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HE war between Spain and Great Britain,

which started in 1739, was the fore-

runner of the French and English War,

in which the American colonies were

active from 1744 to 1748.

The following description of Rhode Island's part in

the struggle is taken from Arnold's History of the

State, and the Muster Rolls of three of the companies

enlisted are here first printed from the manuscript

copies in the archives of the State.

The year 1 744 saw the entire continent of Europe

in arms, and the American colonies were soon drawn

into the struggle. England declared war against France

in March. In May, the Rhode Island Assembly met,

and measures were adopted for strengthening the

defenses of the colony. The French colonies, earlier

informed of European hostilities, were first in the

field, and sent out privateers against the New England

coast. Commissioners from the English colonies met

at Albany, New York, in June, to determine upon

defensive measures. Rhode Island was invited by

Governor Shirley to take part in the deliberations, but

we find no record that the colony was represented.

The colony, however, was active in preparations both

for defense and offense. By February of 1745 three
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hundred men were enlisted in both sea and land forces

for the proposed expedition against Louisburg. In

March the Assembly voted to raise three companies,

to consist of three hundred and fifty men, to be re-

ceived in the pay of Massachusetts, and Rhode Island

paid a bounty of two pounds to each man enlisted.

These troops saw service in garrisoning Louisburg

after its surrender.

This capture of Louisburg gave impetus to the old

project of the conquest of Canada, and in May of 1746

England ordered the colonies to raise an army for the

proposed invasion. Rhode Island immediately raised

three more companies of one hundred men each. It

is the rolls of these companies that we print. These

troops were quartered on Goat Island by July, and

from that time until November 2, when they finally

sailed for Nova Scotia, they were in a state of uncer-

tainty as to their destination. At one time they were

on transports, waiting to be sent to Louisburg. Later

they expected to be taken to Albany to take part in

an attack on Crown Point. The news of the sailing

from Rochelle, France, of a great armada of sixty-six

sail, including twenty-five ships of war, and carrying

fifteen thousand men (and having Nova Scotia as its

probable point of attack) reached New England by
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the middle of September. Early in November the

Rhode Island contingent sailed for Annapolis Royal.

The number of desertions in the third roll is notice-

ably large. The fact that the pay of these men was

recorded just as it was for those who stayed with the

colors is evidence that the authorities knew of extenu-

ating circumstances, or in some way looked leniently

upon what is technically a serious fault.

Rhode Island furnished the famous war sloop

Tartar and many transports. Her merchants fitted

out numerous privateers and contributed largely in

money. England afterwards acknowledged these ser-

vices by a grant of money to the colony.

The incorporation of Rhode Island troops in both

Massachusetts and Connecticut regiments makes these

Rhode Island troops appear officially as a part of the

forces of the two other colonies, and hides from the

casual observer the important part which Rhode Island

really played.
E. A. B.

N. M. I.

C. E. C.
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Before the Honble William Greene Esq^ Governor^—
of the Colony of Rhode Island Cffc in New England— Personally appeared

—

Stephen Hopkins and made Oath that he received from yf proper Office

in said Colony Bills of Credit Equal in Value to One thousand three

—

hundred and fourteen pounds eighteen Shillings and eight pence Sterling

for the payment of y= Wages due agreeable to y^ within Muster Roll and

hath paid y* same to y° respective persons to whom y« same was due

as far as it hath been demanded

Step" Hopkins

Newport Rhode Island

June 17th 1749

lym Greene
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A MUSTER ROLL of the Company in his Majesty':

Reduction of Canada Commanded by Capt. William B

Lieu"

Serj"

Corp'"

MENS NAMES

William Rice Captain

1 Nathan Carpenter Cap

2 Thomas Straight

3 Robert Sterry

4 Stephen Colegrove Ensig

5 William Smith
]

6 Thomas Collins (

7 Benjamin Bennet (

8 Peleg Cook
J

9 Icabod Potter

ID Jeremiah Webb

1

1

Thomas Collins, jun

12 Jonathan Bennet 1

13 William Stafford Drummer

14 William Burridge

15 James Bradford

16 Nathaniel Colegrove

17 Peter CapwcU

18 Joseph Caesar

ig Simon Cuchup

20 Abraham Commet

21 Isaac Commel
22 TVvoma!i Davis

2j John Jo3'ce

24 Robert Godfrey

25 Edmond Jordan

26 Esek Johnson

27 Robert Lettson

28 Christopher Moore

29 Daniel Moore

JO Humphrey McClanning

31 Cyprian Sterry

32 William Johnson

33 Urial Stafford

34 Ebenezer Tyler

35 Hezekiah Whipple

36 Benjamin Blifs

37 Joshua Burlingame

38 William Collins

39 James Convis

40 John Dunkin

41 Josiah Foster

42 Joseph Gallop

43 Peter Howard

44 John Lovewde

45 Benjamin Matthcson

46 Philip Sweet

47 Samuel Spywood

48 Stephen Utter

49 Henry Straight

V> John Weatherhead

S' EpHraim Price

S>lohn Whipple

^1 DeUvttance Carpenter

^^^*>»«>
Carpenter

« 5o\\n

1746 June

1747 May

1746 June

Deaths Desertio

1746 Jan'y 22 —

— 19

Aug" 13

June 14

— '4

— 25







BeiOre the Honble William Greene Esq^ Governour

of ye Colony of Rhode Island &c in New England— Personally appeared

Robert Hafsard and made Oath that he received from ye proper

Office in said Colony Bills of Credit equal in Value to eight

hundred and four Pounds seven Shillings and four Pence Sterling

for ye Payment of the Wages due agreeable to the within Muster Roll

and hath paid the same to y*

respective Persons to whom the same was due as faras they have been demanded

Robert Hafsard

Newport Rhode Island

June 17th 1749

If/'m Greene
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A MUSTER ROLL of the Company in his Majestys' Service Raised in the Colony of Rhode Island for the

Reduction of Canada Commanded by Captain Edward Cole.

MENS NAMES

Edward Cole Cap'

Samuel Eldred i

Silas Helme I

Jeffry Champlin Ensign

Lieu"

1

Serj"

Corp'*

1746

June 2

John Martin

Thomas Bourns

Setli Crofsman

Samuel Freet

Henry Gardner

10 Joseph Sunderlin

George Cottercl

James Martin

William Martin Drum'

James Whitford

15 Wicked Will

Robert Town

John Ears

Edward Capren

Josiah Remmington

20 Andrew Jackson

William Barnet

]ohn Haslinf|;s

•l\«imas Punchartl

licnjam'm liasUngs

Edward Rogers

John Brooks

Richard Springer

Ichabod Enos

Thomas Potter

30 George Mew
Abraham Dungro

Johnson Wappy

Sanders Coon

Abraham Hunt

35 Isaac Pachman

Ephraim Greenman

Benjamin Cohies

James Cornish

John Coggeshall )

40 Cato Gardner )

John Quony \

Nathaniel Strum convicted of theft

Samuel Sambo

Bryant Pemberton

45 James Hawhngs

Jonas Ephraim

John Hitt

William Sunier

Joshua Cotterel

50 William Taylor

June 9

— 9

— 16

July 25

— 9

June 8

June 8

June

June II

June 12

and sold.

June 13

Dec' 7

Dec

Jan'.'

JanT 3

Nov
Oct'

Aug"

Dec 2

1747 Sept' 20

1747 June 30

Sept' 20

May 20

1746 July 9

1747 June JO

516

516

516

188

509

509

499

174

467

509

191

463

203

355

479

469

510

510

209

346

3"

510

509

3S6

509

508

50S

164

'43

50S

507

507

507

507

507

507

507

507

506

506

506

506

Cltfi — —

24 19

8 14

15 II

16 19

6 7

15 8

6 15

8 17

II 19

8 '3

1747 Apr'







Before the Honble William Greene Esq"; Governour

of the Colony of Rhode &c in New England Personally appeared

James Sheffield and George Wanton and made Oath that they

received from the proper Office in said Colony Bills of Credit Equal

in Value to Seven hundred and fifty nine Pounds nineteen Shillings

and eight Pence Sterling for y* Payment of y= Wages due

agreeable to the within Muster Roll and have paid the same to ye

respective Persons to whom ye same was due

Newport Rhode Island James Sheffield

June I7tji 1749 George Wanton

IV'" Greene
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A MUSTER ROLL of the Company in his Majesty's Service Raised in the Colony of Rhode

Island For the Reduction of Canada Commanded by Cap* Jofhua Sayer

officers
(

Searj".

MENS NAMES

Moshua Sayer Cap'

I

Nathan Carpenter i" Liu'

( Phillip Wilkinfon 2" Liu'

[ Samuel Nichols

/John Rofs

\ Shubal Haws

(Joseph Huxford

/
John Lee

!

Simon House

Joseph Rockwell

James Hambleton

Thomas Bennet

Drum'. John Smith

Sampson Seward

Jacob George

Ebenezer Horny

John Bowls

Briant Cane

Timothy Carr

ZachariaVi Davis

"William Slllman

JoV\T\ Wright

•RnXierV FWnn

Stephen Kandal

Benjamin Clark

Edward Poor

Benjamin Sanford

Henry O Neal

\ BenianVm Trim

Thomas Cannis

George Swan

Solomon Tonquot

Henry Bond

Moses Easton

James Dennis

Jeremiah Green

Archibald M'Daniel

Anthony Bryant

John Cook

Edward Hatfield

Joshua Coggeshall

Daniel Hinkly

John Paul

Thomas Cheny

John Chase

John Jackson

Benjamin Peters

1746
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