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Pature 

By HENRY MEDWALL 

One copy only of the original edition is known to be 

extant; it 1s now in the British Museum (C 34, ¢. 54). 
The Museum copy has bound up with it, at the end, two 

duplicate leaves, ct. and cw. A fragment (A tii.) is 

in the Bodleian (Rawl. 4t0, 598, 12). Another frag- 

ment of two pages, of some value as supplying two clipped 

lines (g tv., recto and verso), was found in an album 

consisting entirely of “Specimens of the English printers 

from Caxton to Robert Barker,” which Sir Fohn Fenn had 

collected for the completion of Ames-Herbert’s “ Typographical 
Antiquities.” This volume was offered for sale by Mr. 

Bernard Quaritch in Catalogue No. 237, pp. 97-99, the 

price affixed being £280. From this source, through the 

courtesy of Prof. Bang of Louvain University, I am able 

to give these two missing lines. It has not been possible to 

do the like in respect to the clipped lines on leaf gt. | 

Although the original has neither date, place, nor printer’ s 

name, it was probably printed by ‘fohn Rastell about 1516~20, 
notwithstanding the obviously erroneous B. M. Catalogue 

entry to ““G. Rastell, London, 1538.” The original B. M. 

copy, the additional leaves therein, and the two Bodley and 

Quaritch fragments are all apparently of the same edition, 

and it 1s unlikely that the play was printed more than 

once. 
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On the other hand, the date of composition is much earlier, 

as it was (see conclusion of “Fyrste parte”) produced before 

Sohn Morton, Cardinal and Archbishop of Canterbury 

(1486) in Henry VII’s time. This prelate died in 

1500. 
Of the author, Henry Medwall, nothing is known beyond 

the fact that he was chaplain to Cardinal Morton. Bale 

says “Nature” was translated into Latin. Medwall wrote 

another interlude, not now extant, “Of the Finding of Truth, 

carried away by Ignorance and Hypocrisy,” in which a fool 

was introduced, an innovation which commended itself to 

Henry VIII. when it was produced before him at Richmond, 

Christmas 1516. Apart from this feature the piece was 

misliked, and the King “departyd before the end to hys 

chambre” (Bale). 

Mr. Ff. A. Herbert, of the Manuscript Department, 

British Museum, having compared this facsimile with the 

original, reports it as “‘admirably done,’ and that ‘‘there 

is little to which exception can be taken.” He however 

remarks :— 

(1) Sig. ait., recto, line 8, there is no flaw in the word 

‘* element” in the original. 

(2) Sig. a iv., foot of page, the lowest and clipped line 

is rather more legible in original. It reads, “Sokur thy 

selfe man | I aduyse the hardely.” 

(3) Sw. aiv., verso, the last line reads, “4 It ys a 

thyng | that doth ryght far excede.” 

(4) It will be observed that at the top right corner of 

the leaves figures in pencil have been inserted: those on 

folios 13, 17, and 19 are fainter than in original, but in 
no case are these pencillated numerals very clear, even in 

the original. 
vi 



(5) Sig. giv., recto and verso, the missing lines, clipped 
from the foot of each page, are supplied, as already indicated, 
by fragments. 

“ Nature ”—Sig. g iv., recto. 

“ Nature ’—Sig. g iv., verso. 

It may also be noted that the marks at foot of Sig. ui. 

verso, are accidental, and are not tn the original. I point 

this out to make it quite clear that a line in this case. has 

not been cut away. 

(6) Sig. Az, recto, the words and letters underlined 
in the last three lines (the ““M” of “ Mary,” the “o” of 

“<f” in second line from foot, and “ye are out” in the next 

and last line) are clear and sound in original. The bottom 

left-hand corner of the leaf is wanting, and has been replaced 
by a modern inlay, which shows clearly verso. 

vil 



(7) Sig. 1, 7., recto, there is no flaw in original at the 

top left-hand corner. 

(8) Sig. @, #., recto, the last line ts clearer in original. 

“«...d... tor (?) eforme | and order my mynde.” 

(9) Sig. 7, i., verso, in the original it is clear that the 

last line ends“. . . | in thys case.” 

JOHN S. FARMER. 
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| Bea, LD fprve.L Denfuatp.pece no more of tips dpfputacpd 
ADere Be many fantafpes/to Szpue forth the dap 
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: Wnto he wWorfd/the caufe of pour compng 
What pe pour intent/and Bhat parfor pe are 

Ray, on, glad/that euerp thpng 
els ae ed pn) 

fenfua Casal I nro sd ¢ tong tpde 
ay, 

@_ve Gardetp/tp ns Sane faps 
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These two leaves following are duplicates of 

ci and civ, as bound up with the British Museum 

copy at the end. 
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