhoods  were  affected  at 
night  more  than  downtown  first  runs. 

Announcement  of  returns  in 
theatres  was  reported  as  gener- 

ally a  small  offset  to  the  un- precedented radio  barrage,  but 
it    helped    some.     In  Penn- sylvania, the  industry  supported 
the  Sunday  show  referendum 
in  many  localities. 
A  few  spots  reported  small  declines 

or  matinee  increases.    Among  these 
were  Buffalo,  with  strong  films  plus 
stage  shows ;  Providence,  with  mati- nees better  than  average,  and  Miami, 
which  reported  attendance  normal  at 
main  downtown  houses  while  10  per 

cent  off  elsewhere.  Wilmington's  first run  business  was  up  15  to  20  per  cent 
at  matinees  and  normal  at  night,  while 
night  grosses  slipped  25  per  cent  at 
the  neighborhoods.    San  Antonio  re- 

ported business  about  average. 
In  Washington,  D.  C,  the  lone  city 

without  a  vote,  it  was  business  as 
usual  and  theatres  giving  returns 
benefited. 

Additional  business  reports  received 
late  last  night  and  early  this  morning 
were :  Philadelphia,  off  20  to  30  per 
cent ;  Pittsburgh,  light  all  day ;  San 
Francisco  and  Seattle,  sharp  decline ; 
Baltimore,  off  all  day;  Cincinnati, 

poor ;  Columbus,  depressed ;  Mil- waukee, off  10  per  cent  downtown,  25 
per  cent  in  neighborhoods ;  Des 
Moines,  general  slump ;  Omaha,  bad ; 
Birmingham,  off  25  per  cent ;  New 
Orleans,  matinees  normal,  estimated 
30  to  40  per  cent  off  at  night ;  Kansas 

City,  first  runs'  matinees  about  nor- mal, generally  off  at  night ;  New 
Haven,  mostly  bad  Monday  and  Tues- 

day ;  Atlanta,  below  normal ;  Indian- apolis, off  25  per  cent,  mostly  at 
neighborhoods. 

Reviewed  Today 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro,"  "One 
Night  in  the  Tropics,"  "Texas 
Rangers  Ride  Again" — Page  6. "Li'l  Abner,"  "Mayerling  to 

Sarajevo" — Page  8. 
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Election  Returns 

On  Second  Screen 
Providence,  Nov.  5.  —  Au- 

diences in  Loew's  State  to- 
night watched  two  screens, 

one  showing  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator," the  other,  located 

alongside  the  proscenium 
arch,  the  latest  election  re- 

turns. Manager  Ed  McBride 
arranged  for  election  bulle- 

tins by  wire  and  radio  and 
used  a  special  projector  for 
the  extra  screen.  Photographs 
of  the  outstanding  candidates 
in  national,  state  and  local 
contests  were  flashed  with  re- 
turns. 

'Arizona'  Opening 
In  Tucson  Nov.  15 

The  world  premiere  of  Columbia's 
"Arizona"  will  be  held  at  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  on  Nov.  15,  with  a  week  of  lo- 

cal festivities  planned  in  conjunction 
with  the  opening. 

The  film  will  have  a  triple  opening, 
at  the  State  and  Rialto  Theatres  and 
the  Temple  of  Music  and  Art.  Wes- 

ley Ruggles,  director ;  Clarence  Bud- 
dington  Kelland,  author,  and  Jean  Ar- 

thur, William  Holden,  Warren  Wil- 
liam and  other  members  of  the  cast 

will  attend.  The  ceremony  in  the  city 
will  start  the  morning  of  Nov.  15, 
with  state,  county  and  city  officials 
participating.  Mayor  H.  O.  Jaastad 
will  officiate.  A  parade,  luncheon, 
dinner  parties  and  a  reception  on  Nov. 
16  are  included  in  the  program. 

Personal  Mention 

WILLIAM   F.   RODGERS,  M- G-M  general  sales  manager,  will 
arrive  today  from  the  Coast. 

• 
Nicholas    M.    Schenck  arrived 

from  the  Coast  by  plane  on  Monday. 
• 

Lou  Weinberg  and  Vincent  Bor- 
relli,  Columbia  home  office  execu- 

tives, will  leave  for  Gloversville, 
N.  Y.,  today  on  business. • 

T.  J.  Connors,  Eastern  sales  mana- 
ger for  M-G-M,  has  returned  from an  exchange  trip. 

• 
Ben  J.  Robins,  manager  of  the  St. 

Louis  United  Artists  exchange,  is  the 
father  of  a  son,  born  last  week. 

• 

William  Quinlivin,  Warner  Phil- 
adelphia office  manager,  is  improved 

after  a  siege  of  pneumonia. 
• 

Will  H.  Hays  cast  his  ballot  in 
Sullivan,  Ind. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  general manager  of  distribution  for 
Twentieth  Century-Fox,  is  expected 
from  the  Coast  about  Nov.  21. 

Ke  NNiiiH  MacKenna,  M-G-M 
scenario  head,  is  in  town  from  the 
Coast  for  a  two-week  visit. 

• 
Michael  Navas  of  the  Twentieth 

Century-Fox  story  department  here 
and  Sylvia  Schrier  have  announced 
their  engagement. 

• 
Mrs.  Sam  Berg,  wife  of  the  Twen- 

tieth Century-Fox  booker  in  Boston, 
is  recuperating  at  her  home  after  an 
operation. • 
Mary  Ferguson  of  the  Comerford 

Theatres  booking  office  in  Scranton, 
Pa.,  is  recuperating  from  an  appendi- 

citis operation  in  Mercy  Hospital there. 

• 
Lillian  Day,  M-G-M  writer,  has 

returned  from  Hollywood. 

Krieger  Is  Special 

Attorney  for  F.C.C. 
Seymour  Krieger,  Assistant  U.  S. 

Attorney  General  attached  to  the 
Anti-Trust  Division  of  the  Depart- 

ment of  Justice,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  Government's  prosecu- 

tion of  the  industry  anti-trust  suit  for 
the  past  year,  resigned  on  Monday  to 
accept  an  appointment  as  special  coun- sel to  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

•fa  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HAvemeyer6-5000. Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

*t  v 
CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  6:45  am 
The  Plainsman  .    .    .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .    .    .  10:35  pm 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES.?. 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

New  Jersey  Allied 

Will  Form  New  Unit 
A  separate  unit  of  Allied  Theatre 

Owners  of  New  Jersey  is  being  formed 
among  exhibitors  in  the  Southern  part 
of  the  state  under  the  direction  of  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  field  representative. 
A  regional  vice-president  and  a  sec- 

retary for  the  unit  will  be  selected  at 
a  meeting  at  the  Walt  Whitman 
Hotel,  Camden,  on  Nov.  18.  Attend- 

ing will  be  Lee  Newbury,  president  of 
New  Jersey  Allied ;  Harry  H.  Lowen- 
stein,  secretary;  Ralph  Wilkins,  re- 

gional vice-president,  and  others. 
A  meeting,  dinner  and  "recreational 

evening"  will  be  held  by  New  Jersey 
Allied  on  Thursday  at  Harry  Hecht's Ritz  Restaurant,  Passaic. 

I.T.A.  of  Toronto 

Names  New  Board 

^  Toronto,  Nov.  5.— The  Independent Theatres  Association  has  elected  its 
board  of  directors  for  the  fifth  year, 
the  10  members  being  reelected  with 
one  exception,  Harold  Kay  being  re- 

placed by  F.  C.  Brown. 
The  1940-'41  board  comprises  : 

Harry  Alexander,  N.  A.  Taylor,  Tom 
Walton,  M.  L.  Axler,  H.  Freedman, 
Harry  Firestone,  Sam  Ulster,  George 
Lester,  Ben  Ulster  and  F.  C.  Brown. 

Columbian  Club  Dinner 
About  175  members  and  guests  at- 

tended the  informal  dinner  and  dance 
of  the  Columbian  Club,  Columbia  em- 

ploye organization,  at  the  Century 
Room  of  the  Hotel  Commodore  on 
Monday  night.  Philip  Weissman, 
president,  was  in  charge. 

Frohman  in  Hospital 
Daniel  Frohman,  89,  veteran  stage 

producer,  is  at  LeRoy  Sanitarium 
here  with  a  fractured  hip  bone.  He 
sustained  the  injury  in  a  fall  last 
Friday. 

B.  &  K.  Executive  Dies 
Chicago,  Nov.  5. — Max  Turner,  54, 

stage  production  executive  for  Bala- 
ban  &  Katz,  is  dead  at  his  home  of  a 
heart  attack. 

Production  Course 

Is  Plan  of  Academy 

Hollywood,  Nov.  5. — The board  of  governors  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Arts  and  Sciences  on  Nov. 
15  will  consider  a  proposal  to 
establish  a  series  of  voca- 

tional advancement  courses 
limited  to  studio  employes. 
No  outsiders  will  be  per- 

mitted to  take  any  of  the 
courses,  the  idea  being  to  pro- 

vide additional  opportunity 
for  those  now  in  the  indus- 

try. 

Para.  Executives 

To  Coast  Today 

Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis 
and  Neil  Agnew  will  leave  for  the 
Coast  today  to  attend  annual  product 
conferences  at  the  Paramount  studio. 
Discussions  of  production  plans  for 
next  season  will  begin  with  studio 
officials  tomorrow  and  will  continue 
into  next  week  when  Paramount  the- 

atre associates  will  join  in  the  meet- 

ing. 

Leonard  Goldenson  and  Sam  Dem- 
bow,  Jr.,  home  office  theatre  execu- tives, will  leave  for  Chicago  today 
where  they  will  conduct  a  two-day 
meeting  of  the  company's  leading  the- atre associates  of  the  Northern  half 
of  the  country.  They  will  leave  for 
the  Coast  from  Chicago  Friday  night. 

Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board 
chairman,  and  Russell  Holman,  East- 

ern studio  representative,  will  leave 
New  York  Friday  for  the  Coast  meet- 

W alter  Cox  Dead 

Walter  M.  Cox,  associated  with  D. 

W.  Griffith  as  road  manager  on  "Birth 
of  a  Nation"  and  other  Griffith  films, 
died  at  his  home  in  the  Hotel  McAlpin 
on  Sunday.  He  retired  a  few  years 

ago. 

Charles  A.  Stone  Dies 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  5— Charles  A. 
Stone,  former  director  of  Pathe  Film 
Corp.,  died  here  on  Sunday.  He  was 
an  investment  broker. 
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*  "ARIZONA'S  FLYING  PRESS  SQUADRON" 

in  a  lightning  tour  of  the  country ...  lands  literally 

scores  of  full  pages  in  leading  newspapers ...  an 

unprecedented  motion  picture  publicity  barrage! 

*  SMASH  COLOR  ADS  FOR  50,000,000  READERS  .  . .  . 

in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Life,  Look,  Screen 

Book,  Hollywood,  Movie  Story,  Motion  Picture, 

Screenland,  Silver  Screen,  Movie  Mirror,  Screen 

Guide,  Photoplay,  Picture  Play,  Screen  Romances, 

Movies,  Movie  Life,  Personal  Romances,  Glamour 

and  Modern  Screen  magazines! 

*  2  COAST-TO-COAST  BROADCASTS  FROM  TUCSON  . . . 

as  highlights  of  the  huge  two-day  celebration  of 

the  great  pre-release  premiere  on  Friday,  Nov.  15: 

KATE  SMITH  HOUR-Friday  (8  p.  m.,  E.  S.  T.) 

...over  89  CBS  stations . . .  climaxing  five  daytime 

broadcasts  for  "Arizona''  during  premiere  week. 

"VOX  POP"  Program  —  Thursday  (7:30  p.  m., 

E.  S.  T.)  .  .  .  over  a  big  50-station  CBS  network! 

"ARIZONA 

WILL  BE  GENERALLY 

RELEASED 

DECEMBER  251" 

starring 

JEAN  ARTHUR 

with 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN 

WARREN  WILLIAM  •  PORTER  HALL 
and  a  cast  of  thousands 

Based  on  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  serial  and  novel  by  Clarence  Budington  Kelland 

Screen  play  by  Claude  Binyon  *  Directed  by  WESLEY  RUGGLES 

m starring 

A  COLUMBIA  PICTURE 



THE  MIGHTIEST  OF 

PRE-SELLING 

CAMPAIGNS  FOR  THE 

MIGHTIEST  OUTDOOR 

PICTURE  OF  THEM  ALL! 
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Atlas  Adds 

500  Shares 

RKO  Common 

) 

Washington,  Nov.  5. — Atlas  Corp. 
acquired  500  additional  shares  of  RKO 
preferred  stock  during  September,  it 
is  reported  by  the  Securities  &  Ex- 

change Commission.  Atlas's  RKO 
holdings  at  the  end  of  September  con- 

sisted of  32,581  shares  of  preferred, 
862,548  shares  of  common  and  327,- 
812  warrants  for  common. 

Of  its  RKO  common  stock 
holdings,  Atlas  holds  594,318 
shares  direct  and  268,230  shares 
through  its  subsidiary,  the 
American  Co. 

The  S.E.C.  semi-monthly  summary 
also  reported  the  disposal  of  1,000 
shares  of  20th  Century-Fox  common 
during  September  by  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
president,  leaving  holdings  of  2,180 
shares,  and  the  disposal  of  700  shares 
of  20th  Century-Fox  common  by 
Seton  I.  Porter,  a  director,  leaving 
his  holdings  at  176  shares  of  com- mon. 

The  commission  reported  that  dur- 
ing the  month  Loew's,  Inc.,  acquired 

another  309  shares  of  Loew's  Bos- 
ton Theatres  common  stock,  giving 

it  a  total  of  117,783  shares.  R.  B. 
LaRue,  General  Theatres  Equipment 
Co.  officer,  acquired  100  shares  of 
capital  stock  of  the  company,  giving 
him  a  total  of  600  shares. 
A  report  on  Columbia  Broadcast- 

ing System  showed  that  Herbert 
Bayard  Swope,  New  York  director, 
disposed  of  380  shares  of  Class  A 
common  stock  held  through  the  Kee- 
waydin  Corp.,  leaving  him  with  6,000 
shares  so  held  and  1,100  shares  held 
direct. 

Offer  Plan  to  Settle 

Philadelphia  Action 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  5.  —  Izadore 

Rappaport,  Frank  McNamee  and  Jay 
Emanuel  are  reported  to  have  pre- 

sented a  plan  to  George  T.  Graves, 
owner  and  principal  bondholder  of 
the  Carmen  here,  to  take  over  opera- 

tion of  the  house,  in  return  for  Graves' 
dropping  his  anti-trust  suit  against 
Warner  Theatres  and  major  distribu- 

tors. The  action  was  filed  several 
years  ago  and  is  still  unlisted  for 
trial. 
Rappaport  operates  the  Hippo- 

drome, Baltimore ;  McNamee  is  form- 
er RKO  manager  here,  and  Emanuel 

is  a  local  exhibitor  and  one  of  the 
receivers  for  the  Carmen. 

It  is  understood  Graves  would  re- 
tain his  interest  in  the  house,  which 

went  in  receivership  early  in  the  year. 
The  combine  would  lease  it  for  opera- 

tion. The  arrangement  if  Graves  ap- 
proves it,  would  have  to  be  ratified 

by  Federal  Judge  Welsh,  in  whose 
court  the  receivership  pends.  It  is 
also  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Stanley- Warner  Co.,  chief  defendant 
in  the  anti-trust  action.  The  settle- 

ment would  be  contingent  on  the  Car- 
men getting  first  run  product  in  North 

Philadelphia  now  going  to  Warners. 

Pat  he  Film  Moves 

Pathe  Film  Corp.  and  the  Pathe 
Laboratories  have  moved  their  offi- 

ces to  35  West  45th  Street  in  the 
building  housing  Pathe  News. 

Canadian  Trade  Watches 

Consent  Decree  Closely 

By  W.  M.  GLADISH 
Toronto,  Nov.  5. — The  consent  de- 

cree settlement  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment anti-trust  suit  by  five  of  the 

eight  major  companies,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  U.  S.  District 
Court  at  New  York,  has  aroused  con- 

siderable interest  in  film  exchange 
circles  of  Toronto,  the  majority  of  the 
Canadian  distributing  companies  be- 

ing directly  affiliated  with  the  Ameri- 
can firms. 

The  Independent  Theatres  Associa- 
tion of  Ontario,  most  influential  in- 

dependent exhibitor  organization  in  the 
Dominion,  has  been  openly  sympathe- 

tic with  the  exhibitor  associations  in 
the  United  States  in  their  agitation 
with  respect  to  the  block-booking  situ- 

ation and  the  inter-locking  of  distrib- 
uting and  exhibiting  companies. 

The  outcome  of  the  anti-trust  suit, 
now  or  in  the  future,  will  have  no 
effect  upon  the  film  business  in  Can- 

ada, it  has  been  pointed  out  by  a 
spokesman  for  the  distributors  here. 

Company  operations  in  the  Dominion 
are  entirely  different  from  those  of 
the  parent  bodies  in  the  States  and  the 
legal  and  legislative  situation  in  Can- 

ada is  entirely  distinct  from  that  in 
the  United  States.  Canadian  laws 
covering  trade  operations  are  entirely 
different,  it  was  pointed  out. 

Further,  Canadian  distributors  and 
organized  exhibitors  have  been  of  one 
mind  in  seeking  self-regulation  in 
trade  activities  and  principles  and 
have  always  tried  to  avoid  resort  to 
the  courts  in  the  settlement  of  inter- 

nal disputes.  This  largely  has  been 
done  through  the  creation  of  arbitra- tion and  conciliation  boards  and,  more 
recently,  in  the  development  of  clear- 

ance boards  to  regulate  booking  pro- 
cedure and  preferences  and  for  the 

eventual  hearing  of  priority  differ- 
ences. There  has  been  a  minimum  of 

court  cases  throughout  the  Dominion 
because  of  the  existence  of  the  indus- 

try's own  machinery  for  the  consider- 
ation of  grievances  and  contract  dis- 

putes. 

Key  Grosses  in  Upturn; 

$1,359,400 for  131  Houses 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
March  8-9    159 
March  15-16    154 
March  22-23   156 
March  29-30    157 
April  5-6   ;   147 
April  12-13    153 
April  19-20   143 
April  26-27   143 
May  3-4  .   148 
May  10-11    150 
May  17-18   148 
May  24-25   '   134 
May  31-June  1   147 
June  7-8   138 
June  14-15   :  :   133 
June  21-22    129 
June  28-29    119 
July  5-6    127 
July  12-13   115 
July  19-20    109 
July  26-27   108 
Aug.  2-3   *.   117 
Aug.  9-10    113 
Aug.  16-17   119 
Aug.  23-24    124 
Aug.  30-31    131 
Sept.  6-7   131 
Sept.  13-14   132 
Sept.  20-21    136 
Sept.  27-28    130 
Oct.  4-5    127 
Oct.  11-12   130 
Oct.  18-19   131 
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1,794,700 
1,590,400 
1,504,100 
1,790,600 
1,463,500 
1,467,700 

1,355,300 
1,321,800 
1,347,900 1,299,000 

1,184,400 
1,048,100 
1,260,900 
1,189,600 
1,090,300 

1,123,200 975,100 

1,330,800 
1,150,400 1,028,600 
932,400 
973,829 

1,029,656 
1,226,700 
1,326,300 
1,340,700 
1,545,900 
1,482,800 

1,343,800 
1,255,400 
1,264,300 
1,360,900 
1,359,400 

Cite  Sonja  Henie  Salary 
Sonja  Henie  revealed  Monday  on 

the  witness  stand  that  she  has  earned 
$639,895  from  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
since  1936.  Her  testimony  was  given 
before  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aron  Steuer  who  reserved  decision  at 
the  close  of  the  trial  of  Dennis  R. 
Scanlan's  suit  for  $92,000  alleged  com- missions due  from  Miss  Henie  as  her 

agent. 

Shift  Seattle  Prices 
Seattle,  Nov.  5. — John  Danz  has 

reestablished  the  "bargain  matinee" 
policy  at  the  first  run  Palomar,  when 
admission  rates  of  20  cents  plus  tax 
prevail  until  1  p.m.  Formerly  the 
matinee  rate  was  30  cents.  Danz's 
Roosevelt  has  reduced  matinee  admis- 

sions from  25  cents  to  20  cents,  and 
evening  admissions  from  35  and  40 
cents  to  30  cents. 

LondonHouses 

In  Excellent 

Gross  Pickup 

By  AUBREY  FLANAGAN 
London,  Nov.  5. — A  combination  of 

factors,  including  the  temporary  slow- 
ing down  of  the  Nazi  air  raids  over 

London  with  no  raid  alarms  on  Sun- 
day night ;  pleasant  weather  and  ex- tended Sunday  opening  hours,  gave 

film  houses  here  excellent  weekend 
business. 

Typical    was    the  Warner, 
which    grossed    more    on  the 
two-day  weekend  than  during 
the  entire  week,  and  caused  the 
company  to  reopen  the  Circle. 
Recovering  from  the  worst  of  the 

blitzkrieg,  many  Central  and  Greater 
London  houses  have  reopened  or  will 
reopen  shortly.     Among  West  End 
houses,  the  London  Pavilion  and  As- 

toria,  temporarily    closed,    have  re- 
opened, the  Marble  Arch  Pavilion  will 

reopen  on  Sunday.    The  Carlton  will 
reopen  this  month  with  "North  West 
Mounted   Police."      The  Trocadero 
and  State  opened  last  weekend. 
The  Leicester  Square  and  Odeon, 

damaged  in  recent  bombing  attacks, 
have  been  closed,  as  well  as  the  New 
Victoria.  The  Plaza,  Empire,  War- 

ners, Regal,  Gaumont  and  Ritz  are continuing  normally. 

Exchange  Serious 

S.A.  Problem:  Gould 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

sales  manager,  will  continue  in  the 
same  post  under  the  direction  of 
Gould. 

The  United  Artists  foreign  head  re- 
ported film  and  theatre  business  in 

Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile  and  Mexico 
especially  good,  with  theatre  construc- tion active  in  many  Latin  American 
regions.  He  reported  wide  interest 
in  the  territories  visited  in  Charlie 
Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dictator,"  and 
said  the  picture  would  be  sold  there 
on  terms  comparable  with  those  being 
asked  here,  including  advanced  ad- 

missions. The  picture  will  open  in 
Buenos  Aires  about  New  Year's  Day, Gould  said. 

Discussing  South  America's  threat- ened foreign  exchange  problem, 
Gould  pointed  out  that  the  countries 
there  either  must  use  their  limited 
dollar  exchange  to  service  their  debts, 
mostly  owed  this  country,  or  to  buy 

goods.  They  haven't  enough  dollar exchange  to  do  both,  he  said,  since 
their  European  markets  have  been 
shut  off  by  the  war  and  they  have 
been  required  to  buy  more  from  the 
United  States,  as  a  result. 
Gould  said  that  only  slightly  in- 

creased purchases  by  this  country  in 
South  America  could  help  the  problem. 

Yates  Denies  Any 

Republic  Changes 

H.  J.  Yates,  president  of  Consoli- dated Film  Industries,  Inc.,  has  denied 
reports  that  Republic  Pictures  is  con- 

templating any  change  in  distribution 
policy  as  a  result  of  the  consent  de- cree. Yates  said  he  had  not  had  time 
to  analyze  the  decree. 
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Coast  Starts 

OnEightFilms; 

36  Shooting 

Hollywood,  Nov.  5.  —  Thirty-six 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week,  as  one  picture  was  shelved  tem- 

porarily, eight  started  and  six  finished. 
Nineteen  are  being  prepared,  and  72 
are  being  edited.  The  postponed  pic- 

ture is  the  M-G-M  vehicle  for  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Ruth  Hussey,  an  untitled 
story  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Ephraim 
McDowell. 

The  tally  by  studios: 
Columbia 

Finished:  "This  Thing  Called 
Love,"  "The  Phantom  Submarine." 
In  Work :  "Legacy,"  "Penny  Ser- 

enade." Korda 

In  Work :  "Lady  Hamilton." 
M-G-M 

In  Work :  "Come  Live  with  Me," 
"Keeping  Company,"  "Maisie  Was  a 
Lady,"  "Wild  Man  of  Borneo." 

Monogram 

Finished:  "CCC  Camp." 
In  Work :  "Her  Father's  Daugh- 

ter." Started:  "Under  Texas  Stars." 
Paramount 

Finished:  "You're  the  One." 
In  Work:  "I  Wanted  Wings," 

"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun,"  "In  Old  Colorado,"  "The 
Lady  Eve." RKO 

Finished:  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith." 
In  Work :  "Citizen  Kane,"  "Kitty 

Foyle,"  "Three  Girls  and  a  Gob," 
"The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs." 

Republic 
Finished:  "The  Mysterious  Dr. 

Satan." In  Work :  "A  Flagpole  Needs  a 

Flag." Started:  "Bowery  Boy,"  "Lone  Star 
Raiders." Roach 

Started:  "Topper  Returns." 
Rowland 

In  Work  :  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop." 
20th  Century-Fox 

In  W ork :  "Western  Union." 
Universal 

In  Work :  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes," 
"The  Invisible  Woman,"  "Riders  of 
Death  Valley." 

Started:  "Backstreet,"  "Where  Did 
You  Get  That  Girl?" 

Warners 

In  Work :  "The  Wagons  Roll  at 
Night,"  "Trial  and  Error,"  "Footsteps 
in  the  Dark,"  "Case  of  the  Black  Par- 

rot," "Strawberry  Blonde." 
Started:  "Father  and  Son,"  "Far 

Horizon." 

Ohio  Order 8  30  Cuts 
Columbus,  Nov.  S. — The  Ohio  cen- 

sors reviewed  a  total  of  510  reels  in 
October,  from  which  30  eliminations 
were  ordered,  as  compared  with  511 
reels  and  22  eliminations  in  September. 
During  October,  1939,  there  were  26 
eliminations  ordered  from  678  reels 
reviewed. 

Hollywood  Reviews 

The  Mark  of  Zorro" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  5 

TT'S  a  different  and  livelier  Tyrone  Power  who  does  in  this  variant 
of  the  Robin  Hood  theme  what  the  late  Douglas  Fairbanks  did  in 

the  first  film  of  like  name,  and  if  it  be  in  the  nature  of  things  by  now 
for  the  public  to  accept  on  even  terms  the  work  of  a  man  who  under- 

takes to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  a  departed  idol,  Power's  performance 
should  bring  men,  women  and  children  flocking  to  see  his  film.  For  it 
has  in  it  all  the  fascination  that  has  characterized  the  folktale  of  the 
hero  who  robs  the  rich  in  behalf  of  the  poor  in  all  its  locations  and 
languages  since  the  forgotten  first  one. 

This  time  the  scene  is  early  California,  following  an  introduction  in 
Spain,  and  the  hero  uses  the  sword  as  his  instrument  for  balancing  the 
fortunes  of  his  fellow  men.  On  the  side  of  virtue  are  Montagu  Love, 
Eugene  Pallette,  Linda  Darnell  and  a  horde  of  peons.  On  the  side  of 
evil  are  Basil  Rathbone,  J.  Edward  Bromberg  and  their  soldiery.  Others, 
ranging  between,  are  Janet  Beecher,  Gale  Sondergaard,  Robert  Lowery, 
Chris-pin  Martin,  George  Regas  and  many  more.  High  spot  of  the 
picture  is  a  duel  between  Power  and  Rathbone,  with  plenty  of  sword- 
play,  riding,  pursuit  and  escape,  fore  and  aft  of  that  scene. 

Directed  by  Rouben  Mamoulian  in  a  manner  to  make  the  most  of 
action  and  pause,  rush  and  rest,  the  screenplay  by  John  Taintor  Foote 
is  from  an  adaptation  by  Garrett  Fort  and  Bess  Meredyth  of  Johnston 

McCulley's  novel,  "The  Curse  of  Capistrano." 
Running  time,  94  minutes.    "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

One  Night  in  the  Tropics 
(Universal) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  5. — Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello,  radio  comedians 

whose  popularity  on  the  air  lanes  has  been  something  of  a  sensation 
during  the  past  year  or  two,  are  seen  and  heard  here  for  the  first  time 
on  the  screen  and  the  news  to  tell  the  customers  is  that  they  look  as 

funny  as  they  sound.  Three  or  four  times  they  take  over  the  camera's 
attention  for  minutes  on  end  and  these  interludes  are  the  highlights  of 
this  musical  comedy. 

Allan  Jones  and  Nancy  Kelly  enact  the  principal  romance,  which  is 
crossed  in  the  plot  with  another  consummated,  after  much  confusion, 
by  Robert  Cummings  and  Peggy  Moran.  Others  in  the  cast  are  Mary 
Boland,  Leo  Carillo,  William  Frawley,  Don  Alvarado  and  Richard  Carle. 

The  story  derives,  by  way  of  four  writers,  from  "Love  Insurance,"  a 
novel  by  Earl  Derr  Biggers,  and  pertains  to  humorous  results  of  a  young 

man's  insuring  another  young  man's  marriage  to  a  young  lady  by  a  given 
date.   The  scene  is  New  York  and  a  Latin  capital. 

Five  Jerome  Kern  musical  numbers,  Dorothy  Fields  supplying  lyrics 
for  four  of  them  and  Oscar  Hammerstein  II  the  fifth,  are  sung  by  Jones 
as  solos  and  otherwise.  A.  Edward  Sutherland  directed  for  Leonard 

Spigelgass,  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  83  minutes.   "G"*  Roscoe  Williams 

'Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again" 
(Universal) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  5. — Paramount's  "Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again" 

is  a  modern  western,  with  "mechanized"  rangers,  cattle  rustling  as  a 
"big  business,"  and  most  modern  of  equipment  for  both  criminals  and 
the  forces  of  law  and  order.  Nevertheless,  none  of  the  action,  romance, 
comedy  and  suspense  dear  to  the  hearts  of  western  fans  is  lost,  the  effect 
rather  being  the  enhancement  of  the  component  parts. 

John  Howard,  Ellen  Drew,  Akim  Tamiroff,  May  Robson,  Broderick 
Crawford,  Charley  Grapewin,  John  Miljan,  William  Duncan,  Anthony 
Quinn,  Harvey  Stephens,  Eva  Puig,  Harold  Goodwin,  Edward  Pawley, 
Eddie  Foy,  Jr.,  Joseph  Crehan,  Jim  Pierce  and  Monte  Blue  constitute the  cast. 

James  Hogan  directed  from  a  screenplay  by  William  R.  Lipman  and 
Horace  McCoy,  who  wrote  the  original  story. 

Howard  and  Crawford,  Rangers,  pose  as  outlaws  to  gain  the  con- 
fidence of  the  band  of  criminals  looting  a  huge  Texas  ranch.  After  a 

series  of  incidents,  they  discover  the  head  of  the  ring  to  be  a  slaughter 
house  proprietor  who  did  huge  interstate  business  in  beef,  and  round  up 
the  entire  outfit. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.    "G."  *  Vance  King 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Burma'  and 

Dorsey  Good, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  5.  —  "Moon 
Over  Burma"  and  the  "The  World 
in  Flame,"  with  Tommy  Dorsey's  or- 

chestra on  the  stage  of  the  Para- 
mount, scored  $16,500  in  its  second 

week.  All  grosses  were  off,  largely 
because  of  holdovers  in  most  the- 
atres. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  30: "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE — (2,500)      (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $9,500.    (Average:  $12,500) 

"Thief  of  Bagdad"  (U.A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (55c-$1.65)  7 

days,  2d  week.  Gross:  $7,700.  (Average: $17,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.) 

4  STAR— (900)  (55c-75c)  7  days,  5th  week. Gross:  $5,000.    (Average:  $3,250) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
HILLSTREET  —  (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average: 

$6,500) "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS  STATE — (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.    Gross:  $15,000.    (Average:  $14,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
PANTAGES— (3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average: 
$7,000) "Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"The  World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,595)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Stage:  Tommy  Dorsey 
and  his  orchestra.  Gross:  $16,500.  (Aver- 

age: $18,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
"Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (W3.) 
WARNER    BROTHERS  (Hollywood)— 

(3,000)   (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days,  2nd  week. Gross:  $8,200.    (Average:  $14,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
"Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (W.B.) 
WARNER  BROTHERS  (Downtown)— 

(3,400)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days,  2nd  week. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average:  $12,000) 

Kansas  City  Gives 

'Mounted'  $15,000 

Kansas  City,  Nov.  5. — The  best 
showing  in  many  months  was  re- 

corded at  the  Newman  by  "North 
West  Mounted  Police,"  which  did 
$15,000.  Other  bills  were  only  fair  in 
rainy,  pre-election  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  30-31 : "Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 

ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  9  days.  Gross: 
$2,500.  (Average,  9  days,  $2,800) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Comes  Home"  (M-G-M) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

MIDLAND—  (4,000)  (28c-44c)  6  days.  Gross: $4,700.  (Average,  6  days,  $8,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)  (15c-35c-40c-56c)  7  days. Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM— (1,500)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
TOWER— (2,200)  (30c)  7  days.  Stage :  Val- entine &  Day,  the  Reddingtons,  and  Guy 

Lauren  &  Ginger.  Gross:  $5,600.  (Average, 
56,000) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
UPTOWN— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  9  days. Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  9  days,  $3,800) 

Guaranteed  Loses  Plea 
Application  of  Guaranteed  Pictures 

Co.  for  a  temporary  injunction  to  re- 
strain Screen  Attractions  Corp.  from 

distributing  10  Westerns  was  denied 
on  Monday  by  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  William  Collins  who  set  the 
case  for  trial  on  December  2. 



THE  BACKLOG 

OF  QUALITY 

TODAY— next  week  — next  year  — you  know 

you  can  depend  on  each  Eastman  negative 

film  to  do  its  special  work  surpassingly 

well.  This  unvarying  reliability  —  a  true 

backlog  of  quality  —  keeps  these  films 

strongly  entrenched  as  the  favorites  of  the 

industry.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PLLS-X  SLPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  Utile  light  is  available 

BACKGROLXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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'Argentine'  Is 

Frisco's  Lead 

With  $12,000 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  5.  —  "Down 
Argentine  Way"  and  "Quarterback" drew  $12,000  in  the  second  week  at 
the  Paramount.  "Spring  Parade"  took $9,500  in  the  second  week  at  the 
Orpheum. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  29-Nov.  1 : 

"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) GOLDEN  GATE— (2,850)  (35c-40c-55c)  7 
days.     Stage:    vaudeville.     Gross:  $10,500. 
(Average,  $15,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) FOX — (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)    7  days, 
2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average,  $16,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM — (2,440)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average, 

$8,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Quarterback"  (Para.) 
PAR  AMOUNT— (2,740)  ( 1 5c  -35c  -40c  -  50c) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,500) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,500. 

(Average,  $8,000) 
"Knute  Rockne— All-American"  (W.B.) 
"Girl  From  Havana"  (Rep.) 
ST.  FRANCIS — (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average, 

$6,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"Comin'  Round  the  Mountain"  (Para.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Daybreak"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $800.    (Average,  $1,000) 

Legion  Approves  5 
Of  Seven  New  Films 
The  National  Legion  of  Decency 

this  week  has  approved  five  of  seven 
new  films  reviewed,  two  for  general 
patronage  and  three  for  adults.  Two 
others  have  been  found  objectionable 
in  part.  The  new  films  and  their 
classification  follow. 
Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for 

General  Patronage  —  "The  Fargo 
Kid,"  "Father  Is  a  Prince."  Class 
A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults — 
"Escape,"  "Hullabaloo,"  "Tugboat 
Annie  Sails  Again."  Class  B,  Ob- 

jectionable in  Part — "Before  I 
Hang,"  "Glamour  for  Sale." 

Columbus  Palace 

Reducing  Prices 
Columbus,  O.,  Nov.  5. — Effective 

Friday,  the  RKO  Palace  will  reduce 
admissions  to  20  cents  until  1  P.  M., 
33  cents  for  matinees,  with  an  evening 
scale  of  33  and  47  cents,  for  balcony 
and  lower  floor,  respectively.  Pres- 

ent scale  is  30  and  47  cents,  matinee 
and  night.  Admissions  for  stage  shows 
will  be  30  cents  until  1  P.  M.,  40 
cents  matinee,  and  40  and  47  cents 
evenings,  Monday  through  Friday. 

The  RKO  Grand,  a  moveover  house, 
which  will  make  comparable  price  re- 

ductions on  Friday  will  remain  open 
permanently.  Heretofore,  the  house 
has  been  operating  on  weekends 
only. 

Feature  Reviews 

'Fantasia'  Preview  Set 
A  press  preview  of  the  new  Walt 

Disney  feature,  "Fantasia,"  will  be held  at  the  Broadway  Theatre  next 
Tuesday  evening,  one  day  before  the 
opening  of  the  film  on  its  regular  in- 

definite engagement. 

"LVl  Abner" 
(RKO-Vogue) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  5. 
'<  T  I'L  ABNER"  brings  to  the  screen  Al  Capp's  United  Features  comic 

'  strip  in  terms  of  the  newspaper  cartoon,  rather  than  of  the  motion 
picture.  A  literal  and  faithful  translation,  the  film  has  a  myriad  of  exploi- 

tation angles  for  enterprising  showmen.  Its  dialogue,  plot  and  action  are 
virtually  lifted  from  the  strip  (Capp  himself  having  written  the  original 
story)  and  players,  unknown  for  the  most  part,  enact  their  roles  in  the 
way  the  artist  visualized  them  and  not  in  the  manner  of  actors  giving 

their  interpretation  of  what  the  strip's  creator  had  in  mind. 
Granville  Owen  in  the  title  role  and  Martha  O'Driscoll  as  "Daisy 

Mae"  head  the  cast  which  includes  Mona  Ray,  Johnnie  Morris,  Buster 
Keaton,  Billie  Seward,  Kay  Sutton,  Walter  Catlett,  Edgar  Kennedy, 
Lucien  Littlefield,  Chester  Conklin,  Al  St.  John,  Eddie  Gribbon,  Heinie 
Conklin,  Hank  Mann. 

Albert  S.  Rogell  directed  from  a  screenplay  by  Charles  Kerr  and 
Tyler  Johnson.  Herman  Schlom  was  the  associate  producer.  Vogue 
Pictures  is  headed  by  Lou  Ostrow,  now  embarked  on  his  own  company 

after  years  at  M-G-M  where  he  started  and  carried  on  the  "Judge 
Hardy"  series. 

The  story  of  "Li'l  Abner"  deals  with  the  efforts  of  "Daisy  Mae"  to 
marry  the  boy,  winding  up  with  "Sadie  Hawkins  Day,"  traditional 
"Dogpatch"  institution  in  which  the  unmarried  women  vie  for  the  hands 
of  the  bachelors  in  a  foot  race. 

Running  time,  78  minutes.    "G."*  Vance  King 

'Finger'  Gets 

Good  $8,400, 

Seattle's  Best 

'G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Mayerling  to  Sarajevo" 
{Leo  Films) 

The  tragedy  which  stalked  the  Hapsburgs,  reigning  house  of  Austria, 
in  the  years  before  the  first  World  War,  culminating  in  the  assassination 
of  Archduke  Francis  Ferdinand,  heir  to  the  throne  of  the  aged  Franz 
Joseph,  is  the  historical  focal  point  about  which  this  French  film  re- 

volves.   Occasionally,  the  film  moves  slowly,  but  it  is  finely  executed. 
It  covers  the  period  between  the  mysterious  death  of  Crown  Prince 

Rudolph  at  Mayerling  and  the  shooting  of  Francis  Ferdinand  in  1914, 
which  was  the  spark  which  touched  off  hostilities  in  that  year.  Victim 
with  Ferdinand  at  his  death  was  Sophie  Chotek,  his  morganatic  wife, 
whom  the  Archduke  had  married  against  the  will  of  the  Emperor. 

The  film  is  the  story  of  the  love  of  that  couple,  she  an  obscure  Czech 
countess,  he  heir  to  the  Austrian  throne,  and  the  bitterness  of  their 
love,  frowned  upon  by  the  throne,  and  necessarily  clandestine  until 
their  marriage.  John  Lodge  skillfully  portrays  the  badgered  and  un- 

happy Archduke,  while  Edwige  Feuillere  is  splendid  as  the  countess. 
Jean  Worms  is  excellent  as  the  Emperor. 

Max  Ophuls  directed  the  film,  which  was  produced  by  Ivan  Foxwell 
in  Paris. 

Running  time,  88  minutes.  "A."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Seattle,  Nov.  5.  —  "Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand"  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  was 
the  only  strong  attraction,  taking 
$8,400.  The  weather  was  rainy  and 
cool. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  1 : 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th- Fox) 
FIFTH  AVENUE— (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,400.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
LIBERTY  —  (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,800.  (Average, 

$5,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) "The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
MUSIC  BOX — (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, 

$4,000) "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) "I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)  (3Oc-4Oc-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,600.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Vaudeville    headed    by    "Daffy  Auction." Gross:  $5,100.    (Average,  $5,000) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,050)  (30c-4Oc-5Oc)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $6,000) 

Assure  10  Mexican 

Films  by  Year  End 
Mexico  City,  Nov.  5. — Completion 

by  the  end  of  this  year  of  at  least 
10  features  seems  assured  with  the 
provision  of  $35,000  as  an  advance 
on  the  pictures  by  the  Calderon  Bros., 
operators  of  Spanish  language  film 
circuits  in  southwestern  United  States. 
The  Calderons  have  undertaken  ex- 

hibition of  these  pictures. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Named  Office  Manager 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  5. — Joseph  Mc- 
Mahon  has  been  named  office  man- 

ager of  the  local  M-G-M  exchange 
in  addition  to  his  duties  as  chief 
booker,  succeeding  Joseph  Imhof,  who 
after  20  years  here  has  been  trans- 

ferred to  the  Chicago  branch. 

Branch  Heads  Named 

Seattle,  Nov.  5.  —  Sam  Nathan- 

son,  Coast  manager  for  Producers' 
Releasing  Corp.,  has  appointed  Jo- 

seph Merrick  manager  of  the  local 
office.  Oliver  Wog  will  occupy  a 

similar  position  in  the  company's Portland  branch. 

Another  of  America's  oldest  the- 
atres, Teatro  Principal  in  Guana- 

juato City,  central  mining  camp,  which 
operated  from  1788  to  1916  as  a 
legitimate  house  and  from  1916  to 
1921  as  a  film  theatre,  has  been  razed. 
The  owner  decided  it  would  be  more 
profitable  to  make  it  a  garage. 

Attorneys  Will  Consider  Budget 

For  Arbitration  Operations  Today 

Conferences  to  determine  a  budget  for  the  first  year's  mainte- nance and  operation  of  arbitration  under  the  consent  decree  will 
be  resumed  at  the  Bar  Association  Building  today  with  counsel 
for  the  Government  and  consenting  companies,  and  representa- 

tives of  the  American  Arbitration  Association  participating. 
The  first  budget  proposal  was  $580,000,  but  is  undergoing  down- 

ward revisions  as  a  result  of  suggestions  for  economies  subse- 
quently proposed  by  the  consenting  companies. 

WE  Stays  Defendant 

In  Posen's  'U'  Case 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Wil- 

liam Collins  on  Monday  denied  an  ap- 
plication of  Western  Electric  Co.  to 

dismiss  the  directors'  suit  of  Samuel 
Posen  against  Universal  as  far  as  it 
was  concerned.  The  court  in  denying 
the  motion  stated  that  under  the  al- 

legations of  the  complaint  Western 
Electric  was  chargeable  with  the  acts 
of  Erpi,  its  subsidiary,  and  that  the 
complaint  stated  a  cause  of  action 
against  Erpi.  The  decision  does  not 
affect  any  other  defendant  besides 
Western  Electric. 

Ampa  Meet  Tomorrow 
The  Ampa  will  hold  a  closed  meet- 

ing tomorrow  in  the  College  Room  of 
the  Hotel  Edison,  to  discuss  revisions 
of  the  constitution  recommended  by 
the  constitution  committee. 

To  Score  Film  Here 
Jack  Schaindlin  has  been  signed  to 

compose  an  original  score  for  Colum- bia's "West  Point,"  to  be  scored  here 
this  week  at  the  Eastern  Service  Stu- dios. 



BOOKING  CALENDAR 

for  1
941 

EVERY  SHOWMAN 

NEEDS  ONE! 

OP 

LIMITED  SUPPLY 

ORDER  PROMPTLY 

Each  year,  thousands  of  managers  find  the  Quigley 

Booking  Calendar  a  prime  necessity  in  the  successful 

operation  of  their  theatres. 

Its  record  of  national  and  state  holidays  is  a  guide 

to  the  timely  booking  of  appropriate  pictures,  tieing 

in  with  important  historical  events,  permitting  special 

exploitation  campaigns  of  great  benefit  to  your 

box  office. 

These  Booking  Calendars  are  supplied  to  managers 

at  cost  and  for  that  reason  do  not  allow  the  carrying 

of  large  stocks.  Unless  your  order  comes  in  early  we 

may  not  be  able  to  fill  it.  Be  sure  to  get  your  1941 

Calendar  by  ordering  it  today! 

USE   THIS  COUPON 

Managers'  Round  Table, 
j    Rockefeller  Center, 

i 

MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD  ] 
New  York  i 

Kindly  send  me  one  Booking  Calendar  for  1941.  I  enclose  25c  to  cover  handling  and  postage. 

I 
NAME. .THEATRE. 

ADDRESS. .CITY. 
.STATE. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

TWO  stations  were  added  to  the  NBC-Blue  Southern  network  this  week. 
WGRM,  Grenada,  Miss.,  on  1,210  k.c,  and  WSLI,  Jackson,  Miss.,  on 

1,420  k.c,  are  the  new  stations.  Both  operate  on  250  watts,  full  time,  and 
their  combined  network  rate  will  be  $80  per  evening  hour.  This  brings  the 
number  of  NBC  affiliates  to  206. •  •  • 

Program  News:  "High  School  Sports  Roundup,"  a  novel  series  devoted to  high  school  sports,  will  start  over  WNEW  at  8:15  tonight,  under  the 
sponsorship  of  Barney's  Clothes  and  mill  be  heard  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and Saturdays  thereafter.  .  ,  .  Parks  Johnson  and  Wally  Butterworth  mark  their 
ninth  anniversary  with  "Vox  Pop"  over  CBS  tomorrow  evening  at  7 :30  P.M. 

•  •  • 

WOV  went  back  on  the  air  Monday  after  a  lapse  of  24^4  hours  due 
to  the  walkout  of  about  30  announcers  and  engineers  Sunday  at  3:30  P.M. 
Officials  of  the  station  explained  that  a  conference  had  been  set  for  Tues- 

day with  Local  16  of  the  American  Communications  Association  but  a 
strike  was  called  before  the  meeting  could  be  held.  A  new  crew  was 
hired. 

•  •  • 

Harold  C.  Burke,  general  manager  of  WBAL,  Baltimore,  earlier  this 
week  signed  contracts  for  the  erection  of  the  station's  new  50,000  watt  trans- mitter which  was  authorized  by  the  FCC  in  September.  No  indication  was 
given  when  the  transmitter  would  be  in  operation. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Alois  Havril'la  has  joined  the  WOR  announcing  staff.  .  .  . 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn  will  be  guest  on  Bill  Stern's  "Newsreel  of  the  Air"  Nov. 17.  .  .  .  Kate  Smith  will  speak  on  behalf  of  the  United  Hospital  Fund  over 
1VABC  tomorrow  at  3:15  P.M.  .  .  .  The  Revuers  will  be  guests  on  "Show 
of  the  Week"  over  Mutual  Sunday  at  6:30  P.M.  .  .  .  Lucy  Monroe  will  sing 
"The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  to  open  the  Armistice  Day  ceremonies  at Arlington. •  •  • 

WQXR's  new  5,000  watt  transmitter,  which  was  put  in  operation  last 
Friday,  is  equipped  to  carry  the  entire  frequency  range  audible  to  the 
human  ear,  from  20  to  16,000  cycles  per  second,  according  to  John  V.  L. 
Hogan,  president. •  •  • 

Mutual  started  a  new  monthly  bulletin  service  Monday  for  colleges 
and  high  schools  in  connection  with  its  educational  programs.  Each  bulletin 
will  contain  program  listings  and  news  of  educational  shows. 

Politics  Lifts 

Webs'  October 

Billings  20% 

Aided  by  huge  political  bookings, 
network  gross  billings  increased  dur- 

ing October  almost  20  per  cent  over 
the  same  month  last  year.  CBS  with 
$4,023,617,  up  19.5  per  cent  over  $3,- 
366,654  for  October,  1939,  again  went 
ahead  of  NBC-Red.  The  latter  web 
grossed  $3,842,195,  a  rise  of  11.5  per 
cent  over  the  same  month  last  year. 

NBC-Blue  showed  a  stupend- 
ous 55.7  per  cent  upswing  with 

gross  billings  of  $1,203,499  for 
October,  as  compared  with 
$773,119  for  the  same  month 
last  year. 
Together,  the  Red  and  Blue  grossed 

$5,045,694  for  the  month,  a  rise  of 
19.6  per  cent. 
Cumulatively,  for  the  first  10 

months,  CBS  has  grossed  $33,537,907, 
up  21.8  per  cent.  Both  NBC  webs 
together  grossed  $41,054,049,  up  11.8 
per  cent,  for  the  10-month  period. 
NBC-Red  gross  billings  for  the  per- 

iod were  $32,515,286,  a  rise  of  9.1 
per  cent,  while  the  Blue  took  $8,533,- 
763,  an  increase  of  23.2  per  cent. 

FCC  Approves  Two 
New  Broadcasters 

Washington,  Nov.  5. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

approved  construction  of  two  new 
broadcasting  stations,  issuing  permits 
to  the  Batavia  Broadcasting  Corp.  for 
a  1,500-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Capitol 
Broadcasting  Corp.  for  a  1,280-kilo- 
cycle  station  at  Indianapolis,  with 
1,000  watts  night,  5,000  watts  day. 
The  commission  also  authorized  a 

number  of  power  increases,  approving 
the  applications  of  Stations  WIBA, 
Madison,  Wis.;  WDOD,  Chatta- 

nooga, Tenn.,  and  KFBB,  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  for  increase  of  night  power 
from  1,000  to  5,000  watts;  WORC, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  for  increase  of 
power  from  500  to  1,000  watts;  KLS, 
Oakland,  Cal.,  for  increase  from  250 
to  1,000  watts ;  and  WRR,  Dallas,  for 
increase  from  500  to  5,000  watts. 

Settle  Select  Action 
Stipulations  settling  the  suit  of  Se- 

lect Theatres  Corp.  (Shuberts)  for  an 
injunction  against  Warners  and  Rich- 

ard G.  Ainley  to  restrain  Warners 
from  hiring  Ainley  as  an  actor  have 
been  filed  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court. 

English  Lessons 
Mexico  City,  Nov.  5 

J  NOVELTY  service,  15 
SI  minutes  of  nightly  in- 

struction in  English,  has  been 
introduced  by  local  Station 
XEQ,  in  collaboration  with 
the  newspaper,  Novedades. 
The  paper  publishes  English 
words  and  phrases  and  the 
radio  station  teaches  proper 
pronunciation.  This  is  the 
first  radio  service  of  the  kind 
in  Mexico. 

Broadway  Opening  of 

'Blackout'  Deferred 

Broadway  opening  of  "Blackout," British-made  film  distributed  here  by 
United  Artists,  has  been  indefinitely 
deferred.  The  picture  had  been  sche- 

duled to  open  at  the  Globe  next  Satur- 
day, but  the  house  cancelled  the  book- 
ing due  to  other  commitments.  No 

other  date  has  so  far  been  set.  The 
film  was  acquired  by  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  with  funds 
blocked  in  London. 

Select  Attractions 

Opens  20  Branches 
Select  Attractions  has  completed 

arrangements  for  exchanges  in  20 
cities,  Charles  Kranz,  president,  said 
upon  his  return  to  New  York,  Mon- 

day. A  sales  convention  will  be  held 
within  the  next  two  weeks  in  either 
Chicago  or  New  York  which  all 
branch  managers  will  attend. 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  5.— The  Na- 
tional Electricians'  Federation  can- 

celled orders  to  its  members  for  a 
series  of  general  strikes,  inasmuch  as 
the  Government  agreed  to  its  request 
to  settle  the  general  electrical  strike 
at  Monterrey,  northeastern  industrial 
center.  The  general  strike  was  to 
have  forced  the  Government  to  end 
the  Monterrey  impasse.  It  would 
have  hit  theatres  and  radio  hard. 

The  Government  has  decided  not  to 

Musical  Players  to 

Aid  'Night  of  Stars' Stars  of  the  Broadway  musicals  will 

appear  at  the  "Night  of  Stars"  show Nov.  27  at  Madison  Square  Garden, 
for  the  United  Jewish  appeal,  accord- 

ing to  Marvin  Schenck,  chairman  of 
the  producing  committee.  These  in- 

clude Ed  Wynn,  the  Demarcos,  Jane 
Pickens,  Dave  Apollon  from  "Boys 
and  Girls  Together" ;  Al  Jolson,  Mar- 

tha Raye  and  Bert  Gordon,  "Hold  on 
to  Your  Hats" ;  William  Gaxton,  Vic- 

tor Moore,  Vera  Zorina  and  Carol 
Bruce,  "Louisiana  Purchase" ;  Bert 
Lahr,  "DuBarry  Was  A  Lady,"  and 
Betty  Hutton  and  Arthur  Treacher, 
"Panama  Hattie." 

Opens  Two  Exchanges 
Hollywood,  Nov.  5. — Harry  Rath- 

ner,  president  of  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.,  has  opened  branches  in  Se- 

attle and  Portland,  Ore.,  making  a 
total  of  25  exchanges. 

look  to  radio  for  an  extra  monthly 
income  of  about  $100,000.  The  Minis- 

try of  Communications  and  Public 
Works,  which  controls  all  radio,  has 
decided  not  to  tax  each  of  the  500,- 
000  radio  receiving  sets  in  Mexico 
20  cents  a  month,  as  it  was  believed 
that  many  users  would  drop  their  ap- 

paratus and  that  radio  is  too  valuable 
a  vehicle  of  public  culture,  educa- 

tion and  information  to  be  hampered 
with  taxes. 

Sabbath  Stage 

Shows  Start 

This  Sunday 

Approval  for  the  start  of  Sunday 
legitimate  stage  performances  in  New 
York  effective  this  Sunday  was 

granted  by  the  Actors  Equity  coun- 
cil at  a  meeting  Monday.  The  ex- 

perimental period  extends  to  June 
1  and  is  conditioned  upon  a  Sunday 
price  scale  equal  to  that  of  the  rest 
of  the  week. 

The  council  also  authorized  desig- 
nated officials  to  sign  a  contract  with 

the  Dramatists  Guild  for  a  special 
setup  on  experimental  theatres.  Co- 

operative groups  may  work  without 
salary  and  they  control  all  rights  to 
the  play  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
However,  the  experimental  production 
may  be  for  three  performances  only. 
A  joint  board  from  Equity  and  the 
Guild  will  administer  details. 

The  Associated  Actors  and  Artistes 
of  America,  parent  body  of  all  actor 
unions,  asked  Equity,  Screen  Actors 
Guild  and  American  Guild  of  Radio 
Artists  each  to  lend  $700  to  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists. 

Equity  approved  the  loan  on  condi- tion that  AFRA  and  SAG  also  would 
make  similar  loans  and  that  AGVA 
would  give  assurances  satisfactory  to 
the  three  branches. 
The  council  accepted  charges 

against  Maida  Reade  who  used  an 
Equity  addressograph  to  send  out  Re- 

publican campaign  literature.  A  hear- 
ing on  the  charges  will  be  held  Nov. 

19. 

Expect  Revision  of 
Excess  Profits  Tax 

Washington,  Nov.  5. — Revision  of 
the  new  excess  profits  tax,  due  to  be- 

come effective  Jan.  1,  is  seen  as  a 
strong  possibility  because  Treasury 
experts  have  found  the  provisions  am- 

biguous and  unworkable.  The  bill 
calls  for  heavy  taxes  on  profits  in  ex- 

cess of  the  1936-'39  average. It  is  believed  here  that  litigation 
may  result  if  the  present  ambiguous 
clauses  remain,  and  the  Treasury  is 
having  difficulty  drafting  regulations 
from  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The 
bill  was  drawn  hastily  and  it  is  be- 

lieved it  can  be  redrafted  before  the 
end  of  the  year  if  Congress  takes  it 
up  when  it  reconvenes  Nov.  18. 

Bookers  Hold  Meeting 
The  Motion  Picture  Bookers  Club 

held  a  social  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Lincoln  on  Monday  night.  Harold 
Kline  of  the  Cocalis  Circuit  was  in charge. 

Alaskan  Outlet 
The  first  Alaskan  network 

outlet  has  been  signed  by  Mu- 
tual. KGBU,  Ketchikan,  with 

1,000  watts,  900  k.c,  has  be- 
come Mutual's  161st  outlet. 

Since  there  are  no  telephone 
lines  to  Alaska,  WGBU  will 
pick  up  the  signal  from  KOL, 
Seattle,  and  KMU,  Tacoma, 
and  rebroadcast.  WKNY, 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  has  joined 
Mutual  as  the  162nd  affiliate. 

Radio  Strike  Cancelled  In  Mexico 
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Sunday  Shows 

Approved  by 

44  Pa.  Towns 

64  Communities  in  State 

Reject  Proposal 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  6. — Returns 
received  here  today  from  108  Penn- 

sylvania cities  and  towns  in  whicfi  ref- 
erenda were  held  yesterday  on  Sunday 

films  indicate  that  44  communities  ap- 
proved Sunday  shows  and  64  voted 

against  them. 
Under  the  state  law,  any  municipal- 

ity, upon  petition,  may  raise  the  ques- 
tion every  five  years.  Harrisburg, 

the  state  capital,  which  never  has  had 
Sunday  films,  voted  the  proposition 
down  by  a  vote  of  17,449  to  15,502. 
However,  this  was  a  marked  gain 

in  sentiment  favoring  the  proposal, 
since  five  years  ago,  when  this  city 
voted  on  the  subject,  the  vote  in  op- 

position was  considerably  greater, 
with  a  vote  of  19,439  to  9,231. 
Among  the  more  important  cities 

which  yesterday  approved  Sunday 
films  are :  Carnegie,  Reading,  Wind- 
ber,  Easton,  Ashland  and  Lebanon, 
all  of  which  have  had  Sunday  films 
in  operation  for  at  least  five  years 
and  voted  to  continue  it. 

Among  cities  which  voted  for  Sun- 
day films  for  the  first  time  are :  Beav- 
er Falls,  Doylestown,  Johnstown, 

Lancaster,  AJlentown,  Hazleton, 
Pottstown,  Behlehem  and  Mt.  Carmel. 

Imporant  cities,  besides  Harrisburg, 
which  heretofore  have  not  had  Sun- 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

U.A.  Stockholders 

Will  Meet  on  Nov.  19 

United  Artists'  annual  stockholders 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Hollywood 
Nov.  19. 
Maurice  Silverstone,  chief  executive 

of  the  company,  will  leave  here  by 
train  on  Sunday  for  the  Coast  and 
will  remain  there  for  the  meeting. 
Charles  Schwartz,  counsel  and  board 
member,  will  leave  by  train  today  and 
also  will  remain  in  Hollywood  for 
the  meeting. 

'Dictator'  Opens  Its 
Canadian  Run  Today 
Toronto,  Nov.  6. — The  Canadian 

premiere  of  "The  Great  Dictator"  will 
be  held  at  the  Elgin  Theatre,  Ottawa, 
tomorrow,  with  regular  continuous 
performances.  Officials  of  United 
Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.,  and  of  Twentieth 
Century  Theatres,  Ltd.,  an  independ- 

ent circuit  of  which  the  Elgin  is  a 
unit,  are  attending  the  opening. 

Daylight  Time  Loses 

Again  in  California 

Hollywood,  Nov.  6.  —  Cali- 
fornia again  voted  down  a 

daylight  saving  time  proposal 
on  the  basis  of  incomplete, 
unofficial  returns  today.  The 
proposition  was  defeated  by 
two  to  one. 
The  voters  in  1930  turned 

down  the  proposal  and  the 
state  legislature  has  defeated 
it  five  times.  All  major  stu- 

dios contributed  short  sub- 
jects shown  in  virtually  all 

theatres  calling  for  the  defeat 
of  the  plan. 

New  Wind" 
Premiere 

M-G-M  plans  to  launch  the  general 
release  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  in 
January  at  popular  prices  with  fan- 

fare similar  to  that  which  greeted  the 
roadshow  engagement  of  the  film  a 
year  ago. 
A  general  release  premiere  will  be 

held  in  Atlanta  or  some  other  large 
Southern  city  about  Dec.  15,  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  opening  night  prob- 

ably going  to  the  British  War  Relief 
Fund,  and  the  stars  of  the  film  ex- 

pected to  attend. 
The  general  release  will  entail  no 

cut  in  running  time,  the  David  O. 
Selznick  production  being  scheduled 
to  run  three  hours  and  45  minutes, 
the  time  of  the  roadshow  engage- 
ments. 

It  appears  that  Atlanta,  where  the 
original  world  premiere  was  held,  is 
favored  as  the  site  of  the  general  re- 

lease premiere  for  a  return  engage- 
ment. William  R.  Ferguson,  M- 

G-M  exploitation  department  head, 
discussed  plans  in  Atlanta  this  week. 

FINAL  ARBITRATION 

BUDGET  $490,000 

$90,000  Cut  in  Proposed  Figure  for  First 

Year's  Operation;  Lowers  Appeal 

Chairman's  Salary  to  $20,000 

Final  agreement  was  reached  on  Tuesday  establishing  a  budget  of 

$490,000  for  the  first  year's  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  arbitration 
boards  under  the  consent  decree.  The  agreement  represents  a  $90,000 

reduction  in  the  originally  proposed  budget  of  $580,000  which  the  con- 
senting companies  rejected  as  being  too  high.  _ 

Among  the  reductions  made  were 

British  Trade  Kills 

Gov't  Films  Plan 

London,  Nov.  6— The  recently 

proposed  plan  for  an  Army  Council 
to  monopolize  the  providing  of  film 
entertainment  for  soldiers  was  killed 
yesterday. 

A  joint  trade  meeting  of  the  Cinemat- 
ograph Exhibitors  Association  and  the 

Kinematograph  Renters  Society  (dis- 
tributors) exhaustively  discussed  the 

situation,  probably  following  informal 
conversations  with  the  War  Office  and 

sent  a  letter  reiterating  the  trade's objections  in  strong  terms.  It  was 

urged  that  present  agencies  are  func- 
tioning satisfactory  and  that  the  in- 

dustry itself  could  supply  all  the  en- tertainment needed  for  the  troops. 

The  Army  Council  plan  aimed  at 
the  establishment  of  150  mobile  16mm. 
units  and  150  35mm.  units.  They  would 

be  used  primarily  for  technical  train- 
ing of  troops  but  would  also  show 

entertainment  films  without  admission 
charge.  This  would  be  a  complete 
change  in  the  present  procedure. 

Canadian  Unity  Foreshadowing 

Loss  of  French  Film  Popularity 
Toronto,  Nov.  6. — The  end  appears  to  be  in  sight  for  French 

language  films  in  the  Dominion  but  not  because  of  any  lack  of 
product  from  France,  either  occupied  or  unoccupied. 
Developments  in  international  affairs  have  encouraged  the  adop- 

tion of  a  policy  whereby  French  Canadians,  who  have  strongly 
supported  French  pictures  and  had  persisted  in  the  use  of  the 
French  tongue  with  clannish  zeal,  now  are  being  urged  by  their 
own  leaders  to  "learn  English"  if  they  want  to  get  anywhere  in  the 
every  day  life  of  this  continent. 
The  French  Canadians,  who  have  isolated  themselves  with  their 

patois,  have  been  told  by  newspapers  and  speakers  that  they  must 
use  English  and  that  they  must  adopt  eye  and  ear  methods  of 
catching  up  on  the  English  language  if  they  are  to  take  their  places 
in  commerce  and  industry.  This  means  they  are  to  cast  off  their 
traditional  ties  with  France,  including  the  enthusiasm  for  French films. 

those  which  resulted  in  lowering  the 
salary  of  the  chairman  of  the  national 
appeals  board  from  $25,000  annually 
to  $20,000  annually,  and  the  salaries 
of  the  other  two  members  of  the 
board  from  $20,000  to  $17,500.  The 
three  will  be  appointed  by  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive 
secretary  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association,  will 
leave  for  a  visit  to  the  32  ex- 

change cities  in  which  arbitra- 
tion boards  will  be  set  up  fol- 

lowing approval  of  the  decree 
by  Judge  Goddard.  He  will 
select  panels  for  the  local 
boards  and  establish  offices 
for  them  during  the  trip. 

Meanwhile,  two  additional  minor 
changes  in  the  rules  of  arbitration 
were  made  yesterday.  The  first  was 

the  elimination  of  the  word  "same"  in 
the  first  line  of  the  new  fifth  para- 

graph on  Page  1  of  the  rules  of  arbi- tration. The  second  was  the  addition 
of  the  following  phrase  to  the  second 
line  of  the  last  paragraph  on  Page 

3,  following  the  word  "arbitrator" : "or  in  the  case  of  an  arbitration  of 
a  controversy  under  either  Section 
IV  or  Section  VII  of  the  decree  at 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

W.B.  District  Heads 

Arrive  for  Parleys 

Warner  district  managers  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada  arrived 
yesterday  for  home  office  conferences 
with  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager,  and  Carl  Leserman,  his  as- 

sistant. The  managers,  who  will  re- 
turn to  their  territories  over  the  week- 
end, include : 

Robert  Smeltzer,  Central  district, 
Washington ;  Rud  Lohrenz,  Midwest, 
Chicago ;  Ed  Schnitzer,  Eastern ; 
James  Winn,  Prairie,  Kansas  City ; 
Fred  Jack,  Southern,  Dallas ;  Henry 
Herbel,  West  Coast,  Los  Angeles ; 
and  Wolfe  Cohen,  Canada,  Toronto. 
Ralph  McCoy,  Atlanta  branch  man- 

ager, is  also  here, 
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Making  Film  Record 
of  U.S.  Aid  to  Britain 

London,  Nov.  6. — Duff  Coop- 
er told  the  House  of  Com- 

mons today  that  the  British 
Ministry  of  Information  is 
producing  a  film  record  of  the 
help  of  the  United  States  to 
Britain's  Red  Cross  relief fund. 

Mexican  Film  Total 

Is  Facing  New  Low 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  6. — Mexican 
production  appears  headed  for  a  new 
low,  unless  there  is  an  unusual  spurt 
between  now  and  Dec.  31.  The  fea- 

ture output  up  to  Oct.  31  was  19 — the 
fewest  that  has  been  produced  since 
the  industry  began  in  this  country  with 
the  production  of  talking  films  in 
1930.  Of  the  1940  production  total, 
only  10  have  been  exhibited. 

La  China  Poblana,  Mexico's  na- tional feminine  costume,  is  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  picture  Miguel  Contraras 
Torres  is  to  make  this  Fall.  The  pic- 

ture is  to  cost  |31,000,  the  highest 
outlay  for  a  Mexican  film  in  many 
years. 

Toronto  Red  Cross 

Fund  Total  $23,000 
Toronto,  Nov.  6. — The  film  indus- 

try of  Toronto,  through  its  special 
campaign  committees,  headed  by  Gor- 

don Lightstone  for  the  exchanges  and 
N.  A.  Taylor  for  the  theatres,  has 
handed  over  more  than  $23,000  in  cash 
subscriptions  as  a  result  of  the  cam- 

paign of  the  Red  Cross  Society  of 
Canada.  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  presi- 

dent of  the  Ontario  Branch  of  the  So- 
ciety, accepted  the  donations  which 

were  handled  by  the  Motion  Picture 
War  Services  Committee,  of  which  N. 
L.  Nathanson  is  the  president. 

U.A.  Files  Plea  Notice 
United  Artists  Corp.  yesterday  filed 

notice  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court 
that  it  will  ask  Federal  Judge  John 
W.  Clancy  on  Nov.  15  to  dismiss  the 
amended  complaint  of  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn,  Inc.,  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  in  the 
suit  which  asks  cancellation  of  Gold- 
wyn's  contract  with  United  Artists. 

All-Chinese  Film 
House  for  Frisco 
San  Francisco,  Nov.  6. 

/CONSTRUCTION  has  been 
L/  begun  on  a  $100,000  all- 
Chinese  talking  picture  the- 

atre in  Chinatown,  to  be 
owned  and  operated  by  Grand 
View  Film  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hongkong, 
which  is  owned  by  10  promi- 

nent local  Chinese.  The  house 
will  open  Dec.  1,  have  400 
seats,  and  be  managed  by  Jo- 

seph Sunn,  who  also  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Aim  production 

company.  Chinese  talking 
films  will  be  shown  four  days 
weekly,  accompanied  by 
American  shorts  and  news- 
reels.  American  duals  will  be 
shown  the  other  three  days. 

Personal  Mention 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO president,     arrived    from  the 
Coast  by  plane  on  Tuesday. • 

Harry  Brand,  20th  Century-Fox 
studio  publicity  director,  arrives  today 
from  the  Coast. 

• 

Teddy  Carr,  United  Artists_  man- 
aging director  for  England,  is  ex- 
pected here  from  London  in  the  near 

future  for  a  home  office  visit. 

E.  J.  Sparks  is  in  town  from Miami. 

Bob  Mochrie,  Eastern  and  South- 
ern division  sales  manager  for  RKO, 

will  return  from  a  Southern  business 
trip  this  weekend. • 

Walt  Disney  is  in  Atlanta,  en 
route  here  from  the  Coast.  He  is 
expected  in  New  York  this  week- end. 

Henry  Koster,  Universal  director, 
will  arrive  from  the  Coast  by  plane 
today  to  spend  a  vacation  here  with 
his  wife,  and  daughter,  who  preceded 
him  to  New  York. • 

Anthony  Boscardine,  operator  of 
the  Colonial,  Canaan,  Conn.,  announc- 

es the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  Jean, 
cashier  at  the  theatre,  to  Lawrence 
Stone  of  Canaan. • 
Richard  Hyland  and  Arthur 

Leonard,  executives  of  Cinemasters, 

Inc.,  producing  "Hobby  Lobby"  shorts for  Columbia,  left  by  plane  yesterday 
for  the  Coast. 

Ethel  Butterworth  has  joined  the 
New  York  office  of  Russel  Birdwell 
and  Associates,  headed  by  Myer  P. Beck. 

t  OSEPH  McCONVILLE,  foreign 
3  manager  for  Columbia ;  Jack 
Segal,  manager  of  foreign  exchange 
operations,  and  Charles  Roberts, 
home  office  supervisor  for  Latin 
America,  leave  Buenos  Aires  today 
for  a  visit  to  Chile  which  will  con- 

clude their  tour  of  South  America. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  T.  J.  Con- 
nors, Ted  O'Shea,  William  A. 

Scully,  Jack  Bowen,  Ben  Abner, 
Louis  Frisch,  Sam  Shain,  Charles 
E.  McCarthy,  Maurice  Kann, 
Ben  Shlyen,  Charles  M.  Reagan, 
Ed  Saunders,  George  Skouras, 
George  Weltner,  Nat  Kalcheim, 
John  W.  Hicks  and  Owen  Davis 

having  lunch  yesterday  at  Nick's Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. 

Sam  Rinzler,  Morris  Kinzler,  Ed 
Peskay,  Albert  Margolies,  Edward 
Wolf,  Rube  Jackter,  William 
Moses  and  Eugene  Picker  lunching 
at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yes- terday. 

• 

Jack  Mills,  Sam  Citron,  Doug- las Rothacker  and  Al  Altman  at 
the  Tavern  yesterday  for  lunch. 

Harry  Brandt,  Joseph  Mosko- 
witz,  Nate  Spingold,  Harry  Cohn, 
Irving  Berlin  and  Jack  Goetz,  hav- 

ing lunch  yesterday  at  Lindy's  (51st 

St.). 

• 

Barney  Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor, 
Jacob  Wilk,  Clayton  Bond,  Al 
Lewis  and  William  Melniker 

lunching  yesterday  at  Sardi's. 

Max  Tabackman  of  the  Rivoli, 
West  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Jules  Liv- 

ingston, film  man,  were  the  winners 
in  a  New  Haven  city  bridge  tourna- ment. 

Tax  Appeal  in  Ohio 

Delayed  to  Spring 
Columbus,  Nov.  6. — The  suit  of 

John  V.  Bostick,  taxpayer,  asking  an 
order  against  the  Ohio  Tax  Commis- 

sion to  compel  collection  of  the  three 
per  cent  sales  tax  on  film  rentals  since 
the  law  became  effective  four  years 
ago,  probably  will  not  be  heard  in  the 
Appellate  Court  until  Spring. 
The  State  Tax  Department  main- tains that  film  rentals  are  tax  exempt, 

according  to  a  ruling  of  the  Attorney 
General,  despite  an  opinion  of  the  Tax 
Board  that  these  rentals  come  within 
the  classification  of  taxable  commodi- 
ties. 

Skouras  Trial  Nov.  20 

Federal  Judge  Samuel  J.  Mandel- 
baum  yesterday  postponed  trial  of  the 
Government  case  against  George  P. 
Skouras,  Skouras  Theatres  Corp., 
Ktima  Corp.,  and  Harvey  B.  Newins 
until  Nov.  20  on  request  of  attorneys 
for  both  sides. 

Gilson  Is  Injured 
Charles  E.  Gilson,  March  of  Time 

cameraman,  is  in  Portsmouth  Hospi- 
tal, Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  with  a  frac- 

tured pelvis  and  a  leg  injury  suffered 
in  an  automobile  accident  Sunday 
night  while  on  an  assignment  with  his 
assistant,  Burt  Pike. 

Houses  in  Canada 

Town  Form  Group 

Toronto,  Nov.  6. — All  theatre  man- 
agers of  London,  Ontario,  have  be- 
come members  of  the  London  The- 
atres Association,  with  W.  K.  Tru- 

dell  of  the  Capitol,  a  circuit  theatre, 
as  chairman,  and  Jack  Whitehouse, 
manager  of  the  Centre,  independent, as  secretary. 

The  first  moves  of  the  organization, 
which  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
Dominion,  was  to  clear  up  the  charity 
appeal  situation  and  to  obtain  a  daily 
film  section  in  the  local  daily,  the  Free 
Press,  the  display  advertisements  be- 

ing moved  from  the  obituary  page. 
Local  exhibitors  had  been  swamped 
with  requests  for  cooperation  from  all 
types  of  welfare  and  patriotic  socie- 

ties but  now  every  application  for  the- 
atre help  is  being  passed  upon  by  the 

managers  as  a  body. 

Defense  Asks  Cassil 

Action  Be  Dismissed 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  6. — Defendants 

in  the  $450,000  anti-trust  damage  suit 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Cassil,  Rialto, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  have  filed  motions  to 
dismiss  the  suit  in  Federal  district 
court  here.  Defendants  are  major  dis- 

tributors and  Dubinsky  Brothers  cir- cuit. 

First  in  10  Years 

Mangham,  La.,  Nov.  6. 
JDESIDENTS  of  this  small ■ft-  town  will  have  the  op- 

portunity to  see  their  first 
motion  picture  in  10  years  on 
Dec.  9,  when  the  first  theatre 
opens  since  the  old  silent 
days.  The  new  house  will  be 
called  the  Liberty  and  will  be 
managed  by  Sam  Piro,  who 
also  managed  the  only  the- atre here  years  ago. 

Oppose  Pittsburgh 

Operator  Licenses 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  6. — An  ordinance 
has  been  proposed  to  the  City  Coun- 

cil by  Lawrence  Katz,  representative 
of  the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.,  to  require  pro- 

jectionists of  all  kinds  of  motion  pic- tures to  be  licensed. 
The  proposal  has  been  called 

some  quarters  an  attempt  to  _  for 

membership  in  the  operators'  union a  prerequisite  for  all  persons  who 
show  pictures  outside  their  homes, 
whether  they  be  8  mm  or  16  mm  or 
35  mm,  in  church  or  public  meeting 
or  anywhere  else. 

Introduced  allegedly  to  provide  for 
better  regulation  of  films  and  partial 
larly  to  check  on  subversive  or  im- 

moral pictures,  the  ordinance  would 
require  amateur  projectionists  to  serve 
as  apprentices  under  licensed  opera- tors for  six  months,  then  pass  a  city 
examination  and  pay  a  $2  license  fee. 

Union's  Demand  Kills 

Cleveland  Show  Plan 
Cleveland,  Nov.  6. — Plans  for  I 

three  stage  shows  lined  up  here  by 
Loew's  officials  for  the  State  were 
called  off  when  the  musicians'  union,  . 
which  requested  a  20-week  contract 
for  the  season,  refused  to  compromise 
with  the  circuit  on  10  weeks. 

As  a  result  of  the  controversy,  the-  , 
atre  officials  said  it  appeared  that  no 
vaudeville  will  be  presented  this  Win- 

ter. The  cancelled  show  was  trans- ferred to  Columbus. 

Cohen  Joins  Hirliman 
Ben  Cohen  of  the  Warner  home  of- 

fice publicity  department  has  resigned 

to  join  George  Hirliman's  production unit  on  the  Coast  as  assistant. 
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IWAIT  TILL  YOU  HEAR  FROM  THE  MOB 

—when  you  play 

UNIVERSALIS 
RIOT  ROMANCE 

set  to  music ...  and  comedy. .. 

to  make  a  nation's  heart  glow 
and  its  feet  itch  to  dance! 

Hi 
 NI
GH
T 

•JpjOPICS starring 

ALLAN  JONES  •  NANCY  KELL 
Song-Star  of  "The  Boys  from  Syracuse" At  her  loveliest  since  "Jesse  James' 

BUD  ABBOTT  &  LOU  COSTELLO 

Radio  Sensations  of  "I'm  a  baaad  boy"  fame 

ROBERT  CUMMWGS 

Romantic  Hero  of  "Spring  Parade" 
with  MARY  BOLAND  •  LEO  CARRILLO  •  WILLIAM  FRAWLEY 

PEGGY  MORAN  •  NINA  ORLA  •  RICHARD  CARLE 

Directed  by  A.  EDWARD  SUTHERLAND 

Associate  Producer:  Leonard  Spigelgass 
.«     Screenplay  by  Gertrude  Purcell  and  Charles  Grayson 

',  ft  Adapted  by  Kathryn  Scola  and  Francis  Martin  from 
*'  >jf  the  novel  "Love  Insurance"  by  Earl  Derr  Biggers 

A  THRILLING  JEROME  KERN  SC 

Hot  hit  songs:  "Farandola,"  "You  and  Your  Kiss,"  " 
Philosophy,"  "Your  Dream,"  and  "Remind  Me." 
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Showmanship 

iFlashes   .  . 

;  School  Band  Contest 

\  Aids  'Strike  Up  Band' 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Nov.  6. — Pro- 

|  motion  for  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  con- sisted of  a  tieup  with  the  Auburn- 
'  Howard     freshman     football  game 
played  at  Legion  Field,  all  proceeds  of 
which  went  to  the  Crippled  Children's 
clinic.  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Gar- 

land, stars  in  the  picture,  bought  $100 
worth  of  tickets  to  the  show  and  the 
haton  used  by  Mickey  in  the  picture 
'was  presented  to  the  drum  major  of :the   high   school   band   winning  the 
championship   in  a   contest   in  con- 

nection with  the  game. 

Football  Teams  on 

Stage  for  'Rockne' 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Nov.  6.— Man- 

ager Fred  Lee  and  Assistant  Man- 
ager Tom  Broderick  of  the  Capitol, 

in  their  campaign  on  "Knute 
"Rockne — All  American,"  set  aside five  nights  for  the  local  high 
schools  when  the  respective  bands, 
teams  and  cheer  leaders  were  intro- 

duced from  the  stage  during  a 
special  10-minute  program  before 
the  last  show. 

j  'Ramparts'  Book Brings  Time  Award 
The  March  of  Time  received  an 

award  of  special  merit  for  excellence 
in  commercial  printing  at  the  opening 
of  the  sixth  annual  printing  exhibition 
of  the  New  York  Employing  Printers 
Association.  The  award  was  made 

.  for  the  clip  and  work  book  on  "The 
Ramparts  We  Watch,"  prepared  by 
the  advertising  and  publicity  depart- 

ment, headed  by  Albert  E.  Sindlinger. 

'<  Army  Unit  on  Opening 
Of  'World  in  Flames' 

Baltimore,  Nov.  6. — In  connection 
|  with    the    opening    of    "World  in 
Flames"  at  Keith's,  Manager  Law- 

|  rence  Schanberger  arranged  with  a 
j  nearby  army  post  to  furnish  two  anti- 
|  aircraft  searchlights  for  the  first 
I  showing.  Stationed  outside  the  the- 
[  atre,  they  were  handled  by  a  squad  of 

soldiers. 

Seek  Girl  for  Role  in 
.  Broadcast  on  'Zorro' 
|     Cincinnati,  Nov.  6.  —  A  talent 
|  search  is  being  conducted  here  for  a 
,  girl  who  most  closely  resembles  the 
\  Linda  Darnell  type,  to  appear  in  Miss 
J  Darnell's  role  in  the  air  version  of 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro,"  to  be  broadcast from  here  on  the  Kate  Smith  hour 
Nov.  1,  simultaneously  with  the  world 
premiere  of  the  picture  at  the  RKO 
Albee  and  Shubert.  The  winner  will 
be  selected  by  a  special  committee 
headed  by  Ted  Collins. 

Interview  with  Player 
Plugs  'Knute  Rockne' 

Janesville,  Wis.,  Nov.  6.— Eaton 
Sizer,  manager  of  the  Jeffris  Thea- 

tre here,  promoted  the  appearance  of 
John  Tobin,  a  member  of  the  last 
Notre  Dame  football  squad  coached 
by  the  late  Knute  Rockne  in  an  inter- 

view over  Station  WCLO  to  plug 
the  film,  "Knute  Rockne,  All-Ameri- 
can,"  at  the  theatre. 

Feature  Review 

"Glamour  for  Sale" 
(Columbia) 

The  rackets  which  allegedly  lie  behind  the  escort  business  form  the 
comparatively  new  screen  theme  of  "Glamour  for  Sale."  Competent 
direction  is  provided  by  D.  Ross  Lederman.  John  Bright  wrote  the 
original  screenplay. 

Roger  Pryor,  co-starred  with  Anita  Louise,  is  seen  as  a  police  under- 
cover man  investigating  escort  service  rackets.  Miss  Louise  is  em- 

ployed at  first  at  a  legitimate  service  but  becomes  involved  in  another 
which  blackmails  its  clientele.  With  her  assistance,  Pryor  and  the  po- 

lice obtain  conclusive  evidence  against  the  racketeers. 
The  story  moves  rapidly  and  effectively.  Frances  Robinson,  Don  Bed- 

doe,  Paul  Fix  and  Arthur  Loft  in  featured  roles  perform  smoothly. 
Pryor  is  good,  too,  while  Miss  Louise  handles  her  script  skillfully. 

Running  time,  59  minutes.  "G."* 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Community  Chest  Leaders 

Touring  Coast  Agencies 

Hollywood,  Nov.  6 

COMMUNITY  Chest  drive  leaders in  the  local  film  industry  have 

started  personal  tours  of  the  agen- 
cies deriving  benefits  from  the  chest 

funds,  under  a  plan  of  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
chairman.  No  drive  leader  soliciting 
funds  will  do  so  before  witnessing  the 

work  being  accomplished  at  the  vari- ous institutions,  according  to  Mayer. •  • 

Alice  Faye,  Don  Ameche  and 
Carmen  Miranda  are  set  for 
"The  Road  to  Rio,"  20th  Century- 
Fox.  . . .  John  Litel,  Frieda  Ines- 

cort  top  the  cast  of  Warners' "Father  and  Son,"  which  D. 
Ross  Lederman  will  direct.  .  •  . 
20th  Century-Fox  has  pur- 

chased "Bucharest  Ballerina 
Murders,"  novel  by  F.  van  Wyck 
Mason,  and  "Swamp  Water," story  by  Vereen  Bell  soon  to  be 
published  in  the  Saturday  Eve- 

ning Post. •  • 

Wallace  Beery  will  do  "Bad 
Man,"  from  the  famous  Porter  Emer- 

son Brown  play,  as  his  next  at 
M-G-M.  Richard  Thorpe  will  direct 
with  J.  Walter  Ruben  producing. 
.  .  .  Gordon  Jones  joins  Paramount's 
"Reaching  for  the  Sun"  cast,  headed 
by  Joel  McCrea  and  Ellen  Drew. 
Renie  Riano  has  been  set  for  the 

leading  character  role  in  "You're  the 
One,"  Orrin  Tucker-Bonnie  Baker vehicle  at  Paramount  which  Gene 
Markey  is  producing  and  Ralph 
Murphy  directing. •  • 

James  Ellison  has  been  given  a 
leading  role  in  RKO'S  "They  Met  in 
Argentina,"  in  which  Maureen 
O'Hara,  Alberto  Vila,  Buddy  Eb- 
sen  and  Joseph  Buloff  will  appear. 
Music  is  by  Rodgers  and  Hart.  .  .  . 
Republic  is  borrowing  Dorothy 
Davenport  from  Samuel  Goldwyn 

for  the  feminine  lead  in  "The- Flag- 
pole Needs  a  Flag"  opposite  Lloyd Nolan. •  • 

M-G-M  has  organized  a  group  of 
composers  who  will  do  original 
themes  for  dramatic  sequences  for 
film  scores.  The  group  now  includes 
Eucen  Zador,  symphony  composer ; 
Daniele  Amfiteatrof,  noted  Russian 

composer,  and  Mario  Castlenuevo- 
Tedesco,  collaborator  with  Jascha 
Heifetz  on  "The  Prophets." •  • 

Laurence  Stallings  has  been 
signed  to  write  the  screenplay 
from  Rudyard  Kipling's  "The 
Jungle  Book,"  which  will  star 
Sabu.  Zoltan  Korda  will  direct 
the  film,  which  will  be  distrib- 

uted by  United  Artists, e  • 

After  encountering  casting  difficul- 
ties, Hal  Roach  last  week  started 

"Topper  Returns,"  third  of  the  pic- tures based  on  the  Thorne  Smith  char- 
acters. With  Carole  Landis  replac- 

ing Joan  Bennett  and  Dennis 
O'Keefe  replacing  Victor  Mature, 
the  cast  consists  of,  in  addition  to  the 
"regulars,"  Billie  Burke  and  Roland 
Young,  Joan  Blondell,  H.  B.  War- 

ner, Eddie  "Rochester"  Anderson 
and  Patsy  Kelly.  Roy  Del  Ruth 
is  directing  from  an  original  screen- 

play by  Jonathan  Hale  and  Gordon 
Douglas.  .  .  .Victor  Heerman  and 
Sarah  Y.  Mason  have  been  set  to  do 

the  screenplay  for  "The  Light  of 
Heart,"  from  Emlyn  Williams'  play 
at  20th  Century-Fox. 

•  • Jack  Oa  kie  has  withdrawn  from 
the  cast  of  20th  Century-Fox's  "Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome,"  in  favor  of  a 
role  in  the  same  studio's  "The  Great 
American  Broadcast"  .  .  .  M-G-M  has 
given  Melvyn  Douglas  a  term  con- 

tract .  .  .  Heather  Angel  joins  the 
cast  of  RKO's  "Kitty  Foyle,"  which 
Sam  Wood  is  directing.  Ginger  Rog- 

ers is  starred  .  .  .  Akim  Tamiroff 

has  been  assigned  to  Paramount's "New  York  Town"  .  .  .  Phil  and 
Julius  Epstein  have  had  their  writ- 

ing contracts  at  Warners  extended 
.  .  .  Jacqueline  Wells  replaces  Ann 
Doran  in  Monogram's  "Her  Father's 
Daughter,"  Gene  Stratton  Porter 
story. 

Gloria  Jean  Due  Today 
Gloria  Jean  will  arrive  from  the 

Coast  by  train  today  for  four  days  of 
personal  appearances  in  RKO  metro- 

politan circuit  houses  here.  She  will 
leave  for  Scranton,  Pa.,  her  home 
town,  on  Monday. 

'Dictator'  Is 

Philadelphia 

Top,  $28,300 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  6. — As  the 

election  campaign  neared  its  close,  the 
local  theatres  took  a  sudden  dip  in 
attendance.  At  the  Aldine,  the  first 
week  of  "The  Great  Dictator"  at  in- creased prices  brought  a  strong 

$28,300.  "Hit  Parade  of  1941"  at  the 
Earle,  with  Gene  Krupa's  band,  took 

$24,000. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  30-Nov.  1 : 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.A.) 
ALDINE  —  (1,400)     (7Sc-$1.14)    7  days. Gross:  $28,300.     (Average,  $9,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) ARCADIA—  (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days, ?nd  run.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average,  $2,600) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
BOYD  —  (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,600.  (Average, 

$13,000) "Hit  Parade  of  1841"  (Rep.) 
EARLE  —  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Gene 
Krupa's  orchestra,  Ray  Bolger  and  Sunny O'Dea.  Gross:  $24,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Jean  Car- 

roll, Annette,  Fanny  &  Kitty  Watson,  Olyn 
Landrick,  Chester  Fredericks  &  Gloria 
Lane,  and  Herman  Timberg,  Jr.,  &  Pat 
Rooney,  Jr.  Gross:  $6,800.  (Average,  $6,900) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
FOX — (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  6  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,400.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
KARLTON  —  (1,000)  (3Sc-41c-46c-57c-68c) 7  days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,700.  (Average, 

$3,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Average, 

$4,500) "Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
STANLEY  —  (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c) 7  days.  Gross:  $13,300.  (Average,  $14,000) 

"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,700.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Rhythm'  St.  Louis 

Best  With  $13,000 

St.  Louis,  Nov.  6. — "Rhythm  on 
the  River"  and  "Angels  Over  Broad- 

way" at  the  Fox  drew  $13,000  in  a 
week  of  generally  slow  business.  The 
Presidential  candidates  on  the  air  also 
hurt  grosses. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  31: "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 

"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS  STATE— (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  6  days.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average,  7 

days,  $13,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
MISSOURI  —  (3,514)   (28c-39c-44c-56c)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,400.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (RKO) 
FOX— (5,038)  (28c-39c-44c-56c)  9  days. Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  7  days,  $11,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West" 
AMBASSADOR  —  (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 6  days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  7  days, $11,500) 

"The  Sea  Hawk"  (W.  B.) "Margie"  (Univ.) 

ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,000.     (Average,  $2,500) 

Park  to  Address  Club 
William  C.  Park  of  Paramount 

News,  who  wrote  and  documented 
"The  World  in  Flames,"  and  Lewis 
Buddy,  Jr.,  continental  European 
chief  for  the  newsreel,  will  address 
the  Paramount  Pep  Club  class  in  vo- 

cational advancement  on  Nov.  12. 
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Budget  Is  Cut 

To  $490,000 

On  Arbitration 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
any  time  prior  to  the  appointment  of 
an  arbitrator." 

Government  attorneys  said  yesterday 
that  all  individuals,  officers  and  di- 

rectors of  defendant  companies,  will 
be  eliminated  as  defendants  in  the 
amended  complaint  which  it  plans  to 
file  against  Universal,  Columbia  and 
United  Artists  in  the  near  future. 
The  Government  spokesman  ex- 

plained that  the  Government  is  not 
seeking  relief  against  individuals,  but 
rather  against  distribution  compa- 

nies whose  officers,  directors  and  em- 
ployes would  be  bound  in  any  event 

if  a  judgment  was  obtained  against 
the  companies.  The  65-page  com- 

plaint also  will  name  the  five  con- 
senting companies  but  they  will  be 

eliminated  as  defendants  when  the 
decree  is  approved. 

Government  spokesmen  gave  no  in- 
dication of  when  they  expect  to  file 

the  amended  complaint,  but  an  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  file  it  is  expected 

to  be  made  to  Judge  Goddard  at  the 
hearing  scheduled  for  next  Thursday. 

'Deb,'  Maxwell  Unit 

$20,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Nov.  6. — The  Fox  grossed 
$20,000  with  "Public  Deb  No._  1"  and the  personal  appearance  of  its  star 
Elsa  Maxwell  and  her  troupe.  Else- 

where business  was  slow. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  31 : 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
ADAMS — (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$5,000.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Strange  Cargo"  (M-G-M) 
"Ladies  Must  Live"  (W.B.) 
FISHER — (2,700)  (ISc-SOc)  7  days.  Gross: 

55,800.     (Average,  $7,000) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  On 
stage:  Elsa  Maxwell  and  troupe;  Shyretto 
Trio,  Staples  &  Company,  Maurice  &  Betty 
Wheaton.  Gross:  $20,000.  (Average,  $15,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
"Dancing  On  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN — (4,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"The  Ramparts  We   Watch"  (RKO) 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) PALMS — (2,700)     (25c-39c-55c)     7  days. Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS — (2,000)  (20c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $7,500.    (Average,  $10,000) 

'Finger'  at  $11,000 
In  Baltimore  Slump 
Baltimore,  Nov.  6. — The  election 

campaign  and  two  holdovers  held  busi- 
ness down.  At  the  Century  "Third 

Finger,  Left  Hand"  drew  $11,000  in six  days. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  31  : 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY—  (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)   6  days. 

Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"Pastor  Halt"  (U.  A) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $9,000) 

"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
NEW— (1,581)    (15c-28c-35c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY-(3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average, ?1 2.000) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME— (2,205)  05c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-6Gc)  7  days.  "Variety  Hit  Parade"  on stage.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 

'Beverly  Hills'  to 
Premiere  Tonight 

"Beverly  Hills,"  a  new  play 
about  Hollywood  by  Lynn 
Starling  and  Howard  J. 
Green,  will  be  presented  at 
the  Fulton  tonight  by  Laur- 

ence Schwab  and  Otto  L. 
Preminger.  Ilka  Chase,  Violet 
Heming  and  Helen  Claire 
head  the  cast.  Charles  Wash- 

burn is  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  for  the 

show. 

'Boys,9  Stage  Show 

$13,800  in  Buffalo 

Buffalo,  Nov.  6. — "Boys  of  the 
City,"  with  a  stage  show,  "The  Holly- 

wood Hotel  Revue"  at  the  Twentieth 
Century,  grossed  .$13,800.  "Angels 
Over  Broadway"  and  "Military  Acad- 

emy" at  the  Lafayette  scored  $9,000. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  2 : 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) BUFFALO1 — (3,489)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 
Maurice  Nicholson,  organist,  with  Meyer 
Balsom,  baritone.  Gross:  $11,700.  (Aver- 

age, $12,000) 
"A  Dispatch  From  Reuter's"  (W.B.) "Hold  That  Woman"  (Prod.  Rel.  Corp.) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (35c-55c)  6  days. 

Gross:  $4,400.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Brigham  Young — Frontiersman,"  (20th- 

Fox) 

"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
HIPPODROME — (2,100)  (35c-50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,900.    (Average,  $6,800) 
"Boys  of  the  City"  (Mono.) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-44c)  7  days.  The  Hollywood  Hotel 
Revue  on  stage,  with  the  Diamonds  & 
Rosita  Royce,  Bobby  Morris,  etc.  Gross: 
$13,800.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"Military  Academy"  (Col.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $6,300) 

'Police'  at  $13,600 

Strong  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Nov.  6. — "North  West 

Mounted  Police"  registered  in  a  good 
week  with  $13,600  at  Loew's.  "Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand"  grossed  $10,300 at  the  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  1 : 

"Pastor  Hall"  (U.A.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
CAPITOL  —  (2,547)     (25c-40c-5Sc-65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $6,900.     (Average,  $8,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (30c-40c-60c)     7  days. Gross:  $13,600.     (Average,  $8,000) 

"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
"Girl  From  God's  Country"  (Rep.) 
ORPHEUM — (919)    (25c-35c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $3,900.     (Average,  $5,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
PALACE  —  (2,600)     (2Sc-40c-55c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $10,300.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.B.) 
PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $4,300.     (Average,  $4,500) 

'Argentine'  Scores 

Big  $9,400  in  Omaha 
Omaha,  Nov.  6. — "Down  Argen- 

tine Way"  took  $9,400  at  the  Or- pheum.  The  weather  was  cool  and rainy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  30-31 : "Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) "Laddie"  (RKO) 

BRANDIES— (1,200)  (30c-4Oc-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,600.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "One  Million  B.C."  (U.A.) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $7,300.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.B.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,400.  (Average,  $7,200) 

'Police'  at  $14,500 

Providence  Smash 

Providence,  Nov.  6. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police,"  playing  the  Strand 
at  advanced  prices  with  "Girl  From Havana,"  brought  $14,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  30-31 : 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Pop  Always  Pays"  (RKO) 
RKO  -  ALBEE  —  (2,239)  (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, $6,000) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2.250)   (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:   $6,800.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) "Girl  From  Havana"  (Rep.) 
STRAND>— (2,200)    (35c-50c-65c)    7  days. Gross:  $14,500.     (Average,  $6,000) 

"Drums  of  the  Desert"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Three 
Stooges,  Ciro  Rimac  orchestra,  Vilma  and 
Buddy  Ebsen.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, 
$7,000) 
"Hell's  Angels"  (U.A.)  (Revival) 
"Triple  Justice"  (RKO) 
FAY'S  —  (1,800)     (15c-28c-39c)    7  days. Gross:  $2,700.    (Average,  $2,500) 

"The  Baker's  Wife"  (Foreign) 
AVON— (520)    (35c-50c)    7   days.  Gross: $1,600.    (Average,  $1,200) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) "Pier  13"  (20th-Fox) 
CARLTON— (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days, 3rd  week.    Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $3,500) 

"Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO)  (3  days) 
"I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.)  (3  days) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.)  (4  days) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.)  (4!  days) 
EMPIRE  —  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. Gross:  $1,700.    (Average,  $1,700) 

'Finger'  Cleveland 
Winner  at  $13,000 

Cleveland,  Nov.  6. — "Third  Fin- 
ger, Left  Hand"  was  the  leader  here, 

grossing  $13,000  at  Loew's  State. 
George  Jessel's  Hollywood  Revue 
aided  "A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  in attracting  $15,000  at  RKO  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  31: 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.B.) 
ALLEN  —  (3,000)     (33c-39c-47c)     7  days. Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) "Ladies  Must  Live"  (W.B.) 

"Military  Academy"  (Col.) 
LAKE— (900)    (28c-40c)    7   days.  Gross: $800.     (Average,  $1,500) 

"A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.B.) 
RKO  PALACE  —  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

George  Jessel's  "Hollywood  Revue"  on stage.  7  days.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Average, $13,500) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.    Gross:  $13,000.     (Average,  $11,000) "Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (33c-39c- 47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 

'Christmas'  $4,500 

Best  in  New  Haven 
New  Haven,  Nov.  6. — The  Para- 

mount led  with  "Christmas  in  July" 
and  "The  Quarterback,"  taking  $4,500. 
All  other  houses  were  under  the  line. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  31  : 

"Walt  Disney  Festival"  (RKO) "Scatterbrain"  (Repub.) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)     (28c-39c)     7  days. 

Gross:  '$2,300.   (Average,  $2,700) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)   (39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $4,500.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $4,100.  (Average,  $5,000) 

Sunday  Shows 

Approved  by 

44  Pa.  Towns 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

day  pictures  and  rejected  the  plan 
yesterday  for  the  second  time  include : 
Wilkinsburg,  Butler,  Downingtown, 
Phoenixville,  Westchester,  Berwick, 
Muncy,  Jersey  Shore,  Williamsport, 
Norristown,  Shamokin,  Sunbury, 
Lewisburg,  Greensburg  and  Latrobe. 
The  returns  show  no  important 

cities  which  voted  to  reject  Sunday 
films  after  having  had  them  in  the  last 
five  years. 

Four  communities  in  Luzerne  Coun- 
ty voted  for  Sunday  films  despite 

vigorous  opposition  from  church 

groups. The  affirmative  vote  in  Conyng- 
ham  Township  probably  will  mean 
that  the  town's  first  theatre  will  be 
erected.  Also  in  Luzerne  County, 
Hazleton,  White  Haven  and  West 
Hazleton,  which  voted  against  Sunday 
shows  in  1935,  reversed  their  stand. 

Rhode  Island  Town  Approves 

Smithfield,  R.  I.,  Nov.  6. — Voters 
here  yesterday  approved  Sunday  films 
in  a  town  referendum  by  a  vote  of 615  to  476. 

'Westerner'  $15,000 

Leader  in  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  6.  —  "The  West- 
erner," with  $15,000  at  the  RKO 

Albee,  was  the  only  picture  to  get 

above  average.  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American"  did  $5,000  in  the  second 
week  at  the  RKO  Grand.  The 
weather  was  warm. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  1 : "The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 

RKO    ALBEE — (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $15,000.     (Average,  $12,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $5,400.    (Average,  $10,000) 

"The  World  in  Flames"  (Para.) "The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
RKO  SHUBERT — (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $2,400.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
RKO  CAPITOL — (2,000)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average, $5,500) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) 
RKO     GRAND — (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.     Gross:  $5,000. 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days, 4th  week.    Gross:  $3,900.    (Average,  $4,500) "River's  End"  (W.B.) 

"Sing,  Dance,  Plenty  Hot"  (Rep.) 
RKO  FAMILY—  (1,000)   (15c -28c)  4  days. Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,200) 

"The  Range  Busters"  (Mono.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fax) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)  (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $800.    (Average,  $800) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $2,900.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Weiser  to  Los  Angeles 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  6.  ■ —  Martin 

Weiser,  Warner  exploitation  man  for 
this  territory,  has  returned  to  Los 
Angeles  in  the  same  capacity.  The 
position  here  has  not  yet  been  filled 
by  Monroe  Rubinger,  exploitation head  in  Chicago. 

Donahue  Joins  RKO 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  6.  —  Charles 

Donahue,  veteran  booker  here,  last 
with  Producers  Releasing  Corp., 
joined  the  local  RKO  exchange  as booker. 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

Mutual's  October 
Billings  Up  83% 

Gross  billings  on  Mutual 
rose  83  per  cent  during  Octo- 

ber over  the  same  month  last 
vear.  The  total,  $784,676, 
compared  with  $428,221  for 
October,  1939. 

Political  billings  during  the 
month  were  $172,882,  and 
even  if  this  figure  were  de- 

ducted from  the  total  Mutual 
would  still  show  an  increase 
of  42.9  per  cent.  Cumulative- 

ly for  the  first  10  months, 
gross  billings  on  the  network 
were  $3,562,509,  up  32.7  over 
the  same  period  last  year. 

Including  October,  the  total 
political  business  for  the  year 
on  Mutual,  up  to  Oct.  31,  was 
$182,674. 

Off  the  Antenna 

RADIO  during  the  campaign  just  ended  again  demonstrated  itself  as  the 
best  medium  for  the  dissemination  of  political  information.  As 

in  1936,  newspapers  for  the  most  part  were  on  one  side  but  the  electorate 
learned  to  turn  to  radio  for  both  sides  of  the  argument.  As  for  the  election 
returns  themselves,  the  radio  proved  unsurpassed  for  quick  and  conclusive 
results. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Red  Barber,  Stan  Lomax,  Sam  Taub,  Bill  Stem,  Bob 
Carter,  Mel  Allen  and  about  150  school  boy  athletes  were  on  hand  yesterday 
at  WNEW  studios  for  the  launching  of  the  first  sports  program  devoted  to 
high  school  athletics.  .  .  .  Ford  Bond  celebrates  his  10th  anniversary  as 
announcer  for  "Cities  Service  Concert  Hour"  over  NBC-Red  tomorrow  at 
8  P.M.  .  .  .  Raymond  Massey  will  be  gu£St  of  Kate  Smith  over  CBS  to- 

morrow evening  at  8  P.M.  .  .  .  Myma  Loy,  Charles  Boyer  and  Lionel  Atwill 
will  be  guests  on  "Screen  Guild  Theatre"  over  CBS  Sunday  at  7  :30  P.M.  .  .  . Robert  S.  Playfair  has  been  appointed  station  and  sales  promotion  director 
for  the  Yankee  Netzvork.  .  .  .  Earl  McGill  handled  the  production  end  of  the 
"United  We  Stand"  Council  for  Democracy  rally  over  CBS  last  night. 

•  •  • 

The  Army  has  questioned  the  use  of  its  camps  as  the  origination 
point  for  sponsored  programs  because  of  the  possibility  that  the  public 
may  imply  an  endorsement  of  the  sponsored  product.  Accordingly,  Parks 
Johnson,  of  the  "Vox  Pop"  show  tonight  over  CBS  will  make  a  pre- 

liminary announcement:  "In  accordance  with  Washington  regulations 
our  fun  and  entertainment  tonight  does  not  constitute  an  official  U.  S. 
Army  endorsement  of  our  product."  Penn  Tobacco  sponsors  "Vox  Pop." 

•  •  • 

NBC's  television  station  was  on  from  6:45  P.M.  to  1  A.M.  with  elec- 
tion returns.  Among  the  host  of  announcers  and  commentators  who  faced 

the  iconoscope  was  the  man  who  announced  returns  over  KDKA  in  1920, 
Leo  Rosenberg,  now  a  Lord  &  Thomas  vice-president.  It  was  the  Associated 
Press  newsprinter,  however,  which  was  the  hit  of  the  show.  The  ticking  off 
of  each  story  had  a  dramatic  effect  which  captured  attention.  DuMont  was 
on  the  air,  too,  and  also  employed  a  news  ticker,  although  the  latter  was  on 
a  tape.  NBC  supplemented  the  news  service  with  charts  and  visual  devices 
such  as  stacks  of  chips  and  elephant  and  donkey  cutouts. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "America's  Town  Meeting  of  the  Air"  returns  to  NBC- Blue  for  the  sixth  year  tonight  at  9:35  P.M.  .  .  .  WNEW  will  broadcast 
the  Musicians  Union,  Local  802,  benefit  Monday,  Nov.  18  exclusively.  Every 
name  band  in  the  city  will  be  heard  on  the  shozv,  it  is  planned,  from  10  P.M. 
to  6  A.M.  without  interruption.  .  .  .  Russell  Bennett  will  inaugurate  a  nezv 
shozv,  "Russell  Bennett's  Notebook"  over  Mutual  Sunday,  Nov.  17,  at  7  P.M. 

•  •  • 

"Life  With  Father,"  which  makes  its  first  anniversary  at  the  Empire 
tomorrow,  will  celebrate  on  Saturday  when  the  "Barn  Dance"  will  air 
a  three-way  telephone  conversation  between  three  fathers  and  mothers 
over  NBC. 

•  •  • 

WOR  yesterday  refused  comment  in  answer  to  newspaper  inquiries 
concerning  Gen.  Hugh  Johnson's  speech  Monday  night.  It  was  pointed  out, however,  that  under  the  Communications  Act,  a  radio  station  is  not  permitted 
to  censor  a  political  speech.  In  addition,  it  was  said,  General  Johnson 
actually  submitted  the  speech  for  inspection  prior  to  the  broadcast  but  there 
was  nothing  in  the  script  to  indicate  anything  objectionable.  The  subsequent 
interpolation  of  a  dialect  may  have  made  the  speech  objectionable,  it  was 
said,  but  there  was  no  way  for  the  station  to  know  that  in  advance  or  for 
it  to  do  anything  if  it  did. 

Theatre  Changes 

CBS  39-Week  Net 

Off  to  $3,331,786 

CBS  earnings  for  the  first  39  weeks 
of  1940,  ending  Sept.  28,  dropped  to 
$3,331,786  from  $3,432,955  for  the 
same  period  last  year,  after  all  deduc- 

tions including  excess  profit  taxes. 
The  latter  tax,  together  with  the  rise 
in  the  normal  tax  rate,  accounted 
for  additional  expenditures  of  almost 
$1,000,000,  with  Federal  income  and 
excess  profits  taxes  rising  from  $791,- 
354  for  the  first  39  weeks  of  1939  to 
$1,753,172  during  the  same  period  this 
year. Earnings  for  the  period  amounted 
to  $1.94  on  each  of  1,716,277  shares  of 
$2.50  value.  The  board  of  directors 
yesterday  declared  a  dividend  of  65 
cents  per  share  on  present  A  and 
B  stock,  payable  Dec.  6  to  stock- 

holders of  record  Nov.  22. 

Canada  Station  Shut 

As  CBC  Refuses  Aid 

Toronto,  Nov.  6. — The  plea  of  the 
privately-owned  broadcasting  station 
at  Revelstoke  for  assistance  from  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  in  the 
form  of  a  share  of  commercial  pro- 

grams fell  on  deaf  ears  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  small  studio  closed  down 

permanently. 
In  short  order,  the  CBC  engineers 

installed  a  20-watt  transmitter  in  the 
isolated  town  and  the  equipment  was 
hooked  up  with  the  repeater  station  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  telegraph  service  in  Re- 

velstoke which  handles  all  CBC  net- 
work programs  through  its  land  wires. 

The  private  enterprise  has  been  elimi- 
nated and  the  fans  get  all  the  CBC 

broadcasts  at  Government  expense. 

Actors  Guild  Plans 

Extras  Referendum 
Hollywood,  Nov.  6. — The  Screen 

Actors  Guild  board  of  directors  an- 
nounced today  it  will  shortly  hold  a 

referendum  among  extra  players  on 
recommendations  of  the  extras'  stand- 

ing committee  to  limit  the  numbers 
of  extras,  establish  a  system  of  prior- 

ity of  calls  for  more  experienced 
players  and  center  all  extra  casting-  in 
the  Central  Casting  Corp. 

Reopen  Manhattan  House 
The  Regun,  60  W.  116th  St.,  Man- 

hattan, has  been  reopened  by  Samuel 
Friedman  and  Minna  Sturtz. 

New  Key  West  House  to  Open 
Miami,  Nov.  6. — The  new  Strand, 

with  a  seating  capacity  of  890,  will 
open  shortly  in  Key  West.  The  house 
was  built  on  the  site  of  an  old  the- 

atre that  burned  several  years  ago. 
City  Councilman  John  Carbonell  of 
Key  West  controls  the  theatre. 

Form  Theatre  Company 

Richmond,  Nov.  6. — Motor  The- 
atre Corp.  of  Norfolk  has  been  char- 

tered with  maximum  capital  of  $15,- 
000  to  conduct  a  theatrical  business. 
A.  E.  Lichtman  of  Washington  is 
president. 

Atlanta  Theatre  Opens 
Atlanta,  Nov.  6. — The  Peachtree 

Theatre,  Atlanta's  newest  house,  has 
opened. 

Hamrick  Closes  Blue  Mouse 
Seattle,  Nov.  6. — John  Hamrick, 

has  closed  the  Blue  Mouse,  formerly 
operated  as  an  extended  run  house 
for  pictures  moved  from  the  first  run 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Paramount  thea- 

tres. The  house  will  reopen  under  a 
new  policy,  but  no  date  has  been  set. 

Open  Louisiana  House 
New  Orleans,  Nov.  6. — A  new 

theatre  has  been  opened  by  United 
Theatres,  Inc.,  in  Algiers,  La.  David 
Rombach  is  manager  of  the  new  house, 

called  the  "Algy." 
Reopening  Kansas  Theatre 

Kansas  City,  Nov.  6.  —  The 
Wakefield  Theatre,  Wakefield,  Kan., 
formerly  operated  by  F.  J.  Dodson, 
but  which  has  been  dark,  is  being  re- 

opened by  Raymond  Winch.  . 

"Utopia  of  Death" (M-G-M) 
An  incredible  story  about  the  Seri 

Indians  on  Tiburon  Island  in  the  Pa- 
cific is  told  by  John  Nesbitt  in  this 

latest  "Passing  Parade"  short.  The 
film,  said  to  be  the  first  ever  taken 
of  the  race,  was  photographed  dur- 

ing a  Harold  Austin  expedition.  The 
island,  Nesbitt  recounts,  was  actually 

a  Utopia  for  the  inhabitants'  ancestors, but  the  resources  soon  dwindled.  The 
race  has  now  vowed  that  no  more  of 
its  children  shall  enter  into  the  world 
and  soon  will  be  extinct.  The  subject 
is  absorbing.  Running  time,  10  mins. 

"The  Green  Archer" 
(Columbia) 
Edgar  Wallace's  highly  imagina- tive tale  has  been  converted  into  serial 

form  with  Victor  Jory,  Iris  Meredith, 
James  Craven  and  Robert  Fiske  play- 

ing the  principal  parts  under  the  di- 
rection of  James  W.  Home.  The  in- 

credible story  of  "The  Green  Archer" doubtless  has  thrilled  innumerable 
readers  since  it  was  written  years  ago. 
As  a  film  its  extremely  melodramatic 
nature  limits  its  appeal  to  children. 
The  first  episode  is  32  minutes  and 
the  following  14  will  be  about  20 
minutes  each. 

"Goin'  Fishin'" (M-G-M) 
The  members  of  "Our  Gang"  run 

into  difficulty  as  they  attempt  a  fish- 
ing expedition  before  dawn.  The 

comedy  is  typical  of  the  previous 
"Gang"  shorts.  The  boys  are  first 
awakened  when  sleeping  in  the  street 
by  a  tough  cop  and  then  have  trouble 
boarding  a  bus.  After  much  ado  they 
leave  the  bus  and  go  home.  Running 
time,  10  mins. 

"Quicker'n  a  Wink" 
(M-G-M) 
Stroboscopic  photography,  the  new- 
est development  in  motion  pictures,  is 

demonstrated  in  this  Pete  Smith 
"Specialty."  As-  recorded  by  the 
stroboscopic  camera,  a  bullet  traveling 
from  gun  to  target  and  other  similar 
actions  are  seen  vividly.  The  subject 

matter  is  interesting  and  Smith's  com- mentary is  witty.  Running  time,  9 mins. 

"Waldo's  Last  Stand" 
(M-G-M) 
Waldo's  stand  is  for  lemonade  sell- 

ing, but  there  are  no  sales.  Our  Gang 
undertakes  to  promote  business  and 
offers  a  floor  show  to  the  customers. 
It  is  staged  with  a  group  of  young- 

sters when  it  is  discovered  that  all  the 
kids  from  the  neighborhood  are  in  the 
show.  This  should  appeal  to  children. 
Running  time,  11  mins. 

"Old  New  Mexico" 

(FitzPatrick-M-G-M) 
Another  in  the  "See  America"  se- ries, James  FitzPatrick  has  skillfully 

filmed  the  desert  country  in  New 
Mexico  and  its  Indian  inhabitants. 
The  history  of  the  people  as  recited 
by  FitzPatrick  is  fascinating,  adding 
considerably  to  the  interest.  The  color 
photography  is  exceptionally  good. 
Running  time,  9  mins. 



DO  NOT  RE  MO 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 

rlrSl  In 

/RadioVjl 

eWjS) 

Accurate 

and 

Impartial 

VOL.  48.  NO.  92 NEW  YORK,  U.S.A.,  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  8,  1940 TEN  CENTS 

Strong  Fight 

By  Exhibitors 

Seen  on  Decree 

MPTOA  May  Not  Oppose 

Pact  in  U.  S.  Court 

Several  exhibitor  organizations 

are  preparing  a  strong  fight  against 
the  Federal  consent  decree  at  the 

hearing    scheduled    before  Judge 

Henry  W.  Goddard  in  U.  S.  Dis- trict Court  here  next  Thursday. 
The  national  M.P.T.O.A.  may 

not  enter  a  formal  protest  at 
the  hearing.  But  this  will  not 
preclude  its  affiliated  regional 
units  from  doing  so.   One  of 
these,  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of 
New  York,  headed  by  Max  A. 
Cohen,  will  be  in  the  vanguard 
of  the  opposition,  and  other  re- 

gional units   are  expected  to 
join. 
Whether  the  M.P.T.O.A.  as  _  a 

national  organization  will  enter  its 
objection  will  be  decided  when  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president,  arrives  here 
early  next  week. 

Failure  to  oppose  the  decree  in 
court  would  not  signify  any  weaken- 

ing of  the  M.P.T.O.A.'s  stand  but 
would,  rather,  signalize  a  different 

{Continued  on  page  4) 

'Escape'  $102,000 
At  the  Music  Hall 

Broadway  first  run  business  recov- 
ered briskly  in  the  past  two  days  after 

the  pre-election  let  down.  "Escape" 
with  a  stage  show  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $102,000  at  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  for  the  first  week  and  is  held 
over. 
A  strong  stage  show,  headed  by 

Sophie  Tucker,  Harry  Richman  and 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Baltimore  Defeats 

Daylight  Time  Plan 
Baltimore,  Nov.  7. — An  at- 

tempt to  bring  daylight  sav- 
ing time  here  was  defeated  in 

the  election  Tuesday.  Theatre 
managers  played  an  active 
part  in  the  campaign  against 
the  measure.  They  flashed 
anti-daylight  saving  messages 
on  the  screens  and  some  of 
them  distributed  literature  to 
patrons  entering  the  theatres. 

Royal  Family  Sees 
Short  on  Bombing 

London,  Nov.  7.— The  Brit- 
ish Ministry  of  Information 

short  subject,  "London  Can 
Take  It,"  already  shown  in 
4,600  theatres  in  England,  was 
screened  tonight  by  Royal  re- 

quest at  Windsor  Castle.  The 
subject  is  currently  being  re- 

leased in  the  United  States 
by  Warners. 

Delay  Sunday 

Shows'  Start 

Until  Nov.  17 

First  test  of  Sunday  legitimate 
stage  shows  has  been  postponed  to 
Nov.  17,  although  "Tobacco  Road" will  give  a  Sunday  performance  the 
day  after  tomorrow.  The  reason  for 
the  postponement  is  that  a  day  off 
during  the  week  must  be  given  and 
ticket  sales  would  be  complicated  if 
Sunday  shows  were  started  immedi- ately. 

Since  the  approval  of  Sunday  shows 
was  given  on  an  experimental  basis 
only  by  Actors  Equity,  grosses  and 
the  reaction  of  performers  will  be 
watched  closely.  Many  actors  who 
have  opposed  Sunday  shows  believe 
that  there  will  be  no  appreciable  dif- 

ference between  the  weekday  grosses 
and  the  Sunday  take. 

This  is  expected  to  be  particularly 
true  if  the  stagehands  insist  that  all 
shows  close  on  Monday  nights.  The 
League  of  New  York  Theatres  is 
hopeful    of    arranging    a  staggered (Continued  on  page  6) 

TICKET  TAX  RISE 

FORESEEN  AS  U.  S. 

SEEKS  NEW  FUNDS 

Amusement  Field  Called  Good  Source  of 

Revenue,  as  Recent  Exemption  Cut 

Adds  $3,000,000  Monthly 

By  BERTRAM  F.  LINZ 
Washington,  Nov.  7. — The  possibility  of  an  increase  in  the  rate 

of  the  Federal  admission  tax  was  seen  here  today,  as  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  Morgenthau  disclosed  plans  to  ask  Congress  for  additional 
taxes  He  also  indicated  that  he  plans  to  seek  an  increase  of  possibly 

as  much  as  $16,000,000,000  in  the  national  debt  limit  to  help  finance 

the  defense  program  through  the  next  20  months. It  was  pointed  out  in  informed 

Lipton  Named  Col. 

Advertising  Head 

David  Lipton,  Universal  studio  pub- 
licity manager,  has  been  appointed  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  manager  for 

Columbia,  succeeding  Maurice  Berg- 
man, who  recently  resigned  the  post, effective  Dec.  2. 

Lipton,  who  has  been  here  for  the 
past  several  days  conferring  with  Col- umbia home  office  officials,  left  for  the 

Coast  last  night  to  wind  up  his  af- 
fairs at  the  Universal  studio  prepara- 
tory to  taking  over  his  new  post. 

En  route  west,  he  will  stop  over  in 
Chicago  for  a  day. 
He  was  associated  with  Balaban  & 

Katz  in  Chicago  in  publicity  capaci- (Continued  on  page  4) 

Television  to  Be  Discussed 

At  Para.  Officials9  Meeting 
The  future  for  television  and  its 

relation  to  the  film  and  theatre  world 
will  be  discussed  by  Paul  Raibourn, 
Paramount  home  office  executive  in 
charge  of  its  television  activities,  at 
the  Hollywood  meeting  next  week  of 
Paramount  studio,  home  office  and 
theatre  operating  officials. 

Raibourn  will  leave  for  the  Coast 
tonight  with  other  Paramount  home 
office  executives  to  attend  the  meeting 
which  opens  at  the  studio  Monday. 
Others  who  will  attend  include  Barney 
Balaban.  Stanton  Griff  is,  Neil  Agnew, 
Russell  Holman,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 

Adolph  Zukor,  Leon  Netter,  Robert 
Weitman,  Sam  Dembow,  Leonard 
Goldenson,  M.  A.  Lightman,  Bob 
O'Donnell,  M.  J.  Mullin,  Sam  Pinan- 
ski,  Earl  Hudson,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
John  Balaban  and  Ralph  Branton. 

Paramount's  production  plans  for 
the  1941-'42  season,  theatre  operating 
problems  and  the  consent  decree  also 
will  be  discussed  at  the  Coast  meeting. 
The  Paramount  theatre  executives 
and  associates  will  hold  a  two-day 
meeting  in  Chicago  beginning  today 
before  leaving  for  Hollywood.  Bala- 

ban arrived  on  the  Coast  yesterday. 

quarters    that    the  reduction 
four  months  ago  of  the  Federal 
admission  tax  exemption  from 
40  to  20  cents,  which  is  bring- 

ing in  nearly  $3,000,000  a  month 
more  than  was  collected  form- 

erly, has  shown  the  amusement 
field  to  be  a  possible  important 
source  of  revenue  which  could 
be  more  intensively  exploited. 
Treasury   borrowing   has  brought 

the  public  debt  so  close  to  the  limit 
that  the  Administration  may  ask  new 
legislation  during  the  current  session, 
rather    than    face    the    delay  which 
would  be  caused  by  deferring  action 
until  the  new  Congress  meets  in  Jan- uary. 

Secretary  Morgenthau  revealed 
only  the  broad  outline  of  his  financ- 

ing plans  and  did  not  go  into  detail 
as  to  where  the  additional  tax  revenue 
would  come  from.  In  informed  cir- 

cles, however,  it  was  said  that  the 
pressure  for  additional  revenue  may 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Reaffirm  Pact  to 

Drop  'Star'  Rating 

The  "gentleman's  agreement"  to  re- 
frain from  using  star  and  other  sym- 

bol awards  employed  by  film  critics 
in  picture  and  theatre  advertising 
was  reaffirmed  yesterday  by  advertis- 

ing and  publicity  directors  of  seven 
major  companies  at  a  meeting  al 
M.P.P.D.A.  headquarters. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  advertising  and 
publicity  director  of  Paramount,  is 
out  of  town.  No  commitment  there- 

fore was  received  from  Paramount  on 
the  agreement  and,  despite  the  reaffir- 

mation by  the  seven  companies,  the (Continued  on  page  6) 
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Personal  Mention 
Newsreel 

Parade 
Say  It  Isn't  So Cincinnati,  Nov.  7 

JSJORTHERN  Kentuckians J-  V   who  take  their  state  se- 
riously, and  resent  derogatory 

comparisons,  were  startled  to 
see  this  advertising  for  a  fea- 

ture  playing   a   tlieatre  at 
nearby  Newport,  Ky.: 

"Maryland" 
Greater  than  "Kentucky." 

Carlos  Israels  to 

Utility  Legal  Staff 
Attorney  Carlos  Israels,  who  has 

been  counsel  for  the  independent  bond- 
holders' group  in  the  RKO  reorgani- 

zation proceedings  and  also  represent- 
ed the  Roxy  Theatre  bondholders  as 

counsel  in  that  reorganization  pro- 
ceeding, yesterday  was  appointed  by 

Federal  Judge  Vincent  Leibell  to  the 
legal  staff  of  the  trustees  of  the  As- sociated Gas  and  Electric  Corp.  Israels 
is  resigning  from  the  law  firm  of 
White  &  Case,  and  hereafter  will  make 

his  headquarters  at  the  trustees'  of- fices of  the  A.G.E.C. 
In  making  the  appointment,  Judge 

Leibell  pointed  to  the  brilliant  record 
made  by  Israels  in  college  and  law 
school  and  his  successful  record  and 
experience  in  important  reorganization 
cases  such  as  above  mentioned. 

'U'  Employes  Donate 
$30,590  to  L.A.  Fund 
Hollywood,  Nov.  7. — Universal,  the 

first  studio  reporting,  today  disclosed 
100  per  cent  employe  contribution  to 
the  Los  Angeles  Community  Chest 
campaign,  with  $30,590  collected.  This 
is  more  than  a  125  per  cent  increase 
over  the  studio's  1939  contribution, 
according  to  Deanna  Durbin,  Joseph 
Pasternak  and  A.  McCausland,  cam- 

paign leaders.  The  Universal  drive 
was  completed  in  two  and  one-half 
days,  setting  a  record. 

Fear  Wins  $50,000 
Verdict  from  Metro 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  7. — A  jury  in 
Federal  Court  late  last  night  awarded 
Ralph  Gordon  Fear,  inventor  of  a 
laboratory  process,  $50,000  damages 
against  M-G-M  for  alleged  violation 
of  a  contract  under  which  the  com- 

pany was  to  have  the  use  of  the 
process  for  its  own  pictures  only. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street 

III  volt  Theatre)  Comer) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner   place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

LYNN  FARXOL,  United  Artists advertising  and  publicity  director, 
left  for  the  Coast  by  plane  last  night 
after  having  missed  the  night  plane 
on  Wednesday. • 

John  Moroney,  Interstate  Circuit 
counsel,  will  arrive  from  Dallas  on Tuesday. 

• 

Morris  Kixzler,  Sam  Shain,  Irv- 
ing Shapiro.  Fred  Schwartz,  Ar- 
thur SlLVERSTONE,  EMANUEL  Silver- 

stone,  Dan  Frankel,  Morris  Hel- 
prin,  Albert  Margolies,  Harry 
Koziner,  Sam  Rinzler,  Walter 
Reade,  Jr.,  David  Griesdorf,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meyer  Beck,  Joseph 
Springer  and  Robert  Wolff  lunch- 

ing at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli) vesterday. 
• 

Gladys  Mensch,  Hollywood  aide 
to  Kay  Kamen,  will  arrive  here 
over  the  weekend. • 

Irving  Martin,  publicist  at  the 
Stanley,  Baltimore,  has  recovered 
from  influenza. • 

Arthur  Freed  and  John  W.  Con- 
sidine,  M-G-M  producers,  are  en 
route  to  the  Coast  after  vacations 
here. 

• 
Emil  Boreo  leaves  for  Miami  soon. 

Leo  Spitz  Departs 

For  Hollywood  Soon 
Leo  Spitz,  former  RKO  president 

and  head  of  the  Chicago  law  firm  of 
Spitz  and  Adcock,  leaves  for  Chicago 
today,  where  he  will  stay  until  Mon- 

day. From  there  he  will  leave  for 
Hollywood  on  business,  probably  re- 

maining on  the  Coast  about  10  days. 

Ampa  Will  Ballot  on 

Constitution  Change 
Ampa  members  within  the  next  few 

days  will  get  recommendations  of  the 
committee  on  revision  of  the  consti- 

tution for  a  vote,  it  was  decided  at 
a  closed  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Edison 
yesterday. 
A  resolution  was  passed  urging  the 

Variety  Clubs  to  establish  a  chapter 
here,  and  a  letter  was  sent  by  Leon 
Bamberger,  Ampa  president,  to  John 
Harris,  national  Variety  Clubs  head, 
promising  Ampa  cooperation.  Eli 
Sugarman  was  added  to  the  welfare 
committee,  of  which  Paul  Lazarus  is 
chairman,  and  relief  plans  were  dis- 
cussed. 

A  plaque  will  be  presented  tonight 
to  the  company  producing  the  best 
picture  from  a  novel,  the  award  made 
jointly  by  the  Ampa  and  the  Book 
and  Magazine  Guild.  At  the  next 
regular  meeting  of  the  Ampa,  next 
Thursday  at  the  Edison,  the  chief 
speaker  will  be  Edgar  Kobak.  vice- 
president  of  NBC,  who  will  talk  on 
"You're  in  Show  Business,  Too." 

JOHN  JOSEPH,  Universal  adver- tising and  publicity  director,  will 
arrive  from  the  Coast  next  week  for 
a  home  office  visit. • 

Michael  Hillman,  owner  of  the 
Duchess  Theatre,  London,  is  in  town. • 

Nate  Spingold,  Hal  Horne  and 
Joseph  Moskowitz  at  Lindy's  (51st 
St.)  yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Leo  Spitz  lunching  with  Harry 
Hopkins,  former  U.  S.  Secretary  of 
Commerce,  at  the  Plaza  Grill  yester- day. 

• 

Maurice  Silverstone,  Arthur 
Kelly,  George  Wood  and  1.  E.  Lo- 
pert  lunching  yesterday  at  the  Tav- 
ern. • 

Dan  Michalove,  Milton  Kusell, 
Jack  Bowen,  Harry  L.  Gold,  M.  A. 
Schlesinger,  Harry  Brandt,  Wil- 

liam Orr  and  George  Skouras  hav- 

ing lunch  yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunt- ing Room  in  the  Astor. • 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Leonard 
Golden  son,  John  Byram,  Al  Rich- 

ard, Arthur  Mayer,  Dave  Blum, 
Guy  Bolton,  Lee  Shubert,  John 

Golden  and  Arthur  Krim  at  Sardi's 
yesterday  for  lunch. 

Samuel  I.  Posen,  director  and  plain- 
tiff in  a  stockholders'  suit  against 

Universal  and  a  number  of  other  de- 
fendants will  apply  today  to  N.  Y. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Isidore  Was- 
servogel  for  an  order  directing  the 
officers  of  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  to  ap- 

pear for  examination  before  trial. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  7. — Forty- 
seven  communities  in  Pennsylvania  re- 

scinded existing  bans  against  Sunday 
films,  while  87  cities,  boroughs  and 
townships  voted  against  lowering  the 
bars  against  Sabbath  pictures,  a  final 
and  conclusive  tabulation  of  Tues- 

day's referenda  indicated. 
Following  the  voting.  Rev.  William 

B.  Forney,  secretary  of  the  Lord's Day  Alliance,  leader  of  the  fight  in 
the  state  against  Sunday  films,  de- 

clared his  group  now  proposes  to  go 
after  167  additional  communities  next 
year,  including  Philadelphia.  He  said 
the  move  for  a  1941  referendum  would 
be  made  at  once. 

In  the  wake  of  an  intensive  cam- 
paign with  theatre  managers  and  re- 

ligious groups  heading  the  opposing 
forces  on  the  question,  advocates  of 
Sunday  films  this  year  scored  major 
sains  in  winning  such  large  cities  as 
Allentovvn,  Bethlehem,  Hazleton,  Lan- 

caster, Lebanon  and  Johnstown. 
The  Sunday  show  proposal  was  de- 

feated in  Harrisburg,  Altoona,  Pbtts- 
ville.  Williamsport,  Greensburg  and 
numerous  upstate  college  towns. 

THE  reelcclion  of  President Roosevelt  for  a  third  term  natu- 
rally is  the  leading  item  of  news  in 

the  current  weekend  issues  of  all 
newsreels.  Sharing  a  small  portion 
of  the  spotlight  is  the  crash  of  an 
airliner  in  the  mountains  of  Utah., 
with  a  death  toll  of  10,  the  arrival 

of  Ignace  Paderewski  in  this  coun- try, and  the  usual  complement  of  grid- 
iron highlights.  War  news  is  vague 

and  inconclusive.   The  reels'  contents: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  18— Roose- velt reelected  War  flashes  from  Austra- lia, Africa  and  England.  Child  refugees 

in  Australia.  Monster  guns  built  in 
England.  New  dance  introduced  in  Chi- cago. Beach  fashions  for  the  South. 
Tennessee-Louisiana  football  game.  Skiing at  Ranier  National  Park. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  216-Presi- dent  Roosevelt  reelected.  Willkie  calls  for 

national  unity.  Britain's  workers  defy raids.  Missing  airliner  found  in  Utah  with 
10  dead.  Stanford-U.C.L.A.  gridiron 
battle.  Amateur  boxers  compete  for  dia- mond belt. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  21— Election 

extra.  Willkie's  statement.  Futurity  race at  Pimlico  track  in  Baltimore.  Preview  of 
skiing  in  Oregon  mountains.  British  tight- en hold  on  Suez.  Ten  die  in  plane  crash 
in  Utah  mountains.  Paderewski  here  to aid  cause  of  Poland. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  21— Roosevelt 

is  reelected.  Paderewski  arrives  to  estab- 
lish home  in  the  United  States.  Chemical 

company  blaze  rages  in  Newark.  Former 
U.  S.  destroyers  see  service  for  England. 
Ski  season  opens  in  Northwest.  Mioland 
takes  handicap  race  at  Empire  City  track. 
Alabama  and  Tulane  football  game. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  926- 

Roosevelt  wins  third  term.  Paderewski,  80. 
arrives  in  the  United  States.  Chemical 
plant  fire  in  Newark.  Ten  die  as  airliner 
crashes  in  mountains  of  Utah.  Skiiers  flock 
to  snowy  peaks  of  the  Northwest.  De- troit hockey  stars  win. 

Sunday  Bans  Rescinded 

By  47  Communities  in  Pa. 

Party  for  'Night  of 
Stars'  Show  Groups 
Nathan  Straus,  chairman  of  the 

•'Night  of  Stars"  show  to  be  held  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  Nov.  27  for 
refugee  relief,  will  be  host  Mondav 
at  a  cocktail  party  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
to  the  producing  committee  and  others 
working  on  the  show.  More  than  100 
are  expected  to  attend. 

Straus  will  be  presented  the  origi- 
nal painting  by  David  Lax  of  the  cov- 
er design  for  the  United  Palestine 

Appeal  year  book  which  will  be  is- 
sued in  conjunction  with  the  show. 

Marvin  Schenck,  of  Loew's,  chairman 
of  the  producing  committee,  and  Mrs. 
Roger  W.  Straus,  chairman  of  the 
Women's  Division,  will  speak. 
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Posen  to  Ask  Quiz 

Of  Eastman  Heads 



unt's  "Arise,  My  Love"  tops 

thing  for  the  year  including  record 

Road  to  Singapore"  and  "Buck  Benny" 

business  with  three  smash  weeks*  at 

the  New  York  Paramount.  Climbs  above 

sensational  "Buck  Benny"  grosses  in  10 

other  Keys  from  Coast  to  Coast. 

'Arise,  My  Love"  could  have  stayed  indefinitely  at  N.  Y. 

Paramount  had  not  Paramount's  huge  Cecil  B.  DeMille  epic 

North  West  Mounted  Police"  been  booked  to  start  its  New 

York  record  L 

"UlCVJIVUiy 
KJ I  I  llCUIICSUUVi 

ARISE,  MY  LOVE 

Claudette  Colbert  Ray  Milland 

■v4Hk-    with  WALTER  ABEL  •  Directed  by  MITCHELL  LEISEN  •  Screen  Play  by  Charles  Bracket!  and  Billy  Wilder 

Adaptation  by  Jacques  Thery  Of  An  Original  Story  by  Benjamin  Glazer  and  John  S.  Toldy  •  A  Paramount  Picture  |f!5 
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Strong  Fight 

By  Exhibitors 

Seen  on  Decree 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

strategy  of  the  organization's  attack, authorities  stated  yesterday. 

The  same  possibility  has  been  sug- 
gested in  connection  with  the  pro- 
cedure of  Paramount  theatre  asso- 

ciates in  opposition  to  the  decree.  It 
is  believed  that  the  Paramount  theatre 
men,  who  were  the  first  to  attack  the 
decree,  will  not  actively  oppose  it  in 
court,  despite  the  fact  that  their  op- position is  unabated. 

Possible  explanation  of  the  national 
organization's  probable  withholding 
formal  opposition  to  the  decree  is  seen 
in  some  quarters  as  a  clue  to  its  future 
course  in  opposing  it.  Some  suggest 
that  the  organization  would  be  in  a 
far  better  strategic  position  to  gain 
changes  through  Congressional  action 
later  if  it  does  not  go  on  record  next 
week  as  opposed  to  the  decree.  This 
theory  is  that  if  the  court  rejects  the 
exhibitors'  opposition  next  week,  Con- 

gressional committees  would  be  less 
inclined  to  listen  to  them  later  on  the 
ground  that  a  Federal  court  already 
had  found  their  case  to  be  without 
merit. 

In  any  event,  it  is  known  that  the 
national  M.P.T.O.A.  pinned  its  hopes 
almost  entirely  on  obtaining  changes 
in  the  decree  before  it  was  presented  to 
Judge  Goddard.  When  this  failed, 
many  M.P.T.O.A.  leaders  believed  op- 

position to  it  in  court  would  be  futile. 
Much  the  same  attitude  is  attributed 

to  the  Paramount  theatre  associates, 
some  of  whom  have  pointed  out  that 
opposition  to  the  decree  will  be  thor- 

oughly covered,  in  any  event,  by  Allied 
States,  New  York  Allied,  I.T.O.A., 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 

pendent Theatre  Owners  and  other 
regional  exhibitor  organizations. 

Lipton  Named  Col. 

Advertising  Head 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

ties  for  several  years,  was  publicity 
representative  for  Sally  Rand  and 
Major  Edward  Bowes,  and  was  as- 

sociated with  the  Universal  home  of- 
fice publicity  department  before  going 

to  the  Coast  as  studio  publicity  man- 
ager under  John  Joseph,  Universal 

advertising  and   publicity  director. 
It  is  believed  that  either  Dan 

Thomas,  who  has  been  Lipton's  assist- 
ant, or  Gene  Murphy,  formerly  with 

Loew's  here,  who  recently  joined  the Universal  studio  publicity  organiza- 
tion, will  succeed  Lipton. 

Bergman  begins  his  new  post  as 
advertising  manager  for  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox, Dec.  2. 

Monogram  Closes 

RKO  Circuit  Deal 

Hollywood,  Nov.  7.— Monogram's 
home  office  here  has  announced  that 
the  RKO  Metropolitan  Circuit  in 
New  York  has  signed  for  the  com- 

pany's  1940-'41    production  lineup. Edward  A.  Golden,  general  sales 
manager,  has  reached  Atlanta  on  a 
tour  of  Monogram  exchanges,  and 
will  visit  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati, 
Memphis  and  Dallas. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Friendly  Neighbors" (Republic) 
This  is  an  unpretentious  film,  the  basis  of  which  is  light  comedy  which 

at  times  is  slapstick,  songs  and  dances  of  the  barnyard  variety  and  a 
naive  story.  The  comedy  and  melodic  interludes  are  limited,  injected 
discreetly  and  do  not  interfere  with  the  basic  tale  which,  under  the 
capable  direction  of  Nick  Grinde,  is  told  well. 

The  cast  comprises  the  Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry,  Lois  Ranson, 
Spencer  Charters,  Cliff  Edwards,  John  Hartley,  Loretta  Weaver,  Al 
Shean  and  Thurston  Hall.  The  original  screenplay  was  written  by 
Dorrell  and  Stuart  McGowan. 

The  Weavers  are  forced  to  abandon  their  farm  because  of  the  extreme 
heat.  They  stop  at  a  deserted  town  which  is  the  victim  of  annual  floods 
and,  by  inducing  the  governor  to  build  a  levee,  they  and  a  group  of 
hoboes  whom  they  befriended  are  enabled  to  settle  there  permanently. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.  "G."  * 

"Heritage" 
(French  Films  Import) 

Produced  in  southern  Spain  by  Marcel  Gras,  French  producer,  who 

also  acted  as  his  own  director,  "Heritage,"  in  the  French  language,  is 
a  moving  and  dramatic  story  of  the  love  of  two  people  and  the  conflict 
which  arises  when  the  third  side  of  a  triangle  is  formed  by  the  intru- 

sion of  a  second  man. 
It  is  possessed  of  a  basic  realism  and  consequent  effectiveness  in  the 

portrayal  of  its  leading  characters,  which,  coupled  with  satisfactory 
technical  achievement  and  photographic  values,  make  of  it  entertain 
ment  of  quality  for  the  audiences  who  make  a  cinematic  habitat  of  the 
socalled  "art"  film  theatres. 

Based  on  the  Spanish  drama  by  Feliu  y  Codina,  "Maria  del  Carmen," 
the  film  is  provided  with  English  titles  by  Charles  Clement  and  Gerry 
H.  Saunders.  Juanita  Montenegro  plays  the  young  girl  about  whom  the 
melodramatic  romance  revolves;  Vital  is  her  fiance;  Hubert  Prelier 

the  second  man,  and  Marcel  Delaitre  is  Prelier's  father.  All  offer 
capable  performances.  Running  in  parallel  sequence  to  the  romantic 
complication,  as  the  girl  attempts  to  save  her  fiance  from  the  conse- 

quences of  stabbing  Prelier  by  befriending  the  latter,  is  a  basic  story 
of  the  need  for  water,  the  fight  for  it  among  two  groups  of  farmers  and 
the  injustice  which  permits  a  man  of  power  to  dictate  its  disposition. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.  "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Two  Women" 
(Paragon) 

A  fine  cast  has  been  assembled  for  "Two  Women,"  drawn  from  the 
pick  of  many  another  French  film  which  has  done  well  in  this  country. 
Added  to  the  fast  dwindling  supply  of  such  films,  the  latest  importation 
has  the  usual  flavor  of  deep,  moving  portrayals  of  intensely  human  roles, 
and  spicy,  competent  direction  which  keeps  the  involved  plot  moving. 

Included  among  the  cast  are  Pierre  Blanchar,  who  was  seen  in  "Un 
Carnet  de  Bal,"  "Crime  and  Punishment"  and  others ;  Annie  Ducaux, 
of  "The  Affair  Lafont"  and  "Loves  of  Beethoven ;"  Blanchette  Brunoy, 
of  "The  Human  Beast;"  Ginette  Leclerc,  who  had  the  title  role  in  "The 
Baker's  Wife,"  and  Pierre  Larquey,  of  "The  Mayor's  Dilemma." 

Leonide  Moguy  directed  the  story  of  a  smuggler  who  insisted  that  his 
mistress  live  in  his  home  with  his  wife,  and  of  the  latter,  who  becomes 
involved  with  the  husband  of  another  woman  and  bears  his  child. 

English  titles  were  prepared  by  Julian  Leigh  and  are  sufficient  to 
carry  the  story.  It  is  a  film  which  should  find  favor  with  adult  patrons 
of  foreign  films. 

Running  time,  100  minutes.    "A."*  Edward  Greif 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Admission  Tax 

Rise  Is  Seen 

As  Possibility 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
be  so  great  as  to  force  an  upward  re 
ision  of  all  existing  levies. 
The  reduction  in  the  Federal  admis 

ion  tax  exemption  from  40  to  2i ents  went  into  effect  on  July  1,  last, 
.t  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal 

ear. 
At  that  time,  immediately  prior  to 

he  enactment  of  the  legislation  which 
educed  the  exemption  to  20  cents, 
here  was  considerable  discussion  in 
Congressional  circles  over  the  pos- 
.ibility  of  reducing  the  exemption  to 
10  cents,  or  completely  eliminating 

it. 

When  the  legislation  was  passed, 
exhibitor  leaders  expressed  the  belief 
that  it  was  extremely  likely  that  the 
exemption  would  be  reduced  to  10 
cents  by  Jan.  1.  Exhibition  interests 
throughout  the  country  without  ex- 

ception accepted  the  tax  exemption 
reduction  without  question,  deeming 
it  a  patriotic  duty  to  do  their  utmost 
to  assist  in  the  collection  of  the  addi- 

tional levy,  since  it  was  designed  to 
aid  in  the  financing  of  the  national  de- fense program. 

Votion  Buys  Voco 

Interest  of  Coslow 

Hollywood,  Nov.  7. — Jack  Votion 
has  purchased  the  interest  of  his  part- 

ner, Sam  Coslow,  in  Voco  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  and  with  it  the  contract 

of  Lum  and  Abner. 
Votion  will  carry  on  the  company, 

which  has  a  commitment  with  RKO 
to  make  a  second  Lum  and  Abner 
film  by  next  Spring. 

Halifax  Papers  Aid 

Sunday  Films  Fight 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Nov.  7.— The 
Daily  Chronicle  and  the  Star  have 
joined  in  demanding  approval  of  the 
Provincial  and  City  governments  for 
Sunday  films.  The  chief  opposition  is 
from  the  local  clergy.  The  exhibitors 
are  passive,  but  agreeable  to  operation 
on  Sundays. 

'Escape'  $102,000 

At  the  Music  Hall 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Joe  E.  Lewis,  with  "Howards  of  Vir- 
ginia" on  second  run,  grossed  an  es- 

timated $32,000  for  a  week  at  the 
State.  The  stage  show  was  held  over 
with  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  substi- tuted on  the  screen.  Next  Thursday, 

the  State  will  get  "Kit  Carson"  on  ? first  run  with  a  stage  show  including 

Morton  Downey,  Johnny  Messner's band,  Wally  Vernon  and  Leni  Lynn. 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  with  a  stage  show 

at  the  Roxy  grossed  an  estimated 
$55,000  for  the  first  week  nnd  will start  the  last  six  days  today.  At 

the  Strand,  "Knute  Rockne — All 
American,"  with  Woody  Herman  s 
band  on  the  stage,  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $21,000  for  the  third  week. 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  opens there  today. 

Wald  and  Macaulay 

Edit  Film  Yearbook 
Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay 

are  the  editors  of  a  new  yearbook  of 
the  screen,  "The  Best  Pictures  of 
1939-1940,"  subtitled,  "The  Year  Book 
of  Motion  Pictures  in  America." It  is  illustrated  with  scenes  from 
the  seven  films  chosen  as  the  best  of  a 

type  of  production.  The  book  is  pub- lished by  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  priced 
at  $3.50.  Its  534  pages  contain  a  gen- eral introduction  and  a  foreword  by 
Walter  Wanger  as  president  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences. 
Condensed  versions  of  the  scenarios 

are  included.  Following  the  selected 
scenarios,  which  occupy  about  half  the 
volume,  there  is  a  section  tracing  the 
trends  of  the  production  season. 

Morris  Gets  New  Pact 
Hollywood,  Nov.  7. — Wayne  Mor- 

ris has  been  signed  to  a  new  term 
contract  by  Warners. 



Friday,  November  8,  1940 Motion  Picture  Daily 5 

'Howards'  Is 

Strong  in  Hub 

With  $35,500 

Boston,  Nov.  7. — "The  Howards 
of  Virginia"  and  "Dulcy"  grossed 
$16,000  at  Loew's  State  and  $19,500 
,at  Loew's  Orpheum,  for  a  total  of 
$35,500.  Most  other  grosses  were  off. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  30: 

"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Rep.) "'Marked  Men"  (Prod.  Rel.) 
KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 

7  days,  Blackstone's  "Show  of  1,000  Wond- i  ers"  on  stage.     Gross:  $6,500.  (Average, $8,000) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Mam"  (Univ.) KEITH  MEMORIAL— (2,907)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,500.  (Average, 
$16,000) 
"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)    7   days,    2nd    week.     Gross:  $15,000. 
(Average,  $15,500) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $7,700.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
FENWAY  —  (1,320)    (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (W.  B.) SO'LLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-55c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $3,100.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (25c -35c -40c -55c) 

7  days.    Gross:  $16,000.  _  (Average  $12,000) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  ' (25c -35c- 40c-55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $19,500.  (Average. 

$17,500) 

'Quarterback/  Show 
$11,500,  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  7. — Stage  shows 

did  the  business.  George  White's 
Scandals  on  the  stage  and  "The  Quar- 

terback" on  the  screen  pulled  $11,500 
for  the  Circle  and  Laurel  and  Hardy 
on  the  stage  with  "Melody  and  Moon- 

light" did  $13,000  at  the  Lyric. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Oct.  31-Nov.  1 : 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) CIRCLE— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 
Stage:  George  White's  Scandals,  starring Ben  Blue.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Average, 
$6,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $5,800.     (Average,  $5,500) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c)  6  days. Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 

days. "Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) LYRIC — (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c) 
Stage:  Personal  appearance  of  Stan  Laurel 
and  Oliver  Hardy,  plus  vaudeville.  Gross: 
$13,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 

Plaintiff  Wins  Point 

In  Contract  Action 

New  Haven,  Nov.  7. — Motion  to 
strike  out  the  answer  of  the  defendant, 
Joseph  F.  Shulman,  operator  of  the 
Plaza,  Windsor,  Conn.,  has  ,  been 
granted  the  plaintiff  in  the  clearance 
case  of  Lampert  Theatres  of  Windsor, 
Inc.,  against  Warners  brought  to  the 
Superior  Court  here  last  February. 
Plaintiff  asks  $25,000  damages,  re- 

formation of  the  contract,  and  an  in- 
junction against  Warners  restraining 

it  from  performance  of  a  second  run 
contract,  which  it  entered  into  in  al- 

leged violation  of  agreement  with  the 
plaintiff,  operator  of  the  Windsor. 

Critics9  Quotes 

"NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE"  (Paramount) 
An  exceptionally  tine  picture.  .  .  .  Romance,  humor,  suspense  and  thrilling 

action  are  skillfully  woven  into  an  ideal  pattern  for  a  motion  picture,  the 
like  of  which  we  haven't  seen  since  "Lives  of  a  Bengal  Lancer." — Kate Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 
A  big,  sprawling,  sometimes  tedious  picture  in  which  the  note  of  heroism 

is  beaten  like  a  drum  to  the  accompanying  clash  of  color  symbols. — Bosley 
Crowther,  New  York  Times. 

The  color  photography  is  genuinely  beautiful.  .  .  .  Melodramatic  excite- 
ment is  purveyed  in  various  tense  situations  ...  an  exceptionally  good  presen- 

tation of  a  revolt  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Canadian  wilderness  against 
the  forces  of  civilization  .  .  .  will  enjoy  a  far-reaching  popularity. — Edwin 
Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

The  outdoor  photography  in  color  adds  immeasurably  to  the  beauty  of  the 
production  .  .  .  gives  every  indication  of  being  a  picture  that  will  be  thoroughly 
enjoyed/  even  though  it  is  too  long. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 
Taken  strictly  as  a  spectacle,  the  production  is  superb,  and  stacks  up 

shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  long  line  of  winners  from  the  DeMille  stable. 
— Chicago  Herald  American. 

"CHRISTMAS  IN  JULY"  (Paramount) 
Sturges  converted  this  unpretentious  plot  into  a  happy,  slightly  noisy  com- 

edy with  a  Chaplinesque  background  of  pathos. — Time. 
Amply  deserves  the  widespread  popularity  it  is  certain  to  have  .  .  .  strictly 

a  corny  motion  picture  but  it  is  a  highly  entertaining  one. — Howard  Barms, New  York  Herald  Tribune. 
A  fast-moving  farce  with  several  unexpected,  hilarious  comedy  situations. 

.  .  .  If  you  want  to  laugh  and  forget  your  troubles,  "Christmas  in  July" 
is  a  gift  even  in  November. — Lee  Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

One  of  those  happy  little  pictures  with  nobody  or  nothing  very  expensive  in 
it — the  kind  of  thing  that  lets  everybody,  but  especially  the  audience,  have 
a  wonderful  time.  ...  It  looks  like  it  was  fun  to  make,  and  it  is  certainly 
fun  to  see. — Cecelia  Agcr,  PM  (New  York). 
A  gay,  whimsical,  charming  photoplay.  ...  90  minutes  of  clever  and  de- 

lightful fun — as  refreshing  as  a  cool  breeze  on  a  hot,  sultry  day. — William 
Bochnel,  New  York  World-Telegram. 

"THE  GREAT  DICTATOR"  (Chaplin-U.  A.) 
Chaplin's  previous  hits  have  been  pearls  of  assorted  humor  strung  on  a 

thread  of  personality — the  personality  of  an  ineffectual  half-pathetic,  wholly 
sympathetic  little  comedian.  "The  Great  Dictator"  has  enough  pearls  but  no thread. — Time. 

It  is  only  by  fits  and  starts  that  we  get  the  same  old  Chaplin,  and  wrhile 
there  are  many  of  his  familiar  gags  in  the  film,  they  don't  come  fast  enough 
to  turn  a  serious  idea — such  as  blatancy  of  a  Hitler — -into  a  subject  for 
comedy. — Henry  T.  Murdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

If  there  is  any  disappointment  over  "The  Great  Dictator"  it  may  be  because there  are  stretches  now  and  then  which  come  perilously  close  to  being  dull, 
but  the  best  of  the  photoplay  is  magnificent  and  it  is  easy  to  condone  these 
parts  which  do  not  measure  up  to  expectations. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore 
Evening  Sun. 

Obviously  represents  the  earnest  and  heartfelt  and  unavoidably  rueful  com- 
ment of  a  great  clown  upon  the  time  in  which  he  lives  and  as  such,  it  is  a 

picture  definitely  to  be  seen. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"THE  MARK  OF  ZORRO"  (20th-Fox) 
Comes  out  exceedingly  well  in  its  talking  dress  form  .  .  has  plenty  of  ac- 

tion and  that  is  apparently  what  the  public  wants  .  .  .  the  story  is  admirably 
suited  to  the  screen. — William  Bochnel,  New  York  World-Telegram. 
An  exceedingly  fine  job  .  .  .  still  an  exciting  action  picture,  full  of  melo- 

dramatic vitality  and  suspense  ...  an  eminently  satisfying  motion  picture 
melodrama. — Howard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald  Tribune. 
What  is  often  called  an  escapist  picture,  and  it's  a  good  one  ...  an  enter- 

taining period  melodrama,  a  Western  in  historical  costume. — Eileen  Creel- 
man,  New  York  Sim. 
Amusing  entertainment  .  .  .  good  fun,  and  the  California  scenery  is  elegant. 

— Rose  Pelszt'ick,  New  York  Journal  American. 

"HIT  PARADE  OF  1941"  (Republic) 
Has  some  good  tunes,  also  expert  comedians,  singers  and  dancers — but  if 

it  only  had  some  jokes  to  go  along  with  them  .  .  .  depends  upon  its  music  for 
its  modest  entertainment  appeal. — Norman  Clark,  Baltimore  News  Post. 
A  mongrel  of  romance  and  revue  which  seems  to  have  an  insufficient  sense 

of  humor. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 
This  musical  comedy  is  so  tuneful,  so  well  acted,  so  cleverly  written  and 

directed  and  so  handsomely  mounted  that  I  must  compliment  everyone  who 
had  anything  to  do  with  its  production. — Louella  O.  Parsons,  Los  Angeles 
Examiner. 

"TOO  MANY  GIRLS"  (RKO) 
The  result  is  that  the  picture  is  entirely — and  rather  pitifully — dependent 

on  a  few  gags,  some  good  tunes  (only  one  of  which  is  "sold"  to  the  movie 
audience)  and  a  cast  composed,  with  a  couple  of  exceptions,  of  virtual  un- 

knowns.— Philip  K.  Scheuer,  Los  Angeles  Times. 
The  kind  of  lively,  youthful  musical  nonsense  that  you  need  for  a  good 

chasing  of  the  blues. — Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angeles  Herald  and  Express. 
Has  everything  the  tired  business  man  will  like,  and,  moreover,  it  will 

help  the  little  woman  at  home  to  forget  her  troubles. — Louella  O.  Parsons, 
Los  Angeles  Examinef. 

'North  West' 

Is  Hit  in  Loop 

With  $48,000 

Chicago,  Nov.  7.  —  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  scored  a  powerful 
$48,000  at  the  Chicago,  with  Betty 
Grable  and  Ken  Murray  on  the  stage. 
"Spring  Parade"  and  "Men  Against 
the  Sky"  took  $16,000  at  the  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  1 : "Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 

APOLLO — (1,400)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. 

Stage:     Betty    Grable    &    Ken  Murray. Gross:  $48,000.    (Average,  $32,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.B.) 
GARRICK— (1,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days, 3rd  week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"Golden  Fleecing"  (M-G-Ml 
ORIENTAL — (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 

Stage:  Tiny  Hill  and  Band.    Gross:  $14,000. (Average,  $13,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
PALACE — (2,500)     (35c-40c-60c)    7  days. Gross:  $16,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
ROOSEVELT  —  (1,500)    (25c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"Flowing  Gold"  (W.B.) 
STATE- LAKE— (2,700)   (25c-40c)  7  days. 

Stage:   Clyde  McCoy   and   Band.  Gross: $17,500.     (Average:  $15,000) 
"Strike  Up  The  Band"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average, 

$14,000) 

'Police'  Milwaukee 

Smash  with  $18,100 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  7. — Best  grosser 
in  a  slow  week  was  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  and  "Dancing  on  a 
Dime,"  playing  Fox's  Palace  and Wisconsin  simultaneously  at  advanced 
admissions.  The  former  house  grossed 
$7,300  and  the  latter  $10,800. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Oct.  31: 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) "Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
PALACE— (2,400)  (44c-65c)  7  da  vs.  Gross: $7,300  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Nobody's  Children"  (Col.) 
RIVERSIDE — (2,700)     (28c-44c)    7  days. 

Stage:     "All-American     Follies."  Gross: $6,000.   (Average,  $6,500) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
"The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her"  (RKO) 
STRAND— (1,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $2,800.  (Average,  $1,500) 

"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    6  days. Gross:  $4,000  (Average,  $4,500) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (44c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $10,800.  (Average,  $5,500) 

'Quiet  Please'  Opens 

T o night  at  Guild 
Jesse  L.  Lasky  and  Henry 

Duffy  will  present  their  new 
comedy  on  Hollywood,  "Quiet 
Please,"  tonight  at  the  Guild 
Theatre.  The  play  was  writ- 

ten by  F.  Hugh  Herbert  and 
Hans  Kraly.  A  large  cast  is 
headed  by  Jane  Wyatt,  Don- 

ald Woods,  Fred  Niblo  and 
Ann  Mason.  Al  Spink  is  press 
representative  for  the  show. 
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Television 

Awaits  Report 

On  Standards 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  are 
three  television  stations  in  opera- 

tion here,  indications  are  that  NBC, 
DuMont  and  CBS  are  determined 
to  mark  time  until  the  National 

Television  Systems  Committee  is- 
sues a  report  on  standards.  The 

NTSC  is  scheduled  to  meet  with 

the  FCC  in  January  but  the  Com- 
mission has  declared  that  it  does 

not  expect  the  NTSC  to  make  any 
recommendations  on  the  fixing  of 
standards  at  that  time. 

The  conflicting  desires  of  the 
FCC  to  get  television  started 
quickly  dnd  the  desire  of  the 
stations  not  to  spend  any  money 
on  the  new  medium  until  they 
know  exactly  where  they  stand, 
are  producing  some  queer  re- 

sults, it  was  pointed  out. 

In  granting  television  licenses,  the 
FCC  noted  severely  that  "squatters  on 
the  public  domain"  would  not  be  toler- 

ated. The  industry  heads  then  or- 
ganized the  NTSC.  It  was  hoped  that 

the  commission  would  not  press  the 
licensees  until  after  Jan.  1  when  the 
NTSC  is  expected  to  report.  How- 

ever, when  the  FCC  learned  earlier 
this  Fall  that  the  stations  intended  to 
hold  off,  it  issued  strict,  although  in- 

formal, orders  that  some  activity 
would  be  required  immediately. 

Companies  Start  Activity 

The  shifting  of  frequencies  gave 
the  stations  some  breathing  spell  but 
some  further  action  was  required.  As 

a  result,  partly  from  the  Commission's attitude,  NBC  resumed  telecasting, 
CBS  announced  it  had  developed  color 
television  and  DuMont  started  tele- 

casting with  the  sight  channel  only. 
NBC,  which  had  had  an  extensive 

program  schedule  up  to  August,  re- 
sumed operations  last  month.  How- 

ever, its  schedule  thus  far  appears  to 
be  directed  toward  doing  the  job  of 
telecasting  without  spending  any- 

thing more  than  the  barest  minimum. 
Films  and  special  events,  the  two 
cheapest  program  subjects,  are  all  that 
have  been  scheduled  thus  far. 

Receiver  Sales  Stop 

DuMont,  NBC's  chief  rival,  of course,  which  was  out  in  front  with  its 
set  sales  to  bars,  restaurants  and 
hotels,  has  been  hit  by  the  cessation 
of  NBC  activities.  Without  a  televi- 

sion service,  receiver  sales  stopped. 
As  for  its  own  transmitter,  DuMont 
is  continuing  to  build  it  and  may  be 
saved  any  questions  concerning  a  real 
program  service  by  not  completing  it 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Mean- 

while, it  has  kept  its  record  clear 
by  making  two  actual  test  telecasts, 
using  a  50-watt  transmitter  and  a  sight 
channel  only. 

As  for  CBS,  this  network's  station was  on  the  air  for  many  months  with 
nothing  more  than  a  test  pattern 
When  the  change  in  frequencies  was 
ordered,  CBS  continued  with  its  pat 
tern  and  did  not  start  the  shift  until 
quite  recently.  In  normal  course,  the 
shift  will  not  be  completed  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Off  the  Antenn
a 

FRANK  CONRAD  was  guest  of  honor  last  night  at  a  party  arranged 
by  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co.  at  the  RCA  building 

roof.  Westinghouse  had  Dr.  Conrad  as  guest  for  "Musical  Americana" which  it  sponsors  over  NBC-Red.  It  was  also  a  Westinghouse  station, 
KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  at  which  Dr.  Conrad  did  his  pioneering  work  in  broad- 

casting. Feature  of  the  party  were  interviews  staged  by  Bill  Farren,  former 

KDKA  announcer,  and  Del  Sharbutt,  master  of  ceremonies  on  "Musical Americana."  The  interviewers  asked  what  the  guests  were  doing  at  the 
time  Dr.  Conrad  produced  the  first  broadcast. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Norman  Corwin,  CBS  and  RKO  producer,  will  have 
a  book  of  11  original  radio  plays  and  four  adaptations  published  by  Henry 
Holt  next  Spring.  .  .  .  Al  Hefer,  IVOR  sportscastcr,  became  father  of  an 

&y2-pound  baby  Monday.  .  .  .  Fred  Allen  is  scheduled  to  be  guest  of  "In- 
formation, Please"  next  Friday,  when  the  program  moves  to  NBC-Red.  .  .  . 

Ilka  Chase's  contract  for  "Luncheon  at  the  Waldorf"  has  been  renewed  for 
an  additional  13  weeks,  effective  Nov.  23.  .  .  .  Barry  Wood  will  be  guest 
n  "Musical  Americana"  Thursday  at  10  :30  P.M. •  •  • 

In  these  days  when  pleas  for  unity  fly  through  the  air,  WOR  will  make 
a  courtly  gesture  of  friendship  to  one  of  its  New  York  City  rival  stations. 
Tonight,  just  before  9  P.M.,  WOR  will  devote  a  minute  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  WEAF  is  dedicating  its  new  transmitter  and  to  wish  its 
neighbor  well. •  •  • 

Leif  Eid,  who  has  handled  NBC  television  publicity  since  its  incep- 
tion, has  been  transferred  to  special  promotion  work.  Replacing  him  is 

Ernest  Colling,  long  a  member  of  the  RCA  information  department.  Colling 
will  handle  local  station  publicity  as  well  as  television. •  •  • 

Program  News:  WHN  will  start  the  hockey  season  broadcasts  next 
Thursday  with  Bert  Lee  and  Dick  Fishell  at  the  microphone.  .  .  .  Campana's 
"First  Nighter"  starts  its  Wth  year  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  26.  Heard  over  CBS, 
the  program  gave  both  Don  Ameche  and  Gail  Paige  their  starts  in  radio. 
At  present,  Barbara  Luddy  and  Les  Tremayne  are  the  regulars.  .  .  .  Gottfried 
Baking  Co.  h-as  renewed  two  contracts  over  WHN  for  52  weeks  each.  The 
contracts  are  for  United  Press  news  and  "Junior  G-Men." •  •  • 

Katharine  Cornell,  Leopold  Stokowski,  Clifton  Fadiman,  Raymond 
Gram  Swing,  Bob  Trout  and  Norman  H.  Davis  will  make  the  annual 
Red  Cross  membership  appeal  over  NBC-Blue,  CBS  and  Mutual  Sunday 
at  1 :30  P.M. 

Reaffirm  Pact  to 

Drop  'Star'  Rating (Continued  from  pane  1) 
situation  remains  in  status  quo.  Par- 

amount resorted  to  use  of  the  star 
awards  in  its  advertising  after  un- 

successfully protesting  their  use  by 
the  Rivoli,  which  is  not  a  party  to 
the  agreement. 

Indications  are  that  the  subject  may 
be  referred  to  a  meeting  of  the  M.P.P. 
D.A.  board  of  directors  scheduled  for 
today  in  the  hope  of  determining 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  basis  for 
bringing  the  Rivoli  into  the  agree- 

ment. If  this  is  accomplished,  Para- 
mount's  compliance  is  to  be  taken  for 
granted. The  agreement  had  been  in  effect 
for  about  four  years.  Loew's,  a staunch  champion  of  the  agreement, 
indicated  yesterday  that  it  may  retali- 

ate by  city-wide  circuit  advertising 
of  star  awards  if  the  agreement  is 
ignored  in  the  future.  A  circuit  ex- 

ecutive pointed  out  yesterday  that 
Loew's  has  booked  four  four-star  pic- 

tures, "Escape,"  "Arise,  My  Love," 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  and 
"North  West  Mounted  Police." 

Roosevelt  in  Marines 
Hollywood,  Nov.  7. — James  Roose- 

velt, head  of  Globe  Productions,  left 
today  to  assume  his  post  as  captain 
in  the  22nd  Marine  Reserve  Battalion 
at  San  Diego. 

Pascal  Coming  Here 
London,  Nov.  7. — Gabriel  Pascal 

has  booked  passage  for  New  York, 
and  is  expected  to  leave  here  for  the 
United  States  some  time  next  month. 

Sunday  Show  Start 

Delayed  to  Nov.  17 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

schedule  for  layoffs.  Since  the  hit 
shows,  which  play  to  capacity  all 
week,  will  gain  nothing  by  Sunday 
shows,  it  is  expected  that  the  weaker 
draws  may  bolster  their  grosses  by 
playing  on  Sunday  when  competition 
will  not  be  as  keen.  However,  for 
weekdays  it  is  felt  that  the  off  night 
should  be  staggered  so  that  there 
will  be  open  shows  every  night  of  the 

week. One  of  the  crucial  tests,  so  far  as 
Equity  is  concerned,  is  the  Actors 
Fund  benefits.  These  performances 
are  given  on  Sunday  nights  exclus- 

ively and  the  revenue  is  the  main 
source  of  income  for  the  Fund.  If 
most  shows  play  on  Sunday,  it  will 
mean  that  the  benefit  performances 
will  have  to  be  given  on  weekdays 
with  the  resultant  lower  income.  Some 
indication  may  be  found  this  Sunday 
when  "Johnny  Belinda"  plays  a  Fund 
benefit  against  "Tobacco  Road"  but 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  real  test 
will  come  until  a  substantial  number 
of  shows  are  playing  Sundays  regu 

larly. 

Columbus  Stage  Show 

Columbus,  Nov.  7. — Laurel  and 
Hardy  will  head  a  stage  revue  open- 

ing at  Loew's  Ohio  here  tomorrow, 
this  being  the  first  stage  show  which 
this  house  has  played  since  1935. 
"Arise,  My  Love"  will  be  the  accom- 

panying screen  feature.  The  Ohio 
normally  plays  double  features. 

Parties  Spent 

$262,674  on 

Mutual  Time 

The  first  breakdown  of  presi- 
dential campaign  expenditures  on 

the  networks  came  yesterday  from  . 

Mutual  which  revealed  that  totals*  ? billings    for    the    campaign    were  *[ 
$262,674  for  32y2  hours. 

$130,000  by  Democrats 
Of  the  total  time  bought,  the  Demo- 

crats paid  $130,000  for  14*4  hours, 
while  the  Republicans  purchased  17 
hours  for  $124,500.  The  apparent 
discrepancy  of  the  Republicans  pur- 

chasing more  time  for  less  money  was 
explained  by  Mutual  by  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  stations  on  each  hook- 

up varied  and  also  by  the  fact  that 
the  Democrats  used  more  night  time, 
which  is  more  expensive. 

The  rest  of  the  political  time  bought 
was  bv  the  Communists,  who  used  a 
half  hour  for  $5,100  and  the  Social- 
Laborites  who  bought  15  minutes  for 

$2,574. 

Political  expenditures  on  Mutual 
more  than  doubled  this  year  over  the 
1936  campaign.  In  1936,  Mutual  was 
not  the  extensive  coast-to-coast  net- 

work which  it  is  today.  For  the  pre- 
vious campaign,  Mutual  sold  25^4 

hours  for  $105,042. 

$22,522  on  WMCA 
Over  WMCA,  political  parties 

spent  $22,522.  Republicans'  expendi- tures were  $14,114  for  15  hours  and 

17  minutes,  and  the  Democrats'  were $14,114  for  11  hours  and  35  minutes. 
The  National  Committee  to  Uphold 
Constitutional  Government  spent  $130 
for  15  minutes.  Republicans  used 
178  spot  announcements  and  the 
Democrats  53. 

15  Radio  Programs 

'Tied*  with  'Arizona' 
The  Kate  Smith,  Vox  Pop  and 

George  Fisher's  "Hollywood  Whis- 
pers" radio  programs  will  be  tied  in 

with  the  world  premiere  in  Tucson 

Nov.  15  of  Columbia's  "Arizona." Fifteen  coast-to-coast  broadcasts  are 
included  in  the  tieup. 
Kate  Smith  will  participate  with 

Hollywood  guest  stars  in  five  daily 
noon  programs  linked  with  the  picture 
in  addition  to  the  regular  Kate  Smith 
Hour  on  CBS,  which  will  be  broad- cast from  Tucson  on  the  evening  of 
the  premiere. 

The  Vox  Pop  program  will  precede 
the  Kate  Smith  Hour  on  50  CBS  sta- 

tions. Members  of  the  film's  cast  and celebrities  will  be  interviewed. 
Fisher's  "Hollywood  Whispers"  pro- 

gram will  devote  eight  weekly  broad- 
casts starting  yesterday,  to  an  "Ari- zona" quiz  contest  over  140  Mutual stations. 

Tarkington  Trial  Jan.  8 
Trial  of  the  $100,000  damage  suit 

of  Booth  Tarkington  against  War- 
ners has  been  fixed  for  Jan.  8.  He 

claims  that  Warners  infringed  on  his 

literary  rights  in  filming  "Penrod  and 
His  Twin  Brother."  Warners  have counter-claims  for  $35,000. 



THE  FINEST  ACCOUNTING  BOOK 

EVER  COMPILED  FOR  MOTION 

PICTURE  THEATRE  OWNERS!! 

Paramount  Theatre 

C.  A.  WAGNER,  Manager 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

AUGUST  30,  1940 

"THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  PROMPT  DELIVERY  OF  MY 

NEW  RECORD.  I  DO  NOT  KNOW  OF  ANY  WAY  YOU 

MIGHT  IMPROVE  YOUR  BOOK,  AS  I  THINK  IT  IS  VERY 

COMPLETE  NOW.  I  HAVE  RECOMMENDED  IT  TO 

SEVERAL  OF  MY  FRIENDS  IN  THE  BELIEF  IT  WOULD 

HELP  THEM  A  GREAT  DEAL" 

Compiled  by  THEODORE  J.  SULLIVAN 

.  YOUR  MONEY  WILL 

BE  IMMEDIATELY  RE- 

FUNDED IF  YOU  DON'T 

FIND  THIS  TO  BE  A 

PRACTICAL,  SIMPLIFIED 

BOOKKEEPING  SYSTEM 

$0.00 

2 Postpaid 

MAIL 

COUPON 

NOW 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP,  ROCKEFELLER  CENTER,  NEW  YORK 

Here  is  my  check  for  $2.00.     Send  me  "THEATRE  MANAGEMENT  RECORD." 

Name 

City  and  State 

-Address 

.Theatre 
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Parties  Spent 

$1,781,174  for 

Broadcasting 

$884,300  for  Democrats; 
GOP  Paid  $861,100 

Political  parties  purchased  a  total 
of  $1,781,174  of  time  on  the  major 
networks  for  the  presidential  cam- 

paign, preliminary  figures  released 
over  the  weekend  revealed. 

Of  the  total,  the  Democrats 
spent  $884,300  as  compared  with 
$861,100  for  the  Republicans,  al- 

though the  latter  figure  does 
not  include  $11,600  paid  for  the 
John  L.  Lewis  speech  over  NBC. 
NBC  led  with  $924,600  for  both  the 

Red  and  Blue  networks  while  CBS 
grossed  $593,900.   Figures  for  Mutual 
were    printed    in    Motion  Picture 
Daily  on  Friday. 
The  Democrats  spent  $435,000  over 

NBC  while  the  Republicans  spent 
$462,000.  An  additional  $27,600  spent 
included  $11,600  for  the  Lewis  talk; 
$4,000,  Social-Labor  party;  $7,000 
Communists  ;  and  $5,000  for  local  cam- 

paigns.   These  charges  included  extra 
(Continued  on  page  10) 

Federation  Groups 

Named  for  Drive 

Committees  have  been  selected  for 
the  Amusement  Division  of  the  annual 
drive  of  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn 
Federations  for  the  Support  of  Jewish 
Philanthropic  Societies. 
Co-chairmen  of  the  division  are 

David  Bernstein  and  Albert  Warner. 
Vice-chairmen  are  Barney  Balaban, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn,  George 
J.  Schaefer  and  Murray  Silverstone. 

The    committees    for    the  various 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

Fairbanks'  UA  Stock 
Valued  at  $500,000 
Los  Angeles,  Nov.  10. — The 

one-fifth  stock  interest  in 
United  Artists  of  the  late 
Douglas  Fairbanks  has  been 
appraised  at  $500,000  by  the 
California  estate  appraisal 
department.  It  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  public  valuation 
of  United  Artists  stock,  which 
is  privately  held. 
The  appraisal  is  tentative 

and  has  not  yet  been  filed 
with  the  probate  court.  In- 

dications are  that  the  Fair- 
banks estate  counsel  will  en- 

deavor to  have  the  appraisal 
reduced  before  it  is  submitted 
to  the  court,  on  the  ground 
that  it  does  not  represent 
current  realization  value  of 
the  shares. 

Counter  Proposal 

Made  to  England 

On  Currency  Pact 

Lipton  to  Start  at 
Columbia  on  Jan,  2 

David  ̂ A.  Lipton,  newly  appointed 
director  6f  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation  for  Columbia,  will  assume 
his  new  post  at  the  home  office  Jan. 
2.  His  resignation  as  Universal 
studio  publicity  manager  becomes  ef- 

fective Dec.  14.  He  will  spend  the 
intervening  two  weeks  in  the  Colum- 

bia studio  to  coordinate  plans  with 
Lou  Smith,  Columbia  studio  publicity 
director. 

Maurice  A.  Bergman,  whom  Lip- 
ton succeeds  at  Columbia,  begins  his 

new  duties  as  20th  Century-Fox  ad- 
vertising manager  under  Charles  E. 

McCarthy  on  Dec.  2. 

Counter  proposals  on  a  monetary 
agreement  with  Britain  were  made 
over  the  weekend,  following  considera- 

tion of  new  proposals  from  London 
at  separate  meetings  of  the  foreign 
department  heads  of  the  major  com- 

panies and  Hays  office  directors. 
The  new  London  proposals  and  the 

counter  proposals  from  the  American 
companies  concern  the  three  major 
phases  of  the  new  currency  agreement. 

These  are  the  amount  of  currency 
to  be  withdrawn  during  the  next  12 
months,  the  arrangements  for  purchase 
of  British  films  by  American  com- 

panies for  distribution  here  and  re- 
strictions on  investments  of  blocked 

sterling  by  American  companies  in British  theatres. 

ALL  CONTRACTS 

CALLED  ILLEGAL 

Reasons  Given  by 

Gov't  for  Ruling 

Contracts  Illegal 

The  Government,  in  filing  the 
amended  complaint  on  Saturday, 
claimed  that  all  present  licensing  con- tracts made  between  the  majors  and 

exhibitors  are  "illegal"  for  the  fol- 
lowing seven  reasons: 

1.  License  terms  are  fixed  in 
contracts  before  an  exhibitor  has 
had  a  fair  opportunity  to  esti- 

mate the  value  of  a  film. 

2.  License  agreements  fix  clear- 
ance, run  and  minimum  admission 

prices  on  large  groups  of  pic- 
tures simultaneously. 

3.  The  licensing  of  one  film  or 
group  of  films  is  conditioned  on 
the  licensing  of  another  film  or 
group. 

4.  The  licensing  of  films  in  one 
theatre  is  conditioned  on  the 

licensing  of  films  in  another  the- atre or  group. 

5.  Agreements  on  clearance  are 
calculated  to  suppress  competition 
between  exhibitors  rather  than  to 
protect  distribution  revenue. 

6.  Distributors  frequently  re- fuse to  license  a  run  on  any  terms 
in  order  to  protect  an  exhibitor 
from  competition. 

7.  Prints  are  arbitrarily  with- held on  license  contracts  to  give 
an  exhibitor  a  prior  play  date  not 
provided  for  by  agreement. 

16mm.  and  Nickel  in  Slot  Films 

Subject  to  Supervision  in  State 

Albany,  Nov.  10. — All  16mm.  films  and  coin  film  machines  are 
subject  to  the  same  censorship  and  licensing  regulations  as  for 
35mm.  films  when  shown  in  any  place  of  amusement  at  an  admis- 

sion charge  or  other  compensation  or  in  connection  with  any 
business  establishment  in  the  State,  Attorney  General  John  J. 
Bennett,  Jr.,  ruled  over  the  weekend. 
Bennett  pointed  out  that  Section  1,089  of  the  Education  Law 

makes  no  distinction  between  35mm.  and  16mm.  and  that  16mm. 
films  must  contain  the  usual  identification  indicating  a  license  from 
the  State  Education  Department. 
The  ruling  was  made  on  the  request  of  the  Education  Depart- 

ment, which  said  that  at  least  one  New  York  City  theatre  and  a 
number  of  cafes  are  showing  16mm.  copies  of  old  films. 

U.  S.  Makes  This  Claim 
In  Serving  Request  to 

File  Amended  Bill 

All  present  exhibition  licensing 
agreements  are  declared  illegal  by 
the  Department  of  Justice.  This 
stand  is  revealed  by  the  Govern- 

ment's filing  on  Saturday  a  notice 
on  the  eight  major  companies  and 
13  of  their  subsidiaries  that  it 
would  ask  Federal  Judge  Henry 

W.  Goddard  Thursday  for  permis- 
sion to  file  a  70-page  amended  com- 

plaint. 
With  the  notice,  the  Govern- 

ment served  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
posed amended  complaint  which 

set  forth  seven  reasons  why  it 
contends  that  existing  contracts 
are  illegal.  By  so  pleading,  it 

appears  to  be  the  Government's purpose  to  bring  the  three 
smaller  companies  into  line 
with  the  proposed  consent  de- cree. The  Government  also 
hopes  to  give  effect  by  the 
amended  complaint  to  the  na- 

tionwide system  of  arbitration. 

The  complaint  asks  for  the  organ- 
ization of  a  "nation  wide  system  of 

impartial  arbitration  tribunals"  in 
order  to  secure  "adequate  enforce- 

ment" of  a  decree.  Although  the  com- 
plaint also  asks  for  an  injunction 

against  all  majors  to  restrain  integra- 
tion of  distribution,  production  and 

exhibition,  Government  attorneys  state 
that  the  demand  against  the  big  five  is 
formal  and  only  incidental  to  the  con- sent decree. 

The  Government  centers  its  attack 
upon  distribution.  Production  and  ex- (Continucd  on  page  5) 

Para.  Heads  Weigh 

Effects  of  Decree 

Chicago,  Nov.  10. — Probable  effect 
of  the  consent  decree  on  theatre  opera- 

tions was  among  a  variety  of  subjects 
discussed  at  a  two-day  meeting  here 
Friday  and  Saturday  of  Paramount 
home  office  theatre  executives  and  cir- 

cuit operators.  The  group  left  for 
the  Coast  yesterday  for  further  dis- cussions at  the  Paramount  studio  with 
home  office  executives  and  studio 
heads. 

Plans  for  closer  cooperation  between 
the  company's  theatre  unit*  through- (Continued  on  page  5) 
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Personal  Mention Three  Home  Offices 

Will  Close  Half  Day 

The  home  offices  of  Uni- 
versal, 20th  Century-Fox  and 

M-G-M  will  close  at  1  P.  M. 
today  in  observance  of  Armi- 

stice Day. 

Chicago,  Nov.  10.— All  film 
exchanges  in  the  city  will  be 
closed  tomorrow,  Armistice 
Dav,  for  the  first  time  since 
the  World  War. 

Sunday  Show  Start 

Delayed  to  Nov.  24 

The  start  of  Sunday  stage  shows 
has  again  been  deferred,  this  time  to 
Nov.  24,  by  decision  of  the  League  of 
New  York  Theatres.  Some  of  the  at- 

tractions found  that  more  time  was 
necessary  to  complete  arrangements 
than  yesterday's  scheduled  start  would allow. 

The  League  has  ratified  in  principle 
the  amendment  to  the  basic  agreement 
with  the  Dramatists  Guild,  which  will 
regulate  the  financing  of  Broadway 
shows  by  film  companies  and  the  sale 
of  screen  rights  to  them.  A  few  minor 
points  are  to  be  clarified  by  the  Guild 
today  prior  to  the  Guild's  annual membership  meeting  tomorrow.  The 
membership  is  expected  to  approve  the 
pact. 

Theatre  Red  Cross 

Drive  Starts  Today 

The  motion  picture  theatres'  cam- 
paign for  the  American  Red  Cross  be- 
gins today,  with  between  8,000  and 

9,000  theatres  across  the  country  par- 
ticipating in  a  two-week  drive  on  be- 

half of  the  annual  roll  call. 
The  campaign  will  continue  to  Nov. 

30.  In  a  few  cities  the  membership 
campaign  will  be  conducted  later, 
when  theatres  will  cooperate,  and  in 
some  smaller  towns  no  Red  Cross 
campaign  is  conducted.  Otherwise 
theatre  cooperation  is  said  to  be  100 
per  cent.  Major  L.  E.  Thompson  is 
general  chairman  and  David  Palfrey- 
man  is  secretary. 

Brand,  Jack  Goetz 

Guests  at  Luncheon 
Harry  Brand,  studio  advertising  and 

publicity  head  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
and  Jack  Goetz  of  DuArt  Laboratory 
were  tendered  a  luncheon  by  friends 
Friday  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.)  on  the  oc- 

casion of  Brand's  brief  visit  here  to 
testify  in  the  Sonja  Henie  commission 
case  and  Goetz'  forthcoming  departure for  army  training. 
Among  those  in  attendance  were : 

Irving  Berlin,  Joseph  Moskowitz, 
Abel  Green,  Charles  Lewis,  Maurice 
Kami,  Martin  Moskowitz,  Monroe 
Greenthal,  James  Mulvey,  David 
Griesdorf,  J.  J.  Milstein,  Harry  Cohn 
and  Joseph  Pincus. 

Brand  left  for  Hollywood  Friday. 

Reception  to  Maugham 
Warners  and  Jacques  Chambrun 

will  be  hosts  Wednesday  afternoon  at 
a  cocktail  party  for  Somerset  Maug- 

ham, British  playwright  and  novelist, 
at  the  Ritz  Carlton. 

MR.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Weisl  left 
Saturday  for  California. • 

Pat  Casey,  producers'  labor  repre- sentative, left  for  the  Coast  by  train 
over  the  weekend,  following  a  two 
weeks'  visit  here. • 

R.  B.  Wilby  is  expected  in  New 
York  from  Atlanta  today. • 

Robert  Gillham,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  will 

return  from  Florida  today. • 

Reginald   Armour,    RKO  Euro- 
pean manager,  is  expected  from  the 

Coast  within  the  next  few  days  and 
will  return  to  Europe  shortly. • 
Paul  Weill,  French  lawyer  and 

talent  representative,  arrived  on  the 
Atlantic  Clipper  Friday  from  Lisbon. • 
William  Chambliss,  member  of 

the  Twentieth  Century-Fox  publicity 
department  and  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Reserve,  leaves  today  for  active 
duty  as  aviator  in  the  Navy. • 

A.  J.  Holt,  operating  the  suburban 
Idle  Hour  in  Cincinnati,  just  celebrat- 

ed his  70th  birthday. 
• 

Gene  Post,  booker  at  the  M-G-M 
Des  Moines  office,  was  married  to 
Dorothy  Wilson  of  Des  Moines  on 
Friday  and  the  couple  left  for  a  honey- 

moon in  Lincoln,  Neb. • 
William  Dieterle,  producer  for 

RKO  release,  arrived  here  Friday  for 
a  two-week  vacation. 

Hays  Office  Board 

Defers  'Star'  Action 
Hays  office  directors  on  Friday  de- 

ferred action  on  reinstatement  of  the 

agreement  not  to  use  "stars"  or  other 
symbol  ratings  of  critics  in  film  com- 

pany and  theatre  advertising. 
The  matter  was  discussed  briefly. 

It  will  be  taken  up  again  by  the  board 
when  Barney  Balaban,  Paramount 
president,  returns  from  the  Coast. 
Meanwhile,  Paramount  continued 

use  of  the  four-star  award  in  its  ad- 
vertising of  "North  West  Mounted 

Police."  Robert  M.  Gillham,  Para- 
mount advertising  and  publicity  direc- 

tor, has  agreed  to  discontinue  the  prac- 
tice if  the  Rivoli  and  Globe  become 

parties  to  the  agreement. 

Columbus  Exhibitor  Dead 
Columbus,  Nov.  10. — John  Rapold, 

54,  local  exhibitor,  is  dead  here.  He 
was  co-owner  with  his  brother,  George 
E.  Rapold,  of  the  suburban  Innis  and 
Ideal.     Four   sisters   also  survive. 

ED  KUYKENDALL,  M.P.T.O.A. president,  is  expedted  in  New 
York  today  from  his  Columbus,  Miss., 

home. 

T.  J.  Connors,  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  returns  today  from 

Washington. 

Mrs  Henry  Ginsberg,  wife  of  the 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Paramount  studio,  and  their  infant 
son,  John,  arrive  on  the  Coast  by 
train  today  from  the  East. • 

James   Mulvey,  J.  J.  Milstein, 
Martin    Moskowitz    and  Joseph 
Moskowitz    spent    the    weekend  at 
Wayne  Country  Club,  Tyler  Hill,  Pa. • 

Irving  Jacocks,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Rosen,  Timothy  O'Toole,  Benja- min Lourie  and  Max  Tabackman 
of  New  Haven  attended  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  party  on  Saturday  for  Jerry 
Rogovin,  son  of  I.  H.  Rogovin,  War- 

ner Boston  manager. 
• 

Harry  L.  Lavietes,  operator  of  the 
Pequot,  New  Haven,  celebrated  his 
35th  wedding  anniversary  late  last 
week  with  a  house  party. 

• 

Evan  Jacobs,  booker  at  the  20th 
Century-Fox  Des  Moines  exchange, 
and  Mrs.  Jacobs  are  the  parents  of  a 
son,  born  late  last  week. 

• 
J.  E.  Garrison  of  Kansas  City, 

Universal  district  manager,  spent  sev- 
eral days  at  the  Des  Moines  office. 

20th-Fox  Assigns 

Morgan  to  Trinidad 
W.  B.  Morgan,  formerly  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox manager  in  France,  has  tem- 
porarily been  appointed  manager  for 

Trinidad,  it  was  announced  over  the 
weekend  by  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  di- 

rector of  foreign  distribution.  Morgan 
will  sail  Wednesday  for  his  headquar- 

ters in  Port  o'  Spain.  It  is  planned that  Morgan  will  return  to  Europe  as 
soon  as  conditions  will  permit. 

J.  V.  O'Gara,  Trinidad  manager, 
has  been  assigned  to  Chile,  replacing 
Arturo  Ruscica,  resigned. 

Depinet,  Smith  to 
Address  Associates 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  of 
RKO,  and  Andrew  W.  Smith,  Jr., 
sales  manager  of  the  company,  will 
be  guest  speakers  at  a  luncheon  meet- 

ing of  the  Motion  Picture  Associates 
tomorrow  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Final 
plans  will  be  discussed  for  the  dinner 
and  dance  Nov.  20  at  the  Astor. 

Dent  Resigns  Post 
As  ABP  Executive 

London,  Nov.  10. — Maurice Arthur  Dent,  for  many  years 

managing  director  of  War- 
dour  Films,  Ltd.,  and  distribu- tion chief  of  Associated 
British  Pictures  Corp.,  has  re- 

signed. Dent  has  made  sev- eral visits  to  the  United 
States.  His  future  connection 
has  not  yet  been  determined. 

Expect  Reelection 

Of  U.A.  Directors 

Alaurice  Silverstone,  United  Artists 
chief  executive,  left  for  the  Coast  by 
train  last  night  for  conferences  with 
the  company's  producers  and  to  attend 
the  United  Artists  annual  stockhold- 

ers' meeting  there  Nov.  19.  All 
United  Artists  directors  are  sched- 

uled to  be  reelected  at  the  meeting. 

Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O'Brien, Driscoll  &  Raftery,  counsel  for  Mary 
Pickford  and  the  Douglas  Fairbanks 
estate,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  by 
plane  next  Sunday  to  attend  the  meet- 

ing. Charles  Schwartz  of  Schwartz 
&  Frohlich,  counsel  for  Charlie 
Chaplin  and  Alexander  Korda,  ar- 

rived on  the  Coast  yesterday  and  will 
remain  for  the  meeting.  It  is  undecided 
yet  whether  James  Mulvey,  represen- 

tative of  Samuel  Goldwyn  on  the 
United  Artists  board,  will  go  to  the 
Coast  for  the  meeting. 

'Wrath9  Gets  Award 

As  Best  Book  Film 

An  award  for  "The  Grapes  of 
Wrath"  as  the  best  film  made  from 
a  book  this  year  was  presented  to 
20th  Century-Fox  at  the  annual  Book 
Ball  Friday  night  at  Manhattan  Cen- ter. The  selection  was  made  in  a 
competition  sponsored  by  the  Book 
and  Magazine  Guild  and  the  Ampa. 
Nunnally  Johnson,  who  wrote  the 
script  from  the  John  Steinbeck  novel, 
accepted  a  plaque  from  J.  Donald 
Adams,  editor  of  the  New  York  Times 
Book  Review  section,  who  represented 
the  judges.  It  is  planned  to  make  such 
an  award  annually.  The  plaque  will 
be  on  display  at  the  next  Ampa  meet- 

ing. 
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Fox  Midwest  Uses  Ads,  Trailers 

To  Urge  Unity,  Film  Patronage 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  10.— Fox  Midwest  Theatres, .  comprising  more 

than  100  houses,  began  advertising  in  newspapers  and  via  screen 
trailers  the  day  after  election:  "The  Election  is  Over!  Let's  all 
be  Americans  now.  Whatever  the  differences  among  us  before 
the  election,  there  art-  no  differences  among  us  today.  We  must 
stand  as  one  behind  the  man  of  the  people's  choice.  .  .  .  For  Diver- 

sion, Attend  the  Movies,  America's  Greatest  Entertainment!" 
This  was  the  newspaper  advertisement.  The  theme  of  the  screen 

trailers  was  similar.  The  latter  was  greeted  by  applause  in  prac- 
tically all  the  Fox  houses. 
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Committees  Are  Selected 

For  Federation  Campaign 

Hollywood  Review 

"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man" {Universal) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  10. — Comedy  is  the  essence  of  this  fourth  of  the 

Baby  Sandy  pictures,  with  the  very  young  star  cast  as  trouble  maker 
in  general  and  arbiter  in  particular  as  to  her  future  father.  The  baby's 
mother,  Una  Merkel,  appears  as  only  daughter  of  a  town  councilman, 
her  previous  husband  having  died  or  been  otherwise  disposed  of  before 
the  script  begins. 

The  two  suitors  for  the  mother's  hand  are  respectively  a  fireman, 
Stuart  Erwin,  and  a  policeman,  Jack  Carson,  whose  purely  romantic 
motives  are  given  a  mercenary  twist  by  their  respective  departments 
when  it  becomes  known  that  the  girl's  father  will  dispose  of  $250,000 
which  one  of  the  two  departments  will  get. 

The  baby's  prospensity  for  sudden  disappearances,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  fire  and  police  groups  to  back  their  men  keep  the  picture  rolling 
merrily  along,  aided  by  such  players  as  Edgar  Kennedy,  the  fire  chief ; 
William  Frawley,  police  chief ;  Edward  Brophy  and  Wally  Vernon, 
two  over-enthusiastic  firemen,  and  William  Davidson,  John  Sheehan 
and  Isabel  Randolph. 

Burt  Kelly  was  associate  producer  and  Otis  Garrett  and  Paul  Gerard 
Smith  directed  the  Sy  Bartlett-Jane  Storm  screenplay. 
Running  time,  66  minutes.    "G."  *  W.  S. 

Loew's  Cuts  Cost 
Allocation  Abroad 

Loew's,  Inc.,  announced  over the  weekend  that  because  of 
the  war  it  has  again  revised 
its  table  of  amortization  of 
film  costs.  Such  costs  will  be 
reallocated  75  per  cent  to  do- 

mestic distribution  and  25 
per  cent  to  foreign  sales,  in- 

stead of  the  previous  alloca- 
tions of  70  and  30  per  cent. 

The  new  figures  will  apply  to 
all  films  released  after  Sept. 
1,  1939. 

Republic  Regional 

Meeting  Tomorrow 

Republic  Pictures  Corp.  will  hold 
its  next  quarterly  regional  sales  meet- 

ing for  the  Eastern  territory  at  the 
home  office  tomorrow.  Herbert  J. 
Yates,  president  of  Consolidated  Film 
Industries,  and  James  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic,  will  head  the 
home  office  executives  attending. 
Among  the  exchange  representatives 

will  be :  Morris  Epstein,  New  York 
manager ;  Max  Gillis,  Philadelphia ; 
M.  E.  Morey,  Boston ;  Sam  Seletsky, 
New  Haven ;  Jack  Bellman,  Buffalo ; 
Arthur  Newman,  Albany ;  Sam  Sep- 
lowin,  Detroit ;  James  H.  Alexander 
and  Sam  Fineberg,  Pittsburgh  fran- 

chise holder  and  sales  manager,  re- 
spectively ;  Sam  and  Jake  Flax,  Wash- 

ington franchise  holders  ;  Nat  Lefton 
and  Sam  Gorrel,  Cleveland  franchise 
holder  and  business  manager,  respec- 

tively, and  George  H.  Kirby,  Cincin- 
nati. 

Other  regional  sales  meetings  are 
scheduled  for  Toronto,  Nov.  15  and 
16;  Chicago,  Nov.  19,  and  Memphis, 
Nov.  20. 

Preview  'Melody  Ranch' 
"Melody  Ranch,"  Republic  Gene 

Autry  high  budget  western,  was  pre 
viewed  last  week  at  Harry  Zeitz't State  Theatre,  New  Bedford,  Mass 
H.  J.  Yates,  president  of  Consolidated 
Film  Industries,  Inc. ;  James  R. 
Grainger,  president  of  Republic  Pic 
tures,  and  M.  J.  Siegel,  president  of 
Republic  Productions,  attended. 

Sellout  at  4  Tucson 

Houses  for  'Arizona' 
Tucson,  Nov.  10. — The  State, 

Rialto,  Fox  and  Temple  of  Music  and 
Art  here  have  been  sold  out  for  the 
world  premiere  next  Friday  of 
Columbia's  "Arizona." 
Governors  of  six  Southwestern 

states  and  all  Arizona  mayors  have 
been  invited  to  attend  the  premiere. 
Some  250  newspapermen  and  mem- 

bers of  the  film's  cast  will  come  from 
Los  Angeles  by  special  train.  Cities 
from  El  Paso  to  Phoenix  are  sending 
delegations. 

Jean  Arthur,  star  of  the  film,  will 
appear  on  the  Kate  Smith  Hour  over 
CBS  originating  here  the  evening  of 
the  premiere. 

Option  Is  Extended 
Hollywood,  Nov.  10. — Brian  Don- 

levy  has  had  his  option  extended  for 
one  year  by  Paramount. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
branches  of  the  industry  are  as  fol- 

lows : 
Columbia — Abe  Schneider,  Nathan 

D.  Spingold,  co-chairman ;  Max  Se- 
ligman. 
Loew's-M-G-M —  Leopold  Fried- 

man, chairman ;  Oscar  Doob,  Arthur 
M.  Loew,  Charles  Moskowitz,  Mor- 

ton Spring,  Joseph  R.  Vogel. 
Paramount — Arthur  H.  Israel,  Jr., 

chairman ;  Joseph  H.  Cooper,  co- 
chairman  ;  Leon  D.  Netter,  Joe  lin- 

ger. 
RKO — Malcolm  Kingsberg,  chair- 

man ;  Phil  Reisman,  Leon  Goldberg, 
co-chairmen. 

Republic — Milton  Green. 
ll'arners — Joseph  H.  Hazen,  chair- 

man ;  Max  Blackman,  Jules  Levy, 
Herman  R.  Maier,  Harold  Rodner. 

20th  Century-Fox — Joseph  M.  Moskowitz, 
chairman;  Irving  Barry,  Jack  Blum,  Aubrey 
Schenck,  William  Sussman. 

United  Artists — Paul  N.  Lazarus,  chair- 
man; Harry  Gold,  Monroe  Greenthal. 

Independent  Producers — Budd  Rogers, chairman;   Edward  A.  Golden. 
Universal — Joseph  H.  Seidelman. 
National  Screen  Service — Herman  Rob- 

bins,  chairman;  Toby  Gruen. 
Motion  Picture  Operators — Joseph  D. Basson. 
Film   Importers — Max  A.  Schlesinger. 
Motion  Picture  Exchanges — Harry  Bux- 

baum,  chairman;  Nat  Cohn.  Morris  Ep- 
stein, Joe  Felder,  Dave  Levy,  Myron  Satt- 

ler,  Edward  Schnitzer,  Charles  Stern,  Bob 
Wolf. 
M.P.P.D.A. — Isroy  M.  Norr. 
Artists — Phil  Baker,  Ben  'Berate,  Jesse Block,  Eddie  Cantor,  Eddie  Duchin,  Benny 

Goodman,  Lou  Holtz.  George  Jessel,  Abe 
Lyman,    Dave   Rubinoff,    Ed  Wynn. 

Artists  Representatives — William  Morris, 
Jr.,  Marvin  Schenck,  co-chairmen;  Harry 
Engel,  Mike  Hammer,  Carleton  M.  Hub. 
Jesse  Kaye,  Mark  Leddy,  Samuel  T.  Lyons, 
Harry  Mayer,  Sidney  H.  Piermont. 

Attorneys — William  Klein.  chairman; 
Julian  T.  Abeles,  Louis  Nizer,  co-chair- 

men; Louis  D.  Frohlich.  Mitchell  Klupt. 
Louis  Phillips.  Charles  Schwartz,  Milton  C. 
Weisman,  William  Weisman. 

Broadcasting  —  Nat  Abramson,  Jerome 
Allen  Danzig.  Donald  Elamm,  Bertram 
Lebhar,  Herbert  Rosenthal. 

Independent  Theatres — Harry  Brandt, 
chairman;  William  Brandt,  Max  A.  Cohen. 
Leo  Brecher,  Simon  H.  Fabian,  Louis 
Frisch,  Sam  Goodman,  Arthur  L.  Mayer, 
Charles  Moses,  Walter  Reade,  Sr.,  Sam 
Rinzler,  Sam  Rosen,  Max  Rudnick,  Edward 
N.  Rugoff,  Fred  J.  Schwartz,  Jr.,  Edward 
Seider,  Spyros  Skouras,  Joe  Springer, 
Samuel  Strassberg. 

Laboratories — Alan  E.  Friedman,  chair- 
man; Jules  Brulatour,  Ralph  Poucher,  co- 

chairmen;  Jack  Goetz,  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Jr. 
Dancing  Schools — Arthur  Murray. 
Orchestras — William  Alexander,  William 

Goodheart,  Harry  Kalcheim. 
Motion  Picture  Accessories — Benjamin  S. Moss,  chairman;  Lawrence  Bolognino, 

Bernard  Brandt,  Walter  Barber,  Jules  Cat- 
siff,  Max  A.  Cohen,  M.  J.  Fessler,  George 
Eeinberg,  Emil  Friedlander,  William  Freed- 
man,  Emanuel  Frisch,  Miss  I.  Garretson, 
Joe  Hornstein,  Joe  Katsh,  A.  L.  Kirwin, 
Stanley  Kolbert,  Ben  Knobel,  Fred  Lake- 
man,  Bud  Lytton,  Jerome  M.  Loeb,  Milton 
Maier,  Harry  Mandel,  Harry  A.  Nadel. 
Eugene  Picker,  Arthur  M.  Rapf,  Walter 
Reade,  Jr.,  Sam  Rosen,  Fred  Schwartz,  Jr.. 
Edward  Seider,  Max  Seligman,  Charles 
Sonin.  Monroe  E.  Stein,  James  E.  Strook, 
Al  Suchman. 
Legitimate  Theatres — Marcus  Heiman, 

chairman;  Ben  A.  Boyar,  Howard  Dietz, 
Sam  Forrest,  Harry  M.  Goetz,  John  Golden, 
Max  Gordon.  Harry  Kaufman,  William 
Klein,  John  Shubert,  Lee  Shubert. 
Music  Publishers,  Composers  —  Louis 

Bernstein,  chairman;  Jack  Robbins,  co- 
chairman;  Irving  Berlin,  Jack  J.  Bregman, 
Irving  Caesar,  Lou  Diamond,  Max  Drey- 

fus. Saul  Immerman,  Jack  Mills,  Edwin 
H.  Morris. 

Publications — Jack  Alicoate,  Maurice  D. 
Kann.  Martin  Quigley,  Sid  Silverman,  Sam Shain,  Louis  Sobol. 

Night  Clubs — Ted  Friend,  Lou  Brecher., 
Billy  Rose,  Hy  Gardner. 
Federation  Representatives  —  Herman Sanders,  Leo  Friedland. 

20th-Fox  Men  to  Testify 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  Walter  J.  Hutchin- 

son and  Ben  Miggins,  20th  Century- 
Fox  executives,  were  directed  on  Fri- 

day by  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Wasservogel  to  testify  before  trial  on 
Nov.  26  in  the  suit  of  Marion  Palmer 
as  assignee  of  M.  J.  Messeri,  who 
claims  $6,112  part  salary  as  manager 
in  Spain. 

AH  Contracts 

Called  Illegal 

In  U.S.  Move 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

hibition  charges  similar  to  those  in 
the  original  complaint  are  repeated, 
but  not  enlarged  upon.  Block  booking 
and  blind  selling  are  characterized  as 
illegal  with  a  claim  that  all  majors 
release  a  number  of  low  price  pic- 

tures which  "most  exhibitors  do  not 

wish  to  exhibit  at  all." Violations  Alleged 

The  complaint  lists  as  practices 
which  are  in  violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws  the  loan  of  personnel ;  exclusion 
of  independent  producers  from  the 
first  run  market;  concerted  action  on 
fixing  license  terms  ;  discrimination  on 
license  terms;  and  finally,  coercive 
selling  practices  such  as  minimum  ad- 

mission prices,  forcing  of  shorts  and 
newsreels,  overage  and  underage,  score 
charges,  advertising  allowances  and 
contract  modifications. 

The  history  of  the  eight  companies, 
their  financial  position  and  a  listing  of 
the  number  of  theatres  operated  by 
each  is  also  set  forth.  The  big  five, 
according  to  the  complaint,  in  the  last 
five  years  have  received  approximately 
70  per  cent  of  film  rentals  while  the 
little  three  received  25  per  cent.  The 
complaint  also  emphasizes  a  govern- 

ment contention  that  circuits,  through 

buying  power  and  their  first  runs,  con- ' trol  the  play  dates  and  terms  of  licens- 
ing contracts  granted  to  subsequent run  houses. 

Exhibitors  Expected 

Exhibitor  representatives  from  all 
sections  of  the  country  are  expected 
here  within  the  next  day  or  two  to 
complete  their  preparations  for  op- 

posing the  consent  decree  at  the  hear- 
ing on  Thursday  before  Federal  Judge 

Henry  W.  Goddard.  No  postponement 
of  the  hearing  is  expected  by  the  Gov- 

ernment, despite  the  fact  that  changes 
m  the  arbitration  rules  were  being 
made  as  late  as  last  Tuesday,  afford- 

ing little  opportunity  for  exhibitors 
far  removed  from  New  York  either 
to  receive  or  study  a  completed  copy 
of  the  arbitration  rules  and  decree. 

It  is  still  likely  that  Columbia, 
among  the  non-consenting  companies, 
will  oppose  the  decree  in  court.  Uni- 

versal and  United  Artists  are  not  ex- 
pected to  do  so. 

Para.  Heads  Weigh 

Effects  of  Decree 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

out  the  country,  designed  for  an  ex- 
change of  operating  ideas  to  aid  the 

different  circuits,  also  were  discussed, 
as  was  the  possible  effect  of  increased 
admissions  on  future  revenue. 
The  operations  of  Balaban  &  Katz 

here,  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
Paramount's  theatre  affiliates,  were 
described  by  John  Balaban.  Those  at- 

tending were :  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Leon  Netter,  Sam  Dembow,  Robert 
Weitman  and  Claude  Lee,  all  from 
the  home  office,  and  Balaban,  Jules 

Rubens,  Earl  Hudson,  R.  J.  O'Don- nell,  M.  A.  Lightman,  J.  J.  Friedl, 
J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  Tracy  Barham, 
Harry  David,  Harry  Nace,  Ralph 
Branton,  A.  H.  Blank,  M.  J.  Mullin 
and  Sam  Pinanski. 
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Critics9  Quotes  .  .  . 

"THE  THIEF  OF  BAGDAD"  (Korda-U.  A.) 
The  picture's  too  great  length  and  occasional  dramatic  lapses  are  defects easily  overbalanced  by  the  striking  handsomeness  of  it  all  .  .  .  the  supreme 

escapist  film,  an  extraordinary  treat  for  both  the  eye  and  the  imagination. 
— Virginia  Wright,  Los  Angeles  News. 

The  most  beautiful  picture  of  this  or  any  other  year  ...  a  picture  that 
everyone  will  want  to  see.  .  .  .  The  direction  of  Ludwig  Berger,  Michael 
Powell  and  Tim  Whelan  is  particularly  noteworthy.  .  .  .  The  scenario  is 
credited  to  Lajos  Biro,  who  can  take  a  bow  with  everyone  who  had  a  part 
in  this  amazing  spectacle. — Louellm  O.  Parsons,  Los  Angeles  Examiner. 

The  picture  may  have  its  dragging  spots  but  it  is  veritably  a  revelation 
of  the  pictorial  spirit  and  splendor  of  screen  fantasy  .  .  .  really  pictorial 
screen  poetry ;  it  lacks  some  of  the  more  essential  cinematics. — Edzvin  Schal- 
lert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 
A  lavish  and  exquisitely  presented  fantasy ;  a  highly  imaginative  thriller 

of  "wonders"  in  which  the  creators  of  the  scenic  effects  and  the  tricks  shine 
above  the  stars  of  the  film  ...  a  rare  and  beautiful  production,  but  neces- 

sarily long. — Jimmy  Starr,  Los  Angeles  Herald  Express. 

"ESCAPE"  (M-G-M) 

Just  as  readers  found  it  impossible  to  put  down  Ethel  Vance's  "Escape" before  turning  the  final  page,  so  the  audience  sat  spellbound  or  gave  way  to 
nervous  laughter  throughout  the  accurate  and  gripping  picture  M-G-M  has 
made  from  this  hair-raising  novel. — Mildred  Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

An  expert,  adult  and  deeply  stirring  screen  drama — one  marked  for  a  place 
among  the  year's  best.  .  .  .  The  film's  success  is  threefold :  A  script  that  builds with  tremendous  suspense ;  an  international  cast  of  superlative  talent,  and  a 
production  of  intelligence  and  taste. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 
Though  we  may  feel  that  we  have  had  a  surfeit  of  Nazi  propaganda  pic- 

tures, when  it  comes  to  one  so  full  of  drama,  excitement  and  suspense  as 
"Escape,"  we  may  be  glad  that  Hollywood  decided  to  give  us  just  one 
more.  .  .  .  Mervyn  LeRoy  keeps  suspense  and  excitement  at  a  high  pitch. 
— Dorothy  Guinan,  Philadelphia  Daily  News. 

Not  since  he  made  the  memorable  "They  Won't  Forget"  of  a  few  seasons 
ago  has  LeRoy  exhibited  such  capacity  for  sustained  excitement,  such  ability 
to  turn  stars  into  performers. — Henry  T.  Murdoch,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 
While  interest  occasionally  lags,  "Escape"  is  outstanding  for  moments  of 

gripping  suspense. — Laura  Lee,  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 
The  screen  version — excellently  acted  and  comparing  favorably  with  its 

source  in  the  creation  of  an  almost  intolerable  suspense — should  prove  as  popu- 
lar (as  the  book). — Newsweek. 

Hoblitzelle  Gives 

Three  Ambulances 

Dallas,  Nov.  10.— Karl  Hob- 
litzelle has  given  three  ambu- 
lances for  service  in  Great 

Britain.  One  was  given  in  his 
own  name,  one  in  the  name 
of  Interstate  Circuit  and  the 
other  in  the  name  of  Texas 
Consolidated  Theatres,  which 
he  also  heads.  Each  ambu- 

lance cost  $1,350. 

Century — 20th-Fox 
Action  Is  Settled 

The  suit  of  20th  Century-Fox 
against  Century  Circuit  for  $70,000 
damages  for  alleged  violation  of  con- 

tracts to  plav  20th  Century-Fox  films 
during  the  1938-'39  and  1939-'40  sea- sons was  settled  and  discontinued  in 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  on  Friday. 
Century  had  counter-claimed  for 
$75,000,  claiming  breach  of  contract 
by  the  plaintiff. 
Terms  of  the  settlement  were  not 

disclosed  but  attorneys  stated  that 
Century  Circuit  would  continue  doing- 
business  with  the  plaintiff. 

La  Crosse  Action  Is 

Delayed  by  Illness 
Milwaukee,  Nov.  10. — The  sudden 

illness  of  Robert  A.  Hess,  counsel  for 
the  LaCrosse  Theatres  Co.,  has  re- 

sulted in  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  theatre  company's  $1,476,000  suit 
in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  at  Madi- 

son against  United  Artists,  Para- 
mount, 20th  Century-Fox,  Welworth 

Theatre  Co.  and  Alinnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

The  case,  now  in  its  second  week, 
is  being  heard  before  Federal  Judge 
Patrick  T.  Stone  and  a  jury. 

Conn.  Allied  to  Name 

Decree  Hearing  Unit 
New  Haven,  Nov,  10. — Allied  The- 

atre Owners  of  Connecticut  will  meet 
here  Tuesday  at  the  Hof-Brau  Haus 
Restaurant,  with  A.  M.  Schuman  pre- 

siding after  a  long  absence  because 
of  illness. 

The  group  will  further  discuss  the 
consent  decree,  and  name  a  commit- 

tee to  attend  the  hearing  of  exhibitors' complaints  on  the  decree  in  New 
York  on  Thursday. 

RKO  Party  for  Kyser 
Kay  Kyser  and  members  of  his 

"College  of  Musical  Knowledge"  will 
be  guests  at  a  cocktail  party  given 
by  RKO  at  the  Starlight  Roof  of  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  at  5  P.  M.  today. 
Also  as  a  guest  will  be  Gilbert 
Wright,  son  of  Harold  Bell  Wright, 
who  has  invented  the  Sonovox,  a 
sound  development,  which,  it  is 
claimed,  was  used  for  the  first  time  in 
Kyser's  new  film,  "You'll  Find  Out." 

Henie  Verdict  Ordered 

A  deadlocked  jury  in  the  commis- 
sion suit  of  Richard  Scanlan  against 

Sonja  Henie  was  instructed  Friday  by 
New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aron  Steuer  to  hand  up  a  sealed  ver- 

dict tomorrow.  Scanlan  claims  Miss 
Henie  obtained  her  20th  Century-Fox 
contract  through  him.  The  trial 
lasted  four  days. 

S.P.G.  Promised  Support 

The  American  Newspaper  Guild's 
support  to  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild 
in  its  negotiations  for  recognition  apd 
a  contract  with  the  major  companies 
in  New  York  was  promised  at  a  meet- 

ing of  the  S.  P.  G  late  last  week  by 
Jack  Ryan,  Newspaper  Guild  or- 
ganizer. 

Mayo  in  S.A.G.  Post 
Hollywood,  Nov.  10. — Harry  Mayo 

has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  Class  B  Council, 
which  governs  the  affairs  of  extra 
players. 

W.  B.  Pittsburgh  Fete 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  10. — Several 

hundred  persons  attended  the  Warner 
Club  dinner  and  dance  here  tonight 
at  the  William  Penn  Hotel.  James 
Totman,  president,  was  chairman. 

RKO  Buys  Hatch  Story 
"Unexpected  Uncle,"  the  Eric 

Hatch  story  recently  serialized  by 
Liberty  Magazine,  has  been  purchased 
by  RKO. 

Joseph  J.  Krause  Dies 
Milwaukee,  Nov.  10. — Joseph  J. 

Krause,  50,  retired  theatre  manager, 
is  dead  here.  For  more  than  25  years 
Krause  was  associated  with  the  old 
Empress  and  Gayety  theatres  here. 
He  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  two 
sons,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers. 

Mrs.  Lena  Cohen  Dies 
Lewiston,  Pa.,  Nov.  10. — Mrs. 

Lena  Cohen,  mother  of  Harold  D. 
Cohen,  manager  of  the  Embassy  The- 

atre here,  died  last  week  after  a  long- illness. 

Si  Rudnick  Dies  at  47 
New  Haven,  Nov.  10. — Si  Rudnick, 

46,  stagehand  at  the  Loew-Poli  here 
for  the  past  10  years,  and  prior  to 
that  at  the  old  Hyperion  and  Bijou, 
died  late  last  week  of  a  heart  attack. 

Grapewin  as  Jeeter 
Hollywood,  Nov.  10.  —  Charley 

Grapewin  has  been  assigned  the  role 
of  Jeeter  in  "Tobacco  Road"  by  20th Century-Fox. 

Ruling  Sought  on 

Sunday  Vote  in  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  10.— Attor- neys in  several  suburban  cities 
have  requested  a  legal  ruling 
on  the  referendum  on  Sunday 
film  shows  last  Tuesday  on 
the  ground  that  a  number  of 
voters  wrote  "Yes"  on  the ballot  instead  of  marking  an 
X.  These  ballots  have  been 
declared  invalid  by  the  elec- 

tion board.  The  official  de- 
cision may  decide  the  issue  in 

at  least  three  towns  in  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  where  the 

vote  was  close. 

Brooklyn  Operators 

Vote  on  Bargaining 

A  secret  ballot  to  determine  the  col- 
lective bargaining  agency  for  projec- 

tionists at  the  Venus,  Graham  and 
Radio  Theatres,  all  in  Brooklyn,  has 
resulted  in  a  vote  of  three  for  United 
Theatrical  and  M.  P.  Service  Em- 

ployes Union,  two  opposed  and  one 
vote  challenged,  the  State  Labor  Re- 

lations Board  announced  Friday.  The 
vote  was  held  Thursday.  The  single 
challenge  was  made  by  the  S.L.R.B. 
The  challenged  vote  will  not  be 
counted  until  it  is  determined  whether 
the  challenge  shall  be  upheld. 

Indiana  Meeting  Is 

Delayed  to  Nov.  25 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  10. — To  avoid 

conflict  with  Armistice  Day,  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indianapolis  has  changed 
the  date  of  their  annual  convention, 
which  was  to  have  been  tomorrow  and 
Tuesday.  The  new  date  is  Nov.  25 
and  26.  The  place  is  still  the  Hotel 
Antlers  here  and  exhibitors  from  In- 

diana, Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  ex- 
pected to  attend. 

Producers  Lab  Sues 
'U'  Over  'Wife'  Title 

Producers  Laboratories,  Inc.,  filed 
suit  Friday  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
to  restrain  Universal  from  distributing 
"Hired  Wife."  An  accounting  is  also 
asked.  Producers  claims  it  owns  a 
film  titled  "A  Hired  Wife"  and  con- 

tends that  Universal's  picture  "vio- 
lates its  exclusive  right"  to  that  title. 

The  Roxy,  which  showed  the  film,  is 
also  made  a  defendant. 

Warner  Managers 

Leave  After  Meeting 

Warner  district  managers  returned 
to  their  headquarters  over  the  week- 

end following  home  office  conferences 
Thursday  and  Friday  with  Gradwell 
L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager ;  Carl 
Leserman,  assistant,  and  Mort  Blu- 
menstock,  advertising-  and  publicity head  in  the  East. 

Atlas  Sues  Mexican  Firm 
Atlas  Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  has  filed 

suit  in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  for  unstated  damages  against 
German  Camus  y  Cia.  Atlas  claims 
that  the  defendant,  a  Mexican  film 
company,  violated  an  agreement  to 
give  the  plaintiff  U.  S.  distribution 
rights  to  the  film  "Cafe  Concordia" for  six  years. 

Lauds  British  Film  Aid  to  Morale 
London,  Nov.  10. 

AT  the  annual  licensing  session  of  the  London  County  Council,  the 
legislative  body  of  the  municipality,  held  on  Friday,  Reginald 

Stamp,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Entertainment,  paid  tribute  to  the 
English  film  theatres  and  the  industry. 
He  lauded  the  trade's  "splendid  work"  in  helping  materially  to  sus- tain public  morale  in  the  face  of  continued  bombing  attacks  by  Nazi 

air  raiders. 
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924  Announcers  for 

95  Mexico  Stations 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  10. 
A  A  EXICO  is  well  supplied 

with  radio  announcers, 
with  924  officially  listed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Communica- 

tions and  Public  Works. 
Mexico  has  95  active  radio 

stations,  and  some  have  as 
many  as  15  announcers.  There 
are  12  feminine  announcers  in 
regular  service  in  Mexico,  a 
new  occupation  for  Mexican 
women.  One  local  station  has 
four.  A  movement  is  afoot  to 
organize  the  announcers  into 
a  separate  union. 

Seek  Permission 

On  4  New  Stations 

Washington,  Nov.  10. — Plans  for 
the  establishment  of  four  new  broad- 

casting stations  have  been  placed  be- 
fore the  Federal  Communications 

Commission,  with  applications  for  con- 
struction permits. 

The  applications  were  filed  by 
Richard  Field  Lewis,  Jr.,  planning  a 
1,370-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at 
Winchester,  Va. ;  Texas  Star  Broad- 

casting Co.,  for  a  1,210-kilocycle,  250- 
watt  station  at  Houston,  Tex. ; 
Wayne  M.  Nelson,  for  a  1,380-kilo- 
cycle,  1,000- watt  daytime  station  at 
Concord,  N.  H.,  and  the  Parkersburg 
Sentinel  Co.,  for  a  1,310-kilocycle, 
250-watt  station  at  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va. 

$1,781,174  Spent 
For  Political  Talks 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
payments  for  talent  on  commercial 
shows  which  were  cancelled  and  tele- 

phone wire  costs. 
The  Democrats  paid  $319,300  to 

$274,600  for  the  Republicans  on  CBS. 
Time  bought  by  other  parties  was  not 
included.  The  Republicans  used  13)4 
hours  and  paid  $229,700  for  time ; 
$39,000  for  talent ;  and  $5,900  for  line 
charges.  The  Democrats  paid  $260,- 
000  for  12  hours  in  time;  $54,500  in 
talent;  and  $4,800  for  wires.  The 
Democrats  cancelled  6%  hours  of  com- 

mercials on  CBS  while  the  Re- 
publicans cancelled  5-)4  hours. 

WTM J,  Milwaukee, 

Plans  'Radio  City' 
Milwaukee,  Nov.  10.— Station 

WTMJ  here,  granted  permission  by 
the  FCC  to  erect  a  new  commercial 
FM  station  and  a  new  experimental 
station,  has  announced  plans  for  the 
construction  of  a  $500,000  "Radio 

City." Construction  on  the  new  studio 
building  is  planned  for  Spring  and 
will  include  eight  studios  and  an  audi- 

ence studio  to  seat  365  persons  as 
well  as  a  large  sound  stage  for  tele- 
vision. 

Harry  Keller  New 

Colgate  Publicist 
Harry  Keller  has  been  named  pub- 

licity director  for  Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet  Co.  He  will  handle  general  pub- 

lic relations  for  the  company  as  well 
as  publicity  for  the  nine  network  pro- 

grams sponsored  on  behalf  of  Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet  products. 

Off  the  Antenna 

THE  H.  P.  Davis  Memorial  Announcers  Award,  made  annually  to  a  Pitts- 
burgh announcer  considered  outstanding  by  a  board  of  judges  composed 

of  radio  editors,  diction  scholars,  players  and  others,  was  made  this  year  to 
Walter  Sickles  of  WWSW.  William  Hinds,  KDKA,  and  Bob  Donley, 
WCAE,  were  runners-up.   First  prize  is  $150  in  cash  and  a  gold  medal. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Cow.  Lloyd  C.  Stark  of  Missouri  has  designated  Nov.  22 
as  Mary  Margaret  McBride  Day.  .  .  .  "Go  Ahead  Garrison!"  is  the  title  of  a 
book  by  A.  A.  Schecter,  NBC  director  of  nezvs  and  special  events,  just  pub- 

lished by  Dood,  Mead  &  Co.  .  .  .  Ida  Bailey  Allen  has  made  a  transcription 
for  the  Federal  Works  Agency  on  "America's  First  Line  of  Defense  Is  the 
Health  of  Her  People."    It  mil  be  released  to  600  stations  today. •  •  • 

NBC  took  large  ads  in  New  York  newspapers  Friday  to  herald  the 
dedication  of  the  new  WEAF  transmitter.  Program  volume  in  Man 
hattan  and  New  Jersey  has  been  increased  to  at  least  eight  times  its 
former  level,  according  to  O.  B.  Hanson,  vice-president  and  chief  engineer. 

•  •  • 

WLAW,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  will  join  CBS  Sunday  as  its  122nd  affiliate. 
The  station  at  the  same  time  will  start  operating  with  5,000  watts,  680  k.c, 
full  time.  WLAW  will  be  part  of  the  basic  supplementary  group  and  will 
be  available  at  $100  per  evening  hour  to  sponsors  using  WEEI,  Boston. 
The  station  is  owned  by  Hildreth  &  Rogers  Co.,  publishers  of  the  Lawrence 
Daily  Eagle  and  Evening  Tribune. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Information,  Please,"  which  shifts  to  Fridays  over  NBC- Red  this  week,  will  also  be  heard  at  its  former  time  of  Tuesdays  at  8 :30  P.M. 
over  WMCA.  Amerkan  Tobacco  will  sponsor  the  transcription.  .  .  .  Mon- 

arch Wine  Co.  is  sponsoring  a  two-hour  record  dance  program  over  WMCA 
from  8-10  P.M.  Saturdays.  One  feature  of  the  program  will  be  "sit-out" numbers  with  Maurice  Hart  reading  sport  and  news  flashes.  ■  ■  .  Bathasweet 
will  sponsor  Ted  Steele  over  WABC  Tuesdays  at  6:15  P.M.  beginning  next 
week.  .  .  .  Drezma  will  sponsor  Nell  Vinick  in  "Lessons  in  Loveliness"  over 
WABC  at  8:25  A.M.  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  starting  tomorrow. 

.  .  Dorothy  Thompson,  haznng  lost  sponsorship  in  eight  cities  when  Par  Soap 
■ancelled,  has  obtained  a  nezv  sponsor  in  Northwestern  Mutual  Sai'ings  & 
Loan  Association  for  KVOX,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  bringing  her  total  to  15. 

•  •  • 

Norman  Corwin's  "Seems  Radio  Is  Here  to  Stay"  will  be  repeated  for 
the  third  time  Friday  night  at  9:30  when  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  airs  it  over  all  networks  as  part  of  the  20th  Anniversary 
Celebration. •  •  • 

"Radio  and  the  Movies"  will  be  the  subject  of  discussion  on  the  CBS 
'Lecture  Hall"  next  Monday  at  3 :45  P.M.    Alton  Cook,  World-Telegram 
adio  editor,  and  Frank  Farrell,  amusement  editor,  will  chart  the  parallel 
growth  of  broadcasting  and  the  films  and  contrast  the  problems  of  both. 

Critics  Appraise 

Two  Stage  Shows 

A  hou  t  Hollywood 

Theatre  Changes 

Leases  Cincinnati  Suburban 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  10. — Louis  Wiethe, 

owner  of  the  suburban  Bond  and 
Westwood  here  and  the  Kentucky  at 
nearby  Latonia,  Ky.,  has  taken  a  20- 
'ear  lease  on  the  new  Roselawn,  re- 

cently built  in  a  suburb  of  that  name. 
Henry  Wieman,  assistant  at  the  Bond, 
will  manage  the  Roselawn. 

Montgomery  House  Opens 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  Nov.  10. — The 

Charles  Theatre,  a  1,000-seat  house 
which  will  show  both  first  and  subse- 

quent run  films,  has  opened  here. 
Charles  T.  Rook,  who  operated  two 
theatres  in  Watogna,  Okla.,  for  15 
years,  is  owner  and  manager. 

To  Build  Wichita  House 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  10. — J.  C. 

Hartman  will  build  a  theatre  in  sub- 
urban Wichita,  Kan.,  to  play  vaude- 

ille  and  pictures.  Hartman  built  two 
of  Wichita's  houses,  the  Uptown  and Nomar. 

Closes  Vermont  Theatre 
Manchester,  Vt,  Nov.  10. — Carl 

Nilman  has  closed  the  Playhouse  The- 
atre here  and  will  probably  keep  the 

theatre  dark  until  next  Summer. 

Theatre  for  Jacksonville  Suburb 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Nov.  10. — Mur- 
ray Hill,  Jacksonville  suburb,  soon 

will  have  a  theatre.  The  new  house, 
to  be  operated  by  L.  H.  Hollo- 
way  and  associates,  of  Cordele,  Ga., 
will  seat  700. 

Remodeling  Iowa  House 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  10. — Lewis 

Gaines  is  spending  $20,000  remodeling, 
reseating  and  redecorating  the  Or- 
pheum  at  Fairfield,  la.,  which  will 
reopen  about  Thanksgiving  as  the Coed. 

Alaska  House  Changes  Hands 
Seattle,  Nov.  10. — Advices  re- 

ceived from  Craig,  Alaska,  indicate 
that  the  operation  of  the  Craig  The- 

atre has  been  taken  over  by  Andrew 
Zingers.  Herbert  George  was  the 
former  owner. 

To  Build  Ottumwa  House 

Des  Moines,  Nov.  10.— The  Tri- 
States  Theatre  Corp.  and  Jacob 
Cohen,  partners  in  operation  of  the- 

atres at  Ottumwa,  la.,  recently 
bought  from  E.  J.  Tilton  of  Des 
Moines  the  plans  for  erection  of  a  new 
theatre  at  Ottumwa. 

"Quiet,  Please,"  produced  by  Jesse 
L.  Lasky  and  Henry  Duffy,  was 
brought  to  Broadway  Friday  night 
after  a  successful  run  on  the  coast. 
It  was  the  second  of  two  plays  about 
Hollywood  to  open  in  two  nights,  the 
first  being  "Beverly  Hills,"  produced 
by  Laurence  Schwab  and  Brock  Pem- 
berton,  and  a  third  is  on  the  way. 

"Quiet,  Please"  was  written  by  F. 
Hugh  Herbert  and  Hans  Kraly.  In- cluded in  the  cast  are  Jane  Wyatt, 
Donald  Woods,  Ann  Mason,  Fred 
Niblo,  Gordon  Jones,  Bruce  MacFar- 
lane,  Anthony  Kemble  Cooper,  Fred 
Sears,  Judith  Elliott  and  Herman Lieb. 

Excerpts  from  critical  opinions 

were:  Burns  Mantle,  News:  "What 
you  might  call  almost  good."  Robert Coleman,  Mirror:  "Jane  Wyatt  is  a 
tonic  for  jaded  eyes.  ...  A  tale  of 
movie  studios  told  in  boiler-factory 
fashion."  Richard  Watts,  Jr.,  Herald- 
Tribune:  "Clumsily  and  feebly  writ- 

ten. .  .  .  Players  are  remarkably  suc- 
cessful." Brooks  Atkinson,  Times: 

"Haphazard  in  style,  hackneyed  in 
detail."  Richard  Lockridge,  Sun:  "A 
gently  familiar  love  story." "Beverly  Hills"  was  written  by 
Lynn  Starling  and  Howard  J.  Green, 
with  a  cast  including  Helen  Claire, 
Enid  Markey,  Peter  Goo  Chong,  Rob- 

ert Shayne,  Frank  Chew,  Doro  Me- rande,  Clinton  Sundberg,  Ilka  Chase, 
Violet  Heming,  William  J.  Kelly, 
Mona  Moray,  William  Talman,  Fred 
de  Cordova  and  Lea  Penman. 
Appraisals  included:  Sidney  B. 

Whipple,  World-Telegram:  "It  is  too old  and  too  familiar.  Abounds  in 
double-entendres."  Richard  Lock- 

ridge, Sun:  "I  could  not  detect  that the  authors  had  said  anything  very 

funny  or  managed  anything  very  well." 

R.M.A.  and  I.R.E. 

Meet  in  Rochester 

Rochester,  Nov.  10. — Demonstra- 
tions of  frequency  modulation  broad- 

casting and  other  advances  in  radio 
engineering  will  feature  the  an- 

nual Fall  meeting  of  the  Institute  of 
Radio  Engineers  and  the  Radio  Manu- 

facturers Association  opening  here  to- morrow for  three  days. 
Several  hundred  executives  and 

manufacturers  are  expected  to  attend. 
A  preliminary  session  was  held  to- 

day. Among  speakers  listed  are  Albert 
Saunders,  Medford,  Mass.,  president 
of  the  Radio  Tecnicians  Guild ;  James 
S.  Knowlson,  R.  M.  A.  president ;  Dr. 
Alfred  N.  Goldsmith,  New  York; 
Walter  Jones,  Emporium,  Pa. ;  Nor- 

man D.  Israel,  Robert  Herzog,  L. 
C.  F.  Horle,  W.  R.  G.  Baker,  Keith 
Henney  and  Henry  Shreve,  New 
York,  and  Ralph  A.  Hackbush  of 
Canada. 

Lee  MacEwen  Dies 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  10. — H.  Lee  Mac- 
Ewen, 53,  formerly  in  charge  of  the 

WLW  news  room  here,  but  more  re- 
cently writing  copy  for  the  news 

ooms  of  WHAS  and  WAVE,  Louis- 
ville, died  at  his  home  here  following 

a  six  months'  illness. 
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W.B.-Sparks 

Florida  Rift 

Grows  Wider 

Owner  of  New  House  to 
Get  Warner  Product 

Warners  officially  disclosed  yester- 
day that  their  controversy  with  the 

E.  J.  Sparks  Circuit  in  Florida  is 
continuing  and  that  a  product  deal 
has  been  closed  with  the  owner  of  a 
theatre  now  under  construction  in 
Jacksonville.  The  breach  between 
Warners  and  Sparks  has  been  in  exis- 

tence more  than  a  year  and  a  half. 
The  St.  Johns  Theatre,  as  it  will 

be  known,  will  be  the  first  of  a  cir- 
cuit to  be  created  and  operated  by  the 

St.  Johns  Amusement  Corp.,  which  is 
headed  by  Arthur  J.  Siegel,  who  re- 

cently resigned  from  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  according  to  a  Warner  an- 
nouncement. 

This  circuit  will  be  built  for  pur- 
poses of  competition  with  Sparks  the- 

atres. The  St.  Johns  will  seat  1,000, 
Warners'  statement  said. 
The  Sparks-Warner  controversy 

was  taken  up  recently  when  Barney 
Balaban,  president  of  Paramount,  and 
Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  War- 

ners, negotiated  the  settlement  of  a 
product  dispute  in  Philadelphia.  The 
Sparks  group  is  a  Paramount  affiliate. 

Premiere  of  Kilter 

Film  in  Tulsa  Nov.  17 

"Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma," 
Monogram's  new  Tex  Ritter  musical 
western,  will  be  given  a  world  premi- 

ere at  Tulsa,  Nov.  17,  18  and  19. 
Bob  Wills  and  his  Texas  Playboys,  a 
hill-billy  band  which  has  been  featured 
on  KVOO,  Tulsa,  twice  weekly  for 
the  past  seven  years,  will  join  with 
Ritter  and  other  members  of  the  cast 
in  a  colorful  parade. 

IATSE  Men  to  Meet 
U.  S.  Administrator 
Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — Busi- 

ness representatives  of  LA. 
T.S.E.  studio  locals  will  be- 

gin a  three-day  meeting 
here  tomorrow  with  E.  M. 
Cocking,  regional  Wages  and 
Hours  Administrator,  on  the 
clarification  of  workers'  class- 

ifications made  recently 
under  new  interpretations  of 
the  law.  The  meeting  will  be 
part  of  a  series  being  held  by 
Cocking  with  all  studio  labor 
groups.  Several  sessions 
have  been  held  already. 

Illinois  Allied  and 

Operators  Set  Pact 

Chicago,  Nov.  11.  —  Jack 
Kirsch,  president  of  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  Illinois, 
today  concluded  negotiations 
with  the  Chicago  operators' union  on  a  new  contract  cov- 

ering Illinois  Allied  members, 
including  largely  Chicago  in- 
dependents. 
The  new  contract  repre- 

sents no  changes  in  terms 
from  earlier  agreements  be- 

tween the  two.  The  same 
wage  scale  is  continued  and 
no  provision  is  made  in  the 
new  contract  for  meeting  the 
operators'  demands  for  vaca- tions with  pay. 

Air  Copyright  Fee 

Rise  Due  in  Canada 

Toronto,  Nov.  11.  —  Copyright 
trouble  looms  for  the  broadcasting  stu- 

dios of  Canada  in  the  intimation  from 
the  Canadian  Performing  Rights  So- 

ciety that  the  schedule  of  fees  for 
use  of  the  many  compositions  con- 

trolled by  the  society  will  be  increased 
Jan.  1,  providing  the  increase  receives 
the  approval  of  the  Copyright  Appeal 
Board  of  the  Dominion  Government 
which  will  hold  a  hearing  after Dec.  1. 

The  society  has  advised  the  film  in- 
dustry that  no  change  is  contemplated 

(.Continued  on  page  6) 

'Police'  to  Gross 

About  $74,000 

In  Big  Para.  Week 

"North  West  Mounted  Police,"  with 
Glen  Gray  and  his  band  and  Red  Skel- 
ton  on  the  stage,  playing  to  increased 
prices  and  a  slight  change  of  policy 
under  which  these  prices  go  into  ef- 

fect earlier,  is  sweeping  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  to  an  almost  unheard 

of  weekly  gross  of  $74,000  in  the 
anniversary  week  of  the  house. 
The  week  closes  tonight  and  the 

gross  will  be  just  about  the  biggest  in 
the  history  of  the  present  stage  band 
policy  of  the  theatre  which  was  ini- tiated by  Bob  Weitman,  managing 
director,  some  years  ago. 
The  theatre  is  charging  44  cents 

matinees  where  heretofore  it  charged 
35  cents,  and  65  cents  instead  of  55 
cents.  Additionally,  the  performances 
are  beginning  at  8  a.  m.  daily  and  the 
99-cent  top  price  was  put  into  effect  at 
2  p.m.  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  rath- er than  in  the  evening. 
The  picture,  of  course,  is  holding over. 

There  were  big  weekend  crowds  in 
Times  Square,  with  grosses  up  along 
the  entire  Street.  "Escape,"  at  the 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  with  stage 
show  grossed  nearly  $57,000,  until  yes- 

terday. This  Metro  film  will  probably 
stay  at  the  theatre  for  three  weeks, 
before  it  will  be  followed  by  another 

M-G-M  picture,  "Bittersweet." 
At  the  Rivoli,  "Christmas  in  July" (Continued  on  page  4) 

3  7  New  Features  in  Work 

As  10  Are  Begun  on  Coast 

Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — Thirty-seven 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week,  as  10  started  and  nine  finished. 
Sixteen  are  being  prepared  and  75  are 
being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studios  : 
Columbia 

In  Work :  "Legacy,"  "Penny  Sere- 

nade." 

Started:  "The  Face  Behind  the 
Mask,"  "Blondie  Goes  Latin." 

Korda 

Finished :  "Lady  Hamilton." 
Lubitsch  Productions 

Started:  "That  Uncertain  Feeling." 
M-G-M 

In  Work :  "Come  Live  with  Me," 
"Keeping  Company,"  "Maisie  Was  a 
Lady,"  "Wild  Man  of  Borneo." 

Started:  "The  Ziegfeld  Girl,"  "Men 
of  Boys  Town." 

Monogram 

Finished:  "Her  Father's  Daughter." 
In  W ork :  "Under  Texas  Stars." Paramount 

Finished:  "In  Old  Colorado." 
In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings," 

"Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  "Reaching 
for  the  Sun,"  "The  Lady  Eve." 

Started:  "The  Road  to  Zanzibar," 
"New  York  Town." RKO 

Finished:  "Citizen  Kane,"  "Kitty 

Foyle." 

In  Work :  "A  Girl,  a  Guy  and  a 
Gob,"  (formerly  "Three  Girls  and  a 
Gob"),  "The  Saint  in  Palm  Springs." 

Started:  "Along  the  Rio  Grande." 
Republic 

In    Work :    "Behind    the  News," 
"Bowery  Boy,"  "Lone  Star  Riders." Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." (Continued  on  page  4) 

Columbia  Will 

Oppose  New 

U.S.  Complaint 

Will  Also  Oppose  Decree 
At  Hearing  Thursday 

Columbia  will  oppose  the  Gov- 
ernment's application  in  U.  S.  Dis- 

trict Court  here  Thursday  for  leave 
to  file  an  amended  complaint 
against  the  three  non-consenting 
companies  in  the  New  York  anti- 

trust suit,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Grounds  of  the  opposition  are 

expected  to  be  closely  linked  with 
Columbia's  opposition  to  the  con- sent decree  itself,  which  company 

lawyers  will  also  voice  at  Thurs- 
day's hearing  before  Judge  Henry 

W.  Goddard. 

Meanwhile,  industry  attor- 
neys who  studied  the  70- 

page  amended  complaint  yes- 
terday expressed  interest  in 

the  discovery  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  has  abandoned 

in  the  new  complaint  its  orig- 
inal contention  that  produc- 

tion and  distribution  should  be 

separated. At  the  court  hearing  on  Thursday, 
Columbia,  it  is  believed,  will  contend 
that  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  way 
of  trade  practice  changes  or  indus- 

try conditions  since  the  Government's original  complaint  was  filed  in  June, 
1938,  against  the  eight  principal  com- (Continued  on  page  4) 

4  Groups  to 

Contest  Pact 

Certain  exhibitor  opposition  to  the 
consent  decree  is  limited  to  four  or- 

ganizations. Opposition  from  two 
other  possible  sources  is  doubtful. 

Definitely  committed  to  oppose  the 
approval  of  the  decree  by  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  in  U.  S. District  Court  here  Thursday  are  the 
following:  Allied  States,  Allied  of 
New  York  (an  M.P.T.O.A  affiliate), 
I.T.O.A.  of  New  York  and  the  Pacific 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Reviewed  Today 

Reviews  of  "Give  Us  Wings" and  "Gallant  Sons"  will  be 
found  on  Page  5. 
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Personal  Mention 
Para.  Executives 

Begin  Coast  Parley 

Hollywood,  Nov.  11.— Conferences 
of  Paramount's  home  office,  studio, 
sales  and  theatre  executives  got  under 
way  here  today  in  two  separate  ses- 

sions.       . .  .,<r. .  i 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  and 

distribution  head,  met  with  theatre  op- 
erating associates  of  the  company  at 

the  Ambassador  Hotel,  while  home 
office  executives  met  with  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  vice-president  and  studio 
head,  and  William  Le  Baron,  produc- 

tion head,  at  the  studio. 
The  sessions  will  continue  through- 

out the"  week  and  may  last  longer, 
company  spokesmen  said.  A  joint 
meeting  of  all  the  operating  represen- 

tatives will  be  held  at  the  studio  to- 
day. 

Among  the  subjects  under  discus- 
sion are  Paramount's  production  plans 

for  the  1941-'42  season,  the  com- 
pany's television  activities,  the  effect  of 

the  consent  decree  on  studio,  distribu- 
tion and  theatre  operations,  and  gen- 
eral theatre  operating  problems. 

Moray  Due  at  Studio 
Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — Norman  H. 

Moray,  Warners  shorts  sales  mana- 
ger, is  due  here  Nov.  18  to  set  up  the 

shorts  program  for  1941-'42.  The studio  is  now  winding  up  the  current 
season's  shorts  production. 

McCarthy  to  Boston 
F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  sales 

manager  for  Universal,  leaves  for  Bos- 
ton today  to  negotiate  a  circuit  deal 

with  E.  M.  Loew  Theatres.  He  will 
return  in  a  few  days. 

GEORGE  J.   SCHAEFER,  RKO president,  plans  to  return  to  the 
Coast  within  the  next  few  days. • 

Postmaster  General  Frank  C. 
Walker,  Charlie  Chaplin  and 
Gene  Buck  were  guests  at  the  Na- 

tional Press  Club  annual  dinner  in 
Washington  Saturday. • 

Robert  Gillham,  Paramount  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  has 

postponed  his  departure  from  Florida 
until  the  end  of  the  week. 

• 

Joseph  Miller,  Albany  branch  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  and  Mrs.  Miller 

were  hosts  on  Saturday  to  some  200 
exhibitors  and  exchange  representa- 

tives at  the  celebration  of  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  of  their  son,  Tracey  B. 
Miller. • 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  manager 
in  New  Haven,  is  recuperating  at 
home  after  an  illness  of  two  months 
at  Grace  Hospital. 

• 
Irving  H.  Ludwig  has  resigned  as 

manager  of  the  Art  Theatre,  Green- 
wich Village,  which  has  been  taken 

over  by  the  Brandt  Circuit. 
• 

George  Kurlansik,  owner  of  the 
Towne  and  the  Transit  theatres ; 
Perry  R.  Hoffman,  owner  of  the 
19th  Street,  and  Leo  Trainor,  man- 

ager of  Rialto,  have  been  named  on 
committees  for  the  1940  Community 
Chest  campaign  of  Allentown,  Pa. 

• 

T.  P.  Tidwell,  20th  Century-Fox 
salesman  in  Dallas,  is  in  the  St.  Paul 
Hospital,  Dallas,  with  a  back  ail- ment. 

• 

Joseph  G.  Samartano,  manager  of 
the  Palace,  Meriden,  Conn.,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
there. • 

Sidney  Swirsky,  Columbia  book- 
er in  New  Haven,  and  Mrs.  Swir- 

sky celebrated  their  wedding  anniver- 
sary here  over  the  weekend. 

Columbia  Executives 

To  'Arizona*  Opening 
Columbia  home  office  executives 

will  attend  the  two-day  celebration 
at  Tucson,  Ariz.,  in  conjunction  with 
the  world  premiere  of  "Arizona"  on Friday. 

Harry  Cohn,  president,  will  leave 
New  York  by  plane  tomorrow  after- 

noon. Flying  with  him  to  Tucson  will 
be  Jack  Cohn,  Nate  Spingold,  Louis 
Weinberg,  Louis  Astor  and  Max 
Weisfeldt.  Abe  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  as- 

sistant, left  by  plane  yesterday.  Divi- 
sion Managers  Phil  Dunas,  Carl 

Shalit,  Sam  Galanty  and  Jerome  Saf- 
ron,  and  Wayne  Ball,  Los  Angeles 
branch  manager,  also  will  attend. 

Approve  Two  Films 
Chicago,  Nov.  11. — Reversing  prior 

rulings  of  the  Chicago  censor  board, 
Police  Commissioner  Allman  today 
ordered  permits  issued  for  the  exhibi- 

tion of  "After  Mein  Kampf"  and  "The 
Goosestep."  The  latter  title  was 
changed  from  "Hitler,  Beast  of  Ber- 

lin." 

CHARLES  E.  MCCARTHY,  20th Century-Fox  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director,  is  due  on  the  Coast 

tomorrow  from  New  York. • 

Lynn  Farnol,  United  Artists  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director,  is  ex- 

pected from  the  Coast  by  plane  tomor- row. 
• 

Paul  Lazarus,  Jr.,  Maurice 
Bergman,  Edward  Peskay,  Walter 
Futter  and  Lou  Pollock  lunching  at 
the  Tavern  yesterday. 

• 
Harry  Cohn,  Jack  Cohn,  James 

Mulvey,  Nate  Spingold  and  Wil- 
liam Brandt  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Lindy's  (51st  St.). • 

Rube  Jackter,  Lou  Weinberg, 
Irving  Shapiro  and  Arche  Mayer 
at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yes- 

terday for  lunch. 
• 

William  Dieterle,  Charles  Cur- 
ran,  Arthur  Krim,  Clayton  Bond, 
Guy  Bolton,  Vincent  Trotta,  Lee 
Shubert  and  John  Golden  having 
lunch  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 

Toby  Gruen,  Harry  Brandt,  John 
W.  Hicks,  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Ted  O'Shea,  Ed  Saunders,  John  W. 
Hicks  and  Max  A.  Cohen  lunching 

yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room in  the  Astor. 
• 

Herbert  I.  Leeds,  20th  Century- 
Fox  director,  arrived  here  yesterday 
by  plane  from  the  Coast  with  Mrs. Leeds. 

Mrs.  Charles  Smakwitz  of  Al- 
bany, wife  of  the  Warner  Theatre 

district  manager,  is  recuperating  in 
the  Albany  Hospital  after  an  opera- tion. 

• 
Owen  Cleary,  publicity  man  for 

the  Fulton  in  Pittsburgh,  is  back  on 
the  job  after  a  long  illness. 

• 
Mrs.  Lew  Formato,  wife  of  War- 

ners' Philadelphia  booker,  gave  birth to  a  son  last  week. 

To  Honor  Duffy  at 

Albany  Testimonial 
Albany,  Nov.  11. — Exhibitors  and 

exchange  personnel  in  the  Albany- 
Utica  territory  will  tender  a  testi- 

monial banquet  next  Monday  at  the 
DeWitt  Clinton  Hotel  here  to  Fred 
Duffy,  Republic  salesman,  who  is  re- 

tiring at  the  end  of  this  week  because 
of  ill  health. 
In  charge  of  arrangements  are 

Richard  Hayes,  Paramount  salesman ; 
Gene  Vogel,  M-G-M  salesman,  and 
Arthur  Newman,  Republic  branch 
manager.  Duffy  will  be  succeeded  by 
Gene  Lowe,  former  Universal  and  Re- 

public salesman  under  Bernie  Mills. 

Schenck  Talks  to  Group 

Marvin  Schenck  of  Loew's  at  a 
committee  rally  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
yesterday  announced  a  large  program 
for  the  annual  "Night  of  Stars"  show 
for  refugee  relief  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  Nov.  27.  Schenck  is  chairman 
of  the  producers'  committee.  Nathan 
Straus,  general  chairman,  was  host 
to  the  group  at  a  cocktail  party. 

Charity  Auction 
Birmingham,  Nov.  11 

THIRST  ticket  to  the  new ■T  Charles  Theatre  here  was 
auctioned  off  for  $130,  the 
proceeds  going  to  charity.  Col. Marion  Rushton,  prominent 
attorney,  acted  as  auctioneer. 
Charles  Rook  is  owner-man- 

ager of  the  house. 

Canadian  Clearance!* Board  Facing  Delay 

Toronto,  Nov.  11. — Difficulties  have 
developed  in  connection  with  the  for- 

mation of  a  National  Clearance  Board 
for  the  Canadian  film  industry  with 
regard  to  representation  for  sections 
of  the  trade. 
A  meeting  of  the  Film  Section  of 

the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  has  been 
called  for  Nov.  19  for  consideration  of 
the  whole  setup,  probably  with  the 
film  exchanges  included.  The  circuits 
already  have  named  three  representa- 

tives but  the  organized  independents 
have  not  announced  their  three  dele- 

gates because  of  difficulty  in  choosing 
officials  for  the  Atlantic  Coast  and 
Western  Canada  zones. 

Kyser  and  Wright 
Are  Guests  at  Party 

Gilbert  Wright,  who  is  a  son  of 
Harold  Bell  Wright,  and  invented  the 
Sonovox,  which  RKO  officials  de- 

scribe as  a  "new  sound  development, 
said  to  be  used  for  the  first  time  in 
RKO's  'You'll  Find  Out,"  new  Kay 
Kyser  picture,  was  a  guest  of  honor, 
with  Kyser,  at  a  cocktail  party  given 

by  RKO  yesterday,  at  the  Waldorf- Astoria. 

Attending  were  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Bob  Mochrie,  I 
Jack  Pegler,  Cresson  Smith,  Gus 
Eyssell,  Sam  Shain,  James  Cron,  Lel- 
ter  Cowan,  Harry  Mandel,  Martha 
Sleeper,  Ken  McCaleb,  Jr.,  Leo 
Brady,  Jack  Harrison,  Kelcey  Allen, 
William  Boehnel,  Rowland  Field,  Al 
Sindlinger,  Herbert  Cohen,  James 
Powers,  A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  M.  J.  Pol- 

ler, Rutgers  Neilson,  Fred  Smith, 
Maurice  Kann,  Pete  Harrison,  J.  J. 
O'Connor,  Fred  Meyers,  Chester 
Bahn,  Sherwin  Kane  and  others. 
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TAKE  IT. ..DON'T  LEAVE  IT! 

Heard  on  the  air  by  millions  from  coast-to-coast  over  Columbia's  nationwide 

network.  Millions  from  coast-to-coast  now  waiting  to  see  it  on  the  screen! 
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Columbia  Will 

Oppose  New 

U.S.  Complaint 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
panies  to  justify  amendment  of  the 
complaint  now. 

Columbia  may  also  point  out  to  the 
court  that  the  chief  purpose  of  the 
amended  complaint  is  to  bring  the 
three  non-consenting  companies  under 
the  consent  decree.  Counsel  is  ex- 

pected to  relate  in  detail  why  it  be- 
lieves it  could  not  operate  under  the 

proposed  consent  decree,  in  support  of 
the  company's  opposition. 

Industry  attorneys  yesterday 
expressed  the  opinion  that 
most  of  the  seven  points  ad- 

vanced by  the  Government  in 
its  new  complaint  as  contribut- 

ing to  the  alleged  illegality  of 
existing  license  agreements 
have  been  upheld  by  the  Fed- 

eral courts  in  previous  contract 
actions. 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  American  Arbitration  As- 

sociation, will  leave  Saturday  for  Los 
Angeles  by  plane  to  begin  his  visits 
to  the  32  exchange  cities  in  which 
arbitration  boards  will  be  established. 
He  will  complete  the  local  panels  of 
arbitrators,  select  staffs  and  office 
space  and  generally  arrange  for  the 
functioning  of  the  boards. 

Clerks  for  the  local  boards,  it  was 
said,  will  be  selected  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  arbitrators  themselves ; 
that  is,  they  must  have  no  previous 
connections  in  the  industry,  and  will 
be  selected  for  their  business  or  legal 
experience.  Information  to  this  ef- 

fect has  been  given  to  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  States  general  coun- 

sel, in  reply  to  his  query. 
The  map  of  the  arbitration  districts 

provided  for  under  the  decree  has  been 
completed  and  was  sent  to  Washing- 

ton yesterday  for  approval. 

Review  Board  Opens 

Meeting  Thursday 
The  National  Board  of  Review  of 

Motion  Pictures  will  open  its  annual 
conference  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania 
on  Thursday.  The  three-day  meeting 
will  be  attended  by  delegates  from 
37  states  and,  and  for  the  first  time, 
the  sessions  will  be  open  to  the  pub- lic. 

"New  Frontiers  for  American 
Movies"  will  be  the  theme  of  the  con- 

ference. Walt  Disney's  "Fantasia" 
will  be  screened  for  the  delegates,  and 
they  will  attend  a  New  York  Uni- 

versity course  on  motion  pictures. 
Judge  Stephen  S.  Jackson,  Oliver  T. 

Griswold  and  Vyvyan  Donner  will 
speak  on  Friday  morning,  and  Ilka 
Chase,  Margaret  Farrand  Thorp, 
Catherine  Edwards  and  a  represen- 

tative of  the  Gallup  Institute  of  Pub- 
lic Opinion  will  speak  Friday  after- 

noon. The  Young  Reviewers  will  meet 
Saturday  morning,  and  the  confer- 

ence will  conclude  with  a  luncheon 
on  Saturday. 

Siegel  Returns  to  Coast 
Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — M.  J.  Siegel, 

head  of  Republic  Productions,  arrived 
today  from  New  York  after  three 
weeks  of  home  office  conferences. 

Declares  Milwaukee 
Patrons  Want  Duals 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  11. — L.  Roy 
Pierce,  district  supervisor  for 
the  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 

ment Corp.,  in  an  address  be- 
fore members  of  the  Better 

Films  Council  at  the  YMCA 
here,  declared  that  local  film 
patrons  want  double  feature 
programs  and  that  exhibitors 
who  have  attempted  to  de- 

velop bills  around  a  single 
feature  have  experienced  a 
sharp  drop  in  patronage. 

4  Groups  to 

Contest  Pact 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Coast  Conference  of  Independent  The- 
atre Owners. 

On  the  doubtful  side  are  national 
M.P.T.O.A.  and  Paramount  theatre 
associates. 

Allied  States  will  be  represented  by 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  and 
chairman  of  the  board ;  Allied  of  New 
York,  by  Jacob  Schechter,  counsel ; 
IT. OA.  by  Milton  Weisman,  coun- 

sel, and  P.C.C.I.T.O.  by  Paul  J.  Zieg- 
ler,  Los  Angeles  attorney.  Zeigler  will 
arrive  from  the  Coast  by  plane  today 
with  instructions  to  oppose  approval 
of  the  decree  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
"not  a  solution  to  any  problem  con- 

fronting the  industry." 
Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- 

dent, arrived  in  New  York  from  his 
Columbus,  Miss.,  home  last  night  but 
was  unable  to  state  whether  national 
M.P.T.O.A.  would  actively  oppose  the 
decree  on  Thursday.  He  said  the  sub- 

ject was  still  under  consideration  and 
a  decision  probably  would  be  made today. 

R.  B.  Wilby,  representative  of  the 
Paramount  theatre  associates,  failed 
to  arrive  in  New  York  from  Atlanta 
yesterday  as  expected,  adding  doubt 
to  the  probability  of  opposition  to  the 
decree  from  that  source. 

Plan  Stage  Shows 
In  Miami  Houses 

Miami,  Nov.  11.  —  Leading  enter- 
tainers who  will  be  in  Miami  this 

Winter  will  be  featured  in  stage  pres- 
entations at  the  Olympia  and  at  the 

new  Paramount  theatre  at  Miami 
Beach. 

Stage  shows  in  addition  to  regular 
film  fare  will  be  the  policy  of  these 
theatres  through  the  season. 

Set  Midnight  Shows 
Hamilton,  O.,  Nov.  11.  —  The 

Northio  Palace  hereafter  will  play  a 
midnight  show  on  Saturdays,  at  which 
the  current  double  features  will  be 
shown  in  addition  to  the  two  features 
which  are  booked  to  open  at  the  house 
on  Sunday.  Admission  will  be  28 cents. 

Film  Company  Formed 
Dover,  Del.,  Nov.  11.  —  Everyday 

America  Productions,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  here  to  deal  in  motion  pic 
tures  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The 
incorporators  were :  L.  M.  Titter,  O 
B.  Clayton  and  F.  Picciotti  of  Wil- 
mington. 

'Police'  to  Gross 

About  $74,000 

In  Big  Para.  Week 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

grossed  an  estimated  $17,000  for  its 
first  week  and  starts  its  second  today. 
"Seven  Sinners"  will  open  there Saturday. 

"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  with 
Jack  Haley,  Priscilla  Lane  and  Teddy 
Powell's  band  on  the  stage  at  the 
Strand  grossed  an  estimated  $12,000 
over  the  weekend.  It  will  be  held 
over.  The  first  three  days  of  the  sec- 

ond week  for  "Mark  of  Zorro"  with  a 
stage  show  at  the  Roxy  was  good  for 
an  estimated  $27,000.  "You'll  Find 
Out"  with  Kay  Kyser's  band  on  the 
stage  as  well  as  in  the  film  will  open there  Thursday. 

Still  going  strong  at  both  the  Capi- 
tol and  the  Astor,  "The  Great  Dicta- 

tor" should  gross  an  estimated  $50,000 
and  $17,000,  respectively,  for  the 
fourth  week  at  both  houses  ending  to- 

night. The  film  is  continuing  at  both houses. 
There  will  be  a  press  preview  for 

"Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway  tonight, 
preceding  a  gala  premiere  for  the 
benefit  of  the  British  War  Relief  So- 

ciety tomorrow  night.  The  regular 
run  will  start  Thursday. 
The  second  week  of  "East  of  the 

River"  was  good  for  an  estimated 
$5,000  at  the  Globe  and  was  followed 
on  Saturday  by  "Girls  Under  21."  At 
the  Rialto,  "Cherokee  Strip"  drew  an 
estimated  $5,300  for  the  week  with 
"The  Devil's  Pipeline"  following  on Saturday. 

37  Features 

Now  Shooting; 

10  Are  Started 

Philadelphia  Unions 
Nominate  Officers 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  11. — Nomina- 
tions of  officers  for  the  Philadelphia 

Musicians'  Union,  Local  77,  have  been 
completed.  Elections  will  be  held 
Dec.  13.  Charles  McConnell,  music 
contractor  for  the  Warner  theatres, 
opposes  incumbent  Frank  P.  Liuzzi 
for  president ;  Romeo  Cella,  a  past 
president,  is  teamed  with  McConnell 
for  vice-president  against  Ralph 
Kirsch.  For  secretary,  incumbent  A. 
Rex  Riccardi  is  opposed  by  Lewis 
Ingber  and  Glen  Coolidge.  Joe  Bossle 
is  unopposed  to  continue  as  treasurer. 
The  Film  Exchange  Employes 

Union  has  nominated  the  following 
officers  for  the  new  year :  Harry  O. 
Cohan,  Harry  Dressier,  James  A. 
Flynn  and  William  Z.  Porter,  presi- 

dent;  Fred  Fortunate  and  James  Mc- 
Williams,  vice-president;  Mollie  Co- 

hen- and  James  Mc Williams,  secre- 
tary; Marie  Hause,  treasurer;  and 

Harry  O.  Cohan  and  James  A.  Flynn, 
business  agent.  Nominees  are  given 
10  days  to  signify  their  willingness  to 
run.    Elections  will  be  held  Dec.  13. 

'Wine'  in  Work  Dec.  16 

Hollywood,  Nov.  11.  —  "New 
Wine,"  film  which  William  Sekely  is 
producing  in  conjunction  with  Alex- 

ander Korda,  is  scheduled  to  go  into 
work  Dec.  16.  Albert  Basserman  has 
been  signed  for  a  role  in  the  picture, 
which  will  be  a  United  Artists  release. 

Date  Basketball  Game 
National  Screen  Service's  basketball 

team  will  play  M-G-M  at  the  Heck- 
scher  Foundation  on  Nov.  23.  A  dance 
will  follow  the  game. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Rowland 

In  Work  :  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop." 
20th  Century-Fox 

In  Work :  "Western  Union." 
Universal 

Finished:  "The  Invisible  Woman," 
"Riders  of  Death  Valley." 

In  Work :  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes," "Back  Street,"  "Where  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl." 
Started:  "Who's  Crazy  Now?" 

Warners 
Finished:  "Trial  and  Error,"  "Case 

of  the  Black  Parrot." In  Work :  "The  Wagons  Roll  at 
Night,"  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark," 
"Strawberry  Blonde,  "Father  and 
Son,"  "Far  Horizon." 
Started:  "The  Sea  Wolf." 

Philadelphia  Group 

Forms  Film  Society 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  11. — A  local 

group  of  socialites  has  organized  a 
non-profit  Film  Society  of  Philadel- 

phia for  the  showing  of  famous  films 
in  cinema  history,  made  available  to 
the  group  by  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art  Film  Library  in  New  York. 
The  programs,  six  in  number,  will 

be  given  in  the  foyer  of  the  Academy 
of  Music,  open  to  members  only. 
Listed  for  the  first  evening,  which 
will  cover  the  development  of  the  nar- 

rative, will  be  shown  the  "Execution 
of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,"  "Wash- 
Day  Trouble,"  "A  Trip  to  the  Moon," 
"The  Great  Train  Robbery,"  "Faust" 
and  "Queen  Elizabeth"  with  Sarah Bernhardt  as  the  star.  Subsequent 
programs  will  follow  on  Dec.  2,  Jan. 
13,  Feb.  3  and  March  3,  with  the 
final  showing  on  March  31. 

Legion  Approves 

Ten  New  Pictures 
The  National  Legion  of  Decency 

has  approved  10  new  films,  four  for 
general  patronage  and  six  for  adults. 
The  pictures  and  their  classification follow : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage — "Bury  Me  Not  on  the 

Lone  Prairie,"  "Fugitive  from  a 
Prison  Camp,"  "Riders  on  Black 
Mountain,"  "So  You  Won't  Talk," 
Class  A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults 
— "Charter  Pilot,"  "Lady  with  the 

Red  Hair,"  "Magic  in  Music,"  "The 
Mark  of  Zorro,"  "Moon  Over  Burma," 
"Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?" 

Wins  Assessment  Cut 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  11. — In  ap- 
pealing before  President  Judge  Frank 

Smith  in  Common  Pleas  Court,  War- 
ners' Frankford,  neighborhood  house, 

had  its  property  assessment  cut  from 
$241,600  to  $231,555. 

Hale  to  RKO  Pathe  News 

Dudley  Hale,  formerly  with  Lennen 
and  Mitchell  in  New  York  and  the 
Sun  Advertising  Co.,  Toledo,  has  been 
signed  as  a  script  writer  by  RKO Pathe  News. 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Give  Us  Wings" 
(Universal) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  11 

f  T  NIVERSAL'S  "Give  Us  Wings,"  capitalizing  upon  the  current 
^  appeal  of  aviation  to  American  youth,  is  a  story  of  riotous  comedy 
tempered  with  air  thrills  and  tragedy.  It  tells  of  five  boys  leaving  the 
National  Youth  Administration  mechanics'  class  to  accept  jobs  as  pilots 
for  a  shady  character  who  runs  a  "crop  dusting"  firm,  which  engages 
in  spraying  insect-destroying  chemicals  on  planted  fields  from  airplanes. 

Menaced  constantly  by  the  use  of  condemned  equipment,  the  youths 
turn  on  their  employer  when  one  of  their  number  is  killed.  In  the 
climax,  one  of  the  boys,  flying  a  crop  dusting  plane,  sprays  chemicals 
on  the  automobile  of  the  fleeing  criminal  and  then  later  on  the  plane  in 

which  he  attempts  to  escape.  The  "Dead  End"  kids,  Billy  Halop,  Huntz 
Hall,  Gabriel  Dell,  Bernard  Punsley  and  Bobby  Jordan,  are  featured, 
with  Wallace  Ford,  Anne  Gwynne,  Victor  Jory,  Shemp  Howard,  Mil- 
burn  Stone,  Harris  Berger  and  Billy  Benedict  in  support. 

Charles  Lamont,  director,  and  Ken  Goldsmith,  associate  producer, 
present  production  value  on  the  screen  far  in  excess  of  their  budget. 
Arthur  T.  Horman  and  Robert  Lee  Johnson  wrote  the  screenplay  from 
an  original  by  Eliot  Gibbons. 

Running  time,  62  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

"Gallant  Sons" 
(M-G-M) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — Off  the  beaten  track  in  a  number  of  particu- 

lars, this  comedy-melodrama  is  principally  played  by  adolescents  and 
pointed  for  the  junior  trade.  Youngsters  in  it  are  Jackie  Cooper, 
Bonita  Granville,  Gene  Reynolds,  June  Preisser,  Leo  Gorcey,  Tommy 
Kelly,  William  Tracy  and  background  players  of  like  age.  Adults  are 
Gail  Patrick,  Ian  Hunter,  Edward  Ashley,  El  Brendel  and  Minor  Wat- 

son, but  the  young  folk  are  to  the  fore  throughout. 
The  story  by  William  R.  Lipman  and  Marion  Parsonnet  opens  with 

the  gambler  father  of  one  of  the  youngsters  going  to  jail  for  a  murder 
he  didn't  commit.  The  boy  and  his  associates,  high  school  students,  set 
out  to  prove  the  gambler's  innocence  and,  after  varied  adventures,  enact 
an  amateur  stage  play,  a  la  "Hamlet,"  with  intent  to  provoke  a  confes- 

sion from  the  suspected  murderer  in  the  audience.  The  plan  succeeds 
and  happiness  follows  for  all. 

George  B.  Seitz  directed.   Frederick  Stephani  produced. 

Running  time,  70  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Raft's  Role  'Refusal9  Is 

Explained  by  Warners 

'Mounted'  Is 

Smash  in  L.A. 

With  $30,000 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  11. — "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  smashed 
through  at  the  Paramount  for  $30,000, 
at  advanced  prices.  The  house  estab- 

lished a  new  weekend  record.  "The 
Howards  of  Virginia"  and  "Lady  in 
Question"  took  $9,000  at  the  Hill- street  and  $10,000  at  the  Pantages. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

|  ing  Nov.  6 : 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE  —  (2,500)     (33c -44c -55c -75c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $10,700.    (Average,  $12,500) 
"Thief  of  Bagdad"  (U.A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (55c-$1.65)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $6,600.  (Average, 
$17,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.A.) 

4  STAR— (900)  (55c-75c)  7  days,  6th  week. 
Gross:  $3,400.    (Average,  $3,250) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
HILLSTREET-(2,700)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $9,000.     (Average,  $6,500) 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted   Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 

7  days.     Gross:  $13,500.     (Average,  $14,00) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) PANTAGES— (3,000)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,595)      (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.      Stage:    Fanchon    &    Marco  "On 
Parade;"  Rube  Wolf  &  Orchestra.  Gross: $30,000.     (Average,  $18,000) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.B.) 
WARNER    BROS.     (Hollywood)— (3.000) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)    7    days.       Gross:  $8,600. (Average,  $14,000) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (Downtown)— (3,400) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,700. 
(Average,  $12,000) 

'Dictator*  Garners 
$13,000,  New  Haven 

New  Haven,  Nov.  11. — "The  Great 
Dictator,"  with  admissions  at  double 
normal,  took  $13,000  at  the  Loew- 
Poli.  The  picture  moves  to  the  Col- 

lege for  a  second  week.  "A  Little  Bit 
of  Heaven"  and  "The  Mummy's 
Hand"  took  $6,000  at  the  Paramount. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  7 : 

"The  VUIain  Still  Pursued  Her"  (RKO) 
"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
COLLEGE  —  (1,499)     (28c-39c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $1,600.    (Average,  $2,700) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. 
Gross:  $13,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)    (39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
"Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $4,200.    (Average,  $5,000) 

'Arise'  Is  Omaha 
Leader  at  $7,200 

Omaha,  Nov.  11. — "Arise  My 
Love"  pulled  $7,200  at  the  Omaha  for the  best  of  a  mediocre  week.  The 
weather  was  cool  and  windy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  6-7 : 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,800.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Yesterday's   Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $7,200.     (Average,  $6,000) 

"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20th-Fox) 
ORPHEUM—  (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days 

Gross:   $6,800.     (Average,  $7,200) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  11 
WARNERS  has  explained  that 

George  Raft,  although  he  re- 
fused to  play  an  announced  role  in 

"The  Sea  Wolf,"  is  not  at  odds  with 
the  studio.  The  studio,  in  order  to 
meet  its  contractual  obligations,  it  was 
explained,  announced  Raft  for  the 
film,  which  will  star  Edward  G.  Rob- 

inson, and  gave  him  a  starting  date, 
in  order  to  hold  the  star  for  another 
picture.  However,  the  announced  role 
did  not  fit  Raft,  nor  was  it  intended 
to,  and  John  Garfield  subsequently 
was  given  the  role. •  • 

M-G-M  has  purchased  "Random 
Harvest,"  James  Hilton's  new  novel. 
.  .  .  Paramount  has  signed  Con- stance Moore  to  a  term  deal.  Miss 
Moohe  has  been  free  lancing  for  the 
last  three  months,  since  leaving  Uni- 

versal. She  goes  into  "Las  Vegas 
Nights."  .  .  .  Warners  has  signed 
Mary  Astor  for  "Far  Horizon," starring  Bette  Davis  and  George 
Brent.  .  .  .  Harry  Davenport  goes 
into  "That  Uncertain  Feeling,"  Ernst 

Lubitsch  production  for  United  Ar- 
tists. .  .  .  Keye  Luke  will  go  on  a 

personal  appearance  tour  with  Mono- 
gram's "Phantom  of  Chinatown,"  first 

in  the  new  series  of  "James  Lee 
Wong"  stories  at  the  studio. 

•  • 

Laraine  Day  and  Ronald  Rea- 
gan, the  latter  borrowed  from 

Warners,  will  have  the  roman- 
tic leads  in  M-G-M's"  Bad  Man," starring  Wallace  Beery.  .  .  . 

Paramount  has  extended  the 
contract  of  Preston  Foster.  .  .  . 
Arch  Heath  replaces  Franklyn 
Adreon,  one  of  the  serial  writers 
at  Republic,  Adreon  having  been 
called  to  duty  in  the  U.  S. 
Marines,  22nd  Battalion.  Re- 

public has  assured  him  his  job 
will  be  waiting  upon  his  return. 

•  • 
"Night  Hawks,"  story  of  the  young 

flyers  in  the  Royal  Air  Force,  has 
been  purchased  by  Warners  for  im- 

mediate production.  Leonard  Hoff- 
man, who  wrote  the  original  will  do 

the  script.  .  .  .  RKO  has  changed  the 

title  of  Harold  Lloyd's  "Three  Girls 
and  a  Gob"  to  "A  Girl,  a  Guy  and  a 
Gob."  .  .  .  Ian  Hunter,  the  actor 
has  been  signed  by  RKO  to  work  on 
the  script  of  "Show  Business,"  which 
will  be  produced  by  Howard  Bene- 
dict. 

•  • 

Cobina  Wright,  Jr.,  New  York 
debutante,  after  several  attempts  to 
obtain  a  film  contract,  has  been  signed 
by  20th  Century-Fox  for  a  role  in 
"Murder  Among  Friends."  .  .  .  Al- 

fred Batson,  writer  of  "African  In- 
trigue," has  been  signed  by  Republic 

to  write  the  script  for  the  serial, 
"Jungle  Girl,"  Edgar  Rice  Bur- 

roughs story.  .  .  .  Dore  Schary,  one 
of  M-G-M's  top  writers,  has  been 
given  a  new  term  contract.  .  .  .  Larry 
Sims,  six-year-old  "Baby  Dumpling" 
of  Columbia's  "Blondie"  series,  will 
have  a  "romance"  in  "Blondie  Goes 
Latin."  He  will  be  teamed  with  5y2- 
year-old  Janet  Burston,  with  whom  he 
will  sing  and  rhumba.  .  .  .  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox has  signed  12-year-old 
refugee  British  actor,  Roddy  Mc- 
Dowall  for  a  role  in  "How  Green 

Was  My  Valley." 
•  • 

Some  time  ago,  William 
Hawks,  head  of  United  Pro- 

ducers, with  an  RKO  release, 
purchased  "Le  Train  Pour  Ven- 
ise"  ("The  Train  for  Venice"), 
story  by  Georges  Berr  and 
Louis  Verneuil,  to  make  as  his 
first  film.  He  hired  Arnold 
Belgard  and  John  Van  Druten 
to  write  the  screenplay.  The 
story  is  now  emerging  from 
the  typewriters  as  "Palm  Beach, 
Ltd.,  with  an  American  back- 

ground. 
•  • 

RKO  is  planning  its  third  "Mexican 
Spitfire"  film,  starring  Lupe  Velez and  Leon  Errol.  .  .  .  Lois  Ranson 
has  been  loaned  by  Republic  to  Rich- 

ard Rowland  for  a  featured  role  in 
"Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop."  .  .  . 
M-G-M  has  signed  Robert  Sterling, 
formerly  at  Columbia  and  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox, to  a  players'  contract.  .  .  . Otis  Garrett  has  been  signed  by 
Ted  Richmond,  producer,  to  direct 
Henry  Armetta  in  his  first  Produc- 

ers Releasing  Corp.  starring  film, 
"You  Betcha  My  Life."  .  .  .  Mantan 
Moreland,  colored  comedian,  has  a 
six-picture  deal  at  Monogram.  .  .  . 
Cliff  Lewis,  Paramount  studio  pub- 

licity-advertising director,  and  Mervin 
Houser,  staff  member,  have  returned 
to  Hollywood  from  Chicago  where 
they  worked  on  the  premiere  of 
"North  West  Mounted  Police."  .  .  . 
Fra  nk  McDonald  has  been  assigned 
to  direct  "Arkansas  Judge,"  Republic 
picture  featuring  the  Weaver  Broth- 

ers and  Elviry.  The  script  is  from 
"False  Witness,"  Irving  Stone  story. •  • 

Aben  Kandel  is  at  Paramount  de- 
veloping an  untitled  story  based  on 

an  original  idea  .  .  .  Annalee  Whit- 
more  and  James  H.  Hill,  writers, 
have  been  given  M-G-M  contract  ex- tensions. .  .  .  Norman  Taurog  has 
set  Lee  Cobb  for  a  featured  role  in 
M-G-M's  "Men  of  Boystown." 

Cashier  Is  Held  Up 

Washington,  Nov.  11. — The  box- 
office  of  the  Little  Theatre  here  was 
robbed  of  about  $35  last  night  while 
a  dozen  persons  waiting  to  purchase 
tickets  looked  on  uncomprehendingly. 
Libby  Ellington,  cashier,  turned  the 
money  over  to  a  young  man  who  had 
threatened  her  with  what  appeared  to 
be  a  gun. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

CLASSIFIED  advertisements  will  be  a  new  feature  on  WMCA.  Follow- 
lowing  a  preview  program  Thursday  at  7:45-8:15  P.M.,  the  series  will 

be  heard  daily  except  Sundays  at  the  same  time. 
The  idea  is  somewhat  similar  to  spot  announcements  on  any  recorded  show, 

but  instead  of  selling  time  for  a  series  of  announcements,  the  ads  will  be  sold 
on  a  wordage  basis.  The  program  is  intended  for  use  of  small  merchants, 
real  estate  agents,  and  the  like  and  will  include  such  copy  as  help  wanted,  lost- 
and-found  and  the  usual  classifications. 
A  daily  contest  with  prizes  of  $25,  human  interest  news,  notes  on  fashions 

and  recorded  music  will  provide  the  program  material.  Thirteen  of  the  30 
minutes  will  be  used  for  the  ads.  Bob  Carter  and  Joe  O'Brien  will  act  as 
announcers. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Dorothy  Darling  has  been  married  to  Samuel  Kaufman, 
radio  feature  writer  for  the  New  York  Sun  and  radio  magazines.  .  .  .  Paul 
Whiteman  is  en  route  to  Texas  by  anUomobile  for  a  brief  vacation.  .  .  .  Francis 
P.  Douglas,  city  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat,  has  resigned  to  join 
KMOX,  St.  Louis,  as  news  analyst  and  director  of  news  for  the  station.  .  .  . 
Bing  Crosby  returns  to  "Kraft  Music  Hall"  Thursday  at  9  P.M.  over  NBC- Red.  .  .  Lowell  Thomas  will  be  guest  of  Lanny  Ross  over  CBS  at  7:15  P.M. 
Thursday.  .  .  .  James  Dunn  will  be  interviewed  by  Martin  Weldon  over  WINS 
at  6:30  today.  .  .  .  Alison  Skipworth  has  joined  the  cast  of  "Portia  Faces 
Life"  heard  Mondays  through  Fridays  at  4  P.M.  over  CBS. 

•  •  • 
WNYC  shortly  will  add  a  fifth  mural  at  its  studios  in  the  Municipal 

Building.  "Radio  for  Public  Use,"  by  Louis  Ferstadt  is  the  name  of  the latest  addition.   The  sketches  are  on  exhibition  at  the  Whitney  Museum. 
•  •  • 

When  Edgar  Kobak,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  for  the 
Blue  network,  speaks  before  Ampa  at  the  Hotel  Edison  Thursday,  a  delegation 
of  prominent  NBC  executives  will  be  on  hand.  Among  those  scheduled  to 
be  present  are  John  Royal,  vice-president  in  charge  of  new  media  in  radio ; 
Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  manager  of  the  international  short  wave  division ;  Alfred 
H.  Morton,  vice-president  in  charge  of  television ;  Keith  Higgins,  Blue  net- 

work sales  manager ;  Robert  Saudek,  assistant  to  Kobak  and  Higgins ;  Sidney 
Strotz,  vice-president  in  charge  of  programs ;  E.  P.  H.  James,  advertising 
manager;  Ken  Dyke,  director  of  national  sales  promotion;  Clay  Morgan, 
director  of  institutional  promotion,  and  Fred  Thrower,  Blue  network  sales- man. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Grand  Central  Station"  returns  to  the  air  tonight  at  9 
over  NBC-Blue.  The  first  cast  includes  George  Coidouris,  Jessie  Royce  Lan- 
dis,  Leif  Ericson,  Louis  Van  Ruten  and  Joan  Tetzel.  .  .  .  Kate  Smith  will 
broadcast  from  Tucson,  Arizona,  Friday  over  CBS  to  cover  the  premiere  of 
"Arizona."  Jean  Arthur  will  be  guest  that  evening.  After  the  program,  Miss 
Smith  wll  move  on  to  Hollywood.  .  .  .  "Major  Bowes'  Family,"  oldest  network 
sustaining  program,  begins  its  \9th  year  Sunday.  It  will  be  heard  over  CBS 
at  11 :30  A.M. 

•  •  • 

Promotion  Notes:  WEAF  has  prepared  an  eight-page  rotogravure 
section  in  connection  with  the  opening  of  its  new  transmitter  at  Port  Wash- 

ington, L.  I.  .  .  .  WQXR  has  started  its  first  daily  newspaper  advertising 
campaign  to  announce  its  power  stepup  to  5,000  watts.  All  New  York  news- 

papers are  being  used,  three  each  day,  in  rotation.  .  .  .  Arthur  Hull  Hayes, 
WABC  sales  manager,  has  prepared  a  four-page  brochure  whose  theme  is 
that  an  audience  of  20,000  can  be  reached  by  the  station  for  $33.40.  .  .  .  Two 
of  the  biggest  brochures  received  recently  were  from  Mutual  announcing  that 
the  Philadelphia  Orchestra  is  now  heard  regularly  over  the  network. 

Canada  Faces 

Rise  in  Radio 

Copyright  Fee 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
iii  the  scale  of  fees  to  be  collected 
from  Canadian  theatres  in  1941  for 
performing  rights  but  a  battle  appears 
to  be  in  the  making  in  connection 
with  the  use  of  copyrighted  music  by 
the  broadcasters,  which  include  not 
only  the  independent  stations  but  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  The 
latter  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Department  of  Transport, 
hence  the  Dominion  Government  may 
appear  to  have  a  direct  interest  in 
prospective  developments. 

Affiliated  With  Ascap 
The  Canadian  Society  is  affiliated 

with  the  American  Society  of  Com- 
posers, Authors  and  Publishers  but 

for  some  time,  it  had  been  believed 
generally  that  the  threat  of  trouble 
in  the  States  would  not  spread  to 
Canada.  There  had  even  been  the 
promise  that  Canadian  stations  would 
be  able  to  continue  the  use  of  popular 
and  classical  compositions  which  might 
be  dropped  by  U.  S.  stations  because 
of  differences  with  Ascap.  The  state- 

ment had  been  made  that  "Canadian 
stations  are  separately  licensed  and 
will  continue  to  use  any  and  all  mus- 

ical numbers  except  in  international 
exchange  programs.  This  may  give 
Canadian  stations  an  increased  num- 

ber of  United  States  listeners  unless 
matters  are  straightened  out.  Some 
U.  S.  programs  may  even  seek  time 
on  border  stations  in  Canada  to  cover 
the  northern  states." 

BMI  May  Enter  Dominion 
The  Canadian  broadcasters  now  find 

themselves  in  the  same  boat  with  the 
U.S.  networks  and  it  has  been  implied 
that  a  Canadian  branch  of  Broadcast 
Music,  Inc.,  may  be  formed  to  provide 
material  for  the  studios  independent 
of  the  society's  extensive  repertoire. The  zero  hour  in  the  Canadian  situa- 

tion will  be  reached  Dec.  1  when  the 
society  is  required  by  regulations  to 
file  its  proposed  rates  for  the  coming 
year  with  the  Copyright  Appeal  Board. 
This  application,  incidentally,  will 
probably  give  an  inkling  of  Ascap  de- 

mands on  the  U.  S.  networks  for  1941. 
The  independent  stations  are  organiz- 

ing for  the  fray  under  the  direction  of 
Harry  Sedgwick,  head  of  Station 
CFRB,  Toronto,  who,  at  one  time,  was 
general  manager  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp. 

Seek  FCC  Permit  for 

New  York  FM  Station 
Washington,  Nov.  11. — The  Fed- 

eral Communications  Commission  has 
been  asked  to  issue  a  permit  to  Metro- 

politan Television,  Inc.,  New  York, 
for  construction  of  a  new  high  fre- 

quency broadcasting  station  to  operate 
on  45,500  kilocycles,  covering  3,960 
square  miles  with  a  population  of 
11,010,372. 

Applications  were  filed  by  Stations 
WMOG,  Brunswick,  Ga.,  for  increase 
of  night  power  from  100  to  250  watts ; 
KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for  in- 

crease of  night  power  from  1,000  to 
5,000  watts,  and  KFXM,  San  Ber- 

nardino, Cal.,  for  change  of  frequency 
from  1,210  to  1,390  kilocycles,  exten- 

sion of  hours  from  sharing  to  un- 
limited and  increase  of  power  from 

250  to  1,000  watts. 

Radford  Replaces 

Stovin  in  CBC  Post 

Toronto,  Nov.  11—  Following  the 
resignation  of  H.  N.  Stovin  as  super- 

visor of  station  relations  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.,  J.  R. 
Radford  has  been  promoted  to  the 
post.  For  the  past  two  years  Radford 
has  been  the  CBC  regional  represen- 

tative for  Ontario,  with  office  at  To- 
ronto, and  previously  had  been  pro- 

gram and  administrative  director  at 
Windsor,   Ont.,   and  Vancouver: 
Richard  Claringbull,  formerly  pro- 

gram director  at  Winnipeg  for  the 
Prairie  Region,  comes  to  Toronto  to 
succeed  Radford  as  Ontario  represen- 

tative. Claringbull  also  was  previous- 
ly connected  with  the  CBC  at  Van- 

couver. He  is  succeeded  at  Winnipeg 
by  John  Kannawin  of  the  CBC  pro- 

duction department  at  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg.  Stovin  has  retired  from 
broadcasting  to  engage  in  a  private 
business  enterprise. 

Play  Set  for  Wilmington 
"Off  the  Record,"  a  new  political 

satire,  is  scheduled  to  open  at  the 
Playhouse,  Wilmington,  Nov.  23,  with 
Baltimore,  Washington  and  Philadel- 

phia dates  to  follow.  John  Shubert  is 
the  producer  of  the  new  comedy  which 
was  written  by  Parke  Levy,  Alar 
Lipscott  and  George  A.  Hendon,  Jr. 
Heading  a  large  cast  are  Bruce  Cabot, 
Betty  Furness,  Hugh  O'Connell,  Mary Brian  and  Dennv  Moore. 

Plan  Six  for  Select 
Max  Alexander,  producer  and 

George  Merrick,  director,  will  leave 
for  Hollywood  shortly  to  produce  six 
pictures  for  release  by  Select  Attrac- 

tions. The  first  three  films  planned 
are  "The  Mask  of  Shame,"  "The 
Right  to  Die"  and  "Decent." 

Tone,  Bennett  Teamed 
Hollywood,  Nov.  11. — Franchot 

Tone  and  Joan  Bennett  have  been  set 

as  the  leads  in  Columbia's  "A  Girl's 
Best  Friend  Is  Wall  Street." 

Theatre 

Changes 

Takes  Two  Ohio  Houses 

Lancaster,  O.,  Nov.  11. — Leo  Kes- 
sell,  co-owner  of  the  1,000-seat  Pal- 

ace, has  purchased  the  interest  of 
Harry  Abrams,  from  whom  he  also 
has  acquired  the  600-seat  Broad. 
Abrams,  in  turn,  has  taken  over  a 
store  formerly  operated  by  Kessell. 
Tom  Borchert  will  continue  as  man- 

ager of  the  Palace,  and  Herbert  Knel- 
ler  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  Broad. 

Manages  in  Atlantic  City 
Atlantic  City,  Nov.  11. — James 

Connell  has  been  named  manager  of 
the  Hollywood,  having  been  head 
doorman  at  the  house  since  it  opened. 
Martin  Lazar  was  designated  as  man- 

ager of  the  Astor.  He  had  been  in 
temporary  charge  of  the  house  for  the 
past  few  months  when  Sy  Waxman, 
former  manager,  left  to  take  charge 
of  the  new  Cinema. 

Altec  Closes  Three  Deals 

Michael  Kallet  has  renewed  a  ser- 
vice agreement  with  Altec  Service 

Corp.  covering  all  24  Kallet  houses 
in  New  York  State,  and  Jayem  Man- 

agement Corp.  has  renewed  with  Al- 
tec for  Jayem  theatres  in  West  New 

York,  N.  J.,  Cliffside,  N.  J.,  and 
Brooklyn.  A.  J.  Rademacher  repre- 

sented Altec  in  both  negotiations. 

Opens  Schenectady  House 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11. — 

Frank  Shea,  formerly  manager  of 
Fabian's  Regent  and  Rialto,  in  Cohoes, 
has  reopened  the  Metro  Theatre  here. 
It  was  formerly  operated  by  Morris 
Silverman  and  then  by  Max  Borodkin 
of  New  York.  Shea  may  rename  the house. 

Plan  Dayton  Suburban 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  11. — Anew  1,200- 

seat  theatre  and  store  building,  to  be 
known  as  the  Davue,  will  be  erected 
in  a  suburban  location  at  Dayton,  O., 
by  Maurice  White,  Nick  Shafer  and 
other  Cincinnati  men,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $135,000. 

Plans  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  House 
Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11. — Harry 

Lamont  has  renovated  a  hall  here  and 
will  open  it  Thanksgiving  Day  as  the 
Strand  Theatre.  Lamont  also  operates 
in  Athens,  Berlin,  Philmont  and Greenville. 

Reopens  Theatre  in  Kansas 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  11. — Raymond 

Winch,  formerly  of  Clay  Center, 
Kan.,  has  taken  over  and  reopened 
the  Wakefield  Theatre,  Wakefield, 
Kan.  The  theatre  was  redecorated 
and  new  equipment  installed. 

Organize  Theatre  Firm 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  Nov.  11. — High- 

land Theatre,  Inc.,  has  been  incor- 
porated by  H.  L.  Nadeau  and  others, 

with  capital  stock  of  20  shares,  par 
value  $1,000  each. 

Sells  Kansas  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  11.  —  F.  L. 

Lowe,  who  operates  several  theatres 
in  western  Kansas,  has  sold  to  J.  H. 
Neely  the  Lowe  Theatre  in  Sterling, Kan. 



BOOKING  CALENDAR 

for  1941 

EVERY  SHOWMAN 

NEEDS  ONE! 

OP 

LIMITED  SUPPLY 

ORDER  PROMPTLY 

Each  year,  thousands  of  managers  find  the  Quigley 

Booking  Calendar  a  prime  necessity  in  the  successful 

operation  of  their  theatres. 

Its  record  of  national  and  state  holidays  is  a  guide 

to  the  timely  booking  of  appropriate  pictures,  tieing 

in  with  important  historical  events,  permitting  special 

exploitation  campaigns  of  great  benefit  to  your 

box  office. 

These  Booking  Calendars  are  supplied  to  managers 

at  cost  and  for  that  reason  do  not  allow  the  carrying 

of  large  stocks.  Unless  your  order  comes  in  early  we 

may  not  be  able  to  fill  it.  Be  sure  to  get  your  1941 

Calendar  by  ordering  it  today! 

USE  THIS  COUPON 

Managers'  Round  Table, 
Rockefeller  Center, 

MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD 

New  York 

Kindly  send  me  one  Booking  Calendar  for  1941.  I  enclose  25c  to  cover  handling  and  postage. 

NAME. .THEATRE. 

ADDRESS. .CITY. .STATE. 



WAKE  HANDS  WITH  SUCCESS 
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it  is  in  merchandising.  As  true  in  your  theatre  as  it  is  in  your  retail  stores. 

*  The  masses  may  not  understand  advertising  but  they  succumb  to  its  wiles 

. . .  the  better  the  advertising  the  more  they  succumb.  They  may  not  know  a 

layout  from  a  layette  ...  or  a  headline  from  a  clothesline . . .  but  you  know 

when  a  combination  of  layout  and  copy  hits  them  where  they  live,  because 

that's  the  combination  which  makes  them  step  up  and  buy . . .  that's  the 

combination  you  want  in  your  theatre . . .  that's  the  combination  we  give  you 
in  TRAILERS  . . .  LOBBY  DISPLAYS  and  STANDARD  ACCESSORIES . . . 

★  And  that's  why  we  say  "give  yourself  the  breaks  .  .  .  Use  All  Three". 

nflTIOnHL^c*^  SERVICE  •  A  ATI  OR  A  L^***1  ACCESSORIES 

ADVERTISIRG  ACCESSARIES. mr 
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Drama  Guild 

Approves  Film 

Play  Backing 

Amendments  Open  Way 
For  Immediate  Action 

Opening  the  way  for  film  back- 
ing of  Broadway  plays,  approval  of 

amendments  to  the  basic  agreement 
between  the  League  of  New  York 
Theatres  and  the  Dramatists  Guild 

to  permit  film  companies  to  pur- 
chase film  rights  in  advance  of  pro- 

duction, was  given  at  a  Guild  meet- 
ing at  the  Music  Box  yesterday. 

The  amendments  go  into  effect  im- 
mediately for  an  experimental 

period  of  one  year. 
The  new  changes  provide  for 

a  ceiling  on  the  price  to  be  paid 
to  the  author  for  film  rights, 
which  is  based  on  the  length  of 
the  play's  run;  an  opportunity to  the  film  company  to  cancel 
its  purchase  by  abandoning  its 
first  payments;  and  a  provision 
to  permit  a  film  company  to  use 
a  manager  from  its  own  employ 
if  two  regular  Broadway  man- 

agers refuse  to  produce  a  play 
in  which  the  company  is  inter- 
ested. 

Although  the  full  text  of  the  amend- 
ments was  not  released,  a  Guild 

spokesman  declared  that  in  its  present 
form  the  basic  agreement  is  satisfac- 

tory to  both  Broadway  managers  and 
(.Continued  on  page  4) 

SAG,  Extras 

Hit  Breach 

Hollywood,  Nov.  12— The  Screen 
Actors  Guild  board  of  directors  and 
the  Class  B  Council,  governing  group 
for  extras,  today  came  to  an  open 
breach  as  the  board  ordered  an  im- 

mediate referendum  of  extras  on  the 
question  of  abolishing  the  Council. 
Ballots  will  be  mailed  Thursday. 
A  mounting  dispute  was  climaxed 

early  today  when  the  Council  ap- 
pointed committees  to  discuss  with 

other  A.  F.  of  L.  unions  and  the 
N.L.R.B.  its  campaign  to  obtain  a 
greater  voice  for  extras  in  the  S.A.G. 

;  In  a  letter  to  Council  members, 
Edward  Arnold,  S.A.G.  president, 
warned  them  against  participating  in 

'  the  committees  which,  he  said,  are unofficial. 

And  the  Red  Carpet— 
rT1  HE  following  is  from  an 
■*-  Associated  Press  dispatch 
from  Berlin,  published  yester- 

day in  the  New  York  Post: 
"  Molotoff's  special 

train  halted  several  hundred 
feet  from  the  spot  on  the 
platform  where  it  had  been 
expected  to  stop,  and  a  large 
assembly  of  German  digni- 

taries, augmented  by  the 
Japanese,  Turkish  and  Chi- 

nese ambassadors  and  the 
Italian  charge  d'affaires,  had 
to  move  hurriedly  forward  to 
greet  the  visitor. 
"A  similar  scene  occurs  in 

Charles  Chaplin's  'The  Great 

Dictator.' " 

Dipson  Buys  Basil 

Upstate  Interests 
Buffalo,  Nov.  12.— The  sale  of 

Basil  Brothers'  theatre  interests  in 
Dipson-Basil  Theatres  to  Nikitas  D. 
Dipson  of  Batavia  and  Buffalo  was 
announced  today  by  Nicholas  J.  Basil, 
president.  The  deal  is  reported  to  in- 

clude the  Bailey  and  Century  theatres 
in  Buffalo,  the  Franklin  and  Ridge 
theatres  in  Lackawanna,  the  Star  in 
Tonawanda,  and  the  Riviera  in  North 
Tonawanda. 

This  is  the  third  time  in  the  last 
few  years  the  Century,  a  leading 
downtown  house,  has  changed  hands. 

U.A.,  M.P.T.O.,  PARA. 

PARTNERS  JOIN  IN 

OPPOSING  DECREE 

Columbia,  Allied  and  Other  Exhibitor  Units 

Also  Intend  to  Contest  Pact  Approval 

In  U.  S.  Court  Tomorrow 

United  Artists,  the  M.P.T.O.A.  and  certain  Paramount  theatre 
associates  will  oppose  approval  of  the  consent  decree  at  the  hearing 
before  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  in  U.  S.  District  court 
here  tomorrow,  in  addition  to  other  organizations  whose  decisions 
to  oppose  the  decree  were  made  earlier.  The  M.P.T.O.A.  decision 
was  made  in  a  poll  of  directors  completed  yesterday  by  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall,  president  of  the  national  organization. 

Agent  Gets  Verdict 

From  Sonja  Henie 
Dennis  R.  Scanlan  yesterday  won  a 

jury  award  of  $77,113  with  interest  as 
agent's  commissions  against  Sonja 
Henie  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  yes- 

terday after  trial  before  Justice  Aron 
Steuer.  Scanlan  will  be  entitled  to  a 
percentage  of  the  future  film  earnings 
of  the  defendant,  including  a  share 
of  $135,000  which  she  will  receive  for 
her  next  picture  for  20th  Century- 
Fox.     Miss  Henie  will  appeal. 

'Noble  Experiment, 9  Says 

Disney  of  His  'Fantasia' By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 
Walt  Disney  told  the  trade  press 

yesterday  that  he  looks  upon  his  "Fan- 
tasia" as  a  "noble  experiment"  which 

can  mean  either 
very  much  or 
very  little  to 
the  film  in- 

dustry. The 
film  will  have 
its  premiere  to- 
night  at  the 
Broadway  The- 

atre and  to- 
morrow will 

start  on  its 
two-a-day  en- 

gagement. Last 
night  a  press 
preview  was held. "I'll  be  happy 

if  I  get  my  mon- 
ey back  on  it,"  the  producer  said. The  production  cost  was  $2,200,000, 

Walt  Disney 

as  compared  with  $1,600,000  for 
"Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs," 
and  cannot  be  presented  on  any  ordi- 

nary theatre  sound  reproducing  equip- 
ment. The  picture  is  recorded  on 

RCA  equipment.  Because  of  necessity 
of  special  and  costly  equipment  for  ex- 

hibition of  the  film,  Disney  finds  him- 
self compelled  personally  to  lease  the- 

MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY's 
review  of  "Fantasia"  will  be 
published  tomorrow. 

atres  for  its  exhibition,  and  to  pur- 
chase the  special  sound  reproducing 

equipment  which  is  required. 
At  the  Broadway,  where  the  first 

unit  has  been  installed,  the  cost  was 
$100,000.  Subsequent  units,  of  which 
there  will  be  11,  will  cost  $30,000  each. 
Disney  is  bearing  the  entire  equipment 
cost.  Even  though  the  equipment 
should  become  widely  used  in  the  in- {Continued  on  page  4) 

exhibitor  organ- izations which 
also  will  appear 

in  opposition 
are:  M.  P.  T.  O. 
of  North  and 
South  Carolina, 
M.  P.  T.  O.  of 
Connecticut,  M. 
P.  T.  O.  of 
Western  New 
York,  and  the 
U.  M.  P.  T.  O. 

of   Eastern        Ed  Kuykendall P  e  n  n  s  y  1  - 
vania,  Southern  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware,  all  affiliates  of  the  M.  P. 
T.  O.  A.    Others  whose  decisions 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Cole  'Disappointed' 
With  Government 

Dallas,  Nov.  12.— Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
president  of  national  Allied  and  Allied 
of  Texas,  today  expressed  consider- 

able disappointment  with  the  Govern- 
ment's course  in  the  consent  decree. 

He  is  presiding  at  a  two-day  conven- 
tion of  the  state  organization,  which 

opened  today. 

Cole  said  the  decree  has  "many 
good  and  bad  points"  but  is  short  of service  to  the  independents  because 
of  important  omissions.  However,  he 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Reviewed  Today 

A  review  of  "Little  Nellie 
Kelly"  will  be  found  on  page  4. 
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Hollywood  Speeds 

Work  on  Defense 
Personal  Mention 

Hollywood,  Nov.  12. — Preparations 
for  national  defense  participation  here 
moved  forward  yesterday,  when  Col. 
A.  D.  Bruce  of  the  Army  general 
staff,  and  Major  Robert  Schlosberg 
of  the  Photographic  Corps  arrived 
here  with  Gordon  Mitchell,  secretary 
of  the  Research  Council  of  the  Acad- 

emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sci- ences. 

The  army  men  conferred  with  Dar- 
ryl  F.  Zanuck,  chairman  of  the  coun- 

cil, on  the  next  steps  in  the  production 
of  educational  films  for  service  men, 
and  returned  to  Washington  later  in 
the  day. 

Interviews  were  conducted  by  Ma- 
jor Schlosberg  and  Major  Nathan 

Levinson,  with  a  view  to  commis- 
sioning junior  writers  for  service  at 

Fort  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  where  they 

will  prepare  the  scripts  of  the  sub- 
jects for  the  men  in  training. 

A  full  meeting  of  the  Producers 
Committee  for  National  Defense,  tin- 

der Y.  Frank  Freeman,  chairman,  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  later  this  week. 

New  Production  Is 

Started  in  England 

London,  Nov.  12.— British  National 

Films,  Ltd.,  yesterday  launched  pro- 
duction on  "Love  on  the  Dole"  at  the 

Rock  Studios,  Elstree.  John  Baxter 
is  directing  and  Deborah  Kerr  is 
starred.  The  picture  is  said  to  be 
designed  particularly  for  the  United 
States  market. 

The  next  film  at  the  studio  will  be 

Leslie  Howard's  "Pimpernel  Smith." 
George  Parish,  chairman  of  British 
National,  stated  that  the  company  is 
spending  about  $600,000  on  the  next 
four  films,  and,  contingent  upon  the 
availability  of  studio  space,  will  make 
eight  next  year. 

Jackson  Due  Here 

For  British  Charity 
London,  Nov.  12. — Louis  Jackson, 

head  of  Anglo-American  Film  Corp., 
will  leave  Nov.  22,  planning  to  travel 
by  Clipper  plane  to  New  York. 

He  stated  that  he  is  not  going  to  the 
United  States  on  film  business,  but 
has  been  appointed  to  organize  a  char- 

ity fund  for  British  soldiers,  sailors 
and  airmen,  which  aims  at  a  total  col- 

lection of  $25,000,000. 

Miss  Dragonette, 

Dieterle  at  Ampa 
William  Dieterle,  director,  and 

Jessica  Dragonette  have  been  added  to 
the  Ampa  luncheon  program  tomor- 

row at  the  Hotel  Edison.  Miss 
Dragonette  will  sing.  The  guest 
speaker,  as  announced,  will  be  Edgar 
Kobak,  NBC  vice-president,  whose 
topic  will  be  "You're  in  Show  Busi- 

ness, Too !" 

CEA  Council  Meets 

At  Blackpool  Today 
London,  Nov.  12.— The  General 

Council  of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibi- 
tors Association  will  meet  tomorrow 

at  Blackpool,  near  London. 

AMBASSADOR  Joseph  P.  Ken- nedy left  for  the  Coast  by  TWA 
last  night  to  visit  his  son,  Jack,  who 
is  a  student  at  Leland  Stanford  Uni- 

versity, Palo  Alto. 
• 

George  F.  French,  manager  of  the 
RKO  Albee,  Providence,  attended  the 
"Fantasia"  preview  last  night  with 
Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  film  editor  of 
the  Providence  Journal. 

James  P.  Clark,  president  of  Hor- 
lacher  Delivery  Service,  has  been  ap- 

pointed chairman  of  the  theatres  divi- 
sion for  the  United  Charities  Cam- 

paign in  Philadelphia. 

Florence  Kipp,  RKO  division  book- 
er in  Cincinnati,  has  returned  from  a 

vacation  at  Miami  Beach. 
• 

Bettie-Cole  McCune  was  married 
recently  to  Morton  Truog  of  Nation- 

al Screen  Service,  son  of  William 
Truog,  United  Artists  Kansas  City 
manager. 

• 

Sonja  Henie,  her  mother,  and  Ar- 
thur Wirtz,  her  partner,  left  for 

Hollywood  last  night  on  the  TWA 
Stratoliner. 

Protest  Providence 

Police  Censorship 
Providence,  Nov.  12. — Absolute  po- 

lice power  in  censorship  situations 
here  was  decried  by  Roger  Baldwin, 
director  of  the  National  Civil  Liber- 

ties Union,  at  the  first  Fall  meeting  of 
the  Rhode  Island  branch.  Providence, 
with  Detroit  and  Chicago,  are  the  only 
U.S.  cities  in  which  police  jurisdic- 

tion over  films,  stage  plays  and  pub- 
lications is  exercised  without  recourse 

to  judicial  review  and  trial  by  jury, 
Baldwin  declared. 

The  meeting  appointed  a  committee 
headed  by  Prof.  Edwin  M.  J.  Kretz- 
man  of  Brown  University  to  investi- 

gate the  possibilities  of  appeal  from 
police  censorship. 

Karloff  in  Play 
Boris  Karloff  has  been  signed  as 

one  of  the  leads  in  the  stage  play, 
"Arsenic  and  Old  Lace,"  by  Joseph 
Kesselring,  which  will  open  on 
Broadway  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
Howard  Lindsay  and  Russel  Crouse 
are  the  producers. 

News  Men  Address  Club 
Second  of  a  series  of  talks  sponsored 

by  the  Paramount  Pep  Club  educa- 
tional committee  was  held  last  night 

with  Austin  C.  Keough  presiding. 
Speakers  were  William  C.  Park  and 
Lewis  Buddy  of  Paramount  News. 

CC.  PETTIJOHN,  general  coun- .     sel  of  the  M.P.P.D.A.,  is  in 
Washington  today. 

• 

Monroe  Greenthal,  Edward  Pes- 
kay  and  John  Wright  lunching  yes- 

terday at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). 

Joseph  Moskowitz,  J.  J.  Milstein, 
Martin    Moskowitz,  William 
Brandt  and  Hal  Young  at  Lindy's 
(51st  St.)  yesterday  for  lunch. • 

William  A.  Scully,  George 
Schwartz,  Al  Margolies,  Betty 
Goldsmith  and  Mort  Wormser  at 
the  Tavern  for  lunch  yesterday. 

Fred  Thompson,  Robert  Benja- 
min, Guy  Bolton,  Kenneth  Mac- Kenna,  Al  Richard,  Max  Gordon, 

Owen  Davis,  Russel  Crouse,  Bos- 
ley  Crowther,  Claire  Booth  and 
Marcus  Heiman  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Sardi's. 
• 

William  White,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  Lou  Dreyfus,  Harry 
Brandt,  Tom  Connors  and  John  W. 
Hicks  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in 
the  Astor  yesterday  for  lunch. 

L.  A.  Branch  Wins 

Republic  Contest 
Republic's  Los  Angeles  exchange, 

of  which  F.  A.  Bateman  is  manager, 

finished  first  in  the  "Dark  Command" 
$5,000  gross  contest  which  ran  seven 
months,  James  R.  Grainger,  president, 

disclosed  yesterday  at  the  company's 
Eastern  regional  sales  meeting  here. 
The  branch  will  receive  $1,500. 
Other  winners  are :  Philadelphia, 

Max  Gellis,  manager,  $1,250;  New 
York,  Morris  Epstein,  manager,  $1,- 
000 ;  New  Haven,  Sam  Seletsky,  $750, 
and  Washington,  Sam  and  Jacob  Elax, 

$500. Hollywood  Players 

To  Tucson  Opening 
Hollywood,  Nov.  12. — More  than  a 

score  of  Hollywood  personalities  will 
leave  here  tomorrow  for  Tucson  for 
a  three-day  celebration  in  connection 
with  the  world  premiere  of  Columbia's "Arizona"  at  five  theatres  on  Friday. 

In  the  contingent  will  be  Charles 
Ruggles,  who  will  be  master  of  cere- 

monies ;  Jean  Arthur,  William  Hold- 
en,  Porter  Hall,  Warren  William, 
Regis  Toomey,  Paul  Harvey,  Rita 
Hayworth,  Glenn  Ford,  Paul  Lukas, 
Jack  Holt,  John  Mack  Brown,  Fay 
Wray,  Guy  Kibbee. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

THE  domestic  front  takes  the  spot- light in  the  midweek  issues,  with 

a  recording  of  President  Roosevelt's Armistice  Day  plea  and  Wendell  Will- 
kie's  "loyal  opposition"  speech.  The 
collapse  of  the  Tacoma,  Wash.,  bridge 
is  another  headliner.  The  contents: 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  19— Roose- velt and  Willkie  plead  for  unity.  Tacoma 
bridge  collapses.  Vesuvius  is  again  ac- tive. Air  raid  damage  in  England.  Neville 
Chamberlain  dies.  Churchill  tours  defenses 
in  Scotland.  Air  pilots  trained  at  Kelly- 
Field,  Tex.  Football. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  217— Tacoma bridge  falls.  Roosevelt  in  Armistice  Day ceremonies.  Willkie  urges  loyal  opposition. 

London  after  air  raids.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  22— Wash- ington  hails  Roosevelt.  Chamberlain  dies. 

Japanese  Emperor  inspects  mechanized units.  Willkie  in  post -election  speech. 
Football.  Suspension  bridge  in  Tacoma  col- lapses. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  22— Bridge  in 

Tacoma  snaps.  Roosevelt  returns  to  Wash- ington. Willkie  urges  loyal  opposition. 
Chamberlain  dies.  Football. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  927— Tacoma  bridge  crashes.  Roosevelt  returns 

to  Washington.  Aviatrix  Cochran  wins 
award.  Mount  Vesuvius  in  eruption.  Foot- ball. 

Greater  Union  Net  in 

9  Months  $200,000 
Net  profit  in  excess  of  _  $200,000 

is  reported  by  Greater  Union  The- 
atres, Australia,  for  the  first  nine 

months  of  1940,  according  to  cabled 
reports  to  New  York,  Capt.  Harold 
Auten,  American  representative  of 
the  company,  disclosed  yesterday. 

The  figures  are  regarded  as  signif- icant here  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  bulk  of  the  earnings  are  from  the 
company's  theatres,  which  have  access 
only  to  Columbia,  Universal,  Mono- 

gram and  Republic  product.  The- 
atre's share  of  the  nine  months'  earn- 

ings are  estimated  at  $150,000 ;  ap- 
proximately $42,500  is  from  British 

Empire  Films,  a  distribution  sub- 
sidiary, and  the  balance  is  from  Cine- 

sound  Productions  and  National  The- 
atre Supplies,  affiliated  companies. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  circuit 
has  been  headed  by  Norman  B. 
Rydge,  and  most  of  the  improvement 
in  earnings  has  been  made  under  his 
management.  In  addition,  large  ex- 

penditures have  been  made  on  theatre 
construction  and  renovation  during his  tenure. 
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Close  Swiss  Houses  on  Mondays 
ALL  theatres  in  Switzerland  will  be  closed  on  Mondays  for  the 

balance  of  the  Winter  under  an  emergency  ruling  designed 
to  conserve  fuel  supplies,  home  office  foreign  departments  were 
advised  by  their  Geneva  offices  yesterday.  The  usual  schedule  of 
three  shows  daily  will  be  followed  by  the  Swiss  theatres  on  other 
days. 

All  Swiss  offices,  including  film  exchanges,  will  be  closed  on  Sat- 
urdays under  the  same  order,  but  will  remain  open  slightly  longer 

on  other  days. 
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Feature  Review 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly" (M-G-M) 
HERE  is  pleasant,  tuneful  and  wholly  good-humored  entertainment, 

in  a  cinematic  version  of  the  well-remembered  musical  comedy 
of  1922- '23,  by  the  inimitable  George  M.  Cohan. 

The  intrinsic  entertainment  of  the  piece,  which  herein  is  somewhat 
less  musical  than  probably  was  true  on  the  stage,  is  made  still  more 
attractive  by  a  trio  of  splendid  performances,  offered  by  Judy  Gar- 

land, Charles  Winninger  and  George  Murphy. 
Norman  Taurog,  director,  gave  the  film  pep  and  pace  and  the  screen- 

play by  Jack  McGowan  has  emphasized  the  comedy  elements,  so  ably 
supplied  by  Winniger,  and  has  treated  not  too  heavily  the  moments  of 

drama  which  dot  the  continuity.  "Nellie  Kelly,  I  Love  You"  and 
"Singin'  in  the  Rain"  are  the  two  catchy  tunes  which*  should  set  audi- 

ences to  humming  as  they  leave  the  theatre.  Arthur  Freed,  who  pro- 
duced the  film,  wrote  the  latter  with  Nacio  Herb  Brown,  while  Cohan 

did  the  former. 
The  yarn  is  of  Nellie  and  her  shiftless  but  lovable  father,  who  pro- 

tests when  she  falls  in  love  with  Murphy.  They  all  come  to  America 
from  Ireland,  and  Murphy  becomes  a  policeman  the  day  his  wife  dies 
giving  birth  to  Little  Nellie  Kelly.  Judy  Garland  plays  the  dual  role, 
although  she  is  not  too  happily  cast  in  the  former  role,  she  more  than 
makes  up  for  that  in  the  latter.  Douglas  McPhail,  with  whom  she  falls 
in  love  as  Little  Nellie,  contributes  much  with  his  splendid  voice.  The 
film  concerns  the  attempt  of  both  Nellies  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia- 

tion between  her  father  and  grandfather. 

Running  time,  100  minutes.   "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

'Noble  Experiment, 9  Says 

Disney  of  His  'Fantasia9 

Alignment  Is 

Set  Against 

U.S.  Decree 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

to  oppose  the  decree  were  made 
earlier  include  Allied  of  New  York, 
an  M.  P.  T.  O.  A.  affiliate;  Allied 
States  Association ;  New  York  I.  T. 
O.  A.  and  Pacific  Coast  Conference 

of  Independent  Theatre  Owners. 
Columbia  will  also  oppose  the  decree 

and  will  object  to  the  Government's petition  for  leave  to  file  an  amended 
complaint  against  the  three  non-con- 

senting companies.  United  Artists 
and  Universal  are  also  considering 
making  objections  to  the  Govern- 

ment's petition.  Universal  will  not  ap- 
pear in  opposition  to  the  decree,  how- ever. 

Lineup  of  Counsel 

Edward  C.  Raftery,  of  O'Brien, Driscoll  &  Raftery,  United  Artists 
counsel,  will  appear  for  the  company. 
The  M.  P.  T.  O.  A.  has  retained 
Henry  G.  Gray  of  the  New  York  law 
firm  of  Gray,  Sage,  Todd  &  Sims,  to 
represent  it  at  the  hearing.  George 
P.  Aarons,  assistant  counsel  of  na- 

tional M.  P.  T.  O.  A.,  will  represent 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  organiza- 

tion and  will  collaborate  with  Gray. 
Herman  Levy,  counsel  for  the  Con- 

necticut M.  P.  T.  O.,  will  appear 
for  that  unit.  R.  B.  Wilby  and  Fred 
Kent  will  arrive  from  the  South  to- 

day to  oppose  the  decree  on  behalf  of 
the  Paramount  theatre  associates  and 
M.  P.  T.  O.  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  of  which  Wilby  is  a  mem- 
ber. 

Sidney  B.  Pfeiffer  of  Buffalo  will 
represent  M.  P.  T.  O.  of  Western 
New  York.  Paul  J.  Ziegler  of  Los 
Angeles  will  appear  for  the  Pacific 
Coast  Conference  of  Independent 
Theater  Owners ;  Jacob  Schechter  for 
Allied  of  New  York;  Abram  F. 
Myers  for  Allied  States ;  Milton  Weis- 
man  for  New  York  I.  T.  O.  A. 

Louis  D.  Frohlich  and  Herman 
Finkelstein  of  Schwartz  &  Frohlich, 
Columbia  counsel,  will  appear  for  that 
company. 

Other  Units  May  Join 
The  M.  P.  T.  O.  A.  had  contem- 

plated the  advisability  of  not  oppos- 
ing the  decree  in  court  so  that  it 

would  not  be  on  record  as  having 
had  a  Federal  court  hearing  of  its  ob- 

jections in  the  event  that  Congres- 
sional action  was  launched  against 

the  decree  in  the  future. 
Kuykendall  said  that  other  M.  P. 

T.  O.  A.  regional  units,  in  addition 
to  those  named,  may  also  send  rep- 

resentatives to  the  hearing  to  object 
to  the  decree. 

"The  M.  P.  T.  O.  A.  is  vigorously opposed  to  parts  of  the  consent  de- 
cree in  its  present  form,"  he  said. 

"We  feel  that  it  will  work  a  tremen- 
dous hardship  on  exhibitors,  particu- 
larly the  small,  independent  exhibitor. 

We  will  fight  to  the  limit  to  prevent 
it  from  becoming  a  law." 

Mrs.  Melcher  Dies 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  12. — Mrs.  Car- 

rie Melcher,  48,  wife  of  Reuben  Mel- 
cher, long  identified  with  the  film  and 

theatre  business  here,  died  Sunday  at 
Menorah  Hospital. 

G"  denotes  general  classification. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
dustry  there  is  no  provision  for  Disney 
to  participate  in  earnings  from  it. 

The  sound  units  will  be  installed  as 
rapidly  as  completed  in  a  maximum  of 
12  theatres  in  as  many  cities.  As  the 
runs  at  these  theatres  are  completed, 
the  equipment  will  be  transferred  to 
other  theatres  in  other  cities.  The  sec- 

ond opening  of  the  picture  will  be  in 
Los  Angeles  about  Dec.  27.  Subse- 

quent "first"  openings  will  be  in  Bos- 
ton, Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Washing- 
ton, Atlanta,  Minneapolis,  San  Fran- 

cisco, Seattle,  Salt  Lake  City  and 
Miami.  It  is  anticipated  that  it  will 
play  in  76  cities  during  the  next  two 
and  one-half  years. 

Disney  believes  the  picture  will  test 
his  contention  that  the  "industry  is  in 

Associates  Discuss 

Annual  Dinner  Party 

Motion  Picture  Associates  yester- 
day at  the  Astor  discussed  the  21st 

annual  dinner  dance  Nov.  20,  Jack 
Ellis,  president,  noting  that  revenue 
from  the  dinner  journal  will  be  ex- 

clusively for  charity.  Ellis  named 
various  personalities  who  will  at- 

tend the  function.  Leon  Bamberger 
of  RKO  and  Edward  A.  Golden  of 
Monogram  addressed  the  meeting. 

Hart  Draft  Board  Aide 

Vincent  G.  Hart,  formerly  with  the 
Hays  office,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
legal  staff  of  Col.  Arthur  V.  Mc- 
Dermott,  New  York  director  of  selec- 

tive service.  He  will  serve  on  Local 
Boards  23  and  24  in  Manhattan.  Dur- 

ing the  World  War  he  was  a  lieuten- ant. 

too  big  a  hurry  to  get  its  money  back 
on  its  pictures."  He  thinks  many  pic- tures suffer  lost  patronage  because 
they  are  off  the  screens  before  they 
have  realized  their  full  drawing  possi- 

bilities. The  long  runs  planned  for 
"Fantasia"  will  test  this  theory,  Disney believes. 

There  is  no  dialogue  in  "Fantasia" and  the  same  prints  used  here  can  be 
used  all  over  the  world. 

Disney  will  leave  for  the  Coast  at 
the  end  of  the  week.  He  has  four 
feature  length  cartoons  in  work,  all  of 
which  will  be  distributed  through 
RKO  in  the  usual  way.  They  are : 
"The  Reluctant  Dragon,"  to  be  re- 

leased in  January ;  "Bambi,"  in  May ; 
"Dumbo,"  in  July,  and  "Peter  Pan" next  October. 

License  Is  Suspended 
Columbus,  Nov.  12. — William  S. 

Evatt,  head  of  the  Ohio  Tax  Commis- 
sion, has  suspended  for  30  days  the 

license  of  F.  C.  Buben,  operating  the 
National,  at  Akron,  for  failure  to  pay 
$426.63,  overdue  the  state  on  admis- sion taxes  and  assessments. 

Has  Old  Chaplin  Short 
The  King  of  Comedy  Co.  is  releas- 

ing an  old  Charlie  Chaplin  comedy, 
running  14  minutes,  titled  "In  the 
Bank."  New  synchronized  timing  is 
used  in  the  reissue,  which  is  currently 
playing  the  Globe. 

Chevalier  Film  Booked 

A  new  French  film,  "The  Man  of 
the  Hour,"  starring  Maurice  Cheva- 

lier, will  open  at  the  55th  Street  Play- 
house on  Nov.  21.  Directed  by  Julien 

Duvivier,  the  film  is  released  in  this 
country  by  Trio  Films,  Inc. 

Drama  Guild 

Approves  Film 

Play  Backing 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 

the  film  companies.  Amendments  were 
passed  last  year  but  neither  the  man- 

agers nor  the  film  companies  would accept  it. 
The  Guild  has  served  formal  notice 

that  the  existing  contract  will  termi- 
nate March  1  and  that  a  new  one  for 

the  next  five  years  must  be  negotiated. 
No  change  will  be  sought  in  the  new 
agreement  in  the  provision  which  gives 
a  manager  the  right  to  share  in  film 
purchases  for  a  period  of  10  years. 
However,  radio,  stock  and  amateur 
rights  will  remain  with  the  manager 
for  a  period  of  five  years  after  the 
closing  of  the  play  instead  of  the  pres- 

ent complicated  arrangement. 
The  Guild  will  also  insist  that  all 

plays  produced  be  written  by  Guild members.  At  present,  a  manager  may 
put  on  one  British  play  and  an  unlim- ited number  of  foreign  language  plays 
during  each  year,  although  in  the  case 
of  foreign  language  plays,  the  adapter 
must  be  a  Guild  member. 
The  Guild  approved  the  National 

Experimental  Theatre  for  a  period  of 
one  year.  A  board,  chosen  equally 
from  the  Guild  and  Actors  Equity, 
will  decide  what  plays  may  be  pro- 

duced. Actors  will  work  without  sal- 
ary, and  the  dramatist  will  surrender 

control  of  the  play  for  six  months. 
Theatres  must  be  donated  free,  per- 

formances are  limited  to  three,  and 
no  admissions  may  be  charged.  If  a 
manager  purchases  the  play,  he  must 
pay  two  per  cent  of  the  gross  during the  run  of  the  play. 
Rachel  Crothers,  Philip  Dunning, 

Paul  Green,  Melvin  Levy,  Elizabeth 
McFadden,  Eugene  O'Neill  and  Ar- thur Richman  were  reelected  to  the 
Guild  council.  Dorothy  Fields,  Claire 
Boothe  and  Irwin  Shaw  were  added 
as  new  members. 

Cole  'Disappointed' 
With  Government 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

said  the  independents  will  continue 
to  strive  for  relief  and  that  their 
battle  will  eventually  succeed  because 
of  "increasing  pressure." 
"The  opposition,"  he  said,  "is  on 

the  defensive  on  many  fronts  and  on 
the  offensive  on  none,  which  is  sig- 

nificant that  success  may  not  come 
in  spectacular  victory  but  in  a  con- 

tinuing series  of  small  gains." Among  the  speakers  today  were 
H.  M.  Richey,  assistant  to  William 
F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales 
manager;  E.  C.  Mills,  Ascap  execu- 

tive, and  Stanley  Neal  of  National 
Screen  Service.  Sidney  Samuelson 
of  Philadelphia,  chairman  of  the  Al- 

lied Information  Department,  dis- 
cussed product  buying  statistics,  in- 

dicating terms  given  independents  are not  uniform. 

'Ireland'  to  Squire 

"Here  Is  Ireland,"  color  film  of 
Ireland,  released  by  Irish  American 
Film  Corp.,  which  played  the  Belmont 
recently,  will  start  an  indefinite  run 
at  the  Squire  on  Saturday. 



Ext™!  THE  NEW 

ESCAPE 

CLAUSE! 

In  the  event  that  a  picture  should  immedi- 

ately establish  itself  as  a  sensational  box- 

office  attraction  — 

For  instance,  if  it  should  be  playing  a 

3rd  week  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  N.  Y. 

and  continue  to  do  outstanding  business — 

Likewise,  if  in  all  early  bookings  such  as 

cities  like  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco, 

Detroit,  Denver,  Akron,  Cleveland,  Harris- 

burg,  Reading,  Memphis,  etc.,  it  should  be 

an  extraordinary  commercial  success  — 

In  such  an  instance,  it  is  agreed  that  the  show- 

men of  America  should  clear  their  booking 

schedules  to  permit  long  and  successful 

extended  engagements  of  such  a  picture. 

Such  a  picture  is  M-G-M's  ''ESCAPE"  starring 
NORMA  SHEARER,  ROBERT  TAYLOR  with 

Conrad  Veidt,  Nazimova,  Felix  Bressart, 

Albert  Bassermann,  Philip  Dorn,  Bonita 

Granville.  A  Mervyn  LeRoy  Production. 

Screen  Play  by  Arch  Oboler  and  Marguerite 

Roberts.  Based  on  the  novel  "Escape"  by 
Ethel  Vance.  Produced  by  Lawrence 

Weingarten.  Directed  by  Mervyn  LeRoy. 
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Air  Defense 

Board  to  Name 

11  Committees 

Washington,  Nov.  12. — Eleven  in- 
dustry committees,  two  of  them  con- 
cerned with  broadcasting,  will  be  set 

up  by  the  Defense  Communications 
Board  to  plan  communications  control 
in  the  event  of  a  national  emergency, 
FCC  Chairman  James  L.  Fly  an- 

nounced today. 
Four  Main  Committees 

The  board  itself  will  have  four  com- 
mittees, including  coordinating,  law, 

labor  and  industry  advisory  groups,  to 
work  out  broad  principles.  The  11  in- 

dustry committees  will  operate  under 
the  Coordinating  Committee. 

Nominations  for  the  various  com- 
mittees will  be  obtained  from  the  inter- 

ested companies  and  groups,  and  the 
personnel  of  most  of  them  will  be  com- 

pleted within  two  weeks,  Fly  said.  The 
coordinating  committee,  the  most  im- 

portant, will  be  headed  by  E.  K.  Jett, 
FCC  chief  engineer,  other  members 
being  Francis  C.  DeWolf,  of  the  inter- 

national communications  division  of 
the  State  Department;  Major  W.  T. 
Guest  of  the  War  Department ;  Com- 

mander J.  F.  Farley  of  the  Coast 
Guard ;  and  Commander  Earl  E. 
Stone  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Scope  of  Work 
The  two  broadcasting  committees  to 

be  set  up  will  deal,  respectively,  with 
problems  of  domestic  and  international 
broadcasting.  The  duties  of  the  do- 

mestic committee  will  include  the  study 
of  the  physical  aspects  of  standard 
broadcasting  and  the  formulation  of 
recommendations  of  "such  precautions, 
supplementary  facilities  and  realloca- 

tions as  it  shall  deem  desirable  under 

foreseeable  military  conditions,"  it  was 
explained.  It  will  also  consider  other  do- 

mestic broadcasting  systems,  including 
relay,  frequency  modulation,  television, 
facsimile  and  experimental  broadcasting 
with  a  view  to  making  recommenda- 

tions for  their  speedy  and  efficacious 
use.  A  similar  responsibility  will  be 
placed  upon  the  international  commit- 
tee. 

Another  committee  will  be  an  inter- 
departmental radio  advisory  committee, 

on  which  members  of  the  present  com- 
mittee of  the  same  name  now  serve. 

Named  Salesman 
Denver,  Nov.  12. — George  Thaw- 

son,  formerly  assistant  booker  at  the 
20th  Century-Fox  exchange  here,  has 
been  promoted  to  salesman,  succeed- 

ing William  Caldwell,  resigned.  How- 
ard Metzger  succeeds  Thawson. 

WHOM  Scoops  on 
Elizabeth  Sailing 

WHOM  scored  a  scoop  yes- 
terday with  an  eye  witness 

account  of  the  Queen  Eliza- 
beth sailing.  The  WHOM 

transmitter  is  at  the  foot  of 
Washington  Street,  Jersey 
City,  directly  opposite  the 
pier,  and  Rocco  Albanese,  an 
engineer,  went  on  the  air  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life  with 
the  description. 

CBS  Devises  Color 
Television  in  Studio 

Rochester,  Nov.  12.  —  Color 
television  by  direct  pickup  in 
the  studio  has  been  achieved 
at  CBS  laboratories,  Peter  C. 
Goldmark,  CBS  chief  televi- 

sion engineer,  today  told  the 
joint  Fall  meeting  of  the  In- 

stitute of  Radio  Engineers 
and  the  Radio  Manufacturers 
Association.  Up  to  now,  such 
experiments  have  been  lim- 

ited to  films.  Goldmark  de- 
clared that,  although  better 

lighting  is  needed  for  color 
than  for  black  and  white,  he 
is  convinced  that  lighting  will 
not  be  a  problem.  Equipment 
is  now  being  built  for  a  dem- 

onstration to  the  FCC  and 
the  press,  Goldmark  added. 

Plans  Pittsburgh  Drive-In 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  12.  —  Norbert 

Stern  will  begin  building  a  second 
drive-in  theatre  Jan.  1,  east  of  here. 
It  will  cost  $20,000,  and  accommodate 
600  cars.  Stern  opened  Pittsburgh's first  drive-in  theatre  in  August,  near 
South  Park.  It  accommodated  300 
cars,  was  closed  Oct  15  and  will  re- 

open May  1.  George  Davis  is  man- 
ager. 

Renovating  in  Bridgeport 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Nov.  12. — The 

Rialto  Theatre,  now  closed  for  com- 
plete renovation,  is  being  furnished 

with  new  doors,  concrete  floors, 
equipment,  chairs  and  decoration. 

Takes  Kansas  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  12.  —  J.  H. 

Neely  of  Wichita,  Kan.,  has  taken 
over  the  Lowe  from  F.  L.  Lowe  at 
Sterling,  Kan.  Lowe  still  operates 
houses  in  Lyons,  Hoisington  and 
Hays,  Kan. 

Named  Fox  Assistant 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  12. — Paul  Gross, 

who  has  been  with  Fox  Midwest  The- 
atres in  Sedalia,  Mo.,  has  been  pro- 

moted to  assistant  manager  of  the 
Fox  houses  at  Fort  Madison,  la.,  un- 

der Chub  Golladay. 

Reopens  Theatre  in  Utica 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  12.— C.  R.  Hall 

of  Boonville  has  reopened  the  Carole 
Theatre  here.  A  subsequent  run  house, 
it  was  formerly  owned  by  L.  J.  Carkey 
and  will  be  renamed  the  Sunset  The- 
atre. 

Raze  Old  Ohio  Theatre 

Pomeroy,  O.,  Nov.  12. — The  Pome- 
roy  Opera  House,  built  in  1889,  and 
condemned  as  unsafe  in  1935,  is  being 
razed  under  orders  of  Ray  R.  Gill, 
State  Fire  Marshal. 

Remodel  2  Hamilton  Houses 

Hamilton,  O.,  Nov.  12. — New  mar- 
quees and  cooling  systems  will  be  in- 

stalled and  other  extensive  improve- 
ments made  at  the  Northio  Rialto  and 

Palace  here,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$50,000,  according  to  Tracy  Barham, 
general  manager. 

Extend  Filing  Date 

On  Briefs  to  F.  C.  C. 

Washington,  Nov.  12. — Final 
date  for  filing  of  briefs  on  the  FCC 
monopoly  report  has  been  extended  to 
Friday.  Argument  will  take  place 
on  Dec.  2  and  3,  as  originally  sched- 

uled. FCC  Chairman  James  L.  Fly 
explained  that  several  parties  had 
been  unable  to  prepare  their  briefs 
by  Nov.  11,  when  they  were  due,  and 
requested  an  extension. 

411  Stations  Now 

Aligned  with  BM1 
Four  additional  stations  have  joined 

Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  bringing  the  to- 
tal to  411,  Carl  Haverlin,  director  of 

station  relations,  disclosed  yesterday. 
The  new  stations  are  WHB,  Kansas 
City;  WEW,  St.  Louis;  KFDY, 
Brookings,  S.  D. ;  and  WFDR,  Hat- tiesburg,  Miss. 

Reopen  Shea  House  in  Ohio 
Zanesville,  O.,  Nov.  12.  —  The 

Quimby,  unit  of  the  local  Shea  cir- 
cuit, which  was  taken  over  from 

Zanesville  Theatres,  Inc.,  some  months 
ago,  has  reopened  after  having  been 
completely  redecorated  and  re- 
equipped.  The  house  will  operate  Fri- 

day, Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each 
week. 

Buys  Theatre  in  Iowa 
Nashua  la.,  Nov.  12. — G.  H.  Bal- 

lard of  Ackley,  la.,  has  bought  the 
Nashua  Theatre  here  from  C.  A.  Men- 
old.  Ballard's  brother,  L.  G.  Ballard, 
operates  the  Reo  at  Wall  Lake,  la. 

Miami  Managers  Shifted 
Miami,  Nov.  12.  —  Austin  Moon, 

former  manager  of  the  Colony,  is  now 
manager  of  the  Sheridan.  William 
Pratt  of  Atlanta  is  the  new  manager 
of  the  Colony. 

Installing  New  Lobby 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  12.  — ■  Harold 

Bernstein,  who  operates  the  suburban 
Plaza,  is  installing  a  new  lobby  and 
making  other  extensive  improve- 
ments. 

Brandt  Takes  the  Art 
The  Art  Theatre  at  University 

Place,  Manhattan,  recently  built  by 
Herman  Weingarten,  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Brandt  Circuit. 

Circuit  Takes  Over 

2  Missouri  Houses 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  12. — The 

Frisina  Mexico  Co.,  subsidiary  of  the 
Frisina  Amusement  Co.  of  Spring- 

field, 111.,  has  been  formed  to  take 
over  the  Liberty  and  Rex  Theatres 
at  Mexico,  Mo.,  from  the  Liberty 
Theatre  Co.  Cassius  M.  Clay,  presi- 

dent of  the  latter,  is  retiring  as  man- 
ager of  the  two  houses,  and  is  be- 

ing succeeded  by  Jerald  F.  Baker, 
formerly  manager  of  the  Waldo  and 
the  Granada  Theatres  for  Fox  Mid- 

west in  Greater  Kansas  City. 
Frisina,  which  now  operates  57 

houses  in  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Iowa, 
will  spend  $25,000  remodeling  the  two 
houses,  and  installing  new  seats,  car- 

pets, screens,  and  other  equipment  I 
and  furnishings.  I 

Supreme  Court 

Gets  Whiteman 

Record  Action 

Washington,  Nov.  12.  —  Paul 
Whiteman,  band  leader,  has  asked  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for  a  final 
judgment  regarding  the  rights  of  re 
cording  artists  against  the  unauthor-  ■• 
ized  broadcasting  of  the  recorded  mu- 

sic which  they  make  for  non-commer- cial use. 

Asks  Review  of  Decision 

The  band  leader  has  asked  for  a 
review  of  the  decision  of  the  Second 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  a  suit 
brought  against  the  WBO  Broadcast- 

ing Corp.,  and  Elin  Inc.,  to  restrain 
Station  WNEW,  New  York,  from 
broadcasting  phonograph  records  made 
and  sold  for  non-commercial  use.  RCA 
also  was  a  party  to  the  suit.  Station 
WBO  had  broadcast  nine  Whiteman 
records  in  a  program  sponsored  by 
Elin  Co. 

Ruled  Unfair  Competition 
In  the  New  York  district  Court, 

Judge  Vincent  Leibell  had  held  that 
station  announcements  of  the  records 

were  designed  to  persuade  the  audi- 
ence that  they  were  listening  to  live 

talent  and  that  the  broadcasting  of 
records  constituted  unfair  competition 
with  Whiteman.  This  decision  was  re- 

versed by  the  Circuit  Court,  holding 
that  the  sale  of  records  constituted 
publication  notwithstanding  restrictive 
notices  and  that  the  broadcasting  did 
not  constitute  unfair  competition. 

Photophone  Offers 

New  Record  Player 
A  new  record  player  unit  designed 

for  use  in  film  theatres  in  conjunc- 
tion with  film  sound  reproducing 

equipment  has  been  announced  by  the 
Photophone  Division  of  the  RCA 
Manufacturing  Co.  It  is  claimed  to 
be  useful  for  providing  music  be- 

tween shows,  or  in  making  special  an- 
nouncements with  the  aid  of  record- 

ings.   The  unit  weighs  25  pounds. 

Pius  XII  Honors  Brooks 
Pope  Pius  XII  has  bestowed  papal 

blessings  and  special  papal  favors  on 
Tom  Brooks,  radio  editor  of  the 
Journal  American,  for  efforts  in  "the 
interest  of  propagation  of  the  faith" in  connection  with  his  religious  broad- 

casts over  WNEW  Mondays  through 
Fridays  at  1 :50  P.  M. 

Warners  Develops 

New  Sound  System 

Hollywood,  Nov.  12.  —  An- nounced as  the  fruition  of 
five  years  of  research,  War- 

ners plan  to  install  "Vita- sound"  in  the  New  York 
Strand  and  the  Warners, 
Hollywood  and  Downtown 
here  and  later  in  all  Warner 
houses.  Developed  by  Major 
Nathan  Levinson,  the  new 
system  uses  a  second  track. 
It  requires  booth  equipment 
costing  about  $1,500. 

Theatre  Changes 
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Lack  of  Studio 

Space  Brings 

English  Crisis 

War  Time  Use  of  Plants 

May  Cut  Quota  Films 

London,  Nov.  13. — An  industry 
crisis  is  foreseen  with  the  decreas- 

ing availability  of  studio  space  in 
England,  as  a  result  of  the  taking 
over  of  the  facilities  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

American  companies  here  may 
be  unable  to  fulfill  all  their 
quota  obligations  unless  some 
action  is  taken  speedily.  Such 
a  situation  likewise  would  pre- 

vent the  intended  production  of 
films  in  this  country  designed 
for  the  world  market. 
The  usable  stages  at  the  moment  are 

limited,  and  producers  have  appealed 
to  the  British  Board  of  Trade  to  take 
immediate  action.   However,  the  board 
has  advised  certain  British  producers 
to  curtail  their  production  programs. 

The  Board  of  Trade  also  tentatively 
has  proposed  the  idea  of  concentrating 
all  production  in  one  studio,  but  this 
has  been  opposed  vehemently  by  pro- 

ducers and  all  studios  without  excep- 
tion. Although  the  board  is  sympa- 
thetic toward  the  industry's  problem, the  necessity  for  the  studio  space  for 

vital  war  work  probably  will  influence 
its  consideration. 
Notwithstanding  the  difficulties 

since  the  war,  the  studios  have  en- 
deavored to  keep  going,  but  the  sit- 

uation now  seems  critical. 

Kodak  Employes  to 

Share  $2,625,000 

Rochester,  Nov.  13. — A  1941  wage 
dividend  approximating  $2,625,000  to- 

day was  voted  by  the  directors  of 
Eastman  Kodak  to  all  employes,  pay- 

able March  24.  The  sum  represents 
an  increase  of  $262,669  over  1940. 
A  quarterly  dividend  of  $1.50  per 

share  on  the  common  stock  also  was 
declared  today,  with  a  regular  V/2  per 
cent  dividend  on  the  preferred  stock, 
which  amounts  to  about  $1.50  per 
share.  Both  will  be  paid  Jan.  2  to 
stockholders  of  record  Dec.  5. 

The  number  who  will  participate  in 
the  1941  dividend  has  not  been  deter- 

mined, but  last  March  the  payment 
was  divided  by  30,934  employees.  To- 

day's was  the  29th  wage  dividend  since 
the  plan  was  inaugurated  in  1912,  and 
will  bring  the  total  wage  dividend  to 
about  $48,275,000. 

Pact  Opponents  Represent 

98%  of  Nation's  Theatres 

Wobber  Sees  U.S. 

Defense  Spending 

As  Box-Office  Aid 

Hollywood,  Nov.  13. — Theatre  busi- 
ness around  the  country  has  shown 

great  improvement  since  the  election 
and  further  gains  may  be  expected 
when  the  flow  of  defense  expenditures 
starts,  Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century- 
Fox  general  sales  manager,  said  here 
today  on  his  arrival  for  studio  confer- 
ences. 

W obber  was  accompanied  by  Charles 
E.  McCarthy,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,  and  M.  A.  Levy,  Minne- 

apolis district  manager  and  Kent  Drive 
leader. 
Wobber  based  his  belief  of  a  coming 

business  increase  on  his  observations 
of  conditions  in  Canada.  "Before  the 
war,"  he  said,  "theatre  business  was 
off.  Then  when  the  Government  be- 

gan spending  money,  the  box-offices 
benefited.  Theatres  in  the  United 
States  will  have  the  same  impetus. 
Pictures  being  released  now  are  doing 
much  greater  business  than  they  would 
had  they  been  released  a  month  ago." 
Regarding  the  consent  decree, 

Wobber  said  that  the  companies  have 
until  August  1  to  prepare  to  abide  by 
its  conditions  and  therefore  his  com- 

pany is  making  no  particular  plans 
now  to  meet  changes  which  will  be 
required,  as  "there  is  plenty  of  time." 

Three  More  Units  Send  Representatives 

To  Federal  Court  Hearing  on  Decree 

Here  Today;  Plans  Worked  Out 

Reviewed  Today 

Reviews  of  "Fantasia"  and "You'll  Find  Out"  will  be 
found  on  Page  5.  A  review 
of  "The  Letter"  appears  on 
Page  6. 

UNIVERSALIS  STATUS  DELAYING 
BRITISH  CURRENCY  AGREEMENT 

Uncertainty  as  to  whether  or  not  Universal  is  included  in  the 
$12,000,000  remittance  proposal  advanced  by  Britain  for  the  next 
12  months  is  further  delaying  conclusion  of  a  new  monetary  agree- 

ment between  the  major  companies  and  London,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Universal  had  a  separate  remittance  agreement  during  the  12 
months  period  ended  Nov.  1.  In  making  its  new  proposal,  however, 
London  is  reported  to  have  contemplated  inclusion  of  Universal, 
whereas  the  major  film  companies,  including  Universal  itself,  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  $12,000,000  applied  only  to  seven 
companies  and  that  Universal  again  would  make  a  separate  agree- ment. 

In  addition,  corollary  proposals  covering  the  investment  of  blocked 
sterling  by  American  companies  and  the  use  of  blocked  sterling  for 
purchase  of  British  films  also  are  still  undetermined.  An  agree- 

ment is  expected  soon,  however. 

Approximately  98  percent  of  the  nation's  theatres  will  be  repre- 
sented by  spokesmen  who  will  appear  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court 

here  today  in  opposition  to  the  New  York  case  consent  decree, 

according  to  experts'  calculations. Three  more  exhibitor  units  sent 

representatives  to  New  York  yes- 
terday to  oppose  the  entering  of 

the  decree  at  the  hearing  before 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 

They  are  the  M.P.T.O.  of  Vir- 
ginia, represented  by  Robert  T. 

Barton,  attorney;  the  Texas  T.  O. 
Protective  Association,  represented 

by  Judge  Roy  L.  Walker,  and  the 
Robb  &  Rowley  and  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  Circuits  of  West 

Texas,  represented  by  Michael 
Rice,  Dallas  attorney. 

The  exhibitor  opposition  to 
the  decree  now  consists  of  the 
two  national  exhibitor  organi- 

zations, M.P.T.O.A.  and  Allied 
States;  10  or  more  regional  ex- 

hibitor organizations  and  a 
number  of  Paramount  theatre 
operating  affiliates.  In  addition, 
two  non-consenting  distribution 
companies,  Columbia  and  United 
Artists,  are  prepared  to  appear 
in  opposition. 
Because  of  the  large  number  of  re- 

gional affiliates  of  the  M.P.T.O.A. 
which  have  sent  representatives  here 
to  oppose  the  decree,  all  spokesmen 
for  that  organization  met  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  last  night  and  perfected  plans 
for  an  orderly  presentation  of  their 
case  at  today's  hearing.  The  pro- 

cedure   agreed    upon    calls    for  the {Continued  on  page  5) 

S.P.G.  Now  Claims 

'Big  8'  Majorities 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  officials  yes- 

terday said  that  they  have  lined  up  a 
majority  of  publicity  and  advertising 
employes  in  all  major  company  home 
offices  by  adding  Universal  to  the  sev- 

en other  companies  where  the  Guild 
had  claimed  to  have  majority  repre- 
sentation. 
A  formal  request  for  recognition  as 

collective  bargaining  agency  was  sent 
yesterday  to  Universal. 

The  S.P.G.  has  filed  its  demand  for 
recognition  from  the  other  seven  com- 

panies with  Charles  Kramer,  N.L.R.B. 
field  examiner,  who  has  the  matter 
under  consideration.  The  demand 
made  on  Universal  yesterday  is  a  pre- 

liminary to  filing  similar  action. 

Para.  Coast  Meeting 

Continues  Next  Week 
Hollywood,  Nov.  13. — Conferences of  Paramount  home  office  executives 

and  theatre  partners  with  studio 
executives  which  began  here  Monday 
will  continue  into  next  week.  Prod- 

uct and  sales  policies  for  1941 -'42  as affected  by  the  consent  decree  are  be- 
ing discussed,  amosig  other  matters. 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  studio  head,  will 
be  host  at  a  dinner  to  the  visiting 
executives  Friday  night.  A  few  of 
the  conferees  plan  to  leave  Saturday, 
with  most  of  them  staying  over. 
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Chicago  Exhibitors 
Plan  Chance  Games 

Chicago,  Nov.  13.— Jack 
Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  of 
Illinois,  announced  today  that 
more  than  50  independent 
theatres  associated  with  his 
organization  will  start  oper- 

ating chance  games  this  week- 
end. Prizes  will  range  from 

$25  to  $50,  it  was  announced. 
Chance  games  have  been 
banned  here  since  1936,  it  was 
stated. 

Personal  Mention 

Louis  F.  Blumenthal, 

Once  Exhibitor,  Dies 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  ■  to- 

morrow for  Louis  F.  Blumenthal,  51, 
president  of  the  Haring  &  Blumen- 

thal real  estate  company,  who  died  at 
his  home  in  Tuckahoe,  N.  Y.,  Tuesday 
night  after  a  long  illness.  Burial  will 
be  at  Union  Field,  Cypress  Hills. 

Blumenthal,  a  former  theatre  owner 
and  operator  in  Brooklyn  and  New 
Jersey,  was  the  founder  of  Exhibitors' Trade  Review  in  1916  with  the  late 
Lee  Ochs. 

Surviving  are  the  widow,  Elizabeth  ; 
a  brother,  Leon,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Henry  Sommerfield. 

Jones  New  B.&K.  Booker 
Chicago,  Nov.  13.  —  A.  Warren 

Jones,  formerly  with  the  RKO  and 
B.  F.  Keith  circuits,  was  appointed 
booker  for  Balaban  &  Katz  today  by 
Nate  Piatt,  production  head  of  the 
circuit.  Jones  succeeds  the  late  Max 
Turner. 
★  

MAURICE  SILVERSTONE, 
chief  of  United  Artists  world- 
wide operations,  arrived  on  the  Coast 

yesterday. 

Roy  Haines,  Warners  Eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager,  leaves  today 
for  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati.  He  will 
return  Monday. 

William  Mansell,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Philadelphia  branch,  conferred 
yesterday  at  the  home  office. 

Nat  Levy,  Eastern  district  man- 
ager for  RKO,  and  Charles  Zagrans, 

Philadelphia  branch  manager,  visited 
the  home  office  yesterday. 

Samuel  I.  Machnovich,  Universal 
treasurer,  is  recuperating  at  his  home 
from  a  recent  operation. 

Aldyth  Reichenbach,  secretary  to 
Barney  Balaban,  was  painfully  injured 
in  a  taxicab  accident  a  few  days  ago. 
She  is  recuperating  at  her  home. 

Terry  Turner,  head  of  the  RKO 
field  publicity  staff,  has  returned  here 
after  accompanying  Charles  Laugh- 
ton  on  a  personal  appearance  tour 
and  a  studio  visit. 

• 

A.  G.  Stolte,  Des  Moines  district 
manager  for  Tri-States  Theatres,  was 
injured  when  struck  by  a  car  while 
crossing  the  street. 

 * 

LOU  PHILLIPS,  Paramount  home office  attorney,  has  returned  from 
Madison,  Wis. 

• 

Wilbur  K.  England,  RKO  execu- 
tive, has  purchased  a  120-acre  tract  at Hollis,  L.  I. 

• 

Joseph  Vogel,  Eugene  Picker, 
Lou  Weinberg,  Edward  Peskay, 
Arthur  Silverstone  and  John 
Wright  lunching  at  Lindy's  (next  to the  Rivoli)  yesterday. 

• 

Mort  Singer,  John  J.  O'Connor, 
Fred  Meyers,  Max  Fellerman, 
James  Mulvey,  Ben  Washer,  Sam 
Shain,  Sam  Spring,  Terry  Ram- 
saye  and  Fred  Waring  at  Toots 
Shor's  yesterday  for  lunch. 

Kenneth  MacKenna,  M-G-M 
story  editor,  plans  to  return  to  the 
Coast  tomorrow. 

• 
Howard  Dietz,  Oscar  A.  Doob, 

Tom  Connors,  Ted  O'Shea,  Max  A. Cohen,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  J.  J. 
Unger  and  Edward  Grainger  having 
lunch  yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor. 

• 
Frank  Phelps,  Harry  Brandt, 

Lee  Shubert,  Arthur  Loew,  Jack 
Kirkland,  Alec  Moss,  Arthur 
Mayer,  Max  Siegel,  Max  Marcin, 
John  Golden  and  Al  Lewis  lunching 

yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 
Walt  Disney,  Hal  Horne,  Joseph 

Moskowitz  and  Joseph   Pincus  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 

Maurice  Bergman,  Morris  Kinz- 
ler  and  Ernest  Emerling  at  the  Tav- 

ern for  lunch  yesterday. 
• 

Solomon  M.  Strausberg,  son  of 
Sam  Strausberg,  Brooklyn  circuit 
head,  and  Joan  Phyllis  Horwitz 
were  married  last  week. 

• 

Belle  Kantor,  who  handled  pub- 
licity for  Universal,  is  managing  the 

personal  appearance  tour  of  Gloria 
Jean  in  key  cities  en  route  to  the 
Coast. 

William  L.  Kays,  manager  of 
Comerford's  Globe,  Scranton,  Pa,  and 
Dorothy  Rita  Dolan  were  married 
last  week. 

George  Weiss,  operator  of  the 
Stamford  and  Avon,  Stamford,  Conn., 
has  an  entry  in  the  horse  show  in 
New  York. 

Betty  Rainey  of  Comerford  Thea- 
tres' accounting  department,  Scranton, 

Pa.,  and  William  Andres  of  the  cir- cuit were  married  recently. 
• 

Dorothy  Wilson  of  Des  Moines 
was  married  last  week  to  Gene  C. 
Post,  Republic  booker  there. 

Warners  Purchase 

Million  Debentures 
Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  has 

purchased  $1,056,000  of  its  six  per  cent 
debentures,  due  1948,  since  last  April 
30.  On  Oct.  31  there  was  outstanding 
$16,022,000  of  the  debentures. 

It  Never  Rains 

Watervtiet,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  13 
rrrlLLlAM  BARNEY  who 
rr  operates  the  Grand 
Theatre  here,  last  week  was 
in  a  bad  automobile  accident 
and  suffered  a  broken  nose, 
cuts  and  bruises.  Confined  to 
the  house  until  Sunday  night, 
he  went  out  while  Mrs.  Bar- 

ney took  over  operation  of 
the  theatre.  On  their  return 
home  they  found  a  robber  had 
paid  them  a  visit. 

Maugham  Is  Guest 
At  Warners  Party 

W.  Somerset  Maugham  was  the 
guest  of  honor  yesterday  at  a  cock- 

tail party  in  the  Carlton  Suite  of  the 
Ritz  Carlton  Hotel.  Warners,  who 

have  produced  a  film  from  Maugham's work,  "The  Letter,"  were  hosts. 
Among  those  attending  were  Mort 

Blumenstock,  Sherwood  Anderson, 
Jacob  Wilk,  Anna  May  Wong,  Sam 
Shain,  Lion  Feuchtwanger,  Pierre  van 
Passen,  Constance  Collier,  Jerome 
Weidman,  Terry  Ramsaye,  Abel 
Green,  Pete  Harrison,  Chick  Lewis, 
Adelaide  Hawley,  Nate  Gross,  Hen- 
drik  Willem  van  Loon  and  I.  A.  R. 

Wylie. 

Kentucky  Exhibitor 

Fights  Sunday  Law 
Nicholasville,  Ky.,  Nov.  13.  — 

George  Pugh,  operator  of  the  Park 
Theatre  here,  has  been  granted  a 
temperary  injunction  in  Circuit  Court 
here  against  enforcement  of  a  city 
ordinance  prohibiting  Sunday  film 
shows.  The  recently  adopted  law  calls 

Sunday  showings  a  "nuisance"  and  im- poses fines  of  $20  to  $50  for  each 
performance.  Pugh  attacked  the  con- 

stitutionality of  the  ordinance  in  his 
suit.  He  said  his  theatre  would  oper- ate next  Sunday. 

Schenck  Case  to  Dec.  2 
Trial  of  the  Government  tax  suit 

against  Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  Joseph 
M.  Moskowitz  will  be  postponed  until 

Dec.  2,  the  U.  S.  attorney's  office stated  yesterday.  Delay  is  required 

because  Harold  Corbin,  Schenck's  at- torney, is  now  engaged  in  a  trial 
which  will  last  several  weeks. 
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ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO -COAST 

*k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HAvemeyer  6-5000.Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  6:45  am 
The  Plainsman  .    .    .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .  .  .10:35  pm 
~\  r» 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES.?. HO, 

ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 
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.  JAMES  STEPHENSON Frieda  Inescort 
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Screen  Play  by  Howard  Koch 
Music  by  Max  Steiner 
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No  Time  for  Comedy 
Columbus,  O.,  Nov.  13 

Believing  that  some  one 
was  playing  a  prank,  Barbara 
Mary  Kossman,  RKO  Grand 
cashier,  laughed  when  a  well- 
dressed  youth  politely  asked 
that  she  turn  over  the  box- 
office  cash.  When  a  second 
and  more  convincing  demand 
was  made,  the  comedy  angle 
vanished  and  she  donated  $45 
to  the  bandit. 
The  feature  being  shown 

at  the  time  was  "No  Time  for 
Comedy." 

Academy  of  Music 

Plans  Stage  Shows 

Starting  next  Tuesday  and  on  each 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  thereafter, 
the  Academy  of  Music  on  14th  St., 
Manhattan,  (Skouras)  will  have  a 
stage  show  in  addition  to  films.  There 
will  be  no  advance  in  prices.  Three 
complete  shows  daily  are  planned.  For 
the  first  show  Louis  Prima's  band 
will  head  the  bill,  and  Ella  Fitzgerald 
will  be  the  following  week's  head- liner.  The  plan  was  tried  on  Election 
Day  with  Teddy  Powell's  band  and  it 
was  decided  to  continue  the  policy. 

Stevenson  Directed 

To  Testify  in  Suit 
T.  K.  Stevenson,  president  of  Erpi, 

was  directed  yesterday  by  Federal 
Judge  John  T.  Clancy  to  testify  before 
trial  Nov.  20,  in  connection  with  the 
$6,000,000  treble  damage  anti-trust  suit 
brought  against  Erpi  by  Stanley  K. 
Oldden,  assignee  of  Pacent  Electric 
Co.  Erpi,  A.  T.  &  T.  and  Western 
Electric  are  being  sued  on  a  claim  that 
they  "forced"  the  plaintiff  out  of  the 
business  of  manufacturing  sound  equip- 

ment and  accessories. 

Decree  Discussion 

At  Camden  Meeting 
Operations  of  the  industry,  particu- 

larly theatres,  under  the  consent  decree 
will  be  discussed  at  an  organization 
meeting  of  a  Southern  New  Jersey 
unit  of  Allied  of  New  Jersey  to  be 
held  Monday  at  the  Whitman  Hotel, 
Camden.  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  the  or- 

ganization's field  representative,  has been  lining  up  members  for  the  unit. 

Goldwyn  to  Ask  Date 

For  Korda  Testimony 
Samuel  Goldwyn  will  ask  Federal 

Judge  John  T.  Clancy  tomorrow  to  set 
a  date  for  the  examination  before  trial 
of  Alexander  Korda  in  the  Goldwyn 
suit  against  United  Artists.  Exami- 

nation of  Korda  had  been  ordered  pre- 
viously but  no  date  has  yet  been  set. 

Goldwyn  is  seeking  cancellation  of  his 
distribution  contract  with  the  company. 

A. A. A.  to  Arbitrate 

Drama  Guild  Pact 
The  American  Arbitration  Associa- 

tion has  been  appointed  impartial  ar- 
bitrator of  all  disputes  arising  under 

the  recently  completed  basic  agreement 
between  the  League  of  New  York 
Theatres  and  the  Dramatists  Guild, 
which  governs  the  purchase  of  film 
rights  to  plays  in  advance  of  produc- 
tion. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Fantasia" (Disney) 

\\T  ALT  DISNEY  himself  this  week  described  "Fantasia"  as  a 
*  »  "noble  experiment,  which  can  mean  either  very  much  or  very  little 

to  the  film  industry." 
Whatever  else  may  be  true  concerning  the  film  as  a  technical  exer- 

cise in  the  range  and  scope  of  the  screen  medium,  it  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful that  it  would  be  box-office,  as  that  term  is  generally  understood,  across 

the  country  as  a  whole. 

Disney,  in  the  program,  calls  his  production  an  "exciting  adventure." 
It  must  have  been,  most  certainly.  And  for  many  a  music  lover  it  will 
be  an  exciting  event  in  the  theatre.  Utilizing  the  ultimate  in  screen 
technique  developed  over  the  years  to  its  present  state  of  near-perfec- 

tion, Disney  has  taken  several  examples  of  the  great  compositions  in 
musical  history,  as  interpreted  by  Leopold  Stokowski  and  the  Philadel- 

phia Orchestra.  With  full  use  of  the  imaginative  wanderings  which 
have  made  Disney  great,  and  employing  the  finest  of  color  technique,  he 
has  woven  an  amazing  tapestry  of  kaleidoscopic  impressions  which  may 
not  be  broad  box-office,  but  certainly  should  be  captivating  to  the  dis- 

criminating and  cultured  audience. 

Music  compositions  presented  include :  "Toccata  and  Fugue  in  D 
Minor,"  by  Bach;  Tchaikovsky's  "Nutcracker  Suite";  "The  Sorcerer's 
Apprentice,"  by  Paul  Dukas,  and  Stravinsky's  "Rite  of  Spring,"  to  con- 

clude the  first  half.  The  final  phase  comprises :  Beethoven's  famous 
"Pastoral  Symphony" ;  "Dance  of  the  Hours,"  by  Ponchielli,  and  in  con- 

clusion, the  sharply  contrasted  "Night  on  Bald  Mountain,"  by  Modeste 
Moussorgsky,  and  Schubert's  "Ave  Maria." The  film  was  recorded  by  RCA  and  reproduced  by  specially  designed 
RCA  Fantasound  theatre  equipment  developed  in  collaboration  with 
the  Disney  Studio.  The  voice  of  Deems  Taylor,  introducing  each  phase 

of  the  film,  and  the  perfection  of  power  and  "musical  enunciation"  of 
the  orchestral  tone  are  perhaps  the  finest  examples  of  the  sound  tech- 

nique yet  achieved  by  the  motion  picture. 
The  ingredients  of  visual  interpretation  employed  by  Disney  are  of 

the  pattern  of  the  Disney  genius,  in  some  instances  carried  to  a  de- 
gree not  seen  before.  For  the  producer,  the  following  are  given  general 

credit :  Ben  Sharpsteen,  production  supervision ;  Joe  Grant  and  Dick 
Huemer,  story  direction ;  Edward  H.  Plumb,  musical  direction ;  Stephen 
Csillag,  musical  film  editor ;  William  E.  Garity,  C.  O.  Slyfield  and 
J.  N.  A.  Hawkins,  recording. 

Several  of  the  sequences  on  compositions  of  unearthly  implication  have 
resulted  in  Disney  caricature  which  might  be  guaranteed  to  give  young 
children  horrible  nightmares,  however  effective  they  may  be. 

The  film,  as  exhibited  at  the  Broadway  Theatre,  New  York,  ran  for 
two  hours  and  30  minutes,  including  an  intermission  of  about  15  min- 

utes.   "A."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

"You'll  Find  Out" 
(RKO) 
\  LIVELY,  fast-moving  bit  of  boxoffice  merchandise  which  should 

be  easy  to  sell  and  should  leave  the  customers  laughing  is  Kay 

Kyser's  second  offering,  "You'll  Find  Out,"  a  mystery  with  music. 
Kyser,  whose  radio  personality  has  given  him  listeners  who  number 

in  the  millions,  has  with  him  the  madcap  crew  of  "The  College  of  Musical 
Knowledge"  including  his  band,  Ginny  Simms,  Harry  Babbitt,  Ish 
Kabibble  and  Sully  Mason.  They  provide  the  music  and  laughs,  with 
Peter  Lorre,  Bela  Lugosi  and  Boris  Karolff  on  hand  to  take  care  of 

the  mystery  and  the  horror,  Helen  Parrish  and  Dennis  O'Keefe  for  the 
romance,  and  Alma  Kruger  to  round  out  the  cast. 

Five  songs  are  heard,  "I'd  Know  You  Anywhere,"  "You've  Got  Me 
This  Way,"  "The  Bad  Humor  Man,"  "Like  the  Fella  Once  Said"  and 
"I've  Got  a  One-Track  Mind."  An  interesting  expose  of  the  spiritualism 
racket  and  a  new  instrument  for  special  sound  and  musical  effects  called 
the  Sonovox  add  further  exploitation  possibilities.  The  dialogue  is  of  the 
fast,  wise-cracking  variety  and  the  songs  are  worked  into  the  plot 
smoothly  with  two  scenes  in  a  broadcasting  studio  and  the  rest  at  a 
house  party  at  which  Kyser  has  been  engaged  to  entertain. 

Kyser  and  his  band  find  themselves  in  Miss  Kruger's  home,  where 
Lorre,  Lugosi  and  Karloff  are  using  spiritualism  to  rob  Miss  Kruger 
of  her  money.  The  trio  also  seeks  the  death  of  Miss  Parish  because  she 
is  entitled  to  the  fortune  when  she  reaches  21. 

David  Butler  produced  and  directed  from  a  screen  play  by  James  V. 
Kern. 

Running  time,  97  minutes.  "G."*  Edward  Greif 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

98%  of  IL  S. 

Exhibitors  to 

Fight  Decree 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

presentation  of  M.P.T.O.A.'s  princi- pal objections  by  Henry  G.  Gray, 
special  counsel  retained  by  the  or- 

ganization for  that  purpose.  Inciden- 
tal and  purely  local  objections  will 

be  made  by  spokesmen  for  the  affili- ated regional  units,  thus  avoiding 
repetition  in  the  presentation  of  objec- 
tions. 

If  the  court  will  permit  the  filing 

of  briefs  in  support  of  the  exhibitors' 
oral  arguments,  most  of  the  organi- 

zational representatives  are  ready  to 
submit  them  or  to  ask  for  time  in 
which  to  prepare  them. 

Intervention  Planned 

So  far  as  could  be  learned  yester- 
day two  exhibitor  organizations,  the 

Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners,  represented 

by  Paul  F.  Ziegler,  Los  Angeles  at- 
torney, and  New  York  Allied,  of 

which  Max  A.  Cohen  is  president, 
plan  to  make  attempts  to  intervene  in 
the  proceedings.  Representatives  of 
other  exhibitor  organizations  indi- 
dicated  that  they  would  be  content, 

insofar  as  today's  hearing  is  con- 
cerned, to  state  their  objections  as  in- 

terested parties. 
Ziegler  said  that  he  would  ask  the 

court  to  defer  the  entry  of  the  de- 
cree until  his  action  to  intervene 

could  be  prepared.  If  this  is  denied 
and  the  decree  is  entered,  he  said,  the 
organization  plans  either  to  seek 
some  form  of  injunctive  relief  or  to 
bring  an  entirely  new  action  against 
the  five  consenting  companies  which 
would  cover  the  points  raised  in  the 
Government's  original  complaint  and 
which  the  decree  does  not  correct. 

The  exhibitors'  objections  will 
center  principally  upon  the  al- 

legation that  the  decree  solves 
none  of  their  principal  prob- 

lems and  may  result  in  aggra- 
vating and  increasing  them. 

They  will  contend  that  they  will 
suffer  business  injury  through 

the  operation  of  the  decree's 
provisions. 
The  allegation  will  be  made  that 

exhibitors  inspired  the  suit,  assisted 
the  Government  in  the  preparation 
of  its  case  and  that  none  of  the  ills 

complained  of  in  the  Government's original  bill  are  removed  by  the  de- 
cree. Specific  objections  will  be  made 

to  the  trade  showing  and  blocks-of- 
five  sales  provisions,  some  features  of 
the  arbitration  rules,  and  to  the  con- 

ditions imposed  upon  several  of  the 
provisions  relating  to  new  theatre 
building,  theatre  expansion  and  nego- 

tiation for  "some  run." 
'Bigger  Monopoly'  Charge 

The  charge  will  be  hurled  that  the 
decree  not  only  fails  to  eliminate 
"monopolistic  practices"  but  entrenches 
them  more  firmly  with  the  aid  of  the 
Government. 

Attornevs  for  the  five  consenting 
companies  and  the  Government  met  at 
the  Bar  Association  yesterday  and 
completed  the  signing  of  the  consent 
decree  on  behalf  of  their  principals  so 
that  it  will  be  in  formal  order  for 
submission  to  the  court  today. 
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Feature  Review 

"The  Letter" 
(  Warners) 

T?ROM  Somerset  Maugham's  notable  work' of  the  same  title,  Warners 
*■    have  fashioned  an  equally  notable  motion  picture. 

There  must  of  necessity  be  some  question  to  what  extent  all  types 
of  audiences  will  be  interested  in  unrelieved  drama  heavily  laden  with 
overtones  of  tragedy.  Notwithstanding,  of  such  splendid  quality  is  the 
mounting  which  Jack  L.  Warner  and  Hal  B.  Wallis  have  afforded  the 
production,  and  so  strong  are  the  performances  of  the  leading  players, 
that  the  film's  sheer  artistry  should  compensate  for  its  lack  of  dramatic 
relief. 

There  is  little  to  choose  between  the  performances  of  Bette  Davis  and 
James  Stephenson,  as  her  friend  and  attorney,  while  Herbert  Marshall, 
as  her  husband,  and  Gale  Sondergaard,  as  the  half-breed  woman  of 
Singapore,  are  excellent  in  support.  William  Wyler  grasped  fully  the 
heavy  pace  of  tragic  development  which  stalked  through  the  Maugham 
work,  and  in  his  direction  created  an  atmosphere  which  provided  the 
maximum  of  background  effect.  The  screenplay  of  Howard  Koch  has 
resulted  in  a  smooth  and  strongly  paced  dramatic  script.  Robert  Lord 
was  associate  producer. 

The  story  is  set  in  Singapore  and  on  a  rubber  plantation  nearby, 
managed  by  Marshall,  an  Englishman,  whose  wife  is  Miss  Davis.  When 

a  former  friend,  a  man,  is  shot  to  death  by  Miss  Davis,  she  pleads  self- 
defense  and,  although  Stephenson,  lawyer  and  friend,  doubts  her  glib 
and  too  emotionally  detailed  story,  her  husband  believes  her  implicitly. 

From  that  point,  the  film  moves  with  steady  pace  to  its  conclusion. 
She  is  freed  after  Stephenson,  because  of  affection  for  Marshall, 

jeopardizes  his  legal  career  by  buying  from  the  Singapore  woman,  wife 

of  the  victim,  a  letter  which  proves  that  self-defense  had  no  part  in  her 
murder  of  a  man  she  secretly  loved.  Marshall  learns  the  truth,  offers 

to  forgive,  but  she  admits  she  still  loves  her  victim.  With  ruin  in  the 
trail  of  her  weakness,  Miss  Davis  meets  her  death  at  the  hand  of  the 
half-caste  woman. 

Running  time,  95  minutes.  "A."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 
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'Arise'  Draws 

Frisco  Lead 

With  $15,000 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  13— "Arise 
My  Love"  and  "Street  of  Memories" grossed  $15,000  at  the  Fox  in  a  slow 
week.  "Too  Many  Girls"  took  $13,- 500  at  the  Golden  Gate.  The  weather 
was  bad. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  5-7 : 

"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN   GATE— (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.     Stage:    vaudeville.     Gross:  $13,500. 
(Average,  $15,000) 
"Arise  by  Love"  (Parai.) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (2ttth-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $15,000.    (Average,  $16,000) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,440)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
"Quarterback"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c  •  35c-  40c  -  50c) 

7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average, 
$11,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS—  (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 55c)    7    days,    3rd    week.     Gross:  $7,000. 

(Average,  $8,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"Comin'  'Round  the  Mountain"  (Para.) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 

$6,000) 
"Dispatch  From  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
WARFIEU>-(2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross'  $11,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Daybreak"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.    Gross:  $600.    (Average,  $1,000) *"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

'Zorro'  at  $19,500 

Is  Hit  in  Cincinnati 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  13. — Despite  elec- 

tion, which  had  considerable  effect  on 
theatre  attendance,  "The  Mark  of 
Zorro"  piled  up  a  smash  $19,500  at 
the  RKO  Shubert.  "Too  Many  Girls" gave  the  RKO  Palace  $11,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  6-9 : "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 

RKO  ALBEE — (3,300)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $19,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $10,000) 
"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $2,900.  (Average, 

$5,000) "The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
RKO  CAPITOL — (2,000)  (33c-40c-S0c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average, 
$5  500) "Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  GRAND— (1,450)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,800. 

"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
RKO  LYRIC — (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.  B.) 
"Mystery  Sea  Raider"  (Para.) 
RKO  FAMILY—  (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,200) "Wagon  Train"  (RKO) 

"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. 

Gross:  $800.    (Average,  $800) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Gets  4  Italian  Films 
Esperia  Film  Distributing  Co.  has 

acquired  the  American  rights  to  four 
Italian  films :  "Manon  Lescaut,"  based 
on  music  by  Puccini  and  featuring 
arias  sung  by  Beniamino  Gigli ; 
"Dream  of  Butterfly,"  "Beyond 
Love"  and  "Love  Me,  Alfredo,"  from 

the  opera  "La  Traviata." 
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Chicago  Gives 

$36,000  Tally 

To  'Dictator' 
Chicago,  Nov.  13.  —  "The  Great 

Dictator"  which  opened  simultaneous- 
ly at  the  Apollo  with  a  two-a-day 

policy  at  85c,  $1.10  and  $1.65  and  ad 

the  Roosevelt  with  a  continuous  policy" with  admission  set  at  75c  matinees 
and  $1.10  evening  drew  a  total  of; 
$36,000  at  the  two  houses. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week 
ending  Nov.  8 : 
"Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
APOLLO— (1,400)    (85c-$1.10-$1.65)  twice daily.    Gross:  $16,000.    (Average,  $6,500) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Stage:  Betty  Grable  and  Ken Murray.  Gross:  $38,000.  (Average,  $32,000) "Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
GAR  RICK— (1,000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. Gross:  $7,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 

Stage:  Elsa  Maxwell  &  Unit.    Gross:  $16,- 000.     (Average,  $13,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
PALACE — (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $13,- 

000) 

"Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)  (75c-$1.10)  (contin- uous). Gross:  $20,000.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
STATE-LAKE— (2,700)   (25c-40c)  7  days. 

Stage:    Hollywood    Unit.     Gross:  $15,000. (Average,  $15,000) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 

6  days.    Gross:  $17,000.    (Average,  $14,000) 

'Police'  at  $11,000 

Big  in  Providence 
Providence,  Nov.  13. — In  the  sec- 

ond week  at  the  Strand,  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  and  "Girl  From  Ha- 

vana" took  $11,000.  With  increased 
admissions,  "The  Great  Dictator"  gar- 

nered $15,600  at  Loew's  State. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  6-7 : "Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) 
RKO- A  LB  EE — (2,239)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S    STATE— (3,232)    (75c-$1.10)  7 days.  Gross:  $15,600.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven,"  (Univ.) 
"A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. Gloria  Jean  in  person  on  stage,  three  days. 

Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) "Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
STRAND—  (2,200)  (35c-50c-65c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"That  Gang  of  Mine"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Al  Trahan. 
Barry  Wood,  Little  Jack  Little  and  orch- 

estra, Master  &  Rollins  and  The  Co-Eds. Gross:  $3,800.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
CARLTON— (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. 2nd  week.    Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $3,500) 

"Young  Bill  Hickok"  (Rep.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S  —  (1,800)     (15c-28c-39c)     7  days. Gross:  $2,600.    (Average.  $2,500) 

"Brigham  Young"  (ZWth-Fox)  (3  days) 
"Public  Deb.  No.  1"  (20th-Fox)  (3  days) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.)  (4  days) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE— (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run.  Gross: 

$1,700.    (Average,  $1,700) 

Open  Exchange  Here 
Ben  Price,  former  salesman  at  Uni- 

versal's  New  York  exchange,  and 
Sam  Phillips,  former  head  booker, 
will  open  their  own  exchange  at  630 
Ninth  Ave.,  tomorrow. 

A  *  M  *  P  *  A 

luncheons  are  the  talk  of  the  industry.  You  miss  some- 

thing really  worth  while  if  you  don't  attend.  For  in- 
stance, this  week  we  are  happy  to  present 

EDGAR  KOBAK 

Vice  President — National  Broadcasting  Co. 

Main  Title  of  His  Address: 

"YOU'RE  IN  THE  SHOW 

BUSINESS,  TOO!" (Rather  Provocative — Eh  what?) 

ENTERTAINMENT  SURPRISES 

COME!  Hear  about  the  wedding  of  radio  and  movies 

COLLEGE  ROOM-HOTEL  EDISON 

TODAY,  November  14 

Serving  Guests 
12:45  sharp  $1.25  with  tip 



There  is  no  substitute 

tor  RICHARDSON 

in  the  projection  room 

Second  Revision 

Sixth  Edition 

Troubleshooting 

Charts 

Alphabetical  In 

dex  System 

700  Pages  of  up** 

to-the-minute  data 

that  every  projec- 

tionist needs! 

THE  REVISED  BLUEBOOK 

MOST  ADVANCED  MANUAL 

ON  MODERN  SOUND  REPRO- 

DUCTION AND  PROJECTION 

The   newly   revised    Bluebook   does   a   threefold  job: 

(1)  it  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  construction, 

wiring  and  functioning  of  every  piece  of  sound  and  pro- 
jection apparatus  used  in  a  modern  projection  room. 

(2)  It  gives  careful  instructions  on  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  this  equipment.  (3)  It  is  a  quick  and 

effective  trouble-shooter  with  sound  trouble-shooting 
charts  that  enable  the  projectionist  to  spot  and  repair 
sudden  breakdowns  both  in  the  projection  and  sound 
apparatus.  The  new  edition  is  handy  to  keep  and  handy 
to  use,  with  an  alphabetical  index  system  for  quick,  easy 
reference. 

You  will  find  the  revised  Bluebook  the  most  complete 
treatise  of  its  kind  and  a  sure  solution  to  every  projection 

problem. 

ORDER   THE   BLUEBOOK  NOW 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER        CENTER,  NEW        YORK,  N.Y. 
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Showmanship 

Flashes   .   .  . 

Has  Realistic  Display  for 
'Foreign  Correspondent' 
Parsons,  Kan.,  Nov.  13. — A  real- 

istic interpretation  was  provided  by 
David  Dallas,  manager  at  the  Kansan 
here,  for  "Foreign  Correspondent." 
Anti-aircraft  guns  (cardboard  cutouts 
painted  realistically)  were  mounted  in 
the  foyer.  In  a  midnight  opening  pro- 

gram the  Kansan  held  a  "blackout 
prevue."  Burlap  hags  filled  with  straw but  looking  like  sandbags  were  placed 
on  the  canopy  with  a  machine  gun 
World  War  vintage,  in  the  center. 
Eleven-foot  anti-aircraft  guns  of 
beaverboard,  painted,  and  three  large 
searchlights  completed  the  prepara- 

tions for  the  front.  At  the  prevue, 
just  before  the  show  went  on,  all  the 
lights  went  out,  and  five  boys,  dressed 
as  soldiers,  staged  an  air  raid  drill. 
Three  of  the  boys  manipulated  the 
searchlights  while  two  manned  the 
aircraft  guns.  Just  for  good  measure 
several  aerial  "bombs"  and  whistling bombs  were  exploded. 

Yardage  Street  Marker 
Used  for  'Knute  Rockne' 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  13.— Syd 

Poppay,  manager  of  the  Majestic, 
for  "Knute  Rockne — All  American," 
had  five  arrows  placed  in  the  heart 
of  the  city  bearing  the  copy:  "85 
Yards  to  Go — Majestic  Theatre." 

Warners  Set  Contest 
For  'Santa  Fe  Trail' 
An  elaborate  national  promotional 

campaign  has  been  developed  for 
Warners'  "Santa  Fe  Trail,"  starring 
Errol  Flynn,  with  the  cooperation  of 
Scholastic  Magazine.  It  will  take  the 
form  of  a  nationwide  contest  among 
high  school  students  for  the  best  25 
to  50-word  conversation  that  might 
have  taken  place  between  John  Brown, 
played  by  Raymond  Massey,  and  Jeb 
Stuart,  played  by  Flynn,  when  Stuart 
is  captured  by  Brown. 

Women  Get  Photos  in 
Promotion  on  'Question' 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  13. — William 
Yurasko,  manager  of  the  Sedgwick, 
for  "Lady  in  Question,"  distributed 
25  scene  photos  autographed  by  Rita 
Hayworth,  who  appears  in  the  femi- 

nine lead,  to  the  first  25  women  pa- 
trons at  the  theatre  for  the  opening 

of  the  picture's  run.  The  photos  came 
from  the  Columbia  studios,  represent- 

ing actual  scenes  from  the  photoplay. 

RKO  -Western  Union 
Tieup  for  'Girls' 
RKO  has  arranged  a  national  tieup 

with  Western  Union  for  the  use  of 
jumbo  telegrams  in  the  promotion  of 
"Too  Many  Girls."  A  total  of  5,000 
enlarged  wires  have  been  provided  for 
theatre  use  and  Western  Union  office 
displays.  Full  picture  credit  is  carried 
on  the  displays. 

'Li'l  Abner3  Tied  in 
With  'Hawkins  Day' 

Greenville,  N.  C,  Nov.  13. — The 
Pitt  Theatre  here  tied  in  "Li'l  Abner" 
with  "Sadie  Hawkins  Day."  Local  pa- pers gave  considerable  space  to  the 
promotion  worked  out  between  the 
Pitt  and  local  school  principals. 

Off  the  Antenna 

A REVISED  rebroadcast  policy  has  been  adopted  by  WOR  which  will 
provide  listeners  here  with  important  speeches  at  three  different  times 

during  the  day.  As  a  rule,  WOR  plans  to  record  and  rebroadcast  im- 
portant talks  after  closing  time  at  2  A.M.  but  if  a  speech  is  sufficiently  im- 
portant a  second  rebroadcast  will  be  made  during  evening  hours.  The  first 

policy  on  rebroadcasts  adopted  recently  by  WOR  called  for  rebroadcast- 
ing  during  the  following  afternoon  of  interesting  evening  shows  on  the  Mutual 
lines  not  carried  because  of  local  commercial  commitments. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  William  Kostka,  manager  of  the  NBC  press  depart- 
ment, is  home  ill  with  a  throat  infection.  .  .  .  Allen  Finn  is  the  new  radio  editor 

for  Newsweek  succeeding  Al  Newman  who  has  been  transferred  to  sports. 
.  .  .  James  Monks  has  been  screen  tested  by  20th  Century-Fox  for  a  role  in 
"How  Green  Was  My  Valley."  .  .  .  Jimmy  Lunceford  will  be  guest  on  "Ama- 

teur Night"  over  WMCA  next  Wednesday  at  11  P.M.  .  .  .  Ben  Gross, 
radio  editor  of  the  Daily  News,  will  be  guest  on  "Behind  the  Mike,"  over 
NBC-Blue  Sunday  at  5:30  P.M. •  •  • 

Ground  will  be  broken  at  noon  today  for  the  new  NBC  Building  in 
San  Francisco.  Construction  of  the  four-story  building  is  expected  to 
take  10  months.  It  will  contain  52,800  square  feet  of  studios  and  office 
space,  more  than  double  the  present  accommodations  for  KGO  and KPO. 

•  •  • 

Audience  participation  shows  requiring  the  cooperation  of  studio  audi- 
ences are  nothing  new,  but  WINS  is  going  to  reach  into  the  home  for 

its  talent  on  a  new  program,  "What's  the  Answer?,"  which  will  start Monday  at  10 :45  A.M.  and  continue  on  Mondays  through  Fridays.  Ken 
O'Neal,  who  will  conduct  the  show,  will  pick  answers  out  of  one  box  and 
telephone  numbers  in  the  New  York  Metropolitan  district  from  another. 
He  will  then  telephone  the  number  selected  and  ask  the  question,  with  a 
$5  credit  check  given  if  the  person  answering  the  phone  can  answer  cor- rectly. 

•  •  • 

"Rise  of  the  Goldbergs,"  one  of  the  leading  daytime  serials,  will  celebrate 
its  11th  anniversary  next  Wednesday.  The  program,  now  heard  over  CBS 
Mondays  through  Fridays  at  5  P.M.,  has  had  connected  with  it  in  various 
capacities  a  large  number  of  radio  and  film  names,  among  them  Garson  Kanin, 
John  Garfield,  Owen  Davis,  Jr.,  Billy  Halop  and  Martin  Gabel. 

•  •  • 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co.,  which  has  experimented  with  radio  advertising 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  will  try  its  first  New  York  program  over 
WABC,  Dec.  2  to  7.  It  will  be  a  five-minute  news  program  at  3:55 
P.M.,  Monday  through  Friday  and  at  11  P.M.  Saturday.  The  one-week 
test  may  result  in  a  regular  series,  it  was  said. 

4  High  Frequency 

Stations  Planned 

Washington,  Nov.  13. — Applica- 
tions for  construction  permits  for 

four  high  frequency  broadcasting  sta- tions have  been  filed  with  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  today. 

The  permits  were  asked  by  the  Col- 
umbia Broadcasting  System,  Inc.,  New 

York,  for  a  44,900-kilocycle  station  to 
cover  14,150  square  miles  with  a  pop- 

ulation of  14,954,832;  Federated  Pub- 
lications, Inc.,  Lansing,  Mich.,  for  a 

47,100-kilocycle  station  to  cover  3,820 
square  miles  with  a  population  of 
278,162;  Federated  Publications,  Inc., 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  for  a  48,100- 
kilocycle  station  to  cover  4,100  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  278,739,  and 
Federated  Publications,  Inc.,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  for  a  46,100-kilocycle 
station  to  cover  5,300  square  miles 
with  a  population  of  518,766. 
The  commission  also  received  ap- 

plications from  Stations  WATR, 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  for  increase  of 
power  from  250  to  1,000  watts,  and 
WTAG,  Worcester,  Mass.,  for  in- 

crease of  night  power  from  1,000  to 
5,000  watts. 

Join  Cast  of  Play 
Alex  Yokel  has  added  Neil  Moore 

and  Daniel  Ocko  to  the  cast  of  "Horse 
Fever"  now  in  rehearsal.  The  play 
is  scheduled  to  open  at  the  Mansfield 
Theatre  Nov.  20. 

Paley  Compensation 

Was  $204,270  in  1939 
William  S.  Paley,  president  of  CBS, 

received  $204,270  as  compensation 
from  the  network  during  1939,  ac- 

cording to  a  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  report  made  public  yes- 

terday. Edward  Klauber,  executive 
vice-president,  received  $94,484,  and 
Paul  W.  Kesten,  vice-president,  $53,- 
339,  the  report  stated. 

Harry  MacFayden  Dead 
Harry  A.  MacFayden,  59,  a  produc- 

tion director  for  NBC  for  the  past 
eight  years,  died  early  yesterday  of 
pneumonia  at  Flower  Hospital.  Mac- 

Fayden acted  in  or  directed  about  500 
plays  during  his  career.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  De  Wolf  Hopper  com- 

pany, a  director  for  Universal,  and 
was  associated  with  David  Belasco  for 

eight  -i^ears. 

RCA  Aided  'Vitasound' Hollywood,  Nov.  13. — A  new  sound 
system,  "Vitasound,"  announced  Tues- 
day_  by  Warners  as  a  development  of 
Major  Nathan  Levinson  following  five 
years  of  research,  was  developed  in 
cooperation  with  RCA,  it  was  learned today. 

Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"The  Trouble  With 

Husbands" 

{Paramount) 
The  inimitable  Robert  Benchley,  in 

this  first  of  a  new  series  of  subjects 
for  Paramount,  lectures  on  and  deml 
onstrates  some  of  those  annoying  lit- 

tle  tricks   of  husbands   which  turn 
wives'  hair  gray  and  their  thoughts  to 
methods  of  justifiable  homicide.  In  the 
way  that  only  Benchley  can  do  it  are 
recorded  the  episode  of  the  last-min 
ute  washing  before  dinner,  the  matter 
of  the  emergency  purchase  of  a  half 
pound  of  butter,  and  the  case  of  the 
shelf  on  the  kitchen  wall.  It's  all  de 
lightfully  amusing,  probably  because 
it  is  so  human — and  so  accurate.  The 
subject  should  be  good  for  exploitable 
laughs.  Running  time,  11  mins. 

"Information  Please, 

No.  3" 

(RKO-Pathe) 
The  same  spontaneous  wit  and  un- 

canny display  of  knowledge  which 
have  characterized  the  short's  prede- cessors are  here  and  so  this  subject 
is  as  refreshing  as  ever.  In  this,  Alice 
Marble  of  tennis  fame  is  active  as  the 

guest  expert  and  enhances  the  sub- 
ject considerably,  supplying  the  de- 
sired information  at  times  and  rend- 

dering  in  pleasant  voice  "Comin' Through  the  Rye."  Messrs.  Levant, 
Keiran,  Adams  and  Fadiman  are 
present  in  their  regular  positions. 
Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Picture  People,  No.  3" 
(RKO-Pathe) 
The  formal  opening  of  Don  Dicker- 

man's  new  Hollywood  club,  "Pirate's 
Den,"  provides  the  subject  matter  for 
this  third  in  the  new  series.  The  sub- 

ject is  ideal  for  Hollywood  fans. 
"Pirate's  Den"  is  the  much  publicized 
night  spot  which  is  being  backed  by 
Ken  Murray,  Rudy  Vallee,  Jimmy 
Fidler  and  others.  Gary  Cooper, 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Nancy  Kelly,  W.  C. 
Fields  are  among  the  personalities 
on  view.   Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Tattle  Television" 
(RKO) 
This  is  a  Leon  Errol  comedy  with 

Lulu  Mae  Hubbard,  Irene  Ryan, 
Ginger  Pierson,  Ken  Christie  and 
Ethel  Levey.  Errol's  wife,  envious 
of  her  neighbor,  asks  for  a  television 
set.  Errol  attempts  to  save  some 
money  by  buying  a  second  hand  set. He  has  some  difficulty  with  the  owner, 
a  young  girl,  and  her  boy  friend.  His 
wife,  suspicious,  enters  the  scene  with 
a  detective.  There  are  some  laughs. 
Running  time,  15  mins. 

Ben  Bernie  at  Ampa 
Ben  Bernie  augments  the  entertain- 

ment program  of  the  Ampa  luncheon 
meeting  today  in  the  College  Room  of the  Hotel  Edison. 

"Mr.  Mouse  Takes  a  Trip" 
(Disney-RKO) 
Mickey  Mouse  and  his  canine  com- 

panion, Pluto,  become  involved  in 
some  hilarious  situations  as  they  board 
a  train  on  which  the  dog  is  persona 
non  grata.  Although  folded  in  a  suit- 

case, Pluto  is  soon  detected  by  Pete, 
the  conductor,  and  both  Mickey  and 
Pluto  are  booted  off  the  train  and  on 
to  a  mail  rack  along  the  tracks.  Run- 

ning time,  8  mins. 



Alert, 

InteWgei 

to  the^ 

gtion Picture 

Industry 

DO  NOT  REMOVE 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 

VVOL.  48.  NO.  97 NEW  YORK,  U.S.A.,  FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  15,  1940 TEN  CENTS 

Church  Report 

Warns  Against 

Indecent  Films 

Sharp  Protest  Voiced  by 
Legion  of  Decency 

Washington,  Nov.  14. — "While  in 
the  recent  past  it  has  been  our  pleas- 

ure to  note  the  efforts  which  cinema 
producers  have  made  to  improve  the 
moral  character  of  motion  picture  en- 

tertainment, and  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation of  results  obtained,  it  now 

becomes  our  duty  to  warn  our  people 
that  some  of  the  ground  gained  has 
been  lost,"  the  Episcopal  Committee 
on  Motion  Pictures  reported  today  be- 

fore the  annual  meeting  of  the  Arch- 
bishops and  Bishops  of  the  Catholic 

Church. 
While  the  conference  did  not  in- 

dicate that  it  would  resume  the  boy- 
cott tactics  which  it  adopted  some 

years  ago  to  clean  up  the  film  situa- 
tion, it  did  call  upon  communicants 

throughout  the  country  "to  renew their  vigilance  against  the  pernicious 
influence  of  films  which  disregard  the 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Tucson  Ready  for 

'Arizona'  Premiere 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  Nov.  14. — Co- 

lumbia's "Arizona"  will  be  given  its 
world  premiere  here  tomorrow,  the 
first  day  of  a  two-day  celebration 
which  will  continue  through  Satur- 

day. The  film  will  open  in  five 
houses,  the  State,  Rialto,  Lyric  and 
Fox  and  the  Temple  of  Music  and 
Art. 

Jean  Arthur,  who  stars  in  the  pic- 
ture, will  make  a  personal  appearance, 

and  Charles  Ruggles,  brother  of  Wes- 
(Continucd  on  pane  8) 

Several  Injured  in 
Theatre  Collapse 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  14.  —  Sev- 
eral patrons  were  injured 

early  tonight  when  the  Alvin 
Theatre  ceiling  collapsed, 
driving  several  hundred  cus- 

tomers to  the  street.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  patrons  escaped 

injury  and  filed  from  the  the- 
atre in  orderly  manner.  They 

were  able  to  reach  safety  be- 
cause of  the  heroism  of  a 

booth  operator  who  ripped 
the  film  from  the  projection 
machine  and  focused  the  light 
on  the  auditorium  to  guide 
the  patrons  to  the  exits. 

Court  Decision  on  Pact 

Looked  for  by  Monday 

Map  Film  Market 

Into  31  Districts 

For  Arbitration 

THE  motion  picture  market  of  the 
United  States  has  been  remapped 

for  the  operation  of  the  Arbitration 
System,  as  provided  in  the  consent  de- 

cree, into  31  districts. 
A  map  showing  the  division 

of  the  country  into  arbitra- 
tion districts,  as  drawn  by  the 

American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion, will  be  found  on  Pages 

4  and  5. 

The  cities  selected  for  headquarters 
of  the  local  arbitration  boards  are  ex- 

change cities,  but  the  lines  of  the  ar- 
bitration map,  which  follow  county 

boundaries,  are  not  those  of  the  old 
exchange  districts  in  each  case.  Con- 

sideration was  given  to  means  of 
transportation,  population  and  other 
factors  in  determining  the  size  and 
shape  of  the  various  districts. 

Beginning  in  the  northeast  section 
of  the  country,  districts  and  local  ar- 

bitration tribunal  cities  are : 
Maine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire. 

Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island — Arbitra- 
tion tribunal  headquarters  at  Boston. 

Connecticut — New  Haven. 
Southern  New  York  and  Northern 

New  Jersey — New  York  City. 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 

Southern  New  Jersey — Philadelphia. 
Central  New  York — Albany. 
Western  New  York — Buffalo. 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

Exhibitors  Opposing  Consent  Decree  Have 

Day  in  Court;  One  Attempt  to  Intervene 

Frowned  Upon  by  Goddard 

By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard's  decision  on  the  consent  decree  in 
the  Government's  New  York  anti-trust  suit  may  be  handed  down  by 
Monday,  the  court  indicated  yesterday  after  hearing  objections  to  the 

decree  from  two  major  distributors,  two  national  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions, 12  regional  exhibitor  organizations,  spokesmen  for  Paramount 

theatre  operators  and  Local  802,  American  Federation  of  Musicians. The    decree    was  defended 

only  by  Assistant  U.  S.  At- torneys General  James  Hayes 
and  Robert  Sher.    No  industry 

representative  appeared  on  be- half of  the  decree.  Principal 
attorneys  for  the  five  consent- 

ing companies  were  present  at 
the  hearing  but  did  not  speak. 
The    exhibitor  representatives 

claimed  to  speak  for  more  than  13,000 
of  the  nation's  14,000-odd  operating 
theatres.    Although  some  yielded  to 
others  to  avoid  repetition  of  argu- 

ments,  and  the  court  advocated  as 
brief  presentations  as  possible  by  the 
exhibitor   spokesmen,   no   effort  was 
made  to  drastically  curb  their  speak- 

ing time. The  hearing  ran  from  11.45  A.  M. 
to  5:00  P.  M.  with  an  adjournment 
for  lunch  of  slightly  less  than  an  hour. 

Only  one  exhibitor  attempt  to  in- (Continued  on  page  3) 

Objections  to 

New  Complaint 

Set  for  Dec.  5 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
yesterday  set  Dec.  5  for  a  hearing  of 
objections  by  Universal,  Columbia 
and  United  Artists,  the  non-consent- 

ing companies,  to  the  Government's petition  for  leave  to  file  an  amended 
complaint  directed  at  them. 

The  petition,  which  names  all  eight 
major  companies,  was  submitted  to 
Judge  Goddard  yesterday  by  the  Gov- ernment. It  was  accepted  by  the  five 
consenting  companies,  and  Judge  God- 

dard signed  an  order  authorizing  the 
filing  of  the  amended  complaint 
against  them.  They  will  be  dropped 
as  defendants  in  the  new  action  if 
and  when  the  consent  decree  is  ap- 

proved by  the  court.  The  court  then 
set  the  date  for  the  hearing  of  the 

(.Continued  on  page  7) 

Local  Film  Critics  Praise 

Walt  Disney's  'Fantasia' 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
Few  pictures  have  been  so  unreservedly  praised  by  the  film  critics  of  the 

metropolitan  New  York  newspapers  as  has  been  "Fantasia,"  the  new  Walt  Dis- ney picture,  which  is  current  at  the  Broadway  Theatre.  At  the  same  time,  the 
published  appraisals  of  the  picture  by  the  music  critics  of  some  of  these  news- 

papers indicate  great  restraint. 
The  picture  was  given  what  the  trade  is  wont  to  call  a  "brilliant"  opening Wednesday  night,  for  charity.  The  British  War  Relief  was  the  beneficiary 

of  the  event  and  tickets  sold  at  $10  each.  Except  for  Disney  officials  and  their 
wives,  and  some  society  news  reporters  of  the  metropolitan  newspapers,  all 
seats  were  on  a  cash-and-carry  basis  that  night.    An  informal  preview  of  the (Continued  on  page  8) 

Final  Arbitration 

Budget  Is  $465,000 
Budget  for  the  operation 

and  maintenance  of  arbitra- 
tion and  appeals  boards,  after 

the  first  year,  has  been  set 
at  $465,000,  it  was  announced 
by  the  American  Arbitration 
Association  yesterday.  The 
first  year's  budget  is  $490,000, and  the  difference  for  the 
subsequent  years  represents 
the  cost  of  furnishing  offices. 
The  Federal  court  may  or- 

der an  increase  of  not  more 
than  $50,000  in  the  arbitration 
budget  for  any  year  if  the 
need  arises.  The  boards  are 
scheduled  to  start  next  Feb.  1. 
J.  Noble  Braden,  A.AA. 

executive  secretary,  will  defer 
his  trip  to  establish  boards 
in  31  exchange  cities  until  the 
decree  has  been  approved,  it 
was  indicated. 
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Personal  Mention Newsreel Council  of  C.E.A. 

Ratifies  Objection 

To  Army  Film  Plan 

London,  Nov.  14. — The  general 
council  of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibi- 

tors Association  yesterday  formally 
ratified  the  stand  of  the  association's 
officers  in  opposition  to  the  Army 
Council  plan  to  take  over  the  supply 
of  films  to  English  troops. 
The  council  deplored  the  handling 

of  the  matter  by  the  War  Office,  and 
in  effect  reprimanded  Oscar  Deutsch, 
head  of  the  Odeon  Circuit,  for  his  ac- 

tion in  approaching  the  Army  Coun- 
cil individually  against  an  agreed  and 

established  exhibitor  policy.  The 
council  emphasized  that  the  C.E.A.  is 
in  complete  accord  on  the  matter  with 
the  Kinematograph  Renters  Society 
(distributors) . 
The  council  empowered  the  C.E.A. 

officers  to  meet  and  hear  the  views  of 
Teddy  Carr,  co-manager  for  United 
Artists  in  England,  on  the  terms  for 
Charlie  Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator." It  was  decided  to  press  for  Sunday 
theatre  opening  with  a  national  cam- 

paign without  charity  taxation. 

Hague  Is  Reelected 

By  Canada  Pioneers 

Toronto,  Nov.  14. — Clair  Hague 
was  reelected  president  of  the  Ca- 

nadian Picture  Pioneers  at  the  first 
annual  meeting  here  last  night.  Among 
the  new  directors  is  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son,  president  of  Famous  Players  Ca- 

nadian, who  qualified  by  completing 
25  years  in  the  industry. 

Other  directors  are :  Leo  Devaney, 
Ben  Cronk,  James  P.  O'Loghlin,  Tom 
Daley,  Ernest  Moule,  Harry  Alex- 

ander, Sydney  Taube,  Haskell  Mas- 
ters and  Archibald  Laurie.  The  in- 

duction of  37  theatre  and  exchange 
men  brought  the  membership  to  170, 
of  whom  90  are  in  this  district. 

Gene  Autry  attended  the  dinner 
after  a  parade  through  several  West- 

ern Ontario  towns  with  Premier  M. 
F.  Hepburn.  Today  he  opened  the 
rodeo  here  under  auspices  of  the 
Pioneers  for  the  relief  of  war  vic- 

tims. Hal  Hode  of  Columbia  repre- 
sented the  Picture  Pioneers  of  the 

United  States  on  behalf  of  Jack  Cohn, 
who  heads  the  organization. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street 

Kivoli  Theatre)  Comer) 

For  over  20  years 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner   place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

HM.  RICHEY,  director  of  M- .  G-M  exhibitor  relations  and 
assistant  to  William  F.  Rodgers,  M- 
G-M  general  sales  manager,  is  due 
Wednesday  from  a  trip  to  Dallas,  New 
Orleans,  Little  Rock  and  Memphis. • 

Will  H.  Hays  left  for  the  Coast 
last  night  by  train. • 

Barney  Balaban,  president  of 
Paramount,  is  expected  to  return 
from  Hollywod  next  week. 

• 

Charles  Casanave,  Milton  Ku- 
sell,  David  A.  Levy,  William 
Scully,  Marcus  Heiman  and  Sam 
Harris  lunching  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday. 

• 
Herman  Robbins,  John  Krimsky, 

William  Melniker,  Alec  Moss, 
Clayton  Bond,  Sidney  Phillips, 
Otto  Preminger,  Al  Lewis  and  Lee 
Shubert  lunching  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 

Rain  Takes  Toll  of 

Broadway  Grosses 
Three  days  of  steady  rain  took  their 

toll  at  Broadway  box-offices  with  a 
sharp  falling  off  all  along  the  street. 
Strong  weekend  and  Armistice  Day 

grosses,  however,  kept  the  week's  tal- lies from  dropping  too  much. 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again,"  with 

Teddy  Powell's  band,  Priscilla  Lane 
and  Jack  Haley  on  the  stage  drew  an 
estimated  $25,000  for  the  first  week 
at  the  Strand  and  was  held  over  for 
a  second.  "The  Letter"  will  open there  next  Friday. 

The  second  week  of  "Escape"  with a  stage  show  at  the  Music  Hall  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $86,000  and  the 
film  started  its  third  week  yesterday. 
"Bittersweet"  is  scheduled  to  open  at 
the  Hall  Thursday. 

"You'll  Find  Out"  opened  at  the 
Roxy  for  a  one  week  engagement 
yesterday  with  Kay  Kyser's  band  on the  stage  as  well  as  in  the  film.  The 
last  five  days  of  "Mark  of  Zorro" with  a  stage  show  at  the  Roxy  grossed 
an  estimated  $35,000. 

Gibney  Reelected 
Writer  Guild  Head 

Hollywood,  Nov.  14.  —  Sheridan 
Gibney  was  reelected  president  of  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild  last  night.  A 
recount  was  ordered  in  the  vice-presi- 

dential contest,  as  the  vote  for  Sidney 
Buchman  and  Dwight  Taylor  was  ex- 

tremely close. 
Other  officers  are:  Dore  Schary, 

secretary,  and  Lester  Cole,  treasurer. 
Named  to  the  executive  board  were : 
Ralph  Block,  Jerome  Chodorov,  Joseph 
Fields,  Harry  Kurnitz,  Ring  Lardner, 
Jr.,  John  Howard  Lawson,  William 
Ludwig,  Maurice  Rapf,  Donald  Ogden 
Stewart,  Gibney  Buchman,  Schary 
and  Taylor. 
The  constitution  was  amended  to 

require  26  weeks'  studio  work  instead of  12  as  a  qualification  for  active 
membership. 

'Santa  Fe'  Opens  Dec.  13 
The  premiere  of  "Santa  Fe  Trail," Warner  film  starring  Errol  Flynn  and 

Olivia  de  Havilland,  will  be  held  at 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  on  Dec.  13. 

NAT  HOLT,  RKO  Theatres  divi- sion manager,  is  due  here  Mon- 
day from  his  headquarters  in  Cleve- land. 

• 
Edward  A.  Golden,  Monogram 

vice-president,  has  left  for  his  head- 
quarters at  the  studio. • 

B.  G.  Kranze,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager in  Albany,  is  here  for  home  of- fice and  circuit  conferences. 

• 
Bert  Stearn,  Charles  Stern, 

Arthur  Silverstone  and  William 
Brandt  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.). 

• 
Harry  Lamont,  exhibitor  in  the 

Albany  district,  has  returned  from  a 
trip  to  New  York. 

Larry  Cowan,  manager  of  the  Fa- 
bian Grand,  Albany,  is  using  a  cane 

because  of  a  pulled  tendon. 
• 

Mary  Pickford  is  in  town. 

Convention  Opened 

By  National  Board 
The  National  Board  of  Review  of 

Motion  Pictures  yesterday  opened  its 
17th  annual  conference  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania.  The  general  subject  of 
this  year's  meeting  is  "New  Fron- 

tiers for  American  Movies." 
James  Shelley  Hamilton,  executive 

director,  opened  the  three-day  meet- 
ing yesterday  morning  with  an  ad- dress of  welcome  to  the  delegates 

from  approximately  37  states.  The 
morning  session  yesterday  was  occu- 

pied with  a  panel  on  community  mo- 
tion picture  activities,  with  Mrs. 

Lewis  P.  Addoms,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Council  of  Brooklyn, 
as  leader. 

During  the  afternoon,  the  delegates 
attended  the  matinee  performance  of 
Walt  Disney's  "Fantasia"  at  the 
Broadway  Theatre,  as  guests  of  Dis- 

ney Productions.  The  evening  was 
spent  in  attendance  at  a  motion  pic- 

ture course  at  New  York  Univer- 
sity's School  of  Education,  with  Dr. Frederick  M.  Thrasher  as  chairman. 

Richard  Griffith  of  the  Museum  of 
Modern  Art  Film  Library  was 
speaker  at  the  session  of  the  course. 
The  conference  will  conclude  with 

the  26th  annual  luncheon  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvanida  on  Saturday.  Numer- 

ous speakers  are  scheduled  to  address 

the  delegates  during  tomorrow's morning  and  afternoon  sessions. 

Bernhard  on  Tour 

Of  Albany  and  Troy 
Albany,  Nov.  14. — Joseph  Bern- 

hard,  general  manager  of  Warner 
Theatres,  was  here  today  on  a  visit 
to  the  circuit's  seven  theatres  in 
Albany  and  Troy.  Bernhard  conferred 
with  Moe  Silver,  zone  manager,  and 
discussed  general  operating  problems 
with  Silver  and  department  heads. 

Lipton  Due  Jan.  1 
Hollywood,  Nov.  14. — David  Lip- 

ton,  recently  appointed  advertising  and 
publicity  director  of  Columbia,  will 
continue  at  the  Universal  studio  until 
Dec.  15,  and  will  spend  two  weeks 
at  the  Columbia  studio  before  going 
East. 

Parade 

rHE  sudden  and  dramatic  exit 
from  New  York  harbor  and  her 

berth  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  largest 
liner  afloat,  presumably  bound  on  war 

duty  for  England,  received  full  atten- tion from  all  the  newsreels  in  the 
weekend  issues.    Contents  follow : 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  20—  Departure  ( 

of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Explosion  in  New ; 
Jersey.  Colorado  girls  climb  mountain. 
Missouri  turkeys  face  last  hours.  Tornado 
in  Tennessee.  Horse  show  in  Madison 
Square  Garden,  New  York.  Aviators  fly- ing in  Canada.  Fashions  in  evening  wear. 
Brooklyn  professional  football  game. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  218-World's largest  liner  sails,  probably  to  war  duty. 

Cave  dwellers'  life  in  London  raid  shel- 
ters. Sabotage  suspected  in  New  Jersey- blast.  U.  S.  and  Canada  display  prepared- ness in  the  air.    College  football  games. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  23—  Queen Elisabeth  sails  from  New  York.  German 
prisoners  pictured  exclusively  in  Canada. 
Girls  sign  for  National  Service  League  in 
Tacoma.  Election  bets  paid  off.  War 
birds  fly  in  Canada  and  Virginia.  Blasts 
and  Atlanta  fire  probed  by  F.B.I.  Foot- 

ball games  in  Dallas  and  at  New  Haven. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  23—  Fire  in Atlanta  armory;  explosion  in  New  Jersey 

plant.  Queen  Elisabeth  sails  for  war  duty. 
U.  S.  pilots  in  training  in  Virginia;  Ca- nadians test  wings  at  Ottawa.  Emperor 
reviews  Japanese  army.  Mobile  recruiting 
unit.  Stanford  beats  Washington  on  grid- iron. 

UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,    No.  928- 
Torpedo  factory  fire  in  New  Jersey.  Fire 
destroys  Atlanta  armory.  Windstorms  hit 
Chicago.  Queen  Elisabeth  sails  from  New 
York.  Mobile  hospital  demonstrated.  Air 
demonstration  in  Virginia.  Texas  turkeys 
eye  the  axe.  Six-day  bike  race  in  Chicago. 
Horse  show  in  New  York.  Fordham-Pur- due  on  football  field. 

Republic  Meeting 
In  Toronto  Today 

Toronto,  Nov.  14. — The  second  of 
a  series  of  Republic  regional  sales 
meetings  will  be  held  here  tomorrow 
and  Saturday  at  the  Royal  York 
Hotel,  with  A.  W.  Perry,  general 
manager  of  Empire  Films,  Ltd.,  and 
branch  managers  attending. 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  presi- 
dent, will  arrive  tomorrow  from  New 

York.  Herbert  J.  Yates,  head  of  Con- 
solidated Film  Industries,  is  now  here 

and  will  also  attend. 
Branch  managers  in  attendance  will 

include  H.  O.  Painter,  Toronto ;  I.  W. 
Blankenstein,  Calgary;  M.  J.  Isman, 
Montreal ;  Frank  L.  Vaughan,  Winni- 

peg, and  Gerald  M.  Hoyt,  St.  John. 
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Exhibitors  Have  Day  in  Court  on  Decree 

12  Regional 

Theatre  Units 

Fight  Decree 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
tervene  in  the  proceedings  was  made 
and  that  was  frowned  upon  by  the 
court.  This  attempt  was  made  by 
Paul  Ziegler  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Con- 

ference of  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers. Other  exhibitor  spokesmen  con- 
tented themselves  with  oral  objections 

to  the  decree's  provisions.  Several 
were  permitted  to  file  briefs  in  sup- 

port of  individual  arguments,  but  the 
court,  for  the  most  part,  refused  to 
accept  general  briefs. 

The  Alignments 

The  hearing  was  more  notable,  per- 
haps, for  the  odd  alignments  and  con- 

tradictions, tradewise,  of  groups  and 
viewpoints  than  for  the  testimony 
given.  Representatives  of  three  and 
four-theatre  operations  stood  shoulder- 
to-shoulder  in  their  opposition  to  the 
decree  with  some  of  the  nation's  larg- est and  most  powerful  circuits  ;  Allied 
States  found  itself  aligned  with  its 
principal  lance-tilter,  the  national 
M.P.T.O.A. ;  representatives  of  two 
M.P.T.O.A.  regional  affiliates  yielded 
their  speaking  time  to  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  general  counsel  and 
chairman,  after  finding  themselves 
concurring  with  his  expressions ;  two 
major  distributors  bulwarked  the  ex- 

hibitor opposition. 
Judge  Goddard  was  moved  at  one 

point  to  inquire  of  Sher  whether  he 
"knew  of  any  small  exhibitor  or  inde- 

pendent who  approved  of  the  decree." Sher,  with  obvious  reluctance,  was 
forced  to  admit  that  he  knew  of  some 
"individuals"  but  no  independent 
groups  in  favor  of  it. 

"With  this  array  appearing  as 
'friends  of  the  court,'  "  Sher  remarked, 
"it  would  seem  that  the  court  has 
many  more  friends  than  the  decree." 

Referee  Hearing  Urged 
Milton  Weisman,  attorney  for  New 

York  I.T.O.A.,  in  the  course  of  his 
opposition,  made  the  suggestion  that 
the  court  send  the  decree  to  a  referee 
for  hearings  at  which  exhibitors  could 
participate,  and  this  was  seconded 
later  by  Jacob  Schechter,  represent- 

ing Allied  of  New  York. 
Judge  Goddard,  at  several  stages 

of  the  hearing,  appeared  interested  in 
repeated  exhibitor  statements  that 
they  had  not  been  given  a  hearing  by 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  in  Washington  last  Septem- 

ber. The  statements,  apparently,  were 
directed  at  the  court's  insistence  that 
the  Government  represented  the  peo- 

ple and  exhibitors  in  the  making  of 
the  decree,  and  all  objections  should 
have  been  addressed  to  it  by  the 
exhibitors. 

Sher  attributed  the  exhibitor  op- 
position to  the  decree  to  what  he 

termed  their  "unwillingness  to  buy pictures  in  competition  with  each 
other." 
He  contended  that  the  block-of-five 

provision  would  produce  that  result 
(Continued  on  column  4) 

Top  Ranking  Executives  and 

Lawyers  Hear  Pros  and  Cons 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard's  courtroom  yesterday  was filled  not  only  with  spokesmen  who  claimed  to  represent  98  per  cent 

of  the  nation's  theatres,  but  one  of  the  most  expensive  legal  bat- 
teries assembled  in  any  courtroom. 

In  the  gathering  of  about  200  which  packed  the  room  to  over- 
flowing for  almost  six  hours  were :  John  W.  Davis,  J.  Robert  Rubin 

and  Tyree  Dillard,  representing  Loew's-M-G-M;  Thomas  D. Thacher,  Austin  C.  Keough,  Louis  Phillips  and  A.  C.  Bickford, 
representing  Paramount;  Colonel  William  J.  Donovan,  O.  C.  Doer- 
ing,  William  Mallard  and  John  Howley,  RKO;  Joseph  M.  Proskauer, 
Robert  W.  Perkins  and  Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Warners;  Richard  C. 
Dwight,  John  Caskey  and  Frederick  Pride,  20th  Century-Fox;  Louis 
D.  Frohlich,  Herman  Finkelstein  and  Irving  Moross,  Columbia; 
Edward  C.  Raftery,  United  Artists  and  Columbia;  Adolph  Schimel, 
Universal;  and  John  Moroney,  Interstate  Circuit. 

Also,  Ed  Kuykendall,  Abram  F.  Myers,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Harry 
Brandt,  R.  C.  Wilby,  Nathan  Yamins,  George  Aarons,  Herman 
Levy,  Milton  Weisman,  Jacob  Schechter,  David  Palfreyman,  Sidney 
Schreiber,  Joseph  Brodsky,  James  Hayes,  Robert  Sher,  Robert 
Wright;  J.  Stephen  Doyle,  Seymour  Simon,  Henry  G.  Grav,  E.  R. 
Sims,  Sidney  B.  Pfeiffer,  Paul  J.  Ziegler,  Fred  Kent,  Mike  Rice, 
Roy  L.  Walker  and  Robert  T.  Barton. 

What  Exhibitor  and  U.  S. 

Attorneys  Told  the  Court 

Abram  Myers,  Allied  States'  gen- 
eral counsel:  The  decree  doesn't 

prevent  violations  of  the  anti-trust 
laws,  it  merely  modifies  prevailing 
practices;  exhibitors  are  still  subject 
to  sales  coercion.  No  restraint  is 

placed  on  product  sales  of  a  consent- 
ing company  to  its  affiliated  theatres, 

upon  existing  film  franchises  nor  on 
the  integration  of  production  and  dis- 

tribution with  exhibition.  The  escape 
clause  runs  counter  to  the  Sherman 
Act's  purposes.  It  forces  the  exhibi- 

tors, who  do  not  want  the  decree,  to 
obtain  compliance  with  it  and  to  pay 
for  it.  He  advocated  either  the  Neely 
bill  or  a  cancellation  privilege  in 
place  of  the  decree. 
Milton  C.  Weisman,  New  York 

I.T.O.A.:  The  decree  is  unworkable 
and  perpetuates  evils  in  the  industry. 
Its  effects  on  exhibitors'  business  may 
be  disastrous.  Approval  of  the  decree 
by  this  court  would  prejudice  other 
courts  against  suits  brought  by  exhibi- 

tors in  the  future.  Decree  should  be 
sent  to  a  referee  for  public  hearings, 
and  I.T.O.A.  agrees  to  pay  costs  of 
such  hearings  up  to  $15,000  or  more. 
Government's  decree  and  suit  should 
be  dismissed  so  that  exhibitors  may 
bring  a  new  action. 
Joseph  Brodsky,  attorney  for 

Local  802,  A.F.M.:  Provision  should 
be  made  for  preventing  discrimination 
against  exhibitors  who  desire  to  use 
musicians  but  are  prevented  from  do- 

ing so  by  "forced"  product  commit- ments. 
William  E.  Sims,  attorney  for  M. 

P.T.O.A.:  The  decree  fails  to  pro- 
tect exhibitors  and  the  public.  Asked 

for  block  booking  with  cancellation 
instead  of  block-of-five  sales.  Claimed 
he  represented  7,700  theatres. 

Paul  Ziegler,  attorney  for  P.C.C. 
I.T.O.:  Asked  that  the  entry  of  the 
decree  be  deferred  until  he  could  pre- 

pare to  intervene.  This  being  denied 
he  asserted  that  he  may  bring  an  in- 

dependent suit  based  on  Government's original  complaint. 
L.  B.  Schwartz,  Northwest  Allied 

counsel,  Minneapolis:  The  decree 
offers  distributors  protection  against 
loss  of  business  in  exchange  terri- 

tories contrary  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Sherman  Act.  It  abandons  the  main 
purposes  of  the  suit  and  further  en- 

trenches monopoly  for  three  years 
with  the  Government's  blessing.  Also, 
the  cost  of  arbitration  will  be  prohibi- 

tive for  most  exhibitors. 
Jacob  Schechter,  New  York  Allied 

counsel:  Attacked  blocks-of-five 
provision  and  loss  of  cancellation 
privilege  under  decree.  Advocated 
reference  of  decree  to  a  special  mas- 

ter for  public  hearings.  Asked  inclu- 
sion in  decree,  if  it  is  approved,  of 

clause  stipulating  nothing  in  decree 
shall  be  considered  a  defense  against 
suits  brought  by  exhibitors  in  the future. 

Sidney  B.  Pfeiffer,  counsel  for  M. 
P.T.O.  of  New  York:  The  decree 
means  establishment  of  absolute  mon- 

opoly in  industry;  accomplishes  al- 
most "vicious  result"  for  exhibitors. 

Robert  T.  Barton,  M.P.T.O.  of 
Virginia  counsel:  Attacked  trade 
showing  and  block-of-five  provisions. 
Prefers  existing  order  to  the  decree. 
Suggested  exhibitors  get  together 
with  Government  and  work  out  de- 

cree changes.  Exhibitors  should  be 
given  cancellation  or  the  suit  should 

go  to  trial. 
Roy  L.  Walker,  representing  The- 

atre Owners  Protective  Ass'n  of 
Texas:  The  decree  will  double  the 
cost  of  films  and  delay  releases  from 
three  to  six  months.  Will  force  small 
exhibitors  into  chains  or  buying  com- 

bines. Attacked  trade  and  arbitration 
showings  as  "useless  and  costly  to  ex- 

hibitors." Charged  exhibitors  weren't 
given  a  hearing  in  Washington  and 
that,  "if  the  Government  had  a  case 
in  the  first  place,  it  could  send  anyone 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

U.S.  Attorneys 

Defend  Pact 

Before  Court 

(Continued  from  column  1) 
and  that  exhibitors  still  had  their 
power  to  negotiate  with  distributors 
for  a  cancellation  privilege,  and  still 
had  their  legal  right  to  bring  suits 
against  distributors  for  treble  damages 
under  the  anti-trust  laws.  Defending 
the  decree  further,  he  argued  that  it 
deserved  a  one-year  trial  on  its  merits, 
that  it  took  nothing  from  exhibitors 
in  the  way  of  legal  rights  and, 
through  its  arbitration  provisions, 
added  one  more  court  of  redress  for 
their  grievances  to  those  already  open 
to  them. 

Follows  Defense  Line 

Abram  Myers,  Allied  States  coun- 
sel, the  first  to  speak,  substantially 

made  the  same  argument  against  the 
decree,  observers  felt,  that  was  made 
by  the  major  company  defendants  to 
the  suit  itself  when  it  was  first  filed 
by  the  Government. 

In  opposing  the  trade  showings  and 
defending  block  booking,  Myers  took 
what  observers  described  as  an  ad- 

verse view  to  Allied  States'  position at  the  Neely  bill  hearings ;  and  it 
found  Judge  Roy  L.  Walker  of  Lam- 

pasas, Tex.,  operator  of  three  thea- 
tres, opposing  the  decree  on  the 

ground  that  it  would  force  small  op- 
erators such  as  himself  into  large 

circuits,  at  least  as  buying  and  book- 
ing customers. 

John  Moroney,  attorney  for  the 
Karl  Hoblitzelle  Texas-Interstate  in- 

terests, opposed  the  decree  on  the 
grounds  that  the  block-of-five  pro- 

vision limited  theatres  to  a  five-week 
product  supply,  under  which  they 
could  not  operate  successfully. 

No  Relief,  Says  Frohlich 

Louis  D.  Frohlich,  counsel  for  Co- 
lumbia, told  Judge  Goddard :  The  de- 

cree gives  no  relief  and  changes  noth- 
ing but  the  sales  method.  The  new 

selling  system  which  it  establishes 
would  unreasonably  delay  releases  and 
would  require  burdensome  extra 
financing  for  such  companies  as  Co- 

lumbia to  provide  for  increased  pro- 
duction and  sales  costs  and,  thus, 

would  increase  the  price  of  films.  The 
decree  does  not  meet  the  objectives  of 
the  Government's  complaint.  The 
court  lacks  jurisdiction  over  the  de- 

cree because  it  usurps  legislative  func- 
tions and  performs  no  judicial  func- 
tion. The  escape  clause  has  coercive 

aspects  insofar  as  the  non-consenting 
companies  are  concerned.  The  decree 
should  be  modified  or  vacated,  Froh- lich said. 
Edward  C.  Raftery,  counsel  for 

United  Artists,  said  he  agreed  with 
nothing  stated  in  the  decree's  favor  by 
Hayes  except  that  it  would  decrease 
the  number  of  film  critics  in  small 
towns  and  increase  them  on  trade 
papers  and  in  large  cities.  He  also 
asserted  that  United  Artists  and  Uni- 

versal, whom  he  also  represents,  re- 
served the  right  to  object  to  it  later 

and  to  appeal  from  an  order  approv- 

ing it. 



MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY Friday,  November  15,  1940 

MAP  OF  U.  S.  ARBITRATION 

THIS  map  constitutes  the  new  divisional  setup  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  in  the  United  States,  as  drawn 
by  the  American  Arbitration  Association,  for  applica- 

tion under  the  consent  decree.  It  is  officially  called  "Map of  Arbitration  districts  of  the  American  arbitration 
tribunals  of  the  motion  picture  industry,  to  be  maintained 

and  operated  by  the  American  Arbitration  Association". 
Local  arbitration  tribunals  will  maintain  headquarters 

in  31  key  cities.  Arbitration  district  lines  do  not  neces- 
sarily follow  the  boundaries  of  the  old  exchange  terri- 
tories. Arbitration  districts  have  been  formed  by  county 

lines,  with  consideration  given  to  population  of  each  area 
and  transportation  facilities  to  the  key  city. 
Heavy  black  lines  (  )  indicate  the  district  boun- 

daries. 

Broken  lines  (  •  —  •  —  • )  are  the  State  borders. 
Black  dots  (  • )  mark  the  key  cities  where  the  boards 

will  meet. 
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By  W.  SOMERSET  MAUGHAM,  with 

HERBERT  MARSHALL 

JAMES  STEPHENSON 

FRIEDA  INESCORT  •  GALE  SONDERGAARD 

A  WM.  WYLER  Production 
Screen  Play  by  Howard  Koch  •  Music  by  Max  Steioer 

Warner  Bros., 

producers 
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'Dictator' Hits 
What  Exhibitor  and  U.  S. 

Attorneys  Told  the  Court 

Map  Film  Market 

Into  31  Districts 

For  Arbitration 

Good  $20,200 

\  Philadelphia 

I  Philadelphia,  Nov.  14.  —  "The 
;  Great  Dictator"  held  strong  for  its 
.  second  week  at  the  Aldine  with  $20,- 
200.  "Arise,  My  Love"  gave  the 

}Boyd  $16,300.  "The  Quarterback," '  'Avith  vaudeville,  gave  the  Earle  $20,- 700. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ed Nov.  6-8: 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.A.) 
•  ALDINE — (1,400)    (7Sc-$1.14)   7  days,  2nd 
week.     Gross:  $20,200.     (Average,  $9,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) ARCADIA  —  (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  6  days, 
2nd  week,  2nd  run.    Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, 

j  $2,600) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) BOYD  —    (2,400)    (35c -41c -46c -57c -68c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $16,300.    (Average,  $13,000) 

\    "The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
EARLE  —  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

■  days  with  vaudeville  including  Louella 
Parsons'  unit  with  Ilona  Massey,  Binnie Barnes,  Brenda  Joyce,  Sabu,  Robert  Stack 
William  Orr  and  Mike  Frankovitch.  Gross: 

'  $20,700.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Margie"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Gladys  Fox, 

Eve  Arden,  George  Beatty,  Mills-King  & 
Ray,  Al  Gordon  and  his  Racketeers,  Roberts 
6  White.  Gross:  $6,600.  (Average,  $6,900) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.B.) FOX— (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $13,700.     (Average,  $13,000) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) KARLTON  —  (1,000)    (35c -41c -46c -57c -68c) 

'    7  days,  2nd  run.    Gross:  $4,800.  (Average, $3,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S  —  (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $4,900.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
STANLEY  —  (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $12,200.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"The  World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 

John  Balaban  Tells 

About  Para.  Meeting 

Hollywood,  Nov.  14. — John  Bala- 
ban, chairman  of  the  Paramount  the- 
atre associates,  who  are  now  visiting 

the  company's  studios,  today  issued a  statement  reading  in  part : 
"We  selected  from  our  theatre  de- 

partment those  men  on  the  firing  line 
of  exhibition.  Together  we  brought 
to  the  studio  our  problems  along  with 
certain  ideas  which  we  knew  would 
clarify  many  situations. 

"With  Frank  Freeman  and  the  stu- 
dio men,  we  thoroughly  covered  all 

angles  of  our  business." 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

to  the  penitentiary  for  signing  this  de- 

cree." 

Fred  Kent,  counsel  for  Southeast- 
ern Theatre  Owners  Association  and 

certain  Paramount  theatre  partners: 
Denied  affiliated  theatres  will  benefit 
from  decree.  Said  block  booking  is 

preferred  to  blocks-of-five  sales. 
Charged  the  Attorney  General  has  no 
authority  to  make  the  decree.  The 
decree  accentuates  all  the  evils  which 
have  existed  in  the  business  and  takes 
cancellation  away  from  exhibitors. 
Asked  the  court  to  find  the  decree 
inequitable  and  remedy  it. 

John  Moroney,  attorney  for  Inter- 
state Circuit,  Dallas:  Attacked  the 

the  blocks-of-five  sales  as  ruinous  for 
exhibitors,  allowing  them  a  product 
supply  for  only  five  weeks  at  a  time, 
which  he  charged  was  patently  in- 
equitable. 

L.  M.  Rice,  attorney  for  Robb  & 
Rowley  circuit,  Texas:  Charged  the 
decree  was  evidence  of  a  complete 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 

ment in  the  prosecution  of  its  suit. 
George  Aarons,  counsel  for  the  U. 

M.P.T.O.  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
Southern  New  Jersey  and  Delaware, 
and  Herman  Levy,  attorney  for  the 
Conecticut  M.P.T.O.A.,  noted  objec- 

tions to  the  decree  for  the  record  but 
surrendered  their  speaking  time  to 
Myers,  with  whose  objections,  they 
advised  the  court,  they  concurred. 

The  Government 
States  Its  Views 
The  only  defense  of  the  decree  was 

made  by  James  Hayes  and  Robert 
Sher,  assistant  Attorneys  General,' 
Following  is  a  resume  of  their  plead- 

ings : 
•Hayes:  The  decree  represents  an 

effort  to  remedy  evils  of  the  business 
without  resorting  to  the  drastic  rem- 

edy of  theatre  divorcement,  which 
would  bring  chaos  to  the  industry  for 
a  long  time  to  come.  Government 

'Reuters'  and  Show 

$24,000,  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  14. — "A  Dispatch 
from  Reuters"  and  "George  White's 
Scandals"  on  the  stage  brought  the 

Stanley  $24,000.  "Arise  My  Love"  at the  Penn  drew  $13,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  7 : 

"Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
ALVIN— (1,800)     (28c-39c-55c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $5,400.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
FULTON— (1,700)  (28c-44c)  10  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $8,100.  (Average,  7  days, 
$5,000) 
"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  PENN— (3,400)  (28c-39c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
RITZ— (800)    (28c-44c)    7    days,  Gross: 

$4,800.     (Average,  $4,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
SENATOR — (1,700)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 

3rd  week.  Gross:  $2,200.  (Average,  $3,000) 
"A  Dispatch  from  Renter's"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY— (3,600)  (28c-44c-66c).  On 

stage:  "George  White's  Scandals"  with Ben  Blue.  7  days.  Gross:  $24,000.  (Aver- 
age, $18,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
WARNER — (2,000)  (75c-$1.10)  7  days,  2nd 

week.    Gross:  $8,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 

was  willing  to  avoid  that.  Problems 
of  the  industry  are  unlike  those  of 
other  industries.  Admitted  the  decree 
was  not  perfect,  but  represents  a  sin- 

cere effort  to  obtain  a  workable  de- 
cree. The  next  three  years  will  tell 

how  good  it  is. 
The  trade  showings  are  designed  to 

eliminate  blind  buying,  which  exhib- 
itors have  complained  of  for  years. 

It  doesn't  require  them  to  see  the 
films.  Trade  paper  reviewers  may 
be  expected  to  fulfill  that  function. 
The  blocks-of-five  is  designed  to  elim- 

inate block  booking,  which  exhibitors 
also  have  complained  of  for  years. 
The  blocks  are  not  "frozen"  and  pic- tures in  several  blocks  can  be  inter- 

changed. The  exhibitor  still  has  his 
bargaining  ability,  and  can  buy  as 
many  blocks  as  he  is  able  to  negotiate 
for.  Playing  time  is  opened  up  and 
competition  is  stimulated  thereby.  Both 
exhibitors  and  distributors  should 
benefit  from  this.  Circuit  buying 
power  is  curbed,  forcing  of  shorts  and 
newsreels  prohibited ;  arbitration 
should  relieve  many  clearance,  buying 
and  run  complaints ;  circuit  expansion 
is  curbed,  franchises  cannot  be  dis- 

turbed where  they  involve  contracts  of 
those  not  parties  to  the  action.  Ar- 

bitration is  compulsory  for  consenting 
companies  but  not  for  exhibitors.  The 
decree  is  not  a  panacea  but  a  help, 
and  preferable  to  the  chaos  of  di- 

vorcement. If  the  decree  fails  the 
Government  may  have  no  alternative 
but  to  press  trial  of  the  suit.  How- 

ever, he  believes  it  will  work  and 
do  good. 
Sher:  Answered  attacks  on 

court's  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 
Said  if  buying  in  blocks  of  five  is  bad 
for  exhibitors,  buying  in  blocks  of 
50  is  10  times  more  so.  Exhibitors 
still  can  bargain  for  cancellation.  Ex- 

hibitors object  to  competition,  not  to 
the  decree.  Answered  criticisms 
against  arbitration  and  the  escape 
clause. 

'Parade'  Detroit's 

Best  With  $17,000 

Detroit,  Nov.  14. — The  Fox  drew 
$17,000  with  "Spring  Parade"  and "Meet  the  Wildcat."  The  Michigan 
grossed  $15,000  with  "Knute  Rockne — All  American"  and  "Money  and  the 

Woman." 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  7 : 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) "Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
ADAMS — (1,600)   (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Lucky  Partners"  (RKO) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,000.     (Average,  $7,000.) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-55c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $17,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"Knute  Rockne — AH   American"    (W.  B.) 
"Money  and  the  Woman"  (W.  B.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)     (15c-39c-44c-5Sc)  7 

days.     Gross:   $15,000.     (Average,  $12,000) "The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
PALMS— (2,700)     (25c-39c-55c)     7  days. Gross:   $7,000.     (Average,  $7,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-44c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $10,- 

000) 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Western  Pennsylvania  and  half  of 
West  Virginia — Pittsburgh. 
Maryland  and  Virginia— Washing- 

ton. 

North  and  South  Carolina — Char- lotte. 

Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  most 
of  Tennessee — Atlanta. 

Eastern  half  of  Kentucky,  Western 
half  of  West  Virginia  and  Southern 
half  of  Ohio — Cincinnati. 

Northern  half  of  Ohio — Cleveland. 
Michigan  (East  of  the  lake) — De- troit. 
Most  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan 

counties  west  of  the  lake — Milwaukee. 
Indiana  (South  of  South  Bend)  and 

part  of  Western  Kentucky — Indian- 

apolis. Northern  Illinois  down  to  and  in- 
cluding Springfield  and  a  small  part 

of  Indiana — Chicago. 
Southern  Illinois  and  Eastern  Mis- 

souri and  a  few  counties  in  the  ex- 
treme Western  end  of  Kentucky — St. Louis. 

Western  Tennessee,  Northern  Miss- 
issippi and  Arkansas — Memphis. 

Southern  Mississippi  and  Louisiana — New  Orleans. 

Western  Missouri  and  Kansas — Kansas  City. 

All  but  the  17  most  Western  coun- 
ties of  Iowa — Des  Moines. 

Western  Wisconsin,  Minnesota, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota — Minneapolis. 

Western  Iowa  and  the  Eastern  two- 
thirds  of  Nebraska — Omaha. 
Oklahoma  and  a  few  Texas  coun- ties— Oklahoma  City. 
Texas — Dallas. 
New  Mexico,  Colorado,  all  but  a 

few  counties  of  Wyoming,  Western 
South  Dakota  and  Western  Nebraska 
— Denver. 

Montana,  Southern  Idaho,  a  few 
counties  of  Wyoming,  Utah  and  four 
Western  counties  in  Nevada — Salt Lake  City. 

Arizona,  one  Nevada  county  and 
Southern  California — Los  Angeles. 
Northern  California,  Western  Ne- 

vada, and  two  counties  of  Oregon — San  Francisco. 
Washington  and  10  counties  in 

West  Montana — Seattle. 
Oregon  (with  the  exception  of  two 

counties  )  — Portland. 

Objections  to  New 

Complaint,  Dec,  5 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

objections  of  the  three  non-consent- 
ing companies  to  the  filing  of  the 

complaint  against  them. 
Louis  D.  Frohlich,  counsel  for  Co- 

lumbia, told  the  court  that  the 
amended  complaint  fails  to  state  a 
cause  of  action.  He  argued  furthei 
that  it  is  based  upon  selling  practices 
which  are  not  illegal  and  which  have 
been  in  vogue  in  the  industry  as  long 
as  there  has  been  a  film  business. 
The  five  consenting  companies  and 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum,  RKO  theatre 
subsidiary,  entered  their  answers,  con- 

sisting of  general  denials  of  the 
charges  contained  in  the  amended 
complaint. 

Last  Franchise  By 
20th-Fox  With  KAO 
The  last  film  franchise  prior 

to  the  consent  decree  provi- 
sions banning  them  between 

consenting  companies  after 
June  6,  1940,  was  made  by 
20th  Century-Fox  with  Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum  circuit,  it  was 
revealed  at  the  Federal  court 
hearing  yesterday.  The  fran- 

chise actually  was  not  con- 
cluded until  after  June  6, 

but  since  consideration  was 
passed  early  in  January  the 
Government  recommended 
that  it  be  exempt  from  the 
decree  provisions  and  regard- 

ed as  valid  by  the  court. 
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Local  Film  Critics  Praise 

Walt  Disney's  'Fantasia' (Continued  from  page  1) 

picture  for  the  press  and  others  in  the  trade  was  held  the  night  before. 
Leopold  Stokowski  attended  both  performances,  as  one  of  the  stars  of  the 

picture,  with  Mickey  Mouse. 
The  charity  premiere  was  strictly  "full  dress"  and  attracted  a  full  house. 
What  the  critics,  both  film  and  music,  think  of  the  picture  follows : 

Mutual  Plans 

S.  A.  Program 

Interchange 

Mutual  plans  to  exchange  a  series 
of  programs  with  South  American  na- 

tions, it  was  revealed  yesterday  fol- 
lowing a  two-day  joint  meeting  of 

the  MBS  board  of  directors  and  oper- 
ating board,  at  the  Hotel  Ambas- 

sador. A  representative  will  be  ap- 
pointed shortly  to  negotiate  with 

Latin  American  radio  and  government 
officials.  Facilities  of  WRUL,  Bos- 

ton, for  short  wave  sending,  and  Press 
Wireless,  for  reception  here,  wilF 
probably  be  utilized. 

Negotiations  have  been  completed 
with  Associated  Press  for  the  sale  of 
the  news  service  to  a  national  sponsor. 
AP  news  will  continue  to  be  used  over 
Mutual.  All  Mutual  stations  which 
have  FM  affiliates  were  granted  per- 

mission to  feed  network  programs  to 
the  FM  outlets. 

Lewis  Allen  Weiss,  West  Coast' 
vice-president,  declared  that  the  new 
Don  Lee  studios  will  open  shortly  and 
will  be  used  as  a  major  origination 
point  for  Coast  shows.  A  new  rate 
card  for  the  web  was  ratified  and  will 
be  issued  early  next  week.  It  was 
announced  that  the  "American  Forum 
of  the  Air"  is  available  for  sponsor- 

ship and  that  115  stations  have  ac- 
cepted the  Philadelphia  Orchestra. 

A  special  meeting  to  discuss  pro- 
grams will  probably  be  held  in  New 

York  Jan.  12-15.  Program  officials  of 
the  various  stations  will  have  an  op- 

portunity to  discuss  programs  with 
network  officials. 

Tucson  Ready  for 

'Arizona'  Premiere 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

ley  Ruggles,  producer  and  director  of 
the  film,  will  be  master  of  ceremonies. 
Miss  Arthur  was  guest  of  honor  at 
a  reception  today.  She  will  appear 
in  a  radio  treatment  of  the  film  on 
the  Kate  Smith  Hour  over  CBS  to- 

morrow evening. 
Among  Columbia  officials  here  are : 

Harry  Cohn,  Jack  Cohn,  Abe  Mon- 
tague, Rube  Jackter,  N.  B.  Spingold, 

Louis  Weinberg,  Louis  Astor  and 
Max  Weisfeldt ;  Division  Managers 
Phil  Dunas,  Carl  Shalit,  Sam  Galanty, 
Jerome  Safron  and  Los  Angeles 
Branch  Manager  Wayne  Ball. 
Among  the  players  expected  at  the 

premiere  are  Porter  Hall,  Warren 
William,  Regis  Toomey,  Paul  Har- 

vey, Rita  Hayworth,  Glenn  Ford, 
Paul  Lukas,  Jack  Holt,  John  Mack 
Brown,  Fay  Wray,  Guy  Kibbee  and 
Florence  Rice. 

75  Kansas  Showmen 

Convene  at  Abilene 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  14. — About  75 

exhibitors  from  over  the  state  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  the  Kansas  In- 

dependent Theatres  Association  at 
Abilene,  Kan.,  today.  Largely  a  get- 
acquainted  affair,  the  convention  took 
up  little  of  a  controversial  nature. 
Homer  F.  Strowig  of  Abilene,  presi- 

dent, presided. 
Frank  Cassil,  president  of  the  Kan- 

sas-Missouri Theatres  Association, 
held  a  barbecue  today  at  the  Hoof  and 
Horn  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

FILM  CRITICS 
Motion  picture  history  was  made. 

.  .  .  Something  which  really  dumps 
conventional  formulas  overboard  and 
boldly  reveals  the  scope  of  films  for 
imaginative  excursion  .  .  .  delightful, 
exciting. — Bosley  Crowther,  N.  Y. Times. 

Inauguration  of  a  new  art  form.  .  .  . 
Disney  has  produced  a  picture  that 
seems  to  come  from  another  world.  It 
is  like  nothing  else  in  heaven  or  on 
earth  in  its  inspirational  blending  of 
color,  light,  motion  and  sound. — Kate 
Cameron,  N.  Y.  Daily  News. 
A  brave  and  beautiful  work.  .  .  . 

Whether  completely  satisfying  or  not, 
"Fantasia"  marks  a  milestone  .  .  . 
stimulating  and  downright  bewitching. 
.  .  .  If  it  is  not  always  perfect,  it  still 
is  a  courageous  and  distinguished  pro- 

duction.— Howard  Barnes,  N.  Y.  Her- 
ald Tribune. 

A  wealth  of  beauty  and  ingenuity. 
.  .  .  Audible  and  visual  wonders  result. 
.  .  .  A  symphonic  vaudeville  show.  .  .  . 
Hollywood's  most  interesting  artistic 
and  technical  achievement  to  date. — 
Lee  Mortimer,  N.  Y.  Mirror. 
A  beautiful,  enchanting  experiment 

charged  with  dramatic  dynamite.  .  .  . 
You'll  either  like  "Fantasia"  without 
reservation  or  you'll  dislike  it  with 
equal  vigor. — William  Boehnel,  N.  Y. 
World-  Telegram. 
Undeniably  the  most  remarkable 

achievement  in  picture  making  since 
the  advent  of  sound.  As  entertain- 

ment it  is  sheer  delight,  exciting,  su- 
perably  imaginative  and  breath-tak- 
ingly  beautifully.  —  Rose  Pelswick, 
N.  Y.  Journal  and  American. 

Complete  and  unique.  .  .  .  Even  Walt 
Disney  has  never  achieved  such  visual 
beauty  as  "Fantasia"  presents  in  many 
of  its  episodes. — Eileen  Creelman, 
N.  Y.  Sun. 

Needless  to  say  "Fantasia"  must  be 

"We're  all  in  the  show  business  and 
we've  got  to  work  together,"  Edgar 
Kobak,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge 
of  the  Blue  network,  told  Ampa  mem- 

bers at  a  luncheon  meeting  in  the 
Hotel  Edison  yesterday. 
Kobak  stated  that  films  and  radio 

are  not  in  competition.  "Your  com- 
petition is  for  the  consumer's  dollar," 

he  asserted,  urging  that  film  com- 
panies use  radio  to  sell  their  product. 

"If  a  soap  company  can  make  money 
advertising  by  radio,  so  can  you." Kobak  pointed  out  that  the  only 
competition  between  radio  and  the 
films  is  for  the  listener's  time.  "Not 
everybody  who  stays  away  from  the 
theatre  is  home  listening  to  the  radio 
either,"  he  added. 

The  head  of  the  Blue  network  said 
radio  would  continue  to  give  films  free 

seen  by  every  one,  except  the  very 
young  who  might  be  frightened. — 
Archer  Winsten,  N.  Y.  Post. 
A  wondrous  new  experience.  .  .  . 

Its  gifts  are  boundless.  .  .  .  There's nobody  hearing  and  seeing  it  who  will 
not  come  away  the  richer  for  it. — 
Cecelia,  Ager,  N.  Y.  PM. 
MUSIC  CRITICS 

"Fantasia"  is  indisputable  proof  of 
the  amazing  and  wholly  creative  things 
that  can  be  done  by  the  combination 
of  animated  design,  color  and  music 
and  a  most  forbidding  example  of 
what  not  to  do  with  this  magnificent 
apparatus. — Olin  Downes,  N.  Y. Times. 

What  (Stokowski)  does  to  dead 
composers'  music  is  nobody's  business. 
.  .  .  As  a  spectacle  with  music,  "Fan- 

tasia" is  no  high  art  job,  though  cer- tain moments  have  charm  and  others 
humor. — Virgil  Thomson,  N.  Y.  Her- 

ald Tribune. 
A  would-be  music  critic  bends  the 

knee  to  a  master  music  critic,  Walt 
Disney. — James  Whittaker,  N.  Y. Mirror. 

The  gentlemen  responsible  for 
"Fantasia"  have  been  about  as  exact- 

ing as  they  could  possibly  be  in  their 
selection  of  a  musical  program  .  .  . 
long  evening  of  caviar  and  gruel 
mingled. — Pitts  Sanborn,  N.  Y. 
Wo  rid-  Telegram. 
A  novel  art  form.  Certain  mental 

impressions  are  made  upon  listeners 
that  will  scarcely  fit  into  the  picture 
devised  by  Disney. — Grena  Bennett, 
N.  Y.  Journal  and  American. 
The  Hollywood  touch  is  the  best 

in  the  evening's  show.  .  .  .  When  the 
subjects  become  more  serious,  it  is 
hard  to  take  Mr.  Disney's  pictures 
very  seriously. — Henry  W.  Simon, 
N.  Y.  PM. 

time  over  the  air.  "You  get  free 
publicity  but  you  give  us  a  grand 
show,"  he  declared.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  pointed  out,  on  sustaining 
programs  there  is  no  certainty  how 
many  stations  will  take  the  show — 
sometimes  as  few  as  20 — while  on 
sponsored  time  a  definite  number  of 
stations  is  assured. 
Kobak  said  he  believed  that  in  the 

future,  the  film  industry  as  a  whole, 
or  an  individual  company,  would  buy 
time  to  put  on  a  commentator  who 
would  discuss  Hollywood  "your  way." 
"Both  of  us  use  plenty  of  publicity  but 
neither  of  us  uses  enough  advertising," he  said.  He  urged  the  industry  to 
think  of  radio  as  an  advertising 
medium  and  not  merely  as  a  publicity 
outlet.  "Use  show  business  to  adver- 

tise show  business,"  he  concluded. 

Church  Report 

Warns  Against 

Indecent  Films 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

moral  law  and  subvert  the  founda- 
tions of  Christian  society." "Evidence  is  accumulating  that  there  , 

is  a  partial  return  to  practice  against! 
which  the  voice  and  authority  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  the  United  States 

vigorously    protested   in    1934,"  the committee  warned. 
"In  this  protest  concurred  multi- tudes not  of  the  Catholic  faith  who 

also  were  deeply  concerned  about  films 
which  threatened  the  morals  of  the 

young,  the  family,  and  the  nation. 
"Our  responsibility  for  the  welfare 

of  souls  makes  it  incumbent  upon  us 
to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  pre- 

vent the  exposure  of  our  people  to  the 
incalculable  evil  of  the  immoral 
cinema.  We  therefore  register  our 
strong  protest  against  the  increasing 
objectionable  tendencies  which  lately 

have  become  manifest  in  films." The  report  was  made  public  tonight 
after  the  conference  had  devoted  con- 

siderable time  during  its  sessions  to 
a  discussion  of  new  trends  in  motion 

pictures. 'Annie'  and  Tucker 

$8,700  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  14.  —  "Tug- 

boat Annie  Sails  Again"  on  the 
screen  and  Tommy  Tucker's  orches- tra on  the  stage  took  $8,700  at  the 

Lyric.  "The  Great  Dictator"  did 
$8,800  at  higher  prices   at  Loew's. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  7-8 : "Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
CIRCLE  —  (2,800)    (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,200.     (Average,  $6,000) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 

INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    6  days. 
Gross:  $4,600.    (Average,  7  days,  $5,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.A) 
LOEW'S   —    (2,800)    (75c-$1.10)    7  days. 

Gross:  $8,800.    (Average.  $7,000) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) 
LYRIC  —  (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Tommy  Tucker  and  his  orchestra, plus  Billy  Wells  and  The  Four  Fays;  Bobby 
Gilbert;  Four  Sydney  s;  Statler  Twins. Gross:  $8,700.     (Average,  $8,000) 

'Mounted'  Garners 

$9,800  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Nov.  14. — "North  West 

Mounted  Police"  continued  its  im- 
pressive way  at  Loew's  with  $9,800 

for  the  second  week,  while  "Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand"  brought  $8,600  in its  second  week  at  the  Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  8: 

"A  Despatch  From  Reuters"  (W.  B.) "River's  End"  (W.  B.) 

CAPITOL  —  (2,547)     (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $8,000.     (Average,  $8,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S — (2,800)     (30c-40c-60c)     7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $9,800.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
"I'm   Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (919)    (25c-35c-50c)    7  days. Gross:   $4,300.     (Average,  $5,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (2Sc-40c-55c-65c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $8,600.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $4,400.     (Average,  $4,500) 

NBC  Executive  Asks  Films 

And  Radio  Work  Together 

By  EDWARD  GREIF 
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10  Television 

Stations  Get 

Authorization 

Howard  Hughes  and  Para. 
To  Build  on  Coast 

Washington,  Nov.  17. — Con- 
struction of  10  experimental  televis- 

ion stations  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  $3,000,000  for  experimental 

work  was  authorized  yesterday  by 
the  Federal  Communications  Com- 

mission. Six  will  be  in  Los  An- 
geles. 

The  F.C.C.  at  the  same  time 
disclosed  that  on  Jan.  27  it 
would  receive  a  formal  report  on 
progress  toward  standardization 
from  the   National  Television 
Systems  Committee,  represent- 

ing the  entire  industry. 
On  Jan.  24,  members  of  the  com- 

mission plan  to  go  to  New  York  for  a 
demonstration  of  latest  developments 
in  television. 

The  most  important  of  the  10  sta- 
tions authorized  are  two  to  be  built 

at  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  by 
Howard  Hughes,  whose  plans  call  for 
spending  $2,000,000  in  experiments  in 
tying  film  methods  and  exploitation 
into  television  through  his  Hughes 
Productions. 
Other  stations  authorized  will  be 

built  by  Television  Productions,  Inc., 
a  subsidiary  of  Paramount  in  Los  An- 

geles, this  being  a  relay  station ;  by 
CBS,  May  Department  Store,  Earle 
C.  Anthony  and  Le  Roy's  jewelers, all  in  Los  Angeles ;  Metropolitan 
Television,  Inc.,  New  York,  to  oper- 

ate in  cooperation  with  two  depart- 
ment stores ;  CBS,  Chicago,  and  Kan- 

sas Agricultural  College,  Manhattan, 
Kan. 
The  new  authorizations  bring  the 

total  to  nearly  two-score,  for  con- 
struction and  operation  of  which  the 

industry  has  set  aside  $8,000,000,  it 
was  said. 

U.  A.  Circuit  Nets 

$300,633  for  Year 

United  Artists  Theatre  Circuit,  Inc., 
and  subsidiaries  on  Friday  reported 
net  income  of  $300,633  for  the  year 
ended  last  Aug.  31.  This  compares 
with  net  profit  of  $138,811  for  the 
year  before. 

Before  deductions  for  interest,  de- 
preciation, amortization  and  Federal 

income  taxes,  net  income  was  $573,- 
631,  compared  with  $509,134  for  the 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Edmund  C.  Grainger 

Named  President 

Of  Shea  Circuit 

E.  C.  Grainger 

Edmund    C.    Grainger    has  been 
named  president  of  the  Shea  circuit 
in  a  rearrangement  of  the  officers  of 
the  various  Shea 

companies  follow- 
ing    the  death 

some  time  ago  of 
M.  A.  Shea,  who 
was  president. 
About    40  the- 

atres are  operat- 
ed in  the  group. 

Under  provision 
of  the  will  left  by 
Shea,  the  business 
is  to  be  continued 
in  the  same  man- 

ner as  it  has  been 
operated  under 
Grainger's  direc- 

tion since  1936,  when  Grainger  joined 
the  circuit  as  general  manager.  He 
will  continue  in  that  capacity. 
The  will  appointed  Dennis  F. 

O'Brien,  Edward  C.  Raftery  and 
Grainger  as  co-executors  and  as  trus- 

tees of  the  business,  which  is  to  be 
held  in  trust  for  10  years,  with  direc- 

tions that  they  operate  the  business. 
O'Brien  and  Raftery  are  attorneys. 

O'Brien  was  named  vice-president 
of  the  companies,  Raftery  treasurer 
and  assistant  secretary,  and  Thomas 
E.  Shea  secretary.  Other  officers  are 
A.  J.  Kearney,  assistant  secretary,  and 
George  Goett  and  Preston  G.  Tucker- 
man,  assistant  treasurers. 
The  officers  will  serve  for  these 

companies:  Shea  Theatre  Corp.,  Erie 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

EXHIBITOR  GROUPS 

FORESEE  'FLOOD  OF 

SUITS'  IN  DECREE 

NBC  and  CBS  Briefs  Attack 

FCC  Report  on  Web  Control 

Washington,  Nov.  17.  —  Findings 
of  the  FCC  Monopoly  Committee  in 
its  report  on  chain  broadcasting  were 
attacked  today  in  briefs  filed  with  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
by  CBS  and  NBC  as  time  for  the 
filing  of  protests  expired. 

In  the  NBC  brief,  it  was  indicated, 
the  network  took  exception  to  all 
charges  by  the  committee  of  an  "un- 

healthy" condition  in  the  broadcasting 
industry  through  the  controls  exer- 

cised by  the  chains. 
Both  briefs  charged  that  the  com- 

mittee's adverse  findings  in  the  main 
have  been  unsupported  by  evidence 
and  in  many  instances  the  conclusions 
are  contrary  to  the  record. 

"The  serious  errors  of  fact  reveal 

Court  Will  A pprove  Pact,  Spokesmen  Believe, 

But  May  Recommend  Revision  Opening 

Way  to  Cancellation  Privilege 

Approval  of  the  consent  decree  by  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard  will  let  loose  "a  flood  of  anti-trust  suits"  against  the  major 
companies  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  in  the  belief  of  exhibitor 

organization  spokesmen  who  are  in  New  York  to  oppose  the  decree. These  exhibitor  sources  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  decree  would 
be  approved.  However,  some  of 
these  representatives  also  believe 
that  on  the  strength  of  the  vigorous 
protests  made  at  the  hearing  last 
Thursday,  the  court  would  refer  the 
decree  back  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  with  suggestions  for  its 
revision,  possibly  along  lines  which 
would  open  the  way  to  a  cancella- tion privilege. 

Meanwhile,  some  of  the  at- 
torneys   in    the    case  believe 

that  the  court's  decision  will  be 
given  in  the  next  few  days, 

probably    tomorrow    or  Wed- 
nesday.    At  Thursday's  hear- ing Judge   Goddard  indicated he   would   make   his  decision 

known  in  "several  days." 
Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A.  presi- dent,   who    left   for    his  Columbus, 

Miss.,  home  on  Saturday,  gave  no  in- 
dication of  what  decision  his  organiza- 

tion expected,  but  stated  that  if  the 
decree  was  approved  the  M.P.T.O.A. 

would  carry  on  the  fight  against  it  "to 
the  last  ditch."   He  declined  to  ampli- 

fy this  statement  and  refused  to  say 
whether,  in  that  case,  the  M.P.T.O.A. 
was  prepared  to  initiate  an  anti-trust suit  of  its  own. 

"I  don't  care  to  predict  what  Judge 
Goddard  will  do,"  Kuykendall  said, 
"but  I  would  like  to  say  that  we (Continued  on  page  4) 

Martin  Beck  Rites 

Will  Be  Held  Today 

Funeral  services  for  Martin  Beck, 
73,  pioneer  theatre  executive,  will  be 

held  at  2  P.M.  today  at  Campbell's Funeral  Parlor,  81st  St.  and  Madison 
Ave.  Beck  died  early  Saturday  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital  following  an  operation 
Thursday  for  stomach  ulcers.  Burial 
will  be  at  Salem  Fields,  L.  I. 

Beck  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Louise  Beck,  and  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Helen  Ladin  and  Mrs.  Josephine  Ran- sohoff. 
A  native  of  Czechoslovakia,  Beck 

studied  dramatics  in  Vienna  and  came 
to  America  for  his  first  job  as  an 
actor  in  a  German  stock  company  in 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

an  ignorance  of  the  broadcasting  busi- 
ness plus  a  zeal  for  reform,  unrelated 

to  the  actual  operation  of  radio,"  the CBS  brief  said. 
Both  networks  contended  that  the 

position  of  the  networks  is  necessary 
and  desirable,  and  that  the  ownership 
of  key  stations  is  essential  to  chain 
operation. 

"The  evidence  in  the  record  clearly 
demonstrates  the  absence  of  monopoly 
in  broadcasting  or  of  the  concentration 
of  control  of  radio  stations,"  CBS  as- 

serted, pointing  out  that  the  networks 
have  enabled  the  individual  stations  to 
offer  the  world's  finest  programs  and 
a  variety  which  the  operators  could 
not  afford  other  than  through  a  co- 

operative effort. 

Eight  Reviews  Today 
Eight  Hollywood  and  New 

York  reviews  of  new  films  ap- 
pear in  this  issue:  "Lady 

With  Red  Hair,"  "Blackout," "Girls  Under  21"— Page  4; 
"Bitter  Sweet,"  "A  Night  at 
Earl  Carroll's,"  "The  Lone 
Wolf  Keeps  a  Date" — Page  5; 
"Texas  Terrors,"  "The  Merry Wives"— Page  6. 
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Personal  Mention Thanksgiving 
Allentown,  Pa.,  Nov.  17.— In 

view  of  the  successful  vote 
for  Sunday  films  here,  all 
telephone  calls  to  the  local 
houses  are  being  answered 
thus:  "Good  evening.  Thank 
you   for   voting  for  Sunday 
movies.    This  is  the  

Theatre." 

Canada  Bans  Films 

Of  France,  Colonies 

Toronto,  Nov.  17. — Under  a  decree 
of  the  Canadian  Government,  all  fur- 

ther imports  from  France  and  certain 
French  colonies  have  been  prohibited, 
in  accordance  with  regulations  of  an 
Order-in-Council  which  bars  trading 
with  the  enemy. 

This  application  of  tne  ban  for  the 
remainder  of  the  war  will  have  the 
effect  of  putting  an  end  to  the  im- 

portation of  French-language  pictures 
from  France  and  the  specified  pos- 

sessions, which  include  Andorra, 
Monaco,  the  French  zone  of  Morocco, 
Corsica,  Algeria  and  Tunisia.  No 
distinction  has  been  made  between 
the  occupied  and  unoccupied  portions 
of  France  in  Europe  and  according- 

ly, no  French  films  will  be  seen  in 
Canada  after  the  present  supply  has 
been  released.  There  is  no  restric- 

tion on  product  which  already  has 
been  received  in  the  Dominion,  the 
quantity  of  which  is  said  to  be  suffi- 

cient to  meet  the  needs  of  French-Ca- 
nadians for  some  time  to  come,  prints' 

having  been  rushed  from  Europe 
ahead  of  the  advancing  Nazis. 

Ojerholm  Patents 

Printing  Process 

London,  Nov.  17. — John  Ojerholm, 
head  of  the  Olympic  Laboratories 
here,  has  patented  a  new  film  printing 
process  which  is  said  to  produce 
revolutionary  results. 

It  is  being  used  for  the  first  time 
on  the  picture,  "The  Quiet  Wedding." Observers  declare  that  the  process 
gives  complete  and  100  per  cent  defi- 

nition to  all  shadows.  The  process 
treats  the  whole  film  after  exposure 
but  before  immersion  in  the  developer 
and  is  said  to  add  nothing  to  stock 
or  printing  costs. 

SETOA  Convention 

In  Atlanta  Friday 
Atlanta,  Nov.  17.  —  The  South- 

eastern Theatre  Owners  Association 
will  hold  a  convention  here  next  Fri- 

day. Principal  speaker  will  be  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  M.  P. 
T.  O.  A.,  who  will  discuss  the  consent 
decree  and  other  current  issues. 

Disney  to  Produce 

"Wonderland"  Film 
Walt  Disney  told  the  New  York 

Federation  of  Music  Clubs  on  Friday 
that  he  plans  to  make  a  production  of 
Lewis  Carroll's  "Alice  in  Wonder- 

land," and  has  asked  Deems  Taylor, 
composer  and  music  critic,  to  compose 
a  score  for  such  a  picture. 

BARNEY  BALABAN,  Paramount president,  and  Stanton  Griffis, 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee, 
are  expected  from  the  Coast  today. • 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramount 
advertising  and  publicity  director,  has 
returned  from  Florida. • 

Louis  Schine  of  Gloversville  was 
in  town  late  last  week  and  visited  with 
A-Mike  Vogel  at  Managers'  Round 
Table. • 

Jules  Seltzer  is  in  Philadelphia 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  Laurel and  Hardy. • 

Ivor  Daum,  manager  of  the  Strand, 
Allentown,  Pa.,  is  recovering  follow- 

ing an  operation. • 

Jacquelyn  May  Metzger,  daugh- 
ter of  Lou  B.  Metzger,-  California 

theatre  operator,  and  Mrs.  Metzger, 
will  be  married  Dec.  17  at  the  Hill- 
crest  Country  Club,  Los  Angeles,  to 
Burton  L.  Kramer. 

No  Action  Taken  by 

Equity  on  Red  Status 
No  action  was  taken  Friday  at  a 

special  meeting  of  the  Actors  Equity 
council  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  constitution  preventing  Commun- 

ists, Nazis  and  Fascist  members  or 
their  sympathizers  from  holding  office 
or  being  employed  by  the  union. 

The  entire  time  of  the  meeting  was 
occupied  with  simplification  of  elec- 

tion procedure.  The  members  of  the 
council  were  not  in  complete  accord 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  elec- 

tion committee  and  referred  the  mat- 
ter back  for  further  study. 

Studio  Wage-Hours 
Hearing  Next  Month 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17.— E.  M.  Cock- 
ing, Federal  wage  and  hours  admin- 

istrator for  this  region,  plans  to  be- 
gin hearings  in  December  on  reclassi- fication of  workers  in  the  studios.  The 

hearings  will  follow  submission  of 
his  report  on  a  series  of  meetings  and 
personal  investigations.  On  Friday  he 
concluded  three  days  of  conferences 
with  committees  of  the  10  I.  A.  T. 
S.  E.  locals  and  this  week  will  visit 
the  studios  to  view  operations. 

2,000  Due  at  W.B.  Dance 
More  than  2,000  persons  are  ex- 

pected at  the  annual  Thanksgiving 
dinner  and  dance  of  the  Warner  Club 
next  Saturday  at  the  Hotel  Commo- 

dore. Bob  Chester's  orchestra  will 
provide  the  music. 

LYNN  FARNOL,  United  Artists advertising  and  publicity  director, 
arrived  from  the  Coast  yesterday. 

• 
Peggy  Ann  Kent,  daughter  of 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  be  married  in 
Hollywood  tomorrow  to  Don  Wil- 

son, radio  announcer. • 

Kenneth  MacKenna,  M-G-M 
story  editor,  left  for  the  studio  Friday 
after  a  week  in  the  East. 

• 
Mitchell  Franklin,  manager  of 

the  Mayfair,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  has  been 
elected  a  director  of  the  local  Kiwanis 
Club. 

• 
Thomas  Grogan  of  the  State,  Man- 

chester, Conn.,  is  handling  the  Lenox 
in  Hartford  while  Thomas  Maller, 
manager,  is  recuperating  in  Florida 
from  an  illness. 

• 
Jean  Stone,  cashier  at  the  Colonial, 

Canaan,  Conn.,  has  returned  to  her 
post  after  a  cruise  to  Havana. 

Legion  Approves 

Eight  New  Pictures 
The  National  Legion  of  Decency 

for  the  current  week  has  approved 
eight  new  pictures,  four  for  general 
patronage  and  four  for  adults.  The 
new  films  and  their  classification  fol- low : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage — "Friendly  Neighbors," 

"Remedy  for  Riches,"  "Sandy  Gets 
Her  Man,"  "Trail  Blazers."  Class 
A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults — 
"Bitter  Sweet,"  "Melody  and  Moon- 

light," "Murder  Over  New  York," 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics." 

'Ecstasy9  Gets  N.  Y. 
Exhibition  License 

Albany,  Nov.  17. — The  State  Board 
of  Regents  yesterday  approved  an  ex- hibition license  for  revised  versions  of 
"Ecstasy"  and  "Fools  of  Desire," 
which  had  been  rejected  by  the  State 

Motion  Picture  Division.  "Ecstasy," Czech  film,  had  been  in  the  courts  for 
the  last  five  years.  The  appellant  was 
Eureka  Productions.  "Fools  of  De- 

sire" had  been  on  appeal  by  Syndicate 
Exchanges,  Inc.,  New  York.  Both 
films  had  been  screened  by  Regents 
Wallin,  Ryan  and  Bell,  who  suggested 
eliminations  before  rescreening. 

Saints  to  Induct  Berlin 
Irving  Berlin  will  be  inducted  as 

"fall  guy"  by  the  Dexter  Fellows 
Tent  of  the  Circus  Saints  and  Sinners 
Club  of  America  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  on  Nov.  27. 

Romance  Note 

Miami,  Nov.  17 
'THE  Dade,  new  Paramount 

theatre  to  open  Dec.  25, 
will  feature  26  love  seats,  in 
which  two  persons  may  sit 
together.  The  new  theatre 
seats  985  in  all. 

Tucson  Ends' Arizona' Opening  Celebration] 

Tucson,  Nov.  17. — The  week-long celebration  in  conjunction  with  the 
premiere  here  Friday  night  of  Colum- bia's "Arizona"  wound  up  today,  with 
Eastern  and  Hollywood  delegations departing. 

Jean  Arthur,  star  of  the  film,  headed 
a  large  Hollywood  group  which  held 
the  spotlight.  Arizona  officials  and 
dignitaries  of  neighboring  states,  a 
large  representation  of  newspaper  and 
magazine  writers,  and  Columbia  home 
office  and  studio  officials  were  in  the 
premiere  crowd,  which  gave  the  city 
a  carnival  atmosphere. 

"Old  Tucson,"  the  set  used  in  film- 
ing the  picture,  was  thrown  open  to 

the  gay  crowds.  Indians  were  en- camped along  the  main  streets  and  a 
Mexican  Fiesta  ran  for  24  hours  in 
Court  House  Square.  Parades,  special 
radio  broadcasts  and  impromptu  cele- 

brations were  highlights  of  premiere 
night. 

Name  Committee  for 

Philadelphia  Drive 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  17. — The  com- 
mittee of  the  Theatrical  and  Radio 

Division  for  the  Allied  Jewish  Appeal 

here  is  made  up  entirely  of  the  in- 
dustry members,  including  William 

Goldman,  Lewen  Pizor,  Jack  Beresin, 
David  Weshner,  Jay  Emanuel,  Ben 
Amsterdam,  Abe  Sablosky,  David 
Barrist,  David  Milg  ram,  Al  Blofson, 
Sam  Gross,  Ben  Fertel,  Morris  Wax, 
Sidney  Samuelson,  Harry  Ball,  Lou 
Krouse,  Sam  Schwartz,  Edgar  Moss 
and  Jacob  B.  Fox. 

Dr.  Leon  Levy,  WCAU  president, 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  with 
Benedict  Gimbel,  Jr.,  WIP  president, 
in  charge  of  the  radio  group.  An  in- 

dustry dinner  for  the  drive  will  be 
held  tomorrow  at  the  Warwick  Hotel. 
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Picture's  Score  Spells  Death 
Mexico  City,  Nuz>.  17. 

IT  appears  as  though  death  is  the  fate  of  composers  who  accept 
the  assignment  to  write  the  music  for  the  new  Mexican  picture, 

"Ay,  Que  Tiempos,  Sehor  Don  Simon"  ("What  Days  Those  Were, 
Don  Simon").  Manuel  Castro  Padilla,  who  had  several  successful 
songs  to  his  credit,  died  a  few  days  after  he  got  the  assignment. 
The  next  writer,  Silvestre  Revueltas,  died  when  he  had  just  started 
his  score.  Raul  Lavista,  young  writer  now  doing  the  music,  says  he  is 
not  superstitious  and  does  not  believe  the  Grim  Reaper  has  jinxed 
the  music  end  of  the  film. 



THE  BACKLOG 

OF  QUALITY 

TODAY— next  week  — next  year  — you  know 

you  can  depend  on  each  Eastman  negative 

film  to  do  its  special  work  surpassingly 

well.  This  unvarying  reliability  —  a  true 

backlog  of  quality  —  keeps  these  films 

strongly  entrenched  as  the  favorites  of  the 

industry.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PLLS-X  SITPEB-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  tittle  light  is  available 

BACKGBOIXO-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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Feature  Reviews 

"Lady  With  Red  Hair" 
( Warners) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. 

'"pHE  entwining  of  the  lives  and  individualities  of  two  of  the  Ameri- 
*■  can  stage's  most  extraordinary  figures,  Mrs.  Leslie  Carter  and  David 
Belasco,  is  told  in  "Lady  With  Red  Hair."    It  is  a  story  of  the  stage, 

of  heartbreak,  mother  love,  and  the  intolerance  with  which  ladies  who 
trod  the  boards  were  greeted  in  the  Nineties. 

Miriam  Hopkins,  as  Mrs.  Carter,  "the  lady  with  red  hair,"  and  Claude 
Rains,  as  producer  Belasco,  overshadow  their  support,  which  consists 
of  Richard  Ainley,  Laura  Hope  Crews,  Helen  Westley,  John  Litel,  Mona 
Barrie,  Victor  Jory,  Cecil  Kellaway,  Fritz  Leiber,  Johnnie  Russell  and 
Selmer  Jackson. 

The  story  starts  with  the  sensational  Carter  divorce  trial  in  Chicago, 
following  which  Mrs.  Carter  determined  to  "make  a  lot  of  money  quick- 

ly" in  order  to  carry  on  the  fight  for  her  son.  She  influences  Belasco  to 
star  her,  a  neophyte,  and  he  does.  The  first  play  is  a  failure,  the  second 
a  success,  but  she  in  turn  loses  the  affection  of  her  son.  She 
throws  herself  into  her  work,  with  Belasco  doing  a  Svengali  to  her 
Trilby.  The  producer  breaks  with  her  upon  her  marriage  to  Lou  Payne, 
and  she  becomes  bankrupt  trying  to  be  a  producer  on  her  own.  At  the 
climax,  she  and  Belasco  are  reconciled,  his  help  saving  her  from  com- 

plete ruin. Kurt  Bernhardt  directed  from  a  screenplay  by  Charles  Kenyon  and 
Milton  Krims.  N.  Brewster  Morse  and  Norbert  Faulkner  wrote  the 
original  story  based  on  the  memoirs  of  the  actress.  Edmund  Grainger 
produced,  with  the  real  Lou  Payne  as  technical  advisor. 

Running  time,  80  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

"Blackout" 
{British  National-U.  A.) 

IN  a  setting  of  England  at  war,  British  National  has  woven  an  excel- 
lent piece  of  solid  entertainment,  containing  in  good  measure  those 

ingredients  which  time  and  again  have  proved  themselves  the  essence 
of  box-office  source  material.  Production  values  are  high. 

As  produced  by  John  Corfield  and  directed  by  Michael  Powell  from 
an  original  story  and  screenplay  by  Emeric  Pressburger  and  a  scenario 
by  Powell,  the  film  has  captured  with  great  skill  an  atmosphere  of  sus- 

pense in  an  espionage-laden  story.  No  little  of  the  credit  for  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  dramatic  and  actively-paced  story  must  go  to  Conrad 

Veidt,  his  usual  capable  self ;  Valerie  Hobson ;  Hay  Petrie,  who  is  splen- 
did in  a  dual  role;  Esmond  Knight  and  Raymond  Lovell. 

The  so-called  "English"  accent  is  so  minimized  as  to  present  no  pos- 
sible obstacle  to  American  audience  enjoyment  of  the  film.  It  tells  of  a 

Danish  steamer,  taken  into  a  British  Contraband  Control  port,  despite 
the  objection  of  Veidt,  the  captain,  and  the  manner  in  which  Miss  Hob- 
son,  who  is  shown  to  be  a  British  secret  agent,  leaves  the  ship  for 
London,  trailed  by  the  annoyed  Veidt. 

Their  adventures  with  German  agents  from  that  point  in  the  short 
space  of  one  night,  make  for  exciting  entertainment  for  any  audience. 

Running  time,  80  minutes.    "G."*  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"Girls  Under  21" 
(Columbia) 

Since  the  title  characters  in  this  differ  from  the  "Dead  End  Kids"  in 
little  more  than  gender,  the  film  probably  will  be  a  strong  attraction  to 
admirers  of  the  latter  group  and  suggests  exploitation  effort  in  that  di- 

rection. Tina  Thayer,  Roberta  Smith  and  Lois  Derner  and  the  others 
of  the  group  are  virtually  unknown  but  they  give  effective  performances. 

Bruce  Cabot,  Paul  Kelly  and  Rochelle  Hudson  are  the  principal  and 
more  experienced  players  in  the  film.   Mack  Nosseck  directed. 

The  locale  is  the  poor  section  of  a  big  city.  Cabot  is  a  gangster  and 

Miss  Hudson's  former  companion.  Kelly  is  seen  as  a  school  teacher  and 
exponent  of  the  honor  system  which,  although  threatened,  is  commended 
by  the  school  board  when  the  girls  abide  by  it  and  confess  a  theft.  The 
girls  are  excused,  and  Miss  Hudson  and  Kelly  fall  in  love  . 

Running  time,  64  mins.  "G."* 

Exhibitors  See 

'Flood  of  Suits9 

In  U.  S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
were  given  a  full  and  comprehensive 
hearing  in  court,  and  for  that  we  are 
grateful  to  Judge  Goddard.  If  the 
decision  is  against  exhibitors  we  will 
not  give  up  the  fight.  Vital  trade 
principles  are  involved  and  we  will 
fight  for  them  to  the  last." The  exhibitor  representatives,  on  the 
whole,  were  of  the  opinion  that  their 
case  had  been  presented  fully  to  Judge 
Goddard  and  that  the  volume  and 
unanimity  of  opposition  could  not  be 
without  effect  on  the  court. 

Although  the  opposition  which  was 
shown  by  exhibitor  representatives  at 
the  court  hearing  to  the  present  form 
of  the  decree  indicated  that  there  was 
a  strong  presumption,  at  least,  among 
them  that  the  settlement  pact  was 
sponsored  by  the  companies,  this  is 
not  so,  according  to  authoritative 
spokesmen  for  the  defendants.  The 
fact  is,  they  state,  that  the  decree  is 
something  to  which  the  companies 
have  been  objecting  right  along  and 
that  it  is  the  brainchild  of  the  Gov- 

ernment, not  of  the  companies. 
The  block-of-five  provision 

of  the  decree  is  an  outgrowth 

of  the  original  "appeasement" report  sponsored  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  and 
it  is  a  creation,  as  it  stands 
mostly  now,  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  lawyers. 

Since  the  U.  S.  Attorney  General's department  and  the  lawyers  for  the 
defendants  had  agreed  to  the  pact, 
Judge  Goddard  might  have  proceeded 
immediately  to  approve  it.  That  is  the 
expert  legal  view  of  the  situation,  and 
the  fact  that  he  referred  the  various 
private  communications  he  received  in 
opposition  to  the  decree  to  the  De- 

partment of  Justice,  is  felt  to  be  an  in- 
dication that  he  regards  the  Depart- 

ment not  only  as  the  representative 
of  the  exhibitors  in  the  formulation  of 
the  decree,  but  also  as  being  fully 
acquainted  with  exhibitors'  views  to- ward the  document. 

U.  A.  Circuit  Nets 

$300,633  for  Year 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
previous  12  months.  This  includes 
$182,133  paid  in  dividends  by  affiliated 
companies  less  than  100  per  cent 
owned  and  $108,035  of  undistributed 
net  income  of  such  affiliated  compa- 
nies. 

The  company's  cash  position  im- 
proved during  the  year,  with  $591,- 

806  cash  on  Aug.  31,  which  compares 
with  $375,713  on  Aug.  31,  1939. 

United  Artists  Theatre  Circuit,  of 
which  Joseph  M.  Schenck  is  chair- 

man of  the  board  and  president,  owns 
or  is  interested  in  close  to  300  the- 

atres in  various  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, which  are  operated  by  other  com- 

panies. Among  affiliated  companies 
are  Metropolitan  Playhouses,  New 
York,  and  Robb  &  Rowley  United, 
Inc.,  of  Texas,  and  Skouras. 
Annual  meeting  of  the  company's stockholders  will  be  held  next  Mon- 

day in  Baltimore. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Engel  RKO  Salesman 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  17. — Jack  En- 

gel,  former  Universal  salesman,  has 
joined  RKO  and  will  cover  New  Jer- 

sey and  Wilmington  territories. 

Haas  in  Krueger  Post 
Chicago,  Nov.  17. — Jay  Haas  of 

the  Paramount  studio  is  en  route  here 
to  assume  the  position  vacated  re- 

cently by  Carl  Krueger  as  Midwest 
exploitation  man. 

Edmund  C.  Grainger 

Named  President 

Of  Shea  Circuit 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Amusement  Co.,  Shea  Chain,  Inc.,  the 
Zanesville  Theatres,  Inc.,  Jamestown 
Amusement  Co.,  Shea  Holding  Co., 
State  Theatres,  Inc.,  State  Operating 
Co.,  Colonial  Theatres  Co.,  Ashtabula 
Theatres  Co.,  and  the  Fulton  Shea Theatre  Co. 

In  addition  to  the  above  companies, 
the  position  which  M.  A.  Shea  held 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  fol- 

lowing affiliated  companies  is  being 
filled  by  Grainger:  Washington  The- 

atres Co.,  Midland  Theatres  Co., 
Newark  Amusement  Co.,  United  Shea 
Theatre  Corp.,  Amherst  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Tremont  Theatres,  Inc.,  and 
New  Hampshire  Amusement  Co. 

Theatres  in  the  Shea  circuit  in- 
clude: Shea's  and  Roosevelt,  James- 

town, N.  Y. ;  Shea's  Grand  and  Ly- 
ceum, Bradford,  Pa. ;  Shea's,  Erie, Pa. ;  Fulton,  Pittsburgh ;  Orpheum, 

McKees  Rocks,  Pa. ;  Park,  Westfield, 
Mass. ;  Amherst,  Amherst,  Mass. ; 
State,  Palace,  Strand,  Crown,  Vita- 
phone,  Manchester,  N.  H. ;  State  and 
Tremont,  Nashua,  N.  H. ;  Colonial, 
Akron;  Palace,  State  and  Bula,  Ash- 

tabula, O. ;  State,  Conneaut,  O. ;  State 
and  Ohio,  Cambridge,  O. ;  Bexley, 
State  and  Nugent,  Dover,  O.;  Shea's, 
Geneva,  O. ;  Lyric,  Lancaster,  O. ; 
Midland  and  Auditorium,  Newark,  O. ; 
Ohio  and  Strand,  Marietta,  O. ;  Qua- 

ker and  Union  Opera  House,  New 
Philadelphia,  O. ;  Park  and  Para- 

mount, Youngstown,  O.,  and  Imperial, 
Liberty,  Quimby  Grand  and  Weller, Zanesville,  O. 

In  addition,  the  Shea  circuit  is  as- 
sociated with  the  Warner  circuit  in 

the  Warner,  Youngstown,  the  Strand, 
Akron,  and  the  Palace  and  Winter 
Garden,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  These  are 
in  joint  operation  with  the  Shea  Colo- 

nial, Akron,  the  Shea  Park  and  Para- 
mount, Youngstown,  and  the  Shea  in 

Jamestown. 

Martin  Beck  Rites 

Will  Be  Held  Today 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

New  York.  He  soon  entered  vaude- 
ville production  and  in  1903  began 

operating  the  first  Orpheum  Theatre 
in  San  Francisco.  This  was  the  be- 

ginning of  the  Orpheum  Circuit,  which 
later  became  the  Western  wing  of  the 
RKO  circuit. 

In  1932  he  acted  for  RKO  in  mak- 
ing a  survey  of  its  theatre  interests. 

He  also  was  managing  director  of 
RKO  vaudeville  and  an  advisor  in 
inaugurating  the  shows  at  the  Center 
Theatre.  He  resigned  from  RKO  in 
1933  and  built  the  Martin  Beck  The- 

atre, legitimate  playhouse,  here. 

W.  B.  Plan  Picture  on 

Theodore  Roosevelt 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. — Warners 
has  assigned  Gordon  Hollingshead  to 
write  a  biographical  scenario  on  the 
family  life  of  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
under  the  title,  "Teddy  and  the  Boys." Sidney  Blackmer,  who  played 
Roosevelt  in  a  Warner  short  subject 
last  year,  will  play  the  title  role  in 
the  feature,  according  to  the  studio. 
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flBureau  Head  Backs 

1  Films  for  Children 

The  belief  held  in  some  quarters 
concerning  the  influence  of  motion  pic- 

tures on  juvenile  delinquency  is  greatly 
exaggerated,  Judge  Stephen  S.  Jack- 

son, director  of  the  Bureau  for  the 
Prevention  of  Juvenile  Delinquency  of 
New  York,  told  the  17th  annual  con- 

ference of  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view of  Motion  Pictures  on  .Friday. 

The  conference  concluded  Saturday 
Vith  the  annual  luncheon  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 

"The  Movies  as  Entertainment  and 
Education"  was  the  topic  of  a  forum 
Friday  morning,  at  which  Dr.  Francis 
D.  Tyson  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 

burgh presided.  The  program  was : 
"Children  and  the  Movies,"  Mrs. 
Ralph  T.  Edwards  of  Parents  Maga- 

zine; "Government  Departmental 
Films,"  Oliver  T.  Griswold,  Rural Electrification  Administration,  and 
"Styles  Are  Serious,"  Vyvyan  Don- ner  of  Movietone  News. 

Dr.  Walter  W.  Pettit,  director  of 
the  New  York  School  of  Social  Work, 
was  chairman  of  Friday  afternoon's session.  The  program  included: 
"Fashions  Can  Be  Funny,"  Ilka  Chase ; 
"Adult  Education  Through  Movies," 
Mark  Starr,  educational  director, 
Ladies  Garment  Workers  Union; 
"Composing  for  the  Movies,"  by  Vir- gil Thomson,  music  critic,  New  York 
Herald  Tribune,  and  "The  Audience 
Discovers  the  Director,"  Margaret 
Thorp.  The  young  reviewers  groups 
met  Saturday  morning. 

|  Canada  Produced 
25  Films  in  Year 

Toronto,  Nov.  17. — The  report  of 
;  the  Canadian  Department  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  for  the  last  fiscal  year 

1  indicates  that  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment Motion  Picture  Bureau  produced 

25  official  films  during  the  12  months, 
of   which   15   were   sound  pictures. 
Through  the  National  Film  Board, 
of  which  John  Grierson  is  commis- 

sioner, 6,662  prints  were  in  circula- 
tion with  3,495  copies  in  use  in  the 

United  States,  1,500  in  the  theatres  of 
the  Dominion  and  530  in  the  United 

\  Kingdom,  in  spite  of  air  raids. 
The  chief  work  of  the  bureau  in 

1939-'40  was  the  completion  of  the film  record  of  the  tour  of  the  British 
monarchs  across  the  North  Ameri- 

can Continent  and  return,  for  which 
80,000  feet  of  standard  width  film  was 
made  and  15,000  feet  of  16mm.  pic- 

tures, the  latter  being  in  natural 
color.  The  bureau  is  now  largely 
engaged  in  the  production  of  pictures 
dealing  with  Canada's  war  effort. 

Theatre  Man  Dies 

Chester  Basin,  N.  S.,  Nov.  17. — 
Carl  Murphy,  29,  of  the  staff  of 
Loew's  Theatre,  Montreal,  died  at  his home  here  after  an  illness  of  six 
weeks.  Taken  ill  at  Montreal,  he  had 
come  home  for  treatment.  Surviving 
are  his  mother  and  four  brothers  and 
one  sister. 

Coast  SMPE  Session 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. — Pacific  Coast 
Section  of  the  S.M.P.E.  will  meet 
tomorrow  to  hear  J.  H.  Washburn, 
chief  photographer  of  Lockheed  Air- 

craft Corp.,  who  will  speak  on  the 
application  of  films  to  aircraft  manu- 
facture. 

Hollywood  Reviews 

"Bitter  Sweet" 
(M-G-M) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. 

Hp  HE  airwaves  will  again  be  featuring  "I'll  See  You  Again,"  "Dear 
*■  Little  Cafe"  and  "Zigeuner,"  judging  by  audience  reaction  to  the 
Noel  Coward  music  from  "Bitter  Sweet"  at  the  picture's  preview. 

Sung  by  Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy,  both  as  duets  and 
individually,  the  songs  are  enhanced  by  the  film's  photography,  done 
in  color,  by  brilliant  production  values  in  the  form  of  settings  and  cos- 

tuming, and  by  support  from  a  well  selected  cast.  Seen  in  addition  to  the 
principals  are  George  Sanders,  Felix  Bressart,  Lynn  Carver,  Ian  Hun- 

ter, Edward  Ashley,  Diana  Lewis,  Fay  Holden,  Sig  Rumann  and  Her- man Bing. 

Departing  from  the  original  Coward  play  and  the  earlier  screen  ver- 
sion, this  Lesser  Samuels  screenplay  makes  no  use  of  flashbacks  in 

recounting  the  story  of  an  English  girl  who  undergoes  poverty  and 

privation  in  the  Vienna  of  the  bright  1890's  for  love  of  her  husband, 
formerly  her  music  teacher.  Their  reward  comes  to  her  alone,  when  he 
is  killed  in  a  duel  just  as  his  operetta  was  to  receive  a  hearing. 

Produced  by  Victor  Saville  and  directed  by  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II,  the 

film's  outstanding  sequence  presents  a  rendition  of  "Zigeuner,"  featuring 
Miss  MacDonald  and  a  mixed  chorus,  plus  dancers  with  both  back- 

grounds and  costumes  done  completely  in  white  and  tones  of  sepia. 
Adeptly  woven  into  the  fabric  of  the  story,  the  musical  direction  was 
handled  by  Herbert  Stothart. 

Audience  opinion  after  the  preview  was  that  neither  of  the  principals 
had  ever  appeared  to  better  advantage. 

Running  time,  95  minutes.  "G."*  W.  S. 

"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's" (Paramount) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. — Paramount's  "A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's"  is  a 
combination  of  melodrama  and  musical,  with  the  former  giving  reason 
for  the  latter  and  vice  versa.  It  is  highly  exploitable  material,  its  action 

taking  place  almost  entirely  in  the  world  famous  Earl  Carroll's  Theatre Restaurant  in  Hollywood.  Carroll,  who  produced  the  film,  also  appears 
as  himself  in  the  cast,  which  is  featured  by  the  same  type  of  feminine 
beauty  for  which  his  stage  productions  are  noted. 

Ken  Murray,  Rose  Hobart,  Blanche  Stewart  and  Elvia  Allman — the 
"Brenda"  and  "Cobina"  of  Bob  Hope's  radio  program — J.  Carrol  Naish, 
Russell  Hicks  and  others  constitute  the  cast. 
Kurt  Neumann  directed  the  original  screenplay  by  Lynn  Starling, 

who  turned  out  a  most  suitable  framework  for  exhibiting  the  talents  of 
the  cast,  the  musical  ensembles,  and  taking  the  audience  into  the  atmos- 

phere of  Earl  Carroll's. The  story  opens  with  the  mayor  of  Hollywood  giving  a  banquet  for 
chiefs  of  other  Southern  California  municipalities  at  Carroll's.  Naish,  a 
gambler  who  is  being  driven  out  of  business  by  the  Hollywood  mayor's 
cleanup  drive,  kidnaps  Carroll  and  his  show,  as  they  play  a  benefit  in 
another  part  of  the  city,  in  an  attempt  to  embarrass  the  mayor.  Miss 

Hobart,  as  Carroll's  aide,  and  Murray  as  his  press  agent,  make  up  an 
impromptu  show  to  keep  things  moving  until  Carroll  is  rescued  and  the 
criminals  captured. 

Running  time,  62  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

"The  Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date" (Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. — Fourth  in  the  "Lone  Wolf"  series  at  Colum- 
bia, "The  Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date"  has  as  its  locale  Miami,  its  plot  the 

efforts  to  thwart  a  kidnaping  involving  $100,000  ransom.  Warren  Wil- 
liam again  plays  the  title  role,  with  Eric  Blore  as  his  valet.  Thurston 

Hall  as  the  police  inspector,  with  whom  "The  Lone  Wolf"  is  constantly 
jousting,  is  another  cast  regular.  Frances  Robinson  and  Bruce  Bennett 
supply  the  slight  romantic  interest,  and  Jed  Prouty,  Fred  Kelsey,  Don 
Beddoe,  Lester  Matthews,  Edward  Gargan,  Eddie  Laughton  and  Mary 
Servoss  enact  the  other  characters. 

Sidney  Salkow  directed  from  a  story  written  by  himself  and  Earl 
Felton.  It  is  based  upon  the  characters  created  by  Louis  Joseph  Vance. 

Salkow's  direction  neatly  paces  the  action,  suspense  and  comedy.  Wil- 
liam prevents  the  kidnaping  of  a  young  woman,  but  in  the  scuffle  the 

would-be  abductors  steal  his  valuable  stamp  collection.  He  sets  out  to 
regain  the  stamps,  stumbles  on  a  murder  plot  linked  with  a  kidnaping, 
and  manages  to  get  both  the  police  and  the  criminals  on  his  trail. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Voyage9  Gets 

Nice  $6,000, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  17. — "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  in  its  second 
week  at  the  Paramount,  with  a  stage 

show,  grossed  a  strong  $24,000.  "The 
Long  Voyage  Home"  opened  well  at the  4  Star  with  $6,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13: 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CHINESE  —   (2,500)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,500) "Thief  of  Bagdad"  (U.A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (55c-$1.65) 

7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $5,100.  (Average, 
$17,000) "The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.A.) 
4  STAR-(900)   (55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross: $6,000.    (Average,  $3,250) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
HILLSTREET—  (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  3 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,600.  (Average, 
$6,500) "Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Young  People"   (20th- Fox) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.    Gross:  $16,000.     (Average,  $14,000) 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
PANTAGES  —  (3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  3 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, 

$7,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,595)   (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.    Stage:  Fanchon  &  Marco 
"On   Parade";    Rube   Wolf   &  Orchestra. Gross:   $24,000.     (Average,  $18,000) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) "Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
WARNER     BROS.  (HOLLYWOOD)— 

(3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)    7    days.  Gross: $8,100.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) "Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)  — 

(3,400)  (33c -44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross: 
$9,300.     (Average,  $12,000) 

'Arise9  with  $7,000 

Good  in  New  Haven 

New  Haven,  Nov.  17.— "Arise,  My 
Love"  and  "Cherokee  Strip"  took 
$7,000  at  the  Paramount.  "The  Mark 
of  Zorro"  and  "Haunted  Honeymoon" 
at  the  Loew-Poli  grossed  $9,000. 
Second  week  of  "The  Great  Dictator" at  the  College  took  $3,800. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  14: 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.A.) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)  (28c-75c-$1.10)  7  days. 2nd  week.   Gross:  $3,800.    (Averages,  $2,700) 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) "Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)   (39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
ROGER  SHERMAN—  (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.     Gross:   $5,200..   (Average,  $5,000) 

Loew's  Boston  Net 

$270,518  for  Year 
Loew's  Boston  Theatres  Co.  has  re- 

ported a  net  income  of  $270,518  for 
the  year  ending  Aug.  31  or  $1.74  for 
each  of  155,249  capital  shares.  This 
compares  with  $258,172  or  $1.66  per 
share  in  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Consolidated  Dividend 
The  board  of  directors  of  Consoli- 

dated Film  Industries  on  Friday  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  25  cents  per  share 

on  the  company's  preferred  stock,  pay- 
able on  Dec.  27  to  stockholders  of 

record  Dec.  5. 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

Excuse  It,  Please 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  17 

CITIZENS  of  Bryn  Athyn 
Borough  in  adjoining 

Montgomery  County  went  to 
the  polls  Election  Day  and 
voted  266  to  68  in  favor  of 

Sunday  films — but  it  didn't mean  anything.  Later  on  the 
Montgomery  County  Election 
Board  woke  up  to  the  fact 
that  the  referendum  had  been 
placed  on  the  ballot  in  error. 
More  than  that,  there's  no theatre  in  the  borough. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Texas  Terrors" 
(Republic) 
Don  "Red"  Barry  scores  here,  giving  a  restrained  performance  in  a 

role  that  might  easily  have  been  overplayed,  that  of  a  young  lawyer 
determined  to  avenge  the  murder  of  his  parents  years  before. 

The  supporting  players  are  good,  too,  notable  among  them  Eddy  Wal- 
ler, a  judge  and  a  confederate  of  a  group  of  Western  racketeers,  and 

Al  St.  John,  a  miner  intimidated  by  the  group.  Also  prominent  in  the 
story  are  Julie  Duncan  and  Arthur  Loft. 

The  racketeers  hold  a  monopoly  on  all  supplies  and  miners  are  sub- 
jected to  stiff  prices.  Barry  corrects  the  situation  and  at  the  same  time 

settles  with  those  responsible  for  the  murder  of  his  parents.  George 
Sherman  acted  as  director  and  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  57  minutes.  "G."* 

Kansas  Unit  Plans 

Regional  Sessions 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  17. — The  Kan- 

sas Independent  Theatres  Association, 
which  met  at  Abilene,  Kan.,  last  week, 
plans  to  hold  a  series  of  three  regional 
meetings  over  the  state  early  in  De- 

cember, according  to  Homer  F.  Stro- 
wig,  president. 
These  will  be  devoted  largely  to 

obtaining  a  strong  membership  before 
the  Kansas  legislature  meets  in  Janu- 

ary. Another  state  meeting  is  planned 
for  February  or  March. 

Drury  Lane  Is  Bombed 
News  dispatches  reaching  here  on 

Saturday  indicated  that  the  Drury 
Lane  Theatre  in  London,  probably  the 
oldest  theatre  in  the  world,  and  long 
famous  as  the  home  of  English  legiti- 

mate stage  presentations,  was  almost 
completely  wrecked  last  week  during 
a  Nazi  air  raid. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Refugee  Composers 

Sue  for  Ascap  Fund 

Seeking  to  obtain  funds  from  Ascap 
allegedly  due  to  A.  K.  M.,  European 
composers'  organization,  four  refugee 
composers  have  filed  suit  against 
Ascap  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court.  Leo 
Ascher,  Hermann  Leopoldi,  Franz 
Sabotka  and  Ladislas  Sues,  the  plain- 

tiffs, want  about  $58,000  which  they 
claim  is  due  from  Ascap  to  A.  K.  M., 
against  which  they  have  obtained 
judgment  for  $99,658. 

South  American  Trip 

Planned  by  Leonard 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17.  —  Robert  Z. 
Leonard  plans  a  combination  business 
and  vacation  trip  to  South  America. 
He  will  visit  Buenos  Aires,  where  he 
is  expected  to  be  met  by  a  camera 
crew  to  take  some  location  shots. 
The  director  will  start  on  his  trip, 

it  is  said,  as  soon  as  "Ziegfeld  Girl," his  new  M-G-M  picture,  is  ready  for release. 

Name  Club  Directors 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  17. — The  local 
Variety  Club  board  of  directors  will 
meet  tomorrow  evening  to  elect  the 
officers  for  the  next  year,  following 
the  election  of  directors.  They  in- 

clude :  Dr.  Leon  Levy,  Samuel  Stie- 
fel,  Don  Monroe,  Earl  W.  Sweigert, 
Sam  Schwartz,  Charles  Goodwin,  Ted 
E.  Schlanger,  William  McAvoy, 
Henry  Friedman,  David  Supowitz  and 
Hillary  Brown. 

"Mysterious  Doctor 

Satan" 

(Republic) 
If  the  first  of  15  episodes  is  any 

indication,  "Mysterious  Doctor  Satan" will  probably  prove  a  strong  magnet 
to  those  who  like  terror  on  the  screen. 
The  melodrama  has  a  splendid  cast 
headed  by  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  the  title 
character,  and  Robert  Wilcox,  his 
chief  adversary.  The  story  concerns 
Ciannelli's  attempts  to  obtain  a  remote 
control  system  with  which  he  hopes 
to  gain  power.  The  first  chapter  runs 
31  minutes  and  subsequent  ones  about 20  minutes. 

"River  Thames — Yester- 

day" 

(Paramount) 
First  of  a  new  series,  known  as 

"Fascinating  Journeys,"  this  subject, 
in  beautifully  soft  colortones,  takes  the 
screen  audience  for  a  trip  down  the 
River  Thames,  from  its  source  high 
in  the  country  down  to  the  sea.  The 
attractive  banks,  the  quiet  and  con- 

tentment of  the  countryside  are  at 
sharp  variance  with  the  conditions  we 
know  exist  there  today.  Running 
time,  10  mins. 

"The  Homeless  Flea" 
(M-G-M) 
The  effort  of  a  flea  to  find  a  home 

is  the  concern  of  this  Rudolph  Ising 
cartoon  in  color.  The  insect  first  lo- 

cates and  then  establishes  residence  on 
a  dog,  annoying  the  latter.  The  chase, 
capture  and  disposal  of  the  flea  fol- 

low. The  behavior  of  the  dog  is  re- 
sponsible for  some  laughs.  Running 

time,  8  mins. 

"Gallopin'  Gals" (M-G-M) 
The  "Gals"  in  this  cartoon  are  fillies 

seen  gossiping  in  their  stalls  just  be- fore a  big  race.  The  conversation  is 
interrupted  with  the  call  to  the  post 
and  then  the  race  is  run.  The  race 
and  a  description  by  an  excited  an- 

nouncer are  clever.  The  subject  on 
the  whole  is  unique  and  good  for  many 
laughs.    Running  time,  8  mins. 

"Sportsman's  Partner" 

(RKO-) 
The  training  of  a  cocker  spaniel  for 

bird  hunting  and  finally  the  dog's skillful  performance  in  the  field  make 

for  an  interesting  "Sportscope."  The 
dog's  maneuvers  in  flushing  the  bird 
and  in  retrieving  it  are  pictured  ef- 

fectively. Dog  owners  and  hunters 
especially  should  appreciate  this  sub- 

ject.   Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Bar  Buckaroos" 
(RKO) 
Ray  Whitley  and  his  "Six-Bar  Cow- boys" accept  jobs  as  bouncers  in  a saloon  so  that  they  might  earn  the 

entry  fee  for  a  forthcoming  rodeo. 
A  brawl  ensues  and  the  bouncers  get 
bounced.  Whitley  and  his  group  find 
time,  however,  to  play  and  sing  a  few 
Western  melodies.  The  music  is  pleas- 

ant.   Running  time,  16  mins. 

"The  Merry  Wives" 
(A.  B.  Filmh-Lloyd) 
After  considerable  trouble  with  the  censors,  "The  Merry  Wives"  has 

finally  been  released,  still  a  bawdy  farce  about  a  seducer  who  captures 
all  the  female  hearts,  married  and  otherwise,  of  an  entire  Czecho- 
Slovakian  village.  Produced  in  Czecho-Slovakia  before  the  war,  the 
dialogue  is  in  the  Czech  language  with  English  titles. 

The  cast  will  be  new  to  American  audiences,  but  a  number  of  the 

performances  are  first  rate.  The  story  leans  heavily  on  risque  situa- tions. 

Zdenek  Stepanek,  as  Count  Dachisky,  returns  to  his  native  village 
to  free  the  country  from  foreigners  who  are  robbing  the  treasury.  He 

has  a  series  of  escapades  with  the  town's  aldermen  and  their  wives  but 
finally  succeeds  of  disposing  of  the  invader.  Adina  Mandlova,  Ladislav 
Pesek,  Hana  Vitova  and  Bedrich  Karen  all  perform  excellently. 

Running  time,  85  minutes.   "A."*  Edward  Greif 

*"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

WE'LL  BET  TEN  TO  ONE 
THAT 

You  Will  Have  the  Time  of  Your  Life  on  the  Occasion  of 

THE  TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  CHARITY 

DINNER  AND  DANCE 

OF 

Motion  Picture  Associates 
AT 

HOTEL  ASTOR 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING  (THANKSGIVING  EVE) 
NOVEMBER  20th,  1940 

Here  Are  Some  Definite  Reasons  Why  You  Cannot  Afford 
To  Miss  This  Affair 

1.  Music  by  BOB  CHESTER  &  HIS  ORCHESTRA 
2.  HAVANA  RHUMBA  BAND  direct  from  Havana 
3.  RADIO  ROGUES  (Stars  of  Hellzapoppin) 
4.  HENNY  YOUNGMAN  (Master  of  Ceremonies) 
5.  BEN  YOOST  VARSITY  EIGHT  (Now  Appearing  at  Roxy  Theatre) 
6.  JEANNETTE   HACKETT    GIRLS    (Nine    Glamorous   Girls    Direct  from 

World's  Fair) 

AND  BOY  OH  BOY  WHAT  A  DINNER 

MAKE  RESERVATIONS  NOW:  TICKETS  $7.50  Per  Person 

Irving  Landes,  Ticket  Chairman 
345  West  44th  St. 

c/o  Twentieth  Century-Fox,  N.  Y.  C. 
MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  MOTION  PICTURE  ASSOCIATES 

ENTIRE  PROCEEDS  TO  MOTION  PICTURE 
ASSOCIATES  CHARITY  FUND 



THE  FINEST  ACCOUNTING  BOOK 

EVER  COMPILED  FOR  MOTION 

PICTURE  THEATRE  OWNERS!! 

Quigley  Book  ShoD 
Rockefeller  Center 

New  York,  N.Y. 

"Dear  Sir; 

I  like  your  TH3ATRE  MANAGEMENT  BOOK  very  much  because  the 

data  can  be  kept  and  is  at  your  finger  tips  all  the  time. 
I  am  enclosing  a  money  order  for  another  for  the  coming  year. 

AUDITORIUM  THEATRE 
H.    E.   Miller,  Prop. 

FESSENDEN,  N.  DAK. 
August  26,  1940 

H.E.  Miller 

■  YOUR  MONEY  WILL 

PRACTICAL  SIMPLIFIED 

BE  IMMEDIATELY  RE- 

BOOKKEEPING  SYSTEM 

FIND  THIS  TO  BE  A 

FUNDED  IF  YOU  DON'T 

Compiled  by  THEODORE  J.  SULLIVAN 

MAIL 
QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP,  ROCKEFELLER  CENTER,  NEW  YORK 

Here  is  my  check  for  $2.00.    Send  me  "THEATRE  MANAGEMENT  RECORD." COUPON 

NOW Name Address 

City  and  State Theatre 
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Off  the  Antenna 

TWELVE  prominent  persons  have  been  named  as  the  George  Foster  Pea- 
body  Radio  Awards  Advisory  Board,  which  will  make  annual  radio 

awards  similar  to  the  Pulitzer  Prizes  in  journalism. 
The  board,  announced  by  Dr.  Harmon  W.  Caldwell,  president  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Georgia,  and  Dr.  John  E.  Drewry,  dean  of  the  University's  Henry W.  Grady  School  of  Journalism,  includes :  Dr.  S.  V.  Sanford,  Bruce  Barton, 
John  H.  Benson,  Virginius  Dabney,  Norman  H.  Davis,  Jonathan  Daniels, 
Mark  F.  Ethridge,  Waldemar  Kaempffert,  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  Dr.  John  W. 
Studebaker,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Peabody  Waite  and  Edward  Weeks. 
The  plan  for  the  awards  was  set  up  with  the  cooperation  of  the  National 

Association  of  Broadcasters.  The  first  awards  will  be  made  in  1941. •  •  • 

Program  News:  The  "Carnation  Contented  Hour"  has  been  renewed  for 
a  ninth  year  over  a  56-station  NBC-Red  hookup,  starting  Jan.  6.  .  .  .  Arhvro 
Toscamni's  first  NBC  concert  of  the  season  on  Saturday,  Nov.  23,  wilt  be 
broadcast  by  short  wave  throughout  Latin  America.  .  .  .  The  premiere  of  the 
"Campbell  Playhouse"  over  CBS,  scheduled  for  Nov.  22,  has  been  postponed 
to  Friday,  Nov.  29.  .  .  .  The  Federation  Bank  and  Trust  Co.,  New  York,  has 
signed  with  WQXR  to  sponsor  "Tomorrozv's  Headlines,"  Associated  Press news  for  13  weeks,  three  times  weekly. •  •  • 

Eddie  Cantor,  in  addition  to  his  regular  radio  stint,  has  undertaken  to 
make  twice  weekly  broadcasts  to  England  through  WRUL,  Boston,  as 
an  aid  to  British  morale. •  •  • 

Two  new  stations  have  become  affiliates  of  NBC,  WAML,  Laurel,  and 
WFOR,  Hattiesburg,  both  in  Mississippi.  They  have  joined  the  Red  Network 
Southcentral  group.  Station  WEMP,  Milwaukee,  will  become  a  supplemen- 

tary Blue  Network  outlet  Jan.  1.  The  two  Mississippi  outlets  give  NBC 
208  active  affiliates. •  •  • 

Philco  Radio  &  Television  Corp.  completed  the  manufacture  of  its  15,- 
000,00(M  radio  receiving  set  last  week,  representing  one-third  of  the  total  sets 
made  by  the  radio  industry.  Philco  executives  presented  the  set  to  Mayor 
Lamberton  of  Philadelphia  at  the  company  plant  there.  Philco  reports  auto 
radio  sets  sold  during  the  first  10  months  of  1940  totaled  $6,878,909  at  fac- 

tory prices. 
•  •  • 

Frank  Braucher,  who  recently  resigned  as  vice-president  in  charge  of 
advertising  for  WOR,  has  been  elected  full  time  president  of  the  Periodical 
Publishers  Association,  effective  Dec.  1. 

Construction 

Of  3  Stations 

Is  Approved 

Washington,  Nov.  17. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

authorized  the  construction  of  three 
new  broadcasting  stations  and  granted 
power  increases  for  five  transmitters. 

The  commission  issued  construction 
permits  to  the  LaGrange  Broadcasting 
Co.  for  a  1,210-kilocycle,  250-watt 
station  at  LaGrange,  Ga. ;  the  Central 
Willamette  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a 
1,210-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at 

Albany,  Ore.,  and  the  Delta  Broad- 
casting Co.  for  a  1,500-kilocycle,  250- 

watt  station  at  Escanaba,  Mich.,  and 
authorized  Stations  KFUO,  Clayton, 
Mo.,  and  KMO,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  to 
increase  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts ;  WEXL,  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  to 
increase  power  from  50  to  250  watts ; 
WFPG,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  to  in- 

crease night  power  from  100  to  250 
watts,  and  KRIS,  Corpus  Christi, 
Tex.,  to  increase  power  from  500  to 
1,000  watts. 

Many  Hearings  Set 

A  number  of  applications  were  or- 
dered set  for  hearing,  among  them  the 

construction-permit  requests  of  Fred 
Jones  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  690- 
kilocycle,  50,000-watt  station  at  Tulsa, 
Okla. ;  Trent  Broadcasting  Corp.  for 
a  1,230-kilocycle,  1,000- watt  station  at 
Trenton,  N.  J. ;  Community  Broad- 

casting Corp.  for  a  1,310-kilocycle,  250- 
watt  station  at  New  York;  Com- 

munity Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  1,310- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y. ;  Central  Carolina  Broad- 

casting Corp.  for  a  1,420-kilocycle, 
100-watt  station  at  Burlington,  N.  C. ; 
Greensboro  Broadcasting  Co.,  Inc.,  for 
a  1,370-kilocycle,  100-watt  station  at 
Greensboro,  N.  C,  and  High  Point 
Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  1,370-kilo- 

cycle, 100-watt  station  at  High  Point, 
N.  C. 

Power  Increases  Asked 

Other  applications  designated  for 
hearing  included  those  of  Stations 
KOMA,  Oklahoma  City,  for  increase 
of  power  from  5,000  to  50,000  watts 
and  change  of  frequency  from  1,480  to 
690  kilocycles;  KGGF,  Coffeyville, 
Kan.,  for  change  of  frequency  from 
1,010  to  690  kilocycles  and  increase 
of  power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts; 
KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  increase 
of  power  from  500  watts  night,  2,500 
watts  day,  to  5,000  watts ;  KWK,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  for  change  of  frequency 
from  1,350  to  680  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  1,000  watts 
night,  5,000  watts  day,  to  50,000 
watts ;  KFRO,  Longview,  Tex.,  for 
increase  of  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts ;  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kan.,  for 
increase  of  night  power  from  250  to 
500  watts;  WMBG,  Richmond,  for 
increase  of  night  power  from  1,000 
to  5,000  watts;  WBCM,  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  for  increase  of  night  power 
from  500  to  1,000  watts;  WHIS, 
Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  for  increase  of 
power  from  500  watts  night,  1,000 
watts  day,  to  1,000  watts  night,  5,000 
watts  day,  and  WSFA,  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  for  increase  of  night  power  from 
500  to  1,000  watts.  " 

CBS  to  Compensate 

Conscripted  Men 
CBS  on  Friday  announced  that  all 

employes  who  are  called  to  serve  in 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States 
will  receive  compensation  on  the  basis 
of  their  period  of  employment. 

One  month's  salary  will  be  provided 
for  each  year  of  employment  on  a 

graduated  scale  up  to  six  months'  sal- ary for  those  employed  six  years  or 
more.  Also  the  company  will  under- 

take to  maintain  employe  payments  on 

the  group  insurance,  and  will  re-em- 
ploy all  men  on  the  expiration  of  their 

service.  Employes  of  CBS,  Columbia 
Recording  Corp.  and  Columbia  Artists, 
Inc.,  are  included. 

Radio  Gives  Stars 

For  'Night  of  Stars' Radio  will  furnish  most  of  the 
talent  for  the  forthcoming  Seventh 
Annual  "Night  of  Stars"  at  Madison 
Square  Garden,  Nov.  27,  according  to 
Marvin  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  pro- 

ducers committee.  Included  will  be  the 
Andrews  Sisters,  Andre  Baruch,  Eddie 
Cantor,  George  Hamilton  Coombs, 
Benny  Fields,  Jay  C.  Flippen,  Willie 
and  Eugene  Howard,  George  Jessel, 
Ella  Logan,  Everett  Marshall,  the 
Merry  Macs,  Mills  Brothers,  Lucy 
Monroe,  Lyn  Murray,  Jan  Peerce, 
Lanny  Ross,  Raymond  Gram  Swing, 
Tohannes  Steel,  Elmer  Davis,  Dorothy 
Thompson,  Bea  Wain,  Henny  Young- 
man,  Barry  Wood,  Connie  Russell,  Al 
Siegel,  Maxine  Sullivan,  Glen  Gray, 
Eddy  Duchin,  Abe  Lyman,  Glenn 
Miller  and  Mark  Warnow. 

Sarnoff  Gets  6 -Year 
Renewal  of  Contract 
The  Securities  and  Exchange  Com- 

mission on  Friday  reported  an  agree- 
ment by  RCA  to  continue  David  Sar- 

noff as  president  for  the  next  six  years 
at  his  present  annual  salary  of  $100,- 
000,  with  provision  for  a  $20,000  an- 

nual pension  at  the  end  of  that  period. 
It  also  was  reported  that  last  Oct. 

15  RCA  borrowed  from  banks  $5,000,- 
000  for  a  five-year  period  at  an  an- nual interest  rate  of  \]/2  per  cent. 
RCA  promissory  notes  aggregating 
$5,000,000,  maturing  Oct.  15,  1945, 
were  delivered  by  the  company  in  con- 

nection with  the  loans.  The  money 
was  used  to  pay  outstanding  bank 
loans  and  for  working  capital  and  ex- 

pansion of  facilities  under  the  national 
defense  program. 

2  Receivers  Named 

For  Broadcast  Firm 

Wilmington;  Nov.  17. — Chancel- 
lor W.  W.  Harrington  has  named 

Daniel  F.  Wolcott  of  Wilmington 
and  Harry  H.  Stehman  of  Pittsburgh 
as  receivers  for  Transcontinental 
Broadcasting  System,  Inc.,  a  Delaware 
corporation,  in  Chancery  Court  here. 
The  action  was  brought  by  M.  J. 
Klein,  a  stockholder. 

Stong  Sues  CBS,  Wrigley 
Phil  Stong,  author,  has  filed  suit  in 

U.  S.  District  Court  here  against  CBS 
and  William  Wrigley,  Inc.,  for  an  in- 

junction, accounting  and  damages.  He 
charged  them  with  plagiarizing  parts 
of  his  book  "Career"  in  the  radio  pro- 

gram "Gateway  to  Hollywood"  last 

year. 

FCC  Questions 

Court's  Power 

On  Allocations 

Washington,  Nov.  17. — Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  to  intervene  in  the 

allocation  of  broadcasting  facilities 
has  been  questioned  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission. 

The  point  was  raised  in  a  brief  filed 
with  the  District  of  Columbia  Court 
of  Appeals,  in  which  the  Commission 
contended  the  court  is  without  power 
to  grant  the  relief  sought  by  station 
KVI,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  which  is  fight- 

ing a  Commission  permit  authorizing 
station  KIRO,  Seattle,  to  increase  its 
power  to  10,000  watts  and  move  its  an- 

tenna to  a  point  midway  between  the 
two  cities. 

The  Tacoma  station  challenged  the 
Commission,  declaring  that  since  both 
stations  are  Columbia  outlets  the  in- 

crease of  power  and  changed  location 
granted  KIRO  will  result  in  a  dupli- 

cation of  Columbia  programs  in  the 
Tacoma  area. 

In  its  brief,  the  Commission  con- 
tended that  the  station  has  no  just 

grounds  for  opposing  the  KIRO 
changes  and  is  merely  seeking  to  pre- 

vent increased  competition. 

NBC  Bans  Ascap 

Music  on  Network 

All  Ascap  music  was  banned  from 
NBC  sustaining  programs  as  of  last 
Friday.  Such  programs  use  about  60 
per  cent  of  NBC's  broadcasting  time. 
The  ruling  will  continue  in  force  in- 

definitely, network  officials  said. 
CBS  expects  to  have  a  complete 

ban  on  Ascap  music  in  effect  on  its 
sustaining  programs  by  Dec.  1.  At 
present,  it  requires  the  playing  of  three 
non-Ascap  tunes  on  each  15-minute 
sustaining  program  and  four  on  each 
30-minute  program.  WOR  (Mutual) 
requires  two  non-Ascap  tunes  on  every 
15-minute  sustaining  program  and 
four  on  every  30-minute  program. 
Mayor  La  Guardia  has  been  urged 

by  Richard  Himber,  band  leader,  to 
act  as  mediator  in  the  Ascap-network 
dispute  over  new  music  licensing 
terms.  Ascap  asserts  that  its  door  is 
"always  open"  to  the  broadcasters  for 
a  discussion  of  the  new  terms. 

Jacksonville  Asks 

More  Station  Power 
Washington,  Nov.  17. — The  City 

of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  has  petitioned 
the  Federal  Communications  Commis- 

sion for  authority  to  increase  the  night 
power  of  its  broadcasting  station, 
WJAX,  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts. 
An  application  also  has  been  filed 

by  Station  KTRH,  Houston,  Tex., 
for  removal  of  its  transmitter  from 
Deepwater  to  Dayton,  to  be  consid- ered in  connection  with  its  pending 
application  for  a  change  of  frequency 
from  1,290  to  740  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  1,000  watts 
night,  5,000  watts  day,  to  50,000  watts. 

M-G-M  Buys  Musical 

Hollywood,  Nov.  17. — M-G-M  has 
purchased  the  late  George  Gershwin's 
musical,  "Lady  Be  Good." 
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Price  Cut  Is 

Urged  to  Aid 

Sunday  Plays 

Must  Meet  Competition 
Of  Film  Houses 

The  success  of  Sunday  plays  on 
Broadway  depends  on  the  ability  of 
legitimate  stage  managers  to  compete 
with  film  houses,  according  to  an  edi- 

torial in  Equity,  official  organ  of  Ac- 
tors Equity  Association.  Cheaper 

seats  and  courtesy  to  patrons  equal  to 
that  shown  at  film  houses  are  needed 
in  the  legitimate  theatre,  says  the  edi- 
torial. 
Equity  two  weeks  ago  sanctioned 

Sunday  shows  for  an  experimental 
period  to  June  1. 
Twelve  shows  have  scheduled  per- 

formances for  this  Sunday.  They  in- 
clude "Blind  Alley,"  "Beverly  Hills," 

"Charley's  Aunt,"  "George  Washing- 
ton Slept  Here,"  "Glamour  Pre- 

ferred," "Hellzapoppin',"  "Johnny  Be- 
linda," "Kind  Lady,"  "Separate 

Rooms,"  "Suzanna  and  the  Elders," 
"The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner" 
and  "Tobacco  Road." 
Brock  Pemberton  will  speak  at 

6 :30  tonight  over  WINS,  discussing 
the  new  Sunday  show  policy. 
After  declaring  that  nobody  knows 

what  value  Sunday  shows  will  be  to 
(.Continued  on  page  6) 

Sam  Franks  Heads 

Allied  of  So.  N.  J. 

Sam  Franks,  owner  of  the  Rivoli, 
Hammonton,  was  named  acting  chair- 

man, and  Mrs.  Florence  E.  Rose 
secretary,  of  the  Southern  New  Jer- 

sey unit  of  the  Allied  Theatres  of 
New  Jersey,  at  an  organization  meet- 

ing in  Camden,  yesterday  afternoon. 
Mrs.  Rose  is  manager  of  theatres  in 
Bridgeton. 

It  was  decided  to  meet  henceforth 
in  Philadelphia,  on  Mondays,  the  fre- 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Samuel  Flax  Dies 

At  Football  Game 
Washington,  Nov.  18. — Excite- 

ment during  a  professional  football 
game  yesterday  proved  fatal  to  Sam- 

uel M.  Flax,  Republic  franchise  hold- 
er here,  who  suffered  a  heart  attack. 

He  attended  the  game  with  his  two 
sons. 

Flax  had  been  associated  with  his. 
brother,  Jacob  E.  Flax,  in  film  ac- 

tivities for  21  years.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Variety  Club. 

Warner  Bros.  Set 

Grad  Sears  Drive 

Dec.  22  to  April  19 

Warner  Bros,  again  honors  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager 
and  president  of  Vitagraph  Inc.,  W. 

B.  distributing 
subsidiary,  this 
year  by  holding a  national  sales 
drive  in  his 
honor.  There 
will  be  awarded 
$25,000  in  cash 
prizes  to  mem- bers of  the 

company's  sales force  during  the 
campaign.  The 
drive  will  run 
for  a  period  of 
17  weeks,  from 
Dec;  22,  1940, 
to  April  19, 
1941. 

Several  of  Warners'  most  important 
pictures  have  been  scheduled  for  re- 

lease   during    the    Sears  campaign. 
(.Continued  on  page  6) 

Gradwell  Sears 

'Fantasia'  Heading 

For  2-a-Day  Record 
"Fantasia"  is  on  the  way  to  a  two- 

a-day  box-office  record  on  its  initial 
seven-day  performance  at  the  Broad- 

way Theatre,  as  the  experts  estimate 
that  by  tonight,  when  the  first  week 
of  the  picture  will  end,  the  Disney 
film  which  stars  Leopold  Stokowski 
and  Mickey  Mouse  will  have  garnered 
approximately  $33,000  on  14  perform- 

(Contintted  on  page  3) 

ARBITRATION  COST 

LOW  FOR  THEATRE 

Greenthal  Slated 

To  Succeed  Farnol 

Who  Leaves  U.A. 

In  fulfillment  of  the  policy  which 
has  been  established  at  United  Artists 
by  Maurice  Silverstone,  of  promoting 
employes  f  rom'the  ranks,  Coast  officials 
expect  that  Monroe  Greenthal  will  be 
named  chief  of  the  company's  adver- 

tising and  publicity  department,  to  suc- 
ceed Lynn  Farnol,  who  has  tendered 

his  resignation,  effective  Jan.  1,  it  was 
learned  last  night. 

Greenthal,  at  present,  is  director  of 
trade  paper  advertising  and  exploita- tion. He  has  been  with  United  Artists 
for  nearly  11  years,  specializing  in  ad- 

vertising and  publicity. 
That  Farnol  had^  tendered  his  res- 

ignation was  announced  in  Hollywood 
last  night  by  Silverstone,  after  word 
broke  here  about  Farnol's  resignation 
following  the  latter's  return,  over  the weekend,  from  a  trip  to  California. 

Farnol's  contract  had  until  May  to 
run  but  there  has  been  no  official  rev- 

elation regarding  any  possible  settle- 
ment of  the  unexpired  portion  of  Far- nol's contract. 

Farnol  is  going  into  business  for 
himself,  it  is  stated. 

Today,  a  board  meeting  of  United 
Artists  is  scheduled  in  Hollywood,  and 
according  to  home  office  officials,  an 
announcement  regarding  Greenthal's promotion  may  be  forthcoming. 

"Arizona" 

[Columbia] 

Hollywood,  Nov.  18 

"^TO  year  since  the  1923  of  "The  Covered  Wagon"  has  passed  with- out  its  smash  Western  picture  and  this  could  be  the  smash  of  1940. 
It  is  a  production  on  the  vast  scale  of  those  which  have  made  box-office 
history  and  it  has,  in  common  with  them,  the  big,  historical  drama  in 
the  background  against  which  the  powerful  personal  story  of  the  players 
is  enacted.  It  shifts  emphasis  from  background  to  foreground,  mingling 
the  two,  in  a  manner  to  build  tension,  stress  and  conflict  to  a  peak 
calling  for  violent  relief,  furnished  here  by  gun  battle  to  the  death 

(Continued  on 

3) 

OTHER  REVIEWS:  "Remedy  for  Riches,"  "Phantom  of  China- 
town"— P.  3;  "Melody  Ranch,"  "Barnyard  Follies,"  "Hold  That 

Woman"— P.  6. 

AAA  Estimates  Average 

Cost  to  Exhibitor 
At  $50  to  $75 

Arbitration  under  the  consent 
decree  will  be  financially  within 
the  reach  of  every  exhibitor  en- 

titled to  bring  a  complaint  before 
any  of  the  31  local  boards  to  be  set 
up  in  the  next  two  months,  Amer- 

ican Arbitration  Association  offi- 
cials said  yesterday. 

Based  on  the  experience  of 
the  Association  with  costs  in 
cases  comparable  to  those 
which  may  arise  in  this  indus- 

try, the  average  expense  of  a 
film  arbitration  case  should  be 
no  more  than  $50  to  $75,  offi- 

cials said. 

AAA.  officials  estimated  the  high- 
est possible  cost  of  arbitrating  a  film 

case  at  $300,  and  said  that  such  cases 

would  be  "extremely  rare." A.A.A.  officials  stated  that  few 
cases  under  their  supervision  have  re- 

quired the  services  of  an  attorney, 
particularly  since  the  rules  of  evidence 
do  not  apply  at  arbitration  hearings. 
They  also  pointed  out  that  while  $50 
is  the  maximum  daily  fee  for  each 
arbitrator,  the  maximum  will  not  be 
paid  in  every  instance. 

Several  exhibitor  representatives  in 
stating  their  objections  to  the  consent 
decree  before  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard  last  week  criticized  the 
arbitration  proceedings  on  the  ground 
that  they  would  be  too  costly  for  the 
average  small  exhibitor. 

Para.  Heads  Meet 

Again  Next  Spring 
Paramount  executives  will 

meet  in  Hollywood  or  New 
York  next  Spring  for  further 
discussions  of  production, 
theatre  operating  and  general 
business  problems,  Barney 
Balaban,  Paramount  presi- 

dent, said  yesterday  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  first  such  meet- 

ing at  the  studio  last  week. 
Balaban  was  accompanied 

East  by  Stanton  Griffis, 
chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  and  Neil  F.  Agnew, 
vice-president  and  distribu- 

tion head.  He  said  the  meet- 
ing covered  production,  dis- 

tribution, exhibition  and  tele- vision. 



2 Motion  Picture  daily Tuesday,  November  19,  1940 

Personal  Mention Comply  With  Cuban 
Block  Booking  Ban 
American  distributors  in 

Cuba  are  complying  with  the 
anti-block  booking  law  which 
went  into  effect  there  last 
Friday  but  are  servicing  only 
those  contracts  which  are  not 
affected  by  the  law,  according 
to  reports  by  Havana  branch- 

es to  the  home  office  yester- 
day. 
New  contracts  are  being  ac- 

cepted covering  completed  re- 
leases on  hand  in  Cuba,  but 

no  contract  is  being  made  for 
a  period  beyond  next  January 
and  no  "spot  bookings"  are 
being  accepted. 

Sher  and  Goddard 

Will  Confer  Today 

Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  General 
Robert  Sher  will  come  here  from 
Washington  today  for  a  conference 
with  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 

dard at  the  latter's  request. 
Despite  the  fact  that  news  of  the 

meeting  gave  rise  to  speculation  that 
the  court  might  suggest  that  changes 
be  made  in  the  consent  decree,  which 
is  before  Judge  Goddard  for  approval, 
nothing  official  could  be  learned  of 
the  meeting's  purpose. 

Sher  was  one  of  the  two  Govern- 
ment attorneys  who  defended  the  de- 

cree against  exhibitors'  attacks  at  the hearing  before  Judge  Goddard  last 
Thursday. 

Duffy  Honored  at 

Albany  Luncheon 
Albany,  Nov.  18. — About  75  mem- 

bers of  the  industry,  including  a 
score  of  exhibitors,  paid  tribute  to- 

day to  Fred  Duffy,  veteran  salesman, 
at  a  luncheon  at  the  De  Witt  Clinton 
Hotel.  Duffy  has  retired  from  busi- 

ness because  of  ill  health.  He  was 
with  Republic. 

In  attendance  was  every  branch 
manager  and  salesman  in  the  city. 
George  Tucker,  RKO  salesman,  was 
master  of  ceremonies.  The  speakers 
were  Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M ;  Rich- 

ard Hayes,  Paramount;  Edward 
Hochstim,  Columbia,  and  Gene  Lowe, 
Republic. 

Duffy  operated  the  Hibernian  Hall, 
Utica,  before  selling  here  for  Edu- 

cational and  Universal.  He  joined 
Republic  two  years  ago. 

Schenck  Heading 

Paralysis  Drive 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the 

board  of  20th  Century-Fox,  again  has 
accepted  the  vice-chairmanship  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Celebration  of  the 
President's  Birthday,  which  conducts 
the  "Fight  Infantile  Paralysis"  cam- paign. Schenck  has  held  this  post  for 
the  past  three  years,  serving  under 
Keith  Morgan,  who  again  has  ac- 

cepted the  post  of  national  chairman. 
Eddie  Cantor  once  more  has  agreed 

serve  as  chairman  of  the  "March  of 
Dimes"  for  radio.  The  drive  for  funds 
reaches  its  climax  on  Jan.  30,  Presi- 

dent Roosevelt's  59th  birthday. 

DAVID  ROSE,  Paramount  British production  head,  is  scheduled  to 
arrive  from  Europe  on  the  Siboney, 
the  next  ship  scheduled  to  sail  from 
Lisbon. 

• 

Herman  Wobber,  director  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th  Century-Fox,  will 

remain  on  the  Coast  indefinitely, 
spending  Thanksgiving  at  his  home 
in  San  Francisco. 

• 

Lee  Kamern,  manager  of  the  As- 
tor,  is  improving  after  an  operation 
for  appendicitis  at  Medical  Arts  Cen- 

ter on  Sunday. • 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  divi- 
sion sales  manager  for  Universal,  left 

last  night  for  product  conferences  with 
Tony  Sudekum,  circuit  head.  Mc- 

Carthy will  then  go  to  Atlanta  and  is 
expected  to  return  at  the  end  of  the 
week. • 

Walter  Branson,  Midwestern  dis- 
trict manager  for  RKO  at  Chicago,  is 

in  New  York. 
• 

Harry  Goldstein,  district  manager 
for  the  Brandt  circuit,  and  Mildred 
Glassberg  were  married  Sunday  and 
are  now  on  a  two-week  honeymoon trip. 

• 
Dorothy  May  Keeney,  daughter 

of  Cormack  G.  Keeney,  manager  of 
the  Park,  Reading,  Pa.,  will  be  mar- 

ried tomorrow  to  John  Joseph  Mill- 
er at  St.  Paul's  Roman  Catholic 

Church  in  Reading. 
• 

Mrs.  Maxwell  Hoffman,  wife  of 
the  head  of  the  Warner  Theatres 
booking  department  in  New  Haven, 
gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  Linda  Ruth, 
at  Grace  Hospital  late  last  week. • 

Dan  F.  Greenhouse,  RKO  mana- 
ager  in  the  Philippines,  has  arrived  in 
Los  Angeles  for  a  vacation.  He  will 
visit  the  home  office  before  returning 
to  Manila. 

• 

Joseph  Lucachevitch,  French  pro- 
ducer, who  recently  arrived  in  this 

country,  leaves  by  plane  today  for  the 
Coast. 

Erlanger  in  Phila. 

Leased  by  Goldman 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  18.-^The  2,000- 

seat  Erlanger  in  downtown  Philadel- 
phia has  been  leased  by  William  Gold- 
man, one-time  general  manager  of  the 

Stanley  Warner  Circuit  in  this  terri- 
tory and  more  recently  operator  of  an 

independent  circuit  in  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. 
Goldman  plans  to  use  the  house  for 

legitimate  shows  and  roadshow  films 
this  season  and  to  switch  to  straight 
films  next  year.  The  theatre  has  been 
used  mostly  for  stage  shows  in  recent 

years. Goldman  is  reported  to  be  negotiat- 
ing also  for  the  1,700-seat  Shubert, another  downtown  house  used  for 

stage  shows  and  burlesque  in  the  past 
few  years. 

Levison  Dead  on  Coast 

Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — John  Robert 
Levison,  assistant  art  director  for 
Selznick,  is  dead  here.  He  was  at  one 
time  on  the  art  staff  of  the  Paramount 
studio  at  Astoria,  L.  I. 

WATTERSON  ROTHACKER, Hollywood  vice-president  of 
Quigley  Publications,  has  returned  to 
the  Coast  after  a  three-week  stay  in 
New  York. • 
Herman  Finkelstein  of  Schwartz 

&  Frohlich,  Ascap  counsel,  and  John 
G.  Paine,  Ascap  general  manager,  ad- 

dressed a  Columbia  University  Law 
School  meeting  yesterday  on  copy- 

right law  and  its  applications  to  As- 
cap's  functions. • 

Barney  Balaban,  Austin  Ke- 
ough,  Al  Margolies,  Arthur  Loew, 
Dave  Blum,  Mort  Spring,  John 
Golden,  John  Emery,  Glenn  An- 

ders, Arch  Reeve,  Gene  Tierney, 
Herman  Robbins,  Ben  Washer, 
Sam  Shain,  Zorina,  George  Balan- 
chine,  Jane  Wyatt  and  Edith  van 
Cleve  lunching  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 
Abe  Schneider,  Irving  Shapiro, 

Arche  Mayer  and  Seymour  Poe 

having  lunch  yesterday  at  Lindy's (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Erno  Rapee, 

Owen  Davis,  William  Orr,  Lau- 
rence Bolognino,  John  W.  Hicks 

and  Max  Dreyfus  at  Nick's  Hunt- ing Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday  for lunch. 
• 

Paul  Benjamin,  Maurice  Berg- 
man, Harry  Goetz,  Lou  Pollock, 

Hank  Linet,  Max  Gordon,  Joseph 
Moskowitz,  Arthur  Lee  and  Sam 
Citron  lunching  yesterday  at  the 
Tavern. 

• 
Lester  Thompson,  head  of  the 

M.P.P.D.A.  Advertising  Advisory 
Council,  is  confined  to  his  home  with 
a  cold. 

• 

Harry  M.  Bessey,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  Altec  Service  Corp.,  has  re- 

turned from  Kansas  City. 
• 

Harry  F.  Shaw,  Lou  Brown,  Rob^ 
ert  Russell,  Sam  Badamo,  Wil- liam Reisinger  and  Nat  Rubin  will 
be  honor  guests  at  the  annual  Loew- 
Poli  ushers'  dinner  and  dance  at  the 
Seven  Gables  Inn  tomorrow  night. 

Levy  Named  Barker 

By  Philadelphia  Club 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  18. — Dr.  Leon 

Levy,  president  of  WCAU,  was  elected 
chief  barker  for  the  new  year  of  the 
local  Variety  Club  by  the  board  of 
directors  today  with  Earl  W.  Swei- 
gert  as  first  assistant  chief  barker, 
and  Hillary  Brown  second  assistant 
barker. 

John  Monroe,  incumbent,  was  re- elected secretary,  William  McAvoy 
continues  as  treasurer  and  Harry  Ball 
was  reelected  fixer  (attorney). 

Federation  Heads 

Meet  Next  Tuesday 
The  Amusement  Division  of  the 

New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federations 
for  the  Support  of  Jewish  Philan- 

thropic Societies  will  hold  a  luncheon 
meeting  in  the  North  Garden  of  the 
Hotel  Astor  next  Tuesday.  Plans 
will  be  formulated  for  the  Federa- 

tion's campaign  in  the  various branches  of  the  division. 

Two  Thanksgivings 

Providence,  Nov.  18. — Rhode 
Island  exhibitors  were  pleased 
when  Dr.  James  F.  Rockett, 
State  Director  of  Education, 
announced  that  schools  will 
be  closed  on  both  Thanksgiv- 

ings, this  Thursday  and  the 
traditional  New  England 
Thanksgiving  date,  the  last 
Thursday  in  the  month.  Gov- ernor William  H.  Vanderbilt 
has  proclaimed  Nov.  28  as  the 
Rhode  Island  Thanksgiving. 

Extend  Delaware 

Sunday  Blue  Law 

Wilmington,  Nov.  18. — Delaware's 
antiquated  Sunday  blue  laws,  which 
are  being  studied  by  a  special  legisla- 

tive commission  for  possible  modern- 
ization, over  the  weekend  were  ap- 

plied to  bowling  and  skating  rinks  by 
Attorney  General  James  R.  Morford. 

In  a  letter  to  Rev.  Ralph  L.  Min- 
ker,  chairman  of  the  legislation  com- 

mission, Morford  listed  several  pos- 
sible steps  in  modernizing  the  law: 

outright  repeal  with  no  substitute  leg- 
islation; repeal,  giving  to  town  coun- 

cils unlimited  power  by  ordinance;  re- 
peal, substituting  a  statewide  statute 

prohibiting  enumerated  activities. 

Funeral  Rites  Held 

For  Martin  Beck 
Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 

day afternoon  at  the  Campbell  Fu- 
neral Church  for  Martin  Beck,  who 

died  Saturday  morning  following  an 
operation.  Dr.  Theodore  Cuyler 
Speers  of  Central  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Arthur  Hopkins  offi- 

ciated. Personal  friends  and  members 
of  governing  board  of  the  League  of 
New  York  Theatres  were  honorary 
pall  bearers.  Burial  was  in  Salem 
Fields,  Long  Island. 
Among  the  theatrical  personalities 

present  were:  Gilbert  Miller,  Law- 
rence Langner,  Lee  Shubert,  Charles 

MacDonald,  John  Golden,  Lucius 
Cook,  James  Strook,  Al  Lewis,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brock  Pemberton,  License 
Commissioner  Paul  Moss,  William 
Klein  and  Max  Gordon. 
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Open  'Twelfth  Nighf 
At  St.  James  Tonight 

The  Shakespeare  comedy, 
"Twelfth  Night,"  opens  at  the 
St.  James  Theatre  tonight 
with  Helen  Hayes  and 
Maurice  Evans  in  the  top 
roles.  The  Theatre  Guild  and 
Gilbert  Miller  produced  the 
show  and  Margaret  Webster 
directed.  Others  in  the  cast 
are    June    Walker,  Sophie 
Stewart,  Mark 
Wesley  Addy. 

Smith  and 

'Fantasia'  Heading 

For  2-a-Day  Record 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ances,  on  an  admission  scale  which 
runs  from  75  cents  to  $2.20. 
The  Broadway  Theatre  has  a  cap- 

acity of  1,864,  being  one  of  the  larger 
houses  in  the  Times  Square  area.  It 
is  about  800  seats  larger  than  the 
Astor,  where  "The  Great  Dictator"  is 
showing  two-a-day.  Besides  the  reg- 

ular box-offices,  an  outside  box-of- 
fice has  been  set  up  in  an  adjoining 

building  and  several  treasurers  have 
been  added  to  the  staff. 

Controversy  Helped 

The  controversy  about  the  film  in- 
volving film  and  music  critics,  and 

more  recently  the  dance  critics,  is 
considered  by  officials  connected  with 
the  picture  to  have  started  a  box-of- 

fice boom. 
The  price  scale  on  the  orchestra 

floor  ranges  from  $1.10  to  $2.20  and 
the  balcony  from  75  cents  to  $2.20  at 
night. 
Broadway  first  runs  enjoyed  big 

grosses  over  the  weekend.  After  days 
of  rain,  the  weather  cleared  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  aiding  the  box-office. 

"The  Great  Dictator"  in  its  fifth 
week  will  do  about  $42,000  at  the 
Capitol  and  about  $16,000  at  the  Astor. 
"Northwest  Mounted  Police"  with 

Glen  Gray's  band  and  Red  Skelton  on the  stage  grossed  an  estimated  $26,000 
over  the  weekend  at  the  Paramount 
and  should  draw  an  estimated  $56,000 
for  the  second  week  which  ends  to- 

night. It  will  be  held  for  a  third 
week. 

'Escape'  $47,000  in  4  Days 
At  the  Music  Hall,  "Escape"  with 

a  stage  show  drew  an  estimated  $47,- 
500  for  the  first  four  days  of  the  third 
week  and  "Bitter  Sweet"  will  open  at 
the  house  Thursday.  "Tugboat  Annie 
Sails  Again"  with  Teddy  Powell's 
band,  Priscilla  Lane  and  Jack  Haley 
on  the  stage  grossed  an  estimated  $9,- 
500  for  the  first  three  days  of  the 
second  week  at  the  Strand.  "The 
Letter"  opens  at  the  Strand  Friday. 

"You'll  Find  Out"  with  Kay  Kyser's 
band  on  the  stage  as  well  as  in  the 
film  had  a  big  opening  at  the  Roxy 
with  an  estimated  $38,000  for  the  first 
four  days.  It  is  set  for  only  one  week, 
however,  and  will  be  followed  by 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  Thursday. 

"Christmas  in  July"  grossed  an  es- 
timated $2,000  for  the  last  three  days 

at  the  Rivoli  and  "Seven  Sinners" 
opened  on  Saturday.  "Girls  Under 
21"  drew  an  estimated  $6,300  at  the 
Globe,  with  "Angels  Over  Broadway," 
which  opened  Saturday,  drawing  an 
estimated  $5,000  over  the  weekend. 

"Arizona" 

[Columbia] 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

between  the  champions  of  right  and  wrong. 
Producer-director  Wesley  Ruggles  has  poured  into  this  presentation 

of  the  story  of  Arizona  and  its  people  in  the  period  of  the  Civil  War 
a  long  and  rich  experience  which  makes  itself  eloquent  in  the  masses 
and  the  details,  the  sweep  of  the  background  events  and  the  pinch  of 
the  personal  story,  in  equal  measure. 

Claude  Binyon's  screenplay  is  tight  as  a  drum  and  his  dialogue  rings 
true  in  every  inch.  Clarence  Budington  Kelland's  story  is  a  deep  and 
rounded  narrative  containing  many  and  varied  values  for  all  types  of 
audiences. 

The  outstanding  performance  of  Jean  Arthur,  as  the  first  white 
woman  in  Tucson  and  equal  to  any  man  in  the  place  at  gun  fighting 
or  what  have  you,  is  something  for  showmen  to  tell  the  customers  about 
in  unrestrained  praises.  Close  up  to  her  portrayal  is  that  of  William 
Holden,  utilizing  a  similar  technique,  and  next  to  his  is  a  different  type 
of  characterization  by  Warren  William  as  the  plotter  against  hero, 
heroine  and  all  else.  Porter  Hall,  George  Chandler,  Byron  Foulger, 
Paul  Harvey,  Regis  Toomey,  Paul  Lopez  and  Colin  Tapley  are  other 
principals  in  a  large  cast. 

Tucson  in  1860-'64  is  the  scene  of  the  story,  as  Tucson  of  1940  was 
last  week  the  scene  of  a  spot-preview  plus  broadcasts  serving  as  start- 

ing gun  for  the  film  in  an  exploitation  way,  and  the  shiftings  of  the 
population's  allegiance  from  Union  to  Confederacy  and  back  again,  as 
the  rival  troops  come  and  go,  provide  a  mainspring  of  interest  in 
themselves. 

Projected  against  this  backdrop  is  an  equivalently  powerful  story 
about  a  woman  who  believes  in  the  future  of  Arizona  to  the  point  of 

fighting  for  her  place  in  it,  a  man  who  isn't  so  sure  about  that  but  sure 
enough  about  his  love  for  the  woman  to  fight,  risk  and  kill  for  her, 
and  about  some  other  men,  including  Indians,  who  make  life  perilous 
and  all  futures  uncertain  in  all  of  the  Territory. 

The  picture  is  on  the  large  scale,  the  broad  canvas,  with  cattle  herded 
across  the  plains,  stampeded  into  the  ranks  of  attacking  Apaches,  with 
troops  coming  and  going,  but  always  with  the  people  of  the  story  and 
their  problems  to  the  fore  on  screen  and  in  audience  mind. 

Running  time,  125  minutes.    "G"*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Remedy  for  Riches (RKO) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — RKO's  "Remedy  for  Riches,"  produced  by 
Stephens-Lang,  far  exceeds  in  comedy  values  the  previous  "Dr.  Chris- 

tian" stories.  Given  a  vigorous  plot,  which  deals  with  the  attempt  of 
two  thieves  who  "salt"  a  plot  of  ground  near  River's  End  with  oil,  the 
film  was  enthusiastically  received  by  the  preview  audience. 

Jean  Hersholt  again  plays  the  role  of  "Dr.  Christian,"  with  Dorothy 
Lovett  as  his  nurse,  Robert  Baldwin  as  the  pharmacist  and  Maude 

Eburne  as  the  doctor's  housekeeper.  Others  in  the  cast  are  Edgar 
Kennedy,  Jed  Prouty,  Walter  Catlett,  Warren  Hull,  Margaret  McWade, 
Halline  Hill,  Renie  Riano,  Barry  Macollum,  Lester  Scharff,  and 
Prudence  Penny. 

Erie  C.  Kenton  directed  the  original  screenplay  by  Lee  Loeb,  which 

was  taken  from  the  widely  known  radio  program,  "Dr.  Christian,"  on 
which  Hersholt  also  appears.    William  Stephens  was  the  producer. 

Hersholt  saves  the  funds  of  residents  of  River's  End,  who  are  about 
to  be  taken  by  a  pair  of  promoters  who  "discover"  oil  on  a  nearby  plot. 
Underlying  it  is  the  romance  of  Hersholt's  nurse  and  the  pharmacist. 
Running  time,  66  minutes.    "G."*  Vance  King 

"Phantom  of  Chinatown" 
{Monogram) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — Keye  Luke,  in  his  first  starring  role,  here 
appears  as  "Jimmy  Wong,"  the  Chinese-American  detective  created  by 
Hugh  Wiley.  Boris  Karloff  had  previously  appeared  in  five  pictures 
of  the  series. 

With  the  aid  of  Lotus  Long,  as  a  representative  of  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment, and  Grant  Withers,  as  a  police  lieutenant,  the  murder  of  an 

explorer  is  solved  with  the  discovery  that  he  had  unearthed  the  source 
of  an  oil  supply  in  that  country. 

The  Joseph  West  screenplay  was  directed  by  Phil  Rosen  and  produced 
by  Paul  Malvern.  The  cast  includes  Paul  McVey,  Charles  Miller,  Vir- 

ginia Carpenter  and  John  Dilson. 
Running  time,  62  minutes.    "G."*  W.  S. 

'G"  denotes  general  classification. 

I.  A.  Unions 

Seek  to  Renew 

Negotiations 

Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — Members  of 
the  Producers'  Association  labor  com- 

mittee tonight  had  before  it  a  request 
from  the  I.AT.S.E.  locals  for  reopen- 

ing negotiations  on  a  further  contract 
and  demands  of  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  and  the  Society  of  M.  P.  Art 
Directors  for  revision  of  bargaining 

pacts. 

In  a  lengthy  communication,  signed 
by  the  business  representatives  headed 
by  Harold  V.  Smith,  the  I.A-T.S.E. 
pointed  out  that  the  producers  had 
agreed  to  negotiate  separate  contracts 
covering  wage  scales  and  working 
conditions  at  the  time  they  granted  a 
10  per  cent  wage  increase  under 
pressure  from   William  Bioff. 

Meanwhile,  adding  fuel  to  the  fight 
between  the  Class  B  council  (extras) 
and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  directors, 
was  an  announcement  by  the  Guild 
board  of  a  petition  signed  by  227  Class 
B  members  asking  abolition  of  the 
council,  a  referendum  on  which  is  un- 

der way.  The  Guild  board  said  it  had 
more  than  1,000  letters  and  wires  sup- 

porting the  abolition  move. 

_  Openings  of  a  hearing  on  the  peti- tion of  Building  Service  Employes  lo- 
cal to  be  certified  as  the  collective  bar- 

gaining agency  at  major  studios  was 
delayed  today  to  Nov.  27  by  the  N.  L. 
R.  B.  when  John  J.  Mahoney,  Inter- 

national representative,  said  records 
of  the  union  are  not  available  to  him. 
The  union  is  involved  in  litigation  in 
a  dispute  over  funds  and  records. 

Wilbur  Asks  Neely 

Action  by  Congress 
Washington,  Nov.  18. — Majority 

and  minority  leaders  of  Congress  to- 
day were  asked  by  Dr.  Ray  Lyman 

Wilbur,  head  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Research  Council,  not  to  adjourn  with- 

out taking  action  on  the  Neely  block 
booking  bill. 

In  a  protest  against  permitting  the 
measure  to  die  through  adjournment, 
Dr.  Wilbur  declared  enactment  of  the 
bill  would  free  10,000  independent  the- 

atres from  compulsory  block  booking and  blind  selling. 
Members  of  the  House  tomorrow 

will  vote  on  a  resolution  for  immedi- 
ate adjournment  of  the  session,  the 

passage  of  which  will  depend  upon 
the  ability  of  majority  leaders  to  get 
enough  members  to  return  to  Wash- 

ington to  insure  the  necessary  vote. 

Jack  Cohn  on  Coast 

For  Columbia  Talks 
Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice-president, 

and  Nate  Spingold,  home  office  ex- 
ecutive, went  to  Hollywood  for  studio 

conferences  with  Harry  Cohn,  presi- 
dent, following  the  premiere  of 

"Arizona"  at  Tucson  last  Friday. 
Abe  Montague,  general  sales  man- 

ager, and  Rube  Jackter,  his  assist- 
ant, went  to  San  Francisco  from  Tuc- 

son, where  they  will  conduct  the 
fourth  of  the  company's  regional  sales 
meetings  next  weekend. 
Lou  Weinberg,  Max  Weisfeldt  and 

Lou  Astor  of  the  home  office  sales 
department  returned  to  New  York 
over  the  weekend  following  the  pre- 
miere. 
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Feature  Reviews 

"Melody  Ranch" 
{Republic) 
C\N  the  heels  of  "Hit  Parade,"  Republic  has  another  ambitious  un- 

dertaking  in  the  form  of  a  musical  Western  in  modern  dress,  with 
cast  names  of  marquee  value  in  virtually  all  situations  and  with  a  long 

list  of  Western  melodies  that  flavor  the  film.  "Torpedo  Joe,"  "Call  of 
the  Canyon,"  "Rodeo  Rose"  and  the  title  song  are  the  outstanding  ones. 

Gene  Autry  heads  the  cast,  as  a  radio  cowboy  singer  who  returns  to 
his  home  town  with  his  radio  company  and  rids  it  of  the  undesirable 
element.  Jimmy  Durante,  Ann  Miller,  Barton  MacLane,  Barbara  Allen, 

George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  Jerome  Cowan,  Mary  Lee  and  others  familiar 
to  Western  fans  are  in  support.  For  laugh  purposes,  Durante  and  Miss 
Allen,  the  latter  as  a  school  teacher  and  Durante  as  the  announcer  of 
the  radio  show,  are  excellent. 

Drama  and  melodrama,  comedy  and  music  are  in  equal  quantity  in 
the  film  and  while  the  basic  tale  is  Western,  the  appeal  is  far  greater 
than  that  of  the  general  outdoor  action  picture.  Joseph  Santley  directed 
the  original  screenplay  by  Jack  Moffitt  and  F.  Hugh  Herbert.  Sol  C. 
Siegel  was  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  84  minutes.  "G."* 

"Barnyard  Follies" 
{Republic) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — Dependent  upon  novelty  of  idea,  alacrity  of 

performance  and  the  presence  of  a  number  of  vaudeville  and  radio 
players  of  talent,  this  lively  musical  furnishes  67  minutes  of  brisk 
diversion.  Apart  from  the  names  available  for  billing  purposes,  it 
supplies  showmen  an  exploitation  angle  in  its  featuring  of  the  Four  H 
Club,  as  an  institution  and  as  the  club  unit  to  which  the  youngsters 
in  the  picture  belong. 
Mary  Lee,  Rufe  Davis,  June  Storey,  Jed  Prouty,  Victor  Kilian  and 

Robert  Homans  are  the  principal  picture  names.  Harry  "Pappy" 
Cheshire,  the  Cackle  Sisters,  The  Kidoodlers,  Ralph  Bowman  and  Isabel 
Randolph  (Mrs.  Uppington)  are  the  radio  personalities  presented,  with 
Jim  Jeffries  an  additional  personality.  Many  juveniles  and  a  girl 
chorus  also  participate.  Seven  musical  numbers,  ranging  from  solos 
to  ensembles,  are  used  in  the  working  out  of  the  story. 

The  story  idea  by  Robert  T.  Shannon,  written  by  Dorrell  and  Stuart 
McGowan,  is  about  a  rural  orphanage  presided  over  by  a  kindly  doctor 
who  is  persecuted  by  his  neighbors.  He  inherits  a  night  club,  and 
in  a  situation  too  much  for  him  but  not  too  much  for  his  loving  charges, 
they  extricate  him  and  themselves  from  pressing  difficulties  by  staging 
a  show  in  a  barn.  Armand  Schaefer  produced,  Frank  McDonald 
directing. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.    "G"*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Hold  That  Woman" (Producers  Releasing  Corp.) 
This  is  a  light  story  that  has  a  number  of  humorously  involved  situa- 

tions which  eventually  become  adjusted  in  entertaining  fashion.  The 
plot  concerns  itself  with  skip-chasing  or,  for  the  benefit  of  those  not  in 
the  know,  tracking  down  and  returning  to  the  dealer  merchandise  pur- 

chased by  customers  who  fail  to  make  the  necessary  payments  at  the 
appointed  times.    It  is  apparently  a  hectic  business. 

James  Dunn  has  the  lead,  a  loquacious  but  personable  tracer.  Others 
in  the  cast  are  Frances  Gifford,  George  Douglas,  Martin  Spellman,  Rita 
La  Roy,  Eddie  Fetherson,  Guy  Usher,  and  Paul  Bryar.  Sherman  Scott 
directed. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.  "G."* 

Price  Cut  Is 

Urged  to  Aid 

Sunday  Plays 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

the  legitimate  theatre,  the  editorial 
makes   "a   suggestion  as   to  where 
Equity    believes    that    the  greatest 

chance  of  success  is  to  be  found." 
"It  lies,  Equity  believes,  in  a 

real  effort  to  popularize  their 
cheaper  seats.   The  crowds  for 
which  they  are  competing,  and 
of  which  they  have  so  often  and 
so  wishfully  spoken,  are  essen- 

tially motion  picture  patrons. 
There  they  have  been  accus- 

tomed to  paying  about  a  dol- 
lar, and  not  more  than  a  dollar 

and   a   half,  for  their  seats. 
Equity  does  not  think  a  great 
many    of   them    are    able  or 
willing  to  pay  more. 
"And  for  that  amount  of  money  the 

motion  pictures  have  given  them  a 
great  deal.  More  than  that  these  peo- 

ple have  been  made  to  feel  welcome. 
Attention,   perhaps   even  more  than 
they  have  wished,  on  occasion,  has 
been  lavished  upon  them.     If  they 
do  not  get  some  appreciable  part  of 
this  from  the  legitimate  theatres  they 
are  going  to  miss  it,  perhaps  resent  it. 
So  Equity  hopes  that  the  managers 
will  try  to  see  that  as  many  seats  as 
possible  are  available  at  these  prices 
and  that  every  one  connected  with  the 
theatres,  from  the  first  moment  of 
contact  with  these  patrons  will  en- 

deavor to  make  them  glad  that  they 
have  turned  their   attention   to  the 
legitimate  theatre  and  happy  to  re- 

turn to  it." 

Sam  Franks  Heads 

Allied  of  So.  N.  J. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
quency  of  the  meetings  to  be  decided. 

Members  heard  Lee  Newbury,  pres- 
ident of  the  state  organization,  ex- 
plain its  benefits.  Workings  of  the 

Allied  Information  Department  were 
explained. 

Present  from  northern  New  Jersey 
were  David  Snaper,  a  director  of 
Perth  Amboy ;  Harry  Loewenstein  of 
Newark,  Albert  Geller  of  Newark, 
and  Jacob  Unger  of  Hillside.  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  field  organizer,  acted 
for  the  first  part  of  the  meeting  in 
a  supervisory  capacity. 
Members  of  the  new  unit  are: 

Alexander  and  John  Harwan  of  the 
Mount  Ephraim  Theatre,  Mount 
Ephraim;  Mrs.  Helen  Hildinger  and 
Ralph  Hildinger,  of  the  Hildinger 
circuit,  Trenton;  Si  Myers,  owner  of 
the  Garden,  Trenton;  Murray  Stern- 

berg and  Harold  Thorp,  of  the 
Grand,  Woodstown ;  Jack  Waxman, 
operator  of  the  Hollywood,  Astor, 
and  Cinema  theatres,  Atlantic  City, 
and  others ;  Ralph  Wilkins  of  the 
Broadway,  Pitman ;  A.  W.  and  H.  A. 
Hill  of  the  Hill,  Paulsboro;  Mrs. 
Thora  Kindle,  manager  of  the  Glass- 
boro  Theatre,  Glassboro;  Mrs.  Fran- 

ces Fineman,  owner  of  the  Little, 
Haddonfield;  and  James  Ferrara  and 
Mrs.  Rose  Picione  of  the  Lyric, 
Landisville. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Men  of  Gloucester' 
Picture  Completed 

"Men  of  Gloucester,"  a  film  about 
large-scale  sword  fishing,  has  been 
completed  by  Ciro  Caggiano.  The 
producer,  who  states  he  worked  five 
years  on  the  film,  describes  it  as  a 
"documentary"  and  says  that  it  con- tains authentic  views  of  Gloucester 
life  and  the  annual  memorial  services 
for  fishermen  drowned  in  Gloucester 
banks. 

RKO  Salesman  Quits 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  18.  —  Harry 

W.  Tyson,  RKO  salesman,  resigned. 

To  Examine  Chaplin 
Notice  was  filed  in  U.  S.  District 

Court  yesterday  that  examination  be- 
fore trial  of  Charlie  Chaplin  will  be 

taken  Nov.  26  by  Harry  Jacobs,  trad- 
ing as  the  Garden  Camera  Exchange. 

Jacobs  is  defendant  in  a  suit  brought 
by  Chaplin  on  the  charge  that  he  is 
duplicating  16mm.  films  of  Chaplin's "Shoulder  Arms." 

To  Show  Vitasound 
Hollywood,  Nov.  18. — A  demon- 

stration of  Warner-RCA  Vitasound 
will  be  given  tomorrow  afternoon  at 
the  Warner  studio  under  the  direc- 

tion of  Major  Nathan  Levinson. 

Warner  Bros.  Set 

Grad  Sears  Drive 

Dec.  22  to  April  19 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

These  include  "Santa  Fe  Trail,"  star- 
ring Errol  Flynn;  "Strawberry 

Blonde,"  with  James  Cagney  and  Oli- 
via de  Havilland;  "Footsteps  in  the 

Dark,"  starring  Errol  Flynn;  "Far 
Horizon,"  starring  Bette  Davis,  with 
George  Brent;  "The  Sea  Wolf,"  star- ring Edward  G.  Robinson,  Ida  Lupi- 
no,  and  John  Garfield ;  "High  Sierra," 
with  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Ida  Lupi- 
no;  "The  Wagons  Roll  by  Night," 
with  Humphrey  Bogert,  Silvia  Sidney 

and  John  Garfield;  "Four  Mothers," with  the  Lane  sisters,  Gale  Page,  Jef- 
fery  Lynn,  Frank  McHugh  and 
Claude  Rains,  and  "Honeymoon  for 
Three,"  with  George  Brent  and  Ann Sheridan. 

"Santa  Fe  Trail,"  will  be  given  its 
world  premiere  in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M., 
Dec.  14. 

This  year,  the  Sears  Drive  is  split 
into  two  rounds.  The  first  round  will 
cover  a  period  of  12  weeks,  and  those 
of  the  field  force  who  shall  have  either 
maintained  or  exceeded  their  respec- 

tive sales  quotas  for  this  qualifying 
period  will  be  permitted  to  participate 
in  the  contest  for  prizes  on  the  sec- 

ond five  weeks.  Special  awards  for 
district  managers  will  be  included. 

Sears  started  as  a  salesman  for 
First  National  Pictures,  in  Chicago, 
Dec.  6,  1920.  He  rose  to  his  present 
post,  step  by  step,  serving  successively 
as  branch  manager,  southern  and 
western  sales  manager  of  Warner 
Bros.-First  National,  in  August,  1937. 
He  was  named  president  of  Vita- 
graph,  Inc.,  in  February,  1938. 

La  Crosse  Case  Is 

Off  Until  Next  Year 

Madison,  Wis.,  Nov.  18. — The 
$1,472,000  damage  action  of  the  La 
Crosse  Theatres  Co.  against  Para- 

mount, United  Artists  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, together  with  Welworth Theatre  Co.  and  the  Minnesota 

Amusement  Co.,  which  got  under  way 
in  U.  S.  district  court  here  Oct.  30, 
has  been  adjourned  until  after  the  first 
of  the  year  by  Federal  Judge  Patrick T.  Stone. 

The  case  was  in  the  court  for  only 
six  days  and  was  interrupted  because 
of  the  illness  of  Robert  A.  Hess,  Mil- 

waukee, counsel  for  the  plaintiff.  Hess 
has  recovered  from  his  illness.  Only  a 
few  of  the  supoenaed  witnesses  testi- fied before  the  court  in  the  action. 

Ontario  Exhibitors 

Reelect  Alexander 

Toronto,  Nov.  18. — Harry  Alexan- 
der, proprietor  of  the  Lansdowne 

Theatre,  Toronto,  has  been  reelected 
president  of  the  Independent  Theatres 
Association  of  Ontario  for  the  next 
association  year. 

Other  officers  reelected  are:  Vice- 
President  Nat  Taylor,  Treasurer  Tom 
Walton  of  the  Rio  Theater  and  Secre- 

tary Meyer  Axler  of  the  Exhibitors 
Booking  Association.  A.  Polakoff  of 
the  Mayfair  has  been  added  to  the 
board  of  directors  following  the  re- tirement of  F.  C.  Brown,  who  was 
elected  to  the  directorate  in  the  recent voting. 



Tuesday,  November  19,  1940 Motion  Picture  daily 7 

Lewis  Wants? 

Amendments 

To  Radio  Law 

Atlantic  City,  Nov.  18. — John  L. 
Lewis,  in  delivering  his  presidential 
report  to  the  C.  I.  O.  convention 
which  opened  here  today  at  the  Hotel 
Chelsea,  demanded  that  the  Federal 
Communications  Act  be  amended  _  to 
prohibit  radio  stations  from  denying 
labor  unions  the  right  to  purchase  time 
on  the  air. 
He  also  hit  at  the  National  Asso- 

ciation of  Broadcasters  for  setting  up 
an  arbitrary  rule  that  no  station  is 
supposed  to  sell  time  for  "controver- 

sial subjects." 
Charges  Discrimination 

However,  he  said,  labor  unions  can- 
not get  free  time  for  radio  debates 

"because  employers  will  not  give  labor 
the  publicity  of  a  public  debate."  He 
cited  the  refusal  of  KYA,  San  Fran- 

cisco, to  renew  a  regular  nightly 
C.I.O.  labor  program  because  it  dealt 
with  "controversial  issues"  yet,  said 
Lewis,  "large  corporations  in  that  area 
subsidized  news  and  amusement  pro- 

grams which  like  the  Ford  Hour  al- 
ways include  a  bias  in  favor  of  the 

employer  organization."  Lewis  added that  there  were  similar  instances  in 
the  past  year  in  which  other  C.I.O. 
locals  have  been  denied  the  right  to 
secure  radio  time  even  when  they  of- 

fered to  pay  for  it. 
In  charging  that  the  N.A.B.  ruling 

on  "controversial  issues"  is  harmful 
to  labor  and  since  the  rule  is  not  based 
upon  any  law  or  had  any  legal  au- 

thority, he  urged  the  necessity  to  sub- 
ject to  some  control  "the  arbitrary power  of  the  broadcasters  to  withhold 

or  grant  radio  time."  This  can  be done,  he  said,  by  amendment  to  the 
Federal  Communications  Act,  "which 
would  prohibit  discriminations  and  af- 

ford a  summary  procedure  for  hear- 
ing cases  of  discriminations  with  au- 

thority to  direct  that  the  facilities  be 
made  available  on  nondiscriminatory 
terms."  Such  a  move,  he  added,  would put  radio  in  the  same  class  as  other 
public  utilities  like  railroads,  ships, 
and  bus  lines  "which  must  give  equal 
service  to  all  the  public." 

U.  A.,  Bibo  Close  Deal 
United  Artists  has  closed  for  13 

"Travelcade"  short  subjects  in  color, for  distribution  in  the  Far  East.  The 
deal  was  closed  by  Arthur  Kelly, 
U.  A.  vice-president,  and  Walter  Bibo 
of  Atlas  Film  Exchange,  Inc. 

May  Delay  Dec.  2 
Monopoly  Hearing 

Washington,  Nov.  18. — Pos- 
sibilities that  the  scheduled 

Dec.  2  hearing  on  the  radio 
monopoly  report  miffht  be 
postponed  by  the  FCC  were 
mentioned  today  in  reports. 
James  L.  Fly,  chairman,  de- 

nied that  any  such  sugges- 
tions were  pending  before  the 

FCC,  but  in  some  circles 
there  is  a  feeling  that  the 
hisrhly  controversial  report 
miffht  be  heading  toward 
burial. 

Off  the  Antenna 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  will  open  its  new  FM  station,  W2XOY,  in  the 
Helderbergs,  12  miles  from  Schenectady,  tomorrow  evening.  The  initial 

program  will  feature  talks  by  Charles  E.  Wilson,  president,  and  W.  R.  G. 
Baker,  manager  of  radio  and  television,  and  chairman  of  the  National  Tele- 

vision Systems  Committee,  as  well  as  Phil  Spitalny's  all-girl  orchestra. After  the  first  show,  programs  will  originate  from  the  WGY,  Schenectady, 
studios  daily  from  3-10  P.M.  News  reports  of  local  interest  will  be  featured. 
Since  ordinary  telephone  lines  limit  the  high  fidelity  range  of  transmission, 
the  programs  will  be  sent  from  the  studios  to  the  transmitter  by  short  wave. 
An  area  with  a  radius  of  approximately  50  miles  from  the  transmitter  will  be 
served  by  the  station,  according  to  Robert  S.  Peare,  G.E.  manager  of  broad- casting. 

•  •  • 

Starting  Sunday,  Dec.  1,  the  Coca  Cola  Co.  mil  feature  Andre  Kostelanetz 
in  a  program  of  popular  music,  with  Albert  Spalding,  violinist,  over  CBS, 
4:30-5:00  P.M. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Phil  Cook,  conductor  of  "Morning  Almanac"  over 
WABC,  will  launch  his  annual  drive  for  books  for  shut-ins  next  Monday. 
.  .  .  Dick  Teela,  KSO-KRNT,  Des  Moines,  production  director,  is  scheduled 
to  come  to  New  York  Dec.  1  on  a  production  job  for  CBS.  .  .  .  Keyes  Per- 
rin,  formerly  with  WOKO,  Albany,  has  joined  W2XOY,  the  new  General 
Electric  FM  station  near  Schenectady,  as  an  announcer.  Perrin  is  the  son 
of  Oscar  Perrin,  manager  of  the  Fabian  Grand  Theatre,  Albany. •  •  • 

Third  annual  Uncle  Don  (WOR)  Charity  Show  will  take  place  Dec. 
15  at  the  Hotel  Astor  with  two  performances,  one  at  2:30  P.M.  and  the 
other  at  8:30.  The  affair  will  also  be  in  the  nature  of  a  15th  anniversary 
party  for  Uncle  Don.  Proceeds  are  given  to  charities  in  the  Metropolitan area. 

•  •  • 

Busy  was  the  word  for  Martin  Block  yesterday.  From  10-11:30  A.M. 
he  conducted  the  "Morning  Make-Believe  Ballroom"  (over  WNEW),  made 
recordings  from  11:35  A.M.-12:30  P.M.,  returned  to  the  station  for  the 
"Make-Believe  Ballroom"  from  5  :30-7  :30  P.M.,  and  acted  as  master  of  cere- 

monies for  the  Local  802,  Musicians'  Union,  benefit,  from  8:30  P.M.  to  6 
this  morning.    And  he's  due  back  at  the  station  at  10 ! •  •  • 

WSTV,  Steubenville,  O.,  which  went  on  the  air  Nov.  4,  will  join  Mu- 
tual tomorrow  as  the  network's  162nd  affiliate.  The  station  operates  on 

1,310  k.c.  with  250  watts,  unlimited  time. 

Latin  America 

Rebroadcasts 

Start  Saturday 

First  test  program  of  the  NBC 
short  wave  policy  of  permitting 
standard  band  radio  stations  in  20 

Latin  American  countries  to  rebroad- 
cast  the  NBC  short  wave  programs 
will  take  place  Saturday  night  when 
Arturo  Toscanini  conducts  the  NBC 

Symphony  Orchestra.  About  15  sta- tions have  indicated  their  desire  to 
rebroadcast  the  first  show. 

Regular  Programs  Start  Jan.  1 

John  F.  Royal,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  relations,  pointed 
out  that  the  regular  policy  will  not  go 
into  effect  until  Jan.  1.  Royal  said 
that  the  Latin  American  audience  will 
be  vastly  increased  when  standard 
band  stations  rebroadcast  programs 
picked  up  by  short  wave. 
On  Dec.  21,  one  of  the  two  new 

50,000-watt  short  wave  transmitters 
now  under  construction  will  go  on  the 
air,  Royal  disclosed.  In  addition,  it 
was  said,  cultural  programs  designed 
to  build  good  will  will  be  expanded 
and  increased.  Royal  declared  that 
prominent  Latin  Americans  would  be 
interviewed  over  short  wave  beamed 
to  the  South,  and  that,  as  a  further 
good  will  gesture,  their  talks  or  enter- tainment specialties  would  also  be 
broadcast  here. 

'Glamour'  Is  Third 

Play  on  Hollywood 
"Glamour  Preferred,"  play  about 

Hollywood  which  opened  at  the  Booth 
Theatre  on  Friday,  was  written  by 
Florence  Ryerson  and  Colin  Clements 
and  produced  by  Brock  Pemberton. 
It  is  the  third  play  about  film  makers 
to  open  on  Broadway  this  season. 

Typical  of  the  reception  accorded  it 
by  New  York's  daily  paper  dramatic critics  are  the  following  excerpts  from 
their  reviews :  Daily  News :  "One  of the  better  exposures  of  Hollywood 
family  life." — Burns  Mantle;  Herald 
Tribune:  "The  worst  of  the  three 
Hollywood  plays  that  have  recently 
turned  the  Broadway  stage  into  a 
Class  Z  film  studio."— Richard  Watts, 
Jr.;  Times:  "The  third  and  final  one in  a  series  (of  Hollywood  plays)  .  .  . 

it  is  no  improvement." — Brooks  At- kinson. 

Seltzer  to  Pittsburgh 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  18. — Frank 
Seltzer,  publicity  director  for  Hal 
Roach,  has  gone  to  Pittsburgh  to  ar- 

range for  the  world  premiere  of 
"Roadshow."  He  plans  to  be  there 
a  month,  during  which  Blake  Mc- 

Veigh, his  assistant,  will  handle  the 
studio's  publicity. 

Cinecolor  Shows  Loss 

Cinecolor,  Inc.,  showed  a  net  loss 
of  $20,240  in  the  September  quarter, 
with  net  set  sales  of  $21,199,  accord- 

ing to  unaudited  figures  filed  with  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission. 



They're  all  talking  about  the  £S^/^*^arc 

THEATRE  OWNERS  SAY: 

"Those  new  'One  Kilowatt'  arcs  are  the  hest  investment  I 

ever  made.  The  box  office  figures  show  it.  Fifty  per  cent 

more  screen  light,  comfortable  vision  at  all  times,  and  color 

that  is  really  natural  —  I  tell  you,  people  notice  those 
things.  No  theatre  in  town  puts  on  a  better  show  than 

mine.  But  you'd  be  surprised  how  little  it  cost." 

PROJECTIONISTS  SAY: 

"We  projectionists  try  to  put  the  best  possible  picture  on 

the  screen.  That's  our  job.  But  it  takes  snow  white,  high 

intensity  light  to  do  it.  These  new  'One  Kilowatt'  high 
intensity  arcs  give  us  small  theatre  projectionists  a  break. 

Better  black  and  white  projection  —  tops  for  color  —  as 

cheap  to  run  as  low  intensity  —  Boss,  they've  got  what  it 

takes!" 

PATRONS  SAY: 

"Your  pictures  are  a  lot  better  since  you  put  in  those  new 
lamps  you  were  telling  me  about.  Mary  and  I  were  saying 

they  are  as  good  as  we've  seen  in  any  theater.  That  color 
feature  was  as  natural  as  life  but  what  I  like  most  is  finding 

a  seat  without  playing  'blindman's  buff.'  Believe  me,  we're 

steady  patrons  now." 

THE  NEW 

ONE  KILOWATT"  ARCS 
USE  "NATIONAL," 
"SUPREX"  AND 

"OROTIP"  CARBONS 

CARBON  ARC  PROJECTION  LAMPS 
ARE  OPERATED  AT  A  SAFE  VOLTAGE. 
THEY  ARE  STURDY  AND  DURABLE  AND  ARE 
NOT  COMPLICATED  BY  WATER  COOLING 

The  words  "National,"  "Suprex"  and  "Orotip"  are  trade-marke  of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC.  g^i  a*. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

OTjj  Branch  Sales  Offices: 
New  York  -  Pittsburgh  -  Chicago  -  St.  Louis  -  San  Francisco 
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Offer  to  Buy 

Stock  of  Two 

U.  A.  Owners 

No  Decision  at  Annual 

Meeting  on  Coast 

Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — That  there 
were  recent  offers  made  for  the  pur- 

chase of  the  late  Douglas  Fairbanks 
estate's  one- 
fifth  stock  in- 

terest in  United 
Artists  by  Mau- 

rice Silverstone, 
and  Samuel 

Goldwyn's  one- fifth  interest  by 
Walter  Wanger, 
was  learned  to- 
d  a  y .  Officials 
declined  to  state 
whether  the 
matter  had  come 
up  for  discus- 

sion at  today's 
annual  stock- 

holders' meet- 
ing- 

Differences  over  the  price  of  the 
two  blocks  were  considered  the  only 
bar  to  an  early  agreement  when  first 
proposed,  authorities  asserted. 

After  a  session  at  the  Ambassador 
Hotel  lasting  three  and  one-half  hours, 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Satur- 

day because  of  the  holiday.  The  ses- 
sions may  last  the  greater  part  of 

next  week.  Alexander  Korda  was  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Maurice  Silverstone 

RKO  Weighs  Buy  of 

KAO-Meehan  Stock 
Purchase  of  the  M.  J.  Meehan  pre- 

ferred stock  holdings  in  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  by  RKO  was  considered  at 
a  meeting  of  the  board  of  the  latter 
company  yesterday  but  no  action  was 
taken  due  to  the  "current  world  con- 

ditions affecting  the  industry,"  accord- ing to  a  statement  issued  by  George 
J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president,  following 
the  meeting. 

Acquisition  of  the  Meehan  shares, 
representing  more  than  30,000  of  the 
64,000  K-A-0  preferred  shares  out- 

standing, has  been  under  consideration 
by  RKO,  Atlas  Corp.  and  Rockefel- (Continued  on  page  4) 

Scully  Calls  Meeting 

Of  Branch  Managers 
William  A.  Scully,  vice-president 

and  general  sales  manager  of  Uni- 
versal, has  called  a  meeting  of  all 

branch  managers  to  be  held  Saturday 
and  Sunday  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Home 
office  executives  will  attend. 

No  Film  Legislation 
Due  from  Congress 

Washington,  Nov.  19. — De- 
spite the  refusal  today  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  to 
adopt  an  adjournment  resolu- 

tion, no  film  or  other  impor- 
tant legislation  is  expected, 

barring  emergencies. 

Confirm  Greenthal 

As  Ad  Head  of  U.A. 

The  expected  appointment  of  Mon- 
roe Greenthal  as  advertising  and  pub- 

licity director 
of  United  Ar- 

tists, succeeding 
Lynn  Farnol, 
whose  resigna- 

tion will  be- 
come effective 

Jan.  1,  was  con- 
firmed yester- 

day by  Arthur 
W.  Kelly,  Uni- 

ted Artists 
vice  -  president 
and  distribution 
head. 

Greenthal  has 
been  with  Uni- 

ted Artists  for 
the    past  12 
years  in  various  advertising,  publicity 
and  exploitation  capacities.  He  will 
leave  for  Hollywood  in  a  week. 

Monroe  Greenthal 

U.  S.  DECREE  WILL 

BRING  REGIONAL 

RELEASE  SYSTEM 

Pact  Lawyers 

Confer  With 

Judge  Goddard 
Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  General 

Robert  Sher  will  leave  today  for 
Washington  to  confer  with  his  chief, 
Thurman  Arnold,  following  a  confer- 

ence held  yesterday  by  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard,  with  Sher, 
former  Judge  Thomas  D.  Thacher, 
counsel  for  Paramount;  former  Judge 
Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  counsel  for 
Warner  Bros.,  and  J.  Noble  Braden, 
executive  secretary  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association,  on  certain 
phases  of  the  New  York  case  consent 
decree. 

Following  the  conferences,  last  eve- 
ning, opinion  of  observers  was  that 

approval  of  the  decree  by  Judge  God- (Continued  on  page  4) 

Break  Between  Actors  and 

Musicians  Seen  Imminent 

Changes  Anticipated  in 
Discussions  Held  at 
Paramount  Studio 

Possibilities  of  an  immediate  break 
between  actor  unions  and  the  Ameri- 

can Federation  of  Musicians  which 
may  tie  up  the 
entire  entertain- ment world 
loomed  yester- 

day as  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court 
Justice  A  r  o  n 
Steuer  denied  a 
motion  for  a 

temporary  in- 
junction sought 

by  the  Ameri- Guild  of  Musi- cal  Artists 
against  the  A. 
F.  M.  The  suit 
was  started  sev- eral months  ago 

to  restrain  en- forcement of  an 
order  by  James  C.  Petrillo,  A.F.M. 
president,  requiring  all  instrumentalist 

James  Petrillo 

members  of  AGMA  to  resign  from 
that  organization  and  join  the  A.F.M. 
Whether  the  AGMA-A.F.M.  fight 

will  spread  to  all  4-A  unions  depends 
largely  on  the  stand  of  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  according  to  informed 
observers.  S.A.G.,  as  well  as  most 
of  the  other  4-A  branches,  voted  to 
support  AGMA  when  Petrillo  issued 
his  original  order.  However,  it  was 
noted  at  the  time  that  the  S.A.G.  was 
lukewarm,  and  did  not  desire  to  en- 

gage in  another  fight  with  a  power- ful A.F.L.  union  similar  to  the  battle 
with  the  I.A.T.S.E.  in  the  summer 
of  1939.  The  latter  fight  cost  the  4-A 
branches  huge  sums  and  depleted  the 
4-A  treasury  entirely. 

Petrillo  ordered  all  union  musi- 
cians to  refuse  to  play  when  AGMA 

members  performed  as  soloists  with 
the  orchestra.  AGMA  has  called  upon 
all  its  sister  unions  in  the  Associated 
Actors  and  Artistes  of  America,  the 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
Next  season,  the  industry  will 

experience  something  new  in  the 
form  of  regional  release  dates.  At 

present  all  com- 
panies set  na- tional release 

dates  on  pic- 
tures upon  their 

completion.  In 

S  e  p  t  e  m  - 
ber,  1941,  how- ever, when  the 
New  York  case 
consent  decree 

goes  into  effect, 
this  practice  of 
national  release 
dates    will  be 

abandoned.  Barney  Balaban 
The  a  n  t  i  c  i  - 

pated  change  in  trade  practices  was discussed  on  the  Coast  recently  by 
Paramount's  theatre  associates,  home 
office  executives  and  studio  officials. 
This  was  revealed  by  Barney  Bala- 

ban, president  of  the  company,  yes- 
terday. 

Behind  this  looked  for  change  is 
the  fact  that  under  the  decree  pro- (Continued  on  page  4) 

Broidy  Mono.  Sales 

Head;  Golden  Leaves 
Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — The  resigna- 

tion of  Edward  A.  Golden  as  general 
sales  manager  of  Monogram  was  ac- 

cepted here  today  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, who  announced  that  Samuel 

Broidy,  Boston  franchise  owner, 
would  succeed  him.  Golden  said  he 
would  announce  his  plans  later  this 
week.  He  had  been  a  Monogram  exe- 

cutive since  February,  1937. 
Broidy  has  been  in  charge  of  the 

Boston  branch  since  1937. 

No  Paper  Tomorrow 
Motion  Picture  Daily  will 

not  be  published  tomorrow, 
which  is  Thanksgiving  Day  in 
New  York  State. 

m 
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Dietz  Launches  Big 

'Bitter  Sweet'  Drive 9 
M-G-M,  under  direction  of 

Howard  Dietz,  executive  in 
charge  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  has  instituted  a  na- 

tionwide newspaper  campaign 
for  the  new  film,  "Bitter 
Sweet."  The  campaign  has attracted  the  attention  of  the 
whole  trade,  officials  state, 
with  its  full-page  advertise- 

ments in  daily  newspapers 
and  probably  will  cost  $100,- 
000.  These  big  advertise- 

ments will  be  run  in  about 
40  cities. 

"Bitter  Sweet,"  which  stars 
Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nel- 

son Eddy,  follows  "Escape" into  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  here  tomorrow. 

Casey  Asks  IATSE 
Locals  for  Demands 

Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — Pat  Casey, 
producers'  labor  representative,  today 
replied  to  a  letter  from  I.A.T.S.E. 
locals  asking  for  reopening  of  nego- 

tiations on  conditions  which  have  been 
held  in  abeyance  since  the  withdrawal 
of  William  Bioff  as  I.A.T.S.E.  rep- 

resentative. Casey  asked  the  locals  to 
put  their  demands  on  record,  after 
which  he  would  arrange  a  date  for 
a  conference. 

Ten  studio  locals  are  included  in  the 
request,  each  asking  for  reopening  of 
negotiations. 

Personal  Mention 

p  HARLES  E.  MCCARTHY,  di- vj  rector  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity for  20th  Century-Fox,  returned 

to  .  the  home  office  yesterday  after  a 
visit  at  the  studio. 

-  • 

Robert  Weitman,  Russell  Hol- 
man  and  Paul  Raibourn  of  Para- 

mount will  arrive  Friday  from  the 
company's  recent  Coast  business  con- ferences. 

• 

Edgar  Hatrick,  head  of  Hearst  film 
interests,  and  Mrs.  Hatrick  visited 
Sheriff  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Hat- 

rick at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  this  week. 
• 

Loyd  Hause,  manager  of  the 
Strand,  Sunbury,  Pa.,  and  his  wife 
have  returned  from  Hollywood,  the 
trip  having  been  a  Comerford  The- atres contest  award. 

• 

Joseph  Heitt,  exhibitor  in  Robin- 
son, 111.,  is  convalescing  after  a  long illness. 

• 
Andre  R.  Heymann,  president  of 

French  Films  Import,  leaves  today  via 
United  Air  Lines  for  Hollywood. 

• 
Pete  Mayer  has  returned  from  the 

Coast,  where  he  served  as  production 
assistant  to  Sam  Katzman  at  Mono- 

gram. 
• 

W.  H.  Stein  of  Music  Corp.  of 
America  is  recovering  at  the  Fifth 
Ave.  Hospital  after  a  leg  amputation. 

FRANCIS  L.  HARLEY,  20th  Cen- tury-Fox managing  director  in 
England,  is  expected  here  for  the 
Christmas  holidays. 

• 
Hank  Linet  of  Universal  will 

leave  today  for  Chicago. 
• 

Martin  Quigley,  J.  Robert  Rubin, 
Stanton  Griffs,  Barney  Balaban, 
Guy  Bolton,  Lee  Shubert,  Sam 
Shain,  Max  Gordon,  Al  Richard, 
Tom  Connors,  I.  E.  Lopert,  Joseph 
Moskowitz  and  Morris  Gest  having 
lunch  at  Sardi's  yesterday. • 

Monroe  Greenthal,  Al  Margo- 
lies,  Arche  Mayer  and  Irving  Sha- 

piro having  lunch  yesterday  at  Lin- 
dv's  (next  to  the  Rivoli). • 

William  A.  Scully,  Harry  Ar- 
thur, Neil  Agnew,  Charles  M. 

Reagan,  Maurice  Bergman,  Paul 
Lazarus,  L.  J.  Schlaifer,  Arthur 
Kelly,  J.  J.  Milstein,  Fred  McCon- nell  and  Benn  Jacobson  lunching 
yesterday  at  the  Tavern. • 
Howard  Dietz,  Ralph  Austrian, 

George  Skouras,  Charles  Skouras, 
Edmund  C.  Grainger,  J.  J.  Unger, 
Milton  Kussel,  Oscar  A.  Doob, 
Max  A.  Cohen  and  Louis  Nizer  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 

Charles  Stern,  Harry  Brandt, 
Hal  Horne  and  Arthur  Silver- 
stone  lunching  yesterday  at  Lindy's 
(51st  St.). 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 
~k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious  The  Sun  Coontry  Specia,  6:45  am 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For         p|ajnsman  _   <   _  4:iOpm 
reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent  The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 
or HAvemeyer6-5000.Ticket  Offices:  4:45  &  5=10  pm 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.;  The  Southerner  .    .    .10:35  pm 

Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave.  "s  .f 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  ^. 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

Jacob  Flax  to  Retain 

Republic  Franchise 
Washington,  Nov.  19. — The  Re- 

public franchise  here  is  expected  to 
continue  under  the  present  operating 
setup,  following  the  death  on  Sunday 
of  Samuel  Flax,  who,  with  a  brother, 
Jacob  E.  Flax,  operated  the  branch. 
It  is  anticipated  that  Jacob  Flax  will 
continue  in  charge,  assisted  by  two 
sisters,  who  have  assisted  in  the  op- eration for  some  time. 

Kinsler  Leaves  Warner 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  19.  —  Ralph 

Kinsler,  manager  of  the  local  Warner 
exchange,  has  resigned  to  take  over 
operation  of  two  suburban  houses,  the 
Monta  Vista  and  Emery,  in  which  he 
has  purchased  an  interest.  The  houses 
are  part  of  the  estate  of  Elmer  Shard, 
who  died  a  few  weeks  ago.  Kinsler's successor  has  not  yet  been  selected. 

Set  Comerford  Drive 
Scranton,  Pa.,  Nov.  19. — The 

fourth  annual  Comerford  Theatres 
Managers  Drive,  to  be  held  in  con- 

junction with  the  Barney  Balaban 
fifth  anniversary,  will  get  under  way 
Thursday  and  will  continue  to  Dec. 
28  with  winners  of  the  circuit's  four 
divisions  getting  free  trips  to  the 
Balaban  dinner  in  Chicago. 

Refugees  as  Guests 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  19. — Herman 

Comer,  manager  of  the  Capitol,  for 

the  opening  of  "Night  Train"  tomor- row night,  has  arranged  to  have  as 
guests  of  the  theatre  all  British 
refugee  children  in  this  vicinity. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

HT  HE  Sino- Japanese  war  is  again  a -*-  newsreel  subject  as  the  bombing 
of  the  controversial  Burma  Road  is 
shown  in  the  new  issues.  The  first 
draftee  called  in  Boston  and  football 
highlights  are  among  the  assorted  clips 
included.   The  contents: 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,   No.   21'— HollandJ House  bombed  in  London;  planes  and  ships  ̂  
rushed  for  defense.  Queens  tunnel  opens. 
First  draftee  in  Boston.  Old  buggies  used 
in  oil  drilling.  Will  Rogers  memorial  in 
Fort  Worth  unveiled.  Burma  Road 
bombed.  Anti-French  demonstrations  in 
Siam.  Defense  planes  delivered  here.  Foot- 

ball. NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  219— Storms in  Michigan  and  Oregon.  Japs  bomb 
Burma  Road.  First  draftee  in  Boston. 
Cargo  ship  launched  in  California.  New 
army  planes  in  California.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  24— Christ- 

mas parade  in  Toronto.  Henry  Ford  hon- 
ored by  the  Holland  Society.  Vacationists 

in  Florida.  Lewis  bids  C.  I.  O.  good-bye. First  draftee  in  Boston.  Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  24— Japs  bomb 

Burma  Road.  _  Americans  evacuate  China. Plane  crash  in  Brazil.  Family  day  at 
Camp  Dix.  New  NBC  studio  started  in 
San  Francisco.  Quintuplets  with  Christ- 

mas presents.  Football. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  929— 

First  draftee  in  Boston.  Strike  at  Cali- 
fornia plane  factory.  Storm  in  Michigan. 

Buffalo  men  learn  to  play  Santa  Claus. 
New  tunnel  opens  in  New  York.  Cargo 
ship  launched  in  California.  Fashions. 
Football. 

It's  Beefsteak  for 

Loew  Men  Tonight 
The  second  annual  Thanksgiving 

beefsteak  dinner  of  Loew's  New  York 
managers  and  assistant  managers  and 
their  wives  will  be  held  tonight  at  the 
Starlight  Roof  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel.  About  350  persons  will  attend. 
The  floor  show  will  be  provided  en- 

tirely by  the  managers,  and  has  been 
dubbed  "Loew's-apoppin'."  Oscar  A. 
Doob,  Loew's  advertising  and  pub- 

licity director,  is  chairman  of  the  en- tertainment committee. 

Marks  Rites  Today 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  19. — Funeral 

services  will  be  held  here  tomorrow 
for  J.  D.  Marks,  61,  vice-president  of 
the  Olson  Circuit,  who  died  yes- 

terday after  a  long  illness.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Bessie  L. 

Marks,  and  a  niece,  Mrs.  Pauline 
Miller,  White  Plains,  N.  Y.. 
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Decree  Will 

Bring  Regional 

Release  System 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
visions  trade  showings  must  be  held. 
Each  exchange  center  sets  its  own 
trade  showings,  and  these  trade  show- 

ing dates  need  not  conform  with  any 
national  schedule  or  even  any  neigh- 

boring regional  schedule.  Since  no 
product  can  be  offered  for  sale,  under 
the  terms  of  the  decree,  until  after 
the  films  have  been  trade  shown,  re- 

lease dates  cannot  be  fixed  in  ad- 
vance, as  at  present. 
Discussed  Production 

The  Paramount  officials   also  dis- 
cussed production  problems,  whether 

to  increase  or  cut  down  production 
schedules,  and  while  no  definitive  plan 
is  stated  to  have  been  decided  upon, 
the  executives  talked  about  the  ad- 

visability of  producing  a  minimum  of 
48  features  for  1940-41.     The  pur- 

pose in  setting  such  a  high  minimum, 
it  is  said,  is  for  the  continued  main- 

tenance of  Paramount's  high  quality standard  at  all  costs.     No  letup  in 
production   is   being  considered  and 
there  will  be  no  stinting  of  costs. 

In  fact,  the  1941-42  production 
program  at  Paramount,  which 
is  already  under  way,  will  in 
all   probability   cost   at  least 
$2,000,000  more  than  that  which 
was    spent    on    the  1940-41 
schedule. 
The  discussions  on  the  Coast  were 

aimed  at  understanding  one  anoth- 
er's problems  and  to  achieve  greater 

cooperation  between  the  makers  of  the 
films  and  those  who  sell  and  exhibit 
them.  This  purpose,  Balaban  stated, 
was  fully  realized  as  a  result  of  the 
discussions. 
Paramount's  production  schedule 

will  be  so  geared  under  the  direction 
of  Y.  Frank  Freeman  as  not  to  per- 

mit any  market  holes,  or  so-called 
"air  pockets,"  with  Paramount  being 
determined  to  meet  all  the  exhibitors' 
needs,  anywhere. 

Equity  Council  Acts 

To  Bar  Press  'Leaks' 
Faced  with  constant  news  "leaks" 

from  council  members,  the  Actors 
Equity  council  voted  unanimously  yes- 

terday that  any  council  member  giv- 
ing unauthorized  news  to  the  press 

would  be  subject  to  charges.  The 
council  refused  to  reconsider  charges 
against  Maida  Reade,  who  had  pre- 

viously been  reprimanded  for  using  the 
union's  files  to  send  out  political  litera- ture. 

In  the  future,  all  legitimate  stage 
producers  must  cover  performers  for 
Federal  social  security  and  New  York 
State  unemployment  taxes,  the  coun- 

cil ruled.  Because  of  some  confusion 
in  the  legal  interpretation  of  the  law, 
the  requirement  will  be  inserted  in  all 
contracts. 

Ask  Short  Be  Halted 
Chicago,  Nov.  19. — Columbia  Pic- 

tures was  advised  today  by  local  at- 
torneys to  cease  showing  "Screen 

Snapshots  No.  2,"  short  subject  fea- 
turing Parkyarkarkas,  claiming  the 

material  used  by  him  was  lifted  from 
original  dialogue  by  Joe  E.  Lewis. 

Advertising  Chance 

Games  as  'Parties' Willkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Nov.  19. 
— At  least  38  of  the  50  chance 
games  reported  operating 
weekly  in  the  local  area  ad- 

vertise their  attractions  in 
the  local  newspapers  under 
the  guise  of  parties,  since  bin- 

go advertising  is  forbidden  by 
postal  regulations.  Practically 
all  of  the  games  give  out 
money  prizes  exclusively. 
An  increase  of  games  has 

been  reported  over  last  year. 

RKO  Weighs  Buy  of 

KAO-Meehan  Stock 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ler  interests,  variously,  for  the  past 
six  years.  The  purchase  price  has 
been  mentioned  at  between  $4,000,000 
and  $5,000,000,  representing  a  market 
price  of  about  $110  per  share  and  back 
dividends  of  $20  per  share. 

Purchase  of  the  stock  is  especially 

desired  by  RKO  in  order  to  fully  con- 
solidate the  company,  thereby  elimi- 

nating the  necessity  of  paying  approxi- 
mately $300,000  annually  in  dividends 

on  the  K-A-0  preferred  in  the  hands 
of  the  public  and  also  permitting  con- 

solidation of  K-A-O's  large  cash  re- 
serve. K-A-O's  average  earnings  in 

recent  years  have  been  approximately 
$1,000,000  annually. 

Schaefer's  statement  yesterday  is  in- 
terpreted in  the  trade  as  meaning  that 

a  purchase  of  the  Meehan  shares  is 
not  likely  now  until  world  market 
conditions  have  become  normal  or 
largely  stabilized. 

Show  Campaign  Short 

"A  First  Line  of  Defense"  a  short 
on  the  work  of  New  York's  voluntary 
hospitals,  will  be  shown  at  the  Rocke- 

feller Center  and  72nd  Street  news- 
reel  theatres  beginning  tomorrow,  and 
is  scheduled  for  other  theatres.  It  was 
produced  by  March  of  Time  for  the 
United  Hospital  Campaign. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

parent  body,  to  refuse  to  perform  with 
the  musicians.  While  denying  the  mo- 

tion for  a  temporary  motion,  Justice 
Steuer  refused  the  cross  motion  to 
dismiss  the  complaint  and  the  AGMA 
attorneys  stated  that  they  would  seek 
an  early  trial. 

Justice  Steuer  pointed  out  that  the 
A.F.M.  had  originally  refused  to  ac- 

cept instrumentalists  but  when  the  lat- 
ter joined  another  labor  union,  they 

became  unionists  and  subject  to  all 
union  rules.  Since  the  A.F.L.  has 
ruled  that  the  A.F.M.  has  jurisdiction, 
the  court  said,  the  instrumentalists 
could  not  complain: 

Concerning  Petrillo's  control 
over  the  A.F.M.  the  court  de- 

clared: "Much  has  been  said 
about  the  arbitrary  character  of 
control   given   by  the  AF.M. 

Pact  Lawyers  Meet 

With  Judge  Goddard 

(Continued  from  page  1)  . 

dard  may  await  Sher's  return  from Washington,  although  the  nature  of 
Sher's  mission  was  not  revealed.  From 
among  those  who  are  close  to  the 
situation,  the  hope  was  expressed  that 
the  decree  might  be  approved  by  the 
court  this  week. 
At  the  same  time,  spokesmen  said 

that  Judge  Goddard,  who  has  the  de- 
cree before  him  for  approval,  sug- 

gested minor  changes  in  the  rules  of 
arbitration  at  the  conference,  which 
lasted  more  than  three  hours. 
The  suggested  revisions  were  for 

purposes  of  clarification  only,  it  was 
stated,  and  are  designated  to  eliminate 
possible  confusion  and  ambiguity.  No 
opposition  to  the  changes  is  expected 
and  they  are  not  regarded  by  the  con- 

ferees as  of  sufficient  moment  to  re- 
quire resubmission  of  the  rules  to  a 

joint  meeting  of  the  negotiating  com- mittees. 
There  was  no  suggestion  following 

the  meeting  that  the  court  would  ap- 
prove the  decree  with  the  suggested 

changes.  Presumably,  Judge  Goddard 
will  give  further  study  to  the  whole 
document,  the  exhibitors'  opposition  to the  decree  and  their  opposing  briefs. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  assistant  U.  S. 
Attorney  General,  is  being  considered 
to  head  the  Government's  supervisory 
bureau  which  will  be  set  up  to  enforce 
the  consent  decree,  Government  sourc- 

es said  yesterday.  Wright  has  been 
active  in  the  Government  suit  since 
it  was  filed  in  June,  1938. 

Meanwhile,  Braden  has  postponed 
his  departure  to  Saturday  on  a  coun- 

try-wide trip  to  establish  arbitration 
boards  and  offices  in  the  31  exchange 
cities,  which  are  scheduled  to  start 
functioning  Feb.  1. 

Ampa  to  Act  Dec.  19 
On  Its  Amendments 

Final  action  on  amendments  to  the 
Ampa  constitution  will  be  taken  at  a 
business  meeting  Dec.  19,  according  to 
an  announcement  yesterday.  Ballots 
on  the  revisions,  which  have  been  ap- 

proved by  a  majority  of  the  board  of 
directors,  have  gone  out  to  the  mem- bers. 

constitution  to  its  president. 
All  this  is  true.  It  is  claimed 
that  this  control  exposes  AGMA 
members  who  might  join  the 
defendant  to  great  danger  from 
extortion.  This  danger  may 
exist.  But  the  courts  do  not 
draw  constitutions  and  do  not 
select  the  union  to  be  joined. 
These  are  economic  problems 
outside  the  scope  of  judicial 
activity.  Relief  in  such  situa- tions must  be  had  from  other 

sources." 
Petrillo's  drive  is  generally  believed 

to  be  directed  principally  against  the 
Boston  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  only 
major  orchestra  in  the  country  which 
is  non-union.  AGMA  members  fre- 

quently perform  with  this  orchestra 
and  the  A.F.M.  could  stop  this  prac- 

tice if  all  instrumentalists  were  re- 

quired to  join  the  musicians'  union. 

Offer  to  Buy 

Stock  of  Two 

U.  A.  Owners 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

only  stockholder  present,  the  others 
being  represented  by  their  attorneys. 

That  United  Artists,  itself,  first  wiljj 
attempt  to  conclude  negotiations  foB 

the  purchase  of  Goldwyn's  stock  as^ part  of  a  settlement  of  his  litigation 
against  the  company  and  will  release 
Goldwyn  from  his  distribution  contract 
with  United  Artists,  was  also  indi- 
cated. 

Would  Be  Guide  on  Resale 
If  this  settlement  is  agreed  upon, 

the  purchase  price  established  for  the 
Goldwyn  stock  in  that  deal  would  be 
a  guide  to  the  sales  price  on  resale  of 
the  stock  to  Wanger  and,  also,  prob- 

ably would  help  to  determine  the  price 
of  the  Fairbanks'  estate  stock  which 
would  be  acquired  by  Silverstone. 

The  Fairbanks'  stock  was  appraised 
recently  at  $500,000  by  the  California 
estate  appraisal  department,  but  the 
company  protested  that  amount  as  be- 

ing too  high  and  not  fairly  representa- 
tive of  its  realization  value.  It  is  re- 

ported that  the  company  has  offered 
approximately  half  that  amount  to 
Goldwyn  for  the  same  number  of 
shares  and  that  Goldwyn  has  set  a 

price  of  $350,000  on  his  one-fifth  in- 
terest. The  company's  offer  for  the Goldwyn  stock,  however,  is  purposely 

lower  than  the  probable  market  value 
of  the  stock  due  to  the  fact  that  con- 

sideration for  the  release  of  Goldwyn 
from  his  contract  with  the  company  is 
involved. 

Wanger  Seeks  Korda  Terms 
Wanger  is  reportedly  interested  in 

acquiring  the  Goldwyn  interest  from 
the  company  on  the  same  basis  on 
which  a  one-fifth  interest  was  sold  to 
Alexander  Korda  a  number  of  years 
ago;  that  is,  the  purchase  price  being 
payable  out  of  dividends  from  the 
stock. 

Subsequently,  if  an  agreement  on 
price  is  reached  in  the  Goldwyn  nego- 

tiations, it  is  expected  to  go  a  long 
way  toward  establishing  the  selling 
price  for  the  Fairbanks'  shares  and 
aiding  in  a  final  agreement  on  their 
purchase  by  Silverstone. 

Coast  Staffs  at  Col. 

Frisco  Sales  Meet 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  19. — In  addi- 
tion to  Abe  Montague,  general  sales 

manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  assistant, 
attending  the  Columbia  regional  sales 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  St.  Francis  here 
Saturday  and  Sunday  will  be  Jerome 
Safron,  West  Coast  division  manager, 
and  the  following  branch  managers 
and  their  staffs :  R.  C.  Hill,  Denver ; 
J.  R.  Beale,  Portland;  L.  E.  Tillman, 
San  Francisco ;  Wayne  Ball,  Los  An- 

geles; Neal  Walton,  Seattle;  W.  G. 
Seib,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Change  'Flotsam'  Title 
Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — "So  Ends 

Our  Night"  has  been  selected  as  the final  title  for  the  screen  version  of 

Erich  Maria  Remarque's  "Flotsam," it  was  announced  by  David  L.  Loew 
and  Albert  Lewin,  producers  of  the 
film  for  United  Artists  release. 

Break  Between  Actors  and 

Musicians  Seen  Imminent 
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S.A.G.,  Producers 

Discuss  Conditions 

Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — The  Screen 
Actors  Guild  has  started  negotiations 

'  with  producers  for  improved  condi- tions for  actors  and  discussions  of 

problems  "raised  by  the  shrinkage  of extra  work  and  the  changed  conditions 
in  the  industry  resulting  from  war 
economies,"  the  Guild  announced  last 
night. 

The  producers  have  named  a  com- 
'rnittee  including  E.  J.  Mannix,  Herb- 

ert Preston,  Mendel  Silberberg  and  Y. 
Frank  Freemen  to  meet  with  an  actor 
group  to  be  named  at  a  board  of  di- 

rectors meeting  on  Nov.  25.  The 
Guild  announcement  stated,  "There also  are  other  matters  pertaining  to 
working  conditions  of  the  actors  which 
the  Guild  wishes  to  take  up  in  nego- 

tiations with  the  producers." 
A  Central  Casting  Bureau  report 

issued  recently  showed  a  shrinkage  of 
63,727  in  the  total  of  days  work  for 
extras  during  the  first  10  months  of 
1940  as  compared  with  the  same  pe- 

riod in  1939. 

Employers*  Bonus  to 
Draftees  Tax  Exempt 

Washington,  Nov.  19. — Full  or  part 
salaries  which  may  be  paid  by  em- 

ployers in  the  motion  picture  and 
other  industries  to  employes  serving 
with  the  Army  or  Navy,  to  supplement 
the  wages  paid  by  the  Government, 
were  held  today  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  to  be  exempt 
from  social  security  taxes  and  de- 

ductible from  the  employer's  gross  in- come. 
In  a  ruling  designed  to  reassure 

employers  as  to  their  tax  liabilities, 
the  Commissioner  held  that  such  pay- 

ments do  not  constitute  wages  for 
Federal  employment  tax  purposes, 
but  are  an  allowable  deduction  for 
income  tax  purposes.  However,  it 
was  warned,  employes  receiving  such 
contributions  must  report  them  as  in- 

come if  they  are  subject  to  the  income 
tax  laws. 

Associates'  Program 
Is  Set  for  Tonight 

Jack  Ellis,  president  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Associates,  yesterday  an- 

nounced the  entertainment  program 
for  the  organization's  annual  Thanks- 

giving dinner  and  dance  tonight  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Among  those  expected 
to  appear  are  Glenda  Farrell,  Mary 
Brian,  Alan  Dinehart,  Lyle  Talbot, 
James  Dunn,  Simon  Simone,  Marian 
Marsh,  Ernest  Truex,  Edmund  Lowe, 
Victor  Moore  and  Claire  Trevoi. 
Henny  Youngman  will  be  master  of 
ceremonies. 

Reelect  Jenkins  to 

Head  Atlanta  Club 

Atlanta,  Nov.  19. — William  K. 
Jenkins,  vice-president  and  secretary 
of  the  Lucas  &  Jenkins  circuit  has 
been  reelected  president  of  the  Atlanta 
Variety  Club. 

Other  Officers  are :  Harry  G.  Bal- 
lance,  first  assistant ;  C.  E.  Kessnich, 
second  assistant ;  R.  B.  Wilby,  treas- 

urer ;  E.  E.  Whitaker,  property  man. 
Directors  are  Willis  J.  Davis,  John 
T.  Ezell,  J.  F.  Kirby,  R.  L.  McCoy, 
David  Prince  and  Paul  S.  Wilson. 

Balaban  Considering  *Star'  Rating 
Agreement  After  Talk  with  Dietz 

Reestablishment  of  the  "gentlemen's  agreement"  prohibiting  the 
advertising  use  of  film  critics'  "star"  ratings  was  discussed  by 
Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  advertising  and  publicity  director,  with 
Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  president,  following  Balaban's  return from  the  Coast  early  this  week.  Balaban  now  has  the  matter  under 
consideration. 

Dietz  is  one  of  the  most  vigorous  champions  of  the  agreement, 
which  was  virtually  discarded  when  the  Paramount  Theatre  re- 

sumed "star"  rating  advertising  recently  in  protest  against  its 
use  by  the  Rivoli,  Globe  and  other  Broadway  theatres.  The  mat- 

ter also  became  a  subject  for  the  attention  of  the  M.P.P.D.A.  direc- 
tors recently  but  no  action  was  taken  due  to  Balaban's  absence. The  agreement  has  since  been  reaffirmed  by  the  major  company 

advertising  and  publicity  directors  but  Robert  M.  Gillham,  Para- 
mount advertising  and  publicity  director,  regards  it  as  meaning- 

less so  long  as  it  fails  to  include  all  Broadway  houses. 
Four-star  advertising  has  been  a  feature  of  the  campaign  on 

"Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway  Theatre  since  its  opening. 

Marx  Brothers9  3  Paths 

Divide  for  Present  Time 

Hollywood,  Nov.  19 

WITH  the  completion  of  "Go West"  for  M-G-M,  the  Marx 
Brothers  will  go  their  several  ways 
for  the  time  being.  Groucho  is  plan- 

ning a  trip  East  by  auto,  with  radio 
work  in  the  offing,  Harpo  intends  a 
concert  tour  with  Oscar  Levant,  and 
Chico  expects  to  organize  a  band  to 
tour  theatres  and  dance  halls. 

•  • 
Derwin  Abrahams,  assistant 

director  on  Harry  Sherman's 
"Hopalong  Cassidy"  series,  has 
been  promoted  to  director  and 
will  guide  Sherman's  next, 
"Border  Vigilantes,"  which  will 
star  William  Boyd  . . .  "Here  We 
Go  Again"  has  been  set  as  the 
final  title  for  Monogram's  "East 
Side  Kids"  story,  formerly 
called  "C.  C.  C.  Camp"  .  .  . 
RKO  is  extending  the  contract 
of  young  Tim  Holt  to  the  1941- 
'42  season  in  which  he  will  con- 

tinue to  star  in  a  series  of  west- 

Jed  Buell's  "Misbehaving  Hus- 
bands" has  started,  with  Ralph  Byrd, Harry  Langdon  and  Betty  Blythe 

in  principal  roles.  William  Beau- 
dine  is  directing  the  film,  which  will 
be  distributed  by  Producers  Releasing 
Corp.  .  .  .  Angna  Enters,  dance  pan- 

tomime star,  may  be  starred  by  Sol 
Lesser  in  her  own  original  story  "The 
Green  Hour".  .  .  .  B.  P.  Schulberg 
will  produce  "Angel  Cake,"  story  by Jay  Dratler  and  A.  Dorian  Otvos, 
for  Columbia.  .  .  .  Gene  Tierney  gets 
the  role  of  "Ellie  May"  and  Marjorie 
Rambeau  that  of  "Sister  Bessie"  in 
20th  Century-Fox's  "Tobacco  Road." 

•  • 
Bill  Watters,  former  New 

York  publicist,  has  sold  to 
George  Weeks  his  original 
story,  "Tumbledown  Ranch  in 
Arizona,"  for  a  Monogram  pro- duction starring  John  King,  Ray 
Corrigan  and  Max  Terhune. 
The  picture  is  based  on  the  song 
of  the  same  title  written  by 
Watters,  and  adopted  by  the 
University  of  Arizona  as  its  of- 

ficial song. •  • 

Olivia  de  Havilland  and  George 
Brent  will  be  starred  in  Warners' 
"Miss  Wheelwright  Discovers  Amer- 

ica," in  which  Jeffrey  Lynn  will  be featured.  .  .  .  Charles  Winninger 
has  been  given  a  term  contract  by 
M-G-M.  .  .  .  Warners  has  extended 
the  contract  of  Harlan  Thompson, 
associate  producer.  .  .  .  RKO  has  ex- 

tended the  contracts  of  Wendy  Barrie 
and  Ruth  Warrick.  .  .  .Suzanne 
Kaaren  gets  the  lead  opposite  Bela 
Lugosi  in  the  Producers'  Releasing 
Corp.  film,  "The  Devil  Bat." 

•  • Howard  Hughes  has  leased  space 
at  the  Samuel  Goldwyn  studio  for 
production  of  an  untitled  picture 
based  on  the  life  of  Billy  the  Kid 
which  Howard  Hawks  will  direct, 
Gregg  Toland  has  been  borrowed 
from  Goldwyn  as  cinematographer. 
.  .  .  Olympe  Bradna,  formerly  at 
Paramount,  has  been  given  a  term 
contract  by  Warners  and  next  goes 
goes  into  "Knockout,"  which  will  star Wayne  Morris. 

Dietz  Idea  May  Be 
M-G-M  Musical  Film 
Since  like  other  Loew  executives, 

he  also  contributes  production  ideas 
and  suggestions  to  the  M-G-M  stu- 

dio, many  of  which  are  adopted,  How- 
ard Dietz,  director  of  advertising  and 

publicity  for  Loew's,  does  not  con- 
sider it  momentous  that  his  company's 

studio  may  make  a  musical  from  an 
idea  which  he  has  submitted. 
As  executive  in  charge  of  advertis- 

ing and  publicity,  Dietz  spends  con- 
siderable time  in  California,  having 

offices  there  as  well  as  in  New  York, 
so  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  his 
having  to  dwell  on  the  Coast  nor  does 
that  fact  mean  that  he  has  a  desire 
to  go  into  film  production,  he  stated 
yesterday. 

'Rockne'  Campaign 

Wins  Ad  Club  Honor 
Warners'  campaign  on  "Knute 

Rockne — All  American"  has  been 
selected  by  the  Advertising  Club  of 
New  York  for  exhibition  as  an  ex- 

ample of  the  "best  presentation  of  sub- 
ject matter  for  purposes  which  the 

contents  are  intended  and  for  good 
printing."  The  press  book  has  been 
selected  by  the  American  Institute  of 
Graphic  Arts  for  exhibition  beginning Nov.  25. 

35  New  Films 

Now  Shooting 

In  Hollywood 

Hollywood,  Nov.  19. — Thirty-five 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week  as  10  started  and  12  finished. 
Twelve  are  being  prepared,  and  73  are 
being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studios : 

Jed  Buell  Productions 

Started :  "Misbehaving  Husbands." 
Columbia 

Finished :  "Legacy." 
In  Work :  "Penny  Serenade,"  "The 

Face  Behind  the  Mask,"  "Blondie 

Goes  Latin." 
Lesser-Lubitsch 

In  Work  :  "That  Uncertain  Feeling." 
M-G-M 

Finished :  "Keeping  Company," 
"Maisie  Was  a  Lady." 

In  Work :  "Come  Live  With  Me," 
"Wild  Man  of  Borneo,"  "Ziegfeld 
Girl,"  "Men  of  Boystown." 

Started:  "Bad  Man." Monogram 

Finished:  "Under  Texas  Stars." 
Started :  "Trail  of  the  Silver  Spurs." 

Producers  Releasing 

Started:  "Billy  the  Kid's  Gun  Jus- 

tice." 

Paramount 

Finished:  "Reaching  for  the  Sun." 
In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings," 

"Lady  Eve,"  "Shepherd  of  the  Hills," 
"The  Road  to  Zanzibar,"  "New  York 

Town." 

RKO 

Finished:  "The  Saint  in  Palm 

Springs." 

In  Work :  "A  Guy,  a  Girl  and  a 
Gob,"  "Along  the  Rio  Grande." 

Republic 
Finished :  "Behind  the  News," 

"Bowery,"  "Lone  Star  Raiders." 
Started:  "Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos," 

"Wyoming  Wildcat." 
Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." Rowland 

Finished:  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop." 
20th  Century-Fox 

In  Work :  "Western  Union." 
Started:  "Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 

some," "Murder  Among  Friends," 
"The  Road  to  Rio." 

Universal 

Finished:  "Where  Did  You  Get 

That  Girl?" 
In  Work :  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes," 

"Back  Street,"  "Who's  Crazy  Now?" 
Started:  "Nice  Girl." Warners 

Finished :  "Father  and  Son." 
In  Work :  "The  Wagons  Roll  at 

Night,"  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark," 
"Strawberry  Blonde,"  "Far  Horizon," 
"The  Sea  Wolf." 

"Sarajevo'  at  Belmont 
"Sarajevo,"  French  film  distributed 

here  by  Leo  Films,  will  start  an  in- definite run  at  the  Belmont  today.  The 

title  has  been  shortened  from  "Mayer- 

ling  to  Sarajevo." 
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Feature  Review 

"The  Great  Plane  Robbery" 
(Columbia) 

Harold  Greene's  story  of  the  abduction  by  underworld  characters  of 
several  passengers  on  an  airliner  en  route  to  California  from  New  York 
has  been  transformed  into  an  exciting  film  which  moves  at  a  fast  pace. 

Jack  Holt,  Stanley  Fields,  Vicki  Lester,  Noel  Madison,  Granville 
Owen,  Theodore  Von  Eltz,  Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Milburn  Stone  and  Paul 
Fix  are  the  chief  players.  Holt  is  employed  by  an  insurance  company 
to  guard  an  ex-convict,  Madison,  who  is  insured  for  a  large  amount. 
Both  are  kidnaped  by  racketeers,  led  by  Fields,  who  overtake  an  airplane 
on  which  they  are  traveling.  The  outlaws,  also  holding  the  other  pas- 

sengers, seek  to  obtain  ransom  from  the  insurance  company  for  Madison 
but  their  plans  are  thwarted  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  police. 

Lewis  D.  Collins  directed  Albert  DeMond's  adaptation  with  emphasis 
on  the  melodramatic.    Larry  Darmour  produced. 

Running  time,  53  minutes.  "G."* 
*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'  Westerner' 

With  $6,400 

Tops  Seattle 

Seattle,  Nov.  19. — "The  Westerner" in  its  second  week  at  the  Liberty  took 
$6,400.  "The  Great  Dictator"  in  its second  week  at  the  Fifth  Avenue 
ended  its  run  with  $6,000  for  the  week 
at  advanced  prices.  "Mark  of  Zorro" was  good  for  $6,500  at  the  Paramount. 
The  weather  was  cooler  and  rainy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  IS  : 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
FIFTH  AVENUE— (2,500)  (75c-$U5)  'i days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average, 

$7,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
LIBERTY  —  (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-6Sc)  7 

days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,400.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days.  3rd  week.  Gross:  $3,200.  (Average, 
$4,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,400.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"A  Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.  B.) PALOMAR—  (1,500)     (20c-30c-40c-50c)  7 
days.  Vaudeville  headed  by  Six  Cressonians. 
Gross:  $4,500.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Young  People"  (20th-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

'Sinners,'  Scores 

$6,000  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Nov.  19.— "The  Mark 
of  Zorro"  and  "Too  Many  Girls" 
scored  a  strong  $14,000  at  the  Am- 

bassador. "Seven  Sinners"  and  "Hit 
Parade  of  1941"  tallied  $6,000  at  the Missouri. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  14: 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S    STATE— (3,162)    (7Sc-$1.10)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,600.  (Average, 

28c-39c-44c-56c  scale,  $13,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
AMBASSADOR— (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $11,500) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
"Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.  B.) 
FOX— (5,038)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)     7  days. Donald  Novis  and  revue  on  stage.  Gross: 

$9,500.  (Average,  $11,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Para.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
MISSOURI— (3,514)     (28c-39c-44c-S6c)  7 days.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Youth  Will  Be  Served"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Devil's  Pipeline"  (Univ.) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,300.  (Average,  $2,600) 

Organize  Ontario 

Film  Buying  Pool 
Toronto,  Nov.  19.  —  Consolidated 

Theatres  Association  has  been  organ- 
ized bv  a  group  of  Toronto  neigh- 

borhood theatre  owners  as  the  third 
film  buying  pool  in  Ontario,  one  of 
the  prime  movers  being  Harold  Kay, 
manager  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  who  was 
a  director  of  the  Independent  Thea- 

tres Association  of  Ontario  until  a 
few  weeks  ago. 

Harry  S.  Dahn,  former  circuit  su- 
pervisor, will  be  the  manager  of  the 

Consolidated  group.  An  office  is  be- 
ing opened  in  the  Film  Exchange 

Building. 

Warner  Party  Friday 
Warner  will  be  hosts  at  a  cocktail 

party  Friday  afternon  at  the  Hotel 
Gotham  for  Priscilla  Lane. 

'Arise'  Gets  Good 

$12,500,  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  19.— "Arise  My 
Love"  had  a  big  $12,500  week  at  the 
RKO  Palace.  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home"  took  $7,500  at  the  RKO  Grand, 
but  other  houses  were  below  average. 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) RKO    ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $9,400.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (2(tth-Fox) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,300.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
RKO   CAPITOL— (2,000)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $5,500) 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
RKO    GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross  $7,500. 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,400.   (Average,  $4,500) 
"Girl  from  Avenue  A"  (20th-Fox) 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,200) 
"Night  Train"  (20th-Fox) 
"Up  in  the  Air"  (Mono.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $700.  (Average,  $800) 

"A  Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S  (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $2,900.  (Average,  $5,000) 

'Wanted'  Scores 

$10,800  in  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Nov.  19. — "They  Knew 

What  They  Wanted"  and  "Mexican 
Spitfire  Out  West"  drew  $10,800  at 
the  Twentieth  Century.  "Escape"  and 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  made  $14,500  at the  Buffalo. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  16: 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)    (35c-40c-60c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $14,500.     (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
GREAT    LAKES— (3,000)     (75c-$1.10)  7 

days,  2nd  week.     Gross:  $8,900.  (Average 
at  35c-55c,  $7,500) 
"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
"The  Outsider"  (All.) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)  (35c-50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,200.    (Average,  $6,800) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

40c)  7  days.  Gross:  $10,800.  (Average, 
$7,500) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,300.      (Average,  $6,300) 

Providence  Gives 

'Pastor'  Big  $8,400 

Providence,  Nov.  19. — "Arise,  My 
Love"  and  "Melody  and  Moonlight," 
paired  at  the  Strand,  were  good  for 

$10,500,  while  the  RKO  Albee's  twin bill — "Pastor  Hall"  and  "Mexican 
Spitfire  Out  West"— drew  $8,400. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13-14: "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 

"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239)      (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.   Gross:   $8,400.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)  (75c -$1.10)  7 days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average, 

$11,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  B.) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)   (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,300.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
STRAND— (2,200)    (28c-39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Up  in  the  Air"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN — (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Gene  Krupa 
and  orchestra,  Andrews  Sisters,  Frankie 
Conville.  Sonnie  Dale  and  Joey  Rardin. 
Gross:  $7,000.  (Average.  $7,000) 
"A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
CARLTON— (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,500.   (Average,  $3,500) 

"Frontier  Vengeance"  (Rep.) "Margie"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S  — (1,800)     (15c-28c-39c)     7  days. Gross:  $2,300.  (Average.  $2,500) 

"Dance,  Girl,  Dance"  (RKO)  (3  days) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"   (ZOth-Fox)    (3  days) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.)  (4  days) 
"Private  Affairs"  (Univ.)   (4  days) 
EMPIRE  —  (2.200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. Gross:  $1,600.  (Average,  $1,700) 

'Dictator*  Garners 

$7,900  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Nov.  19.— "The  Great 

Dictator"  turned  in  a  gross  of  $7,900 
at  advanced  prices  for  its  first  week 
at  the  Orpheum.  Third  week  of 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  at  the 
Loew's  held  up  to  $8,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  15: 

"Moon  Over  Burma''  (Para.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
CAPTTOL— (2.547)      (25c -40c -55c -65c)  7 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S—  (2.800)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days,  3rd week.  Gross:  $8,000.   (Average,  $8,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM— (919)     (75c -$1.10)     7  days. 

Gross:  $7,900.    (Average.  $5,000) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $8,900.  (Average,  $9,000) 

'Mounted'  Is 

Frisco  Smash 

With  $23,000 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  19. — "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  took  $23,000  in 
the  first  week  at  the  Warfield,  as  busi- 

ness generally  improved,  with  favor- 
able weather.  "Mark  of  Zorro",  paired 

with  "Dancing  on  a  Dime,"  drew 
$16,500  at  the  Fox. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  12-15: 

"Laddie"  (RKO) 

GOLDEN   GATE— (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 
days.    Stage:    vaudeville.    Gross:  $14,500. (Average,  $15,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-4Oc-50c)     7  days. Gross:  $16,500.  (Average,  $16,000) 

"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.) "Before  I  Hang"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,440)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $7,800.  (Average,  $8,000) "Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 

PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c) 7  days.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average,  $11,500) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (15c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Aver- 
age, $8,000) 

"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
ST.  FRANCIS  (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.   Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 

$6,000) "Northwest  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 day.  Gross:  $23,000.   (Average,  $12,000) 

"Overture  to  Glory"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: $700.  (Average,  $1,000) 

'Neighbors,'  Show 

$8,500,  Kansas  City 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  19.  —  Cold 

weather  hurt  business  somewhat  the 
last  half  of  the  week.  The  Tower  made 
the  best  comparative  showing  with 
"Friendly  Neighbors"  and  Faith 
Bacon  on  the  stage  at  $8,500.  "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  gave  the  New- 

man $9,000  in  its  third  week.  "The Mark  of.  Zorro"  did  $7,000  at  the 
Esquire  and  Uptown. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week 

ending  Nov.  13-14: 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$3,100.  (Average,  $2,200) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
"Girls  Under  21"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND — (4,000)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $8,100.  (Average,  $9,500) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)    (31c-36c-50c)   7  days, 3rd  week.  Gross:  $9,000.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM— (1,500)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $5,800.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"Friendly  Neighbors"  (Rep.) 
TOWER— (2,200)  (30c)  7  days.  Stage: 

Faith  Bacon,  with  Nelson  &  Evans,  Dave 
Tannen,  and  Hanlon  &  Clark.  Gross:  $8,500. 
(Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
UPTOWN  —  (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $3,000) 

Cor  dell  Wins  Appeal 
The  Appellate  Division  of  the 

New  York  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  in  favor  of  the  Cordell  The- 

atre Corp.,  former  operator  of  the 
Cort,  Brooklyn,  and  defendant  in  a 
suit  of  Avanti  Theatre,  Inc.,  owner  of 
the  theatre,  which  charges  the  de- 

fendant with  breach  of  lease,  involv- 
ing the  removal  of  certain  equip- 

ment. Louis  Nizer  represented  Cor- 

dell. 



THE  WORLDWIDE 

AUTHORITY  ON 

TALENT  VALUES 

A  QUIGLEY  PUBLICATION 

The  seventh  annual  edition  of  FAME  is  now  in 

preparation.  Edited  by  Terry  Ramsaye,  it  will 

be  published  about  January  1st,  1941,  and  will 

analyze  and  summarize  the  year's  outstanding 

talent  successes.  Among  its  features  it  will 

present  the  box  office  champions  of  1940  with 

complete  analysis  and  personnel  credits  .  .  .  the 

money-making  stars  of  the  season,  evaluated  and 

reported  upon  by  the  exhibitor  showmen  of  the 

world  .  .  .  the  radio  champions  of  1940  as  polled 

by  Motion  Picture  Daily  among  the  editors  of  the 

daily  newspapers  of  American  .  .  .  Fame  and 

Radio — an  analysis  of  the  extent  to  which  the 

air  waves  lean  on  Hollywood  for  talent. 

FAME 

The  Audit  of  Personalities 
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Off  the  Antenna 

WMCA  will  go  on  a  24-hour,  seven  days  a  week,  schedule  Sunday,  Dec. 
1.  From  1-7  A.M.  each  night  the  "WMCA  All  Night  Club"  will  be 

aired.  With  the  new  schedule,  WMCA  will  have  neither  sign-on  nor  sign- 
off.  Alan  Courtney,  who  conducted  "Milkman's  Matinee"  over  WNEW on  several  occasions  will  be  master  of  ceremonies. 
Jazz  music  will  be  discontinued  at  2  A.M.  and  the  remainder  of  the  morn- 

ing hours  will  be  devoted  to  soft  music,  waltzes,  poetry  readings,  impromptu 
guest  appearances  and  request  recordings.  Between  6-7  A.M.  there  will  be  a 
"help-wanted"  feature  with  employment  leads  furnished  by  the  New  York 
State  Employment  Service.  At  5  A.M.  there  will  be  non-sectarian  sunrise 
services  with  guest  ministers  furnished  by  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews.  Song  writers  will  compose  music  on  the  air,  and  there 
will  be  weather  forecasts,  temperature  reports  and  news  flashes.  At  the 
beginning,  there  will  be  considerable  experimentation  with  different  types 
of  program  material. 

The  station  has  started  tests  with  its  new  transmitter  and  expects  to  go  on 
the  air  with  it  shortly. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Bill  Kostka,  manager  of  the  NBC  press  department, 
returned  to  his  desk  yesterday  after  a  10-day  illness  with  a  throat  ailment.  .  .  . 
0.  B.  Hanson,  NBC  chief  engineer,  left  for  San  Francisco  yesterday  to 
supervise  building  of  the  new  KGO-KPO  studios  there.  .  .  .  Sammy  Kaye 
will  be  guest  on  Major  Bowes'  "Capitol  Family"  over  CBS  Sunday.  .  .  . 
Elizabeth  Bergner  will  be  heard  on  Arch  Oboler's  "Everyman's  Theatre" 
over  NBC-Red  Friday,  Nov.  29  at  9:30  P.M. 

•  •  • 

Joseph  Creamer,  WOR  promotion  director,  has  prepared  a  24-page 
booklet  called  "How  Department  Stores  Use  Radio  to  Sell."  Containing 
research  results  of  a  survey  made  in  14  cities,  the  booklet  emphasizes 
the  value  of  radio  as  a  department  store  medium.  The  booklet  has 
additional  weight  because  WOR  is  operated  by  Bamberger's  of  Newark. •  •  • 

Ten  stations  in  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Tennessee  and 
West  Virginia  will  join  NBC  Dec.  15  as  the  Southeastern  Group  exclusively 
for  the  Blue  network,  William  S.  Hedges,  vice-president  in  charge  of  stations, 
disclosed  yesterday.  This  will  give  the  Blue  86  affiliates,  and  NBC  a  total of  218. 
The  stations  are  WJHL,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  880  k.c,  1,000  watts; 

WHIS,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  1,410  k.c,  1,000  watts  day,  500,  night;  WGAC, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  1,210  k.c,  250  watts ;  WCBT,  Roanoke  Rapids,  N.  C,  1,200  k.c, 
250  watts;  WEED,  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  1,420  k.c,  250  watts;  WMFD, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  1,370  k.c,  250  watts,  day,  100,  night;  WMFR,  High 
Point,  N.  C,  1,200  k.c,  250  watts;  WGNC,  Gastonia,  N.  C,  1,420  k.c,  250 
watts ;  WCOS,  Columbia,  S.  C,  1,370  k.c,  250  watts ;  and  WHKY,  Hickory, 
N.  C,  1,370  k.c,  250  watts. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  A  12:05  A.M.  news  period  will  be  sponsored  by  Bond 
Stores  for  one  week  over  W ABC,  beginning  Dec.  2.  In  addition,  Bond  will 
sponsor  three  periods  on  "Morning  Almanac"  over  WABC  the  same  week. 
.  .  .  Brown  &  Williamson  Tobacco  Co.  is  adding  13  stations  for  "Wings  of 
Destiny"  over  NBC-Red  for  a  total  of  85.  .  .  .  Acme  White  Lead  &  Color 
Works  will  sponsor  "Smiling  Ed  McConnell"  over  24  NBC-Red  statiojis 
Saturdays,  at  11 :45  A.M.,  beginning  Jan.  11. 

•  •  • 

NBC  television  has  resumed  publication  of  weekly  schedules,  although 
the  programs  remain  sporadic.  The  hockey  game  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  was  televised  last  night;  on  Friday  there  will  be  a  film  program, 
with  "A  Bride*  for  Henry,"  a  feature,  and  "Land  of  Evangeline,"  a  short, 
and  on  Sunday  a  professional  football  game  will  be  televised  from  Ebbets 
Field.  NBC  emphasizes  that  it  is  merely  "continuing  its  technical  tests." 

For  Use  of  Studio 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  19.— Sev- 
eral local  radio  stations  are 

working  a  novelty  in  the  way 
of  reducing  expenses.  They 
are  deducting  five  per  cent 
from  their  artists'  salaries 
"to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  stu- 

dios and  microphone." The  performers  have  to 
take  this,  economic  condi- 

tions being  as  they  are. 

Two  Seek  Permits 

For  New  Stations 

Washington,  Nov.  19. — Two  new 
applications  for  high  frequency  sta- 

tions have  filed  with  the  Federal  Com- 
munications Commission,  the  Pied- 

mont Publishing  Co.  asking  a  con- 
struction permit  for  a  46,700-kilocycle 

station  at  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  to 
cover  4,600  square  miles  with  a  popu- 

lation of  500,684,_  and  the  South  Bend 
Tribune  requesting  a  permit  for  a 
47,100-kilocycle  station  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  to  cover  4,330  criuare  miles  with 
a  population  of  448,330. 

Applications  also  have  been  filed  by 
Stations  WBAX,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
for  an  increase  of  power  from  100  to 
250  watts;  WMAZ,  Macon,  Ga.,  for 
extension  of  time  from  limited  to  un- 

limited ;  KXYZ,  Houston,  for  change 
of  frequency  from  1,440  to  1,290  kilo- 

cycles and  increase  of  power  from 
1,000  to  5,000  watts;  WFOR,  Hat- 
tiesburg,  Miss.,  for  increase  of  power 
from  100  to  250  watts,  and  KIRO, 
Seattle,  for  increase  of  power  from 
1,000  to  10,000  watts. 

Federation  Radio 

Program  Nov.  28 
The  Federation  for  the  Support  of 

Jewish  Philanthropic  Societies  will 
sponsor  a  half-hour  radio  program 
over  WJZ  of  the  NBC  network  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  28,  from  7:30  to  8 
P.  M. 
The  broadcast  will  be  held  at  the 

Ritz  Theatre,  with  stage,  screen  and 
radio  celebrities  participating,  and 
with  George  M.  Cohan  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Edward  Lasker  is  chair- 

man of  the  radio  committee. 

Howard  Gates  New 

Majestic  President 
Chicago,  Nov.  19. — Howard  Gates, 

vice-president  of  Detrola  Radio  Co., 
Detroit,  has  been  elected  president 
and  a  director  of  Majestic  Radio 
Corp.  to  succeed  Walter  Glen  Scott 
who  resigned.  Majestic  is  owned  in 
part  by  Dumont  Television,  a  Para- 

mount affiliate. 

Epoch  Sues  CBS 
CBS  was  named  defendant  yester- 

day in  a  suit  filed  in  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  by  Epoch  Producing  Corp.  for 
an  injunction,  accounting  and  damage. 
The  plaintiff  charges  CBS  with  using 
the  name  "Birth  of  a  Nation"  for  a 
WABC  broadcast  on  Sept.  2.  This 
title,  the  complaint  alleges,  belongs  to 
the  plaintiff,  owner  of  the  film. 

Heads  Reading  Union 
Reading,  Pa.,  Nov.  19. — Frank  L. 

Diefenderfer  has  been  reelected  presi- 
dent of  the  local  musicians'  union  for 

the  21st  time. 

Warner  Party  Friday 
New  Haven,  Nov.  19.— The  War- 

ner Club  will  hold  its  annual  dinner- 
dance  at  the  Waverly  Inn  next  Fri- 

day. About  400  guests  are  expected, 
representatives  of  the  theatre  and  ex- 

change offices,  and  theatre  staffs.  Cy 
Barrett  is  in  charge  of  entertainment, 
and  Robert  Anderson  and  Russell 
Clark  are  general  chairmen. 

Canadian  Dividend 

Toronto,  Nov.  19. — United  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Ltd.,  affiliated  with  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has 

declared  a  dividend  of  40  cents  per 

share  on  both  the  "A"  and  "B"  com- 
mon stock,  payable  Nov.  30  to  stock- holders of  record  Nov.  15.  United 

Amusement  operates  28  theatres  in 
several  Canadian  cities. 

Ask  Change  in  Tax 

System  in  Mexico 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  19. — A  change 
in  the  tax  levying  system  for  local 
film  theatres  back  to  a  daily  settle- 

ment, a  method  that  was  dropped 
some  years  ago,  is  provided  in  a  bill 
before  Congress.  The  present  method 
is  a  box-office  check  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year  to  strike  an 
average  as  a  basis  for  computing  im- 

posts during  the  following  year. 
Congressman  Lamberto  Zuniga,  au- 

thor of  the  bill,  thinks  that  under  the 
present  system  theatres  are  not  pay- 

ing enough  taxes.  A  daily  settlement, 
he  believes,  would  give  the  Munici- 

pal Treasury  a  better  break  and  pro- 
vide jobs  for  80  civic  fiscal  inspectors. 

Stricter  sanitation  and  safety  regu- 
lations for  theatres  throughout  Mex- 

ico have  been  made  effective  by  the 
Public  Health  Department.  The  regu- 

lations demand  modern  sanitation  ser- 
vices, proper  ventilation,  and  that  ex- 

its be  kept  clear  at  all  times. 

Taylor  Is  Reelected 
To  Toronto  Board 

Toronto,  Nov.  19— N.  A.  Taylor 
of  20th  Century  Theatres  has  been 
reelected  chairman  of  the  Motion  Pic- 

ture Section  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade  which  has  reorganized  for  the 
1940-41  year.  Other  officers  are  as 
follows :  Vice-chairman,  Louis  Rosen- 
feld,  Columbia  Pictures ;  directors,  J. 
P.  O'Loghlin,  20th  Century-Fox 
Films,  Ben  Geldsaler  of  Famous 
Players ;  Harry  Alexander,  Lans- 
downe  Theatre ;  Secretary-treasurer, 
F.  D.  Tolchard. 
The  conciliation  committee  of  the 

board  includes :  Wolfe  Cohen,  Warn- 
ers ;  Louis  Rosenfeld  and  H.  Allen, 

Columbia;  L.  M.  Devaney,  RKO  Pic- tures ;  Ben  Geldsaler  and  T.  J.  Bragg, 
Famous  Players ;  O.  R.  Hanson  of 
Hanson  Theatres  ;  Sam  Fine  of  Bloom 
and  Fine  Theatres ;  Harry  Alexander, 
Nat  Taylor  and  F.  Freedman,  repre- 

senting independent  exhibitors,  and  Ed 
Wells,  Film  Board  of  Trade. 

Industry  Leaders 

Take  'Stars9  Boxes 
More  than  $20,000  worth  of  box 

seats,  the  total  capacity  of  Madison 
Square  Garden,  has  been  sold  for  the 
seventh  annual  "Night  of  Stars"  to  be 
held  Nov.  27,  according  to  an  an- 

nouncement by  Nathan  Straus,  chair- 
man. Proceeds  will  go  to  the  United 

Jewish  Appeal. 
Among  the  box  holders  are  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Leo  Spitz,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barney  Balaban,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mau- rice Silverstone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nate 
Blumberg,  David  Bernstein,  David  O. 
Selznick,  Jules  Brulatour,  Louis 
Nizer,  George  Skouras,  Mayor  and 
Mrs.  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nathan  Straus,  Senator  Robert 
F.  Wagner>  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  S. 
Wise  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Lewis. 

R.  C.  Cronin  Wins  Contest 

Raymond  C.  Cronin  of  the  Para- 
mount, Springfield,  Mass.,  has  been 

awarded  first  prize  of  $50  in  a  "pro- ductions idea"  contest  conducted  by 
Nathan  E.  Goldstein,  president  of 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres. 
George  Laby  of  the  Victory,  Holyoke, 
received  second  prize,  $25. 

Union  Carries  Fight  to  Public 
St.  Louis,  Nov.  19. 

1V/I EMBERS  of  Local  143  of  the  operators  union  are  carrying  the 
LV-l  union  case  directly  to  the  patrons  in  its  fight  with  the  Ozark, 
Osage  and  Kirkwood,  suburban  theatres.  The  operators,  protesting 
the  managements'  refusal  to  renew  contracts  calling  for  two  operators 
in  a  booth,  are  canvassing  the  homes  of  the  theatres'  patrons.  They have  been  picketing  the  three  houses  since  Sept.  1. 
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Thanksgiving 

Box-Off  ice  Up 

Over  Country 

All  Broadway  Theatres 
Get  Big  Grosses 

Business  yesterday  took  a  big 
spurt  in  the  32  states  where 
Thanksgiving  was  observed.  It  was 
an  unofficial  holiday  in  several 
other  states. 

Cities  reporting  gains  were 
Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  Dallas, 
Washington,    Boston,  Buffalo, 
Indianapolis,  Milwaukee,  Kan- 

sas City,  Seattle,  Atlanta,  Bal- 
timore, Albany,  Providence. 

On  Broadway,  all  theatres  did  well. 
After  the  Macy  parade,  which  drew 
an  estimated  1,000,000  spectators,  the 
Times  Square  crowds  began  flocking 
to  film  shows  about  2  o'clock.  Mati- 

nees were  big  particularly  at  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall,  Roxy,  Paramount 
and  Capitol. 

"Bitter  Sweet"  opened  to  an  esti- 
mated $20,000  for  the  day  at  the 

Music  Hall,  with  a  stage  show,  after 
more  than  $65,000  for  the  third  week 
of  "Escape."  The  Roxy  reported  its 
biggest  Thanksgiving,  with  around 
$12,000  for  the  opening  day  of  "Tin 
Pan  Alley,"  second  only  to  the  record 
of  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  at  the house. 
"Northwest  Mounted  Police"  with 

a  stage  show  at  the  Paramount  did 
an  estimated  $49,000  in  its  second 
week  and  about  $16,000  in  the  first 
two  days  of  the  third  week,  including 
yesterday. 

"The  Great  Dictator"  in  its  fifth 
week  did  about  $38,000  at  the  Capitol 
and  $11,700  at  the  Astor,  starting  its 
sixth  week  with  estimated  grosses  of 
$16,000  and  $3,500,  respectively,  for 
Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Considered  unusual  for  a  holiday 
was  yesterday's  preview  of  "The  Let- 

ter" at  the  Strand  at  four  perform- 
ances. This  boosted  the  second  week's 

gross  of  "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again" and  a  stage  show  to  about  $23,000. 

Para.  Considering 
Stock  Retirement 

Paramount  is  discussing 
with  bankers  the  retirement 
of  its  136,586  shares  of  $100 
par  6  per  cent  cumulative  pre- 

ferred stock.  The  redemption 
would  be  made  from  cash  on 
hand  of  more  than  $20,000,000 
and  by  long  term  bank  loans. 

Goddard  Signs  Decree; 

Effective  Now  in  Part 

6U'  Sales  Drive  in 

Honor  of  Scully 

W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  will 

be  honored  again  next  year  with  a sales  drive  by 

the  company's domestic  d  i  s  - 
tribution  organ- ization. 

Plans  for  the 
drive,  which  is 
expected  to start  early  in 
January  and 
continue  three 
months,  will  be 
made  by  Uni- versal district 
managers  at  a 
two-day  meet- 

ing at  the  Hotel 
Astor  here 

starting  tomor- 
row. Nate  Blumberg,  president,  will 

address  them  on  the  drive  and  Scully 
will  discuss  Universal's  new  product. 

Universal's  sales  for  the  current 
season  are  running  approximately  15 
per  cent  ahead  of  last  season,  when  a 
new  record  for  domestic  sales  was 
established,  according  to  officials. 

Universal's  annual  new  season  pro- duct conferences  will  be  held  at  the 
studio  about  the  middle  of  next 
month.  Blumberg  will  leave  for  the 
Coast  in  a  week  for  preliminary  con- 

ferences with  Cliff  Work,  studio 
head ;  Matthew  J.  Fox,  vice-president, 
and  other  studio  officials.  Scully  will 
leave  for  the  Coast  Dec.  13  and  other 
home  office  executives  will  leave 
about  the  same  time. 

W.  A.  Scully 

McCoy  Heads  New 

W.  B.  Sales  District 
Ralph  McCoy,  Warner  Atlanta 

branch  manager,  has  been  promoted 
by  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager,  as  manager  of  a  newly 
created  Southeastern  district,  with 
supervision  over  Atlanta,  Charlotte 
and  Memphis.  McCoy's  headquarters will  continue  in  Atlanta. 

Sears  announced  these  additional 
changes:  Thomas  Gilliam,  Chicago 
manager,  succeeds  McCoy  as  Atlanta 
manager;  Sidney  Rose,  Omaha  man- 

ager, named  Chicago  manager; 
C.  K.  Olson,  Minneapolis  man- 

ager, to  Omaha  manager ;  Arthur 
Anderson,  Des  Moines  manager,  to 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Veeder  a  Former 

U.  S.  Judge  Here; 

Is  Noted  Lawyer 

Trade  Showing  and  Block-of -Five  Clauses 
Go  in  Effect  Sept.  1, 1941;  Van  Vechten 

Veeder  Named  Appeals  Chairman 

Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  approved  the  consent  decree 
without  change  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  After  signing  the  order 
entering  the  decree,  Judge  Goddard  named  Van  Vechten  Veeder, 

retired  New  York  attorney,  as  chairman  of  the  industry's  national 
board  of  arbitration  appeals  consisting  of  three  members. 

The  other  two  members  of  the 
board  will  not  be  named  by  the 
court  until  January.  Salary  of  the 
chairman  is  $20,000  per  year,  and 
that  of  the  other  two  members  is 

$17,500. All  provisions  of  the  decree 
except  the  trade  showings  and 
block-of-five  sales  clauses  are 
effective  immediately.  Those 
two  provisions  become  effective 
Sept.  1,  1941,  or  with  the  sale 
of  product  for  the  1941-'42  sea- son. 

Prospects  of  continued  litigation 
over  the  decree  from  exhibitor  sources 
were  borne  out  immediately  following 
its  signing.  The  I.T.O.A.  of  New 
York  instructed  its  attorney,  Milton 
Weisman,  to  study  the  legal  basis  for 

an  appeal  of  Judge  Goddard's  order  to the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
and,  that  failing,  to  prepare  some 
form  of  corrollary  action  to  test  the 
legality  of  the  decree.  The  filing  of 
anti-trust  suits  against  the  five  con- 

senting companies  for  triple  damages 
under  the  Sherman  Act  also  is  being 
considered  by  numerous  I.T.O.A. 
members. 

A  T^lt/T    A     ■         T?*    1  r  William  E.  Sims,  New  York  attor- 
Ar  M-AClOr  r  lgnt  ney  for  the  M.P.T.O.A.,  said  he  would confer  with  Ed  Kuykendall,  president, 

Off  frtt*  Pl*P«*PTlt  during  tne  next  week  on  the  possibil- 
" All!  A  1CSCI11  jty  0f  that  organization  bringing  anti- 

Possibility  of  an  immediate  out-  (Continued  on  page  4) 
break  of  hostilities  between  the  vari- 

ous actor  unions  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Musical  Artists 
against  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians  vanished  temporarily  Wed- 

nesday when  attorneys  for  AGMA 
and  the  A.  F.  M.  signed  stipulations 
maintaining  the  status  quo. 
AGMA's  appeal  from  Justice  Aron 

Steuer's  denial  of  its  request  for  a 
temporary  injunction  will  be  heard  in 
the  Appellate  Division  of  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  next  Friday. 
A  rift  between  actors  and  musicians 

appeared  imminent  Tuesday  when 
Justice  Steuer  vacated  a  stay  of  A.  F. 
M.    President    James    C.  Petrillo's (Continued  on  page  7) 

VAN  VECHTEN  VEEDER, appointed  first  chairman  of  the 
national  arbitration  appeal  board  for 
the  industry,  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  law  firm  of  Burlingham,  Veed- 

er, Clark  &  Hupper. 
He  was  a  Federal  judge  in  the  U. 

S.  District  court  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  New  York  from  1911  to  1917. 

He  was  a  member  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity Research  in  International  Law, 

of  the  International  Maritime  Com- 
mission, the  Maritime  Law  Associa- 

tion of  the  U.  S.,  and  was  president 
of  the  latter  from  1930  to  1936. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American 

Law  Institute,  the  Association  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Reading  Exhibitors 

Bring  Trust  Suit 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  21.— Henry 

Sork  and  Harry  Block,  operating 
theatres  in  Reading  and  Schuylkill- 
haven,  yesterday  filed  an  anti-trust 
suit  in  U.  S.  District  court  here  seek- 

ing $62,700  triple  damages  from  six 
theatre  groups  and  all  major  distrib- utors. Discrimination  is  charged  on 
the  ground  they  have  been  compelled 
to  wait  from  a  week  to  37  days  longer 
for  films  than  their  competitors.  An 
injunction  is  sought. 
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Maxwell's  Circuit 
Control  in  Balance 
London,  Nov.  21. — A  com- 

plete change  in  control  of  As- 
sociated British  Circuit,  fol- 

lowing the  recent  death  of 
John  Maxwell,  head  of  the 
company,  is  understood  to  be 
in  the  offing  here.  American 
interests  are  said  to  have 
been  approached. 

It  is  believed  the  board  of 
directors  are  willing  to  con- 

sider offers  for  complete  ac- 
quisition, with  the  probability 

that  the  highest  bidder  could 
obtain  control  of  the  import- 

ant British  circuit. 

Personal  Mention 

U.  A.  'Monte  Cristo' 
Booked  for  Capitol 

The  Capitol  has  booked  "Son  of 
Monte  Cristo,"  United  Artists  release, 
for  a  December  opening  date  not  yet 
set.  The  picture  is  the  first  U.  A. 
release  to  be  booked  by  the  Capitol 
in  several  years,  with  the  exception 
of  "The  Great  Dictator."  "Third 
Finger,  Left  Hand,"  M-G-M  film, 
will  follow  "Dictator"  at  the  house 
and  "Son  of  Monte  Cristo"  will  go  in thereafter. 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO president,  left  for  the  Coast  by 
plane  Wednesday  night.  He  will  be 
away  about  two  weeks. • 

Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy 
arrived  from  the  Coast  by  plane  on 
Wednesday  to  spend  Thanksgiving 
with  his  family.  He  plans  to  vacation 
at  Palm  Beach. 

Earl  J.  Hudson,  president  of  Uni- 
ted Detroit  Theatres,  has  returned  to 

Detroit  from  a  visit  in  Hollywood. 
• 

Kay  Kamen  is  due  Monday  from 
the  Coast.  He  will  soon  start  a 
speaking  tour  of  advertising  clubs  in 
the  Northwest. • 
Hal  Roach,  Jr.,  has  returned  to 

Hollywood  from  a  month's  stay  in New  York. 

Peggy  Goldberg,  who  has  been  do- 
ing publicity  work  for  Regina  Crewe, 

was  married  Tuesday  to  Dr.  George 
Blatt  of  Brooklyn. 

LEO  SPITZ  is  scheduled  to  leave 
Hollywood  on  Tuesday  for  Chi- cago. 

• 

Leonard  Goldenson,  Leon  Netter 
and  Sam  Dembow  will  arrive  today 
from  the  Coast  and  Dallas. 

• 

Hank  Linet  of  Universal  will  re- 
turn from  Chicago  today. 

• 
Aldyth  Reichenbach,  secretary 

to  Barney  Balaban,  has  recovered 
from  injuries  incurred  in  a  recent  au- 

tomobile accident  and  will  be  back 
at  her  office  on  Monday. 

• 
Albert  E.  Sindlinger,  March  of 

Time  advertising  and  promotion  di- 
rector, left  Wednesday  with  his  fam- 

ily for  a  two-week  vacation  in  Ohio. • 

Lee  Churchin  of  the  RKO  trans- 
portation  department  on   the  Coast 

was  here  Wednesday  on  his  way  back 
to  the  studio  from  Baltimore. 

• 
Walt  Disney  has  returned  to  the 

Coast. 

Army  Plan  Rebuff 

Angers  Whitehall 
London,  Nov.  21. — The  embarrass- 

ment of  the  British  Government  at  the 
industry's  refusal  to  cooperate  in  the 
Army  Council  plan  for  the  supply  of 
films  for  the  troops  was  indicated  in  a 
meeting  called  by  Sir  John  Anderson, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  in  which  industry 
representatives  were  asked  to  elabo- 

rate on  the  trade's  attitude. 
Officials  of  the  Cinematograph  Ex- 

hibitors Association  and  the  Kine- 
matograph  Renters  Society  (distrib- 

utors) attended.  Trade  representatives 
had  previously  informed  the  Govern- 

ment that  in  their  opinion  present 
agencies  are  sufficient  to  handle  the 
situation  without  the  setting  up  of  a 
Government-controlled  unit. 

Rose  Is  En  Route 

Here  from  England 
David  Rose,  managing  director  for 

Paramount  in  England,  is  en  route  to 
this  country  on  the  Excambion,  which 
sailed  from  Lisbon  on  Tuesday,  and 
is  due  here  next  Thursday. 

Rose,  who  will  arrive  with  his  fam- 
ily, is  expected  to  spend  about  two 

months  here  before  returning  to  his 
post  in  London,  combining  business 
with  a  vacation. 

Schless  Off  Sunday 

For  Latin  America 
Robert  E.  Schless,  recently  appoint- 
ed general  foreign  manager  of  Warn- 

ers, will  leave  by  plane  on  Sunday  for 
Mexico  City  on  the  first  leg  of  a  visit 
to  Warner  branches  throughout  Latin 
America.  This  is  his  first  such  visit 
since  taking  his  new  post.  It  is  ex- 

pected that  he  will  be  gone  several months. 

Nat  Holt  Returns 
Nat  Holt,  RKO  Theatres  division 

manager,  with  headquarters  in  Cleve- 
land, left  Wednesday  after  a  few  days 

here  booking  holiday  shows. 

Myers  to  Address 
Indiana  Exhibitors 

Indianapolis,  Nov.  21. — Speakers 
at  the  14th  annual  convention  and 
trade  show  of  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana  at  the  Hotel 
Antlers  here  next  Monday  and  Tues- 

day will  include  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel  of  Allied  States,  and 
Sidney  Samuelson,  Allied  Information 
Department  committee  chairman  of 
National  Allied;  Troy  G.  Thurston 
of  Indianapolis,  president  of  the  In- 

diana Association  of  Certified  Public 
Accountants,  who  will  discuss  new 
tax  laws,  and  H.  M.  Richey,  director 
of  exhibitor  relations  for  M-G-M. 

Displays  will  be  set  up  by  many 
firms,  including  the  following; 
M-G-M,  RCA  Manufacturing  Co., 
Burch  Manufacturing  Co.,  Kroehler 
Manufacturing  Co.,  American  Seating 
Co.,  Confection  Cabinet  Corp.,  and 
Indiana  Theatre  Equipment  Corp. 

Bennett  Sisters  Due 
Constance,  Joan  and  Barbara  Ben- 

nett are  due  from  Hollywood  today 
by  plane  for  the  funeral  of  their 
mother,  Adrienne  Morrison,  57,  at  Old 
Lyme,  Conn.,  tomorrow. 

At  Long  Last 

Chicago,  Nov.  21.— The  Chi- cago censor  board  yesterday 
issued  a  permit  for  the  show- 

ing of  "Scarface,"  which  has been  banned  for  the  past 
eight  years.  Henri  Elman  is the  distributor  of  the  film. 
The  Howard  Hughes  film  was 
released  in  1932  by  U.A. 

AGVA-Circuit  Deal  I 

Decision  Up  Today 

Final  decision  on  whether  vaude- 
ville circuit  and  film  presentation 

houses  will  sign  a  contract  with  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists 
will  be  made  at  a  meeting  between 
executives  and  Hoyt  Haddock,  AGVA 
executive  secretary,  today. 

Details  were  settled  several  months 
ago  but  the  illness  of  Major  L.  E. 
Thompson,  RKO  theatre  executive, 
prevented  the  closing  of  the  contract. 
Subsequently,  circuit  heads  objected 
to  being  held  responsible  for  the  good 
standing  in  AGVA  of  performers. 
Theatre  officials  point  out  that 

where  hiring  is  done  through  licensed 
agents,  the  latter  should  be  respon- sible. In  addition,  AGVA  is  now 
undergoing  a  reorganization,  with  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America,  the  parent  body,  in  virtual 
control.  The  4-A  control  will  con- 

tinue until  Jan.  31  or  longer,  if  neces- 
sary, Haddock  said. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the Rivoli  Theatre) (51st  Street Corner) 

For  over  20  gears 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  Jn  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Greenthal  Leaves 

For  Coast  Sunday 
Monroe  Greenthal,  newly  designated 

advertising  and  publicity  director  for 
United  Artists,  will  leave  for  Holly- 

wood by  plane  on  Sunday  for  con- ferences with  Maurice  Silverstone, 

chief  of  the  company's  world-wide operations,  and  other  U.  A.  executives 
and  producers. 

Elmer  Wahl  Dead 

Cleveland,  Nov.  21. — Elmer  H. 
Wahl,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Musicians  Union,  Local  No.  4,  was 
found  dead  in  his  automobile  here  after 
his  car  bumped  into  the  rear  of  an- other in  traffic.  Detectives  said  Wahl, 
who  was  48,  died  of  natural  causes, 
probably  of  a  heart  attack. 
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America's  two  greatest  salesmen  selling 

your  big  holiday  show  to  52,858,100 

listeners  every  week  from  coast  to  coast! 

Listen  to  'em  build  up  that 

big  feud  for  the  publicity  payoff.  Will  "Love  Thy 

Neighbor"  open  in  Waukegan?  Will  it  open  in  Old  Orchard 

Beach?  Will  Benny  get  top  billing?  Or  vice  versa?  Those  are  the 

questions  millions  are  asking  .  .  .  those  same  millions  who  will 

flock  to  see  the  biggest  pre-selling  job  the  industry  has  ever  seen? 

JACK  BENNY     FRED  ALLEN 

LOVE  THY  NEIGHBOR 

with  MARY  MARTIN  •  Verree  Teasdale  and  ROCHESTER 
Original  Screen  Play  by  William  Morrow  and  Edmund  Beloin,  Ernest  Pagano  and  Z.  Myers  •  A  Paramount  Picture 

Produced  and  Directed  by  MARK  SANDRICH 
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Fight  Film  Act 

Only  Industry 

Law  Enacted 

Washington,  Nov.  21— With  the 
76th  Congress  having  virtually  com- 

pleted its  program  of  legislation  for 
the  current  session,  a  check  indicates 
that  the  repeal  of  the  1912  ban  on  the 
interstate  transportation  of  fight  films 
was  its  only  contribution  to  film  leg- islation. 

Since  Jan.  3,  1939,  22  measures 
dealing  with  motion  pictures 
and  approximately  two  score 
affecting  radio  were  introduced, 
but  with  few  exceptions  re- 

ceived no  consideration. 

The  feature  of  the  two  sessions 
which  comprised  the  76th  Congress, 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  film  indus- 

try, of  course,  was  the  block  booking 
bill  introduced  by  Senator  Matthew 
M.  Neely  (Dem.,  W.  Va.),  on  Jan. 
4,  1939.  After  extended  hearings  be- fore the  Senate  Interstate  Commerce 
Committee  and  a  bitter  fight  in  the 
committee  and  on  the  floor,  it  was 
passed  by  the  Senate  July  17,  1939. 
The  measure  then  went  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  where  it  was  the 
subject  of  extended  hearings  before 
the  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce 
Committee  in  May  and  June,  after 
which  it  was  referred  to  a  subcommit- 

tee for  revision.  Largely  because  ne- 
gotiations for  a  consent  decree  in  the 

New  York  suit  then  appeared  to  be 
drawing  to  a  successful  conclusion  and 
the  decree  would  deal  with  the  book- 

ing problem,  further  action  on  the 
measure  was  deferred. 

Neely  Divorce  Bill 

Meanwhile,  Senator  Neely  also  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  divorce  exhibition 

from  other  branches  of  the  industry, 
on  April  9,  last,  and  held  preliminary 
hearings  before  the  Interstate  Com- 

merce Committee  on  April  22  and 
May  16,  but  no  further  action  was 
taken. 
The  only  bill  finally  enacted,  the 

fight  film  measure,  was  introduced  by 
Senator  W.  Warren  Barbour  (Rep., 
N.  J.)  on  April  3,  1939.  With  no  op- 

position, the  bill  was  made  the  subject 
of  short  formal  hearings  and  was 
passed  by  Senate  and  House  practic- 

ally without  debate. 
Only  one  other  film  measure  re- 

ceived consideration,  a  resolution  in- 
troduced March  9  last,  by  Senator 

Pat  McCarren  (Dem.,  Nev.)  to  in- 
vestigate schedules  adopted  by  Secre- 

tary of  the  Interior  Harold  L.  Ickes 
for  use  of  the  national  parks  and  pub- 

lic lands  by  film  producers.  The 
heavy  fees  demanded  by  the  Secretary 
aroused  resentment  in  the  industry, 
which  was  reflected  in  Congress,  and 
the  Senate  adopted  the  McCarren 
resolution  May  24.  It  is  not  expected, 
however,  that  the  inquiry  will  be  un- 

dertaken until  next  Winter. 

Mostly  1939  Measures 

Most  of  the  motion  picture  bills, 
dealing  chieflly  with  block  booking, 
copyright  and  the  creation  of  a  Fine 
Arts  agency  in  the  Government,  were 
introduced  during  the  1939  session. 
During  the  current  session,  the  only 
measures  introduced  were  bills  deal- 

ing with  copyright,  by  Senator  Elbert 

Feature  Reviews 

"Escape  to  Glory" 
{Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  21. 

COLUMBIA'S  "Escape  to  Glory"  is  about  as  thrill-packed  a  piece  of 
suspenseful  entertainment  as  has  come  out  of  Hollywood  for  some 

time.  For  almost  its  entire  running  time,  it  gripped  the  preview  audience 
such  as  few  melodramas  have.  It  is  the  story  of  a  group  of  characters, 
mostly  Americans,  embarking  on  a  British  freighter  from  England, 
attempting  to  get  home  before  war  is  declared.  Two  days  out,  they  hear 

the  news  on  the  ship's  radio  that  England  has  declared  war  on  Germany. 
The  captain  keeps  a  midnight  rendezvous  at  sea  during  which  the 
freighter  is  armed.  A  German  submarine  attempts  to  sink  the  ship,  but  is 
beaten  off  and  the  freighter  finds  safety  in  a  fog  bank.  The  sub  lurks 
about,  attempting  to  await  the  lifting  of  the  fog. 
How  the  sub  is  disposed  of  provides  a  rousing  climax. 

Pat  O'Brien  and  Constance  Bennett  have  the  principal  roles,  with 
John  Halliday,  Melville  Cooper,  Alan  Baxter,  Edgar  Buchanan,  Mar- 
jorie  Gateson,  Francis  Pierlot,  Jessie  Busley,  Stanley  Logan,  Frank 
Sully,  Erwin  Kaiser,  Don  Beddoe  and  Leslie  Denison. 

P.  J.  Wolfson  wrote  an  admirable  screenplay  from  the  story  by  Sidney 
Biddell  and  Frederic  Frank.  John  Brahm's  direction  is  the  essence  of 
conciseness.  Samuel  Bischoff's  initial  production  effort  at  Columbia is  a  credit  to  him. 

Running  time,  60  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

"Among  Human  Wolves" (Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.) 

Based  on  the  story,  "Lone  Wolves,"  by  Charles  Robert  Dumas,  this 
British  production  depicts  spy  and  counter-spy  activities  of  British 
and  German  agents,  respectively,  in  Berlin.  The  "wolves"  referred  to  in 
the  title  are  the  espionage  agents,  so  called  because  of  their  unpleasant 
duties  which  include,  as  in  this  instance,  the  betrayal  of  friends.  It  is  in 
that  respect  that  the  story  takes  a  turn  typical  of  such  films,  a  British 
woman  spy  falling  in  love  with  a  German. 
The  cast  comprises  all  British  players,  the  principals  being  Basil 

Radford,  Sylvia  St.  Claire,  Thorley  Walters  and  Peter  Gawthorne. 
Radford  and  Miss  Claire  are  seen  as  brother  and  sister  employed  by  the 
British  Government  to  procure  an  important  military  weapon  in  Berlin. 
Walters  is  the  son  of  the  German  general  loved  but  betrayed  by  Miss 
Claire.  The  British  eventually  succeed  as  the  film  ends  abruptly.  John 
Baxter  directed. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.  "G."  * 
*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

D.  Thomas  (Dem.,  Utah)  and  the 
Neely  divorce  bill,  and  resolutions  by 
Senators  McCarren  and  Henry  F. 
Ashurst  (Dem.,  Ariz.)  for  investiga- 

tion of  the  Interior  charges,  and  by 
Representative  John  J.  Delaney 
(Dem.,  N.  Y.)  to  make  provision  for 
newsreels  in  the  Congressional  press 

galleries. 
Little  Action  on  Radio 

The  record  of  action  on  radio  legis- 
lation is  even  less  impressive.  Most 

important  of  the  many  measures  in- 
troduced was  a  resolution  submitted 

on  Aug.  23  of  this  year  by  Senator 
Charles  W.  Tobey  {Rep.,  N.  H.)  for 
investigation  of  the  broadcasting  sit- 

uation, prepared  after  lengthy  hear- 
ings on  the  reappointment  of  Thad  H. 

Brown  to  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  had  gone  into  the 

Paramount-CBS  deal  and  the  RCA 
monopoly  case  of  1932. 
The  only  other  measure  to  receive 

consideration  was  a  bill  by  Senator 
Edwin  C.  Johnson  (Dem.,  Colo.)  to 
ban  liquor  advertising  over  the  radio, 
which  was  given  a  favorable  com- 

mittee report  but  failed  of  passage..  . 
All  of  the  bills  pending  at  the  time 

of  adjournment  will  die  and  will  have 
to  be  reintroduced  next  session  if  they 
are  to  be  further  pressed. 

Mendenhall  Heads 

Omaha  Variety  Club 
Omaha,  Nov.  21. — Ted  Menden- 

hall, Paramount  exchange  manager,  is 
the  chief  barker  of  the  Omaha  Vari- 

ety Club  for  1941,  succeeding  Morris 
Cohn. 
Other  officers  are  Walter  Green, 

first  assistant ;  Sam  Epstein,  second 
assistant;  M.  L.  Stern,  treasurer.  Ed- 

ward Shafton,  reelected  secretary. 
Canvassmen  are  Glenn  Rogers,  John 
Gillin,  Harry  Shumow,  Robert  Bal- 
lantyne,  Don  McLucas  and  Cohn.  Na- 

tional delegates  are  Green  and  Ep- 
stein and  Green  is  the  national  board 

memBer'for  1941. 

McCoy  Heads  New 

W.R:  Sales  District 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

Minneapolis  manager ;  Elmer  Tilton, 
former  Des  Moines  manager,  who  re- 

signed some  time  ago,  returns  to  his former  post. 
R.  H.  Dunbar,  Pittsburgh  salesman, 

has  been  promoted  to  Cincinnati  man- 
ager, succeeding -  Ralph  Kinsler,  who 

has  resigned  to  enter  exhibition. 
Harry  Goldman,  Chicago  country 
salesman  is  promoted  to  city  sales- 

man, with  Harry  Mandel,  Chicago 
booker,  replacing  him. 

Goddard  Signs 

U.  S.  Decree, 

Effective  Now 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

trust  suits  against  the  consenting  com- 
panies, based  upon  the  consent  decree. 

He  expressed  the  opinion  that  exhibi-  j tors  do  not  have  the  legal  right  to 

appeal  from  Judge  Goddard's  order 
approving  the  decree. Allied  of  New  York,  an  M.P.T. 
OA.  affiliate,  will  take  every  legal  , 
means  at  its  command  to  oppose  the 
decree,  Max  A.  Cohen,  president,  said. 

Others  Consider  Opposition 

The  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  In- 
dependent Theatre  Owners,  the  Robb 

&  Rowley  Circuit  and  possibly  several 
Paramount  theatre  associates  also  are 
among  exhibitor  groups  studying  the 
advisability  of  further  legal  opposi- 

tion to  the  decree,  lending  additional 
credence  to  the  repeated  exhibitor  pre- 

diction that  "a  flood  of  law  suits'"  will follow  signing  of  the  decree. 
The  three  non-consenting  compa- 

nies, Universal,  Columbia  and  United 
Artists,  as  parties  to  the  Government 
suit  but  not  to  the  decree  itself,  have 
the  undisputed  legal  right  to  appeal 

from  Judge  Goddard's  order  entering the  decree,  but  the  chances  of  their 
doing  so  are  slight. 

A  high  Universal  executive  said  that 
the  company  definitely  would  not  op- 

pose the  decree  in  any  way  but  would 
occupy  itself  with  fighting  the  Gov- 

ernment's amended  complaint  against the  company. 

Col.  and  U.  A.  May  Join  Univ. 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  attorneys  for 

Columbia,  and  O'Brien,  Driscoll  & 
Raftery,  United  Artists  counsel,  de- clined to  comment  on  their  strategy, 
but  there  were  indications  that  both 
companies  would  follow  a  course  sim- 

ilar to  Universal's.  The  three  com- 
panies will  appear  before  Judge  God- 

dard on  Dec.  5  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment's amended  complaint  against 

them. 
Operation  of  the  local  arbitration 

boards  will  begin  early  in  February. 
J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secretary 
of  the  American  Arbitration  Associa- 

tion, will  leave  for  the  Coast  tomor- row on  the  first  leg  of  his  trip  to  the 
31  exchange  cities  in  which  local  ar- bitration boards  will  be  established. 
He  expects  to  have  the  local  offices  es- 

tablished by  Christmas. 

Veeder  Former  U.  S. 

Judge  in  New  York (Continued  from  page  1) 

Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  the 
American  Historical  Society,  New 
York  State  Historical  Association, 
the  Mediaeval  Academy  of  America, 
the  St.  Nicholas  Society  and  the  Hol- 

land Society.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Century,  Grolier,  City  and  Midday 
clubs.  He  is  the  author  of  "Legal 
Masterpieces,"  and  a  contributor  to 
law  reviews  and  to  "Select  Essays  on 
Anglo-American  Legal  History." Veeder  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  July  4,  1867. 

Roach  Signs  McLaglen 
Hollywood,  Nov.  21. — Victor  Mc- 

Laglen has  been  signed  to  star  in 
"Broadway  Limited,"  Hal  Roach  pro- duction for  U.  A. 
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Dictator'  Is 

Boston  Lead 

With  $32,100 

'Dictator'  Scores 

$12,000,  Milwaukee 

Boston,  Nov.  21.— "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" led  the  town  for  its  second 

week,  taking  $32,100  at  Loew's  State and  Orpheum,  $14,100  at  the  former 

''and  $18,000  at  the  latter.  "Arise  My 
Love"  coupled  with  "Dancing  on  a 
Dime"  drew  a  strong  $16,000  at  the 
Metropolitan. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13 : 

"That  Gang  of  Mine"  (Mono.) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Fox) 
KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 

"That  Gang"  4  days  with  Three  Stooges 
on   stage   and   Ciro   Rimac  rhumba-conga 
band,  Alzior  Camargo  in  "Pan  American Revue."    Double  screen  bill  3  days.  Gross: 
$8,000.     (Average,  $8,000) 
"Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
"Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
"Seven   Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out   West"  (RKO) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL— (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  "Long  Voyage"  bill,  held  over, 
2  days;  "Seven  Sinners"  bill,  5  days. Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $16,000) 
"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
METROPOLITAN— (4,367)  (2:>c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $16,000.  (Average, $15,500) 
"East  of  the  River"   (W.  B.) 
"Always  a   Bride"    (W.  B.) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 

days.     Gross:  $7,500.     (Average,  $7,500) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
FENWAY — (1,320)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) days.     Gross:  $4,000.     (Average,  $4,500) 

"Knute  Rockne— All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"   (W.  B.) SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-55c)   7  days. 
Gross:  $2,800.     (Average,  $4,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (75c-$U0)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $14,100.  (Average 
$12,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEWS  ORPHEUM — (2,900)  (75c-$1.10) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $18,000.  (Average, 
$17,500) 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  21.— Best  grosser 
in  a  week  which  started  out  strong 

by  virtue  of  the  Wisconsin  Educa- tion Association  convention,  but  which 
bogged  down  because  of  heavy  gales 

and  near  zero  weather,  was  "The 
Great  Dictator"  with  $12,000  at  Fox's Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13-14: 

'A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (30c-40c-55c) Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
PALACE  —  (2,400)  (75c-$UO) 

Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
'Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
RIVERSIDE-(2,700)  (33c-44c-55c)  7 

Stage:  Tom  Brown,  Arleen  Whalen 

7  days. 

7  days, 

Dramatic  School 
Cleveland,  Nov.  21 

CHILDREN'S  classes  in stage  acting  have  been 
started  at  Loew's  Park  Thea- tre by  Manager  Arnold  Gates, 
who  plans  to  hold  the  morn- ing sessions  weekly. 
The  course,  free  to  chil- 

dren, includes  lessons  in 

stage  presence,  characteriza- 
tion, pantomime  and  voice  cul- ture, and  is  instructed  by  a 

Cleveland  theatrical  veteran. 

days. 

Alex- 
ander D'Arcy,  Judith  Allen.  Gross:  $10,000. Average,  $6,500) 

'North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
'Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)  (44c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$3,800.    (Average,  $1,500) 
Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th- Fox) 
Young  People"  (20th-Fox) WISCONSIN — (3,200)  (30c-40c-55c)  7 Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $5,500) days. 

'July',  Cugat  Band 

$17,500  in  Detroit 

'Girls,'  Stage  Show 
$15,000,  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Nov.  21. — Bad  weather 
hurt  business.  "Too  Many  Girls"  and 
a  stage  revue  at  the  Hippodrome  drew 
$15,000.  "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  drew 
$9,000  at  the  New. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end 
ing  Nov.  14: 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY  —  (3,000)  (85c-$1.10)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,700.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $9,000) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
NEW  —  (1,581)  (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
STANLEY— (3,280)   (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME  —  (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days.  "All  Girls  Revue"  on  stage, featuring  Tudy  Canova.  Gross:  $15,000. 
(Average,  $14,000) 

'Zorro'  Pittsburgh 

Smash  With  $11,000 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  21. — "The  Mark 
of  Zorro"  was  a  smash  at  the  Fulton 
with  $11,000,  while  "Angels  Over 
Broadway"  and  "A  Little  Bit  of 
Heaven"  at  the  Alvin  took  $6,500. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  14: 
"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (CoL) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
ALVIN  —  (1,800)     (28c-39c-55c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $6,000) 
'The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FULTON— (1,700)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 
.1,000.    (Average,  $5,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS    PENN— (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $19,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
'Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
RITZ— (800)     (28c-39c-55c)    7    days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 

'The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Gay  CabaUero"  (ZOth-Fox) 
SENATOR—  (1,700)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$2,200.    (Average,  $2,000) 
'Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
STANLEY— (3,600)  (28c-44c-60c)  7  days. 

On  stage:  George  Jessel,  Lois  Andrews, 
Jean  Parker,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Isabel  Jew- 

ell, Lya  Lys,  Evelyn  Farney,  Jean  Gary. 
Gross:  $16,500.  (Average,  $18,000) 
'I  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) 
"Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c -44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$5,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Detroit,  Nov.  21. — "Christmas  in 
July,"  and  a  stage  show  featuring 
Xavier  Cugat  and  his  orchestra  drew 
$17,500  at  the  Michigan.  The  Fox 

reported  $18,000  with  "The  Mark  of 
Zorro"  and  "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  14 : 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Nobody's  Children"  (Col.) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,500.     (Average,  $5,500) 

"Boom  Town"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Quarterback"  (W.  B.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,800.      (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-55c)     7  days. Gross:  $18,000.     (Average,  $15,000) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7 

days.  On  stage:  Xavier  Cugat  and  or- chestra with  stage  show  headed  by  Abbott 
&  Costello.  Gross:  $17,500.  (Average, 
$12,000) 
"Knute  Rocktie — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
PALMS— (3,000)     (25c-39c-55c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,500.     (Average,  $7,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-44c- 

55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Av- erage, $10,000) 

Operators'  Fee  Bill 
Tabled  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  21. — The  pro 
jected  ordinance  to  license  all  16mm 
operators  has  been  indefinitely  tabled 
by  the  City  Council,  following  a  mass 
protest  by  civic,  educational,  scientific 
and  recreational  organizations  against 
the  measure  introduced  by  Lawrence 
J.  Katz,  I.A.T.S.E.  agent. 

The  bill  would  have  required  six 
months'  apprenticeship  for  all  pro- 

jectionists and  an  annual  license  fee. 

'Carson'  and  Bowes 

Unit  $11,300,  Omaha 

Omaha,  Nov.  21. — "Kit  Carson"  at the  Orpheum,  plus  a  Major  Bowes 
unit  on  the  stage,  drew  $11,300. 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  took  $7,100 
at  the  Omaha  with  "Young  People." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13-14: 

'Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
'Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  B.) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)  (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $4,000) 
'Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) OMAHA—  (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 
$7,100.  (Average,  $6,000) 
'Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (40c-55c)  7 

Stage:  Major  Bowes'  Talent  Parade. $11,300.  (Average,  $7,200) 

'Escape'  Hits 

Good  $19,400, 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  21.  —  The 
downtown  houses  experienced  an- 

other slow  week.  Several  rainy  days 

also  dampened  things  with  the  show- 
ing of  "Ice-Capades  of  1941"  at  the 

Arena  still  another  competitive  fac- 
tor. "Escape"  gave  the  Stanley  $19,- 

400  and  "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again," 
brought  the  Stanton  $5,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  13-15: 

The  Great  Dictator"   (U.  A.) ALDINE— (1,400)    (75c-$1.14)  7  days,  3rd eek.  Gross:  $14,100.   (Average,  $9,000) 
Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) ARCADIA— (600)    (35c-46c-57c)    7  days, 2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average,  $2,600) 
Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) BOYD— (2,400)       (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $7,000.  (Average, $13,000) 
[  Want  a  Divorce"  (Para.) EARLE— (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.  Vaudeville,  including  Ken  Murray, 

Dixie  Dunbar  and  her  Rhythmaires,  Milt 
Herth  Trio,  Betty  Atkinson,  Wynn  Mur- 

ray, Park  &  Clifford.  Gross:  $17,000.  (Aver- 
ge,  $14,000) The  Great  Profile"  (U.  A.) 
FAY'S— (2,190)      (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)   _  7 

days,  subsequent  run,  with  vaudeville  in- luding  St.  Claire  &  Yvonne,  Marnee,  Col- lins   &    Peterson,    Senator    Murphy,  Roy 
Smeck,  Jerry  &  Lilyan.  Gross:  $6,900.  (Av- rage,  $6,900) 
'Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
FOX— (3,000)       (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.  Gross:  $11,500.  (Average,  $13,000) 
Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,600.  (Average, 

$3,000) 
Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,100.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
'Escape"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days.  Gross:  $19,400.  (Average,  $14,000) 
Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) STANTON— (1.700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,300.  (Average,  $4,500) 

'Zorro'  at  $7,200 

Tops  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  21. — "The 

Mark  of  Zorro"  and  "Yesterday's 
Heroes"  drew  $7,200  at  the  Indiana 
in  a  week  of  moderately  good  grosses 
"Northwest  Mounted  Police"  took 
$7,500  at  the  Circle. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end 

ing  Nov.  14-15 : 

days. Gross : 

Testimony  Completed 
Middletown,  Conn.,  Nov.  21. — 

Testimony  in  the  cases  of  S  &  S 
Theatre  Corp.  and  Middlesex  Theatre 
Inc.,  against  Salvatore  Adorno,  their 
former  partner  and  general  manager 
has  been  completed. 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c) Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $6,000). 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
'Yesterday's  Heroes"  (ZOth-Fox) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days Gross:  $7,200.    (Average,  $5,500) 
The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)    (75c-$1.10)   7  days, reek.    Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
The  Great  Profile"  (ZOth-Fox) LYRIC  —  (2,000)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days 
Stage:    Russ    Morgan's    band    and  show Gross:  $9,300.    (Average,  $8,000) 

days 

2nd 

600  at  Associates 

21st  Annual  Dinner 
About  600  members  and  guests  of 

the  Motion  Picture  Associates  attend 

ed    the    organization's    21st  annual 
Thanksgiving  dinner  and  dance  Wed 
nesday  night  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Thi 
was  an  increase  of  about  100  over  last 
year's  attendance.  Henny  Youngman 
was  master  of  ceremonies  and  intro 
duced  stage  and  screen  personalities 
Jack  Ellis  extended  the  Associates official  welcome. 

'River,'  Stage  Show 

$19,000,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Nov.  21. — "East  of  the 

River"  grossed  $19,000  at  the  Palace 
with  N.  Y.  "Streets  of  Paris  Revue" 
on  the  stage.  "Escape"  drew  an  ex- cellent $14,500  at  the  State. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  14: 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $4,000) "Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME— (3,800)  (33c- 

39c-47c)  5  days.  Gross:  $4,800.  (7-day  Av- erage, $11,000) 
"I  Married  Adventure"  (Col.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
LAKE— (900)     (28c-40c)    7    days.  Gross: 

$1,300.    (Average,  $1,500) "East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
RKO    PALACE— (3,100)     (33c-47c-55c)  7 

days.    "Streets  of  Paris"  Revue  on  stage. Gross:  $19,000.    (Average,  $13,500) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S   STATE— (3,500)    (33c-39c-47c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $11,000) "Great  Dictator"  (U.  A) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (75c-$1.10) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Aver- 
age, $4,000) 

Rearranges  Schedule 

Columbus,  O.,  Nov.  21.— The  RKO 
Grand,  playing  a  double  feature  policy 
on  a  grind  basis,  will  rearrange  its 
schedule  to  permit  the  main  feature 
to  be  shown  at  9:15  P.  M.,  beginning 
Nov.  29,  thus  enabling  patrons  ar- 

riving late  to  see  both  features  before 
the  house  closes. 
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^FM- Actor  Fight 

Off  for  Present 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
Drder  which  required  musicians  to  re- 

fuse to  play  with  concert  instrumen- 
:alists  unless  the  latter  resigned  from 
AGMA  and  joined  the  A.  F.  M.  Petril- 
lo's  order  was  issued  in  August  but, 
3n  Aug.  29,  Justice  Ferdinand  Pecora 
stayed  its  enforcement. 
On  Wednesday,  Petrillo  asserted 

that  the  order  would  take  effect  forth- 
with. He  said  that  radio  stations, 

film  companies,  concert  halls  and  mu- 
sicians' union  locals  had  been  notified 

several  months  ago  and  Justice 
:  Steuer's  order  permitted  immediate enforcement.  The  stipulation  late 
Wednesday  afternoon,  however,  again 
withholds  effect  of  the  order,  this 
time  until  an  appeal  can  be  heard  and 
decided. 

Cora  Witherspoon,  AGMA  execu- 
tive secretary,  said  Wednesday  that 

the  board  meeting  that  morning  had 
been  "routine,"  and  no  appeal  to  other actor  unions  for  support  was  planned. 

Film  Supply  Swiss 

Theatres'  Problem 
Washington,  Nov.  21.  —  With 

American  product  still  retaining  a 
high  degree  of  popularity  with  Swiss 
audiences,  the  chief  problem  of  ex- 

hibitors is  obtaining  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  good  pictures,  in  view  of  the 

difficulties  of  shipment.  The  informa- 
tion has  been  supplied  to  the  Depart- 

ment of  Commerce  by  the  American 
consulate  in  Zurich. 

Beginning  in  August  of  this  year 
the  showing  of  domestic  newsreels 
became  obligatory  for  all  theatres  in 
Switzerland.  Gross  receipts  in  the 
country  during  the  first  half  of  1940 
were  reported  as  about  20  per  cent 
under  the  same  period  in  1939.  Ap- 

proximately 360  film  theatres  are  ope- 
rating in  the  country. 

Board  of  Academy 

Approves  Classes 
Hollywood,  Nov.  21. — The  board  of 

governors  of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  has  for- 

mally approved  plans  for  a  vocational 
school  in  which  courses  in  the  motion 
picture  would  be  offered  to  those 
employed  in  the  industry.  Question- 

naires will  be  mailed  shortly  to  pro- 
duction employes,  particularly  those 

in  the  younger  age  brackets,  to  de- 
termine how  many  will  take  the 

courses. 
The  board  tabled  a  project  for  es- 

tablishing a  film  museum  on  the  site 
occupied  by  the  former  Trocadero 
cafe,  the  consensus  being  that  such  an 
establishment  should  have  s^ace  for  a 
projection  room. 

Kodak  Exhibit  Burns 

The  Eastman  Kodak  Building  at  the 
World's  Fair  burned  Wednesday. Most  of  the  exhibits  had  been  re- 

moved. A  quantity  of  film  was  de- 
stroyed. 

Takes  Over  Conn.  House 
New  Britain,  Conn.,  Nov.  21.— P. 

S.  McCann,  Jr.,  has  assumed  opera- 
tion of  the  State,  which  he  formerly 

leased  to  John  Kata. 

Off  the  Antenna 

FRED  WEBER,  Mutual  general  manager,  telegraphed  all  the  network's affiliated  stations  Wednesday  urging  them  to  read  carefully  the  brief 
filed  on  behalf  of  Independent  Radio  Network  Affiliates  in  the  monopoly  pro- 

ceedings before  the  FCC  by  Paul  M.  Segal.  Weber  stated  that  the  brief, 
favoring  NBC  and  CBS  and  attacking  the  FCC  monopoly  committee  was  un- 

authorized. Following  the  filing  of  the  IRNA  brief  last  week,  the  FCC  secre- 
tary wired  to  all  IRNA  members  asking  whether  the  individual  members  had 

approved  it. 
•  •  • 

Program  News:  Stan  Shaw's  "Milkman's  Matinee"  will  be  heard  over 
WNEW  from  1  A.M.  through  7  instead  of  from  2-7  A.M.  starting  tomorrow. 
.  .  .  The  WEVD  "University  of  the  Air"  zvill  mark  its  eighth  anniversary 
Sunday,  Dee.  1,  from  9-11  P.M.  with  Dorothy  Thompson,  Irving  Berlin,  Lt. 
Gov.  Charles  Poletti,  Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  Hendrik  Willem  Van  Loon, 
Gertrude  Lawrence,  Elmer  Davis,  Luise  Rainer,  Fannie  Hurst,  Sigmund 
Spaeth,  Dr.  Frank  Kingdon,  Abraham  Cahan,  Howard  Diets,  Harold  J.  Rome, 
Dr.  George  Shuster  and  Thomas  J.  Lyons  participating. 

•  •  • 
NBC  is  now  experimenting  with  FM  for  its  television  sound  channel. 

The  immediate  plan  is  to  use  FM  for  90  minutes  while  the  test  pattern  is 
being  telecast  and  then  alternate,  at  five-minute  intervals,  with  AM  and 
FM. 

•  •  • 

BMI  has  closed  its  first  deal  with  a  performing  rights  society,  the  So- 
ciety of  Authors,  Composers  and  Editors  of  Music  in  Mexico  City,  it  was 

disclosed  Wednesday.  The  society  controls  about  20,000  musical  compositions, 
including  2,000  records.  Until  Dec.  31,  the  rights  are  controlled  by  Ascap 
through  Southern  Music  Co.  BMI  plans  a  campaign  to  popularize  Latin 
American  music  in  this  country,  partly  as  a  good  will  gesture  and  partly 
to  popularize  its  own  music. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Lady  Suzanne  Wilkins,  wife  of  Sir  Hubert  Wilkins,  the 

explorer,  will  make  her  bid  for  a  part  in  radio  when  she  appears  as  guest  on 
Arthur  Ford's  "What's  iwthe  World"  over  WBNX  today  at  2  P.M.  .  .  . 
Dr.  Syvil  Marquit,  zvho  conducts  "Psychology  for  Everyone"  over  WBNX, has  been  appointed  chief  psychologist  of  the  Brooklyn  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 
.  .  .  Charles  Carvajal,  formerly  production  manager  and  chief  of  the  Span- 

ish section  of  the  NBC  international  division,  has  resigned  to  become  an  in- 
dependent consultant  and  producer  of  programs  for  Latin  America. 

Royal  to  Mexico 
For  Inauguration 

John  F.  Royal,  NBC  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  inter- 

national relations,  will  leave 
by  plane  Wednesday  on  a 
good-will  tour  to  Mexico  and 
Guatemala.  He  will  be  guest 
at  the  inauguration  in  Mexico 
City  of  Gen.  Manuel  Avilla 
Camacho  as  president  of 
Mexico  and  will  confer  with 
broadcasters  there.  Royal  will 
then  fly  to  Guatemala  to 
speak  with  Government  offi- 

cials about  industry  problems. 

CBS  Planning  FM 

Station  in  Chicago 

Washington,  Nov.  21. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

received  an  application  from  the  Col- 
umbia Broadcasting  System  for  an 

FM  station  in  Chicago  to  operate  on 
44,900  kilocycles,  covering  16,100 
square  miles  with  a  population  of 
6,431,310,  and  a  request  for  increase 
of  night  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts  from  Station  WTAG,  Wor- 

cester, Mass. 
The  Commission  also  has  received  an 

application  for  a  change  of  frequency 
from  1,010  to  740  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  5,000  to  50,000 
watts  from  Station  KQW,  San  Jose, 

Cal. Buy  Maugham  Novel Film  rights  to  W.  Somerset  Mau- 
harh's  "The  Moon  and  Sixpence"  have 
been  acquired  by  M-G-M. 

CBS  Stock  Change 

Reported  by  SEC 
Washington,  Nov.  21. — Disposition 

by  gift  of  397  shares  of  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  Class  B  common 
stock  by  Leon  Levy,  director,  Phila- 

delphia, in  September,  reducing  his 
holdings  to  42,365  shares  of  Class  B, 
and  sale  by  Herbert  V.  Akerberg, 
officer,  New  York,  of  28  shares  of 
Class  A  common,  his  entire  interest, 
were  reported  tonight  by  the  Securi- 

ties and  Exchange  Commission. 
For  the  first  time  in  a  considerable 

period,  the  commission's  semi-monthly summary  of  transactions  of  officers 
and  directors  in  the  securities  of  their 
corporations  carried  no  reports  of  film 
stock  changes. 

New  Haven  Union 

Names  Baslicado 
New  Haven,  Nov.  21.— Local  273 

of  the  projectionists  union  for  the 
New  Haven- Ansonia-Derby  territory 
elected  Anthony  Baslicado  president 
at  the  28th  annual  election  meeting. 
Other  officers  include:  Matthew 

Kennedy,  business  agent,  reelected  for 
the  sixth  consecutive  year ;  Nick  Vil- 
lano,  vice-president ;  Ernest  DeGrosse, 
secretary  ;  Edward  Boppert,  treasurer. 
In  addition  to  the  officers,  Myron 
Wheaton  and  John  Griffiths,  Jr.,  serve 
on  the  executive  board.  Contracts  for 
this  territory,  expired  this  Fall,  have 
not  yet  been  renewed. 

WKRC  Musician  Dies 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  21. — Raymond 

Moore,  34,  staff  musician  at  WKRC, 
local  Mutual  affiliate,  died  at  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital  here. 
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See  New  Sales 

Formula  Need 

Under  Decree 

10 Contracts  Needed  to 
Sell  50  Films 

Home  office  officials  state  that  new- 
formulas  of  operation  will  be  required 
in  sales,  when  the  trade  show  and 
block-of-five  provisions  of  the  New 
York  case  consent  decree  become  ef- 

fective next  year. 
It  is  believed  that  under  the  new 

provisions,  10  contracts  will  be  re- 
quired for  a  program  of  50  pictures, 

where  one  suffices  now.  Such  a  condi- 
tion, the  experts  hold,  may  tend  to 

slow  up  sales  because  of  the  com- 
paratively longer  time  which  will  be 

required  for  approval  of  that  many 
more  contracts. 
Thus  a  company  which  normally 

sells  to  10,000  accounts  will  require 
100,000  contracts,  under  the  new  pro- 
visions. 
How  to  meet  this  problem  when  the 

provisions  go  into  effect,  they  state,  is 
now  occupying  much  of  their  atten- tion. 

CEA  Seeks  Shift  in 

Theatre  Schedules 

London,  Nov.  24. — A  new  move  is 
being  made  by  the  London  Branch  of 
the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Asso- 

ciation which  may  result  in  a  com- 
plete change  of  theatre  opening  hours 

and  program  routine. 
The  first  move  will  come  at  a  meet- 

ing of  the  London  Branch  this  week 
at  which  proposals,  already  having 
general  support,  will  be  made  for 
seven-day  licensing  of  theatres,  with 
all-week  programs  replacing  the  cur- 

rent bi-weekly  programs.  Shorter  pro- 
grams also  are  being  suggested  with 

recommendations  being  made  for  two- 
hour  shows. 

Meanwhile,  the  national  C.  E.  A.  is 
preparing  to  present  its  recommenda- 

tions for  unconditional  Sunday  per- 
formances to  the  Home  Office. 

Selznick  Departs 

On  Return  to  Coast 
David  O.  Selznick  left  for  Chicago 

last  night  en  route  to  the  Coast  after 
an  extended  stay  in  the  East. 

Prior  to  his  departure  he  said  he 
had  no  definite  production  plans  but 
expected  to  decide  on  his  next  picture 
within  two  or  three  weeks  following 
his  arrival  on  the  Coast.  Selznick  will 
leave  Chicago  by  train  on  Thursday. 

10  Plays  Performed 

Under  Sunday  Plan 

Ten  legitimate  stage  pro- 
ductions were  put  on  yester- 

day, the  first  Sunday  perform- 
ances to  be  given  under  the 

new  Actors  Equity  ruling 
permitting  them.  The  casts 
were  paid  the  same  rate  as 
for  weekdays. 
The  shows  which  played 

were:  "Beverly  Hills,"  "Blind 
Alley,"  "Charlie's  Aunt,"  "Hell- 
zapoppin',"  "George  Washing- 

ton Slept  Here,"  "Johnny  Be- 
linda," "Kind  Lady,"  "The 

Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner," 
"Tobacco  Road"  and  "Separate 

Rooms." 

ARBITRATION  SET 

TO  START  AT  ONCE 

Warners  Report 

Net  of  $2,747,472 

Net  profit  of  $2,747,472,  after  all 
charges  and  provision  for  Federal 
income  taxes,  is  reported  by  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  Aug.  31,  1940  (53  weeks). 
Operating  profit  for  the  preceding  fis- 

cal year  ending  Aug.  26,  1939,  which 
covered  a  period  of  52  weeks,  was 
$1,740,907. Gross  income  for  the  1940  fiscal 
vear  was  $100,337,092,  as  compared 
with  $102,083,131  for  the  preceding 
fiscal  year. 
The  companv  reports  current  and 

working  assets  of  $25,935,974,  of 
which  $7,709,982  is  cash,  and  cur- 

rent liabilities  of  §15,610,963.  Total 
assets  aggregate  $166,712,373,  includ- 

ing good  will,  listed  at  $8,331,776.  Cost 
of  sales  and  expense  for  the  year 
was  $88,680,544,  of  which  $59,547,286 
was  operating  and  general  expenses. 

In  addition  to  the  operating  profit, 
the  company  had  a  net  credit  to  earned 
surplus  in  the  amount  of  $85,811,  and 

(Continued  on  page  10) 

Pan-American  Film 

Opening  Metro  Plan 
M-G-M  plans  to  hold  simultaneous 

premieres  of  "Flight  Command"  in Washington,  Havana,  Mexico  City 
and  Toronto  on  Dec.  17.  The  open- 

ing is  planned  as  a  salute  to  Pan- 
American  Aviation  Day. 
The  Washington  opening  is  to  be 

held  at  Loew's  Capitol  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  National  Aeronautic  As- 

sociation, with  Government  officials 
expected  to  attend.  The  plan  is  said 
by  M-G-M  to  be  an  outgrow  th  of  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  di- 

rector-general of  the  Pan-American 
Union,  that  "the  motion  picture  indus- 

try might  wish  to  give  recognition  to 
Pan-American  Aviation  Day."  The 
film  stars  Robert  Taylor  and  was  di- 

rected by  Frank  Borzage. 

Tax  Total  Trebles 

For  Four  Months 

Of  Low  Exemption 

Washington,  Nov.  24. — Federal admission  tax  collections  nearly  trebled 
in  the  first  four  months  of  application 
of  the  lower  exemption,  it  is  disclosed 
by  the  monthly  report  of  the  Internal Revenue  Bureau. 

October  collections  of  $6,628,430, 
comparing  with  $5,851,655  in  Septem- 

ber and  $1,727,931  in  October,  1939, 
brought  receipts  for  the  period  from 
July  1  to  the  end  of  last  month  to 
$18,537,345,  compared  with  $6,627,905 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
it  was  announced. 

For  the  first  10  months  of  the  cal- 
endar year,  bureau  records  show,  col- lections reached  $29,705,117  against 

$15,783,133  in  1939. 
Receipts  from  the  Third  New  York 

(Broadway)  District  topped  $1,000,- 
000  for  the  first  time,  aggregating 
$1,103,234,  of  which  $1,047,464  was 
from  theatre  admissions,  including 
season  tickets,  $50,652  from  admis- 

sions to  roof  gardens  and  cabarets  and 
$5,118  from  tickets  sold  by  brokers. 
In  September,  total  receipts  were 
$936,  86,  of  which  $881,250  was  from 
theatre  admissions,  and  in  October, 
1939,  collections  were  only  $277,256, 
of  which  $232,534  was  from  admis- sions, the  bureau  reported. 

Rifkin,  Hulling  on 

Monogram  Board 

Hollywood,  Nov.  24.  —  Herman 
Rifkin,  veteran  New  England  exhibi- 

tor and  one  of  the  founders  of  Mono- 
gram Pictures,  was  elected  a  vice- 

president  and  director  of  Monogram 
yesterday. 
Mel  Hulling  of  San  Francisco, 

West  Coast  district  manager  for  the 
company,  also  was  elected  a  director, 
succeeding  Thomas  P.  Loach,  former 
vice-president,  who  resigned  recently. 

Ray  E.  Young  was  elected  treas- urer, a  post  which  was  held  by  Loach also. 

Edward  Golden,  Monogram  vice- 
president  and  distribution  head,  who 
resigned  recently,  said  today  that  he 
would  enter  production  here  and  that 
a  new  corporation  for  the  project  is 
now  being  formed  in  New  York. 

A. A. A.  Makes  Facilities 
Available  Pending 
Industry  Setup 

Arbitration  of  exhibitor  com- 
plaints through  the  facilities  of  the 

American  Arbitration  Association 
will  be  begun  immediately  for  any 
exhibitors  desiring  to  file  com- 

plaints at  this  time,  officials  of  the 
Association  announced  over  the 
weekend. 

The  arbitration  provisions  of 
the  consent  decree  became  ef- 

fective with  the  signing  of  the 
document  by  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard  last  Wed- 

nesday. The  industry's  own  ar- bitration machinery  will  not  be 
ready  to  function  until  early  in 
February.  However,  the  com- 

plete national  facilities  of  the 
A.A.A.  will  be  made  available 
in  the  meantime  to  exhibitors 
anxious  to  bring  complaints  for 
arbitration  before  then,  as  a 

result  of  the  Association's  ac- tion. 
The  A.A.A.  facilities  include  a 

total  of  7,000  arbitrators,  located  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  It  has  rep- 

resentation in  every  exchange  center 
in  which  local  boards  for  the  indus- 

try will  be  set  up  later.  Any  exhibi- 
tor who  qualifies  under  the  rules  of 

arbitration  included  in  the  consent  de- 
cree may  file  a  complaint  with  the 

A.A.A.  in  any  exchange  city,  and  ef- 
forts will  be  made  at  once  to  have 

qualified  complaints  arbitrated.  Pre- 
sumably, the  only  requirement  is  that (.Continued  on  page  10) 

M-G-M  Studio  Fire 

Damage  Is  Slight 

Culver  City,  Nov.  24.— Fire of  unknown  origin  destroyed  a 
scene  dock  and  storage  struc- 

ture on  M-G-M's  back  lot 
early  Saturday  before  being 
brought  under  control.  The 
loss  is  believed  to  be  incon- 

siderable, since  the  warehouse 
contained  only  seldom  used 
scenery  and  the  scene  dock 
was  regarded  as  obsolete.  The 
property  was  insured. Neither  current  nor  future 
production  activity  will  be  af- 

fected by  the  fire.  One  studio 
fireman  and  another  employe 
were  injured  fighting  the 
blaze. 



2 Motion  Picture  Daily Monday,  November  25,  1940 

Scully  Drive  Plans 

Set  at  4U'  Session 

Personal  Mention 

Universal  district  sales  managers 
formulated  plans  for  the  company's William  A.  Scully  testimonial  sales 
drive  at  their  two-day  meeting  at  the 
Astor  Hotel  here  over  the  weekend. 

Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal  presi- 
dent, addressed  the  meeting  and 

Scully  described  forthcoming  prod- 
uct and  sales  plans  for  the  new  pic- 

tures. Others  present  included:  F. 
J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  sales  man- 

ager; W.  J.  Heineman,  Western  sales 
manager ;  Lou  Pollock,  Eastern  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  manager  ;  Hank 
Linet  and  Morris  Allin,  assistants, 
and  the  following  district  managers  ; 
Jules  Lapidus,  Eastern  district;  Dave 
Miller,  Cleveland ;  Harry  D.  Graham, 
Atlanta ;  A.  J.  O'Keefe,  Los  Angeles ; E.  T.  Gomersall,  Chicago,  and  J.  E. 
Garrison,  Kansas  City. 

Scully  left  last  night  for  Detroit 
to  begin  a  week's  tour  of  Midwest- ern exchanges. 

750  Attend  Warner 

Club  Annual  Dance 
The  Warner  Club,  home  office  em- 

ploye organization  of  Warners,  held 
its  first  annual  Thanksgiving  dinner 
and  dance  Saturday  night  at  the  Hotel 
Commodore  with  about  750  members 
and  guests  attending.  The  affair  was 
in  charge  of  Martin  Bennett,  vice- 
president.  Nat  Fellman,  assistant  to 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  Theatres 
head,  is  president. 

Bob  Chester  and  his  orchestra  pro- 
vided the  music.  Personalities  present 

included  Priscilla  Lane,  Red  Skelton, 
Harriet  Hilliard  and  Ozzie  Nelson. 

T  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia  for- 
«J  •  eign  manager,  returned  late  last 
week  from  an  extended  South  Ameri- 

can business  trip. 
• 

Mrs.  Al  Sherman,  wife  of  the 
Columbia  publicist,  is  in  French  Hos- 

pital being  treated  for  severe  burns 
received  in  an  accident  at  her  home 
late  last  week. 

• 

Henry  Wolper,  M-G-M  office  man- 
ager in  Boston,  celebrates  a  birthday today. 

• 

Gordon  Wilson,  M-G-M  booker  at 
the  Los  Angeles  branch,  is  the  father 
of  a  girl,  Nancy  Lee. • 

Ethel  Moore  of  the  M-G-M  Dallas 
branch  is  recuperating  in  St.  Paul's Hospital,  that  city,  after  an  operation. 

• 
Don  Reeve  of  the  Paramount  pub- 

licity department,  and  son  of  Arch 
Reeve,  advertising  director  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  is  recovering  after  an 
emergency  appendix  operation  at  St. 
Luke's  Hospital  Wednesday  night. 

FL.  HARLEY,  British  managing •  director  for  20th  Century-Fox,  is 
planning  a  Clipper  trip  here  for  the Christmas  holidays. 

• 

Ed  Finney,  producer  of  Tex  Rit- ter  westerns  for  Monogram  release, 
returned  to  the  Coast  Saturday  after 
a  few  days  here. • 

Grace  Rossi  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
was  married  on  Saturday  to  Carmen 
Mascoli,  manager  of  the  Alhambra 

in  Waterbury,  at  St.  Luce's  Church. • 
George  E.  Wolf,  usher  at  the 

Skouras  Victory  Theatre,  Bayside 
West,  L.  I.,  produced  and  directed  a 
16mm.  film  which  was  shown  Friday 

night. • 
Mildred  Johnson,  biller  at  the 

Paramount  office  in  Des  Moines,  was 
recently  married  to  John  Begley  of that  city. 

• 
H.  J.  Yates,  Republic  president, 

has  arrived  on  the  Coast  for  pro- 
duction conferences  at  the  studio. 

Zenn  Kaufman  to  Be 

Ampa  Chief  Speaker 
Zenn  Kaufman,  a  sales  counselor 

who  has  written  several  books  on  ad- 
vertising and  sales  promotion,  and  has 

lectured  before  many  advertising- clubs  throughout  the  country,  will  be 
the  principal  speaker  at  the  Ampa 
luncheon  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Edison 
Thursday. 

Victor  Mature,  a  player,  also  will 
appear. 

M-M-M!  SOUNDS  GOOD  TO  ME!" 
When  your  theatre  has  the  double 
protection  of  an  Altec  sound  serv- 

ice agreement  and  an  Altec  booth 
parts  agreement,  you  can  relax! 
Yes,  you  can  devote  all  your  time 

and  thought  to  showmanship  and 
exploitation — for  Altec  takes  pro- 

jection room  worries  off  your 
shoulders  for  good!  Change  to 
Altec  today! 

.ALTEC 

250  West  57tb  Street,  New  York  City 

CHANGE  TO  ALTEC  SERVICE  •  A  CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER 

Greenthal  to  Study 

New  Film  Campaigns 
Monroe  Greenthal,  newly  appointed 

director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  United  Artists,  is  due  back  in 
about  10  days  from  conferences  at  the 
studio  with  Maurice  Silverstone,  chief 
of  world  wide  operations,  and  other 
U.  A.  executives. 
Among  the  advertising  campaigns 

on  forthcoming  product  to  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  conferences  will  be  those 

on  "So  Ends  Our  Night,"  Loew- 
Lewin  film  ;  "Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop," 
produced  by  Richard  Rowland ;  a  new 
Alexander  Korda  film  ;  "That  Uncer- 

tain Feeling,"  made  by  Ernst  Lu- 
bitsch ;  James  Roosevelt's  "Pot;  o' Gold,"  and  Ha!  Roach's  "Broadway 

Limited." 
Mexico  Police  Guard 

'Pastor  Hair  Showing 
Mexico  City,  Nov.  24.— A  heavy 

police  guard  has  been  assigned  to  the 
swank  Cine  Chino  Palacio  here  as  a 
result  of  pro-Nazi  disturbances  and 
demonstrations  directed  against  the 
showing  of  "Pastor  Hall,"  a  United 
Artists  release,  showing  in  Mexico 

under  the  title,  "The  Martyr." Numerous  telephoned  threats  that 
the  theatre  would  be  bombed  unless 
the  picture  was  withdrawn  were  re- 

ceived by  the  management  and  Were 
followed  by  stench  and  tear  gas  bombs 
and  milder  disturbances  within  the 
house. 

Since  the  German  legation  has  not 
protested  the  showing  of  the  film,  po- 

lice attributed  the  disturbances  to  ir- 
responsible agitators.  This  is  the  first 

occasion  in  years  that  a  local  theatre 
has  found  it  necessary  to  have  a  police 

guard. 

Donates  Ambulance 

Des  Moines,  Nov.  24.— A.  H. 
Blank,  head  of  Tri-States 
Theatre  Corp.,  and  Mrs.  Blank 
have  presented  a  check  for 
$1,150  to  the  Des  Moines 
Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross  for 
purchase  of  an  ambulance  to 
be  sent  to  England.  The  am- bulance is  to  be  purchased  in 
New  York  and  will  bear  a 
small  plaque  showing  the 
name  and  home  of  the  donor. 

Complete  Chest  Quotas 

Des  Moines,  Nov.  24— Sam  Horo- 
witz, head  of  Affiliated  Enterprises, 

Inc.,  and  Myron  Blank  of  Central 
States  Theatres,  team  captains  on  the- 

atres and  amusements,  were  the  first 
in  the  1940  Community  Chest  drive 
here  to  make  their  quotas  of  $4,700. 

Metro  Officials  Go 

To  Flynn  Testimonial 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales 

manager ;  T.  J.  Connors,  E.  M  Saund- ers and  H.  M.  Richey  left  last  night 
for  Detroit  where  they  will  attend  the 
Variety  Club  testimonial  there  tonight 
for  Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  Central  dis-1 
trict  manager,  who  is  transferring  his 
headquarters  from  Detroit  to  Chicago. 
Rodgers  and  Saunders  will  return 

to  New  York  tomorrow.  Richey 
goes  to  Indianapolis  from  Detroit  to 
attend  the  convention  of  Allied  The- 

atre Owners  of  Indiana,  tomorrow  and 
Wednesday.  He  will  address  a  meet- 

ing of  Monroe,  Mich.,  luncheon  clubs 
Thursday,  before  returning  to  New 
York. 

Carolina  T.  O.  Meet 

To  Hear  Kuykendall 

Charlotte,  Nov.  24. — Ed  Kuyken- 
dall, M.  P.  T.  O.  A.  president,  will 

address  the  annual  meeting  of  the  M. 
P.  T.  O.  A.  of  North  and  South  Caro- 

lina, to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Charlotte 
here  Dec.  1  and  2,  Mrs.  Walter  Grif- 

fith, secretary  of  the  local  organiza- 
tion, announced  today.  Other  speakers 

at  the  meeting  will  be :  Roy  Rosser, 
H.  E.  Buchanan,  Roy  Rowe  and  W. 
M.  Conn  of  the  local  organization. 

Conn.  MPTO  to  Meet 

In  New  Haven  Today 

New  Haven,  Nov.  24. — The  Con- 
necticut M.P.T.O.  will  meet  tomor- 

row at  Ceriani's  Restaurant,  with  vice- 
president  Irving  C.  Jaocks,  Jr.,  pre- 

siding. Executive  secretary  Herman 
M.  Levy  will  report  on  the  hearing 
on  the  consent  decree  before  Judge 
Goddard  in  the  New  York  Federal 
District  Court. 
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BUSINESS  BEFOR 

( Christmas  will  take  care  of  itself) 

When  the  exhibitors,  who  now  head  Universal,  operated 

theatres,  they  knew  that  everyone  was  a  great  showman 

on  Christmas  Day.  But  they  also  knew  that  Christmas 

Week  profits  disappeared  into  thin  air  after  the  pre -Christmas 

expenses  were  deducted.  It  was  only  natural  therefore  that  their 

motto  should  be  "Business  Before  Christmas"! 

They  fought  for  the  best  pictures  they  could  get  and  they 

campaigned  them  with  all  their  energy  and  resources — AND  any 

number  of  ti  mes  they  licked  the  old  bugaboo  about  pre -Christmas 

slumps;  they  did  business! 

Today,  as  distributors,  these  men  feel  the  same  way  about  it.  To 

every  real  showman  in  America  they  say:  "Tell  tradition  to  take  a 

sneak!  Here  are  two  of  our  most  important  pictures.  In  star  value, 

in  production,  in  every  detail,  they  have  potentiality  for  high  grosses 

NOW,  before  Christmas!  You'll  get  one  of  these  on  November 

28th;  you'll  get-ihe  other  on  December  13th!  Prints  are  ready! 

Campaigns  are  ready!  And  business  is  ready  —  always  ready  —  if 

you've  got  pictures  like  'The  Bank  Dick'  and  'Trail  of  the  Vigilantes'." 

Go  out  and  get  those  dollars  that  are  waiting  for  you  between 

now  and  December  25th! 

"Christmas  will  take  care  of  itself!" 



CHRISTMAS 

V 

For  National  Release  NOVEMBER  28th! 

W.C.  FIELDS 

in 

41 

The  bank  Dick 

with  Una  Merkel  •  Richard  PurcelF 

Shemp  Howard*  Franklin  Pangborn •  Grady  Sutton 

Jessie  Ralph  •  Cora  Witherspoon 

Original  Screenplay  by  Mahatma  Kane  Jeeves 

Directed  by  EDWARD  CLINE 

UNIVERSA 

For  National  Release  DECEMBER  13*! 

TRAIL  of  the 

VIGILANTES 

starring 

FRANCHOT  TONE 

Wl th 
Warren  William  •  Brodertck  Crawford 

AndyDevine  •  Mischa  Auer 

Porter  Hall 'Peggy  Moran 

Directed  by  ALLAN  DWAN 
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To  Reopen  English 

Army  Picture  Talks 

London,  Nov.  24. — A  way  out  of 
the  impasse  which  developed  when  the 
trade  refused  to  cooperate  with  the 
Government  in  the  Army  Council  plan 
for  the  latter  to  exclusively  handle 
the  supply  of  film  for  troops,  is  seen 
here  now. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Army  Coun- 
cil, with  its  authority  and  position 

clarified,  may  ask  the  Cinematograph 
Exhibitors  Association  and  the  Kine- 
matograph  Renters  Society  (distribu- 

tors) to  meet  for  a  fresh  consideration 
of  the  whole  problem  of  screen  enter- 

tainment for  troops. 
The  new  development  follows  a 

meeting  at  which  Sir  John  Anderson, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  declared  the  Gov- 

ernment was  taken  aback  and  seri- 
ously embarrassed  by  the  trade's  atti- tude in  the  matter.  He  said  the  Army 

Welfare  Council  considers  films  an 
essential  part  of  the  welfare  of  the 
troops.  The  trade  representatives  out- 

lined their  objections  to  the  Govern- 
ment plan  at  the  meeting.  A  recent 

check  shows  65  units  of  the  present 
film  supply  organization  operating  in 
Great  Britain  in  the  supply  of  films 
for  troops. 

Strike  Is  Settled  in 

2  Mexican  Houses 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  24. — The  strike 
to  prevent  reduction  of  pay  and  per- 

sonnel that  closed  the  Eslava  and 
Variedades  Theatres  in  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz  for  some  time  has  been 
satisfactorily  settled  as  the  exhibitors 
decided  to  drop  their  decision,  accord- 

ing to  the  National  Cinematographic 
Workers  Union. 

The  person  writing  Mexico's  best picture  script  of  the  year  is  to  receive 
one  of  the  seven  arts  and  sciences 
prizes  of  $2,100  each,  as  Congress  has 
approved  the  proposition  of  the  Minis- 

try of  Public  Education  to  grant  such 
annual  awards.  The  winners  are  to 
be  selected  by  a  committee  represent- 

ing the  Ministry  and  the  National 
University  of  Mexico. 

Priscilla  Lane  Is 

Guest  at  W.  B.  Party 
Priscilla  Lane  was  guest  at  a  War- 

ner cocktail  party  at  the  Gotham 
Hotel  Friday. 
Among  those  attending  were : 

Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  Sam  Shain,  Sheila  Bromley, 
Jacob  Wilk,  Mitchell  Rawson,  Julius 
and  Philip  Epstein,  Sid  Rechetnik, 
Alice  Thompson,  Ozzie  Nelson,  Har- 

riet Hilliard,  Irving  Windish,  Bob 
Williams,  Herbert  Colin. 

Morrison  Rites  Held 
Joan,  Constance  and  Barbara  Ben- 

nett arrived  from  Hollywood  by  plane 
over  the  weekend  to  attend  the  funeral 
Saturday  of  their  mother,  Adrienne 
Morrison,  at  Old  Lyme,  Conn.  Also 
attending  were  Walter  Wanger,  Lady 
Ashley  and  Morton  Downey.  Mrs. 
Morrison,  former  wife  of  Richard 
Bennett,  died  last  Wednesday  of  a 
heart  attack. 

7th  'Dictator'  Week 
"The  Great  Dictator"  will  be  held 

for  a  seventh  week  at  the  Capitol,  it 
was  decided  over  the  weekend.  The 
two-a-day  run  at  the  Astor  continues. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Tin  Pan  Alley" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  24 

MANY  times  since  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  was  released  so 
successfully  Hollywood  has  gathered  at  a  preview  of  a  film  de- 

signed to  duplicate  that  one,  and  dispersed,  convinced  that  the  effort 
hadn't  come  off.  It  was  a  correspondingly  elated  audience  that  emerged 
from  the  preview  of  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  to  declare  that  this  time  "Alex- 

ander" has  been  matched,  if  not  excelled.  The  audience  had  a  grand 
night  at  the  preview. 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  relies,  as  did  "Alexander,"  upon  a  score  made  up 
of  song  hits  of  the  years  when  syncopation  was  in  its  infancy,  radio 
had  not  been  born  and  a  song  lived  longer  in  the  land  and  deeper  in  the 
consciousness  of  the  populace.  Outstanding  in  a  patchwork  of  memora- 

ble numbers  are  "America,  I  Love  You,"  "Goodbye,  Broadway,  Hello 
France,"  and  "Katy,"  each  built  up  in  delivery  to  a  pitch  which  had 
Hollywood  humming  and  whistling  them  next  day.  Matching  them  for 
lilt,  tunefulness  and  rhythm  is  a  new  number  by  Harry  Warren  and 
Mack  Gordon. 

Stars  of  the  picture  are  Alice  Faye,  Betty  Grable,  John  Payne  and 
Jack  Oakie,  with  Allen  Jenkins,  Esther  Ralston,  the  Nicholas  Brothers, 
Elisha  Cook,  Jr.,  Billy  Gilbert,  Princess  Vanessa  Amnion,  the  Brian 
Sisters,  Roberts  Brothers,  John  Loder,  Ben  Carter  and  many  more  in 
support.  Production  by  Kenneth  MacGowan  and  direction  by  Walter 

Lang  are  in  the  "Alexander"  tradition. 
Scene  of  the  story,  written  by  Robert  Ellis  and  Helen  Logan  from  an 

original  by  Pamela  Harris,  is  New  York's  Tin  Pan  Alley  as  of  1915-T9. 
Here  Wayne  and  Oakie,  improvident  song  publishers,  find  fortune  and 
failure,  poverty  and  riches,  in  the  field  of  their  selection,  winding  up 
in  the  A.  E.  F.  and,  finally,  back  home  again,  with  the  girls  whose 
careers  have  been  interwoven  with  theirs,  marching  beside  them  in  a 
homecoming  parade.  Incidents  devised  in  the  course  of  the  narrative 
afford  occasion  for  virtually  unbroken  delivery  of  song  numbers,  sung, 
danced  and  played  in  every  variation  of  presentation. 

Running  time,  92  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma" 
(Monogram) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  24. — Seventeenth  in  the  series  of  Tex  Ritter  west- 
erns and  announced  as  the  first  to  be  produced  under  augmented  budgets 

recently  announced,  this  number  presents,  both  as  entertainers  and 
actors,  Bob  Wills  and  his  Playboys,  cowboy  band  outfit  popular  in  daily 
broadcasts  in  the  Southwest  and  semi-weekly  over  NBC  nationally.  The 
aggregation  contributes  eight  musical  numbers,  Ritter  taking  part  in 
some  of  them. 

Stronger  in  story  than  most  westerns,  "Take  Me  Back  to  Oklahoma" has  to  do  with  the  efforts  of  outlaws  to  gain  possession  of  a  stagecoach 
line  owned  by  a  young  woman.  They  succeed  by  way  of  murdering 
drivers  and  wrecking  coaches,  concentrating  finally  on  the  elimination 
of  Tex  when  he  comes  to  town.  Big  scene  of  the  picture,  and  big  it  is 
in  thrill  and  action,  is  a  race  between  stagecoaches  with  the  state  fran- 

chise at  stake. 
Produced  by  Ed  Finney  and  directed  by  Al  Herman,  the  picture  sup- 

plies Slim  Andrews,  Terry  Walker,  Bob  McKenzie,  Earl  H.  Chett  and 
Donald  Curtis,  among  others,  in  support  of  Ritter. 

Running:  time,  64  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Meet  the  Missus 
(Republic) 
The  popular  Republic  series  on  the  Higgins  Family  is  on  view  with 

another  episode,  "Meet  the  Missus,"  but  the  cast,  with  the  exception  of 
Lois  Ranson,  is  entirely  new.  Roscoe  Karns,  as  Joe ;  Ruth  Donnelly,  as 
Lil. ;  Spencer  Charters,  as  Grandpa;  George  Ernest,  as  young  Sidney, 
and  Polly  Moran,  as  Widow  Jones,  make  up  the  new  Higgins  family. 

"Meet  the  Missus"  starts  off  with  Sidney  losing  some  $5,000  worth 
of  negotiable  bonds,  follows  with  the  efforts  of  the  rest  of  the  Higginses 
to  borrow  the  $5,000  to  keep  Sidney  out -of  jail,  and  winds  up  with 
Grandpa  being  pursued  by  Widow  Jones,  and  Joe  being  chased  by  a 
jealous  lover. 

This  particular  adventure  in  the  Higgins'  lives  occasionally  fails  to 
sustain  interest.  Robert  North  was  associate  producer,  and  Mai  St. 
Clair  directed. 

Running  time,  68  minutes.   "G"*  Edward  Grelf 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Sunday  Pictures 
Win  on  Recount 

Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Nov.  24.— Ex- hibitors demanding  a  recount 
on  the  Sunday  film  vote,  orig- 

inally listed  as  losing  out 
here,  found  the  tables  turned 
on  the  second  count,  with  the 
measure  certified  in  favor  of 
Sunday  showings. 

New  'Wind'  Premiere 
Is  for  British  Relief 

The  anniversary  premiere  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  at  Loew's  Grand, 
Atlanta,  Dec.  12,  will  be  for  the  bene- 

fit of  the  British  War  Relief  Society, 
which  is  sponsoring  the  opening. 
Tickets  will  be  $5,  $2.50  and  $2.  The 
anniversary  premiere  is  prior  to  gen- 

eral release  of  the  film,  admission 
policy  for  which  will  also  be  half  the 
original  price.  A  citizens'  committee is  aiding  in  the  arrangements.  Vivien 
Leigh,  Laurence  Olivier  and  Hattie 
McDaniel  will  make  personal  appear- ances. 

Griffis  and  Mealand 

Pep  Club  Speaker 
Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the 

Paramount  executive  committee,  and 
Richard  Mealand,  Eastern  story  edi- 

tor, will  be  speakers  at  a  meeting  of 
the  educational  committee  of  the  Para- 

mount Pep  Club,  employes'  organiza- tion, at  the  home  office  tomorrow 
night.  Walter  B.  Cokell,  Paramount 
treasurer,  will  preside. 

Griffis  will  speak  on  "Banking  in 
Show  Business"  and  Mealand  on 
"How  Stories  Become  Films." 

Postpone  Canada 
Clearance  Parley 

Toronto,  Nov.  24. — The  meeting  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Section  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  to  consider 
further  steps  in  connection  with  the 
organization  of  the  National  Clearance 
Board  for  Canada,  has  been  postponed 
to  provide  time  for  further  study  of 
the  situation. 

The  board,  as  now  proposed,  would 
have  equal.,  representation  of  three 
members  each  from  the  circuit  in- 

terests and  from  the  independent  ex- 
hibitors. The  distributors,  however, 

have  requested  membership  places  as 
well.  Organized  independents  have  op- 

posed equal  representation  for  the  ex- changes. 

Davidson  Appointed 

Grierson  Assistant 
Toronto,  Nov.  24. — J.  D.  Davidson 

of  London,  England,  has  been  named 
assistant  commissioner  of  the  National 
Film  Board  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 

ment, of  which  John  Grierson  is  the 
commissioner.  Davidson  was  a  member 
of  the  Film  Section  of  the  Empire 
Marketing  Board  and,  more  recently, 
was  with  the  General  Post  Office  Film 
Unit  which  was  organized  in  Eng- 

land by  Grierson. 

Kuhn  Drops  W.  B.  Suit 
Fritz  J.  Kuhn,  former  leader  of  the 

German-American  Bund,  on  Friday 
discontinued  his  $5,000,000  libel  suit 
in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  against 
Warners,  Milton  Krims,  John  Wex- 
ley  and  Leon  G.  Turrou.  Suit  had 
charged  that  "Confessions  of  a  Nazi 
Spy"  had  libelled  the  plaintiff. 
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Short  Subject  Reviews 

"Sneak,  Snoop  and 

Snitch" ( Paramount) 
Three  of  the  characters  which  were 

originated  for  the  Fleischer  feature, 
"Gulliver's  Travels,"  here  are  seen 
attempting,  successfully,  to  steal  the 
king's  chest,  which  turns  out  to  con- 

tain a  Junior  G-Man  badge.  It  is  not 
more  than  average  cartoon  fare.  Run- 

ning time,  7  mins. 

"Motorcycle  Stunting" (Paramount ) 
A  Grantland  Rice  Sportlight,  with 

Ted  Husing  handling  the  narrative, 
this  subject  has  a  thrill  and  a  chill  in 
its  camera  record  of  the  stunts  of  the 
devotees  of  the  motorbike.  Seen  are 
lacers,  stunt  riders,  cross-country 
chases,  and  the  famous  "Lucky"  Teter, daredevil  extraordinary.  It  is  a  good 
subject.    Running  time,  10  mins. 

"The  Constable" 
(  Paramount) 
Gabby,  in  Lilliput,  is  the  constable, 

ordered  by  the  mayor  to  see  that  the 
thief  who  has  been  stealing  his  pigs  be 
apprehended.  He  disguises  himself  as 

a  pig,  finds  the  culprit  and  the  "Fagin" who  forces  him  to  steal.  There  are 
one  or  two  amusing  moments.  Run- 

ning time,  7  mins. 

"Mommy  Loves  Puppy" ( Paramount ) 
This  Fleischer  cartoon  tells  of  the 

mother  St.  Bernard  at  the  lonely  out- 
post, whose  puppy  goes  off  on  his  own 

rounds.  A  walrus  empties  his  cask 
with  amusing  results,  and  mother  ar- 

rives in  time  to  save  the  puppy  and 
mete  out  just  punishment.  Average 
cartoon  material.  Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Popular  Science,  JO-2" (Paramount) 
This  number  of  the  interesting-  series 

in  color  has  as  its  highlight  a  pictorial 
record  of  the  cutting  of  a  master  disc 
and  the  production  of  countless  phono- 

graph records  from  it.  A  small  boy's jacket  with  innumerable  pockets,  a 
kitchen  sequence  showing  a  variety  of 
handy  gadgets,  and  the  sun  dial  devel- 

oped by  a  Dallas  man  which  tells  ac- 
curate standard  time  complete  the  reel. 

Running  time,  10  mins. 

"March  of  Time,  No.  7" (RKO) 
"Arms  and  the  Men — U.  S.  A.,"  as 

the  latest  issue  of  "March  of  Time" 
is  called,  is  the  story  of  the  activities 
of  the  conscript  army.  Straying  casu- 

ally through  one  of  the  new  camps, 
the  camera  picks  up  characteristic 
and  amusing  touches  of  army  life. 
The  reel  starts  with  shots  portraying 
industry's  role  in  the  defense  pro- 

gram, then  the  views  of  camp  life,  and 
ends  with  the  civilian's  duties  under 
the  program.  A  timely  release  aided  by 
deft  direction.  Running  time,  19  mins. 

"Henry  Busse  and 

Orchestra" 
{  l ' ita phone) 

This  subject  presents  Henry  Busse's radio,  night  club  and  stage  orchestra 
in  a  group  of  popular  song  selections. 
Busse  plays  several  trumpet  solos  and 
a  vocalist  is  featured  in  a  number  of 
the  renditions.  The  sound  recording  is 
excellent  and  camera  work  is  worthy 
of  mention.  Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Alice  in  Movieland" 
(Vitaphone ) 
A  well-constructed  short  drama  of 

the  small  town  beauty  contest  winner 

who  gets  a  chance  to  "crash"  Holly- wood, this  subject  should  be  acceptable 
to  any  screen  audience.  In  addition  to" picturing  the  difficulties  of  winning  a 
place  in  Hollywood,  the  camera,  in 
side  excursions,  captures  some  of  the 
people,  scenes  and  places  which  help 
to  make  Hollywood  a  glamorous  name. 
The  subject  is  one  of  the  "Broadway 
Brevities"  series,  from  an  original 
story  by  Ed  Sullivan,  and  with  Joan 
Leslie,  Nana  Bryant  and  Clara  Blan- 
dick  in  the  cast.  Running  time,  20 
mins. 

"Mexican  Jumping 

Beans" 

i  /  'itaphone) 
The  Martinos,  a  Mexican  family  of 

acrobats,  go  through  their  routine  of 
spectacular  stunts  for  the  camera  in 
this  subject.  Their  skillful  and  diversi- 

fied feats  should  be  of  interest  to  av- 
erage film  aduiences.  The  subject  is 

well  photographed  and  includes  slow 
motion  shots  of  the  troupe's  more  com- plicated stunts.  Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Diary  of  a  Racing 

Pigeon" 

( Vitaphone) 
An  unusual  and  interesting  subject, 

picturing  the  life  and  training  -of  a 
racing  pigeon  from  egg  to  a  homing 
championship.  Scenes  from  actual  rac- 

ing competitions  and  uses  of  pigeons 
for  messenger  services  are  included  in 
the  subject.  Considerable  aerial  pho- 

tography against  scenic  backgrounds 
is  used  to  the  greater  pictorial  merit 
of  the  subject.  Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Stranger  Than  Fiction, 

No.  84" 

( l 'nivcrsal) 
Six  oddities  make  for  adequate  sub- 

ject matter  for  this  particular  type 
of  short.  They  are  a  slingshot  artist, 
a  male  crochet  expert,  the  disposal 
or  use  of  old  trolley  cars  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  a  miniature  tugboat,  an  Ala- 

bama convict  who  learned  of  his  abil- 
ity to  paint  in  prison  and  a  bird-fish 

at  an  Oregon  aquarium.  Running 
time,  9  mins. 

"Congamania" 
(Universal) 
This  is  a  diversified  and  entertain- 

ing musical  that  is  likely  to  prove  a 
strong  attraction  for  those  afflicted 
with  the  title  ailment.  Nick  Lucas  and 
Eddie  Durante  and  his  orchestra  are 
the  more  popular  of  the  entertainers, 
which  include  Nina  Orla,  Peggy  Car- 

roll, Jose  Casino  Dancers,  the  Flores 
Brothers,  Pepe  Guizar  and  the  Theo- 

dores. Running  time,  7  mins. 

'Torrid  Tempos' 
( Universal) 
The  popular  radio  group,  Six  Hits 

and  a  Miss,  and  Matty  Malneck  and 
his  orchestra  are  seen  in  a  gay  and 
sparkling  musical  short.  Others  on  the 
program  are  the  Stapletons,  tap 
dancers ;  Mary  Lou  Cook,  singer ; 
Jack  Gwynne,  suave  magician,  and 
Vivien  Fay,  ballerina.  Running  time, 
18  mins. 

GE/VE 

AU  TRY'S
 

"Have  a  cigar!  Have  a  Havana!  Vote  for  Honest  Gene  Autry  .  .  . 
the  best  in  the  West.  A  vote  for  Gene  Autry  is  a  vote  for  Gene  Autry 

.  .  .  that  means  two  votes  for  every  man.'' 

T 

"It's  tragic  .  .  .  it's  Waterloo  .  .  it's  Armageddon  . 

geddin'  mighty  sick  of  it!" 
and  Ah'm  a' 

"You  certainly  look  nice  today,  Miss  Veronica 

Godey  print. " 

just  like  an  old 

JIMMY  DURANTE*  ann  miller  and 
BARTON  MacLANE  •  BARBARA  ALLEN  (Vi raVague)  •  GEORGE  "Gabby"  HAYES  •  JEROME  COWAN  •  MARY  LEE 

JOSEPH  SANTLEY — DIRECTOR 



Amazing!  Daring!  Intimate 

Jbe  Smash  Best-Seller  ™ 

O^ow  A  Screen  Sensation! 

GINGER  ROGER 



>nuwd  ricu U-KAUIU! 

in  the  Sensational  Broadway 

'With  Vincent  'Youmans  J\dusic 

the  "7ea  for  7wo"  Romance  "NO,  NO,  NANETTE" with  RICHARD  CARLSON  •  VICTOR  MATURE  •  ROLAND  YOUNG 

HELEN  BRODERICK  •  ZASU  PITTS  •  EVE  ARDEN  •  TAMARA  •  BILLY  GILBERT  •  STUART  ROBERTSON 
From  the  Musical  Comedy,  "No,  No,  Ninette"  by  Frank  Mtndol,  Otto  Harbach,  Vincent  Youmans,  [mil  Nyitriy,  Music  by  Vincent  Youmans,  Lyrics  by  Irving  Caesar  8  Otto  Harbach 

Produced  and  "Directed  by 
HERBERT  WILCOX 
SCREEN  PLAY  BY  KEN  ENGLUND 

OYLE 
,s  Christopher  JWorley's 

White  Collar  Qirl" .  .  . 

nr&lkllP  kUAn/lHM    ■  ■■■■"■>  An  HI/1    ̂ *  •^atura^  History  oj  a  Woman 

Mh  DENNIS  MORGAN  'JAMES  CRAIG  eduardo  ciannelli-ernest  cossart 
LADYS  COOPER  .  Produced  by  DAVID  HEMPSTEAD  •  HARRY  E.  EDINGTON  Executive  Producer 

R  K  O 
RADIO 

PICURES 

DIRECTED  BY  SAM  WOOD 
(WHO  MADE  GOODBYE  MR.  CHIPS) 

Screen  Play  by  Dalton  Tnimbo  • Additional 
Dialogue  by  Donald  Ogden  Stewart 
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Arbitration  Ready 

To  Begin  At  Once 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  arbitrators  from  the  established 
A. A. A.  panels  must  have  had  no  con- 

nection with  the  film  or  theatre  indus- 
try at  any  time. 

"A. A. A.  officials  here  indicated  that they  believe  numerous  exhibitors  may 
be  anxious  to  file  complaints  involving 
clearance  and  run,  inability  to  buy 
sufficient  product,  forcing  of  shorts 
and  newsreels  and  other  accepted  sub- 

jects of  complaint  before  next  Febru- 
ary. They  also  pointed  out  that  the 

disposition  of  a  number  of  these  cases 
during  the  next  three  months  would 
aid  materially  in  lessening  the  ex- 

pected rush  to  file  complaints  when  the 
boards  are  opened  next  February. 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  A.A.A.,  left  for  Los  An- 
gles over  the  weekend  where  he  will 

begin  work  on  the  establishment  of  the 
first  industry  arbitration  board.  He 
will  complete  arrangements  for  the  es- 

tablishment of  boards  in  all  other  ex- 
change cities  before  returning  to  New- 

York  shortly  before  Christmas.  He 
plans  a  second  round  of  the  exchange 
cities  during  January  to  install  panels 
of  arbitrators  and  to  make  final  prep- 

arations for  the  opening  of  the  boards. 

Warners  Report  Net 

Profit  of  $2,747,472 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

an  increase  of  $75,135  in  capital  sur- 
plus, which  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 

year  was  $57,316,562. 
Due  to  further  losses  during  the 

year  of  foreign  revenue,  the  company 
has  decreased  its  ratio  of  foreign  in- 

come to  total  income  from  30  per 
cent  to  20  per  cent  for  amortization 
purposes,  resulting  in  additional  amor- 

tization charges  for  the  year  of 
$727,724. 

The  net  for  the  year  is  equivalent 
to  63  cents  per  share  on  the  common, 
after  provision  for  preferred  stock 
dividends,  compared  with  36  cents  per 
share  on  the  common  on  the  same 
basis  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  fis- 

cal year. 

Intervenes  in  Suit 

Against  Warners 
New  Haven,  Nov.  24. — Joseph 

Shulman,  doing  business  as  the  Plaza 
Theatre  Co.  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  again 
has  received  permission  from  the  court 
to  intervene  as  party  defendant  in  the 
clearance  suit  of  Lampert  Theatre  of 
Windsor,  Inc.,  against  Warners.  A 
similar  request  was  granted  Shulman 
last  Spring,  but  Judge  William  H. 
Comley  suggested  a  "fresh  start"  in a  recent  memorandum  because  of  tech- 

nical omissions  from  the  pleadings. 

Hold  Rites  for  Weiss 
Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 

day for  Alfred  Weiss,  67,  from  River- 
side Chapel.  Weiss,  pioneer  in  film 

production,  died  on  Wednesday.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  two  daugh- 

ters. Burial  was  in  Union  Fields, 
Brooklyn. 

Houses  Seek  Tax  Cut 
Rochester,  Nov.  24. — Suits  against 

the  city  over  tax  assessments  for  1941 
have  been  joined  by  two  theatres  here. 
Cuts  are  sought  by  the  owners  of  the 
RKO  Palace  Building  and  the  opera- 

tors of  the  Temple. 

Critics9  Quotes 

'Margie,'  Garber 

$11,000,  Milwaukee 

"BITTER  SWEET"  (M-G-M) 
Lavishly  staged,  evenly  paced,  and  the  music  and  story  have  been  nicely 

blended  together  ...  an  engaging  bit  of  screen  entertainment. — Kate  Cameron, 
New  York  Daily  News. 
Jeanette  MacDonald-Nelson  Eddy  fans  were  well  pleased  ...  a  piece  of  re- 

writing which  altered  the  original  mood  of  the  play  and  much  of  Coward's 
scintillating  dialogue  and  left  in  its  place  just  another  movie  operetta. — Lee 
Mortimer,  Nezv  York  Daily  Mirror. 
While  the  original  songs  remain  to  make  the  show  a  melodious  delight, 

much  of  the  charm  of  the  original  stage  presentation  in  1929  has  vanished. 
— Hoivard  Barnes,  Nezv  York  Herald  Tribune. 

For  the  idolatrous  fans  of  the  star  singers,  this  sugared  "Bitter  Sweet" 
may  be  a  delectable  dish.— Bosley  Crowther,  New  York  Times. 

"TIN  PAN  ALLEY"  (20th  Century-Fox) 
Full  bodied  popular  entertainment  because  it  is  directed  with  verve  and  deftly 

assembled  .  .  .  made  of  familiar  materials,  but  it  should  amuse  you,  neverthe- 
less.   Good  show. — Nezv  York  Times. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  bits  of  honest  entertainment  shown  on  any  movie 
screen  this  season. — Lee  Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

Compares  favorably  with  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band."  .  .  .  Director  Wal- 
ter Lang  has  done  a  fine  job  of  coordinating  the  old  tunes  with  the  movement 

of  the  story. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 
A  gay  and  lavish  musical  with  a  well-picked  cast  making  the  most  of  a 

story  that  achieves  a  neat  balance  of  tears  and  laughter  to  match  the  musical 
interludes  ...  as  rounded  entertainment  the  picture  is  richly  entertaining. — 
Hozvard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald  Tribune. 

"THE  LETTER"  (Warners) 
It's  hard  to  say  just  how  this  film  will  fare  at  the  box-office.  It's  unusual and  follows  none  of  the  prescribed  movie  rules.  There  are  many  who  may 

think  the  pace  is  too  deliberately  measured,  but  this  reviewer  personally  found 
it  one  of  the  most  engrossing  pictures  of  the  year. — Los  Angeles  Examiner. 
A  living  event  of  atmosphere  and  fine  acting  .  .  .  the  whole  manner  and 

mood  of  this  picture  are  superior  indeed,  and  it  is  likely  to  score  a  sensational 
hit. — Edwin  Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

"YOU'LL  FIND  OUT"  (RKO) 
Kyser  and  his  band  play  some  lively  and  melodious  tunes  which  help  a  lot 

fo  make  you  forget  how  trite  the  story  is. — William  Boehnel,  New  York 
World-  Telegram. 
Takes  all  the  hokum  of  old  mystery  thrillers  and  frankly  uses  it,  with  Kay 

Kyser  spoofing  story  and  himself  all  the  time  ...  in  the  same  mood  as  "The 
Ghost  Breakers,"  less  witty  but  more  musical  .  .  .  the  audience  is  the  winner. 
— Eileen  Creelman,  New  York  Sum. 
Kay  Kyser's  large,  ready-made  audience  will  go  for  this  picture  with  open 

arms. — Lee  Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 
A  great  dish  of  entertainment  .  .  .  for  laughs  combined  with  chills  you  can't beat  this  one. — Los  Angeles  Examiner. 

"SEVEN  SINNERS"  (Universal) 
This  Universal  offering  may  provide  an  hour  and  a  half's  entertainment 

if  you  want  to  take  it  as  a  general  travesty  of  tropic  romancing  and,  in  par- 
ticular, as  a  burlesque  of  the  Dietrich  "Blue  Angel"  characterization. — News- week. 

The  film  has  a  value  as  entertainment  it  would  not  ordinarily  possess  with- 
out her  (Marlene  Dietrich)  presence  .  .  .  what  is  generally  known  as  enter- 

tainment.— Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 
An  ordinary  South  Seas  romance  film.  The  fetching  Marlene  Dietrich  is 

its  chief  appeal. — Norman  Clark,  Baltimore  News  Post. 
A  lot  of  noisy,  robust  fun.— Bosley  Crowther,  New  York  Times. 
First-rate  entertainment,  distinguished  by  the  re-emergence  of  Marlene  Die- 

trich in  the  sort  of  role  at  which  she  is  a  past  mistress  and  which  she  should 
never  have  forsaken. — Howard  Barnes,  New  York  World  Telegram. 

"A  DISPATCH  FROM  REUTER'S"  (Warners) 
Often  an  exciting  drama  and  sometimes  draggy  biography.  It  is  inter- 

esting because  of  its  historical  background,  and  it  is  highlv_  entertaining  be- 
cause of  an  excellent  portrayal  by  Edward  G.  Robinson. — Jimmy  Starr,  Los 

Anaeles  Herald  Express. 
The  production  may  carve  no  new  paths  in  biographical  narrative,  but_  ic 

one  of  the  most  representative  of  its  type  and  a  superlative  movie. — Philip 
K.  Scheuer,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

It  is  hard  to  distinguish  this  19th  Century  film  biography  from  many  of 
its  undistinguished  predecessors. — Time. 

"A  LITTLE  BIT  OF  HEAVEN"  (Universal) 
Seems  like  a  sequel  to  "The  Underpup."  .  .  .  Eugene  Pallette  and  Stuart 

Erwin  garner  a  number  of  laughs,  but  it  is  Billy  Gilbert's  gags  that  provoke 
the  heartiest  response  from  the  audience. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily News. 

Once  again  Joe  Pasternak  has  made  use  of  every  trick  in  the  old  master's bag  and  produced  a  picture  that  should  get  a  sigh  of  approbation  from  every 
mother  and  father  and  everv  soft-hearted  person  the  world  over. — Lee  Mor- 

timer, New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

"KNUTE  ROCKNE— ALL  AMERICAN"  (Warners) 
The  best  of  all  the  football  pictures  that  have  come  out  of  Hollywood  .  .  . 

will  prove  inspirational  to  many  a  youthful  athlete. — Baltimore  News  Post. 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  24. — Best  grosser 
in  a  slow  week  was  "Margie,"  with Jan  Garber  and  his  band  and  Billy 
Gilbert  at  the  Riverside,  taking  $11,- 
000.  "Escape"  and  "Dulcy"  scored 
$5,000  at  the  Palace  and  $7,100  at 
the  Wisconsin. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  19-21 : "They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) 

WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-5Sc),   6  days. Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $4,500) "Escape"  (M-G-M) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

PALACE — (2,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    6  days. Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)    (44c-65c)    6  days.  2nd week.  Gross:  $2,400.  (Average,  $1,500) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

"Dulcey"  (M-G-M) 
WISCONSIN — (3,200)       (30c-40c-55c),  6 days.  Gross:  $7,100.   (Average,  $5,500) "Margie"  (Univ.) 

RIVERSIDE—  (2,700)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 
Stage:  Jan  Garber.  Billy  Gilbert.  Gross: $11,000.   (Average,  $6,500) 

'Escape'  New  Haven 
Winner  with  $9,500 

New  Haven,  Nov.  24. — "Escape" and  "Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  at  the 
Loew-Poli  grossed  $9,500.  "Mark  of 
Zorro,"  coupled  with  "Haunted 
Honeymoon"  in  the  second  week  at 
the  College,  took  $3,100.  The  weather 
continued  fair. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  21  : "Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 

"Haunted   Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
COLLEGE — (1,499)   (39c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $3,100.    (Average,  $2,700) "Escape"  M-G-M) 

"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) "Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)   (39c-50c)  5  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,500.   (Average,  $4,000) "Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
ROGER  SHERMAN—  (2,200)  (39c  -50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $5,000) 

'Arise'  With  $14,000 

Scores  in  Baltimore 
Baltimore,  Nov.  24. — Pre-holiday 

business  was  only  fair.  "Arise  My 
Love"  did  excellent  business  at 
Keith's,  with  $14,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  20: "Wyonrng"  (M-G-M) 

CENTURY—  (3.000)   (15c-28c-44c)   7  days. Gross:  $10,000.   (Average.  $10,000) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S—  (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $9,000) 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)    (15c-28c-35c-55c)    7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average.  $7,000) 

"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME— (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  6  days.  Ken  Murray  on  a  variety 
show;    "All    American    Collegiate  Revue." Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Tugbcat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY— (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  5 days.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $12,000) 

Is  Named  Receiver 

New  Haven,  Nov.  24. — Julius  Mar- etz  has  been  named  successor  receiver 
of  rents  in  the  foreclosure  matter  of 
Arnold  Gordon,  trustee  against  Forest 
Theatre  Corp.,  operator  of  the  Forest, 
West  Haven,  following  the  resignation 
of  William  B.  Hall. 

Cagney  Due  East 
Hollywood,  Nov.  24. — James  Cag- 

ney will  leave  for  a  vacation  at  his 
home  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass.. 
upon  completion  of  his  current  picture. 
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Two  New  FM 

Permits  Are 

Given  by  FCC 

Washington,  Nov.  24. — Two  more 
installations  have  been  added  to  the 
list  of  FM  stations  for  which  con- 

struction permits  have  been  granted 
by  the  Federal  Communications  Com- 

mission. Travelers  Broadcasting  Ser- 
vice Corp.  has  been  granted  a  permit 

for  a  new  station  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
on  45,300  kilocycles  with  a  coverage 
of  6,100  square  miles  and  a  population 
of  1,118,000,  and  General  Electric  Co. 
has  won  approval  for  a  station  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y„  to  cover  6,600 
square  miles  with  a  population  of 
967,700. 
A  permit  also  has  been  issued  to 

the  Kokomo  Broadcasting  Corp.  for  a 
new  1,420-kilocycle,  250-watt  station 
at  Kokomo,  Ind.,  and  changes  in  fa- 

cilities were  granted  a  number  of  sta- 
tions, as  follows : 

WCOV,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  in- 
crease power  from  100  to  250  watts ; 

WTSP,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  change 
frequency  from  1,370  to  1,350  kilo- 

cycles and  increase  power  from  250 
watts  to  1,000  watts  day,  500  watts 
night ;  WAIM,  Anderson,  S.  C,  in- 

crease power  from  100  to  250  watts  ; 
WDEL,  Wilmington,  Del.,  increase 
power  from  250  watts  night,  1,000 
watts  day  to  5,000  watts;  WAPO, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  increase  power 
from  1,000  watts  day,  500  watts  night, 
to  5,000  watts  day,  1,000  watts  night; 
WJBO,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  increase 
power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts; 
KSAL,  Salina,  Kan.,  increase  power 
from  500  to  1,000  watts;  WISN,  Mil- 

waukee, increase  power  from  250 
watts  night,  1,000  watts  day,  to  5,000 
watts ;  and  WORL,  Boston,  increase 
day  power  from  500  to  1,000  watts. 

Construction  Permit  Issued 

Applications  for  construction  per- 
mits have  been  received  from  Oscar 

C.  Hirsch  for  a  1,500-kilocycle,  250- 
watt  station  at  Cairo,  111.,  and  Chatta- 

hoochee Broadcasting  Co.,  for  a  1,420- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at  Colum- 

bus, Ga. ;  Station  WCAO,  Baltimore, 
filed  an  application  for  increase  of 
power  from  500  watts  night,  1,000 
watts  day,  to  5,000  watts,  and  Station 
WABI,  Bangor,  Me.,  submitted  an 
amended  application  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  560  to  790  kilocycles  and 
increase  of  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts. 

The  commission  has  ordered  a  hear- 
ing on  the  application  of  Station 

WTEL,  Philadelphia,  for  change  of 
frequency  from  1,310  to  1,500  kilo- 

cycles, increase  of  time  from  sharing 
to  unlimited  and  increase  of  power 
from  100  to  250  watts.  The  date  of 

the  hea'ring  will  be  set  later. 

Off  the  Antenna 

ARMY  and  Navy  men  stationed  all  over  the  world  will  be  able  to  follow 
the  Army-Navy  football  game  at  Philadelphia  Saturday  from  the  open- 
ing kickoff  to  the  final  whistle.  NBC's  short  wave  stations,  WRCA  and 

VVNBI,  will  train  their  beams  to  Latin  America,  and  tieups  have  been  ar- 
ranged with  Westinghouse  and  General  Electric  to  carry  the  NBC  broadcasts 

to  other  parts  of  the  world. 
WGEA,  Schenectady,  will  be  beamed  to  Europe ;  WGEO,  Schenectady, 

will  transmit  on  the  Latin  American  beam ;  KGE1,  San  Francisco,  will  broad- 
cast to  the  Orient.  The  two  transmitters  of  the  Westinghouse  station,  WPIT, 

will  be  beamed  to  Europe  and  South  America,  while  WLWO,  the  Crosley 
station  at  Cincinnati,  will  also  be  on  the  Latin  American  beam. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Ben  Gross,  radio  editor  of  the  Daily  News,  will  be 

guest  on  "Columbia's  Lecture  Hall"  at  3:45  this  afternoon.  .  .  .  George  S. 
Kaufman,  the  playwright,  will  be  guest  of  Lanny  Ross  on  "Memory  Lane" 
over  CBS  tomorrow  at  7:15  P.M.  .  .  .  Bill  Hay,  announcer  on  the  "Amos 
V  Andy"  show,  recently  completed  his  15th  year  in  radio.  .  .  .  Ruth  Nagel, 
daughter  of  Conrad  Nagel,  will  co-star  with  her  father  on  two  "Silver  The- 

atre" programs  over  CBS  during  the  Christmas  season.  .  .  .  Jacques  Des- 
Baillets,  commercial  program  p-roducer  for  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp., 
has  left  for  England  to  join  the  C.B.C.  Overseas  Mobile  Unit.  He  zvill  re- 

place Gerard  Arthur  as  commentator  on  the  short  wave  broadcasts  to  Canada. 
The  Brooklyn  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  selected  Red  Barber  for  the  civic 
award  for  1940. 

•  •  • 
RCA  Institutes,  an  RCA  subsidiary,  is  making  its  courses  available  to 

organizations  not  affiliated  with  the  parent  company.  First  of  the  series 
to  non-affiliates  is  a  course  on  non-radio  uses  of  the  vacuum  tube  to  the 
Leeds  &  Northrup  Co. 

•  •  • 
WOV  is  required  to  reinstate  two  announcers  and  two  engineers  with 

payment  of  all  back  wages,  it  was  ruled  Friday  by  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Jus- 
tice Aron  Steuer,  who  upheld  an  arbitration  award  previously  granted  in 

favor  of  the  four  employes.  WOV  was  compelled  to  go  off  the  air  for  24 
hours  several  weeks  ago  when  announcers  and  technicians  walked  off  their 

jobs  as  a  result  of  a  dispute  between  the  station  and  the  American  Communi- 
cations Association,  a  C.I.O.  affiliate. 

•  •  • 
Program  News:  "Sports-Time,"  a  Monday-through-Saturday  feature  over 

WABC,  zvill  be  extended  to  the  entire  CBS  netzvork  beginning  tonight.  It  zvill 
continue  to  be  heard  at  11  P.M.  Ted  H using,  Mel  Allen  and  Warren  Sweeney 
will  handle  the  microphone.  .  .  .  Children  from  10  to  16  years  of  age  will  be 
heard  on  a  discussion  program  on  iuvenile  problems,  beginning  tomorrozv  at 
4:20  P.M.  over  WMCA. 

A  'Lock-In' Mexico  City,  Nov.  24 

jpADIO  Station  XEFO  here, J\  owned  by  the  Party  of 
the  Mexican  Revolution,  has 
taken  drastic  action  to  assure 
the  presentation  of  its  daily 
amateur  hour.  The  amateurs 
are  locked  in  the  studio  when 
the  show  is  ready  to  start. 

The  lockup  was  decided  up- 
on to  prevent  a  repetition  of 

the  station's  embarrassment 
when  it  was  unable  to  put  on 
an  amateur  show  because  all 
the  performers  ran  out  when 
they  saw  the  microphone. 

Urges  Variety  Club 
For  Toronto  Trade 

Toronto,  Nov.  24. — President  Clair 
Hague  of  the  Canadian  Picture  Pio- 

neers has  launched  a  move  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Variety  Club  in  To- ronto for  the  purpose  of  providing  a 

social  center  for  film  trade  veterans 
and  raising  funds  for  administrative 
and  charity  accounts.  Hague  pointed 
out  that  the  Pioneers  had  sponsored 
many  features  for  the  benefit  of 
worthy  causes  but  the  organization 
had  little  money  of  its  own. 

Rensselaer  Finally 

Votes  Sunday  Films 
Rensselaer,  N 

a  20-year  battle, 
post  in  the  state 
films,  capitulated. 

Y.,  Nov.  24.— After 
this  city,  last  out- which  bans  Sunday 

The  Common  Coun- cil has  passed  an  ordinance  allowing 
Sunday  films  from  2  P.  M.  to  mid- 

night, despite  the  opposition  of  the 
clergy. 

Cincinnati's  Game 
Attendance  at  High 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  24. — A  new  high 
in  attendance  and  a  new  low  in  the 
average  net  cost  per  person  were  set 
in  chance  games  here  in  October, 
according  to  figures  just  released  by 
Chief  of  Police  Eugene  T.  Weatherly, 
based  on  reports  of  sponsors. 

Aggregate  attendance  at  253  li- 
censed games  was  308,538.  Gross  re- 
ceipts were  $222,818.29  and  prizes, 

$54,246.98,  leaving  net  of  $168,571.31 
to  sponsoring  organizations.  Average 
net  cost  per  player  was  54.8  cents. 
September  attendance  at  221  games 
was  267,404;  gross  receipts,  $199,- 
503.16;  prizes,  $46,341.36  and  net, 
$153,161.71.  Average  net  cost  per 
player  was  57.3  cents. 

New  Station  in  Mexico 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  24. — Active 
radio  stations  here  have  been  increased 
to  31  with  the  inauguration  of 
XERH,  1,430  kilocycles,  by  Hoy,  a 
local  magazine.  Studios  of  the  station 
are  in  the  Hotel  Regis. 

Raymond  Blank  Ad  Head 

Des  Moines,  Nov.  24. — Raymond 
Blank  has  taken  the  post  of  advertis- 

ing director  of  Central  State  Theatre 
Corp. 

2,500  Attend  K.  C. 

Variety  Club  Party 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  24. — The  best 

attended  of  the  annual  Charity  Balls 
was  held  at  Pla-Mor  here  Friday  by 
the  Variety  Club.  With  Herbie  Kay 
and  his  orchestra  playing,  more  than 
2,500  people,  members  of  the  industry 
and  the  public,  attended  the  function. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  various  charitable 
activities  of  the  club. 

In  charge  of  the  ball  this  year,  as 
in  several  years  past,  was  Earl  Jame- 

son. Other  committee  heads  were 
Sam  Abend,  tickets ;  Homer  Black- 
well,  program ;  Barney  Joffee  and 
Jerry  Zigmond,  entertainment ;  Jay 
Means,  who  is  chief  barker,  adver- 

tising and  publicity,  and  Ward  Scott, 
decorations. 

iif 
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Advertising  and  the  box  *  Office 

...  one  can't  get  along  without 
the  other. 

Advertising  and  showmanship... 

that's  a  marriage  too ...  one  can't 
live  without  the  other. 

Yes... it's  a  wedding... and  here  at 
National  Screen  Service  a  nation-  m 

wide  organization  devotes  its! 

entire  existence  toward  keeping 

that  marriage  a  happy  one  ...  a 

healthy  one... a  successful  one  so 

that  the  wedding  of  advertising 

and  your  box-office  . . .  advertis- 

ing and  showmanship  ...  will 

be  a  perpetual  and  profitable; 

honeymoon. 

For  our  every  waking  moment! 

sees  a  constant  drive  towards! 

newer ...  better ...  more  appealing 

theatre  advertising.. .mating  your  | 
box-office  with  the  admission! 

price ...  thus  selling  more  tickets. 

Get  the  money -making  habit 
...  use  TRAILERS  . . .  LOBBY 

DISPLAYS  .  .  .  STANDARD 

ACCESSORIES  by 

...THE PRIZE  BRBy  Of  THE  MDUSTRV 
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Opposition  
to 

Decree  Flares 

On  Two  Fronts 

SETOA  Decides  on  Suit; 

Neely  Bill  Asked 

Opposition  to  the  consent  decree 
flared  up  on  two  fronts  yesterday, 

one  designed  to  challenge  by  litiga- 
tion the  enforceability  of  the  de- 
cree, and  the  other  seeking  immedi- 
ate Congressional  action  on  the 

Neely  anti-block  booking  bill. 
The  Southeastern  Theatre 

Owners  Association,  an  M.  P. 
T.  O.  A.  affiliate,  voted  in  con- 

vention at  Atlanta  to  file  suit 
in  Federal  court  to  prevent  en- 

forcement of  the  decree.  This 
followed  talks  by  Ed  Kuykendall, 
M.P.T.OA.  president,  and  R.  B. 
Wilby  of  the  Wilby-Kincey  cir- 

cuit, a  Paramount  affiliate. 

Approximately  40  exhibitors,  repre- 
senting 300  theatres,  attended  the 

meeting,  which  was  called  by  M.  C. 
Moore  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  presi- 

dent, to  decide  the  organization's stand  on  the  decree. 
Meanwhile,  demand  for  action  on 

the  Neely  bill  in  the  present  Con- 
gress was  voiced  by  the  Motion 

Picture  Research  Council  through 
Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  president, 
who  asserted  that  "the  decree  has 
convinced  us  that  only  temporary  and 
inadequate  relief  from  the  evils  of 
block  booking  can  be  hoped  for  under 
the  Sherman  Act." 
The  Department  of  Justice  re- 

vealed that  it  would  have  its  super- 
visory bureau  for  the  industry, 

authorized  by  the  consent  decree,  set 
up  within  three  or  four  weeks.  Head- 

quarters will  be  in  Washington.  The 
bureau,  in  addition  to  checking  on 
enforcement  and  operations  of  the 
decree  and  the  arbitration  system, 
will  maintain  a  general  observation 

{Continued  on  page  3) 

Federation  Drive 

Luncheon  Today 
David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 

treasurer  of  Loew's,  and  Albert  War- 
ner, vice-president  of  Warners,  co- 

chairmen  of  the  amusement  division 
of  the  campaign  of  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  Federations  for  the  Sup- 

port of  Jewish  Philanthropies,  will 
hold  a  luncheon  meeting  today  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Committee  chairmen  of 
the  several  branches  of  industry  will 
report  on  the  organization  of  their 
groups  for  the  annual  drive. 

They  Always  Pass 
San  Francisco,  Nov.  25. 

'THE  "no  pass"  rule  recent- 
ly  placed  in  effect  by  sev- eral downtown  theatres  for 

special  pictures  evidently  has 
irked  certain  city  officials. 
They  have  dug  deep  into  the 
record  and  come  up  with  a 
1909  law  giving  the  mayor,  su- 

pervisors, and  several  lesser 
office-holders  the  right  to  en- 

ter— at  any  time — any  build- 
ing used  for  theatrical  enter- 

tainment. So  far  they  haven't 
taken  advantage  of  the  law, 
although  it  is  still  on  the 
books. 

FWC  and  Universal 

In  Dispute  Over 

Deanna  Durbin  Film 

"If  it  is  all  right  for  Fox  West 
Coast  to  move  over  films  from  the 
Chinese  and  the  State  theatres,  in 
Hollywood,  to  the  United  Artists  and 
the  Beverly  Hills,  then  we  consider 
it  to  be  all  right  for  Universal  to 
play  a  move  over  date  from  the  RKO 
Hillstreet  and  the  Pantages,  to  the 
Hawaii  Theatre  in  that  city.  The 
prices  of  admission  were  not  lowered. 
We  have  not  violated  any  agreement 
regarding  second  run  availability."  A Universal  official  so  stated  last  night 
in  regard  to  the  present  controversy 
with  Fox  West  Coast  (Skouras)  re- 

garding the  Deanna  Durbin  picture, 
"Spring  Parade." 

Charles  P.  Skouras,  vice-president 
of  Fox  West  Coast,  declared  yester- 

day, in  Los  Angeles  that  the  film  was 
not  to  be  booked  in  any  Fox  West 
Coast  houses. 
Universal  officials  here  in  turn 

stated  that  this  suited  them  as  they 
believed  that  they  can  dispose  of  their 

(.Continued  on  page  3) 

SUNDAY  PLAYS  FAIL 

TO  HURT  PICTURES 

London  Money  Pact 

Includes  'IT  With 

Amount  Increased 

Universal  is  included  in  new  pro- 
posals for  a  currency  agreement  with 

Great  Britain.  The  previously  pro- 
posed $12,000,000  withdrawal  allow- 

ance has  been  increased  correspond- 
ingly to  cover  that  company.  The  in- 

crease is  about  $1,000,000,  according 
to  unofficial  reports. 
The  exact  amount  of  the  increase 

was  not  officially  disclosed  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  new  proposals  from 
London  were  found  unacceptable  by 
major  company  foreign  department 
heads  who  considered  them  at  a  meet- 

ing at  M.P.P.D.A.  headquarters  yes- 
terday. Counter-proposals  were  for- 

warded to  London  following  the  meet- 
ing and  the  negotiations  on  the  new 

monetary  agreement  will  continue. 
The  earlier  proposal  from  London 

designated  $12,000,000  as  the  amount 
which  could  be  withdrawn  during  the 
next  12  months.  However,  the  Amer- 

ican companies  assumed  that  this 
amount  was  applicable  to  the  seven 
major  companies  which  were  parties 
to  the  old  monetary  agreement.  It 
developed,  however,  that  London  in- tended the  allotment  to  cover  eight 
companies,  inclusive  of  Universal, 
which  had  a  separate  agreement  last 
year,  but  under  the  proposals  received 
here  yesterday  revised  the  withdrawal 
allotment  upward  in  response  to  the 
American  companies'  protests  that 
they  had  not  understood  that  Uni- 

versal was  included  in  the  earlier  ne- 
gotiations. 

800  PARA.  THEATRES  JOIN 

IN  BALABAN  TESTIMONIAL 

More  than  800  theatres  owned  by  or  affiliated  with  Paramount 
are  participating  in  the  Paramount  theatres  testimonial  drive  for 
Barney  Balaban,  in  observance  of  his  fifth  year  as  president  of 
the  company.  The  drive  opened  Thanksgiving  Day  and  will  close 
on  Christmas  Day. 

On  Jan.  23  the  company  will  give  a  testimonial  banquet  to  Bala- 
ban in  Chicago,  which  will  be  attended  by  the  Paramount  theatre 

operators  and  partners,  many  home  office  and  studio  executives 
and  theatre  managers  from  every  participating  circuit  who  are 
adjudged  winners  in  the  drive. 
The  drive  is  designed  to  improve  operating  results  during  the 

normally  low  business  period  from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas. 

Broadway  Grosses  Boom, 

Reflecting  Nationwide 
Box-Office  Upswing 

Ten  legitimate  plays,  eight  of 
which  were  given  their  first  per- 

formance under  the  Sabbath  Day 
show  ruling  of  Equity,  had  little 

or  no  #effect  on  Broadway's  film grosses  on  Sunday  night,  managers 

reported  yesterday.  Two  were  per- formed for  charitable  causes. 

Motion  picture  theatre  gross- 
es in  the  Times  Square  district 

soared  over  the  weekend.  Offi- 
cials state  that  this  is  but  a 

reflection  of  conditions  around 
the  country,  as  the  effect  of 
the  national  defense  program 
spending  begins  to  be  felt. 
Crowds  literally  roared  through 

Times  Square  throughout  the  week- 
end, beginning  with  Thanksgiving 

Day,  and  good  product  together  with 
clear,  warm  weather,  unusual  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  conspired  to  bring 
about  an  exceptionally  good  business 

period. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  James  F. 

Reilly,  executive  secretary  of  the 
League  of  New  York  Theatres,  that 
seven  of  the  eight  shows  enjoyed  a 

Sunday  night  business,  better  by  com- 
parison, than  that  which  has  been 

ordinarily  experienced  by  them  on  a 
Monday  night. 
The  shows  which  played  were : 

"Beverly  Hills,"  "Blind  Alley," 
"Charlie's  Aunt,"  "Hellzapoppin'," 
"George  Washington  Slept  Here," 
"Johnny  Belinda,"  "Kind  Lady,"  "The 
Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,"  -"To- bacco Road"  and  "Separate  Rooms." 
Under  Equity's  rule,  the  Sunday 

night  show  can  take  the  place  of  a 
Monday  night  performance. 

At  all  eight  shows,  the  demand  was 
mostly  for  inexpensive  seats,  and  the 
balcony  seats  at  nearly  all  the  plays 

(.Continued  on  page  3) 

Reviewed  Today 

A  Hollywood  review  of 
"Ellery  Queen,  Master  De- 

tective" will  be  found  on  Page 
2  and  of  "Charter  Pilot"  on 
Page  3.  New  York  reviews  of 
"The  Philadelphia  Story,"  "Al- 

ways a  Bride"  and  "The  Border 
Legion"  are  on  Page  4. 
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Bombs  Raze  Para. 

Birmingham  House 

Reports  reaching  the  Para- 
mount home  office  yesterday 

indicated  that  the  Futurist, 
4,000-seat  theatre  in  Birming- 

ham, in  the  heart  of  the  Eng- 
lish Midlands,  was  demol- 
ished in  a  Nazi  bombing  raid 

late  last  week.  Reports  indi- 
cated that  no  one  was  in- 

jured. 

Universal's  Drive 

From  Dec.  8-May  10 

Universal's  testimonial  sales  drive 
for  W.  A.  Scully,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  will  begin  Dec. 
8  and  end  May  10.  It  will  be  spon- 

sored by  the  Universal  studio. 
Matthew  J.  Fox,  vice-president  and 
studio  executive,  will  serve  as  hon- 

orary captain  of  the  Western  sales 
division,  and  Milton  Feld,  Universal 
producer,  as  honorary  captain  of  the 
Eastern  division. 
Cash  prizes  will  be  awarded  for 

best  all-around  sales  and  li<!fUidation 
performances  and  for  winners  in  the 
East-West  competition.  The  best 
eight  branches  in  each  of  the  two  di- 

visions will  share  in  the  prize  money 
for  the  latter  competition.  In  addi- 

tion, prizes  will  be  awarded  the  top 
three  district  managers  and  the  win- 

ning division  head.  Jules  Levey,  pro- 
ducer of  "The  Boys  from  Syracuse," has  posted  additional  prizes  for  the 

best  sales  results  on  that  picture. 

MAINLINERS 

to 

LOS  ANGELES 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 

The  Continental  Lv.  5:10  pm 
The  Overland  Flyer  Lv.  1 1 :30  pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR LINES 

67  Wall  Sf.  or  58  E.  42nd  St. 
MU-2-7300 

Personal  Mention 

M 
R.    AND    MRS.    EDWIN  L. 
WEISL  return  from  the  Coast 

tomorrow. 

Leo  Spitz  leaves  the  Coast  today 
en  route  here,  with  a  stopover  planned 
in  Chicago. 

Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal  presi- 
dent, and  Mrs.  Blumberg,  will  leave 

for  the  Coast  on  Friday  to  remain 
about  a  month. • 

Julius  Gordon  of  the  Gordon  & 
Clemmons  Circuit,  Beaumont,  Tex.,  is 
in  town  for  a  week. 

• 
Arthur  H.  Lockwood,  president  of 

the  Connecticut  M.P.T.O.,  is  on  a 
New  Orleans  cruise. 

• 
Elmer  Lux,  RKO  branch  manager 

in  Buffalo,  has  returned  to  his  office 
after  a  trip  to  Albany  to  confer  with 
Bernard  Kranze,  exchange  mana- 

ger. 

• 

Nate  Rosen,  manager  of  the  Royal, 
Baltimore,  is  recovering  in  Jefferson 
Hospital,  Philadelphia,  from  injuries 
sustained  when  struck  by  a  car. 

• 
Kay  Kamen,  Hal  Horne,  Martin 

Moskowitz  and  Joseph  Moskowitz 
at  Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday  for lunch. 

• 

Joseph  Vogel,  Harry  Buckley, 
Abe  Schneider,  Max  Weisfeldt  and 
Arthur  Silverstone  having  lunch 
yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Riv- 
oli). 

• 

Dorothy  Carr,  inspection  clerk  at 
the  20th  Century-Fox  Des  Moines  of- 

fice, is  leaving  soon  with  her  husband 
for  Los  Angeles.  Mary  Kingsley 
will  replace  her. 

• 
F.  R.  Moran,  manager  of  Republic 

Midwest  at  Des  Moines,  has  returned 
from  a  business  trip  to  Chicago. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  general manager  of  distribution  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  is  due  here  today  from 
studio  conferences. 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Universal 
Eastern  sales  manager,  is  in  Dallas 
on  business.  William  J.  Heineman, 
Western  sales  manager,  has  left  for 
Des  Moines. • 

William  J.  Kupper,  20th  Century- 
Fox  Western  division  manager,  has 
returned  from  a  tour  of  exchanges 
with  M.  A.  Levy,  Kent  Drive  leader. 

Ed  Dubinsky  Durwood,  head  of  the 
Dubinsky  circuit,  Kansas  City,  is  vis- 

iting in  the  East. 

Mrs.  Paul  Kleinman,  wife  of  the 
manager  of  the  Pearl  Theatre,  Phila- 

delphia, last  week  became  the  mother 
of  a  daughter. 

• 

Arthur  DeTitta  of  Movietone 
News  and  Mrs.  DeTitta  were  guests 
of  Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  publicity 
chief,  at  New  Haven  over  the  week- end. 

• 

Terry  Ginsberg,  secretary  to 
Harry  Kaplowitz  of  Warner  The- 

atres, will  be  married  Thursday  to 
Lawrence  Siegel. 

• 

Arthur  Lee,  Harry  Thomas, 
Ralph  Austrian,  Sam  Shain,  Ed 
Schnitzer,  Edmund  C.  Grainger, 
George  Weltner,  Austin  Keough, 
John  W.  Hicks,  William  Orr,  Mor- 

ris Kinzler,  Max  A.  Cohen,  George 
Skouras,  Max  Dreyfus  and  Owen 
Davts  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the 
Astor  yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 
Terry  Ramsaye,  Maurice  Berg- 

man, Milton  Silver,  Hal  Hode,  Os- 
car A.  Doob  and  Ernest  Emerling 

having  lunch  yesterday  at  the  Tavern. 

Hollywood  Review 

Ellery  Queen,  Master  Detective" (Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  25. — Popularized  to  a  wide  and  varied  public  by 
radio  program  and  book,  the  character  of  Ellery  Queen,  Master  De- 

tective, is  here  brought  to  the  screen  by  Producer  Larry  Darmour  in 
the  person  of  Ralph  Bellamy  and  in  a  picture  qualified  to  serve  as  the 
start  of  a  profitable  series.  Opposite  Bellamy  is  Margaret  Lindsay,  and 
the  support  includes  Charley  Grapewin,  James  Burke,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Fred  Niblo,  Charles  Lane,  Ann  Shoemaker,  Marian  Martin,  Douglas 
Fowley  and  others. 

The  script  by  Eric  Taylor,  from  a  story  by  Ellery  Queen,  opens  in  a 
health  resort  with  the  athletic  proprietor  thereof  discovered  suffering 
an  incurable  ailment.  His  death  under  circumstances  suggesting  murder, 
follows,  with  many  a  suspect  brought  into  focal  attention  as  Queen, 
the  police  and  a  young  woman  of  whom  Queen  is  enamoured  endeavor- 

ing to  track  down  the  culprit.  How  Queen  proves  the  deceased  com- 
mitted suicide  as  result  of  a  fallacious  diagnosis  perpetrated  with  fel- 
onious intent  makes  up  the  substance  of  the  plot. 

R.  C.  Flothow  served  Darmour  as  associate  producer,  Kurt  Neuman 
as  director,  combining  efforts  to  establish  for  the  first  Ellery  Queen 
picture  a  wavelength,  so  to  speak,  to  be  followed  in  future  efforts  and 
to  make  of  the  central  figure  a  well  rounded  personality. 

Running  time,  69  minutes.  "G"*  Roscoe  Williams 

"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Corn  Is  Green'  to 

Open  Here  Tonight 
"The  Corn  is  Green,"  a  new 

play  by  Emlyn  Williams,  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Her- 

man Shumlin  and  starring 
Ethel  Barry  more,  opens  to- 

night at  the  National.  Others 
in  the  cast  are  Richard  War- 

ing, Mildred  Dunnock,  Ed- 
mund Breon  and  Rhys  Wil- 
liams. Richard  Maney  is  han- 
dling advertising  and  pub- 

licity for  the  show. 

Silverstone  Leaves 

For  N.  Y.  Tomorrow 

Hollywood,  Nov.  25.  —  Maurice 
Silverstone,  United  Artists  chief  exe- 

cutive, is  scheduled  to  leave  for  New 
York  by  train  on  Wednesday  follow- 

ing the  company's  annual  stockhold- 
ers' meeting  and  conferences  with 

U.  A.  producers. 
Edward  C.  Raftery,  attorney  for 

the  Fairbanks  estate,  left  for  New 
York  by  train  today  and  Charles 
Schwartz,  attorney  and  board  mem- 

ber for  Charlie  Chaplin,  will  leave  by 
train  tomorrow.  Silverstone  began 
conferences  today  with  non-owner 
U.  A.  producers  which  are  scheduled 
to  last  through  Wednesday.  The  dis- 

cussions are  concerned  with  produc- 
tion, distribution  and  management  af- 
fairs, with  particular  attention  to  the 

probable  effect  of  the  Federal  consent 
decree  on  U.  A.  sales  activities, 
though  the  company  is  not  a  party  to 
the  decree. 

Farewell  Dinner  Is 

Planned  for  Broidy 

Boston,  Nov.  25. — A  farewell  din- 
ner at  the  Copley-Plaza  Hotel,  will 

be  tendered  on  Saturday  to  Steve 
Broidy,  New  England  Monogram 
sales  representative,  who  has  been  or- 

dered to  the  Coast  to  become  general 
sales  manager.  He  will  leave  in  mid- 
December.  Broidy's  departure  will 
leave  vacant  the  presidency  of  the 
Variety  Club. 

W.  B.  Set  Holiday  Party 
The  Warner  Club  annual  Christmas 

party  for  youngsters  will  be  held  Sat- 
urday, Dec  21,  at  2  P.  M.  at  the 

Brooklyn  Vitaphone  Studio. 
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Sunday  Plays 

Fail  to  Hurt 

BVay  Films 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
were    sold    out,    while    only  about 
50  per  cent  of  the  available  orchestra 
seats  were  sold. 

|  This  week's  film  leader  is  "Tin  Pan 
Alley."  The  20th  Century-Fox  musi- 

""cal  is  racing  for  a  mark  at  the  Roxy on  its  first  week,  with  a  stage  show, 
which  will  be  second  only  to  that 
attained    by    the    same  company's 

„  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band."  The 
picture  on  its  first  four  days  has 
already  grossed  $47,000,  which  in 
theatre  parlance  may  be  described  as 
"terrific." 

$45,000  Estimated  for  'The  Letter' 
Another  box-office  humdinger  which 

is  standing  up  customers  and  turning 
them  away  is  "The  Letter,"  at  the 
Strand,  where  the  picture  is  accom- 

panied on  the  stage  by  Ozzie  Nelson 
and  his  band,  besides  Harriet  Hilliard, 
comely  singer.  It  is  estimated  that 
this  picture  will  do  easily  $45,000, 
and  that  is  considered  excellent. 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  officials  feel 
that  M-G-M  can  take  a  deserving  bow 
on  "Bitter  Sweet,"  since  that  film  has 
grossed  $68,000,  on  its  first  four  days, 
considered  a  magnificent  figure,  here, 
and  the  picture  is  scheduled  to  stay 
at  the  theatre,  with  stage  show  intact, 
for  at  least  two  weeks. 

Alexander  Korda's  United  Artists 
release,  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  will follow. 

'Police'  to  Go  Fifth  Week 
Robert  Weitman,  managing  direc- 

tor of  the  Paramount,  is  so  enthu- 
siastic about  the  third  week's  gross 

of  "North  West  Mounted  Police"  that 
even  before  it  begins  on  its  fourth 
week,  tomorrow,  he  has  penciled  it  in 
for  a  fifth  week.  The  picture  is  be- 

ing accompanied  this  week  by  Glen 
Gray  and  his  band,  and  it  will  com- 

plete the  week  with  $49,000. 
Universal's  "Seven  Sinners"  is 

helping  the  Rivoli  to  a  nice  gross  of 
$25,000. 

Walt  Disney's  "Fantasia,"  selling  at $2  top  at  the  Broadway  (capacity, 
1,800  seats),  will  end  a  second  week 
at  capacity,  with  $27,500,  or  there- 

abouts. According  to  Hal  Home, 
vice-  president  of  the  Disney  company, 
the  picture  is  selling  well  in  advance. 
Even  Dorothy  Thompson,  devoted  her 
column  to  the  film,  in  yesterday's Herald  Tribune. 

"The  Dictator,"  begins  its  seventh 
and  last  week  at  the  Capitol,  but  will 
continue  on  its  two-a-day  run  at  the 
Astor,  with  business  holding  up  un- 
ttsually  well,  according  to  officials. 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  at  the Globe  was  also  big  with  an  estimated 
$8,200  for  its  first  week  and  an  esti- 

mated $2,800  over  the  weekend. 
"Blackout"  will  go  into  the  Globe 
Saturday.  At  the  Rialto,  "Give  Us 
Wings"  ends  a  one-week  run  tonight and  should  draw  an  estimated  $6,000 
with  "The  Ape"  bowing  tomorrow. 

Schmidt  Talks  in  Boston 

Boston,  Nov.  25. — Art  Schmidt,  M- 
G-M  publicity  manager,  will  discuss 
motion  picture  advertising  and  pub- 

licity at  a  luncheon  of  the  Advertis- 
ing Club  here  today. 

Hollywood  Review 

"Charter  Pilot" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
Hollywood,  Nov.  25. — All  the  comedy  and  thrills  that  the  running 

time  and  the  budget  afforded  have  been  put  into  20th  Century-Fox's 
"Charter  Pilot"  by  Executive  Producer  Sol  M.  Wurtzel,  director  Eu- 

gene Forde  and  the  four  writers  who  worked  on  the  story. 
The  picture  is  about  commercial  aviation,  and  the  fight  of  two  airlines 

to  obtain  the  gold  conveying  contract  for  a  Honduras  mine.  Chief  pro- 
tagonists are  Lloyd  Nolan,  as  an  intrepid,  devil-may-care  flier,  and  Lynn 

Bari,  his  girl  friend  who,  as  a  radio  writer-producer,  has  a  program 
devoted  to  his  exploits.  The  climax  comes  with  a  broadcast  of  a  flight 
over  South  American  mountains  during  which  Nolan  and  the  scheming 
head  of  a  rival  airline  stage  a  battle  while  the  plane  is  out  of  control. 

Others  in  the  cast  are  Arleen  Whelan,  George  Montgomery,  Hobart 
Cavanaugh,  Henry  Victor,  Etta  McDaniel,  Andrew  Tombes,  Charles 
Wilson  and  Chick  Chandler.  Stanley  Rauh  and  Lester  Ziffren  adapted 
the  story  by  J.  Robert  Bren  and  Norman  Houston. 

A  Los  Angeles  preview  audience  was  enthusiastic. 

Running  time,  72  minutes.  "G"*  Vance  King. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

FWC,  Universal  in 

Dispute  Over  Film 
(Continued  from  page  1> 

picture  to  Coast  independents  at  ag- 
gregate   rentals    greater    than  that 

which  they  would  have  received  from 
the  Skouras  interests. 
The  picture  is  stated  to  have  been 

moved  over  by  Universal  to  the  Ha- 
waii, one  of  the  newer  houses  in 

Hollywood,  after  it  was  suddenly  or- 
dered to  be  -withdrawn  from  the 

RKO  Hillstreet  and  the  Pantages 
theatres,  at  the  request  of  RKO  offi- 

cials in  New  York,  being  replaced  by 
"Too  Many  Girls,"  to  give  this  pic- 

ture the  benefit  of  Thanksgiving. 
Milroy  Anderson,  manager  of  the 

RKO  Hillstreet,  which  books  in  uni- 
son with  the  Pantages,  gave  as  a  rea- 
son for  withdrawing  "Spring  Parade" 

that  "it  wasn't  holding  up  gross." 
Charles  Feldman,  Universal  Ex- 

change manager,  stated  that  the  Ha- 
waii booking  was  made  "because  we 

felt  the  picture  should  have  had  a 
longer  first  run  and  that  it  still  had 
a  great  deal  of  box-office  stamina  in 

it/' 

_  "Spring  Parade"  was  linked  on  a 
bill  with  RKO's  "Men  Against  the 
Sky,"  and  had  grossed  an  aggregate gross  of  $24,000  on  its  first  week,  with 
$12,300  against  $7,000  average  at  the 
Pantages,  and  $11,700,  against  $6,500 
average  at  the  RKO  Hillstreet,  ac- 

cording to  company  officials. 
Feldman  stated  that  no  decision 

to  sell  the  picture  away  from  Fox 
West  Coast  has  as  yet  been  made.  He 
made  no  comment  on  the  Skouras 
declaration. 

Opposition  to  Decree 
Rises  on  Two  Fronts 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
of  the  industry  to  prevent  the  rise  of 
new  "abuses"  and  to  receive  exhibitor 
complaints. 

Several  exhibitor  organizations  have 
stated  that  they  are  considering  fil- 

ing court  actions  to  prevent  the  de- 
cree being  put  into  effect,  but  the 

Southeastern  T.O.A.  is  the  first  to 
actually  authorize  such  action.  Among 
the  organizations  contemplating  such 
action  are  the  Pacific  Coast  Confer- 

ence of  Independent  Theatre  Owners, 
the  I.T.O.A.  of  New  York  and  New 
York  Allied. 

Indiana  ATO  Told 

About  Film  Deals 
Indianapolis,  Nov.  25. — Sales  have 

been  completed  nationally  on  67.8  per 
cent  of  all  films  offered  for  this  season, 
Sidney  Samuelson  of  Philadelphia, 
chairman  of  the  Allied  Information 

Department,  told  the  Associated  The- 
atre Owners  of  Indiana  convention 

which  opened  today  at  the  Antlers Hotel. 

Samuelson  said  that  Allied's  second 
annual  product  survey  will  be  com- 

pleted early  in  December.  Contracts 
in  Indiana  are  for  86.2  of  the  product. 

See  Big  Dividends 

Saved  When  Para. 

Drops  Preferred 

Paramount  will  realize  a  net  saving 
of  approximately  $550,000  annually  in 
dividends  on  its  first  preferred  stock 
if    the    issue  is 
retired,    as  is 

now  contemplat- 
ed, Stanton  Grif- fis,   chairman  of the  Paramount 

executive  com- 
mittee, said  yes- 

terday. 

If  current  nego- 
tiations  with 

banks  are  con- 
cluded satisfac- 

torily, the  $13,- 600,000  issue  of 
first  preferred 
stock  will  be 
called  in  at  par 

plus  dividends 
which  may  be  due  at  the  time.  In 
addition  to  long  term  bank  loans,  the 
company's  own  cash  will  be  used  to 
retire  the  issue.  Paramount  and  con- 

solidated subsidiaries  have  more  than 

$12,000,000  cash  on  hand,  while  non- 
consolidated  subsidiaries  have  $9,000,- 
000  additional  cash,  in  which  Para 
mount's  equity  is  about  50  per  cent. 
The  $550,000  saving  represents  the 

difference  between  the  annual  divi- 
dend requirements  on  the  first  pre- 

ferred and  the  interest  which  would 
be  payable  on  the  new  bank  loans. 

There  is  no  plan  to  retire  the  Para- mount second  preferred  stock. 

Stanton  Griffis 

ff 

CHILDREN'S  HOLIDAY  PROGRAMS 

Just  the  thing  to  solve  your  Saturday 
and  Holiday  booking  problems. 

COLUMBIA 

HAPPY-HOUR 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
(Reg  Trade  Mark) 

Now  available  •  60-Unit  Programs 
6  reels  (J  hour)  endorsed  for  children  by 
club  women  from  all  parts  of  the  nation. • 

FOR  A  SAMPLE  BOOKING  ASK 

YOUR  COLUMBIA  EXCHANGE  FOR 

"HAPPY-HOUR"  UNIT  #67  Featuring 

ff 

PUSS  IN 

BOOTS" 

Endorsed  by  The  Scarsdale 
Better  Films  Council 
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Radio  Defense 

Board  Invites 

Memberships 

Washington,  Nov.  25. — Leading 
companies  and  organizations  have  been 
invited  by  the  Communications  De- 

fense Beard  to  appoint  representatives 
to  the  Domestic  Broadcasting  Com- 

mittee and  the  International  Broad- 
casting Committee,  both  of  which  will 

act  in  an  advisory  capacity. 
Invitations  have  been  sent  to  all 

who  are  believed  to  desire  participa- 
tion in  planning  war  time  communica- 
tion policies,  and  any  one  overlooked 

may  request  representation,  Board 
Chairman  James  L.  Fly  explained. 
With  Lowell  Mellett,  for  the  Gov- 

ernment Reports  office,  and  Major 
Frank  C.  Meade,  for  the  War  De- 

partment, already  named  to  the  Do- 
mestic committee,  invitations  have  been 

sent  to  A.T.  &  T.,  CBS,  FCC,  Fed- 
eral Radio  Education  Committee,  FM 

Broadcasters,  Finch,  MBS,  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters,  NBC, 
National  Independent  Broadcasters, 
National  Television  Systems  Commit- 

tee, Postal  Telegraph,  State  Depart- 
ment, U.  S.  Independent  Telephone 

Association  and  Western  Union. 
In  addition  to  those  already  named 

to  the  International  committee,  includ- 
ing Nelson  Rockefeller,  coordinator  of 

commercial  and  cultural  relations 
among  American  republics,  Gerald  C. 
Gross,  for  the  FCC,  Rear  Admiral 
Stanford  C.  Hooper,  Navy  Depart- 

ment, and  Mellett,  invitations  have 
been  sent  to  CBS,  Crosley,  General 
Electric,  NBC,  State  Department, 
Westinghouse  and  World  Wide 
Broadcasting  Co. 

AFM-NAPA  Plea  in 

Record  Case  Denied 

Washington,  Nov.  25. — The  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Musicians  and  the 

National  Association  of  Performing 
Artists  were  denied  the  right  to  ap- 

pear as  amicus  curiae  by  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  today  in  the  Paul 
Whiteman  case  involving  the  use  of 
records  by  radio  stations. 

Paul  Whiteman,  orchestra  leader, 
brought  suit  against  WNEW  to  re- strain use  of  his  records  in  a  test  case. 
The  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
ruled  that  WNEW  had  the  right  to 
use  the  records  and  that  such  use 
did  not  constitute  copyright  infringe- 
ment. 

Feature  Reviews 

Monopoly  Hearing 
To  Begin  Monday 

Washinton,  Nov.  25. — FCC 
hearings  on  the  monopoly  re- 

port will  be  held  on  schedule 
next  Monday,  Chairman 
James  L.  Fly  said  today.  De- 

spite the  fact  that  informed 
circles  here  still  believe  the 
FCC  may  consider  a  post- 

ponement later  this  week, 
Fly  denied  that  the  commis- 

sion's legal  department  or 
anybody  else  had  requested  a 
postponement. 

"The  Philadelphia  Story" 
(M-G-M) 
C  PARKLING  with  witty  dialogue  and  alive  with  situations  which 

^  audiences  found  highly  diverting  during  the  year's  run  when  it 
was  produced  by  the  Theatre  Guild  on  Broadway,  "The  Philadelphia 
Story"  brings  to  the  screen  a  talented  cast,  a  sophisticated  tale  and 
direction  that  keeps  accelerating  its  pace. 

Basically  it  is  a  story  to  prove  that  a  woman's  a  woman,  however 
frozen  her  exterior,  and  that  there  are  good  and  bad  people  in  all  classes 
of  society.  For  the  first  point,  producer  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  has 
made  the  happy  selection  of  Katharine  Hepburn,  who  played  the  leading 
role  in  the  stage  play,  and  who,  on  the  screen,  reveals  new  warmth 
in  her  character.  As  for  the  second  point,  there  have  been  assembled 
Cary  Grant,  James  Stewart,  Ruth  Hussey,  John  Howard,  Roland 
Young,  John  Halliday,  Mary  Nash,  Virginia  Weidler  and  several 
others. 

Miss  Hepburn  appears  to  have  struck  a  prophetic  chord  for  ex- 
hibitors, when,  having  been  discovered  by  too  many  witnesses  during 

an  escapade,  she  says,  "You  should  sell  tickets  for  this." 
The  madcap  story  begins  with  Grant  returning  to  Miss  Hepburn's home  in  time  to  find  his  divorced  wife  about  to  embark  on  another  ven- 

ture into  matrimony — this  time  with  John  Howard,  a  fortune  seeker. 
In  an  effort  to  win  back  Miss  Hepburn,  Grant  attempts  to  break  up 
the  marriage  and  succeeds  in  getting  two  newspaper  photographers 
into  the  house,  Stewart  and  Miss  Hussey. 

Grant  tries  to  humanize  the  goddess-like  Miss  Hepburn  but  has  no 
luck  at  it  until  she  tries  champagne.  After  a  grand  drunk  scene  in 
which  the  entire  company  passes  under  the  influence  of  Bacchus,  and 
an  even  more  lively  hangover  episode,  Howard  and  Hepburn  part  com- 

pany and  the  wedding  guests  are  treated  to  the  remarriage  of  the  latter 
to  Grant.  Virginia  Weidler  should  endear  herself  to  audiences  for  her 

portrayal  of  the  role  of  Miss  Hepburn's  young  sister,  and  Stewart 
should  earn  special  plaudits  for  the  love  scene  with  Miss  Hepburn. 

Donald  Ogden  Stewart  adapted  Philip  Barry's  play  for  the  screen, 
while  George  Cukor  directed. 

Running  time,  110  minutes.    "A."*  Edward  Greif 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Always  a  Bride 
(Warners) 

"Always  a  Bride"  is  a  light  and  gay  comedy,  whose  unpretentious 
production  does  not  handicap  the  players,  the  director  or  the  film  itself. 

Rosemary  Lane  and  George  Reeves  are  co-starred  with  support  by 
John  Eldredge,  Virginia  Brissac,  Francis  Peirlot  and  others.  The  top 
members  of  the  cast,  particularly  Reeves,  are  equipped  with  smart 
dialogue  and  they  deliver  it  to  best  advantage. 

The  tale  is  that  of  a  pretty  girl,  Miss  Lane,  engaged  to  marry  the 
town's  successful  but  dull  business  man,  Eldredge.  The  marriage  fails 
to  materialize  because  Reeves  interferes,  and  then  marries  Miss  Lane. 
In  order  to  support  his  bride,  Reeves  seeks  a  job,  his  first.  Through 
political  shenanigans,  he  becomes  a  dark  horse  candidate  for  mayor  and 
is  elected. 

The  screenplay  by  Robert  E.  Kent  was  based  on  a  play  by  Barry 
Conners.  Noel  M.  Smith  directed  and  William  Jacobs  was  associate 
producer. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.  "G."!* 

The  Border  Legion 
(Republic) 
Republic  again  has  delved  into  the  apparently  inexhaustible  supply 

of  sagebrush  novels  by  Zane  Grey  and  selected  for  screen  treatment 

the  author's  story  of  an  army  of  badmen  in  the  West.  Grey's  "The 
Border  Legion"  is  typical  of  his  tales. 

This  version,  as  adapted  by  Olive  Cooper  and  Louis  Stevins,  is  told 
with  Roy  Rogers  enacting  the  role  of  the  young  doctor  who  gallantly 
flees  to  the  West  after  being  accused  of  a  crime  of  which  he  is  innocent 
so  that  his  friend,  who  is  guilty,  will  not  have  to  face  the  music. 

Prominent  in  the  story  are  George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  Coral  Hughes  and 
Joseph  Sawyer. 

Rogers  becomes  involved  with  the  "Legion"  when  its  leader,  Sawyer, 
is  wounded  in  a  gun  battle  and  he,  Rogers,  is  called  in.  Rogers  gains 
the  confidence  of  the  outlaws  and  attempts  to  lead  them  into  a  trap. 
They  become  aware  of  his  plan  and  a  battle  follows. 

Joseph  Kane  directed  and  acted  as  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.    "G."  * 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

LA.  Demands 

Cameramen's 
Jurisdiction 

Hollywood,  Nov.  25. — The  seven- 
year  feud  between  the  I.A.T.S.E.  and 
the  American  Society  of  Cinemato- 
graphers  broke  into  the  open  today  as 
the  union  declared  that  all  LA.  men 
must  resign  from  the  A.S.C.  The 
fight  started  in  1933  when  Alliance 
cameramen  struck  and  the  A.S.C.  ob- 

tained a  bargaining  contract. 
Hebert  Aller,  business  representa- 

tive of  Studio  Photographers  Local 
659,  arrived  by  plane  last  night  from 
New  Orleans  where  he  conferred  with 
George  Browne,  LA.  president,  and 
announced  the  organization  would  not 
grant  a  separate  charter  to  the  A.S.C, 
and  that  the  Alliance  would  enforce 
the  jurisdiction  it  claims  over  all 
camera  work. 

Pat  Casey,  producer  labor  contact, 
today  had  not  been  notified  of  the  LA. 
action  by  its  officers.  The  A.S.C. 
pact  has  several  years  yet  to  run. 
The  LA.  photographers'  local  agree- ment with  producers  covers  all  camera 
work  except  first  cameramen,  who  are 
A.S.C.  members. 

Office  Guild  Named 

For  Seven  Studios 

Washington,  Nov.  25. — The  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board  today 

announced  certification  of  the  Screen 
Office  Employes  Guild  as  the  sole  col- 

lective bargaining  agency  for  the  of- 
fice and  clericaL  employes  of  Colum- 
bia, RKO,  Universal,  Republic  pro- 

ductions, Loew's,  Walter  Wanger Productions  and  Hal  Roach  Studios. 

The  20th  Century-Fox  Studios'  Of- fice Employes  Guild  was  designated 
as  agent  for  the  same  classes  of  em- 

ployes at  20th  Century-Fox. 
In  the  seven  studios  at  which  it  was 

designated,  the  S.O.E.G.  received  909 
votes  against  41  against  it,  but  at  20th 
Century-Fox  it  received  only  156 
against  242  for  the  studio  organization. 

S.  P.  G.  Waives  Dues 

For  Men  in  Service 
The  membership  of  the  Screen  Pub- 

licists Guild  has  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion providing  that  any  member  draft- 

ed or  volunteering  for  the  nation's armed  forces  shall  continue  as  a  guild 
member  in  good  standing  for  the  dura- 

tion of  his  services,  with  all  dues 
and  assessments  waived. 

It  further  provides  that  the  employ- 
er consider  any  such  employe  as  hav- 

ing been  granted  a  leave  of  absence, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  service 
he  shall  resume  his  former  position 
or  an  equal  position  at  the  current contract  scale. 

To  Ban  French  Film 

Providence,  Nov.  25.  —  Captain 
George  W.  Cowan,  police  amusement 
inspector,  has  informed  the  Avon  The- 

atre that  any  application  for  a  license 
to  show  the  French  Film,  "Daybreak" will  be  turned  down.  Cowan  explained 
his  stand  by  saying  the  picture  is  on 
the  Class  C  list  of  the  Legion  of Decency. 
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3,000  Studio 

Worker  s  Claim 

Extra  Salary 

Overtime  to  Be  Taken  Up 
In  Pact  Meetings 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26. — Three 
thousand  of  the  10,000  I.A.T.S.E. 
workers  at  the  studios  here  have 
overtime  coming  to  them  for  the 
last  two  years  under  the  Wages  and 
Hours  Act,  and  some  seek  from 
$700  to  $1,000  each,  Harold  V. 

Smith,  chairman  of  the  locals'  busi- 
ness representatives,  today  told  Pat 

Casey,  producers'  labor  representa- tive. 

Following  this  disclosure,  ex- 
perts figured  that  the  overtime 

pay  claimed  may  run  into  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars. 

This  and  other  matters  will  be 
taken  up  in  negotiations  begin- 

ning next  Monday. 
These    negotiations    will    aim  to 

amend  the  existing  union  bargaining 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Harrold  Reelected 

Indiana  ATO  Head 

Indianapolis,  Nov.  26.— Roy  E. 
Harrold  of  Rushville  was  reelected 
president  of  the  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana  as  the  organiza- 

tion closed  its  14th  annual  convention 
at  the  Hotel  Antlers  here  today. 

{Continued  on  page  4) 

Republic  Budgets 

$50,000  Trade  Ads 
Hollywood,  Nov.  26.— Re- 

public today  announced  that 
it  would  spend  $50,000,  its 
greatest  trade  paper  advertis- 

ing budget,  to  advertise  its 
"Melody  Ranch."  The  ads 
will  feature  the  line,  "Gene 
Autry's  first  $500,000  all-star 
production." 
Quarterly  meeting  of  Re- 

public's Pacific  Coast  sales 
heads  was  held  today  at  the 
studio  with  H.  J.  Yates  and 
M.  J.  Siegel,  studio  chief. 
Attending  were  J.  T.  Shef- 

field, Northwest  franchise 
holder;  Sid  Weisbaum,  San 
Francisco  exchange  manager, 
and  Francis  Bateman,  Los 
Angeles  branch  head. 

Air  Raids  Close 

75  London  Houses 

London,  Nov.  26. — A  total  of 
75  film  houses  in  the  London 
district  have  been  closed  as 
a  result  of  bombings,  accord- 

ing to  the  most  recent  check- 
up. Of  the  total,  50  either  are 

destroyed  or  cannot  be  re- 
paired under  present  condi- 

tions. 

NeelyBill 

Hopes  Fade 

Washington,  Nov.  26. — Members 
of  Congress  today  gave  no  indication 
that  they  recognize  any  need  for  ac- 

tion on  the  Neely  block  booking  bill, 
such  as  was  urged  in  the  statement 
issued  yesterday  by  Dr.  Ray  Lyman 
Wilbur,  president  of  the  Motion  Pic- 

ture Research  Council,  as  a  result  of 
the  organization's  dissatisfaction  with the  consent  decree. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that 
if  the  Department  of  Justice  has  found 
it  economically  inadvisable  to  set  up 
any  stiffer  selling  arrangement  than 
the  five-film  block,  action  on  the  pro- 

posed legislation  should  be  deferred 
until  at  least  it  was  shown .  how  the 
new  setup  would  work  out. 
The  House  continues  to  meet  only 

twice  a  week. 

N.Y.  Censor  Made 

926  Cuts  in  1,762 

Films  Seen  in  Year 

Albany,  Nov.  26.— A  total  of  926 
eliminations  were  made  in  111  pictures 
out  of  1,762  reviewed  during  the  year 
from  July  1,  1939  to  June  30,  1940, 
according  to  the  annual  report  of  the 
New  York  State  censor  board,  sub- 

mitted by  Edwin  Esmond,  director  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Division.  The 
report  was  made  to  E.  E.  Cole,  Com- missioner of  Education,  under  whose 
jurisdiction  the  censor  board  falls. 

Nine  pictures  were  rejected  entire- 
ly, but  three  of  these  later  were  ap- 

proved after  revision. 
The  State  received  $311,800  in  rev- 

enue from  the  tax  of  three  mills  per 
original  foot  of  film  collectetl  for  re- 

view. This  was  $12,777  more  than  the 
previous  year,  when  receipts  totaled 
$298,023.  Net  revenue  to  the  state 
was  $247,922,  against  $230,727  a  year 
ago,  since  a  $3,400  saving  in  expendi- 

tures was  effected  by  Esmond  in  op- 
erating the  bureau.  Expenses  totaled 

$63,777  this  year  as  against  $67,296  in 
the  preceding  year. 

The  board's  eliminations  were  made 
on  the  following  statutory  grounds : 
indecent,  245 ;  inhuman,  31  ;  tending 
to  incite  to  crime,  60;  immoral  or 
tending  to  corrupt  morals,  501 ;  sacri- 

legious, 89.  These  included  scenes, 
subtitles  and  dialogue. 
A  total  of  488  foreign-made  films 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

MPTOA  Hints  Law  Suits 

Better  Than  Arbitration 

Arbitration  as  projected  in  the  New  York  consent  decree  is  sharply 
criticized  in  an  M.P.T.O.A.  bulletin  sent  to  members  yesterday  over 
the  signature  of  Ed  L.  Kuykendall,  president. 
The  bulletin  raises  the  question 

whether  an  exhibitor  with  a  grievance 
might  not  be  better  off  filing  an  anti- 

trust suit  for  triple  damages  than 
availing  himself  of  arbitration.  It 
suggests  that  exhibitors  consult  their 
attorneys  on  this  point. 

The  decree  is  cited,  however,  as  jus- 
tification of  the  M.P.T.O.A.'s  tradi- 

tional aversion  to  court  action  for  ad- 
justment of  industry  differences. 

The  bulletin  weighs  the  entire  de- 
cree in  the  balance  with  the  M.P.T. 

OA.  10-point  trade  practice  code  pro- 
posals of  several  years  ago  and  finds 

the  decree  wanting  in  every  respect 
from  the  organization's  viewpoint.  It 
contends  that  nothing  desired  by  ex- 

hibitors has  been  accomplished  through 
the  decree  on  any  of  the  following 
trade  proposals :  block  booking  and 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Warners  Reissue 

'Here  Comes  Navy' 
Warner  Bros,  is  reissuing  "Here 

Comes  the  Navy."  Produced  in  1934, 
it  was  one  of  the  first  pictures  in 
which  the  team  of  James  Cagney  and 
Pat  O'Brien  was  presented.  The 
company  already  reports  several  book- 

ing on  the  reissue. 
This  reissue,  according  to  company 

officials,  was  prompted  by  the  pres- 
ent public  interest  in  national  de- 

fense, and  particularly  in  the  Navy. 
The  picture  presents  closeup  views 
aboard  the  battleship  Arizona  and 
scenes  at  the  San  Pedro  Naval  Train- 

ing School,  the  San  Diego  Naval  Air 
Station  and  maneuvers  of  the  Pacific 
Fleet  at  sea. 

50-50  Terms 

Probable  for 

M-G-MVWintT 

Policy  Will  Be  Decided 

At  Chicago  Conference 

M-G-M's  general  release  terms 

for  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  trade 
observers  believe,  will  be  de- 

termined i  n Chicago, 

where  William 
F.  Rodgers, 

general  sales manager,  has 

called  a  two- 
da  y  meeting of  district, 
branch  and 
home  office 

d  i  s  t  r  i  b  u  - tion  officials, 

beginning  o  n S  aturday. 
David  O. 

Selznick,  pro- 
ducer of  the  picture,  is  in  Chicago 

to  meet  with  Rodgers  on  the  mat- 
ter, prior  to  the  sales  meeting. 
Officially,  no  definite  sales 

plan  for  the  picture's  general release  has  been  determined. 
However,  it  has  been  revealed 
that  home  office  conversations 
indicate  the  possibility  that 
M-G-M  will  ask  terms  of  50  per 
cent,  with  minimum  box-office scales  to  be  set  at  55  cents  for 
evenings,  inclusive  of  tax,  and 
40  cents  for  matinees. 
That  there  has  been  some  talk 

among  the  officials  about  the  advis- 
ability of  recommending  to  exhibitors 

that  a  reserved  seat  policy  be  followed 
at  night,  also  has  been  indicated. 
That  Loew's  circuit  will  replay  the 

film  at  "popular  prices"  is  also  antici- (Continued  on  page  4) 

W.  F.  Rodgers 

Action  onB  &  K  and 

FWC  Cases  Due  Soon 
The  Government  will  move  in  two 

or  three  weeks  to  have  the  Balaban 
&  Katz  and  Fox  West  Coast  consent 
decree  actions  disposed  of  to  conform 
with  the  New  York  case  decree,  it 
was  learned  here  yesterday. 

Harold  Collins  and  Albert  Law,  De- 
partment of  Justice  representatives  in 

Los  Angeles,  will  make  the  applica- 
tion in  court  in  the  Fox  West  Coast 

case.  Robert  Wright  and  Seymour 
Simon  will  handle  the  B.  &  K.  case  in 
Chicago  for  the  Government. 
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Record  Fund 

Seen  in  Drive 

By  Federation 

The  amusement  industry  this  year 
will  exceed  its  record  total  of  $150,- 
000  raised  in  1939  in  the  drive  of  the 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federation  of 
Jewish  Charities,  it  was  indicated  in 
reports  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
amusement  division  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
yesterday. 

More  than  40  persons  attended  the 
meeting.  Louis  Nizer  outlined  the 
needs  of  the  charities  affiliated  with 
the  Federation.  Major  Albert  War- 

ner, co-chairman  of  the  division  with 
David  Bernstein,  presided. 

Marvin  Schenck,  B.  S.  Moss,  Leo- 
pold Friedman  and  Ben  Bernie  were 

named  to  a  committee  to  arrange  the 
annual  luncheon,  with  Nizer  in 
charge  of  program  arrangements. 
Among  those  at  the  luncheon  were : 

Harry  H.  Buxbaum,  J.  J.  Lee,  Max 
Cohen ;  M.  J.  Fessler,  Alan  E.  Freed- 
man,  Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  B.  S.  Moss, 
Harry  Nadel,  Louis  Phillips,  L.  W. 
Schneider,  Walter  Reade,  Jr.,  David 
Miller,  Sam  Rinzler,  Herman  Rob- 
bins,  Harold  Rodner,  Max  Rudnick, 
Edward  N.  Rugoff,  Abe  Schneider, 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Sam  Shain, 
Saul  Trauner,  A.  P.  Waxman,  David 
Weinstock,  Max  Seligman,  Leon 
Goldberg,  Charles  Moses,  Herman 
Bernie  and  Max  B.  Blackman. 

Personal  Mention 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO president,  plans  to  remain  at  the 
studio  until  about  Christmas. 

William  Bullock,  in  charge  of 

administration  of  RCA  Photophone's 
Hollywood  office,  and  Barton 
Kreuzer,  heading  West  Coast  sales, 
are  at  Camden  for  home  office  con- ferences. 

Terey  Tuener,  head  of  the  RKO 
field  exploitation  staff,  left  last  night 
for  Denver. 

• 

Sam  Germaine,  20th  Century-Fox 
head  booker  in  New  Haven,  and 
Mrs.  Germaine  will  celebrate  their 
25th  wedding  anniversary  on  Dec.  7. 

Lawrence  Schanberger,  owner  of 
Keith's  Theatre,  Baltimore,  has  re- turned from  Atlantic  City. 

• 
Bert  Armm,  son  of  Jack  Armm, 

Columbia  salesman  in  Albany,  is  at 
Fort  Slocum,  having  joined  the  Coast 
Artillery.  He  will  go  to  Puerto  Rico 
after  preparatory  training. 

• 
Mrs.  Charles  Smakwitz,  wife  of 

the   Warner   Circuit  district  mana- 
ger in  Albany,  is  recovering  from  a 

recent  operation  in  Albany  Hospital. 
• 

Nat  Turberg,  manager  of  the 
Northio  Paramount,  Hamilton,  O., 
has  returned  to  work  following  a  re- 

cent operation. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

•fa  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HAvemeyer  6-5000.Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  6:45  am 
The  Plainsman  .  .  .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .    .    ,10:35  pm 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  4**. 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

ARTHUR  LOEW,  vice-president  of Loew's,  underwent  a  minor  hand 
operation  yesterday  at  the  Mount  Si- 

nai Hospital.  He  will  be  back  at  his 
desk  shortly. 

• 

J.  Carlo  Bavetta,  managing  direct- 
or in  Brazil  for  20th  Century-Fox,  is 

expected  here  soon. 
• 

David  Bernstein,  James  R.  Grain- 
ger, Sidney  Phillips,  Erno  Rapee, 

Owen  Davis,  Louis  Dreyfus,  Wil- 
liam Orr,  John  W.  Hicks  lunched 

yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor. 
• 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  Neil  Agnew, 
J.  J.  Unger,  Milton  Kusell,  Leon- 

ard Golden  son,  William  Melnik- 
er,  John  Golden,  Frank  Phelps, 
Clayton  Bond,  Arthur  Mayer,  Al 
Lewis,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  John 
Buchanan  and  Arthur  Krim 

lunching  yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 

Bernard  Brandt,  Arthur  Silver- 
stone,  Kay  Kamen  and  Joseph 
Moskowitz  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.)  yes- 

terday for  lunch. • 
Louis  Astor,  Max  Weisfeldt  and 

Irving  Shapiro  lunching  at  Lindy's (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday. 
• 

Harry  Gold,  Arthur  Kelly,  Fred 
McConnell,  William  Fitelson, 
Leo  Abrams  and  Jeffrey  Bernerd 
having  lunch  at  the  Tavern  yester- day. 

• 
Mrs.  Percy  Friedman,  wife  of  the 

manager  of  the  Yeadon,  Philadelphia 
suburban  house,  became  the  mother 
of  a  daughter  last  week. 

• 
Elmer  C.  Rhoden,  head  of  Fox 

Midwest,  has  been  named  a  director 
of  Kansas  City's  new  Saddle  and Sirloin  Club,  to  promote  the  animal 
livestock  show. 

• 
William  H.  Parsons,  operator  at 

the  Strand,  Swoyerville,  Pa.,  and 
Janet  Evans  were  married  last 
week. 

• 
James  Owen,  former  mayor  of 

Branson,  Mo.,  and  for  years  opera- 
tor of  the  Owen  Theatre  there,  and 

Lois  Barbara  Lewis  of  Pryor,  Okla., 
will  be  married  in  January. 

• 
Mrs.  Edward  Sokolowsky,  wife  of 

an  exhibitor  in  Plainfield,  Conn.,  is 
the  mother  of  a  second  boy,  Michael, 
born  at  Backus  Hospital,  Norwich, 
Conn. 

• 
John  P.  Findlay,  exhibitor  of 

Mystic,  Conn.,  has  left  for  a  vacation at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Greenthal  Discusses 

Plans  at  U.  A.  Meet 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26.  —  Monroe 
Greenthal,  newly  appointed  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity  for  United 
Artists,  discussed  publicity  and  ex- 

ploitation of  new  films  at  a  luncheon 
today  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  ten- dered to  U.  A.  producers  by  Maurice 
Silverstone,  chief  of  world  wide  op- erations. 

Silverstone  has  changed  his  plans  to 
leave  for  New  York  tomorrow,  and 
now  plans  to  leave  Friday  or  Satur- 

day. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

HTHE  first  films  of  the  Greco-Italian ■*■  war  are  shown  as  war  news  is 
again  the  dominating  feature.  Lord 
Lothian's  report  upon  arriving  from 
London,  the  British  and  French  naval 
encounter  of  some  weeks  back,  air 
raid  damage  in  London  and  views  of 
the  war  in  the  Far  East  are  included. 
Contents  follow : 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  23  —  British attack  French  fleet  at  Oran.  Greeks  and 
Italians  battle.  Japs  bombard  supply  trains 
on  the  Burma  Road.  Football. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  221— British and  French  in  naval  battle.  Lord  Lothian 

reports  on  the  war.  Greeks  and  Italians 
in  battle.  Toys  set  for  Christmas  buying. 
Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  26— Greek- 

Italian  war.  Girl  is  football  star  at  Ala- 
bama school.  Lord  Lothian  tells  of  war. 

Football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  26-Italians 

and  Greeks  in  battle.  Londoners  carry  on 
after  night  raids.  Lord  Lothian  arrives 
confident  of  British  victory.  Thanksgiving 
parade  in  New  York.  Maryland  town  is sold  at  auction.  Football. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  931— 

Greco-Italian  war.  Air-raid  damage  in 
London.  Americans  leave  Shanghai.  New 
army  plane  in  St.  Louis.  First  New  York draftees  sworn  in.  Female  football  star  at 
Alabama  school.  Football. 

'Night  of  Stars'  Set 
For  Garden  Tonight 

The  seventh  annual  "Night  of 
Stars"  show  will  take  place  tonight 
at  Madison  Square  Garden  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal 
for  refugee  relief. 

Scores  of  entertainers,  including 
screen,  stage  and  radio  personalities, 
will  appear,  and  the  show  is  expected 
to  run  about  five  hours.  Marvin 
Schenck  of  Loew's  is  chairman  of  the 
producing  committee. 
WHN  will  again  carry  the  broad- cast of  the  show,  from  10:15  P.M.  to 

midnight.  As  was  done  last  year, 
I.  J.  Fox  will  pay  for  the  time  but 
will  receive  no  sponsorship  mention 
on  the  air.  The  money  thus  received 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  fund. 

Bernie  Toastmaster 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  26. — Ben 
Bernie  will  be  toastmaster  at  the 
sixth  annual  banquet  of  the  local 
Variety  Club  Dec.  12,  at  which  Post- master General  Frank  C.  Walker  will 
be  guest  of  honor. 
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CARY  GRANT 

KATHARINE  HEPBURN 

JAMES  STEWART  m 

"THE  PHILADELPHIA  STORY" with  RUTH  HUSSEY 

John  Howard  •  Roland  Young  •  John 
Halliday  •  Mary  Nash  •  Virginia  Weidler 
Screen  Plav  by  Donald  Ogden  Stewart  •  Based 
on  the  Play  by  Philip  Barry  .  Directed  by GEORGE  CUKOR  •  Produced  by  JOSEPH 
L.  MANK1EWICZ    •  An  M-G-M  Picture 
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50-50  Terms 

Probable  for 

M-G-M  VWind' 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
pated  by  those  close  to  the  situation. 

General  release  selling  probably  will 
begin  about  Dec.  15  and  the  first  dates 
which  will  be  accepted  will  be  for 
about  one  month  later. 

M-G-M  estimates  that  the  picture 
will  gross  anywhere  from  $3,500,000 
to  $5,000,000  in  general  release.  The 
company  feels  that  it  has  7,000  book- 

ing possibilties  remaining  and  that 
numerically  as  many  theatre  patrons 
are  waiting  to  see  the  picture  at  re- 

duced prices  as  have  already  seen  it. 
Rodgers  and  E.  M.  Saunders, 

Western  division  sales  manager, 
are  in  Chicago  now  and  will 
remain  there  for  the  meeting.  T. 
J.  Connors,  Eastern,  Southern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager,  will  return 
to  New  York  today  from  Detroit  and 
will  leave  for  the  Chicago  meeting 
Friday  evening.  Also  leaving  from 
the  home  office  will  be  Howard  Dietz, 
advertising  and  publicity  director;  E. 
W.  Aaron,  assistant  to  Rodgers ;  E. 
K.  O'Shea,  Eastern  district  manager, 
and  Tyree  Dillard  of  the  legal  staff. 
At  the  meeting  the  men  will  also 

explore  the  effects  of  the  consent  de- 
cree on  the  company's  sales  policy 

and  procedure  for  next  season.  Dil- 
lard, will  address  the  meeting  on  the 

decree. 

CEA  Studies  Change 

In  Theatre  Policies 

London,  Nov.  26. — The  emergency 
committee  of  the  London  and  Home 
Counties  Branch  of  the  Cinemato- 

graph Exhibitors  Association  decided 
at  a  meeting  today  on  a  policy  of  co- 

operation with  all  licensing  authori- 
ties, aiming  at  a  rearrangement  of 

operating  hours  to  hold  losses  to  a 
minimum. 

The  committee  exhaustively  dis- 
cussed opening  hours  and  program 

policy  with  the  design  of  suggesting 
readjustments  to  present  conditions. 
A  full  executive  committee  meeting 
was  called  for  next  week  to  devise 
a  plan  for  shorter  programs.  Despite 
the  discussions,  it  was  decided  not  to 
adopt  a  policy  of  seven-day  bookings. 
Consideration  was  given  also  to  the 
elimination  of  charity  payments  as  a 
basis  for  Sunday  opening. 

Smith  on  Sales  Trip 
To  Western  Offices 

A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  sales  manager  of 
RKO,  left  via  American  Airlines  last 
night  for  the  West,  where  he  will 
visit  exchanges  in  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  Portland,  Seattle,  Salt 
Lake  City  and  Denver. 

Smith  will  discuss  new  product,  or- 
ganization methods  and  the  consent 

decree  with  Western  District  Man- 
ager J.  H.  Maclntyre  and  sales  staffs 

headed  by  Branch  Managers  H.  C. 
Cohen,  G.  William  Wolf,  Mark 
Cory,  E.  A.  Lamb,  J.  H.  Ashby  and 
H.  S.  Fuller. 

Closes  Theatre  to 
Answer  Draft  Call 

Kansas  City,  Nov.  26.— 
Charles  Martin  has  closed  the 
Republic  Theatre  at  Republic, 
Mo.,  in  order  to  answer  a 
draft  call  to  serve  in  the army. 

Work  Begins  on 

U.S.  Army  Films 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26. — Work  will 
start  immediately  on  production  of 
Army  training  films,  following  ap- 

proval of  scripts  today  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Industry's  National  Defense 
Division  production  committee,  at 
which  Y.  Frank  Freeman  presided. 
A  new  project  is  films  for  Navy 

training,  and  the  M-G-M  shorts  de- 
partment was  given  this  work  at  its 

request.  Production  of  films  for  the 
National  Defense  Advisory  Committee 
was  discussed.  John  Hay  Whitney  of 
the  committee  is  due  here  tomorrow 
to  confer  with  Freeman  on  South 
American  problems.  Will  H.  Hays 
addressed  the  meeting. 

Harrold  Reelected 

Indiana  ATO  Head 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Other  officers  also  were  reelected. 

They  are:  Ernest  L.  Miller,  Indian- 
apolis, vice-president ;  Harry  Markun, 

Indianapolis,  treasurer,  and  Don  E. 
Rossiter,  executive  secretary. 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 

of  Allied  States,  discussed  the  con- 
sent decree,  divorcement  and  other 

legislation  and  court  actions,  and  out- 
lined the  attitude  of  the  national  or- 

ganization on  these  matters, 
The  convention  closed  tonight  with 

a  banquet.  Speakers  were  Col.  Ros- 
coe  Turner,  aviation  executive,  and 
Dr.  James  V.  Sparks,  recently  com- 

mander of  an  American  ambulance 
unit  in  France.  Marc  J.  Wolf  was 
toastmaster. 
Named  to  the  board  of  directors 

were : 
District  No.  1— Alex  Manta,  Maurice 

Rubin,  H.  Lisle  Kreighbaum;  Karl  Gast, alternate. 
No.  2— Roy  Kalver,  Pete  Mailers,  Albert Borkenstein,  Douglass  Haney,  alternate. 
No.  3 — William  Studebaker,  Sara  W. 

Neall,  Richard  Vlastos;  J.  M.  Dixon,  alter- 

"Vo.  4— V.  U.  Young,  P.  H.  Dickson, Leonard  Soward;  I.  R.  Holycross,  alter- nate. 
No.  5 — Harry  Vonderschmitt,  A.  H.  Kauf- 

man, Jack  Vanborssum;  J.  B.  Sconce,  al- ternate. 
No.  6 — Harrold,  Trueman  Rembusch, 

Walter  F.  Easley;  Joseph  Schilling,  alter- nate. 
No.  7 — Oscar  Fine,  Harry  Kornblum, 

Bruce  Miller;  Howard  Hargis,  alternate. 
No.  8— Sam  J.  Switow,  H.  P.  Johnson, 

A.  B.  Thompson;  Lowell  T.  Moore,  alter- nate. 
No.  9— Fred  Dolle,  Harry  Markun,  Ernest 

Miller,  Earl  Bell;  Joseph  Cantor,  alternate. 

To  Testify  in  'U'  Suit Officers  of  Erpi  and  Eastman  Kodak 
were  ordered  yesterday  by  N.  Y.  Su- 

preme Court  Justice  Isador  Wasser- 
vogel  to  appear  for  examination  before 
trial  and  produce  books  and  records 
in  connection  with  the  suit  of  Samuel 
I.  Posen  against  Universal,  its  offi- 

cers, directors  and  others. 

N.Y.  Censor  Made 

926  Cuts  in  1,762 

Films  Seen  in  Year 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
were  submitted  as  against  485  a  year 
ago,  including  productions  in  20  coun- tries besides  the  U.  S.  This  may  be 
accounted  for,  however,  by  the  fact 
that  many  foreign-made  films  are  held 
up  in  distribution  so  that  a  big  ma- 

jority of  the  films  submitted  undoubt- 
edly were  produced  before  the  out- break of  the  war  in  September,  1939, 

according  to  officials.  Foreign-made 
films  submitted  for  licensing  were 
made  in  France,  Germany,  China, 
Mexico,  Czechoslovakia,  Poland,  Swed- 

en, Hungary,  Russia,  Italy,  Egypt, 
Ethiopia,  Finland,  Ireland,  Spain, 
Austria,  Argentina,  Norway,  Cuba 
and  Denmark. 
Esmond,  in  noting  the  considerable 

increase  in  use  of  16mm.  films,  called 

attention  to  a  recent  ruling  by  State's Attorney  General  John  J.  Bennett 
that  these  come  within  the  censorship 
statute  and  must  be  licensed  before  ex- 

hibition "at  any  place  of  amusement 
for  pay  or  in  connection  with  any 
business  in  the  State  of  New  York." 

Short  Is  Elected  by 

Dallas  Variety  Club 
Dallas,  Nov.  26— Paul  Short  of 

National  Screen  Service,  has  been 
elected  chief  barker  of  the  local  Va- 

riety Club,  succeeding  Robert  J. 
O'Donnell,  who  retired  after  five 

years. 
Directors  elected  are :  R.  E.  Griffith, 

Short,  Lynn  Stocker,  B.  C.  Gibson, 
Ted  De  Boer,  James  O.  Cherry,  Wil- 

liam O'Donnell,  Bert  King,  W.  G. 
Underwood,  Don  Douglas,  Jack  Lut- 
zer.  King  is  first  assistant  barker, 
Cherry  second  assistant,  De  Boer 
dough  guy,  and  Douglas  secretary. 
Delegates  to  the  Atlantic  City  con- 

vention are  Duke  Evans  and  Clyde 
Hoover. 

Possible  End  Seen 

Of  Film  'Graininess9 Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  26.  —  A 
possible  way  to  eliminate  "graininess" from  film  is  indicated  in  the  discovery 
that  the  silver  in  developed  film  is  not 
properly  represented  by  the  dots 
which  show  as  "grains"  to  the  eye 
and  microscope,  but  is  really  lacework 
of  fine  lines. 
The  discovery  was  announced  here 

by  Dr.  C.  E.  K.  Mees,  director  of  re- 
search for  Eastman  Kodak.  The  dis- 
closure was  made  possible  through  the 

use  of  the  electron  microscope. 

Greenhouse  Here 

From  Philippines 
Dan  Greenhouse,  RKO  manager  in 

the  Philippine  Islands,  has  arrived  in 
New  York  for  a  vacation  of  several 
weeks.  He  reported  film  and  theatre 
business  in  his  territory  at  normal 
levels  despite  economic  disturbances  in 
the  Far  East  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

Grants  Watson  Allowance 

Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  yester- 
day granted  a  final  allowance  of  $15,- 000  to  Archibald  R.  Watson,  attorney 

for  the  receivers  of  Fox  Theatres 
Corp.  from  1932  to  1934.  Watson  pre- 

viously had  received  $50,000. 

3,000  Studio 

Workers  Claim 

Extra  Salary 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
contracts  to  conform  with  the  Federal 
law.  Agreement  to  hold  the  meetings 
was  reached  today  by  Casey  and  rep- 

resentatives of  eight  of  the  10  I.A.T. 
S.E.  locals. 

Smith  and  other  union  officials  for- 
mally presented  demands  that  matters 

held  in  abeyance  since  last  year's basic  agreement  conferences,  such  as 
reclassification  of  employes  and  over- 

time for  key  men  earning  more  than 
the  scale,  be  discussed,  as  well  as 
exemptions  under  the  law. 

The  negotiations  will  be  on  a  basis 
of  each  union  presenting  desired  ad- 

justments, Smith  said.  He  issued  a 
statement  giving  the  position  of  the 
locals,  as  follows : 
"We  desire  to  negotiate  individually 

as  local  unions  of  the  I.A.T. S.E.  on 
the  basis  of  the  producers-I.A.T.S.E. 
agreement  of  1939.  However,  we  re- 

serve the  right  to  resume  negotiations 
due  to  any  unforeseen  contingencies 

as  a  business  representatives'  commit- mittee  representing  the  combined  local 
unions.  We  believe  we  should  mutu- 

ally attempt  to  agree  upon  job  classifi- 
cations, non-exemptions  or  exemptions 

and  retroactive  pay  collection  under 
the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  of  the 

Wage  and  Hour  Law  by  consent  rath- er than  instruction  of  the  Federal 

Government." 
M.P.T.O.A.  Bulletin 

Hints  Suits  Better 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

blind  selling,  conciliation  of  trade  dis- 
putes, unreasonable  clearance,  compet- 

itive overbuying,  unfair  cut-rate  com- 
petition between  theatres,  simplified 

form  of  standard  contract,  unfair  non- 
theatrical  competition,  separate  score 
charge,  designation  of  play  dates  on 
unsuitable  picture  and  forcing  of  short 
subj  ects. 
The  bulletin  gives  no  hint  as  to 

whether  or  not  M.P.T.O.A.  will  con- 
tinue its  opposition  to  the  decree  by 

court  or  other  action. 
"What  our  next  step  is,"  the  bulle- 

tin says,  "will  require  considerable study  and  careful  consideration  by 
competent  counsel.  In  the  meantime, 
every  exhibitor  should  prepare  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  when  the  time 
comes  for  the  decree  to  become  effec- 

tive." 

Seeks  Examination 

Application  to  examine  Nat  Wachs- 
berger,  vice-president  of  Film  Alliance 
of  U.  S.,  Inc.,  in  the  $6,200  breach 
of  contract  suit  of  Sol  Edwards  has 
been  filed  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court. 
Edwards,  formerly  Eastern  sales 
manager  of  Film  Alliance,  claims 
breach  of  a  four-months'  employment contract  made  in  July,  1940.  Percy 
N.  Furber  is  president  of  Film  Alli- 
ance. 

McHenry  in  Lincoln 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  Nov.  26. — Murphy 

McHenry  is  here  from  Hollywood  to 

arrange  the  premiere  of  "Cheers  for 

Miss  Bishop." 
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'Escape9  Hits 

$39,700  in  2 

Hub  Houses 

Boston,   Nov.   26. — "Escape"  and 
"Hullabaloo"  scored  a  total  of  $39,100 
at  Loew's  State  and  Loew's  Orpheum, 
$18,200  at  the  State  and  $21,500  at  the 
rpheum.  Other  grosses  were  off. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

v  ing  Nov.  20  : 
"Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) 
"Phantom  of  Chinatown"  (Mono.) 
"Wagon  Train"  (RKO) 
"I  Met  a  Murderer" 
KEITH     BOSTON— (3,200)  (2Sc-35c-40c- 

55c)    "Stranger"    and    "Phantom"    4  days with    vaudeville,    including    Buster  Shaver 
with   O'live   and   George;    Marjorie  Gains- 
worth;    Johnny    Burke;    Mills,    Kirk  and 
Raye;    Ernie    and    Naida    Perez.  "Wagon 
Train"    and    "Murderer"    3    days.  Gross: $5,000.  (Average,  $8,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Laddie"  (RKO) 
KEITH     MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  "Sinners"  and  "Spitfire"  2  days  of 
2nd  week;  "Zorro"  and  "Laddie"  5  days. Gross:  $14,500.   (Average,  $16,000) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1S41"  (Rep.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average,  $15,- 500) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT — (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $7,500) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
FENWAY— (1,320)  25c-35c-40c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:   $3,500.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (W.B.) 
SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-39c-55c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $3,200.   (Average,  $4,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $18,200.  (Average,  $12,- 000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $21,500.  (Average, 
$17,500) 

Buffalo  Gives  Big 

$9,200  to  'Zorro' Buffalo,  Nov.  26. — "The  Mark  of 
Zorro"  and  "Street  of  Memories"  at 
the  Great  Lakes  drew  $9,200.  "Moon 
Over  Burma,"  plus  Ray  Bolger  and Xavier  Cugat  and  his  orchestra  on  the 
stage  were  good  for  $14,400  at  the 
Buffalo. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  23 : 

"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. 

Ray  Bolger  and  Xavier  Cugat  and  his  or- 
chestra on  stage,  with  Carmen  Castillo, 

Miguelito,  Valdes,  Raul  and  Eva  Rayes, 
and  Max  and  his  Gang.  Gross:  $14,400. 
(Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (ZOth-Fox) 
GREAT  LAKES—  (3,000)  (35c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $9,200.     (Average,  $7,500) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Dancing  On  a  Dime"  (Para.) HIPPODROME— (2,100)   (35c-50c)  7  days, 
2d  run.    Gross:  $7,800.    (Average,  $6,800) 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

40c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,300. 
(Average,  $7,500) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"  (Col.) 
"Before  I  Hang"  (Col.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,500.     (Average,  $6,300) 

Italian  Film  to  Open 

"Queen  of  the  Opera,"  Italian  musi- 
cal film,  distributed  by  Esperia  Film 

Distributing  Co.,  will  open  tomorrow 
at  the  Cine  Roma  Theatre. 

'Zorro'  Pittsburgh 

Winner  at  $5,800 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  26. — The  Ful- 
ton's holdover  of  "Mark  of  Zorro" 

drew  $5,800.  The  Stanley  took  $17,500 
with  "Dulcy"  and  Laurel  and  Hardy on  the  stage. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  21 : 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FULTON— (1,700)    (28c-44c)   7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  PENN— (3,400)  (28c-39c-55c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average, 

$13,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) "Li'l  Abner"  (RKO) 
RITZ— (800)    (28c-44c)    7   days.  Gross: 

$2,500.    (Average,  $3,000) 
"A  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
SENATOR— (1,700)    (28c-39c-55c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $2,800.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,600)  (28c-44c-66c).  On 

stage:  Stan  Laurel  and  Oliver  Hardy  with 
Lew  Parker,  Sid  Gold,  Maxine  Conrad, 
Cass,  Owen  and  Topsy,  Darlene  Garner, 
Danny  Dare  Girls,  Max  Adkins  orchestra. 
7  days.  Gross:  $17,500.  (Average,  $18,000) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) "Laddie"  (RKO) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Melody"  and  Joy 

$7,000,  Kansas  City 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  26. — Rain  and 

holdovers  held  down  grosses.  "Melody 
and  Moonlight"  with  Jimmy  Joy  and 
his  Orchestra  on  the  stage  gave  the 

Tower  $7,000.  "Bitter  Sweet"  and 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  at  Loew's Midland,  were  good  for  $10,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  19-21 : 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800  (28c-44c)  6  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $1,800.  (Average,  6  days, 
$1,800) "Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND—  (4,000)      (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:   $10,300.   (Average,  $9,500) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN  —  (1,900)  (35c-40c-55c)  7  days, 

4th  week.   Gross:  $6,500.   (Average,  $7,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM — (1,500)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $4,700.   (Average,  $5,000) 

"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
TOWER— (2,200)     (30c)    7    days.  Stage: 

Jimmy   Joy   and   his   Orchestra,  featuring 
Betty    Burns    and    Art    London.  Gross: 
$7,000.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
UPTOWN— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  6  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $2,500.  (Average,  6  days, 
$2,600) 

"Burma"  Garners 

$14,300  in  Omaha 
Omaha,  Nov.  26.  —  "Moon  Over 

Burma"  plus  a  stage  show  at  the  Or- 
pheum drew  $14,300.  "Escape"  and 

"Sky  Murder"  took  $9,200  at  the 
Omaha.  The  weather  was  stormy  and 
cold. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  20-21 : 

"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"The  Lady  in  Question"  (Col.) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)   (30e-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,100.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$9,200.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (40c-S5c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Harry  James  and  Four  Ink  Spots. 
Gross:   $14,300.    (Average,  $7,200) 

Union  Holds  Session 
New  Haven,  Nov.  26. — Local  B-41 

of  the  exchange  employes  union  held 
its  first  meeting  this  Winter  last  night 
at  the  Hotel  Garde,  with  Samuel  Zip- 
kin  presiding. 

Contribute  $22,300 

For  English  Relief 

Toronto,  Nov.  26. — Net  pro- 
ceeds of  $22,300  were  made 

available  to  air  raid  victims 
in  England  from  the  patriotic 
rodeo  in  the  Toronto  Coli- 

seum under  the  auspices  of 
the  Canadian  Motion  Picture 
War  Services  Committee,  ac- 

cording to  Chairman  N.  L. 
Nathanson.  The  four  per- 

formances drew  a  total  of 
23,500  persons.  The  commit- 

tee in  charge  of  the  show  was 
part  of  the  Canadian  Picture 
Pioneers. 

'Band'  with  $11,300 

Is  High  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Nov.  26. — "Strike  Up 

the  Band"  boomed  to  $11,300  at  the 
Palace  in  the  second  week.  "The 
Ramparts  We  Watch"  and  "Mexican 
Spitfire  Out  West"  took  $6,800  at  the Princess. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  22 : 

"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
CAPITOL—(2,547)      (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7 days.     Gross:  $7,800.     (Average,  $8,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)  (30c-40c-60c)  7  days,  4th week.    Gross:  $8,000.     (Average,  $8,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.A.) 
ORPHEUM— (919)  (75c-$1.10)  7  days,  2nd week.     Gross:  $4,800.     (Average,  $5,000) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) PALACE— (2,600)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $11,300.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
PRINCESS— (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $6,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Bitter'  Pulls 

Sweet  $8,500 

Seattle  Gross 

Seattle,  Nov.  26. — Three  of  the 
city's  six  first  run  houses  topped  the 
average  mark.  "Bitter  Sweet"  was the  best  grosser,  taking  $8,500  at  the 
Fifth  Avenue.  The  weather  was  clear 
and  cold. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  22 : "Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 

"Street  of  Memories"  (W.B.) 
FIFTH  AVENUE—  (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c-65c) 7  days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)  (30c -40c -50c -65c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $5,300.  (Average, 

$5,000) "Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) "Yesterday's  Heroes"  (Univ.) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days, 4th  week.    Gross:  $3,100.    (Average,  $4,000) "The  Letter"  (W.B.) 

"Calling  AU  Husbands"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"French  Without  Tears"  (Para.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)  (20c-30c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Vaudeville.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Average, 

$5,000) "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,600.  (Average, 
$6,000) 

Building  New  'U'  Branch Cincinnati,  Nov.  26. — Universal 
will  erect  a  two-story  building  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $35,000  to  house  its 
local  branch.  Peter  Rosian  is  the  local 
branch  manager. 

....  the  love  story  that  happened 
ONE  MINUTE  AGO  as  London  fights  NOW! 

Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 
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Hollywood  Notes 
Academy  Sets  Plan 

On  Reorganization 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26. — The  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 

Sciences  has  set  tentative  plans  for  its 
reorganization  and  asked  the  approval 
of  the  Screen  Actors,  Screen  Direc- 

tors and  Screen  Writers  Guilds, 
which,  under  the  project,  would  par- 

ticipate in  the  revised  organization's activities. 
In  communications  to  the  guilds, 

signed  by  President  Walter  Wanger, 
the  Academy  board  of  governors  in- 

vited "definite  assurances  from  the 
boards  of  the  guilds  that  if  such  re- 

organization is  ratified  by  our  present 
members,  the  guilds  will  actively  co- 

operate through  the  Academy,  will 
designate  guild  delegates  to  meet  with 
and  serve  as  additional  members  of 
the  Academy  board,  and  will  share  in 
financing  the  work  of  the  Academy 
through  contributions  from  each 

Guild." Upon  receiving  approval  from  the 
guilds,  the  Academy  will  submit  the 
proposed  by-law  admendments  to 
a  vote  of  the  Academy  membership ; 
call  an  election  for  a  new  Academy 
board,  which  will  elect  new  officers, 
and  start  work  on  the  new  annual 
awards  procedure,  in  which  the  guilds 
will,  as  in  the  last  two  years,  par- 
ticipate. 
The  S.A.G.  board  of  directors  last 

night  took  Wanger's  invitation  under 
advisement,  after  an  explanation  of 
the  project  by  the  Academy  president. 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26 

JOAN  CRAWFORD  will  be  starred 
in  M-G-M's  "A  Woman  Pays," 

with  Melvyn  Douglas  and  Conrad 
Veidt  featured.  George  Cukor,  who 
directed  "The  Women,"  will  guide 
this,  with  Victor  Saville  produc- 

ing. .  .  .  William  Dieterle's  first 
picture  for  RKO  will  be  "The  Devil 
and  Daniel  Webster,"  by  Stephen 
Vincent  Benet,  who  will  do  the 
script.  Charles  L.  Glett  will  be 
Dieterle's  associate  producer.  The 
story  was  originally  a  Saturday 
Evening  Post  serial  and  subsequently 
was  published  in  book  form  by  Far- 
rar  and  Rinehart.  Dieterle's  pro- 

ducing company  will  be  called  Wil- liam Dieterle  Productions.  Inc. 
•  • 

Smiley  Burnette  returned  to  Hol- 
lywood last  week  after  setting  a 

new  personal  appearance  record. 
Traveling  in  an  automobile  and  a 
station  wagon,  Burnette  made  73 
one  night  stands  in  77  days. 

•  • 

Larry  Darmour's  new  serial  for 
Columbia,  "White  Eagle,"  gets  under 
way  shortly,  with  Buck  Jones  in  the 
leading  role,  supported  by  Dorothy 
Fay,  Raymond  Hatton,  James 
Craven  and  Charles  King.  James 
Horne  will  direct  from  an  original 
script  by  Morgan  Cox,  Jack  Cut- 

ting, Larry  Taylor  and  Arch 
Heath.  .  .  .  Republic  is  planning  a 
high  budget  musical,  tentatively  titled 
"Babes  on  Broadway,"  and  will  use 
Mary  Lee,  Lois  Ranson,  Jane 
Frazee,  Carol  Adams,  June  John- 

son and  Marilyn  Hare,  the  lot's 
younger  players,  for  the  leads. •  • 

John  Shelton,  being  groomed  for 
stardom  by  M-G-M,  will  play  the  lead 
in  "Four  Cents  a  Word,"  story  of  a 
young  pulp  magazine  writer.  Busby Berkeley  will  direct  from  a  story 
and  screenplay  by  Marion  Parson- ett.  .  .  .  Eric  Bloke  and  Una  Merkel 
have  been  set  for  featured  roles  in 
Paramount's  "Road  to  Zanzibar," 
starring  Bing  Crosby,  Bob  Hope  and 
Dorothy  Lamour.  .  .  .  Boris  Morros 
left  Hollywood  last  week  with  a  print 
of  "Second  Chorus,"  his  initial  inde- 

pendent production  starring  Paulette 
Goddard  and  Fred  Astaire,  to  tour 
Paramount  exchanges  in  the  East, 
Midwest  and  South.  He  will  hold 
trade  previews  and  address  meetings 
of  Paramount  salesmen. 

Arthur  Hornblow  is  negotiating 
with  Dr.  E.  J.  Akins,  Australian 

author,  for  film  rights  to  "Tikaru," novel  which  deals  with  the  adven- 
tures of  two  Australian  soldiers 

captured  by  a  tribe  of  savage  bush- 
men.  .  .  .  Virginia  Field  will  share 
topline  billing  with  Wayne  Morris 

and  Olypme  Bradna  in  Warner's "Knockout,"  which  William  Clemens 
will  direct. 

•  • 
Roscoe  Ates  joins  the  cast  of 

"Ziegfeld  Girl,"  at  M-G-M.  The  cast 
leads  are  Judy  Garland,  James 
Stewart,  Hedy  Lamarr,  Lana  Tur- 

ner, Tony  Martin,  Jackie  Cooper, 
Charles  Winninger,  Edward  Ever- 

ett Horton,  Phil  Dorn,  Al  Shean, 
Dan  Dailey,  Jr.,  Fay  Holden.  Rob^ 
ert  Z.  Leonard  is  directing,  with 
Pandro  S.  Berman  producing.  .  .  . 
George  Seaton  has  been  given  a  new 
writing  pact  at  M-G-M.  .  .  .  Milton 
Raison  is  doing  the  screenplay  of 
"Tumbledown  Ranch  in  Arizona," 
which  George  Weeks  will  produce  for 
Monogram  release. 

Sig  Rumann  joins  the  cast  of  "That 
Uncertain  Feeling,"  Ernst  Lubitsch 
production.  .  .  .  Harry  Sherman  has 
signed  Victor  Jory  for  "Border  Vigi- 

lantes," 34th  of  the  Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy  series.  .  .  .  Michael  Hogan  is 
polishing  the  script  of  "The  Lady 
from  New  Orleans,"  in  which  Repub- lic will  star  Ona  Munson.  Bernard 
Vorhaus  will  produce  and  direct.  .  .  . 
Phil  Regan  has  been  given  a  term 
contract  by  Paramount,  following  his 
personal  appearance  tour. 

Warners  will  team  William  Lttn- 
digan  and  Maris  Wrixon  in  "Murder 
on  the  Second  Floor,"  from  an  Eng- 

lish play  by  Frank  Vosper.  .  .  .  Clar- 
ence Brown  has  an  option  on  Sam- 

uel Warren's  "For  Tomorrow  We 
Live,"  based  on  the  experience  of  two 
French  aviators  serving  the  R.  A.  F. 
It  will  be  published  in  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post. 

m  • 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  have 
its  heaviest  Christmas  holiday  shoot- 

ing schedule  in  six  years,  with  four 
films  scheduled  to  be  under  way.  .  .  . 
Joan  Fontaine  has  been  loaned  by 
David  O.  Selznck  to  Columbia  for 
"And  Now  Goodbye,"  opposite  Brian 
Aherne.  It  is  from  the  James  Hil- 

ton novel.  .  .  .  "Tonight  Is  Ours" 
is  the  new  title  for  Paramount's '  "Ballerina." 

Studios  Hold 

Pace  With  35 

Films  in  Work 

Hollywood,  Nov.  26. — Thirty-five 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week,  as  five  finished,  five  started  and 
one,  "Citizen  Kane,"  went  back  for 
retakes  at  RKO.  Sixteen  are  being 
prepared,  and  66  are  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studios : 

Jed  Buell 

In  Work  :  "Misbehaving  Husbands." 
Columbia 

In  W ork :  "Penny  Serenade,"  "The 
Face  Behind  the  Mask,"  "Blondie 

Goes  Latin." 
Started :  "Edge  of  Running  Water." 

Lesser-Lubitsch 

In  Work :  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 

ing." 

M-G-M 

In  Work :  "Come  Live  With  Me," 
"Wild  Man  of  Borneo,"  "Ziegfeld 
Girl,"  "Men  of  Boys  Town,"  "The 

Bad  Man." 

Started:  "Four  Cents  a  Word." 
Monogram 

In  Work:  "Trail  of  the  Silver 

Spurs." 

Neufeld 

In  Work :  "Billy  the  Kid's  Gun 

Justice." 

Paramount 

Finished:  "Shepherd  of  the  Hills." 
In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings,"  "The 

Lady  Eve,"  "The  Road  to  Zanzibar," 
"New  York  Town." 

Started:  "Border  Vigilantes." RKO 

Finished:  "A  Guy,  a  Girl  and  a 
Gob,"  "Along  the  Rio  Grande." 

Republic 
Finished:  "Wyoming  Wildcat." 
In   Work :    "Robin   Hood  of  the 

Pecos." 

Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." 
20th  Century-Fox 

In  Work :  "Western  Union,"  "Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome,"  "Murder 
Among  Friends,"  "The  Road  to  Rio." '    Started:  "Sleepers  West." 

Universal 

Finished:  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes." 
In  Work:  "Back  Street,"  "Who's 

Crazy  Now?"  "Nice  Girl." Warners 
In  Work :  "The  Wagons  Roll  at 

Night,"  "Strawberry  Blonde,"  "Foot- 
steps in  the  Dark,"  "Far  Horizon," "The  Sea  Wolf." 

F  P  Canadian  Equals 

1939  Dividend  Total 

Toronto,  Nov.  26. — Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  has  equalled  its  1939 
dividend  record  on  the  common  shares 
of  the  company  by  the  declaration  of 
a  fourth  payment  of  25  cents  to  be 
made  Dec.  27  for  the  final  quarter  of 
the  current  year,  making  a  total  of 
$1.00  for  the  12  months. 

Hamilton  United  Theatres,  Ltd.,  a 
subsidiary  operating  theatres  in 
Western  Ontario,  has  also  declared  a 
dividend  of  1%  per  cent  on  the  pre- 

ferred shares,  payable  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

A  *  M  *  P*  A 

presents  a  headline  attraction  at  this  week's  luncheon 
meeting — a  practical,  inspirational  and  entertaining 
talk  by  the  noted  author  and  lecturer 

ZENN  KAUFMAN 

Laughs  and  showmanship  stunts  by  the  author  of 

"Showmanship  In  Business,"  "How  To  Run  Better  Sales 
Contests,"  etc.  A  real  treat  for  anyone  identified  with 
advertising  or  selling  in  our  business. 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  28  t&s  55 

HOTEL  EDISON 

★  PATRICIA  CARROLL— THE  RAOIORI0LE 

and  other  entertainment  surprises.  Watch  daily  trade 

papers  for  announcements.  Extra  fine  program  ar- 
ranged for  your  enjoyment. 

Tariff  (for  Non-members)  $1.25  including  tip 
— and  well  worth  it! 
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Capital  Sees  Veto 

Of  Walter-Logan  Bill 
Washington,  Nov.  26.— FCC 

orders  not  appealable  now 
and  those  of  other  Govern- 

mental agencies  will  be  sub- 
ject to  judicial  review  if  the 

Walter-Logan  bill  passed  by 
the  Senate  yesterday  becomes 
law.  The  measure  was  passed 
by  the  House  several  months 
ago  but  must  go  back  for  ac- 

tion on  Senate  amendments. 
Administration  leaders  who 
opposed  the  bill  believe  that 
it  will  be  vetoed  by  the  Pres- 

ident, and  that  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  its  being  passed 
over  a  veto. 

Jurisdiction  Set  on 

Radio  Court  Cases 

Washington,  Nov.  26. — Holding 
that  FCC  orders  denying  petitions  for 
transfer  of  stations  do  not  come  with- 

in the  five  classes  of  cases  which  may 
be  appealed  to  the  District  of  Colum- 

bia Court  of  Appeals,  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court  has  reversed  a  deci- 

sion of  that  court  holding  it  had  juris- 
diction in  the  Associated  Broadcasters 

case. 

The  court's  decision,  delivered  by 
Associate  Justice  Frankfurter,  affirm- 

ed FCC  contentions  that  the  lower 
court  had  no  authority  to  intervene 
in  its  refusal  to  permit  the  transfer 
of  Station  KSFO,  San  Francisco, 
from  Associated  Broadcasters,  Inc.,  to 
the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 

Pointing  out  that  the  Communica- 
tions Act  specifically  designated  the 

types  of  cases  which  might  be  appealed 
direct  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
court,  all  of  which  relate  to  licenses, 
Justice  Frankfurter  ruled  that  denial 
of  an  assignment  of  license  did  not 
fall  in  that  group,  leaving  it  in  the 
category  of  cases  within  the  jurisdic- 

tion exclusively  of  the  appropriate 
three-judge  district  court. 
The  Supreme  Court  decision  was 

confined  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
and  made  no  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
merits  of  the  issue,  which  was  raised 
by  both  Associated  Broadcasters  and 
CBS  in  separate  suits. 

Three  Stations  Ask 

Power  Increases 
Washington,  Nov.  26. — Increases 

in  power  have  been  asked  by  three 
broadcasting  stations  in  applications 
filed  with  the  Federal  Communica- 

tions Commission. 
Station  WINS,  New  York,  has  ap- 

plied for  a  change  of  frequency  from 
1,180  to  1,000  kilocycles  and  increase 
of  power  from  1,000  to  50,000  watts, 
with  extension  of  time  from  limited 
to  unlimited;  Station  WSOY,  De- 

catur, 111.,  has  asked  a  change  of  fre- 
quency from  1,310  to  1,290  kilocycles 

and  increase  of  power  from  250  watts 
to  1,000  watts  night,  5,000  watts  day 
and  Station  WMBR,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  seeks  a  change  of  frequency  from 
1,370  to  1,020  kilocycles  and  increase 
of  power  from  250  to  10,000  watts. 

Is  Elected  Mayor 
Seattle,  Nov.  26. — George  Bor- 

den, Jr.,  operator  of  the  International 
and  AMBC  Theatres  in  Blaine, 
Wash.,  has  been  elected  mayor  of  that 
municipality. 

Off  the  Antenna 

MANY  band  leaders,  caught  in  the  middle  of  the  current  fight  with  Ascap, 
are  taking  undercover  steps  to  protect  themselves  from  a  lack  of  music 

after  Jan.  1  without  getting  involved  with  either  side.  Principally,  many  of 
them  are  putting  aside  all  new  compositions  written  by  themselves  or  mem- 

bers of  their  bands  and  holding  them  until  they  can  determine  which  way 
the  fight  goes.  Leaders  who  publish  Ascap  catalogues  are  doing  this  as  well 
as  the  others,  it  was  reported.  If  Ascap  music  goes  off  the  air,  these  leaders 
can  then  uncover  the  dormant  items  for  sale  to  BMI. 

Other  developments  in  the  music  battle  yesterday  were  the  disclosure  by 
Gene  Buck,  Ascap  president,  that  WCFL,  Chicago,  had  signed  with  Ascap 
for  another  five  years,  and  the  publication  by  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  of  a  16-page  booklet,  "Portrait  of  a  'Protector,' "  discussing  the situation  for  the  public. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Arturo  Toscanini  has  cancelled  next  Saturday's  appear- ance with  the  NBC  Symphony  because  of  illness  and  Hans  Wilhelm  Steinberg 
will  conduct  instead.  .  .  .  Judith  Rutherford,  sister  of  Ann  Rutherford,  will  be 
guest  on  Lyle  Talbot's  Hollywood  show  over  WHN  tomorrow  at  7  P.M.  .  .  . 
Tom  Harmon,  Michigan  football  star,  will  be  guest  on  Eddie  Cantor's  show 
over  NBC-Red  tonight.  .  .  .  Alexander  Woollcott  zv-ill  return  briefly  to  the 
air  next  Wednesday  at  7  :30  P.M.  over  NBC-Red  as  guest  on  "Cavalcade  of 
America."  .  .  .  Paul  Whiteman  and  Les  Lieber  have  collaborated  on  ai  book, 
"Hozv  To  Be  a  Bandleader,"  which  will  be  published  by  McBride  in  January. 
.  .  .  Lyn  Murray  has  been  signed  to  compose  the  music  for  "Campbell  Play- 

house" dramas  over  CBS  Fridays  and  to  conduct  the  orchestra  as  well. 
•  •  • 

Warners  is  considering  obtaining  a  sponsor  for  the  broadcast  from 
Santa  Fe  on  the  premiere  of  "Santa  Fe  Trail"  on  either  Dec.  13  or  14. 
The  stars  of  the  film  as  well  as  many  other  Hollywood  celebrities  will 
be  present  and  Warners  believes  it  might  make  a  good  package  deal. •  •  • 

KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  will  switch  from  the  NBC-Blue  network  to  the 
Red  Nov.  1,  1941,  and  will  be  replaced  by  WWVA,  Wheeling,  West 
Va.,  which  will  operate  on  1,170  k.c.  with  50,000  watts  under  the  Havana 
Treaty  instead  of  its  present  1,160  k.c.  with  5,000  watts  on  limited  time. 
WWVA  will  join  the  Blue  either  in  May  or  October  next  year  and  after 
KDKA  goes  to  the  Red,  sponsors  using  the  basic  Blue  will  be  required  to  use 
WWVA.    Basic  rate  for  the  new  affiliate  will  be  $320  per  evening  hour. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Dorothy  Thompson's  Mutual  shozv  has  acquired  two  more 
local  sponsors.  .  .  .  Ralph  Edzvards'  "Truth  or  Consequences"  show  has  been 
signed  for  a  vaudeville  tour  starting  Friday  in  Cleveland.  .  .  .  Col.  Stoops 
nagle's  CBS  contract  has  been  renewed  by  Mennen  for  the  fourth  time.  .  .  . 
Howard  Barnes,  Herald  Tribune  film  critic  ivho  is  heard  over  WOR  in  mid- 

night reviezvs  of  films  and  plays,  zvill  have  his  talks  recorded  and  repeated  on 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays  at  2:25  P.M.  .  .  .  "Where  Are  You  From?" has  switched  sponsors  from  Mission  Dry  to  Rex  Cole  and  General  Electric 
over  WOR.  .  .  .  "Children  Are  People"  zvill  supplant  "Columbia's  Lecture 
Hall"  over  CBS  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  W ednesdays  at  3  :45  P.M.  beginning 
Dec.  12.  .  .  .  Jack  Benny  will  bring  his  troupe  to  Nezv  York  for  the  premiere 
of  his  new  film,  "Love  Thy  Neighbor,"  leaving  Hollywood  on  Dec.  9. •  •  • 

American  Tobacco  has  decided  not  to  continue  the  recorded  repeat 
broadcasts  of  "Information,  Please"  over  WMCA  Tuesday  nights,  and 
yesterday's  broadcast  was  the  second  and  last  of  the  repeat  shows.  Orig- 

inally, it  was  thought  that  many  listeners  would  be  lost  by  the  switch 
from  Tuesdays  to  Fridays,  but  it  was  subsequently  decided  that  the  audi- 

ence would  be  split  rather  than  augmented  by  the  repeat  show  and  the 
remaining  11  programs  over  WMCA  have  been  cancelled. 

NBC  Short  Wave 

Gets  Two  Sponsors 
Two  new  sponsors  for  short  wave 

broadcasts  to  Latin  America  have  been 

obtained,  NBC  has  disclosed.  "Ameri- 
can Aviation,"  a  sustainer,  will 

be  sponsored  for  52  weeks  by  Ameri- 
can Export  Airlines.  The  Texas  Co., 

which  is  sponsoring  Metropolitan 
Opera  broadcasts  over  131  Blue  sta- 

tions, has  purchased  time  for  the  opera 
series. 

Ontario  Official  Dies 
Toronto,  Nov.  26.— Harry  W. 

Boal,  well  known  exhibitor  of  Ontario 
and  chief  inspector  of  the  Amusements 
Revenue  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Government,  died  after  a  long  illness. 

Acquires  Franchise 
A.  R.  Dietz,  formerly  of  G.  B.,  has 

acquired  the  St.  Louis  franchise  for 
Producers  Releasing  Corp. 

'Ramparts'  Player  Dead 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  tonight 

in  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  for  Clarence 
Warner  Stowell,  56,  who  played  the 
leading  role  in  the  March  of  Time 
feature,  "Ramparts  We  Watch."  He 
died  Monday  at  Paterson  General 
Hospital  from  injuries  sustained  in  an 
automobile  accident.  Surviving  are  the 
widow  and  seven  sons. 

Poller  Rites  Held 
Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 

day at  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel  for 
Nathan  Poller,  brother  of  M.  G.  Pol- 

ler, head  of  the  RKO  playdate  depart- 
ment, who  was  killed  in  an  automo- 

bile accident  near  Washington  on  Sat- 
urday night. 

W.  D.  Budd  Dies 
Anita,  la.,  Nov.  26.— W.  D.  Budd, 

who  has  assisted  his  son,  Cecil,  in  the 
operation  of  the  Rialto  here,  died  of 
a  heart  attack  at  his  home  yesterday. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Open  Pittsburgh  Suburban 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  26. — The  new 

Temple  Theatre  has  been  opened  in 
suburban  Sheridan,  fifth  in  the  grow- 

ing Fineman-Shapiro  circuit.  Costing 
$150,000,  the  Temple  includes  a  recre- 

ation room  on  its  top  floor,  to  be  usedi 

as  a  community  center.  The  house' seats  800. 

Getting  Film  Equipment 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  26. — The  Lo- 

cust St.  Theatre,  operated  as  a  legiti- 
mate house  by  the  Shubert  theatrical 

interests,  is  being  equipped  with  a 
new  sound  system  for  talking  pictures, 
replacing  the  one  originally  installed 
there  about  five  years  ago. 

New  Iowa  House  Opens 

Hawarden,  la.,  Nov.  26. — The  Our 
Theatre,  a  new  450-seat  house,  has 
been  opened  here  by  a  company  to  be 
known  as  Our  Theatre  Corp.  The 
theatre  is  to  be  managed  by  Ernest 
Car  dwell,  who  bought  a  former  skat- 

ing rink  here  last  Spring  and  trans- 
formed it  into  a  theatre. 

Ellison  Florida  Manager 

Kansas  City,  Nov.  26. — Gus  Dia- 
mond, who  operates  theatres  in  Sali- 

na,  Arkansas  City,  and  Eldorado, 
Kan.,  and  who  will  complete  the  new 
Vogue  at  Orlando,  Fla.,  by  Dec.  1, 
has  named  Homer  Ellison  as  manager. 
Ellison  has  been  in  this  territory  sev- 

eral years,  and  formerly  managed  the 
State  at  Garden  City,  Kan. 

Reopens  in  North  Carolina 
Marshall,  N.  C,  Nov.  26.— The 

Princess,  operated  by  the  Cherokee 
Amusement  Co.,  dark  for  some  time 
because  of  damage  by  recent  floods, 
has  reopened. 

Installs  New  Sound 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  26. — Warners' Sedgwick  will  install  a  complete  new 
sound  and  projection  equipment  at  a 
cost  of  $25,000. 

Zeilor  to  Senator 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  26.  —  William 

Zeilor,  manager  of  the  wrecked  Alvin 
Theatre,  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  Senator,  with  former  Senator 
manager  John  Hooley  moving  to  the 
Harris  Amusement  Co.  relief  manager list. 

Pa.  Manager  Transferred 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  26.  —  Vincent 

Choate,  Orpheum  manager,  has  been 
transferred  to  Bradford,  Pa.,  as  man- 

ager of  the  two  Shea  theatres  there. 

Takes  House  in  Missouri 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  26.— J.  R.  Mc- 

Elwee  has  taken  over  the  Gem  The- 
atre at  Richland,  Mo.,  from  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Royal  Cowger. 

Close  Deal  With  Altec 

Mion  and  Murray  Theatres  of  At- 
lanta have  closed  with  Altec  Service 

Corp.  to  service  their  new  suburban 
theatres,  the  Decatur  in  Decatur,  Ga., 
Little  5  Points  Theatre  in  Atlanta, 
and  the  East  Point  Theatre  in  East 
Point,  Ga. 



Alert, 

Inteltigei 

to  the^l 

gtion Picture 

Industry 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 

FILE  C  

VOL.  48.  NO.  105 NEW  YORK,  U.S.A.,  THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  28,  1940 TEN  CENTS 

Committee  to 

Guide  System 

Of  Arbitration 

Paul  Felix  Warburg  Is 
Head  of  A.A.A.  Group 

An  administrative  committee  of 
seven  members  was  appointed  yes- 

terday   by    Lucius    R.  Eastman, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Amer- 

ican Arbitration  Association,  to  ad- 
minister the  arbitration  system  for 

the  industry  under  the  Federal  con- 
sent decree.    The  committee  mem- 
bers are  officers  of  the  A.A.A. 

The  committee  was  set  up 
in  conformance  with  provisions 
of  the  decree  designating  the 
A.A.A.  as  administrator  of  the 
industry's  arbitration  machin- 

ery, and  will  function  for  the 
Association  in  that  capacity. 
The  committee  consists  of  the  fol- 

lowing: Paul  Felix  Warburg,  chair- 
man, a  partner  of  the  J.  S.  Bache  & 

Co.  brokerage  firm ;  Herman  Irion, 
general  manager  of  Steinway  &  Sons, 
and  Evan  E.  Young,  vice-president  of 
Pan-American    Airways,  vice-chair- 

men ;  Frances  Kellor,  first  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  A.A.A.,  executive  member 

of  the  committee ;  Sylvan  Gotshal,  of 
the  New  York  law  firm  of  Weil,  Got- 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Nov.  27 
JOHN  HAY  WHITNEY,  repre- 

senting the  National  Defense  Ad- 
visory Committee,  arrived  today  from 

the  East  and  held  a  preliminary  con- 
ference with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Pro- 
ducers' Association  president  and  head 

of  the  Hollywood  National  Defense 
production  committee,  which  is  active 
in  the  production  of  films  for  Govern- 

ment agencies.  Whitney  is  here  to 
discuss  the  industry's  part  in  Pan- American  defense.  He  will  meet  with 
the  full  committee  shortly. 

• 
Will  H.  Hays  and  Francis  Harmon 

of  the  M.  P.  P.  D.  A.  addressed  to- 
day's weekly  luncheon  of  studio  pub- licity directors  on  general  industry 

problems  from  a  publicity  viewpoint. 
Harmon  will  remain  here  for  some 
time  to  confer  with  publicity  heads. 

• 
Loretta  Young  was  signed  today  to 

star  in  "Lady  from  Cheyenne,"  first of  three  Frank  Lloyd  productions  for 
Universal  release. 

'Dictator'  Rental  50%  in  England; 
To  Have  Triple  London  Premiere 

London,  Nov.  27. — Teddy  Carr,  United  Artists  representative  in 
England,  conferred  today  with  representatives  of  the  Cinemato- 

graph Exhibitors  Association  on  the  sales  policy  in  this  country 
for  "The  Great  Dictator." 

Carr  reported  Charlie  Chaplin's  decision  to  rent  the  film  on  a 
basis  of  50  per  cent,  with  no  admission  increases  anywhere.  Carr 
expressed  the  hope  that  exhibitors  here  will  collaborate  with  ex- 

tended runs. 
A  print  is  expected  here  within  a  few  days,  and  a  press  show  is 

planned.  It  will  be  followed  by  a  triple  London  premiere,  at  the 
Gaumont,  Marble  Arch  Pavilion  and  Prince  of  Wales  theatres. 
The  latter  is  usually  a  legitimate  house. 

Extras  Vote  for 

Direct  SAG  Rule 

Hollywood,  Nov.  27. — Extra  play- 
ers of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  today 

abolished  their  Class  B  Council  gov- 
erning body  by  a  vote  of  2,666  against 

507.  At  the  same  time,  by  a  vote  of 
2,740  to  434  they  decided  in  favor  of 
a  priority  system  of  employment  and 
placed  their  affairs  directly  in  the 
hands  of  the  Guild's  board  of  directors. 
The  vote  endorsed  the  standing 

committee's  report  which,  among 
other  things,  recommended  removal 
from  the  industry  of  extras  who 
worked  only  10  days  or  less  in  the  last 
year  and  other  projects  designed  to 
give  extra  players  a  living  wage. 

Immediately  on  announcement  of 
the  results  of  the  referendum,  Ken- 

neth Thomson,  S.  A.  G. .  executive 
secretary,  sent  letters  to  the  15  Class 
B  Council  members  declaring  their 
position  and  committees  extinct. 
On  alternative  methods  of  extra 

representation,  1,616  extras  favored 
direct  administration  by  the  S.  A.  G. 

U.  S.  Suit  Lawyers 

Vacate  Offices  Here 
Department  of  Justice  representa- 

tives yesterday  began  the  evacuation 
of  the  Federal  Building  quarters  they 
have  occupied  for  the  past  two  years 
while  engaged  on  the  industry  anti- 

trust suit.  Virtually  all  records, 
equipment  and  personnel  are  being  re- 

turned to  Washington.  Only  a  small 
department  in  charge  of  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Edward  Whalen 
will  be  maintained  in  New  York,  al- 

though others  will  be  sent  here  from 
Washington  as  their  presence  is  re- 

quired in  connection  with  the  amended 
complaint  against  the  three  non-con- 

senting companies. 

Theatres  Boom  in 

Isolated  Amarillo 

AmArillo,  Tex.,  Nov.  27. — Theatre 
business  is  booming  in  this  isolated 
city  of  55,000  which  since  Sunday  had 
been  virtually  cut  off  from  the  world 
by  the  breakdown  of  its  power,  light 
and  water  supply  and  communications. 
The  city  is  darkened  and  radio  sets 
are  not  functioning.  Film  shows  are 
the  only  available  entertainment. 

Theatres  were  not  damaged  by  the 
sudden  ice  storm  which  struck  the 
Panhandle.  They  were  closed  for  a 
brief  period  Sunday  and  all  of  Mon- 

day, but  were  open  again  Monday evening. 

Outside  communication  was  cut  off 
for  more  than  three  days.  With  the 
restoration  of  telegraph  service  to- 

day, William  O'Donnell,  regional manager  of  Interstate  Theatres,  which 
has  four  local  houses,  finally  got  word 
through  to  Fred  Patterson,  city  man- 

ager here,  offering  the  theatres  to 
shelter  the  homeless. 
Amarillo  is  isolated  for  50  miles 

in  every  direction.  Water  supply  was 
expected  to  be  restored  tonight,  but 
full  electrical  power  is  not  expected 
until   some  time  next  week. 

LaCrosse  Trial  to 

Be  Resumed  Jan.  6 
Trial  of  the  LaCrosse  Theatre  Co. 

anti-trust  suit  against  Paramount  and 
other  major  distributors  will  be  re- sumed in  Federal  court  at  Madison, 
Wis.,  on  Jan.  6.  Settlement  overtures 
have  been  rejected  by  the  defendants. 

Trial  of  the  suit,  which  alleges 
$1,476,000  damages,  was  halted  Nov. 
6  after  it  had  been  in  progress  for 
only  a  few  days,  because  of  the  illness 
of  Robert  A.  Hess,  Milwaukee,  attor- 

ney for  the  plaintiff. 

IN  this  issue  Motion  Picture  Daily  devotes  a  section  to 
the  development  of  the  radio  industry  on  the  occasion 

of  the  20th  anniversary  of  broadcasting. 

U.S.  Dismisses 

Citations  on 

F.W.C.  Decree 

Drop  Criminal 
Due  to  N.  Y. 

Charges 
Pact 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  27. — Crim- 
inal contempt  charges  against  12 

distribution  and  theatre  companies 
and  54  of  their  officers  and  em- 

ployes over  alleged  violations  of  the 
Fox  West  Coast  consent  decree 
were  dismissed  by  Judge  Campbell 
Beaumont  in  Federal  District  Court here  today. 

The     Government,  through 
Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  Gen- 

eral Harold  Collins,  requested 
the  dismissal  on  the  grounds 
that  the  consent  decree  in  the 
Government's  New  York  suit 
disposed  of  some  of  the  mat- ters at  issue  in  the  Fox  West 
Coast  case,  while  others  would 
be  subject  to  arbitration  under 
the  New  York  decree. 
The   contempt   proceedings,  which 

were  filed  more  than  a  year  ago,  have 
been  held  in  abeyance  to  await  the 
outcome  of  the  New  York  anti-trust suit. 

Pat  Millikan,  counsel  for  United 
Artists  and  Universal,  which  are  not 
parties  to  the  New  York  consent  de- 

cree, appeared  for  those  defendants  in 
the  contempt  proceedings  and  offered 
no  objection  to  the  dismissal.  Colum- 

bia, which  also  is  not  a  party  to  the 
New  York  consent  decree,  is  not  a 
defendant  in  the  contempt  action  here. 
All  other  major  companies  and  Fox 
West  Coast  were  involved  in  the  con- 

tempt action. 
Decree  Entered  in  1932 

The  Fox  West  Coast  consent  decree 
was  entered  in  1932,  following  the  fil- 

ing of  an  anti-trust  suit  charging  the 
circuit  with  monopoly  of  first  run  ex- 

hibition of  major  companies'  product. 
Four  years  later,  West  Coast  exhibi- tors filed  numerous  complaints  with 
the  Department  of  Justice,  alleging 
inability  to  obtain  product  and  unfair 
clearance  and  zoning  regulations  in 
their  territory.  After  a  lengthy  inves- 

tigation by  Collins  and  Albert  J.  Law, 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  the  crim- 

inal contempt  proceedings  alleging 
violations  of  the  consent  decree  were 
instituted. 

Dismissal  of  the  charges  is  in  line 
with  a  prior  agreement  reached  with 
the  Government  in  negotiating  the 
New  York  decree.  Similar  procedure 
will  be  followed  in  the  Balaban  & 
Katz  decree  contempt  case  in  Chi- cago. 
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Meet  Tomorrow  on 

British  Army  Films 

London,  Nov.  27. — Representatives 
of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors  As- 

sociation and  the  Kinematograph 
Renters  Society  (distributors)  will 
meet  with  the  Army  Council  on  Fri- 

day in  an  effort  to  reach  an  agreement 
on  a  new  policy  for  the  supply  of 
films  for  troops. 
An  impasse  was  reached  recently 

when  the  Army  Council  sought  to 
make  effective  an  arrangement  where- 

by it  would  have  a  virtual  monopoly 
of  the  supply  of  screen  entertain- ment for  soldiers.  The  two  trade 
bodies,  refusing  to  cooperate,  insisted 
the  present  arrangement  is  satisfac- tory. 

8  From  11 A  Between 

Now  and  Next  April 
United  Artists  expects  to  release 

eight  productions  between  now  and 
April,  according  to  a  company  an- 

nouncement issued  yesterday. 
Productions  are :  "Lady  Hamilton," 

"That  Uncertain  Feeling,"  "Major 
Barbara,"  "Pot  o'  Gold,"  "So  Ends 
Our  Night,"  "Topper  Returns," 
"Broadway  Limited"  and  "Cheers  for 
Miss  Bishop." For  the  world  premiere  of  Edward 
Small's  "The  Son  of  Monte  Cristo" 
at  the  Capitol  on  Broadway,  Dec.  4, 
United  Artists  is  planning  a  special 
advertising  campaign  which  officials 
state  will  form  the  basis  for  an  ex- 

tensive national  drive. 

Suit  Tests  Equity 
Amateur  Definition 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  27. — The  first 
local  court  test  of  Actors  Equity  As- 

sociation's definition  of  amateur  and 
professional  theatres  started  today 
with  the  filing  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Civic  Theatre,  Inc.,  of  a  $10,000  dam- 

age suit  in  Superior  Court  against 
Equity,  the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.  and  Stage- 

hands Local  150. 

The  suit  seeks  damages  for  Equity's 
alleged  urging  of  a  stagehands'  strike 
at  the  Mayan  Theatre  where  "Desire 
Under  the  Elms"  was  being  presented 
by  an  amateur  cast. 

Rensselaer  Sunday 

Business  at  Capacity 
Albany,  Nov.  27. — Following  the 

Common  Council's  ordinance  legaliz- 
ing Sunday  films  in  Rensselaer,  last 

upstate  city  to  scrap  film  blue  laws, 
capacity  attendances  were  reported  by 
Cliff  Swick  of  the  Uptown  Theatre. 
Both  matinees  and  evening  perform- 

ances combined  for  the  best  one-day 
business  in  years. 

In  the  wake  of  the  action  after  a 
20-year  fight,  another  theatre  long 
dark  is  to  be  reopened  in  the  down- 

town section. 

Writer  Sues  Universal 
Los  Angeles,  Nov.  27. — Charging 

unauthorized  use  of  his  story,  "The Strange  Story  of  the  Versailles 
Treaty's  Lost  Skull,"  Norman  Rose, 
writer,  today  filed  a  $75,000  damage 
suit  against  Universal.  He  cited  the 
film  "Zanzibar"  as  using  portions  of his  story. 

Personal 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  head  of  Na- tional Theatres,  is  expected  on  the 
Coast  tomorrow. 

• 

David  Rose,  Paramount  managing 
director  in  England,  is  due  today  from 
Europe  on  the  Excambion. 

• 
E.  C.  Raftery  will  arrive  from  the 

Coast  Saturday. 

Jack  Keegan  of  the  Milwaukee  di- vision of  Warner  Theatres  is  in  town 
for  a  few  days. 

• 

Paul  E.  Ackerman  of  the  Para- 
mount foreign  publicity  department 

will  be  the  principal  speaker  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  College  Frater- 

nity Editors  Association  on  Saturday. 
• 

Moe  Kalis  of  the  Buchanan 
Agency,  formerly  Paramount  art  di- 

rector, has  two  paintings  in  the  Mon- 
tross  Gallery's  exhibit  of  the  work  of 30  American  artists. 

• 
Arthur  Dreifuss  has  returned 

from  Florida. 
• 

Meyer  P.  Beck,  Eastern  represen- 
tative for  Russell  Birdwell,  is  at 

Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  for  a  minor  op- eration. 
• 

Harold  Eskin,  manager  of  the 
Stamford  Theatre,  Stamford,  Conn., 
has  left  for  Florida  following  a  minor 
operation. • 
Norman  Elson  leaves  tomorrow 

on  a  Southern  trip. 

Pa.  Censor  Statute 

May  Be  Amended 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  27.  —  An 

amendment  to  the  state  censor  law  re- 
quiring the  censor  board  to  make  pub- 

lic the  eliminations  they  order  from 
films  will  be  proposed  at  the  next 
session  of  legislature,  according  to 
reports  from  newly-elected  members 
of  the  state  body. 

Such  a  move  is  proposed,  it  is  said, 
because  of  the  board's  action  in  ban- 

ning "The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  and 
"The  World  In  Flames,"  then  lift- 

ing the  ban  on  the  former  with  minor 
deletions  and  the  latter  with  no 
changes. 

French  Firm  Sues 

Marlene  Dietrich 

Forrester  Parant  Productions,  a 
French  company,  filed  suit  in  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  yesterday  against 
Marlene  Dietrich,  asking  $98,000  for 
alleged  breach  of  contract.  The  plain- 

tiff claims  the  actress  contracted  to 
make  a  picture,  and  that  she  failed  to 
fulfill  the  contract. 

Games  Are  Ordered 

Halted  in  Ohio  Town 

Massillon,  O.,  Nov.  27. —  Police 
Chief  Stanley  W.  Swifter  has  warned 
theatres  that  games  must  stop,  and 
that  arrests  will  follow  failure  to  com- 

ply with  the  order.  The  action  is  part 
of  an  anti-gambling  drive  recently  in- 

augurated here. 

Mention 

NATE  B.  SPINGOLD,  Columbia executive,    returned    from  the 
Coast  yesterday. 

• 
Gabriel  Pascal,  British  producer, 

is  expected  here  next  week  by  Clipper. 

Pat  Garyn  of  Dallas  is  in  New 
York  for  a  brief  visit. 

Herman  Robbins,  Robert  Weit- 
man,  Dave  Blum,  Harry  Thomas, 
Mort  Spring,  William  Melniker, 
John  Hertz,  Jr.,  Charles  Curran, 
Joan  Crawford,  John  Barry,  Rudy 
Mongelas,  Harold  Orlob,  Claire 
Trevor,  Al  Lewis,  Lee  Shubert, 
John  Golden,  Morris  Gest,  Edward 
Choate,  Kenyon  Nicholson,  Ver- 

non Duke,  Jack  Goddard  and  Irwin 
Shaw  lunching  at  Sardi's  yesterday. 

Emanuel  Silverstone,  Abe 
Schneider,  Marvin  Schenck,  Nate 
Spingold  and  Edward  Peskay  lunch- 

ing yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the 
Rivoli). 

• 

Oscar  A.  Doob,  Tom  Connors, 
George  Weltner,  Erno  Rapee,  John 
W.  Hicks  and  Max  A.  Cohen  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor for  lunch  yesterday. 

Joseph  Moskowitz,  Lou  Brandt 
and  Hal  Horne  having  lunch  yester- 

day at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 

Asks  British  Video 

Sets  Be  Sold  in  U.S. 

London,  Nov.  27. — In  the  House of  Commons  today  Captain  Plugge 
suggested  the  Government  arrange 
for  the  sale  in  the  United  States  and 
elsewhere  of  thousands  of  television 
sets  currently  inoperable  in  Great Britain. 

Harcourt  Johnston,  representing  the 
Government  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  pointed  out  that  the  existing 
English  television  sets  do  not  incor- 

porate United  States  patents. 

20,000  Pack  Garden 

For  'Night  of  Stars' A  capacity  audience  of  20,000  at- 
tended the  annual  "Night  of  Stars" show  at  the  Madison  Square  Garden 

last  night  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  Jewish  Appeal  for  refugee  re- 

lief. As  in  former  years,  the  show 
presented  a  wealth  of  entertainment. 
Eddie  Cantor,  Al  Jolson,  Jay  C.  Flip- 
pen,  Dick  Fishell  and  Henny  Young- 
man  were  masters  of  ceremonies. 

Marvin  Schenck  of  Loew's  was  in 
charge  of  the  production,  assisted  by 
Arthur  Knorr,  Lester  Isaac,  Don  Al- 

bert, Sidney  Pierpont,  John  Shubert, 
Jesse  Kaye,  Fred  Roehrenbeck  and 
others.  Nathan  Straus  was  general 
chairman  of  the  affair. 
Honorary  chairmen  included  Bar- 

ney Balaban,  David  Bernstein,  Nich- olas M.  Schenck,  Louis  K.  Sidney, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn,  George 
J.  Schaefer,  Maurice  Silverstone  and 
Major  Albert  Warner. 

Kenny  Baker  is  on  a  concert  tour. 

Pittsburgh  House 

Seeking  New  Plays 
Pittsburgh,  Nov.  27. — The  Nixon 

Theatre  is  seeking  plays  to  fill  in  the 
season,  despite  big  grosses  for  all  three 
shows  here  so  far. 
Manager  Harry  Brown  issued  a 

public  letter  proclaiming  advent  of  at- 
tractions "when  available,"  but  .so  far 

the  only  ones  set  are  "New  Pins  and 
Needles,"  Dennis  King's  new  play, 
and  "The  Man  Who  Came  to  Din- 

ner." "Ladies  in  Retirement"  grossed 
over  $15,000,  "Time  of  Your  Life" 
took  nearly  $17,000,  and  "There  Shall 
Be  No  Night"  hit  $28,000,  all  Ameri- 

can Theatre  Society  subscription 

plays. 

Iowa's  Tax  Report 
Shows  Grosses  Off 

Des  Moines,  Nov.  27. — A  report 
on  the  state  retail  sales  tax  for  the 
period  from  April  1  to  June  30  re- 

leased by  the  Iowa  State  Tax  Com- mission shows  that  amusements  were 
the  only  business  that  had  a  loss  from 
last  year. 
The  tax  collected  on  motion  pic- 

ture theatres  and  other  established 
places  of  amusement  amounted  to  $71,- 
535.35  for  the  three-month  period, 
compared  with  $74,930.29  last  year,  a 
loss  of  $3,394.74  in  taxes  collected  and 
a  loss  in  gross  sales  of  $167,747  for 
the  period.  This  does  not  include  the 
tax  on  carnivals,  circuses,  tent  shows 
or  one  night  stands. 

Back  to  Extended  Runs 
Seattle,  Nov.  27.  —  After  a  one- 

week  trial  on  a  15  and  20-cent  third 
run  policy  with  two  changes  weekly, 
the  Blue  Mouse  Theatre  is  returning 
to  its  former  policy  of  extended  runs 
from  the  Hamrick-Evergreen  circuit's Paramount  and  Fifth  Avenue  thea- 

tres. Admissions  will  again  be  30,  40 
and  50  cents. 

GTE  25-Cent  Dividend 
The  board  of  directors  of  General 

Theatres  Equipment  Corp.  has  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  25  cents  per  share 

on  the  capital  stock,  payable  Dec.  20 
to  stockholders  of  record  Dec.  10. 

Lewis  on  'Fantasia' Burton  Lewis,  formerly  of  Walt 
Disney  Productions'  foreign  depart- ment, has  been  added  to  the  publicity 

staff  for  "Fantasia." 
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Calloway  and 

'River'  Smash, 

A.A.A.  Appoints  Committee 

To  Supervise  Arbitration 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  27.  —  The 
Earle,  with  "East  of  the  River"  and 
Cab  Calloway,  drew  $27,500.  "Bitter 
Sweet"  gave  the  Boyd  $17,500.  "The 
Mark  of  Zorro"  at  the  Fox  took 
$17,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  20-22: 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ALDINE^(1,400)    (75c-$1.14)   7  days,  4th 

week.    Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"Third  Finger— Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
ARCADIA— (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days, 

2nd  week,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,400.  (Aver-" age,  $2,600) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
BOYD— (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $17,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
EARLE — (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Cab  Callo- 
way's band,  Mills  Brothers,  Anise  &  Aland, Cook  &  Brown,  Cab  Jivers,  Chu  Berry  and 

Cozy  Cole.  Gross:  $27,500.  (Average, 
$14,000) 
"I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S— (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7  days, vaudeville  including  Sally  Keith,  16  Roxy- 

ettes,  Emil  Boreo,  Tom  &  Betty  Wonders, 
Pat  Henning  &  Betty  Raye,  Renolds  & 
White.  Gross:  $7,400.  (Average,  $6,900) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
FOX— (3,000)   (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. Gross:  $17,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average, 
$14,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
STANTON — (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $4,500) 

(Continued  from  pane  1) 

shal  &  Manges ;  P.  M.  Height,  secre- 
tary-treasurer of  International  Gen- 

eral Electric  Co.,  and  Wesley  A. 

Sturges,  Yale  law  professor  and  for- 
mer head  of  the  Distilled  Spirits  In- 

stitute. 
C.  V.  Whitney,  chairman  of  the 

board  of  Pan-American  Airways,  was 
elected  president  of  the  A.A.A.  yes- 

terday, and  with  Eastman,  A.A.A. 
chairman,  will  be  ex-officio  member 
of  the  administrative  committee.  None 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  will 
receive  any  compensation.  The  com- 

mittee may  be  enlarged  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  A.A.A.  It  will  hold  week- 

ly meetings  and  its  principal  func- 
tions will  be  to  set  up  regulations  for 

the  establishment,  maintenance  and 

administration  of  the  industry's  arbi- tration system  under  the  decree  and 

Stagehands  Elect 
New  Haven,  Nov.  27. — The  Stage 

Employes  Local  74  has  set  Sunday  for 
the  annual  election  of  officers.  Local 
B-41  of  the  Exchange  Employes 
Union  has  postponed  a  meeting  sched- uled for  this  week. 

Opens  K.  C.  Exchange 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  27.— Select  At- 

tractions, Inc.,  has  opened  an  office 
under  Bert  Edwards  here  to  dis- 

tribute films  in  this  territory. 

to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  on 
whatever  problems  may  arise  from 
time  to  time  in  connection  with  the 
functioning  of  industry  arbitration. 

In  addition,  Franklin  E.  Parker, 
Jr.,  retiring  president  of  the  A.A.A., 
has  been  named  chairman  of  the  As- 

sociation's standing  committe  on  ar- bitration. This  committee  will  have 
the  deciding  voice  in  choosing  the 
panels  of  arbitrators  for  the  31  local 
boards  to  be  set  up  in  the  industry. 
J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secretary 
of  the  A.A.A.,  has  started  a  tour 
of  exchange  cities  and  is  compiling 
lists  of  candidates  for  the  31  panels. 
His  selections  will  be  submitted  to 
the  arbitration  committee  for  ap- 

proval. Both  Warburg  and  Braden  were 
active  in  the  formulation  of  the  arbi- 

tration provisions  of  the  consent  de- 
cree when  they  were  negotiated  by 

Government  and  defense  attorneys. 

"Police"  at  $15,000 

Best  in  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  27.  —  "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  pulled  a  smash 
$15,000  at  advanced  prices  at  the 
RKO  Capitol,  and  "Escape"  had  a $13,000  week  at  the  RKO  Albee. 
"Bitter  Sweet"  registered  $11,000  at 
the  RKO  Palace.  The  weather  was 

pleasant. Estimated  takings  for  the  wek  end- 
ing Nov.  20-23: "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

RKO    ALBEE  —  (3,300)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
RKO    PALACE— (2,700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  SHUBERT — (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $3,200.  (Average, 

$5,000) "North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
RKO  CAPITOL— (2,000)  (42c-60c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  at  33c-40c-50c, 
$5,500) "The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
RKO     GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,200. 
"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,800.   (Average,  $4,500) 
"Before  I  Hang"  "(Col.) "Stagecoach"  (Para.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,100.  (Average,  $1,200) 
"Phantom  of  Chinatown"  (Mono.) 
"Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride"  (Rep.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. Gross:  $750.  (Average,  $800) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,200.   (Average,  $5,000) 

Flynn  Sues  Author 
Errol  Flynn,  actor,  has  filed  a  $2,- 

000,000  libel  suit  in  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  against  Constancia  de  la  Mora, 
author  of  the  book  "In  Place  of  Splen- 

dor," Harcourt  Brace  &  Co.,  publisher, 
and  Quinn  &  Boden  Co.,  printer.  The 
suit  charges  the  book  with  stating  that 
Flynn  visited  Spain  for  publicity  pur- 

poses. Two  Firms  Chartered 

Albany,  Nov.  27. — Two  firms  char- 
tered here  include :  Esquire-Great 

Neck  Corp.,  by  Michael  Gerome,  Rob- 
ert Pulleyn  and  Richard  Jackson, 

New  York,  and  Webster  Amusement 
Corp.,  by  Edmund  Souhami,  David 
L.  Lang  and  Jules  Mendelson,  New York. 

'Parade'  Gets 

Big  $24,000, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Nov.  27. — "Spring 
Parade"  and  "Men  Against  the  Sky" scored  a  total  of  $24,000  at  two 
houses,  $11,700  at  the  Hillstreet  and 
$12,300  at  the  Pantages. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27: 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" 
(20th-Fbx) CHINESE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days. Gross:  $11,300.    (Average,  $12,500) "The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (75c-$1.65)  7 days.    Gross:  $15,500.    (Average,  $17,000) 

"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
4  STAR— (900)  (44c-55c)  7  days,  2nd  week. Gross:  $4,200.    (Average,  $3,250) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) "Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
HILLSTREET— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,700.    (Average,  $6,500) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Charlie  Chan  at  the  Wax  Museum" 
(Z0th-F6x) 
LOEW'S  STATEr-(2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-7Sc) 7  days.    Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $14,000) 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
"Men  Against  the  Sky"  (RKO) 
PANTAGES— (3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,300.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,595)     (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.    Stage:  Fanchon  &  Marco 
"On    Parade";    Rube    Wolf    &  orchestra. Gross:   $16,000.    (Average,  $18,000) 
"Lady  with  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
"Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?"  (Rep.) 
WARNER    BROS.    (HOLLYWOOD)  — 

(3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)    7    days.  Gross: $7,600.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"Lady  with  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
"Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie?"  (Rep.) 
WARNER    BROS.     (DOWNTOWN)  - 

(3,400)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.    Gross:  $7,- 800.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2.100)  (68c-$1.65)  7 

days.   Gross:  $15,000. 

Indianapolis  Gives 
"Mounted"  $7,400 

Indianapolis,  Nov.  27.  —  "North 
West  Mounted  Police"  turned  in 
powerful  second  week  business  of 
$7,400  at  the  Circle  and  was  held  for 
a  third  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  21-22: "North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $7,400.  (Average,  $6,000) 

"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Dreaming  Out  Loud"  (RKO) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,800.  (Average,  $5,500) "Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 

"Doctor  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S—  (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,000.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
LYRIC—  (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  "Hollywood  on  the  Loose,"  with Tom  Brown,  Arleen  Whelan,  Alexander 
D'Arcy,  Judith  Allen.  Gross:  $8,300.  (Av- erage, $8,000) 

Sues  Over  Contract 
Suit  for  $6,000  damages  has  been 

filed  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by  Mar- 
tin Licht  against  J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co., 

Inc.,  claiming  breach  of  a  contract 
which  gave  the  defendant  exclusive 
distribution  rights  to  the  film  "Ulti- 

matum." 

Preview  Anderson  Film 

A  preview  of  Maxwell  Anderson's "Journey  to  Jerusalem,"  produced  by 
Theatre-on-Film,  Inc.,  headed  by  Jo- 

seph Pollak,  will  be  held  Sunday 
night  at  the  Little  Carnegie  Play- house. Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 
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Short  Wave  Station 
Rushed  in  Canada 

Toronto,  Nov.  27.— The  Can- 
adian Broadcasting  Corp.  is 

rushing  the  construction  of  a 
short  wave  broadcasting  sta- 

tion at  Vercheres,  in  the  At- 
lantic region,  with  which  to 

send  programs  to  Europe  and 
South  America,  this  being  the 
first  short  wave  transmitter 
to  be  established  by  the  Gov- 

ernment-sponsored system.  It 
is  expected  that  the  station, 
which  will  have  a  V/i  kilowatt 
capacity,  will  be  put  into 
commission  in  December. 

'People'  and  Show 

$24,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Nov.  27. —  "Young  Peo- 
ple" and  a  stage  show  including  a Louella  Parsons  Hollywood  unit  drew 

$24,000  at  the  Fox.  "Escape"  and 
"Christmas  in  July"  scored  $9,500  at 
the  Palms,  and  "Bitter  Sweet"  took 
$12,000  at  the  United  Artists. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  21 : 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
ADAMS — (1,600)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $5,500) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"Hired  Wife"  (Univ.) 
FISHER — (2,700)  (ISc-SOc)  7  days.  Gross: $7,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Young  People"  (20th-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-35c-40c-55c)  7  days.  On 

Stage:  Louella  O.  Parsons,  Binnie  Barnes, 
Robert  Cummings,  Brenda  Joyce,  June 
Preisser,  Sabu,  William  T.  Orr,  Mike 
Frankovitch,  Virginia  O'Brien.  Gross:  $24,- 000.  (Average,  $15,000) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  (15c-39c-44c-55c-65c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
PALMS— (3,000)     (25c-39c-55c)     7  days. Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-44c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  10,- 000) 

Warners  Buy  Play 
Warners  have  purchased  the  film 

rights  to  "George  Washington  Slept 
Here,"  comedy  by  George  S.  Kaufman 
and  Moss  Hart  now  at  the  Lyceum. 
The  company  bought  the  rights  to 
"The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner," 
Kaufman-Hart  play,  earlier  this  year, 
and  plans  to  produce  it  next  Spring, 
with  the  authors  doing  the  screen- 
play. 

Tracy  in  "Dr.  Jekyll" 
Hollywood,  Nov.  27.  —  Spencer 

Tracy  will  be  starred  in  M-G-M's 
forthcoming  "Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr. 
Hyde,"  which  Victor  Fleming  will 
direct  and  Victor  Saville  will  pro- duce. 

Drop  Coin  Machine  Ban 
Chicago,  Nov.  27.— The  banning  of 

coin  music  machines  by  Mayor  Ed- 
ward J.  Kelly  was  recently  lifted 

when  the  Mayor  announced  that  the 
tavern  music  boxes  will  be  legal- ized. 

New  Tampa  Theatre 
Tampa,  Nov.  27.— B.  E.  Gore,  who 

plans  to  open  the  new  State  Theatre 
here  on  or  about  Dec.  15,  will  play 
Warner  product,  Warners  has  an- 
nounced. 

Feature  Review 

"Law  and  Order" 
( Universal) 

'Hp  HE  W.  R.  Burnett  story  of  the  conversion  of  a  town  in  the  West 
*■  from  lawlessness  through  the  efforts  of  the  Western  hero  serves  as 
a  vehicle  for  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight,  James  Craig,  Nell 

O'Day  and  others.  A  cowboy  singing  group,  the  Notables  Quartette, 
interrupts  pleasantly  with  outdoor  melodies. 

The  story,  adapted  by  Sherman  Lowe  and  Victor  McLeod  and  directed 
by  Ray  Taylor,  tells  of  the  widely-known  law  officer,  Brown,  who  arrives 
in  town  during  an  obviously  crooked  election,  intent  upon  abandoning 

his  occupation  in  favor  of  ranching.  The  murder  of  Miss  O'Day's 
father,  however,  makes  him  change  his  plans,  the  result  being  the  down- 

fall of  gang  rule  and  injustice. 
The  film  should  be  agreeable  to  Western  film  fans,  since  it  is  well 

seasoned  with  action  and  excitement. 

Running  time,  57  minutes.  "G."* 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Nellie'  at  $12,500 

Tops  Providence 
Providence,  Nov.  27.  —  Loew's 

State  took  $12,500  with  "Little  Nelly 
Kelly"  and  "Passport  to  Alcatraz," 
and  the  Majestic,  playing  "Mark  of 
Zorro"  and  "Always  a  Bride,"  did 

$7,200. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  20-21 : 

"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) "I'm  Still  Alive"  (RICO) 
RKO     ALBEE— (2,239)     (28c-39c-50c)  -  7 

days.  Gross:  $5,100.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Little  Nelly  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Passport  to  Alcatraz"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $12,500.   (Average,  $11,000) 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (2©th-Fox) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $7,200.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
STRAND— (2,200)  (28c-39c-50c)  6  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (7  day  average, 
$6,000) "The  Ape"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-50c) 

3  days.  Stage  show  with  Will  Hudson  and 
orchestra;  Dixie  Dunbar;  Frances  Faye; 
Frank  Gaby;  and  The  Three  Arnolds. 
Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  BJ) 
CARLTON— (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $1,500.   (Average,  $3,500) 

"Youth  Will  Be  Served"  (20th -Fox) 
"Trailing  Double  Trouble"  (Mono.) 
FAY'S— (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)      7  days. Gross:  $2,100.  (Average,  $2,500) 

"Strange  Cargo"  (M-G-M)  (3  days) 
"Blondie  Has  Servant  Trouble"   (Col.)  (3 
days) 

"Dulcy"  (M-G-M)  (4  days) 
"Tom    Brown's    Schooldays"     (RKO)  (4 days) 

EMPIRE  —  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 
Gross:  $1,650.  (Average,  $1,700) 

Legion  Approves  12 
of  14  New  Pictures 

Of  14  new  pictures  reviewed  and 
classified  for  the  current  week,  the 
National  Legion  of  Decency  has  ap- 

proved 12,  six  for  general  patronage 
and  six  for  adults,  while  two  were 
classed  as  objectionable  in  part.  The 
new  films  and  their  classification  fol- low. 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for 
General  Patronage  —  "Always  a 
Bride,"  "Blondie  Plays  Cupid,"  "Little 
Nellie  Kelly,"  "Maria,"  "Nobody's 
Children,"  "You'll  Find  Out."  Class 
A-2,  Unobjectionable  for  Adults  — 
"Dark  Streets  of  Cairo,"  "Fantasia," 
"Gallant  Sons,"  "Girls  Under  21," 
"Give  Us  Wings,"  "Jennie."  Class  B, 
Objectionable  in  Part— "The  Letter," 
"Seven  Sinners." 

Shift  Pittsburgh  Films 
Providence,  Nov.  27. — As  a  result 

of  the  collapse  of  the  Alvin  Theatre 
here,  and  the  jam  of  product  in  other 
theatres,  the  Fulton  Theatre  is  ex- 

pected to  get  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home,"  and  the  Barry  is  showing 
more  major  company  product  than  in 
the  past. 

Eastman  Sues  on  Patent 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.  yesterday  filed 

suit  in  U.  S.  District  Court  here 
against  Charles  McAuley  and  McAu- 
ley  Woodcrafting  Co.,  charging  in- 

fringement of  a  patent  covering  im- 
provements on  film  reels. 

'Voyage9  Pulls 

Good  $9,500 

Gross  in  Loop 

Chicago,  Nov.  27. — "Long  Voyage 
Home"  drew  $9,500  at  the  Apollo  for 
the  best  proportionate  gain.  "City  for 
Conquest"  with  Abbott  &  Costello 
heading  a  stage  show  at  the  Chicago 
took  $38,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  22: 

"Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
APOLLO— (1,400)  (35c-55c-65c-75c),  7  days. Gross:  $9,500.    (Average,  $6,500) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)  (35c-S5c-75c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Abbott  &  Costello,  Merry  Macs  and Larry  Adler.  Gross:  $38,000.  (Average, $32,000) 
"Nobody's  Sweetheart"  (Univ.) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 

Stage:     George     White's     Scandals  Unit. Gross:  $18,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
"Night  in  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
PALACE — (2,500)    (35c-40c-60c)    7  days. Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ROOSEVELT—  (1,500)   (75c-$1.10)  7  days. 

Continuous,     3rd    week.      Gross:  $10,000. 
(Average,  $11,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
STATE- LAKE— (2,700)  (25c-40c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Major  Bowes  Unit.  Gross:  $17,500. 
(Average,  $15,000) 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 7  days.   Gross:  $16,000.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
GARRICK— (1,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $6,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 
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"Unprecedented  effectiveness"  says  "The  New  York 

Times"  of  this  New  Miracle  from  the  RCA  Laboratories 

FANTASOUND  by  RCA 

In  Fantasia,  now  playing  at 

New  York's  Broadway  Theatre, 
Walt  Disney  again  gives  American 
movie  goers  a  notable  motion 

picture  "first." But  the  picture  itself  is  not  the 

only  thoroughly  new  and  different 
feature  of  Fantasia.  The  sound, 

too,  is  a  notable  "first."  Named 
"Fantasound"  it  was  developed 
by  RCA  and  Disney  engineers  — 
and  "The  New  York  Times"  ac- 

claims it  in  this  way:  "Sound  is 
reproduced  with  a  degree  of  color 

and  effectiveness  without  a  prec- 
edent in  my  experience  of  either 

the  screen  or  the  radio  .  .  .  that 

'tone  color'  of  which  every  mu- 
sician speaks  and  which  is  partic- 
ularly the  attribute  of  orchestral 

music  is  here  reproduced  with  a 
completeness  and  sumptuousness 

for  which  .  .  .  may  be  able  to  fur- 

nish a  precedent,  but  I  can't." 

HOW  FANTASOUND  WORKS 

Fantasound  differs  from  ordinary 

movie  sound  by  recording  and  re- 
producing dialogue  and  music  not 

on  one,  but  on  three,  sound  tracks. 
It  "follows"  the  action  on  the  screen. 
When  a  performer  moves  from  one 

r  Box  o«
>« Be«er  Sound  WeO"!

  ̂ .ee  of, he  Screen 

RCA  ?h°,0Cl?oe«er  Sound 

same 
Developed 

  W  the 
RCA  engine

ers  tbe 

orated  ̂ n*Ton  in  the 
Disney  o^Ssound.the 

creation  of  
tanta 

RCA   ̂ otophone^  .R  .ust 
Voice  ot  th

e 

theatres  of  ^~sound Although  tan  step 

^  ̂ SVne I  era  of  mo-
 

toV,ar    mre  sound  repro- tion  picture  s  reaSon 
ductipn,  th«  caU 

whv  its  advent  v 

side  of  the  screen  to  the  other,  the 
sound  moves  as  well,  switching  from 
one  sound  reproducer  to  another. 
This  same  realism  is  also  provided 

in  musical  sequences — and  results  in 
new  richness  of  instrumental  tone 

because  individual  sections 
of  a  band  are  separately 
recorded  and  reproduced. 

In  the  Broadway  Thea- 
tre sound  reproducers  are 

placed  behind  the  screen — 
and  surround  the  audience 

—  so  that  basses,  wood- 

winds, strings,  brasses  and  other  sec- 
tions of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra, 

which  plays  in  Fantasia,  are  heard 
with  all  the  dramatic  beauty  that 
normally  reaches  only  the  ears  of 
the  conductor.  The  performances 
of  individual  sections  are  automat- 

ically controlled  so  that  a  much 
wider,  more  realistic  volume  is  en- 

joyed. Because  sound  is  spread 
across  the  stage  instead  of  coming 
from  one  speaker  centered  behind 
the  screen,  music  is  heard  as  if  the 
orchestra  were  actually  present! 
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The  children  are  beginning 

to  hear  it  in  Chile  ...  in 

Cuba  ...  in  El  Salvador  and 

Argentina — in  city  and  village  schools  of 

Central  and  South  America. 

"Transmite  la  Cadena  Radiodifusora 

Columbia", 
Soon  they  will  know  the  phrase  well : 

"Transmitted  by  the  Columbia  Broadcasting 

System." For  with  the  new  school  year,  Columbia's 

eleven-year-old  American  School  of  the  Air 

crossed  the  sea  southwards  and  there  became 

the  "Radio  Escuela  de  las  Americas". 

The  Americas.  Plural. 

Thus  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 

launches  an  international  educational  venture 

big  in  design,  large  in  hope  for  the  future  of 

these  American  hemispheres. 

For  children  who  study  together,  who 

sing  the  same  songs,  have  the  same  heroes 

and  legends,  know  the  same  history .  .  . 

Good  Ne
ighbors 

. . . 

Such  children  develop,  ineradicably,  the  ties 

and  links  that  make  all  the  loyalties  and 

brotherhoods  of  men. 

ft        ft  H 

What  is  the  American  School  of  the  Air 

which  is  now  "geographically  the  world's 

most  extensive  educational  enterprise"? 

Simply,  it  is  text-books  given  voice,  plot 

and  human  personality— it  is  history  and  natu- 

ral science  and  current  events  dramatized  and 

acted;  it  is  music  sung;  literature  heard.  It  is 

daily  classroom  education  over  the  air. 

Over  eight  million  U.  S.  school  children 

and  their  200,000  teachers  used  the  American 

School  of  the  Air  programs  during  the  last 

school  year.  Five  days  a  week  this  classroom 

radio  project,  the  only  educational  program 

of  its  scope  on  the  air,  went  out  to  classrooms 

in  all  48  states  and  in  Hawaii. 

And  now  it  will  go  to  classrooms  all  over 

the  Americas.  Thirteen  nations  in  the  West- 

ern Hemisphere  have  already  accepted  the 

Argentina  Brazil  Chile  Costa  Rica 

Bolivia  Canada  Colombia 

Dominican  Republic 

Cuba 

El  Salvador 

Ecuador 



invitation  to  participate: 

Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile, 

Colombia,  Panama, 

Honduras,  El  Salva- 

dor, Cuba,  the  Dom- 

inican Republic, 

Mexico,  Canada, 

and  our  own  Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  plan  for  the  new  International 

School  of  the  Air  is  no  one-way-street,  with 

our  U.  S.  educators  deciding  what  is  going 

forth  to  the  students.  All  the  nations  have 

been  invited  to  assist  in  furnishing  materials 

for  the  new  programs.  And  the  same  pro- 

grams will  be  used  in  our  country  and  theirs. 

*       ft  ft 

The  boys  and  girls  who  hear  these  programs 

will  one  day  be  the  statesmen  and  voters,  the 

educators  and  law-makers  of  their  countries. 

To  weave  them  together  more  closely  by 

years  of  shared  education  in  the  patterns  of 

free  minds,  of  democracy,  may  profoundly 

help  in  weaving  together  the  future  of  their 

nations  and  ours. 

That  is  the  profound  purpose  of  this  new 

international  venture. 

Secretary  of  State  Cordell  Hull  has  said 

this  of  the  School  of  the  Air  of  the  Americas: 

"It  would  be  difficult  to  devise  a  form  of 

international  cooperation  which  holds  more 

promise  for  the  deepening  and  broadening  of 

understanding  between  the  people  of  the 

American  republics  and  which  may  be  of 

more  general  benefit  to  these  countries." 

iiTransmite  la  Cadena  Radiodifusora 

Columbia."  To  the  Americas.  Plural. 

Already  this  year  160,000  teachers  have  sent  for  the  Teacher's 
Manual  of  the  School  of  the  Air,  a  manual  designed  to  help  the 
teacher  make  the  best  use  of  this  classroom  project.  The  1940-41 
issue  is  now  printed  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  as  well  as  in  English. 
This  96-page  booklet  is  yours  for  the  asking —  in  any  of  the  three  lan- 

guages. Columbia BroadcastingSystem,485  Madison  Ave.,N.Y.C. 

The  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 

Guatemala  Honduras 

Haiti  Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Panama 

Peru  Philippines  Uruguay 

Paraguay  United  States  Venezuela 
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Celebrate  Two  Decades  of  Broadcasting 

RCA  Pledges 

Facilities  for 

U.  S.  Defense 

David  Sarnofif 
RCA  President 

SALUTING  the  broadcasters  on 
their  20th  birthday,  the  Radio 
Corporation  of  America,  now  in 

its  21st  year,  has  enlisted  all  of  its 
resources  and  services  in  the  first  line 
of  national  defense.  American  owned 
and  American  controlled,  RCA  has 
been  safeguard- 

ing American 
preeminence  in 
all  fields  of  ra- 
dio. 

Comprehen- 
sive research, 

manufacturing, 
c  o  mmunication, 
and  broadcast- 

ing facilities,  to- 
gether with 

highly  trained 
and  experienced 
personnel,  are 
geared  for  im- mediate and 
complete  coop- 

eration with  the 
Federal  Government  in  its  efforts  to 
prepare  the  country  to  meet  any 
threat  from  across  the  seas. 

Organized  in  the  autumn  of  1919, 
just  a  year  earlier  than  the  beginning 
of  broadcasting,  the  aim  of  RCA  was 
the  establishment  of  an  adequate  and 
reliable  system  of  international  and 
marine  radio  communication,  indepen- 

dent of  foreign  interests. 
Radio  now  is  a  billion-dollar- 

a-year  industry  employing  some 
400,000  persons,  whose  annual 
payroll  is  in  excess  of  $500,000,- 
000.  RCA  has  contributed  im- 

measurably to  the  creation  of 
this  vast  enterprise.  It  fore- 

sees for  itself  in  the  future  an 
ever-widening  opportunity. 
When  RCA  was  formed,  there  were 

among  the  company's  personnel  men of  aggressive  vision.  One  of  these  was 
David  Sarnoff,  now  president  of  RCA. 
As   early  as   1916,   Sarnoff  recom- 

mended the  development  of  a  "Radio 
Music  Box"  for  the  home,  by  means 
of  which  music,  lectures  and  news 
could  be  given  to  the  masses. 

It  was  only  natural,  then,  with  the 
popular  advent  of  radio  broadcasting 
in  1920,  that  RCA  should  pioneer  in 
the  new  art's  development.  Mean- 

while, the  company's  activities  in  the radio  communications  field  were  of 
steadily  increasing  importance  and  in 
later  years  it  became  necessary  to  set 
up  separate  subsidiary  operating  com- 

panies. These  are  R.  C.  A.  Communi- 
cations, Inc.,  and  Radiomarine  Cor- 
poration of  America. 

In  1926,  RCA  founded  the  Na- 
tional Broadcasting  Co.  and  in- 

augurated a  regular  program 
service  for  the  public  over  a 
network  of  stations.  Commer- 

cial sponsorship  of  programs 
was  introduced.  Thus,  the  "Am- 

erican system"  of  broadcasting was  created. 
In  1929,  RCA  expanded  further  by 

Next  Television  Problem 

Is  Fixing  of  Standards 

The  ability  of  the  television  indus- 
try committee,  the  National  Television 

Systems  Committee,  to  agree  upon 
standards  for  the  new  medium  and  to 
present  a  plan  for  development  to  the 
FCC,  is  generally  regarded  as  the 
crux  of  the  present  uncertain  situa- 

tion for  radio's  next  move — the  addi- 
tion of  sight  to  sound.  The  com- 

mission has  fixed  Jan.  27  as  the  date 
when  it  will  hear  the  report  of  the 
NTSC. 

From  the  discovery  of  selenium  in 
1817  to  the  development  of  the  photo- 

electric cell  in  1890,  much  of  the  re- 
search which  today  forms  the  basis 

for  television  was  done.  However, 
the  first  moving  image  transmission 
over  wires  did  not  come  until  1906, 
when  a  system  was  developed  by  two 
Frenchmen,  Rignoux  and  Fournier. 
In  1907  the  cathode  ray  tube  for  tele- 

vision was  proposed  and  television 
by  radio  in  the  form  of  a  drawing 
was  developed  in  1909. 
The  Iconoscope,  or  camera,  was 

patented  in  1923  by  Dr.  Vladimir  K. 

Zworykin,  and  two  years  later  Baird, 
in  England,  and  Jenkins,  in  Washing- 

ton, transmitted  pictures  by  wire.  In 
1928  RCA,  General  Electric  and  West- 
inghouse  coordinated  their  television 
experiments  with  RCA  setting  up  a 
transmitter.  The  next  year,  the  kine- 

scope, or  receiver,  was  patented. 
Television  programs  actually  took 

shape  in  England,  although  they 
were  halted  by  the  war.  Experimen- 

tation here  continued,  however,  and 
on  April  30,  1939,  NBC  set  up  a  reg- 

ular daily  program  service  in  New 
York.  Don  Lee  also  started  a  regular 
program  series  in  Los  Angeles. 
Early  this  year,  television  was 

granted  a  limited  commercial  license 
by  the  FCC  but  this  was  revoked  sev- 
al  months  later  on  the  ground  that 
the  new  medium  was  not  yet  ready. 
In  the  Spring,  the  FCC  gave  the 
Number  One  television  channel  to 
FM,  and  the  progress  of  television 
was  temporarily  halted  while  the  va- 

rious stations  shifted  to  the  new 
frequencies. 

WHN  Affiliate  of  Loew's 

WHN  aired  its  first  broadcast  in 
March,  1922,  and  established 

itself  as  one  of  the  oldest  stations  in 
New  York.  For  10  years  the  Loew 
station  was,  for  all  purposes,  a  non- 

commercial outlet  broadcasting  pro- 
grams for  the  publicity  value  they 

gave  to  Loew  theatres  and  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  pictures.  In  the  early 
days  WHN  shared  the  spotlight  with 
WJZ  and  WOR  and  just  before  the 
advent  of  the  Radio  Commission,  the 
station  had  to  share  time  with  WPAP 
and  WQAQ. 

Ten  years  after  its  opening,  in  1932, 
Loew's  decided  to  exploit  the  com- mercial advantages  of  WHN  because 
of  the  large  listening  audience  the 
station  enjoyed.  Major  Bowes  was  ap- 

pointed head  of  the  station  and  when 
he  moved  to  the  networks  with  the 
"Amateur  Hour,"  Louis  K.  Sidney, 
executive  of  Loew's  Theatres,  stepped 
into  the  picture  in  the  Spring  of  1935. 
The  following  year  Herbert  L.  Pet- 
tey,  who  was  then  secretary  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission, 
resigned  that  post  to  join  Sidney  as 
associate  director. 

The  station  forged  ahead  com- 
mercially, the  power  was  in- 

creased from  500  to  5,000  watts, 
a  new  transmitter  was  built  in 
Astoria — and  a  new  kind  of  en- 
tertainment  was  greeting 

WHIN'S  listeners.  As  more  ad- 
vertisers were  added  to  the 

WHN  roster,  things  began  hap- 
pening with  even  greater  speed. 

Don  Albert,  leader  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre's  orchestra,  took  over  the 
post  of  musical  head  of  the  station. 
Jay  C.  Flippen  came  over  to  take  the 
helm  of  the  "Amateur  Hour,"  Loew's Theatres  in  the  metropolitan  area 
were  being  used  for  the  presentation 
of  shows,  the  WHN  Movie  Club 
brought  screen  stars  to  the  air,  and 
WHN  organized  its  own  stock  com- 

pany— many  of  whose  members  are network  stars  today. 

Pettey  became  director  of  the  sta- 
tion in  1938,  succeeding  Sidney,  who 

went  to  the  Coast  for  M-G-M.  WHN 
gained  the  spotlight  that  year  by 
broadcasting  programs  simultaneously 
with  the  networks  when  advertisers 
realized  the  value  of  using  WHN  as 
an  extra  outlet  in  the  New  York  area. 

George  Combs,  Jr.,  a  former  Con- 
gressman, was  added  to  the  station's staff.  WHN  increased  its  staff  last 

year  by  adding  Bert  Lebhar,  Jr.,  to 
handle  sales  and  Ira  Herbert  as  as- 

sistant. A  sales  promotion  department 
was  a  new  addition.  A  sports  editor 
was  a  new  innovation,  and  today 
WHN  has  six  major  sports  com- 
mentators. 

purchasing  the  old  Victor  Talking 
Machine  Co.  and  entering  the  radio 
manufacturing  field  in  its  own  right. 
In  its  present  vast  organization, 

which  this  year  totals  more  than  27,- 
000  employes,  RCA  created  the 
world's  largest  and  best  staffed  radio research  laboratories.  From  these 
laboratories  have  come  many  impor- 

tant new  discoveries.  It  was  RCA 
laboratory  work  that  was  largely  re- 

sponsible for  the  introduction  by  NBC 
in  1939  of  this  country's  first  regular 
public  television  program  service. 
Another  RCA  laboratory  product, 
rapidly  approaching  the  stage  of  prac- 

tical use,  is  facsimile  broadcasting. 
These  things  are  but  physical  evi- 

dence in  the  fulfillment  of  practical 
scientific  dreams.  The  worth  of  Sar- 
noff's  "Radio  Music  Box"  idea  in  1916 
is  amply  demonstrated  today. 

Vast  Field  of 

Expansion  Is 

Open  to  Radio 

By  EDWARD  GRIEF 

TWENTY  years  of  regular  broad- 
casting have  wrought  changes  in 

the  entertainment,  political  and 
advertising  habits  of  the  nation.  As 
radio  enters  its  second  score  of  years, 
the  industry  stands  on  the  brink  of 
still  vaster  fields  with  television  and 
frequency  modulation  making  their 
bid. 

It  is  a  far  cry  today  from  the 
early    years    of    radio  when broadcasters  eargerly  accepted 
program    material   from  any 
commercial    interest  without 
charge  just  to  fill  up  the  sched- 

uled program  hours. 
Radio  dates  from  1920  by  universal 

consent,  because  that  is  the  year  that 
regularly  scheduled  programs  started. 
Although  there  are  several  conflict- 

ing claims  to  "first,"  it  is  known  that 
at  least  13  stations,  now  in  existence, 
were  on  the  air  in  1920.  These,  listed 
alphabetically  according  to  cities,  in- cluded:  KOB,  Albuquerque;  WRR, 
Dallas;  KLZ,  Denver;  WWJ,  De- 

troit ;  WHA,  Madison,  Wis. ;  WCAL, 
Northfield,  Minn.;  WKY,  Oklahoma 
City;    KDKA.    Pittsburgh;  KQV, 
Pittsburgh;  KQW,  San  Jose;  KHQ, 
Spokane;   WDZ,  Tuscola,   111.,  and 
WBAA,  West  Lafayette,  Ind. 
The  Harding  election  returns  that 

year  and  the  Dempsey-Carpentier 
fight  in  1921  did  much  to  popularize 
the  new  medium.  In  1923,  WEAF, 
New  York,  was  linked  by  telephone 
wire  to  WNAC,  Boston,  for  the  first 
network  broadcast  and  several  months 
later,  WEAF,  WGY,  Shenectady; 
KDKA,  and  KYW,  Chicago,  were hooked  up. 

The  introduction  that  year  of  the 
superheterodyne  circuit  took  radio  out 
of  the  headphone  class,  although  it  was 
still  common  for  listeners  to  ask  local 
stations  to  go  off  the  air  so  that  they 
could  get  the  DX  stations.  In  1924, 
both  political  conventions  were  broad- 

cast and  24  stations  were  hooked  up 
for  the  Coolidge  inaugural  in  1925. 
The  adaptation  of  alternating  current 
for  radio  use  in  1925  also  was  a  ma- 

jor advance. 
NBC  was  organized  in  1926 

and  CBS  in  1927.  Policing  of 
the  air  began  seriously  in  1927 
with  the  organization  of  the 
Federal  Radio  Commission. 

In  1932,  radio  proved  that  it  could 
be  a  decisive  factor  in  political  cam- 

paigns and  the  epoch-making  personal 
reports  of  a  President  to  his  people 

began  with  the  "Fireside  Chats"  in 1933.  The  Federal  Communications 
Commission  came  into  being  in  1934, 
as  did  Mutual.  The  adoption  of  an 
industry  code  came  in  1939  and  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  found 
radio  already  established  as  an  un- surpassed medium  for  delivery  of  spot news. 

Again  in  1940,  radio  was  important 
in  political  affairs  and  election  results 
became  known  to  the  world  within  a 
few  hours  after  polls  closed. 



Twenty  years  ago,  in  scattered  U.  S. 

homes,  men  and  women  glued  themselves  to 

earphones  as  the  first  scheduled  radio  broad- 

cast in  the  nation's  history  was  made. 

And  so,  with  Station  KDKA's  transmission 

of  the  Harding-Cox  election  returns  of  1920, 

a  great  new  service  was  born.  A  service  that 

today  is  one  of  the  most  important  phases  of 

modern  life.  A  service  that  disintegrates  time 

and  space  to  bring  millions  and  millions  of  fami- 

lies the  newest  in  news,  the  most  desirable  in 

education,  the  finest  in  entertainment. 

In  two  fleeting  decades  radio  broadcasting  has 

made  admirable  forward  strides.  And  to  this  end, 

the  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  made 

many  outstanding  contributions.  That  is  why  we 

look  back  on  the  first  20  years  of  broadcasting 

achievement  with  pardonable  pride. 

National 

Broadcasting 

Company 

The  World's  Greatest  Broadcasting  System 

A  Radio  Corporation  of  America  Service 
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Networks  Leaders  in  Radio  Industry 

Niles  Trammell 

NBC  Started 

In  1926  With 

Only  18  Units 

By  NILES  TRAMMELL 
President  of  NBC 

DURING  the  past  year  radio broadcasting  celebrated  its  20th 
anniversary  as  a  public  service 

medium.  Broadcasting,  as  we  know  it 
today,  is  generally  considered  to  have 
begun  in  1920.  One  of  the  highlights 
of  that  historic  year  was  the  broadcast 

of  the  Harding- 
Cox  presidential 
election  returns 
which  were 
heard  by  the 
fortunate  few 

who  owned  re- 
ceiving sets. 

Between  that 
historic  year  and 
the    1940  elec- 

tion, which  wit- nessed the  most 
complete  radio 
coverage  of  any 
event  in  history, 
there  stretches 

a  period  of  tech- 
nical develop- 

ment, business  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  a  social  idea  unparalleled  in 

the  annals  of  American  industry. 
The  history  of  radio  is  largely  the 

story  of  organization  and  the  orderly 
division  of  duties  and  responsibilities 
inherent  in  the  development  of  one  of 
the  most  powerful  media  on  earth. 
The  1920  election  returns  constituted 
an  important  early  step  in  public 
broadcasting,  but  the  miracle  of  radio 
did  not  become  a  national  reality  until 
its  scope  of  service  was  permanently 
enlarged  by  the  formation  of  the  first 
radio  network  by  the  National  Broad- 

casting Company  in  1926. 
Beginning  with  a  group  of  18 

stations,  this  first  radio  organ- 
ization   rapidly    increased  its 

physical  structure,  enlarged  and 
enriched  the  number  and  va- 

riety of  its  programs  until  in 
1940  it  is  augmenting  the  local 
service  of  over  200  independent 
associated    stations    with  the 
best  radio  entertainment  and 
information  in  the  world. 
The  history  of  radio  is  also  the  his- 

tory of  private  enterprise  in  the  field 
of  public  service.  The  medium  which 
yesterday  was  but  a  whisper  in  an  un- 

explored land,  today  speaks  with  a 
clear  voice  to  the  world.  American 
broadcasting  was  able  to  achieve  its 
wide     scope     of    influence  largely 
through  the   support  of  commercial 
advertising.  Thus  developed,  it  is  not 
only  one  of  the  most  effective  sales 
media  in  this  country,  but  simultane- 

ously has  become  a  great  medium  for 
the  dissemination  of  public  informa- 

tion and  entertainment  without  cost  to 
its  millions  of  listeners.  This  is  in 
contrast  to  some  countries  where  taxes 
are  assessed  against  each  receiving  set 
to  defray  expenses. 

Continuing  the  tradition  of  Ameri- 
can enterprise,  radio  has  not  limited 

its  activities  to  this  nation  alone.  The 
(Continued  on  page  14) 

Frequency  Modulation 

WITH  40  channels  assigned  to  frequency  modulation  by  the  FCC 
last  Spring,  and  commercial  operation  of  FM  stations  scheduled 

to  start  Jan.  1,  the  new  method  of  transmission  is  expected  to  open 
new  fields  for  broadcasters  in  the  previously  limited  number  of  chan- 

nels available.  More  than  200  organizations  have  indicated  their  inter- 
est in  FM  and  almost  a  score  of  manufacturers  have  either  started,  or 

are  prepared  to  start  production  of  FM  receivers,  according  to  FM 
Broadcasters,  Inc. 

Shortly  after  his  graduation  from  Columbia  University,  in  1914,  Major 
Edwin  H.  Armstrong  started  work  on  his  new  method  of  noiseless 
FM  transmission.  In  1935,  he  set  up  a  demonstration  transmitter  and 
receiver  in  cooperation  with  RCA,  but  later  built  his  own  transmitter 
at  Alpine,  N.  J. 

Expansion  of  Mutual  Was 

Rapid  in  Six-  Year  History 

By  FRED  WEBER 
Mutual  General  Manager 

IN  THE  two  decades  since  its coming  of  age,  radio  has  grown 
from  a  young,  aggressive  industry 

to  a  great,  permanent  institution.  Al- though the  stations,  networks  and  set 
manufacturers  contributed  largely  to 
this  progress,  I  think  a  large  share of  the  credit 

must  go  to  the listeners.  They 
have  insisted  on 
a  wide  and 
varied  fare.  And 
at  their  dispos- 

al,  in  most 
places,  are  three 
major  networks 
and  a  number 
of  local  sta- tions. 

As  the  busi- 
ness of  broad- casting grew 

Alfred  McCosker  OUt  of  the  crys- Mutual  President       tal      set  short 

pants,  it  soon found  out  that  just  the  novelty  of 
bringing  voices  mysteriously  out  of 
the  ether  and  into  John  Smith's  parlor was  not  enough.  The  public  soon 
wearies  of  novelties,  demands  some- 

thing more  substantial.  Motion  picture 
people  have  experienced  the  same  re- 

alization— first  with  the  early  nickle- 
odeons,  and  then  with  the  talkies. 

Bearing  this  thought  in  mind,  four 
strong  independent  radio  stations 
joined  together  six  years  ago  to  form 
a  new  network  unlike  those  already 
in  existence.  They  called  it  the  Mu- 

tual Broadcasting  System  and  its  pur- 
pose was  best  expressed  at  an  early 

executive  meeting  in  1935  when  one 
of  its  officials  stated 

"Mutual  was  formed  with  the 
view  of  giving  the  nation  an  ad- 

ditional channel  of  air  enter- 
tainment. The  network  is  co- 
operative, the  stations  operat- 

ing the  network  service  rather 
than  the  chain  running  the  sta- 

tion. The  individual  stations 
themselves  chose  to  remain  in- 

dependent so  that  each  might 
do  the  job  in  its  community  as 

it  saw  best." In  1935  listeners  heard  the  World 

Series  and  two  of  today's  top  base- ball announcers,  Red  Barber  and  Bob 

Elson.  The  following  year  a  similar 
additional  service  was  performed 
when  the  young  network  not  only 
covered  the  two  political  conventions 
but  stayed  on  the  air  longer  at  each 
convention  than  any  other  network. 
By  1936  the  network  went  coast  to 

coast  and  announced  it  had  36  affili- 
ates. 

The  network  grew  rapidly  but  the 
original  policy  was  never  forgotten. 
In  1937,  34.6  per  cent  of  the  Mutual 
programs  originated  outside  New 
York  and  Chicago.  Also  a  lot  of  new 
shows  and  personalities  that  could 
find  no  room  on  other  chains,  were 
first  developed  on  Mutual  ("Hobby 
Lobby,"  Raymond  Gram  Swing, 
"Kay  Kyser's  College  of  Musi- 

cal Knowledge,"  Wythe  Williams, 
"The  Lone  Ranger,"  "Musical  Steel- 

makers"). This  was  partly  due  to 
the  fact  that  many  sponsors  with 
bright  new  shows  but  without  maxi- mum nationwide  distribution,  could  go 
on  Mutual  and  buy  as  few  or  as  many 
stations  as  they  desired. 
The  creation  of  the  cooperatively 

sponsored  program  was  first  intro- 
duced on  Mutual  in  1936.  Local  spon- 

sors were  afforded  the  opportunity 
of  buying  major  league  programs. 

Mutual  introduced  the  record- 
ing and  rebroadcasting  of  "news 

in  English"  from  official  Euro- 
pean government  stations.  Mu- tual also  won  plaudits  when  it 

adopted  a  policy  of  rebroadcast- 
ing important  talks  and  events 

at  a  time  when  a  majority  of 
the  nation's  listeners  could  be 
at  their  loudspeakers. 
Mutual  was  the  first  network  to 

present  a  regular  series  of  commen- 
taries from  the  nation's  capital  (Ful- 

ton Lewis,  Jr.)  and  it  was  aggres- 
sive, newshawk  Lewis  who  success- 
fully waged  a  one-man  campaign  to 

get  equal  radio  rights  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Senate,  and  White 
House  along  with  the  fourth  estate. 
Mutual  now  has  162  affiliates  in 

the  U.  S.,  Canada,  Hawaii  and 
Alaska.  Mutual's  billings  for  the  first 10  months  of  1940  are  32.7  per  cent 
over  a  similar  period  in  1939. 

Mutual's  acquisition  of  a  series  of 
concerts  by  the  Philadelphia  Orches- 

tra, the  Chicago  Symphony  and  the 
Chicago  Opera  have  given  it_  the 
strongest  lineup  of  serious  music  in its  history. 

CBS  Net  Has 

122  Stations 

In  121  Cities  a 

EVER  since  its  first  broadcast  in September,  1927,  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  has  made 

swift  progress  in  three  directions — 
programming,  transmitting  and  adver- 

tising acceptance. 
Columbia's  entrance  into  the  radio world  was 

timed  strategi- 
cally :  the  first 

three  years  of 

the  network's life  were  the 

years  in  which 
radio  stopped 

faltering  and 

firmly  "took hold"  of  the 

people  of  the United  States. 
Starting  i  n 

1927  with  16 

important  sta- tions east  of  the 

o2g  Indent  Mississippi 
CBS  recruited 

new  stations  vigorously  until  by  1930 
it  was  the  largest  network  in  the 
world,  serving  every  major  market 
from  coast  to  coast  in  the  U.  S.  and Canada. 

The  chain  at  the  present  time, 
with  122  stations  in  121  cities, 
is  the  largest  regular  network 
in  the  world  and  leads  all  the 
others  in  hours  of  time  sold  and 
in  gross  billings. 
Columbia's  distinctions,  however,  do 

not  start  with  its  preeminence  as  a 

business  organization.  The  network's stations  are  by  and  large  the  best 
equipped  in  the  country,  and  CBS  has 
more  50,000-watt  stations  than  any 
other     network.     Improvements  in 
transmitters,  and  rebuildings,  proceed- 
at  a  fast  clip  and  every  month  bring 
better  and  more  comprehensive  cov- 

erage. CBS  has  been  able  to  state  as 
a  fact  that  the  work  of  its  station  and 

network  engineers  has  "shrunk  space" until  virtually  the  entire  country  is  in 
Columbia's  primary  listening  area. 

In  television,  Columbia  had  been  at 
work  quietly  for  some  time,  with  no 
publicity  or  fanfare,  when  in  the  Fall 
of  1940  Dr.  Peter  Goldmark  and  his 
staff  cracked  the  most  exciting  of  all 
television  problems — putting  color  on 
the  air-waves. 

CBS  programming  has  been  ready 
at  all  times  for  innovation,  and  it  is 
the  luck  of  the  trail-blazer  that  many 
of  the  new  CBS  ideas  clicked  with 
the  public.  Broadcasting  has  certainly 
been  made  more  solid,  more  progres- 

sive, through  such  Columbia  series  as 
"The  Columbia  Workshop,"  "The 
Pursuit  of  Happiness"  and  the  famous 
Summer,  1940  "Forecast"  series.  Co- 

lumbia's day-to-day  sustaining  sched- 
ule has  become  of  enduring  value  to 

America  —  with  such  programs  as 
"American  School  of  the  Air," 
"Church  of  the  Air,"  the  New  York 
Philharmonic  -  Symphony  concerts, 

"Invitation  to  Learning"  and  "The (Continued  on  Page  14) 



"GOSH,  SEEMS  I  TAKE  TOP  HONORS 

IN  RADIO,  TOO!" 

How  was  I  to  realize  when  that  radio  sta- 

tion of  mine  started  back  there  in  1922  that  it  was 

going  to  make  me  world-famous  as  a  broadcaster,  too? 

"WHN,  following  my  great  Loew-MGM  reputa- 

tion for  Showmanship,  has  developed  hit  radio 

shows  one  right  after  another — to  have  them  quick- 

ly snatched  up  by  networks  and  advertisers. 

"Look  how  my  station  leads  in  news  and  sports, 

for  instance — with  twelve  United  Press  News 

broadcasts  a  day,  with  such  brilliant  sports  fea- 

tures as  the  hockey  games  from  Madison  Square 

WHN 

Affiliated  with  Loew's  Theatres  and 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures 

NEW    YORK  CITY 

Garden,  the  Giants'  pro  football  games,  Clem 

McCarthy  as  the  Old  Gold  Sports  Reporter, 

and  a  regular  line-up  of  six  exclusive  sports  an- 
nouncers. 

"But  what  impresses  me  most  about  my  WHN  is 

the  way  advertisers  swear  by  it.  Approximately 

two  hundred  accounts  on  the  1940  books  include 

most  of  the  biggest  advertisers  in  radio.  They 

like  the  way  this  'one-station  network'  of  mine 

influences  14%  of  the  whole  nation's  buying  power 

that's  concentrated  in  the  WHN  primary  area." 

(Signed)  LEO 

1540  BROADWAY 

BRYANT  9-7800 

Chicago  Office:  360  North  Michigan 
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122  CBS  Stations 

In  121  Communities 

(.Continued  from  page  12) 

People's  Platform."  All  along  CBS 
programmers  have  realized  that  lis- 

tening standards  must  be  raised,  and 
Columbia  has  raised  them  even  when 
it  took  daring  innovations  to  do  so. 

But  the  network  has  not  lost 
itself  in  the  blue  sky  of  experi- 

mental broadcasting.  Colum- 
bia's volume  of  business  has 

mounted  steadily,  breaking  and 
rebreaking  records  every  year, 
until  now  late  in  1940  CBS  is 

beating-  its  own  1939  billings 
record  by  more  than  20  per 
cent.  CBS's  vitality  reflects  its preeminence  in  commanding  a 
large,  loyal  audience.  When  all 
the  networks  put  on  similar 
programs,  CBS  is  frequently 
found  to  have  the  largest  share 
of  listeners  (as  for  instance  on 
Election  Night  when  54  per  cent 
of  listeners  quizzed  in  18  Am- 

erican cities  heard  returns  over 
CBS,  and  34.9  per  cent  over 
the  next  highest  network,  ac- 

cording to  a  survey). 
For  the  future  the  CBS  plans  are 

clear.  The  network  and  its  officers 
intend  to  continue  the  fundamental 
policies  which  have  carried  CBS 
through  13  years  of  successful  broad- 

casting. They  realize  that  radio  has 
in  many  ways  become  America's  big- gest single  cultural  force,  and  with  a 
grave  sense  of  responsibility  are  de- 

termined to  make  it  a  force  for  all 
that  is  best  in  American  life. 

Off  the  Antenna 

Greetings  to  radio  on  its  20th  anniversary. 

W2XBS,  NBC  television  station,  having  conducted  a  series  of  tests  for 
the  National  Television  Systems  Committee,  will  shut  down  from  Dec.  4  to  11 
to  put  its  equipment  back  into  shape.  On  Dec.  11,  "Two  Gun  Justice,"  a  film 
with  Tim  McCoy  and  Joan  Barclay  will  be  televised.  Wrestling  will  be 
shown  Friday,  Dec.  13,  and  a  double-header  college  basketball  game  the 
following  night. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Victor  M.  Ratner,  CBS  director  of  sales  promotion,  is  in 
the  New  York  Hospital  with  a  throat  ailment  .  .  .  Bernice  Judis,  WNEW 
managing  director,  celebrates  a  birthday  Sunday  .  .  .  Max  Wylie's  book, 
"Best  Broadcasts  of  1939-40,"  will  make  its  appearance  on  Monday  .  .  . 
Blevins  Davis,  NBC  supervisor  of  educational  programs,  will  preside  at  the 
convention  of  the  American  Education  Theatre  Association  and  National 
Teachers  of  Speech  in  Washington,  Dec.  31  .  .  .  Frank  Jaffe  has  been 
named  promotion  manager  of  IVIOD,  Miami. 

•  •  • 

Representatives  of  Frank  Hummert  yesterday  revealed  that  the 
agency  executive  has  talked  to  several  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
broadcasters'  fight  with  Ascap  in  the  last  few  days  and  that  the  situa- 

tion remains  unchanged  without  any  prospect  of  its  being  altered  in 
the  immediate  future. 

Program  News:  Kate  Smith  brings  her  show  back  to  New  York  Friday 
.  .  .  Three  major  boxing  bouts  will  be  broadcast  by  Adam  Hats  within  eight 
days  over  NBC-Blue,  beginning  with  the  Overlin-Belloise  fight  Friday,  Dec. 
13  .  .  .  Roxy  Theatre  has  bought  13  announcements  for  "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
over  WFIN  .  .  .  Dorothy  Thompson's  show  over  Mutual  has  been  renewed for  13  weeks  effective  Sunday,  Jan.  5  .  .  .  Continental  Baking  Co.  has  renewed 
"Marriage  Club"  over  47  CBS  stations,  Ironized  Yeast  has  renezved  "Court 
of  Missing  Heirs"  over  72  CBS  stations,  and  Quaker  Oats  has  renewed  "Girl 
Alone"  over  41  NBC-Red  stations  .  .  .  Olsen  &  Johnson,  Ed  Wynn,  Al  Jolson, 
Oasie  Nelson,  Harriet  Hilliard,  Red  Skelton,  Belle  Baker  and  Mary  Small 
will  help  Alan  Courtney  inaugurate  his  new  all-night  show  over  WMCA, Sun-day. 

NBC  Started  in  '26 

With  Only  18  Units 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  in 
the  characteristic  role  of  pioneer,  es- 

tablished its  International  Division  in 
1937  and  today  transmits  special  pro- 

grams to  every  corner  of  the  globe. 
The  company's  18-hour-a-day  schedule 
of  programs  to  the  other  Americas  is 
calculated  to  do  much  to  speed  the 
development  of  Pan-American  soli- 

darity and  foster  American  aims,  and 
way  of  life — an  area  of  activity  toward 
which  all  of  the  United  States  today 
is  directing  its  attention. 

The  story  of  radio  has  just  begun. 
Twenty  years  is  but  a  small  segment 
of  time — hardly  large  enough  in  which 
to  grasp  the  entire  scope  and  meaning 
of  such  an  extraordinary  phenomenon 
as  radio.  In  these  few  words  only  the 
broadest  pattern  of  the  events  that 
have  so  far  transpired  can  be  traced. 
Another  year  is  upon  us.  With  de- 

mocracy threatened  as  it  is  today, 
there  is  much  work  for  all  of  us  if  we 
are  to  preserve  our  free  institutions. 
Radio,  as  one  of  the  great  media  of 
public  enlightenment,  is  still  dedicated 
to  the  task  so  ably  set  forth  in  the 
original  announcement  made  on  the 
formation  of  NBC  in  1927:  to  make 
radio  "an  instrument  of  great  public 

service." 
Add  23  Stations 

American  Tobacco  Co.  will  add  23 

stations  on  NBC-Red  for  the  "In- 
formation, Please"  hookup  on  Jan.  3. 
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F.  C.  C.  Grants  Permits  for 

2  Broadcasting  Stations 

NAB  Was  Formed 

For  Radio  in  1922 
Programs  of 

Social  Import 

WMC  A  Policy 

THE  year  1940,  as  far  as  WMCA 
is  concerned,  will  stand  out  as  a 

landmark  in  the  growing  importance 
|of  public  affairs  in  radio  program- 

ming. No  longer  can  it  be  said  that 
entertainment  consists  entirely  of 
gags.  Programs  of  social  service  and 
those  which  recognize  the  free  dis- 

cussion of  vital  world  problems  are 
as  much  a  part  of  good  entertainment 
as  any  veriety  performance. 

It  also  can  be  stated  at  this  point 
that  this  changing  trend  in  program 
standards  was  recognized  by  WMCA 
early  in  1940  and  adopted  a  program 
policy  accordingly. 

Outstanding  among  these  pro- 
grams, which  seek  to  demon- 

strate democracy  in  action  on 
the  one  hand  and  entertain  in- 

visible audiences  on  the  other, 
is  WMCA's  "Labor  Arbitration." 
Guest  arbitrators  are  recruited 
from  labor  and  industry  and 
their  decisions  are  binding  be- 

yond review  of  the  courts.  The 
employment  status  of  thousands 
of  workers  was  settled  by  this 
group  in  1940. 

Another  program  of  great  social 
importance  is  WMCA's  "Friendship 
Bridge"  designed  to  give  moral  en- 

couragement to  the  British  people 
under  bombardment.  Short-waved  by 
WRUL,  this  program  presents  Eng- 

lish evacuated  children  and  noted  Am- 
ericans speaking  overseas.  Still  an- 

other noteworthy  contribution  to  New 
York  radio  is  WMCA's  "Trojan 
Horse"  series,  on  the  activities  of fifth  culumnists. 

Operations  Began  in  1925 
A  pioneer  New  York  station, 

WMCA  started  in  February,  1925, 
and  has  always  been  known  as  a  sta- 

tion of  "firsts."  It  was  the  first  to 
have  stock  market  reports,  drama  cri- 

tics, Sunday  variety  shows,  and 
others.  It  originated  the  "Original 
Good  Will  Hour"  and  people  like 
Rudy  Vallee,  Gabriel  Heater,  Ozzie 
Nelson  and  others  were  heard  of  first 
on  WMCA. 

In  recent  months  two  other  factors 
are  worthy  of  attention  regarding 
WMCA.  One  is  the  recently  com- 

pleted transmitter  at  Kearny,  N.  J., 
and  the  other,  its  announcement  of  a 
24-hour  operating  schedule  to  begin Dec.  1. 

Dec.  31  Deadline  in 

Ascap-Radio  Fight 
Dec  31  is  the  deadline  in 

the  current  struggle  between 
radio  and  Ascap.  Broadcast- 

ers, through  the  newly  cre- 
ated Broadcast  Music,  Inc., 

seek  to  obtain  a  free  market 
in  which  to  purchase  music 
rights.  Ascap,  on  the  other 
hand,  claims  that  the  sale  of 
music  on  a  per-performance 
basis  would  require  an  expen- 

sive policing  agency  and  de- 
mands the  right  to  collect 

royalties  based  on  the  total 
income  of  broadcasters. 

Washington',  Nov.  27. — The  Fed- eral Communications  Commission 
has  granted  construction  permits  to 
the  Tropical  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a 
new  1,310-kilocycle,  250-watt  station 
at  DeLand,  Fla.,  and  Community 
Broadcasting,  Inc.,  for  a  1,370-kilocy- 
cle,  100-watt  station  at  Wheeling, 
W.  Va. 
The  commission  also  authorized 

Stations  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  la., 
and  WREC,  Memphis,  to  increase 
night  power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts  ; 
WAIR,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  to 
change  frequency  from  1,250  to  1,310 
kilocycles  and  extend  time  from  day 
to  unlimited;  WSJS,  Winston- Salem, 
N.  C,  to  change  frequency  from  1,310 
to  600  kilocycles  and  increase  power 
from  250  to  1,000  watts;  KROD,  El 
Paso,  Tex.,  to  change  frequency  from 
1,500  to  600  kilocycles  and  increase 
power  from  250  watts  to  500  watts 
night,  1,000  watts  day,  and  WCOP, 
Boston,  from  day  to  unlimited. 

A  number  of  applications  were  set 
for  hearings  on  dates  to  be  announced 
later,  including  those  of  Symons 
Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  new  1,1 10-kilo- 
cycle,  1,000- watt  station  at  Ellens- 
burg,  Wash. ;  J.  C.  Kaynor  for  a 
1,310-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at  El- 
lensburg,  Wash. ;  Mosby's,  Inc.,  for  an 
1,110-kilocycle  station  at  Anaconda, 
Mont.,  with  500  watts  night,  1,000 
watts  day;  Park  Cities  Broadcasting 
Corp.  for  a  940-kilocycle,  500-watt station  at  Dallas ;  Station  KRBC, 
Abilene,  Tex.,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,420  to  940  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  250  to 
1,000  watts;  KMBS,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  for  change  of  frequency  from  950 
to  690  kilocycles  and  increase  of 
power  from  5,000  to  50,000  watts,  and 
KFJI,  Klamath  Falls,  Ore.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,210  to  600 
kilocycles  and  increase  of  power  from 
100  watts  to  500  watts  night,  1,000 watts  day. 

Called  together  for  the  first  time  by 
Secretary'  of  Commerce  Herbert 
Hoover  in  1922,  the  broadcasters 
formed  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  shortly  thereafter.  The 
first  convention  was  held  in  Chicago 
in  1923  and  Eugene  F.  McDonald,  Jr., 
was  elected  first  president. 

A  special  convention  in  1937  de- 
cided to  reorganize  the  N.A.B.  gen- 
erally and  a  full-time,  paid  president 

was  agreed  upon.  Mark  Ethridge 
served  as  president  for  a  brief  period 
thereafter  and  was  followed  by  Ne- 

ville Miller  who  took  office  in  the 
middle  of  1938  and  still  continues  as 
head  of  the  N.A.B. 
McDonald,  who  held  office  until 

1925,  was  followed  by  Frank  W.  El- 
liot, Earle  C.  Anthony,  William  S. 

Hedges,  Walter  J.  Damm,  Harry 
Shaw,  J.  Truman  Ward,  Alfred  J. 
McCosker,  Leo  Fitzpatrick,  Charles 
W.  Myers,  John  Elmer,  Ethridge  and Miller. 

hat  a  third  network  could  mean  to  American  listeners 

and  to  independent  radio  stations  has  never  been  more  clearly 

illustrated  than  in  the  announcement  of  the  Mutual  Broad- 

casting System  that  this  station-operated  network  will  bring 

to  the  listening  audiences  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 

and  to  the  rest  of  the  world  by  short  wave,  the  regular  Friday 

afternoon  concerts  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra,  to  begin 

November  8,  under  the  batons  of  Leopold  Stokowski  and 

Eugene  Ormandy.  The  Mutual  program  schedule  will  be  fur- 

ther distinguished  this  year  by  the  regular  Monday  evening 

broadcasts  of  the  Chicago  Opera  Company,  which  will  bring 

to  the  air  a  brilliant  roster  of  artists,  among  them  Lily  Pons, 

John  Charles  Thomas,  Giovanni  Martinelli,  Tito  Schipa  and 

Helen  Jepson,  and  by  the  presentation,  on  Thursday  evenings, 

of  the  Chicago  Symphony  conducted  by  Dr.  Frederick  Stock. 

We  are  particularly  proud  to  announce  these  programs  at  a 

time  when  culture  is  so  largely  the  responsibility  of  radio. 

MUTUAL  BROADCASTING  SYSTEM 
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Short  Wave  Plays 
Vital  Defense  Role 

International  short  wave 
stations  will  play  a  major 
part  in  the  national  defense 
program  by  promoting  better 
cultural  relations  among  the 
American  republics.  In  1940 
two  big  steps  forward  were 
taken  for  short  wave.  The 
decision  of  the  FCC  to  permit 
commercial  programs  and  the 
grant  of  power  increases  to 
50,000  watts  point  the  way  to 
a  growing  influence  of  these 
stations.  Of  the  13  short 
wave  stations  now  on  the  air, 
only  the  two  NBC  outlets 
have  adopted  commercializa- 
tion. 

Newspapers  Own 

300  Radio  Outlets 

Approximately  three-eighths,  or 
about  300  stations,  of  the  nation's commercial  broadcasting  outlets,  are 
owned  partially  or  completely  by 
newspaper  publishers.  Although  the 
question  of  such  ownnership  has  fre- 

quently been  discussed  in  Congress, 
the  number  of  such  stations  has  been 
on  the  increase,  especially  during  the 
past  two  years. 
Although  newspapers  generally  de- 

cided to  bury  the  hatchet  with  radio 
and  adopted  a  policy  of  cooperation 
at  the  Association  of  Newspaper  Pub- 

lishers of  America  convention  in  1936, 
the  feud  still  continues  in  many  locali- 

ties. The  decision  of  the  Associated 
Press  directors  in  the  Spring  of  this 
year  to  make  AP  news  available  for 
sponsorship  brought  the  last  of  the 
major  news  services  into  the  radio 
fold. 

WNEW  Combination 

Of  Two  N.  /.  Stations 
WNEW  went  into  operation  on 

Feb.  13,  1934,  nearly  seven  years  ago, 
when  President  Franklin  D.  Roose- 

velt pressed  a  button  at  Carlstadt, 
N.  J.,  at  the  site  of  the  WNEW 
transmitter. 

Born  out  of  a  union  of  WODA  in 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  WAAM,  in  New- 

ark, N.  J.,  WNEW  first  began 
broadcasting  to  an  indeterminate  num- 

ber of  listeners.  Six  years  later,  some 
independent  surveys  show  that 
WNEW  ranks  at  the  top  of  the  inde- 

pendent station  list  in  number  of 
listeners.  Bernice  Judis  has  been 
managing  director  of  the  station  since 
its  inception. 

WSXE  to  Televise 

Philadelphia  Sports 
Philadelphia,  Nov. 

Philco  television  station, 
rangement    with  the 
sports  center,  to  pick 
games,  the  "Ice  Follies 
a  roller  skating  derby 
are  also  under  way  for 
televise  wrestling  and 
staged  there  by  outside 

27.— W3XE, 
has  made  ar- 
Arena,  local 
up  ice  hockey 

of  1941,"  and 
Negotiations 

permission  to 
boxing  bouts 
promoters. 

'Winged  Victory'  to  W.  B. Hollywood,  Nov.  27.  —  Warners 
have  purchased  'Winged  Victory," 
play  by  A.  J.  Cronin. 

Short  Subject  Reviews 

"Landing  of  the 

Pilgrims" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
Produced  in  color  by  Paul  Terry, 

this  cartoon  burlesques  the  arrival  of 
the  Mayflower  with  laughable  results. 
Upon  landing  the  Pilgrims  encounter 
Indian  merchants,  sow  seed  for  crops 
and  then  undertake  to  celebrate 
Thanksgiving.    Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Old  Dominion  State" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
Inspiring  historical  landmarks  in 

Virginia  are  toured  with  the  color 
camera  and  the  result  is  an  impressive 
travelogue.  The  homes  of  Wash- 

ington, Jefferson,  Lee  and  others,  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg  and  other  points  of  in- 

terest are  shown.  The  reel  also  pic- 
tures vacationers  at  Virginia  Beach. 

Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Plane  Goofy" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
Having  sold  airplanes  to  all  the 

barnyard  animals,  a  salesman  tries  to 
interest  the  farmer  in  his  product. 
Curious,  the  farmer  gets  into  the  plane 
and  following  the  directions  heard 
over  a  phonograph,  makes  a  hectic 
flight.  The  cartoon,  produced  by  Paul 
Terry,  is  mildly  amusing.  Running 
time,  7  mins. 

"Lure  of  the  Trouf 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
Trout  fishing  is  the  subject  of  this 

short  and  it  is  splendidly  filmed  in 
color.  The  proper  handling  of  rod 
and  reel  is  illustrated  in  contrast  to 
the  awkward  casting  and  reeling  of 
the  novice.  The  latter  is  personified 
by  Ed  Thorgersen,  who  also  does  the 
commentary.    Running  time,  9  mins. 

Sunday  Films  Endorsed 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  Nov.  27.— The 

City  Council  has  passed  a  motion 
favoring  the  operation  of  all  local 
picture  theatres  on  Sundays.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
eastern  provinces  that  a  city  council 
has  formally  endorsed  Sunday  picture shows. 

Seek  Sunday  Recount 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  Nov.  27. — 

Learning  that  the  Sunday  film  issue 
was  defeated  by  only  75  votes,  mem- 

bers of  the  motion  picture  operators' 
union  here  began  circulating  a  peti- 

tion asking  for  an  official  recount  of 
the  city's  vote. 

Sanders  Suspended 
Hollywood,  Nov.  27. — George  San- 

ders has  been  suspended  by  20th 
Century-Fox  for  refusing  to  appear  in 
"Uncensored,"  and  John  Loder  was 
substituted.  Sanders  has  been  under 
contract  to  the  studio  for  the  last  two 

years. 

Playwright  Sues  W.  B. 
Thomas  Carlton  Upham,  playwright, 

has  brought  suit  in  Federal  district 
court  here  against  Warners  charging 
plagiarism  of  his  play,  "Lost  Boy,"  in 
the  film,  "Mayor  of  Hell."  The  play was  produced  here  in  1932. 

"Wacky  Wildlife" 
(Vitaphone) 
This  is  a  "Merrie  Melody"  cartoon in  color  which  burlesques  traits  and 

habits  of  well  known  wild  animals. 
The  color  definitely  enhances  this  typi- 

cal Schlesinger  subject  and  its  comic 
touches  make  it  a  completely  enter- 

taining reel.  Running  time,  7  mins. 

"The  Magic  Pencil" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
This  as  a  Paul  Terry  cartoon  in 

which  the  chief  characters,  a  goose 
and  a  cat,  create  others  simply  by 
wielding  a  magic  pencil  obtained  from 
a  radio  announcer  for  a  number  of 
box  tops.  It  is  average  cartoon  fare. 
Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Knock,  Knock" 
(Universal) 
Andy  Panda  and  Papa  Panda  are 

disturbed  by  the  pecking  of  a  zany 
woodpecker.  The  pursuit  of  the  bird 
is  then  the  main  concern  of  the  car- 

toon. Their  efforts  are  unsuccessful 
and  not  too  funny.  Running  time,  7 mins. 

"Sour  Puss" 
(V  itaphone) 
This  Leon  Schlesinger  "Looney 

Tune"  takes  Porky  and  his  enthusi- 
astic cat  on  an  eventful  if  unprofitable 

fishing  expedition.  The  cartoon  is  up 
to  the  usual  standard  of  these  sub- 

jects. Runing  time,  7  mins. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Warners  Renovate  Theatre 

New  Haven,  Nov.  27. — Warners 
will  close  the  1,340-seat  State,  South 
Manchester,  Conn.,  Dec.  16  to  24  for 
completion  of  the  current  renovation 
job,  which  is  to  include  new  lobby, 
marquee,  lighting,  carpets,  and  redeco ration. 

New  Circuit  Incorporated 

Albany,  Nov.  27. — The  Circle  Cir- 
cuit, Inc.,  has  been  incorporated  here 

by  Solomon  Kleinman,  Bernard  Sha- 
piro and  Louis  I.  Shapiro,  New  York. 

Plans  Connecticut  House 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Nov.  27. — Joseph 

Faith,  operator  of  theatres  in  Terry- 
ville,  Unionville,  and  Collinsville, 
Conn.,  is  planning  to  convert  the  Red 
Men's  Hall  here  into  a  700-seat  the- atre. 

Reopen  New  Haven  House 
New  Haven,  Nov.  27.— The  Can- 

non Theatre  has  reopened  here.  The 
700-seat  neighborhood  house  has  been 
completely  renovated.  John  Cannon 
and  John  Cannon,  Jr.,  are  the  opera- tors. 

Iowa  Theatre  Reopened 

Dayton,  la.,  Nov.  27.  —  H.  G. 
Moore  of  Des  Moines  has  redecorated 
and  installed  new  equipment  in  the 
Roval  Theatre  here  and  reopened  it. 

SPECIAL  INTRO- 
DUCTORY PRICE 

s^.OO
 

£^  POSTPAID 

Keep  Your  Accounts  Easily,  Accurately! 

NEW  SIMPLIFIED  THEATRE 

BOOKKEEPING  SYSTEM! 

■  Exhibitors,  The  Theatre  Management  Record  and  Annual 
Tax  Register  has  been  devised  expressly  for  you.  So  utterly 
simple,  it  requires  no  bookkeeping  experience;  it  includes  individual 
sections  for  all  operating  data  and  is  designed  so  that  full  tax 

information  is  always  readily  available.  You  will  have  a  complete 

up-to-the-minute  record  of  your  business  always  before  you  with 
this  amazing  new  self-operating  system.   Order  it  today. 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER  CENTER  NEW  YORK 
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Television 

Network  Need 

Seen  by  NBC 

Plans  Are  Going  Ahead, 

Says  Frank  Mullen 

NBC  is  primarily  interested  in  net- 
work rather  than  local  station  tele- 

'  vision,  and  is  directing  its  efforts  to 
that  goal,  despite 
present  difficul- 

ties, said  Frank 
Mullen,  NBC 
vice-president  and 
general  manager, 
in  a  press  confer- 

ence yesterday. 
"Television  will 

not  get  any- where  without 
national  syndica- 
tion,"  he  asserted. 

Our  ambition  is 
Frank  Mullen       national  televi- 

sion."    The  ex- 
pense of  program  production  makes  a 

network  essential,  Mullen  said. 
Mullen  declined  to  set  a  date 

when  network  television  would 
be  a  reality  but  declared  that 
NBC  was  proceeding  with  plans 
to  link  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington.  A  transmitter 
site  has  already  been  selected 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

RCA  to  Show  Big 
Screen  Television 

Large  screen  television, 
this  time  with  a  9  by  12-foot 
screen,  will  be  demonstrated 
by  RCA  sometime  within  the 
next  four  weeks  at  the  New 
Yorker  Theatre,  53rd  St.,  off 
Broadway,  Alfred  H.  Morton, 
NBC  vice-president  in  charge 
of  television  disclosed  yester- 
day. 
Morton  said  that  little  has 

been  done  to  determine 
whether  television  for  the- 

atre would  be  broadcast 
through  the  air  on  frequen- 

cies which  home  receivers 
could  not  get  or  by  means  of 
special  telephone  wires.  The 
matter  is  under  consideration, 
however,  and  the  Bell  Tele- 

phone Co.  is  cooperating  in 
the  experiments  which  use 
wires. 

Northwest  Allied  in  Drive    U.S.  Studies 

To  Increase  Attendance 

Additional  Playing  Time 
For  Big  Pictures  Is 
A  Major  Factor 

Minneapolis,  Nov.  28. — Northwest 
Allied  has  organized  an  intensive  cam- 

paign among  its  members  which  is 
designed  to  increase  theatre  attendance 
in  the  territory  and  to  combat  in- 

creased competition  with  the  theatre 
for  the  public's  entertainment  dollar. 
Increased  playing  time  for  outstand- 

ing attractions  will  play  a  major  part 
in  the  exhibitors'  drive  for  more  busi- ness. 

The  drive  will  be  marked  by  exten- 
sive use  by  member  theatres  of  va- 

lances, institutional  trailers,  banner- 
ettes featuring  special  attractions  and 

the  distribution  of  lapel  badges.  Spe- 
cial window  cards  and  frames  and 

newspaper  and  mailing  campaigns  also 
are  planned. 

The  general  plan  of  the  drive  is  to 
provide  greater  emphasis  and  exploi- tation for  the  better  pictures  through 
publicity  and  extended  playing  time, 
which  will  be  provided  them.  The 

campaign  to  increase  "theatre  attend- ance and  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
public  in  motion  pictures  will  be  one 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Weather,  Shopping 

Cut  BVay  Grosses; 

'Tin  Pan  Alley'  Big 

Earlier  Christmas  shopping  due,  in 

part,  to  the  advance  of  the  Thanks- 
giving date,  caused  a  dip  in  Broadway 

grosses,  managers  reported  yesterday. 
Cold  weather  and  intermittent  rain 
also  interfered  with  the  take.  Matinee 
business  was  down  sharply  during  the 
past  four  days. 
"Tin  Pan  Alley,"  with  a  stage 

show,  however,  proved  a  big  draw  at 
the  Roxy  where  it  garnered  an  esti- 

mated $59,000  for  the  first  week  and 
is  held  over.  At  the  Music  Hall, 
"Bitter  Sweet"  with  a  stage  show 
grossed  an  estimated  $89,000  and  is 
also  held. 

Originally  booked  for  two  weeks  at 
the  Strand,  "The  Letter"  with  Ozzie 
Nelson's  band  on  the  stage  will  go 
an  additional  week.  Gross  at  the 
Strand  for  the  first  week  which  ended 
yesterday  was  an  estimated  $43,000. 
"A  Dispatch  From  Reuter's"  will  fol- low "The  Letter"  on  Dec.  13. 

"The  Lady  With  Red  Hair"  will open  at  the  Palace  next  Thursday. 

See  Improved  Relations 

Within  Argentine  Trade 

I.  A.  Men  Ordered 

To  Leave  A.  S.  C. 

Hollywood,  Nov.  28. — Fears  were 
felt  today  that  the  dispute  between 
I.A.T.S.E.  cameramen  and  the  Amer- 

ican Society  of  Cinematographers  may 
take  a  serious  turn,  possibly  a  strike. 

The  situation  became  tense  when 
the  officers  of  Local  659  ordered  mem- 

bers to  withdraw  from  the  A.S.C. 
upon  threat  of  expulsion,  while  the 
studios  continued  to  abide  by  their 
agreement  calling  for  first  camera- men to  hold  A.S.C.  cards. 

Although  Herbert  Aller,  Local  659 
representative,  upon  his  return  from 
conferences  with  George  Browne, 

I.A.T.S.E.  president,  declared  "dual 
unionism"  would  be  fought,  the  stu- dios have  received  no  word  from 
Browne  direct  regarding  this. 

Buenos  Aires,  Nov.  28. — Improved 
exhibition  conditions  and  trade  rela- 

tions between  exhibitors  and  distribu- 
tors is  expected  to  result  from  a  series 

of  meetings  between  representatives  of 
American  film  companies  and  an  ex- hibitor committee  which  have  beer 
held  here  during  recent  weeks. 

Indications  are  that  the  proposal? 
approved  at  the  meetings  will  b 
drawn  up  and  submitted  soon  to  thr 
Exhibitors  Association  and  to  al1 
American  distributors  for  approval 
The  proposals  are  expected  to  in- clude methods  of  increasing  public 
interest  in  films  and  attendance  at 
theatres,  and  some  form  of  regulation 
of  multi-featuring.  Some  theatres 
show  as  many  as  five  features  on  a 
single  program. 
A  40  per  cent  increase  in  seating 

capacity  in  theatres   in  the  Buenos 
Aires  central  district,  which  at  the 
end  of  1939  totaled  34,000  seats,  is  in 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Decrees  for 

Local  Cases 

Griffith     and  Crescent 
Suits  Under  Scrutiny 

The  Department  of  Justice  will 
in  the-  near  future  move  to  de- 

termine whether  there  is  any  likeli- 
hood of  negotiating  consent  decree 

settlements  of  the  Nashville  and 

Oklahoma  City  anti-trust  suits,  ac- 
cording to  present  indications. 

While  the  Government  studies 
the  situation  to  determine  its 
course,  the  five  companies  which 
have  consented  to  the  New  York 
decree  will  remain  defendants  in 
these  local  actions. 

This  was  indicated  when  the 

companies'  counsel  were  ad- 
vised by  Washington  this  week 

that  the  time  for  all  defendants 
to  file  answers  to  Government 
interrogatories,  which  was  to 
expire  next  Monday,  will  be  ex- tended. 

The  time  for  answering  in  the 
Oklahoma  City  case  will  be  extended 
30  days  to  Jan.  2,  and  the  extension 
in  the  Nashville  case  will  be  for  60 
days  to  Feb.  2.  Presumably,  the  Gov- 

ernment will  first  determine  the  pos- 
sibilities of  obtaining  a  decree  in  the 

Oklahoma  City  suit  against  the  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co.,  and  will  follow 

with  a  similar  study  in  the  Nashville 
action  against  the  Crescent  circuit. 
The  Government's  other  pending 

action,  that  against  the  Schine  circuit (Continued  on  page  6) 

Pathe  Film  9-Month 

Net  Profit  $215,188 

Net  profit  of  $215,188  after  all 
charges  and  provision  for  Federal 
taxes  was  reported  yesterday  by  Pathe 
Film  Corp.  for  the  nine  months  ended 
Sept.  30  last. 
The  company's  sole  income  was  a 

dividend  of  $245,000  received  on  its 
3,500  shares  of  Dupont  Film  Manu- 

facturing Corp.  common  stock.  Ex- 
penses for  the  nine  months  amounted 

to  $17,706  and  taxes  amounted  to 

$12,104. Dupont  Film  Manufacturing  Corp. 
had  a  net  profit  after  all  charges  of 
$1,188,960  for  the  nine-month  period, 
as  compared  with  $1,244,229  for  the 
corresponding  1939  period.  According 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Personal  Mention  i 
Indiana  ATO  Hits 

Higher  Admissions 

Indianapolis,  Nov.  28. — Resolu- 
tions opposing  increased  admissions 

and  extended  playing  time  for  individ- 
ual pictures  and  characterizing  as  "un- 

fair" the  "practice  of  all  distributors 
in  refusing  to  make  available  Class  A 
product  to  theatres  during  the  pre- 
Christmas  and  Lenten  season,"  were 
adopted  by  Associated  Theatre  Own- 

ers of  Indiana  at  its  convention  here 
this  week. 
The  resolution  on  increased  admis- 

sions stated  that  the  practice  is  an 
"unwarranted  interference  with  the 
operation  of  theatres  and  injures  good 
will  by  destroying  that  consistency  in 
operation  policy  to  which  the  public 
is  accustomed." 
Maurice  Rubin,  former  president 

of  the  organization  and  chairman  of 
the  resolutions  committee,  said  the 
convention  also  had  pledged  support  to 
the  Allied  Information  Department 
and  "individually  resolved  to  cooper- 

ate with  Allied  in  its  program  of  gath- 
ering and  disseminating  information  to 

independent  exhibitors." 

Bergman  Will  Join 

20th-Fox  Monday 
Maurice  A.  Bergman  concludes  his 

association  with  Columbia  todav  after 
four  years  as  advertising  and  pub- 

licity director  for  the  company.  On 
Monday  he  will  assume  his  new  post 
at  20th  Century-Fox  as  advertising 
manager  under  Charles  E.  McCarthy, 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity. 

David  Lipton,  formerly  in  charge  of 
studio  publicity  for  Universal,  who 
will  succeed  Bergman,  is  now  famil- 

iarizing himself  with  Columbia  stu- 
dio affairs  on  the  Coast  and  is  sche- 

duled to  arrive  in  New  York  about 
Jan.  1  to  take  over  his  new  post. 

20th-Fox  Sets  Dividend 
The  board  of  directors  of  20th 

Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  yesterday  de- 
clared a  cash  dividend  of  371/-  cents 

per  share  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1940  .  on  the  outstanding  preferred 
stock,  payable  Dec.  27  to  stockholders 
of  record  Dec.  13. 

W.  B.  Re-signs  Blanke 
Hollywood,  Nov.  28.  —  Henry 

Blanke,  who  is  completing  his  13th 
year  with  Warners,  has  been  signed 
to  a  new  two-year  contract  as  asso- 

ciate producer. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street Hivoli  Theatre)  Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the  luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  In  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

MAURICE  SILVERSTONE, United  Artists  chief  executive, 

and  James  Mulvey,  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn's  Eastern  representative,  are 
scheduled  to  arrive  here  Monday  from 
the  Coast. 

David  Rose,  Paramount  managing 
director  for  England,  will  arrive  from 
Europe  today  on  the  Excambion.  The 
ship,  originally  scheduled  to  dock  yes- 

terday, was  delayed.  Rose  plans  to 
leave  for  the  Coast  tonight  to  spend 
a  month  with  his  family. 

Harold  Rome,  Ascap  representative 
in  Boston,  is  in  New  York  for  a  home 
office  visit. 

Ike  Libson  is  in  town  from  Cin- 
cinnati. 

• 

Rube  Jackter,  Columbia  assistant 
sales  manager,  arrived  from  the  Coast 
yesterday.  Abe  Montague  is  sched- uled to  return  Monday. 

• 

Julius  Lamm,  manager  of  Warn- 
ers' Uptown,  Cleveland,  and  Mrs. 

Lamm  have  announced  the  engage- 
ment of  their  daughter,  Theresa 

Frances,  to  Richard  J.  Bandler  of 
Cleveland  Heights. 

• 

Harry  Bryman,  M-G-M  manager 
in  Montevideo,  celebrates  a  birthday today. 

Blumberg  Leaves 

For  Coast  Today 

Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal  presi- 
dent, will  leave  for  the  Coast  today 

to  begin  preparations  for  the  com- 
pany's annual  production  conferences. 

J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Universal  board 
chairman ;  W.  A.  Scully,  vice-presi- 

dent and  general  sales  manager,  and 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  vice-president 
and  foreign  manager,  will  leave  here 
Dec.  13  to  join  in  the  studio  confer- 

ences with  Cliff  Work,  Matthew  Fox, 
Milton  Feld,  John  Joseph  and  other 
officials.  The  conferences  will  last  a 
week  or  10  days,  with  the  home  of- 

fice contingent  planning  to  be  back  in 
New  York  by  Christmas. 

Metro  Executives 

To  Chicago  Meeting 
T.  J.  Connors,  Howard  Dietz,  Ty- 

ree  Dillard  and  E.  K.  O'Shea  of 
M-G-M  will  leave  for  Chicago  today 
to  attend  the  company's  two-day  na- tional sales  meeting  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel  there,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

E.  W.  Aaron  and  Alan  F.  Cum- 
mings  left  for  Chicago  last  night  to 
attend  the  meeting.  All  M-G-M  dis- 

trict and  branch  managers  will  at- tend. 
William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 

manager,  will  preside  at  the  meeting, 
at  which  general  release  plans  for 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  be  de- 

termined, effects  of  the  consent  de- 
cree on  the  company's  sales  proce- 
dure will  be  studied  and  the  progress 

of  new  season's  selling  to  date  will 
reviewed.  Sales  plans  for  forthcom- 

ing product  also  will  be  discussed. 

Jane  Wyatt  in  'Kissed' Hollywood,  Nov.  28. — Jane  Wyatt 
has  been  signed  by  Warners  for  a 

leading  part  in  "She  Stayed  Kissed." 

AMBASSADOR     JOSEPH  P. 
KENNEDY  plans  to  leave  Mon- 
day for  Palm  Beach  where  he  will 

remain  for  the  Christmas  and  New 
Year  holidays  with  his  family. 

• 
Abe  Schneider,  Rube  Jackter, 

Harry  Bernstein  and  Arthur  Sil- 
verstone  lunching  at  Lindy's  (next to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday. 

• 
Harry  Gold,  J.  J.  Milstein,  Jack 

Goetz,  Kay  Kamen  and  Joseph 
Moskowitz  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.). 

• 
Ernest  Emerling,  Arthur  Lee, 

Hortense  Schorr,  Charles  Curran, 
I.  E.  Lopert,  William  Fitelson  and 
Bert  Mayer  at  the  Tavern  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

Joseph  Bernhard,  Stanton  Grif- 
fis,  Toby  Gruen,  Sam  Shain,  How- 

ard Dietz,  Lou  Weinberg,  Charles 
MacArthur,  Leon  Netter,  Ralph 
Austrian,  Tom  Connors,  Max  A. 
Cohen  and  Russel  Holman  lunch- 

ing at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the Astor  yesterday. 
• 

Fred  Schwartz,  Ted  O'Shea, 
Dave  Blum,  John  Golden,  Frederic 
Lonsdale,  Hy  Kraft,  Jerome  Cho- 
dorov,  Joseph  Fields,  John  D. 
Hertz,  Jr.,  Frank  Phelps,  Clayton 
Bond,  Jacob  Wilk,  Marcus  Heiman 
and  Otto  Preminger  at  Sardi's  yes- 

terday for  lunch. 

Anderson,  Industry 

Veteran,  Dies  Here 
Richard  V.  ("Dick")  Anderson,  an 

industry  veteran,  died  yesterday  in  his 
apartment  at  the  Claridge  Hotel  here 
following  an  illness  of  several  months. 
He  was  53  years  old  on  Wednesday. 
His  wife,  Ruth  Anderson,  survives him. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Anderson 
was  in  charge  of  physical  distribu- 

tion of  RKO  Pathe  News.  One  of  his 
earliest  positions  was  as  branch  man- 

ager and  booker  for  the  old  General 
Film  Co.  at  Atlanta.  He  later  became 
branch  manager  for  Pathe  there  and 
then  went  to  Charlotte  where  he  was 
branch  manager  for  Universal  and 
Pathe.  He  came  to  New  York  as 
sales  manager  of  International  News- 
reel,  then  became  Southern  district 
manager  for  Columbia.  In  1932  he 
became  head  of  the  Universal  news- 
reel  department  and  subsequently  re- 

signed to  join  RKO  Pathe  News. 
He  was  also  editor  of  the  Pathe 

Sun  and  of  Warners'  Carry  On,  both house  organs. 

Broidy  Dinner  Tuesday 
Boston,  Nov.  28. — The  farewell 

dinner  at  the  Copley-Plaza  Hotel  to 
be  tendered  Steve  Broidy,  New  Eng- 

land Monogram  sales  representative 
who  goes  to  the  Coast  in  mid-Decem- ber to  become  general  sales  manager, 
will  be  held  Tuesday  instead  of  Sat- 

urday, as  previously  reported. 

Cohen  Repub.  Producer 
Hollywood,  Nov.  28. — Albert  J. 

Cohen,  Republic  story  editor,  has  been 
appointed  a  producer  by  M.  J.  Siegel, 
studio  head.  Maurice  Hanline,  assist- 

ant   story    editor,    succeeds  Cohen. 

Ifs  Here  Again 
Paramount  News,  News  of 

the  Day  and  Movietone  News, 
in  their  weekend  issues,  offer 
their  All-American  football 
team  selections  for  1940,  in 
accordance  with  their  annual 
custom.  The  teams  are  chos- 

en by  the  sports  departments 
of  each  of  the  reels,  follow- 

ing the  study  of  many 
thousands  of  feet  of  newsreel 
film  of  major  football  games 
across  the  country. 
  

Newsreel 

Parade 

rjpHE  selections  of  All-American football  teams  by  three  of  the  five 
newsreels  are  the  highlights  of  the 

reel's  weekend  issues  for  the  multi- 
tude of  sports  fans  around  the  coun- 
try. Defense  preparations  on  land, 

sea  and  air  continue  to  capture  con- 
siderable newsreel  attention.  Contents 

of  the  new  issues : 

MOVIETONE,  NEWS,  No.  24— All-Ameri- can football  team  selection.  Blizzard  in 
Chicago.  New  navy  torpedo  boats  in  New 
York.  Coast  artillery  sails  for  Alaska.  U. 
S.  fire  officials  observe  fire-fighting  methods 
in  England.  Film  studios  in  England  op- 

erate despite  the  war.  Hitch-hiking  in  Eng- land. Fashions. 

NEWS   OF   THE   DAY,    No.  222— War 
sidelights  in  London.  Draftees  increase 
here.  Topedo  boat  squadron  in  New  York. 
Fashions.     All-American  football  selection. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  27— Coast 
artillery  leaves  for  Alaska.  Miami  press 
agents  herald  the  season.  Labor  situation 
crucial  with  strike  at  Vultee  plant.  Para- 

mount News  presents  All-American  team. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  27— Japs  bomb 

Chinese  points.  New  U.  S.  mosquito  boat 
joins  Navy.  Hunt  the  end  of  Virginia  cav- ern. Anti-aircraft  troops  leave  for  Alaska. 
Florida  railroad  brings  school  to  ranchers. 
National  basketball  champions  win  opening 
game.  Gridiron  Giants  beat  Washington 
Redskins. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  932— 

Rush  U.  S.  troops  to  Alaska.  Ski  troops 
train  on  Mt.  Ranier.  Two  destroyers 
launched  at  Kearny,  N.  J.  Navy  tests 
mosquito  boats.  Screen  stars  in  Coast 
Xmas  parade.  New  York  police  and  fire- 

men play  Santa.  Basketball  champions 
start  with  a  victory.  New  York  Football 
Giants  beat  Washington  Redskins. 
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Frisco  Gives 

'Dictator'  Big 

$24,000  Draw 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  28. — Business 
hit  high  gear  with  "The  Great  Dic- 

tator," grossing  $24,000  in  the  first 
week  at  the  United  Artists,  and  "Li'l 
Abner,"  aided  by  Orrin  Tucker  and 
Bonnie  Baker  on  stage,  taking  in  $19,- 
000  at  the  Golden  Gate. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  19-22: 

"Li'l  Abner"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN   GATE— (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Stage:    Vaudeville.    Gross:  $19,000. 
(Average,  $15,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
FOX — (5,000)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $16,800.    (Average,  $16,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Bloridie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (2,440)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $7,800.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average, 
$11,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS — (1,200)   (75c -$1.10)  7 

days.    Gross:  $24,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 
"Ihe  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,200.  (Average, 
$6,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $16,500.  (Average, 

$12,000) 
"Madam  Satan"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$800.    (Average,  $1,000) 

'Zorro'  St.  Louis 

Best  With  $5,400 

St.  Louis,  Nov.  28.— "The  Mark  of 
Zorro,"  dualed  with  "Too  Many 
Girls,"  at  the  Missouri  in  the  second 
week,  attracted  $5,400.  "Charter  Pi- 

lot" and  "Friendly  Neighbors"  took 
$3,200  at  the  St.  Louis. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  20: 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
AMBASSADOR  —  (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 

7  days.   Gross:  $10,500.    (Average,  $11,500) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
LOEWS  STATE— (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 

7  days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
FOX— (5,038)    (28c-39c-44c-56c)    7  days. Johnny  Perkins  and  six  acts  of  vaudeville 

on  stage.    Gross:  $9,500.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
MISSOURI  —  (3,514)  (28e-39c-44c-56c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,400.  (Average, $4,000) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
"Friendly  Neighbors"  (Rep.) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,200.    (Average.  $2,600) 

Six-Week  Mexican 
Theatre  Strike  Ends 
_  Mexico  City,  Nov.  28. — Interven- 

tion of  Agustin  Arroyo,  chief  of  the 
Federal  Labor  Department,  ended  the 
six-week  strike  against  the  Cervantes 
Circuit  of  five  subsequent  run  houses 
here.  The  exhibitors  gave  in  to  most 
of  the  demands  for  higher  pay  and other  concessions. 
The  National  Cinematographic 

Workers'  Union  sent  Arroyo  a  tele- gram congratulating  him  upon  his efforts  in  behalf  of  the  strikers  and 
in  ending  the  strike. 

Hollywood  Review 

"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis" 
(M-G-M) 

Hollywood,  Nov.  28. — M-G-M's  "Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  delves  into 
the  gruesome  aspects  of  epilepsy,  which  for  a  time  threatens  to  shatter 
the  tuture  happiness  of  the  young  physician  and  his  fiancee.  With  Lew 
Ayres,  Laraine  Day  and  Lionel  Barrymore  again  portraying  their 
familiar  roles,  the  him  has  as  its  plot  the  events  leading  up  to  and 

lollowing  Dr.  Kildare's  diagnosis  of  his  fiancee's  brother  as  an  epileptic. 
A  lengtny  dissertation  on  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  both  mentally 
and  physically,  its  hereditary  nature  and  possible  cures,  are  included 
in  the  dialogue. 

Robert  Young,  listed  as  "guest  star"  in  the  film,  plays  the  role  of  the 
brother.  Other  cast  regulars  seen  are:  Nat  Pendleton,  Walter  Kings- 
rord,  Alma  Kruger,  Nell  Craig,  Frank  Orth,  Marie  Blake  and  Horace 
MacMahon. 
Harry  Ruskin  and  Willis  Goldbeck  wrote  the  screenplay  from  an 

original  story  by  Goldbeck  and  Max  Brand,  the  latter  having  created 
the  characters.  Harold  S.  Bucquet,  who  directed  all  previous  films 
in  the  series,  guided  this. 

Running  time,  70  minutes.    "G."  *  Vance  King 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Honor  Dave  Miller 

At  Cleveland  Dinner 
Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  man- 

ager at  Cleveland,  will  be  honored  at 
a  testimonial  dinner  to  be  given  at 
the  Hollenden  Hotel,  Cleveland,  to- 

morrow night,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
^,0th  anniversary  with  Universal. 

In  addition  to  numerous  exhibitors 
and  sales  officials  of  the  Ohio  and 
vVestern  Pennsylvania  territory,  Uni- 

versal home  office  executives  will 
attend  the  dinner.  Among  them  will 
oe  W.  A.  Scully,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  now  in  De- 

troit ;  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  and 
jouthern  sales  manager,  who  is  re- 

turning from  Dallas ;  Bernie  Kreisler, 
jhort  subjects  sales  manager,  and  T. 
J.  Murray,  manager  of  exchange  op- erations. 

Ampa  Hears  Talk 
On  Sales  Methods 

The  application  of  the  principles  of 
showmanship  to  the  selling  of  various 
commercial  products  as  well  as  motion 
pictures,  was  outlined  to  a  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  Ampa  at  the  Hotel  Edi- 

son yesterday  by  Zenn  Kaufman,  au- 
thor of  several  books  on  sales  promo- 

tion and  a  specialist  in  the  field.  Kauf- 
man cited  the  several  factors  which 

go  to  make  up  good  sales  promotion, 
applicable  to  the  selling  of  films.  Pa- 

tricia Carroll,  vocalist,  sang  two  num- bers. 

Leon  Bamberger,  president  of  Am- 
pa, who  presided,  announced  the  ap- 

pointment of  an  attendance  committee, 
neaded  by  Vincent  Trotta,  and  the  ap- 

pointment of  Martin  Starr  as  chair- 
man of  the  publicity  committee. 

Hayman  Foresees  Chaos 

Resulting  from  Decree 

By  JAMES  F.  SCHRADER 
Buffalo,  Nov.  28. — In  a  statement 

addressed  to  Federal  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard,  A.  C.  Hayman,  managing 
director  of  the  Lafayette  Theatre  here 
and  president  of  the  M.  P'.  T.  O.  of 
vVestern  New  York,  Inc.,  today  de- 

clared that  if  the  consent  decree  is 
promulgated,  chaos,  bitterness  and 
controversy  will  result,  with  strangu- 

lation of  the  independent  theatre  op- 
erator. 

Genesis  of  the  decree  was  described 

by  Hayman  as  one  of  the  "most astounding  betrayal  stories  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  amusement  business."  He 

asserted  the  anti-trust  suit  was  con- 
ceived as  a  means  to  break  an  alleged 

monopoly,  outlaw  alleged  abuses,  force 
the  divorce  of  the  major  film  pro- 
rucers  from  theatre  operation. 

The  statement  said  in  part: 
"Now,  instead  of  punishing  the  pro- 

ducer-distributors for  their  alleged 
illegal  acts,  the  Government  proposes 
to  turn  the  entire  industry  over  to 
them,  a  proposal  which  will  sound  the 
death  knell  of  the  independent  exhibi- tor. 

"The  decree  gives  producer-distrib- 

utors practically  the  unrestricted  right 
to  auction  off  blocks  of  five  pictures 
at  a  time,  all  of  these  at  his  own  se- 

lection, providing  only  that  he  must 
give  the  exhibitor  the  opportunity  pub- 

licly to  view  them  previous  to  sale. 
In  practice  the  exhibitor  is  given  the 
alternative  of  paying  the  price  de- 

manded for  all  five,  regardless  of 
their  merit,  or  of  closing  his  theatre 
through  inability  to  procure  film 

product." 

Hayman  said  producer-distributors, 
acting  in  unison,  were  in  a  position  to 
engage  the  ablest  legal  talent  immedi- 

ately after  the  anti-trust  suit  was started  two  years  ago. 
"  With  the  assistance  of  a  few  self- 

styled  exhibitor  leaders,  none  of  whom 
had  a  dollar  of  invested  capital  at 
stake,"  he  said,  "the  producer-distrib- 

utors were  able  to  defeat  the  inten- 
tion of  the  suit.  After  nearly  two 

years  of  litigation  the  Government 
found  itself  in  a  situation  in  which 
its  original  purpose  had  been  lost 
sight  of.  A  consent  decree  then  was 
proposed,  to  which  the  producer- distributors  may  well  be  happy  to 

agree." 

See  Mexican  Ban 
On  Nazi  Newsreel 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  28.— Ten 
of  UFA's  newsreels,  depicting 
the  Nazi  side  of  the  war,  have 
arrived  here.  But  because  of 
the  ban  the  powerful  Confed- 

eration of  Mexican  Workers, 
foe  of  Nazism  and  Fascism, 
has  exercised  on  all  German 
films,  a  poor  reception  is  ex- 

pected for  the  reels. 

Allen  Is  Cincinnati 

Variety  Club  Head 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  28. — John  M. 

Allen,  M-G-M  city  salesman,  has  been 
elected  chief  barker  of  the  local  Va- 

riety Club,  succeeding  Arthur  Fru- 
denfeld,  who  has  occupied  the  chair 
for  two  years.  William  Onie  and  Wil- 

liam Koegel  were  named  first  and  sec- 
ond assistants,  respectively.  Saul  M. 

Greenberg  was  reelected  property 
master,  and  Ralph  Kinsler,  dough 

guy- 

New  canvassmen  are:  Peter  Ni- 
land,  William  Devaney,  James  J. 
Grady,  Nathan  Kaplan,  Andrew  Nie- 
denthal  and  F.  W.  Hass.  Also  serv- 

ing will  be  Frudenfeld,  Joseph  J. 
Oulahan  and  Harry  Wessel,  past 
chief  barkers,  in  addition  to  the  new 
officers.  Allan  S.  Moritz  was  re- 

elected national  committeeman,  and 
Noah  Schecter  was  apointed  to  the 
national  convention  committee.  Fruden- 

feld and  Kinsler  will  be  delegates  to 
the  national  convention  in  Atlantic 
City  next  April,  with  Allen  and  De- 
vanney,  alternates. 
The  installation  dinner  will  be  held 

Dec.  2,  in  the  club's  quarters. 

'Argentine'  Scores 

$14,500,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Nov.  28. — "Down  Ar- 

gentine Way"  grossed  $14,500  at  the 
RKO  Palace  with  Woody  Herman's 
orchestra  on  the  stage.  "The  Great 
Dictator"  took  $10,500  in  the  third 
week  at  Loew's  Stillman. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  21 : "Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 

ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd 
week.    Gross:  $2,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Aver- age, $11,000) 
"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) "Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
LAKE— (900)    (28c-40c)   7  days.  Gross: $1,300.    (Average,  $1,500) 

"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO      PALACE-(3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

Woody    Herman's    orchestra   on    stage,  7 days.     Gross:  $14,500.      (Average,  $13,500) 
Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  STATE-(3,500)  (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.    Gross:  $10,500.     (Average,  $11,000) "Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (75c-$1.10) 

7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Aver- age, $4,000) 

Xmas  Party  Tomorrow 
Des  Moines,  Nov.  28.— Tri-States 

Theatres  plan  to  open  both  the  Para- 
mount and  Des  Moines  Theatres  this 

Saturday  morning  when  they  stage 
their  annual  children's  Christmas 
party  in  cooperation  with  Younker 
Brothers  Department  Store  toyland. 

Maureen  O' Sullivan  Here 
Maureen  O'Sullivan  flew  in  from 

Hollywood  yesterday  en  route  to 
Canada  where  she  will  visit  her 
husband,  John  Farrow,  an  officer  in the  Canadian  Navy. 
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U.S.  Studies 

Decrees  for 

Local  Cases 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
in   Buffalo   Federal   court,  probably 
will  be  taken  up  last. 

While  the  study  of  consent  decree 

possibilities  in  the  Nashville  and  Okla- 
home  City  suits  is  being  made,  those 
actions  will  remain  in  status  quo.  If 
the  study  reveals  that  a  decree  is 

not  possible,  the  five  consenting  com- 
panies in  the  New  York  suit  would  be 

dropped  as  defendants  and  an  amended 
complaint  against  the  circuits  and  Col- 

umbia, Universal  and  United  Artists, 
the  non-consenting  companies,  would 
be  filed. 

However,  if  a  decree  does  result  in 

any  of  the  Government's  regional  suits it  would  have  the  effect  of  ending 
the  action  completely,  since,  with  the 
regional  circuit  eliminated  from  the 
suit  the  Government  would  be  with- 

out a  cause  of  action  against  the  three 
non-consenting  companies. 

NBC  Sees  Network  Need 

To  Meet  Television  Cost 

Mexico  City  Weighs 

PriceRise  Complaint 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  28.— The  Mu- 
nicipal Government  is  investigating 

complaints  of  the  public  and  Govern- 
ment workers  that  subsequent  run  ex- 

hibitors here  are  profiteering  at  their 
Sunday  shows.  The  Government  an- nounces that  it  intends  to  curb  this 
alleged  profiteering  under  which  prices 
are  raised  from  10  cents  week  days 
and  12  cents  Sundays  to  16  and  20 
cents  respectively  for  shows  featuring 
the  better  class  second  run  films. 
The  complainants  assert  that  there 

is  no  reason  for  this  boost  because 
the  dollar  is  of  less  value  in  Mexico 
now,  currently  4.85  pesos  as  compared 
with  5.96  last  June,  and  that  the  dis- 

tributors have  not  raised  their  rates. 
Neither  has  there  been  an  increase  in 
theatre  or  other  film  industry  taxes, 
and  these  exhibitors  have  made  no 
improvements  in  their  equipment  or 
services. 

Local  first  run  theatres  maintain 
the  same  price  at  all  times,  from  30 
to  40  cents. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

in  Washington  and  a  Philadel- 
phia location  is  being  sought, 

he  said. 
Meanwhile,  the  New  York  outlet, 

W2XBS,  is  concentrating  its  efforts 
on  technical  phases  rather  than  pro- 

gram development,  Mullen  said.  He 
pointed  out  that  while  there  was  much 
to  learn  about  programs,  the  primary 
interest  now  was  the  fixing  of  stand- 

ards. Such  telecasts  as  are  now  being 
made  may  be  entertaining,  he  declared, 
but  NBC's  interest  in  them  is  from 
the  technical  viewpoint.  "Everyone 
is  interested  in  programs,  but  we  can't be  intelligent  about  programs  until 
we  settle  the  technical  side,"  he  de- clared. 

Alfred  H.  Morton,  NBC  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  television,  declared 

that  NBC  would  continue  with  its 
television  development  program  even 
if  the  FCC  does  not  grant  approval 
for  commercial  operation  or  set  stand- ards. 

Officials  present  at  the  conference 
indicated  that  two  major  problems 
face  television  expansion  in  the  imme- 

diate future.  The  first  is  the  need 
for  the  fixing  of  standards  and  the 
second  is  the  general  economic  situa- 

tion. It  was  pointed  out  that  radio 
would  be  counted  upon  to  meet  the 
manufacturing  problem  in  the  national 
defense  program.  With  such  increased 
demands,  it  may  be  difficult  to  launch 
a  new  industry. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  same  pro- 
gram, television  research  will  be  ex- 
pected to  continue  for  possible  mili- 

tary purposes.  Just  as  after  the  last 
war,  radio  emerged  sufficiently  ad- 

vanced technically  to  launch  itself  as 
a  major  industry,  there  is  a  possibility 
that  television  mav  be  advanced  dur- 

Nazi  Protests  Halt 

'Pastor'  in  Mexico 
Mexico  City,  Nov.  28. — Protests 

by  German  interests  here  against  the 
showing  of  "The  Martyr,"  English film  released  in  the  United  States 
under  the  title,  "Pastor  Hall,"  has caused  the  withdrawal  of  the  picture 
from  the  Palacio  Chino,  two  days  be- 

fore its  scheduled  run  ended. 

Schines  Building 

House  in  Norwalk 

Norwalk,  O.,  Nov.  28.- — Ground 
has  been  broken  for  a  new  1,300-seat 
theatre,  to  be  erected  by  the  Schine 
Circuit  in  a  prominent  location  in  the 
downtown  business  sector,  at  an  esti- 

mated cost  of  $100,000.  Schines  domi- 
nate this  situation  through  operation 

of  the  Forum  and  Moose,  the  only  two 
houses  here. 

ing  defense  research,  it  was  said. 
Should  the  defense  program  relax  in 
the  future,  television  would  be  an  ideal 
industry  to  pick  up  the  slackened manufacturing  pace. 

Questioned   directly,  Mullen 
said  that  the  defense  program 
requirements  would  not  cause 
NBC  to  abandon  television.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  network 
is  currently  spending  $500,000 
annually  on  the  new  medium. 
Morton  said  that  NBC  was  experi- 

menting with  color  but  indicated  that 
that  was  a  development  for  the  future. 
Experiments  on  color  include  single 
band  transmission  with  a  mechanical 
device  for  separating  colors. 
While  stating  that  estimates  of 

television's  immediate  future  were 
speculation,  he  said  that  there  would 
be  a  "marked  impetus"  if  the  FCC  ap- 

proved standards  and  the  needs  of  the 
defense  program  did  not  interfere. 
Given  both  eventualities,  Morton  said 
he  believed  there  would  be  about  21- 
35  hours  of  program  service  weekly 
from  the  four  New  York  stations  com- 

bined by  the  end  of  1941. 
He  said  that  he  hoped  the  four  sta- 

tions would  stagger  their  programs  to 
spread  them  over  as  great  a  period  as 
possible.  Morton  expressed  complete 
confidence  in  television  as  an  advertis- 

ing medium  and  said  he  did  not  fore- 
see any  difficulty  in  obtaining  spon- sors. 

NBC  devoted  20  of  last  week's  34 
hours  on  the  air  to  testing  for  the  Na- 

tional Television  Systems  Committee, 
including  FM,  polarization  and  syn- 

chronization, and  such  tests  are  now 
completed.  NBC  will  continue  on  its 
present  sporadic  schedule  until  at  least 
Jan.  27,  when  the  FCC  meets  with the  NT  SC. 

N.  W.  Allied 

In  Drive  to 

Boost  Gross 

Toronto  Circuit  Net 

Profit  Hits  $94,508 
Toronto,  Nov.  28. — Improvement  in 

net  operating  profit  was  shown  in  the 
annual  report  of  Marcus  Loew's  The- atres, Ltd.,  Toronto,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Aug.  28  last,  but  higher 
taxation  reduced  the  income  appre- 

ciably. Net  profit  was  $94,508.  The 

company's  properties  are  Loew's  The- atre in  downtown  Toronto  and  the 
Uptown  Theatre,  leased  to  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  During  the 
past  year  preference  dividends  total- 

ing 14  per  cent  were  paid  to  share- 
holders, covering  arrears  up  to  Dec. 

31,  1938.  Notice  has  been  given  of  a 
3^  per  cent  dividend  on  the  arrears 
of  the  preferred  shares,  to  be  paid 
Dec.  21  to  shareholders  of  record 
Dec.  7. 

Loew's  London  Theatres,  Ltd.,  op- 
erating Loew's  Theatre  at  London, 

Ont.,  showed  revenue  for  the  year  of 
$159,186,  compared  with  $148,266  for 
the  previous  12  months,  and  net  oper- 

ating profit  was  reported  as  $28,872, 
but,  after  taxation  and  other  charges, 
the  net  was  shown  at  $7,707,  compared 
with  $11,815  a  year  ago. 

Takes  Missouri  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Nov.  28. — Charles 

Weeks  has  taken  over  the  Dexter 
Theatre  at  Dexter,  Mo.,  and  is  redec- 

orating it. 

To  Quiz  'W  Officials 

In  Posen's  Action N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Charles  B.  McLaughlin  yesterday  or- 

dered examination  before  trial  of  10 
officers  and  directors  of  Universal 
Pictures  and  four  other  companies  in 

connection  with  the  director's  suit  of 
Samuel  I.  Posen  against  Universal, 
its  officers  and  directors,  and  a  num- 

ber of  other  company  defendants. 
The  decision  ordered  the  testimony 

of  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  George  N. 
Armsby,  Daniel  C.  Collins,  Preston 
Davie,  Paul  G.  Brown,  Ottavio 
Prochet,  Budd  Rogers,  Samuel 
Spring,  Willis  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,  and 
Robert  H.  Cochrane.  Universal  Corp., 
Big  "U"  Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  Stand- 

ard Capital  Co.  and  Universal  Pic- 
tures also  are  required  to  appear 

through  officers.  The  court  ordered 
the  examinations  to  be  held  on  sep: 
arate  dates.  The  suit  charges  the  de- 

fendants with  conspiring  to  dissipate 
Universal's  assets. 

Two  Stories  to  Metro 

M-G-M  has  acquired  the  film  rights 
to  "Doctors  on  Horseback,"  book  by 
James  Thomas  Flexner,  and  "The 
Enchanted  City,"  original  by  Peter 

Quinn. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

of  Northwest  Allied' s  major  objec- 
tives during  the  new  season. 

"While  Northwest  Allied  does  not  , 
intend  to  minimize  or  let  up  on  its 
campaign  for  more  equitable  rental 
terms,  better  product  and  the  cor- 

rection of  other  exhibitor  complaints," Fred  Strom,  executive  secretary  of  the 
organization,  said,  "it  definitely  recog- 

nizes that  the  greatest  exhibitor  prob- 
lem today  is  the  recapturing  of  the 

public's  interest  in  the  film  theatre. 
"The  keenest  competition  for  the 

public's  entertainment  dollar  is  being 
waged  by  many  more  forms  of  amuse- ments and  diversions  today  than  ever 
before,  and  exhibitors  must  face  that 
competition  bv  putting  forth  greater 
efforts  themselves.  Night  clubs,  cafes, 

roadhouses,  night  baseball  and  foot- 
ball, hockey  and  ice  shows,  basketball 

tournaments,  bowling  alleys,  this  and 
that  kind  of  a  carnival,  festival  or 
convention,  have  all  cut  deep  inroads 

into  theatre  attendance  and  income," Strom  pointed  out. 

See  Argentine  Trade 

Improving  Relations (Continued  from  page  1) 

prospect  for  1941  as  a  result  of  a 
new  municipal  by-law  relaxing  the limitations  on  the  number  of  seats 
permissible  in  each  theatre.  This  is 
expected  to  add  6,000  seats  and  10,- 
200  more  seats  will  result  from  con- 

struction of  eight  new  theatres  in  the 
district  in  the  near  future. 
The  new  houses  are:  Normandie, 

1,500 ;  Sarmiento,  1,300 ;  Trocadero, 
1,600;  Mundial,  550;  Cineac,  550;  un- 

named Coll,  Di  Fiore  &  Gatti  house, 
2,500;  new  house  to  be  built  by  F. 
Reich,  1,600,  and  one  to  be  built  by A.  Roca,  600. 

Pat  he  Film  9-Month 
Net  Profit  $215,188 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

to  K.  M.  Young,  Pathe  president,  the 
portion  of  the  Dupont  earnings  which 
accrued  to  his  company's  35  per  cent common  stock  interest  in  Dupont 
amounted  to  $416,136,  as  compared 
with  $435,000  for  the  1939  period.  Of 
these  earnings,  he  states,  $171,136 
were  undistributed  in  1940  and  $190,- 
000  in  1939.  The  undistributed 

amounts  are  not  reflected  in  Pathe's 
present  statement. 

City  Gives  Lease 
On  Ashland  House 

Ashland,  O.,  Nov.  28.— The  City 
Council  has  awarded  a  25-year  lease 
at  $11,200  a  year  to  Belik  Theatre 
Corp.  of  Cleveland,  for  a  theatre  in 
the  proposed  new  Municipal  Building, 
which  will  be  financed  by  a  $230,000 
bond  issue  approved  by  the  voters  at 
the  recent  election.  The  council  re- 

jected a  bid  of  $303,000  for  the  25- 
year  term,  submitted  by  the  Ohio 
Amusement  and  Vending  Co.,  Cleve- 

land, which  was  the  highest  received. 
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GINGER  ROGERS  brings  to  life  Christopher 

Morleyfs  amazing  best  seller,  Kitty  Foyle,the 

most  intimate  novel  about  a  woman  ever  written 

by  a  man.  It's  a  truthful  confession  from  a 

WHITE-COLLAR  GIRL  whose  confessions  are  worth 

hearing.  Itfs  Kitty  Foyle,  emotionally  undress- 

ed, trying  to  explain  herself  to  herself...  A 

comedy  with  heartbreak;  a  tragedy  with  laughs... 

The  Natural  History  of  a  Woman...  It's  a  picture 

no  man  should  miss,  no  woman  can  forget. 

INGER  ROGERS 

In  the  First  Great  Romance  of  the  White  Collar  Girl 

"KITTY  FOYLE" 

Christopher  Morley's  Natural  History  of  a  Woman 

With 

DENNIS  MORGAN. JAMES  CRAIG 

Eduardo  Ciannelli  •  Ernest  Cossart  •  Gladys  Cooper 

Directed  by  SAM  WOOD 

Who  Modi  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  " 
RKO  RADIO  PICTURE 

&  K  O 

RADIO 

Produced  by  David  Hempstead  ■  Harry  E.  Edington,  Executive  Producer 
Screen  Play  by  Da/ton  Trumbo.  Additional  Dialogue  by  Donald  Ogden  Stewart 

\ 



LITHO 

With  indications  that  it  will  >e 

one  of  the  screen's  all-time  ot- 

standing  pictures,  "Citizen  Kaii" has  but  a  short  time  more  bef  :e 

the  cameras.  The  word  aroud 

the  RKO  Radio  studios  is  tm. 

it's  one  of  the  biggest  of  the  If. 

Early  release  is  planned,  asis 

the  case  also  with  the  Alfsd 

Hitchcock-directed  "Mr.  and  M 

Smith,"  starring  Carole  Lomb] 
and  Robert  Montgomery. 



Friday,  November  29,  1940 Motion  Picture  Daily u 

Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Cuckoo  Cavaliers" 
(Columbia) 
The  Three  Stooges  continue  their 

zany  screen  exploits  as  operators  of  a 
beauty  salon  in  Mexico  and  that  set- 

ting gives  them  ideal  opportunity  to 
clown  in  their  inimitable  slapstick 
style.  The  first  three  customers  be- 

come completely  devoid  of  hair  and 
so  the  "beauticians"  are  run  out  of 
town.  This  is  better  than  average  for 
the  trio.   Running  time,  17  mins. 

"Sojourn  in  Havana" (Columbia) 
This  is  a  thorough  study  of  Havana 

in  which  the  two  main  sections  of  the 
city  are  contrasted,  one  the  scene  of 
ancient  structures  and  the  other  all 
modern.  The  short  is  interesting. 
Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Wise  Owl" 
(Columbia) 
A  Color  Rhapsody,  this  cartoon  has 

such  splendid  color  as  to  compensate 
for  a  weak  story.  The  characters  are 
an  owl  in  search  of  food  and  a  group 
of  bats  having  a  jam  session.  Running 
time,  7  mins. 

"Screen  Snapshots,  No.  3" (Columbia) 
Ken  Murray  provides  a  laugh  as 

master  of  ceremonies  on  this  tour  of 
Hollywood.  Dozens  of  screen  stars 
are  seen  out  of  character,  particularly 
at  a  baseball  game  between  the  lead- 

ing men  and  the  comedians.  Enter- 
taining material  for  film  fans.  Running 

time,  9  mins. 

"Blondes  and  Blunders" 
(Columbia) 
Walter  Catlett,  Marion  Martin, 

Ann  Doran,  Dick  Fiske  and  Bud 
Jamison  are  the  principal  players  and 
Del  Lord  directed  this  comedy  of  mar- 

ital difficulties.  Catlett  unwittingly 
carries  jewels  for  Miss  Martin,  who 
is  smuggling  them  into  the  country. 
Catlett's  wife  becomes  suspicious  and 
some  amusing  complications  follow. 
Running  time,  16  mins. 

"Hunting  Wild  Deer" (Columbia) 
The  title  sport  is  pictured  on  Sea 

Island,  off  the  coast  of  Georgia,  with 
Mrs.  Andre  De  La  Varre,  wife  of 
the  producer  of  the  short,  toting  the 
rifle.  The  fundamentals  of  the  sport 
are  well  illustrated  in  an  interesting 
subject.    Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Take  It  or  Leave  IF (Columbia) 
The  radio  quiz  program  conducted 

by  Bob  Hawk  makes  for  an  amusing 
screen  novelty.  Hawk  questions  five 
contestants  before  the  radio  studio  au- 

dience and  each  receives  a  sum  of 
money  for  each  correct  answer.  The 
exploitation  possibilities  of  the  sub- 

ject are  obvious.  Running  time,  10 
mins. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  Due 
Jeanette  MacDonald,  M-G-M  star, 

is  due  here  Sunday  and  will  give  the 
last  recital  in  her  current  concert  tour 
at  the  Westchester  Community  Center 
in  White  Pains,  N.  Y.,  on  Tuesday. 

Critics9  Quotes 

"TIN  PAN  ALLEY"  (20th  Century-Fox) 
A  bang-up,  knockout  swirl  of  entertainment,  careening  lustily  along  on  the 

legends  that  the  old  songs  were  best  and  vaudeville  was  pretty  darn  good  too 
.  .  .  produced  with  sure  showmanship. — Cecelia  Ager,  PM  (New  York). 

In  the  hit  class  among  screen  musicals  .  .  .  the  old  songs  are  likely  to  become 
hits  again  because  of  the  film. — William  Boehnel,  New  York  World-Telegram. 

The  picture  is  a  standard  20th  Century-Fox  product,  fast-moving,  routinely 
cut  for  laughs  and  pathos,  devoid  of  surprises  and  delivering  the  goods  as 
specified. — Archer  Winsten,  New  York  Post. 
A  bright,  lavish  musical  which  steps  along  at  a  good  pace.  Quite  enjoyable, 

old  fellow,  quite. — Norman  Clark,  Baltimore  News  Post. 
Offers  many  of  the  essentials  of  a  good  show,  and  from  the  attitude  of  the 

audience  which  attended  the  premiere  it  is  likely  that  it  will  have  a  profitable 
engagement. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

"THE  LETTER"  (Warners) 

The  Warner  Brothers  remake  is  the  most  effective  of  the  story's  incarna- 
tions. The  current  adaptation  is  strong  stuff,  intelligently  presented,  and 

geared  to  wreak  teary  havoc  among  the  feminine  moviegoers ;  in  addition,  it 
offers  Bette  Davis  in  top  form  in  a  made-to-order  role. — Newsweek. 

Director  William  Wyler  has  packed  the  picture  with  atmosphere  .  .  .  the 
bows  may  well  go  to  Cameraman  Tony  Gaudio. — Time. 

Bette  Davis'  most  admirable  work  .  .  .  William  Wyler's  direction  and  the 
work  of  the  whole  supporting  cast  are  right  out  of  the  top  drawer. — Norman 
Clark,  Baltimore  News  Post. 
A  magnificent  production  which  Warner  Brothers  studio  have  given  the 

story  and  Miss  Davis  plays  the  part  with  all  the  skill,  artistry  and  restraint 
for  which  her  characterizations  have  been  noted. — Boston  Globe. 

Bette  Davis  gives  a  characteristically  excellent  performance  ...  a  superior 
photoplay  .  .  .  grim,  dreadfully  grim,  but  it  is  also  compellingly  dramatic. — 
Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"LITTLE  NELLY  KELLY"  (M-G-M) 
Bothering  little  about  story  logic  or  proper  casting,  the  movie  spins  a  yarn 

whose  main  purpose  is  to  give  Judy  Garland  an  opportunity  to  sing,  dance, 
emote  and  dress  up. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

Full  of  nice  songs  and  well  received  by  the  audience. — Laura  Lee,  Phila- 
delphia Bulletin. 

The  affair  is  a  darlin'  collaboration,  amusing,  melodious,  not  making  much 
sense,  but  offering  much  fun. — Henry  T.  Mwdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

"YOU'LL  FIND  OUT"  (RKO) 

If  you  like  to  be  kidded,  we  advise  you  not  to  miss  this  one.  You'll  find 
out  what  fun  is. — Dorothy  Arden,  Chicago  Daily  Times. 

Chills  and  chuckles  combine  in  the  most  deliciously  funny  show  of  many 
a  moon  ...  a  hilarious  hodge-podge  of  music  and  mystery. — Chicago  Herald American. 

As  engaging  and  amusing  as  "That's  Right,  You're  Wrong"  ...  all  in fun  .  .  .  RKO  hit  on  an  excellent  idea  in  spotting  the  band  in  a  burlesque 
on  the  chiller-thriller  type  of  picture. — Donald  Kirkley,  Baltimore  Sun. 

Plans  Cooperative 

Purchase  for  Union 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  28. — Coopera- 

tive purchasing  for  the  2,700  members 
of  the  musicians'  local  here  which  will 
bring  not  only  reduced  prices  but  in- 

creased employment  for  members  has 
been  proposed  by  Charles  J.  McCon- 
nell,  music  contractor  for  Warner  the- 

atres here  and  candidate  for  the  local's 
presidency. 
The  "McConnell  Plan"  calls  for 

contracting  with  business  and  amuse- 
ment firms  for  quantity  discounts  on 

the  basis  that  members  will  buy  from 
them  exclusively.  Half  of  the  dis- 

count would  have  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  by  the  firm  for  advertising  which 
requires  the  use  of  musicians. 

Loew  Men  Shifted 

S.  H.  Meinhold  of  Loew's  has  made 
the  following  promotions  and  trans- 

fers in  the  New  York  Loew  circuit : 

Clyde  Fuller,  assistant  at  Loew's  Va- lencia, becomes  manager  of  the  Ori- 
ental, replacing  Joseph  Rubenfeld,  de- 

ceased. Harvey  Everett,  Astoria, 
moves  to  Loew's  Palace. 

Resumes  Stage  Policy 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  28.— The  2, ISO- 
seat  RKO  Shubert,  which  last  season 
played  a  combination  policy  of  stage 
shows  and  pictures,  but  which  so  far 
this  year  has  been  used  as  a  moveover 
house  for  pictures,  will  resume  its 
stage  show  policy  Dec.  27. 

Film  Fans  Break  Theatre  Strike 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  28. 
RAILROADERS  of  Coatzcoalcos,  the  Gulf  port  of  Vera  Cruz  state 

and  northern  terminal  of  the  railroad  being  built  by  the  Federal 
Government,  have  demonstrated  that  they  are  ardent  film  fans.  These 
railroad  men,  by  moral  persuasion,  ended  a  strike  against  the  only 
house  in  the  town,  the  Cine  Ideal  and  contributed  cash  for  modernizing 
the  theatre.  In  gratitude,  the  exhibitor  has  given  all  the  men  and  their 
families  passes.  But  there  are  still  enough  others  in  the  oil  town  to 
make  running  the  theatre  a  paying  proposition. 

Showmanship 

Flashes   .   .  . 

Carrier  Pigeon  Flight 

Is  Employed  on  'Reuters' San  Francisco,  Nov.  28. — A  stunt 
that  rated  news  space  and  pictures  in 
all  four  local  papers  was  staged  by  the 

Warfield  for  the  showing  of  "A  Dis- 
patch from  Reuters."  The  theatre  ar- ranged to  have  Mayor  Fletcher  Bow- 

ron  of  Los  Angeles  release  two  car- 
rier pigeons,  carrying  a  message  to 

Mayor  Angelo  Rossi  here,  urging 
Rossi  to  proclaim  a  "Freedom  of  the 
Press  Week"  for  the  film's  opening. 

Ties  Up  with  Stores On  Christmas  Shopping 

San  Francisco,  Nov.  28. — The  Bay 
View  Theatre  here  has  arranged  a 
tieup  with  the  Bay  View  Merchants 
Association,  for  joint  daily  promo- 

tion of  Christmas  holiday  buying  in 
the  district.  A  theatre  party  is 
planned,  plus  special  decoration  of 
the  theatre's  exterior  for  the  Yule- tide  season. 

Cincinnati  House  Ties 
With  Newspaper  Contest 
Cincinnati,  Nov.  28.— The  Cincin- 

nati Times-Star,  in  cooperation  with 

RKO,  is  conducting  a  "Giggle-Ad" contest,  in  which  the  public  is  asked 
to  select  a  full  line  of  type  from  four 
or  more  classified  advertisements  in 
the  Christmas  Gift  Guide  section,  and 
combine  the  lines  into  one  paragraph, 
naming  the  advertiser  from  whom  the 
advertisement  was  taken.  Two  guest 
tickets  to  RKO  theatres  will  be 
awarded  daily  for  the  best  10  compila- 

tions submitted. 

Mail  Perfumed  Letters 

To  Aid  'Letter'  Run 
San  Francisco,  Nov.  28. — The 

Fox  here  for  the  premiere  of  War- 
ners' "The  Letter,"  mailed  to  1,500 

persons  handwritten,  perfumed  letters, 
the  first  page  of  which  was  a  copy  of 
the  letter  which  formed  part  of  the 
dramatic  background  of  the  film.  The 
inside  page  carried  sales  copy. 

'Escape'  Contest  Is 
Used  in  Bridgeport 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Nov.  28.— Matt Saunders  of  the  Poli  here,  arranged 
a  contest  for  "Escape,"  with  the 
Times-Star,  for  letters  on,  "What  Is 
Your  Favorite  Form  of  Escape?" 
Kissable  Lips  Contest 

Framed  on  'Bitter  Sweet' Cleveland,  Nov.  28.—  Manager  Ev 
Steinbuch  of  Loew's  State  had  Cleve- 

land puckering  up  for  a  most  kiss- 
able  lips  contest,  run  in  conjunction 

with  the  opening  of  "Bitter  Sweet." 
For  the  best  "kissogram"  with  the 
contestant's  views  on  the  subject  and 
best  sketch  of  the  most  attractive  lips, 
the  Cleveland  News  offered  a  prize. 

March  of  Time  Issues 
'Arms  and  Men'  Manual 
The  March  of  Time  has  issued  for 

exhibitor  use  an  elaborate  and  com- 
plete clip  and  work  book  on  the  latest 

issue  of  the  reel,  "Arms  and  the 
Men— U.  S.  A."  Included  in  the 
stitched  pamphlet,  and  indexed  at  the 
side  for  convenience  of  handling,  are 
selling  aids,  billing  copy  and  accesso- 

ries, examples  of  school  tieups,  poster 
ideas,  a  study  guide  for  teachers  and 
forum  groups  and  publicity  material 
for  radio  and  newspapers. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

A SERIES  of  13  programs  from  Army  training  camps  will  start  over 
NBC-Blue  Friday,  Dec.  20  at  8  P.M.  A  mobile  unit  will  pick  up  the 

entertainment  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  trainees  themselves.  The  sched- 
ule starts  with  Fort  Dix,  followed  by  Langley  Field,  Fort  Bragg,  Camp  Jack- 

son, Fort  Benning,  Fort  McClellan,  Fort  Shelby,  Barksdale  Field,  Fort  Sill, 
Randolph  Field,  Fort  Bliss,  March  Field  and  Fort  Lewis.  George  Hicks, 
special  events  announcer,  and  Lester  O'Keefe,  program  director,  will  assist the  men  putting  on  their  shows. •  •  • 

Program  News:  }YHN  will  start  another  junior  "Information,  Please" 
Tuesday  at  9  P.M.,  called  "Kid  Wizards."  Jay  Langner,  aged  10,  Chick  Young, 
9,  and  Jimmy  Keegan,  14,  wilt  be  the  regulars  and  youngsters  who  stump  the 
precocious  experts  will  be  entitled  to  sit  in  as  guests  .  .  .  Charles  Stark  of 
the  "Morning  Almanac"  show  over  WABC  has  been  invited  by  Richard  Max- 

well, "The  Gospel  Singer,"  to  make  a  guest  appearance  to  tell  about  Phil 
Cook's  drive  for  books  for  shut-ins  .  .  .  WOR  this  week  began  broadcasting 
■announcements  telling  of  the  annual  offer  by  the  Radio  Servicemen  of  America 
to  pick  up  old  receivers  for  reconditioning  and  gifts  to  institutions  .  .  .  Ester- 
brook  Pen  Co.  will  sponsor  a  \S-minute  short  wave  program  of  comment  on 
the  Metropolitan  Opera,  over  NBC's  WRCA  and  WNBI.  .  .  .  "The  Pause 
That  Refreshes  on  the  Air"  is  the  name  of  the  new  Coca-Cola  program starting  Sunday  at  4 :30  P.M.  over  CBS. 

•  •  • 

Continuing  the  changeover  of  Westinghouse  stations  from  NBC-Blue 
to  Red,  WBZ.  Boston,  and  WBZA,  Springfield,  Mass.,  will  shift  to  the 
Red  on  June  15,  1942  .  .  .  CHSJ,  CBC  station  in  St.  John,  Newfoundland, 
has  increased  its  power  from  100  watts  to  1,000,  and  its  basic  rate  has 
been  raised  from  $35  per  hour  to  $50. •  •  • 

Preparing  for  the  dedication  of  its  new  10,000  watt  transmitter  and  new 
studios  about  the  first  of  the  year,  WOV  has  initiated  23  live  talent  programs 
and  expects  to  eliminate  all  recorded  programs  except  those  directed  to  dance 
audiences  shortly.  Hyla  Kiczales,  WOV  general  manager,  plans  to  have  the 
evening  programs  divided  into  four  age  groups.  In  the  early  evening,  pro- 

grams will  be  directed  to  children  below  the  'teen  age.  Programs  for  the 
elderly  people  will  follow  and  then  those  for  the  middle-age  group  will  be 
heard.  In  the  later  hours,  programs  will  be  directed  at  those  in  their  'teens and  twenties,  with  plenty  of  dance  music. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Dick  Dorrance,  promotion  director  for  FM  Broadcasters, 

Inc.,  returned  yesterday  from  a  honeymoon  trip  to  Havana  .  .  .  William  Fine- 
shriber,  zvho  formerly  wrote  scripts  on  serious  music  for  CBS,  has  been  named 
director  of  the  network's  music  department.  Ben  Hyams,  who  handled  music 
in  the  publicity  department,  will  take  over  Fineshriber' s  script  work  .  .  .  Ray- mond Gram  Swing,  Mutual  commentator,  will  take  his  first  vacation  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  crisis,  beginning  Christmas  Eve.  Paid  Schubert, 
WOR  naval  expert,  Cy  Caldwell,  aviation  authority,  and  Major  Leonard 
Nason,  military  strategist,  will  substitute  in  that  order  on  Tuesdays,  Wednes- 

days and  Thursdays.  Substitutes  for  the  remaining  days,  when  Swing  is  spon- 
sored, have  not  been  made. 

WCA  U  Granted  FM  Permit 

For  Philadelphia  Station 

13  Groups  Ask 

Air  Monopoly 

Hearing  Time 

Washington,  Nov.  28. — Thir- 
teen organizations  have  filed  re- 

quests to  be  heard  at  the  monopoly 
hearings  which  will  open  before  the 
FCC  next  Monday,  the  commission 
made  known  today. 

The  FCC  listed  the  points  on 
which  it  would  hear  argument 
but  said  counsel  would  not  be 
prohibited  from  discussing  any 
other  point  they  desired. 
It  was  indicated,  however,  that  the 

commission  is  primarily  interested  in 
the  Monopoly  Committee  recommen- 

dations   that    stations   be  prohibited 
from  making  exclusive  affiliations  with 
any  network,  or  which  give  the  net- 

work more  than  10  to  30  per  cent, 
depending  on  competition,  of  the  sta- 

tion's time,  and  in  recommendations 
on   other   points   of  station-network 
contracts.  The  FCC  also  listed  a  sug- 

gestion made  that  networks  be  pro- 
hibited from  owning  stations,  or,  al- 

ternatively, that  no  web  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  operate  more  than  two  clear 

channel  stations  or  more  than  three 
stations  of  all  classes. 
The  13  organizations  which  filed 

requests  will  be  given  a  maxium  of 
one  hour  each.  The  order  in  which 
they  will  be  heard  is  NBC,  CBS.  In- 

dependent Radio  Network  Affiliates, 
Don  Lee  Broadcasting  Svstem,  Mu- 

tual, WBNY.  Buffalo,  WHBF,  Rock 
Island,  111.,  KFRO,  Longview,  Tex., 
World  Broadcasting  System.  Associa- 

tion of  Radio  Transcription  Producers 
of  Hollvwood.  American  Federation 
of  Musicians.  Independent  Artists  and 
Associated  Music  Publishers. 

Set  Hearing  Jan.  6 
In  Record  Action 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  28. — Judge 
Guy  K.  Bard,  in  United  States  Dis- 

trict Court,  has  set  Jan.  6  as  the  date 
for  arguments  on  the  application  by 
Herbert  A.  Speiser,  attorney  for  the 
National  Association  of  Performing 
Artists,  to  have  the  suit  against 
WPEN,  seeking  an  injunction  to  re- 

strain the  local  station  from  playing 
phonograph  records,  returned  to  the 
state  courts. 
The  suit  was  originally  filed  last 

Tanuary  in  the  local  Common  Pleas 
Court.  But  since  then,  Philip  Wer- 

ner Amram,  attorney  for  the  station, 
had  the  case  removed  to  the  Federal 
courts.  WPEN  counsel  also  raised 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  sta- 

tion's sponsors  using  recorded  shows 
on  WPEN  were  properlv  joined  as 
defendants  and  the  Jan.  6  hearing  will 
be  largelv  for  the  taking  of  testimony 
on  that  point. 

'Land  of  Liberty9  Is 
Set  for  Three  Cities 

"Land  of  Liherty,"  film  sponsored 
by  the  M.P.P.D.A.,  and  which  is  be- 

ing released  nationally  bv  M-G-M, 
will  play  thr^p  cities,  following  its 
premiere  at  WilKamsport,  Pa.  Thev 
are :  the  Majestic,  Evansville,  Ind. : 
Dec.  5 :  Broadway.  Portland.  Ore- 
Dec.  11,  and  State,  Memphis,  Dec.  12. 

Washington,  Nov.  28. — The  Fed- eral Communications  Commission  has 
granted  a  construction  permit  to  the 
WCAU  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  new 
FM  station  in  Philadelphia. 
The  station  will  operate  on  46,700 

kilocycles,  covering  9,300  square  miles 
with  a  poulation  of  3,816,651,  and  the 
company  is  to  provide  12  hours  of 
service  daily,  equally  divided  between 
the  daylight  and  evening  hours. 

Six  Ask  FM  Stations 
The  commission  announced  receipt 

of  applications  for  six  more  FM  sta- 
tions, as  follows  :  Westinghouse  Radio 

Stations,  Inc.,  Boston,  to  operate  on 
46,500  kilocycles  to  cover  6,652  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  3,389,751 ; 
Westinghouse  Radio  Stations,  Inc., 
Springfield,  Mass.,  to  operate  on  48,- 
100  kilocycles  to  cover  2,022  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  499,098 ; 
Westinghouse  Radio  Stations,  Inc., 
Philadelphia,  to  operate  on  45,500 
kilocycles  to  cover  11,492  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  4,787,535 ; 
Westinghouse  Radio  Stations,  Inc., 
Pittsburgh,  to  operate  on  47,500  kilo- 

cycles to  cover  14,700  square  miles 

with  a  population  of  3,881,463 ;  West- 
inghouse Radio  Stations,  Inc.,  Fort 

Wayne,  Ind.,  to  operate  on  44,900 
kilocycles  to  cover  6,150  square  miles 
with  a  population  of  420,168,  and  the 
Woodaam  Corp.,  New  York,  to  oper- 

ate on  45,300  kilocycles  covering  8,500 
square  miles,  with  a  population  of 
11,417,000. 

Seek  Power  Increases 

An  application  of  Station  WJLS, 
Beckley,  W.  Va.,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,210  to  900  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  250  to 
1,000  watts  was  ordered  set  for  hear- 

ing on  a  date  to  be  fixed  later. 
Application  for  a  new  1,310-kilo- 

cycle,  250-watt  station  at  Cedartown, 
Ga.,  was  filed  with  the  commission  by 
the  Northwest  Georgia  Broadcasting 
Co. 

The  commission  also  received  appli- 
cations from  Stations  WJDX,  Jack- 

son, Miss.,  and  KOL,  Seattle,  for  in- 
creases of  night  power  from  1,000  to 

5.000  watts,  and  from  KTSM,  El 
Paso,  Tex.,  for  increase  of  power 
from  500  to  1,000  watts. 

Two  Officials 

Resign  from 

Board  of  CBC 

Toronto,  Nov.  28. — Two  resig- 
nations from  the  board  of  gover- 

nors of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 

Co.  were  made  yesterday  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  dispute  over  policies  dur- 

ing a  board  meeting.  The  resigna- 
tion of  Alan  B.  Plaunt,  one  of  the 

original  members  of  the  board, 
was  accepted  although  the  attend- 

ant publicity  was  deplored. 
D.  W.  Buchanan,  director  of 

public  affairs,  also  resigned  "be- cause of  a  lack  of  organization 
and  a  clear  definition  of  poli- 

cies," a  statement  generally  re- 
garded as  an  attack  on  Glad- 

stone Murray,    general  mana- 
ger, who  was  formerly  associ- 
ated with  the  British  Broad- 

casting Co.  in  London. 
The  board  adopted  a  vote  of  confi- 

dence in  Murray  and  Dr.  Augustin 
Frigon,    assistant    general  manager, 
whereupon  Plaunt  declared  that  the 
board's  motion  was  an  effort  to  white- 

wash the  whole  issue.  Plaunt  made  no 
criticism  of  Frigon,  however. 
The  CBC  announced  that  it  would 

deal  with  the  Dies  report  in  Washing- 
ton that  Transradio  News  had  Nazi 

connections.  About  40  stations  had 
used  this  service,  it  was  said,  but  a 
number  cancelled.  It  was  also  stated 
that  commercial  news  services  will  be 
eliminated  Jan.  1  when  CBC  will  start 
its  own  newscasts. 

Net  operating  profit  for  the  vear 
ended  March  31  was  reported  at  $253,- 
990,  with  income  of  $3,752,061  and 
expenditures  of  $3,498,071.  License 
fees,  including  the  receiver  tax,  to- 

taled $2,906,605.  and  sponsored  pro- 
grams brought  $700,867.  Expenditures 

"irlurled  $1,150,658  for  programs: 
$685,308,  network  operation :  $610,482. 
engineering:  $162,939,  administration, 
and  $316,274.  depreciation. 

Mexican  Stations  to 

Make  Discs  for  Sale 

Mexico  City,  Nov.  28.— Local  Sta- 
tions XEW  and  XEQ,  owned  and  op- 

erated by  Emilio  Azcarraga,  who  is 
also  proprietor  of  the  de  luxe  Cine 
Teatro  Alameda,  a  leading  house  here, 
are  arranging  to  make  discs  of  their 
best  singers'  and  musicians'  programs 
for  sale  to  small  provincial  stations 
that  desire  to  improve  their  programs. 
XEW  and  XEQ  are  the  leading 

Mexican  radio  stations.  This  pro- 
position calls  for  the  establishment 

here  of  a  large  recording  plant.  This 
enterprise,  the  first  of  the  kind  in 
Mexico,  is  expected  to  get  going  early 
in  January. 

M.  J.  O'Brien  Dies 
Toronto,  Nov.  28.— M.  J.  O'Brien, millionaire  mining  man  and  railroad 

contractor,  died  at  his  home  in  Ren- 
frew^ Ont.,  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

O'Brien  was  the  owner  of  four  the- 
atres, located  at  Renfrew,  Pembroke, 

Arnprior  and  Almonte,  Ont.,  which 
are  operated  under  the  name  of  the 
Ottawa  Valley  Amusement  Co. 
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Masters  Is 

Slated  U.A. 

Western  Head 

Would  Replace  Schlaifer 
As  Sales  Manager 

Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  divi- 
sion manager  for  United  Artists 

for  many  years,  is  reported  to  be 
slated  for  the  post  of  Western  sales 
manager  of  the  company.  He  will 
succeed  L.  J.  Schlaifer,  who  resign- 

ed recently  as  vice-president  and 
Western  general  sales  manager. 
The  appointment  of  Masters  would 

conform  with  the  established  policy  of 
Maurice   Silverstone,  United  Artists 
chief  executive,  of  making  promotions 
from  within  the  company's  ranks.  In his  new  post  Masters  would  share 
domestic    sales    responsibility  with 
Harry  L.  Gold,  United  Artists  vice- 
president  and  Eastern  general  sales 
manager,   under   Arthur   W.  Kelly, 
vice-president  and  distribution  head. 

Several  United  Artists  sales 
officials  are   under  considera- 

tion for  the  post  which  would 
be  vacated  by  Masters,  among 
them  Samuel  Glaizer,  Toronto 
branch  manager. 
Masters  has  represented  United  Ar- 

tists in  Canada  since  1919.    Prior  to 
(.Continued  on  page  7) 

Operators  Win  Suit 

Over  ITOA  Contract 
Operators  Union,  Local  306,  scored 

a  victory  in  the  Municipal  Court  Fri- 
day, in  a  test  suit  brought  to  enforce 

the  agreement  made  with  the  New 
York  I.T.O.A.  last  Fall,  under  which 
projectionists  Were  granted  a  10  per 
cent  wage  increase  and  a  second 

week's_  paid  vacation.  Defendant  in the  suit  was  the  Kissena  Amusement 
Corp.,  operator  of  the  Taft,  Flushing, 
L.  I.,  which  was  ordered  by  Justice 

(.Continued  on  page  7) 

'Dictator'  Terms  in 
8.  A.  70%  of  Gross 

"The  Great  Dictator"  has  been  sold in  Argentina,  Canal  Zone,  Java  and 
Straits  Settlements  on  terms  which 
give  United  Artists  large  cash  guar- 

anties in  addition  to  70  per  cent  of 
the  gross,  extended  runs  and  road- 

show admission  scales,  Walter  Gould, 
United  Artists  foreign  department 
head,  reported  on  Saturday. 
The  Argentine  deal  gives  the  com- 

pany its  biggest  guaranty  on  any  pic- 
(Continued  on  page  7) 

Nine  B'way  Plays 
Give  Sunday  Shows 
An  experimental  matinee  at 

$1  top  by  "Horse  Fever"  feat- ured the  second  series  of 
Sunday  stage  performances 
yesterday.  Nine  plays  gave 
evening  performances,  as  com- 

pared with  10  last  Sunday, 
but  the  League  of  New  York 
Theatres  expects  the  trend  to 
grow.  Evening  performances 
included  "Blind  Alley,"  "Char- 

ley's Aunt,"  "Fledgeling," 
"Hellzapoppin',"  "It  Happens 
on  Ice,"  "Johnny  Belinda," 
"Separate  Rooms,"  "Tobacco 
Road"  and  "Horse  Fever." 

Mexico  to  Aid 

Film  Industry 

By  JAMES  LOCKHART 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  1. — Congress 

has  assured  the  Mexican  picture  indus- 
try that  it  will  give  attention  before 

the  end  of  this  year  to  various  bills 
calling  for  Government  aid.  The 
measures  include  the  founding  of  a 
state-directed  financing  bank  here 
with  an  ultimate  capital  of  $4,150,000, 
to  be  provided  jointly  by  the  industry 
and  the  Government ;  Federalization 
of  the  business,  and  to  compel  Ameri- 

can distributors  to  use  25  per  cent  of 
their  yearly  income  to  finance  Mexi- 

can production. 
The  first  two  bills  are  expected  to 

pass,  but  little  hope  is  seen  for  the 
last  one. 

Life  has  been  given  the  proposal 
of  some  producers  that  was  shelved  a 
time  ago  to  dicker  with  Hollywood 
for  the  production  of  Spanish  language 
pictures  in  Mexico.  This,  it  is  said, 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

Kent  to  Conduct 

Meeting  at  Studio 

On  Decree  Program 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  preside  at  a  con- ference at  the  studio,  starting  Jan.  15, 
to   discuss  the 

company's  pro- duction plans  as 
affected  by  op- 

erations of  the 
Federal  consent 
decree. 

It  is  expected 

that  prelimin- 
ary plans  will be  made  for  the 

1941-42  produc- 
tion program. 

Scheduled  to 
attend  the  stu- dio conference 
are  Herman 

Wobber,  gen- eral manager  of  distribution;  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board ; 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production,  and  William 
Goetz,  executive  assistant  to  Zanuck. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  distribu- 
tion under  the  decree  will  be  dis- 

cussed at  a  series  of  meetings  at  all 
branches  which  will  be  presided  over 
by  Division  Managers  William  Suss- 
man,  W.  C.  Gehring  and  William 
Kupper.  Each  division  manager  will 
be  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  General  Counsel  Felix  A. 
Jenkins.  Managers,  salesmen  and 
bookers  will  attend  these  meetings, 
and  there  will  be  round  table  sessions 
at  which  the  home  office  officials  will 
clarify  operations  of  the  decree  as  it  is 
expected  to  affect  distribution  locally. 
Jenkins  is  compiling  a  simplified 

manual  outlining  operations  under  the 
decree  which  will  be  distributed  to  the 
field  forces  for  their  study  and  refer- 

S.  R.  Kent 

UNIVERSALE  YEAR  NET  PROFIT 

ESTIMATED  MORE  THAN  $2,000,000 

Net  profit  in  excess  of  $2,000,000  is  estimated 
for  Universal  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  last 
October  27.  The  estimate,  by  Wall  Street 
sources,  is  after  provision  for  Federal  taxes 
and  special  amortization  reserve  for  foreign 
market  losses.  It  shows  further  considerable 
improvement  for  the  company  under  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  president. 

Universal  reported  net  profit  of  $1,153,321 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Oct.  28,  1939,  after 
all  taxes  and  charges.  The  company's  audited report  for  the  1940  fiscal  year  is  not  expected 
to  be  completed  until  some  time  in  January, 
due  to  indicated  delays  in  transmission  of 
reports  from  foreign  subsidiaries  and  offices 
abroad.  Nate  Blumberg 

$12,800,000 

Seen  British 

Withdrawal 

U.  S.  Pact  with  London 

Expected  this  Week 

London,  Dec.  1. — Trade  officials 
here  anticipate  an  agreement  some 
time  this  week  on  a  new  currency 
agreement  between  Great  Britain 
and  American  distributors  covering 

the  amount  which  can  be  with- 
drawn by  the  latter  during  the  next 

12  months  and  the  uses  to  which 
"frozen"  currency  may  be  put. 

Indications  are  that  the  last 
proposal  made,  authorizing  the withdrawal  of  $12,800,000  by  the 

eight  major  American  com- 
panies, including  Universal,  will 

be  a  final  one  on  that  particular 
phase  of  the  agreement. 

The  companies  will  be  authorized 
to  withdraw  75  per  cent  of  the  $12,- 
800,000  during  the  first  six  months 
of  the  agreement,  or  up  to  next  May 
1,  and  the  remaining  25  per  cent  may 
be  withdrawn  during  the  second  six 
months  if  that  $3,200,000  is  actually 
earned  during  the  period. 

Half  to  Buy  Films  for  Export 

Frozen  funds  here  may  be  used  by 
the  American  companies  for  half  the 
purchase  price  of  British  films  intend- 

ed for  export,  and  the  balance  is  to  be 
paid  for  in  dollars,  under  current  pro- 

posals which,  however,  are  still  in 
negotiation.  Salaries  of  employes  of 
American  companies  in  England  may 
be  paid  out  of  frozen  funds  and  those 
funds  may  also  be  used  to  pay  for 
prints  made  here,  according  to  present indications. 
No  frozen  funds  may  be  employed 

for  purchase  of  or  investment  in  Brit- ish theatre  properties. 
The  final  stages  of  the  negotiations 

are  being  handled  here  by  the  Ameri- can Embassy  and  F.  W.  Allport, 
M.P.P.D.A.  representative,  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Treasury  offi- cials. 

Reviewed  Today 

"Second  Chorus"  is  reviewed 
from  Hollywood  on  Page  4. 
Reviews  of  "The  Man  of  the 
Hour"  and  "Design  for  Mur- 

der" also  are  on  Page  4. 
Critics'  Quotes  and  Short 
Subject  Reviews  will  be  found 
on  Page  7. 
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20th~Fox  London 
Office  Evacuated 

Head  office  of  the  British 
sales  organization  of  20th 
Century-Fox  has  been  moved 
from  London  to  Moreton 
Pinkney  Manor,  near  Rugby 
in  Warwickshire.  The  sales 
forces  have  been  evacuated 
from  the  20th  Century-Fox 
Building  in  Soho  Square,  Lon- 

don, according  to  word  reach- 
ing the  home  office  here. 

Reeve  Is  Honored 

At  Farewell  Dinner 

A  testimonial  dinner  for  Arch 
Reeve,  retiring  as  advertising  director 
of  20th  Century- Fox,  was  given  on 
Friday  night  in  the  Tower  Room  of 
the  Park  Central  Hotel. 

Reeve,  who  is  succeeded  by  Maurice 
Bergman,  former  advertising  and  pub- 

licity director  of  Columbia,  was  sched- 
uled to  leave  for  Los  Angeles  this 

week,  but  the  recent  illness  of  his  son 
may  delay  his  departure.  He  was  pre- 

sented a  wrist  watch  at  the  dinner, 
at  which  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  director,  was 
toastmaster. 

Approximately  50  were  present  at  the 
dinner.  Among  them  were :  Jerome 
Beatty,  S.  Barret  McCorniick,  Paul 
Benjamin,  Gus  Eyssell,  John  C.  Flinn, 
Ray  Gallagher,  Mark  Larkin,  Charles 
E.  Lewis,  Lester  Thompson,  Al  Wilkie, 
Rodney  Bush,  Earl  Wingart,  James 
P.  Cunningham,  Lou  Rydell,  Herbert 
Fecke,  James  Cron,  Maurice  Kann  and 
Morris  Kinzler.  Last  Wednesday,  20th 
Century-Fox  distribution  executives 
tendered  Reeve  a  luncheon. 

W.  B.  Zone  Heads  in 

Meeting  Tomorrow 
Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 

of  Warner  Theatres,  will  preside  over 
a  two-day  meeting  of  the  zone  mana- 

gers, at  the  home  office  beginning  to- 
morrow.   Those  attending  will  be : 

James  Coston,  Chicago ;  Nat  Wolf, 
Cleveland ;  I.  J.  Hoffman,  New  Hav- 

en ;  Don  Jacocks,  Newark ;  Moe  Sil- 
ver, Albany ;  John  J.  Payette,  Wash- 

ington ;  Herb  Copelan,  Atlantic  City, 
and  Howard  Waugh,  Memphis. 
Among  the  home  office  executives 

who  will  participate  in  the  confer- 
ence are : 

Clayton  Bond,  Ed  Hinchy,  Leonard 
Schlesinger,  Harry  Goldberg,  Frank 
Phelps,  Nat  Fellman,  Abel  Vigard, 
W.  Stewart  McDonald,  Harry  Rosen- 
quest,  Louis  Kaufman,  Sam  Morris, 
Herman  Maier  and  Frank  Cahill. 

'Letter'  to  Be  Held 
4  Weeks  at  Strand 

"The  Letter,"  Warner  picture  star- 
ring Bette  Davis,  will  be  held  for  a 

fourth  week  at  the  Broadway  Strand. 
The  film  grossed  $48,500  in  its  first 
week  at  the  house,  ending  Thurs- 
day. 

The  original  intention  was  to  hold 
the  film  only  two  weeks  at  the  house, 
to  make  room  for  additional  product, 
but  the  first  week  gross  resulted  in 
the  decision  to  hold  the  picture  a  third 
week,  and  on  Friday  is  was  stated 
that  a  fourth  week  was  decided  upon. 

Personal  Mention 

TEONARD  GOLDENSON,  Para- 
■I— '  mount  theatre  executive,  left  yes- 

terday on  a  week's  trip  to  Memphis, New  Orleans  and  Atlanta. 
• 

Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O'Brien, Driscoll  &  Raftery  returned  Saturday 
from  United  Artists  meetings  on  the 
Coast.  Maurice  Silverstone,  United 
Artists  chief  executive,  arrives  from 
the  Coast  by  train  today. 

■  • 

Marvin  Schenck  of  Loew's  ar- 
rives on  the  Coast  today. 

• 
Arthur  Loew,  vice-president  of 

Loew's,  was  discharged  from  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital  on  Saturday. 

• 

William  C.  Gehring,  Central  divi- 
sion manager  for  20th  Century-Fox, 

returns  today  from  a  tour  of  Midwest 
exchanges. 

• 

Ed  Schnitzer,  Warners  Eastern 
district  manager,  is  convalescing  after 
a  recent  unexpected  operation  at  the 
LeRoy  Sanitarium. 

• 
Abe  Lastfogel  is  due  from  the 

Coast  this  week. 
• 

Otto  Bolle,  20th  Century-Fox 
managing  director  for  South  Africa, 
will  spend  the  holidays  in  Michigan 
before  returning  to  his  post  in  Johan- nesburg. 

• 
Sam  Shain  returns  today  from 

Newton,  Mass. 
• 

William  Jackson  of  the  Liberty, 
Pen  Argyl,  Pa.,  is  recuperating  from 
a  recent  illness. 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  head  of  Na- tional Theaatres,  is  expected  from 
the  Coast  this  week. 

• 
W.  A.  Scully,  Universal  general 

sales  manager,  and  F.  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy, Eastern  and  Southern  sales 

manager,  will  return  today  from 
Western  business  trips. 

• 
Charles  Stearn,  U.  A.  district 

manager ;  Haskell  Masters,  U.  A. 
Canadian  general  manager,  and  David 
Griersdorf,  James  Roosevelt's  repre- sentative, visited  in  New  Haven  late 
last  week. 

• 
Michael  Mayer,  son  of  Arthur 

Mayer,  operator  of  the  Rialto  on 
Broadway,  is  collaborating  on  an  ar- 

ticle on  the  consent  decree  for  the 
Yale  Law  Review. 

• 
Charles  Stiefel,  Philadelphia  ex- 

hibitor, was  host  on  Saturday  at  the 
Bar  Mitzvah  of  his  son,  Murray. 

• 
Isabelle     Austin,     secretary  to 

Homer  Harman,  publicity  manager  of 
the  Roxy  Theatre,  will  return  today 
from  a  two-week  vacation  in  Miami. 

• 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Keeney,  wife  of  the 

manager  of  the  Park,  Reading,  Pa., 
was  injured  in  an  auto  accident  last 
week  while  returning  her  sons  to  mili- 

tary school. • 
George  Kurlansik,  owner  of  the 

Towne  and  Transit,  Allentown,  Pa., 
has  left  for  Florida  with  his  family 
for  an  indefinite  stay. 

• 
Edgar  E.  Lloyd  has  left  on  a  trip  to 

the  Midwest. 

Para.  Board  Votes 

Dividends  on  Stock 
Paramount  board  of  directors  at  a 

meeting  Friday  declared  regular  quar- 
terly dividends  on  the  company's  first 

and  second  preferred  stock  and  a  divi- 
dend of  15  cents  per  share  on  the 

common  stock.  The  dividends  of  $1.50 
per  share  on  the  first  preferred  and 
15  cents  per  share  on  the  second  pre- 

ferred are  payable  Dec.  24  to  holders 
of  record  Dec.  10.  The  common  divi- 

dend is  payable  the  same  date  to  hold- 
ers of  record  Dec.  9. 

Sears  Leaves  for 

Tour  of  Exchanges 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 

manager  of  Warners,  left  Friday  by 
train  for  a  tour  of  Southern  and 
Western  exchanges,  in  connection 
with  new  season  selling  and  the  an- 

nual Sears  drive.  He  will  conclude 
his  trip  at  the  studio  and  is  expected 
back  at  the  home  office  in  about  three 
weeks. 

M-G-M  Japan  Head 

Arriving  Here  Today 
Morey  Marcus,  M-G-M  manager  in 

Japan,  is  due  here  today  from  the 
Coast  where  he  arrived  a  week  ago. 
He  will  report  to  Arthur  M.  Loew, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  ac- 

tivities, on  the  situation  in  the  Orient. 
Marcus  may  remain  here  several 
months.  He  conferred  with  studio  of- 

ficials upon  his  arrival. 

David  Rose  Leaves 

For  Coast  Tomorrow 

David  Rose,  Paramount  managing 
director  for  England,  who  arrived 
from  Europe  Friday  on  the  Excam- 
bion,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  tomor- 

row night  to  visit  his  family.  He 
plans  to  remain  in  this  country  at 
least  until  after  New  Year's. In  conferences  with  Paramount 
home  office  executives  upon  his  ar- 

rival, Rose  expressed  confidence  over 
conditions  in  England  and  prospects 
for  the  future  there. 

Rodgers  Due  from 

Chicago  Wednesday 

Chicago,  Dec.  1. — William  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales  man- 

ager, plans  to  be  back  in  New  York 
on  Wednesday  following  the  sales 
meeting  he  is  conducting  here  of  the 
company's  district  and  branch  man- agers. Other  home  office  executives 
are  expected  to  leave  here  tomorrow 
for  New  York. 

Hold  Anderson  Rites 
Funeral  services  for  Richard  V. 

("Dick")  Anderson,  industry  veteran 
who  had  been  in  charge  of  physical 
distribution  of  RKO  Pathe  News, 
were  held  yesterday  at  the  Park  West 
Memorial  Chapel.  Anderson  died 
Thursday  after  a  long  illness  at  the 
age  of  53. 

Columbia  Luncheon 

Tendered  Bergman 

More  than  100  Columbia  home  office 
executives  and  employes  tendered  a 
farewell  luncheon  to  Maurice  A.  Berg- 

man at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Friday. 
Bergman,  advertising  and  publicity  di- rector at  Columbia  for  the  past  three 
years,  assumes  his  new  post  as  adver- 

tising manager  of  20th  Century-Fox 

today. 

Farewell  speeches  were  made  at  the 
luncheon  by  Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice- 
president,  and  Nate  B.  Spingold. 
Bergman  was  presented  with  a  watch 
by  his  former  associates.  Those  at 
the  luncheon  were  presented  with  an 
eight-page  press  book  containing  a 
humorous  treatment  of  Bergman's 
career.  It  was  inscribed:  "Columbia 
Pictures  Presents  to  20th  Century- 
Fox  'Golden  Boygman,'  starring 

Maurice  A.  Bergman." Among  those  present  were :  Abe 
Schneider,  Joseph  McConville,  Rube 
Jackter,  Louis  J.  Barbano,  Louis 
Weinberg,  Louis  Astor,  Mortimer 
Wormser,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Nat  Cohen, 
Hortense  Schorr,  Sylvia  Kossack, 
Frank  McGrann,  Jack  Myers,  Al 
Sherman,  Larry  Lipskin,  William  J. 
McKale,  Dave  O'Malley,  Max  Selig- 
man,  Irving  Moross,  Leonard  Picker, 
Irving  Wormser,  Eve  Ettinger,  C.  W. 
Sharpe,  Leo  Jaffe,  Hank  Kaufman, 
Jack  Segal,  Mark  Freeland,  Jose 
Schorr. 
Frank  Rosenberg,  George  Ettinger, 

Harry  Speigal,  Ralph  Martin,  Sy 
Roman,  William  Clemence,  Ed 
Schwartz,  Maurice  Grad,  George  Jo- 

sephs, Hal  Hode,  Floyd  Weber,  John 
Kane,  Harry  Takiff,  Sol  Trauner, 
William  Brennan,  Max  Cohn,  Seth 
Raisler,  Bernie  Birnbaum,  Vincent 
Borrelli,  Arnold  Picker,  Maurice 
Brunet,  John  Agell,  Clarence 
Schneider,  Joseph  Cohn,  Charles 
Schneer,  Joe  Levy,  Tom  McCue, 
Joseph  Frieberg,  Ben  Morris,  Irving 
Sherman,  Herb  Smith. 

R.  B.  Phillpot,  Dave  Robbins,  Phil 
Weisman,  Herman  Golden,  Harold 
Sachs,  Robert  Ferguson,  Bernice 
Gobel,  Miriam  Hirschhorn,  Nancy 
Klein,  William  Bentley,  Frank  Begg, 
Charles  Courtney,  Wilbur  Harrison, 
Jerry  Kerr,  Jack  Kerness,  Fred  Small, 
Larry  Kupler,  Barye  Phillips,  Ray 

Williams,  Jerry  O'Neil,  Irving  Gill- man,  Ceil  Schnabel,  Margaret  Kapfer, 
Harry  Vigoda,  Charlotte  Walerstein, 
Ernst  Litchenstein,  Marvin  Middle- 

man, Murray  Goldstein,  John  Pirrone. 
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Many  Great  Pictures  Were  Released  in 

November  but  Robbin  Coons  of  the 

Associated  Press  says— 

THE  BEST  PICTURE  OF  THE  MONTH 

is 

with 

John  WAYNE  *  Thomas  MITCHELL  *  Ian  HUNTER 

BARRY  FITZGERALD  •  WILFRID  LAWSON  •  JOHN  QUALEN 
MILDRED  NATWICK  •  WARD  BOND  •  Directed  by  JOHN  FORD 

Adapted  for  the  screen  bv  Dudley  Nichols  •  Produced  by  Argosy  Corporation 

-and  1,200  Associated  Press  news- 

papers spread  the  news  to  more  than 

ten  million  readers! 
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P.S.  Best  Picture  of  the  Month  too,  in  The  Hollywood  Reporter  Poll. 
7/ 
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Old  Statute  to  Cost 

House  Annual  $250 
Runnemede,  N.  J.,  Dec.  1. — 

The  town's  only  theatre,  the 
Runnemede,  from  which  the 
borough  receives  no  revenue, 
hereafter  will  have  to  pay  an 
annual  fee  of  $250,  the  City 
Council  voting  to  enforce  the 
amusement  license  ordinance 
which  had  been  dormant  for 
many  years.  The  council  also 
authorized  its  fire  committee 
to  carry  out  recommendations 
of  the  fire  marshal  to  order 
certain  repairs  at  the  theatre 
which  were  said  to  be  neces- 

sary for  safety. 

300  at  Cleveland 

Dinner  to  Miller 
Cleveland,  Dec.  1. — Dave  Miller, 

Universal  district  manager,  was  hon- 
ored at  a  testimonial  dinner  last  night 

at  the  Hotel  Hollenden  with  more 
than  300  exhibitors,  .local  film  distribu- 

tors and  civic  leaders  in  attendance. 
The  occasion  was  in  celebration  of 
Miller's  20  years  of  service  with  Uni- 

versal. Miller  was  presented  with 
tickets  for  a  Caribbean  cruise  which 
he  will  take  this  Winter. 
Among  those  who  were  present 

were:  William  A.  Scully,  Universal 
general  sales  manager;  F.  J.  A.  Mc- 

Carthy, Eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager ;  Judge  Silbert ;  Mayor  Harold 

L.  Burton,  who  is  Ohio  Senator-elect ; 
Gloria  Jean,  Universal  starlet,  and  F. 
T.  Murray  and  B.  B.  Kreisler  from 
the  Universal  Home  Office. 

Dave  Miller,  who  was  an  usher  in 
a  Cleveland  theatre  while  attending 
high  school,  joined  the  Universal  ex- 

change in  Cleveland  in  1920,  and 
thereafter  was  connected  with  the 
Universal  exchanges  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati  and  Chi- 

cago. He  assumed  his  present  post  in 
1938. 

K.M.T.A.  Will  Meet 

In  Topeka  Dec.  17 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  1. — The  annual 

convention  of  the  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatres  Association  will  be  held  in 
Topeka,  Kan.,  Dec.  17,  Frank  Cassil, 
president,  has  announced.  Cassil  indi- 

cated that  the  principal  item  on  the 
exhibitors'  agenda  would  be  the  con- 

sent decree,  since  the  convention  has 
been  postponed  several  times  this  Fall 
until  the  decree  reached  an  outcome. 
With  the  Missouri  and  Kansas  legis- 

latures meeting  in  January,  legislation 
also  will  come  up  for  study. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Second  C horus" 
(Paramount) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  1. 

BORIS  MORROS'  first  production  for  the  studio  he  served  for  years 
■  as  music  department  head,  a  circumstance  exploitable  in  its  own 

right,  supplies  snowmen  the  names  of  Fred  Astaire,  Paulette  Goddard, 
Artie  Shaw  and  his  band,  Charles  Butterworth  and  Burgess  Meredith 
for  purposes  of  marquee  display.  Customers  may  be  informed  that 
Shaw  and  his  band  are  given  ample  footage  in  which  to  display  their 
syncopated  virtuosity,  that  Astaire  executes  two  dance  rountines,  one 
with  Miss  Goddard  and  one  singly  while  directing  an  orchestra,  that 
Butterworth  contributes  a  comedy  routine  in  the  character  he  has 
established  for  himself  and  that  Meredith  departs  from  custom  to  dis- 

play a  talent  for  humor. 
Music  is  the  dominant  factor  in  the  production  and  in  the 

story  by  Frank  Cavett  written  for  the  screen  by  Elaine  Ryan  and  Ian 
McClellan  Hunter.  The  film  tells  of  the  careers  in  music  of  two 
college  boys,  both  trumpet  players,  who  compete  by  fair  means  and 

unfair  for  a  job  in  Shaw's  band  and  the  favor  of  Miss  Goddard. 
Associate  producer  Robert  Stillman  and  director  H.  C.  Potter  have 
cooperated  to  keep  the  music  side  uppermost. 

"Swing  Concerto,"  composed  by  Shaw,  doubtlessly  is  the  number 
to  be  stressed  in  exploitation  directed  at  the  jitterbug  trade.  "Dig  It," 
by  Hal  Borne  and  Johnny  Mercer,  is  the  song  to  which  Astaire  dances 
his  most  characteristic  routine.  Shaw  and  Mercer  collaborated  on 

"Would  You  Like  to  Be  the  Love  of  My  Life,"  Bernie  Hanighen 
collaborating  with  Mercer  on  "Poor  Mr.  Chisholm,"  a  novelty  number 
based  on  the  character  played  by  Butterworth. 

Running  time,  83  minutes.    "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

20th-Fox  Designates 

Week  for  Managers 
The  week  of  Dec.  8  to  14  has  been 

designated  as  Branch  Managers' 
Week  by  20th-Fox  in  the  windup  of 
the  1940  S.  R.  Kent  Drive.  This  will 
be  a  testimonial  to  the  managers  at 
the  local  exchanges.  M.  A.  Levy, 
drive  leader,  who  is  also  Minneapolis 
district  manager,  will  conduct  the 
final  branch  meeting  in  the  drive  at 
the  New  York  exchange  on  Dec.  9. 

Block  Named  Film  Critic 
John  Arthur  Block  has  been  named 

drama  and  film  editor  and  critic  of  the 
American  Banker,  daily  paper  in  the 
banking  field. 

"The  Man  of  the  Hour" 
(Trio  Films,  Inc.) 

Maurice  Chevalier,  in  this  French  film  produced  by  Les  Films  Mar- 
quis, comes  back  to  the  American  audiences  with  the  charm,  good 

humor  and  sprightly  performance  they  were  accustomed  to  in  the  days 
when  the  French  player  was  an  American  screen  favorite. 

Julien  Duvivier  directed  the  picture  and  also  wrote  the  screenplay 
in  collaboration  with  Charles  Spaak.  It  is  a  lively  and  entertaining  yarn 
of  the  hospital  electrician  with  a  secret  desire  to  be  a  vaudeville  star, 
who  after  supplying  blood  for  transfusion  to  a  famed  actress  is  bitten 
by  the  bug  of  fame,  but  finds  public  acclaim  a  fickle  and  hollow  thing. 

Elvire  Popesco  plays  the  famed  actress  capably,  and  Josette  Day  plays 

Chevalier's  sweetheart,  also  possessed  of  stage  yearnings.  Both  are 
disillusioned  in  their  momentary  spotlight,  and  both  find  themselves 
only  too  willing  to  return  to  their  former  lowly  but  happy  state. 
Chevalier  also  has  opportunity  to  play  himself  as  a  recognized  vaude- 

ville star,  and  in  both  parts  renders  several  numbers  in  his  infectious 
style. 

Running  time,  90  minutes.    "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"Design  for  Murder" (World  Pictures) 

The  producer  of  the  celebrated  "Pastor  Hall,"  John  Boulting,  on 
this  occasion  has  filmed  a  gruesome  story  of  a  half-crazed  potential 
murderer  whose  intended  victim  lies  unconscious  in  a  trunk,  while  the 
death  blow  is  planned.  Both  trunk  and  victim  are  shipped  to  a  remote 
house  where  the  crime  is  to  be  completed,  but  the  unexpected  presence 
and  suspicion  of  three  other  parties  lead  to  the  eventual  discovery  of 
the  plot  and  the  intended  victim  is  rescued. 

The  picture  is  grim  and  heavy,  definitely  unsuitable  for  children.  It 
was  made  in  England  with  a  company  of  British  players  under  the 
direction  of  Roy  Boulting. 

Running  time,  60  minutes.    "A."  * 

*  "A"  denotes  adidt  classification. 

Musicians  Dispute 

Rests  With  Court 

Steinreich  Promoted 
Kenneth  P.  Steinreich,  general  sales 

manager  of  the  V.  Loewer's  Gambri- 
nus  Brewery  Co.,  and  a  co-trustee  of 
Fox  Theatres  Corp.,  has  been  elected 
executive  vice-president  of  the  brew- 

ery company. 

Paramount  Club  Meeting 

Charlotte  Wilkinson,  Macy's  fashion 
consultant,  will  be  guest  speaker  to- 

morrow evening  at  a  meeting  spon- 
sored by  the  Paramount  Pep  Club's Educational  Committee  for  company 

employes. 

Briefs  must  be  filed  by  Thursday 
in  the  appeal  to  the  Appellate  Division 
of  the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by  the 
American  Guild  of  Musical  Artists 
from  a  denial  of  an  injunction  which 
would  have  restrained  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians  from  banning 
AGMA  members  from  working  with 
union  musicians.  Oral  argument  was 
heard  Friday  by  the  Appellate  Divi- 

sion, which  reserved  decision. 
Two  former  Court  of  Appeals 

judges,  Frederick  E.  Crane  and  Sam- 
uel Seabury,  represented  the  contend- ing unions.  Crane,  representing 

AGMA,  argued  that  a  trial  in  the 
case  would  be  useless  unless  AGMA 
members  were  granted  a  temporary 
injunction  pending  trial.  He  said  that 
many  instrumentalists  would  be  unable 
to  fulfill  contracts  if  the  order  of 
James  C.  Petrillo,  A.F.M.  president, 
were  not  enjoined.  Crane  charged 
that  Petrillo  had  arbitrary  powers  and 
contended  that  AGMA  and  the  A.F.M. 
were  not  in  competition  with  each 
other. 

Crane  was  supported  in  the  argu- 
ment by  Sidney  Cohen,  AGMA  attor- 

ney, who  asserted  that  the  A.F.  of  L. 
had  no  power  to  decide  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  over  the  instrumental- 

ists because  both  unions  are  autono- 
mous. 

Seabury,  representing  the  A.F.M., 
declared  that  the  order  requiring  in- 

strumentalists to  join  the  A.F.M.  and 
leave  AGMA  was  made  necessary  be- 

cause the  instrumentalists  had  formed 
a  labor  union  and  AGMA  was  a  po- 

tential rival  of  the  A.F.M.  He  asked 
the  court  to  affirm  Justice  Aron 
Steur's  denial  of  the  injunction. 

Ask  Censoring  of 

Films  for  Schools 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  1. — As  the  result 
of  the  showing  of  a  film  circulated 
by  the  German  Railways  Information 
office,  Chicago,  at  Kosciuszko  Junior 
Trade  School  here,  a  resolution  will 
be  submitted  to  the  school  board  re- 

quiring the  city  motion  picture  com- 
mission, the  official  film  censoring 

agency  here,  or  a  committee  of  school 
principals  to  approve  all  films  before 
use  in  the  schools  or  social  centers. 
The  picture,  which  showed  Nazi 

swastikas  and  pictures  of  Hitler,  was 

jeered  by  various  of  the  school's  pu- pils and  its  showing  suspended  before 
the  entire  picture  had  been  run. 

Shipments  Resumed 

In  Texas  Storm  Area 

Dallas,  Dec.  1. — Film  shipments 
are  again  going  through  to  the  Texas 
Panhandle  as  transportation  and  com- 

munication lines  are  approaching  nor- 
mal after  a  breakdown  resulting  from 

the  severe  storm  of  early  last  week. 
The  storm  had  isolated  Amarillo 
and  an  area  within  a  radius  of  50 
miles.  For  about  two  days  exchanges 
here  were  completely  out  of  touch 
with  their  accounts  in  the  section. 
Eastern  New  Mexico  was  also  af- 
fected. 

Open  Pennsylvania  House 
New  Freedom,  Pa.,  Dec.  1. — Lloyd 

Duerr  and  Thomas  Alban  have 
opened  the  500-seat  New  Theatre. 





The  musical  comedy  sensation 

of  the  stage  .  .  .  screened  to 

the  favorite  melodies  of 

Vincent  Youmans  .  .  .  with  a 

happy-  go  -laughing  cast  in 
a  carefree  world  of  gaiety, 

glitter  and  romance! 

CARLSON  *  MATURE  *  YOUNG 

HELEN  BRODERICK  •  ZASU  PITTS  •  EVE  ARDEN 

TAMARA*  BILLY  GILBERT*  STUART  ROBERTSON 

R  K  O 

RADIO 
PICTURES 

V 

HERBERT  WILCOX 

Screen  Play  by  Ken  Englund 

From  the  Musical  Comedy — "No,  No, 
Nanette" — by  Frank  Mandel,  Otto 
Harbach,  Vincent  Youmans,  Emit  Nyitray 

Music  by  Vincent  Youmans  —  Lyrics  by  Irving  Caesar  and  Otto  Harbach 
LITHO  U 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"The  Lonesome  Stranger" 
{M-G-M) 
There  is  much  cause  for  laughter 

as  three  Western  bad  men,  "The  Killer 
Diller  Boys,"  encounter  "The  Lone- 

some Stranger"  and  the  shooting  be- 
gins.  That  is  the  plot  of  this  hilarious 

Cartoon  cleverly  produced  by  Hugh 
1  Harman.    The  "Stranger,"  of  course, 
(conquers  the  bad  men,  as  the  story 
goes,  but  in  no  conventional  manner. 
Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Beautiful  Bali" 
(M-G-M) 
James  A.  Fitzpatrick's  roving  cam- era penetrates  into  the  Balinese  Island 

of  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  The  travel- 
ogue shows  the  natives  at  their  work 

cultivating  rice,  and  in  various  re- 
ligious dances.  The  true  beauty  of  the 

island  has  been  captured  by  the  color 
camera.    Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Marine  Round-Up" 
(Paramount) 
A  deep-sea  expedition  to  roundup 

queer  and  grotesque  fish  for  the  huge 
aquarium  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  is  a 
truly  exciting  adventure  as  seen  in 
this  Grantland  Rice  Sportlight.  The 
capture  at  sea  of  the  mammoth  fish 
and  the  special  care  given  them  in  the 
aquarium  are  seen  vividly.  It  is  a 
splendid  "Sportlight"  subject.  Running 
time,  10  mins. 

"Eugene,  the  Jeep" (Paramount) 
Popeye  receives  the  creature  of  the 

title  from  Olive  and  the  developments 
thereafter  probably  will  be  found 
amusing  by  the  youngsters.  Although 

\  at  first  delighted  with  the  gift,  Popeye 
soon  attempts  to  dispose  of  it  but  with- 

out success.   Running  time,  7  mins. 

Kansas  City  Gives 

;,900  to  'Tin  Pan' 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  L — Considering 

'  weather,  which  mixed  rain,  snow  and 
ice,  first  runs  had  a  good  week.  "Tin 
Pan  Alley"  totaled  $8,900  at  the  Es- 

quire and  Uptown,  $4,000  at  the  for- 
mer and  $4,900  at  the  latter. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  26-28 : 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$4,000.    (Average,  $2,200) 
"Arizona"  (Col.) 
"Nobody's  Children"  (CoL) 
MIDLAND — (4,000)   (35c-44c-60c)   7  days. 

.   Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $9,500) 
'  "City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 

NEWMAN  —  (1,900)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 
Gross:  $6,300.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM  —  (1,500)    (28c-44c)    7  days. 

/  Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Mail"  (Univ.) 
TOWER— (2,200)    (30c)    7    days.  Stage: Lum    &    Abner    &    Revue.    Gross:  $8,500. 

(Average,  $6,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) UPTOWN — (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 
$4,900.    (Average,  $3,000) 

Rapper  Named  Director 
Hollywood,  Dec.  1. — Irving  Rap- 

per, Warner  dialogue  director,  has 
been  promoted  to  a  directorship,  and 
as  his  first  effort  will  handle  "Winged 
Victory." 

Critics9  Quotes  .  .  . 

"LADY  WITH  RED  HAIR"  (Warners) 
Edmund  Grainger  deserves  credit  for  a  remarkable  smooth  production  in 

consideration  of  the  territory  covered,  and  Kurt  Bernhardt  gave  a  clear,  crisp 
interpretation  to  the  story  with  flawless  direction. — Neil  Ran,  Los  Angeles Examiner. 

Claude  Rains  does  noteworthy  work  in  the  rehearsals  with  his  find,  and 
Miss  Hopkins  herself,  with  her  ever  dependable  skill  in  portraying  a  character, 
meets  the  demand  of  a  difficult  role  most  efficiently  ...  an  interesting  sort 

of  picture  in  many  ways,  despite  it  hasn't  a  satisfactory  climax. — Edwin Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 
This  story  as  a  whole  lacks  definition.  .  .  .  Handicapped  by  a  script  which 

calls  for  a  great  many  montage  shots,  and  avoids  a  dramatic  climax,  Kurt 
Bernhardt's  direction  is  smoothest  in  the  scenes  with  David  Belasco. — Los 
Angeles  News. 

"BITTER  SWEET"  (M-G-M) 
Resplendent  with  red  plush  and  gilt ;  also  plumb  full  of  pseudo  hilarity, 

tuneful  waltz  airs,  bustles  and  bonnets — and  dialogue  as  outmoded  as  the 
story's  gay  nineties  setting. — Irene  Thirer,  New  York  Post. 

Lavishly  but  tiresomely  translated  to  the  screen.  .  .  .  Coward's  music  really is  the  only  bright  feature  about  the  work  .  .  .  the  stars  are  what  music  critics 
call  in  admirable  voice. — William  Boehnel,  New  York  World-Telegram. 

It's  a  typical  MacDonald-Eddy  musical,  with  the  generous  song  numbers 
and  the  pretentious  backgrounds  overwhelming  the  libretto  and  with  Miss 
MacDonald  being  very  coy  in  her  non  vocal  moments. — Rose  Pelswick,  New 
York  Journal  American. 

A  melody-filled  tale  done  in  color  at  its  prettiest.  And  Jeanette  MacDonald's 
pink-and-golden  beauty  is  something  over  which  the  color  cameras  themselves 
seem  to  get  a  thrill,  plus  a  desire  to  do  a  splendid  job. — Norman  Clark, 
Baltimore  News  Post. 

"TUGBOAT  ANNIE  SAILS  AGAIN"  (W.  B.) 
The  difference  between  Miss  Dressier  and  Miss  Rambeau  makes  for  the 

difference  between  a  memorable  movie  and  just  another  flicker. — Elsie  Finn, 
Philadelphia  Record. 

It  was,  it  seems  to  us,  a  mistake  to  bring  the  lusty  old  tugboat  queen  back 
to  screen  life.  .  .  .  Though  Miss  Rambeau  works  valiantly  to  imitate  the 
Dressier  mood  and  mannerisms,  the  fact  remains  it  is  an  imitation. — Mildred 
Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

The  picture  is  largely  a  one-woman  job  and  Miss  Rambeau  does  nobly  by 
the  assignment. — Henry  T.  Mwrdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

'Pushers,'  Fields 

$12,000,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  1. — Week's  best grosser  was  $12,000  at  the  Riverside 
with  Shep  Fields'  orchestra  and  "The 
Leather  Pushers."  "Tin  Pan  Alley," 
playing  Fox's  Wisconsin  and  Palace simultaneously  at  higher  admissions, 
grossed  $9,800  and  $6,800,  respectively, for  eight  days. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  27-28 : 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    8  days. Gross:  $7,300.    (Average,  $4,500) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Blcndie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
PALACE— (2,400)  (44c-65c)  8  days.  Gross: $6,800.    (Average,  $4,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

STRAND— (1,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    8  days. Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $1,500) 
'Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th- Fox) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)     (44c-65c)    8  days. Gross:  $9,800.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"The  Leather  Pushers"  (Univ.) 
RIVERSIDE— (2,700)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Shep  Fields.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Aver- age. $6,500) 

Masters  Slated  as 

U.  A.  Western  Head 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

that  he  was  for  several  years  a  sales 
official  in  Boston. 

Schlaifer,  a  veteran  in  the  industry, 
has  been  with  United  Artists  since 
1928  except  for  a  two-year  interlude 
from  1932  to  1934  when  he  served  as 
general  sales  manager  for  Universal. 
He  was  assistant  to  Al  Lichtman  at 
United  Artists  from  1928  to  1932,  and 
returned  to  the  company  in  1934  as 
Western  general  sales  manager,  hav- 

ing been  elected  a  vice-president  last 
year.  Prior  to  1928,  he  served  in  ex- 

ecutive distribution  and  theatre  posts 
with  Universal.  He  first  entered  the 
industry  in  1912. 

'Dictator'  Terms  in 

S.  A.  70%  of  Gross 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

ture  ever  released  by  it.  The  deal 
was  made  with  Clement  Lococo  and 
for  a  simultaneous  premiere  in  three 
Buenos  Aires  theatres,  Dec.  26.  The 
premiere  houses  are :  the  Opera,  Sui- 
pacha  and  Normandie. 

Other  deals,  all  on  similar  terms 
and  including  a  70-30  per  centage,  are 
with  the  Rex,  in  Colon,  Panama ;  a 
four-theatre  premiere  at  Soerabaja, 
Java,  at  the  Capitol,  Luxor,  Krang- 
gan  and  Flora,  and  with  the  Shaw  cir- 

cuit at  Penang,  Straits  Settlements. 

Operators  Win  Suit 
Over  ITOA  Contract 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Mario  S.  DiPirro  to  pay  $729  in  back 
wages,  plus  interest  and  costs. 

Eight  theatres,  including  the  Taft, 
refused  to  recognize  the  right  of  the 
I.T.O.A.  to  negotiate  wage  increases 
for  them  and  resigned  from  that  or- 

ganization when  the  increase  and 
\acation  were  agreed  upon.  Justice 
DiPirro  struck  out  the  answer  served 

by  the  defense  as  "sham  and  frivolous" and  granted  summary  judgment.  Jos- 
eph D.  Basson,  president,  brought  the 

iuit  on  behalf  of  the  union. 

Mexico  Plans  Aid 

To  Film  Industry 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

would  be  of  mutual  benefit — Holly- 
wood getting  low  costs  and  Mexico  a 

thrust  forward  for  her  picture  busi- 
ness, yet  in  such  a  way  that  the  pres- 
tige of  the  industry  would  not  be hurt. 

This  proposition  is  expected  to  go 
forward  with  the  turn  of  the  year,  by 
which  time,  it  is  hoped,  the  new  Gov- 

ernment will  have  settled  down  to  busi- 
ness, so  that  the  political  and  eco- 

nomic situations  will  be  cleared  up 
and  business  will  have  a  reasonable 
idea  of  where  it  is  going. 

Hughes  Film  Under  Way 
Hollywood,  Dec.  1. — "The  Out- 

law," first  Howard  Hughes  film  for 
20th  Century-Fox  release,  is  expected 
to  be  completed  for  release  in  Febru- 

ary or  March.  It  will  star  Walter 
Huston.  Shooting  is  currently  under 
way  on  location  in  Arizona. 

'Tin  Pan'  at  $12,000 

Strong  in  Baltimore 
Baltimore,  Dec.  1. — The  holiday 

business  around  Thanksgiving  time 
proved  to  be  the  best  in  years  in  Bal- 

timore. It  continued  strong  through- 
out the  week.  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  at  the 

New  took  $12,000  and  "The  Letter"  at the  Stanley  did_  $19,000. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  27 : 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY— (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  days. Gross:  $14,000.    (Average,  $10,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average.  $9,000) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)     (15c-28c-35c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $7,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

STANLEY— (3,280)   (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $19,000.    (Average,  $12,000) "Vou'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
HIPPODROME  —  (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days.  Leni  Lynn  topping  a  vari- 
ety stage  show;  "Music  Hall  Varieties." Gross:  $16,000.    (Average,  $14,C00) 

'Nellie  Kelly'  Gets 

$8,500,  New  Haven 
New  Haven,  Dec.  1. — "Little  Nelly 

Kelly"  and  "Hullabaloo"  at  the  Loew- 
Poli  took  $8,500  and  moved  to  the 

College.  Second  week  of  "Escape" and  "Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  grossed 
$2,900  at  the  College. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27 : "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)   (39c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $2,900.    (Average,  $2,700) 

"Little  Nelly  Kelly"  (M-G-M) "Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $8,500.    (Average,  $8,000) "Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)    (39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"South  of  Suez"  W.  B.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Rites  for  Mrs.  McClintick 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  1. — Funeral services  were  held  late  last  week  for 
Mrs.  Ada  Parsons  McClintick,  56, 
cashier  at  the  Aladdin  Theatre  here 
for  years,  and  sister  of  one  of  the 
owners,  William  Parsons,  who  died 
early  in  the  week.  Burial  was  at  Jop- lin,  Mo. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

IN  the  "Salesorials"  column  of  the  Dynamo,  house  organ  for  20th  Century- Fox,  appears  a  comparison  of  the  relative  values  of  newspaper  and  radio 
for  film  exploitation.  After  declaring  that  exploitation  broadcasts  for  pic- 

tures are  "becoming  as  common  as  quiz  programs,"  it  continues :  "There  is 
no  way  of  telling  just  what  bearing  such  constant  exploitation  has  on  the 
box-office.  One  thing  is  certain:  a  poor  broadcast  will  keep  people  from  box- 
offices  in  that  the  broadcast  will  not  promote  further  interest  in  the  picture 
it  was  designed  to  exploit.  That  is  where  newspaper  advertising  has  an 
advantage.   No  newspaper  display  ad  ever  turned  away  a  potential  customer." 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  John.  Donahue  has  been,  named  NBC-Blue  salesman 

in  the  Detroit  office  by  Edgar  Kobak,  vice-president  in  charge  of  Blue  sales. 
Robert  White,  who  previously  represented  the  Red  and  Blue,  will  handle 
only  the  Red  in  the  future.  Donahue  has  been  sales  contact  man  for  Trans- 
american  for  the  past  two  years.  .  .  .  Ken  R.  Dyke,  NBC  sales  promotion 
manager,  leaves  today  for  Cincinnati  and  tomorrow  will  address  both  a  sales 
meeting  of  the  Andrew  Je<rgens  Co.  in  that  city  and  the  NBC  public  sendee 
forum  meeting  in  Chicago.  .  .  .  H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  NBC  commentator,  will  act 
as  special  interrogator  on  Thursday's  "America's  Toivn  Meeting  of  the  Air," 
over  N BC-Blue.  .  .  .  Charles  C.  Barry  of  NBC  in  Washington  has  been 
named  director  of  the  Mile-O-Dimes  division  of  the  "Fight  Infantile  Paraly- 

sis" campaign  and  has  taken  a  leave  of  absence  from  NBC  until  Jan.  30  to devote  full  time  to  the  activity.  .  .  .  Bill  Small,  tenor,  is  the  latest  addition 
to  the  cast  of  the  "1100  Reviezv"  over  WOV. 

•  •  • 

The  Pan-American  movement  is  receiving  support  from  XERH,  Mexi- 
co City,  which  has  installed  "Pan-American  Hour"  as  a  regular  Tuesday 

night  feature.  The  program  urges  unity,  uses  Pan-American  music,  ad- 
vertises tourist  interest  in  Mexico.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  Mexican 

Government's  tourist  department.  The  station  is  owned  by  the  magazine Hoy. 
•  •  • 

Mutual  acquired  its  163rd  affiliate  yesterday  when  KXFJ,  Grand  Junc- 
tion, Col.,  joined  the  network.  The  station  operates  on  1,200  k.c.  with  250 

watts,  unlimited  time.  .  .  .  Another  Mutual  station,  WAIR,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C,  which  now  operates  on  1,250  k.c.  days  only,  will  shift  to  1,310  k.c.  with 
250  watts,  full  time,  in  February,  and  will  make  another  frequency  shift,  to 
1,340  k.c.  during  the  reallocation  under  the  Havana  Treaty. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Voice  of  Firestone''  will  mark  its  \2th  year  on  NBC- 
Red  tonight  with  an  ail-request  program  at  8  :30  P.M.  .  .  .  Old  Gold  is  now 
sponsoring  Dick  Fishell's  sports  resumes  over  WHN  Mondays  through Saturdays.  .  .  .  Modern  Industrial  Bank  has  signed  a  S2-iveek  contract  with 
WMCA  calling  for  24  quarter-hour  periods  weekly. 

U.  S.  Denies  It 

Plans  to  Probe 

Air  'Monopoly' 

Washington,  Dec.  1. — Depart- 
ment of  Justice  officials  over  the 

weekend  said  there  was  nothing 

in  reports  that  the  anti-trust  divi- 
sion was  preparing  to  investigate 

monopoly  in  broadcasting  on  the 
basis  of  the  FCC  network  report. 
FCC  hearings  on  the  report  of  its 
monopoly  committee  start  tomor- row. 

It  was  explained  that  the 
Justice  Department  "has  been 
in  and  out"  of  the  radio  situa- 

tion for  a  number  of  months 
and  that  no  new  action  was 
planned  at  this  time. 

Officials'  denial  of  any  change  in  the 
situation  was  evoked  by  reports  that 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  would  initiate  an  investigation 
as  soon  as  adequate  personnel  became 
available,  and  that  the  FCC  monopoly 
committee  report  had  been  transmitted 
to  the  department  without  recommen- 

dation but  with  the  suggestion  it  be 
studied  to  determine  whether  any  vio- 

lation of  law  had  occurred. 
With  a  new  investigation  in  the  food 

trades  just  instituted,  and  with  other 
important  actions  in  the  mill,  includ- 

ing the  building  trades  and  oil  situa- 
tions, Department  officials  said  it  might 

be  a  long  time  before  personnel  was 
released  for  an  inquiry  into  broadcast- 

ing, if  such  a  probe  was  decided  upon 
at  all. 

'America'  Plagiarism, 
Coast  Suit  Charges 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  1. — Alfred  H. 
Arrons,  80-year-old  song  writer,  has 
filed  suit  here  charging  plagiarism  of 
his  song,  "America,  My  Home  Is  So 
Fair,"  in  Irving  Berlin's  "God  Bless 
America."  In  addition  to  Berlin,  de- 

fendants are  Irving  Berlin,  Inc.,  Kate 
Smith,  Ascap,  NBC,  CBS  and  100 
John  and  Jane  Does.  He  asks  the 
court  to  fix  damages. 

Gene  Raymond  Here 
Gene  Raymond  arrived  yesterday 

and  will  attend  the  concert  of  his 
wife,  Jeanette  MacDonald,  at  White 
Plains  Community  Center.  Wednes- 

day night. 

Ticket  Broker  Law 

Upheld  on  Appeal 
Constitutionality  of  the  New  York 

State  law  restricting  all  ticket  broker- 
age firms  to  a  maximum  advance  of 

75  cents  per  ticket  was  upheld  on 
Friday  by  the  Appellate  Division  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  decision, 
which  unanimously  affirmed  a  ruling 
of  Supreme  Court  Justice  J.  Sidney 
Bernstein,  denied  an  application  of 
seven  New  York  ticket  brokers  to  re- 

strain the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
No  opinion  was  handed  down  by 

the  court.  The  ticket  brokers  had 
contended  that  the  law  was  unconsti- 

tutional because  it  was  arbitrary  in 
nature,  and  that  the  theatre  was  not 
a  subject  of  public  interest.  William 
A.  Hyman,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs, 
announced  that  he  would  appeal  the 
decision  to  the  State  Court  of  Ap- 

peals. 
To  Remodel  Exchange 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  1. — The  local 

20th  Century-Fox  exchange  building 
is  to  be  remodeled.  Jack  Lang  and 
E.  H.  McFarland  of  the  home  office 
were  here  recently  in  connection  with 
the  plans. 

Buy  in  Manheim,  Pa. 
Manheim,  Pa.,  Dec.  1. — The  Orbet 

Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Shillington,  Pa., 
have  bought  the  Auditorium  from 
William  F.  and  Margaret  Kneller  for 

$50,000. 

To  Reissue  Series 

Of  French  Pictures 
A  series  of  12  French  films  previ- 

ously released,  is  ready  for  distribu- 
tion by  the  newly  formed  Datlowe 

Productions,  of  which  J.  J.  Balaber  is 
executive  director. 

The  films  include :  "Le  Bonheur," 
"The  Orderly,"  "The  Barber  of  Se- 

ville," "The  Bells,"  "Ciboulette," 
"Marie  Chapdelaine,"  "The  Last  Mil- 

lionaire," "Charlemagne,"  "Pension 
Mimosa,"  "Les  Petits,"  "Lac-aux- 
Dames"  and  "Mysteries  of  Paris." 

Defense  Affecting 

Shipments  Abroad 
Erpi's  shipments  of  equipment 

abroad  have  begun  to  feel  the  pinch 
of  the  national  defense  program,  ac- 

cording to  E.  S.  Gregg,  general  for- 
eign manager  of  the  company. 

Delivery  schedules,  especially,  are 
subject  to  delay  and  alteration,  Gregg says. 

RKO  Sued  Over  Film 
Seeking  an  injunction  to  restrain 

the  exhibition  of  the  picture  "I'm 
Still  Alive,"  and  to  bar  the  use  of  her 
name  in  advertising,  Helen  Twelve- 
trees  on  Friday  filed  suit  in  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  RKO.  The 
complaint  asks  $100,000  damages.  Miss 
Twelvetrees  claims  that  the  film  de- 

scribes her  life  "with  certain  libelous 
and  fictionalized  exceptions." 

Radio  to  Get 

Wider  Scope 

In  War  Plans 

Washington,  Dec.  1. — The  De- 
fense Communications  Board  tonight 

broadened  the  scope  of  the  participa- 
tion which  will  be  permitted  broad- 

casters in  the  development  of  plans 
for  war-time  control  of  communica- tions. 

In  addition  to  their  own  particular 
advisory  committees — domestic  broad- 

casting and  international  broadcasting 
— the  board  announced  that  broadcast- 

ers also  may  be  represented  on  the 

Industry  Advisory  Committee  "when- ever a  problem  involving  domestic  or 
international  broadcasting  shall  arise." 

An  invitation  to  name  a  representa- 
tive to  the  International  Broadcasting 

Committee  was  extended  the  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters,  not  origi- 

nally included  in  the  group  from 
which  nominations  were  sought. 

Representation  of  the  broadcasters 
on  the  industry  advisory  committee 
will  give  them  a  voice  in  the  most 
important  group  working  under  the 
defense  board.  The  duties  of  that  com- 

mittee include  the  submission  of  ex- 
pert advice  to  the  Board  and  recom- mendations on  such  problems  as  come 

before  it.  It  also  will  be  a  liaison  link 
between  the  board  and  the  industry  in 
the  handling  of  questions  of  policy. 

Open  Air  Monopoly 

Hearings  at  Capital 

Washington,  Dec.  1. — Members  of 
the  Federal  Communications  Com- 

mission will  meet  tomorrow  to  listen 
to  two  days  of  criticism  of  the  chain 
broadcasting  report  submitted  last 
June  by  the  monopoly  committee 
headed  by  former  Commissioner  Thad H.  Brown. 

Representatives  of  the  networks  are 
scheduled  to  appear  to  present  their 
views  on  the  report,  which  was  the 
basis  of  the  lengthy  investigation  con- 

ducted last  Summer  by  the  Senate 
Interstate  Commerce  Committee  when 

it  was  considering  Brown's  nomination for  another  term  on  the  commission. 
Both  Columbia  Broadcasting  Sys- 

tem, whose  Paramount :  deal  was  dis- cussed at  length  and  unfavorably  in 

the  report,  and  the  National  Broad- 
casting Co.,  whose  1932  anti-trust  suit 

strategy  was  not  included  but  was 
exposed  by  the  Senate  committee,  are 
expected  to  contend  through  counsel 
that  the  FCC  committee's  findings 
regarding  the  domination  of  the  chains 
are  not  based  on  proved  fact.  Mutual 
Broadcasting  System  also  will  be  rep- resented. 

Several  other  organizations  of 
broadcasters  also  are  expected  to  be 
represented  during  the  hearings. 

Buys  N.  C.  Theatre 
North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C,  Dec.  1,  I 

—J.  W.  Allen,  of  North  Wilkesboro,  j 
has  purchased  the  New  Orpheum  here  j 
from  Receiver  Kyle  Hayes  for  $11-1 
000.  The  theatre  is  operating  under  9 
Allen's  personal  direction. 

Proposed  Air  Rules 
Attacked  in  Senate 

Washington,  Dec.  1.— Pro- 
posed Federal  regulation  of 

broadcasting  would  "strangle, 
if  not  impose  a  death  sen- 

tence upon  the  established 
networks,"  Senator  Gurney  of South  Dakota  told  the  Senate 
on  Friday.  Referring  to  the 
hearings  on  FCC  monopoly  re- 

port, starting  tomorrow,  Gur- 
ney declared  the  report  had 

been  "generally  discredited because  of  its  inaccuracy  and 
demonstrable  bias."  He  charg- 

ed that  if  the  FCC  adopts  the 
proposed  rules  it  would  ex- 

ceed its  authority. 
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RESERVE 

POWER 

CAMERAMEN  depend  on  the  extra  abil- 

ity of  each  Eastman  negative  film  to 

meet  inevitable  emergencies,  and  by  so 

doing  to  help  maintain  exacting  shooting 

schedules.  This  reserve  power  always 

has  distinguished  Eastman  raw  films. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 
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O'Shea  Named 

New  M-G-M 

Division  Head 

Rodgers  Makes  General 
Sales  Realignment 

M-G-M  yesterday  announced  the 
formation  of  a  new  sales  division  to 

be  headed  by  E.  K.  O'Shea,  the  ap- 
pointment of  four  new  district  man- 

agers and  a  number  of  promotions 
from  the  ranks  involving  new 
branch  managers. 

The  realignment  was  made  by  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sale , 

manager   at   the   company's  national sales   meeting  in   Chicago   over  the 
weekend  and  is  believed  to  be  designed 
to  meet  the  new   selling  conditions 
which  will  be  imposed  by  the  opera- 

tion of  the  consent  decree  next  season. 
The  changes  will  become  effective  Jan. 
1,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

M-G-M  is  the  second  of  the 
five   companies  to  realign  its 
sales  organization  in  anticipa- 

tion   of    decree  requirements, 
Warners  having  been  the  first, 
when  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general 
sales  manager,  effected  similar 
changes  last  week.  Twentieth 
Century-Fox    home   office  and 
studio  executives  will  meet  in 
Hollywood  next  month  to  con- 

sider   decree    effects    on  that 

company's  sales  and  production operations. 
The  new  M-G-M  sales  division  un- 

der O'Shea,  former  New  York  dis- 
trict manager  for  the  company,  will 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

London  Theatre  Business 

25%  of  Normal,  Says  Rose 

Deny  Schlaifer  Out; 
Masters  Promoted 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  of 
United  Artists  in  charge  of  distribu- 

tion, yesterday  denied  that  Haskell 
Masters,  Canadian  Division  Manager, 
would  become  Western  general  sales 
manager  of  the  company,  as  was  re- 

ported, and  stated  that  L.  J.  Schlaifer, 
who  is  still  Western  general  sales 
manager,  has  not  resigned.  Schlaifer 
is  on  vacation.  Kelly  states  that  Mas- 

ters is  being  considered  for  a  post 
with  broader  duties. 

Reviewed  Today 
"Little  Men"  is  reviewed  on 

Page  5.  Reviews  of  "The 
Bank  Dick"  and  "San  Fran- 

cisco Docks,"  from  Hollywood, 
and  of  "The  Son  of  Monte 
Cristo"  are  on  Page  6. 

Production    Continuing ; 
Provinces  Suffering 

Only  Slight  Loss 

By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 

David  Rose,  Paramount's  managing director  for  England,  who  arrived 
from  Europe  late  last  week,  stated 
yesterday  theatre  business  in  the  Lon- 

don area  is  now  only  20  to  25  per  cent 
of  normal,  with  about  200  theatres 
closed  and  about  1,600  still  operating, 
and  that  Paramount's  British  business 
was  better  by  10  per  cent  than  last 
year.  Also,  that  despite  the  war,  the 
British  people  prefer  straight  enter- 

tainment films  rather  than  propaganda. 
Theatres  present  nine  performances 

weekly  consisting  of  daily  matinees, 
and  two  performances  on  Saturdays 
and  Sundays.  Admissions  scales  in 
the  West  End  area  are  being  main- tained at  $2  top. 

"England  will  not  only  survive  but 
be  victorious,"  Rose  stated.  Effects 
of  the  bombings  on  large  British  cities, 
on  the  British  people  and  their  busi- 

ness activities  are  negligible  and  ap- 
pear overemphasized  in  the  American 

press.  "Business  as  usual"  is  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception  and  the 
morale  of  the  people  is  high  and 
strong,  Rose  said. 

Production  in  England  by  American 
companies  is  continuing^  and  the  great- 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Grosses  Up  After 

Letdown  With  'Tin 

Pan,'  'Police'  Strong 

Grosses  held  up  strong  on  Broad- 
way over  the  weekend  following  a 

letdown  during  last  week. 
The  second  week  of  Sunday  shows 

on  Broadway's  legitimate  stages  was 
pronounced  a  success  by  James  F. 
Reilly,  executive  secretary  of  the 
League  of  New  York  Theatres.  Eight 
shows,  in  addition  to  "It  Happens 
On  Ice"  which  has  always  had  Sun- 

day performances,  gave  Sunday  night 
shows,  and  one  had  a  matinee  in  addi- tion. 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  with  a  stage  show 
continued  to  pile  up  big  grosses  at  the 
Roxy,  drawing  an  estimated  $36,200 
for  the  first  four  days  of  the  second 
week.  Another  big  holdover  was 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  with 
Glen  Gray's  band  on  the  stage  of  the Pramount  which  drew  an  estimated 
$18,000  over  the  weekend  and  should 
garner  about  $35,000  for  the  fourth 
week  which  ends  tonight. 

"Bitter  Sweet"  with  a  stage  show 
was  good  for  an  estimated  $51,000  for 
the  first  four  days  of  the  second  week 
at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  and  will 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Patterson  to  Be  on  Board 

Of A.A.A.^Hazen  on  Budgets 

Deny  Music  Strike 

To  Support  Ascap 

Chicago,  Dec.  2. — That  a  general 
sympathy  strike  of  musicians  to  aid 
ASCAP  in  its  fight  against  the  net- 

works impends  is  officially  denied  by 
union  headquarters  here.  Officials  of 
the  musicians'  union  say  they  have  no 
knowledge  of  such  an  eventuality. 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  2. — Giuseppe 
Pipitone,  head  of  the  local  musicians' union,  said  today  following  conclusion 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  a  reported  general 
musicians'  strike  in  support  of  Ascap 
against  radio  networks. 
Henry  Dupre,  WWL  program  di- 

rector, said  that  there  was  no  threat 
of  a  strike  in  this  city. 

Richard  C.  Patterson,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  RKO,  it  was  reported 
yesterday,  is  to  become  a  member  of 
the  board  of  di- rectors   of  the 

American  Arbi- 
tration Associa- tion. 

Also,  Joseph 
Hazen,  of  the 
Warner  Bros, 
home  office  le- 

gal department, 
will  be  the  "Big 5"  representa- 

tive on  the  New 

York  case  con- 
sent decree  ar- bitration budget 

committee,  C.  V. 

Whitney,  presi- dent of  the  A. 

A.  A.,  announced.  Others  on  the  bud- (Continued  on  page  5) 

R.  C.  Patterson 

Master  Urges 

Dismissals  in 

B  &  K  Decree 

Gov't  to  Move  for  N.  Y. 
Decree  Substitution 

Chicago,  Dec.  1. — Special  Master 
Edgar  Eldredge  today  recommended the  dismissal  of  all  defendants  in  the 
Government's  conspiracy  case  involv- 

ing charges  of  violations  of  the  Bala- ban  &  Katz  consent  decree  in  a  report 
submitted  to  Federal  Judge  Charles 
E.  Woodward. 

The  report,  which  must  be  approyed 

by  Judge  Woodward  before  becoming- effective,  pointed  out  that  the  Govern- ment has  abandoned  some  of  the 
charges  contained  in  the  original  com- 

plaint. The  Government  has  until 
April  1  to  enter  objections  to  the  find- ings. 

Government  attorneys  in  New  York 
stated  recently  that  they  would  move 
for  dismissal  of  the  B.  &  K.  consent 
decree  violation  charges  and  the  sub- 

stitution for  that  decree  of  the  con- 
sent decree  ending  the  New  York 

Federal  anti-trust  suit,  pursuant  to  an 

agreement  reached  earlier  with  Para- mount in  the  New  York  case. 
Under  the  settlement,  B.  &  K.  Man- 

agement Corp.  is  to  be  fined  $10,000 
for  decree  violation. 

Col.  Seeks  U.  S. 

Suit  Dismissal 

A  motion  to  dismiss  the  Govern- 
ment's New  York  anti-trust  suit  has 

been  filed  in  U.  S.  District  court  here 
by  Columbia  and  will  be  argued  before 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  on Thursday. 

The  motion  to  dismiss  was  made  by 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  Columbia  coun- 

sel. If  granted,  it  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  ending  the  anti-trust  suit  inso- 
far as  the  three  non-consenting  com- 

panies are  concerned. 
Columbia,  United  Artists  and  Uni- 

versal will  oppose  the  Government's right  to  file  an  amended  complaint (Continued  on  page  5) 

Curtis  of  Eastman 

In  Army  Air  Corps 
Rochester,  Dec.  2. — Edward  Peck 

Curtis,  World  War  flyer  and  motion 
picture  film  sales  manager  for  East- 

man Kodak  Co.,  has  returned  to  the 
service  of  the  United  States  Army  air 
arm.  He  will  be  commissioned  as  a 
major  in  the  Air  Corps  and  will  work 
in  the  Plans  and  Operations  Section. 

Am 
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Good  Guess 

Albany,  Dec.  2.— Gov.  Her- 
bert H.  Lehman  of  New  York 

rang  the  bell  for  a  second 
year  with  a  budget  estimate 
last  February  of  $300,000  re- 

ceipts by  the  censor  board  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1940.  Gross  receipts  were 
$311,800.  The  preceding  year 
Governor  Lehman  had  esti- 

mated $300,000  and  the  total 
was  $298,023.50. 

Personal  Mention 

Warners  Complete 

Picture  in  England 
Warners  have  completed  production 

of  "An  Empire  Is  Built"  at  the  Ted- 
dington  Studio  near  London,  according 
to  reports  to  the  home  office.  The 
film,  starring  John  Gielgud  and  Diana 
Wynyard,  is  expected  to  arrive  here 
Dec.  14.  It  was  directed  by  Thorold 
Dickinson. 

Walker  Confirms  Date 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  2.  —  Definite 
word  has  been  received  from  Frank 
C.  Walker,  Postmaster  General,  that 
he  would  be  present  at  the  sixth 
annual  banquet  of  the  Philadelphia 
Variety  Club  Dec.  12  at  the  Bellevue- 
Stratford,  it  was  announced  by  Ted 
Schlanger,  chairman. 

Grainger  to  Gloversville 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  presi- 
dent, left  for  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  last 

night  to  negotiate  a  product  deal  with 
the  Schine  circuit.  He  is  due  back 
Thursday. 

MAURICE  SILVERSTONE  ar- rived in  New  York  from  the 
Coast  yesterday.  i • 
Leon  D.  Netter>  Paramount  home 

office  theatre  executive,  left  yesterday 
on  a  10-day  business  trip  to  Atlanta, 
Jacksonville  and  Miami. 

_..  • Dave  Palfreyman  of  the  M.P.P. 
D.A.  has  returned  from  Indianapolis. 

• 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  divi- 
sion sales  manager  of  Universal,  is 

back  from  Boston  and  Cleveland. 
• 

James  Mulvey  has  returned  from 
Coast. 

Steve  Pallos,  Alexander  Korda 
representative,  has  returned  from  a 
four  week's  business  trip  through  the 
West. 

B.  B.  Kreisler,  Universal  short 
subject  sales  head,  has  returned  from 
Cleveland. 

• 

John  B.  Kimmis,  manager  of  Fa- 
bian's  Staten   Theatre,   New  Dorp, 

S.  L,  has  been  appointed  first  lieuten- ant in  the  New  York  National  Guard. 
• 

Larry  Graver,  Warner  Theatres 
Philadelphia  district  manager,  is  at 
the  Lankenau  Hospital  for  a  tonsil 
operation. • 
Glenn  Norris,  20th  Century-Fox 

salesman  in  Washington,  and  Mrs. 
Norris  recently  became  the  parents  of 
a  10-pound  girl. 

LEO  SPITZ  arrived  here  yester- day from  Chicago. 
• 

Charles  Schwartz  of  Schwartz 
arid  Frohlich  is  due-  back  tomorrow 
from  the  Coast. 

William  J.  Heineman,  Western 
division  sales  manager  for  Universal, 
has  returned  from  Denver. 

• 
David  Rose,  Maurice  Bergman, 

Sam  Shain,  Morgan  Kaufman, 
Erno  Rapee,  Morris  Kinzler,  Ralph 
Austrian,  Russell  Holman,  Owen 
Davis,  William  Orr,  David  Levy, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  J.  J.  Unger  and 
Charles  M.  Reagan  having  lunch 
yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor. 

William  A.  Scully,  Stanton 
Griffis,  Barney  Balaban,  Harry 
Buxbaum,  Joseph  Lee,  Robert  Weit- 
man,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Arthur 
Loew,  Clayton  Bond,  Sidney  Phil- 

lips and  John  Golden  at  Sardi's  for lunch  yesterday. 
• 

Irving  Berlin,  William  and  Lou 
Brandt,  Joseph  Pincus  and  Joseph 
Moskowitz  lunching  yesterday  at  Lin- 
dy's  (51st  St.). 

Harry  Buckley,  Emanuel  Silver- 
stone,  Al  Margolies,  Abe  Monta- 

gue, Arthur  Silverstone  and  Lou 
Weinberg  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Ri- 
voli)  yesterday  for  lunch. • 

Charles  Paine,  Jack  Goetz,  Mau- 
rice Freeman  and  Martin  Mosko- 
witz lunching  at  the  Tavern  yester- day. 

A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of  RKO 
exchange  operations,  is  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

• 
Andre  R.  Heymann  has  returned 

from  a  10-day  trip  to  Hollywood. 
• 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  I.  Zackim 
have  returned  from  a  honeymoon  at 
Virginia  Beach.  She  js  the  former 
Florence  Steinberg,  secretary  to 
Harry  Gittelson  at  RKO. 

Postpone  Schenck  Trial 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 

terday postponed  trial  of  Joseph  M. 
Schenck  and  Joseph  H.  Moskowitz 
until  Dec.  9  on  request  of  both  sides. 
The  U.  S.  attorney's  office  revealed that  trial  of  the  tax  action  would  not 
start  until  early  in  February,  since 
Harold  Corbin,  Schenck's  attorney, 
would  be  engaged  in  another  case  un- til that  time. 

KAO  Sets  $3.50  Dividend 
The  board  of  directors  of  Keith- 

Albee-Orpheum  Corp.  has  declared  a 
dividend  out  of  operating  surplus  of 
$3.50  per  share  on  the  seven  per 
cent  cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock,  for  the  quarters  ended  June 
30  and  Sept.  30,  1938,  payable  Dec.  19 
to  stockholders  of  record  Dec.  13. 

Pathe  Votes  SO  Cents 
The  board  of  directors  of  Pathe 

Film  Corp.  has  declared  a  dividend  of 
30  cents  per  share  on  the  common 
stock,  payable  Dec.  30  to  stockholders 
of  record  Dec.  10. 

Nominate  Academy 

Governing  Board 

Hollywood,  Dec.  2. — Ballots  for  the 
annual  election  of  Academy  of  M.  P. 
Arts  and  Sciences  board  of  governors 
will  be  sent  out  Dec.  12.  Three  from 
each  branch  are:  to  be  selected,  and 
they  will  elect  officers.  Other  nomi- 

nations may  be  made  by  petition.  The 
polls  close  Dec.  20. 

Meanwhile,  officers  are  planning  for 
the  1941  Academy  Awards,  with  Wal- 

ter Wanger,  president,  authorized  to 
ask  the  Screen  Actors,  Directors  and 
Writers  guilds  to  again  participate  orr 
the  awards  committee. 

Nominations  for  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors are:  actors,  Edward  Arnold, 

Fay  Bainter,  Donald  Crispt  Bette  Da- 
vis, Greer  Garson,  Gene  Lockhart,  Ty- 

rone Power,  Rosalind  Russell,  James 
Stewart;  directors,  Frank  Capra,  Mi- 

chael Curtiz,  C.  B.  deMille,  Garson 
Kanin,  Frank  Lloyd,  Mervin  LeRoy, 
Ernst  Lubitsch,  Sam  Wood,  William 

Wyler. 
Producers,  Henry  Blanke,  Y.  Frank 

Freeman,  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  Sol  Lesser, 
Kenneth  MacGowan,  Joe  Pasternak, 
David  O.  Selznick,  Walter  Wanger, 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck;  writers,  Sidney  R. 
Buchman,  Howard  Estabrook,  James 
Hilton,  Talbot  Jennings,  Jane  Murfin, 
Norman  Reilly  Raine,  Robert  Riskin, 
Allan  Scott,  Carey  Wilson. 

Science  branch  of  the  Academy, 
Bernard  Herzbrun,  Jack  Otterson, 
Farciot  Edouard,  Ray  Wilkinson, 
John  O.  Aalberg,  Nathan  Levinson, 
Thomas  T.  Moulton,  Anne  Bauchens, 
Harold  J.  McCord. 

Fabian  Plans  Annual 

Dinner  Dance  Jan,  IS 
The  Staten  Island  Fabian  Theatres 

employes  second  annual  dinner  dance 
will  be  held  Jan.  16  at  the  Meurot 
Club.  The  party  this  year  will  take  the 
form  of  a  barn  dance. 

The  following  committee  has  been 
named  to  arrange  the  affair :  John 
Kimmis,  entertainment ;  Elihu  Glass, 
advertising;  Henry  Suchman,  tickets; 
Edgar  Goth,  publicity;  Arthur  Lane, 
house ;  Roy  Sherker,  purser ;  Sig 
Kasse,  refreshments. 

Ostrow  with  20th-Fox 
Hollywood,  Dec.  2. — Lou  Ostrow 

was  signed  today  by  20th  .  Century- 
Fox  as  producer. 
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Better  than 

"HE  STAYED 

FOR  BREAKFAST" 

A    COLUMBIA  PICTURE 
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More  thrilling,  more  romantic  than 

THE  COUNT  OF  MONTE  CRISTO! 

^  son  or 

MONTE  CRISTO starring 

LOUIS  HAYWARD  •  JOAN  BENNETT 

wm  GEORGE  SANDERS 

FLORENCE  BATES  •  MONTAGU  LOVE 
screenplay  by  George  Bruce  •  directed  by  Rowland  V  Lee 

a  Rowland  V.  Lee  production 
Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 
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O'Shea  Named 

New  M-G-M 

Division  Head 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
be  known  as  the  Central  division.  It 
will  consist  of  the  Buffalo,  Cleveland, 
Detroit  and  Pittsburgh  offices,  headed 
by  John  J.  Maloney,  district  manager ; 
the  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis  and  Indian- 

apolis offices,  headed  by  Harris  P. 
Wolfberg,  district  manager,  and  the 
Kansas  City,  Memphis  and  Oklahoma 
City  offices,  headed  by  the  newly  ap- 

pointed district  manager,  Burtus  Bish- 
op, Jr.  .  . 

The  other  new  district  managers 
are:  John  P.  Byrne,  in  charge  of  the 
Des  Moines,  Omaha,  Denver  and  Salt 
Lake  City  offices  ;  Rudolph  Berger,  in 
charge  of  the  Washington  and  Char- 

lotte offices,  and  John  J.  Bowen,  in 
charge  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Under  the  realignment,  Thomas  J. 

Connors,  division  manager,  will  super- 
vise the  sales  districts  headed  by  Bow- 

en,  Berger,  Charles  E.  Kessnich,  Mau- 
rice N  Wolf,  the  Philadelphia  office 

headed  by  Robert  Lynch  and  the  Ca- 
nadian offices ;  and  Edward  M.  Saun- 

ders, division  manager,  will  supervise 
the  districts  headed  by  Byrne,  John  E. 
Flynn  and  George  A.  Hickey. 

Wolf's  district  includes  the  Boston, 
New  Haven  and  Albany  offices  ;  Kess- 
nich's,  Atlanta,  Dallas  and  New  Or- 

leans ;  Flynn's,  Milwaukee,  Chicago 
and  Minneapolis,  and  Hickey's  Los Angeles,  Seattle,  Portland  and  San 
Francisco. 

Other  promotions  include :  Thomas 
J.  Donaldson,  formerly  New  Haven 
branch  manager,  to  branch  manager  at 
Boston  succeeding  Byrne ;  Ralph  Pie- 
low,  formerly  Albany  branch  manager, 
to  branch  manager  at  New  York,  suc- 

ceeding Bowen ;  John  S.  Allen,  for- 
merly Cincinnati  salesman,  to  branch 

manager  at  Washington,  succeeding 
Berger ;  Bryan  D.  Stoner,  formerly 
Cleveland  salesman,  to  branch  man- 

ager at  Pittsburgh,  succeeding  Bishop  ; 
Maurice  Goldstein,  formerly  Boston 
salesman,  to  branch  manager  at  New 
Haven,  and  Herman  Ripps,  formerly 
New  York-New  Jersey  salesman,  to 
branch  manager  at  Albany. 
M-G-M  points  out  that  all  of  the 

appointments  have  been  made  from  the 
ranks  and  that  the  further  vacancies 
created  by  the  promotions  of  salesmen 
also  call  for  the  advancement  of  avail- 

able personnel  within  the  organization. 

Grosses  Up  After 
Letdown  of  Week 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

be  followed  Thursday  by  "Thief  of 
Bagdad."  "The  Philadelphia  Story"  is 
scheduled  to  go  into  the  Music  Hall 
Dec.  26. 

At  the  Strand,  "The  Letter"  with 
Ozzie  Nelson's  band  and  Harriet 
Hilliard  on  the  stage  grossed  an  es- 

timated $24,300  for  the  first  three  days 
of  the  second  week,  and  will  be  held 
for  four  weeks.  The  second  week  of 
"Seven  Sinners"  at  the  Rivoli  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $16,500.  At  the 
Rialto,  "The  Ape"  drew  an  estimated 
$4,000  for  five  days  and  was  followed 
Saturday  by  "Dark  Streets  of  Cairo." 
The  second  week  of  "Angels  Over 
Broadway"  grossed  an  estimated 
$5,500  at  the  Globe  with  "Blackout" 
opening  there  Saturday. 

Feature  Review 

"Little  Men" 
(RKO) 

ENE  TOWNE  and  Graham  Baker  have  brought  Louisa  May 

Alcott's  famous  novel,  "Little  Men,"  to  the  screen  with  all  the  mid- 
Victorian  trimmings  and  Elsie,  the  Borden  cow,  for  extra  flavoring  and 
extra  exploitation. 

The  colorful  activities  of  pitchmen  and  petty  swindlers  are  engagingly 
portrayed  with  George  Bancroft  as  Major  Burdle  first  selling  genuine 
engraved  protraits  of  George  Washington  (on  a  three-cent  postage 
stamp)  for  a  dollar  and,  later,  touring  the  country  with  a  home-made 
brew  guaranteed  to  cure  the  liquor  habit.  A  well-selected  cast  of 
children — teen  age  and  younger — perform  ably  and  add  many  senti- 

mental touches  to  the  film. 

Kay  Francis,  who  conducts  a  model  school ;  Jack  Oakie,  who  will 

accept  any  opportunity  to  make  money,  provided  it's  dishonest,  Ban- croft and  Charles  Esmond,  as  husband  of  Miss  Francis,  head  the  cast, 
while  Jimmy  Lydon,  as  Dan,  and  Ann  Gillis,  as  Nan,  play  the  juvenile 
leads. 

Oakie  brings  Dan,  a  year-old  infant,  to  Bancroft.  At  first  reluctant 
to  assume  charge  of  an  infant,  Bancroft  later  comes  to  love  the  boy  and 
brings  him  up  as  a  son.  When  the  authorities  step  in  to  insist  on  an 
education  for  Dan,  Bancroft  takes  him  to  a  private  boarding  school  con- 

ducted by  Miss  Francis  and  Esmond.  The  latter  entrusts  all  his  money 
to  Bancroft  who  deposits  it  in  a  bank.  When  the  bank  goes  insolvent, 
Bancroft  makes  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  steal  some  money  to  make  it 
good,  and  finally  Oakie  surrenders  so  that  Miss  Francis  can  get  the 
reward  money  offered  for  his  capture. 
Norman  Z.  McLeod  directed  from  a  screen  adaptation  prepared  by 

Mark  Kelly  and  Arthur  Caesar.  It's  a  pleasant  story  for  the  whole family. 

Running'  time,  83  minutes.    "G."  *  Edward  Greif 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Patterson  to  Be 

On  Board  of  A.A.A. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

get  committee  will  be  P.  M.  Haight, 
and  Judge  Van  Vechten  Veeder,  chair- man of  the  arbitration  appeals  board, 

with  Lucius  Eastman  as  Haight's  al- ternate. Eastman  is  chairman  of  the 

A.A.A.  board  and  Haight  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.A.A.  administrative  com- 

mittee. A  chairman  has  not  yet  been chosen. 

Offers  of  cooperation  in  the  new 
industry  arbitration  system  by  various 
exhibitor  groups  such  as  National  Al- lied and  A'hed  of  New  Jersey  (Lee 
Newbury,  president)  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Paul  Felix  Warburg, 
chairman  of  the  film  arbitration  ad- 

ministrative committee. 

Myers  Pledges  Support 

In  communications  to  J.  Noble  Bra- 
den,  executive  secretary  of  the  A.A.A., 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  board  chair- 

man and  general  counsel,  assured  that 
Allied  stands  ready  "to  assist  in  any 
way  possible"  in  facilitating  the  or- ganization of  the  arbitration  machinery 
for  the  industry  but  pointed  out  that 
Allied's  assurances  of  cooperation  did 
not  "imply  approval  of  all  the  provi- 

sions of  the  consent  decree." 
Myers  included  a  list  of  heads  of  all 

regional  Allied  organizations  with  an 
invitation  to  the  A.A.A.  to  call  upon 
them  for  aid  whenever  needed. 

Allied's  offer  comes  as  "extremely 
good  news  to  the  administrative  com- mittee which  is  now  completing  its 
plans  for  organizing  the  31  local  arbi- 

tration boards  in  the  industry,"  said 
W  arburg. 

Col.  Seeks  U.  S. 

Suit  Dismissal 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

against  them  at  a  hearing  before  Judge 
Goddard,  also  on  Thursday,  if  the 
Columbia  motion  to  dismiss  the  origi- 

nal complaint  is  denied. 
The  Columbia  motion  points  out 

that  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorneys  Gen- 
eral Thurman  Arnold  and  Paul  Wil- 

liams stated  at  the  time  the  Govern- 
ment's suit  was  filed  that  the  three 

non-theatre  owning  companies  had 
been  made  defendants  only  in  a  sub- 

sidiary sense,  that  they  were,  in  effect, 
regarded  only  as  accessories  to  a 
monopoly  in  the  industry. 

Columbia  then  points  out  that  the 
consent  decree,  itself,  makes  no  refer- 

ence to  the  existence  or  discovery  of 
any  monopoly  whatever  in  the  indus- 

try. Also  cited  are  the  statements  of 
James  Hayes,  assistant  attorney  gen- 

eral, in  support  of  the  consent  decree 
at  the  hearing  before  Judge  Goddard 
that  the  three  non-consenting  com- 

panies control  together  only  15  per 
cent  of  the  business  and  the  assets  of 
all  three  do  not  equal  the  assets  of 
any  one  of  the  five  consenting  com- 
panies. 

Goldman  Rites  Held 

Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 
day from  his  home  in  Astoria,  L.  I., 

for  Al  Goldman,  42,  assistant  to  Mor- 
ris Kaplan  in  the  tabulating  depart- 

ment of  the  20th  Century-Fox  home 
office,  who  died  suddenly  Saturday 
night  of  a  heart  attack. 
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Present  Web 

System  'Best/ 

FCC  Informed 

Washington,  Dec.  2. — Lawyers 
for  the  networks  told  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  today 
that  the  present  network  system  is 
the  best  which  experience  has  de- 

vised and  that  interference  with 
the  system  might  prove  disastrous 
to  broadcasting. 

They  admitted,  however,  that  while 
it  may  be  possible  to  start  a  new  net- 

work it  would  be  difficult  to  do  so. 
These  arguments  were  made  as  the 

FCC  began  hearings  of  counsel  upon 
the  report  of  the  FCC's  monopoly committee. 

Appearing  for  the  networks  were 
Phillip  T.  Hennessey,  counsel  for 
NBC,  and  John  J.  Burns,  counsel  for 
CBS. 
They  stated  that  the  FCC  had  no 

authority  to  regulate  contractual  rela- 
tions between  the  networks  and  affili- 
ates. Talford  Taylor  and  Joseph  C. 

Raugh,  counsel  for  the  FCC,  argued 
to  the  contrary.  Taylor  stated  that 
the  committee's  report  did  not  repre- 

sent the  FCC's  views  but  that  the 
committee's  proposals  represented  de- 

sires of  Mutual  for  changes  in  the  net- 
work setup  put  forward  as  specific 

proposals  for  consideration. 

Camacho  Inaugural 

Mixed  Somewhere 

No  explanation  was  forthcoming 
yesterday  from  any  of  the  networks 
regarding  the  sudden  interruption  of 
the  broadcast  of  President  Avila 

Camacho's  inauguration  address  on Sunday.  Officials  of  the  A.  T.  &  T. 
blamed  electrical  storms  for  the  in- 

terruption, but  the  networks  expressed 
skepticism  about  this  reason. 
CBS  and  Mutual  started  to  carry 

the  speech  at  12:16  p.m.,  with  English 
interpolations,  and  were  cut  off  sud- 

denly. NBC's  experience  was  almost 
as  bad,  although  Camacho's  speech came  over  in  full.  Although  the  wires 
were  described  as  having  remained  in- 

tact because  the  lines  were  routed  dif- 
ferently, the  line  intended  for  Latin 

America  was  broadcast  in  the  United 
States  and  the  one  intended  for  the 
U.  S.  served  Latin  America,  instead. 
NBC  had  a  line  to  San  Francisco 

where  it  was  to  be  short-waved  to 
Latin  America,  and  another  to  Chi- 

cago, with  an  English  translation  in- 
terpolated, for  U.  S.  consumption. 

Somewhere  the  lines  got  mixed,  a 
telephone  call  could  not  be  put  through 
and  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything 
in  New  York  because  the  broadcast 
was  being  aired  from  Chicago.  Thus 
Latin  Americans  got  a  translation  they 
didn't  require  while  U.  S.'  residents 
could  get  little  from  the  speech  unless 
they  understood  Spanish. 

Hickman  Rites  Today 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  today 

at  2  P.  M.  in  the  Walter  B.  Cooke 
Parlors,  117  W.  72nd  Street,  for 
Charles  Richman,  former  stage  and 
screen  actor,  who  died  Sunday  of  heart 
disease  at  the  age  of  70.  His  widow, 
a  son  and  a  daughter  survive. 

Feature  Reviews 

"The  Bank  Dick" 
(Universal) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  2 
^OING  back  to  the  first  principals  of  slapstick  type  comedy  which 

won  him  a  renown  all  his  own  in  his  stage  days,  W.  C.  Fields 

turns  in  herewith  in  74  minutes  some  of  the  liveliest,  "laughingest" 
entertainment  in  his  specialized  manner  seen  on  the  screen  in  years.  It 
is  a  rowdy  and  roughianly  job  of  entertainment  he  delivers,  virtually 
single-handed,  and  it  had  a  downtown  Los  Angeles  crowd  in  stitches 
at  the  preview.  The  humor  ranges  from  domestic  to  bar  room  variety 
and  winds  up  in  a  motor  chase  equal  to  or  funnier  than  those  the 
Sennett  comedies  used  to  contain,  probably  due  to  direction  by  Edward 
Gline,  who  made  so  many  of  the  Keystones. 

Fields  plays  a  bibulous  gentleman  of  small  town  residence,  heckled 
by  his  family,  who  stumbles  into  heroism  by  way  of  being  mistakenly 
accused  of  apprehending  a  bank  robber.  His  appointment  as  bank 
policeman  follows  but  reformation  does  not,  though  his  luck  holds  out 
and  he  ends  with  reward  money  in  one  hand  and  a  Hollywood  contract 
in  the  other,  all  without  trying  and  with  scant  pause  between  drinks. 
(Communities  where  extensive  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  on  the  screen 
is  regarded  as  inappropriate  even  for  comedy  purposes  might  not  react 
so  happily  as  metropolitan  L.  A.  did.) 

The  cast  surrounding  Fields,  who  dominates  the  film  wholly,  in- 
cludes Cora  Witherspoon,  Una  Merkel,  Jessie  Ralph,  Evely  Del  Rio, 

Franklin  Pangborn,  Shemp  Howard,  Richard  Purcell,  Grady  Sutton 
and  many  others.  The  screenplay  is  credited  to  one  Mahatma  Kane 
Jeeves,  which  is  generally  reported  without  denial  to  be  a  pseudonym 
for  Fields. 

Running  time  74  minutes.    "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

"The  Son  of  Monte  Cristo" 
(Small-United  Artists) 
A  Count  of  Monte  Cristo  of  a  second  generation  flashes  his  sword 

in  this  Edward  Small  production,  for  the  glory  of  justice,  the  over- 
■throw  of  a  dictator  and  the  love  of  a  beautiful  grand  duchess. 

It  happens  in  the  mythical  kingdom  of  Lichtenburg,  with  Louis  Hay- 
ward  a  dashing  and  capable  Monte  Cristo ;  Joan  Bennett  as  the  lovely 
Grand  Duchess  Zona ;  George  Sanders  a  satisfactorily  sinister  dictator, 
and  Montagu  Love  as  the  prime  minister  loyal  to  Zona. 

Rowland  V.  Lee,  who  directed  the  film  from  a  screenplay  by  George 
Bruce,  keyed  his  handling  of  the  story  to  a  speedy  pace,  and  Hayward 
did  an  excellent  job  carrying  the  picture  with  speed  and  vigor.  An 
elaborate  setting,  plus  good  production  values,  makes  of  the  film  an  item 
of  salable  screen  merchandise. 
Hayward  by  accident  comes  to  the  assistance  of  Zona,  fleeing  from 

her  country  to  get  aid  from  the  French  king,  when  she  is  pursued  by 

Sanders'  men.  He  falls  in  love  with  her  although  she  denies  her  iden- 
tity, and  becomes  himself  involved  in  an  effort  to  aid  Zona  and  assist 

the  patriots  fighting  an  underground  battle  against  Sanders. 

Running  time,  102  minutes.    "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"San  Francisco  Docks" 
(  Universal) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  2. — This  is  an  orthodox  melodrama  of  the  kind 
suggested  by  the  title.  The  conflict  arises  from  a  murder  committed 
by  a  convict  escaping  from  Alcatraz,  suspicion  falling  upon  an  inno- 

cent man  who  is  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  while  his  sweetheart 
and  friends  track  down  the  real  murderer  to  establish  accused's  inno- cence. 

Scene  of  the  melodrama  is  the  water  front  at  San  Francisco.  Action 
is  melodramatic  and  includes,  at  the  finish,  a  pursuit  and  capture  of 
the  murderer  by  longshoremen,  as  well  as  a  knock-down-and-pull-hair 
fight  between  the  hero's  sweetheart  and  the  murderer's  wife.  Humor 
is  supplied  by  Raymond  Walburn,  Ed  Gargan  and  Barry  Fitzgerald, 
playing  character  types. 

Burgess  Meredith  plays  the  young  man  wrongfully  accused,  Irene 
Hervey  his  sweetheart,  Ed  Pawley  the  murderer  and  Esther  Ralston 
his  wife,  Robert  Armstrong  a  priest  active  in  bringing  about  the  de- 

tection and  capture  of  the  criminal. 
It  is  an  original  screenplay  by  Stanley  Crea  Rubin  and  Edmund  L, 

Hartman  directed  by  Arthur  Lubin  and  produced  by  Marshall  Grant. 

Running  time,  66  minutes.    "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Walter-Logan  Bill 
Goes  to  President 

Washington,  Dec.  2.— The 
House  today  sent  to  the 
White  House  the  Walter- 
Logan  bill  providing  for  court 
review  of  judicial  decisions  of 
the  FCC  and  various  other 
Government  agencies.  A  heavy 
vote  for  the  measure  indi- 

cated that  if  the  President 
vetoes  it,  as  he  is  expected  to 
do,  the  House  will  override 
his  veto.  It  is  expected  to  be 
stopped  by  the  Senate,  how- 
ever. 

London  Houses  25% 

Of  Normal:  Rose 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

est  obstacle  it  faces  at  the  moment  is 
not  enemy  air  raids  but  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  enough  talent  to  cast  pic- 

tures properly,  he  said.  Paramount  re- 
cently completed  "Quiet  Wedding"  at Denham.  The  picture  was  in  work 

during  the  heaviest  air  raids,  in  one 
of  which  there  was  minor  damage  to 
one  of  the  studios  by  a  time  bomb 
after  it  had  been  rendered  almost 
harmless  by  defense  crews. 

"Hatter's  Castle"  is  scheduled  to  go 
into  production  at  Denham  in  January 
and  Paramount  is  negotiating  with 
Leslie  Howard  for  the  principal  role. 
Despite  casting  difficulties  and  indica- tions that  the  Government  eventually 
may  requisition  film  studios,  Rose  be- 

lieves that  production  will  continue. 
He  believes  it  will  be  practical  for 
American  companies  to  continue  to 
turn  out  three  or  four  features  annu- 

ally in  England,  fulfilling  monetary 
quotas,  which  he  believes  will  have  to 
come. 

Rose  left  for  the  Coast  last  night  to 
visit  his  family  there.  He  plans  to  re- 

turn to  New  York  early  in  January 
and  spend  several  weeks  here. 

NBC  Nov.  Billings 

Record  $4,699,078 
With  four  days  of  heavy  political 

billings  swelling  the  totals,  NBC  had 
record  gross  business  for  November  of 
$4,699,078,  an  increase  of  11  per  cent 
over  $4,234,984  for  the  same  month 
last  year.  The  Red  grossed  $3,653,135, 
an  increase  of  7.4  per  cent,  and  the 
Blue  grossed  $1,045,943,  an  increase  of 25.6  per  cent. 

Cumulative  billings  for  the  first  11 
months  show  increases  of  similar  pro- 

portions. NBC  has  grossed  on  both 
networks  $45,753,127  for  this  period, 
a  rise  of  11.7  per  cent.  The  Red 
grossed  $36,168,421,  up  8.9  per  cent, 
and  the  Blue,  $9,584,706,  up  23.4  per cent. 

Munsell  Named  to 

Drama  Guild  Board 
Warren  P.  Munsell,  Sr.,  yesterday 

was  named  as  the  managers'  represen- 
tative to  the  three-man  permanent  tri- 
bunal set  up  to  administer  the  amend- ed Dramatists  Guild  pact  governing 

the  sale  of  film  rights  to  plays.  Brock 
Pemberton  was  named  alternate.  Film 
companies  are  expected  to  select  their 
representative  and  alternate  from 
among  John  Byram,  Paramount,  Jake 
Wilk,  Warners  and  Sidney  Philips, 
M-G-M.  Edward  K.  Carpenter,  chair- 

man of  the  Guild  board,  is  expected  to 
be  the  Guild  designee. 
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(  Musical  Films 

Escape  Radio 

Ban  on  Ascap 

CBS  Copyright  Opinion 
Clears  Dramatizations 

Musical  films  with  songs  and  mu- 
sic by  Ascap  writers  will  be  per- 

mitted on  the  air  after  Jan.  1,  al- 
though Ascap  music  generally 

will  be  banned  by  the  networks. 
This  will  be  permitted  on  a  con- 

ditional basis,  which  is  that  the  en- 
tire story  of  the  picture  or  a  sub- 

stantial portion  of  it  be  dramatized 
for  broadcasting  purposes. 

This  procedure  is  based  on 
an  opinion  rendered  by  the  CBS 
copyright  department  in  a 
memorandum  sent  this  week 
to  all  CBS  owned  and  operated 
stations. 
A  distinction  was  drawn  between 

so-called  "small  rights,"  which  Ascap 
controls,  and  "grand  rights"  which 

(Continued  on  page  10) 

Bernhard  Honored 

^  At  Warner  Dinner 
Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 

of  Warner  Theatres,  was  honored  by 
:  the  theatre  department  last  night  at a  dinner  in  the 

Jade  Room  at 
the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel, 
celebrating  h  i  s 
10th  anniver- 

sary with  the 
company. 

Hosts  were 
Warner  zone 
managers  and 
members  of  the 
home  office  ex- 

ecutive staff. 
They  included : 
Moe  Silver 
Nat  Wolf, 
Howard 
Waugh, 

Jacocks, 

Joseph  Bernhard 

Coston,  Donald James I.  J. 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Reviewed  Today 

Hollywood  reviews  of  "Jen- 
nie" and  "Murder  Over  New 

York"  will  be  found  on  Page 
5.  "Dark  Streets  of  Cairo" 
and  "The  Kiss  of  Fire"  are 
reviewed  on  Page  9. 

Confirm  50%  Terms 

For  'Wind'  Under 

General  Release 

Advance  recommendations  for  gen- 
eral release  of  "Gone  with  the  Wind" 

at  50  per  cent  were  confirmed  at  the 
company's  sales  meeting  in  Chicago 
last  weekend,  it  was  reported  yester- day. 

Minimum  admissions  of  40  cents  for 
daytime  showings,  tax  included,  and 
50  cents,  plus  tax,  for  evenings  will 
prevail.  A  reserved  seat  policv  for 
evening  performances  is  not  obliga- 

tory but  is  recommended  to  exhibitors 
who  find  it  practicable. 

The  Loew's  circuit  will  replav  the 
picture  at  the  lower  admission  scales. 

Selling  will  begin  immediately  but 
no  dates  will  be  accepted  until  afte*" 
the  Atlanta  anniversary  showing  on 
Dec.  12.  The  dates  then  will  be  de- 

termined by  the  national  release  date 
which  has  not  been  set  vet  and  prob- 
ab'v  will  not  be  earlier  than  Tan.  31. 

Due  to  the  uniform  admission  scale 
for  general  release,  ordinary  clearance 
regulations  will  not  prevail  for  the 
nicture.  Tf  dilutes  oyer  dates  arise 
thev  will  be  settled  by  individual  ne- 

gotiation locally. 
Final  sales  policies  in  conformance 

with  the  Federal  consent  Hecr^p  nrob- 
ablv  will  not  be  determined  bv  M-G-M 
until  the  company's  annual  sales  con- (Continued  on  page  6) 

MPPDA  to  Consider 

5-Year  Hays  Pact 

The  M.P.P.D.A.  board  of  di- 
rectors is  scheduled  to  give 

consideration  to  a  new  five- 
year  contract  for  Will  H. 
Hays  as  president  of  M.P.P. 
D.A.  at  its  quarterly  meeting 

scheduled  for  Dec.  11.  Hays' current  five-year  contract  will 
expire  next  March  in  advance 
of  the  regularly  scheduled 
annual  meeting  of  the  board 
during  that  month. 

See  Goldwyn  Rift 

With  U.A.  Healing 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3.  —  Possibilities 
are  increasing  that  the  rift  between 
Samuel  Goldwyn  and  United  Artists 
will  be  healed,  according  to  reports 
here  today,  following  the  recent  visit 
to  the  Coast  of  Maurice  Silverstone 

and  Charles  Schwartz,  company  at- 
torney. Schwartz  and  James  Mulvey, 

Eastern  representative  for  Goldwyn, 
are  reported  to  have  conferred  on  the 
matter  since  Silverstone's  departure. 
Alexander  Korda,  producer,  is  report- 

ed also  to  have  had  a  hand  in  at- 
tempting to  bring  about  an  amicable (Continued  on  page  6) 

UA  to  Ask  50%  on  General 

Release  of  'Great Dictator' 

United  Artists  is  altering  the  70  per  cent  plan  on  which  "The  Great 
Dictator"  was  sold  for  pre-release  engagements,  and  will  ask  50  per 
cent  of  the  gross  for  the  picture  when  it  is  sold  for  general  release  early 
next  year.  No  increase  in  admission  scales  will  be  asked  for  general 
release  engagements. 
The  company  discontinued  pre-re- 

lease selling  of  the  picture  recently. 
Its  general  release  will  be  determined 
in  some  localities  by  the  six-month 
clearance  guaranty  granted  to  theatres 
which  played  the  picture  at  the  road- 

show scales,  including  the  Loew's  cir- 
cuit. However,  in  some  instances  in- 

dividual negotiations  are  expected  to 
reduce  this  clearance  guaranty,  permit- 

ting general  release  engagements  prior 
to  next  March,  when  the  price  clear- 

ance ordinarily  would  expire. 
The  new  terms  for  "The  Great 

Dictator"  would  be  submitted  by  Ar- 
thur W.  Kelly,  vice-president,  in 

charge  of  distribution,  to  Charlie 
Chaplin  for  his  approval  early  in  Tanu- 
ary,  when  he  and  Maurice  Silver- 
stone,  United  Artists  chief  executive, 
go  to  the  Coast  for  general  conferences 

with  the  company's  producers. 

Test  Higher  Prices 

For  'Philadelphia' M-G-M  has  scheduled  test  runs  in 
several  key  spots  of  "The  Philadelphia 
Story"  at  advanced  admissions  to  de- 

termine the  feasibility  of  regular  show- 
ings at  the  higher  prices,  as  was  done 

with  "Boom  Town." 
Test  engagements  on  the  film  al- 

ready have  been  set  for  tomorrow  at 
Loew's  Rochester  in  Rochester,  N.  Y„ 
and  at  the  RKO  Palace  in  Cincinnati. 
The  former  will  be  at  a  60-cent  top 
and  the  latter  at  42  cents  for  matinees 
and  60  cents  for  evenings.  Regular 
scales  at  the  Palace  are  33  cents  for 
matinees  and  40  and  50  cents  for evenings, 

U.  A.  Aims  for 

15  to  20  Films 

During '41 -'42 May  Offer  Program  on 

Optional  Terms 

United  Artists  expects  to  sched- 
ule only  15  to  20  pictures  for  next 

season's  release,  probably  the  small- est number  in  

the  company's 
history.  Maur- ice Silverstone, 

chief  of  world- 
vv  i  d  e  opera- 

tions, said  yes- 

terday. Silver- 
stone also  in- dicated that the  company 

"never  will  be" 

a  party  to  the New  York 
case  consent 

decree. At  the  same 
time,   Arthur  W 
pointed  sales  chief,  indicated  that  the 
company  may  be  obliged  to  distribute 
its  product  on  a  two-way,  optional 
plan — the  old  or  present  method,  and (Continued  on  page  6) 

Maurice  Silverstone 

Kelly,   newly  ap- 

Margolies  Is  U.  A. 

Publicity  Director 
Al  Margolies,  United  Artists  pub- 

licity manager,  has  been  appointed  di- rector of  publicity  for  the  company 
under  a  revision  of  the  department, 
Maurice  Silverstone,  United  Artists 
chief  executive,  said  yesterday. 
Monroe  Greenthal,  formerly  exploi- 

tation and  trade  paper  advertising 
manager,  who  succeeds  Lynn  Farnol 
as  head  of  the  department,  is  scheduled 
to  name  a  new  exploitation  manager 
on  his  return  from  the  Coast  early 
next  week. 

U.  A.  Votes  Bonus 

For  English  Staff 
United  Artists  board  of  di- 

rectors has  voted  "a  substan- 
tial bonus"  for  approximately 

450  employes  of  the  company 
in  Great  Britain  in  recogni- 

tion of  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  carrying  on  their 
work  under  extraordinary 
conditions,  Maurice  Silver- 

stone, United  Artists  chief 
executive,  reported  yesterday. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3 
DIFFICULTIES  between  Fox 

West  Coast  and  Universal  over 

an  extended  first  run  of  "Spring- 
Parade"  at  the  independent  Hawaii Theatre  have  been  settled  and  F.W.C. 
will  book  the  film  when  available  into 
its  subsequent  runs.  F.W.C.  had  re- 

fused to  book  the  film  after  it  was 
moved  over  from  the  Pantages  and 
RKO  Hillstreet. 

• 

Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal 
president,  arrived  today  to  be- 

gin a  preliminary  survey  of 
forthcoming  product  in  prepara- 

tion for  annual  product  con- 
ferences next  week  with  home 

office  and  studio  officials. 
• 

Jack  L.  Warner  and  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  today  signed  a  deal  whereby 
Gary  Cooper  will  be  loaned  to  War- 

ner for  the  title  role  in  the  Sergeant 
York  film  and  Bette  Davis  will  be 

loaned  to  Goldwyn  for  "The  Little 
Foxes." • 

The  Los  Angeles  Police  Commis- 
sion today  recommended  to  the  City 

Council  passage  of  a  theatre  licensing 
measure  giving  the  Commission  the 
power  to  close  houses  showing  in- 

decent films  or  playing  questionable 
fhows.  Films  having  a  Production 
Code  seal  would  not  be  questioned 
and  the  measure  would  be  aimed  pri- 

marily at  imported  films,  on  which 
there  have  been  complaints. 

Personal  Mention 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Warners' Western  and  Southern  sales  man- 
ager, returned  yesterday  from  a  two- 

week  trip  to  the  Los  Angeles  ex- change. 

Bl'dd  Rogers  of  Alliance  Films  is 
en  route  here  from  the  Coast,  with 
stopovers  planned  in  seven  cities. • 

Milton  Fishman,  son  of  Aaron 
Fishman  of  Fishman  Theatres,  New 
Haven,  is  recuperating  at  New  Haven 
Hopital  from  an  operation. 

• 
William  Benson  of  Long  Island  is 

the  new  Universal  salesman  out  of 
New  Haven. • 

Stanley  C.  Jacques,  RKO  branch 
manager  in  Cincinnati,  and  Mrs.  Jac- 

ques, leave  this  week  for  the  Coast  to 
visit  their  twin  sons,  Robert  and 
Donald,  students  at  the  University  of 
California. 

• 
Morris  Cohn  and  Jack  Aemm, 

Columbia  Albany  salesmen,  are  on  a 
two-week  trip. 

• 

Al  Sugarman,  RKO  salesman  in 
Columbus,  is  back  at  work  after  an 
automobile  accident  en  route  to  Zanes- ville. 

Charles  D.  Levy,  who  operates  the 
Lafayette  Theatre,  New  Orleans,  has 
returned  from  Chicago,  where  he 
booked  vaudeville  acts  for  the  season. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO -COAST 

~k  It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HA vemeyer  6-5000. Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  6:45  am 
The  Plainsman  .    .    .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .  .  .  10:35  pm 
■*>  r- 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  4 
ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

TAMES  MULVEY,  Samuel  Gold- 
»J  wyn  representative,  who  was  due 
Monday  from  the  Coast,  changed  his 
plans  and  is  expected  to  arrive  today. 

William  J.  Heineman,  F.  J.  A. 
McCarthy,  Lou  Pollock,  Hank 
Linet,  Walter  Futter,  I.  E.  Lopert, 
Arthur  Lee,  Benn  Jennings  and 
Sam  Ledner  lunching  yesterday  at 
the  Tavern. 

• 
Abe  Montague,  Jerry  Cooper, 

Irving  Shapiro  and  Rube  Jackter 
having  lunch  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the Rivoli )  yesterday. 

• 
Toby  Gruen,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Tom 

Connors,  Dave  Levy,  William  A. 
Scully,  Sidney  Phillips  and  Max 
A.  Cohen  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room in  the  Astor  yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 
Barney  Balaban,  Neil  Agnew, 

Al  Richard,  Rodney  Bush,  Mort 
Spring,  Alec  Moss,  John  Buchanan 
and  Lee  Shubert  lunching  at  Sardi's 
yesterday. 

• 
Mrs.  Gregory  W.  Beck,  wife  of 

the  manager  of  the  Capitol,  Williams- 
port,  Pa.,  gave  birth  to  a  daughter recently. 

• 
Mary  McSorley  and  George 

Cavanaugh,  both  of  the  Comerford 
home  office  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  were 
feted  by  fellow  employes  at  a  party  in 
the  Hotel  Casey  following  their  re- cent marriage. 

• 
Lee  Malcarni,  operator  of  the  Es- 

sex Square  Theatre,  Essex,  Conn.,  is 
back  at  the  theatre  after  an  attack  of 

grippe. • 
Reva  Gerrell  is  the  new  secretary 

of  the  National  Screen  Service  office, 
New  Haven. 

• 
John  Roberts,  Comerford  booker, 

and  his  wife  were  injured  in  a  motor accident  recently. 
• 

J.  Lalor  Joyce,  manager  of  the 
Hippodrome,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and 
Esther  C.  Rosar  were  married  re- 

cently in  Scranton,  Pa. 
• 

Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M  Albany 
branch  manager,  has  returned  from Chicago. 

• 
Ted    DeGrazia,    manager   of  the 

Lyric,  Bisbee,  Ariz.,  will  exhibit  his 
paintings  of  Mexico  this  month. 

• 
Margaret  McKinnon,  secretary  to 

Edward  Ruff,  is  captain  of  a  Para- 
mount girls'  bowling  team  at  New Haven. 

'Nanette'  Into  Hall; 

Rivoli  Books  'Men' Radio  City  Music  Hall  has  booked 
"No,  No,  Nanette"  to  follow  the  run 
of  "Thief  of  Bagdad,"  which  starts  to- 

morrow. Next  on  the  schedule  is 
"The  Philadelphia  Story"  tentatively 
set  for  Dec.  26,  with  "Arizona"  and 
"This  Thing  Called  Love"  also  booked to  follow. 

^  The  Rivoli  has  booked  RKO's "Little  Men"  for  a  pre-release  run 
beginning  Saturday.  There  are  six 
other  pre-release  runs  set  including 
the  world  premiere  in  Denver  today. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

H^HE  inauguration  of  General  Ca- 
-*-  macho  as  president  of  Mexico  is 
given  prominence  in  the  new  issues. 
Various  other  subjects  include  the 
Dies-Jackson  "fifth  column"  fight,  the 
production  of  bombers  in  Seattle  and 
football  highlights.    The  contents: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  25— Mexic/1 new  president  is  inaugurated.  Chinese  arr\  j 

prepares  for  Winter.  Australian  troops  in 
Egypt.  Americans  at  Sydney  en  route  from 
Japan.  Live  stock  show  in  Chicago.  Sub- marine launched  at  Portsmouth.  New 
bombers  at  Seattle  plant.  Grapefruit  harvest in  Florida.  Football. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  223— Mexican 
president  takes  office.  4-H  Club  show. 
Tiger  cub's  born  here.  Winter  supplies  for 
Chinese  army.  Debate  action  against  "fifth column"  here.  Football. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  28— President 

Camacho  inaugurated.  Live  stock  show  in 
Chicago.  Ice  storm  in  Amarillo,  Tex. 
Grapefruit  festival  in  Florida.  Tiger  cubs 
born  here.  Football. 

RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  28— Wallace hailed  at  Camacho  inaugural.  Miners 
trapped  in  Ohio  mine.  Dies  and  Jackson 
discuss  spy  work.  American  ship,  damaged 
by  mine,  arrives  in  Australia.  Rush  pro- 

duction of  bombers  at  Seattle  plant.  Foot- 

ball. UNIVERSAL    NEWRREEL,    No.  933— Camacho  becomes  new  president  of  Mexico. 
Army  speeds  draftee  training.  Mass  pro- duction of  bombers  in  Seattle.  Dies  and 
Jackson  discuss  action  against  spies.  Live 
stock  show  in  Chicago.  New  York  shop 
windows  attract  Christmas  shoppers.  Foot- 

ball. 
Birdwell  to  Handle 

Howard  Hughes  Ads 

HofLLYwooD,  Dec.  3. — Russell  Bird- 
well  has  been  appointed  to  direct  the 
advertising  and  publicity  for  the 
Howard  Hughes  unit  which  is  produc- 

ing for  20th  Century-Fox  release. 
Hughes  is  making  "The  Outlaw"  with Walter  Huston  and  has  plans  under 
way  for  another  film. 

Capt.  Stodter  Named 

Army  Coast  Liaison 
Hollywood,  Dec.  3. — Capt.  Charles 

Stodter  of  the  U.  S-  Army  Signal 
Corps  will  arrive  from  Washington 
on  Monday  to  be  liaison  officer  be- 

tween the  Army  and  the  Academy  of 
M.  P.  Arts  and  Sciences  Research 
Council  in  the  production  of  Army 
training  films. 
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HOW  TO  KILL  TIME ! 

M-G-M  didn't  take  any  poll— 

We're  just  guessing! 
But  we  believe  that  the 

Average  American  Family, 

Papa,  mama,  brother  and  sister, 

Want  to  go  to  the  movies  tonight 

For  real  old  fashioned  (pardon  the  expression!) 

Belly-laughs! 

May  we  suggest  a  screamingly  funny  film— 

^  "MARX  BROS. 

**    GO  WEST" 
(their  best!) 

with  JOHN  CARROLL  •  DIANA  LEWIS  •  Original  Screen  Play  by  Irving  Brecher 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture  •  Directed  by  EDWARD  BUZZELL  •  Produced  by  IACK  CUMMINGS 

LIIHO  U 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Jennie" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3 

Hp  WENTIETH  Century-Fox's  production  of  "Jennie"  is  an  intensely 
*■  human  document  which  tells  the  story  of  a  German  emigre  who, 
becoming  a  success  as  a  business  man  in  a  small  American  town,  as- 

sumes a  dictatorial  attitude  toward  his  family  and  customers,  to  his 
detriment  and  their  embarrassment.  He  is  exposed  as  something  of  a 

"humbug"  and  made  more  natural  in  his  dealings  with  others  by  the 
title  character,  married  to  his  eldest  son,  who  regenerates  the  members 
of  the  family  who  were  in  constant  fear  of  him. 

The  picture  is  noteworthy  for  the  emergence  into  a  leading  lady  of 

Virginia  Gilmore,  who  does  an  excellent  job  as  "Jennie,"  the  vivacious 
young  woman  who  turns  the  tide  of  unnatural  parental  domination. 
Outstanding,  too,  is  the  work  of  Ludwig  Stossel,  German  refugee  actor 

who,  as  the  stern  father,  turns  in  one  of  the  year's  best  character  por- 
trayals. 

Supporting  the  pair  are  William  Henry,  George  Montgomery,  Dorris 
Bowdon,  Rand  Brooks,  Joan  Valerie,  Irving  Bacon  and  others.  The 
screenplay  by  Harold  Buchman  and  Maurice  Rapf,  who  adapted  the 
original  by  Jane  Eberle,  is  a  moving  document  of  family  life  laid  some- 

where in  a  small  eastern  town.    David  Burton  directed  effectively. 

First  by  means  of  a  "rumored"  baby,  "Jennie"  causes  her  father-in- 
law  to  relax  slightly  in  his  treatment  of  his  family.  Then  comes  a 

thorough  break  with  him,  in  which  "Jennie"  finds  ways  of  bringing  a 
semblance  of  independence  to  her  brothers-  and  sisters-in-law.  A  recon- 

ciliation finally  is  effected,  with  the  old  man  changing  entirely. 

Running  time,  78  minutes.    "A."  *  Vance  King 

"Murder  Over  New  York" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3. — "Murder  Over  New  York,"  latest  in  the  Sidney 
Toler  "Charlie  Chan"  pictures  at  20th  Century-Fox,  pits  the  wits  of 
the  Chinese  detective  against  saboteurs  attempting  to  prevent  American 
bombers  from  being  shipped  to  England.  Marjorie  Weaver,  Robert 
Lowery,  Ricardo  Cortez,  Donald  MacBride,  Melville  Cooper,  Joan 

Valerie,  Kane  Richmond,  Sen  Yung  as  "Chan's"  son,  and  others  support Toler. 

Lester  Ziffren  wrote  the  topical  screenplay  based  on  the  Earl  Derr 
Biggers  character,  with  Harry  Lachman  directing.  Sol  M.  Wurtzel 
was  executive  producer. 

"Chan,"  after  being  hampered  by  the  well  meaning  efforts  of  his 
"Number  Two"  son,  brings  all  the  suspects  together  in  a  bombing  plane 
which  is  about  to  be  tested.  The  murderer  is  forced  to  expose  himself 
to  prevent  his  own  death. 

While  the  film  shows  plainly  that  the  planes  are  to  be  shipped  to 
England,  no  mention  is  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  country  for 
whom  the  saboteurs  are  working. 

Running  time,  65  minutes.     "G."  *  Vance  King 

No  New  Film  Taxes 

In  Canada  Budget 

Toronto,  Dec.  3. — The  film  indus- 
try generally  escapes  new  taxes  and 

prohibitions  in  the  Canadian  Federal 
budget,  but  giveaway  articles,  such  as 
chinaware,  cutlery,  toilet  articles, 
glassware  and  trinkets,  were  banned 
as  imports  from  all  countries  other 
than  the  British  Empire  for  the  re- 

— ^sainder  of  the  war. 
V  wAlso  banned  as  imports  were  air 

conditioning  units,  sound  reproducing 
l,  instruments  and  cameras.  No  mention 
was  made  of  motion  pictures  or  pro- 

jection equipment  in  a  list  of  more 
than  1,000  articles. 

Four  Harrisburg 
Veterans  Honored 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  3. — Four 
veteran  local  exhibitors  -with  a  total 
of  more  than  100  years  of  experience 
were  honored  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Associates  of  Philadelphia  at  a  testi- 

monial dinner  held  here  last  night. 
They  are :  C.  Floyd  Hopkins,  Har- 

risburg representative  of  Wilmer  and 
Vincent ;  Ike  Marcus,  owner  and  gen- 

eral manager,  Rialto  and  National 
Theatres ;  Walter  F.  Yost,  operator 
of  the  Grand,  Roxy  and  Penway  The- 

atres, and  Ben  Shindler,  owner  of  the 
Star  Theatre. 
Two  district  managers  and  six 

branch  managers  from  Philadelphia 
were  among  the  80  who  attended,  in- 

cluding :  Nat  Levy,  RKO  district 
manager,  who  was  toastmaster ;  Ed- 

gar Moss,  district  manager,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox ;  George  Schwartz,  Univer- 

sal, Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount,  Sam 
Gross,  20th  Century-Fox ;  Max  Gil- 
lis,  Republic ;  Charles  Zagrans,  RKO, 
and  Sam  Rosen,  Monogram. 

Equity  Seeks  Work 
For  Jobless  Actors 

Actors  Equity  unemployment  com- 
mittee reported  at  a  meeting  of  the 

council  yesterday  that  it  is  negotiating 
with  the  New  York  State  placement 
service  for  a  person  who  will  specialize 
in  obtaining  employment  for  per- 
formers. 

Representatives  of  the  National  Ex- 
perimental Theatre,  organized  by 

Equity  and  the  Dramatists  Guild  to 
produce  plays  on  a  cooperative  basis, 
will  be  ready  today  to  meet  with 
groups  wishing  to  use  its  services. 

Boretz  and  Helprin 

Rehearse  New  Play 
Allen  Boretz  and  Morris  Helprin 

have  signed  Anton  Bundsman  to  di- 
rect their  production  of  Boretz's  new 

farce,  "The  Hard  Way,"  with  re- 
hearsals scheduled  to  begin  today. 

The  cast,  as  yet  incomplete,  in- 
cludes :  Isabel  Jewell,  Eleanor  Lynn, 

Barbara  Reed,  Sanford  Meisner, 
Henry  Antrim,  Allen  Tower,  Edward 
Nunn,  Kirk  Brown  and  Richard 
Bengal. 

23  Ohio  Censor  Cuts 
Columbus,  Dec.  3. — The  Ohio  cen- 

sors ordered  23  eliminations  from  a 
total  of  497  reels  reviewed  in  Novem- 

ber, compared  with  30  eliminations 
from  510  reels  in  October.  In  Novem- 

ber, 1939,  there  were  36  eliminations 
ordered  from  680  reels  reviewed. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Surprise  Dinner 
Honors  Germaines 

New  Haven,  Dec.  3. — Sam  Ger- 
maine,  20th-Fox  booking  manager 
here,  and  Mrs.  Germaine  were  given 
a  surprise  25th  wedding  anniversary 
dinner  party  by  50  friends  in  and  out 

of  the  industry  at  Kaysey's  Sunday 
night. 
Among  the  film  people  present  were 

Ben  Simon  and  Earl  Wright,  20th- 
Fox,  manager  and  salesman ;  Al 
Schuman,  president  of  Allied  The- 

atre Owners  of  Connecticut ;  Morris 
Jacobson,  Strand  Amusement,  Bridge- 

port ;  Harry  Germaine,  Price  Pre- 
mium ;  Henry  Germaine,  Paramount 

salesman.  Larry  Germaine,  Warner 
Theatre  Department,  and  John  Pa- 
vone,  Universal  salesman.  Germaine 
has  been  with  20th  Century-Fox  for 
the  past  15  years. 

Protests  Oust  Film 

In  Pittsburgh  House 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  3. — The  neighbor- 

hood Hilltop  Theatre  here  withdrew 
"The  Burning  Question"  after  Rev. 
Joseph  A.  Doerr  of  St.  George  Church 
and  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Murphy  of  St. 
Canice  Church  had  protested  in  the 
name  of  the  Legion  of  Decency.  Hill- 

top advertising  had  stated  "those  under 16"  would  not  be  admitted. 
The  Catholic  Observer,  a  weekly 

here,  occasionally  comes  out  against 
pictures  it  considers  unsuitable  for 
younger  audiences. 

The  picture  set  a  record  15-week 
run  downtown  during  the  Summer  at 
the  Art  Cinema,  which  went  from  a 
policy  of  film  importations  to  thrill 
product  in  the  past  five  months.  The 
house  is  operated  by  Gabe  Rubin,  who 
also  owns  the  distributing  rights  in 
this  territory  to  "The  Burning  Ques- 

tion." 

Coast  Gives  $465,708 

To  Community  Chest 

Wright  Heads  U.S. 

Film  Supervision 

Washington,  Dec.  3.— Robert  L. 
Wright,  special  assistant  to  the  Attor- 

ney General,  has  been  named  head  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  group 
which  will  supervise  the  film  industry 
under  the  consent  decree,  it  was  made 
known  at  the  department  today. 

Duties  of  the  group  will  include  the 
checking  of  operations  under  the  de- 

cree, supervision  of  enforcement  and 
contact  with  arbitration,  as  well  as  a 
constant  study  of  conditions  in  the 
industry  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
undesirable  methods. 

Headquarters  of  the  control  group 
will  be  maintained  in  Washington 
but  much  of  the  work  will  of  necessity 
be  done  in  the  field.  It  is  not  expected, 
however,  that  any  extensive  staff  will 
be  required  and  the  department  will 
attempt  to  maintain  its  surveillance 
of  the  industry  with  as  little  dis- 

comfort to  the  film  interests  and  itself 

as  possible. 
Allied  of  N.  /.  Holds 

Decree  Discussion 
A  meeting  of  New  Jersey  Allied  at 

the  organization's  New  York  office 
yesterday  heard  a  discussion  on  the 
effects  of  the  consent  decree. 

Yesterday's  session  was  presided 
over  by  Maury  Miller  of  Passaic, 
vice-president,  in  the  absence  of  Lee 
Newbury,  president,  who  is  on  vaca- tion. 

South  Jersey  Unit 
Names  Committees 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  3. — The  recent- 
ly formed  South  Jersey  unit  of  New 

Jersey  Allied  at  a  meeting  here  yes- 
terday appointed  the  following  com- mittees :  John  Harwah,  Mrs.  Frances 

Fineman,  Mrs.  Rose  Picione  and 
Murray  Sternberg,  in  charge  of  enter- 

tainment ;  Ralph  Wilkin,  Clark  Hild- 
inger  and  H.  A.  Hill,  films  ;  Si  Myers, 
Mrs.  Clark  Hildinger  and  Jack  Wax- 
mann,  legislation. 

Arrington  Will  Head 

Carolina  Exhibitors 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  Dec.  3. — C.  H. 

Arrington  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C, 
was  elected  president  of  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina, 
at  the  annual  convention  which  end- 

ed here  yesterday.  Arrington  suc- 
ceeds H.  R.  Berry,  who  was  named 

first  vice-president. 
Ray  Rowe  was  elected  second  vice- 

president,  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith 
was  reelected  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3. — Leaders 
of  the  industry's  Community 
Chest  drive  division  today  re- 

ported collections  of  $465,708, 
an  increase  of  about  49percent 
over  last  year.  Studio  and 
labor  group  heads  and  others 
active  in  the  campaign  were 
honored  by  Chest  officials  at 
a  luncheon  in  Biltmore  Bowl 
where  the  report  was  made. 
Paul  H.  Yost,  Chest  drive 
chairman,  congratulated  Louis 
B.  Mayer,  industry  campaign 
leader,  and  his  aides. 
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U.  A.  Aims  for 

15  to  20  Films 

During  '41-'42 (Continued  from  page  1) 

the  new,  or  block-of-five  plan,  as  under 
the  terms  of  the  consent  decree. 

Kelly  expressed  his  personal  view- 
point that  exhibitors  probably  will  pre- 

fer the  old  way,  for  the  most  part. 
Silverstone  dwelt  upon  the  necessity 

for  quality  in  production  and  stated 

Masters  Weighing 
Offer  from  U.  A. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  United 
Artists  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  yester- 

day revealed  that  Haskell 
Masters,  Canadian  division 
manager,  has  not  yet  replied 
to  an  offer  from  him  for  a 
home  office  post  with  duties 
greater  than  those  which 
Masters  now  has  in  his  pres- 

ent post. 

that  in  offering  fewer  films  for  next 
season  the  company  hopes  also  to 
offer  pictures  of  utmost  quality. 

"Fewer  pictures  mean  better  pictures 
and  better  sales  opportunities,"  he  said. 

He  revealed  that  with  the  exception 
of  pictures  from  Walter  Wanger  and 
the  Hal  Roach  units,  not  more  than  a 
single  picture  may  be  forthcoming 
from  any  of  the  other  U.A.  producers 
for  the  1941-42  season,  and  that  al- 

together the  U.A.  roster  is  likely  to 
include  15  producers.  Wanger  and 
Roach  may  produce  more  than  one 
each. 

Silverstone  termed  the  smaller  num- 
ber of  releases  practical  in  view  of  the 

new  era  of  competition  which  he  be- 
lieves is  likely  to  result  from  the  oper- 
ation in  the  industry  of  the  Federal 

consent  decree.  He  pointed  out  in 
this  respect  that  it  is  likely  pictures 
will  be  sold  on  their  individual  merits 
under  the  decree  and  that,  in  order 
to  compete  with  companies  so  selling, 
the  distributors  not  bound  by  the  con- 

sent decree  must  be  prepared  to  offer 
product  which  also  can  stand  individu- 

ally on  its  merits. 
As  a  further  argument  in 

favor  of  a  reduced  schedule, 
Silverstone  pointed  to  the  ne- 

cessity for  recouping  income  in 
the  domestic  market  to  offset 
lost  foreign  revenue. 

"We  can  no  longer  count  on  foreign 
markets  for  anything,"  Silverstone  re- 

marked. "Because  of  this,  and  because 
we  believe  that  under  the  consent  de- 

cree the  American  industry  is  heading 
for  adoption  of  the  British  selling  sys- 

tem, we  are  convinced  that  fewer  and 
better  pictures  are  required." 

Objectives  of  the  newly  formed  U.A. 
producers'  committee,  of  which  Wan- 

ger is  chairman,  were  described  as 
primarily  cooperative.  These  include 
avoiding  duplication  of  a  story  mate- 

rial, simultaneous  completion  and  re- 
lease of  pictures  which  result  in  al- 

ternate "feasts  and  famines"  for  the 
distributing  company,  the  discovery  of 
new  talent  and  the  exchange  of  talent 
and  ideas,  and  closer  cooperation  be- 

tween producers  and  the  home  office. 

Double  Dividends 

On  Para.  Preferred 

Under 'Paramount  Pictures' 
charter,  holders  of  the  com- 

pany's preferred  stock  may receive  two  dividends  in  the 
same  quarter,  following  re- cent declaration  of  a  common 
stock  dividend. 
Although  the  recently  de- clared common  dividend  was 

the  third  successive  one  voted 
by  the  directors,  the  common 
stock  has  not  yet  been  put 
on  a  regular  dividend  basis. 
Under  the  terms  of  an  un- 

usual provision  in  the  Para- 
mount charter,  stockholders 

converting  their  preferred 
stock  into  common  during  the 
current  week  will  receive  the 
accrued  portion  of  the  pre- 

ferred dividend  for  the  quar- 
ter and  will  also  get  the  full 

common  dividend  of  15  cents 
a  share. 

N.Y.U.,  Foundation 

Settle  Ivens  Action 
New  York  University  and  the  Al- 

fred P.  Sloan  Foundation  have  settled 
for  the  full  amount,  the  $25,000  breach 
of  contract  suit  filed  in  N.  Y.  Supreme 
against  them  by  Joris  Ivens  and  John Ferno. 

Fitelson  and  Mayer,  attorneys  for 
the  plaintiffs,  contended  the  two  were 
hired  to  produce  two  educational  pic- 

tures for  the  defendants  and  were  dis- 
charged on  June  17,  1940,  in  an  al- 

leged breach  of  an  agreement. 

Date  Club  Dinner 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  3. — The  Cincin- 

nati Cinema  Club  has  set  Feb.  21  as 
the  date  of  their  annual  dinner  and 
election  of  officers,  in  the  Variety 
Club  quarters. 

Washngton,  Dec.  3. — The  Navy 
Department  gradually  is  increasing 
the  number  of  prints  required  for  its 
motion  picture  service  as  the  fleet  and 
naval  stations  are  expanded  and  dur- 

ing the  fiscal  year  1940  used  three 
prints  instead  of  two,  as  for  a  num- 

ber of  years  past,  it  was  disclosed  to- 
day by  Rear  Admiral  Chester  W. 

Nimitz,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navi- 
gation, in  his  annual  report. 

$386,631  for  Films 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  depart- 
ment expended  $386,631  for  sound  mo- 
tion pictures,  of  which  $199,993.99 

was  from  welfare  and  recreation  ap- 
propriations made  by  Congress  and 

the  balance  from  ships'  stores,  ships' 
exchange,  ships'  service  and  Marine 
Corps  post  exchange  profits  and  from 
the  bureau's  reserve,  the  report 
showed.  The  Coast  Guard  and  Army 
Transport  Service  contributed  also,  in 
proportion  to  the  films  used  by  them. 
Miscellaneous  supplies  and  mainte- 

nance for  the  Navy  motion  picture  ex- 
change cost  approximately  $10,499, 

and  $293,028  was  expended  in  the  pur- 

See  Goldwyn  Rift 

With  U.A.  Healing 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 

solution  of  the  18-months-old  differ- ences. 

Maurice  Silverstone,  chief  of  U.A. 
world-wide  operations,  yesterday  de- 

scribed the  relations  between  Samuel 

Goldwyn  and  the  company  as  "im- 
proved," but  otherwise  refrained  from 

making  any  comment,  when  asked 
about  the  reported  possibility  of  a 
settlement  between  the  producer  and 
U.A.  Silverstone  said  he  could  not 
speak  for  Goldwyn. 

U.  A.  Dismissal  Plea 
Decision  Reserved 

Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger 
yesterday  reserved  decision  on  an  ap- 

plication of  United  Artists  Corp.  to 
dismiss  the  complaint  of  Samuel  Gold- 

wyn which  seeks  cancellation  of  his 
distribution  contract  or,  in  the  alter- 

native, to  compel  Goldwyn  to  sep- 
arately state  and  number  his  causes 

of  action. 
Edward  C.  Raftery,  attorney  for 

United  Artists,  insisted  that  the  com- 
plaint was  repetitious  and  redundant 

in  form.  Raftery  claimed  that  Gold- 
wyn had  failed  to  comply  with  an 

order  of  Federal  Judge  Vincent  T. 
Leibell,  which  had  directed  the  filing 
of  an  amended  complaint. 

An  examination  of  Alexander  Kor- 
da  before  trial  will  be  held  in  abey- 

ance until  Judge  Conger  renders  his 
decision.  If  Korda  is  unable  to  testi- 

fy in  New  York,  a  deposition  will  be 
taken  on  the  Coast.  The  suit,  in  addi- 

tion to  cancellation  of  Goldwyn's  con- tract, asks  for  $1,000,000  damages  for 
alleged  interference  by  United  Artists 
with  the  distribution  of  "The  West- 

erner." 

chase  of  new  equipment  for  ships  and 
stations. 

Suitability  Studied 

"To  provide  sound  motion  picture 
service  to  ships  and  stations  the  Bu- 

reau of  Navigation  leases  annually, 
for  a  four-year  period,  a  number  of 
the  best  programs  produced,"  Ad- 

miral Nimitz  explained.  "These  pro- 
grams are  carefully  studied  for  suit- 
ability as  to  the  subject  matter  and 

presentation,  the  selected  audience  to 
which  they  are  to  be  shown  being  the 
primary  consideration.  Of  the  pro- 

grams selected,  three  prints  are  now 
leased,  this  figure  representing  an  in- crease of  one  over  the  number  leased 
in  the  fiscal  year  1939.  This  increase 
was  necessitated  by  the  commissioning 
and  recommissioning  of  a  large  num- 

ber of  ships." 

Braden  on  "Fantasia" Frank  Braden,  veteran  amusement 
publicity  man,  has  been  assigned  to 
advance  publicity  on  Walt  Disney's "Fantasia"  and  will  handle  campaigns 
in  Washington,  Boston,  Philadelphia and  Chicago. 

Confirm  50%  Terms 

For  'Wind'  Under 

General  Release 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

vention  is  held  next  Spring,  company 
officials  returning  from  their  Chicago 
sales  meeting  said  yesterdayr 

District  and  branch  managers  were 
instructed  in  the  law  represented  by 
the  decree  and  numerous  question/ 
from  the  legal  and  practical  angles  puV 
by  the  men  were  answered  by  William 
F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales 
manager,  and  Tyree  Dillard,  home 
office  counsel. 

Actual  sales  policy  and  procedure 
under  the  decree  is  admittedly  still 
problematical,  it  was  said,  and  instruc- 

tions of  a  definite  nature  are  not  ex- 
pected to  be  given  before  Spring. 

Present  plans  call  for  the  presence  of 
all  M-G-M  sales  managers  and  sales- 

men at  the  Spring  convention. 
Rodgers  will  return  to  New  York 

from  Chicago  today.  T.  J.  Connors, 

E.  M.  Saunders  and  E.  K.  O'Shea, division  managers,  with  H.  M.  Richey, 
E.  W.  Aaron  and  Dillard  arrived  from 
Chicago  yesterday. 

Bernhard  Honored 

At  Warner  Dinner 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Hoffman,  Ted  Schlanger,  Harry 
Kalmine,  John  J.  Payette,  Herb 
Copelan,  Clayton  E.  Bond,  J.  M. 
Brennan,  Frank  E.  Cahill,  Nat 
Fellman,  Jules  Girden,  Harry  Gold- 

berg, Ed  E.  Hinchy,  Louis  J.  Kauf- 
man,- Sam  E.  Morris,  Herman  Maier, 

Harry  Mayer,  W.  Stewart  McDonald, 
Frank  Phelps,  Harold  Rodner,  Harry 
Rosenquest,  Leonard  Schlesinger, 
Abel  Vigard,  M.  Blackman,  Jules 
Levey,  Rudy  Weiss,  Ben  Wirth  and 
Lou  Brager. 

Many  Guests 
The  guests  included:  Major  Albert 

Warner,  Sam  Schneider,  Sam  Car- 
lisle, Carl  Leserman,  Herman  Starr, 

Mort  Blumenstock,  Stanleigh  P. 
Friedman,  Harold  S.  Bareford,  R.  W. 
Perkins,  Miles  Alben,  H.  Levinson, 
Morris  Ebenstein,  Joe  Hummel,  Karl 
Macdonald,  Roy  Haines,  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  Al  Schwalberg,  Arthur  Sachson, 
Arthur  J.  Siegel,  T.  J.  Martin,  W.  S. 
Halliday,  Frank  L.  Gates,  Barney 
Klawans,  Herman  Levine,  Max  Fried- 

man, Sol  Bragin,  Alex  Halpern, 
Frank  Damis,  Max  Hoffman,  Lester 
Krieger,  Harry  Feinstein,  George 
Crouch,  Ralph  W.  Budd,  A.  C.  Braun- 
inger,  Mike  Dolid,  Jacob  Schwartz, 
Frank  Marshall,  Don  Sherwood,  W. 
G.  Wallace,  Martin  F.  Bennett,  Harry 
Kaplowitz,  Moe  Henry,  Dan  Tries- 
ter,  Lou  Siegel,  Ray  Hewlett,  Harry 
Kaestner,  Joe  Tisman,  Leonard  Or- maner,  Albert  Rockvam. 
Bernhard  was  presented  with  a 

memory  book  containing  the  signa- 
tures of  the  zone  managers,  home  of- 

fice staff,  heads  of  departments  in  the 
field,  district  managers  and  all  man- 

agers in  the  Warner  circuit. 

C.  Henry  Gordon  Dead 
Hollywood,  Dec.  3. — C.  Henry 

Gordon,  57,  character  actor,  died  to- 
day at  Hollywood  Hospital  from  the 

effects  of  a  leg  amputation  performed 
yesterday.    Mrs.  Gordon  survives. 

Navy  Is  Increasing  Print 

Requirement  in  Expansion 



/ 

GENE  AUTRY'S  FIRST  *500,i 

ALL-STAR  PRODUCTION 

T 

GENE  AUTRY  -  JIMMY  DURANTE  •  ANI 

MAR 

BARTON  MacLANE  •  BARBARA  ALLEN 

"GABBY"  HAYES  '  JEROME  COWAN  •  MARY 

ROSE\ 

/I  REPUBLIC  PICTURE 



8 Motion  picture  Daily Wednesday,  December  4,  1940 

Ask  New  Vote  on 

Sunday  Pictures 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  3. — Alleged 

oversight  of  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty commissioners  in  failing  to 

provide  ballots  for  a  referen- 
dum on  Sunday  films  in  sub- 

urban McDonald,  which  has 
three  precincts  in  Washing- 

ton County  and  one  precinct 
in  Allegheny,  may  affect  the 
vote  on  the  issue.  Defeated 
by  213  votes,  Sunday  pictures 
would  have  been  favored  if 
346  voters  in  the  non-voting 
precinct  had  cast  ballots,  pe- 

titioners complain  in  a  re- 
quest for  another  referendum. 

Hollywood  Notes 

Delaware  Blue  Law 

Committee  Active 

Dover,  Del,  Dec.  3.  — The  Blue 
Laws  Commission  named  by  the  last 
session  of  the  Delaware  General  As- 

sembly to  study  possible  modernizing 
of  old  state  Sunday  laws,  held  a  two- 
hour  meeting  today  to  discuss  pro- 

cedure suggested  by  Attorney  General 
James  R.  Morford  and  the  statutes 
of  other  states. 
The  full  recommendations  of  the 

commission  will  be  made  to  the  legis- 
lature, which  convenes  next  month. 

Chairman  Ralph  L.  Minker  reported 
that  progress  has  been  made  toward 
a  solution  of  the  problem  but  refused 
to  divulge  any  details. 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3 

WARNERS  will  star  Edward  G. Robinson  in  "The  Man  They 
Couldn't  Kill,"  an  original  by  Sidney Biddell  and  Frederick  Frank.  The 
story  concerns  an  actor  who  portrays 
gangsters  who,  upon  being  hit  on  the 
head,  takes  his  stage  roles  literally. 
.  .  .  Dolly  Loehr,  13-year-old  girl 

who  made  her  screen  debut"  in  "The 
Hard-Boiled  Canary,"  formerly  called 
"Magic  in  Music"  and  before  that, 
"Interlochen,"  has  been  given  a  term 
contract  by  Paramount. 

George  Bruce  has  been  signed 
to  do  the  script  of  "Strange 
Victory,"  Rose  Franken- William 
Brown  Meloney  novel,  which 
Sol  Lesser  will  produce  for 
United  Artists  release.  .  .  . 
The  producer  contract  of  Henry 
Blanke  at  Warners  has  been 
extended  for  two  years.  .  .  .Gor- 

don Douglas  has  just  been 
signed  by  Hal  Roach  to  direct 
"Broadway  Limited."  .  .  .  Red 
Skelton  has  been  given  a  long 
term  contract  by  M-G-M,  and 
will  appear  in  "Mr.  Coed,"  new 
William  Powell-Myrna  Loy  ve- 
hicle. 

•  • 
Brenda  Marshall  and  Jeffrey 

Lynn  have  been  set  for  leads  in  "Jinx 
Women"  at  Warners.  It  is  from  an 
original  story  by  the  late  Laird 
Doyle,  film  writer  who  died  in  an 
airplane  crash.  Allen  Rivkin  and 
M.  Coates  Webster  did  the  script, 
and    Jean    Negulesco,    formerly  a 

short  subject  director,  will  get  his 
first  feature  assignment  with  this.  .  .  . 
Charles  E.  Ford,  Producers  Corp. 
of  America  general  manager,  has  sent 
a  camera  crew  to  Chicago  to  obtain 
inside-the-house  shots  of  the  Chicago 

Civic  Opera  House  for  use  in  "King- 
dom Come,"  which  will  star  John 

Charles  Thomas.  .  .  .  "Road  Show," Hal  Roach-United  Artists  production, 
will  have  its  world  premiere  at  the 
Stanley  Theatre,  Pittsburgh.  *g 

Nancy  Kelly  replaces  Evelyn 
Ankers  as  the  feminine  lead  opposite 
John  Loder,  who  replaced  George 
Sanders,  in  20th  Century-Fox's  "Un- censored."  .  .  .  Olive  Cooper  has  been 
set  to  do  the  script  for  Republic's  "In 
Old  Cheyenne."  .  .  .  Henry  Fonda 
gets  the  role  in  20th  Century-Fox's "The  Great  American  Broadcast" 
that  Tyrone  Power  was  to  have  had. 
.  .  .  Harold  Schuster  has  been  as- 

signed to  direct  Jane  Withers  in 
"A  Very  Young  Lady,"  which  Robert 
Kane  will  produce.  .  .  .  Larry  Dar- 
mour  has  set  "The  Three  Scratches" as  the  second  of  the  Ellery  Queen 
series  for  Columbia  release.  Ralph 
Bellamy,  Margaret  Lindsay,  Char- 

les Grafewin  and  James  Burke, 

who  appeared  in  the  first,  "Ellery 
Queen,  Master  Detective,"  have  been set  for  the  second.  Eric  Taylor  is 
writing  the  screenplay. 

Universal  has  signed  two  sets 
of  off -screen  romances,  Guinn 
Williams  and  Lupe  Velez,  and 
Charles  Lang  and  Helen  Par- 
rish,  for  the  top  roles  in  "Six Lessons  from  Madame  LaZon- 
ga."  John  Rawlins  will  direct. 
...  Universal  also  has  signed 
Hugh  Herbert  to  a  five  year 
contract  and  Arthur  Lubin,  di- 

rector, to  a  three  year  pact. 
•  • 

Jerry  Brandt,  who  will  produce 
the  "Scattergood  Baines"  series,  has started  construction  of  a  permanent 
set  of  "Coldriver,"  fictional  town  de- 

picted in  Clarence  Budington  Kel- 
land's  stories,  at  RKO-Pathe,  in 
Culver  City.  Bernard  Herzbrun  is 
the  art  director. 

•  • 

Lionel  Atwill  will  play  the  title 
role  in  Universal's  "The  Mysterious 
Dr.  R.,"  with  Lon  Chaney,  Jr., 
Frank  Albertson  and  Anna  Neagle 
in  support.  George  Waggner,  who 
wrote  the  story,  will  direct. 

Edward  Norris  and  Mildred  Coles 

head  the  cast  of  Warners'  "Here 
Comes  Happiness,"  which  Noel Smith  is  directing.  .  .  .  Richard  H. 
Landau  and  William  Ulman,  ,  Jr., 
were  signed  to  do  the  screenplay  of 
their  original  story  they  sold  to  Para- 

mount, "Two  Bad  Angels,"  which  Sol Siegel  will  produce  as  his  first  at 
the  studio. 

Gets  Monogram  Post 
Albany,  Dec.  3. — William  Murray, 

former  Grand  National  office  manager 
and  booker,  has  returned  here  as 
Monogram  booker,  succeeding  Mit- 

chell Pantzer,  resigned.  Pantzer  has 
left  for  Florida  for  a  month's  vacation 
before  assuming  a  post  with  a  cir- cuit here. 

11  Productions 

Start,  with  37 

Now  Shooting 

Hollywood,  Dec.  3.— Thirty-seven 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week  as  11  started  and  seven  finished. 
Thirteen  are  being  prepared,  and  66 
are  being  edited.  f\ 

The  tally  by  studios : 
Columbia 

Finished:  "The  Face  Behind  the 

Mask." 

In  Work :  "Penny  Serenade," 
"Blondie  Goes  Latin,"  "The  Devil 

Commands." 
Lesser-Lubitsch 

In  W ork :  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 

ing." 

M-G-M 
Finished :  "Come  Live  With  Me," 

"Wild  Man  of  Borneo." 
In  Work:  "Ziegfeld  Girl,"  "Men  of 

Boys  Town,"  "The  Bad  Man,"  "Four 

Cents  a  Word." Monogram 

Finished:  "Trail  of  the  Silver 

Spurs." 

Started:  "You're  Out  of  Luck." 
Producers  Releasing 

Finished:  "Misbehaving  Husbands," 
"Billy  the  Kid's  Gun  Justice." 
Started:  "Billy  the  Kid's  Range 

War." 

Paramount 

In  Work :  "The  Lady  Eve,"  "The 
Road  to  Zanzibar,"  "New  York 
Town,"  "Border  Vigilantes." 

Started:'  "Las  Vegas  Nights." RKO 

Started:  "They  Met  in  Argentina," 
"Prodigy." 

Republic 
Finished :  "Robin  Hood  of  the 

Pecos." 

Started:  "Ridin'  on  a  Rainbow." 
Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." 
20th  Century-Fox 

In  Work :  "Western  Union,"  "Tall, 
Dark  and  Handsome,"  "Murder 
Among  Friends,"  "The  Road  to  Rio," "Sleepers  West." 

Started:  "Tobacco  Road,"  "Un- 
censored,"  "The  Outlaw." Universal 

Finished:  "Who's  Crazy  Now?" 
In  W ork :  "Back  Street,"  "Nice 

Girl." 

Warners 
Finished:-  "The  Wagons  Roll  at 

Night." 

hi  Work :  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark," 
"Strawberry  Blonde,"  "Her  Great 
Lie,"  "The  Sea  Wolf,"  "Knockout." 

Started:  "Stuff  of  Heroes,"  "Here 

Comes  Happiness." 

Basil-Dipson  Circuit 

Change  Is  Effective 
Albany,  Dec.  3. — D.  &  B.  Operat- 

ing Co.,  Inc.,  Buffalo,  has  changed  its 
name  to  Dipson  Theatres,  Inc.,  while 
Dipson-Basil  Theatres,  Inc.,  changed 
its  corporate  name  to  Dipson  Realty 
Co.,  Inc. 
The  formal  change  of  name  makes 

effective  the  purchase  of  the  Basil  in- 
terests in  Buffalo  in  the  breakup  of 

the  Basil-Dipson  circuit  interests there. 

Keep  Your  Accounts  Easily,  Accurately! 

NEW  SIMPLIFIED  THEATRE 

BOOKKEEPING  SYSTEM ■ 

■  Exhibitors,  The  Theatre  Management  Record  and  Annual 

Tax  Register  has  been  devised  expressly  for  you.  So  utterly 

simple,  it  requires  no  bookkeeping  experience;  it  includes  individual 

sections  for  all  operating  data  and  is  designed  so  that  full  tax 

information  is  always  readily  available.  You  will  have  a  complete 

up-to-the-minute  record  of  your  business  always  before  you  with 

this  amazing  new  self-operating  system.   Order  it  today. 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER  CENTER  NEW  YORK 
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'Alley'  Scores 

Good  $32,800, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  3.  —  "Tin  Pan 
Alley"    and    "The    Gay  Caballero" scored  a  total  of  $32,800,  with  $14,300 

_at  the  Chinese  and  $18,500  at  Loew's 
^  "State.  "Arise  My  Love,"  plus  Jerry "'■^olonna  on  the  stage  of  the  Para- 
,  mount,  took  $18,000  in  the  third  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27: 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (20th-Fox) 
CHINESE  —  (2,500)     (33c-44c-55c-7Sc)  7 

days.  Gross:  $14,300.   (Average,  $12,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"   (U.  A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (75c  $1.65) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average, 
$17,000) 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 

4  STAR— (900)  (44c-5Sc)  7  days,  3rd  week. 
Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $3,250) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man,"  (Univ.) 
HILLSTREET  —  (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"The  Gay  Caballero"  (20th-Fox) 
LOEW'S  STATE — (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.  Gross:  $18,500.   (Average:  $14,000) 

"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) PANTAGES — (3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $5,000.   (Average,  $7,000) 
"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,595)     (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,    3rd    week.    Stage:    Jerry  Colonna: 
Rube    Wolf    &    Orchestra.    Gross:  $18,000. 
(Average,  $18,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER     BROS.     (HOLLYWOOD) — 

(3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)     7    days.  Gross: 
$12,600.   (Average,  $14,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER     BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)— 

(3,400)     (33c-44c-55c-7Sc)     7    days.  Gross: 
$12,700.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Great  Dictator" 
UNITED  ARTISTS-(2,100)*  (68c-$1.65)  7 days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $12,000 

'Letter'  Pittsburgh 
Winner  at  $17,500 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  3.— The  Stanley 
topped  Thanksgiving  week  with  $17,- 
500  for  "The  Letter,"  Loew's  Penn 
with  "Bitter  Sweet"  took  $14,500. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  28 : 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (Zflth-Fox) 
FULTON— (1,700)  (28c-44c)  4  davs.  3rd 

week.  Gross:  $2,200.  (Average,  7  days, $5,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S    PENN— (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $14,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.B.) 
RITZ— (800)    (28c-44c)    7    days.  Gross: 

$1,500.      (Average,  $3,000) 
"Before  I  Hang"  (Col.) 
"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
SENATOR  —  (1,800)     (28c-44c)     4  days. 

Gross:  $1,600.     (Average,  7  days,  $5,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
STANLEY— (3,500)    (28c-39c-55c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $17,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
"Tugboat  Annie"  (W.B.) 
WARNER  —  (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,800.     (Average.  $5,000) 

U.A.  Personnel  Shifts 
Earl  Collins,  United  Artists  branch 

manager  in  Denver,  has  been  shifted 
to  Los  Angeles  manager,  replacing 
Ewen  MacLean,  resigned.  Al  Hoff- 

man, chief  Denver  salesman,  has  been 
named  Denver  manager.  Alex  Singe- 
low,  Denver  salesman,  has  been  given 
a  post  in  the  Seattle  exchange,  and 
Jack  O'Bryan  has  been  moved  from Seattle   to   the    San    Francisco  ex- 
hange. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Dark  Streets  of  Cairo" 
(Universal) 
The  story  of  archaeologists  in  Egypt  seeking  to  recoup  from  thieves 

a  fabulous  collection  of  jewels,  "Dark  Streets  of  Cairo"  is  melodrama, 
with  murders  in  secret  passages  and  the  like.  There  are  many  humorous 
situations  throughout,  however,  which  add  zest  to  the  film. 

Sigrid  Gurie,  Ralph  Byrd,  Eddie  Quillan,  George  Zucco,  Katherine 
DeMille  and  Rod  LaRocque  are  the  more  important  members  of  the  cast 
and  handle  their  respective  assignments  competently.  Quillan  is  especially 
good,  providing  the  comedy  as  a  member  of  the  archaeologist  group. 

The  original  screenplay  by  Alex  Gottlieb  was  directed  by  Leslie  Kar- 
dos.  Miss  Gurie  is  seen  as  the  niece  of  the  prospective  buyer  of  the 
jewels,  and  Zucco  as  the  head  of  the  thieves  who  nonchalantly  murders 
his  adversaries.     Miss  DeMille  is  his  wife. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.  "G."* 

'G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"The  Kiss  of  Fire" 
(Hakim) 
Viviane  Romance,  as  a  reckless  wench,  stacks  her  feminine  allure 

against  Tino  Rossi,  a  Don  Juan  and  heart-breaker  in  his  own  right, 
but  the  male  finds  himself  no  match  for  Miss  Romance,  who  is  de- 

scribed gaily  in  a  program  note  as  "la  renaissance  du  sex-appeal." 
She  is  forthright,  if  nothing  else,  and  her  vigorous  portrayal  of  a 

light  o'  love  flitting  from  man  to  man  has  a  certain  sweep  and  humor. 
It  all  starts  when  Michel  Simon,  in  his  helpless  way,  picks  up  Miss 
Romance  and  brings  her  home  with  him.  Rossi,  a  singer  in  a  restaurant, 

is  engaged  to  marry  Mireille  Balin.  Although  attracted  by  Simon's new  friend,  he  promises  Simon  to  stay  away  from  her.  At  this  point 
Miss  Romance  sets  her  cap  for  Rossi  and  the  chase  is  on. 

Running  time,  83  minutes.    "A."  *  Edward  Greif 

"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

'Angels'  and 

Garber  Pull 

Well  in  Loop 

Chicago,  Dec.  3. — "Angels  Over 
Broadway"  with  Billy  Gilbert  and  Jan 
Garber's  orchestra  on  the  stage  of  the 
State-Lake,  took  $19,000.  "Dance, 
Girl,  Dance"  plus  Woody  Herman  and 
his  band  at  the  Oriental  scored  $17,- 
500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  29: 

"Lcng  Voyage  Home"  (U.A.) 
APOLLO— (1.4C0)  (35c-55c-65c-75c)  7  days. 2nd  week.    Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $6,500) 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Xavier  Cugat  Orchestra.  Ray  Bol- ger.     Gross:  $36,000.     (Average,  $32,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
GARRICK— (1,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days. 3rd  week.    Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Dance,  Girls,  Dance"  (RKO) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)  (25c-40c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Woody  Herman  Band.  Gross:  $17,- 500.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 

"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
PALACE— (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days. Gross:  $15,000.     (Average,  $13,000) 

"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)  (35c-55c-65c-75)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
STATE -LAKE— (2,700)  (25c -40c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Billy  Gilbert;  Jan  Garber  Orchestra. Gross:  $19,000.     (Average,  $15,000) 
"Third   Finger,   Left   Hand"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS—  (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 

7  days.     Gross:  $12,000.     (Average,  $14,000) 

'Escape*  Captures 

$10,800  in  Montreal 
Montreal,  Dec.  3. — "Escape" 

scored  $10,800  at  Loew's  and  was  held for  a  second  week.  The  second  week 
of  "Strike  Up  the  Band"  at  the  Pal- 

ace registered  $6,900.  Storms  hurt 
business. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  29 : 

"Night  Train  to  Munich"  (British) 
"Bad  Little  Angel"  (British) 
CAPITOL— (2,547)  (25c -40c -55c -65c)  7  days. Gross:   $6,700.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  —  (2,800)    (30c-40c-60c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,800.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM — (919)  (75c-$1.10)  7  days,  3rd 

week.    Gross:  $2,300.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.    Gross:  $6,900.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
PRINCESS  —  (2,272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, $4,500) 

'Police*  Is  Omaha 

Smash  at  $13,700 

Omaha,  Dec.  3.— "North  West 
Mounted  Police,"  single  featured  at 
advance  prices,  drew  a  big  $13,700  at 
the  Omaha.  The  weather  was  cold 
and  stormy. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27-28: "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 

"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)   (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,600.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
OMAHA  —  (2.G00)    (35c-40c-55c)    7  davs. Gross:  $13,700.    (Average.  $6,000) 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"The  Quarterback"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,800.    (Average,  $7,200) 

Keep  'cm 

ROMANTIC 

Keep  'em
 

LAUGHING 

4 

A  COLUMBIA 

PICTURE 



10 Motion  Picture  Daily Wednesday,  December  4,  1940 

Broadcasters 

Dispute  F.C.C. 

Police  Powers 

Washington,  Dec.  3.  —  The 
FCC  is  powerless  to  act  so  long  as 
a  broadcaster  meets  the  require- 

ments of  the  FCC  relating  to  public 
interest  and  character,  it  was 
argued  today  by  Phillip  Hennessey, 
NBC  counsel,  at  the  final  hearing 
before  the  commission  on  its  mon- 

opoly committee  report. 

Closing  the  two-day  hearings, 
interested  parties  were  given 
until  Dec.  16  in  which  to  file 
briefs  suggesting  methods  for 
improving  competition. 
Hennessey  declared  that  even  though 

a  licensee  may  use  the  power  of  his 
license  to  suppress  competition  and  en- 

gage in  unfair  practices,  the  FCC  is 
without  authority  to  act  so  long  as  the 
licensee  meets  the  commission's  re- 

quirements. Hennessey  made  this  as- 
sertion after  Martin  Gang,  represent- 

ing the  Independent  Artists'  Repre- sentatives, and  Waddill  Catchings  of 
Associated  Music  Publishers  had 
charged  the  two  major  networks  with 
using  their  artist  bureaus  to  the  dis- 

advantage of  independent  agents. 
Louis  G.  Caldwell,  Mutual  counsel, 

submitted  recommendations  for  regu- 
lation of  networks  closely  approxi- 
mating those  suggested  last  week  by 

the  FCC.  Caldwell  charged  the  two 
competing  networks  were  operating  in 
violation  of  anti-trust  laws. 

Joins  Director  Guild 

As  Publicity  Adviser 
Hollywood,.  Dec.  3.  — George 

Brown,  former  publicity  director  for 
Columbia  and  until  recently  a  member 
of  the  Warner  studio  publicity  depart- 

ment, has  joined  the  executive  staff 
of  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  in  a 
public  relations  advisory  capacity. 
Brown  refused  over  the  weekend 

to  state  his  exact  position  with  the 
guild,  and  whether  he  was  resigning 
his  Warner  post  or  applying  for  a 
leave  of  absence. 

Ascap  Membership 
Now  Includes  1,306 

Admission  of  44  new  mem- 
bers to  Ascap  brings  member- 
ship to  a  new  all-time  high, 

Gene  Buck,  president  has  dis- 
closed. The  total  of  1,306  in- 

cludes 1,166  composer-authors 
and  140  publishers.  Including 
the  44  most  recently  admitted, 
139  have  joined  this  year. 
Heading  the  list  of  serious 

music  composers  joining  re- 
cently are  Eugene  Ormandy, 

conductor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Orchestra,  and  Aaron  Cop- 

land. Among  the  newly  added 
popular  song  writers  are 
Jimmy  Dorsey,  Bennv  Meroff, 
Walter  O'Keefe  and  Mort Greene. 

Off  the  Antenna 

\Af  ORK  on  the  new  FM  transmitter  for  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  will  start 
*  *   immediately,  and  should  be  ready  and  in  operation  within  three  months, 

officials  said.    'We  hope  to  have  a  construction  permit  for  a  television  trans- 
mitter granted  to  us  by  the  FCC  in  the  near  future,"  it  was  said  by  officials. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Samuel  Bicknell,  of  the-  IVOR  sales  promotion  depart- 
ment, was  married  recently  to  the  former  Mary  Elton  Roberts.  .  .  .  Tom 

Hamilton,  IVOR  salesman,  became  the  father  of  a  ly^-pound  boy  last  iveek. 
.  .  .  Jimmie  Lunceford  will  start  a  weeks'  engagement  at  Locw's  State  to- 

morrow and  will  go  into  the  RKO  Keith,  Boston,  Dec.  12.  .  .  .  Dick  Bray, 
WSAI,  Cincinnati,  sportscaster,  and  the  former  Patricia  Sharkey  have  been 
married.  .  .  .  Robert  Henderson,  of  the  NBC  news  department,  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Naval  Reserve,  is  en  route  to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  for  active  duty.  He  is 
the  first  NBC  employee  to  be  called  up. 

•  •  • 
KFBC,  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  will  join  NBC  Saturday  as  a  bonus  outlet 

on  the  Blue  network  Mountain  Group.  As  of  Dec.  15,  NBC  will  have 
219  affiliates.  KFBC  operates  on  1,420  k.c.  with  250  watts  day  and  100 
night.    The  cut-in  announcement  rate  is  §6  nights  and  $3  days. 

•  •  • 

WTAD,  Quincy,  111.,  will  join  CBS  Jan.  1  to  become  the  network's 123rd  affiliate.  WTAD  has  been  authorized  to  operate  on  900  k.c.  with  1,000 
watts,  full  time.    The  basic  rate  will  be  $125  per  evening  hour. 

•  •  • 
Program  News:  Red  Barber  has  been  selected  to  do  the  description  of  the 

professional  football  championship  game  Sunday  from  M/ashington.  Mutual 
announces  that  121  stations  will  carry  the  game.  .  .  .  Ben  Grauer's  contract 
as  announcer  on  Kay  Kyser's  "College  of  Musical  Knowledge"  has  been renewed  effective  Jan.  22.  .  .  .  Al  Pearce  and  his  Gang  have  been  renezved 
over  CBS  for  an  additional  26  weeks  by  R.  J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Co.  .  .  .  The 
J.  B.  Williams  Co.  has  renewed  "True  or  False"  over  23  NBC-Blue  stations. 
.  .  .  Members  of  the  cast  of  Oxydol's  "Ma  Perkins"  will  celebrate  the  seventh 
birthday  of  the  show  on  NBC  at  a  dinner  at  the  Racquet  Club,  Chicago,  to- 

night. Two  of  the  cast,  Virginia  Payne  and  Charles  Egelston,  have  been 
with  the  program  since  its  debut  on  Dec.  3,  1933. 

Mutual  Nov.  Gross 

Up  91%;  CBS  Rise  6% 
Mutual  gross  billings  during  No- 

vember almost  doubled  over  the  cor- 
responding month  in  1939,  showing  an 

increase  of  91.9  per  cent,  most  of 
which  was  due  to  last  minute  political 
bookings.  CBS,  too,  was  aided  some- 

what by  political  talks  and  showed  a 
6.2  per  cent  rise  over  November,  1939. 

The  gross  take  for  CBS  for  Novem- 
ber was  $3,689,778,  as  compared  with 

$3,474,163  in  the  same  month  last 
year.  Mutual  grossed  $627,562  for  the 
month,  as  compared  with  $327,045  in 
November,  1939. 

Cumulatively  for  the  first  11  months 
gross  billings  for  CBS  were  $37,205,- 
560,  a  rise  of  20  per  cent,  and  for  Mu- 

tual $4,190,071,  up  39.6  per  cent. 

Stromberg  Set  Sales 

10%  Above  Last  Year 
Rochester,  Dec.  3. — Stromberg 

Carlson  radio  sales  during  the  current 
year  have  exceeded  by  10  per  cent  last 
year's  figures,  when  more  sets  were sold  than  in  any  year  since  1929, 
Wesley  M.  Angle,  president,  has  re- 

ported. The  company  at  present  is  carrying 
a  backlog  of  orders  for  all  types  of 
equipment  400  per  cent  greater  than 
at  this  time  last  year,  Angle  said. 

Upstate  Theatre  Burns 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  3. — Vivien 

Sweet's  Star  Theatre  here  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  night,  with  the 

loss  of  prints  on  a  feature,  newsreel 
and  short  subject.  It  followed  the 
burning  of  Lafe  Quinlan!s_ide.al  The- 

atre, Chateaugay,  recently. 

Legion  Approves  7 
Of  Nine  New  Pictures 
A  Czech  film  was  condemned,  a 

French  film  was  classified  as  objec- 
tionable in  part,  while  four  pictures 

were  found  unobjectionable  for  gen- 
eral patronage  and  three  unobjection- 
able for  adults,  of  the  nine  films  re- 

viewed and  classified  by  the  National 
Legion  of  Decency  this  week. 
The  films  and  their  classification 

follow:  Class  A-l, Unobjectionable  for 
General  Patronage — "Barnyard  Fol- 

lies," "Border  Legion,"  "Melody 
Ranch,"  "Take  Me  Back  to  Okla- 

homa." Class  A-2,  Unobjectionable 
for  Adults — "Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis," 
"Mayerling  to  Sarajevo,"  "Tin  Pan 
Alley."  Class  B,  Objectionable  in 
Part — "Two  Women."  Class  C,  Con- 

demned— "Merry  Wives." 

BMI  Gets  Cuban  Music 
BMI  has  announced  the  acquisition 

of'  the  performing  rights  of  music 
controlled  by  Institucion  Nacional  de 
Autores,  Compositores  y  Editores  de 
Cuba,  which  includes  most  of  the  na- 

tive Cuban  music,  it  was  said,  as  well 
as  those  owned  by  D.  Appleton-Cen- 
tury  Co.  which  includes  many  arrange- 

ments of  Gilbert  &  Sullivan  music, 
sacred  music,  and  a  number  of 
classical  composers. 

Ingrid  Bergman  Loaned 
Hollywood,  Dec.  3. — David  O. 

Selznick  has  loaned  Ingrid  Bergman 
to  M-G-M  to  star  with  Robert  Mont- 
omery  in  the  film  version  of  James 

Hilton's  book,  "Rage  in  Heaven." Robert  Sinclair  will  direct. 

Rehearse  Guild  Plan 

The  Theatre  Guild's  production  of 
Tennessee  Williams'  new  play,  "Battle 
of  Angels,"  has  gone  into  rehearsal 
with  Miriam  Hopkins  in  the  leading 
role  and  Margaret  Webster  directing. 

Musical  Films 

Escape  Radio 
Ban  on  Ascap 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

belong  to  the  producer  who  copyrights 
the  entire  motion  picture. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  memory!  ♦ 
dum  that  a  musical  work  is  considered 
to  belong  to  Ascap  if  either  the  com- 

poser, or  lyric  writer,  or  publisher,  or 
arranger,  is  a  member  of  Ascap,  or  if 
any  of  them  are  members  of  a  foreign 
society  which  has  an  agreement  with 
Ascap.  Even  where  such  a  person  is 
under  contract  to  a  studio,  the  small 
rights  still  belong  to  Ascap,  if  he  is  a 
member. 

Individual  Songs  Not  Permitted 

Since  small  rights  in  such  instances 
belong    to    Ascap,    individual  songs 
alone  from'  a  picture  will  not  be  per 
mitted  on  the  air  either  to  exploit 
films  or  for  any  other  purpose.  How 
ever,  the  grand  rights  belong  to  the 
producer  and  with  his  permission  the 
songs  may  be  used  over  the  air  pro 
vided  the  entire  film  or  a  substantial 
portion  is  dramatized  over  the  air  at 
the  same  time.    The  same  ruling,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  CBS  copyright  bu- 

reau,   applies    to    musical  comedies, 
operas,  operettas,  revues  and  major 
symphonic  works. 

"In  some  instances,"  says  the  mem- 
orandum," the  line  of  demarcation  be 

tween  small  and  grand  rights  is  ex 
tremely  fine.     Therefore,  each  case 
must  be  considered  individually." 

The  memorandum  sets  forth  precau 
tions  to  be  taken  to  avoid  infringe 
ment  of  the  Ascap  rights  after  Jan. 
1  and  points  out  that  penalties  of  not 
less  than  $250  and  not  more  than 
$5,000  may  be  imposed  for  violations 
The  Ascap  membership  contract  pro- 

vides for  control  of  small  rights  on 
compositions  by  members  in  all  classi- 

fications and  deals  with  future  as  well 

as  past  works. 
After  listing  publishers  with 

whom  BMI  has  agreements  and 
other  music  available,  it  is 
pointed  out  six  recording  com- 

panies are  turning  out  non- 
Ascap  recordings.  BMI  will 
furnish  at  least  500  recorded 
titles  before  Dec.  15  as  a  bonus 
service,  without  charge,  to 
member  stations. 

CBS  will  have  an  18-hour-a-day 
music  clearance  department  which  will 
also  operate  weekends,  but  because  of 
the  complicated  structure  the  usual 
last  minute  changes  will  not  be  pos- 

sible. Duplication  restrictions  on  the 
network  will  be  reduced  from  two 
hours  to  one. 

Programs  which  will  benefit  prin- 
cipally under  the  grand  rights  ruling 

which  refers  to  films  will  be  such 

shows  as  "Lux  Radio  Theatre," "Screen  Guild  Theatre"  and  the  Kate 
Smith  show,  all  of  which  give  long 
dramatizations  of  the  film  stories  they 
use.  However  the  loss  of  exploitation 
values  because  individual  songs  can- 

not be  used  on  the  air  will  still  be 
substantial,  it  was  pointed  out.  It 
is  likely  that  BMI  will  make  some  of 
its  original  music  available  to  film 
companies  for  their  mutual  benefit. 
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Government  Is 

Asked  to  Open 

British  Studios 

Fight  Brews  on  Bookings 
Of  Closed  Houses 

London,  Dec.  4. — A  group  rep- 
resenting the  employe  organizations 

in  the  industry  will  appear  before 
the  British  Board  of  Trade  tomor- 

row with  an  appeal  for  Govern- 
ment action  looking  toward  im- 

provement of  the  production  situa- 
tion. 

The  group  will  make  a  special 
plea  for  release  of  film  studios 
which  have  been  commandeered 
by  the  Government  for  war  pur- 

poses, and  release  of  techni- 
cians from  war  service. 

It  is  planned  later  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion to  Ernest  Bevin,  Minister  of 

Labor  in  the  British  Cabinet  and  one 
of  the  most  powerful  members  of  the 
Government.  Such  a  move  would  be 
in  line  with  complaints  previously 
made  to  the  Government  by  American 
companies  here. 

Meanwhile,  trade  circles  here  an- 
ticipate an  industry  fight  over  the 

attitude  of  the  Kinematograph  Renters 
Society  (distributors)  concerning 
theatres  closed  by  the  war.  The  Lon- 

don and  Home  Counties  Branch  of 
the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Asso- 

ciation will  discuss  the  situation  at 
the  general  council  meeting  this 
month  at  Llandudno,  in  Wales. 
The  K.R.S.  policy  aims  at  the  con- 

tinuance of  booking  contracts  pending- 
theatre  reopenings,  with  the  distrib- 

utor having  the  option  of  determining 
the  films  to  be  shown. 
The  distributors  today  refused  the 

request  of  the  London  C.E.A.  branch 
that  a  representative  group  meet  with 
the  exhibitors  to  discuss  the  situation. 

Col.  Quarter  Profit 

Rises  to  $153,878 

Columbia  yesterday  reported  net 
profit  of  $153,878,  after  all  charges 
and  provision  for  Federal  taxes,  for 
the  first  quarter  ended  Sept.  28,  of 
the  company's  fiscal  year.  The  result compares  with  a  loss  of  $104,751  for 
the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
after  similar  deductions. 

The  company's  working  capital  at the  end  of  the  quarter  amounted  to 
$11,196,979.  Current  assets  were  $13,- 
082,811  and  current  liabilities  $1,885,- 
831. 

Study  New  Plan  on 

Film  News  Program 

For  South  America 

An  economical  plan  for  radio  broad- 
casts of  film  news  in  South  America 

is  being  studied  by  foreign  department 
publicity  men  of  major  companies, 
with  a  report  on  its  cost  and  other 
practical  angles  scheduled  to  be  sub- 

mitted to  the  M.P.P.D.A.  within  the 
next  few  weeks. 

The  plan,  developed  by  Dave  Blum, 

assistant  to  Arthur  M.  Loew,  M-G-M' foreign  department  head,  contemplates 
the  recording  of  film  programs  here 
and  in  Hollywood,  the  discs  to  be 
shipped  to  the  South  American 
branches  of  the  major  companies  for 
placement  locally  with  broadcasting 
stations  there. 
The  plan  was  proposed  as  an  al- 

ternative to  use  of  NBC's  South 
American  short  wave  for  film  pro- 

grams. Home  office  foreign  depart- 
ments, with  the  exception  of  RKO, 

regard  the  latter  as  a  costly  publicity 
method  of  doubtful  value,  due  to  the 
limited  number  of  short  wave  receiv- 

ing sets  in  South  American  territories 

and  to  generally  poor'  reception  on  the sets  in  use  there.  Because  of  this,  they 
do  not  favor  continued  use  of  short 

wave.  It  is  argued  that  Blum's  tran- scription plan  not  only  should  be  more 
economical  than  use  of  the  short  wave, 
but  also  should  reach  many  more  lis- 

teners in  South  America,  with  better 
reception  on  the  local  long  waves. 
Major  company  heads  still  are  con- 

sidering use  of  the  short  wave  as  a 
phase  of  the  inter- American  good-will 
program,  however. 

COLUMBIA  READY 

TO  ATTACK  DECREE 

Counsel  Prepared  to  Challenge  Its  Legality 

At  Court  Hearing  Today  on  U.  S.  Move 

To  File  Amended  Bill  of  Complaint 

Columbia  is  prepared  to  open  a  direct  attack  on  the  legality  of  the 
consent  decree  at  the  hearing  before  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 

in  U.  S.  District  court  here  today  on  the  Government's  application  for 
leave  to  file  an  amended  complaint 
companies,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 

Arbitration 

To  Be  Simple 

Efforts  to  make  arbitration  under 
the  decree  as  simplified  and  inexpen- 

sive for  exhibitors  as  possible  will  be 
the,  aim  of  the  administrative  commit- 

tee of  the  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation, it  was  stated  yesterday  follow- 

ing the  committee's  first  meeting. 
The  meeting  completed  a  simplified 

form  of  complaint  which  will  be  used 
to  initiate  arbitration  proceedings  and 
a  cost  form  which  sets  forth  the 
charges  involved.  Both  were  drafted 
with  the  consideration  that  no  attor- 

ney is  required  by  exhibitors  desiring 
to  bring  an  arbitration  proceeding,  it 
was  said.  Paul  Felix  Warburg,  chair- 

man of  the  administrative  committee, 

presided. 

'Awful  Substitute  for  Art  \ 

Says  Beecham  of  Screen 

By  PAT  DONOVAN 
Montreal,  Dec.  4. — Speaking  at  a 

meeting  of  the  Canadian  Club  in  the 
Windsor  Hotel  on  Monday,  Sir 
Thomas  Beecham,  composer  and  or- 

chestra conductor,  castigated  t  he 
American  cinema — all  cinema  for  that 
matter — terming  it  an  "awful  substi- 

tute for  art." In  his  tirade  against  the  film  in- 
dustry, Sir  Thomas  set  forth  that  the 

good  old  British  drama,  as  far  as  the 
British  Dominions  were  concerned, 
was  dead,  damned  and  buried.  As- 

suming that  the  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation here  cling  to  the  traditions  of 

the  old  countries,  he  asked  them  to 
consider  the  fact  in  the  leading  cities 
of  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Can- 

ada the  theatre  was  not  to  be  found. 
(.Continued  on  page  7) 

Film  Executives  to 

Attend  Fund  Dinner 

A  number  of  industry  executives 
are  expected  to  attend  the  auction  din- ners for  the  War  Relief  Fund  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  for  aid  to  Great 
Britain,  to  be  held  A'londay  and  Tues- 

day evenings  in  the  ball  room  of  the 
Hotel  Plaza.  Dorothy  Thompson  will 
be  among  the  speakers. 

Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach  is  chair- 
man of  the  affair.  In  addition  to  Arch- 

bishop Francis  J.  Spellman,  J.  P. 
Morgan  and  others,  among  committee 
members  are  the  following  in  the 
amusement  industry:  Major  Edward 
Bowes,  Frank  Capra,  Jean  Hersholt, 
Floyd  B.  Odium,  William  S.  Paley 
and  Edwin  L.  Weisl. 

against  the  three  non-consenting 

Counsel  for  Universal  and 
United  Artists  yesterday  filed  a 
motion  directing  the  Govern- 

ment to  sever  the  three  non- 
consenting  companies  from  the 
"Big  Five,"  which  are  also 
named  in  the  Government's  pro- 

posed amended  complaint,  al- 
though the  decree  relieves  them 

of  the  status  of  defendants. 

The  motion  was  filed  by  Edward 
C.  Raftery  of  O'Brien,  Driscoll  & 
Raftery,  who  represents  Universal 
and  United  Artists  jointly,  and  in 
this  the  strategy  of  these  companies 
differs  from  that  of  Columbia  in  op- 

posing the  Government's  move  to bring  a  new  action  against  the  three 
non-consenting  companies. 

Would  Force  New  Complaint 

Should  Raftery's  motion  succeed,  it 
would  force  the  Government  to  file  a 

new  complaint  against  the  three  non- 
consenting  companies.  Lawyers  inter- 

ested in  the  case  point  out  it  would 
obviously  be  difficult  for  the  Govern- 

ment to  prove  a  conspiracy  among  the 
"Little  Three"  to  monopolize  the  in- dustry. 

Columbia,  United  Artists  and  Uni- 
versal, meantime,  have  applied  to 

Judge  Goddard  for  an  order  staying 
prosecution  of  the  Nashville,  Buffalo 
and  Oklahoma  City  anti-trust  suits, 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  New  York (Continued  on  page  7) 

Complete  Decree 

Reprints  Available 
Revised  reprints  of  the  final 

text  of  the  New  York  case 
consent  decree,  the  rules  of 

arbitration,  the  Government's statement  of  its  position  and 
the  map  of  arbitration  juris- 

dictional districts  are  avail- 
able upon  request,  without 

charge.  Address  your  request 
to  Motion  Picture  Daily, 
Rockefeller  Center,  New  York 
City. 
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Plan  British  War 
Relief  Fund  Here 

Plans  for  a  British  War  Re- 
lief unit  sponsored  by  New 

York  branch  managers  are 
going  forward  at  the  sugges- 

tion of  Major  Albert  Warner, 
vice-president  of  Warners. 
Harry  H.  Buxbaum,  20th 

Century-Fox  branch  manager, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  film 
exchange's  committee  for  the 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Fed- 

erations of  Jewish  Charities, 
is  directing  the  organizing 
plans.  Warner  addressed  the 
committee  at  a  meeting  in 
Buxbaum's  office  early  this week. 

Personal  Mention 

Pine,  Thomas  Form 

Producing  Company 
Hollywood,  Dec.  4. — William  H. 

Pine,  associate  producer  for  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  and  William  C.  Thomas, 
former  producer  at  Paramount,  today 
announced  the  formation  of  a  new 
company,  Picture  Corp.  of  America. 
A  deal  has  been  set  under  which 
Paramount  will  release  three  films  on 
the  1941-'42  schedule. 

Pine,  who  still  retains  the  DeMille 
post,  is  president,  and  Thomas  execu- 

tive vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. The  first  of  the  three  films, 

all  aviation  action  pictures,  will  be 
"Power  Dive,"  starring  Richard 
Arlen,  from  an  original  by  Paul 
Franklin  and  a  screenplay  by  Maxwell 
Shane.  Shooting  will  start  in  Jan- 

uary at  the  Fine  Arts  Studio,  com- 
pany headquarters. 

Terry  DeLapp  and  Ed  Churchill 
are  in  charge  of  advertising  and  pub- 

licity. The  latter  resigned  from  the 
Paramount  publicity  department  yes- 

terday to  join  DeLapp  in  his  publicity 
organization. 

Skouras  Confers  on 

Greek  Relief  Drive 

Hollywood,  Dec.  4. — Spyros  Skou- 
ras, acting  as  president  of  the  Greek 

War  Relief  Association,  conferred 
here  last  night  with  Will  Hays  and 
members  of  the  Producers'  Associa- 

tion on  means  of  raising  $10,000,000 
to  aid  Greece. 
He  conferred  today  with  Samuel 

Goldwyn,  chairman  of  the  industry's permanent  charities  committee.  Last 
night  Skouras,  accompanied  by 
Charles  Skouras,  Arch  Bowles  and 
Peter  Boudoures,  discussed  the  matter 
with  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  George 
Schaefer,  Joseph  McDonough,  Walter 
Wanger,  B.  B.  Kahane,  Edward  Man- 
nix,  Cliff  York,  Nate  Blumberg,  Mat- 

thew Fox,  Goldwyn,  Jack  L.  Warner 
and  Harry  M.  Warner. 

Guild  Play  in  New  Haven 
The  Theatre  Guild's  new  play, 

"Battle  of  Angels,"  by  Tennessee  Wil- 
liams, will  open  at  the  Shubert,  New 

Haven,  Dec.  27,  to  be  followed  by  a 
Boston  engagement.  Miriam  Hopkins 
is  the  star. 

Moray  Due  Dec.  16 
Norman  Moray,  short  subject  sales 

manager  for  Warners,  has  left  the 
Coast,  after  production  conferences. 
While  en  route  to  the  home  office, 
where  he  is  due  Dec.  16,  he  will  make 
stops  at  Warner  exchanges. 

CAM  DEMBOW,  Paramount  home 
*J  office  theatre  executive,  is  at  the 

Leroy  Sanatorium,  suffering  from  in- 
juries received  in  an  automobile  acci- 

dent Tuesday.  His  condition  _  yester- 
day was  reported  as  fair.  He  is  being 

attended  by  Dr.  Emanuel  Stern. 
• 

Will  H.  Hays  is  scheduled  to 
arrive  here  Monday  following  a 
three  weeks  visit  in  Hollywood.  He 
left  the  Coast  by  train  yesterday  and 
will  stop  off  at  his  Sullivan,  Ind., home. 

• 

Charles  Schwartz,  counsel  for 
United  Artists  and  Columbia,  is 
scheduled  to  arrive  from  the  Coast today. 

Jules  Girden,  Warner  home  office 
executive,  will  be  operated  on  today 
at  Manhattan  General  Hospital. 

• 

William  Dorfman  of  the  RKO 
studio  is  in  Scranton. 

• 

Wesley  Ruggles  arrives  from 
Miami  by  plane  today  and  is  scheduled 
to  leave  for  the  Coast  next  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday.  He  is  returning  from 
a  South  American  honeymoon. 

• 

Mary  Louise  Mahon  of  the  Com- 
erford  booking  office,  Scranton,  Pa., 
was  recently  married  to  Thomas  J. 
Reagan,  Jr.,  in  Dunmore,  Pa. 

• 

Joseph  Cawley,  assistant  manager 
of  the  West  Side  Theatre,  Scranton, 
Pa.,  is  recovering  from  a  broken  arm. 

Cinema  Lodge  Elects 

Its  Officers  Tonight 

Cinema  Lodge  of  the  B'nal  B'rith will  elect  officers  tonight  at  a  meeting 
at  the  Hotel  Astor.  A  financial  report 
will  be  given  the  members  on  the  or- 

ganization's recent  banquet  and  ball and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  to 
various  charities  and  funds.  A.  W. 
Schwalberg,  president,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  meeting. 

Circuit  Profit  $7,708 
Loew's  London  Theatres,  Ltd.,  of 

London,  Ont.,  has  reported  a  net  in- 
come of  $7,708  for  the  year  ending 

Aug.  29.  This  compares  with  $11,816 
for  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

Resigns  from  Columbia 
Hollywood,  Dec.  4. — Ira  Uhr,  Co- 

lumbia casting  director  for  the  last 
two  years,  resigned  today. 

JOSEPH  HAZEN,  Warner  attor- «J  ney,  has  arrived  on  the  Coast  to 
confer  with  Harry  M.  Warner,  pres- 

ident, and  studio  officials. 
• 

Morris  Kinzler,  Jeffrey  Bernerd, 
George  Schwartz,  Earle  W.  Ham- 

monds and  Arthur  Lee  having  lunch 
at  the  Tavern  yesterday. 

• 

Roy  Disney,  Hal  Horne,  Kenny 
Baker,  Joseph  Moskowitz  and  Jack 
Goetz  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St)  yesterday 
for  lunch. • 
Maurice  Freeman,  Sam  Cosman, 

Edward  Peskay  and  Rube  Jackter 

lunching  yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to the  Rivoli). 
• 

Jake  Wilk,  M.  C.  Levee,  Stephen 
Pallos,  Max  Gordon,  Charles 
Sonin,  I.  E.  Lopert,  Marcus  Hei- 
man,  Arthur  Krim  and  Taylor 

Holmes  lunched  yesterday  at  Sardi's. • 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  Harry 

Kaufman,  Ted  O'Shea,  Max  A. 
Cohen,  John  W.  Hicks  and  Rus- sell Holman  lunching  yesterday  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. • 

Anthony   Petrie,  assistant  man- 
ager of  Loew's  State,  New  Orleans, 

is  back  at  work  after  a  three-month 
absence  following  an  operation. 

• 

Celia  Wachs,  relief  cashier  at  the 
Roman  and  American,  Pittston,  Pa., 
was  married  to  Raymond  Delaney, 
Jr.,  there  recently. 

Greenthal  to  Confer 

With  U.A.  Ad  Heads 

Hollywood,  Dec.  4.— Monroe  Green- 
thai,  newly  appointed  director  of  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  for  United  Art- 
ists, will  confer  with  U.  A.  producers' publicity  representatives  at  a  studio 

luncheon  tomorrow  to  discuss  the  com- 
pany's exploitation  and  advertising 

program.  He  plans  to  leave  for  New 
York  tomorrow  by  plane  and  expects 
to  return  here  in  several  weeks. 

Moss  Plans  Theatre 
B.  S.  Moss,  president  of  the  Forest 

Hill's  Realty  Corp.,  plans  an  amuse- ment center,  housing  a  film  theatre, 
cafe,  bowling  alley  and  stores,  in 
the  Forest  Hills,  L.  I.,  business  sec- tion. 
There  will  be  an  underground 

garage  for  several  hundred  cars, 
among  other  features. 

La.  Censor  Threat 
Is  Now  Eliminated 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  4. — The threat  of  censorship  which 
has  hung  over  Louisiana 
theatres  since  the  late  Huey 
Long  had  a  law  passed  and 
threatened  to  invoke  it  un- 

less the  theatres  restored 

vaudeville,  has  been  dissi- 
pated by  the  passage  of  the 

"reorganization"  amendment 
in  the  recent  general  election, 
it  was  learned  today.  The 
amendment  does  not  provide 
for  a  censor  board. 

Broidy  Starts  First 
Tour  of  Exchanges 

Boston,  Dec.  4. — Samuel  Broidy, 
newly  appointed  general  sales  manager 
for  Monogram,  who  succeeds  Edward 
A.  Golden,  left  here  today  on  his  first 
official  visit  to  company-owned  ex- 

changes in  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington. 

Broidy  was  honored  at  a  testimonial 
dinner  here  last  night  at  the  Hotel 
Statler.  Hy  Fine  was  toastmaster. 
Edward  Morey  presented  a  gift  to 
Broidy  on  behalf  of  the  local  Variety 
Club,  which  he  headed.  Speakers  in- 

cluded Martin  Mullins,  who  succeeds 
Broidy  as  head  of  the  Variety  Club ; 
Abe  Yarchin,  Morey  Goldstein,  Wil- 

liam Kelly  and  Sam  Pinanski.  Maurice 
Wolf,  M-G-M  district  manager,  also 
paid  tribute  to  Broidy. 

Rites  for  Mrs.  Robbins 
New  Haven,  Dec.  4. — Funeral  serv- 

ices were  held  today  for  Ruth  C.  Rob- 
bins,  wife  of  A.  E.  Robbins,  Jr.,  one 
of  the  operators  of  the  Strand,  Ham- 
den,  Conn.,  who  died  after  a  long 
illness.  Robbins  is  president  of  the 
Hamden  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Referee  McNabb  Dies 
Los  Angeles,  Dec.  4. — Samuel  W. 

McNabb,  71,  Federal  referee  in  bank- ruptcy, died  today.  He  was  in  charge 
of  the  preliminary  work  of  the  Fox 
West  Coast  reorganization  several 
years  ago. 

Joseph  Gaites  Dead 
Boston,  Dec.  4. — Joseph  M.  Gaites, 

67,  theatrical  producer  at  one  time  as- sociated with  the  Shuberts,  died  at  the 
Deaconess  Hospital  here  yesterday. 
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The  American  Way 

Dallas,  Dec.  4 

THE  local  Variety  Club  will  hold  its  sixth  annual  New  Year's  Eve celebration  in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Adolphus  Hotel  here.  It 
will  be  known  as  "an  American  party."  R.  J.  O'Donnell  is  chief  barker of  the  club. 

Paul  Short  will  stage  the  entertainment,  and  Harry  Sachs  is  chair- 
man of  reservations.  The  dinner  menu,  in  keeping  with  the  party's 

designation,  will  include :  Baltimore  blue  points,  New  England  vege- 
table soup,  Vermont  guinea  hen  with  Arkansas  crabapple,  Mississippi 

peas,  Alabama  yams,  Michigan  string  beans,  California  salad,  Georgia 
cornbread,  Tennessee  biscuit,  Louisiana  molasses  pie,  East  Texas  pecans, 
West  Texas  cactus  candy,  Pan  American  coffee,  Rio  Grande  Valley 
fruits. 
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Hollywood  Review 

"West  of  Pinto  Basin" (Monogram) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  4. — Ray  "Crash"  Corrigan,  John  "Dusty"  King  and 
Max  "Alibi"  Terhune  manage  to  round  up  a  gang  of  stagecoach  robbers 
in  this  third  of  the  "Range  Busters"  series  produced  by  George  Weeks 
for  Monogram  release. 

The  robbers  had  been  preventing  shipments  of  money  from  leaving 
the  western  town  of  Pinto  Basin,  and  thus  in  turn  forestalling  erection 
of  an  irrigation  project.  An  original  story  by  Elmer  Clifton,  the  screen 
adaptation  was  written  by  Earle  Snell. 

Besides  the  principals,  the  cast  includes  Jerry  Smith,  listed  as  "the 
yodeling  cowboy  of  radio  station  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;"  Gwen 
Gaze,  who  provides  romantic  interest  as  the  town  banker,  and  Tristram 
Coffin,  Jack  Perrin  and  Carl  Mathews.  Smith  sings  two  specialty  songs, 

and  Lew  Porter  and  Johnny  Lange  wrote  the  film's  featured  song.  S. 
Roy  Luby  directed. 
Running  time,  60  minutes.    "G."*  W.  S. 

'North  West' 

Is  Seattle  Hit 

With  $11,000 

Seattle,  Dec.  4. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  at  the  Paramount, 
with  prices  slightly  advanced,  took 
3>11,000.  "Arise,  My  Love"  and 
^/Christmas  in  July"  at  the  Fifth  Ave- nue grossed  $8,500.  The  weather  was 
mild. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  29 : 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (2flth-Fox) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) BLUE  MOUSE  —  (950)  (30c -40c -50c)  7 
days,  <Srd  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, 

$4,000)  ' "Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
FIFTH  AVEENUE—  (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 

65c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average, 
$7,000) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
LIBERTY  —  (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $4,400.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,600.  (Average, 
$4,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Calling  All  Husbands"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)  (30c-40c-50c)  4  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $2,400.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Melody  Ranch"  (Repub.) 
PALOMAR  —  (1,500)     (20c-30c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Vaudeville  headed  by  Large  &  Morg- ner.    Gross:  $5,200.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"Northwest  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (40c-50c-65c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

'Police'  Cincinnati 
Lead  with  $8,500 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  4. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  took  $8,500  in  the 
second  week  at  the  RKO  Capitol  at 
an  advanced  scale.  "You'll  Find  Out" 
gave  the  RKO  Palace  $11,500,  and 
"The  Letter"  did  $12,000  at  the  RKO Albee. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27-30: 

"The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
RKO  ALBEE  —  (3,300)   (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $12,000.     (Average,  $12,000) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
RKO  PALACE  —  (2,700)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $11,500.     (Average,  $10,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  SHUBERT—  (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average, 
$5,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para) 
RKO    CAPITOL— (2,000)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.     Gross:  $8,500.  (Average, 
at  33c-40c-50c,  $5,500) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
RKO     GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.     Gross:  $4,500 

"Dreaming  Out  Loud"  (RKO) 
RKO  LYRIC  (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $2,600.     (Average,  $4,500) 
"Girl  from  Havana"  (Rep.) 
"Comin'  Round  the  Mountain"  (Para.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)  (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,200.    (Average,  $1,200) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
"Laddie"  (RKO) 
RKO  FAMILY—  (1,000)  (15c-28c)  3  days. 

Gross:  $900.  (Average,  $800) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
KEITH'S— (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $3700    (Average,  $5,000) 

Plan  Car  Giveaway 

Seattle,  Dec.  4. — Seattle's  five  first 
run  theatres,  operated  by  three  com- 

peting circuits,  are  combining  on  an 
automobile  giveaway  scheduled  for 
Dec.  13.  On  that  night,  the  Fifth  Ave- 

nue, Orpheum  and  Paramount  of  the 
Hamrick-Evergreen  circuit,  John 
Danz's  Palomar  and  Jensen- Von 
Herberg's  Liberty  jointly  will  raffle two  cars. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Providence  Gives 

'Escape'  $14,500 

Providence,  Dec.  4. — "Escape"  and 
"Hullabaloo"  at  Loew's  State  played 
to  $14,500,  and  the  Majestic's  double 
bill,  "The  Letter"  and  "Charter  Pilot," drew  $8,100. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27-28: 

"Kit  Carson"   (U.  A.) 
"Slightly  Tempted"  (Univ.) 
RKO    ALBEE— (2,239)     (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $5,600.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)   (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:    $14,500.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:    $8,100.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
"South  of  Karanga"  (Univ.) 
STRAND— (2,200)     (28c-39c-50c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $6,000 
"Wildcat  Bus"  (RKO) 
METROPOLITAN — (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days,  Stage  show  with  Blue  Barron's orchestra;  Marty  May;  Tip,  Tap  and  Toe; 
Beverly  Roberts;  and  the  Top  Hatters. 
Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
CARLTON — (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $2,100.  (Average,  $3,500) 

"Wagon  Train"  (RKO) 
"Sky  Devils"  (Caddo)  (Re-Issue) 
FAY'S— (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)     6  days. 

Gross:  $2,900.   (7-day  average,  $2,500) 
"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M)  (3  days) "Pier  13"  (ZOth-Fox)  (3  days) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.)  (4  days) 
"Third   Finger,   Left   Hand"    (M-G-M)  (4 days) 
EMPIRE— (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 

Gross:  $1,800.  (Average,  $1,700) 

Theatre  Man  Named 

R.  /.  Governor's  Aide 
Providence,  Dec.  4. — Governor- 

Elect  Howard  J.  McGrath  of  Rhode 
Island  has  selected  Thomas  J.  Mee- 
han,  former  theatre  executive,  to  be 
gubernatorial  executive  secretary 
when  McGrath  goes  to  the  State 
House  Jan.  1. 
Meehan,  after  many  years  with  the 

Poli  Circuit,  became  city  manager  for 
RKO  here  in  1932,  handling  the  RKO 
Albee  and  Victory  Theatres.  Later,  he 
went  to  Boston  to  supervise  RKO 
properties  there.  He  returned  briefly 
to  manage  the  Albee  again,  and  during 
the  past  few  years  has  been  public 
relations  man  for  the  local  electric 
light  company. 

'Police'  Garners 

$21,000  in  Detroit 
Detroit,  Dec.  4. — A  good  business 

was  reported  by  the  larger  theatres 
despite  inclement  weather  and  snow. 
The  Michigan  grossed  $21,000  with 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  and 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's,"  while  the 
Fox  grossed  $18,500  with  "Tin  Pan 
Alley"  and  "Blondie  Plays  Cupid." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  28: 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Young  People"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.  B.) 
"Foreign  Correspondent"  (U.  A.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
FOX— (5,000)  (15c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$18,500.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN  —  (4,000)    (15c-44c-55c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:    $21,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) "Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
PALMS  —  (2,700)     (25c-39c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-55c) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Aver- 
age, $10,000) 

'Find  Outf  at  $9,300 

Leads  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  4. — "You'll  Find 

Out"  and  "Charter  Pilot"  did  $9,300 
at  the  Indiana  in  a  week  of  moderate 
weather  and  excellent  business.  "Bit- 

ter Sweet"  and  "Blondie  Plays  Cupid" 
took  $10,000  at  Loew's. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  28-29: 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $5,100.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $9,300.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  —  (2,800)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"A  Dispatch  from  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
LYRIC  —  (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Vaudeville,  with  Adrian  Rollini  Trio. 
Gross:  $7,600.    (Average,  $8,000) 

New  Museum  Department 
A  department  of  photography  will 

be  established  by  the  Museum  of  Mod- 
ern Art  about  the  first  of  the  year. 

Ansel  Adams,  California  photographer, 
has  been  retained  as  consultant. 

'Alley'  Pulls 

Big  $23,000 
Frisco  Gross 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  4. — -"Tin  Pan 
Alley"  and  "Haunted  Honeymoon" took  $23,000  in  the  first  week  at  the 

Fox,  while  "The  Great  Dictator" scored  $18,500  in  the  second  week  at 
the  United  Artists.  The  weather  was 

good. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Nov.  26-29 : "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN   GATE— (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.     Stage:    vaudeville.     Gross:  $16,500. (Average,  $15,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
FOX— (5,000)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $23,000.    (Average,  $16,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (2,440)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $7,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $14,000.    (Average,  $11,500) 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS—  (1,200)  (75c-$1.10)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $18,500.  (Average, 
$8,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,400.  (Average, 

$6,000) "North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
WARFIELD—  (2,680)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average, 
$12,000) "Schubert's  Serenade"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (I5c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: $700.    (Average,  $1,000) 

'Bitter  Sweet'  Gets 

$12,500,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Dec.  4. — In  the  face  of 

competition  from  the  Ice  Follies  and 

traveling  World's  Fair  show,  "Bitter 
Sweet"  drew  $12,500  at  Loew's  State, 
and  "One  Night  in  the  Tropics,"  aided 
by  the  "Hollywood  Revue"  on  the 
stage,  took  $15,000  at  the  RKO 
Palace. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  28: 

"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47e)  9  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $4,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER'S  HIPPDROME — (3,800)  (33c- 

39c-47c)  9  days.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average, 7  days,  $11,000) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
"Yesterday's  Heroes"  (20th-Fox) 
LAKE— (900)    (28c-40c)    7    days.  Gross: $900.    (Average,  $1,500) 

"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
RKO    PALACE  —  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

"Hollywood    Revue"    on    stage,    7  days. Gross:  $15,000.    (Average,  $13,500) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)   (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,500.    (Average,  $11,000) "Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (7Sc-$1.10) 

7  days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average, 

$4,000) 

French-Canadian  Short 

Montreal,  Dec.  4. — "Un  du  Vingt 
Deuxieme"  ("One  of  the  22nd  Regi- 

ment"), a  short  in  French  for  French- 
Canadian  audiences,  has  been  com- 

pleted by  Associated  Screen  Studios. 
It  is  being  shown  for  the  first  time 
at  the  St.  Denis  Theatre  here. 

French  Film  Ready 

"Hotel  du  Nord,"  French  film  star- 
ring Annabella  and  Louis  Jouvet,  will 

be  released  here  the  end  of  this  month 
by  Juno  Films.  Marcel  Carne  di- rected. 
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|  Warners  and  Erpi 

End  License  Pacts 

Termination  by  mutual  agreement  of 
all  existing  license  agreements  between 
Warners  and  Erpi  was  announced  yes- 

terday by  Harry  M.  Warner,  president 
of  Warners. 
The  picture  company  discontinued 

the  use  of  Western  Electric  recording 
equipment  several  years  ago,  and  since 
Hs  been  using  RCA  Photophone 
y  vyipment.  The  license  agreements 
..lth  Erpi  were  10-year  contracts  and 
had  about  four  more  years  to  run. 
Only  a  "nominal,  legal  consideration" was  tendered  Erpi  by  Warners  for  the 
discontinuance  of  the  contracts,  War- 

I  ner  spokesmen  said. 
The  contracts  involved  cover  record- 

ing equipment  only,  since  Erpi  with- 
drew from  the  reproducing  licensing 

field  several  years  ago.  The  termina- 
tion of  the  contracts  was  effective  yes- 

terday and  applied  to  those  in  existence 
between  subsidiaries  of  the  two  com- 

panies, foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  in- 
cluding English  subsidiaries. 

Officials  of  both  companies  said  that 
no  litigation  is  involved  in  the  settle- 

ment agreement,  and  emphasized  that 
it  had  no  significance  other  than  a 
mutual  agreement  to  dispense  with 
contracts  which  were  not  being  used. 

Helen  Hayes,  Evans 

Guide  Fund  Supper 
Helen  Hayes  will  act  as  hostess  and 

Maurice  Evans  as  host  at  a  buffet  sup- 
per next  Sunday,  the  first  in  a  series 

to  be  held  each  Sunday  evening 
throughout  the  Winter  at  the  Hotel 
Algonquin  by  the  Theatre  Wing  of 
the  Allied  War  Relief  to  raise  money 
for  mobile  cantonments  for  the  British. 

The  cast  of  "Twelfth  Night,"  in which  Miss  Hayes  and  Evans  are 
starred,  will  attend  the  supper.  The 
cost  is  $2,  of  which  all  but  60  cents 
goes  to  the  relief  fund. 

New  Barry  Play  Ready 
An  important  Theatre  Guild  play 

will  be  Philip  Barry's  play  with 
music,  "Liberty  Jones,"  which  will  go 
•into  rehearsal  this  month.  Barry's 
.comedy,  "The  Philadelphia  Story," 
■'has  been  made  into  a  film  by  M-G-M. 
'•  The  play  is  on  tour. 

Schwartz  Leaves  Brandt 
Arthur  Schwartz  has  resigned  as 

Brandt  circuit  head  booker  to  enter 
the  bakery  business.  He  will  be  given 
a  farewell  luncheon  Dec.  17  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  He  will  be  succeeded 
by  his  assistant,  Joseph  Ingber. 

Boretz  Play  Booked 
"The  Hard  Way,"  new  play  by Allen  Boretz,  produced  by  Boretz  and 

Morris  Helprin,  has  been  booked  for 
the  Plymouth,  Boston,  for  a  week 
prior  to  the  Broadway  opening  on 
.Jan.  7. 

Authoress  at  IS 

Gloria  Sileo ,  13-year-old 
daughter  of  Jimmy  and  Co- 

lumbia Sileo,  theatrical  pho- 
tographers, has  completed  a 

mystery  novel,  "The  Foot- 
steps on  the  Gravel  Path," which  she  wrote  in  55  days. 

'Awful  Substitute  for  Art9, 

Says  Beecham  of  Screen 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

In  its  place  what  did  he  find?  "I 
find,"  he  said,  "that  most  terrifying, 
humiliating,  disconcerting,  ear-split- 

ting and  sight-unnerving  phenomenon 
called  the  American  cinema." Sir  Thomas,  who  had  been  expected 
to  speak  about  music  and  musicians, 
excused  himself  from  discussing  what 
was  professional,  and  instead  gave  as 
his  subject  "The  Decline  and  Fall  of 

Thespis." The  speaker  laid  it  down  to  his 
hearers  that  the  cinema's  notorious 
popularity  had  ousted  the  spoken 
drama,  saying :  "This  awful  substitu- tion for  art  is  the  only  thing  that 
you  and  your  children  have  to  see 
and  listen  to  in  this  great  British 
Dominion,  and  I  have  to  assume  that 

you  prefer  this." Sir  Thomas'  remarks  were  spoken 
generally,  but  might  have  been  taken 
as  a  local  slap,  for  professional  drama 
and  the  stage  in  Montreal  is  almost 
absolutely  a  dead  issue.  Road  com- 
oanies  take  the  "portage"  route  about Montreal  in  order  to  play  Toronto 
and  other  westerly  points. 

Sir  Thomas  Beecham  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  Beecham,  who  amassed  a  for- 

tune of  nearly  $150,000,000  in  the 
manufacture  of  pills  for  pale  people. 

'Bitter  Sweet'  Gets 

$17,500  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Dec.  4.— "Bitter  Sweet," 
grossed  $17,500  at  Loew's  State.  "The 
Letter"  and  "The  Mark  of  Zorro" 
drew  $6000  at  the  Missouri. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  28 : 

"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
AMBASSADOR— (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 7  days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $11,500) 

"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
"Melody  in  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
FOX — (5,038)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Gold  Rush  Maisie"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE — (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 7  days.    Gross:   $17,500.    (Average,  $13,000) 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Mark  cf  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
MISSOURI  —  (3,514)     (28c-39c-44c-56c)  7 days.    Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
"Who  Killed  Aunt  Maggie"  (Rep.) 
ST.  LOUIS  —  (4,000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. Gross:   $3,200.    (Average,  $2,600) 

'Police'  at  $11,700 
Is  Best  in  Buffalo 

Buffalo,  Dec.  4. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  drew  a  strong  $11,- 
700  at  the  Great  Lakes.  "Tin  Pan 
Alley"  and  "Gallant  Sons"  at  the Buffalo  took  $13,800. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  30 : 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
BUFFALO — (3,489)      (35c-60c)     7  days. Gross:  $13,800.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (44c-65c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $11,700.    (Average  at  35c-55c,  $7,500) "Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 
"Father  Is  a  Prince"  (W.  B.) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)   (30c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,100.    (Average,  $6,800) 

"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Dr.  Christian  Meets  the  Women"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH   CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 40c)  7  days.   Gross:  $5,900.   (Average,  $7,500) 

"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $6,300) 

New  Savo  Comedy 

Will  Open  Tonight 

The  new  Jimmy  Savo  com- 
edy, "Mum's  the  Word,"  fea- turing Hiram  Sherman,  opens 

tonight  at  the  Belmont.  The 
play  was  produced  by  Savo, 
Inc.,  and  written  and  directed 

by  Savo. 

Film  Seizure  Held 

Illegal  in  Alabama 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Dec.  4. — The 

Birmingham  ordinance  which  permits 
police  to  ban  a  picture  deemed  inde- 

cent does  not  permit  seizing  of  the 
film  or  locking  the  doors  of  the  the- 

atre, the  Alabama  Supreme  Court 
ruled  in  permitting  contempt  of  court 
proceedings  to  be  filed  against  five 
Birmingham  city  officials. 
The  action  grew  out  of  seizure  of 

a  film  from  the  Galax  Theatre  which 

was  attempting  to  show  "French  Girls' Club."  The  theatre  obtained  a  tem- 
porary injunction  against  the  police, 

who  went  ahead  anyhow  and  seized 
the  film  and  closed  the  house  tempo- 

rarily. The  theatre  then  filed  con- 
tempt proceedings  which  the  city  en- 

deavored to  block  by  a  writ  of  pro- hibition. 

Remodel  Buffalo  House 

Buffalo,  Dec.  4. — The  Granada 
Theatre  has  been  remodeled. 

Col.  Is  Ready 

To  Challenge 

U.  S.  Decree 

(Continued  from  paye  1) 
action.  That  order,  also,  will  be  heard 
today. 

In  addition  to  opposing  the  Govern- 
ment's application  for  leave  to  file  an 

amended  complaint,  Columbia  will  also 

seek  the  dismissal  of  the  Government's pending  suit  on  the  ground  that  the 
consent  decree  in  that  case  removes 
any  cause  of  action  which  the  Govern- 

ment might  have  had  against  the 
three  smaller  companies. 

No  Right  to  Object,  Said  Court 
If  this  procedure  is  unsuccessful, 

Columbia,  through  its  counsel, 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  is  prepared  to 
attack  the  legality  of  the  decree  itself. 
The  court  held  at  the  hearing  on  the 
decree,  Nov.  16,  that  the  non-consent- 

ing companies,  being  outside  of  the 
decree  and  not  bound  by  it,  did  not 
have  the  right  to  object  to  it. 

Now,  in  seeking  to  file  its  amended 
complaint  against  Columbia,  Universal 
and  United  Artists,  the  Government 
states  that  the  purpose  of  the  action 
will  be  to  bring  the  three  companies 
under  the  decree.  This,  attorneys  be- 

lieve, opens  the  way  to  a  direct  attack 
on  the  decree's  legality  by  any  of  the non-consenting  companies. 

Reopen  in  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Columbia,  S.  C,  Dec.  4.  —  The Strand,  dark  since  it  was  damaged  by 

fire  several  weeks  ago  has  reopened. 

WHEN  I  HOOK 'EM... 

THEY  STAY  HOOKED! 

BIGGER  AND  BETTER 

THAN  "HE  STAYED 

.FOR  BREAKFAST"/ 

Rosalind  RUSSELL*  Melvyn  DOUGLAS 
in 

mis 
 i*r

"* 

BmfmJ0*0  A  COLUMBIA 
"W  PICTURE 
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Off  the  Antenna 

A FUND  in  excess  of  $800,000  for  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund's proposed  home  for  aged  performers  was  assured  yesterday  when 
Gulf  Oil  renewed  the  "Screen  Guild  Theatre"  over  CBS  for  the  remain- 

ing 26  weeks  of  the  season.  Screen  actors  perform  without  payment  on 
the  show  and  the  Fund  collects  $10,000  weekly  from  the  sponsor.  The 
programs  started  in  1938  and  more  than  700  performers,  directors  and 
writers  either  participated  directly  or  pledged  their  aid  when  required. 
Construction  of  the  home  is  now  assured,  Jean  Hersholt,  president  of  the 
Fund,  declared  when  he  learned  of  the  renewal. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Lester  Gottlieb,  Mutual  publicity  director,  left  for  Wash- 

ington yesterday  to  supervise  details  of  the  broadcast  of  the  professional  foot- 
ball championship  game  there  Sunday.  On  his  zvay  back  he  will  visit  several 

Mutual  stations  and  will  return  next  Wednesday  .  .  .  Arthur  Perles  of  the 

CBS  publicity  staff  returned  to  his  desk  yesterday  after  a  week's  illness  .  .  . Reiland  Quinn,  general  manager  of  KYA,  San  Francisco,  until  three  months 
ago,  has  returned  to  the  station  as  program  manager  .  .  .  Pat  O'Brien,  Warner 
star,  zvill  be  guest  on  Bill  Stem's  "Sports  Newsrcel"  over  NBC-Blue  at  9:45 P.  M.  Sunday  .  .  .  Madge  Evans  zvill  be  guest  of  Adelaide  Hawley  on 
"Woman's  Page  of  the  Air"  over  WABC  at  8:45  A.  M.  Wednesday. 

•    •  • 

NBC  is  experimenting  with  a  new  type  of  filter  which  will  make  it 
possible  to  use  the  same  antenna  for  both  television  and  FM  transmission. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  both  types  of  broadcasting  require  the  tallest 
possible  antenna  located  close  to  the  center  of  a  trading  area,  the  use 
of  one  antenna  for  both  may  solve  a  lot  of  headaches.  Attachment  of  a 
filter  is  expected  to  do  the  trick.  NBC's  television  and  FM  transmitters 
are  located  atop  the  Empire  State  Building. 

•  •  • 
Construction  of  studios  and  antenna  for  a  television  outlet  for  KFRC, 

San  Francisco,  is  scheduled  to  start  soon  after  the  first  of  the  year, 
according  to  William  Pabst,  station  manager.  The  exact  starting  date 
will  depend  on  reports  of  tests  now  being  made  at  W6XAO,  Don  Lee 
station  in  Los  Angeles.  .  .  .  WDSU,  New  Orleans,  is  scheduled  to  start 
operations  on  5,000  watts  on  New  Year's  Day  when  Sugar  Bowl  Day  is celebrated.    New  studios  in  the  Hotel  Monteleone  are  also  planned. 

Theatre  Changes 

FCC  Approval 

Is  Sought  on 

4  FM  Stations 

Washington,  Dec.  4.— Applica- 
tions for  construction  permits  for  four 

additional  FM  broadcasting  stations 
have  been  filed  with  the  Federal  Com- 

munications Commission. 
The  requests  were  submitted  by  the 

Mercer  Broadcasting  Co.,  seeking  a 
44,700-kilocycle  station  in  Ewing 
Township,  N.  J.,  to  cover  3,700  square 
miles  with  a  population  of  910,000 ; 
the  New  Jersey  Broadcasting  Corp., 
for  a  47,900-kilocycle  station  in  New 
York  to  cover  8,900  square  miles  with 
a  population  of  10,400,000;  the  Penn- 

sylvania Broadcasting  Co.,  for  a  44,- 
700-kilocycle  station  in  Philadelphia 
to  cover  9,585  square  miles  with  a 
population  of  4,474,940,  and  Cherry  & 
Webb  Broadcasting  Co.,  for  a  47,500- 
kilocycle  station  at  Providence,  to 
cover  6,207  square  miles  with  a  popu- 

lation of  4,230,838. 
Ask  Construction  Permits 

The  commission  also  received  appli- 
cations for  construction  permits  from 

the  Colonial  Broadcasting  Corp.,  for 
a  new  1,200-kilocycle,  250- watt  sta- 

tion at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  the  Nash- 
ville Radio  Corp.,  for  a  1,380-kilocy- 

cle,  1,000-watt  station  at  Nashville. 
Changes  in  facilities  were  requested 

by  Stations  WCLE,  Cleveland,  ask- 
ing for  a  change  of  frequency  from 

610  to  640  kilocycles,  extension  of 
time  from  day  to  limited,  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  500  to  1,000 
watts ;  WAKR,  Akron,  Ohio,  for  in- 

crease of  power  from  1,000  to  5,000 
watts,  and  KDRO,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,500  to 
800  kilocycles,  change  of  time  from 
unlimited  to  day  and  increase  of  power 
from  250  to  1,000  watts. 

Many  Plays  Set  for 

Philadelphia  Public 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4. — Hollywood 
names  head  an  abundance  of  legiti- 

mate fare  here  for  the  next  three 
months,  according  to  announcement  of 
bookings  for  the  Forrest  and  Locust 
St.  Theatres  by  general  manager  Law- 

rence Shubert  Lawrence.  The  Forrest 

offers  a  return  engagement  of  "Du- 
barry  Was  A  Lady"  this  week,  fol- 

lowing on  Dec.  11  with  "Pal  Joey," 
for  10  days.  Dennis  King  bows  as 
star  and  producer  of  a  new  musical 
play,  as  yet  untitled,  on  Dec.  26.  Janu- 

ary bookings  for  the  Forrest  bring 
"Crazy  With  the  Heat"  on  Jan.  13, 
and  "The  Man  Who  Came  To  Din- 

ner" on  Jan.  20  for  two  weeks.  "Hellz- 
apoppin"  is  scheduled  to  open  Feb. 17  for  an  indefinite  run. 
At  the  Locust  St.,  following  the 

current  run  of  "Ladies  in  Retirement," 
"Off  the  Record"  will  open  on  Dec. 9.  Dante  follows  on  Dec.  23  for  two 
weeks  with  his  "Sim  Sala  Bim"  magic 
show ;  "Separate  Rooms"  is  set  for 
Jan.  6,  and  "The  Time  of  Your  Life" opens  Jan.  27. 

Other  bookings  for  either  the  For- 
rest or  Locust  St.,  although  definite 

dates  have  not  been  set  as  yet,  include 
"The  Male  Animal,"  "Kind  Lady," 
revival  of  "Blind  Alley,"  revival  of 
"Blossom  Time"  and  others. 

Town  to  Get  First  House 

Newmanstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  4. — This 
eastern  Pennsylvania  community  will 
get  its  first  film  house  before  the  close 
of  the  year  when  Mark  Rubinsky 
takes  over  the  town  firehouse,  reno- 

vates it  and  renames  it  the  Lyric. 

Loew  N.  Y.  House  to  Open 

Loew's  American,  new  2,000-seat 
theatre  in  the  Parkchester  develop- 

ment in  the  Bronx,  will  be  opened 
about  the  end  of  this  month. 

Reopens  Columbus  Suburban 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  4.  —  The 
suburban  Bexley,  previously  operated 
by  the  Lindenberg  interests,  but  closed 
a  few  months  ago  has  been  reopened 
by  Fred  W.  Rowlands,  who  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  house. 

K.  C.  Suburban  Is  Closed 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  4.— The  St. 
John,  suburban  house  here,  has  been 
closed.  E.  Rolsky,  who  operates  the 
National,  and  who  had  the  St.  John 
for  some  years,  disposed  of  his  inter- 

ests in  the  theatre  and  building  re- 
cently. Later  the  lease  was  taken  over 

by  C.  A.  Schultz  of  Commonwealth Theatres. 

Plans  Connecticut  House 
Bristol  Conn.,  Dec.  4.  —  Joseph 

Faith,  exhibitor  in  Terryville,  Union- 
ville,  and  Collinsville,  Conn.,  plans  to 
convert  Red  Men's  Hall  into  a  700- 
seat  theatre. 

Takes  Pennsylvania  House 

Nurenberg,    Pa.,    Dec.    4. — Peter 
Magazzu  has  taken  over  the  Rex, 
which  will  be  reopened  as  the  Andrea. 

Shift  Hamrick  Managers 
Seattle,  Dec.  4.  —  A  number  of 

manager  changes  have  been  made  by 
Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres  here. 
William  Hamrick,  former  manager  of 
the  Coliseum,  has  been  advanced  to 
an  executive  post  in  the  circuit  offices 
and  is  being  replaced  by  Marvin  Fox, 
former  assistant  at  that  house.  Fox's post  is  being  taken  by  John  Bardue, 
recently  a  doorman  at  the  Paramount. 
Fax  Duncan,  former  manager  of  the 
Blue  Mouse,  and  Clyde  Strout,  former 
assistant  manager  at  the  Paramount, 
are  exchanging  posts. 

Manages  Danz  Houses 
Seattle,  Dec.  4. — Gene  Aldrich  has 

been  appointed  manager  of  John  Danz' Florence  and  Circle  Theatres  here. 
He  formerly  was  manager  of  the 
Unique  Theatre  in  Spokane. 

Remodel  Frisco  Theatre 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  4. — The  lobby 

of  Dan  McLean's  Embassy  Theatre 
has  been  remodeled,  improvements  in- 

cluding installation  of  a  lobby  candy 
counter. 

Iowa  House  Nearly  Ready 

Grundy  Center,  la.,  Dec.  4. — The 
Center  Theatre,  chosen  as  the  name 
of  the  theatre  that  has  been  under  con- 

struction here  to  replace  the  New 
Grundy,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
will  be  completed  shortly.  John  Mar- shall is  manager. 

Reopens  Fowler,  Ind.,  House 
Fowler  Ind.,  Dec.  4. — The  Dream- 

land has  been  reopened  by  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Griffis,  who  will  operate  and  man- 

age it. 

A  Problem  Solved 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  4. — 
Downtown  exhibitors  are  ju- 

bilant at  plans  of  a  city-ap- 
proved corporation  to  con- struct a  huge  underground 

garage  beneath  Union  Square, 
opposite  the  St.  Francis  Ho- 

tel. The  city's  acute  parking 
problem  will  be  eased  with 
parking  space  for  at  least 
5,000  cars,  with  work  on  the 
$3,300,000  project  to  start  hyf 
the  Spring.  II  ♦  _J 

Prepare  New  Radio 

Giveaway  Program 

Another  big  giveaway  radio  program 
is  being  prepared  by  Stack-Goble,  ad- 

vertising agency  which  handles  the "Pot  o'  Gold"  show  for  Turns.  Hal 
Kemp,  radio  director  for  Stack-Goble, admitted  yesterday  that  a  plan  is  under 
consideration  to  blanket  the  metropoli- 

tan area  with  the  show,  which  would 
give  away  $500  weekly,  by  using  the 
three  major  non-network  stations, 
WNEW,  WMCA  and  WHN,  simul- 

taneously. The  program  probably  will 
be  heard  Wednesday  nights. 
Although  Kemp  asserted  that  no 

contracts  had  been  signed  yet,  he  said 
that  the  format  would  be  exactly  like 
that  of  "Pot  o'  Gold"  and  for  the same  sponsor,  except  that  Tommy 
Tucker's  band  would  be  used  instead 
of  Horace  Heidt  and  the  giveaway 
would  be  smaller.  "Pot  o'  Gold"  gives 
away  $1,000  weekly  to  a  telephone  sub- scriber selected  by  a  spinning  wheel, 
provided  there  is  someone  home  to 
answer  the  telephone. 

The  decision  to  try  a  local  show 
was  based  on  the  heavy  concentration 
of  telephones  in  this  area,  it  was  said. 
Use  of  three  major  stations  simul- 

taneously would  be  something  of  a 
precedent.  Kemp  said  the  show  would 
have  a  studio  audience  to  watch  the 
■■elections  but  denied  reports  that  the 
program  would  emanate  from  a 
Broadway  theatre. 

Canada  Music  Fee 

Appeal  Tomorrow Totonto,  Dec.  4. — The  proposed 
license  fees  of  the  Canadian  Perform- 

ing Rights  Society  for  1941  will  be received  by  the  Copyright  Appeal 
Board  of  the  Dominion  Government 
on  Friday,  when  objections  to  any  fee 
revisions  will  be  accepted  from  users 
of  musical  work. 

The  new  schedule  is  understood  to 
include  increased  rates  for  broadcast- 

ers and  hotels,  but  fees  for  theatres 
are  understood  to  be  unchanged  from 
19  0.  Representatives  of  independent 
radio  stations  and  hotels  are  preparing 
to  protest  the  new  rates.  The  Can- 

adian Broadcasting  Corp.  stated  today 
that  the  Government  network  is  not 
affected  by  the  increased  rates  of  the society. 

Renews  CBS  Program 
Prudential  Insurance  Co.  of  Amer- 

ica yesterday  renewed  "When  a  Girl Marries"  over  51  CBS  stations.  The 
program  is  heard  Mondays  through 
Fridays  at  12:15  P.  M. 
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Holdovers  on 

Broadway  Beat 

Cold  and  Snow 

Grosses  Generally  Good; 

'Tin  Pan,'  'Letter'  Held 

Holdover  attractions  drew  strong 
grosses  at  Broadway  first  runs  the 
past  week  despite  a  sharp  drop  in 
temperature  and  a  snow  storm  which 
blanketed  the  metropolitan  area.  The 
week's  take  was  sizeable  despite  the 
fact  that  the  films  at  most  of  the 
major  houses  were  holdovers. 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  with  a  stage  show 
at  the  Roxy  continued  big  and  drew 
an  estimated  $47,200  for  its  second 
week.  The  third  week  started  yester- 

day, and  the  film  may  be  held  a  fourth. 
Another  big  holdover  attraction  was 

"The  Letter"  with  Ozzie  Nelson's band  and  Harriet  Hilliard  on  the  stage 
at  the  Strand  which  drew  an  estimated 
$43,000  for  its  second  week.  Hum- 

phrey Bogart  will  head  a  new  stage 
show,  beginning  today. 

"The  Great  Dictator"  wound  up  its 
seven-week  run  at  the  Capitol  with 
an  estimated  $23,000  for  the  final  week 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  "Son  of 
Monte  Cristo"  on  Wednesday.  Mean- 

while, at  the  Astor,  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" entered  upon  its  eighth  week 

(.Continued  on  page  12) 

Kent  Gives  $1,000 

For  Greek  Relief 
Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  National 

Theatres  and  national  president  of  the 
Greek  War  Relief  Association,  re- 

turned yesterday  from  a  trip  across 
the  country  in  behalf  of  the  drive 
for  funds,  and  disclosed  a  gift  to  the 
fund  of  $1,000  from  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
president  of  20th  Century-Fox. 
Among  the  members  of  the  Na- 

tional Citizens  Committee,  which  is 
sponsoring  the  nationwide  drive  are: 
Harry  M.  Warner,  Jack  L.  Warner, 

(Continued  on  page  12) 

Arthur  Israel,  Jr., 

Elected  Lodge  Head 
Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  of  Paramount 

was  elected  president  of  the  Cinema 
Lodge,  B'nai  B'rith,  at  a  meeting  at 
the  Hotel  Astor  last  night. 

A.  W.  Schwalberg,  retiring  presi- 
dent, by  a  resolution  adopted  unani- 

mously was  elected  honorary  presi- 
dent for  life.  Schwalberg  organized 

the  lodge  a  year  ago. 
Others  elected  were  :  vice-presidents, 

Abel  Vigard,  Warners ;  Leo  Jaffee, 
(Continued  on  page  12) 

Live  Talent  Show 

Trend  Under  Way 

At  N.  Y.  Stations 

A  trend  toward  live  talent  programs 
and  away  from  recordings  appears  to 
be  in  progress  among  New  York  sta- 

tions, with  WNEW  and  WOV  lead- 
ing the  way. 

Two  reasons  are  generally  ascribed 
for  the  move  in  radio  circles.  First 
is  the  fact  that  the  FCC  has  been 
granting  permits  for  increased  power, 
and  with  a  wider  audience  there  is 
a  natural  and  resultant  drive  for  in- 

creased prestige. 
Second  is  the  unsettled  music  situ- 

ation, spokesmen  said.  The  independ- 
ents heretofore  have  relied  heavily  on 

the  popularity  of  their  recorded  pop- 
ular music  programs.  A  ban  on  all 

Ascap  music  would  cost  the  independ- 
ents a  large  part  of  their  audiences, 

since  they  cannot  compete  with  the 
50,000-watters  on  dramatic,  quiz  or 
comedy  series,  it  was  stated.  What  is 
likely  to  happen  is  that  those  inde- 

pendent stations  which  can  shoulder 
the  additional  financial  burden  will 
take  licenses  from  both  Ascap  and 
BMI,  according  to  reports  in  radio 
circles. 

If  they  do,  the  solid  front  which 
the  broadcasters  heretofore  have  main- 

tained will  be  broken  and  it  may  be 
that  the  independents  will  be  able  to 
capture  a  large  part  of  the  network 
stations'  audience.  Ascap,  of  course, 
is  hoping  for  such  a  development,  and 
broadcasters  charge  that  this  desire 
was  a  major  reason  for  granting  low- 

ered license  fees  to  the  independents. 
Indicative  of  the  trend,  WNEW 

yesterday  announced  a  musical  show 
with  Dick  Gilbert,  editor  of  Metro- 

nome, and  Merle  Pitt's  band,  for  a 
new  six-times  weekly  show  immedi- 

ately following  Martin  Block's  "Make 
Believe  Ballroom,"  which  consists  en- 

tirely of  records. 

U.  S.  DECREE  MAY 

GO  TO  HIGH  COURT 

Gotshal,  Leidesdorf 

Will  Aid  Arbitration 

Columbia  Offers  to  Join  Industry 

Arbitration  if  U.  S.  Dismisses  Suit 

Columbia  will  voluntarily  agree  to  join  in  the  industry's  arbitra- 
tion system  if  the  Government  anti-trust  suit  against  it  is  dis- 

missed, but  it  cannot  accept  a  consent  decree  that  forces  it  to  sell 
in  blocks  of  live,  Louis  D.  Frohlich,  of  Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  Co- 

lumbia counsel,  told  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  at  the  hear- 
ing in  District  Court  yesterday. 

"It  is  impossible  for  us  to  sell  that  way  because  we  are  unable  to 
finance  operations  on  that  basis  as  the  big  companies  can,"  Frohlich 
said  of  the  blocks  of  five  sales  method.  "It  is  unfair  of  the  Govern- 

ment to  try  to  force  us  into  such  a  decree." 

Columbia  Opens  Attack  on  Pact  with  Appeal 

To  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Indicated;  Goddard 

Grants  Plea  for  'Little  Three'  Complaint 

Columbia  opened  its  attack  on  the  legality  of  the  consent  decree 
at  a  hearing  before  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  in  U.  S.  District 
Court  yesterday,  indicating  that  it  may  carry  its  fight  on  appeal  to 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  hearing, 
Judge  Goddard  granted  the  Govern- 

ment permission  to  file  an  amended 
complaint  against  the  non-consent- 

ing companies,  United  Artists,  Co- lumbia, and  Universal,  over  their 

protests.  The  "Little  Three"  were given  to  Feb.  5  to  file  answers  to 
the  complaint. 

The  court  also  denied  Columbia's 
motion  to  dismiss  the  Government's 
original  complaint.  If  this  motion  had 
been  granted  by  the  court,  it  would 
have  precluded  the  filing  of  the 
amended  complaint.  A  third  motion 
by  the  non-consenting  companies 
which  asked  the  court  to  enjoin  the 
Government  from  proceeding  with  its 
anti-trust  suits  in  Buffalo,  Nashville 
and  Oklahoma  City  until  the  New 
York  suit  has  been  disposed  of  will 
be  decided  by  Judge  Goddard  on Dec.  13. 
The  court  indicated  that  it  would 

deny  the  latter  motion  but  urged 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Robert 
Wright,  who  appeared  -for  the  Gov- 

ernment, to  work  out  a  "fair"  pro- cedure with  counsel  for  the  three  non- 
consenting  companies  on  trial  of  the 
various  suits.  If  no  acceptable  pro- 

cedure is  agreed  upon  during  the  next 
week.  Judge  Goddard  indicated  he 
would  postpone  proceedings  in  the 
New  York  suit  for  the  convenience 
of  the  defendant  companies,  in  the 
event  they  are  pressed  by  the  Gov- 

ernment to  prepare  for  trial  in  any 
of  the  out-of-town  suits. 

More  than  a  year  ago,  the  Govern- 
ment entered  into  an  agreement  with 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Decency  Pledae  Will 
Be  Renewed  Sunday 

.  The  Legion  of  Decency  Pledge  con- 
cerning motion  pictures  will  be  re- 

newed on  Sundav  in  Catholic  churches 
throughout  the  United  States. 
The  renewal  will  be  in  response  to 

the  invitation  of  the  Bishops'  Com- mittee on  Motion  Pictures,  of  which 
the  Most  Reverend  John  T.  McNich- 
olas.  Archbishop  of  Cincinnati,  is chairman. 

Sylvan  Gotshal  and  S.  D.  Leides- 
dorf, members  of  the  board  of  the 

American  Arbitration  Association  and 
of  its  administrative  committee  for  the 
the  industry's  arbitration  system, 
have  agreed  to  serve  in  advisory  ca- 

pacities on  legal  and  financial  mat- 
ters growing  out  of  the  arbitration 

provisions  of  the  consent  decree,  the 
A.A.A.  announced  yesterday. 

Gotshal,  a  member  of  the  New  York 
law  firm  of  Weil,  Gotshal  and  Man- 

ges, will  advise  the  administrative 
committee  on  leases  and  other  _  legal 
matters  involved  in  the  committee's decree  operations.  Leidesdorf,  a  CPA, 
will  advise  on  the  financial  system 
which  the  A.A.A.  will  set  up  for  the 
industry  arbitration  system.  Neither 
will  receive  compensation  for  these services. 

J.  Nobel  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  A.A.A.,  who  now  is  en- 

gaged in  setting  up  the  31  local  boards 
for  the  industry,  has  been  designated 
executive  director  of  those  tribunals 
by  the  A.A.A. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  5 
T  OHN  HAY  WHITNEY,  repre- 
»J  senting  the  National  Defense  Ad- 

visory Committee,  and  members  of  the 
producers'  committee  on  national  de- 

fense headed  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
president  of  the  Producers'  Associa- tion, met  today  on  matters  pertaining 
to  the  Industry's  participation  in  the 
welding  of  Pan-American  Interests. • 
Monroe  Greenthal,  newly  appointed 

United  Artists  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director,  tonight  left  by  plane 

for  New  York  after  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing with  U.  A.  producers'  publicity directors  at  which  unity  of  operations 

was  discussed.  A  special  still  photo- 
graphic service  and  coordination  of 

publicity  efforts  were  among  matters 
taken  up.  The  publicity  directors  pre- 

sented Greenthal  with  a  silver  pen  and 
desk  set. 

• 

Paul  Sparks,  assistant  casting  direc- 
tor at  Columbia,  today  was  appointed 

casting  director  to  succeed  Ira  Uhr, 
who  resigned  yesterday.  The  casting 
department  will  be  under  the  super- 

vision of  Max  Arnow,  who  has  been 
made  special  assistant  to  Harry  Cohn 
and  Sam  Briskin,  studio  chiefs. 

Chicago's  Censors 
Upheld  at  Hearing 

Chicago,  Dec.  S. — Chicago's  censor ordinance  was  upheld  yesterday  by 
Rev.  Phillip  Yarrow  at  the  first  pub- 

lic hearing  by  the  City  Council's  judi- ciary committee  on  a  proposed  change 
in  the  censor  board  ordinance. 
The  Reverend  Yarrow,  reform  or- 

ganization leader,  said  the  National 
Legion  of  Decency  was  the  most  im- 

portant factor  in  discouraging  offen- 
sive films. 

Others  heard  were  John  Lapp,  local 
Civil  Liberties  Union  head,  who  fav- 

ored the  amendment,  and  representa- 
tives of  parent  -  teachers'  clubs, 

women's  groups  and  Juvenile  Protec- tive Association  leaders. 

Spigelgass  Due  Here 
Leonard  Spigelgass  will  arrive  from 

the  Coast  by  plane  tomorrow  for  con- 
ferences with  Jules  Levey  and  Damon 

Runyon  on  Levey's  next  production, 
"Butch  Minds  the  Baby,"  for  Univer- sal release. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street 

Kivoli  Theatre  Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Personal  Mention 

HENRY  L.  NATHANSON,  gen- eral manager  of  Regal  Films, 
Toronto,  and  Mrs.  Nathan  son,  and 
Gordon  Lightstone  of  that  company 
are  in  town. • 

Sam  Dembow  yesterday  was  re- 
ported as  resting  comfortably  at  Le- 

Roy  Sanitorium  where  he  was  taken 
Tuesday  following  a  traffic  accident. • 

Jack  Cohn,  Joseph  Vogel,  Abe 
Schneider,  Lou  Weinberg,  Rube 
Jackter  and  Abe  Montague  lunch- 

ing at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli) yesterday  . • 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Universal 
Eastern  division  sales  manager,  is 
on  a  tour  of  Eastern  and  Southern  ex- 
exchanges  in  connection  with  the 
Scully  sales  drive.  He  is  due  back 
early  next  week. • 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Howard 

Dietz,  Ted  O'Shea,  Tom  Connors, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Dave  Levy,  Owen 
Davis  and  George  Weltner  lunch- 

ing at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the Astor  yesterday. 

T  M.  DEVANEY,  RKO  Canadian 
i— U  division  sales  manager,  is  at  the 
home  office  for  conferences  with  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  vice-president,  and  other executives. 

• 

Morey  Marcus,  M-G-M  manager 
for  Japan,  arrived  from  the  Coast 
yesterday.  He  is  here  for  a  vacation 
and  home  office  conferences. 

B.  S.  Moss,  Harry  Brandt,  Ar- 
thur Gottlieb  and  Joseph  Mosko- 

witz  having  lunch  yesterday  at  Lin- 
dy's (51st  St.). 

• 
Adolph  Zukor,  Austin  Keough, 

Barney  Balaban,  Louis  Phillips, 
Jacob  Wilk,  Dave  Blum,  Tom  Fiz- 
dale,  John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Guy  Bol- 

ton and  John  Golden  lunching  yes- 

terday at  Sardi's. 

William  J.  Heineman,  James  Jor- 
dan, Sam  Citron,  Morris  Helprin 

and  Douglas  Rothacker  having 
lunch  yesterday  at  the  Tavern. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

Mexican  Labor  Ban 

Cancels  'Breakfast' Mexico  City,  Dec.  5. — "He  Stayed 
for  Breakfast"  has  been  banned  from 
exhibition  in  Mexico  by  the  power- 

ful Confederation  of  Mexican  Workers, 
which  is  stronger  than  the  Gov- 

ernment film  censors.  On  the  ground 
that  this  picture  spoofs  Com- 

munism, the  Confederation  put  its  foot 
down  on  it  just  as  the  run  was  sched- 

uled to  start  at  the  Cine  Teatro  Ala- 
meda here,  causing  the  exhibitor 

heavy  loss  on  extensive  publicity.  The 
Alameda  had  to  make  a  swift  switch 
to  another  film  at  the  last  minute. 

Although  it  indicated  recently  that 
it  would  lift  its  ban  on  "Ninotchka," the  Confederation  continues  to  prevent 
exhibitions  of  that  film.  Both  these 
pictures  were  approved  by  the  film 
censors.  But  as  the  Confederation  con- 

trols all  theatre  workers,  it  can  do 
as  it  pleases  with  regard  to  what  pic- 

tures shall  or  shall  not  be  exhibited. 

Pathe  Men  Leaving 

To  MakeS.  A.  Shorts 
Clarence  Ellis,  production  sound 

manager  for  Pathe  News ;  Harry 
Smith,  cameraman,  and  Robert  Don- 

ahue, Jr.,  assistant  cameraman,  will 
sail  on  the  Santa  Lucia  today  for 
South  America  to  film  a  series  of 
short  subjects.  The  pictures  will  be 
taken  principally  in  Chile,  Argentina 
and  Brazil. 

Saunders'  Father,  85, 
Dies  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  5.  —  Maurice  E. 
Saunders,  85,  father  of  Edward  M. 
Saunders,  M-G-M  Western  sales  man- 

ager, died  at  his  home  here  today  of 
heart  disease.  Services  will  be  held 
tomorrow  at  St.  Raphael's  Church here.  Survivors  include  another  son, 
William,  and  a  daughter,  Stella.  The 
M-G-M  executive  has  been  here  since Monday. 

Stroheim  Guest  at 

Testimonial  Dinner 
Erich  von  Stroheim  was  given  a 

dinner  in  the  Yacht  Room  of  the 
Hotel  Astor  last  night,  celebrating  his 
return  to  this  country  from  Europe. 
Among  the  guests  were  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Thomas  Mann,  Erika  and  Klaus 
Mann,  Gifford  Cochrane,  Mrs.  How- 

ard Dietz,  Clifford  Odets,  P.  A. 
Powers,  I.  E.  Lopert  and  Henri  Bern- 
stein. 

'Boom'  in  Providence 

Providence,  Dec.  5. — "Boom  Town" 
opened  at  Loew's  State  here  today  at 
65  cents  top.  Despite  bad  weather, 
the  opening  was  strong.  Edward  Mc- 
Bride,  manager,  arranged  a  radio 
broadcast  from  the  lobby,  with  Mrs. 
William  T.  O'Rourke,  mother  of 
Ruth  Hussey  of  the  cast  of  the  film, 
and  others  making  talks. 

Pickets  Picketing  Pickets 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Dec.  5. 

'  I  WO  men  last  week  picketed  the  Alabama  Theatre  here  as  unfair 
to  Sign  Painters  Union  Local  72  (American  Federation  of  Labor). 

Said  the  signs :  "The  theatre  industry  is  prosperous  yet  the  theatres 
pay  less  than  a  living  wage." 

Said  Francis  Falkenburg,  manager  of  the  Alabama :  "We  pay  our 
sign  painters  $40  a  week,  $5  more  than  the  union  scale." 

Said  signs  carried  by  theatre-hired  rival  pickets :  "It  is  unfair  to 

miss  this  picture." 

PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT  sail- 
ing from  Miami  on  the  Tusca- loosa, an  Italian-British  battle  in  the 

Mediterranean,  Henry  A.  Wallace  in 
Mexico  and  other  current  events  give 
the  weekend  issues  high  news  value. 
The  contents: 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  26.— Roos^t 
velt  sails  from  Miami.  Healthiest  childr"  ty 
in  Chicago.  Choose  "queen  of  tobacco" in  Kentucky.  British  ships  down  Italian 
plane  in  the  Mediterranean.  Italian  air 
attack  on  England.  Camacho  and  Wallace 
in  Mexico.  Walker  urges  early  Christmas 
mailing.  Bathing  fashions.  Massachusetts 
students  learn  poise.  Female  expert  at 
punching  the  bag. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  224— British fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  battles  Italian 

bombers.  Italian  raiders  over  London. 
Roosevelt  sails.  4-H  club  meets  in  Chicago. 
Wallace  feted  in  Mexico.  Opera  opens  in 
New  York.   Giants-Dodgers  football  game. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  29.— Roose- velt sails.  Wallace  visits  Mexico.  New 

climbing  boat  in  New  Orleans.  Physical culture  students  in  Massachusetts.  Gracie 
Allen  and  George  Burns  with  Navy  of- 

ficials. British  ships  off  African  coast.  Red- 
skins-Eagles football.  O'Brien,  grid  star, 

becomes  G-Man. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  29.— Roosevelt sails.  Italian  bombers  raid  British  fleet. 

4-H  club  convention  in  Chicago.  Tommy 
Harmon  gets  radio  tips  from  Eddie  Cantor. New  combat  boat  in  New  Orleans. 
Mechanized  maneuvers  in  Ontario. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  934.— 

British  ships  in  the  Mediterranean  down 
Italian  flier.  Troops  trained  in  Canada. 
Roosevelt  sails.  Wallace  in  Mexico.  Healthiest 
children  picked  in  Chicago.  Hen  trained  to 
lay  eggs  when  and  where  wanted.  Buffalo dog  conducts  traffic.  Cat  show  in  Chicago. 
Dodgers -Giants  football. 

Directors  Named  by 

Buffalo  Variety  Club 

Buffalo,  Dec.  5. — The  local  Va- 
riety Club  has  elected  11  directors. 

They  include :  Irving  Fried,  Phil  Fox, 
George  F.  Hanney,  Jr.,  Stanley  Ko- zanowski,  Sydney  Lehman,  Elmer  F. 
Lux,  Ralph  W.  Maw,  Sydney  Sam- 

son, Murray  Whiteman,  Melvin Schwartz  and  W.  E.  J.  Martin,  who_  is 
serving  for  his  seventh  consecutive 
term. 

Edward  Clarke  Killed 

Edward  J.  Clarke,  38,  attorney  as- 
sociated with  the  O'Brien,  Driscoll  & 

Raftery  law  firm,  was  fatally  injured 
Wednesday  night  when  his  car  crashed 
into  an  I.  R.  T.  pillar  at  Broadway 
and  219th  St.  He  was  a  tax  specialist. 

MOTION  PICTURE 

DAILY 
(Registered  U.  S.  Patent  Office) 

Published  daily  except  Saturday,  Sunday  and 
holidays  by  Quigley  Publishing  Company, 
Inc.,  1270  Sixth  Avenue,  Rockefeller  Center, 
New  York  City.  Telephone  Circle  7-3100. 
Cable  address,  "Quigpubco,  New  York."  Mar- tin Quigley,  Editor-in-Chief  and  Publisher; Colvin  Brown,  Vice-President  and  General 
Manager;  Watterson  R.  Rothacker,  Vice 
President;  Sam  Shain,  Editor;  Alfred  L. 
Finestone,  Managing  Editor;  James  A. 
Cron,  Advertising  Manager;  Chicago  Bureau, 
624  South  Michigan  Avenue,  C.  B.  O'Neill, manager;  Hollywood  Bureau,  Postal  Union 
Life  Building,  Boone  Mancall,  manager,  Wil- liam R.  Weaver,  Editor;  London  Bureau,  4 
Golden  Square,  London  Wl,  Hope  Williams, 
manager,  cable  address  "Quigpubco,  Lon- don." All  contents  copyrighted  1940  by  Quig- 

ley Publishing  Company,  Inc.  Other  Quigley 
publications:  Motion  Picture  Herald,  Better 
Theatres,  International  Motion  Picture  Al- manac and  Fame.  Entered  as  second  class 
matter,  Sept.  23,  1938;  at  the  post  office  at 
New  York,  N._  Y.,  under  the  act  of  March 3,  1879.  Subscription  rates  per  year  $6  in  the 
Americas  and  $12  foreign.  Single  copies  10c. 



AMOUNT'S  "SECOND  CHORUS    PAR  AMOUNT'S  "SECOND  CHORUS"  PAR  AMOUNT'S 

SB 
9 
O 
s 

& 

in 
D 
PS 
O 
8 
u 

fi 
SB 
e 
w 
H 
W 

M 
H 
S5 
P 
O 
S 

PS 
* 
Si 

10 
S3 
tt 
O 
s 
u 

o 

o 
w 
H 
M 

(A 

as 
S3 
o 
2 
* 
ft 

s 

NTT 

I 

IN  THE  EYES  OF  TEXAS.' 

»  »  »  Thirty-two  theatre  exhibitors  in  the  Southwest  wildly 

acclaimed  the  new  Fred  Astaire-Paulette  Goddard  film, 

"SECOND  CHORUS"  at  Dallas  screening. 

V 

"Perfect  entertainment  and 

Fred  Astaire's  best  picture," 
says  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  Presi- 

dent of  Interstate  Theatres 

representing  127  theatres  in 

Texas. 

"The  very  best  picture  for 
the  times.  Just  what  the 

public  wants  today,"  says 

R.  I.  O'Donnell,  Vice-President 
and  General  Manager  of 

Interstate  Theatres. 
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. . .  and  the  Texas  Boys  are  booking  it  for  New  Years! 
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'Little  Three9  Open  Attack  on  U.  S.  Decree 

U.  S.  Seeks  to  Enjoin  'Little  Three' 
From  Acquiring  Theatres:  Rafter y 

The  Government  has  been  anxious  to  get  Columbia,  United 
Artists  and  Universal  under  a  consent  decree  in  order  to  enjoin 
them  from  acquiring  theatres,  should  competitive  developments 
ever  tempt  them  to  do  so,  Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O'Brien,  Driscoll &  Raftery,  counsel  for  United  Artists  and  Universal,  told  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  yesterday. 

Raftery  said  that  Government  attorneys  had  made  that  admis- 
sion "all  along."  He  made  the  statement  by  way  of  emphasizing 

that  illegal  practices  charged  against  the  "Little  Three"  do  not constitute  the  reason  for  the  continuation  by  the  Government  of 
the  suit  against  them. 

Goddard  Urges 

More  Leeway 

For  Companies 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  major  company  defendants  that 
the  out-of-town  suits  would  not  be 
tried  until  the  New  York  action  had 
been  decided.  The  five  consenting 
companies  now  will  be  discharged  as 
defendants  in  those  suits  but  the  three 
actions  will  be  continued  against 

Columbia,  Universal  and  United  Ar- tists. 

Lawyers  Charge  Compulsion 

The  Government's  refusal  to  make 
the  same  concession  with  respect  to 
the  out  of  town  suits  now,  drew  the 
charge  from  Louis .  D.  Frohlich  of 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  Columbia  coun- 

sel, and  Edward  C.  Raftery  of 
O'Brien,  Driscoll  &  Raftery,  counsel 
for  United  Artists  and  Universal, 
that  the  Government  was  attempting 
to  harass  the  smaller  companies  in  a 
campaign  to  compel  them  to  accept 
a  consent  decree  under  which,  the 
attorneys  stated,  those  companies 
could  not  survive. 

The  Government's  attitude 
also  caused  Judge  Goddard  to 
comment  that  "It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  Government  is  inclined 
to  be  a  little  bit  arbitrary.  That 
may  not  be  intended  but  it  just 
happens  to  be  so.  What  you  are 
proposing  is  not  fair  to  these 
defendants.  There  should  be  a 
little  more  laissez  faire  in  these 

matters." 
Wright  responded  that  the  Griffith 

case  in  Federal  court  at  Oklahoma 
City  would  be  reached  for  trial  first, 
but  would  not  state  specificially  that 
the  case  would  be  the  first  to  be  tried. 
Raftery  argued  that  all  of  the  basic 
issues  in  the  out  of  town  suits  were 
at  issue  in  the  New  York  suit  and 
that  there  was  no  need  of  trying  all 
of  them,  or  of  trying  any  of  them  in 
advance  of  the  suit  here. 

Litigation  Cost  Cited 

"However,"  Raftery  said,  "if  the 
Government  wants  to  try  the  Okla- 

homa City  suit,  or  any  of  the  others 
first,  let's  stay  this  one  and  we'll  try the  others.  But  we  should  not  be  com- 

pelled to  bear  the  cost  of  defending 
all  of  them,  nor  should  we  be  made  to 
defend  more  than  one  of  them  at  a 

time." Judge  Goddard  termed  the  defense 
view  as  "reasonable"  and  remarked 
that  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  Gov- 

ernment was  inclined  to  be  "naive 
and  indirect"  in  the  matter. 

"Tell  them  what  trial  is  first,"  the 
court  admonished  Wright. 
The  Government  attorney  replied 

that  he  was  unable  to  do  this  with- 
out consulting  with  others  in  the  De- 

partment of  Justice  handling  the  out 
of  town  suits.  He  asked  for  30  days 
in  which  to  bring  in  his  answer,  but 
this  was  denied  by  the  court  and 
Wright  was  directed  to  answer  next 
Friday  and  to  attempt  to  agree  in  the 

meantime  on  procedure  with  defense 
counsel. 
The  Government's  determination  to 

make  no  concessions  to  the  non-con- 
senting companies  was  demonstrated 

at  another  point  in  the  hearing  at 
which  defense  counsel  proposed  to 
stipulate  that  interrogatories,  bills  of 
particulars  and  answers  which  have 
been  submitted  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Government's  original  suit  here 
would  be  permitted  to  stand  in  the 
amended  complaint  action,  which  dif- 

fers only  slightly  from  the  original. 

Judge  Urges  Agreement 
Wright  declined  the  offer  to  make 

such  a  stipulation,  which  resulted  in 
his  being  directed  by  the  court  again 
to  attempt  to  come  to  some  under- 

standing with  the  defendants  on  the 
matter  out  of  court. 
"Work  out  some  method,"  Judge 

Goddard  directed  Wright,  "so  these 
companies  can  do  some  business  be- 

sides defending  law  suits." 
Frohlich  launched  the  attack 

on  the  legality  of  the  decree 

in  opposing  the  Government's right  to  file  an  amended  com- 
plaint. He  charged  that  the 

Federal  court  lacked  jurisdic- 
tion to  appoint  arbitrators  and 

that  "the  entire  decree  proceed- 
ing is  void  for  that  reason." 

"If  the  amended  complaint  is  per- 
mitted," Frohlich  said,  "I  am  going 

to  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  and  to 

the  Supreme  Court  on  the  decree." 

Judge  Goddard  remarked  that  Froh- 
lich's  objection  would  be  "true"  if  he 
had  signed  the  decree  "without  the 
consent  of  the  parties  to  it,"  but  not otherwise. 

In  opposing  the  Government's  right to  file  its  amended  complaint,  Froh- 
lich freauently  quoted  Assistant  At- 

torneys General  Thurman  Arnold  and 
Paul  Williams  on  the  minor  role 

played  by  the  three  non-consenting 
companies  in  the  Government's  orig- inal attack  against  the  industry.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  three  non-consent- 

ing companies  had  a  total  of  $45,- 
000,000  in  assets  as  compared  with  as- 

sets of  $520,000,000  shared  by  the 
five  consenting  companies  which,  he 
said,  did  a  gross  annual  business  of 
$390,000,000,  as  compared  with  the 
$43,000,000  of  the  smaller  three. 

Frohlich  Challenges  Charges 

"We  cannot  possibly  dominate,  con- 
trol or  restrain  trade  in  this  industry 

under  those  circumstances,"  Frohlich 
said.  "We  own  no  theatres.  What 
charge  is  there  for  the  Government  to 
try  us  on?  No  monopoly  is  alleged  in 
the  new  complaint.  All  we  are 
charged  with  is  unfair  trade  practices. 
That  is  a  complaint  within  the  juris- 

diction of  the  Federal  Trade  Com- 

mission, not  of  this  court." "This  new  complaint,"  he  charged, 
"is  a  sham  and  a  fraud.  It  has  but  one 
purpose,  and  that  is  to  bring  us,  by 
compulsion  of  the  Government,  under 
this  consent  decree.    We  cannot  re- 

Counsel  Says 

U.  S.  Admitted  j 

Case  is  Weak  i 

—  
CI 

main  in  business  and  consent  to  a  de-  '] cree  of  that  kind.  The  decree  itself  ! 

is  legally  in  error.  It  is  the  first  de-  j cree  I  have  ever  seen  that  does  not 
enjoin  a  monopoly  in  restraint  of  . 

trade." 

Raftery,  also  objecting  to  the  Gov- 
ernment's right  to  file  an  amended 

complaint,  likewise  quoted  Arnold  and 
Williams  freely  on  the  weakness  of 
the  Government's  case  against  the 
"Little  Three."  Raferty  quoted  Wil- 

liams as  asking  the  "Little  Three"  at one  time  why  they  were  not  on  our 
(the  Government's)  side  in  the  suit  to 
disintegrate  the  "Big  Five"  "whom they  are  now  releasing,  while  hold- 

ing  us." 

Arnold  was  quoted  as  saying 
the  Government's  principal 
complaint  against  the  "Little Three"  was  that  they  had  ac- 

corded preferences  in  selling  to 
large  circuits. 

"Our  answer  to  that,"  Raferty  said,  I 
"was :  'Yes,  we  did.    But  we  sold  the 

market  as  we  found  it.     We  didn't  ] 

create  the  market.' " "The  sole  reason  for  this  new  com-  I 

plaint,"   Raftery  charged,   "is   Para-  I graph  Six  (the  escape  clause)  of  the  1 
decree..  The  Big  Five  have  ordained 
that  the  Government  go  out  and  bring 

us  in  under  the  decree." 
Wright  Compares  Complaints 

Wright  admitted  that  the  only  dif- 
ference in  the  amended  complaint  and 

the  original  is  that  the  new  one  al- 
leges that  the  Little  Three  employed 

discrimination  in  licensing  unaffiliated 
circuits  as  well  as  affiliated  circuits, 

and  that  the  new  suit  asks  for  no  new  1 relief  from  the  court  except  for  the 
addition  of  arbitration. 

In  this  connection,  Raftery  charged 
that  the  new  complaint  was  evidence 
of  "a  new  economic  theory  on  the  part 
of  the  Attorney  General.    It  is  that 
a  man  does  not  have  the  legal  right  j 
to  select  his  own  customer  and  sell  J 
him  in  his  own  way.    We  will  need 
enlightening  on  that  theory,  so,  if  we  I 
decide  we  need  a  bill  of  particulars 

we  will  confine  it  to  that  theory." 
Appearances  at  the  hearing  were 

also  made  by  Herman  Finkelstein  and 
Irving  Morros  of  Columbia;  Benja- 

min Pepper  and  Adolph  Schimel,  of 
United  Artists  and  Universal ;  C.  W. 
Bickford,  Paramount,  and  O.  C.  Doer- 
ing,  Jr.,  of  RKO  counsel. 

Shift  KMT  A  Meeting 

From  Topeka  to  K.  C. 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  5. — The  annual 
convention  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  1 Theatres  Association  has  been  changed 
from  Topeka,  Kan.,  to  Kansas  City, 
on  Dec.  17.  The  meeting,  which  will 
feature  the  annual  election  of  officers,  ! 
will  be  held  at  the  association  offices 

Laval  Takes  Control  of 

French  Picture  Industry 

The  entire  French  film  industry  has  been  placed  under  the  immediate 
jurisdiction  and  control  of  Pierre  Laval,.  Vice-Premiere  of  France, 
under  the  terms  of  a  new  decree,  according  to  a  dispatch  to  the  New 
York  Times,  from  Vichy,  the  seat  of  the  French  Government  in  un- 

occupied France. 
The  decree,  issued  Wednesday,  gives 

a  Government  commissioner  veto 
power  in  the  consulting  commission 
which  directs  the  film  industry.  On 
his  veto,  any  disputed  point  will  be 
referred  to  the  Minister  of  Informa- tion. 

This  decree  divides  the  picture  busi- 
ness in  France  into  five  branches : 

(1)  the  technical  section  of  film  pro- 
ducing machinery,  laboratories,  re- 

search and  scientific  services ;  (2)  pro- 
duction, in  all  its  phases;  (3)  the 

creative  services,  including  acting, 
production,  staging  and  writing ; 
(4)  distribution  of  films,  and  (5)  the- 

atres and  display. 

Laval  exercises  virtually  supreme 
control  over  the  industry  through 
Jean-Louis  Tixier-Vignancourt,  who 
is  director  of  a  special  cinema  service 
under  the  Vice- Premier.  Jacques 
de  la  Commune,  assistant  in  the  de- 

partment, is  assembling  young  actors, 
authors,  technicians  and  other  classes 
of  film  employes  in  an  effort  to  cre- 

ate on  the  Riviera  a  cinema  city  for France. 

Because  of  the  drastic  racial  laws, 
most  of  the  leading  figures  in  the 
French  film  industry  have  left  the 
country.  A  few  independent  produc- 

tion ventures  have  been  undertaken. 
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GINGER  ROGERS  as  the  heroine  of  the  year's 

biggest  best  seller,  "KITTY  FOYLE. 11  the 

most  daring  novel  ever  written  by  a  man 

about  a  woman  ::  Christopher  Morley's  Nat- 

ural History  of  a  Woman  ::  The  story  of  a 

Career  Girl  facing  the  crisis  of  her  life, 

revealed  in  her  innermost  thoughts  ::  It's 

the  heart-cry  of  millions  of  love-and-a- 

home-hungry  girls,  adrift  and  alone  in  the 

fight-or-die  jungle  of  business  life. 

GINGER  ROGERS 

In  the  First  Great  Romance  of  the  White  Collar  Gin 

"KITTY  FOYLE" 

'hristopher  Morley's  Natural  History  of  a  Woman 
With 

DENNIS  MORGAN  .JAMES  CRAIG 

Eduardo  Ciannelli  •  Ernest  Cossart  •  Gladys  Cooper 

Directed  by  SAM  WOOD 

Who  Made  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  " 
RKO  RADIO  PICTURE 

Produced  by  David  Hempstead  •  Harry  E.  Edington,  Executive  Producer 

r<  ;<  o 

RADIO PICTURES 



"MR
. A

HV 

The  director  of  "Rebecca"  and  l 

"Foreign  Correspondent"  has| 

turned  his  hand  to  comedy  with 

an  hilarious  flair.  Rapidly  near-1 

ing  completion  is  this  riotous 

story  of  a  bride  who  couldn't; 
stay  mad.  It  is  planned  for  early; 

release,  as  is  also  another  forth- 

coming big  one  from  RKO  Radio,! 

Orson  Welles,  in  "Citizen  Kane." 
LITHO  USA 
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Short  Subject  Reviews 

"American  Spoken  Here" (M-G-M) 
John  Nesbitt  traces  the  origin  of 

various  slang  expressions  in  this  en- 
tertaining "Massing  Parade"  subject. 

"I  don't  give  a  dam,"  "kick  the 
bucket,"  "mind  your  P's  and  Q's"  and other  similar  phrases  are  included. 
The  short  ends  with  a  brief  dramatiza- 

tion of  the  story  behind  the  word, 
link,"  in  which  a  Westerner,  Mike 

'jtMnk,  killed  his  best  friend.  Running 
time,  10  mins. 

"Information,  Please" (RKO) 
From  Tibetan  lamas  to  the  duck- 

billed platypus,  the  "Information, 
Please"  experts  go  through  their  paces 
with  good  humor  and  an  extended 
knowledge  of  little  things.  Louis 
Bromfield,  the  novelist,  is  the  guest, 
and  a  learned  one.  There  are  lots  of 
quips  in  this  one.  Running  time,  11 mins. 

"Goofy's  Glider" 
(Disney-RKO) 
Learning  to  glide  proves  something 

of  a  problem  to  Goofy  in  this  color 
cartoon.  He  tries  various  means  of 
getting  into  the  air,  including  a  pull 
with  a  rope,  a  bicycle  tow,  a  catapult 
and  a  rocket,  and  finds,  each  new 
method  more  difficult.  Lots  of  fun. 
Running  time,  8  mins. 

"Fire  Chief" 
(Dismy-RKO) 
Donald  Duck  undertakes  the  role 

of  fire  chief  with  his  three  nephews 
as  his  firehouse  crew.  Donald  dashes 
off  in  search  of  a  fire  but  finds  that 
it's  the  firehouse  itself  which  is  burn- 

ing. By  accident,  Donald  attaches  the 
fire  hose  to  a  gasoline  pump  instead 
of  a  fire  hydrant  and  nature  takes  care 
of  the  rest.  In  color.  Running  time, 
8  mins. 

"Rodeo  Dough" 
{M-G-M) 
Sally  Payne  and  Mary  Treen  set 

out  for  their  home  town  of  Kokomo, 
but  instead  land  in  a  rodeo,  compete 
for  the  prize  money  and  after  riding  a 
bull,  collect.  Johnny  Weissmuller  is 
seen  donating  the  award  and  a  few 
Hollywood  personalities  are  on  hand 
as  spectators.  The  girls  and  the  shorts 
are  adequately  amusing.  Running  time, 
10  mins. 

"Growing  Up" 
(RKO  Pathe) 
The  universal  appeal  of  the  Dionne 

Quintuplets  is  exploited  to  the  full  in 
"Growing  Up"  which  traces  their  his- 

tory from  five  days  after  their  birth 
to  their  present  mature  age  of  "going 
on  seven."  The  early  Christmas  scenes, 
their  visit  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  play 
scenes  in  the  snow  and  their  first  talk 
over  a  real  telephone  are  charmingly 
portrayed.  The  final  scenes  show  the 
girls  with  their  first  teeth  beginning 
to  fall  out.  Dr.  Allen  Roy  Dafoe  acts 
as  narrator.  This  should  be  popular. 
Running  time,  18  mins. 

"Wedding  Bills" 
(M-G-M) 
Pete  Smith  humorously  depicts  the 

unromantic  aspect  of  engagement  and 
marriage,  the  financial  side.  Billy 
Newill  and  Sally  Payne  are  the  young 
engaged  couple  preparing  for  the  wed- 

ding, Sally  unmindful  of,  and  Billy  very 
much  aware  of  the  costs.  Because  of 
expenditures,  a  proposed  California 
honeymoon  is  deferred,  but  they  are 
happy  about  the  whole  thing,  any- 

way.   Running  time,  10  mins. 

"Kiddie  Kure" 
(M-G-M) Thurston  Hall  becomes  cured  of 
hypochondria  after  a  hectic  session 
with  Our  Gang.  He  invites  the  group 
to  his  house,  endeavoring  to  frame 
them  and  thus  discourage  his  wife 
from  adopting  a  child.  Thinking  their 
host  on  the  daft  side,  the  "Gang" takes  it  on  the  lam  with  Hall  and 
his  butler  in  pursuit.  After  a  merry 
chase,  Hall  discovers  himself  in  per- 

fect health  and  all  ends  well.  This  is 

more  amusing  than  the  usual  "Gang" short.  Running  time,  11  mins. 

"Snow  Fun" 
(RKO  Pathe) 
Winter  snow  sports  at  colorful  Lake 

Placid  in  New  York  State  are  inter- 
estingly described  in  "Snow  Fun." 

Skiing,  tobogganing,  bob  -  sledding, 
dexterous  ice  skating,  sulky  racing  on 
the  ice,  and  skiing  under  tow  of  a 
horse  or  automobile  are  exciting  cam- 

era subjects.  Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Picture  People,  No.  4" (RKO  Pathe) 
In  intimate  glimpses  into  Hollywood 

homes,  "Picture  People"  presents  views 
of  the  stars  at  play.  Carole  Lombard 
changes  jobs  with  Alfred  Hitchcock 
and  directs  the  latter  in  a  scene  with 
Robert  Montgomery.  Also  seen  are 
Gene  Autry,  Edgar  Bergen  and  Char- 

lie McCarthy,  Richard  Arlen,  Roscoe 
Ates  and  Lola  Lane.  Running  time, 
10  mins. 

"Dreams" 
(M-G-M) 

This  is  a  splendid  "Passing  Parade" short  by  John  Nesbitt  in  which  the 
phenomena  of  the  mind  is  explored. 
Dreams  are  pictured  as  having  a  sig- 

nificant bearing  on  the  individual,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  sufferer  from  an  in- 

feriority complex  who  in  his  subcon- 
scious sees  himself  laughed  at.  The 

short  also  recounts  the  case  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  who  foresaw  in  a  dream 

that  death  was  near  and  acted  accord- 
ingly. The  subject  is  intriguing.  Run- 

ning time,  10  mins. 

'Dictator'  at  70%  and 
Guaranty  Overseas 

Cash  guaranties  in  addition  to  terms 
of  70  per  cent  of  the  gross  have  been 
given  United  Artists  in  two  additional 
foreign  deals  for  "The  Great  Dic- 

tator" closed  recently,  Walter  Gould, 
foreign  department  head,  disclosed 
yesterday. 

The  company  closed  with  Bernardo 
Glucksmann,  Uruguayan  exhibitor,  on 
those  terms  for  a  premiere  of  the  pic- 

ture at  the  2,000-seat  Trocadero,  in 
Montevideo,  and  for  two  popular  price 
subsequent  runs  there.  A  similar  deal 
was  closed  with  John  Duell  for  a 
three-theatre  opening  in  Batavia,  Java, 
at  the  Deca,  Astoria  and  Cinema. 
Three  additional  deals  on  similar 

terms  were  closed  for  the  picture  by 
the  foreign  department  earlier. 

JjH.  Rieliaidjo,,', 

BlUEBOOKof 
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and  charts,  this  book  is  not  only  the  greatest  author- 

ity on  sound  reproduction  and  projection,  but  it  is 
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ORDER  THIS  BOOK  TODAY 
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Critics'  Quotes  .  .  . 

"ARIZONA"  (Columbia) 

A  satisfying  Western — a  colorful  segment  of  Americana  that  is  notable 
less  for  its  narrative  than  for  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  presented. — Newsweek. 

One  of  the  biggest  and  most  satisfactory  Westerns  in  a  long,  long  time  .  .  . 
the  scale  of  production  is  lavish,  sometimes  too  much  so,  for  the  sheer  size 
sometimes  tends  to  slow  down  narrative  action. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Provi- dence Journal. 

"HIT  PARADE  OF  1941"  (Republic) 

Republic  has  poured  a  lot  of  good-natured  foolishness  into  the  "Hit 
Parade  of  1941."  .  .  .  Musically,  the  film  fares  well. — New  York  Times. 

Cleverly  enough  written  to  maintain  a  correct  balance  of  music,  comedy  and 
romance.  ...  It  is  snappy  entertainment  of  its  kind. — Howard  Barnes,  New York  Herald  Tribune. 

A  lavish  and  entertaining  musical  with  tunes  that  live  up  to  the  picture's 
title. — Lee  Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror; 
A  loosely-strung  series  of  variety  acts  and  ancient  gags.  .  .  .  Patsy  Kelly 

gives  the  story  a  lift  now  and  then,  but  even  her  bright  brand  of  comedy  is 
smothered  under  the  picture's  gags. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 

"ESCAPE  TO  GLORY"  (Columbia) 
Better  than  most  of  the  action  melodramas  produced  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

Its  people  are  interesting,  if  familiar,  and  the  chief  business  in  hand,  the 
chronicling  of  the  sea  combat,  holds  the  plot  together  and  provides  considerable 
excitement. — Donald  Kirkley,  Baltimore  Morning  Sun. 

Fair-to-middling,  we  should  say  of  "Escape  to  Glory,"  if  we  were  recom- 
meding  it  to  those  who  are  not  of  a  discriminating  turn. — Gilbert  Kanour, 
Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

"ONE  NIGHT  IN  THE  TROPICS"  (Universal) 
Needs  Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello.  Though  it's  their  first  appearance 

on  the  screen,  they  do  magnificently. — Laura  Lee,  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 
We  think  you'll  enjoy  "One  Night  in  the  Tropics,"  thanks  mainly  to 

Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello.  .  .  .  Jerome  Kern  tunes,  Allan  Jones'  fine 
singing  voice  and  comedy  by  Abbott  and  Costello  make  pleasant  screen 
entertainment. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

This  helter-skelter  comedy  runs  circles  around  itself  without  getting  any- 
where that  matters,  devotes  endless  footage  to  the  less  than  sparking  humor 

of  Lou  Costello  and  Bud  Abbott. — Mildred  Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

"THE  LETTER"  (Warners) 
A  notable  screen  melodrama  has  been  achieved.  Until  the  last  anti-climactic 

five  minutes,  it  ranks  among  the  major  thrillers  of  the  season. — Henry  T. 
Murdock,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

Direction  and  mood  delineation  are  superbly  created  through  William  Wy- 
ler's  skilled  control  of  the  actors  and  the  pace.  .  .  .  Insertion  of  effective 
background  and  small,  significant  touches  helped  the  tremendous  suspense. — 
Philadelphia  Daily  News. 

Miss  Davis  surpasses  even  her  own  past  performances.  ...  As  savage, 
morbidly  fascinating  a  picture  as  has  appeared  in  many  seasons,  "The  Letter" 
is  an  extraordinary  example  of  mood  made  visible,  or  tortured  minds,  tangled 
emotions,  degradation  and  crushed  hopes. — Mildred  Martin,  Philadelphia  In- 

quirer. "ESCAPE"  (M-G-M) 

The  photoplay  is  able  to  stand  triumphantly  on  its  own,  so  to  speak,  as  a 
specimen  of  superior  drama  .  .  .  has  all  the  tension,  perhaps  more,  of  the  best 
of  its  predecessors. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

The  acting  is  excellent  throughout  .  .  .  Mervin  LeRoy's  direction  makes  the 
most  of  his  material,  being  marked  by  restraint  and  a  fine  feeling  for  cumu- 

lative effect. — Donald  Kirkley,  Baltimore  Morning  Sun. 
The  tensest  of  the  lot  up  to  now  ...  it  is  so  well  projected  in  its  acting  and 

direction  that  it  achieves  the  status  of  first-class  entertainment. — Norman 
Clark,  Baltimore  News  Post. 
An  interesting  and  workmanlike  film,  concerned  with  half  a  dozen  interest- 

ing people. — Doris  Arden,  Chicago  Daily  Times. 

"MELODY  RANCH"  (Republic) 
In  allowing  its  prize  package  (Gene  Autry)  this  lapse  in  physical  suprem- 

acy, Republic  may  be  taking  a  grave  risk.  Previous  box-office  receipts  indi- 
cate the  country  likes  him  rugged.  Possibly  as  a  sop,  Republic  gives  the 

customers  some  extra  flavors. — Time. 
Has  plenty  of  songs,  a  measure  of  love  interest  provided  by  pretty,  tap- 

dancing  Ann  Miller,  and  sufficient  genial  nonsense  to  make  it  thoroughly  agree- 
able, albeit  synthetic  Western  entertainment. — Providence  Journal. 

'Escape'  Gets 

Boston  Lead 

With  $29,000 

Boston,  Dec.  5.  —  "Escape"  and 
"Hullabaloo"  scored  $13,000  at  Loew's 
State  and  $16,000  at  Loew's  Orpheum 
in  a  second  week,  for  a  total  of  $29,- 
000  in  a  week  of  generally  slow  busi- 

ness. "No  Time  for  Comedy"  and 
"The  Westerner"  took  $4,100  at  the Scollay. 

Estimated  taking  for  the  week  end- 
ing Nov.  27: 

"I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
"The  Old  Swimmin'  Hole"  (Mono.) 
"Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
KEITH  BOSTON—  (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  "Still  Alive"  and  "Swimmin'  Hole"  4 days  with  vaudeville,  including  Milt  Herth 
Trio,  Sibyl  Bowan,  Paul  Nolan,  Toy  and 
Wing  and  Balabanow  Five;  "Glamour  for 
Sale"  and  "Sandy"  3  days.  Gross:  $4,500. (Average  $8,000) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) "Laddie"  (RKO) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL — (2,907)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)    7    days,    2nd    week.     Gross:  $13,000. 
(Average  $16,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Average  $15,- 500) 
"Arise   My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 
days.    Gross:  $7,000.    (Average  $7,500) 
"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
FENWAY— (1,320)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,500.    (Average  $4,500) 
"No  Time  for  Comedy"  (W.B.) 
"The  Westerner"  (U.A.) 
SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-55c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $4,100.    (Average  $4,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average 

$12,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $16,000. 

(Average  $17,500) 

American  Pictures 

Dominate  Azores 
Washington,  Dec.  5. — American 

companies  accounted  for  90  per  cent 
of  the  900  reels  of  film  distributed  in 
the  Azores  during  the  past  year.  Five 
per  cent  were  French  and  five  per  cent 
Portuguese,  according  to  an  annual 
report  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Commerce. 

Theatres  now  are  required  by  law 
to  include  in  each  program  at  least 
one  film  of  Portuguese  origin.  A 
Portugueses  film  is  said  to  bring  in 
about  $100  in  American  currency, 
while  imported  product  yields  about 
$50.  The  legislation  in  effect  in  Con- 

tinental Portugal  applies  to  all  the 
Azores.  Censoring  of  films  for  the 
Azores  is  done  in  Lisbon.  The  aver- 

age theatre  admission  price  is  about 
14  cents. 

Monogram  Reports 

Setting  Circuit  Deals 
Hollywood,  Dec.  5. — Monogram 

today  reported  the  closing  of  several 
circuit  deals.  They  include :  Sparks 
Theatres,  Florida ;  Skouras,  New 
York ;  North  Carolina  Theatres, 
Charlotte ;  Publix-Great  States ; 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatres ;  Pioneer 
Theatres,  Des  Moines ;  Lust  Circuit, 
Washington ;  Jay  Emanuel  Theatres, 
Philadelphia;  Black  Hills  Amusement 
Co.,  Denver ;  Warners,  Los  Angeles ; 
Cooperative  Circuit,  Cleveland. 

Joins  National  Screen 
Omaha,  Dec.  S. — Max  Rosenblatt 

has  been  named  salesman  for  National 
Screen  and  Advertising  Accessories  in 
the  Nebraska  territory  by  Isadore  So- 
kolof,  Omaha  manager.  Rosenblatt 
was  formerly  with  Capitol  Pictures 
here  and  replaces  Mike  Roth. 

Clark  in  Lamson  Post 
Arthur  Clark,  manager  of  the  Peter 

Clark  division  of  the  Lamson  Co.,  has 
also  been  appointed  district  manager 
for  the  Lamson  Co.  in  the  metropoli- 

tan area.  Clark  has  fully  recovered 
from  injuries  sustained  in  a  recent 
automobile  accident. 

'Pilot,'  Show 

Philadelphia 

Best,  $19,000 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  S.  —  "Charter 
Pilot,"  plus  a  stage  show  featuring Laurel  and  Hardy  on  the  stage  of  the 
Earle,  scored  $19,000,  in  a  weekjTi 
which  weekend  football  and  wj: 
Thanksgiving  holidays  hurt  grosses 
generally. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end-i 

ing  Nov.  27-29: "The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A,) 
ALDINE— (1,400)   (75c-$1.14)  7  days,  5th! week.    Gross:  $7,200.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Rhythm  on  the  River"  (Para.) 
ARCADIA — (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days,  2nd'. run.   Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $2,600) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
BOYD—  (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days 2nd  week.  Gross:  $11,600.  (Average,  $13,000} 

"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
EARLE — (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  ; days  with  vaudeville  including  Stan  Laurel 

&  Oliver  Hardy,  Lew  Parker,  Cass -Owen 
&  Tbpsy,  Maxine  Conrad,  Darlene  Garner, 
Sid  Gold,  Danny  Dare's  dancers.  Tht Fredericos  and  James  Cimorton.  Gross  ! 
$19,000.  (Average,  $14,000) "Scatterbraiii"  (Rep.) 

FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c:29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 days,  subsequent  run  with  vaudeville  in- 
cluding Jean  Mode,  16  Roxyettes,  Wally 

Brown  &  Annette  Ames,  Three  Dennis 
Sisters,  Johnny  Burke,  Barry  &  Raye,  and 
Pearl  Robbins.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Average, 
$6,900) "The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
FOX— (3,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $13,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 

KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $6,800.  (Average. $3,000.) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)     (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  6, days,   2nd  run,   2nd  week.   Gross:  $2,900. (Average,  $4,500) 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  1, days.  Gross:  $15,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 

"The  Ramparts  We  Watch"  (RKO) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  4  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,600.  (Average,  $4,500) 

Sol  Siegel  to  Make 

8  to  12  Para.  Films 

Hollywood,  Dec.  5. — Sol  C.  Siegel, 
new  Paramount  producer,  will  be  in 
charge  of  from  eight  to  12  features 

for  the  company  during  the  1941 -'42 season.  Among  them  will  be  Owen 
Wister's  "The  Virginian,"  to  be  pro- 

duced in  color,  probably  with  Joel 
McCrea  in  the  starring  role. 

Among  the  other  Siegel  films  will 
be  "The  Paramount  Parade,"  a  Henry 
Aldrich  comedy,  and  "Two  Bad 
Angels,"  concerning  British  refugee 
children.  Eugene  Zukor,  Joseph  Sis- 
trom  and  Jules  Schermer  will  assist 
Siegel. 

Plans  to  Produce 

Seven  in  Spanish 
United  Spanish  Artists  Films,  Inc., 

newly  formed  company  here  headed  by 
John  Malandre,  plans  to  produce  seven 
features  in  Spanish,  to  be  made  in  the 
East  and  designed  for  the  Latin  Am- erican market. 

The  company  will  specialize  in  oper- 
ettas and  biographical  subjects.  Shoot- ing on  the  first  production,  tentatively 

titled  "The  Hawks,"  will  start  at  the 
end  of  January.  Eduardo  Diaz  Ochoa, 
vice-president  of  the  company,  will  di- 

rect. The  company  will  handle  its  own distribution. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

MAJOR  networks  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  get  commercial  spon- sors to  shift  to  non-Ascap  music  before  the  Dec.  31  deadline  but  reports 
yesterday  indicated  that  there  was  no  great  haste  in  that  direcion.  Spon- 

sors were  asked  particularly  to  change  their  theme  songs  in  advance  to 
accustom  the  public  to  the  switch,  but  even  there  no  real  progress  has  been shown. 

Meanwhile,  the  tempo  of  the  publicity  campaigns  of  both  Ascap  and  BMI 
has  been  stepped  up,  and  releases  are  flowing  out  much  more  frequently. 
Ascap's  stationery  is  decorated  with  the  titles  of  about  20  old  favorites  which 
will  not  be  licensed  over  the  air.  Yesterday,  BMI  responded  by  listing 

45  songs  which  will  be  available,  from  "A  Bicycle  Built  For  Two"  down  to 
"Yankee  Doodle." •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Marlene  Dcitrich  will  join  John  Barrymore  as  guest  on 
the  Rudy  Vallee  Sealtest  show  over  NBC-Red  Thursday  at  10  P.M.  .  .  . 
Grenfell  Rand  has  been  appointed  educational  director  of  WABY,  Albany. 
.  .  .  Benny  Goodman,  who  will  make  a  guest  appearance  with  the  New  York 
Philharmonic-Symphony  Orchestra  Thursday  and  Friday  will  be  guest  on 
"We,  the  People"  with  Deems  Taylor  over  CBS  Wednesday  at  9  P.  M. 
.  .  .  Joan  Bennett,  Brian  Donlevy  and  George  Tobias  will  join  James  Cagney 
in  a  dramatisation  of  "Torrid  Zone"  on  the  "Screen  Guild  Theatre"  Sunday 
at  7:30  P.M.  over  CBS.  .  .  .  Dinah  Shore  has  been  voted  "Ideal  Career 
Girl"  by  the  junior  class  at  N.Y.U. •  •  • 

The  music  situation  was  the  main  topic  at  an  all-day  session  of  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters'  board  of  directors  at  the  Hotel 
Roosevelt  yesterday.  Selection  of  a  1941  convention  city  and  general 
arrangements  for  the  meeting  were  considered.  No  decision  was  ar- 

rived at  on  any  of  the  questions  but  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
something  definite  before  the  two-day  session  ends  today.  Twenty- 
six  board  members  are  attending. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  WOR'S  series  of  broadcasts  on  life  at  Fort  Dix  will 
start  Sunday  Dec.  15  at  2  P.M.  Tom  Slater  will  produce  the  shows  and  be 
master  of  ceremonies.  .  .  .  "Brush  Creek  Follies"  returns  to  CBS  tomorrow at  2:30  P.M.  .  .  .  Victor  Moore,  Martha  Raye,  Jack  White,  Jan  Peerce, 
Dave  Appollon,  Irving  Berlin  and  Louis  Niser  are  scheduled  to  be  heard 
over  WMCA  at  11:15  P.M.  Sunday  in  connection  with  a  testimonal  dinner 
to  Belle  Baker  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  .  .  .  George  Bryan,  CBS  news- 

caster, will  handle  the  Alka  Seltzer  news  show  over  W ABC  at  3  :55  P.M. 
daily  beginning  Monday. •  •  • 

Proceeds  from  the  third  annual  charitv  show  conducted  by  Uncle 
Don  at  the  Hotel  Astor  at  2:30  and  8:30  P.M.  Sunday,  Dec.  15,  will  be 
divided  between  metropolitan  charities  and  British  refugee  children  in  this countrv. 

British  Exhibitors 

Plan  Fight  on  KRS 

London,  Dec.  5. — It  became  certain 

today  that  next  week's  meeting  of  the 
general  council  of  the  Cinematograph 
Exhibitors  Association  at  Llandudno, 
Wales,  will  see  a  vigorous  debate  over 
the  policy  of  the  Kinematograph  Rent- 

ers Society  (distributors)  with  re- 
spect to  theatres  closed  because  of  the 

war. 

Weight  has  been  added  to  the  at- 
tack initiated  by  the  London  and 

Home  Counties  Branch  of  the  C.E.A. 
by  the  refusal  of  Arthur  W.  Jarratt, 
operating  head  of  the  Gaumont  Brit- ish Circuit,  to  sign  the  K.R.S.  form 
relating  to  designation  of  product  for 
theatres. 

London  exhibitors  are  understood  to 
be  determined  to  press  for  a  full  dis- 

cussion of  the  situation  at  the  coun- 
cil meeting  and  to  insist  that  the  coun- 
cil demand  that  the  K.R.S.  adjust  the 

situation. 
The  London  Branch,  at  its  meeting 

today,  discussed  at  length  the  ad- 
visability of  shorter  programs  dur- 

ing the  war  period,  but  it  was  agreed 
that  a  decision  depends  on  the  attitude 
of  the  circuits  and  no  definite  action 
was  determined  upon. 
The  C.E.A.  and  the  K.R.S.  will 

appoint  representatives  to  serve  on  a 
joint  trade  committee  to  study  feasi- 

bility of  the  plan  for  supplying  films 
for  the  army,  following  the  request 
of  the  War  Office  that  the  matter  be 
considered. 

11-Year  Mexican 

Patent  Suit  Ends 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  5. — Paramount 
Films  of  Mexico  has  full  right  to  use 
whatever  sound  apparatus  it  desires 
and  is  not  obligated  to  patronize 
Phonofilm  exclusively,  the  National 
Supreme  Court  has  ruled,  in  rejecting 
Phonofilm's  suit  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  Paramount  from  employing 
other  apparatus. 
The  ruling  ended  a  court  case  that 

began  in  1929  and  was  the  longest  and 
most  tangled  of  its  kind  in  this  coun- 

try. When  Paramount  in  1929  im- 
ported American  sound  apparatus  for 

the  introduction  in  Mexico  of  talking 
films  at  the  local  Cine  Olimpia,  then 
the  Paramount  show  window  here, 
Phonofilm  complained  to  the  Mexican 
patents  department  that  the  apparatus 
infringed  the  patent  and  rights  the  de- 

partment had  given  Lee  De  Forest  in 
1926,  which  rights  he  turned  over  to 
Phonofilm. 

The  department  ruled  that  Para- 
mount was  not  obligated  to  use  ex- 

clusively Phonofilm  machines.  The 
sound  company  took  the  case  to  court. 
After  1 1  years,  it  ended  with  the  high 
tribunal's  ruling. 

Broidy  Confers  at 
Local  Mono.  Branch 

Samuel  "Steve"  Broidy  of  Boston, 
newly  appointed  general  sales  manager 
for  Monogram,  is  conferring  with  the 
sales  staff  at  the  New  York  branch. 
He  will  leave  Tuesday  on  a  tour  of 
exchanges,  his  first  stops  being  Wash- 

ington on  Wednesday  and  Philadelphia 
on  Thursday.  He  expects  to  arrive  at 
his  Coast  headquarters  about  the  mid- 

dle of  February. 

Asks  Approval  of 
New  Texas  Station 

Washington,  Dec.  5. — The  Feder- al Communications  Commission  has 
been  asked  to  issue  a  construction  per- 

mit to  the  Orange  Broadcasting  Corp., 
for  a  new  1,550-kilocycle,  1,000-watt 
station  at  Orange,  Tex.,  and  to  auth- 

orize Station  WMAZ,  Macon,  Ga.,  to 
change  frequency  from  1,180  to  940 
kilocycles,  extend  time  from  limited 
to  unlimited  and  increase  night  power 
from  1,000  to  5,000  watts. 
The  commission  announced  that  it 

tentatively  had  set  Jan.  13  as  the  date 
for  hearings  on  the  contesting  appli- 

cations of  the  Paducah  Broadcasting 
Co.,  Inc.,  and  William  D.  Hudson 
and  Violet  H.  Hudson  for  construc- 

tion permits  for  a  new  1,370-kilocycle, 
250-watt  station  at  Clarsville,  Tenn. 

Priscilla  Lane  Leaves 
Priscilla  Lane  will  leave  for  the 

Coast  today  after  a  month's  visit  here. She  will  arrive  in  Hollywood  in  time 
to  board  the  special  train  which  will 
carry  a  contingent  of  film  stars  to 
Sante  Fe.,  N.  M.,  for  the  world  pre- 

miere of  Warners  "Sante  Fe  Trail" on  Dec.  13. 

Show  'Flight'  to  Navy 
Washington,  Dec.  5. — Commander 

Harvey  Haislip,  author  of  the  story 
from  which  the  M-G-M  film,  "Flight 
Command,"  was  produced,  arrived 
here  today  from  the  Coast  with  a 
print  of  the  picture.  It  was  screened 
before  a  group  of  Navy  officials. 

Kansas  Exhibitors 

In  Regional  Meets 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  5. — The  Kansas 

Independent  Theatres,  headed  by 
Homer  F.  Strowig  of  Abilene,  are 
holding  three  district  meetings  this 
week :  yesterday  at  Pratt ;  today  at 
Independence,  and  tomorrow  at  To- 

peka. 
The  group  plans  a  statewide  meet- 

ing in  February  to  elect  new  officers 
and  directors,  but  the  district  gather- 

ings primarily  are  to  expand  member- 
ship before  the  state  legislature  meets 

early  next  year. 

Arthur  Israel,  Jr., 

Elected  Lodge  Head 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Columbia ;  Jack  Sichelman,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox ;  Moe  Streimer,  United  Ar- 

tists;  Irving  Greenfield,  RKO ;  A.  R. 
Steinberg,  Loew's ;  Adolph  Schimel, 
Universal ;  treasurer,  Max  B.  Black- 
man,  Warners ;  recording  secretary, 
Julius  Collins,  Ascap ;  corresponding 
secretary,  J.  Hyman  ;  monitor,  Irving 
Cohen,  Paramount.  Schimel  was  chair- 

man of  the  nominating  committee. 

Cohen  Takes  Bronx  House 
Webster  Amusement  Corp.  (Max 

A.  Cohen)  is  the  new  operator  of  the 
Metro,  990-seat  theatre  in  the  Bronx. 

War  Has  No  Effect 

On  Swedish  Trade 

Washington,  Dec.  5. — The  war  as 
yet  has  had  no  appreciable  effect  on 
the  film  industry  in  Sweden  according 

to  reports  to  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Commerce  from  the  office  of  the 
American  commercial  attache  at 
Stockholm. 
Although  one  or  two  smaller  prujj 

ducing  companies  have  been  eliminate^' since  1939,  the  larger  companies  are 
operating  at  levels  equal  to  or  exceed- 

ing last  year.  Although,  since  the  Ger- 
man occupation  of  Norway  and  Den-  . 

mark,  shipping  lanes  have  been  re- stricted for  imports  into  Sweden,  and 
foreign  exchange  regulations  have 
been  tightened,  importation  of  films 
is  still  possible. 

During  1940,  no  theatres  have  been 
bombed  or  damaged,  none  has  been 
closed  and  no  new  houses  have  been 
opened.  There  are  2,134  houses  in 
Sweden,  all  wired.  The  Government 
contemplates  no  quota  legislation  on 
films  from  the  United  States.  During 
the  first  six  months  of  1940,  a  total 
of  3,831  pictures,  including  prints, 
was  censored.  Of  this  total  1,028  were 
American,  2,278  were  Swedish  and  the 
rest  were  from  various  other  countries. 
In  general  the  censor  rejects  pictures 
because  of  political  implication.  Eleven 
were  banned  during  the  first  half  of 
the  current  year,  seven  of  them  Ameri- can. For  the  most  part  positive  prints 
are  shipped  to  Sweden  from  the  U.  S. 

BVay  Holdovers 
Beat  the  Weather 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

and  will  continue  its  two-a-day,  $2.20 
top,  run  at  that  house  indefinitely. 
The  seventh  week  at  the  Astor  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $9,000. 

Another  two-a-day,  $2.20  run,  that 
of  "Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway,  where 
it  started  its  fourth  week  yesterday, 
is  still  almost  at  capacity.  The  third 
week  gross  was  an  estimated  $27,000. 

"Thief  of  Bagdad"  started  well  yes- 
terday, despite  the  snow  storm,  and 

the  Music  Hall  reported  a  heavy  ad- 
vance sale.  The  second  week  of  "Bit- ter Sweet"  with  a  stage  show  drew 

an  estimated  $68,000  to  the  Music 
Hall. 

"Gallant  Sons"  will  open  at  the 
Criterion  next  Wednesday,  following 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941,"  which  is  cur- 

rent there.  "Little  Nelly  Kelly"  will be  the  Christmas  offering  at  the  house. 

Kent  Gives  $1,000 

For  Greek  Relief 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Lowell  Thomas, 
Robert  Sherwood,  David  O.  Selznick, 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  J.  Meyer  Schine, 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  Elmer  Rice,  Phil  Reisman, 
Mike  Naify,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Charles 
E.  McCarthy,  M.  A.  Lightman,  Ar- 

thur W.  Kelly,  David  Idzal,  Helen 
Hayes,  John  W.  Hicks,  Jr.,  John 
Hamrick,  E.  C.  Grainger,  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Harrv  L.  Gold,  William 
Goetz,  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Albert  J. 
Finke,  Si  H.  Fabian,  Sam  Dembow, 
Jr.,  Phil  Chakeres,  Rachel  Crothers, 
Clare  Booth,  John  Balaban,  Elmer  C. 
Rhoden,  Clarence  M.  Turley  and 
Dimitri  Mitropoulos. 
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Bombs  Close 

320  British 

Film  Houses 

Trade    Sees  Settlement 

O  f  Bookings  Dispute 

London,  Dec.  8. — A  total  of  320 
motion  picture  theatres  in  Great 
Britain  have  been  closed  by  the 
Nazi  bombing  raids.  This  figure  is 
as  of  Dec.  1.  It  includes  houses  de- 

stroyed as  well  as  those  which  have 
been  forced  to  close  as  the  result  of 
extensive  damage  but  which  are  not 
completely  wrecked. 

Meanwhile,  trade  circles  here 
over  the  weekend  saw  a  settle- 

ment possibility  of  the  con- 
troversy between  exhibitors  and 

distributors  over  the  latter's 
policy  on  bookings  for  closed 
houses. 

Sam  Smith,  executive  of  the  Kine- 
matograph  Renters  Society  (distrib- 

utors), speaking  as  an  individual  and 
not  for  the  society's  council,  declared that  the  society  is  ready  to  discuss  the 

{Continued  on  pane  6) 

Ticket  Tax  Called 

'High  Sales  Levy' 
Washington,  Dec.  8. — The  Federal 

admission  tax  is  a  "very  high  sales tax,  and  one  which  bears  heavily  on 
the  amusement  costs  of  the  people," the  Temporary  National  Economic 
Committee  is  told  in  a  report  on  tax- 

ation, recovery  and  defense  prepared 
by  Dr.  H.  Dewey  Anderson,  its  ex- 

ecutive secretary. 
Even  in  1938,  when  the  exemption 

was  40  cents,  it  is  pointed  out,  ad- 
missions to  amusements  accounted  for 

41.8  per  cent  of  the  total  revenue  de- 
rived from  the  socalled  luxury  taxes. 

Since  July  1,  1940,  the  exemption  has 
been  20  cents. 

Dr.  Anderson  viewed  the  admission 

levy  as  one  of  a  number  of  "regres- 
sive" taxes  which  fall  more  heavily 

upon  small  incomes  than  upon  large 
ones. 

Para.  Branch  Heads 

In  Midwest  Shifted 

Des  Moines,  Dec.  8. — A  shift  in 
Paramount  branch  managers  has  Ray- 

mond H.  Copeland,  head  of  the  local 
exchange  for  the  past  13  years,  taking 
charge  of  the  Kansas  City  branch  for 
the  company,  with  Joseph  T.  Manfre, 
Kansas  City  manager  for  the  past 
eight  years,  succeeding  Copeland  here. 

Irish  Seek  Direct 

Dealings  with  U.  S. 
London,  Dec.  8 — Exhibitors 

in  Ireland  have  formed  an  or- 
ganization with  the  primary 

aim  of  obtaining  direct  deal- 
ings with  United  States  film 

companies,  it  is  reported  from 
Dublin.  The  Irish  exhibitors 
now  transact  their  film  deals 
through  the  distributors  in 
England.  The  new  group  will 
be  known  as  the  Irish  Cinema 
Association  and,  it  is  re- 

ported, would  replace  two  ex- 
isting organizations  which 

represent  Dublin  and  provin- cial houses. 

Theatrical  Unions 

In  Buying  Group 

Nine  theatrical  unions  agreed  Fri- 
day to  form  a  cooperative  buying 

group  to  be  known  as  Associated  Con- 
sumers or  "A.C."  Frank  Gillmore, 

president  of  Associated  Actors  and 
Artistes  of  America,  was  elected  pres- 

ident, Paul  N.  Turner,  executive  sec- 
retary, and  Leslie  A.  Hart,  business 

manager  and  technical  director. 
The  organization  will  start  to  func- 

tion early  in  1941  and  will  confine 
itself  for  the  first  few  months  to 
advising  members  on  where  to  get  the 
most  value  in  their  purchases.  Later, 
it  is  planned  to  effect  cooperative  buy- 

ing agreements  with  manufacturers. 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

20TH-FOX  AIMS  TO 

AVOID  DISPUTES 

Lack  of  Legality 

Fades  Exhibitor 

Attack  on  Decree 

The  possibility  of  exhibitor  liti- 
gation to  prevent  the  consent  de- 

cree from  being  made  effective  has 
all  but  disappeared,  according  to 
official  observers,  due  to  the  in- 

ability of  exhibitors  to  establish  the 
legal  standing  necessary  to  bring 
such  actions. 
There  is  no  likelihood  of  test  ac- 

tions being  filed  by  either  of  the  na- 
tional exhibitor  organizations,  M.  P. 

T.  O.  A.  or  Allied  States,  it  is  learned, 
and  this  policy  is  expected  to  govern 
the  attitude  of  the  affiliated  units  of 
both  organizations.  Moreover,  no 
litigation  is  in  preparation  by  such 
regional  units  as  the  I.T.O.A.  of  New 
York  or  New  York  Allied. 

Exhibitor  litigation  against  the  de- 
cree will  not  appear,  in  the  opinion  of 

industry  attorneys,  until  after  arbi- tration decisions  have  been  given 
which  deprive  an  exhibitor  of  clear- 

ance, run  or  product  against  his  will. 
This  development  conceivably  would 
give  such  an  exhibitor  the  legal 
standing  necessary  to  bring  suit  to  test 
the  legality  of  the  decree,  attorneys 
interested  in  the  case  said. 

Expect  1,000  at  Dinner  of 

Philadelphia  Variety  Club 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  8. — Close  to 
1,000  industry  members  are  expected 
at  the  sixth  annual  banquet  of  the  Phil- 

adelphia Variety 
Club  on  Thurs- 

day night  at  the 
Bellevue-Strat- 
ford  Hotel.  Hold- 

ing the  affair  for 
the  first  time  on 
a  weekday  night 
instead  of  Sun- 

day, an  unusually 
large  number  of 
New  York  per- 

sonalities and 
other  out  -  of  - 
towners  are  ex- 

pected. Postmas- ter General  Frank 
C.  Walker  will  be 
the  guest  of  honor. 
For  the  first  time,  there  will  be  a 

Frank  C.  Walker 

double  dais  to  accommodate  all  the 
guests.  Ben  Bernie  will  act  as  toast- 
master.  The  list  of  speakers,  in  addi- 

tion to  Postmaster  General  Walker  in- 
cludes Senator  James  J.  Davis ;  Gov. 

Arthur  H.  James,  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Harold  G.  Hoffman,  former  Governor 
of  New  Jersey;  Spyros  Skouras,  Na- 

tional Theatres  president;  Major  Gen- 
eral Clifford  H.  Powell,  Fort  Dix, 

N.  J.,  and  Dr.  Alexander  J.  Stod- 
dard, superintendent  of  the  Philadel- 

phia public  schools. 
Others  to  be  seated  on  the  dais  in- 

clude Rev.  Sylvester  M.  McCarthy, 
Chester  Heights,  Pa. ;  Rabbi  Simon 
Greenburg ;  Rev.  Herbert  W.  Jones ; 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M;  John 
Harris,  National  Variety  Club  presi- 

dent ;  Barney  Balaban,  Paramount ; 
Arthur  Kelly,  United  Artists;  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  RKO ;  A.  W.  Smith,  Jr., 

(Continued  on  pane  6) 

Will  Shun  Deals  Which 

May  Lead  to  Need 
For  Arbitration 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will 
avoid  all  deals  which  may  lead  to  a 
dispute  and  consequent  arbitration 
under  the  terms  of  the  New  York 
case  consent  decree.  Instructions 
to  avoid  such  deals  scrupulously 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  com- 

pany's sales  staff  by  Sidney  R. 
Kent,  president. 

Additionally,  Kent  has  directed 
Felix  A.  Jenkins,  general  counsel 
of  the  company,  to  send  a  second 
letter  of  instruction  emphasizing 
the  policy  set  down  by  Kent,  it  was 
revealed  over  the  weekend. 

Jenkins  and  two  members  of 
his  staff  will  visit  all  company 
exchanges  during  January  and 
early  in  February  to  instruct 
the  sales  forces  in  the  decree 
provisions.  A  manual  of  in- structions prepared  by  Jenkins 
will  be  sent  sales  staffs  in  ad- 

vance of  the  meetings,  which 
they  are  to  keep  as  an  aid  in 
complying  with  the  decree. 
With  a  preliminary  meeting  at  the 

New  York  exchange  set  for  next  Fri- 
day. Jenkins  will  personally  confer 

at  12  branches,  starting  Jan.  2  at 
Los  Angeles.  Percy  Heiliger  and 
Norman  Steinberg  of  his  staff  will 
cover  the  rest  of  the  country.  Herman 
Wobber,  general  manager  of  distribu- tion, plans  to  attend  the  meetings  at 
the  West  Coast  exchanges  with  the 

general  counsel. Jenkins'    letter    to    the  managers (Continued  on  page  6) 

Doyle  Far  Eastern 
20th-Fox  Manager 

Arthur  Doyle,  20th  Century-Fox 
manager  in  Japan,  has  been  named 
Far  Eastern  manager,  with  super- 

vision over  the  company's  interests  in China  and  the  Philippine  Islands  as 
well  as  Japan.  His  headquarters  will 
continue  to  be  in  Tokio.  Dell  Good- 

man formerly  was  Far  Eastern  man- 

ager. 
Reviewed  Today 

"Comrade  X"  is  reviewed 
from  Hollywood  on  Page  3. 

Reviews  of  "Let's  Make  Music" 
and  "The  Lilac  Domino"  will be  found  on  Page  11. 
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Enemy  Royalties 
Held  by  Canada 

Toronto,  Dec.  8.— To  put  at 
rest  the  rumors  with  respect 
to  the  payment  of  royalties 
from  Canada  to  citizens  of 
enemy  countries,  H.  T.  Jamie- 
son,  president  of  the  Cana- 

dian Performing  Rights  So- 
ciety, Toronto,  has  announced 

that  the  share  of  fees  for  per- 
formances in  the  Dominion  to 

residents  of  enemy  countries 
is  being  paid  at  intervals  to 
the  Custodian  of  Enemy  Prop- 

erty of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment for  disposal  in  accord- 

ance with  Government  policy. 

Kelly  Leaves  for 
Tour  of  Branches 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  United  Artists 
vice-president  and  distribution  head, 
left  over  the  weekend  on  his  first  tour 
of  company  exchanges  since  assum- 

ing his  present  post.  Kelly  will  visit 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  De- 

troit, Chicago,  Indianapolis  and  Buf- 
falo. He  is  expected  back  in  New 

York  in  a  week  or  10  days. 

James  Dinner  Guest 

Columbus,  O.,  Dec.  8. — William 
James,  one  of  the  first  exhibitors  here, 
but  who  now  is  engaged  in  another 
business,  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
dinner  given  by  his  friends  at  the 
Variety  Club.  Max  Stearn,  who  oper- 

ates the  Southern,  was  toastmaster. 

Personal  Mention 

PHIL  REISMAN,  RKO  vice-presi- dent and  foreign  manager,  arrived 
from  the  Coast  last  Friday. • 
Leonard  Goldenson,  Paramount 

home  office  theatre  executive,  returned 

yesterday  from  a  week's  trip  in  the 
South. • 

Nat  Holt,  RKO  Theatres  division 
manager  in  Cleveland,  is  due  here  to- 

morrow for  home  office  conferences. 
He  will  be  here  about  three  days. • 

Monroe  Greenthal,  new  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director  for  United 

Artists,  returned  Friday  from  the 
Coast. 

• 

I.  M.  Rappaport,  owner  of  the  Hip- 
podrome, Baltimore,  will  visit  here 

early  this  week. 

Dan  Nolan,  RKO  home  office  aud- 
itor, is  this  week  at  the  Des  Moines 

exchange. 
• 

A.  W.  Anderson  was  presented  a 
gold  and  diamond  pilot's  pin  by  his staff  at  the  Warner  office  in  Des 
Moines  when  he  left  to  take  over  as 
Minneapolis  manager. 

• 

George  Lofing,  Des  Moines  Uni- 
versal booker,  has  been  called  into 

the  Naval  service,  in  which  he  is  a 
reserve  officer. 

Pete  Harrison  has  left  for  a  Flor- 
ida vacation. 

FRANCIS  L.  HARLEY,  British 
managing  director  for  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox, is  expected  here  about  Dec. 
20  by  clipper  for  a  holiday  visit. 

• 

Harry  Browning,  executive  of  the 
M.  &  P.  Circuit,  has  been  elected  ad- 

jutant of  the  Lt.  A.  Vernon  Macaulay 
Post  of  the  American  Legion  in  Bos- 

ton, known  as  the  theatrical  post. 
• 

William  J.  Kupper,  20th  Century- 
Fox  western  division  manager,  is  ex- 

pected back  in  about  a  week  from  a 
tour  of  his  territory. 

• 

Arch  Reeve,  who  resigned  recently 
as  advertising  manager  for  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox, is  en  route  to  the  Coast 
by  automobile. • 

Samuel  Hadelman  of  Capitol  and 
Colonial,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  Mrs. 
Hadelman  were  honored  with  a  sur- 

prise party  at  Baybrook  by  more  than 
80  friends,  on  their  fifth  wedding anniversary. 

Charles  McCleary,  manager  of 
Loew's  Parkway,  Baltimore,  has  been 
discharged  from  Sinai  Hospital,  where 
he  was  treated  for  a  stomach  ailment. 

R.  A.  Fielding  is  on  leave  from 
the  Spencer  Circuit  at  St.  John,  N. 
B.,  to  take  a  course  in  aeronautical 
engineering  in  Toronto. 

Name  Coast  Group 

On  S.  A.  Relations 

MAYBE  I'D  BETTER  THINK  THAT  OVER ! 
There's  no  percentage  in  being  uncer- tain about  any  phase  of  your  business. 
How  can  you  be  certain  whether  the 
equipment  in  your  projection  room  is 
functioning  at  its  highest  possible  effi- 

ciency ?  About  that,  you  never  need  to 

be  in  doubt  again.  An  Altec  sound 
service  agreement  and  an  Altec  booth 
parts  agreement  bring  you  the  knowl- 

edge that  your  equipment  is  operating 
at  its  best,  not  part  of  the  time,  but  all 
of  the  time.  Change  to  Altec  today! 

.ALTEC 

250  West  57 tb  Street,  New  York  City 

CHANGE  TO  ALTEC  SERVICE  •  A  CHANGE  FOR  THE  BETTER 

Wobber  and  Levy  at 

N.  Y.  Branch  Meeting 
Herman  Wobber,  20th  Century-Fox 

general  manager  of  distribution,  and 
M.  A.  Levy,  Kent  Drive  leader,  will 
preside  at  the  New  York  exchange 
today  at  the  final  meeting  of  a  series 
in  connection  with  the  drive.  In  ad- 

dition to  Division  Manager  William 
Sussman,  Branch  Manager  Harry  H. 
Buxbaum  and  the  local  staff,  a  num- 

ber of  home  office  officials  will  attend. 
Wobber,  Sussman  and  Levy  attended 
a  similar  meeting  Saturday  in  Boston, 
where  the  Albany  and  New  Haven 
forces  also  sat  in. 

Committee  Planning 

O'Shea,  Bowen  Dinner 
An  industry  committee  under  the 

leadership  of  Harry  Brandt  will  meet 
tomorrow  at  the  Hotel  Astor  to  plan 
a  testimonial  dinner  for  E.  K.  (Ted) 

O'Shea,  newly  appointed  Central  divi- 
sion manager  for  M-G-M,  and  Jack 

Bowen,  New  York  branch  manager, 
who  will  succeed  O'Shea  as  Eastern district  head. 

Movietone  News  Shifts 
Jack  Darrock,  Movietone  News 

manager  on  the  West  Coast,  has  been 
assigned  to  a  supervisory  post  in  short 
subject  production  in  New  York.  He 
has  been  succeeded  in  Lost  Angeles 
by  Arthur  De  Titta,  formerly  with 
the  newsreel  in  Europe. 

Henry  King  in  New  York 
Henry  King,  20th  Century-Fox  di- 

rector, is  in  New  York  making  back- 
grounds for  "The  Eagle  Flies  Again," story  of  American  aviators  with  the 

British  Royal  Air  Corps, 

Hollywood,  Dec.  8. — David  O. 
Selznick,  Walter  Wanger  and  Frank 
Capra  have  been  appointed  to  a  com- mittee to  carry  on  with  John  Hay 
Whitney  plans  for  the  organization 
of  the  industry's  cooperation  with 
Washington  on  this  country's  relations 
with  Latin  America. 
Whitney  is  the  representative  here 

of  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller's  coordinat- 
ing committee  of  the  Government  for 

the  Latin  and  South  American  re- 

publics. 
Wanger  explained  the  general  as-, 

pects  of  the  situation  at  a  meeting  of 
industry  leaders,  including  the  heads 
of  the  Actors,  Directors  and  Writers Guilds. 

Donovan  Departs  on 

Government  Mission 
Colonel  William  J.  Donovan,  who 

is  chief  counsel  for  RKO,  left  sud- 
denly on  Friday  from  Baltimore 

aboard  a  Pan-American  clipper  under 
an  assumed  name,  on  what  was  re- 

garded as  an  important  mission  in  con- nection with  U.  S.  aid  to  the  Allies.  It 
was  reported  on  Friday  by  the  New 
York  Post  that  he  would  pay  an  of- 

ficial visit  to  Marshal  Weygand  in 
Algeria  and  would  inspect  British forces  in  the  Near  East. 

It  was  indicated  also  that  he  might 
visit  Greece.  Some  time  ago,  Dono- 

van, who  was  World  War  commander 
of  the  69th  Regiment  in  France,  made 
a  secret  and  important  trip  to  study 
European  fifth  column  activities  on 
behalf  of  Frank  Knox,  Secretary  of the  Navy. 

William  Haynes  Dies 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  8.— William 
Haynes,  51,  veteran  Warner  Theatre 
employe  and  formerly  Philadelphia 
district  manager,  died  here  of  a  heart ailment.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow 
and  two  sons. 

Pioneer  Exhibitor  Dead 

Kentville,  N.  S.,  Dec.  8.— Waltei 
F.  Hiltz,  64,  who,  with  Al  Clarke  of Kentville,  as  partner,  opened  and  op 
erated  the  first  motion  picture  thea 
tres  in  the  Annapolis  Valley,  died  here 
after  a  long  illness. 
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Lazarus  Comedy 
Will  Open  Tonight 

"Every  Man  for  Himself," 
comedy  by  Milton  Lazarus, 
starring  Lee  Tracy,  will  be 
presented  at  the  Guild  The- 

atre tonight  by  Arthur  Hutch- 
inson and  Arthur  Ripley.  Rip- 

ley also  directed.  The  prin- 
cipal supporting  players  are 

Margaret  Tallichet,  Kay  Lin- 
aker,  Wally  Maher,  Murray 
Alper  and  Grant  Richards. 

Cinema  Lodge  Names 

Advisory  Council 

Advisory  council  of  the  Cinema 
Lodge,  B'nai  B'rith,  which  will  serve 
with  Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  newly  elected 
president,  and  the  other  new  officers 
for  1941  includes : 
Barney  Balaban,  Joseph  Bernhard, 

Harry  M.  Warner,  Maurice  Silver- 
stone,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry 
Brandt,  Jack  Cohn,  Max  Fleischer, 
Nate  Spingold,  Major  Albert  Warner, 
Abraham  S.  Weber,  Abe  Montague, 
Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Dr.  David  De 
Sola  Pool,  Abe  Schneider,  Sam 
Schneider  and  Herman  Starr. 

Proceeds  from  the  lodge's  annual banquet  and  ball  held  last  October 
will  be  divided  among  the  following, 
according  to  recommendations  voted 
by  membership :  Anti-Defamation 
League,  Hillel  Foundation,  A.  Z.  A., 
Vocational  Guidance,  all  of  which  are 
B'nai  B'rith  groups ;  National  Con- 

i  ference  of  Christians  and  Jews ;  Inter- 
Faith  Movement;  McCosker-Hirsch- 
field  Hospital,  Leo  N.  Levi  Hospital, 
Greek  Relief  Fund  and  Ezrath  Israel. 

Heymann  Companies 

Ask  Reorganization 
French  Film  Import  Company, 

Inc.,  and  French  Cinema  Center,  Inc., 
on  Friday  filed  petitions  for  reor- 

ganization in  the  U.  S.  District  Court, 
the  former  listing  assets  of  $12,608 
and  liabilities  of  $10,394,  and  the  lat- 

ter assets  of  $30,198  and  liabilities  of 
$15,199. 

The  petition,  signed  by  Andre  Hey- 
i  mann,  president,  offers  creditors  full 
payment  out  of  future  grosses  of  the 
films  "Heritage,"  "Gold  in  the  Moun- 

tains," and  "Harvest." 
Among  creditors  of  French  Film 

Import  are  listed  Pathe  Laboratories, 
$744,  and  the  Belmont  Theatre,  $565. 
Largest  creditor  of  French  Cinema  is 
Marcel  Pagnol,  French  producer,  with 
a  claim  of  $8,564. 

Coast,  N.  Y.  Groups  to 

Opening  of  'Santa  Fe' A  New  York  group  will  leave 
Wednesday  and  a  Hollywood  contin- 

gent on  Thursday  to  attend  the  world 
premiere  of  Warners'  "Santa  Fe 
Trail,"  in  three  theatres  in  Santa  Fe, 
N.  M.,  next  Saturday  night. 
The  opening  will  be  the  feature  of 

a  three-day  celebration  starting  Friday 
in  the  New  Mexico  city.  The  fiesta 
is  expected  to  combine  Indian,  Span- 

ish and  Mexican  customs.  Official  re- 
ceptions, an  historic  pageant,  a  cos- 

tume ball  on  Friday  evening  and  a 
grand  ball  Saturday  night  after  the 
premiere  are  on  the  schedule. 

Parks  Johnson  and  Wally  Butter- 
worth  will  broadcast  part  of  the  cere- 

monies on  their  "Vox  Pop"  show  over 
CBS  at  7:30  P.  M.  Thursday. 

Hollywood  Review 

"Comrade  X" 
(M-G-M) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  8. 

TV  A  -G-M's  "Comrade  X"  is  a  scintillating  burlesque, .  satire  and  farce 
treating  of  Communism  in  Russia,  using  collectivism  with  its 

purges,  "ideals"  and  all  its  trappings  as  background  for  the  adventures 
of  an  American  newspaperman  sought  by  the  secret  police  for  sending 
uncensored  stories  and  photographs  to  his  paper.  It  is  90  minutes  of 

unadulterated  comedy  of  wide  range,  winding  up  with  a  "chase"  sequence 
which  may  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  hilarious  finishes  ever filmed. 

Clark  Gable,  as  the  newspaperman,  is  teamed  with  Hedy  Lamarr, 
who  enacts  the  role  of  a  Communist  tram  driver  given  the  name 

"Theodore"  by  the  workers'  council  "because  only  men  can  drive 
trams."  Miss  Lamarr,  for  the  first  time  in  her  American  career,  has 
been  give  a  role  suited  to  her  thespic  talents  and  carries  the  part  ad- 

mirably. Gable  is  his  usual  competent  self.  Supporting  the  stars  are 
Oscar  Homolka  as  the  sinister  OGPU  head,  Felix  Bressart  as  a  hotel 
porter,  Eve  Arden  as  a  newspaperwoman,  Sig  Rumann  as  a  Nazi 
correspondent,  Vladimir  Sokoloff,  Natasha  Lytess,  Edgar  Barrier  and 
John  Piccori. 
When  the  porter  fears  for  the  life  of  his  outspoken  daughter,  he 

forces  Gable,  by  threatening  him  with  exposure  of  his  identity  as 
Comrade  X,  to  induce  her  to  leave  the  country.  The  girl,  played  by 
Miss  Lamarr,  is  reluctant  to  leave  Russia,  but  Gable,  pretending  to  be 
in  sympathy  with  Communism,  tells  her  that  a  pretty  girl  can  do  more 
for  Communism  in  America  than  is  then  being  done.  She  agrees  and 
they  get  married  in  the  Russian  style — by  having  official  papers  stamped 
and  obtaining  a  postcard  to  mail  back  when  they  want  a  divorce. 
Inadvertently,  a  newspaperwoman  lets  the  girl  know  that  Gable  hates 
Communism  and  she  determines  to  expose  him.  In  the  meantime,  the 
OGPU  has  arrested  her  father,  who  falsely  confesses  he  is  Comrade 
X  to  save  Gable  and  his  daughter.  All  three  are  thrown  into  prison 
but  Gable  offers  to  trade  a  photograph  of  an  attempted  assassination 
of  the  OGPU  chief  for  their  freedom.  Taken  to  OGPU  headquarters, 
he  finds  that  the  would-be  assassin  is  the  new  chief,  having  succeeded 
only  the  night  before  in  completing  his  purge. 
A  deal  is  made,  and  the  trio,  instead  of  producing  the  photograph, 

outwit  their  pursuers  and  climb  into  an  Army  tank  on  a  railroad  car, 

not  knowing  that  the  tank  is  the  general's.  They  speed  off,  but  hundreds 
of  other  tanks,  acting  under  orders,  follow  the  leader,  believing  it  part 
of  maneuvers,  chugging  and  clanging  down  ravine,  over  hill  and  across 
river.   The  trio  finally  reach  Romania  and  then  the  United  States. 

The  original  story  by  Walter  Reisch  and  the  screenplay  by  Ben  Hecht 
and  Charles  Lederer  drains  every  drop  of  humor  from  the  material  and 
reaches  new  heights  in  sustained  comedy.  King  Vidor,  in  his  efficient 
direction,  kept  events  at  a  vibrant  pitch  to  the  climax,  obtaining  the 
maximum  from  the  stars,  featured  players  and  bit  parts.  Gottfried 
Reinhardt  supervised  as  producer. 

Running  time,  90  minutes.    "G."  *  Vance  King 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Named  District  Manager 
Fort  Dodge,  la.,  Dec.  8.  —  Jesse 

Day,  manager  of  the  Rialto  here  for 
the  Central  States  Theatre  Corp.,  has 
been  named  district  manager  and  H. 
N.  Schrodt,  manager  of  Central  States 
Grand  theatre  at  Estherville,  Iowa, 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  Rialto. 

New  W.  B.  Albany  House 
Albany,  Dec.  8. — Erection  of  a  new 

700-seat  theatre  here  was  announced 
by  M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  Theatres 
state  zone  manager.  Warner's  already 
operate  four  theatres  here,  the  first 
run  Strand,  Ritz,  Albany  and  Madison Theatres. 

Approve  Foreign  Film  Ban 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  8. 

THE  Milwaukee  Sentinel  has  given  editorial  approval  to  the  action 
of  the  Common  Council  in  demanding  that  the  School  Board 

bar  propaganda  films  from  schools,  declaring  that  "there  are  plenty of  good  American  films,  educational,  interesting  and  uplifting,  with 
which  the  children  can  be  entertained  and  instructed." 

The  editorial  concludes  with  the  observation  that  "confining  school exhibitions  to  such  films  instead  of  accepting  free  films  from  foreign 
government  agencies  seems  like  a  plain,  common  sense  way  to  avoid 
giving  the  children  a  picture  diet  that  isn't  good  for  them  or  for  the 

country." 

2,500  Paramount 

Common  Shares 

Bought  by  Griff  is 

Washington,  Dec.  8. — Acquisition 
of  2,500  shares  of  Paramount  Pictures 
common  stock  by  Stanton  Griffis, 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee, 
increasing  his  holdings  to  6,500  shares, 
was  the  largest  of  several  film  trans- 

actions reported  by  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  in  its  first 
semi-monthly  summary  for  October. 

The  next  largest  of  five  transactions 
reported  was  the  disposition  of  1,000 
shares  of  20th  Century-Fox  common 
stock  by  Sidney  R.  Kent,  president, 
which  reduced  his  interest  to  1,180 shares. 

A  report  on  Radio  Keith  Orpheum 
showed  the  disposition  of  928  shares 
of  common  stock  by  Radio  Corpora- 

tion of  America,  which  at  the  close  of 
October  held  316,328  shares  of  com- 

mon, 555,254  warrants  for  common 
and  44,757  shares  of  RKO  preferred 
stock. 

The  other  film  transactions  were  the 
acquisition  of  200  Universal  Corpora- 

tion common  voting  trust  certificates 
by  Preston  Davie,  director,  increasing 
his  holdings  to  2,400  direct  and  26,500 
held  through  Standard  Capital  Co., 
and  disposition  of  160  shares  of  Con- 

solidated Film  Industries  preferred 
stock  by  E.  H.  Seifert,  Fort  Lee, 
N.  J.,  reducing  his  interest  to  400 shares. 

A  report  on  Columbia  Broadcasting 
System  showed  the  disposition  by  H. 
Bayard  Swope  of  1,600  shares  of  Class 
A  common  stock  held  through  the 
Keewaydin  Corp.,  reducing  his  in- 

terest to  1,100  shares  held  direct  and 
4,400  held  through  the  corporation. 

Hicks  Will  Conduct 

Meeting  in  Panama 

John  W.  Hicks,  Paramount  vice- 
president  and  foreign  manager,  will 
conduct  a  sales  meeting  of  the  com- 

pany's representatives  in  Mexico, Central  America  and  all  of  South 
America  except  Argentina  and  Brazil, 
at  Panama  on  Feb.  5. 

Arthur  Pratchett,  Paramount  Cen- 
tral American  manager,  is  expected 

here  from  Mexico  within  the  next  few 
days  for  home  office  conferences. 
Other  Paramount  managers  from  the 
Latin  American  territory  will  ar- 

rive in  New  York  in  the  next  few 
weeks  to  see  current  Paramount  prod- 

uct and  will  return  with  Hicks  some 
time  next  month. 

Postpone  Meeting 

Of  MPPDA  Board 

The  quarterly  meeting  6f  the 
M.P.P.D.A.  board  of  directors  sche- 

duled for  Wednesday  has  been  post- 
poned due  to  the  absence  from  the  city 

of  George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of 
RKO ;  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal 
president,  and  Joseph  H.  Hazen  of 
Warners.  The  latter  usually  represents 
Harry  M.  Warner  at  M.P.P.D.A. 
board  meetings. 
The  meeting  is  tentatively  set  for 

Dec.  18,  although  Schaefer  and  Blum- 
berg may  not  be  back  from  the  Coast 

by  then.  Will  H.  Hays  will  arrive 
from  the  Coast  today. 



DODGE  CITY  AND  VIRGINIA  CITY 

-BECAUSE  IT'S  A 

STORY  MILES  BIGGER  THAN  BOTH! 

IT  ALL  GOES  TO  SHOW  THE  WORLD  THAT  WARNERS  WILL  RELEASE 

V>
e 
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20th-Fox  Will 

Aim  to  Avoid 

Trade  Disputes 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 

points  out  that  the  block-of-five  and 
trade  show  provisions  of  the  decree, 
and  those  covering  the  selling  of  a 
particular  run  and  the  confinement  of 
selling  to  exchange  district  boundaries, 
do  not  become  effective  until  the  be- 

ginning of  the  1941 -'42  season. 
No  Shorts  Forcing 

Of  the  decree  provisions  which  are 
now  in  effect,  his  letter  states :  "You 
cannot  force  the  news,  shorts  or  re- 

issues with  your  features.  This  prin- 
ciple is  no  longer  merely  a  matter  of 

company  policy;  it  is  a  part  of  the 
decree. 

"Selling  clearance  is  a  part  of  sell- 
ing pictures.  An  exhibitor's  complaint that  his  clearance  is  unreasonable  is 

subject  to  arbitration;  if  our  job  of 
selling  is  properly  done  the  clearance 
we  sell  should  never  have  to  be  ar- 
bitrated. 

"At  the  last  sales  convention  we 
asked  you  to  prevent  or  settle  disputes 
at  the  source  and  thereby  put  a  stop  to 
a  great  deal  of  expensive  litigation. 
Arbitration  proceedings  will  also  be 
expensive  and  take  up  valuable  time. 
Mr.  Kent  asks  me  to  impress  upon 
you  that  it  is  extremely  important 
that  you  so  conduct  our  business  that 
we  will  not  be  drawn  into  arbitra- 

tion." 

Expect  1,000  at  Dinner  of 

Philadelphia  Variety  Club 

Exhibitors  to  Hold 

New  Haven  Meeting 

New  Haven,  Dec.  8. — Exhibitors  in 
this  territory  will  hold  a  joint  meet- 

ing Tuesday  at  Ceriani's  Cafe  Mellone, to  discuss  legislative  problems  which 
may  arise  in  the  coming  session  of  the 
state  legislature.  Irving  C.  Jacodcs, 
Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut 
M.P.T.O.,  and  A.  M.  Schuman,  presi- 

dent of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  _  of 
Connecticut,  will  preside.  Discussion 
■of  the  consent  decree  is  also  expected. 

On  the  same  day  all  exhibitors  and 
distributors  or  representatives  of  allied 
industries  are  invited  to  attend  a  meet- 

ing at  the  20th-Fox  projection  room 
for  the  proposed  organization  of  a 
state  film  bowling  league. 

Theatrical  Unions 

Form  Buying  Group 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

merchants  and  other  business  houses. 
Membership  in  A.C.  will  be  limited 

to  union  members  belonging  to  the 
4-A,  Equity,  American  Federation  of 
Radio  Artists,  American  Guild  of 
Musical  Artists,  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists,  Chorus  Equity, 
I.A.T.S.E.,  Theatrical  Managers  and 

Agents,  and  United  Scenic  Artists. 
Also  eligible  for  admission  will  be 
trade  paper  reporters  who  cover  these unions. 

A  *  M  *  P*  A 

takes  considerable  pleasure  In  welcoming  as  our 
guest  speaker  at  the   next   luncheon  meeting 

JACK  COHN 

Executive  Vice  President,  Columbia  Pictures. 

The  topic  of  Mr.  Cohn's  address  is 

"LET'S  GET  BACK  TO  SHOWMANSHIP" 
Roastmaster  On  This  Occasion: 

MAURICE  BERGMAN,  Advertising  Mgr.,  20th  Century-Fox 
*        *  * 

DEE-LIGHTFUL— MARJORIE  KNAPP,  young  singing 

principal  of  Ed  Wynn's  "Boys  and  Girls  Together" 

EVERYBODY  WELCOME! 

(if  arriving  on  time!  We  start  serving  promptly 
at  12:45  p.m.  in  the  beautiful  SUN  ROOM) 

THURSDAY -DEC.  12 -HOTEL  EDISON 

$1.25 

for  luncheon,  including  tip,  to  non-members 
and  well  worth  it! 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

RKO ;  Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner 
Theatres  head ;  Albert  M.  Greenfield  ; 
Mayor  R.  E.  Lamberton,  Philadel- 

phia ;  Jack  Kelly ;  Lou  Krouse ;  Jack 
Beresin ;  Jay  Emanuel,  barker ;  Dr. 
Leon  Levy,  barker-elect;  Lewis  J. 
Hines,  Pennsylvania  Secretary  of 
Labor;  Dr.  John  Shaw,  Pennsylvania 
Secretary  of  Health;  and  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus,  Radio  City  Music  Hall  man- 

aging director. 
Postmaster  Joseph  Gallagher,  Phila- 

delphia ;  William  Harrer,  local  stage- 
hands' union  head;  John  Nolan  and 

Jay  J.  O'Leary,  Comerford-Publix  the- atres, Scranton,  Pa. ;  and  from  New 
York,  Leonard  Goldenson  and  Leon 
Netter,  Paramount ;  William  Sussman, 
20th-Fox ;  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  ;  Tom 
Connors,  M-G-M  ;  Harry  Gold,  United 
Artists;  Joe  Unger,  Paramount;  Wil- 

liam A.  Scully,  Universal ;  James  R. 
Grainger,  Republic ;  Leonard  Schles- 
inger,  Warners,  and  Rube  Jackter, 
Max  Weisfeldt  and  Louis  Weinberg, 
all  of  Columbia. 

Weshner  Handles  Entertainment 

The  entertainment,  provided  by 

"Skip"  Weshner,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, includes  the  entire  "Funzafire" 

unit  with  Benny  Meroff's  orchestra; 
Vincent  Lopez,  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann 
Dvorak  and  Peter  Lind  Hayes,  from 
the  Earle  Theatre ;  line  of  16  Roxy- 
ettes  to  open  and  close  the  show,  from 
Fay's  Theatre ;  Bob  Russell  and 
Chaney  and  Fox,  from  Jack  Lynch's Hotel  Walton  Roof;  Bruce  Cabot, 

Betty  Furness,  Hugh  O'Connell  and 
Mary  Brian,  from  the  Locust  St.  The- 
theatre.  Benny  Fields  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies. 

Bombs  Close 

320  British 

Film  Houses 

Name  Directors  of 

K.  C.  Variety  Club 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  8. — New  direc- tors of  the  local  Variety  Club,  who 
will  elect  the  club's  1941  officers,  are: 
Sam  Abend,  George  Baker,  Arthur 
Cole,  H.  J.  Griffith,  Finton  Jones,  O. 
K.  Mason,  Jay  Means,  retiring  presi- 

dent; C.  A.  Schultz,  Ward  Scott, 
Robert  F.  Withers  and  Jerry  Zig- 
mond. 

Means  and  R.  R.  Biechele  have  been 
named  delegates  to  the  national  tent, 
with  Withers  and  Griffith  as  alter- nates. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

matter  of  relief  for  theatres  closed  by the  war. 
He  insisted,  however,  on  the  right 

of  the  K.R.S.  to  question  exhibitors 
seeking  concessions,  claiming  that  the 
distributor  must  know  all  the  facts 

concerning  the  exhibitor's  trading 
position,  if  he  allegedly  is  unable  to 
operate  his  theatre. 

It  is  believed  likely  that  this  situa- 
tion will  be  taken  up  by  a  permanent 

joint  committe  representing  the  K.  R. 
S.  and  the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors 
Association  which  was  formed  several 
years  ago.  Nevertheless,  a  full  de- 

bate on  the  matter  is  scheduled  for  the 
C.E.A.  general  council  meeting  next Wednesday. 

London-,  Dec.  8. — The  visit  of  a 
deputation  of  film  industry  labor  in- 

terests to  the  British  Board  of  Trade 
to  discuss  Government  aid  in  increas- 

ing British  production  has  been  post- 
poned until  Thursday.  It  had  been 

scheduled  for  last  Friday. 

Christmas  Reelected 

By  Omaha  Musicians 
Omaha,  Dec.  8. — Peter  J.  Christ- 

mas has  been  reelected  president  of 
Local  70  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Musicians  for  1941.  Other  officers 
are  Ernest  Nordin,  vice-president;  H. 
E.  Pace,  recording  secretary;  Mike 
Chaloupka,  financial  secretary  and 
treasurer;  Fred  Berghoff,  sergeant- at-arms. 

Directors  are  Emil  Hoppe,  Arthur 
Randall,  Leonard  Garnet,  Marvin 
George  and  Frank  Elias. 

Releases  Two-Reeler 
"Springtime  in  the  Holy  Land,"  a 

two-reel  subject  in  color,  is  being  na- 
tionally released  by  Astor  Pictures 

as  a  special  Christmas  Week  attrac- tion. 

Companies  Join  In 

Canada  Clearance 

Toronto,  Dec.  8. — The  membership 
of  the  newly-created  Clearance  Board 
of  the  Canadian  film  industry  has  been 
expanded  to  include  two  executives  of 
distributing  companies  in  addition  to 
the  previously  constituted  setup  of 
three  representatives  from  the  circuits 
and  three  independent  exhibitors. 

After  considerable  delay  in  the  com- 
pletion of  organization  plans,  this  was 

decided  upon  at  a  meeting  of  the  Mov- 
ing Picture  Section  of  the  Toronto 

Board  of  Trade,  the  members  of  which 
represent  all  branches  of  the  business 
in  the  Dominion.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  new  board  is  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  when  steps  will  be  taken  to 
study  the  booking  situation  with  a 
view  to  priority  and  protection  re- forms. 

Plan  Canadian  Units 

To  Handle  Charities 

Toronto,  Dec.  8. — The  organization 
of  local  exhibitor  associations  in  cities 
across  Canada  for  the  handling  of 

community  patriotic  and  charity  cam- 
paigns to  which  the  theatres'  efforts 

can  be  appropriately  applied  is  an  im- 
mediate prospect  following  the  success 

of  the  recently  formed  Theatre  Man- 
agers' Association  of  London,  Ont. 

Such  units  would  be  made  up  of 
circuit  and  independent  managers  as  in 
the  case  of  the  London  body  and  it  is 
expected  they  will  function  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Canadian  Motion  Pic- ture War  Services  Committee  of 
which  N.  L.  Nathan  son  is  general 
chairman. 

People's  Changes  Hands 
The  People's  Cinema,  Brooklyn,  is 

now  being  operated  by  Hopkinson Theatres,  Inc. 







ALL  THAT  IT  TAKES  FOR  A 

"MAKE-YOU-HAPPY"  HIT! 

HELEN  BRODERICK  *  ZASU  PITTS  *  EVE  ARDEN 

TAMARA  *  BILLY  GILBERT*  STUART  ROBERTSON 

HERBERT  WILCOX 

Screen  Play  by  Ken  Englund 

From  the  Musical  Comedy — "No,  No, 
Nanette"— by  Frank  Mandel,  Otto 
Harbach,  Vincent  Youmans,  Emit  Nyitray 

Music  by  Vincerrt  Youmans  —  Lyrics  by  Irving  Caesar  and  Otto  Harbach 
RADIO PICTURE^ 

3t 



Anticipation  is  sweeping  Hollywocx 
over  its  first  look  at  Orson  Welles 

long-awaited  first  motion  picture 
"Citizen  Kane."  Inside  word  has  i 

that  sensationally  new  dramatit 
treatments  are  only  one  of  th< 

unique  elements  that  go  to  maki 
it  one  of  the  biggest  attractions 
ever  screened.  RKO  Radio  will  re 

lease  it  soon — and  another  big  on< 
from  the  same  studios  soon  to  leat 

the  nation  in  laughter  is  the  Alfrec 
Hitchcock -directed  comedy  starring 
Carole  Lombard  and  Robert  Mont 

gomery — "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith." 

wmmmmmmm. 
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Showmanship 

Flashes  .   .  * 

Music  Booth  in  Lobby 
Is  'Tin  Pan  Alley'  Stunt 
New  Haven,  Dec.  8.— Nat  Rubin, 

Loew-Poli  assistant  manager  here,  de- 
signed a  sheet  music  booth  in  the 

lobby,  inside  which  a  singer  from 
Kresge's  music  counter  and  pianist  let 
the  patrons  hear  the  numbers  they 
requested  from  "Tin  Pan  Alley."  The 
booth  was  hung  with  sheet  music  and 
copy  on  the  picture,  and  flanked  with 
life-sized  figures  of  Betty  Grable  and 
Alice  Faye. 

Elaborate  Campaign 
Used  on  'Bagdad' 

United  Artists'  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation department  has  prepared  an 

elaborate  opening  campaign  on  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad,"  currently  playing 
the  Music  Hall  here.  The  plans  in- 

cluded a  costume  ball  at  Manhattan 
Beach,  a  huge  float  of  the  Djinni  in 
the  Macy  Thanksgiving  Day  parade, 
Fifth  Avenue  window  displays  in  sev- 

eral important  stores,  a  special  screen- 
ing and  laugh  contest  held  for  the 

youngsters  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  a 
skating  exhibition  by  performers  wear- 

ing "Bagdad"  costumes,  and  other 
stunts.  The  Macy  parade  float  and 
another  of  an  elephant  are  being  used 
on  other  key  city  engagements. 

Night  Clubs  Publicize 
Opening  of  'Santa  Fe' 
New  York  night  clubs  and  restau- 

rants are  cooperating  with  Warners 
in  publicizing  the  premiere  of 
"Santa  Fe  Trail"  in  New  Mexico 
this  week.  The  clubs  are  show- 

ing wall  cards  announcing  the  pre- 
miere. 

Letter  Contest  Used 

On  'Philadelphia  Story' 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  8. — The  Cincin- 

nati Post,  in  cooperation  with  RKO, 
offered  three  cash  prizes  and  10  tickets 
for  "The  Philadelphia  Story,"  at  the 
RKO  Palace,  for  the  best  contribu- 

tions under  title  of  "Cincinnati  Story," of  not  more  than  25  words,  based  on  a 
true  happening  in  Cincinnati  during 
1940. 

Display  War  Weapons 
For  'Blackout'  Run 
An  exhibit  of  rifles,  binoculars  and 

steel  helmets,  collected  by  the  Ameri- 
can Committee  for  Defense  of  British 

Homes,  is  on  display  at  the  Globe 
Theatre  on  Broadway  in  conjunction 
with  the  run  of  "Blackout,"  U.  A. film.  Patrons  are  requested  to  donate 
similar  articles  for  distribution  to 
British  civilians.  U.  A.  plans  similar 
tieups  throughout  the  country. 

Sues  Over  Drawing 
Muncie,  Ind.,  Dec.  8.— Mary 

E.  Kerkondis,  16,  has  brought 
suit  against  the  Rivoli, 
Strand,  Grand,  Uptown  and 
Hoosier  theatres  here  for 
$2,000.  She  alleges  she  held 
the  winning  number  in  a 
drawing  conducted  jointly  by 
the  houses,  and  was  refused 
the  prize  when  she  was  called 
to  the  stage  because  she  is 
under  18. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Let's  Make  Music" 
(RKO) 

THERE  is  a  good  deal  of  light,  unpretentious  entertainment  in  this 
story  of  an  aging,  small  town  music  teacher  who  crashes  Broadway 

with  the  song  she  has  written  for  the  high  school  band. 

The  song  is  popularized  by  Bob  Crosby's  orchestra,  and  Elizabeth Risdon,  who  plays  the  small  town  music  teacher,  is  invited  to  New  York 
to  appear  with  the  orchestra  during  a  night  club  engagement.  Jean 

Rogers,  as  the  music  teacher's  niece,  is  opposed  to  her  aunt's  appear- 
ances but  is  won  over  by  Crosby.  Theatre  engagements  for  the  aunt 

follow  while  the  song  is  at  its  height,  but  that  popularity  dwindles  more 

rapidly  than  does  the  elderly  teacher's  infatuation  with  the  spotlight. Her  health  is  impaired  at  the  very  time  that  the  bottom  drops  out  of 

her  Crossley  rating  but,  determined  not  to  be  just  "a  flash  in  the  pan," 
she  refuses  to  leave  New  York  until  she  has  written  another  "hit" 
song.  This  she  does,  with  the  help  of  Crosby,  whose  romance  with  the 
niece  has  made  progress.    Auntie,  a  success,  returns  to  her  classes. 

Joseph  Buloff,  Frank  Orth,  Walter  Tetley  and  Benny  Rubin  are  good 
in  character  parts.  Howard  Benedict  produced,  with  Leslie  Goodwins 
directing. 

Running  time,  84  minutes.    "G."  *  Sherwin  A.  Kane 

The  Lilac  Domino" 

(Select  Attractions') 
"The  Lilac  Domino,"  first  a  stage  operetta,  was  adapted  to  the  screen 

and  produced  in  England  with  Michael  Bartlett,  June  Knight,  S.  Z. 
Sakall  and  others  performing  under  the  direction  of  Frederick  Zelnik. 

Bartlett  is  a  prodigal  Hungarian  count  who  gambles  away  a  fortune 

and  goes  to  work  for  Emney,  a  rich  baron.  Miss  Knight  is  Emney's 
daughter.  She  and  Bartlett  are  in  love.  A  turn  of  events  leads  her  to 
suspect  him  of  being  a  fortune  hunter,  but  he  convinces  her  eventually 
that  it  is  true  love.    As  the  story  is  told,  both  sing  frequently. 

Running  time,  65  minutes.  "G."* 
*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Axis  Stronghold 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  8. — The 
large  German-Italian  popula- 

tion here  is  providing  a  profi- 
table film  venture  for  Mario 

Parisi.  His  small  Princess 
Theatre,  opened  four  months 
ago  to  show  German  films  ex- clusively, continues  to  do  a 
comfortable  business.  Now  he 
has  opened  the  old  Tivoli  The- atre to  show  Italian  pictures, 

and  the  first  two  weeks'  re- sponse encouraged  him  to 
take  a  lease  on  the  theatre. 

Underwood,  Ezell 

Plan  Texas  Circuit 

Dallas,  Dec.  8.— W.  G.  Underwood 
and  C.  C.  Ezell,  Republic  distributors 
for  Texas,  plan  the  construction  of  two 
drive-in  theatres  here  at  a  cost  of 

$100,000. Their  building  program  for  the 
state  also  includes  drive-in  theatres 
for  Austin,  Waco  and  Fort  Worth. 
They  already  are  operating  similar  en- 

terprises at  Houston  and  San  Antonio. 
The  total  investment  is  said  to  be 
about  $500,000.  Construction  is  ex- 

pected to  start  on  the  two  local  houses 
within  a  few  days. 

Gets  Rights  on  Film 
Saul  Solomon  of  Exclusive  Pictures 

Corp.  has  acquired  the  rights  to 
"Speed  Limited,"  for  New  York  State 
and  northern  New  Jersey  and  will 
open  the  picture  at  the  Central  The- 

atre on  Broadway  on  Wednesday. 
Regent  Pictures  produced  the  film. 

Seek  Applicants  for 
Screen  Job  in  Army 

Washington,  Dec.  8. — The  United 
States  Civil  Service  Commission  to- 

day invited  applications  from  persons 
willing  to  accept  employment  with 
the  War  Department  as  associate  ani- mation director. 

The  commission  announced  that  ap- 
plications would  be  received  until  Jan. 

3  (Jan.  6  for  West  Coast  states)  for 
the  $3,200  a  year  position,  Applicants 
must  have  had  considerable  experience 
in  directing,  planning  and  writing  in 
the  motion  picture  field,  including 
familiarity  with  the  technique  of  ani- 

mated motion  pictures. 

RKO  Sets  New  Year 

Eve  Shows  in  Ohio 

Cleveland,  Dec.  8. — RKO  Theatres 
plan  special  midnight  shows  in  all 
houses  in  this  division  on  New  Year's 
Eve.  A  reserved  seat  policy  at  ad- 

vanced admissions  will  be  in  effect 
at  the  Palace  here  and  the  Palace  in 
Columbus,  with  stage  shows  at  both houses. 

Testimonial  Is  Held 

For  Bill  Robinson 

A  testimonial  dinner  for  Bill  Rob- 
inson, sponsored  by  the  Negro  Actors 

Guild,  was  held  at  the  Mecca  Temple 
Casino  last  night  with  about  500  per- 

sons present,  James  J.  Walker  was 
toastmaster.  Entertainment  followed 
the  dinner,  with  Dan  Healy  and  Ed 
Sullivan  as  masters  of  ceremonies. 
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FCC  Licenses 

7  FM  Stations; 

New  Calls  Set 

Washington,  Dec.  8.  —  Two 
New  York  FM  stations,  two  in 
Chicago,  and  one  each  in  Hart- 

ford, Conn.,  Pittsburgh  and  Nash- 
ville, were  authorized  for  commer- 

cial operation  after  Jan.  1  by  the 
FCC  over  the  weekend.  The  new 
grants  give  New  York  City  six 
commercial  FM  stations  and  Chica- 

go three. 
The  FCC  also  announced  that 

it  had  adopted  a  new  method  of 
assigning  call  letters  for  FM 
stations.  The  first  letter  will  be 
either  W  or  K,  depending  on 
whether  the  station  is  east  or 
west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  second  two  characters  will  be 

numerals,  not  letters,  and  will  desig- 
nate which  one  of  the  40  FM  fre- 

quency channels  the  station  uses.  The 
last  one  or  two  letters  may  be  as- 

signed arbitrarily  or  may  designate 
the  city.  Thus,  W41B  might  desig- 

nate a  Boston  station  operating  on  the 
44.1  m.c.  channel,  while  K43SF  might 
be  a  San  Francisco  station  operating 
on  44.3  m.c.  Not  more  than  five  char- 

acters may  be  used.  All  educational 
stations  must  use  E  for  the  last  letter. 
The  system  is  similar  to  that  in  use 
in  Chile  for  standard  broadcast  sta- 
tions. 

Commercial  operation  of  FM  sta- 
tions was  authorized  for  the  Bam- 
berger Broadcasting  Service  (WOR) 

and  Metropolitan  Television  (Bloom- 
ingdales  and  Abrahams  &  Strauss) 
for  New  York;  NBC  and  WGN,  for 
Chicago  ;  WDRC,  Hartford  ;  Walker- 
Downing  Radio  Corp.,  Pittsburgh, 
and  National  Life  &  Accident  In- 

surance Co.,  Nashville. 

Grant  Permits  for 

Two  New  Stations 

Washington,  Dec.  8. — The  Federal 
Communications  Commission  has 
granted  construction  permits  to  Wil- 
lard  Carver  &  Byrne  Ross  for  a  new 
1,120-kilocycle,  250-watt  daytime  sta- 

tion at  Lawton,  Okla.,  and  Blanfox 
Radio  Co.,  Inc.,  for  a  1,420-kilocycle, 
250-watt  station  at  Harlan,  Ky. 

The  commission  also  authorized  Sta- 
tions WBIG,  Greensboro,  N.  C,  and 

WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.,  to  increase 
night  power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts ; 
KRLfi,  Midland,  Tex.,  to  increase 
power  from  100  to  250  watts  ;  WFEA, 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  to  increase  power 
from  500  watts  night,  1,000  watts  day, 
to  5,000  watts;  KGEZ,  Kalispell, 
Mont.,  to  change  frequency  from  1,310 
to  1,430  kilocycles  and  increase  power 
from  100  to  1,000  watts,  if  a  direc- 

tional antenna  is  installed,  or  alter- 
nately to  keep  its  present  frequency 

and  increase  power  from  100  to  250 
watts,  and  WTRY,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to 
increase  time  from  day  to  unlimited. 

An  application  of  J.  Leslie  Doss  for 
a  new  1,370-kilocycle,  250-watt  station 
at  Bessemer,  Ala.,  was  ordered  set 
for  hearing  on  a  date  later  to  be  de- 

termined, as  were  the  applications  of 
Stations  WSAN  and  WCBA,  Allen- 
town,  Pa.,  for  increase  of  power  from 
500  to  5,000  watts. 

Off  the  Antenna 

NATIONAL  Association  of  Broadcasters'  directors  were  guests  of  NBC on  Friday  to  witness  a  special  television  show  put  on  for  their  exclusive 
entertainment.  With  the  NBC  television  transmitter  off  the  air  for  repairs, 
the  N.  A.  B.  directors  witnessed  the  performance  on  receiving  sets  which 
picked  up  the  show  by  wire  from  the  studio.  A  "March  of  Time"  film,  and 
three  live  acts,  Betty  Hutton,  Gus  Van  and  the  Deep  River  Quartet,  consti- 

tuted the  program.  Miss  Hutton  came  in  for  special  praise  as  a  particularly 
good  television  personality. 
The  N.  A.  B.  concluded  a  two-day  board  of  directors'  meeting  Friday  by 

voting  an  expression  of  satisfaction  in  the  conduct  of  the  radio  industry's fight  against  Ascap. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Dr.  James  R.  Angell,  NBC  educational  counsellor,  W.  G. 
Preston,  an  educational  director,  and  Bill  Kostka,  manager  of  the  press 
department,  returned  over  the  weekend  from  a  trip  through  the  Midwest.  .  .  . 
Gilbert  Miller,  Broadway  producer,  will  be  guest  on  "Footlight  Forum"  over 
WMCA  tonight  a>t  8:15  P.M.  .  .  .  Herman  Bess,  WNEW  sales  manager, 
returned  over  the  weekend  from  a  business  trip  to  Chicago. •  •  • 

A  shakeup  in  the  NBC  program  department  was  decided  upon  by  the 
network's  board  of  directors  Friday  but  details  of  the  reorganization  will 
not  be  made  known  until  today.  A  number  of  consolidations  and  per- 

sonnel shifts  were  voted. •  •  • 

Industry  figures  expressed  great  interest  over  the  weekend  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  Edward  F.  M'cGrady,  vice-president  in  charge  of  labor  for  RCA,  as consultant  on  labor  to  Secretary  of  War  Henry  L.  Stimson.  McGrady  has 

taken  a  leave  of  absence  from  his  RCA  post. 
•  •  • 

Program  News:  "Charlie  and  Jessie"  will  replace  "Short,  Short  Story" 
for  Campbell  Soup  over  53  CBS  stations  today.  It  will  be  heard  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  at  11  A.M.  with  Donald  Cook  and  Florence  Lake 
in  the  leading  roles.  .  .  .  Maxinc  Keith  will  start  a.  recorded  program  over 
WINS  at  9  :45  A.M.  today  and  will  be  heard  at  that  time  Mondays  through 
Saturdays. 

•  •  • 

The  Dumont  television  station,  W2XWV,  had  scheduled  yesterday  an 
unusual  football  telecast.  Picking  up  the  play-by-play  description  of  the 
professional  football  championship  game  from  Washington,  broadcast 
over  Mutual,  W2XWV  described  the  game  by  a  mechanical  board 
description. 

199  Domestic 

Stations  Give 

Foreign  Shows 

Washington,  Dec.  8. — A  total 
of  199  domestic  stations  now  sche- 

dule programs  in  one  or  more  for- 
eign languages  and  57  others  have 

done  so  at  some  time  during  the 
past  six  months,  the  FCC  disclosed 
over  the  weekend  in  a  report  on 
foreign  language  stations. 

Thirty-one  foreign  languages  are 
heard  on  1,721  current  weekly  pro- 

grams representing  almost  1,330  hours 
of  non-English  language  programs  a 
week,  it  is  shown  in  an  analysis  of 
replies  to  a  questionnaire  recently  dis- 

tributed by  the  FCC. 
Approximately  three-fourths  of  this time  is  in  Italian,  Polish,  Spanish, 

Yiddish  or  German. 
Most  of  the  foreign  language  sta- 

tions are  in  the  lower-priced  class, 
with  108  of  the  199  licensed  for  250 
watts  or  less.  Most  of  them  are  in 
areas  with  considerable  foreign  born 
populations,  the  FCC  found. 

Grierson  to  Speak 

John  Grierson,  Film  Commissioner 

of  Canada,  will  speak  on  "Youth"  at Columbia  University  this  evening  in 

a  series  of  addresses  on  "Living  His- 
tory" sponsored  by  the  Institute  of Arts  and  Sciences. 

Report  Ogilvie  Out 
In  BBC  Shakeup 

London,  Dec.  8. — It  is  re- 
ported unofficially  here  that 

as  the  result  of  an  inquiry  by 
the  Government  into  the  op- 

erations of  the  British  Broad- 
casting Co.,  impending  chang- 

es may  include  the  resigna- 
tion of  Director  General  Ogil- 

vie and  Sir  Stephen  Tallents, 
overseas  director. 

Preferred,  Common 

Dividends  by  RCA 
RCA  board  of  directors  on  Friday 

declared  a  dividend  of  87^>  cents  per 
share  on  the  first  preferred  stock  and 

a  dividend  of  $1.25  on  the  "B"  pre- ferred stock,  payable  Jan.  1  to  holders 
of  record  Dec.  13.  A  dividend  of  20 
cents  was  declared  on  common  stock, 
payable  Jan.  27  to  holders  of  record 
on  Dec.  20. 

Six  executives  of  RCA  Communi- 
cations were  elected  vice-presidents  of 

that  company.  The  new  officials  are 
John  B.  Rostron,  traffic  manager ;  C. 
W.  Latimer,  chief  operations  engin- 

eer ;  H.  H.  Beverage,  in  charge  of 
research  and  development ;  F.  W. 
Wozencraft,  general  counsel ;  L.  G. 
Hills,  controller;  and  A.  B.  Tuttle, 
treasurer.  The  appointments  are  ef- 

fective immediately. 

Opens  Detroit  Exchange 
Detroit,  Dec.  8.  —  Albert  Dezel 

Roadshows  have  opened  an  office  in 
the  Film  Exchange  Building  here. 
William  Kent  is  office  manager. 

The  Industry's 
leading  sound 

engineers  pre-* 

pared  this  book 
for  you! 

MOTION  PICTURE 

SOUND  ENGINEERING 

■  547  pages,  completely  covering  every  practical  method  and 
process  in  present  day  sound  engineering.  Every  detail  of 
apparatus  and  its  arrangement  is  minutely  explained  and  pro- 

fusely illustrated.  Here  is  the  practical  answer  to  the  per- 
plexing problems  of  sound  engineering.  If  you  deal  with  sound 

at  all,  you  should  have  this  authoritative  treatise! 

$6.50  POSTPAID 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER   CENTER,    NEW  YORK 
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Weekend  Big; 

BVay  Houses 

Near  Capacity 

Expected  Pre-Xmas  Lull 
Not  in  Evidence 

The  expected  pre-Christmas  lull 
has  failed  to  materialize  at  Broad- 

way first  runs  and  most  houses 
played  at  capacity  over  the  past 
weekend.  Thursday  and  Friday 
were  off  because  of  bad  weather 

but  Saturday  and  Sunday  business 
was  near  capacity  in  most  instances 

and  there  were  lobby  waits  in  sev- 
eral houses  during  the  evening 

hours. 

Seven  legitimate  plays  which 
gave  performances  Sunday  also 
did  good  business.  Four  of  them 
drew  better  than  they  did  the 
previous  Sunday,  while  three 
were  a  bit  off,  according  to 
James     F.     Reilly,  executive 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

$120,000  Minneapolis 

Suit  Against  Majors 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  9. — An  anti- 

trust suit  asking  $120,000  damages 
has  been  filed  against  the  eight  major 
distributors  in  U.  S.  District  Court 
here  by  Irving  Gillman,  local  exhib- 

itor. The  action  alleges  that  he  was 
forced  to  close  his  300-seat  Esquire 
here  after  being  unable  to  obtain 
sufficient  major  company  product.  A 
similar  charge  is  made  on  a  poster 
adorning  the  front  of  the  closed 
theatre. 

Theatres  to  Gain 

By  Long  Holiday 
The  outlook  is  favorable  for 

one  of  the  best  pre-Christmas 
weeks  in  years  for  theatres  in 
New  York,  according  to  man- 

agers, as  a  result  of  the  an- 
nouncement by  the  Board  of 

Education  that  the  schools' 
holiday  vacation  season  will 
start  after  classes  end  Friday, 
Dec.  20,  instead  of  Dec.  24, 
the  customary  date.  Since  the 
pre-Christmas  week  is  usu- 

ally the  worst  of  the  year,  the 
fact  that  school  children  will 
be  on  holiday  for  four  extra 
days  is  expected  to  make  this 
week  one  of  the  best  instead 
of  one  of  the  worst. 

RKO  Sales  Drive 

Starting  Jan.  25 

To  Honor  Depinet 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  of 
RKO,  will  be  honored  in  the  com- 

pany's 1941  billings  drive,  which  will extend  from 
Jan.  25  to  May 
9,  a  period  of 
25  weeks. 

Captain  of  the Ned  Depinet 
Drive  will  be 
Leo  Devaney, 

Canadian  divi- sion manager, 
who  is  at  the 
home  office  set- 

ting plans  for the  campaign. 

Walter  Bran- 
son, Midwest- ern district 

Ned  Depinet  manager,  pre- vious drive  cap- 
tain, is  conferring  here  with  Devaney. 

Devaney  will  hold  individual  meet- 
ing at  branches  prior  to  the  drive. 

During  the  period  of  the  drive  some 
of  the  company's  top  productions  are scheduled  for  release.  Among  them 
are  :  "No,  No  Nanette,"  "Kitty 
Foyle,"  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,"  "Citi- 

zen Kane,"  "A  Girl,  A  Guy  and  a 
Gob,"  "The  Devil  and  Mrs.  Jones," 
"Tom,  Dick  and  Harry"  "They  Met 
in  Argentina." 

SEE  NO  PRODUCT 

SHORTAGE  UNDER 

NEW  SALES  SYSTEM 

Ascap  Ban  to 

BMI  Takes 

Washington,  Dec.  9. — The  Su- 
preme Court  today  consented  to  re- 

view the  procedure  followed  in  the 
appeal  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  from 
a  District  court  decision  of  1937  in- 

validating as  a  violation  of  the  Fed- 
eral Copyright  law  the  Nebraska 

statute  barring  Ascap  from  the  state. 
The  suit  was  brought  in  June,  1937, 

by  the  music  society  to  enjoin  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  making  it  unlawful 

for  authors,  composers,  publishers  or 
owners  of  copyrighted  musical  com- 

positions to  combine  to  form  an  or- 
ganization, if  one  of  the  objects  of  the 

organization  is  the  determination  of 
license  fees  required  for  the  use  of 
copyrighted  music  for  profit  in  Ne- braska. 
A  motion  by  the  state  to  dismiss 

the  case  was  overruled  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1937,  an  interlocutory  injunction 

was  granted  on  the  ground  that  one 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  was  a 
violation  of  the  Copyright  Act,  there- 

< Continued  on  page  9) 

Minimum  Delivery  on  Current  Season  to 

Give  Each  of  'Big  5'  10  to  15  Films  When 
Block-oi -Five  Becomes  Effective 

There  is  no  danger  of  a  product  shortage  in  any  exchange  district 

either  during  or  after  the  changeover  of  the  "Big  Five"  to  the  new 
local  selling  system  under  the  Federal  consent  decree,  beginning 

with  the  1941-'42  season,  in  the  opinion  of  several  sales  executives. 

They  indicate  that  they  are  preparing  for  the  switch  and  will  have 

ample  product  at  the  outset  and  regular  releases  thereafter. 

By  delivering  the  minimum 
instead  of  the  maximum  num- 

ber of  pictures  sold  on  current 
season's  contracts  and  by  clear- 

ing up  their  schedules  earlier 
than  usual  this  season,  the  "Big 
Five"  can  have  10  to  15  com- 

pleted films  each  when  the 
blocks-of-five  selling  system  is 
launched  next  summer. 

Studios,  geared  to  turn  out  the  max- imum number  of  pictures  projected 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  in  most 
cases  will  do  so.  However,  the  min- 

imum number  sold  will  be  delivered 
this  season,  and  the  additional  pic- 

tures will  be  held  in  reserve  as  a 
foundation  for  the  initial  block  offer- 

ings for  next  season. 
Additional  product  for  the  start  of 

the  new  selling  system  will  be  com- 
pleted during  the  three  months  pre- 
ceding the  opening  of  the  new  season, 

as  is  always  the  case,  thus  providing 
each  of  the  five  consenting  companies 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

W.B.  Revenue  Up 

50%,  Meeting  Told 
Wilmington,  Dec.  9.  —  Warner 

Bros.'  revenue  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  new  fiscal  year  ending  Nov. 
30  was  50  per  cent  higher  than  during 
the  same  period  in  1939,  Edwin  D. 
Steel,  Wilmington  attorney  who  pre- 

sided   at    the    Warner  stockholders' (Continued  on  page  8) 

High  Court; 

20,000  Titles 

Hard  on  the  heels  of  the  announce- 
ment of  the  acquisition  of  the  15,000 

titles  of  the  E.  B.  Marks  Music  Corp. 
catalogue  over  the  weekend,  BMI  yes- 

terday announced  acquisition  of  per- 
forming rights  to  5,000  additional  hill- 

billy, race  and  novelty  selections  of  the 
Southern  Music  Co.  Latin-Ameri- 

can songs  acquired  from  Southern  had 
been  revealed  weeks  ago  but  yester- 

day's songs  are  native  product. 
The  five-year  license  of  the  Marks 

catalogue  to  BMI  had  been  rumored 
for  some  time.  Only  6,000  titles  of 
the  15,000  have  been  cleared  thus  far 
and  already  there  is  some  question  as 
to  the  rights  of  broadcasters  to  per- 

form the  music  if  either  the  score  or 
lyrics  had  been  written  by  Ascap 
members. 

"All  the  works  in  the  Marks  cata- 
logue written  by  any  writer  members 

of  Ascap  are  controlled  by  Ascap  and 
no  radio  station  may  use  them  unless 
they  have  a  license  from  Ascap,"  John (Continued  on  page  9) 

Coast  Arbitration 

Units  Set  This  Week 
J.  Noble  Braden,  executive 

secretary  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association,  in 
charge  of  the  31  local  boards 
being  set  up  for  the  industry, 
will  have  completed  organiza- 

tion of  the  Far  Western 
boards  by  the  end  of  the  week 
and  will  return  to  New  York 
on  Saturday.  Braden  will 
leave  Dec.  17  to  set  up  boards 
in  the  Midwest,  and  after 
Christmas  will  visit  the  South 
to  establish  the  boards  there. 
All  are  scheduled  to  be  ready 
for  hearings  by  Feb.  1. 
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Two  New  English 
Theatres  Opened 

London,  Dec.  9. — Despite  al- 
most constant  raids  by  Nazi 

bombing  planes,  theatre 
building  in  England  has  not 
been  halted.  Two  new  the- 

atres have  been  opened  with- 
in the  past  few  weeks,  one  at 

Cotonend  Warwick  and  the 
other  at  Grays  in  Essex. 

200  at  Dinner  to 

Dunbar  and  Moore 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  9. — About  200  ex- 
hibitors and  exchange  men  attended  a 

testimonial  dinner  here  tonight  at  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  for  Robert  H. 
Dunbar,  Warner  office  manager  and 
city  salesman,  who  has  been  promoted 
to  manager  in  Cincinnati,  and  -  for 
Dinty  Moore,  salesman  who  succeeds 
Dunbar. 
Burtus  Bishop,  Jr.,  recently  ap- 

pointed Kansas  City  district  manager 
for  M-G-M,  was  toastmaster.  Among 
the  speakers  were  Harry  Kalmine, 
Warner  Theatres  zone  manager ; 
John  H.  Harris,  Senator  Frank  Har- 

ris and  Edward  T.  Beedle  of  Pitts- 
burgh ;  Roy  Haines,  Warners  division 

manager,  and  District  Managers  Rob- 
ert Smeltzer  and  Charles  Rich.  Dun- 

bar and  Moore  were  presented 
watches. 

On  'Fantasia'  Tour 
Richard  Condon,  publicity  director 

for  Walt  Disney  Productions,  and 
Frank  Braden,  have  left  on  a  nation- 

wide tour  to  prepare  for  the  opening 
of  "Fantasia"  in  all  cities  after  the 
first  of  the  year.  They  will  be  gone 
three  months. 

MAINLINERS* 

to 

LOS  ANGELES 

NO  CHANGE 

OF  SLEEPERS 

The  Continental  Lv.  5:10  pm 
The  Overland  Flyer  Lv.  11:30  pm 

Luxurious  thru  coast-to- 
coast  Mainliners  —  at 

United' s  high,  smoother 
flight  levels. 

Travel  agents,  hotels,  or 

UNITED 

AIR LINES 
CLP 

67  Wall  St.  or  58  E.  42nd  St. 
MU-2-7300 

Personal  Mention 

EDWARD  SCHNITZER,  Warners Eastern  district  manager,  left  Le- 
Roy  Sanitarium  Saturday  after  a 
week's  illness.  He  is  expected  to  be 
back  in  his  office  this  week. 

• 

Sam  Galanty,  Mideast  division 
manager  for  Columbia,  is  spending  a 
few  days  in  Washington,  and  plans 
to  visit  the  Cincinnati  branch  later 
this  week. 

• 

Robert  Mochrie,  Eastern  division 
manager  for  RKO,  left  yesterday  by 
train  on  a  visit  to  the  Cleveland  ex- 
change. 

• 

William  Goldman,  operator  of  a 
Philadelphia  circuit,  has  left  for  Ber- 

muda to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays. 
• 

Charles  Goldreyer,  operator  of  the 
Ritz,  Bronx,  has  left  for  Miami. 

• 
Pauline  Kelen  of  the  Walter 

Reade  home  office  returned  yesterday 
from  a  Miami  vacation. 

• 
Mrs.  Homer  Comer,  wife  of  the 

manger  of  the  Warner  Capitol,  Phila- 
delphia became  the  mother  of  a  daugh- 

ter last  week. 
• 

Charles  Bergman,  assistant  man- 
ager of  Warners'  Virginia,  Atlantic 

City,  has  left  on  a  six-week  trip  to the  Coast. 
• 

H.  Ivor  Daum,  manager  of  the 
Strand,  Allentown,  Pa.,  has  returned 
to  his  post  after  being  out  for  a  month 
due  to  an  operation. 

• 
Joseph  Walsh  of  the  Colonial 

Theatre,  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  at  home, 
nursing  an  infected  tooth. 

• 
F.  E.  Judd,  Des  Moines  manager 

for  Monogram,  is  confined  to  his  home 
with  the  flu. 

FDWARD  PESKAY,  Eastern  rep- 
^resentative  for'  Hal  Roach,  is  ex- 

pected today  after  a  trip  to  Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit  and  St.  Louis. 

• 
Ted  Shaw,  assistant  to  William  C. 

Gehring,  20th  Century-Fox  Central 
division  manager,  is  on  a  trip  to  De- troit and  Toronto. 

• 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Oscar  A. 

Doob,  Ed  Saunders,  Sidney  Phil- 
lips, Marcus  Heiman,  Arthur  Hop- 

kins, Tom  Connors,  George  Skour- 
as,  Eddie  Cantor  and  Owen  Davis 

having  lunch  yesterday  at  Nick's Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. 
• 

William  Sussman,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Joseph  Lee,  Sam  Shain. 
John  D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  William  Mel- 
niker,  Guy  Bolton,  Frank  Phelps, 
Clayton  Bond,  Morrts  Helprin, 
Mort  Spring,  Dave  Blum  and  Al 
Lewis  at  Sardi's  yesterday  for  lunch. 

• 
Ralph  Poucher,  Alan  Freedman, 

Douglas  Rothacker,  Paul  Lazarus, 
Emanuel  Silverstone,  Norton  Rit- 
chey  and  Maurice  Bergman  lunching 
at  the  Tavern  yesterday. 

• 
Jack  Cohn,  Nate  Spingold,  Ar- 

thur Gottlteb,  Irving  Berlin  and 
Joseph  Pincus  having  lunch  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yesterday. 

• 
Max  Weisfeldt,  Rube  Jackter, 

Irving  Shapiro  and  Sam  Tulpin  at 
Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 
John  Latimer,  manager  of  the 

Waverly.  Drexel  Hill,  Pa.,  is  the 
father  of  a  daughter,  born  last  week 
to  Mrs.  Latimer  at  Hahnemann  Hos- 

pital, Philadelphia. 
• 

Milton  Young  of  the  publicity  de- 
partment of  Warner  Theatres,  -  Phila- 

delphia, is  home  ill  with  the  grippe. 

Fay  Loses  $4,000  in 

Providence  Holdup 

Providence,  Dec.  9. — -Two  armed 
holdup  men  forced  Manager  Albert  J. 
Clarke  of  the  Majestic  and  an  usher, 
John  Sergey,  into  Clarke's  car  at  the 
height  of  the  noon  rush  in  the  down- 

town section  today,  forced  Clarke  to 
drive  several  blocks,  and  escaped  with 
$4,000,  the  weekend  receipts  of  the 
Majestic  and  Fay's  Theatres. 
Both  houses  are  operated  by  Ed- 

ward M.  Fay.  The  Carlton,  Fay's other  house  here,  had  made  its  bank 
deposit  earlier  in  the  morning. 

Officials  said  the  loss  was  insured. 

Expect  Aid  of  S.A.  G. 

For  Publicist  Guild 

Support  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
is  expected  to  be  pledged  by  Ralph 
Morgan,  S.A.G.  president,  when  he 
speaks  before  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  here  Thursday,  SPG  officials 
said  yesterday.  Petitions  for  recogni- 

tion of  the  S.P.G.  by  the  major  com- 
panies are  now  pending  with  the  Na- 

tion Labor  Relations  Board. 
Nominations  of  officers  for  the  com- 

ing year  will  also  be  made  at  Thurs- 
day's meeting. 

Irving  Mintz,  Para. 

Projectionist,  Dies 
Irving  Mintz,  48,  a  Paramount  home 

office  projectionist  for  the  past  14 
vears,  died  on  Saturday  at  Beth  David 
Hospital,  New  York,  following  a  brief 
'llness.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Sunday  at  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel, 
with  burial  at  Montefiore  Cemetery, 
Springfield,  L.  I.  His  wife,  Anna, 
seven  brothers  and  two  sisters  survive. 

Bernhard  Attends 

Cleveland  Meeting 
Cleveland,  Dec.  9.— Joseph  Bern- 

hard,  general  manager  of  Warner 
Theatres,  was  here  today  for  a  meet- 

ing of  managers  of  the  circuit  in  the 
Ohio  zone.  Nat  Wolf,  zone  manager 
in  the  territory,  presided.  General  op- 

erations, forthcoming  product  and 
other  matters  were  taken  up. 

Bonus  by  Ohio  Circuit 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  Dec.  9. — Em- 

ployes of  the  Northio  Paramount, 
Palace  and  Rialto  here  whose  remun- 

eration has  been  $25  per  week  or  more 
during  the  year  will  receive  a  $25 
bonus.  Those  who  have  been  paid 
less  will  receive  one  week's  salary, 
according  to  Tracy  Barham,  general manager. 

Hays  Lauds  Coast 

Support  of  Charity 

Will  H.  Hays,  M.P.P.D.A.  presi- 
dent, paid  tribute  to  Hollywood's charitable  activities  and  accomplish- 
ments in  recent  weeks,  following  his 

return  to  New  York  yesterday  from 
a  three-week  visit  on  the  Coast. 
"The  industry's  organization  for 

charity  -  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
developments  in  recent  years  in  Holly- 

wood," Hays  said. 
He  related  that  17,911  studio  work- ers contributed  a  total  of  $465,708  to 

the  recent  Los  Angeles  Community 
Chest  drive,  exceeding  its  quota,  lead- 

ing all  other  Los  Angeles  industries 
in  contributions  and  accounting  for 
17  per  cent  of  the  total  community 
chest  fund.  The  drive  in  the  industry 
was  directed  by  Louis  B.  Mayer. 
Hays  also  cited  the  recent  industry 

drive  for  American  Red  Cross  and 
Allied  Relief,  under  the  direction  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  in  which  $440,000 
was  raised,  and  the  continuing  work 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund, 
to  which  every  Hollywood  employe  is 
pledged  to  donate  one-half  of  one  per cent  of  salary  annually. 
"None  of  this  includes  the;  many 

very  large  gifts  by  industry  individ- 
uals, not  incident  to  any  of  the  gen- 

eral drives,"  Hays  pointed  out. 

Last  20th- Fox  Drive 

Meeting  Held  Here 
Three  series  of  Kent  Sales  Drive 

meetings  in  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
changes were  concluded  yesterday 

with  a  session  at  the  company's  New York  branch.  The  18-week  drive  ends 
this  week.  Winners  will  be  announced 
in  January. 

Attending  yesterday's  meeting  were Herman  Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution;  M.  A.  Levy,  drive  lead- 

er ;  Harry  Buxbaum,  branch  mana- 
ger ;  Joseph  J.  Lee,  sales  manager  at the  exchange ;  Moe  Sanders,  office 

manager ;  William  Sussman,  Eastern 
sales  manager ;  William  Clark,  short 
subject  sales  manager;  Roger  Ferri, 
editor  of  the  company's  house  organ, 
Dynamo,  Jack  Sichelman,  Joseph 
Bloom,  Clarence  A.  Hill,  E.  H.  Col- 

lins,  Martin   Moskowitz  and  others. 
Levy,  who  is  branch  manager  in 

Minneapolis,  will  return  to  his  post 
late  this  week. 
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is  the  only 

thing  that  could 

excitingly  unite 

we 



Columbia  gives  you  Rosalind  Russell  and 

Melvyn  Douglas... thrillingly  together  for 

the  first  time. .  .at  the  very  height  of  their 

popularity. ..  in  a  high-spirited  comedy 

show.. .a  miracle  of  marital  highjinks! 

ROSALIND MELVYN 

RUSSELL- DOUGLAS 

BINNIE  BARNES  •  ALLYN  JOSLYN  •  GLORIA  DICKSON  /    LEE  J.  COBB  •  GLORIA  HOLDEN 
Based  upon  the  play  by  Edwin  Burke,  as  produced  by  Patterson  McNutt  •  Screen   /Play  by  George  Seaton,  Ken  Englund,  P.J.  Wolfson 

Directed  by  ALEXANDER  HALL  '  Produced  by  William  Perlberg    A  COLUMBIA  PICTURE 
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Totalitarian 

Rule  Governs 

French  Films 

A  license  from  the  Ministry  of  In- 
tormation  will  be  required  by  any  or- 

ganization undertaking  activity  in  any 
branch  of  the  film  industry  in  France, 
it  is  reported  to  the  New  York  Times 
from  Vichy,  seat  of  the  French 
Government  in  unoccupied  France. 
Such  licenses  may  be  revoked  or 

may  be  limited  to  a  specified  period. 
All  the  principal  officials  of  any  film 
company  must  have  identification 
cards  issued  by  the  film  organization 
committee,  which  operates  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  Vice-Premiere 
Pierre  Laval. 
Theatres  in  the  future  will  be 

obliged  to  base  their  profits  on  a 
supervised  report  of  receipts.  They 
will  pay  specified  dues  to  the  film 
organization  and  Government  taxes, 
also  based  on  receipts.  It  is  ordered 
that  no  program  shall  exceed  3,800 
meters  (12,500  feet)  of  film,  not  in- 

cluding newsreels,  and  no  program 
shall  include  more  than  one  film  of 
more  than  1,300  meters  (4,000  feet). 
Violations  may  be  punished  by  seizure 
of  the  films  and  closing  of  the  theatre 
from  one  week  to  one  year. 
Meanwhile,  Erpi  reports  on  the 

basis  of  information  from  Fred  Hotch- 
kiss,  manager  in  Marseilles,  and  H. 
L.  Pemberton,  Paris  manager,  that 
theatres  throughout  France  are  rap- 

idly returning  to  normal  operating 
conditions.  However,  Hotchkiss  re- 

ports difficulty  in  traveling,  since  the 
Vichy  Government  requires  special 
permits  for  rail  journeys. 

Vivien  Leigh  to  Be  at 

'Wind'  Anniversary 
Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Olivier  and 

Alfred  Hitchcock  will  attend  the  an- 
niversary premiere  of  "Gone  With  the 

Wind,"  Thursday  night  at  Loew's Grand,  Atlanta,  exactly  one  year  after 
the  world  premiere  of  the  film  at  that 
theatre.  William  R.  Ferguson,  M-G- 
M  exploitation  manager,  leaves  by 
plane  today  for  Atlanta  to  supervise 
the  opening. 

Festivities  will  be  highlighted  by  the 
selection  of  the  winner  of  the  "Miss 
(GWTW)  Anniversary"  contest  which 
is  being  conducted  by  the  Atlanta 
Constitution.  A  camera  crew  and  a 
test  director  are  now  interviewing  ap- 

plicants. Clark  Howell,  publisher  of 
the  newspaper,  will  be  master  of  cere- 

monies. The  premiere  will  be  spon- 
sored by  the  Atlanta  Committee  of  the 

British  War  Relief  Fund. 

M-G-M  Buys  'Big  Time' 
Hollywood,  Dec.  9. — M-G-M  today 

purchased  "The  Big  Time,"  story  of 
vaudeville  by  Howard  Emmett  Rog- 

ers. It  will  feature  Eleanor  Powell, 
Judy  Garland,  George  Murphy,  Wal- 

ter Pidgeon  and  Frank  Morgan. 
Arthur  Freed  will  produce. 

'Navy  Blues'  to  W.B. 
Hollywood,  Dec.  9. — Warners  have 

purchased  "Navy  Blues,"  a  service story  by  Arthur  Horman.  It  will  be 
produced  by  Hal  B.  Wallis  with  Mark 
Hellinger  as  assistant.  Sam  Perrin 
w  ill  clo  the- screenplay. 

Last  Minute  Coast  Flashes 

Hollyzvood,  Dec.  9 
HP  HE  dispute  between  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  board  of  directors  and 

the  Class  B  Council,  abolished  nominal  governing  group  for  extras, 
was  still  on  today  as  petitions  charging  irregularities  in  the  recent 
referendum  on  the  council's  abolition  were  reportedly  being  circulated 
among  extras.  Their  leaders  say  they  have  about  1,500  signatures  of 
extras  affirming  that  they  voted  for  continuance  of  the  Class  B  Council, 

despite  the  fact  that  an  auditor's  report  declared  only  507  voted  for  it. 
Extra  leaders  are  also  irked  because  of  Guild  board's  refusal  to  allow 
Council  checkers  or  observers  to  witness  the  ballot  counting  and  because 
the  Council  was  given  no  voice  in  the  wording  of  the  ballot  question, 
and  other  matters. 

Showdown  between  the  I.A.T.S.E.  and  the  American  Society  of 

Cinematographers  over  cameramen's  jurisdiction  may  come  Wednesday, 
the  starting  date  for  James  Roosevelt's  "Pot  o'  Gold,"  for  which  Hal 
Mohr,  suspended  by  the  A.S.C.  for  alleged  non  payment  of  dues,  is 
set  as  the  cinematographer.  Under  the  producers-A.S.C.  agreement,  the 
first  cameramen  at  studios  must  be  A.S.C.  members.  Mohr  is  a 

former  officer  of  I.A.T.S.E.  Photographers'  Local  650. 

R.  B.  Lord,  laboratory  superintendent  at  Erpi's  Hollywood  plant,  is 
the  first  of  Army  reserve  officers  among  technical  engineers  here  to  be 

called  for  a  year's  active  service.  He  will  report  tomorrow  to  San  Luis 
Obispo  for  duties  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Signal  Corps. 

Republic  Will  Have  First 

Feature  on  Conscription 

Hollywood,  Dec.  9 
REPUBLIC  appears  to  be  the  first  studio  to  produce  a  film  based  on  na- 

tional conscription.  It  is  "Rookies'  Roost,"  a  comedy  by  F.  McGrew 
Willis,  which  Albert  J.  Cohen  will  produce.  The  studio  has  had  the  property 
for 'some  time  and  had  writers  working  on  it,  but  only  over  the  weekend  did 
Herbert  J.  Yates  and  M.  J.  Siegel  decide  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  such  a  topic. 

Douglas  Kennedy,  Peter  Ashley, 
George  Campeau,  Herbert  Anderson 
and  Tom  Neal  play  the  leads  in 
Warners'  "Wings  of  Steel,"  two-reel 
color  preparedness  short  which  B. 
Reeves  Eason  will  direct.  .  .  .  Red 
Skelton's  first  role  at  M-G-M  under 
his  term  contract  will  be  the  comedy 
lead  in  "Lady  Be  Good,"  which  will 
star  Ann  Sothern,  Eleanor  Powell 
and  Tony  Martin.  .  .  .  Frank  M. 
Thomas  has  been  set  for  "Peaceful 
Valley,"  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry 
film  at  Republic.  .  .  .  "The  Monster 
and  the  Girl"  is  the  final  title  for 
Paramount's  "D.  O.  A."  .  .  .  War- 

ners has  changed  the  title  of  "Bar 
Horizon"  to  "Her  Great  Lie."  It  is 
a  Bette  Davis-George  Brent  vehicle. •  • 

Jackie  Moran  and  his  band  of 
15  start  a  personal  appearance 
tour  at  Santa  Barbara  Dec.  13. 

.  .  .  The  next  "Range  Busters" 
picture  George  Weeks  will  pro- 

duce for  Monogram  is  "Gun 
Smoke  Valley,"  from  an  Oliver 
Drake  original.  .  .  .  M-G-M  has 
purchased  "The  Uniform,"  orig- inal by  Hans  Kafka,  for  a  Hunt 
Stromberg  production.  It  deals 
with  a  British  Army  officer  dis- 

charged from  the  service,  and 
the  locale  is  Burma  and  Hong- kong. 

•  • 

Edward  G.  Robinson  will  broadcast 
his  "Big  Town"  show  from  New  York 
for  several  weeks  in  January.  He 
leaves  for  the  East  upon  completion 
of  the  Warner  film,  "The  Sea  Wolf" 
.  .  .  Milton  Weiss  of  M-G-M's  New 
York  publicity  department  is  here  on 

his  annual  visit.  . 
Garson  Kanin 

produce 

Harry," 

RKO. 

.  Robert  Sisk  and 
will,  respectively, 

and  direct  "Tom,  Dick  and 
Ginger    Rogers'    next  at 

M-G-M  will  re-release  "Peace  on 
Earth,"  one-reel  color  cartoon,  be- 

cause of  numerous  requests  for  re- 
bookings at  holiday  time.  .  .  .  Donald 

Woods,  Robert  Armstrong  and 
Kathryn  Adams  head  the  cast  of 
Universal's  "Sky  Raiders,"  a  serial. 
.  .  .  M-G-M  has  given  Ruth  Hussey 
a  contract  extension.  .  .  .  Gene  Lock- 
hart  has  been  cast  as  a  villain  in 
"Billy  the  Kid,"  at  M-G-M.  Robert 
Taylor  plays  the  title  role.  .  .  .  Roy 
Rogers  will  support  Weaver  Bros. 
and  Elviry  in  Republic's  "Arkansaw "Fools  Rush  In"  is  tb M-G-M's  "Four  Cents 

.  Cobina  Wright,  Jr. 
feminine  lead  of  20th 
"The  Cowboy  and  the 
.  M-G-M  has  signed 
to  work  on  the  script 

Judge."  .  .  . new  title  for 

a  Word."  .  . will  get  the 

Century-Fox' Blonde."  .  . 
Ogden  Nash 
of  "Female  of  the  Species,"  original 
by  Edmund  Hartman. •  • 

Charles  Quigley  and  AIarjorie 
Reynolds  have  been  set  as  the  leads 
for  "Secret  Evidence,"  to  be  produced 
by  E.  B.  Derr  for  Producers  Re- 

leasing Corp.  The  story  is  by  Ed- 
ward Bennett,  and  the  script  by 

Brenda  Kline.  .  .  .  Republic  has 
signed  Vincent  and  Loretta  Lee. 
Boston  radio  team,  for  "Ridin'  on  a 
Rain-Bow,"  Gene  Autry  vehicle.  .  .  . 
M-G-M  has  purchased  "Gilded  Lady," 
original  by  Robert  Andrews  and 
Barry  Trivers,  for  Joan  Crawford. 

Studio  Pace 

Shows  Gain; 

43  Shooting 

Hollywood,  Dec.  9.  —  Forty-three 
pictures  were  in  work  this  week,  as 
three  finished  and  nine  started,  a  gain 

of  six  over  the  previous  week.  Four- teen are  being  prepared,  and  65  are 
being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studio  : 
Columbia 

In  Work  :  "Penny  Serenade,"  "Blon- 
die  Goes  Latin,"  "The  Devil  Com- 

mands." 

Started :  "Return  of  Boston  Blackie." Lesser-Lubitsch 

In  Work:  "That  Uncertain  Feeling." M-G-M 

In  Work:  "The  Ziegfeld  Girl," 
"Men  of  Boys  Town,"  "The  Bad 
Man,"  "Fools  Rush  In." 

Monogram 

Work :  "You're  Out  of  Luck." Producers  Releasing 

Finished :   "Billy  the  Kid's  Range 

War." 

'  Started :   "Secret  Evidence,"  "The 
Lone  Rider  Galloping  to  Victory." Paramount 

In  W ork :  "I  Wanted  Wings,"  "The 
Lady  Eve,"  "The  Road  to  Zanzibar," 
"New  York  Town,"   "Border  Vigi- 

lantes," "Las  Vegas  Nights." 
Started :  "It  Happened  to  Me." RKO 

In  14  'ork  :  "They  Met  in  Argentina," 
"Prodigy." 

Started :   "Scattergood  Baines." 
Republic 

In  Work :  "Ridin'  on  a  Rainbow." 
Started :  "Arkansaw  Judge." Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." 20th  Century-Fox 
Finished:  "Western  Union." I]7  ork :  "Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 

some," "Murder  Among  Friends," 
"The  Road  to  Rio,"  "Sleepers  West," 
"Tobacco  Road,"  "Uncensored,"  "The 

Outlaw." 

Universal 

In  Work :  "Back  Street,"  "Nice 

Girl." 

Started:  "The  Mysterious  Dr.  R," 
"Six  Lessons  from  Madame  La 

Zonga." 

Warners 
Finished :  "Footsteps  in  the  Dark." 
In  Work :  "Strawberry  Blonde," 

"Her  Great  Lie,"  "The  Sea  Wolf," 
"Knockout,"  "Stuff  of  Heroes,"  "Here 

Comes  Happiness." Started:  "She  Stayed  Kissed." 

Seven  New  Films  Are 

Approved  by  Legion 
The  National  Legion  of  Decency  for 

the  current  week  approved  all  the 
seven  new  pictures  reviewed  and 
classified,  six  for  general  patronage 
and  one  for  adults.  The  new  pictures 
and  their  classification  follow : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage — "Arizona,"  "Black- 
out," "Kit  Carson,"  "Little  Men," 

"Second  Chorus,"  "Son  of  Monte 
Cristo."  Class  A-2,  Unobjectionable 
for  Adults — "Four  Mothers." 

Frawley  Flu  Victim 
Hollywood,  Dec.  9.  —  William 

Frawley,  55,  film  player,  succumbed 
to  influenza  here  today.  He  started 
his  screen  career  in  1929. 
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Feature  Reviews 

"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes" 
( Universal) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  9. — Universal's  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  is  a 
travesty  on  western  films,  but  at  the  same  time,  it  combines  in  a  rare 
degree  the  comedy  and  action  that  western  fans  admire  and  the  situa- 

tions and  the  dialogue  found  to  be  appreciated  by  others.  While 

"joshing"  western  films,  as  such,  the  story  of  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes" 
deals  with  an  investigator  from  Kansas  City  venturing  into  the  west 
before  the  turn  of  the  century  to  find  the  leader  of  a  gang  of  rustlers. 
He  falls  in  with  a  bunch  of  rough  and  ready  cowhands,  discovers  the 
criminal,  and  leads  his  friends  into  the  climax,  which  is  completed  with 
the  rustler's  death. 

Principal  characters  are  played  by  Franchot  Tone,  Warren  William, 
Broderick  Crawford,  Andy  Devine,  Mischa  Auer,  Porter  Hall.  Peggy 
Moran  supplies  the  minor  love  interest,  while  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Charles 
Trowbridge,  Paul  Fix,  Harry  Cording  and  Max  Wagner  complete  the cast. 

Allan  Dwan  in  his  direction  of  the  original  screenplay  by  Harold 
Shumate  let  humor  and  movement  have  their  sway,  each  complementing 
the  other. 

The  preview  audience  at  the  RKO  Hillstreet  Theatre,  a  first  run 
house  in  Los  Angles,  was  especially  enthusiastic  throughout  the film. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.    "G."*  Vance  King 

"If  8  in  the  Air" 
(Basil  Dean—B.S.B.  Prod.) 
George  Formby  is  said  to  be  the  ace  film  comedian  in  England,  both 

from  the  standpoint  of  ability  and  audience  popularity.  As  he  performs 
in  this  largely  slapstick,  entertaining  comedy  of  the  R.A.F.  in  England, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  why  that  is  so. 

Formby,  who  is  far  superior  to  his  support,  combines  a  most  un- 
handsome physiognomy  with  a  wholly  ingratiating  type  of  performance, 

an  ease  with  voice  and  ukelele  in  song  which  is  compelling,  and  a 
serio-comic  expression  which  makes  understandable  his  ranking  at 
the  top  of  the  comedy  list. 

Basil  Dean  produced  the  film  in  England,  with  Anthony  Kimmins 
as  director.  Since  it  concerns  the  mishaps  of  a  hapless  but  willing 
young  man  at  an  R.A.F.  war  base,  it  should  be  adaptable  to  timely 
selling.  The  film  has  Formby  going  through  a  routine  of  comedy 
tricks,  some  new,  some  very  old,  but  all  done  with  the  skill  of  a  fine 
comedian.  The  concluding  sequence  concerns  a  runaway  war  plane 
with  Formby  seated  terror-stricken  at  controls  about  which  he  knows nothing. 

Julien  Mitchell,  as  the  sergeant-major  with  whom  Formby  has  most 
of  his  trouble,  is  the  best  of  the  supporting  cast. 

Running  time,  74  minutes.  "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

No  Shortage 

Of  Films  Seen 

Under  Decree 
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with  a  backlog  of  10  or  more  com- 

pleted pictures  for  the  start  of  the 
new  system  of  selling. 
For  the  current  season,  M-G-M 

sold  a  minimum  of  44  pictures  ;  Para- 
mount, 44;  20th  Century-Fox,  48; 

Warners,  48,  and  RKO,  39.  All  five 
studios  are  geared  to  make  52  to  60 
features  per  season.  The  leeway, 
therefore,  between  the  minimum  de- 

liveries and  a  convenient  maximum 
can  supply  each  of  the  five  with  two 
to  six  completed  pictures  by  next 
Sept.  1,  when  the  new  selling  system 
becomes  operative.  In  addition,  each 
of  the  five  normally  has  four  to  10 
new  season  productions  completed  in 
advance  of  the  season's  start. 

Will  Have  at  Least  One  Block 
Thus  each  of  the  five  will  have  at 

least  one  block  to  offer  at  the  outset 
of  the  new  system  and  some  of  them 
may  have  two  or  three  blocks  to  offer. 

Sales  officials  believe  the  ideal  situ- 
ation with  which  to  begin  the  new 

method  would  be  with  15  completed 
pictures  on  hand  for  trade  showings 
and  selling  by  next  July  for  bookings 
after  Sept.  1.  Selling  will  require 
much  more  time  under  the  new  system 
than  it  has  heretofore,  so  sales  heads 
are  anxious  to  have  10  to  15  pictures 
ready  as  early  as  possible  this  summer 
in  order  to  give  the  field  forces  time 
to  venture  cautiously  into  the  new  and 
arduous  selling  system. 

6  to  12  Weeks'  Intervals  Seen 
Individual  companies  are  likely  to 

space  their  block  offerings  six  to  12 
weeks  apart,  depending  upon  the  num- 

ber of  pictures  offered  at  a  time,  some 
sales  executives  believe.  They  point 
out  that  if  only  one  block  is  offered 
at  a  time,  each  exchange  will  have 
eight  to  10  selling  jobs  during  the 
year,  whereas  if  several  blocks  are 
offered  at  a  time,  and  spaced  accord- 

ingly, the  task  would  be  reduced  to 
four  or  five  separate  sales  efforts. 

Observers  believe  that  blocks  are 
not  likely  to  be  offered  simultaneously 
by  two  or  more  companies,  although 
occasionally  that  may  happen.  Sales 
executives  frankly  concede  that  defin- 

ite procedure  has  not  been  mapped  out 
yet  and  that  even  basic  decisions  may 
not  be  made  until  the  annual  sales 
conventions  are  held  next  Spring. 

Urges  Fight  to  Bar 
Rise  in  Ticket  Tax 

Columbus,  Dec.  9. — P.  J.  Wood, 
secretary  of  the  I.T.O.  of  Ohio,  has 
asked  exhibitors  personally  to  contact 
their  Senators  and  Representatives 
prior  to  the  first  of  the  year  in  an 
effort  to  combat  the  possibility  of  an 
increase  in  the  Federal  admission  tax. 

Cleveland  city  officials  have  recom- 
mended state  legislation  to  permit 

municipalities  to  increase  local  taxes 
to  meet  relief  funds,  suggesting  ad- 

mission taxes  among  others.  The 
Ohio  Farm  Bureau  Federation  has 
also  passed  a  resolution  favoring  an 
increase  in  the  admission  impost.  The 
General  Assembly  convenes  Jan.  1. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Detroit  Managers 

Union  Seeks  Pact 

Detroit,  Dec.  9. — Negotiations  for 
a  contract  between  the  newly  or- 

ganized Theatre  Managers  and  As- sistants Union  and  United  Detroit 
Theatres  will  start  this  week,  accord- 

ing to  Clayton  Bordner,  counsel  for 
the  union. 
The  union,  which  has  been  in  pro- 

cess of  organization  during  the  past 
year,  will  seek  a  contract  for  approxi- 

mately 40  managers  of  the  circuit. 
After  this  is  obtained,  the  local  plans 
to  continue  its  camgaign  to  enlist 
other  local  circuits  and  eventually 
line  up  the  independents. 

Warners  Renovate  Two 

New  Haven,  Dec.  9. — Warners  will 
close  both  the  State,  South  Manches- 

ter and  the  Rialto,  South  Norwalk, 
Conn.,  from  Dec.  16  to  Dec.  24  to 
complete  renovation  jobs. 

Liuzzi  Reelected 

By  Phila.  Musicians 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  9. — Frank  P. 

Liuzzi  has  been  reelected  president  of 
the  local  musicians'  union,  winning 
over  Charles  McConnell,  music  con- 

tractor for  the  Warner  theatres  here, 
by  829  votes  to  646. 

Ralph  Kirsch,  mated  with  Liuzzi  for 
vice-president,  was  defeated  by  Romeo 
Cella,  on  McConnell's  ticket.  A.  Rex 
Riccardi  was  reelected  secretary,  win- 

ning over  Lew  Ingber.  Harry  Kam- 
merer,  also  on  McConnell's  ticket,  de- feated Vincent  Zurzulo  for  assistant 
secretary.  Joseph  Bossle  was  unop- 

posed for  treasurer  and  James  Perri 
defeated  George  Hartung  for  ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

June  Preisser  Here 

June  Preisser,  M-G-M  player,  ar- 
rived from  the  Coast  over  the  week- 

end for  a  brief  vacation. 

Weekend  Big; 

BVay  Houses 

Near  Capacity 
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secretary  of  the  League  of  New 
York  Theatres. 

After  a  slow  start  Thursday,  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad"  with  a  stage  show 
started  building  and  there  was  stand- 
.ng  room  only  at  the  Radio  City  Mu- 

sic Hall  during  most  of  the  weekend. 
The  first  four  days  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $58,000  and  the  film  will  be 
held  over  for  a  second  week,  with 
"'No,  No,  Nanette"  opening  Dec.  19 
and  "Philadelphia  Story"  on  Dec.  26. 

$250,000  Seen  for  'Police' 
The  fifth  weekend  of  "North  West 

Mounted  Police"  with  Red  Skelton, 
£<ay  Herbeck's  band,  Rosemary  Lane and  the  Inkspots  on  the  stage,  was 
good  for  an  estimated  $18,000  at  the 
Paramount.  The  fifth  week  which 
ends  tonight  should  bring  an  esti- 

mated $35,000,  or  just  a  few  hundred 
dollars  short  of  $250,000  for  the  five- 
week  run,  Tomorrow,  "Moon  over 
Burma"  will  open  with  Henny  Young- 
man  substituting  for  Skelton  on  the 
stage  but  the  remainder  of  the  stage 
show  will  hold  over. 
Another  big  holdover  draw  was 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  with  a  stage  show  at 
the  Roxy  which  grossed  an  estimated 
$25,800  for  the  first  four  days  of  the 
third  week.  "One  Night  in  the  Trop- 

ics" is  scheduled  to  open  there  Thurs- 
day, but  a  decision  to  hold  "Tin  Pan Alley"  for  a  fourth  week  may  be made  today. 

'Dictator'  $8,500  in  Eighth  Week 

Among  the  two-a-day  performances, 
'The  Great  Dictator"  should  end  its 
eighth  week  at  the  Astor  tonight  with 

an  estimated  $8,500  while  "Fantasia" should  end  its  fourth  week  at  the 
Broadway  tomorrow  with  an  esti- mated $27,500. 
The  addition  of  Humphrey  Bogart 

to  the  stage  show  Friday  at  the 
Strand  helped  boost  the  take  there 
and  the  first  three  days  of  the  third 
week  for  "The  Letter"  was  good  for 
an  estimated  $21,500.  Ozzie  Nelson's band  will  continue  on  the  stage  for  the 
full  four  weeks  of  the  run. 

"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  opened strong  at  the  Rialto  Friday  and  took 
an  estimated  $5,100  for  the  first  three 
days.  "Dark  Streets  of  Cairo"  drew an  estimated  $5,200  for  the  week  be- 

fore "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  opened. 
The  third  week  of  "Seven  Sinners" at  the  Rivoli  drew  an  estimated  $10,- 500  and  it  was  followed  Saturday  by 

"Little  Men."  At  the  Globe,  "Black- out" drew  an  estimated  $7,000  for  its first  week  and  it  was  held  over. 

In  Phila.  for  A.G.V.A. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  9. — Jack  W. 

Miller,  a  national  representative  of 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists, 
has  been  sent  here  to  take  over  the 

organization's  affairs,  with  the  union's ranks  split  here  with  the  revival  of  the 
independent  United  Entertainers  As- 

sociation by  Tom  Kelly,  recently 
ousted  as  executive  secretary  of  the 
local  chapter  in  favor  of  Lee  Travers. 
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Cheer  for  Shut-ins 
Des  Moines,  Dec.  9. — The 

sixth  annual  Christmas  party 
for  Des  Moines  shut-ins  spon- 

sored by  theatre  men  and  ex- 
changes of  Des  Moines  is  to 

be  held  on  Saturday  at  Tri- 
States  Paramount  Theatre. 
Approximately  1,600  invita- tions have  been  issued  to 
childrens'  homes,  homes  for 
the  aged,  crippled  children 
and  the  Polk  County  farm 
home.  Nate  Sandler,  local 
theatre  man;  Lou  Levy,  New 
Universal  manager,  and  G. 
Ralph  Branton  of  Tri-States 
are  active  in  promoting  the 
party. 

Draft  N.  Y.  Bill  to 

Legalize  Lottery 

Albany,  Dec.  9. — An  amendment  to 
the  New  York  State  constitution  to 
provide  for  legalization  of  state-oper- 

ated lotteries  was  drafted  here  over 
the  weekend  by  State  Senator  Phelps, 
New  York  Democrat,  Motion  Pic- 

ture Daily  has  learned. 
The  amendment  will  be  introduced 

when  the  legislature  convenes  in  Jan- 
uary, with  brighter  chances  of  passage 

due  to  the  high  revenue  received  by 
the  state  in  its  first  year  of  pari- 
mutuel  operations. 

As  drawn  by  Senator  Phelps,  the 
amendment  must  be  passed  by  two 
successive  legislatures  and  then  sub- 

mitted to  the  people,  as  was  the  pari- 
mutuel  bill.  In  contrast  to  former 
lottery  bills,  the  Phelps  proposal 
would  let  the  state  operate  the  lotter- 

ies with  the  money  going  into  the 
general  treasury  to  obviate  need  of 
further  taxation. 

Senator  Phelps,  the  only  radio  com- 
mentator in  the  state  legislature,  also 

drew  up  a  resolution  with  which  he 
will  seek  to  have  the  legislature  me- 
moralize  Congress  to  authorize  a  na- 

tional lottery.  During  the  1939  ses- 
sion, Senator  Phelps  forced  a  vote  in 

the  Senate  on  another  lottery  bill, 
which  was  defeated  32-13. 

Bill  Would  Legalize 

Pennsylvania  Games 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  9.  —  State 
Senator  John  J.  Haluska,  Democratic 
from  Cambria  County,  has  completed 
drafts  of  bills  for  a  state  "Townsend 
Plan"  that  would  legalize  gambling, 
including  games  in  motion  picture 
theatres.  The  Senator  said  the  meas- 

ure would  be  introduced  at  the  next 
session,  opening  Jan.  7,  and  would 
give  Pennsylvanians  60  or  over  an 
assured  income  of  $60  a  month,  fi- 

nanced by  legalizing  and  taxing  gamb- 
ling. 

Club  Names  Onie 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  9. — When  John  S. 

Allen,  local  M-G-M  salesman,  goes 
to  Washington  to  become  the  com- 

pany's branch  manager  there,  he  will be  succeeded  as  chief  barker  of  the 
Variety  Club  here  by  William  Onie, 
Monogram  manager,  who  now  is  first 
assistant  chief  barker.  William  Koe- 
gel  will  advance  from  second  to  first 
assistant,  and  a  new  second  assistant 
will  be  elected. 

Canada  May  Use  Screen, 

Radio  to  Promote  Travel 

W.B.  Revenue  Up 

50%,  Meeting  Told 

By  PAT  DONOVAN 
Montreal,  Dec.  9. — The  use  of  radio  and  films  in  publicizing  travel 

to  Canada  from  the  United  States  is  under  consideration  at  Ottawa  fol- 

lowing the  recent  conference  there  between  Federal  and  provincial  tour- 
ist officials  and  transportation  men. 

One  definite  scheme  is  a  radio  pro- 
gram which  would  be  carried  on  the 

national  network  of  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corp.  and  which  would  star 

some  big  film  name. 
Ned  Sparks  is  hinted  as  a  possible 

selection.  It  is  said  the  idea  origin- 
ated with  him  and  that  he  commu- 

nicated the  suggestion  to  Leo  Dolan, 
Chief  of  the  Canadian  Travel  Bureau. 
Born  in  St.  Thomas,  Ont,  Sparks 

would  fit  into  the  demand  for  "Cana- dian talent"  on  such  an  air  show. 
The  program,  if  it  materializes, 

probably  would  be  of  the  variety 
brand  and  would  be  piped  through  to 
an  American  network,  probably  Mu- 

tual. Into  the  entertainment  would 

be  worked  publicity  material  for  vari- 
ous holiday  centers  in  all  Canadian 

provinces. 
The  Government's  Advisory  Com- 

mittee on  Tourist  and  Travel  Indus- 
try, which  met  with  the  provincial 

men  at  Ottawa,  has  asked  Major 
Gladstone  Murray,  general  manager 
of  the  CBS  to  provide  recommenda- 

tions on  the  type  of  program,  the  cost, 
time  available  and  other  points. 
The  tourist  men  also  have  asked 

that  the  Canadian  Travel  Bureau  de- 
vote a  portion  of  its  appropriation  to 

the  production  of  at  least  one  good 
travel  film  in  color  with  sound. 

Writers  Approval  of 

Credits  Plan  Is  Seen 

Hollywood,  Dec.  9. — Screen  Writ- 
ers Guild  members  at  a  meeting 

Wednesday  night  are  expected  to  ap- 
prove a  compromise  plan  for  screen 

credits  adjudication  to  become  effec- 
tive at  the  expiration  of  the  present 

bargaining  agreement  with  the  pro- 
ducers in  April. 

Attorneys  for  the  producers  and  the 
Guild  have  been  conferring  on  the 
alternative  plan,  the  Guild  having 
warned  its  members  not  to  sign  con- 

tracts calling  for  the  producers  to  be 
the  sole  judge  of  credits  when  the 
present  agreement  expires. 
The  studios  have  been  asking  the 

writers  to  sign  contracts  with  a  codicil 
which  provides  that  producers  settle 
screen  credit  disputes  after  April  10, 
and  the  Guild  has  been  resisting. 

'Dulcy*  and  Garber 
Hit  $13,600  in  Omaha 
Omaha,  Dec.  9. — "Dulcy,"  at  the 

Orpheum  with  a  stage  show  headed 
by  Jan  Garber  and  his  orchestra, 
grossed  a  strong  $13,600.  "The  Letter" on  a  dual  at  the  Brandeis,  took  $5,400. 
The  weather  was  clear  and  cold. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4-5 : "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
BRANDEIS—  (1.200)   (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,400.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (35c-40c-55c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.    Gross:  $6,700.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
ORPHEUM  —  (3,000)  (40c-S5c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Jan  Garber  orchestra  and  Billy 
Gilbert.    Gross:    $13,600.    (Average,  $7,200) 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

annual  meeting  today,  told  the  share- holders. 

[Gross  income  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1939  was  $24,741,166 
after  eliminating  intercompany 
transactions.  Net  profit  was 
$642,129.] 
Four  directors  were  reelected  and 

one  new  one  elected  at  the  meeting 
which  was  held  at  the  Corporation 
Trust  Co.  offices.  Reelected  were : 
Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P.  Fried- 

man, Charles  S.  Guggenheimer  and 
Morris  Wolf.  Joseph  H.  Hazen  is 
the  new  director.  All  will  serve  for 
two  years. 

Milton  R.  Weinberger,  a  New  York 
stockholder,  questioned  the  board  on 
deferement  of  preferred  stock  divi- 

dends. Robert  W.  Perkins,  secretary 
and  general  counsel,  stated  the  defer- 

ment was  due  to  the  uncertain  for- 
eign market.  Weinberger  suggested 

retrenchment  in  salaries  and  fees  paid 
directors  and  officers,  pointing  out  the 
$1,100,000  paid  them  last  year  repre- sented a  large  portion  of  the  company 
revenue.  Harold  S.  Bareford,  assistant 
secretary,  stated  the  company  had  al- 

ways been  the  first  to  retrench  when 
necessary.  Steel  presided  in  the  ab- 

sence of  Hugh  M.  Morris. 
Officers  of  the  company  attending 

the  meeting  included :  Bareford,  Per- 
kins, T.  J.  Martin,  auditor;  Edward 

K.  Hessberg,  assistant  secretary,  and 
W.  Stewart  McDonald,  assistant treasurer. 

'Escape*  Strong  in 
Baltimore  at  $15,000 

Baltimore,  Dec.  9.  —  "Escape"  at 
Loew's  Century  led  grosses  with 
$15,000.  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  tallied  $9,500 in  the  second  week  at  the  New. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4 : 

days. "Escape"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY— (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)  7 

Gross:  $15,000.    (Average,  $10,000) 
"Rangers  of  Fortune"  (Para.) 
KEITH'S  (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)  (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  days, 2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $7,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY — (3,280)   (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
HIPPODROME  —  (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-66c)  7  days.  "Melody  Hit  Parade" featuring  Five  Songwriters,  stage  show. 
Gross:   $13,000.    (Average,  $14,000) 

Hold  Mrs.  Ennis  Rites 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  St. 

Edmund's  Church,  Brooklyn,  yester- 
day for  Mrs.  Emma  I.  Ellis,  79, 

mother  of  Bert  Ennis,  publicist  in  the 
industry  for  many  years.  She  died  on 
Saturday.  Burial  was  at  the  Holy 
Cross  Cemetery.  Two  other  sons, 
Leslie  and  Harry,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Richard  Tobin,  also  survive. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Sells  After  23  Years 

Akron,  Ind.,  Dec.  9.— Karl  B.  Gast 
has  sold  the  Madrid  here  to  Mark 
Gates  of  Indianapolis,  who  takes  pos- 
■ession  Jan.  1.  Gast,  Akron  postmas- 

ter, opened  the  Madrid  23  years  ago. 

Loew  Assistants  Shifted 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  9.  —  James 

Dixon,  who  has  been  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Century  in  Baltimore,  is 

iiere  as  assistant  manager  of  Loew's. He  succeeds  Joseph  P.  Holleran,  who 
goes  to  Kansas  City  as  assistant  man- 

ager of  Loew's  there. 
Frisco  Liberty  Reopened 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  9. — After 
being  closed  for  two  months,  the  Lib- 

erty Theatre  has  reopened  with  films 
and  stage  shows. 

Malco  Renews  with  Altec 
Malco  Theatres  of  Little  Rock  has 

renewed  its  Altec  service  contract  cov- 
ering 57  theatres  in  Arkansas,  Mis- 

sissippi, Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

Takes  Over  Kansas  House 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  9. — C.  E.  Mc- Kimson  has  taken  over  the  Princess 
Theatre  at  Scandia,  Kan.,  from  R.  E. 
Cooper,  and  has  reopened  it.  The 
house  has  been  redecorated. 

Plans  Indiana  House 

Lagrange,  Ind.,  Dec.  9.  —  Mrs. 
Florence  YYigton,  who  operates  the 
VVigton  here,  plans  to  begin  construc- 

tion of  a  new  400-seat  house  here  in 

J  anuary. 
Remodel  2  in  Philadelphia 

Phildelphia,  Dec.  9. — Two  more 
neighborhood  houses  have  arranged 
for  renovation  programs  after  the 
first  of  the  year,  Warners'  Plaza  and the  independent  Hill. 

Manages  Suburban  House 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  9.— Joseph  A. 

Murphy,  for  the  past  13  years  man- 
ager of  houses  for  Warners  in  the 

Philadelphia  area,  and  its  predecessor, 
the  Stanley  Co.,  has  been  appointed 

manager  of  Henry  Friedman's  Lans- downe,  in  suburban  Philadelphia. 

Plans  Pennsylvania  House 
Nuremburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  9. — P.  A. 

Maguzzi,  owner  of  a  circuit  of  the- atres in  Pennsylvania,  is  remodeling 
a  building  here  to  open  a  new  the- 

atre shortly.  He  also  is  remodeling 
his  theatre  at  Coplay,  Pa. 

Remodel  Missouri  House 

Kennett,  Mo.,  Dec.  9. — Approxi- 
mately $5,000  is  being  spent  on  the 

Ritz  Theatre  here  by  E.  B.  Vandiver 
and  Earl  Vandiver,  who  operate  the 
house.  The  Vandivers  are  installing 
a  new  floor,  redecorating  the  walls, 
putting  in  new  upholstered  seats,  and 
other  equipment. 

Open  Arkansas  Theatre 
Batesvtlle,  Ark.,  Dec.  9. — Com- monwealth Amusement  Corp.,  Kansas 

City,  has  opened  the  new  Melba  Thea- tre here.  The  house  cost  $50,000. 
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Commuter  Service 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  9 

A  COMPLETE  Eastbay  the- 
atre  guide,  listing  film 

houses  in  Oakland,  Alameda, 
Berkeley,  Albany,  and  El  Ccr- 
rito,  is  being  carried  by  The 
Chronicle  in  its  early  edi- 

tions for  the  convenience  of 
commuters  who  return  home 
via  bridge  and  ferries. 

General  Electric  to 

Move  Coast  Station 

Off  the  Antenna 

THE  first  contract  for  sponsorship  of  time  on  an  FM  station  was  signed 
yesterday  by  the  Longine-Wittenauer  Co.,  Euguene  S.  Thomas,  WOR 

sales  manager  disclosed.  The  contract,  which  will  become  effective  Jan.  1, 
when  all  FM  stations  are  permitted  to  go  on  a  commercial  basis,  calls  for 
night  time  signals  for  a  period  of  one  year  over  YY2XOR. 

In  accordance  with  requests  from  proponents  of  FM,  the  FCC  has  modified 
the  form  of  applications  for  FM  stations.  Although  the  information  requested- 
remains  substantially  the  same,  the  FCC  has  simplified  the  procedure.  The 
new  forms  should  be  ready  within  a  few  days,  it  was  said. 

•  •  • 
Purely  Personal:  Adela  Rogers  St.  John  is  adapting  three  of  her  current 

novels  for  radio.  .  .  .  Nick  and  Charles  Kenny  have  renezved  their  exclusive 
song  writing  contracts  with  "The  Big  Three"  music  publishing  group.  .  .  . 
Wythe  Williams,  Mutual  commentator,  will  discuss  the  European  situation 
before  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  convention  here  Friday. 
.  .  .  Betty  Jano  Tyler,  W-year  old  actress  zvill  be  heard  on  "We,  the  Abbotts" over  CBS  tomorrow  at  4:15  P.M.  .  .  .  Barry  Wood  has  started  making  his 
first  recordings  for  Victor.  .  .  .  Paul  Whiteman,  who  returned  from  a  Texas 
■vacation  last  week,  has  started  assembling  a  nezv  band.  He  plans  to  emphasise 
the  string  section.  .  .  .  Robert  Henderson,  formerly  zvith  CBS  in  Toronto,  has 
ioined  the  CKLW,  Windsor-Detroit,  engineering  staff. •  •  • 
For  the  second  time  during  the  war,  NBC  headquarters  in  London 

were  hit  by  German  bombs  Sunday.  Fred  Bates,  London  correspondent, 
suffered  slight  injuries  but  was  discharged  from  the  Middelsex  Hospital 
yesterday,  NBC  offices  here  were  advised. 

•  •  • 
KMOX,  St.  Louis,  has  arranged  a  tieup  with  Fanchon  &  Marco  theatres 

there  for  a  daily  search  for  amateur  talent.  The  amateurs  are  heard  daily 
over  KMOX  and  winners  are  rewarded  with  a  week's  engagement  at  the F.  &  M.  Fox. 

•  •  • 
Program  News:  NBC  disclosed  three  renewals  yesterday.  Standard 

Brands  has  reneived  the  Edgar  Berg  en-Charlie  McCarthy  show  and  "One  Man's 
Family"  for  52  weeks,  effective  Sunday  Jan.  5,  over  65  NBC-Red  srations; 
Sealtest,  Inc.,  has  renewed  the  Rudy  Vallee  show  for  52  weeks  effective 
Thursday,  Jan.  2  over  58  NBC-Red  stations,  and  the  Better  Speech  Institute 
of  America  has  renewed,  for  13  zveeks,  "Speak  Up  America"  over  49  NBC- 
Blue  stations  effective  Sunday,  Dec.  29.  .  .  .  "Your  Hit  Parade"  will  be  altered 
somewhat  next  month  when  the  CBS  show  includes  as  part  of  its  hour  enter- 

tainment from  Army  camps.  Jerry  Lest  or  will  act  as  master  of  ceremonies, 
and  Gloria  Vestoff,  Dean  Janis,  Galli-Galli  and  a  different  name  band  each 
zveek  will  make  up  the  cast.  Ted  Long  will  produce  the  Army  part  of  the' 
show.  ...  P.  Lorrillard  will  produce  an  audience  participation  show  on 
seven  CBS  Pacific  stations  beginning  Wednesday,  Jan.  8.  It  will  be  called 
either  "Talk  Your  Way  Out  of  This  One"  or  "Don't  Be  Personal."  .  .  . Camel  cigarettes  will  switch  to  Latin  American  music  Thursday,  Jan.  9,  ovor 
NBC-Red  when  Xavier  Cugat's  orchestra  will  take  over  the  spot  now  held 
by  Bob  Crosby.  .  .  .  Zeke  Manners  zvill  celebrate  his  10th  anniversary  on  the 
air  Friday  zvith  a  special  broadcast  over  WMCA  at  11  P.M. •  •  • 
WLWO,  the  Crosley  short  wave  outlet  in  Cincinnati,  is  seeking  persons 

having  friends  or  relatives  in  Latin  America  who  would  like  to  send 
greetings  on  Christmas  Day.  The  program  is  intended  as  a  goodwill 
gesture. •  •  • 

Because  of  the  volume  of  national  defense  orders,  NBC  yesterday 
announced  the  opening  of  a  fourth  office  of  the  radio  recording  division. 
E.  W.  Young,  who  formerly  handled  Washington  business  from  New  York, 
will  be  transferred  as  manager  of  the  new  office.  Headquarters  will  be  in  the 
Trans-Lux  Building. 

Washington,  Dec.  9. — -General 
Electric  Co.,  San  Francisco,  has  asked 
the  Federal  Communications  Com- 

mission to  approve  plans  to  move  Sta- 
tion KGEI  from  its  World's  Fair  lo- cation near  Treasure  Island  to  the 

yicinity  of  Belmont,  Cal. 
The  application  was  one  of  a  num- 

ber received  by  the  commission,  an- 
other being  the  request  of  the  West 

Allis  Broadcasting  Co.  for  a  construc- 
tion permit  for  a  new  1,450-kilocycle, 

250-watt  daytime  station  at  West 
Allis,  Wis. 

Pittsburgh  Radio  Supply  House, 
Pittsburgh,  submitted  an  application 
for  an  FM  station  to  operate  on  43,900 
kilocycles  to  cover  11,488  square  miles 
with  a  population  of  3,473,432,  and 
Stations  WMIN,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  re- 

quested a  change  of  frequency  from 
1.370  to  630  kilocycles,  increase  of 
power  from  250  to  5,000  watts  and 
authority  to  move  transmitter  from 
St.  Paul  to  Bloomington,  Minn. 
KNOW,  Austin,  Tex.,  asked  for  a 
change  of  frequency  from  1,500  to 
740  kilocycles,  increase  of  power 
from  250  to  10.000  watts  and  removal 
of  transmitter  from  Austin  to  Pfluger- 
ville,  Tex. 

Cor  win  of  CBS  to 

Do  Script  for  RKO 
Norman  Corwin,  CBS  director  and 

writer,  is  en  route  to  Hollywood  to 
complete  a  film  script  for  RKO.  This 
is  the  second  RKO  script  on  which 
he  has  recently  been  engaged.  He 
plans  to  be  back  here  late  this  month 
to  do  a  radio  show  and  then  will 
return  to  the  Coast  for  several  weeks. 
Before  leaving,  Corwin  completed  for 
CBS  an  album  of  six  recordings  of 
non-dramatic  readings  to  be  used  in 
schools  and  colleges  under  the  auspices 
of  the  National  Council  of  Teachers 
of  English. 

S.  F.  School  to  Build 

FM  Training  Station 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  9. — Expendi- 

ture of  $31,000  for  construction  of  an 
FM  station,  recently  authorized  by  the 
FCC,  has  been  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Education  here.  Operated 
by  the  Samuel  Gompers  Trade  School, 
the  station  will  be  used  to  train  radio 
operators,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps. 

Salesmen  Transferred 
Seattle,  Dec.  9. — Dwight  Spracher, 

salesman  for  the  local  Paramount  ex- 
change, is  being  advanced  to  a  selling- 

assignment  at  the  San  Francisco 
branch.  He  will  be  succeeded  here 
by  Glen  Haviland,  who  in  turn  will 
be  replaced  in  the  Eastern  Washing- 

ton area  by  Ward  Pennington,  form- 
erly of  San  Francisco, 

Seek  New  Complaint 

In  Brokerage  Suit 
Application  was  made  yesterday  in 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by  seven  ticket 
brokers  for  leave  to  amend  their  com- 

plaint which  attacked  the  legality  of 
the  New  York  law  limiting  ticket 
brokerage  fees  to  75  cents.  The  bro- 

kers seek  to  limit  the  complaint  to 
the  sole  issue  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law,  claiming  that  they  will 
request  a  final  decision  on  that  point 
from  the  Appellate  courts.  The  Ap- 

pellate Division  of  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  has  already  ruled  the  law  con- 
stitutional. 

Union  Election  Sunday 
New  Haven,  Dec.  9. — Local  74  of 

the  stage  employes  union  postponed  its 
annual  election  once  more  to  next 
Sunday.  Members  also  will  vote  on 
final  renewal  terms  of  contracts  with 
Loew's,  Tnc.  and  Shuberts. 

Sued  Over  Program 
The  Chilean  Nitrate  Educational 

Bureau,  Inc.,  yesterday  filed  suit  in 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  against  Grom- 
bach  Productions,  Inc.,  seeking  to  re- 

strain the  defendant  from  claiming 
ownership  to  a  radio  program  called 
"Uncle  Natchel."  The  plaintiff  claims 
to  have  a  contract  with  Trans-Amer- 

ican Broadcasting  for  airing  the  pro- 
gram over  18  stations. 

Sues  On  Program  Idea 
Suit  for  $13,000  damages  against 

Music  Corp.  of  America  was  filed 
yesterday  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
by  James  Lyons  for  compensation  al- legedly due  for  a  radio  program  idea. 
The  plaintiff  contends  the  defendant 
adapted  and  used  his  idea  for  a  mock 
trial  over  WABC  and  a  national 
hookup  between  April  10  and  July  3, 
1940. 

BMI  Adds  New 

List  of  20,000 

Song  Numbers 
(Continued  from  patje  1) 

G.  Paine,  Ascap  general  manager,  de- 
clared yesterday.  Under  their  contract 

with  Ascap,  writers  assign  the  small 
rights  in  past  as  well  as  future  com- 

positions. In  reply,  Julian  T.  Abeles,  Marks' attorney,  declared  that  70  per  cent 
of  the  catalogue  had  been  written  by 
non-Ascap  members  and  that  20  per 
cent  had  been  written  by  Ascap  mem- 

bers before  they  joined  the  society. 
Both  Abeles  and  BMI  officials  ex- 

pressed the  opinion  that  music  or 
lyrics  written  before  joining  Ascap 
belonged  to  the  publisher  and  could 
be  performed.  Included  among  these 
are  many  by  the  most  prominent  As- 

cap members,  including,  according  to 
Abeles,  several  by  Gene  Buck,  Ascap 

president. As  the  fight  between  the  broad- 
casters and  Ascap  neared  the  Jan.  1 

deadline,  10  additional  stations  joined 
BMI,  bringing  the  total  number  of 
affiliates  to  452,  a  substantial  majority 
of  the  nation's  800-odd  stations. 

Ascap  officials  referred  to  the  titles 
in  the  Marks  and  Southern  catalogues 
as  "mostly  foreign"  titles.  They 
pointed  out,  too,  that  Ascap  has  agree- 

ments with  many  Latin-American  and 
other  foreign  performing  rights  so- 

cieties and  that  BMI  could  not  use 
them  without  an  Ascap  license.  In 
response,  BMI  officials  said  that  sev- 

eral direct  agreements  with  foreign 
societies  had  been  made  and  that 
others  were  on  the  way. 

FCC  Not  Requested  to 
Mediate  Ascap-Nets  Fight 

Washington,  Dec.  9.— The  FCC 
today  advised  Frank  Hummert,  Chi- 

cago advertising  agency  executive, 
that  it  had  not  been  requested  to 
mediate  the  Ascap-networks  dispute 
by  either  side  and  suggested  that 
Hummert  make  his  proposals  for  me- 

diation direct  to  those  involved.  For 
more  than  a  month  Hummert  has 
been  seeking  to  have  the  FCC  take  a 
hand  in  the  situation. 

Neb.  Anti- Ascap  Law 

Goes  to  High  Court (Continued  from  page  1) 

fore  nullifying  the  entire  statute. 
The  case  was  brought  to  Wash- 

ington by  the  state  only  on  allegations 
that  the  lower  court  erred  in  overrul- 

ing the  motion  to  dismiss. 
The  Nebraska  suit  is  one  of  three 

pending  before  the  court  to  which 
Ascap  is  a  party,  cross-appeals  from 
a  decision  on  the  Florida  anti-Ascap 
law  having  been  filed  last  week  by  the 
state  and  the  society. 

Ask  Quiz  of  Buck 
Examination  of  Gene  Buck  as  presi- 

dent of  Ascap  before  the  framing  of 
a  complaint  was  asked  yesterday  in 
the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by  Maud 
Lambert  Ball.  The  plaintiff,  widow  of 
Ernest  R.  Ball,  a  song  writer,  seeks 
to  recover  royalties  on  276  songs 
which  Ball  had  written. 
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ADVERTISING,  and  More  ADVERTISING 

Read  this  clipping.  Its  meaning  is  plain  ...  potent . ..  TRUE! 

Competition  outside  your  business  15 

keen.,  .and  growing  keener.  Men  with 

ideas  and  money  to  spend  developing 

those  ideas  are  sitting  up  nights  trying 

to  charm  your  customers  away. 

You've  got  to  make  movie-going  a 

habit  again. 

This  calls  for  advertising  .  •  •  advertising 

and  more  advertising. 

Dress  up  your  theatre  .  .  .  brighten  up 

your  lobby ...  institutionalize.  Sell  your 

local  drawing  population  this  big  idea: 

THE  BEST  PLACE  TO  SPEND  AN  EVENING 

or  A  MATINEE  IS  YOUR  THEATRE ...  from 

an  entertainment  standpoint ...  from 

any  standpoint. 

And  there  is  no  better  place  to  get  that 

full-dress  advertising  you  need  than  the 

place  where  advertising  is  a  business 

.  •  .  an  art  ...  a  profession  ...  a  life- 

work  .  .  .  where  you  can  RENT  every- 

thing you  need  to  sell  your  pictures 

and  your  theatre  •  •  .Trailers  .  .  .  Lobby 

Displays  .  .  •  Standard  Accessories. 
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U.  S.  Court 

Will  Approve 

B.  &  K.  Peace 

Will  Clear  Balaban,  Fine 
Paramount  and  B.  &  K. 

Chicago,  Dec.  10.  —  Recom- 
mendations of  Special  Master  Ed- 

gar Eldredge  that  charges  of  viola- tion of  the  1932  Balaban  &  Katz 
consent  decree  be  dismissed  against 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  presi- 
dent, and  fines  aggregating  $10,000 

be  imposed  on  Paramount,  B.  &  K. 
and  subsidiaries,  will  be  followed 
by  the  Federal  District  court  here, 
it  was  indicated  today  by  Federal 
Judge  Charles  E.  Woodward,  who 
directed  that  an  order  be  prepared 
for  his  signing. 

Department  of  Justice  at- 
torneys and  counsel  for  the  de- 

fendants appeared  before  Judge 
Woodward  today  and  agreed  to 
the  dismissal  of  the  Govern- 

ment's action,  based  on  the 
charges  of  decree  violation,  in 
accordance  with  Special  Master 
Eldredge's  recommendations. 
Six  major  distributors  named  in 

the  Government's  original  action  were 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

O'Shea  Luncheon 

To  Be  Held  Dec.  19 

A  testimonial  luncheon  to  E.  K. 

O'Shea,  newly  appointed  Central  divi- 
sion manager  for  M-G-M,  and  John 

J.  Bowen,  who  succeeds  O'Shea  as 
Eastern  district  manager,  will  be  held 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  Dec.  19. 
The  committee  on  arrangements, 

headed  by  Harry  Brandt,  met  to  com- 
plete plans  at  the  Astor  yesterday. 

Tickets  are  $5  each,  and  are  obtain- 
able from  Joe  Lee  at  the  20th  Century- 

(Continucd  on  pane  6) 

George  Brown  Named 

Para.  Studio  Ad  Head 
Hollywood,  Dec.  10.  —  Paramount 

today  appointed  George  Brown  direc- 
tor of  studio  publicity,  replacing  Cliff 

Lewis,  effective  immediately.  Lewis 
had  worked  for  the  studio  18  years. 
Blake  McVeigh,  formerly  assistant 
publicity  director  at  the  Warner  stu- 

dio, will  be  Brown's  assistant  in 
charge  of  press  relations. 
Brown,  who  last  week  announced 

he  had  joined  the  Screen  Directors 
(Continued  on  pane  6) 

'Wings'  Off  Release; 
Para.  May  Roadshow 
"I  Wanted  Wings,"  Para- 

mount aviation  film  co- 
starring  Ray  Milland,  Wil- 

liams Holden,  Wayne  Mor- 
ris and  Brian  Donlevy,  has 

been  withdrawn  from  release, 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution,  said 
yesterday.  The  picture,  which 
was  scheduled  for  national  re- 

lease March  21,  1941,  may  be 
roadshown  or  pre-released  at 
advanced  admissions,  accord- 

ing to  report. 

Effects  of  Decree 

Will  Be  Discussed 

At  Exhibitor  Meets 

Effects  of  the  consent  decree  on 
theatre  operations  will  be  discussed  at 
a  series  of  exhibitor  conventions  dur- 

ing the  next  month. 
First  of  the  meetings  will  be  held 

Monday  at  Oklahoma  City  by  the 
Oklahoma  Theatre  Owners  Associa- 

tion, and  will  be  followed  on  Tuesday 
by  a  convention  of  the  Kansas-Mis- 

souri Theatre  Association,  at  Kansas 
City.  Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A. 
president,  is  scheduled  to  address  both 
meetings. 

On  Jan.  10,  the  United  Theatre 
Owners  of  Illinois,  downstate  inde- 

pendent organization,  will  meet  at 
Springfield,  and  on  Jan.  14  the  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  Eastern  Pennsyl- 

vania will  meet  at  Philadelphia. 
The  exhibitors  are  concerned  with 

the  local  operations  of  the  arbitration 
machinery  and  will  discuss  this  phase 
of  the  decree  as  well  as  the  new  sell- 

ing system. 

DECREE  MAY  END 

U.S.  ASCAP  ACTION 

Settlement  of  Six-Y ear-Old  Anti-Trust  Suit 

Is  Hinted  by  U.  S.  Department  of  Justice; 
Would  Aid  Settlement  With  Nets 

By  BERTRAM  F.  LINZ 

Washington,  Dec.  10. — Possibility  of  a  consent  decree  settlement 
of  the  Government's  six-year-old  anti-trust  suit  against  Ascap  in 
the  near  future  was  hinted  today  at  the  Department  of  Justice,  but 
officials  refused  to  disclose  the  extent  to  which  negotiations  have 
progressed  or  the  lines  upon  which  settlement  has  been  suggested. Such  a  conclusion  of  the  music 

case,  which  several  times  has  be- 
come dormant  and  been  revived 

later,  would  dispose  of  much  of  the 
controversy  between  Ascap  and 
radio  networks,  it  was  said,  since 
the  Government  suit  involves  issues 
similar  to  those  raised  by  the  radio 

industry  in  rejecting  Ascap's  pro- posed terms  for  the  coming  year. 

See  Music 

Talks  Futile 

Fred  Waring,  chairman  of  the 
Orchestra  Leaders  Committee,  told  a 
meeting  of  band  leaders  and  their 
managers  yesterday  that  continuation 
of  the  committee's  "efforts  to  bring 
the  Ascap  and  the  radio  broadcasters 
together  would  be  futile,  since  it  seems 
obvious  that  the  spokesman  for  the 
N.A.B.  has  definitely  determined  to 
prevent  such  a  meeting  taking  place." Neville  Miller,  president  of  the 

N.A.B. ,  replied  that  Waring  has  "mis- 
understood the  issues." 

Meanwhile,  moving  the  deadline  for- 
ward one  week,  NBC  yesterday  ad- 

vised all  sponsors  that  no  Ascap  music 
will  be  approved  for  commercial  pro- 

grams after  Dec.  23.  Other  networks 
still  adhere  to  the  Dec.  31  deadline. 
Although  other  networks  have  ordered 
all  Ascap  music  off  the  sustaining 
shows,  the  NBC  order  for  non- (Continued  on  page  8) 

Lift  Canadian  Barrier  to  Entry 

Of  Newsreel  Units  from  America 
Toronto,  Dec.  10. — Canadian  Customs  regulations  which  have  made 

it  practically  impossible  for  newsreel  units  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  the  Dominion  because  of  the  prohibitory  duty  against 
sound  trucks,  whether  for  temporary  use  on  Canadian  soil  or  not, 
have  been  waived,  it  is  understood  from  an  authoritative  source. 
The  change  in  policy  is  due  "to  the  war  and  also  to  the  establish- ment of  the  National  Film  Board  with  John  Grierson  as  Film 
Commissioner. 

For  years  the  full  duty  was  required  on  any  sound  truck  which 
entered  Canada  from  the  States  for  the  making  of  news  shots 
and  no  refund  was  granted  when  the  truck  returned  to  the  country 
of  origin.  The  result  was  that  the  trucks  kept  out  of  Canada.  The 
only  exception  was  in  the  case  of  the  Royal  Visit  last  year  when  the 
Canadian  Government  permitted  many  newsreel  crews  into  the 
country  to  make  pictures  of  the  King  and  Queen  across  the 
Dominion  under  a  pooling  arrangement. 

No  Comment  from  Ascap 

Ascap  officials  and  counsel  for 
the  society,  Schwartz  &  Frohlich, 
said  they  knew  nothing  about  any 
move  to  settle  the  Government  anti- 

trust suit  against  Ascap,  either  by  a 
consent  decree  or  any  other  means. 

"Under  the  circumstances,  there 
is  no  comment  we  can  make,"  said 
Herman  Finkelstein  of  Ascap  coun- sel. 

Report  Copyright 

Violations  Drop  2% 

A  two  per  cent  decline  in  copyright 
violations  by  exhibitors  during  1940 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year  is 
cited  by  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau  in  its  annual  report,  accord- 

ing to  Jack  H.  Levin,  director  of  the 
bureau. 
The  report  states  that  violations 

were  found  in  26  per  cent  of  the  thea- 
tres in  32  states  investigated  upon 

exhibitor  or  distributor  complaints, 
compared  with  28  per  cent  in  similar 
investigations  made  last  year. 
The  "holdover"  type  of  violation 

was  seven  times  less  numerous  than 
the  bicycling  type  in  investigations 
originated  on  complaints,  the  report 
stated,  but  was  six  times  greater  than 
bicycling  in  "blind"  or  routine  inves- tigations not  involving  complaints  to 
the  bureau. 

Investigations  of  stolen,  duped  and 
bootleg  prints  became  a  regular  de- 

(Continuetf  on  pane  6) 
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Grierson  Resigns 
Canada  Film  Post 

Toronto,  Dec.  10.  —  John 
Grierson  of  London  has  re- 

signed as  Dominion  Film 
Commissioner,  and  his  resig- 

nation has  been  accepted  by 
the  Government  effective  in 
February.  His  successor  will 
be  announced  in  January. 
Grierson,  a  British  documen- 

tary film  producer,  became 
commissioner  15  months  ago 
after  formation  of  the  Na- 

tional Film  Board  based  on 
his  recommendation. 

W.  B.  Employes  Give 

$5,700  to  War  Funds 
A  check  for  $5,700  was  presented 

yesterday  to  the  British  War  Relief 
Society  on  behalf  of  employes  of 
Warner  Bros,  and  affiliated  com- 

panies. The  money  will  be  used  to 
purchase  two  large  motor  kitchen 
units  and  30  hospital  bed  equipments. 
In  addition,  about  $500  will  be  given 
to  the  Greek  Relief  Fund.  Women 
employes  are  knitting  500  garments 
for  the  war  sufferers. 

Set  Himmelein  Rites 
Sandusky,  O.,  Dec.  10. — Funeral 

services  will  be  held  here  Thursday 
for  Arthur  C.  Himmelein,  54,  who 
died  Sunday  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  manager  of  Altoona- Publix 
Theatres.  He  was  one  of  Ohio's 
pioneer  exhibitors,  opening  the  Mar- 

ket   Square    in    Cleveland    in  1912. 

Personal  Mention 

AW.  SMITH,  Jr.,  RKO  general •  sales  manager,  returns  today 
after  a  visit  at  the  studio  and  western 
exchanges. 

• 

H.  M.  Richey,  assistant  to  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general 

sales  manager,  will  leave  for  Chicago 
and  the  Midwest  Saturday  to  attend 
exhibitor  meetings. 

• 

Harry  Cohen,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager in  Los  Angeles,  is  here  for  home 

office  conferences. 
• 

Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 
of  Warner  Theatres,  is  expected  to 
return  from  Cleveland  tomorrow. 

• 
Rube  Jackter,  Columbia  assistant 

sales  manager,  will  celebrate  a  birth- 
day tomorrow. • 

Walter  Branson,  Midwestern  dis- 
tric  manager  for  RKO,  has  returned 
to  his  Chicago  headquarters  after  a 
New  York  visit. 

• 
Edgar  Kerner,  Columbia  manager 

in  the  British  West  Indies,  is  here  for 
home  office  conferences. 

• 
Theodore  Hayes,  director  of  public 

relations  for  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  has  left  for  Florida 
to  complete  recuperation  from  a  long illness. 

• 
Louis  Astor,  in  charge  of  circuit 

sales  for  Columbia,  will  attend  the 
Philadelphia  Variety  Club  banquet  to- 

morrow night. 

T  OHN  NOLAN,  film  buyer  for  the 
«J  Comerford  Circuit,  and  Mrs.  No- 

lan recently  celebrated  their  20th 
wedding  anniversary. 

• 
J.  Robert  Rubin,  Harry  Thomas, 

Arthur  Mayer,  Arthur  Loew,  Lu- 
ther Adler,  William  Melniker, 

Charles  Son  in,  Fred  Thompson  and 
Robert  Milton  lunching  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 
• 

Irving  Berlin,  Arthur  Gottlieb 
and  Jack  Goetz  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 
Maurice  Silverstone,  Charles  E. 

McCarthy,  Sam  Spring,  Jack  Mills, 
Jack  Hoffberg,  Ed  Schwartz  and 
Maurice  Bergman  lunching  yesterday 
at  the  Tavern. 

• 
Monroe  Greenthal,  Al  Margo- 

lies  and  Arche  Mayer  having  lunch 
yesterdav  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the Rivoli). 

• 
James  R.  Grainger,  Owen  Davis, 

Max  Dreyfus,  Harry  Kaufman 

and  John  W.  Hicks  at  Nick's  Hunt- 
ing Room  in  the  Astor  for  lunch  yes- terday. 

• 

Terry  Turner,  head  of  RKO's 
field  exploitation  staff,  is  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

• 
Mrs.  Christopher  Carey,  wife  of 

the  assistant  manager  at  Warners' Karlton,  Philadelphia,  gave  birth  to 
a  daughter  late  last  week.  She  has 
been  named  Patricia. 

ALIFORNIA 

American's  Southern  Sunshine  Route 

5  FLAGSHIPS  DAILY  COAST-TO- COAST 

It's  only  an  overnight  skysleeper 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  via  American's 
Famous  Sunshine  Route!  Delicious 
meals  aloft.  Stewardess  service.  For 

reservations,  call  your  Travel  Agent 
or  HAvemeyer  6-5000. Ticket  Offices: 
Rockefeller  Center,  18  W.  49th  St.; 
Grand  Central,  45  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

CONVENIENT  DEPARTURES 

The  Sun  Country  Special  6:45  am 
The  Plainsman  .  .  .  4:10  pm 
The  Mercury  (Two  Sections) 

4:45  &  5:10  pm 

The  Southerner  .    .    .  10:35  pm 
 f 

AMERICAN  AIRLINES  4 

'U'  Executives  Go  to 

Coast  This  Weekend 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Universal  board 

chairman;  W.  A.  Scully,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  and 

Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  vice-president 
and  foreign  manager,  will  leave  for 
the  Coast  this  weekend  to  participate 
in  the  company's  annual  production 
conferences.  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Uni- 

versal president,  is  already  at  the 
studio  for  the  conferences,  which  are 
scheduled  to  last  a  week  or  10  days. 

ROUTE  OF  THE  FLAGSHIPS 

'Fantasia'  to  Open  in 
Philadelphia  Jan.  15 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10.  —  "Fan- 
tasia" has  been  scheduled  to  open 

here  on  Jan.  15,  although  the  theatre 
has  not  been  selected  as  yet.  Richard 
Condon  of  the  Disney  staff  is  here 
looking  over  available  houses.  It  has 
been  decided,  it  is  understood,  to  use 
a  legitimate  theatre  seating  between 
1,000  and  1,500.  Under  consideration 
are  the  Erlanger,  Locust  and  Walnut. 

Balahan  Buys  Song 

At  British  Aid  Dinner 

The  signed  manuscript  of  "My 
Country,  'Tis  of  Thee"  was  purchased 
for  $1,500  by  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 

mount president,  at  the  auction  dinner 
for  the  war  relief  fund  of  the  Amer- 

ican Red  Cross  for  aid  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  was  held  at  the  Hotel 

Plaza,  Monday  night.  A  similar  din- 
ner was  held  last  night. 

Fonda  Due  Here  Today 
Henry  Fonda  arrives  via  American 

Airlines  from  the  Coast  today. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

'T* HE  devastation  in  Coventry,  Eng- 
■*-  land,  victim  of  a  Nazi  air  raid, 
is  seen  for  the  first  time  in  the  new 
issues.  Highlighting  the  general  news 
are  President  Roosevelt's  "good  neigh- 

bor" gesture  in  assigning  an  army 
bomber  to  carry  home  the  wife  of  the 
Chilean  ex-president  and  the  profes- 

sional football  game  in  which  the< 
Chicago  Bears  amassed  73  points 
against  the  scoreless  Washington  Red- 

skins.   The  contents: 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  27— Havoc  in 
Coventry.  War  in  Africa.  Plane  crash 
in  Chicago.  Vice-President  Wallace  visits 
Mexico.  ''Santa  Claus"  in  Miami.  Youth 
pageant  in  Australia.  Smallest  bi-plane tested.     Bears-Redskins  football. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  225-Coven- 

try  in  ruins.  Marriages  in  London.  Ameri- 
cans in  Canadian  air  force.  Walker  urges 

early  mailing.  Army  plane  carries  home  wife 
of  Chilean  ex-president.  Bears-Redskins football  playoff. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  30— Ambu- lances  for  Greece  blessed  here.  Walker 
urges  cooperation  in  early  mailing.  "Santa Claus"  rehearses  in  Florida  and  California. 
Films  of  Coventry  ruins.  Bears-Redskins 
professional  football. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  30— Destruc- 

tion in  Coventry.  Anthony  Eden  with 
troops  in  Egypt.  Army  plane  used  as 
ambulance  for  wife  of  Chile's  ex-president. American  fliers  join  Canadian  force.  Test 
new  cars  for  the  army.  Bears -Redskins 
football. 
UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  93S— 

Devastation  in  Coventry.  Americans  join 
Canadian  air  force.  Plane  crash  in  Chicago. 
Wife  of  Chile's  former  president  returns 
home  on  army  bomber.  Wallace  in  Mexico. Ambulances  for  Greece  blessed  here. 
Launch  ship  in  Baltimore  for  African  route. 
Air  show  in  New  Orleans.  "Santa  Claus" in  Palm  Springs.  Chicago-Bears  football 

game. Howard  on  Air  from 

England  for  'Wind' 
Leslie  Howard  will  broadcast  over 

NBC  from  London  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, thereby  opening  a  day  of  fes- 

tivities in  Atlanta  for  the  "anniversary 
premiere"  at  Loew's  Grand  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  in  which  he  plays. 
The  showing  will  be  preceded  by  a 
"birthday  party"  on  the  stage  in 
which  Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Olivier 
and  Alfred  Hitchcock,  director,  will 
take  part,  with  Clark  Howell,  pub- 

lisher of  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  The  scene  will 
be  filmed  with  Hitchcock  directing. 
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Feature  Review 

"Go  West" 
(M-G-M) 
'HP  HE  Three  Marx  Brothers  follow  the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley 
*■  in  this,  their  latest  outpouring  of  comic  excitement,  the  scene  a 
western  town  of  the  1870's,  and  the  result  is  true  Marx  Brothers 
comedy.  That  means  a  picture-full  of  laughs,  a  smartly  executed  pro- 

duction technically,  and  a  script  turned  out  in  what  has  come  to  be  the 
Marxian  tradition  of  fun  films. 

The  three  are  at  their  usual  hilarious  best  for  the  greater  portion  of 
the  footage,  saving  the  inevitable  young  couple  in  love  from  the  machi- 

nations of  an  assorted  group  of  villains,  and  doing  it  all  to  the  tune  of 
well-paced  comic  antics  and  a  full  quota  of  excitement. 

The  original  screenplay  by  Irving  Brecher  causes  the  slightly  insane 
trio  to  become  involved  in  an  attempted  land  grab  by  which  Robert 
Barrat  and  Walter  Woolf  King  try  to  gain  possession  of  a  deed  to 
western  land  and  sell  it  to  a  railroad  at  a  handsome  figure.  The  deed 
actually  belongs  to  Diana  Lewis,  who  is  in  love  with  John  Carroll. 

Embellished  by  several  tuneful  numbers,  examples  of  the  instrumental 
talent  of  Chico  at  the  piano  and  Harpo  at  a  cleverly  contrived  pseudo- 
harp,  and  the  general  high  jinks  of  Groucho  in  the  position  of  quarter- 

back of  the  team,  the  film  skips  along  its  rollicking  way,  with  gunplay 
and  horseplay  alternating.  The  film  concludes  with  a  really  funny  race 
between  a  train  of  the  70's  and  the  villains  in  a  light  carriage,  with  the, 
Marx  Brothers  piloting  the  train,  and  reducing  the  coaches  to  little 
more  than  the  wheels  in  order  to  supply  fuel  for  the  engine. 

The  picture  contains  its  quota  of  those  special  touches  which  are 
the  hallmark  of  the  Marxes  on  the  screen,  each  of  which  is  good  for 
anything  from  a  chuckle  to  a  howl.  With  Jack  Cummings  as  producer, 
Edward  Buzzell  did  a  competent  job  of  direction,  while  Bronislau  Kaper 
and  Gus  Kahn  were  responsible  for  the  songs. 

Running  time,  81  minutes.    "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

Press  to  See  Films 

In  Pro  jection  Rooms 

Hollywood,  Dec.  10. — Press 
previews  will  be  held  in  studio 
projection  rooms  instead  of 
theatres  to  which  the  pub- 

lic is  admitted,  effective  Dec. 
15,  according  to  a  decision  of 
the  Producers'  Association 
announced  today  by  Y.  Frank 
Freeman,  president.  The 
change  is  claimed  to  be  in 
the  interests  of  having  the 
reviewers  see  films  under  the 
best  possible  circumstances. 
Advertised  commercial  pre- 

views, long  an  exhibition 
factor  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area,  will  not  be  affected. 

New  York  Group  Off 

To  Santa  Fe  Today 

Approximately  40  newspapermen, 
radio  commentators  and  Warner  exe- 

cutives will  leave  here  today  to  attend 
the  three-theatre  world  premiere  of 
Warners'  "Santa  Fe  Trail"  in  Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.,  Saturday  evening.  The 
group  will  be  headed  by  Mort  Blu- menstock,  Eastern  advertising  and 
publicity  head. 

The  New  York  group  will  be  joined 
in  Chicago  by  Midwestern  newspaper- 

men. The  train  is  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  Santa  Fe  on  Friday  afternoon. 
The  Eastern  group  will  include : 

Doris  Arden,  Chicago  Herald  Exam- 
iner; Louis  Alwell,  I.N.S. ;  James  C. 

Austin,  U.P. ;  Howard  Barnes  and 
Lucius  Beebe,  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune; 
Cliff  Buechel,  manager,  Mary  Ander- 

son Theatre,  Louisville  ;  Mrs.  Douglas 
Churchill  and  Kyle  Crichton,  Collier's; 
John  Cutter,  U.P. ;  Chicago ;  Ivan 
Dmitri,  Frank  Farrell,  N.  Y.  World- 
Telegram;  Abel  Green,  Variety;  Nate 
Gross,  Chicago  Herald  Examiner ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sid  L.  Hydeman,  Rcdbook ; 

Jack  Lait,  N.'  Y.  Mirror;  Mr.  and Mrs.  Boyd  Martin,  Louisville  Courier 
Journal;  Harry  Martin,  Memphis 
Commercial  Appeal;  Mary  Mason, 
NBC. 

John  McManus,  PM ;  Lionel  Moise, 
King  Features ;  Lee  Mortimer,  N.  Y. 
Mirror;  Mrs.  Barney  Oldfield,  Lin- 

coln, Neb. ;  Lucia  Perrigo,  Chicago 
American;  Merle  Potter,  Minneapolis 
Times-Tribune ;  Terry  Ramsaye,  Mo- 

tion Picture  Herald;  Monroe  Rubin - 
ger,  Ardis  Smith,  Buffalo  Evening 
News;  Louis  Sobol,  Journal  Ameri- 

can; Louis  Stevenson,  Bell  Syndicate; 
Ed  Sullivan;  M.  R.  Werner,  New 
Yorker  and  Prunella  Wood,  King 
Features. 
From  the  Warner  home  office,  in 

addition  to  Blumenstock,  will  be : 
Mitchell  Rawson,  Ralph  Budd,  Gilbert 
Golden  and  Sid  Rechetnik. 
Marian  Siegel,  high  school  pupil  of 

Irwin,  Pa.,  has  been  named  winner  of 
a  recent  "Santa  Fe  Trail"  contest. 
Her  prize  will  be  a  trip  to  the  pre- 
miere. 

Guilds  Name  Awards 

Committee  Members 
Hollywood,  Dec.  10. — The  Screen 

Actors,  Directors  and  Writers  guilds 
met  last  night  and  named  their  repre- 

sentatives to  serve  on  the  Awards 
Committee  of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  &  Sciences. 
The  actors  guild  designated  Noel 

Madison,  Dorothy  Tree  and  Paul 
Harvey ;  the  directors,  George  Stev- 

ens, Mervyn  LeRoy  and  Sam  Wood, 
with  Ernst  Lubitsch,  Lesley  Selander 
and  Henry  Hathaway  as  alternates, 
and  the  writers,  Charles  Brackett, 
Jane  Murfin  and  Allan  Scott,  with 
Talbot  Jennings,  Richard  Macaulay 
and  Frank  Partos  as  alternates. 
The  producer  and  technician 

branches  of  the  Academy  will  an- 
nounce their  selections  later  this  week. 

Loew  Bronx  House  Ready 
Loew's  new  2,000-  seat  theatre  in  the East  Bronx,  the  American,  will  be 

opened  formally  Christmas  Eve,  ac- 
cording to  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  in 

charge  of  Loew's  Metropolitan  the- 
atres. Opening  ceremonies  will  in- 

clude a  parade,  a  flag  raising  and  the 
delivery  of  the  keys  to  the  theatre  by 
"Santa  Claus."  Film  personalities  are slated  to  participate. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Discuss  Copyright 

At  Columbia  Course 
Edward  A.  Sargoy  and  Joseph  L. 

Stein,  counsel  for  the  major  compa- 
nies' Copyright  Protection  Bureau,  re- 

cently conducted  a  symposium  at  the 
Columbia  University  Law  School  on 
the  legal  problems  involved  in  pro- 

tecting sound  tracks  of  copyrighted 
films  from  unauthorized  re-recording 
and  radio  or  television  broadcasting. 

They  were  invited  to  the  seminar 
on  legal  problems  by  Professors  Rich- 

ard B.  Powell  and  Francis  Deak  of 
the  law  faculty,  who  participated  in 
the  discussions. 

London,  Dec.  10. — The  effects  of 
the  war  on  the  British  theatre  field 
are  reflected  in  the  annual  meetings  of 
British  theatre  companies  recently 
held.  They  have  been  both  good  and 
bad. 

General  Theatres  Corp.,  a  Gau- 
mont  British  affiliate,  reported  an  in- 

crease in  the  annual  profits  figure  of 
£25,484  ($101,936)  over  the  previous 
12  months.  The  net  profit  reached 
£338,010  ($1,352,040). 

On  the  other  hand,  another  G.  B. 
company,  Associated  Provincial  Pic- 

ture Houses — meeting  at  Exeter,  De- 
von, their  evacuation  headquarters,  es- 

timate a  considerable  drop  in  revenue 
for  the  year  ended  October  last  with 
little  prospect  of  improvement.  Many 
of  the  company's  houses  have  been bombed. 

Oscar  Deutsch,  chief  of  the  Odeon 
circuit,  however,  recording  a  de- 

crease in  profits  of  £36,509  ($146,036) 

Lake  in  Cleveland 

Closed  by  Warner 

Cleveland,  Dec.  10.  —  Warners' 
Lake  Theatre,  the  only  downtown 
house  here  with  a.  first  run  double  fea- 

ture policy,  has  closed  permanently 
after  14  weeks.  Manager  Ben  Schwartz 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Capital 
on  the  West  Side,  and  the  staff  of 
ushers  is  being  absorbed  by  other 
Warner  houses.  Warners  still  have 
a  five-year  lease  on  the  building,  but 
there  are  reports  that  night  club  op- 

erators or  a  restaurant  are  bidding 
for  it. 

for  the  year,  took  a  more  or  less  rosy 
view  of  trade  prospects.  He  estimates 
that  the  public,  thanks  to  increased 
spending  capacity,  has  £500,000,000 
more  than  it  had  previously  to  spend 
and  want  to  spend  much  in  theatres. 
Some  of  the  Odeon  houses  have 

been  bombed  and  already  the  company 
has  had  to  spend  more  than  £12,333 
($  9,332)  on  structural  work.  Much 
money  besides  had  been  expended  on 
protecting  the  patrons  and  staffs. 
During  the  year,  they  had  spent 

£91,245  in  additions  to  theatres  and 
equipment,  and  had  invented  a  further 
£163,229  in  subsidiary  companies.  As 
a  result  of  this  and  other  items,  the 
company  had  to  take  during  the  year 
over  £300,000  ($1,200,000)  from  re- 
sources. 

Theatre  profits  and  income  at  £473,- 
482  ($1,893,928)  showed  a  decrease  of 
£36,509  ($146,036)  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

Attack  Film  Policy 

Of  British  Ministry 

London,  Dec.  10. — The  Ealing  Stu- 
dios today  launched  a  sharp  attack  on 

the  operations  of  the  Films  Division 
of  the  British  Ministry  of  Informa- 

tion, and  stated  it  has  no  intention  of 
making  any  more  propaganda  films 
for  that  department. 
Declaring  itself  disillusioned  and 

exasperated  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  Films  Division  functions,  Ealing 
will  produce  propaganda  films  on  its 
own,  financing  them  privately,  with  an 
immediate  budget  of  about  $140,000 
set.  Ealing  will  distribute  the  films 
itself  on  the  open  market  commer- 
cially. 

The  Ealing  statement  accuses  the 
division  of  extravagance,  citing  one 
case  of  1,000  prints  made  for  a  five- 
minute  subject.  The  studio  opposes 
the  system  of  free  distribution  insti- 

tuted by  the  Government  department, 
and  deplores  the  fact  that  the  division 
has  set  up  a  production  body  in  com- 

petition with  the  established  film  in- 
dustry. 

The  studio  cites  what  it  describes 

as  the  "complete  and  utter  absence" 
of  any  policy  or  coherent  program  and 
the  deplorable  waste  of  time  in  end- 

less and  unnecessary  consultations 
with  the  Ministry  of  Information. 

Oppose  KRS  Policy 
At  CEA  Meet  Today 
London,  Dec.  10. — The  London  and 

Home  Counties  Branch  of  the  Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors  Association,  at 

the  meeting  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  C.  E.  A.  at  Llandudno,  Wales,  to- 

morrow, is  expected  to  demand  the 
council  ask  the  Kinematograph 
Renters  Society  (distributors)  to 
abandon  their  new  policy  on  theatres 
closed  by  the  war  or  undertake  joint 
conferences  on  it. 
A  full  debate  on  the  issue  is  antici- 

pated at  the  session.  The  K.  R.  S.  is 
understood  to  be  favorable  to  the  idea 
of  joint  talks,  but  insists  on  its  right 
to  question  exhibitors  concerning  their 
operating  plans.  The  council  also  is 
expected  to  consider  a  nationwide 
campaign  for  Sunday  operation.  It  is 
understood  the  C.  E.  A.  favors  send- 

ing deputations  to  the  Ministries  of 
Home  Security  and  Labor  seeking 
their  cooperation  on  Sunday  shows. 

Comer  ford  Plans  House 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Dec.  10. — Co- 
merford  will  build  a  new  neighbor- 

hood house  here. 

Earnings  Reflect  War's 

Effect  on  British  Houses 
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Plan  O'Shea  Luncheon  Dec.  19 
'Arise,'  Hall 

Loop's  Best 

With  $38,000 

Chicago,  Dec.  10. — "Arise,  My 
Love,"  with  Jon  Hall,  Frances 
Langford  and  the  Carl  Spitz  Dogs  on 
the  stage,  took  $38,000  at  the  Chi- 

cago. "Dispatch  from  Reuters"  tallied 
$8,500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  6 : 

"Dispatch  From  Reuters"   (W.  B.) APOLLO— (1,400)  (35c-55c-65c-75c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
CHICAGO— (4,000)  (35c-55c-75c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Frances  Langford,  Jon  Hall,  Carl 
Spitz  Dogs.  Gross:  $38,000.  (Average, 
$32,000) 
"Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
GARRICK—  (1,000)    (35c-S5c-75c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Public  Deb  No.  1"  (20*h-Fox) 
ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 

Stage:  Hollywood  Hotel  Unit.  Gross:  $13,- 000.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ROOSEVELT — (1,500)    (35c-55c-65c-75c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $11,000) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
STATE-LAKE— (2,700)    (25c-40c)   7  days. 

Stage:    Harry    James    Orchestra.  Gross: 
$15,000.   (Average,  $15,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-G.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS—  (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
PALACE— (2,500)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 

Parley  on  Extras' Pact  Start  Dec.  18 

Hollywood,  Dec.  10. — First  meet- 
ing of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  nego- 

tiating committee  with  producers  on 
the  proposed  agreement  for  wage 
scales  and  conditions  for  extras  was 
set  today  for  Dec.  18,  following  the 
designation  of  Guild  representatives 
at  a  board  meeting  last  night. 

Representing  the  Guild  will  be  Wal- 
ter Abel,  Edward  Arnold,  Edwin 

Stanley,  John  Dales,  Jr.,  Kenneth 
Thomson,  Antrim  Short  and  Laurence 
Beilenson,  attorney.  The  producer 
committee  consists  of  Y.  Frank  Free- 

man, E.  J.  Mannix,  Herbert  Preston 
and  Mendel  B.  Silberberg,  attorney. 

Thomson,  executive  secretary  of  the 
S.A.G.,  was  also  named  to  the  stand- 

ing committee  which  will  administer 
the  contract,  to  aid  on  the  committee's 
plan  to  reduce  the  number  of  ex- 

tras, thus  creating  more  work  for 
others. 

Pascal  Must  Testify 

In  Suit  by  Krimsky 
Gabriel  Pascal,  British  producer, 

yesterday  was  ordered  to  testify  be- 
fore trial  by  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 

Justice  Ferdinand  Pecora  in  connec- 
tion with  the  $100,000  damage  suit  of 

Joseph  Krimsky.  Pascal  is  charged 
with  breaching  a  contract  made  in 
1933  under  which  he  allegedly  prom- 

ised Krimsky  one-half  interest  in  all 
future  pictures.  Krimsky  is  seeking 
a  share  of  the  profits  of  "Pygmalion." 
Pascal  is  to  testify  upon  his  arrival 
in  New  York  from  England. 

Hastings  House  Closed 
The  Hastings,  Hastings-on-Hudson, 

N.  Y.,  has  closed. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Fox  exchange.  Arthur  Rapf  is  treas- 
urer of  the  committee. 

Others  named  to  the  arrangements 
committee  are:  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Tom  Connors,  Howard  Dietz,  Edward 
Saunders,  Si  Seadler,  J.  J.  O'Connor, C.  C.  Moskowitz,  James  J.  Walker, 
Samuel  Rinzler,  Laurence  Bolognino, 
Edward  Rugoff,  Samuel  Strausberg, 
Walter  Reade,  Si  Fabian,  Meyer 
Schine,  Frank  C.  Walker,  John 
Nolan,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Charles 
Moses,  Leo  Brecher. 

Coast  Unions  Seek 

Coin  Machine  Rule 
Hollywood,  Dec.  10. — Two  unions 

moved  in  on  slot  machine  films  today. 
Musicians'  Local  47  issued  regulations 
covering  employment  of  musicians  in 
production  of  16mm.  films,  and  Oper- 

ators' Local  150,  I.A.T.S.E.,  began  a 
survey  of  the  number  of  projectors 
in  Los  Angeles  before  starting  nego- 

tiations for  servicing  the  machines. 
J.  W.  Gillette,  A.F.M.  studio  repre- 

sentative, said  union  members  must 
obtain  clearance  from  his  office  before 
working  on  16mrri.  films. 

Other  orders  are :  "All  records  of 16mm.  films  must  have  a  license  from 
the  A.  F.  M. ;  members  are  prohi- 

bited from  rendering  service  for  any 
unlicensed  recorder ;  all  engagements 
of  A.  F.  M.  members  for  16mm.  coin 
machine  films  must  be  made  under  the 
terms  of  a  written  contract  to  be  ap- 

proved and  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
international  studio  representative,  and 
must  contain  the  following  provision : 
'It  is  agreed  music  recorded  as  per the  terms  of  the  above  contract  will 
not  be  used  for  any  purpose  other 

than  coin  machines.'  " 

Stagehands  Get  Pay; 

Chicago  Opera  Safe 
Chicago,  Dec.  10. — A  controversy 

arising  out  of  the  failure  of  the  Chi- 
cago Opera  Co.  to  pay  stagehands 

wages  amounting  to  $4,800,  which 
threatened  for  a  time  to  close  the 
opera  tonight,  seemed  assured  of  set- 

tlement following  a  meeting  of  union 
officials  with  wealthy  sponsors  of  the 
Opera  Co.  late  today.  Frank  Olson, 
head  of  the  stage  hands  union,  de- 

clared earlier  that  unless  the  amount 
due  was  forthcoming  promptlv  there 
would  be  no  performance  of  "Salome" tonight. 

Prudential  Buys  House 
Prudential  Playhouses  has  pur- 

chased the  Paramount,  Larchmont, 
N.  Y.,  from  Palmer  Amusement 
Corp.,  which  built  the  theatre  in 
1932.  Berk  &  Krumgold  represented 
Palmer  in  the  transaction. 

Karloff,  Cregar  Arrive 
Boris  Karloff  arrived  from  the 

Coast  yesterday  to  start  rehearsals 
for  a  play,  "Arsenic  and  Old  Lace." 
Laird  Cregar,  who  appears  in  "Hud- 

son's Bay,"  also  arrived  yesterday 
from  Hollywood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnaz  Party 
Desi  Arnaz  and  his  wife,  Lucille 

Ball,  who  were  married  recently,  will 
be  honored  at  a  reception  given  by 
RKO  today  in  the  Honeymoon  Cot- 

tage Suite  of  the  Hampshire  House. 

Joseph  Katsch,  Leon  Rosenblatt, 
Don  Jacocks,  Harry  Hecht,  Lee  New- 

bury, David  Snaper,  David  Weinstock, 
Sam  Shain,  Joseph  Seider,  Frank 
Moscato,  Milt  Kusell,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Joe  Lee,  Robert  Wolfe,  David 
Levy,  Jack  Ellis,  Nat  Cohn,  Edward 
Schnitzer,  Clarence  Eiseman,  Ben 
Abner,  William  Scully,  Martin 
Levine,  Oscar  Doob,  Lionel  Toll, 
Maurice  Kann,  Charles  E.  Lewis, 
Jack  Alicoate,  Chester  Bahn,  Terry 
Ramsaye,  Herman  Robbins,  J.  J. 

Thompson  and  Charles  L.  O'Reilly. 

Means  Again  Heads 

Variety  Club  in  K.  C. 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  10. — Jay  Means, 

independent  exhibitor,  has  been  re- 
elected chief  barker  of  the  local  vari- 

ety Club.  Jerry  Zigmond,  manager  of 
the  Newman,  was  named  first  assist- 

ant ;  Ward  Scott,  district  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  second  assistant ;  Charles 
Shafer,  Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  Inc., 
treasurer,  and  Arthur  Cole  of  Para- 

mount was  reelected  secretary.  Frank 
Hensler,  branch  manager  for  M-G-M, 
was  named  national  canvas  man. 
The  annual  Variety  Club  bowling 

tournament,  proceeds  of  which  go  to 
buy  milk  for  undernourished  school 
children  in  both  Kansas  Citys,  will 
have  the  cooperation  of  the  Kansas 
City  Star  and  all  bowling  alleys  in 
the  two  cities  that  are  members  of 
the  Kansas  City  Bowling  Association. 
The  affair  will  be  held  Dec.  21  and 
22.    Hensler  is  in  charge. 

"Arise"  at  $8,600 

Montreal  Leader 

Montreal,  Dec.  10.  —  "Arise  My 
Love"  grossed  $8,600  at  the  Palace 
during  a  week  of  blizzards  and  early 
Christmas  shopping,  while  "Escape" 
brought  $6,000  to  Loew's  for  its  sec- ond week. 

Estimated  taking  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  6: 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) "I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
CAPITOL— (2,547)  (25c-40c-55c-65c)  7  days Gross:  $7,300.     (Average,  $8,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)  (30c-40c-60c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
"Love,  Honor  and  Oh  Baby"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM—  (919)    (25c-34c-50c).  Gross: $2,800.    (Average,  $5,000) 

"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
PALACE— (2,600)  (25c -40c -55c -65c)  7  davs. Gross:  $8,600.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) "Nobody's  Children"  (Col.) 
PRINCEESS— (2.272)  (25c-35c-50c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $4,500) 

Not  to  Seek  Recount 

On  Sunday  Film  Vote 
Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Dec.  10.— There 

will  be  no  contest  against  Sunday 
films  here.  The  Tamaqua  Ministerial 
Association  has  decided  not  to  insti- 

tute an  election  contest  to  upset  the 
result  of  the  Sunday  film  vote  last month. 

Following  announcement  by  the 
court  that  a  recount  in  one  precinct 
had  changed  the  negative  majority  to 
an  affirmative  majority  of  79  votes  in 
that  precinct,  the  association  called 
a  meeting  of  all  church  members  to 
inquire  into  a  recount.  However,  it 
was  decided  that  the  contest  would  be 
too  costly. 

U.  S.  Court 

Will  Approve 

B.  &  K.  Peace 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
dismissed  earlier.  Final  settlement  of 
the  suit  is  the  result  of  a  stipulation 
between  the  Government  and  Para- 

mount in  connection  with  the  consent  I 

decree  in  the  Government's  New  York anti-trust  suit. 

A  fine  of  $5,000  will  be  imposed  on 
Balaban  &  Katz  Corp,  one  of  $2,500 
on  B.  &  K.  Management  Corp.  and 
one  of  $2,500  on  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc. 

The  Government  suit  charging  vio- lation of  the  1932  B.  &  K.  decree  was 
begun  in  1938.  Eldredge  originally 
recommended  that  Barney  Balaban  be 
found  guilty  of  violating  the  decree, 
but  after  a  new  brief  was  submitted 
by  Louis  Phillips  of  the  Paramount 
home  office  legal  staff,  pointing  out 
errors  in  the  original  findings,  El- 

dredge filed  a  supplementary  report 
in  which  he  recommended  that  the 
charges  against  Balaban  be  dismissed. 

Report  Copyright 
Violations  Drop  2% 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

partment  of  the  bureau's  activities  this year,  and  involved  activities  in  12 
states  resulting  in  the  recovery  for 
major  distributors  of  91  films  illegally 
in  the  possession  of  others.  In  this 
connection,  the  bureau  also  obtained 
deletions  of  infringing  sequences  from 
35mm.  and  16mm.  negative  and  posi- tive films. 

The  report  points  out  that  the  Fed- 
eral consent  decree  has  no  effect  what- 

ever on  existing  restrictions  against 
unauthorized  holdovers  or  bicycling  of 

film. 

George  Brown  Named 
Para.  Studio  Ad  Head 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Guild  as  advisor  on  public  relations, 
was  for  several  years  director  of  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  for  Columbia 
at  the  home  office  and  studio  follow- 

ing eight  years  in  charge  of  advertis- ing for  Universal.  He  recently  was 
in  charge  of  publicity  for  the  Frank 
Capra  unit  at  Warners. 

Lewis,  who  has  been  confined  to 
his  home  with  the  flu,  said  he  has  no 

plans. Musicians  Get  New 

Pact  with  Studios 

Hollywood,  Dec.  10. — Changes  af- 
fecting the  wage  scales  and  working 

conditions  of  musicians,  orchestrators 
and  copyists  have  been  negotiated  with 
the  major  studios  and  will  become 
effective  Jan.  1,  it  was  announced 
today  by  American  Federation  of Musicians  officials  here. 

Joins  Quimby  Circuit 

Harvey  Cocks  has  resigned  as  man- 
ager of  Schine's  Strand,  Syracuse,  to 

become  general  manager  of  Quimby 
Theatres,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  a  post 
he  had  held  two  years  ago. 
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Tin  Pan  Alley' 

Gets  $22,700, 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10. — Aided  by 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  28,  and  the 
Army-Navy  game  extending  the  holi- 

day over  the  weekend,  fine  grosses 
)  were  registered.  "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
v  gave  the  Fox  $22,700,  "The  Letter" at  the  Boyd  took  $22,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4-6: 

"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
ALDINE— (1,400)    (75c-$1.14)   7  days,  6th 

week.  Gross:  $6,000.   (Average,  $9,000) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) ARCADIA— (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days,  3rd 
run.    Gross:  $3,200.  (Average,  $2,600) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
BOYD— (2,400)      (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $22,300.     (Average,  $13,000) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
EARLE—  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Gray  Gor- 
don's orchestra,  Beverly  Roberts,  Condos 

Brothers,  Fred  Sanborn,  Art  Perry,  Meri- 
dith  Blake,  Babe  Fresk,  Jack  Fay  and 
Harold  Lee.  Gross:  $18,000.  (Average,  $14,- 000) 
"Mexican  Spitfire  Out  West"  (RKO) 
FAY'S— (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  _  7 days  with  vaudeville  including  Charmaine, 

16  Roxyettes,  Frank  Conville  &  Suny  Dale, 
Three  Macks,  Dolores  Dancers,  Linda 
Moody,  June  Lorraine.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Av- 

erage, $6,900) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th- Fox) 
FOX— (3.000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $22,700.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"EscaDe"  (M-G-M) 
•  KARLTON  —  (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c) 
7  days,  2nd  run,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,900. 
(Average,  $3,000) 
"The  Mark  of  Zcrro"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-S7c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"Arizona"  (Col.) 
STANLEY— (3.700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

Hays.  Gross:  $18,500.   (Average,  $14,000) 
"Too  Manv  Girls"  (RKO) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $4,500) 

'Arise'  and  Krupa 
$14,900  in  Buffalo 

Buffalo,  Dec.  10. — "Arise,  My 
Love"  and  Gene  Krupa  and  his  band 
at  the  Buffalo  accounted  for  $14,900. 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  and  "Gallant  Sons" 
at  the  Hippodrome  took  $7,200. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  7: 

"AHhe.  My  Love"  (Para.) 
BUFFALO— (3,489)  (35c-40c-60c)  7  davs. 

Gene  Krupa  and  Orchestra  on  stage,  with 
Irene  Daye  and  Howard  Dulanev,  Paul 
Gerrits,  Ames  and  Arno,  and  Allen  and 
Kent.  Gross:  $14,900.  (Average,  $12,000)  ■ 
"Nnrth  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
GREAT  LAKES — (3.000)  (44c-65c)  7  davs, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,600.  (Average  at  35c- 55c.  $7,500) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Gallant  Soni"  (M-G-M) 
HIPPODROME—  ( 2.100)   (30c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  run.  Gross:  $7,200.  (Average,  $6,800) 
"The  Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Ren.) 
"G'rl  From  Col's  Comntrv"  (ReD.) 
TWENTIETH    CENTURY— (3.000)  (30c- 

40c)  7  davs.  Gro=s:  $6,000.  (Average.  $7,500) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c -40c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,000.   (Average,  $6,300) 

Carpenter  Is  Named 

To  Play  Tribunal 
Edward  K.  Carpenter  has  been 

named  bv  the  Dramatists  Guild  as  its 
representative  to  the  Permanent  Tri- 

bunal set  up  under  the  *new  amend- 
ments to  the  basic  agreement  which 

permit  film  companies  to  purchase  film 
rights  prior  to  production  of  a  legi- 

timate stage  play.  Arthur  Schwartz 
has  been  named  as  alternate. 

Arizona'  at  $12,000 

Is  Providence  Hit 

Providence,  Dec.  10. — The  Strand, 
playing  "Arizona"  and  "Blondie  Plays 
Cupid"  at  advanced  prices,  took  $12,- 
000.  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  and  "Street  of 
Memories"  was  good  for  $8,500  at  the 
Majestic. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4-5 : "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) "Laddie"  (RKO) 

RKO-ALBEE  —  (2,239)      (28c-39c-50c)  7 
days.    Gross  $7,700.     (Average,  $6,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
LOEWS  STATE— (3,232)    (28c-39c-50c)  7 days.     Gross:   $10,000.     (Average,  $11,000) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (ZOth-Fox) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)   (28c-39c-50c)   8  days. Gross:  $8,500.    (7  days  average,  $7,000) "Arizona"  (Col.) 

"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
STRAND— (2,200)     (35c-50c-65c)    7  days. Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"The  Old  Swimmin'   Hole"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 75c)  4  days.  Stage  show  with  Clyde  McCoy 

and  Orchestra:  Rufe  Davis,  Mildred  Bailey, 
Calgary  Brothers,  Milt  Herth  Trio  and 
Johnny  Barnes.  Gross:  $4,500.  (Average, 
$7,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CARLTON — (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)    8  days. 

Gross  $3,100.    (7-day  average,  $3,500) 
"Melody  Ranch"  (Rep.) 
"The  Devil's  Pipeline"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S  —  (1,800)     (15c-28c-39c)     8  days. 

Gross:  $2,900.     (7-day  average,  $2,500) 
"Knute  Rockne — All   American"    (W.  B.) 

(3  days) 
"Wyoming"  (M-G-M)  (3  days) 
"Down  Argentine  Way"  (20th-Fox) (4  days) 
"Dr.  Kildare  Goes  Home"  (M-G-M) (4  days) 
EMPIRE  —  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 

Gross:  $1,700.    (Average,  $1,700) 

'Girls/  Herman  Band 
At  $22,000  in  Detroit 

Detroit,  Dec.  10.  —  "Too  Many 
Girls"  on  the  screen  and  Woody  Her- man and  his  band  on  the  stage  grossed 
$22,000  at  the  Fox.  Only  average 
business  was  reported  at  the  other 
downtown  theatres. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  5 : 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"The  Great  Plane  Robbery"  (Col.) 
ADAMS— (1,600)   (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"Strike  Up  the  Band"  (M-G-M) "River's  End"   (W.  B.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-55c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$6,800.     (Average,  $7,000) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
FOX  —  ($5,000)      (20c-55c-75c)      7  days. Woody  Herman  and  his  band  on  the  stage. 

Gross:  $22,000.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carrol's"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN—  (4,000)  (15c-39c-44c-55c-65c) 7  days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"City  For  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Haunted  Honeymoor."  (M-G-M) 
PALMS  —  (3,000)     (25c-39c-55c)    7  days. Gross:   $7,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-44c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $10,- 000) 

To  Guide  Benefit  Show 
Rochester,  Dec.  10. — Lester  Pollock 

of  Loew's,  Jay  Golden  of  the  Palace, and  William  Cadoret  will  book  the 
entertainment  and  two  name  bands 
for  the  annual  Policemen's  Ball  to  be 
held  at  the  Civic  Exhibits  Building 
St.  Valentine's  Day. 

Pollak  Opens  Office 
Joseph  Pollak,  who  plans  to  film 

reproductions  of  Broadway  plays  for 
the  16mm.  non-theatrical  market,  un- 

der the  name  of  Theatre-on-Film. 
Inc.,  has  opened  offices  at  729  Seventh Ave. 

Serving  Uncle  Sam 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  10.— Em- 

ployes of  Warner  Theatres  in 
this  district  enlisting  for 
military  service  include  the 
following:  John  Radcliff,  main 
office,  John  J.  Edwards,  Par- 

ker, Darby,  Pa.,  Debert  De- vitt,  Earle,  and  Charles  Price, 
Earle,  Atlantic  City,  in  the 
Marines;  Nathan  Lieberman, 
Orient,  Stockton  W.  Mac- 
Elhony,  sign  shop,  Robert  L. 
Frind,  Capital,  Lancaster, 
Pa.;  Irvine  J.  MacFarland, 
Boyd,  and  W.  J.  Woodworth, 
Roosevelt,  in  the  Navy;  Rob- 

ert B.  Charles,  Strand,  York, 
Pa.;  Morris  Rutter,  Jr.,  Karl- 
ton,  Boyd  B.  Rose,  Strand, 
and  William  C.  Jacoby,  Capi- 

tal, York,  Pa. 
    

Minneapolis 

Gives  ' Arise' 
Good  $7,000 

Minneapolis,  Dec.  10.  —  Bad 
weather,  which  sent  the  mercury  to  a 
season's  low  of  19  below  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  hurt  grosses.  "Arise, 
My  Love"  drew  $7,000  at  the  State. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  5 : 
"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
STATE  —  (2,300)     (28c-39c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,000.   (Average,  $5,500) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM— (2.800)   (28c-39c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,600.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
GOPHER  —  (998)    (28)    7    days.  Gross: 

$2,500.     (Average.  $2,500) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
WORLD— (350)    (28c-39c-44c-55c)   7  days. Gross:  $1,800.    (Average,  $1,600) "Wildcat"  (Ur-iv.) 

"World  in  Flames"  (Para.) 
ASTER—  (900)  (15c-28c)  5  days,  first  runs. Gross:  $1,700.    (Average,  $1,800) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
CENTURY— (1,600)  (39c-44c-55c)  7  days, 3rd  week.    Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 

'Police9  New  Haven 

Leader  at  $12,000 

New  Haven,  Dec.  10. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  and  "Cross  Country 
Romance"  dualed  at  the  Paramount 
drew  a  powerful  $12,000.  "The  Letter" 
with  "Hit  Parade  of  1941"  grossed 
$7,500  at  the  Roger  Sherman.  Big 
weekend  business  dwindled  because 
of  snow,  cold  and  bad  driving  con- ditions. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  5 : 

"Little  Nelly  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)   (39c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $3,900.    (Average,  $2,700) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
LOEW-POLI— (3,040)     (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:   $7,500.    (Average  ,$8,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)  (35c-44c-50c-65c)  7 days.    Gross:  $12,000.    (Average,  $4,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

"Hit  Parade  of   1S41"  (Rep.) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $7,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Hollywood  Aids  Auction 
Hollywood  wardrobe  departments 

have  contributed  numerous  articles  to 
be  auctioned  Saturday  evening  at  2 
West  13th  St.  by  the  Old  New  York 
Chapter  of  the  British  War  Relief Society. 

'Escape'  Gets 

Good  $7,900, 

Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  10. — "Escape" drew  $7,900  at  the  4  Star,  while  other 
grosses  were  generally  weak.  "Angels 
Over  Broadway"  and  "One  Night  in 
the  Tropics"  took  $7,200  at  the  Hill- street  and  $6,600  at  the  Pantages. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4 : 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) "Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE  —  (2,500)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.     Gross:  $7,400.     (Average,  $12,500) 

"The    Great    Dictator"  (U.A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (75c-$1.65) 

7  days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $12,000.  (Average, 
$17,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 
4  STAR— (900)  (44c-55c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$7,900.     (Average,  $3,250) 
"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
HILLSTREET— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.     Gross:  $7,200.     (Average,  $6,500) 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) "Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.    Gross:  $10,700.     (Average,  $14,000) 

"Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
PANTAGES— (3,000)    (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.     Gross:  $6,600.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Give   Us   Wings"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,595)  (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days,  2nd  week  for  "Arise  My  Love." Stage:  Tropical  Follies;  Rube  Wolf  &  Or- chestra. Gross:  $12,000.  (Average,  $18,000) "The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
WARNER   BROS.    (Hollywood)  —  (3,000) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross: 
$8  200.    (Average,  $14,000) "The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
WARNER    BROS.     (Downtown)— (3,400) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross: $8,700.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"The   Great   Dictator"  (U.A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2.100)  (68c-$1.65)  7 

days,  3rd  week.     Gross:  $10,000. 

'North  West'  Gets 

$5,700,  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  10. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  had  a  good  $5,700  at 
the  RKO  Capitol,  and  "Tin  Pan 
Alley"  drew  $13,300  at  the  RKO  Al- 
bee.  Business  otherwise  was  sub-nor- 

mal. The  weather  was  pleasant. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  3-7 : "Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  ALBEE— (3,300),  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $13,300.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
RKO    PALACE— (2.700)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $6  000.  (Average,  $10,000) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)  (33c-40c-50c),  7 

days,  2nd  week:  Gross:  $3,100.  (Average, 
$5,000) "North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
RKO  CAPITOL— (2,000)  (42c -60c)  7  days, 

3rd  week.  Gross:  $5,700.  (Average,  at  33c- 40c-50c,  $5,500) 
"Lady  with  Red  Hair"  (W.B.) 
RKO  GRAND— (1,450)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross,  $3,000. 

"Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c-42c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,000.  (Average,  4,500) 

"Trail  of  the  Lonesome  Pine"  (Para.) 
"Murder  in  the  Night"  (Film  Alliance) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,100.  (Average,  $1,200) 
"The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her"  (RKO) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (ZOth-Fox) 
RKO  FAMTLY— (1,000)   (15c -28c)  3  days. Gross:  $900.  (Average,  $800) "Tre  Letter"  (W.B.) 
KEITH'S— (1500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $4,700.  (Average,  $5,000) 

Harris  Para.  Salesman 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  10. — Nat  Har- 
ris, Paramount  student  salesman  here, 

has  been  appointed  a  salesman  at  the 
local  branch. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

DUMONT  laboratory  engineers  yesterday  claimed  to  have  improved  their 
memory-screen  television  tube  so  that  the  color  is  now  white  instead  of 

orange.  The  tube  is  being  studied  to  make  possible  625-line  television  with 
15  frames  instead  of  the  441-line,  30  frames  per  second,  which  was  approved 
by  the  Radio  Manufacturers  Association.  With  a  more  retentive  screen  there 
can  be  less  frames  per  second  without  nicker  problems. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Allan  Ferris,  WHN  engineer,  is  the  first  among  that 
station's  personnel,  to  be  called  up  to  active  duty.  Ho  leaves  for  the  Navy 
tomorrow.  .  .  .  Edward  Longstreth  has  been  appointed  to  the  newly-created 
post  of  director  of  radio  for  Colgate-P  almolive^P  eet  Co.  .  .  .  Glenn  W. 
Payne,  NBC  commercial  engineer,  has  been  promoted  to  budget  officer.  .  .  . 
Humphrey  Bogart,  Warner  star,  will  make  a  guest  appearance  on  the  Eddie 
Cantor  show  over  NBC-Red  tonight  at  9  P.M.  .  .  .  Jones  Evans  has  been 
promoted  to  sales  manager  of  WBAX,  Wilkes-Barre.  .  .  .  Named  to  the  staff 
of  WBTA,  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  which  is  expected  to  go  on  the  air  next  month 
are  James  E.  Corbett,  Mrs.  Helm  G.  Neville,  and  William  Winn.  .  .  .  Helen 
Burton  has  joined  the  W OR  press  department. 

•  •  • 
Three  special  events  from  Madison  Square  Garden  will  comprise  the 

NBC  television  schedule  next  week.  On  Monday  the  finals  of  the  Journal- 
American  Diamond  Belt  amateur  boxing  tournament  will  be  telecast, 
the  Rangers-Bruins  hockey  game  will  be  televised  Thursday  and  the 
college  basketball  doubleheader  on  Saturday. 

•  •  • 

A  delegation  of  18  songwriters  will  be  sent  by  Ascap  today  to  Fred- 
erick, Md.,  to  participate  in  ceremonies  celebrating  the  boost  in 

WFMD's  power  tonight  between  8-10  P.M.  John  G.  Paine,  Ascap  general 
manager,  and  A.  P.  Waxman,  publicity  director,  will  accompany  the  delega- 

tion which  includes  Sigmund  Spaeth,  Joe  E.  Howard,  Otto  Harbach,  Oscar 
Hammerstein,  2d,  Isham  Jones,  Milton  Ager,  Fred  E.  Ahlerd,  Charles 
Tobias,  Ernie  Bernett,  Dave  Stamper,  May  Singhi  Breen,  Johnny  Mercer, 
J.  Frederick  Koots,  Belle  Fenstock,  Arthur  Schwartz,  Jean  Schwartz,  Nick 
Kenny  and  Peter  De  Rose.  WFMD,  of  course,  has  signed  an  Ascap  contract. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Crawford  Clothes  will  sponsor  Sammy  Kaye's  orchestra 
tomorrow  evening  at  10:15  P.M.  over  WABC.  .  .  .  Gillette  Safety  Razor 
Co.  will  sponsor  the  Orange  Bowl  football  game  from  Miami  over  CBS  and 
Knox  Gelatine  will  sponsor  the  Cotton  Bowl  game  from  Dallas  over  Mutual, 
on  New  Year'  Day.  .  .  .Award  of  the  Lambert  Trophy  to  Boston  College as  the  bast  Eastern  football  team  will  be  broadcast  over  CBS  tonight  at 
11  P.M.  .  .  .  Will  Bradley's  trio  will  be  guests  on  Martin  Block's  "Make 
Believe  Ballroom"  over  WNEW  at  6  tonight.  .  .  .  Harold  M.  Fleming,  Wall 
St.  correspondent  for  the  Christian  Science  Monitor,  will  analyse  business 
conditions  over  WOR  beginning  Saturday  at  9:15  P.M.  He  will  be  heard 
weekly.  .  .  .  WMCA  will  promote  Latin- American  good  will  by  having 
Ida  Bailey  Allen's  cooking  broadcasts  done  in  Spanish  and  relayed  South 
through  WRUL,  Boston  short  wave  station.  .  .  .  Chateau-  Martin  Wines 
started  to  sponsor  "News  Laughs"  over  WOR  yesterday.  The  five-minute show  will  be  heard  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  at  11:15  P.M. 

Agents  Tell  FCC  Radio 

Has  Monopoly  on  Talent 

NBC  Shakeup 

AffectsTalent, 

Program  Units 

In  a  long-expected  shakeup  in 
the  NBC  program  and  artist  man- 

agement divisions,  announcement 
was  made  yesterday  that  the  Artists 
Service  division  had  been  discon- 

tinued, separate  program  managers 
were  named  for  the  Red  and  Blue 
networks  and  numerous  personnel 
shifts  were  made. 

Dr.  Angell  on  Public  Service 

Dr.  James  Rowland  Angell,  former- 
ly educational  counsellor,  has  been 

named  counsellor  for  public  service 
programs,  including  religious,  educa- 

tional, agricultural,  talk  and  children's programs  as  well  as  others  of  a  public 
service  character. 

Artists  Service  was  replaced 
by  the  NBC  Concert  Service 
with  George  Engles,  vice-presi- 

dent, formerly  in  charge  of  Ar- 
tists Service,  heading  the  new 

division.  The  new  department 
will  handle  artists  in  concert 
and  operatic  fields  while  radio 
talent  will  be  handled  by  the 
program  department. 
Phillips  Carlin,  formerly  sustaining 

program  manager,  was  named  man- 
ager of  the  Red  program  department, 

and  William  Hillpot,  formerly  of  Ar- 
tists Service,  will  head  the  Blue.  Both 

serve  under  Sidney  Strotz,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  programs.  Carlin 

and  Hillpot  will  handle  both  sustain- 
ing and  commercial  programs.  Bertha 

Brainard,  formerly  manager  of  the 
commercial  program  division  of  the 
program  department,  will  head  the 
newly  created  program  and  talent 
sales  division. 

Central  Booking  Office 
A  central  booking  office  has  been 

established  with  Helen  Sherwood  as 
manager.  Charles  A.  Wall,  of  the 
treasurer's  office,  has  been  appointed 
business  manager  of  the  program  de- 
partment. 
A  national  production  director  to 

coordinate  of  all  network  programs 
has  been  decided  upon  with  Clarence 
L.  Menser  filling  the  post.  The  New 
York  production  division  has  been  ex- 

panded but  Wilfred  Roberts  will  con- 
tinue as  manager.  Lewis  Titterton, 

manager  of  the  continuity  section, 
Patrick  Kelly,  announcing  section,  and 
N.  Ray  Kelly,  sound  effects,  will  re- 

port to  Roberts. 
Samuel  Chotzinoff  will  head  the 

new  music  division.  Dr.  Frank  Black, 
musical  director,  and  Leo  Spitalny, 
contractor  of  the  house  orchestra,  will 
report  to  Chotzinoff.  A  public  service 
division  has  been  established  and  will 
be  headed  by  Walter  Preston,  Jr.  A 
director  of  talks  will  be  another  office 
but  no  one  has  been  named  to  fill  the 

post. A.  A.  Schechter  will  continue  as 
head  of  news  and  special  events. 

RCA  Closes  Deals 
RCA  Photophone  has  closed  sound 

equipment  deals  with  the  following: 
St.  George,  Staten  Island;  Commu- 

nity, Catskill,  N.  Y. ;  Milroy,  Milroy, 
Pa. ;  Alegrian,  Risco,  Mo. ;  Roxy, 
Johnstown,  Pa. ;  Ritz,  Dunca,  Okla., 
and  the  Echo,  Baltimore. 

Control  of  talent  through  artists  bu- 
reaus by  stations  or  networks  is  op- 
posed to  the  public  interest  and  is  a 

monopolistic  practice,  the  Independent 
Artists'  Representatives  charged  in  a 
brief  submitted  to  the  FCC  by  Gang 
&  Kopp,  I.R.A.  attorneys.  The  brief 
was  submitted  to  enlarge  upon  argu- 

ments made  during  the  hearings  on 
the  monopoly  committee  report  last 
week. 

Dual  Allegiance  Charged 

Alleging  that  the  radio  bureaus  had 
a  dual  allegiance  to  the  advertisers 
and  performers,  the  brief  declared  that 
because  "the  primary  interest  of  the 
broadcasting  companies  is  the  sale  of 
time,  the  interest  of  the  talent  neces- 

sarily suffers."  "The  control  of  talent 
through  exclusive  management  con- 

tracts and  so-called  guaranteed  em- 
ployment contracts  by  broadcasters 

tends  toward  monopoly  and  suppres- 
sion of  competition,"  it  was  said. 

A  control  of  talent  can  be  more  dan- 
gerous than  a  control  of  facilities,  it 

was  said.  At  the  present  time,  every 
musician,  singer  and  artist  of  concert 
stature  must  operate  through  NBC  or 
CBS,  it  was  asserted.  Independent 
agents  cannot  compete  on  representa- 

tion of  announcers  because  broadcast- 
ers monopolize  such  services  through 

artist  bureaus,  the  brief  continued. 
Allege  Bureau  Booking  Forced 

Several  of  the  abuses  alleged  in- 
cluded refusal  of  time  to  night  clubs 

unless  they  booked  talent  through 
broadcasters'  bureaus,  the  advantage 
of  knowing  in  advance  which  com- 

panies had  purchased  network  time, 
and  the  refusal  to  permit  talent  man- 

aged by  independent  agents  to  go  on 
sustaining  shows.  Where  one  network 
has  an  exclusive  contract  with  talent, 
it  rarely  permits  the  performer  to  go 
on  another  network,  to  the  disad- 

vantage of  the  performer,  it  was charged. 

The  brief  proposed  that  FCC  rules 
regulate  talent  agencies  operated  by 
broadcasters. 

Davis  Leads 

Special  Study 

For  11  Cities 

Elmer  Davis,  CBS  newscaster, 
obtained  the  highest  rating  of  13 
programs  in  a  special  survey  con- 

ducted by  the  C.  E.  Hooper  organ-| 
ization  for  Batten,  Barton,  Dur- 
stine  &  Osborne,  according  to  a 
CBS  statement  yesterday. 
The  survey  was  conducted  on  Oct. 

18  in  11  cities  with  more  than  2,000 
personal  interviews.  According  to  the 
survey,  24.3  per  cent  of  all  persons 
interviewed  heard  Davis  each  day,  and 
47.6  per  cent  heard  him  at  least  once 
during  the  week,  with  an  overall  aver- 

age of  3.6  times  weekly  for  all  per- 
sons listening  to  Davis. 

Ratings  for  the  remaining  12  shows 
were  Burns  &  Allen,  43;  Paul  Sulli- 

van, 35;  Al  Pearce,  27.9;  "Believe  It 
or  Not,"  25.8 ;  "Hour  of  Charm,"  25 ; 
Bob  Crosby,  24.8;  "Showboat,"  22.9; 
"Uncle  Walter's  Dog  House,"  22.7 ; 
"Blondie,"  22.5  ;  "Cavalcade  of  Ameri- 

ca," 22.4;  "Uncle  Ezra,"  22.1;  and "Plantation  Party,"  15.1. 

See  Music 

Talks  Futile 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

commercial  programs  does  not  go  into 
effect  until  Sunday. 

In  his  statement,  Waring  declared 
that  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of 
Gene  Buck,  Ascap  president,  to  nego- 

tiate a  change  in  the  structure  of  the 
new  Ascap  contract  from  a  flat  per- 

centage of  all  radio  revenue  to  a  "per 
program"  basis  after  Miller  had  in- dicated that  he  would  be  willing  to 
negotiate  on  such  a  basis.  When  Mil- 

ler was  confronted  with  Buck's  con- sent, according  to  Waring,  Miller 
claimed  that  Buck  was  insincere. 

Miller,  in  his  reply,  declared  that 
Ascap  had  been  called  upon  to  with- 

draw its  present  proposed  contract  and 
submit  a  new  contract  based  on  "per 
program."  Ascap  has  failed  to  do 
this,  Miller  said. 

"I  am  sure  that  Waring  has  tried 
to  free  himself  of  any  natural  bias 
that  he  might  have  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  Ascap," Miller  said. 
Ascap  officials  revealed  that  the 

"Big  3"  of  the  music  publishers,  Rob- 
bins,  Miller  and  Feist,  had  not  yet 
renewed  their  contracts  with  the  so- 

ciety, although  a  spokesman  added 
that  all  questions  had  been  settled  and 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  only  "a  few 
days."  Of  the  remaining  137,  all  but 
two,  Southern  Music  and  E.  B.  Marks 
which  have  already  signed  with  BMI. 
have  renewed  their  Ascap  contracts. 
Meanwhile,  BMI  announced  that 

four  additional  radio  stations  had 
signed  with  them,  bringing  the  total 
to  456. 

The  Sonjj  Writers'  Protective  As- sociation, through  Irving  Caesar, 
president,  last  night  announced  that, 
starting  Jan.  1,  it  would  extend  its 
membership  drive  and  will  seek  to 
protect  its  members'  interests  in  the music  dispute. 
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Argentine  Unit 

Goes  to  BMI; 

Fight  Intense 

Society   Controls  30,000 
Songs;  SPA  to  Picket 

The  first  Ascap  foreign  affiliate 
to  go  over  to  BMI  is  the  Argentine 

,  composers'  society,  it  was  revealed 
i  yesterday  by  BMI.    The  organiza- 

tion, known  as  the  Sociedad  Argen- 
tina de  Autores  y  Compositores  de 

Musica  of  Buenos  Aires,  controls 
about  30,000  selections  including 
much  of  the  popular  tango  music. 
Mexican  and  Cuban  societies  pre- 

viously became  affiliated  with  BMI, 
'  but  the  Argentine  group  is  the  first 
Ascap  group  to  swing  over.  The 
Ascap-networks   dispute   thus  be- 

came more  intense. 
Irving  Caesar,  president  of 

the  Songwriters  Protective  As- 
sociation, yesterday  reiterated 

his  intention  of  having  radio 
stations  picketed  by  song  writ- 

ers in  touring  sound  trucks  if 
they  fail  to  sign  with  Ascap. 
Most  New  York  City  independent 

stations   are   still  mulling  over  the 
Ascap-BMI   situation.    Since   all  of 
them  rely  heavily  on  popular  records 

(.Continued  on  page  8) 

Rubin  Film  Chairman 

Of  Conference  Unit 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  vice-president  of 
M-G-M  has  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  Di- 

vision of  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews. 
Rubin  has  been  active  in  the  work 

of  the  Conference  and  aided  the  cur- 
rent Mobilization  for  National  Unity 

campaign  of  the  Conference.  The  an- 
nouncement of  the  appointment  was 

made  by  Arthur  H.  Compton,  national 
co-chairman  of  the  Conference. 

Atlanta  Is  Set  for 

'Wind'  Anniversary 
Atlanta,  Dec.  11. — -This  city  is 

almost  as  much  excited  about  the 

"anniversary  premiere"  of  David  O. 
Selznick's  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  as 
it  was  at  the  world  premiere  a  year 
ago.  Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Olivier 
and  Alfred  Hitchcock,  director,  will 
arrive  by  plane  from  the  Coast  to- 

morrow morning  for  the  "anniversary 
premiere"  at  the  Loew's  Grand  in  the 
evening. 

It  is  the  first  time  an  anniversary 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

Selznick,  Warner, 

Zanuck  Represent 

Studios  on  Awards 

Hollywood,  Dec.  11. — First  meeting 
of  the  Annual  Awards  Committee  of 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences  will  be  held  next  Tues- 

day, it  was  announced  today  by  Wal- 
ter Wanger,  president. 

Wanger  also  today  appointed  the 
remainder  of  the  committee  member- 

ship. Representing  the  producers  will 
be  David  O.  Selznick,  Jack  L.  War- 

ner and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  with  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  E.  J.  Mannix  and 
Joe  Pasternak  as  alternates. 

The  Science  branch  of  the  Academy 
will  be  represented  by  John  Aalberg, 
John  Arnold  and  Jack  Otterson,  with 
Grover  Laube,  Lyle  Wheeler  and  Ray 
Wilkinson  appointed  alternates. 
Wanger  is  ex-officio  chairman  of 

the  committee.  Academy  officers  Frank 
Capra,  Edward  Arnold,  Robert  Ris- 
kin,  Donald  Gledhill  and  Aalberg  are 
also  members. 

The  awards  for  the  year's  "bests" in  the  various  branches  of  production 
will  be  for  pictures  released  during 
1940,  including  films  publicly  exhib- 

ited in  the  Los  Angeles  district  be- 
fore Jan.  12,  1941.  Previews  will  be 

excluded. 
The  Awards  Committee  is  now 

complete,  with  the  Screen  Actors, 
Writers  and  Directors  guilds  having 
already  named  their  representatives, 
which  have  been  announced.  Further 
plans  are  under  way. 

$1  Extra  Dividend 
On  Loew  Common 

The  board  of  directors  of 
Loew's,  Inc.,  yesterday  de- 

clared a  regular  dividend  on 
the  common  stock  of  50  cents 
a  share  and  an  extra  dividend 
of  $1  a  share,  payable  Dec.  31 
to  stockholders  of  record  on 
Dec.  20.  This  is  the  first 
extra  dividend  declared  by 
the  company  since  June  30, 
1939,  when  an  extra  on  the 
common  stock  of  50  cents  was 

paid. 
Philadelphia  Club 

Banquet  Tonight 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  11. — Frank  C. 

Walker,  Postmaster  General  and  head 
of  Comerford  Theatres,  will  be  hon- 

ored here  tomorrow  night  at  the  sixth 
annual  banquet  of  the  Philadelphia 
Variety  Club  at  the  Bellevue- Strat- ford Hotel. 

About  1,000  persons,  including  many 
executives  and  others  from  New  York, 
are  expected  to  attend.  Ben  Bernie 
will  be  toastmaster  and  Benny  Fields 
master  of  ceremonies  at  the  entertain- 
ment. 
The  list  of  speakers  includes,  in 

addition  to  Walker,  Senator  James  J. 
Davis,  Gov.  Arthur  H.  James  of 
Pennsylvania ;  Harold  G.  Hoffman, 
former  Governor  of  New  Jersey ; 
Spyros  Skouras,  Major  General  Clif- ford H.  Powell  and  Dr.  Alexander 
J.  Stoddard,  superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  public  schools. 

Dietz  Honored  by  Aviation 

WASHINGTON,  Dec.  11.— Howard  Dietz,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  of  M-G-M,  will  be  toastmaster  when  many  of  the 

nation's  notables  assemble  at  the  Hotel  Carlton  here  Tuesday  night  at a  banquet  sponsored  by  the  National  Aeronauti- 
cal Association. 

Admiral  Harold  Stark,  ranking  Navy  officer ; 
Dr.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  director  general  of  the  Pan- 
American  Union ;  Gill  Robb  Wilson,  president 
of  the  N.A.A.,  and  State  Department  representa- 

tives are  scheduled  to  speak  on  subjects  of  timely 
significance,  particularly  national  and  Pan-Amer- 

ican defense. 
The  banquet  will  bring  together  one  of  the 

year's  most  colorful  gatherings  in  the  capital and  will  be  a  highlight  in  the  program  of  events 
in  connection  with  the  N.A.A.  sponsorship  of  the 
"hemispheric  premiere"  of  M-G-M's  "Flight 
Command"  the  same  evening. 

Guests  will  be  transported  to  the  Capitol  Thea- 
Howard  Dietz         tre  for  the  premiere.    Simultaneous  showings  will 

be  held  in  Havana,  Mexico  City  and  Toronto. 

This  will  be  Dietz's  first  appearance  on  a  Washington  rostrum. 
The  N.A.A.  has  designated  the  day  of  the  premiere  as  Pan-American 

Aviation  Day,  and  all  aviation  interests  have  been  asked  to  cooperate, 
The  Pan-American  Union  is  also  aiding. 

Budgets  Set 

For  Regional 

Arbitration 

A. A. A.  Committee  Prepar- 
ing for  Feb.  1  Start 

The  administrative  committee  of 
the  American  Arbitration  Associa- 

tion, which  is  in  charge  of  the 
industry's  arbitration  machinery 
under  the  Federal  consent  decree, 
yesterday  allocated  the  budgets  for 
the  31  local  arbitration  boards  to 
be  set  up  in  exchange  districts. 

This  is  in  preparation  for  the 
start  of  operations  of  the  boards 
in  the  field  by  Feb.  1.  The  com- 

mittee, of  which  Paul  Felix 
Warburg  is  chairman,  also  be- 

gan the  work  of  prescribing 
operating  routines  for  the  re- 

gional boards. 
Due  to  the  addition  of  the  mo- 

tion picture  work  to  AAA.  activ- 
ities, the  organization  will  be 

forced  to  move  to  larger  quarters 
about  Jan.  1,  by  which  time  the 
personnel  of  the  national  appeal 
board  for  the  industry  and  the 
local  arbitration  board  for  the 

New  York  exchange  district  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed. 

The  administration  committee 
now  is  inspecting  several  sites  for 
new  headquarters,  among  them  a 
Rockefeller  Center  location.  A  se- 

lection is  scheduled  to  be  made 
within  a  few  days. 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  American  Arbitra- 

tion Association,  is  due  Saturday 
from  the  Pacific  Coast  area  where 
he  has  set  up  the  local  boards.  He 
will  leave  next  Tuesday  to.  estab- 

lish the  boards  in  the  Midwest. 
Organization  of  the  local  boards 
in  the  Southern  states  will  be  com- 

pleted in  January. 

Loew's,  RKO,  Roxy 

Sign  A.G.V.A.  Pact 
Three  circuits,  Loew's,  RKO  and 

the  Roxy,  have  signed  the  new  con- 
tract with  the  American  Guild  of 

Variety  Artists,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday and  the  remaining  vaudeville 

circuits  plan  to  do  so  later  this  week. 
The  contracts,  however,  will  not  be 

forwarded  to  AGVA  until  all  of  them 
have  been  signed.  The  agreements 
cover  hours,  minimum  wages  and  em- 

ployment of  only  AGVA  members. 
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Army  to  Get  Loew's Times  Square  Booth 
In  line  with  the  current 

interest  in  national  defense, 
Loew's  formally  will  turn 
over  to  the  Army  next  Wed- 

nesday its  red,  white  and  blue 
World's  Fair  perisphere  at 
Times  Square  for  use  as  a 
recruiting  station.  The  struc- 

ture will  be  accepted  in  a 
ceremony  at  1  P.  M.,  with 
Col.  E.  B.  Pierson,  officer  in 
charge  of  recruiting,  accept- 

ing for  the  Army. 

Harris,  O'Donnell 
Club  Dinner  Guests 

Indianapolis,  Dec.  11. — John  H. 
Harris  of  Pittsburgh,  national  chief 
barker  of  the  Variety  Clubs,  and  Rob- 

ert O'Donnell,  assistant  national  chief 
barker  from  Dallas,  will  be  guests  of 
honor  when  the  local  Variety  Club 
holds  its  annual  banquet  for  the  in- 

stallation of  officers  Friday  night  at 
the  Claypool  Hotel  here. 

Others  at  the  speaker's  table  will 
include :  Henry  F.  Schricker,  Gov- 

ernor-elect of  Indiana ;  Mayor  Regi- 
nald H.  Sullivan ;  Samuel  Jackson, 

Indiana  Attorney  General,  and  Col. 
Roscoe  Turner,  speed  flier.  New  of- 

ficers of  the  club  are:  Kenneth  Col- 
lins, chief  barker ;  Arthur  Landes,  as- 

sistant chief  barker ;  Albert  Blocher, 
treasurer,  and  Fred  Greenberg,  secre- 

tary. Carl  Niesse,  former  chief 
barker,  will  be  toastmaster.  A  floor 
show  will  follow  the  banquet. 

New  Lodge  Officers 

Hold  First  Meeting 

First  meeting  of  the  newly  elected 
executive  committee  of  Cinema  Lodge, 
B'nai  B'rith,  was  held  last  night  at 
the  office  of  Arthur  Israel,  Jr.,  presi- 

dent-elect, at  Paramount. 
The  committee  elected  Leon  Gold- 

berg, treasurer  of  RKO  Theatres,  a 
vice-president ;  appointed  Robert  Weit- 
man,  managing  director  of  the  Para- 

mount Theatre,  as  chairman  of  the 
membership  committee,  and  A-Mike 
Vogel,  chairman  of  the  Managers' Round  Table  of  Motion  Picture  Her- 

ald, as  chairman  of  the  program  com- 
mittee. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  installa- 
tion of  officers  early  in  January.  The 

lodge  plans  to  make  this  an  impressive 
affair,  with  industry  leaders  and 
Grand  Lodge  officers  in  attendance. 

Labs  to  Meet  Union 

Today  on  New  Pact 

A  meeting  between  Laboratory  Tech- 
nicians' Union,  Local  702,  and  17  East- 

ern laboratories  will  be  held  today  to 
discuss  terms  of  a  new  contract  to 
go  into  effect  Jan.  1  when  the  existing 
agreement  expires.  The  union  seeks 
a  blanket  contract  covering  all  labor- 

atories instead  of  the  present  separate 
contracts. 

In  addition,  a  uniform  wage  scale 
for  all  technicians  in  the  same  class 
wherever  employed,  increases  in  wages, 
two  weeks'  vacation  for  hourly  as  well 
as  weekly  employes,  and  a  35-hour 
instead  of  40-hour  week  are  sought 
by  the  union. 

Personal  Mention 

MATTHEW  J.  FOX,  Universal vice-president,  is  scheduled  to 
arrive  from  the  Coast  late  next  week 
to  spend  the  holidays  here. 

• 

Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  Paramount  Thea- 
tres executive,  will  be  discharged 

from  LeRoy  Sanitarium  today.  He 
had  been  confined  there  since  Dec  3 
with  injuries  sustained  in  an  auto- 

mobile accident. 

Charles  Stern,  Eastern  district 
manager  for  United  Artists,  will  leave 
for  Miami  by  plane  tomorrow  for  a 
rest. 

Louis  Astor,  circuit  sales  super- 
visor for  Columbia,  is  resting  at  his 

home  and  is  expected  to  report  back 
to  work  on  Monday. 

• 

Paul  Short,  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice division  manager  in  Dallas  and 

newly  elected  Chief  Barker  of  the 
Texas  Variety  Club,  is  due  here  today. 
He  plans  to  remain  a  week. 

• 
A-Mike  Vogel  has  left  for  Califor- nia. 

H.  J.  Yates,  head  of  Consolidated 
Film  Industries,  is  expected  from 
Hollywood  tomorrow. 

• 
William  German,  general  manager 

of  J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  is  due  from 
the  Coast  this  weekend. 

• 
Harry  Rathner  of  Producers  Re- 

leasing Corp.  is  back  from  a  Coast 
visit. • 

Allan  Dwan,  who  is  visiting  in 
New  York,  expects  to  return  to  Holly- wood next  week. 

JOHN  FRIEDL  of  Minnesota »J  Amusement  Co. ;  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
bons  of  Famous  Players  Canadian, 
and  Nate  Goldstein  of  Western 
Massachusetts  Theatres,  are  in  town 
for   Paramount   home   office  confer- 

Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Warner  attorney, 
leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow  by  train 
for  New  York,  after  conferences  with 
Harry  M.  Warner  and  studio  of- ficials. 

• 

M.  A.  Schlesinger,  E.  K.  O'Shea, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  George  Skouras  and 
George  Weltner  having  lunch  yes- 

terday at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the 
Astor. 

• 
Toby  Gruen,  Leonard  Goldenson, 

Austin  Keough,  Barney  Balaban, 
Frank  Phelps,  Arthur  Krim,  El- 

mer Rice,  Clayton  Bond  and  Lee 
S Hubert  at  Sardi's  for  lunch  yester- day. 

• 
Clarence  Eiseman,  B.  S.  Moss 

and   Arthur   Silverstone  lunching 
yesterday  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.). • 
Morris  Kinzler,  Edward  Wolf, 

Seymour  Poe  and  Sam  Tulpin  hav- 
ing lunch  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the Rivoli)  yesterday. 

• 
Martin  Quigley,  Colvin  Brown, 

Jeffrey  Bernerd,  Arthur  Lee,  Sam 
Citron  and  Joseph  Malcolm  lunch- 

ing yesterday  at  the  Tavern. 
• 

Morris  Hadelman,  exhibitor  in 
Shelton  and  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and 
Mrs.  Hadelman  have  announced  the 
engagement  of  their  daughter,  Doro- 

thy, to  Edward  A.  Aaron.  They 
will  be  married  next  Spring. 

Cleveland's  Variety 
Club  Party  Saturday 
Cleveland,  Dec.  11.  —  Bert  M. 

Stearn  will  be  installed  as  1941  chief 
barker  of  the  local  Variety  Club  Sat- 

urday night  when  the  club  holds  its 
annual  installation  banquet  and  dance 
in  the  ball  room  of  the  Hotel  Hol- 
lenden.  The  retiring  president  is  Nat 
L.  Lefton. 

Other  new  officers  who  will  be  in- 
stalled are :  Lester  Zucker,  first  as- 
sistant chief  barker ;  Frank  Drew, 

second  assistant ;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  treas- 
urer, and  Frank  H.  Boyd,  secretary. 

Appointed  1941  directors  are :  Jerome 
M.  Friedlander,  M.  B.  Horwitz,  David 
Miller.  John  Kalafat,  Harry  H.  Gold- 

stein, P.  E.  Essick,  Lefton  and  Nat 
Wolf.  Nat  Holt  is  head  of  the  en- 

tertainment committee,  and  Horwitz 
is  directing  the  sale  of  tickets. 

'Story'  as  Play  Tops 
Minneapolis  Record 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  11. — Katharine 

Hepburn,  in  her  road  show  production 
of  the  play,  "The  Philadelphia  Story," broke  the  house  record  of  the  Lyceum 
last  Saturday,  with  a  $4,000  gross. 
The  figure  was  $250  more  than  the 

orevious  record,  set  by  Helen  Hayes 
in  "Victoria  Regina,"  also  on  a  Sat- 
urdav.  Extra  seats  had  to  be  installed 
in  the  Lyceum  to  take  care  of  100 
ticket  buyers  over  the  house's  capacity of  2,200. 

Cohn  Will  Address 

Ampa  Lunch  Today 
Jack  Cohn,  vice-president  of  Colum- 

bia, will  be  the  principal  speaker  at 
the  Ampa  luncheon  today  in  the  Sun 
Room  of  the  Hotel  Edison.  His  topic 
is  "Let's  Get  Back  to  Showmanship." 
He  will  be  introduced  by  Maurice  A. 
Bergman,  who  recently  resigned  as 
advertising  and  publicity  director  for 
Columbia  to  join  20th  Century- Fox 
as  advertising  manager.  The  sched- 

uled program  also  includes  June 
Prei  sser,  Boris  Karloff  and  Marjorie 
Knapp  of  "Boys  and  Girls  Together," Broadway  musical.  Nate  Spingold 
and  Abe  Schneider  also  will  be  on the  dais. 

RKO  Has  Party  for 

Arnaz,  Lucille  Ball 
Desi  Arnaz  and  his  bride,  Lucille 

Ball,  were  guests  of  honor  yesterday 
afternoon  at  a  cocktail  party  in  the 
Honeymoon  Cottage  Suite  of  the 
Hampshire  House.  They  will  leave 
for  the  Coast  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Among-  those  present  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barret  McCormick,  Sam  Shain, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutgers  Neilson,  Radie 
Harris,  William  Boehnel,  Sherwin 
Kane,  Leo  Brady,  Paul  Mooney,  Fred 
Lynch,  Kenneth  McCaleb,  Al  Steen, 
Hollis  Kennahan,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Morris,  Herbert  Golden,  Alice 
Hughes,  Jesse  Zunser. 

'Wind'  Mexican  Run 

At  Rental  of  70% 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  11.  —  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  will  have  its  Mexi- can premiere  here  about  Jan.  15,  and 
will  play  two  theatres  simultaneously 
at  a  rental  of  70  per  cent,  similar  to 
that  in  the  United  States  on  the 
original  run. 
The  picture  will  play  the  Cine 

Olimpia,  the  only  directly  American- owned  theatre  here,  which  has  just 
been  modernized  and  will  reopen  early 
next  month,  and  at  the  Cine  Iris. 
These  are  the  leading  first  run  the- atres. Prices  will  be  65  cents  and 
70  cents.  The  equivalent  of  45  to  55 
cents  is  the  highest  price  ever 
charged  here,  and  that  for  only  a 
short  time. 

The  picture  will  play  two  perform- 
ances daily,  and  three  on  Sundays  at 

both  houses. 
The  film  has  been  booked  for  six 

weeks  at  the  Olimpia  and  12  weeks 
at  the  Iris,  which  are  unprecedented 

bookings  in  Mexico.  "Rebecca"  hung up  a  previous  record  by  playing  four 
weeks  at  one  theatre  here  last  Fall,  at 
30  to  50  cents  admission. 
Up  to  that  time,  it  was  only  the 

exceptional  picture  which  could  last 
more  than  two  consecutive  weeks  at 
any  one  theatre,  and  then  the  better 
business  was  usually  in  the  second 
week,  when  the  price  generally  was 
reduced.  However,  in  this  instance, 
M-G-M  is  insisting  on  the  higher 
price  level  being  maintained  through- 

out the  run  at  the  two  theatres,  and  its 
booking  contract  will  permit  it  to  re- 

quire an  extension  of  the  engagement 
at  either  or  both  houses  if  the  gross 
appears  to  warrant  such  an  extension. 

Schaefer  Due  from 

Coast  at  Weekend 
George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president, 

is  expected  from  the  Coast  this  week- 
end. N.  Peter  Rathvon,  chairman  of 

the  RKO  executive  committee,  and 
John  E.  Parsons,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors,  are  scheduled  to 
return  to  New  York  with  Schaefer. 

Cantor  at  Strand 
Eddie  Cantor  will  appear  at  the 

Strand  tonight  with  Humphrey  Bo- 
gart,  who  heads  the  stage  show.  Bo- 
gart  recently  appeared  on  Cantor's radio  program. 
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REATEST  attraction  in  the  history  of  show  busi- 

ness," Gone  With  The  Wind"  is  now  available  for 

booking.  As  these  lines  are  printed,  other  lines  wait 

eagerly  at  the  box-office  of  Loew's  Grand  Theatre, 

Atlanta,  where  the  First  Anniversary  Premiere  of 

this  renowned  production  is  being  celebrated. 

ITH  fitting  ceremony,  with  famed  stars  and  festivi- 

ties, "Gone  With  The  Wind"  is  being  launched 

in  Atlanta  prior  to  its  general  release  nationwide. 

The  scene  of  its  original,  spectacular  triumph 

again  resounds  to  acclaim  that  echoes  through  the 

press  of  America  to  the  far  corners  of  the  country. 

HE  magic  name  will  soon  be  on  your  marquee.  For 

the  countless  millions  who  have  not  yet  seen  this 

history-making  entertainment — for  the  countless 

millions  who  wait  to  see  it  again  — "GONE  WlTH 

THE  WlND"  comes  in  its  entirety,  exactly  as  road- 

shown.  Full  length!  Nothing  cut  but  the  price! 

HEN  you  book  it,  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  playing 

an  attraction  which  has  broken  every  existing 

box-office  record  for  extended  runs  and  for  gross 

business  in  its  road-show  engagements;  the  pic- 

ture that  Gallup  poll  figures  reveal  55  million 

Americans  want  to  see.  That  includes  your  patrons. 
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Feature  Review 

"Pony  Post" 
(  Universal) 
JOHNNY  MACK  BROWN,  robust  and  personable,  and  Fuzzy 

Knight,  usually  capable  or  generating  laughter  among  Western 
audiences,  share  about  an  equal  quantity  of  footage  in  this  story  of  a 
pony  express  line  and  saboteurs  in  a  familiar  Western  locale. 

Brown's  role  is  that  of  newly  appointed  manager  of  the  express 
assigned  to  check  unnecessary  losses  and  in  so  doing  his  fists  and 
pistol  are  in  action  a  good  deal  of  the  time.  Knight  is  a  glorified  water 
boy  aspiring  to  be  a  rider  for  the  line. 

The  original  screenplay  is  by  Ralph  Graves,  directed  by  Al  Herman. 
Nell  O'Day,  Dorothy  Short,  Tom  Chatterton,  Stanley  Blystone,  Jack 
Rockwell,  Ray  Teal  and  Kermit  Maynard  are  in  support. 

Running  time,  58  minutes.   *'G."  * 

'Bitter  Sweet' 

Is  Boston  Hit 

With  $37,500 

Boston,  Dec.  11. — "Bitter  Sweet" 
and  "Kit  Carson"  scored  a  total  of 
$37,500  at  two  houses,  with  $16,500 
at  the  Loew's  State  and  $21,000  at 
Loew's  Orpheum.  "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  took  $21,000  at  the 
Metropolitan  on  a  dual  with  "Youth 
Will  Be  Served,"  at  slightly  advanced 
prices. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  4 : 

"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
KEITH  BOSTON  —  (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 

55c).  "Charter  Pilot"  on  screen  4  days with  vaudeville  including  Patricia  Ellis, 
Wally  Vernon,  Dixie  Dunbar,  Arren  and 
Broderick,  Paul  Remos  and  his  Toy  Boys, 
and  Alf  Loyal's  dogs.  "Howards"  and 
"Bit  of  Heaven"  3  days.  Gross:  $4,600- (Average,  $8,000) 
"You'U  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Pastor  Hall"  (U.A.) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL  —  (2,907)  (25c-35c- 

40c-55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $15,500.  (Average, 
$16,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Youth  Will  Be  Served"  (2«ith-Fox) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (39c-44c-55c- 65c)  7  days.     Gross:  $21,000.     (Average  at 

S5c  top,  $15,500) 
"The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) 
PARAMOUNT-1,797)    (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"The  Letter"  (W.B.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) 
FENWAY  —   (1,320)    (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $5,500.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Melody  Ranch"  (Rep.) 
SCOLLAY— (2,500)    (25c-44c-55c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $4,100.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7  days.     Gross:  $16,500.     (Average,  $12,000) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Kit  Carson"  (U.A.) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $21,000.  (Average, 

$17,500) 

Atlanta  Is  Set  for 

'Wind'  Anniversary (Continued  from  page  1) 
premiere  has  been  held  for  any  pic- 
ture. 
A  feature  will  be  the  presentation 

of  "Miss  Anniversary,"  Louella  Stone, 
an  Atlanta  girl  chosen  from  750  con- 

testants who  competed  for  screen  tests 
as  a  promotion  for  the  event.. 

The  stars'  only  appearance  besides the  premiere  will  be  at  the  British 
War  Relief  Society  breakfast  at 
which  they  will  take  part  in  an  auction 
of  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  souvenirs. 

Immediately  following  the  Holly- 
wood contingent's  stage  appearance 

before  the  showing  of  the  film,  they 
will  leave  by  plane  for  Hollywood 
to  permit  Olivier  to  complete  a  pic- 
ture. 

Three  Players  West 
Jeanette  MacDonald  left  yesterday 

by  train  for  the  M-G-M  studio  fol- 
lowing a  concert  tour.  Gene  Raymond, 

her  husband,  accompanied  her  West. 
June  Preisser,  M-G-M  contract  player, 
leaves  today  for  the  Coast  after  a 
New  York  vacation. 

Dramatize  2  Para.  Films 

Two  Paramount  pictures,  "Easy 
Living"  and  "The  Night  of  June  13" 
have  been  dramatized  for  stage  pro- 
duction. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Alley'  Leads  Frisco 

With  $16,500  Gross 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  11. — "Tin  Pan 
Alley"  and  "Haunted  Honeymoon"  did 
$16,500  in  the  second  week  at  the 
Fox.   The  weather  was  excellent. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  3-6 : "You'U  Find  Out"  (RKO) 

GOLDEN   GATE— (2,850)   (35c -40c -55c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.    Stage:  Vaudeville.  Gross: 
$12,500.    (Average,  $15,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
FOX — (5,000)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $16,500.    (Average,  $16,000) 

"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
"Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,440)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $7,500.    (Average,  $8,000) 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (l5c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $9,500.  (Average, 
$11,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,200)  (75c-$1.10)  7 

days,  3rd  week.    Gross:  $11,500.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
ST.  FRANCIS— (1,400)  (15c-3Sc-40c-50c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average, 

$6,000) 
"Lady  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
WARFIELD— (2,680)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 days.    Gross:  $11,000.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"The  Baker's  Wife"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$900.     (Average,  $1,000) 

'Alley9  with  $9,000 

Indianapolis'  Best 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  11. — "Tin  Pan 

Alley"  and  "Murder  Over  New  York" 
did  $9,000  at  the  Circle  and  were  held. 
Also  profitable  were  "Escape"  and 
"Dulcy,"  which  brought  $10,000  to 
Loew's. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  5-6 : "Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $6,200.    (Average,  $5,500) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S-(2.800)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
LYRIC— (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Stage:  Edmund  Lowe  and  Ann  Dvorak  in 

person;  Lawrence  Welk  and  his  orchestra. 
Gross:  $9,000.     (Average,  $8,000) 

Emerson  Yorke  Moves 
Emerson  Yorke  has  moved  his  of- 

fices from  245  West  55th  St.  to  130 
West  46th  St. 

Kansas  City  Gives 

'Escape'  $10,500 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  11. — In  spite 
cold  weather  and  snow,  "Tobacco 
Road"  at  the  Music  Hall  and  the 
Philharmonic,  "Escape"  and  "So  You 
Won't  Talk"  at  the  Midland  drew 
$10,500.  "Arise,  My  Love"  took 
$8,000,  up  $1,000  at  the  Newman. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  3-5: 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ESQUIRE— (800)    (28c-44c)    7   days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $2,800.    (Average,  $2,200) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND  —  (4,000)     (28c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $10,500.    (Average,  $9,500) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)     (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross  $8,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) "Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
ORPHEUM  —  (1,500)    (28c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,600.    (Average,  $S,0O0) 

"The  Gay  Caballero"  (20th-Fox) 
TOWER— (2,200),    (30c)   7  days.  Stage: 

Thurston's    Mysteries    of    India.  Gross: $7,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 
Tin  Pan  Alley  (20th-Fox) 
UPTOWN—  (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $3,100.    (Average,  $3,000) 

'Mounted*  Garners 

$18,000,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Dec.  11. — "North  West 

Mounted  Police,"  with  a  strenuous 
press  and  radio  publicity  campaign 
and  at  slightly  higher  prices,  garnered 

$18,000  at  Loew's  State.  "Great  Dic- 
tator" drew  $5,000  in  its  fifth  and  last week  at  the  Stillman. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  5 : "The  Letter"  (W.B.) 

ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 
WARNER'S  HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) 

"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.B.) "I'm  Still  Alive"  (RKO) 
LAKE— (900)   (28c-40c)   7  days.  Gross: $900.     (Average,  $1,500) 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
RKO    PALACE  —  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

Gloria  Jean  and  stage  show.  7  days.  Gross: 
$11,000.     (Average,  $13,500) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)  (38c-44c-55c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $18,000.  (33c-39c-47c  Aver- 
age, $11,000) "Great  Dictator"  (U.A.) 

LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (75c-$1.10) 
7  days,  5th  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Aver- 

age, $4,000) 

Seiter  with  Universal 
Hollywood,  Dec.  11.  —  William 

Seiter  was  signed  today  by  Universal 
to  direct  two  pictures. 

'Escape'  Hits 

Good  $7,900 

Seattle  Gross 

Seattle,  Dec.  11. — "Escape"  on  a dual  bill  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  was  the 
only  attraction  to  reach  better  than 
average  figures.  It  took  $7,900. 
Christmas  shopping  cut  into  grosses. 
The  weather  was  cold  and  clear. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec  6 : "Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
BLUE  MOUSE— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-6Sc)  7 days.  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,600.  (Average, 

$4,000) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
FIFTH  AVENUE— (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,900.  (Average. 

$7,000) "Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) "Blackout"  (U.  A.) 

LIBERTY  —  (1,800)     (30c-40c-50c-65c  i days.    Gross:  $4,400.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, 

$4,000) "South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,700.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Repub.) "Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. 

Vaudeville  on  stage.  Gross:  $4,900.  (Aver- 
age, $5,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (40c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.    Gross:  $5,800.  (Average, 

$6,000) 

'Escape'  at  $13,500 

Leader  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis,  Dec.  11. — "Escape,"  at Loew's  State,  drew  $13,500,  and 
"Here  Comes  the  Navy,"  revived  at 
the  St.  Louis,  took  $3,000.  Business 
generally  was  about  average. 

Estimated  takings  for  week  ending 
Dec.  5: 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S    STATE— (3,162)  (28c-39c-44c- 56c)  7  days.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average, 

$13,000) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (5,038)  (30c-35c-50c)  7  days.  Larry 

Clinton    &   band   and   Three    Stooges  on 
stage.      Gross:  $10,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"Tim  Pan  Alley"  (2flth-Fox) "Jennie"  (20th-Fox) 

AMBASSADOR— (3,018)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 7  days.    Gross:  $10,000.    (Average,  $11,500) "You'U  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
MISSOURI— (3,514)   (30c-35c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,300.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"Here  Comes  the  Navy"  (W.B.) "Carolina  Moon"  (Rep.) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4,000)  (2Sc-35c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,000.     (Average,  $3,000) 

Change  Effective  Jan.  1 

Des  Moines,  Dec.  11. — The  switch 
of  Raymond  H.  Copeland,  manager  of 
the  Paramount  branch  here,  to  the 
manager's  post  in  Kansas  City,  and 
Joseph  T.  Manfre,  manager  in  Kan- sas City,  to  the  Paramount  exchange 
here,  becomes  effective  Jan.  1. 

To  Produce  for  Mills 

Cinemasters,  Inc.,  headed  by  Arthur 
Leonard  and  Dick  Hyland,  which  has 
been  signed  as  an  Eastern  production 
unit  to  make  films  for  the  Mills- 
Roosevelt  film  machines,  have  signed 
the  bands  of  Vincent  Lopez,  Will 
Bradley  and  Ray  Kinney  for  subjects. 



ters  a re 

FOUR  MOTHERS 

(It  happened  just  in  time  for  New  Years!) 

FOUR  MOTHERS' ^  Starring 

PRISCILLA  LAKE -ROSEMARY  LANE 

LOLA  LANE  -  GALE  PAGE„ . 
SLAUDE  RAINS  -  JEFFREY  LYNN -EDDIE  ALBERT 

May  Robson  •  Frank  McHugh  •  Dick  Foran 
Original  Screen  Play  by  Stephen  Morehouse  Avery 
Suggested  by  the  Book,  "Sister  Act,"  by  Fannie  Hurst •  ti         lillllifl  II     »jr  K-t  mm 
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The  Audit  of  Personalities 

^Jhe  seventh  annual  edition  of  the  inter- 

national REFERENCE  AUTHORITY  ON  TALENT 

VALUES  IS  NOW  IN  PREPARATION. 

THE  BOX  OFFICE  CHAMPIONS  OF  1940  PRE- 

SENTED WITH  COMPLETE  ANALYSIS  AND 

PERSONNEL  CREDITS.  ...  THE  MONEY  MAKING 

STARS  OF  THE  SEASON  EVALUATED  AND  RE- 

PORTED UPON  BY  THE  EXHIBITOR  SHOWMEN 

OF  THE  WORLD. 

THE  RADIO  CHAMPIONS  OF  1940  AS  POLLED 

BY  MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY  AMONG  THE  EDI- 

TORS OF  THE  DAILY  NEWSPAPERS  OF  AMERICA. 

EDITED  BY  TERRY  RAMSAYE. 

QUIGLEY  PUBLICATIONS 

ROCKEFELLER        CENTER,        NEW  YORK 



8 MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY 

■ 

Thursday,  December  12,  1940 

Can't  Happen  Here 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  11 

ALTHOUGH  the  banquet 
-tithe  local  newspaper  and 
magazine  film  critics  associa- 

tion tendered  Linda  Darnell 
was  an  outstanding  success, 
it  was  a  pictorial  failure.  The 
newspaper  photographer  who 
was  commissioned  to  photo- 

graph the  event  made  25  pic- 
tures, very  good  ones. 

But  not  one  of  the  pictures 
showed  Miss  Darnell. 

Off  the  Anten
na 

1"*0  AID  stations  to  meet  the  Ascap  deadline  Dec.  31,  the  NBC  Thesaurus 
division  will  supply  subscribers  with  475  royalty-free  selections  in  addition 

to  the  regular  releases  scheduled  for  Dec.  15  and  Jan.  1,  C.  Lloyd  Egner, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  the  radio-recording  division  announced  yesterday. 
On  Jan.  1,  subscribers  will  have  2,000  royalty-free  selections  on  hand. 
The  music  will  be  made  up  of  public  domain  music  and  compositions  con- 

trolled by  BMI  and  Sesac.  Thesaurus  continuity  is  being  revised  to  include 
only  non-Ascap  music.  Several  new  program  series  are  being  added  and  the 
total  number  of  hours  of  continuity  is  being  increased  from  21  V\  to  24^  hours weekly. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Sammy  Kaye  and  Ella  Fitzgerald  will  debate  the  relative 

merits  of  swing  and  sweet  music  on  the  "High  School  Reportei""  show  over WNEW  tonight  at  8:15  Patricia  Ellis  will  act  as  Master  of  Ceremonies 
an  "Musical  Mysteries"  Sunday  at  3  P.M.  over  WINS  Alonso  Sordo 
Noriega,  Mexico  City  announcer,  has  been  named  chief  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 

■crnmenfs  press  and  publicity  department ...  .Yvette  will  be  guest  on  "Alec 
Templeton  Time"  over  NBC-Red,  Friday,  Dec.  20  at  7  :30  P.M. •  •  • 
WHN  will  entertain  hundreds  of  orphan  children  two  days  before 

Christmas  at  a  studio  party.  Free  toys  will  be  distributed  by  eight  "Santa 
Clauses."  Included  among  the  white-bearded  Kris  Kringles  will  be  Dick 
Fishell,  Art  Green,  Bruce  Wendell,  Bob  Byron,  Charles  McCarthy  and 
Cinderella,  the  station's  mystery  lady. •  •  • 

After  considerable  trouble  encountered  earlier  this  Fall  in  clearing  time 
for  a  five-minute  news  period  at  9:30  P.M.  for  the  Nash  sponsorship 
of  the  Joseph  B.  Kennedy  newscasts,  NBC-Blue  was  advised  yesterday 
that  Nash  was  canceling  the  program  effective  Jan.  6. 

•  •  • 
Ignace  Jan  Padereioski,  noted  Polish  pianist,  expressed  thanks  to  WHOM 

recently  for  the  treatment  accorded  him  upon  his  arrival  in  this  country. 
He  also  expressed  interest  in  the  station's  "Polish  Hour"  and  asked  that  three 
of  his  favorites  be  played.  WHOM  at  6  P.M.  tonight  will  dedicate  a  special 
iS-mimtte  show  to  him.  The  selections  are  "Hungarian  Rhapsody^  Nos.  1 
*and  2"  by  Lisst;  "Fantasia  in  C  Major"  by  Schumann;  and  "Prelude  to 'Parsifal'"  by  Wagner. 

•  •  • 
WNBX,  Springfield,  Vt.,  will  move  to  Keene,  N.  H.,  Dec.  15  and  change 

its  call  letters  to  WKNE.  The  station,  which  is  a  CBS  affiliate,  at  the 
same  time  will  start  operations  with  a  new  transmitter  using  5,000  watts 
instead  of  1,000. 

•  •  • 
Mutual  yesterday  announced  that  it  had  appointed  its  first  South  American 

representative  in  line  with  the  policy  laid  down  by  the  network's  operating board  several  weeks  ago,  to  start  an  exchange  of  programs  with  Latin  America. 
Roberto  Stiglich  will  be  the  new  representative.  He  is  on  a  six  week  tour 
of  South  America  at  present  and  will  make  his  offices  in  New  York  upon 
his  return. 

Nets  Add  Stations; 

MutuaVs  Total  165 

Mutual  on  Jan.  1  will  add  two  affi- 
liates to  bring  the  total  list  to  165. 

They  are  WDEF,  Chattanooga,  which 
operates  on  1,370  k.c.  with  250  watts, 
and  WBIR,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on  1,210 
k.c.  with  100  watts. 

On  the  same  date,  WFPS,  Spartan- 
burg, S.  C.  will  replace  WORD,  there, 

operated  by  the  same  owner,  as  the 
CBS  outlet  there.  WFPS  operates  on 
920  k.c.  with  1,000  watts  until  the 
local  sunset  but  now  has  a  construc- 

tion permit  for  a  full  time  transmitter 
which  is  expected  to  go  on  the  air 
about  March  28. 
On  Friday  of  this  week,  WINN, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  1,210  k.c,  with  250 
watts  day  and  100  watts  night,  will 
join  NBC-Blue  as  a  supplementary 
outlet  to  the  basic  Blue.  Network 
rate  will  be  $120  per  evening  hour. 

CBC  Chief  Attacks 

Inefficiency  Charge 
Montreal.  Dec.  11. — Rene  Morin, 

chairman  of  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corp.  board,  has  answered  charges 

of  incompetence  and  inefficiency  in 
CBC  ranks  made  by  Alan  B.  Plaunt, 
who  resigned  from  the  board.  Morin 
said  many  of  Plaunt's  recommenda- tions were  debatable. 
In  an  official  statement  Morin 

pointed  out  that  Plaunt  was  a  member 
of  the  board  for  four  years  during 
which  time  he  appeared  to  be  in  agree- 

ment with  all  policies.  Morin  added 
that  "the  violence  of  the  recent  de- 

nunciations leave  the  impression  that 
public  interest  is  not  the  only  motive 
behind  them."  Plaunt  expressed  sur- prise at  the  statement  but  said  that 
he  was  awaiting  the  formation  of  a 
parliamentary  committee  as  the  proper 
place  to  debate  the  issues. 

Ask  FCC  Authority 
For  2  FM  Stations 

Washington,  Dec.  11. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

been  asked  to  authorize  the  construc- 
tion of  another  FM  broadcasting  sta- 
tion in  New  York  and  an  FM  station 

at  Portland,  Ore. 
The  applications  were  filed  by  the 

Bremer  Broadcasting  Corp.,  New 
York,  proposing  a  47,100-kilocycle 
station  to  cover  8,500  square  miles 
with  a  population  of  11,325,000,  and 
KOIN,  Inc.,  Portland,  asking  the  44,- 
500-kilocycle  frequency  for  a  station 
to  cover  8,175  square  miles  with  a 
population  of  608,611. 
The  commission  also  received  an 

application  from  the  Butler  Broadcast- 
ing Co.  for  a  construction  permit  for 

a  new  680-kilocycle,  250-watt  daytime 
station  at  Butler,  Pa. 

Chance  Games  Legal, 

Phila.  Court  Rules 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  11.  —  Chance 
games  for  theatres  were  approved  by 
the  Philadelphia  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  in  a  decision  handed  down 
yesterday  by  Howard  A.  Davis,  pres- 

ident. The  games  were  ruled  legal 
provided  they  conform  to  the  condi- 

tion that  they  are  games  in  which 
luck  plays  no  part  and  only  skill 
counts.  This  decision  was  the  first 
which  exhibitors  have  won  in  the 
local  courts,  which  heretofore  have 
banned  the  games. 

Scientists  at  'Fantasia' 
Members  of  the  New  York  Acad- 

emy of  Sciences  attended  a  special 
screening  of  "Fantasia"  at  the  Broad- 

way last  night,  prior  to  the  Acad- 
emy's annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel Astor.  Scientific  and  Art  aspects  of 

the  picture  will  be  discussed  at  the 
dinner  by  various  speakers. 

Col.  Sets  Shorts  Series 

Plans  for  production  of  a  series  of 
"Junior  Quiz  Parade"  short  subjects, 
which  will  feature  a  group  of  juven- 

ile experts,  have  been  completed  by 
Columbia. 

Take  Depositions  in 

Folley  Trust  Action 
Notice  was  filed  yesterday  in  the 

U.  S.  District  Court  that  Folley 
Amusement  Corp.  will  take  the  depo- 

sitions of  Harry  Decker,  Roy  Haines, 
and  Edward  Schnitzer  of  Warners 
before  trial.  The  examinations  are  in 
reference  to  Folley's  $250,000  anti- 

trust triple  damage  suit  against  the 
eight  major  companies,  Republic  and 
Monogram.  Defendants  are  charged 
with  forcing  the  plaintiff  to  close  the 
Folly  in  Brooklyn  because  of  lack  of 
product. 

Awarded  $4,500  Costs 
Warners,  NBC,  CBS  and  a  number 

of  music  publishing  houses  yesterday 
were  awarded  $4,500  costs  by  Federal 
Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum  in  the  suit 
brought  against  them  by  Joseph  John 
Davila.  The  suit  claims  that  "The 
Desert  Song"  infringed  uoon  the  plain- 

tiff's composition,  "If  I  Were  a  Spider 
and  You  Were  My  Fly."  Judge  Man- delbaum had  dismissed  the  suit. 

Lewis  to  Columbus 

Columbus,  O.,  Dec.  11.  —  Leon 
Lewis,  service  manager  at  the  RKO 
105th  Street,  Cleveland,  has  been  ap- 

pointed assistant  manager  of  the  RKO 
Grand  here,  which  is  managed  by 
Charles  Winthrop. 

Argentine  Unit  to 

BMI;  Fight  Grows 
{Continued  from  page  1) 

there  is  a  considerable  likelihood  that 
they  will  sign  with  both  Ascap  and 
BMI.  Most  of  them,  however,  are 
not  likely  to  make  any  final  decision 
until  they  are  positive  that  there  will 
be  no  settlement. 
Both  CBS  and  Mutual  yesterday 

continued  the  Ascap  deadline  on  com- 
mercial programs  at  Dec.  31  despite 

the  fact  that  NBC  on  Tuesday  ad- 
vanced the  commercial  deadline  to 

Dec.  23.  Indicentally,  as  a  result  of 
the  complete  NBC  ban  on  that  date, 
several  Ascap  tunes  which  are  played 
repeatedly  during  the  holiday  season 
will  be  off  the  air  for  the  first  time. 
These  Christmas  favorites  include 
"Santa  Claus  is  Coming  to  Town," 
"Santa  Claus  Express,"  "Santa,  Bring 

My  Mommy  Back  to  Me,"  and  "Babes 

in  Toyland." 
Fight  Mexico  Union 

Picture  Censorship 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  11. — Protests 
have  been  made  by  a  group  of  local 
film  men  to  President  Manuel  Avila 
Camacho  against  the  procedure  long 
exercised  by  the  Federation  of  Mexi- 

can Workers  of  banning  pictures  that 
it  does  not  approve.  The  latest  such 
banning  was  "He  Stayed  for  Break- 

fast," which,  though  the  Mexican  cen- sors had  approved  it,  was  forbidden  by 
the  Confederation  on  the  eve  of  its 
exhibition  at  the  Cine  Teatro  Ala- 

meda here. 
The  Confederation  explained  that  it 

objects  to  this  film  because  it  ridicules 
Communism.  "Ninotchka"  was  banned 
for  a  similar  reason  some  time  ago 
by  the  Confederation.  Vicente  Lom- 
bardo  Toledano,  chief  of  the  Confed- 

eration, told  an  executive  of  the  Ala- 
meda, who  asked  him  just  why  his  or- 

ganization had  banned  "Breakfast," that  he  could  not  answer  that  question 
until  after  he  had  conferred  with  other 
leaders  of  the  Confederation.  Presi- 

dent Camacho  promised  an  investiga- tion. 

Seek  Mexican  Law 

To  Aid  Vaudeville 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  11. — Organized 

unemployed  theatrical  people  have  pe- 
titioned Congress  to  enact  a  Federal 

law  which  would  make  it  mandatory 
for  all  film  theatres  to  present  daily  at 
least  one  act  of  vaudeville. 

These  compulsory  stage  shows,  the 
petitioners  contend,  would  eliminate 
unemployment  in  show  business. 

Hernandez  Heads 

Mexico  City  Films 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  11. — The  film 

industry  has  a  new  Municipal  head, 
Guillermo  Hernandez,  noted  boxing 
promoter.  He  has  assumed  the  post 
of  chief  of  the  Civic  Amusements  De- 

partment, which  supervises  all  amuse- ments in  the  city. 

Iowa  Manager  Shifted 

Ames,  la.,  Dec.  11. — Forest  J.  Sor- enson,  with  the  Ames  Theatre  Co. 
here  for  the  past  10  years,  has  been 
named  manager  of  Central  States 
Grand  Theatre  at  Estherville,  la. 
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Industry  Vital 

Walker  Tells 

Variety  Club 

Makes  Address  at  Phila. 

Banquet;  965  Present 

By  SAM  SHAIN 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  12. — Frank  C. 

Walker,  Postmaster-General,  address- 
ing the  sixth  an- 

nual banquet  of 
the  Philadelphia 
Variety  Club  at 
Bellevue  -  Strat- 

ford Hotel  here 
tonight,  told  the 
assembled  guests 
that  a  better  un- 

derstanding of  the 
industry's  vital role  in  American 
life  is  coming. 

There  were  965 
persons  present 
from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  in- 

cluding many  New  York  executives. 
The  consensus  was  that  this  was  the 
greatest  dinner  the  Club  has  held. 
Ben  Bernie  was  toastmaster.  He 

presented  a  check  for  $2,000  to  Super- intendent of  Schools  Alexander  J. 
Stoddard  for  construction  of  a  spastic 
pool  for  paralytic  children.  Dr.  Leon 

I  Levy,  incoming  Chief  Barker,  an- 
nounced that  when  Bernie  was  ten- 

dered a  check  for  his  services  at  the 
dinner,  he  turned  it  back  to  the  Club 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Frank  C.  Walker 

Pre-Holiday  Slump 

Sets  In  on  B'way Midweek  grosses  slumped  during 
the  past  few  days  as  the  Christmas 
shopping  season  started  to  take  its 
toll.  Pleasant  weather  for  shoppers 
contributed  to  the  drop.  However, 
strong  weekend  takes  helped  bolster 
the  totals  for  the  full  week. 
I  At  the  Music  Hall,  "Thief  of  Bag- 

dad" with  a  stage  show  drew  an  esti- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Universal  to  Buy 

$1,000,000  of  Its 

Preferred  Stock 

Alfred  Katz  Named 

U.A.  Japan  Manager 
Alfred  Katz  has  been  appointed 

general  manager  for  United  Artists 
in  Japan,  Walter  Gould,  general  for- 

eign manager  ,  announced  yesterday. 
Katz,  for  many  years  manager  for 
M-G-M  in  Poland,  succeeds  Joe  Goltz, 
who  has  been  transferred  as  general 
manager  in  China.  Goltz  replaces 
Norman  Westwood,  resigned. 

Universal  board  of  directors  yester- 
day authorized  the  allocation  of  $1,- 

000,000  out  of  capital  surplus  for  the 
purchase,  on  offering,  of  a  large  part 
of  the  company's  outstanding  first 
preferred  stock. 

This  action  was  taken  at  a 
special  meeting  following  an 
unaudited  estimate  that  the 

company's  net  earnings  for  the fiscal  year  ended  Nov.  2  were 
approximately  $21400,000  after 
all  charges  including  estimated 
taxes,  but  also  including  $1,- 
560,000  of  blocked  currency  in 
Great  Britain  accumulated  dur- 

ing the  year. 
After  considerable  market  activity  in 

the  stock  all  week,  the  issue  closed 
yesterday  at  119,  up  nine  points  on  the 
day's  trading,  indicating  that  the  tend- ers for  sale  of  the  stock  will  be  about 
that  price.  This  would  permit  the 
purchase  of  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
outstanding  shares.  The  previous 
price  range  of  the  issue  during  the 
past  year  has  been  from  95,  low,  to 
112,  high. 

There  are  15,330  shares  of  Univer- 
sale eight  per  cent,  $100  par,  first 

preferred  stock  outstanding.  No  divi- 
dends have  been  paid  on  the  stock 

since  Oct.  1,  1932.  Accumulated  divi- 
dends amount  to  almost  $1,000,000,  or 

about  $65  per  share. 
Tenders  for  sale  to  Universal  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

THEATRES  WARNED 

ON  TAX  EVASIONS 

Gov't  Offers 

'Little  Three' 

Trial  Respite 

Assurances  were  given  Universal, 
Columbia  and  United  Artists  by  the 
Department  of  Justice  yesterday  that 
the  four  Government  suits  pending 
against  them  would  be  tried  in  an 
'orderly  manner,"  which  would  not 
necessitate  the  defense  by  the  com- 

panies of  more  than  one  of  the  actions 
at  a  time. 

Acting  on  the  Government's  assur- ances, the  three  companies  withdrew 
their  motion  pending  before  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  and  sched- uled for  hearing  today,  which  asked 
that  the  Government  suits  in  Buffalo, 
Nashville  and  Oklahoma  City  be  held 
in  status  quo  until  the  New  York  suit 
has  been  decided. 

The  three  companies  withdrew  this 
motion  without  prejudice  to  renew  it 
in  the  event  the  Government's  trial 
procedure  on  the  several  suits  is  not 
acceptable  to  the  defendants.  The  De- 

partment of  Justice  is  expected  to  ad- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Cohn  Scores  Suggestive 

Theatre  Ads  as  'Insult 

By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 
Suggestive  film  theatre  advertising 

was  scored  as  an  "insult  to  the  indus- 
try" by  Jack 

Cohn,  Columbia 
vice  -  president, 
in  an  informal 

talk  on  "Show- 
manship" at  the 

Ampa  luncheon 
meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Edison 
yesterday. 
Cohn  said  he 

referred  partic- 
ularly to  those 

exhibitors  who 

go  out  of  their 
way  to  achieve 
a  suggestive  in- ference, wholly 
unwarranted  by 

anything  contained  in  the  picture  ad- 

Jack  Cohn 

vertised,  in  offering  films  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  cited  copy  appearing  in  a 

Midwestern  newspaper  which  featured 
the  title  "Girls  on  Call,"  which  had 
been  gratuitously  substituted  for 
"Glamour  for  Sale,"  the  company's 
release  title.  The  Columbia  execu- 

tive good-naturedly  chided  the  adver- 
tising men  in  the  audience  for  having 

such  "cinches"  as  films  to  write  copy 
about,  yet  occasionally  failing  to  sell 
them  properly. 
"The  motion  picture  advertising 

man,"  Cohn  said,  "has  something 
glamorous,  fascinating,  to  write  copy 
about.  Not  only  that,  but  he  gets  an 
entirely  new  product  every  week. 
What  if  you  had  to  write  about  head- 

ache powder  or  stomach  pills — the 
same  product  over  and  over? 

"There  are  only  15  or  20  places  in 
the  entire  country  in  which  outstand- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Swift,  Severe  U.  S.  Action 
To  Follow  Violation, 

Tax  Chief  Says 

Washington,  Dec.  12. — A  sharp 
warning  to  exhibitors  that  evasion 
of  the  admission  tax  will  be  fol- 

lowed by  swift  and  severe  action 
was  issued  today  by  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  Guy  T.  Hel- 
vering. 

The  Commissioner  pointed  out  as 

an  example  of  the  Government's  de- termination to  stamp  out  tax  violations 
the  case  brought  early  this  month 
against  Pietro  Garofalo,  president  of 
the  Cine  Lux  Corp.,  New  York, 
where  a  plea  of  guilty  in  the  Federal 
District  Court  brought  fines  of  $5,000 
on  the  corporation  and  $2,000  on  Garo- 

falo, who  also  was  sentenced  to  two 
months  in  prison  and  deportation  to 
Italy  thereafter. 

Garofalo  made  returns  to  the  Col- 
lector of  Internal  Revenue  each  month 

but  did  not  remit  the  tax.  His  de- 
fense was  that  he  used  the  money  to 

pay  the  operating  expenses  of  the  the- 
atre and  corporation. 

"The  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 
is  taking  vigorous  action  against  those 
owners  and  operators  of  theatres, 
cabarets,  night  clubs  and  other  places 
of  amusement  which  collect  admission 
taxes  and  do  not  remit  them  to  the 
Government,"  Helvering  said.  "The Cine  Lux  Corp.  case  evidences  the 
swiftness  and  thoroughness  with  which 
the  bureau  is  moving  to  clean  up  this 

situation." Para,  to  Instruct 

Staffs  In  Decree 

An  analysis  of  the  New  York  con- 
sent decree  as  it  applies  to  the  field 

sales  forces  of  consenting  companies 
is  being  prepared  for  the  Paramount 
sales  department  by  Austin  C.  Keough. 
vice-president  and  general  counsel, 
and  Louis  Phillips,  home  office  attor- 

ney. 

When  completed,  copies  of  the  me- morandum will  be  distributed  to  all 

members  of  the  company's  sales  force 
by  Keough  and  Phillips,  who  will 
individually  visit  every  Paramount 
branch  in  the  country  to  instruct  the 
men  in  their  responsibilities  under  the 
decree  and  to  answer  questions  con- cerning it. 

The  first  of  the  meetings  will  be 
held  for  the  New  York  exchange  in 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  12 

HAL  ROACH  and  John  L.  Krue- ger  have  made  a  deal  under 

which  the  latter  will  use  Roach's 
United  Artists  release  for  two  pic- 

tures, the  first  of  which  will  be 
"Washington  Correspondent,"  from  a 
story  by  Leonard  Ross.  Krueger  is  a 
former  personal  business  manager, 
making  his  headquarters  at  the  Roach 
lot.  Shooting  will  start  in  February. 

• 

First  local  suit  for  overtime  pay 
allegedly  due  a  film  worker  under 
the  Wages  and  Hours  Act  is  on  file 
today  in  Federal  Court  at  Los  An- 

geles by  Mervyn  Freeman,  camera- 
man, against  Pathe  News.  Freeman, 

a  member  of  Local  659,  I.A.T.S.E., 
seeks  $7,872  for  overtime  alleged  due 
and  a  similar  amount  for  damages. 

• 

Sol  Wurtzel,  20th  Century-Fox  pro- 
duction executive,  will  leave  Saturday 

by  plane  for  Mexico  City  from  where 
he  will  fly  to  Buenos  Aires  on  a 
vacation.  He  is  due  back  at  the  studio 
March  7.  While  in  South  America 
he  will  investigate  possible  background 
material  for  films. 

• 

Edwin  Knopf,  former  story  editor 
for  M-G-M  here,  has  been  given  a 
production  assignment  by  M-G-M.  It 
is  Bayard  Veiller's  "The  Trial  of 
Mary  Dugan."  Laraine  Day  will  have the  title  role. 

SPG  Pact  Parleys 
To  Start  This  Month 
National  Labor  Relations  confer- 

ences on  bargaining  contracts  for  the 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  with  the 
major  companies  here  are  scheduled  to 
start  before  Christmas,  it  was  said  at 
a  Guild  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Picca- 

dilly last  night. 
The  meeting,  attended  by  about  160, 

heard  a  talk  by  Ralph  Morgan,  presi- 
dent of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  in 

which  he  pledged  his  group's  support 
to  the  publicity  men's  union.  Rose- 

mary Lane  also  spoke  briefly. 
Joseph  Gould  of  United  Artists  was 

nominated  by  acclamation  for  a  second 
term  as  president.  There  will  be  con- 

tests for  the  other  offices.  Elections 
will  be  held  next  week. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street 

Rivoli  Theatre)  Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  In  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES 
from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Personal 

WA.  SCULLY,  Universal •  general  sales  manager,  and 
J.  H.  Seidelman,  foreign  manager, 
leave  today  for  studio  conferences.  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  board  chairman, 
will  leave  Sunday.  They,  plan  to  re- 

turn with  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent, early  in  January. • 

George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of 
RKO,  will  leave  the  Coast  today  by 
train  and  is  due  here  Monday. 

• 

Ben  Cohen,  manager  of  the  Metro, 
Bombay,  India,  is  due  in  New  York 
next  week  on  a  visit.  He  formerly 
was  manager  of  Loew's  College,  New Haven. 

• 

Arthur  Herschman,  Loew  thea- 
tres publicity  man,  is  in  French  Hos- 
pital with  bronchial  pneumonia. 

• 

Milton  Weiss  of  the  M-G-M  pub- 
licity staff  is  due  back  early  next  week 

from  a  Coast  vacation. 
• 

Solomon  Strausberg,  vice-president 
of  the  Interboro  Circuit,  Brooklyn, 
and  Joan  Phyllis  Horwitz  are  to 
be  married  Sunday. 

• 
Joseph  Vogel,  Edward  Peskay, 

Ben  Bernie  and  Harry  Bernstein 

having  lunch  yesterday  at  Lindy's (next  to  the  Rivoli). 
• 

William  J.  Heineman,  James  Jor- 
dan, Walter  Futter,  Leo  Abrams, 

Emanuel  Silverstone  and  Douglas 
Rothacker  at  the  Tavern  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

Canada* s  Air  Aces 

At  'Flight'  Dinner 
Toronto,  Dec.  12. — High  officers  of 

the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force,  Royal 
Air  Force,  the  Royal  Norwegian  Air 
Force  and  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Corps 
now  in  Canada  are  among  the  invited 
guests  at  a  dinner  of  the  Toronto 
Flying  Club  to  commemorate  Pan- 
American  Aviation  Day  and  the  37th 
Anniversary  of  the  first  flight  by  a 
heavier-than-air  machine  next  Tues- 

day, which  will  precede  the  Canadian 
premiere  of  "Flight  Command"  at 
Loew's  Theatre  here. 
The  principal  speaker  will  be  Air 

Marshal  W.  A.  Bishop,  Canada's  out- 
standing ace  of  the  World  War.  Mem- 

bers of  the  Joint  Defense  Board  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  are 
expected  to  attend. 

Washington  Dinner  Broadcast 
The  National  Aeronautical  Associa- 

tion dinner  in  Washington  Tuesday 
evening  in  connection  with  the  pre- 

miere of  the  film  there  will  be  broad- 
cast over  the  Mutual  network. 

'Story'  in  Two  Houses 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  12.  —  M-G-M's 

"The  Philadelphia  Story"  has  been 
booked  into  the  Strand  here  to  play 
day-and-date  with  the  second  week  at 
the  Fox  Wisconsin. 

June  Preisser  Party 
Armando,  the  artist,  gave  a  party 

yesterday  for  June  Preisser  in  the 
Bacardi  Room  at  the  Empire  State Building. 

Mention 

MARVIN  SCHENCK,  of  Loew's is  expected  back  from  the  Coast today. 

• 

Leon  Netter,  Paramount  home  of- 
fice theatre  executive,  has  returned 

from  a  Southern  business  trip. 
• 

Al  Steffes  of  Minneapolis  plans 
to  leave  for  Miami  over  the  weekend. 

• 
Gregory  Ratoff,  Harry  Gold,  Jack 

Gluckman,  Harry  Brandt  and  Irv- 
ing Berlin  lunching  at  Lindy's  (51st 

St.)  yesterday. • 
Arthur  Loew,  John  Byram, 

Charles  Sonin,  Max  Wolf,  Guy 

Bolton,  and  J.  J.  Murdock  at  Sardi's for  lunch  yesterday. 
• 

Edmund  Grainger,  Adolph  Zukor, 
Milton  Kusell,  Leon  Netter,  Ed 
Saunders  and  Toby  Gruen  lunching 
yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor. 

• 
Jimmy  Sileo,  theatrical  photog- 

rapher, is  due  today  from  a  three- 
week  trip  to  Mexico. 

• 

Boris  Morros,  producer  for  Para- 
mount, will  stop  off  at  Minneapolis 

tomorrow  on  his  way  East. 
• 

Phil  Engel  of  Warners'  exploita- tion staff  leaves  today  for  a  tour  of 
New  England. 

• 
George  Landers,  manager  of  E.  M. 

Loew's  house  in  Hartford,  is  back 
from  California. 

Santa  Fe  Ready  for 

Opening  of  Picture 
Santa  Fe.,  N.  M.,  Dec.  12  — 

Preparations  have  been  completed  for 
the  three-day  program  in  connection 
with  the  three-theatre  world  premiere 
here  Saturday  of  Warners'  "Santa  Fe 

Trail." 

Two  special  trains,  one  from  Holly- 
wood and  the  other  from  New  York, 

met  today  at  Lamy,  N.  M.,  and  will 
arrive  here  tomorrow  as  one  20-car 
special  train.  News  and  trade  paper 
representatives  are  attending  the 
premiere.  The  Coast  contingent  is 
headed  by  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity, 
and  includes  Errol  Flynn  and  Olivia 
de  Havilland,  stars  of  the  picture. 

The  picture  will  be  shown  Saturday 
evening  at  the  Burro  Alley,  Lensic  and 
Paris  theatres.  The  ceremonies  launch- 

ing the  three-day  fiesta  will  begin  to- 
morrow afternoon,  with  a  reception 

for  the  guests  by  Mayor  Clyde  Ting- 
ley. 

Lab  Leaders  Meet 

With  Union  on  Pact 

Heads  of  six  laboratories  met  yes- 
terday with  Laboratory  Technicians' 

Union,  Local  702,  in  an  informal  meet- 1 
ing  at  the  Hotel  Piccadilly,  to  discuss 
terms  of  a  new  contract  which  is  to 
go  in  effect  when  the  present  contract 
expires  Dec.  31.  It  was  decided  that 
the  employers  would  meet  separately 
in  the_  near  future  to  form  their  own committees  and  reconvene  with  Local 
702  when  some  definite  policy  had 
been  formulated. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

THIRST  pictures  of  the  earthquake -L  in  Roumania,  an  assortment  of  war 
clips  and  coverage  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Windsor  in 
Miami  constitute  the  important  news 

in  the  weekend  issues.  The  reels'  con- tents follow:  , 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  28-Earthquake 
in  Roumania.  Windsors  arrive  in  Florida. 
Michigan  troops  in  ski  maneuvers.  Ger- 

man bomber  crashes  in  Kent.  Britain's king  and  queen  at  airplane  factory.  Air 
raid  damage  in  English  towns.  Plane manufactures  visit  pilots  in  London.  War 
equpiment  arrives  in  Egypt.  Italian  sub- 

marine escapes  British  destroyer  near  Gi- braltar.   Art  week  in  Florida. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  226— Tower 

of  London  hit  by  bomb.  Houses  in  London 
destroyed.  King  and  Queen  at  plane  fac- 

tory. English  girls  aid  air  defense.  Rou- manian earthquake.  Imperial  Japan  has  a 
birthday.  Windsors  greeted  in  Miami.  Art 
week  in  Florida.  Alice  Marble  named  first 
woman  athlete.    Aquatic  rodeo. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  31— Anthony 

Eden  views  British  drive  in  Egypt.  Earth- 
quake in  Roumania.  Wrestling  in  Boston. 

Navy  pilot  lands  plane  in  Jamaica  Bay. Sailors  skate  on  Rockefeller  Center  ice 
rink.  Tom  Harmon  awarded  Heisman 
Trophy.  War  in  China.  Duke  and  Duchess of  Windsor  in  Miami. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  31— Roumanian earthquake.  Troops  in  training  at  Fort 

Benning,  Ga.  Duke  and  Duchess  arrive  in 
Florida.  New  radio  communication  system 
demonstrated  in  New  Jersey.  Female 
wrestlers  in  Del  Monte.  Mrs.  Roosevelt 
discusses  migratory  workers.  Christmas 
trees  cut  in  Colorado.  Michigan  gas  well 
burns. 

UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  936- 
Roumanian  earthquake.  Japs  bomb  Chun- 

king. Clear  debris  in  London  after  air 
raids.  Polish  troops  trained  in  Scotland. Indian  fliers  train  with  the  R.  A.  F.  War 
weapons  arrive  in  Egypt.  Italian  sub- marine chased  to  safety  off  Gibraltar. 
Windsors  hailed  in  Miami.  Navy  pilot 
lands  plane  in  Jamaica  Bay.  "Crown  of the  Andes"  jewel  in  church  ceremony.  New rubber  bathing  suits.  Skiing  at  Bear 
Mountain.  Blind  circus  star  performs  in Texas. 

Shift  Loew  Managers 
Brock  Whitlock,  former  assistant 

manager  at  Loew's  Capitol,  Washing- ton, has  been  named  manager  of 
Loew's  Columbia  there,  replacing 
Frank  Taylor.  Theodore  Teschner, 
assistant  manager  of  Loew's  Stillman, Cleveland,  has  been  named  manager 
of  the  house,  replacing  Walter  Cald- 

well. Joseph  R.  Vogel,  head  of 
Loew's  out-of-town  theatres,  made 
the  changes. 
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A  tbe  critics  are  giving  ̂   ^  t** 

Listen  to  the  Boys  swing  those  adjectives 

"One  of  the  gayest,  fresh- 
est and  most  exhilarating 

gems  of  entertainment 

filmed  this  year.  In  the 

box  office  bag — a  show 
for  Paramount  to  thunder 

from  the  roof-tops! 

— Hollywood  Reporter 

"Should  have'  full  houses 

all  along  the  line.  Scores 

solidly!"       —  Daily  Variety 

"Hits  the  right  tempo  for 
box  office  appeal '—Film  Daily 

"Has  plenty  of  appeal. 
Looks  like  a  sure-fire 

winner!" 
— Showmen's  Trade  Review 

"'Second  Chorus'  is  a  dandy, 

with  Miss  Goddard  re- 

vealed as  a  first-class 

hoofer!" 

— John  Chapman,  Hollywood 

Columnist,  N.  Y.  Daily  News 

"The  fans  of  Astaire  will 

be  pleased  with  the  latest 

efforts  of  their  favorite!" 
— Sidney  Skolsky,  Nationally 

Syndicated  Hollywood  Columnist 

"Clicks  along  at  a  fast 

tempo  for  solid  comedy 

and  laughs!"      — Variety 

Help  yourself  to  a  Happy  New  Year 

with  Paramount  s  "SECOND  CHORUS" 
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RKO  Sets  Program 
To  Latin  America 

RKO  yesterday  became  the 
first  film  company  to  sponsor 
a  short  wave  radio  program 
to  Latin  America,  when  it 
contracted  for  three  15-min- 
ute  programs  over  NBC  Sta- tions WRCA  and  WNBI,  to 

exploit  "Too  Many  Girls." The  deal,  for  the  three  shows 
only,  has  no  relation  to  the 
general  industry  spronsorship 
of  the  year's  series  which NBC  is  seeking. 

Desi  Arnaz,  featured  in  the 
film,  will  sing  several  songs 
and  be  interviewed  by  the 
Cuban  actress,  Hilda  Moreno. 
The  deal  was  set  by  Phil 
Reisman,  RKO  foreign  head, 
and  L.  P.  Yandell,  director  of 
the  NBC  international  divi- 

sion. The  programs  will  be 
heard  Jan.  7,  14  and  21  from 
9:15  to  9:30  P.M.,  E.S.T. 

SWG  Blocks  Screen 

Credits  Proposal 

Hollywood,  Dec.  12.— Members  of 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild  last  night 

voted  down  the  producers'  proposed 
compromise  of  the  dispute  over  screen 
credits  which  arose  when  a  clause 

was  inserted  in  the  current  writers' 
contract  providing  that  producers  de- 

termine writer  credits  after  the  guild 
bargaining  contract  expires. 
The  producer  proposal  called  for 

guild  arbitration  of  disputes  for  one 

year  after  the  expiration  of  the  cur- 
rent contract  on  April  10,  with  a  30- 

day  cancellation  privilege.  Members 
were  advised  not  to  sign  contracts 
calling  for  producer  settlement  of 
credit  disputes,  but  if  forced  to  do  so 
as  a  condition  to  employment,  to  at- 

tach written  protests  to  the  contract. 
The  guild  also  has  appointed  a  com- 

mittee including  Horace  McCoy,  Sid- 
ney Buchman,  Robert  Lees  and  George 

Beck  to  draft  a  new  credit  arrange- 
ment system  under  which  such  minor 

credits  as  special  dialogue  would  be 
considered. 

English  'Dictator' Runs  Simultaneous 

A  deal  by  which  "The  Great  Dic- 
tator" has  been  booked  for  simul- 

taneous showings  in  all  theatres  of 
both  the  Gaumont  British  and  Odeon 
circuits  in  England,  was  concluded 
in  London  recently  by  Teddy  Carr, 
joint  managing  director  of  United 
Artists  in  England. 
Terms  of  the  British  deals  were 

SO  per  cent  and  extended  playing 
time. 
Walter  Gould,  U.  A.  foreign  man- 

ager, announcing  details  of  the  deal 
here  yesterday,  said  that  the  two 
leading  British  circuits  also  have 
agreed  to  permit  houses  of  the  As- 

sociated British  Cinema  circuit,  as 
well  as  independents,  to  book  the  pic- 

ture concurrently  with  them  if  the 
others  wish  to  do  so.  The  simul- 

taneous bookings  will  prevail  even 
where  the  two  circuits  are  in  direct 
opposition. 

Feature  Review 

"Lone  Star  Raiders" 
(Republic) 

A WESTERN  with  the  congenial  "Three  Mesquiteers"  in  the  top 
positions,  this  is  an  adaptation  of  an  original  story  by  Charles 

Francis  Royal,  adapted  by  Joseph  Moncure  March  and  Barry  Ship- 
man.    George  Sherman  directed. 

Excitement  is  yielded  from  the  action  sequences,  and  the  photography 
is  outstanding,  for  which  credit  goes  to  William  Nobles. 

The  story  is  not  far  from  the  beaten  track.  Robert  Livingston,  Bob 

Steele  and  Rufe  Davis  comprise  the  fearless  trio,  the  "Mesquiteers," 
whose  chief  concern  is  the  procurement  of  an  army  contract  for  an 
old  woman  who  inherits  a  livestock  ranch.  After  routine  setbacks 
the  three  are  successful. 

The  cast  also  includes  June  Johnson,  George  Douglas,  Sarah  Padden, 
John  Elliott,  John  Merton  and  Rex  Lease.  Louis  Gray  was  associate 

producer. 

Running  time,  57  minutes.    "G."  * 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

British  Exhibitors  Contest 

Policy  on  Bombed  Theatres 

London,  Dec.  12. — The  General 
Council  of  the  Cinematograph  Exhibi- 

tors Association,  at  its  meeting  at 
Llandudno,  Wales,  after  full  discus- 

sion, decided  on  absolute  disapproval 
of  and  non-cooperation  with  the  policy 
of  the  Kinematograph  Renters  Society 
(distributors)  on  theatres  closed  by 
the  war. 
The  general  council  decided  to  in- 

struct its  officers  take  immediate  ac- 
tion to  obtain  cancellation  or  suspen- 
sion of  all  contracts  of  the  theatres 

closed  because  of  bombing  raids.  It 
was  decided  also  that  the  association 
will  give  its  full  support  to  members 
seeking  adjustment  of  contracts,  and 
to  the  effort  to  have  inserted  in  all 
contracts  a  clause  cancelling  the  con- 

tract immediately  when  the  house  is 
closed  as  the  result  of  enemy  military 
action. 

Exhibitors  will  be  advised  not  to 
sign  the  form  proposed  by  the  K.  R. 
S.,  requiring  certain  information  rela- 

tive to  the  operation  of  the  theatre, 
and  to  which  the  C.  E.  A.  has  taken 
violent  objection,  but  merely  to  fur- 

nish the  distributor  with  a  copy  of 
an  auditor's  statement. 

The  discussion  brought  out  the  gen- 
eral belief  in  the  council  that  a  joint 

C.  E.  A.-K.  R.  S.  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  problem  would  be  practic- 

able, but  after  a  more  lengthy  dis- 
cussion of  the  matter,  the  organiza- 

tion's more  vigorous  policy  of  non- 
cooperation  with  the  distributors  in 
the  matter  took  hold. 

The  C.  E.  A.  council  further  decided 
to  reply  to  the  plea  of  Minister  of 
War  Anthony  Eden  that  free  or  in- 

expensive seats  be  provided  at  film 
houses  for  English  troops,  that  such 
a  plan  would  be  highly  impracticable 
and  that  the  industry  is  satisfied  with 
the  present  arrangement  for  the  sup- 

ply of  film  entertainment  for  the troops. 

Meanwhile,  in  a  more  cooperative 
spirit,  the  exhibitors'  council  approved talks  with  the  War  Office  on  the  plan 
of  the  Army  Council  for  mobile  film 
apparatus  for  troops. 
The  council  further  agreed  on  the 

organization  along  regional  lines,  with 
local  trade  officers  and  a  paid  chief 
executive  officer.  Major  Arthur  Gale, 
C.  E.  A.  treasurer,  was  nominated  for 
the  chief  executive  post. 

Meanwhile,  a  labor  union  deputa- 
tion, appearing  before  Major  Lloyd 

George,  spokesman  for  the  British 
Board  of  Trade,  was  told  that  the 
present  film  industry  situation  was 
giving  no  immediate  grounds  for 
anxiety.  The  board  has  the  interest  of 
the  film  industry  in  mind,  the  Gov- 

ernment spokesman  said,  and  is  watch- 
ing the  situation.  The  deputation 

pleaded  that  the  Government  release 
film  studios  for  production. 

Louisiana  Theatres 

Report  Improvement 
New  Orleans,  Dec.  12. — Theatres 

virtually  throughout  Louisiana  are  re- 
porting excellent  business,  as  a  holi- 

day spirit  has  taken  hold  of  the  popu- 
lace of  the  state,  and  business  sta- 

tistics indicate  an  economic  trand  re- 
flected in  general  theatre  business. 

Louisiana  crops  have  been  good,  and 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  slowed 
down  for  a  period  by  the  war,  is  be- 

ginning to  show  signs  of  a  revival  of 
activity.  Year-end  sports  activities  and 
the  occupancy  of  several  army  camps 
in  the  state  also  are  doing  much  to 
increase  business. 

Ontario  Managers 

Form  Association 
London,  Ont,  Dec.  12. — Seven  local 

theatre  managers  have  organized  the 
London  Theatre  Managers  Associa- 

tion to  create  new  interest  in  the 
screen  and  to  cooperate  with  the  Mo- 

tion Picture  War  Service  Committee. 
The  members  of  the  association  in- 

clude:  W.  K.  Trudell,  Capitol  and 
Grand  Theatres,  chairman;  Jack 
Whitehouse,  Centre,  secretary ;  T.  J. 
McKnight,  Patricia ;  P.  J.  Simmons, 
Palace  ;  F.  B.  Jackson,  Loew's  ;  David 
Ziff,  Elmwood,  and  Ernest  Parker, 
Rex.  The  group  has  received  active 
cooperation  from  the  London  Free Press. 

3,230  Amusement 

Firms'  '38  Gross 

At  $797,709,000 

Washington,  Dec.  12. — A  total  of 
10,353  amusement  corporations,  188  of 
them  inactive,  filed  income  tax  returns 
for  1938.  Only  3,230  showed  taxable 
income,  but  they  reported  an  aggre- 

gate gross  income  of  $797,709,000  and  ( 
net  income  of  $80,734,000  on  which' they  paid  income  taxes  of  $11,614,000 
and  excess  profits  taxes  of  $88,000. 
The  figures  were  disclosed  today  by 
the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue. 

Seventy  per  cent  of  the  amusement 
corporations  in  the  country  had  no 
taxable  income  in  1938  after  taking 
advantage  of  all  allowable  deductions, 
the  bureau  reported. 
The  remaining  5,935  corporations 

had  a  gross  income  of  $342,982,000  and 
paid  dividends  of  $801,000,  but  after 
allowable  deductions  had  an  aggre- 

gate deficit  for  tax  purposes  of  $28,- 828,000. 

41  Legislatures  to 

Meet  Next  Month 

A  total  of  41  out  of  48  state  legisla- 
tures will  begin  regular  sessions  be- 
tween Jan.  1  and  Jan.  10;  two  others 

will  open  regular  sessions  later,  and 
the  remaining  five  probably  will  call 
special  sessions. 
Tax  attention  in  the  various  state 

bodies  is  expected  to  be  turned  toward 
the  compensation  for  state  deficits. 
Only  Connecticut,  Nebraska  and  In- 

diana are  in  such  favorable  financial 
situation  that  additional  taxation  to 
raise  new  money  is  unnecessary. 
The  general  indication  is  that  the 

motion  picture  industry  is  facing  a 
serious  tax  situation  in  1941.  Not  only 
the  inclusion  of  the  screen  in  gen- 

eral taxation  measures,  but  the  threat 
of  censorship  fees,  various  types  of 
footage  and  license  fees  and  other  as- 

sessments are  in  the  offing.  Addition- 
ally, regulatory  measures  are  likely  to 

be  presented  in  some  states. 
The  Georgia  legislature  is  scheduled 

to  meet  in  July,  with  the  session  limited 
to'  70  days ;  Florida  meets  in  April. 
Alabama,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mis- 

sissippi and  Virginia  are  expected  to 
hold  special  sessions  some  time  in  the 
Spring. 
'Wind'  Anniversary 

Held;  Stars  Delayed 
Atlanta,  Dec.  12. — When  the  plane 

carrying  Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Oli- 
ver and  Alfred  Hitchcock  here  for  the 

anniversary  premiere  tonight  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  was  delayed,  "Miss 
Anniversary"  stepped  in  and  carried 
the  show  throughout  the  day.  The 
plane  could  not  land  here  late  tonight 
and  went  to  Augusta. 

Louella  Stone,  who  was  selected  as 
"Miss  Anniversary"  in  a  contest,  car- 

ried the  honors  for  the  celebrities. 
She  cut  the  anniversary  cake  at  the 
British  War  Relief  breakfast,  made 
the  public  appearances  and  got  all  the 
play  on  the  radio  program  and  from 
the  audience  at  Loew's  Grand. A  cable  from  Leslie  Howard,  who 
is  in  England,  was  read  before  the 
showing  of  the  picture.  Clark  Howell, 
publisher  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution, 
was  master  of  ceremonies. 



DEAL  SHORTS  FOR  YOUR 

HOLIDAY  SHOWS! 

DIONNE 

QUINTUPUTS 

GROWING  UP 

MARCH 

TIME 
OF 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  go- 

ing on  seven  .  .  .  with  Dr. 

Dafoe  telling  you  all  about  it. 

ARMS  AND  THE  MEN,  U  SA 
The  full  story  of  the  first  peacetime 
conscriptions  in  U.  S.  history. 

LABOR  AND  DEFENSE,  1941 
Every  man  a  vital  cog  in  the  wheels 
of  industry  as  the  U.  S.  girds  for  total 
defense. 

ntarmiitiDn 

P lease 
■  mm  mm  mm  mm 

LOUIS  BROMFIELD,  famous  novelist 

,  guest  expert,  ̂ t»nd  the  regulars, 
fadiman,  Kierah,  Adams,  Levant. 

WENDELL  L.  WILLKIE,  guest  star 

in  his  second  appearance  with  the 

famous  foursome.  ' 

SPORTSCOPE 

SNOW  EAGLES 

Skiing,  skating  and  other 

snow  sports  at  Sun  Valley  . 

Sportscope  crammed  with  ac- 
tion and  fun. 

(G)alt 

FIRE  CHIEF 

Donald  Duck's  three  nephews 
—  a  false  alarm  —  and  a  rea! 
alarm,  in  a  flaming  riot. 

PANTRY*  PIRATE Pluto  plundering  the  kitchen  — 
and  mixed  up  in  a  million- 
bubble  bath  that's  a  scream. 

People 

Carole  Lombard,  Robert  Mont- 

gomery, Alfred  Hitchcock,  Edgar 

Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy  as 

your  public  wants  to  see  them. 

HO 

RADIO 
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Critics9  Quotes  .  .  . 

"THE  PHILADELPHIA  STORY"  (M-G-M) 
A  notably  faithful  adaptation  of  a  warm  and  witty  comedy  ...  its  charac- 

ters are  more  than  interesting  enough  to  sustain  interest  and  George  Cukor 
presents  them  in  a  neatly  balanced  blend  of  frank  sophistication  and  warm 
sympathy.  .  .  .  Hepburn  brings  humor  and  charm  to  a  role  that  permits  a  far 
wider  range  than  has  been  her  usual  luck.  James  Stewart  and  Cary  Grant  are 
excellent. — Newsweek. 

The  whole  thing  is  delightful  .  .  .  the  most  agreeable  screen  comedy  of  the 
year. — Virginia  Wright,  Los  Angeles  News. 

A  sheerly  delightful  picture  .  .  .  entertainment  magic.  .  .  .  Not  since  "Holi- 
day" has  the  screen  delved  more  thoroughly  and  delightfully  into  the  workings 

of  the  upper  crust. — Dorothy  Manners,  Los  Angclc<s  Examiner. 
A  delightfully  arrant  comedy,  stemming  from  drawing-room  origins.  .  .  . 

Seems  to  have  more  body  and  substance  even  than  its  footlight  original. — 
Edwin  Schallert,  Los  Angeles  Times. 

One  of  the  slickest  items  of  entertainment  ever  to  come  out  of  the  Metro 
studios.  .  .  .  First  credit  for  the  unquestioned  success  of  the  film  as  entertain- 

ment, as  does  the  still  continuing  stage  original,  to  Mr.  Barry  and  Katharine 
Hepburn. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 

"THE  THIEF  OF  BAGDAD"  (Korda-United  Artists) 
The  sort  of  eye-filling  fairy  tale  that  will  especially  please  the  young  ...  a 

thrilling  sight  .  .  .  lacks  comedy,  but  it  makes  up  for  that  loss  by  its  glowing 
color  and  adventurous  and  fantastic  action. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily 
News. 

One  of  the  picture  landmarks  of  the  decade  ...  a  decisive  development  in 
the  screen  epic  .  .  .  the  color  and  the  amazing  sets  are  breath-taking. — Lee 
Mortimer,  New  York  Daily  Mirror. 

Ranks  next  to  "Fantasia"  as  the  most  beguiling  and  wondrous  film  of  this 
troubled  season.  .  .  .  The  color  alone  makes  this  film  a  truly  exciting  entertain- 

ment.— Bosley  Crowther,  New  York  Times.  v 
There  is  little  question  that  the  younger  film-going  set  will  delight  in  the 

production  ...  a  gaudy  and  whopping  screen  fairy  tale.  I  am  only  sorry  that 
it  wasn't  more  fanciful  and  less  gaudy. — Hozvard  Barnes,  New  York  Herald 
Tribune. 

"CHEROKEE  STRIP"  (Paramount) 
You've  seen  this  screen  story  many  times.  .  .  .  But  it  is  not  always  so 

neatly  told. — Lawa  Lee,  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 
Dix's  cool  voice,  steady  eye  and  easy  gait  fit  into  these  thrillers  like  a 

cowboy  into  a  saddle.  .  .  .  Dix  has  another  of  his  amiable,  sure-fire 
roles. — Philadelphia  Record. 
Action  of  the  more  violent  type  with  plenty  of  shooting  and  banditry. — 

Philadelphia  Daily  News. 

Cohn  Scores  Suggestive 

Theatre  Ads  as  'Insult9 

Industry  Vital 

Walker  Tells 

Variety  Club 

(.Continued  from  page  1) 
for  its  local  charity  fund. 
Walker  was  guest  of  honor  and 

made  the  principal  address.  He  said 
he  thinks  the  motion  picture  business 
has  been  undersold  to  the  public  and 
that  he  hopes  with  the  stimulus  of 
the  national  defense  program  and  the 
Industry's  own  efforts,  the  American 
public  will  come  to  have  a  finer  and 
fuller  realization  of  the  business  and 
the  men  and  women  of  which  it  con- 
sists. 

The  beginning  of  a  finer  association 
between  the  industry  and  the  Govern- 

ment, he  continued,  will  be  welded, 
essentially  through  the  Federal  con- 

sent decree,  and  he  hoped  that  this 
may  be  the  start  of  a  better  under- 

standing and  closer  cooperation. 

Compares  to  Postal  Service 

"Like  the  postal  service,"  Walker 
said,  "the  fine  work  of  the  film  busi- 

ness, its  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
public  service  are  not  fully  under- stood. 

"In  the  fine  arts,  in  culture  and 
refinement,  the  motion  picture  busi- 

ness has  contributed  as  much  if  not 
more  than  any  other  business  to 
American  life." 
He  paid  tribute  to  John  H.  Harris 

of  Pittsburgh,  founder  and  president 
of  the  national  Variety  Clubs. 
Among  other  speakers  were  Harold 

G.  Hoffman,  former  Governor  of  New 
Jersey ;  U.  S.  Senator  John  J.  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania ;  John  B.  Kelly  of 
Philadelphia ;  Spyros  Skouras,  head 
of  National  Theatres ;  Major  General 
Clifford  H.  Powell,  commander  at 
Fort  Dix,  N.  J.,  and  the  Rev.  Herbert 
W.  Jones,  who  gave  the  benediction. 

Jay  Emanuel  Lauded 

Benny  Fields  was  master  of  cere- 
monies of  the  entertainment  during  the 

dinner,  with  music  provided  by  Benny 
Meroff  and  his  orchestra. 

Jay  Emanuel,  retiring  Chief  Barker, 
was  lauded  by  the  speakers  for  his 
services  to  the  Club  and  presented  a 
set  of  candelabra  in  token  of  his  work. 

Jack  Beresin  was  general  chairman 
of  the  affair.  Others  on  the  committee 
were :  entertainment,  David  E.  Wesh- 
ner ;  dais,  Ted  Schlanger ;  reception, 
Earle  W.  Sweigert,  publicity,  Edward 
Callow ;  tickets,  Hilleary  Brown :  pro- 

gram books,  Charles  A.  Goodwin ; 
dinner,  Benjamin  Fertel ;  seating,  Mil- 

ton Rogasner. 

Para,  to  Instruct 

Staffs  In  Decree 

(Continued  from  pafie  1) 
the  near  future.  Keough  and  Phillips, 
dividing  the  out-of-town  exchanges  be- 

tween them,  will  begin  their  nation- 
wide tours  of  Paramount  exchanges 

after  Jan.  1. 
Similar  procedure  of  acquainting 

the  field  forces  with  their  responsi- 
bilities under  the  decree  is  being  fol- 

lowed by  the  other  consenting  com- 
panies, 20th  Century-Fox,  M-G-M, 

Warners  and  RKO. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ing  selling  jobs  are  done  on  films. 
Good  showmen  don't  let  good  pictures 
get  away  from  their  theatres  before 
their  business  potentialities  have  been 
realized.  They  keep  a  good  picture 
running  three  to  four  weeks.  Too 
many  pictures  are  out  of  a  theatre  in 
three  or  four  days." Cohn  was  introduced  by  Maurice 

Bergman,  20th  Century-Fox  advertis- 
ing manager,  until  recently  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director  for  Colum- bia. 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  presi- 
dent, will  be  the  guest  of  honor  at  the 

next  meeting,  Jan.  9.  A  closed  meet- 
ing will  be  held  next  Thursday,  which 

will  be  the  last  until  after  the  holidays. 
Leon  Bamberger,  Ampa  president, 

was  chairman  of  the  meeting.  On  the 
dais,  in  addition  to  those  named,  were : 
Nate  Spingold,  Abe  Schneider,  Paul 
Benjamin  and  June  Preisser. 
Among  those  present,  including  a 

large  Columbia  delegation,  were :  J. 
A.  McConville,  Lou  Weinberg,  Rube 
Jackter,  Max  Weisfeldt,  Max  Selig- 
man,  Mort  Wormser,  Lou  Barbano, 
Hal  Hode,  Hortense  Schorr,  Al  Sher- 

man, John  Kane,  Eve  Ettinger,  Ma- 
rian Teichner,  Max  Cohn,  Frank 

McGrann,  Jose  Schorr,  George  Et- 
tinger, Henry  Spiegel  Ralph  Martin, 

Floyd  Weber,  Ben  Morris,  Ben  Blake. 

Pre-Holiday  Slump 

Sets  In  on  BVay 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

mated  $79,000  for  its  first  week  and 
started  its  second  yesterday.   "No,  No, 
Nanette"  starts  there  next  Thursday. 
Two  films  brought  in  good  third- 

week  grosses,  with  "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
and  a  stage  show  taking-  an  estimated 
$33,000  at  the  Roxy,  and  "The  Letter" with  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Ozzie 
Nelson's  band  on  the  stage,  grossing 
an  estimated  $35,000  at  the  Strand. 
Both  are  holding  for  four  weeks.  "One 
Night  in  the  Tropics"  starts  at  the 
Roxy  Thursday  and  "Santa  Fe  Trail" goes  into  the  Strand  next  Friday. 
"The  Son  of  Monte  Cristo"  grossed 

an  estimated  $21,000  at  the  Capitol 
and  was  followed  Wednesday  by 
"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand."  The  last 
five  days  of  "Blackout"  at  the  Globe 
drew  an  estimated  $3,600,  with  "Dis- 

patch from  Reuter's"  opening  there Wednesday. 

Lawson's  Mother  Dies 
Toronto,  Dec.  12. — Mrs.  James 

Lawson,  mother  of  J.  E.  Lawson,  at- 
torney for  a  number  of  film  companies 

here,  is  dead  in  Ottawa  at  an  ad- vanced age. 

Universal  to  Buy 

$1,000,000  of  Its 

Preferred  Stock 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

first  preferred  have  been  invited  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Commercial  Na- 

tional Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  transfer 
agent,  before  2  P.  M.  on  Dec.  30.  De- 

livery of  and  payment  for  such  stock 
as  may  be  accepted  by  the  company 
for  purchase  through  the  $1,000,000 
fund,  is  to  be  made  on  or  about  Jan. 

6,  1941. Universal  reserves  the  right  to  re- 
ject any  and  all  offers  received  for 

sale  of  the  shares.  No  sinking  fund 
payments  were  made  on  the  stock  by 
Universal  from  1933  to  1939,  both  in- 

clusive, when  operating  losses  were 
sustained  which  made  such  payments 
inadvisable.  The  first  preferred  stock 
acquired  by  the  company  for  the  1940 
sinking  fund  payments  was  purchased 
at  an  average  price  of  $86.81  per  share, 
and  the  stock  so  far  purchased  for  the 
1941  sinking  fund  payments  has  been 
purchased  at  an  average  price  of 
$101.83  per  share. 

If  the  company  were  to  call  the 
stock  for  redemption,  it  would  be  at 
the  call  price  of  $110  plus  the  accu- 

mulated dividends  of  $65  per  share,  or 
$175  per  share. 

'Wildcat'  and  Show 

$13,000,  Milwaukee 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  12. — Mischa  Auer 

and  John  Boles,  heading  the  River- 
side show,  helped  gross  $13,000  with 

the  film,  "Meet  the  Wildcat."  "Bitter 
Sweet"  and  "Mystery  Sea  Raider" 
drew  $8,500  at  Fox's  Wisconsin. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  4-5 : "Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
WARNER— (2,000)   (30c-4Oc-55c),   7  days. Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Haunted  Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
PALACE— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:   $5,300  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
RIVERSIDE— (2,700)    (33c-44c),    7  days. 

Stage:   Mischa  Auer,   John  Boles.  Gross: $13,000.    (Average,  $6,500) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Queen  of  the  Yukon"  (Mono.) 
STRAND— (1,400)  (44c-65c),  7  days.  Gross: $2,800  (Average,  $1,500). 

"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Mystery  Sea  Raider"  (Para.) 

U.S.  Gives  'Little  3' 
Respite  in  Trials (Continued  from  page  1) 

vise  them  of  its  proposed  trial  pro- 
cedure within  the  next  few  days. 

The  Government's  assurances  on  the 
trial  procedure  were  given  the  "Little Three"  in  accordance  with  directions 
from  Judge  Goddard,  who  last  week 
rebuked  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Robert  L.  Wright  for  what  the  court 
described  as  an  inclination  on  the  part 

of  the  Government  to  be  "arbitrary" in  refusing  to  advise  the  defendant 
companies  which  of  the  four  suits 
would  go  to  trial  first.  Judge  God- 

dard informed  the  Government  attor- 
ney at  that  time  that  he  would  stay 

the  proceedings  in  the  New  York  suit 
if  the  Government  went  to  trial  in 
any  of  the  other  actions  first. 
Wright  stated  at  that  time  that  the 

Government  would  be  ready  to  try  the 
Oklahoma  City  suit  first  but  refused 
to  say  if  it  would  be  tried  first. 



COMPLETE 

THEATRE 

LIBRARY 

1940-41  edition  now  in  circulation. 
Worldwide  in  scope.  Completely 
covers  every  branch  of  the  business. 
Who's  Who  section  alone  records 
over  11,000  biographies.  The  indus- 

try's most  exhaustive  refer-  $3.25 ence  manual  postpaid 

Motion  Picture  Sound  Engineering — 
the  most  advanced  sound  manual  to 

date.  Prepared  by  the  country's leading  sound  engineers.  547  pages, 
explaining  every  detail  of  ap- 

paratus. Profusely  illustrated  with 
diagrams,  tables,  charts  $6.50 
and  graphs  postpaid 

■  Here  is  a  library  of  factual 
information  that  meets  an 

urgent  need.  Authoritative 
manuals  expressly  prepared 
for  theatremen  as  practical 
aids  in  their  daily  routine. 
Clance  over  the  titles!  There 
are  books  here  that  should 

be  on  your  desk  now— books 
that  will  save  you  time, 

effort  and  expense  in  the 
voluminous  information  they 

will  put  at  your  fingertips. 

Theatre  Management  Record 
is  the  most  simplified  book- 

keeping system  yet  devised  for 
the  exhibitor!  No  accounting 
experience  necessary.  Indi- 

vidual sections  for  all  operat- 
ing data.  Full  tax  informa- tion always  readily  $2.00 

available  postpaid 

The  second  revision,  sixth  edition  of 
the  Bluebook.  Supplemented  with 
sound  trouble  shooting  charts  and 
alphabetical  index.  700  pages.  A 
quick  trouble-shooter  and  a  sure solution  to  all  projection  $7,25 
problems  postpaid 

A  practical  treatise  devoted  to  all 
the  diverse  elements  of  theatre  air- 
conditioning  and  its  operation,  includ- 

ing codes  and  ordinances  regulating 
installation.  An  indispensable  manual that  all  theatremen  will  $4.00 
welcome  postpaid 

QUICLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER      CENTER,      NEW  YORK 

QP 
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Off  the  Antenna 

FOLLOWING  the  numerous  personnel  shifts  in  the  NBC  program  depart- 
ment earlier  this  week,  Sidney  Strotz,  vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 

grams, yesterday  announced  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Harry  B.  Summers  as 
program  director  of  the  public  service  division,  effective  Jan.  1.  Summers 
was  a  member  of  the  Kansas  State  College  faculty  for  many  years  and  is 
well  known  for  his  surveys  and  special  studies  of  various  phases  of  radio. 
His  exact  title  is  director  in  charge  of  all  program  details  of  the  eastern 
division  of  the  public  service  division  of  the  program  department  of  NBC 
under  Walter  Preston,  Jr.,  manager. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  O.  B.  Hanson,  NBC  vice-president  and  chief  engineer, 
returned  from  San  Francisco  Wednesday  with  a  case  of  the  flu. . .  .Ken  Dyke, 
NBC  promotion  manager,  will  be  toastmaster  at  the  Alpha  Delta  Sigma  initia- 

tion dinner  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  today.  Dyke  will  also  address  a  sales 
meeting  of  Cummer  Products  a>t  the  Hotel  Nezv  Yorker  next  week. . .  .Mark 
Warnow  will  take  his  "Your  Hit  Parade"  orchestra  on  tour  shortly  after 
Jan.  1 . . .  .Dinah  Shore  will  fly  to  Hollywood  for  a  Warner  screen  test  Wednes- 

day night  after  completing  her  weekly  performance  on  the  Eddie  Cantor  show 
....Phil  Duey  and  "Scrappy"  Lambert  join  the  cast  of  "Manhattan  Merry- 
Go-Round"  Sunday  at  9  P.  M.  over  NBC-Red.  Lester  Gottlieb,  Mutual  pub- 

licity director,  returned  from  a  10-day  trip  yesterday. •  •  • 

The  WOR  program  folio  this  week  appears  in  a  new  format  with 
clearer  type  and  a  front  cover  drawing  by  Leo  Garel.  If  the  response 
from  editors  is  sufficient,  WOR  will  issue  a  two  or  three-column  mat 
of  the  drawing  for  use  as  a  weekly  feature. 

•  •  • 

Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  director  of  advertising  and  publicity,  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies  on  a  forum  on  "The  Fight  For  Democracy"  which  will  be  heard 
over  WMCA  Sunday  at  7  P.  M.  The  forum  is  being  broadcast  to  promote 
the  Star- Spangled  Ball  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  Dec.  20. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Chesterfield  cigarettes  has  renewed  Glenn  Miller's  show 
over  95  CBS  stations  for  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  at  10  P.  M  
Genevieve  Tabonis  and  William  E.  Dodd,  Jr.,  will  be  sponsored  by  Modern 
Industrial  Bank  in  a  commentary  series  over  WMCA  at  10:45  P.M.,  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Saturday,  for  two  weeks,  beginning  Tuesday ...  .W  NYC  will 
broadcast  high  school  basketball  games  beginning  Tuesday  at  3:45  P.  M.  when 
it  will  air  the  Brooklyn  Tech-Hamilton  game. -  •    •  • 

In  an  interview  over  WMCA  with  Julius  Colby  shortly  after  midnight 
yesterday,  Al  Jolson  revealed  his  plans  to  close  his  Broadway  musical, 

"Hold  On  to  Your  Hats,"  in  the  Spring  to  tour  the  country  organizing' entertainment  for  the  men  at  Army  training  camps. 

Two-Way  Broadcast 

For  'Corn  Is  Green' 
A  novel  dramatic  produc- tion will  be  attempted  by 

Mutual  Tuesday  at  11:30  P.M. 
when  a  part  of  the  third  act 
of  "The  Corn  is  Green," 
Broadway  play,  will  be  drama- tized with  Emlyn  Williams, 
in  England,  and  Ethel  Barry- 
more  and  Richard  Waring  re- 

citing their  lines  from  Mu- 
tual's  New  York  studios.  Mrs. 
Mollie  Williams,  wife  of 
Emlyn,  will  also  be  heard 
from  New  York  on  the  show, 
as  will  Herman  Shumlin,  the 

producer. 

530  Stations 

Pledge  to  Join 

BMI  by  Jan.  1 

BMI  yesterday  disclosed  that  in 
addition  to  the  462  stations  it  has 
already  signed,  68  others  have 
definitely  pledged  to  join  by  Jan.  1, 
when  Ascap  contracts  expire.  This 
would  bring  the  total  to  530,  of  the 
800-odd  stations  in  the  United 
States. 
Meanwhile,  officials  of  the  major 

New  York  independent  outlets  con- 
ferred all  day  yesterday  to  decide 

whether  to  renew  their  Ascap  licenses. 
Their  sentiment  seems  to  be  to  await 
a  break  on  the  part  of  any  one  of 
them,  with  none  so  far  disclosed  as 
willing  to  take  the  lead. 

The  independents  are,  how- 
ever, seriously  considering  sign- 

ing with  both  Ascap  and  BMI 
to  insure  a  sufficient  music 
supply. 
Among  the  big  three  New  York 

non-network  stations,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  WHN  will  follow  the 
lead  of  the  Robbins  Music  Co.  If 
the  latter  renews  its  Ascap  contract, 
WHN  is  likely  to  follow  suit  and  if 
it  does  not,  WHN  will  probably  sign 
with  BMI,  it  was  reported. 
With  a  deal  for  the  sale  of  the 

station  pending,  WMCA  was  reported 
to  be  holding  off  until  the  last  possible 
moment  with  indications  that  it  would 
take  the  same  course  as  WNEW.  It 
is  the  latter  station  which  is  generally 
regarded  as  holding  the  key  to  the 
New  York  independent  setup. 
Because  a  major  portion  of  WNEW's 

programs  is  recorded  popular  music, 
the  need  for  a  constantly  replenished 
supply  is  imperative.  For  WNEW 
and  stations  in  a  similar  situation, 
BMI's  acquisition  of  public  domain and  Latin  American  music  is  rela- 

tively unimportant,  it  was  pointed  out. 
These  stations  must  be  assured  of  a 
supply  of  fresh  music  each  week  it 
was  said,  and  unless  BMI  was  pre- 

pared to  furnish  positive  guarantees 
that  a  steady  stream  of  music  will  be 
turned  out  each  week,  WNEW  and 
similarly  situated  stations  will  be  com- 

pelled to  sign  with  Ascap. 

Form  FM  Company 
Albany,  Dec.  12.— FM  Radio 

Broadcasting  Co.,  Inc.,  has  been  in- 
corporated here  by  P.  K.  Leberman 

and  Richard  Sanderson,  Newark, 
N.  T.,  and  Carl  J.  Schaefer,  New 
York. 

Canada  Postpones 

Fixing  Music  Fees 

Toronto,  Dec.  12. — The  music  situ- 
ation in  the  United  States  has  forced 

postponement  of  the  setting  of  1941 
fees  for  the  use  of  music  by  Canadian 
broadcasters.  This  is  considered  an 
unusual  move  here,  but  the  fact  that 
the  Canadian  Performing  Rights  So- 

ciety is  affiliated  with  Ascap  had  a 
bearing  on  the  decision.  Increased 
fees  are  being  sought  from  broadcast- 

ers and  hotels. 
The  Copyright  Appeal  Board  of  the 

Dominion  Government,  however,  ap- 
proved the  schedule  of  fees  for  thea- 

tres and  concert  halls  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Society.  These  fees  will 

remain  the  same. 
Theatres  made  no  objections  on  the 

renewal  of  the  licenses,  but  radio  and 
hotel  interests  are  protesting  the  pro- 

posed 1941  schedule.  This  situation 
is  similar  to  that  in  the  United  States. 

Ordinarily,  the  Government  board 
would  reveal  its  decision  shortly  after 
its  annual  sitting  in  December. 

The  Canadian  Association  of  Broad- 
casters, according  to  reports,  is  con- 
sidering forming  a  Canadian  branch 

of  BMI.  But  this  will  probably  await 
outcome  of  the  dispute  in  the  United 
States. 

May  Change  Halifax 
Sunday  Show  Hours 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  Dec.  12. — A  com- 
mittee representing  the  province  of 

Nova  Scotia,  city  of  Halifax,  and  the 
Canadian  armed  forces  has  recom- 

mended changes  in  Sunday  theatre 
programs  in  Halifax. 

The  changes  are  designed  to  over- 
come the  objections  to  Sunday  shows 

of  the  clergy.  It  is  planned  to  open 
only  one  house  on  Sunday  to  service 
men  and  their  guests,  and  if  necessary, 
to  open  additional  theatres. 

Argentina  Passes  'Spy' Warners'  "Confessions  of  a  Nazi 
Spy"  finally  has  passed  the  Argentine 
censors  under  the  title,  "Confessions 
of  a  Secret  Agent,"  and  will  open  at the  Broadway  Theatre,  Buenos  Aires, 
Dec.  18.  The  picture  was  banned  by 
the  censor  about  six  months  ago. 

Houser  with  Fleischer 
Mervin  Houser  of  the  Paramount 

studio  publicity  staff  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  Max  Fleischer  studio  in 

Miami  to  handle  publicity  on  the 
Fleischer  feature-length  cartoon  to  be 
released  next  season.  He  will  report 
in  Miami  about  Jan.  1. 

Erwin  in  Warner  Film 
Hollywood,  Dec.  12.— Stuart  Er- 

win has  been,  assigned  a  featured  role 
in  Warners'  "The  Bride  Came 
C.O.D.,"  which  will  start  Jan.  2. 

NBC  Sets  Holiday 

Shows  to  Britain 

In  one  of  her  rare  radio  appear- 
ances, Shirley  Temple  will  join  about 

70  other  film,  radio  and  stage  per- 
formers in  a  "Christmas  Greeting  to 

England,"  which  will  be  broadcast 
over  NBC-Blue  on  Christmas  Day 
between  1  and  3  P.  M. 
The  program,  which  will  feature 

talks  by  Prime  Minister  McKenzie 
King  of  Canada  and  Mayor  Fiorello 
LaGuardia,  will  have  as  guests  Edgar 
Bergen,  Jack  Benny,  Charles  Laugh- 
ton,  Eddie  Cantor,  Gracie  Fields,  Bob 
Hope,  and  Nelson  Eddy  among  others. 
Among  other  features  set  for  the 

holiday  are  addresses  by  President 
Roosevelt  and  King  George  VI. 

Gladys  Swarthout  will  sing  "Silent 
Night"  over  the  combined  NBC  net- works at  11 :55  P.  M.  Christmas  Eve. 
On  Christmas  Day,  at  9:30  A.M. 

British  refugee  children  will  speak  by 
telephone  to  their  parents  in  England 
and  the  conversations  will  be  broad- 

cast over  NBC-Red.  From  10:30  to 
11  P.  M.  Christmas  night,  foreign 
correspondents  of  the  networks  scat- 

tered all  over  the  world  will  exchange 
greetings  with  each  other  and  the home  offices. 

Christmas  program  from  the  Vati- 
can will  be  broadcast  at  1  P.  M.  on 

the  Red  Christmas  Day.  Army  serv- 
ices from  Langley  Field,  Va.,  will  be 

heard  over  NBC-Blue.  In  addition, 
there  will  be  a  host  of  other  special 
shows  including  carol  singing,  read- 

ings and  other  services. 

First  Trade  Census 

Report  Due  Shortly 

Washington,  Dec.  12. — Census 
Bureau  officials  today  promised  that 
the  results  of  the  1940  census  of  the 
motion  picture  industry  will  be  made 
available  in  preliminary  form  before 
the  close  of  the  year  and  possibly  be- fore Christmas. 
The  initial  report  is  expected  to 

cover  the  production  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry and  will  be  followed  by  reports 

on  exhibition  to  be  issued  next  year. 
The  exhibition  figures  are  more  dif- 

ficult of  computation  because  of  the 
fact  that  they  require  surveys  in  every 
community  in  the  country. 

Terry  Half  Finished 
Paul  Terry  has  completed  half  of 

the  year's  program  of  cartoons  for 
20th  Century-Fox  release.  Four  new 
subjects  are  in  work  at  the  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  Terry  Toons  studio. 

Fire  Laddies 
Scranton,  Pa.,  Dec.  12. 

LAWRENCE  "Landy" Campbell,  veteran  stage 
director  for  Comerford  The- 

atres, has  been  sworn  in  as 
an  honory  officer  of  Scran- 
ton's  Fire  Department.  Russ 
Morgan,  orchestra  leader, 
who  is  a  Scranton  native,  is 
an  honorary  chief.  He  owns 
a  white  helmet  and  white 
raincoat,  gifts  of  the  depart- 

ment, for  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  firemen's  pension  fund. 
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Ascap's  1940 

Gross  Record 

At  $7,000,000 

$5,000,000   from  Radio; 
Films  Pay  $1,000,000 

Ascap's  collections  for  the  year 
ending  Dec.  31  are  estimated  in  in- 

formed quarters  to  be  in  excess  of 
$7,000,000,  the  highest  for  any  year 
in  the  history  of  the  music  licensing 
society. 

Of  the  $7,000,000  total,  more 
than  $5,000,000  is  said  to  have 
been  collected  from  radio 
broadcasters,  an  increase  of 
almost  $2,000,000  over  recent 
years  from  that  source. 

Ascap's  collections  from  motion  pic- ture theatres  for  1940  remained  at 
approximately  the  same  level  as  for 
preceding  years,  or  approximately 
$1,000,000.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
society's  collections  from  hotel,  cafe, restaurant  and  similar  licensees,  which 
return  the  society  almost  $1,000,000 
annually. 

Ascap's  aggregate  collections  in  re- 
cent years  have  been  in  the  neighbor- 

hood of  $5,000,000  annually.  The  in- 
crease this  year  corresponds  with  the 

increase  in  broadcasting  business, 
Ascap's  current  radio  contracts  being 
based  on  a  percentage  of  the  business 
done  by  the  licensees. 
Meanwhile,  BMI,  Ascap's  competi- tor, disclosed  over  the  weekend  that 

of  the  541  stations  pledged  to  subscribe 
to  BMI  before  the  end  of  the  month, 
164  are  independent,  unaffiliated  sta- 

tions, 359  are  independent  stations  af- 
filiated with  major  networks  and  18 

are  owned  and  operated  by  major  net- 
works. The  541  stations  represent  92 

per  cent  of  the  total  billings  of  the 
nation's  radio  stations,  according  to 
BMI.  On  the  basis  of  present  nego- 

tiations, it  was  estimated  that  BMI 
should  have  at  least  600  stations  be- 

fore Ascap  music  goes  off  the  air  Dec. 
31. 

Braden  to  Organize 
Midwest  Arbitration 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  American  Arbitration  As- 

sociation, will  leave  tomorrow  for 
Chicago  and  the  Midwest  on  organiza- 

tion work  in  setting  up  local  arbitra- 
tion boards  for  the  industry  under  the 

consent  decree. 
Braden  returned  Saturday  from  the 

Far  West  where  he  arranged  for  the 
organization  of  boards  in  several 
cities. 

Eight  Independents 
With  Ascap:  Miller 
Washington,  Dec.  15. — Not 

more  than  eight  independent 
stations  have  so  far  accepted 
the  new  Ascap  contract,  Ne- 

ville Miller,  National  Associ- 
ation of  Broadcasters  presi- 

dent, on  Friday  told  the  open- 
ing session  of  the  Eastern 

State  Broadcasters  meeting 
here.  The  music  situation  was 
a  principal  topic.  Representa- 

tives were  present  from  47 
stations  in  Maryland,  Vir- 

ginia, District  of  Columbia, 
West  Virginia  and  North  and 
South  Carolina.  John  A.  Ken- 

nedy of  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
presided. 

93.4%  of  Contracts 

Closed,  Says  Allied 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  15.— A  total 
of  93.4  per  cent  of  independent  ex- 

hibitors reporting  to  the  Allied  In- 
formation Department  have  signed 

contracts  for  1940-'41  product.  The 
remainder  reported  no  deals  made. 
This  was  disclosed  over  the  week- 

end in  the  AID's  second  report  on  its 
survey  of  exhibitors,  issued  by  Sidney 
Samuelson,  chairman  of  the  depart- 

ment. The  report  failed  to  disclose 
the  number  of  theatres  on  which  the 

figures  are  based,  but  said  "hundreds 
of  cards"  were  returned  during  No- vember. 

Based  on  the  total  feature  require- 
ments of  all  the  houses  reporting  in 

relation  to  the  total  number  of  features 
bought,  the  report  says  exhibitors 
still  have  not  bought  32.2  per  cent  of 
the  product  required  to  operate  their 
theatres. 

The  survey,  according  to  the  AID, 
showed  that  a  vast  majority  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

BIG  FIVE'  MAY  ADD 

200  MORE  SALESMEN 

Companies  Expected  to  Need  Larger  Staffs 

At  All  Exchanges  for  Bigger  Selling 

Job  Under  New  Decree  System 

About  200  to  250  salesmen  are  expected  to  be  added  to  the  field  sales 
forces  of  the  five  consenting  companies  to  handle  the  additional  work 

resulting  from  introduction  of  new  sales  "methods  under  the  Federal consent  decree,  it  is  said  by  home  office  executives. Each 

Little  3  Plan 

Suit  Attack 

Universal,  Columbia  and  United 
Artists  are  scheduled  to  carry  the 
fight  to  the  Government  during  the 
next  few  weeks  in  opposing  the  new 
Federal  anti-trust  suit  pending  against 
them  in  U.  S.  District  court  here. 
The  companies  will  ask  that  the 

Government  suit  be  dismissed  for  fail- 
ure to  state  a  cause  of  action  and  for 

other  reasons.  It  is  planned  to  do 
this  in  the  early  stages  of  the  litiga- tion. 

If  this  move  fails,  one  or  all  of  the 
companies  probably  will  ask  that  the 
portions  of  the  Government's  com- plaint relating  to  the  five  consenting 
companies  be  stricken  out.  If  suc- 

cessful, this  would  greatly  circum- 
scribe the  Government's  action,  mak- 

ing it  virtually  impossible  to  prove 
that  the  "Little  Three"  alone  consti- 

tute a  monopoly  or  threaten  to  mon- opolize the  industry. 
Numerous  other  moves  by  the  de- 

fendants are  in  prospect,  particularly 
in  connection  with  the  New  York  suit, 
but  not  overlooking  the  Oklahoma 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

"Santa  Fe  Trail" 

[Warners] 

HERE  is  a  stirring  tale  of  romance  and  adventure  in  the  early 
West  which  was  the  Kansas  Territory,  a  half-dozen  years 
before  the  Civil  War,  when  Bloody  Kansas  was  the  preliminary 

battleground  of  the  war  to  come  over  the  slavery  issue. 
The  turbulent  focal  point  of  that  struggle  for  an  ideal,  over  which 

the  question  of  Kansas'  admission  to  the  Union  raged,  was  John  Brown, 
the  fanatical  anti-slavery  apostle.  It  is  the  effort  of  the  United  States 
army  post  at  Fort  Leavenworth  to  capture  Brown  before  his  reign  of 
terror  spreads  too  far,  that  forms  the  crux  of  the  action  with  which  the 
film  is  studded,  and  the  result  is  splendid  entertainment  for  all  audiences. 
The  picture  is  made  more  significant  and  stronger  through  the  in- 

clusion of  overtones  of  foreboding,  of  subtle  indications  of  the  bloody 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

company  will  need  at 
least  one  more  salesman  at  all 
31  exchanges,  and  two  or  three 
additional    men    in  branches 
handling  the  greatest  number 
of  accounts  or  those  covering 
widespread  territories,  accord- 

ing to  an  estimate  by  a  rank- 
ing sales  executive. 

This  would  mean  a  minimum  for  the 
five  companies  of  about  200  new  men, 
with  the  possibility  that  the  number 
would  be  increased  by  requirements 
not  now  foreseen  by  some  of  the  dis- tributors. 

M-G-M  estimates  its  additional 
manpower  requirements  at  50  to  60 ; 
Warners  and  20th  Century-Fox  at  45 
to  60,  and  RKO  at  45  to  50.  No  esti- 

mate was  obtainable  from  Paramount, 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  asserting  that 
he  is  working  on  a  sales  plan  for  de- 

cree operations  and  will  make  no 
statement  until  it  is  completed. 

Indications  are  that  the  new  man- 
power, in  most  cases,  will  be  supplied 

from  within  the  five  companies'  own 
distributing  organizations.  Promo- 

tions of  bookers  and  advertising  sales 
managers  to  the  additional  sales  jobs 
are  expected  to  supply  the  largest  part 
of  the  manpower  required.  M-G-M also  has  a  reservoir  of  student  or 
junior  salesmen  to  draw  from. 

Promotions  from  the  ranks,  as  is  the 
intention  of  most  of  the  companies, 
will  leave  only  vacancies  of  a  clerical 
type  to  be  filled  in  the  exchange. 

Considerable  additional  clerical  help 
also  will  be  required  in  the  home  of- 

fices to  handle  the  larger  number  of 
contracts  involved  in  the  decree  selling 
method  and  to  expedite  their  approval 
by  the  home  offices. 

Other  Reviews 

"Chad  Hanna"  and  "Behind 
the  News"  are  reviewed  from 
Hollywood  on  Page  9.  A  re- 

view of  "The  Lady  in  Ques- 
tion" appears  on  Page  4. 

Critics'  Quotes  are  on  Page  11. 
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Personal  Mention Ontario  Spots  Ban 
Heralds  and  Games 
Toronto,  Dec.  15. — Prohibi- 

tions appear  to  be  the  order 
of  the  day.  The  Board  of  Po- 

lice Commissioners  of  Wind- 
sor, Ont.,  has  banned  the  dis- 

tribution of  all  handbills  or 
the  placing  of  heralds  and 
other  advertising  accessories 
in  parked  automobiles.  The 
authorities  at  Hull,  where 
the  lid  is  practically  off,  have 
banned  theatre  games  for 
any  prizes,  raffles,  lotteries, 
games  of  chance  and  gamb- 

ling machines  of  all  kinds. 

Bookers  Elect  New 

Officers  Tonight 
Annual  election  of  the  Motion  Pic- 

ture Bookers  Club  will  be  held  tonight 
at  the  Hotel  Lincoln.  Harold  Klein 
of  the  Cocalis  Circuit  seeks  reelection 
as  president.  He  is  opposed  by  Dan 
Ponticelle  of  Warners. 
Other  candidates  are :  for  vice-pre- 

sident, Louis  Greenfield,  Robert  Fin- 
kel,  Frances  Bregman,  Sam  Berns ; 
treasurer,  Ben  Levine,  incumbent,  un- 

opposed ;  financial  secretary,  Peter 
Saglembeni,  Jack  Meltzer ;  recording 
secretary,  Pearl  Elsohn,  Sarah  Her- 

man ;  trustees,  two  to  be  elected,  Jack 
Gelber,  Myron  Starr,  Bernard  Brooks, 
Ted  Krasner,  Miss  Bregman,  Meltzer  ; 
sergeant-at-arms,  Finkel,  incumbent, 
unopposed. 
A  board  of  four  directors  will  be 

chosen  from  the  following :  Max 
Fried,  Leon  Greenfield,  Edward  Rich- 
ter,  Al  Blumberg,  Harry  Margolies, 
Sam  Yellen,  Sam  Phillips,  Jen  Den- 

nett and  Gelber.  An  installation  din- 
ner will  be  held  shortly  after  the 

election. 

AGVA  Pacts  Closed 

In  New  York,  Phila. 
Contracts  covering  New  York  thea- 

tres and  Fay's,  Philadelphia,  were 
signed  by  circuit  operators  a'nd  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists 
Friday  after  several  months  of  nego- 

tiations. The  agreement  provides  that 
all  performers  in  vaudeville  or  stage 
presentation  houses  must  be  AGVA 
members.  Wage  scales  and  weekly 
maximum  performances  are  also  cov- 
ered. 

Negotiations  with  vaudeville  houses 
in  other  cities  will  start  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year,  Hoyt  Haddock, 
AGVA  executive  secretary,  said  Fri- 

day. No  national  agreement  will  be 
sought  at  this  time. 

Signatories  now  include  the  Para- 
mount, Roxy  and  Strand  on  Broad- 

way and  Fay's,  Philadelphia,  as  in- dividual theatres,  and  Fabian,  Fanchon 
&  Marco,  Loew's  and  Brandt  circuits. 

Grainger  Option  Renewed 
Hollywood.  Dec.  IS.  —  Warners 

have  renewed  the  option  of  Edmund 
Grainger  as  associate  producer. 

PENTHOUSE  AND 
ATTRACTIVE  OFFICES 

AVAILABLE  AT 
REASONABLE  RENTAL 

723  Seventh  Ave.   Inquire  Supt. 
BRyant  9-6067 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  presi- dent of  RKO,  returns  this  morn- 
ing from  studio  conferences. 

• 

William  R.  Ferguson,  M-G-M 
exploitation  manager,  and  Katharine 
Brown,  Selznick  story  editor,  have 
returned  from  Atlanta. 

• 

Jock  Lawrence,  assistant  to  Y, 
Frank  Freeman,  president  of  the 
Producers'  Association,  and  Francis 
Harmon  of  the  Hays  office  are  due 
from  the  Coast  today. 

• 

A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of  ex- 
change operations  for  RKO,  is  in 

Chicago  on  a  business  trip. 
• 

Frank  Donovan,  vice-president  of 
RKO  Pathe,  is  due  today  from  a  10- 
day  trip  to  the  Coast. • 

Budd  Rogers,  executive  of  Alliance 
Films,  returned  Friday  after  several 
weeks  on  the  Coast. 

• 
Peter   Mayer,   associate  producer 

with  Sam  Katzman  and  son  of  Ar- 
thur Mayer  of  the  Rialto  Theatre 

will  return  to  the  Coast  shortly. 
• 

Philip  Saslau  of  the  Fishman 
Circuit,  New  Haven,  is  constructing 
a  new  home  in  the  Connecticut  city. 

Benny- Allen  Comedy 

Will  Open  Tomorrow 

The  world  premiere  of  Paramount's 
"Love  Thy  Neighbor,"  co-starring 
Jack  Benny,  Fred  Allen  and  Mary 
Martin,  will  be  held  tomorrow  even- 

ing at  the  Paramount  on  Broadway. 
Today  Benny  and  Allen  will  hold  a 

series  of  interviews.  They  will  be 
guests  with  their  radio  companies  at 
a  cocktail  party  at  the  Stork  Club 
tomorrow  afternoon.  The  opening  at 
the  theatre  at  9  P.M.  will  be  broad- 

cast over  WOR  with  a  lobby  pro- 
gram scheduled. The  theatre  will  be  closed  several 

hours  tomorrow  to  permit  prepara- 
tions for  the  opening.  National  re- 

lease of  the  film  is  scheduled  for  Dec. 27. 

'Dictator'  Opening 
In  London  Today 

London,  Dec.  15. — Charlie  Chap- 
lin's "The  Great  Dictator"  will  open here  tomorrow  in  three  West  End 

theatres.  It  also  has  been  booked 
for  later  showings  on  the  Gaumont 
and  Odeon  Circuits,  with  Associated 
British  as  a  possible  third  circuit  to 
get  the  United  Artists  release. 

It  would  constitute  a  record  circuit 
deal,  if  the  Associated  British  contract 
were  to  be  closed.  The  press  gave 
"The  Great  Dictator"  a  cordial  re- 

ception, but  there  was  some  criticism 
of'  Chaplin's  mingling  pure  comedy 
with  the  role  of  a  "social  Messiah." 

Baltimore  Club  Elects 

Baltimore,  Dec.  15. — The  local  Va- 
riety Club  lias  elected  the  following 

new  officers  :  C.  William  Hicks,  chief 
barker ;  O.  D.  Weems,  first  assistant 
barker ;  Edward  Perotka,  second  as- 

sistant barker ;  Joseph  Grant,  treas- 
urer, and  Barry  Goldman,  secretary. 

MA.  LEVY,  Minneapolis  district •  manager  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
has  returned  to  his  office  after  a  New York  stay. 

• 

Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  Warners' Eastern  district  manager,  reported 
back  to  work  Friday  after  a  brief 
illness. 

• 
Norman  Moray,  short  subjects 

sales  manager  for  Warners,  returns 

today  after  a  month's  tour  of  ex- changes and  a  studio  visit. • 
E.  H.  Mayer,  Motion  Picture 

Daily  correspondent  in  Cincinnati,  is 
confined  to  Holmes  Hospital  there  fol- 

lowing an  eye  operation. • 
James  Dixon,  assistant  manager  of 

Loew's  Century,  Baltimore,  who  was transferred  to  Indianapolis  recently, 
has  returned  to  Baltimore  because  of 
his  mother's  illness. • 

Jimmy    Sileo,   chief  photographer 
for  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  returned 
over  the  weekend  from  Mexico. 

• 
Athan    Prakas    of    the  Rivoli, 

Bridegport,   Conn.,  is  active  on  the 
Greek  war  aid  committee  in  the  city. 

• 
Marge  Swartz  of  Century  Circuit 

and  Paul  Bederow  are  to  be  married Dec.  29. 

'Wind'  Will  Open  in 

Cincinnati  Dec.  25 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  15. — "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  will  open  for  an  extended 
run  here  on  Dec.  25.  Local  engage- 

ment will  be  at  the  2,000-seat  RKO 
Capitol,  where  the  picture  broke  all 
records  when  originally  roadshown, 
and  where  it  again  will  be  shown 
three  times  daily.  This  is  the  first  gen- 

eral release  engagement  outside  of Atlanta. 
The  10  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M.  matinees 

will  have  a  50-cent  general  admission 
scale,  with  no  reservations.  All  seats 
will  be  reserved  for  the  evening  per- 

formance at  55  cents  for  the  balcony, 
and  65  cents  for  the  orchestra.  All 
prices  include  tax. 

O'Shea  Testimonial 
Proceeds  to  Charity 
Proceeds  of  the  testimonial  luncheon 

for  E.  K.  O'Shea,  newly  appointed 
M-G-M  division  manager,  and  Jack 
Bowen,  who  will  succeed  him  as  East- 

ern district  manager,  to  be  held 
Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  will  be 
given  to  the  charity  fund  of  the  Mo- 

tion Picture  Associates.  Leaders  of  all 
branches  of  the  industry  in  New  York 
are  expected  to  attend,  according  to 
the  committee,  of  which  Harry  Brandt 
is  chairman. 

Shea  of  Erpi  on  Coast 
Hollywood,  Dec.  15. — T.  E.  Shea, 

engineering  vice-president  of  Erpi,  is 
here  for  conferences  with  studio  exe- 

cutives. He  expects  to  remain  until 
the  end  of  the  week. 

Associates  to  Nominate 
The  Motion  Picture  Associates  will 

hold  its  annual  meeting  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  officers  for  the  coming  year 

at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Wednesday. 

'Wind'  Group  Spied 

Lights  of  Premiere 
Atlanta,  Dec.  15.— The  only 

thing  of  the  "Gone  With  the Wind"  anniversary  premiere 
Vivien  Leigh,  Laurence  Oli- vier and  Alfred  Hitchock  saw 
Thursday  night,  they  report- 

ed, was  the  misty  lights  of 
the  search  beams  in  front  of 
Loew's  Grand  cutting  the 

murk.  But  the  "missout" when  their  plane  was  unable 
to  land  and  went  on  to  Au- 

gusta received  as  much  news- 
paper space,  if  not  more,  than 

if  they  had  attended  the 
premiere.  They  visited  here 
Friday  on  their  way  back  to 
Hollywood. 

H.  S.  Neuberger  Rita 

Held;  Was  Exhibitoi 
Funeral  services  for  Harold  S 

Neuberger,  32,  partner  in  the  Fifty 
fifth  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue  Play 
houses  and  the  Thalia,  who  died  Fri 
day,  were  held  yesterday  at  his  horn 
in  Rye,  N.  Y. 
Neuberger  had  been  ill  severa 

weeks  with  leukemia.  He  is  survive* 
by  his  widow,  Stephanie ;  a  son,  Nor 
man ;  his  mother  and  a  sister,  Ruth 
both  in  Los  Angeles. 

Neuberger  became  associated  witi 
the  three  theatres  in  1938.  He  alse 
was  interested  in  foreign  film  import 
ing.  After  graduating  from  Columbi; 
University  in  1929,  he  spent  four  yean 
studying  film  production  in  Germany 
France  and  England. 

Seattle  Operators 

Get  Wage  Increast 
Seattle,  Dec.  15. — Projectionists  ii 

Seattle  theatres  will  receive  wage  in 
creases  ranging  from  five  to  121/-  pe> 
cent  for  the  year  1941,  as  a  result  o 
a  month  of  negotiations  concluded  yes 
terday,  during  which  the  union  hac 
authorized  the  calling  of  a  strike  i 
the  negotiations  were  not  concludes satisfactorily. 

Exhibitors  were  represented  in  th< 
negotiations  by  William  Forman 
Leroy  V.  Johnson,  James  M.  Hone 
Don  Geddes  and  Paul  Aust.  The  unioi 
was  represented  by  Basil  Grey,  Free 
Jiencke,  James  McNabb,  Warm 
Smith  and  O.  M.  Jacobsen. 
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HOW'S  YOUR PRE-CHRISTMAS  BUSINESS? 

The  picture  we  said  would 

do  "Business  before  Xmas" 

is  now  playing  at  the 

Rialto  Theatre,  New  York 

-  DOING  THE  BIGGEST 

BUSINESS  THAT 

THEATRE  HAS  DONE 

IN  OVER  A  YEAR! 

It  knocked N.Y.'s tough  critics  for 
a  raving  loop! 

A  whale  of  a  western!" Kate  Cameron, 

DAILY  NEWS 

Rowdy  Fun!  Good!  Fast!" Bowsley  Crowther, 

gf||  N.  Y.  TIMES 
Pace,  suspense  and 

citement!" 

Howard  Barnes, 

N.  Y.  HERALD  TRIBUNE 

ade  by  connoisseurs!" 
Cecelia  Ager,  PM 

A  sheer  delight!" William  Boehnel, 

N.Y.  TELEGRAM 

Lively  .  .  .  entertaining!" Rose  Pelswick, 

N.Y.  JOURNAL 

H asten  over   to  the 

I   Rialto  Theatre1/ Archer  Winston,  N.Y.  POST 

Don't  Wait  for  Santa!  Date  Your  Universal  Xmas  Present  NOW! 

TRAIL  of  the  VIGILANTES 

starring  T#\LII"  WARREN  BROD  
ANDY 

franchot  TONE  '  WILLIAM  •  CRAWFORD  •  DEVINE 
MISCHA      PORTER  PEGGY 

AIICD  II  A  I   I  HJj  ADAM  Original  Screenplay  by  Harold  Shumate 

AUtlf  *  HALL  •  MUKAn         directed  by  allan  dwan 

A  UNIVERSAL  PICTURE 



4 Motion  Picture  Daily Monday,  December  16,  1940 

"Santa  Fe  Trail" 

[Warners] 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

page  soon  to  be  written  in  American  history,  when  brother  is  to  be 
set  against  brother  and  friend  against  friend. 

•  •  • 

TECHNICAL  production  values  of  a  high  order  contribute  with 
marked  effect  to  the  work  of  an  extremely  competent  cast.  Al- 

though Errol  Flynn,  as  the  young  officer  at  Leavenworth  and  Olivia 
de  Havilland,  daughter  of  the  owner  of  a  freight  line  running  from 
Leavenworth  to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  over  the  Santa  Fe  trail, 
nominally  head  the  cast,  Raymond  Massey  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  his  fellow-players.  As  the  fanatic,  John  Brown,  he  offers 
an  imposing  and  impressive  portrayal  of  the  abolitionist  leader,  who 
deems  himself  to  have  been  chosen  by  God  to  wipe  out  the  curse  of 
slavery  which  is  cancerous  in  the  body  of  the  young  nation.  With  fire 
and  sword  he  wages  his  fight,  and  becomes  a  symbol  of  that  sharp  divi- 

sion which  eventually  leads  to  the  Civil  War. 

Ronald  Reagan,  who  plays  George  Custer  to  Flynn's  Jeb  Stuart, and  is  his  companion;  Alan  Hale  and  Guinn  Williams,  who  supply 
relieving  comedy  as  freight  line  guards;  Van  Heflin,  thrown  out  of 
West  Point  as  the  others  graduate,  who  becomes  Brown's  military 
commander,  for  a  price;  Moroni  Olsen,  as  Col.  Robert  E.  Lee,  com- 

mandant of  West  Point,  who  later  leads  the  troops  in  the  capture  of 

John  Brown  after  he  takes  the  arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry,  all  contribute 
fine  performances  in  the  leading  supporting  roles. 

•  •  • 

THERE  are  high  adventure  and  pleasant  interludes  of  laughter 
and  romance  as  the  story  leads  from  the  graduation  at  West  Point, 

through  the  first  encounter  of  the  troops  with  John  Brown  in  Kansas, 
and  the  subsequent  purusit  of  Brown,  culminating  in  his  betrayal  by 
Heflin,  his  capture  and  hanging,  and  the  marriage  of  Flynn  and  Miss 
de  Havilland  as  the  railroad  is  opened  to  Santa  Fe. 

Michael  Curtiz  scored  with  his  direction  of  a  fine  script  prepared  by 
Robert  Buckner. 

Running  time,  110  minutes.    "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"The  Lady  in  Question" 
{Columbia) 
\  DOMESTIC  comedy  of  rare  charm  and  graced  with  performances 

of  unusual  understanding,  "The  Lady  in  Question"  should  please 
most  adult  audiences  and  deserves  a  good  selling  campaign. 

All  of  the  cast  are  good,  homey  people  living  simple  lives  until  Brian 
Aherne  leaves  his  bicycle  shop  to  act  as  juror  for  a  few  days.  He 
serves  on  a  case  where  Rita  Hayworth  is  on  trial  for  murder.  Largely 
on  his  insistence,  she  is  acquitted.  Aherne  takes  Miss  Hayworth  into 
his  home  without  disclosing  her  identity,  to  help  her  reestablish  her 
position  in  society,  and  it  is  at  this  point  that  the  family  complications 
start.  Irene  Rich,  his  wife ;  Glenn  Ford,  his  son,  and  Evelyn  Keyes,  his 
daughter,  suspect  Aherne  of  intentions  he  does  not  possess. 
The  film  is  distinguished  by  a  fine  portrayal  of  casual  habits  of 

ordinary  people.  Aherne's  interpretation  of  a  shop  keeper  called  for 
jury  duty  after  waiting  27  years  for  such  a  call  is  a  high  spot  in  a 
picture  with  much  fine  acting.  The  direction  by  Charles  Vidor  captures 
much  of  the  flavor  of  the  better  foreign  films.  The  present  story  is 
based  on  "Heart  of  Paris,"  made  originally  in  French.  Edward  Norris 
and  Sumner  Getchell  deserve  praise  for  their  portrayal  of  smaller 
roles. 

Lewis  Meltzer  wrote  the  screenplay  from  a  story  by  Marcel  Achard. 
B.  B.  Kahane  produced.  Although  there  is  nothing  objectionable  in 
either  the  plot  or  dialogue,  the  nature  of  the  story  is  directed  toward 
mature  audiences. 

Running  time,  81  minutes.     "A."  *  Edward  Greif 

Santa  Fe  Scene  of 

Elaborate  Opening 

Sante  Fe,  N.  M.,  Dec.  15.— War- 
ners held  the  world  premiere  of  "Santa 

Fe  Trail"  here  at  three  theatres  Sat- 
urday evening  against  a  background 

of  a  three-day  fiesta  which  ended  to- 
night. 
The  celebration  was  attended  by 

groups  of  players,  press  representa- 
tives and  executives  from  New  York 

and  Hollywood,  the  Coast  group  head- 
ed by  Errol  Flynn  and  Olivia  de  Hav- 

illand. 
State  and  local  committees  headed 

by  Gov.  John  E.  Miles  and  Mayor 
Alfredo  Ortiz  greeted  the  visitors  at 
a  reception  Friday  afternoon  in  the 
State  Capitol  here.  A  Fandango  was 
held  Friday  in  the  La  Fonda  Hotel, 
with  Miss  de  Havilland  crowned 
Queen  of  Santa  Fe  by  the  City  Coun- cil. 

The  Governor's  grand  ball  was  held 
Friday  evening.  The  Saturday  pro- 

gram included  a  sports  carnival  at 
the  Santa  Fe  Ski  Club  in  the  morn- 

ing, a  parade  in  the  afternoon  and  the 
premiere  in  the  evening,  with  the  stars 
appearing  in  person  at  the  three  thea- 

tres, the  Lensic,  Burro  Alley  and 
Paris.  After  the  premiere  a  jubilee 
ball  was  held  in  Seth  Hall.  Today  a 
farewell  parade  was  followed  by  the 
departure  of  the  two  special  trains, 
one  heading  back  to  Hollywood,  the 
other  to  New  York. 

93.4%  of  Contracts 

Closed,  Says  Allied 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

independent  exhibitors  polled  are 
closing  their  flat  rental  and  guaran- 

tee deals  on  the  same  terms  as  last 
year  or  less ;  that  exhibitors  in  terri- 

tories where  they  are  organized  paid 
a  lower  percentage  of  the  gross  than 
in  non-organized  territory;  that  12.1 
per  cent  of  all  films  sold  were  on  per- 

centage and  87.9  flat  rental. 
With  the  exception  of  M-G-M,  the 

companies  sold  all-flat  rental  con- 
tracts, the  report  on  these  contracts 

being  42  per  cent  all-flat  and  58  per 
cent  with  some  percentage  pictures, 
the  AID  said. 
A  breakdown  of  the  percentage 

brackets  was  given  to  show  that  ex- 
hibitors generally  are  paying  percent- 

ages which  appear  to  be  too  high,  ac- 
cording to  the  AID. 

An  analysis  of  cancellations  showed 
that  M-G-M  permitted  the  greatest 
privileges  and  United  Artists  the  least. 
It  was  also  reported  that  46.7  per  cent 
of  all  short  subject  contracts  are  al- 

legedly forced. 

Court  Continues  Ban 

On  Scranton  Pickets 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Dec.  15. — Claiming 
that  the  AFL  and  CIO  local  opera- 

tors' unions  were  contesting  for  juris- 
dictional control  of  collective  bargain- 

ing and  that  there  was  no  labor  dis- 
pute at  the  theatre,  Judge  Will  Leach 

of  the  Lackawanna  County  Court  re- 
fused to  rescind  a  no-picketing  injunc- 

tion issued  against  the  I.  A.  T.  S.  E. 
local  which  was  picketing  the  Bulls 
Head  Theatre. 

In  his  opinion  the  jurist  criticized 
the  actions  of  labor  unions  which  "op- 

press other  people"  and  also  rapped 
the  "hocus-pocus"  involved  in  the  set- 

ting up  of  some  labor  unions. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Caldwell  Has  Own  House 
Cleveland,  Dec.  15. — Wallace  Cald- 

well has  resigned  as  manager  of 
Loew's  Stillman  here  to  operate  his 
own  house,  the  new  Esquire  in  To- 

ledo, O.  Caldwell  is  president  and 
general  manager  of  Esquire  Theatres, Inc. 

Casting  Film  on  Coast 
Henry  Weissman,  former  foreign 

film  producer  who  is  making  a  new 
version  of  Thornton  Wilder's  "The 
Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey,"  left  New 
York  for  Hollywood  on  Friday  to 
sign  a  director,  featured  players  and 
cast  for  the  film. 

Exhibitors  at  Odds 

In  Fight  with  KRS 

London,  Dec.  15. — Many  London 
exhibitors  have  expressed  dissatisfac- 

tion with  the  procedure  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Cinematograph  Exhi- 

bitors Association  relative  to  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Kinematograph  Renters  So- 

ciety (distributors)  on  theatres  closed 
because  of  the  war. 
The  dissatisfaction  is  evident  de- . 

spite  the  vigorous  policy  of  opposi- 
tion and  non-cooperation  decided  up- 

on at  the  C.E.A.  General  Council 
meeting  in  Wales  earlier  this  week. 
It  is  contended  here  that  although  the^ 
C.E.A.  attitude  is  emphatic  on  paper, 
it  provides  no  machinery  to  imple- ment is  terms. 

Many  exhibitors  who  are  consider- 
ing refusing  to  supply  the  K.R.S.  with 

the  operation  details  to  which  the 
exhibitors  object  are  asking  what  the 
C.E.A.  will  do  to  assist  them  if  they 
do  refuse.  They  will  demand  a  con- 

crete guarantee  from  the  C.E.A.  that 
the  exhibitor  organization  will  fight 
their  cases  legally  if  the  K.R.S.  makes 
an  issue  of  any  refusal  to  supply  in- formation. 

Little  3  Plan  to 

Attack  U.  S.  Suit 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

City,  Nashville  and  Buffalo  suits,  as 
well.  Any  of  the  latter  three  might 
be  selected  by  the  Government  for 
trial  first,  because,  having  been  filed 
two  years  ago,  they  are  much  nearer 
to  trial  than  the  Government's  new action  here.  The  Oklahoma  City  case 
is  nearest  of  all  to  trial,  according  to 
the  Government. 

Somewhere  along  the  line,  and  pos- 
sibly in  any  one  of  the  four  pending 

suits,  Columbia  is  expected  to  move 
for  an  appeal  which  will  give  it  the 
opportunity  to  bring  the  consent  decree 
before  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for 
a  test  of  its  validity. 

Louis  D.  Frohlich,  of  Schwartz  & 
Frohlich,  Columbia  counsel,  advised 
Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  at 
a  recent  hearing  that  it  was  his  in- 

tention to  bring  the  decree  before  the 
high  court  on  appeal. 

Porter  Chosen  Phila. 

Exchange  U  nionHead 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  15.' — William 

Z.  Porter,  Monogram  office  manager 
and  booker,  was  reelected  president  of 
the  Film  Exchange  Employes'  Union, 
Local  87,  here  Friday  night.  Others 
elected  were :  Fred  Fortunate,  vice- 
president  ;  James  McWilliams,  record- 

ing and  financial  secretary ;  Marie 
Hause,  treasurer;  James  A.  Flynn, 
business  agent;  Al  Homstock,  ser- 
geant-at-arms ;  Henrietta  Weinberg, 
trustee.  The  new  executive  board  in- 

cludes Harry  Bache,  Charles  Donahue, 
Charles  Smith,  James  Keating,  An- 

thony Blase,  William  McLaughlin. 
Peg  Fogarty  and  Victoria  Vanstory. 

Hold  Christmas  Party 

New  Haven,  Dec.  15. — Local  B-41 
of  the  exchange  employes'  union  held its  annual  Christmas  party  Friday  at 
the  Baybrook  Inn.  Laura  Villano 
was  chairman,  assisted  by  Dan  Zipkin 
and  Robert  Hoffman. 





A  Thousand  Laugh 

Who  Love< 

YOUR  CHANCE  TO  CASH  in  two  ways  on  a  big  promotion  idea  for  a 

big  show! ...  Go  after  one  of  these  369  CASH  PRIZES,  in  the  great 

showmanship  contest  on  publicity,  advertising  and  exploitation  campaigns 

that  tie  in  "Little  Men"  and  "Elsie,"  the  most  famous  cow  in  the  world... 

the  cow  whose  tons  of  publicity  make  her  a  real  Hollywood  "personality" 

...  the  bovine  now  being  featured  in  big  national  magazine,  newspaper 

and  billboard  campaigns  ...  the  contact  that  will  put  you  in  touch 

with  your  share  of  525,000  retail  dealers  ready  to  co-operate.  Learn 

all  about  it  in  the  special  press  sheet; 

about  the  stills,  stunts  and  tie-ups  with- 

out end.  Get  started  early  and  win  one 

of  those  top  cash  prizes! 

Contest  begins  November  1,  1940,  and  continues  to, 

and  including,  April  15,  1941.  The  contest  applies 

to  all  "Little  Men"  engagements  opening  within  this 

period.  All  entries  must  be  postmarked  or  sent  not 

later  than  midnight,  April  25,  1941.  In  the  event 

of  ties,  duplicate  prizes  will  be  awarded.  Full  details 
available  without  cost  at  any  RKO  Exchange. 

Here's  the  $15,000.00  as  Cash  Prizes 
IN  CITIES  OF  100,000  OR  OVER 

FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 
1st  Prize   $500.00 
2nd  Prize    250.00 
3rd  Prize    100.00 

Ten  of  $50.00  each 
SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize   $250.00 
2nd  Prize    100.00 

Ten  of  $50.00  each 
Fifty  of  $25.00  each 

IN  CITIES  OF  25,000  50  100,000 
FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize   $500.00 
2nd  Prize    250.00 
3rd  Prize    100.00 

Five  of  $50.00  each 

SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 
1st  Prize   $250.00 
2nd  Prize    100.00 
3rd  Prize    50.00 

Seventy-five  of  $25.00  each 
IN  CITIES  UNDER  25,000 

ALL  THEATRES 
1st  Prize   $500  00 
2nd  Prize    250.00 
3rd  Prize    100.00 

Ten  at  $50.00  each 
150  at  $25.00  each 

IN  CANADA  (ALL  CITIES) 
FIRST  RUN  THEATRES 

1st  Prize   $250.00 
2nd  Prize    100.00 

Two  of  $50.00  each 

SUBSEQUENT  RUN  THEATRES 
1st  Prize   $200.00 
2nd  Prize    100.00 

Two  of  $50.00  each 
Twelve  of  $25.00  each 

RKO  NATIONAL  CIRCUIT 
1st  Prize   $400.00 
2nd  Prize    200.00 
3rd  Prize   100.00 

Two  of  $50.00  each 

RKO  METROPOLITAN  N  Y.  CIRCUIT 
1st  Prize   $300.00 
2nd  Prize    200.00 
3rd  Prize    100.00 



nd  Heart  Throbs  For  All 

Little  Women 

Streamlined  to  the  screen 

from  one  of  the  most  popular 

novels  ever  written  .  .  .  with 

two  lovable  rogues  added  to 

the  most  laughed-  and  cried- 

over  group  of  folks  ever  caught 

between  the  covers  of  a  book 

...Alias  a  million  hearts  have 

pictured  them,  all  as  millions 

more  will  love  them  .  .  .  in  a 

drama  -  suspense  -  excitement 

show  with  a  box-office  call 

in  every  one  of  its  dozens  of 

crowd-pleasing  angles. 

GENE  TOWNE  presents 

with 

KAY  FRANCIS-JACK  OAKIE-GEORGE  BANCROFT 

U18  JIMMY  LYDON  •  ANN  GILLfS  *  CHARLES  ESMOND  and 
Directed  by  NORMAN  Z.  McLEOD 

fTHF  PnW)  P^uced  by  GENE  TOWNE  and  GRAHAM  BAKER \  I  nt    UUff  /  Screen  play  fay  Mark  Kelly  and  Arthur  Caesar 



Soon  to  be  previewed  prepara- 

tory to  early  release,  is  Harold 

Lloyd's  production  for  RKO 

Radio,  "A  Girl,  a  Guy  and  a  Gob," 
a  riotous  comedy-romance-drama 
featuring  such  players  as  George 

Murphy,  Lucille  Ball  and  Edmond 

O'Brien.  The  Hollywood  tipoff  is 
that  the  show  has  everything  it 

takes  for  sensational  popular 

entertainment— fast  plot,  uproar- 

ious situations  and  wise-crack- 

ing dialogue,  with  every  scene 
touched  with  the  movie  magic 

of  its  producer,  and  its  director, 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Chad  Hanna" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  15. 

'"pHIS  is  a  story  of  circus  life  in  the  days  of  1840  when  tent  shows 
drove  from  town  to  town,  and  the  lady  who  rode  the  big  horses  bare- 

back was  the  country  bumpkin's  conception  of  glamor  personified.  It  is 
filmed  in  color,  with  stunning  effects,  and  the  subject  fits  the  medium  to 
a  T.  Henry  Fonda  is  seen  as  the  bumpkin  in  the  case  and  Dorothy 
Lamour  and  Linda  Darnell  as  the  bareback  riders,  one  a  flirt,  the  other 
^virtuous,  of  whom  he  is  enamoured. 

Written  for  the  screen  and  produced  by  Nunnally  Johnson,  who  did 

the  same  jobs  for  "Grapes  of  Wrath,"  the  picture  derives  from  Walter 
D.  Edmonds'  "Red  Wheels  Rolling,"  originally  published  in  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post.  The  action  takes  place  in  various  small  towns  along 
the  route  the  circus  plays  in  upstate  New  York,  and  includes  battling 
between  gangs  of  roustabouts,  smuggling  of  slaves,  economic  difficulties 
affecting  the  career  of  the  circus  and  its  people,  parades,  performances 
under  canvas,  and  some  emotional  passages,  notably  a  bedroom  episode 
played,  by  Miss  Lamour  and  Fonda,  which  suggests  discouraging  the 
attendance  of  the  very  young. 

Supporting  the  three  named  are  Guy  Kibbee,  Jane  Darwell,  John 
Carradine,  Roscoe  Ates,  Ted  North,  Ben  Carter,  Frank  Thomas,  Olin 
Thomas  and  many  another,  the  large  cast  running  to  types  of  wide 
variety. 

Direction  by  Henry  King  is  an  influence  for  unity  in  a  picture  which, 
I  by  reason  of  a  narrative  calling  for  steady  shifting  of  scenes  from  town 
i  to  town  as  the  circus  makes  its  way,  is  of  necessity  episodic. 

Running  time,  78  minutes.    "A."*  Roscoe  Williams. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

"Behind  the  News" 
(Republic) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  15. 
i«r)  EHIND  the  News"  is  the  story  of  a  star  reporter,  a  cub  reporter  and 

•*-*a  girl.  The  first  is  blase  in  his  coverage  of  news;  the  cub,  working 
on  a  big  city  newspaper  for  six  months  as  a  scholarship  prize  in  college 
journalism,  is  enthusiastic,  and  the  girl,  secretary  to  the  district  attorney, 
is  in  love  with  the  star  reporter.  The  roles  are  played  respectively  by 
Lloyd  Nolan,  Frank  Albertson  and  Doris  Davenport,  with  Albertson 
walking  off  with  the  honors. 

The  cub  insists  upon  following  clues  in  which  the  escape  of  a  criminal 
is  engineered  in  order  to  have  him  slain,  and  an  innocent  man  is  being 
"railroaded"  for  the  crime.  He  manages  to  enthuse  the  veteran  news- 

paperman.   The  trail  leads  to  Mexico  where  the  climax  takes  place. 
The  screenplay  by  Isabel  Dawn  and  Bpyce  DeGaw,  who  adapted  the 

original  story  by  Dore  Schary  and  Allen  Rivkin,  mixes  humor  with 
action,  although  many  of  the  lines  are  cliche.  Joseph  Santley  directed, 
under  associate  producer  Robert  North. 

The  top  trio  is  supported  by  Robert  Armstrong,  Paul  Harvey,  Charles 
Halton,  Eddie  Conrad,  Harry  Tyler,  Dick  Elliott,  Archie  Twitchell, 
Veda  Ann  Borg,  Milton  Parsons,  Frank  Puglia,  Charles  Stevens. 

Running  time,  73  minutes.    "G."*  Vance  King. 

"G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"Suez"  Blackstone 

$18,000  in  Baltimore 
Baltimore,  Dec.  15. — Business  is 

feeling  the  pre-holiday  slump  only 
slightly.  The  Hippodrome  was  able  to 
weather  the  situation  for  the  past 
week  by  combining  Blackstone,  ma- 

gician, with  "South  of  Suez." 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  12  : 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY — (3,000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $10,200.  (Average,  $10,000) 
"Flowing  Gold"  (W.  B.) 
KEITH's— (2,406)  (15c-28c-33c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $9,000.   (Average,  $9,000) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)  (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $7,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Lady  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) STANLEY— (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-S5c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"South  of  Simk"  (W.  B.) 
HIPPODROME— (2,205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c- 

55c-56c)  7  days.  Blackstone,  the  magician, 
on  the  stage.  Gross:  $18,000.  (Average, 
$14,000) 

SMPE  Meeting  to 

Discuss  Screens 
New  methods  of  cleaning  screens 

will  be  outlined  and  demonstrated  on 
Wednesday  at  the  meeting  of  the  At- 

lantic Coast  Section  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers,  by  Robert 
O.  Walker,  president  of  the  Walker 
American  Corp.,  manufacturers  of  the- 

atre screens,  at  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

Mong  Funeral  Held 
Hollywood,  Dec.  15. — Funeral  ser- 

vices were  held  here  Friday  for  Wil- 
liam C.  Mong,  65,  stage  and  screen 

actor,  who  died  last  Wednesday. 

M-G-M  Buys  Original 
Hollywood,  Dec.  15. — M-G-M  has 

bought  "Mama's  Angel,"  original 
story  by  Angna  Enters,  for  produc- tion. 

Showmanship  Flashes 

Voting  Machines,  Parade 
Aid  'Great  McGinty' 
Plymouth,  Pa.,  Dec.  15.  —  One 

week  before  the  showing  of  "The 
Great  McGinty"  at  the  Shawnee  The- 

atre, Managers  William  Roberts  and 
William  Keating  had  a  voting  booth 
in  the  lobby  with  patrons  signing  their 
names  to  ballots.  On  night  prior  to 
opening  lucky  persons  were  given 
tickets  to  picture.  On  opening  day  a 
street  parade  included  the  Plymouth 
High  School  band  in  uniform  and  12 
automobiles,  including  an  open  car  in 
which  rode  Manager  Roberts  and  man 
dressed  as  McGinty,  in  checkered  suit, 
brown  derby  and  cane. 

Milking  Contest  Set 
For  'Little  Men'  Run 
Denver,  Dec.  15. — A  milking  con- 

test in  which  300  persons  had  en- 
tered was  arranged  for  the  first  run 

of  "Little  Men,"  in  which  Elsie  the 
cow  is  featured,  at  the  Orpheum 
here.  Mickey  Gross,  manager  of 
the  house,  and  Terry  Turner,  of 
RKO's  exploitation  department  tied in  with  the  Denver  Post  on  the 
stunt.  The  contest  was  held  on 
the  stage. 

Hold  Showing  in  Plane 

Of  'Flight  Command' 
As  part  of  the  extensive  and  elabo- rate promotional  campaign  on 

M-G-M's  "Flight  Command,"  the  film 
ivas  previewed  to  newspaper  men  and 
aviation  figures  in  a  Pennsylvania 
Central  Airline  plane  flying  between 
Washington  and  Kitty  Hawk,  N.  C, 
on  Sunday.  Ray  Bell  of  Howard 
Dietz's  publicity  staff  is  handling  the 

campaign  from  Waslvington  on  the 
"hemispheric  premiere,"  to  be  held  to- 

morrow, Pan-American  Aviation  Day, 
simultaneously  in  Washington,  Ha- 
vawna,  Mexico  City  and  Toronto. 

Issue  Mailing  Piece  on 
'Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop' 

United  Artists'  publicity  and  adver- 
tising department  has  issued  for  ex- hibitors, circuit  heads,  newspapers 

and  radio  commentators  the  first  of  a 
series  of  mailing  pieces  on  the  Richard 
Rowland  production,  "Cheers  for  Miss 

Bishop." 

Free  Tickets  to  Red  Heads 

In  Promotion  on  'The  Lady' 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  15. — A  promo- 

tion stunt  for  all  local  red-haired 
women  was  staged  by  the  Warfield 
Theatre  for  the  showing  of  "The 
Lady  With  Red  Hair."  The  City of  Paris,  downtown  department 
store,  ran  ads  in  all  four  local 
papers  announcing  a  pair  of  free 
guest  tickets  to  the  show  for  every 
red-haired  patron  in  its  beauty  sa- 

lon during  the  picture's  run. 

School  Safety  Posters 
In  'Sante  Fe'  Tieup 

As  part  of  the  national  safety  cam- 
paign, Warners  arc  distributing  to 

150,000  schools  in  the  country  posters 
urging  safety,  with  a  statement  from 
Errol  Flynn  on  safety,  as  a  tieup  on 

the  Warner  film,  "Santa  Fe  Trail,"  in 
which  Flynn  is  starred.  "Santa  Fe 
Trail"  safety  buttons  have  been  pre- 

pared for  distribution  to  school  chil- 
dren by  exhibitors. 

m  Audience 

')     N  IS  THE  ANSWER! 

THE  SENSATIONAL 

CBS  C0AST-T0 -COAST 

NETWORK  SMASH 

IS  BIO  NEWS  AS  A 

BOB  HAWK'S      LAUOH-PACKEd  
REEL! 

TAKE  IT  OR 

LEAVE  
IT" SIDNEY  MEYER,  president,  Wometco  Thea- 

tres, Miami  Beach,  sends  word:  "Audience 
reaction  .  .  .  audience  comments  . . .  very, 

very  favorable!" A  COLUMBIA  "QUIZ"  REEL  -  NOW  BOOKING 
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Off  the  Antenna 

BALLOTS  were  mailed  over  the  weekend  to  members  of  the  New  York 
local  of  the  American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists  to  decide  on  the 

officers  for  1941.  It  had  been  originally  decided  to  hold  the  annual  elections 
at  the  union's  meeting  last  Thursday,  but  this  was  cancelled  and  the  mail referendum  was  substituted.    The  ballots  are  due  back  in  two  weeks. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Dinty  Doyle  will  be  guest  on  "Where  Are  You  From?" over  WOR  Wednesday  at  8  P.M.  .  .  .  Jerry  Sill,  who  has  been  handling 
promotion  for  CBS  owned  and  operated  stations,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
station  relations  department  where  he  will  work  under  Herbert  V.  Akerberg, 
vice-president,  to  aid  CBS  affiliates  in  building  their  promotion  campaigns. 
.  .  .  Ezra  Stone  will  be  guest  on  "Time  to  Smile"  over  NBC-Red  at  9  P.M. •  •  • 

WLW,  Cincinnati,  will  shift  from  its  regular  signal  of  50,000  watts 
to  an  experimental  power  of  500,000  watts  at  midnight  Christmas  Eve 
to  broadcast  the  midnight  mass  from  the  new  Saints  Peter's  and  Paul's Cathedral.  Archbishop  John  T.  McNichols  will  celebrate  the  Pontifical 
High  Mass  and  will  preach  the  Christmas  sermon. •  •  • 

Perhaps  to  substitute  for  Irving  Caesar's  "Songs  of  Safety"  which  will leave  WOR  because  of  the  Ascap  ban  Dec.  31,  WOR  over  the  weekend 
announced  that  it  would  launch  a  new  safety  program  for  children  Thursday, 
at  5:15  P.M.  Called  "Play  Safe,"  the  program  will  feature  March  Mac- 

intosh, who  will  explain  what  risks  to  avoid  while  indulging  in  sports. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Ward  Wheelock  Co.  has  been  appointed  agency  for 
Palnwlivc-  Soap  in  the  United  States.  Colgate-Palmolive-Pcct  thus  has  three 
agencies  with  Ted  Bates,  Inc.,  handling  five  Colgate  products  and  Sherman  & 
Marquette  five  other  products.  .  .  .  Dr.  Louis  Sunshine,  'who  has  produced 
several  plays,  is  noiv  conducting  a  series  on  plastic  surgery  over  WOV  Satur- 

days at  6:15  P.M.  called  "Your  Face  is  Your  Fortune."  .  .  .  Art  Metal  Works has  released  a  dramatized  spot  campaign  on  behalf  of  Ronson  Lighters.  The 
programs,  prepared  by  Basch  Radio  Productions,  will  bo  heard  on  14  sta- 

tions. .  .  .  New  business  at  WBNX  includes  Adam  Hat's,  Fairmount  Butter, Banco  dc  Napoli  Trust  Co.,  Mt.  Carmel  Wine,  Public  Service  Optical  Co., 
Stanbach  Headache  Powders,  Garcia  Wines  and  Oca  Pinkovails.  .  .  .  Lever 
Bros,  has  signed  a  nS-zveck  contract  for  one-minute  station  break  announce- 

ments over  WHN.  .  .  .  NBC  has  added  three  new  sponsors.  Land  o'  Lakes 
Creameries  will  sponsor  Edgar  A.  Guest  over  NBC-Blue  Wednesdays,  Thurs- 

days and  Fridays  at  4  :45  P.M.,  Benjamin  Moore  will  bring  back  the  "Betty 
Moore"  scries  March  1  over  NBC-Red  Saturdays  at  10.30  A.M.  .  .  .  News- 

week will  sponsor  "Ahead  of  the  Headlines"  over  N BC-Blue,  beginning  Jan. 
2,  Thursdays  at  10:30  P.M. 

Radio  Agency 

Bill  for  Year 

$25,000,000 

Trade  officials  estimate  that  the 
radio  industry  paid  $25,000,000  for 
advertising  agency  services  during 
1940.  Estimates  of  the  total  amount 

expended  by  radio  for  talent  dur- 
ing the  year  are  not  available,  al- 

though that  item  of  expense  is  con- 
ceded to  be  the  largest  of  any. 

From  a  standpoint  of  income, 
the  year  will  be  the  best  ever 
for  the  radio  industry,  with 
total  billings  for  the  three  lead- 

ing networks  in  excess  of 
$88,000,000,  it  is  estimated. 
For  the  first  11  months  of  this  year, 

NBC-Red  grossed  $36,168,421,  NBC- 
Blue  grossed  $9,584,706,  CBS  grossed 
$37,205,560,  and  Mutual  grossed 
S4.190.071. 

In  addition,  the  non-network  billings 
total  of  the  450  network  stations  and 
of  some  400  independents  is  not  yet 
estimated. 

Radio's  "telephone"  bill  for  leased 
wires  is  estimated  at  $5,000,000  for 
the  year  and  its  payments  to  power 
companies  is  estimated  at  $2,000,000. 

To  Retain  Ogilvie 

In  BBC  Shakeup 

London,  Dec.  15. — It  is  understood 
authoritatively  here  that  Director  Gen- 

eral Ogilvie  of  the  British  Broadcast- 
ing Co.  may  not  resign  in  the  shakeup 

which  is  expected  to  follow  the  cur- 
rent Government  inquiry  into  the  net- 

work's operations,  but  may  remain  as 
head  of  the  BBC  entertainment  ac- 
tivities. 

It  is  also  believed  likely  that  the 
control  of  the  corporation's  political activities  and  broadcasts  is  due  for  a 
change,  with  the  Ministry  of  Informa- 

tion and  the  Foreign  Office  dictating 
the  revision. 
One  section  of  the  Government  is 

said  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Minister 
of  Information  acting  in  the  War 
Cabinet  in  control  of  all  political 
broadcasts.  A  decision  is  expected 
shortly. 

Photographers  to  Dine 

The  Press  Photographers  Associa- 
tion of  New  York  will  hold  its  12th 

annual  dinner  and  entertainment  Feb. 
14  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Joseph  Hepp- 
ner  and  Robert  A.  Wands  are  co- 
chairmen.  Numerous  screen,  radio  and 
stage  personalities  are  being  lined  up 
for  the  program. 

NBC  Children's  Party 
The  annual  Christmas  party  for  the 

children  of  NBC  employes  will  be 
held  at  Studio  8-H  in  Radio  City  at 
10  A.M.  on  Dec.  24. 

First  Air  Defense 

Board  Meet  Jan.  6 

Washington,  Dec.  15. — Mem- 
bers of  the  Defense  Com- 

munications Board  have  been 
summoned  by  Chairman 
James  L.  Fly  for  their  first 
meeting  here  Jan.  6  to  dis- 

cuss general  policies  and 
procedure.  The  conference 
will  be  followed  by  organiza- 

tion of  the  separate  commit- 
tees. It  is  expected  the  board 

will  quickly  get  down  to  its 
task  of  developing  a  program 
for  the  control  of  communi- 

cations in  time  of  war. 

Seeks  Approval  for 

Philadelphia  FM  Unit 
Washington,  Dec.  15. — The  Fed- 

eral Communications  Commission  has 
been  asked  to  issue  a  construction  per- 

mit to  the  WFIL  Broadcasting  Co., 
for  an  FM  station  in  Philadelphia  to 
operate  on  45,300  kilocycles,  covering 
10,900  square  miles  with  a  population 
of  4,760,200. 
An  application  also  was  submitted 

by  the  Capital  City  Broadcasting  Co., 
Inc.,  for  a  construction  permit  for  a 
new  1,170-kilocycle,  5,000-watt  day- 

time station  at  Topeka,  Kan.,  with 
transmitter  at  Tecumseh,  Kan. 

Station  KLRA,  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
submitted  a  request  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,390  to  1,010  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  5,000  to 
50,000  watts. 

Theatre 

Changes 

Reopens  in  Minneapolis 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  15. — The  Es- 

quire Theatre,  closed  recently  by  Irv- 
ing Gillman,  has  reopened  under  the 

management  of  the  Mitch  Theatre 
Corp.,  headed  by  Benjamin  Berger, 
who  has  a  circuit  of  10  houses,  includ- 

ing the  Paradise  here.  Reno  Wilk  is 
manager  of  the  house. 

Plan  Louisiana  Theatre 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  15. — Beren- 
son's  Theatres  have  purchased  a  site 
at  Gretna,  La.,  for  a  theatre  on  which 
construction  is  expected  to  begin  in 
the  Spring.  The  house  will  seat  about 
1.000. 

Remodel  One,  Plan  Second 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  15. — A.  W. 

Heyl  and  C.  B.  Kelly,  Wakeeny, 
Kan.,  co-owners  of  the  Kaw  at  Junc- 

tion City,  Kan.,  have  started  remodel- 
ing the  house  to  double  the  seating 

capacity  to  1,400.  In  addition,  the  two 
have  taken  over  the  Community  House 
in  Junction  City,  a  community  recre- 

ational center  until  the  new  Municipal 
Auditorium  was  built,  and  will  re- model it  into  a  theatre. 

Remodeling  Iowa  Theatre 

Newton,  la.,  Dec.  15. — Robert  M. 
Johnson,  operator  of  the  Iowa  The- 

atre here,  has  started  remodeling  op- 
erations that  include  taking  in  the 

adjoining  building. 

Named  Warner  Assistant 

Chester,  Pa.,  Dec.  15. — Hy  High- 
field,  assistant  manager  at  Warners' Stanley  here,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Warner  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  as 
assistant. 

Takes  Pennsylvania  Theatre 
Marcus  Hook,  Pa.,  Dec.  15. — 

Harry  Dembow,  who  operates  the 
Globe,  has  taken  over  the  town's  only 
other  theatre,  the  Koff-Munzer  Con- 

gress. 

Lewis  to  Grand,  Columbus 
Cleveland,  Dec.  15. — Leon  Lewis 

of  the  RKO  105th  Street  here  has 

been  promoted  to  treasurer  and  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Grand  in  Colum- 

bus. 
Manages  Canadian  House 

Montreal,  Dec  15. — United  Amuse- 
ments Corp.,  Ltd.,  has  named  William 

H.  Wright,  formerly  of  the  Monk- land  Theatre,  as  manager  of  the  Rialto, 
succeeding  B.  M.  Garfield,  now  man- 

ager of  the  Rialto  Theatre  Building. 

Photophone  Deals  Closed 
The  following  theatres  have  closed 

sound  equipment  deals  with  RCA 
Photophone  :  Fairfax  and  Pearl,  Jack- 

sonville, and  the  Florida,  Tallahassee ; 
Cambria,  Johnstown,  Pa. ;  Melba, 
Batesville.  Ark.;  H.  &  H.,  Bowdle, 
S.  D. ;  Aztec,  Aztec,  N.  M. ;  Cotton 
Boll,  Westville,  Ariz.,  and  the-  Texas, Brownwood,  Tex. 

Purchases  Simplex  Equipment 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has 

sold  Simplex  sound  equipment  to  the 
new  Paramount  Beach  Theatre,  which 
will  open  during  Christmas  week  at Miami  Beach. 

TO  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY: 

The  undersigned  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  own- 
ers of  all  distribution  and  exhibition  rights  in  and  to 

the  motion  picture  entitled  "ECSTASY". 
NOTICE  and  WARNING  are  hereby  given  that 

any  exhibition,  distribution  or  other  dealing  with  the 

said  motion  picture  "ECSTASY"  will  be  a  violation 
and  infringement  of  the  property  rights  of  the  under- 

signed ;  that  the  undersigned  will  hold  strictly  ac- 
countable in  damages  any  and  all  parties  whom- 

soever who  attempt  or  participate  in  such  wrongful 
and  unlawful  exhibition,  distribution  or  other  dealing 

with  the  said  motion  picture  entiled  "ECSTASY". 
Dated:  December  11,  1940. 

MICHAEL  M.  WYNGATE,  INC. 
MAX  WEINGARTEN 

236  West  59th  Street 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Critics9  Quotes 

"THIRD  FINGER,  LEFT  HAND"  (M-G-M) 
Has  a  preposterous  amusing  central  idea,  but  it  grows  less  preposterous  and 

less  amusing  from  one  sequence  to  another. — Howard  Barnes,  Nezv  York 
Herald  Tribune: 

A  pleasant  comedy  that  would  be  much  pleasanter  if  it  didn't  overstay  its welcome.  It  runs  for  an  hour  and  40  minutes,  which  is  much  too  long  for  this 
sort  of  fluff. — Kate  Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 

A  lot  of  hilarious  complications. — Lee  Mortimer,  Nezv  York  Daily  Mirror. 
A  trifling  but  sometimes  amusing  distortion  of  life. — Bosley  Crowther,  Nezv 

■  York  Times. 
Melvyn  Douglas  is  an  attractive  comedy  foil  for  Miss  Loy.  They  have  many 

amusing  scenes  and  a  half  hour  cut  in  the  running  time  would  liven  things  up 
even  more. — Prunella  Hall,  Boston  Post. 

Guaranteed  as  a  perfect  example  of  the  sort  of  entertainment  that  will 
strain  no  one's  intellectual  powers,  it  is  easy  to  look  at,  particularly  when  Miss 
Loy  is  present,  and  if  it  permits  the  attention  to  wander  a  bit,  it  is  still  good 
for  quite  a  number  of  laughs. — Elinor  Hughes,  Boston  Herald. 

"A  DISPATCH  FROM   REUTER'S"  (Warners) 
Gives  evidence  of  all  the  pains  and  care  put  into  the  making  of  it.  The 

acting  is  first-rate,  the  settings  are  effective  and  William  Dieterle's  direction 
is  adequate. — Wanda  Hale,  New  York  Daily  News. 
Though  generally  interesting,  the  film  is  only  occasionally  stimulating  .  .  . 

on  the  whole,  it  is  a  creditable  job  and,  like  William  Dieterle's  previous excursions  into  the  biographical,  the  production  is  handsomely  mounted  and 
the  story  flows  smoothly. — Bosley  Crowther:,  Nezv  York  Times. 
The  Warners  have  given  Edward  G.  Robinson  a  fat  and  rewarding  role 

in  Reuter  and  his  performance  justifies  their  good  judgment  ...  its  story 
runs  smoothly,  if  not  always  with  complete  realism. — Robert  W.  Dana,  Nezv 
York  Herald  Tribune. 
Truth  and  fiction  mingle  together  to  make  a  good  story,  even  if  neither 

Robinson  nor  Edna  Best  is  convincing. — C.  J.  Bulliet,  Chicago  Daily  News. 
Has  been  told  with  diginity  and  drama  .  .  .  exciting  and  exceptionally  well 

done. — Chicago  Herald- American. 
Not  nearly  so  absorbing  as  some  of  the  other  biographies  turned  out  by 

Warner  Brothers  ...  an  interesting  account  of  the  career  of  an  interesting 
and  ambitious  man. — Doris  Arden,  Chicago  Daily  Times. 

"LADY  WITH  RED  HAIR"  (Warners) 
Out  of  a  welter  of  stock  theatrical  characters,  only  Rain's  David  Belasco 

and  a  blustering  boarding  house  keeper  played  by  Helen  Westley  emerge 
enterta  iningly . — Time. 
The  chief  appeal  of  "Lady  With  Red  Hair"  will  be  to  oldsters  who remember  Mrs.  Carter  and  Mr.  Belasco  and  to  those  to  whom  the  theatre 

has  an  irresistible  lure.  Others,  we  feel,  will  find  it  a  reasonably  entertain- 
ing story,  told  leisurely  and  in  episodic  form. — Norman  Clark,  Baltimore 

Nezvs  Post. 
No  motion  picture  has  captured  the  flavor  of  the  stage  more  truly  and 

only  the  deficiencies  in  plot  and  the  unwillingness  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
about  the  subjects,  keep  this  from  ranking  with  the  year's  best  offerings. — 
Donald  Kirkley,  Baltimore  Morning  Sun. 

Can  be  recommended  by  this  bureau  only  with  a  cowardly  and  evasive  yes- 
and-no. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

"YOU'LL  FIND  OUT"  (RKO) 
An  irresistible  blend  of  mystery,  music  and  merriment,  it  kept  the  audience 

alternately  shivering  and  shouting  throughout  its  unreeling.  ...  Of  a  cer- 
tainty, this  box-office  sure-thing  should  be  cause  for  thanksgiving  every 

day  on  the  part  of  the  satisfied  management. — Peggy  Doyle,  Boston  American. 
Put  together  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  entertain  the  audience,  the 

second  Kay  Kyser  achieves  its  intentions  with  high  success. — Providence 
Journal. 

"TRAIL  OF  THE  VIGILANTES"  (Universal) 
An  odd  mixture  of  straight  horse  opera  and  burlesque.  Sometimes  the 

action  is  good,  sometimes  the  burlesque  is  sly  and  comical,  but  the  line 
between  has  not  been  drawn  with  sufficient  sharpness. — Donald  Kirkley, 
Baltimore  Morning  Sun. 

Occasionally  the  spectators  find  themselves  laughing  when  its  events 
are  supposed  to  be  grave  and  tragic.  But  no  matter,  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes" may  be  included  with  the  best  of  cinema  fun,  and  we  believe  our  readers  will 
enjoy  it.    We  did,  hugely. — Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 

"CHRISTMAS  IN  JULY"  (Paramount) 
Just  one  delightful  little  picture.  So  human.  ...  It  will  be  of  absorbing 

interest  to  anybody  who  has  ever  participated  in  a  prize  contest — and  the 
world  is  full  of  such. — Chicago  Tribune-. 
An  ideal  film  through  its  whole  bright  course  .  .  .  the  fun  crackles  and 

the  pathos  is  not  overdone. — C.  J.  Bulliet,  Chicago  Daily  Neivs. 

"THE  LONG  VOYAGE  HOME"  (Wanger-United  Artists) 
The  kind  of  photoplay  upon  which  the  reviewer  would  like  to  heap  his 

repertory  of  superlatives. — Henry  T.  Murdoch,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 
The  cast  is  magnificent  .  .  .  ranks  with  "The  Informer"  and  "The  Grapes  of 

Wrath." — Laura  Lee,  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 

Compiled  by 
THEODORE  J.  SULLIVAN 

GUARD  AGAINST  LOSSES 

AVOID  TAX  TROUBLES 

THIS  NEW  EASY  ACCOUNTING  SYSTEM 

DEVISED  EXPRESSLY  FOR  EXHIBITORS 

TIME-SAVING 

ACCURATE 

SIMPLE 
2 

.00 

POSTPAID 

INDIVIDUAL 

SECTIONS  FOR 

EVERY  ITEM 

■  Just  published  for  the  first  time,  Theatre 
Management  Record  and  Annual  Tax 

Register,  meets  the  urgent  need  of  exhibitors 
for  a  simplified  theatre  bookkeeping  system. 
Devised  to  cover  all  operating  data,  the 

Record  enables  you  to  keep  a  complete  and 

up-to-the-minute  account  of  every  phase  of 

your  business  without  any  bookkeeping  ex- 

perience. Exhibitors,  this  accounting  system 

has  been  compiled  expressly  for  your  con- 
venience. It  is  designed  particularly  for  your 

needs  and  is  a  self-operating  safeguard  against 

losses  and  tax  troubles.  Once  tried,  you  will 

be  amazed  at  its  utter  simplicity.  Order  today 

and  take  advantage  of  the  special  introduc- 

tory price. 

QUICLEY 
ROCKEFELLER  CENTER 

BOOKSHOP 

NEW  YORK 



RESERVE 

POWER 

CAMERAMEN  depend  on  the  extra  abil- 

ity of  each  Eastman  negative  film  to 

meet  inevitable  emergencies,  and  by  so 

doing  to  help  maintain  exacting  shooting 

schedules.  This  reserve  power  always 

has  distinguished  Eastman  raw  films. 

Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  Distributors 

Fort  Lee  Chicago  Hollywood 

PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  when  little  light  is  available 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  haehgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 

EASTMAN  NEGATIVE  FILMS 
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U.S.  Seeks  to 

Revise  Ascap 

License  Basis 

Radio  Would  Be  Put  on  a 

Per  Use'  Rating 

Washington,  Dec.  16. — While 
details  of  the  proposed  settlement 
of  the  Government's  six-year  old 
anti-trust  suit  against  Ascap  are  be- 

ing- closely  guarded,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  is  said  in  informed 

circles  here  to  be  working  toward 

a  revision  of  Ascap's  license  struc- 
ture which  would  put  broadcasting 

stations  on  a  "per  use"  basis  in- 
stead of  being  required  to  pay  a 

percentage  on  all  commercial  busi- 
ness, as  at  present. 

The  suggested  settlement,  it 
was  said,  would  include  adop- 

tion of  a  system  under  which 
the  networks  would  pay  Ascap 
on  chain  programs  instead  of 
the  individual  stations. 
Such  a  settlement,  if  it  materializes, 

might  eliminate  many  of  the  elements 
which  contributed  to  the  present  war- 

fare between  Ascap  and  the  networks, 
officials  believe,  and  present  a  formula 
for  settlement  of  the  dispute. 
Department  officials  said  negotia- 

tions have  been  under  way  for  some 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Ernest  Kent  Dies; 

S.  R.  Kent's  Brother 
Hollywood,  Dec.  16. — Ernest  Kent, 

58,  brother  of  S.  R.  Kent,  president 
of  20th  Century-Fox,  died  instantly 
here  this  morning  in  a  head-on  auto- 

mobile collision.  He  was  maintenance 
supervisor  lor  Fox  West  Coast. 
Survivors  are  his  widow,  Bessie ;  his 
mother  and  two  other  brothers,  Larry, 
film  buyer  for  Fox  West  Coast,  and 
Arthur,  a  Washington  attorney. 
Another  Fox  West  Coast  death  to- 

day was  that  of  Bert  Osterman,  49, 
real  estate  representative  in  North- 

ern California,  who  died  of  a  heart 
attack. 

i  Klein  Is  Reelected 

Bookers  Club  Head 
Harold  Klein  of  the  Cocalis  circuit 

was  reelected  president  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Bookers  Club  at  a  meeting 
at  the  Hotel  Lincoln  last  night.  Leon 
Greenfield  of  the  Boro  Hall,  Brook- 

lyn, was  elected  vice-president. 
Others  elected  were :  treasurer, 

Benjamin    Levine,    United  Artists; 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Petrillo  Lifts  Ban  on  Army 

Bands;  Assured  on  Jobs 

The  ban  on  Army  music  over  the 
networks,  imposed  over  the  weekend 
by  James  C.  Petrillo,  American  Fed- 

eration of  Musicians  president,  was 
lifted  yesterday.  Petrillo  explained 
that  the  major  networks  had  given 
assurances  that  broadcasts  by  army 
bands  would  not  result  in  reduced  em- 

ployment for  musicians  at  the  studios. 
Petrillo  did  not  explain  what  those 

assurances  were  or  why  he  ordered 
Army  music  out  of  a  Mutual  program 
Sunday  when  there  was  no  immediate 
threat  of  any  musicians  being  dis- 

charged. He  said  that  the  move  gen- 
erally was  intended  to  forestall  any 

loss  of  employment  for  union  members. 
He  explained  that  he  had  always 

granted  specific  waivers  when  net- 
works had  requested  permission  to  use 

Army  bands  on  a  designated  program 
but  that  he  was  compelled  to  refuse 
when  the  networks  came  to  him  for  a 
general  waiver  on  all  programs.  How- 

ever, when  assurances  were  forthcom- 
ing that  no  studio  would  reduce  its 

present  staff  of  musicians  he  agreed  to 
permit  such  programs  to  go  on  the  air. 
The  agreement  affects  commercial  as 
well  as  sustaining  shows,  Petrillo  said. 

Petrillo  explained  that  he  had  acted 
originally  under  his  agreement  with 
the  networks  that  all  music  was  to  be 
played  by  A.F.M.  members  only,  and 
had  threatened  to  call  out  his  union 
members  if  the  networks  proceeded  to 
use  Army  music.  A  telegram  to  Pe- 

trillo from  S.  T.  Ansell,  the  union's 
general  counsel,  set  forth  the  history 
of  disputes  about  use  of  Army  bands 
for  private  purposes. 

Out  of  State  Firms 
Liable  for  Wis.  Tax 

Washington,  Dec.  16. — Out- of-state  corporations  doing 
business  in  Wisconsin  today 
were  held  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  liable  to  the  Wis- 

consin tax  of  two  and  one- 
half  per  cent  on  dividends 
paid  out  of  income  derived 
from  business  in  the  state, 
By  a  five-to-four  decision, 
the  court  reversed  an  opinion 
of  the  Wisconsin  Supreme 
Court  holding  that  the  tax 
applied  only  to  dividends 
paid  by  domestic  companies. 

Weekend  Grosses  Up 

After  Slow  Midweek 

Broadway  first  run  grosses  again 
rose  over  the  weekend  after  a  poor 
midweek  take.  Rain  yesterday,  how- 

ever, caused  box-offices  to  slump  once more. 

"Thief  of  Bagdad"  with  a  stage 
show  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
was  the  biggest  draw  over  the  week- 

end with  an  estimated  $50,000  for  the 
first  four  days  of  the  second  week. 
"No,  No,  Nanette"  will  open  there 
Thursday.  "Third  Finger,  Left  Hand" was  strong  at  the  Capitol  and  should 
finish  its  week  tonight  with  an  esti- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Work  Being  Completed  on 

18  Arbitration  Field  Units 

Fox  Wisconsin  Wins 

Suit  Over  Contract 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  16. — Circuit  Judge 
Gustave  G.  Gehrz  here  today  ordered 
judgment  for  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 

ment Co.  in  an  action  against  it  by 
the  Oriental  and  Tower  theatre  com- 

panies. The  plaintiffs  had  charged 
breach  of  contract  during  the  three 
years  the  circuit  had  operated  the  two 
houses  by  waiving  clearance  on  films 
in  favor  of  Fox's  Shorewood  and  State theatres. 

The  court  held  that  Fox  Wisconsin 
had  faithfully  performed  its  duties  and 
obligations  toward  the  plaintiffs  and 
that  the  matter  of  waiver  of  clearance 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Preliminary  work  on  the  establish- 
ment of  local  arbitration  boards  for 

the  industry  will  have  been  completed 
in  18  of  the  31  exchange  cities  by  the 
end  of  the  week. 
The  work  being  done  includes  the 

listing  and  investigation  of  prospec- 
tive arbitrators  for  the  local  panels, 

the  inspection  of  office  locations  for 
the  tribunals,  interviewing  of  resident 
clerks  for  the  boards  and  the  like. 

This  work  has  been  completed  in  14 
exchange  centers  by  J.  Noble  Braden, 
executive  secretary  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association.  He  left  New 
York  last  night  for  Minneapolis,  and 
also  will  visit  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
Cleveland  before  returning  to  New 
York  next  Monday.  The  cities  he  has 
visited  already  are  :  Los  Angeles,  San 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Affiliates  to 

Benefit  from 

Franchises 

Existing  Film  Contracts 

Protect  'Big  Five' 
Affiliated  circuits,  which  are  not 

prevented  by  the  consent  decree 
from  obtaining  the  entire  output  of 
their  production  affiliate  and  which 
have  franchises  with  one  or  more 
of  the  other  consenting  companies, 
will  need  to  buy  from  only  two  or 
three  companies  under  the  new 
block-of-five  system,  circuit  officials 
pointed  out  yesterday. 

To  this  extent,  the  'Big  Five' affiliated  circuits  will  find  the 
new  buying  method  less  both- 

ersome than  the  independent 
without  film  franchises,  it  was 
said. 

Such  an  operator,  if  he  wanted  the 
product  of  all  five  consenting  com- 

panies, would  be  obliged  to  obtain  all 
of  it  by  the  decree  buying  method. 

The  disruption  of  existing  clearance 
schedules  which  may  result  under  the 
decree  is  giving  the  large  circuits 
more  concern  than  is  the  problem  of 
buying  product  under  the  new  system. 
Several  of  the  consenting  distribution 
companies  are  reported  to  be  already 
trying  to  negotiate  clearance  adjust- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Nazi  Outbreak  Halts 

Mexico  City  Showing 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  16. — The  second 

Nazi  outbreak  within  a  fortnight  dis- 
rupted the  exhibition  of  "The  Man  I 

Married"  20th  Century-Fox  film,  in 
eight  subsequent  run  theatres  here 
yesterday.  Tear  gas  and  stench 
bombs  were  thrown  and  the  trouble 

makers  yelled  "Heil,  Hitler !"  "Down 
With  England"  and  "This  picture  is 

unfair !" 

The  gangs  fled  before  police  ar- 
rived. After  an  investigation  the  po- 

lice declared  that  the  trouble-makers 
were  Reich  legation  hirelings. 

Reviewed  Today 

"Victory"  and  "South  of 
Suez"  are  reviewed  from 
Hollywood  on  Page  4.  A  Coast 
review  of  "Misbehaving  Hus- 

bands" and  a  New  York  re- 
view of  "The  Living  Dead" are  on  Page  6. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollyzvood,  Dec.  16. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Univer- sal general  sales  manager,  and 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  foreign  sales 
manager,  arrived  today  for  product 
conferences  with  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 

president,  and  Cliff  Work,  produc- tion head.  They  expect  to  remain 
two  weeks. • 

Dave  Lipton,  recently  appointed 
advertising  and  publicity  director  for 
Columbia,  moved  into  the  studio  to- 

day for  two  weeks  before  reporting 
to  the  home  office  in  New  York  on 
Jan.  2. 

After  producing  one  picture  at  Par- 
amount, Gene  Markey  moved  over  to- 

day to  Columbia  on  a  term  production 
deal  to  make  three  pictures  a  year. 
The  first  will  be  "The  Great  Lady," 
from  his  own  magazine  story.  Jean 
Arthur  and  Melvyn  Douglas  are  ten- 

tatively set  as  the  leads.  Markey  pro- 
duced "You're  the  One"  for  Par- 

amount, where  he  went  after  leaving 
20th  Century-Fox. 

• 

"Sioux  City,"  novel  by  J.  Hyatt 
Downing,  has  been  purchased  by 
20th  Century-Fox,  it  was  disclosed 
today.  Randolph  Scott  and  Laird 
Cregar  will  be  featured  in  the  color 
film.  The  story  deals  with  the  set- 

tling of  the  Midwest. 
• 

Douglas  Yates,  film  editor  at  Re- 
public, today  was  appointed  assistant 

to  Producer  Albert  J.  Cohen. 

'Command'  to  Open 
In  4  Cities  Tonight 

M-G-M  will  hold  a  "hemispheric" 
premiere  tonight  of  "Flight  Com- 

mand," with  the  film  shown  simultane- 
ously to  invited  audiences  in  Washing- 
ton, Toronto,  Havana  and  Mexico 

City.  The  opening  of  the  naval  avia- 
tion film  is  coincidental  with  the  cele- 

bration of  Pan-American  Aviation 
Day,  set  aside  by  Congressional  reso- 
lution. 
In  Washington,  the  premiere  at 

Loew's  Capitol,  under  the  auspices  of the  National  Aeronautic  Association, 
will  be  preceded  by  a  banquet  at  the 
Hotel  Carlton. 

Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity,  will  be  toast- 
master  at  the  banquet.  Scheduled  to 
attend  are  Admiral  Harold  Stark, 
Chief  of  Naval  Operations ;  Gen. 
George  C.  Marshall,  Army  Chief  of 
Staff,  and  Dr.  Leo  S.  Rowe,  director- 
general  of  the  Pan-American  Union. 
Walter  Pidgeon  of  the  film's  cast,  will 
attend,  as  will  Adeline  Cox,  selected 
as  the  nation's  prettiest  airline  hostess. 
The  banquet  addresses  will  be  broad- 

cast over  a  Mutual  hookup,  starting  at 
7:15  P.M. 

MacDonald  Rites  Held 
Columbus,  Dec.  16. — Funeral  ser- 

vices for  Clarence  A.  MacDonald,  44, 
head  of  the  MacDonald  circuit  and 
director  of  the  Ohio  Independent 
Theatre  Owners,  were  held  today  at 
the  First  Community  Church  with 
burial  following  at  the  Union  Ceme- 

tery. He  died  Friday  at  the  Univer- 
sity Hospital  of  a  heart  ailment.  His 

widow,  a  son  and  a  daughter  survive. 

Personal  Mention 

MR.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  I.  Breen are  in  town  from  the  Coast. 
• 

Joseph  Hazen,  general  counsel  for 
Warners,  is  due  today  with  Mrs.  Haz- 

en from  a  trip  to  the  Coast  and  to 
Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 

• 

J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Universal 
board  chairman,  who  planned  to  leave 
for  the  Coast  Sunday,  changed  his 
plans  because  of  bad  flying  weather. 
He  is  now  awaiting  plane  accommo- dations. 

• 
William  Dorfman,  RKO  studio 

executive,  leaves  for  Hollywood  today 
from  Scranton,  Pa. 

• 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eastern  divi- 
sion manager  for  Universal,  left  last 

night  for  Toronto,  to  confer  with  Em- 
pire-Universal executives. • 

Morris  Wolf,  attorney  for  Warner 
Theatres  in  Philadelphia,  has_  been 
elected  president  of  the  Federation  of 
Jewish  Charities.  He  is  also  honor- 

ary president  of  the  Allied  Jewish 

Appeal. • 
Mrs.  Fred  Quatrano  of  the  Lido, 

Waterbury,  is  recuperating  at  St.  Vin- 
cent's Hospital,  Bridgeport,  after  an 

operation. • 
Mrs.  J.  Fred  Osterstock,  manager 

of  Wilmer  &  Vincent's  Embassy, 
Easton,  Pa.,  is  recovering  at  her  home 
from  a  serious  illness. 

• 

James  Gately,  booker  for  Republic 
in  St.  Louis,  is  ill  with  influenza. 

JOHN  BALABAN,  Dave  Balaban and  Walter  Immerman,  all  of 
B.  &  K.,  Chicago,  are  here  for  Par- amount home  office  conferences. 

• 

Hunter  Perky,  Virginia  circuit  op- 
erator, is  in  New  York  from  Char- 

lottesville. 
• 

Joseph  Moskowitz,  Hal  Horne 
and  Gregory  Ratoff  having  lunch  at 
Lindy's  (51st  St.). 

• 

Charles  M.  Reagan,  Milton  Ku- 
sell,  Ed  Saunders,  Russell  Hol- 
man,  John  W.  Hicks  and  Sidney 
Phillips  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor  for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 
Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Balaban, 

Austin  Keough,  Louis  Phillips, 
Leonard  Goldenson,  Frank  Phelps 
and  Brock  Pemberton  lunching  yes- 

terday at  Sardi's. • 

Monroe  Greenthal,  Al  Margo- 
lies,  William  Fitelson,  Maurice 
Freeman,  Jack  Mills,  Emanuel 
Silverstone,  Harry  Buckley  and 
Sam  Citron  at  the  Tavern  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

Thomas  Speck,  manager  of  the 
Trans-Lux,  Philadelphia,  and  his 
bride  have  returned  from  a  honey- 

moon in  the  South. 
• 

Stanley  Friedman,  son  of  Harry 
Friedman,  owner  of  the  Lansdowne, 
Philadelphia,  will  celebrate  his  Bar 
Mitzvah  next  Saturday. 

Buffalo  Variety  Club 

Headed  by  Lehman 
Buffalo,  Dec.  16. — Sydney  Lehman, 

Buffalo  branch  manager  for  United 
Artists,  has  been  elected  chief  barker 
of  the  local  Variety  Club,  succeeding 
Robert  T.  Murphy,  who  becomes  a 
three-year  member  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

Other  officers  are  Stanley  Kozanow- 
ski,  first  assistant  chief  barker,  George 
F.  Hanny,  Jr.,  second  assistant ;  W. 
E.  J.  Martin,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  board  includes  Irving  Fried,  Phil 
Fox,  Elmer  F.  Lux,  Sydney  Samson, 
Ralph  W.  Maw,  Melvin  Schwartz, 
Murray  Whiteman  and  Jacob  Lavene. 

Ampa  Planning  25th 

Anniversary  Fete 
Plans  for  a  25th  anniversary  cele- 

bration will  be  discussed  at  an  Ampa 
business  meeting  to  be  held  Friday  in 
the  College  room  of  the  Hotel  Edison. 
A  vote  will  be  taken  on  proposed 

changes  in  the  organization's  constitu- tion, on  which  mail  ballots  were  sent 
out  recently.  Leon  J.  Bamberger, 

president,  has  called  a  directors'  meet- ing for  12  :30,  prior  to  the  membership 
luncheon. 

Schaefer  to  Coast 

Again  in  January 
George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president, 

plans  to  return  to  the  Coast  after  the 
holidays  for  a  stay  of  probably  sev- 

eral months  at  the  RKO  studio. 
Schaefer  arrived  in  New  York  from 
Hollywood  yesterday  after  spending  a 
month  at  the  studio. 

Gran  Named  Head 

Of  Milwaukee  Club 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  16. — L.  F.  Gran 

has  been  elected  chief  barker  of  the 
local  Variety  Club,  succeeding  Oscar 
Olson.  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald  has  been 
named  first  assistant  chief  barker ;  Al- 

fred D.  Kvool,  second  assistant ;  B.  J. 
Miller,  reelected  secretary,  and  Arthur 
N.  Schmitz,  treasurer. 
Named  to  the  board  of  governors 

are  Fitzgerald,  Gran,  Kvool,  H.  J. 
Mirisch,  George  Fischer,  Roy  Pierce, 
Harry  McDonald,  Edward  Alperson 
and  Oscar  J.  Ruby,  Columbia.  Hold- 

over members  of  the  board  are  Olson, 
Sam  Shurman,  E.  J.  Weisfeldt,  and 
Charles  W.  Trampe. 

Thomas  Replacing 

Lipton  at  Universal 
Hollywood,  Dec.  16. — Dan  Thom- 

as, veteran  newspaper  and  publicity 
man,  over  the  weekend  was  appointed 
by  John  Joseph,  Universal  publicity 
and  advertising  director,  to  take  charge 
of  studio  publicity,  succeeding  Dave 
Lipton,  who  has  joined  Columbia. 

Eugene  Murphy  will  supervise  sales 
and  exhibition  activities  of  the  de- 

partment at  Universal. 

Grainger  Heads  West 
James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  presi- 

dent, left  last  night  for  the  West.  He 
will  stop  off  at  Chicago,  Des  Moines, 
Omaha  and  San  Francisco  and  re- 

main through  the  holidays  on  the 
Coast.  Mrs.  Grainger  left  with  him 
and  will  proceed  direct  to  Los  Angeles. 
He  is  due  back  about  Jan.  11. 

Real  Charity 

Minneapolis,  Dec.  16.— The 
Twin  City  Variety  Club  gave 
two  special  ultra-violet  ray 
lamps  to  the  Lymanhurst 
Health  Center  here,  clinic 
for  handicapped  children. 
Ben  Blotcky,  chief  barker, 
and  J.  M.  Podoloff,  treasurer, 
made  the  presentation. 

Amended  Complaint 

Hearing  January  7 

A  motion  to  dismiss  the  Govern- 
ment's amended  complaint  against 

United  Artists  and  Universal  was  filed 
in  U.  S.  District  court  here  yesterday 

by  Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O'Brien, Driscoll  &  Raftery,  and  hearing  was 
set  for  Jan.  7  before  Federal  Judge 
Henry  W.  Goddard. 
The  motion  asks  dismissal  of  the 

Government's  complaint  for  failure  to state  a  cause  of  action. 
If  the  motion  is  denied,  Raftery, 

who  is  counsel  for  both  United  Artists 
and  Universal  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
proceedings,  asks  that  references  in  the 
Government's  complaint  to  the  five 
consenting  companies  be  stricken  out 
as  well  as  other  sections  of  the  com- 

plaint which,  he  contends,  have  no  ap- 
plication whatever  to  the  non-consent- 

ing companies. Columbia,  also  a  defendant  in  the 
Government's  new  action,  is  expected 
to  follow  a  similar  procedure  in  the 
near  future. 

Paramount-Richards 

Managers  at  Party 

Biloxi,  Miss.,  Dec.  16. — Fifty-six 
managers  of  Paramount  -  Richards 
Theatres,  Inc.,  from  Louisiana,  Ar- 

kansas, Mississippi,  Alabama  and 
Florida,  accompanied  by  their  wives, 
were  entertained  at  a  banquet  at  the 
Edgewater  Gulf  Hotel,  climaxing  a 
two-day  entertainment  program. 

E.  V.  Richards  of  New  Orleans, 
president,  and  Mrs.  Richards  were  in 
attendance.  Other  guests  were  Mayor 
and  Mrs.  Louis  Braun,  Biloxi,  and 
Mayor  Joseph  W.  Milner,  Gulfport. 
There  were  about  140  guests. 

Brazee  District  Head 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  16. — Marcel  Bra- 
zee,  formerly  with  Warners  in  Chi- 

cago, has  been  named  district  man- 
ager for  the  circuit  here. 
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A  SALUTE  TO 

North,  Central  and  South 

AMERICA 

President  Roosevelt  has  designated 

today  as 

PAN-AMERICAN 

AVIATION  DAY 

The  ties  that  bind  us  together in  the  Americas  were  never 

closerv  This  is  a  day  of  hemispheric 

patriotism. The  motion  picture  industry  plays 

its  part.  As  you  read  these  words 
gallant  pilots  are  winging  their  way 
through  the  air  with  prints  of 
FLIGHT  COMMAND  (the  new 

Metrd-Goldwyn-Mayer  picture  star- 
ring Robert  Taylor)  to  Toronto,  to 

Washington,  to  Havana,  to  Mexico 

City  and  on  down  through  the  capi- 
tals of  all  Central  and  South  Ameri- 
can countries.  Banquets  will  be  held 

preceding  the  simultaneous  interna- 
tional preview. 

Watch  for  FLIGHT  COMMAND ! 

It  is  unquestionably  a  momentous 
achievement  in  the  drama  of  the 

skies.  Remember  M-G-M's  "Hell 
Divers"?  "Test  Pilot"? 

You'll  never  forget  FLIGHT 
COMMAND. 

ABOVE:  Newspaper  advertising  dramatizes  an  important  film  event  from  Coast  to  Coast! 

THIS  AD  APPEARS 

TODAY  IN  43  PAPERS! 

Something  new  in  launching  a  Film  Premiere  and  of  course  M-G-M  does 

it  first!  Direct  box-office  tie-up!  Practical  linking  of  a  front-page  story 

of  national  importance  with  M-G-M's  new  giant  entertainment!  When 

"Flight  Command"  comes  to  your  theatre  it's  preceded  by  promotion 

that  sells  tickets  in  advance.  Friendly  Company,  friendly  to  your  box-office! 

With  the  gratefully  acknowledged  cooperation  of  the  United  States  Navy,  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  presents  ROBERT  TAYLOR  in  "FLIGHT 
COMMAND"  with  Ruth  Hussey,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Paul  Kelly,  Shepperd  Strudwick,  Nat  Pendleton.  A  Frank  Borzage  Production.  Screen  Play 
by  Wells  Root  and  Commander  Harvey  Haislip.  An  M-G-M  Picture.  Directed  by  FRANK  BORZAGE.   Produced  by  J.  WALTER  RUBEN 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"Victory" 
( Paramount) 

Hollyzvood,  Dec.  16. 
THIS  filmization  of  the  Joseph  Conrad  novel  follows  closely  the 

mood  created  by  the  book,  although  changing  the  ending  of  the story. 

The  John  Balderston  screenplay  keeps  intact  the  essential  story  thread 
of  a  man  whose  constant  betrayal  at  the  hands  of  his  associates  has 
driven  him  to  spend  his  days  on  a  lonely  island.  He  takes  with  him 

a  girl  musician,  member  of  a  touring  band,  who  has  been  "sold"  to  a 
repulsive  hotel-keeper,  and  who  turns  to  the  story's  protagonist  for 
protection. 

The  hotel-keeper,  burning  for  revenge,  tells  a  trio  of  crooks  operat- 
ing in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  territory  of  the  island,  and  of  the  money 

he  mistakenly  believes  is  hidden  there.  There  the  trio  goes,  to  be  killed 
off  one  by  one,  as  the  girl  and  the  man  discover  their  love  for  one 
another,  and  the  man  achieves  his  "victory"  in  finding  that  he  can 
really  love  and  trust  another  human  being. 
Photography  by  Leo  Tover,  and  art  direction  by  Hans  Dreier  and 

Robert  Usher,  combine  with  John  Cromwell's  direction  to  create  the 
atmosphere  of  brooding  suspense  and  terror  which  are  of  such  moment 
to  the  story  itself. 

The  acting  in  all  departments  indicates  thorough  understanding  of  the 
script,  with  Frederic  March  as  the  embittered  hero,  Betty  Field  as  the 
girl,  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  as  the  blase,  ruthless  and  cold-blooded 
leader  of  the  thieves  and  murderers,  Jerome  Cowan  and  Lionel  Royce 
as  his  aides,  Sig  Rumann  as  the  hotel-keeper  and  Margaret  Wycherly 
as  his  wife,  rendered  almost  immobile  by  fear  of  her  husband;  Fritz 
Feld  as  the  band  leader  and  Rafaela  Ottiano  as  his  wife,  just  as  brutal 
as  her  mate.  The  picture  was  produced  by  Anthony  Veiller. 

Running  time,  80  minutes.  "A."  *  W.  S. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

"South  of  Suez" 
( Warners) 
Hollywood,  Dec.  16. — Opening  in  the  African  diamond  fields,  where 

a  murder  and  other  episodes  of  violence  occur,  and  moving  on  to  Eng- 
land, town  and  countryside,  to  work  out  the  complications  stemming 

from  the  slaying,  this  Sheridan  Gibney  story,  adapted  by  Barry  Trivers 
in  a  manner  making  for  tension  throughout  the  telling,  covers  a  wide 
range  of  melodramatics.  Central  figure  in  the  picture  is  George  Brent, 
the  cast  including  Brenda  Marshall,  Lee  Patrick,  Eric  Blore,  George 
Tobias,  Miles  Mander,  James  Stephenson,  Cecil  Kellaway  and  many 
others. 

Accused  of  the  murder  of  his  partner  and  unable  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence, Brent,  diamond  miner,  flees  Africa,  carrying  a  fortune  in  gems, 

and  establishes  himself  under  an  alias  as  a  successful  capitalist,  seek- 

ing the  while  his  dead  partner's  daughter  with  view  to  giving  her  the 
share  of  his  wealth  due  her.  Finding  her  after  five  years,  he  learns 

she  has  dedicated  her  life  to  seeing  her  father's  supposed  murderer 
punished.  They  fall  in  love  and  he,  unable  to  reveal  his  true  identity 
to  her  lest  he  lose  her  affection,  identifies  a  slain  man  as  himself.  The 
deceit  is  detected  and  he  stands  trial  for  two  murders,  a  surprise  ending 
vindicating  him  and  adjusting  the  romantic  equation. 

Produced  by  William  Jacobs  and  directed  by  Lewis  Seiler,  the  film 
stacks  up  as  staple  audience  material,  stronger  in  plot  than  most  melo- 

dramas of  contemporary  manufacture. 

Running  time,  87  minutes'.     "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

Richey  Urges 

Cooperation 

With  Decree 

Oklahoma  City,  Dec.  16. — Exhib- 
itors should  face  the  fact  that  the  con- 
sent decree  will  be  with  the  industry 

until  1942,  at  least,  and  should  ap- 
proach it  with  the  idea  of  getting  the 

most  good  out  of  it  and  of  improving 
sections  which,  in  practice,  may  prove 
to  be  unworkable,  H.  M.  Richey,  as- 

sistant to  Willam  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M 
general  sales  manager,  told  the  Thea- 

tre Owners  of  Oklahoma  convention 
at  the  Skirvin  Hotel  here  today. 
Morris  Loewenstein,  president  of 

the  organization,  was  in  charge  of  the 
meeting.  Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A. 
president,  also  discussed  the  decree 
and  its  probable  effects  on  theatre  op- 
erations. 

M-G-M  to  Abide  100% 

Richey  told  the  meeting  that  M-G-M 
will  live  up  to  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  decree  and  hopes,  through 
it,  to  improve  the  relationships  be- 

tween exhibitors  and  distributors.  The 
company,  he  said,  hopes  to  be  able  to 
say  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  that  it 
was  not  necessary  for  a  single  exhib- 

itor to  bring  an  arbitration  case 
against  the  company. 
Richey  urged  the  exhibitors  to 

greater  showmanship  efforts  to  keep 
the  industry  in  the  favor  of  the  amuse- 

ment seeking  public  and,  also,  as  their 
part  in  the  essential  task  of  overcom- 

ing the  industry's  foreign  market losses. 

To  Hear  Exhibitors' 

Side  in  British  Fight 

London,  Dec.  16. — The  Kinemato- 
graph  Renters  Society  (distributors) 
will  meet  with  representatives  of  the 
Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Associa- 

tion, probably  before  Christmas,  to 
hear  the  exhibitor  objections  to  the 
distributor  policy  on  theatres  closed  by 
the  war. 

The  C.  E.  A.,  following  the  Gen- 
eral Council  meeting  last  week,  ap- 

proached the  distributors,  suggesting 
conversations  to  cover  the  theatre  pol- 

icy, supplies  of  films  for  troops  and  the 
question  of  Sunday  operation.  Joint 
action  is  planned  on  the  Sunday  open- 

ing issue. 
Sam  Smith,  K.  R.  S.  president,  who 

will  preside  at  a  full  membership 
meeting  of  the  K.  R.  S.  tomorrow,  ex- 

pressed the  readiness  of  the  organi- 
zation to  seek  an  agreement  on  the 

theatre  policy.  The  general  belief  in 
trade  circles  here  is  that  the  issue  ulti- 

mately will  be  settled,  probably  by 
some  compromise  arrangement. 

F.  &  M.  Wins  Action 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  16. — A  decree 

awarding  $33,500  to  Fanchon  &  Mar- 
co, Inc.,  and  two  affiliates  in  their  suit 

against  three  St.  Louis  lawyers  has 
been  entered  by  Circuit  Judge  Joseph 
J.  Ward  in  St.  Louis.  The  lawyers 
are  John  S.  Leahy,  Lambert  W.  Wal- 
ther  and  Harold  F.  Hecker.  The  de- 

cree orders  that  215  notes  for  $200 
each  executed  by  F.  &  M.  in  1936 
and  payable  to  Leahy,  be  canceled  and 
annulled. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Minnesota  Theatre 

May  Be  Reopened 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  16. — The  Min- 

nesota Theatre,  which  has  been  dark 
nearly  a  year,  may  be  reopened  New 
Year's  Eve  with  a  policy  of  vaudeville 
and  motion  pictures. 
Attorneys  for  the  Minneapolis 

Theater  Co.,  owners,  are  preparing  to 
petition  Walter  H.  Newton,  Federal 
referee  in  bankruptcy  here,  to  call  a 
meeting  of  creditors  of  the  bankrupt 
firm  to  consider  the  deal.  Under  the 
arrangement,  the  theatre  would  be 
operated  by  the  Middle  States  Corp., 
operating  theatres  in  Milwaukee. 

N.  S.  Sunday  Shows 

Set  for  Services 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Dec.  16. — A  modi- 
fied plan  for  opening  local  theatres  on 

Sunday  nights  has  been  approved  of- 
ficially by  the  City  Council.  Under 

the  changed  arrangements,  the  public 
will  not  be  admitted  unless  as  guests 
of  members  of  the  uniformed  forces 
or  of  sailors  from  commercial  vessels. 

Each  of  these  men  is  entitled  to  one 
civilian  guest,  of  either  sex,  but  the 
guest  must  be  adult.  The  Sunday  thea- 

tre operations  have  been  given  much 
attention  for  over  six  months,  and 
with  the  local  ministers  furnishing 
strong  opposition. 

Cuban  Houses 

Close  if  Law 

Is  Retained 

Theatres  in  Cuba  will  be  forced  to 

close  New  Year's  Eve  if  the  island's anti-block  booking  law  is  not  amended 
or  repealed  by  the  end  of  this  week, 
home  office  foreign  departments  stated  | 
yesterday. 

All  film  contracts  of  American  com-  ! 
panies  in  Cuba  are  made  for  the  cal-  ' 
endar  year,  so  contracts  will  expire  at 
midnight,  Dec.  31.  No  contracts  for 
single  pictures  to  be  delivered  on  or 
after  Jan.  1  under  the  Cuban  anti- 
block  booking  law  have  been  made  by 
the  major  companies. 

None  for  January  Delivery 

Foreign  departments  here  pointed 
out  that  since  no  pictures  have  been 
sold  for  January  delivery  in  Cuba,  no 
prints  have  been  made  or  ordered  yet. 
The  time  required  to  obtain  prints,  the 
time  needed  for  shipping  them  to  Cuba 
and  for  the  pictures  to  be  seen  there 
by  the  censor  board  and  permits  is- 

sued, would  make  it  virtually  impos- 
sible to  get  pictures  on  Cuban  screens 

if  contracts  were  made  later  than  this  j 
week,  it  was  said. 

Negotiations  for  amendment  of  the 
Cuban  law,  which  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  circuits,  independents  and  dis- 

tributors, have  been  in  progress  in 
Havana  for  some  time. 

Legion  Approves 

Twelve  New  Films 
Twelve  of  the  15  new  films  reviewed 

this  week  by  the  National  Legion  of 
Decency  were  approved,  six  for  gen- 

eral patronage  and  six  for  adults.  One 
was  found  objectionable  in  part  and 
two  were  condemned.  The  new  pic- 

tures and  their  classification  follow : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage — "Beyond  the  Sacra- 

mento," "It's  in  the  Air,"  "Lone  Wolf 

Keeps  a  Date,"  "Santa  F'e  Trail," "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes,"  "West  of 
Pinto  Basin."  Class  A-2,  Unobjec- 

tionable for  Adults — "Bank  Dick," "Chad  Hanna,"  "Comrade  X,"  "Escape 
to  Glory,"  "Michael  Shayne,  Private 
Detective,"  "San  Francisco  Docks." 
Class  B,  Objectionable  in  Part — "Phil- 

adelphia Story."  Class  C,  Condemned 
— '"Kiss  of  Fire,"  "Lash  of  the  Peni- 

tentes." 

Ohio  Game  Test  Suit 

Awaits  State  Ruling 

Middletown,  O.,  Dec.  16. — Pending 
a  decision  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court 
in  Columbus,  on  the  legality  of  games 
in  the  appealed  case  of  Troy  Amuse- 

ment Co.,  against  which  suit  was 
brought  by  a  taxpayer  to  discontinue 
games  at  the  Mayflower,  in  Troy, 
Common  Pleas  Judge  Fred  B.  Cramer 
at  Hamilton  will  defer  action  in  a  local 
case  to  test  the  validity  of  an  anti- 
gambling  ordinance  put  into  effect 
Oct.  5. 
The  city  solicitor  has  filed  motion 

seeking  to  dissolve  a  temporary  in- 
junction granted  Northio  Theatres, 

Inc.,  in  which  local  police  'are  re- 
strained from  making  threatened  ar- 

rests of  persons  purchasing  admission 
tickets  to  participate  in  a  game  at  the Paramount. 



PATRONS  PAY  TO 

S^THE  PICTURE 

•  The  surest  way  to  keep  your  patronage 

in  the  profit  range  is  to  use  the  best  pro- 

jection light  available. 

That  means  High  Intensity  projection  — 

the  light  of  daylight  quality — that  insures 
clear,  comfortable  vision  of  the  fast  mov- 

ing, colorful  modern  productions. 

The  new  "One  Kilowatt"  arcs  now  bring 

High  Intensity  projection  to  the  small 

theatre — 50%  more  light  than  Low  Inten- 

sity projection  at  no  increase  in  operating 
cost. 

Installation  costs  are  so  low  that  no  theatre 

can  afford  to  be  without  this  modern  pro- 

jection light. 

Let  your  patrons  SEE  your  pictures  with 
maximum  enjoyment.  Satisfied  patrons 

come  again  and  bring  others. 

HIGH  INTENSITY  CARBON  ARC  LAMPS 
SUPPLY  ALL  THE  SPECTRAL  COLORS  IN 
ESSENTIALLY  EVEN  BALANCE.  THAT  IS  WHY 
THEY  GIVE  TRUE  COLOR  REPRODUCTION. 

The  words  "National",  "Suprex"  and  "Orotip"  are  trade-marks 
of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 

NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 
Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

Carbon  Sales  Division,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

GENERAL  OFFICES 

30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES 

New  York,  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco 
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Studios  Have 

41  New  Films 

Now  Shooting 

Hollywood,  Dec.  16.  —  Forty-one 
pictures  were  before  the  cameras  this 
week,  as  seven  finished  and  five  started. 
Thirteen  are  being  prepared,  and  62 
are  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studio : 
Columbia 

Finished:  "Blondie  Goes  Latin," 
"The  Devil  Commands." 

In  Work :  "Penny  Serenade,"  "The 
Return  of  Boston  Blackie." 

Lesser-Lubitsch 
In  Work :  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 

ing." M-G-M 

In    Work :    "The    Ziegfeld  Girl," 
"Men  of   Boys   Town,"   "The.  Bad 
Man,"  "Fools  Rush  In." 

Started:  "Billy  the  Kid." 
Producers  Releasing 

In  Work :  "Secret  Evidence,"  "The 
Lone  Rider  Galloping  to  Glory,"  "It 
Happened  to  Me." 

Monogram 
In  Work :  "You're  Out  of  Luck." 

Paramount 

Finished:  "The  Lady  Eve,"  "Border 
Vigilantes." 

In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings,"  "The 
Road  to  Zanzibar,"  "New  York 
Town,"  "Las  Vegas  Nights." 

Started:  "Pirates  on  Horseback." 
RKO 

Finished:  "Prodigy." 
In    Work :    "Scattergood  Baines," 

"They  Met  in  Argentina." 
Republic 

In  Work :  "Ridin'  on  a  Rainbow," 
"Arkansaw  Judge." 

Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." 
20th  Century-Fox 

Finished:  "Tall,  Dark  and  Hand- 
some." 
In  Work :  "Murder  Among 

Friends,"  "The  Road  to  Rio,"  "Sleep- 
ers West,"  "Tobacco  Road,"  "Un- 

censored,"  "The  Outlaw." 
Universal 

Started:  "Buck  Privates." 
In    Work :    "Back    Street,"  "Nice 

Girl,"  "The  Mysterious  Dr.  R,"  "Six 
Lessons  from  Madame  La  Zonga." 

Warners 

Finished :  "Here  Comes  Happiness." 
In  Work :  "Strawberry  Blonde," 

"Her  Great  Lie,"  "The  Sea  Wolf," 
"Knockout,"  "Stuff  of  Heroes,"  "She 
Stayed  Kissed." 
Started:  "Murder  on  the  Second 

Floor." Globe 
Started:  "Pot  O'  Gold." 

Klein  Is  Reelected 

Bookers  Club  Head 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

financial  secretary,  Peter  Saglembeni, 
Warners ;  recording  secretary,  Pearl 
Elsohn,  Republic ;  trustees,  Bernard 
Brooks  of  Rosenblatt- Welt  circuit 
and  Jack  Gelber  of  Interboro  cir- 

cuit; directors,  Jeanette  Dennett,  Re- 
public, Max  Fried,  Century  circuit, 

Harry  Margolies,  M-G-M,  and  Gel- 
ber; sergeant-at-arms,  Moe  Rose, 

M-G-M. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Misbehaving  Husbands" 
(Producers  Releasing  Corp.) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  16 — Produced  by  Jed  Buell  and  directed  by  William 
Beaudine  with  a  fine  apportionment  of  audience  values,  this  comedy  of 
domestic  complications,  divorce  and  reconciliation,  affords  an  hour  of 
solid  entertainment.  Presenting  Harry  Langdon  as  an  absent-minded 
business  man  caught  up  in  a  swirl  of  circumstances  making  him  appear 
unfaithful  to  his  wife  of  twenty  years,  the  story  proceeds  steadily  and 
by  logical  steps  through  a  series  of  events  which  keep  its  audience 
chuckling,  laughing  out  loud  in  the  high  points  and  satisfied  throughout. 

Supporting  Langdon  in  what  is  easily  his  best  performance  in  years, 
incidentally  one  that  could  launch  him  on  a  new  career  in  a  new  type 
of  portrayal,  are  Betty  Blythe,  Ralph  Byrd,  Esther  Muir,  Gayne  Whit- 

man, Florence  Wright,  Luana  Walters,  Frank  Jacquet  and  others. 
The  screenplay  by  Vernon  Smith  and  Claire  Parrish,  from  a  story 

by  Cea  Sabin,  is  a  trim  job  of  composition  effective  in  its  steady  hold 
on  audience  interest. 

Running  time,  65  minutes.    "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

*  "G"  denotes  gene-ral  classification. 

"The  Living  Dead" 
(Hoffberg  Productions,  Inc.) 

An  adaptation  of  the  horror  tales  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  "The  Black 
Cat"  and  "Dr  Tarr  and  Prof.  Feather/'  and  Stevenson's  fantastic  "The 
Suicide  Club,"  this  is  an  extremely  imaginative  screenplay  impaired 
somewhat  by  the  loosely  woven  structure  of  the  plot. 
Made  in  Germany  eight  years  ago,  English  titles  make  the  film 

adequately  comprehensible  to  audiences  here.  Gabriel  Pascal  pro- 
duced and  Richard  Oswald  directed.   Oswald  also  adapted. 

German  players,  unknown  here,  enact  the  story  with  the  principal, 
Paul  Wegener,  particularly  effective.  The  tale  opens  with  the  dis- 

covery of  an  inventor's  dead  wife,  murdered  by  her  husband,  and  con- 
cealed behind  a  wall.  The  murderer  escapes  and  becomes  the  presi- 

dent of  a  suicide  club,  the  members  of  which  draw  cards  to  determine 
who  will  kill  himself.  He  eventually  is  captured  by  a  newspaper  reporter. 

The  picture  is  far  too  gruesome  to  rate  as  children's  entertain- ment. 

Running  time,  85  minutes.    "A."  * 
"A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

To  Fight  Restriction 

On  Sunday  Showing 
Palmyra,  N.  J.,  Dec.  16. — Although 

Sunday  film  showings  were  voted  here 
on  Nov.  5,  the  City  Council  passed  an 
ordinance  restricting  the  showing  of 
pictures  on  the  Sabbath  and  it  is  re- 

ported that  local  theatre  men,  joining 
with  sport  interests,  are  contemplating 
a  suit  contesting  the  restricting  law. 
Among  other  things,  the  ordinance 

provides  that  motion  pictures  may  be 
shown  here  on  Sundays  only  between 
the  hours  of  1  and  6  P.  M.  and  9  and 

11.15  P.  M.;  that  "special  induce- 
ments" like  prizes  or  the  lowering  of 

admissions  are  prohibited ;  and  that  all 
motion  pictures  shown  on  a  Sunday 
must  also  be  exhibited  on  a  week  day. 

Affiliates  To  Gain 

By  Term  Franchises 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

ments  with  the  large  circuits,  in  order 
to  eliminate  insofar  as  possible  the 
chances  of  the  distributor  being  drawn 
into  arbitration  cases  over  clearance 
later. 

Reduced  clearances  may  come  either 
from  this  direction,  from  the  new  buy- 

ing method  when  it  becomes  operative, 
or  from  arbitration  decisions.  Many 
large  circuit  operators  fear  that  re- 

visions of  clearances  will  bring  about 
general  admission  price  reductions  by 
houses  deprived  of  clearance. 

Completing  Work  on 
Arbitration  Units 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

Francisco,  Seattle,  Portland,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Denver,  Omaha,  Des  Moines, 
Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City,  Dallas, 
St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and Pittsburgh. 

Final  approval  and  selection  of  arbi- 
trators for  the  local  panels  from  the 

lists  being  compiled  by  Braden  will  be 
made  by  the  A.A.A.  arbitration  com- mittee next  month. 

Braden  will  visit  Southern  exchange 
cities  after  the  holidays.  The  prelimi- 

nary organization  work  on  the  local 
boards  for  the  Eastern  district  is  be- 

ing handled  directly  from  A.A.A. 
headquarters  here. 

Gets  Attachment  on  G.B. 
A  writ  of  attachment  for  $31,487 

was  obtained  by  Patrick  J.  Monaghan 
yesterday  against  Gaumont  British 
Corp.,  Ltd.,  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court. 
Monaghan  has  filed  suit  for  the 
amount  as  assignee  of  a  judgment  ob- 

tained by  Constance  Bennett  against 
the  company  in  1938  for  alleged  breach 
of  contract. 

Heads  Exchange  Union 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  16. — Louis  Lovate 

has  been  reelected  business  agent  for 
Local  B-L  of  the  exchange  employes 
union.  The  presidency  will  be  de- 

cided at  an  election  Dec.  28. 

Weekend  Grosses  Up  [ 

After  Slow  Midweek 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

mated  $30,000,  with  "Dr.  Kildare's Crisis"  scheduled  to  open  tomorrow. 
"Tin  Pan  Alley,"  on  its  fourth  week, 

with  a  stage  show  at  the  Roxy  was 
also  good  with  an  estimated  $19,500 
for  the  first  four  days.  "One  Night 
in  the  Tropics"  will  open  at  the  Roxy 
Thursday. 

At  the  Paramount,  "Moon  Over ! 
Burma"  with  Ray  Herbeck's  band  on 
the  stage  took  an  estimated  $16,000 
over  the  weekend  and  should  bring  an 
estimated  $33,000  for  the  first  week. 

The  run  will  end  at  5  P.M.  today  in  '■ 
order  to  permit  the  opening  of  "Love 
Thy  Neighbor"  with  Tommy  Dorsey's band  at  8  :30  P.M. 

At  the  Rivoli,  "Little  Men"  grossed only  an  estimated  $12,500  for  its  first 
week.  "Victory"  will  open  at  the 
Rivoli  Saturday.  "Trail  of  the  Vigi- 

lantes" took  an  estimated  $11,000  for 
its  first  week  at  the  Rialto  and  should 
gross  an  estimated  $4,000  for  the  extra 
five  days  which  end  tonight.  "Ellery 
Queen,  Master  Detective"  will  open 
there  tomorrow.  "A  Dispatch  from 
Reuter's"  should  bring  an  estimated 
$6,000  for  its  week  at  the  Globe  which ends  tonight. 

At  the  Strand,  the  first  three  days 

of  the  fourth  week  for  "The  Letter," 
with  Ozzie  Nelson's  band  and  Hum- 

phrey Bogart  on  the  stage,  grossed  an 
estimated  $17,000.  "Santa  Fe  Trail" will  open  there  Friday. 

U.  S.  Seeks  Revision 

Of  Ascap  Fees  Basis (Continued  from  page  1) 

time  in  both  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton, but  that  nothing  definite  has  been developed  yet. 

Ascap  Admits  Negotiations 
Ascap  officials  who  last  week  denied 

that  negotiations  for  a  "consent  de- cree" settlement  of  the  long  pending 
Government  anti-trust  suit  were  in 
progress,  yesterday  admitted  that  ne- gotiations for  a  settlement  of  the  suit 
are  and  have  been  under  way. 

"It  might  be  more  accurate  to  say 
that  such  negotiations  never  have  been 
stopped,"  one  Ascap  executive  said. 
"However,  what  will  come  of  them,  or 
whether  anything  will  come  of  them, 
cannot  be  predicted  at  this  stage,"  he said. 

Fox  Wisconisn  Wins 

Suit  Over  Contract 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

was  vested  in  Fox  Wisconsin  and  they 
could  use  their  own  discretion  in  the 
matter. 

The  court  held  further  that  the  de- 
fendant's action  did  not  result  in  dam- 

age to  the  Oriental  and  Tower  theatres 
and  that  no  damages  were  shown.  The 
theatre  properties  are  controlled  by  a 
subsidiary  of  M.  L.  Annenberg. 

Representing  Fox  Wisconsin  in  the 
suit  as  counsel  was  Frederick  W.  R. 
Pride  of  the  New  York  firm  of 
Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  and  Caskey, 
attorneys  for  20th  Century-Fox  Film 
Corp. 

Building  House  in  Pa. 
Middletown",  Pa.,  Dec.  16— Harry 

Chertoff,  owner  of  the  local  Elks,  is 
building  a  new  house  for  the  town. 
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Academy  Awards 

Committees  Named 

Hollywood,  Dec.  16. — Walter  Wan- 
fer.  president  of  the  Academy  of  Mo- 

tion Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  has 
appointed  a  number  of  committees  to 
consider  rules  for  the  various  techni- 

cal awards  and  to  recommend  detailed 
rules  to  be  used  to  govern  these 
awards  for  this  period. 
I  Rules  for  the  sound  recording 

i award  will  be  handled  by  a  committee 
consisting  of  John  Aalberg,  chairman  ; 
Bernard  B.  Brown,  E.  H.  Hansen, 
Nathan  Levinson,  John  Livadary,  C. 
L.  Lootens,  Thomas  Moulton,  Elmer 

<  Raguse,  Loren  Ryder  and  Douglas 
,  Shearer. 

Four  Other  Groups 
Other  committees : 

Art  direction  award  rules :  Jack  Ot- 
terson,  chairman;  Lionel  Banks,  Mc- 
Clure  Capps,  Ernst  Fegte,  Cedric  Gib- 

bons, A.  Golitzen,  Danny  Hill,  Al 
;  Herman,  John  V.  Mackay,  Hans  Pe- 
Uers  and  Bert  Teitelbaum. 

Film  editing  award  rules :  Harold 
McCord,  chairman ;  Anne  Bauchens, 
Martin  Cohn,  Gene  Milford,  Murry 
Seldeen,  Blanche  Sewell  and  I.  James 
Wilkinson. 

Cinematographic  awards  rules  :  Ray 
Wilkinson,  chairman;  John  Arnold, 
Joseph  August,  Norbert  Brodine,  Dan 
Clark,  Edward  Cronjager,  Arthur 
Edeson,  William  Eglinton,  George 
Folsey,  Jr.,  Fred  Gage,  Merritt  B. 
Gerstad,  C.  Roy  Hunter,  Thomas  Ing- 
man,  Ray  June,  Sidney  Lund,  E.  B. 
McGreal,  George  B.  Meehan,  Jr.,  Rus- 

sell Metty,  Virgil  Miller,  Victor  Mil- 
ner,  Ira  Morgan,  L.  William  O'Con- 
nell,  Emil  Oster,  Roy  Overbaugh, 
George  Robinson,  Roy  Seawright, 
George  Seid,  Karl  Struss,  Allen 

i  Thompson,  Joseph  Valentine,  Joseph 
Walker,  Vernon  Walker  and  Lester 
White. 

Edouart  Heads  Special  Effects 
Special  effect  award  rules :  Farciot 

J  Edouart,  chairman ;  Fred  Albin,  Lio- 
i  nel  Banks,  James  Basevi,  John  Cos- 
:  grove,  John  Fulton,  Arnold  Gillespie, 
j  Byron  Haskin,  Bernard  Herzbrun, 
I  Kenneth  Lambert,  Harry  Leonard, 
l|  Louis  Mesenkop,  Jack  Otterson,  Elmer 
Raguse,  Roy  Seawright,  Fred  Sersen 
Hal  Shaw,  James  Stewart,  S.  J.  Twin- 

i  ing  and  Vernon  Walker. 

Columbia,  20th-Fox  Have 

New  Series  in  Production 

Greer  Reelected  by 

Columbus  Operators 
Columbus,   Dec.    16. — Robert  W. 

V  Greer  has  been  re-elected  president 
of  Local  386  of  the  operators  union. 
The  elections  were  held  at  the  annual 
December  meeting  of  the  union.  Other 

'■  officers  are :  Lafe  Wareham,  vice-pres- 
ident ;  Thomas  W.  Wright,  secretary 

■  and  treasurer ;   Russell  V.  Stewart 
financial  treasurer ;  Edward  J.  Smart 
recording  secretary ;  Ronald  E.  Stone- 
burner,  business  representative  ;  Harry 

s  E.  Coleman,  Joseph  Neuvirth  and  Ned 
R.  Welch,  trustees,  and  Thomas  E. 

3  Bennett,  sergeant-at-arms.   The  newly 
elected  officers  will  serve  for  two  years 
starting  Jan.  1. 

Hollywood,  Dec.  16. 

'~TS  WO  new  series  of  pictures  are  in  production.  Columbia  announced 
*■  its  intention  of  making  a  group  of  films  based  on  "Boston  Blackie," 
engaging  confidence  man  created  by  Jack  Boyle,  and  20th  Century- 
Fox  has  decided  to  produce  a  group  of  films  based  on  the  adventures 
of  "Michael  Shayne,"  fictional  detec- 

tive, of  which  two  already  have  been 
finished. 
Chester  Morris  will  star  in  the 

Blackie"  films,  first  of  which  is  "The 
Return  of  Boston  Blackie,"  which Ralph  Cohn  is  producing  and  Robert 
Florey  directing.  The  Boyle  writings 
were  highly  popular  two  decades  ago. 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  pur- 

chased "The  Dead  Take  No  Bows," 
novel  by  Richard  Burke.  Bret  Hal- 
liday  created  the  "Michael  Shayne" character  which  first  appeared  in 
"Michael  Shayne,  Private  Detective" 
and  "Sleepers  West,"  20th  Century- Fox  films. 

•  • 

Republic  will  produce  "The  Great 
Train  Robbery,"  described  as  a streamlined  action  special,  from  an 
original  story  by  Garrett  Weston 
and  Robert  Shannon.  Joseph  Kane 

will  produce  and  direct.  .  .  .  M-G-M's "The  Bad  Man"  has  been  re-titled 
"Pancho  Lopez,  the  Bad  Man."  .  .  . 
Bruce  Lester  has  been  given  the  lead 
in  "Murder  on  the  Second  Floor," 
opposite  Heather  Angel,  at  Warn- 

ers. .  .  .  Monogram  has  effected  a 
tieup  with  Welch's  Grape  Juice  for 
exploitation  of  its  "Queen  of  the 

Yukon." 
•  • 

Jane  Frazee,  under  contract 
to  Republic  for  two  more  pic- 

tures, has  been  given  a  term 
deal  at  Universal.  .  .  .  Reinhold 
Schunzel  has  been  signed  by 
Alexander  Korda  to  direct 
"New  Wine,"  starring  Ilona 
Massey.  .  .  .  Jean  Rouverol 
Edmund  C.  Reed  and  David 
Sheppard  have  been  given  jun- 

ior writer  contracts  at  M-G-M. 
.  .  .  Earl  Baldwin,  loaned  by 
Warners,  is  writing  an  original 
musical  screen  story,  "He's  My 
Uncle,"  for  Columbia.  It  will 
have  a  conscription  back- 
ground. 

RKO  Builds  Exchange 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  16. — RKO  is 

building  a  new  exchange  here  at  a  cost 
of  approximately  $70,000.  The  ex- 

change building  will  contain  offices, 
storage  room  and  preview  room. 

Veda  Ann  Borg  draws  the  femin- 
ine   lead    of    Republic's  "Arkansaw 

Judge."  .  .  .  The  next  "Higgins  Fam 
ily"  picture  at  Republic  will  be  "Petti 
coat  Politics,"  which  Erle  C.  Kenton 
will  direct.     Roscoe  Karns,  Ruth 
Donnelly,  Spencer  Charters,  Lois 
Ra  nson  and  George  Ernext  are  the 
members  of  the  screen  family.  .  , 
Warners  has  extended  the  contract  of 
Edmund  Goulding,  producer.   .  . 
George  Amy,  film  editor  at  Warners, 
has   been  elevated  to  short  subject 
director.  .  .  .  Co-stars  of  "And  Now 
Goodbye"  at  Columbia  will  be  Brian 
Aherne  and  Joan  Fontaine. 

•  • 
M-G-M  has  decided  upon  a  remake 

of  "The  Trial  of  Mary  Dugan,"  and will  star  Laraine  Day  in  the  title 
role.  Edwin  Knopf  will  produce.  . 
Warners  has  signed  William  Tilden, 
former  tennis  champion,  to  star  in  a 
short  subject.  .  .  .  George  Houston 
will  sing  four  songs  in  "The  Lone 
Rider  Galloping  to  Victory,"  first  of 
six  musical  westerns  to  be  produced 
by  Sigmund  Neufeld  for  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  .  .  .  Kenneth  Har- 

lan has  been  added  to  the  cast  of 
"Secret  Evidence"  at  the  same  com- 

pany. .  .  .  Warners  has  purchased 
Hattie  McDaniel's  contract  from 
David  O.  Selznick.  .  .  .  George 
Week's  next  "Range  Busters"  west- 

ern for  Monogram  will  have  Luana 
Walters  as  the  feminine  lead,  with 
Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Terhune  and 
John  King  in  the  starring  roles. 

•  • 
Patricia  Morison  joins  the 

cast  of  Paramount's  "One 
Night  in  Lisbon."  .  .  .  Herbert 
Wilcox,  producing  and  direct- 

ing "Sunny,"  Anna  Neagle 
vehicle  at  RKO,  has  signed  Ed- 

ward Everett  Horton,  Ray  Bol- 
ger  and  Paul  and  Grace  Hart- 
man  for  supporting  roles.  .  .  . 
C.  B.  DeMille  will  have  Robert 
Preston  and  Lynne  Overman  in 
"Reap  the  Wild  Wind."  .  .  . Gertrude  Niesen  has  a  one 
picture  deal  with  Universal.  .  . . 
With  Guy  Kibbee  in  the  title 
role,  "Scattergood  Baines,"  be- ing produced  by  Jerry  Brandt 
for  RKO  release,  is  under  way. 

•  • 

Warner's  has  given  Jack  Carson 
term  contract  as  the  result  of  his 

work  in  "Strawberry  Blonde."  .  .  . 

'Philadelphia'  Gets 

$12,200,  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  16. — "The  Phila- 
delphia Story"  and  "Dr.  Kildare's  Cri- sis," at  raised  admissions,  did  $12,200 

at  Fox's  Wisconsin.  "So  You  Won't 
Talk"  and  Lawrence  Welk's  orchestra 
at  the  Riverside  took  $10,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  10-12: "Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
"Christinas  in  July"  (Para.) 
PALACE — (2,400)  (30c-40c-55c) Gross:  $3,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
RIVERSIDE—  (2,700)  (33c-44c) 

Stage:  Lawrence  Welk's  orchestra $10,000.  (Average,  $6,500) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Mystery  Sea  Raider"  (Para.) 
STRAND— (1,400)  (30c-40c-55c) Gross:  $1,500.  (Average,  $1,500) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 

"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)   8  days. Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $4,500  ) 

"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (44c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $12,200.  (Average,  $5,500) 

5  days. 
7  days. Gross: 

7  days. 

William  K.  Howard  will  direct  "Bad 
Men  of  Missouri,"  which  deals  with the  Younger,  Dalton  and  James  Boys, 
at  Warners.  .  .  .  Harold  Wilson, 
former  associate  producer  at  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox, has  joined  Paramount  as 
associate  producer,  attached  to  the  Sol 
C.  Siegel  unit. 

•  • 

Kathryn  Grayson,  17-year-old 
singer,  will  be  given  an  important  role 
in  "Andy  Hardy's  Private  Secretary," 
at  M-G-M.  .  .  .  George  Seitz  will  di- 

rect. .  .  .  Binnie  Barnes  will  be  cast 
in  Paramount's  "Skylark,"  starring 
Claudette  Colbert  and  Ray  Mil- 
land,  with  Mark  Sandrich  produc- 

ing and  directing.  .  .  .  Miss  Colbert's contract  has  been  extended  until  1943. 

A  REPUBLIC  PICTURE 

GENE  AUTRY. 
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Loew's  Booth  Gift 
To  Army  on  WHN 

Ceremonies  at  the  formal 
presentation  of  the  M-G-M 
World's  Fair  booth  at  Times 
Square  to  the  Army  for  a  re- 

cruiting station  will  be  broad- 
cast over  WHN  tomorrow. 

The  ceremonies  will  take 
place  at  1  P.  M.,  but  WHN 
will  broadcast  them  at  21 
P.  M.  via  transcription. 
Speakers  include  Col.  E.  B. 
Pierson,  Borough  President 
Stanley  Isaacs,  Howard  Dietz, 
director  of  M-G-M  advertis- 

ing and  publicity,  and  Col. 
John  Reed  Kilpatrick,  head  of 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

Off  the  Antenna 

THERE  has  not  been  a  single  complaint  from  any  local  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians  on  the  negotiation  of  contracts  with  independent 

stations  and  network  affiliates  around  the  country,  James  C.  Petrillo,  presi- 
dent, reported  yesterday.  Petrillo  declared  that  the  method,  having  proven 

satisfactory,  would  be  continued.  Commenting  on  the  ASCAP-BMI  situa- 
tion, Petrillo  reiterated  that  the  A.F.M.  would  not  intervene  unless  asked  to 

do  so.    "I  hope  the  thing  will  be  settled,"  he  added. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Eddie  Cantor  will  be  heard  over  WNEW  tonight 
at  9:45  P.M.  in  an  appeal  for  the  British  War  Relief  Society.  .  .  .  Wynthrop 
Orr  and  William  Willgus  yesterday  joined  NBC  as  directors.  .  .  .  James  F. 
Burke  has  been  named  assistant  director  of  the  CBS  program  department. 
.  .  .  Billy  Rose  will  be  guest  on  the  Lanny  Ross  show  over  CBS  tomorrow 
evening  at  7:15.  .  .  .  Burgess  Meredith  will  fly  from  the  Coast  to  New 
York  to  appear  on  the  "Helen  Hayes  Theatre"  over  CBS  Sunday  at  8  P.M. 
.  .  .  Ralph  Edwards,  master  of  ceremonies  on  "Truth  or  Consequences"  is writing  a  book  of  the  same  title.  His  program  moved  into  first  place  among 
quiz  shows  in  the  latest  Crossley. •  •  • 

Fred  Mears,  formerly  with  NBC  press,  and  now  assistant  to  Lester 
Gottlieb,  Mutual's  publicity  director,  will  resign  from  that  network 
Jan.  7,  to  join  the  Naval  Reserve  Flight  Training  Corps  at  Pensacola, 

Jan.  15. •  •  • 

Mutual  disclosed  yesterday  that  four  more  stations,  KWK,  St.  Louis, 
WNOE,  New  Orleans,  WMOB,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  WHBB,  Selma,  Ala., 
will  join  the  network  Jan.  1  in  addition  to  WDEF,  Chattanooga,  and  WBIR, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  which  were  previously  announced.  The  new  stations, 
according  to  Mutual,  will  make  the  network's  programs  available  to  an 
additional  1,500,000  listeners. 
KWK,  heretofore  a  part  time  Mutual  outlet,  in  addition  to  NBC-Blue, 

becomes  a  full  time  affiliate.  The  station  operates  with  5,000  watts  full  time 
on  1,350  k.c. ;  WNOE  has  250  watts,  1,420  k.c. ;  WMOB,  250  watts,  1,200  k.c, 
and  WHBB,  100  watts,  1,500  k.c.   Total  number  of  affiliates  will  be  168. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Sterling  Products  has  renewed  "Orphans  of  Divorce" 
and  "Amanda  of  Honeymoon  Hill"  over  45  NBC-Blue  stations  effective 
Jan.  13  for  52  iveeks.  Both  are  heard  Mondays  through  Fridays,  the  former 
at  3  P.M.  and  the  latter  at  3:15.  .  .  .  The  Ben  Bernie  shoiv  movos  to  the 
Coast  after  its  next  broadcast  and  Eddie  Cantor  will  also  be  heard  from 
Hollywood  beginning  Christmas  Day. •  •  • 

The  annual  Christmas  party  for  children  of  WOR  employes  will  be 
given  at  the  studio  Saturday  morning.  Bob  Emery,  assisted  by  Santa 
Claus,  will  preside.  The  festivities  will  be  broadcast  between  10:30  A.M. 
and  10:45  A.M.  A  group  of  English  refugee  children  will  be  special 

guests. 

Theatre  Changes 

High  Court  Refuses 

Record  Suit  Review 

Washington,  Dec.  16. — The  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  today  refused  to  re- view a  decision  of  the  Second  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  holding  that  restric- 

tive notices  on  phonograph  records  do 
not  make  their  broadcasting  unfair 
competition. 

The  court  rejected  petitions  of  Paul 
Whiteman  and  RCA  Manufacturing 
Co.  for  review  of  the  case,  which  in- 

volved the  broadcasting  of  Whiteman 
records  by  WBO  Broadcasting  Corp. 

The  District  Court  held  that  restric- 
tive notices  on  records  were  sufficient 

to  prohibit  broadcasting,  but  the  Cir- cuit Court  reversed  the  decision,  on 
the  ground  that  the  sale  of  the  records 
constituted  publication  thereof  and  the 
restrictive  use  notices  did  not  create 
an  obligation  upon  the  purchaser. 

Committees  Named 

By  Milwaukee  Unit 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  16. — Committee 

appointments  for  the  year  1940-'41 have  been  made  by  William  L.  Ains- 
worth,  president  of  the  I.T.P.A.  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  Inc. 
They  include : 

Legislative,  Charles  W.  Trampe, 
chairman;  F.  J.  McWilliams,  Henry 
Ringling,  John  P.  Adler  and  Milton 
Ellis  ;  convention,  Trampe,  chairman  ; 
Bert  Nathan  and  Oliver  Schmidt  ;  fi- 

nance, A.  C.  Gutenberg,  chairman ; 
Oliver  Trampe  and  A.  C.  Berkholtz ; 
membership,  Mark  Morgan,  Mrs. 
Frank  Eckardt  and  George  Langhein- 
rich.  Louis  Orlove,  publicity  man  for 
M-G-M  in  this  territory,  is  in  charge 
of  the  association's  publicity. 

Maurice  Clarke  Killed 
Rochester,  Dec.  16. — Maurice  H. 

Clarke,  39,  WHEC  chief  engineer, 
was  killed  yesterday  when  his  car 
struck  a  railroad  bridge  abutment. 
Clarke  was  technical  consultant  to  the 
Gannett  Co.  radio  division  and  has 
been  chief  engineer  for  WHEC  since 
1922. 

Singer  Sues  Columbia 
Columbia  Pictures  was  sued  for 

$100,000  damages  yesterday  in  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  by  Minnie  Saltzman- 
Stevens,  former  Wagnerian  soprano. 
She  claims  Columbia  unauthorizedly 
used  her  photograph  in  a  sequence  of 
the  film  "I'll  Take  Romance."  Co- 

lumbia has  entered  a  general  denial. 

Shift  Warner  Managers 
Albany,  Dec.  16. — Two  managers 

have  been  shifted  following  the  recent 
death  of  William  Haynes,  who  man- 

aged Warners'  Stanley  in  Utica.  Jules E.  M.  Curley,  zone  advertising  head, 
becomes  manager  of  the  first  run 
Strand  here,  while  Andrew  M.  Roy 
moves  from  the  Strand  to  the  Stanley, 
Utica. 

Plan  Illinois  Theatres 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  16. — The  Frisina 

Circuit  has  announced  plans  to  build 
a  new  subsequent  run  house  outside 
Decatur,  111.,  to  cost  $120,000.  The 
circuit  operates  in  Southern  Illinois 
and  has  houses  in  Missouri. 

Buys  House   in  Charlotte 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  Dec.  16. — H.  H. 

Everette  Enterprises,  Inc.,  has  ac- 
quired the  Beaufort  here  from  R.  G. Lang. 

Warners  to  Reopen  Two 
South  Manchester,  Conn.,  Dec. 

16. — Warner's  will  reopen  the  State, 
South  Manchester  and  Rialto,  South 
Norwalk,  on  Christmas  Day,  after 
renovations. 

Plan  New  Texas  Theatre 
Beaumont,  Tex.,  Dec.  16. — A  new 

theatre  is  being  built  here.  The  new 
house  will  be  called  the  Ritz. 

Shift  Fox  West  Coast  Men 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  16. — Howard 

J.  Moody,  treasurer  of  the  Fox  The- 
atre, has  been  promoted  to  manager 

of  the  new  Carlos  Theatre  in  subur- 
ban San  Carlos.  Albert  Mooney  has 

been  promoted  from  chief  of  service 
to  Moody's  former  post.  Richard 
Warfield  has  been  shifted  from  man- 

ager of  the  Warfield  to  manager  of 
the  New  Rialto. 

Takes  San  Francisco  House 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  16. — Joseph 

Meyer,  long  identified  with  theatrical 
and  radio  enterprises  here,  will  take 
over  the  Tivoli  Theatre  on  Christmas 
Day  to  show  films  and  stage  shows. 

Building  New  Kansas  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  16. — Don  Phil- 

lips, who  operates  the  Lyric  at  Colby, 
Kan.,  is  building  a  new  theatre  there. 
George  Nescher  of  the  Rio,  Valley 
Falls,  Kan.,  is  supervising  construc- 

tion of  the  Phillips  Theatre. 

Buy  Theatre  in  Georgia 
Lumpkin,  Ga.,  Dec.  16. — Cowart 

and  Shingler,  who  own  several  the- 
atres in  this  section,  have  sold  the 

Lumpkin  Theatre  to  Herman  Abrams 
of  Atlanta.  The  house  has  been  un- 

der the  management  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  Cowart  since  the  first  of  the 

year. 

Irwin  Shaw  Play 

Will  Open  Tonight 
A  new  comedy  by  Irwin 

Shaw,  "Retreat  to  Pleasure," opens  tonight  at  the  Belasco 
with  Leif  Erickson,  Edith 
Atwater,  Hume  Cronyn,  John 
Emery  and  Helen  Ford  in  the 
principal  roles.  The  play  is  a 
Group  Theatre  production. 

Miller  Challenges 

View  of  Educators 

Neville  Miller,  president  of  the  Na- tional Association  of  Broadcasters  and 

BMI,  yesterday  challenged  the  com- mittee of  Ascap  music  educators  on  a 
statement  that  important  modern  mu- 

sic would  be  barred  from  the  networks 
after  Jan.  1.  The  committee  was 
formed  over  the  weekend. 

Miller  asserted  that  Ascap  had  no 
control  over  symphonies,  operas,  dra- 

matic music  and  other  original  com- 
positions. "The  rights  to  symphonies 

are  in  no  way  under  the  control  of 
Ascap,"  he  declared,  "and  are  directly 
negotiated  between  the  broadcasters 
and  composers  or  between  the  broad- 

casters and  the  publishers." Miller  pointed  out  that  the  right  to 

play  Gershwin's  "Rhapsody  in  Blue" in  full  is  a  grand  right  and  that  Ascap 
has  no  control  over  it  because  Ascap 
controls  only  small  rights. 

Celebrate  'Wife'  Run 
Joe  Malcolm,  Nat  Sanders  and  Gil- 

bert Josephson  were  hosts  at  a  lunch- 
eon yesterday  celebrating  the  first  an- 

niversary of  the  run  of  "The  Baker's Wife"  at  the  World  Theatre.  Among 
those  present  were  Eric  von  Stroheim, 
Arthur  Garfield  Hays,  Jules  Romains, 
Irene  Thirer,  Glendon  Allvine  and 
William  Boehnel. 

Renew  Wage  Contract 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  16. — Renewal  of  a 

wage  contract  between  Local  143  of 
the  Operators'  Union  and  Harry  Hol- 
loway,  owner  of  the  Gem,  Oakland  and 
Beverly,  three  neighborhood  suburban 
houses  here,  ended  a  labor  dispute 
which  closed  the  houses  briefly  last 
week. 

Reserves  RKO  Decision 
Decision  on  an  application  by  Helen 

Twelvetrees  for  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  RKO  from  distrib- 

uting "I'm  Still  Alive"  was  reserved 
yesterday  by  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Ferdinand  A.  Pecora.  She 
seeks  $100,000  damages,  claiming  the 
film  is  based  on  her  life. 

Booker  Transferred 

Seattle,  Dec.  16. — Ed  Cruzea  of 
Monogram's  Portland  exchange  has 
moved  to  Seattle  and  will  succeed  Al 
Harris  as  head  booker  of  the  local 
branch.  George  Jackson,  of  this  city, 

moves  to  Portland  to  fill  Cruzea's  for- mer post. 

Fined  for  Sunday  Films 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  Dec.  16. — Rob- 
ert Sigler,  Royal  theatre  manager,  was 

fined  $25  for  violating  the  Sunday 
laws  after  his  lawyer,  F..  M.  Morris 
entered  a  technical  plea  of  nolo  con- 
tendre. 
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Exemptions 

For  Actors 

Draft    Deferment  Only 
When  Essential 

Actors  as  a  class  are  not  entitled 
to  deferment  or  exemption  in  the 
draft,  and  it  is  up  to  the  local 
boards  to  decide  whether  an  appli- 

cant may  receive  consideration  on 
the  claim  that  he  is  essential. 

This  official  ruling  was  given  by 
Col.  Arthur  V.  McDermott,  director 
of  the  New  York  Selective  Board,  to 
Alfred  Harding,  representing  Actors 
Equity,  at  a  conference  yesterday. 

Col.  McDermott  said  that  ac- 
tors are  entitled  to  no  consid- 

eration in  the  decisions  of  the 
draft  boards  other  than  wheth- 

er they  are  needed  for  a  play. 
Harding  said  after  his  meeting  with 

McDermott    that    Equity    had  not 
sought  any  special  consideration  for 
actors  but  wanted  to  know  how  the 
regulations  would  be  applied.  In  reply, 
Col.  McDermott  stated  that  if  an  ac- 

tor's services  were  essential  he  would 
be  deferred  as  would  any  other  em- 

ploye in  any  other  industry.   Such  de- 
ferment, however,  would  have  to  come 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

Benny- Allen  Draw 

Big  Opening  Crowd 
Paramount  took  over  Broadway  last 

night  with  the  world  premiere  of  the 
Jack  Benny-Fred  Allen  musical  pic- 

ture, "Love  Thy  Neighbor,"  at  the Paramount  Theatre. 

The  event  drew  thousands  of  per- 
sons to  the  theatre,  with  40  policemen 

on  hand  to  keep  order. 
The  opening  at  8  :30  was  preceded 

by  a  cocktail  party  and  dance  for 
the   press   with   the  two   stars  and 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

Ranking  Officers  at 

'Command'  Opening 
Washington,  Dec.  17. — -A  distin- 

guished audience,  including  the  high 
ranking  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  attended  the  key  opening  of 
M-G-M's  "Flight  Command"  at 
Loew's  Capitol  here  tonight,  following a  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Carlton. 

The  premiere  here  was  one  of  four 
in  Metro's  "hemispheric"  opening  of 
the  naval  aviation  film,  on  Pan-Amer- 

ican Aviation  Day,  with  openings  in 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

Loew's,  U.A.  to  Give 
Christmas  Bonuses 

Loew's  -  M-G-M  yesterday 
announced  a  Christmas  bonus 
for  5,700  employes.  Those  re- 

ceiving $40  a  week  or  less 
and  been  employed  a  year 
will  get  two  weeks'  salary, 
not  to  exceed  $50.  Those  em- 

ployed six  months  will  get 
one  week's  salary,  not  to  ex- ceed $25. 

Maurice  Silverstone,  U.A. 
chief  executive,  announced 
that  an  estimated  95  per  cent 
of  the  company's  employes  in the  United  States  will  be 
eligible  for  a  bonus  approved 
by  the  directors  yesterday. 

British  Currency 

Details  are  Set 

London,  Dec.  17. — All  details  of  the 
new  monetary  agreement  between  the 
Government  and  the  American  dis- 

tribution companies  have  been  agreed 
upon  and  formal  approval  by  the 
American  companies  is  expected  here 
before  Christmas. 
London  representatives  of  the 

American  companies  are  awaiting  ad- 
vices from  their  home  offices  on  the 

dollar  allotment  which  they  will  be 
authorized  to  remit.  The  total  al- 

lowed all  eight  major  companies  is 
$12,800,000. 
American  independents  distributing 

here  have  not  yet  been  informed  of 
the  Government's  exchange  intentions 
applicable  to  them.  Following  formal 
approval  of  the  agreement  with  the 
major  companies,  the  independent  dis- 

tributors are  expected  to  receive  in- 
dividual permits  from  Whitehall. 

BMI-ASCAP  WAR 

SPREADING  OUT 

Broadcasters  Reject  Arbitration  of  Ascap 

Contract;  M-G-M  Music  Company  Becomes 

Involved;  CBS  Deadline  Now  Dec.  26 

As  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  yesterday  rejected  the 

offer  of  the  American  Arbitration  Association  to  mediate  the  music' dis- 
pute in  the  event  of  an  Ascap  consent  decree  or  a  contract  covering 

trade  practices,  the  "war' 

Decree  Is  Step 

To  U.  S.  Rule: 

Kuykendall 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  17. — The  con- 
sent decree  is  a  step  toward  Federal 

regulation  of  the  industry,  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, M.P.T.O.A.  president,  told 

members  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  The- 
atres Association  in  convention  here today. 

Kuykendall  presented  a  generally 

pessimistic  view  of  the  decree's  effects on  theatre  operations  and  asserted  that 
it  "gives  exhibitors  nothing  they  didn't 

have  before." 
R.  R.  Biechele  of  Kansas  City,  Kan., 

was  elected  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion ;  Thomas  Edwards,  Eldon,  Mo., 

vice-president,  and  Fred  Meyn,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kan.,  secretary-treasurer. Directors  elected  were :  Frank  Cassil 

of    St.    Joseph,    retiring    president ; 
(Continued  on  page  5) 

between  the  broadcasters  and  Ascap  flared 
 1  on  several  new  fronts. 

Jack  Robbins,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Robbins  Music 
Co.,  an  M-G-M  affiliate,  threat- 

ened to  resign  his  post  unless 
M-G-M  agreed  to  sign  with 

Ascap.  • 
Westinghouse  Manufacturing 

&  Electric  Co.  cancelled  "Mu- 
sical Americana,"  leading  mu- 
sical program  on  NBC  because 

of  reported  difficulties  in  ar- 
ranging the  program  without 

Ascap  music. 
Neville  Miller,  N.A.B.  president,  in 

Washington  last  night  said  that  his 
organization  has  no  intention  of  enter- 

ing into  arbitration  negotiations  on 
the  Ascap  contract. 

Ascap  officials  said  that  they  did 
not  view  a  possible  consent  decree  in 
settlement  of  the  six-year-old  Govern- ment anti-trust   suit  as  having  any 

(Continued  on  page  5) 

MPPDA  BOARD  MAY  GET  NEW 

5-YEAR  HAYS  PACT  TODAY 
A  proposal  for  the  continuation  of  Will  Hays'  contract  for  an 

additional  five  years,  until  March,  1947,  may  be  presented  today, 
according  to  authorities,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Producers  and  Distributors  of  America. 
If  not  presented  today,  it  is  believed  by  these  authorities  that 
this  extension  of  Hays'  contract  will  be  approved  formally  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  board,  as  the  proposal  already  has  received 
the  informal  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  association's  company members. 

A  general  study  of  the  operation  of  the  Production  Code  Ad- 
ministration in  Hollywood  will  be  made  by  the  board,  and  Joseph 

I.  Breen,  code  administrator,  will  submit  a  year-end  report  to  the directors. 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th  Century-Fox  president,  and  Nate  J.  Blum- 

berg,  Universal  president,  both  of  whom  are  in  Hollywood,  will 
be  the  only  members  absent  from  today's  meeting.  W.  C.  Michel, 
executive  vice-president  of  20th  Century-Fox,  will  represent  Kent, 
and  Charles  D.  Prutzman,  vice-president  and  general  counsel  of 
Universal,  will  represent  Blumberg. 

Masters  to  Confer 

On  New  U.  A.  Post 

Toronto,  Dec.  17. — Haskell  Mas- 
ters, Canadian  sales  manager  for  Uni- 

ted Artists,  left  for  New  York  today 
to  confer  with  home  office  officials 
on  the  new  executive  sales  post  which 
has  been  offered  him  there. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  United  Artists 
vice-president  and  general  sales  man- 

ager, who  recently  confirmed  the  fact 
that  Masters  had  been  offered  a  home 
office  sales  post,  said  yesterday  that 
he  would  have  no  statement  to  make 
regarding  the  appointment  before  the 
end  of  the  week. 

Federation  Meeting 

Postponed  to  Friday 

The  meeting  of  the  amusement  di- 
vision of  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn 

Federation  of  Jewish  Charities,  which 
was  to  have  been  held  tomorrow,  has 
been  postponed  by  David  Bernstein, 
co-chairman,  until  Friday,  at  12  :30  at 
the  Hotel  Astor,  so  that  there  will  be 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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Upholsterers  Claim 
I.  A.  Interference 

The  Upholsterers'  Union 
yesterday  sought  an  injunc- 

tion in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 
to  prevent  the  I.A.T.S.E.  and 
its  Local  1,  New  York  stage- 

hands, from  interfering  with 
the  hanging  of  drapes  and 
curtains  in  theatres.  The  up- 

holsterers claim  they  have 
contracts  for  the  finshing  of 
theatres  and  the  stagehands 
are  trying  to  take  over  their 
work,  despite  an  A.  F.  of  L. 
charter.  Damages  of  $10,009 
are  asked. 

Law  Resigning,  Will 

Be  PCCITO  Counsel 

Hollywood,  Dec.  17. — Albert  J. 
Law,  for  the  past  11  years  special 
assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  General, 
will  resign  Jan.  1  to  enter  private 
practice,  and  has  been  retained  as 
counsel  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Con- 

ference of  Independent  Theatre 
Owners. 

With  Harold  J.  Collins,  also  a  spe- 
cial assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  General, 

Law  had  charge  of  the  investigations 
which  led  to  the  filing  of  contempt 
charges  in  the  Fox  West  Coast  con- 

sent decree  case. 
Law  said  that  no  legal  program  of 

the  PCCITO  has  as  yet  been  for- 
mulated in  connection  with  the  in- 
dustry's Federal  consent  decree  or other  matters. 

Personal  Mention 

Jacob  Lourie,  Film 

Veteran,  Dies  at  66 

Boston,  Dec.  17. — Jacob  Lourie,  66, 
a  film  pioneer  and  prominent  in  local 
theatrical  circles  for  many  years,  died 
today  at  his  home  in  suburban  Brook- 
line. 
Former  president  of  Netoco  Thea- 

tres, and  among  the  first  to  show  talk- 
ing films  in  the  United  States,  he  for- 

merly was  president  of  Allied  Thea- 
tres of  Massachusetts,  affiliate  of  the 

M.P.T.O.A.  He  was  affiliated  with 
Paramount  as  a  partner  in  Publix-Ne- 
toco  Theatre  Corp.,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  associated  with 
M.  &  P.  Theatres  and  a  director  of 
Publix-Netoco.  Funeral  services  will 
be  held  tomorrow  morning. 

Testimonial  to  Roy 

Tonight  in  Albany 
Albany,  Dec.  17. — More  than  125 

reservations  have  been  received  for  the 

testimonial  banquet  at  Jack's  Restau- rant here  tomorrow  for  Andrew  M. 
Roy,  former  manager  of  the  Strand, 
Warner  theatre  here,  who  has  been 
promoted  to  the  Stanlev,  Utica. 

Chairman  of  the  affair  is  Jack 
Swartout,  manager  of  the  American 
Theatre,  Troy,  assisted  by  Charles  A. 
Smakwitz,  Warner  district  manager, 
Paul  S.  Krumenacker,  Joe  Weinstein, 
B.  G.  Kranze,  and  Jules  Curley,  who 
succeeds  Roy  as  manager  of  the 
Strand. 

Plan  Dinner  for  Allen 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  17. — Friends  of 
John  S.  Allen,  local  M-G-M  city  sales- 

man, who  leaves  Jan.  1  to  become  the 
campany's  branch  manager  in  Wash- ington, will  hold  a  dinner  in  his  honor 
at  the  Variety  Club  Saturday. 

CIDNEY  R.  KENT,  president  of 
O  20th  Century-Fox,  left  Monday 
night  by  plane  for  the  Coast  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  his  brother,  Ernest 
Kent.  He  will  return  on  Monday. 

• 
Joseph  I.  Breen,  Production  Code 

administrator,  was  delayed  in  his  de- 
parture from  Hollywood  and  now  is 

scheduled  to  arrive  in  New  York  this 
morning. 

• 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Universal 

board  chairman,  left  for  the  Coast  by 
plane  last  night  for  production  confer- 

ences at  the  studio.  He  is  scheduled 
to  return  to  New  York  in  about  three 
weeks. • 
A.  N.  Schmitz,  RKO  Milwaukee 

branch  manager,  is  at  the  home  office 
for  a  few  days. 

• 
Leo  Devaney,  Canadian  division 

manager  for  RKO,  and  captain  of  the 
Ned  Depinet  sales  drive,  is  due  at  the 
nome  office  this  week. 

• 
A-MiKE  Vogel  has  returned  from  a 

brief  visit  to  the  Coast. 

Jock  Lawrence  is  in  town  from 
Hollywood. 

• 

Murray     Silverstone,  William 
Fitelson,  Jeffrey  Bernerd,  Arthur 
Lee  and  Douglas  Rothacker  having 
lunch  yesterday  at  the  Tavern, 

a 
Edward  Peskay,  Arthur  Silver- 

stone,  Emanuel  Silverstone  lunch- 
ing yesterday  at  Lindy's  (next  to the  Rivoli). 

GUS  EYSSELL,  assistant  to  W.  G. Van  Sclimus,  managing  director 
of  the  Music  Hall,  is  in  Buffalo. 

• 
Walter  Branson,  RKO  Midwest- 

ern district  manager,  is  here  from  Chi- 
cago. 

• 
Ben  Judell  is  in  town  from  the 

Coast. 
• 

George  L.  Carrington,  Altec  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  has 
returned  from  the  Coast.  Harry  M. 
Bessey,  secretary-treasurer,  is  back from  Chicago. 

• 
Robert  Mochrie,  Eastern  division 

manager  for  RKO,  is  visiting  the  De- 
troit exchange  this  week. 

Herman  Garfield  is  vacationing  at 
Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

• 
J.  Robert  Rubin,  Sam  Shain, 

Max  A.  Cohen,  Adolph  Zukor,  Al 
Lewis,  Louis  Dreyfus,  Russell 
Holman  and  John  W.  Hicks  having 
lunch  yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting Room  in  the  Astor. 

• 
Henri  Elman,  Monogram  franchise 

holder  in  Chicago,  is  here  for  a  few 
days. 

• 
Stanton  Griffis,  Louis  Phillips, 

Leonard  Goldenson,  Claude  Lee, 
George  Dembow,  Charles  Sonin, 
Lee  Shubert,  John  Golden,  Mort 
Spring,  Isabel  Jewell,  Arthur 
Mayer,  Clayton  Bond,  Frank 
Phelps,  John  Beal,  Alexander 
Kirkland  and  Ray  Henderson  at 
Sardi's  for  lunch  yesterday. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

Heads  Club  Committee 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  17.— Al  Kolitz 

has  been  named  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  Cinema  Club 

of  Cincinnati  annual  installation  dinner 
to  be  held  in  February.  Others  on  the 
committee  are:  Mark  Cummings,  Lev 
Bugie,  Nat  Kaplan,  Nate  LaVene  and 
Irving  Sochen. 

Pat  Greenlees  Dies 
Toronto,  Dec.  17.— Pat  Greenlees, 

proprietor  of  the  Princess  Theatre, 
Woodstock,  Ont,  for  30  years  and  a 
member  of  the  Associated  Theatres 
circuit,  died  here.  Representatives  of 
film  exchanges  and  veteran  Toronto 
exhibitors  made  the  trip  to  Woodstock 
for  the  funeral. 

Last  Minute  Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  17. 
T  G.  FRA.YNE  was  announced  today  as  chairman  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Sec- 

.lion  of  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers  for  1941,  succeeding Loren  Ryder,  who  becomes  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the "atl0"al  organization.  C.  W.  Handley  becomes  secretary-treasurer  of  the Pacific  Coast  Section,  with  F.  J.  Durst,  B.  Kreuzer  and  S.  P.  Solow  named to  the  board  of  managers. •  • 

Cliff  Lewis,  formerly  Paramount  studio  advertising  and  publicity  director 
will  move  to  New  York  to  head  the  company's  field  exploitation  staff  under 
Robert  M.  Gillham,  director  of  the  company's  advertising  and  publicity. •  • 

The  contract  of  Col.  Jason  Joy  as  public  relations  director  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox was  renewed  today  for  two  years. •  • 

Musicians'  Local  47  has  elected  an  administration  ticket  headed  by  J.  K. Wallace,  president,  an  early  count  of  votes  indicated  today.  J.  W.  Gillette, International  representative,  was  not  elected  a  delegate  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians  convention  for  the  first  time  in  16  years •  • 
George  Miller,  a  writer,  today  filed  suit  in  Superior  Court  seeking 

$1,000,000  damages  from  Paramount  and  Preston  Sturges,  director  of  "The 
Great  McGinty,"  on  the  ground  the  film  used  portions  of  a  story  he  sent to  the  company  in  1937,  which  was  rejected. 

•  .  • 
Charles  Winfield  Meggs  today  resigned  as  advertising  art  director  at  the 

Paramount  studio  to  become  president  of  Studio  Publishers,  Inc.,  a  new 
company  which  will  market  novelties  of  the  Hollywood  type.  He  was  with 
Paramount  eight  years. 

DEFENSE  activities  in  the  Ameri- 
cas,highlighted  by  William  Knud- 

sen's  speedup  appeal  and  the  Duke  of 
Windsor's  conference  vuith  President 
Roosevelt,  are  featured  in  the  mid- 

week issues,  which  concentrate  largely 
on  the  local  scene.  Little  variation  is 
apparent.   The  contents: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  29— British 

ship  at  Montevideo  after  battle.  British 
troops  in  Egypt.  Vichy  cabinet  meets.  Lord 
Lothian  rites.  Duke  of  Windsor  returns 
from  conference  with  Roosevelt.  Roosevelt 
returns  on  the  Tuscaloosa.  New  airplane 
carrier  launched  at  Newport  News.  New 
bomber  in  Maryland.  New  York  Guards- 

men in  Alabama.  Basketball  season  opens. 
Golf  in  Miami.     Hat  fashions. 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  227— Knudsen 
urges  speed  in  plane  output.  Windsor  re- turns from  visit  with  Roosevelt.  New  air- 

craft carrier  launched.  Services  for  Lord 
Lothian.  British  cruiser  in  Montevideo. 
British  troops  in  Egypt.  Basketball.  Open 
golf  tournament  in  Miami. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  32— Basket- ball season  opens.  Golf  in  Miami.  Funeral 
for  Lord  Lothian.  New  army  bomber  tested. 
Aircraft  carrier  launched  at  Newport  News. 
Kentucky  troops  in  water  maneuvers. 
Knudsen  urges  speed  in  defense  work. 
Roosevelt  ends  Caribbean  cruise.  Duke  of 
Windsor  returns  after  visiting  Roosevelt. 
War  refugees  here. 
RKO    PATHE     NEWS,     No.    32— Lord 

Lothian  services.  Windsor  back  from  con- 
ference at  sea  with  Roosevelt.  Roosevelt 

returns  from  defense  tour.  Knudsen  urges 
speedier  production.  Test  new  bomber  in 
Baltimore.  Navy  launches  new  plane  car- rier. Drugs  stored  in  treasury  vaults. 
Basketball  season  opens. 

UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  937— Knudsen  warns  of  arms  delay.  Roosevelt 
back  from  defense  trip.  Rites  for  Lord 
Lothian.  New  bomber  tested.  New  bridge 
at  Fort  Knox.  Launch  new  aircraft  carrier. 
Jinx  club  celebrates  in  Philadelphia.  Golf tournament  in  Miami.  Basketball. 

Herman  Wobber  in 

Frisco  for  Holidays 

Herman  Wobber,  chief  of  distribu- 
tion of  20th  Century-Fox,  is  on  the 

Coast.  He  will  spend  the  holidays 
with  his  family  at  his  home  in  San 
Francisco,  and  from  there  will  go  to 
the  studio  for  production  conferences 
with  Sidney  R.  Kent,  president,  and 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production,  scheduled  for 
about  Jan.  IS.  He  is  expected  to  re- 

turn to  the  home  office  after  the  con- ferences. 
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WHAT  AMERICA  NEEDS  IS  A  RIOTOUS  ROMANCE! 

The  scene  above  shows  CLARK  GABLE  and  HEDY  LAMARR  after  a  battle  in  which 

she  bites,  kicks  and  crowns  him  but  it's  just  her  way  of  demonstrating  love. 

"COMRADE  X"  is  much  funnier  than  "Ninotchka"  and  easier  to  pronounce.  It  is 
a  King  Vidor  Production  with  Oscar  Homolka,  Felix  Bressart,  Eve  Arden.  Screen 

play  by  Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  Lederer.  Directed  by  King  Vidor.  Produced 

by  Gottfried  Reinhardt.  M-G-M  made  it  with  both  eyes  on  your  box-office! 
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Equity  Claim  Death  Not  'Act  of  God' 
Upheld  on  Appeal  in  Salary  Case 

A  ruling  by  Actors  Equity  that  the  death  of  an  actor  is  not 
an  act  of  God  was  upheld  by  an  arbitration  board  in  an  appeal 
filed  by  Sam  Harris,  producer  of  "George  Washington  Slept  Here." 
The  cast  was  awarded  $1,332,  representing  one  week's  salary. Harris  contended  that  the  death  of  Berton  Churchill  forced 
him  to  delay  the  opening  for  one  week  and  that  the  death,  being 
an  act  of  God,  relieved  him  of  paying  salaries.  The  arbitration 
board  ruled,  however,  that  the  cast  was  not  entitled  to  pay  for 
four  days  lost  because  of  a  knee  injury  suffered  by  Ernest  Truex, 
since  they  were  paid  for  rehearsal  time. 

Because  of  the  holiday  season,  the  next  meeting  of  the  Equity 
council  will  be  held  Dec.  27. 

BMI-Ascap 

War  Spreads 

On  New  Fronts 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
but  the  most  remote  bearing  on  a  set- 

tlement of  Ascap's  rate  dispute  with the  radio  industry. 
CBS  sent  a  letter  to  its  sponsors 

and  affiliated  stations  urging  all  com- 
mercial shows  to  observe  Dec.  26  as 

a  deadline  for  Ascap  music,  instead  of 
Dec.  31. 

In  its  telegram  to  Gene  Buck,  Ascap 
president,  and  Neville  Miller,  BMI 
president,  the  A. A. A.  said  that  it  of- 

fered its  services  for  "the  arbitration 
of  any  controversies  that  may  arise 
under  any  consent  decree  or  contract 
establishing  trade  practices."  BMI asserted  that  it  was  a  competitor  of 
Ascap  and  had  nothing  to  arbitrate 
with  it.  Officials  stated  that  if  .  any 
arbitration  were  needed  it  was  by  the 
radio  stations  and  not  BMI. 

Ascap  Approves  Arbitration 

John  G.  Paine,  Ascap  general  man- 
ager, said  the  A. A. A.  offer  was  "a 

fine  thing,"  and  that  Ascap  would  be 
willing  to  meet  to  negotiate  with  the 
broadcasters  under  any  auspices, 
whether  A.A.A.  or  otherwise.  How- 

ever, he  declared  that  until  some  nego- 
tiations were  started  there  was  noth- 

ing to  arbitrate. 
While  Robbins  asserted  that  he 

would  quit  unless  M-G-M,  which  con- 
trols SI  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  the 

Robbins  firm,  would  sign  with  Ascap, 
David  Bernstein,  Loew's  vice-presi- 

dent and  treasurer  who  is  also  presi- 
dent of  Robbins  Music,  declared  that 

no  decision  had  been  made  yet.  The 
Robbins  firm  controls  the  "Big  3" catalogues,  Robbins,  Feist  and  Miller. 
According  to  Robbins,  18  per  cent  of 
all  music  played  in  the  United  States 
during  1939  was  from  the  three  cata- 
logues. 

Cancellation  a  Surprise 
Cancellation  effective  after  Jan.  16, 

of  "Musical  Americana,"  which  came 
up  from  an  initial  rating  of  2  to  9.7 
in  its  latest  Crossley,  came  as  a  con- 

siderable surprise  in  radio  circles. 
Westinghouse,  the  sponsor,  also  owns 
five  radio  stations  which  have  signed 
with  BMI.  However,  Raymond  Paige, 
the  conductor,  relied  heavily  on  songs 
written  by  American  composers  which 
have  become  semi-classical.  Almost 
all  of  this  material  is  controlled  by 
Ascap.     Paige  ignored  the  Dec.  23 

Says  Vaudeville  to 
Be  Back  in  Fight 

Hollywood,  Dec.  17— Sig- 
mund  Romberg,  former  mem- 

ber of  the  Ascap  board  and 
for  five  years  president  of  the 
Song  Writers  Protective  As- 

sociation, sees  a  possibility 
of  a  return  of  vaudeville  and 
sheet  music  if  the  music  dis- 

pute lasts  six  months  after 
the  Jan.  1  deadline.  He  also 
foresees  a  return  to  slow 
growth  in  popularity  of  music 
instead  of  the  present  condi- 

tion where  popular  songs 
last  some  10  weeks  on  the 
radio. 

deadline  imposed  by  NBC  for  Ascap 
music  on  commercial  shows  and  in 
scheduling  his  Dec.  26  show  used  six 
Ascap  songs  and  not  one  BMI  tune. 
The  other  two  key  shows,  "Your 

Hit  Parade"  and  "College  of  Musical 
Knowledge,"  are  planning  to  carry  on 
despite  the  Ascap  ban.  "Your  Hit 
Parade"  has  already  inserted  the 
phrase  "from  songs  available  to  radio" 
in  announcing  the  10-hit  songs  of  the 
week,  and  Kay  Kyser  plans  to  use 
popular  domain  and  BMI  compositions 
for  his  "College  of  Musical  Knowl- 

edge" quiz.  William  Wright,  account executive  of  Fuller,  Smith  &  Ross, 
which  handles  the  Paige  show,  said 
that  Westinghouse  was  "very  much 
satisfied  with  the  program"  but  was compelled  to  cancel  the  show  because 
of  new  financial  arrangements.  He 
denied  that  Ascap  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  cancellation. 

Ascap  officials  said  three 
points  were  being  considered 
in  the  formula  for  a  consent 
decree.  They  are:  offering  of 
optional  contracts  for  either 
"blanket"  or  "per  piece"  licens- 

ing with  payment  at  the  source 
in  either  case;  granting  of  a 
greater  voice  to  Ascap  members 
on  election  of  directors;  and 
the  relaxation  of  membership 
requirements  to  make  eligible 
anyone  who  practices  song 
writing  as  a  profession  and  has 
had  one  song  published. 
Ascap  officials  said  they  had  no 

objections  to  any  of  these  proposals 
and  that,  in  themselves,  the  proposals 
would  not  satisfy  the  broadcasters. 

"No  Decree  in  48  Hours' 
In  connection  with  reports  that  a 

consent  decree  might  be  ready  within 
48  hours,  Ascap  officials  said  the  de- 

cree had  not  even  been  reduced  to 
legal  language  and  that  it  would  have 
to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  direc- 

tors before  it  could  be  submitted  to  the 
Federal  court  for  approval.  Obviously, 
it  was  said,  all  this  could  not  be  done 
within  48  hours.  It  was  added  that 
the  final  draft  was  not  expected  be- 

fore Jan.  1.  Government  and  Ascap 
officials  continued  in  conference  in 
Washington  yesterday. 

Delay  Canada  Fee  Hearing 
Pending  BMI  Fight  Here 
Toronto,  Dec.  17. — The  adjourned 

hearing  of  the  Canadian  Copyright 
Appeal  Board  will  be  held  Feb.  17 
to  receive  the  application  of  the  Can- 

adian Performing  Right  Society  and 
any  other  bodies  for  approval  of  pro- 

posed license  fees  for  the  use  of  mu- 
sical compositions  during  1941. 

The  situation  is  complicated  due 
to  the  creation  of  Broadcast  Music 
(Canada)  Inc.,  the  official  designa- 

tion of  the  Canadian  branch  of  the 
independent  organization  of  copyright 

owners  in  the  United  States,  which 
also  has  submitted  a  schedule  of  score 
charges  for  its  musical  works  in  the 
Dominion. 
The  postponement  of  the  Appeal 

Board's  session  early  in  December was  unusual.  It  is  understood  the 
board  is  awaiting  developments  in  the 
performing  rights  field  in  the  U.  S. 
so  that  any  decision  in  the  Dominion 
will  not  cause  embarrassment  to  either 
side  in  the  issue  prior  to  any  definite 
outcome  in  the  controversy  in  the 

|  States  which  would  have  direct  effect 
in  Canada. 

The  BMI  has  listed  flat  rate  charges 
for  the  use  of  its  music  in  Canada 
and  these  are  moderate,  their  proposed 
collections  in  Ontario,  for  instance, 
totaling  only  $5,021,  as  compared  with 
the  Provincial  total  of  $33,377  which 
has  been  collected  by  the  Canadian 
Performing  Right  Society  and  which 
the  Society  proposes  to  raise  for  1941. 

Ranking  Officers  at 
'Command9  Opening 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Toronto,  Havana  and  Mexico  City. 
The  banquet  was  under  the  auspices 
of  the  National  Aeronautic  Associa- 

tion, which  sponsored  the  opening. 
Howard  Dietz,  advertising  and  pub- 

licity manager  for  M-G-M,  as  toast- 
master,  sounded  a  keynote  of  industry 
cooperation  in  national  defense. 
Speakers  included  Admiral  Harold 
Stark,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations ; 
Gen.  George  C.  Marshall,  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  Army ;  Dr.  Leo  S.  Rowe, 
director  general  of  the  Pan-American 
Union ;  Thomas  Burke,  chief  of  the 
division  of  international  communica- 

tions of  the  State  Department,  and 
Walter  Pidgeon,  who  has  a  leading 
role  in  the  film,  which  stars  Robert 
Taylor. 
A  guest  of  honor  was  Adeline  Cox 

of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Airlines, 

selected  in  a  contest  as  the  nation's 
"prettiest"  stewardess.  The  banquet 
was  broadcast  over  a  Mutual  network. 

Federation  Meeting 

Postponed  to  Friday 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

no  conflict  with  the  luncheon  tomor- 
row at  the  same  hotel  in  honor  of 

E.  K.  O'Shea,  newly  appointed  Cen- 
tral division  manager  of  Metro-Gold- 

wyn-Mayer,  and  Jack  Bowen,  newly 
appointed  district  manager. 

The  Ampa  luncheon  tomorrow  was 
postponed  to  Friday  for  the  same reason. 

Proceeds  of  the  Shea-Bowen  lunch- 
eon will  be  turned  over  to  the  charity 

fund  of  the  Motion  Picture  Associates. 
Several  hundred  are  expected  to  at- 

tend.  Harry  Brandt  is  chairman. 

Decree  Is  Step 

To  U.S.  Rule: 

Kuykendall 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

George  Harttmann,  North  Kansas 
City,  and  Rex  Barrett  of  Columbia, 
all  representing  Missouri  member- 

ship, and  J.  E.  Pennington,  Topeka ; 
Homer  Strowig,  Abilene,  and  C.  A. 
Schultz,  Kansas  City,  representing 
Kansas  membership. 
A  discussion  of  the  legislative  pros- 

pect for  next  year  revealed  that  the- 
atres are  one  of  two  enterprises  which 

already  have  been  singled  out  for 
special  tax  legislation  in  Missouri. 
While  proposed  tax  revisions  in  Kan- 

sas reveal  no  special  theatre  meas- 
ures, exhibitors  voiced  the  fear  that 

they  may  be  singled  out  for  special 
taxation  in  that  state. 

The  convention  adopted  a  resolution 
condemning  unfair  competition  of 
traveling  16mm.  shows  and  asking  for 
legislation  to  curb  them. 

H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  exhibitor 
relations  for  M-G-M,  defined  the  ex- 

hibitor's real  problem  now,  as  always, 
as  the  selling  of  motion  pictures.  He 
urged  the  exhibitors  not  to  air  in- 

dustry problems  publicly. 

Benny- Allen  Draw 

Big  Opening  Crowd (Continued  from  page  1) 

their  radio  companies  attending  as 
well  as  other  celebrities. 
The  Paramount  was  closed  three 

hours  to  prepare  for  the  premiere,  and 
opened  again  at  7 :30  with  the  usual 
fanfare  of  lights,  crowds,  newspaper 
photographers  and  police  lines. 

Benny  and  Allen  appeared  at  the 
opening  for  the  first  time  together  on 
a  stage.  A  broadcast  of  the  premiere 
went  on  the  air  from  9:15  to  9:30 
over  WOR  and  a  Mutual  hookup, 
with  Don  Wilson,  announcer  on 
Benny's  radio  program,  as  master  of ceremonies. 
Heard  on  the  broadcast,  among 

others,  were  Bea  Wain,  Fred  Waring, 
Rosemary  Lane,  The  Ink  Spots,  An- dre Baruch,  Henny  Youngman,  Ed 
Sullivan  and  Stuart  Kanin. 
Among  those  at  the  opening  were : 

Mary  Livingstone,  Stanton  Griffis, 
Barney  Balaban,  Adolph  Zukor,  Aus- 

tin Keough,  John  W.  Hicks,  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  Tom  Dorsey,  Jese  Block, 
Edwin  Weisl,  John  D.  Hertz,  Rus- 

sell Holman,  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Leon  Netter,  Charles  Reagan,  Joseph 
J.  Unger,  Oscar  Morgan,  M.  F.  Gow- 
thorpe,  Pat  Scollard,  Harry  Kalcheim 
and  John  Hertz,  Jr. 

Actors  to  Get  No 

Blanket  Exemption 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

either  from  the  local  board  or,  if  an 
appeal  were  taken,  from  the  appeals board. 
With  reference  to  actors  on  tour, 

Harding  was  advised  that  an  actor 
could  report  to  the  nearest  local  board 
if  his  number  were  called  and  he  could 
not  get  to  his  own  local  board  in  time. 
No  official  ruling  has  as  yet  been 

made  with  regard  to  motion  picture 
actors. 
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'Comrade  X9 

Los  Angeles 

Best,  $29,000 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  17. — "Comrade 
X"  and  "Charter  Pilot"  tallied  a  total 
gross  of  $29,000  at  two  houses,  $12,500 
at  the  Chinese  and  $16,500  at  Loew's 
State.  "Escape"  scored  $5,600  in  the second  week  at  the  4  Star. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec  11 : 

"Comrade  X"  (M-G-M) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CHINESE — (2,500)      (33c-44c-S5c-75c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $12,500.  (Average,  $12,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
CARTHAY  CIRCLE— (1,518)  (75c-$1.65)  7 

days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $6,400.  (Average, 
$17,000) 
"Escape"  (M-G-M) 

4  STAR—  (900)  (44c -55c)  7  days,  2nd  week. Gross:  $5,600.  (Average,  $3,250) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (Col.) 
HILLSTREET — (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 days.  Gross:  $6,200.  (Average,  $6,500) 

"Comrade  X"  (M-G-M) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c-75c) 7  days.  Gross:  $16,500.  (Average,  $14,000) 

"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (Col.) 
PANTAGES— (3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $5,900.  (Average,  $7,000) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT — (3,595)  (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Stage:  Clifford  C.  Fischer's  "Folies 
Bergere  of  1941."  Gross:  $20,000.  (Average, $18,000) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
"Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
WARNER     BROS.  (HOLLYWOOD)— 

(3,000)     (33c-44c-55c-75c)     7    days.  Gross: 
$6,400.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (DOWNTOWN)— 

(3,400)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,- 
000.  (Average,  $12,000) 

Honor  Schwartz  at 

Farewell  Luncheon 

About  225  attended  a  "farewell" luncheon  to  Arthur  Schwartz  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  yesterday.  Schwartz  is 
resigning  Jan.  1  as  head  booker  for 
the  Brandt  circuit  to  enter  the  baking 
business. 

Harry  Brandt,  head  of  the  circuit, 

presented  a  home  motion  picture  cam- era to  Schwartz.  Joseph  Lee,  20th 
Century-Fox  exchange  sales  manager, 
was  toastmaster.  Others  who  spoke 
included  Thomas  J.  Connors,  M-G-M 
division  manager  ;  Milton  Kusell,  Par- amount district  manager,  and  Henny 
Youngman. 

Bolle  to  Return  to 

Africa  on  Dec.  27 

Otto  Bolle,  managing  director  for 
20th  Century-Fox  in  South  Africa, 
will  leave  Dec.  27  for  his  headquarters 
after  having  been  here  since  Septem- 

ber. He  will  sail  on  the  Brazil  for 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  proceed  from 
there  to  South  Africa. 

Carlos  Bavetta,  20th  Century-Fox 
manager  in  Brazil,  is  due  at  the  home 
office,  probably  within  a  week,  for 
home  office  conferences. 

M-G-M  Suit  Settled 
Settlement  of  the  $50,000  damage 

suit  of  Mabel  Wayne  and  Neville 
Fleeson  against  M-G-M  has  been  filed 
in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court.  The  plain- 

tiffs had  charged  plagiarism  of  their 
son,  "Betwixt  and  Between,"  by  the 
defendant's  song,  "In  Between." 

Ontario  Schools  to 

Close  Two  Weeks 
Toronto,  Dec.  17. — Schools 

in  Ontario  are  closing  for 
two  full  weeks  for  the  Christ- 

mas holidays,  commencing 
Friday,  instead  of  the  cus- 

tomary recess  of  one  week. 
There  has  been  a  rush  at 
Toronto  exchanges  for  ap- 

propriate film  bookings  for 
the  extended  period.  The 
long  holiday  was  unexpected 
because  many  of  the  schools 
did  not  open  last  Fall  until 
Sept.  16  to  enable  youths  to 
assist  in  harvesting  opera- 
tions. 

Photophone  Has  New 

Sound  Development 

A  new  development  in  sound  repro- 
duction apparatus  similar  to  RCA 

Fanatasound  which  will  be  available 
to  all  theatres  by  use  of  an  attach- 

ment to  present  equipment  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Edward  C.  Ca- 

hill,  manager  of  RCA  Photophone. 
Called  RCA  Panoramic  Sound,  the 
new  device  uses  auxiliary  amplifiers 
and  loudspeakers  at  the  right  and  left 
of  the  screen.  The  extra  equipment  is 
controlled  by  a  cue  sound  track  on  one 
side  of  the  film. 

Establishment  of  film  standards  by 
the  Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts  and 
Sciences  must  precede  general  use, 
Cahill  explained,  but  Warners  has  al- 

ready applied  the  principle  experi- 
mentally in  "Sante  Fe  Trail."  The only  alteration  needed  to  the  present 

sound  equipment  besides  the  sound- 
head attachment  is  the  insertion  of  an 

auxiliary  amplifier  in  the  link  circuit. 

Ben  Cohen,  Calcutta 

Metro  Manager,  Here 
Ben  Cohen,  managing  director  of 

Loew's  Metro  in  Calcutta,  has  arrived in  New  York  for  his  first  visit  since 
assuming  his  foreign  post  two  and 
one-half  years  ago.  Cohen  will  be 
here  several  weeks  on  a  vacation  and 
will  also  confer  with  Arthur  M.  Loew, 
M-G-M  vice-president  in  charge  of 
foreign  activities.  Before  going  to 

India,  he  was  manager  of  Loew's  Poli College  Theatre  in  New  Haven. 

Rochester  Houses 

Are  Without  Water 

Roc hestee j  Dec.  17. — Theatres  here 
have  been  without  drinking  water  for 
several  days  as  the  result  of  the  con- 

tamination of  the  city's  water  supply. 
Some  theatres  brought  in  water 

from  other  sources,  and  all  posted 
signs  warning  patrons  that  the  water 
was  not  to  be  used  under  any  circum- 

stances. Health  authorities  ordered  all 
water  boiled  before  use. 

Hold  Mrs.  Simmons  Rites 

Lamar,  Mo.,  Dec.  17. — Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  here  today  for  Mrs.  A. 

J.  Simmons,  wife  of  the  owner  of  the 
Plaza  Theatre  at  Burlington,  Kan., 
who  died  on  Saturday. 

Bandit  Is  Captured 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  17.- — A  robber 

who  held  up  the  cashier  at  Schine's Geneva  Theatre  here  last  night  and 
escaped  with  $160,  was  captured  a 
short  time  later. 

Delay  English  KRS 

Meet  with  Theatres 

London,  Dec.  17. — The  Kinemato- 
graph  Renters  Society  (distributors) 
will  meet  with  the  Cinematograph 
Exhibitors  Association  after  Christ- 

mas to  attempt  an  adjustment  of  the 
problem  which  arose  over  the  K.R.S. 
attitude  on  theatres  closed  by  the 

war. Sam  Smith,  K.R.S.  head,  ex- 

pressed sympathy  for  the  exhibitors' position  and  promised  a  sincere  ap- 
proach to  the  problem.  He  hinted 

that  an  adjustment  of  question  of  a 
questionnaire  on  operations,  to  which 
the  exhibitors  particularly  objected, 
is  not  unlikely. 
The  distributors  will  meet  tomor- 

row at  the  War  Office  to  arrange  de- 
tails in  the  Army  Council's  plan  for the  use  of  portable  film  shows  for troops. 

Camden  Exhibitor's Suit  to  U.  S.  Court 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  17. — Breach  of 

contract  suit  by  the  Abe  Ellis,  local 
exhibitor  operating  the  Tower  in 
Camden,  N.  J.,  against  20th  Century- 
Fox  in  the  Philadelphia  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  has  been  transferred  to 
the  U.  S.  District  Court  on  the  dis- 

tributor's request. 
Ellis  filed  the  suit  several  months 

ago  charging  non-delivery  of  films  and 
asking  $67,500  damages.  Harry  A. 
Kalish  in  joining  Richardson  Dill- 
worth  as  attorney  for  Ellis,  today 
asked  the  court  for  an  early  hearing. 
The  case  has  been  put  on  the  trial  cal- endar for  Friday. 

New  Haven  Union  Is 

Headed  by  O'Connell New  Haven,  Dec.  17. — Local  74  of 
the  stage  employes  union  has  reelected 
John  S.  O'Connell  president,  and 
Daniel  Cummings  as  business  agent, 
for  the  third  consecutive  year.  The 
remainder  of  last  year's  slate  also 
was  reelected,  including  Charles  Mc- 
Bride,  vice-president,  Robert  C.  Wat- 

son, recording  secretary,  Charles 
Langley,  financial  secretary,  and  Ed- 

ward O'Connell,  Derby  business  agent. 
The  executive  board  includes  all  offi- 

cers and  trustees,  Harry  Feldman  and 
William  O'Connell. 

$8,000  to  RKO  Counsel 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 

terday awarded  an  allowance  of  $8,- 
000  to  Thomas  K.  Finletter  for  serv- 

ices rendered  in  RKO  reorganization 
proceedings.  Finletter  acted  as  spe- 

cial counsel  to  RKO  during  the  appli- 
cations for  final  allowances. 

Dismisses  Theatre  Suit 

Rochester,  Dec.  17. — Suit  filed  by 
Mrs.  Florence  L.  Purdy,  Ithaca, 
N..  Y.,  to  void  a  two-year-old  lease 
under  which  H.  G.  Carroll  Theatre, 
Inc.,  operates  the  Strand  Theatre,  was 
dismissed  by  Supreme  Court  Justice Benn  Kenyon. 

Open  New  Chicago  Office 

Chicago,  Dec.  17. — M-G-M  has 
opened  its  new  exchange  here.  J.  E. 
Flynn,  district  manager,  now  main- 

tains his  headquarters  here,  having 
moved  from  Detroit,  and  William  E. 
Banford  is  branch  manager. 

'Letter9  and 

Auer  $40,000 

Loop  Gross 

Chicago,  Dec.  17. — "The  Letter"  at the  Chicago,  with  Mischa  Auer  and 
Leni  Lynn  on  the  stage,  brought  $40,- 

000.  "Dulcy,"  with  "Scat"  Davis'  or-jj chestra  on  the  stage,  took  $17,500  at^ 
the  Oriental. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  13 : "Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 

APOLLO — (1,400)  (35c-55c-65c-75c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $6,500) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

CHICAGO— (4,000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. Stage:   Misca  Auer  &  Leni  Lynn.  Gross: 
$40,000.  (Average,  $32,000) 
"Mark  of  Zotto"  (ZOth-Fox) 
GARRICK— (1.000)    (35c-55c-75c)    7  days. Gross:  $3,500.     (Average,  $5,000) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

ORIENTAL— (3,200)     (25c-40c)     7  days. 
Stage:     "Scat"     Davis     Orchestra,  Anita Louise.  George  Givot.  Gross:  $17,500.  (Av- 

erage. $13,000) "Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Dreaming  Out  Loud"  (RKO) 
PALACE— (2.500)     (35c-40c-60c)     7  days. Gross:  $11,500.  (Average,  $13,000) 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
ROOSEVELT— (1,500)    (35c-55c-6Sc-75c)  7 days.  Gross:  $10,000.   (Average,  $11,000) "Kit  Carson"  (U.  A.) 

STATE- LAKE— (2,700)    (25c-40c)   7  days. 
Stage:   John  Boles.   Gross:  $16,000.  (Aver- 

age. $15,000) "Escape"  (M-G-M) 

UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,700)  (35c-55c-75c) 7  davs,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average, $14,000) 

Hearing  Jan.  7  on 

Chicago  Censor  Bill 
Chicago,  Dec.  17. — A  hearing  has 

been  set  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
Jan.  13  on  the  proposed  ordinance 
which  would  eliminate  censorship  of 
films  for  adults  but  provide  censor- 

ship of  films  for  children  by  a  new 
board  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 

Mrs.  Richard  M.  McClure,  president 
of  the  local  Better  Films  Council ; 
Mrs.  Charles  Merriam,  wife  of  a 
University  of  Chicago  professor,  the 
Rev.  George  Gibson,  and  others  ap- 

peared at  a  hearing  yesterday. 

Grants  Radio  Suit  Writ 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice  John 
F.  Carewe  has  granted  a  temporary 
injunction  against  Grombach  Produc- 

tions, Inc.,  in  favor  of  the  Chilean  Ni- 
trate Educational  Bureau,  Inc.,  unless 

the  defendant  agrees  to  a  trial  on  Jan. 
13  and  files  acceptance  by  Dec.  23.  The 
action  involves  a  radio  program, 
"Uncle  Natchel." 

Forego  Xmas  Gifts 
To  Aid  British  Fund 

Toronto,  Dec.  17. — Exchange 
officials  here  have  decided  to 
forego  the  purchase  of 
Christmas  gifts,  so  that  the 
money  thus  spent  may  be 
used  for  the  relief  of  bomb- 

ing victims  in  England. 
Abe  Rappaport,  owner  of 

the  Hollywood  Theatre, 
Campbellford,  Ont.,  raised 
$327  for  English  war  victims 
with  an  auction  at  the  thea- 

tre. Merchants  supplied  the 
items  and  Rappaport  bore 
the  cost  of  the  auction. 
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RKO  to  Make 

Only  40  Films 

Due  to  Decree 

Will  Increase  Selling  Cost 

Says  Schaefer 

By  SHERWIN  A.  KANE 

RKO  plans  to  produce  40  fea- 
tures for  the  1941-'42  season,  in- 

stead of  the  48  to  52  it  has  released 
in  recent  years, 

'  .jMNt*.         because  of  the 
.i  operation  of 

the  consent  de- 
cree, George 

J.  Schaefer, 
president,  said 
yesterday  dur- 

ing- an  inter- 
view following 

his  return 

from  a  month's visit  at  the 

company's Hollywood 
studio. 

George  Schaefer 

Schaefer  said  that  Hollywood 
will  have  to  share  the  cost  re- 

sponsibility of  the  new  system. 
Production  waste  must  be  elim- 

inated and  greater  dollar  value 
will  have  to  be  realized  in 
every  studio  expenditure. 
RKO,  he  said,  plans  to  offer 

its  first  block  of  five  features 
in  July,  and  a  second  block  in 
September.   The  company  will 
have  eight  features  completed, 
he  said,  in  time  for  the  start  of 
the  new  selling  system. 
Schaefer  attributed  the  reduction  to 

the  new   selling   system  which  will 
become  effective  next  Summer,  and 
which,  he  believes,'  will  force  the  sale of  pictures  on  their  individual  merits. 
The  elimination  of  the  less  important 
pictures    from    production  schedules 
will  be  necessary,  as  a  result,  he  said. 

{Continued  on  page  3) 

Radio  Poll  Tomorrow 

THE  results  of  Mo- 

tion Picture  Daily's 
poll  to  determine  the 
Radio  Champions  of 
1940,  conducted  among 
700  radio  editors  in  the 
United  States  and  Can- 

ada, will  be  published 
tomorrow. 

Shea  Circuit  Will 

Give  Week  Salary 

Cleveland,  Dec.  18.— The 
Shea  Circuit,  of  which  E.  C. 
Grainger  is  president,  is  giv- 

ing all  employes  one  week's salary  as  a  bonus,  in  keeping 
with  the  tradition  which  was 
started  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  late  M.  A.  Shea. 

O'Shea  and  Bowen 

Luncheon  Today 

More  than  500  industry  friends  and 
associates  will  honor  E.  K.  O'Shea, 
newly  appointed  Central  division  man- 

ager for  M-G-M,  and  Jack  Bowen, 
who  has  succeeded  O'Shea  as  Eastern 
district  manager,  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  today. 

At  the  request  of  O'Shea  and  Bow- en, the  proceeds  of  the  luncheon  will 
be  devoted  to  the  charity  fund  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates. 

Harry  Brandt,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  arranged  the  testimonial 

luncheon,  will  be  toastmaster.  On  the 
dais  will  be :  William  F.  Rodgers,  T. 
J.  Connors,  Howard  Dietz,  Ed  Saun- 

ders, Martin  Quigley,  Max  A.  Cohen, 
John  J.  O'Connor,  Charles  C.  Mos- kowitz,  Walter  Vincent,  Louis  Nizer, 
Leo  Brecher,  Sam  Rinzler,  Jack  Ali- 
coate,  James  J.  Walker  and  Fred 
Schwartz. 

Brecher,  on  behalf  of  the  industry, 
will  present  a  plaque  to  each  of  the 
honored  guests.  Rodgers,  Quigley  and 
Dietz  will  be  among  the  speakers.  Jo- 

(Continued  on  page  3) 

JAN.  1  MUSIC  FIGHT 

SHOWDOWN  SURE 

MPTOA  May  Hold 

Convention  Next 

Spring  on  Coast 

M.P.T.O.A.  is  considering  holding 
a  national  convention  in  Hollywood 
next  spring,  Ed  Kuykendall,  president, 
said  yesterday  following  his  arrival  in 
New  York. 
Members  of  the  board  of  the  organi- 

zation are  now  being  polled  by  mail 
on  the  proposal  and  favorable  early 
reactions  are  being  received,  Kuyken- dall said. 
The  M.P.T.O.A.  president  arrived 

by  plane  yesterday  from  Kansas  City where  he  addressed  the  convention  of 
Kansas-Missouri  Theatre  Owners  As- 

sociation on  the  day  before.  He 
came  here  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
industry's  committee  for  cooperation on  national  defense. 

Kuykendall  said  that  M.P.T.O.A. 
has  abandoned  all  thought  of  further 
legal  opposition  to  the  consent  de- 

cree, convinced  that  the  organization, 
as  such,  has  no  grounds  or  legal  stand- 

ing for  initiating  litigation  of  that 
kind.  However,  he  said  that  individ- 

ual members  may  bring  action  to  test 
the  legality  of  the  decree  when  the 
occasion  arises  later. 
He  plans  to  leave  this  morning  for 

his  Columbus,  Miss.,  home. 

Hays  Contract  Approval 

Expected  at  Next  Meeting 

Consideration  of  a  new  five-year 
contract  for  Will  H.  Hays  as  presi- 

dent of  M.P.P.D.A.  was  deferred  yes- 
terday at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  which 

is  expected  to  formally  approve  the 
contract  at  the  next  meeting.  Yester- 

day's session  was  adjourned  to  Dec. 
27,  by  which  time  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
20th  Century-Fox  president,  is  expect- 

ed to  be  back  from  the  Coast. 
The  meeting  discussed  the  British 

monetary  proposals,  which  have  not 
been  finally  approved  but  are  expected 
to  be  within  the  next  few  clays,  and 
the  general  foreign  situation.  Results 
of  the  recent  American  Red  Cross 
campaign  in  7,500  theatres  throughout 
the  country  were  reported  on,  and  it 
was  stated  that  an  additional  2.000 
theatres  will  participate  in  local  Red 
Cross  drives  later. 

Application  to  various  charities  of 
receipts  from  distribution  by  M-G-M 
of  "Land  of  Liberty,"  the  all-industry 
documentary  subject,  also  was  dis- 

cussed. Settlement  of  several  title  dis- 
putes among  member  companies  was made. 

Also  deferred  for  later  discussion 
was  the  subject  of  operations  of  the 
Production  Code  Administration.  Jo- 

seph I.  Breen,  administrator  of  the 
code,  who  arrived  from  Hollywood 
yesterday  morning,  did  not  attend  the meeting. 

Attending  the  meeting  were :  Hays, 
Barney  Balaban,  Jack  Cohn,  E.  B. 
Hatrick,  F.  L.  Herron,  Joseph  H. 
Hazen,  W.  C.  Michel,  Charles  D. 
Prutzman,  George  J.  Schaefer,  Nicho- 

las M.  Schenck  and  Maurice  Silver- 
stone. 

NAB  and  Ascap  Assert 
Possible  U.  S.  Decree 

Will  Not  Bring  Peace 

Possibility  of  a  settlement  of 

the  Ascap  fight  with  broadcast- 
ers went  glimmering  yesterday  as 

both  sides  expressed  the  convic- 
tion that  Ascap  music  would  go 

off  the  air  Jan.  1  despite  any  con- 
sent decree  or  other  settlement  of 

the  Government  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  society. 

Meanwhile  a  strong  "appease- 
ment" faction  within  Ascap  ap- 

peared to  be  gaining  strength, 
although  even  members  of  this 
faction  doubted  that  any  solu- 

tion could  be  reached  before 
the  year-end  deadline. 
In  a  sharply-worded  statement,  Ne- 

ville Miller,  president  of  the  National 

U.  S.  Sees  Decree 

By  Jan.  1  Remote 

Washington,  Dec.  18. — Gov- ernment sources  said  today 
the  possibility  of  a  consent 
decree  with  Ascap  before  Jan. 
1  is  remote.  Department  of 
Justice  attorneys  said  a  de- 

cree could  be  obtained  quick- 
ly only  if  Ascap  officials  came 

to  Washington  with  specific 
proposals  acceptable  to  the 
Government. 

Association  of  Broadcasters,  asserted 
that  although  Ascap  reforms  would  be 

welcomed  by  the  radio  industry,  "it  is natural  that  broadcasters  should  view 
with  suspicion  such  stories  of  11th- 

hour  reformation." 
Miller  declared  that  Ascap's  "pro- testations of  willingness  to  sign  a  con- 

sent decree"  were  probably  "an  at- 
tempt to  pursue  their  usual  tactics  of 

confusion  and  delay."  Miller  added 
that  "even  the  signing  of  a  consent 
decree  would  not  automatically  make 
Ascap  music  available  to  the  industry. {Continued  on  page  3) 

Reviewed  Today 

A  Hollywood  review  of 
"Flight  Command"  and  a  New 
York  review  of  "Love  Thv 
Neighbor"  appear  on  Page  7. 
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Personal  Mention Not  Afraid 

Des  Moines,  Dec.  18 

Ji  Rl -STATES  Theatres  an- ■*■  nouncement  that  all  per- 
sons attending  a  midnight 

horror  show  at  the  Para- 
mount would  receive  a  free 

ticket  brought  out  over  4,000 
persons  who  qualified  for  the 
free  tickets.  As  the  Para- 
mounfs  seating  capacity  is 
1,600,  the  Des  Moines  and 
Strand  Theatres  were  opened 
and  Riled  with  the  overflow. 

Associates  Nominate 

Three  for  President 

Joseph  J.  Lee  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
Nat  Beier  of  United  Artists  and  David 
Levy  of  Universal  yesterday  were 
nominated  for  the  presidency  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  to  succeed 
Jack  Ellis,  who,  after  serving  three 
terms,  refused  to  run  for  a  fourth. 

Others  named :  vice-president,  James 
Frank  and  Jack  Hattem;  second  vice- 
president,  Matty  Cahan ;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  Moe  Fraum ;  financial  secre- 

tary, Charles  Penser ;  sergeant-at-arms, 
Louis  Kutinsky ;  chaplain,  Charles 
Berliner ;  trustees,  two  to  be  elected, 
Seymour  Schussel,  Ben  Abner,  Adolph 
Haas,  Jeffrey  Levy  and  Al  Suchman. 

Elections  will  be  held  Jan.  15  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  A  board  of  directors 
will  be  appointed  by  the  vice-president. 

Masters  Back  After 

Parley  With  Kelly 
Haskell  Masters,  United  Artists  Ca- 

nadian sales  manager,  left  for  Toronto 
yesterday  after  a  brief  conference  with 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager.  Masters,  who 
has  been  offered  an  executive  sales 
post  at  the  home  office,  declined  to 
say  whether  or  not  he  had  accepted 
the  position.  Kelly  said  he  would  have 
no  statement  until  the  end  of  the  week. 

Chapman  Quits  Mono. 
Jules  K.  Chapman,  assistant  to  Har- 

ry H.  Thomas,  district  manager  of 
Monogram  Pictures,  leaves  the  com- 

pany tomorrow.  He  will  announce  his 
future  plans  later. 

EV.  RICHARDS  and  Robert  B. 
•  Wilby,  Paramount  theatre  part- 

ners in  the  South,  are  in  town. 
• 

Jack  McInerney,  head  of  the  Par- 
amount publicity  department,  and  Mrs. 

McInerney,  will  leave  tomorrow  to 
spend  two  weeks  in  Florida. 

• 

C.  A.  Bierbauer,  manager  of  Wil- 
mer  &  Vincent's  Colonial  and  State 
Theatres,  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  married 
last  week  to  Kathleen  Ethel  Mit- 
chell. 

• 

E.  C.  Grainger,  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Shea  Circuit,  left 

last  night  for  Boston,  en  route  to 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  on  real  estate 
business. 

* 

John  Milligan,  owner  of  the 
Broadway  Theatre,  Schuylerville, 
N.  Y,.  has  left  for  a  six-week  vacation 
in  Florida. 

Robert  Russell,  manager  of  the 
Loew-Poli,  New  Haven,  will  spend 
the  New  Year  holiday  in  Atlantic City. 

• 
Morton  J.  Sablosky,  son  of  Abe 

Sablosky,  Philadelphia  independent 
circuit  operator,  has  been  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

• 

David  Rubin,  manager  of  the  West- 
dale  Theatre,  Hamilton,  Ont.,  is  the 
second  manager  in  the  province  to  en- 

list in  the  Canadian  armed  forces.  He 
is  in  the  Navy. 

Loew  Booth  to  Army 

Howard  Dietz,  on  behalf  of  Loew's- 
M-G-M,  yesterday  presented  the  com- 

pany's Times  Square  information 
booth  to  the  Army  for  use  as  a  re- 

cruiting station.  Dietz  was  introduced 
by  Major  Ray  Perkins,  and  the  booth 
was  accepted  by  Col.  E.  P.  Pierson. 
Borough  President  Stanley  Isaacs, 
Col.  John  Reed  Kilpatrick  and  Fred 
Bright  of  the  Broadway  Association 
were  other  speakers. 

NORMAN  LEWIS,  Philadelphia theatre  owner,  will  announce  the 
engagement  of  his  daughter,  Ruth,  to 
Arthur  Silber,  at  the  Hotel  War- 

wick at  a  dinner  on  Sunday. 

Adolph  Johnson,  operator  of  the 
Strand,  Hamden,  Conn.,  plans  a 
Christmas  vacation  at  Miami  Beach. 

• 

Sam  Rinzler,  Louis  Nizer,  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  Howard  Dietz,  Os- 

car A.  Doob,  Toby  Gruen,  Tom  Con- 
nors, George  Skouras,  E.  K. 

O'Shea,  Ed  Saunders  and  Sidney 
Phillips  having  lunch  yesterday  at 
Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. 

• 
Al  Richard,  Arthur  Loew,  John 

Golden,  Robert  Milton,  Jack  God- 
dard,    William    Brandt    and  Lee 
Shubert  lunching  yesterday  at  Sardi's. 

• 
Louis  Bernstein,  Joseph  Mosko- 

witz,  Bernard  Brandt  and  Jack 
Goetz  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.)  yester- 

day for  lunch. 
• 

Maurice  Freeman,  Arche  Mayer, 
Al  Margolies  and  Seymour  Poe 
lunching  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Riv- 
oli)  yesterday. 

• 
Harry  Buckley,  James  Mulvey, 

Colvin  Brown,  Terry  Ramsaye, 
Walter  Reade,  Charles  Hirliman, 
Walter  Futter,  Fred  McConnell, 
George  Jeffrey,  Charles  Steele, 
Paul  Lazarus  and  Norman  Elson 
having  lunch  at  the  Tavern  yesterday. 

100  at  Testimonial 

To  Roy  in  Albany 
Albany,  Dec.  18. — Every  Albany 

theatre,  circuit  or  independent,  was 
represented  at  the  testimonal  luncheon 
here  today  to  Andrew  M.  Roy,  who 
has  been  transferred  by  Warners  from 
the  Strand  here  to  manage  the  Stan- 

ley, Utica. 
More  than  100  persons  were  pres- 

ent, with  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
civic  club  officials  joining  Warner  and 
other  theatre  and  film  men  in  the  trib- 

ute. M.  A.  Silver,  Warner  zone  man- 
ager, was  the  principal  speaker.  Lou 

Golding,  Fabian  district  manager,  also 

spoke. 
Travis  to  Succeed 

O.  H.  Briggs  at  Pathe 
E.  M.  Travis  will  succeed  O.  Henry 

Briggs  as  president  of  Pathe  Labora- 
tories, Inc.  Briggs  has  resigned  to 

enter  independent  production  and  ex- 
pects to  announce  his  plans  in  the  near 

future.  Travis  has  been  Hollywood 
manager  for  the  company. 

Briggs  was  sales  manager  for  Du- 
Pont  Film  Manufacturing  Co.  from 
1924  to  1936,  when  he  became  presi- 

dent of  Pathe  Film  Corp.  He  became 
president  of  Pathe  Laboratories  two 
years  ago. 

Mrs.  Martha  Branon  Dies 

Thomas  Branon,  president  of  Affili- 
ated Producers,  independent  exchange 

in  Atlanta,  who  has  been  visiting  here, 
left  yesterday  for  Charlotte,  N.  C,  to 
attend  the  funeral  tomorrow  of  his 
mother,  Martha  E.  Branon.  Another 
son,  Rovy  Branon,  is  with  RKO  in Charlotte. 

Managers  of  Shea 

Circuit  Are  Shifted 

A  number  of  management  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  Shea  Circuit 
by  E.  C.  Grainger,  president  and  gen- 

eral manager.  They  include  the  fol- lowing : 

Vincent  Choate,  manager  of  the 
Orpheum,  McKees  Rocks,  Pa.,  has 
been  shifted  to  Bradford,  Pa.,  as  man- 

ager of  the  Shea  and  Grand;  Dale 
Tysinger,  former  assistant  at  the  two 
Bradford  houses,  will  replace  Choate 
in  McKees  Rocks ;  Sanf  ord  Rowlands, 
former  assistant  manager  at  the  Wel- 
ler,  Zanesville,  O.,  has  been  shifted  to 
Bradford  as  assistant  at  the  Shea  and 

Grand;  James  Salmans,  former  assist- ant at  the  State  and  Ohio,  Cambridge, 
O.,  has  gone  to  Zanesville  as  assistant 
to  John  Woodward,  manager  of  the 
Weller ;  Gene  Neavitt,  former  assist- ant at  the  Fulton,  Pittsburgh,  has 
gone  to  Cambridge  as  assistant  at  the 
State  and  Ohio ;  Raymond  Trubey  has 
been  transferred  from  the  Bexley,  Do- 

ver, O.,  to  assistant  to  John  Walsh, 
manager  of  the  Fulton,  Pittsburgh. 

Washington  and  Salt 
Lake  Win  Kent  Drive 

The  Washington  branch  of  20th 
Century-Fox  finished  first  in  the  Na- tional Division  of  the  S.  R.  Kent 
Drive  and  Salt  Lake  City  placed  first 
in  the  International  Division,  it  was 
disclosed  yesterday.  Sam  Wheeler  is 
Washington  manager  and  Charles  L. 
Walker  manager  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

William  J.  Kupper's  Western  divi- sion was  first  in  the  divisional  race, 
for  the  second  consecutive  year,  and 
the  Atlantic  District,  headed  by  Edgar 
Moss,  Philadelphia,  won  the  district 
competition.  The  St.  John,  N.  B., 
branch,  headed  by  R.  G.  March,  was 
the  Canadian  winner. 

This  was  the  eighth  annual  Kent 
Drive  of  the  company.  M.  A.  Levy, 
Minneapolis  district  manager,  was 
leader  of  the  drive. 

Plan  Dinner  for  Bishop 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  18. — A  testimonial dinner  will  be  held  early  in  January 

for  Burtus  Bishop,  Jr.,  M-G-M  ex- 
change manager  who  will  become  a 

district  manager  with  headquarters  in 
Kansas  City.  The  dinner  will  also 
welcome  Byron  Stoner,  Cleveland 
salesman,  who  will  succeed  Bishop 
here. 
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RKO  to  Make 

Only  40  Films 

Due  to  Decree 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Discussing  other  probable  effects  of 
the  decree,  the  RKO  president  said  it 
would  unquestionably  increase  distrib- 

utors' selling  costs,  would  make  the 
employment  of  additional  salesmen 
necessary  and  would  increase  the  cost 
of  production  financing. 

Schaefer  said  he  did  not  believe  re- 
duced production  schedules,  even  by 

all  of  the  five  companies  which  are 
parties  to  the  consent  decree,  would 
result  in  a  product  shortage,  since  he 
believes  better  pictures  will  be  offered 
in  greater  numbers  and  will  merit 
longer  playing  time  individually.  He 
foresees  no  radical  changes  resulting 
from  the  new  sales  method  on  admis- 

sion scales,  on  national  release  dates 
or  on  the  practice  of  double  featuring. 
Of  the  latter,  he  said  it  will  continue 
wherever  the  public  demands  it,  re- 

gardless of  sales  methods  in  the  indus- 
try, and  said  he  was  convinced  that 

many  theatres  could  not  remain  in 
business  on  a  single  feature  policy. 

Sees  Small  Meetings 

The  RKO  executive  said  that  he 
believed  "smaller"  annual  sales  meet- 

ings were  in  order  as  a  result  of  the 
decree  and  that,  if  the  decree  sales 
system  remains  in  force,  eventually 
there  will  be  no  need  for  such  sales 
meetings  whatever. 

Schaefer  believes  that  the  company's 
sales  force,  which  will  be  "feeling  its 
way"  into  a  new  selling  method  at  the 
outset,  will  require  more  time  to  nego- 

tiate and  close  deals  in  the  beginning 
of  the  season  than  it  will  later  on. 
For  that  reason  he  believes  that  offer- 

ings of  blocks  will  be  spaced  nearer 
together  as  the  season  progresses. 

Schaefer  said  he  sees  no  plan  de- 
veloping among  the  consenting  com- 

panies for  the  simultaneous  offering 
of  their  picture  blocks,  and  believes 
that  if  this  occurs  it  will  be  purely 
coincidental. 

"Each  company  will  try  to  sell  its 
product  as  rapidly  as  blocks  are  avail- 

able," he  said. 

Against  'Switches' 
He  believes,  however,  that  commun- 

ity or  cooperative  screening  places  will 
come  into  being  in  the  exchange  cen- 

ters to  be  used  by  all  five  companies 
for  their  trade  showings. 

Schaefer  said  that  he  does  not  favor 

substitutions  of  pictures,  or  "switches,' from  one  block  to  another  at  various 
offerings.  When  it  is  possible  and 
practicable  to  do  so,  he  said,  more 
than  one  block  will  be  offered  at  a 
time,  but  he  believes  RKO  will  offer 
only  a  block  at  a  time  to  first  runs 
at  the  start. 
He  foresees  the  disappearance  of 

price  allocations  to  pictures  making  up 
the  entire  studio  schedule,  as  a  result 
of  each  picture  being  sold  on  its  own 
merit.  As  a  result,  he  said,  the  high 
budgeted  production  which  turns  out 
to  be  a  mediocre  picture  will  find  a 
lower  price  level  than  that  now  allo- 

cated to  such  productions,  and  the  so- 
called  "sleeper"  will  find  a  higher  price level  than  that  now  allocated  to  it  in 
advance. 

O'Shea  and  Bowen 

Luncheon  Today 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

seph  J.  Lee  and  Moe  Sanders  are  in charge  of  seating. 

Among  those  present  at  the  lunch- eon will  be : 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  J.  J.  Unger,  Milton 

Kusell,  Leon  Netter,  Harry  Hecht, 
William  Brandt,  Max  A.  Cohen,  J.  J. 
Thompson,  Laurence  Bolognino,  Si 
Fabian,  Sam  Strausberg,  Joseph  Vo- 
gel,  Walter  Reade,  Joseph  Seider, 
Arthur  Rapf,  Michael  Ruden,  Edward 
Rugoff,  George  Skouras,  Herman 
Becker,  Donald  Jaycocks,  Colvin 
Brown,  Terry  Ramsaye,  Edward  C. 
Raftery,  George  Dembow,  Louis 
Frisch,  Dave  Levy,  Marvin  Schenck, 
Sam  Shain,  Oscar  Doob,  Si  Seadler, 
William  Sussman  and  Harry  Bux- 
baum. 

Schaefer  Asks  End 

Of  20-Cent  Tax  Base 
Elimination  of  the  present 

20-cent  tax  minimum  on  ad- 
missions was  advocated  yes- 

terday by  George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  president,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  threatened  reduction 
of  admission  scales  by  ad- 

vance run  theatres  which 
"would  be  harmful  to  the  en- 

tire industry  in  the  face  of 
its  existing  foreign  market 

losses." 
Schaefer  said  he  sees  the 

need  for  a  tax  "down  to  the 

first  dime." 

Ask  Postponment  of 

Cuban  Booking  Law 

A  proposal  to  postpone  the  effective 
date  of  Cuba's  anti-block  booking  law 
for  three  months  from  Jan.  1  has  been 
made  at  Havana  to  provide  additional 
time  to  work  out  a  compromise  meas- 

ure acceptable  to  American  distribu- 
tors and  Cuban  exhibitors,  home  office 

foreign  departments  were  advised  yes- 
terday. 

It  was  not  stated  whether  the  pro- 
posal had  been  accepted  by  the  Cuban 

Government.  All  theatres  on  the 
island,  whose  current  contracts  with 
American  distributors  expire  Dec.  31, 
are  threatened  with  closings  for  lack 
of  product  if  a  modification  of  the 
law  or  a  postponement  of  the  effective 
date  does  not  occur  within  the  next few  days. 

One  proposal  for  compromise  legis- 
lation calls  for  sales  of  pictures  by 

title  for  six  instead  of  12-month  peri- 
ods in  advance. 

W.  B.  Buy  'Dive  Bomber' Hollywood,  Dec.  18.  —  Warners 
have  purchased  "Dive  Bomber,"  orig- 

inal story  by  Commander  Frank Wead. 

The  RKO  president  plans  to  return 
to  Hollywood  next  month  for  a 
lengthy  stay  to  aid  in  the  preparations 
there  for  the  new  production  and  sell- 

ing order.  He  declined  to  comment 
on  reports  that  executive  changes  at 
the  studio  were  in  prospect  but  said 
he  planned  to  add  new  producers  to 
the  company's  lists  and  to  eliminate some  of  the  independent  producers 
now  associated  with  the  company.  The 
latter  eliminations  will  be  made  in 
connection  with  the  plan  to  dispense 
with  "small  and  unimportant  pictures." 
The  company  will  have  five  or  six 
independent  producers,  among  them 
Herbert  Wilcox,  he  said. 

Schaefer  estimated  that  RKO  will 
deliver  42  to  45  of  the  45  to  48  pic- 

tures sold  on  the  current  season's  pro- 

gram. 

Academy  Sets  New 

Writer,  Art  Awards 
Hollywood,  Dec.  18.  —  Two  new 

awards  were  established  today  by  the 
Awards  Committee  of  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 
at  its  first  meeting.  One  will  be  a 
third  award  for  writing,  to  be  given 
for  the  best  original  screenplay,  the 
writer  or  writers  of  which  are  also 
authors  of  the  original  story.  The 
other  will  be  for  art  direction  of 
color  films. 

Feeling  that  the  new  writer  award 
would  encourage  originality,  the  com- 

mittee included  it  with  other  awards 
for  the  best  original  film  story  and 
for  the  best  screenplay  adapted  from a  book  or  stage  play. 

The  new  art  award  will  be  in  ad- 
dition to  the  one  for  art  direction 

of  black  and  white  films. 
A  subcommittee  including  Jack  L. 

Warner,  Edward  Arnold  and  Charles 
Brackett  was  named  to  make  recom- 

mendations for  special  awards.  Mer- 
vyn  LeRoy  was  designated  to  confer 
with  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  board 
on  the  advisability  of  restoring  the 
assistant  director  award  given  from 
1933  through  1937. 
The  Academy  Board  of  Governors 

was  given  the  responsibility  of  select 
ing  the  winner  of  the  Irving  G.  Thai 
berg  Memorial  Award  for  production. 
The  rules  committee  decided  that  vir- 

tually the  same  rules  of  last  year  will 
prevail  in  the  selection  of  nominations. 

Form  Basketball  League 
Scranton,  Pa.,  Dec.  18.— The  Com 

erford  Theatres  Basketball  League  has 
been  reorganized  with  six  teams  plan 
ning   to   compete   this  season. 

A  Generous  Gesture 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  18. 
WHEN  Samuel  Charles,  colored  service  man  at  the  Clark  Building, 

mentioned  to  Harry  Kalmine  and  C.  J.  Latta,  Warner  Theatres 
executives,  that  the  new  church  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  pastor 
needed  refurnishing  and  repainting,  things  began  to  happen.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  two,  ■  the  church  was  painted  and  furnished,  a  car 
was  obtained  for  the  pastor  and  Variety  Club  members  offered  an 
organ  which  had  to  be  refused  because  it  was  too  large. 
The  Rev.  Charles  of  the  Trimble  Chapel  AME  Zion  Church  ex- 

pressed the  deep  gratitude  of  himself  and  his  flock  for  the  generous 
assistance. 

Music  Fight 

Heading  for 

Jan.  1  Climax 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Such  availability  would  depend  upon 
the  acceptance  by  Ascap  of  an  honest 
and  reasonable  contract,  and  this 
would,  of  course,  be  a  matter  requir- 

ing extensive  and  perhaps  prolonged 

negotiation." 
Commenting  upon  the  possible  set- 

tlement of  the  Government  suit,  Gene 
Buck,  Ascap  president,  said  "a  consent decree  would  be  a  settlement  under  the 
litigation  between  Ascap  and  the 
United  States  Government,  and  is  not 
a  settlement  of  the  controversy  be- 

tween the  radio  broadcasting  networks 

and  the  Society." Buck  said  that  a  series  of  confer- 
ences were  under  way  between  Ascap 

and  Government  attorneys  on  a  pos- 
sible consent  decree  but  added  that  "it 

is  idle  to  speculate  or  surmise  what 
might  be  the  terms  of  a  consent  decree 
or  the  judgment  of  a  court  until  either 
one  or  the  other  has  been  effected." 
He  pointed  out  that  any  negotiations would  first  have  to  be  approved  by  the 
Ascap  board,  and  then  by  the  court, before  it  could  have  any  effect. 

Views  Differ 

The  so-called  "appeasement"  faction within  Ascap  seeks  a  quick  settlement 
with  the  radio  industry  although  it  is frankly  admitted  that  both  sides  have 
gone  so  far  that  a  settlement  before 
Jan.  1  is  virtually  impossible. 

This  group  bases  its  arguments  on two  main  points.  First,  there  is  the 
possibility  of  a  criminal  indictment 
against  members  of  the  Ascap  board 
on  the  same  anti-trust  charges  which 
are  set  forth  in  the  civil  suit.  Sec- 

ondly, there  is  the  fact  that  radio  is 
Ascap's  biggest  customer  and  that sound  business  practice  requires  ad- 

justment of  any  differences. 
While  the  group  is  decidedly  in  the 

minority,  it  appears  to  be  growing 
steadily.  There  is  a  similar  group 
among  the  broadcasters  which  seeks  a 
settlement  without  the  disruption  of dio  service. 

Operator  Union  Elects 
Hazelton,  Pa.,  Dec.  18.— New  offi- 

cers of  Local  152  of  the  operators 
union  here  are:  Vincent  McKelvey, 
president;  John  Gallagher,  vice-presi- 

dent; William  Boyle,  business  agent; 
Anthony  DeCosmo,  secretary-treas- 

urer ;  Henry  Krissinger,  recording  sec- 
retary; Alex  Smutzer,  sergeant-at- arms.  Installation  will  be  held  Jan.  5. 

Frawley  Active  on  Coast 
The  death  of  William  Franey,  58, 

screen  veteran,  last  week  in  Holly- 
wood, was  erroneously  reported  in 

Motion  Picture  Daily  as  William 
Frawley,  due  to  an  error  in  telegraphic 
transmission.  Frawley  is  actively  en- 

gaged in  film  work  in  Hollywood. 

Buffalo  Competition 

Buffalo,  Dec.  18. — New  competi- 
tion for  local  theatres  has  developed, 

with  the  opening  of  the  new  Civic 
Auditorium,  which  can  be  used  for  any 
type  of  indoor  sporting  event  or  ex- hibition. 



Roc/cne's  'Gipper  in  an 
even  greater  portrayal 



RAYMOND  RONALD       ^  ALAN 

MASSE Y  REAGAN  HALE 

as  John  Brown  as  Captain  Custer  as  Private  Bell 
WILLIAM  LUNDIGAN  •  VAN  HEFLIN  •  GENE  REYNOLDS  •  HENRY  O'NEILL  •  GUINN  "BIG  BOY'  WILLIAMS 

Directed  by  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 
Original  Screen  Plav  bv  Robert  Buckner  *  Music  by  Max  Sleiner  •  A  Warner  Bros. -First  National  Picture 



a* 

< 

13 

3 

CO 

CD  © 

CD  K< 

^  CD 

a  «© 

S5  «d 

3  a CD  *53 CD  © ■a 

CD  «S 

co  "♦«* 

a*-§ 

CD 

.a  - 

CD  <J 

^  a 

CD  g 
■§  S 
CO  v. 
CD  Q 

»3  Q CD 

^  .. 

i.s 

©  CD 

Qq  © 

co  cp 
CD  CD 

W
A
R
N
E
R
S
 

Th
e 
 

Le
tt
er
 

(D
) 
 

55
2 

.  
Be
tt
e 
 

Da
vi
s 

He
rb
er
t 
 Ma
rs
ha
ll
 

Lady  
With 

Red  
Hair  

(D) 
Mi
ri
am
  
Ho
pk
in
s 

Ri
ch
ar
d 
 

Ai
nl
ey
 

Sh
e 
 

Co
ul
dn
't
  

Sa
y 

No
  (C

) 
 

57
1 

Ro
ge
r 
 Pr
yo
r 

Ev
e 
 
Ar
de
n 

He
re
  

Co
me
s 
 

th
e 

Na
vy
  (D

) 
 52
5 

Ja
me
s 
 C
ag
ne
y 

Pa
t 
 

O'
Br
ie
n 

Sa
nt
a 
 

Fe
  

Tr
ai
l 

(D
) 
 

55
1 

Er
ro
l 
 Fl

yn
n 

0.
  
De
  

Ha
vi
ll
an
d 

Fo
ur
  

Mo
th
er
s 

(D
) 
 

50
3 

La
ne
  

Si
st
er
s 

Je
ff
re
y 
 

Ly
nn
 

Case  

of  
the 

Black  
Parrot 

(D)  
572 

Wm
. 
 

Lu
nd
ig
an
 

Honeymoon  

for 

Three  

(C) 

Ge
or
ge
  Br
en
t 

An
n 
 

Sh
er
id
an
 

Hi
gh
  

Si
er
ra
  

(D
) 

H.
  

Bo
ga
rt
 

Id
a 
 

Lu
pi
no
 

U
N
I
V
E
R
S
A
L
 

Me
et
  th
e Wi

ld
ca
t 
 

(D
) 

50
23
 

Ra
lp
h 
 
Ba
ll
am
y 

The  
Bank  

Dick 

(C) 

W.  
C.  

Fields 

Una  

Merkel 

Margie  
(C) 

5026 

Tom  
Brown 

Nan  
Grey 

Trail  
of  the 

Vigilantes  

(D) 

Franc 

hot  

Tone 

B.  

Crawford 

Gi
ve
  U
s 
 

Wi
ng
s (D
) 
 50

25
 

Dead  

End  

Kids 

Invisible 

Woman  

(C) 

/.
  

Ba
rr
ym
or
e 

Vi
rg
in
ia
  

Br
uc
e 

Wh
er
e 
 

Di
d 
 Y
ou
 

Ge
t 
 
Th
at
  Gi
rl
 

(D
) 

Lu
ck
y 
 De
vi
ls
 

(D
) 
 50
23
 

Sa
n 
 

Fr
an
ci
sc
o 

Do
ck
s 
 

(D
) 

Bu
rg
es
s 
 

Me
re
di
th
 

Ir
en
e 
 
He
rv
ey
 

Si
x 
 

Le
ss
on
s 

fr
om
  

Ma
da
me
 

La
Zo
ng
a 
 

(M
) 

Lu
pe
  V

el
ez
 

Ba
ck
  
St
re
et
 

(D
) 

Ch
ar
le
s 
 

Bo
ye
r 

M.
  

Su
ll
av
an
 

A—  lJ-l 

in  > 

< 

ID 

Lo
ng
  

Vo
ya
ge
 

Ho
me
  

(D
) 
Jo
hn
  

Wa
yn
e Th

om
as
  Mi
tc
he
ll
 

Bl
ac
ko
ut
  

(D
) 

Conrad  
Veidt 

Valorie  
Hobson 

Th
ie
f 
 

of
  

Ba
gd
ad
 

(D
) 

Sa
bu
 

Ju
ne
  

Du
pr
ez
 

So
n 
 of
  

Mo
nt
e 

Cr
is
to
  

(D
) 

Jo
an
  

Be
nn
et
t 

Lo
ui
s 
 

Ha
yw
oo
d 

2
0
T
H
-
F
O
X
 

Yo
ut
h 
 Wi
ll
  

Be
 

Se
rv
ed
  (D
) 
 11
9 

Ja
ne
  

Wi
th
er
s 

Ja
ne
  

Da
rw
el
l 

Ti
n 
 P
an
  

Al
le
y 

(M
) 
 

12
0 

Al
ic
e 
 Fa
ye
 

Be
tt
y 
 Gr

ab
le
 

Ch
ar
te
r 
 

Pi
lo
t 

(D
) 
 

11
8 

Ll
oy
d 
 No
la
n 

Ly
nn
  Ba
ri
 

Mu
rd
er
  

Ov
er
 

Ne
w 
 Yo

rk
 

(D
) 
 

12
1 

Si
dn
ey
  To
le
r 

Ri
ca
rd
o 
 

Co
rt
ez
 

Jennie  
(D)  

122 

V.
  

Gi
lm
or
e 

Wi
ll
ia
m 
 He
nr
y 

Ch
ad
  

Ha
nn
a 

(D
) 
 

12
3 

He
nr
y 
 Fo
nd
a 

Do
ro
th
y 
 La
mo
ur
 

Hu
ds
on
's
  

Ba
y 

(D
) 
 11
5 

Pa
ul
  M
un
i 

Vi
rg
in
ia
  

Fi
el
d 

Mi
ch
ae
l 
 

Sh
an
e,
 

Pr
iv
at
e 

De
te
ct
iv
e 
 

(D
) 

Ll
oy
d 
 No
la
n 

Ro
ma
nc
e 
 

of
  t

he
 

Ri
o 
 

Gr
an
de
  

(O
) 

12
5 

Ce
sa
r 
 
Ro
me
ro
 

Ta
ll
, 
 D
ar
k 
 

an
d 

Ha
nd
so
me
  

(C
) 

12
8 

Ce
sa
r 
 
Ro
me
ro
 

Gi
rl
  in
  

th
e 
 
Ne
ws
 

(D
) 
 

12
7 

Va
le
ri
e 
 H
ob
so
n 

B.
  
K.
  

Ba
rn
es
 

R
K
O
 
 

R
A
D
I
O
 

Yo
u'
ll
  Fi

nd
  Ou
t 
(M
) 
 

10
8 

Ka
y 
 K
ys
er
 

Gi
nn
y 
 Si
mm
s 

Re
me
dy
  

fo
r 

Ri
ch
es
  

(D
) 

11
3 

Jean  

Hersholt 

Dorothy  
Lovett 

The  
Fargo  

Kid 

(O)  
182 

Ti
m 
 Ho
lt
 

No,  

No,  

Nanette 

(M)  

114) 

Anna  

N 
eagle 

Zasu  
Pitts 

Ki
tt
y 
 F

oy
le
  

(D
) 

11
2 

Gi
ng
er
  R
og
er
s 

De
nn
is
  M

or
ga
n 

Co
nv
oy
  

(D
) 

16
1 

Cl
iv
e 
 Br

oo
k 

Jo
hn
  

Cl
em
en
ts
 

Li
tt
le
  M
en
  (D
) 

11
0 

Ka
y 
 

Fr
an
ci
s 

Ja
ck
  
Oa
ki
e 

Le
t'
s 
 Ma
ke
 

Mu
si
c 
 (D
) 
 

11
5 

Bo
b 
 

Cr
os
by
 

Je
an
  

Ro
ge
rs
 

Sa
in
t 
 

in
  

Pa
lm
 

Sp
ri
ng
s 
 

(D
) 
 

11
6 

Ge
or
ge
  S

an
de
rs
 

We
nd
y 
 Ba
rr
ie
 

Mr
. 
 a
nd
  M

rs
. 

Sm
it
h 
 

(C
) 
 11
7 

Ca
ro
le
  

Lo
mb
ar
d 

R.
  

Mo
nt
go
me
ry
 

Al
on
g 
 

th
e 
 Ri
o 

Gr
an
de
  

(O
) 

18
3 

Ti
m 
 Ho

lt
 

Ra
v 
 

Wh
it
le
y 

R
E
P
U
B
L
I
C
 Te

xa
s 
 T

er
ro
rs
 

(O)  
073 

Don  
"Red"  

Barry 
Julie  

Duncan 

Me
et
  th
e 
 

Mi
ss
us
 (C)  

018 

Higgins  
Family 

Bo
rd
er
  Le
gi
on
 

(O
) 
 05
3 

Ro
y 
 

Ro
ge
rs
 

Ga
bb
y 
 Ha
ye
s 

Barnyard  
Follies 

(C)  
008 

Mary  
Lee 

Rufe  
Davis 

Be
hi
nd
  

th
e 

Ne
ws
  (D
) 
 00
9 

Ll
oy
d 
 No
la
n 

D.
  

Da
ve
np
or
t 

Lo
ne
  St
ar
 

Ra
id
er
s 
 

(O
) 

06
4 

3 
 

Me
sq
ui
tt
er
s 

Bo
we
ry
  

Bo
y 

(D
) 

De
nn
is
  
O'
Ke
ef
e 

L.
  

Ca
mp
be
ll
 

Wy
om
in
g Wi
ld
ca
t 
 

(O
) 

07
4 

Do
n 
 

"R
ed
" 
 Ba
rr
y 

Ro
bi
n 
 H
oo
d 
 

of
 

th
e 
 

Pe
co
s 
 

(O
) 

05
4 

Ro
y 
 

Ro
ge
rs
 

Ri
di
ng
  

On
  A Ra
in
bo
w 
 

(O
) 

Ge
ne
  
Au
tr
y 

Sm
il
ey
  

Bu
rn
et
te
 

Ar
ka
ns
as
  

Ju
dg
e 

(C
) 

We
av
er
  

Br
os
. 

El
vi
ry
 

Pe
tt
ic
oa
t 

Po
li
ti
cs
  

(C
) 

Hi
gg
in
s 
 

Fa
mi
ly
 

PA
RA
. 

Night  

at  
Earl 

CarroU's  

(C) 

Ke
n 
 

Mu
rr
ay
 

Li
ll
ia
n 
 Co

rn
el
l 

Te
xa
s 
 
Ra
ng
er
s 

Ri
de
  

Ag
ai
n 
 

(O
) 

Jo
hn
  

Ho
wa
rd
 

El
le
n 
 Dr
ew
 

No
rt
h 
 We
st
 

Mo
un
te
d 
 

Po
li
ce
 

(D
) 
 39
46
 

Lo
ve
  Th
y 

Ne
ig
hb
or
  

(C
) 

Se
co
nd
  C
ho
ru
s 

(C
) 

Fr
ed
  

As
ta
ir
e 

Pa
ul
et
te
  G
od
da
rd
 

Do
om
ed
 

Ca
ra
va
n 
 

(O
) 

Bi
ll
  
Bo
yd
 

Ru
ss
el
l 
 H
ay
de
n 

Vi
ct
or
y 
 

(D
) 

Fr
ed
ri
c 
 

Ma
rc
h 

Be
tt
y 
 

Fi
el
d 

Al
dr
ic
h 
 Fa
mi
ly
 

in
  

Li
fe
  w
it
h 

He
nr
y 
 

(C
) Ja

ck
ie
  C

oo
pe
r 

Yo
u'
re
  

th
e 
 On
e 

(M
) 

Bo
nn
ie
  Ba
ke
r 

Or
ri
n 
 T
uc
ke
r 

M
O
N
O
G
R
A
M
 

Phantom  of 
Chinatown  
(D) 

Keye  

Luke 

West  
of  

Pinto Basin  
(O) 

Ray  

Corrigan 

Terhune  

&  
King 

Chamber  

of 

Horrors  
(D) 

Leslie  

Banks 

Pri
de 

 
of 

 the
 

Bow
ery

  (D)
 

Bo
bb
y 
 J
or
da
n 

Le
o 
 

Go
rc
ey
 

He
r 
 Fi

rs
t 

Ro
ma
nc
e 
 

(D
) 

Ed
it
h 
 
Fe
ll
ow
s 

E.
  

Ev
an
s 

Ro
ll
in
g 
 Ho
me
  

to
 

Te
xa
s 
 

(O
) 

Te
x 
 
Ri
tt
er
 

Yo
u'
re
  

Ou
t 
 

of
 

Lu
ck
  (D
) 

Tr
ai
l 
 

of
  
th
e 

Si
lv
er
  S

pu
rs
  (O
) 

M-
G-
M 

Lit
tle

  Nel
lie

 

Kel
ly 

 
(M)

 
112

 

Judy  

Garland 

George  
Murphy Dr.  

Kildare's 

Crisis  
(D)  

115 

Le
w 
 
Ay
re
s 

L.
  

Ba
rr
ym
or
e 

Go  
West  

(M) 

114 

Marx  

Brothers 

Diana  

Lewis 

Comrade  
X 

(C)  
113 

Clark  
Gable 

Hedy  
Lamarr Ke

ep
in
g 

Co
mp
an
y 
 

(D
) 

11
6 

Jo
hn
  

Sh
el
to
n 

Fl
ig
ht
  

Co
mm
an
d 

(D
) 
 

11
7 

Ro
be
rt
  Ta

yl
or
 

Ru
th
  

Hu
ss
ey
 

Ma
is
ie
  Wa
s 
 

a 
La
dy
  

(C
) An
n 
 

So
th
er
n 

Le
w 
 A
yr
es
 

Ph
il
ad
el
ph
ia
 

St
or
y 
 

(C
) 
 11
9 

Gr
an
t-
He
pb
ur
n 

Ja
me
s 
 
St
ew
ar
t 

Wi
ld
  M

an
  

of
 

Bo
rn
eo
  

(C
) 

Fr
an
k 
 
Mo
rg
an
 

Ma
ry
  

Ho
wa
rd
 

Co
me
  Li
ve
 

Wi
th
  Me
  (

C)
 

Ja
me
s 
 
St
ew
ar
t 

He
dy
  

La
ma
rr
 

C
O
L
U
M
B
I
A
 

Escape  

to  
Glory 

(D) 

Lone  
Wolf Keeps  
a  

Date 

(D) 

El
le
ry
  Q

ue
en
, 

Ma
st
er
 De

te
ct
iv
e 
 

(D
) 

Ra
lp
h 
 Be
ll
am
y 

Th
un
de
ri
ng
 

Fr
on
ti
er
  

(O
) 

Chas.  

Starrett 

Iris  
Meredith 

Great  Plane 

Robbery  
(D) Jack  

Holt 

Vicki  

Lester 

Ph
an
to
m 

Su
bm
ar
in
e 
 

(D
) 

An
it
a 
 Lo

ui
se
 

Br
uc
e 
 

Be
nn
et
t 

Arizona  

(O) 

.  
Jean  

Arthur 

William  
Holden 

Th
is
  
Th
in
g 

Ca
ll
ed
  L
ov
e 
 

(C
) 

Wi
ld
ca
t 
 

of
 

Tu
cs
on
  

(O
) 

Pi
nt
o 
 Ki
d 
 (O
) 

Ch
as
. 
 
St
ar
re
tt
 

Lo
ui
se
  Cu

rr
ie
 

Fa
ce
  

Be
hi
nd
 

th
e 
 

Ma
sk
  (D
) 

Pe
te
r 
 Lo
rr
e 

Ev
el
yn
  Ke
ye
s 

Legacy  

(D) 

Wa
rn
er
  Ba
xt
er
 

In
gr
id
  

Be
rg
ma
n 

Fa
y 
 W
ra
y 

1  * 

z  
" 

i 

1 
N 

CJ 

Q 

!3
 

Q  *
 

• 

§  ̂ 

>-> 

c  © 

a  in 

>-» 

id 
S3 



Thursday,  December  19,  1940 Motion  Picture  Daily 7 

Feature  Reviews 

"Flight  Command" 
(M-G-M)  Hollywood,  Dec.  18. 
WHAT  with  newspaper,  magazine  and  radio  filled  with  discussion 

of  the  nation's  aviation  defense,  this  presentation  of  the  Navy's 
flight  forces  is  geared  to  what  would  appear  a  sure-fire  exploitation  cam- 

paign. Showmen  who  promise  their  customers  an  intimate  view  of  the 

Navy's  planes  in  action,  under  good  conditions  and  bad,  with  an  ex- 
tensive treatment  of  the  training  of  personnel  in  both  duty  and  ethics, 

will  find  themselves  supported  in  their  promises  by  the  production. 

It  is  the  story  of  the  Navy's  air  force  that  dominates  the  picture. 
Against  this  background,  and  devised  in  such  fashion  as  to  show  the 
ability,  resourcefulness  and  spirit  of  the  troops,  is  a  story  about  a  flight 

commander,  his  wife,  her  brother  and  her  brother's  friend,  a  recruit, 
a  tale  which  departs  somewhat  from  formula  but  is  secondary  in  enter- 

tainment importance  to  the  background  material  in  which  public  interest 
is  at  high  pitch. 

Robert  Taylor,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Ruth  Hussey,  Paul  Kelly,  Shepperd 
Strudwick,  Red  Skelton,  Nat  Pendleton,  William  Tannen  and  William 
Stelling  head  the  cast. 

Frank  Borzage  directed,  J.  Walter  Ruben  producing,  from  a  screen- 
play by  Wells  Root  and  Commander  Harvey  Haislip  based  on  a  story 

by  Haislip  and  John  Sutherland.  Commander  Morton  Seligman, 
U.S.N.,  was  technical  adviser. 

Running  time,  113  minutes.   "G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

"Love  Thy  Neighbor" (Paramount) 

T^OR  the  countless  thousands  of  radio  fans  who  have  listened  every 
week  for  years  to  the  top-notch  comedy  programs  broadcast  by 

Jack  Benny  and  Fred  Allen,  this  picture  starring  both  of  them,  should 
be  a  real  treat.  For  the  exhibitors  these  same  fans  should  provide 
an  enormous  ready-made  audience,  which  should  require  only  the 
information  that  Benny  and  Allen  appear  in  person  in  avid  pursuit  of 

their  air  "feud." 
The  feud  provides  the  central  theme  of  the  picture's  story,  which  is 

no  more  weighty  than  it  has  to  be,  but  serves  adequately  to  set  off  the 

typical  Benny  and  Allen  technique  of  the  "snappy  retort."  In  support, 
and  adding  considerably  to  the  film's  comedy,  is  Eddie  "Rochester" 
Anderson,  Benny's  butler.  He  pursues  his  own  romance,  with  Theresa 
Harris,  maid  in  the  Allen  household,  with  amusing  results.  Musical 
moments  are  supplied  by  the  Merry  Macs  and  Miss  Martin. 

Mary  Martin  is  the  romantic  foil,  in  the  role  of  Allen's  niece  and, 
eventually,  Benny's  wife,  Veree  Teasdale  appears  as  Allen's  sister. 
Mark  Sandrich,  who  directed,  permitted  his  comedian-heros  to  slap  at 
each  other  verbally  to  their  hearts'  content,  and  that  should  please  their 
fans.  William  Morrow,  Edmund  Beloin,  Ernest  Pagano  and  Z.  Myers 
wrote  the  original  screenplay.  The  burden  of  the  story  concerns  the 

attempt  of  Allen,  who  hates  the  mere  mention  of  Benny's  name,  to  pre- 
vent the  success  of  Benny's  musical  show,  and  anything  else  Benny tries  to  do. 

Running  time,  81  minutes.  "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

'Bank  Dick,' 

Show,  $17,000 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  18. — Christmas 
shopping  is  hurting  grosses.  "The 
Letter"  took  $14,500  for  its  second 
week  at  the  Boyd.  "The  Bank  Dick," 

l  with  vaudeville,  made  $17,000  at  the 
'"Earle. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  11-13  : 

"Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
ALDINE— (1,400)     (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.   Gross:  $10,000.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
ARCADIA—  (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days,  2nd 

run.    Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $2,600) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
BOYD— (2,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $14,500.  (Average, 
$13,000) 
"The  Bank  Dick"  (Univ.) 
EARLE  —  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Vincent 
Lopez's  orchestra,  Edmund  Lowe,  Ann Dvorak,  Peter  Lind  Hayes,  Evelyn  Farney, 
Sunny  Skyler  and  Ann  Barrett.  Gross: 
$17,000.  (Average,  $14,000) 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
FAY'S— (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7  days with  vaudeville  including  Pat  Paree,  the 

Roxyettes,  the  Gaudsmith  Brothers,  Ray 
Wilbert,  Present  &  Past,  and  the  Emerald 
Sisters.  Gross:  $6,100.  (Average,  $6,900) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
FOX— (3,000)  (3Sc-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
KARLTON—  (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $3,000.    (Average,  $3,000) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
KEITH'S— (2,200)  (3Sc-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $3,600.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"Arizona"  (Col.) 
STANLEY— (3,700)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Average, 
$14,000) 
"Here  Comes  lie  Navy"  (W.  B.) 
STANTON—  (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days, 

revival.    Gross:  $5,200.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Laddie'  and  Herman 
$13,000  Buffalo  Lead 

Buffalo,  Dec.  18. — "Laddie"  and Woody  Herman  and  his  orchestra  on 
the  stage  drew  $13,000  at  the  Twen- 

tieth Century.  "Bitter  Sweet"  and 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  at  the 
Great  Lakes  took  $9,700. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  14: 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
BUFFALO — (3,489)     (35c-60c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $10,500.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (20th- Fox) 
GREAT  LAKES— (3,000)  (35c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $9,700.    (Average,  $7,500) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
"Lucky  Cisco  Kid"  (20th-Fox) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)  (30c -50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,700.     (Average,  $6,800) 
"Laddie"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-55c)  7  days.  Woody  Herman  and  orches- 
tra on  stage,  with  Kitty  Lane,  Joe  Bishop, 

Saxie  Mansfield,  Frankie  Carlson,  the 
Woodchoppers,  Paul  Winchell  and  King  and 
Arlina.     Gross:  $13,000.     (Average,  $7,500) 

'Cue  for  Passion' 
At  Roy  ale  Tonight 

A  new  play  by  Edward 
Chodorov  and  H.  S.  Kraft, 
"Cue  for  Passion,"  will  be 
presented  at  the  Royale  The- 

atre tonight  by  Richard  Aid- 
rich  and  Richard  Meyers. 
Otto  L.  Preminger  directed. 
Gale  Sondergaard,  George 
Coulouris  and  Doris  Nolan 
are  in  the  top  roles.  Charles 
Washburn  is  handling  pub- 

licity for  the  show. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

'Alley'  Is  Omaha's 
Winner  at  $8,800 

Omaha,  Dec.  18.— "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
grossed  $8,800  at  the  Orpheum  and 
"Bitter  Sweet"  was  good  for  $7,600 
at  the  Omaha.  The  Christmas  slump 
has  hit  grosses.  The  weather  was  clear 
and  warm. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  11-12 : 

"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO) 
BRANDIES— (1,200)   (30c-40c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,300.   (Average.  $4,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) "Our  Town"  (U.  A.) 
OMAHA—  (2.000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

*7,6C0.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (20th-Fox) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $8,800.  (Average,  $7,200) 

Repeat  Car  Giveaway 
Seattle,  Dec.  18. — So  successful 

was  last  week's  giveaway  of  two  auto- mobiles by  the  five  largest  downtown 
theatres  that  a  repeat  has  been  sched- 

uled for  Monday.  The  Liberty,  Para- 
mount, Fifth  Avenue,  Orpheum  and 

Palomar  theatres  will  participate. 

KRS  Explains  Stand 
On  Closed  Theatres 

London,  Dec.  18. — The  Kinemato- 
graph  Renters  Society  today  issued  a 
formal  statement  on  the  controversy 
with  the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors 
Association  on  the  distributor  policy 
on  theatres  closed  by  the  war. 
The  statement  explained  the  distri- 

butor position,  expressed  sympathy  for 
the  exhibitor  situation,  and  insisted 
the  policy  is  not  unreasonable,  differen- 

tiating between  theatres  closed  by 
bombing  and  those  closed  voluntarily. 
The  statement  promises  the  distributor 
organization  will  give  a  hearing  to  any 
suggestions  the  exhibitors  have  to 
make  on  the  policy,  to  which  the 
C.  E.  A.  has  taken  strong  objection. 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Bonus 

Rochester,  Dec.  18.  —  An  extra 
week's  pay  will  be  paid  5,400  em- 

ployes by  the  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical 
Co.  on  Monday,  the  company  has  an- 

nounced. The  company  has  provided 
such  bonuses  in  1937  and  1939. 

'Third  Finger' 

Pulls  $36,400, 

Leads  Boston 

Boston,  Dec.  18. — "Third  Finger, 
Left  Hand"  scored  heavily,  with  a 
total  of  $36,400,  taking  $16,400  at 
Loew's  State  and  $20,000  at  Loew's 
Orpheum.  It  was  dualed  with  "Dr. Kildare's  Crisis"  at  both  houses. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  11 : "The  Fargo  Kid"  (RKO) 

"The  Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble" (RKO) "R£dn"  (M-G-M) 

KEITH  BOSTON— (3,200)  (25c-35c-40c- 
55c)  "Fargo  Kid"  and  "Peppers"  4  days 
with  vaudeville:  "Funzafire"  revue  with Benny  Meroff  and  orchestra,  Ken  and  Roy 
Paige,  Dianna  Abbey,  Al  de  Vito,  4  Sailor - ettes,  Billy  Morosco,  8  Daughters  of  Satan, 
Joe  Bonnel,  Louise  Shannon,  Hal  Spiro, 
Terry  Howard  and  cast  of  60.  "Rain"  3 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $8,000) "Little  Men"  (RKO) 
"A  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
KEITH  MEMORIAL— (2,907)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average, 

$16,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Youth  Will  Be  Served"  (ZOth-Fox) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (4,367)  (35c-44c-55c- 65c)    7    days,    2nd    week.     Gross:  $17,000. (Average.  $15,500) "South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 

"Street  of  Memories"  (20th-Fox) 
PARAMOUNT— (1,797)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7 days.    Gross:   $5,000.    (Average,  $7,500) "South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 

"Street  of  Memories"  (20th-Fox) 
FENWAY— (1,320)  (25c-35c-40c-55c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,200.    (Average,  $4,500) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
SCOLLAY— (2.500)    (25c-44c-5Sc)    7  days. Gross:  $3,100.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,000)  (25c-35c-40c-55c) 7  days.    Gross:   $16,400.    (Average,  $12,000) 

"Third  Finger,  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  ORPHEUM— (2,900)  (25c-35c-40c- 55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $20,000.  (Average, 

$17,500) 

'Burma'  and  Show 

$18,000  in  Detroit 
Detroit,  Dec.  18. — A  stage  show 

headed  by  Bob  Chester  and  his  band 
and  Frances  Langford,  with  "Moon 
Over  Burma"  on  the  screen,  garnered 
$18,000  at  the  Michigan.  "Angels  Over 
Broadway,"  and  a  stage  show,  "Streets 
of  Paris,"  grossed  $20,000  at  the  Fox. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12 : "Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 

"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
ADAMS— (1,600)   (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. 3rd  week.   Gross:   $5,500.   (Average,  $5,500) 

"Knute  Rockne — All  American"  (W.  B.) "Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,500.   (Average,  $7,000) 
"Angels  Over   Broadway"  (Col.) 
FOX— (5,000)  (20c-55c-65c)  7  days.  Stage 

show:  "Streets  of  Paris"  with  Think-A- Drink  Hoffman,  Marion  &  Hall,  Hylton 
Sisters.  Frank  &  Jean;  Hubert,  Ernesio  & 
Talla,  Pelch  &  Deauville,  Ann  Crosby.  Don 
Richards,  Peggy  Alexander.  Gross:  $20,- 000.  (Average.  $15,000) 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
MICHIGAN— (4,000)  ( 15c  -  39c  -  44c  -  55c  -  65c ) 

7  days.  Stage  show:  Bob  Chester  and  or- 
chestra, Frances  Langford,  Jon  Hall,  Dol- 

ores &  O'Neil,  Lorraine  &  Rognan,  The 
Pitchmen.  Gross:  $18,000.  (Average.  $12.- 

000  ) 

"North   West  Mounted   Police"  (Para) 
"A  Night  At  Earl  Carroll's"  (Para.) PALMS— (3,000)  (25c-39c-55c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $7,000.  (Average.  $7,000) 

Remodel  Northio  House 
Hamilton,  O.,  Dec.  18.  —  A  new 

marciuee,  air-conditioning  system,  new 
lighting  and  other  improvements  are 
being  installed  at  the  Rialto,  local  unit 
of  Northio  Theatres,  Inc. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

FOUR  drug  programs  were  renewed  and  another  signed  by  CBS  yesterday. 
E.  R.  Squibb  &  Son  will  start  sponsorship  of  "Golden  Treasury  of  Song" 

Dec.  30  over  42  stations.  The  program  will  be  heard  Mondays  through  Fri- 
days at  3:15  P.M.  Jan  Peerce,  David  Ross  and  Victor  Bay's  orchestra  will 

be  heard.  Colgate-Palmolive-Peet  renewed  four  shows  and  changed  agencies 
on  three  of  them,  effective  Jan.  1.  They  are  "Myrt  and  Marge,"  on  81  sta- 

tions, Sherman  &  Marquette,  agency ;  "Stepmother,"  49  stations,  Sherman  & 
Marquette  continues  as  agency ;  "Woman  of  Courage,"  65  stations,  Ted  Bates, 
Inc.,  agency  for  the  East,  and  Sherman  &  Marquette  for  the  West ;  and 
"Hilltop  House,"  81  stations,  Ward  Wheelock. •  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Dinah  Shore  will  remain  in  New  York  for  an  addi- 
tional week  after  the  Eddie  Cantor  cast  entrains  for  Hollywood  today.  She 

is  fulfilling  a  two-week  vaudeville  engagement  for  the  Brandt  circuit.  .  .  . 
Charles  Stark  has  been  renewed  on  two  shows,  "Mother  o'  Mine"  and  "In 
Movieland."  Stark  is  one  of  the  few  free  lance  announcers  to  be  heard  on 
sponsored  programs  on  all  three  netivorks.  ...  Martha  J.  Rountree  and 
W alter  Royall  head  a  new  radio  production  and  transcription  company,  Radio 
House,  Inc.  .  .  .  F.  B.  Ryan,  Jr.,  vice-president  of  Ruthrauff  &  Ryan,  has  been 
named  a  member  of  the  governing  committee  of  the  Cooperative  Analysis  of 
Broadcasting.  .  .  .  Shirley  Ross  will  temporarily  replace  Carol  Bruce  on 
Tuesday  when  the  Ben  Bernie  show  starts  broadcasting  from  Hollywood.  .  .  . 
John  Baker,  baritone  heard  on  WBNX  Mondays,  was  guest  soloist  at  the 
annual  Christmas  concert  in  Carnegie  Hall  yesterday  of  the  "Downtown  Glee 

Club." 

•  •  • 

Stuart  Canin,  violinist  who  started  the  Allen-Benny  feud  by  playing 
"The  Bee"  on  Allen's  show  four  years  ago,  was  given  a  $1,000  scholar- 

ship to  continue  his  violin  studies  by  the  comedians  yesterday.  Allen 
and  Benny  contributed  $500  each. 

•  •  • 

WOR  employes  who  enter  the  U.  S.  armed  forces  will  receive  the 
difference  in  Government  pay  and  their  present  salaries  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  if  employed  by  the  station  for  a  year  or  more ;  and  for  one  month, 
if  employed  for  less  than  one  year.  Alfred  J.  McCosker,  president,  has  so 
advised  employes.  Seniority  and  other  privileges  will  be  deemed  continuing 
during  the  period  of  service  and  accrued  vacation  time  will  be  granted.  First 
WOR  employee  to  benefit  is  Albert  Hoffman,  talent  salesman  for  the  WOR 
Artists  Bureau,  who  enlisted  last  week. •  •  • 

Program  News:  George  Fisher,  Mutual  Hollywood  commentator,  vaill 
start  a  new  series  ne-.vt  week,  to  be  heard  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  on  38 
stations,  sponsored  by  Marrow's,  Inc.  .  .  .  A  quiz  with  a  legal  slant  called 
"Laivyer  Q-Skull  Busters"  will  start  over  WOR  on  Jan.  7  P.M.  ...  P. 
Lorillard  will  sponsor  the  shozv  which  will  be  heard  Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 

days at  7:15  P.M.  .  .  .  Tommy  Tucker's  local  "Pot  o'  Gold"  show  for  Turns 
has  been  moved  forward  to  a  Jan.  8  starting  date.  .  .  .  First  band  on  the  "Hit 
Parade"  series  from  Army  camps  will  be  Eddy  Duchin's  on  Saturday,  Jan. 
11.  .  .  .  Four  members  of  WQXR's  announcing  staff,  Rex  Benware,  William 
Strauss,  Arch  Kemper  and  Richard  James,  will  be  guests  on  "I  Know  What 
I  Like"  over  WQXR  Tuesday  at  9  P.M. •  •  • 

WNEW,  which  uses  a  merry  little  jingle  instead  of  the  customary 
formal  station  call  letter  announcement,  will  revise  its  jingle  Monday 
to  send  greetings  to  listeners  for  the  holiday  season. 

Use  of  Music 

By  NBC  Down 

During  1940 

Use  of  music  over  NBC  networks 
dropped  to  53.7  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  hours  during  1940  from 
a  high  of  67.7  per  cent  in  1934, 
while  dramatic  programs  increased 
to  21  per  cent  from  a  low  of  10.8 
in  1932.  In  1939  music  was  57.2 
of  the  total  and  dramatic  shows 
20.1. 

Hours  of  programming  over 
the  two  networks  will  total 
19,580  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
it  is  estimated,  as  compared 
with  18,285  last  year  and  12,892 
in  1932. 

Of  the  total,  the  Red  will  have 
8,548  hours,  of  which  44  per  cent  is 
sponsored  and  56  sustaining,  while  the 
Blue  will  have  11,032  hours  of  which 
25.3  per  cent  is  sponsored  and  74.7 
sustaining. 
During  1940,  the  total  number  of 

NBC  affiliates  increased  from  180  to 
220.  Red  stations  increased  from  119 
to  131  and  Blue  from  61  to  87.  Three 
Red  stations  and  one  Blue  operate  on 
dual  call  letters. 

Other  Classifications 

Besides  music  and  drama,  which  oc- 
cupy three-quarters  of  the  available 

time,  talks  used  8.7  per  cent  of  the 
total  hours ;  news,  8.9 ;  sports,  .8 ; 
comedy,  2.7;  women's,  1.2;  children's, 
2.8;  religion,  .8.  Commercial  an- 

nouncements, which  occupy  a  large 
portion  of  network  time,  were  not 
classified  separately  but  were  included 
among  the  general  groupings. 

Of  the  musical  shows,  1,450  hours 
were  sponsored  and  8,943  sustaining 
Twenty-five  hours  were  devoted  to 
opera  ;  702,  classical ;  1,662,  semi-clas- 

sical;  3,548,  light  music,  and  4,456, 
dance  music. 

Of  the  dramatic  shows,  3,292  were 
sponsored  and  836  sustaining.  General 
drama  took  3,330  hours ;  comedy 
drama,  674,  and  prose  and  poetry,  124. 

Sale  of  WMCA  to 

Noble  Is  Approved 
Washington,  Dec.  18.  —  Sale  of 

WMCA,  New  York,  by  Donald 
Flamm  to  Edward  J.  Noble  was  ap- 

proved today  by  the  FCC.  Noble 
paid  $850,000  for  the  100  shares  of 
stock  of  the  Knickerbocker  Broad- 

casting Co.,  licensee  of  WMCA. 

Neither  Flamm  nor  Noble  would 
comment  yesterday  on  the  sale  or 
make  any  statement  on  the  future 
policy  of  the  station.  Flamm  sold 
the  station  twice  before  but  resumed 
ownership  on  each  occasion.  Noble 
is  a  former  U.  S.  Under-Secretary 
of  Commerce  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Civil  Aeronautics  Authority.  He 
is  head  of  Lifesavers  Corp.,  manufac- 

turers of  candy. 

Empire  Union  Moving 
Empire  State  M.  P.  Operators  Union 

will  move  its  offices  Monday  from 
Brooklyn  to  276  W.  43rd  St.,  in  Man- 
hattan. 

Form  Coast  Radio, 

Film  Charity  Group 
Hollywood,  Dec.  18. — The  film  and 

radio  industries  today  formed  the  Uni- 
ted Charities  Committee  to  coordinate 

activities  in  the  charities  field. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Samuel  Gold- 

wyn,  chairman  of  the  permanent  chari- 
ties committee.  Harry  M.  Witt,  pre- 

sident of  the  Southern  California 
Broadcasters  Association,  agreed  to 
appoint  a  radio  charity  committee  and 
a  group  to  work  with  the  film  unit. 
Among  those  speaking  at  the  lunch- 

eon were :  Harry  M.  Warner,  Walter 
Wanger,  Harry  Brand ;  Don  Gilman. 
NBC;  Donald  Thornburgh,  CBS: 
Harrison  Holloway,  National  Asso- 

ciation of  Broadcasters ;  Kenneth 
Thomson,  S.A.G. ;  I.  B.  Kornblum. 
Actors  Equity  and  A.G.V.A. ;  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Producers'  Associa- 

tion; Edward  Arnold,  S.A.G.,  and 
Sidney  Buchman.  S.W.G. 

Rivoli  Team  Wins 
The  Rivoli  Theatre  basketball  team 

beat  the  Paramount  Theatre  team 
this  week  at  the  Riverside  Plaza  by 
a  score  of  32  to  10. 

Roosevelt  Vetoes 

Walter-Logan  Bill 

Washington,  Dec.  18.  —  President 
Roosevelt  today  vetoed  the  Walter- 
Logan  bill,  providing  for  judicial  re- 

view of  actions  of  administrative  agen- 
cies, including  the  Federal  Communi- 

cations Commission,  not  now  appeal- 
able to  the  courts. 

The  veto,  which  was  expected,  was 
based  on  an  opinion  by  Attorney  Gen- 

eral Robert  H.  Jackson  that  the  meas- 
ure_  would  not  attain  the  objective  at which  it  is  aimed. 

In  his  message  to  the  House,  the 
President  explained  that  improvements 
in  administrative  processes,  sought  by 
the  bill,  will  be  brought  about  by  a 
Committee  on  Administrative  Law. 

Idea  Man  Sues  Bernie 
Ben  Bernie  was  named  defendant 

yesterday  in  a  suit  for  $13,000  dam- 
ages filed  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court 

by  James  Lyons,  who  claims  that  Ber- nie used  his  idea  for  a  broadcast  on 
WABC. 

FCC  Approval 

Is  Given  for  4 

New  Stations 

Washington,  Dec.  18. — Construc- 
tion of  four  new  250-watt  broadcasting 

stations  has  been  authorized  by  the. 
Federal  Communications  Commissiony 
The  stations  are  to  be  built  by  Albert 

Joseph  Meyer,  Powell,  Wyo.,  to  oper- 
ate on  1,200  kilocycles;  C.  T.  Sherer 

Co.,  Inc.,  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  operate 
on  1,200  kilocycles;  R.  G.  Le  Tour- 
neau,  Toccoa,  Ga.,  to  operate  on  1,420 
kilocycles,  and  Oscar  C.  Hirsch,  Cairo, 
111.,  to  operate  on  1,500  kilocycles. 

Permits  also  were  issued  to  Sta- 
tions WKBW,  Buffalo,  for  increase  of 

power  from  5,000  to  50,000  watts; 
KGNG,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  for  increase 
of  day  power  from  2,500  to  5,000 
watts,  and  WELI,  New  Haven,  for 
increase  of  power  from"  250  watts  day, 
500  watts  night,  to  500  watts  day, 
1,000  watts  night.  Station  WLOG, 
Logan,  W.  Va.,  was  authorized  to 
extend  its  time  from  day  to  unlimited. 

Applications  Set  for  Hearings 

The  commission  designated  for  hear- 
ing '  the  new-station  applications  of Worcester  Broadcasting,  Inc.,  for  a 

new  1,200-kilocycle,  250-watt  station 
at  Worcester,  Mass.;  Butler  Broad- 

casting Corp.,  for  a  1,420-kilocycle, 
250-watt  station  at  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
and  Old  Colony  Broadcasting  Co., 
Inc.,  for  an  1,160-kilocycle,  500-watt 
day  station  at  Brockton,  Mass.,  to- 

gether with  the  requests  of  Stations 
WAGA,  Atlanta,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,450  to  590  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  500  watts 
night,  1,000  watts  day,  to  1,000  watts 
night,  5,000  watts  day,  and  WRDW, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  for  change  of  frequency 
from  1,500  to  1,450  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  250  watts  to  500 
watts  night,  1,000  watts  day. 
A  construction  permit  for  a  new 

1,500-kilocycle,  250-watt  broadcasting- station  has  been  asked  by  Broadcast- 
ers, Inc.,  San  Jose,  Cal. 

Ask  Increases  in  Power 

The  commission  also  received  appli- 
cations from  Stations  WESX,  Salem, 

Mass.,  for  increase  of  power  from 
100  to  250  watts;  WHOM,  Jersey 
City,  for  change  of  frequency  from 
1,450  to  1,560  kilocycles,  increase  of 
power  from  500  watts  night,  1,000 
watts  day,  to  10,000  watts,  and  re- 

moval of  transmitter  from  Jersey 
City  to  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. ; 
WMAS,  Sprinfield,  Mass.,  for  change 
of  frequency  from'  1,420  to  880  kilo- 

cycles, and  removal  of  transmitter 
from  Springfield  to  West  Springfield, 
increasing  power  from  250  watts  to 
1,000  watts  night,  5,000  watts  day; 
WWSW,  Pittsburgh,  for  change  of 
frequency  from  1,500  to  940  kilocycles, 
increase  of  power  from  250  watts  to 
1,000  watts  night,  5,000  watts  day, 
and  transmitter  removal  from  Pitts- 

burgh to  McKees  Rocks  Boro,  Pa.; 
WSIX,  Nashville,  for  change  of  fre- 

quency from  1,210  to  950  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  250  watts 
to  1,000  watts  night,  5,000  watts  day, 
and  KALB,  Alexandria,  La.,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,210  to 
580  kilocycles  and  increase  of  power 
from  250  to  1,000  watts. 
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Jack  Benny 

Leads  Radio 

Stars  of  1940 

700  Editors  Are  Polled 
For  Fifth  Year 

By  EDWARD  GREIF 
Jack  Benny,  star  of  the  Sunday  eve- 

ning Jello  series,  was  voted  Champion 
of  Champions  of  1940  by  more  than  700 

radio  editors  in 
the  United 
States  and  Ca- 

nada, queried 
by  Motion 
Picture  Daily 
in  its  fifth  an- 

nual radio  poll 
on  behalf  of 
Fame. 
Benny,  who 

won  the  first 
Motion  Pic- 

ture Daily  poll 
in  1936,  regained 
the  leadership 
which  he  lost 

to  Edgar  Ber- 
gen's Charlie 

the  intervening 

Jack  Benny 

McCarthy  during 
three  years. 
Many  other  old  favorites  returned 

to  top   ranking  while   some  former 

The  complete  tabulation  of 
the  voting  in  the  "Motion  Pic- 

ture Daily"  radio  poll  is  on 
Page  7. 

leaders  dropped  from  grace.  Dinah 
Shore,  vocalist  on  the  Eddie  Cantor 
show,  was  picked  by  the  editors  as 
the  Outstanding  New  Star  of  the  Sea- 

son, while  Edward  G.  Robinson  was 
(.Continued  on  page  7) 

November  Tax  Total 

Reaches  $7,124,225 
Washington,  Dec.  19. — Federal 

admission  tax  collections  reached  a 
new  high  level  in  November,  to  total 
$7,124,225,  it  was  reported  tonight  by 
the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau. 
The  month's  receipts  were  nearly 

$500,000  above  the  October  total  of 
$6,628,430  and  a  full  $5,000,000  above 
the  November,  1939,  collections  of 
$2,117,644,  the  bureau  announced. 

For  the  first  11  months  of  the  cal- 
endar year,  the  admission  tax  revenue 

was  $36,829,342,  compared  with  $17,- 
300,777  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1939. 
Much  of  the  increase  in  November 

was  accounted  for  in  the  Third  New 
York  (Broadway)  District,  where 
collections   were  $1,497,707. 

Music  Battle  Centers  on 

Stations  as  4  Go  to  Ascap 

Interest  in  the  Ascap-radio  battle  yesterday  shifted  back  to  the 
struggle  of  both  sides  to  capture  the  support  of  independent  stations. 
From  Boston  came  word  that  four  stations  there,  WORL,  WMEX, 
WCOP  and  WHDH,  had  signed  with  Ascap. 

In  Washington,  consent  de-  [ 
U.  A.  Sales  Staffs 

Realigned;  Masters 

New  Western  Chief 

cree  negotiations  between  Gov- 
ernment and  Ascap  attorneys 

continued  but  there  was  no  in. 
dication  when  they  would  be 
completed.  Informed  sources 
declared  that  possibilities  of  a 
decree  in  the  Government's 
anti-trust  suit  were  "bright," but  no  time  for  agreement  was 
forecast. 

BMI  officials  continued  to  stress 
that  there  would  be  no  settlement  be- 

fore Jan.  1  and  urged  station  execu- 
tives to  proceed  with  preparations  for 

the  changeover.  Officials  said  that  dis- 
cussion of  settlement  possibilities  might 

cause  station  executives  to  slacken 
their  preliminary  moves  and  thus 
cause  confusion  on  New  Year's  Day. In  New  York,  executives  of  the 
three  major  independent  stations, 
WNEW,  WMCA  and  WHN,  re- 

mained undecided  on  the  Ascap-BMI 
choice  yesterday.  Conferences  have 
been  held  daily  at  the  three  stations 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Appointment  of  Haskell  M.  Masters, 
United  Artists  managing  director  for 
Canada,  as  Western  division  manager 
for  the  company,  was  confirmed  yes- 

terday by  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-pres- 
ident and  distribution  head,  who  re- 

vealed a  new  alignment  of  the  com- 
pany's domestic  distribution  staff.  _ That  Masters  was  to  be  appointed 

was  reported  by  Motion  Picture Daily  on  Dec.  2. 
Masters  succeeds  L.  J.  Schlaifer,  who 

has  been  named  a  special  representa- 
tive by  Kelly.  Samuel  Glazer,  former 

district  manager,  was  named  Cana- 
dian manager  succeeding  Masters. 

Harry  L.  Gold,  vice-president,  con- (Continued  on  page  4) 

500  Honor  O  'Shea,  Bowen 

At  Testimonial  Luncheon 

By  SAM  SHAIN 

"It  all  sums  up  to  just  one  big  word — thanks." 
This  was  Ted  O'Shea  talking,  as  the  closing  speaker  and  guest  of 

honor,  with  Jack  Bowen,  at  a  luncheon  given  for  them  by  friends  and 
associates,  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
yesterday.  The  luncheon  was  oc- 

casioned by  the  promotion  of 
O'Shea  to  a  newly  created  post 
of  Central  Division  Manager  of 
M-G-M,  and  Bowen  to  the  dis- 

trict sales  managership  which 
O'Shea  vacates. 
More  than  500  attended  the 

party,  and  more  than  100  who  for 
business  reasons  were  out  of  the 
city  and  therefore  could  not  be 
present,  telegraphed  their  com- 

pliments to  the  two  men.  There 
were  several  speakers,  including 
Martin  Quigley,  president  of 
Quigley  Publishing  Co. ;  Samuel 
Rinzler,  Louis  Nizer,  William 
Rodgers,  James  J.  Walker  and 

Howard  Dietz.  Bronze  plaques,  in  honor  of  the  occasion,  were  presented 
to  O'Shea  and  Bowen,  on  behalf  of  their  friends  by  Leo  Brecher. 

At  the  request  of  O'Shea  and  Bowen,  proceeds  of  the  luncheon  were  con- 
tributed to  the  charity  fund  of  the  Motion  Picture  Associates. (Continued  on  page  4) 

Ted  O'Shea Jack  Bowen 

U.S.  to  Dismiss 

'Big  Five'  in 

Crescent  Case 

Similar  Action  Expected 
In  S chine  Suit 

Nashville,  Dec.  19.  —  Arrange- 
ments for  the  dismissal  of  the  five 

consenting  companies  as  defendants  in 
the  Government's  anti-trust  suit 
against  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  and 
major  distributors  are  in  preparation 
here  and  will  be  completed  early  in 
January. 

Dismissal  of  the  Bi<?  Five  in 
the  Schine  suit  at  Buffalo  is 
expected  to  follow  the  dismis- sals here. 

In  January  the  Federal  district 
court  here  will  be  asked  to  dismiss 
Loew's,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox and  Warners,  parties  to  the 
Government's  New  York  consent  de- 

cree, from  the  anti-trust  suit  pending 
here.  The  Government  will  continue 
an  amended  complaint  against  Cres- 

cent, Columbia,  United  Artists  and 
Universal. 

B'way  Houses  Feel 
Pre-Holiday  Slump 

Business  was  off  at  Broadway  film 
theatres  during  the  past  week  be- 

cause of  the  pre-holiday  season. 
"Thief  of  Bagdad"  with  a  stage 

show  drew  an  estimated  $64,000  in  a 
second  week  at  the  Music  Hall  and 
was  followed  yesterday  by  "No,  No, 
Nanette."  "Third  Finger,  Left  Hand" 
grossed  an  estimated  $23,000  for  its 
week  at  the  Capitol  and  was  followed 

by  "Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis." 
The  fourth  week  of  "The  Letter" 

with  Ozzie  Nelson's  band  on  the 
stage  took  an  estimated  $30,000  at 

the  Strand,  where  "Santa  Fe  Trail" will  open  this  morning.  At  the  Roxy 

the  fourth  week  of  "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
with  a  stage  show  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $24,900.  "One  Night  in  the 
Tropics"  opened  there  yesterday. 
The  fifth  week  of  "Fantasia"  drew  an 
estimated  $20,000  at  the  Broadway. 

Reviewed  Today 

A  New  York  review  of  "No, 
No,  Nanette"  and  a  Holly- 

wood review  of  "Where  Did 
You  Get  That  Girl?"  will  be found  on  Page  4. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  19 

SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  20th  Century- 
Fox  president,  and  Herman  Wob- 

ber,  general  manager  of  distribution, 
arrived  here  today.  Kent  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  his  brother,  Ernest.  He 
will  attend  product  conferences  later 
with  Wobber  and  studio  executives. 

• 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Universal  board 

chairman,  arrived  today  for  studio 
meetings.  His  arrival  was  delayed 
several  days  because  his  plane  was 
grounded  in  the  Midwest  by  bad 
weather. 

• 
Universal  today  signed  W.  C.  Fields 

to  star  in  "The  Great  Man,"  for 
1941-'42  release.  The  story,  which 
Edward  F.  Cline  will  direct,  has  a 
South  American  background. 

• 
Landers  Stevens,  64,  father  of 

George  Stevens,  director,  died  today 
in  Hollywood  Hospital  of  a  heart 
attack.  He  became  a  screen  actor  in 
1920  after  a  career  on  the  stage. 

W.  B.  Circuit  Albany 

Zone  Meeting  Held 
Albany,  Dec.  19. — Zone  Manager 

M.  A.  Silver  of  Warner  Theatres  held 
a  pre-holiday  season  meeting  of  the 
10  Eastern  New  York  theatre  man- 

agers in  Albany  yesterday. 
In  attendance  were  Charles  A. 

Smakwitz  and  western  New  York  dis- 
trict manager  Ralph  A.  Crabill,  zone 

booker  Max  Friedman  and  zone  short 
subject  booker  Joseph  Weinstein,  and 
the  following  theatre  managers : 

Jules  Curley,  Strand ;  Mel  Con- 
heim,  Ritz ;  Al  LaFlamme,  Madison, 
and  Edward  Selette,  Albany,  in  Al- 

bany ;  Jack  Swartout,  American ;  Leo 
Rosen,  Troy,  and  Sid  Sommer,  Lin- 

coln, in  Troy ;  Andrew  M.  Roy,  Stan- 
ley; Arnold  Stoltz,  Avon,  and  Jack 

Breslin,  Utica,  in  Utica. 

Cagney,  Bette  Davis 

Will  Star  in  Comedy 
Hollywood*,  Dec.  19. — James  Cag- 

ney  and  Bette  Davis  will  be  co-starred 
in  Warners'  "The  Bride  Came 
C.O.D."  Production  is  scheduled  to 
start  on  Jan.  2.  The  film  will  be  di- 

rected by  William  Keighley  from  a 
script  by  Philip  and  Julius  Epstein. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Nest  In  the 

Kivoli  Theatre) (51st  Street Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Personal  Mention 

MR.  and  MRS.  LEO  SPITZ leave  today  for  Chicago  where 
they  plan  to  remain  a  week  before  go- 

ing to  the  Coast. • 
Joseph  I.  Breen,  Production  Code 

Administrator,  will  spend  Christmas  in 
Philadelphia  and  leave  for  the  Coast 
at  the  end  of  next  week. 

• 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  American  Arbitration  As- 

sociation, will  return  tomorrow  from 
Chicago. 

• 

Ralph  Austrian,  M.  A.  Schlesin- 
ger,  Adolph  Zukor,  Austin  Keough 
and  John  W.  Hicks  having  lunch 
yesterday  at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in the  Astor. 

• 
Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Rodney 

Bush,  Claude  Lee,  Sam  Spring, 
Max  Wolf,  Robert  Crawford  and 
Ray  Henderson  lunching  yesterday 

at  Sardi's. 

FRANCES    and   ABE  LAST- FOGEL  arrive  tomorrow  from 
Hollywood. 

• 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Blake,  wife  of  the  20th 

Century-Fox  managing  director  in 
Australia,  is  here  from  Sydney  with 
her  two  children. 

• 
Nat  Sanders,  distributor,  left  last 

night  with  Mrs.  Sanders  for  a  10-day 
vacation  in  Miami. 

• 
Monroe  Greenthal,  Edward  Pes- 

key  and  Al  Margolies  having  lunch 
at  Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yester- 
day. 

• 

Jack  Cohn,  Nate  Spingold,  Mau- 
rice Silverstone  and  Joseph  Mos- 

kowitz  lunching  at  Lindy's  (51st  St.) 
yesterday. 

• 
Pat  Scollard,  Milton  Silver, 

Alec  Moss  and  Jeffrey  Bernerd  at 
the  Tavern  yesterday  for  lunch. 

Army  Film  Service 

Will  Be  Expanded 

Washington,  Dec.  19. — Recreation 
needs  of  the  expanding  Army  will  be 
fully  met  by  the  Army  Motion  Picture 
Service,  it  was  assured  today  by  the 
War  Department. 

It  was  disclosed  that  pending  the 
construction  and  equipment  of  new 
theatres  with  funds  appropriated  by 
Congress,  the  service  is  financing  from 
its  own  reserves  emergency  installa- 

tions at  new  and  enlarged  camps  and 
at  small  isolated  posts. 

Trainees  now  joining  the  Army 
have  been  advised  that  for  a  time  they 
may  see  pictures  which  they  have 
already  seen,  but  were  assured  that 
this  will  prove  only  a  temporary  "in- 

convenience." The  Army  does  not  use 
first  runs,  but  operates  like  neighbor- 

hood theatres.  Programs  are  changed 
four  times  a  week. 

Young  on  Leave  to 

Handle  U.  S.  Task 
Washington,  Dec.  19. — James  W. 

Young  today  was  given  an  indefinite 
leave  of  absence  from  his  post  as  di- 

rector of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  so  that  he  may 
devote  himself  entirely  to  his  duties  as 
chairman  of  the  Communications  Di- 

vision under  the  Defense  Coordinator 
of  Commercial  and  Cultural  Relations 
between  the  American  Republics. 
Young  has  supervision  of  the  divis- 

ion's radio  and  press  program  devel- 
oped by  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller,  coor- dinator. 

Wanger  on  Radio  Forum 
Walter  Wanger,  producer,  and  Leo 

C.  Rosten,  director  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Research  Project,  will  be  heard 

in  a  discussion  of  "The  Movies"  over 
NBC-Red  Sunday  at  2:30  P.  M.  when 
the  "University  of  Chicago  Round- 
table"  moves  to  Hollywood.  A  third 
speaker  has  not  yet  been  selected. 

Keegan  to  Racine 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  19. — Jack  Keegan 

has  been  appointed  manager  of  War- 
ner theatres  in  Racine,  Wis.  He  for- 

merly was  district  manager  here. 

Berge  Is  Named 
Aide  to  Jackson 

Washington,  Dec.  19.— Wendell 
Berge,  special  assistant  to  the  Attor- 

ney General,  who  took  an  active  part 
in  the  handling  of  the  New  York  mo- 

tion picture  anti-trust  suit,  today  was 
appointed  acting  Assistant  Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  the  criminal  di- 

vision by  Attorney  General  Robert  H. 

Jackson. He  succeeds  John  O.  Rogge,  who  is 
resigning.  Hugh  B.  Cox,  formerly 
chief  of  the  appellate  section  of  the 
anti-trust  division,  has  been  named  to 
succeed  Berge  as  first  assistant  to  As- 

sistant Attorney  General  Thurman Arnold. 

Commonwealth  Shift 

Several  Managers 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  19. — Durex 
Barrett  II,  who  has  been  managing 
the  Boone  for  Commonwealth  The- 

atres at  Columbia,  Mo.,  has  been 
transferred  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  where 
he  will  assist  Bill  Headstream  with 
the  Melba.  Barrett  is  the  son  of  Rex 
Barrett,  Columbia,  Mo.,  manager  for 
Commonwealth. 

Frank  Kennedy,  who  was  at  Bates- 
ville, goes  to  Searcy,  Ark.,  as  assist- 

ant to  K.  K.  King,  manager  of  the 
Rialto  and  Plaza.  Kennedy  replaces 
Jack  Bomar,  who  has  entered  army 
service.  Commonwealth  has  named 
Howard  R.  Wolfe,  Jr.,  manager  of  the 
Benton,  Kansas  City,  succeeding 
James  Chapman. 

'Thief  in  Loew  Houses 

"The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  Korda- 
United  Artists  film,  will  open  Wednes- 

day as  a  Christmas  attraction  at 
Loew  houses  in  the  metropolitan  New 
York  area.  The  booking  is  for  four days. 

Frank  Condon  Dead 

Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  Dec.  19. — 
Frank  M.  Condon,  58,  author  of 

many  scenarios,  including  "The 
Miracle  Man,"  died  today  at  his home  here.  He  was  noted  as  a 

magazine  writer  and  humorist. 

Newsreel 

Parade 

1 

pRINCESS  JULIANA  at  the JL  White  House,  the  delay  in  defense 
production  and  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Windsor  returning  to  the  Bahamas 
are  outstanding  subjects  in  the  zveek- 
end  issues.    The  contents : 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  30— War  ef 

fort  in  Canada.  Princess  Juliana  at  tha 
White  House.  Windsors  sail  from  Miami 
Family  of  six  enrolls  in  the  army.  Mexico 
honors  patron  saint.  Woodsmen  at  work 
in  Australia.  Fashions.  Students  learn  to 
ski.     Diamond  Belt  bouts. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  228— Biggest, 

class  at  submarine  school.  Mexican  air 
corps  honored.  Mexicans  worship  at  shrine 
of  the  Lady  of  Guadalupe.  "Santa  Fe  Trail" premiere.      Diamond  Belt  bouts. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  33— Windsors 

sail  for  Bahamas.  Pan-American  celebra- 
tion in  Mexico.  Mexican  pilots  fly  over 

volcano.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  greets  Princess 
Juliana.  Train  wreck  in  Mexico.  Canada 
in  drive  to  buy  bombs  for  war.  Bombing 
school  in  England.  Army  private  has  pet 
elephant.  Arms  production  delay  studied  in 
Washington;  Murray  and  Green  discuss  the 
issue.     Skiing  at  Utah. 
RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  33— Princess 

Juliana  at  the  White  House.  Labor  chiefs 
pledge  defense  supoprt.  Six  in  one  family 
join  the  army.  New  Housing  Administrator 
sworn  in.  Skiing  in  Utah.  Plastic  prod- 

ucts displayed  in  Washington.  Diamond Belt  bouts. 

UNIVERSAL    NEWSREEL,    No.  938- 
Murray    and    Green    pledge    defense  aid. 
Train    wreck   in    Mexico.       Windsors  sail 
after  visit  here.     Army  gets  new  search- 

lights.      Princess    Juliana    at    the    White  ■ 
House.      New  York  Indians  receive  cloth  I 
from  the  Government.      Snow  carnival  in  H 
Utah.       Mexicans    worship    patron    saint.  I 
Premiere   of   "Santa   Fe   Trail."  Diamond Belt  bouts. 

Urges  Test  Case  on 
Ad  Law  in  Milwaukee 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  19. — After  giving 

a  suspended  sentence  to  James  Kou- 
troules,  driver  of  a  truck  to  which 
were  attached  two  signs  advertising  a 
film,  District  Judge  Harvey  L.  Nee- 
len  suggested  that  anyone  contemplat- 

ing this  form  of  advertising  first  get 

an  opinion  from  the  City  Attorney's 
office. 

Koutroules  was  charged  with  vio- 
lating the  billboard  ordinance  which 

the  court  proposed  be  tested  in  court. 
The  court  commented :  "What  of  a 
person  who  passes  out  handbills  on  a 
corner?  What  is  the  difference  if  he 

puts  a  sign  on  an  automobile?  Per- 
haps the  ordinance  might  be  con- 

strued as  interfering  with  free  expres- 

sion." 
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CROWDS... CROWDS... CROWDS... jamming  the  N.Y.  Paramount  for  the  big- 

gest World  Premiere  in  Broadway  history.  Lines  reaching  to  Ninth  Avenue...  100 

cops  to  handle  the  jam!  And  the  box  office  take  is  running  neck 

and  neck  with  "NORTH  WEST  MOUNTED  POLICE",  which  played 

at  advanced  prices!  Pre-Christmas  slump?  Not  with  Paramount! 
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Feature  Reviews 

"No,  No,  Nanette" 
(RKO) 
THE  lilting  and  tuneful  music  of  this  musical  show  which  was  a 

Broadway  stage  hit  five  years  ago  should  send  audiences  out  of  the 
theatre  humming  and  whistling,  in  its  transplantation  to  the  screen  by 
Herbert  Wilcox  for  release  by  RKO. 

It  is  amusing  entertainment,  aided  immeasurably  by  the  tuneful 
melodies  which  made  it  famous.  There  is  the  same  enduring  quality 

today  about  "I  Want  to  Be  Happy"  and  "Tea  for  Two,"  as  when  they 
stirred  popular  enthusiasm  in  1925,  when  Vincent  Youmans  wrote  them. 

The  light  and  frothy  story  of  the  timid  little  husband  of  the  very 
wealthy  wife  who  holds  the  purse  strings  in  a  vise-like  grip,  and  the 
scrapes  he  gets  into  because  he  cannot  resist  a  pretty  face,  is  reenacted 
here  with  the  comic  touch  always  uppermost. 

Anna  Neagle  is  charming  and  sings  attractively  in  the  role  of  the 
niece,  Nanette,  whose  attempts  to  get  her  uncle  out  of  his  constantly 
recurring  difficulties  nearly  ruin  her  own  romance.  Roland  Young 
is  delightful  as  the  meek  uncle,  Helen  Broderick  excellent  as  his 
penny-pinching  wife,  and  Richard  Carlson  and  Victor  Mature,  are  the 
artist  and  producer,  respectively,  whose  competition  for  her  hand  com- 

plicates her  already  difficult  uncle  problem.  Zasu  Pitts  is  amusing  as 
the  sharp-tongued  maid. 

Herbert  Wilcox  produced  and  directed  the  film.  Ken  Englund  pre- 
pared the  screenplay. 

Running  time,  96  minutes.  "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"Where  Did  You  Get  That  Girl?" 
(Universal) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  19. 

THIS  is  another  in  Universal's  series  of  films  based  on  modern 
versions  of  once  popular  songs.  In  this  instance,  the  song  by  Harry 

Puck  and  Bert  Kalmar  supplies  the  title  for  the  film,  which  depicts  the 
activities  of  a  group  of  New  York  youngsters.  After  borrowing  instru- 

ments from  a  pawn  shop,  they  form  a  band  and  attempt  to  get  on  a 
transcontinental  radio  program.  They  finally  reach  fame,  but  not  with- 

out becoming  innocently  involved  in  a  burglary,  being  sought  by  the 
police  and  entangling  themselves  comically. 

Leon  Errol  as  the  Scotch  pawnbroker,  Helen  Parrish  and  Charles 
Lang  as  the  romantic  interest,  and  Eddie  Quillan,  Franklyn  Pangborn, 
Stanley  Fields  and  Tom  Dugan  head  the  cast. 

"Sergeant  Swing"  and  "Rug  Cuttin'  Romeo,"  by  Milton  Rosen  and 
Everett  Carter,  are  the  other  two  songs  featured. 

Jay  Dratler,  Paul  Franklin  and  Stanley  Crea  Rubin,  in  adapting  the 
former's  original  story,  achieved  a  medley  of  song,  comedy  and  action. 
Arthur  Lubin  directed,  with  Joseph  G.  Sanford  as  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  67  minutes.  "G."  *  Vance  King 

Leaders  Laud 

O'Shea,  Bowen 

At  Luncheon 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
In  addressing  the  gathering,  Mr. 

Quigley  stated : 
"An  occasion  like  this  serves  to  re- 

mind us  of  the  reasons  why  our  coun- 
try is  called  the  land  of  opportunity. 

"The  occasion  may  also  well  remind 
us  that  the  industry  of  motion  pictures 
is  most  especially  a  business  of  oppor- 
tunity. 
"We  are  met  today  to  compliment 

and  congratulate  two  of  our  friends 
and  colleagues  of  the  industry  who 
have  done  exceedingly  well  by  the  op- 

portunities which  the  nation  and  the 
industry  have  afforded  to  them. 
"We  are  helping  Ted  O'Shea  and 

Jack  Bowen  to  mark,  today,  their  ad- 
vancement into  posts  of  greater  re- 

sponsibility and  greater  opportunity. 
These  advancements,  coming  as  they 
do  following  many  years  of  faithful, 
industrious  and  constructive  service  to 
the  business  of  motion  pictures,  carry 
inherent  guarantees  of  greater  accom- 

plishments on  the  part  of  Ted  O'Shea and  Jack  Bowen  in  the  years  to  come. 
"It  is  indeed  an  agreeable  privilege 

to  add  these  words  to  today's  rejoic- 
ing, alongside  of  very  hearty  best 

wishes  for  the  years  to  come." 
Rodgers  Speaks 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  of  M-G-M,  said  that  the 
great  gathering  of  friends  was  a  trib- 

ute to  the  two  men  and  the  work  they 
were  doing  for  themselves  and  the 
company.  He  stated  that  they  had 
earned  their  promotions  by  their  work, 
and  that  their  work  as  well  as  his  own 
and  the  work  of  other  executives  in 
the  company  was  inspired  by  the  lead- 

ership of  their  chief,  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck. 
Rodgers  also  stated  that  it  was 

heartening  to  see  so  many  in  the 
business,  buyers  and  sellers,  rub  el- 

bows together  in  friendship  at  affairs 
like  this,  and  that  if  there  were  some 
among  the  audience  who  expected  that 
he  would  address  the  gathering  on 
M-G-M's  1941  sales  terms,  they  would 
be  disappointed,  as  the  company's  plans are  not  yet  fully  set,  but  that  he  could 
say  this — "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  will 
not  be  sold  in  1940-41  at  70  percent. 

James  J.  Walker,  former  Mayor  of 
New  York  City,  also  paid  tribute  to 
the  type  and  purpose  of  the  affair  and 
said  he  had  a  "passing  notion  of  the 
consent  decree,"  and  that  he  was 
"glad  to  see  that  the  industry  intends to  be  cooperative  in  this  regard  and  is 
beginning  in  proper  style  by  holding 
luncheons  in  'groups  of  two.' " Louis  Nizer  also  touched  upon  the 
consent  decree  in  his  address  and 

spoke  of  the  industry's  cooperation with  the  Government  to  make  it  work- 
able. He  paid  tribute  to  O'Shea  and 

to  Bowen,  whom  he  described  as  hav- 
ing earned  their  promotions  "by  their 

reputations." Howard  Dietz  also  complimented 
the  guests  of  honor,  and  Samuel  Rinz- 
ler,  head  of  the  Randforce  Circuit, 
was  another  to  do  likewise. 

"While  I  was  awaiting  my  turn  to 
address  you,"  Rinzler  began,  "Harry Brandt  approached  me  and  asked  me 
to  be  brief — and  so,  after  having  stu- 

died Louis  Nizer's  book,  'Thinking 
on  Your  Feet,'   I  have  prepared  a 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

speech,  by  copying  half  or  more  of 
that  book,  so  if  you  will,  please  re- 

lax, I  will  talk  to  you  for  an  hour  or 
two.  Nizer's  book  will  teach  you  how 
to  speak  at  anything  from  a  Bar  Mitz- 
vah  to  a  wedding. 

"Before  I  walked  up  to  this  dais,  I 
met  Jack  Bowen,  and  he  looked  nerv- 

ous, and  I  asked  him : 
"  'Why  are  you  nervous  ?'  " 
"  'Because  I  have  to  make  a 

speech,' "  he  said. 
"  'Now,  don't  worry,'  I  told  him. 

'You  don't  have  to  make  a  speech. 
Ted  and  you  are  being  promoted  and 
honored  because  you  are  good  sales- 

men, not  because  you  should  make 
speeches.  Your  job  is  to  sell  pictures. 
Let  the  bosses  make  the  speeches.' " Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  New 
York  I.T.O.A.,  was  chairman  of  the 
luncheon  committee  and  toastmaster. 
He  complimented  the  committee  on 
its  work.  Arthur  Rapf  was  treasurer 
of  the  committee.  Joseph  J.  Lee  head- 

ed the  ticket  committee. 
Among  those  in  attendance,  in  addi- 

tion to  the  dais  guests  already  men- 
tioned, were:  T.  J.  Connors,  Edward 

Saunders,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Charles  C. 
Moskowitz,  Walter  Vincent,  Terry 

Ramsaye,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Colvin 

Brown,  Ed  Fay,  Maurice  Kann,  Jack 
Alicoate,  Fred  Schwartz,  Leo  Brecher, 
Ralph  Pielow,  Ben  Abner,  Bob  Wolf, 
William  Brandt,  David  Weinstock, 
Sam  Rosen,  William  Ferguson,  Louis 
Gans,  Joseph  Lee,  Morris  Sanders, 
W.  Heineman,  I  Hirsch,  J.  J.  Unger, 
M.  Kusell,  Morris  Kutinsky,  William 
Levine,  Harold  Rinzler,  Emanuel 
Frisch,  J.  M.  Springer,  Si  Seadler, 
Sam  Sax  and  J.  R.  Vogel. 

Garnett  Due  Tomorrow 
Tay  Garnett,  director,  arrives  here 

tomorrow  for  a  brief  vacation.  On 
his  return,  he  will  stop  off  at  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  for  the  opening  of  Richard  A. 
Rowland's  United  Artists  production, 
"Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,"  which  he directed. 

Ski  Film  at  55th  St. 

"They  Met  on  Skis,"  French  film, 
will  open  at  the  55th  St.  Playhouse  to- 

morrow, following  the  run  of  "The 
Man  of  the  Hour." 

Walter  Pidgeon  Here 
Walter  Pidgeon  arrived  last  night 

from  Washington.  He  will  return  to 
the  Coast  Sunday. 

U.  A.  Sales  Staffs 

Realigned;  Masters 

New  Western  Chief 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

tinues  as  Eastern  sales  manager.  The 
Canadian  district,  however,  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Eastern  division 
to  the  Western  division.  In  addition, 
the  Eastern  division  has  been  divided 
into  four  instead  of  three  districts, 
with  Arthur  Silverstone,  former  as-| 
sistant  to  Gold,  in  charge  of  the  new 
district.  The  Western  division  has 
been  divided  into  two  instead  of  three 
districts  in  the  United  States,  apart 
from  the  addition  of  the  Canadian  dis- 
trict. 

Managers  of  the  Eastern  districts 
are : 

Charles  Stern,  District  No.  1,  com- 
prising New  York,  New  Haven  and 

Boston ;  Arthur  Silvertsone,  District 
No.  2,  Philadelphia  and  Washington ; 
Bert  Stearn,  District  No.  3,  Pitts- 

burgh, Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Indian- 
apolis and  Buffalo;  Hugh  Owen,  Dis- 

trict No.  4,  Charlotte,  New  Orleans, 
Atlanta  and  Dallas. 

Managers  of  the  Western  districts : 
Irving  Schlank,  former  Chicago 

branch  manager,  in  charge  of  District 
No.  1,  comprising  Chicago,  Milwau- kee and  Minneapolis,  replacing  Jack 
Goldhar,  who  has  been  named  special 
field  representative  for  Masters ;  J.  S. 
Abrose,  former  Milwaukee  branch 
manager,  in  charge  of  District  No.  2, 
Omaha,  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis,  a 
newly  added  district  in  the  division; 
Ben  Fish,  continues  in  charge  of  Dis- 

trict No.  3,  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  Se- 

attle, and  Sam  Glazer,  in  charge  of 
District  No.  4,  Canada. 

Kelly  said  that  United  Artists  will 
augment  its  playdate  department  with 
additional  personnel  in  the  near  future 
and  that  promotions  of  salesmen  to 
branch  managerial  vacancies  will  be 
made  by  the  two  division  managers. 
He  said  that  all  appointments  will  be 
made  from  the  ranks,  and  paid  tribute 

to  the  "efficiency  and  effectiveness"  of 
the  company's  sales  personnel,  the 
majority  of  whom  have  been  with  the 
company  for  10  to  20  years. 

Independents'  1939 
Gross  Increased 

Washington,  Dec.  19. — -The  1939 
gross  of  214  independent  film  ex- 

changes in  the  country  was  $32,544,- 
000,  according  to  preliminary  figures 
of  the  United  States  Census  Bureau, 
disclosed  today.  This  compares  with 
$27,001,000  reported  by  165  exchanges in  1935. 

The  figures  disclosed  that  during 
1939,  214  independent  film  exchanges 
in  the  country  employed  an  average 
of  1,693  persons  last  year,  as  com- 

pared to  946  in  1935,  and  total  pay- 
rolls of  the  exchanges  for  the  two 

years  were  $4,107,000  against  $1,691,- 
000,  according  to  preliminary  figures. 

Bureau  officials  pointed  out  that  the 
figures  did  not  include  major  com-  \ 
panies,  since  they  are  covered  in  fig- 

ures on  manufacturers'  sales  branches, in  which  amusements  and  sporting 
goods  were  combined.  That  report 
showed  that  446  establishments  had 
sales  last  year  of  $322,918,000.  A  t 
breakdown  as  between  film  sales  and 
sporting  goods  was  not  available. 
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3 -Year  French  Film 

Supply  Is  Available 
Short  Subject  Reviews 'Kelly'  Draws 

Frisco  Lead 

With  $17,500 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  19. — "Little 
Nellie  Kelly"  and  "Dr.  Kildare's  Cri- 

sis" did  $17,500  at  the  Fox,  with  the 
.weather  fair  but  Christmas  shopping 
heavy.  "The  Great  Dictator"  ended four  weeks  at  the  United  Artists  with 
18,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  10-13 : 

"Remedy  for  Riches"  (RKO) 
GOLDEN   GATE — (2,850)    (35c-40c-55c)  7 

days.    Stage:    vaudeville.    Gross:  $13,500. 
(Average,  $15,000) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.   Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
FOX  —   (5,000)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $17,500.  (Average,  $16,000) 
"Margie"  (Univ.) 
"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,440)     (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days.   Gross:  $7,700.   (Average,  $8,000) 
"Tin   Pan   Alley"  (2&th-Fox) 
"Haunted   Honeymoon"  (M-G-M) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,740)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average, 
$11,500) 
"The  Great  Dictator"  (U.  A.) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (1,200)  (75c-$1.10)  7 

days,  4th  week.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average, 
$8,000) 
"Lady  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
ST.  FRANCIS — (1,400)  (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, 
$6,000) 
"Here  Comes  the  Navy"  (W.  B.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) WARFIELD — (2,680)    (15c-35c-40c-50c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $10,000.   (Average,  $12,000) 
"The  Baker's  Wife"  (Foreign) 
CLAY— (400)  (15c-35c-45c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.  Gross:  $700.  (Average,  $1,000) 

Kansas  City  Gross 

Ruined  by  Shopping 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  19. — Christmas 

shopping  cut  so  heavily  into  theatre 
business  here  that  no  theatre  suc- 

ceeded in  grossing  even  average  at  the 
box-office.  "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven" 
and  a  stage  show  at  the  Tower  drew 
the  best  comparative  gross,  $5,200. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  10-12 : 

"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c -44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$1,600.      (Average,  $2,200) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"The  Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date"  (Col.) 
MIDLAND — (4,000)      (28c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $7,S0O.    (Average,  $9,500) 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) 
NEWMAN— (1,900)   (28c-44c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.     Gross:  $4,700.     (Average,  $7,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM— (1,500)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $3,900.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
TOWER— (2,200)  (30c)  7  days.  Stage: Charlie  Moore  with  Suzie,  Wally  Rand,  and 

the  Three  Ross  Sisters.  Gross:  $5,200. 
(Average,  $6,000) 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
UPTOWN— (2,000)  (28c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $1,800.    (Average,  $3,000) 

Manages  Conn.  House 
Willim  antic,  Conn.,  Dec.  19. — 

Norbert  Aubin  is  the  new  manager 
of  Steve  Panora's  Strand,  succeeding Mike  Sabine,  resigned. 

Open  Two  in  Phila. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  19. — Warners 

will  reopen  two  neighborhood  houses 
on  Christmas  Day,  the  Alahambra 
and  Wishart. 

Although  French  production  is  vir- 
tually at  a  standstill,  there  is  a  three- 

year  supply  of  that  country's  product, dating  from  1937  to  1940,  which  still 
has  not  been  shown  in  this  country, 
according  to  I.  E.  Lopert,  distributor 
of  foreign  product. 
He  explains  the  situation  as  based 

on  the  fact  that  foreign  films  always 
have  been  brought  to  the  United  States 
several  years  after  their  release 
abroad.  Lopert's  viewpoint  is  at  vari- ance with  the  general  belief  that 
there  is  no  more  French  product  avail- 

able for  this  market. 
Among  the  French  films  cited  by 

Lopert  as  here  now,  being  held  in  cus- 
toms warehouses  or  en  route  here  via 

Canada  and  Latin  America  are : 
"Hotel  du  Nord,"  "Le  Roi  SAmuse," 
starring  Raimu,  which  had  a  long  run 
of  17  weeks  in  London ;  "Nine  Bache- 

lors," produced  by  Sascha  Guitry; 
"Schpountz,"  produced  by  Marcel 
Pagnol;  "Joffroi" ;  "Pepe  le  Moko," 
from  which  "Algiers"  was  made; 
"Pieges,"  with  Maurice  Chevalier; 
"Remorques,"  with  Jean  Gabin ; 
"L'Enfer  des  Anges"  and  others. 

'Story'  Draws  Big 
$17,000  Cincinnati 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  19. — "The  Phila- 
delphia Story"  pulled  a  tremendous 

$17,000  at  advanced  prices  at  the  RKO 
Palace,  where  it  is  set  for  an  indefinite 
stay.  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  had  a  big 
$6,300  second  week  at  Keith's,  but business  at  the  other  houses  was  not 
up  to  average. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  11-14: 

"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
RKO     ALBEE— (3,300)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $9,600.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  PALACE— (2,700)  (42c-60c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $17,000.  (Average,  at  33c-40c-50c, $10,000) 
'The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $2,400.   (Average,  $5,000) 
"Hit  Parade  of  1941"  (Rep.) 
RKO    GRAND— (1,450)     (33c-40c-50c)  7 days.   Gross:  $4,000. 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
RKO  LYRIC— (1,400)  (28c-33c)  7  days,  3rd 

week.   Gross:   $3,3000.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"The  Mummy's  Hand"  (Univ.)  * "Peny  Post"  (Univ.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  4  days. 

Gross:  $1,000.   (Average,  $1,200) 
"The  Fargo  Kid"  (RKO) 
"Dangerous  Cargo"   (Film  Alliance) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days Gross:  $800.  (Average,  $800) 

"Tin  Psr  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH'S— (1.500  )(33-40c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $6,300.   (Average.  $5,000) 

Indianapolis  Gives 

'Nellie  Kelly'  $8,500 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  19.  —  "Little 

Nellie  Kelly"  and  "Sky  Murder"  at 
Loew's  drew  $8,500  in  a  week  of  cold 
weather.  "The  Letter"  and  "I'm  No- 

body's Sweetheart  Now"  did  $6,000 at  the  Indiana. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  12-13  : "Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (ZOth-Fox) 
CIRCLE— (2,800)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $4,200.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"I'm  Nobody's  Sweetheart  Now"  (Univ.) 
INDIANA— (3,200)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $6,000.    (Average.  $5,500) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
"Sky  Murder"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,800)     (28c-33c-44c)     7  days. Gross:  $8,500.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 
LYRIC  —  (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Harry  Howard's  1941  "Hollywood Hotel"  Revue.  Gross:  $8,200.  (Average, 
$8,000) 

'Bring  Himself  Back 

Alive" 

(Paramount) 
Hyde  Skinner,  jungle  trapper,  is  the 

central  character  in  a  not  too  amusing 
cartoon.  Also  concerned  are  a  turtle 
employed  by  Skinner,  Leo  the  Lion 
and  others.  Skinner  attempts  to  trap 
Leo  but  is  caught  himself  and  with  a 
stick  of  dynamite  to  make  it  more  ef- 

fective.   Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Popular  Science  JO-3" (Paramount) 
A  splendid  assortment  of  subjects  is 

shown  in  color,  the  first  being  the  re- 
sults of  expert  cross-pollination  on  an 

Oklahoma  farm.  The  newly  developed 
rubber  hydrochloride  follows  and  then, 
for  sake  of  diversion,  the  crackpot 
"Wizard  of  Waukesha"  demonstrates 
a  device  to  prevent  lamb  chops  from 
burning.  The  cause  of  dust  explosions 
and  a  new  form  of  eye-glass  complete 
the  reel.  The  short  is  interesting  and 
will  probably  engage  the  attention  of 
all  audiences.    Running  time,  10  mins. 

'Chinese  Garden  Festival' 
(Republic) 
Harriet  Parsons  is  provided  with  an 

ideal  setting  for  the  initial  episode  in 
her  new  "Meet  the  Stars"  series,  a 
Chinese  garden  festival  at  Mary  Pick- 
ford's  celebrated  "Pickfair".  Film  per- sonalities are  seen  at  every  turn  of 
the  camera  while  Vera  Vague  and 
Cliff  Nazarro  interrupt  with  brief 
comedy  interludes.  Running  time,  10 mins. 

"Johnny  Messner  and  His 

Orchestra" 
(Paramount) 
A  swing  session  conducted  by  Maes- 

tro Messner  and  featuring  Jeanne 

D'Arcy,  vocalist,  and  "Professor  Kole- 
slaw,"  pianist,  this  "Headliner"  is  the typical  musical  short  embellished  with 
a  few  specialty  numbers.  The  tunes 
include  "Hit  the  Road,"  "Ain't  You 
Ashamed"  and  "The  Panic  is  On." 
Running  time,  11  mins. 

To  Reopen  Two  in  Ohio 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  19. — Ralph  Kins- 

ler,  general  manager  of  the  Pela 
Amusement  Co.,  has  disclosed  that 
the  500-seat  Lyric  in  suburban  Read- 

ing, and  the  750-seat  Pendrola,  in 
nearby  Lockland,  closed  by  the  com- 

pany a  few  years  ago,  will  be  reopened 
upon  completion  of  remodeling  now  in 

progress. 
Install  New  Sound  System 

Indianapolis,  Dec.  19. — In  order 
that  a  new  sound  system  can  be  in- 

stalled, the  3,200-seat  Indiana  has 
closed  for  a  short  time. 

Sell  Ironton,  Ohio,  House 
Ironton,  O.,  Dec.  19. — John  and 

Charles  Rist  have  sold  the  Capitol 
Theatre  building  here  to  M.  D.  Gar- 
red,  of  Ashland,  O.,  who  will  continue 
to  operate  the  house. 

"March  of  Time,  No.  5" (RKO) 

"Labor  and  Defense — 1941,"  as  the 
latest  March  of  Time  reel  is  called, 
is  an  excellent  birdseye  view  of  the 
growth  of  labor  organizations  during 
the  past  40  years  and  the  immediate 
problems  which  it  faces,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  defense  program.  On 
a  subject  concerning  which  there  is 
so  much  heated  and  partisan  feeling, 
it  is  likely  that  the  reel  may  become 
the  subject  of  much  discussion.  How- 

ever, a  real  effort  has  been  made  to 
steer  a  middle  course  and  the  subject 
probably  will  be  received  as  a  non- 

partisan narration  by  most. 
Included  in  the  reel  are  shots  of 

labor  riots,  scenes  during  the  first 
World  War,  and  pictures  of  Samuel 
Gompers,  Eugene  V.  Debs,  William 
Green,  John  L.  Lewis,  Philip  Murray 
and  Sidney  Hillman.  Interesting,  too, 
are  shots  of  labor  leaders  and  indus- 

trial executives  presenting  their  argu- 
ments and  a  scene  of  negotiators  at 

work  adjusting  the  differences.  A 
worthwhile  production  which  deserves 
good  screen  time.  Running  time,  19 mins. 

"Raggedy  Ann" (Paramount) 
This  two-reel  Fleischer  cartoon  in 

color  is  exceptionally  well  done  in  all 
departments  and  should  make  a  dis- tinctive addition  to  holiday  programs 
everywhere.  Beginning  with  an  adap- 

tation of  Tohnny  Gruelle's  "Raggedy 
Ann"  stories,  the  subject  has  been  giv- 

en particular  production  care  through- out with  the  result  that  it  takes  a 

place  among  the  better  animated  car- 
toons. 
The  story  concerns  a  pair  of  dolls, 

Raggedy  Ann  and  Raggedy  Andy,  and 
why  they  are  sewn  together  and  must 
never  be  separated.  The  little  girl 
who  visits  the  toy  shop  with  money 
enough  to  buy  only  one  of  them  is 
made  happy  by  receiving  the  pair  as  a 
gift  after  hearing  their  story.  Although 
obviously  suited  for  children,  the  pro- 

duction is  so  well  done  as  to  be  pleas- 
ing to  adults,  as  well.  Running  time, 

18  mins. 

Sells  Theatre  in  Iowa 
Primghar,  la.,  Dec.  19. — Joseph 

Steig,  who  has  operated  the  Time 
Theatre  here  for  the  past  four  years, 
has  sold  it  to  J.  R.  Richardson  of 
Yankton,  S.  D. 

Buys  Ontario  House 
Toronto,  Dec.  19. — Leonard  Lush 

has  sold  the  Berford  Theatre,  Wiarton, 
Ont.,  to  Sam  Merlina,  owner  of  the 
Uptown  Theatre,  Orangeville,  who 
will  personally  operate  the  house. 
James  Merlina,  a  brother,  will  as- sume the  management  of  the  Uptown 
at  Orangeville. 

Plan  House  in  Virginia 

Martinsville,  Va.,  Dec.  19.— Plans 
for  construction  of  a  new  theatre  in 
South  Martinsville,  to  cost  about 
$15,000,  have  been  set  by  Dr.  E.  M. 
McDaniel. 

Theatre  Changes 
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'Alley'  Draws 

Seattle  Lead 

With  $7,600 

Seattle,  Dec.  19. — "Tin  Pan  Alley' 
at  the  Fifth  Avenue  as  a  single  fea- 

ture took  $7,600.  Most  other  films 
were  below  normal,  with  holiday  shop 
ping  beginning  to  cut  into  box-office 
takes.  The  weather  was  clear  and  cold. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  13  : 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
BLUE  MOUSE— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c) -7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,800.  (Average 

$4,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FIFTH     AVENUE— (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 

65c)  7  days.   Gross:  $7,600.   (Average,  $7,000) 
"So  You  Won't  Talk"  (Col.) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,900.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (40c-50c-65c)  7  days, 

3rd  week.    Gross:  $4,100.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
"The  Lady  with  Red  Hair"  (RKO) 
ORPHEUM— (2,400)   (30c -40c -50c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $6,000) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
"The  Girl  from  Havana"  (Mono.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)     (20c-30c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    "Ice  Frolics"  on  stage.    Gross:  $4,- 900.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
"I'm  Still  Alive"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT  —  (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $5,300.    (Average,  $6,000) 

Providence  Gives 

'Story'  Big  $17,000 
Providence,  Dec.  19. — "The  Phila- 

delphia Story"  and  "Gallant  Sons," 
dualed  at  advanced  prices  at  Loew's 
State,  took  $17,000.  At  the  RKO  Al- 
bee,  "The  Long  Voyage  Home"  and 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  took  $7,300. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  11-12 : 

"The   Long   Voyage   Home"   (U.  A.) 
"Meet  the  Wildcat"  (Univ.) 
RKO    ALBEEE-(2,239)     (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.   Gross:   $7,300.   (Average,  $6,000  ) 
"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) 
"Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,232)   (35c-50c-65c)  7 days.  Gross:  $17,000.  (Average,  $11,000) 

"Lady  with  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
MAJESTIC— (2,250)    (28c-39c-50c)   7  days. Gross:  $4,000.   (Average,  $7,000) 

"Arizona"  (Col.) 
"Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
STRAND— (2,200)  (35c-50c-65c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $6,000) 
"Let  George  Do  It"  (Film  Alliance) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Gene  and 
Glen;  Gray  Gordon's  Tic-Toe  Orchestra; Buster  West  and  Lucille  Page;  and  The 
Four  Mills  Brothers.  Gross:  $3,700.  (Aver- 

age, $7,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Street  of  Memories"  (20th-Fox) 
CARLTON — (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)    7  days. 

2nd  week.   Gross:  $3,000.   (Average,  $3,500) 
"The  Trail  Blazers"  (Rep.) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (20th-Fox) 
FAY'S— (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)      7  days. Gross:  $2,900.  (Average,  $2,500) 

"They  Knew  What  They  Wanted"  (RKO) (3  days) 
"The  Great  Profile"  (20th-Fox)  (3  days) 
"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.)  (4  days) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE—  (2,200)  (20c-28c)  2nd  run. 

Gross:  $1,600.     (Average,  $1,700) 

20th-Fox  Renews  Leases 
A  10-year  lease  has  been  signed  by 

20th  Century-Fox  for  its  present  ex- 
change quarters  in  Indianapolis,  and 

a  five-year  lease  has  been  taken  on 
the  Calgary  office.  Both  will  be  re- 

modeled and  re-equipped,  and  the 
Calgary  quarters  enlarged. 

Showmanship  Flashes 

School  Tieup  Features 

Promotion  on  'Liberty' 
William  sport,  Pa.,  Dec.  19. — Wil- 

liam P.  Wilson,  manager  of  the  Rialto 
here,  devised  an  elaborate  campaign 
for  "Land  of  Liberty,"  the  M.  P.  P. 
D.  A. -sponsored  feature  released  by 
M-G-M.  Keynote  of  Wilson's  cam- 

paign was  the  school  angle,  with  a 
tieup  arranged  with  Dr.  A.  M. 
Weaver,  superintendent  of  schools 
here,  following  a  special  screening  at- 

tended by  civic  and  group  leaders  of 
the  city.  For  the  premiere  itself,  a 
parade  was  staged  to  the  theatre,  and 
the  lobby  was  appropriately  deco 
rated. 

Special  Midnight 

Showing  of  'Villain' 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  19. — Several  of 

the  Warner  houses  in  Wisconsin,  in- 
cluding the  Venetian  in  Racine  and 

the  Sheboygan  in  Sheboygan,  in  ex- 
ploiting "The  Villain  Still  Pursued 

Her"  played  the  film  at  a  special  mid- 
night old  time  show  in  connection  with 

a  number  of  old  films  including  the 
Jack  Dempsey  and  Jess  Willard  fight 
pictures  and  a  barber  shop  quartette 
on  the  stage. 

Contest  and  Store  Tieup 

Employed  'Bitter  Sweet' 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  19. — An  arrange- 

ment with  the  St.  Louis  Star-Times 
for  a  turkey  coloring  contest  high- 

lighted the  exploitation  campaign  on 
"Bitter  Sweet,"  at  Loew's  State.  Stores 
cooperated  in  the  full-page  ad,  which 
exploited  the  film.  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald  made  a  personal  appearance 
for  a  night  at  a  recital  a  few  nights 
before  the  film  opened,  and  Adver- 

tising Director  James  Harris  distri- 
buted heralds  announcing  the  film  at 

the  concert.  Also,  Harris  had  an- 
nouncements imprinted  on  menus  in 

30  Walgreen  stores. 

Chocolate  Wrappers 

Plug  'Bitter  Sweet' 
A  "natural"  tieup  arranged  by 

M-G-M  with  the  manufacturers  of 
Hershey  and  Suchard  chocolates  was 
that  on  "Bitter  Sweet."  The  wrap- 

pers of  the  small  tablets  of  candy  of 
the  bitter  sweet  variety  were  im- 

printed with  copy  on  the  picture. 

Staten  Island  Campaign 

Employed  for  'Rockne' Warners'  "Knute  Rockne-All  Amer 

ican,"  playing  at  Fabian's  St.  George 
Theatre,  Staten  Island,  was  accorded 
a  special  promotional  campaign  key 
noted  by  Borough  President  Joseph 

Palma,  who  set  aside  "Knute  Rockne 
Week."  A  full  page  tribute  to  the 
late  coach  was  inserted  in  the  Staten 
Island  papers,  and  reproductions  were 
placed  in  the  lobbies  of  other  Fabian 
houses  in  the  area.  School  tieups  also 
were  arranged.  The  campaign  was 
handled  by  Edgar  Goth,  publicity 
director,  and  Arthur  Lane,  manager 
of  the  house. 

Calling  Cards  Used 
On  'You'll  Find  Out' 

Omaha,    Dec.    19.  —  To  publicize 
"You'll  Find  Out,"  Louise  Cotter  of 
the    Brandeis    Theatre    had  calling 

cards  printed  with  the  words  "You Find  Out"  in  black  letters.    In  the 
corner  was  the  theatre's  phone  nura ber  in  small  figures.    The  house  re 
ported  it  received  many  calls. 

Employ  Stage  Wedding 
For  'Hired  Wife'  Run 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  19.— The  Kes- 
wick, in  the  suburban  Glenside  sec- 
tion, promoted  a  real  stage  wedding 

in  conjunction  with  the  showing  of 
"Hired  Wife."  Rosalind  Russell, 
star  of  the  picture,  made  a  gift  of 
$100  to  the  bride  and  groom,  a 
check  for  which  was  telegraphed 
to  the  couple  from  the  Universal 
studios. 

'Laugh  Clinic'  Used  for •Road  Show'  Opening 

When  the  Hal  Roach-U.  A.  film, 
"Road  Show,"  opened  at  the  Stanley  in 
Pittsburgh,  Frank  N.  Seltzer,  Roach 
publicity  director,  concentrated  on  the 
laugh  angles  of  the  picture  He  set 
up  "laugh  clinics"  in  the  lobby  of  the 
house,  in  Gimbel's  department  store and  in  a  special  trailer  sent  through 
the  city.  Also,  a  phonograph  record 
on  cardboard,  but  perfectly  "playable," containing  recordings  on  two  of  the 
picture's  songs,  have  been  sent  to exhibitors. 

'Howards'  Scores 

$7,300  in  Toronto 
Toronto,  Dec.  19. — "The  Howards 

of  Virginia"  on  a  dual  bill  at  the  Im- 
perial drew  $7,300.  "Escape"  garnered 

$7,100  for  the  second  week  at  Loew's. 
Bad  weather  and  shopping  hurt  busi- ness. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12-14: 

"The  Howards  of  Virginia"  (Col.) 
'Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 
IMPERIAL— (3.373)    (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  6 days.    Gross:  $7,300.    (Average,  $9,000) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,074)  (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  6 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $7,100.  (Average, 

$9,000) 
"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's"  (Para.) 
SHEA'S— (2,663)   (15c-25c-40c-50c)  6  days. Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $7,500) 

"City  for  Conquest"  (W.  B.) 
Down  Argentine  Way"  (ZOth-Fox) 
TIVOLI— (1,434)     (15c-25c-40c)    6  days. Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $3,900) 

"Let  George  Do  It*-'  (British) 
UPTOWN— (2,761)  (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  6 

lays,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average, ;9,000) 

'Suez/  Stage  Show 

$14,500,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Dec.  19.  —  Christmas 

shopping  has  cut  into  attendance. 
"South  of  Suez,"  with  George  White's 
"Scandals"  on  the  RKO  Palace  stage, 
drew  $14,500.  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  in  its  second  week  at  the  Still- man  made  $5,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12 : 

"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd week.    Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $4,000) 

"Tin  Para  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME — (3.800)  (33c- 

39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $10,500.  (Average, 
$11,000) "South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 
RKO    PALACE  —  (3,100)  (33c-47c-55c) 

"Scandals"  on  stage.    7  days.    Gross:  $14,- 500.    (Average,  $13,500) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)    (33c-39c-47c)  7 days.    Gross:  $8,000.    (Average,  $11,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN-(1,900)  (33c-39c- 

47c)  7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,000. (Average,  $4,000) 

Minneapolis 

Gives  'Burma9 Good  $13,500 

Minneapolis,  Dec.  19. — Pre-Christ- 
mas  shopping  held  grosses  down  here. 
"Moon  Over  Burma"  and  a  stage 
show  headed  by  Billy  Gilbert,  took| 
$13,500  at  the  Orpheum. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  13 : 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
STATE— (2,300)  (28c-39c-44c)  7  days. Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $5,500) 

'Moon  Over  Burma"  (Para.) 
ORPHEUM— (2,800)  (28c-39c-44c)  7  days. 

Billy  Gilbert  in  person,  Jan  Garber  O'rch., stage  show.  Gross:  $13,500.  (Average, 

$5,500) 

"Wight  Train"  (ZCth-l-ox) 
WORLD— (350)    (28c-39c-44c-55c)   7  days. Gross:  $1,800.    (Average,  $1,600) 

"Arise  My  Love"  (Para.) 
CENTURY— (1,600)  (35c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
GOPHER-(998)     (28c)    7    days.  Gross: 

$2,500.    (Average,  $2,500) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.) 

"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
ASTER— (900)  (15c-28c)  5  days.  Gross: 

$1,400.    (Average,  $1,800) 

'Police'  Pittsburgh 

Winner  at  $17,000 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  19. — Holdovers  of 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  at 
Loew's  Penn  and  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  at the  Senator  grossed  $17,000  and  $6,500, respectively. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12 : "Hit  Parade"  (Rep.) 

FULTON— (1,800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: $4,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  PENN— (3,400)  (30c-40c-60c)  7 days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $17,000.  (Average, $13,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

RITZ— (800)     (28c-39c-5Sc)     7    days,  3rd week.    Gross:  $3,800.    (Average,  $3,500) 
"Tin,  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
SENATOR— (1,700)  (28c-39c-S5c)  7  days, jnd  week.  Gross:  $6,500.  (Average,  $4,000) "Read  Show"  (U.  A.) 

STANLEY— (3,600)    (28c-39c-55c).  Gross: $12,000.    (Average,  $13,000) 'Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
'Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c -44c)  7  days.  Gross: $4,200.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Tin  Pan  Alley'  Gets 

$9,500  in  New  Haven 
New  Haven,  Dec.  19.— "Tin  Pan 

Alley"  and  "Charter  Pilot"  took 
$9,500  at  the  Loew-Poli.  The  Para- 

mount, with  "North  West  Mounted 
Police"  and  "Cross  Country  Ro- 

mance," held  over  for  a  second  week, 
grossed  $5,000.  Good  weather  brought 
excellent  week-end  business,  but  mid- 

week fell  off  due  to  Christmas  shop- 

ping. Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12: 

Bitter  Sweep'  (M-G-M Angels  Over  Broadway"  (Col.) 
COLLEGE— (1,499)   (39c-50c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $2,000.  (Average,  $2,700) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
LOEW-POLI  —  (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $9,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Cross  Country  Romance"  (RKO) 
PARAMOUNT— (2,348)  (35c-44c-50c-65c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,000.  (Average, 
$4,000) 
"Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) "Dreaming  Out  Loud"  (RKO) 
ROGER  SHERMAN—  (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $5,000) 
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Jack  Benny 

Leads  Radio 

Stars  of  1940 

Dinah  Shore 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
selected  as  the  Most  Effective  Film 
Player  on  the  Air. 
]  Bob  Hope  was  selected  as  the  Best 
Comedian,  Fanny  Brice  as  Best  Co- 

medienne, and  Fibber  McGee  &  Molly 
as  the  Best  Comedy  Team.  Bing 
Crosby  and  Kate  Smith  again  won 
top  spots  as  popular  masculine  and 
feminine  vocalists,  respectively,  with 
Richard  Crooks  and  Margaret  Speaks 
winning  on  the  classical  side. 
Raymond  Gram  Swing  rose  from 

fourth  place  to  first  among  the  com- 
mentators, with  Bill  Stern  in  the  lead 

for  Best  Sports  Announcer,  and  Don 
Wilson  as  Best  Announcer. 

Lux  Theatre  Wins 

The  Best  Dramatic  Show,  according 
to  the  editors,  is  the  "Lux  Radio  The- 

atre," a  peren- nial favorite,  and 
"One  Man's 
Family"  drew 
top  honors  as 
Best  Dramatic 

Series.  The  "Al- 
drich  Family" was  voted  tops 
among  Comedy 
Series. 
The  biggest 

total  was  rolled 

up  by  "Infor- mation, Please," voted  Best  Quiz 
Program,  and 

"Vic  and  Sade"  was  named  best  among 
the  Monday-through-Friday  daytime 
serials. 

Best  Educational  Program  is  the 
CBS  "American  School  of  the  Air," 
which  has  been  recognized  in  many 
states  as  part  of  the  regular  curricu- 

lum and  now  is  playing  an  important 
part  in  cultural  relations  with  Latin 
America.  Ireene  Wicker  drew  top 
honors  for  the  Best  Children's  Pro- 

gram with  her  show,  "The  Singing 
Lady." 
Glenn  Miller's  orchestra  was  her- 

alded as  best  among  the  swing  bands 
and  Guy  Lombardo  was  similarly 
honored  for  the  Best  Radio  Orches- 

tra (Popular).  Kay  Kyser's  "College 
of  Musical  Knowledge"  drew  top rank  for  the  best  popular  musical 
show. 

The  New  York  Philharmonic-Sym- 
phony Orchestra  was  voted  the  Best 

Padio  Orchestra  in  the  classical  divi- 
sion, while  the  "Ford  Sunday  Even- 

ing Hour"  drew  the  plaudits  for  being the  Best  Musical  Show  on  the  classi- 
cal side. 

With  war  and  politics  occupying 
most  of  the  special  events  time  over 
all  networks,  the  CBS  "European 
Roundup"  was  voted  best. 

Hope  and  Crosby  Close 
Following  closely  on  the  heels  of 

Benny,  in  the  open  championship  class, 
were  Bob  Hope,  Bins:  Crosby  and 
Bergen,  in  that  order.  Fred  Allen  and 
Helen  Hayes  were  tied  for  the  fifth 
place. 

Jack  Benny  trailed  Hope,  however, 
as  Best  Comedian.  In  third  place  was 
Fred  Allen,  followed  by  Bergen.  Ed- 

(Continued  on  following  page) 

The  Champions  of  Radio  for  1940 

Bob  Hope Bing  Crosby Charlie  McCarthy 

CHAMPION  OF  CHAMPIONS 
Jack  Benny Bob  Hope 
Bing  Crosby 
Edgar  Bergen  (Charlie  McCarthy) 
Fred  Allen     7     .  , 

Helen  Hayes  J  tied SEASON'S  OUTSTANDING  NEW 
STAR 

Dinah  Shore 
Yvette 
Helen  Hayes 
Carol  Bruce  1 
Wendell  L.  Willkie  ) 

tied 

COMEDIANS 
Bob  Hope 
Jack  Benny 
Fred  Allen 
Edgar  Bergen  (Charlie  McCarthy) 
Eddie  Anderson  (Rochester) 

COMEDIENNES 
Fannie  Brice  (Baby  Snooks) 
Gracie  Allen 
Mary  Livingstone 
Marion  Jordan  (Molly  McGee) 
Jane  Ace Portland  Hoffa  S 

tied 

COMEDY  TEAMS 
Fibber  McGee  &  Molly 
Burns  &  Allen 
Brenda  &  Cobina 
Abbott  &  Costello  1 
Amos  'n'  Andy  \  tied 
Benny  &  Livingstone  J 

COMEDY  SERIES 
Aldrich  Family 
Jack  Benny  Jello 
Bob  Hope 
Easy  Aces  ] 
Fred  Allen  Texaco  \  tied 

Star  Theatre  J 

VOCALISTS:  MALE 
(Popular) 

Bing  Crosby 
Kenny  Baker 
Lanny  Ross 
Frank  Parker 
Frank  Munn 

VOCALISTS:  FEMALE 
(Popular) 

Kate  Smith 
Dinah  Shore 
Connie  Boswell  1 
Frances  Langford  f 
Ginny  Simms  1 
Bea  Wain  f 

tied 

tied 

VOCALISTS:  MALE 
(Classical) 

Richard  Crooks 
Tames  Melton 
Tohn  Charles  Thomas 
Nelson  Eddy  1 
Lawrence  Tibbett  J 

VOCALISTS:  FEMALE 
(Classical) 

Margaret  Speaks 
Lily  Pons 
Lucille  Manners  1 
Jessica  Dragonette  J 
Grace  Moore 

tied 

tied 

FILM  PLAYERS  ON  AIR 
Edward  G.  Robinson 
Don  Ameche 
Basil  Rathbone 
Bing  Crosby Bette  Davis  ]    tj  d 

Helen  Hayes  { 

DRAMATIC  SHOWS 
Lux  Radio  Theatre 
Helen  Hayes  Theatre 
Arch  Oboler's  Everyman's  Theatre First  Nighter 
Columbia  Workshop 

DRAMATIC  SERIES 
One  Man's  Family 
Big  Town Aldrich  Family 
Cavalcade  of  America  1 
Second  Husband  }  tied 
Those  We  Love  J 

DAYTIME  SERIALS 
Vic  &  Sade 
Big  Sister  ] 
Goldbergs        \  tied 
Mary  Marlin  j 
Bachelor's  Children  ] 
Life  Can  Be  Beautiful  r  tied O'Neills  J 

DANCE  ORCHESTRAS 
(Popular) 

Guy  Lombardo 
Wayne  King   }      •  , 

Fred  Waring  )  tlecl 
Kay  Kyser 
Tommy  Dorsey  )  •  , 

'Glenn  Miller      \  tlea DANCE  ORCHESTRAS (Swing) 
Glenn  Miller 
Tommy  Dorsey 
Benny  Goodman Artie  Shaw 

Jimmie  Lunceford 
MUSICAL  PROGRAMS 

(Popular) 
College  of  Musical  Knowledge Fred  Waring 

Kraft  Music  Hall  \  tied 
Your  Hit  Parade  | 
Musical  Americana 

ANNOUNCERS 
Don  Wilson 
Harry  von  Zell 
Milton  Cross 
Ken  Carpenter 
Bob  Trout 

Fred  Allen Helen  Hayes 

QUIZ  PROGRAMS Information,  Please Dr.  I.  Q. 

Take  It  or  Leave  It 
College  of  Musical  Knowledge 

Prof.  Quiz  1  tied 

Quiz  Kids  { 

COMMENTATORS 
Raymond  Gram  Swing 
Lowell  Thomas 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn 
Elmer  Davis 
Gabriel  Heatter  { 
Wythe  Williams  } 

tied 

SPORTS  ANNOUNCERS Bill  Stern 
Ted  Husing 

Red  Barber 
Stan  Lomax  ) Bob  Trout  j 

tied 

ORCHESTRAS 
(Classical) 

N.  Y.  Philharmonic-Symphony NBC  Symphony 

Frank  Black's  Cities  Service 
Ford  Sunday  Evening  Hour 
Andre  Kostelanetz  ] 
Paige's  Musical  Americana  \  tied 
Wallenstein's  Firestone 

MUSICAL  PROGRAMS 
(Classical) 

Ford  Sunday  Evening  Hour 
N.  Y.  Philharmonic  Symphony NBC  Symphony      )  tjed 

Voice  of  Firestone  J 
Cities  Service 
Metropolitan  Opera  \  tied 
Telephone  Hour  J 

CHILDREN'S  PROGRAMS 
Singing  Lady  (Ireene  Wicker) Coast-to-Coast  on  a  Bus 

(Milton  Cross)  I 
Let's  Pretend  (Nila  Mack)  \  tied 
Quiz  Kids  I 
Tom  Mix's  Straight  Shooters 
EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS 
American  School  of  the  Air  (CBS) 
University  of  Chicago  Roundtable 
Information.  Please 
American  Forum  of  the  Air  ] 
American  Town  Meeting      \  tied 

of  the  Air  J 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 
CRS — European  Roundup 
CBS,  MBS,  NBC— Conventions  and Election  Returns 
NBC — Graf  Sfiee  Scuttling 
NBC — War  Coveraare 
NBC — Refugee  Children  Telephone Talks 
CRS.  MBS.  NBC— War  Coverage 
NBC— Draft  Drawings 
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Jack  Benny 

Leads  Radio 

Stars  of  1940 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

die  Anderson,  as  Benny's  valet  Roch- 
ester, stepped  in  with  the  leaders  to 

take  fifth  place. 
Gracie  Allen  was  runner-up  to 

Miss  Brice  as  Best  Comedienne. 
Mary  Livingstone  was  third,  Marion 

Jordan  (Molly  M'cGee)  fourth,  with Jane  Ace  and  Portland  Hoffa  tied  for 
fifth. 
Burns  &  Allen  followed  Fibber 

McGee  &  Molly  in  the  ratings  for 
Best  Comedy  Team.  Brenda  &  Co- 
bina  placed  third,  and  Amos  'n'  Andy, 
Abbott  &  Costello  and  Benny  &  Liv- 

ingstone were  in  a  triple  tie  for 
fourth  place. 

Best  Comedy  Series 

Benny's  Jello  series  was  given  the 
second  place  spot  behind  the  "Aldrich 
Family"  as  the  best  Comedy  Series. 
The  Bob  Hope  show  for  Pepsodent 
was  third,  while  Fred  Allen's  "Texaco 
Star  Theatre"  and  the  "Easy  Aces" tied  for  fourth. 
Yvette,  the  golden-haired  songs- 

tress, was  voted  by  the  editors  as 
the  second  Outsanding  New  Star  of 
the  Season.  Helen  Hayes  was  third 
and  Carol  Bruce,  fourth.  That  the  po- 

litical campaign  left  its  mark  on  the 
minds  of  the  editors  was  reflected  in 
the  fact  that  Wendell  L.  Willkie  re- 

ceived enough  votes  to  tie  for  the 
fourth  position  in  this  classification. 
Kenny  Baker  followed  Crosby  as 

the  Best  Male  Vocalist  (Popular). 
Lanny  Ross  was  third,  Frank  Parker, 
fourth,  and  Frank  Munn,  fifth. 

Miss  Shore's  rapid  rise  to  stardom 
on  the  airwaves  gave  her  not  only 
the  top  rating  for  outstanding  new 
star,  but  also  gave  her  second  place 
to  Miss  Smith  as  Best  Female  Vo- 

calist (Popular).  Connie  Boswell  and 
Frances  Langford  were  tied  for  third 
position  and  Ginny  Simms  and  Bea 
Wain  were  tied  for  fifth. 

Crooks  Leads  Vocalists 

Richard  Crooks,  best  of  the  male 
vocalists  on  the  classical  side,  was 
followed  by  James  Melton,  John 
Charles  Thomas  and  Nelson  Eddy 
and  Lawrence  Tibbett,  the  last  two 
tied  for  fourth  place. 

Still  on  the  classical  side,  but  with 
the  feminine  artists  this  time,  Lily 
Pons  follows  Miss  Speaks  among  the 
vocalists.  Lucille  Manners  and  Jes- 

sica Dragonette  were  tied  for  third 
place  and  Grace  Moore  was  fifth. 
Lowell  Thomas  retained  second 

place  among  the  commentators.  H.  V. 
Kaltenborn  was  third,  Elmer  Davis, 
fourth,  while  Gabriel  Heatter  and 
Wythe  Williams  tied  for  fifth. 
Ted  Husing  was  a  close  runner-up 

to  Stern  as  Best  Sports  Announcer. 
Red  Barber  placed  third  and  Stan  Lo- 
max  and  Bob  Trout  finished  in  the 
money  by  tieing  for  fourth.  Lomax. 
a  WOR  snortscaster,  was  the  only 
non-network  star  to  take  a  place  in 
the  poll. 

Following-  Robinson  as  the  Most 
Effective  Film  Player  on  the  Air 
were  Don  Ameche,  Basil  Rathbone 
and  Bing  Crosby,  in  that  order.  Bette 
Davis  and  Miss  Hayes  tied  for_  fifth 
place. 
The  popularity  among  editors  and 

the   people  who  buy   the  sponsors' 

'The  Old  Foolishness' 
At  Windsor  Tonight 
John  Golden  will  present  a 

new  play  by  Paul  Vincent 
Carroll,  "The  Old  Foolish- 

ness," tonight  at  the  Windsor 
Theatre.  A  comedy  -  drama, 
the  play  has  been  supervised 
and  directed  by  Rachel 
Crothers.  The  cast  includes 
Sally  O'Neil,  Roy  Roberts, 
Margery  Maude,  Sean  Dillon, 
Vincent  Donehue,  Edwin 
Gramercy,  Laurence  C. 
O'Brien  and  Guerita  Don- 

nelly. Bernard  Simon  is  press 
representative  for  the  show. 

goods  has  changed  little  with  respect 
to  announcers.  Wilson,  who  has  won 
this  poll  since  1936,  was  followed  in 
the  top  ranking  by  Harry  von  Zell, 
Milton  Cross,  Ken  Catpenter  and  Bob 
Trout. 

Another  repeated  favorite  is  the  "Lux 
Radio  Theatre"  which  was  followed 
in  the  Best  Dramatic  Show  classifica- 

tion by  the  new  "Helen  Hayes  The- 
tre,"  Arch  Oboler's  "Everyman's 
Theater,"  "First  Nighter"  and  "Col- 

umbia Workshop." 
Criticize  Daytime  Serials 

Following  "One  Man's  Family"  as 
Best  Dramatic  Series  were  "Big 
Town"  and  the  "Aldrich  Family,"  in 
that  order.  "Cavalcade  of  America," 
"Second  Husband"  and  "Those  We 
Love"  were  tied  for  fourth  place. 

In  second  place  among  quiz  pro- 
grams was  "Dr.  I.Q."  followed  by 

"Take  It  or  Leave  It"  and  "College 
of  Musical  Knowledge."  "Prof.  Quiz" 
and  the  "Quiz  Kids"  were  tied  for fifth  place. 

Editors  who  frequently  criticize  the 
daytime  program  material,  marked 
their  ballots  with  a  number  of  asides 

concerning  the  daytime  serials.  "Big 
Sister,"  "The  Story  of  Mary  Marlin" 
and  "The  Goldbergs"  were  in  a  triple 
tie  for  second  place  behind  "Vic  and 
Sade."  Also  in  a  triple  tie,  but  for 
fifth  place,  were  "Bachelor's  Chil- 

dren," "Life  Can  Be  Beautiful"  and 
"The  O'Neill's." 

"University  of  Chicago  Round- 
table"  was  voted  second  in  the  Best 
Educational  Program  series.  Ap- 

parently of  the  opinion  that  education 
can  be  absorbed  in  a  number  of  ways, 

the  editors  gave  "Information,  Please" 
third  place,  while  "American  Forum 
of  the  Air"  and  "American  Town 
Meeting  of  the  Air"  were  tied  for fourth. 

Following  Miss  Wicker's  "The 
Singing  Lady"  as  Best  Children's 
Program  were  "Coast-to-Coast  on  a 
Bus"  (Milton  Cross),  "Let's  Pretend" 
(Nila  Mack),  and  "Quiz  Kids,"  all  in a  triple  tie  for  second  place,  and 
"Tom  Mix's  Straight  Shooters"  in 
fifth  place. 

Popular  dance  bands  rated  in  this 
order  behind  Guv  Lombardo :  Wayne 
King  and  Fred  Waring,  tied  for  sec- 

ond, Kay  Kyser,  third,  and  Tommy 
Dorsev  and  Glenn  Millier,  tied  for 
fourth. 

Miller,  who  tonped  the  swing  bands, 
was  followed  by  Tommv  Dorsey. 
P-ennv  Goodman,  Artie  Shaw  and 
Timmie  Lnnceford.  Richard  Himber 
iu""t  missed  the  first  five. 
The  Fred  Waring  show,  "Kraft 

Music  Hall"  and  "Your  Hit  Parade" 
were  in  a  triple  tie  for  second  place 

$480,000  from  One 

Client  on  Mutual 

Breakdown  of  the  first  11  months' 
gross  billings  on  Mutual  revealed  yes 
terday  that  Wander  Co.  spent  $480, 
555,  giving  it  the  status  of  the  lead 
ing  client  on  that  network.  Blackett 
Sample-Hummert,  which  placed  the 
same  amount  of  business,  was  the  lead 
ing  agency.  Second  were  Bayuk  Cigars 
with  $467,064  and  Ivey  &  Ellington, 
the  agency,  with  the  same  amount. 

Third  among  the  clients  was  Gospel 
Broadcasting  Association,  $343,661 ; 
General  Cigar,  $298,058;  General 
Baking,  $184,221 ;  Macfadden  Publica- 

tions, $182,403;  Richfield  Oil,  $170,- 
691 ;  American  Safety  Razor,  $115,- 
556 ;  Wheeling  Steel,  $107.095 ;  Luth- 

eran Laymen's  League,  $98,189. 
R.  H.  Alber  Co.  was  third  among 

the  agencies  with  $354,854;  J.  Walter 
Thompson,  $300,061 ;  Erwin,  Wasey, 
$237,254;  Sherman  K.  Ellis,  $189,366; 
Batten,  Barton,  Durstine  &  Osborne, 
$184,221 ;  Ruthrauff  &  Ryan,  $156,102; 
Critchfield  &  Co.,  $121,465,  and  Fed- 

eral, $115,556. 
Only  the  first  10  in  each  classifica- 

tion were  included  in  the  breakdown. 

behind  "College  of  Musical  Knowl- 
edge" as  the  Best  Musical  Show 

(Popular).  "Musical  Americana" came  fifth. 
The  NBC  Symphony  Orchestra 

was  rated  second  among  the  classical 
radio  orchestras.  Frank  Black's "Cities  Service"  orchestra  was  third, 
the  Ford  "Sunday  Evening  Hour" orchestra  was  fourth  while  Andre 
Kostelanetz's  orchestra,  Raymond 
Paige's  "Musical  Americana"  or- 

chestra and  Alfred  Wallenstein's 
"Voice  of  Firestone"  orchestra  were 
tied  for  fifth  place. 

The  "Ford  Sunday  Evening  Hour," 
which  was  selected  as  the  Best  Musi- 

cal Show  (Classical),  was  followed 
by  the  N.  Y.  Philharmonic- Symphony 
Sunday  afternoon  broadcasts  in  sec- 

ond place,  the  NBC  Symphony  and 
"Voice  of  Firestone,"  tied  for  third, 
and  "Cities  Service,"  the  Metropoli- 

tan Opera  broadcasts  and  the  "Tele- 
phone Hour,"  tied  for  fifth. 

War  coverage,  politicial  conven- tions and  election  returns  were  almost 
exclusively  the  items  cited  by  the  edi- 

tors voting  on  special  events.  Al- 
though the  ballots  requested  designa- 

tion by  network,  the  second  greatest 
°toud  of  votes  was  for  convention  and 

election  coverage  with  "all  networks" 
noted  on  the  ballots.  The  CBS  "Eu- 

ropean Roundup"  was  in  first  place. 
Among  others  items  cited  as  out- 

standing were  the  NBC  (1939')  descrip- tion of  the  scuttling  of  the  Graf  Sfiee. 
general  NBC  war  coverage,  and  NBC 
broadcasts  of  refugee  children  speak- 

ing to  their  parents  in  England.  Out- 
side of  the  war  and  politics,  the  only 

^ther  event  to  get  snecial  citation  was 
fhe  NBC  coverage  of  the  draft  draw- 

■ngs. 

Films  Top  Orphan 

Party  of  Governor 
Albany,  Dec.  19.— Mrs.  Her- bert H.  Lehman,  wife  of  New 

York's  Governor,  is  supple, 
menting  her  usual  Christmas 
party  for  orphans  Monday  at 
the  Executive  Mansion  with 
a  motion  picture  show.  Ar- 

ranged by  Charles  Smakwitz, 
Warner  district  manager,  the 
program  will  be  topped  by 
"Thief  of  Bagdad,"  obtained 
from  Monroe  Greenthal,  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  head 
of  United  Artists. 

Time  Sues  on  Name 

Time.  Inc.,  publisher  of  Time  mag- 
azine, in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  yes- 

terdav  sued  Time  Abroad,  Inc.,  for 
$5,000  damages  and  an  injunction 
against  the  sale  of  recordings  dram- 

atizing foreign  events.  Time  charges 
the  style  is  similar  to  "The  March  of 
Time"  and  the  effect  confusing  to  the 
public  also  because  of  the  name  sim- ilarity. 

Music  War  Centers 

On  Radio  Stations 
(Continued  from  page  D 

for  the  past  three  weeks  but  no  final 
decision  has  been  made.  Edward  J. 
Noble,  who  takes  over  WMCA  on 
Dec.  31,  declared  that  he  knew  noth- 

ing about  the  situation  and  that  he 
would  make  no  statement  on  Ascap 
until  the  formal  papers  were  signed 
on  Dec.  31. 

The  four  Boston  stations,  however, 
are  regarded  as  an  important  advance 
for  Ascap.  It  was  said  that  these  sta- 

tions intend  an  elaborate  promotion 
campaign  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  thev  will  have  Ascap  music  after 
the  year's  end.  Newspaper  ads  and 
sound  trucks  will  be  used,  it  was  said, 
and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  win 
over  the  network  station  audiences. 

Meanwhile,  BMI  disclosed 
that  553  stations  had  either 
signed  contracts  for  BMI  mu- sic after  Jan.  1  or  had  pledged 
themselves  definitely  to  sign. 
Conferences  between  Government 

officials  and  Ascap  representatives  in 
Washington  'were  described  in  the 
capital  as  in  no  sense  general  meet- 
gs  but  rather  discussions  with  one  or 

two  men  at  a  time.  Although  Gov- 
ernment officials  maintained  a  strict 

silence  on  the  entire  Ascap  matter,  it 
was  learned  that  the  Government  is 
conferring  with  those  whom  it  con- 

siders representative  of  the  "reason- 
able" group  in  Ascap.  The  hope  has 

been  expressed  that  this  group  will  be 
sble  to  prevail  against  the  faction 
which  is  determined  to  fight  against 
acceptance  of  a  decree. 

FCC  Sets  Hearing 

On  Trenton  Station 

Washington,  Dec.  19. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  to- 

day tentatively  set  for  hearing  Jan.  29 
the  contesting  applications  of  Station 
WTNJ  and  the  Trent  Broadcast 
Corp.  for  a  1,230-kilocycle,  1,000-watt station  in  Trenton,  N.  J. 

It  also  announced  that  on  Feb.  3  it 
would  hear  the  applications  of  Pan- American  Broadcasting  System,  Inc., 

for  a  1,420-kilocycle,  250-watt  station 
at  Hollywood,  Fla. ;  Atlantic  Broad- 

casting Corp.  for  a  1,280-kilocycle  sta- tion at  Miami  with  500  watts  night, 

1,000  watts  day;  Seaboard  Broadcast- 
ing Corp.  for  a  1,530-kilocycle,  1,000- watt  station  at  Tampa,  and  Robert  V. 

Lee  for  a  1,500-kilocycle,  250-watt  sta- tion at  Bradenton,  Fla. 

Application  of  the  Thumb  Broad- 
casting Co.  for  a  new  600-kilocycle, 

250-watt  day  station  at  Brown  City, 
Mich.,  was  ordered  for  hearing,  on  a 
date  to  be  set  later. 
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Code  Needs 

No  Revision, 

Says  Breen 

Administrator  Expresses 
Views  on  Visit  Here 

No  revision  of  Production  Code  ad- 
ministration operations  is  needed  or 

is  in  work,  Joseph  I.  Breen,  code  ad- 
ministrator, said  here  in  commenting 

on  reports  that  more  stringent  en- 
forcement is  in  prospect. 

Breen  attributed  recent  and  current 
discussion  of  a  "relaxation  of  code 
enforcement"  to  the  appearance  in 
quick  succession  of  several  pictures 
which  contained  "borderline"  dia- 

logue, or  dialogue  susceptible  of  more 
than  one  interpretation.  The  successive 
occurrence  of  these  pictures  was  co- 

incidental and  did  not  constitute  a 
symptom  of  relaxation  of  code  en- 

forcement, he  said.  Had  the  same  pic- 
tures been  released  at  different  times 

they  would  not  have  occasioned  com- 
ment, Breen  believes. 

He  also  attributed  a  part  of  the 
comment  and  criticism  of  dialogue  in 
recent  pictures  to  "wholly  untounded 
interpretations  by  some  individuals, 
who  read  into  dialogue  meanings 
which  are  not  there." 

Breen  said  he  was  not  scheduled  to 
report  to  the  M.  P.  P.  D.  A.  board 
of  directors,  but  came  East  to  make 
his  annual  visit  to  M.  P.  P.  D.  A. 
headquarters. 

Cuba  Extends  Zero 

Hour  Three  Months 

The  Cuban  Government  has  agreed 
to  a  three-months  stay  beyond  Jan.  1 
of  the  effective  date  of  the  anti-block 
booking  bill  there,  to  provide  addi- 

tional time  to  negotiate  a  repeal  or 
amendment  of  the  measure,  home  of- 

I  fice  foreign  departments  were  advised 
over  the  weekend. 

The  postponement  of  the  law's  en- forcement is  believed  to  avert  closing 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

Seven  Reviews  Today 
Six  other  films  are  reviewed 

in  this  issue,  as  follows: 
"Four  Mothers,"  Page  4; 
"Hudson's  Bay,"  "Michael 
Shayne,  Private  Detective," 
"Her  First  Romance,"  Page  5; 
"Wild  Horse  Range,"  "Sen- 

sation," Page  6. 

London  Theatres 

To  Open  Xmas  Day 
London,  Dec.  22.— All  film 

houses  in  Greater  London 
and  a  few  in  the  rest  of  Eng- 

land will  be  open  on  Christ- 
mas Day.  It  has  been  the 

practice  in  the  past  for  all 
theatres  throughout  the  Brit- 

ish Empire  to  remain  closed 
on  two  holidays,  Christmas 
Day  and  Good  Friday.  It  is 
the  belief  that  permission 
has  been  granted  this  year  to 
provide  a  source  of  enter- 

tainment to  the  London  pop- 
ulace during  the  war. 

U.  S.  Court  Gives 

Publisher  Rights 

On  Song  Renewals 

In  a  copyright  test  case  of  far- 
reaching  importance  it  was  held  re- 

cently that  the  publisher,  rather  than 
the  composer,  is  entitled  to  the  re- 

newal of  the  copyright  where  the  com- 
poser or  lyricist  is  employed  by  the 

publisher.  The  decision  was  handed 
down  by  Federal  Judge  Grover  Mos- 
covvitz  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court 
here  in  a  suit  between  Shapiro,  Bern- 

stein, the  publisher,  and  Alfred  Bryan 
and  Fred  Fischer,  the  composers,  in  a 
suit  involving  renewal  of  the  copy- 

right on  "Come,  Josephine,  in  My 
Flying  Machine." The  composers  contended  that  they 
were  not  in  the  employ  of  the  pub- 

lishers, but  the  court  held  that  certain 
features  in  their  contracts,  such  as  an 
agreement  to  work  exclusively  for  the 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

BRITISH  CURRENCY 

AGREEMENT  CLOSED 

Ascap  Sets 

$100,000  to 

'Police'  Air 

Ascap's  plans  for  "policing"  the air  beginning  at  midnight  New 
Year's  Eve  were  given  final  ap- 

proval by  the  board  of  directors  at 

a  meeting  Friday.  The  initial  "po- 
licing" cost  to  Ascap  is  estimated 

by  officials  to  be  in  excess  of  $100,- 
000. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  disclosed 
that  Robbins  Music  Corp.,  an 
affiliate  of  M-G-M,  has  agreed 
on  a  10-year  renewal  of  its 
contract  with  Ascap,  and  that 
it  is  expected  to  be  signed  to- morrow. The  deal  includes  two 
Robbins  subsidiaries,  Leo  Feist, 
Inc.,  and  Miller  Music,  Inc. 
The  Ascap  board  at  its  meeting 

authorized  payment  of  a  regular  divi- 
dend of  about  $900,000  for  the  quarter 

ending  Dec.  31,  but  took  no  action  on 
a  Christmas  bonus  for  employes.  In 

past  years  Ascap  has  paid  two  weeks' salary  to  all  employes  as  a  Christmas bonus. 

Extraordinary  expenses,  enforce- 
ment and  legal,  which  are  anticipated 

for  1941  as  a  result  of  the  network 
war,  together  with  the  loss  of  income 

(.Continued  on  page  8) 

"Kitty  Foyle 

99 

[RKO] 

Hollywood,  Dec.  22. 

FILMING  of  Christopher  Morley's  best  seller  has  resulted  in  a 
showman's  natural,  a  picture  which,  in  addition  to  the  public 
attention  received  by  virtue  of  the  book's  circulation,  is  due  for 

great  favorable  audience  comment. 

The  Morley  novel,  called  by  its  author  "the  natural  history  of  a 
woman,"  has  been  transferred  to  the  screen  in  a  manner  to  elicit  in 
both  contemporaries  and  their  elders  complete  recognition  of  its  subject: 

the  emotions  beneath  the  modern  working  girl's  white  collar  "uniform." 
As  "Kitty,"  prototype  of  the  young  American  career  woman,  Ginger 

Rogers  delivers  her  finest  performance  to  date,  and  proves  without 
question  her  right  to  recognition  as  a  dramatic  actress  of  the  first  rank. 
Dennis  Morgan  and  James  Craig,  her  leading  men,  abide  by  the  same 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Calls  for  $12,900,00  With- 
drawal in  6  Months, 

$3,225,000  at  Once 

The  eight  major  American  dis- 
tributors have  agreed  to  all  basic 

provisions  of  the  new  British  cur- 
rency agreement.  Formal  closing 

of  the  agreement  in  London  is  ex- 
pected in  a  day  or  two. 

The  agreement  provides  that 
75  per  cent  of  the  S12.900.000 
which  may  be  withdrawn  from 
Great  Britain  by  the  eight  ma- 

jors during  the  12  months  end- ing Oct.  31,  1941,  may  be  taken 
out  in  the  first  six  months  of 

the  agreement,  and  the  re- 
maining 25  per  cent  in  the  last 

six  months. 

F.  W.  Allport,  M.P.P.D.A.  repre- sentative in  London,  was  directed  at 
the  weekend  to  request  three  minor 
changes  in  phraseology  to  which  there 
is  believed  to  be  no  official  objection  in 
London,  and  was  authorized  to  close 
the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  Amer- ican distributors. 
The  British  authorities  have 

agreed  that  the  American  repre- 
sentatives in  London  may  remit 

$3,225,000  to  New  York  at  once. 
Another  $1,600,000  will  be  avail- (Continued  on  page  6) 

Extra  B  'way  Shows 

On  New  Year's  Eve There  will  be  extra  shows  and 
prices  will  be  advanced  at  most  of  the 

Broadway  film  houses  for  New  Year's Eve. 
The  Music  Hall  and  Capitol  will 

adhere  to  their  previous  policy  of  not 

raising  prices  for  New  Year's  Eve. 
Holiday  prices  will  be  charged  begin- 

ning at  about  7  P.  M.  New  Year's Eve  at  both  houses,  but  there  will  be 
no  further  increase.  The  Music  Hall 
will  have  an  extra  stage  show  starting (Continued  on  page  6) 

N.  Y.  Critics  Decide 

Year's  Best  Friday 
The  New  York  Film  Critics  will 

meet  at  the  New  York  Times  next 
Friday  to  vote  on  their  annual  awards 
for  the  best  film,  best  acting  and  di- 

recting, and  so  on.  The  results  are 
expected  to  be  announced  Dec,  30, 
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'Xmas  Under  Fire' 
London,  Dec.  22. — "Christ- 

mas Under  Fire,"  new  film 
subject  produced  by  the  new 
General  Post  Office  unit  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information, 
is  a  superbly  moving  film, 
portraying  changed  con- 

ditions in  England.  It  pic- 
tures the  manner  in  which 

the  war  has  curtailed  the 
customary  holiday  activities 
of  the  English  people. 
Harry  Watts  directed,  and 

Quentin  Reynolds,  Collier's representative,  who  handled 
the  commentary  on  "London 
Can  Take  It,"  recent  subject, does  likewise  for  this.  It  will 
be  pre-released  in  the  West 
End  in  a  few  days. 

Flanagan. 

Illness  Hits  Gross 

In  Eastern  Canada 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  Dec.  22.— Influ- 
enza and  diphtheria  outbreaks  are 

combining  with  Christmas  shopping  to 
hurt  business  at  the  theatres  through 
the  eastern  Canadian  provinces.  More 
cases  of  the  flu  are  reported  than  for 
many  years,  although  the  type  is  not 
severe.  Hospitals  have  barred  all  visi- 

tors, and  schools  had  to  close  from 
several  days  to  a  week  ahead  of  sched- 

ule for  the  Christmas-New  Year's vacation. 
Some  of  the  theatre  staffs  have  been 

depleted  through  illness,  and  the  scare 
is  keeping  many  people  from  theatres. 
The  diphtheria  epidemic  is  reported 
on  the  wane. 

Personal 

J J.  MURDOCK,  Keith  Circuit  vet- •  eran,  and  Mrs.  Murdock,  left  for 
the  Coast  at  the  weekend  to  spend  the holidays. 

• 
Carl  E.  Milliken  of  the 

M.P.P.D.A.,  and  Mrs.  Milliken  left 
Saturday  on  the  America  for  a  12-day 
West  Indies  cruise. 

• 
Edward  Rugoff  of  the  Rugoff  & 

Becker  Circuit  has  left  for  a  Florida 
vacation.  He  expects  to  return  in 
about  three  weeks. 

• 

Leonard  Beier  of  Warners'  public- 
ity department  was  married  over  the 

weekend  to  Lillian  Kirschner  of 
Highland  Park,  N.  J. 

• 

Mrs.  Thelma  Washburn,  secre- 
retary  of  Lew  Elman,  manager  of  the 
Des  Moines  RKO  office,  has  left  for  a 
two-week  trip  to  Seattle  and  San 
Francisco. 

Variety  Club  in  K.  C. 

Sponsors  Tourney 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  22. — Between 

4,000  and  5,000  people  were  bowling 

during  this  weekend  in  the  annual  Va- 
riety Club-Kansas  City  Star  tourna- 
ment, funds  from  which  go  to  the  Ju- 

nior Red  Cross  for  purchasing  milk  the 
year  around  for  under-nourished  chil- 

dren in  Greater  Kansas  City.  A  dozen 
bowling  alleys  participated  in  the 
event  this  year,  which  was  headed,  as 
in  most  of  the  years  since  it  was  or- 

ganized, by  Frank  Hensler  of  M-G-M. 

Mention 

ROBERT  M.  GILLHAM,  Para- mount advertising  and  publicity 
director,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  after 
Jan.  1  for  a  studio  visit. • 

Sam  A.  Galanty,  Mideast  division 
manager  for  Columbia,  with  headquar- 

ters in  Washington,  is  in  Cincinnati for  a  few  days. 
• 

R.  M.  Copeland,  Des  Moines,  Par- 
amount manager,  and  P.  W.  Robbins, 

Paramount  salesman,  accompanied  by 
their  wives,  have  left  for  a  two-week 
auto  trip  to  New  Orleans  and  Florida. 

• 
Maurice  Bailey  of  the  Whalley, 

Westville,  and  Whitney,  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  will  spend  the  holidays  in  New 
Orleans. 

• 
Carol  Lane  of  Carroll,  la.,  oper- 

ator of  the  Lane  Theatre  circuit,  is 
confined  to  his  home  with  a  streptoc- occic throat. 

O'Loghlin  Will  Head 
Canada  Distributors 
Toronto,  Dec.  22. — The  expansion 

of  work  in  connection  with  the  Motion 
Picture  Distributors  Association  of 
Canada  has  brought  about  a  change  in 
official  personnel.  James  P.  O'Logh- 
lin,  general  manager  of  20th  Century- 
Fox  Corp.  of  Canada,  has  been  ap- 

pointed president  of  the  association 
while  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  who  has 
been  president  for  many  years,  as- 

sumes a  new  post,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors.  He  will  continue 
in  charge  of  the  association  office  in 
the  Film  Exchange  Building,  Toronto. 
The  rearrangement  means  a  division 
of  administrative  duties  of  routine  na- 
ture. 

E.  H.  Wells  continues  as  national 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  Film  Boards 
of  Trade,  which  are  affiliated  with  the 
distributors'  association. 

Warner  Club  Holds 

Annual  Xmas  Party 
More  than  3,000  members  of  the 

Warner  Club,  their  children  and  guests 
attended  the  annual  Christmas  Kiddie 
Party  held  at  the  Brooklyn  Vitaphone 
studio  on  Saturday.  Ralph  Budd  han- 

dled the  arrangements.  A  group  of 
British  refugee  children  were  special 
guests  of  the  club. 
A  "Santa  Fe"  pageant  was  staged. 

Refreshments  were  served  after  the 
entertainment,  and  all  the  children 
were  presented  with  attractive  gifts. 

Butler  to  Direct  'Draff 
Hollywood,  Dec.  22. — David  Butler 

has  been  signed  by  Paramount  to  di- 
rect "Caught  in  the  Draft,"  B.  G.  De- 

Sylva  musical,  with  Bob  Hope  and 
Dorothy  Lamour.  Shooting  will  start 

Jan.  6. Freeman  to  Fete  Studio 
Hollywood,  Dec.  22.  ■ —  Y.  Frank 

Freeman,  Paramount  studio  chief, 
will  be  host  to  all  Paramount  em- 

ployes at  a  Christmas  party  on  the  lot 
Tuesday.  All  work  will  stop  at  1  P.  M. 

Zanucks  in  Sun  Valley 
Hollywood,  Dec.  22. — Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  their  chil- 
dren left  yesterday  for  a  holiday  vaca- 

tion in  Sun  Valley. 

3  Omaha  Houses 

Aid  Charity  Drive 

Omaha,  Dec.  22.— The three  first  run  theatres  here, 

Orpheum,  Omaha  and  Bran- deis,  are  cooperating  with  a 
local  newspaper  on  a  stunt 

to  raise  funds  for  the  paper's charities  by  having  promi- 
nent citizens  auction  cos- 

tumes supplied  by  film  stars. 
The  sponsors  hope  to  raise 
$1,500.  The  Orpheum  and 
Omaha  are  Tri-States  houses 
and  the  Brandeis  is  a  unit  of 
the  Mort  H.  Singer  circuit. 

Progress  Reported 
In  Federation  Drive 

Industry  leaders  on  Friday  heard 
reports  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  As- 
tor  on  the  progress  of  the  drive  to 
raise  $250,000  in  the  1940  campaign  of 
the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federa- 

tions of  Jewish  Charities. 
The  amusement  division  will  hold 

a  luncheon  next  month,  climaxing  its 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  drive,  it  was 
announced  by  David  Bernstein,  co- 
chairman  of  the  division  with  Major 
Albert  Warner.  The  date  and  place 
of  the  luncheon  has  not  been  decided 
as  yet. 

Among  those  present  at  Friday's luncheon  were:  Jack  Alicoate,  Irving 
Barry,  Joseph  Bernhard,  O.  O.  Bin- der, Laurence  S.  Bolognio,  Harry 
Brandt,  Leo  Brecher,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Irving  Caesar,  M.  J.  Fessler, 
Louis  Frisch,  Howard  Dietz,  Monroe 
W.  Greenthal,  Toby  Gruen,  Arthur  Is- 

rael, Jr.,  J.  J.  Lee,  Bud  Lytton,  John 
Manheimer,  Benjamin  S.  Moss,  Louis 
Nizer,  A.  P.  Waxman,  Louis  Phillips, 
Gene  Picker,  Ralph  I.  Poucher,  Hy- 
man  Rachmil,  Sam  Rinzler,  Harold 
Rodner,  Aubrey  Schenck,  Marvin 
Schenek,  Sam  Shain,  Charles  Sonin, 
David  Weinstock,  H.  J.  Yates,  George 
Morris,  Budd  Rogers,  Joe  Vogel,  Wil- 

liam Klein,  Bert  Lebhar  and  L.  W. 
Schneider. 

'Quizz  Kids'  in  Shorts 

Paramount  will  feature  the  "Quizz 
Kids"  in  a  series  of  short  subjects  to 
be  made  at  the  Astoria,  L.  I.,  studios, 
as  the  result  of  a  deal  closed  Friday 
with  Louis  Cowan,  producer  of  the 
NBC  Wednesday  evening  program  on 
which  the  group  appears.  Leslie 
Roush  will  direct. 
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SPECTATOR  AT  HIS  OWN  FUNERAL 

Cesar  Romero,  the  Romeo  of  the  rackets,  views  with  dis- 
taste the  decorations  on  casket  the  boys  bought  for  him. 

TALL,  DARK 

and  HANDSOME 

20th's  natural! . . .  loaded  with  laughs!  thrills!  tunes! 



•  No  matter  which  way  you  look  at  it  you 

win  if  you  properly  advertise  your  pictures 

and  your  theatres. 

•  The  moth  is  attracted  to  the  flame . . .  people  are  attracted  by  color . . .  beauty  and 

display. . .  that's  why  business  paints  its  store  fronts . . .  buildings  have  their  faces  lifted. 

•  Dress  up...  look  well...  change  your  act!  That's  the  watchword  of  this 
streamlined  age...  the  watchword  of  modern  merchandising ...  one  of  the  most 

important  avenues  to  increased  business... Show  Business  too... 

•  And  right  here  at  hand... in  one  centralized  spot  you've  got  the  class  of  the 
dress-up...  seat-selling  theatre  advertising ...  TRAILERS ...  LOBBY  DISPLAYS... 

STANDARD  ACCESSORIES... a  co-ordinated  whole  ready  and  waiting  to  do  its 

stuff  for  you. 

•  Use  it... take  advantage  of  our  experienced,  expert  organization  to  sell  seats  for 

your  theatre  and  your  show. 

nATIOnflL^^  SERVICE  •   OATIOOAl  ACCESSORIES 

ADVERTISIAG  ACCESSORIES, inc. 
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Producers  iri 

Mexico  Fight 

Union  Tactics 

"Kitty  Foyle' 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  22— Suspen- 
sion of  production  is  threatened  by 

the  Association  of  Mexican  Picture 

Producers  and  Distributors  in  an 

open  letter  to  Enrique  Solis,  secre- 

tary   general    of    the  producers' 
group  of  the  National  Cinematog- 

raphic Industry  Workers'  Union. 
The  threat  is  made  unless 

Solis  drops  what  the  associa- 
tion calls  "an  odious  tyranny 

that  is  fast  killing  this  highly 

important  national  industry  so 
that  it  is  being  outdistanced 

by    other    Spanish  -  speaking 
countries  which  are  not  afflict- 

ed by  problems  that  beset  Mexi- 
co and  which  are  due  to  labor 

leaderism." 
The  Association  said  that  it  ad- 

dressed Solis  this  open  letter  because 
he  has  failed  to  answer  any  of  its 

private  communications.  It  accuses 
the  official  of  "wilfully  distorting  our 
attitude  to  serve  your  own  personal 

interests,  an  action  that  has  hurt  the 
interests  of  members  of  your  own 

union,"  and  charges  that  Solis  is  pre- 
venting production  of  the  film,  Lo 

que  el  Viento  Trajo"  ("What  the 
Wind  Brought"),  a  burlesque  ot 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  by  rescinding 
his  approval  of  B.  J.  Kroger  as  sound 
man  for  the  picture. 

Controversy  Over  Sound 

"You  deliberately  rejected  Mr 

Kroger,"  said  the  letter,  "And  insisted 
that  sound  for  this  picture  be  pro- 

vided exclusively  by  Jose  Perez,  who 

everybody  knows  uses  apparatus  that 

vou  own.  Unless  you  immediately  cor- 
rect the  problem  you  have  created 

with  regard  to  this  picture  we  shall 

be  obliged  to  suspend  the  production 

of  pictures,  a  suspension  that  will  last 

as  long  as  you  insist  upon  maintaining 

your  hostile  attitude  toward  the  pro- ducers  and  members   of   your  own 
union.  ,  , 

"Inasmuch  as  you  are  the  owner  ot 

picture  making  apparatus,  including 

sound  and  light  equipment  and  cam- 

eras articles  which  your  union  rec- 
ognizes as  the  property  of  an  employer 

but  not  of  a  worker,  we  must  endeavor 

to  have  you  ousted  from  your  union 

position  because  you  are  an  employer 

but  not  a  worker." 

[  RKO  ] 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

McKinstry  Heads 

Kansas  City  Union 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  22.— David  Mc- 
Kinstry of  the  Orpheum  has  been 

elected  president  of  Local  170  of  the 

operators  union  here.  Other  officers 
are  R.  H.  Matheny,  vice-president; 
Frank  Dowd,  secretary ;  Walter  Croft, 

business  agent;  F.  H.  Burkert,  treas- 
urer; C.  M.  Edmonds,  reading  clerk; 

William  McKinstry,  sergeant-at-arms. 

Almost  a  dozen  offices  and  commit- 
tee positions  changed  hands,  the  first 

time  there  has  been  anything  like  such 
a  wholesale  switch,  according  to  union 

officials.  Burkert  was  reelected  treas- 
urer, a  post  he  has  occupied  for  20 

years. 

standards  in  their  portrayals  of  the  two  men  in  her  life;  the  one  with 
whom  she  is  more  in  love  than  he  can  be  with  her,  the  other  who  loves 
her  more  than  she  can  him. 

While  these  three  carry  the  weight  of  the  great  part  of  the  story 
and  footage,  other  characterizations  are  on  the  same  plane.  Eduardo 
Ciannelli  is  the  all-too-understanding  speakeasy  proprietor,  Ernest  Cos- 
sart  is  Kitty's  beloved  "Pop,"  Odette  Myrtil  the  owner  of  the  beauty  salon 
where  Kitty  works,  Gladys  Cooper  the  hard  and  aristocratic  mother 

of  the  boy  Kitty  loves,  Mary  Treen  and  Katherine  Stevens  are  Kitty's roommates. 

The  Dalton  Trumbo  screenplay,  with  additional  dialogue  by  Donald 
Ogden  Stewart,  changes  the  novel  in  some  respects,  but  keeps  intact  the 
basic  thread;  if  anything,  spins  it  a  bit  tighter  while  losing  none  of 
the  shadings  of  significance.  As  in  the  book,  the  title  character  is  a 
girl  from  the  wrong  side  of  the  tracks  in  Philadelphia,  who  gives 
without  stint  of  her  heart  and  her  courage  to  the  descendant  of  a  long 
line  of  Main  Liners,  who  finally  yields  to  family  pressures  and  con- 

victions and  marries  someone  else,  only  to  return  again  and  ask  Kitty 
to  come  away  with  him.  In  between,  there  is  portrayed  a  love  story  and 

a  picture  of  the  life  of  a  "white  collar  girl"  which  cuts  straight  to  the 
core  in  the  telling. 

Adding  to  the  script  is  the  direction  of  Sam  Wood,  which  accounts 
for  easy  and  graceful  transition  in  time,  place  and  mood,  keeps  the 
story  moving  without  a  falter  through  flashbacks  and  straight  narrative. 
David  Hempstead  has  mounted  the  picture  in  a  fashion  appropriate  to  the 
story  and  its  characters. 

Running  time,  105  minutes.    "G."  *  W.  S. 

"Four  Mothers" 
( Warners) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  22. 

THE  Lemp  family  of  "Four  Daughters"  and  "Four  Wives,"  un- 
changed as  to  personnel  from  their  last  appearance,  encounter  ad- 

versities of  many  kinds  in  this  phase  of  their  chronicle  but  emerge  from 
it,  after  enough  uncertainty  to  have  kept  the  audience  between  dithers 
and  tears  for  a  proper  period,  with  their  collective  and  individual 
happiness  intact.  It  is,  on  the  evidence  of  a  morning  screening  at  the 
studio  attended  by  some  two-score  newspaper  and  magazine  writers, 
best  of  the  series  since  the  first  and  in  a  number  of  ways  better  than 
that  one. 

Again  the  cast  is  composed  of  Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane 
and  Gale  Page,  portraying  the  wives  and  mothers,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Eddie 
Albert,  Frank  McHugh  and  Dick  Foran  as  their  husbands,  Claude  Rains 
the  father — now  grandfather — and  May  Robson  their  aunt.  Henry 
Blanke  produced  and  William  Keighley  directed  from  a  script  by 

Stephen  Morehouse  Avery  based  on  "Sister  Act"  by  Fannie  Hurst. 
Chief  among  the  economic  disasters  which  afflict  the  family  in  the 

narrative  is  a  hurricane  and  tidal  wave  which  wipes  out  a  Florida 
real  estate  project  in  which  all  have  invested  their  funds.  Towns- 

folk who  have  invested  on  the  Senior  Lemp's  recommendation  turn 
against  him,  dismiss  him  as  director  of  the  local  symphony,  but  hail 

him,  at  the  picture's  end,  on  his  return  after  achievements  in  the  city 
and  after  his  family  has  restored  losses  and  established  the  family  on 
a  sound  economic  footing  again. 

Running  time,  85  minutes.    "  G."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Illness  Closes  Theatres 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  22.— Theatres 
and  schools  were  closed  during  the 
past  week  in  Lake  Charles,  La.,  when 
mild  cases  of  bronchial  infection, 
highly  contagious,  were  reported. 
Cases  of  the  infection  have  also  been 
reported  in  Alexandria  and  other 
Louisiana  towns. 

Bausch  &  Lomb  Dividend 

Rochester,  Dec.  22. — A  dividend  of 
50  cents  a  share  on  the  common  stock 
has  been  declared  by  the  Bausch  & 
Lomb  Co.,  payable  Dec.  28. 

W.  B.  Takes  Phila.  House 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  22.  —  War- 

ners have  taken  over  operation  of 
Mike  Lessey's  Diamond  Theatre, 
North  Philadelphia  neighborhood 
house.  Harold  Brason,  manager  of 
the  Lindley,  will  manage  the  Diamond, 
and  Pressy  Lessey,  son  of  Mike  Les- 
sey,  will  replace  Brason  at  the  Lind- 
ley. 

Alliance  Sets  Release 

"Pirate  of  the  Seven  Seas,"  featur- 
ing John  Lodge,  will  be  released  by 

Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  on  Jan.  6. 

Van  Druten  Comedy 

At  Morosco  Tonight 

"Old  Acquaintance,"  a  new 
comedy  by  John  Van  Druten, 
will  open  at  the  Morosco 
Theatre  tonight  with  Jane 
Cowl,  Peggy  Wood,  Kent 
Smith,  Adele  Longmire,  Hun- ter Gardner  and  Edna  West 
in  the  cast.  Auriol  Lee  di- 

rected and  Dwight  Deere 
Wiman  produced. 

K.C.  Area  Building 

Sets  10-Year  Mark 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  22. — More  new 
theatres  have  been  built,  and  more  old 
ones  have  been  extensively  rebuilt  in 
the  Kansas-Missouri  territory  during 
1940  than  in  any  previous  year  for  10 
years.  Completed  in  1940,  or  definitely 
projected,  are  11  new  theatres  with  a 
total  seating  capacity  of  about  6,000. 
Total  expended  or  budgeted  amounts 
to  $300,000. 

Fourteen  theatres  have  been  exten- 
sively rebuilt,  at  a  total  cost  of  $450,- 

000.  Several  remodeling  jobs  cost 
more  than  $5,000  each.  In  addition, 
about  40  theatres  have  spent  from 
$500  to  $1,500  on  new  equipment,  re- 
decoration,  etc.,  and  another  estimated 
$40,000  for  theatre  improvement  in  the 

period. 
Two  factors  considered  chiefly  re- 

sponsible for  the  new  theatres  are 
competition  and  the  spending  and  re- 

employment incident  to  the  national defense  program. 
The  extent  of  the  investment  in  new 

theatres  and  in  improvement  of  exist- 
ing houses  is  regarded  as  the  more 

remarkable  because  grosses  are  con- 
servatively estimated  at  15  per  cent 

under  those  of  1939  for  the  entire territory. 

Balaban  to  Address 

Ampa  on  January  9 
Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  presi- 

dent, will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
next  open  meeting  of  the  Ampa  on 

Jan.  9. 
Members  of  the  Ampa  at  a  closed 

meeting  Friday  acted  favorably  on  re- 
visions to  the  constitution  recom- 
mended by  the  board  of  directors. 

Chiefly,  the  revisions  give  women 
members  the  same  full  voting  privi- 

leges as  men,  with  their  dues  now  to 
be  $10  per  year  instead  of  $5  as  here- tofore, and  the  status  of  trade  paper 
representatives  are  fixed  as  active 
members,  thus  making  official  an  ar- 

rangement voted  some  time  ago. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  associa- 

tion is  set  for  the  last  Thursday  in 
April,  when  elections  will  be  held. 
Members  must  elect  a  nominating 
committee  not  later  than  March  1. 
The  meeting  discussed  a  25th  anniver- 

sary dinner  dance  to  be  held  April  4 
at  the  Hotel  Edison.  It  will  be  a 
benefit  for  the  new  Ampa  Welfare 
and  Relief  Fund.  The  next  meeting 
of  the  directors  will  be  on  Jan.  6. 

Union  Election  Jan.  7 
Omaha,  Dec.  22.— Local  343,  the 

operators'  union  here,  will  elect  1941 
officers  on  Jan.  7.  R.  L.  Mclntyre, 
Orpheum  Theatre,  is  the  present  pres- 

ident and  Howard  Jackson,  Omaha 
Theatre,  business  agent. 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"California  Thorough- 

breds" 
{Warners') A  horse  breeding  farm  in  California 
and  the  raising  of  a  thoroughbred 
makes  an  interesting  subject  in  the 
"Sports  Parade"  service.  The  horse 

'  is  first  seen  shortly  after  birth,  later 
is  saddle  broken,  trained  and  taught 
to  race.  A  big  race  concludes  the 
reel,  which  is  in  color.  Running  time, 
10  mins. 

"Skinny  Ennis  and  His 

Orchestra" ( Warners) 
In  the  "Melody  Master"  classifica- 

tion, this  is  a  musical  with  the  maestro 
of  Bob  Hope's  radio  show  wielding  the 
baton  and  handling  a  vocal  assignment 

smoothly.  The  tunes  include  "Lamp- 
light," "Three  Little  Words,"  "Let's 

Do  It"  and  "Birth  of  the  Blues."  Run- 
ning time,  10  mins. 

"March  on  Marines" 
(Warners) 
Here  is  a  colorful  and  impressive 

study  of  life  in  the  Marine  Corps, 
which,  with  the  eyes  of  the  nation  fo- 

cused on  a  defense  program,  has  the 
added  advantage  of  being  timely.  The 
short  employs  John  Litel  as  a  com- 

manding officer ;  Dennis  Morgan  and 
David  Bruce,  brothers  in  the  corps 
vying  for  the  same  girl,  Mildred  Coles, 
and  an  appointment  to  the  Naval 
Academy,  and  others.  The  activities 
of  the  leathernecks  are  seen,  including 
field  maneuvers,  rifle  practice,  parade 
drills  and  the  like.  Finally  both  are 
accepted  at  Annapolis.  The  short  is  in 
color  and  was  produced  in  cooperation 
with  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps.  Run- 

ning time,  20  mins. 

"Porky's  Hired  Hand" ( Warners) 
This  is  a  consistently  amusing  "Loo- 

ney  Tune,"  in  which  Porky  Pig  hires the  Goof  to  guard  his  chickens  from 
a  fox.  The  thief  turns  up,  induces 
the  Goof  to  form  a  partnership,  dou- 
blecrosses  his  partner  and  then  has 
reason  to  regret  the  whole  thing.  Run- 

ning time  7  mins. 

"Elmer's  Pet  Rabbit" 
( Warners) 
Elmer  and  Bugs  Bunny,  two  really 

funny  cartoon  characters,  are  involved 
here.  Elmer  purchases  Bugs  from  a 
pet  shop.  However,  they  don't  get along  well  together  since  Bugs  insists 
on  sleeping  in  Elmer's  bed.  The  car- toon is  clever  and  has  a  number  of 
laughs.    Running  time,  7  mins. 

Morgan  Reaches  Post 
W.  B.  Morgan,  recently  appointed 

temporary  manager  of  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox branch  in  Port-au-Spain, 

Trinidad,  has  arrived  at  his  post  with 
Mrs.  Morgan. 

Buys  3  Westerns 
Astor  Pictures  has  bought  from 

Coronado  Pictures  three  musical  west- 
erns, "Water  Rustlers,"  "Singing 

Cowgirl"  and  "Ride  'em,  Cowgirl. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Hudson's  Bay" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  22 
D  AUL  MUNI'S  return  to  the  screen  after  an  extended  absence  is  in 
*  itself  an  event  of  significance  in  the  exploitation  and  box-office  sense 
of  the  term.  The  story  of  the  founding  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  company affords  him  a  different  type  of  characterization  than  he  has  had  before. 
As  presented  by  associate  producer  Kenneth  Macgowan  and  directed  by 
Irving  Pichel,  from  a  screen  play  by  Lamarr  Trotti,  the  story  centers 
around  the  Muni  characterization  and  depends  in  great  measure  upon  his 
performance  for  its  effectiveness. 

Supporting  Muni  in  the  picture  are  Gene  Tierney,  Laird  Cregar,  John 
Sutton,  Virginia  Field,  Vincent  Price,  Nigel  Bruce,  Morton  Lowry, 

Robert  Greig  and  many  others.  Cregar's  performance  is  outstanding. 
Miss  Tierney  and  Sutton  enact  a  romantic  theme  which  does  not  involve 

Muni,  who  portrays  Pierre  Esprit  Radisson,  the  hardy  "rogue" — to  use 
the  word  from  the  dialogue — who  brought  about  the  founding  of  the 
trading  company  for  which  the  film  is  named. 

The  story  opens  in  1667  or  thereabouts,  with  Muni  and  a  fellow- 
trapper  seeking  to  interest  the  British  governor  at  Albany  in  financing 

a  fur-hunting  expedition  to  Hudson's  Bay.  Imprisoned  as  a  thief,  he 
meets  a  wealthy  Englishman  who  has  been  banished  by  King  Charles, 
enlists  his  financial  and  personal  help  in  making  a  journey  to  the  Bay 
and  emerges  with  300,000  pelts,  which  the  French  governor  seizes.  They 
steal  some  of  them  back  and  go  to  England,  where  unofficial  sanction  for 
another  trip  to  the  Bay  is  obtained.  Returning  again  to  England,  Muni 

incurs  the  King's  displeasure  due  to  having  executed  a  member  of  the 
party  to  avert  an  Indian  war  and  is  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  He  is  lib- 

erated when  he  discloses  he  has  told  the  Indians  to  deal  only  with  the 
French  if  he  does  not  return. 

Running  time,  95  minutes.  "G."*  Roscoe  Williams 

"Michael  Shayne,  Private  Detective" 
(20th  Century-Fox) 
IN  the  first  of  a  new  series  of  detective  mysteries,  20th  Century-Fox 

presents  an  entertaining  film  from  the  Sol  M.  Wurtzel  side  of  the 
studio.  As  directed  by  Eugene  Ford  from  a  screenplay  by  Stanley 

Rauh  and  Manning  O'Connor,  the  film  is  an  adaptation  of  a  novel  by Brett  Halliday. 
In  Lloyd  Nolan,  the  picture  offers  a  highly  persuasive  private  detec- 

tive, cut  somewhat  to  the  "Thin  Man"  pattern.  Nolan  has  the  easy 
nonchalance  and  capable  handling  of  his  role  which  lends  considerable 
to  the  effectivness  of  the  unpretentious  but  entertaining  picture. 

Marjorie  Weaver  supplies  the  entirely  incidental  romantic  phase  of 
the  film,  which  is  never  permitted  to  interfere  with  a  fast-stepping  story 
of  murder,  race  track  fixing,  the  recalcitrant  daughter  of  a  rich  man, 
and  an  old-maid  aunt  with  a  penchant  for  murder  mysteries.  The 
supporting  cast  includes  Joan  Valerie,  Walter  Abel,  Elizabeth  Patter- 

son, Donald  MacBride  and  Douglas  Dumbrille. 
Nolan  becomes  involved  in  a  murder,  which  MacBride,  police  cap- 

tain, tries  to  pin  on  him,  and  finally  succeeds  in  clearing  that  case  and 
a  few  incidental  items  of  criminal  intent,  while  "protecting"  Miss 
Weaver  from  herself,  at  the  suggestion  of  her  father. 

Running  time,  77  minutes.  "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

"Her  First  Romance" 
(Monogram) 

Hollyzvood,  Dec.  22 

EDITH  FELLOWS  blossoms  out  as  a  singer  in  her  first  "grownup" 
role  in  Monogram's  "Her  First  Romance,"  story  of  adolescent  love 

derived  from  a  modernized  and  greatly  revamped  version  of  the  Gene 

Stratton  Porter  novel,  "Her  Father's  Daughter."  Playing  opposite  her 
is  Wilbur  Evans,  concert  baritone,  making  his  film  debut. 

Produced  by  I.  E.  Chadwick  and  his  associate,  Herman  Wohl,  the 
film  spins  a  Cinderella-like  story  of  a  young  college  girl  who  is  invited, 
as  part  of  a  fraternity  initiation  prank,  to  a  college  prom.  She  turns 
down  the  invitation,  is  taken  to  the  ball  by  the  singer,  considered  the 
season's  best  "catch,"  and  becomes  the  campus  belle.  However,  she  man- 

ages to  outwit  her  conceited  sister,  who  is  her  guardian,  patch  up  a  shat- 
tered romance,  and  to  fall  in  love  with  the  singer  herself. 

The  story,  by  Adele  Comandini,  mingles  pathos  and  comedy  with 
music,  six  songs  being  sung  by  Miss  Fellows  and  Evans.  Edward  Dmy- 
tryk  directed. 

Running  time.  67  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

*  "(7"  denotes  general  classification. 

Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"Stranger  Than  Fiction, 

No.  85" 

(Universal) 
An  array  of  five  appropriate  sub- 

jects makes  for  an  interesting  sub- 
ject. Pictured  are  carvings  which  de- 

pict the  life  of  Christ,  a  couple  who 
reside  in  what  was  once  a  bank,  a 
13-foot  clock  with  various  historic 
scenes  carved  on  it,  a  woman  tugboat 
captain  and  a  prison  inmate  who  con- 

structed by  hand  an  organ  now  valued 

at  $7,000. 

"Going  Places,  No.  84" 
( U nivcrsal ) This  is  a  photographic  visit  to 
Trindad,  British  colony  in  the  West 
Indies  which  is  involved  in  the  recent 
naval  base  transaction  between  Eng- 

land and  the  U.  S.  The  short  is  sig- 
nificant in  that  respect,  but  as  trave- 

logue material  it  is  not  more  than 
average.  Graham  McNamee  narrated. 
Running  time,  9  mins. 

"Going  Places,  No.  85" 
(  Universal) A  seal  hunting  expedition  in  the 
Arctic  is  covered  herein,  and  it  is  an 
interesting  subject.  Norwegians  are 
seen  embarking  for  the  seal  territory, 
and  upon  reaching  their  destination, 
capturing  the  creatures.  After  several 
dangerous  encounters  the  hunters 
finally  set  out  for  home.  Running  time, 
9  mins. 

"Tickled  Pinky" 
(Universal) 
Pinky  Tomlin,  Britt  Wood,  Lor- 

raine Kreuger,  the  Pickard  Family 
and  Martha  Tilton,  assembled  in  a 
general  store  setting,  all  perform  ca- 

pably in  a  melodious  musical.  Tomlin 
and  Miss  Tilton  are  especially  good 
in  the  vocal  department  and  Miss 
Kreuger  dances  very  well.  Running 
time,  18  mins. 

"Syncopated  Sioux" (Universal) A  satire  on  a  tribe  of  Indians  in 
battle,  this  is  amusing.  The  rhythmic 
warriors  in  preparation  for  an  attack 
upon  two  "frontiersmen,"  don  war 
paint,  go  into  a  dance  and  then  shoot 
arrows  while  palefaces  do  a  disappear- 

ing act.  Running  time,  7  mins. 

"Feminine  Fitness" 
(Paramount) 
This  is  a  "Sportlight"  subject  in which  the  feminine  athlete  takes  the 

spotlight.  Girls  are  seen  participating 
in  virtually  every  sport  including  foot- 

ball and  wrestling.  The  short  is  novel 
and  exploitable.     Running  time,  10 

"Shop,  Look  and  Listen" 
( Warners) An  unidentified  character  is  repeat- 

edly interrupted  in  conducting  his  tour 
of  a  department  store  by  Little  Blab- 
bermouse,  an  inquistive  and  loquacious 
mouse.  The  latter  is  finally  placed  in 
a  wrapping  machine  and  thus  hushed. 
Running  time,  7  mins. 
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Money  Pact 

With  Britain 

Is  Completed 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
able  for  remittance  between  Jan.  10 
and  Jan.  15. 

Since  the  old  agreement  expired  last 
Oct.  31,  no  remittances  have  been  per- 

mitted. Closing  of  the  agreement,  there- 
fore, will  make  November  and  De- 

cember remittances,  or  25  per  cent  of 
the  first  six  months  withdrawals, 
available  immediately. 

Late  negotiations  resulted  in  a  re- 
moval of  the  condition  that  50  per  cent 

of  the  purchase  price  of  British  pro- 
ductions acquired  by  American  com- 

panies for  distribution  elsewhere  had 
to  be  paid  in  dollars.     The  entire 
amount  may  be  paid  in  blocked  ster- 

ling under  the  final  agreement. 
The  restrictions  against  in- 

vestment by  American  compa- 
nies of  their  blocked  sterling 

in  British  theatres  stands. 
Allocation  of  individual  shares  of 

the  $12,900,000  total  among  the  eight 
companies  will  be  agreed  upon  here 
during  the   next  few  weeks.  Last 
year,  seven  major  distributors  were 
authorized  to   withdraw  $17,500,000, 
representing    50    per    cent   of  their 
three-year  average  earnings  in  Great 
Britain.    Universal,  which  is  included 
in  the  new  agreement,  had  a  separate 
withdrawal    arrangement    last  yeai 
under  which  it  received  $1,500,000. 

Ontario  Unions  Fight 

Operators'  Courses Toronto,  Dec.  22. — Labor  unions  of 
Ontario  have  united  in  a  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Provisional 
Government  in  establishing  a  system 
of  instruction  for  film  operators,  con- 

sisting of  a  12  months'  course,  in  order to  qualify  for  Government  certificates. 
Applicants  will  be  required  to  pay  a 
fee  of  $100  to  the  Province  before  tak- 

ing the  course,  the  first  of  which  will 
be  opened  shortly  under  the  direction 
of  O.  J.  Silverthorne,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Moving  Picture  Censors, 
Toronto. 

Labor  associations  declare  that  the 
proposed  course  is  not  appropriate 
during  wartime,  that  a  number  projec- 

tionists are  unemployed  and  that  the 
training  of  new  men  in  the  12  months' 
school,  which  will  be  of  both  a  prac- 

tical and  theoretical  nature,  would  add 
to  the  stress.  Premier  Hepburn  de- 

clared, however,  that  objections  would 
be  of  no  avail  as  greater  precautions 
are  necessary  in  theatre  booths.  He 
claimed  that  the  training  of  new  oper- 

ators will  not  put  the  older  men  out 
of  jobs. 

Court  Gives  Renewal 

Rights  to  Publisher 
^Continued  from  page  1) 

publisher,  regular  pay,  and  other 
clauses,  made  them  employes. 

The  decision,  which  is  expected  to 
be  appealed  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  has  a  direct  effect  on  thou- 

sands of  copyrights  which  came  up 
for  renewal  in  1937,  28  years  after  the 
enactment  of  the  Copyright  Law.  It  is 
also  likely  to  have  considerable  effect 
on  contracts  of  songwriters  with  film 
companies,  it  was  said.  Leo  J.  Rosett, 
of  House,  Grossman,  Vorhaus  &  Hem- 
ley,  represented  the  publishers. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Wild  Horse  Range" (Monogram) 

There  is  only  a  minimum  of  action  and  excitement  in  this  western 
starring  Jack  Randall,  based  on  an  original  screenplay  by  Carl  Krusada. 

The  story  presents  Randall  in  the  role  of  horse  trader  forced  out 
of  business  because  of  the  extremely  low  prices  of  a  competitor,  Forrest 
Taylor.  Suspicious,  he  and  an  assistant  investigate  and,  of  course, 
discover  his  rival  to  be  dealing  in  stolen  horses.  Taylor  and  his  con- 

federates are  exposed  after  routine  battles. 
Randall  and  his  assistant,  Frank  Yaconelli,  score  in  respective  as- 

signments and  doubtless  will  find  favor  with  the  Western  fan.  Ray- 
mond K.  Johnson  directed. 

Running  time,  51  minutes.  "G."  * 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

"Sensation" 
(Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.) 

Produced  in  England  a  few  seasons  back,  "Sensation"  is  based  upon 
"Murder  Gang,"  a  play  by  George  Munro  and  Basil  Dean.  The  so- 
called  "Gang"  is  a  group  of  Fleet  Street  journalists  who  specialize 
in  uncovering  hidden  facts  behind  crimes. 

It  is  a  newspaper  story  with  a  twist  and  exciting  characters  and 
which  holds  the  interest.  The  cast  is  good  and  the  direction  adequate. 
The  players  include  John  Lodge,  Diana  Churchill,  Francis  Lister  and 
Margaret  Vyner.    Brian  Desmond  Hurst  directed. 
As  reporter  and  sleuth  combined,  Lodge  delves  deep  into  the  cir- 

cumstances behind  a  murder  and  with  no  regard  for  ethics  emerges 
with  the  desired  evidence  and  a  scoop. 

Running  time,  54  minutes.    "A."  * 
*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

Pa.  M.P.T.O.  Against 

Increase  in  Scales 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  22. — A  resolution 
against  increasing  admissions  for 
individual  pictures  in  this  territory 
was  adopted  at  the  last  membership 
meeting  of  Allied  M.  P.  T.  O.  of 
Western  Pennsylvania. 
The  resolution  stated  that  estab- 

lished admission  prices  in  the  area 
should  be  continued  until  such  time 
as  local  economic  conditions,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  exhibitors,  justified  a 
permanent  increase.  It  was  stated  that 
it  had  been  the  exhibitors'  experience that  grosses  were  adversely  affected 
immediately  before  and  after  a  picture 
was  played  at  advanced  prices ;  that 
pictures  not  so  played  were  regarded 
of  lesser  merit  by  patrons,  and  that  the 
very  nature  of  theatre  operation  de- 

mands a  set  price  policy. 

Cuba  Extends  Zero 

Hour  Three  Months 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

of  Cuban  theatres  on  New  Year's 
Eve,  when  their  current  contracts  with 
American  distributors  expire. 
However,  some  home  offices  ex- 

pressed indecision  as  to  whether  or 
not  they  would  accept  spot  bookings 
during  the  three  months  interlude. 
Several  believe  that .  such  a  course 
might  be  interpreted  in  Cuba  as  a 
sign  of  weakness  which  might  inter- 

fere later  with  an  acceptable  disposi- 
tion of  the  anti-block  booking  legis- lation. 

To  Operate  K.  C.  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  22. — Mainstreet 

Theatre,  Inc.,  has  been  organized  to 
operate  the  Mainstreet,  3,500-seat 
downtown  first  run  that  has  been 
closed  for  three  years. 

Review  Board  Picks 

Its  '10  Best  Films' The  National  Board  of  Review  over 

the  weekend  announced  its  list  of  "10 
best"  American  films  for  the  current 
year.  In  order  of  preference,  they 

are :.  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  "The 
Great  Dictator,"  "Of  Mice  and  Men," 
"Our  Town,"  "Fantasia,"  "The  Long 
Voyage  Home,"  "Foreign  Correspon- 

dent," "The  Biscuit  Eater,"  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  and  "Rebecca." 

"The  Grapes  of  Wrath"  was  select- 
ed as  "the  best  film  of  the  year,"  and 

"The  Baker's  Wife"  was  chosen  as 
"the  best  foreign  language  film"  by 
the  Board's  Committee  on  Exceptional 
Photoplays,  "on  the  basis  of  artistic 
merit  and  importance." 

"The  Fight  for  Life"  was  designated 
"the  best  documentary  film,"  with  an 
honorable  mention  given  to  "Power 

and  the  Land." 

Dallas  Variety  Club 

Extends  Over  Texas 

Dallas,  Dec.  22— The  local  Variety 
Club,  of  which  Paul  Short  is  chief 
barker,  has  decided  to  extend  its  ac- 

tivities over  the  entire  state  of  Texas, 
and  the  local  club  will  be  known  as 
the  Variety  Club  of  Texas. 

Short  has  designated  personal  rep- 
resentatives in  the  various  sections 

as  follows :  Eph  Charninsky,  San  An- 
tonio; Harry  Hall,  Southwest  Texas; 

John  G.  Long,  southeast  Texas;  Clif- 
ford Porter,  Beaumont ;  L.  N.  Crim, 

east  Texas ;  Al  Lever,  Houston ;  Louis 
Novy,  Austin;  Frank  Weatherford, 
Fort  Worth;  J.  Yuell  Robb,  west 
Texas ;  R.  N.  Smith,  Rio  Grande 
Valley ;  Ben  Ferguson,  central  Texas  ; 
Joseph  Bryant,  Lubbock,  and  R.  C. 
Mcllheran,  Wichita  Falls. 

By  the  Ton 
Racine,  Wis.,  Dec.  22 

THE  Racine  Goodwill  Com- mittee and  the  Goodfel- 
lows  distributed  three  tons 
of  nuts,  three  tons  of  candy, 
77  bushels  of  apples,  60  cases 
of  oranges,  12,000  popcorn 
balls  and  12,000  books  to 
children  at  Saturday  morning 
shows  at  the  nine  local  thea- tres— the  Capitol,  Uptown, 
Crown,  Venetian,  Rialto, 
Mainstreet,  Douglas,  Granada 
and  State. 

Extra  B  'way  Shows 

On  New  Year's  Eve 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

at  11:45  P.  M.  and  the  Capitol  will 
start  a  complete  show  at  about  the 
same  time.  Neither  will  have  more 
than  one  extra  show. 

The  two-a-day  theatres,  the  Astor 
and  Broadway,  where  "The  Great Dictator"  and  "Fantasia,"  respectively, 
are  current,  will  adhere  to  their  regu- 

lar holiday  schedule  without  change. 
The  Astor  always  has  a  midnight 
show  Saturday  and  will  have  one  New 
Year's  Eve,  while  the  Broadway  will 
not  change  its  regular  two-a-day schedule. 
The  Strand  will  add  two  stage 

shows,  the  last  to  start  at  2  A.  M., 
while  the  Roxy  will  add  a  midnight 
show  and  may  add  another  if  business 
warrants.  Both  will  raise  prices  to  a 
maximum  of  $1.65,  depending  on  busi- 

ness. The  Paramount  will  raise  its 
scale  to  $1.10  at  7  P.  M.,  and  to  $1.50 
between  8  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.,  and  will 
drop  its  prices  thereafter  depending  on 
business.  The  Paramount's  last  stage show  will  start  at  12  :20  A.  M. 
The  Rivoli,  Globe  and  Rialto  will 

continue  all  night,  depending  on  busi- 
ness. Prices  will  be  adjusted  to  street 

conditions,  with  the  Rivoli  going  up 
to  $1.65,  the  Globe  99  cents,  and  the Rialto  75  cents. 

The  Center  Theatre  will  have  two 
performances,  one  at  8:40  P.  M.  and 
the  other  shortly  before  midnight. 
Other  legitimate  plays  will  have  their 
performances  at  the  regular  time. 
Some  will  raise  prices  substantially, 
while  others  will  adhere  to  the  regular 
scale. 

To  Raise  New  Year's  Eve Prices  in  Albany,  Utica 

Albany,  Dec.  22. — An  increase  in 
prices  among  downtown  theatres  in 
Albany  and  Utica,  with  prospects  that 
a  similar  situation  will  prevail  in  other 
large  cities  in  this  territory  is  indi- 
cated. 

Warners'  Strand,  Albany  and  Fa- 
bian's Palace  will  go  from  44  cents  to 

65  cents  for  all  seats  at  the  special 
New  Year's  Eve  shows.  Fabian's 
Grand  and  Warners'  Ritz  will  go  to 
50  cents.  In  Utica,  Gordon's  Olympic, 
Warners'  Stanley  and  Avon  all  will 
charge  65  cents,  absorbing  taxes,  while 
the  Utica  will  charge  55  cents. 

Building  Memphis  House 
Memphis,  Dec.  22. — Construction  of 

the  city's  largest  theatre  at  a  cost  of 
$75,000  has  been  authorized.  Owners 
of  the  project  are  Zerilla  and  Maceri. 
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Ascap  Sets 

$100,000  to 

'Police'  Air 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
from  networks  after  Dec.  31,  were 
cited  as  reasons  for  omitting  the  em- 

ployes' bonus  this  year. 
Ascap  has  ordered  the  installation 

of  tape  recording  machines  in  all  of  its 
34  offices  throughout  the  country,  to 
"police"  the  air.  The  machines  cost 
$1,500  each,  or  $51,000  in  all.  Most 
will  require  two  shifts  of  operators. 
They  will  be  turned  on  at  midnight, 
Dec.  31,  and  will  record  every  unli- 

censed, or  non-Ascap  program  there- 
after. 

In  addition,  Ascap's  legal  depart- 
ment is  being  geared  to  institute  copy- 
right infringement  actions  immediately 

that  an  unlicensed  performance  has 
been  established. 

While  negotiations  between  Ascap 
attorneys  and  the  Department  of  Jus- 

tice on  a  consent  decree  in  settlement 
of  the  six-year  old  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  society  are  in  progress  in 
Washington,  Ascap  officials  still  do 
not  anticipate  an  immediate  agreement. 

No  legal  form  of  decree  was  before 
the  Ascap  board  for  consideration  at 
its  meeting  Friday,  although  progress 
of  the  negotiations  was  discussed  in- 
formally. 

Capital  Reports 
No  Break  in  Deadlock 
Washington,  Dec.  22. — There  are 

no  indications  of  an  early  break  in  the 
Ascap-radio  situation,  which  continues 
deadlocked. 
National  Association  of  Broad- 

casters officials  said  no  new  moves 
have  been  made  by  either  side  in  the 
past  few  days  and  reiterated  their  de- 

termination not  to  negotiate  on  the 
basis  of  the  contract  Ascap  has  pro- 
posed. 

Department  of  Justice  officials  also 
appeared  to  be  marking  time,  awaiting 
the  submission  of  satisfactory  pro- 

posals from  Ascap  for  settlement  of 
the  pending  New  York  anti-trust  case 
against  the  society. 

Mexico  Seeking  to 
Close  Two  Stations 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  22. — The  Mexi- 
can Government  is  again  moving  to 

close  Stations  XERA,  of  180,000 
watts,  operated  by  Dr.  John  R.  Brink- 
ley  at  Villa  Acuna,  opposite  Eagle 
Pass,  Tex.,  and  XENT,  50,000  watts, 
which  the  Dr.  Baker  interests  conduct 
just  south  of  Laredo,  Tex.,  on  the 
ground  that  these  plants  persistently 
violate  Mexican  law  by  broadcasting 
medical  advertisements  and  thereby 
cheapen  this  country  abroad. 
The  Government  also  plans  to  in- 

vestigate Station  XEAW,  100,000 
watts,  which  the  Collins  medical  en- 

terprise operates  at  Reynoso,  over  the 
border  from  Del  Rio,  Tex.  The  Gov- 

ernment believes  that,  at  last,  thanks 
to  its  ratification  of  the  Havana  pacts, 
it  will  be  able  to  suppress  these  sta- 
tions. 

Opens  Missouri  House 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  22. — George 

Harttmann  has  opened  the  new  Vogue 
at  Lees  Summit,  Mo.,  near  Kansas 
City.  The  theatre  has  been  completely 
rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  $35,000. 

Off  the  Antenna 

GUV  C.  HICKOK,  director  of  the  NBC  short  wave  division  for  the  past 
three  and  one-half  years,  has  departed  to  join  the  Council  of  National 

Defense  for  the  Coordination  of  Commercial  and  Cultural  Relations  between 
the  American  Republics.  He  will  be  assistant  to  Don  Francisco,  who  heads 
the  radio  division  of  the  council.  Chief  purpose  of  the  radio  division  will  be 
to  coordinate  the  broadcasting  activities  of  the  six  companies  which  maintain 
international  short  wave  stations,  and  to  arouse  interest  in  Latin  America  for 
U.  S.  broadcasts. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Don  Glassman,  formerly  of  the  NBC  press  department, 
recently  won  a  $500  first  prize  for  making  a  new  model  radio  for  Philco.  .  .  . 
Ernie  Smith  will  do  the  play-by-play  for  the  East-West  game  over  Mutual 
Jan.  I.... Bill  Terry  has  been  named  production  manager  of  WSGN,  Bir- 

mingham, Ala. .  .  .Franklin  Dunham,  NBC  educational  director,  will  have  his 
book,  "Utilisation  of  Radio  in  the  Classroom,"  published  by  McGraw-Hill  in the  Spring. 

•  •  • 
WGBI,  Scranton,  which  goes  to  1,000  watts  March  29,  has  issued  a  new 

rate  card  effective  Jan.  1.  Basic  rate  is  $150  per  hour  for  evening  time. 
Present  advertisers  will  continue  under  existing  rates,  however,  if  their 
programs  are  not  interrupted,  and  new  advertisers  who  sign  before  Jan.  1 
and  start  their  programs  within  60  days  will  also  obtain  present  rates. 

•  •  • 

RCA  Manufacturing  Co.  will  expand  its  plants  in  Camden  and  Indianapolis 
at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $2,370,034,  under  the  terms  of  a  contract  award 
from  the  U.  S.  Navy,  it  has  been  announced.  At  the  same  time,  RCA 
Communications  disclosed  that  radio  communication  facilities  were  open  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  except  occupied  France  and  Belgium,  for  the  sending  of 
Christmas  greetings. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  C.  F.  Mueller  Co.  will  sponsor  the  \S-minute  newscast 
over  WABC  at  9  A.  M.  Mondays  through  Fridays,  beginning  Dec.  30.... 
Andrew  Jergens  Co.  will  replace  "Hollywood  Playhouse"  with  two  15-minute 
shows  over  66  NBC-Red  stations.  Tony  Martin  will  be  heard  from  Hollywood 
at  8  P.M.  and  "How  Did  You-  Meet"  an  audience  participation  show  zuill  be 
heard  from  New  York  at  8:15  P.  M  Gabriel  Heatter  has  been  renewed  by 
two  sponsors  and  has  had  a  new  one  added  on  his  Mutual  series.  Kreml  has 
renezved  the  Wednesday  and  Friday  spots,  Liberty  the  Thursday  and  Saturday 
shotvs,  while  Forhan's  has  purchased  the  Monday  series,  effective  Jan.  6. . . . 
"Stepmother"  enters  its  fourth  year  on  CBS  Jan.  6  and  adds  four  stations  on 
that  day  for  a  total  of  48.    Colgatc-Palmolive-Pcct  is  sponsor. 

•  •  • 

Only  two  outside  pickups  comprise  this  week's  television  schedule over  W2XBS.  Friday  at  8:30  P.  M.  there  will  be  wrestling  from  Jamaica 
Arena,  and  on  Saturday  at  8:15  P.  M.  a  double-header  college  basketball 
game  from  Madison  Square  Garden. 

•  •  • 
Norman  Corwin  arrived  Saturday  from  Hollywood  to  direct  his  oft-re- 

peated play,  "The  Plot  to  Overthrow  Christmas,"  on  the  CBS  Workshop  at 
10:30  P.  M.  Sunday.  This  was  his  inaugural  program  on  CBS,  first  given  at 
Christmas  time  in  1938.  The  script  is  being  brought  out  in  book  form  by  the 
Peter  Pauper  Press.  Corwin  will  return  to  Hollywood  after  the  holidays 
to  complete  his  assignment  as  coordinator  of  "Let  the  Rafters  Ring," 
which  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  and  others  are  producing-  for  RKO  release 
for  the  benefit  of  British  and  American  charities. 

•  •  • 

An  all-night  jamboree  was  conducted  over  WNEW  from  1  to  6  o'clock  this niorning  for  the  benefit  of  Bundles  for  Britain.  Prominent  stars  were  heard 
during  the  program  making  their  appeal  for  aid  to  Britain.  The  station  donated 
ts  share  of  proceeds  received  from  telegraphed  requests  for  entertainment. 

CBS  Stock  Sale  Is 

Reported  by  S.  E.  C. 
Washington,  Dec.  22. — Disposition 

of  1,000  shares  of  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System  Class  A  common  stock 

in  October  has  been  reported  for  Paul 
W.  Kesten,  New  York,  by  the  Se- 

curities and  Exchange  Commission 
in  its  semi-monthly  summary  of  the 
transactions  of  corporation  officers  and 
directors  in  the  securities  of  their 
companies.  At  the  close  of  the  month 
Kesten  held  1,501  shares  of  Class  A 
and  800  shares  of  class  B  stock. 

Manages  Mexico  Station 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  22. — Station 

XEFO  here,  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Party  of  the  Mexican  Revolution, 
which  dominates  Mexican  politics,  has 
a  new  manager,  Carlos  V.  Ariza,  who 
was  Mexican  consul  in  Tokyo. 

Baird  Demonstrates 

Television  in  Color 
London,  Dec.  22. — John  L.  Baird, 

president  of  Baird  Television  Co.,  Ltd., 
on  Friday  demonstrated  privately  his 
color  television.  Observers  noted  that 
the  reception  and  color  were  highly 
effective. 

The  Baird  demonstration  used  land- 
line  transmission.  The  system  is  ex- 

pected to  be  marketed  after  the  war. 

Pittsburgh  Billboard 

Ban  to  Be  Proposed 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  22.— Legislation 

will  be  introduced  into  the  City  Coun- 
cil late  this  month  to  eliminate  posters 

and  billboards  along  Pittsburgh's  prin- cipal boulevards.  The  council  already 
has  adopted  a  zoning  ordinance  which 
will  prevent  erection  of  new  billboards 
on  vacant  property  along  the  city's streets. 

WNEW  Staff  Gets 
Christmas  Bonus 

A  Christmas  bonus  of  two 
weeks'  salary  to  most  em. 
ployes,  and  larger  bonuses  to 
some  others,  was  given  at- WNEW  Friday.  Included 
among  employes  receiving 
bonuses  were  members  of 
the  announcing  and  engi- 

neering staff  and,  for  the 
first  time,  the  station's  house orchestra. 

Musicians'  Union 
Reelect  Rosenberg 

In  a  complete  sweep  for  the  "Blue" administration  slate,  Jacob  Rosenberg 
was  reelected  president  of  Musicians 
Union,  Local  802,  over  Albert  Pearl 
by  a  vote  of  4,984  to  2,858,  it  was  dis- 

closed Friday.  Richard  McCann  was 
reelected  vice-president  over  Richard 
Baravalle  by  a  vote  of  5,098  to  2,770 ; 
William  Feinberg  was  reelected  secre- 

tary over  Eddie  Davis  by  5,213  to  2,- 
675,  and  Harry  A.  Suber  was  treas- 

urer over  Ross  S.  Gorman,  5,092  to 

2,782. Emil  G.  Balzer,  William  Laendner, 
John  H.  Long,  John  Manuti,  Maurice 
Purgalin,  Aldo  Ricci,  Robert  Sterne, 
Samuel  Suber  and  S.  C.  Thompson 
were  elected  to  the  executive  board. 
Max  L.  Arons,  Sherman  G.  Brande, 
Frank  Garisto,  Eddie  Horn,  Richard 
Landon,  C.  G.  McGibney,  William  M. 
Powers,  George  Schector  and  Gino 
Tirelli  were  elected  to  the  trial  board. 
Arons  and  Harry  A.  Suber  were 

named  delegates  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians  convention, 
Balzer  and  McCann  to  the  State  Fed- 

eration of  Labor,  Feinberg,  McCann 
and  Rosenberg  to  the  Central  Trades 
and  Labor  Council,  and  Louis  Grupp 
to  the  United  Hebrew  Trades. 

Equity  Seeking  End 
Of  Exclusive  Clause 
Resolutions  calling  upon  the  Actors 

Equity  Council  to  eliminate  the  ex- clusive service  clause  from  the  stand- 
ard contracts,  to  give  junior  members 

full  voting  privileges,  and  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  aid  Equity  members 
appearing  before  local  draft  boards 
were  passed  Friday  by  about  200 
members  who  attended  the  quarterly 
membership  meeting  at  the  Hotel  As- 
tor.  The  resolutions  are  advisory  in 
nature  as  the  council  cannot  be  con- 

trolled by  the  membership  meeting. 
Paul  Dullzell,  executive  secretary, 

in  his  report  declared  that  it  was  too 
early  to  determine  whether  Sunday 
shows  or  the  increase  in  minimum 

wages  to  $50,  had  any  effect  on  em- 
ployment for  performers.  Dullzell  said 

the  effects  would  be  watched  carefully 
and  the  experiments  discontinued  if  in- 

creased employment  did  not  result. 
Dullzell  said  that  action  on  Equity's decision  to  bar  members  of  the  anti- 

American  groups  from  holding  office 
or  being  employed  by  Equity  has  been 
delayed  pending  changes  in  the  consti- 
tution. 

Altec  Closes  Welworth 
The  Welworth  Circuit,  operating  10 

theatres  in  North  Dakota,  South  Da- 
kota, Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  has 

signed  a  service  contract  with  Altec. 
O.  E.  Maxwell  negotiated  for  Altec. 
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CBS  to  Have 

Network  in 

Latin  America 

18-Country  Web  to  Start 
In  Fall,  Says  Paley 

By  SAM  SHAIN 

"On  or  about  Sept.  1,  1941,  Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting'  System  will 

be    firmly    established    in  Latin 
America  with 
an  affiliation 
of    39  long- 

wave and  25 
short   -  wave 
stations  in  18 
of  the  20  Latin 
American  Re- 

publics." This  was  Wil- 
liam S.  Paley's 

Christmas  mes- 
sage yesterday 

to  the  amuse- 
ment world  and 

to  official  per- 
sons interested 

in  hemisphere 
defense,  upon  his  return  from  a  seven- 
week  trip  to  the  Spanish-American 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

William  Paley 

To  Honor  Masters 

At  Toronto  Dinner 

Toronto,  Dec.  23.  —  Haskell  Mas- 
ters, former  Canadian  manager  for 

United  Artists,  and  newly  appointed 
Western  division  manager  for  the 
company,  will  be  tendered  a  farewell 
dinner  Saturday  night  at  the  King 
Edward  Hotel  here. 
Louis  Rosenfeldt,  general  manager 

of  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada,  is 
arranging  the  dinner.  Masters  is  ex- 

pected to  take  up  his  headquarters  at 
the  home  office  Jan.  2. 

Rites  for  Underwood 

Of  20th-Fox  Today 
Funeral  services  for  Franklyn  Un- 

derwood, 63,  Eastern  story  editor  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  will  be  held  at 
10  :30  A.M.  today  at  the  Little  Church 
Around  the  Corner.    He  died  Sunday 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

Two  Coast  Reviews 

Hollywood  reviews  of  "This 
Thing  Called  Love"  and  "She 
Couldn't  Say  No"  appear  on 
Page  7. 

$2,000,000  Recovered 
In  U.  S.  Taxes  Here 
More  than  $2,000,000  in  past 

due  Federal  admission  taxes 
has  been  recovered  by  the 
Government  in  the  last  18 
months  in  the  New  York 
metropolitan  area  from  the- 

atres, night  clubs  and  other 
amusement  places,  Special 
Assistant  Attorney  General 
Jesse  Moss,  head  of  the  New 
York  division,  said  yester- 

day. The  Government  has 
prosecuted  about  95  cases 
here,  he  said. 

Pre-Holiday  Spurt 

At  BVay  Theatres 
Grosses  turned  upward  yesterday  as 

capacity  crowds  thronged  at  least 
three  Broadway  first  runs,  the  Music 
Hall,  Paramount  and  Strand,  during 
the  matinee  hours.  The  welcome  up- 

swing, after  two  weeks  of  poor  busi- 
ness, was  attributed  largely  to  the 

school  recess  and  the  influx  of  many 
soldiers  and  other  visitors  to  the  city 
in  preparation  for  the  holiday.  Gen- 

erally, it  was  pointed  out,  the  seasonal 
pickup  does  not  begin  until  the  day 
after  Christmas. 
With  its  annual  special  Christmas 

stage  show  as  an  added  attraction,  the 
Music  Hall  drew  an  estimated  $56,- 
000  for  the  first  four  days  of  "No, (Continued  on  page  7) 

Disney  Productions 

Shows  $1,259,798 

Loss  for  1939-'40 

Hollywood,  Dec.  23. — Net  loss  of 
$1,259,798  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Sept.  28  last  is  reported  by  Walt 

Disney  Produc- tions in  its  first 
annual  report 
following  i  t  s 

public  stock  of- fering of  last 

April. The  result  is 
after  all 

charges  includ- 
i  n  g  provision o  f  $1,000,000 
representing  an 
anticipated  loss 
on  "Pinocchio." In  his  letter to   stockholders  Walt  Disllev 
accompan  y  i  n  g 
the  report, 

Walt  Disney  states  the  total  pro- 
duction cost  of  "Pinocchio"  was 

$2,595,379;  that  it  had  grossed 
$1,673,956  up  to  Sept.  28,  of 
which  the  Disney  company's  share 
amounted  to  $976,211.  It  is  antici- 

pated that  the  company  will  receive 
$619,167  from  the  picture's  earnings 
after  Sept.  28,  and,  "accordingly,  a 
charge  of  $1,000,000  has  been  made  to 
provide  for  the  excess  of  cost  of  this (Continued  on  page  6) 

NAB  Fights  on  As  High 

Court  Takes  Florida  Case 

While  attempts  to  fix  the  terms  of 
the  Ascap  consent  decree  failed  to 
show  any  real  progress,  and  Neville 
Miller,  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  president,  asserted  that 
reports  of  mediation  were  "entirely 
without  foundation,"  several  phases  of 
yesterday's  Ascap-BMI  developments 
were  significant. 
Gene  Buck,  Ascap  president,  de- 

clared that  any  network  or  station 
which  desires  to  use  Ascap  music 
after  Jan.  1  on  a  sustaining  program 
prepared  by  a  religious  or  educational 
organization  or  a  Government  agency, 
will  be  permitted  to  do  so  without 
charge. 
BMI  claimed  to  have  68  per  cent 

of  the  nation's  independent  stations 
signed  or  pledged  to  take  its  music 
after  Jan.  1,  with  610  stations  of  a 
total  of  about  750  commercial  outlets 
in  the  country. 
Buck  in  his  statement  declared  that 

it  had  always  been  Ascap's  policy  to 
permit  religious,  educational  and  Gov- (Continued  on  page  8) 

Washington,  Dec.  23. — The  Su- 
preme Court,  holding  it  had  probable 

jurisdiction,  today  consented  to  review 
appeals  involving  the  constitutionality 
of  Florida's  anti-Ascap  legislation. 
The  appeals,  both  by  Ascap  and 

Florida,  were  placed  on  the  high 
court's  calendar  and  probably  will  be 
reached  in  February,  shortly  after  the 
court  hears  the  appeal  involving  the 
Nebraska  anti-Ascap  law,  which  it 
also  agreed  two  weeks  ago  to  review. 

Both  cases  may  determine  the  con- 
stitutionality of  anti-Ascap  legislation 

in  other  states,  according  to  Herman 
Finkelstein  of  Schwartz  &  Frohlich. 
counsel  for  Ascap. 
The  Florida  law,  passed  in  1937, 

was  declared  invalid  by  a  Federal 
statutory  court  last  summer,  and  an 
injunction  against  enforcement  of  the 
law  was  issued.  An  appeal  was  taken 

by  the  state  from  the  lower  court's ruling  that  its  right  to  regulate  price- 
fixing  practices  or  combinations  as  set 
forth  in  the  statute  was  inseparable 

(.Continued  on  page  8) 

Local  Charges 

On  Arbitration 

Being  Set  Up 

Standard  Fees  in  Each 

Area,  Aim  of  AAA. 

Establishment  of  a  standard  scale 

of  fees  for  arbitrators  in  each  arbi- 
tration district  throughout  the 

country  is  being  undertaken  by  the 
American  Arbitration  Association 

here  in  its  continuing  effort  to  con- 
trol costs  and  so  make  arbitration 

proceedings  as  inexpensive  as  pos- sible. 

Only  the  most  unusual  of 
complaints  are  expected  to 
warrant  the  $50  per  day  maxi- 

mum fee  for  arbitrators,  it  was 

said. Numerous  disputes  of  a  nature 
which  do  not  require  extended  hear- 

ings will  warrant  fees  ranging  as  low 
as  $5  per  day  for  an  arbitrator.  In 
fact,  the  A.  A.  A.,  through  its  scale  of 
fees,  hopes  to  make  it  possible  for  ex- 

hibitors to  obtain  an  arbitration  hear- 
ing on  a  wide  variety  of  complaints 

for  arbitrators'  fees  not  in  excess  of 

$15. 

The  scale  of  fees  is  expected  to  be 
completed  early  in  January  or  before. (Continued  on  page  6) 

Barney  Balaban 

Answers  Strom 

Paramount  intends  to  abide  by  the 

consent  decree  in  "letter  and  spirit, 
will  try  to  make  it  work  for  the  good 
of  all,  will  give  it  a  fair  trial  and 
hopes  that  its  customers  will  do  like- 

wise," Barney  Balaban,  president,  as- serts in  a  letter  sent  yesterday  to  Fred 
(Continued  on  page  7) 

Home  Offices  Will 

Close  Early  Today 
All  home  offices  of  film  companies 

will  close  in  the  early  afternoon  to- 
day in  observance  of  the  Christmas 

holiday.  Some  will  hold  informal  par- 
ties for  employes,  as  will  the  ex- 

changes. The  Paramount  Pep  Club 
will  hold  a  party  in  the  afternoon. 

No  Paper  Tomorrow 
Motion  Picture  Daily  will 

not  be  published  tomorrow, 
which  is  Christmas  Day. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  23 

MACK  SENNETT  will  be  mas- ter of  ceremonies  Friday  night 
at  the  dedication  of  a  new  $250,000 
sound  stage  to  the  memory  of  Mabel 
Normand.  Among  those  invited  as 
honor  guests  are  former  Keystone 
Komedy  Kops  Raymond  Griffith,  Ed- 

ward Cline,  Lloyd  Bacon,  Tay  Gar- 
nett,  Frank  Lloyd,  Monte  Banks, 
Charles  Reisner,  Roy  Del  Ruth  and 
Wesley  Ruggles. 

John  W.  Rogers,  son  of  Charles  R. 
Rogers,  Columbia  producer,  today  re- 

signed from  the  20th  Century-Fox 
production  department  to  become  vice- 
president  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  Picture  Corp.  of  America,  which 
plans  three  aviation  films  for  Par- 

amount release.  Rogers  will  be  as- 
sociate producer  with  William  C. 

Thomas.  The  first  will  be  "Power 
Dive,"  featuring  Richard  Arlen,  with 
James  Hogan  directing. 

• 

Major  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  today  ob- 
tained special  leave  from  the  U.  S. 

Marines  to  direct  "Rage  in  Heaven" 
for  M-G-M,  illness  having  forced 
Robert  Sinclair,  who  started  the  Rob- 

ert Montgomery-Ingrid  Bergman  film, 
to  relinquish  the  assignment.  Van  Dyke 
will  return  to  the  San  Diego  base 
Jan.  6. • 

Milton  Berle  has  been  signed  to 
a  long  term  contract  by  20th  Century- 
Fox,  the  studio  announced  today. 

Personal  Mention 

SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  president  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  has  returned 

from  the  Coast,  where  he  attended  the 
funeral  of  his  brother,  Ernest  Kent. 

Carl  R.  Bamford,  president  of  Pub- 
lix  -  Bamford     Theatres,  Asheville, 
N.  C,  has  been  named  to  the  board  of 
the  Asheville  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

• 

Sam  Stiefel,  Philadelphia  inde- 
pendent circuit  head,  is  home  ill  with 

the  grippe. 

Charles  McLeary,  manager  of 
Loew's  Parkway  Theatre,  Baltimore, 
has  returned  to  duty  after  a  recent  ill- 

ness which  confined  him  to  Sinai  Hos- 

pital. Larry  Mackay,  manager  of  the 
Arcadia,  Philadelphia,  is  ill  with  an 
eye  infection. 

Joe  Shea,  field  publicist  for  United 
Artists,   will   return  to   New  York 
from  Minneapolis  on  Thursday. 

• 

John  G.  Walsh,  M-G-M  exploita- 
tion man  in  the  Albany  territory,  has 

left  with  Mrs.  Walsh  and  their  son 
to  spend  the  holidays  in  Cleveland. 

• 
Tay  Garnett,  director,  is  spending 

a  vacation  of  several  weeks  in  New 
York. 

• 

Jack  Needham,  20th  Century-Fox 
salesman  in  Columbus,  is  vacationing 
in  Florida. 

VIRY  EMItV  POST 

Cesar  Romero,  as  the  Romeo  of  the  rackets,  insists  that  all 

guests  attending  his  exclusive  functions  turn  over  to  the  butler 
their  brass  knucks,  iron  pipes,  gats,  and  miscellaneous  artillery. 

TALL,  DARK 

and  HANDSOME 

20th 's  natural! . . .  loaded  with  laughs !  thrills !  tunes ! 

XV 7  A.  (AL)  STEFFES,  of  Min- 
VV.  neapolis,  former  head  of  North- 

west Allied,  is  in  Miami,  continuing 
his  recuperation  from  a  long  illness. 

Monroe  Greenthal,  Edward  Pes 
kay,  Hortense  Schorr,  Maurice 
Bergman,  Lou  Pollock,  Paul  Ben- 

jamin, Milton  Silver  and  Hank 
Li  net  lunching  yesterday  at  the 
Tavern. 

Harry  Gold,  B.  S.  Moss,  Arthur 
Silverstone,  Arthur  Gottlieb  and 
Hal  Horne  having  lunch  at  Lindy's 
(51st  St.)  yesterday. 

Ralph  Austrian,  Adolph  Zukor, 
Sam  Shain,  Toby  Gruen,  Ed  Saun 
ders  and  Russell  Holman  at  Nick's 
Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday 
for  lunch. 

• 

Abe  Montague,  Rube  Jackter, 
Arche  Mayer,  Lou  Weinberg  and 
Irving  Shapiro  lunching  at  Lindy's (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yesterday. 

Stanton  Griffis,  Marcus  Hei 
man,  Arthur  Loew,  John  D.  Hertz, 
Jr.,  Lee  Shubert,  Arthur  Krim, 
Louis  Phillips,  Mort  Spring,  Wil- 

liam Melniker,  Dave  Blum  'and 
Sidney  Phillips  having  lunch  yes- 

terday at  Sardi's. • 
Louis  Davidoff,  West  Philadelphia 

district  manager  for  Warner  Theatres, 
is  home  recovering  from  an  illness. 

Beatrice  Levenstein  of  Warners' New  Haven  branch  has  announced  her 
engagement  to  Harry  Quint  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  N.  Y.  They  will  be  married 
next  month. 

Leaves  Indiana  A.T.O. 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  23. — Mrs.  Nor- 

ma Todd  has  resigned  as  secretary 
of  the  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of 
Indiana  after  serving  the  organization 
the  last  five  years.  Her  successor  is 
Christmas  Kirk,  who  has  been  in  the 
industry  about  seven  years  and  for- 

merly was  secretary  and  shorts  booker 
for  the  Schwartz  Amusement  Co.  of 
Louisville. 

Manager  Beaten,  Robbed 
Buffalo,  Dec.  23. — Hayes  Garbari- 

no,  manager  of  the  Franklin  at  Lacka- 
wanna, near  here,  was  taken  to  a  hos- 

pital with  skull  injuries  and  a  broken 
arm  this  afternoon  after  being  beaten 
by  two  men  who  robbed  him  of  $402, 
the  weekend  receipts.  He  took  charge 
of  the  theatre  last  week. 

Smith  Heads  Ball  Club 

Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  Dec.  23. — W. 
Clyde  Smith,  manager  of  Malco  the- 

atres here,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  Hot  Springs  Baseball  Club  of 
the  Cotton  States  League.  He  has 
been  active  in  civic  affairs  since  com- 

ing here  five  years  ago. 

L  &  J  Manager  Dies 
Waycross,  Ga.,  Dec.  23. — William 

L.  Wilson,  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Lucas 
&  Jenkins  theatre  here,  died  recently. 
The  deceased  leaves  his  widow,  a  son 
and  a  daughter. 

Variety  Club  Gave 

$342,000  Since  '27 Pittsburgh,  Dec.  23.— Char- ities of  the  local  Variety 
Club  have  exceeded  $342,000 
since  its  founding  in  1927,  of- 

ficials disclose.  Biggest  re- 
cipient has  been  the  Milk 

Fund  in  which  $250,000  has 
been  distributed  to  institu- 

tions throughout  western 
Pennsylvania. 

•  Other  beneficiaries:  boys' 
camp,  $20,000;  boys'  funds, $20,000;  aid  to  individuals, 
$15,000;  girls'  camp,  $10,000; 
hospital  aid,  $10,000;  explo- 

sion sufferers,  $6,000;  rebuilt 
church,  $5,000;  Community 
Fund,  $5,000. 

Loew-Poli  New  Haven 

Division  Party  Held 

New  Haven,  Dec.  23.— The  Loew- Poli  division  party  was  held  tonight  at 
the  Hotel  Taft,  with  Lou  Cohen  of 
the  Palace,  Hartford,  master  of  cere- monies. On  the  guest  list  were :  Harry 
F.  Shaw,  division  manager;  Lou 

Brown,  publicity  chief ;  Morris  Men- delsohn, Elliott  Kronish,  Charlotte 
McQuigan,  Dave  Kaufman,  James 
Memery,  Florine  Bauer,  Robert  Rus- 

sell, Sam  Badamo,  William  Reisinger, 
Matt  Saunders,  Morris  Rosenthal, 
Harry  Rose,  H.  H.  Maloney,  Jack 
Simons,  Lou  Cohen,  Edward  Fitz- 

gerald, Joseph  Samartano,  George 
Freeman,  Robert  Portle,  Joe  Amsted, 
Jack  Sidney,  Bob  Carney,  Tony  Mas- 
sella,  Nat  Rubin,  Robert  Munzner, 
Vernon  Burns,  George  Loukides,  Wil- lian  Scanlon,  Wally  Cooper,  Sidney 
Klepper,  Boyd  Sparrow,  Morris 
Druckner,  Max  Nesvetsky,  Russell 
Moriarty,  Otto  Esposito,  Al  Domiam, 
A.  Cleveland,  Shirley  Cleveland,  Max 
Furman,  Jack  Brassil. 

Plan  Party  for  Lessy 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  23. — The  local 

film  industry  is  planning  a  testimonial 
dinner  for  Mike  Lessy,  well  known 
independent  exhibitor,  who  plans  to 
retire  after  35  years  in  the  business. 

Gets  Exhibitor  Unit  Post 
Cincinnati,  Dec.  23. — James  Shep- 

ard,  former  manager  of  the  Drive- 
in,  has  been  named  business  manager 
of  Greater  Cincinnati  Independent  Ex- hibitors Association. 
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JLL  OF  GOOD  THINGS 

CLARK  GABLE,  HEDY  LAMARR  in  "COMRADE  X"  .  ROBERT 

TAYLOR  in  "FLIGHT  COMMAND"  •  CARY  GRANT,  KATHARINE 

HEPBURN,  JAMES  &TEWART  in  "PHILADELPHIA.  STORY" 

JAMES  STEWART,  HEDY  LAMARR  in  "COME  LIVE  WITH  ME" 

"ANDY  HARDY'S  PRIVATE  SECRETARY",  LEWIS  STONE, 

MICKEY  ROONEY  •    GREER  GARSON,  WALTER  PIDGEON  in 

"BLOSSOMS  IN  THE  DUST"  (Technicolor)  •  WALLACE  BEERY  in 

"THE  BAD  MAN"  •   WILLIAM  POWELL,  MYRNA  LOY  in  "MR. 

CO-ED".  SPENCER  TRACY,  MICKEY  ROONEY  in  "MEN  OF  BOYS 

TOWN"  .  JAMES  STEWART,  JUDY  GARLAND,  HEDY  LAMARR, 

LANA  TURNER,  TONY  MARTIN  in  "THE  ZIEGFELD  GIRL". 
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SHE'S  NOTHING 

THE  DOOR  OPENS  TO 

THE  MOST  EXCITING 

POSSIBILITIES  IN 

THE  HISTORY  OF 

MOVIE  EXPLOITATION 

. . . .  HEADED  FOR 

MASS  ATTENDANCE 

IN  10,000  THEATRES 

RUN  BY K E 



BUT  PURE  BOX-OFFICE  LURE! 

W  D  f J]  A J 

starring  VIRGINIA  BRUCE  •  JOHN  BARRYMORE 

JOHN  HOWARD   •  CHARLIE  RUGGLES  •  OSCAR  HOMOLKA 

with  Edward  Brophy*  Donald  McBride  •  Margaret  Hamilton 

c        di    l  Directed  by 
bcreen  Play  by  ■  •** 

Robert  Lees   •  Fred  Rinaldo  •   Gertrude  Purcell  A-  EDWARD  SUTHERLAND 

Original  Story  by  Kurt  Siodmak  and  Joe  May  Associate  Producer,  Burt  Kelly 
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Local  Charges 

On  Arbitration 

Being  Set  Up 

CBS  to  Have  Net  In  Latin 

America,  Paley  Discloses 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

{.Continued  from  page  1) 
Each  scale  which  is  established  will 
take  into  account  the  business  nature 
of  the  individual  arbitration  territory ; 
for  example,  fees  for  all  hearings  will 
be  less  in  territories  such  as  Okla- 

homa City  and  Charlotte  than  in  Chi- 
cago and  Los  Angeles,  and  the  latter 

may  be  less  than  those  in  New  York. 
In  addition,  the  scale  in  the  individ-. 

ual  territories  will  vary  in  accordance 
with  the  type  of  complaint  which  is 
heard.  Arbitration  of  disputes  over 
whether  or  not  pictures  are  subject  to 
cancellation  on  religious  or  moral 

grounds,  and  conceivably  other  dis- 
putes of  this  kind,  will  be  heard  with- 

out payment  of  any  fee  whatever  to 
the  arbitrators.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  A.  A.  A.  considers  that 
type  of  dispute  to  be  in  the  public 
interest. 

Less  Costly  Than  Courts 
The  A.  A.  A.  points  out  that  while 

arbitration  is  not  intended  primarily 
to  be  an  expenseless  or  free  service,  it 
is  designed  to  be  far  less  costly  than 
court  litigation.  This  is  the  _  basic 
thought  of  the  organization  in  its  ef- 

fort to  control  costs  of  the  process  in 
the  film  industry,  it  was  said. 

J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  A.  A.  A.,  who  returned  to 

New  York  over  the  weekend,  after 
completing  preliminary  arrangements 
for  the  establishment  of  18  of  the  in- 

dustry's 31  local  arbitration  boards,  in the  Middle  West  and  Far  West,  may 
make  public  today  a  report  on  the 
organization  work  accomplished  thus 
far.  He  will  leave  for  the  South  in 
about  a  week  to  prepare  for  the  estab- 

lishment of  the  local  boards  there. 
Meanwhile,  A.  A.  A.  headquarters  is 
handling  the  preliminary  work  on  the 
Eastern  seaboard  units. 

All  31  boards  are  scheduled  to  be  in 
readiness  to  function  in  about  a  month. 

De  Rochemont  Rites  Held 
Boston,  Dec.  23.— Funeral  services 

for  Louis  L.  De  Rochemont,  68,  who 
died  here  Saturday  of  a  heart  attack, 
were  held  today  at  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Burial  was  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery, 
Everett,  Mass.  The  deceased,  a  Bos- 

ton attorney,  was  the  father  of  Louis 
De  Rochemont,  publisher-producer  of 
The  March  of  Time,  and  Richard  De 
Rochemont,  its  managing  editor. 

We  are  the  exclusive  distributors,  sole 
copyright  owners  and  exclusive  holders 
of  the  censorship  licenses  of  the  motion 
picture. 

Any  showing  of  this  film  without  our 
authorization  will  be  considered  a  copy- 

right violation. 
For  bookings  apply  to  Samuel  Cum- mins, Eureka  Productions,  Inc.,  230  Fast 

4  1st  Street,  New  York  City. 

countries.  Programs  will  be  broad- 
cast in  Portuguese  and  Spanish  in 

rigidly  native  fashion. 
These  stations  will  be  under  con- 

tract with  CBS  for  five  years,  with 
the  exception  of  one  station  (Argen- 

tina), and  the  terms  of  their  affilia- tion with  CBS  will  be  the  same  as 
those  under  which  the  network  oper- 

ates with  American  stations.  At  pres- 
ent CBS  operates,  in  addition  to  the 

U.  S.,  in  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico  and 
Canada.  CBS  is  spending  approxi- 

mately $400,000  on  transmitter  equip- 
ment to  make  the  new  network  pos- 
sible and  before  embarking  on  this 

plan,  Paley  stated  that  it  had  been  dis- 
cussed with  the  U.  S.  State  Depart- 

ment where  it  had  been  enthusiastically 
received.  Don  Francisco,  head  of  the 
radio  section  of  the  communications 
division  of  the  U.  S.  Committee  to 
Co-ordinate  Commercial  and  Cultural 
Relations  between  the  American  Re- 

publics, is  now  making  the  same  tour 
which  Paley  made  and  in  all  prob- 

ability the  CBS  plans  will  be  discussed 
with  him  upon  his  return.  Also,  a 
CBS  engineer  will  soon  go  to  Latin 
America  to  help  coordinate  the  equip- 

ment side  of  the  venture. 
CBS  intends  to  employ  the  resources 

of  two  50,000  watt  transmitters, 
WCBX  and  WCRC,  for  the  new 
Latin  American  network. 

News  Chief  Subject 

Broadcasting  of  news  will  be  the 
principal  job  of  the  new  network,  and 
secondly  will  be  the  broadcasting  of 
the  culture  and  refinement  of  the 
Latin  American  countries,  including 
dramas  and  serials.  Paley  stated  yes- 

terday that  the  Latin  Americans  are 
hungry  for  real,  authoritative  news 
of  what  is  going  on  and  that  he 
found  a  natural  affection  and  esteem 
among  the  natives  of  the  countries 
which  he  visited  for  the  United 
States.  Paley  described  this  affec- 

tion as  "intuitive." Some  of  the  stations  which  CBS 
will  have  as  affiliates  in  South  Amer- 

ica will  be  Government  owned,  such 
as  in  Peru,  Bolivia  and  Brazil,  but 
otherwise  and  in  the  main  the  affili- 

ates are  the  "most  popular"  in  their 
realms,  Paley  stated,  and  were  chosen 
as  affiliates  for  that  reason,  only. 

In  some  instances  CBS  will  be  affili- 
ated with  entire  native  networks.  Ger- 

many and  Italy  have  from  time  to 
time  bought  time  in  the  Latin  Ameri- 

can countries  for  rebroadcasting  and 
generally  have  been  more  successful 
in  attracting  Latin  American  listeners, 
because  of  their  more  powerful  trans- 

mitter signals,  than  American  sta- 
tions. In  fact,  the  American  stations 

have  been  practically  and  for  the  most 
part  unheard  in  Latin  America.  How- 

ever, while  the  German-Italian  Axis 
propaganda  broadcasts  have  been  more 

Two  Firms  Chartered 

Albany,  Dec.  23. — Jerome  Theatre 
Corp.  and  Trapeze  Productions,  Inc., 
have  been  incorporated  here.  Jerome 
Theatre  was  formed  by  John  J.  Slat- 
tery,  Josephine  Degnan  and  Sylvia 
Goodman,  New  York,  and  Trapeze  by 
B.  L.  Maarsen,  Geraldine  Weiss  and 
Rose  Lader,  New  York. 

successful  in  reaching  the  Latin  Amer- 
ican public  than  American  stations, 

Great  Britain  is  quite  powerfully 
heard  there,  too. 

The  Latin-American  affiliates 
will  carry  one  hour  daily  of 
CBS  sustaining  programs  and 
will  also  be  open  to  commercial 
programs  from  the  network, 
starting  with  about  20  hours 
of  CBS  programs  a  week.  Pro- 

grams will  be  controlled  at  the 
source  on  both  ends.  Thus  the 
Latin-American  stations  will 
control  their  programs  and 
CBS  here  will  control  those 
which  originate  here. 

Edmund  A.  Chester,  of  the  Associ- 
ated Press,  in  South  America,  has 

been  retained  by  CBS  to  handle  its 
news  and  for  the  new  Latin  American 

group. The  New  York  Philharmonic, 
whose  music  is  presently  being  broad- 

cast on  short  wave,  will  continue  to  be 
an  important  part  of  the  CBS  Latin 
American  programs. 
"The  new  network,"  said  Paley, 

"will  not  be  used  for  political  propa- 
ganda of  the  type  disseminated  from 

numerous  European  transmitters." CBS  has  been  sending  programs 
regularly  to  Latin  America  since  1929. 
Since  1930,  the  short-wave  power  of 
CBS  has  advanced  from  the  original 
500-watt  W2XE  transmitter  to  a 
1,000-watt  station  and  four  years  ago 
to  the  10,000-watt  station  WCBX. 

Eight  Antennas  for  S.A. 

The  two  new  50,000-watt  stations 
which  CBS  is  erecting  are  on  the 
1,200-acre  short  wave  transmitting  site 
of  the  Mackay  Radio  and  Telegraph 
Company  near  Brentwood,  L.  I. 
Mackay  R.  and  T.  Co.  is  a  subsidiary 
of  the  International  Telephone  and 
Telegraph.  Eight  antennas  are  being 
constructed  exclusively  for  Latin 
American  use,  capable  of  15  differ- 

ent broadcasting  combinations  with 
either  of  the  two  stations,  WCBX  and 
WCRC. 
The  present  average  short  wave 

power  of  the  Columbia  Broadcasting 
System  is  70  k.w.  The  new  transmit- ters with  their  associated  directional 
antennas  will  be  capable  of  radiating 
an  average  effective  power  of  1500 
k.w.— 1,500,000  watts  towards  Latin America. 

Countries  in  which  CBS  will  oper- 
ate in  Latin  America  are  Argentina, 

Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia, 
Costa  Rica,  Cuba,  Dominican  Repub- 

lic, Ecuador,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala, 
Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  Para- 

guay, Peru,  Uruguay,  Venezuela. 
Paley's  survey  of  Latin  America was  made  with  the  assistance  of  Paul 

W.  White,  director  of  news  broad- 
casts. 

Fitzgerald  Services  Set 
Hollywood,  Dec.  23. — The  body  of 

F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  44,  writer,  who 
died  Saturday,  will  be  sent  to  Balti- 

more for  funeral  services  and  burial. 
In  recent  years  he  was  a  scenarist, 
recently  finishing  a  script,  "The  Light 
of  Heart,"  for  20th  Century-Fox. 

Disney  Productions 

Shows  $1,259,798 

Loss  for  1939-'40 (Continued  from  page  1) 

picture  over  the  estimated  total  rev- 

enues." 

The  Disney  statement  asserts  that 
with  the  completion  last  Spring  of  the 

company's  new  studio,  production  has 
been  augmented  100  per  cent  and  a 
substantial  reduction  of  production 
costs  per  foot  have  been  realized.  As 
a  result,  Disney  states,  the  company 

now  believes  "it  has  adjusted  opera- 
tions to  a  schedule  of  production  and 

costs  designed  to  be  independent"  of 
foreign  markets. 

The  report  states  that  Disney  deliv- 
ered one  feature  and  10  short  subjects 

to  RKO  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Sept.  28,  and  that  it  contemplates  de- 

livery of  two  features,  "The  Reluctant 
Dragon"  and  "Bambi,"  and  20  short 
subjects  to  RKO  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Sept.  28,  1941.  Under  a  recent 
extension  of  its  contract  with  RKO, 
it  will  deliver  an  additional  18  short 
subjects  thereafter. 

Plan  Two  a  Year 

It  has  an  additional  feature,  "Dum- 
bo, the  Flying  Elephant,"  in  work,  for which  no  distribution  deal  has  been 

set  yet.  Features  scheduled  for  re- 
lease in  1942  are  "Peter  Pan"  and 

"Wind  in  the  Willows."  The  com- 
pany plans  to  produce  two  or  more 

features  annually  in  addition  to  its 
shorts,  as  an  established  policy,  ac- 

cording to  the  statement.  The  com- 
pany currently  has  28  shorts  in  vari- ous stages  of  production. 

Its  inventory  of  pictures  in 
process,  including  features, 
amounts  to  $3,650,256,  the  high- 

est in  its  history.  In  addition, 
it  has  149  stories  which  cost 

$367,275. 
The  report  shows  total  income  for 

the  year  of  $2,525,723,  of  which  $1,- 
954,335  was  the  producer's  share  of film  rentals  and  the  balance  from 
licensing  of  Disney  characters  and 
music  royalties.  General,  administra- 

tive and  selling  expenses  amounted  to 
$649,354,  and  amortization  of  picture 
costs,  $1,719,140. 

The  company  reported  total  assets 
of  $8,562,137,  of  which  current  and 
working  assets,  including  cash  of  $116,- 
218,  amounted  to  $5,058,966.  Current 
liabilities  were  $2,606,315,  including 
five  per  cent  demand  bank  notes 
amounting  to  $1,932,992,  secured  by 
negatives. 

Mexican  Ban  Lifted 

On  Religious  Films 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  23. — President 

Manuel  Avila  Camacho  has  already 
acted  favorably  upon  his  pre-election 
statement  that  he  is  for  all  religious 
liberty  and  expression  by  permitting 
public  exhibition  here  of  two  pictures 
that  had  been  banned  by  the  old  ad- 

ministration, because  they  were  re- 
ligious. 

The  pictures  are  "La  Reina  de 
Mexico"  ("The  Queen  of  Mexico"), 
the  first  film  story  of  the  appearance 
here  in  1530  of  Our  Lady  of  Guada- 

lupe, this  country's  patson  saint,  and 
"St.  Therese  of  the  Child  Jesus,"  a French  production. 
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Hollywood  Reviews 

"This  Thing  Called  Love" 
(Columbia) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  23. 

/CONTINUING  cultivation  of  the  comedy  vein  opened  up  with  "It 
^  Happened  One  Night"  and  worked  with  consistent  success  down 
the  years  to  "He  Stayed  for  Breakfast,"  Columbia  offers  herewith  a 
sophisticated  treatment  of  the  marital  relationship  hailed  by  a  Holly- 

wood preview  audience  as  tops  for  the  type.  Starring  Rosalind  Russell 
and  Melvyn  Douglas,  supported  by  Binnie  Barnes,  Allyn  Joslyn,  Gloria 
Dickson,  Lee  J.  Cobb,  Gloria  Holden,  Paul  McGrath  and  others,  the 
film  makes  direct  bid  for  adult  interest  and  stresses  frustration  through- 

out as  the  point  of  its  humor. 
Based  upon  a  play  by  Edwin  Burke,  with  a  script  by  George  Seaton, 

Ken  Englund  and  P.  J.  Wolfson,  the  picture  opens  with  Miss  Russell, 
insurance  company  statistician,  welcoming  to  Chicago  her  fiance  of  five 

days'  acquaintance,  Melvyn  Douglas,  determined  to  prove,  by  marrying 
him  with  stipulation  that  their  union  will  not  be  consummated  for  90 
days,  that  most  divorces  would  not  occur  if  newlyweds  followed  this 
plan.  Douglas  argues  against  it  but  is  persuaded  by  his  attorney  that 
he  can  convince  the  lady  after  the  ceremony,  by  charm  and  intimate 
association,- of  the  error  of  her  idea. 

They  are  married  and  he  attempts,  on  their  bridal  night,  to  overcome 
her  restrictions  by  masculine  wiles,  champagne  and  suggestion,  but 
fails.  Other  couples  and  families  concerned  in  the  story  have  varying 
adventures  bearing  upon  their  own  and  finally,  on  advice  of  her  best 
friend,  she  abandons  her  idea  and  seeks  to  bring  the  marriage  to  the 
traditional  basis.  But  Douglas,  meanwhile,  has  contracted  poison-oak 
infection  under  circumstances  he  cannot  disclose  to  her,  wherefore  he 
resists  her  in  a  sequence  paralleling  her  resistance  to  him.  After  a 
number  of  complications,  surprises,  coincidences  and  events,  including 
some  rough-and-tumble,  they  are  on  the  point  of  consummating  their 
marriage  as  the  picture  ends. 

Production  by  William  Perlberg  and  direction  by  Alexander  Hall 
are  of  high  polish  and  skilled  planning.  Dialogue  is  keen-edged  and 
effective.   Performances  of  all  players  are  expert  and  convincing. 

With  delayed  consummation  of  marriage  the  theme  of  the  comedy, 
alternating  attempts  of  both  parties  to  accomplish  it  supplying  motiva- 

tion, the  production  is,  of  course,  for  mature  audiences  only. 

Running  time,  93  minutes.    "A."  *  Roscoe  Williams 

"She  Couldn't  Say  No" 
( W  amors) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  23. 
ID  OGER  PRYOR,  Eve  Arden  and  Cliff  Edwards  appear  here  in  the 

leading  roles  of  a  comedy  dealing  with  love  and  lawyers. 
Pryor  is  cast  as  a  young  attorney  whose  first  break  on  a  case  takes 

him  away  from  his  office,  whereupon  Miss  Arden,  acting  in  the  capa- 
city of  his  secretary  but  also  a  full  fledged  lawyer,  is  forced  to  take 

a  complementary  case,  although  knowing  her  boss's  objections  to  hav- 
ing his  future  wife  have  a  career  of  her  own. 

The  two  cases  merge  into  one,  a  breach  of  promise  suit  for  $100,000 
brought  by  a  spinster  of  60-odd  years  against  her  alleged  heart-breaker 
of  81.  The  young  man  and  his  secretary  find  themselves  as  opposing 
counsel,  with  the  case  ending  in  reconciliation  between  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  as  well  as  between  the  two  attorneys. 

Cliff  Edwards  is  seen  as  a  process  server  and  general  handy  man 
to  the  attorneys,  Clem  Bevans  and  Vera  Lewis  as  the  litigants.  Earl 
Baldwin  and  Charles  Grayson  wrote  the  screenplay,  from  a  stage 
vehicle  by  Benjamin  M.  Kaye.  William  Clemens  directed,  and  William 
Jacobs  was  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  64  minutes.    "G."  *  W.  S. 

Barney  Balaban 

Answers  Strom 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
H.  Strom  of  Northwest  Allied, 
Minneapolis. 

Strom  had  written  Balaban  express- 
ing concern  over  a  quotation  in  a  trade 

paper  interview,  which  he  feared  indi- 
cated that  Paramount  might  attempt 

to  evade  the  decree  by  not  selling  sub- 
sequent picture  blocks  to  exhibitors 

who  did  not  buy  the  first  offered. 
"If  Paramount  should  offer  a  block 

of  five  pictures  and  no  others  at  the 

time,"  Balaban's  letter  states,  "each 
exhibitor  to  whom  it  is  offered  is  per- 

fectly free  to  buy  or  not  to  buy,  strict- 
ly upon  his  judgment  as  to  its  merit; 

and  neither  the  distributor  nor  the 
exhibitor  could  under  such  circum- 

stances bring  any  other  picture  or 
block  of  pictures  into  the  equation." Balaban  points  out  that  the  method 
which  Strom  feared  Paramount  might 
pursue  would  be  contrary  even  to 
good  business  procedure. 

"To  attempt  to  accumulate  product 
for  indiscriminate  offering,"  he  states, 
"without  recognizing  the  fact  that 
some  order  is  necessary  would  not 
simplify  or  aid  in  the  solution"  of  the problem  of  avoiding  confusion  in  the 
sale  and  booking  of  pictures  under  the 
new  order. 

Assuring  Strom  and  his  exhibitor 
associates  that  they  "need  have  no  con- 

cern about  the  intentions  of  Para- 
mount and  its  officers  and  employes 

about  the  consent  decree,"  Balaban 
emphasizes  that  "product  must  not  be 
dissipated  or  sacrificed  either  by  ex- 

hibitor or  distributor  in  any  arbitrary 
way  because  if  this  happens  everybody 
loses." 

72  to  Join  Pioneers 

Philadelphia  Group 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  23. — A  local 

chapter  of  Motion  Picture  Pioneers, 
being  organized  by  Jay  Emanuel,  has 
rounded  up  72  members  of  the  indus- 

try who  have  been  in  the  business  in 
this  area  for  25  years  or  more. 
The  membership  of  the  group  in- 

cludes :  George  P.  Aarons,  Ben  Am- 
sterdam, E.  E.  Applegate,  D.  O.  At- 

kinson, Dave  Barrist,  Jay  Becker,  A. 
J.  Belari,  William  Bethel,  A.  R.  Boyd, 
Frank  Beuhler,  William  Butler,  L.  J. 
Chamberlain,  James  Clark,  Joseph 
Conway,  Herb  Elliott,  L.  A.  Farrell, 
Al  Fisher,  Jacob  Fox,  Ed  Gabriel, 
William  Gabriel,  William  Goldman, 
Charles  Goodwin,  Jack  Greenberg, 
Luke  Gring,  Ben  Harris,  William 
Herchenrider,  Fred  Herman,  I.  M. 
Hirschblond,  William  Hissner,  Floyd 
Hopkins,  William  C.  Hunt,  Bud  Irwin, 
Bill  Keegan,  Dave  Korson,  Jack  Kra- 
ker,  Sam  Lefko,  Mike  Lessy,  Ike 
Levy,  Norman  Lewis,  Oscar  Libros, 
Spencer  Lockard,  William  MacAvoy, 
Jr.,  Pete  Magazzu,  Ike  Marcus,  John 
Monroe,  George  Naudascher,  Oscar 
Neufeld,  J.  Fred  Osterstock.  Si 
Perelsweig,  Lewen  Pizor,  Nick 
Power,  George  Reister,  Johnny  Rob- 

erts, Milt  Rogasner,  A.  J.  Rovner, 
Abe  Sablosky.  Lou  Sablosky,  Sidney 
E.  Samuelson,  "Doc"  Shad,  J.  V. 
Schrek,  George  Schwartz,  Ben  Schind- 
ler,  Ulrik  Smith,  Columbus  Stamper, 
Harry  Stiefel,  Nathan  Stiefel,  Oscar 
Stiefel,  Sam  Stiefel,  Earle  W.  Swei- 
gert,  Morris  Wax,  G.  F.  Wieland  and 
Walter  Yost. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Add  Three  Franchises 
Film  Alliance  of  the  United  States 

has  added  three  new  franchise  holders. 
Atlantic  Pictures  will  handle  the 
product  in  the  New  Orleans  territory ; 
Adams'  Film  Exchanges  in  Dallas, Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  in  those 
areas,  and  Northeastern  Film  Co.  in 
the  Boston  territory.  Norman  Elson, 
sales  manager,  has  returned  from  a 
three-weeks  sales  trip. 

Handle  Texas  Short 

Dallas,  Dec.  23. — "The  Cavalcade 
of  Texas,"  all-color  short  subject 
showing  the  resources  of  the  state, 
will  be  distributed  nationally  by  Mon- 

ogram. The  deal  was  closed  between 
Karl  Hoblitzelle,  acting  chairman  of 
the  Texas  World's  Fair  Commission, 
and  John  L.  Franconi,  Dallas  fran- 

chise holder  for  Monogram. 

Time  Had  Come 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  23. 
AN  unusual  free  matinee ■SI  was  run  at  the  Temple 

when  manager  Reuben  Porit, 
upon  opening  the  house, 
found  some  60  youngsters 
lined  up  in  front  of  the  box- 
office  with  canned  goods.  Al- 

though no  announcement  had 
been  made  of  a  canned  goods 
matinee,  the  youngsters  ap- 

parently decided  that  since 
the  Temple  ran  a  matinee  an- nually, this  was  as  good  a 
time  as  any.  Porit  admitted 
all  the  youngsters  and  turned 
the  cans  over  to  the  British 
Relief  Fund. 

Pre-Holiday  Spurt 

At  B'way  Theatres 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

No  Nanette."  The  Christmas  stage 
show  will  be  continued  through  Fri- 

day although  "Philadelphia  Story" will  open  Thursday. 
"Love  Thy  Neighbor"  proved  itself 

a  first  class  box-office  draw  in  the 
week  before  the  holiday.  With  Char- 

lie Barnet's  band  on  the  stage,  the 
film  drew  an  estimated  $27,0(X)  over 
the  weekend  and  should  finish  its  first 
week  at  the  Paramount  tonight  with  a 
tremendous  $65,000.   It  will  be  held. 
"Chad  Hanna"  will  open  at  the 

Roxy  Wednesday,  one  day  early,  to 

take  advantage  of  the  holiday.  "One 
Night  in  the  Tropics"  with  a  stage show  drew  an  estimated  $12,800  for 
the  first  four  days.  In  its  tenth  week 

at  the  Astor,  "The  Great  Dictator" grossed  an  estimated  $9,600. 
"Ellery  Queen ,  Master  Detective" should  draw  an  estimated  $5,000  for 

the  week  which  ends  tonight  at  the 

Rialto,  and  "San  Francisco  Docks" 
will  open  there  tomorrow.  "Dispatcn from  Reuter's"  drew  an  estimated 
$1,300  for  its  last  three  days  of  a  10- 
day  run  at  the  Globe.  "Here  Comes 
the  Navy,"  which  opened  at  the  Globe 
Saturday,  drew  an  estimated  $3,200 
over  the  weekend. 

Rites  for  Underwood 

Of  20th-Fox  Today 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

in  Doctors  Hospital  following  an  op- eration. 

Out  of  respect,  the  company's scenario  offices  in  New  York  will  be 
closed  all  day. 
Underwood  became  Eastern  story 

editor  for  Fox  Film  Corp.  in  1930. 
A  native  of  Denver,  he  began  his  c&- 
reer  at  Elitch's  Gardens  there  in  1904 
as  an  actor.  Later  he  followed  his 
profession  in  California  and  then  came 
to  New  York.  Leaving  the  acting  side 
of  the  business  after  a  few  years, 
he  became  general  manager  for  Oliver Morosco. 
He  leaves  a  widow,  Mrs.  Frances 

Slosson  Underwood ;  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Flora  Harris  and  Mrs.  John 
Maider,  both  of  Denver,  and  two 
brothers,  George  E.  and  Frederick,  of 
Los  Angeles. 

George  Cook  Dies 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  23. — George  W. 

Cook,  57,  projectionist  at  the  Avalon 
Theatre  is  dead  here.  Cook  is  sur- 

vived by  his  wife,  three  sons,  his 
father  and  four  sisters  and  a  brother. 
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Radio  Must 

Aid  Defense, 

Says  Trammell 

Radio  must  play  its  part  in  national 
defense  by  sustaining  morale,  Niles 
Trammell,  NBC  president,  declared 
yesterday  in  his 
formal  year-end 
statement. 
Trammell  de- 

clared that  two 
things  were 
necessary  for 
morale,  the  un- 

interrupted flow 
of  uncensored 
news  and  the 
continuance  of 
entertainment. 

As  part  of  the 
news  service, 
Trammell 
pointed  out, 
radio  needs  a 
continuation  and 
expansion  of  programs  with  serious 
music,  religion,  talks,  speeches,  the 
arts  and  sciences,  education  and 
health.  He  hailed  the  "American 
system  of  broadcasting"  as  the  best medium  for  the  dissemination  of  news. 
The  American  people  can  be  sure, 

Trammell  said  that  "American  radio 
will  continue  to  serve  our  country's 
interests  fully,  whole-heartedly  and 
patriotically;  that  the  high  ideals  of 
our  people  will  be  maintained  stead- 

fastly and  courageously,  and  that 
radio  will  do  its  part  to  foster  and 
sustain  them ;  and  that  unity  of  spirit 
and  action  will  preserve  that  peace 
and  freedom  which  is  America's  tra- 

dition, its  way  of  life,  its  bulwark 
against  aggressors." 

Niles  Trammell 

Legion  Approves  7 
Of  8  New  Pictures 

The  National  Legion  of  Decency 
for  the  current  week  has  approved 
seven  of  eight  new  films,  three  for 
general  patronage  and  four  for  adults. 
One  was  classed  as  objectionable  in 
part.  The  new  films  and  their  classi- 

fication follow. 
Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 

eral Patronage — "Flight  Command," 
"Let's  Make  Music,"  "Romance  of  the 
Rio  Grande."  Class  A-2,  Unobjection- 

able for  Adults— "Go  West,"  "Hud- 
son's Bay,"  "Love  Thy  Neighbor," 

"No,  No,  Nanette."  Class  B,  Objec- 
tionable in  Part — "Man  of  the  Hour." 

Seek  to  Quiz  'U'  Official 
Forrester  Parant  Productions  yes- 

terday applied  to  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  for  an  order  to  direct  Peyton 
Gibson,  secretary  of  Universal  Pic- 

tures, to  testify  before  trial  in  con- 
nection with  the  applicant's  suit  for 

$98,450  against  Marlene  Dietrich  for 
alleged  violation  of  a  contract  to  ap- 

pear in  a  French  film.  Universal,  in 
response  to  a  writ  of  attachment,  has 
stated  that  it  owes  no  money  to  Miss 
Dietrich. 

W.  E.  Dividend  Is  Set 
At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of 

the  Western  Electric  Co.  yesterday, 
a  dividend  of  $1.75  per  share  on  its 
common  stock  was  declared,  payable 
Dec.  30,  to  stock  of  record  on  Dec.  26. 

Off  the  Antenna 

A A.  SCHECTER,  NBC  director  of  news  and  special  events,  made 
•  sweeping  changes  in  his  staff  of  foreign  correspondents  yesterday. 

Fred  Bate,  chief  of  the  London  bureau,  who  was  injured  during  an  air 
raid  recently,  and  Max  Jordan,  head  of  the  continental  European  staff,  are 
returning  to  the  United  States  for  a  rest  and  conferences.  They  will  be 
accompanied  by  William  C.  Kerker  of  the  Berlin  office,  who  will  be  assigned 
to  a  new  post. 

Charles  Lanius,  present  Rome  correspondent,  will  replace  Kerker  in 
Berlin.  Theodore  Knauth,  will  continue  as  assistant  in  the  Berlin  office 
and  take  charge  during  Jordan's  absence.  David  Anderson,  Stockholm 
correspondent,  will  go  to  Rome  while  Jo  Denman  will  replace  Anderson  in 
Sweden.  Grant  Parr  becomes  the  Cairo  correspondent,  and  Richard  Tennelly 
will  be  the  new  Tokio  correspondent.  Edward  H.  Mackay  will  replace  Joan 
Livingstone  as  Shanghai  representative.  During  Bate's  absence  from  London 
John  McVane  will  be  in  charge. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Procter  &  Gamble  yesterday  renewed  four  Monday- 
through-Friday  shows  over  CBS.  They  were  "Right  to  Happiness"  on  39 
stations;  "Road  of  Life,"  26  stations;  "The  Goldbergs,"  24  stations;  and 
"Life  Can  Be  Beautiful,"  37  stations.  .  .  .  Mutual  will  sfart  its  first  exchange 
of  programs  with  South  America  on  Christmas  Day  when  it  will  pick  up  a 
program  from  Buenos  Aires  for  re-broadcast  here  and  will  return  the  com- 

pliment by  airing  a  show  to  that  city  on  New  Year's  Eve.  .  .  .  General Baking  Co.  is  the  second  national  advertiser  to  contract  with  the  Quaker 
network  and  will  sponsor  "Breakfast  Gang"  Mondays  through  Fridays  at 

9  A.  M.  over  15  stations.  .  .  .  The  cast  of  the  film  "Our  Town"  and  Sam 
Wood,  the  director,  will  be  heard  on  CBS  at  7 :30  P.  M.  Sunday  from  Holly- 

wood in  connection  with  the  presentation  of  the  Redbook  award  to  Sol  Lesser, 
the  producer,  by  Bette  Davis  and  Douglas  Churchill. 

•  •  • 

George  McCoy,  known  as  "the  bad  boy  of  radio"  for  having  broken most  of  its  rules  at  one  time  or  another,  was  signed  yesterday  by  WEAF 
to  do  a  sidewalk  interview  from  Times  Square  nightly  at  11:30  P.M. 
He  will  start  on  WEAF  Jan.  2,  discontinuing  his  present  show  over 
WHOM  Dec.  30. 

•  •  • 

With  the  Stations:  WNEW  will  have  a  Christmas  party  for  station 
employes  today.  .  .  .  KHJ,  Mutual  affiliate  in  Los  Angeles,  moved  yesterday 
to  new  studios  in  Hollywood.  .  .  .  WSGN,  Birmingham,  will  move  to  its 
new  studios  in  the  Hotel  Dixie  Carlton  by  Feb.  1,  according  to  Henry  P. 
Johnston,  vice-president  and  general  manager.  .  .  .  KXOK,  St.  Louis,  today 
gets  its  first  program  from  NBC-Blue,  "Tom  Mix's  Straight  Shooters," 
prior  to  joining  the  web  as  a  basic  outlet  Jan.  1. 

Purely  Personal:  Anna  N eagle  who  came  to  New  York  yesterday  will 
bo  heard  Thursday  over  Mutual  and  on  Friday  over  CBS.  .  .  .  G.  W.  John- 

stone, chairman  of  the  radio  division  for  the  Committee  for  the  Celebration 
of  the  Presidents  Birthday,  leaves  Thursday  for  the  Coast  to  accompany 
Keith  Morgan,  chairman,  on  a  tour  of  Western  key  cities.  .  .  .  Harold  S. 
Hoover,  director  of  public  relations  for  General  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.  for  the 
past  10  years,  has  been  named  publicity  head  for  Crosley  Corp.,  operators  of 
WLW,  WSAl  and  WLWO,  Cincinnati. 

Children  of  radio  editors  will  be  given  a  Christmas  party  by  NBC 
in  studio  3-B  Saturday.  They  will  witness  a  performance  of  "Christ- 

mas Eve  in  Toyland"  on  Madge  Tucker's  "Our  Barn"  and  will  be 
entertained  by  Jolly  Bill  Steinke  as  Santa  Claus. 

NAB  Fights  on, 

BMI  Claiming 

610  Stations 

10  Million-Foot  Gain 

Reported  by  Kalmus 
Hollywood,  Dec.  23. — Increase  of 

approximately  10,000,000  feet  of  pro- cessed film  in  1940  over  1939  has  been 
reported  bv  Dr.  Herbert  Kalmus, 
president  of  Technicolor,  Inc. 

In  1940,  80,000,000  feet  of  film  was 
processed,  as  against  70,000,000  for 
1939,  he  said.  Dr.  Kalmus  declared 
that  business  for  the  last  quarter  of 
1940  was  greater  than  the  correspond- 

ing period  of  any  previous  year,  and 
that  the  boom  would  carry  over  to 
1941. 

Agfa  Ansco  Pays  Bonus 
Agfa  Ansco  has  distributed  a 

Christmas  bonus  totaling  $130,000  to 
its  3,000  employes.  For  those  in  the 
employ  of  the  organization  for  more 
than  six  months,  the  bonus  has  been 
proportioned  according  to  length  of 
service. 

Louisville  Ushers 

Out  in  I.  A.  Dispute 

Louisville,  Dec.  23. — A  strike  of 
some  76  ushers  and  doormen  in  five 
downtown  film  theatres  here  today 
brought  into  the  open  an  A.  F.  of  L. 
iurisdictional  dispute  between  the  LA. 
T.S.E.  and  the  Building  Service  Em- 

ployes Union,  which  called  the  walk- 
out. Fred  J.  Dolle,  operator  of  three 

houses  affected,  wired  William  Green, 
A.  F.  of  L.  president,  and  was  told  in 
reply  that  the  I.A.T.S.E.  had  jurisdic- 
tion. 

'Thief  Charity  Opening 
Alexander  Korda  has  cabled  in- 

structions that  the  first  day's  receipts 
of  his  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad"  in  Lon- 

don, where  it  opens  tomorrow  at  Lei- 
cester Square,  shall  be  turned  over  to 

the  British  Ambulance  Corps. 

{Continued  from  page  1) 

ernmental  programs  of  a  non-commer- 
cial nature  to  use  Ascap  music  with- 
out charge  and  that  the  society  m-i 

tended  to  continue  this  policy  afteA 
Jan.  1  when  other  Ascap  music  will 
go  off  the  air.  He  said  that  Ascap 
was  making  this  move,  in  part,  to 
permit  stations  to  continue  broadcast- 

ing in  the  public  interest. 
Sidney  M.  Kaye,  vice-president  and 

general  counsel  for  BMI,  declared  that 
virtually  every  member  of  the  N.A.B.. 
National  Independent  Broadcasters 
or  Independent  Radio  Network  Affili- 

ates, was  now  a  BMI  member.  He 
declared  that  the  610  stations  repre- 

sented 95  per  cent  of  the  dollar  volume 
of  the  industry  and  that  the  networks 
now  control  less  than  20  per  cent  of 
BMI. 

Preparing  for  Deadline 

Ascap  officials  reiterated  yesterday 
that  they  did  not  expect  any  decisive 
development  in  consent  decree  negotia- 

tions before  Jan.  1.  Over  the  weekend 
Ascap  completed  the  installation  of  34 
tape  recording  machines  in  branch  of- 

fices throughout  the  country.  The 
machines  will  record  every  key  pro- 

gram on  the  air  after  midnight  Jan. 
1.  Two  legal  witnesses,  one  a  musi- 

cal expert  and  the  other  a  court 
stenographer,  will  attend  each  machine. 
The  machines,  which  cost  $51,000, 
were  perfected  by  Ascap  during  recent 
years  while  policing  fhe  air  in  Mon- 

tana and  Washington  where  state  laws 
prohibited  the  society  from  collecting 
fees  while  the  laws  were  being  tested 
in  court.  If  the  state  laws  ultimately 
are  invalidated,  Ascap  will  bring  pro- 

ceedings for  damages  in  those  states 
on  the  evidence  obtained  on  the 
machines. 

U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Takes  Florida  Case 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

from  other  sections  of  the  law  which 
the  court  held  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Ascap,  in  a  brief  filed  in  support  of 
its  appeal,  held  that  the  statute  is  in conflict  with  the  Copyright  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  and  deprives  Ascap 
of  its  property  without  due  process of  law. 

NAB  Opens  Second 
Office  in  New  York 
National  Association  of 

Broadcasters  yesterday 

opened  New  York  headquar- 
ters offices  at  30  Rockefeller 

Plaza.  These  are  in  addition 
to  the  headauarters  in  Wash- 

ington. Neville  Miller,  presi- 
dent, in  making  the  announce- 
ment said  he  planned  to  snend 

most  of  his  time  here  "until 
further  notice."  The  tele- 

phone number,  which  will  not 
be  listed  until  the  next  edi- 

tion of  the  directory,  is  CTrcle 
5-5%5. 
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MPTOA  Urges 

Mediation  of 

Trade  Disputes 

Asks  Concilation  Before 
Arbitration  Starts 

An  appeal  to  regional  exhibitor 
organizations  to  take  the  initiative 
in  providing  conciliation  machinery 
for  the  mediation  of  industry  dis- 

putes, before  such  disputes  progress 
to  the  arbitration  stage,  was  made 
by  Ed  Kuykendall,  M.P.T.O.A. 
president,  in  an  organizational  bul- 

letin sent  members  on  Tuesday. 

The  bulletin  asserts  that, 
while  M.P.T.O.A.  believes  in  the 
principle  of  arbitration,  it  re- 

gards the  complete  omission 
from  the  consent  decree  of  any 
provision  for  conciliation  as  "a 
grave  mistake." 

"Nevertheless,"  Kuydendall  says, 
"there  is  nothing  to  prevent  local  ef- forts to  conciliate  and  mediate  trade 

The  MJP.T.O.A.  reveals  that 
it  will  try  to  have  the  Federal 
revenue  act  amended  in  the 
next  Congress  for  a  lower  tax 
on  "student  tickets."  There  are 
12,000,000  young  persons  eligible 
for  such  cut-rate  admissions, 
which  under  the  present  law 
are  subject  to  the  adult  tax. 

disputes  before  they  reach  arbitra- 
tion or  litigation.  Local  exhibitor  as- 

sociations may  well  consider  taking 
the  initiative  in  this." 

Kuykendall  points  out  to  the  ex- 
hibitors that  continued  protests  against 

the  decree  are  useless,  "since  no  modi- 
fication of  the  decree  is  now  likely  by 
(Continued  on  page  4) 

U.  S.  Court  Rules 

Ascap  Is  Illegal 
Tacoma,  Dec.  25. — A  Federal 

statutory  court  here  yesterday  ruled 
Ascap  "an  illegal  monopoly  in  re- 

straint of  trade,"  in  upholding  the 
validity  of  the  state's  anti-Ascap  law passed  in  1937.  The  decision,  on 
Ascap's  plea  for  an  injunction,  was 
unanimous.  The  court  said :  "The  fact 
is  Ascap  has  acquired  power  to  fix 
prices,  and  we  think  that  is  sufficient." 

Skouras  Employes 

Help  Greek  Drive 
Employes  of  the  local 

Skouras  office  and  of  Metro- 
politan Playhouses  on  Tues- 

day presented  to  George 
Skouras  $1,200  raised  among 
themselves  by  voluntary  sub- 

scription for  the  Greek  War 
Relief  Fund. 

AAA  Will  Move  to 

Center  on  Jan.  15 

The  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion will  move  to  Rockefeller  Center 

from  8  West  40th  Street  on  Jan.  15, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  additional  space 
required  for  handling  motion  picture 
arbitration  under  the  consent  decree 
and  to  be  more  conveniently  located 
for  film  industry  members. 

The  local  arbitration  board  for  the 
New  York  district  will  be  established 
in  the  new  headquarters  and,  ulti- 

mately, the  national  appeals  board  for 
the  industry  will  be  established  in 
adjacent  quarters  in  the  Center. 
The  A.A.A.  has  leased  the  entire 

eighth  floor  and  part  of  the  ninth  in 
the  U.  S.  Rubber  Bldg.,  1230  Sixth 
Ave.  Its  provision  for  the  New  York 
local  board's  space  makes  that  tribunal 
the  first  to  be  established  of  the  31 
boards  contemplated  for  the  industry. 
In  addition  to  being  the  head- 

quarters of  the  A.A.A.,  it  will  be  the 
administrative  center  of  the  industry's 
arbitration  system.  Lucius  R.  East- 

man, A.A.A.  board  chairman,  pointed 
out.  The  quarters  will  provide  five 
hearing  rooms,  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  handling  of  a  much 
larger  number  of  cases  by  the  associa- 

tion. Its  work  has  not  only  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  film  arbi- 

tration but  by  new  industrial  disputes 
(Continued  on  page  41 

CBS  and  NBC  Call 

New  Short  Wave 

Highlight  of  Year 

Both  CBS  and  NBC  rated  the  prog- 
ress in  international  short  wave  broad- 

casting as  outstanding  in  the  field  of 
radio  progress  during  the  past  year. 
News  and  special  events  also  loomed 
large  in  the  appraisals  found  in  the 
year  end  reports. 
William  S.  Paley,  CBS  president, 

in  his  statement  pointed  out  that  11,- 
000,000  new  receivers  had  been  sold 
in  1940  as  compared  with  9,000,000  in 
1939.  "Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year,  there  are  about  52,000,000 
radio  sets  in  use  throughout  the  na- 

tion. This  growth  puts  a  heavy  re- 
sponsibility on  radio — a  responsibility 

which  we  are  confident  radio  will  ear- 
nestly seek  to  discharge,"  Paley  de- clared. 

Important  Developments 
In  the  short  wave  division  CBS,  of 

course,  pointed  to  its  new  network 
with  18  of  the  20  Latin  American  re- 

publics, and  the  construction  of  two 
new  50,000-watt  transmitters.  As  for 
NBC,  it  finished  its  first  year  of 
commercial  short  wave  on  Dec.  1. 
During  the  past  year  85  per  cent  of 
short  wave  programs  were  specially 
prepared  for  international  broadcast 
with  only  15  per  cent  taken  off  the 
regular  networks.  Eleven  companies 
sponsored  programs  to  Latin  Amer- 

ica during  the  year.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  there  are  an  estimated  4,- 
021,470  radio  families  in  Latin  Amer- 

ica and  that  an  estimated  2,462,110 
have  sets  capable  of  receiving  short 
wave  programs. 
The  news  and  special  events  job 

performed  by  the  networks  was  high- 
lighted by  the  war,  convention  and 

election  results  coverage.   CBS  had  2,- 
(Continucd  on  page  8) 

Indiana  Exhibitors  Sue  to  Save 

$100,000  a  Year  in  Tax  Payments 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  25.— Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana, 

on  behalf  of  about  a  score  of  exhibitors  and  circuits,  yesterday 
filed  a  test  suit  asking  that  the  Indiana  state  gross  income  tax 
division  be  required  to  reimburse  more  than  60  theatres  for  an 
alleged  "double  tax." 

Jacob  Weiss,  attorney  for  the  exhibitors'  group,  asserts  that 
theatre  owners  in  Indiana  are  paying  $100,000  a  year  which  they should  not  be  assessed. 

The  suit  claims  that  on  receipts  from  percentage  pictures  both 
the  distributor  and  the  theatre  are  paying  a  gross  tax  on  the 
same  box-office  admissions,  while  under  the  law  the  tax  should 
be  assessed  only  against  one. 

It  has  been  agreed  between  the  A.T.O.I.  and  the  State  Attor- 
ney General's  office  that  whatever  decison  is  given  in  the  case will  go  to  the  state  supreme  court  for  a  final  settlement  in  order 

that  a  definite  ruling  may  be  established. 

Ascap  Ponders 

Suit  Against 

Radio  Webs 

May  Charge  Boycott  and 
Monopoly  Practices 

Ascap  is  considering  plans  to 
initiate  litigation  against  the  net- 

works in  U.  S.  District  Court  here 
shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year, 
basing  its  action  on  exclusive  use 
of  BMI  music  by  the  networks 
after  Jan.  1,  it  was  learned  on 
Tuesday. 

Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  counsel 
for  Ascap, stated  they  have  been 
authorized  to  prepare  a  com- 

plaint on  any  of  several  allega- 
tions of  exclusion  of  Ascap  mu- 

sic, but  that  no  decision  had 
been  made  yet  as  to  a  definite 
form  of  procedure. 

■  Concurrently,  it  was  reported  that 
Washington  authorities  were  consider- 

ing the  advisability  of  an  anti-trust 
action  against  the  networks  and  BMI, 
on  the  theory  that  the  latter,  after 
Jan.  1,  will  constitute  as  much  of  a 
monopoly  of  music  performance  on  the 
air  as  Ascap  was  when  the  Government 
brought  its  anti-trust  suit  against  the 
society  in  1935. 
Herman  Finkelstein,  of  counsel  for 

Ascap,  said  that  it  was  unlikely  that 
the  society  would  file  suit  until  some 
time  after  the  full  effects  on  Ascap 
operations  of  the  networks'  ban  had been  determined.  It  was  intimated 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Mexico  Bans  Nazi 

Theatre  Outbursts 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  25. — Demonstra- 
tions by  Nazists  and  Hitler  sympa- 

thizers during  the  exhibitions  of  pic- 
tures they  disapprove  are  strictly  out 

from  now  on,  the  police  announce. 
Such  disturbers  will  be  promptly  ar- 

rested, for  the  authorites  declare  they 
intend  to  protect  the  interests  of  all 
who  pay  to  see  films.  The  latest  dis- 

turbances of  this  nature  were  during 
the  screenings  of  "The  World  in 
Flames"  at  the  Cine  Orfeon,  a  large 
local  subsequent  run  theatre.  The 
disturbers  yelled,  stamped  their  feet 
and  spread  itch  powder.  Police  are 
on  guard  at  the  Orfeon. 

Other  pictures  the  Nazist  disturbers 
have  attacked  here  were  "Pastor 
Hall,"  exhibited  in  Mexico  as  "The 
Martyr,"  and  "The  Man  I  Married." No  arrests  were  made  in  connection 
with  these  outrages. 
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Bitter  Labor-Producer  War 

Hits  Mexican  Production 

CHARLES     SKOURAS  arrived 
from   Los   Angeles   Tuesday  to 

spend  the  holidays  here. • 

Helen  Rita  Comerford,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Michael  B.  Comerford  and 

the  late  general  manager  of  Comer- 
ford Theatres,  Inc.,  Wilkes  Barre, 

Pa.,  has  announced  her  engagement  to 
Francis  F.  Egan  of  Pittston,  Pa. 

• 

Joseph  Shea,  former  20th  Century- Fox  and  United  Artists  publicist,  will 
take  over  publicity  duties  for  Tay 
Garnett,  director,  starting  today. • 

Jonas    Rosenfield,    Jr.,  formerly 
with  the  Warner  advertising  depart- 

ment,   is    now   handling  advertising 
copy  for  Walt  Disney  Productions. 

• 

Venus  Dipson,  daughter  of  Niki- 
tas  D.  Dipson  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  cir- 

cuit head,  is  receptionist  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Greek  War  Relief 

Fund  Committee  here. 
• 

E.  H.  Rollston,  operator  of  the 
Strand,  Seymour,  Conn.,  has  returned 
home  after  an  operation  at  Ansonia 
Hospital. 

• 

Peter  DeFazio,  Warner  salesman  in 
New  Haven,  and  his  wife  are  spend- 

ing the  Christmas  holiday  in  Pitts- 
burgh. 

• 

Peter  J.  LeBarbera  of  the  home 
office  of  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau  has  become  engaged  to  Emma 
Prisco,  and  Lewis  Hilton  of  the 
same  office  is  engaged  to  Edith  Lem- 
lich. 

• 

Ed  Duimnsky  Durwood,  head  of 
Dubinsky  Bros.  Circuit,  Kansas  City, 
and  the  Durwood  family  are  at  Holly- 

wood Beach,  Fla.,  for  the  holidays. 

Two  New  Plays  Are 

Set  for  Rochester 

Rochester,  Dec.  25.  —  Several  at- 
tractions are  scheduled  here.  Gladys 

George  in  "Lady  in  Waiting"  is  due at  the  Auditorium  Theatre  Jan.  2, 
with  Elliott  Nugent  in  "The  Male 
Animal"  to  follow  Jan.  13.  Alec  Tem- 
pleton  will  appear  with  the  Civic  Or- 

chestra at  the  Eastman  Jan.  5. 

Wometco  Gives  Bonus 
Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  Dec.  25.— Wo- 

metco Theatres  yesterday  gave  em- 
ployes who  had  been  with  the  com- 

pany for  one  year  or  more  a  Christ- 
mas bonus  of  one  week's  salary.  Sid- 
ney Meyer  and  Mitchell  Wolfson,  who 

own  the  circuit,  declared  that  more 
than  200  employes  would  receive  the 
bonus,  which  would  be  in  excess  of 
$5,000  in  all. 

Switch  to  Stage  Policy 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  25. — After  a  policy 

of  films  only  for  six  weeks,  the 
Stanley  will  return  to  stage  shows 
Jan.  10  with  Ted  Weems'  band. 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  25. — The  wordy 
war  between  the  Association  of  Pro- 

ducers and  Distributors  of  Mexican 
Pictures  and  Section  2  (producers) 
of  the  National  Cinematographic 
Workers'  Union,  which  began  with 
an  open  letter  of  the  Association  to 
Enrique  Solis,  secretary  general  of  the 
section,  in  which  he  was  accused  of 
blocking  production,  continues  bit- terly. 

The  producers,  however,  do  not 
seem  to  think  that  1941  will  be  all 
black  for  them  or  the  industry.  Two 
prominent  producers,  Jesus  Grovas, 
president  of  the  Association,  and  Mi- 

guel Contreras  Torres,  plan  to  visit 
key  Central  and  South  American  ci- 

ties to  establish  exchanges.  These 
trips,  which  are  to  start  in  January, 
will  take  both  producers  as  far  south 
as  Buenos  Aires. 

See  New  Markets 

Grovas  and  Torres  see  a  big  chance 
for  Mexican  pictures  next  year  in 
Central  and  South  America. 

Solis  is  vigorously  defended  in  an 
open  letter  the  union  addressed  to 
President  Manuel  Avila  Camacho  and 
public  opinion.  The  true  reason  for 
the  failure  of  the  domestic  picture 

industry,  this  letter  declared,  is  "un- 
scrupulous producers." The  Association  came  back  at  these 

accusations  with  another  open  letter  in 
which  it  named  14  pictures,  ready  for 
production  with  the  start  of  the  year, 
which  it  intends  to  suspend  if  Solis 
persists  in  the  attitude  it  attributes  to 
him.  This  letter  asserts  that  it  has 
nothing  against  the  union  nor  labor 
and  that  its  members  are  not  enemies 
of  the  Government  and  reiterate  its 
charges     against     Solis,  contending 

Broidy  Sets  Deals 

On  Monogram  Films 
Hollywood,  Dec.  25. — Monogram 

has  reported  the  following  circuit 
deals  set  by  Samuel  Broidy,  general 
sales  manager : 

Publix-Richards,  Nace,  Los  An- 
geles ;  Warners,  Albany  and  Buffalo ; 

Comerford,  Philadelphia;  Wilby,  At- 
lanta ;  M.  Switow  and  Sons,  Indian- 

apolis;  G.  C.  S.  Circuit,  Chicago;  Fox 
West  Coast,  Los  Angeles ;  Pioneer 
Theatres,  Des  Moines ;  Reinheimer 
Circuit,  Chicago ;  Interstate,  Dallas ; 
Magazzus,  Philadelphia ;  Affiliated 
Theatres,  Indianapolis ;  Snider,  Bos- 

ton ;  Gibraltar  Enterprises,  Denver. 

Billposters  Head 

Refutes  Charges 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  25. — President 
Leo  Abernathy  of  the  Internationaal 
Alliance  of  Billposters,  Billers  and 
Distributors  has  denied  charges  brought 
by  a  Chicago  local  that  he  and  other 
union  officers  had  tried  to  take  over 
their  funds  and  threatened  bodily 
harm. 

"What  happened  with  that  local  is 
that  the  I.A.B.B.D.  revoked  its 
charter  a  couple  months  ago,  for  not 
paying  a  per  capita  tax  for  the  past 
10  months  or  so,  and  ordered  a  new 
union  organized  in  Chicago  under 
Harry  Gunderson,"  Abernathy  said. 

again  that  he  is  responsible  for  the 
present  condition  of  the  Mexican  pic- ture industry. 

"These  men,"  the  union's  letter  de- 
clared, "badly  interpreted  the  patriotic statements  President  Avila  Camacho 

made  in  his  inaugural  address.  They 
seek  to  throw  the  blame  upon  this 
union  and  particularly  Citizen  Enrique 
Solis  for  the  backwardness  in  the  pro- 

duction of  domestic  pictures. 

"It  is  these  persons  who  are  killing 
what  had  promise  of  being  Mexico's first  industry. 

"A  demonstration  of  the  workers' 
willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  pro- 

ducers was  the  union's  allowing  the 
producers  to  pick  the  workers  for  pro- 

duction, though  that  was  contrary  to 
the  true  mission  of  syndical  organiza- 

tion. Furthermore,  the  union  allowed 
the  producers  credits  in  the  form  of 

advancing  50  per  cent  of  the  workers' wages,  credits  that  were  so  badly  used 
that  the  union  had  to  withdraw  them. 

Confidence  in  President 

"Instead  of  obstructing  the  industry, 
as  the  Association  charges,  the  union 
is  striving  to  remove  all  obstructions 
from  the  making  of  pictures.  We  are 
confident  that  President  Avila  Ca- 

macho will  not  destroy  the  workers' 
organization  of  Mexico,  as  the  produc- 

ers seem  to  want. 

"We  are  puzzled  about  the  suspen- 
sion of  picture  production  that  the 

association  threatens.  Just  what  pic- 
tures are  to  be  suspended?  That  is 

an  audacious  threat,  for  if  they  sus- 
pend the  making  of  the  three  pictures 

that  are  already  being  made  they 
will  run  afoul  of  the  Federal  labor 
law  and  the  workers  will  most  certain- 
ly  claim  the  fullest  compensation  for 
this  violation  of  their  labor  contracts." 

Richmond  Unions 

Elect 9 41  Officers 
Richmond,  Dec.  25.— The  operators 

and  stagehands  have  elected  their  of- 
ficers for  the  coming  year.  Harry  Jar- 

vis  was  reelected  president  of  Local 
370,  _  operators  ;  John  Doherty,  vice- 
president;  Addie  Stewart,  recording- 
secretary  ;  John  Leary,  business  agent ; 
George  Crozier,  treasurer,  and  John 
Carnell,  sergeant  at  arms. 

Earl  Clator  was  elected  president  of 
the  stagehands;  L.  C.  Ratliff,  vice- 
president;  Harry  Jarvis,  business 
agent ;  Stewart  Atkinson,  recording- 
secretary ;  J.  P.  Leary,  financial  sec- 

retary; Claude  Wilson,  treasurer  and 
Frank  Matthews,  sergeant-at-arms. 

Hold  Ruttenberg  Rites 
Mrs.  Celia  Ruttenberg,  mother  of 

Mrs.  Augusta  Jackter,  wife  of  Rube 
Jackter,  Columbia  assistant  sales  man- 

ager, died  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  here 
on  Monday  following  an  illness  of 
several  weeks.  Funeral  services  were 
held  Tuesday.  In  addition  to  her 
daughter,  she  is  survived  by  three 
sons,  Louis,  Irving  and  Morris. 

Cox  Manager  for  Quimby 
Port  Wayne,  Ind.,  Dec.  25. — Frank 

Reimer  has  resigned  as  general  man- 
ager of  the  Quimby  circuit  here  and 

has  been  succeeded  by  Harvey  Cox. 

A  CHRISTMAS  party  in  Washing- ton  for  the  children  of  foreign 

diplomats,  airplane  workers  in  Cali- 
fornia donating  a  bomber  to  England 

and  Admiral  Leahy  sailing  for  Vichy 
are  just  a  few  of  important  events 
covered  in  the  new  issues.  The  con- tents : 

MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  31— Airplane 
workers  donate  bomber  to  British.  _  New 
York  hospital  houses  refugee  children. 
Army  troops  ski  in  Minnesota.  Silver  fox 
round-up  in  Michigan.  Sailors  learn  the 
Conga.  Shoe  fashions.  Halifax  succeeds 
Lothian;  Eden  replaces  Halifax.  Seaman 
receives  Navy  Cross.  Gene  Tunney  in  the 
Naval  Reserve.  Admiral  Leahy  sails  for 
Vichy.  Tropical  Park  opens.  Bathing 
beauties  in  Florida. 
NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  229— Church- ill addresses  Italians.  Eden  named  English 

Foreign  Secretary.  Leahy  leaves  for 
Vichy.  Airplane  workers  give  bomber  to 
England.  Star  Spangled  Ball  in  New  York. Hair  Fashions.    Tropical  Park  opens. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  34— Anti- bomb  device  displayed  in  Pennsylvania. 

Sherwood  speaks  at  French  rally.  Army 
hostesses  in  Mississippi.  Father  Flanagan 
at  boys  club  dinner.  Princess  Juliana  ends 
visit  here.  Electoral  College  casts  official 
votes.  Willkie  in  New  York.  Liner  for 
South  America  route  launched  here.  Chil- 

dren of  foreign  diplomats  in  Washington. 
Football  executives  draft  college  stars. 
John  Kimbough  and  Bill  Slater  in  football chat. 

RKO  PATHE  NEWS,  No.  34-Children of  diplomats  in  Washington.  Leahy  sails 
for  Vichy.  Girls  attend  glamor  school. 
Refugees  arrive.  Tropical  Park  opens. 
Kelly  Field  air  students  graduate. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  939— 

Graduations  at  Kelly  Field.  Bomber  do- 
nated to  England.  Test  new  plane  with 

glass  wings.  Bomb  net  in  Pennsylvania. 
Greeks  parade  in  Chicago.  Fur-equipped 
troops  in  Seattle.  Shoe  fashions.  Tropical 
Park  opens.  International  Christmas  party in  Washington. 

Appeal  Tax  Ruling 
On  Omaha  Theatres 

Omaha,  Dec.  25. — County  officials 
here  have  appealed  to  the  Nebraska 
State  Supreme  Court  a  case  involving 
tax  valuation  of  Ralph  D.  Goldberg's 
two  downtown  theatres,  the  1,200-seat 
Town  and  the  800-seat  State,  subse- 

quent run  houses. 
The  county  originally  assessed  the 

Town  at  $50,000  and  the  State  at  $85,- 
000.  Goldberg  appealed  to  the  district 
court,  which  reduced  the  valuations  to 
$35,000  and  $50,500,  respectively.  The 
county  officials  are  appealing  this  de- 
cision. 
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40  New  Films 

Shooting;  High 

In  Xmas  Week 

Hollywood,  Dec.  25. — Forty  pic- 
tures were  before  the  cameras  this 

week,  a  near-record  for  activity  dur- 
ing Christmas  week,  as  10  finished 

and  nine  started.  Fourteen  were  being 
prepared,  and  61  were  being  edited. 

The  tally  by  studios : 

Columbia 

In  Work :  "Penny  Serenade,"  "The 
Return  of  Boston  Blackie." 

Started :  "The  Lone  Wolf  Takes  a 
Chance." 

In  Work  : 
Globe 

'Pot  0'  Gold." 

Lesser-Lubitsch 
In  Work :  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 

ing." M-G-M 

Finished:  "The  Ziegfeld  Girl," 
"Men  of  Boys  Town,"  "The  Bad 
Man,"  "Fools  Rush  In." 

In  Work  :  "Billy  the  Kid." 
Started:  "Rage  in  Heaven." 

Monogram 

Finished:  "You're  Out  of  Luck." 
Started:  "Prairie  Schooldays." 

Producers  Releasing 

In  Work :  "Secret  Evidence,"  "The 
Lone  Rider  Galloping  to  Glory,"  "It 
Happened  to  Me." 

In  Work :  "I  Wanted  Wings,"  "The 
Road  to  Zanzibar,"  "New  York 
Town,"  "Las  Vegas  Nights,"  "Pirates 
on  Horseback." 

RKO 

In  Work :  "They  Met  in  Argen- 
tina," "Scattergood  Baines." 

Started:  "The  Devil  and  Miss 
Jones,"  "Show  Business." 

Republic 
Finished:  "Ridin'  on  a  Rainbow." 
In  Work :  "Arkansaw  Judge." 
Started:  "Petticoat  Politics." 

Roach 

In  Work :  "Topper  Returns." 
Started:  "Broadway  Limited."' 

20th  Century-Fox 
Finished:  "Murder  Among  Friends," 

"Sleepers  West." 
In  Work:  "The  Road  to  Rio," 

"Tobacco  Road,"  "Uncensored,"  "The 
Outlaw." 
Started:  "Ride  on,  Vaquero,"  un- titled Charlie  Chan. 

Universal 

Finished:  "The  Mysterious  Dr.  R." 
In  Work :  "Buck  Privates,"  "Back 

Street,"  "Nice  Girl,"  "Six  Lessons 
from  Madame  La  Zonga." 

Warners 

Finished:  "Strawberry  Blonde." 
In  Work :  "Her  Great  Lie,"  "The 

Sea  Wolf,"  "Knockout,"  "Stuff  of 
Heroes,"  "She  Stayed  Kissed,"  "Mur- 

der on  the  Second  Floor." 

Take  Rhineback  House 

Albany,  Dec.  25.  — ■  The  Starr, 
Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.  has  been  taken  over 
by  Eisenberg  and  Cohen,  who  already 
operate  a  theatre  in  nearby  Red  Hook. 
The  deal  was  made  with  Frank  Asher. 

Hughes  Takes  Direction 

Of  Picture  for  20th-Fox 

Hollywood,  Dec.  25 
AFTER  several  days  of  indecision  and  rehearsal,  Howard  Hughes,  pro- 

ducer, has  taken  over  directorial  duties  on  his  "The  Outlaw,"  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox release,  replacing  Howard  Hawks,  with  whom  he  parted  amicably. 

Hughes  also  borrowed  Gregg  To- 
land,  cinematographer,  from  Samuel 
Goldwyn  to  replace  Lucien  Ballard. 
Jack  Beutel  and  Jane  Russell, 
both  unknowns,  make  their  film  de- 

buts in  the  top  roles,  supported  by 
Thomas  Mitchell  and  Walter 
Huston. •  • 

Robert  Young  and  Laraine  Day 

draw  the  leads  in  M-G-M's  "The 
Trial  of  Mary  Dugan,"  Bayard  Veil- ler  stage  play.  Norman  Z.  McLeod 
will  direct  and  Edwin  Knopf  produce. 
.  .  .  Republic  is  planning  to  dedicate 
its  new  stage  to  Mabel  Normand  at 
a  party  Friday  with  Mack  Sennett 
as  officiator.  The  studio  occupies  the 
former  site  of  the  Mack  Sennett  lot, 
where  the  actress  made  many  comedies 
.  .  .  .  Larry  Darmour  has  borrowed 
James  Hogan  from  Paramount  to  di- 

rect the  next  Ellery  Queen  story. 
•  • 

Paramount  may  team  Brian 
Donlevy,  Akim  Tamiroff  and 
Preston  Foster  to  play  in  "Buy 
Me  That  Town,"  Sol  C.  Siegel 
production  of  an  original  story 
by  Harry  Gourfain,  Murray 
Boltinos  and  Arthur  Bracken. 
Gordon  Kahn  is  writing  the 
script.  .  .  .  Jean  Rogers  and 
Sheila  Ryan  have  been  cast  in 
an  untitled  Charlie  Chan  pic- 

ture at  20th  Century-Fox. 

Warners  has  retitled  "Jinx  Wo- 
man" as  "Singapore."  .  .  .  Producers David  L.  Loew  and  Albert  Lewin 

will  share  the  contract  of  Glenn 
Ford  with  Columbia,  as  the  result  of 
his  work  in  their  "So  Ends  the  Night," United  Artists  release. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  pur- 
chased four  story  properties,  three  of 

them  for  producer  Lou  Ostrow.  For 
him  are:  "I  Won't  Dance,"  original by  Harry  Sauber  of  a  film  star  who 
wants  to  do  dramatic  roles  instead  of 
dancing;  "We  Go  Fast,"  Saturday 
Evening  Post  story  by  Doug  Welch 
of  motorcycle  officers,  and  "Green 
Entry,"  novel  by  S.  Ruth  Howard 
which  has  a  horse  show  background. 
The  other  is  "Miami,"  story  by  Ste- phen Powys  and  which  will  be  made 
in  a  musical  comedy  starring  Betty 
Grable.  Walter  Lang  will  direct, 
George  Seaton  will  do  the  script.  Leo 
Robin  and  Ralph  Rainger  have  been 
assigned  to  write  the  musical  num- bers. 

"Four  Fathers"  will  be  the  next  in 
Warners'  Lemp  Family  series.  .  .  . 
Lucile  Watson,  stage  star,  goes  in- 

to M-G-M's  "Rage  in  Heaven."  . . . 
Columbia  has  purchased  "Obituary," contemporary  newspaper  story  by 
Jerry  Sackheim.  . . .  The  studio  has  set 
Alexander  Hall  to  direct  "Bedtime 
Story"  which  B.  P.  Schulberg  will 
produce.  .  .  .  Mary  Howard  draws  the 
feminine  lead  in  M-G-M's  "Billy  the 
Kid,"  opposite  Robert  Taylor.  She 
replaces  Maureen  O' Sullivan,  who 
left  to  join  her  husband,  John  Far- 

row, in  Canada  Ketti  Frings, 
author  of  "Hold  Back  the  Dawn," 
has  been  signed  by  Alexander  Korda 
to  work  on  the  script  of  "Manon  Les- 
caut,"  Merle  Oberon  vehicle. 

Priscilla  Lane  and  Ronald 
Reagan  will  be  co-starred  by 
Warners  in  "Miss  Wheelright 
Discovers  America,"  with  Cur- tis Bernhardt  directing  Jerry 

Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay's 
script  of  Leonard  Spigelgass' original.  .  .  .  William  Holden 
will  play  a  starring  role  in 
"Texas,"  Columbia  picture 

formerly  called  "Vigilantes/' Stuart  Heisler  will  direct.  .  .  . 
Walter  Abel  has  been  cast  for 

a  top  role  in  Paramount's "Skylark."  .  .  .  His  suspension 
lifted  by  20th  Century-Fox, 
George  Sanders  has  been 
loaned  to  M-G-M  for  "Rage  in 

Heaven." Tom  Tyler  has  been  set  by  Re- 
public to  play  the  title  role  of  "Cap- 

tain Marvel,"  serial,  which  William 
Whitney  and  Jack  English  will  di- 

rect under  supervision  of  H.  S. 
Brown,  Jr.  Frank  Coghlan,  Jr., 
John  Davidson  and  Billy  Benedict 
are  also  in  the  cast.  .  .  .  Earl  Bald- 

win, writer  at  Warners  for  11  years, 
and  now  on  loan  to  Columbia,  has 
terminated  his  Burbank  contract  and 

upon  completion  of  his  Columbia  du- 
ties, goes  to  M-G-M  to  write  the script  for  a  musical. 

Vincent  Sherman,  because  of  his 

direction  of  Warners'  "Flight  from 
Destiny,"  has  been  handed  the  assign- 

ment on  "One  Hour  of  Glory,"  Mary Roberts  Rinehart  story  starring 
Thomas  Mitchell  and  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald.  .  .  .  Columbia  has  pur- 

chased Harry  Segal's  play,  "Heaven 
Can  Wait,"  from  stage  producer  Jed 
Harris  ....  Cary  Grant  is  sought 
for  the  lead.  .  .  .  James  Hilton  is 

writing  the  script  of  A.  P.  Herbert's 
"Water  Gypsies,"  which  Erich  Pom- mer  will  produce  for  RKO. 

AAA  Will  Move  to 

Center  on  Jan.  15 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

arising  from  national  defense  con- tracts. 
Van  Vechten  Veeder,  chairman  of 

the  national  appeals  board,  has  estab- 
lished temporary  quarters  at  the  Bar 

Association  Building,  where  he  will 
remain  for  the  next  two  or  three 
months.  Ultimately,  he  plans  to  estab- 

lish appeal  board  headquarters  in 
Rockefeller  Center,  although  not  in 
the  A.A.A.  quarters.  His  two  asso- 

ciates on  the  appeals  board  will  be 
named  by  Federal  Judge  Henry  W. 
Goddard  early  next  month,  it  is  be- lieved. 

MPTOA  Urges 

Mediation  of 

Trade  Disputes 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
court  action  or  otherwise  until  after 

it  goes  into  actual  operation.  " 
He  points  out  that  the  decree  no- 

where asks  for  exhibitor  "cooperation^ 
or  participation  in  the  administrations 

of  the  decree." "Talk  of  exhibitor  cooperation  'to 
make  it  work'  and  to  'give  it  a  fair 
trial'  is  more  or  less  nonsense,"  he 
says.  "The  new  methods  and  restric- 

tions on  selling  are  to  be  undertaken 
entirely  by  distributors,  and  arbitra- 

tion entirely  by  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Association." Music  Fight  of  Interest 

The  bulletin  refers  briefly  to  the 
current  rate  war  between  Ascap  and 
the  radio  networks,  pointing  out  that 
while  exhibitors  are  not  directly  in- 

volved in  the  controversy,  its  outcome 
is  of  considerable  "interest  and  im- 

portance" to  them.  He  expresses  the 
hope  that  it  may  result  in  producers 
being  permitted  to  buy  the  perform- 

ing rights  to  music,  which  could  then 
be  included  in  the  motion  picture  ex- 

hibition license,  eliminating  the  Ascap 
seat  tax  on  theatres. 

Regional  exhibitor  organiza- tions are  asked  to  study  the 
problem  of  making  theatre  cus- 

tomers of  the  estimated  32,- 
000,000  Americans  who  do  not 
patronize  motion  pictures,  al- 

though able  to  do  so. 
Information  on  the  subject,  includ- 

ing the  results  of  any  experiments 
which  may  be  tried,  should  be  ex- 

changed among  exhibitors,  the  bulle- 
tin says.     It  suggests  that  different 

advertising  approaches  than  those  now 
in  vogue  in  the  industry  might  be  used 
to  some  advantage  in  winning  the  new 

patrons. 
Warns  of  Legislation 

Kuykendall  warns  regional  organi- 
zations of  a  flood  of  anticipated  taxa- 

tion and  regulatory  legislation  in  pre- 
paration for  introduction  in  state  legis- 

latures next  year.  The  organizations 
are  advised  to  strengthen  their  lines 
and  present  a  unanimous  front  against 
unfair  measures  of  either  kind. 

The  bulletin  asks  the  cooperation  of 
exhibitors  on  national  defense  plans 
for  the  industry. 

Open  Columbus  House 
Columbus,  O.,  Dec.  25. — The  new 

900-seat  Boulevard,  the  seventh  local 
neighborhood  house  in  the  McDonald 
Theatre  Enterprise  Circuit,  has 
opened.    C.  G.  Littler  is  manager. 

'Sister  Eileen'  Will 

Open  Here  Tonight 
Max  Gordon  will  present  a 

new  comedy  by  Joseph  Fields 
and  Jerome  Chodorov,  "My 
Sister  Eileen,"  tonight  at  the Biltmore.  The  play  is  based 
on  stories  by  Ruth  McKenney 
and  was  staged  by  George  S. 
Kaufman.  The  cast  includes 
Jo  Ann  Sayers,  Bruce  Mc- 
Farlene,  Eddie  Afton,  Rich- 

ard Quine  and  Joan  Tomkins. 
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Critics'  Quotes  .  .  . 
"GO  WEST"  (M-G-M) 

It's  a  story  of  cowboys  and  Indians  but  mad  enough  to  suit  the  trio's 
talents.  .  '.  .  The  audience  laughed  itself  sick. — Laura  Lee,  Philadelphia Bulletin. 

"Go  West"  stacks  up  favorably  with  its  predecessors.  .  .  .  The  Marx  fans 
will  find  enough  tricks,  new  and  old,  to  keep  them  entertained. — Henry  T. 
Murdoch,  Philadelphia  Ledger. 

The  Marx  Brothers  in  "Go  West"  provide  a  laugh  a  minute.  .  .  .  There 
should  be  a  clamor  for  more  westerns  like  this  one. — Dorothy  Guinan, 
Philadelphia  Daily  News. 

"Go  West"  isn't  quite  the  mad,  merry  lark  it  should  have  been. — Mildred 
Martin,  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Those  Marx  Brothers  are  loose  again,  and  its  time  for  their  fans  to  start 
laughing.  .  .  .  "Go  West"  is  up  to  and  often  above  the  Marx  par.  .  .  .  W  ins 
more  laughs  via  comedy  action  than  dialogue. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia 
Record. 

Not  the  most  consistently  entertaining  of  the  Marxian  screen  japes,  but  is 
funny  enough,  off  and  on,  to  satisfy  the  most  critical  of  their  fans. — News- week. 
The  Marx  Lunantics  are  only  faintly  marred  by  a  barely  perceptible 

thread  of  plot.  .  .  .  Groucho,  Harpo  and  Chico  Marx  are  screamingly  funny 
to  their  admirers,  idiotic  to  others  .  .  .  for  orthodox  Marxians  it  should  prove 
the  slap-happiest  occasion  since  "A  Night  at  the  Opera." — Time. 

"CHRISTMAS  IN  JULY"  (Paramount) 
If  he  isn't  careful,  Preston  Sturges  is  going  to  be  responsible  for  one  of 

those  Hollywood  trends.  .  .  .  This  looks  like  another  "click."  .  .  .  Romance, 
comedy  and  satire  are  skilfully  blended. — Norman  Clark,  Baltimore  News Post. 

Preston  Sturges  in  "Christmas  in  July"  has  been  allowed  to  tell  himself, 
as  director,  what  to  do  with  his  own  script,  and  the  results  are  felicitous. 
He  has  contrived  to  make  his  hokum  enormously  captivating  and  amus- 

ing.— Gilbert  Kanour,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun. 
A  notable  little  film.  .  .  .  This  is  not  a  big  picture,  or  a  great  one.  But 

very  good  fun. — Garrett  D.  Byrnes,  Providence  Journal. 
An  entertainment  spiced  with  originality  and  some  satire.  It  stands  out 

from  contemporary  screen  romances  and  can  be  recommended  heartily  to 
diversion  seekers.  It  is  more  fun  than  Christmas  shopping. — Donald  Kirkley, 
Baltimore  Sun. 
Comedy  of  the  human  kind  .  .  .  Dick  Powell  gives  his  best  performance  in 

a  "straight"  role.— Philadelphia  Inquirer. 
Director  Preston  Sturges,  who  scored  a  surprise  hit  in  "The  Great 

McGinty,"  has  done  it  again  with  "Christmas  in  July."  The  same  imagina- 
tion and  fresh  approach,  the  same  gentle  fun-poking  and  sharper  satire, 

permeate  this  film  as  it  did  the  other. — Elsie  Finn,  Philadelphia  Record. 

"TIN  PAN  ALLEY"  (20th  Century-Fox) 

Sing  yourself  a  tune  from  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  and  you'll  have  a  trip  down 
melody  lane  that  will  have  you  hauling  out  the  old  phonograph  albums.— 
Joyce  Dana,  Boston  Record. 

There  is  a  nostalgic  charm  about  the  many  old  tunes  sung  by  Alice  Faye 

and  Betty  Grable.— Prunella  Hall,  Boston  Post. 
The  old  and  new  are  welded  expertly  and  fused  in  this  wise  and  witty 

fictionalization  of  the  imaginary  sector  off  Broadway  where  tunes  are 
tinkered.— C.  J.  Bulliet,  Chicago  Daily  News. 

'July'  Draws 

Good  $18,000, 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  25— Christmas 
shopping  took  all  the  play  from  the 
film  houses.  Best  comparative  busi- 

ness was  "Christmas  in  July,"  with 
Woody  Herman's  orchestra  on  the 
stage,  giving  the  Earle  $18,000. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week 

ended  Dec.  18-20: 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) ALDINE— (1,400)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 
days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average, 
$9,000) 
"Bitter  Sweet"  (M-G-M) 
ARCADIA— (600)  (35c-46c-57c)  6  days,  2nd 

run,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average, 
$2,600) 
"No,  No,  Nanette"  (RKO) 
BOYD— (2,400)       (35c-41c-46c-57c-6Sc)  7 

days.   Gross:  $9,300.  (Average,  $13,000) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
EARLE  —  (4,000)  (35c-41c-46co7c-68c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Woody  Her- 
man's orchestra,  Three  Arnolds,  Bob  Du- pont.  Kitty  Lane,  Steady  Nelson.  Frankie 

Carlson,  Saxie  Mansfield.  Neal  Reid  and 
The  Woodchoppers.  Gross:  $18,000.  (Aver- age, $14,000) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (20th-Fox) 
FAY'S  —  (2,190)  (15c-29c-35c-46c-57c)  7 

days  with  vaudeville  including  Delia  Car- 
roll, Capt.  William  Meyers  &  Yoyo,  Clyde 

Hager,  Hickey  Bros.  &  Alice,  Lewis  & 
Van  and  the  Roxvettes.  Gross:  $6,000. 
(Average,  $6,900) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (3,000)   (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7  days 

Gross:  $12,700.    (Average,  $13,000) 
"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
KARLTON— (1,000)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days,  2nd  run.  Gross :  $5,300.  (Average. 
$3,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH'S  —  (2,200)  (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 days,  2nd  run.  Gross:  $5,100.  (Average, 

$4,500) 
"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,700)   (35c-41c-46c-57c-68c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $10,600.    (Average,  $14,000) 
"South  of  Suez"  (W.  B.) 
STANTON— (1,700)  (35c-46c-57c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,100.    (Average,  $4,500) 

'Sinners'  $15,000 

As  Detriot  Slumps 
Detroit,  Dec.  25.  —  Holiday  shop- 

ping kept  business  down  in  the  the- 
atres. The  Fox  reported  an  average 

$15,000  with  "Seven  Sinners"  and 
"Jennie." 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19 : 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
"Give  Us  Wings"  (Univ.) 
ADAMS— (1,600)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $5,500) 
"Third  Finger  Left  Hand"  (M-G-M) 
"Spring  Parade"  (Univ.) 
FISHER— (2,700)  (15c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Jennie"  (20th-Fox) 
FOX— (5,000)  (20c-S5c-65c)  7  days.  Gross, $15,000.     (Average,  $15,000) 

"The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
"Captain  Caution"  (U.  A.) 
MICHIGAN  —  (4,000)  (15c-39c-44c-55c-65c) 

7  days.  Gross:  $11,000.     (Average,  $12,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para-) 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's"  (Para.) 
PALMS— (3,000)   (25c-39c-44c-55c)  7  days, 2nd  week.    Gross:  $6,000.    (Average,  $7,000) 

"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
UNITED  ARTISTS— (2,000)  (20c-39c-44c- 

55c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average, 
$10,000) 

Newsreel  Opens  in  Feb. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  25.  —  Cleveland's 
first  newsreel  theatre,  the  Telenews,  is 
scheduled  to  open  the  first  week  of 
February.  It  will  seat  487  and  in- 

clude a  news  broadcasting  room  and 
recreation  rooms. 

'Peppers'  and  Show 

$8,600  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  25. — "Five  Lit- 
tle Peppers  in  Trouble"  and  Singer's 

Midgets  on  the  stage  gave  the  River- 
side an  $8,600  take.  "The  Philadelphia 

Story,"  in  the  second  week  at  Fox's Wisconsin  and  the  first  week  at  the 
Strand,  drew  $8,200  at  both  houses. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19 : 

"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.) "Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
PALACE— (2,400)     (30c-40c-55c)    9  days. Gross:  $5,400.  (Average,  $4,000) 

"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (Col.) 
RIVERSIDE— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Singer's  Midgets.  Gross:  $8,600. (Average.  $6,500) 
"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
STRAND— (1,400)  (44c-65c)  7  days.  Gross: $2,200.  (Average,  $1,500) 

"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
"Lady  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER— (2,400)    (30c-40c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $4,500) 

"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
WISCONSIN— (3,200)  (44c-65c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.   (Average,  $5,500) 

'Stranger9  and  Show 

Get  $13,000,  Buffalo 
Buffalo,  Dec.  25. — "The  Stranger 

on  the  Third  Floor"  plus  Stan  Laurel and  Oliver  Hardy  in  person  at  the 

Twentieth  Century  took  $13,000.  "Go 
West"  and  "Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis" 
drew  $8,300  at  the  Great  Lakes. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  21 : "Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 

BUFFALO— (3,489)  (35c-40c-55c)  7  days. 
Clyde  McCoy  and  his  Sugar  Blues  Or- chestra on  stage,  with  the  Three  Bennett 
Sisters  and  Dick  Lee,  the  Pitchmen.  The 
Colstons,  Bob  Evans  and  Ed  Loomis.  Gross: 
$12,200.  (Average,  $12,000) 
"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
GREAT     LAKES— (3,000)     (35c-55c)  7 days.     Gross:  $8,300.     (Average,  $7,500) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 

"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
HIPPODROME— (2,100)  (30c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $5,200.  (Average, $6.S00) 

"The  Stranger  on  the  Third  Floor"  (RKO) 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY— (3,000)  (30c- 

35c-55c)  7  days.  Stan  Laurel  and  Oliver 
Hardy  in  revue  with  Lew  Parker,  Cass, 
Owen  and  Topsy;  Maxine  Conrad,  Darlene 
Garner,  James  C.  Morton,  Sid  Gold  and 
the  Danny  Dare  Girls.  Gross:  $13,000. fAverage,  $7,500) 
"Next  Time  We  Love"  (Univ.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
LAFAYETTE— (3,000)  (30c-40c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,200.    (Average,  $6,300) 

Los  Angeles 

Gross  Hit  by 

Shopping,  Flu 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  25. — A  combina- 
tion of  the  influenza  epidemic  and 

Christmas  shopping  was  too  much  for 
grosses.  "Escape,"  with  $5,000  in  the third  week  at  the  4  Star,  was  the  only 
picture  to  do  more  than  average  busi- ness. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  18 : 

"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 
CHINESE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-S5c-75c)  7 days.  Gross:  $11,000.  (Average,  $12,500) 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
4  STAR— (900)  (44c-55c)  7  days,  3rd  week. Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $3,250) 

"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
"The  Bank  Dick"  (Univ.) 
HILLSTREET— (2,700)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  6 days.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $6,500) 

"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Dulcy"  (M-G-M) 

LOEWS  STATE— (2,500)  (33c-44c-55c- 75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $14,000.  (Average,  $14,- 

000) 

"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
"The  Bank  Dick"  (Univ.) 
PANTAGES— (3,000)  (33c-44c-55c-75c)  6 days.  Gross:  $5,200.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
"A  Night  at  Earl  Carroll's"  (Para.) 
PARAMOUNT — (3,595)  (44c-55c-75c)  7 

days.  Stage:  Pinky  Tomlin  Jamboree; 
Johnny  Richards  Orch.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Av- erage, $18,000) 
"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (Hollywood)— (3,000) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,300.  (Av- 
erage, $14,000) 

"Seven  Sinners"  (Univ.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
WARNER  BROS.  (Downtown)— (3,400) 

(33c-44c-55c-75c)  7  days.  Gross:  $8,500.  (Av- 
erage, $12,000) 

Providence  Slow; 

'Bank  Dick'  $6,000 

Providence,  Dec.  25. — Christmas 
shopping  caused  generally  low  grosses. 
"The  Bank  Dick"  and  "Dark  Streets 
of  Cairo"  gave  the  RKO  Albee  $6,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  18-19: "The  Bank  Dick"  (Univ.) 
"Dark  Street  of  Cairo"  (Univ.) 
RKO-ALBEE— (2,239)  (28c-39c-50c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $6,000.     (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) "Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS  STATE— (3,232)  (35c-50c-65c) 

7  days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $10,000.  (Aver- 
age, $11,000) 

"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) "Jennie"  (20th-Fox) 

MAJESTIC—  (2,250)  (28c-39c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $4,700.    (Average,  $7,000) 
"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
"Meet  the  Missus"  (Rep.) 
STRAND— (2,200)     (28c-39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $6,000) 

"Laughing  at  Danger"  (Mono.) 
METROPOLITAN  —  (3,045)  (28c-39c-55c- 

75c)  3  days.  Stage  show  with  Tommy 
Tucker  Orchestra,  Mitzi  Green,  Fred  San- born, Barr  &  Estes,  and  May,  June  and 
Penny.  Gross:  $2,800.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Here  Comes  the  Navy"  (W.  B.) 
"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
CARLTON— (1,526)    (28c-39c-50c)   6  days. 2nd  week.    Gross:  $3,500.    (Average,  $3,500) 

"Texas  Terrors"  (Rep.) 
"She  Couldn't  Say  No"  (W.  B.) 
FAY'S— (1,800)      (15c-28c-39c)      7  days. Gross:  $2,500.    (Average,  $2,500) 

"Dispatch  From  Reuters"  (W.  B.)  (3  days) 
"Queen  of  Destiny"  (RKO)  (3  days) 
"Arise,  My  Love"  (Para.)  (4  days) "Pastor  Hall"  (U.  A.)  (4  days) 
EMPIRE— (2,200)  (20c -28c)  2nd  run.  Gross: 

$1,000.    (Average,  $1,700) 
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Ascap  Ponders 

Suit  Against 

Radio  Webs 

Off  the  Antenna 

A HOST  of  film  stars  will  participate  in  the  "Bundles  for  Britain"  benefit 
program  over  NBC-Blue  and  CBC  from  10-11  A.M.  New  Year's  Day. 

The  program  will  be  relayed  to  England.  Those  to  be  heard  on  the  show 
include  Bette  Davis,  Mickey  Rooney,  Claudette  Colbert,  Charles  Boyer, 
Merle  Oberon,  Myrna  Loy,  Loretta  Young,  Mary  Martin,  Spencer  Tracy, 
Ronald  Colman,  Nazimova,  Philip  Donr,  Tony  Martin  and  Judy  Garland. 
The  committee  arranging  the  program  consists  of  Mrs.  Mervyn  Leroy,  Mrs. 
Milton  Bern  and  Mrs.  Ernst  Lubitsch,  with  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Benny  Thau 
aiding  the  committee. 
Arch  Oboler  will  write  and  direct  the  program  while  Charles  Brackett, 

Billy  Wilder,  Walter  Reisch,  Milton  Krims,  Irving  Brecher,  Harry  Tugend, 
Bill  Morrow  and  Ed  Beloin  will  contribute  sketches.  Highlight  of  the 
hour  will  be  a  Hollywood  version  of  "Quiz  Kids"  with  Rooney  as  interlocutor 
and  Misses  Colbert,  Oberon  and  Young  as  the  precocious  youngsters. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  "The  Green  Hornet"  which  left  Mutual  on  two  pre- 
vious occasions,  comes  up  for  a  third  try  Saturday  when  it  gets  a  new  8-8  :30 

P.M.  weekly  spot  over  that  web.  Reports  have  it  that  a  sponsor  is  really  in 
prospect  this  time.  .  .  .  Central  Savings  Bank  has  signed  a  52-week  contract 
to  participate  in  sponsorship  of  "Martha  Deane"  programs  over  IVOR.  Other sponsors  are  R.  B.  Davis,  N.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  Philadelphia  Dairy  Products 
Co.,  and  G.  Washington  Coffee  Refining  Co.  .  .  .  Mutual  will  increase  within 
the  fortnight  the  number  of  programs  weekly  from  three  to  six  for  "Three 
Sums"  heard  from  the  Hotel  Piccadilly. 

•  •  • 
Shell  Oil  will  sponsor  one  of  the  first  television  shows  over  the  General 

Electric  television  station,  W2XAB,  Schenectady,  on  Friday.  Ted  Steele 
will  be  featured  and  a  full  orchestra  will  also  participate.  On  television, 
of  course,  a  sponsor  does  not  pay  for  the  time  but  he  may  provide  the  en- 
tertainment. 

•  •  • 

The  221st  affiliate  joined  NBC  yesterday  as  a  basic  Red  and  Blue  sup- 
plementary outlet.  WEAU,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  is  the  station,  and  it  operates 

with  5,000  watts  on  1,050  k.c.   Basic  rate  is  $30  per  evening  hour. 
•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Rufus  C.  Madux  has  been  named  sales  director  for 
WOR.  .  .  .  Edmund  Lowe  will  haz'e  the  leading  role  beginning  Monday  in  four 
"You're  in  the  Army  Now"  broadcasts  over  NBC-Blue,  Mondays  at  9  P.M. 
.  .  .  David  Ross  celebrates  his  12th  year  as  a  CBS  announcer  next  month 
.  .  .  Gloria  Jean  zmll  be  heard  Monday  at  9  P.M.  over  CBS  in  a  "Lux  Radio 
Theatre"  presentation  of  "A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven." •  •  • 

A  merger  between  the  New  York  Post  and  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  is  still 
under  active  consideration,  it  has  been  learned. 

Theatre  Changes 

N.  Y.  Post  Studies 
FM  Station  Here 

The  New  York  Post  is  study- 
ing the  local  radio  situation 

with  a  view  toward  establish- 
ing and  operating  a  frequency 

modulation  station  in  this 
area,  it  has  been  learned. 
Expenses  of  operation  and  the 
commercial  possibilities  of 
such  a  station  as  an  adver- 

tising medium  are  being  stu- 
died, it  was  said. 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

that  the  action  might  allege  monopo- 
listic practices  by  the  networks,  cit- 

ing their  refusal  to  negotiate  for  li- 
cense renewals  and  their  banning  of 

Ascap  music  from  network  stations 
even  prior  to  the  expiration  of  their 
current  contracts  with  the  society. 
This  action,  it  was  indicated,  is  re- 

garded by  Ascap  as  constituting  a  boy- 
cott of  its  music. 

Under  present  regulations, 
conviction  of  a  network  on  a 
monopoly  charge  could  result 
in  loss  of  the  chain's  Federal 
Communications  Commission 
license,  it  was  said. 

Further  indications  that  neither  the 
society  nor  the  broadcasters  entertain 
any  expectations  of  a  negotiated  peace 
in  their  current  dispute  prior  to  Jan. 
1  were  furnished  with  disclosure  of 
details  of  a  recent  meeting  between 
representatives  of  both  sides  in  New 
York. 

Peace  Now  'Inadvisable' 
On  that  occasion,  it  was  learned, 

Neville  Miller,  head  of  N.A.B.,  as- 
serted that  feeling  among  broadcasters 

was  running  so  high  at  present  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable,  if  not  impos- 

sible, to  attempt  to  negotiate  settle- 
ment terms  at  this  time,  or  even  im- 

mediately after  Jan.  1. 
Present  at  the  meeting  in  addition 

to  Miller  were :  Isaac  Levy,  Phila- 
delphia radio  operator  and  CBS  stock- 

holder ;  Dr.  Leon  Levy,  his  brother ; 
John  G.  Paine,  Ascap  general  man- 

ager ;  Billy  Rose  and  Irving  Berlin, 
of  Ascap. 

Short  Wave  Called 

Highlight  of  Year 
(.Continued  from  page  1) 

081  pickups  from  19  foreign  countries. 
There  were  16J4  hours  from  the  Re- 

publican convention  and  18^  from  the 
Democratic  conclave.  On  Election 
Night,  CBS  was  on  the  air  continu- 

ously for  five  hours  and  20  minutes 
with  returns.  CBS  has  established 

short  wave  "listening  posts"  which 
are  manned  by  six  men  on  a  24- 
hour  basis,  and  19  newspapers  are 
serviced  with  the  news  obtained  by 
these  "posts." 
NBC  reported  that  its  news  pro- 

grams rose  251  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year,  to  a  new  total  of  1,- 
742  program  hours.  About  1,722 
programs  were  rebroadcast  from  Eu- 

rope and  a  permanent  staff  of  foreign 
correspondents  was  established.  Do- 

mestic special  events,  not  including 
sports,  totaled  164. 

Pawtucket  House  Opens 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Dec.  25.— The 

Fairlawn  Theatre,  owned  by  Thomas 
K.  Fisher  of  Providence  and  leased 
by  Strand  Theatres,  Inc.,  Boston,  has 
opened  here.  Seating  950,  and  cost- 

ing $75,000,  the  house  is  managed  by 
Louis  Newman,  with  Harry  T.  Fisher 
as  assistant. 

Switow  Acquires  Theatre 
Seymour,  Ind.,  Dec.  25.  —  The 

Switow  Circuit  of  Louisville,  has  ac- 
quired the  Vondee  here  from  Harry 

Vonderschmitt  of  Bloomington,  Ind. 
Harry  Palmer  will  manage  the  three 
Switow  houses  in  this  city. 

Building  Virginia  Theatre 
Martinsville,  Va.,  Dec.  25. — 

Ground  has  been  broken  here  for  a 
new  theatre  for  Dr.  E.  M.  McDaniel. 
It  will  be  Martinsville's  fifth  house. 
W.  J.  Puckett  is  in  charge  of  con- 
struction. 

Change  Theatre  Schedule 
Jefferson,  la.,  Dec.  25. — There  will 

now  be  no  Sunday  shows  at  the  How- 
ard Theatre  here.  The  theatre  will 

be  open  on  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday  evenings  instead  of  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  as  heretofore. 

To  Remodel  Frisco  House 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  25. — Excel- 
sior Amusement  Co.,  operating  the 

Royal  Theatre  at  Daly  City,  will  re- 
model the  foyer  and  lobby,  add  new 

signs,  and  redecorate  the  interior. 

Redecorate  Theatre  Lobby 

Weatherly,  Pa.,  Dec.  25.  —  Im- 
provements at  the  Ritz  Theatre  here 

includes  redecorated  lobby. 

Purchases  Philadelphia  Unit 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  25.— The  Hill 

Theatre,  Inc.,  headed  by  Edward  I. 
Singer,  has  purchased  the  suburban 
Hill  Theatre  in  the  Chestnut  Hill  sec- 

tion from  Dorothy  S.  Cahan.  The 
theatre,  assessed  at  $22,000,  will  be 
renovated,  including  air-conditioning. 

To  Open  in  Detroit  Soon 
Detroit,  Dec.  25.— The  Royal  The- 

atre, neighborhood  house,  will  open 
shortly.  It  seats  2,500.  It  will  be 
operated  jointly  by  the  W.  and  W. 
Theatres  and  the  United  Detroit  The- atres. 

Gets  Philadelphia  Post 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  25.  —  Harry 

Rosenfeld,  formerly  of  the  Capitol, 
Woodbine,  N.  J.,  has  been  named  as- 

sistant manager  of  Joe  Oppenheim's Rio  here. 

Manager  Is  Promoted 
Philadelphia,  .Dec.  25.  —  Nate 

Abramson  has  been  promoted  to  man- 
ager of  the  Adelphi,  Affiliated  Thea- tres house,  replacing  Warren  Hahn. 

Manages  Brandt  House 
Steve  Strassberg  has  been  named 

manager  of  the  New  York  Theatre, 
Brandt  house,  succeeding  Howard 
Jacobson,  resigned. 

Ask  FCC  Approval 

For  New  FM  Station 

Washington,  Dec.  25. — Construc- 
tion permits  for  a  new  FM  station 

and  three  regular  broadcasting  sta- 
tions have  been  asked  of  the  Federal 

Communications  Commission. 
The  FM  application  was  filed  by  the 

Head  of  the  Lakes  Broadcasting  Co., 
Superior,  Wis.,  asking  for  a  frequency 
of  44,500  kilocycles.  The  station 
would  cover  2,754  square  miles  with 
a  population  of  168,193. 

The  other  construction  permits  were 
asked  by  Ruben  E.  Aronheim  for  a 
1.310-kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at 
Fitchburg,  Mass. ;  Lake  City  Broad- 

casters, Inc.,  for  a  1,500-kilocycle,  250- 
watt  station  at  Lake  City,  Fla.,  and 
the  Capital  City  Broadcasting  Co., 

Inc.,  for  an  1,170-kilocycle  5,000-watt 
daytime  station  at  Topeka,  Kan.  An 
amended  application  was  filed  by  the 
Central  Carolina  Broadcasting  Corp., 
seeking  a  1,420-kilocycle,  100-watt  sta- tion at  Burlington,  N.  C.,  asking  for 
a  frequency  of  890  kilocycles  and 
power  of  250  watts,  day  only,  instead. 

Requests  were  filed  by  Stations 
KALB,  Alexandria,  La.,  for  change 
of  frequency  from  1,210  to  580  kilo- 

cycles and  increase  of  power  from 
250  to  1,000  watts,  and  KGNC,  Ama- 
rillo,  Tex.,  for  change  of  frequency 
from  1,410  to  860  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  1,000  watts 
night,  2,500  watts  day,  to  50,000  kilo- 
watts. 

Wisconsin  Protest 

On  Tax  Is  Weighed 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  25. — Following  a 

meeting  with  representatives  of  inde- 
pendent and  circuit  exhibitors  at  Madi- 

son at  which  they  protested  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Wisconsin  Department  of 

Taxation  to  disallow  deductions  made 
by  theatres  on  games  from  1935  to 
1939,  Elmer  Barlow,  State  Tax  Com- 

missioner, took  the  matter  under  ad- visement. 

It  is  believed  that  the  ruling,  if 
adopted,  will  affect  some  400  Wiscon- 

sin theatres  and  involve  approximately 
$125,000.  Exhibitors  maintain  that  the 
deductions  should  be  allowed  because 
they  were  made  in  good  faith  at  a 
time  when  games  were  legal  and  that 
the  amounts  claimed  were  expenses 
incurred  for  "honestly  stimulating 

business." 
Film  on  Oboler  Show 

Arch  Oboler  will  dramatize  a  film 

on  his  radio  show,  "Everyman's  The- 
atre," on  Jan.  10.  The  film  is  War- 

ner's "Flight  from  Destiny,"  and  will 
be  heard  on  NBC-Red. 
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U.  S.  Criminal 

Suit  Planned 

In  Music  Fight 

Gov't   to   Name  Ascap, 
BMI,  NBC  and  CBS 

Washington,  Dec.  26. — Stating 
that  it  cannot  sit  by  and  see  Ascap 
and  the  broadcasters  engage  in  a 
private  war  at  the  expense  of  the 
public,  using  violations  of  the  law 
as  their  weapons  to  fight  fire  with 
fire,  the  Department  of  Justice  dis- 

closed today  that  it  planned  to  ini- 
tiate criminal  proceedings  in  Mil- 

waukee, soon  after  the  first  of  the 
year,  against  all  the  parties  in  that 
fight,  Ascap,  Broadcast  Music,  Inc., 
National  Broadcasting  Company 
and  Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 

In  official  quarters  this  move 
was  interpreted  as  meaning 
that  all  efforts  to  reach  a  con- 

sent decree  settlement  in  the 
New  York  Ascap  case  have 
been  abandoned. 

It  was  also  disclosed  by  Thurman 
Arnold,  U.  S.  Assistant  Attorney 
General,  that  complaints  have  been  re- 

ceived against  the  Society  of  European 
Authors  and  Composers  which  are 
now  being  investigated. 

That  the  Government  contemplated 
action  of  this  kind  against  the  net- 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

Loew's  Opens  New 
American  Theatre 

Heralded  by  a  parade  and  a  flag 
raising  ceremony,  Loew's  new  2,000- 
seat  American,  situated  in  the  Park- 
chester  development  of  the  East  Bronx, 
was  formally  opened  yesterday.  The 
paraders  included  a  number  of  ushers 
dressed  as  "North  West  Mounted  Po- 

lice," a  band  of  the  Bronx  Lodge  of (Continued  on  page  6) 

Draft  New  Mexican 
Film  Censor  Rules 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  26.— New 
Federal  Government  picture 
censoring  regulations  are 
being  drafted  for  the  Minis- 

try of  the  Interior  by  Jose 
Castellot,  an  administration 
attorney.  The  new  rules  are 
to  be  completed  late  in  Janu- 

ary and  are  expected  to  go 
into  effect  some  time  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

Holiday  B  ox-Office 

On  Broadway  Best 

In  Several  Years 

Christmas  day  gave  Broadway 
box-offices  the  biggest  holiday  gross 
in  several  years.  Unusual,  mild 
weather  and  children  out  of  school 
helped  to  bring  thousands  to  Times 
Square  and,  with  only  one  or  two 
exceptions,  such  as  the  Rivoli,  all 
the  Broadway  houses  did  a  land- 

slide trade.  The  good  business  con- 
tinued into  yesterday. 

The  Music  Hall  took  an  estimated 

$19,000  with  "No,  No,  Nanette"  on Christmas  and  an  estimated  $16,000 
with  the  opening  of  "Philadelphia 
Story"  yesterday.  The  Paramount altered  its  price  schedule  yesterday 
after  drawing  an  estimated  $12,000  on 
Christmas  and  garnered  $11,000  yes- 

terday with  "Love  Thy  Neighbor" 
and  Tommy  Dorsey's  band  on  the 
stage.  At  the  Strand,  "Santa  Fe 
Trail"  with  Abe  Lyman's  band  on  the 
stage  took  an  estimated  $7,200  on 
Christmas.  The  Roxv  grossed  an  esti- 

mated $9,500  for  the  opening  of  "Chad 
Hanna"  Wednesday  and  $8,500  yester- 

day. Also  big  was  "Comrade  X"  at the  Capitol  where  it  drew  more  than 
$8,500  on  the  opening  Christmas  and 
$6,800  yesterday. 

The  new  Sixth  Avenue  subwav  en- 
trance at  the  Music  Hall  received  its 

first  real  test  and  the  result  was  a 
call  for  the  police  reserves  at  both  the 
street  and  subway  box-offices.  Crowds 
at  the  basement  box-office  overflowed 
into  the  RKO  Building  while  on  50th 
St.  a  long  line  waited  patiently  out- 

side. Legitimate  play  theatres  are  add- 
(Continued  on  page  6) 

EXHIBITORS  NAME 

ROONEY  CHAMPION 

Tracy  Wins  Second  Place  and  Gable  Third 

In  Herald-Fame  Annual  Poll;  Autry 

Leads  Western  Players 

Mickey  Rooney,  repeating  last  year's  success,  was  voted  the  cham- 
pion by  circuit  and  independent  exhibitors  in  the  United  States  and 

Canada  in  the  annual  Motion  Picture  Herald — Fame  poll  to  determine 

"The  Biggest  Money  Making  Stars  of  1940." The  10  money-making  stars  in  the 
order  of  their  evaluation  by  exhibitors, 
reckoned  in  terms  of  money  in  the 
box-office  till,  and  the  number  of 
points  each  attained,  are: 

To  Ask  Dismissal 

Of  Oklahoma  Case 

A  motion  to  dismiss  the  Govern- 
ment's Oklahoma  City  anti-trust  suit 

against  United  Artists,  Universal,  Co- 
lumbia and  the  Griffith  Amusement 

Co.  will  be  made  by  Edward  C.  Raf- 
tery,  of  O'Brien,  Driscoll  &  Raftery, 
counsel  for  United  Artists  and  Uni- 

versal, within  the  next  few  days,  it 
was  learned  yesterday. 

The  five  companies  which  are  par- 
ties to  the  consent  decree  in  the  Gov- 

ernment's New  York  suit  recently 
were  dismissed  as  defendants  in  the 
Oklahoma  City  action  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  with  the  Govern- ment in  the  New  York  suit  settlement. 
Raftery's  motion  to  dismiss  the  Grif- fith suit,  which  is  now  in  preparation, 
will  be  based  on  the  contention  that 
the  Little  Three  control  too  small  a 
portion  of  the  business  to  constitute  a 

(Continued  on  page  6) 

FORTUNATE  are  we  of  the  motion  picture  that 

in  a  day  of  world  ordeals,  deep  national  concerns 

and  all  humanity  on  trial  with  its  woes  of  adjust- 
ment, we  have  as  our  function  and  share  of  service 

the  happiest  job  on  earth — the  purveying  of  enter- 

tainment. Through  the  medium  of  make-believe  that 

makes  dreams  come  true,  we  open  vistas  of  heart's 

desire  attained,  declaring  for  the  screen's  hour  of 
grace  a  truce  with  fact  in  a  shadowland  where  for  the 

while  at  least  a  perplexed  people  may  enjoy  peace  on 
earth  and  goodwill. 

MARTIN  OUIGLEY 

1.  Mickey  Rooney    4,380 
2.  Spencer  Tracy   3,688 
3.  Clark  Gable    3,117 
4.  Gene  Autry    1,408 
5.  Tyrone  Power    1,315 
6.  James  Cagney    1,239 
7.  Bing  Crosby    1,164 
8.  Wallace  Beery    964 
9.  Bette  Davis    926 

10.  Judy  Garland    908 

The  points  indicated  above  for  each 
star  were  the  combined  totals  in  the 

voting  by  independent  and  circuit  ex- hibitors. There  was  little  variation 
from  the  combined  tabulation  in  the 

point  scoring  in  the  voting  of  inde- 
pendent and  circuit  exhibitors,  taken 

separately.  The  first  four  places  re- 
mained the  same,  and  James  Stewart 

appeared  in  the  independent  voting  in (Continued  on  page  6) 

Frohman  Dies;  Was 

Producer  70  Years 

Daniel  Frohman,  89,  a  foremost  pro- 
ducer of  Broadway  plays  for  the  past 

70  years,  died  yesterday  at  the  LeRoy 
Sanitarium  here.  Frohman  fractured 
his  hip  last  month  and  subsequently 
developed  pneumonia. 
Frohman's  affiliation  with  the  film 

industry  dates  back  to  1912  when  he 
became  associated  with  Adolph  Zukor 
in  Famous  Players.  He  had  much 
to  do  with  the  introduction  of  stars 

into  films  and  the  Famous  Players' 
slogan,  "Famous  Players  in  Famous 
Plays,"  became  a  reality  under  his charge. 

The  line,  "Daniel  Frohman  Pre- 
sents," lent  prestige  to  the  opening  of 

Sarah  Bernhardt  in  the  film,  "Queen 
Elizabeth,"  in  1912.  He  did  much  to 
promote  the  careers  of  John  Barry- 
more,  Mary  Pickford  and  many  other stars. 
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Coast  Flashes 

Hollywood,  Dec.  26 
COLUMBIA  today  announced  the 

signing  of  Pat  O'Brien,  formerly 
a  Warner  contract  player,  to  a  five- 
year  contract  calling  for  a  minimum 
of  two  films  a  year. 

• 
Dave  Lipton,  Columbia  advertising 

and  publicity  director,  will  leave 
Saturday  for  New  York  following 
two  weeks  at  the  studio  during  which 
he  made  plans  to  assume  his  new 
duties. 

• 

Murphy  McHenry,  publicity  direc- tor for  Edward  Small  and  Richard 
A.  Rowland,  has  resigned  to  join  the 
Paramount  publicity  department.  The 
Fred  Stanley  publicity  agency  will 
take  over  McHenry's  duties  until 
after  the  opening  of  "Cheers  for  Miss 
Bishop,"  Rowland  film,  next  month, following  which  Small  will  close  his 
plant  for  possibly  several  months. 

• 
Casting  of  two  Columbia  high 

budget  pictures  was  completed  today. 
Martha  Scott  will  star  opposite 
George  Brent  in  "They  Dare  Not 
Love,"  to  be  directed  by  James Whale.  Herbert  Marshall  and  Vir- 

ginia Bruce  will  team  in  "Senate 
Page  Boys,"  with  Alfred  E.  Green directing. 

Agnes  Ayres  Dies 
Hollywood,  Dec.  26. — Agnes  Ayres, 

42,  star  of  the  silent  films,  died  of  a 
cerebral  hemhorrage  yesterday  after 
an  illness  of  several  weeks.  A  daugh- 

ter, 15,  survives. 

Personal 

LOU  POLLOCK,  Universal  East- ern advertising  and  publicity 
manager,  will  leave  tonight  for  a  visit 
of  several  weeks  at  the  studio,  where 
he  will  confer  with  John  Joseph,  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  director. 
• 

Lester  B.  Issac,  chief  of  Loew 
Theatres  projection,  and  June  Glass- 
berg  will  be  married  today  at  Temple 
Emanu-El.  They  will  leave  after  the 
ceremony  for  a  honeymoon  in  the 
South. • 

John   Hamrick,   Seattle  manager 
for  Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres,  will 
serve  on  the  national  committee  of  the 
Greek  War  Relief  Association. 

• 

Carlo  Bavetta,  20th  Century-Fox 
managing  director  in  Brazil,  has  post- 

poned his  trip  to  this  country,  and  now 
is  expected  about  the  middle  of  Janu- ary. 

• 
Dorothy  Day,  Tri-States  publicity 

director  at  Des  Moines,  has  left  for  a 
visit  in  North  Dakota. 

• 
Milton  Goodman,  Columbia  Des 

Moines  salesman,  has  left  for  a  South- 
ern vacation. 

• 
Norman  Corwin  has  returned  to 

the  Coast. 

Set  Teneyck  Rites 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Dec.  26. — Private 

fnueral  services  will  be  held  here  Sat- 
urday for  George  B.  Teneyck,  48,  ac- 

tive in  the  theatrical  business  here  for 
many  years,  who  died  yesterday. 

Mention 

ARTHUR  A.  LEE  leaves  for  the Coast  tonight. 
• 

Maurice  Silverstone,  Harry  Gold, 
J.  J.  Milstein,  Arthur  Silverstone 
and  Joseph  Pincus  lunching  yester- 

day at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.). • 
George  Dembow,  E.  C.  Grainger, 

William  F.  Rodgers,  Ted  O'Shea, Max  A.  Cohen,  M.  A.  Schlesinger 
and  George  Weltner  at  Nick's  Hunt- 

ing Room  in  the  Astor  yesterday. 
• 

Arthur  Loew,  Toby  Gruen,  Sam 
Shain,  Arthur  Krim,  I.  E.  Lopert, 
Frank  Phelps,  Clayton  Bond,  John 
D.  Hertz,  Jr.,  Jacob  Wilk  and  John 
Emery  having  lunch  yesterday  at 

Sardi's. 
• 

Abe  Schneider,  Rube  Jackter, 
Edward  Wolf,  Irving  Shapiro,  Al 
Margolies,  Edward  Peskay  and 
Arche  Mayer  at  Lindy's  (next  to  the 
Rivoli)  for  lunch  yesterday. 

• 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Thomas,  wife  of 

the  projectionist  at  the  Strand  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  is  the  mother  of  a 
son,  born  recently  in  Nesbitt  Memo- rial Hospital. 

• 
J.  J.  Rost  and  Sam  Chapin,  War- 

ner auditors,  have  been  in  Des  Moines 
this  week. 

Jeffrey  Pictures  Co. 

Is  Organized  Here 
George  S.  Jeffrey  announced  yes- 

terday the  organization  of  a  new  pro- 
ducing and  distributing  company,  Jef- 

frey Pictures  Corp.,  with  the  main  of- 
fice here. 

The  initial  production  will  be 
"Cavalcade  of  Faith,"  now  available 
for  release  and  has  been  produced  in 
four  languages,  Spanish,  Polish,  Ital- 

ian and  English.  The  subject  of  the 
feature  concerns  the  evolution  of 
Christianity,  dating  from  the  Third 
Century  and  follows  on  to  the  present. 
The  personnel  of  Jeffrey  Pictures 

Corp.  includes :  George  S.  Jeffrey, 
president  and  general  manager ;  Rob- 

ert E.  Mclntyre,  vice-president  and 
sales  manager ;  Allyn  Butterfield,  vice- 
president  and  production  manager;  M. 
E.  Jeffrey,  treasurer ;  Lee  Kugel,  ad- 

vertising and  publicity  director. 

RESTAURANTS 

1626  BROADWAY  1655 
(Next  to  the  (51st  Street Rivoli  Theatre)  Corner) 

For  over  20  years 
the   luncheon  and 
dinner  place  for 
Motion  Picture  People 

Sole  agents  in  New  York 
for  FAMOUS 

BLUM'S  ALMONDETTES from 

San  Francisco,  California 

Newsreel 

Parade 

OiRLD  War  No.  2  takes  the 
spotlight  as  Movietone,  News  of 

the  Day  and  Universal  review  the  out- 
standing events  of  1940  in  the  new  is- 

sues. RKO  Pat  he  devotes  its  issue  to 
recounting  the  news  highlights  in  the 
sports  world  and  Paramount  divides 
its  release  between  current  events  and 

a  feature  on  football.    The'  contents: 
MOVIETONE  NEWS,  No.  32— Events  of 

the  year:  war  in  England,  Norway,  Bel- 
gium; Churchill  succeeds  Chamberlain; Battle  of  Dunkerque;  Roosevelt  flays  Italy; 

Fall  of  France;  French  fleet  destroyed;  air 
raids  in  London;  war  in  China;  Roosevelt 
reelected;  Pan-American  conference;  de- 

stroyers for  bases  deal;  selective  service; 
draft  drawings;  preparedness  here;  Bishop 
Spellman  appointed  archbishop;  Byrd  in 
Arctic;  Dionne  quintuplets;  "Miss  America 

for  1940." 

NEWS  OF  THE  DAY,  No.  230— Review 
of  the  year:  Battle  in  France  and  Nor- way. France  falls.  Air  raids  in  London. 
Preparedness  in  America.  Presidential  elec- tion here. 
PARAMOUNT  NEWS,  No.  35— Prince Olaf  arrives.  War  refugees  here.  Admiral 

Leahy  sails  for  Vichy.  Connie  Mack  has 
a  birthday.  Airplane  workers  donate  air- 

plane to  England.  Review  of  football  high- lights. 
RKO  PATHE    NEWS,    No.  35—1940  in sports:  Fenske,  Rice  and  Ewell,  track  stars; 

All -Star  baseball  game  and  the  World 
Series;  Wilbur  Shaw  and  auto  racing; 
Little  and  Nelson,  golf;  crew  and  swim- ming; McNeill  and  Alice  Marble,  tennis; 
football  and  turf  highlights. 
UNIVERSAL  NEWSREEL,  No.  940— News  highlights:  war  in  Norway,  Belgium 

and  Holland;  battle  of  Dunkerque;  fall  of 
France;  battle  of  Britain;  destroyers  for 
bases;  Italians  attempt  blitzkrieg;  Amer- ica prepares;  third  term;  Tacoma  bridge collapses. 

Briggs  West  Soon 
As  Producers  Chief 

Hollywood,  Dec.  26.  —  Producers 
Releasing  Corp.  will  make  no  changes 
in  its  Hollywood  offices,  following 
the  naming  of  O.  H.  Briggs  as  presi- 

dent. Briggs,  who  recently  resigned 
as  president  of  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  is  due  here  in  a  month  to  con- 

fer with  Sigmund  Neufeld  and  others 
producing  for  the  company. 

Club  Plans  Open  House 
Columbus,  Dec.  26. — The  local  Va- 

riety Club  will  hold  open  house  on 
New  Year's  Eve,  instead  of  a  formal 
party,  as  originally  planned.  George 
Boiler  and  his  orchestra  will  furnish 
the  music. 
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SOCIAL  SERVICE 

Cesar  Romero,  as  the  Romeo  of  the  rackets, 
thoughtfully  gives  nice  things  to  chorus  girls  to 
save  them  from...  of  all  things  .'...temptation. 

TALL,  DARK 

and  HANDSOME 

20th's  natural!. . .  loaded  with  laughs!  thrills!  tunes! 

W 
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Conrad  Elected  by 

Wilkes  Barre  Union 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Dec.  26. — Ray 
Conrad  has  been  elected  president  of 

Local  325  of  the  operators'  union  at 
the  annual  meeting  here.  Robert  Piatt, 
Jr.,  was  reelected  recording  secretary 
and  will  start  his  12th  year  in  that 
position. 

Other  officers  are:  William  Ken- 
nedy, vice-president ;  William  Piatt, 

business  agent ;  Joseph  Malloy,  secre- 
tary-treasurer;  William  Grimes,  ser- 

geant-at-arms ;  Kenneth  Barber,  Wil- 
bert  Fletcher,  Kenneth  Thomas,  trus- 

tees; Mark  Thomas,  Kain  Jacobs, 
Herbert  Rinkenberger,  Ted  Hayden, 
executive  board ;  Cummie  Piatt,  Joseph 
Moser,  John  Kenworthy,  Edward  Par- 

sons", Lewis  Hemmer,  examining board;  George  Tate,  delegates  to 
Central  Labor  Union. 

Feature  Reviews 

Ohio  Supreme  Court 

Refuses  Games  Writ 

Columbus,  Dec.  26. — The  Ohio 
Supreme  Court  has  refused  an  injunc- 

tion to  stop  chance  games,  affirming 
a  lower  court  decision  that  an  injunc- 

tion in  the  case  would  not  be  the 
proper  remedy.  The  case  was  brought 
by  Andrew  Attenwiler  as  a  plaintiff 
taxpayer  against  the  Troy  Amusement 
Co.,  Troy,  Ohio,  and  involved  games 
at  the  Mayflower  Theatre.  The  court 
did  not  rule  on  the  allegation  that  the 

games  are  a  violation  of  the  state's anti-lottery  law  or  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law. 

Asks  Court  Rule  on 

New  Game  in  Omaha 
Omaha,  Dec.  26. — The  Nebraska 

State  Supreme  Court  has  been  urged 
by  State's  Attorney  General  Johnson 
to  grant  his  motion  for  a  judgment  on 
the  pleadings  in  his  action  to  declare 
"Prosperity  Club"  operated  by  Omaha 
theatres  in  violiation  of  the  court's 
anti-Bank  Night  injunction. 

The  court  has  previously  issued  an 
injunction  declaring  Bank  Night  il- 

legal in  connection  with  a  test  case 
involving  the  Fox  Beatrice  Theatre  at 
Beatrice,  Neb. 

Cetta  President  of 

Scranton  Musicians 

Flight  from  Destiny 
(Warners) 

A    PSYCHOLOGICAL  study  of  murder  and  its  motivation,  "Flight 
from  Destiny"  is  told,  screen  wise,  almost  wholly  through  the 

medium  of  its  protagonist,  a  college  philosophy  professor  portrayed 
by  Academy  Award  winner  Thomas  Mitchell. 

The  camera  follows  him  as  he  discovers  that  he  has  a  heart  disease 
which  will  allow  him  but  six  months  to  live,  as  he  comes  to  believe 
that  his  last  action  on  earth  should  be  a  socially  useful  one,  finds  two 
of  his  young  friends  made  desperately  unhappy,  and  as  he  kills,  and 
pays  the  penalty,  in  his  effort  to  help  humanity.  Finally  comes  his  real- 

ization that  neither  he  nor  any  other  human  can  be  empowered  to  judge 
his  fellows. 

Leading  support  is  provided  by  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  wife  of  the 
young  painter  enacted  by  Jeffrey  Lynn.  The  boy  has  been  led  into  a 
series  of  forgeries  of  old  masters  by  the  art  dealer,  interpreted  by 
Mona  Maris,  who  is  killed  by  Mitchell.  James  Stephenson  is  seen  as 

the  professor's  doctor  and  confidant.  Acting  in  all  departments  is  up  to 
the  standard  maintained  by  Mitchell,  who  dominates  almost  all  of  the 
footage. 

The  Barry  Trivers  screenplay  derived  from  a  story  by  Anthony 
Berkeley.  Vincent  Sherman  directed  the  picture,  on  which  Edmund 
Grainger  was  associate  producer. 

Running  time,  70  minutes.    "A."  *  W.  S. 

*  "A"  denotes  adult  classification. 

"They  Met  on  Skis" 
(C.  L.  Import  Co.) 

THE  spectacular  expanses  of  the  snow-covered  slopes  of  the  French 
and  Swiss  Alps  form  the  beautiful  background  of  this  story  of 

romance  on  skis.  Henri  Sokal,  who  produced  and  directed  this  French 
film,  is  known  as  a  producers  of  ski  pictures,  and  his  skill  is  clearly 
evident  in  this. 

Light,  diverting  and  pictorially  beautiful,  it  is  enjoyable  entertain- 
ment, with  the  French  language  no  bar  to  enjoyment. 

Produced  with  the  obvious  cooperation  of  several  champion  skiers 

of  France,  the  women's  ski  team  of  the  Paris  Ski  Club  and  Louis  Agnel, 
French  racing  champion,  the  film  concerns  the  effort  of  a  young  man 
to  save  his  uncle's  mountain-top  inn  from  bankruptcy  at  the  hands 
of  the  owner  of  the  big  hotel  in  the  valley. 
Romance  and  misunderstanding  form  a  secondary  story  thread,  with 

the  romantic  couple  portrayed  by  Henri  Presies  and  Wissia  Dina. 
Exciting  highlights  which  should  be  received  with  enthusiasm  by  any 
winter  sports  lover  are  a  skiing  race,  the  search  for  the  girl  lost  in  a 
crevasse  at  night,  and  a  concluding  ski  ballet  which  is  effectively  pic- 
tured. 

Running  time,  75  minutes.    "G."  *  Charles  S.  Aaronson 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Fairbanks,  Wanger 

In  'Defeat  Axis'  Plea 
Washington,  Dec.  26.  — 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  Wal- 
ter Wanger  and  Wythe  Wil- 

liams, radio  commentator,  to- 
day were  disclosed  by  the 

White  House  as  among  200 
educators,  journalists  and 
other  professional  men  and 
women  signing  a  telegram  to 
President  Roosevelt  asking 
that  he  adopt  a  policy  of  do- 

ing everything  possible  to 
bring  about  the  defeat  of  the 
Axis  powers.  The  message 
expressed  unqualified  ap- 

proval of  his  plans  to  aid 
Britain  through  the  loan  of 
armaments  and  criticized  the 
"too  prevalent"  indifference 
to  the  world  situation  which 
exists  in  this  country. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Dec.  26. — Madea 
Cetta  has  been  reelected  head  of  Local 
120  of  the  American  Federation  of 

Musicians,  for  his  third'  consecutive 
term.  Other  officers  named  were_:  Wil- 

liam Cox,  vice-president;  William  J. 
Emmel,  treasurer;  Henry  J.  Mehl, 
secretary;  William  Eiden,  sergeant- 
at-arms ;  Herbert  Sealy,  business 
agent;  Cetta,  Frank  Campbell  and 
Emmel,  delegates  to  the  national  con- vention. 

Braden  to  Set  Up 

Midwest  Arbitration 
J.  Noble  Braden,  executive  secretary 

of  the  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion, left  yesterday  for  Cleveland  and 

Detroit  to  select  quarters  and  secre- 
taries for  the  local  arbitration  boards 

to  be  established  in  those  cities.  He 
will  return  to  New  York  on  Monday 
and  will  leave  Jan.  2  on  a  tour  of 
Southern  cities  during  which  he  will 
complete  the  preparatory  work  on  the 
last  of  the  31  local  boards. 

Allen  Off  to  Africa; 

Bolle  Delays  Return 
A.  R.  Allen,  Jr.,  who  has  been  as- 

signed from  the  foreign  department 
at  the  home  office  of  20th  Century-Fox 
to  South  Africa,  will  leave  for  his 
new  post  today  on  the  Brazil,  travel- 

ing via  South  America. 
Otto  Bolle,  managing  director  in 

South  Africa,  who  was  to  have  left 
on  the  Brazil  today  with  Allen,  has 
been  delayed  and  is  not  expected  to 
leave  until  the  end  of  January. 

Rob  St.  Louis  House 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  26. — Two  robbers 

held  up  Lowell  Smith,  treasurer,  and 
Elmer  Esrock,  doorman,  of  the  Fox 
Theatre,  Fanchon  and  Marco  de  luxe 
house,  last  night  and  fled  with  $1,290. 
The  holdup  took  place  a  short  time 
after  lights  in  the  theatre  had  been 
restored  after  being  out  for  an  hour 
due  to  a  power  failure. 

'Bishop'  Will  Open 
In  Lincoln  Jan.  14 

The  world  premiere  of  "Cheers  for 
Miss  Bishop,"  Richard  A.  Rowland's 
new  United  Artists'  release,  will  be held  in  three  theatres  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
on  Jan.  14.  Theatres  selected  are  the 
Stuart,  Nebraska  and  the  Lincoln. 
Martha  Scott,  William  Gargan, 

Mary  Anderson  and  Marsha  Hunt, 
members  of  the  cast,  and  Tay  Garnett, 
director,  will  attend  the  premiere. 

Davidson  in  Canada 

Toronto,  Dec.  26.- — J.  D.  Davidson, 
English  producer,  has  arrived  in  Cana- da from  London  under  appointment 
from  John  Grierson,  who  has  resigned 
as  Commissioner  of  the  National  Film 
Board,  and  has  started  work  on  the 
making  of  a  film  portraying  the  ac- 

tivities of  the  Royal  Canadian  Navy 
for  the  Dominion  Government. 

Allen  Heads  War 

Group  in  Canada 
Toronto,  Dec.  26. — Gurston  Allen 

of  the  Allen  theatre  interests,  Toronto, 
is  general  chairman  of  the  War  Ef- 

forts Committee  of  the  Canadian  Jew- 
ish Congress,  to  which  authority  has 

been  officially  assigned  by  the  Domin- 
ion Department  of  National  Defence 

for  the  supplying  of  furnishings  and 
equipment  for  recreation  rooms  of  all 
army  units  in  the  Toronto  Military District. 

Associated  with  him  in  this  war 
work  are  Ben  Geldsaler  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  as  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee,  and  Mrs. 
Herbert  Allen,  wife  of  the  Premier 
Theatres'  executive,  who  is  chairman 
of  the  Women's  Committee  of  the 
Congress. 

Film  Alliance  Sues 

GB,  Ostrer  on  Pact 
Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  yester- 

day in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  filed  two 
suits  for  $100,000  damages  each  against 
Gaumont  British  Pictures  Corp.,  of 
America  and  Isidore  Ostrer,  chair- 

man of  the  board,  charging  breach  of 
contract.  Film  Alliance  alleges  that 
its  assignor,  Albert  P.  DeCourville, 
obtained  exclusive  rights  here  for 
"Things  Are  Looking  Up,"  starring 
Vivien  Leigh,  and  that  G.  B.  refuses 
to  comply  with  the  agreement.  Film Alliance  seeks  an  order  to  examine 
Ostrer  and  Mary  Larkin,  assistant 
secretary  of  Gaumont  British,  before 
trial.    DeCourville  is  now  in  America. 

Smith  Wins  Mass. 

Circuit  Drive  Prize 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  26. — Ed- 
ward Smith,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount here,  was  awarded  first  prize 

in  an  anniversary  drive  of  the  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc. 

Other  winners  were  Charles  Smith  of 
the  Broadway;  George  Laby,  Victory, 
Holyoke ;  David  F.  Perkins,  North- 

ampton, and  Louis  Marcks,  Strand, 
Westfield. 

The  awards  were  presented  by  Na- 
than E.  Goldstein,  president  of  the 

organization,  at  a  luncheon'  at  the Hotel  Sheraton.  Bonus  checks  were 
also  distributed  to  the  theatre  man- 

agers for  their  staffs. 
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U.  S.  Criminal 

Suit  Planned 

In  Music  Fight 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
works  and  BMI  has  been  generally 
known  in  New  York  and  Washington 
for  the  past  several  days. 
Motion  Picture  Daily  yesterday 

reported  that  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice was  considering  instituting  such 

proceedings  on  the  theory  that  BMI, 
after  Jan.  1,  will  constitute  as  much 
of  a  monopoly  of  music  performance 
on  the  air  as  Ascap  was  when  the 
Government  brought  its  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  society  in  1935. 

What  U.  S.  Will  Charge 

The  Milwaukee  proceedings,  which 
have  been  under  consideration  for 
some  time,  will  charge: 

1.  Illegal  pooling  of  most  of 
the  desirable  copyright  music 
available  for  broadcasting  in 

Pointing  out  that  the  Department 
for  a  number  of  years  has  been  inter- 

ested in  Ascap  activities  which  it  felt 
were  designed  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  monopoly  over  the  sup- 

ply of  music,  Arnold  explained  that 
recently,  through  BMI,  the  two  net- 

works have  engaged  in  similar  restric- 
tive practices. 

"It  is  claimed  that  these  activities 
were  necessary  to  protect  the  broad- 

casting chains  from  the  illegal  activi- 
ties of  Ascap,"  he  said.  "The  Depart- 

ment is  not  concerned  with  the  ques- 

Only  One  Ascap 
Publisher  to  BMI 

Ascap  last  night  announced 
that,  of  140  music  publishing 
companies  which  have  been 
affiliated  with  the  society, 
139  have  renewed  on  con- 

tracts starting  Jan.  1.  For- 
mal renewal  for,  10  years  was 

signed  yesterday  by  Bobbins 
Music,  Miller  and  Leo  Feist, 
all  M-G-M  affiliates,  and 
Movietone  Music,  a  sub- 

sidiary of  20th  Century-Fox. 
The  sole  "holdout"  is  Ed- ward B.  Marx  Music  Corp., 
which  has  signed  with  BMI. 

tion  as  to  which  organization  was  the 
aggressor.  Each  of  these  groups  to- 

day is  charged  with  using  illegal 
methods  to  wrest  the  control  of  copy- 

right music  from  the  other. 
"This  Department  cannot  sit  by  and 

see  Ascap  and  the  broadcasters  engage 
in  a  private  war  at  the  expense  of  the 
public,  using  violations  of  law  as  their 
weapons  in  order  to  fight  fire  with 
fire.  We  have  tried  to  obtain  volun- 

tary agreement  to  form  the  basis  of  a 
working  peace  which  would  eliminate 
the  illegal  activities  and  allow  the 
associations  of  composers  to  continue 
their  legitimate  function  of  protecting 
their  members  from  piracy.  Those  ef- 

forts, which  a  few  days  ago  appeared 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  success,  have 
failed.  Now  we  have  no  choice  but  to 
proceed  with  a  criminal  prosecution 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  public 
in  orderly  competition  in  the  distribu- 

tion of  music." 

Miller  Says  Radio 
Is  In  the  Clear 
Neville  Miller,  president  of  the 

NAB,  last  night  issued  a  statement 
saying  that  while  the  Government  "is 
on  the  right  track  in  bringing  criminal 
charges  against  Ascap,"  the  broadcast- 

ers' activities  are  in  the  clear. 
Miller  said:  "It  is  most  unfortunate 

that  the  Department  of  Justice  seems 
to  have  confused  the  illegal  practices 
of  Ascap  with  the  perfectly  legitimate 
effort  of  broadcasters  to  create  an 
alternative  competitive  supply  of  mu- 

sic. Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  is  not  the 
creature  of  NBC  and  CBS.  It  was 
formed  by  mandate  of  the  National 
Association  of  Broadcasters  in  open 
convention."  He  said  the  networks 
together  own  only  17.1  per  cent  of BMI  stock. 

Miller  further  declared  that  "the 
statement  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Justice  shows  that  the  Department 
does  not  understand  the  setup  of  BMI. 
.  .  .  Certainly,  if  it  believes  that  broad- 

casters are  attempting  a  boycott,  it 
is  completely  misinformed." 
The  NAB  president  said  the  Gov- 

ernment had  not  discussed  the  setup 
with  the  broadcasters  and  asked  that 
the  Government  study  it  before  pro- 

ceeding with  its  planned  action. 

Buck  Issues 
Ascap  Statement 
Gene  Buck,  president  of  Ascap,  is- 

sued a  statement  which  in  part  stated : 
"Assistant  Attorney  General  Ar- 

nold's announcement  to  proceed  to 
indict  Ascap  is  regrettable  but  does 
not  come  as  a  shock  to  me  or  my 
associates.  We  composers  and  au- 

thors of  the  nation  have  long  grown 
used  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
broadcasters  since  the  birth  of  radio. 
The  only  new  feature  of  the  govern- 

Holiday  Box-Of  fice 

On  Broadway  Best 

In  Several  Years 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ing  matinees  all  this  week  and  most 
of  the  shows  are  playing  to  the  limit 
of  capacity. 

Aided  by  the  strong  attraction  of 
the  Christmas  stage  show,  "No,  No, 
Nanette"  drew  an  estimated  $97,000 
for  its  week  at  the  Music  Hall.  "Santa 
Fe  Trail"  starts  its  second  week  at 
the  Strand  this  morning  after  an  esti- 

mated $40,000  for  its  first  week.  "Dr. Kildare's  Crisis"  brought  an  estimated 
$9,000  for  its  week  at  the  Capitol. 
Six  days  for  "One  Night  at  the  Trop- 

ics" at  the  Roxy  grossed  an  estimated 
$18,000.  "Fantasia"  at  the  Broadway is  a  complete  sellout  and  should  bring 
an  estimated  $27,500  for  its  sixth  week. 

The  first  five  days  of  "Victory" brought  an  estimated  $15,000  to  the 
Rivoli. 

Dismissal  Denied 

In  Cassil's  Action 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  26. — Federal 

Judge  Merrill  E.  Otis  has  overruled 
motions  to  dismiss  by  defendants  in 
the  anti -trust  suit  of  Eugenia  and 
Frank  Cassil  of  the  Rialto,  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  against  Dubinsky  Brothers  and 
major  distributors.  The  trial  is  set 
for  February.  Meanwhile,  Cassil  has 
taken  over  the  Rivoli  in  St.  Joseph 
and  has  announced  he  will  spend 
$10,000  remodeling  it. 

Loew's  Opens  New 
American  Theatre 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Elks,  300  girls  of  the  American  Blue 
Jackets  and  the  band  of  the  Nautical 
cadets. 

After  ceremonies  in  front  of  the  the- 
atre, Borough  President  James  J. 

Lyons  cut  away  the  cellophane  which 
enclosed  the  box-office  and  the  ticket 
sellers  went  into  action. 
Among  those  present  were  Charles 

C.  Moskowitz,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Mar- 
vin Schenck  and  Ernest  Emerling  of 

Loew's,  Postmaster  Albert  Goldman 
and  Monsignor  Arthur  J.  Scanlan. 

Mrs.  Kennedy  Rites  Held 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  Brook- 

lyn Tuesday  for  Mrs.  Mary  Kennedy, 
70,  mother  of  three  daughters  employed 
in  the  industry.  The  daughters  are 

Dorothy,  a  receptionist  at  Loew's ; Rosana,  telephone  operator  at  RKO, 
and  Alice,  telephone  operator  at  U.  A. 
A  granddaughter,  Dorothy  Donaldson, 

is  employed  in  Loew's  contract  de- 
partment. 

Dinner  for  Employes 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  26. — David  E. 

Milgrim,  president  of  Affiliated  Thea- 
tres, independent  circuit  in  this  area, 

will  preside  at  the  annual  Christmas 
dinner  on  Saturday  to  be  attended  by 
400  employes  of  the  circuit  and  their 
families  at  the  Majestic  Hotel. 

ment's  announcement  is  Mr.  Arnold's declaration  to  also  indict  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System,  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  and  their  com- 

pany union,  Broadcast  Music,  Inc.,  for 
which  he  receives  our  sincere  con- 

gratulations." 

Rooney  Voted 

'40  Champion 

By  Exhibitors 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

ninth  place,  but  not  in  the  combined 
first-ten  tabulation. 

Most  unusual  feature  of  the  1940 

voting  was  the  appearance  in  the  first 
10  of  Gene  Autry,  Western  star,  who 
of  course  scored  first  in  the  Western 
star  voting. 

Following  Autry,  with  4,756  points, 
the  Western  winners,  in  the  order  of 
ranking,  with  their  point  totals,  were: 
William  Boyd,  3,423;  Roy  Rogers, 

2,793 ;  George  O'Brien,  1,765 ;  Charles Starrett,  1,333 ;  Johnny  Mack  Brown, 
1,034;  Tex  Ritter,  862;  Three  Mesqui- 
teers,  797J4 ;  Smiley  Burnette,  601; 
Bill  Elliott,  585. 

Spencer  Tracy  rose  from  third  place 
in  1939  to  second  this  year.  Clark 
Gable,  in  third  place,  is  the  only  top 
star  who  has  appeared  in  the  first  10 
every  year  since  the  poll  started  in 
1932.  In  that  time,  he  has  scored  four 
seconds,  two  thirds,  one  fourth,  one 
seventh  and  one  eighth.  He  took 
fourth  place  last  year.  Second  in 
1939,  Tyrone  Power  was  rated  fifth this  year. 

James  Cagney  climbed  from  ninth 
last  year  to  sixth  in  1940.  Bing  Cros- 

by, in  seventh  place,  placed  fourth  in 
1937 ;  Wallace  Beery  returned  to  the 
first  10  this  year,  for  the  first  time 
since  1936,  after  four  consecutive 
years,  taking  eighth  place  this  year. 
Bette  Davis  appeared  in  the  select 
group  for  the  first  time  last  year,  and 
scored  ninth  this  year,  while  Judy 
Garland,  who  received  scant  attention 
in  the  1939  voting,  took  the  tenth  po- 

sition in  the  1940  listing. 

'Go  West'  Garners 

$8,500,  New  Haven 

New  Haven,  Dec.  26. — "Go  West" and  "Gallant  Sons"  took  $8,500  at  the 
Loew-Poli.  The  second  week  of  "Tin 
Pan  Alley"  and  "Charter  Pilot"  at  the College  took  $3,000. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19 : 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th- Fox) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (20th-Fox) 
COLLEGE — (1,499)  (30c-S0c)  7  days,  2nd 

week.     Gross:  $3,000.     (Average,  $2,700) 
"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW-FOLI— (3,040)    (39c-50c)    7  days. Gross:  $8,500.  (Average,  $8,000) 

"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
PARAMOUNT — (2,348)    (39c-50)    7  days. Gross:  $4,000.    (Average,  $4,000) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 

"Millionaires  in  Prison"  (RKO) 
ROGER  SHERMAN— (2,200)  (39c-50c)  7 

days.    Gross:  $3,700.     (Average,  $5,000) 

Will  Ask  Dismissal 

In  Oklahoma  Case 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

monopoly  as  alleged  in  the  Oklahoma 
City  action. The  motion  to  dismiss  the  suit  will 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  test  case.  If 
successful,  it  would  be  followed  by 

similar  motions  in  the  Government's 
Buffalo  and  Nashville  anti-trust  ac- 

tions, from  which  the  Big  Five  also 
will  be  dismissed  as  defendants  in  the 
near  future. 

Ascap  will  take  an  appeal  to 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  from 
the  decision  of  the  Federal 
statutory  court  at  Tacoma  up- 

holding the  constitutionality  of 
the  Washington  anti-Ascap  law, 
Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  Ascap 
counsel,  said  yesterday.  The 
appeal  can  be  taken  directly  to 
the  high  court  from  the  three - 
judge  statutory  court. 
Appeals  from  the  Nebraska 

and  Florida  anti-Ascap  statutes 
are  now  pending  in  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court. 

order  to  eliminate  competition 
and  monopolize  the  supply. 
2.  Illegal  discrimination 

against  users  of  copyright 
music. 
3.  Illegal  discrimination 

against  composers  who  are  not 
members  of  Ascap  or  BMI. 

4.  Withholding  music  from 
publication  in  order  to  exact 
fees  not  permitted  by  the 
Copyright  laws. 

5.  Illegal  price  fixing. 
6.  Restraining  composers  in 

their  right  to  bargain  for  the 
sale  of  their  own  music. 

7.  Requiring  users  of  music 
to  pay  for  tunes  on  programs 
in  which  no  music  is  played. 

8.  Mutual  boycotts  by  Ascap 
and  the  networks  (through 
BMI)  in  an  attempt  by  each 
group  to  obtain  for  themselves 
control  over  the  supply  of  mu- 

sic by  depriving  the  others  of 
control,  which  threaten  to  re- 

strain and  obstruct  the  rendi- 
tion by  radio  of  about  90  per 

cent  of  the  desirable  modern 
copyright  music. 
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'Mounted'  Garners 

►,000,  Pittsburgh 

'Go  West'  $11,500 
In  Cincinnati  Slump 

Pittsburgh,  Dec.  26. — "North  West 
Mounted  Police"  drew  a  strong  $9,000 
in  the  third  week  at  the  Warner,  in  a 
week  in  which  grosses  were  hurt  by 
Christmas  shopping. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19 : 

"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
FULTON — (1,800)  (28c-44c)  5  days.  Gross: 

$3,900.     (Average,  7  days,  $5,000) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
LOEWS    PENN— (3,400)    (28c-39c-55c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $12,500.     (Average,  $13,000) 
"Mexican  Spitfire"  (RKO) 
"Thinking  Out  Loud"  (RKO) RITZ— (800)    (28c-44c)    7    days.  Gross: 
$1,200.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Tin,  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
SENATOR— (1,800)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 

3rd  week.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $4,500) 
"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
STANLEY— (3,600)    (28c-39c-55c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $13,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
WARNER— (2,000)  (28c-39c-55c)  7  days, 

3rd  week.    Gross:  $9,000.    (Average,  $5,000) 

Minneapolis  Dull; 

'Escape'  at  $6,600 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  26. — More  of 

the  snow  which  has  been  a  problem  for 
business  in  this  area,  and  Christmas 
shopping  are  blamed  for  a  poor  week. 
"Escape"  drew  $6,600  at  the  State. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  20: 

"Escape"  (M-G-M) 
STATE— (2,300)     (28c-39c-44c)  7 

Gross:   $6,600.      (Average,  $5,500) 
"Mark  of  Zorro"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ORPHEUM— (2,800)   (28c-39c-44c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $5,500.     (Average,  $5,500) 
"Women  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B-) 
CENTURY— (1,600)    (28c-39c-44c)   7  days. 

Gross:  $2,400.    (Average,  $4,000) 
"Cherokee  Strip"  (Para.) 
GOPHER— (998)    (28c)    8    days.  Gross: 

$2,000.    (Average,  $2,500) 
"Snow  White  and  Seven  Dwarfs"  (RKO) 
WORLD— (350)    (28c-39c-44c-55c)    7  days. 

Gross:  $1,300.    (Average,  $1,600) 
"Murder  in  New  York"  (20th-Fox) 
"Girls  Under  21"  (Col.) 
ASTER— (900)  (15c-28c)  5  days.  Gross: 

$1,000.     (Average,  $1,800) 

days. 

Kansas  City  Houses 

In  Box-Office  Slump 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  26. — The  Mid- 

land took  $7,900  with  "Go  West"  and 
"Gallant  Sons,"  but  icy  weather  and 
Christmas  shopping  ruined  business. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  17-19: 

"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
ESQUIRE— (800)  (28c-44c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$1,300.     (Average,  $2,200) 
"Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
"Gallant  Sons"  (M-G-M) 
MIDLAND  —  (4,000)     (28c-44c)     7  days. 

Gross:  $7,900.    (Average,  $9,500) 
"A  Dispatch  from  Reuter's"  (W.B.) NEWMAN  —  (1,900)    (28c-44c)    5  days. 
Gross:  $3,300.     (Average,  5  days,  $5,600) 
"East  of  the  River"  (W.B.) 
"Dreaming  Out  Loud"  (RKO) ORPHEUM  —  (1.500)  (28c-44c) 
Gross:  $3,100.  (Average,  $5,000) 
"Charter  Pilot"  (ZOth-Fox) 
TOWER— (2,200)    (30c)    7  days. 

Angus      Twins,      Searle  Twins, 
Brothers,  and  Vince  &  Anita.  Gross 
(Average,  $6,000) 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) UPTOWN  —  (2.000)     (28c-44c)  7 
Gross:  $1,700.     (Average,  $3,000) 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  26.  —  Holiday 
business  and  fair  weather  hurt  grosses, 
but  "Go  West"  drew  $11,500  at  the 
RKO  Albee.  "Philadelphia  Story" took  $9,800  in  the  second  week  at  the 
RKO  Palace  at  advanced  prices. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  18-21 : "Go  West"  (M-G-M) 

RKO  ALBEE  —   (3,300)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 
days.  Gross:  $11,500.    (Average,  $12,000) 
"Philadelphia  Story"  (M-G-M) RKO  PALACE— (2,700)   (42c-60c)  7  days, 
2nd  week.      Gross:   $9,800.      (Average,  at 
33c-40c-50c,  $10,000) 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
RKO  SHUBERT— (2,150)    (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days.     Gross:  $3,300.     (Average,  $5,000) 
"Little  Nellie  Kelly"  (M-G-M) 
RKO  CAPITOL— (2,000)  (33c-40c-50c)  7 

days,  2nd  week.  Gross:  $4,000.  (Average, 
$5,500) 
"Escape  to  Glory"  (Col.) 
RKO     GRAND  —  (1,450)     (33c  -  40c  -  50c) . Gross:  $3,300. 

"Melody  Ranch"  (Rep.) 
RKO  LYRIC  —  (1,400)  (28c-33c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $2,300.    (Average,  $4,500) 
"Drums  of  the  Desert"  (Mono.) 
"Melody  and  Moonlight"  (Rep.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)  (15c-28c)  3  days. 

Gross:  $1,100.    (Average,  $1,200) 
"Diamond  Frontier"  (Univ.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) 
RKO  FAMILY— (1,000)   (15c-28c)  3  days. 

Gross:  $900.     (Average,  $900) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
KEITH'S — (1,500)  (33c-40c-50c)  7  days, 

2nd  week.    Gross:  $4,500.    (Average,  $5,000) 

7  days. 

Stage : Gasca 

$5,100. 
days. 

'Command*  Garners 

$8,000  in  Montreal 
Toronto,  Dec.  26. — "Flight  Com- 

mand" drew  $8,000  at  Loew's  in  the 
first  four  days.  "One  Night  in  the 
Tropics,"  on  a  double  bill,"  grossed 
$5,600  at  the  Imperial. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week 
ending  Dec.  19-21 : 
"One  Night  in  the  Tropics"  (Univ.) 
"Sandy  Gets  Her  Man"  (Univ.) IMPERIAL— (3.373)  (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  6 
days.    Gross:  $5,600.    (Average,  $9,000) 
"Flight  Command"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S— (2,074)  (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  4 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  $9,000,  6 days) 

"Tugboat  Annie  Sails  Again"  (W.  B.) 
"Always  a  Bride"  (W.  B.) 
SHEA'S— (2,663)   (15c-25c-40c-50c)  6  days. Gross:  $5,000.    (Average,  $7,500) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
"Life  With  Henry"  (Para.) 
TIVOLI— (1,434)   (10c-15c-25c-40c)  6  days. 

Gross:  $4,000.  (Average,  $3,900) 
"A  Dispatch  From  Reuters"  (W.  B.) 
UPTOWN— (2,761)  (15c-25c-35c-50c-65c)  6 days.    Gross:  $5,800.    (Average,  $9,000) 

Anna  Neagle  Appearance 
Anna  Neagle  will  appear  at  a  num- 

ber of  RKO  theatres  in  the  Metro- 
politan area  over  the  weekend  in  con- 

junction with  the  showing  of  RKO's 
"No,  No,  Nanette,"  in  which  she  is starred.  She  will  be  accompanied  by 
Herbert  Wilcox,  director  of  the  film. 

'San  No'  Weems  Hits 

$8,800,  Indianapolis 
Indianapolis,  Dec.  26.  —  Ted 

Weems  and  his  orchestra  on  the  stage 
and  "She  Couldn't  Say  No"  on  the 
screen  did  $8,800  at  the  Lyric,  the  only 
show  to  do  over  average  business  in 
a  dull  week. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19-20: "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 

"A  Little  Bit  of  Heaven"  (Univ.) 
CIRCLE  —  (2,800)    (28c-33c-44c)   7  days. 

Gloria    Jean    on    stage    first    three  days. 
Gross:  $5,200.     (Average,  $6,000) 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.A.) 
"Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  —  (2,800)    (28c-33c-44c)    7  days. Gross:  $5,500.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"She  Couldn't  Say  No"  (W.B.) 
LYRIC  —  (2,000)  (28c-33c-44c)  7  days. 

Stage:  Ted  Weems  orchestra,  with  Perry 
Como,  Elmo  Tanner,  Red  Ingle.  Orm  Downs 
and  Marvel  Maxwell.  Gross:  $8,800. 
(Average,  $8,000) 

Wins  Bowling  Trophy 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  26. — The  War- 

ner Club  Bowling  Trophy  has  been 
won  permanently  by  the  local  club, 
as  a  result  of  three  consecutive  vic- 

tories over  the  New  York  team. 

Revue  and  Comedy 

To  Open  This  Week 
"All  in  Fun,"  musical  revue 

starring  Bill  Robinson  and 
featuring  Imogene  Coca,  Pert 
Kelton  and  Wynn  Murray, 

opens  tonight  at  the  Majes- tic. Leonard  Stillman  is  the 

producer. On  Sunday,  Edward  Choate 
will  present  at  the  48th  St. 
Playhouse  a  new  comedy, 
"The  Flying  Gerardos,"  writ- 

ten by  Kenyon  Nicholson  and 
Charles  Robinson  and  star- 
ding  Florence  Reed. 

'Alley'  at  $4,800, 

But  St.  Louis  Slow 

St.  Louis,  Dec.  26. — The  customary 
Christmas  slump  hit  St.  Louis  box- 
offices.  "Tin  Pan  Alley"  and  "You'll 
Find  Out"  drew  $4,800  at  the  Mis- 
souri. 

Estimated  takings  for  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19 : "Go  West"  (M-G-M) 

"Sky  Murder"  (Col.) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,182)  (28c-39c-44c-56c) 7  days.  Gross:  $11,750.  (Averaee,  $13,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
AMBASSADOR— (3.018)  (30c-35c-40c-45c- 

50c-60c)  7  days,  2nd  week.     Gross:  $7,500. 
(Average,  28c-39c-44c-56c   scale,  $11,500) 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
"The  Bank  Dick"  (Univ.) 
FOX— (5,038)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days.  Gross: 

$5,500.    (Average,  $11,000) 
"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
MISSOURI— (3,514)  (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. Second  week.  Gross:  $4,800.  (Average, $4,000) 

"The  Lady  with  the  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) "The  Fugitive"  (Univ.) 
ST.  LOUIS— (4.000)  (25c-35c)  7  days. 

Gross:  $1,900.    (Average,  $2,600) 

'Vigilantes*  Garners 

$10,000  in  Baltimore 
Baltimore,  Dec.  26. — The  pre-holi- 

day  slump  settled  in  the  film  houses 
last  week.  "Trail  of  the  Vigilantes" 
took  $10,000  at  Keith's.  "Tin  Pan  Al- 

ley" took  $7,000  in  the  fourth  week  at the  New. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  12: 

"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
CENTURY— (3.000)    (15c-28c-44c)   7  days 

Gross:  $7,100.     (Average,  $10,000) 
"Trail   of   the   Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
KEITH'S— (2.406)       (15c-28c-33c-44c)  ' days.     Gross:  $10,000.     (Average,  $9,000) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (20th-Fox) 
NEW— (1,581)  (15c-28c-35c-55c)  7  days.  4th week.     Gross:  $7,000.     (Average,  $7,000) 

"East  of  the  River"  (W.  B.) 
STANLEY — (3,280)  (15c-28c-39c-44c-55c) days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Average,  $12,000) 

"Christmas  in  July"  (Para.) 
HIPPODROME—  (2.205)  (15c-28c-39c-44c 

55c-66c)    Tan    Savitt's    Orchestra    on  the stage.     Gross:  $15,000.     (Average,  $14,000) 

'Westerner*  Draws 

Good  $7,400,  Omaha 
Omaha,  Dec.  26. — Theatre  grosses 

here  suffered  badly  from  extreme  cold 
weather,  heavy  snows  and  Christmas 
shopping.  "The  Westerner"  was  good for  $7,400  at  the  Omaha. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  18-19 : "Blondie  Plays  Cupid"  (Col.) 

"Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date"  (Col.) 
BRANDEIS— (1,200)   (30c-40c-44c)  7  days Gross:  $3,800.     (Average,  $4,000) 

"The  Westerner"  (U.  A.) 
"Dancing  on  a  Dime"  (Para.) 
OMAHA— (2,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days.  Gross 

$7,400.     (Average,  $6,000) 
"Dr.  Kildare's  Crisis"  (M-G-M) 
"Argentine  Nights"  (Univ.) 
ORPHEUM— (3,000)  (30c-44c)  7  days 

Gross:  $6,900.     (Average,  $7,200) 

'Tin  Pan  Alley' 

Seattle's  Lead, 

Takes  $7,500 

Seattle,  Dec.  26.— "Tin  Pan  Alley" 
at  the  Fifth  Avenue  was  the  week's 
best  grosser,  with  $7,500,  in  an  other- 

wise dull  pre-Christmas  period.  A  two- 
car  giveaway  by  the  combined  down- town theatres  on  one  night  helped 
grosses  considerably,  but  otherwise 
results  for  the  week  were  poor. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  20 : 'Escape"  (M-G-M) 

'Hullabaloo"  (M-G-M) 
BLUE  MOUSE— (950)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7 

lays,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $2,900.  (Average, 
$4,000) "Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
FIFTH  AVENUE— (2,500)  (30c-40c-50c- 65c)  7  days.  Gross:  $7,500.  (Average,  $7,000) 
The  Lone  Wolf  Keeps  a  Date"  (Col.) Glamour  for  Sale"  (Col.) 
LIBERTY— (1,800)  (30c-40c-50c-65c)  7  days. Gross:  $3,900.  (Average,  $5,000) 

"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
MUSIC  BOX— (950)  (40c-50c-65c)  7  days, 

4th  week.  Gross:  $3,000.  (Average,  $4,000) 
"The  Bank  Dick"  (Para.) 
"Murder  Over  New  York"  (20th-Fox) 
ORPHEUM— (2,450)   (30c-40c-50c)  7  days. Gross:  $5,000.  (Average,  $6,000) "Margie"  (Univ.) 

"Leather  Pushers"  (Mono.) 
PALOMAR— (1,500)    (30c-40c-50c)   7  days. 

Vaudeville.  Gross:  $4,200.  (Average,  $5,000) "Go  West"  (RKO) 
"Too  Many  Girls"  (RKO) 
PARAMOUNT— (3,050)  (30c-40c-50c)  7 days.  Gross:  $5,500.  (Average,  $6,000) 

'Vigilantes'  Draws 

$14,500,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Dec.  26. — "Trail  of  the 

Vigilantes"  at  the  RKO  Palace,  aided 
by  the  three  Stooges  and  Frances 
Langford  on  the  stage,  led  with  $14,- 
500. 

Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 
ing Dec.  19: "Mark  of  Zorro"  (20th-Fox) 

"Tin  Pan  Alley"  (ZOth-Fox) 
ALLEN— (3,000)  (33c-39c-47c)  7  days,  2nd week.  Gross:  $3,500.  (Average,  $4,000) "You'll  Find  Out"  (RKO) 
WARNERS'  HIPPODROME  —  (3,800) 

(33c-39c-47c)  7  days.  Gross:  $9,000.  (Av- erage, $11,000) 
"Trail  of  the  Vigilantes"  (Univ.) 
RKO     PALACE—  (3,100)     (33c-47c-55c)  7 

days.     Stage  show.     Gross:  $14,500.  (Av- erage, $13,500) "Go  West"  (M-G-M) 
LOEW'S  STATE— (3,500)  (33c-39c-47c)  5 days.  Gross:  $8,000.  (Average,  7  days: 

$11,000) 
"North  West  Mounted  Police"  (Para.) 
LOEW'S  STILLMAN— (1,900)  (33c-39c- 

47c)  7  davs,  3rd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Av- erage, $4,000) 

'Letter*  at  $6,000 

Leads  in  Montreal 

Montreal,  Dec.  26. — "The  Letter" 
in  its  second  week  at  Loew's  drew 
$6,000.  Inclement  weather  and  Christ- 

mas shopping  hurt  business  generally. 
Estimated  takings  for  the  week  end- 

ing Dec.  19th: 
"The  Long  Voyage  Home"  (U.  A.) 
ORPHEUM— (1,000)     (30c-43c)     7  days. Gross:  $2,200.      (Average,  $4,000) "The  Letter"  (W.  B.) 
LOEW'S— (2,900)  (30c-40c-60c)  7  days. 2nd  week.  Gross:  $6,000.  (Average,  $7,000) 

"Lady  With  Red  Hair"  (W.  B.) 
PALACE— (2,200)     (25c-45c-65c)    7  days. Gross:  $3,200.      (Average,  $7,000) 

"The  Mark  of  Zorro"  (Fox) 
"Youth  Will  Be  Served"  (Fox) 
CAPITOL— (2,800)    (25c-45c-55c)    7  days. Gross:  $3,500.      (Average,  $4,000) 

"Wyoming"  (M-G-M) 
"Five  Little  Peppers  in  Trouble"  (Col.) PRINCESS— (2.200)  (25c-40c-50c)  7  days. 
Gross:  $2,500.     (Average,  $2,500) 
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Off  the  Antenna 

FIVE  stations  in  an  Oklahoma  regional  network  will  leave  Mutual  and 
become  affiliated  with  the  Southwestern  group  of  the  NBC-Blue  network 

Jan.  1,  William  S.  Hedges,  vice-president  in  charge  of  stations,  announced 
yesterday.  The  five  stations  will  be  optional  to  the  Blue  Southwestern  group 
and  will  be  available  only  in  a  group  at  a  basic  rate  of  $200  per  evening  hour. 
The  total  number  of  affiliates  for  NBC  thus  rises  to  227.  Other  network 
changes  on  Jan.  1  will  be  the  increase  to  full  time  operation  by  WFLA, 
Tampa,  and  WSUN,  St.  Petersburg.  WFLA  goes  to  5,000  watts  on  940  k.c. 
and  WSUN  goes  to  5,000  watts  on  620  k.c. 

The  five  new  Oklahoma  station  are  KADA,  Ada,  1,200  k.c,  100  watts ; 
KVSO,  Ardmore,  1,210  k.c.  250  watts  day  and  100  night;  KCRC,  Enid 
1,360  k.c,  250  watts;  KBIX,  Muskogee,  1,500  k.c,  100  watts;  and  KGFF, 
Shawnee,  1,420  k.c,  250  watts. •  •  • 

Program  News:  Beechnut  Co.  yesterday  signed  a  52-week  contract'  for 
sponsorship  of  the  "Dance  Parade"  over  WNEW  from  10:30  P.M.  to  mid- night Mondays  through  Saturdays,  beginning  Dec.  31.  .  .  .  Glenn  Miller  will 
preside  over  "Make  Believe  Ballroom"  over  WNEW  from  5  :30-7  :30  tonight 
and  Sammy  Kaye  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  Tuesday.  Martha  Raye  was 
heard  yesterday,  Martin  Block  having  left  Tuesday  evening  for  a  Miami 
vacation.  .  .  .  "The  Home  of  the  Brave"  will  start  Monday  Jan.  6  at  2 :45 
P.M.,  replacing  "My  Son  and  V'  for  Calumet  Baking  Powder,  the  sponsor. 
The  program  will  be<  heard  Mondays  through  Fridays  at  the  same  time. •  •  • 

Arthur  Hull  Hayes,  WABC  sales  manager,  yesterday  was  appointed 
to  the  newly  created  post  of  general  manager  for  the  station.  Hayes, 
who  has  developed  the  sale  of  early  morning  time  on  the  station  to  a 
considerable  extent,  was  Eastern  sales  manager  for  CBS  radio  sales  for 
three  years  up  to  1937  when  he  was  appointed  WABC  sales  manager. 

•  •  • 

Major  John  A.  Holman,  general  manager  of  KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  has 
received  his  orders  from  the  War  Department  to  report  for  active  duty  and 
will  leave  for  Washington,  Jan.  17.  Lee  B.  Wailes,  manager  of  broadcasting 
for  Westinghouse  radio  stations,  said  that  Holman's  successor  had  not  yet 
been  chosen. 

•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  F.  Williard  Butler,  in  charge-  of  NBC  local  sales  traffic 
department,  has  been  appointed  a  salesman  in  the  spot  and  local  sales  depart 
merit.  Butler,  on  Christmas'  Day,  announced  his  engagement  to  Dorothy 
Michel,  secretary  to  B.  F.  McClancy,  manager  of  the  traffic  department,  but 
no  date  has  been  set  for  the  wedding.  .  .  .  Jean  Hersholt  will  be  heard  on  the 
British  War  Relief  Society  show  over  WNEW  at  7:45  tonight.  .  .  .  Wally 
Buttenvorth  missed  his  first  commercial  program  in  13  years  yesterday  when 

influenza  prevented  him  from  being  heard  on  the  "Vox  Pop"  show:  Roland Winters  substituted  for  Butterworth  and  teamed  up  with  Parks  Johnston.  .  .  . 
Tom  Mc  Knight,  producer  of  the  "Blondie"  programs,  is  ill  with  ptomaine 
poisoning.  .  .  .  Dick  Evans,  WBAX,  Wilkes-Barre,  sports  announcer,  recently 
became  the  father  of  his  second  child,  a  boy. 

Theatre 

Changes 

WNEW  to  Sign  WithAscap; 

Seen  Key  to  Independents 

Hamrick  to  Build  Theatre 

Seattle,  Dec.  26.— A  new  theatre 
in  Bremerton,  Wash.,  U.  S.  Navy 
Yard  city  near  Seattle,  to  cost  $300,000 
and  to  seat  1,500  persons,  is  planned 
by  Hamrick-Evergreen  theatres.  The 
house  will  be  built  by  the  Osran  Thea- 

tre Company,  a  subsidiary  of  Ever- 
green circuit. 

Plans  Ontario  Theatre 

Toronto,  Dec.  26. — N.  A.  Taylor 
of  Toronto,  general  manager  of  20th 
Century  Theatres,  Ltd.,  has  announced 
that  a  site  has  been  purchased  in  Chat- 

ham, Ont,  where  the  company  will 
erect  a  Century  Theatre  to  seat  700 
people  and  costing  $75,000. 

Open  in  Baltimore  Jan.  15 
Baltimore,  Dec.  26. — Opening  of 

the  new  Mayfair  Theatre  is  scheduled 
for  Jan.  15.  It  was  formerly  a  legi- 

timate house,  the  Auditorium.  The 
house  is  owned  by  C.  W.  Hicks,  who 
already  operates  the  Bridge  and 
Hampden  Theaters  here  and  will  seat 
over  1,000. 

To  Remodel  Iowa  House 

Des  Moines,  Dec.  26.— The  Var- 
sity Theatre  Corp.,  headed  by  E.  M. 

Garbett,  which  recently  bought  the 
Marion  Theatre  at  Marion,  la.,  in 
partnership  with  Ed  Lorenz,  who  is 
manager,  has  closed  the  theatre  for  a 
$20,000  remodeling  job  and  plans  to 
reopen  early  in  December. 

Named  Assistant  Manager 
Pittsburgh,  Dec.  26.  —  Wallace 

Held,  formerly  an  usher  in  the  Fulton 
Theatre,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
manager  of  the  Barry  by  Manual 
Greenwald,  manager. 

Flamm  Seeks 

To  Withdraw 

WMCAChange 

Washington,  Dec.  26. —  With- 
drawal of  the  petition  under  which  the 

FCC  approved  the  transfer  of  control 
of  WMCA,  New  York,  to  Edward  J. 
Noble,  has  been  asked  by  Donald  J. 
Flamm,  present  owner,  it  was  dis- 

closed today.  Flamm's  petition  failed to  state  the  reason  for  the  requested 
withdrawal,  but  it  was  stated  at  the 
commission's  offices  that  there  was  no 
compulsion  to  consummate  the  deal 
under  the  authorization  granted  Dec. 
18. 

It  was  explained  that  the  granting 
of  the  original  petition  merely  gave 
permission  for  the  transfer  and  that 
no  further  FCC  action  was  necessary 
if  it  was  desired  to  drop  the  deal. 
When  the  petition  was  filed  the  FCC 
was  urged  to  give  it  prompt  consider- 

ation, it  being  explained  that  the  con- 
tract for  the  sale  expires  Dec.  31. 

Neither  Flamm  nor  Noble  could  be 
reached  for  comment  yesterday  on  the 
petition  for  withdrawal.  At  WMCA 
it  was  explained  that  no  comment  was 
possible  while  any  matter  was  pending 
before  the  FCC. 

CBC  Defendant  in 

Action  on  Contract 

Toronto,  Dec.  26. — Goodheram  & 
Worts,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  has  brought  ac- 

tion in  the  Toronto  courts  against  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.,  claim- 

ing $250,000  damages  for  alleged 
breach  of  contract  in  failing  to  carry 
out  the  terms  of  a  five-year  lease  for 
the  operation  of  Station  CKGW,  To- 

ronto, formerly  operated  privately  by 
the  company. 

According  to  plaintiffs,  the  broad- 
casting station  showed  an  average 

profit  of  $20,000  per  year  when  it  was 
operated  by  the  company.  Shortly 
after  it  had  been  leased  by  CBC,  the 
government-sponsored  radio  system 
had  been  reorganized  and  Station 
CKGW  had  been  closed  down,  to  be 
followed  by  the  establishment  of  Sta- 

tion CBL,  Toronto,  as  the  main  To- 
ronto studio. 

Johnstone  on  Tour 

In  Paralysis  Drive 
George  W.  Johnstone,  chairman  of 

the  radio  committee  of  the  national 
Committee  for  the  Celebration  of  the 

President's  Birthday,  left  last  night 
with  Keith  Morgan,  national  chair- 

man, on  a  swing  around  the  country 
to  complete  the  organization  of  the 
annual  drive  against  paralysis. 

They  will  attend  a  luncheon  in  Los 
Angeles  for  the  organization  in  Cali- 

fornia, to  be  given  by  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  at  the  Biltmore 
Hotel  on  Jan.  3.  Schenck  is  vice-chair- 

man of  the  campaign  and  state  chair- 
man for  California. 

'Ranch*  on  Autry  Show Gene  Autry  and  others  of  the  cast 
of  Republic's  "Melody  Ranch"  will 
dramatize  the  film  on  Autry's  half- 
hour  show  on  CBS  Sunday  night. 

The  major  break  in  the  independent 
radio  station  setup  came  yesterday 
when  Bernice  Judis,  WNEW  general 
manager,  disclosed  that  it  was  the  in- tention of  the  station  to  renew  its 
Ascap  contract.  The  action  followed 
closely  the  disclosure  on  Wednesday 
that  WHN  would  also  sign  with Ascap. 

WNEW,  which  is  identified  among 
New  York  listeners  as  a  dance  band 
station  almost  exclusively,  has  been  re- 

garded generally  by  informed  observ- 
ers as  holding  the  key  to  the  independ- 
ent station  policy  all  over  the  country. 

The  station  plays  popular  dance  rec- 
ords most  of  the  time  during  the  24 

hours  it  is  on  the  air  and  is  identified 
with  recorded  dance  music  in  the  same 
manner  that  WQXR  is  known  for  re- 

corded classical  music. 
The  agreement  between  WHN  and 

Ascap  was  not  unexpected  because 
that  station  is  controlled  by  Loew's 
which,  in  turn,  controls  the  Robbins- 
Miller-Feist  catalogues,  affiliated  with 
Ascap.  Neither  WHN  nor  WNEW 
has  actually  signed  contracts  with 
Ascap  but  formal  closing  is  expected 
within  24  hours.     Both  stations  are 

reported  to  be  seeking  extra  conces- sions not  found  in  the  proposed  Ascap 
contract  for  that  class  of  station. 

Informed  quarters  yesterday  stated 
that  many  independent  stations  all 
over  the  country  which  rely  on  re- 

corded popular  music  have  been  wait- 
ing to  see  how  the  New  York  inde- 

pendents would  go,  and  yesterday's move  may  have  an  important  effect. 
At  WHN  it  was  stated  definitely 

that  if  an  Ascap  contract  were  con- 
summated there  would  be  no  tieup 

with  BMI  while  nothing  definite  on 
BMI  was  disclosed  by  WNEW. 

At  WMCA  nothing  definite  concern- 
ing either  BMI  or  Ascap  could  be 

settled,  it  was  said,  because  of  the 
still  muddled  ownership  situation. 

Fox  Midwest  Closes  House 

Kansas  City,  Dec.  26.— Fox  Mid- 
west has  closed  the  Zimm  theatre  at 

Winfield,  Kan.  Hugh  Siverd  is  Fox 
manager  at  Winfield,  where  the  cir- 

cuit operates  the  Regent. 

Toronto  Union  Hits 

Operators*  School Toronto,  Dec.  26. — The  Toronto 
District  Labor  Council,  through  W.  P. 

Covert  of  the  Toronto  operators' union,  has  protested  the  action  of  the 
Ontario  Government  in  creating  a 
school  for  projectionists  in  which  can- 

didates will  take  a  12  months'  course 
in  payment  of  a  fee  of  $100  under  the 
direction  of  Provincial  instructors. 

Covert  declared  there  was  no  short- 
age of  qualified  projectionists  and  that 

the  union  would  be  embarrassed  by  the 
turning  out  of  new  operators  who, 
themselves,  would  not  be  able  to  ob- 

tain employment. 

Buy  Canadian  Station 
Toronto.  Dec.  26. — Radio  Station 

CKCH,  privately  owned  broadcasting 
unit  of  Hull,  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Syndicate  d'Oeuvres  Sociales, 
publishers  of  Le  Droit,  French-Cana- 

dian daily  newspaper  of  Ottawa.  The 
purchase  price  is  understood  to  have 
been  $40,000. 

Union  Official  Injured 

Providence,  Dec.  26. — Fred  New- 
comb,  stagehands'  union  secretary  here, suffered  a  fractured  elbow  today  when 
he  fell  while  working  on  the  Strand 
Theatre  marquee.  His  injury  will  keep 
him  at  Rhode  Island  Hospital  several 
days. 
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U.  S.  Moves  to 

Widen  Probe 

In  Music  War 

Investigating  in  Phila.; 
May  Act  on  Publishers 

By  BERTRAM  F.  LINZ 
Washington,  Dec.  29.  —  The 

Department  of  Justice  is  widening 
its  investigation  of  the  music  war 
beyond  the  planned  indictments  of 
Ascap,  BMI,  NBC  and  CBS,  it  was 
indicated  over  the  weekend  as  Fed- 

eral agents  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
to  study  the  situation  there. 
Licensees  other  than  radio  stations 
are  being  questioned. 

Music  publishers  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  investigations,  it 

is  understood,  as  well  as  radio 
organizations  in  addition  to 
those  which  the  Government 
has  announced  it  plans  to 
prosecute  on  criminal  charges. 
Thurman  W.  Arnold,  assistant  U.  S. 

Attorney  General,  on  Friday  dis- 
patched six  agents  to  Philadelphia  to 

determine  whether  Ascap  has  violated 
the  anti-trust  laws  in  its  licensing 
methods.  It  is  understood  that  this  in- 

vestigation will  center  on  places  of 
amusement,   as  the  agents  disclosed 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

M-G-M  Sets  37  Key 

City  Dates  on  'Wind' M-G-M  has  set  37  engagements  on 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  in  key  cities, 
starting  Jan.  17,  at  popular  prices. 
The  film  will  be  presented  without 
cuts  in  every  instance,  with  a  running 
time  of  three  hours  and  45  minutes. 

The  Jan.  17  dates  include  Washing- 
ton, Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and  Buffalo 

with  33  other  cities  to  follow  on  Jan. 
24.  In  the  latter  group  are :  Nashville, 
Boston,  Providence,  Springfield,  Wor- 

cester, Rochester,  Syracuse,  Colum- 
bus, Dayton,  Akron,  Canton,  Toledo, 

Houston,  Evansville,  Indianapolis, 
Louisville,  Kansas  City,  Memphis, 
Bridgeport,  Hartford,  New  Haven, 
Waterbury,  New  Orleans,  Harrisburg, 
Reading,  St.  Louis,  Baltimore,  Nor- 

folk, Richmond,  Wilmington,  London, 
Ont,  and  Toronto,  Ont. 

Reviewed  Today 
Reviews  of  "Romance  of  the 

Rio  Grande"  and  "Bowery 
Bovs"  apnear  on  Page  7.  Short 
Subject  Reviews  and  Critics' 
Quotes  also  are  on  Page  7. 

N.  Y.  Critics  Vote 

'Grapes  of  Wrath' 
Best  Film  of  1940 

BMI  Stations  Total  621; 

Ascap  Gets  3  Publishers 

Despite  the  threatened  Federal  criminal  action  against  BMI,  station 
contracts  continued  to  come  in  over  the  weekend,  and  BMI  announced 
its  total  of  signed  or  pledged  broadcasters  now  at  the  621  mark. 
Meanwhile,  on  the  other  side,  Ascap 

signed  the  Sam  Fox  controlled  cata- 
logues, including  Sam  Fox  Publishing 

Co.,  Movietone  Music  Corp.  and  Hol- 
lywood Songs,  Inc.,  and  WNEW 

formally  ratified  its  previously  an- 
nounced intention  to  renew  with  the society. 

The  six  latest  stations  joining  BMI 
were  WJJD,  Chicago;  WDMJ,  Mar- 

"The  Grapes  of  Wrath,"  produced 
by  20th  Century-Fox  from  the  John 
Steinbeck  novel,  has  been  voted  the 
best  picture  of  1940  by  the  New  York 
Film  Critics. 

The  newspaper  reviewers  determined 
their  selections  in  the  fifth  annual 
awards  at  a  meeting  Friday  night  at 
the  office  of  Bosley  Crowther  of  the 
New  York  Times,  president  of  the 
group. 

Crowther  will  present  the  awards 
next  Sunday  evening  at  a  cocktail 
party  given  by  the  Film  Critics  in  the Rainbow  Room  in  Rockefeller  Center 

The  best  foreign  film  in  the  opinion 

of  the  critics  was  "The  Baker's  Wife," French  production. 

Direction  Award  to  Ford 

The  best  direction  award  went  to 

John  Ford  for  his  work  on  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  and  "The  Long 
Voyage  Home. 

The  award  for  the  best  performance 
by  a  masculine  player  was  given  to 
Charlie  Chaplin  for  his  work  in  "The 
Great  Dictator." The  best  feminine  performance  was 
voted  that  of  Katharine  Hepburn  in 
"Philadelphia  Story." 
A  special  award  was  made  to  Walt 

Disney,  Leopold  Stokowski  and  their 
associates  for  "Fantasia." Pictures  which  were  rated  high  in 

the  voting  by  the  critics  were  "The 
Long  Voyage  Home,"  "Our  Town," (Continued  on  page  7) 

Phila.  Front  Breaks 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  29.— The 
local  broadcasters'  solid  front in  the  music  feud  has  broken. 
Four  non-network  stations  in 
this  area  have  signed  with 
the  Ascap.  They  are  WDAS, 
WTEL,  WIBG  and  WCAM  in 
Camden,  N.  J.  Spokesmen  for 
the  stations  said  they  could 
see  no  reason  for  "carrying 
the  torch"  for  the  networks, 
and  that  the  money  issue  in- 

volved was  overshadowed  by 
program  and  other  considera- tions. 

quette,  Mich.;  WBAB,  Atlantic  City; 
KADA.  Ada,  Okla. ;  WOLS,  Flor- 

ence, S.  C,  and  WFBG,  Altoona,  Pa. 
In  New  York  City,  WQXR,  WOV 
WBNX,  WNYC  and  WINS,  in  addi- 

tion to  the  four  major  stations, 
WEAF,  WABC,  WOR  and  WJZ,  have 
signed  with  BMI  while  WNEW  and 
WHN  have  joined  Ascap.  NYC  also 
has  an  Ascap  license. 

At  BMI  it  was  stated  that  250,000 
compositions  were  available  directly 
through  BMI  and  over  400,000  from 
Sesac  (European  society)  and  Ameri- 

can Music  Publishers.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  BMI  has  published  300  new 
popular  songs  in  the  past  nine  months 
and  has  contracted  for  an  additional 
ISO.  The  production  schedule  calls  for 
14  new  songs  weekly,  it  was  said, 
while  M.  M.  Cole  and  E.  B.  Marks 
wil  add  about  45  new  popular  songs 

(Continued  on  page  8) 

Chaplin  Named  U.  A. 

Montreal  Manager 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  Dec.  29.— Charles 
S.  Chaplin,  United  Artists  manager 
here  for  the  past  five  years,  has  been 
appointed  branch  manager  at  Montreal 
in  the  realignment  of  the  company's 
Canadian  sales  staff.  George  Heiber, 
former  office  manager  of  the  local 
exchange,  has  been  named  branch 
manager  succeeding  Chaplin. 

House  Fails  to  Open 

In  Labor  Dispute 

Detroit,  Dec.  29. — The  scheduled 
opening  Friday  night  of  the  new 
$350,000  Royal  Theatre  failed  to  take 
place  and  3,000  patrons  were  turned 
away  at  the  door.  The  management 
distributed  printed  statements  inform- 

ing persons  who  came  to  the  theatre 
that  two  union  operators  paid  $105 
a  week  refused  to  work  unless  a  stage- 

hand is  employed  at  $78  a  week.  The 
management  claims  there  is  no  need 
for  such  a  man  and  the  union  contends 
that  one  is  needed  for  maintenance. 

British  Money 

Distribution 

To  Arbitration 

Method    of  Allocating 

$12,900,000  in  Dispute 

While  heads  of  the  eight  major 

companies  have  agreed  on  $12,900,- 
000  as  the  amount  which  may  be 
withdrawn  from  Great  Britain  dur- 

ing the  12  months  ending  next  Oct. 
31,  the  method  of  distributing  this 
amount  is  in  dispute. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  M.P.P.D. 
A.  board  of  directors  on  Friday, 
it  was  agreed  to  submit  this 
matter  to  arbitration  as  soon 
as  possible.  An  arbitration  de- cision is  expected  before  the 
end  of  February. 

Will  H.  Hays,  president  of  the 
M.P.P.D.A.,  following  the  meeting 
made  formal  announcement  that  the 
currency  agreement  with  the  British 
Government  had  been  closed. 

The  board  adjourned  to  next  Thurs- 
day. The  proposed  five-year  extension 

of  Hays's  contract  as  president  did  not come  up  at  the  meeting. 
Arbitration  of  the  allocation  method 

for  the  British  currency  resulted  from 
M-G-M's  contention  that  the  amounts 
which  the  individual  companies  have 
available  for  remittance  in  England, 

(Continued  on  page  7) 

Masters  Is  Honored 

At  Toronto  Dinner 

Toronto,  Dec.  29. — Approximately 
75  Canadian  film  and  theatre  officials 
paid  tribute  to  Haskell  Masters  at  the 
King  Edward  Hotel  here  last  night  on 
the  occasion  of  his  departure  for  New 
York  to  take  over  his  new  post  as 
Western  division  sales  manager  for 
United  Artists  next  Wednesday. 
Representing  the  United  Artists 

home  office  at  the  testimonial  dinner 
were  James  Mulvey,  Eastern  repre- (Continued  on  page  7) 

Year  in  Review 
A  review  of  the  year  1940 

in  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, as  recorded  in  the  day- 

by-day  headlines  from  Mo- tion Picture  Daily,  appears 
in  this  issue,  beginning  on 
Page  4. 
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I    'Dictator'  Banned  in  Buenos  Aires 
Personal 

Mention 

SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  president  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  left  on  Friday 

by  train  for  the  Coast  to  participate  in 
production  conferences  at  the  studio. 

• 
William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 

manager  of  M-G-M,  left  over  the 
weekend  for  the  Coast. 

• 
Samuel  Rinzler  of  Randforce  last 

week  became  a  grandfather  for  the 
third  time  when  a  daughter  was  born 
to  Mrs.  Seymour  Rinzler,  wife  of  his 
son,  at  Doctor's  Hospital. • 

Joseph  Bernhardt  general  manager 
of  Warner  Theatres,  leaves  today  by 
train  for  the  Coast  for  conferences 
with  Harry  and  Jack  Warner. 

• 
Wolfe  Cohen,  Warner  district 

manager  in  Canada,  returned  to  his 
Toronto  headquarters  over  the  week- 

end after  conferring  here  with  Roy 
Haines,  Eastern  sales  manager. 

• 
David  Hempstead,  RKO  producer, 

arrived  over  the  weekend  from  the 
Coast  for  a  brief  vacation. 

• 
Frank  Donovan,  Pathe  News  vice- 

president,  is  vacationing  at  Lake 
Placid. 

James  Memery,  Loew-Poli  divi- 
sion artist  in  New  Haven,  is  spend- 

ing the  holidays  at  Pepperill,  Mass. 

Buenos  Aires,  Dec.  29. — After  hav- 
ing authorized  exhibition  here  of 

Charlie  Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dicta- 
tor," Mayor  Carlos  A.  Pueyrredon 

banned  the  film.  The  action  of  the 

mayor  was  taken  at  the  specific  re- 
quest of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 

lations, who  acted  following  a  protest 
by  Italian  Ambassador  Raffaele  Bos- 
carelli  that  the  picture  "attacked  the 
Italian  regime." The  original  authorization  to  ex- 

hibit the  film  had  come  from  the  Mu- 
nicipal Motion  Picture  Advisory  Com- 

mission. The  film  was  scheduled  to 
open  on  Thursday  in  three  local 
houses,  the  Opera,  Normandie  and 
Suipacha.  The  management  of  the 
Opera  sought  the  aid  of  the  British 
Embassy,  but  it  was  believed  doubt- 

ful that  the  ruling  could  be  changed, 

Brown  Reorganizes 

Para,  Coast  Publicity 
Hollywood,  Dec.  29. — Reorganiza- 

tion of  the  Paramount  studio  publicity 
department  started  over  the  weekend, 
as  George  Brown  took  over  on  Friday 
as  the  new  director.  Five  members  of 
the  staff  left  and  three  others  were 
brought  in. 

Leaving  the  department  were :  Bert 
Holloway,  news  editor ;  William  He- 
bert,  Robert  Burkhart,  Arthur  Powell 
and  Robert  Blewett.  Engaged  by 
Brown  are :  Hy  Daab,  who  will  arrive 
shortly  from  New  York ;  Bernard 
Kaymins  and  Murphy  McHenry. 
Other  replacements  are  to  be  an- 

nounced later. 

since  the  decree  already  had  been 
issued. 
The  commission  has  banned  War- 

ners' "Confessions  of  a  Nazi  Spy"  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  injurious  to  a 
nation  with  which  Argentina  maintains 
friendly  relations.  A  previous  ban  had 

resulted  in  a  change  of  title  to  "Con- 
fessions of  a  Secret  Spy"  and  altera- tion in  the  Spanish  dialogue,  but  it 

was  ruled  that  the  film  remained  es- 
sentially the  same. 

Approve  "Dictator"  in  Colon 
Charlie  Chaplin's  "The  Great  Dic- 

tator" will  be  shown  in  Colon,  Pana- 
ma, despite  the  protests  of  the  German 

Minister,  who  sought  to  have  the  film 
banned.  .  Mayor  Praxedes  Vasquez 
and  the  censor  board  ruled  that  the 
film  may  be  exhibited,  basing  their 
decision  on  the  principle  of  liberty  of 
expression  in  Panama,  the  mayor  said. 

Farnol  Is  Honored 

At  Cocktail  Party 
Lynn  Farnol,  whose  resignation  as 

United  Artists  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  becomes  effective 

Thursday,  was  given  a  cocktail  party 
by  home  office  executives  and  person- nel on  Friday. 

Farnol  will  leave  this  weekend  on  a 
trip  to  the  South  and  on  his  return  to 
New  York,  about  Jan.  20,  will  open 
his  own  public  relations  office  here. 
Monroe  Greenthal  succeeds  Farnol  as 
United  Artists  advertising  and  pub- 

licity head. 
Among  those  present  at  the  home 

office  cocktail  party  were :  Maurice 
Silverstone,  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Ben- 

nett Cerf,  Marion  Kendrick,  Cal 
Swanson,  Si  Seadler,  Emanuel  Silver- 
stone,  Walter  Gould,  Paul  Lazarus,  E. 
J.  Peskay,  James  Mulvey,  Arthur  Sil- 

verstone, Monroe  Greenthal,  Al  Mar- 
golies,  Sam  Shain,  Ben  Washer, 
Louise  Phesey,  Harry  Kosiner,  J.  J. 
Milstein,  Fred  McConnell,  Steve  Pal- 
los,  Harry  Buckley,  Sam  Cohen,  David 
Griesdorf  and  Seymour  Poe. 

Nazi  Films  Cancel 

L.  A.  Theatre  Lease 

Los  Angeles,  Dec.  29. — Showing  of 
German  pictures  is  a  "means  of  fo- 

menting hatred,  criticism  and  enmity," 
the  Superior  Court  here  decided  Fri- 

day in  upholding  the  right  of  two  the- atre owners  to  cancel  a  lease. 
The  owners,  Dr.  Peter  Riccardi  and 

Roger  Rogers,  cancelled  Franz  K.  Fe- 
renz'  lease,  charging  he  had  shown 
German  films  supplied  without  cost  by 
the  German  Consulate. 

'Virginia'  Opening 

For  British  Relief 
The  Canadian  Maple  Leaf  Fund,  a 

British  war  relief  unit,  operating  here, 
will  sponsor  the  opening  of  Para- 
mount's  "Virginia"  at  the  Paramount 
Theatre  on  Broadway  the  night  of 
Jan.  28.  A  substantial  portion  of  the 
theatre's  seats  will  be  allocated  for 
this  cause  and  will  be  sold  at  advanced 

prices. 
Donald  Reilly  Killed 
Lima,  O.,  Dec.  29.— Donald  Reilly, 

27,  manager  of  the  local  Warner  The- 
atre, was  killed  instantly  when  his 

automobile  struck  a  telephone  pole 

near  here  late  last  week, 

Play  by  Elmer  Rice 
Opens  Here  Toniyht 
The  Playwrights  Company 

will  present  a  new  play  by 

Elmer  Rice,  "Flight  to  the 
West,"  tonight  at  the  Guild Theatre.  The  cast  includes 
Betty  Field,  Arnold  Moss, 
Hugh  Marlowe,  Paul  Hern- ried  and  Constance  McKay. 
Rice  also  directed. 

Frohman  Services 

Held  This  Morning 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  11 

o'clock  this  morning  for  Daniel  Froh- 
man, dean  of  American  producers,  at 

the  Little  Church  Around  the  Corner, 
1  East  29th  Street.  Burial  will  be 

private. 
The  body  remained  at  the  Universal 

Chapel,  52nd  Street  and  Lexington 
Ave.,  until  yesterday.  Frohman  died 
on  Thursday  at  the  age  of  89. 
Honorary  pallbearers,  as  announced 

by  the  Actors  Fund  of  America,  of 
which  Frohman  was  president  for 
many  years,  will  include : 

Lee  Shubert,  Gilbert  Miller,  Mar- 
cus Heiman ;  the  following  execu- 

tive officers  of  the  Actors  Fund,  Wal- 
ter Vincent,  Sam  Scribner,  Robert 

Campbell  and  Charles  Dow  Clark ; 
George  Cohan,  Arthur  Hopkins, 
Monty  Woolley,  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray 
Butler,  William  Gaxton,  Victor 
Moore,  Mayor  Fiorello  H.  La  Guar- 
dia,  Stanley  Howe,  Harry  Sommers, 
Burns  Mantle,  George  C.  Tyler, 
Frank  Gillmore,  William  A.  Brady, 

Gene  Buck,  Bill  Robinson,  Otis  Skin- ner, former  Mayor  James  J.  Walker, 
Brooks  Atkinson  and  Fred  Stone. 
Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the 

Paramount  board,  sent  a  message  of 
condolence  to  Etta  Frohman,  sister  of 
the  late  producer.  The  message  said 
in  part :  "His  friendly  cooperation  and 
advice  were  of  inestimable  value  both 
to  Paramount  and  to  the  entire  motion 

picture  industry." 
Lichtman,  Hyman  In 

Today  for  Parleys 
Al  Lichtman,  vice-president  of 

Loew's  and  M-G-M  studio  executive, 
and  Bernard  H.  Hyman,  production 
executive,  are  due  here  today  to  con- 

fer on  product  plans  with  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  president,  and  other  home 
office  officials. 
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DELUXE 

Cesar  Romero,  as  the  Romeo  of  the  rackets, 

sets  the  vogue  for  what  the  well-dressed 
man  will  wear  for  the  well  -  known  ride. 

TALL,  DARK 

and  HANDSOME 

20th's  natural!  .  .  .  loaded  with  laughs!  thrills!  tunes! 
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Headlines  Review  the  Motion  Picture  Year 

January 

Jan.  2.— Neely  Bill  and  radio  regulatory 
measures  face  action  by  new  session  of 
Congress.  David  Sarnoff  calls  1939 
"radio's  biggest  year."  Motion  Picture Daily  publishes  news  headlines  of  1939. 

Jan.  3. — U.  S.  Supreme  Court  approves 
RKO  reorganization  order.  Holiday 
grosses  set  10-year  Broadway  record. 
United  Artists  to  contest  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn's    releasing   deal   with  Warners. 

Jan.  4. — James  Roosevelt  signs  release  deal with  United  Artists.  B.  &  K.  rejects 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  terms;  picture to  play  two  independent  Loop  houses. 
RKO  sees  seven-year  reorganization 
ended  by  Feb.  1. 

Jan.  5. — Baltimore  Federal  court  dismisses 
Westway  anti-trust  suit  against  major 
companies;  upholds  sales  methods.  R.F.C. 
denies  loan  to  Grand  National,  precipitat- 

ing crisis  for  company.  Douglas  Fair- 
banks' will  retains  his  United  Artists stock  for  his  estate. 

Jan.  8. — Central  Trades  and  Labor  Council, 
New  York,  opposes  Neely  Bill.  Grand 
National  creditors  obtain  bankruptcy 
order  for  company. 

Jan.  9.— Mayor  La  Guardia  asks  industry 
to  produce  a  minimum  of  125  features 
yearly  in  New  York.  20th  Century -Fox 
plans  52  features  for  new  season  schedule. 
Half  of  new  RKO  stock  is  subscribed 
for  by  creditors;  Atlas  Corp.  to  take remainder. 

Tan.  10.— Industry  executives  question  prac- 
ticability of  establishing  large-scale  pro- duction in  New  York.  W.  Kay  Johnston, 

Monogram  president,  and  Scott  R.  Dun- 
lap,  production  head,  given  three-year contract  extensions  by  company. 

Jan.  11— William  Bioff,  LA.T.S.E.  studio 
labor  head,  indicted  for  tax  evasion  by 
Los  Angeles  Federal  grand  jury.  Grand 
National  closes  doors;  property  auction 
planned.  New  York  ticket  brokers  agree 
on  code  regulating  ticket  surcharge. 

Jan.  12. — Extradition  of  William  Bioff  asked 
by  Illinois  on  six  months  jail  sentence 
which  the  Hollywood  labor  leader  never 
served.  French  film  industry  near  stand- still due  to  war. 

Tan.  15. — First  week's  gross  of  1940  in  159 key  theatres  is  largest  in  two  years. 
Jan.  16. — Industry  executives  to  face  oral 
examination  by  U.  S.  Attorney  General's office  in  anti-trust  suit.  British  produc- 

tion activity  cut  60  per  cent  by  war. 
Jan.  17.— Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 

will  have  jurisdiction  over  Government's anti-trust  suit  trial  against  industry. 
Jan.  13. — Federal  court  at  Buffalo  denies Government  order  to  restrain  Schine 
Circuit  from  further  expansion.  Walter 
Wanger  elected  president  of  Academy  of 
M.  P.  Arts  &  Sciences. 

Tan.  19. — Federal  court  orders  termination 
of  RKO  reorganization.  Defendant  com- 

panies in  Government  anti-trust  suit  will oppose  examination  of  their  officers  by 
Government. 

Jan.  20. — Darryl  Zanuck,  in  New  York  for 
"Blue  Bird"  premiere,  heartened  by  ex- hibitor tendency  to  accord  outstanding 
pictures  longer  playing  time;  sees  ten- 

dency aiding  in  overcoming  foreign  re- venue losses.  Al  Steffes,  exhibitor  leader, 
stricken  in  Washington. 

Jan.  22. — Schine  Circuit  plans  further  ex- 
pansion on  heels  of  court  victory  over 

Government.  Michigan  exhibitors  ask 
F.C.C.  to  end  radio  giveaways. 

Jan.  23. — Treasury  Department  makes  pub- lic motion  picture  salaries.  Universal 
plans  43  features  for  new  season.  Para- mount considers  fewer  features  for  new 
season  than  in  previous  years.  Sam 
Dembow  returns  to  Paramount  in  theatre 
executive  post. 

Jan.  24. — M-G-M  plans  52  features  for  new 
season.  Columbia  opposes  examinations 
of  its  officers  by  Government  in  Federal 
anti-trust  suit.  Screen  Actors  Guild  op- 

poses Neely  Bill. 
Jan.  25. — Department  of  Commerce  report on  industry  seen  as  basis  for  consent 
decree  in  settlement  of  Federal  anti-trust 
suit.  Paramount  to  reduce  new  season 
production  schedule  to  34  features  on  own 
lot. 

Jan.  26. — Formal  end  of  RKO  reorganiza- tion effected.  Universal  reports  1939 
profit  of  $1,153,321. 

Jan.  29. — Japanese  market  in  danger  of  be- 
ing lost  to  American  films.  Warners  re- 

port first  quarter  profit  of  $642,129. 
Jan.  30. — Major  companies  agree  on  formula 

for  sharing  $17,500,000  of  exportable  Brit- ish revenue. 
Jan.  31. — Neely  bill  Congressional  hearings 

set  for  March.  Industry  doubts  Govern- 
ment anti-trust  trial  can  start  May  1,  as 

scheduled.  Annual  Quigley  Awards  show- 
manship competition  held  at  Astor. 

February 

Feb.  1. — Major  companies  cite  losses;  to 
ask  l.A.'i'.i>.E.  studio  unions  to  rescind 
10  per  cent  wage  increases.  Educational 
Pictures  hies  voluntary  petition  in  bank- ruptcy. 

Feo.  2. — Balked  in  his  negotiations  to  re- 
lease '"i'ne  Westerner"  through  another 

company,  Samuel  Goldwyn  notines  United 
Artists  he  will  deliver  the  picture  to  it. 
Cold  wave  throughout  South  cuts  grosses 
15  per  cent.  Ray  Bell  and  Lige  Brien  win 
Quigley  Showmanship  awards. 

Feb.  5. — Major  company  defendants  lose 
court  move  to  prevent  Government  from 
examining  company  executives.  Warners 
will  release  product  of  outside  producers. 

Feb.  6. — Large  screen  television  in  color 
shown;  reveals  high  standard  of  tech- nical progress.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  elected 
president  of  Association  of  M.  P.  Pro- ducers. 

Feb.  7. — Screen  Actors  Guild  renews  efforts 
to  develop  a  centralized  performers'  union for  all  entertainment  branches.  Major 
companies  oppose  adverse  film  legislation in  Brazil. 

Feb.  8. — Anti-Ascap  bill  introduced  in  New 
York  legislature. 

Feb.  9. — Industry  agrees  on  proposal  to 
withdraw  $17,500,000  from  Britain,  leav- 

ing equal  amount  "frozen"  there.  F.C.C. 
to  investigate  "Pot  o'  Gold"  broadcasts for  possible  violations  of  lottery  laws. 

Feb.  13.— M.  E.  Comerford  left  estate  of 
$2,000,000.  National  Economic  Committee 
report  shows  insurance  companies'  theatre holdings. 

Feb.  14. — Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
rebukes  Government  attorneys  for  han- 

dling of  anti-trust  case  preliminaries  in 
ruling  in  favor  of  Columbia  on  answers 
to  its  interrogatories.  LA.T.S.E.  studio 
unions  warn  producers  they  will  not  re- 

linquish 10  per  cent  wage  increases. 
Feb.  15. — Major  companies  win  additional 
time  for  answering  Government  inter- 

rogatories in  Federal  anti-trust  suit. 
Storms  hit  New  York  grosses. 

Feb.  16. — Samuel  Goldwyn  files  new  suit over  his  United  Artists  releasing  contract. 
Producers  fail  to  reach  agreement  with 
LA.T.S.E.  studio  unions  on  revocation 
of  10  per  cent  wage  increases. 

Feb.  19. — Foreign  revenue  losses  of  industry 
increase.  Company  defendants  file  an- swers to  Government  interrogatories. 
J.  J.  Nolan  named  head  of  RKO1  studio. 

Feb.  20. — Four  A's  aids  drive  to  build stage  show  unions. 
Feb.  21. — Screen  Writers  Guild  attacks 
Neely  bill. 

Feb.  23. — "Gone  With  the  Wind"  grosses $9,000,000  in  first  two  months.  Ascap 
drafts  new  contracts  for  radio  broad- casters. 

Feb.  26.— Walt  Disney  Prod,  plans  $3,800,000 
stock  issue  for  expansion. 

Feb.  27. — Major  company  defendants  win 
preliminary  victory  in  Government's Nashville  anti-trust  suit.  Newspaper 
Film  Critics  of  America  vote  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips"  the  best  picture  of  1939. Feb.  28. — Single  feature  bills  lack  support 
in  Chicago  trial.  Sweden  "freezes"  in- dustry cash  in  that  country.  Conciliation boards  are  successful  in  Canadian  trial. 

Feb.  29. — Government  attorneys  express  fear 
its  witnesses  in  anti-trust  suit  will  be 
"intimidated."  Film  writers  claim  wage injustices  following  survey. 

March 

March  1.— Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts  & Sciences  makes  known  its  1939  award 
winners. 

March  4. — Television  plans  large  appropria- 
tions to  win  new  audiences.  20th  Century- Fox  sets  new  season  production  budget  of 

$30,000,000  for  52  features. 
March  5. — Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox 
discloses  possibility  of  a  settlement  of 
the  Government  anti-trust  suit  against 
the  industry.  France  imposes  embargo 
on  currency  withdrawals  by  film  com- 
panies. March  6. — M.P.T.O.A.  advances  suggestion 
for  film  booking  legislation  which  would 
correct  industry  objections  to  Neely  bill. 

Federal  court  discounts  Government's '"tears"  that  its  witnesses  will  be  in- 
timidated; denies  "protective"  order. March  7. — Government  lists  SM  witnesses  in 

300-page  reply  to  defense  interrogatories. 
Fred  J^ange,  Paramount  European  man- 

ager, sees  lean  years  ahead  for  films aDroad  alter  war. 
March  8. — Maurice  McKenzie,  veteran M.P.P.D.A.  executive,  resigns  to  go  into 
retirement;  is  succeeded  by  Francis  i>. 
Harmon,  Predict  postponement  of  Neely bill  hearings. 

March  11. — Federal  court  estimates  trial  of 
Government  anti-trust  suit  may  take 
two  years. 

March  12. — Assistant  Attorney  General Xhurman  Arnold  discounts  possibility  of 
a  settlement  ol  industry  anti- trust  suit; 
asserts  no  criminal  prosecutions  contem- 

plated by  Government. 
March  13.— David  ijarnoff  predicts  RCA's television  relay  system  between  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  will  be  ready  by 
1941. March  14. — Quigley  Awards  luncheon  held 
in  Hollywood.  Samuel  Bronston  forms 
new  producing  company  with  Charles  M. Schwab  financing  reported. 

March  15. — Consent  decree  settlement  of 
Government  anti-trust  suit  is  foreseen. 

March  18. — Universal  reports  profit  more 
than  double  preceding  year's;  reelects directors. 

March  19. — Consent  decree  settlement  of 
Government  anti-trust  suit  depends  upon 
solution  of  theatre  divorcement  demand. 

March  20. — Herbert  Wilcox  plans  produc- 
tion of  British  war  benefit  film  in  Holly- 

wood; RKO  to  distribute  at  cost.  Adolph 
Zukor  and  John  W.  Hicks,  back  from 
tour  of  South  America,  report  business 

gains. 
March  21. — Britain's  film  quota  laws  will continue  for  another  year.  Alexander 
Korda  will  transfer  production  activities 
from  London  to  Hollywood. 

March  22. — Efforts  continue  to  devise  con- sent decree  for  settlement  of  Government 
anti-trust  suit.  Ascap  discloses  new  con- 

tract terms  for  broadcasters;  networks 
balk  at  increases.  Universal  executives 
purchase  large  stock  holdings  of  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  former  president. 

March  25.— Settlement  of  Government  anti- 
trust suit  viewed  as  deciding  fate  of 

Neely  bill,  too.  United  Artists  plans  30 
features  budgeted  at  $29,000,000  for  new season. 

March  26. — Consent  decree  discussions  prog- 
ress as  possibility  develops  that  Govern- 
ment will  not  insist  upon  theatre  divorce- 

ment. Will  H.  Hays  assails  efforts  to 
require  theatre  divorcement  and  the  Neely 
bill  in  his  annual  report  to  M.P.P.D.A. 
Applications  for  RKO  reorganization  al- lowances aggregate  $1,732,984. 

March  27. — Metropolitan  projectionists  win 
15  per  cent  wage  increase  from  circuits. 

March  28.— Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  to  get  new  five-year  con- 

tracts from  20th  Century-Fox. 
March  29. — Delay  beyond  May  1  in  starting 
trial  of  Government  anti-trust  suit  is 
predicted.  Nebraska  anti-Ascap  law  de- clared unconstitutional. 

April April  1. — Disagreements  between  Govern- ment and  defense  attorneys  on  arbitration 
setup  under  a  consent  decree  threaten  to 
prevent  settlement  of  Federal  anti-trust 
suit.  Major  company  defendants  win  sec- 

ond preliminary  court  victory  over  Gov- ernment in  New  York  Federal  court hearing. 

April  2. — Easter  holiday  grosses  are  Broad- 
way's biggest  in  years.  RKO  plans  50 features  for  new  season. 

April  3. — Floods  hurt  theatres  in  four 
states.  Only  slight  chance  for  Congres- sional vote  on  Neely  bill  this  session seen. 

April  4. — Annual  sales  conventions  being delayed  to  await  further  developments  on 
settlement  of  Government  anti-trust  suit which  might  alter  selling  practices. 
United  Artists  withdraws  resignation  from 
M.P.P.D.A. 

April  5. — Government  lists  100  of  its  wit- nesses for  trial  of  Federal  anti -trust  suit. 
April  8. — Four  companies  seen  favoring  con- 

sent decree  in  Government  suit,  four  op- 
posed. American  companies  pledge  pro- 

duction of  30  features  annually  in  Britain. 
Lou  Diamond,  Paramount  short  subjects 
head,  dies. 

April  9. — British  to  continue  quota  on  foot- 
age basis  despite  American  companies' plea  for  monetary  basis.  L.  T.  Ludwig 

resigns  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  post. 
April  10. — Senator  Neely  introduces  theatre 

divorcement  bill.  Extension  of  European 
war  costs  American  companies  the  Scan- dinavian markets. 

April  11. — One  month's  postponement  to 
June  1  of  trial  date  for  Federal  anti- trust suit  to  be  asked. 

April  12. — Introduction  in  Senate  of  Neely theatre  divorce  bill  seen  as  no  bar  to 
negotiations  for  settlement  of  Federal anti- trust  suit. 

April  15.— 20th  Century-Fox  plans  52  new season  features  and  production  budget  of 
$27,000,000.  Gabriel  L.  Hess,  long  M.P. 
P.D.A.  attorney,  dies.  Spyros  Skouras 
urges  higher  admission  prices. 

April  26.— American  banks  provide  $3,600,000 
of  new  financing  for  Alexander  Korda's production  activities  in  U.  S. 

April  17. — See  Neely  bills  dead  in  Congress 
this  session.  Paramount's  Du  Mont  Labo- ratories acquires  big  interest  in  Majestic 
Radio  &  Television  Corp.  20th  Century  - 
Fox  board  votes  Darryl  Zanuck  new  five- year  contract  and  stock  options. 

April  18.— Fox  West  Coast  anti-trust  suit 
to  be  settled.  Use  of  television  forecast 
as  factor  in  film  exploitation  work. 

April  19.— Sidney  R.  Kent  traces  develop- ment of  affiliated  theatre  organizations  in 
Government  anti-trust  suit  quiz.  Mono- 
gTiim  plans  50  new  season  films. 

April  22. — Trial  of  Government  anti-trust suit  postponed  from  May  1  to  June  3; 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  foresees  no  settlement  following 
hearing. 

April  23. — Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man Arnold  tells  Senate  judiciary  sub- 

committee Department  of  Justice  will  not 
accept  a  consent  decree  in  the  film  anti- trust suit  because  Allied  States  does  not want  one. 

April  24. — Exhibitors  named  as  prospective 
Government  trial  witnesses  state  they 
will  not  testify.  20th  Century-Fox  asks 
dismissal  for  16  named  as  defendants  in 
Government  anti-trust  suit. 

April  25. — New  Jersey  exhibitor  brands  in- dependent circuits  worse  competitors  than 
affiliated  circuits  in  pre-trial  examination for  Government  suit. 

April  26.— United  Artists  to  establish  "pre- 
selling"  organization  in  field.  Ascap's 1939  collections  estimated  at  $6,000,000. 

April  29. — Dates  for  annual  sales  conven- tions set  as  evidence  piles  up  Federal 
anti-trust  suit  can  not  affect  new  season's sales  policies.  Paramount  reports  1939 
profit  of  $2,737,533. 

April  30.— B.  &  K.  and  Paramount  held 
liable  for  violation  of  Federal  consent 
decree  in  Chicago  special  master's  re- port. "Rebecca"  gets  sixth  week  at 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  setting  all-time 
run  record  for  house. 

May 

May  1. — Balaban  &  Katz  defense  strong  in consent  decree  hearing.  Bonwick  suc- ceeds Loach  at  Pathe. 
May  2. — Parleys  reported  opened  in  Rome for  resumption  of  Italian  trade.  U.  S. 
attorneys  shift  offices  to  New  York  for 
Government  suit  trial  preparation. 

May  3.— Theatres  face  fight  with  World's Fair  at  the  box-office.  Hopes  of  short trust  suit  trial  seen  fading. 
May  6.— U.  S.  in  sudden  move  asks  Griffith Oklahoma  trust  suit  be  dismissed.  RCA 

assails  film  interests'  actions  on  television in  report  filed  with  FCC. 
May  7. — RKO  seeking  loan  to  obtain  Mee- 
han  stock  in  company.  Loew's  28-week profit  $6,789,828,  gain  of  $420,981. 

May  8. — Appeal  is  aim  of  U.  S.  request  for dismissal  of  Oklahoma  suit.  Greenthal  to 
head  United  Artists  national  "pre- selling bureau."  Gold  and  Schlaifer  to  retain 
U.A.  posts.  Goldwyn  sees  end  of  block booking  as  boon. 

May  9. — Sales  heads  cooperate  in  concilia- tion. Coast  exhibitor  meeting  is  told. 
DuMont  claims  RCA  is  clouding  the  tele- vision situation. 

May  10. — Metro  will  have  to  cut  its  product 
by  25  per  cent  if  the  Neely  bill  passes, 
William  F.  Rodgers  tells  exhibitors. 
Neely  bill  backers  to  shorten  testimony 
to  bring  early  vote.  Theatre  pools  de- fended by  Nate  Blumberg. 

May  13.— Universal  to  release  45  features 
next  season.  Seek  method  of  speeding 
Neely  bill  hearings.  Industry  faces  loss 
of  Belgium,  Holland  markets. 

May  14.— Proponents  of  Neely  bill  call block  sales  pillar  of  monopoly  at  House 
committee  hearing.  U.A.  plans  22  fea- 

tures from  13  producers  next  season. 
May  15— Neely  bill  faces  hostile  quizzing 
in  House  committee.    Balaban's  salary  at 
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Paramount  $236,635  in  1939.  Selznick  rules 
out  blind  selling  on  his  pictures. 

May  16. — Myers  rushes  to  defense  of  Neely 
bill.  Paramount  reduces  debt  by  $17,000,- 
000,  votes  common  dividends.  English 
trade  about  normal  despite  crisis.  Gold- 
wyn  backs  Gallup  poll  on  duals. 

May  17. — Research  Council  paying  expenses of  Neely  bill  supporters.  United  Artists 
producers  discuss  national  circuit  idea. 
N.  M.  Schenck  defends  trade  sales  policy 
in  Government  suit  pre-trial  examination. 

May  20. — Columbia  to  release  Government 
film  on  maternity  care.  M-G-M  plans 
total  of  52  features  next  season.  Uni- 

versal accounts  pass  10,000  total. 
May  21. — Talk  of  trust  suit  settlement  still 
persists.  Neely  bill  will  be  aid  to  busi- 

ness, hearing  is  told.  Allport  quits  Rome 
with  no  action  taken  on  trade  resumption. 

May  22. — Proponents  of  Neely  bill  admit 
enactment  might  force  production  costs 
up  100  per  cent.  Seven  major  companies 
withdraw  $15,000,000  under  British  agree- ment. 

May  23. — Pettijohn  warns  of  higher  costs and  admissions  in  world  crisis,  in  leading 
opposition  to  Neely  bill.  Inclusion  of 
25,000  actors  in  one  union  is  proposed  to 4- A. 

May  24. — Neely  bill  committee  demands  full 
data  on  cost  and  operation  of  Hays  office. 
Paramount  to  offer  45  to  50  next  season. 

May  27. — Neely  bill  passage  would  ruin overseas  market,  Herman  Wobber  warns 
committee.  Paramount  to  sell  more  on 
percentage. 

May  28.— Television  is  not  yet  ready,  FCC 
rules;  commercialization  delayed.  RKO 
features  to  total  53  next  season.  RKO 
retains  Gallup  for  survey  of  film  audi- ences. 

May  29.— A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  named  sales manager  of  RKO.  Frank  Freeman  warns 
Neely  bill  passage  will  cause  cut  in 
production.  Republic  sets  58  films,  four serials  next  season. 

May  31.— Admission  tax  exemption  at  30 
cents  is  asked.  Kuykendall  scores  aims 
of  Neely  bill  at  hearing. 

June  3. — Government  trust  trial  against major  companies  starts  today.  Studio 
cost  revision  is  underway. 

June  4. — U.  S.  demands  end  of  "mono- 
polies" as  trial  opens  in  New  York. Joseph  M.  Schenck  to  face  trial  under 

income  tax  indictment. 
June  5. — U.  S.  victory  in  suit  would  mean 
monopoly,  former  Judge  Thacher  tells 
court.  Columbia  lists  35  or  44  new  season 
films.  Neely  bill  decision  expected  by  end of  week. 

June  6.— Block  booking  is  defended  at  trial of  Government  suit.  House  group  will 
revamp  Neely  bill.  Kuykendall  urges  a 
rise  in  admission  on  big  pictures.  Liberal 
sales  terms  promised  by  Columbia. 

June  7— U.  S.  opens  trial  evidence  today. Key  city  price  increase  urged  by  Spyros Skouras.  Warner  asks  all  employes  to 
combat  "Fifth  Column." 

June  10.— Decision  on  settlement  of  trust suit  is  believed  near.  Lenox  Lohr  re- 
signs as  president  of  NBC,  effective  July 

12.    Warners  set  50  features  next  season. 
June  11.— Federal  Judge  Goddard  asks  that 

every  effort"  be  made  to  settle  trust suit.  Producers  bar  wage  increases  be- cause of  war. 
June  12. — Government  authorizes  talks  on suit  settlement.  Screen  pays  $1,100,000 
for  18  new  plays  during  season.  Nick 
and  Weston  indicted  in  St.  Louis  under 
new  Federal  labor  racket  law. 

June  13.— Report  current  in  Montreal  that British  studios  may  move  to  Canada. Suit  defendants  insist  on  no  theatre divorcement.  FCC  report  clears  webs  on monopoly. 
June  14. — U.  S.  formula  on  proposed  con- sent decree  calls  for  sales  reforms.  James C.  Petrillo  of  the  Chicago  music  union 

to  be  head  of  the  American  Federation of  Musicians. 
June  17.— Expect  one-week  postponement  of trust  suit  here.  Senate  is  expected  to adopt  new  admission  tax  schedule. 
June  18.— End  of  block  booking  is  aim  of Allied  States  this  year.  Senate  approves new  levies  on  admissions  from  10  cents 
June  19.— Floyd  B.  Odium  declares  in  favor of  theatre  divorcement.  No  shortage  of product  seen  by  Frank  Freeman  of  Para- 

mount; Paramount  earnings  rise.  Studios face  tieups  over  office  strike. 
June  20.— Allied  insists  on  divorcement  in suit  settlement.  British  industry  must 

raise  $10,000,000  in  extra  taxation.  Book- 

ing bill  faces  delay  in  House  committee. 
June  21. — Government  suit  cost  is  esti- mated at  $1,250,000;  suits  against  circuits 

off  pending  New  York  decision.  British 
face  increase  of  100  per  cent  in  film  taxes. 

June  24. — Congress  passes  new  Federal  ad- mission tax  of  10  per  cent  with  exemption 
at  20  cents.  Allied  sees  reforms  from 
consent  decree  talks. 

June  25. — New  York  theatres  to  pass  new 
tax  on  to  the  public.  Progress  seen  in 
third  week  of  suit  talks. 

June  26. — New  tax  rules  outlined  for  ex- hibitor guidance.  Trust  laws  handicap 
Allied  attempted  solution  of  duals  prob- lem. See  JMazi  films  as  threat  to  U.  S. 
trade  position  on  the  Continent. 

June  27. — Trade  prepares  to  meet  new  tax. 
Defense  investigation  of  witnesses  begun in  trust  suit. 

June  28. — New  season's  selling  now  in  full swing.  Broadway  houses  raise  admission 
for  Federal  tax.  Majors  cease  shipments 
to  Continental  Europe. 

July 

July  1. — bee  75  per  cent  of  foreign  revenue lost  tnrougn  war.  W38  industry  salary 
list  led  Dy  Louis  B.  Mayer's  $b88,369. July  2. — ineatre  patrons  pay  new  defense 
taxes  willingly.  Ban  on  tight  film  ship- ments repealed.  Attorneys  in  trust  suit 
approve  arbitration. 

July  3. — (J.  S.  seeks  ban  on  blind  buying 
through  screenings.  Television  boom  is 
expected  in  the  Fall. 

July  5. — Philadelphia  music  strike  goes  to 
Petrillo.  U.  S.  fighting  Nazi  films  in 
South  America.  U.  S.  Appeals  Court 
reverses  Goldwyn-U.A.  suit  dismissal. 

July  8. — British  Embassy  clarities  war status  of  British  actors  in  Hollywood. 
Salary  cuts  and  banning  of  duals  recom- mended by  Edward  Small. 

July  9.— Allied  yields  divorcement  point  in Government  suit.  U.  S.  charges  Schine 
monopoly  in  37  cities  in  bill  of  par- ticulars. 

July  10. — Price  cut  in  Chicago  costs 
Oriental  Theatre  a  film  as  RKO1  cancels 
booking.  U.  S.  declares  no  help  needed 
on  suit,  answering  exhibitors'  pleas. Reels  deny  Willkie  overemphasized. 

July  11. — U.  S.  charges  "freezeout"  of  com- petitors by  Schine  Circuit.  British  quota 
plan  is  attacked  as  inadequate.  NBC 
to  televise  Democratic  convention. 

July  12. — Separate  peace  with  "Big  5"  seen through  consent  decree.  War  impels  cuts 
in  RKO  reorganization  fees,  says  Schae- 
fer.  Gus  Schaefer  named  RKO  North- eastern district  manager. 

July  15. — RKO  to  reduce  expenditure  on 
cooperative  ads.  U.  S.  pursues  "peace plan"  with  "Big  5."  Niles  Trammell new  president  of  NBC. 

July  16. — War  benefit  costs  Canadian  thea- 
tres loss  of  $300,000.  Fifty  television  sta- tions seen  by  next  year. 

July  17. — Expect  first  draft  of  consent 
decree  ready  by  end  of  week.  British 
permit  use  of  foreign  funds  to  purchase 
films  in  England. 

July  18. — "Boom  Town"  to  be  sold  with 
request  that  exhibitors  increase  admis- sions. Nazis  ban  all  unapproved  films  in 
occupied  areas.  First  draft  of  decree 
may  be  delayed. 

July  19. — Enabling  law  considered  in  peace 
pact  with  "Big  5."  Frank  C.  Walker 
may  become  Postmaster  General.  East- ern group  takes  LA.  on  Coast.  Quigley 
and  Kaltenborn  discuss  radio  responsi- bility. 

July  22. — U.  S.  consent  decree  draft  is ready  for  settlement  of  suit.  New  York 
Allied  joins  national  M.P.T.O.A.  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck  outlines  Loew's  policy  of  high quality. 

July  23. — Box-office  slumps  throughout  the 
country  as  the  mercury  soars.  Tax  re- venue in  fiscal  year  up  to  $21,887,916. 
Adjourn  trust  trial  to  Oct.  7. 

July  24. — Paramount  theatre  partners  op- 
pose draft  of  consent  decree.  Warners 

plan  "Sea  Hawk"  trade  shows.  Propa- ganda has  no  place  on  screen,  says  Sol Lesser. 
July  25. — Paramount  holds  key  to  comple- tion of  consent  decree.  Cancellation  is 
preferred  by  exhibitors,  says  Kuykendall. 

July  26. — Decree  changes  under  way.  Thea- tre men  given  voice  in  working  out 
details.  Ask  Labor  Act  exemption  for 
top  studio  employes. 

July  29. — Heat  across  country  leaves  grosses 
limp.  Universal  gets  five-year  loan  of 
$1,500,000.  Agreement  on  decree  changes 
expected  this  week. 

July  30. — Four  companies  may  make  peace in  Government  suit  without  Paramount. 

Grosses  slump  to  40  per  cent  of  normal  in record  heat. 
July  31. — Warners  to  decide  position  on decree  today.  Fred  Lange  sees  U.  S. 

films  cut  to  20  per  cent  of  normal  in Europe. 
September 

Aug.  1. — Paramount  theatre  partners  to meet  on  consent  decree.  RKO  asked  to 
limit  triple  bills  in  Chicago.  Paramount 
six-month  net  profit  is  estimated  at 
$3,000,000. Aug.  2. — Arbitration  of  decree  would  bar 
"Dootleg"  theatres.  Henry  Ginsberg 
named  vice-president  of  Paramount. 
Pennsylvania  faces  Sunday  film  fight. 

Aug.  5. — Peace  between  Government  and 
"jjig  4"  up  to  Sidney  K.  Kent;  others concur.  Studio  survey  is  under  way  for "ivi-Day"  call. 

Aug.  6. — Kent  studies  new  draft  of  consent uecree;  .Paramount  still  undecided.  Metro 
product  banned  by  Nazis  on  the  Con- tinent of  Europe.  Court  voids  Florida 
anti-Ascap  statute. 

Aug.  7. — Circuits  weigh  five-year  "protec- tive" film  deals.  Universal  completes  re- tirement of  British  loans.  Decree  deci- sions due  this  week. 
Aug.  8. — Kent  and  Balaban  reject  decree 
tor  20th  Century-Fox  and  Paramount, 
respectively.  Block-of-sales  chief  target of  independents  on  consent  decree. 

Aug.  9. — Consent  decree  plan  is  seen  aban- 
doned. Special  plans  worked  out  for  ex- 
hibition of  Charlie  Chaplin's  "1'he  Great Dictator."  Gallup  poll  shows  public  op- 

posed to  duals.    Nazi  films  thrive  here. 
Aug.  12. — U.  S.  to  get  revised  draft  of  con- 

sent decree  this  week.  "Boom  Town" test  runs  high  at  increased  admissions. 
Aug.  13. — U.  S.  may  yield  to  Kent  and 
Balaban  on  consent  decree.  Loew's  to hold  jobs  for  all  men  called  to  serve 
country.  Studios  plan  broadcasts  to South  America. 

Aug.  14. — U.  S.  gets  Kent's  counter  pro- 
posals on  consent  decree.  "Boom  Town" to  play  at  higher  scales  in  2,000  theatres. 

To  release  "The  Great  Dictator"  about Sept.  15. 
Aug.  15. — Government  rejects  20th  Century- Fox  decree  terms  and  warns  Paramount. 
Nazis  insist  Metro  quit  occupied  areas. 
M.P.T.O.A.  may  call  mass  meeting  on decree. 

Aug.  16. — U.  S.  ultimatum  seen  as  killing 
chances  of  decree.  Houses  along  Broad- 

way enjoying  boom.  Monogram  plans  to 
move  home  office  to  Hollywood  in  Fall. 

Aug.  19. — Government  makes  new  peace 
overtures  to  "Big  5."  Bondy  grants 
$638,000  in  allowances  for  RKO'  services. Universal  asks  cut  in  proposed  profits 

tax. Aug.  20. — Peace  in  Government  suit  with three  companies  seen.  Films  are  called 
vital  to  growth  of  television. 

Aug.  21. — Toronto  exhibitors  protest  delay 
in  releases.  Weigh  compromise  with  "Big 
5"  on  consent  decree.  British  circuits  set 
higher  price  scale. 

Aug.  22. — "Big  5"  accord  is  seen  near  as 
formula  for  suit  peace  is  set.  "Fantasia" to  be  roadshown  in  12  cities,  beginning with  i\ew  York  in  November. 

Aug.  23. — U.  S.  and  "Big  5"  reach  agree- ment in  principle  on  decree.  David  Selz- 
nick forms  own  film  company,  dissolving Whitney  partnership. 

Aug.  26. — Nazis  order  Paramount  out  of 
Germany.  Drafting  of  arbitration  system 
under  decree  gets  under  way. 

Aug.  27. — Circuits  set  three-year  deals  with Universal  and  Columbia.  FCC  Chairman 
Fly  urges  adopting  studio  facilities  for 
television.  RKO  six-month  profit  is 
$220,819. 

Aug.  28. — Hearings  called  for  exhibitors  to 
present  views  on  decree.  American  com- 

panies may  be  forced  out  of  Japanese 
market.  Circuit  heads  to  capital  on  na- tional defense. 

Aug.  29. — London  discussions  open  on  new 
monetary  agreement  with  American  com- 

panies. Independents  will  demand  can- 
cellation in  decree  at  Washington  hearing. 

Aug.  30. — Attorney  General  Jackson  and Thurman  Arnold  approve  Government 
suit  consent  decree  in  principle.  Para- 

mount will  continue  policy  of  32-36  fea- 
tures through  1941 -'42. 

Sept.  3. — Exhibitors  open  fight  on  decree. Urge  court  scrutiny  of  radio  giveaway 
shows.  Directors  ask  George  Skouras  to 
stay  as  head. 

Sept.  4. — Exhibitors  tell  Arnold  they  don't want  decree.  English  film  houses  defy 
Nazi  raiders.  Times  lauds  Frank  Walker 
as  postmaster. 

Sept.  5. — Government  may  drop  block-of- five  provision.  CBS  demonstrates  color 
television  to  press.  Columbia  net  up  to 
$512,185  for  year.  Settle  Philadelphia- Warner  musician  strike. 

Sept.  6.— N.  Y.  Allied  to  seek  end  of  block  - of-five.  Universal  earnings  seen  at 
$2,025,000  for  year. Sept.  9. — Independent  exhibitors  intensify decree  fight.  U.  S.  guarding  against 
films  from  abroad.  Ralph  Beal  sees  tele- vision in  theatres  within  a  year. 

Sept.  10. — U.  S.  to  seek  legislation  making trade  shows  compulsory.  Delays  seen  for 
television  commercially.  Final  decree 
draft  preparation  begun.  Universal fourth  quarter  profit  $253,196. 

Sept.  11. — Acceptable  decree  is  hope  of  ex- hibitors. London  theatres  start  9  P.M. 
curfew.  Sunday  shows  win  favor  of 
Equity  council. 

Sept.  12. — Legal  draft  of  decree  expected  to 
be  ready.  Reallocations  fixed  for  U.  S. 
radio  stations.  Cohen  says  exhibitors 
have  right  to  intervene  in  trust  suit. 

Sept.  23. — Study  decree  possibilities  in  other trust  actions.  AFRA  accepts  mediation on  sustaining  show  pay. 
Sept.  16. — Nationwide  drive  for  higher  prices 
is  plan  of  circuits.  Arbitration  boards 
under  decree  will  be  permanant.  London 
production  program  continues. 

Sept.  17. — Decree  stands  without  basic 
changes.  SAG  seeks  television  jurisdic- 

tion. Screen,  radio  cooperate  in  U.  S. defense  program. 
Sept.  18. — U.  S.  probes  decree  "sabotage move."  Film  purchase  of  play  rights 
revived.  Good  play  shortage  seen  ham- 

pering stage  season. Sept.  19.— Jackson  gets  decree  draft  for 
approval.  Columbia  wins  vital  point  in 
Schine  action.  Total  gross  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  was  $4,000,000  for  season. 
Stockholders  vote  new  Cohn  contracts  at 
Columbia. 

Sept.  20. — Paramount  seeks  settlement  of 
Government  B.  &  K.  case.  Free  political 
time  row  harries  networks.  Nick,  Weston 
guilty  in  St.  Louis. 

Sept.  23.— U.  S.  will  revise  B.  &  K.  decree. 
Circuits  defer  decision  on  price  rises. 
British  trade  bears  up  but  50  houses  are 
closed.  Agreement  reached  on  purchase 
of  play  rights  by  film  companies. 

Sept.  24.— M.P.T.O.A.  plans  "finish  fight" on  block-of-five.  Revenues  of  705  radio 
stations  at  $89,990,646.  Tax  revenue  rises 
150  per  cent. 

Sept.  25. — Universal  in  new  deal  on  cur- rency. Defense  unit  ordered  for  radio. 
Advisory  plan  on  arbitration  is  abandoned. 

Sept.  26.— "Dictator"  terms  70-30  per  cent; 
expect  $10,000,000  gross.  British  trade  ad- justs itself  to  blitzkrieg. 

Sept.  27.— U.A.  and  Columbia  may  fight 
decree.  Myers  asked  to  call  Allied  meet- 

ing. Coast  independents  offer  program 
replacing  decree. 

Sept.  30. — Industry  needs  exhibitor  aid,  says 
Rodgers.  Ralph  Hanbury.  English  RKO 
head,  killed  by  bomb.  Myers  endorses 
U.  S.  decree.  U.A.  to  show  "Dictator" in  two  theatres  in  key  cities. 

October 

Oct.  1.— 92.4  per  cent  of  exhibitors  opposed 
to  block-of-five.  according  to  Motion- Picture  Daily  test  poll.  U.A.  to  launch "Dictator"  in  England  now. 

Oct.  2. — Decree  hearing  may  be  delayed. 
General  price  rise  opposed  by  Rodgers. 

Oct.  3. — Reach  final  agreement  on  decree form.  600  in  trade  honor  Quigley  at 
Ampa  lunch. Oct.  4. — Five  companies  are  authorized  to 
sign  decree.  Early  Sunday  openings  for London  asked.  A.F.L.  studio  drive  to 
organize  5,000  starts  in  two  weeks.  NBC 
leases  Washington  television  studios 

Oct.  7.— "Big  5"  chiefs  leave  for  Wash- ington meeting  on  decree.  Royal  in  new 
NBC  post  as  planning  head.  Schaefer 
denies  Willkie  short  release  is  withheld. 

Oct.  8.— Congressmen  get  pleas  on  decree. (.Continued  on  following  page) 



6 Motion  Picture  daily Monday,  December  30,  1940 

Year's  News  in  Review 

Academy  Branches 

Name  New  Directors 

Hollywood,  Dec.  29. — The  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 

Sciences  has  elected  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  four  of  its 
branches.  The  vote  for  members  rep- 

resenting the  Technicians  Branch  re- 
sulted in  a  tie,  necessitating  a  special 

election. 
The  Actors  Branch  named  :  Edward 

Arnold,  Rosalind  Russell  and  James 
Stewart ;  writers  elected :  Howard 
Estabrook,  Jane  Murfin  and  Robert 
Riskin ;  directors  named :  Frank  Cap- 
ra,  Frank  Lloyd  and  Sam  Wood,  and 
producers  elected:  Y.  Frank  Free- 

man, David  O.  Selznick  and  Walter 
Wanger. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  board 
has  been  set  for  Jan.  7,  when  the  new 
officers  will  be  named.  The  new  vote 
of  the  technicians  will  be  completed 
by  then.  The  Academy  members  also 
approved  minor  revisions  to  the  by- 

laws and  articles  of  incorporation. 

Harley  at  Lisbon 

Awaiting  Passage 
Francis  Harley,  managing  director 

for  20th  Century-Fox  in  England,  is 
at  Lisbon  awaiting  accommodations  by 
clipper  plane  or  boat  to  come  to  this 
country  for  home  office  conferences. 

It  is  understood  he  plans  to  conduct 
business  here  also  on  behalf  of  the 
British  Council  and  Anglo-United 
States  Ambulance  Association.  Word 
from  London  indicates  that  he  intends 
returning  to  his  post  there  in 
February. 

Sixth  Edition 

EVERY  THEATRE  NEEDS 

THE  BLUEBOOK! 

■  Be  prepared  for  that  unex- 

pected breakdown.  Richardson's 
Bluebook  is  now  supplemented  with 

detailed  trouble-shooting  charts. 

It  is  your  assurance  of  ready  reme- 
dies, quick  repairs  and  better  pro- 

jection. 

$7.25  POSTPAID 

QUIGLEY  BOOKSHOP 

ROCKEFELLER  CENTER,  NEW  YORK 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
Drama  guild  pact  draft  on  film  play  back- 

ing is  finished.    Arnold  sees  10-year  trial without  pact. 
Oct.  9. — Further  delay  seen  on  decree. Foreign  air  shows  to  be  probed  by  U.  S. 
20th  Century-Fox  set  on  schedule. 

Oct.  10. — U.A.  joins  opposition  to  consent decree.  AGVA  pact  provides  for  pay 
rises.  U.  S.  will  aid  British  films  if 
currency  is  adjusted.  Stations  ban  pub- 

licity on  Fascist  films. 
Oct.  11. — Kuykendall  to  protest  on  decree 
to  U.  S.  Adjustment  of  upstate  trade 
problems  set.  Hays  pledges  films'  full support  to  U.  S.  defense.  | 

Oct.  14. — Decree  peace  assured;  all  ob- 
stacles removed.  "Gone  With  the  Wind" grossed  $1,160,000  at  two  Broadway 

houses.  Paramount -Warner  deal  off  in Philadelphia. 
Oct.  15. — Broadway  has  best  weekend  of new  season.  Myers  asks  decree  views  of 

exhibitor  leaders.  See  settlement  of  Para- 
mount-Warner dispute. 

Oct.  16. — See  decree  ready  by  end  of  month. 
Kelly  heads  U.A.  domestic  distribution. 
Broadway  hails  "Dictator"  premiere. 

Oct.  17— See  $100,000  gross  for  "Dictator" at  Capitol.  Three  major  theatres  close  in London. 
Oct.  18. — Films  chief  entertainment  at  army 
posts.  Court  upholds  broadcasters'  rights 
to  ban  "Reds."  Rodgers  condemns  triple bills  at  Chicago  meeting. 

Oct.  21. — Only  Columbia  opposes  decree. 
Paramount  may  go  to  court  on  "Flames" ban.  Maurice  A.  Bergman  appointed  ad- 

vertising manager  for  20th-Fox. 
Oct.  22. — Lawyers  to  ask  decree  delay. 
"Dictator"  rules  Broadway  with  $119,000 take.  Kuykendall  attacks  Allied.  Schless 
named  Warner  foreign  manager. 

Oct.  23. — Seek  highest  type  citizen  as  arbi- trator. NBC  returns  television  to  air 
Oct.  25.  British  trade  halts  Army  plan 
on  films  for  troops. 

Oct.  24. — Allied  reverses  Myers  on  consent 
decree  stand.  Publicity  unit  closed  shop 
sought  here.  Hays  to  meet  Kennedy  on 
British  pact.  Rockefeller  lauds  films'  aid in  Pan-American  drive. 

Oct.  25. — Department  of  Justice  studying 
decree.  Broadcasting  by  candidates  hits 
grosses.  Universal,  Columbia  and  United 
Artists  ready  to  oppose  amended  com- plaint in  trust  suit. 

Oct.  28. — Decree  to  court  without  changes. Air  attacks  on  London  close  100  theatres. 
DuMont  starts  its  telecasts. 

Oct.  29. — Attorney  General  Jackson  ap- 
proves decree.  Decree  terms  to  dislocate 

sales  methods.  Metro  against  screen  use 
of  short  wave. 

Oct.  30. — Court  to  hear  decree  objections 
Nov.  14.  273  English  houses  shut  by  air 
raids.  Text  of  Government  statement  on 
decree  with  digest  of  decree  text. 

Oct.  31. — Paramount  partners  may  not  op- 
pose consent  decree.  Box-offices  feel 

effects  of  air  talks.  Local  trust  suits 
await  outcome  of  N.  Y.  suit. 

November 

Nov.  1.— Budget  $580,000  for  arbitration. Decree  will  drive  out  independents,  says 
Max  Cohen.  Frozen  cash  sought  for 
British  films.  Committees  named  for  co- 

ordination of  defense  work. 
Nov.  4.— Companies'  suit  cost  $2,500,000. Changes  made  in  decree  text  and  arbitra- 

tion. Equity  sets  Sunday  show  start. 
Paramount  nine-month  profit  at  $4,810,000. 

Nov.  6. — Election  sends  grosses  down.  Loew 
1939- '40  net  estimated  at  $8,850,000.  RKO 39-week  net  is  $317,186. 

Nov.  7— Final  arbitration  budget  $490,000. 
Sunday  shows  approved  by  44  Pennsyl- vania towns. 

Nov.  8. — Ticket  tax  rise  foreseen  as  U.  S. 
seeks  new  funds.  Strong  fight  by  ex- 

hibitors seen  on  decree.  David  Lipton 
named  Columbia  advertising  and  publicity head. 

Nov.  11. — All  existing  contracts  called  il- legal. Parties  spent  $1,781,174  for  radio 
time.  Fairbanks'  U.A.  stock  valued  at 
$500,000. Nov.  12. — Columbia  will  oppose  new  U.  S. 
complaint.  W.B. -Sparks  Florida  rift widens. 

Nov.  13— U.A.,  M.P.T.O.A.,  Paramount 
partners,  join  in  opposing  decree.  Drama 
Guild  approves  film  play  backing.  "Noble 
experiment,"  says  Disney  of  "Fantasia." Nov.  14. — Pact  opponents  represent  98  per 
cent  of  nation's  theatres.  Lack  of  studio space  brings  English  crisis.  Screen  Pub- 

licists Guild  claims  majority  in  all  major 
companies.  Wobber  sees  defense  spending 
as  box-office  aid. 

Nov.  15. — Court  decision  on  pact  expected 
Monday.     Church   report   warns  against 

indecent  films.  Map  film  markets  into 
31  districts  for  arbitration.  Local  critics 
praise  "Fantasia."  Final  arbitration  bud- 

get at  $465,000. 
Nov.  18. — Exhibitor  groups  foresee  "flood 
of  suits"  in  decree.  Ten  television  sta- tions get  FCC  authorization.  NBC  and 
CBS  briefs  attack  FCC  report  on  web 
control.  Edmund  C.  Grainger  heads  Shea circuit. 

Nov.  19. — Arbitration  cost  low  for  theatre. 
Price  cut  urged  to  aid  Sunday  plays. 

Nov.  20. — U.  S.  decree  will  bring  regional 
release  system.  Offer  to  buy  stock  of 
two  U.  A.  owners.  Break  between  actors 
and  musicians  seen  imminent.  Greenthal 
appointment  as  advertising  and  pubility 
head  at  U.  A.  confirmed. 

Nov.  22. — Goddard  signs  decree;  effective 
now  in  part.  Thanksgiving  box-office  up 
over  country.  Van  Vechten  Veeder  named 
chairman  of  national  appeal  board. 

Nov.  25. — Arbitration  set  to  start  at  once. 
See  new  sales  formula  necessary  tinder 
decree.  Warners  report  $2,747,472  net. 
Tax  total  trebles  in  four  months  of  low exemptions. 

Nov.  26.— Sunday  plays  fail  to  hurt  pictures. Opposition  to  decree  flares  on  two  fronts. 
Nov.  27.-50-50  terms  likely  for  "Gone  With 
the  Wind."  3,000  studio  workers  claim 
extra  salaries.  Neely  bill  hopes  fade, 

i  M.P.T.O.A.  hints  law  suits  better  than 
arbitration.  N.  Y.  censor  made  926  cuts 
in  1,762  films. 

Nov.  28. — U.  S.  dismisses  citations  on  Fox West  Coast  decree.  Motion  Picture 
D.a!iLY_  greets  radio's  20th  anniversary. Committee  to  guide  arbitration  system 
headed  by  Paul  Felix  Warburg. 

Nov.  29. — U.  S.  studies  decrees  for  local 
cases.  Television  network  seen  need  by 
NBC.  Northwest  Allied  in  drive  "to  im- 

prove attendance.  Pathe  Film  nine- month  net  $215,188. 

December 

$1400,000  Financing 
For  13  W.  B.  Houses 

York,  Pa.,  Dec.  29. — Refinancing  of 
13  Warner  theatres  and  other  proper- 

ties was  disclosed  when  a  mortgage 
for  $1,400,000  was  filed  with  the  Re- 

corder of  Deeds  for  York  County. 
The  mortgage  was  given  to  the 

Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society. 
Posted  as  collateral  were  the  Capitol, 
Rialto  and  Strand,  all  in  York,  the 
Lyon  in  Red  Lyon  and  nine  theatres 
elsewhere  in  the  state  . 
A  mortgage  for  $1,000,000  had  been 

held  against  the  theatres  by  Louis  J. 
Appel  as  individual  and  trustee  and 
executor  of  the  estate  of  Nathan 
Appel,  former  owner  of  York  houses. 
The  mortgage,  later  was  reduced  to 
$600,000,  but  increased  when  trans- 

ferred to  Equitable.  The  interest  rate, 
however,  was  reduced  from  6  per  cent 
on  the  previous  mortgage  to  \y2  per 
cent  on  the  new  lien. 

New  Haven  Theatres 

Set  New  Year  Shows 

New  Haven,  Dec.  29. — The  Loew- 
Poli,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Paramount, 
largest  of  the  downtown  houses,  will 
have  midnight  New  Year's  Eve  shows, 
with  the  Paramount  exclusively  offer- 

ing a  stage  presentation  in  the  down- 
town area.  The  Roger  Sherman  and 

Loew-Poli  will  have  a  50  to  75-cent 
admission  scale,  the  Roger  Sherman 

changing  at  6  o'clock  to  advanced 
prices,  and  the  Paramount  will  charge 

$1.10  all  seats. 

Dec.  2.— $12,800,000  seen  as  British  with- drawal. Masters  is  slated  as  U.  A.  West- 
ern head.  Universal's  net  estimated  at more  than  $2,000,000.  Mexico  to  aid  film industry. 

Dec.  3. — Master  urges  dismissals  in  B.  &  .K. 
decree.  O'Shea  named  new  M-G-M  di- vision head.  Patterson  to  be  on  A.A.A. 
board,  Hazen  on  budgets.  London  theatre 
business  25  per  cent  of  normal,  says  Rose. 

Dec.  4— U.  A.  aims  for  15  to  20  films  for 
1941-42.  Musical  films  escape  radio  ban 
on  Ascap.  Confirm  50  per  cent  terms  on 
"Wind."  U.  A.  to  ask  50  per  cent  on "Dictator." 

Dec.  5. — Columbia  ready  to  attack  decree. 
Government  is  asked  to  open  British  stu- 

dios. Columbia  quarter  profit  rises  to 
$153,878. Dec.  6. — U.  S.  decree  may  go  to  high  court. 
Holdover  on  Broadway  beat  cold  and 
snow._  Gotshal  and  Leidesdorf  will  aid  ar- bitration. 

Dec.  9. — 20th  Century-Fox  aims  to  avoid 
disputes.  Bombs  close  320  British  houses. 
Exhibitor  attack  on  decree  fades. 

Dec.  10. — See  no  product  shortage  under 
new  sales  system.  Broadway  houses  at 
near  capacity.  Warner  revenue  up  50 
per  cent,  meeting  told.  Ascap  ban  to 
high  court.    BMI  takes  20,000  titles. 

Dec.  11. — Decree  may  end  U.  S.  Ascap  ac- tion. U.  S.  court  will  approve  B.  &  K. 
peace.  See  broadcaster- Ascap  peace  talks as  futile. 

Dec.  12. — Budgets  set  for  regional  arbitra- 
tion. Ascap-BMT  fisht  intensified.  Loew's, RKO  sign  AGVA  pact. 

Dec.  13. — Theatres  warned  on  tax  evasions. 
Industry  vital.  Walker  tells  Variety  Club. 
Universal  to  buy  $1,000,000  of  its  preferred stock. 

Dec.  16. — "Big  Five"  may  add  20  salesmen. 
"Little  3"  plan  suit  attack.  Ascap  1940 
gross  is  record  $7,000,000. 

Dec._  17. — Affiliates  to  benefit  from  fran- chises. U.  S.  seeks  to  revise  Ascap  li- cense basis.  Petrillo  lifts  ban  on  Army 
bands.  Work  being  completed  on  18  ar- bitration field  units. 

Dec.  18. — BMI-Ascap  war  spreading.  No 
blanket  draft  exemptions  for  actors.  De- 

cree is  step  to  U.  S.  rule,  says  Kuyken- dall. 
Dec.  19. — Jan.  1  music  fight  showdown  ap- pears certain.  RKO  may  make  only  40 films  due  to  decree. 
Dec.  20.— U.  S.  to  dismiss  "Big  5"  in  Cres- cent case.  Jack  Benny  leads  radio  stars 

of  1940  in  MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY'S fifth  annual  poll.  Music  battle  centers  on 
stations  as  four  go  to  Ascap.  500  honor 
O'Shea  and  Bowen  at  testimonial  lun- 

cheon. U.  A.  sales  staff  re-aligned. 

Late  Shows  in  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Dec.  29. — New  Year's Eve  will  find  midnight  shows  in  all 
of  the  first  run  theatres  here.  Keith's Theatre  announces  it  will  remain  open 
all  night. 

Plan  Milwaukee  Bill 

To  Check  Coin  Films 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  29. — Alderman 
T.  E.  Wedemeyer  plans  to  introduce 
in  the  Common  Council  shortly  an 
ordinance  regulating  coin  machine 
films,  which  are  slated  to  make  their 
appearance  in  the  county  shortly  after 

Jan.  1. Vic  Manhardt  Co.,  Inc.,  here,  holds 
Wisconsin  distribution  rights  for  Mills 
Panoram  Soundies  and  expects  to 
place  about  125  of  the  machines  in  the 
county  during  the  coming  year.  Wede- 
meyer's  ordinance  would  license  dis- tributors of  the  machines  and  would 
be  designed  to  prevent  racketeering 
and  the  showing  of  questionable  pic- 

tures, it  was  said. 

Dec.  23. — American  companies  reach agreement  on  withdrawal  of  $12,900,000  from 
Great  Britain  during  12  months  ending 
Oct.  31,  1941.  Ascap  completes  plans  for 
"policing"  the  air  after  radio  contracts  ex- 

pire Dec.  31. 
Dec.  24. — American  Arbitration  Associa- 

tion prepares  schedule  of  maximum  fees 
for  arbitrators  to  keep  costs  to  exhibitors 
low.  CBS  plans  Latin  American  network. 
Walt  Disney  Prod,  reports  loss  of  $1,259,- 
798  for  year  ending  Sept.  28,  1940. 
Dec.  26. — Ascap  and  Government  plan anti-trust  actions  against  Broadcast  Music, 

Inc.,  and  major  networks.  M.P.T.O.A. 
urges  exhibitors  to  formulate  plans  for  me- diation of  trade  disputes  before  resorting 
to  arbitration. 

Dec.  27. — Mickey  Rooney  named  box-office 
champion  of  year  by  nation's  exhibitors  in Motion  Picture  Herald-Fame  poll.  Govern- ment announces  intention  of  filing  criminal 
anti-trust  action  against  B.  M.  I..  NBC, 
CBS  and  Ascap  in  Milwaukee  after  Jan.  1. 
Daniel  Frohman  dies. 
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Short  Subject 

Reviews 

"The  Great  Meddler" 
(M-G-M) 
Here  is  the  story  of  Henry  Bergh 

who,  in  the  middle  of  the  19th  century, 
started  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 

tion of  Cruelty  to  Animals  and  the 
subsequent  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children.  An  excellent 
subject  for  a  tieup  with  either  of  these 
two  organizations.  The  reel  tells  of 
Bergh's  early  struggles  for  recognition 
and  his  successful  battle  for  his  hu- 

manitarian principles.  Running  time, 
11  mins. 

"Sea  for  Yourself 
{M-G-M) 
A  Pete  Smith  "Specialty,"  this  pic- 

tures a  new  sport,  underwater  harpoon 
fishing.  With  a  small  oxygen  mask 
over  the  nose  and  eyes,  swimmer  goes 
below  the  surface  to  spear  his  fish 
rather  than  hook  them.  The  reel  ends 
with  a  dramatic  rescue  by  two  of  the 
swimmers  of  a  companion  trapped  in  a 
cave  beneath  the  water  by  a  giant 
fish.    Running  time,  10  mins. 

"You,  the  People" 
(M-G-M) 
How  election  machines  operate  to 

deprive  the  people  of  a  free  vote  is  de- 
scribed in  this  "Crime  Does  Not  Pay" 

subject.  A  typical  city  is  shown  with 
the  grafters  and  racketeers  in  control 
of  the  city  hall.  Methods  of  coercing 
campaign  contributions,  stuffing  bal- 

lot boxes  and  persuading  citizens  that 
voting  if  of  no  use  are  portrayed.  It 
should  hold  considerable  interest.  Run- 

ning time,  21  mins. 

"Mrs.  Ladybug" 
(I sing— M-G-M) 
A  clever  and  colorful  animation,  this 

cartoon  tells  of  the  adventure  of  a 
mama  ladybug  who  has  her  problems 
with  a  brood  that  is  numbered  in  the 
scores.  She  finally  advertises  for  a 
maid  and  a  wily  spider  disguises  him- 

self as  a  colored  mammy  and  almost 
succeeds  in  gobbling  up  the  whole 
family.   Running  time,  8  mins. 

'Grapes  of  Wrath' 

Voted  Best  Film 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

and  "Night  Train,"  English  film which  opened  Saturday  at  the  Globe. 
Behind  the  leader  in  the  best  direc- 

tion classification  came  Preston  Stur- 
ges  for  his  work  on  "The  Great  Mc- 
Ginty,"  Sam  Wood  for  "Our  Town" 
and  William  Wyler  for  "The  Letter." The  second  and  third  choices  for 
best  masculine  performances  were 
James  Stephenson,  for  his  work  in 
"The  Letter,"  and  Thomas  Mitchell 
for  his  performance  in  "The  Long 
Voyage  Home."  Martha  Scott  was  the second  choice  for  the  best  feminine 

performance  of  the  year,  for  "Our 
Town." 
"The  Fight  for  Life,"  produced  by the  U.  S.  Government  Film  Service, 

and  "London  Can  Take  It,"  short  sub- 
ject produced  by  the  Ministry  of  In- 

formation of  the  British  Government, 
tied  for  the  special  award. 

Feature  Reviews 

"Romance  of  the  Rio  Grande" 
(20th  Cent'ury-Fox) 
SOL  M.  WURTZEL  has  produced  a  lively,  action-full  screenplay 

with  Cesar  Romero  as  the  "Cisco  Kid"  and  Patricia  Morison  and 
Lynne  Roberts  as  the  two  beautiful  senoritas  on  a  rich  old  Spanish 
ranch  in  Arizona.  Based  on  the  novel,  "Conquistador,"  by  Katherine 
Fullerton  Gerould,  it  is  a  tale  of  mixed  identities,  intrigue,  hard  riding 
and  much  gun  play. 
When  Romero  finds  the  heir  apparent  to  the  ranch  dying  after  an 

attack  in  the  desert,  he  also  discovers  that  he  is  an  exact  double  for 
the  heir.  Deciding  to  have  some  adventure,  and  possibly  some  loot,  he 
goes  to  Pedro  de  Cordoba,  the  elderly  ranch  owner,  disguised  as 
de  Cordoba's  grandson. 

He  is  welcomed  there  by  all  except  Ricardo  Cortez  and  Miss  Morison, 
who  had  hoped  to  get  the  ranch  for  themselves.  He  discovers  that 
Cortez  is  robbing  the  ranch  and  finally  decides  to  help  the  ranch  owner, 
rather  than  rob  him.  Meanwhile,  Cortez  finds  the  real  heir  who  is 
being  nursed  back  to  health  by  a  friend  of  Romero,  and  the  real  trouble 
begins. Herbert  I.  Leeds  directed  while  Harold  Buchman  and  Samuel  G. 
Engel  prepared  the  screenplay. 

Running  time,  72  minutes.    "G."  *  Edward  Greif 

"Bowery  Boy 
(Republic) 

Y\  ENNIS  O'KEEFE,  Louise  Campbell,  Jimmy  Lydon,  Helen  Vinson and  Roger  Pryor  enhance  this  unpretentious  production  of  a 
story  about  the  tough  boy  in  a  poor  environment  whose  behavior  kinks 
eventually  are  ironed  out  with  a  little  kindness. 

The  settings  are  effective  and  tend  to  give  the  film  an  appearance  of 
authenticity  in  its  depiction  of  a  slum  district  in  New  York  City. 

O'Keefe  is  a  public  health  doctor  assigned  to  a  clinic  in  that  section; 
Miss  Campbell,  a  nurse  and  his  assistant;  Lydon,  a  young  tough  who 
finally  repents  for  past  misdeeds ;  Miss  Vinson,  the  rich  girl  who  has 
designs  on  O'Keefe,  and  Pryor  a  produce  racketeer  who  causes  an 
epidemic  with  tainted  food.    All  perform  well. 

The  film  is  of  the  type  which  is  most  adaptable  to  showing  in  neigh- 
borhood theatres. 

Running  time,  71  minutes.    "G."  * 

*  "G"  denotes  general  classification. 

Critics9  Quotes  .  .  . 
"COMRADE  X"  (M-G-M) 

Guaranteed  to  make  everyone,  with  the  exception  of  the  local  Communists 
and  their  friends  and  fellow  travelers,  laugh  until  their  sides  ache. — Kate 
Cameron,  New  York  Daily  News. 

The  Capitol  is  in  for  many  money-making  days  as  a  result  of  booking  this 
absolutely  mad  and  screwy  bit  of  fun. — Lee  Mortimer,  Neiv  York  Daily  Mirror. 

The  show  should  do  big  business,  but  my  verdict  is  that  it  is  a  scrambled 
and  generally  unsatisfactory  entertainment. — Hozvard  Barnes,  New  York  Her- ald Tribune. 

Lacks  an  even  comic  pace,  and  as  a  consequence  it  has  its  ups  and  downs. 
— Bosley  Crotvthcr,  New  York  Times. 

The  result,  while  entertaining  enough,  is  genuinely  funny  only  in  spots. — Newsweek. 

"LOVE  THY  NEIGHBOR"  (Paramount) 
Audiences  have  always  been  made  for  such  a  picture  .  .  .  should  make  first 

rate  entertainment  for  this  season. — Minneapolis  Tribune. 
Has  the  good  fortune  to  be  just  about  as  hectic  and  amusing  as  you  might 

expect  it  to  be  .  .  .  should  do  a  very  healthy  box-office  business. — Robert  E. 
Murphy,  Minneapolis  Star  Journal. 

As  entertainment,  it  is  a  shrewd  and  successful  job  aimed  at  the  great  audi- 
ence that  admires  either  Jack  Benny  or  Fred  Allen  or  both  and  has  some 

idea  what  their  microphonic  feud  is  about. — Nezvszveck. 
Friends  of  the  Benny-Allen  feud  will  undoubtedly  relish  the  opportunity  of 

watching  as  well  as  hearing  the  pair's  celebrated  ruction. — Time. 

"CHAD  HANNA"  (20th  Century-Fox) 
The  appeal  of  this  popular  Edmonds  novel  lay  in  its  realistic  characters, 

earthy  humor  and  honesty.  In  the  transfer  to  the  screen  these  vital  qualities 
have  been  preserved  but  the  picture,  like  the  original,  is  not  particularly  ex- 

citing.— Wanda  Hale,  New  York  Daily  News. 
If  the  plot  is  light  and  mediocre,  it  does  have  its  moments  and  its  laughs. 

The  sawdust  background  is  interesting  if  not  original. — Lee  Mortimer,  New 
York  Daily  Mirror. 

British  Money 

Distribution 

To  Arbitration 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
rather  than  the  annual  average  gross 
business  done  by  the  companies, 
should  be  the  basis  for  determining 
each  company's  share  of  the  $12,- 
900,000. Other  company  officials  said  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  method  of  dis- 

tribution in  effect  last  year,  which 
based  the  division  on  the  gross  busi- 

ness. However,  they  agreed  to  submit 
M-G-M's  contention  to  arbitration. 
Pending  a  decision,  the  companies 

will  make  November,  December,  Janu- 
ary and  February  withdrawals  on  the 

same  basis  as  last  year.  Should  the 

arbitration  decision  be  in  M-G-M's favor,  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  pro- 
posed method  would  be  retroactive  and 

the  withdrawals  up  to  the  time  of  the 
decision  would  be  adjusted  accord- 
ingly. 

Friday's  meeting,  at  which  Hays 
presided,  was  the  second  session  of 
the  regular  fourth  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  M.P.P.D.A.  board.  Those 
present  were :  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
Loew's ;  Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th  Cen- 

tury-Fox ;  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount ;  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO ; 

Maurice  Silverstone,  United  Artists ; 
Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Warners ;  Charles 
D.  Prutzman,  Universal ;  Abe  Schnei- 

der, Columbia,  and  Frederick  L.  Her- 
ron,  M.P.P.D.A. 

Masters  Is  Honored 

At  Toronto  Dinner 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

sentative  for  Samuel  Goldwyn ;  David 
Griesdorf,  Eastern  representative  for 
James  Roosevelt,  and  Seymour  Poe, 
assistant  to  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  United 
Artists  vice-president  in  charge  of 
domestic  distribution. 

J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  vice-president  of 
Famous  Players-Canadian,  was  chair- 

man and  toastmaster  of  the  dinner. 
Speakers  included  L.  M.  Devaney  of 
RKO,  on  behalf  of  Canadian  distribu- 

tors ;  N.  L.  Nathanson,  head  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian,  on  behalf  of 

the  industry  as  a  whole ;  Nat  Taylor, 
representing  independent  exhibitors, 
and  Edmond  Frankel,  on  behalf  of 
personal  friends  of  Masters.  A  gift 
of  silverware  was  presented  to  Mas- ters. 
The  committee  in  charge  of  the 

testimonial  included :  Oscar  Hanson, 
Louis  Rosenfeld,  Ben  Geldsaler  and 
Frankel.  Others  present  included : 
James  P.  O'Loughlin,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Distributors  Associa- 

tion ;  Clair  Hague,  president  of  the 
Canadian  Picture  Pioneers,  of  which 
Masters  is  a  director ;  M.  A.  Milli- 
gan,  Wolfe  Cohen,  and  A.  W.  Perry, 
representing  major  distributors;  Col- 

onel John  Cooper,  chairman  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Distributors ;  R.  W. 
Bolstad,  T.  J.  Bragg,  Jack  Arthur, 
Sam  Bloom,  Sam  Fine,  Sam  Stern- 

berg and  Raymond  Allen. 

Select  Closes  Deal 
Select  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  closed 

a  deal  with  Harry  Brown  of  Standard 
Film  Co.,  to  distribute  11  Select  films 
in  the  New  York  metropolitan  area. 
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Off  the  Antenna 

SINCE  few  of  the  new  FM  stations  are  ready  to  go  on  the  air  Jan.  1 
with  the  recently  authorized  higher  powered  transmitters  for  full  com- 

mercial operation,  the  FCC  has  granted  a  60-day  extension  for  experimental 
operation.  The  new  transmitters  were  authorized  only  two  months  ago 
and  few  will  be  ready  when  the  first  of  the  year  comes  around.  The  com- 

mission granted  the  extension  in  foreseeing  the  possibility  that  FM  stations 
might  have  to  go  off  the  air  entirely.  However,  it  was  made  clear  that  those 
experimental  stations  which  are  going  commercial  would  not  be  permitted  to 
start  sponsored  programs  with  their  present  limited  coverage  and  new  trans- 

mitters will  have  to  be  installed  before  any  revenue  can  be  derived. 
•  •  • 

Purely  Personal:  Jeanne  Campbell,  head  of  Mutual' s  music  copyright department,  is  ill  at  the  Boulevard  Hospital  and  is  not  expected  back  at 
her  desk  for  several  weeks.  .  .  .  S.  F.  Woodell,  advertising  manager  for 
Packard  Motors  Export  Corp.,  will  join  the  NBC  international  short  wave 
division's  sales  staff  Jan.  15.  .  .  .  Harold  Barlow,  conductor  of  the  Columbia 
Symphony  Orchestra,  has  been  named  conductor  of  the  Baltimore  Symphony 
Orchestra  for  the  second  year.  .  .  .  Kenny  Baker  and  Beatrice  Kay  will  be1 
guests  of  Raymond  Paige  on  "Musical  Americana"  over  NBC-Red  Thursday 
at  10  :30  P.M.  .  .  .  Raymond  Massey  will  be  heard  on  "We,  the  People''  over CBS  tomorrow  at  9  P.M. 

•  •  • 

"Your  Happy  Birthday,"  now  a  sustaining  show,  on  Friday  will  go 
commercial  with  Axton-Fisher  Tobacco  Co.  as  sponsor,  over  the  NBC- 
Blue.  Each  week  a  birth  date  and  a  Congressional  district  are  chosen, 
and  persons  residing  in  the  district  whose  birthdays  fall  on  the  selected 
date  receive  $1,000.    Jimmy  Dorsey's  band  will  be  featured. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  Xavier  Cugat  will  replace  Bob  Crosley  on  the  Camel 
show  Thursday,  Jan.  9  at  7:30  P.M.  over  NBC-Red.  Yvette  will  be  the 
vocalist  and  Bert  Parks  master  of  ceremonies.  .  .  .  Beginning  Friday,  Brown 
&  Williamson  will  sponsor  "Discoveries  of  1941"  on  NBC-Blue.  Bobby 
Byrnes  and  his  orchestra  will  provide  the  music,  Alan  Kent  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies,  and  each  week  some  new  performer  with  real  possibilities 
will  be  featured. •  •  • 

Bill  Neel,  night  editor  and  editor  of  the  daily  NBC  news  sheet,  was 
promoted  over  the  weekend  to  head  the  Washington  publicity  office  of  the 
network.  Bill  Norris,  trade  news  editor,  will  resume  his  post  as  night 
editor,  while  Charles  Pekor,  who  handles  commercial  programs,  will  take 
over  trade  news  in  addition  to  present  duties.  Irene  Kuhn  has  joined  the 

press  department  to  handle  special  features. 

U.  S.  Moves  to 

Widen  Probe 

In  Music  War 

{Continued  from  page  1) 
they  intended  to  question  leading  night 
club  owners  who  have  complained 
against  Ascap. 

This  was  said  to  be  an  upshot  of  the 
filing  of  numerous  cases  by  Ascap  in 
the  Federal  courts  to  collect  fees  from 
places  where  music  is  performed,  in- 

cluding theatres. 

BMI  Has  Bearing 

The  Government's  intention  to  seek 
indictments  in  Milwaukee  against 
Ascap,  BMI  and  the  two  major  net- 

works, as  disclosed  last  week  by 
Arnold,  was  described  by  capital 
spokesmen  as  advancing  plans  made 
some  time  ago  to  survey  the  entire 
music-radio  situation  shortly  after 
BMI  swung  into  operation. 
The  Department  of  Justice,  it  was 

said,  plans  to  investigate  the  situation 
late  in  January  or  early  in  February 
when  the  results  of  BMI's  activities 
will  be  more  apparent.  The  Depart- 

ment has  been  closely  following  all  de- 
velopments in  the  Ascap-broadcasters 

dispute. 
Representatives  of  BMI  have  made 

it  known  that  they  intend  to  confer 
with  Arnold  to  clarify  their  position 
and  purposes  to  the  Department  of 
Justice. 

Jury  Action  Soon 

Meanwhile,  the  Federal  District  At- 
torney in  Milwaukee  is  expected  to 

move  soon  after  Jan.  6  for  the  planned 
indictments,  with  the  impaneling  of  a 
grand  jury. 
The  threat  of  action  in  the  Wis- 

consin city  has  been  hanging  over 
Ascap's  head  for  some  time.  It  is  be- lieved to  have  been  one  of  the  factors 

inducing  the  "appeasement"  group  in 
the  society  to  attempt  negotiation  of  a 
consent  decree  to  end  the  six-year-old 
New  York  anti-trust  case.  Such  a  set- 

tlement would  have  forestalled  the 
criminal  prosecution  now  proposed. 

Stations  in  BMI 

Increase  to  621 

{Continued  -from  page  1) 
each  month.  About  50  BMI  tunes  have 
been  recorded. 

The  t"ro  most  popular  BMI  songs, 
"Practice  Makes  Perfect"  and  "There 
I  Go,"  have  sold  170,000  sheets  and 
17,000  orchestrations,  and  during  the 
past  week,  BMI  sheet  music  sales 
totaled  32,446,  it  was  said. 
The  Cole  and  United  Music  cata- 

logues will  provide  20,000  cowboy, 
hill-billy  and  folk  songs,  it  was 
claimed.  As  for  Latin  American  music, 
it  was  said  that  65,000  rhumbas,  con- 

gas and  tangoes  were  controlled  by 
BMI  affiliates,  and  that  these  com- 

prised more  than  95  per  cent  of  all 
such  music  and  some  90  per  cent  of 
all  records  of  this  type. 

It  was  said  that  4,000  records  and 
9,000  numbers  on  transcription  will 
be  available  to  broadcasters  after 
Jan.  1. 

'Fantasia'  to  Open 

On  Coast  Next  Month 

Hollywood,  Dec.  29.— Walt  Dis- 
ney's "Fantasia"  is  scheduled  to  open 

some  time  in  January  here.  A  decision 
will  be  made  this  week  on  the  theatre, 
to  be  either  the  Carthay  Circle  or  El 
Capitan.  The  latter  is  a  legitimate 
house.  Charles  Braden,  Disney  pub- 

licity man,  is  here  to  prepare  the  ad- vance campaign. 

Pair  in  New  RKO  Series 
Hollywood,  Dec.  29.— RKO  has  de- 

cided to  feature  Alan  Mowbray  and 
Donald  McBride  in  a  new  series  _  of 
four  films  dealing  with  stage  life. 

They  have  appeared  in  "Curtain  Call" and  are  now  working  in  "Show  Busi- 
ness." They  will  appear  in  the  same 

characters  throughout. 

Improve  Mexico  Station 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  29. — Radio  Sta- 

tion XEB  here,  of  10,000  watts  power, 
is  getting  new  equipment.  It  has  sent 
its  chief  engineer,  John  B.  Gross,  to 
New  York  to  make  the  purchases. 
The  station  is  owned  by  the  Buen 
Tono  Cigarette  Co. 

Vallee  Heads  Slot  Firm 
Hollywood,  Dec.  29. — Rudy  Vallee 

has  announced  his  association  as  presi- 
dent with  the  Vis-O-Graph  Corp.  of 

America,  new  slot  machine  film  com- 
pany. W.  H.  Kemble  is  vice-presi- dent. 

S peers  Appointed 

Joseph's  Assistant Hollywood,  Dec.  29. — John  Joseph, 
Universal  advertising  and  publicity  di- 

rector, has  appointed  Robert  Speers 
as  his  assistant,  effective  Jan.  13. 
Speers  was  for  two  years  with  the 
Paramount  publicity  department. 

Writ  on  Marlene  Dietrich 
Forrester-Parant  Productions  on 

Friday  filed  a  writ  of  attachment  in 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  on  $2,000  due 
Marlene  Dietrich  for  a  Sealtest  radio 
broadcast  on  Dec.  2.  The  action  is 
in  connection  with  a  $98,450  breach  of 
contract  suit  pending  against  the  ac- 

tress. The  attachment  is  directed  at 
Sealtest  and  McKee  &  Albright, 

agents. 

Authors  Sue  M-G-M A  suit  charging  that  their  play, 
"Jane  Brady,  Editor,"  was  plagiarized 
in  M-G-M's  "Murder  Man"  was  filed 
Friday  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by 
Stephen  Van  Gluck  and  Joseph  Eis- 
inger  against  M-G-M,  Edward  E. 
Cohen,  Guy  Bolton  and  Tim  Whelan. 

Robert  Kohn  Resigns 

Robert  Kohn,  former  general  man- 
ager of  the  55th  Street  Playhouse, 

Fifth  Avenue  Playhouse  and  Thalia 
theatres,  has  resigned  to  become  as- 

sociated with  the  publicity  firm  of 
Guild  and  Goodman. 

Mutual  1940  Gross 

Seen  at  $4,500,000 

With  50  stations  added  to  the  Mu- 
tual network  during  the  past  year,  it 

was  estimated  over  the  weekend  that 
total  gross  billings  would  reach  $4,- 
500,000  for  1940  as  compared  with  $3,- 
329,782  for  the  previous  year. 

Total  number  of  affiliates  is  now 
168  as  compared  with  118  on  Dec. 
31,  1939. A  total  of  1,848  special  events  was 
broadcast  during  the  year.  The  spe- 

cial features  division  presented  820 
programs  devoted  to  spot  news,  fea- 

tures, sports  broadcasts  and  talks,  con- 
suming 378  hours  and  35  minutes, 

while  1,028  programs,  consuming  206 
hours  and  57  minutes,  came  from 
abroad.  During  the  critical  days  from 
May  10  to  12,  21  of  the  60  broadcast 
hours  were  devoted  to  description  and 
discussion  of  the  invasion  of  the  low countries. 

FCC  Sets  Tentative 

Dates  on  Hearings 

Washington,  Dec.  29. — The  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  has 

asigned  tentative  dates  for  hearings 
after  the  first  of  the  year  on  a  number 
of  broadcasting  applications. 

It  announced  that  on  Jan.  27  it 
would  hear  the  application  of  Edward 
J.  Doyle  for  a  new  1,340-kilocycle, 
1,000-watt  station  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  the  request  of  Station  WSAY  of 
that  city  for  a  change  of  frequency 
from  1,210  to  1,340  kilocycles  and  in- 

crease of  power  from  250  to  1,000 
watts. 

On  Jan.  30  it  will  hear  the  con- 
testing applications  of  the  Paducah 

Broadcasting  Co.,  Inc.,  and  William 
D.  Hudson  and  Violet  Hutton  Hudson 
for  a  new  1,370-kilocycle,  250-watt 
station  in  Clarksville,  Tenn.  On  Feb. 
12  the  contesting  applications  of  Her- 

bert L.  Wilson  and  Community 
Broadcasting  Corp.  for  a  new  1,310- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station  in  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  will  be  heard,  and  on 
Feb.  14  the  application  of  Station 
WJDS,  Beckley,  W.  Va.,  for  change 
of  frequency  from  1,210  to  900  kilo- 

cycles and  increase  of  power  from  250 

to  1,000  watts. 

Legion  Approves 
Five  New  Pictures 

The  National  Legion  of  Decency 
for  the  current  week  has  approved 
all  of  the  five  new  pictures  reviewed, 
three  for  general  patronage  and  two 
for  adults.  The  new  films  and  their 
classification  follow : 

Class  A-l,  Unobjectionable  for  Gen- 
eral Patronage — "Code  of  the  Fear- 

less," "Lucky  Devils,"  "Two-Gun 
Troubador."  Class  A-2,  Unobjection- 

able for  Adults — "South  of  Suez," "Victory." 

Gloria  Jean  Is  Sued 

Gloria  Jean  Schoonover,  child  film 
actress  known  as  Gloria  Jean,  and  her 
parents,  Ferman  H.  and  Eleanor  E. 
Schoonover,  are  defendants  in  a  $525,- 
000  breach  of  contract  suit  filed  in 
N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  by  William 
Lustig.  He  claims  breach  of  a  10- 
year  management  contract  made  in 
1938  under  which  he  allegedly  was  en- 

titled to  10  per  cent  of  her  income. 
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Fight  to  Finish 

Due  as  Music 

Deadline  Nears 

Many  Infringement  Suits 

Are  Anticipated 

With  midnight  tonight  the  zero 

hour  on  Ascap  music  over  the  air, 

both  sides  appear  ready  for  a  finish 

fight.    Ascap   will   have  listening- 
posts  around  the  country  to  check 

on  infringements,  and  BMI  also 

plans  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  to  pre- vent infringement  of  its  music. 

It  is  generally  believed  that 
a  large  number  of  suits  will  be 
started  immediately  after  to- morrow    for  unauthorized 
broadcasts  of  music,  although 
the  networks  and  stations  have 
taken  elaborate  precautions  to 
prevent  such  claims. 

Agency  executives  expressed  con- 
fidence that  they  would  be  able  to  con- 

tinue their  programs  without  Ascap 
music.      Among   those  voicing  this 
view  were  Erwin,  Wasey  &  Co.,  J. 
Walter  Thompson,   N.  W.  Ayer  & 
Sons,  Inc.,  and  Lennon  &  Mitchell, Inc. 

One  amusing  aspect  in  the  situation 
was  that  BMI  claimed  to  have  the 
only  copyrighted  song  among  New 
Year's  Eve  favorites,  "There'll  Be  a 
Hot  Time  in  the  Old  Town  Tonight." 

(Continued  on  page  4) 

Myers  to  Address 

Pennsylvania  Allied 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  30. — Abram  F. 

Myers,  Allied  States  general  counsel, 
is  scheduled  to  address  the  annual 
meeting  here  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Allied  on  Jan.  14.  Plans  for  an  eve- 

ning banquet  to  follow  the  meeting- were  cancelled  when  many  members 
indicated  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  away  for  both  events.  Sidney 
E.  Samuelson,  business  manager  of 
the  local  Allied  unit,  heads  the  com- 

mittee preparing  for  the  meeting, 
marking  the  third  year  of  the  organ- 

ization here. 

Reviewed  Today 

"The  Invisible  Woman"  and 
"Keeping  Company"  are  re- viewed from  Hollywood  on 
Page  3.  . 

Mexican  Police  to 

Guard  'Dictator' 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  30.— 

Under  a  strong  police  guard, 
the  Palacio  Chino,  local  the- 

atre that  suffered  from  Nazi 
outbreaks  during  the  recent 
showing  of  "Pastor  Hall,"  is 
to  open  "The  Great  Dictator" on  Wednesday. 
The  Police  Department 

warned  that  it  will  not  toler- 
ate any  annoyance  by  Nazis 

in  local  theatres. 

Mexican  Film  Total 

For  1940  Hits  New 

Low  Record  of  22 

By  JAMES  LOCKHART 

Mexico  City,  Dec.  30. — Mexico 
rounded  out  1940  with  a  picture  pro- 

duction total  of  22,  the  lowest  num- 
ber of  films  to  be  made  in  any  year 

since  Mexican  producers  began  to 
make  talking  films  10  years  ago.  How- 

ever, the  1940  output  was  a  little 
higher  than  had  been  looked  for.  It 
had  been  estimated  that  this  year 
would  end  with  only  19  pictures  com- 

pleted. Three  films  were  rushed  to  comple- 
tion during  December,  thanks  to 

money  their  makers  were  able  to  ob- 
tain by  great  effort  during  the  first 

10  days  of  the  month. 
The  1941  prospects  for  production 

continue  cloudy  as  the  producers  are 
still  engaged  in  controversy  with  En- 

rique Solis,  secretary-general  of  the 
cinematographic  workers'  union. 

ATLAS  BUYS  PART 

OF  MEEHAN  STOCK 

$4,000,000  Deal  for  KAO  Holdings  Calls  for 

Outright  Purchase  of  Less  than  Half, 

With  Short  Option  Taken  on  Balance 

Part  of  the  M.  J.  Meehan  shares  of  Keith-Albee-Orpheum  preferred 
stock  was  sold  yesterday  to  Atlas  Corp.,  which  already  owns  a  sub- 

stantial portion  of  the  outstanding  stock  of  RKO,  parent  company  of 
KAO.  At  the  same  time,  Atlas  Corp.  obtained  a  short-term  option, 
believed  to  be  for  90  days,  on  the  remaining  Meehan  shares. 

The  entire  transaction,  when 

Scollard  Appointed 

Agnew's  Assistant C.  J.  (Pat)  Scollard  has  been 
named  executive  assistant  to  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales  at  Para- 

mount. Scollard 
has  been  with 
the  company 

the  past  two 

years,  perform- 
ing special  du- ties for  Barney 

Balaban,  presi- dent. Scollard, 
who  has  been 
sitting  in  on 

the  advertising- department  for 
the  past  few 

months,  will  as- sume his  new 

post  on  next 
Monday. 

Appointment  of  Scollard  is  looked 
(Continued  on  page  3) 

C.  J.  Scollard 

Brandt  Takes  'Box-Office 

Poison'  Tag  from  Hepburn 
Katharine  Hepburn,  who  receiv- 
ed "top  billing"  in  Harry  Brandt's 

"box-office  poison"  list  two  years 
ago,  was  restored  to  good  standing 

by  the  circuit  head  yesterday.  "I'll 
play  Hepburn  and  'The  Philadel- 

phia Story'  gladly,"  he  said. According  to  Howard  Dietz, 
M-G-M  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  Brandt's  change  of  heart 
may  be  attributed  directly  to  "the  re- 

ports on  the  pre-release  engagement 
of  the  new  Hepburn  picture  at  the 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  in  New  York 
where  110,168  paid  admissions  set  a 
new  all  time  attendance  record  top- (Continued  on  page  3) 

'Philadelphia'  Sets 

Strong  B'way  Pace 
Business  continued  strong  on  Broad- 

way over  the  weekend  despite  ad- 
verse weather.  Scoring  outstandingly 

are  "Philadelphia  Story"  at  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  and  "Love  Thy 
Neighbor"  at  the  Paramount.  "Santa 
Fe  Trail"  at  the  Strand  and  "Chad 
Hanna"  at  the  Roxy  are  also  going strong. 

A  $130,000  week  is  looked  for  at 
the  Music  Hall,  where  "Philadelphia (Continued  on  page  3) 

concluded,  will  cost  Atlas  about 
$4,000,000,  officials  said.  The 
portion  of  Meehan  shares 
which  Atlas  Corp.  purchased 
outright  is  less  than  half  of 
the  outstanding  shares  owned 
by  Meehan.  The  entire  Meehan 
holdings  prior  to  this  deal  are 
said  to  have  amounted  to  ap- 

proximately 30,000  shares  of 

preferred. 
The  stock  purchased  by  Atlas  Corp. 

is  subject  to  the  terms  of  a  voting 
trust  whereby  representatives  of 
Meehan  will  continue  to  exercise  vot- 

ing rights  for  an  extended  period  of 
time  (about  five  years)  if  the  option 
is  not  exercised.  The  voting  trust  is 
controlled  by  the  Meehan  interests. 
The  deal  was  closed  at  the  offices  of 
Atlas  Corp.  in  Jersey  City.  Repre- 

senting Meehan  was  Monroe  Gold- water  of  the  law  firm  of  Goldwater 
&  Flynn. 

By  this  transaction,  Atlas,  accord- ing to  officials,  has  strengthened  its 
own  interest  in  RKO,  particularly  in 
the  event  of  any  future  consolidation 
move.  A  recent  management  move 
for  such  a  consolidation  whereby  the 
First  National  Company  of  Boston 
was  prepared  to  underwrite  the (Continued  on  page  3) 

Zukor  Heads  Greek 

War  Relief  Division 
Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the 

Paramount  board,  has  accepted  the 
chairmanship  of  the  amusements 
division  of  the  Greek  War  Relief 
campaign.  John  Balaban,  B.&K.  ex- 

ecutive, will  direct  theatre  participa- 
tion in  the  drive  in  the  Chicago  area. 

No  Paper  Tomorrow 
Motion  Picture  Daily  will 

not  be  published  tomorrow, 

which  is  New  Year's  Day. 
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Will  Tear  Down 

Phila.  Landmark 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  30.— The 
Nixon-Grand  Opera  House,  a 
Philadelphia  theatrical  land- 

mark for  52  years,  is  being 
torn  down.  For  many  years 
after  its  opening  on  April  9, 
1888,  the  theatre  was  leased 
to  the  National  Opera  Com- 

pany. Later,  as  the  Grand 
Theatre,  it  became  a  vaude- 

ville house  and  in  recent 
years  has  been  used  for  mo- 

tion pictures. 

Personal  Mention 

To  Honor  Donaldson 

At  New  Haven  Dinner 

New  Haven,  Dec.  30. — Thomas  G. 
Donaldson,  promoted  to  manager  of 
the  Boston  M-G-M  exchange  from  the 
New  Haven  post,  will  be  tendered  a 
testimonial  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Taft 
here  Jan.  14. 

Co-chairmen  are  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew-Poli  division  manager,  and 
Barney  Pitkin,  RKO  exchange  man- 

ager, Charles  Lazarus  is  treasurer, 
and  Maurice  N.  Wolfe,  M-G-M  dis- 

trict manager  in  Boston,  will  be  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies. 

Handles  Curtis'  Duties 
K.  M.  Cunningham,  assistant  to  Ed- 

ward P.  Curtis,  sales  manager  of  the 
motion  picture  department  of  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  will  take  over  the  latter's 
duties  during  his  year's  service  as  a Major  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Air  Corps. 

SAM  DEMBOW,  Jr.,  Paramount theatre  executive,  who  was  hurt 
in  a  recent  automobile  accident,  is  now 
resting  comfortably  at  home.  He  is 
not  expected  to  return  to  the  office  for 
another  month. 

• 
A.  W.  Smith,  sales  executive  for 

RKO,  will  leave  Thursday  for  Chica- 
go. He  is  expected  to  return  on  Mon- day. 

• 

Dave  Lipton,  recently  appointed  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director  for 

Columbia,  is  due  here  from  the  Coast 
at  the  end  of  the  week  to  take  over  his 
new  post. • 

B.  B.  Kreisler,  Universal  short 
subjects  manager,  returned  yesterday 
from  a  tour  of  Midwest  branches. 

• 
Sam  Friedman,  manager  of  the 

Capitol,  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs. 
Friedman  celebrated  their  18th  wed- 

ding anniversary  last  week. • 
Jean  DuBarry,  manager  of  the 

Lincoln  in  New  Haven,  and  Mrs. 
DuBarry,  are  vacationing  here,  prior 
to  the  reopening  of  their  theatre  Jan. 
7. 

• 

Tim  O'Toole,  New  Haven  branch 
manager  for  Columbia,  is  visiting  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

• 
B.  S.  Moss,  Martin  Moskowitz, 

J.  J.  Milstein,  Arthur  Gottlieb, 
Hal  Horne,  and  Jack  Goetz  having 
lunch  at  Lindy's  (Slst  St.)  yester- day. 

D  AUL  LAZARUS,  Jr.,  of  Warners 
advertising  department  is  the 

father  of  a  seven  and  one-half  pound 
boy,  born  to  Mrs.  Lazarus  on  Friday 
at  Women's  Hospital.  This  is  their 
second  son.  He  will  be  named  John 
Tolins.  The  child's  grandfather  is 
Paul  Lazarus,  Sr.,  U.  A.  executive. 

• 
Hy  Gordon,  manager  of  the  Cameo, 

Rochester,  and  Mrs.  Gordon  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  born  last  week. 

• 
William  Morton,  publicist  at  the 

RKO  Albee,  Providence,  is  in  town. 
• 

J.  J.  Unger,  Morris  Kinzler,  Sid- ney Phillips,  John  W.  Hicks, 
Rudy  Montgelas,  Sam  Shain, 
Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Sam  Gold- 

stein, Max  A.  Cohen,  Leonard 
Goldenson,  Leon  Netter,  Russell 
Holman,  Milton  Kusell,  Monte 
Gowthorpe,  Bob  Weitman  and 
Owen  Davis  having  lunch  yesterday 
at  Nick's  Hunting  Room  in  the  Astor. • 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  Arthur  Loew, 
Austin  Keough,  John  D.  Hertz, 
Jr.,  John  Buchanan,  Nat  Karson, 
Louis  Pillips,  Arthur  Schwartz, 
William  Melniker,  Mort  Spring, 
Dave  Blum  and  Lee  Shubert  lunch- 

ing at  Sardi's  yesterday. 
• 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Marvin 
Schenck,  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Eugene 
Picker,  Maurice  Silverstone,  Harry 
Bernstein,  Arthur  Silverstone, 
Harry  Buckley  and  Harry  Gold  at 

Lindy's  (next  to  the  Rivoli)  yester- 
day for  lunch. 

• 
Jules  Levey,  Pat  Scollard,  Mau- 

rice Bergman,  Harry  Thomas  lunch- 
ing yesterday  at  the  Tavern. 

Blofson  Elected  by 

Philadelphia  Club 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  30. — Show- 

men's Club,  newest  of  the  social  and 
charitable  organizations  in  the  local 
film  industry,  elected  the  following 
officers  for  the  new  year:  A.  B.  Blof- 

son, star  ;  Charles  Goldfine,  stand-in  ; 
Meyer  Adelman,  yes  man;  Isadore 
Gewertz,  script  man ;  Wilson  Turner, 
financial  script  man ;  Sam  Rosen, 
banker  ;  David  W.  Yaffe,  counsellor  ; 
and  a  board  of  producers  including 
George  Sobel,  David  Starkman, 
Charles  Stiefel  and  Maurice  H.  Ver- bin. 

Masters  Arrives 

To  Take  U.  A.  Post 
Haskell  Masters,  newly  appointed 

Western  division  manager  for  United 
Artists,  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Toronto  to  take  over  his  new  post. 
He  will  maintain  headquarters  at  the 
home  office.  He  has  been  succeeded 
by  Sam  Glazer  as  Canadian  district manager. 

Kent  Arrives  on  Coast 
Hollywood,  Dec.  30. — S.  R.  Kent, 

20th  Century-Fox  president,  arrived 
today  from  New  York  and  went  to 
Palm  Springs,  where  he  will  remain 
until  Jan.  16,  when  he  will  attend  con- ferences at  the  studio  with  other 

executives  on  next  season's  produc- tion. 

No  Elephants 
Milwaukee,  Dec.  SO. 

JN  attempt  by  E.  ./.  Weis- ■fJ-  feldt,  operator  of  the 
Riverside  Theatre,  to  exploit 
Polack's  circus,  playing  the 
house,  by  parading  an  ele- 

phant up  and  down  the  side- walk in  front  of  the  theatre, 
was  squelched  when  police 
invoked  an  ordinance  which 
forbids  theatres  from  using 
acts  on  the  sidewalk  to  bally- 

hoo their  programs. 

Friends  Fill  Church 

At  Frohman  Service 

Throngs  of  friends  and  associates 
overflowed  the  Church  of  the  Trans- 

figuration (Little  Church  Around  the 
Corner)  yesterday  morning  as  services 
were  held  for  Daniel  Frohman,  dean 
of  the  American  theatre,  who  died  last 
Thursday  at  the  age  of  89. 

Stage  and  screen  notables  attended 
the  services,  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Randolph  Ray,  rector  of  the 
church.  Eulogies  were  offered  by 
Channing  Pollock,  the  playwright; 
Rabbi  Benjamin  A.  Tinrner,  chaplain 
of  the  Jewish  Theatrical  Guild ;  Gene 
Buck,  president  of  Ascap,  and  Walter 
Vincent  of  Wilmer  and  Vincent  The- 

atres and  vice-president  of  the  Actors 
Fund.  Gladys  Swarthout  sang  "The Lord's  Prayer."  Burial  was  private 
in  Union  Field  Cemetery,  Long 
Island. 

Among  those  at  the  funeral  were: 
Adolph  Zukor,  Katharine  Cornell, 
Fannie  riurst,  Major  Edward  Bowes, 
Sophie  Tucker,  A.  O.  Brown,  Shep- 

herd of  the  Lambs  Club  ;  Monty  Wool- 
ley,  Walter  Hampden,  Fred  Waring, 
Maude  Adams,  George  M.  Cohan, 
Molly  Picon,  Otis  Skinner,  Lyle  Tal- 

bot, Bill  Robinson,  Gabriel  Heatter 
and  many  others. 

Petters  Rites  Held; 

Pioneer  Exhibitor 

Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 
day at  the  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel 

for  Frank  Petters,  62,  pioneer  exhibi- 
tor, who  died  Friday.  His  widow  sur- 

vives. Petters  operated  the  Osceola 
Theatre,  Bronx,  for  30  years.  Years 
ago  he  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
New  York  Theatre  Owners  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 
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NICE  GESTURE 

Cesar  Romero,  as  the  Romeo  of  the  rackets, 
introduces  pretty  touch  in  gangland  by  enter- 

taining boys  he  is  supposed  to  have  rubbed  out. 

TALL,  DARK 

and  HANDSOME 

20th's  natural !  .  .  .  loaded  with  laughs !  thrills !  tunes ! 
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'Philadelphia'  Sets 

Strong  BVay  Pace 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Story"  and  a  special  Christmas  stage 
show   grossed  an   estimated  $72,000 
Thursday  through  Sunday.  Yester- 

day's gross  was  estimated  at  $14,000. 
"Love  Thy  Neighbor"  with  Tommy 

Dorsey's  band  on  the  stage  garnered 
about  $27,000  at  the  Paramount  Sat- 

|  urday  and  Sunday,  and  is  expected m  to  finish  its  second  week  tonight  with 
'/  an  estimated  $78,000. 
I      "Santa  Fe  Trail"  with  Abe  Lyman 

and  his  band  on  the  stage  grossed  an 
estimated  $22,000  Friday  through  Sun- 

|    day  of  its  second  week  at  the  Strand, 
I   and  yesterday's  gross  was  expected 

to  reach  $5,000.    "Chad  Hanna"  and 
a  stage  show  gave  the  Roxy  about 
$46,000  in  its  first  five  days,  with  about 
$7,000  yesterday. 

"Night  Train"  opened  strong  at  the 
Globe,  grossing  an  estimated  $3,K00 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  "Here  Comes 
the  Navy,"  which  preceded  it,  drew about  $5,000  for  the  week  At  the 
Rialto,  "San  Francisco  Docks"  will wind  up  the  week  tomorrow  with  an 
estimated  $7,000. 

N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Mor- 
ris Eder  yesterday  denied  a  temporary 

injunction  against  the  Universal  plan 
to  purchase  $1,000,000  of  its  first  pre- 

ferred stock.  The  writ  was  sought 
by  Samuel  I.  Posen,  Universal  direc- 

tor and  holder  of  100  shares  of  com- 
mon stock  and  50  of  first  preferred, 

who  also  has  filed  a  stockholder  action 
against  the  company.  The  court  de- 

clared that  although  Posen  was  en- 
titled to  a  trial  of  the  issues,  insuffi- 
cient evidence  had  been  presented  to 

warrant  a  temporary  injunction. 

Head  Phila.  Drive 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  30. — The  local 

film  industry  committee  for  the  Na- 
tional Infantile  Paralysis  Fund  Drive 

was  appointed  with  Frank  McNamee, 
former  RKO  exchange  manager,  as 
business  manager ;  James  P.  Clark, 
general  chairman ;  and  committee 
members  including  Earle  W.  Sweigert, 
Sam  Gross,  Charles  Zagrans,  Sam 
Stiefel  and  Oscar  Neufeld. 

2  Poster  Units  Open 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  30. — For  the 

first  time  since  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice took  over  National  Kline  Poster, 

two  new  independent  poster  exchanges 
have  opened  here,  the  Independent 
Poster  Exchange  and  the  Keystone 
Poster  Exchange,  the  latter  operated 
by  Jack  Weiss  and  John  Schaeffer. 

See  Mexican  Union 

Censor  Power  Cut 
Mexico  City,  Dec.  30. — At  long 

last,  the  Confederation  of  Mexican 
Workers  has  permitted  exhibition  of 
"Scipio  Africanus,"  the  Italian  film which  it  forebade  in  1938  because  it 
considered  the  picture  to  be  Fascist. 
Permission  for  the  showing  of  this 
film  indicates  that  the  Confederation 
will  not  exercise  as  much  control  in 
the  future  with  regard  to  what  films 
shall  or  shall  not  be  screened  in 
Mexico.  "Scipio"  is  scheduled  for  ex- hibition here  in  January. 
No  action  has  yet  been  taken  by  the 

Confederation  toward  permitting 
screenings  of  "He  Stayed  for  Break- 

fast" and  "Ninotchka,"  American 
films  which  it  forebade  because  they 
ridicule  Communism. 

27  Pictures  in 

Work;  Drop  of 

13  for  Week 

Hollywood,  Dec.  30. — Twenty-sev- 
en pictures,  a  decrease  of  13  over  last 

week's  total,  were  before  the  cameras 
this  week,  as  18,  a  record  number, 
finished  and  five  started.  Eighteen 
are  being  prepared,  and  70  are  being 
edited. 

The  tally  by  studio : 
Columbia 

Finished :  "The  Return  of  Boston 

Blackie." 

In  Work:  "Penny  Serenade,"  "The 
Lone  Wolf  Takes  a  Chance." 

Globe 

In  Work  :  "Pot  0'  Gold." Lesser-Lubitsch 
Finished :  "That  Uncertain  Feel- 

ing." 

M-G-M 

In  Work:  "Billy  the  Kid,"  "Rage 

in  Heaven." 
Started:  "Andy  Hardy's  Private 

Secretary,"  "The  Trial  of  Mary  Du- 
gan,"  "Free  and  Easy." Monogram 

Finished :  "Prairie  Schooldays." Producers  Releasing 

Finished:  "Secret  Evidence,"  "The 
Lone  Rider  Galloping  to  Glory." 

In  Work :  "It  Happened  to  Me." Paramount 

Finished:  "I  Wanted  Wings,"  "The 
Road  to  Zanzibar." In  Work :  "New  York  Town,"  "Las 
Vegas  Nights,"  "Pirates  on  Horse- 

back." 

Started :  "One  Night  in  Lisbon." 
RKO 

Finished :    "Scattergood  Baines." 
In  Work  :  "They  Met  in  Argentina," 

"The  Devil  and  Miss  Jones,"  "Show 

Business." 
Republic 

Finished:  "Arkansaw  Judge." 
In  Work :  "Petticoat  Politics." Roach 

Finished:  "Topper  Returns." 
In  Work :  "Broadway  Limited." 

20th  Century-Fox 

Finished:  "The  Road  to  Rio,"  "Un- 

censored." 
In  Work:  "Tobacco  Road,"  "The "Outlaw,"  "Dead  Men  Tell." 
Started:  "A  Very  Young  Lady." Universal 

Finished:  "Back  Street,"  "Six  Les- 
sons from  Madame  LaZonga." 

In  Work:  "Nice  Girl,"  "Buck  Pri- 

vates." 

Warners 

Finished :  "Her  Great  Lie,"  "Knock- 
out," "Stuff  of  Heroes,"  "Murder  on 

the  Second  Floor." In  Work:  "The  Sea  Wolf,"  "She 

Stayed  Kissed." 

Atlas  Buys  Meehan's Holdings  in  KAO 
(Continued  from  page  1) 

merger  was  rejected  by  the  RKO 
board. 

Meehan's  representatives  in  KAO 
include  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  vice- 
chairman,  and  Leon  Goldberg,  treas- 

urer. KAO  is  the  chief  theatre  sub- 
sidiary of  RKO  and  is  the  parent 

company  of  B.  F.  Keith  Corp. 

Denies  Writ  Against 

'U*  Securities  Plan 

Scollard  Appointed 

Agnew's  Assistant (Continued  from  page  1) 
upon  by  insiders  as  one  of  the  first 
moves  in  Paramount  to  meet  new  con- 

ditions which  are  expected  to  arise 
because  of  the  New  York  case  consent 
decree.  Scollard,  it  is  asserted,  will 
aid  Agnew,  whose  appointee  he  is,  to 
plan  the  new  changes  which  may  be 
decided  upon. 

Scollard  formerly  was  assistant  to 
Herbert  Bayard  Swope,  when  the 
latter  was  chairman  of  Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum  at  RKO  and  prior  to  that 
was  an  executive  with  the  old  FBO 
and  Pathe  companies. 

Brandt  Takes  'Poison* 
Label  from  Hepburn 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
ping  any  four-day  period  in  the  his- 

tory of  the  world's  largest  motion  pic- 
ture theatre." 

"When  I  published  my  list,"  said 
Brandt,  "I  sincerely  felt  that  Hepburn 
and  box-office  were  allergic.  But 
perhaps  some  astute  producer  like 
M-G-M  was  not  then  able  to  present 
her  in  the  type  of  vehicle  in  which 
her  full  talents  flowered  as  they  do 
in  'The  Philadelphia  Story.' " 

Miss  Hepburn  was  awarded  the 
New  York  Film  Critics'  award  for 
the  best  feminine  performance  of  1940. 

Hollywood  Reviews 

"The  Invisible  Woman** 
(  Universal) 

Hollywood,  Dec.  30. 

'  I  v  HIS  is  a  merry  melange  of  all  types  of  comedy  ranging  from 
slapstick  farce  through  the  list  to  comedy  of  sopfiisticaiton.  The 

story  deals  with  the  experiments  of  an  eccentric  inventor  who  devises 
a  formula  to  make  persons  invisible,  what  occurs  when  he  works  on 
a  pretty  model,  and  the  subsequent  happenings. 

Virginia  Bruce  as  the  model,  John  Barrymore  as  the  inventor  and 
John  Howard  as  his  once  wealthy  young  backer  are  the  principals  in 
the  cast,  with  Charlie  Ruggles,  Oscar  Homolka,  Edward  Brophy,  Don- 

ald MacBride,  Margaret  Hamilton,  Shemp  Howard,  Charles  Lane  and 
Eddie  Conrad  supplying  much  of  the  comedy. 

Associate  Producer  Burt  Kelly,  Director  A.  Edward  Sutherland  and 
the  writers  utilized  every  opportunity  available  for  laughs.  The  model 
upon  being  made  invisible  flees  the  laboratory  to  take  revenge  on  her 
Simon  Legree  employer;  gangsters  on  hearing  about  the  formula  steal 
the  machine  for  their  boss,  an  exile  in  Mexico  who  is  homesick  for 

his  adopted  city,  Chicago ;  the  model  can't  materialize  at  the  appointed 
time  because  of  drinking  too  much  brandy ;  and  at  the  end,  it  is  dis- 

covered that  the  invisibility  is  "hereditary."  Robert  Lees,  Fred  Rinaldo 
and  Gertrude  Purcell  adapted  the  original  story  by  Kurt  Siodmak  and 

Joe  May. 
The  picture  is  also  noteworthy  for  the  appearance,  or  non-appear- 

ance, for  the  first  time  on  the  screen  of  "invisible  nudity,"  the  model 
first  being  required  to  divest  her  clothes  behind  a  screen  before  the 
machine  begins  to  operate.  For  most  of  the  following  sequences  of 
invisibility,  she  is  presumed  not  to  be  dressed. 

Running  time,  70  minutes.  "G."*  Vance  King 

"Keeping  Company** (M-G-M) 
Hollywood,  Dec.  30. 

THE  trials  and  tribulations  stemming  from  the  adjustments  made 
by  two  young  newlyweds  form  the  subject  matter  of  this  domestic 

comedy,  first  of  a  contemplated  series  and  also  first  production  made 
by  Samuel  Marx  under  the  M-G-M  trademark. 

Marx,  former  M-G-M  and  Columbia  story  editor,  shows  familiarity 
with  material  designed  for  universal  appeal,  in  choice  of  a  story  con- 

taining the  same  ingredients  of  every  day  American  existence  as  are 
present  in  part  in  the  Andy  Hardy  series.  Here  Frank  Morgan  is 
seen  as  the  father,  Irene  Rich  as  the  mother  of  three  girls,  respectively 
portrayed  by  Ann  Rutherford,  the  eldest;  Gloria  De  Haven  and  the 
perky  Virginia  Weidler. 
The  eldest  daughter,  whose  husband  is  enacted  by  John  Shelton, 

has  her  share  of  emotional  ups  and  downs  as  she  goes  through  the 
usual  misunderstandings  with  her  young  bridegroom,  mainly  centered 
about  his  former  girl,  portrayed  by  Virginia  Grey.  The  screenplay  by 
Harry  Ruskin,  James  Hill  and  Adrian  Scott,  from  a  Herman  Mank- 
iewicz  original,  tempers  these  with  comedy  supplied  by  dialogue  and 

players. 
S.  Sylvan  Simon  directed,  with  the  picture's  cast  including  Gene 

Lockhart,  Dan  Dailey,  Jr.  and  Sara  Haden  in  addition  to  the  above. 

Running  time,  80  minutes.  "G"*  W.  S. 

*"G"  denotes  general  classification. 
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Fight  to  Finish 

Due  as  Music 

Deadline  Nears 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Other  songs,  it  was  said,  are  in  the 
public  domain. 
WHN  and  WNEW,  New  York  sta- 

tions which  have  signed  with  Ascap, 
will  keep  going  all  night  with  record- 

ings of  familiar  Ascap  music.  CBS 
and  NBC  will  not  risk  infringements 
with  pickups  of  bands  at  hotels  or 
night  clubs  and  will  have  staff  or- 

chestras playing  from  studios  instead. 
Mutual,  on  the  other  hand,  will  pick 
up  the  bands  in  the  usual  fashion. 
WLW,  Cincinnati,  yesterday  signed 

with  BMI,  thus  bringing  into  the  fold 
every  50,000-watt  station  in  the  coun- 

try. Fourteen  other  independents  also 
signed  yesterday,  making  the  total  of 
BMI  affiliates  635.  BMI  headquar- 

ters claimed  it  had  three-fourths  of 
all  independent  stations. 

The  renewal  of  the  Ascap  contract 
by  WMCA  was  expected  momentarily 
but  up  to  a  late  hour  last  night  no 
formal  announcement  of  signing  had 
been  made. 

Ask  FCC  to  Intervene 
Washington,  Dec.  30. — Some  5,000 

postcards  petitioning  the  FCC  to  in- 
tervene to  "end  the  stalemate"  be- 

tween the  broadcasters  and  Ascap 
were  submitted  to  the  commission  to- 

day by  a  New  York  committee  of 
which  Douglas  Moore  of  the  Columbia 
University  Music  Department  is  chair- 

man. The  cards  were  signed  by  mu- 
sicians, composers,  educators  and  lead- 

ers in  the  field  of  music  and  culture. 
The  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
FCC  legal  department  for  determina- 

tion as  to  whether  it  has  grounds  to 
act. 

Four  Hearings  Are 

Scheduled  by  FCC 
Washington,  Dec.  30. — The  Fed- 

eral Communications  Commission  has 
tentatively  scheduled  four  hearings  on 
broadcasting  applications  for  the  lat- 

ter part  of  February. 
It  announced  that  on  Feb.  17  it 

would  hear  the  contesting  applications 
of  Stephen  R.  Rintoul  for  a  new  1,370- 
kilocycle,  250-watt  station  at  Stam- 

ford, Conn.,  and  WGNY,  Newburgh, 
N.  Y.,  for  change  of  frequency  from 
1,220  to  1,370  kilocycles  ;  on  Feb.  19, 
the  application  of  Station  KFJI, 
Klamath  Falls,  Ore.,  for  change  of 
frequency  from  1,210  to  600  kilocycles 
and  increase  of  power  from  100  watts 
to  500  watts  night,  1,000  watts  day; 
on  Feb.  21,  the  application  of  Station 
WMBG,  Richmond,  for  increase  of 
night  power  from  1,000  to  5,000  watts, 
and  on  Feb.  24,  the  application  of 
Station  WTEL,  Philadelphia,  for 
change  of  frequency  from  1,310  to 
1,500  kilocycles  and  increase  of  power 
from  100  to  250  watts. 

S.  C.  Exhibitor  Dies 
York,  S.  C,  Dec.  30.— James  Q. 

Wray,  who  operated  a  film  theatre 
here  for  some  time,  died  recently  at 
the  age  of  73.  Death  was  attributed 
to  a  stroke. 

Acquires  French  Film 
E.  I.  Lopert  has  closed  a  deal  to 

distribute  "Pieges,"  French  film. 

Off  the  Antenna 

WQXR  gross  billings  have  passed  the  $100,000  mark  with  an  increase 
of  97  per  cent  in  1940  over  1939,  the  station  reported  yesterday.  The  new 
5,000-watt  transmitter,  installed  in  November,  has  doubled  the  fan  mail  count, 
it  was  said.  The  station  will  increase  its  Saturday  schedule  by  three  hours 
on  Jan.  4  when  the  previous  signoff  between  noon  and  3  P.M.  will  be  elimi- 

nated. At  the  same  time,  it  was  announced  that  Robert  M.  Scholle  has 
resigned  as  WQXR  sales  manager. 

•  •  • 

Program  News:  American  Tobacco  Co.  has  renewed  Kay  Kyser's  "College 
of  Musical  Knowledge"  over  113  NBC-Red  stations,  effective  tomorrow.  .  .  . Anacin  and  Bisodol  have  renewed  for  52  weeks,  effective  Jan.  28,  over  53 
NBC-Blue  stations  "Easy  Aces"  and  "Mr.  Keen,  Tracer  of  Lost  Parsons" 
on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.  .  .  .  Standard  Brands  has  renewed 
"I  Love  a  Mystery"  over  47  NBC -Blue  stations  effective  Jan.  6.  ...  El  Paso 
County  Board  of  Development  will  sponsor  a  description  of  the  El  Paso  Sun 
Carnival  Parade  over  10  Mutual  stations  tomorrow  at  12:30  P.M. 

•  •  • 
The  largest  listening  audience  ever  reported  heard  President  Roose- 

velt's radio  address  on  national  defense  Sunday  night  according  to  a  C.  E. 
Hopper  survey  made  for  CBS.  With  a  rating  of  59,  it  was  estimated  16,- 
500,000  families  or  about  50,000,000  persons  in  the  United  States  heard 
the  half-hour  talk.   It  was  short-waved  to  around  the  world. •  •  • 

With  the  Mummers'  Parade  broadcast  in  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday 
cancelled  by  WIP  because  of  the  Ascap  situation,  W3XE,  Philco's  television station,  will  provide  a  view  of  the  proceedings  together  with  a  synchronized 
pickup  of  the  band  music.  Philco  will  also  telecast  the  opening  of  the  "Ice 
Follies  of  1941"  Friday. •  •  • 

Mutual,  which  had  been  relying  on  WGN,  Chicago,  for  its  Associated 
Press  news,  yesterday  began  receiving  the  service  here  direct,  WOR 
having  recently  signed  an  AP  contract.  WGN  is  a  newspaper-owned 
station. 

Canada  BMI  Status 

Determined  Feb.  12 

Toronto,  Dec.  30. — At  its  post- 
poned meeting  in  February,  the  Copy- 

right Appeal  Board  of  the  Department 
of  Secretary  of  State  will  hand  down 
a  ruling  on  the  question  whether  or 
not  an  organization  with  a  company 
charter  may  submit  a  schedule  of  pro- 

posed license  fees  for  approval  in  or- der to  exercise  control  of  the  use  of 
its  musical  compositions  in  public  per- 

formances. The  meeting  is  now  sched- 
uled to  be  held  Feb.  12,  and,  before 

that  date  the  issue  in  the  United 
States  between  Ascap  and  Broadcast 
Music,  Inc.,  may  come  to  a  show- 
down. 

In  an  official  memorandum  of  the 
department  references  are  made  only 
to  the  Canadian  Performing  Right  So- 

ciety, Ltd.,  Toronto,  which  is  affiliated 
with  Ascap,  but  this  departmental 
document,  containing  a  statement  of 
the  jurisdiction  and  responsibilities  of 
the  board  by  its  chairman,  A.  K.  Mac- 
Lean,  was  issued  long  before  the  for- mation of  Broadcast  Music  of  Canada, Inc. 

Recognition  of  the  BMI  of  Canada 
hinges  upon  a  provision  of  the  Copy- 

right Act  of  1921  with  respect  to  the 
revision  of  royalty  fees  to  be  col- 

lected which  mentions  "any  such  so- ciety, association  or  company  which 
exercised  in  Canada  a  substantial  con- 

trol of  the  performing  rights  in 
dramatico-musical  or  musical  works 

in  which  copyright  subsists."  This point  may  have  considerable  bearing 
on  the  acceptance  by  the  board  of 
proposed  fees  by  the  BMI  for  Canadi- 

an performing  licenses  because  of  the 
apparent  requirement  of  "substantial 
control"  in  qualifications.  The  act 
also  provides  that  applications  are  to 
be  considered  for  fees  for  "the  ensu- 

ing calendar  year"  which  might  be 
regarded  as  for  1942  and  not  for 
1941,  which  would  cause  a  year's  de- 

lay for  BMI  in  Canada. 

Coin  Machines  Face 

St.  John  License  Tax 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  Dec.  30.— The 
City  Council  of  St.  John  is  preparing 
to  place  a  special  tax  or  license  on 
coin  operated  phonographs.  The  police 
have  been  assigned  to  check  up  on  the 
machines,  locations,  operators  and 
owners,  and  the  board  of  assessors 
have  completed  a  survey,  recommend- 

ing the  tax.  The  city  attorney  is 
mulling  over  the  legal  aspects  of  this 
report.  The  machines  have  increased 
in  number  here  about  400  per  cent  the 
past  year,  and  are  being  heavily 

played. 
Suit  on  Duvivier  Pact 
Los  Angeles,  Dec.  30. — Transcon- 

tinental Films  today  filed  suit  in  Su- 
perior Court  seeking  to  restrain  Julien 

Duvivier,  French  director,  from  work- 
ing for  Korda  Films  until  he  has  ful- 

filled an  alleged  agreement  with  the 
plaintiff  to  direct  two  films  for  $80,- 
000.  Korda  Films  is  made  a  de- fendant. 

Exchange  Union  Elects 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  30. — Film  Ex- 

change Employes'  Union,  Local  B-7, 
will  install  its  newly-elected  officers 
at  a  dinner  to  be  held  Jan.  10  at  the 
Broadwood  Hotel.  The  new  slate 
is  again  headed  by  William  Z.  Porter, 
Monogram  office  manager ;  and  James 
A.  Flynn,  business  manager. 

Union  Reelects  Hubbard 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  30.— C.  J.  Hub- 

bard has  been  reelected  president  of 
Local  219  of  the  operators'  union  for 
the  third  year.  All  other  officers  were 
reelected  except  Horace  Evans,  busi- 

ness representative,  who  retired  to  be 
succeeded  by  W.  J.  Yutzy. 

S  hour  as  Trial  to  Jan.  7 
Judge  William  Bondy  yesterday 

postponed  the  trial  of  George  P. 
Skouras  to  Jan.  7. 

Theatre 

Changes 

License  Minneapolis  Houses 
Minneapolis,  Dec.  30. — The  City 

Council  here  has  issued  licenses  to  the 
Gayety  Theatre,  former  burlesque 
house,  to  be  operated  by  Irving  Gill- 
man  under  a  double  feature,  subse- 

quent run  policy,  and  to  the  Minnesota^ 
theatre,  to  be  reopened  by  Middle 
States  Corp.  under  a  vaudeville-film 

policy. Bowles  Shifts  Managers 
San  Francisco,  Dec.  30. — Promo- tion of  Howard  J.  Moody,  treasurer 

of  the  Fox  Theatre  here,  to  manage 
the  new  Carlos  Theatre  in  suburban 
San  Carlos,  was  announced  by  A.  M. 
Bowles,  northern  California  manager 
of  Fox-West  Coast  Theatres.  Albert 
Mooney  becomes  the  new  treasurer  at 
the  Fox.  Bowles  also  named  Richard 
Warfield,  house  manager  at  the  War- 
field,  to  manager  of  the  New  Rialto 
Theatre  in  San  Francisco. 

Glazer  Leaves  Theatre  Post 
Toronto,  Dec.  30. — Albert  Glazer, 

is  relinquishing  his  position  as  man- 
ager of  the  Strand  Theatre  at  Tillson- 

burg,  Out.,  to  join  the  Royal  Canadian 
Air  Force  on  Jan.  6,  and  will  be  suc- 

ceeded in  that  position  by  Jack  Silver- 
thorne,  brother  of  O.  J.  Silverthorne, 
chairman  of  the  Ontario  Censor 
Board. 

Owen  to  Build  in  Missouri 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  30. — George  W. 

Owen,  who  has  been  in  exhibition  and 
vaudeville  for  33  years,  is  building  a 
new  theatre  at  Seymour,  Mo.  The 
new  house,  to  cost  about  $20,000,  and 
seating  around  400,  will  be  built  of 
native  stone,  and  will  be  modern 
throughout. 

Cassil  Acquires  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  30.  —  Frank 

Cassil,  who  operates  the  Rialto,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  has  acquired  the  Rivoli 
there  from  Mrs.  Anna  Trilinski,  who 
closed  the  theatre  last  week.  Cassil 
will  spend  $10,000  remodeling,  install- 

ing a  new  front  and  new  seats,  and 
will  rename  it  the  Uptown. 

Planning  Kansas  Theatre 
Kansas  City,  Dec.  30.— F.  L. 

Lowe,  Sterling,  Kan.,  who  operates  at 
Hoisington,  Lyons  and  Hays,  Kans., 
will  build  a  new  theatre  in  Lebanon, 
Mo.,  this  Winter.  The  house  will  seat 
about  500.  Lowe  will  make  his  home 
in  Lebanon. 

Plan  Nova  Scotia  House 

Truro,  N.  S.,  Dec.  30.— A  third 
picture  theatre  will  be  started  in  con- 

struction here  by  mid- January,  by  F. 
G.  Spencer  Co.,  already  operating  the 
Capitol  and  Strand  here. 

Named  Assistant  Manager 
York,  Pa.,  Dec.  30. — Jerome  Van 

Brackle  has  been  promoted  to  as- 
sistant manager  to  Harry  Olmstead 

at  the  Ritz  here. 

Woolfenden  Joins  Para. 
Hollywood,  Dec.  30. — John  Wool- 

fenden, who  left  the  M-G-M  pub- 
licity department  last  week,  will  join 

the  Paramount  publicity  department Monday. 
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