
IRLF

^o
c\j

o



7,

L

S

1-

W K

3 W .







NARRATIVE
OF

THE CONDITION
OF THE

MANUFACTURING POPULATION;
AND

THE PROCEEDINGS OF GOVERNMENT

WHICH LED TO THE

trials in cotlaiti>,

FOR ADMINISTERING UNLAWFUL OATHS, AND THE SUSPENSION OF THE
HABEAS CORPUS ACT, IN 1817, WITH A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF

THE SYSTEM OF ESPIONAGE ADOFfED AT THAT PERIOD,

JN GLASGOW AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD.

ALSO,

A SUMMARY
OF SIMILAR PROCEEDINGS, IN OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY^

TO THE

EXECUTION OF TH1STLEWOOD AND OTHERS,

FOR HIGH TREASON, IN 1820.

BY ALEX. B. RICHMOND.

" Who steals my purse, steals trash. 'Tis something nothing.
'Twas mine 'tis his and has been slave to thousands

;

But he that filches from me my good name,
Robs me of that which not enriches him,
AIM! makes me poor indeed." SHAKSPEARE.

" The worst ihinc I could wish to my worst enemy is, that his character
should become the subject of vindication "GODWIN.

SECOND EDITION.

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR JOHN MILLER,

NEW BRIDGE-STREET, BLACKFRIAKS;
W. R. M'PHUN, GLASGOW,

AND SOLD BT ALL THE OTHER BOOKSELLERS.

1825.



LONDON:
JAMES SWAN, PRINTER, 76, FLEET STREET.



PREFACE.

I SHALL offer no apology for submitting the following Nar-

rative of Facts to public inspection, being convinced I am

performing an important and imperative duty to society, as

well as to myself. In deference to the opinion of others, and

contrary to my own, I have delayed publication, I believe,

greatly to the prejudice of my own interest and character, and

it now remains to be seen who was in the right, or who had

most cause to be afraid of publicity. If the excitement has

gone past, the time is favourable for forming a more impartial

judgment, it being neither too proximate nor too remote from

the occurrences
;
and I trust it will be found I have neither

extenuated, nor set down ought in malice, to gratify either in-

dividual or party. Setting up no literary pretensions, I only

pledge myself to having steadily adhered to the truth, in a plain

unvarnished Statement of Facts, as far as they occurred within

my own knowledge. In doing so, I have not violated even an

implied promise with a single person ; and, as an evidence that

I have taken no undue advantage, the proof sheets were

offered to all the parties, materially interested, before they

were put to press. 1 consider I have brought forward all the

persons in a sufficiently prominent manner, to enable the Public

to come to a just decision ;
and if an attempt is made to inva-

lidate any of my statements, written documents, and still more

special references, are forthcoming, to confirm them, if called

for.

The march of improvement has hitherto been materially

impeded by government's endeavouring to throw an impene-
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trable veil of mystery over their proceedings ; although society

has no security against the recurrence of evil equal to a full

development of past errors. From the days of Beccario I

should think it difficult to find an enlightened individual, who

would not prefer the prevention to the punishment of crime ;

but it is a very nice point to distinguish and decide upon, how
far the means of prevention should be allowed to violate the

sanctuary of private life, or trench upon individual liberty.

Upon that point men's minds have been, and will be, various;

and as much has been said, written, and conjectured, on the

present subject, I am well aware conclusions will be drawn,

according as opinion coincides with, or dissents from, the

different views taken of that question. As I have no room

for remarks upon the general principle, from those who have

formerly known me 1 solicit a candid retrospect of their

former sentiments. Personal vindication is always a painful

and frequently an invidious task, and it ought to be remem-

bered, there is little merit in a sacrifice that is certain of com-

manding the general sympathy of society, compared to one

made at the hazard of encountering its strongest and deepest

rooted prejudices. I may have been guilty of errors in judg-

ment, but to no man, nor set of men, will I concede a more

ardent desire to do good, either in the acts and deeds 1 have

performed, or in now submitting the detail of them to the

world
; and, in the language of the late Mr. Curran, if I have

contributed to preserve the memory of other acts and actors,

that ought not to be buried in oblivion, my labour will not

have been without its use.



NARRATIVE,

SINCE the publication of Smith's Wealth of Na-
tions, many eminent writers have been engaged
in illustrating the principles of political economy
and pointing out the leading circumstances which

promote or retard the accumulation of national

wealth. The discoveries and improvements made

duringthe same period in the exact sciences,tending
to supersede and abridge human labour, have called

forth energies and produced results which have
astonished the present age, and set at nought the

calculations of the most acute and profound phi-

losophers and politicians of former times. In our
own country almost a total revolution has been
effected in the whole frame of society ; capital and
the means of producing all the luxuries of life

have been augmented, perhaps, in a tenfold ratio ;

yet it is questionable if, in the midst of all this

apparent improvement, the substantial comfort
and happiness of the great body of the people
have in any degree been promoted, and whether
the enlightened philanthropist will not consider

they have rather retrograded.
The theorists in political economy attach more

importance to the aggregate accumulation ofwealth
and power than to the manner of its diffusion, or

its effects on the interior of society. The manu-
facturer possessed of capital, and the inventor of
a new machine, study only how to turn them to

their own profit and advantage ; the statesman



considers every improvement important only as it

augments the national resources, relative to other

countries ; but, in all these calculations, the ef-

fect produced on the condition of the labourer

has been no more valued than a transfer of negroes
on the estate of a West India planter, or boors

on that of a Russian nobleman. Proceeding on this

principle, England, for several years presented, the

anomalous spectacle, of a country saturated with

wealth and abounding in every superfluity, with

the mass of her efficient labouring population, in

the midst of profound peace, unable, even by ex-

cessive exertion, to command the bare necessaries

of life.

It is not my intention to enter generally into

the causes which have produced this state of

things, or to show their effects on the country at

large ; but the positive sufferings and discontents

of the labouring classes, resulting from that sys-

tem, having rendered it imperative on me to pub-
lish the present narrative, it is necessary to take a re-

trospective view of its progress in our cotton manu-
factures, for the purpose of showing the actual

condition ofthe manufacturing districts in Scotland,
in 1816 and 1817; the means I had of acquiring a

knowledge of that condition, and to account for

the connexions I had formed in society, which
involved me, as a party, in the public measures of

that period.
For the last forty years, the ablest writers on

political science have been advocates for a general
freedom of trade, and have condemned the whole

system of bounties, prohibitory duties, monopolies
and restrictions of all kinds ; leaving every thing

open to fair competition. The greater part of

their reasoning, however, more immediately refers

to the external trade of one country compared
with that of another ; and few of them have beeji



aware of the effect produced by the application of'

the principle on the different classes of the same

community, or the positive injustice done, by its

operating in one case and not in another. It is

indeed a delicate point to interfere with, being the

keystone of the whole political machine ; for,

were the principle generally applied, it would

change the whole order of society and annihilate

all the incorporated and chartered rights of the

country. Thus we have a number of small com-
munities, enjoying particular privileges, forming
the component parts of a larger ; and the benefits
of this boasted freedom of trade are confined to

those who have no special privileges to defend, or
have not the means of doing so.

It is both a curious and important subject of

investigation, how far the different branches of
manufacture have been influenced by the facilities

and obstructions which have arisen out of this

state of society. I have met with no writer who
has given any good reason why the manufacture
of the exotic cotton has been carried to such an

unparalleled extent, in preference to articles of
native growth, or why we have not, long ago, been
able to supply half the globe with hats, &c. as well

as muslins. The inventions of Watt, Arkwright
and Crompton will not altogether account for this ;

for those and other discoveries would have per-

haps given equal facility to many other branches.
I shall therefore state what appears to me to have
had a very powerful influence in giving this as-

cendency, which will also account for the unpre-
cedented fluctuations and ultimate permanent de-

pression of the price of labour in the cotton manu-
facture.

The reign of Elizabeth may be said to have

given birth to manufactures in England ; also to

monopolies, special privileges and immunities,



many of which still continue to exercise a strong
influence on different branches of trade and manu-
facture, and perhaps none more so than the acts

passed to enforce apprenticeships. Since the re-

peal or dissuetude of these acts, the principle
which they established and the impulse which they
gave has been kept up by conventional agree-
ments, in various trades and professions, to seclude

all who have not served a certain period, or paid
certain premiums ; and these restrictions have the

same effect in preventing a trade from being over-

stocked with hands as positive law. It is also

an indisputable fact, where these regulations have
been strictly adopted, the price of labour has been

kept higher and subject to less fluctuation ; nor does
it appear to have diminished the relative profit of
the master ; although it has uniformly operated

against the extension of the trade*. No fault can

justly be found, however, with the mechanic, or

artisan, for adhering to such restrictions as are

calculated to promote the interest of his own par-
ticular branch. The time and money he has spent
in acquiring his skill are his capital, which he is

equally entitled to preserve and improve as the

members of the church or the law
;
and it is an

invasion of natural right to prevent him from do-

ing so, until all laws, conferring special privileges,
are abrogated.
The cotton manufacture was attempted, in

Scotland, previous to the Union, but was chiefly
confined to mixed goods, England herself not

being able, for long after, to meet the Indian com-
* An accurate history of the various trades and professions

would be a valuable acquisition, and is yet a desideratum in politi-

cal economy. We have abundance of theories and now want an

accumulation of facts
;

but it would require a person intimately

acquainted with the labouring classes and, at the same time, above

their prejudices, which has not yet been the case with any writer

on the cience.



petition in muslins. Little progress was, however,
made until about the end of the American revo-

lutionary war, from which period a number of

concurring circumstances have contributed to its

increase and extension, with a degree of rapidity

altogether unexampled in the history of society.
In 1787, the total estimated annual value of this

branch of manufacture was S90,000/.*; it is now
near 40 millions, a sum greater than the whole
trade and manufacture of the country at the first

period, and it is still rapidly increasing.
To enumerate all the circumstances that have

contributed to open a market for this widely-ex-
tended branch of manufacture, would be to give
a history of the last forty years, which is foreign
to my purpose, my chief aim being, to point out
such only as appear to me to have given facility
to its extension and the progressive change in the

condition of the people employed. Arkwright's
discovery was unquestionably the first great sti-

mulus given, and the commencement of the cotton

manufacture may be said to have been coeval

with that invention, any thing previously done

being comparatively trifling. In Scotland, nature

pointed out Glasgow and Paisley as the most

eligible places for its establishment. The local

advantages consisted in the cheapness of coal and
iron ; a numerous resident population, with the

price of labour comparatively low, and where emi-

grants could, with facility, be drawn from the

adjoining counties, the West Highlands and Ire-

land. The situation was also favourable for carrying
on an extensive foreign trade with America and
the West Indies. Similar local advantages esta-

blished it in Lancashire. This occurred at a time
when the spirit of improvement had been consi-

* Vide the Scots Magazine for 17R7.
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derably diffused among the agricultural classes,

and the adoption of the system of large farms left

the small farmer and cottager no alternative but
to take refuge in the towns, or in emigration*;

by which means the increasing demand for la-

bourers was easily supplied. But that which, above
all other causes, contributed to the extension of

this branch of manufacture, (though little noticed,)
was the almost unrestricted freedom of admission.

Paisley had, as early as from 1760 to 1770, carried

the manufacture of silk gauze and some other

fabrics, to such a degree of perfection as to rival

Spitalfields, and even the French, in their own
markets ; but, although there were upwards of

five thousand looms employed, they never estab-

lished any regular system of apprenticeships,
terms being altogether arbitrary. When that

branch was superseded by the cotton, the same

principle prevailed ; and, when the demand for

labourers increased, even adults were taught, for

a few pounds, without any apprenticeship, and
whole families were employed in the spinning

department, without giving any gratuity what-
ever for teaching. The money-price of manufac-

turing was considerably above that paid to agri-
cultural labourers ; and another great inducement
to engage in the weaving department arose

from the workmen being employed in their own
houses, altogether independent of the masters, as

to hours of labour ; it also afforded many facilities

to the workmen to become masters, with little or

no capital.
It might have been obvious, that this universal

freedom of admission, compared with other pro-

* This deprived the country of a race of men whose loss must
be deplored by every lover of simplicity of manners, and whose
moral worth will never be compensated by all the splendour and

richei of our manufacturing system.



fessions, would have a tendency to reduce the

price of labour, by producing a redundancy of

hands ; but, before it attracted the attention of

the operatives, whose interests were more deeply
concerned, the body was too unwieldy to be ma-

naged by conventional regulation. Indeed, the

first attempt made, was one of direct resistance to

the reduction of prices, and not the adoption of

measures calculated to keep them up by the more
indirect, but safer method, of regulating the pro-

portion of hands to the demand. This occurred,
in Scotland, as early as 1787, and was the first

rupture between the masters and workmen. The
fabrics, at that time introduced, were few in num-
ber and were respectively paid, by the masters, at

one uniform price ; but from the difficulty of

forming a proper estimate of a new branch of ma-

nufacture, they were all rated too high, and, in

that year, the masters combined to reduce them.

The new scale, proposed by them, was considered

too low, by the workmen, and a negotiation took

place, to adjust the difference, which ultimately
failed, and a counter combination was the conse-

quence. Meetings of the whole body of operatives
were held in Glasgow, and resolutions adopted to

expel those masters from the trade who had become
most obnoxious, for having taken a lead in the re-

duction, by not working for them at any price ;

also, to force their own body to comply with these

measures, and not to work for other masters under
a price fixed by themselves. The contest conti-

nued for some time, until a part of the workmen,
(unwilling or unable to remain unemployed,) taking
work at the masters' prices, were compelled, by
their brethren, to return it ; and, in many instances,
it was burnt and destroyed. They continued to

assemble, in large bodies, parading the streets,

and, on the magistrates attempting to apprehend



the ringleaders, they were resisted, the riot act

was read, the military called in to the assistance

ofthe civil power, and, the workmen not dispersing,
several were killed and others mortally wounded.
Prosecutions followed, which ultimately broke up
the combination, and the operatives were obliged
to submit to any terms the masters chose to im-

pose.
This era is chiefly remarkable for having put

an end to uniformity of price for the same fabrics,

and opened a field for individual speculation on
the price of labour, without example, in this or

any other country. A table of prices was drawn

up and published, in 1792, by some of the leading
houses in the trade, embracing all the fabrics then

introduced, but it never was uniformly acted on ;

deviations from it were progressively made, and
it soon became only a nominal standard of refer-

ence. The commencement of the French revolu-

tionary war, the following year, produced the first

great reaction and depression, and, for the first

time, exhibited, on a large scale, the vicissitudes

which a manufacturing population, whose products

depended upon foreign consumption, were expo-
sed to.

Up to about the year 1800, things went on in a

similar manner ; the trade was rapidly increasing,
and every fluctuation and depression only seemed
to give it renovated elasticity. Many new fabrics

were introduced, together with new combinations

of the old ; but it was still conducted on the same

principle. The money-pricehad been progressively
on the decline, but many improvements to expe-
dite labour had been made, and a new race had

sprung up, inured to sedentary employments and
more constant and severe application than their

fathers. The high price of provisions, from 1799
to 1801, had the same effect, in depriving the



workmen of comforts, as a reduction in the price
of labour, trade, at the same time, being consi-

derably depressed. The system of unequal pay-
ments had also become quite general, and various

other abuses had crept in, by litigating cases at

law, when differences occurred, or disputes arose,

between the masters and workmen. The attention

of the more reflecting part of the trade was
aroused : general measures were adopted, to correct

the growing evils, and both kingdoms ultimately

joined, in an application to parliament for relief.

Petitions were presented for a bill to regulate ap-

prenticeships,tofixaminimum on the price oflabour
and to settle all disputes, arising between masters

and workmen, by arbitration. The two first points
were, however, abandoned, and parliament, after

an investigation by a committee, granted the third,

by passing two bills, one for England and another

for Scotland, known by the name of the Arbitra-

tion Acts. The principle of those bills is nearly
the same ; they regulate the description and man-
ner of giving out work, and settle all disputes,

arising between parties, by summary process,
before the justices, who are empowered to appoint
arbitrators, from whose decision there is no ap-

peal*. Every thing else, however, remained as

before, and, notwithstanding the regular drain of

men, to supply the army and navy, the number of

hands were, upon the average of times, pressing

against the means of employment. Weaving by
machinery had also come into partial operation,
which had the same effect as an increase of hands,
and a regular and systematic speculation on the

price of labour followed, subjecting it, like the

public funds, to daily fluctuation.

* These bills, which were passed in 1803, are the only legisla-

tive measures ever adopted respecting th? cotlon trade. A simi-

lar bill was extended to Ireland in 1813.
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The ease with which credit was obtained, ena-

bled men to get into the trade with little or no

capital, who, in general, were foremost in the race

of reduction. Many of the older and more respect-
able houses, tinctured with the prejudices of the

olden time, lagged behind and were for taking
into consideration the comforts and condition of

the workmen, but they were soon compelled to over-

take their more enlightened and more energetic

competitors, or quit the business. The instability
and insecurity, resulting from this state of things,

produced universal dissatisfactionamong all classes

of the workmen. The price of stock in hand

being also affected by every fluctuation, many
(perhaps a majority) of the masters and wholesale

merchants were equally anxious that some regu-
lation should be adopted, which would enable them
to carry on their operations with a greater degree
of certainty as to ultimate profits, the price of

finished goods being comparatively little affected

by variations in the price of the raw material. The
trade were, however, too much divided in opinion
and interest to afford any prospect of an agree-
ment among themselves. It was therefore resolved

to apply directly to parliament, and petitions were

presented in the session of 1808-9, praying for a

bill to affix a minimum on the price of labour.

The principle of a minimum was not new, for,

independent of the general law, then existing, em-

powering justices of the peace to affix rates of

wages, it was specially recognized, in the case of

the silk trade of the metropolis, by a bill, re-

gulating both the price of labour and apprentice-

ships, which had been in operation from 1773*.
* This bill was repealed lastsession of parliament, in consequence

of the trade of the metropolis not being able to meet the competition
in the country, without materially lowering the price of labour.

The effect upon the condition of the people remains to be ssen, and

may be easily foretold.
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England and Scotland joined in the application,
and deputations were sent from both, composed of

persons, from all branches of the trade, to be ex-

amined by a committee of the House of Commons,
to whom the petitions were referred. Merchants,

commission-agents, manufacturers and operatives
were examined, and their evidence was decisive

as to the existence of the evil and the cause. It

was also decidedly favourable to the principle of

a minimum, under proper regulations, as the most

probable remedy for effecting a cure ; but the theo-

retical opinions, ofthe advantages tobe derivedfrom
unrestricted and universal freedom in trade, were

spread too widely and were too deeply rooted in

the minds of the members of the House, to induce

them to try the experiment ; for, without particu-

larly attending to the consistency of their legisla-

tion, they finally rejected the application. The
reason assigned for this was, that it would be ruin-

ous to the operatives, by restricting the trade and

thereby throwing them out of employment.
While the deputies remained in London, they

had frequent conferences with a number of the

members of both Houses of Parliament, many of

whom evinced great anxiety to ameliorate the

condition of the operatives. Among these the

late Mr. Whitbread and Mr. Curwen were con-

spicuous ; and in conversations which those gentle-
men held with the operative deputies, after their

application had proved abortive, they gave it as

their opinion, that, however desirable it might be
to have some regulation which would insure the

comfort and render the condition of the operatives
more stable, there was nohope of obtainingthose ad-

vantages by legislative enactment ; and that the

speculative opinions of the age were opposed
to any such interference. They therefore ad-

vised, that an effort should be made to adopt
and enforce some regulation which would pra-
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Tent the indiscriminate admission of hands into

the trade ; a remedy which, in time, might
regulate the number to suit the demand, and

operate as a check upon such ruinous fluctua-

tions. Mr. Whitbread, in particular, enforced

the adoption of such a measure and illustrated its

propriety by examples from his own experience,
where parties, engaged in the same branch of

business, fixed the rate of wages, as well as the

price of commodities by mutual agreement.
On their return home, the deputies dissemi-

nated those opinions, and, although it was an her-

culean task to reconcile so many contending in-

terests, and to get a body, now become so numer-

ous, to agree upon any given plan, it was de-

termined to make the attempt. Many ofthe mas-
ter manufacturers and capitalists, engaged in va-

rious branches of the trade, were friendly to the

measure, and gave it their support; but success

could only be commanded by the united exertion

and mutual co-operation of the whole body of ope-
ratives. England had priority in the esablishment,
and has always had the largest share of this manu-
facture ; but Scotland has long had the most inge-
nious part of the weaving department, and by far

the most valuable, in proportion to the number of
looms ; and the superior education and intelligence
of her workmen, resulting from her parochial insti-

tutions, gave them a proportionate ascendency, in

all joint measures, for their mutual benefit. In
this instance, Scotland took a decided lead, and

Glasgow, in place of Manchester, became the cen-

tre of active operations ; articles were drawn up,
not to allow any person to get into the trade without

serving a regular apprenticeship, which was
afterwards fixed at seven years ; also to restrict

the number to be taken byone person ; regulate the

transfer ofjourneymen and prevent frauds and em-
bezzlement. The whole, together with addresses to
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the trade, were published in the newspapers and

otherwise printed and circulated, and delegates
were sent to all the manufacturing towns and vil-

lages, to impress upon the minds of the people
the necessity and propriety of their adoption.
At this period I began to take an active inte-

rest in promoting these objects, and, although the

personal pronoun may be offensive to many, as it

is disagreeable to my own feelings, it is necessary,
for a right understanding of transactions, in which
I filled so prominent a part, that it should be used

without reserve ;
and that names, dates and cir-

cumstances should also be particularly conde-

scended upon. With a proportion of speculative
and experimental knowledge at least equal to my si-

tuation and a decided friend to popular rights, I

had (by residing some time in Ireland) witnessed

the condition and been enabled to form a judge-
ment of the degradation resulting from the mass of

a population being pressed down to the lowest

species of food
;
and conceiving that causes were

in active operation which would soon place our

manufacturing population in a similar condition,
I considered it my duty to lend my assistance to

preserve them from a fate which appeared to me
inevitable. T entered into the measures of the

period with avidity and enthusiasm, and with san-

guine hopes as to the practicability of the scheme;
but, with those who had entertained similar

opinions, found, in the sequel, that we had overra-

ted our powers. It was obious that the first thing
to be done was, to convince the body of operatives
that the preservation of their relative condition

depended upon their numbers being kept down to

the real demands of the trade. Next, when they

adopted regulations, calculated to effect that pur-

pose, that they should see them rigidly enforced ;

but, as they were scattered over a great many



14

towns and villages, it required a general system of
" surveillance" to prevent frauds and deceptions,
for which purpose affiliated societies were formed,
on the following principle : The large towns were
divided into districts, consisting of a certain num-
ber of looms

;
each village forming a distinct

district ;
these districts were again subdivided,

according to circumstances, and one or more per-
sons appointed to superintend theni ; the whole
of whom formed a local committee, with power to

call general meetings, when any exigency required.
Central committees (composed of delegates from a

number of districts) were formed, in Scotland, at

Glasgow, Paisley and Perth ; in England, at Man-
chester, Bolton, Preston, Carlisle, &c. and, in Ire-

land, at Belfast, between whom a constant and ac-

tive correspondence was kept up. In Glasgow a

weekly meeting was held, composed of delegates
from as many of the surrounding districts as could

conveniently attend, who had the power of settling
all disputes that arose in the districts, of propo-
sing amendments and alterations in the laws, and

calling general meetings of delegates from all the

districts in Scotland. The expence was borne by
an equal assessment, regular books were kept, and
the greatest anxiety was shown to conduct every

thing legally, the crown lawyers being furnished

with printed copies of the articles and regulations.
This association, which commenced in the year
1809, required great exertion to mature ; andthe or-

ganization was almost perfect at the close of 1812,
when it was finally broken up, by the interference

of government. I shall therefore go on to relate

its proceedings and the cause and manner of its

dissolution.

The operation of the Berlin and Milan Decrees

had, for a considerable time, almost annihilated

our direct trade with the Continent of Europe, and
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our Orders in Council (a retaliatory measure) had
recoiled upon ourselves, and placed us in nearly
a similar situation with the United States of Ame-
rica. Our foreign trade being thus greatly cur-

tailed and forced into indirect and circuitous

channels, during the year 1810, produced an un-

usual number ofbankruptcies, whichwere foliowed,
in 1811, with an unprecedented fall in the price of

manufacturing labour. The price ofprovisions was,
at the same time, very high, which greatly aggra-
vated the distress, and, it being found difficult to

carry the internalregulations into full effect, and the

advantages, to be derived from them, too remote
to meet the present exigency, it was resolved to

make another appeal to parliament for relief.

This application was made by Scotland alone, in

name of the manufacturing and trading interest,
as opposed to the agricultural. Communications
were opened with all the other trades and pro-
fessions, to ascertain their condition, and the pe-
tition was presented in name of the whole. The
ground of argument was, the laws restricting the

trade in corn, which, it was contended, had the

same effect in supporting its price (when there

was a deficiency of home produce) as affixing a
minimum on manufacturing labour, and equally
a violation of the principle of non-interference.

The petitioners prayed for relief generally, and

suggested a bill, similar to that regulating the
silk trade of the metropolis. Deputies were sent

up and examined, at considerable length, by a
committee of the House of Commons ; but, for

the same reason assigned in 1809, parliament
declared they would not interfere.

All hope of parliamentary interference was now
given up, and a general gloom pervaded the whole

operative part of the trade ; their condition ap-
peared almost hopeless, nor have they ever re-
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gained the relative situation they held previous to

1810. Improvements, in weaving by machinery,
were advancing with giant strides, and the po-

verty of the operatives has tended to perpetuate
and enhance the evil of their condition, by depri-

ving them of the means of putting their families

into any other profession. A gleam of hope sprung
up and illumined the horizon during the year 1812 ;

but it was the last ray of their expiring lamp, and,
whatever opinion may be formed of the principle

they contended for, by the political economist,
their last struggle, to save themselves from degra-
dation, was glorious : it reflected no discredit upon
those who conducted it, and drew down encomiums
from the very judges who, afterwards, condemned
them, as a matter of expedience.

After the failure of the application to parliament
in 1811, it was determined to try the question on
the existing law, which empowered magistrates to

affix rates of wages. These acts had been passed
in the Scots' parliament, and were confirmed by
several bills, passed after the Union ; the last in the

reign of George II. They had been acted upon
at no distant period, and a case occurred, at this

time, which produced a legal opinion, that put
their applicability beyond question. A cotton

spinner was tried and found guilty, at the Glas-

gow circuit, for combination and assault arising
out of a dispute about wages. The Lord Justice

Clerk, (Hope, now Lord President of the Court
of Session,) in passing sentence, charged it as an

aggravation of the crime, that there was no ne-

cessity for combining, there being a clear remedy
in law, by taking the case before the magistrates,
who were legally bound to affix a reasonable rate

of wages. It was therefore determined to try the

experiment, but, before hazarding the expence and

delay necessarily attending a litigation, as well as
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to endeavour to conciliate all parties, an attempt
was made to bring the trade to an agreement, by
an extrajudicial arrangement, which it w?s in-

tended should be afterwards sanctioned by the

magistrates. Here an incident occurred, which

worthy of notice, as illustrative of the little at-

tention too frequently paid to the complaints or'

the labouring classes, however well founded,
when made individually, and accounts for their

often having recourse to collective measures. In

January 1812, a deputation waited upon the Lord
Provost of Glasgow, requesting him to call a

meeting of the magistrates, to receive a petition
and memorial from the operative weavers, praying
them to exercise the powers, vested in them by
law, to affix a reasonable rate of wages in the

cotton manufacture. The Lord Provost scouted
the idea, and would not even listen to the request .

when the committee of management, for the ope-
ratives' interest, (aware that nothingbuttheweight
of numbers would force attention to their claims,)

passed a resolution, that their petition and a re-

monstrance should be presented, at the head of

the aggregate body, and gave notice to the magis-
trates accordingly. This produced the desired

effect. The magistrates, struck with a panic at

the threat of such an assemblage, immediately in-

timated, that they were ready to receive their

petition and memorial, if they would recall their

order and present it by a deputation. This pro-

prosition being acceded to, the petition was pre-

sented, addressed to the Lord Provost, Magistrates
and Sheriff of the County, and, after a long con-

ference, it was agreed, that the magistrates should

call a meeting of the trade ;
that two committees

should be appointed, consisting of eight, for the

interest of the master manufacturers and an equal
number for that of the operatives, to meet and
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discuss the merits of the question, in presence of

the magistrates of the city and county. I was

appointed one of the members of the committee
for the operative interest, which was the first

cause of bringing me in contact with a gentleman,
and led to a connexion which (whether intended

by him or not) has had a powerful and injurious
influence over my future destiny. Kirkman Fin-

lay, Esq. the gentleman alluded to, was a member
of the opposite committee ; in extensive business,

as a merchant and manufacturer; highly esteemed

for his extensive commercial knowledge; atthe time

president of the Chamber of Commerce of Glas-

gow, and had been a magistrate ofthe city. He was

perfectly conversant with all the writers on poli-
tical economy, and his opinionwas directly opposed
to restrictions on trade or on the price of labour,

under any modification ; for which reason he had
been appointed, as were most of the others on the

same side. From 1809, I had been active in pro-

moting the association formerly mentioned, the

organization of which had been now nearly com-

pleted, and had taken a lead in the application to

parliament, in 1811, which had given me a consi-

derable degree of popularity. The committee, of

which I was a member, consisted, with one or two

exceptions, of practical men, acquainted only with
the technicalities of their trade, and had no know-

ledge of the general theory upon which the argu-
ments of our opponents were chiefly founded.

The conference and debate took place in the

council chamber, in the presence of upwards of

twenty magistrates of the county and city. On
our part, the weight of the discussion, on the ab-

stract points, fell upon me, in reply to Mr. Finlay :

and, at the close of the debate, (after paying me
some marked compliments,) he requested me to

call upon him, privately, at his own house, for the
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purpose of discussing some arguments I had

brought forward, which he was not at the time

prepared to answer. He said he had formed
so favourable an opinion of me, that, if I would

point out any way in which he could be of service,
in promoting my views in life, I might fully com-
mand his interest, as he would feel great pleasure
in exerting it. I replied, that I felt obliged for

his good opinion, but as I appeared there as the

representative of a numerous and suffering body,
it was necessary for me to retain their confidence,
to enable me to perform my duty and fulfil the
trust they reposed in me ; and, as I could not do

so, were I known to have private conferences with
a gentleman of his influence, who had declared

himself so decidedly hostile to their claims, I must
decline meeting him any where but in public, until

I ceased to hold an official situation. Mr. Finlay
never appeared again in the committee, and I had
no farther intercourse with him until November.

Various other meetings were held, but, although
many of the masters were anxious to adopt some

regulation, we could come to no general agree-
ment, either as to principle or detail ; and the

magistrates of the city and sheriff of the county,

refusing to act, on the ground of not being com-

petent, the attempt was abandoned. The opinion
of counsel was then taken, who advised that an
action should be raised before the quarter sessions,
that a table of prices should be drawn up and
founded upon, and as many masters made parties
as would embrace a specimen of all the fabrics in

the trade. Forty of the leading manufacturing
houses, in Glasgow, were cited, as parties, by up-
wards of fifteen hundred workmen, to decide the

question for Scotland ; and, that no inconvenience

might result from the partial operation of a deci-

sion, another action was raised, at Carlisle, to try
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the case in the English courts. The other coun-

ties were also in readiness to proceed, if neces-

sary, hut the whole energies were, directed to

the action at Glasgow, on the issue of which
all the rest depended. I was one of a commit-

tee, of five, who conducted the process. The

petition was presented to the justices early in

March, and answers were ordered to be lodged
within a few days. The defenders in the action

were not agreed among themselves, but a part
of them made appearance, and written pleadings
followed, at considerable length. They dispu-
ted the competency of the court ; the relevancy
and expediency of the action, and, early in

May, counsel were heard, viva voce, on the points
at issue, before a numerous bench of magistrates.
Mr. Jeffery*, who was employed for the prosecu-
tion, to obviate all objections which might be urged
on the merits of the case, withdrew, in hoc statue,

the imperative part of the prayer, when the court

repelled the objection against its own competency,
found the action relevant and ordered the defend-

ers to state, specifically, in a minute, their objections
to the table of rates founded upon. Against this

sentence the masters appealed to the Supreme
Court, by bill ofadvocation, where we were obliged
to follow them, to obtain a decision upon the

points of lawf; and about the same time the ma-
* As this gentleman's name will frequently he mentioned in the

subsequent part of this narrative, it is proper for me to state, that

it was at this time and after giving him a detailed account of the

condition of the people, employed in the cotton manufacture, to pre-

pare him for this debate, that he expressed a desire to render me

any personal service in his power, and, notwithstanding the very

ambiguous situation in which public opinion has placed me, I have

continued to receive the strongest proofs of his kindness and at-

tention, in consequence of his knowledge of the real circumstances

of my case.

f A collateral circumstance occurred at this time worthy of no-

tice. Our disputes with America, on our Orders in Council, and
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similar decision, in the case at Carlisle, which was
also appealed, and carried, by writ of mandamus,
into the Court of King's Bench. In the Scotch

court, the Lord Ordinary, on the bills, ordered

printed memorials, in which the case was argued
ably, at great length, by both parties, and, on th f>

27th of June, it was decided, by the Second Divi-

sion of the Court of Session, who affirmed the

power of the justices of the peace to affix a rate

of wages, found the action relevant and remanded
the case back to the quarter sessions, to decide

upon the merits. It is difficult to say what de-

cision the Supreme Court would have given, had
the merits of the case been before them; but, as the

presiding judge had been a member o( the com-
mittee of the House of Commons, to which the

I he sliicl enforcement of the blockade against France and her de-

pendencies, liad risen to the greatest height, and had so completely
annihilated all direct trade, that the whole commercial and manu-

facturing interests agreed to unite their strength, to procure a re-

pi-al of the obnoxious measure. London, Liverpool, Bristol,

Manchester, &c. had presented petitions, and Mr. Brougham had
commenced his brilliant parliamentary career by a motion for the

repeal in the House of Commons. The gentlemen who had taken

up the question, in Glasgow, had taken no steps to attract public
attention to the subject, and the petition was only signed by about
2UO persons, engaged in the American trade. Mr. Finlay, from

an experience of the advantages to be derived from a contraband

trade, under the licence system*, was a decided enemy to the re-

peal ;
and the town council and magistrates being a self-elected

body, consisting of only thirty-two persons, he had acquired suffi-

cient iuduence over them to carry a petition against the repeal by
a small majority- Both petitions were presented, on the same

evening, in the House of Commons, and Mr. Perceval, (then
Chancellor of the Exchequer,) with his usual ingenuity, assumed,
that the constituted authorities of Glasgow were to be considered

as declaring the mind of the whole commercial and manufacturing
interest of Scotland, which was proved by the petition attempted

* He was examined Jiud ave rvidtnci: to thai effect, before the parlia-

mentary commute, \vh>jn (lie encomiums passed on his extensive in-

formation ami intelligence w
%
as the uro'nuhie. (Must of stimulating him to

obtain a seat in die House of Commons.
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petition, for a minimum had been referred, in 1809,
and had strongly imbibed the opinions then given ;

the probability is, that they would not have sanc-

tioned the expediency of interfering, and, under
that impression, our subsequent measures were
taken.

On the case being remanded back to the jus-

tices, they ordered a proof to establish the reason-

ableness of the rate of wages demanded, which,

brought us, at last, to the point we were so anxi-

ous to attain ; but here the opposite party, in

place of entering fairly into the merits and ascer-

taining, by a cool and dispassionate judicial in-

vestigation, what the trade could in reality afford,

confined themselves to taking advantage of legal
forms and technicalities to obstruct and embarrass
the proceedings, and when these were, at length,

to be got up, in opposition to their views, being only signed by a
few merchants, directly interested in the trade with America. The
merchants of Glasgow were much reflected upon, for their supine-
ness, by the supporters of the repeal, in England ; and, in this

dilemma, I was applied to, to take the necessary measures to call

forth a declaration of public opinion, in the speediest manner possi-
ble. There was very little time to correct the error, as the final

discussion came on in a few days ; I therefore advised a public

meeting of the inhabitants, to be immediately called, at which I

presided, and*, by the most indefatigable exertion, in five days, sent

off a petition, from Lanarkshire, signed by upwards of 20,000 per-
sons

; another from Renfrewshire, by above 7000, which, with one
from Leith, comprised the whole commercial and manufacturing in-

terest.

This was decisive of the question, as it respected Scotland : the

minister could no longer cavil, and a measure was repealed, which,
if done a few weeks earlier, would have prevented the war with
America. My correspondence with several members of parliament
and other persons in the country, as chairman of the above meeting
and manager of the petition, was seized among my other papers, at

a subsequent period, and, although it could not be directly con-

nected with the charge then brought against me, it made a strong
impression on the minds of the crown lawyers, and had considerable

influence in deciding the line of conduct I pursued.
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got over, they abandoned their post and would
not meet us in the proof. So deep an interest did

the whole operative class feel, in this expensive
and protracted litigation, that they had, almost to

a man, contributed small sums, in its support;
and, as we were restricted from examining per-
sons as witnesses who had either, directly or in-

directly, done so, it was with the utmost difficulty
we could procure evidence. The opposite party,
not having made appearance, in this stage of the

proceedings, to produce any counter evidence, it

may appear something like an ex-parte proof, but,

as it is, the only judicial investigation of the kind,

that ever took place in this country, I will state

the manner in which it was done, for the purpose
of showing the actual condition of the labouring
class, in this branch of manufacture.

The witnesses were men regularly bred to the

business, (women and boys not being admissable,)
and were all examined upon oath. The table of

rates, founded upon in the process, was assumed as

the standard, and two witnesses, at least, swore to

each particular fabric and the number of yards they
could produce, at the rate of ten hours labour per

day. The result was as follows :

Clear weekly average wages of weavers, on all the

variety of plain fabrics 11 11-^

Ditto, on flowered and fancy goods of all kinds, 15 7f
General average 13 9f
Minimum of the above 080
Maximum 106
The actual prices, paid for weaving at the time,

were considerably below the above rate ; and, in-

credible as it may appear, they were reduced to not

less than 70 per cent under it at the endof 1816. As
a contrast, ten other trades and professions were

examined ; viz. taylors, shoemakers, blacksmiths,

masons, &c. which, including common
1 - 1"

rers,
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produced & general average of 18*. ^d. per week.
A number of master manufacturers gave evi-

dence as to the utility of having a fixed rate of

wages. Physicians and surgeons, of the first emi-

nence, were also examined, who had inspected the

workshops, and were acquainted with the diseases

of the workmen, and they gave it as their decided

opinion, that men could not labour in such situa-

tions more than ten hours a day, without rapidly

impairing their health and producing premature
decay. Upwards of 120 witnesses were examined,
which occupied more than two months, the proof
commencing on the 14th of August and ending
on the 20th of October*.

*
I sh'iii here re-late an incident, which orcu.rcd about this time,

indic-.itive of the state of public feeling, and the relation in which

1 stood
; and, although il may not possess much general, rn;iy Irive

some locul, interest. Parliament was dissolved and the general
election came en in October, at the same time that the greater
>art of the Scotch boroughs elect their local magistracy, and Mr.

Fiiilay, who had been elected lord provost of Glasgow, had declared

jiiuiscifa candidate to represent that district of boroughs in parlia-
ment He had publicly stated, that he started on the independent

interest;, but, in consequence of his known and continued opposi-
tion to the principle of affixing a rate of wages, was very unpopular

among the labouring classes. He had, however, secured the

town council of Glasgow in his interest, and Mr. Campbell of

Blvtheswood, the ministerial candidate, having Renfrew and Dum-
barton, the decision rested with Rutherglen, Glasgow being the

returning borough, [iutherglen is one of the few Scots boroughs
that have anything like a popular election, arid, out of a council of

fifteen, it was possible to return seven operative weavers, and a

very small effort would have procured a majority in the council.

In a political point of view, the borough was divided into three

parties ;
the majority was in the whig interest, under the influence

oi the house of Hamilton ;
a small party was attached to the tory

interest, watching every opportunity to gain an ascendency ;
the

third professed to be independent. Lord Archibald Hamilton had

commenced a keen and somewhat doubtful contest for the county
of Lanark, and it was understood, but not publicly avowed, that

lie had offered his interest, in the borough of Rutherglen, to Mr.

Finlay, in exchange for the county votes he or his friends could

command. The whole population were directly dependent upon
the cotton manufacture, and a strong determination had been ma-
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The quarter sessions appointed the 3rd of No-
vember to hear counsel finally on the merits of

this important question, but the masters, who had
not ventured to meet us in the proof, could not
HOW attempt to overturn the facts we had esta-

blished, by the vague and general declamation of

counsel, and they left their side of the bar vacant,

setting us at defiance. Mr. Jeffrey, who again ap-

peared for the pursuers, commented, on the facts

adduced in evidence, onthe advantages that would
arise from a regulation which would put an end to

unprincipled speculation on the price of labour,

and, in a greater degree, ensure the comfort of the

workmen ; that the defenders had not attempted
to show that the trade was not able to afford that

nifcsled to oppose Mr. Fiulay's election, while he and his friends

were making every exertion to conciliate their good opinion. A
deputation ha;! been appointed to \vait upon him, to put certain

qut r.f.s relative to his opinions on the policy of affixing a rate of
A ages, and i had been solicited, by the people of Rntherglen, to

attend, to put the questions ; upon his answers to which depended
hn:ir support. While things remained in dnbio, one of Ihe late

magistrates of Glasgow and another gentleman, in Mr. Finlay's
interest, applied to me, staling that, as my political opinons were
known t > be liberal, 1 conld not but pre.cr Mr. Finlay to the ministerial

candidate, and that such \\as my influence with the people of Ru-

timglei!, that I had only to say so to them, and he would be
< Iccttnl ! I replied, that i did not believe I had much influence in

the case, at all events, none of a political kind, by which alone

these matters were decided
; that though, in a general point of

view, 1 considered Mr. Finlay, fiora his superior knowledge and

experience, the fittest of the t'.vo to represent a commercial and

manfacturiug district, I viewed the question as one altogether dis-

tinct from general politics; that all Mr. Finlay's influence had
been exerted against a measure which involved the interest

of the whole manufacturing population; and that, if it were

in my power, to prevent him from extending the sphere
of that influence, by a seat in parliament, I would exert it to the

utmost of my ability. On the same day, a similar application was
made, to me, through the medium of our law-asient, by a gentleman,
a friend of Mr. Campbell, and for the same purpose. I stated to

him distinctly and candidly, that my political opinions differed

entirely from Mr. Campbell's and his friends, and, on the ground
of general politics, I would not interfere; but that I was very anxious
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rate : and that, even if they had done so, a branch
of manufacture, which would not afford a sub-

sistence to the people employed, had better at once
be abandoned ; and concluded a luminous speech
by calling upon the justices to declare the rate

of wages demanded reasonable. On the 10th

of November the justices gave their final decision,

finding the table of prices, as amended by the

proof, moderate and reasonable. The difficulty
now was, to bring the masters to conform to this de-

cision, as it was perfectly understood they were
determined to resist paying the rate, and the sen-

tence of the justices, being only declaratory, no

penalty could be inflicted for their paying below
it. It was equally well known that, if we ap-

to prevent Mr. Finlay from getting the seat, and would do so, if

in my power. The same idea seemed to be entertained here, as

to the extent of my influence, and, on being informed of the grounds

upon which Mr. Campbell's friends rested their hopes, I stated

that I would very soon ascertain the actual state of the case, and
whether or not any assitance I could give afforded a rational pro-

spect of success, and if there were none, I should, at all events,
have the means of preventing him from throwing away money upon
a useless contest. I very soon got into the whole arcana of the

politics of the borough, but we were too late
;
a few days sooner

and Mr. Finlay would not have had the seat
;
the popular part of

the election was already too far advanced, where alone my influ-

ence could have had effect. Lord Archibald Hamilton had carried the

county and had operated on the whig party with a more powerful

weight than either the interest of the public question, then at

issue, or my oratory. The deputation met Mr. Finlay in the

house of one of his friends, without my presence being necessary,
and the arguments he used, in justification of his opposition, were
so substantial and convincing, that he was considered by far the

fittest representative ! I however prevented Mr. Campbell from

being deceived by a party who attempted to hold out hopes where
there were none, i had never, at that time, spoken with that

gentleman, but he proved his conviction of the accuracy of the in-

formation I had given, and his satisfaction with my conduct, at a

subsequent period, by rendering
me the most important services,

when I had few friends to depend upon ; services which I can
never repay but with gratitude. The view I obtained, on this

occasion, into the interior of an independent Scotch borough, con-

veyed no very high idea of independence.
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plied to the court for an imperative decree, it

would be resisted, which would have forced us

into another litigation ; and, judging, from the

sentiments expressed by the supreme court, when
the case was formerly before them, the issue was
more than doubtful against us. Several of the

fabrics could, perhaps, not afford the price affixed

by the table of rates, but the masters evinced no

disposition to come forward and show what the

trade could in reality enable them to pay, while some
were actually at the time paying 30 per cent, more
than others, for the same fabrics. The operatives,

suffering, harassed, and tired out with a long liti-

gation, were elated with their almost unexpected
success, and believing they had the law upon their

side, considered they were justified, in refusing to

work under what that law had declared to be rea-

sonable. It was evident too, that if the principle
of working for a lower rate of wages was once

given way to, it rendered nugatory all that had
been done. In this state of things, with no pro-

spect of an amicable arrangement, after consult-

ing with our councel, we resolved to bring it to a

trial of strength, in the hope we should at least

be able to effect some kind of compromise. We
could calculate little on a war of resources ;

the

body of operatives was too numerous and already
too poor to contend with their masters, in this

respect ; nor was there any rational prospect of be-

ing able to hold out until the market was empty
of goods. All therefore depended upon one si-

multaneous moral effort, which would overawe

and force their masters and the country to acknow-

ledge the justice of their claims, and, like men
conscious of the situation in which they stood,

were determined to make the last stand for their

rank in society*. Nor was there ever such an
* Many ridiculous opinions have been entertained on the pro-
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effort made in this country. England never could
have done it. Scotland could not do it now,
without immediately producing riot and disturb-

ance ; fifteen years of progressive degradation
have changed the character of her manufacturing
population. Wejwere not ignorant of the power as-

sumed by the High CourtofJusticiary to inflict pu-
nishment, at common law, in cases ofcombination ;

but no such case as this had ever occurred. We
set up no hypothetical, unreasonable, or ideal,

claim. We had the declared opinion and sanction

of a court of law, after the fullest investigation,
that what was demanded was only reasonable, and
we scrupulously obeyed the law, courting and in-

viting enquiry into the justice of our demand, in

every stage of the proceeding. At this time the

operatives had the most unlimited confidence

in the committee who had managed the process ;

whose influence over the body was proportion-
ally extensive. The justices gave their decision

priety of the weavers striking work who had webs in their looms,
and absurd reports circulated as to \vho advised that measure.
The whole matter was concocted with and fully understood by our

counsel, as affording the only chance of bringing about an accom-
modation. In putting the construction which we did upon the

interlocutor of the justices, that it applied equally to the work in

the hands of the workmen as to what was to be given out in future,

we gained even the legal advantage; for, although we knew that

their explanation would ultimately be against our construction, we

protracted their decision until we had tried the effect of the expe-
riment, and this was managed with more dexterity aud address

than any other part of the proceedings. The fact was, that the

committee had always more difficulty in managing the body of

operatives than in conducting the prosecution ;
and those who en-

tertain the opinion, that it could have been better effected by the

still more divided interests, which striking in detail would un-

questionably have produced, only show their ignorance of man-
kind and of the actual condition of the operative class. For my
own part, I do not shrink from the responsibility of having advised

the measure, (of which 1 had my full share,) and, on looking back,
at the distance of twelve years, I would not now act otherwise, if

placed in the same circumstances.
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on the 10th of November, and an ordinary meet-

ing of delegates was held, in Glasgow, on the 12th,
at which the experiment to be tried was under-

stood, although not discussed, and full discre-

tionary powers were given to the committee to

act according to the best of their judgment.
Deputies were immediately sent to inform the

country districts, that it was the opinion of the

committee that no work should be done, unless the

price was paid, and at a meeting of delegates from

nearly eighty towns and villages, held on the 18th,
in presence of the procurator fiscal of the county,
(who had been invited to attend.) they declared

that it was the unanimous resolution of the whole

body, whom they represented, not to work under
the rates declared reasonable by law. On that day
20,000 looms stopped work, and, in a few days
more, they were increased to near double the num-
ber ; scarcely the sound of a shuttle being heard
from Aberdeen to Carlisle, connected with the cot-

ton manufacture. Every thing remained in the

most profound peace ; no tumult or disturbance

of any kind took place, and, excepting that greater
numbers were passing to and from Glasgow, it ex-

hibited the appearance of one continued Sun-

day, which in Scotland, is remarkable for its still-

ness and placidity. The trade in England and Ire-

land had been apprized of what was intended, but

no pecuniary assistance was either expected or

received from them, nor could any fund be pre-

viously raised, that could have any influence on
the subsistence of such a large body, which, inclu-

ding all the branches of the trade, involved not

less than 200,000 persons. Every disposition was,

however, shown to assist one another ; the funds

of friendly societies were borrowed, and joint se-

curities given, for credits, in many various ways ;

but it was the impression we calculated on being
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able to make on opinion, not on pecuniary re-

scources, or physical power, to which we looked

for success. Things went on, with little variation,

for more than three weeks ; a few fabrics were

given out, at the prices affixed by the table, but

no disposition had been shown to effect any general

compromise, and we soon learnt the cause. All

the disposable troops in Scotland were ordered to

the western counties, and cantoned in the various

towns and villages ; and it was rumoured, that the

operatives were to be put down by force. ..Mr.

Finlay was now Member of Parliament and Lord
Provost of Glasgow, and, on the rumour reaching
the committee, we sent him a card, requesting an

interview, which was immediately acceded to,

when we stated that, as every thing had hitherto

gone on peaceably, if an attempt was made to take

us into custody publicly, it would exasperate the

people and we could not be answerable for the

consequences ; that, as we were not conscious of

having acted in any respect illegally, if they had

any charge against us, we were ready to answer it,

and would attend, at any time or place, on recei-

ving intimation. He said he was not aware of any
such intention ; but were such a thing thought
of, our request should be complied with ; and

strongly expressed his thanks for our attention to

the preservation of the public peace. This pro-
mise was kept with my colleagues, but not with

me ;
for two days afterwards, the sheriff of Ren-

frewshire (in which county I then resided) enter-

ed my house with a posse of officers ; seized all

my papers, both public and private ; and, by his

warrant, I was sent to the jail of Paisley, guarded

by a strong detachment of
cavalry.

I underwent

an examination of upwards of eight hours, con-

ducted by the depute and substitute sheriffs, and,

late in the evening, was liberated on bail, on my
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promise of attending for further examination, if

required. On the following morning, proclama-
tions, from the sheriffs and magistrates, were

posted up in Glasgow, prohibiting our meetings,

declaring all our proceedings illegal, and my
colleagues, who had heen sent for the previous

day, I found in custody, remanded for further

examination. A meeting of delegates, from all the

districts, having been previouslyappointed, to take

place the day after, I sent a note to the sheriff

depute of Lanarkshire, requesting his attendance,
to state the grounds upon which he had declared

our proceedings illegal. In consequence of this

intimation, he accompanied me to the meeting,
attended by his officers, when he ordered it im-

mediately to disperse, declaring it to be illegal,

without assigning any other reason for his conduct,
than that he would take the responsibility upon
himself. We informed him, that, as it was our

opinion we were protected by the constitution,
and were acting agreeably to law, we would not

disperse, unless compelled by force, when he or-

dered his officers to take the president out of the

chair and the meeting quietly dissolved.

The sheriff, on this occasion, informed me, that

he had been applied to by a number of the most

respectable manufacturing houses, who had ex-

pressed a wish for an accommodation, but that

they considered a number of the fabrics were

higher rated than the trade would afford them to

pay.
I replied, that the operatives had, perhaps, been

in the first instance, a little elevated with their

success, and many of them, not being capable of

taking a very comprehensive view of their own
relative situation, or of the state of the trade ge-

nerally, would make no concession from the rates

affixed by the justices ; but now, since they had
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felt their own weight, I had no doubt but some
reduction would be cheerfully submitted to, o?>

reasons being adduced and the arrangement sanc-

tioned by the magistrates, at all events, that the

committee were ready to receive any proposition
for a compromise, and would use their influence

to get the operative body to agree. We never,

however, heard more upon the subject; the inter-

ference of government soon enabled the masters

to discover, that they had only to hold off a little

longer, and the operatives would be obliged to

submit at discretion.

In a day or two after, my colleagues being ad-

mitted to bail, I went to Edinburgh, to take the

opinion of counsel on the legality of the proceed-

ings of the magistrates ; but there I learned, that

the question would be immediately tried by the

crown lawyers instituting criminal proceedings

against us. The justices now gave their judg-
ment, that they did not intend their interlocutor

to apply to previous engagements ; and, in com-

pliance with their decision, tho.se who had work
on hand immediately began to finish it. For a

considerable time, however, no more was taken

out, but it was easy to perceive, from that period,
that the question was finally lost. The situation

of the committee became most arduous and diffi-

cult, many of the operatives foreseeing what was

approaching, conceived themselves treated with

flagrant injustice, to be thus crushed by the mere
influence of force, and disappointed, irritated, and

nearly actuated by despair,were forhaving recourse

to stronger measures, and with difficulty could be

restrained from violence. We were accused by
many for the paucity of our proceedings and want
of energy, in not calling into action the whole

body in England and Ireland, to obtain, by force,
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what the law had declared we were entitled to*.

Meetings of delegates continued to he held pri-

vately : these we still attended, and, notwith-

standing the criminal prosecutions pending over

our heads, did not abandon our post. We im-

pressed, upon the minds of the more reflecting,
the impropriety of having recourse to violence or

coercion ; and employed them in all directions, to

counteract the intentions of those differently dis-

posed. This influence we continued to exercise,

until, one district giving way after another, the

contest was finally given up about the end of

February, 1813, having continued nine weeks ;

half of which time, the whole looms, engaged in

the cotton manufacture in Scotland, (with a few

*
Attempts were repeatedly made, during the year 1812, lo in-

troduce the Luddite organization into Scotland, from the manufac-

turing counties in England; and we were both individually tam-

pered with, and directly applied to, in our official capacity, for that

purpose. They asserted we never would obtain redress by our

legal proceedings ;
and that nothing would accomplish the purpose

but a general destruction of all the machinery introduced, to

abridge human labour
;
but we steadily resisted all their attempts,

and carefully concealed from the operatives that ever they were

made. It is now well known, that Buonaparte calculated upon his

continental system producing insurrections in our manufacturing
districts, and there is hardly a doubt that he had emissaries

employed in this country, for the purpose of fomenting them. I

was introduced to a person, in Lancashire, in the spring of 1813,
who was deeply implicated in those measures

; he knew the chan-

nels through which the overtures had been made to us ; had been

twice tried, but was fortunate enough to escape conviction, and he
informed me, that money had been frequently liberally distributed,

and that he had, at different times, himself received considerable

sums. We were also suspected of having a correspondence with

the militia, who were at that time contending for the right of being

discharged after a certain period of service. The only foundation

for this suspicion was, that the committees of one or two of the re-

gimenis applied to us, for instructions as to the form of drawing up
petitions to be presented to the Prince Regent. Had we been in-

clined, we could easily have extended a connexion with the regi-
ments belonging to the manufacturing counties; but we had no

such purpose in view, although, from that impression, some of the

troops were removed to England, and replaced by others.

D
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trifling exceptions,) were at a stand. As, in all

cases of generalship, it required greater skill to

cover the retreat than to lead them into the field,

and although a good deal depended upon those

who managed it, the propriety of conduct evinced
in this arduous contest was mainly attributable to

the general good sense prevailing among the body
of operatives of Scotland ; for, without intending
any thing invidious to the inhabitants of the sister

kingdom, I must say, that the party we found the

greatest difficulty in restraining, were chiefly emi-

grants from that country. There was not, how-

ever, a single personal assault committed, nor

property destroyed, with the exception of a few

panes of glass broken, and some trifling injury
done to a few webs in the looms; and it is very
doubtful whether these were not committed by
persons inimical to the business, for the purpose
of throwing a slur upon our proceedings. At all

events, five pounds would have covered all the

damages sustained. The distance from the seat of

government, and the peaceable manner in which
it was conducted, made this affair be comparatively
little attended to, although it is the most singular
moral phenomenon in the history of our manufac-

turing population.

Having now given a general view of the pro-

ceedings in this very curious case, it is necessary
for me to advert to my individual situation, during
the latter part of the contest ; and as it only serves

to illustrate individual character, upon which

every one is at liberty to form his opinion, I will

offer no comment, but distinctly call upon the

parties, should an attempt be made to contravert

or invalidate my statement.

I formerly mentioned, that I had no personal
intercourse with Mr. Finlay, from the time he ap-

peared as a member of the opposite committee, in
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January, until November. When we formed the

determination of striking work, on the decision of

the justices being given in our favour, on the 10th
of the latter month, I visited the most important
districts, to prepare them for the approaching
event, and did not return to Glasgow until the

18th, the day appointed for carrying it into exe-

cution. Rumours of our intention having been

circulated, excited considerable alarm in the minds
of the magistracy. Mr. Finlay, during my absence,
had caused repeated inquiries to be made after

me, and, immediately on my arrival, a person, sent

by him, waited upon me with a very pressing re-

quest to see me without delay. I communicated
this to one of my colleagues, and on considering
the great extent of Mr. Finlay's influence, and the
vast importance it was to us, at so critical and

dangerous a moment, to impress upon his mind
the justice and expediency of effecting some ar-

rangement, we together called upon him, at his

own house, after the business of the day was
finished. A number of the arguments for and

against the expediency of restrictions on the price
of labour were gone over, without making much
impression on either side ; we informed him of
our determination, and, at parting, he requested
to see me alone, in a day or two, to discuss the

subject at greater length. Several interviews

followed, when all the arguments of Smith, Mal-
thus, and the economists of the French school,
that were applicable to the general principle, were
discussed ; and, not coming to any agreement upon
the point at issue, he made a direct attack upon
my personal situation. He said that, in a personal

point of view, it was a matter of no moment to

me what became of the question ; that my own
talents would commandfriends, sufficient to insure

my advancement in life ; and that, if I would
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exert myself, to make the operatives give up the

contest and return to their work, or even withdraw

my support from them, an independent and per-
manent provision should be made for me, in any
manner I wished or chose to point out. I replied,
that I had never taken up the question as a per-
sonal one, but as one involving the interest of the

whole population employed in the cotton manu-
facture, and eventually that of the whole commu-

nity ; that I had acted from conscientious motives,

believing the claim to be legal, just, and even

expedient ; and that, although the conduct pur-
sued by the operatives did not depend upon my
exertions alone, whatever influence I possessed
should be exerted in their support, as long as a

shadow of success remained.
After I had been held to bail, and the operatives

were beginning to waver, he pressed the same

argument, urging that it was now evident we
could not succeed ; and that, to save myself and

put an end to it at once, I should follow his ad-

vice, when I stated that, even admitting the result

to be as he predicted, the peace of the country
and the safety of the operatives would more than
ever require my exertion, to prevent them from

rushing into error.

When the result became obvious, the night pre-
vious to Mr. Finlay going to take his seat in par-
liament, he again requested to see me. He said

he now called upon me for the last time ; that in-

dictments would immediately be preferred against
us, before the High Court of Justiciary, and that,

as I was looked upon as the principal leader, the

severest punishment awaited me ; that the papers,

containing the final instructions and information

for the crown lawyers to proceed, were that night
to be sent to Edinburgh; but if I would act as he

bad desired, my trial would not be proceeded
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\vith, and 1 might have any terms I wished other-

wise. I told him I believed his own influence had
contributed largely to prevent any accommoda-
tion ; but, although I was now afraid we were not

likely to succeed, if the men who had hitherto

held the confidence of the well-disposed part of

the operative body were to abandon them, a party
would succeed to the management, ready to go any
length ; and as the feelings of the people were irri-

tated by disappointmentand their passionswrought
up to the highest pitch, the greatest excesses and

outrages might be committed, which could only
terminate in their own destruction. With this

conviction on my mind, I considered it would be
in the highest degree dastardly and cowardly to

desert them for any personal consideration. He
replied, that, by persisting in that line of conduct,
I would ruin my family and my prospects in life;

that I was much more blameable than those who
had acted from ignorance, as I was capable of

taking a more enlarged view of the subject, and
therefore more culpable,and mypunishmentwould
consequently be more severe ; that there was no

probability of my being allowed to remain in the

country, but that he should be happy if he had it

irfiis power to render any assistance to my family,
or me, at any future time. I finally answered, that

if, as he alleged, I had been the chief instrument in

leading on the operatives, it was my imperative
duty to endeavour to bring them off; that my
honour and sincerity were both committed, and I

would not desert them at that crisis, if all my
hopes and prospects should perish. Here the in-

terview terminated, and I have been thus circum-

stantial in the detail, that it may be contrasted

with events which follow ; and have no other ob-

servation to make, but that it is true to the very
letter.
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In a few days after, criminal indictments were

preferred against us, to stand trial before the High
Court of Justiciary, for combination and conspi-

racy. There was no statute law upon which we
could he tried, or that affixed any specific punish-
ment for this crime, nor had any case of the same
nature ever come before that court. We had
acted on the decision given by a bench of magi-
strates, and consonant with the opinion of the

highest criminal judge in the kingdom ; but the

Court of Justiciary were struck with a panic at the

formidable extent and perfection of our organiza-
tion, and were determined, at all events, to put
it down. That court possesses, at common law,

legislative as well as judicial powers, to which it

can give a retrospective as well as a prospective
effect, to meet any new case that may arise, but
had they possessed an accurate knowledge of the

actual condition and feelings of the population,

(putting aside the palpable violation of justice and

taking it merely as a matter of expedience,) they
would have seen it was quite unnecessary to inflict

personal punishment. The bulk of mankind never
bear in mind that, although it is not in mortals to

command success, they may do more ; they may
deserve it. He that engages in the popular cause

must expect his efforts to be estimated by eventual

success, not the motive and means he has taken
to attain it ; if he acts conscientiously, he will

find himself one day idolized, carried on their

shoulders and treated like a demigod; and the

next, trampled in the mire and bespattered with

mud, when he is least conscious of deserving it.

So it was in this instance ; the operatives had
made their last effort ; their last round ofammuni-
tion was expended, without producing the desired

effect; and, incapable of proper discrimination,
when they found themselves disappointed, the bulk
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of them were ready to turn round upon the men
who had sacrificed everything in their defence.

The organization had fallen to pieces, and no effort

could have kept them together ; and, to prevent
the recurrence of any thing similar, it was only

necessary for the court to declare the law.

Besides the committee, there were several others,

who had filled subordinate situations, indicted,

and, on receiving mine, I went to Edinburgh to

consult with Messrs. Jeffrey and Cockburn, our

counsel, who endeavoured to ascertain what view
the crown lawyers and the court entertained.

They soon learnt that the necessity of making a

severe example had made so deep an impression
on their minds, that nothing short of transporta-
tion was contemplated ; that there was no hope of

being able to remove that impression at the time;

and, under those circumstances, they decidely ad-

vised that none of the parties, who had taken a

lead, should hazard standing trial, but forfeit their

recognizances and leave the kingdom. This was

particularly insisted on in my case, for reasons

already explained, and, after considerable hesita-

tion, I very reluctantly complied. I returned to

Glasgow, communicated my determination to my
colleagues, and gave all the assistance in my power
in the measures necessary for the defence of those

who were to appear, until the day prior to the trial.

This trial took place before the High Court of

Justiciary, on the 9th of March, 1813, and excited

great interest. The crown lawyers attempted to

prove that overt acts of violence and intimidation

had arisen out of the combination, but utterly
failed in showing they had been committed, or

even countenanced, by any of the parties indicted,
the very reverse being clearly established ; so that,

admitting the decision of the quarter sessions,

upon which we proceeded, to have had no force,
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(which, in the eye of justice, was absurd,) the only
charge substantiated was, simple combination.
On the analogy of the English statutes, the Court
of Justiciary had, a short time before, declared

simple combination a crime punishable at com-
mon law, although no conviction had previously
taken place. This power, however, when as-

sumed by that court, was very different in its con-

sequences from the English statute law, which
was considered oppressive, although it restricted

the punishment to three months imprisonment,
while the Scotch court might give a month's im-

prisonment, or transportation for life at discretion,

having no check in such cases but public opinion.
Mr. Jeffrey and Mr. Cockburn conducted the de-

fence with an energy and ability seldom equalled
in the profession, and which they could not have

surpassed, had they been personally interested.

In vain, however, did they urge that, after the

judgment of the court below, the operatives were

justified in striking work, had contravened no law,
and were therefore guilty of no crime. By the con-

struction put upon it by the court, the jury re-

turned a verdict of guilty, and various periods of

imprisonment, from four to eighteen months, were
inflicted upon them that were present, and sen-

tence of outlawry was passed against those who
were absent. The court declared the sentences

were much more lenient than they originally in-

tended, pronounced the association which had
been recommended by different members of par-
liament illegal, and prohibited the payment of all

debts contracted in its support*. On this judg-
ment being given in the Scotch court, the case at

* The crown lawyers on the trial denied all previous knowledge
of the existence of the association, although the Lord Advocate

had been furnished with copies of the articles in the beginning of

ItSlO. In 1811, an investigation had also taken place by the

sheriffs of the counties of Renfrew and Lanark, when they got
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Carlisle was abandoned, and in the ensuing session

of parliament, the late Marquis of Londonderry
brought in a bill to repeal the acts upon which we
had founded the action, and were then suffering
exile and imprisonment for obeying.
To get out of the jurisdiction of the court, I

proceeded to Lancashire, where I had only re-

mained a short time, when proclamations were

published, offering a reward for my apprehen-
sion. I however received information, in suffi-

cient time, to enable me to proceed to Dublin, in

the neighbourhood of which I remained until near

the end of the year. At the suggestion of several

gentlemen of respectability, in Glasgow, I then

returned privately to Scotland. Things having
resumed their former course, as the proceedings
came to be more coolly considered and better un-

derstood, their injustice became apparent, and it

was the opinion of those gentlemen, that it only

required a proper representation to the crown

lawyers to get the sentence of outlawry rescinded.

They also considered Mr. Finlay, from his official

rank and influence, as well as from the opinion he
had professed to them to entertain respecting me,
the fittest person to make the representation,
which they would second, if necessary. In this,

however, we were disappointed, for, in answer to

my application, he informed me, that he considered
me highly culpable for acting as I had done, but
more particularly for neglecting my own interest;

and, as he did not think I had undergone suffi-

cient punishment, he must decline all interference.

Farther explanations followed, both by myself
and the gentlemen interested on my account; but

possession of the books, containing the regulations and minutes of

all the proceedings. The books had only been returned a few
months previous to the trials, when they declared themselves per-
fectly satisfied; and, not anticipating a barefaced denial of so pal-

pable a fact, we were not prepared with evidence to prove it.
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months, was, a kind of general assurance that, if

I would keep myself private and not interfere in

public matters, no proceedings would be taken

against me. During all this time I was separated
from my family, being only able to visit them

secretly; treated with ingratitude by those for

whose interest I had suffered* ; harassed and
worn out by anxiety of mind ; ruined by the ex-

pense I was subjected to, in removing from place
to place ; my health sunk under it, and I was
confined to bed for several months. I recovered

a little in the summer of 1814, and, finding I could

get into no situation in business, with the sentence

of outlawry suspended over my head, and Mr.

Finlay showing no disposition to interest himself

farther, I applied to Mr. Campbell of Blythes-
wood. This gentleman was a relative of the late

Archibald Colquhoun, Esq. then Lord Advocate,
and afterwards Lord Register of Scotland. He
had no personal knowledge of me, he only knew
me by my conduct in the election at Rutherglen,
in 1812 ; but, the moment I explained to him the

nature of my situation, he zealously espoused my
interest, and persevered with a degree of devoted
attention seldom to be found in men of his rank
in life. He explained the whole of my conduct
and situation to the Lord Advocate, who did not

* It is nothing new in the history of unsuccessful popular
measures, but little to the credit of the body of operatives, that

they not only made no compensation to the men who had devoted
their time and talents to promote their interests, but they actually
left the committee iucumbered with debt to a considerable amount,
for law expenses. There were, no doubt, many honourable ex-

ceptions to this want of feeling, but the bulk of them evinced the

most sordid apathy and indifference to their fate. One shilling-

each, from so large a body, would have placed the committee inde-

pendent of all pecuniary embarrassments, yet that pitiful pittance
was not forthcoming : a striking contrast, when compared with the

sacrifices made by the operatives in many other professions.
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conceive it necessary that I should undergo far-
ther punishment, to defecate mefrom individual de-

linquency; he was rather anxious I should suffer no
more ; but there were many difficulties in the way,
arising from some cases of combination, which
occurred at the time, and although they were of
a different nature, it made the Lord Advocate
doubtful how far it would be prudent to reagi-
tate my case, when no further punishment was
intended. Several delays took place, in conse-

quence, until my patience was completely ex-

hausted, and I surrendered myself to the Sheriff

of Renfrewshire, in March 1815, with the deter-

mination of forcing it to a conclusion. Although
this step was not in accordance with the wish of
the Lord Advocate, nor agreeable to Mr. Camp-
bell's advice, (both requesting me to delay,) it had
no tendency to relax his exertions, and he was

indefatigable in urging the Lord Advocate to

make my imprisonment as short as possible. Va-
rious causes, however, prevented me from getting
reponed against the sentence of outlawry until

the beginning of June, wrhen I was admitted to

bail, and served with an indictment, to stand trial

before the High Court of Justiciary, on the 26th
of the same month. Mr. Campbell, Mr. Cockburn,
and Mr. Vans* made all the necessary arrange-
ments, to enable me to meet the case in the most

respectable manner ; but the trial was not pro-
ceeded with. The court had decided the law in

1813; it was therefore agreed that I should plead
guilty to the major proposition of the indictment,

*
Henry S. Vans, Esq. advocate, nephew of General Dunlop.

My case was introduced to this gentleman's notice by Mrs. Dunlop,
the correspondent and patron of Burns, with whom I had a relative

long resident. In conjunction with Mr. Jeffrey and Mr. Cockburn,
he subsequently took a very warm interest in my affairs, of which
I am so sensible, that any expression of thanks can convey but a
faint emblem of my feelings.
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with which they were satisfied ; and, having pro-
duced evidence as to personal character, Mr.
Cockburn made a very forcible appeal to the feel-

ings of the court, on the extreme hardship of my
case, when I received sentence of one month's addi-

tional imprisonment. The judges were not now so

much under the influence of terror and alarm,

and, in giving their opinions, they admitted the

singularity of the case, said that no moral guilt
could be imputed to me, and expressed themselves

highly satisfied with my general conduct and
character ; but, as a matter of political expedi-
ence, they considered it their duty to put down
all such attempts*.

I had suffered so much from anxiety of mind,

aggravated by confinement, that my health was

seriously impaired, but my friends did everything
to render me comfortable during the remainder of

my imprisonment ; and, when it expired, evinced

the greatest solicitude to assist me to get into

business. It was sometime, however, before I

could come to a determination, and while I re-

mained in suspense, Mr. Jeffrey and Mr. Cockburn,

relying on Mr. Finlay's former promises, suggested
the propriety ofme calling upon him for his advice

and assistance. I accordingly wrote to him, ex-

plaining my views and wishes, and afterwards

called upon him personally. He received me very

coldly, said that he found no persons who would
* It was my intention to have had this publication ready for the

press prior to the commencement of the last session of parliament,
one object being, to attract attention to the nature and exercise of

the powers assumed by tlm Court of Justiciary in Scotland, in

cases of combination. On finding that various unexpected causes

of delay would prevent me from having it ready in sufficient time,

I sent that part of the manuscript to Mr. Hume, and I have the

satisfaction of believing that the exposure made by its production,
and my examination by the Artisans Committee, in some degree con-

tributed towards the abrogation of the unjust and oppressive laws

against combination.
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allow themselves to conquer the prejudices they
had imbibed against me from the manner I had

acted, in the question respecting the price of ma-

nufacturing labour, and he could therefore render

me no assistance. In a short time I resolved to

try the experiment of a commission warehouse, in

the sale of silk and cotton goods, to which I after-

wards added the manufacturing of both, upon a

small scale. The general peace had been a short

time concluded, and, in the view of many, the

prospects in business were flattering ; but, being
suspicious of the approaching storm, which soon
after overwhelmed the commercial world, I re-

solved to proceed with caution. I communicated

my plan and opinion to my friends, which met
their approbation ; and, in the spring of 1816,
Mr. Jeffrey, Mr. Cockburn, and Mr. Vans, with
some of their friends, who had no personal know-

ledge of me, made the necessary advances, to ena-
ble me to commence. Mr. Campbell at the same
time offered his assistance, but, by the plan I had
laid down, it was not at that time required. These

gentlemen had few friends connected with com-
merce, but the few which they had, they endea-
voured to interest in my favour. I was also

promisedthe support of several houses, extensively
engaged in the American trade, none of whom,
however, had it in their power to give me a single
order, the market of that country being completely
glutted, almost as soon as the ports were opened.
I had, in consequence, to depend in a great mea-
sure upon my own exertions, to find out other
channels ; and although the times were very un-

propitious, and I was so unfortunate as to make
bad debts to a considerable amount, soon after my
commencement, I succeeded beyond my expecta-
tion. I conducted my business on a scale calcu-
lated to enable me to form an opinion of what
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might be done by perseverance and attention, and

exposednothing tohazardby uncertain speculation,
confining my views, in the first instance, merely
to cover expenses. Mr. Jeffrey being in Glasgow
at the circuit, I had a long conference with him,

when, in mentioning some persons who he thought
might be serviceable to me, he again alluded to

Mr. Finlay, and the influence he possessed in the

commercial world. I told him I was perfectly
aware of the benefit to be derived from any opinion
which Mr. Finlay's extensive experience enabled

him to give, but I would not solicit a personal
favour from him. When Mr. Jeffrey replied, he

should have an opportunity of seeing him soon,
when he would endeavour to remove the illiberal

prejudice which he seemed to have imbibed. The

greatest confidence was placed in my own judg-
ment by my friends, and it was agreed, before

embarking to any considerable extent, I should,
about the end of the year, give them my opinion
of the probable prospects. Accordingly, on the

3d of December, I sent Mr. Jeffrey a detailed

statement of my progress and situation, in which
I entered fully into the view I entertained of the

general state of business, and condition ofthe ma-

nufacturing districts. I informed him I had every
rational prospect of being able to make my busi-

ness respectable, and could then extend it with a

greater degree of safety ; but the principle upon
which trade had come to be conducted, being little

better than a species of gambling, some degree of

uncertainty must always attend it ; and as I had
no hope of the system improving, it was possible,
even after making every exertion, I might ulti-

mately fail. That, were my friends to advance
the necessary capital, to enable me to extend my
business, andit beattendedwith such consequences,
I could never forgive myself, if I in any way
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involved them, or brought them into difficulties.

For these reasons, if I could procure a situation,
to take the management ofthe business of a house,

sufficiently respectable to afford a liberal salary, I

should prefer it, until a more auspicious period ;

but, in the event of it being considered better to

prosecute my own, I should prefer a security for a
cash account, in a bank, to a farther advance of

money. On the 8th of December I had an answer
from Mr. Jeffrey, acquainting me, that he and Mr.
Cockburn had read over and considered my state-

ment. He requested me to give them an account of
the practice of the banks, in giving such credits,
and theamount I should require; thatMr. Cockburn
had just written to Mr. Campbell, to join them in

the measure, and he had no doubt but I would be
accommodated to any reasonable extent ; that he
had that day written to Mr. Finlay and Mr. Mon-
teith*, in very pressing terms, upon the former of
whom he wished me to call, as early as possible,
to acquaint him distinctly with my own views, and
ascertain his opinion. Agreeable to this request, I

called upon Mr. Finlay, a day or two after, and I

will not pretend to say he was influenced by the

feelings of Sir Giles Overreach, when addressing
Wellborn,

" We worldly men, when we see friends and kinsmen
Past hope, sunk in their fortunes, lend no hand
To lift them up, but rather set our feet

Upon their heads, to press them to the bottom ;

But now I see you in a way to rise,

I can and will assist you ;"

but he now received me in a very flatteringmanner.
He entered into all the minutiae ofmybusiness, and,

fully coinciding with me in opinion, on the general
aspect of the times, thought it would be more ad-

visable for me to obtain some respectable situation,
*

Henry Monteith, Esq. then Lord Provost of Glasgow, and at

present member of parliament for the Lanark district of burghs.
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suck as my abilities and perseverance enabled me
to fill; and, to procure which, he was ready to

lend all the assistance in his power. In the course

of conversation, on the condition of our manufac-

turing establishments compared with those on the

continent, an allusion was made to Mr. Owen of

New Lanark. It immediately occurred to him,
that a charge in that gentleman's establishment

would be a desirable thing for me, and that my
information and experience would also be an ac-

quisition to him. Mr. Owen was then in Glasgow,
and was to breakfast with Mr. Finlay next morn-

ing, and, having made an arrangement for that

purpose, I attended at the same time, and was in-

troduced to him. Mr. Finlay soon left us alone,

and we spent several hours together. He gave me
a detail of what he had done, and the plans he had
in contemplation, which were soon after brought
more prominently before the public, and I gave
him an epitome of my history and opinions, and
the situation in which I was then placed. Mr.
Owen said he had long been in search of a person,
such as he considered me to be, to superintend and
assist in maturing the improvements he had begun ;

but, before entering into any specific agreement,
he wished me to spend a few days with him at

New Lanark, that I might be able to form an opi-
nion of the progress he had already made ; and it

was agreed I should make my visit in a few days.
Previous to Mr. Finlay leaving us, in the morning,
he requested me not to leave his house until his

return, as he was anxious to have some particular
conversation with me, after my interview with
Mr. Owen had terminated. As the communication
he then made produced the most serious conse-

quences to me, and involved matters of no slight

public interest, I shall make no apology for the

particularity of the long personal detail which I
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have given. For my own justification, it is neces-

sary that I should state, distinctly, the precise
circumstances in which I was placed ; the opini-
ons formed of me, and the estimation in which I

was held, at that particular period. I may be

accused of egotism; but I value not the charge:
I have been immolated on the altar of prejudice,

my reputation has been wounded by charges
which I have not merited, and I have experienced
all the dishonour of guilt, without its turpitude.
I do not undervalue tbe good opinion of the

world ; it is necessary to happiness ; but, in en-

quiring into my actions and judging of my mo-
tives, it may have been deceived ; nor, until it is

capable of forming a judgment without prejudice
or bias, will I bow to its dictum and acknowledge
its

infallibility. I have been charged with acting
from the basest and most sordid motives ; but,
while my conscience does not accuse me, I will

indignantly repel the imputation, whether made

by the sycophantic court parasite, or the unprin-

cipled political demagogue, who ministers and

panders to the appetite of the multitude. I am
not ignorant how difficult it is for an obscure

individual to defend his reputation against the

attacks of party rage and party feeling, but I will

not be deterred from the attempt, although those

who had leisure to libel and accuse, should not

have a minute to hear my defence, or candour
to retract, where they have been wrong. The
concatenation of events, which I relate, being

nearly a piece of auto-biography, it is possible I

may mistake, and consequently misstate, some

parts of my character ;
self love may make me

practise self deception, and prevent me from pe-

netrating deeper than the surface, in the relation

I may give, or the judgment I may form of my
motives ; but an intentional or unintentional per-
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version of facts will carry with it its own correc-

tive and antidote; for, with a single exception, the

parties are all alive, which will constitute a pretty
fair standard of adjustment, and to the tribunal of

public opinion I fearlessly make my appeal.
To give an idea of the state of the manufactur-

ing districts and, before proceeding with my per-
sonal narrative, it will be necessary to take a

retrospective view of public events, for sometime

previous to the end of the year 1816. Our seclu-

sion from the continent, under the operation of

Buonaparte's prohibitory system, had exhausted it

of British manufactures, and the partial openings,
effected by his reverses in the campaign against
Russia, produced a brisk demand for all kinds of

British goods ; the hopes of our merchants and
manufacturers were highly elated, and without

considering that countries, so long ravaged and

impoverished by oppressions and wars of unpa-
ralleled extent and duration, could have no equiva-
lents to give, they imagined, that, if we could only

get rid of the illegitimate Usurper, the consump-
tion and demand for British produce and manufac-
tures would be inexhaustable. Speculations and

consignments, to a vast extent, were made to every
accessible part of the continent, and, for a time,

every thing seemed to go on well. No sooner,

however, was the fate of that extraordinary man
sealed for ever ; ere yet the grass grew upon the

graves of our countrymen, who had fallen .to re-

store Europe to the fostering and parental care of

legitimate thrones ; and while yet the sound of

the blood-stained laurels of Waterloo was rever-

berating from one end of the empire to the other;

our merchants were bankrupts ; our artizans and

mechanics were starving and betraying an ignorant

impatience of the misery they were suffering. The

hopes entertained, on the opening of the American
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lacious ; and, in the summer of that year, the dis-

tress had become so great, that a general outcry
was raised for the reduction of the public burdens.

Many attributed a great part of the evils we were

suffering to the defects in our system ofnational re-

presentation, and almost all, who were friendly to

reform, considered it a favourable opportunity for

agitating the question, when we were at profound
peace with all the world. Scotland had her full

share of the calamity and distress, and participated
in the discontents arising out of them ; while the

absence of all popular representation made the

theoretical errors of her political institutions more

palpable and open to the attacks of those who con-

sidered the evil to have its origin in that scource.

Glasgow, the focus of manufactures and of misery,
as might be expected, took the lead in agitating the

question; a committee was formed and an applica-
tion made to the magistrates, to grant the liberty of

the town hall, to hold a public meeting, to petition
the throne and both houses of parliament, for

retrenchment and reform. This application was

peremptorily refused; and a similar one, made for

liberty to meet in the public green, met with no
better success. This opposition on the part of

the magistrates, to say the least of it, was very
unwise. Hitherto, large popular meetings, for

political purposes, were almost unknown in Scot-

land; but this attempt to deprive the people ofthe

very right of making their complaint and declaring
their opinion, exasperated them to the highest

degree and produced a general popular ferment.

Official robes are not always found to cover the

highest attainments, and, like the veiled prophet
of Khorassan, the influence of the wearers fre-

quently depend more upon the power they have
of concealing them from the gaze of vulgar eyes,
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than on intellectual superiority. Accordingly,
the persons, who held the discussions with the

magistrates, on that occasion, did not find them

capable of taking the clearest of all possible views
of civil rights, nor possessing a very accurate

knowledge of the condition and feelings of the

people. These circumstances were made public
and comparisons drawn, little to the advantage of

the rulers. Squibs and dramatic pasquinades
were printed and published, which produced such

an effervescence of feeling among the labouring
classes, that all respect for authority and subordi-

nation was lost; treated with contempt and turned
into ridicule. About the same time a correspond-
ence took place with the advocates for reform in

various parts of the country, and it was suggested,

by Major Cartwright and some other members of

the Hampden Club, that, to obviate the objection,
that the reformers were never agreed among them-
selves upon any specific plan, it was desirable that

all minor differences of opinion should be set a

side, and that the prayers of the petitions to be

presented should be as near as possible uniform.

The opposition of the magistrates had a direct

tendency to stimulate to greater exertions. A
field was procured, in the vicinity of Glasgow,
and, on the 29th of October, a meeting was held,
which was attended by upwards of 40,000 persons.
There, the conduct of the magistrates was freely
animadverted upon and the idea conveyed, by such
an assemblage, operated upon the imaginations of

the people, like a shock of electricity ; inducing
them to believe there was no limit to their power
and importance ; and resolutions, in favour of re-

trenchment and reform, were carried by unani-

mous acclamation. From the time that our an-

cestors had opposed the arbitrary proceedings of

the Stuarts, under the banner of the covenant,
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no such determined spirit of resistance had been
manifested in Scotland ; the meeting was the

largest that ever had assembled,, for any political

purpose, and was the prelude to those which after-

wards took place, that assumed a very different

complexion. Had the magistrates possessed a

little more knowledge of human nature, and been

aware of the consequences which will invariably
follow the line of conduct they adopted ; had they

expressed a little more sympathy and commisera-
tion for the sufferings of the people, and freely

granted a place of meeting within doors, it would
have confined the proceedings to a different class,

and no such result would have followed ; but, as

the magistrates acted in a similar manner, in many
other parts of the country, the people fell into

the hands of a set of illiterate and unprincipled

demagogues, and were precipitated into measures
that served as a pretext for abridging our general
liberties. In Glasgow and neighbourhood, the

condition of the great mass of the labouring

population was indeed truly deplorable ; many
thousands were altogether out of employment,
and speculation on the price of labour was carried

to such an unprecedented and unprincipled extent,
that those who were employed, if they had families,

could not, with the utmost exertion, command as

much, even of the very lowest garbage, as sup-

port life. Reckless, hopeless and desperate, they
considered no change, not even anarchy itself,

could render their condition worse.

At a time like this, when the sufferings of the

people should have united all parties, to devise

remedies to mitigate the evil, from whatever cause
it proceeded, the periodical press exercised the

most baneful influence over their minds. It is

unnecessary and uncalled for, to name the writers

who took the lead in this pernicious warfare
; but,
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for the abridgment of our liberties, the disgusting
exhibition of dungeons, chains and gibbets, and
for unsheathing the sabres of Englishmen upon
their own deluded countrymen. The abolition of

the whole civil list would have been but as a drop
in the bucket, in relieving distress so generally
felt ; but the writers who had most influence with
the labouring classes, and who were, in fact, al-

most the only ones read by them, artfully and

ably seized upon and exposed every defect in the

system of government, attributed all their suffer-

ings to useless sinecures and pensions ; taught
them to look to an abstract and untried theory as

a panacea for all the misery they endured ; which

would, in one day, sweep away all the evils that

had accumulated for centuries. The whole of

their reasoning, if reasoning it might be called,

was addressed to the passions and not the judg-
ment. Rank, and everything previously held sa-

cred and venerable, was laughed at to scorn ; the

minds of the people were completely inflamed ;

a line of demarcation was drawn between the dif-

ferent ranks of society, and a rooted antipathy
and ferocious spirit of retaliation was engender-
ed in the minds of the labouring classes. Nor
were the writers in support of the ministry less

culpable ; right or wrong, every measure was

justified ; the sufferings of the people were either

altogether denied, or acknowledged to exist to a

very limited extent ; their murmurings and com-

plaints were attributed to factious and unnecessary
discontent ; the whole vocabulary of Billingsgate
was ransacked, for epithets to insult them and
cover them with reproaches, and their poverty
was charged against them as a crime, and consti-

tuted the very head and front of their offending.
Such a state of things could not continue without
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coming to a crisis. The first Spafield meeting
was held on the 18th of November, and the

next, on the 2d of December, proceeded to open
riot ; the commotions in the metropolis reacted

upon the country, and the whole of the manufac-

turing districts were thrown into a state of agita-
tion. My situation afforded every opportunity
for making observations ; my business brought
me in daily contact with people of all classes and

opinions. I had an opportunity of knowing the

situation of the merchant and master manufactu-

rer, and the miserable condition to which the

labourer was reduced. There was not a manu-

facturing town or village, in Scotland, with the

situation of which I was not acquainted, and few
where I had not some direct correspondence. As

early as the month of June, 1816, conscious of

what was approaching, I published letters in one
of the Glasgow newspapers, pointing out the ne-

cessity of the higher classes making provision to

relieve the distresses of the labouring population,
before the approaching winter should drive them
to desperation. Scotland, having no regular poors
rate, rendered such a measure essential, and was

preferable to enforcing parochial assessments ; but
the amount of the distress was not credited, and
no steps were taken to alleviate it, until what
I had predicted had actually taken place. As to

my opinions on reform, I was a friend to the ex-

tension of the elective franchise ; but time and

experience had taught me moderation, and having
previously suffered in the popular cause, I neither

considered it prudent, nor felt any disposition, to

take a lead in that question. My name was,

however, upon the list of the committee, and I

was personally acquainted and in habits of daily
intercourse with the gentlemen who were active

in conducting the petition from the city of Glas-
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gow. Alexander M'Conochy, Esq. now Lord Mea-
dowbank, was Lord Advocate, and the late James
Wedderburn, Esq. Solicitor General for Scotland.

These two officers, but more immediately the for-

mer, have the sheriffs of counties under their

control and are responsible for the preservation of

the public peace. Being but lately appointed to

office, they had very little experience, and no very
high opinion was entertained of their capability,
either by the ministry or the local magistracy.
RobertHamilton, Esq. SheriffDepute ofthe county
of Lanark, had a good disposition, but was in bad
health ; and did not possess the general qualifica-
tions and activity to be efficient in such a situation,

particularly in difficult times ; and the Lord Pro-
vost for the time being, with the whole Magistrates
of Glasgow, was equally inefficient. Mr. Finlay
continued to occupy a seat in the House of Com-
mons : all the magistrates looked up to him and
were under his influence. He filled no official civil

situation, but, in consequence of the general imbe-

cility, in conjunction with J.Reddie,Esq. advocate,

assessor for the city, he had, defacto, the whole lo-

cal government; and,in addition to the regular chan-

nel of communication with the law officers of the

crown, corresponded directlywith Lord Sidmouth,
the Home Secretary of State. Such was the state

ofthe country and my situation at the end of 1816.

On again meeting Mr. Finlay, I recounted what
had passed with Mr. Owen, and, on my business

being disposed of, he directly adverted to the

state of public affairs. He was not ignorant of

my opinions and connexions, and I entered gene
rally into the view I entertained of the existing
state of things, acquainting him with the wretch

ed condition of the people ; the number I believed

to be out of employment, (which, in Glasgow and
its suburbs, was little short of 10,000,) and the
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miserable pittance paid to them that were em-

ployed*; that the people, who were actually star-

* As a statement of the relative prices of labour will convey a

more correct idea of the condition of the people than general de-

scription, I shall specify the price of weaving for a few of the sta-

ple articles, in the litfht branch of the cotton manufacture, which

requires a superior class of workmen, extracted from my books

at random. I contrast the price proved as necessary to produce
the average metioned in page 23, (taken in 1812, but not generally
in operation later than 1809,) with that paid at the end of 1816.

Reed. TABLEof}8\2. per ell. PaidinlSlQ.

1400 four quarter, Jaconet 9d 3d.

Ditto six quarter, ditto 13 4f
Ditto four quarter, lawn ground... llf 4f
Ditto six quarter, ditto 16f 6
1300 four quarter, uauze 16 6
600 ditto ditto, whip net I3f 2|
Ditto ditto ditto, patent ditto ...36 5

Wheat was oscillating between 90s. and 100s. per quarter; quar-
tern loaf Is. 6d.

;
oatmeal per peck, Is. lOd. to 2s.

;
all other ar-

ticles of provision, house rent, &c. at war prices. Various causes

had certainly limited the demand for manufactured goods, but pro-
duction was not diminished nearly on an equal ratio with the number
of hands thrown out of employment, physical exhaustion being the

only limit to the exertion of those employed, till their utmost efforts

could not command an existence, when many of them became indif-

ferent to all exertion. Day after day did the system of reduction

continued, after the oldest and best experienced men in business

considered it had reached its lowest possible limit. Some houses

for a time gave up making goods at all, not so much for want of

demand as from being literally ashamed to offer respectable work-
men employment at a price at which they knew they could not

exist; but it had no effect upon the cool speculators, who went on
in their career, regardless of consequences, till all were drawn into

the vortex. I sold goods that year, in a finished state, at Is. per

yard, which cost 4s. 6d. for weaving only in 1809. The effect

of which was, to invert the order of reasoning of the theoretical

economists, who assert that low prices invariably increase the

quantity consumed. Those gentlemen forget that, in a highly
excited and artificial (refined if they will) state of society, the de-

mand for commodities is as much regulated by caprice, as necessity
or usefulness, of which caprice our fair countrywomen have their

share. In this instance the fact was fully verified; for, as soon as

the price of articles, made chiefly for the consumption of the higher
class of females, fell so very low, they would not purchase them at

all, iubstituting others, of inferior utility, from France, at a much

higher price and at any risk, which lessened the demand in all,

in some instances, annihilated it altogether.
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ving, had been refused support by the parishes,
who would not recognise the principle of right*;
that the consituted authorities and the upper
classes were either utterly ignorant of the real

condition of the people, or showed an apathy and

indifference, to their wants, which was both un-

justifiable and impolitic, as it had rendered them

completely desperate and regardless of conse-

quences. Mr. Finlay said, they knew that a con-

siderable portion of distress existed ; but it was
not believed to be nearly to the extent which I

described ; that the reports, through the channels

to which they had access, were so contradictory
and unsatisfactory, that it was difficult to form any
definite or correct opinion ; that he was not

friendly to the principle of parochial assessments,
and subscriptions had been delayed as long as

possible, for the purpose of not exciting false

hopes, or abating exertion ; but if things were

really as bad as I described them, he wished me
to see the sheriff of the county, and give him a

statement of the facts, that he might be able to

make an official report ; and that the magitrates
should immediately call a meeting and open a

subscription for their relief. The sheriff after-

wards waited upon me for the purpose, and a sub-

scription was set on foot, which, in a few days,
amounted to upwards of ,.20,000 ; but it was
now out of time ; the people had assumed a me-

nacing attitude, and attributed their conduct to

* This was the answer given to individuals, who, not bein^able
to prosecute, they were obliged to associate themselves together,
to try the law of the case, and endeavour to obtain, by collective,

what was refused to individual, application. I was repeatedly
consulted by many of the parties, and decidedly advised the mea-
sure as the only alternative left them, and my advice, in this mat-

ter, was afterwards made the ground of accusation against me, for

being the general apostle of or^inizalion, and mixed up with one
ofa very different character and complexion.
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months sooner, it would have heen helieved to

have proceeded from commiseration for their suf-

ferings.
The meeting of parliament was approaching,

and exertions were making, in every part of the

country, to have petitions, for reform, ready to be

presented as early as possible after the opening of

the session. It was in contemplation to request
Mr. Finlay to present and support the prayer of

the petition from Glasgow, and to this subject he
turned the conversation. After some general re-

marks on the prevalence of opinions, in favour of

reform, he, in a very imposing and emphatic man-

ner, asked me to answer him, upon my honour, if

I was not aware of the existence of an extensive

and widely-spread secret conspiracy, forthe avowed

purpose of overturning the government. I so-

lemnly assured him I was not; nor did I be-

lieve anything of the kind existed in Scotland ;

and, at all events, if it did, it was unconnected
with the proceedings of the reform party, every-

thing they intended being openly and publicly
avowed ; neither did I believe it possible a thing
of that kind could go to any great extent, without

coming to my knowledge ; for, from the nature of

my connexions, (although I might not be solicited

to become a member of such an association,) I was
convinced that, from one quarter or another, I

should have heard of it, or been consulted, as to

its practicability. He then assured me, that go-
vernment had the most positive and undoubted
information of the existence of such a conspiracy,

although they did not then know all the particu-

lars, but were certain that many thousands, in

Glasgow and its neighbourhood, were engaged in

it ; that he believed there might be many things
wrong in our system of government, but there
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was no possibility of amending them by such
means ; that, relying on my good sense and gene-
ral knowledge of the population, he had made the

communication to me, it being in my power to

render a most important service to society, and a

duty incumbent upon me, to use my influence and
make every exertion to suppress it. I observed,
I was still sceptical as to its existence, and, at all

events, was not such a sciolist as to believe it had

gone to the extent he had represented ; that I was

equally convinced, with him, of the absurdity and
utter hopelessness of doing any good by such
means ; that I considered nothing could better

serve the purpose of the ministry, and those op-

posed to every species of reform, than such an

attempt ; as itwould serve as a pretext for throwing
discredit on its advocates ; and quashing the de-

mand then so generally made ; which, from its

universality, if moderately and temperately con-

ducted, afforded hopes of succeeding to some
rational and practicable extent ; that, for the pur-

pose of disappointing them, but more especially
to prevent those who were starving from becoming
the victims of such delusion, I would do every-

thing in my power ; adding, if it existed at all, it

must be confined to that class of society whose
situation I had described; that I might not be

able to learn particulars, but felt confident that I

could soon ascertain the general fact, and pledged

myself to let him know the result of my enquiries,
whether they were confirmatory or contradictory
to the information they had received.

The reform committees were now keeping up
an active correspondence, but I was certain that

nothing of a secret nature was mixed up with their

proceedings. In the city of Glasgow, the parties

engaged in the active management were men in

business, and the greater portion of them repect-
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able in their situations in life : with all of them I

was personally acquainted; knew every proceeding,
and their general knowledge and information I

considered a sufficient guarantee that they would

not (even individually) embark in any desperate
measure. The various suburbs were petitioning

separately; but, as their committees were composed
of the more intelligent class of workmen, I enter-

tained no suspicion of them. The management
of the applications for parochial aid had fallen into

the hands of some furious profligate fanatics, with

just a sufficient portion of ability to give them an

influence over the very lowest class, who, from

positive sufferings, believed they could save them-

selves from drowning, by grasping at a straw.

They had been holding tumultuous meetings in

the suburbs, and it immediately occurred to me,

that, if anything foolish or imprudent was going
on, it was amongst them ; and to that quarter I

directed my enquiries, and soon found my con-

jectures confirmed. J was personally known by
the greater portion of the labouring population,
and was fully aware ofthe impropriety ofappearing

publicly amongst them. I therefore determined

to confine my enquiries to a single individual, who,
I had reason to suspect, was acquainted with the

real measures contemplated, and depended upon
my own address for getting to the bottom of them.

The man I selected for this purpose was an ope-
rative weaver, of the name of M'Lachlan, who was
not previously known to me. He was in extreme

poverty, and had been taking a lead at the meetings
held for enforcing their claims upon the parishes.
With very little difficulty, I soon learned his view
of the matter : he informed me, that the people
had been tantalised with hopes of relief, until they
were reduced to despair; that they were now
convinced everything depended upon themselves,
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fend they were determined to take measures to

redress their own wrongs ; that a secret organi-
zation had been some time before entered into, for

that purpose ; and that the public meetings were

held, to give them an opportunity of operating

upon the minds of the people, and, under that

cover, to enable them to make proselytes. He
boasted of the extent of their numbers and re-

sources, and directly threatened, that, if those men

(myself included) who were capable of influencing
the people would not come forward and direct

their measures, they would not long have an op-

portunity, it being determined not to allow them
to do so afterwards, and to punish such as re-

mained neutral. I could not, at that time, press

my enquiries to obtain a knowledge of particulars,
but told him, the people ought to beware of com-

mitting any violence, which would only bring de-

struction upon their own heads, and cautioned him

against letting any of his colleagues know that he

had made such a communication to me. I did

not give credit to everything this man told me,
but I could not allow myself to doubt the general
fact, that an organization was in progress. I be-

lieved that, on the part of government, a greater
alarm had been excited than there was any just

ground for ; while, on the other hand, it was evi-

dent that a part of the policy of the other party
was to exaggerate the amount of their numbers
and means, for the purpose of gaining an accession

of strength. I knew, however, the materials were

inflammable, and only required ignition to pro-
duce an explosion ; it was, therefore, the impression

upon my mind, that no time was to be lost in

taking measures to prevent the conflagration from

bursting. Agreeable to promise, I communicated
what I had learnt to Mr. Finlay, without letting
him know the source from which I derived my
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any danger was to be apprehended, and advised

that every exertion should be made to relieve their

distress, as the best means of lessening the influ-

ence of those who were attempting to mislead

them. Mr. Finlay again urged it upon me, as a

duty, to lend my assistance, in preserving the

public peace ; when I told him, as I did not be-

lieve there was any immediate danger, before con-

descending upon any detailed measures of pre-
vention, it was necessary to ascertain the actual

progress ofthe organization, which I recommended
should be done without delay, when I would
render any advice my knowledge of the country
and population enabled me. On the 18th of De-
cember I went to New Lanark, where I remained
until the 22d. During the time I continued with
Mr. Owen, we went over the whole practical and
theoretical details of his system. The visit gave
mutual satisfaction, and it was agreed that I should
take the charge of conducting the new arrange-
ments he contemplated, the amount of salary
alone being left undetermined*. Mr. Finlay had

requested me not to close finally with Mr. Owen
during my visit, and wished to see me immediately
on my return. I called upon him the same even-

ing, and, after disposing of the subject of my visit

to Mr. Owen, he recurred to public affairs. He
said, they had made no progress in gaining in-

formation duringmy absence, and the consternation

and alarm were daily increasing among the higher
classes, in consequence of the threats held out and
the menacing appearance the people had assumed;
that it was impossible to impose any check, with-

*
It may be proper to mention here, that, during this visit,

while conversing on the general state of the country, I informed

Mr. Owen what Mr. Fmlay had requested me to do, and what I

had learned was going forward, and, on my return, I acquainted
Mr. Finlay I had done o.
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out ascertaining who were the leaders ; and he
considered my personal assistance was essential to

enable them to do so. I answered, that, however

necessary he might consider my assistance, it was
a matter which might involve too serious conse-

quences, for me to engage in, without consulting

my friends, and I therefore wished to refer to Mr.
Cockburn and Mr. Jeffrey, for their opinions. To
this proposition he, however, strongly objected :

he said that, confiding in my honour, he had in-

trusted me with an important state secret, be-

lieving it was in my power to render a very im-

portant service to the country ; and, although the

gentlemen mentioned were honourable, upright
men, and might make no improper use of the

information, their political opinions differed from
those who had the government of the country in

their hands, and it would therefore be highly

improper to let them know anything of the mat-
ter. He then added, that he had now the au-

thority of government, to offer me a respect-

able, permanent situation, if I would lend my
assistance to suppress the conspiracy. I told

him, if he had not known enough of me before,

to prevent him from making such a proposition,
the respect he owed to the gentleman, whose
letter had introduced me to him, on that occa-

sion, ought to have protected me from insult;

that he already knew I was incapable of acting
from such a motive ; and that the only one which

could induce me to interfere at all, would be to

endeavour to save a set of men who, goaded on

by their necessities, were rashly and ignorantly

exposing themselves to punishment ; that, in the

event of doing so, the only reward I wished was,
the approbation of good and upright men, upon
whom I could call, if ever I was placed in such a

situation, in after life, as to require their assistance.
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I continued, that I felt very confident I was able

to dissipate the conspiracy, without the necessity
of inflicting punishment on any one, and without
its existence ever being publicly known ; that, to

an absolute certainty, I could effectually prevent
the possibility of any explosion ; but that my far-

ther interference depended upon certain stipula-
tions being complied with, and a rigid adherence
to the plans I should propose. The first of these

was, that, if I failed in inducing the people to aban-
don their foolish project, and it became necessary
to take any of them into custody, all those with
whom I came in contact, or who might be either

directly or indirectly, influenced by my proceed-

ings, or those who might be employed, should be
secure from punishment, however guilty they had
been previously. Second, that I should have full

liberty to try the extent of my influence, with-

out any premature interference on their part,
unless there was an actual danger of open distur-

bance, and when I could no longer be responsible
for the public peace. Third, that in no case
was I to appear in any prosecution, or be called

upon to give evidence. And fourth, that, which-
ever way the matter terminated, Messrs. Jeffrey
and Cockburn should be made acquainted with
the whole of my proceedings. These stipulations

being most solemnly agreed to, I proposed, that

they should find a few men, to become members
of the confederacy, and, for the purpose of prevent-

ing any deception or collusion, that none of them
should know of another being employed; by
which means the information given by one would
be checked by another. In this way I calculated,
that timely notice could be received before any
real danger approached, and, at the same time, find

out the quarters where my influence could be
most promptly and effectually exerted, to induce
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them to abandon their scheme. That I should
have no communication with the persons so em-

ployed, neither should they know anything of me,
and as everything depended upon profound se-

cresy, I would hold no intercourse with any per-
son filling an official situation under government.
All. these points were approved arid agreed upon,
and Mr. Reddie was substituted for the sheriff of

the county, to whom and Mr. Finlay all my inter-

course was confined. As a check upon the whole,
the line of conduct I marked out for myself was,
to get into the confidence of one person, who
had influence amongst them, and was acquainted
with the arcana of the business, which, as soon
as I had effected, I should be able to convince of its

absurdity, and make him instrumental in persua-

ding the others to abandon it; for which purpose I

determined to ply M'Lachlan, who had already
committed himself to me. In effecting this object,
two difficulties presented themselves. I could

not obtain his confidence in any other manner,
than by allowing him to believe I approved of the

measures they were pursuing, and, if I did so,

it would naturally occur that I ought to come
forward, with all my influence, in their support ;

but this objection I obviated, by saying, I was
too well known to make any prominent appear-
ance. Next, that, although I might secure him

personally from danger, he might be the means of

instigating others, and extending the conspiracy

by the indirect encouragement he received from

me, before I had him sufficiently in my power;
but this apparent difficulty I made the chief

means of preventing the extension of the organi-
zation. My proceedings required to be conducted
with the utmost caution. Being aware of the

man's situation, (although not yet sufficiently ac-

quainted with his personal character,) I gave him
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small sums of money, to relieve his necessities,

regulated so as not to excite suspicion, as being
above what I was able to afford. So far this had the

effect, but I soon found him so completely worth-

less, that I could attach little credit to any of his

statements. My first object was, to ascertain how
far the organization extended through the coun-

try ; if there were any persons of repectability or

intelligence connected with it ; if any correspon-
dence had taken place with the manufacturing
counties of England, then also in a state of fer-

ment ; and to adapt my measures to the circum-

stances. However, after having several confer-

ences with this man, I found his statements so

incredible and incongruous, so much at variance,
at one time compared with another, that I was
unable to arrive at any thing definite, and, after

losing nearly a fortnight, contrary to my original

intention, I was obliged to make him introduce
me to another of the party.

I was also completely deceived in the opinion
I had formed, when the government could not

furnish a single individual capable of getting ad-

mission amongst them, although I had pointed
out the quarters which I thought accessible ; for,

like many others, I imagined they had always at

hand a number of experienced agents, to meet

any exigency. By many persons it may be con-

sidered creditable to our government, that they
were not so provided ; but of this I must be

allowed to express my doubt. With those who
consider the prevention of crime preferable to its

punishment, some such means of doing it will

always be considered necessary, and, until society
is differently constituted, and governments have

recourse to the primary principle of ameliorating
the condition of the people, and resting the means
of prevention in a superior education, and the
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diffusion of a better system of practical morality,
I see no other remedy. Judging from the particu-
lar case before us, two or three intelligent persons,
that could have been fully depended upon, would
have been of more benefit than a whole host of such
men as they employed, and would have avoided

the positive evil they committed. They pro-
duced all the bad effects that can result from an

organized system of espionage, (which, in any
shape or degree, is an evil only to be tolerated in

the most extreme cases of necessity,) without any
of the good. The gang, let loose upon this occa-

sion, belonged chiefly to the police establishment

of Edinburgh, the local officers being too well

known. They were not made acquainted with

particulars, but were given to understand there

were some secret measures going on against the

government, which they were to endeavour, by all

means, to discover ; the local officers also got a

general notification, which, without being of any
service, enabled them to assist in the howl, and
add to the mass of misrepresentation. Such men
might be qualified to associate with and ferret

out thieves, but could form no conception of and
were unfit to be intrusted with an affair of national

importance ; they frequented taprooms and public-

houses, overheard the conversation of isolated in-

dividuals, with their passions excited and irritated

by suffering. Immediately a report was made,
that a great number of persons were assembled
in such a house plotting to overturn the go-
vernment ; one heard there were secret meetings
here ; another there were arms concealed there ;

a third, that there was to be a general insurrec-

tion on such a day, or such a night, until the ma-

gistrates were put into such a state of terror and

alarm, that it was with difficulty they could be con-

vinced I could give them notice, in time, to pre-
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vent them from being assassinated *. These vague
rumours and alarms brought informations from a
thousand quarters. I had scarcely a friend or

acquaintance,whose political opinions were known
to be liberal, that was not denounced, and whose
real character I had not to explain and defend.

It was not the least curious part of this solemn

farce, that my own proceedings were traced and

reported upon, and I was frequently treated, on
an evening, with a portrait of my character, that

rendered it difficult for me to discover my own

identity. Yet, upon no better authority, repre-
sentations of the state of the provinces are fre-

quently made, forwarded to the Secretary of State,

put into a green bag, and gravely submitted

to the Committees of Parliament, who legislate

upon them, never for a moment doubting the

possibility of the inaccuracy of a report made by
the resident magistracy, unmindful of the axiom

applied to philosophers by the ingenious author

of Lacon, that magistrates, like travellers, are

often better informed, as to what is going on
abroad than at home.
The name of the second person, to whom I

found it necessary to be introduced, was Camp-
bell; and, as he subsequently made a conspicuous

* The magistrates of Glasgow were not in the secret, depending
wholly upon Messrs. Finlay and Reddie, who assured them they
were in correspondence with a person who would apprise them
when any serious danger approached. This assurance, however,
was not always sufficient to allay their apprehension. The Lord

Provost was so much alarmed, that he would not sleep in his own
house for several nights, although assured, by his friends, he

was in perfect safety. On one occasion I was waited for, at eleven

o'clock at night; as he would not venture to his bed, until Mr. Fin-

lay actually saw the person, in consequence of some rumours he had
heard during the day. These rumours were purposely set afloat,

to deceive the magistrates, and even Mr. Finlay, although apprised
it was a part of the policy, was not always free from their influence,

daily references being made to me to ascertain the truth*
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figure in the Court of Justiciary, and his conduct
became the subject of a motion in Parliament, I

will describe his situation and character, as far as

they came under my observation. He was also

an operative weaver, in extreme poverty, but had

previously been more favourably situated; na-

turally shrewd and firm in character, his informa-

tion and judgment were above mediocrity ; tinc-

tured with enthusiasm, the difficulties of his situ-

ation had blinded his judgment, and he felt

confident of success in the scheme they were pur-

suing. I found him cautious, and, for a time,

ambiguous ; but, in comparing all his statements,
never found him violate truth. I had no previous

knowledge of him, but soon discovered he was
much better adapted to my purpose than M'Lach-

lan, and I took the same method of getting into

his confidence, by occasionally giving him small

sums of money. I never entertained a doubt,
from the good sense he possessed, of being able to

convince him of the absurdity of the measures

they were pursuing : it however required both

time and caution, as I should have lost all influ-

ence over him, had he at first entertained the

least suspicion of my real design. Much has been
said of my instigating these men, in the prelimi-

nary part of my proceedings ; but such was not

the fact. They certainly, for a time, believed me
friendly to the measure. Any directions, how-

ever, which I gave them (although they were un-

conscious of it,) were a direct check upon the or-

ganization, which would have extended with

greater rapidity, had it been left to its natural

course. M'Lachlan had represented to me, that

their connexion extended over all the western

counties of Scotland, and through part of Stir-

ling, Perth and Forfar shires ; that they were in

correspondence with the manufacturing counties
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of England, they being similarly organized ; that

many people, of property and respectability, were

connected with them ;
and that they had a con-

siderable quantity of arms provided. This was a

delusion which the leaders practised upon the

members of the confederacy, as well as every per-
son they solicited to join them ; when, in point of

fact, it never extended beyond the neighbourhood
of Glasgow. It required a considerable time to

correct those misrepresentations, which I accom-

plished partly by Campbell, as I progressively got
into his confidence, and partly by other means. I

was, however, obliged to obtain this information

indirectly, and by piecemeal ; for, when I asked a

direct question, I was pressed to become a mem-
ber, and they would acquaint me with everything.
In these cases, I had to repeat my reasons for de-

clining, and gave them the strongest injunctions
not to let any of their associates know that I had

any knowledge of their proceedings. From my
acquaintance with the leading men in the manu-

facturing towns and villages, in Scotland and
several parts of England, they constantly solicited

me to point out the proper persons for them to

apply to, who were most likely to be useful in ex-

tending the organization. To keep up appear-
ances, I several times complied with their request,

and, in some instances, advised such delegations,
but gave the names of men who, I knew, had too

much judgment and prudence to engage in it ; and
where I had any fear of their coming in contact

with persons who might be misled by their mis-

representations, I previously gave those persons

warning, and put them upon their guard*; so

* As this will probably meet the eye of a person who was, at

the time, secretary to the Reform Committee of a certain town, of

some note, and a correspondent of Major Cartwright, I would re-

mind him that he ought to have had the candour to acknowledge
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that, in no instance, did they succeed, which tan-

talized and disgusted the parties sent upon mis-

sions, fomented divisions, and exhausted the tri-

fling funds they were able to command. I did

not condescend to use dissimulation, by any argu-
ments in favour of their plans. I obtained all

my information by pointing out difficulties, and

bringing forward objections. I knew the whole

history of the organization formed in Ireland,
which led to the rebellion in 1798, and the attempt
in 1803, as well as those formed in England and

Scotland, from 1793 to 1798, both from the public
documents, and from personal acquaintance with

parties who had been actors in them all. I pro-
duced the minutes of evidence taken by the Par-

liamentary Committees, to show them the impossi-

bility of any secret organization existing without

coming to the knowledge ofgovernment,whichhad
the effect of shaking their faith, and making them
condescend more particularly on the means they
had taken to avoid detection ; but, like all other

persons, similarly situated, they believed they
were a great deal wiser than those who had gone
before them.

After being introduced to Campbell, I paid
little more attention to M'Lachlan, than merely
to keep him in countenance, and finding the total

inefficiency of the whole tribe of emissaries em-

ployed by authority, I was obliged to point out a

person who I thought competent to the purpose,
and the channel through which I believed he

might be induced to engage in the undertaking.
This person was personally known to me, but had

the caution I gave him, in place of assisting, in the hue and cry
that was raised against me, for being an instigator. I am not ig-

norant of the perverted statements and misrepresentations sent to

Mr. Wooler and the editors of several other papers, as well as dif-

ferent members of parliament, nor of the reason why they had noi

all the effect that was desired by the writers.
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the employment ; nor had I any communication
whatever with him relative to it, his reports being
made to Mr. Finlay and Mr. Reddie, and by them
communicated to me. He was employed early in

January, 1817 ; it was, however, about the end of

that month, or the beginning of February, before

he was admitted a member, from which period
their meetings were regularly attended, and colla-

teral information being received from other quar-
ters, by the middle of February the true state

of the matter came to be accurately known. By
that time I had succeeded so completely with

Campbell, that he had thrown off all reserve, so

that the checks to all attempts at misrepresenta-
tion, by any single party, were so multiplied, that

deception could no longer be practised. From
the moment I got fully into his confidence, I

turned round upon him, using every argument
I was master of, to show him the utter impossibi-

lity of reforming the government by the means

they were pursuing, and the positive certainty of

such pursuits ending in their own ruin and de-

struction. I used similar arguments to M'Lach-
lan; but not considering him of much conse-

quence, I did not take the same pains to convince

him. With Campbell I had completely succeeded :

he had not only agreed to give it up himself, but
had engaged to use his influence with the others

to do so also. Events, however, occurred in

another quarter, which baffled all my calculations.

Being satisfied in my own mind, that I would
come to a final agreement with Mr. Owen, I com-
menced winding up my private business immedi-

ately, on my return from Lanark, in December, as

formerly mentioned. Mr. Finlay considered it

would be proper to have a specific salary agreed
upon, sufficient to command the necessary degree
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of comfort and respectability ; and his view

being, to leave nothing in a state of uncertainty,
he wrote to Mr. Owen, early in January, sta-

ting his opinion of the amount he considered
me entitled to. Mr. Owen immediately wrote me,
in return, that he conceived we were perfectly

competent to settle our own business, without the

interference of a third party ; and, after the inter-

change of several letters, it was arranged to meet,
in Mr. Finlay's house, on the 19th of January, for

the purpose of closing the engagement. When
we met, on that occasion, Mr. Owen said, that

salary was a matter of such minor consideration,
that it never ought to be named ; that the im-

provements he contemplated were too important,
to render that an object ; and, as he felt perfectly
satisfied with me, if I chose to leave the arrange-
ments to him, he would secure to me all the com-
fort and respectability which a situation of so

much importance required. I had previously
consulted Mr. Jeffrey, Mr. Cockburn and my other

friends, and, as they fully approved of my closing
the engagement, I, without hesitation, agreed;
making no other stipulation than, in case of any
accident occurring to him, I should be secured in

six months' salary corresponding with the rate my
expenses were found to require. Mr. Owen was
in a short time going to London, to propose those

plans to parliament and the public, which have
since excited so much interest ; and, as we had

fully concocted everything respecting them, he
wished me to complete my arrangements with as

much celerity as possible, that I might be able to

take my charge before he went away. Early in

February, I succeeded in getting my private busi-

ness arranged in such a manner, that a visit or

two to Glasgow would have enabled me to finish

it. I calculated also that, from my situation at
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Lanark, I could have prosecuted my plan for the

dissolution of the confederacy, with equal advan-

tage as if I had remained in Glasgow. It never

was my intention to appear personally amongst
the party, or attend their meetings, unless all

other means of inducing them to dissolve it had
failed. My view was, to do everything hy the

agency of others, and, as I then knew nearly its

extent and the description of people engaged, I

considered I could bring my influence to bear,
with equal force and less suspicion. I could not,

however, get Mr. Finlay and Mr. Reddie con-

vinced of the propriety of my leaving Glasgow.
They said they could not conduct matters pro-

perly without my assistance, and had no confi-

dence, unless I remained upon the spot; and,
after a good deal of argument, I at length com-

plied with their request; and, acquainting Mr.
Owen with the delay, very reluctantly allowed him
to proceed to London without my removing.

It will now be proper to narrate, more par-

ticularly, the origin and progress of the con-

federacy. From all the information obtained, it

appeared to have commenced immediately after

the meeting held at Thrush Grove, in the neigh-
bourhood of Glasgow, on the 29th October,
1816, which has already been described. A very
strong excitement was produced by that event,
and some persons, in Calton, (one of the suburbs
ofGlasgow, who were in desperate circumstances,)

entertaining an idea that parliament would pay
no attention to the petitions for reform and re-

dress of grievances, unless means were taken
to compel them, entered into a mutual agree-
ment to adopt more efficient measures, to force
a reform, which they believed was not to be
obtained in any other manner. It was never pre-
cisely ascertained what number there were at the
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commencement, their own accounts varying con-

siderably ; for,, while they believed they were

likely to succeed, all were anxious to assume
the merit of being one of the original founders.

They had no specific plan, or well defined object,
in view ; but they bound themselves, under a se-

cret obligation, not to divulge any proposition,
made by any of the members. They were deeply

impressed with the belief, that a government that

had placed them in such a situation, must have
been weakly and partially administered ; which
view they considered so just and reasonable in

itself, that it could never be doubted by others ;

that there was, therefore, nothing to oppose a

change but a very few persons, directly supported
by the system of corruption, who were compara-
tively so trifling in number, and so contemptible
in themselves, that they could offer no effectual

resistance ; that it was only necessary for the suf-

fering classes, to understand one another, to enable

them to drive the corruptionists , from the helm,
and take upon themselves the government, which

they were much better qualified to reform and
administer. However ridiculous and absurd these

opinions may appear, it is not the less true, that

they existed. None but minute and accurate

observers are aware of the peculiarity of character

and opinions, produced by insulated association

among the different ranks of men, and their abso-

lute ignorance respecting the true character and

feelings of each other, as society is at present con-

stituted. These men saw nothing but misery and
distress among the great mass of the people around

them; the public press informed them, that all

the country was in a similar situation ; and that

this distress and unequal distribution had their

origin in the errors of our institutions, and the

mal-administration of our government. Under
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such circumstances, what conclusion could they
draw ; but that it was only the few, interested in

the continuance of the system, who did not desire

a change, against whom, they considered, was

ranged the interest of the whole labouring popu-
lation and physical power of the country. Hear-

ing only one opinion, it was not to be supposed
they could calculate the difficulty of bringing this

force to bear, admitting it to have been united in

sentiment; and an enlightened government, on

viewing the total inadequacy of their means to

effect their purpose, might have found it neces-

sary to keep them under restraint, but it would
have considered them fitter subjects for a lunatic

asylum than a scaffold. Amongst them were some
men, who had been members of the unions in Ire-

land and Scotland, at the periods formerly alluded

to, and something upon a similar principle to the

affiliated societies of that time naturally suggested
itself; but, although the plan they adopted was

nearly the same, it attained nothing like the ex-

tent or perfection of organization of those associ-

ations. Neither the absolute amount of their

numbers, nor its progressive advance, was accu-

rately known, even by themselves ; for, in this, as

well as in many other things, they deceived each
other. They had, at first, all assembled together,
and,, as their numbers increased, they formed
small primary societies, consisting of from twelve
to sixteen members. A delegate from a certain

number of the primary societies formed a divisional

committee, who again sent one delegate, to form
a central or general committee. For ,the execu-

tive, or general government, the central commit-
tee appointed a select one, by ballot, whose names
were only known to the secretary and treasurer ;

but the whole organization was more nominal
than real, they having neither ability nor means
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to render it efficient. It was a part of the plan,
that small sums, such as a penny per week, should

be collected from each member ; but the general

poverty prevented them from carrying it into

execution ; and they never had, at any one time,

ten shillings in the hands of the treasurer. An
obligation, to keep all the proceedings secret, was
taken by every member, on admission. Signs and
words were agreed upon, to enable them to dis-

tinguish each other ; and, according to their own
account, these forms were more than once changed
and modified. As the ulterior proceedings, in

parliament and before the Court of Justiciary,

depended more upon the form than upon the sub-

stance, I shall distinctly state how the information

was obtained. When the person, whom I caused

to be employed, was admitted a member, it was

found, that an obligation was first exacted, not to

disclose what should be afterwards revealed ; and
then the oath, or bond of union, explaining the

nature and purpose of the association, was admi-

nistered. This corresponded with the general
account given me by Campbell ; but, to prevent

deception, it was necessary to get a confirmation

from more points than one. I had never conde-

scended upon the particulars, but, as he had, by
this time, communicated all the general facts to

me and put himself completely in my power, I

took the first opportunity of ascertaining the de-

tails, which agreed exactly with the other ac-

count*. These statements being only verbal, Mr.

* Let me here remark, that I have no intention to blink the

question, by having recourse to any Jesuitical casuistry or meta-

physical subtility, to justify myself by the evasion of any matter of

form. I despise all such canting hyprocritical artifice. I consider

the implied confidence placed in me in exactly the same light as if

a thousand forms had been gone through, and if a higher and purer
motive cannot be assigned for my moral justification, and if the

proofs of that motive cannot be collected, from this detail of cir-
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Finlay expressed great anxiety to obtain a copy,
from some of the members, in writing; and, a

short time after, the person alluded to procured
one for him from one of the parties. I never saw
either this, or any other copy, in writing. It was,

however, the identical document that made such
a noise in the House of Commons, and was, I

believe, perfectly correct. It made a very im-

posing appearance at the time ; but as it has, like

many other things that have served their purpose,

long been consigned to the tomb of all the Capu-
lets, I will here transcribe it, for the purpose of

refreshing the memory of my readers.
" In the awful presence of God, I, A. B., do

voluntarily swear, that 1 will persevere in my en-

deavouring to form a brotherhood of affection,

amongst Britons of every description, who are

considered worthy of confidence ; and that I will

persevere in my endeavours to obtain, for all the

people in Great Britain and Ireland, not disqua-
lified by crimes or insanity, the elective franchise

at the age of twenty-one, with free and equal re-

presentation, and annual parliaments ; and that I

will support the same to the utmost of my power,
either by moral or physical strength, as the case

may require. And I do farther swear, that neither

hopes, fears, rewards nor punishments shall in-

duce me to inform on, or give evidence against,

any member or members, collectively or indi-

vidually, for any act or expression done or made,
in or out, in this or similar societies, under the

punishment of death, to be inflicted on me by any

cumstances, I leave myself open to the unconditional reprobation
of those whose system of ethics is founded upon the trick and juggle
of evasion, the essence of whose religion is hypocrisy, and the
virtue of whose characters consists in the ingenuity and dexterity
of concealment.
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itiember or members of such societies. So help
me God, and keep me steadfast."

Formidable and awful as this obligation may
appear, upon paper, as the matter developed it-

self, it was found to exist more in name than in

reality. During the whole of the month of Janu-

ary, and a few days in February, while the ex-

tent of the confederacy was but imperfectly
known, by assembling occasionally all those who
were unemployed in the suburbs of Glasgow, un-

der the pretext of promoting the prosecutions

against the parishes, they had succeeded in keep-

ing up anxiety and alarm ; but, upon getting to

the bottom of all their pretexts and deceptions, I

found that no person, ofrespectability or influence,

even among the labouring classes, was connected
with them. That a very few ofthe better informed,
of that description,had been deceived,by their mis-

representations, to become members ; but, as soon
as they learnt the real state of the fact, they im-

mediately withdrew ; and, with the exception of a

very few persons, in some of the surrounding vil-

lages, it had extended to no other part of the

country.
All the towns, petitioning for reform, had ap-

pointed standing committees, and were keeping
up an active correspondence with one another;
but they had no connexion whatever with this

confederacy. From the appearance of the metro-

polis and some of the northern counties, I had all

along felt great anxiety to know the true state of

their relations with England, feeling conscious it

would not be so easy to induce them to break up
the organization, if operated upon by any external

influence. Every means were taken to evade this

point with me, by ambiguous expressions and

inuendoes, until they could no longer conceal the

true state of the case, when they admitted, they



81

liad no intercourse with England whatever, and had

only made use of it, as a stratagem, to induce peo-

ple to join them*. They were anxious to conceal

this, as long as possible, in the hope they would
be able to raise money to dispatch delegates to

England. I latterly encouraged the idea of this

delegation ; for, had it been necessary, I calcula-

ted upon thereby cutting off their last hope.

They knew nothing of the country, nor the per-
sons to apply to, and whoever they might have
sent upon the mission, I could have had entirely
at my disposal. From the first week in February,
their meetings were attended, and regular reports
made of their proceedings, and having, by that

means, obtained a complete command over them,

by the 13th or 14th, I was fully acquainted with

every particular.
As my knowledge of the actual circumstances

increased, the difficulties diminished, and, having
now learnt the extent of the field I had to act

upon, I considered the proper time had arrived,

to take direct measures to suppress it. On the

16th I had a long conference with Campbell,
when I abandoned all indirect arguments. I

placed before him, in the strongest point of view,

the utter hopelessness and impracticability of suc-

*
Mystery has a much more powerful influence over the human

mind than reality, and has always been more successfully prac-
tised. The deceptions which the French emigrants practised

upon each other at Coblentz, (as related by Las Cases,) was

acted, over again, in this instance. A report was circulated,

that they were to get possession of a depot of arms, amounting to

15,000 stand, which had been provided by the organization of 1793,

and had remained concealed, in good condition, from that time
;

and, ridiculous as it may appear, it was believed by many. The

exposure of one deception does not prevent the success of another ;

for, the same delusions, which were practised at this period, were

successful again, in 1819 and 1820. A government, however, is

unjustifiable, that either makes it a pretext, or allows itself to be

duped and precipitated into obnoxious measures, by such absurd

reports or false alarms.

G
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ceeding in their scheme, and the positive evil that

would result, to society and themselves, if they

persisted. I succeeded in convincing him of the

impropriety of farther personal interference, and

my next step was, to induce him to use what in-

fluence he possessed, to make his associates act in

a similar manner. I had learned, that he and
M'Lachlan had been parties to it from its first

commencement, and that they were members of

the nominal central committee ; that the confe-

deracy had been kept alive by the exertions of a

very few persons, with all ofwhom he was person-

ally acquainted ; and he felt confident, his leaving
them would have considerable influence ; that, as

they had been completely deceived, in not getting

any persons, of property or ability, to join them
in Scotland, all their hopes now rested on opening
a communication with England, where they ex-

pected tomeetwith more encouragement; forwhich

purpose, they were in treaty with one or two per-
sons, in superior circumstances, who had held out

hopes of advancing as much money as to enable

them to defray the expense of a delegation to Car-

lisle. This rendered my calculation certain. I

then felt secure, even if they should succeed in

raising the necessary sum, it would afford me the

means of defeating them effectually.
For the purpose of strengthening Campbell's

determination, I saw him upon the 19th, and again
on the 21st, and completely confirmed him in his

resolution. Through the medium of the person

attending their meetings, I was apprised the cen-

tral committee was to meet on the evening of the

22d. This information was confirmed to me by
Campbell, when he faithfully promised it would
be the last meeting he should attend ; and he was
to embrace the opportunity it afforded, of reason-

ing with those of his associates whom he con-



83

sidered of most consequence, to endeavour to de-

tach them also from the confederacy. I never
saw this person afterwards, and I will now relate

the proceedings, which occurred in another quar-
ter, during this last eventful week.

I was in the practice of meeting Mr. Finlay
and Mr. Reddie, every second or third evening, or

oftener, as the case might require. These meet-

ings took place, first, in Mr. Finlay's house, and

afterwards, to avoid suspicion, in that of Mr.
Reddie, where the various reports they received
were discussed, and misrepresentations corrected.

On the evenings of the 17th and 19th of February,
I informed them of the progress I had made with

Campbell, and the confident hope I entertained,
of being able to dissipate the confederacy, in a

very short time, without the necessity of having
recourse to coercive measures. I also pointed
out the advantages that might be derived from
the delegation to England, admitting them to be
able to carry it into effect. On the evening of the

21st, I repeated this assurance, in a still stronger
manner, my confidence daily increasing with the

knowledge of every new fact. The Report of the
Secret Committee of the House of Lords had, that

day, arrived in Glasgow, and Mr. Reddie presented
it, for my perusal, requesting my opinion as to the
effect it was likely to produce. I told him, I be-

lieved it would make a very strong impression ;

for, although it did not mention Glasgow in the
list of disaffected places, it would be seen that

government was in possession of specific informa-
tion as to the situation of the places named in

England ; and I was therefore of opinion, it would
act as a powerful auxiliary, in deterring persons
from assisting, or joining the confederacy. My
opinion seemed to give perfect satisfaction ; and,
in consequence of having a full knowledge of
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every transaction, and no danger being to be ap-

prehended, it was agreed I should proceed with my
plan, to break it up as soon as possible. I was to

meet them again on the evening of the 23d ; but the

reader may judge of my astonishment and sur-

prise, when the report reached me, on the morn-

ing of that day, that the whole of the parties were
taken into custody, at the meeting, the previous

evening, and were then lodged in jail.

Judging this proceeding apart from any breach

of faith with me, it was either intended, or it was
taken advantage of, to make it form a very promi-
nent feature in the general measures of the period;
and, as various opinions may be formed of the

merits, or demerits, of the parties concerned, to

enable a more correct conclusion to be drawn, I

will give a brief summary of other events which

appear to have been connected with it.

I have already frequently alluded to the general
ferment in the country, and the efforts made by
the advocates for reform to have petitions ready
by the meeting of parliament. On the 20th of

January, Cashman was found guilty of felony, at

the Old Bailey Sessions, arising out of the riots at

the Spafield meeting on the 2d of December. At
the same time a charge of conspiracy was preferred

against Dr.Watson and some others,who traversed.

On the 22d, a meeting of delegates, from various

quarters of the country, was held in London, for

the purpose of coming to a definite arrangement
on the heads of a reform bill, to be brought into

parliament, which was to meet on the 28th. In
the speech from the throne, no mention was made
of disaffection, but the Prince Regent, in returning
from the House of Lords, was attacked and in-

sulted by the rabble ; and on the 3d of February, a

message was sent to both houses of parliament,

describing many parts of the country as being in
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a disturbed state, and secret committees were
moved for, to receive the necessary information
and report. Within a few days after the meeting
of parliament, above one thousand petitions, for

reform and retrenchment, were presented, signed

by more than half a million of persons. On the

6th, the secret committees were appointed, and on
the 7th, Watson, Preston, Castles, &c. were ap-

prehended, by warrant of the Secretary of State.

On the 10th, the third Spafield meeting was held,
where Mr. Hunt vilified all the leading reformers.

On the 14th, Castles was said to have made dis-

closures, and Watson, Preston, &c. were com-
mitted to the Tower, under a charge of high
treason. At the same time, a reward of 500/.

each was offered for the apprehension of Thistle-

wood and young Watson, upon a similar charge.
On the 18th, the Lords' Committee made their

report, which stated, that secret societies existed

at Manchester, Nottingham, Sheffield, Leicester,

&c., who were in communication with others of
the same description in London. On the 19th,
the Committee of the House of Commons made a
more detailed report. It stated, there was a ge-
neral plan of insurrection by the organized socie-

ties, which extended over all the northern counties

of England ; that arms were provided to a con-

siderable extent in London ; that at Glasgow, and
several other towns in Scotland, secret societies also

existed, where they made use of the reform meet-

ings, as a cover for their real design; that they
were in correspondence with England, and were to

act simultaneously with it ; and they had likewise

arms provided. On the 21st, a Bill, to suspend
the Habeas Corpus Act, was notified in the House
of Lords, which was passed on the 24th. On the

26th, the account of the arrests in Glasgow arrived

in London, and the same evening the first jead-
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ing of the Suspension Bill came on in the House
of Commons. It had been agreed, in the Secret

Committee, that the oath or obligation of the con-

federacy at Glasgow should not be made public ;

but the ministry being pressed in the debate to

show more substantial proofs of the disaffection

which they asserted existed in the country, the

Lord Advocate of Scotland rose in his place, and,
with the greatest solemnity, read the document

formerly transcribed, which produced a strong
sensation in the house. This was a proof positive,
that could not be resisted, particularly when he

added, that there were many of the higher orders

of society engaged in the conspiracy, and that it

consisted of many thousands! The unbelieving
members were silenced and were afraid to show a

scepticism, which might call forth something still

more horrifying, and on the 28th the bill passed
the house withoutfarther enquiry !

On the morning of the 23d ofFebruary, the ac-

count of the apprehension of the parties at the

meeting came upon me like a thunderbolt. All

the consequences rushed upon my mind with the

withering influence of the Sirocco. I saw all my
plans, to convince these deluded men of the ab-

surdity of their conduct, and my attempt to save

them from punishment, frustrated, when success

had become almost certain, and myself relent-

lessly and unfeelingly compromised and sacrificed.

I was at once fully aware of the intention of the

measure, and it was obvious to me, if the case

could be established for the ministry, little regard
would be paid to the manner it would operate

upon me, and from the narrow circle to which I

had confined the information, and the manner I

had reason to believe it had been communicated,
I calculated to a certainty on being exposed.
After the breach of faith with me, I should have
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been justified in making a public exposure of the

whole, but it would have been of no benefit to

myself, and done a positive injury to the parties
accused. In the heat and irritation of the public
mind, my motives would have been misconstrued
and perverted by all parties, and I should have

got credit from none. Those who were friendly
to a reform in the representation (among whom
almost all my personal friends were numbered),
would have considered any connexion whatever
with the party opposed, however much good
it might have accomplished, or however pure my
motives, of itself sufficient to damn me. If the

disclosure was calculated to militate against the

measures of the ministry, all their partizans would
have turned round upon me, endeavoured to inva-

lidate my testimony, and held me up as a person un-

worthy of credit ; while a statement of the facts

would have been no justification, and would have

seriously prejudiced the case of the accused before

trial, even admitting I had acted as an instigator
or participator in the crime charged. In that

view, I determined to remain silent, however much
I might suffer ; to exert all my influence, which
I considered would rather be increased than di-

minished by the fear of exposing their conduct,
to check all false information ; and, above all, to

prevent any prosecution being instituted against
those with whom I had communicated, or who
had been directly or indirectly influenced, by the

conduct of any persons employed.
In these cogitations, almost bursting with in-

dignation, I passed that, to me, memorable and
miserable day, waiting with impatience for the

time of appointment, to hear what justification
Mr. Finlay could make for his conduct. When
the hour at last arrived, I hastened to the house
of Mr. Reddie, where I met Mr. Finlay. Irrita-
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ted almost to fury, I branded him with a breach

of the agreement, made with me, in taking the

men into custody, when in the full knowledge of

everything being perfectly safe, and for uselessly
and unnecessarily compromising me. He first

endeavoured to pacify me, and then to justify

himself, he said, that peremptory instructions

had been received, from Lord Sidmouth, to appre-
hend all the parties immediately, on the receipt
of the order. I replied, that was no reason why
confidence should have been broken with me, and
that I had a right to have been consulted before

they proceeded to put it in execution. He said

their reason for not doing so was, that they were
aware I would not give my consent, and as they were

obliged to act, they thought it better to do it ivithout

my knowledge. Another reason assigned was,
that the report of the Secret Committee of the

House of Commons would show the conspirators
that government was acquainted with their pro-

ceedings, which might deter them from meeting
again, so that they would not have had another op-

portunity offinding them together! I said, if it had

produced that effect, it was all that was required,
and would have answered the purpose much bet-

ter than the manner in which they had acted ; but

my reasoning could not recal the past, nor alter

the general measures, of which this was only a

part. I determined, however, to render the num-
ber of sufferers as small as possible, and to do all

in my power to mitigate punishment which I

could not altogether avert.

On learning the particulars, I found that seven-

teen or eighteen persons had been apprehended
at the meeting, and several more at their own
houses, during the night. A list of their names
was shown to me, but, with the exception of

Campbell and M'Lachlan, I had no personal
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knowledge of any other, and I insisted that they
should be set at liberty, agreeable to the pledge

given me. Mr. Finlay said that, as they were as

guilty as any of the others, long before I had ever

seen them, he thought I ought not to insist in

protecting them from punishment ; but I was pe-

remptory as to them, as well as every other who,
I could find, had been influenced by them, from
the time they came in contact with me, and he
then gave up the point ; insisting, however, that

the crown lawyers should have the benefit of their

evidence, if they chose to become witnesses. I

told him I had no doubt they would procure
M'Lachlan's evidence, such as it was; with Camp-
bell,! assured him they would have more difficulty;
but it was a matter which must be decided by
the parties themselves, in which I would not at

all interfere.

Warrants were issued for the apprehension of

a great number more; and so little attention was

paid to the accuracy of the information, and so

much anxiety was shown to increase the apparent
magnitude of the confederacy, that, in the confu-

sion of the first few days, several were arrested

who had no connexion whatever with it. I knew
not how far many of them were implicated, but by
remonstrating against them proceeding upon loose

and general information, I prevented a number
frombeing taken into custody; which also caused an

investigation into the cases of those who had been

wrongfully accused, and they were immediately
set at liberty. The sheriff depute of the county
had nominally the management, but Mr. Reddie

virtually conducted the whole official details, and
to that gentleman's humane attention to every

mitigating circumstance, I must bear the strongest

testimony. He evinced the greatest solicitude,
that no person should suffer who was not seriously
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implicated, and was always ready to give weight
to everything that could in the smallest degree

palliate the conduct or ameliorate the sufferings
of those who were involved. Many of their fami-

lies were in the greatest penury, and I strongly
enforced the necessity of making provision for

them ; when Mr. Reddie immediately applied to

the magistrates, who granted them a regular al-

lowance from the public subscription, and addi-

tional sums were privately given in cases of the

greatest necessity and hardship.

Although the crown lawyers had no evidence to

bring any one to trial, but what could be elicited

from accessaries, they were not long in obtaining
their desire with respect to those they had already
in custody, and also every other who had taken

part in, or had any knowledge of, the confederacy.

M'Lachlan*, as I had predicted, was the first who

* This man's conduct was too contemptible to deserve attention,

were it not for the importance subsequently attached to his state-

ments by a certain party, on which account it may be alleged I

have an interest in blackening his character; but to answer all

cavils of that nature, I will state a few incontrovertible facts. At
the time the confederacy commenced, he belonged to the local mi-

litia, had of course taken the oath of allegiance, and was some time

on permanent duty during its continuance. He bound himself to

keep everything connected with that confederacy secret, and told

me all he knew, and something more. Although I did not know
it till afterwards, it was he who furnished the written copy of the

oath produced in the House of Commons, which he wrote from me-

mory, where he said it was too deeply impressed ever to be effaced.

When the parties were apprehended, he was the first to give in-

formation, and was the cause of a number of others being taken into

custody. He became a witness for the crown, against his col-

leagues, and when before the court, upon his oath, could not recol-

lect a sentence of the oath he had furnished, upon which the charge

chiefly rested. He then made an affidavit, charging me with being
the author of the whole plot; which raised him finally to the rank

of a patriot and a martyr. Upon this man's authority, the editor

of a newspaper, in Glasgow, founded charges and published libels

against me, which have done me incalculable injury ;
and by the

false impression they produced upon the public mind, have been se~
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made disclosures. He informed upon every per-
son he knew, and offered to become a witness

without reservation ; and as the examination pro-
ceeded, several others following his example, the

crown lawyers soon became confident of being
able to establish their case. In consequence of
these new informations, I was for two or three

weeks constantly occupied, in endeavouring to

prevent the apprehension of others, or interceding
for those to be set at liberty whom they caused to

be taken into custody*. I was, myself, among
the first against whom M'Lachlan gave informa-

tion, as having a knowledge of their proceedings,
and (as I had anticipated) the course of the ex-

aminations, together with my not being taken into

custody, immediately caused a suspicion, which,
as soon as the precognitions were closed and an

riously prejudicial to the interest of society. He is more indebted

to my forbearance than his own prudence, that he has not been sent

before a jury to answer for his conduct; for the libels have long

ago been submitted to the most eminent counsel at the bar, (of op-

posite political opinions,) who have none of them any doubt as to

the issue. For his conduct there can be no excuse
;
he could not

have seen the man twice without finding there was no credit to be

attached to his statements, yet he thought him a fit subject for a

protegee.

* In consequence of these informations, a person was apprehend-
ed, in whose house I had resided for some time, and who had shown
me great hospitality, when I was in difficulties, on my return from

Ireland, at the end of 1813, and 1 have been accused of basely

requiting his kindness, by giving information against him. It is

only necessary, however, to examine the declarations of M'Kinlay,
in the account of his Trial, afterwards published at Edinburgh, to

ascertain from whom the information was received. The fact was,
the moment I heard he was involved, I did everything in my power
to get him set at liberty ; but was only able to prevent him from

being sent to Edinburgh and put upon his trial ;
and had I not so

interfered, from the greater respectability of his situation in life, he

would have been one of the first selected. Had he been even in-

directly tampered with by any of the parties with whom I came in

contact, I would at once have peremptorily insisted upon his dis-

charge.
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intercourse allowed with their friends, was dis-

seminated and extended abroad.

In consequence of the crown lawyers being

precluded from proceeding against Campbell, and
the view entertained of his general character, they
were exceedingly anxious to get him to become a

witness. Every method they could think of was
resorted to, to induce him to confess ; but, al-

though he was aware several of the others had
made disclosures, he would make no admission
whatever

; and, in this situation, he was sent to

Edinburgh Castle with those they intended to

bring to trial. As the circumstances connected
with this man's becoming a witness for the crown
are both curious and important, I shall distinctly
relate what came within my knowledge, which, in

a great measure, confirms the statement he made
before the High Court of Justiciary. It was be-

lieved he had a knowledge of some particular facts

which they had not arrived at, respecting the per-
sons who had promised to assist them with money
for the delegation to England, which, together
with his general character and deportment, made
them attach great importance to the evidence

they believed he could give. They kept him

ignorant of my having secured him from being-

brought to trial, and the sheriff of the county and
Mr. Salmon, then temporarily acting as procura-
tor fiscal*, plied him in various ways ; but neither

a threatened trial, nor general promises, had any
effect. After the prisoners were removed to Edin-

burgh, Campbell remained for some time equally
inflexible and unbending, and repeated references

were made to me for my opinion and assistance, to
* This gentleman had been partially intrusted in the preliminary

part of the proceedings, in consequence of my suggesting him as

the medium for employing another person. For his share in the

business, he got confirmed in the situation, (which he still holds,)

which appointment would otherwise not have taken place.
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fused to interfere, informing them that, from all

I had seen, they might depend upon anything he

did communicate, but that I would do nothing to

influence him. J was then asked, what effect I

considered offering him a situation under govern-
ment was likely to produce ; but I could only
refer to the general character I had given, and

was told they would try that experiment. I had
no means of knowing personally the manner in

which they ultimately succeeded, but Mr. Drum-
mond informed me, a considerable time before

Campbell made his statement, that they had offered

him a place in the Excise, which he rejected; and
that he, at last, consented, on their agreeing to

furnish him with the means of going to the conti-

nent. The account Mr. Drummond gave me va-

ried in no essential particular from that given by
Campbell, which I believe was substantially cor-

rect, and from other circumstances, within my
own knowledge, the statement he made respecting
Mr. Salmon threatening him at Glasgow, I believe

to have been equally true. I cannot state positively
whether Campbell did or did not contemplate, in

the first instance, to deceive the crown lawyers,

by entering into this agreement, for the purpose
of invalidating his evidence; but I am rather in-

clined to believe, it was an afterthought, arising
out of the long delay, and the opportunity he had
of communicating indirectly with his associates,

who were to be tried. My reason for thinking so

is this : when he agreed to become a witness, he
drew out a very full statement, in writing, of all

their transactions, for the crown lawyers ; and it

was he gave the information that Mr. Kerr* was
* I was personally acquainted with this gentleman, who was in

a respectable situation in life : unobtrusive and inoffensive in his

manners, his deficiency of general knowledge of the world and of

society, had inadvertently led him into this imprudent connexion.
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the person who had promised to procure the mo-

ney for the Carlisle delegation, who was immedi-

ately apprehended, on a Justiciary warrant.

The crown lawyers, believing they had got suffi-

cient evidence to establish their case, two of the

parties were indicted, to stand trial on the 10th of

April. The statute, upon which these indictments
were laid, was passed in the fifty-second year of
the late King, and is entitled,

" An Act to render
more effectual an Act passed in the thirty-seventh
of the same reign, for preventing the adminis-

tration, or taking unlawful oaths ;" and, to ren-

der the case clear and distinct, I shall transcribe

the clauses upon which the charge was founded ;

which are as follow :

" It is, inter alia, enacted, that every person
who shall, in any manner, or form whatsoever,
administer, or cause to be administered, or be

aiding or assisting at the administering of any
oath or engagement, purporting, or intending to

bind the person taking the same to commit any
treason, or murder, or any felony, punishable by
law with death, shall, on conviction thereof, by
due course of law, be adjudged guilty of felony,
and suffer death as a felon, without benefit of

clergy." And further, by section fourth of said

act, it is enacted,
" that persons, aiding and assist-

ing at the administering of any such oath, or en-

gagement, as aforesaid, and persons causing any
such oath or engagement to be administered,

though not present at the administering thereof,

From the representations I made of his character, he was very soon

liberated on bail, and never further troubled. Had I not interfered,

in all probability, he would have been retained in custody, under
the operation of the suspension bill, although it had not been in-

tended to bring him to trial. His case was noticed in the House
of Commons, but was not pressed, in consequence of the member
who brought it up coming to a more accurate knowledge of the

facts.
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shall be deemed principal offenders, and shall be
tried as such, and, on conviction thereof, by due
course of law, shall be adjudged guilty of felony,
and shall suffer death, as felons, without benefit of

clergy ; although the person, or persons, who ac-

tually administered such oath or engagement, if

any such there shall be, shall not have been tried

or convicted." And by section sixth, it is enacted,
" that every engagement or obligation whatsoever,
in the nature of an oath, purporting or intending
to bind the person taking the same, to commit

any treason or murder, or any felony, punishable

by law with death, shall be deemed an oath within

the intent and meaning of this act, in whatever
form or manner the same shall be administered or

taken, and whether the same shall be actually ad-

ministered by any person or persons, to any other

person or persons, or taken by any other person
or persons, without any administration thereof,

by any other person or persons."
Under this statute, the indictments charged the

parties with felony, with an intention to commit

treason, by entering into an engagement to sub-

vert the established government and laws, in at-

tempting to obtain, by physical force and violent

means, universal suffrage and annual parliaments ;

so that, by proving the felony, it constituted, con-

structively, an overt act of treason. No convic-

tion had previously taken place under this statute.

The novelty of the case, the form of drawing out

the indictment, making one capital crime a proof
of another, together with the poverty of the par-
ties accused, and a belief of the utter inadequacy
of their means seriously to affect the government,
aroused the attention of the bar, and seven or

eight of the most eminent counsel, for talent and

character, gratuitously offered their services, to

make a bold and determined stand on the rele-
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vancy of the indictment *. Every argument that

profound legal knowledge and ingenuity could

adduce was brought forward against the form of

the proceeding ; and the court, after hearing plead-

ings on hoth sides, judging it of too much import-
ance to decide upon viva voce arguments, ordered

printed informations, and adjourned the trial.

From the 22d of February, when the men were
taken into custody, my situation had been ago-

nising in the extreme. The most malignant demon
could not have desired to make me suffer more.
While I was strenuously exerting myself in every
possible manner in favour of the accused, and con-

demning the principle of the whole proceedings
against them, I was denounced as an emissary of
the government, and the instigator of the whole.

A thousand absurd and even contradictory reports
were whispered and circulated to my prejudice, and,
however inconsistent, were all credited. I was

importuned by my friends to adopt some method
of refuting those unfounded calumnies, but was

obliged to evade their questions, or remain impe-
netrably silent ; and, in a short time, the feeling

* Just and wholesome laws are not of more importance to society
than their proper administration, and the first requisite to accom-

plish that object, is to secure for the accused an impartial trial.

Aside from party questions, (which this may perhaps be considered)
it is impossible to omit mentioning the eminently disinterested con-

duct, which has, of late years, distinguished the gentlemen of the

Scotch bar, in encountering the two greatest enemies to justice,

poverty and ignorance, on the part of the accused. In all cases

affecting public liberty or of individual oppression, they have volun-

tarily offered their services without money and without price; nor
does this alone apply to men of second-rate talent, or the young as-

pirants wishing to force themselves into notice, but to men of the

first abilities and best-established practice, which is more, I am
afraid, than can be said for their brethren in England. In the me-

tropolis, indeed, the periodical press makes up a part of the de-

ficiency, and relatively the account may stand thus : In Scotland
the bar is everything, and the press (till very lately, and yet with
few exceptions) comparatively nothing ;

in the metropolis, the prett*
is everything, and the bar nothing without money.
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excited was so strong, and the prejudice so deeply
rooted, that no explanation or justification would
have been listened to, or become available, admit-

ting I had been in a condition to make it. My
remaining in Glasgow for a considerable time,

without having anything ostensible to do, gave an

appearance of truth to many of these reports.
When I closed my engagement with Mr. Owen,

I informed Mr. Jeffrey that I should experience
some difficulty in winding up my business, and fit-

ting out my establishment at New Lanark in the

manner I could wish, in consequence of having a

considerable quantity of goods on hand, which I

could not for sometime turn into money, without

considerable loss, and also accounts lying out which
would require time to collect. Mr. Jeffrey wrote

me in reply, that he fully approved of my engage-
ment, and any accommodation I might require
was at my service. He had at the time to go to

London on professional business, and some delay
took place before he remitted me ; but I immedi-

ately commenced my preparations, and early in

February sent a considerable portion of my furni-

ture to New Lanark. I put my goods in a train

of being sold, and from that period my warehouse
was nearly shut up. When Mr. Owen went to

London, it was agreed that I should go to Lanark,
as soon as I could conveniently get away ; but a

short time after I received intimation, that he did

not wish me to remove until his return, which,

contrary to his expectation, was protracted to the

middle of April ; and I determined to remain in

Glasgow until his arrival, and inform him of all

the particulars that had occurred.

When I found it would be impossible to

prevent some of the parties from being brought
to trial, and that it was resolved to proceed

against them capitally, I determined, if they sue-

H
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eeeded in getting a conviction, and all my private
remonstrances proved unavailing, to publish the

whole proceedings, which I calculated would ar-

rest the execution of their sentence. Beyond that

period I was not pledged to be silent, and I had
a short statement of facts prepared, which would

immediately have appeared ; an incident, how-

ever, occurred, by which I expected to be able to

do it more effectually. I formerly mentioned,
that the trial of two of the parties was fixed for the

10th of April, and, late in the evening of the 9th, a

citation was left at my house, to appear on the

trial, at Edinburgh, next morning, as an exculpa-

tory evidence. I never have been able to learn

the real intention of this measure, on the part of

the prisoners, but it occurred to me that, in con-

sequence of the reports circulated, that I was in

connexion with government, it was intended to

take advantage of my absence, under an impres-
sion that the shortness of the notice would put it

out of my power to be present, to charge me with

being an instigator; or, perhaps, if I was seriously

implicated, that I should not dare to make my
appearance at all. To prevent any advantage of

this kind, early next morning, I posted to Edin-

burgh, and was in sufficient time to have appear-
ed, admitting the trial had not been postponed.
From that time to the final close of the proceed-

ings, I expected to be put into the witness-

box, on the part of the prisoners, which would
have given me an opportunity of laying open the

whole case to the country, without doing any in-

jury to them, as I could not have spoken to a par-
ticular fact respecting any of them. No situation

could have been more favourable for eliciting the

truth. Mr. Jeffrey and Mr. Cockburn were two
of the counsel for the prisoners, and did not then

know how I was connected with the transactions;
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but as they knew all my previous history, h
would have given every advantage for completely

sifting my evidence. I could easily have been

brought forward as a witness for the crown, had I

been disposed to support the interest of the pro-
secution ; but the mere fact of appearing upon
that side, under any circumstances, would have

impugned my motives and thrown discredit upon
every asseveration I might make.
Mr. Finlay had been some time gone, to attend

his duty in parliament, and, on going to Edin-

burgh, I got an introduction from Mr. Reddie to

the Lord Advocate, and called upon him, on the

evening of the 10th, after the trial had been post-

poned. I found him in company with the Solicitor

General and Henry Home Drummond,Esq. the de-
pute advocate, who was conducting the prosecu-
tions ; and, as it was the first time I had come in

personal contact with any of the crown lawyers, I

embraced the opportunity of strongly urging the

impolicy and impropriety oftheir measures ; I told

them,that the promise made to me, not to interfere,

had been broken at the very time I felt confident

of being able to dissipate the confederacy, which
would have had a much better moral effect upon
the people's minds ; that the men were too con-

temptible to create any serious alarm, or be made
the subjects of capital punishment by a govern-
ment so strong and secure as that of Great Bri-

tain ; and I pressed them, by all means, to depart
from the capital charge, the prosecuting of which
would only produce greater irritation and resist-

ance, and bring discredit on the government. My
observations seemed to strike them with consider-

able force, particularly when I described the

means I had of breaking up the confederacy, and
the circumstances under which the persons had
been taken into custody ; but the Lord Advocate
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seemed deeply imbued with the opinion, that it

was necessary for him to establish his case, and

felt perfectly confident of a conviction, as soon as

the legal difficulties were surmounted.
Mr. Owen returned from London on the 16th of

April, and on the 18th I met him at New Lanark,
and informed him precisely how matters stood.

On arriving, he had heard the reports circulated,

and the extent of the prejudice which prevailed ;

and, on learning the dilemma in which I was

placed, and viewing the difficulties that stood in

the way of removing the impression, he consi-

dered that it destroyed all hope of me enjoying
comfort at New Lanark, or of being useful in pro-

moting his designs there. It was a part ofhis plan, in

his endeavours to ameliorate the condition of the

labouring population,not to identify himselfwithany

politicalparty ; and, although he expressed himself

perfectly satisfied with the rectitude of my inten-

tions, he conceived it necessary to avoid giving any

ground of suspicion. He therefore considered it

better to give up the idea of my going to New
Lanark, and await the result of his efforts in Eng-
land, where narrow prejudices did not so much

prevail, and in the mean time to make me some

compensation for the loss of time and expenses I

had been subjected to. Previous to Mr. Owen's
arrival in Scotland, I had formed precisely the

same opinion, and anticipated every view he had
taken ; and, two days before I met him at New
Lanark, I had removed my family to Edinburgh,
where I immediately proceeded, determined there

to await the result of the trials which I calculated

would bring my case to a crisis. I must ever re-

gret that any thing should have occurred 'to pre-
vent me from participating in the labours of this

amiable and benevolent gentleman. My friends

were all of opinion my humble efforts would have
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been useful, in ascertaining how far the theory he
has promulgated was reducible to practice, and
the pursuit would have been perfectly consonant
to my own mind. Mr. Owen's known character,
the nature of the pursuit, and its being unallied

with the theory of any political party in the coun-

try, might have allayed distrust until time afforded

an opportunity for explanation. Many men will

however avow their sentiments on abstract prin-

ciples, although opposed to preconceived opinion
and prejudice, but few feel sufficient interest, or

have sufficient stamina, tomake the same avowal re-

specting individual acts of a similar kind, although
convinced of the virtuous intention of the actor.

My sensations, on arriving in Edinburgh, can
more easily be conceived than described. I saw

every tie that previously bound me to society was
rent asunder. Having to depend exclusively upon
myown exertions for success in life, I saw the hopes
I had reasonably entertained, from the connexions
I had formed, blasted and scattered to the winds. I

was aware of the confirmation that would be given
to the surmises already made, by the line of con-
duct I was obliged to pursue, and that my future

justification depended upon many contingent
events, the result of which I could not foresee. I

saw I was in a great measure thrown upon the

mercy of men who knew nothing of me person-

ally, and who (I had reason to be afraid, and have
since fatally experienced) had not the means, or

were incapable of appreciating my motives. I

was without a single friend to consult. Mr.

Jeffrey and Mr. Cockburn were near me, but with
them I could not communicate, without forfeiting
the promise I had made, which I was determined
not to do, whatever I might suffer. One link

only, in the chain of m^ former connexions, re-

mained unbroken, in the person of a friend in
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Glasgow, whom I made acquainted with all the

circumstances. Through his medium my future

correspondence was to be kept up with Messrs.

Finlay and Reddie, and I authorised him to dis-

pose of my effects; including those I had pro-
vided for fitting out my establishment at New
Lanark, which were sold under one-third of their

value.

The Lord Advocate withdrew the indictments

upon which informations had been ordered, and

preferred another in what he considered an
amended form, but without departing from the

original principle. The trial on this second in-

dictment came on, on the 19th of May, but the

relevancy was again strenuously disputed ; and,
after another long debate,the Court declared them-
selves still dissatisfied, and repeated their order for

printed informations. A third indictment preferred
met with a similar fate. Printed informations

had at last to be given in, which protracted the

time until the middle of July, when the Court

gave their decision on the points of law, finding
the indictment relevant, and appointed the 19th

of that month for proceeding with the trial.

During the three months which these dis-

cussions occupied, I remained at Edinburgh in a
state of great anxiety. I had frequent communi-
cations with the crown lawyers, and embraced

every opportunity of restating my former argu-
ments, urging them to confine the case to the

minor charge, which would only involve an arbi-

trary punishment. Mr. Reddie had always been
of opinion, that the capital charge should never

have been preferred, and on the 20th of June,
Mr. Finlay attacked the Lord Advocate in the

House of Commons, accusing him of imbecility
in conducting the legal proceedings ; and affirm-

ing that, by his misconduct, the men would escape
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punishment altogether. This attack forced the

Lord Advocate to post immediately to London,
to defend himself in the House, and during his

absence, I had various interviews with the Solicitor

General and Mr. Drummond, who both became
convinced of the propriety of restricting the libel ;

and, on the Lord Advocate's return, it was agreed
that, as soon as the Court, by its decision, esta-

blished the point of law, the capital part of the

charge should be withdrawn. Other events had
occurred in the interim, which no doubt contri-

buted to induce them to adopt that resolution.

The case which the ministry had chiefly depended
upon, in England, as a ground of justification for

passing the Suspension Bill, had entirely failed,

from their anxiety to magnify the amount of the

danger and the extent of the crime committed.

Watson, whose case was to decide the principle
as well as the fate of his colleagues, had been put

upon his trial for High Treason, on the 9th of

June, but from the total inadequacy of their means
to commit the crime charged, the jury acquitted
him ; while it has been admitted, on all hands, if

the party had been arraigned for a misdemeanor

only, the same jury would have found them guilty.

Oliver, the avowed emissary of the Home Secre-

tary, had been denounced by the Leeds Mercury,
on the 10th of June; and in the report of the

Secret Committee of the House of Lords on the

12th, made for the purpose of justifying the re-

newal of the Suspension Bill, it was distinctly ad-

mitted that he, and others employed by the ma-

gistracy, had directly instigated the people to

commit the crimes theyhad been engaged to detect

or prevent. The current of popular feeling had
set strongly against the internal policy of the mi-

nistry ; and even their regular supporters began
to consider they had been taken by surprise, and
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that the amount of the danger had been greatly

exaggerated. These circumstances, together with

the determined opposition they had met from the

opposite side of the bar, lowered the tone of the

crown lawyers of Scotland, although they still en-

tertained no doubt of obtaining a conviction, when

they proceeded to the merits of the case.

A few days after my arrival in Edinburgh, I

wrote to the agents for the prisoners in Glasgow,

informing them, that I probably might have occa-

sion soon to leave Scotland ; but if the prisoners,
or their legal advisers, considered my presence
useful for their defence, I would remain to give
them the benefit of my evidence, and requested
them to let me know their opinion without delay.
No notice was taken of this intimation, and I was
in some difficulty to know how to proceed ; but,

after viewing the case in all its bearings, I re-

solved to remain and await the course of events,

instructing my friend in Glasgow instantly to

apprise me if any inquiry was made after me.

Nothing further transpired, until two days pre-
vious to the trial, when inquiries were made by
the agents for the prisoners in every direction in

Glasgow, and a hue and cry raised, that I was no-

where to be found. On receiving this informa-

tion, I gave directions that the agents at Glasgow
should be furnished with my address ; and being
afraid that intimation might be too late to enable

them to cite me as a witness, and to put it out of

their power to set up any such pretext, I wrote

directly to the agent for the defence in Edin-

burgh. On the evening of the 18th of July, the

night previous to the trial, I was waited upon by
Mr. Gibson, writer to the signet, a gentleman who
had taken a warm interest on the part of the pri-

soners, for the purpose of ascertaining what I

knew, before they would venture to call me as a



105

witness. I told him they must have had some

specific design in view, when they summoned me
in the former instance ; that, if they considered I

could have been of service then, I was aware of

no circumstance which could alter the case now ;

that I was certainly well acquainted with every
particular connected with the transactions ; and,
if it was their wish or design to enable the coun-

try to form a correct opinion, they would have an

opportunity of doing so, by putting me into the

witness-box ; that it was my most anxious desire

the public should be fully informed of every fact,

and I only wished an opportunity of making-
known the whole truth, without partiality to any
party; but in consequence of the rumours that

had gone abroad respecting me, (of which he could
not be ignorant,) I would not say one word until

I was before the Court. I further added,thatwhat I

could state I considered would operate materially
in favour of the prisoners, and could not possibly
injure them, as I did not even know them person-
ally ; and that my anxiety to see them acquitted
could not be surpassed by their own. A length-
ened conversation ensued. Mr. Gibson ineffec-

tually exhausted all his ingenuity to elicit the

particulars, and concluded by informing me, that,
under the circumstances, they could not hazard

my evidence; that, from what was formerly known
of my principles, he did not believe I had any in-

tention to injure the prisoners, and he gave me
full credit for the anxiety I felt upon their ac-

count ; but that they had a certain line of defence

agreed upon, which they confidently believed

would prove successful ; and, were they to bring
me forward as a witness, my statement would

possibly interfere ivith their plan. Thus, because
a statement of facts would not promote the view
of either party, was I deprived of the opportunity
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of laying open the case to the country, which
would have prevented many of the misconceptions
that followed. Next morning (19th July) the

trial of Andrew M'Kinlay, the first person se-

lected, came on before the High Court of Justi-

ciary*. The crown lawyers had the greatest
confidence in Campbell establishing their case,

and as soon as some preliminary objections

brought forward by the counsel for the prisoner
had been overruled by the Court, he was intro-

duced as the leading witness. After being sworn,
the customary question in the Scotch Court was

put to him by the Judge ; viz. : if he had received

any reward, or promise of reward, for giving his

evidence, when, to the astonishment of every one,

(except the prisoner's counsel,) he answered, that

he had. The presiding Judge cautioned him,
that he was now in no parallel situation with the

pannel ; and that it was not competent to subject
him to prosecution for any concern he may have
had in the transactions, after being adduced as a

witness, as long as he adhered to the truth. Camp-
bell replied, he was perfectly conscious of the

situation in which he was placed, and proceeded
to give a minute detail of the circumstances that

had occurred between him and the crown lawyers,
at his different examinations. He gave a full

account of the threats and promises held out to

him, and concluded by stating, that the promise
made to defray the expense of his going to the

Continent, he considered still a subsisting engage-
ment. The counsel for the defence insisted on

* Before the jury was impanneled, the Lord Advocate stated,

that one of the objects he had in view had been accomplished, the

court having settled the law, by finding the indictment relevant;
which he trustedwould oppose a barrier against the commission of the

crime in future ; and, in that reliance, under all the circumstances,
he would restrict the indictment, to infer only an arbitrary punish-
ment.
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calling the parties alluded to, to corroborate

Campbell's testimony, which was also agreed to

by the Lord Advocate ; but the Court objected
to their examination, on the ground that, whether
he had correctly or incorrectly stated the circum-

stances, he was altogether inadmissible as a wit-

ness. The crown lawyers had reposed so much
confidence on Campbell's bringing the charge di-

rectly home to the prisoner, that they were com-

pletely taken by surprise, and paralysed in the

subsequent part of the proof. Their case de-

pended on their being able to establish the pur-
port and administration of the oath or obligation

charged in the indictment ; but the law of
evidence did not allow them to read it over in

connexion to the witnesses. The indictment was
also very inaccurately drawn ; the specification of
the acts done at one time and place, and by one

party, were transposed and charged against an-

other ; and the counsel for the prisoner were too
cautious and vigilant to allow any latitude in put-

ting questions beyond the limits of the specifica-
tions. M'Lachlan and three more ofthe accessaries

were successivelybroughtforward as witnesses, but

they all swore they could not remember one con-
nected sentence of the oath or obligation they had
taken ; and the crown lawyers, restricted by their

own specifications, were prevented from putting
questions to prove its administration. The Lord
Advocate then stated, that the testimony the wit-

nesses had given was very different from what he
had expected from their precognitions, and as he
could not produce any more conclusive evidence,
however much he might regret such a result, the

prisoner was entitled to a verdict of acquittal.
The jury accordingly returned a unanimous ver-

dict, finding the libel not proven.
Thus terminated the case, in Scotland, upon
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which the ministry depended for a justification of

their proceedings ; and, as the propriety of their

policy was equally questionable as it had been in

England, they also met with as signal a defeat.

As the circumstances which led to this unexpected
conclusion, on the part of the crown lawyers, are

a little curious, I will relate them, as they after-

wards came to my knowledge.
I formerly stated, for some time after the men

were taken into custody, and while the panic and
terror of the consequences continued to operate,
a number of them had unreservedly disclosed

every particular. There were, indeed, only two
or three exceptions among the whole party ; for,

as the crown lawyers only wanted a certain num-
ber to become witnesses, they had frequently to

warn the others, not to make admissions which

might militate against themselves, as they could

give them no assurance they would not be brought
to trial. Even M'Kinlay, more than once, offered

to disclose all and become a witness ; and there

can be no doubt, had the trials been brought on
when the examinations were concluded, a number
of them would have been convicted. The long

delay, caused by the discussions on the relevancy,

gave them time to reflect, and the list of witnesses,
with the first indictment, showed clearly there was
no evidence to produce a conviction but from

amongst themselves. When they were removed
to Edinburgh Castle, the witnesses were kept se-

parate from those intended to be brought to trial;

but, for the benefit of air and exercise, they were
allowed to get out on the ramparts, at intervals,

under the charge of sentinels, where many oppor-
tunities occurred of eluding their vigilance, and

holding communications with each other. The
counsel for the defence were excluded from access

to the witnesses, but had regular admission to
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those who were indicted, and the weak parts of the

prosecutor's case came to be discoveredand pointed
out. On discovering those weak parts, it would
as naturally occur, that there was no law to punish
a man for the loss of his memory ; and the popular
odium attached to a sociis criminis becoming a

witness, and the sympathy and feeling for their

confederates, were a strong inducement to make
them drink of the Lethean stream. Whether

Campbell originally intended the trick played off

upon the crown lawyers, or not, can only be known
to himself, and I have already given my opinion
on that point. At all events, the want of recol-

lection in him would have but ill accorded with
his general character ; and the method he had re-

course to was equally effectual in saving his asso-

ciate. After he agreed to become a witness, he
was allowed considerable indulgence, and when he
had taken his resolution, he wrote a detailed ac-

count of his communications with the crown law-

yers, and the promises made to him, before he
would agree to give his evidence. This statement
he secretly inclosed, in a roll of tobacco, which
he sent as a present to M'Kinlay, who immediately
put it into the hands of his counsel, who kept it a

profound secret, until Campbell was put into the

witness-box. The crown lawyers had not the

most distant suspicion ; and his answer to the

interrogatory,
"
if he had received any reward, or

promise of reward, for giving his evidence," utterly
astounded them, coming upon them like their

death knell. Nothing could be managed with
more address. Mr. Jeffrey, on the part of the pri-

soner, objected to his being received as a witness,
on the ground of being refused access to ascertain

his character, and a lengthened discussion ensued,
before the court overruled the objection ; the crown

lawyers insisting that he should, and the counsel
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lor the defence, that he should not, be allowed to

give evidence.

When I called upon the crown lawyers, next

day, to learn the particulars of the trial, they

appeared like chagrin and mortification personi-
fied*. The dreadful situation in which it had
left me, by affording me no opportunity for ex-

planation, was sufficient to absorb all my atten-

tion ; yet the very awkward appearance they made,
the sense of shame and the soreness they felt, at

their complete discomfiture, produced in my mind
a mixed feeling of pity and gratification ; pity,
that they should have exposed themselves, in such

a manner, by pursuing an erroneous system of

policy ; and gratification that the men had esca-

ped. I pointed out to the Lord Advocate the

superior effect it would have produced upon
the minds of the people, had I been allowed

to proceed with my plan, to induce them to give

up their foolish project of their own accord ; and
that the best amends which could now be made,
would be immediately to liberate all who were in

custody. He said, he might be justified in detain-

ing them under the Habeas Corpus Act Suspen-
sion Bill, but he now viewed the matter in the same

light which I had represented it, in consequence
of which he had made up his mind to liberate them
all, without delay. He admitted they had acted

on a wrong principle, but that the blame was not,

in the first instance, attributable to him, but to the

local authorities of Glasgow, who had taken the

people into custody without orders. He then

went on to state, that, on his arrival in London,
* Mr. Dmmmond attributed their failure to a want of manage-

ment, in not, in the first instance, making sure of evidence, to pro-
duce a conviction. On the conversation turning upon the means

adopted to break up the organizations formed during the admini-

stration of Mr. Pitt, he, with a strong emphasis, remarked,
" had

the case depended upon the late Lord Melville, he would not have

drawn a trigger until he was sure to kill."
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in February, while the Secret Committees were

sitting, he represented that a perfect knowledge
had been obtained of the proceedings of the con-

federacy at Glasgow ; that measures were in pro-

gress, which he sanguinely hoped would induce
the people to abandon it, and, in the meantime, if

any disposition was shown to disturb the public

peace, information would be received in sufficient

time, to take the necessary precautions to prevent
or counteract the attempt; that, in consequence of
this representation, it had been agreed, thatno inter-

ference should take place, unless there was an
actual and immediate danger of their breaking out
into open disturbance ; that an order, to that

effect, was sent to the Solicitor General in Edin-

burgh, who transmitted it to Glasgow, and that

the first account he received was, that the men
had been apprehended at the meeting on the 22d;
that a statement of the reasons for taking them
into custody had been afterwards transmitted,
which was considered satisfactory, and accounted
for the subsequent proceedings ; but that the

statement made to me, respecting the order being
peremptory, was not true, it being altogether
conditional. I had always entertained strong

suspicions on this point, and had ineffectually en-

deavoured to arrive at the truth, until the morti-

fication and disappointment of the Lord Advocate
induced him to relate the above particulars, which,
as far as the nature of the order went, were con-

firmed by the Solicitor General*.

On referring to the other events which occur-

red at the same time, the reader will perhaps be
* I afterwards ascertained the true state of the case ; none of

the magistrates of the city of Glasgow Were consulted
;

five per-
sons only were present at the deliberation, and there was a difference

of opinion, even among them, as to the propriety of taking the men
into custody. I could give the names of the parties, as well as the

manner each of them voted, but it might appear invidious.
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*ible to discover a reason for the minister being

easily satisfied with the statement in justification
of the contravention of his order, without consi-

dering it necessary to institute an inquiry into its

accuracy. I have related the facts, and other per-
sons can judge for themselves. It occurs to me,
however, that it would be no way injurious to

the interest of society, were it more frequently
known whether acts of this kind are the conse

quence of orders emanating directly from the

office of the Home Secretary, or are the sponta-
neous productions of the local authorities, when

they conceive it may answer the purpose of the

minister, and secure his approbation.
A more accurate estimate can be formed of

human character and of the scope of a design,
when we have an opportunity of judging of the

emotions, as they successively arise in the mind,
in the various stages of its progress, than when
we link together a great many circumstances,
and judge of them as a whole. Events frequently
occur in the course of execution, so minute as to

escape observation, although of sufficient import-
ance to produce a result very different from what
was intended ; yet that result may be of such a

nature as to render it difficult to discover whether
it was an original conception of the actor or not,

by which means we are frequently deceived in the

estimate we form of individual as well as general
character. As I had frequent opportunities of

unreservedly hearing the sentiments of the crown

lawyers during the progress ofthe trial, I will state

the impression produced on my mind, as to the

original intention of the measures pursued. Had,

they, in the first instance, succeeded in establish-

ing the administration of the oath, (of which they
entertained no doubt,) two or three would have
been sentenced to capital punishment, and a num-
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ber more to transportation ; and had the circum-
stances which I have related not intervened, I

have no hesitation in saying, their sentences

would have been carried into execution. The
expected severity of the punishment, I believe,
had considerable influence in preventing a con-

viction, even at the end ; for the accomplices were

ignorant of the libel having been restricted, and

gave their evidence under an impression, that if

their associates were found guilty, they would be

capitally convicted. Singular as it may appear,
this intention was not the result of any impression
on the mind of the Lord Advocate, that such a

punishment was necessary as an example, in re-

ference to the state of society in Scotland, or in

consequence of the moral turpitude of the parties
accused ; for, as soon as I had an opportunity of

personally representing their condition, and the
true nature of the case, the jcrown lawyers indi-

vidually felt strongly for their situation. From
my observations, after I made these representa-
tions, I have reason to believe, if it had depended
upon the Lord Advocate, the prosecutions would
not have been persisted in ; but such was not
the policy of the period ; and nothing can more

clearly illustrate the impotence and subserviency
of an officer removable at pleasure, although
nominally possessing the most extensive powers
of any in Britain. I do not believe that, for a long
period, any Lord Advocate of Scotland has been
so anxious to obtain popularity as the present
Lord Meadowbank*; although from the state of

* A proof of this was his granting a poll election to the borough
of Montrose

;
hut as soon as the ministry saw the consequences

likely to result from the precedent, they obliged him to refuse the

same privilege to Aberdeen, where it was admitted (even by the

magistrates) malversations had taken place to a great extent;
which those who were ignorant of the controlling power exercised

over him, considered an evidence of inconsistency.

I
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the times, and being counteracted in his designs,
none have been more unsuccessful or more gene
rally censured, as an enemy to popular rights. In

conducting those state prosecutions, the crown

lawyers displayed comparatively little ability, but
I never saw any appearance of vindictive feeling*:
it must also be borne in mind that a more power-
ful array of talent was brought forward against
them than, perhaps, ever appeared in any similar

case in this country.
With the most perfect openness and candour,

when I first met the Lord Advocate, I explicitly
informed him of the nature of my former con-

nexions ; and that, agreeable to the stipulations
with Messrs. Finlay and Reddie, all my friends,
who felt any interest on my account, should be
made fully acquainted with the whole transaction,
whatever might be their political opinions. The
only alleviating circumstance, to counterbalance
the disappointment I felt at losing the oppor-
tunity of explaining on the trial, arose from the

consideration, that there was no longer any re-

straint in opening that communication.
As soon, therefore, as the trial was concluded,

I wrote to Mr. Jeffrey, and, without entering into

any explanation, requested him to form no definite

opinion on the ex-parte statements or rumours
that had reached him, but to suspend his judgment
until he had an opportunity of learning the facts.

That from the natural tendency in human nature
to represent our own actions in the most favour-

able light, he might consider it was with a view
to excite his feelings in my favour, were I to enter

into particulars ; I therefore begged to refer him
* As a proof of the personal feeling of the Lord Advocate, it

consists with my knowledge, that M'Kinlay called upon him after

his acquittal, to return thanks for his treatment during his impri-

sonment, when the Lord Advocate presented him with money to

bear his expenses home, and assist his family after his return.
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to Mr. Finlay, Mr. Reddie, and the Lord Advo-
cate for a full account of everything that had oc-

curred. Mr. Jeffrey stated, in answer, that although
he had felt much hurt at the reports which had
reached him, from what ;he had formerly known
of me, he had no reason to believe I would not

give a faithful representation ofmy conduct; and,
at all events, before he made a reference to other

persons, he wished to see me personally. This
led to several long conferences with Mr. Jeffrey,
and afterwards with Mr. Cockburn ; when I cir-

cumstantially related every event as it had taken

place. Many of the statements made to them
were gross fabrications*; others, that had some
foundation in truth, had been so completely dis-

torted, as rendered it difficult to discover their

connexion with the events to which they related ;

but all ofthem I fully and satisfactorily explained ;

I, however, insisted on their referring to all the

other parties, to satisfy themselves of the truth.

The Lord Advocate had offered to give Mr.

Jeffrey, or any of my friends, every explanation

they might require ; and that he was ready to bear

testimony to the honourable manner I had con-

ducted myself in all my communications with

him. Mr. Jeffrey, however, declined making that

reference, but he soon after met Messrs. Finlay
and Reddie for the purpose, who fully satisfied

him, (if he previously entertained any doubt,)
that I had given a correct representation of the

facts.

Fully conscious of the difficulty of my situ-

ation, I had looked forward to this explana-
tion with the greatest anxiety. Those only can

form an adequate conception of my feelings, who

*
Among other forgeries it was asserted, I had given out that

I was encouraged by Mr. Jeffrey, to organize and foment a conspi-

racy, for the purpose of overthrowing the government.
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have had the experience of conjoining a con-

sciousness of having acted right to a conviction

of the difficulty of convincing the bulk of society
either that they had done so, or that they had
been actuated by proper motives. In such a

situation no justice is to be expected from the

unthinking multitude, no candour from the par-
tizans of a party, nor reliance to be placed on the

gratitude of the cool, calculating, cold-blooded,

heartless politician; and we turn with propor-

tionally greater avidity and confidence to those

who, having had an opportunity of obtaining a

more accurate knowledge of our character, can

form a juster estimate, and are therefore better

able to appreciate our motives. My connexion
with them had never had any reference to poli-
tical objects ; the services they had rendered me
were wholly from personal considerations, but

they had followed as a consequence from what
I had suffered, by endeavouring to ameliorate

the condition of the numerous population em-

ployed in the most extensive branch of manufac-
ture in the country. They knew that, in that

endeavour, I had sacrificed my private interest,

my time, and ultimately my health : they knew
that when government unwisely interfered, I had
suffered severely by a prosecution which I might
easily have averted, had I been influenced by per-
sonal considerations : in fine, their knowledge of

my conduct, character and principles, for years,
was the chief ground upon which I could con-

fidently appeal to their judgment, when circum-

stances had placed me in a situation where my
sense of duty induced me to throw myself into a

breach which, in that instance, had in some mea-
sure identified me with that very government, the

general tendency ofwhose measures I disapproved.

Being therefore indebted to personal character
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alone for my connexions, I had every induce-

ment not to wantonly sacrifice that character; and
no stronger evidence can be given of the opinion
I entertained of the correctness of my conduct, in

assisting the government to preserve the public

peace, than that the two gentlemen, to whom I

specifically referred, were as well known and dis-

tinguished for their political opinions being op-

posed to those of the existing administration, as

for their honourable and upright character in

public and private life. It may be alleged, that

the reference made to them was in their capacity
of private friends or patrons ; and that, having no

public or political relation, I take an unwarrant-
able liberty in giving publicity to their opinions ;

but to this I would answer, that the positive sti-

pulation which I made, that they should be so

referred to, belongs as much to the public as any
other part of the transaction, and their opinions
have had so much influence over my subsequent
measures, that to do justice to myself, imperious

necessity compels me to state everything without
reserve.

On learning the particulars, Mr. Jeffrey de-

clared his perfect conviction, that there was no

ground for throwing the slightest imputation on
the motives which had induced me to act as I
had done ; that, although I had been prevented
from carrying my plan fully into effect, he was
satisfied I had rendered a very important ser-

vice to society ; but that the danger to which
I had exposed myself, and the sacrifices I had
made were so great and so completely out of the

common road, resembling romance rather than

reality, that it would be almost impossible, from
the equivocal situation in which it had placed me,
to convince the great mass of society of the

purity of my motives. He therefore looked upon
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it as the greatest misfortune that could have
befallen me, as it had severed my connexions and

deprived me of the means of usefully exerting my
own talents, while, it had put it out of the power
of my friends to avow their sentiments, or render
me any assistance in this country.

In these opinions Mr. Cockburn fully coin-

cided ; but he thought that no man was justifiable
in making such a sacrifice; as, in all cases of
the kind, it was difficult for the public to judge
whether men were actuated by good or bad mo-
tives ; that society was entitled to take its chance,
rather than that an upright man should expose
himself to such hazard ; and, although great
benefit might be derived from a good man act-

ing in the manner I had done, it was a dangerous
precedent, and liable to abuse in the hands of
a bad one; that I was wrong in putting my
happiness in the power of the administration

or its adherents, from a belief that they were
actuated by the same benevolent views as I had
been myself, for, in all probability, they were in-

capable of drawing a line of distinction between
me and the profligate, mercenary myrmidons
whom, there was reason to believe, they had other-

wise employed ; that I might have known that,

regardless of the effect it might have upon my
character or feelings, they would attend no longer
to any engagement they made with me than suited

their crooked and mistaken policy. Both, how-
ever, declared they were so perfectly satisfied of

the rectitude of my intentions, and the sacrifice I

had made of my future prospects, that, whatever
claim I had upon them for my former conduct, it

was now greatly enhanced by my present situa-

tion ; that I might, in the most unlimited manner,

depend upon their influence, together with that of

all their friends, to whom the matter could be
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communicated, being exerted in my behalf, in any
way which would best promote my future com-
fort ; but, in the excited state of the public mind,
there was no hope of overcoming prejudice by a

public explanation, on which account they con-

sidered they could be of no service to me, unless

I left the country. They therefore proposed that

I should go to the United States ofAmerica, where
all their interest should be concentrated to pro-
cure me a comfortable and respectable settlement.

To that proposition, however, I had insu-

perable objections ; my children were all very

young, and ill-suited for emigration ; my own
health was in a precarious state, and, if any con-

tingency deprived them of me, they would have
been left in a foreign land, without their natural

protector ; and to go there myself, and leave them
in this country, was altogether out of the question.
Nor could I submit to the idea of leaving the

country in a private or clandestine manner, with-

out having an opportunity of explaining my
conduct, as it would have justified the insinua-

tions and confirmed the belief, that it was not de-

fensible. I also considered that, as I had sacri-

ficed everything on public grounds, government
was fairly and justly entitled to indemnify me for

my losses, and not leave me dependent upon pri-
vate friends. Under that impression, when I

became fully sensible of the effect produced by
their measures, I had written Mr. Finlay point-

edly, stating that opinion; and that, as he had
been the cause of involving me, he was in honour
bound to see me fairly indemnified. Mr. Finlay
at once admitted the justice of the claim, and his

own obligation to see it complied with ; and a few

days previous to my seeing Mr. Jeffrey, he had

apprised me that, before leaving London, at the

end of the session, he had an interview with
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Lord Sidmouth for the purpose, and had minutely
explained the nature of my situation ; that his

Lordship said, it was the imperative duty of

government to afford me every protection, and his

firm determination that full compensation should
be made for what I had suffered, by so laudably

lending my aid in the public service, and that

provision should be made for me in any manner
he. (Mr. Finlay} chose to point out. The Lord
Advocate had also expressed himself warmly, on
the peculiar hardship of my situation. He said

that, although he had no previous knowledge
of me, from the manner I had acted in my in-

tercourse with him, he had, in the whole course

of his life, met with no person in whose case

he had felt so much interest; and that, as a

matter of personal feeling, independent of official

obligation, he considered himself bound to see me
get justice.

In discussing these points with Messrs. Jeffrey
and Cockburn, one palpable difficulty presented
itself; which was, that if I accepted a situation

under government, it would confirm the opinion
entertained, that I had been dishonourably con-

nected with them from the commencement ; and,
with the view of obviating the objection, when
Mr. Jeffrey met Mr. Finlay, he made a proposition
that he should join him and his friends in some

arrangement to placeme in a situation independent
of any connexion with government. That gen-
tleman, however, declined making any sacri-

fice ; assigning as a reason, that the losses I

had sustained, and the services I had rendered,

justly entitled government to indemnify me ; that

they had fully admitted their right to do so ; and
as there was no doubt but it would be done in a

way agreeabje to my own feelings, there was no

necessity for my friends interfering. I had, after-
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wards, abundant reason to know how little de-

pendence was to be placed on those specious pro-
mises ; but, in the mean time, it was considered

nothing farther could be done, until the manner

they purposed to carry them into effect was ascer-

tained.

Until after M'Kinlay's trial, the imputations

against me had got little publicity beyond the

district of country and circle of society where I

had been personally known, and no attempt had
been made to establish their authenticity but
verbal rumour. The failure of the state prose-
cutions in both kingdoms ; the questionable man-
ner in which the guilt of the accused had been

attempted to be established, created a high degree
of popular excitement ; and the exposure of the

proceedings of Oliver at Derby and other parts of

the country, which took place at the same time,
were followed by a general burst of indignation,
and subjected the whole internal policy of the

ministry to general obloquy. During this ferment
there was no time for dispassionate or impartial

enquiry : one sweeping conclusion was drawn, that

no person, actuated by honourable or patriotic

feelings, could, in the remotest degree, be allied

with such a government ; on the contrary, that all

the virtues were concentrated in those who most

violently opposed them ; without considering
whether the means they employed were inimical

to the preservation or extension of rational liberty,
and did not furnish the chief apology for the abuses

of power complained of.

It was my first impulse, before consulting any
friends, when deprived of the opportunity of ex-

plaining in court, that I should publish a relation

of the whole facts ; and, with this view, I wrote
to a person in Glasgow, with whom I had been

formerly acquainted, in whose candour and judg-
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menl I imagined I could rely, requesting him to

point out the circumstances which had made the

deepest impression on the public mind, and would,

therefore, require to be more particularly attended

to. In this calculation I was, however, deceived.

The popular mania had made too deep an inroad

on his mind to leave room for the exercise of either

judgment or discretion. The immortal honour
and glory to be derived from unravelling another
link in the chain of the Machiavelian policy of the

minister, was too strong to be resisted : he con-

templated, in prospective, the possibility of having
his name indelibly inscribed on the roll of patriot
fame ; and against such fearful odds, friendship,

professedly founded on a previous knowledge of

my principles and character, was not to be ba-

lanced. To qualify himself for rising in this school

ofpatriotism, he commenced his career by a breach

of private confidence, and my correspondence, to-

gether with a letter of his own, containing nothing
but false inferences, forced constructions, and

gross and palpable falsehoods, were published in

one of the Glasgow newspapers*.
The editor of the paper in which this corre-

spondence was inserted, was, however, still more

culpable for the erroneous impressions it produced.
He had been personally acquainted with me for a

considerable time, and knew most of my private
as well as my public connexions ; the columns of

his paper had borne testimony to my principles
and opinions on the state of public affairs, in being
the first to direct attention to the sufferings of the

labouring classes early in 1816; at which time I

had predicted the very events that had taken place,
and the measures which ought to have been

adopted to prevent them. Admitting there were

just grounds to entertain doubts of my integrity ,

* Vide Glasgow Chronicle, 14th of August, 1817.
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or the stability and sincerity of the principles I

had professed, he was still without excuse. In
the letters which he published, I directly men-
tioned the names of several gentlemen acquainted
with all the circumstances, who had declared them-
selves perfectly satisfied with what I had done, as

far as it affected the public interest; and the

known and acknowledged character of the parties

named, was a guarantee against them giving
countenance to an invasion of individual right or

public liberty. He had the means of ascertaining
if that statement was correct, by a direct reference

to some of the parties; and was, therefore, unjusti-
fiable in not doing so, before he ventured to give

publicity to the atrocious and unfounded calum-
nies of which he made his paper the vehicle. The
evidence on the other side, which appeared to him
sufficient to render all inquiry unnecessary, con-

sisted in an admission, in my letters, that my efforts

to dissipate the conspiracy were with the know-

ledge and sanction of government ; together with
a statement got up for M'Lachlan, in which that

recreant contemptible apostate modestly affirmed,
that he had no intention of attempting to form so-

cieties, to enforce universal sufferage and annual

parliaments, until I suggested it to him, and

pointed out the means of carrying it into effect.

This miscreant was only the tool of a party, and
the story got up was one mass of falsehood and

misrepresentation, so incongruous and contra-

dictory, that it could impose on no person of dis-

cernment, having a desire to arrive at the truth.

The temper of the times, however, admitted of

no investigation ; the olio of inconsistencies was

unhesitatingly sworn to by the triple apostate, and,
in the form of an affidavit, was inserted in ttie

same paper with my letters; the sapient editor

gravely assuring his readers, that the whole state-
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ment must be held to be true, until each particular

charge was distinctly disproven by direct evidence!

Upon that authority, without farther inquiry, it

was affirmed, that, through myagency, government
was the author of the whole plot, and, the state-

ment going the round of a certain portion of the

periodical press, my name was immediately asso-

ciated with a Reynolds, a Castles, and an Oliver.

The editor of the paper in question asserted, that

he was actuated by a sense of duty, but, without

assuming the right of imputing motives, I may
safely affirm, that the progress of rational liberty
has been more impeded by the blunders of injudi-
cious friends than the opposition of open enemies,
and the purity of his intentions can only be
defended at the expense of his judgment. If he

aspired to the rank of becoming a benefactor to

society, by exposing the malpractices of govern-
ment, he ought to have availed himself of all the

means his situation afforded, of arriving at the

truth: this it was in his power to ascertain, and,
if he failed in making use of the advantages he

possessed, he was guilty of a gross dereliction of

duty, which must have arisen from negligence,

incapacity, or design. It was no abstract theore-

tical question, upon which a difference of opinion
might exist, without any evil resulting from it,

but a pure matter of fact, involving the most im-

portant consequences ; and he ought to have been
certain of the accuracy of every particular before

he gave currency to statements, calculated to

expose an individual to the execration of mankind,
and still further widening the breach between the

different ranks of society.
No permanent good can result from misrepre-

sentations calculated to engender or foster anti-

pathies between the government and the people ;

but it was more particularly reprehensible in a
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state of society, where the greatest evils have re-

sulted from their knowing too little, and having
no common feelings or sympathy with each other ;

and, at that particular period, government com-
mitted a sufficient number of errors, to render it

unnecessary to augment or exaggerate its faults ;

chiefly, I believe, arising from ignorance of the
actual condition of the people. Those who di-

rectly or indirectly encouraged the labouring
population, while subjected to the severest pri-
vations and sufferings, to attempt to better their

condition by violent means, and those who en-

couraged the government to have recourse to

coercion, when justice and good policy required
them to practise conciliation, were alike enemies
to both

; and of this I directly accuse the editor

of the paper alluded to, as far as his influence ex-

tended. Whether his conduct proceeded from

ignorance or design, it will not alter the case : the

deep-rooted rancour produced by his representa-
tions, that government was the author of the con-

spiracy in 1817, was the direct cause and fore-

runner of those associations and tumultuous

meetings which afterwards took place in the ma-

nufacturing districts of Scotland, and had their

final consummation in bringing a few miserable,

misguided men to the block, and the passing of
the laws embodied in the memorable Six Acts, a

part of which is to be transmitted down as a

legacy to posterity. Like others who had laboured
more extensively in the same vineyard, when the

legitimate consequences of his conduct became

apparent, he turned round and assailed the vic-

tims of his delusion, denying he had ever coun-

tenanced their opinions; but his pen was too

feeble and impotent to stem the torrent he had
contributed to raise, and the posthumous dis-

avowal only illustrated his folly, want of foresight
and ignorance of mankind.
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After the publication ofmy letters, the columns
of the same newspaper were daily thrown open to

every species of personal abuse that could be
levelled against me, to confirm the impression
made. The object was to hunt me down, and, to

an unconcerned spectator, it might have been

amusing to observe the little mean arts had re-

course to, to lower my character : the sanctuary
of private life was openly violated ; every asser-

tion, howrever false, was related without examina-
tion into a single fact, and decided upon without
the smallest attention to candour or justice. The
productions were in themselves sufficiently puerile
and contemptible ; they were only conspicuous
for a rancorous unmitigated malignity, that did

little honour either to the writers or publishers ;

but they were adapted to the appetite of the mul-

titude, nothing being too gross to be swallowed

by popular credulity. Conscious of the falsity of

the averments they had made, and believing that

the refutation and exposure of the fraud practised
on the public would chiefly depend upon my
testimony, in anticipation of that exposure, all

their ingenuity was exhausted in endeavours to

shake the credit of any statement I might make.
For this purpose the affidavit of M'Lachlan had
been got up, that his spotless, untainted veracity

might be pitted against mine ; and, as they could

find no instance in which I had previously violated

any engagement in private or public life, they
went a little out oftheir depth ; but they astounded
the multitude by soaring into the regions of ab-

stract principles, and incontrovertibly established

it as an axiom, that no statement of mine was en-

titled to credit, because I was a believer in the

moral philosophy of Dr. Paley*.
* The editor of the paper being no adept in original composition,

the libellous attacks appeared chiefly in the form of anonymous
letters. Assuming the principle, that government had encouraged
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My friends, who had previously entertained the

strongest doubts of the public judging with can-

dour or impartiality, and had therefore been most

decidedly opposed to apublic statement, now admit-

ted the necessity of some step being taken to re-

fute the calumnious allegations, as remarkable for

their mendacity as the boldness with which they
were made ; and the only question for considera-

tion was, the manner in which it could be done
with the greatest propriety. The case was com-

plicated and full of difficulties. On all sides the

parties, although opposed to each other, had been

the getting up of the conspiracy, they endeavoured to produce an

impression that I was without friends, and in a situation likely to

be influenced by pecuniary considerations. They divested me of

every good quality, leaving only the necessary portion of ability to

carry the design into execution. Among the party, active and

anxious to produce those impressions, were several who had abetted

the conspiracy : they were the only persons above the labouring
class who were in the secret, that had riot been publicly implicated.

By them the most virulent of the letters were written ;
and they

affected profound ignorance of its existence until the parties were

taken into custody. They believed they had escaped observation,

and their design was obvious ; but they were not aware that

M'Lachlan, (and others,) the tool they were then making use of,

had previously given information against them, and that it required

every effort on my part, and the suppression of facts within my
own knowledge, to prevent them being taken into custody. At the

very time those attacks were publishing, it was a matter of delibe-

ration whether, as a measure of precaution, they ought not to be

secured under the Suspension Bill, which my representations

successfully prevented. Had I been influenced by a similar spirit,

how easily could I have retaliated, and how different has been the

conduct manifested towards me. The editor could not be aware of

all those facts, but, without inquiry, he inserted all the garbage

presented to him
; nor has the revolution of years, and a life spent

aloof from all interference in public affairs, had any influence in

preventing a petty and contemptible, but unrelenting and vindictive,

persecution, that could proceed from nothing but a weak head or

a bad heart. The filial duty of visiting the sick bed of one aged

parent could not be performed, nor the last obsequies paid to the

body of another, without his sacrilegious intrusion ;
and at the

distance of four years, his pestiferous ribaldry
continued to be spewed

out, disturbing the last moments of the mother of my children,
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guilty of errors, if not crimes, which they were
studious to conceal, and in the midst of those op-

posing and contending interests I stood alone.

Had I espoused the interest of one party, and
concealed their errors, I might have had some
chance ofsecuring their suffrages in my favour ; hut

by an open and candid development of the truth,
I should have become the focus for the concentra-

ted virulence of them all, and one common inter-

est would have united them to throw discredit

upon everything which depended upon my testi-

mony. I would not, however, submit to any com-

promise or qualification, conceiving that the vin-

dication of my character could only be effected,
and the true interest of society promoted, by
a complete exposure of the conduct of all the

parties connected. It was no easy matter, how-
ever, to carry my views into execution; for, in

addition to the party prejudice I had to encounter,
another no less formidable difficulty presented
itself. Pope, in one of his letters to Dr. Arbuth-

not, says,
" to attack vices in the abstract, with-

out touching persons, may be safe fighting indeed,
but it is fighting with shadows ;" and my situation

fully verified the truth of his remark. It would
have served ho purpose to point out errors without

condescending upon the names of the individual

actors, and the events were too green and the
circumstances of the country peculiarly unfavour-
able for doing so, with a due regard either to the

safety of individuals, or general utility. On ac-

count of those obstacles, my friends for some time
hesitated between the propriety of a public state-

ment and a judicial investigation, by an action

against the paper that had published the libels ;

but, in the meantime, it was ascertained that it

was intended to bring the case before parliament,
which it was expected would afford me a safer
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opportunity, and more latitude for explanation.
I had now nothing to dread so much as conceal-

ment or garbled partial disclosures, and I directed

my whole attention to the point, for the double

purpose of setting my own conduct in its proper
point of view, and giving the country the benefit

of every circumstance that had come to my know-

ledge. To effect this purpose, I left nothing
undone that depended upon me ; and as the cir-

cumstances attending it are rather singular, and
tend to illustrate various traits of character in the

different parties, I will give as concise an account
of it as is consistent with a proper understanding
of their conduct.

The ministry failed in establishing the guilt of

all the persons they attempted to bring to trial

in Yorkshire, as well as in the metropolis and in

Scotland, but they made ample use of the powers
vested in them by the Habeas Corpus Act Sus-

pension Bill ; and, during the whole of the sum-
mer of 1817, numbers of persons continued to be
taken into custody, and were dispersed in differ-

ent jails, at a distance from their usual places of

residence. The operation of that law, or rather

the total absence of all law, placed the liberty of

every person, liable to suspicion, at the mercy
of any mercenary, unprincipled informer; and,
whether they might be justly or unjustly accused,
the country had no means of ascertaining. A
power so extensive, and even in the best hands so

liable to abuse, must, in a country having any
pretensions to liberty, always excite a strong de-

gree of jealousy ; and the absence of all legal

proof of the treasonable practices of the persons
accused made a very strong feeling prevail, that

those powers had been exercised with undue

severity ; nor was the opinion very generally en-

tertained of the personal character of the Noble
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Lord at the head of the Home Department, at all

calculated to allay that feeling. The convictions
which took place at Derby, towards the end of

October, were attended with so many suspicious
circumstances, that it rather increased than dimi-
nished the desire for inquiry ; and, for some time

previous to the opening of the session of 1818,
the most active members in opposition to the

ministry were busily engaged in collecting such
information as would enable them to expose the

errors of their internal policy. The result of
those inquiries was, a determination to bring for-

ward specific charges for separate acts of mis-

government and abuse of power, which were com-

prised under three distinct heads : viz. Oppres-
sions committed under the powers conferred by
the Suspension Bill. 2d, The alleged attempt of
the crown lawyers of Scotland to suborn evidence.

And 3d, The employment of spies, who, it was

asserted, had acted as incendiaries. It was at

first intended to bring a formal charge of that na-

ture against me. Lord Archibald Hamilton had
interested himself in inquiring into the circum-

stances connected with the conspiracy at Glas-

gow, and, deceived by the specious representations
of the party who had attacked me, he pledged
himself to bring forward a charge against me in

the House of Commons. On learning that de-

termination, I indulged a hope that it would
lead to a full investigation ; but I felt anxious,
if it was brought forward at all, that the mi-

nutest inquiry should take place. From all I

could learn of the character and conduct of the

persons employed by the government in England,
their proceedings, if not absolutely criminal, af-

forded strong ground of suspicion ; and I did not

wish my character and conduct to be mixed up
and confounded with that of a set of men who,
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(even admitting their services had been useful, in

a political point of view,) there was every reason
to believe, had been actuated by very different

motives, and were entitled to no merit, as moral

agents. I therefore resolved to take every pre-
caution not to allow it to evaporate in vague and

general discussion, which could only tend to make
the matter worse. My situation was, however,
in the highest degree delicate and embarrassing,
as none of the parties, interested on my account,
could communicate with each other. The Lord
Advocate and Mr. Finlay were the only persons
who had seats in the House, that were acquainted
with all the circumstances. Both of them pro-
fessed a strong desire that justice should be done
to my character, but they could take no measures
in common, for, from the time the latter had

charged the former gentleman with incapacity, all

intercourse between them had ceased. Mr. Jef-

frey and Mr. Cockburn interested themselves

warmly in the matter, but their opinions were too
much at variance with the general policy pursued,
to admit of their communicating with any of the
members of government.

It was my first object to ascertain if the mi-

nistry would sanction an inquiry, and I pointed
out to the Lord Advocate the advantages which
would be derived from following that course.

I told him that a deep impression had been
made upon the minds of the mass of the people,
that government ha,d acted unfairly toward them ;

that, if errors had been committed, it would
have a much better effect to acknowledge them

candidly ; and, on the contrary, if they were con-
vinced they had acted properly, nothing could
be so pernicious as throwing a veil of intrigue and

mystery over matters which ought to have been

prosecuted boldly and as openly avowed ; that I
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was most anxious to avow and explain everything
I had done and every circumstance that had come
under my observation, and I urged him to press
the propriety of having me examined at the bar of

the House of Commons, or by a committee, if one

was appointed. Whether my representations
made any impression, or whether they ever had
hesitated about the propriety of sanctioning an

inquiry, I am unable to say, but it was some time

before the Lord Advocate could inform me what
course they intended to pursue, until it drew near

the opening of the session, when he told me it was
determined to resist every attempt at inquiry
whatever. The reason he assigned was, that it

would be a violation of every principle of state

policy, to permit inquiry into the internal mea-

sures of government ; that, as far as I had been

concerned, he was satisfied it would be attended

with advantage ; but he had reason to know mat-

ters had been very differently conducted in several

parts of England, and, were the general principle

admitted, inquiry could not be conceded in one

point without conceding it in all, so that the only
alternative was, to resist it altogether ; that the

opposition in parliament were equally aware that

the principle could never be admitted, and that

they were only making a pretext for the purpose
of embarrassing the government ;

but if they

attempted to arraign my conduct in the house, he

would be ready in his place to defend it.

Conscious that the ministry could easily com-

mand a majority to quash all regular inquiry, this

declaration put an end to any hope I had enter-

tained of having an opportunity of explaining my
own case. I was also aware^that, if an attack was
made upon me, and my defence was left to the

Lord Advocate, or any member of administration,

it would be considered, by three-fourths of the
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community, as tantamount to a sentence of con-

demnation. I therefore applied to Mr. Jeffrey, to

endeavour to procure some independent member,
of weight and influence, or, at all events, some of

the members connected with the opposition, to

bring forward my case, and he immediately in-

formed several ; amongst whom were Mr. Aber-

crombie, Mr. Brougham, and Mr. Grant, of Ro-
thiemurchus. Mr. Brougham made the most
minute inquiries of Mr. Jeffrey, as to his know-

ledge of my previous character, as well as into

all the circumstances connected with that parti-
cular transaction ; and I waited for a considerable

time to learn the determination. Nothing, how-

ever, transpired until a few days before the open-

ing of the session, when Mr. Jeffrey informed me
that, at a meeting of the members connected with
the opposition, held in the house of Earl Grey,
for the purpose of arranging the plan of the par-

liamentary campaign, my case had been fully con-

sidered. That they were satisfied I had been
influenced by laudable motives, and that there

appeared to be nothing reprehensible in my con-

duct ; but, if they brought the matter forward in

the house, for the purpose of vindicating me, the

ministry would immediately take advantage of it,

as a set-off against the case of Oliver and others,
which admitted of no such justification. It had,

therefore, been resolved to avoid introducing it

altogether, and to confine the charge to the crown

lawyers and others, in official situations,for suborn-

ation of evidence.

Thus were all my endeavours, and the hopes I

had entertained of having the matter fully ex-

plained in parliament, frustrated ; and it exhibits

a practical lesson of injustice resulting from the

collision of parties, which requires no comment.
It was, however, exactly what Mr. Jeffrey had
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foretold, although he made every exertion in his

power to prevent it. Baffled in all those attempts,
one resource only remained, which was, to endea-
vour to induce Mr. Finlay to bring it forward in

the house ; and, for this purpose, I went to Glas-

gow, and had a personal interview with him pre-
vious to his going to London. He was, above all

other persons, more immediately bound to see

justice done to me, and best qualified to enter
into the necessary explanations. Whether he was
afraid of exposing his own conduct by explaining
mine, I will not pretend to say, my readers must
form their own judgment, by a reference to the

preceding details ; but I found him altogether
averse to agitating the subject in parliament,

although he faithfully promised to enter fully into

the question, if brought up by any other member
in the course of the expected discussions.

Under those circumstances the session of par-
liament opened, and, in a few days, Lord Archi-

bald Hamilton preferred the charges against the

crown lawyers of Scotland. The only evidence
which could be adduced to prove their delinquency
was the deposition of Campbell, as given on the

trial, which was met by a decided negative by the

Lord Advocate, in name of all the parties accused.

It was therefore the veracity of one party opposed
to the veracity of another ; and, if the collective

body of the House of Commons is to be con-

sidered a correct judge of what constitutes the

test of truth, the crown lawyers were in the right,
for the question was decided in their favour by a

large majority*.
* The opposition were so extremely cautious and secret in ar-

ranging their plans, previous to the opening of the session, that the

crown lawyers in vain endeavoured to discover the points they
were to be attacked upon. In consequence of the breach with

Mr. Finlay, the Lord Advocate depended entirely upon me for a

detail of all the facts which had not occurred within his own
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In the discussion on Scotch affairs, no allusion

whatever was made to my case, which excited no
little surprise in the minds of my goodfriends in

Glasgow, who were altogether ignorant of the

cause ; and believing there were no means of con-

knowledge, to enable him to refute or palliate whatever charges

might be preferred against him. Each of the parties knew
that I was communicating with the others; but my situation

was extremely embarrassing, as I became the depositary of what

each, for the time being, wished to keep secret. With a just feel-

ing for the delicacy of my situation, Mr. Jeffrey, as much as pos-
sible, refrained from introducing any topic not directly connected
with my own case; but he could not avoid mentioning the points
to which the attack was to be confined, in the understanding that

I was not to put the crow?i lawyers on their guard against it. The
Lord Advocate expected to obtain the information he required, on
his arrival in London. In this he was, however, disappointed ;

nor did the manner in which Lord Archibald Hamilton gave notice

of his motion throw any light upon the subject; and, in this di-

lemma, he wrote express to the Solicitor General, to urge me to

obtain the information from some of my friends. When the Soli-

citor General applied to me, 1 told him he was aware I had never

broken confidence with them; and that, in the most trying cir-

cumstances, I had refrained from all communication with my friends

until the last moment, to which I had given my pledge, had

expired, and that he could not expect me to act upon a different

principle with others; that I knew distinctly upon what points
the charges were to be preferred, but it had been communicated to

me in confidence, for my personal satisfaction, and I did not con-

sider myself at liberty to give any information respecting it. The
Solicitor General replied, that my conduct was candid and honour-
able in that instance, as well as it had been in others ; that he had
not another word to say, as they were entitled to meet the charges
against them in the best manner they could, without subjecting me
to further inquiry. My feeble testimony can add little to the cha-

racter of that gentleman ;
but 1 owe it in justice to his memory to

say, that, in all my intercourse with him, which included many an
hour's general conversation, his conduct was in the highest degree
candid and honourable. With no showy or very brilliant talents,

he had a high-toned aristocratic feeling, which induced him to con-

sider the plebeian order of too little consequence in society; but

he disdained to stoop to anything mean to accomplish an object,
and had too much straightforward honesty to evince any of the

Machiavelian suppleness of the statesman. He frankly admitted

many of the errors committed by government; one of which was,

that, as far as it respected Scotland, there was no necessity for the

Suspension Bill in 1817.



130

trovrting their misrepresentations, they again

urged Lord Archibald Hamilton to bring it for-

ward. That noble Lord attempted to redeem his

pledge at a subsequent period, at the close of a

debate on a motion made by Mr. Fazakerley, to

inquire into the conduct of Oliver ; but as soon

as he introduced my name, he was immediately
beat down by the uproar and noise from the op-

position benches. Trivial as was this circum-

stance, it afforded Mr. Finlay a fair opportunity
for entering into explanation, had he felt any seri-

ous inclination to do so ; and the only apology he

attempted to make, in answer to my repeated re-

monstrances, for allowing that opportunity to slip,

was, that the little that had been said required no

answer, nobody having attended to it, and the

house would hear nothing farther on the subject.
In the numerous discussions which took place in

parliament, relative to the internal policy of go-
vernment, during the sessions of 1818-19, my name
was never again mentioned; but whatever evil

resulted to society, from the conduct of the dif-

ferent parties, no blame can be attachable to me,
as I did every thing in my power to bring the

case forward in the only places where it could

have been properly discussed. I was made the

victim of their contending interests ; for, when
men of the first rank and education, to serve a

party purpose, suffered me to remain under im-

putations, calculated to drive a person of well-

regulated mind almost beyond the pale of civilized

society, greater impartiality was not to be ex-

pected from others less favourably situated ; while

a public appeal would have been equally ineffec-

tual, amidst the ferments consequent on the mea-
sures then pursued. My friends, indeed, were
united in opinion that, under existing circum-

stances, no effort I could make would remove the
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impression; and, as my private prospects wei'e

irretrievably ruined, there was no other resource

but to press the government for indemnification,

and, writhing under all the tortures of mental

agony, the situation of my family obliged me to

submit to the humiliating alternative.

From that period, my intercourse with the par-
ties with whom I had become involved being con-

fined entirely to personal concerns, minute detail

will be deemed superfluous by those who con-

sider nothing interesting which has not a direct

relation to public events. The task I have im-

posed upon myself is not a very gracious one ;

and where the narrator can derive no pleasure or

gratification himself, and is in doubt of being able

to communicate instruction or amusement to

others, brevity must always be most desirable.

The remaining part of my personal narrative can

develop no new principle or spring of action.

Circumstances of a similar kind have a thousand
times occurred, and have been as often reiterated.

It can, therefore, only be interesting, in as far as

it may point out individuals to have been pos-
sessed of the good or bad qualities which belong
to our common nature. In a moral point of view,
it is admitted to be as necessary to the wellbeing
of society, to expose the weakness, errors, and
vices of those placed in conspicuous situations, as

to point out examples of a contrary tendency; but
the latter will always be more gratifying to a well-

regulated mind, while the former must always
appear rather invidious, and attended with some

degree of suspicion, when accompanied by the
idea of real or supposed personal injustice. To
that charge I may be exposed, but a relation of

facts, in such a case, is the best commentary. My
object is, to show men as they are, not as they
ought to be ; and if that relation should exhibit
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indecision, bad faith, pitiful shuffling, and ter-

giversation unworthy of men filling high official

situations, my own character is equally open to

examination.

At the interview Mr. Finlay had with Lord

Sidmouth, relative to my situation, at the close of

the session of 1817, already alluded to, it was

agreed that the Lord Advocate, as official organ,
should conduct the arrangement, to whom Lord
Sidmouth engaged to communicate his sentiments,
Mr. Finlay not heing to interfere, unless the Lord
Advocate failed to arrange it satisfactorily. It

was almost immediately after ascertained, that

the case was to become the subject of parliament-

ary discussion, in consequence of which nothing
whatever was done ; it being agreed, upon all

hands, it would be better to allow it to stand over

until the result of the discussions was known.
The Lord Advocate returned to Scotland, in high

spirits, immediately after the disposal of Lord
Archibald Hamilton's motion, in February, 1818,
when he told me, [I quote his Lordship's express

words,]
" that all parties in parliament were satis-

fied I had done my duty to society in a correct

and honourable manner ; as a proof of which,
none of the other side of the house dared even to

whisper my name, although well acquainted with
all the particulars; that he had explained my
conduct and situation at the Treasury Board,
after the debate was over in the house, where it

had been fully discussed ; that they were all sen-

sible I had had a very difficult task to perform,
and must have suffered much; but that I had
conducted myself so entirely to the satisfaction of
all who were acquainted with the true state of

affairs, that he was determined the first minister

of the country was determined nay, the whole

Treasury Board were determined that I should
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be fully compensated, and that I should be placed
in a situation which would enable me to live com-

fortably during the remainder of my life." He
added, that some delay would take place before

the arrangement could be completed, as they
wished the thing to be entirely blown over, and

they were also hurried with the approaching
elections ; but, in the mean time, I was to allow

myself to suffer no pecuniary inconvenience, as

he would give me a draft upon his banker for any
money I required.

I depicted, in the most vivid colours, the misery
I suffered by being kept so long in a state of

suspense, and urged his Lordship to press the

matter to as speedy a decision as possible ; but

nothing definite took place until the 26th of May,
when he informed me, that the ministry were
afraid they would be drawn over tlie coals by the

opposition, if they made any appointment directly
under their own patronage*. He was, therefore,,

requested to submit it, for my consideration, to

accept an outfit to the Cape of Good Hope, where
I should receive a grant of land, accompanied with
a strong recommendation to the governor of the

colony. My answer to this important proposition
was requested in two days, which afforded little

time to consult my friends. The same reasons,

however, which prevented me from accepting the

* Their fears arose from the attacks made against them at that

period, in parliament, for appointing Mr. Reynolds to a Consul-

ship. That person had been deeply implicated in the confederacy
which led to the rebellion in Ireland, in 1798 ; and, after making
discoveries to government, became the leading witness for the

crown, on the trials of M'Cann, Byrne, and Bond, his former

associates, who were ail convicted of high treason. He afterwards

became the special protegee of the late Marquis of Londonderry,
then Secretary of State for Ireland; and his former conduct
was resuscitated, by his being most injudiciously and improperly
appointed one of the jury for the County of Middlesex, on the

trials for treason, in 1817.
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offer made by them, to go to America, operated
in a still stronger degree here, when the vague
and indefinite principle upon which I should have
to go out, and the circumstances of the colony
were fully taken into consideration. At the time

appointed, therefore, I waited upon the Lord Ad-
vocate and stated my reasons for rejecting the

offer.

On this occasion a rather singular conversa-

tion took place. After fully explaining to him,
that I could not go to a distant foreign station,

without exposing my family to the greatest ha-

zard and doing the utmost violence to my own
feelings, I told him, that the objection stated

against making an arrangement at home appeared
to me to be completely puerile, and, in point of

fact, was no objection at all, as the case did not

apply ; that I claimed no reward for the services

which it was acknowledged I had rendered, but
indemnification for the positive loss I had sus-

tained ; that no pecuniary compensation they
could give, could ever atone for the mental suffer-

ings I had undergone; but that the prejudice
which had been excited against me, had deprived
me of all equal chance in society, and that I con-

sidered them in honour bound to make up my
losses, to such an extent at least as to enable me
to maintain a rank in society equal to the one I

could have held by my own exertion, and I wanted
no more ; that the leading members of the oppo-
sition in parliament were perfectly sensible how
the matter stood, and that it was no parallel case

to those they had objected to; that I most ar-

dently desired they would bring it forward, to

give me an opportunity of entering into such ex-

planations as would remove a part of the preju-
dice existing out of doors ; but, by the principle

upon which both parties had acted, they denied
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me that privilege, and I would not, unless I were"

compelled, expatriate myself, until I had the

means of explaining with some hope of success.

He then replied, that they did not attach much im-

portance to any attempt of the opposition to im-

pugn their conduct ; but the chief difficulty which

prevented government from making an appoint-
ment to a situation directly under their patronage,
arose from their fear of being overwhelmed with
solicitations in behalf of men who had been em-

ployed in England, for whom they neither had,
nor were disposed to make, any provision ; that,

although government were perfectly sensible of
the difference between my case and theirs, they
did not wish to be forced to enter into explana-
tions to the applicants on the behalf of those men,
which such an appointment would render un-

avoidable ; but that he would inform Lord Sid-

mouth of the nature of my objections to the pro-

positions submitted, and let me know the import
of his answer as soon as he received it. The
session of parliament terminated, however, with-

out any communication being made to me, al-

though the Bill of Indemnity had justified minis-

ters for all their proceedings, which was considered

to put an end to farther discussion ; and when I

importuned the Lord Advocate, he told me he
had written repeatedly without obtaining any de-

finite answer. As he could take no responsibility

upon himself, at his request, I drew up a short

representation of all the facts and circumstances,
which he forwarded to Lord Sidmouth, on the 2d
of September ; but it had no better success.

Mr. Reddie had, from the commencement, felt

an intense interest in my situation, and as I kept
up a regular correspondence with him, he remon-
strated strongly against the injustice of keeping
me so long in suspense ; to which the Lord Ad-
vocate answered, he was not at all blameable, as
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lie had pressed the matter until, he believed,

he had rendered himself disagreeable. As all par-
ties had been alike liberal in their professions, it

was difficult for me to judge whose conduct was

really censurable. My friends, however, were

agreed in opinion, that I had completely exhausted
the official quarter in Scotland, and I told the

Lord Advocate that, as I looked upon Mr. Finlay
in honour bound to see justice done to me, I

would immediately call upon him to interfere.

At a former period his Lordship had told me the

matter had been intrusted entirely to himself, and
that he felt sufficiently interested, on my account,
to render Mr. Finlay's interference unnecessary;
but he now assured me, if Mr. Finlay, or any
other person, could be of service, in supporting
his representations, he wa% perfectly agreeable

they should do so. Mr. Finlay had been some
time absent, in France, but, previous to his leav-

ing England, it had been agreed, if any obstacle

was thrown in the way of a settlement, he should
be instantly apprised of it ; and, early in October,
Mr. Reddie forwarded to him copies of my corre-

spondence with the Lord Advocate, and, as soon
as he arrived in London, he solicited an interview

with Lord Sidmouth. A meeting took place, in

consequence, on the 17th of the above month,
after which Mr. Finlay wrote me, that the repre-
sentation had been transmitted by the Lord Ad-
vocate and fully considered ; that my services and
motives were as warmly and justly appreciated
by all the parties as they were by himself, and as

strong a desire existed to do me justice, but that

difficulties were in the way of accomplishing that

desire, which he would be better able to explain
at a future period ; that, in the mean time, an an-

nuity should be paid me, to meet my running
expenses, on a moderate scale, until a more per-
manent arrangement should be made.
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When the proposal was made for me to go to

the Cape of Good Hope, Mr. Finlay gave it as

his opinion that, whatever engagement I entered

into, I ought to have it committed to writing, as

their verbal promises were not worth a straw. He,
however, now stated, he had the most perfect
reliance on the promise made to him being faith-

fully performed, although I was never able to

learn the ground upon which he had changed his

opinion ; nor did I receive any explanation of the

causes which prevented a determinate settlement.

He desired me to make no allusion to the arrange-
ment he had concluded, in any of my communi-
cations with the Lord Advocate, as it would be

officially announced to him, in the usual way, with

authority to affix the times and manner of paying
the annuity. When I called on the Lord Advo-
cate, he denied having received intimation of any
settlement whatever ; and, after various applica-
tions, told me, on the llth of January, 1819, that

he had, in repeated letters, pressed my claims in

the most urgent manner ; that he had represented
it as a case in which he was personally interested,
and for which he considered himself personally

responsible, but he had never obtained any satis-

factory answer, either as to the cause of the delay
or the time it would exist. That the money he
had advanced was out of his own means; which he
had considered himself bound to do, both from a
sense ofduty and personal feeling, even if it should

never be refunded, of which he was very uncer-

tain. That he had been apprised of Mr. Finlay

having called at Lord Sidmouth's office, and was

glad he had done so, as by that means I might
learn he was dealing fairly with me ; for he saw
no possible reason for their acting as they were

doing. That it was a case of most excessive hard-

ship, but he would endeavour to come to an
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understanding on the matter, when he went up
to attend his duty in parliament. I told his Lord-

ship that, however much I felt obliged for his

humanity, I had no wish to lay myself under any
personal obligation, as I considered, upon every

principle of honour and justice, my claim was one
of right, and not of grace or favour.

I apprised Mr. Reddie, from time to time, of the

difficultiesthrown in the way,even ofthe temporary
measure which Mr. Finlay had represented as con-

cluded ; and early in February, my letters, detailing
all that had transpired with the Lord Advocate,
were forwarded to Mr. Finlay in London. On the

8th of that month, he again waited upon Lord
Sidmouth, and, by a letter of that day's date, I was

informed, that he had received assurances that

immediate instructions should be given to pay up
the arrears of the annuity which had been pro-
mised, and to continue it by regular instalments,
until a satisfactory arrangement could be made ;

that the Lord Advocate had called the same day,
and had urged the matter very strongly; and that

I might rest myself quite easy, for my desire to

have the whole matter settled could hardly be

stronger than it was there. About three weeks

after, the Lord Advocate was called down to Scot-

land for a short time on business, when I waited

upon him, never entertaining a doubt but he was

fully authorized to make a formal recognition of

the engagement made with Mr. Finlay. He, how-

ever, denied all knowledge of any specific arrange-
ment ; saying, that no settlement could be got at

the time, but that lie understood there were some
arrears due, to enable me to meet present exigen-
cies, the particulars of which he would explain
before he left Scotland. Thalt explanation was,

however, never given, as he went off a few days
after, leaving notice that he could give no satis-
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faction until he returned to London, when he
would write to me immediately on his arrival; and,
in a short time after, he sent me an order for some

money, without making a single allusion to the

principle upon which the remittance was made.
At this time I met with a severe domestic affliction

in the death of my only son ; and harassed and
worn out with such tantalizing treatment, I was
for some time incapable of prosecuting the matter
further.

Things, therefore, remained in the above situa-

tion until the middle of June, when the sudden
and unexpected death of Lord Reston, one of the

judges of the Court of Session, produced a change
in the law arrangements in Scotland. The Lord
Advocate was raised to the bench, under the title

of Lord Meadowbank, and Sir William Rae, the

present Lord Advocate, appointed to succeed
him in office. Lord Meadowbank arrived in Edin-

burgh on the 21st of June ; and, soon after, I

wrote him a letter, representing that the gentle-
man who was to succeed him in office having no

knowledge of me, nor of the circumstances, could
not be expected to feel an equal degree of interest

in the case ; that, from the interest he had pro-
fessed to feel, and the personal obligation which he

considered himself under, to see justice done, I ex-

pected he would bring it to a definite conclusion

before resigning it into the hands of his successor.

On no notice being taken of this letter, nor
another of a similar import, which I sent some
time after, Mr. Reddie remonstrated with him on
the impropriety of not coming to an explicit un-

derstanding with his successor, to prevent the

necessity of disagreeable repetitions ; and, on the

27th of July, he acquainted Mr. Reddie, that he
had settled everything in a satisfactory manner
before he resigned his former office. Mr. Reddie
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accompanied this intelligence with a request, that

I should call personally upon his Lordship ; and,
on the 4th of August, I waited upon him, when
he shortly informed me that he declined all farther

interference, having left it to the Secretary ofState

and Sir William llae ; that he had explained

everything to the latter gentleman, and would
send me a card of introduction to him in the

course of the evening. I received an open card

a few days afterwards, which was, verbatim, as

follows :
" The hearer is Mr. Richmond, the cir-

cumstances of whose case I fully explained to

your Lordship." When I waited upon Sir Wil-

liam Rae with this note, he told me that he had
not seen Lord Meadowbank, nor did he know any

thing of the case ; but that he would write to

the Secretary of State for instructions how to act,

and inform me of the result*.

The session of Parliament being closed, Mr.

Finlay was then in Scotland, and he and Mr. lled-

die expressed the greatest indignation, when I in-

formed them of Lord Meadowbank's conduct, and
that he had made no arrangement whatever with

* This finished ray correspondence with Lord Meadowbank, and

the detail conveys no very prepossessing view of his character or

conduct. How far he might have been controlled by others, it is

impossible for me to judge. In some instances, where I solicited

small favours for others, in matters immediately under his own

control, I found him ready to oblige, and prompt in execution,

and he treated me always with the greatest affability and

respect. It was rumoured in the law circle, at the time, that he

was himself disappointed ;
that he considered his services entitled

him to the situation of Lord Chief Baron in the Court of Exchequer,
which office was then about to become vacant ; but the superior
services or interest of Sir Samuel Shepherd, the English Attorney

General, superseded him. Admitting, however, that he felt cha-

grined at the ministry for underrating his services, it will be difficult

to reconcile his professions with his conduct in my case
; and, sup-

posing he had been guilty of no previous neglect, his ceasing to

take any interest on my account, the moment he found he was to

change his official situation, is not easily reconcileable either with

justice or correct feeling.
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his successor. Mr. Finlay immediately wrote to

Lord Sidmouth, remonstrating against the non-
fulfilment of the promise made to him ; and Sir

William Rae, having occasion to be on business at

Glasgow, Mr. Reddie and Mr. Finlay had an

opportunity of partially introducing the subject
to him personally. A few days afterwards he
wrote me to call upon him, which I did, on the

31st of August, when he stated, that he was

ignorant of particulars, but understood I had
been very badly used, and that it was his de-

cided opinion that not a moment's delay ought
to have taken place in settling a matter of the

kind ; that he did not consider it necessary that

he should be made acquainted with the particulars,
as government were fully aware of them, and he
was not likely to have any control over them.
He then produced two letters he had received

from Lord Sidmouth ; the first directing him to

pay the annuity they had promised, upwards of

six months of it being then due ; and the second,
which was of a subsequent date, requesting him
to furnish me with copies of the circular letter

issued from the Colonial Office, respecting emigra-
tion to Algoa Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope.
I was requested to weigh the matter maturely,
and if I would agree to go out, he was desired to

assure me I would receive an outfit, and a strong-
recommendation to the civil government; in other

words, it was a repetition of the offer made the

preceding year, which I had then declined ; but

whether it was considered that time, and the

schooling I had received, had enlightened my
judgment and qualified me better for the situation

of an African backwoodsman, must be left for

those to determinate who renewed the proposi-
tion. The Lord Advocate declining all inter-

ference, requested me to return him a written
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answer, to be transmitted to Lord Sidmouth ; and,

although nothing had occurred to induce me to

change my sentiments, I did not wish to do any
thing hastily or unadvisedly, and I again submit-

ted the matter to my friends. I went to Glasgow
and had a meeting with Messrs. Finlay and Red-

die, when the whole of my treatment was fully
discussed. I pointed out difficulties which ap-

peared to me insurmountable, and they and my
friends coincided entirely in my opinion; foi%

besides the objections of a general nature, (already

mentioned,) against leaving the country, there

were others of a particular description, applying
to the settlement at the Cape, which the fate of

the unfortunate Colonists at Algoa Bay has since

but too fatally realized. It was therefore agreed
that I should finally reject the offer ; and, on the

21st of September, I returned an answer to the

Lord Advocate, detailing my reasons at length,
which he immediately transmitted to London.
On the 6th of October I had a card from his

Lordship, requesting to see me. He informed me
he had received an answer from the Secretary of

State, importing, that as I declined going to the

Cape on the terms proposed, government prefer-
red settling my claim in money. That he was
directed to inquire what sum I would consider a

fair indemnification, he being, to a certain extent,

empowered to settle it, if we could agree upon
the amount. I told him I had no objection to the

principle of such an arrangement, but felt a de-

licacy in condescending upon any specific sum ;

and, as he had no knowledge of the circumstances*
it was impossible for him to form an adequate idea

of the case. I therefore proposed to refer it to

Messrs. Finlay and Reddie, as the most competent
judges ; and that I would submit to any decision

they thought proper to give. To this proposition
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he, however, objected. He said, that government
did not wish a reference to be made to any third

party, and he was instructed to ascertain my own
opinion, which he wished to have in a day or two
at farthest. When I called upon him again, I

repeated my objection to mention any sum, and
that there was no necessity for any delicacy with
Mr. Finlay or Mr. Reddie, who, in all the previ-
ous stages, had communicated directly with the
Home Secretary and the late Lord Advocate;
and I again insisted for reference being made to

them. He, however, persisted in having my own
opinion first ; and when I partially explained the

positive loss I had sustained, by the total ruin of
all my prospects, viewed only in a pecuniary light,
and apart from the injury done to my feelings, he
said it involved a question of much greater mag-
nitude than he had been led to believe ; that it

was impossible for him to be a proper judge, and,

although it had been in some measure left to his

discretion, he knew that government did not ex-

pect him to go to the extent which, from the view
I had given, such a case would require. That
he did not wish to take any side in the question,
but would transmit any representation which I
chose to make ; and, as he was of opinion it had
been too long delayed, that I should also write

Mr. Finlay, and get it brought to a conclusion at

once.

After fully ascertaining Messrs. Finlay and
Rcddie's opinions, and consulting with my friends,
on the 28th of October, I gave in a repre-

sentation, explaining the nature of my situation

and expectations in 1816, when Mr. Finlay soli-

cited my interference, with all the consequences
that had followed, in a manner which might enable
the Secretary of State clearly to comprehend the

principle upon which the value of a sum of money
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Was to be estimated, in the circumstances in which
it had placed me ; and concluded by alluding to

the solemn assurance given at a former period,
that the injuries I had sustained would be repaired,
as far as it could be effected by pecuniary com-

pensation.

Having learnt that the Lord Advocate had re-

ceived an answer to the above communication, I

called upon him on the 13th of November, when
he read me an extract of a letter from Mr. Hob-
house, to the following effect :

" That he had laid

his Lordship's letter, with the enclosure, before

Lord Sidmouth, and was directed by him to say,
with respect to the claims of Richmond, they ap-

pear to be greatly inflated; government never

having given him any assurance that they would

place him in a situation where he would live com-

fortable during the remainder of his life ; that Lord
Sidmouth adhered to the instructions formerly

given," which was, to offer a sum, not amounting
to one-fourth of my actual loss,

"
and, whether I

accepted it or not, the Lord Advocate was di-

rected to discontinue the annuity previously

granted." The Lord Advocate added, that I cer-

tainly must have been deceived or mistaken ; for

he believed Lord Sidmouth was a very honest man,
and would not deny any promise he had made, or

refuse to redeem any pledge he had given. I re-

plied that, as his Lordship knew nothing of the

particulars, it was of little use for me to expostu-
late with him, but that my feelings had been out-

raged and trifled with, in a most wanton and cruel

manner ; that, whether promises had been made
or not, did not alter the nature of right, and I

only wished to have what I was in justice entitled

to, as I made no claim upon their generosity;
that when the prejudice I had to encounter, from
those who had no knowledge of my conduct and
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previous situation, was taken into consideration,
I had a right to expect other treatment from those

who did
; and, although I could not conceive a

question of right at all depended upon the faith

of promises, it remained to be shown whether
Lord Sidmouth or others had asserted a falsehood,
for I had a sufficient number of written documents
in my possession to prove the accuracy of my
statement*. I added, that as his Lordship's pre-
decessor and others had thought proper to act in

the manner they had done, I had only Messrs.

Finlay and Reddie to look to ; and, as I must de-

cline his Lordship's offer, I would immediately
acquaint them with the circumstances.
The same day on which Messrs. Finlay and

Reddie received my letter, conveying the above

intelligence, they had an opportunity of meeting
the Lord Advocate in Glasgow ; when Mr. Finlay
told him, in a very decided manner, that he con-
sidered the obligation sacred, on the part of

government, to pay the annuity they had pro-
mised, until they made some other arrangement
more satisfactory to me. After hearing Messrs.

Finlay and Reddie's opinion, it was agreed, that

he should be furnished with a memorandum
of the services I had rendered, and that he
and Mr. Finlay should, together, wait upon
Lord Sidmouth, on their arrival in London, at

the opening of the session, which was to take

place in a few days. Some delay took place, after

their arrival in London, in consequence of a more

special statement being required from Mr. Reddie,
before a conference could take place. They did

* His Lordship seemed rather surprised at this information ;

imagining, I presume, that all the parties ought to have acted with
the same official caution as himself, he having carefully abstained

from attaching his signature to any of the notes he had sent me ;

and, on hearing it, observed, that I had better think over the mat-
ter for a few days.
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hot, however, see Lord Sidmouth, but the repre-
sentation was presented to Mr. Hobhouse, by the

Lord Advocate and Mr. Finlay, about the middle
of December, accompanied with a strong recom-
mendation and opinion, that the sum proposed as

an indemnification was altogether inadequate. I

did not learn the result of the representation, un-

til the 4th of January, 1820, when the Lord Ad-

vocate, who was in Scotland during the Christmas

recess, sent me a note to call upon him ; when he
read me a letter he had received from Mr*

Hobhouse, to the following effect:
" That he had

laid the written statement, put into his hands,
before Lord Sidmouth, and related the substance

of the conversation which he had the honour to

have with his Lordship and Mr. Finlay, relative

to A. Richmond; and he was directed by his

Lordship to say, that, without throwing any re-

flection on the manner he came to be involved,
the circumstances mentioned were not known to

his Majesty's Government, until a considerable

time after they had occurred; Lord Sidmouth,
therefore, cannot agree to allow more than the
sum already specified." I told the Lord Advo-
cate that, as he disavowed being a party, and had

apparently done everything in his power, I would
make no remark upon the original merits of the

case ; but, supposing the objection stated to be

true, it was no reason why they should act un-

justly, when the circumstances came to their

knowledge ; that, in point of fact, I had been led

to believe it was altogether different, and I must
therefore have recourse to those who had repeat-

edly assured me that government had solemnly

pledged themselves to see me fully indemnified.

Against this decision of the Home Secretary
Mr. Reddie again strongly remonstrated, and Mr.

Finlay, by a letter of the 20th of January, in-
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formed me that,, on learning the import of the an-
swer to the former representation, he had waited
on Lord Sidmouth the preceding day, and had
stated his opinion in so decided a manner, that

the matter was in a fair way of being adjusted, by
my being appointed to a place as originally stipu-
lated. Notwithstanding all I could urge, however,
I could obtain no information of the nature or

locality of the situation proposed, to enable me to

make any domestic arrangement until the llth of

April; when Mr. Reddie wrote me, they had at

last received a written assurance from the proper
authority, that the promises made to me by the
late Lord Advocate would be in every respect ful-

filled; and that, in the mean time, the annuity
should be continued, no part of it having been paid
from August 1819*. No specific measure, how-

*
I give the circumstances which produced this assurance, as a

specimen of the intrinsic value of the promises of the late Right
Honourable Secretary. In the earlier stages of the business,

although he had been very profuse in his professions to give me a

liberal indemnification, they were all verbal, and sufficiently vague
and general to enable him to give his own definition of the term.

When Mr. Finlay called upon him, in January, and told him what
he considered my former prospects and conduct entitled me to, and
the assurances that had been given me by the late Lord Advocate
in his Lordship's name, he sheltered himself under cover of the

Lord Advocate having exceeded his powers, if he had given any
such assurance as I had represented.
When Mr. Finlay applied for my assistance, in December

1816, he had received two letters from the Lord Advocate,

authorising him to offer me a situation under government, of a
certain specified value, as an inducement for me to lend my
assistance. The precise amount of the value of the situation

offered I never knew ; for, as I formerly mentioned, I at once

peremptorily spurned the idea of acting from such a motive. Mr.

Finlay had, however, preserved the two letters, and to bring the

matter to a point, he had recourse to them on that occasion.

Lord Sidmouth expressed a wish to see the documents, not seeming
to depend altogether upon his word, but Mr. Finlay could not, at

the time, produce them, he having them deposited in his private
bureau in Glasgow, and could not procure them until he was there

personally. On the adjourning of parliament, in consequence of



154

ever, resulted from this notification, except that

the annuity was very partially paid up.
I had now no direct communication with the

Lord Advocate, nor could I ascertain anything
but through the medium of Mr. Finlay; and

although, in letter after letter, I pointed out in

the most forcible light the sufferings my family
endured from being kept in suspense, he became
so exceedingly reserved in his communications,
that I could obtain nothing but evasive answers ;

until, by a letter dated the 18th of June, I was in-

formed he had had a conversation relative to my
business ; that he found the difficulties in the way
of a permament settlement fully as great as ever,

and, if there were any difference, even greater ;

that the annuity would be regularly continued,

through his medium, until the situation promised
was procured, but I could obtain no assurance

when it would take place ; it might occur in the

course of a week, or it might not take place for

years, unless the whole matter was terminated by
an agreement to pay a specific sum of money, in

full of all demands.
This was the last personal conference held at

the Home Department. Mr. Finlay at this period
retiring from parliament, all future correspond-
ence was carried on by letter. The matter was
now conducted entirely by Messrs. Finlay and
Reddie, the Lord Advocate, disgusted with such

vacillating conduct, having refused all further in-

terference; and, unable to obtain any kind of

the death of Hie late King, he went down to Scotland about the end
of February, when he sent the documents to the Home Secretary,
Mr. Reddie accompanying them with a letter urging my claims,
and stating that, whether the late Lord Advocate had exceeded his

powers or not, the first law officer of the crown in Scotland was at

a very low ebb indeed, if he could not, in a case of emergency,
guarantee a paltry situation. This produced the answer above

stated, when Mr. Finlay returned to London in April.
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security which would enable me to put my family
in any settled situation, I wrote them, that as the
basis of an accommodation was laid by the prin-

ciple of indemnification by a sum of money, being
recognised by both parties, the only difference

which could arise must be respecting the amount;
that as there was no appearance of obtaining a

settlement upon other terms, I put it entirely into

their hands ; that they were perfectly aware ofthe

difficulties I had to encounter, and the sufferings
I had been exposed to, but that they were to sa-

crifice everything which might have been consi-

dered due to my feelings, as they had to deal with
men who seemed incapable of appreciating them,
as my friends had foretold ; and, as the question
would be thereby reduced to the actual loss I had

sustained, I would accept of any sum which they
might consider reasonable.

The negociation was accordingly renewed upon
that basis, and continued until the end of Septem-
ber, when Mr. Reddie apprised me that, after

making every effort in their power, they were un-
able to induce government to give anything at

all like a reasonable indemnification, even on the

principle laid down ; and that, after comparing it

with the disadvantages attendant on remaining in

a state of insecurity and uncertainty, I might
draw my own conclusion. Mr. Finlay had, for a con-

siderable time, exhibited more of the cold caution
of the politician than the interest or warmth of a
friend. My annuity was never paid up, accord-

ing to agreement. It seemed to have been the

object to tire me out, as well as every one who
felt an interest on my account, by interminable

delay, and it was thoroughly accomplished. The
patience of all was exhausted, nor did any hope
remain, that the moral sense of the Right Ho-
nourable Secretary of State was sufficiently acute



156

to enable him to distinguish between my motives

and the nature of my claims, and the transcendant

virtues of the dignified moral agent his Lordship
had employed for detecting the conspiracy of

Thistlewood. I therefore consulted with the gen-
tlemen who, from time to time, had given me the

benefit of their opinion and advice, and, on the

9th of October, I empowered Messrs. Finlay and
Reddie to settle it on such terms as they were
able to obtain. I considered those instructions

would have brought the matter immediately to a

close, but some other demurrer was put in, which

produced an additional though fruitless delay of

four months. At last, in February 1821, his

Lordship finally determined that a few hundred

pounds was a sufficient indemnification for all my
losses and sufferings, physical and mental ; and as

I was completely wearied out, and had fully made

up my mind to accept of whatever was offered, it

was ultimately settled on those conditions*.

The preceding summary of my personal treat-

ment will not, I trust, be considered too diffuse

or unnecessarily extended, when I state that the
* The pertinacious sticklers for economy may allege, that his

Lordship acted with a very becoming tenderness and regard for

the public purse, in this important national negociation; unless they
be illiberal enough to charge him with realizing the proverb, of

straining at the gnat while he swallowed the camel. I will only
observe that, independent of the pain inflicted upon me by delay,
the time taken up, in the negociation, cost me a great deal more

money than his Lordship's estimate of the value of the matter in

dispute, and that my reiterated remonstrances against that useless

waste of time and money were in vain. Should this have the good
fortune to come under his Lordship's observation, it will be unne-

cessary to call to his recollection a passage from an author, from

whom I have already quoted,
" that it is much easier to ruin a man

of principle,
than a man of none ;

for he may be ruined by his scru-

ples, while knavery is supple and can bend ;" for, judging from

his Lordship's conduct, in my case, it must be inferred that, in the

course of his labours for the public benefit, he had been accustomed

to come in contact with a description of characters which it would
be difficult to bend any lower.
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direct and circuitous correspondence in my
session, relative to that part of the subject, would

occupy a couple of octavo volumes. Restricting
the view, however, to the mere personal question,
as it respects so insignificant an individual, it

must appear so unimportant as to sink into abso-

lute nothingness ; but although it must be viewed
as a matter trifling in itself, connected as it is with
the conduct of men wielding the destinies of a

great and powerful nation, it has been considered,

by all who have become acquainted with the par-
ticulars, as almost unequalled in the annals of pro-
crastination or tergiversation. A history of the

feelings excited, in the various stages, can be of

very little importance to the public. I have

therefore, as much as possible, abstained from re-

flection, confining myself to as brief a summary of
the facts as was necessary to illustrate the con-

duct of the different parties ; from which, as I

formerly observed, every one must draw his own
conclusion. I have brooded too long over the real or

imaginary wrongs I have suffered, to feel any plea-
sure in dilating farther upon them, still less am I

susceptible of indulging in personal resentments.
I shall, therefore, with the few remaining facts I

have to allude to, and the few observations I have
to make upon this branch of the subject, deviate

as little as possible from the same rule.

It will be seen, from the preceding statement,
that an evident change of conduct took place to-

wards me, immediately after the session of 1818 ;

first, while the trials, and afterwards, while the dis-

cussions in parliament were pending. They were
not only profuse in their promises, as to future in-

demnification, but they accompanied them with
an apparently warm expression of feeling for the

obloquy I was unjustly exposed to ; and, could

pecuniary supplies have had any tendency to re-
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lieve my mind, the evil might easily have been

mitigated, there being, for a time, no want of offers

of that kind. With me, however, that was a se-

condary consideration. My only anxiety was, to

have the matter fairly represented; and, in en-

deavouring to accomplish that object, I exhausted
all my own means, and had recourse to my friends

before I made any demands upon them. It might
be considered presumptuous in me, were I to

assert that any of the parties were afraid of dis-

closures ; yet I believe some of them would not,
at that time, (if they will now,) have felt much
gratified, if a fair portrait of their conduct had
been exhibited ; and it says little in favour of

their justice or generosity, that, as soon as the

discussions terminated, and the Indemnity Bill

passed, in 1818, it produced a revolution in the

whole tone of their feelings. Perhaps, indeed, the

Right Honourable Secretary of State was con-

vinced of the truth of the maxim laid down by
Julius Caesar; and, wishing to dispose of the gen-
tlemen who had been so useful to him at home,
considered them fit instruments for civilizing Caf-

frarians and American Indians. If this was his

Lordship's view, it was no small proof of his libe-

rality, that he wished to raise me to the dignity of

making one of the elements of this delectable com-

pound; for if his protegees could not, like the

first crusaders, borrow civilization from the bar-

barians whom they might be sent to civilize, they
could be in no danger of having their morals cor-

rupted ; nor did it at all detract from his Lord-

ship's generosity, that he knew popular opinion
had placed me in a situation which disabled me
from doing justice to my family without his assist-

ance.

In judging of my situation, I can enter into no

communing with those who, in forming an esti-
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mate of happiness or misery by external circum-

stances, do not admit that it, in a great measure,

depends upon the constitution of the mind ; and
it would be presumption to doubt that his Lord-

ship possessed a sufficient portion of metaphysical
acumen, to reason accurately from that postulate ;

nor can the justice of his conclusion be reason-

ably disputed, when it is considered, that the

standards to which he could appeal, to take the

measure of my mind, were selected from the un-

corrupted and incorruptible materials, emanating
from one ofthose prolific seminaries of moral im-

provement
" where all the virtues reign triumph-

ant," a metropolitan prison*. If, therefore, his

Lordship committed any mistake, he is entitled to

be forgiven, as it must have proceeded from in-

voluntary error, he having reasoned correctly
from his premises, although I felt none the less

severely the effect of the conclusion.

Constitutionally endowed with an intensity of

feeling approaching to morbid sensibility, and

acutely alive to the pleasures derived from in-

dulging the social and public affections, I was ill

qualified to meet a shock which severed me from
the greater portion of my former connexions, or

to bear with patience the misconstruction of my
motives. At an early age, I had become fami-

liarly acquainted with the condition of the labour-

ing population, in different parts of the United

Kingdoms ; had observed the evils to which they
were then exposed, and anticipated, with no plea-
sant feelings, many of those which have since

overtaken the majority of those engaged in manu-
factures. As far as the limited sphere of my ope-

* The connexion of government with Castles, Oliver, ami

Edwards, although formed at different periods, all originated in th<?

Fleet Prison. This fact has been distinctly traced, and could be

proved by incontrovertible evidence were it necessary.
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rations permitted, I had entered into every scheme
considered to have a tendency to avert or mitigate
those evils, with a degree of ardour bordering on
enthusiasm ; believing (as I still do) that every-

thing tending to exalt the great body ofthe people,
as intellectual and moral agents, must eventually

promote the true interest of the other classes of

the community. At once, however, the whole
horizon was overcast. I was denied the power of

being susceptible of anything but the lowest,

basest, and most selfish feelings. My prospects
were blighted ; my energies repressed and para-

lysed ; my honourable ambition frustrated, and
the future appeared before me one gloomy waste
and pathless wilderness. It has been often before

remarked, that the pain inflicted by a certain know-

ledge of the worst event that can take place, is

not equal, in intensity, to that resulting from sus-

pense, and on this principle some idea may be
formed of my situation, during the four years
above alluded to ; for, added to all other diffi-

culties, I could form no domestic arrangement,
not being certain for one day what the next might
bring forth. Perhaps the best illustration I can

five

of my feelings, will be by a quotation from

pencer's Mother Hubbard's Tale.
" Full little knowest thou, that hast not tried,

What hell it is in suing long to bide
;

To lose good days that might be better spent,
To waste long nights in pensive discontent.

To speed to-day, to be put back to-morrow ;

To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow ;

To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares ;

To eat thy heart through comfortless despairs."

While I maintained the unequal contest, my
internal struggles of mind, and the uncertainty in

which I was kept, rendered it impossible for me
to attempt any regular business ; an evil of no
small magnitude, for it gave colour to a belief ge-
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uerally entertained, (which remains on the minds
of many until this moment,) that I was employed
as an emissary of government, and for that pur-
pose was supported by them. Nothing could more

clearly illustrate the force and the fallacy of pre-
conceived opinion, as the exercise ofavery ordinary
share of penetration might at once have pointed
out both its absurdity and impossibility. I re-

sided constantly with my family in the neighbour-
hood of Edinburgh, a district of country neither
involved in the distress nor infected with the

opinions which agitated the manufacturing dis-

tricts. I avoided going to any place where the
conduct of public men or public measures was
discussed ; and the contracted circles of society in

which I occasionally intermixed were not selected

because they were agreeable to my mind, but be-

cause they had neither influence nor interest in

public concerns : yet it was of no avail in allaying

suspicion. If I condemned any measure adopted by

fovernment*
it was for the purpose of entrapping,

f I approved of any, it was to call forth an oppo-
sition that some one might commit himself. If I
remained silent, I was an eavesdropper, against
whom every one ought to be on his guard ; and,

although at a distance from the manufacturing
districts, it was believed I still maintained a con-

nexion with, and exercised a talismanic influence

over them. No mischief could be hatched or plot

discovered, without my assistance ; for which

purpose I was endowed to a certain extent with

ubiquity, my presence being necessary in many
places at the same time*. Nor has this injustice

* I shall relate, as a specimen, one of the numerous absurd re-

ports of this nature, circulated in the manufacturing districts of

Scotland. In October 1821 I went to Ireland on a mercantile spe-

culation, where I was detained a few weeks, and, duringmy detention,

the disturbances which have since, at intervals, agitated the south of

that kingdom, commenced in the county of Limerick. It was imme-

M
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been confined to matters having a reference to

public measures alone; the same principle has
been extended to every attempt I have since made
to support my family in private business. In al-

most every transaction I have been met with sus-

picion, and the real or imaginary fear ofbeing over-

reached has been made a sufficient ground ofmoral

justification, for being before hand, where a loop-
hole, quirk, or quibble afforded an opportunity of

undue advantage over me.
I could enumerate many instances of this na-

ture, and might be justified in exposing a few of

the most palpable ; but it is not my intention to

insist farther on so ungracious a subject. It can
revive no very agreeable recollections, when it

comes under the observation of those who have,
either publicly or privately, injured me ; nor should

diately given out that, as the ferment had ceased in England and

Scotland, government had employed me in Ireland, where my ar-

rival had been contemporaneous with insurrections, burnings, and

murders, and that my mercantile transactions were only assumed as a

cover for my real mission. In passing through Glasgow, on my
return home, I found the above report currrently believed, and while

there, an incident occurred, illustrative of the unabashed effrontery
with which falsehoods are fabricated. A friend, with whom I had

passed the previous evening, called at the shop of a merchant, in

one of the most public places in the city, where he incidentally
met with a mercantile gentleman, just returned fronVthe south of Ire-

land. After giving some detail of the state of the country, this per-
son professed to have an intimate knowledge ofmy personal identity,
and proceeded to confirm the reports circulated by his own obser-

vations, saying he had met me at an inn in the county af Limerick,
where I still remained, that he had slept in the same bed-room
with me, and related, with the greatest circumstantiality, how I

loaded two brace of pistols, and disposed of them and other wea-

pons, before! ventured to go to rest. It will be almost unnecessary
.to add, that I had been no nearer Limerick, or any of the disturbed

districts, on that occasion, than the city of Dublin. This was,
however, no solitary instance

;
for I have myself, on several

occasions, got a history of my own character, and a description of

my person, from people professing to have known me intimately,
for many years, who looked foolish enough, when desired to com-

pare the original with the copy.
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it diminish the poignancy ofthat feeling,that I have
more pleasure in passing lightly over errors and
crimes than in dwelling upon them. There is,

however, a point beyond which forbearance is not
a virtue, nor do I feel disposed to practise it;

and as my family (who were not amenable for my
actions) have been equally involved in the conse-

quences, it may superinduce very different mea-
sures from those I have yet adopted, or might
consider necessary, were I alone the sufferer. It

is gratifying to me, that I shall have little more
occasion for egotistical reference. I have dis-

tinctly brought forward all the parties that were
essential to enable the public to form a judgment,
and the facts I have adduced must be the criteria

for censure or eulogy ; and upon these I will pass
no farther opinion. I should have felt a pleasure
in expressing the sense I entertain of many well
intended acts of kindness I have received from
some of the parties referred to, although, from an

ill-judged and mistaken timidity, approaching to

pusillanimity, they have, in many points of view,
been more injurious to me than if they had pro-
ceeded from open and avowed enemies ; and,
such is the peculiarity of the circumstances, that

an imperturbable taciturnity is the best proof I
can give of my gratitude, and the most agreeable

panegyric I can pay them*.

* I have met with every possible obstruction and discourage-
ment in preparing this narrative for the press, that was in the

power of the greater portion of the persons interested. In my
correspondence with Mr. Reddie, I fully confided in him, as a pri-

vate friend ; and, in the hurry of overtaking the post, in a few

instances, I omitted to take copies of my letters, (retaining only

memorandums,) iu the most perfect reliance that I could obtain

them, if necessary for reference, at any future time. In December

last, I apprised him I was going to proceed with this publication,
and requested him to furnish me with copies of those letters,

(amounting only to six,) as I was exceedingly anxious to make
uo misstateraent or omission. In reply, he informed me, he had
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1 liave trespassed long upon the patience of my
readers with individual consequences, yet it may
satisfy the curiosity ofsome and, in other respects,

may not be without its use ; not because I con-

sider my individuality of any public importance,
but, as we know nothing certain of the future but

by reasoning from the past, it may be a lesson to

those that follow after. Society has too few

opportunities of ascertaining the secret springs
that move in such transactions as I have described,
the agents having no desire that either their real

motives or actions should be known. Yet it is only

by an extensive knowledge of past events we can

acquire that kind of prescience which enables us,

in many cases, to foretell what will again happen,
and to use our prudence to guard against it. In
a general point of view, few accidents in political

consulted with Mr. Finlay, and, however little disposed he might
otherwise be to retain the letters, he apprehended he would be

wanting in his official duty, and expose himself to the just
censure ofgovernment, were he to give them up for the purpose
ofpromoting any publication, without previous permissionfrom
the Secretary of State for the Home Department, or the law

officers of the crown. I am at a loss to account for Mr. Reddie's

.conduct in this instance, he having, at a former period, made a

voluntary tender of those letters, and any other information that

might be useful, when required ;
but whoever, or whatever, may

have been the cause, I, nevertheless, consider him one of the most
estimable men I have ever met. In every other respect I expe-
rienced the same humane and amiable disposition, the same

sympathy and benevolence, the same candour and justice, that

characterized his conduct in all the public measures upon which I

had an opportunity of making observations. He sedulously en-

deavoured to impress upon the attention of government, that the

measures pursued had utterly ruined all my prospects, and I do
not the less highly estimate his unremitting attention and un-

wearied perseverance, to induce them to do rne justice, that all his

efforts proved abortive, for he acted consistently throughout, in

which respect he stood alone. The letters alluded to were of no

great consequence; but it is fortunate that, in conducting my cor-

respondence, I trusted little to future contingencies, as I could not

Jiow command a single document by the courtesy of any of the

parties interested.
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aftairs are unique, the seeds of most of them are?

sown in the wide field of universal nature, and)

will produce similar fruit, at periods more or less

remote. If, indeed, civilized society ever exhibited

a pure and perfect anomaly to which no parallel can
be produced, either in the ages that are past or the

present, it is the existing state of society in this

country ; and if any dependence is to be placed
on the opinions of those who have the most ex-

tensive means of practical observation, we are, at

present, enjoying only a temporary and deceitful

calm. In proportion as a combination of new
powers are extending our manufacturing system
with unexampled rapidity, conducted on a prin-

ciple, the direct tendencies of which are to debase
the mass of productive labourers, so in proportion
will the first reaction produce a scene of misery,

appalling beyond all former precedent. Similar

causes may, therefore, be expected to produce
similar results ; and, if any portion of the pending
evil can be averted, by pointing out the errors

committed during the past ferment, some part of

my design will be accomplished.
No statement of facts or general reasoning, from

so humble a source, will have much influence on
the conduct of statesmen, who are generally the
last to learn or improve. Government, by far the
most important branch of the science of morals,
has hitherto been conducted on the principle, that

the bulk of mankind are incapable of distinguish-

ing right from wrong, and physical coercion is the

instrument used, instead of operating on the

moral sympathies. On that assumption mysti-
cism has been universally resorted to, as if, as

Dean Swift has remarked, there were something
so abstruse and profound in politics, that men of

plain, honest sense could not arrive at; while, in

point of fact, men are frequently placed in situa-
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tions that give them an influence over the destinies

of nations, whose intellectual endowments and

knowledge of the habits and feelings of the bulk of

society are so superficial as scarcely to entitle them
to hold the rank or discharge the duties of village

magistrates. Judging from past experience, how-
ever, it is not at all probable that any useful or

lasting impression can be made upon that class of

men; from age to age, they have proceeded, from
blunder to blunder, on the dogmatical assumption
of their own superiority, their errors chiefly re-

sulting from being unconscious of their ignorance.
Amelioration is therefore only to be expected
from a more general diffusion of knowledge
amongst the body of the people,which,by enabling
them to take a comprehensive view of their re-

lative situation, may prevent them, when involved

in distress, from being misled by the ignorant

(though perhaps well meaning) enthusiast, or

duped by the designing. Until the people acquire
that so necessary and so desirable portion of
information and clearness of perception, nothing
could be ofmore utility than a complete elucidation

of the deceptions they practised upon each other ;

and the empirical expedients of government, from
the end of 1816 to the conviction of Thistlewood
and his associates, and those who suffered for high
treason in Scotland, in 1820. The general result

may be sufficient for the philosopher and future

historian, but the details would be useful and

important to the labouring classes, and might
assist in preventing a repetition of former errors.

Although I had no connexion with any party or

with any of the transactions subsequent to 1817,
I was not an inattentive observer of passing
events ; and, in addition to what I then learned,

from various sources, since the ferment subsided,

I have been at considerable pains to obtain in-
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formation from several of the prominent actors,

both in England and Scotland. I will not attempt
to enter into a minute detail ; but as neither go-
vernment nor its agents, nor the party opposed to

them, are likely to become the historians of their

own delinquencies, I shall endeavour to give a
brief sketch of the leading circumstances, believing
that the facts and opinions may be confidently
relied on.

It must be borne in mind, that the primary
cause of discontent and disaffection was positive

suffering, the subsequent errors, committed by the
different parties, being only proximate and second-

ary aggravations of the evil. The immediate
cause of the distress may be shortly defined : it

was produced by a cessation of demand for British

products, equal to the amount of the surplus

capital, which, during the war, was annually in-

vested in loans to government; who, in foreign
subsidies, payment of the army, navy, and other

expenses, circulated bills, which could only be

paid by the products of our own industry, the in-

terest of the capital so advanced being provided
for by taxes imposed to a corresponding amount,
as a security for annuities to the lenders from the

permanent revenue. The first error committed

by government was, in our foreign policy, in not

making a proper use of the commanding situation

we occupied at the general peace, to secure com-
mercial advantages from the other states ofEurope;
which might, in some measure, have counteracted

the cessation of demand created by loans being no

longer required, admitting we had been able to

continue such an improvident expenditure. Our
merchants also, for some time unaware of the

consequences, continued to export to an equal
amount as formerly, (although there was no pos-

sibility of obtaining equivalents,) until every



market was glutted, which produced a corre-

sponding depreciation in value, lessened the de-

mand and lowered the price of labour on the
same ratio, and brought bankruptcy and ruin upon
the immediate holders of our products. This de-

preciating principle extended itself until it in-

volved the mass of productive labourers in misery,
and the privations to which they were compelled
to submit reacted upon all classes, by causing an
enormous diminution of the home consumption of
all agricultural, manufactured and foreign pro-
ductions.

It is true it was not in the power of govern-
ment to retrace their steps, or avert all the
evils consequent on so expensive and (to the ex-

tent to which it was carried) so impolitic a war :

but, the first error once committed, it was their

obvious, imperative and paramount duty, in the
midst of such a complicated scene of misery, to

adopt every possible method of conciliation, a
virtue for which the statesman who, at the time
had the chief sway in our councils, was never

eminently conspicuous. Unfortunately for society

(if not for himself) his education was completed
and his character formed in a school and in a

country where centuries of misgovernment had
familiarized a dominant faction with every species
of oppression. Although admitted to be courteous
and kind in private life, his situation had been
most unfavourable for forming just conceptions of

government, or for developing the milder public
virtues ; and when the people, goaded by their

sufferings, gave vent to their feelings in loud and

general complaints, in his public character he
treated them with haughty derision and superci-
lious contempt. Cajoled and, at the same time,

duped by the Holy Legitimates, he was too highly
elated with the imaginary success of his foreign
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policy to condescend to listen to the complaints
of a British canaille, and from a Cabinet, with
a person at its head, entertaining such sentiments,
no conciliatory measures were to be expected. It

was necessary, however, to put down the pre-

sumptuous and audacious clamour, and the Sus-

pension of the Habeas Corpus Act naturally pre-
sented itself as the best means for accomplishing
that object. The example set by the dispensers
of power and emolument is always too contagious
not to be imitated ; and the same spirit was im-

mediately infused into, and the same tone of un-

compromising haughty overbearing insolence as-

sumed by, the subordinate satellites of govern-
ment, in the greater portion of the districts where
the distress was most prevalent.

It is an acknowledged axiom, in the history of
human passions, that men will generally submit
with more patience to real injuries than con-

temptuous or reproachful epithets ; and the con-

tumelious arrogance with which the people were
treated had a powerful tendency to arouse their

resentment, and make them feel their degradation
more acutely*. I have already described the
effects of this policy, during the years 1816 and

1817, in Scotland, which may be taken as an epi-
tome of the feelings of the people in other parts
of the country. Contrary to the falsely assumed

principle and averments in the reports of the par-

liamentary committees, it is now a well-ascertained

fact, that neither then, nor during the subsequent
years, was there any very extensive or very per-

fectly arranged plan of organization. The persons
who deceived themselves and misled the people

* Mr. Burke's epithet, of swinish multitude, has never been for-

gotten nor forgiven ;
and the Marquis of Londonderry's assertion,

that the people betrayed an ignorant impatience of taxation, has
also become a common proverb.
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acted on the presumption, that the government
was so imbecile and unpopular, and the discon-

tent so general, that the people only required to

be put in motion to overturn it with facility, and
not on any regular or well-digested scheme of

communication, which was the revolving axis of

all their delusions. The view held out to the

country, and upon which parliament legislated,
when they passed the Suspension Bill in 1817,

was, that a general system of affiliation had been

established, for the purpose of producing a revo-

lutionary movement, the focus of which was in

London, the ramifications extending through all

the manufacturing counties of England and Scot-

land. Now I have clearly shown, that the party
accused in Scotland was completely insulated, nor

was there more truth in the allegation, as it re-

spected the metropolis and the manufacturing
counties in England. It is true that committees

were formed in most of the towns, who were

corresponding with each other for the purpose of

promoting parliamentary reform ; but their mea-
sures were all open, the persons engaged having
neither the hope nor the design of effecting it by
violence. The leaders of the riots at the Spafield

Meeting, on the 2d of December, 1816, had no

regular correspondence with any of the provinces,
and knew nothing of their condition, except from
the public reports, and loose and general rumour.
There were, indeed, but very few persons in the

secret of those proceedings, and that few certainly
not possessing ability, character, or influence to

take a comprehensive view of the state of the

country, or of conducting any extensive chain of

operations. They believed the government to be

so odious and the labouring population involved

in such misery, that they were ripe for revolt and

ready to go any length. The public meetings
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were held in the metropolis, to operate on their

passions, but without any preconcerted plan with

any other part of the country. They considered,
with the assistance of those they could select from
the motley groups they assembled, that the Bank
and the Tower could be carried by a coup de main,
which would be a signal for a general insurrec-

tion, when they would be joined by such a mul-
titude as would lay the government prostrate, as

if by magic.
Such is the real history of that transaction,

which, when we examine it by the test of its prac-

ticability, resembles the reveries of some of the
ideal emperors and kings, whose power of loco-

motion extends no farther than the will of their

keepers, or the boundary-wall of a madhouse ; the

scheme being as rational and as likely to succeed,
as if a fishing-boat had attempted to carry by esca-

lade the fortress of Gibraltar, with all its garrison
on the alert. By endeavouring to magnify these

injudicious and culpable, but puerile attempts,
(which certainly ought to have been prevented,
or otherwise punished,) and gravely proceeding
against the actors for high treason, the prosecutors
brought defeat and disgrace upon themselves,

gave influence and importance to insignificance,
and placed an English minister in the humiliating
situation of disputing pre-eminence with a jour-

neyman shoemaker. It is not alleged, by the per-
sons engaged in these transactions, that Castles

(who figured on the trial as a witness for the

crown) was possessed of ability to influence

their proceedings, but there is no doubt what-
ever that government was previously acquainted
with their intention ; and, without going the

length of charging their emissaries with direct in-

stigation, it cannot be denied that, with that

knowledge, they were highly culpable for allow-

ing the overt acts of riot to be committed.



Such was the extent of treason and organiza-
tion, previous to the mission of Oliver into the

country ; the blanket expedition from Manchester,
and the movement in the neighbourhood of Hud-
dersfield being mere local ebullitions, so trifling in*

their nature, that the parties brought to trial were

acquitted even of riot. It is not at all probable
that a faithfully-detailed account of Oliver's pro-

ceedings will ever be laid before the public, as he
is not likely to be ambitious of becoming his own.

biographer, admitting credit could be attached to

his statements. It is questionable, also, if in. many
instances his employers had any other means of

ascertaining how he conducted himself, but from
his own reports; and, on the other hand, those

who betrayed themselves to him, or were betrayed
by him into improper actions or expressions, can-

not give a statement of particulars, without at the

same time exposing the impropriety of their own
conduct. Again ; where he did not fully succeed,
or where the parties tampered with were not so

far committed as to render the disclosure danger-
ous or dishonourable, the probability is, that the

statements put forth were accompanied with such
a portion of colouring as to make him appear
worse than he was in reality. Nothing, therefore,
but a general conclusion can be drawn with pro-

priety : the facts and presumptions are, however,

sufficiently strong and numerous to point out

clearly, that the policy of employing such a per-
son, in such a manner, was injudicious and im-

proper, and attended with the most pernicious

consequences.
From tjie Fleet Prison he first commenced his

operations in London, where he introduced him-
self to a number of persons who were known to

be friendly to parliamentary reform, also to Dr.

Watson, Thistlewood, and others, who had influ-.
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ence among the populace> and for some time
attended their meetings. Having a tolerable ad-

dress, and a manner rather prepossessing, he suc-

ceeded in insinuating himself so far into their

confidence as to answer the purpose he had in

vie\y. Amongst others, he got introduced to Mr.

Mitchell, who had been deputed from Lancashire
to attend a reform meeting in London, and pro-

fessing the greatest zeal for the cause, he proposed
that they should, together, visit some of the towns
in the country, for the purpose of ascertaining
more particularly how they stood affected. Under
that pretext he proceeded first to Birmingham, in

company with Mitchell, where he spent some

time, and was introduced to a number of the

friends of reform in that place. He however
made no farther impression at Birmingham, than

obtaining the names of their friends in the adja-
cent towns and villages ; and, as he proceeded, the

particular references he could make, from persons
in one place to those in another, served as an in-

troduction, and also as a voucher that he might
be fully depended upon, as a friend of the popular
cause. In that manner he proceeded from place
to place; through a number of the manufacturing
districts; tut it is unnecessary to trace him

through the mazes of his various missions, or to

condescend upon particular acts of instigation,
the broad and general fact being sufficiently esta-

blished and sufficiently conclusive. That he gave
out that he was deputed by the popular party in

London, who were convinced that neither reform

nor relief was to be expected, unless it could be
obtained by force ; that, under that conviction,

they had men and arms provided to a large
amount in the metropolis, ready to act at a mo-
ment's notice, and that they only waited for a

general insurrectionary movement in the country
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clistricts to insure certain success. Admitting,
therefore, there were no local instigation what-

ever, and supposing a man in such circumstances

to be otherwise immaculate, the effect of such a

representation, on the minds of a starving popu-
lation, could not fail to be pernicious, and the

wonder rather is, that the empyrosis was not more

general*. It however led to the arrest of a num-
ber of persons, in various parts of the country,
under the operation of the Suspension Bill, and at

length to the mock insurrection in Derbyshire,
which terminated in the trial, conviction and exe-

cution of Brandreth and his associates, and also in

the exposure of Oliver.

When these convictions took place at Derby,
the impolitic conduct of the ministry was again
most palpable. However injurious political crimes

may be to the interest of society, or however cri-

minal and absurd anattemptagainst the established

government, the bulk ofthe people are always dis-

posed to consider the sufferers as martys, it being
exceedingly difficult to impress them with a belief

that they are accompanied with moral turpitude.
But here the belief was universal that, although
the accused parties were legally or technically

guilty of treason, they had been entrapped and

directly instigated to the crime, by an emissary
of government. Admitting, therefore, it had
been thought proper to bring them to trial, to

*
Early in June, and a short time prior to the disturbances in

Derbyshire, Mr. Parker, a magistrate at Sheffield, informed Lord

Sidmouth, that a Mr. Oliver, a person representing 'himself as de-

puted by the reformers in London, was going round that town and

neighbourhood, instigating the people by the most inflammatory

language. His Lordship, in reply, informed Mr. Parker, that

Oliver was an agent of his own, and to take no notice of him ; but

Mr. Parker immediately requested him to be withdrawn, pledging
himself and assuring his Lordship, that there was no danger of the

people being guilty of any impropriety, if no person came to inter-

fere with them.
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show that, by law, even instigation is no justi-
fication for crime, the moment a conviction was
obtained there, they ought to have stopped. It

was, then, a clearly obvious and politic case for

the interposition of the royal mercy ; and never,
in this age, could the dispensing power of the
crown have been more judiciously exercised.

Never was there a better opportunity for render-

ing the government popular, counteracting the

influence of former errors, and showing the people
that the object was to make them desist from such
foolish and impracticable attempts, and not to in-

flict sanguinary or vindictive punishment. Nor
could a pardon of the culprits have been attended
with any future hazard. We were not living in

a state of society where, as a matter of policy, a

government may lay hold upon any pretext to

dispose of a factious, turbulent nobleman. The
persons were so insignificant, that their release

could have been attended with no future danger,
and the well-timed act of clemency would have
had a superior effect upon the minds of the people
to a thousand executions. Matters of the kind
are not to be estimated by the mere sacrifice of
individual life, in which point of view it is com-

paratively unimportant. The pain of the imme-
diate sufferers is very soon past, and the remem-
brance and the loss are soon confined to their

relatives and friends ; for, as individuals, they are

soon forgotten by the rest of society ; but the act

of public injustice, to which they may fall vic-

tims, makes a deeper and more lasting impression,
and frequently prevents obscurity from sinking
into oblivion. Those executions at Derby, added
to the previous trials for treason, and their resist-

ing every attempt at inquiry, summed up the

blunders of the ministry in 1817; inflicted a
wound and completed a breach that has not yet
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healed, by maturing those rancorous feel-

ings in the minds of the labouring population,
which were previously in a state of adolescence ;

gave an influence and ascendancy to speaking and

writing demagogues, who, deceiving themselves

and one another, kept the country in commotion
for several years, threw obstructions in the way of

obtaining any rational amelioration in the repre-
sentation, and terminated in the useless immola-
tion of more lives, and a dangerous inroad upon
the constitution.

A temporary calm succeeded the ebullitions of

1817, occasioned partly by a hope, for some time

indulged, that parliament would institute an in-

quiry into the obnoxious measures, and partly by
an increased demand and very partial advance on
the price of labour in some of the larger branches

of our manufactures. This calm was, however,

illusory and evanescent ; coercion only produced
a submission which, instead of subduing, infused

a spirit of greater implacability, and the elements,
that were raised to the surface by the tempest,
became too buoyant and subtle to remain long in a

state of inactivity. The more wise, temperate and

prudent part of the advocates for parliamentary
reform, afraid, on the one hand, that the people
were disposed to drive things to extremities, and,
on the other, accused by the supporters of the mi-

nistry as the abettors of revolution, considering
the time unpropitious for pressing that question
farther, progressively ceased to make any active

exertion in the cause. This comprised the most

respectable and influential class, so that the future

attempts were chiefly confined to the labouring

population, upon a principle which would vir-

tually effect a revolution, not a reform, of the pre-
sent system of representation. The persons who
henceforth obtained an uncontrolled ascendancy
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not being the most enlightened, or capable of di-

recting them to any useful or practicable resuft>

gave full swing to their passions and enmity
against the government, availing themselves of

everymethod and opportunity ofinflaming the peo-

ple's minds. After the expiration of the Suspen-
sion Bill in 1818, the ferment was renewed, and

kept up by means of public meetings and inflam-

matory harangues, the example being set by the

party in the metropolis, which soon became con-

tagious, and again extended itself into all the

manufacturing counties in both kingdoms. There
was, however, no regular cohesion of the parts of
this system, until towards the end of 1818, when
union societies began to be formed in the respec-
tive towns, and secret communications were esta-

blished by delegates, who practised the grossest

deceptions upon each other, and propagated de-

lusions respecting the amount of their number
and the extent of their resources. The plan pro-

posed by the persons who now took the lead was,
to work upon the minds of the people, and at the
same time distract and divide the attention of go-
vernment, by holding simultaneous meetings, in

various parts of the country. Conjoined with
which measure, they were to fabricate or pur-
chase arms, to the extent of their means, and, as

far as practicable, acquire a knowledge of their

use, by secret nocturnal military trainings ; trust-

ing that the chapter of accidents would furnish a
favourable opportunity for ulterior operations.
This sage scheme was successfully put in prac-
tice, as far as respected the public meetings ; the

military trainings were also partially carried on
in some of the country districts, both anterior

and posterior to the meeting at Manchester,
on the 16th of August, 1819, which may be con-

sidered the next great epoch in this dangerous,
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absurd, impolitic, and tragical drama of fooleries.

Too few facts are yet known to decide, with cer-

tainty, as to who was the immediate cause of the

catastrophe at Manchester ; neither the coroner's

inquest nor Mr. Hunt's trial throwing any light

upon the secret springs which moved it. It is

impossible, however, to command language suffi-

ciently strong to convey an adequate idea of re-

probation against the conduct of government for

quashing all inquiry into that stain upon our na-

tional annals. Whether it was in consequence of

an order from a minister of state, or the act of a

self-willed local magistracy ; whether it was an
error in judgment, or the effect of design ; whe-
ther it was caused by radicals, whigs, or ultra tories

humanity, public justice and sound policy de-

manded, that the delinquents should not be screen-

ed ; that a free and unshackled inquiry should

take place, by a tribunal above the influence

of local prejudice ; an inquiry which could only
have been made, with propriety, by the great
council of the nation ; and that it was not so made,
is little to the honour of the majority of that

august assembly. A judge and jury afterwards

decided, that the meeting had assembled for an

illegal purpose, from which it was inferred, that

the attack, made upon it by the military, was jus-
tifiable, although no overt illegal act had yet been
committed. But, granting that assumption, it

only proves that the meeting ought to have been

prevented. At the last the crime only existed in

and was constituted by intention ; and the shade
of difference is very slight, where there is proof of

an intention to meet for an illegal purpose, and
where the parties have actually met, without

having committed any overt act, and is equally
liable to punishment. It was, therefore, the duty
of the magistrates to prevent the assembly, by ar-
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resting the leaders and all who were instrumental
in calling it. This they might easily have done,
on some of the preceding days, and adopted mea-
sures of precaution for preventing disturbance.

They were as fully aware of the real intention,

prior to the meeting, as after it had taken place ;

the depositions then taken, being a mere flimsy

pretext, and no justification for the manner in

which the wanton, unnecessary, and even unsol-

dierlike attack was made upon the infatuated

multitude*.

Were it not for the utility arising from holding
up such a scene to view as a beacon, to be avoided
in future, every Briton, who has one spark of the
amor patria, must feel anxious that it should be
no longer held in remembrance, but blotted from
the pages of our history. Had it been the cool

and deliberate intention of the ministry to bring
all the odium and unpopularity on their measures,
which might have been divided by the errors of
the opposing parties, they could not have done it

* The public will probably never learn more than is already
known, of the cause of the error against sound sense and sound po-
licy, committed by the magistrates at Manchester, but the following
statement of facts, which occurred on the other side, antecedent to

the meeting, may not be uninteresting. Mr. Hunt, at some of the

meetings in the metropolis, had asserted, in no very measured or

equivocal language, that no efficient reform was to be obtained un-

less it was effected by force. Such a declaration, coming from

such authority, had its due weight upon the minds of the people,

who, not doubting his sincerity, believed the proper time had arrived

for making the experiment. They considered too, that he, who
had fought their battles in so bold and undaunted a manner on the

hustings, must also be best qualified to lead them into the field ;

and, with this view, he was invited to preside at the meeting at

Manchester. On his arrival, the committee informed him, that as

the time for action had arrived, everything was prepared for his

reception in Manchester ; that two deputies were sent to about

thirty of the neighbouring towns, with instructions for the people to

attend the meeting armed; and, agreeable to his former declaration,

they expected he was come to fight as well as make speeches.
Mr. Hunt, however, considering matters not quite ripe for going
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more successfully. By resisting all inquiry into

this nefarious transaction, they gave something
like a national, though meteoric, importance to a
turbulent demagogue and pseudo politician who,
from that time, affected to despise and look down
upon the party as minions, to whom he was chiefly
indebted for his previous notoriety. The high
hand with which everything was thus carried,
soon produced its corresponding fruits, by stimu-

lating a set of reckless, desperate men to the last

act of the tragedy ; and it appears to have been
the future policy of government, to allow them

fully to commit themselves. The limits I have

prescribed for myself not allowing me to go into

any lengthened detail of what followed, I shall

confine myself briefly to such circumstances as

have not previously been laid before the public in

any connected form.

It was in London, and under the very eye of

government, that the delusion was kept up, which
had the chief influence in misleading the popu-
so far, and being afraid of the consequences that might result from

a display of his rabid racy eloquence, under such ticklish circum-

stances, refused to preside, and threatened to leave the town im-

mediately, unless the order for arming was recalled. A good deal

of altercation and recrimination followed, but it was at length

agreed, that a second deputation should be sent to countermand
the order, with as much celerity as possible. The two deputations
after some time, met together, when their conflicting orders created

much confusion, the people not knowing which to obey j
and some

few of them actually did attend the meeting with such arms as they
had in their possession. These consisted chiefly of a kind of pole,
in the form of a walking-stick, on the end of which a pike or piece
of sharpened iron could be affixed, removable at pleasure. "The
most material part of those circumstances was not unknown to the

local authorities, prior to the meeting ; but it may with propriety
be inquired, how far the imprudent conduct and inflammatory lan-

guage of Mr. Hunt had contributed to work up the people's minds
to such a pitch. How far he was ignorant of the consequences of

such language, or still more culpable, if he acted so from design ;

in fine, how far he divides the blame and is answerable with the

magistrates and yeomanry for the outrage on public feeling and the

widows and orphans made by the massacre at Manchester.
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lation in the manufacturing districts ; and, from)

its nature, bears the strongest evidence of want
of vigilance, capability, or sincerity to put an end
to it. Dr. Watson, Thistlewood, and a very few

others, were the inventors and executors of the

scheme, which was simply as follows : They met
at a public-house, and collected as many of the

unemployed, idle, and dissolute of the working
classes, from all quarters of London, as they were
able to procure ; the more indigent and illiterate

the better. This assemblage, by way of eminence,
was designated the Committee of Two Hundred,
being self-elected, self-named, and having no other

constituents than misery and distress ; for it is a

fact, worthy the most particular attention, that at

no period, during the highest degree of ferment,
were there any regularly organized associations in

London. An attempt was made, early in 1819,
to consolidate them into union societies, when
some few oaths of secrecy were administered; but
it proved completely abortive, even the nominal
members never exceeding from three to four hun-

dred, and it was almost immediately abandoned.
The Committee of Two Hundred, constituted as

above described, was, therefore, the real talisman ;

they being held up as the representatives of an

immensely numerous and powerful body, that no-

where existed but in imagination, or perhaps in

the reports of some of the government emissaries.

By their means were all the public meetings got

up ; and to no less dignified materials is Hunt
indebted for all his metropolitan celebrity.
When the feelings of all classes were wrought

up to the highest pitch, by the transactions at

Manchester, another reaction (caused by an ex-

cess of exportation during the preceding year)
had involved the manufacturing districts in the

greatest distress. Thousands were thrown out of
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employment, and the price of labour was, in many
instances, reduced even below the point it had
reached in 1816-17. At the same time, the mi-
nisterial papers, to palliate and justify the outrage
at Manchester, daily, but most erroneously and

falsely, asserted, that secret societies and revolu-

tionary associations existed in London to a great
and alarming extent. The labouring population,
in the manufacturing districts, relying on the

correctness of those representations, after ineffect-

ually exhausting every local expedient to obtain

relief, considered there was no alternative but to

strike at the root of the evil, by following the

example of their metropolitan brethren, who, they
believed, had far outstripped them in the race of

regeneration. In Scotland, where parochial as-

sessments do not exist to an extent to operate
even as a palliative in such an emergency, the

distress was greater than in any part of England;
added to which, was the rooted hatred against the

government, produced by the belief, that the

people had been entrapped into the conspiracy in

1816-17. The embryo of an association was
formed in Glasgow, and a communication opened
with London, by letter, which led to a regular

correspondence ; and, in two months, the organi-
zation was ramified by delegation, into the greater

part of the manufacturing towns in the west of

Scotland, and also into part of the counties of
York and Lancaster. This connexion was formed
with Thistlewood and his party; for, in conse-

quence of the eclat with which Hunt was received,
on his triumphant entry into London, after the

affair at Manchester, considering he could then oc-

cupy higher ground, he broke with his former

associates, and, as an apology for his defection,

charged Thistlewood with being a spy of the go-
vernment. In the manufacturing districts the
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organization was formed strictly on the model of
the Irish in 1798 (an outline of which I have given
in page 77); the minor details were, indeed, chiefly
concocted and carried into execution by emigrants,
who had been engaged in that rebellion in Ireland.

After the passing of the Six Acts, in November
1819, when they could no longer hold public meet-

ings, the secret organization was extended with

greatrapidity in Scotland. Central or selectcommit-

tees, consistingofonly three persons, hadthe control
over a district of a certain extent, who received
all communications

; and, implicit confidence being
placed in them, they could convey or withhold

any information they thought proper. A consti-

tutional reform, on the basis of universal suffrage
and annual parliaments, was the ostensible pre-
tence; but it was soon assumed and avowed, that

it was only to be obtained by compulsion ; and

they made every preparation in their power to

carry it into execution. The precise time This-
tlewood first meditated the blow he intended to

strike, or by what, or by whom incited*, must be,
in some measure, left to conjecture ; but much
anxiety prevailed at the time, and it has created

much speculation since, whether it was a mere in-

*
Although Thistlewood's private circumstances were sufficiently

desperate to render him reckless, many arc of opinion, that a heated

imagination and mistaken zeal have obtained for him the name of

an assassin instead of a patriot. Some who knew him well, affirm,

that the charge made against him by Hunt, that he was employed
by government, made a deep impression on his mind; and that,

from that time, he seemed imbued with an opinion, that he should

perform some bold and daring act to wipe away the imputation.
Be it, however, as it may, a much more trifling incident has been fre-

quently known to give the human mind a determinate and immova-
ble bias. It may be recollected that, after the rupture with Hunt,
he went upon a mission to Manchester; and, in the dispute that

occurred, Hunt asserted, that he had traced the money, to defray
the expense ofthe journey, to the Treasury ; when it was well known
to all the party, that he had sold and pledged a part of his books
for the purpose.
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sulated act of his own, or only part of a more ex-

tended plan of operations. On positive evidence,
an end can be put to all ambiguity on that point.
The select committees had been some time gene-

rally apprised, that an important and decisive

measure was contemplated by the committee in

London ; and, when he had taken his final reso-

lution, he acquainted them, that ten days posterior,
the news of a desperate stroke against their ene-

mies would reach them. To summon all their

host, have the people prepared to seize their lost

rights, and be ready to follow up victory as they
should be farther instructed. No particulars of

the nature of the design were communicated ; but,

on receipt of the intelligence, the committees im-

plicitly obeyed ; delegates were dispatched in all

directions, and all was whisper and conjecture.
The select committee at Glasgow sat for two days
and nights, issuing orders and receiving informa-

tion of the effect of these efforts ; and, on the night
of the 22d of February, 1820, the day previous to

the arrests in Cato-street, a general congress of

delegates, from all the connexion in Scotland,
was held a few miles from Paisley. There they
invoked the spirit of Wallace, swore fidelity to

each other, dispatched a delegate to the north of

England, and returned to their homes, scarcely

breathing with anxiety for the arrival of every
successive post.
When the account of the fate of Thistlewood

and his party at last reached them, they were

staggered and confounded ; some slight commo-
tion followed, around Glasgow, but as there was
no simultaneous movement, as was expected, in

the north of England, it soon subsided. It is not
a little remarkable, that, although government
distinctly knew (if their emissaries did not abet)
all Thistlewood's proceedings in London, that they
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had no accurate knowledge of the nature or extent

of his connexion with the country. The local au-

thorities were aware that, for some days, scouts

were sent from the different towns, who manifested

great anxiety, on the arrival of the mails, but they
knew nothing more ; and those who were leaders,

up to that date, successfully eluded their vigilance,
and escaped detection. The snare into which
Thistlewood and his associates had fallen, and
their pending fate, the particulars of which are

already known, did not put an end to the infatua-

tion. In Scotland, when the leaders, shuddering
on the brink of the precipice, from which they had
so narrowly escaped, hesitated and stood aloof,

new committees were chosen. Each successive

change of leaders brought forward men of a lower

grade, with less of intellect, but still more reckless

than their predecessors. Only fearless desperation

being now in requisition, all caution was laid aside,

and emissaries, employed by the magistrates, found

easy access amongst them. Some of those emis-

saries were found amongst their own party ; by
which means the outline of their future plans be-

came perfectly known to government; but the

policy adopted, was to allow them to proceed.
The month of March was spent in concocting

a plan of insurrection with the northern counties

of England, to operate as a diversion in favour of
the metropolis; where, notwithstanding the ex-

posure of the paucity of numbers and the insig-
nificance of Thistlewood's party, they foolishly

imagined there were myriads ready to act with
them. The first of April being fixed upon for

carrying the design into execution, orders were

issued, that all the people should then abstain

from labour until they obtained a redress of

grievances., and, by means of threats and intimi-

dation, they forced the greater part of the labour-
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ing population to comply. On the morning of
the above day, a printed proclamation, purporting
to emanate from a provisional committee of go-
vernment, was posted on the walls in Glasgow
and some of the adjacent towns and villages,

pointing out the necessity for a change of mea-
sures, and calling the people to arms, to revolu-

tionize the government*. The surrounding dis-

tricts were thrown into great alarm, and by col-

lecting crowds and circulating reports, in one

place, that the people wer.e in arms, in another

they induced a few ignorant, foolish men (in

reality the dupes of the others) to commit overt

acts, by displaying banners, and, in one or two in-

stances, attempting to seize arms, which exposed
them to a formal charge of treason and rebellion.

Not without the strongest suspicion of having
been, in the first instance, led by an emissary of the

magistrates, all the forces that could be assembled
left Glasgow for the purpose of storming the

Carron iron-works, to get possession of some field

* A report was circulated, which has since been gravely chro-

nicled, as a matter of history, that this proclamation was the pro-
duction of a person of the name of Franklin, alias Fletcher, who
was, in September following, charged at Bow-street office with cir-

culating seditious hand- bills for the purpose of exciting disturbances

in the metropolis. He was supposed to be connected with govern-
ment, and to have carried on the practice for years, and the pre-

sumptions against him are strong. Being kept in custody by one

magistrate, he was set at liberty by another, when he immediately
absconded, and the Grand Jury of the county of Middlesex after-

ward found a true bill against him for high treason. But whatever

may have been the delinquencies of government, and they deserve

to be branded with eternal infamy, if they countenanced any such

nefarious and contemptible practices, they stand acquitted of all

blarae in this matter. Now, when all danger is past, it may be

stated, on unquestionable authority, that the proclamation was both

drawn up and printed in Glasgow, and certainly by persons the reverse

of having any connexion with government, although they had the

good fortune to escape. Charges of that nature ought to be always
attended to with caution, the policy of giving currency to such re-

ports^ by the immediate actors, being obvious ; for, allowing the
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pieces, but were met on the way by twelve dra-

goons, who, after exchanging a few shots, made
them all prisoners. This, by way of eminence, was
called the battle of Bonnymuir, which finally
crushed the insurrection. Only a very slight

commotion, in a few places in the north of Eng-
land, accompanied this visionary attempt at na-

tional regeneration in Scotland ; which, when too

late, undeceived the deluded men, and at the

same time gave the strongest evidence of the

falsity and futility of the averments of the minis-

try, that the bulk of the labouring population were
bent on revolution. No departure, however, took

place from the former policy : a special commis-
sion was appointed, and, after the conspiracy was

completely broken up, true bills for high treason
were found against near one hundred persons, in

the counties of Lanark, Air, Renfrew, and Stirling.
Of these near thirty were convicted, and, to the

disgrace of an age that boasts of its civilization,

three of them were executed with all the disgust-

ing formalities of barbarism, and the remainder

transported*.
author to have been proud of his production, like authors of more
note, he could not be unconscious of the advantage to be derived

from remaining incognito, and making the publication anonymous.
The impositions practised on the public were not, perhaps, so mis-

chievous in their consequences, nor so perversely wicked, as those

they practised on their own adherents, an instance of which occur-

red, at this time, in Glasgow, deserving the severest reprobation.
On the return of a delegate, sent to the north of England to ascer-

tain their condition and urge on the insurrection, he faithfully re-

ported to the select committee that, when it had come to the point,
the number of their friends was so small, that they could make no

impression on the body of the people. On receiving this informa-

tion, the committee enjoined him to secresy, said they were too far

committed to retract, and immediately caused reports to be circu-

lated, that all the manufacturing counties in England were in arms;
by those means the few that made aay demonstration were duped
and sacrificed

; for, mad as they certainly were, they never would
have made such an attempt, had they not expected a simultaneous

effort in England.
* One of these, a poor old man, an operative weaver, and the
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In reviewing those proceedings, it is apparent,
that the conduct of few of the parties entitle them
to the approbation of enlightened, wise, and good
men ; yet it is difficult accurately to point out all

the faults committed, and award each their due

portion of blame. On the part of government,
ifrom the commencement to the close, their errors

may be summed up in one sentence ; a want of con-

ciliation, and making punishment, not prevention,
the ultimate end and aim of all their measures ;

a line of policy founded on such false data, that

it never can lead to any permanent, good, or be-

neficial result. By admitting the principle of

tyrannicide, we break down the chief bulwark and

safeguard of society, and set every man in arms

against his own brother. Yet it is questionable,
even in the case of Thistlewood and his associates,

(certainly, in a moral point of view, the least ob-

jectionable of all the capital punishments inflicted,)
if the means adopted did not destroy all the sa-

lutary effects that such an example could have

simple inhabitant of a country village, little to the honour of

government and much less for any utility by way of example, (his
fate exciting universal commiseration,) was executed at Glasgow.
When one of the false reports was circulated, that the country was
all in arms, he had been almost forced from his home by a party of

men, with whom he proceeded to a farmhouse, where he was well

known, where they took possession of a fowlingpiece, which was
afterwards returned. This was all the charge against him, but the
true cause of that useless immolation was as follows : Although
Glasgow was the focus of all the mischief, they could

lay
hold of

no other person who had committed any overt act within the

county; proceeding, therefore, on the ordinary principle, that if

people will not follow virtue for its own reward, they will be terri-

fied from the commission of crime by the example of sanguinary
punishment, it was considered necessary to have at least one vic-

tim sacrificed as near as possible to the hot-bed of radicalism.

Paisley would have answered the purpose nearly as well, but there

the firmness of a juryman prevented any conviction, which decided

the fate of poor Wilson, and gave an additional evidence, if any
more were wanting, that even the most depraved of mankind will

never be made wiser or better by such disgusting exhibitions, as it

produced an effect exactly opposite to what was intended.
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been expected to produce on the minds of the

people. Nor, to support this hypothesis, is it ne-

cessary to assume, that that unhappy man was

instigated to the crime he intended to commit, by
any emissary of government. It may be granted,
he had a mind so waywardly constituted, as neither

to be urged on nor moved from its fixed and deter-

minate purpose, by any external influence ; still, it

cannot be denied, that he was deliberately led,

bound hand and foot, to his fate, while the safety
of society might have been better secured by an
earlier stop being put to his career, and by dis-

posing of him in a different manner.
The errors, however, did not all lie on that

side ; there were others, either through ignorance
of the effect which their lucubrations must inevi-

tably have produced, or from a much baser mo-
tive, no less guilty. The press has, with justice,
been denominated a new power in the present
state of society ; and, like every other species of

power, the good or bad effects produced by it

must exclusively depend upon the manner of its

direction. It may, therefore, be asked, who were
the friends of rational liberty ? Was it the con-

ductors of that part of the periodical press, who,
for the paltry and contemptible consideration of

pecuniary emolument, by the sale of their pro-
ductions, goaded on and inflamed the minds of

the people, with abstract cabalistic nostrums,
while smarting under the lash of privation and

misery, and then basely deserted them, on the

edge of the precipice, saying, now you are going
too far, I will not longer share the danger ? As
if they could sit on the whirlwind and direct the

storm, make the waves of the ocean obey them,
or fix a boundary to the mighty waters, when

agitated by all the terrors of the hurricane. Much
Jess guilty were those unfortunate men, who ex-
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plated their errors on a scaffold ; whose untimely
fate must draw the tear of pity from the eye of
the benevolent, although not intitled to rank as

martyrs to an enlightened patriotism, but as the

victims of an absurd delusion.

The conduct of the whig aristocracy, both in

and out of parliament, was also far from blame-

less, during these ferments. When all parties

ought to have coalesced, in adopting joint mea-

sures, for the relief of the people, their latent love

of power made them enjoy, with self-complacency
and self-gratulation, the embarrassment of their

opponents, hoping it would lead to their own ele-

vation ; and, in accordance with this view, that

part of the press, which was under their influence,
was decidedly too long in attempting to stem the

torrent of mendacious opinion. The radical error

of the manufacturing population consisted in en-

tertaining an opinion, that they could amend their

condition by violence, and by means of secret or-

ganizations. This necessarily put them in the

power of designing and frequently profligate men,
whose nods, winks, inuendoes and ambiguities
became significant and full of meaning, which

propagated deception from the necessity for con-

fidence, and the danger attending discovery. This
error cannot be too much deprecated ; for, not-

withstanding all the noise made by the Holy
Alliance (and their abettors in this country) about
the extent and danger of secret associations, be-

yond the age of clanship or religious enthusiasm,
it is impossible that any secret organization can
become sufficiently extensive, among the bulk of

the people, to endanger a government of ordinary

vigilance, or for any object of national utility

against a bad one. The chances of discovery

multiply with extension, and the diffusion of

knowledge among the people is another bar to
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success ; for, as it is not always accompanied with

fidelity and integrity, the parties are more likely
to calculate the danger, and also the advantage to

be derived from betraying their associates*.

Assuming, therefore, the principles to be correct,

upon which secret political confederacies have
been formed in this country, (which cannot be
admitted for a moment,) it is astonishing that the

repeated lessons the people have received, since

the commencement of the French revolution, has

not deterred them from such dangerous and pre-

posterous attempts, from the palpable impossibility
of eluding detection.

The disruption that has taken place in society,

by the misapplication of the means of enjoyment,
to an extent never equalled, in any nation, has

divested the labouring classes of all power; leaving
them insulated, defenceless, and alone; and, in

such attempts, they have not only the whole

strength and vigilance of government to combat,
but also that of all the capitalists, employers, and
idlers in the country. The remedy for existing
evils must, therefore, be found in calm and deli-

berate discussion, to which the utmost possible
extent of publicity should be given, and not in

secret cabal. Experience has shown, that an im-
mense mass of misery may co-exist with a govern-
ment theoretically free, and from, apparently, the

most opposite causes, England and Ireland, at the

present moment, exhibiting the two extremes, of

indolence and want of motive for exertion, and
excessive labour, producing similar results. Ma-

* While endeavouring to dissipate the confederacy at Glasgow,
including every expence, it only cost me twenty-seven pounds from
the middle of December 1816 to the 22d of February 1817, when
the meu were so unnecessarily taken into custody, and had mere
detection and punishment been my object, and not prevention, I

could have induced any number that might have been required to

disclose their proceedings at the expence of a pound a head.
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ehiavel's maxim, (which has been thought illibe-

ral,) that men, when well governed, care little for

liberty, may, without any great violation of truth,
be extended a little farther, and conjoined with

Pope's, that, when the mass of them live in com-

fort, they are as indiiferent aboutybrms of govern-
ment.

It is questionable if the darkest settled despot-
ism in Europe can exhibit a population who, with
one-half the exertion, cannot enjoy more positive
comfort than the labourers of Great Britain, the

essence of whose boasted liberty consists more in

the privilege of complaint than in action or frui-

tion. Where the right of private property is at

all respected, the comparative comfort and happi-
ness of the bulk of a people are not incompatible
with a pure and perfect despotism, the honours of

the dungeon, tjie bow-string and the scimitar

being generally reserved for the benefit of their

superiors. This is, however, no argument in

favour of despotism, nor a reason why checks

should not be imposed to prevent the abuse of

power, but it demonstrates that, frequently, more

depends upon administration than on form, and
that the evils in which we are involved are not

necessarily interwoven with the frame of our go-
vernment.
Those evils have arisen from various causes,

and not a few of them from the errors of mere

speculative, although benevolently disposed, men,
the chief of which are as follows. Virtually as-

suming, that increasing the quantity of products

by scientific invention can only throw a certain

portion clear of labour, but cannot be so applied
as to diffuse the benefits of cheaper production

among the great body of the people. Exposing
labour to the wildest system of combined and in-

dividual speculation, without reference to the com-
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fort ofthe labourer, which, by pressing him down to

the lowest possible means of subsistence, morally
and physically degrades him, while legal and con-

ventional restrictions confer special privileges
which operate in favour of particular classes.

Restrictions and duties upon importation enhance
the value ofsubsistence, by forcing inferior soils into

cultivation, which depreciates the relative value

of our manufactured products and benefits other

countries, at the expense of the British labourer,
there being no reciprocity of equivalents. Mort-

gaging the revenue has, in a great measure, re-

moved all restraint upon the profligate expendi-
ture of government, and its immoral tendencies
are infinitely more ruinous than the physical pri-
vations it has caused. It has reduced unprinci-

pled gambling speculation to a system that has

ramified itself into every department of business,
and corrupted the nation to the very core, making
money the only god of our idolatry. It has anni-

hilated all public principle ; for what would have
been a national disgrace in the reign of Elizabeth,

English capitalists have unblushingly supported,
the principles of despotism as liberally as those of

liberty; like Shylock, the only condition being
the necessary securities for the bond. It has dif-

fused a self-interested frigidity that has benumbed
and blunted the finer feelings, like a deadly mil-

dew, its paralyzing influence having reduced the
moral sympathies and social affections to a money
value.

In justification of the oppression inherent in,

and resulting from, this system, the evil has been
ascribed to a fixed and immutable law of nature,
that population has a tendency to increase in a

ratio proportioned to the facility with which they
can procure subsistence ; the constant action and
reaction of which principle must always regulate
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the price of labour, as privation diminishes and
comfort increases the number of labourers. The
people have, therefore, been triumphantly told,

that they have the remedy in their own hands, by
diminishing their numbers, which is a downright
insult to men of understanding, when applied to

a class who are once degraded. Granting, when

every facility is given to the generative power,
that men, in common with other animals, have
a tendency to increase, it is not material whether
on a geometrical opposed to an arithmetical ratio,

or any other, but that at some point, in a given
series, they will come to press against the means
of subsistence. It only proves that, to insure

the same degree of comfort, a check must then
be put to the further augmentation of numbers ;

but it does not prove that it either is, or ought
to be, effected by privation, vice and misery,
when applied to beings possessing the power of

ratiocination. Fact and experience exemplify the

very reverse of the position ; for, down to a very
low point indeed, in the scale of existence, we
find them operate in an inverse ratio, and as the

most powerful stimulant to improvident breeding.
The question, therefore, resolves itself into this ;

whether man should be placed under the govern-
ment of his moral and intellectual faculties, or

left the slave of his mere animal appetites and

physical propensities.
The assumption that a high remunerating price

for labour will, in the progress of a well-regulated

society, continue to operate as a stimulus to po-

pulation, is as false in theory as it is opposed to

fact and experience. Fluctuating wages may pro-
duce that effect, but high stationary wages would
have no such tendency. Quick transition, inse-

curity and uncertainty will, in the one case, lead

to profligate indulgence, and in the other, by
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means of superior education, to foresight, fru-

gality and temperance. The same result follows,

when a population is pressed down to that

point, where they have but a very small por-
tion of present enjoyment, and no means of pro-

viding against future want. Admitting they
had the means of elementary education, which

they cannot, beings, subjected to incessant toil to

procure as much food as will support life and enable

them to continue their race, can have neither de-

sire for intellectual enjoyment nor future calcula-

tion. Their gratifications must, therefore, be all

physical. Stimulants, when they can be procured,
are resorted to, to recruit the exhausted frame,
and improvident breeding follows, as the necessary

consequence of a blind indulgence of the strongest

propensity of animal nature, which, at the lowest

point, continues to operate with undiminished
force. Excessive labour, scanty, unwholesome
food and unhealthy occupation, will shorten the

duration of life, and produce a quicker succession

of beings, but it will not lessen the absolute num-
ber ; on the contrary, the increase will continue,
until they are reduced to prey upon the lowest

garbage. Thus, the physical and mental process
of degeneracy is confirmed and perpetuated, until

brutality and ignorance render amendment or

escape almost hopeless.
The condition of Ireland fully exemplifies the

truth of this position, and causes, leading to a
similar result, are in rapid progression in our ma-

nufacturing districts. During the last session of

parliament, indeed, an English minister* triumph-
antly quoted the vast increase of production, in

our greatest staple branch of manufacture, as a

proof of national prosperity ; but, were he as capa-
ble of appreciating details as, he asserted, practical

* Mr. Huskisson, in his speech on the silk trade, on the 8th of

March.
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men were incapable of generalization, he would
find our cottons purchased at no less a price than
the degradation of two millions of productive
labourers. Let those, therefore, who consider

such a system useful and necessary, to call forth

the energies and develop the inventive faculties of

man, pause and ruminate on the consequences.
It is not very consoling to the benevolent mind*
nor will it be popular with those who are dazzled

with the splendor of the aggregate amount of our
national resources ; but it is not the less true

that, by the direction they have received, the re-

trocession of the comforts of the great body of

productive labourers has been on a ratio nearly

corresponding to the amount of their increase. In

proof and illustration, it was my origirfal design to

take a view of the present condition of our manu-

facturing and agricultural population, from docu-

mentary and other evidence, lately laid before par-

liament, chiefly with the view of benefiting the

sufferers, by the majority of whom the combined

operation of the evils, with which they are sur-

rounded, seems to be very imperfectly understood ;

also to point out some of the advantages to be

derived from a proper application of the repeal of

the Combination Laws ; but, having already ex-

ceeded my intended limits, I must reserve it for a

separate and future opportunity. I shall, there-

fore, conclude with the well-known prophetic
lines of the amiable Goldsmith, who, fed he lived

to the present period, would have seen them
realized to an extent he could not contemplate.

" Ye friends to truth, ye statesmen who survey
The rich man's joys increase, the poor's decay ;

'Tis yours to judge how wide the limits stand,

Between a splendid and a happy land."

THE END.

LOKDON:
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