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PLATE CXLIX.

COLUMBA ALBINOTATA.

SPOTTED NECKED, OR PANCOU TURTLE.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraight, defcending towards the tip : noftrils oblong, half co-

vered with a foft tumid membrane.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SFNONFMS.

Feathers of the fides of the neck black, with a round white fpot

near the tip of each.

CoLUMBA TURTUR /S *. T. pennis ad colli latera omnibus nigris,

macula prope apicem rotunda alba notatis. GmeL

Linn, Syjl. Nat. 786. B2.

Spotted Necked Turtle. Lath, Syn. V. 4./. 645, 40 A* var.

Ind, Orn, T, ^.p, 606.

There is nothing perhaps in the prefent ftate of Natural Hiftory

that can more efFedtuall/ impede its promotion than the alteration ol

Vol. VII. B names



PLATE CXLIX.

names fufficiently eftablifhed to be undcrllood by the generality of

colle6lors. Novelty, in this refpe^t, fhould be always regarded with

caution, becaufe at the leaft it is calculatetl to confufe and miflead,

and when it arifes from affeftation merely, becomes highly reprehen-

fible. Neither is it lefs injurious to the true purpofes of Science to

weaken the credit of approved opinions without ample reafon : the

hand of innovation may deftroy that which it cannot rebuild: vanity"

may injure that which it cannot repair ! With thefe impreflions con-

Hantly upon our mind, it has ever been our endeavour, on all occa-

fions, to improve upon rather than replant ,• and preceding authorities

we are inclined to believe, have been in general as feduloufly retained

by us when they appeared admifTible, as by mofl authors v/ho have

purfued the fame paths of enquiry as ourfelves.

But in oppofing innovation we reft perfe61Iy affured that our en-

deavours have never degenerated into a pertinaceous refiftance againft

amendments, founded on the progrefTive increafe of knowledge. The

true interefls of fcience oftentimes demand both alterations and im*

provements, and when thefe appear evident, no authority, however

great, fliould in our opinion operate as a barrier againft their progrefs.

"We only wifli to inculcate, as an unerring principle, that in the fub-

verfion of the authority of thofe who have preceded us, we fhould

a6l with a cautious and unbiafTed mind, and with every inclination

to award that portion of credit, even to the opinions we difaute, to

which in candour they are entitled.

We have infenfibly fallen into this train of curfoiy obfervation at

the commencement of our new Volume, from refle£ling generally

upon thofe differences of apmion -which are found to prevail in the

minds
1



V PLATE CXLIX.

minds of Britlfh Ornkhologlfts at this period, and thofe efpeclally

which it becomes our peculiar province to examine with more

than ordinary attention in the courfe of the fupceeding pages. The

digreflion will ferve alfo as a prelude^ among the reft, to the little

alteration we are induced to propofe in defignating the chara£ler of the

Spotted Necked Turtle^ the bird at prefent under confideration.

It is well known to every Ornithologift, for the Leverian Collec-

tion, and the works of Dr. Latham, and ProfefTor Gmelin, are known

fufficiently to juflify the conclufion, that there does exift a kind of

Turtle nearly allied to the common fort, and, in moft; refpe6l3,. ac-

cording with it, but which differs particularly in the form and num-

ber of the white fpots on the black patch of the collar, and is hence

efteemed a variety of the common Turtle.

This bird was preferved originally in the Leverian Mufeum, and

was defcribed from thence by Dr. Latham, whofe defcription has fur-

niflied fubfequent authors with the particulars of this fuppofed va-

riety, and if we miftake not, with nearly all the information they

poflefs refpe6ling it^

For various reafons we propofe to offer, with deference to future ob-

fervation, the bird in queftion appears in our mind to be entitled

to confideration, rather as a diftinfl fpecies than as a variety of the

common Turtle. We fay rather, becaufe it does feem likely to be

diftin£l, and yet we are far from wiflijng to conceal our fufpicions,

that it may have no real claim to be efteemed fuch : if, however,

it fhould prove a different fpecies, the poffibility of which may be in-

-ferred, there can be no obje£lion, we apprehend, to diftinguifli it in

future by an appropriate fpecific appellation ; we propofe the name

B 2 albi'
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alhinolala, as expreffive of the charafterillic fpots of white on th©

black patch of the neck ; at the fame time, that we mud obferve^ there

are other particulars in which the plumage differs from the common

Turtle, and might afford a fuitable fpecific title, fhould that feleQed

by us be thought liable to obje6lion.

The firfl account of this remarkable bird that appears we believe

on record, is comprehended in the very concife inscription affixed to

a certain cafe in the late Leverian Mufeum, containing a fpecimen and

duplicates of the fame bird. Dr. Latham mentions only one» but

there were more. The infcription briefly denominates them, the

** Spotted Necked Turtle," and relates that they were (hot in Buck-

inghamfhire. Thefe birds were included in the Mufeum at the time it

was arranged in Leicefter Houfe, and pofifefTed by Sir Afhton Lever,

as we perceive by the reference of Dr. Latham in the third volume of

his General Synopfis, the place in which the firfl; account of this bird

occurs ; the defcription is in the following words :—In the Leverian

Mufeum, is a bird, fhot in Buckinghamfhire, which differs from the

common one, in having almofl the whole fide of the neck black, in-

flead cf a patch X)nly ; and inflead of each feather being tipped with

white, there is a round fpot of white on each, very near the end,

giving the fides of the neck a mofi beautiiul appearance."

In the fucceeding work of the fame author, (Index Ornithologicus)

the fame opinion is continued, it being flill confidered as a variety

only of the common Turtle. *' A priore variat lateribus colli nigris,

apicibu« pennarum macula alba notatis."

During the interval that elapfed between the publication of thefe

two works, the improved edition of the Linnaean Syflem, by Gmelin,

had
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had appeared. In this work, Gmelin notices this bird as a variety of

the common Turtle, with the following diftinBive charaQer

** Turtur pennis ad colli latera omnibus nigris macula prope apicem

rotunda alba notatis." It is worthy of remark, that though Gmelin

refers for the Common Turtle to Latham's Synopfis, and notwith^

Handing that, he mentions the refpe6iive authors, upon the teftimony

of whom, every other fuppofed variety of the fpecies is recorded, he

is entirely filent, as to the fource, from whence his knowledge of

this particular variety is derived. From the literal accordance of his

latin charafter with the defcription given in the General Synopfis, it

is neverthelefs eafy to perceive that the authority upon which he refts

muft be Dr. Latham 'a,.

Deeming it a fubje£l of more than ufual intereft, our inveftigation

of authors did not terminate with Gmelin, we fought further in-

formation refpe61ing this curious bird, but with no material fuccefg

The bird appears to be unknown to continental writers, fo far as we

can obferve. In a collation of the genus Touterelle by Viellot, the

continuator of the Hiftory of Birds by Audebert, there is a flight

account of it which only tends to confirm our fufpicion that the bird

is unknown upon the continent^ for he mentions it as an accidental

variety of the Common Turtle which has been killed in England,

and is defcribed by Latham : it refembles, he fays, the common

Turtle, except in having the fides of the neck black, with a round

white fpot near the extremity of each feather

* There appears to be fome mifconception, or perhaps it may be an overfight on the

part of the French tranflator, in rendering the meaning of ourEnglifli author into his own

language
j for his words are thefe :—-« A Ics cotes du cou noirs, dont chaque plume eft

terminec de blanc, avcc unc tache r»nie blanche vers fons extremite.1'

The
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The lafl work to which we can refer, is the Ornithological Dic»

donary of Mr. Montagu, in which the like repetition from the

General Synopfis is detailed: the Bovc-Turth fpoited-necked,'*

** appears (fays this writer) to be a mere variety of the common

Turtle. The difference confifts in the whole fide of the neck being

black, and inftead of thofe feathers being tipped with white, there

is a round fpot of white on each, very near the end. Dr. Latham

fays this bird was Ihot in Buckinghamfhire,"

Prom the preceding obfervations there can be no difficulty in af-

certaining the parent fource from whence the different accounts of

this bird that have hitherto appeared, originally emanated, namely, the

defcription of the bird in the Lcverian Mufeam, inferted in the Sy-

nopfis of Dr. Latham ; this bird remained in that Mufeum till the

period of its diflTolution, and then pafTed into our pofTeflion. There

were altogether three examples of it, the whole fuite of which we

obtained and have now before us.

In the earJieft defcription of this bird, the Author of the General

Synopfis afTures us, that he has feen this variety well expreffed in

two colleftions of Chinefe drawings, and that in China it is known

by the name of Pancoii. He had obferved it likewife among a parcel

of birds brought either from the South Seas or the Cape of Good

Hope. In the ** Index Ornithologicus," it is recorded finally as a

native of Europe, Africa, and Afia ; and we are befides affured that

it occurs alfo in Cayenne. Ail thefe teflimonies prove mofl clearly

that this kind of Turtle, whether a diflin6l fpecies or a variety, is

widely diffufed over moft parts of the Globe; and that in every

climate it exhibits the fame permanent diflindlion from the common

Turtle which we obferve in thofe individuals of our own country.

This,
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This, in addition to otlier circumftances, muft tend materially, in om
opinion, to confirm its identity as a diflin6l fpecies. We have lefs

diflruft on this fubjeQ than in its being aborigine in this country, a

point apparently acceded to, with great implicitnefs, by other writers

on Britifli Ornithology that have preceded us.

To whatever caufe the appearance of this bird in a wild ftate in

Britain is to be attributed, does not reft with us to determine. Dr,

Latham, in the works fo fully quoted in the preceding obfervations,

informs us, that many birds of this fort have been obferved in this

country : we befides learn, that it was, in particular, not unfrequent

in Buckinghamfhire ; and hence, among colledors, it was as dif-

tindly known by the local appellation of the Buckinghamfhire, as

the Spotted Necked Turtle. If it be really a native of Europe, the

filcnce of continental authors may truly excite furprife ; it is obvious

from the above remarks, that the continental authors derive their in-

formation from the naturalifts of this country. It is far more con-

genial with our ideas to believe, that the bird as an European is

peculiar to Britain, or rather that it is an extra European fpecies^

introduced by fome fortuitous circumllance into the vicinity of Buck^

inghamfhire, and which having become naturalized in that part, has

gradually difFufed itfelf over the neighbouring counties ; the latter i^

very probable.

At the firft glance we might eafily conceive that this bird partook,

in a remote degree at leafi;, of fome peculiarities of the common

Stock or Wood Pigeon, or that it formed an intermediate link

between that bird and the common Turtle. It differs from the Turtle

in being rather larger ; the wings are comparatively longer, and this

difference
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difference is yet more obvious in the length of the tail than even in

the wings. The general colour of the plumage is more vinaceous

:

the wings incline more to grey, with fcarcely any of the ochraceous

hue obfervable in thofe of the Turtle, and the black or dufky marks

in the difk of the feathers are totally diflimilar; thefe in the Turtle

form a diftin^: fubtriangular fpot of a very dark hue, approaching to

black, while in the other there is no indication whatever of fuch a

fpot^ except an obfcure longitudinal dafh down the middle of each

of the feathers upon the fcapulars and wing coverts. Its fize ex-

ceeds that of the common Turtle, the length of the latter being about

twelve inches, that of the Spotted Necked Turtle about fourteen.

It is afluredly a matter of fome furprize to us, that thefe efTential

differences, the exiPicnce of which, on an accurate comparifon of

the two birds, is fo palpably obvious, {hould efcape remark till the

prefent moment ; but it appears in truth that the bird itfelf is fcarcely

known, and that thefe di{lin6lions being unnoticed in Dr. Latham^s

work, thofe who have compiled on his authority, were not aware

that any fuch diflin£lions prevail. When thefe charafters are con-

fidered duly, in addition to the remarkable and more confpicuous,

but not more permanent, diftinQion of the numerous white dots

upon the collar or black fpace of the neck *, we are inclined to ap-

prehend, no very trivial reafons are advanced for confidering the two

• In this bird, the whole fide of the neck is black; there is a black fpace on the neck

of the common Turtle, but it only forms a fmall patch : in the Spotted Necked Turtle

the white dots are numerous, every black feather exhibiting one near the end. In the

common Turtle the end of the feather itfelf is white, but there is no fpot in the diik of

the feather, and the (hape is different ; that of the bird before us being difti&Aly round

}

while in the Common Turtle it forms the fegment half of a circle, or is rather lunate.

birds
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birds as fpecifically diftin6l. Indeed the only doubt that can poflibly

arife, muft refult from the differences that may be obfervable m the

Spotted Necked Turtle in its various ftates of plumage; and this can

fcarcely be fuppofed to affefl it fo materially as to change its plumage

to that oF the Turtle-dove*! In its prefent afpe^l, there can exifl;

we are perfuadcd, but one opinion upon the fubje^l, and that muH

be in confirmation of our firft conclufion, that the fpecies is diilin61.

* We are fully aware that varieties of the Cominoa Turtle do exift, in which the

plumage differs a little from our Englifh variety. The Portugal Turtle-Dove, one of the

admitted varieties, is, however, now fuppofed by fome to conftitute a different bird,

and this may hereafter be the opinion with refpedt to athcr varieties.

Vol. VII. C PLATE
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MOTACILLA SIMPLEX.

GREATER PETTYCHAPS.

l^ASSERES.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill fubuTate, ftraight ; the mandibles nearly equal ; noftrils

fcboval : tongue lacerated at the end.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS,

Greenifh, fufcoiis, bereath ; and eyebrows whitlfh : quill anJ

lail feathers dufky brown.

Sy LVIA HoRTEN SIS /3,: viridi-fufca fubtus fuperciliifque albida,

remigibus redlricibufque fufco-obfcuris. Lath*,

Ind Orn. T. 2. 507. 3.

Sylvia Simplex Lath, Ind, Briti birds, Supph I. p, 587*

Greater Pettychaps, ib.

Pettyghaps^ Lath, Gen, Syn, T, 4. p, 413. S. Lewin Br^ Birds^

3. /. 100. Walcot, Syn, 2, t, 230.

Pettychaps Greater. Mont,Orn,Di/^, V,2.—Pettychaps,

Greater Sylvia hovtenfis, Mont, Orn* Didl.

Supph

C 9. Ther^

«
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There is an cxpreflion of the late Dr. Johnfon that applies, if wc

miftake not, with peculiar aptitude to the difcuffions which have

taken place among Ornithologifts, refpeding the warbler before us

:

they have literally tended to *' elucidate" the fpecies " into ob-

fcurity." We can fcarccly hefitate in admitting this, while we trace

the confufion that prevails among authors upon the fubjedl of the

greater and the lelTer Pettychaps, the Linnasan Motacilla hortenfis,

and the Fauvette of BufFon, all which have been at times confounded

together as a fingle fpecies.

Before we attempt to unravel the web of obfcurity, in which thefc

birds and their congenors are entangled, it may not be amifs to con-

fider the greater Pettychaps feparately, as the few remarks we have to

offer on the other birds involved in the enquiry, may be introduced

with nioft propriety after that bird is duly noticed : indeed, a corre£^

defcriptron of the greater Pettychaps, with a few remarks on its haunts

and habits of life, muft lead, in no very inconfiderable degree, to

point out the precife diftinftions that prevail between this and tht

analogous kinds of warblers, with which it has been confounded.

The difcovery of the greater Pettychaps in Britain, is attributed to

the zealous affiduity of the late Sir Afliton Lever; having been ob-?

ferved by that indefatigable colle6tor, in the firft inftance, in Lanca-

fhire, and communicated by him from thence to Dr. Latham, for the

purpofe of defcribing in his general fynopfis of Ornithology.

This bird, as it appears, was deemed, at that time, of fuflficient

intereft, to induce Dr. Latham to record its defcription in its proper

place,
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place, even after that portion of the fourth Volume, in which the

warbiers are defcribed, was worked off ; the defcription being printed

upon a fingle leaf, in a fmaller type, and fubfequently affixed in the

volume, that it might appear in its proper feries, among the warbler

tribe.

The fpecimcns from which Dr. Latham's defcription was taken,

pafTed into our pofTeflTion, with the reft of his collection of Britifh

birds, about twenty years ago ; and thofe of Sir Afhton Lever, irv

the year 1808, the period in which we obtained Sir Afliton's col-

ledlion of Britifli birds, through the difTolution of that well known ef-

tablifhment, the Leverian Mufeum. We thus poflefs every individual

bird defcribed originally under the title of the Greater Pettychaps,

and, confequently, thofe upon which all difcufiion refpefting the

identity of a fpecies fo much rniftaken, muft, in a material degree,

depend : it is from thofe our figure and defcription are taken.

This bird is about the fize, or rather fmaller, than the hedge

fparrow; the length, between five and fix inches. The upper part*

of the plumage greyifh brown, tinged with a greenifh hue : the under

parts dufky white, with a little brown, inclining to blackifh ; acrofs

the breaft and over the thighs, on the latter of which, the colour

is darkefl : the quills are brown, the edges of the feathers with a

greenifli tint like the upper parts of the plumage, and over the eye, a

pale or whitifh ftreak, which paffing from the bafe of the bill, forms

a lobate or rounded fpot behind the eye. All the tail feathers are uni-

formly dull brown, the bill and legs brown. Both fexes are nearly

alike, except that the colours of the male are rather darkeft.
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Dn Latham, its original defciiber, alTigns no latin fpecific ap-*

peilatlon to the Greater Pettychaps, in the firft inftance,' as he

efleemed it only a variety of the Fauvette of Briflbn. In the Index of

the Britlfti birds, contained in the Supplement, it is, however, diftin-

guifhed as a new fpecies by the name o{ Simplex ; but after that time,

the opinion of Dr. Latham was again changed, for in thelndex Ornitho-

logicus, which fucceeded the former mentioned Supplement, it is

determined to be new only as a Britifh bird, and no other than a

variety of the Linnsean fpecies^ Motacilla Hortenfis.

As the hiftory of this bird became better known, the fpecies wa»

obferved in other parts befides the vicinity of Lancafhire. But it was

rather heard than feen : its extreme fliynefs, added to the difficulty of

penetrating the deep thickets where it ufually remains concealed, fe-

curing it from the infrufion of all, except the more inquifitive, or

impertinently curious. Its fong is peculiar, and as this cannot fail

to excite attention, from the fweetnefs, melody, and brifknefs, as

well as compafs of its notes, the fituation of its hiding place is often-

times betrayed. By this means its vifits to the more fouthern coun-*

ties of Britain have been afcertained in the months of April and May,

and as far weftward as Devonfhire in June. The fpecies is certainly

local. Mr. Montagu obferved it frequently between the eaftern

parts of Somerfetfhire, and no where more abundant than between

Spalding and Bollon in the latter mentioned county, where it occurs

even in the few hedges about the village of Wainfleet, and in the

thickets furrounding the decoys of the fens in that neighbourhood*

Commonly, however, their haunts are in more retired fituations^.

The note, which is by fome authors, compared with the whiflle of a

blackbird ; in the opinion of others, is little inferior to that of the

nightingale ;
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nightingale; and indeed refembles it fo nearly, that the bird Is faicf,

on that account, to have obtained a name on the continent, fynony-

iHous with the enghfh epithet of Mock^ or Baftard Nightingale.

In reverting to the authors quoted in our lift of fynonyms, it will

be perceived, that the lateft writers on this fubjefcl:, confider the

Pettychaps as a variety of the Linnaean Motacilla hortenfis. That

we cannot be miftaken as to the true Pettychaps, is fufficiently de-

monftrated, and with the individual fpecimens originally defcribed be-

fore us, we muft be allowed to (ju^lify our acquiefcence to the popu-

lar opinion^ with at leaft fo much hefitation as to leave it a matter of

opinion for future confideration, whether they are really the fame or

not. Dr. Latham had his doubts on the fubje^l formerly; thofe

on our mind are not obliterated, we are fiill inclined to think the two

^irds may be fpecifically diflin6l#

The difference of thefe birds is obvious in their general appearance:

the plumage in hortenfis is greyifli, or afh-coloured brown ; that of

the Greater Pettychaps, brown, tinged with greenifh : in hortenfis^

the mandible is black, with the bafe of the lower one paler, in the

latter the bill is brown. Motacilla hortenfis, according to the plate

in Buffon, [FL Enh 579.) has a white fpot between the bill and the

eye, defcribed fometimes as a ftreak : and there is a faint whitifh mark

over the eye of the Pettychaps, which is, however, more inconfpicu-

bus. Befides fome difference in colour of the quill leathers there is

a material diftindlion in the character of the tail ; the latter being

uniformly dufky brown, while in the tail of hortenfis, the exterior

feather on each fide is white on the outer web, and marked on the

inner web, near the tip, with a dirty white fpot.

Thefe
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Thefe diflinaions are efTential, but fliould they yet appear in-

fufficient to authorife our diflent from the prevalent opinion, we may
add a few words further in confirmation of our fcruples. We are

but partially acquainted with the hrftory of the Greater Pettychaps
;

it is a bird by no means fuflSciently common in England to leave

nothing of its manners unknown, or to render the obfervations of

continental writers, of trivial import, fince among them it may be

more abundant than with us, and may alfo have been regarded with

more attention.

The Fauvette of BufTon, the bird confidered to be the MotaciHa

hortenfis of Linnaeus, arrives in France in the month of April, the

males preceding the females by a few days : they are faid to frequent

fields and gardens, often building on the pea flicks; more com-

monly, however, they build on thick bullies in the hedges or among

the low thickets ; their neft is compofed of dry herbs with a little

green mofs outwardly, and fome hair within, as a lining. The neH

of the Greater Pettychaps is compofed of dried fibres of plants,

flightly conftruaed, and lined with a few hairs ; and is depofited in

a low bufh near the ground. The difference in the formation of the

nefts^ is lefs obfervable than in the appearance of the eggs_, thofe

of the greater Pettychaps being dirty white, marked with irregular

dufky blotches of various fizes, particular about the middle, and

here and there a fcratch of black.—The egg of the Fauvette is of a

dirty white, marked all over with fpots of light brown, which are

moft numerous at the larger end.

The defcription of the eggs of our Greater Pettychaps, is repeated

in the words of the original defcriber, as he received it from Sir

Afliton Lever, for though, in our colle£lion of the eggs of Britifh

birdSj
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feircls, we have fome fpepiilieiis which feem to accord with the defcrlp«

Hon pretty nearly, we are not fandioned by any authority in referring

then^ to the particular fpecies before lis ; we muft reft our opinion on the

Accuracy of thofe by whom the eggs of the two birds have been feea

and afcertained, and by thofe they are defcribed as being very dif

fetent from each other.—Upon this fubjeft we muft however obferve,

that the author of the Ornithological Didionary defcribes the eggs oli

^ur greater Pettychaps, in the fame terms as thofe of the Fauvette are

defcribed above. This we fufpeft may arife from a defire in the

author to render the hiftory of the bird complete ; he concludes the

greater Pettychaps muft be the true Hortenfis, and confequently the

FauVette, and under this perfuafion, may have been induced to

'defcribe the egg of the latter as that of the Greater Pettychaps ; this

fuggeftion will fcarcely appear doubtful, when the language of its

author it collated with that of the French naturalift *. It appeared

Very material to the difcrimination of the two fpecies to digrefs on

this point, or we fliould not have mentioned it. The diffimilarity

between the eggs of thefe birds ftiould be carefully regarded. It can-*

not be unknown that the diftinflion in the eggs are as permanent as the

charaflers obfervable in the bird, and fliould thefe exhibit the dif-

ference ftated, as the authorities mentioned, incline us to believe

there cannot remain a doujjt that the two birds are diftinft.

• ** It lays four eggs, about the fize of a Hedge Sparrow's, weighing about thirty-fix

grains,, of a dirty white, Jjlotchcd all over with light brown, moft numerous at the larger

end, where fpots of afh appear." Orn. DiSi.—" La femelle y depofe ordinairement quatre

CBufs pefant chacun trente-fix grains, d'gn blanc fale, avec petites tachcs brunatre*

affcz nombreufea et plus rapprochees au gtos bout.'*

Vol. VII. D Authors
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Authors concede, with apparent probability, that the Fauvett^ of

Buffon and the Motacilla hortenfis of the Linnaean fyftem, are the

fame ; there mufl ever remain fome little obfcurity refpefting the

birds intended by Linnaeus, the fpecimens he defcribes being long

fince deflroyed or loft, and the figures in authors to which he refers

being lefs fatisfafiory than might be defired : it was once fuggefted to

LIS by a Swedifh naturalift, that it could not be hortenfis, but whether

the objedion arofe from a due confideration of the two birds, we are

not enabled to determine.

With refpc£l: to the Lefler Pettychaps, the Motacilla Hippolais of

Linnaeus, it is fo definitively diflinft from the Greater Pettychaps^

tliat wc Ihould have fcarccly deemed it necefiary to enter upon the

{ubje6l in this place, if it had not been obferved, that a late in-

genious author has defcribed it under the name of Hippolais, and

thus confounded the Greater and Lefler Pettychaps together as one

fpecies. The firft we have already defcribed at length, the other is

a fmall bird of very delicate ftruiSlure, and not larger than the little,

or Golden- crefted Wren, and is the fmalleft of the feathered tribe that

inhabits Britain.—The Lefler Pettychaps will be found delineated

in one of the immediately fucceeding Plates.

PLATE
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MOTACILLA OENANTHE.

WHEAT EAR, OR WHITE RUMP,

'

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

' Bill fubulate, ftraight ; the mandibles nearly equal : noflrils

oLoval ; tongue lacerated at the end,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNO NYMS^

Back hoary : front, line above the eyes, rump and bafe of the tail

white; through the eyes a black band,

lyfoTACiLLA Oenanthe : dorfo cano, fronte alba, oculorum faf-

cia nigra. Linn. Fn. Suec. 254. GmeL Syjl, NaL

966. 15.

Fahr, Faun. Groenl. p. 122. 84.

Scop. Ann. L No. 250.

Brilnn. No. 276. -

Kramer. El. p. 374—4.

Nozem. mderJ. Voo-eL /. 81,

Sylvia
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Sylvia Oenanthe ; dorfo cano, fionte llnea fupra oculos uro#

pygio bafique caudae albis per oculos fafcia ni"

gra. Lath, Ind. Orn, f, 529. 79

Curruca major, peftor^ fubluteo, Frijch, av, t. 22,

Oenanthe f. vitiflora. Aldr, orn. 2,p, 762. /. 763..

Jonjl, Av. 12.3. /. 45./. 13,

Vitiflora, Brif S,p. 449. 33.

Culo bianco Z'lnnan, p, i. 6, f. 24.'—C^/// uc, Sard.f, 223.

Le Cul-blanc, Vitrec, ou Motteux. Buff. 6. p. 2$7.—FI. EnJ. 554^

/. 1,2.

Wheat- EAR, Fallow-fmich, white tail, white rump. Ray av,

p. 75. n. \ .—JVill. Orn. p. 233. t. 41.

—

Albin..

cv. 1. /. 55. 3. t. 64i.^Edwards av. pref. p. 12.

Brit. ZooL i.n. \67.-^Orn. Di^.-^Bewkk v. 1.

229.

Wheat-ear. Lath. Gen. Syn. 4. p, 465. IS.—Id. Supp.p. 182^.

Snorter. Pult, Cat. Dor/et. p, 9,

The Wheat-ear is a bird of very pleafing afpe£l : there is a pecu;-.
"

liar deUcacy in its appearance and manner, which, added to the An-

gular contrail of colours its plumage exhibits, entitles it to raore^

than brdinary attention.

This bird is of the migratory kind, refiding in Britain during the

fummer months. The males preceded ufually by the females about

ten days or a fortnight, arrive on our fhores in the month of March,,

or
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or the beginning of April, and from that time till late in May

:

about the end of September the Wheat-ears affemble and depart, the

laft flight in Oftober. A few birds occafionally remain in England

when the feafon is mild during the whole winter.

As a bird of pafTage the Wheat-ear is a fpecies very widely dif-

fufed over the globe : towards the north it has been traced as far

as the remoteft of the Scottifli i (lands, Norway and Iceland, and by

Fabricius afcertanied even as a native of Greenland, Edwards, and

^fter that writer Latham, fpeak of it as an inhabitant of the Eafl Indies,

^nd from the late obfervations of Sonnini, Wheat-ears are by no

means uncommon in Egypt, In the Index Ornithologicus it is no-

%iccd as a native of Africa.

There are feveral varieties of this fpecies, the principal of which

may be reduced to three, the Grey Wheat-ear of Pennant's Britifli

Zoology (Cul-blanc gris ef Brijfon) the Afk-coloured (Cul-blanc

cendre of Brijfon) and the Dwina Wheat^ear, var. J.

The firft of thefe differs from the ufual kind In being olive or

tawny above, with a mixture of whitilh and fulvous ; the lower part

of the neck marked with very fmall grey fpots ; the two middle tail

feathers wholly black, the reft, as in the Common Wheat-ear, and

fringed with pale rufous ; the bill and legs brown.

In the Alh-coloured Wheat-ear, the plumage as the name implies

is of an aflien colour, at leaft, on the upper parts of the body, and

irregularly mixed with grey brown ; the rump of the fame co-

lour
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lour inflead "of white. The forehead white as in the common

kind.

That found about the Dwina is white above ; the throat, wings,

and almoft the whole of the two middle tail feathers black ; and two

fpaces of black on the outer feathers of it.

In our Mufeum we poflefs alfo a bufF-coloured Wheat-ear, a fup*

pofed variety of this fpecies
;
perhaps allied to, if not the bird in-

tended by Linnaeus under the fpecific name of Stapazina : the red or

ru^flfet-coloured Wheat-ear of Edwards.

According to the cbfei vations of BufFon the Wheat-ear does not

attain the adult plumage till the third year. This may induce a per-

fuafion that fome, if not all the birds admitted heretofore as varieties

may prove to be no other than the common kind in an immature

Hate of plumage. Before the fiiil moult the young birds are a mix-

ture of reddiili, or rufTet, with brown on the head, the neck and up-

per part of the body to the rump faintly flreaked v/ith blackilh, the

rump itfelf white : the under parts reddiOi dotted with blackifh or

duiky, with the lower part of the belly white. The afh-coloured va-

riety is conceived to be the young of the male bird. The plumage of

the female is marked like that of the male, but the colours are more

obfcure. Preparatory to the commencement of the breeding feafon,

the Wheat-ear feeks fome convenient depofitary in the ground for

the conftrudlion of a nefl, felefting for this purpofe a hollow under

the flielter of a flone_, or clod of earth, or not unfrequently the defert-

€d burrow of a r^bbit^ The iiqft is formed of grafs^ or mofs^, mixed
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Vitli the wool of fiieep and other animals which it eafily colleBs

1^1 the places of its haunts, and lined with a few hairs and feathers*

The eggs are of a light blue colour, with a circle of deeper blue at

the large end. Stragglers have been known to breed here, but the

circumftance is rather unufual.

The chief food of the Wheat-ear confifts of infe£ls, and worms^

upon which latter they are obferved to thrive well and become

very fat.

The vicinity of Eaftbourn in Suflex is a celebrated refort of this

Iktle bird, which, generally fpeaking, though it may occafionally

abound elfewhere, is a local fpecies : they feem difperfed, feldom ap-

pearing in great numbers together in any one fpot. Mr. Pennant at-

tributes their appearance in fuch abundance, about this particular

fituation, to the prefence of a certain fly which feeds on the wild

thyme, that abounds in the neighbouring hills ; thefe flies, in his

opinion, conftituting the favourite food of the Wheat-ear. Befides

the vicinity of Eaftbourn we have obferved thefe birds very common

in the open grounds to the weftward of the coaft of Suflex, and no

where in greater plenty than about the fait marflies, towards the fea

from Chichefter to the borders of Hampfiiire. They fly low, and

fettle frequently to pick up the worms, and infe6ls that are found on

the ground. The peafantry, the fliepherds efpecially, fn«re them in

traps contrived Amply in the manner boys take fparrows with traps of

brick, except that thofe for the Wheat-ear are made with flone or clods

of earth inflead of brick. There is befides another mode of capture

which conCfls merely in placing two ck>ds of earth edgeways, fo as

to
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to form a kind of tent or aWning» with a flick at the opehing 14

tvhich a running noofe of hair is faftened : in the night time, and

not unfrequenlly when difturbed or frightened^ the Wheat-ears enter

ihefe traps for fafety and are taken^

The excellence of the Wheat-ear aS ah article of food has ob-

tained it the emphatic name of the Englifh Ortolan, for which rea-

fon they are fought after with avidity^ Mr. Pennant obferves^

that the numbers enfnared in his time, in the diftri6t bf Eaftbourn

alonCj amounted to 1840 dozen, which tifually fold for fixpence a

dozen* Mr* Montagu informs us, it is a common cuftom in thofe

parts where the Wheat-ear is taken, to vifit the traps fet by th^

the fhepherds, take out the bird> and leave a penny in each as a re-

ivard to the owners ; remarking further^ that thefe birds ufually

fell for a fhilling a dozen.

Nor was the moderate price abovementibned unufual in the parts

adjacent. In Portland, where thefe birds are called the Snorter, and

^re entrapped in great numbers, Dr. Pultney alTures uSj the price

is one fhilling per dozen* More than thirty dozen, adds this accu-

rate writer, are faid to have been taken in a day, by one perfon.

In 1796, an inllance, he fays, occurred, of even fifty dozen being

caught in one day. It is further ftated, that a perfon in the Wey-

mouth market, had paid thirty pounds to one man for Wheat-ears,

in the year 1194^, at one fhilling a dozen ; and that the fame vender

had been fupplied with fifty dozen more than could be difpofed of.

Dr. Latham obferves, thai quantities of thefe birds are eaten on
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Ihc fpot about Eallbourn, by ihe neighbouring inhab'tants ; others

aie picked and fent up to the London pouherers, and many are

potted, being as much elleemed in England as the Ortolan on the

continent.

It is true, the Wheat-ear abounds in thofe parts as in former

times ; but the pafTing ftranger, who, from thefe details, might be in-

duced to expe6l in his vifits to any of the towns or villages in the vi-

cinity, a difti of thefe Englifh ortalans^ at a moderate charge, will be

ferioufly difappointcd. The influx of vifitors from the metropolis

into thofe parts during the bathing feafon, (the time in which thofe

birds are common,) has efFe6^ed a change fo material in this iefpe(5t

within the laft few years, that we may almoft with as much confi-

dence confult the regulations of the*' 8th Hairy" for the prices of

the prefent London markets, as confult the authors of ten or twenty

years ago for the prefent price of Wheat-cars in the neighbourhood

.of Eaftbourn. Five, ten, or fifteen fhillings a dozen, is fometimes

paid for thefe birds^and thought not very immoderate ;—it certainly is

not, compared with that of the potted Wheat-ear, the price of which,

in the fummer of 1813, as we found charged by a purveyor in thefe

delicacies refident in the town of Brighton, was three half-crowns a

pot, each pot containing two birds !—Such are the charges for frefh

and potted Wheat-ears, at the watering places of Suflex, at leail tgt

the occafional vifitors.

E PLATE
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MOTACILLA AtRICAPILLA.

BLACK-CAP WARBLER,

Passeres;

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill fubulate, ftraight, the man(fibles nearly equal : noftrils oboval,

tongue lacerated at the end,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Teftaceous, beneath cinereous : cap dulky-black#

"MoTAClLLA Atricapilla : teftacea, fubtus cinerea, pileo oh-

fcuro. Linn, Fn. Suec. 256,—Scop, Ann. 1. n,

229.—Brunn. Orn. n. 278, gh ^^

377. «. 15. GmeJ. Syji, Naf, 970. I.

Curruca Atrlcapilla. Bri/. av, 3,p, 380. n, 6.

Klein av.p, 79. 14.

Atricapilla, f. Ficedula Gefn, av. 348.

Aldr. orn, 2. /. 756. /. 757.

Ray, Syn,p, 79. A, ^.—IFilJ. orn.p, 16?. /. 41.

^ 2 Capinera,
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Cdpincra. Olin* Vcc, /. 9.

Ztnnatu Uov. p, 56, 6^,f, 45,

CeZ/i uc Sard. 216.

La Fauvcttc i tete noire, Buff. 5. />. 125. /. 8./. 1.

—

P], EnU h

580./. 2.

Melffen Mocnclie, Gunih, Ncft. u. Ey. i. 68.

Kloflerwenzel, ' jFr//r/? av, t. 2$.f, 1.

BLACK-c.Ai>. Pemi. Brit, ZooL 1. 148.

—

ArB, ZsoL 2./. 41S-i

Ray, av, 79. 8.

Black-cap (Sylvia atricapilla). Lalh, Syn, 4. p, 415. 5.

—

6>/7;. 508. 6.

As the turtle is the emblem oF conjugal fidelity, the Black-cap li

that of parental tendernefs ; no bird providing for its young with

greater induflry, or more anxious folicitude. In this refpeft the

male is not lefs attentive than the female ; while one quits the neft-

lings in fearch of- food, tlie other remains to watch the nell and pro-

te6t them. When the young are able to fly and leave the neft they

alTociate together in families, accompany each other in their daily

cxcuifions, and at night rooft together on the fame branch, the male

on one fide, the female on the other,' and. the infant brood in the

middle between them ; the whole huddled together as clefe aspolfible

for the fake of warmth.

The vocal powers of the Elack-cap are not furpaffed by many of

ihe feathered tjibe: it is deiicient in that wild variety which confti.

tutcs
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tutes a chief excellence in the fong of the nightingale, but it never*

thelefs refembles it, and, with that exception, its noteis fo little

inferior, that it has obtained the appellation of the Mock Night-

ingale.—An inftance is recorded by BufFon, of a Black-cap, tu-

tored by the fong of the nightingale, whofe note at length fo far

excelled in melody and compafs as to filence the fong of its in-

llru(Slor.

The Black-cap is a fmall bird, its length fcarcely exceeding five

inches ; the general colour above is aflien, with a tinge of greenifti

;

the fides of the head and body beneath greyilh, becoming white

towards the vent : the top of the head black. This is the defcrip-

tion of the male bird, from vi^hich the female differs in having the

head ferruginous.

When this bird firft arrives, which is early ift the fpring, be-

fore the infedl race appears in fufEcient number to afford it fufle-

nancCj the berries of various plants furnifh it fupport : thefe it af-

terwards reje<5ls as infe6ls become more common, except the fruit

of the ivy, which is faid to conflitute a favourite food at all

times.

The nefl, which is compofed of dried flalks, with an intermixture of

wool and green mofs, the fibres of roots and horfe-hair as a lining,

is placed generally in a bufh very near the ground : the eggs are

fiv^ in number, of a pale reddifh, mottled with a deeper colour, and

f^w'dark fpots.

The
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The Black-cap Is a fummer refident with us, coming to England

in fpring and returning in autumn. It is not undeferving of re-

mark, that though this bird is not unfrequent in the north as

well as fouth of Europe, it is by no means common in thig

country.

PLATE
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EMBERIZA SCHOENICULUS.

REED SPARROW^

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill conic; mandibles receding from each other from the baSfe

iclownwards, the lower with the fides narrowed in, the upper part

with a callofity or hard knob within.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

SYNONYMS.

Head black ; body grey and black ; outmofl tail-feathers with a

white cuneate fpot.

Emberiza Schceniclus : capite nigro, corpore grifeo nigroquc,

re^lriubus extimis alba cuneiforrai. Linn, Fn»

Suec, ^3\,'-'SyJl, 1.311. ll.^GmeL Syjl. Nat.

I, p. 881.

JBrunn. Orn, n, 2« 25 1

Mulkr,
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Muller. «. 254-.

Nozem. nederU VogeU /• 44-^

Ceorg. it* p, 114!,

Embcriza capite nigro, maxillis rufis, torque albo, corporc rufo

nigricante. Linn. Fn, Suec, 1. «. 211, Krafn,

El. p. 57. n, $.

Hortulaijus arundinaceus. Bri/s, av» 3»p. 274. n, 5,

PafTer arundinaceus. Ge/n, av. 652,

Pafler torquatus f, arundinceus. Raii, Sjn. p. 93^ A, ^.-^WilL

p. 196.

Emerling Gunth. Nefi, u, Ey. t, 17.

Ortolan de rofeaux. Buff, hijl, nat. 4. p. 5 1 5.---PL EnL ^47. ^.

(male) 477. 2. (female.)

Reed Bunting : Brit. Zool. n. ]20.—^rc?. Zool. 2.p, 368. E'

—Lath. Gen. Syn. S. p. 173. 9.

—

SuppL p. 157.

Gre,ater Reed 5parrow. Ray. av.p. 93. 3.

—

WilL Orn. p. 269.—

Albin av. 2. /. 51.

The Reed Bunting is a local bird : an inhabitant chiefly of marfhes

that abound in reeds : thefe, with the willow and other trees that

grow in watery places, are its favourite haunts, from the neighbour-

hood of which it is obferved to wander over the adjacent cultivated

places during the day time, and returning again to its neftling places in

tht; marOies before night, at leaft during the feafon of incubation,

Thefe birds fly low, feldom perching, except in hedges, or low

bufhes ; their ufual food confifls of grain of all kinds, corn efpeci-

ally, and infedts generally. The fruit of the reed in particular af-

fordi
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fords it flore of palatable food during part of the year without the

trouble of fearch beyond its ordimry places of refort. The Reed

Bunting never afTociates in large flocks, feldom more than fix or

eight together ;
they frequent the fame fpots as the Sedge Warbler,

and it is imagined by fome late writers that the fine melodious note

attributed to the Reed Bunting belongs to the former bird. As the

Reed Bunting, though a timorous bird, is lefs fhy than the Reed

Warbler, we can eafily conceive a miftake of this kind might have

arifen, when both fliould happen to be in the fame bed of rufhes^

the one concealed, the other confpicuous to the view of the liftener ;

the fong of the Warbler concealed might, under fuch peculiar cir-

cumftances, ftrike upon the ear, and be miftaken for that of the

Reed Bunting. The note of the Reed Bimting, according to Mr.

Montagu, confiils only of two notes, the firft three or four times

repeated, the laft fmgle and more fharp.

Thefe birds form their neft of the dry flalks of grafs, fome-

times with an intermixture of mofs, and line it with various fubflances

of a fbft and light texture, fuch as the down of the reed, horffi

hair, and, in fome inflances, it has been known to employ for thia

purpofe the hair of the calf. The neft is ufually placed among the

rufties, or in a low bufh, and not always impending over the

water. The eggs are of a dirty blueifh white, marked with veins

of purplifli brown, which are moft confpicuous at the larger

end.

This bird inhabits northern Europe, as far as Sweden, Ruflia

and Siberia ; towards the fouth it extends no further than Italy,.

Vol. VIL F where



PLATE CLIIL

where it is efleemed very rare. It is uncertain whether they

migrate or not from the country, many are known to remain

with us throughout the year.

PLATE
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CERTHIA FAMILIARIS.

COMMON CREEPER

OR

TREE CREEPER.

PiCiE.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill arched, flender, fomewhat triangular, pointed : tongue varU

ous, feet formed for climbing.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

SYNONYMS.

Crey, beneath white : quill feathers brown, ten of them with a

white fpot.

Certhia familiaris: grifea, fubtus alba, remigibus fufcis, de-

cem macula alba. Linn, Syjl. Nat. l,p, 184. 1.

— Suec. n. \OQ,-—Gmel. Linn. Syji, l.pA^Q.

Lath* Ind. Orn. T. 1. 280.

^ ^ Certhia
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Certhia minor. Frijch. /. S9.

Certhi A. Rail Syn, p. 47. a, 5.— Will. Orn.p. 100. /. 23.

Falcinellus arboreus noftras, Klein, Av. p. 106. 1.

Ifpida Cauda rigida, Kramer EL p. 337, 2.

Picchio, Piccolo, Zinnan, Uov.p, 75. /. 11./ 6C,

Common Creeper, Br. Zool. 1. No. 92. /. Sd,-^Lalh. Gen. Syn, 2,

p,70l,--Id.Sup.p, 136,

Of the many fpecies contained in the Genus Certhia, this is per-

haps the only one that can be introduced with implicit confidence

among the feries of Britifh Birds. There is another, Certhia Mura-

ria, or Wall-Creeper, an European bird of very uncommon fcarcity,

and no lefs remarkable for its richly varied plumage of black and crim-

fon, which has obtained a place in the Britilh Fauna, on the authority

©fa zealous colle6lGr, and from refpe^t to that authority it cannot be

amifs, in the prefent in fiance, to fiate the cii cumftancc. It muft be

neverthelefs acknowledged, that there is no very fati^faQory evidence

of its being Britilh, and, therefore, at Icaft, for the prefent, the Certhia

familiar is isto be confidcred as the only well authenticated fpecies

of its genus found in Britain*.

Dr. Latham alludes to the prevalence of this opinion in the following obfervation on

Certhia muraria. '* Buffon does not rank it as a bird of France ; and I will venture to

iay that it was never found in England whoever may affert to the contrary.'* Synof>. V, z.

f>.
I. 73 f. As there is no precife reference to the information on which this general opi-

nion refted at that time, we cannot pretend to fay whether the late opinion of its being

Brliiih might be derived from the fame fource of authority or not. Yet under all its cir-

rumftances one h£t is certain that Certhia Muraria has been confidered as a Britilh bird,

liewcY«r ^ueftiosabU roaybs ih« authority ©n which it rcfts-.

The
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The habits of the Common Tree-Creeper refemble thofe of its

congeners ; it fubfifts on infefts which it collects on trees, and in

ueft of which this little bird is obferved running up and down the

trunks of trees, fearching among the mofs or pecking into the ere

vices. The moment it perceives itfelf watched, it turns to the

oppofite fide of the tree, and refts quiet and concealed : and fhould

the obferver follow it to that fide, it again fliifts its pofition fo

as conftantly to conceal itfelf on the fide oppofite the fpe£lator.

They breed in the hollows of trees, forming their neft in a conveni-

ent recefs which they line with dried vegetables, fragments of light

rotten wood and a few feathers. Their eggs, from fix to eight in

number are white powdered or fpeckled with ferruginous.

This bird is an inhabitant of Afia and America, as well as Europe^

and is faid to be no where more abundant than in this country. With

us it is a reCdent throughout the year. Its note is weak and mono-

tonous.
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FRINGILLA DOMESTICA.

HOUSE SPARROW*

Passeres*

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill conic, flraight and pointed,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Quill and tail feathers brown ; body grey and black ; wings with

m firigle white band,

Fringilla Domestica: remigibus re£lricibufque fufcis, cor-

pore grifeo nigroque, fafcia alarum alba folita-

ria. Linn, Fn» Suec. 21<^.—G/wf*/. Syjl, I.

mS.—Lath. Ind. Orn. T, l.p.l, 432. 1.

Kramer El. p, 369, 10.

Frifoh, /. 8,

Georgl* p, 174,

Fti' Arag, p, 87.

Borowfi. Nat, 3. p. 144, lU
Pair«r
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Paffer domefticus. Rait Syn. p. S6. A.

Will. Orn.p.

Bnfs. Orn, 3, p. 72. 1.

Schaff. EL t. 5S.

JRoman. Orn. 1. p. 99. /. 16, y. I»

PafTer domeftica. Zinnan. Uoo, p. 79. /. 11. /. 70.

OUn. uc. i. 42,

Cetti uc. Sard. p. 204-.

Rauch-Sperling. Gunth. 'Nejl. u. Ey. t. 57.

Le Moineau. Buff. 3. p. 474. /. Qd. / 1.

Houfe Sparrow. Or;?. /). 249. /. 44.

Jlhin. 1 . /. 62.

The Common Sparrow is worthy of particular obfervation for the

Angular diverfity, we might almoft fay the beauty of its phimage

;

the male bird efpecially. In the immediate vicimty oi great towns,

and cities, thefe familiar inmates of our houfe tops acquire an habi-

tual footinefs from their conftant refidence about the fmoky flues of

chimnies, the places to which they feem to refort for the fake of

warmth; but in the country, where they are more hardy and cleanly,,

the fparrows exhibit a brightnefs of colouring that renders their ap-

pearance very different from thofe which refide in populous places.

In its ordinary ftate of plumage no bird can be more generally

known than the common Sparrows there are however variations in

which its appearance is more ambiguous, particularly thofe of the pied

kind^
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kind. Sparrows wholly white occurnot very unfrequently : thofealfo

which are varied with white and dark brown or chefnut, or rufous, oc-

cur occafionally, and fometimes the Sparrow is found entirely black.

Among other extraordinary varieties of this bird, in our Mufeum, is

one in which all the fore toes are double, fo that each foot is furnifhed

with fix toes in front, the back toe which is fingle as.ufual on one fide,

is treble on the otherj except which there is no material appearance of

diftortion, every toe is diflin6lly formed, and armed with its proper

claw. We are the more explicit in detailing the circumftances of

this fingular bird as it prefents one of the mofl remarkable varieties of

the Sparrow we are acquainted with,

'The Sparrow is proverbially a bold and familiar bird, and feems to

evince fo far an attachment for man that it is obferved only in fuch places

as are inhabited by the human race ; and it is affuredly the leaft of all

other birds, the fport of that cruelty and caprice this " terreftrial lord"

is prone to exercife over the minor race of creatures. Sparrows are

faid to be injurious to gardens, but wherever Sparrows have been de-

flroyed in any confiderable numbers, the fruits of our gardens, as the

corn of our fields have fuffered infinitely greater mifchief from the

hofls of infe6t depredators which thefe birds would have timely de-

ftroyed. Sparrows therefore are ufeful, and are the natural and wel-

come refident of the cottage, and to a certain extent may be ufeful al-

so in cities. Their general food confifls of infe£ls, grain, and fruits

of all kinds, befides which they will eat other animal food. The neil

is often conflrudted under the eaves, and other projections of houfes,

in broken walls, dry gutters, and even the tops of chiranies : The eggs

Vol. VII. G ""of
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of ti e fparrow are well known ; they are of a pale or afhen colour

with numerous fpots and dots of brown.

This bird is an inhabitant of Europe, Afia and Africa, fubje£lhow-?

ever to feme trifling variation of plumage in different climates ; the

male bird conflantly darker, and the colours more diftin£i; than in the

female.

PLATE
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MOTACILLA HIPPOLAIS.

LESSER PETTYCHAPS.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill fubulate, ftraight : the mandibles nearly equal : noflrils ob-

wal : tongue lacerated at the end.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SFNONYMS.

Greenifh-aft), beneath yellowifli : abdomen filvery: limbs fuf-

cous : eyebrows whitifii,

MoTACiLLA HiPPOLAis: virefcente-cinerea fubtus flavefcens

abdomine argenteo, artubus fufcis, fuperciliis

albidis. Linn. Syji» Nat, I. p. $20. 7.

GmeL Syfl, L p. 954.

SyLVA Hippolais. Lath. Gen. Syn.A.p. 413. 3*.—/«^. Orn.

507,4.

Ficcdula Septima Aldrovandi (Pettychaps) Raii Syn, p. 79. A. 7.—

fViU.p. 158.

—

Ind. Angl. p. 21Q%

Q 2 Lesser
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Lesser Pettychaps. Br. Zool. I. 149.

—

ArSl, Zool. W.p, 413*

^Lath. Gen, Syn. 4. 414.

—

Lev. Mus,

— •MnegyPlUjjB^'" ''
''^*'''*'''"'^" "

'

* " *^ '

(

There can be no doubt this bird has been fometimes confounded

with the Willow Wren, and that even by Englifh authors of rerpe6l-

ability. The Willow Wren has ah:eady obtained a place in this

work, and the fpecimen delineated and defcribed was the individual

bird of Dr. Latham's colleftion, now in our pofTeflion. The ex-

ample of the Leffer Pettychaps at prefent before us is no lefs well

authenticated, as being the original bird found by the Duchefs of

Portland, at BulPtrode, and communicated by her grace to Sir Alli-

ton Lever. No one can, therefore, queftion, that upon the identity

of two fpecies fo nearly analogous and yet diftinft, we poflefs the

befl: authority that can be obtained, and are thus enabled to fpeak

with confidence on a fabjeft which might otherwife remain involved

in doubt.

The Lcfler Pettychaps is a very diminutive bird, the fmalleft

almoft, without exception, found in England. It is fuppofed to be

Tare; but is, perhaps, more abundant in this country, in the milder

parts efpecially, than may be imagined
; though, from the fiiynefs of

its manners, it is not often feen. As a migratory fpecies it is one

of our early fpring vifitors ; indeed fo early, that it is imagined, and

with fome probability, ftragglers may remain with us throughout

the winter when the weather is mild. Inftances of this nature oc-

cur at lealt in the warmer parts of Britain. Its note, which is a

mere twit, twit, or, as fome liken it, to the words chip chop, is

heard
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heard fometimes as early as March. It feeds on inre6ls, which it

takes occafionally on the wing ; and it is obferved to be moft frequent

about plantations of fir.trees.

9

!Dr. Latham defcribes the neft as being of an arched form, com-

pofed of dry bents, mixed with a little mofs, and thickly lined with

feathers : it is placed on the ground under a tuft of grafs, or at the

bottom of a bufh. The eggs, five in number, white and fprinkled

all over with red fpots, efpecially at the largeft end.

PLATS.
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PHALAROPUS HYPERBOREUSo

RED PHALAROPE.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, ftraight, and ufually fpmewhat inflefted at the top s

noftrils minute : feet lobate, or furniHied with lateral membranejij

generally fcalloped.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Cinereous beneath, riimp and band on the \ving white: breaft

pinereous : neck at the fides ferruginous.

Phalaropus Hyperboreus. Lath. Ind. Orn. T, 2, 775. 1.—

Gen. Syn. 5, p. 270. 1,

Tringa Hyperborea. Cinereus, fubtus uropygio fafciaque

alarum alb is, pectore cinereo, colli lateribus fer-

rugineis. Linn. Syjl, Nat, 1. p, 24>9. 9.

—

Frt*

Suec. N^ 179. Gmel SyJl. I. p. 675. Faun. GroenL

N^ 75 (masj.

Phalaropus
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Phalaropus Cinereus. Bnf,6.p. IS. 2.

Gock Coot-footed Tringa. Edw, /. 143.-

Red Phalaropq. Br- Zool 2. n, 219. 17.

—

Lath, Gen, Syn. 5. 270. 1,

Tringa Fulicaria. Linn. Syjl. l.p. 616. 6. (Jem,)

There are certain birds v/hich it is weli known to the experienced

Ornithologiil, exhibit at the two remote periods of the year the win-

ter and the fiimmer, a mofi: llrikirig difference in their appearance,

and this indeed fo very confiderable in certain inftances as to mif-

guide the beil informed, if they have not the good fortune to afcer-

tai« the fame bird under both the circumftances of the winter and

fummer pliunacre.

Befides thefe very prominent varieties in which the diftin6lIons

are llrongjy marked, there are intermediate tranfitions which denote

the progreiTive advancement of one llate of plumage to the other,

and thefe are fometimes no lefs ambiguous, or lefs calculated to

miflcad. Thefe remarks will apply generally to all birds which

inhabit equally the cold and warmer climates ; to the whole of the

fandpiper tribe in a particular manner, and as may be conceived to

the varieties of that fe6tion which are denominated Phalaropes, the

natural order to which the bird before us appertains.

This birdfappears to conftitute one of thofe ambiguous varieties,

but which is probably ambiguous in its firft appearance only, for with

a little caution it may eafily be reduced we think to its legitimate

fpecies I
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ipecies : thete can be no doubt in our mind that it is no other than

d very pretty and interefting variety of the bird already defcribed by

writers under the title of the Red Phalarope; a variety, the efFedl of

feafon merely^ and not entitled as fome confider it to the appellation

of the " New Red Phalarope.'* The Red Phalarope in its ordinary

ftate of plumage, is by no means common in Britain ; it is

better known to the more northern naturalifls, as it is an

inhabitant of the regions mbre approximating to the polar circle, and

is defcribed by Linnasus under the title of Tr'tnga hyperhorea^

Lat6r author^ have determined the Linnaean Tringa hyperborea, and

Tringa fulicaria to be the two fexes of the fame fpecies, which opi-

nion has been in its turn amended by fubfequent refearch, the refult

of which has proved the exittence of two fexes in both fulicaria and

hyperborea. Dr. Latham was led to believe them to be the two

fexes of one fpecies^

The very fingular ftrufture of the feet in the Phalaropes render

them particularly curious, befides which their plumage generally is

yery pleafingly diverfified ; there is an unufual delicacy in that of

the Grey Phalarope, and the Red Phalarope in point of gaiety com-

penfates for the niinor defedl of being lefs chafte in its colours and

variegations than its Very analogous fpecies.

There is fome account extant, that the Red and Grey Phalaropes

have been fliot in Yorkfliire, and it was concluded on this or fimilar

authority, that they were the two fexes of the fame fpecies^ an

opinion, as before obferved, which has been fince removed by the

moft cogent of all evidence, the demonllration of anatomical invefti-

gation.

Vol. VII. H Eefides
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Befides thefe two birds, Dr. Latham defcribes a third kind from

the Bankfian colleflion, found far northward between Afia and

Africa, the particulars of which appear in the fifth volume of the

Synopfis, and a figure of it in the frontifpiece of that volume. This

he defcribes as a variety of the Red Phalarope (fern) in the Synopfis,

and the fame opinion is retained in his fubfequent work (Ind. Orn.)

it is this variety which accords more nearly with the bird before us

than any that has been defcribed to that period.

We have been long in polTeffion of this bird in our own colle6lion

of Britifh birds, and have given it fufEcient publicity ; neverthelefs

it was confidered among coliedlors as a new bird. In the year 1807,

a communication appeared in the eighth volume of ihe Tranfa6lions

of the Linnaean Society, from the pen of Mr. Simmonds, F.L.S. and

in this paper, befides other ufeful information, will be found a general

defcription of the fame variety,

Mr. Simmonds conceiving it might be fpecifically different from

the variety of Dr. Latham's lad defcribed, propofed to give it the

name Phalaropus \\^illiamfii, in compliment to his friend Mr. J. Wil-

liams of Djrtford : to this there could be no obje61ion, excepting

only that it does not appear to be diftin61:, and w^ould therefore only

create confufion fhould it be defcribed under any other than its ori-

ginal denomination. Thefe birds were found at the edge of two or

three frefti water lakes in Sanda and North Ronalflia, the two moft

northern of the Orkney iflands: in the ftomachs of feveral were

found the remains of Monoculi and Onifci. We poffefs the egg

which Mr, Simmonds feems to be unacquainted with, as he expreffes

his
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his regret that the fearch after the nefts was not attended with'the

defired fuccefs, and refpedling the eggs he is entirely filent. The

egg is of an oHvaceous colour, mottled with dots and fplafties of

blackifh. Mr, Simmonds finally remarks, that as none of the inha-»

bitants had obferved them before, they had no provincial name : the

bird has been fince difcovered in the breeding feafon in fome plenty

among the iflands, from which we may conclude, that although they

had efcaped the pofitive obfervation of the natives, we are not to

regard their appearance at that time as a recent or accidental vifi-

tation,>^

Upon a comparifon of the Red with the Grey Phalarope it will

be found, that independently of other differences, the form of the

bill affords a diftinftion between the two birds, by which they may

be readily determined ; in the Grey Phalarope the bill is ftouter,

rather more compreffed, and broader : in the red kind it is weaker,

the tip pointed and a little bent. It has been urged againft this dif-

tindlion, which appears to us fatisfa£lory that by improper treatment

in the drying and preparation of the bird in the hands of an inju-

dicious preferver, thefe chara6lers may be fo far difguifed by par^

tial contractions as to be no longer worthy of dependence; an argu-

ment in our opinion of little weight, fmce it will apply equally to

the diftinftions drawn from the chara61;erifl:ic form of the bill in

every other bird as well as this. The variety we have figured is of

the fame fize as the red Phalarope of other authors, and meafures in

length feven inches. *

H %
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HIRUNDO RUSTICA.

SWALLOW,

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill fmall, weak, curved, and awl fliaped, with the hafe deprefled

;

gape larger than the head : tongue (hon, broad, cleft : wings long

:

tail in general forked,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Blueifli black
; beneath white, front and chin chefnut : tail fea-

thers, except the two middle onps, with a white fpot.

HiRUNDO Rustica; nigro-coerulefcens fubtus albida, fronte

gulaque caftaneis, reftricibus lateralibus macula

albanotatis. Lath, Gen. Syji. 2. 572. 1.

HiRUNDo Rustica: redlricibus, exceptis duabus intermediis,

macula alba notatis. Linn. Fn Suec, 570.—?

Gmeh Syfl. Nat. 1. p. 1015.— Scop. Ann. 1. N^

m^.—Brun. N"* 289. Kram. EL p. S80. 1.—

Georgl.p. \75.—Frifch.t. lH.^KIem. Av.p. 82,

Z.—Schceff. EL Orn. t. 40.

HiRUNDO
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HiRUNDO DoMESTiCA. Raii Syn. p, 71. A, 1.-^7/, Om.

p, 155. /. ii. p, 486. 1.

—

Id, ivo. 1,

p. 3^4. '

Hlrondelle de Cheminee. j^w/: 6,p, 591. /. 35./. 6.—-P/. EnL64<S.

Schwalhe, Gun/h. p, 6^. h 16,

Rondine Minore, Zinnan, Uov, 48, 7./. 35,

Chimney Swallow, or Common Swallow. PhiL Tranf,

.
-51. 459.—M 53, p, iOl,—Id, 65. />.

S4S. ^r, Zci?/. 1. A^'' 168, /. 58.—Ar^, Zool

:hy^v.yu-^i^y.. II, N" 330. AIL I. L 45.

The habits and inanneis of the Swallow are fo well known, as.

render much general information unneceflary. They occur in almofl

every part of the globe at different periods of the year, and are alfo

found in great plenty in America. They vifit England in immenfe

flights about the latter end o£ March, and as invariably colle£l in

amazing numbers in September, taking at that time their departure

for warmer climates to avoid the rigour of our approaching winter.

The Swallow ufually builds its neft, which is compofed of mud^

mixed with Ilraw or hair, and lined with feathers, in the walls of

chimnies, or under the projefting ridges of the roofs of houfes,

churches, and fometimes trees : we poflefs a neft with the eggs,

built in the hollow of a conch-fliell as it laid in the garden of Sir

Aihton Lever, at Arlington, in Lancafhire.

The
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The Swallows of our cities, blackened and difcolourcd with the

fwarthy vapours of our chimnies exhibit an appearance only of

footy blacknefs, varied with fpots of a dingy white. When in a

high ftate of plumage the Swallow is really a very beautiful bird»

the black being of a jetty blacknefs, finely glofTed with fhining blue^

partaking in different lights of puiple and azure, and the white of

unfullied purity ; the front and chin a rich brown inclining t^

chefnut.

Varieties of the Swallow wholly white, occur occafionally, and

are not more uncommon than the white varieties of the common

birds in general. The Swallow is fix inches in length: it has two

broods in a year ; the eggs from four to fix in number, of a white

troiour, and fpeckled with reddifh. Its chief fubfiftence confifls of

infe6is.

PLATE
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TRINGA ALPINA.

ALPINE SANDPIPER,

OR,

DUNLIN.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, and as long as the head : noflrils fmall and Imear :

tongue flender: feet four toed, the pofterior toe of one joint, and

raifed from the ground.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Brown teftaceous : breaft blackifti : tail feathers whitlfh alli : leg?

brownifh.

Tringa Alpina: teflaceo^fufca, peSlore nigricante, reftrlcibus

cinereo-albidis, pedibus fufcefccntibus. Linn,

En. Suec. 180.

Linn. Syjl. 1./. 249. 11,

Gmel. Syjl, \.p. 67,6,.

Vol. VII. \ Fdr,:
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Fahr. Fn, GroenL n, 77.

Frifchav,t, 241.

CiNCLUS TORQUATUS. Bri/s. 5. p. 9.16. fJ, II . L 19. f. ^,

Gallinago Anglicana, Le becaffine d'Angleterre. Brlf. 6.

p. 5095.

Le Cincle. Buff. 1. p, 65S,—PLEnL^62.

La Brunette. Buff. 1 . p.^ 4f9>3.

Dunlin. Ray Syn. p, 109 ^. Jl.—^///. Om. 305, Brit, ZqoI.

No 205. La/h, Gen. Syn. 5. p. 185. 33.

—

Id.

SuppL p, 249.—Tringa Alpina, Ind. Orn. 736,

37.

A fcarce Brltifh bird, found as the name implies, chiefly in Alpine

fituations. It occurs in Afia and America as well as Europe.

Length between nine and (en inches.

PLATE
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SCOLOPAX RUFA,

RUFOUS GODWIT,

Grall^.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifli, obtufe, longer than the head : noftrlls linear : fac^

cpvcred : feet four toed : hin^toe confifting of many joints.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

r

SYNONYMS.

Ferruginous rufous: head, and back of the neck dafhei with

black ; wings cinereous, the feathers white at the edges : tail barred

alternately with white and dufky.

ScoLOPAx Hudson icA var? Lath. Gen, Syn. Supphv, 246^

Ind. Orn. 120. ^0.

There is much reafon for prefuming that this bird, though not

till very lately, introduced to the acquaintance of the more expe-.

rienced Ornithologifl;, is by no means to be confidered as a recent

I ^ accjuifition
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acqiiifition to the Britifh Fauna. The bird has very probably forrg

exifted in fome colle6lions of the country, which from their privacy

have remained unknown, and where it has been perhaps confidered

as the Red Godwit, or a mere variety of that rare and interelling

fpecies.

This conje<5lure is rendered more than probable from various local

circumftances within our knowledge which are not material to

-repeat. It was not, however, till within the laft four or five year*

that this bird has appeared to be corre£lly known as a Britifh fpecies ;

when bcfiJes the difcovery of a few birds in different parts of the

country which fell by accident into the hands of curious fporting

gentlemen, fome few were captured by the fowlers, and brought

for fale to the London market. Thefe, very fortunately for the gra-

tification of the Englilh colle61ors, were purchafed by a dealer in

London and we believe that moR of the London colleftions at

]cafl, were fupplied with examples of this curious bird from that

accidental fource and circumfiance.

The imprefTion that ftruck our mind upon the firfl: view of this

bir4 was the very ftrong affinity it bore to the Scolopax Hudfonica

of Dr. Latham, which we had feen fome vears before, and fubfe-

quent refle£lioa does not feem to leffen the fmiiiitude in our ideas.

We lament fincerely on this account that the means of comparifon

are too remote either to eftablifh or to remove conjeBure, for the

individu?.! fpecimen defcribed by Dr. Latham, under the name of

* Mr. Corbet.

Scolopax
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JScolopax Hudfonica exifts no longer in the country; we faw it fop

the laft time in the poffeffion of an intelligent German naturalift *, the

day previous to its departure for the Imperial cabinet at Vienna about

twelve years ago. We have no notes upon the fubjedt, but fo far

as memory can be relied upon, the fize and general afpeft could not

be materially different, with the exception only of the tail, which

was black and white, but not difpofed in alternate bands as in the

prefent bird ; the bafe was white and the pofterior half, or rather

more, black without bands. But for this latter circumflance we

fliould have little hefitation in believing them the fame fpecies ; nor

are we yet entirely fatisfied that the diftindlions which do exift Ihould

be attributed to any other caufe than a difference in the Hate of plu-

mage arifing from the effe6l of climate.

We have feen this bird placed in the arrangement of Britifli birds^

under the name of Scolopax Noveboracenfis, and generally fpeaking,

it has obtained the name of Red-breafted Snipe, and Red Godwit

;

with refpea to the latter it is exceptionable, becaufe it may poflibly

lead to forae confufion between this kind and the bird already known

' under the fame Englilh appellation. As to its analogy with the

fpecies defcribed under the name of Noveboracenfis we muft confefs

we cannot perceive it ; nor fhall we venture to place it in our lift of

fynonyms, with the mark of doubt, allowing even for the imperfe^

accounts we happen to poffefs of the latter bird.

The length of this bird is between fifteen and fixteen Inches.

" " 1 ^ ' 'II" * »
>

' '— '
' I I I I I I— I i.i ,,m m mmmi.fA

* Mr. Leopold Fichtel.
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EMBERIZ'A CIRLUS.

CIRL BUNTING.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACT&R.

Bill conic: mandibles receding from each other from the bafe

downwards, the lower with the fides narrowed in, the upper with a

hard knob within.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
ANI>

SYNONYMS,

Above brown, varied : beneath yellowifh, breaft fpotted : eye*

brows pale yellow : two outmoft tail feathers with a white cuneated

fpot.

Emberiza Cirlus; fufca, pe£lore maculato, fnpercillis lutcis,

reftricibus duabus extimis macula alba cuneata,

Gmeh Linn. Syjl, Nat. T, 1. p, 2. w. 879.

Emberiza Cirlus: fupra varia, fubtus lutea, peflore maculato,

fuperciliis luteis, reftricibus duabus, extimis

macula alba cuneata. Lath, Ind, Orn, T, \ , p. 1.

p, 401.

Emberiza S&piARiA. Brl/s, 3, ^63» ^,

Le



PLATE CLXI.

Le Bruant Laye, Buff. 4. p, Z4^^.^Pl, EtiL 65S.f. 1,

CiRL Bunting. Lath, Syn. 3, p. 190.2 B,

The Cirl Bunting is a bird not very uncommon in various coun«^

tries of the fouth of Europe, but which till a very late period,

remained unknown as an inhabitant of this country. With us it

feems to be very local, and confined exclufively to the moft fouthern

diflrifts. From its clofe affinity to the Yellow Bunting, or as it is

more ufually called the Yellow Hammer, it may be eafily millakeri

by the fuperficial obferver for that fpecies. It is, neverthekfs^

diflini^;.

The natural food of this bird confifts of worms and infe^ls as

tveli as the feeds of various plants. Length fix inches and a half.

FLATl
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TRINGILLA LINARIA |3,

TWITE.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER,

Bill conic, ftraight and pointed.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Above varied, beneath reddifli, abdomen whitifli : eye-brows and

band on the wings pale rufous : crown and rump red.

Fringilla Linaria: fupra varia, fubtus rufefcens, abdomine

albido, fuperciliis fafciaque alarum rufefcentibus,

vertice uropygioque rubris. Lath. Ind. Orn>

459. 83.

Twite. Alhln, 3. /. 74.

Lev, Muf,

The Twite was formerly confidered as a variety of the mountain

Linnet *, and at a later period has been placed with doubt as a variety

* The Mountain Linnet itfelf has borne fucceflivsly the fpecific names piplaus and

montium.

Vol. VII. K of
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Q^ the lefler Linnet. We are aware that much confufion has, ancj

Hill continues to prevail among the Linnet tribe, we can however

venture to fpeak precifely as to the bird before us being the Twite

of the Leverian Mufeum, and therefore the individual bird defcribed

by Dr. Latham and feveral other writers under the appellation of the

Twite: it pafled immediately irom that colle6iion into our pofTeflion.

The length of this bird is four inches and a half. The red colour

of the rump is generally Confidered as a decifive ch3racter of the

Twite.

PLATE
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ANAS HISTRIONICA.

HARLEQUIN DUCK,

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lanjdlate teeth : tongue

fringed and obtufe : three fore toes connected, the hind one fohtary,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Varied fufcous blue and white,* ears, double line on the temples,

collar, and peroral band white (male). Grey, e^rs white : primary

q^uill feathers blackiih.

Mas.

Anas Histrionica: fufco albo cseruleoque varia, aurlbus, tern-

poribus linea gemina, collari faiciaque pe£loia li

alb is. Fabr. Fn. GroenL n. 46.

Ana& Histrionica. linn, SjL i, p. 204,Z5,-^Gmel. Syjl. i.

K 2 ;».554.—
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p, 534r.—Brun, N"^ 84, ^5.—Phil. Tranf, 62*

p, 417.

—

Fr'ifch. t. 157.

—

Faun, Amer. />. 16.

Anas torquata ex infula terras novas. Br//}. 6./>. 362. 14,

Anas Brimond, Olaff. Ill 2. /. 34.

Le Canard a Collier de terra neuve, Buff. ix.p. 250.

—

PL Enl. 798.

Stone Duck. H^Jl. Kamtfch.p. 160.

—

Dusky and Spottei>

Duck. Edw.av. t,^9.—Harlequin Duck.

Ard. ZuoL 2, 4^9)0.—Laih. Syn, 6. p. 485.

G'&.—bid, Onu 849. 45.

Fem.

Anas Minuta: fufca (vel grifca) auribus albis, remigibus pri-^

rnoribus nigricantibiis. Fair* Faun, Groenl. n,

AG.-T'Brun, Orn. n. 86.

—

Linn* Syji. 1. />. 204.

SG.—GmeL Syjl» l. p. 53i<.

Querqoedula freti Hudfonis. Brifs. 6. />. 469. 41.

—

Id, Svo. 11*

p. 485.

Le Canard brun, et le Canard brun et blanc. Buff. Ix. p, 263»^

PL Enl, 1001.

La Sarcclle briine et blanc. Biff. ix. p. 287.

—

PL Enl. 799.

Little brown and white Duck. Edw. t, 157,

Cat, Car, 1. /. 98.

Harlequin Duck. (Female) Lath. Syn. 6. p. 485. 58.

It is fome years fmce the Harlequin Duck was firft introduced

among colleftors as a bird appertaining to the Britifli Fauna; and

fifieeu years bsve at leafi elapfed fince we became poffeffed of the

3 fpecimen
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fpeclmen which is figured in the annexed plate : during the whole of,

that period we underftand that it has been only found occafionally

perhaps to the amount of three or four fpecimens at the utmoft, and

hence we may conclude, that it ranks among the rarer fpecies of the

Duck tribe found in this country.

As is frequently the cafe with birds the two fexes of which differ

very materially in plumage, the male and female of this bird has,

been confidered as diftinft fpecies. The figure of the male which

is fhewn in our plate may fuperfede the neceflity of any particular

defcription of that fex, except with rerpe6l to fize, which corref-

ponds with that of the common wigeon, and is about feventeenv

inches in length. The female is lefs by three inches ; very

little exceeding in length thirteen inches: the general colour grey ;

forehead and between the eye white: lower part of the bread and

belly barred with pale rufous and white, and the lower part, together

with the thighs rufous and brown : quills, tail and legs dufky.

The fpecies inhabits all the northern parts of Europe and America,

retiring a little to the fouthward as the winter become intenfeiy

fevere. Its chief food confifts of the vaft variety of teftaceous ani--

mals, with which the waters of all the northern lakes and rivers

abound, and efpecially the innumerable hoft of gnats and othei'

aquatic infe6ls which are there produced in numbers beyond all con-

ception during the Ihort period of the polar fummer.

FLAT E
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PARUS PALUSTRIS.

MARSH TITMOUSE.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill very entire, narrow and fomewhat compreffed ;
llrong, hard,

pointed and covered at the bafe with briftles : tongue truncated,

briftly at the end ; toes divided to the origin, the pofterior one large

and ftrong.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Head black ; back cinereous ; temples white.

Parus Palustris : capite nigro, dorfo cinereo, temporibus albis.

Linn, Syft. 1. />. 341. S.^Faun. Suec, N^ 269.

GmeL Syji. Nat, \.p. 1009.

—

Lath, Gen. Syn. 4.

p, 64<l,2>,—'Ind. Orn. 566.9.

Marsh Titmouse, or Black Cap. Jlbin. 3. /. 5S. f. 1.

Will 241. /. 43.

Allied
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Allied to the Colemoufe^ and has been confidered as no other

probably than a variety of that bird. This like the reft of its tribe,

is a moft prolific bird laying a vaft number of eggs, and hatching

frequently. Its fize is that of the Colemoufe : the length four inches,

Authors defcribe it an inhabitant of northern Europe.

Pr. Latham defcribes it a^ bring fond of bees.

V
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STRIX PULCHELLA.

SMALLER PENCILLED,

OR,

SIBERIAN EARED OWL,

ACCIPITRES.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill hooked: no cere: noftrils oblong, covered with briflly

recumbent feathers : head, auricles and eyes large : tongue bifid.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Head eared : body above and wings grey, powdered and waved

with rully and black, and varied with white fpots : beneath whitifli.

StRIX Pulchella. Pallas. It, 1, p, 456. 8,

—

Lepech* It, 11. /.

Af.'—Nov. Com. ASf. Petrop. Vol 15, p, 490. /. 26.

/.I.

Strix Pulchella: minima, capite aurlto, corpore pulveratim

cinereo-undulato fubtus libido, alis fafciato-pul-

VoL. Vn. L veratisj
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veratls, litura ad nares alba. Lath, Ind, Orn. 1.

57. 19.

Siberian eared Owl. Lath. Gen» Syn. 130. 16. /, 5,/. h

A rpecimen of this elegant bird has been in our pofTeflion for a

confiderable period, and as our Mufeum of natural hlftory in which

it is contained was allowed to remain open to general infpeAion for

the fpace of fome years, we conceive the bird muft have obtained

every requifite publicity to entitle us to the credit, if there be any

due, of having firll introduced it to the notice of our country as a

Britifh bird.

Some of our Ornithologifts have placed this bird in their arrange-

ments as a new Britifh fpecies under the fpecific name of Scops,

believing it to be the fame kind with le petit due of Buffon, a bird

found in France, and the fouth of Europe, and diftinguiflied by

Cmelin under the name of Scops. We are ever unwilling to differ

from our cotemporary collectors, and would not on any very trivial

occafion be inclined to exprefs our diflent to what appears an efta-

blifhed notion, but in the prefent iniiance there really appears to us

the exiflence of an error material to be corre6led. The bird before

us is alTuredly not the Gmeliniao Scops : we have ever confidered it

as the Strix Pulchella defcribed by Dr. Pallas, and have little hefi-

tation in conceiving on a more attentive invefligation the opinion of

thofe who think the contrary will gradually yield to ours.

;
With
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With rerpe6l to the general hidory of this cunous bird out

knowledge is very circumfcribed : to the beft of our information

it was fhot in Yorkftiire a few years ago. It is unqueHionably

one of the moft elegant of the Owl tribe : its length is fcarcelj

more than fix or feven inches.

V
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ANAS MARILA.

SCAUP DUCK.

Anseres. -

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth
;
tongue

fringed, obtufe: three fore toes connected, the pofterior one

fojitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Black : fhoulders waved cinereous : belly and fpot on the wings

white, male. Ferruginous brown, fpot on the wing abdomen, head

and ring at the bafe of the bill whiiejfmale.

Anas Marila: nigra, humeris cinereo-undulatis, abdomine fpe-

culoque alari albis. Ma/. ASf. AngL 62. p. 415.

Gmel. 509. 8.—Fufco ferruginea, fpeculo alarum

abdomine capitifque annulo ad roftri bafin albis

fFmJ Lath, Ind. Orn. 85S. 54,

Scaup
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Scaup Duck. PFllL Om. p. 365. Hay. av. p, 14£. A, 6. Lath*

Syn. 3, 2. p. 600, «. 49.

Length about twenty inches. The Scaup Duck is a general

inhabitant of the colder regions, of Europe, the north of Afia and

America t feeds chiefly on aquatic infers and the teftaceous animala

of the frefli waters, and migrates to warmer climates in winter.

\

V
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FEDICEPS HEBRIDICUS.

BLACK-CHIN GREBE.

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraigbt, acute, noftrils linear, lores naked : tongue fomewhat

bifid: tail obfolete : legs comprefled with a double feries of denta-

tions behind; toes furniflied on eaeh fide with a broad plain meni-

ibranCf

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

STNONFMS.

Head fmooth, body blackifh: belly cinereous intermixed with

filvery: chin of the male black, throat ferruginous.

CoLYMBUS Heeridicus: capite laevi, mento nigro, gutture

ferrugineo, abdomine cinereo et argenteo. Gmel.

Linn, SyJ}, Nat, T. 1. p, 2, 594. 58.

PODICEPS Hebridicus: nigricans, gula nigra, jugulo ferru-

gineo,

6
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gineo, abdomine cinereo argenteo vario. Latht

Gen. Syn.6. Q>92.

Black-chin Grebe. Pern, Br. Z09I. 2. 221./. 79.

With the fingle exception of the Red-neck Grebe figured in the

€th volume of this work, the bird before us may be efteemed the

rareft of the tribe found in Britain ; and none among the number

which altogether includes feven kinds, can be confidered common,

exclufive of the Dobchick, or little Grebe, which occurs in moft

fenny places : The mofi: frequent of the larger kinds is the Crefted

Grebe, and that is confined chiefly to the fens of Lincolnfliire, an^

two or three other parts of Britain*

The black -chin Grebe, called alfo the Hebridal Grebe is almoft

entirely confined to the waters of the ifland of Tirce, one of the

Hebrides, and thence it has received the appellation of Hebridal

Grebe. It is rather larger than the Little Grebe, and is in length

about eleven inches*

PLATE
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FRINGILLA LINOTA,

COMMON GREY LINNET.

Passeres.

GENERIC CH ARACTER.

Bill conic, flraight, and pointed,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Chefnut brown, beneath whitiHi ; wings with a longitudinal white

band : tail feathers each fide edged with white.

FrinGILLA Linota: fufca caftanea, fubtus albida, fafcia alarum

longitudinali alba, re61;ricibus nigris, marginibus

undique albis. Gmel, Linn. Syji, Nat. 1.^.916.

Lath, Ind, Orn, 4:57,

Common Linnet.

This ranks among the fong birds of Britain ; it is very common in

England and thrgughgut Europe. It feeds on feeds, principally

Vol. VIL M thofe
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thofe of the hemp, which it is obferved to peel before it eats.

The rofy colour which appears conrpicuous on the breaft of this

bird denotes the male in full plumage, the lemale and young birds

being defiitute of this diflin6lion. The length of this bird is five

inches.

The eggs amounting in each neft to five in number are of a

whitifli colour fpotted with chefnut.

PLATE





J6^



P LATE CLXIX.

SCOLOPAX PYGMiEA.

PIGMY CURLEW.

Grall^.

Bill roundifii, obtufe, longer than the head ; noftrils linear : face

covered : feet four toed, hind toe confilling of many joints.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

Arched bill and legs black : body varied with ferruginous brown

and white, beneath white.

ScoLOPAX Pygmjsa : rofiro arcuato pedibufque nigris, corpore

ex ferrugineo, fufco et albo vario, fubtus albo.

GmeL Syjl. Nat. 6b 5, 20.

NuMENius Pygmeus: fufco ferrugineo alboque variegatus, cor-

pore fubtus uropygioque albo, remigibus re6lri-

cibufque exterioribus albo marginatis. Lafh.

hid. Orn, 713, 11.

M ^ This
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This may be confidered as a curious variety of that rare Britifli

bird called the Pigmy Curlew, or the Pigmy Sandpiper in the plu-

mage it aflumes in autumn. It was obligingly communicated by

Mr. Vv^eighton : the bird was {hot by Mr, Lenard, at Holyavon, on

the g6th of Augufl, 1812.
'

PLATE
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MUSCICAPA GRISOLA.

SPOTTED FLY CATCHER*

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill nearly triangular, notched each fide, bent in at the tip, and

befet with briftles at the root: toes moftly divided to their origin.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

AND

SYNONYMS.

BrowniQi, beneath whitifli : neck longitudinally fpotted : vent

pale rufous.

Musc^CAPA Grisola: fubfufca, fubtus albicans, colli longitu-

dinaliter maculato, criffo rufefcente^ Gmeh Syjl.

Nat. 949. fp, 20,

Gpbe Mouche. Buff, O'lf. 4. p, 5 17. /. 25./. ^.

Spotted Fly Catcher, Lath, Syn^ 2, 1, p. 323, tu 1.

The
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The fpotted Fly-catcher is a bird of the migratory kind in Eng-

land, arriving in the fpring, and taking its departure in autumn.

The length is between five and fix inches : it frequents gardens,

and is obferved befides other fruits, to be particularly fond of cher-

ries. The eggs from four to five in number, are of a white colour

fpotted with reddifh.

PLATE
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VELVET DUCK.
J

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth : tongue

fringed, obtufe : three fore toes conne6ted, the pofterior one folitary*

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Black : lower eye-lid and fpot on the wing white.

Anas Fusca: nigricans, palpebra inferiore, fpeculoque alarum

alb is. Linn, Fn, Suec. 109, GmeL Syjl, Nat.

507. 6.

Great Black Duck. Ray, Orn. p, 141. A, 4. PVilL Orn.

p, 363, /. 70.

VsLVET Duck. Lat/?, Gen, Syn. 3. 2, p. 48^. «. 37.

Allied to the Scoter Duck but is more rare. Length twenty

inches.

PLATE
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TRINGA HYPOLEUCOS*

COMMON SANDPIPER/

GRALL^i

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifh and as long aS the head : noftrlls fmall and linear

:

tongue (lender ; feet four toedj the poflerior toe of one jointj

raifed from the grounds

SPECIFIC CHARACTEk
AND

SYNONYMS.

Bill fmooth : legs livid 5 body cinereous with black flripes, be-

neath white,

Tringa Hypoleucus t roftro lasvi, pedibus, lividis, corpora

cinereo lituris nigris, fubtus albo. Linn, Fn„

Suec. Uh^Gmel. Syjl. Nul. 678. 14.

Common Sandpiper. La/h, Syn*6. 178,

Length feven inches and a half : lays its eggs in fand banks ; thefe

are four or five in number, and of a dirty yellowifh colour with

pale fpots. Inhabits Europe and America.
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