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FUNERAL SERMON.
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Job, i. chap. 20, 21, and 22d verfes.

Then Job arofe, and rent his mantle, andJJiaved his

heady andfell down upon the ground, and worJJiip-

ped. Andjaid, naked came I out of mymother*

s

zvomh, and nakedJJiall I return thither : The Lord

gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; hlejfed he

the name of the Lord. In all this Jobfinned not,

nor charged Godfoolflily.

THE'wifdom and goodnefs of God
are feen in the trials of his faints. Tribulation

hath often produced patience and the other gra-

ces which accompany falvation : and prefent af-

flidlions work out for the patient futFerers of

thern, a far more exceedino^ and eternal weight

of glory. God has fometimes put his faints to

trial, not only to exercife their graces and fit

them for his future kingdom ; but alfo to make
them illullrious examples of goodnefs to others.



The lives of the patrkrchs and prophets have

had a powerful influence upon faints and chrif-

tians, who have lived fince their day.

By faith and obedience Abraham was accept-

ed of God, and alfo ftyled the father of all the

faithful. The righteoufnefs of Noah, and the

meeknefs of Mofes, are recorded for the encour-

agement of ail, who would be meek and juft.

We behold in Job the moft unremitted patience

and profound fubmiflion to the will of God,

through a feries of the greateft affli6lions. The

hiftory of his life and fufferings will teach us,

in what that eminence of charadler confided,

which God gave to him in thefe words :
'' there

is none like him in the earth, a perfe6t and up-

right man." Children were multiplied and fub-

flance increafed to him fo, that he was the great-

eft of all the men of the eaft. But it pleafed the

Lord to put his fervant to trial. He brought

him down in the moft fudden and unexpeded

manner, from the height of profperity, to the

loweft depth of adverfity. To the fpoil of his

whole fubftance was added the lofs of all his

children, by a fingle ftroke. The events of this

fingular providence followed each other in the

clofeft fuccelhon. The news were hurried upon

Job. One fervant interrupted another, in recit-

ing thefe calamities. At laft, this meffage was
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abruptly and unexpeftedly delivered to him

:

*' Thy fons and thy daughters were eating and

drinking wine, in their eldejfl brother's houfe.

And, behold, there came a great wind from the

wildernefs, and fmote the four corners of the

houfe, and it fell upon the young men, and they

are dead ! and I only am efcaped to tell thee."

The ruin of Job was now completed. He was

without fubftance and childlefs. Yet amidfl all

this affli6lion and furprife he reproached not his

maker. But he refpeQfully arofe, and rent his

mantle, and Ihaved his head, and fell down up-

on the ground, and worfhipped, and faid, *' Na-

ked came I out of my mother's womb, and na-

ked fhall I return thither, the Lord gave and

the Lord hath taken away ; bleffed be the name

of the Lord. In all this Job fmned not, nor

charged God foolilhly."

Our method of difcourfing fhall be,

L To confider the patience and fubmiffion

of Job, as a pattern to affli6ted chriftians.

IL The reafons on which he grounded his

patience and fubmiffion.

in. Apply.

I. We fhall confider the patience and fub-

miffion of Job, as a pattern to affli6led chrift-

ians.

Not only the language, but the outward be-

haviour of this memorable Chaldean, in the
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inftance before us, was expreflivc of the inward

difpofition of his foul. His rending his mantle

(or upper garment) fhaving his head, and bow-

ing himfelf to the earth were fignificant of rev-

erence and fubmiffion ; and his words, in the

text, are expreffive of the calm and even flate of

his foul, and of its entire fubje6i:ion to the prov-

idence of God. How different was the frame

and temper of his mind, from that of his impi-

ous wife, who, at beholding his fufferings, ad-

vifed him to curfe God and die ! Yea, how op-

pofite to that fretful temper of the prophet, who,

at the withering of the gourd, which God in

mercy had provided for him, thought he did

well to be angry even unto death. Thofe af-

fli6lions produced not a murmur in him. He
was, for a feafon, dumb with filence. Like

Aaron the high priefl of the Jews, who, at fee-

ing his two eldeft fons inflantly confumed by
fire from heaven, he flood, and held his peace.

He quickly proceeded from this filence, to ex-

plicit adoration and praife. He fell down, and

worfliipped, andbleffed God.

The patience and refignation of Job, fo com-

mendable in themfelves, will appear to ftill

greater advantage, if we confider the extraordi-

nary circum fiances, under which he exerciled

them. It is highly commendable to aft foberly

and religioufly, in circumfbances of furprife

;



and when fuddenly overwhelmed with fome

great and unexpefted calamity. The paffions

are naturally hafty ; and, when fuddenly raifed

to an high pitch, are apt to overturn our reafon,

and hurry us to fomething rafh and imprudent.

They precipitate us into thoCe lollies and fins,

which, in our fober hours, call us to deep hu-

mility and repentance. Job is an exception

from thefe errors ; and an example of piety and

prudence to God's affli61;ed children. His temp-

tations were fudcLn. They followed clofely

one upon another, and left him no time for de-

liberation. Every new event added frefh an-

guifh to his heart. At hearing of the death of

all his children, and that they were buried in

one common ruin, the fcene mull have been

wrought exceedingly high. It would have

been a fort of pardonable error in Job, (and

might almoft have been looked for in an ordi-

nary faint) if when diftra6ted by temptations,

and ready to burft with grief, he had at firft

fpoken unadvifedly, and then correded and

humbled himfeif, as foon as refledion had taken

hold of him. Yet, in all this diflrefs, he fmned
not, nor charged God foolifhly. In his greatell

trial he feemed to be entirely himfeif; and dur-

ing the whole fcene thereof, his behaviour was

fuch, as could give him no remorfe upon a re-

B



view. The entire command he had over his

own fpirit, in this difficult hour, fhews, that his

piety and patience, fubmiffion and obedience

were habitual to him ; that he had acquired

them by the repeated exercifes of an holy heart

;

that by a previous conftancy in the duties of

religion, he became prepared for temptations,

and able to fland in the evil day. In this view

of his charader, how worthy of our imitation

does he appear ? Take, my brethren, this ferv-

ant of God for an example of patient fufFering.

Cultivate the fame principles and habits. In

the day of profperity arm yourfelves againft

evil ; and prepare for the moft fudden (hocks of

adverfity. Yield to the divine chaftifements,

which are tokens of God's love to his children

;

and are fent with a particular defign to make

you partakers of his holinefs ; that being foft-

ened and inflru6led by afflidtions, you may fay,

righteous is the hand that correfteth us ; bleffed

is the man, whom thou chafleneft, O Lord, and

teachefl him out of thy law. Neither tribula-

tion, nor diflrefs ; neither life, nor death, nor

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

things prefent, nor things to come, nor height,

nor depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able

to feparate us from the love of God, which is

in Chrift Jefus our Lord,

We proceed
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11. To confider the reafons, on which Job
grounded his patience and fubmiffion. It was

on the confideration, that all he had loft had

been bellowed on him by his creator. The

Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and

bleffed be the name of the Lord. As he had

fublime conceptions of the wifdom and power

of God in creation, he probably ftretched his

thoughts back to the time, when all fpace was

an empty void, unoccupied by any material

fubftance, or living thing ; and confidered that

God, by his lingle fiat, gave exiftence to all

worlds, and to every order of beings ; that his

own exiftence, in every view of it, was abfoiutely

dependent on God ; that he was caft forth nak-

ed into this world, without property or poiTeffion;

that the earth on which he ftood, and the air

he freely breathed were the Lord's ; that God

had given him all his fubftance and children,

and therefore, had an unqueftionable right to

take them to himfelf again ; that to poffefs and

enjoy them perpetually was contrary to the

conftitution of nature, and order of providence ;

that if thefe bleflings had ftill remained to him,

he muft foon be feparated from them by death

;

in which, he muft leave the world as naked, as

he found it. The fame reafons ought to en-

force patience and fubmiflion on tv^vy chriftian,
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who, like Job, is fmitten of God and afflided.

As our own being, fubftance and children are

bleffings from God, what is more proper, than

to commit them to his keeping ; and to refer

the time and manner of their diJGTolutionto him ?

God's time mud be the bed ; as all his ways are

guided b)^ unerring wifdom, and founded in

perfed righteoufnefs.

Indeed, he fometimes hides from us the wif-

dom and goodnefs of his providence, for the

prefent, for an additional trial of our faith and

patience ; and then he fupports thefe graces in

us, hy affuring us, that hereafter we Ihall fee the

wifdom and juilice of his dealings with men.

The ways which are ftraight and plain to an in-

finite mind, appear to us winding and intricate

;

and we are ready to fay, with unbelieving fretful

Ifrael, they are unequal. Becaufe we fee not

their connexion and dependance, and are unable

to purfue them through all the depths of futu-

rity, we are tempted to confider them as partial,

and unbecoming their benevolent author. We
are fometimes perplexed and even baffled in our

attempts to reconcile the ways of Providence,

with our eftablifhed conceptions of the divine

chara6ler.

Who can affign the true reafon, for that native

but great difparity, in beings fpecificalJy the

fame ? For ihofe advantages, which one poflcflcs



above another, both in perfonal and mental en-

dowments ? Who can fay, why one dies in in-

fancy, and another full of days ? Or why fome

of true excellence and worth, who promife a life

ofufcfulnefs (and whdfe longer continuance in

the world feemed particularly neceffary to their

relatives and friends) fhould neverthelefs, be

early given a prey into the cruel hand of death,

while the fimple and profane are permitted to

live on ftill, a trouble to themfelves, and a grief

to others ? Should we fay, that the rofe, which

opens in fairefl bloom, is ufually the firft that

is plucked off, yet the limilitude is not perfe6tly

apt, nor altogether fuitable to reprefent the di-

vine condu6l. For why might not the rofe

have been permitted to hang, until it fhould be

perfe6lly ripe ? Or fhould we fay, that in thefe

feemingly untimely deaths, God may take his

children from evils to come; that he might, fore-

fee, that future temptations would prevail over

them, and corrupt them from the fimplicity of

the chriflian faith and life. Still, could not that

grace, which firfl touched their hearts, and tranf-

formed them into the divine image, havepreferv-

ed them in it ? Could not he whofe eyes are con-
tinually upon the righteous, have opened a way
for their efcape from temptations ; or have fup-

ported them when tempted, and fo have brought
them to his heavenly kingdom, at a later period ?
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Having oppofed one conjeaure to another, we
Ihall feel conftrained, at laft to fay unto God,
'' Thy way is in the fea, and thy path in the great

waters, and thy footileps are not known. It i^

evenfo father, for fo itfeemeth good in thy fight."

It is raftinefs to cenfure the ways of providence,

becaufe they are incomprehenfible. It is im-
piety to repine at them, when they are affliaive.

We fhould be patient and fubmiffive while exer-

cifed by them, from a belief in God's intrinfic

unchangeable goodnefs ; from the inftances,

in which he hath manifefted this goodnefs to us

particularly, and from his promifes of it in fu-

ture. But thele confiderations will fall in more
to my prefent defign, in the application of this

difcourfe, to which I now haften.

My firft addrefs fliall be to the bereaved par-

ents, and their children.

Ye have no iv heard of the patience of Job, and

ye have feen the end of the Lord.

Perhaps, your own reflexions have almoft

prevented me, in obferving, that there is fome

refemblance between his alEi6lion and your's.

job's children were abfent from him, for inno-

cent recreation ; they were eating and drinking

wine, in their eldeft brother's houfe ; and fecure,

as they believed, from any impending danger,

when the wind came from the wildernefs, and

flew them.



The meffage to Job was, they arc dead. Have

not like fudden and unexpe6led tidings reached

your ears ? Was it not abruptly faid to you, of

your firft born fon, he is dead ? With what

temper and difpolition did you receive the woful

news ? Did you keep the government of your-

felves, and preferve your innocence, under the

firft fhock of this adverfity ? Can it be faid of

you, as of Job, that in all this you finned not,

nor charged God fooliftily ? SubmifFive, happy

fpirits ! Continue in your patience and refigna-

tion ; for when ye have been tried, ye Ihali re-

ceive the bright crown of immortal glory : and

then all your forrows fhall be turned into joy.

But chriftain patience and fubmiffion do not

forbid your giving a loofe, to the genuine emo-

tions of an affliQed heart. Jefus wept; and might

again weep, on this occafion, were he prefent in

his human nature. The fcene is touchingr and

cannot but excite the tendereft fympathy of

your fouls.

May I attempt the language of your hearts,

while furvcying the precious remains of the de-

ceafed youth ? Is this my fon who fo lately was

alive, and expreffed to me his afFeclion as a

child, in fo many agreeable and engaging ways ?

Have thofe fprightly eyes loft all their luftre ?

Have thofe ^6\ive limbs entirely ceafed to
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move ? Is that youthful tongue filenced by

death ? Have my hopes in thee perifhed ? Very

pleafant haft thou hetn unto me. Thy life was

dear to me, like my own ; and would to God I

had died for thee,O my fon, my fon. O that thou

mighteft have been fpared a little longer, to have

repeated thy piety to God, and thy duty to thy

parents : To repay, ftill further, thofe cares and

labours of nurfing thee in thine infancy, and of

inftru6ling and forming thy mind to virtue,

religion and happinefs. O that thou mighteft

have accompanied thy parents through this

troublefome world. Then thou fliouldeft have

taken from us many of the burdens of old age,

and rendered our latter days more comfortable

and happy. But alas, thou art fallen like un-

timely fruit, and art periftied. Thy dear remains

are foon to be removed from this holy place,*

to the land v^re darknefs and lilence reign.

Now a laft farewel ! Sleep, fweet child, till the

angel lliall awake thee, with the laft trumpet !

Reft, precious duft, till the power of God ftiall

quicken and reftore thee to immortality !

That you may patiently and dutifully refign

up this firft-born fon, confider the goodnefs of

* The corpfe was carried into the meeting-houfe, and

placed in the broad alley, during the afternoon fervice,

in which this dilcourfe was delivered.



God in beftowing him upon you, and in mak-

ing him a hopeful and defirable child. The
Ikilful hand of the Almighty formed his body ;

and bellowed the fpirit, which a6luated it. It

was his right to dellroy the clayilh tabernacle,

and to recal the fpirit to himfelf. '' The Lord

gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and blelTed

be the name of the Lord."

That death may alTume a milder afpeft, and

its power appear lefs fatal and terrible, confider

a moment, what it is ; that it is not the utter

extin6lion of our being ; but only changes the

mode and place of our exiftence. It is a temp-

orary feparation of foul and body ; which, like

two friends, that have lived long in a clofe and

intimate connexion together, part with reluc-

tance, though it is expelled they will meet, and

renew the relation again. In this view of things,

we fay of the deceafed, as our Saviour once faid

to thofe who v/ept for the ruler's daughter, he

is not dead but fleepeth. In the ilTue of death,

the duft returns to the earth as it was ; and the

fpirit returns unto God who gave it. The body

fleeps in the grave, and the foul reds with its

redeemer, until the rellitution of all things.

The pious dead are not finally peri (bed. The

eye of faith looks forward, and beholds them^

C
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in that bright retinue of faints and angels, who
fhall accompany the Judge of all, in his vifible

defcent, at the laft day. We would not have

you to be ignorant, concerning them who are

afleep, that ye furrow not, even as others, who
have no hope. For if we believe that Jefus di-

ed, and rofe again, even fo them alfo, who fleep

in Jefus, will God bring with him.

As a further motive to patience and religna-

tion in the prefent afflidion, confider the good-

nefs of God to you, in common with others, in

giving his fon to redeem you and yours from

fin and death. When contemplating this branch

of the divine benevolence, you will be ready to

fay, " God fpared not his only fon, but freely

gave him up for us all, and fhall I ever become

undutiful to him, or unmindful of this unfpeak-

able crift of his to a ruined helplefs world ? Shall

I murmur at refigning up one of my children,

when God calls for him ? Efpecially, if his fpirit

hath been redeemed by the precious blood of

the fon of God, and now reds in the Saviour's

arms, Amen. It is truly well with the child.

That death which is lofs, and affliQion to us, is

gain to him."

And have you not many fuch hopes concern-

ing the deceafed, confidering that his life was,

as far as could be expe6led of fuch a youth, a

life of prayer and cIiriRian obedience ?
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Perhaps, while we are weeping over his cold

remains, his fpirit rejoices in heaven ; it may

have juft entered on the fervices of that fabbath

of reft, which remains for the people of God.

His voice may now be attuned in full harmony

with the heavenly choir, whofe fong is, " Now
unto him, who hath redeemed us by his blood, be

bleffing and honour, glory and ilrength, for ever

and ever, Amen.

If this be the happy condition of the depart-

ed fpirit, and it could be permitted to addrefs

you from the upper world, in a few words,

would they not be thefe ? '• Affedionate parents,

weep not for me, but rather weep for yourfelves.

I have followed your pious inftru6lions ; I have

obeyed my redeemer, and am now receiving my
reward. I have fafely palled through the dark

valley of the fhadow of death, in which all the

living muft follow me. And I would fuffer that

death a thoufand times, for the joys to which

it hath tranfmitted me. My dwelling is now in

thofe manfions, which Chrift, our forerunner

into heaven, hath prepared, for all that love and

obey him. I am in that holy and happy foci-

ety, from which all forrow and (ighing have for-

ever fled. Dry up your tears, and turn your

attention to the furviving children, whofe feet

are ftill in flippery places, and who need the aid
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of pious inftruffion, and religious example.

Guide them in thofe fteps, that have been fafe

to me ; that where 1 am, there you and the chil-

dren may be alfo."

That you may make the moft profitable im-

provement ofthis bereaving providence, be ex-

cited hereby, to a dihgent preparation for your

own dilTolution. For this you live ; and to this

you are daily urged, by the mod awakening calls

of infpiration and providence. The luftre of

earthly things muft now fade in your eyes ; and

their vanities arife clearly to your view. Death

muft appear certain, and eternity all important.

God's voice to you now is, arife ye, and depart

;

for this is not your reft. At a feafon fo friendly

to piety and devotion, form your refolutions of

a future religious life ; and never ceafe to cul-

tivate thofe graces, which prepare the foul for

the prefence and enjoyment of its maker.

The members of a religious family muft feel

a peculiar fympathy and afFedion for each other;

they are deeply interefted in each other's falva-

tion ; having been lovely in each other's eyes,

while in life, they muft ftiudder at the thought

of being divided at death ; and that in the morn-

ing of the refurre6lion, fome of them ftiall awake

to everlafting life, and the reft to everlafting

fliame and contempt. If thefe are your fenti-
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ments and feelings ; if you all wiCb to obtain

the great falvation, abound ftill more and more

in labours of love for one another ; ye parents,

be vigilant of your children ; be inftant in prayer

for them ; inftrud their opening minds, and

guide their youthful feet in the ways of wifdom,

which are pleafant, and in the paths of religion,

which are full of peace and afTurance. Children,

obey your parents, who like the minifters of

Jefus, watch for your fouls ; by a conftant,

cheerful compliance with all their good pleafure,

you will not only comfort them in their prefent

affli6lion ; but you will alfo leflTen their anxieties

foryou, and raife in them hopes and expe61:ations,

that your future life will be ufeful, and your

end bJefTed. In the death of your brother, who

is perifhed like the morning flower, you are

taught your own frailty ; and are admoniflied

to live in a daily preparation, for the moft fud-

den and unexpe6led death ; to this end, remem-

ber your Creator while young ; avoid thofe fol-

lies and fins, which mark the charaders of

thoughtlefs youth. Sow thy feed in the morn-

ing, that it may be early ripe for the harveft.

Some of you are old enough to underfland the

nature and end of the holy fupper ; and to feel

your obligations to approach it. Obey Ghrill

in his word and ordinances ; that in the beauties
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of holinefs, from the womb of the morning, he

may have the dew of thy youth ; unite with

Chrift's church, in all the offices of his holy re-

ligion ; place yourfelves where the Saviour meets

his difciples, and commands his bieffing of life

for ever more,

I turn myfelf to the youth in this place. You

now behold one, on whom the power of death

is palTed ! What a change doth it make in man !

What an interefling event ! In it, this mortal

fcene is clofed, and the curtain drawn, which

unfolds eternity to man ! Where is now the

fpirit, which lately animated this lump of clay ?

Is it not gone to God who gave it ? Hath it not

entered into that refl, which is typified by the

chriflian fabbath, and which remains for all the

people of the Lord ? Ah, ye fabbath breakers,

who profane God's holy day, and pollute his

fan6luary ? Confider your ways ; turn from

them and be wife. Seek the Lord, while he may-

be found, call upon him while he is near. Ac-

cept the divine pardon, offered to you by the

Saviour's hand ; that you may be faved from

wraths ^nd find the loving kindnefs of the Lord.

I fhall clofe with a v/ord of addrefs to parents

and heads of families.

The providence we now commemorate, calls

your attention to your children and domeftics.

y
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It fhews you, that in every moment of their

lives, they ftand expofed to the ftroke of death

;

and that their preparation for this awful event

depends, in fome meafure, upon you. From

Job^ you learn the afFe^lion and duty of a par-

ent for his children. When his fons and daugh-

ters were abfent from him, and beyond the reach

of his warning voice, he bore- them on his heart

to the throne of grace ; he offered facrifice for

every one of them, faying, peradventure, they

have finned. Like him, fhould we daily com-

mit our children to the divine care ; befeeching

God to keep them from evil ; or to be nigh

them in the article of death, to receive them in-

to the arms of his everlafting mercy and love.

As religion brings down the divine blefhngs on

us and ours ; as it commends us all to God, let

us cultivate and improve it in our hearts, by all

the methods of his providence and grace.

And having clofed the folemnitics of religious

worfhip in this place ! and performed the lad

fcpulture, at the grave of the deceafed, may we

return to our families, and feverally renew our

refolutions and offices of religion, in the words

of pious Jolhua, that "as forme and my houfe,

we will ferve the Lord."

AMEN.
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