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PLATE CLXXIIL

TRINGA ISLANDICA.

RED SANDPIPER.

GllALLiE.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifh, as long as the head : noftrils fmall, linear : tongiig

flender : feet four-toed : the hind-toe of one joint, and raifed from ihs

ground.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

SYNONYMS,

Bill and legs fufcous : back variegated with fufcous^ rufous, and

black : body beneath ferruginous : fecondary quill-feathers pdged

with white*

Trinoa Islandica: roftro pedibufque fufcis, dorfo fafco rufo

nigroque variegato : corpore fubtus ferrugineo

remigibus fecundariis margine albis.

Tringa Islandica: roftro pedibusque fufcis, corpore fabtus

ferrugineo remigibus fecundariis margine a!bis»

GmeLGS^. 24.

VoL.VIII. B 'TIU.NOA



PLATE CLXXIir.

Tring A Ferkuginea. Br'dnn. Orn. 71. 'iSO.

Red Sandpiper. BriL Zool w. 202. b. 72.

i^BERDEEN SANDPIPER. Brit, ZooL 2. 7?. -203.— Lath, Gen.

Syn. 3. /. p. 1S6. n. 84.

The fpecimen of the Red Sandpiper, originally depofited in the

Leverlan Mufeiim, and thence defcribed by Englifti authors, has been

ill our poffeffion from the period in which that Mufeum was difperfed
;

and as our own Mufeum was allowed to remain open to public view

for fome years fmce that time, the appearance of this bird may be

perhaps familiar to many of our readers, for it can fcarcely be imagined

that any vifitor would have neglefted to beftow fome attention towards

this elegant and truly interefting fpecies.

As a Britifti Bird, the Red Sandpiper was always, we believe,

confidered rare. It is indeed recorded to have appeared occafionally,

and even flocks of them have been obferved ; but from peculiar cir-

cumftances few of thefe had been procured, and it remained a rarity

till the fpring of 1812 afforded this curious bird in fome plenty. A
flock of them, as we underftand, was feen at that time in the fens,

and feveral of thefe being captured in the fowling-nets, they paffed

very fortunately from the wild-fowl dealers of the London market

into the hands of Mr. Corbet, an ingenious preferver of birds, by

whom they were prepared for the cabinet, and who has fmce

furniihed- feveral of the principal collections with the fpecimens they

poffefs.

One

V: 'Si,!
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One of thefe laft- mentioned birds is now in our own poffefiion : it

differs in no material particular from the original bird, wliich is at

prefent before us, and with which we have compared it with due at«

tention ; the only diffimilarity confifts in the general hue of the upper

parts of the plumage, in the more recent fubjea being fomewhat darker,

and the lower more deeply rufo-ferriiginous.

Notwithftanding the apparent fcarcity of this kind of Sandpiper, it

fliould be remarked however, that there is feme reafonable grounds

for believing, that it is only rare to us in this more lively ftate of

plumage; that in its ordinary drefs we fhould recognize it to be no

other than the Tringa Canutus, the bird familiarly known to our

poulterers by the name of the Knot-bird. This idea was firft fug-

gelled by the appearance of one of the Knot-birds, which we met with

fome years ago among a parcel of the common kind in Leadenhall

market. The whole of the lower furface had affumed a richly varied

intermixture of brown with the white feathers, and dufky crefcent-like

marks of the neck, breaft, and fides of the abdomen ; and befides

this fpecimen, there was another, the breaft of which had began to

afiiime the fame ruddy afpe6l. The correfpondence in this refpeiSt was

ftriking ; but there was nothing in the upper furface of tlie plumage

to diftinguifli it from the common Knot ; unlike the true Icelandic

Sandpiper, it was entirely deilitute of that elegant intermixture of

black and oblong fpots of ruft colour, which appears confpicuous in

the example we have reprefented, and which Linnaeus confidcrs

chara6ieriftic of the Iceland fpecies.

Thefe laft-mentioned birds were placed in the fpring of 1 8 1 C, w ith

other varieties of the Knot-bird, in our Mufeum, in a fituation imme-

diately contiguous to the original fpecimen of the Red Sandpiper, in

B 2 order
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Older that every obferver miglit be enabled to form his own judgment

as to the relative coiii)e61;ioi-! of the two birds, and it is, we may be

allowed to conceive, from the publicity thus afforded them, that an

opinion has arifen of the Common Knot and the Iceland Sandpiper^

being only the winter and fummer drefs of the fame bird.

In a future plate we fliall fubmit a portrait of the rufous bellied

Knot, above defcribed, to the attention of our readers
;
together with

fuch information as we may conceive likely to elucidate the obfcurity

that feems to prevail refpefting them.

Length of the original fpecimen of the Red Sandpiper eleven

inphes ; of the one recently captured about ten inches.

PLATE
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XARUS MARINUS y.

WAGEL GULL.

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftralght, fliarp edged,, a little falcated at the tip, and tootblefs

:

lower mandible gibbous below tbe point : noftrils linear, broader on

th^ fore part, and placed in the middle of the bill.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

' SYNONYMS.

Varied brown, afti and white with brown fpots : band of black on

the tail, tip white.

Lakus Martnus 7. Lath. Ind. Orn, 814. 6.

Larus Naevius : albtis, dorfo cinereo, reftricibus apice nlgris.

Gmd. Lim, Syft, 598. 5.

Larus Varitjs. Brurm, Orn, n. 150.

Larus Maculatus. Brunn, ]V® 146. young bird?

Le Goiland varie, on le Grifard. Brifs, Orn. 6. p. I67. b.pl. 15.—

»

Buff. Oif. 8. p. 4 J 3. pi. 33.—PL EnL 266.

Wagel, Burgo-mafter of Groeland, Great Grey Gull, Raii Syn. p.

130. A. 13.—mV/. Orn. p. 349. j?/. 66.

WageL Br. ZooL %. n. 247, A.^Ar6i, Zool. N* 453,

To
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To reconcile the various opinions that have prevailed among na-

turalifts refpefting the identity of fome fpecies of the Gull tribe would

be a talk of more than ordinary difficulty : tlie tranfitions of their

plumage, refulting from the effeQ;s of cliinate, the feafons of the year,

the difference of fcK, and the various periods of their grovi'th, pre-

clude the poffibility of fpeaking with any politive degree of precifion

in fome inftances, and in no one more it would appear upon the

teftimony of the beft writers^, than in the identity of the fpecies be-

fore us.

Among the iirft of tliefe opinions we may mention that of Linnaeus^

who confidered it as the Herring Gull in the firfl: year's plumage^

Fabricius, the author of Fauna Groenlaridica, on the contrary con^

ceived it to be the young of the Black-backed Gull^ and Pennant

concludes that it is not an immature bird^ but the female of the Black-

backed Gull.

It would have tended much to confolidate the two firft of thefe

opinions had the conclufions offered by Dr. Latham in his general

Synopfis, been eftablifhed by later obfervation; naniely, that the

Herring Gull and the Black-backed Gull are of the fame fpecies;.

biit the contrary of this opinion has been fo clearly afcertained, that

in a fubfequent produdion, (Index Orn.) Dr. Latham himfelf aban-

dons that idea, and admits the Herring Gull and Black-backed Gull

to be fpecifically diftin6l.—This is our own opinion : we have the twQ

fexes of both fpecies in very perfe6l order of maturity in our own

Mufeum, and from a due comparifon of thefe, we cannot entertain

the leaft difti uft of the accuracy of this laft conclufion. In ftating

this, the reader will perceive that the idea of the Wagel being the

female of the Black-backed Gull, as Mr. Pennant imagines, is not

admiirible, the female of that fpecies being altogether diffimilar.

Bui
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But although Dr. Latham divides the Black-backed Gull from the

Herring Gull in his Index Ornithologicus, he does not feparate th«

Wagel from the firil-nientioned fpecies, but places it as a variety, or

rather as the young of that bird Larus Marinus y. This arrangement

js^ we believe, founded ou a6lual obfervation of the fpecies in the

various flages of its growth, or we might be inclined, from the general

appearance of the bird, to follow, in preference, the example of Gmelin,

who eftabliflies the Wagel as a diftin6i: fpecies, fubje6l to fome va-

riations, under the fpecific name of Naevius. The Wagel is a large

bird meafuring, in length, two or three feet, and exceeding, when

full grown, the ordinary fize of the Black-backed Gull ; it is alfo

confiderably larger than the Herring Gull which, in point of fize, is

inferior to the Black-backed Gull *.

* Mr. Montagu, in liis Ornithological Di6lionary, remarks, that " the appellation

(Wagel Gull) has been affigned to feveral Ipecies of the genus in the mottled infant

plumage ; and as there is no fuch bird claiming fpecific diftinfition, it fhould be erafed

as fuch from the pages of Ornithology." Suppl. This aflurance deferves confidcration J

for if it be correal; it muft prove the fallacy of all difcufllon upon the fubjedt, as the

Wagel will be identified in the young of feveral fpecies of the Gull tribe, which in their

perfefl ftate are acknowledged to be fpecifically difiin6l. But we cannot yield entirely

to an obfervation which, in our opinion, teltifies a precipitancy of conclufion beyond

even what the author hirafelf intended, for he confiders in another place the Wagel as the

young of the Black-backed Gull alone. That the young of all the Gull tribe have

the plumage mottled in the early periods of their growth, is a fa£l fufficiently known«

but every individual poireflTos yet fome ftriking peculiarity of the adult bird, by which

the judgment of the flulful Ornithologifl may be diretled, and we think fuccefsfully^^

to the determination of the fpecies ; and in proof of this, we cannot doubt that the true

Wagel may always be difiiuguillied from the reft of the Gull tribe in their mottled ftate

of plumage.

With refpedt to the Wagel when full grown, its ordinary fize is known to exceed tliat

of the Black-backed Gull, a circumftance that does not arife from the greater laxity of

the feathers as might be imagined in admitting it to be the younger bird ; but from the

bird itfelf being aftually larger than the Black-backed Gull at the full maturity. This

would tend, at leaft in fome degree, to prove that it might not be the *' infant off-

fpring" of that bird, although there may be certain inRances in fome fpecies of the

joung bird being larger tliau the adult.

Thefe
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Thefe birds occur on the fea fliore and in the vicinities of great

rivers in various parts of Britain, but it is faid not in any confider-

able plenty. In fevere winters they have been known to vifit the

banks of the Thames in company with others of the Gull tribe, and

one ibot near Richmond, about twenty years ago, by a well-informed

fportfman was tranfmitted to us as a rarity. Within a few years paft

they appear to have become more common about the banks of the

Thames, and in that of 1812 in particular, when they occurred in

fome abundance. It may not be amifs to add, that in the fummer of

the year 1801, we were favoured with a recent fpecimen of the Wagel

({hot in Cornwall) from the late Mr. Hutchins, a very intelligent

Ornithologift, the plumage of which did not differ from that of the

Wagels {hot in winter^ as before mentioned.

PLATE
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HIRUNDO URBICA.

HOUSE MARTIN.

Passerks.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill fmall, weak, curved, fubulate, and deprelTed at the bafe : gape

larger than the head : tongue iliort, broad cleft : wings long : tail

generally forked,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Blue-black, beneath white : tuil without fpots.

HiRUNDO Urbica : nigro-coerulefcens fubtus alba, retricibus im-*

maculatis. Lath. Lid, Orn. 573,

HiRUNDO Urbica : retricibus immaculatis, dorfo nigro-coeru-

lefcente, tota fwbtus alba. Linn. Fn. Succ. ^71-

-^Linn. Si/ft. L p. 344. 3,—GmeL Syjl. L

p. lOir.

Hirundo minor f. ruftica. Briff. ai). 2. p. 490. n. 2.

Hirundo ruftica f, agreftis Plinii. Raj. av. p. 71. w. 2,

—

TVill. Orn.

p. 155. t. 39.

VoL.VIIL C Hiiori
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Hiron Jelle a ciil blanc. Biif, 6. p. 6l4. f. 25. f. 2.

Le Petit Martinet. PL Ettl. 542. /. 2.

Martin, Martlet, or Martinet. fVllL fJngl.) p, 213.

t. 39,-^Jib. 2. t, 56. a.

Lath. Gen. Sijn. 4. p. 564. Siippl.

p. 192.

The HoLife Martin differs from the Sand Martin, which we have

ah'eady given in this Work, in fome very ftriidng particulars. It is a

larger bird, and unhke that fpecies which forms its refidence in

the banks of fand, in fituations folitary and remote from the habi-

tations of man ; this little intruder, emboldened by familiarity,

conftru6ls its nefts, and breeds under the cornices and eaves of our

houfes, againft our windows, or amongft the thatch, wherever a con-

venient refting place is afforded ; but not in chimnies like fwallows.

Their neft is compofed of mud and a few twigs or fticks, and lined

with feathers ; and the eggs, which in the firft laying are five in

number, in the fecond four, and in the third three, are of a white

colour. There are two or more broods in the year.

This fpecies is more abundant than the common Swallow, and

though many build and breed here, the Houfe Martin performs an

annual migration like that of the common Swallow, and nearly about

the fame time. They arrive in England about twenty days before

the Swallow, and depart again in Autumn.

It is a fiiiall bird, being only five inches and a half in length;

the colour above blackifli, very richly gloffed with blue ; the wings

brovvn>
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brown^ and tail uniformly brown gloffed with blue; the plumage

beneath white^ and the legs covered with a whitidi down. A fup-

pofed variety that inhabits North America^ has the quill and tail

feathers tipped with white.

The Houfe Martin, like the reft of its tribe, fubfifts on infe6ls;,

which it chiefly takes on the wing.

PLATE
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LARUS RIDIBUNDUS y.

BROWN-HEADED GULL.

Ansekes.

GENEBIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraight, fliarp-edged_, a little falcated at the tip and tootlilefs^

lower mandible gibbous below the point : noftrils linear^ broader on

the fore part, and placed in the middle of the bill.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

White, head blackifli : bill and legs red.

Larus Ridibundus. Linn. Sijji. I. p. 225. 9-

Larus RiDiBUNDus : albidus^ capite nigricante, roftro pedibufque

rubris. Oedm, Nov. Act. Stockh. 1783. 2. w. /.

p. 119. n.g.

Larus Ridibundus 7 : albidus^ capite fufco maculis albis, 601(0

cano^ rectricibiis decern intermediis fafcia nigra.

Lath. Ind. Orn. 812.

Brown-headed Gull. Lath. Syn. 6. p. 383. U.--Alhiri. ^.

pi. 86.

Brown-headed Gull. Lev. Mvj.

The
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Tlie length of this bird is fixteen inches ; the plumage white,

with the head and neck monfe colour : tail white, and compofed of

twelve feathers ; the exterior one of which on each fide is white and

immaculate, the interior black at the tip, and the bill and legs red.

>

This is generally believed by Ornithologifts to be the Black-headed

Gull in its fummer ftate of plumage, the dark brown colour of the

head and neck affuming a more intenfe or blacker hue towards

the winter feafon.

The Brown-headed Gulls are found, we underftand,, in plenty

along llie banks of the Thames and Medway towards the fea ; we have

ourfelves feen them among the flocks of gulls that haunt the Ihallow

waters olf the north of the ifle of Sheppy, in Kent ; and we think

alfo about the ifle of Grain^in the fame vicinity. That which we have

reprefented is a Leverian fpecimen ; and it may not be improper to

mention this, as the different fuppofed varieties of Larus Ridibundus

feem yet involved in fome obfcurity ; at leafl; there is a confiderabk

tliievfity of opinion among writers refpe^ing them^

PLATE
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T RING A NIGRICANS.

PURPLE SANDPIPER.

GRALLii:.

GENERIC CIIARACTEH,

Bill roundifh, as long as the head : nofti ils faiall and linear

:

tongue flender: feet four-toed : the hind-toe of one joint raifed from

the ground.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS,

Cinereous brown : back black with fubviolaceous gloQ : chin and

middle of the abdomen white.

TiiiNGA Nigricans : cinereo-fufco, dorfo nigro fubviolaceo-nitens^

rnento abdomineque albo.

Teinga Nigricans : Biackilli aOi : chin and middle of the belly

whiie : bafe of the bill and legs red. Linn,

Travf. IV. 40.

The
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The defcription of the Purple Sandpiper, inferted in the fourth

volume of the Tranfaftions of the Linnaean Society, was taken from a

fpecimen killed at Langharne,on the coaft of Cae^marthen^hire,in com-

pany with the Purre : it was killed in the month of January, and two

others of the fame kind having been fliot there the fame winter, it

obtained the trivial name of theWelfli Sandpiper, and from its colour,

the fpecific name of nigricans.

A figure of the fame bird had previoufly appeared in the work of

Walcot, Si/n. \l, t. 155, under the name of the Purple Sandpiper;

and as the bird has been fmce found on thecoafts of Kent and Suffex,

the appellation of Purple Sandpiper feems more appropriate than the

Tery local name of Welfli Sandpiper,

Nor is the merit of its original introdu6lion into the Britifli Fauna

even due to Walcot, fince the bird muft have been known as one of

the rareft of our Sandpipers prior to the time in which his Synopfis

was compofed, for long before that period there was a fpecimen of

it in the late Leverian Mufeum, and which, if we miftake not, was

the firft example of this interefting fpecies introduced to public notice.

Having mentioned this, it is equally due, in juftice, to thofe by whom

the fpecies was defcribed to ftate, that whilft it remained among the

Leverian birds it bore the name of the Knot," and it is not im-

poffible, under that defignation, it might have efcaped remark, or

been coniidered as a variety of the common Knot. That the fpecies

had a place in the Leverian Mufeum can admit of no diftruft, for we

are in polTeffion of the original bird with the label annexed.

In fVibmitting the preceding obfervations to our readers we are

only
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only anxious to award the credit of the difcovery of this elegant

Britifti Sandpiper to its true fource : we believe it was Mr. Bolton

who difcovered it ; it was affuredly Sir Alhton Lever who afforded it

publicity. This flight digreflion, we truft, will be the more readily

excufed, when it is further added, that the Purple Sandpiper paffes

ufually among colle61:ors, even at this period, as an addition to the

Britifti Tringae of recent date. Our remarks, however, teftifv the

contrary, and very obvioufly demonftrate that the Purple Sandpiper

of the Leverian Mufeum, has fuffered the fate of many other of its

valuable articles, in having been for years before the public, and yet

appearing to have been as little known, or at leaft as little noticed as

if it never had been placed there.

Befides the Leverian fpecimen above recorded, we have another

example of the Purple Sandpiper, captured on the Kentifti coaft within

the laft four or five years, and which merely differs from that fpecimen,

in being fomewhat fmaller or lefs robufl, and in having the general

tint of the plumage more inclining to dufky. The length of the

former is nine inches ; of the latter, eight inches and three quarters.

Like the reft of the birds that haunt the fea fhores, the Purple

Sandpiper feeds on the fmall marine worms, and infe6ls found on the

beach as the tide recedes from the Ihore.

Vol,, vm. PLATE
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ANAS FERINA

GREATER RED-HEADED WIGEON.

Poker, OR PocHAiiD>ye/72*

GENEBIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth : tongue

fringed, obtufe : three fore-toes connedted, the hind one folitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Cinereous waved : head brown: pectoral band^^cnt, and rump

black : wings cinereous.

Female moredulky: head pale reddifli brown : peroral band

obfcure cinereous and brown : wing coverts cinereous.

Anas Fekina : cinereo-undulata, caplte brunneo, fafcia pectorali

criflo uropygicoque nigris. Linn. Fn, Suec, 127#

—Brumi. Orn. n. SO,—GmeL 530. SI.

Anas erythrocephala. S. G. Gmelin it, 1. p. 70

Anas fera fufca. Rail. Syn. p. 143. A, 10.

Penelope. Bnf. ti.jy. 384, 19. t. S5./. 1.

D a Mil-
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Millouln. Buff. ix. p. 2l6. PL Enl 803.

Rothhals. Blcch, Bef. der Berl. Nat. 4. p. 603. L 17./. 5, 6.

Poker, Pocliard^ Red-headed Wigeoii. Br. ZooL 11. iV® 284.

JVill. (Angl.) p. 367. t. 72.

Thefe birds are common in the fens duiing the winter feafon, and

are often caught in great plenty, and fent for fale, with other wild

fow], to the London markets, where it is known by the name of the

Dunbird. This is the fize of the common Wigeon, but is held in

rather more efteem for the table. The fpecies is of the migratory

kind, and is found to inhabit Afia and Ameiica, as well as Europe.

With us it appears to be only an occafional vifitor during the

winter feafon. Its ordinary food confifts of the teftacecus tribes of

animals, and various fifties of the fmaller kind, which inhabit fenny

fituations. The flight of thefe birds is diftinguiftied by its fwiftnefs.

The length of the male bird is about nineteen inches, that of the

female is fomewhat lefs, and the general tints of the plumage more

obfcurely cinereous and dulky than in the male bird.

PLATE







PLATE CLXXIX.

ARDEA CICONIA.^

WHITE STORK.

GENERIC CHARACTER,

Bill ftraight, pointed^ long, fomewhat compreffed, with a furrow

from the noftrils towards the tip : noftrils linear : tongue fliarp ; feet

four-toed, and cleft : toes conne6led at the bafe.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

White : orbits and quill-feathers black : bill, legs, and flcin, red,

Ardea CicONlA : alba, orbitis reraigibufque nigris, roftro, pedi-

bus cuteque fanguineis. Liun, Fn. Suec. l62.—

Scop, ann. 1. n, 123.

—

Brunn, orn. n. 154.—

>

Gmel 622. n. 7.—LatJi, Gen. Spu 3. I. p. 47,

n. 9.

CicoNiA Bell, av, 45. a.—Aldr, orn, 3, p, Q9\,^JonJi, av, 147.

L50,

CicoNiA Alba : Brif.av, 6,p, 365. t, 32.

CiCOGNE
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CrcoGNE Blanche. Buff, Hijl, Qif p, tss, n, 12.—

€7iL n. 866.

White Stork. Ifill. (JngL) p, 236» t, 52.

Jlhhi. 2. t. 64.

LatL Sj/th 5. p. 47.'^Sf/ppl p. 234.

The Stork is a general inhabitant of various parts of Europe,

Afia, and Africa, preferring however the more mild and' temperate

regions, and migrating regularly in flocks mider the guidance of a

leader, at certain feafons, from one country to another, in order to

avoid the extreme of heat and cold. For this reafon, the Stork is

never met with between the tropics, and is rarely known to penetrate

northward beyond the country of the Swedes, or the fouthern parts of

Ruflia. In Holland, it is met with only during the fummer, arriving

in the fpring, and departing about Michaelmas. In England the

Stork is very rare.

Like the reft of the Grallse race, the Stork feeds on fiflies, frogs,

and other reptiles, and being a large and powerful bird is emineiilly

ferviceable in thofe countries infefted with ferpents, and other noxious

creatures, which it attacks and deftroys with impunity. All writers

concur in affuring us, that in many of the eaftern countries, the Stork

is held in great refpe6l: in Egypt, the fens of which they vifit in

autumn, they are highly venerated ; and in Turkey they are never

moleited, but alloM cd to build upon the tops of their lioufes,^ and even

fometimes on places of religious worfliip. In Perlia alfo, they are

treated with equal lenity ; and no European traveller need be informed,

that ill certain parts of Spain, of France, and Holland, they expe-

rience every poffible indulgence^ and are allowed to build their nefts

UpOM
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«poii the tops of the houfes in return for the benefits they beftow on

the inhabitants, in deltroying the reptiles that harbour about their

habitations.

Tlie fiefli of the Stork is reputed infipid, a circuniftance that

may have contributed among other caufes towards the prefervation

of this ufeful race of birds ; for it cannot be denied, that wliere the

gratification of the appetite is in view, we are too apt to difregard

levery other ufeful property in the lower race of animals. The Stork,

however, palTes unmolefled, as there is no temptation to dellroy thtt

bird for the value of its flefh as an article of food.

The i)efl is compofed of fticks, in which the female lays from two

to four eggs, that correfpond in iize with thofe of the goofe, but are

rather more elongated, and the colour a fordid yellow iih white. The

young, which are hatched in the fpace of a month, a^e at firft brown,

and are watched by the male and female alternately with the greateft

niTiduiity,

Though very rare in Britain, the Stork obtained a place in the

Britiih Fauna at an early period ; a fpecimen fh* >t in Norfolk being

recorded by Willughby. Albin is lefs explicit th jjn might be wifhed

but he feems to intimate, that although this bird \vas rare in England,

it had occurred occafionally. " They are feldon j," obferves this writer,

^* found in England in the fummer time, wit! iput being driven ovet

by a florm, or bronght over by fome curious perfon. I favv two of

thefe birds at his Grace the Duke of Chanc'jos, at Edger, in Mid>

dlefex." Alb. vol 2. p. 69*.

* The author of the General Synopfis remarks, *' that .^wo inftances only are on record

(ifi its being nje^ with in Engkud), Willughby racBt jpna one beiujg fliot at Norfolk,
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Tlie Stork has been known of late years to vifit the fouthern coafts

of Britain. One, Dr. Latham was informed by Mr. Boys, had been

picked up dead, but fre(h, on the ihore of Sandwich Bay ;
another,

as Hated by Mr, Macreth, was ftiot in the winter of 1785, at South-

fleet, in Kent ; and Mr. Montagu mentions another Ihot in Hamp-

fhire, in the autumn of 1808, by the game-keeper of Major Guiton.

and Afbin a fecond in Middlefex." This latter obfervation we are afraid has arifen

from overfight (a circumftance by no means ufual in the writings of Dr. Latham),

for the words of Albin, as above tranfcribed, and to which by the fynonyms we are

icferred, can never be fuppofed to imply, that the Stork had been (hot in Mid-

dlefex, but only that he faw Storks at the Duke of Chandos, in Middlefex ; and

which, from the general tendency of the text, we Ihould apprehead, had been intro*

lJuced ae curiofities by the Duke from Huiiand.
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ANAS FERINA.

GREATER RED-HEADED WIGEON.

Poker, or Pochard, male,

GENERIC CHARJCTER.

TBill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth: tongue

fringed, obtule : the three fore-toes conne6led, the hind-one folitarj.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS,

Cinereous, waved : head brown : pe6loral band vent and rump

black : wings cinereous.

Anas Ferina : cinereo undulata, capite brunneo, fafcia pe 6loral

criffo uropygioque nigris. Linn. Fu. Siiec. 1*27.

Pochard, or Great Red-headed Wigeon. Anas fera fufca.

Albin. V, 2. S7.—pL 98.

Pochard. Lath, Gen, Syn. V, 6. p. 523. 68.

The plumage of the male of the Greater Red-headed Wigeon is

diftinguilhed by being of a brighter hue, and in having the charac-

VoL. VIII. E tcriftic
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terlftlc colours defined with more dlftln6tners than in the female

:

there is otherwife a general refeniblance as confpicuous at leaft as

ufually prevails between the two fexes of the Duck tribe ; and in

point of fize^ the female is very little inferior to the male bird.

As the two fexes aifociate and are found in the fame places, their

habits and manners may be prefunied the fame : they are not fup-

pofed to breed in Britain, but to vifit us in autumn, and retire again

in the fpring : they ufually appear in flocks of thirty or forty together,

and are obferved to fly with greater velocity ; but not like feme of

the Wild Fowl tribe, in a regularly marflialled manner, under the di-

ve6lion of a leader
;

they fly rather indifcrimioately. During part of

the year they inhabit ISorth America,
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SCOLOPAX GALLINAGO.

COMMON SNIPE.

Grall^,

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, obtufe, longer than the head : noflrils linear t face

covered : feet four-toed^ hind toe conliiling of many joints,

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Bill ftraight^ tuberculated : legs fufcous : front with four brown lines^

ScOLOPAx Galltnago: roftro re8;o tuberciilato^ pedibus fufcia,

frontis lineis fufcis quaternis. Linn, Fn» Suec,

173.—Gme/. Linn. St/Ji, 662. 7.

Gallinago. Bnfs. Orn, 5, p, 298. n. 2. t. 0,6.f, L
Gallinago Minor. Bell, av^ 54. .

Aid. Orn. S.p. 484. 476. t, 477«

B6caffine. Buff. Olf. 7. p. 483. t. 26.

Schnepf. Frifch. av, U 229.

E Snipe^
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Snipe^ or Snite. Raj. ai), p. 105. 2.

WilL Orn. p. 290, t. 3.

Albin, av, I. ^. 71.

Common Snipe^ Brit. ZooL 2. p. 187. t. 6S.

ArB, Zool. p. 463. n. 366.

LatL Syn. \ \\, I, p, 134. n. 6.

The common Snipe is abundantly diffufed throughout every part

of the known globe. In England, the fpecies is common in the

fens and fwampy places, during the winter ; but after the early part of

fpring they difappear
; fome, it is believed, migrating, and others

retiring to the higher or more mountainous fituations, where it is

found during the whole fummer feafon. It is ftated, on the authority

of Dr. Heyfham, that the Snipe, as well as the Jack Snipe, are

found throughout the year in the hilly parts of Cumberland
j and,

according to Barrlngton, they never quit the fens of Lincolnftiire^

Wolmar Foreft, and Bodmin Downs. Its food confifts of woims,

infe^ls, and fmall fnails.

The neft of the common Snipe is frequently found in the fens

and mardies : it is conipofed of dried plants, intermixed with a few

feathers ; and the eggs, which are from four to five in number, are

of an oblong form, and fordid olive colour, marked with dulky

fpots.

The length of this bird is about twelve inches^; its weight four

ounces*
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PELECANUS GRACULUS.

SHAG.

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraight, hooked at the point, and furnilhed with a nail:

noilrils an obliterated (lit : face rather naked : legs equally balancing

the body : all the four toes palmated.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AKb

sTJsiujsrms.

Tail rounded : body black, beneath fufcous ; tail feathers twelve,

Pelecanus Graculxis: cauda rotundata, corpora nigro fubtus

fufco, reftricibus duodecim. Lynn. Fn. Sv. 14(5.

Brunn.n. 121.

—

GmeL51^, 4.

Phalacrocorax minor. BrijJ, av. 6. p* 516. n. 2.

Corvus Aquaticus. Alhin, av, 2. j?. 74. ^ 81.

Petit Cormoran, ou Nigaud. Buff. H?Ji. Oif, 319,

Shagge, or Crane. Raj. av. p. V23. A. 4.

Will, Orn. p. 320. t 63.

Shag,
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Shag. ArB. ZooL 2. p. 581. w. 50S.

Lath. Gen, Syn. 111. 2. p. 593. w. 14*

The Shag is an inhabitant of the northern parts of Europe : it

occurs on the fea coafts of the Britifli ifles, and alfo thofe of Holland^

Sweden, Norway, and Iceland. There is one variety of it found in

Cayenne and the Caribbee iflands, and another at the Cape of Good

Hope : but the variety found in Britain is that peculiar to the

northern regions.

This bird is fmaller than the Corvorant, being only thirty inches

in length : hke that bird, its haunts are the rocky parts of our fea

coafts, where it breeds in the cliffs, and alfo like the Corvorant in

trees. Ray informs us, the eggs are long and white. When on land,

the Shag is reputed a very ftupid bird ; but in the water, it is re-

markably a6live, and is not ftiot in that element without great dif-

ficulty, as it fwims with only the head and neck above water, and

dives with uncommon celerity the inftant it perceives the flafli of

the fowling piece.

The general tints of the plumage of this bird are dufky, glcffed

with alhen green or olive, and the darker parts with a vivid blue,

appearing altogether refplendent, as the light falls upon it in various

dire6lions.
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PAVO CRISTATUS ^.

PIED PEAHEN.

Gallin-e.

^ENEEIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, robuft : head covered with revolute feathers : noftrils

large : feathers of the rump, long, broad, expanfile, and covered with

pcellar fpots.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Head with a comprefTed creft : fpurs folitary,

Pavo Cristatus : capite crifta conipreffa, calcaribus folitariis^.

Gmel Linn, Syji. Nat, 7^9. 1.

Pavo Varius. Brijf. Orn. L p. 288. A.

Bunter Pfau. Frich.av. t. WQ,

Paon Panache. Buf. Hift, Oif. 2. p. 327.

The reprefentation of the male bird of this Pied variety of the

Peacock in the Fifth Volume of tbe prefcnt Work, appears to have

afforded
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afforded fo much fatisfa6lion to many of our readers, that we are

prevailed upon to add in this place a figure of the Hen and Young.

The female of this bird, we muft acknowledge, yields in point of

gracefulnefs and commanding gaiety of the plumage to the male;

and ftill more confpicuoully in the deficiency of that fine flowing

train of feathers, which conftitute the tail coverts : but it yet pof-

feffes a very pleafing air, and its introdu6lion in the prefent Work

will affift to complete the hiilory of that much admired variety of

the Crefted Peacock.

The Pied Peacock, ao intermediate breed or mixture between the

common and the white Peacock, is not inferior in point of fize to

the common kind, and as in that bird the female is rather fmaller
^

the creft is alfo fhorter, and the legs rarely armed with fpurs.
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TRINGA MACULARIA.

SPOTTED SANDPIPER.

Grall^.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, as long as the head : noftrils fmall, linear : tongue

flender : feet four-toed ; the hind-toe of one joints and raifed from

the ground.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Bill at the bafe and the legs fleih coloiu-ed : every part of the body

fpotted ; eye-brows and double band on the wings w hite.

Tringa Macularia : rollro bafi pedibufque incarnatis, corpora

undique maculato, fupercihis fafciaque gemiua

alarum albis. Gmel. Syft. Nat, 672. 7.

Tringa Macularia : Linn, Syji, L p, 249. 7.

TuRBUS Aquaticus; Brifi. av. 5, p, ^5d. n, 20,

Grive d'Eau. Buf, Hifi. Nat, des Oif, 8. p. 180.

Vol. VIIL F Spotted
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Spotted Sandpiper. Brit, Zool, 2. n. 196.

LatL Gen, Syn, 5, p. 179. 24.

—JwJ. Orn, 734. 29,

We efteem this one of the rareft of the Britifh Sandpipers : the

length of our bird is eight inches and a half.

The fpecies is defcribed as a native of America as well as Europe ;

and the female is faid to be dillinguifhed by having th^ u,ndeii: parts of

the plumage immaculate.
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TURDUS VISCIVORUS.

MISSEL THRUSH.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraightifh : the upper mandible a little bending and notched

near the point : noftrils naked or half covered with a fmall membrane

:

mouth ciliated with a few briftles at the corners : tongue jagged.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Back brown ; neck fpotted with white ; bill yellowifli.

TuRDus ViscivoRUS : dorfo fufco, coUo maculis albis, roftro

flavefcentibus. Scop. Ann. L p. 132. n. IQS.

Brunn. Orn. p. 65. n. 231.

Kram, el. p, SGl, n. 6,

GmeL Linn. Syft. 806. 1.

Tardus Vifcivorus. Gefii. av, 759. t. 76o.

Turdus Vifcivorus major. Rai), av.p, 64. n. 1.

Turdus Major. Biifs, av. 1. p. 200. n. 1.

F 2 Tordo,
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Tordo. Olin. ucc. t. 25.

Draine. Buf. liijl. Oif. S. p. 21)5. t I9./. 1. PL Enl w. 489-

Miffel Bird^ or Shrite. Will. Orn. p. 187.

Jlbm. av. L L 33*

Miffel Thrufli. Brit. ZooL 1. n. 105.

Ar8, ZooL Q..p. 341. B.

LatL Gen Syn, 11. 1. p. 16. n, 1.

1 he Miffel Thrufli is the largeft of the Tardus tribe ; the length

eleven inches. The plumage of the female is inferior to that of the

male in brightuefs, *

This bird inhabits the temperJite parts of Europe, where it lives

10 woods, and feeds on berries of various bufhes, fuch as the holly,

ivy, and hawthorn, and, as the name implies, on thofe of the miffel-

toe ; and befides thefe, it fubfifts on caterpillars and infe6ls.

The neft, which is ufually placed in a low tree or bufli, is compofed

of mofs, lichens and leaves ; the lining of withered grafs. The eggs,

four or five in number, of a dirty flefli colour, marked with reddifli

fpots. The nole of this bird, though pleafmg, is not equal to that of

the Thrulh. The flelh is held in fome efteem for the table.
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SCOLOPAX GALLINULA

JACK SNIPE.

Grallje.

GENERIC CHARACTER,

Bill roundilh, obtufe, longer than the head : noftrils linear : face

covered : feet four-toed : hind-toe confiftiiig of man}' joints.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

S YNONYMS.

Bill ftraight, tuberculated : legs greenifli : lores brown : rump

varied with violet.

ScOLOPAx Gallinula : roftro re6lo tuberculato, pedibus viref-

centibus, loris fufcis, uropygio violaceo-vario.

Scop. Ann. L n. 139.

•-'Gmel. Syft. Nat. 662. 8.

Gallinago minor. BriJJ. av. 5. p. 303. n. 3. t. '2,6.J. 2.

Gallinago minima. Bell. av. 217.

Cinclus quartus. Aldr. Orn, 3. p. 493.

Petite

4»
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Petite becaffine. Buff. Hijh ISlat. Oif 7. p. 490.—P/. enl th 884.

Halbfchnepfe. Frifch. av. t,

Jacksnipe, Gid^ Judcock. Will, (Jngl.) p. %Q\.'--'Albin, 111.

t. SQ.'-Brit, Zool. 11. 189. t» 68.

Lath. Gen, Syn, 5. p. 136. 8.

The Jackfnipe has the fame habits and manners of life as the

common Siiipe^ but appears to be lefs abundantly difperfed over the

globe than that bird. Dr. Latham remarks that he cannot trace it

more South than Aleppo (where, according to Dr. Ruffe), it is not

uncommon), and to the North as far as lat. 80. 27.

This is only half the fize of the common Snipe, weighing no more

than two ounces ; its length eight inches and a half.
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PHALOROPUS LOBATUS.

LOBATE, or GREY PHALAROPE.

Grall-s:.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, ftraight, and ufually fomewhat inflected at the top :

noftrils minute : feet lobate, or furniihed with lateral membranes,

generally fcalloped.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Bill fubulate, the tip inflected : legs pinnate : breafl: undulated white.

Phalaropus Lobatus. Lath. Ind, Orn, 776. 2.

Tringa Lobata: roftro fubulato: apice inflexo^ pedibus pin-

natis; pectore albo undulato. Linn, Fn. Suec.

179«

—

Brunn, Orn. n. 171.

—Fab, Fn, Groenl. n, 75.

Phalaropus. Brijf. av. 5. p, 18. n. 1.

Phalarope a feftons dentel^s. Buf. Oif. p. 226.

Grey

* ERRATUM.
Througli an error in numbering the Plate of llie Grej Phalarope, which belongs to

this place iji the prefent Vohune (Plate CLXXXVII.) it has been improperly' introduced

Imo the former, or Seventh Volume.
This
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Grey Coot-footed Ti inga. Edw. glean, t. 308.

—

Angl. 50. 6.

Grey Phalarope. Brit, Zool. 7i. 218. t. 76.

Lath, Syn. 3. }. p,27^.n. 2,

This elegant fpecies is very rare in England. Its fize is that of

the common Purre : the bill black : the legs cinereous.

It is found fparingly in Europe, Afia^ and America.

This miftake was not difcovered till a confiderable number of the Seventh Volame had

been bound up and fold, and at a time therefore when any alteration in placing the

Plates would only have created perplexity.

The true Plate CLVII. is included in the prefent Volume, infcribed with its proper

number.

The Plate numbered CLVIL, in the former Volume, fhould be CLXXXVII.
By altering the erroneous number CLVII. laft mentioned, into CLXXXVII., and tlieu

referring the two Plates to their proper litnations in Vol. VII. and VIII. as indicated by

their feveral numbers, the overfight will be corrected.

"When the two Plates are thus tranfpofed the letter-prefs will be found to correfpond

refpedively with the Plates referred to them ; for it is nothing more than the mifnum.

bering of one Plate in Vol. VIL that has occafioned confufion.
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TURDUS ILIACUS,

EED WING.

Passeres-

GENEBIC CHARACTER,

Bill ftraightilh ; the upper mandible a little bending, and notched

near the point : noftrils naked, or half covered with a fmall membrane

:

mouth ciliated with a few briftles at the corners: tongue jaggei.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Wings beneath ferruginous : eye-brows whitifli.

TuRDUS Iliacus : alis fubtus ferrugineis, fuperciliis albicantibus.

Linn. Fn. Suec, 218. Scop, ann, 1. n. I96.—

Kram. el. p. 361. n. 9.—-GmeL Syji, Nat. 808. 3,

Turdusllias. Gefn. av. 76O. t. 76l. ^

Aldr. orn. p. 597'

Turdus Iliacus. Nozem. nederl. Vogel. t. 12.

Klein, av. 66.

Brif. av. 2, p. 208. n. 3. t, 20. f. 1.

Mauvis. Buff. Hijl. Nat. Oif. 3. p. 309.—Ph enl. n. 51.

VOL.VIIL G Klera
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KIe*ra Kladra, Tall-Traft. Fn, Siiec.fp. £18.

Weindroffel. Frifch. av. t.

Redwing, Swinepipe^ or Wind-Thrufli. Will, Orn, 189.

Rai/. at), 64. n. 4.

Jlbin. av. 1. 1. 35.

Lath, Gen, Si/ti, 2, 1. p. 22. n. 7.

The Redwing is rather fmaller than the Fieldfare, to whicb> in

general appearance, as well as in its manners of life, it bears confider-

able refemblance.

The ufual length of the Redwing is about nine inches, that of the

Fieldfare ten inches. They appear in flocks fo nearly about the fame

time, that they may be confidered as accompanying each other in

their periodical migrations ; the flocks of the Redwing arriving ufually

at the place of defl:ination a few days only before the Fieldfare ; and

it is alfo known that in the northern parts of Europe, where thefc

birds breed, both kinds occur together.

One of the mofl: remarkable chara6lers of the Redwing, and by

which, independently of other peculiarities, it may be difl:inguiflaed

from the Fieldfare, is the colour of the inner furface of the wing, that

part of the Fieldfare being wholly white, while in the Redwing it is

marked with a rufous orange fpot. The name of Redwing, given to

this bird by Ray and other early writers, appears hence to be happily

chofen, as it at once implies the diftin6lion that prevails between this

bird and its very analogous fpecies.

Linnaeus informs us in the Fauna Suecicay that in Sweden this

fpecies
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fpecies builds its nelt in fome low fhrub or hedge ; and tliat the female

lays lix eggs, which are of a blue- green colour, and fpotted with

black *
: it is obferved alfo, that the Redwing perches on high trees

in the maple forefts in Sweden^ and has a fine note in fpring.

We believe it may be aflerted with entire confidence, that the collection of the eggs

of Britifh Birds in our poffeffion, is beyond comparifon, the moft perfe6l that ever has

been brought together; and as the introduftion of the eggs are confeffedly requifite to

tomplete the Natural Hiftory of our birds, the reader will be induced, we truft, to ap-

prove our intention of introducing the figures of thefe in the moffc compendious form the

Jntereft of the fubjedl will admit, in a diftinctly feparate Supplement to the prefent Work.

A genuine work on this interelting fubjedt is uuqueftionably much wanted.
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TRINGA PUGNAX, ftm.

REEVE, OR FEMALE RUFR

GralLwS:.

GENERIC CHARACTER,

Bill roundifti, as long as the head : noftrils fmall, linear : tongue

ilender : feet four-toed ; the hind toe of one joint, and raifed from

the ground.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS,

Bill and legs red : three lateral tail feathers without fpots : face with

flefli-coloured granulations.

Fern. Pale brown ; back fpotted with black : tail brown, the middle

feathers fpotted with black : breaft and belly pale.

Tringa Pugnax. Linn, Syft, 1. p. 247- 1.—Jw. Sv, N« 175.—

GmeL Syft, 1. p. 669.—XaM. Ind. Orn. 725. 1.

Avis Pugnax. Aldr, Orn. 3. p. 523. t. 5Q.6.

Combattant, ou Paon de Mer. Buff, 7*p» 521. 29> 30.—P/. EnL

305. 306.

Pavoncella,
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Pavoncella. Cet, uc, Sard, p, 253.

Ruff and Reeve. fVilL fJngl.) p, 302. t, 56.

JIMn, 1. t. 72.73.

Lath, Syn, 5.p, 159. 1.

In an early part of the prefent work we prefented our readers with

a figure of the Male or Ruff*; the fubje6l now chofen is a variety

of the Female or Reeve. The length of the male is about twelve

inches^ that of the female is rather lefs.

It is remarked of this fpecies that the ruff or male birds are fo

variable in colour, that it is fcarcelj poflible to find two birds that

perfectly correfpond in this particular. The Reeves are alfo variable

jn a lefs confiderable degree.

The males when in full plumage are diftinguifhed by the remarkable

tufts of feathers which form a kind of collar or ruff round the neck,

from whence it derives the name ; but in the moulting feafon this ruff

falls off, and the apppearance of the male at that time fo nearly refem,

bles the female that they cannot eafily be diflinguilhed.

* Plate XIX. Vol. I.
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ANAS PENELOPE.

W I G E O N.

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex, obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth : tongue

fringed and obtufe : three fore-toes connefted, the hind one folitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Tail rather pointed : vent black : head brown : front white : back

cinereous waved.

Anas Penelope: cauda acutiufcula, criflb nlgro, capite brunneo,

fronte alba, dorfo cinereo undulato. Linn* Fn,

Suec, 124.

—

Brunn, w. 72.

—

Kram, d. p. 34^S.

w. 16.

Penelope. Gefn.av, 108.

Aldr. orn. 3. p. 217. ^ 219. 220.

Jonji. av, 39.

Anas Mularis. Gefn. av, 121.

Canard
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Canard fifBeur. Buff. Oif. 9. p, 159- t, 10. 1 1.—P^. Enl. «. S^S-.

Pfeifente. .B/oc^. j5f/c^. ^^er JBer/. Naturf, 4.p, 601. 18./. 5.

BlalTente. Frifch, av, t, 1 64.

WiGEON, Whewer, or Whim. Ray. Orn.p, 146. J,

Will. Orn.p. 375. 12.

Albin. av. 2. ^. 99.

Lath. Gen. Syn. 3. 2. p. 518. 63.

This fpecies of wild fowl occurs abundantly in various countries of

Europe, Afia, and Africa, in all which it is reputed of the migratory

kind : it migrates as far as Aleppo and Egypt during the winter, and

at different feafons appears in various parts of Europe as far to the

northward as Sweden ; it is believed to breed more to the northward

than the Britifh ifles.

During the winter months the Wigeon is taken in plenty in our

marihes, with others of the Duck tribe, by means of the nets and

decoys^ and as the ileih is much admired, the London markets are

pretty regularly fupplied with the Wigeon throughout the winter, and

early part of the fpring.

The length of this bird is twenty inches: the female is rather

fmaller, of a brown colour, and undulated : the neck and breall paler

:

fcapulars dark brown, and the wings and belly as in the male bird.

The young males are obferved to referable the female till the following

fpring after being hatched, when they acquire the full plumage, which

however they retain only till the end of the fummer^ when they again

refemble the female till the enfuing moulting.

PLATE
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TURDUS PILARIS.

FIELDFARE.

Passeres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill ftraigbtilh ; the upper mandible a little bending^ and notched

near the point: nollrils naked, or half covered with a fmall mem-

brane : mouth ciliated with a few briftles at the corners : tongue

jagged.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Tail feathers black, the outerraoft at the inner edge tipped with

•white ; head and rump hoary*

TuRDUs Pilaris: rectricibus nigris: extimis margine interiore apice

albicantibus, capite uropygio^ue cano. Linn. Fu,

Suec. 2\5,—Scop, Ann. 1. p. 133. n. 194.—

Briinn. Orn. p. 65. rt. 232.

TuRiJUs Pilaris. Gefn, av. 75$,—Aldr. Oni. 2,.p. 595. U 596.

Tardus Pilaris five Turdela. BriJ/] av. 2. p. 214. n. 5.

Vol. Vm. H Litorne
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Litoiiie ou Tourdelle. Bu[f, Illji. Nat. des Oif 3, p. 301. t, IQ.

/. C.—P/. Eni. n. 490.

Fieldfare^ or Feldefare. Brit. Zool. 1.7«. 106.

IViIi. Oni. p. 188. t, 37.

Jlbiu, ai\ I. t. 36.

Lath. Siju, 2. i.p. 24. 11.

Length ten inches ; the bill } ellowiih, with the tip blacky the legs

blackifh. The male and female much refemble each other.

The Fieldfare, like the Redwing, is of the migatory kind : retiring

to the northern regions, as far as Iceland, during the fiimmer or breed-

ing feafon, and returning fouthward in autumn : it arrives in Britain

about the month of 06tober, or later, when the northern winter is

more mild than ufual : it alfo vifits FVance and Italy, but not till about

the month of December. In Sweden it is obferved to build in high

trees, and to prefer thofe fituations where the juniper grows. It

fublifts chiefly on the berries of various plants, among which, thofe

of the hawthorn and the holly appear to be favourite food.

The Fieldfare and the Redwing are frequently taken in the nets

during wdnter : the fiefli, though fometimes rather bitter, being held

in fome efteem. The capture of thefe birds (Turdi of the Romans)

was an object of attention among the ancients as we learn from their

hillorians: they were accuftomed to lake thefe birds alive in vaft

numbers at particular feafons of the year, and fatten them in aviaries

by thoufands, as an article of delicacy and luxury for the table

* Varro. Plutarch, Martial, &c.

Several

3
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Several varieties of this bird are defcribed by writers, all wliicli

differ from the common kind only in having the plumage varied with

white, efpecially about the head and neck: the Pied Fieldfare of Albin,

which is of this kind, has the head and neck entirely white.

»
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PLATE CXCII.

ANAS CRECCA. Fern.

COMMON TEAL. Female.

Anseres.

GEJ^ERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex and obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth:

tongue fringed and obtufe : three fore toes conne6ted, the hind one

folitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Wing fpot green : line above and below the eye white, male,—Head

and neck whitiih and brown varied
;
wing fpot green : vent white.

Anas Crecca: fpeculo alarum viridi, linea alba fupra infraque

oculos. Linos.—Caput et collum albidu fufcoque

varia ; alae ut in mare : crilTum totum album, fern.

Linn. Syft. 1. p. 204. 33.— Lath. Ind. Orn.

872. 100.

Querquedula fecunda Aldr. Rail. Syn. p. 148. 9.

Common Teal. fern. Lath. Gen, Syn. 6. 551. 88.

The
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The Common Teal is a native of Europe and Afia, inhabiting the

north as far as Iceland, and the foiith to the Cafpian fea, beyond

%Yhich it extends on the eall as far as China, India, and fome other

adjacent countries.

During the winter feafon there are few fpecles of wild fowl more

abundant in this country than the Common Teal, which is caught in

vaft numbers for the fupply of the London markets. But it was long

before it was clearly afcertained to breed in this country. It is now

inown to breed in the north of England, and alfo in Scotland.

In France, where the Common Teal inhabits throughout the year,

it frequents watery places, making its neft, in April, among the

rufties that grow about the edges of the ponds, and feeds on the feeds

of the rufhes, and on the grafs and weeds the ponds afford, as well as

on the fmaller kinds of fifties. The nefl is faid to be of a large lize,

and fo placed in the water as to rife and fall with it : the eggs, which

in point of fize, refemble thofe of a pigeon, are of a whitifti colour,

with fmall hazel fpots.

The fnbje6l reprefented in the prefent plate is the female, which

differs materially in fome particulars of the plumage from the male.

Length about fourteen inches.

PLATE







PLATE CXCIII.

ANAS C RE CCA, Mas.

COMMON TEAL, Male.

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex and obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teetli:

tongue fringed and obtufe : three fore-toes conne6led, the hinder one

folitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS,

Wing fpot green : line above and beh>w the eye white.

Anas Crecca: fpeculo alarum viridi, linea alba fupra infraquc

oculos. Littn, Fn. Suec. 129-—'Linn, Sijft, l.p.

204. 33.--GmeL Si/fi. Nat, 552. 33,--'Lath,

Ind, Orn, 872. 100.

Petite Sarcelle, Buff, ix. p. 265. t. I7. 18.—P/. enl, 947.

CoMMON Teal. Br, ZooL 11. N^ 29O.

—

ArB. Zool. 11. p. 577*

P. —Lath Gen. Si/Ji. 6. p. 551, 83,—/</- Supp.

p, 276.

la
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In the preceding Plate we have given a figure of the female Teal,

the prefent is that of the male bird, which confeffedly excels the female

in point of elegance ; there is a general refemblance, and the fize is

nearly the fame, but the fuperior brightnefs of its colours, added to the

very beautiful appearance of the head of the male bird, affords a very

ftriking contrail to the appearance of the female.

There is a fuppofed variety of this bird with the legs cinereous

iqftead of reddifti brown.

PLATE







PLATE CXCIV.

ANAS ACUTA.

PINTAIL. Fem,

Anseres.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill convex and obtufe, the edges divided into lamellate teeth

:

tongue fringed and obtufe : three fore-toes connected, the hind one

folitary.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Tail pointed, long, beneath black : hind-head each fide with a white

line ; back waved cinereous.

Female rufous brown and dufky varied : wing-fpot pale brown,

margined above and beneath with a white line : two middle tail feathers

not elongated.

Anas Acuta : cauda acuminato elongata fubtus nigra, occipite utrin-

que linea alba, dorfo cinereo undulato. Linn. Fn,

Suec. 126.

—

Scop. Ann. 1. n. 73.

—

Georg. it. jt,

16Q.—Lath. Gen. Si/n. 2. p. 5^6. n. 72.

Vol. VIII. I
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The m?Je of this very elegant fpecies of the Anas tribe has ap-

peased already in the prefent work, being mckided in the fixth vo^

lume, at Plate CXXIX. The female is little inferior in the beauty of

her plamage to the male bird, from which, however, on comparifon,

it u ill be found to differ in feverai material particulars. The female

h rather fmaller, the head and neck pale brown, and marked with nu-

merous fhort daOies of fufcous ; the back and wing coverts dark brown,

with a delicate reddifii buff-coloured margin, and many of the feathers

marked acrofs the middle with a curved band of the fame colour

:

wings pale fufcous ; \^ ing-fpot pale brown, bounded above and be-

neath with a white band or line: the tail cuneate, having the middle

feather /ather longer and pointed_, but not elongated like the two

lyiddie tail feathers of the male bird.

PLATE







PLATE CXCV.

H I R U N D O A P U S.

SWIFT.

Passeres,

GENEBJC CHARACTER.

Biil fmall^ weak^, ciirved_, fiibulate, and depreffed at the bafe: gape

larger than the head : tongue fliort_, broad, and cleft : wings long

:

tail in general forked : toes ail placed forward.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Blackilli, throat white.

HiRUNDO Apus: nigricans, gvila alba, dlgitis omnibus quatuor

anticisj Linn. Fn. Siiec.QTi^.—Scop, Ann. \

166. n, orj],^Brunn, Orn.p. 74. n, ^Q^.^Lath.

hid. Orn. 32.

Le Grand Martinet. Buff. Fl. Enl. 542. /. K
Martinet Noir. Buf. Hift. Nat. Oif. 6. p. 643.

llondone Zinnan. Uov. v. 47. t. 1 .f. 33.

Cett. Uc. Sard. p. 231.

Maiierfchwalbe. Fiifch. av. 17.

1 2 Swift.
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Swift. Brit. Zool. 1. 171. t. 51.—Will. (Angl) p. '214. L

39.—Jlbin. 2. p. 55.

Lath. Geii. Sj/n. 4. p. 584. 34.

The Swift appears to be an inhabitant of ahnost every part of the

known globe, as we learn from the teftimony of many travellers who

have feen it in the different countries they have refpectively vifited

:

in the Britiih iiles it remains only for n very fhort period, feldom ar-

riving before the early part of May, and retiring again about the be-

gii.ning of the month of August,

The fpecies is about eight inches in length, the colour footy black,

except the chin, which is white ; the female differs from the male

only in being rather fmaller, the plumage browuilh, and the white on

the throat more obfcure than in the male bird.

From the diminutive fize of the feet it walks with much difficulty^

and cannot rife from the, ground. It is, therefore, never feen in any

low fituation, unlefs it ihould chance to fall there by accident, but refts

upon the tops and fides of houfes, church fteeples, the lofty craggs of

hills or other confiderable elevations, from whence it can conveniently

take its flight. In the mornings and evenings it is obferved on the

wing, flying and darting in a fwift and peculiar manner in fearch of

infers, its cuftomary food ; and which it eafily catches in the enormous

gape of its mouth, while on the wing. The Swifts fly only in the

morning and evening : during the day time, and in the night they lixrk

m their hiding places to avoid the extremities of either hei^t or cold.

The Swift is faid to have only one brood in a year : the eggs, ufually

five in number, are of a lengthened form^ and white colour.
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SCOLOPAX ARCUATA

CURLEW.

GRALLiE.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Bill roundifti, obtufe, longer than the head: noftrils linear : face

fovered: feet four-toed, hind-toe confiding of many joints.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER
AND

SYNONYMS.

Bill arched, legs blueifli : wings blackifli, with fnowy fpots.

ScoLOPAX Arc u AT A : roftro arcuato, pedibus caerulefcentibus, alis

nigris maculis niveis. Linn, F?i, Suec» 168.—

It. [can. S33.—GmeL 655, 3,

Numenius. Bnj(f. av, 5. p. 311. n. 1.

Nozem, nedevL Fogel, t. 57.

Nuraenius f. Arquata. Gefn. av. %^^.^Aldr. Orn, 1. 20. c. 21.—

•

Marf, dan. t, 17,

NuMENius Arquata, cinerafcente nigroque varius, pedibus caeru-

lefcentibus, alis nigris maculis niveis. Lath, Ind,

Orn. 710. 1.
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Le Courlis. Buff. Q. p. I9.—P/. E71I 818.

Common Cuklew. Bv. Zool. 2. 176. f. 63.

JVill. (Jngl.) p, Q^g4. t, 54.

Jlbiu. 1. t, 79.

Laik. Si/n, 5. p. \ ](). 1.—M Supplp. 24e.

The Cyrlew ijihabits the raariliy parts of Europe and Aiia ; and 15..

variety of the fpecies is is alfo found iii Africa and America. During

tlie fumnier feafon it migrates in flocks to the Northward,, and returns

again to th^ fonthward as the winter approaches.

Thefe birds never leave Great Britain entirely, for although they mi-

grate in great numbers they are found in plenty at all feafons of the

year, both on our fea coafts and among the fens in the inland parts of

the kingdom. With us they breed in April ; the eggs are four in

number, and of a pale olive colour, with brownilh fpots.

Tlie remarkable incurvate ftru6lure and difproportionate length o£

ihe bill feeoi to indicate the habits of life thefe birds are deilined by

nature to purfue : tliofe which haunt our fea coafts are feen running

in flocks along the fhore in queft of worms and cruftaceous animals,

which they draw out of the fands and from the crevices of the rocks^,

by means of their elongated bill, with perfect eafe ; and in like manner

they readily obtain the worms, the larva of infects, and other creatures;

which inhabit the fens and marflies to which they retire when they re-

treat inland from the fea coaft. The fisfli of the Curlew is admired

generally : thofe which feed upon the fea coafts acquire a certain de-

gree of filhy ranknefs in flavour;, fi'om the nature of their food, which iaf

mi
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not obferved In tliofe which inhabit tlie frefli water 'maiflies. The two

fexes much reftmble each other.

The Curlew varies in fize : it is ufaally from twenty to about

twenty-four inches in length, and has a bill of an incurvate form, nearly

feven inches long; fometimes they occur much larger. We have the

head of one^ the bill of which is ten inches long, but the Curlew of

this jfize is not common, and it was for this reafon the head was pre-

ferved by a curious fportfman as a very fingular novelty.
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