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PH E F A C E
TO THE TWENTY-FIFTH VOLUME.

J. ATRIOTISM, in the unsophisticated sense of the word,

comprises nearly aH that is elevated in the human mind. The
real patriot, superior to all party, acts, feels, and lives for his

country. He deplores her poverty, but rejoices in her wealth ;

sympathizes in her losses, but exults in her success ; mourns over her

defeats, but triumphs in her victories ; shudders at the idea of her

disgrace, but, as a simple part of the whole, he experiences a

glowing pride, in all {hat adds to her honour, or increases her

splendour.

During the period, to the history of which this Volume relates,

little has occurred to irritate, but much to gratify and exhilarate,

the mind of a patriotic Briton. Without adverting to the plains

of the Ibernian peninsula, Avhere so many heroes have fought^

bled, and conquered for their country, our naval expeditions alone

will be found to have shed additional lustre on the annals of Bri-

tain. Our " Letters on Service," recording the capture of the

Isle of France, and its dependencies ; the defence of Anholt, b7
a brave little band, under Captain Maurice ; and the victory of

Captain Hoste, in the Adriatic, bear proud testimony of the

truth of tliis position. The value of our newly-acquired Eastern

possessions is farther illustrated ; the enemy's account of the

expedition against Anholt is also given ; and the French report of

the action in the Adriatic, is recorded, as a curiosity.

The official particular* of the capture of Banda, by a little

squadron under the command of Captain Cole, of II. M. S. Caro-

line, have not yet been published ;
but full accounts of the affair,

reflecting the highest credit on the parties eoocerned, arc given.

It is presumed, that the Correspondence department of the NA-

VAL CHRONICLE, while it has increased in extent, has been pro-

portionately enhanced in value and in consequence. It has res-

cued from obl.ivion, and added to oar previous stack of < { Letter*

on Service," not published in the Gazette., the important letters

from Commodore Owen ; Captain Keith Maxwell ;
Mr. A. Gor-

don ; and Captain F. Stanfcll. To T. H. TIM. WEA-HU^IDF.
and A CONSTANT READEK, our thanks are justly due for these

communications.

In other respects, the Correspondence of the NAVAL CHRONI-
CLE has been, and is likely to be, of ranch utility to the service.
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SPKTOR'S letter relating to the detention of the half-pay of cap.

tains and commanders, has evidently been productive of the desired

effect that of causing the payments from the Navy Office to be

more promptly made. In the communications of X. NIHIL, AN

OBSERVER, and NAUTICUS, many important suggestions will be

found, for protecting our merchantmen against the depredations of

French privateers. NIHIL'S letters on the bad quality of slops,

and the improper appointment of pursers, are also well deserving

of attention. Connected with the latter subject, some remarka-

ble facts will be found, in a letter from M. T. The hints thrown

out by T. II. resulting from the loss of the Nymphe and the

Pallas, are entitled to the most serious consideration of the

legislature. It is at once strange, and lamentable, that, in a mari-

time country, such dangerous and destructive nuisances as are

alluded to should be suffered to exist. To J. S. for his remarks

on the Norwegian harbours ; NAUTICUS, for his account of the

exploit performed by H.M.S. Rainbow, Captain Wooldridge ;

AN EYE WITNESS, for his observations on the affair of Basque

Roads ; A SUBSCRIBER, for the particulars of the loss of H.M.S.

Lark ; TIM. WEATHERSIDE, for his communication respecting ihe

intended naval establishment at Noi thflcet ; ONE or THE OLDEST

POST CAPTAINS, for his illustration of Admiral Russel's memoir ;

MARMAUUKE PIONEER, for his strictures on the disratrng of Mid-

shipmen; JOHANNES, for his disquisition on the shipwreck of St.

Paul ;
and T. R. M. for his curious historical extracts, relating

to the boatswain's whistle, our acknowledgments are eminently

due. AN OLD SEAMAN, J. A. Ronuu, ORION, &c. &c. are also

requested to accept our thanks, in general terms. We shall be glad
t:> hear again from PUILO-NAUFRAGUS.
We hope our encreoscd industry in the collection of geographic

materials, does not escape the attention of our professional and

scientific readers. "
Hydrography" has become au established

head in the three last volumes : but we regret to say contributions

towards it are far from commensurate with our wwilioe to render it

more and more interesting : and we are farther led to daplore
this deficiency of assistance from our naval friends, because we are

convinced that the want of a known common focus of nautical

information, has contributed to perpetuate ihe infancy of science,

and tiie perennial succession of error : thus it has been that inven-

tions have become fugitive, and discoveries are endlessly re*

discovered. Not that we, by any means, advise every ship-master
who cao just write \\\t own log.book, to hand his own name down
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to posterity, affixed to every ten yards of land he happens to get

sight of for the first time in his life ; to entertain the world with

the terrific phtffntnteiktt of every gale of wind ; or to harrow our

feelings with the pathos of short allowance. But the foundation

for a sober and lasting system must be laid by the diligence and

ingenuity of enthusiastic observers, and by recording these data

we hope to be instrumental in giving form and stability to a part of

science at present in an imperfect state. We therefore again pre-

sent the NAVAL CHRONICLE to travellers and navigators, as the

safest depository for such memoranda, and renew our solicitations

to naval officers, for hydrographical contributions, unchecked by
any literary diffidence, as to the form or style of their documents :

while we hope our correspondents on shore will lend their

aid towards collecting arranging, disposing, and condensing the

details connected with the progress of this science, which are dis-

persed through a multitude of works in various languages, in

literary journals, in the memoirs of academies, and in the

transactions of learned societies. Under this head, pur present

Tolumc contains communications tending to determine important

positions, or to verify dangers in the North and Mediterranean

Seas ; Atlantic and Southern Oceans, respectively : for the ex-

ample of which contributions our thanks are particularly due.

We have reason to believe, that much of the naval biography which

this Volume comprises, has already excited considerable interest.

The biographical memoir of Captain Tomlinson discloses a case of

extraordinary hardship, of a complicated nature ; a case which, it

is hoped, for the credit of government, were it to be taken up in

an appropriate manner, might yet be redressed. The respective

memoirs of the late Captains Inman and Douglas will be funnel to

have recorded the services of two meritorious officers. For a por-
tion of the materials which compose the record of the late Captain
Forrest's professional life, we are indebted to our esteemed Cor-

respondent, A. F. Y. Sir John Laforey's memoir, we hope, will

be shortly followed by that of his son, the rear-admiral.

Under the head which bears the title of NAVAL LITERATURE,
we have endeavoured to give our readers all the satisfaction which

the materials we could procure wonld afford, and the plan of our

work allow. If in some instauces we have at all deviated from

the strict letter of the title, by extending our selections beyond tfce

line of works which are strictly professional, we wish to observe,,

iiot Qnly that that term js of wide range, applying to a character

towards which so great a variety of knowledge is requisite, as that
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which concurs to form a finished naval officer : but we have also

deemed it a part of our duty to aim at enlivening the tedium of a

sea-lite, by introducing a little variety into this nautical library ;

and we believe the generality of our readers afloat will no more

<Usapprove of our occasionally transporting them in idea from the

cabin or the cock-pit to more academic scenery, than they would

object to our proposing them to exchange the quarter-deck for a

refreshing walk on shore. As to our critical discipline, we can

only say, that notwithstanding we consider the secrecy of anony-
mous criticism as essential to its powers as the summary preroga-

tives of a naval commander are to the success and safety of his

chip, yet we hope never to atnise the advantages of obscurity by
unwarrantable derisions. We invariably temper our revision of

the writings of others, d>y the recollection, that " ten censure

wrong for one who writes arniss." Correctness in orthography,

and particularly in nomenclature, is so desirable, that we are not

vmwilling to sanction novelty in spelling when more correct: it is

by this only that the constant inroads of the vulgar upon our

national idiom can be kept in check. It is however sometimes

unadviseable to change proper names of persons or places, where

they have been sanctioned by history, or fixed by custom. We
may therefore safely adopt Linne for Linuxus, and restore

America Vespucci in place of Amcricus Fesputius, although we

inay still hesitate to call Columbus by his real name Colon^ and are

not yet quite prepared to usher Confucius to Europe as Kong*
foot-tee.

The tide of political occurrences abroad we consider as th

peculiar province of the daily press. We must leave to the

means and ability of those connected with that engine to watch the

*vays, and trace the windings, of what is usually termed policy, con-

tenting ourselves with recording such facts and documents alone as

we deem necessary for the instruction or practical guidance of our

naval readers. On home affairs, which certainly more strongly

tempt the periodical writer to indulge his individual convictions or

attachments, and which of late have not been deficient in matters

sufficiently interesting, we have been obliged to prescribe similar

bounds, and have uttered our political creed so often, that there

can be no need to repeat it. Suffice it to say, that we give such

an account of domestic movements and changes as we hope is

agreeable to our readers ; and have endeavoured to preserve that

impartiality which it will always be so much our duty and wish to

maintain.
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

CAPTAIN HENRY INMAN,
OF THE ROYAL NAVY.

*.' Far raay we search, before we find,

A heart so manly and so kind :

But, not around his honour'd urn,

Shall friends alone, and kindred mourn,

The thousand eyes his care had dried

Pour at his name a bitter tide." SCOTT'S Marmion.

TTN the progress of our labours, we hare frequently had occasion

-**- to remark, that England is more particularly indebted to the

clergy, than to any other class or description of men, for her

heroes both by sea and land. Daily observation confirms the truth

of this position, to whatsoever cause it may be attributed.

Captain Inman, the subject of the present memoir, was born afc.

Burrington, a small village in Somersetshire, near Bristol, of which

his father, the Rev. George Inman, was vicar ; and, having en-

joyed the advantages of paternal tuition, he commenced his naval

career in the Barfleur, Captain Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood,*
in the year 1776. Highly to the credit of the character and con-

duct of Captain Inman, it deserves to be mentioned, that Lord

Hood continued his patronage and friendship towards him, to the

last hour of his life.

In 1778, Mr. Inman was remored to the Lark frigate, Captain,

Smith, then destined for the American station, and was in her,

when D'Estaing's squadron appeared offRhode Island, t D'Estaign,

with part of his force, having entered Newport harbour, the few

* An ample memoir of the life and professional services of Lord Hood

(also the son of a clergyman) will be found in the lid Volume of the NAVA&

CHRONICLE, page 1, et seq. and a portrait of his Lordship appears in Vol.

XI. page 400.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XX, page 82.

epron, Sol. XXV.
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ships under the command of Captain Brisbane,* of which the

Lark was one, made every exertion to receive him properly ;

but, in the end, to prevent her from falling into the hands of th

enemy, the Lark was run on shore, and burnt, so expeditiously,

that nothing was saved out of her, by any of the officers

or men.t The crew of the Lark, with detachments from

the other ships, were afterwards stationed at the batteries ; and so

resolute and determined was their conduct, in defending the posi-

tion, that the French commander thought it prudent to abandon

his object, and to stand out to sea.

In consequence of the destruction of his ship, Mr. Inman was

then ordered on board the Pearl frigate, Captain J. Linsee, under

orders for the West Indies, -whence, in a short time, she was

despatched to England. Promoted to the rank of lieutenant, he

was next appointed to the Camel, in which he again sailed to the

West Indies j where, soon afterwards, he was removed into the

Santa Monica. Lieutenant Inman was in that ship, when she

unfortunately struck on an unknown rock, off Tortola, and again

lost all his property.

After the action of the 12th of April, 1732, J he joined the fleet

under Sir George Rodney, and was suit, first on board the Ville

de Paris, and subsequently into 1'IIccior, of 74 guns, Captain

Bourchier. In the latter ship, he was destined to experience all

the horrors to which a seaman can well be exposed ; as well as to

prove his nautical skill, his undaunted courage, and his unwearied

perseverance ; for, in the tremendous gale of September, 1782,

from which every ship of the licet then returning to England,

experienced some disaster, and which hurried many a brave fellow

to a watery grave, the unfortunate Hector was a distinguished

sufferer.

The Hector, it is proper to mention, was an old ship ; and,

from the battered and mutilated state to which she had been re-

* Father to the present Captain Sir Charles Briibane, whose memoir and

portrait were given in the XXth Volume of the NAVAL CHRONTCLE,

page 81.

t The Orpheus, Juno, and Cerberus, experienced a similar fate ; and th*

Flora and Falcon were sunk.

I Vide NAVAL CHaojficLE, Vol. I. page 388; iu our biographical memoir
6f Admiral Lord Rodney.
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duced, by the battle of the 12th of April, it was found necessary,

before she sailed from Jamaica, to take out twenty-two of her

guns. Her masts had also been replaced, by others of smaller

dimensions ; and her short complement of men amounted to only

300, most of whom were invalids from the fleet, with constitutions

shattered by the attacks of a West Indian climate. In this

miserable condition the Hector dropped so far astern, on the 22d

of August, that she parted company with the fleet. To add to

her distress, an event shortly afterwards occurred, which, at any

other time, would have been a source of pleasure and exulta-

tion. On the evening of the 5th of September, she fell in with

two French frigates, each mounting 40, or 44 guns, and having a

complement of 300 men, independent of a great number of land

officers and troops. The weak state of the Hector was soon per-

ceived by the frigates, which instantly bore down, and, placing

themselves one upon her beam, and the other upon her quarter,

Commenced a furious cannonade. A most gallant resistance was

made ;
but the slackness of the Hector's fire, and the slowness of

her movements, gave the enemy frequent opportunities of raking

her. Confiding in their numbers, they attempted to board the

Hector ; but they were nobly repulsed, with great slaughter ; and,

after an action of six hours, they were compelled to seek safety in,

flight ; indebted for their preservation, only to the crippled state

of the Hector's masts.* Forty-six of the brave fellows belonging

to the Hector were either killed or wounded. Early in the en-

gagement. Captain Bpurchier received so severe a wound in the

arm, that he was under the necessity of going below ; as was

every officer, whose health had suffered him to appear upon deck,

excepting the first lieutenant, Inman, on whom the command of

the ship devolved. Captain (now Admiral) O'Brien Drury was a

* The frigates which engaged the Hector were 1'Aigle and le Lion, which

had been sent, in the first instance, to intercept our American convoys,

and, afterwards, to proceed to. America with snme land forces. In conse-

quence, however, of the warm reception which they experienced from the

Hector, they were compelled to leave their station, and were fallen in with

by some of our cruisers. L'Aigle was taken, and sent to New York
;
and

le Lion was captured, as she was proceeding to the West Indies to be

repaired. Thus the enemy were deprived of two frigates, through the severe

drubbing which they experienced from the Hector.
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passenger In the Hector ; and the conduct of Lieutenant Inmaa

appeared to him so gallant, so persevering, so perfectly that of a,

British seaman, that he conceived a friendship for him, which ter-

minated only in the death of its object.

The damages which the Hector had sustained in the engagement
were prodigious. Her previously crazy hull was almost torn to

pieces ; whilst her masts, sails, and rigging, were rendered useless

by the shot. Her emaciated crew had performed prodigies of

valour; but they had yet to encounter calamities more serious and

more dreadful. A few days after the action, a tremendous storm

arose, in which the Hector lost her rudder, and all her masts.

The leaks increased to such an alarming extent, that the hold was

filled with salt water, and a great quantity of the provisions and

fresh water was totally spoiled. This trying situation imperiously

demanded the exertions of every individual on board ; but, to

keep the pumps constantly going, was a task greatly beyond the

ordinary powers of the sickly and deficient crew of the Hector to

perform. Lieutenant Inman, for the safety of the whole, was

under the necessity of resorting to pistols to enforce his commands,

which, at this time, were more dreadful than death itself. Num-
bers of the crew were so exhausted, so completely worn out by
incessant fatigue, that they dropped from their severe labours into

the arms of death ; while others, on being relieved, lay down,

amidst the torrent of water which was thrown up, till they were

again aroused to their duty. To beings in such a situation, life

can have no charm. What, then, must be the feelings of the

officer, who, witnessing the rapid approach of his ship and men to

destruction, finds the stimulus, which dire necessity alone com-

pelled him to resort to, fail of its desired effect ! For a fortnight,

intreaties, commands, and threats, were almost unarailingly made

use of ; for a fortnight, Lieutenant Inman never enjoyed one

hour's repose : to the few, on board, who were not absolutely

indifferent to life, hope was nearly extinct
;
some of the men pre-

ferring, even courting death, to a continuance of their hardships.

The only remaining sail had been fothered, and drawn under the

ship, in the forlorn hope of diminishing the influx of water, but

without the slightest effect : the dicks were sinking, and some of

the b.eams of the orlop deck had actually fallen in,to the hold.
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The sick died apace ;
the small quantity of spirits, which, for some

time, had kept the remainder of the crew from perishing, was

exhausted ; and, for four days, they were reduced to the de-

plorable necessity of existing without either spirits or water. At

this distressful period, a sail was providentially seen. Fully to

estimate the value of such a discovery, is perhaps not possible,

unless by those who have been in a situation precisely similar.

Life, so late an object of indifference, is, all at once, desirable ;

the idea of friends, of all that is dear, rushes upon the mind ;

every link of nature is more firmly rivetted than before ; and the

chain that unites us to the world is again complete. Such, at

least, were the effects which the prospect of deliverance produced
on the wretched sufferers of the Hector. The active impulse of

hope invigorated their feeble frames ; and the pumps were once

more manned, and worked with alacrity, till the approaching ves-

sel came within hail.* She proved to be the Hawke snow, a letter

of marque, belonging to Dartmouth, commanded by Captain John

Hill, from Lisbon, and bound to St. John's, Newfoundland. She

is thus minutely mentioned, because the conduct of her commander

deserves to be commemorated in letters of gold. The distressed

situation of the Hector was no sooner known to this humane and

generous man, than, without calculating on the risk to which he

and his crew might be exposed, he applied himself to her relief,

He remained by her all night ; and, in the morning, he took

Captain Bourchier, and all that survived (about 200) on board.

Lieutenant Inman saw every man out of the Hector, before he

quitted her; and, in ten minutes after, she went down! An.

escape more providential, or more critical, cannot easily b*

conceived.

For the accommodation of the crew of the Hector, Captain Hill

threw the greater part of his cargo overboard ; a proceeding which

was rendered necessary by the smallness of his ship. The Hawke,

however, was still so much crowded, that only a certain portion of

her new inmates could be allowed upon deck at a time ; an arrange-

ment with which they cheerfully acquiesced. The evil most

dreaded was that of famine ; as the provisions necessary for the

* On the 3d of October.



voyage, with a small crew, could but be sparingly issued to a greaify

increased number. A suitable portion of meat, and only half a

pint of water, became, consequently, the allowance of each man

daily. At this proportion, the last cask of water was broached

when land appeared ; and, the wind proving favourable, the ship

fortunately reached St. John's the same ercning.*

When the late distresses of their visitors became known, the

hospitality of the inhabitants was universal ; every hand, and every

house, were open to them. The seamen, considering Lieutenant

Inman as their preserver, chaired him through the streets of St,

John's, amidst the loudest plaudits of the populace, for the steady

perseverance and, courage which he had displayed during their

trials ; virtues through which, by the aid of providence, h,e

had happily succeeded in restoring them to their friend* and

families.

From his great, and almost super-human exertions in the Hec-

tor, Lieutenant Inman, soon after his arrival in England, was

attacked by a fever ; but he fortunately recovered, and, a peace

immediately ensuing, he sought, at his father's, a temporary enjoy-

ment of that liberty and relaxation, which an eight year's absence

had rendered greatly desirable.

At the time of the Spanish armament, relating to the possession

of Nootka Sound, in l?yO, his services were again called for, and

he was appointed to the Latona frigate, Captain (now Admiral)

Bertie. He remained in the Latona about a twelvemonth, when

he was removed to the command of the Pigmy cutter, of 14 guns,

stationed at the Isle of Man. To a young officer of spirit, such

an appointment is very desirable and satisfactory : desirable, as it

affords opportunities for the display of gallantry, not always to be

* The following anecdote, though it may perhaps shock the delicacy of

the over fastidious reader, will forcibly illustrate the feelings which may be

induced by a scarcity of what may be regarded as one of the essentials to

our existence. At the time that the crew of the Hector were on half-pint
nllowanceof water, per day, on board the Hawke, Lieutenant Inman, a
black servant, and another, received their respective proportions together-

By some accident, the black put one of his feet into the mess-bowl where

the water was; when, to prevent loss, his stocking, which had not been off

for three weeks before, was wrung into the bowl, the contents of which

were immediately afterwards drank !
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obtained, on account of rank, in larger ships ; satisfactory^ as

proving that zeal and abilities are not, at all times, unnoticed.

The Pigmy was not of the largest class of cutters, nor a very

prime sailer : and though her commander was not fortunate in hi

captures inconsequence, perhaps, of the latter circumstance a

combination of events rendered the command, and the station ou

which she was employed, delightful. At this period, Lieutenant

Inman formed a matrimonial alliartce with Miss Dalby, the sister

of Captain Dalby, of the royal navy. The civility and politeness

which every officer on the Isle of Man station is sure to experience

from the inhabitants, are almost proverbial. To Lieutenant

Inman, the Athol family paid particular attention ; an attention

which every individual on the island seemed anxious to emulate.

Perhaps this spot, so enchantingly delightful, both from the urba-

nity of its inhabitants, and the variety of its amusements, presented

Lieutenant Inman with the happiest moments of his life. But,

like all other human joys, they were destined to terminate. After

remaining about two years at the Isle of Man,

" The war, that for a space did fail,

Now trebly thundering swell'd the gale ;"

and the commander of the Pigmy was removed into the Victory
the flag-ship of the Commander-in-chief, then proceeding for

Toulon. Active operations soon afterwards took place there;*

and, as a reward for the indefatigable zeal which Lieutenant

Jr.man displayed, Lord Hood appointed him to command l'Aurore
?

of 32 guns, one of the ships which he had assisted in bringing out

of the harbour. + L'Aurore was immediately stationed against a

battery, in the vicinity of Hieres, where she continued, for a long

time, engaged in the most arduous duty. That the reader may
form some idea of this duty, it will suffice to state, that she

expended no fewer than 80CO balls during the first month, and

12,000 the second
;

the enemy rebuilding in the night, what tie

frigate had destroyed in the day. This, it is obvious, was no

* For the details of these operations, vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. II.

pages 25, 102, 192, and 288.

t Captain luman's post commission bore date October 9, 1794,
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common service ; but Captain Inman had the credit of performing

it completely to the satisfaction of the cominander-in-cliief.

After the evacuation of Toulon, PAurore sailed for Corsica,

and then to Malta, where she took in thirty volunteers, to recruit

her crew ; which, from having nearly eighty men short of her

complement, was very weak. Thus strengthened, PAurore re-

joined Lord Hood off Corsica, where she was ordered to receive

on board a number of prisoners ; some of whom were those who

had been taken by the Juno,* at Toulon, and others belonged to

the army , their aggregate numerical amount greatly exceeding

that of the crew. The prisoners were placed in the hold, and a

certain number of them, as usual, admitted on deck at a time.

This gave them an opportunity of observing the weakness of the

ship, which suggested the idea of endeavouring to retake her.

Fortunately, the scheme was disclosed soon after its formation ;

some of the Maltese, faithful to their engagements, imparting it to

the captain. The discovery was not made known, but measures

were secretly taken, to crush the plan of the conspirators, the mo-

ment that its execution should be atttcmpted. It had been ascer-

tained, that, at a certain time, a French colonel, one of the con-

ductors of the plot, was to come upon deck, to see whether every

thing might be quiet, and favourable to their views. Orders were

consequently given, for blowing his brains out, on his setting his

foot on the first step of the ladder. Accordingly, on the appointed

signal, the gunner, to whom this duty had been assigned, clapped

a pistol to his head ; but it missed fire, and the colonel escaped

with his life ; convinced, however, that the plot had been de-

tected, and every preparation made to receive the conspirators.

Of this they were farther assured in the morning, by the ring-

leaders being put into irons, and their aiders and abetters confined

in smaller bodies.

AVhat rendered the intentions of the Frenchmen particularly

nefarious, was, that the officers, who headed the conspiracy, had

been treated, at the captain's table, more as brother officers and

* Sir Samuel Hood's interesting narrative of the escape of this ship, will

be found in our memoir of that officer, NAVAL CHBOXICLE, Vol. XVIL
page 10.
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friends, than as enemies and prisoners ; necessity alone, from the

short complement of the crew, being the cause of their being put

below.*

Soon after this affair, 1'Aurore was dismasted, near Corsica,

when she put up jury masts, and made for Gibraltar. The pri-

soners now became exceedingly noisy, turbulent, and vexatious ;

and, previously to the ship's arrival at Gibraltar, one of them, a

carpenter, was induced to bore a hole in her bottom. Fortu-

nately, she reached her port in safety ; when, as a just punishment

for the mischievous conduct of the Frenchmen, she was placed un-

der (he batteries, in a depth of water just sufficient to allow her to

sink, without risking her eventual loss. The officers and crew of

1'Aurore all went on shore, and the Frenchmen were told, that

they must administer the remedy themselves, for their own works.

This, at first, they flatly refused; nor, until the water came up to

their middles, did they make any effort to save themselves. The

prospect of death, however, aroused their energies, and they

applied to the pumps with the utmost activity. To many, it will

be satisfactory to know, that it cost them several days hard labour,

before the leak was got under. When that had been accom-

plished, they were delivered to the garrison, as prisoners, with a

statement of their refractory conduct.

Captain Inman was removed from 1'Aurore to the St. Fiorenzo,

and, almost immediately after, to the Homney, which was ordered

to England with convoy. Being in want of repairs, she was paid

off on her arrival, and her crew turned over to another ship. Cap-
tain Inman consequently returned, once more, to enjoy the sweets

of domestic life; but his retirement was short, as, in 1796, he

received an acting order for the Lion, of 64 guns. Having re-

mained in her about six months, his next ship was 1'Espion, an

old eight-and. thirty gun French frigate, which was ordered to the

mouth of the Clyde, as a guard-ship. While sailing down Chan.

* On the morning after the detection of the plot, the colonel, while at

breakfast with Captain Inman, exclaimed "
By Gar, Capi'uine, Ivas very

near kill, last night .'"
" Yes !

"
retorted the captain,

"
I am only sorry

he did not blow your brains out !" The Frenchman shrugged up his shoul-

ders, and was silent.

9ao. C&rom CKo!. XXV. c
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ncl, for his appointed station, with Mrs. Inman and his family on

board, PEspion encountered a most severe gale, which, with great

difficulty, she weathered, so far as to be able to reach Sheerness.

There she was declared unfit to proceed again to sea, without a

thorough repair ; which, as she could not then receive, she was

put in ordinary.

Captain Inman remained some time unemployed. The next

ship we find him in is the Belliqueux, immediately after the

mutiny at the Nore.* That the Belliqueux was not one of

the least conspicuous ships on that melancholy occasion, is

sufficiently evident, from the fact of three of her men having been

hung, and eighty punished, during the first two months. So pre-

carious, indeed, did the officers conceive- their situation to be, that

Captain Inman, who, throughout this anxious time, evinced the

most undaunted firmness, never lay down without a brace of pis.

tols in his pocket, and another under his pillow. These trials,

however, were surmounted ; and Captain Inman's perseverance

was rewarded, by the excellent behaviour of the ship's company,

during the remainder of his command, which, in the whole, did

not exceed six months.

Captain Inglis, the actual commander of the BelHqueux, having

recovered from a serious indisposition, and rejoined his ship, Cap-

tain Inman was immediately appointed to tho Ramillies, then one

of the blockading squadron, off Brest, under the late Admiral

Lord Gardner, t On this service he was employed, throughout

the winter of 1798, struggling with continued gales, which, for

their violence, the oldest seaman had never seen exceeded. The

excessively hard duty which they occasioned, frequently obliged

all hands to be upon deck, during the whole twenty-four hours.

Having braved these hardships the common lot of seamen till

the beginning of the year 1799, Captain Inman was removed into

* Some interesting particulars of this mutiny will be found in our me-
moir of the late Admiral Lord Duncan, NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. IV. page

08, el teq.

+ A memoir and portrait of this respected officer will be found in the

Vlllth Volume of the NAVAL CHUOMCLE, page 177; and a memoir and

portrait of his son, the present Admiral Lord Gardner, are given in ths

XXIst Volume, pa^e 357.
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Che Andromeda frigate, of 32 guns, one of the most beautiful

models in the service, then cruising on the North Sea station.-

Towards the close of the year, the Andromeda, with most of the

ships on the same station, was hurried off to the relief of the

Duke of York's army; in consequence of a convention entered

into between his Royal Highness and General Brune, for the

evacuation of Holland within a certain period.* The portion of

the English army, brought off by Captain Inman, was the 20th

regiment. To those who are acquainted with the dislike which,

the officers of the navy entertaia to the reception of troops on

board a dislike not to be wondered at, from the want of room,

for their accommodation, without interfering with the seamen,

already sufficiently limited, and in a great degree, preventing that

discipline and cleanliness which constitute the very life and soul of

the service it will be pleasing to learn, that Captain laman's

personal feelings were gratified by the presentation of a silver

vase, from the officers of the 20th regiment, with an inscription,

expressive of their high sense of his polite attention, urbanity, and

gentleman.like behaviour to thorn, whilst on board the Andro-

meda. Memorials of this description are alike honourable to

those who present, and to those who receive them.

Captain Inman was next occupied in the command of a squadron

of cruisers, in the vicinity of the Elbe, for the purpose of check-

ing the operations of the enemy in that neighbourhood. He after-

wards proceeded to the blockade of Drmkirk, with two or three

small frigates, besides the Andromeda. In addition to the gun-

vessels, &c. stationary there, the enemy had, at that time, the

following squadron ready for sea, in the harbour :

Ships. . Guns.

Poursuivant 40 Commodore

Carmagnole 50

Incorruptible , 40
"

Desiree 40 f

To frustrate their intention of putting to sea } was Captain In-

mans particular object. After some tir.ie spent in tiiis most irk-

* Vide memoir of the late Sir Andre\v Mitchell, NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol.

XVI. page 103.

t The three 40-gun frigates carried 24-^ounders on the miya deck ; aud

the Carmagnole, of 50 guns, 18-pounckrt'
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some of all services, he conceived that it might be practicable to

capture, or destroy, the enemy's frigates in the harbour. He

accordingly submitted his plan for that purpose to the Admiralty ;

requesting that, if approved, a certain class of vessels might be

placed under his command, to enable him to carry it into effect.

The proposal met the approbation of Earl Spencer, who then pre-

sided at the Admiralty, and the required vessels, consisting of

fire-ships, and small craft, were ordered to join the blockading

squadron.

From the information of smugglers, Captain Inman had made

himself acquainted with all the local impediments likely to be ex-

perienced, in this daring enterprise ; and, every thing being in

readiness, the attempt was made on the night of the 7th of July.*

The intention was, for the fire-ships, after being well in, to grap-

ple, and set fire to two of the frigates, farthest in the harbour,

whilst the others should be boarded by different ships of the

squadron. The Dart sloop of war, of 30 guns, Captain Camp-

bell, stood in, in the most gallant manner, and, with intrepid bra-

very, boarded, carried, and brought off, after a desperate resist-

ance, la Desirec, of 40 guns, and 350 men. The fire-ships

followed ; but the moment that the enemy discovered them to be

in flames, they cut their cables, and stood down the inner channel,

within the Braak sand
; and, on the following morning, they re-

gained their anchorage, without our ships being able to molest or

cut them off.-r

In the progress of this hazardous attempt, the commodore had

A very narrow escape. In the darkness of the night, amidst the

confusion of the enemy's gun-boats, which were every where

employed, the Vigilant lugger, with Captain Inman on board,

was mistaken, by one of the English squadron, for a French gun-

boat. A broadside was consequently fired at her ; but, fortu-

nately, the guns were levelled too high, and the shot just cieared

the crew ; otherwise, she must have gone to the bottom. The

watch.word was sung out, to prevent a rpetition of the fire, and

BO harm was done.

* 1809.

f For the official, and other particulars of tliis enterprise, the render is

>ed to the IVtrr'Voltime of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, pages 72 and 77;
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The Desire? was brought out of the harbour witlu five minutes

of the tide serving ; and thus, so far, fortune crowed with sue.

cess, one of tie boldest efforts that was ever made for, before

any decisive blow could be struck, towards the accaplishment of

the grand object, the ships that went in had resptively to pass

under a hundred gun battery, so close as to be chsenged by the

sentries. The answer, however, was evaded ; an the affair con

eluded, on. our part, with very trilling loss.*

Impelled by motives of humanity, Captain Irian, the second

day after the action, sent the wounded officer and men of la

Desiree into Dunkirk, by a flag of truce ; for hich he received

the thanks of the French commodore (Gastagn?) and a regular

receipt, t

Captain Inman's squadron then repaired to ie Downs
; after

which, he had the honour of kissing his Majes's hand upon the

occasion, and was appointed to la Desiree, therophy of his gaU

lantry ; J in which, when she had received sorcnecessary repairs,

he proceeded to join the fleet at Yarmouth, urer the command of

Admirals Sir Hyde Parker and Lord Nelson.

This fleet, destined for the attack upon Conhagen, passed the

Sound at the latter end of March, 1801, d anchored off the

Danish capital on the 1st of April.
1
! The 'hole of the light

* One man was killed on board the Dart, and ieutenant M'Deruiei

.and 10 men wounded. Six other men, belonging the different vessels,

were wounded. Excepting one midshipman, every icer ofla Desiree was,

killed ; and, together, her killed and wounded nounted to nearly a
hundred.

f Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. IV. page 77.

^ Captain Campbell, of the Dart, was promod to post rank, and

appointed to the Ariadne.

Biographical memoirs of Sir Hyde Parker wl be found in the Vtli

Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 281, et set,

I Lord Nelson's memoirs, accompanied by a parait, will be found in

the Hid Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, pag< 157, et seq.; in the

XlVth Volume, pages 386, and 497 ; and in the Xth Volume, pages 37,

i38, and 222. References to a multitude of anecotes, &c. relating to his

lordship, will also be fmind in the preface of our X/th Volume.
I " On board the Elephant (Lord Nelson's ship the night of the 1st of

April was an important one. As soon as the flet was at anchor, the

gallant Nelson sat down to table with a large part his comrades in arms.

}Je was in the highest spirits, and drank to a Jeadns wind and to the sue-
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vessels, and soic heavy ships, under Lord Nelson, \rent round (he

sands, and to te southward ; whilst the other division, under Sir

Hyde Parker threatened the town and harbour to the north-

ward.* In thsanguinary conflict which ensued, on the 2d of

April, when vitory was dubious, even at the cessation of hostili-

ties, la Desireejn Lord Nelson's own words,
"
performed the

greatest services' and we are enabled to state, on the authority of

an officer in th Monarch, the ship which suffered most in the

action, that herfire was so astonishingly incessant, that the

Monarch's men >pt exclaiming
ci Look at the frigate ! Look

at the frigate ! "+ La Desiree, though stationed against a battery

on shore, was paroularly fortunate, as to the smallness of her

loss ; having onlymr men wounded, including her first lieute-

nant, Mr/King. ie shot from the battery raked her ; but, as

the guns were most pointed too high, the injury which she sus-

tained was chiefly afined to her masts. J

Almost immediate after the action, la Desiree groanded, and

eess of the ensuing dajCaptains Foley, Hardy, Freemantle, Riou, Imnan>

his lordship's second command, Admiral Graves, and a few others to

whom he was particulsy attached, were of this interesting party ;
from

which every man sepated with feelings of admiration for their great

leader, and with anxio impatience to follow him to the approaching bat-

tle." Vide Mr. Fergus's memoranda in CLARKE and M'ARTHUE'S Life of
Lord Nelson, Vol. II. .ge 267.

* This service is pperly elucidated, by a chart of the Sound, Co-

penhagen, &c. given i the Vth Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE,

page 312.

t " About one P.M.says Mr. Ferguson, in his memoranda, from which

we have already quod,
" few it' any of the enemy's heavy ships and

praams had ceased to re. The Isis had greatly suffered by the superior

weight of the Provesto's fire, and if it had not been for the judicious

diversion of it, by thdDesiree, Captain Inman, who raked her, and for

other assistance from he Polyphemus, the Isis would have been de-

stroyed."

In addition to theistorical and official details of the battle of Copen-

hagen, given ia our Vti Volume, pages 334 and 351, much information

will be found, in our nemoirb of the following officers, engaged on the

occasion : Sir T. Gra\-s, Vol. VIII. page 371 ; Sir T. B. Thompson, Vol.

XIV. page 14
; Lord Nlson, Vol. XIV. page 391 ; Admiral Domett, Vol.

XV. }gc 12 : Hnd AdrcrarG. Murray, Vol. XVIII. page 189.
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remained fat during nearly two days ; owing to the extreme diffi-

culty of thcnavigation, occasioned by the buoys having been re-

moved by te Danes. Preparations were consequently made for

destroying ier ; but, some favourable circumstances intervening,

she was ulfrnately got off without any material damage.

Captain Inman remained in la Desir^e, till the return of the

armament to England, and the termination of hostilities vrith

France. lis ship was then ordered to fit out for the West Indies ;

but, as he had no wish to proceed thither, in a period of inacti-

vity, he pssed the temporary calm, produced by the peace of

Amiens, wth his family.

On the renewal of hostilities, Captain Inman was one of the

many gallat officers who solicited employment ;
and only a short

time had eapsed, when he was appointed to the Utrecht, flag-

ship, in tfe Downs. This was a station by no means suitable to

his active lind ; a fact strongly felt by himself, and equally well

known toihat general friend of the navy, Lord Melville. If we

may be akmcd the digression, it is not hazarding too much, to

say, that, whatever difference of opinion may be entertained of his

lordship, by others, there is only one sentiment experienced

towards him, throughout the navy that of affection for,

both duriig the time that he was in office, and since his retirement,

he has mot earnestly exerted himself in its behalf; most correctly,

and most fully appreciating its merits,- and its wishes. Were it

not, that ve have no wish to obtrude a political opinion, we also,

perhaps, night be tempted to say, that, had his Lordship's case

been cleaiy understood by the public, and fairly treated by his

judges, tin country, in all probability, would have been deprived

of his servces at the Admiralty only by his death.

Conside-ing his Lordship's discernment, then, it cannot be mat-

ter of surprise, that one of the bravest officers in the profession

should be removed to a command more congenial with his feelings,

than the ceremonious one of a flag-ship. One of the very last

public acts of Lord Melville, was the appointment of Captain In-

man, from the Utrecht, to the Triumph, as fine a 74 as any in the

service.

Captain Inman immediately proceeded to join that ship, which

was undergoing some slight repairs at Plymouth ; and from thence
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he sailed for Cork, destined to command the cxpdition then

preparing for the Cape of Good Hope. A great parlof General

Sir Eyre Coote's baggage was actually on board, wfen the Tri-

umph received an order immediately to join the Chnnel fleet ;

some movements of the enemy requiring an additiona. force, and

the Triumph being one of those ships, -whose superir qualities,

particularly in sailing, were eminently desirable.

Admiral Cornwallis* shortly afterwards ordered th Triumph,

and three other ships, off Rochcfort, to blockade a snul squadron

of the enemy's line-of-battle ships. Captain Inmar continued

thus employed, till the French and Spanish fleets, in fcrrol, indi-

cated preparations for immediate sailing ;
when AdmiraBir Robert'

Calder, who was then blockading that port, ordered tb four line-

of-battle ships, off Rochefort, to join him. In this sitation were

the enemy's fleets : the Rochefort squadron, of fivesail of the

line, to the eastward ; and the Ferrol squadron, of fi:ecn sail of

the line, in that port, ready for sailing, the momert that the

French fleet should appear; forming, of themselves, abrce vastly

superior to that of the British. Thus circumstanced, Sr Robert

Caldcr descried the Brest fleet, greater in number, byfive sail of

the line, than his own, besides a superiority in frigates Fearful

as the odds were, he immediately prepared for an acticn, the pro-

gress and result of which are already recorded in tie NAVAL
CHUOVICLE. t

It is much to be regretted, that any opinion which mht be en-

tertained of the admiral's conduct hard and undeserv:d as that

opinion is generally considered to have been should, ii its conse-

quences, have implicated the courage of the officers an! seamen ;

who certainly never fought better, or under greater disxlvantages,

leaving out of the question their disparity of numbers. To defeat

the enemy, and to capture two sail of the line, were deserving of

something like approbation ; yet, what plaudit, what (ongratula-

tions, what exultations for the successful efforts of their prowess,

on that day, were ever heard ? IVone ! Their merit was never

* A portrait and memoir of this officer will be found in the Vllth

Volume of the NAVAL CHROXICI.F., pnge 1.

t Vide Vol. XIV. pages 163, 168, and 1TO; and Vol. XVII, page 99,

ft sec.
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acknowledged ;
the meed of applause was never bestowed ; and

both officers and seamen were almost induced to beliere, that they

that the British fleet* had been defeated ; that they had not

behaved with the same firmness and resolution, which former times

had so proudly witnessed ! All seemed questionable, when no.

cheering acclamation from their countrymen greeted their return to

England.

In this gallant action for such we must be permitted to terni it,

since every ship did her duty the Triumph was a material suf-

ferer ;
her bowsprit and main.mast being much wounded, her fore-

mast sprung, her driver-boom carried away, her sails and rigging

much cut, and two of her thirty-two pounders, and four carro-

nade slides, rendered unserviceable.* Her masts and rigging,

however, were secured for the moment; and the Triumph and the

Defiance, from their superiorly of sailing, were the two windward

ships, and about mid-way between the hostile fleets. The

French, not chusing to bring the English to action, were soon out

of sight*

One of the consequences of this action was, the trial of Sir

Robert Calder* + The advantages derived from the engagement

eemed to have been forgotten ; and the admiral was tried, and

censured for an error of judgment, after obtaining a victory.

Captain Inman's answer, however, to the question from the

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XVII. page 100.

t Ibid. Vol. XV. pages 79 and 162 The subject is also fully, and, w
trust, fairly treated of, in our memoir of Sir Robert Calder, Vol. XVII.

page 99, et seq. Some addenda to that memoir lie before us, and will appear,
if possible, in a subsequent part of the present Volume.

We cannot but consider, that the disappointment of the public mind
in not hearing of any farther success of Sir Robert Calder, was chiefly

excited by that very reprehensible practice, which we haVe so frequently
had occasion to condemn, of mutilating the letters oh service. Had the

official despatch of Sir Robert Calder, to Admiral Cornwallis, appeared in

the gazette, as it was addressed to the commander-in-chief, (the important
difference from which may be seen, by referring to the XIVth Volume of

the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 1C3, and to the XVIItli Volume page 105)

tlte disappointment could not have been material : as it was, expectations
were excited at home, which were never warranted, or even felt, by Sir

Robert Calder.

ol. XXV..
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Court" Why he did not inform the admiral of his crippled

state ?" ought never to be forgotten.
" I did not think that,"

said he,
" a proper time to trouble the admiral with my com-

plaints ;

" an answer which evinced the inherent spirit of a British

seaman.

After the court martial, Captain Inman rejoined the Triumph,

and sailed under Sir Richard Strachan, on a cruise off the Western

Isles. Illness unfortunately induced him to relinquish the command

of that ship, for the Sea Fencibles, at Lynn ;
where he remained

two years, till Lord Mulgrave, unsolicited, made him the offer of

an appointment, as naval commissioner, at Madras.

To those who are acquainted with the extent of the various and

important duties of a resident commissioner, the independence and

integrity of Captain Inman must appear in a high and interesting

light ; for, in addition to its being unsolicited, the trust was

reposed in him, without even a personal knowledge on the part of

Lord Mulgrave.

These circumstances, and the manner in which his lordship

offered the appointment for his acceptance, left him no alternative ;

and Captain Inman sailed for Madras, in the Clorindc frigate, on

the 22d of February, 1809. He reached that settlement on the

4th of July ; and, on the 15th of the same month, he fell a victim

to the climate.*

Captain Inman's coxswain, who accompanied him to India,

gave him a character, perhaps the most enviable that a naval com.

mander can receive " That thousands of British seamen would

shed tears for their loss on that day !
"

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Captain Inman was born about the year 1162
; consequently, at the tim

of his death, his age must have been 47. He married, as we have already

stated, Miss Dalby, sister of Captain Dalby, of the royal navy ; by whom
he has left a most amiable daughter, about seventeen, and a son. Mrs.

luinan and her family at present reside at Reading, in Berkshire.

Vide NATAL CHROKICLS, Vol. XXIV. page 439.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

KANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONS.

r II "SHE Government of the United States has recently sent out an expedi-
tion by sea, and another by land. The former sailed to the south-

ward, for the purpose of doubling Cape Horn, of traversing the Pacific, and

reaching the Columbia. The latter was to proceed westward, to follow the

Missouri, to cross the great ridge of mountains, and to arrive at the same

river by this long, though, in point of actual distance, much shorter route.

The expedition of Captain Merewether Lewis (noticed in former Volumes

of the NAVAL CHRONICLE) was only preparatory to the present, which is to

settle a new colony either in the bay of the Columbia, or more probably at

its mouth or on its shores a colony which will perhaps hereafter conduct

a vast trade with different parts of the East. The naval expedition con-

veyed stores and necessaries for the settlement of the new colony. A prin-

cipal object in view is to open a communication between the Missouri and

the Columbia ; or, in other words, between the Atlantic and Pacific, with

as short, or as commodious a carrying place over the mountain tract as can

possibly be found. The great obstacle, indeed, to an extensive intercourse

between the eastern and western sides of the North American continent-

an obstacle which time only can surmount, and after all imperfectly sur-

mount, is the intervening ridge of mountains, which is broad, and supposed
to be free from snow only about three or four months in the year. These

months will therefore be hereafter busy months for the transport of commo-
dities. The want of roads of culture, and of population, time and industry
will remedy; and that the Anglo-Americans will hereafter carry on across

the Pacific a vast and lucrative commerce with China and Japan, in spite

of the present timid and jealous character of their governments, can

scarcely be doubted.

LOSS OF THE SEA VENTURE.

SUBJOINED to an account of various other naval disasters, occasioned by
one of the severe gales which took place in the month of November, 1810,

one of the Boston papers contains the following statement :

*' The old ship the Sea Venture, belonging to the port of Whitby, was
in this gale wrecked on Holbeach Marsh, after having weathered the storms

of a hundred years. She was built in the reign of Queen Anne, (we state

this from good information) and has been a constant trader from Whitby to

London, during the long period intervening to the present year. By the

gales which prevailed a fortnight ago, she was for the first time compelled
to run for Boston Deeps; and the subsequent tempest lias wrecked hero
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a new shore. The crew with great difficulty landed on the Marsh from the

boats, almost perished."

MATHEMATICAL DISCOVERY.

THE following piece of intelligence will probably excite curiosity in a

greater degree than it will, at present, gain credit. We are not ourselves

such amateurs of mathematics as to desire to be present at the demonstra-

tion which the Sieur Cioffo promises but we wish all the epicures of the

(science were there with all our heart :

"
Leghorn, July 29. Sienr Pascal Cioffo, painter, architect, and geome-

trician, resident in this city, conceives he has discovered the famous

problem of the squaring of the circle, and proposes to demonstrate it in an

assembly of the mathematicians. He has invited all the professors of phy-

sics and mathematics to be present at his demonstration, and to pronounce
their judgment upon it."

REMARKABLE ADVENTURES OF JOHN BRUCE.

THE following extraordinary account is copied from an East India paper,

under the date of Calcutta, May 10, 1809 :

" A Princess of New Zealand, one of the daughters of Tippahce, has

arrived within these few days in Calcutta, accompanied by her husband, an

Englishman, of the name of Bruce. As the adventures of this couple are

curious, and have excited a general interest, our duty to the readers of our

paper, required that we should collect some authentic outline of their

story ;
its principal points, we believe, are embraced in the subjoined

Narrative:

"
George Bruce, son of John Bruce, foreman and clerk to Mr. Wood,

distiller, at Limehouse, was born in the parish of Ratcliffe-highway, [St.

George's in the East] in 1779. In 1789 he entered on board the Royal
Admiral East Indiaman, Captain Bond, as boatswain's boy. Sailed from

England, for New South Wales, and arrived at Port Jackson, in 1790,

where, with the consent of Captain Bond, he quitted the ship, and remained

at New South Wales.

" At Port Jackson, Bruce entered into the naval colonial service, and

was employed for several years under Lieutenants Robins, Flinders, and

others, in exploring the coasts, surveying harbours, head-lands, rocks, &c.

During this time Bruce experienced various adventures, which do not com*
within the design of this narrative. After being thus employed for several

years, in vessels of survey, he was turned over to the Lady Nelson, Captain

Simmonds, a vessel fitted up for the express purpose of conveying Tippa-
hee, King of New Zealand, from a visit, which he made to the government
of Port Jackson, to his own country. The King embarked, and the Lady
Nelson proceeded on her destination. During the passage, Tippahec w;is

taken dangerously ill, and Bruce was appointed to attend him ;
he acquitted

himself so highly to the King's satisfaction, that he was honoured with his
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Special favour
; and, on their arrival, the King, requested that he should be

allowed to remain with him at New Zealand, to which Captain Sitnmonds

consented, and Bruce was received into the family of Tippahee.
" Bruce spent his first few months in New Zealand in exploring the

country, and in acquiring a knowledge of the language, manners, and cus-

toms of the people. He found the country healthy and pleasant, full of

romantic scenery, agreeably diversified by hills and dales, and covered with

wood. The people were hospitable, frank, and open ; though rude and

ignorant, yet worshipping neither images nor idols, nor auglit that is tlie

work of human hands; acknowledging one Omnipotent Supreme Being.
" As the King proposed to place the young Englishman at the head of

his army, it was a previously necessary step that he should be tattowed, as,

without having undergone that ceremony, he could not he regarded as a

warrior. The case was urgent, and admitted of no alternative. lie there-

fore submitted resolutely to this painful ceremony ; and his countenance

exhibits a master specimen of the art of tattowing.
"

Being now tattowed in due form, Bruce was recognized as a warrior of

the first rank, naturalized as a New Zealander, received into the bosom of

the King's family, and honoured with the hand of the Princess Actockoe,

the youngest daughter of Tippahee, a maiden of 15 or 16 years of age, whose

native beauty had probably been great, but which had been so much

improved by the fashionable embellishments of art, that all the softer

charms of nature, all the sweetness of original expression, are lost in the

bolder impressions of tattowing.
" Bruce now became the chief member of the King's family, and was

vested with the government of the island.

" Six or eight months after his marriage, the English ship Inspector,
the Ferret, South Sea whaler, and several other English vessels, touched at

New Zealand for supplies, and all of them found the beneficial influence of

having a countryman and friend at the head of affairs in that island. They
were liberally supplied with fish, vegetables, &c.
" Our Englishman and his wife were now contented and happy, in th

full enjoyment of domestic comfort, with no wants that were ungratified.

Blessed with health and perfect independence, Bruce looked forward to the

progress of civilization, which he expected to introduce among the people
with whom, by a singular destiny, he seemed doomed to remain during his

life. While enjoying these hopes, the ship General Wellesley, about twelve

or fourteen months ago, touched at a point of New Zealand, where Bruce

and his wife chanced to be. This was at some distance from die King's

place of residence. Captain Dalrymple applied to Bruce to assist him in

procuring a cargo of spars and benjamin, and requested specimens of the

principal articles of produce of the island, all which was cheerfully done.

Captain Dalrympie then proposed to Bruce to accompany him to North,

Cape, distant about 25 or 30 leagues, where it was reported that gold dust

r.ould be procured, and Captain Dalrymple conceived that Bruce might

prove useful to him in the search for the gold-dust. With great reluc-

larice, and after many entreaties, Bruce consented to accompany Captain
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Dalrymple, under the most solemn assurances of being safely brought

back, and landed at the Bay of Islands. He accordingly embarked, with

his wife, on board the General Wcllesley, representing, at the same time,

to Captain Dalrymple, the dangerous consequence of taking the King'*

daughter from the island ;
but that fear was quicied, by the solemn and

repeated assurances of Captain Dalrymple, that he would, at every hazftrti>

reland them at the Bay of Islands, the place from which they embarked*

Being at length all on board, the Wellesley sailed for the North Cape,

where they soon . /rived and landed. Finding that they had been entire!/

misinformed as to the gold-dust, the Wellesley made sail, in order to re-

turn to New Zealand ; but the wind becoming foul, and continuing so for

48 hours, they were driven from the island. On tlie third day ibe wind

became more favourable, but Captain Dalrymple did not attempt to regain

the island, but stood on for India. Bruce now gently remonstrated, and

reminded him of his promises ;
to which Captain Dalrymple replied, / That

he had something else to think of than to detain the ship by returning with

a valuable cargo to the island; besides, he had another and better island

in view for him.'

" On reaching the Feegee, or Sandalwood islands, Captain Dalrymple
asked Bruce if he chose to go on shore, and remain there ? which he de-

clined, on account of the barbarous and sanguinary disposition of their

inhabitants. Captain Dalrymple desired that he would choose for himself;

and then took from him several little presents, which he himself and his

officers had given to him at New Zealand ; these now were given to the

natives of the islands in the boats then alongside the vessel.

"
Leaving the Feegee islands, they steered towards Sooloo, visiting two

or three islands in their passage ; but the limits of this narrative do not

admit of giving anv account of the occurrences at those places, though they
are not devoid of interest.

" After remaining four or five days at Sooloo, they sailed for Malacca,
where they arrived in December last. At Malacca, Captain Dalrymple and

Bruce went on shore. The latter was anxious to see th~ governor, or com-

manding officer, to state his grievances ; but as it was late in the evening
when he landed, he could not see him till the following morning, by which

time Captain Dalrymple had weighed from Malacca Roads, leaving Bruce

on shore, and carrying off his wife on board the Wellesley, to Penang.
" Bruce acquainted the commanding officer of Malacca with his case,

and expressed his wish to regain his wife, and to return with her to New
Zealand. The commanding officer endeavoured to console him, desired

that he would patiently wait at Malacca for a short time, as some ships

might probably touch there on their passage from Bengal to New South

Wales, by which he would procure a passage for himself and his wife
; and

that, in the mean time, he would write to Penang, desiring that his wife

should be returned to her husband at Malacca.
" After waiting for three or four weeks, account? were received of Cap-

tain Dalrymple's arrival at Penang; upon which Bruce obtained the com-

manding Oilicer's permission, and left Malacca in the Scourge gun-crig for
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Penaog, where, upon his arrival, he found that his wife had been bartered

away to Captain Ross. On waiting upon the governor of Penang, he was

asked what satisfaction he required for the ill treatment he experienced ?

Bruce answered, that all he wanted was to have his wife restored, and to

get a passage, if possible, to New Zealand. Through the interference of

the Governor, his wife was restored to him. With her he returned to

Malacca, in hope of the promised passage to New South Wales; but as

tfiere was no appearance of the expected ships for that port, he was now

promised a passage for himself and his wife to England in one of the

homeward-bound Indiamen from China. By getting to England, he hoped
from thence to find a passage to New South Wales

;
but the China ships

only anchored in Malacca Roads for a few hours during the night, so that

he had no opportunity of proceeding by any of the ships of that fleet. He
then entreated the commanding officer to get him a passage in the Sir

Edward Pellew to Penang, where he hoped to overtake the Indiamen. A
passage for himself and his wife was accordingly provided on board the

PeHew; and on his arrival at Penang he found the Indiamen standing still

there; but he could not be accommodated with a passage to Europe with-

out the payment of 400 dollars. Not having that sum, and without the

means to raise it, he came on with the Sir Edward Pellew to Bengal, where
he and his wife, the affectionate companion of his distress, have been most

hospitably received, and where their hardships and long sufferings will be

soothed and forgotten in the kindness that awaits them. Opportunities will

probably occur, in the course of a few months, of a passage to New South

Wales, from whence they will find no difficulty in regaining New Zealand."

** It will be gratifying to the reader to be informed, that Bruce and

his wife have since reached New Zealand in safety.

LIFEBOAT.

Ix the storm on 29 December, 18 JO, the Hoylake life-boat, in attempting
to succour the people on board the ship Traveller, driven on shore in the

Mersey, was everwhelmed by a dreadful sea, and eight out of ten of her

crew were unfortunately drowned. The bodies were found the same day,
and carried to their respective homes, where a scene of misery was wit-

nessed which defies all power of expression, The deceased were all near

neighbours, and lived in a small village called the Hoose, near Hoylake,
in the most brotherly kindness

; these brave fellows were the flower of the

Hoylake fishermen, and had always displayed the greatest promptitude
and alacrity in assisting vessels in distress ;

nor could England boast a set

of braver men, or more adventurous sailors. They have left large families

totally unprovided for, but the hand of benevolence will, we doubt not, be
stretched forth for their relief.

SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS.

THE master of an American merchant vessel at Cadiz having requested
tiie captain of a British man-of-war to take out of her a refractory English
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seaman (who, by the way, Imd one of those certificates of his being an

American subject, so easily obtained iu America), the ofricer applied for

the man's wages, which Jonathan discharged by the account, of which the

following is a literal copy from the original :

JOHN LEVEY, to the SHIP FABIUS, Dr.

Aug.

1810. hollars. Ccnl*.

3. To
N
a month's advance - 28

13. To my travelling expenses to go to Philadelphia after

you, when you ran away with the ship's boat .... 3

To the Squire for a writ to apprehend you 25

To two Constables to apprehend you on a very tem-

pestuous night ............. .... ..... 5

U. To the Squire's fee of office , O 50

To cash advanced you at the Squire's office to pay a

debt that you were sued for .................. 25

To cash paid two Constables to commit you to prison

until an opportunity offered to send you on board . . 50

15. To coach-hire to Newcastle for you, the Constable, and

myself, at 150- 100 each 4 50

To your travelling expenses 50

To the Constable's dinner and Squire, &c. ........ 1

To coach-hire for the Constable back to Philadelphia 1 50

To his expenses back to Philadelphia 25

To goal fees paid for you 1

To the Constable to go with you to Newcastle ...... 3

To three gallons of rum at Newcastle 3

52 25

(E.E.) JOHN DALY.

EXTRAORDINARY CRUISE.

Extractfrom the Log-book of the Mary Anne Clarke privateer, of London,

Captain Dovclcr.

1st May, 1806. Sailed in company with the Duke of York man-of-war,
on a voyage to the island of Cythera. Wind and tide propitious.

llth. Parted company in a squall Mother Carey's chickens flocking

about and almost darkening the horizon. Cast off and fell to leeward upon
a strange shore.

12th, and up to the 10th December. Experienced almost continually
adverse winds, sometimes approaching to a hurricane. Frein that period
until the summer of 1807, dreadful blowing weather scarcely a rag of sail

left ship often aground, got off with great difficulty.

July, 1803. Missed stays, and stranded off Hampstead, between the
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snoals of Poverty and Cape Desire. Crew deserted. Not a stick

standing.

July 10. Examined the vessels
;

timbers good ; bottom sound
; fished

up a jury-mast, with a rag of sail, and worked off along shore, Wright
a-head for Bedford-place.

Nov. 18. Some pirates hove in sight kept a sharp loot out. The

Taffy Welch privateer, Captain Wardle, of and from Oakhampton, came

alongside. Being apprized of our distress, sent some cheese and leeks on

board, with a few bottles of brandy, found oa overhauling his lockers.

Nov. 27. Put into Westbourne-place.
Dec. 1. Weighed anchor and sailed in company with the Taffy priva-

teer, the Dodd and the G'eimic, two armed transports, laden with ordnance

tores. At half-past 2 P.M. fell in with two merchantmen, the Francit

Wright and Daniel Wright, with larjje cargoes of mirrors, Turkey carpets,

sofas, and othr stores on board.

Dec. 2. Received a supply of necessaries, and other stores, from the

merchantmen, for which the captain of the Taffy gave bond.

Dec. 26. Ship quite new rigged, and in excellent trim, pressed with all

her crew on board, by the Taffy, for a cruise, in company with the DodA
and the Glennie, on the Kentish coast, to reconnoitre the Martello

Towers.

Dec. 27. Hailed at sea by the Taffy, and informed that the Duke of
York man-of-war was engaged in an illicit trade, and that it would be a

glorious work if the squadron were to attempt to cut her out from her

station.

Dec. 23. Shaped our course accordingly.

Feb. 1, 1809. Came in sight of the Duke of York, She was lying like

a ship in ordinary, with her ports down, in fancied security, underthe great

guns of Rotten-row. The Taffy led the van, but a shot from the Sheridan,

which hove in sight, induced her to haul her wind, and slacken her fire

The Mary Ann, which was close astern, now came up and raked the Duke

tfYurk, then ranging alongside ;
she kept up a galling fire, which obliged

him to cut. and run among the breakers, where that gallant vessel was

wrecked and deserted by the crew;

August 18. Received 10,0001. prize-money for the destruction of the

Pamphlet fitted out the vessel in capital style, with new riyging complete,

and entire new copper sheathing to the bottom cabin beautifully fur-

ni^hed with Turkey carpet, bronze and gold mirrors, extending the whole

length between decks, in which to see your face, and sofas to loll upon.

August 19. Fell in with the two merchantmen, commanded by Francis

and Daniel Wright, who hailed the Taffy, and demanded payment of the

bond. Captain of the T ffy hauled his wind, and fired a stern chaser, in token

uf defiance. The Mary Ann, enraged at this piratical procedure, ranged

alongside the merchantmen, and fired a shot at the Taffy, which brought

jljim to, and he struck his colours.

August 20. Parted company, and moored safe off Westbourue, with the

tttpuerchantmen.
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Dec- 11. At day-light, descried some strange sail in the offing. Ort

rearing, they proved to he an enemy's squadron, in order of battle, con-

sisting of the TufFy Bag-ship, Captain \\ardle; the Dmlil ar.d the Glennie.

T- n, A.M. Prepared to \vc_iji anchor, and bring our broadsidft to bear

upon the enemy, but in vain. Had not a breath of wind, and could not

point a single gun, while the Taffy and her consorts came down with *

swelling sail, thundering upon us. In this extremity, the crew of th*

JJ/nry Ann Clarke, all gallant souls, formed a desperate resolution. They

manned her boats, and having boarded the Tuffy and her companions,

pointed their own guns into their holds, and sunk them with their own

weapons; with the exception of the Tiffj, which blew up with a terrible

explosion, and what is most singular, upon the tery ground upon which the

Duke of York was lost.*

ORDNANCE EXPENSES.

THE following is an account of the particulars of the expense incurred,

since the commencement of the present war, in building, repairing, and

making fortifications, martello towers, and the purchase of lands connected

with the aforesaid matters, throughout the United Kingdom, to the 5tli

January, 1809 :

North Britain 16,334 18 lOf
Northern district... 3,753 7j
Yorkshire District 9,40610 6j
Eastern District 141,496 15 7

Thames Division 5,234 1 OJ
Medway Division 716,935 13 1

Southern District 868,640 3 8*
Portsmouth Division 1 50,998 I 10

Plymouth Division 42,756 12 10J
Severn District 3,865 4 8

Ireland 154,419 19 llf

Guernsey 47,037 7 6j
Jersey 78,374 5 3

J. HADDEN, C. ASTLEY COOPER, M. SINGLETON.

Ojfut of Ordnance, ISth June, 1810.

MinACULOl'S ESCAPE.

ON the 27tb of July, 1810, II. M. S. St. George, commanded by Captain,
now Admiral T. Bertie, then cruising in the Bay of Biscay, carried away
her main-top and top-gallant-mast, in a heavy squall, by which accident a

Nfta Bene. His Royal Highness the Dake of York was !rsr, by neglecting
lo pay Mrs. Clarke her annuity ; and Mr. U'urdle hr.< since been lost by refusing
!e pay her upholsterer's biU,
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man uho was looking out at the jacks was precipitated into die main hold,

the hatches being off, and to the extreme astonishment of every person in

the ship, escaped unhurt. In his fall he struck against another man who
was standing on the skids, and carried him down with him ; but he, poor

fellow, was almost dashed in pieces, having both his arms, right thigh, and

collar bone broken. The man who escaped is> named John Houndworth,
and is still on board of her. The height was 250 feet.

GALLANT ACTION.

A MORE gallant action than that recorded in the following letter, has not

been fought by a merchant ship against the enemy's privateers-this war, nor

In any preceding one. The Lords of the Admiralty have, in consequence,

fceen pleased to express to the committee for managing the affairs at

Lloyd's, their lordships' satisfaction at the gallantry exhibited on this

occasion, and their intention to grant to each of the crew of the Cumber-

land, as a mark of their lordships' favour, a protection from the impress

for the term of three years.
"

Deal, January 13.

"
Sunday night the ship Cumberland, Barrett, master, arrived in th

Downs from Quebec, under a jury foremast and bowsprit, having pitched

her bowsprit and foremast away in a heavy gale of wind off the bajiks of

Newfoundland. From seven till eight o'clock on Sunday morning, she

was attacked by four French lugger privateers, between Dover and Folke-

stone, the first of which hailed to know if he wanted a pilot; Captain B.

having suspicion of her, replied in the negative: immediately after another

privateer ordered him to lay back his main-yard, and the whole of them

commenced a fire of musketry, and two of them ran alongside and boarded

the Cumberland, previous to which the captain had ordered nil the ship's

crew into the cabin; they being armed with their boarding pikes. As soon

as about twenty men came on board, the captain ordered the ship to be

sheered off from the privateers, leaving the Frenchmen no good retreat
;

and on the ship being boarded, the privateers ceased firing: in the mean
time the ship's company rushed forward and cleared the deck

;
the greatest

part of the boarders being killed, arid the remainderjmnped overboard.

Immediately after, another came alongside, and told the captain they
would give no quarter; on hearing this, the ship's company cheered them,

and they were boarded and cleared in like manner. This was repeated
three times afterwards, with the like success on the part of the ship's crew,
and their taking three prisoners, two of whom \\eru wounded, ant! one has

since died of his wounds. Immediately after this, Captain Barrett dis.

charged three of his carronades loaded with round and cannister shot ; the

first was seen to carry away the mainmast of one of the privateers, and the

second carried away the bowsprit of another, and it was supposed

destroyed many of the men, as they were heard to cry out, and the shots

were heard to strike the vessel. They then made off, and the Cumberland

proceeded for the Downs. We are sorry to say Mr. Coward, chief mate
5
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is wounded in the shoulder, and that one man on board tiie Cumberland

has died of his wounds. The loss on the part of the enemy is supposed to

be nearly 60. Captain B. killed three himself, one of which he was

obliged to put his foot on to extricate his pike.
" This is supposed to he the most gallant defence made by any merchant

ship during the war
;

as her crew consisted only of twenty-six men, and

those of the privateers, according to the prisoners' statement, to 270

men."

EXTRAORDINARY SEHTENCE OF A COURT MARTIAL.

DURING the course of the last summer (1810) a young gentleman, a

midshipman of H. M. S. Edgar, Captain Paints, then cruising in the Belt

for the protection of our convoy, having been disrated for some offence,

was sent to row guard during the night ; and, wishing by every means in hi

power to recover the favour of his captain, he unfortunately landed on the

island of Sayer. To this he was induced by the honourable hopes of dis-

tinguishing himself, and recovering his former situation. According to his

expectations, he fell in with a party of Danish soldiers, whom with the

utmost gallantry he attacked and defeated, but unfortunately had one man
killed ; not finding any vessels which he could carry off, he reimbarked,

carrying with him some fowls, and two sheep. On his return on board, he

was immediately put under arrest, both legs put into irons ; and after re-

maining in that condition 14 days, was tried by a court martial, of which

Rear-admiral Dixon was president, and the following very severe and

extraordinary sentence passed upon him, which was executed with the

utmost rigour, viz.
" And the Court do hereby sentence you to be stripped

of your uniform publickly on the quarter-deck mulcted of all your pay
rendered incapable of ever serving Ins Majesty as an officer and, finally,

on the arrival of your ship in England, you are to be drummed ashore."

Although the conduct of the midshipman was certainly exceedingly impro-

per, and wholly inconsistent with the standing orders of the service, yet

surely, in consideration of his youth, his eminent gallantry on several occa-

ions, particularly in the capture of the gun-boats by the boats of the fleet

under the orders of Captain Martin, in the Gulf of Finland, the Court

might have passed a more lenient sentence than one which has essentially

blighted his promotion in the most honourable of services, that of his

King and Country.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR, January 16th, 1811.

ilE enclosed is a copy of a letter, which was addressed, and sent iu

July last, to the Right Hon. Charles Vorke, the First Lord of the Admi-

ralty, (together with a copy of one sent to Lord Mulgravc (the late General
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1810) hoping that he would have taken the grievance alluded to in that

letter into his consideration, and granted the redress required. His not

having done so, may probably in some measure be accounted for, he also

being a kind of military character, (that is, colonel of a militia regiment)
and would be envious of the naval officers obtaining those honorary dis*

tinctions that have so long unjustly been withheld from them. It is most

extraordinary that the naval men who form a part of the Board of Admi-

ralty (and who on a certain occasion were termed naval advisers) have not*

long ere now, had sufficient influence (at least they have not exerted it) to

see the navy in all and every possible way (according to their different ranks)
made as respectable as the (army) artillery, or any other branch of the

military. I have no need to mention that they are in every respect equally

deserving, which the public are well aware of.

It is now a favourable moment, and I would earnestly recommend to the

officers aggrieved, to memorial the Prince Regent, who, from his known
honourable and just character, would most readily redress their grievances.

I request you will have the goodness to insert the enclosed letter in your
next number, as it will prove to the public how little the interest of naval

officers is attended to, whose exertions and services every hour grow of

more consequence and importance to the nation.

If, Sir, you judge it proper, you may also insert this in your CHROJTTCLE,
and you are at liberty to make any alterations in it you may think

necessary.

I am
? Sir, your most obedient servant,

A SINCERE FRIEND TO REAL MERIT.

(COPY.)

SIR, London, July %8th, 1810.

Presuming that your highly cultivated genius will dictate to you the

necessity of avoiding the errors which your predecessor in office fell into,

from that mean jealousy of the glory of our navy, which is too frequently

cherished by military men of contracted minds: and as it must be a most

desirable object with you to obtain the respect of naval officers iti

general, I beg leave to recommend to your perusal a letter which appeared
in the NAVAL CHRONICLE for January, 1810,* by which you will percene
how much they would be gratified by being put upon the footing

with the army in their uniform; which, it must be obvious to every

one, does but ill accord with their ranks and their splendid achievements.

By adopting the means suggested in the letter I allude to, you will, without

any additional expense to your country, secure the respect of a body of

men, whose brilliant services demand much more attention than any of

your predecessors in office have thought proper to bestow on them ; which,

as far as relates to your character, is a fortunate circumstance, as it affords

* See Vol. XXIII. page 41.
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you a most glorious opportunity of bestowing that reward wliich has been

so loin; withheld from the most meritorious set of men under the sun.

J have nothing more to add, than that I am, with all due respect,

Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

A FRIEND TO OLD ENGLAND, AM)
TO REAL MERIT.

The Right Hon. Charles Yorke, First

</ the Admiralty, < c .

P.S. In order that you should not have the trouble of searching the

NAVAL CHRONICLE, I herewith transmit you a copy of the letter alluded to.

*^^--^+

MR. tDITOK,

"TT BEG leave to lay before a generous country, the extreme distress of a^ number of half-pay officers, in consequence of the great price of provi-

sions, and the siuallness of the pay, which is the small sum of from 3s. 6d.

per day to 4s. 6d. I only ask people, if that is a sufficient reward

for a man, after serving all his days in fighting the battles of his

country, and at length obliged to retire, in consequence of wounds or hurts

he has had the misfortune to receive ? or obliged to retire in consequence
of old age, upon 4s. 6d. per day ? I only leave this to the country to

judge, if it is possible to appear like a gentleman, or to keep a family from

starving, with such a small income, out of which there is tender cent, de-

ducted for the Income Tax. 1 lay this before a generous country, in hopes
of getting that tax taken off lieutenants and commanders on half-pay,

Should this succeed, it would give me the greatest pleasure to think i have

been the occasion of relieving, I may say, thousands of distressed families.

A hint to this purpose from your publication may be of the greatest ser

ice in relieving a number of poor half-pay officers, who are at this time in

a slate of stanration, from not being able to serve from old a<;e, or wounds
or hurts which they have had the misfortune to receive while fighting th

battles of their country, I am, Sir,

Your constant reader,

R . 14, 1810. A FRIEND TO THE BRAVE.

******^+

MR EDITOR,

"IT WISH very much to impress on the minds of your professional reader^,^ what has lately been remarked to me by un able and experienced

geographer; and this I would mean only as a rapid but correct outline, of

what may be expected from our inveterate enemy, as the commencement
of that general and organised system of invasion lie will one day certainlj

attempt.

You liave doubtless noticed, and I trust government have done the same,

Buonaparte's conscription of 40,000 children for the French naw
;
who are

expected to be taught the service of the marine io tljeir port?, and I suppos*
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vlose along shore. The intention of the arch enemy is as follows : lie

means to make the numerous harbours on the coast of Norway, a general

maritime rendezvous for the invasion of the northern parts of the British

Isles. The coast of Norway is not generally known, it abounds in good
harbours deep water, and plenty of ship timber, and of all necessaries

requisite for the fitting out of fleets. And it was chiefly for this purpose,
that Buonaparte has seized on the Throne of Sweden. These harbours on

the coast of Norway, have not been thought of in proportion to the

importance they will one day possess. An enemy's fleet dispersed

throughout these numerous harbours, cannot be attacked by the British

with much prospect of success, being defended by numerous islands: yet
the same wind would bring their whole force out to sea In my view of

these NORWEGIAN HARBOURS, I mean those that are scattered throughout

the coast south of Drontheim, including that harbour, this coast is all

harbours; so that it has justly been observed by our seamen,
" That ifa

thip were adrift off there, in a gale ofwind, it would be about ten to one,

but she zcould drive into some of those harbours.

It should be remembered, that the Shetland harbours, (those on the

I?, side of the Shetland Islands) are the principal ones that are opposed
to this coast of Norway, whose distance is not very considerable. I knovr

there is also a harbour on the S.W. coast of Shetland, opposite, or nearly so,

to Fowl Island. Now I am fully persuaded in my own mind, That sooner,

<>r later,from these said Norwegian Harbours, this Country will le attempted
tu le invaded : and I humbly, therefore, offer these my ideas to the notice

of Government and the British nation. J. S.

MR. EDITOR,
E following question was originally proposed in the supplement to

the LADIES' DIARY, for 1800, by Mr. Joseph Garside, of Mirfield ;

but, as that work was discontinued, it has not been publicly answered : be

pleased, therefore, to insert it in the NAVAL CHRONICLE, and you'll oblige

% Constant Reader.

Question.
f ' A Light-house at sea, stands exactly 215 feet clear from the surface

df the water, the vertical extremity of which just emerges in the horizon to

*n observer placed at the surface of the sea, at the exact distance of 18

miles from the bottom of the Lighthouse ;
it is hence required to deter-

inine the diameter of the earth, supposing it perfectly spherical.

I
MR. EDITOR,

T is stated, in one of the accounts which T have seen of the loss of the

Nymphe and Pallas frigates, near Danlmr, on the night of December
the 13th, that, although they haH pilots on board, they mistook a lime kiln,

burning at Broxmouth, for the Miy light, and the May for the Bell Rock.

This is a most serious and alarming circumstance ; and, unfortunately, it is
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not the first of the kind that has occurred. Evil, however, is sometimes

productive of good; and I am not without hope, that the loss of two

King's ships, at the same time, and from the same cause, may lead to the

prevention of siich dreadful accidents in future.

The remedy, I conceive, would not be very difficult either to discover or

to apply. The impropriety of allowing any kiln, or other fire, to appear on

any part of the sea coast, where it may possibly be mistaken for a light-

house, must be sufficiently obvious to every one. In my humble opinion,

the abolition and prevention of such nuisances for nuisances they un-

questionably are, of the most serious nature might be completely effected,

by means of an Act of Parliament, enabling the master, warden, and

assistants of the Trinity Company, to prohibit all future erections of the

nature alluded to, within a prescribed distance from the sea, or in such

situations as may cause them to be mistaken for light-houses ;
and by

enabling them to punish offenders, in the first instance (though not without

appeal) by fine. The importance of the case the lives and properties of

thousands of his Majesty's subjects being at stake calls aloud for the

severe and rigid execution of such measures.

Respecting any injury which, it might be urged, private individuals would

sustain, by the passing of an Act of this nature, it seems sufficient to ob-

serve, that the Act itself might amply provide for such individuals, by

allotting full pecuniary compensation, to be awarded by a jury, to the

present possessors of obnoxious erections on, or near, the sea coast.

In the sincere hope that these hints may be productive of the desired

Affect, Iain, Sir, &c. T. H.

Mil. EDITOR,

FTT^HE following proposition met my eye the other day, in one of the pub-
lic prints, under the signature of " A FRIEND TO THE NAVY :

" The commerce of the country at this momentous crisis is certainly

worthy the attention of every individual
;
and I hope that the liberty I take

of pointing out a plan for the destruction of the innumerable French priva-

teers which infest the Channel of England, will not pass unnoticed. If the

lieutenants commanding his Majesty's ships of war were encouraged by the

proposition I am about to make, I am confident that in the course of a very

.short time there would not be a French privateer in the Channel. I would

give every lieutenant commanding a gun-brig, a master and commander's

commission the instant he had taken as many privateers as altogether

mounted 100 guns. This step of promotion would, in my opinion, be *

stronger inducement than the mere pecuniary advantage held out by the

present system, and the condemnation of the prizes would be but a secon-

dary consideration."

After perusing the above, the subject appeared to me to be so interesting

to the welfare of the country, that I reolved, through the medium of the

NAVAL CHRONICLE, to submit a few remarks upon it to the public ; or ra-

ther to those whom it maj wore immediately concern.
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" The system of reward, proposed by
" A FRIEND TO THE NAVY," is

good in theory ; but it is one of those speculations which cannot be reduced

to p.'Hctice;
at least until some very material alteration takes place in the

British Cabinet. It would certainly act as a stimulus, were it wanting,

which I will not pay so bad a compliment to the navy as to suppose ; but

it would be as useless towards attaining the desired end, as the operation of

galvanism on the carcase of a dead animal. The class of vessels generally

employed in the Channel, sail in a manner so very inferior to the enemy's

privateers, that the latter may, and not anfrequently do, commit their de-

predations in sight, and almost under the guns of our cruisers. This, and

an insufficiency of small craft in oar navy, are the principal causes of our

losses, but not the sole causes. It is a notorious fact, that frequently so

bad a look-out is kept in our merchant ships, that a volley of musketry is

often the first intimation of an enemy being amongst them. There being

little or no provision made for the families of seamen killed, or those

wounded in the merchant servcie, is another reason why their vessels are

so frequently taken. From this consideration, they do not care to venture

themselves on deck in making sail, or in manoeuvring the vessel, while ex-

posed even to the long shot of the enemy in chase. A retreat, however

hopeless or forlorn, might often be the means of saving a vessel from the

clutches of these active depredators; since, by obliging them to fire fre-

quently, any vessel of war, which in hazy weather could not otherwise!

know of an enemy being near, would be attracted by the sound towards

the spot, arid if it could not succeed in capturing the enemy, would scare

him from his intended prey, as it would be pretty near to him before dis-

covered through the haze.

These remarks respecting merchant vessels are not meant to apply

generally; for, in justice to many individuals of that service, it must be

acknowledged, that they have defended their ships with skill and bravery.

I am not one of those crokers, who, in complaining of a want of exertion

against the enemy's privateers in the Channel, have not an idea beyond the

Thames at the Nore, -or the bounds of the horizon as they see it from the

cliffs at Brighton ;
but I cannot help supposing, that were the means

invested in the Admiralty brought into action, a great deal might be done

for the better security of our trade. Repeated complaints have, at length,

roused them to do something to stop the mouths of tiie people ;
and our

trade is now to be secured by a hocus ^.ocns transposition of baskets and

buntin, hoisted upon hills, which every one who has been in the Channel
in the winter months (the time when privateers are most numerous) must
know are invisible for days together.

Having premised thus mucii, it will perhaps be expected that 1 am about

to propose a plan of my own, which is to be infallible, 'i his is not the

case, though 1 shall humbly venture an opinion on a subject unich I do not

consider myself wholly ignorant of, in hopes it may be the means of leading
to more important discussion on so interesting a topic. It is well known
that vetbcli, after having been captured, mix frequently with convoys, and

. tf&ron. (Dol. XXV. F



34 CORRESPONDENCE.

steer a Channel course under easy sail during the day to avoid detection ;

and in the nLlit make for their destination; they also, when in their power,

put Americans, and even Englishmen into them, to answer, if they should

be hailed ; therefore noth.ng but actual examination can discover the

fraud. It is impossible, while our mnal I cruisers range about singly, that

they can examine a convoy, consisting, as they sometimes do, of upwards

of 100 sail. I am, therefore, of opinion, that many small squadrons should

be estalli:h!'d, each squadro)! sailing under the orders of the respective

port admirals, but independent of each othtr, and consisting of fast-sailing

corvettes, cutters, and luggers; that a portion of the Channel he allotted to

each squadron, which should consist of as many vessels as would form a

line acros-s, within good signal distance, one of each squadron to be in port

nt a time, by which means there would he a constant succession of reliefs.

Whether corvette, cutter, or lugger, were absent, would be of trifling con-

it nufnee, as the large and small vessels might be so disposed as to be able

to support cac!) other. The distance between the squadrons might be con-

siderable ;
for when once the enemy knew the disposition of our forcej

they would not chase long up or down Channel, as they could not fail of

falling in v.ith one of the thwart squadrons. I am aware that many will

urge the impracticability of this scheme : the weather might certainly force

them sometimes to disperse, but they would soon reunite, in the very ac;

of doing which they would effectually cover the Channel.

It should be their first endeavour, on observing a convoy, to close conve-

niently for the general examination, which in tolerable weather would take

up but A short time. All merchant vessels should be recommended to

carry at least one carronade and a proportion of rockets, to give an alarm

in fogs, and in the night. I have sometimes heard it ill naturedly remarked,

that it is not worth the officers' while to take privateers, as the condemna-

tion incurs more expense sometimes than the vessel will pay. This, though
a serious inconvenience, I am confident does not tempt any officer to

swerve from his duty; for besides their well known zeal for their country,

the punishment of death annixfd by the Articles of War to such disobedi-

ence, rnu-t ivi.der the aforesaid remark frivolous and unfounded.

Begging pardon for having taken up so much of your time, I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant, X.

MR. KDITOTl,

//~1ONS1DRIIING the numerous ideas which have hten acted upon, in
^-^

consequence of your publication, 1 tru>t that the prtscnt men in office

will not be chagrined, at the attempt of an obscure individual to broach

some new ones
; es;n otfdly as he has for his object tho benefit of that ser-

-.vli'cii b;is\a.idtd so nu.ch to the ulory of Jlritain, and to which he

ginr.rs :u bting aii.u.hcd. no one who will deny, that the com-

forts .'.ii, and what lifle share of happiness an ^olated life like

< uu
|

i : ; ( s, ought not to be curtailed. 1 am well awure, that, IB

rc>p*.ci, the poor lUluus are nuw lar better oil' tuau ever they were ;
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yet,
in -some instances, without the smallest deviation from the strictest

discipline, they might be much more so. For this opinion, I shall state my
reasons : in the first place, when a ship is newly commissioned, there are in

general so few thut are entitled to advance, and that advance is so very

trifling, that, for the first twelvemonths, their appearance is far from decent;

and then, the slops which they take up are of such a quality, as not to per-

mit them to appear so
; which, together with the quantity that they are

unavoidably obliged to take up, to preserve an appearance of clean-

liness and propriety, is frequently the cause of pay day being a day
of sorrow to most of them. Were the slops of a kind which would

enable the men to appear as they ought, even though they should be obliged

to pay an extra price fur them, it would (I have no hesitation in saying)

make the slop account more productive, and the people would be better

satisfied; but, when a man pays six shillings and seven pence for a pair of

shoes, which the first wet renders useless, he will naturally avoid going t

the purser, as long as necessity, absolute necessity, will not compel him

thereto. So much for our article of slops. The shirts, although apparently
not very dear, are so in reality ;

as the sum of four sinkings und sixpence,

however small it may seem, when paid for a common check, made up in

such a manner that a trifling exertion will pull it asunder, must be obvi-

ously too much ; especially as, for ready money, they can get one, for

eighteen pence more, well made, and which will make a man appear decent,

and feel comfortable. These are items of only one case, but which, if re-

medied, might be made of much service.

I would, therefore, recommend, that all slops should be of a good quality;

that, in lieu of charging fifteen per cent to make up for deficiencies arising

from damaged slops, a sum not exceeding ten per cent, or sufficient to de-

fray the expense of agency and charges, might be added to the invoice;

that all pursers should be directed not to take more on board than two suit*

of each per year ; and that, on finding any difference between the specimen
and contract, they should inform the Board, iu order that the contractors

might make guod the deficit.

This is the idea which, at present, most forcibly strikes me ; but it may

probably serve to elicit something better, from those more competent to

the task of Suggesting improvements in the service, than is

Your humble servant,
NliUL.

MR. EDITOR,

711 ^HE following is a copy of a letter which was lately addressed to Cap-

tain r'atcon, R N. at Portsmouth, for the Commissioners, o . .r,e Trans-

port Board, dated Spiihead, January 15'.!;. 18H. It gives a.i example oi

gallantry which is well worthy of being recorded in your CHI-.OMCLE.

TIM. WiiATuERSIDE.
"

SIR,
"

I have to acquaint you of the arrival of the (Economy C.R. undef

my command, from Gibraltar, fronj which place I sailed under convoy qt
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H.M.S. Thnis. We continued in company with her until the 5th instant,

when we lost sight of her to windward, although I carried a press of sail to

get to windward
; it blowing at the same time a heavy gale, and had done

for six days before : which hud parted the whole of the convoy with the

exception of two On the 7th instant we perceived a French privateer

schooner on our weather bow, which after dodging us for some time, hauled

after a ship to windward. The next morning another, much larger vessel,

of the same description, was seen on our lee bow; and as I plainly per-
ceived her meaning was to attack us, I made every possible arrangement
for her reception. At 8 A.M. having previously tacked, she ranged up un-

der our lee, and gave us her broadside and a severe discharge of musketry.

My little ship's company received both without flinching, and after half an

hour's close action, we succeeded in beating her off: she crowded sail to

get clear of us. I edged after her, and continued to give my fire as long as

within reach, She was a very fine vessel, about 160 tons, full of men, and

pierced for 14, though only mounting 12 guns. I am happy to sav we had

no !oss from her fire, except myself and 2d mate being grazed by a musket

ball, and our sail and rigging a little cut. The privateer when out of reach

wore on the opposite tack, and stood towards three sail, which were then

discovered from the mast head astern. About 2 P.M. saw them en^.T^c,

and a short time after she was captured. About the same time discovered

two vessels a- head, one of which I soon made out to be of the convoy, and

the oilier a privateer, which soon captured her. She then stood towards

me, and crossed astern, and remained on our weather quarter all ni^iit.

Kext morning (9th) she made sail after us, but having a fresh breeze, at

i P.M. she gave up the chase, and hauled round for abrsg astern, which I

am pretty confident fell a prey to her. Our j-assage continued very unplea-

sant, having had no observation for a week before our beins in soundings".

On the llth instant, wiu'h a few leagues to the westward of Scillv, v*e were

$o unfortunate as to carry awny our rudder, which had rx'en previously

damaged by the gale. I s-tood for St. Mary's Island, got on hoard a piior,

nnd endeavoured to get into port, but the ship was perfectly unmanageable;
So that I was obliged to proceed up the Channel, steering with our sails ;

it was my intention to have gone into IVnm>i:th, but when alnea-t of it, it

crime on to blow, and we were, unnbli: to get her head round. \Ve tried

for Plymouth, Li;t without success, and ;<u;un drove up the Channel, it

blowing a heavy gale, nncl thick foe. In this perilous situation we conti-

nued till noon, when we discovered three of H.M. ships, one of which (the

Spitfire) took mo in tow.

"
I should be lost to every feeling of gratitude, were I not to make mention

of Captain Ellis, his officer*, ami crew; their a.-sistance was not or the

common kind, litt seemed to proceed from a sense of humanity, suj

if possible, to that of duty : ni'rer staying by me in very trying wcali;cr, he

Succeeded in bringing me tu this anchorage yesterday.
"

I am, &c.
" ALEX. GORDON."

"
Cvftain Tailon, R.N, T
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MR. EDITOR,

[EIXG lately at some romantic and beautiful rocks in the countv of

Sussex, the conversation happened to turn on those admirable naval

ballads,* styled, THE ANCIENT MARINER, a part of which appeared, if I

mistake not, in your second Volume : when an old Etonian observed,
that he had met with some passages in Captain George Shelvocke's, Voyage
round the World, f by the way of the Great South Sea, so exactly similar

to the descriptions of the reputed author of the Ancient Mariner, Mr.

Coleridge, that he must have taken his leading idea of the poem from

them. We accordingly referred to the voyage ; and I was so much struck

with the resemblance, that 1 have copied the most striking parts for inser-

tion in your CHRONICLE. The passages I have selected from the Poem are

not exactly those which appeared in your second Volume.

The following is given as the argument of the Ancient Mariner, which

corresponds with the truth of the voyage by Shelvocke. " How a ship,

having first sailed towards the Equator, was driven by storms, to the cold

country towards the South Pole; bow the Ancient Mariner cruelly, and in

contempt of the laws of hospitality, killed a sea bird
;
and how he was

followed by many and strange judgments- and in what manner became
back to his own country.'

7

Extracts from the first Ballad,

<{ The ice was here, the ice was there,

The ice was all around :

It crack'd and growPd, and roar'd and howl'd

A wild and ceaseless sound.

" At length did cross an Albatross,

Thorough the fog it came;
As if it had been a Christian soul,

We hail'd it in God's name.

" The mariners gave it biscuit worm
And round and round it flew :

The ice did split with a thunder-fit,

The helmsman steer'd us thro'. ...

" God save thee Ancient Mariner !

From the fiends that plague thee thus

Why look'st thou so ? With my cross bow

I shot the Albatross?

* In seven Ballads, published by Mr. W. Wordsworth, in the second Volume
of his Lyrical Ballads, 2d edition, 1800. See also a note at the close of-th

Volume.

t In tbe.years 1719, 20, 21, 22, on board the Speedwell, of 24 guns, and

100 men : published in 1726.
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.... " .And I liad done an hellish thing,

And it wMild work 'em woe :

For all averr'd I had kill'd the bird

That made the breeze to blow .

" Down Hi opt the breeze, the sails dropt down,

Twas sad as sad could be,

And we did speak only to break

The silence of the sea ....

*'
Water, water, every where

And all the boards did shrink;

Water, water, every where,

Nor any drop to drink.

" The very deeps did rot : O Christ !

That ever this should be !

Yea, slimy things did crawl with legs

Upon the slimy sea."

Extracts from the fourth Ballad.

tf The many men so beautiful,

And they all dead did lie !

And a million million slimy things

Liv'd onand so did I.

"
I look'd upon the rotting sea,

And drew my eye.-> away i

I look'd upon the ghaaly deck

And there the dead men lay....

" Bevond the bhado.v of the ship

I watchM the water-snakes :

They ruov'd in tracks of shining white ;

/Ind when they rear'd, the elfish light

Fell off in hoary flakes.

" Within the shadow of the ship

I waU-h'd their rich attire :

Blue, glossy green, and velvet black

They coil'd and swam
;
and every track

Was a flash of golden tire."

Shelvocke, at page 59, says,
" From the latitude of 40 to the latitude of

S3
3

30' we had a sight of continual shoals of seals and penguins, and were

constantly attended by Pintadj birds, about the bigness of a pidgeor, the

French call them Damiers, because their feathers being black and white,

are disposed in such a manner, as to make their backs and wings appear

chequered like a draught board. These were accompanied by Albitros&es,
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the largest sort of sea fowls, some of them extending their wings 12, or IS

foot. And whilst we had the river of Plate open, the sea thereabouts was

covered with prodigious quantities of large sea-weed, which often incom-

oioded us, it being impossible to avoid running sometimes amongst it, which

gave us much trou-ble to clear ourselves of it, and, at the same time deadened

our way. But as we went to the southward, this inconveniency left us.

After which we had on the surface of the water abundance of things appear-

ing like white snakes. We took some of them up, but could not perceive
there was any life in them, nor were they formed into any shape resem-

bling any kind of animal
; they being only a long cylinder of a white sort

of a jelly, nnd may probably be the spawn of some of the larger sort of

fijli. . ._.(P;sge 69.)
" Before we came on the coast of Terra del Fue^o,

we had not been sensible ofany helps or hindrance by any currents, from the

time that we had got to the southward of the river of Plate
;
but this after-

noon, (September 24th) we were hurried with incredible rapidity into the

Streishts, and just as we had gained somewhat more than mid passage, the

tide slacked.... But the northern tide rushing upon us with an equal vio-

le.ice with what had brought us in, it prevented my making any farther

remarks, and afforded matter of astonishment to us all to see how fast we
were driven out again, notwithstanding we had a fresh, fair gale at N.W.
*nd when at the same time we went six knots by the log, by which I cannot

judge this tide to run less than 10 knots in an hour: in short we were quite
carried oui in about an hour's time.

On tlie shifting of the tide at midnight, Shelvocke put through the Straits,

and thus continues his narrative. " Alter we had got well to sea, we
unstocked our anchors, and brought ihem aft, and got in our spritsail-yard

to ease our bos -and make every thing as snug as possible. We had found

it very cold Before we came this length, but now began to feel the extremity
of it. The bleak westerly winds of themselves would have Veen sufficiently

piercing, but they were always attended either with snow or sleet; which

continually beating on our sails and rigging, had cased the masts and every

rope vvkh ice, and had, in a manner, made our sails almost useless to us

Thursday, October 1. The cold is certainly much more insupportable in

these (S. lat. 61 30') than in the same latitudes to the northward.-...
In short one would think it impossible that any thing living could subsist in

so rigid a climate ; and, indeed, we all observed, that we had not had th

sijn of one fish of any kind, since we were come to the s southward of the

Straits of le Mair, nor one sea bird, except a disconsolate albitross, who

accompanied us for several days, hovering about us as if he had lost him-

self, 'till Hatley (my second captain) observing, in one of his melancholy
fits, that tins bird was always hovering near us, imagined, from his colour,
that it might be some ill omen.* That which, I suppose, induced him. the

* Ills to be wished that some of your Correspondents would eive iisaii account

ef the particular omens, viuch are considered as such by seamen. It M-OUI

siderably illustrate their extraordinary character, and make the subject of 3rE$

j;:'-rcsiiug letters.
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more to encourage his superstition, was the continued series of contrary

tempestuous winds, which had oppressed us ever since we had got into this

sea. But he that as it would, he, after some fruitless attempts, at length

fchot the alhitross, not doubting, perhaps, that we should have a fair wind

after it. I must own, that this navigation is truly melancholy, and was the

more so to us, who were by ourselves without a companion, which would

have somewhat diverted our thoughts from the reflection of being in such n

remote part of the world, and as it were, separated from the rest of man-

kind to struggle with the dangers of a stormy climate, far distant from any

port to have recourse to in case of the loss of masts, or any other accident,

nor any chance of receiving assistance from any other ship. These consi-

derations were enough to deject our spirits." This loneliness of a single

ship in the vast ocean is thus described in the 7th ballad of the Ancient

Mariner:

" O wedding-guest ! this soul hath been

Alone on a wide, wide sea :

So lonely 'twas, that God himself

Scarce seemed there to be."

The ship of the Ancient Mariner, like that of Captain Shclvocke, is lost.

The bold originality of Mr. Coleridge is in that part very striking :

" The ship went down like lead,

Stunned by that loud and dreadful sound,
Which sky and ocean smote :

Like one that hath been seven days drown'J

My body lay afloat : .

But, swift as dreams, myself I found

Within the pilot's boat.

Upon the whirl, where sank the ship

The boat spun round and round:

And all was still, save that the hill

Was telling of the sound."

Though the loss of the Speedwell was different as to the circumstances

ivliicli attended it, probably Captain Shelvocke's account continued to warm
the imagination of the poet, and to suggest some of his ideas. I will

therefore subjoin a part from Shelvocke's narrative of his second arrival at

the island of Juan Fernandez.

Having anchored in the road, in 40 fathom water, and made a warp fast

to the rocks to steady the ship, and by which they hauled their raft "f

water casks ashore apd aboard; on the C5th of May, 1720,
" A hap.

of wind, says Captain Shelvocko. i :u:-.c c >t of the sea upon us (a thing vc i v

uncommon, as has been reported) and brought in a great tumbling swell ;

to that in a few hours our cable, which was never net before, parted : u

dismal accident this, thr-rt: being no means to be used, or the least pi
;

of avoiding immediate destruc'.i: :;. L>.t IV .

cerpost-d ia our
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behalf so far, that if we had struck but a cable's length farther to the

eastward, or westward of the place where we did, we must inevitably have

perished. As soon as she touched the rocks, we were obliged to hold fast

by some part or other of the ship, otherwise the violence of the shocks she

had in striking, might have been sufficient to have thrown us all out of
her,'

into the seai Our mainmast, foremast, arid mizen-top-roast went all away
together. In short, words cannot express the wretched condition we were

in, or the surprise we were under of being so unfortunately shipwrecked,

or the dread we had upon us of starving on the uninhabited isle we were

thrown upon, in case we should escape the sea. We had reflections enough
to depress our spirits; but the work we had in hand, which was no less thau

to endeavour the saving ()f our lives (which were as yet in great suspence)

made every bodv active.

" It was happy for us (chap. vii. p. 207) that our masts fell all over the

offside, which gave us room to make a raft; by which means (and having

hands on shore, who had been there before the wind came on, and who
came down on the beach to assist us) we were all saved except one man.

I myself made a very narrow escape. In this surprise, the first thing I took

eare of was my commission, and remembering the powder to be uppermost
in the bread room, I got most of it up, with about seven or eight bags o

bread ; these we secured to windward, and saved the ship not coming to

pieces immediately : in a few minutes after she first struck she was full of

water, so that the surgeon's chest being stowed below, there was little or

nothing preserved out of that. We saved two or three compasses, and

some of our mathematical instruments and books. Before it was quite
dark we were all ashore in a very wet uncomfortable condition

; no place
to have recourse to for shelter from the boisterous wind and rain, except
the trees, nothing to cheer up our spirits after the fatigue and hazard in

getting from the wreck to the rocks, and no other prospect, but that after

having suffered much in this uninhabited place, we might in process of time
be taken away by some ship or other. Our ears were now saluted by the

melancholy bowlings of innumerable seals on the beach, who lay so thick

that we were obliged to clear our way of them as we went along; and

nothing presented itself to our sight but rocky precipices, inhospitable
woods dropping with the rain, lofty mountains, whose tops were hid by
thick clouds, and a tempestuous sea which had reduced us to the low state

we were now in. Thus were we without any one thing necessary in life,

not so much as a seat to sifupon to rest our limbs except the cold wet

ground, which as far as we could see, was also like to be our bed and

pillow, and proved to be so.

" That eve-.iing all the officers came to bear me company, and to consult

how we should contrive to get some necessaries out of the wreck, if she

was not in pieces by the next morning; and came to a resolution of losing
no time, in endeavouring to recover what we could out of the wreck : and

having by this time lighted a fire, wrapt themselves up in what they could

Set, kid round it, and notwithstanding the badness of the weather, slept

*
, &ron. ftol. XXV. e
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very soundly: and the next morning getting up with the first glimpse of

daylight, looked at each other like men awakened out of a dream
;
so great

and so sudden was the melancholy change of our condition, that we could

scarce believe our senses.''

In tjie Ancient Mariner we have the following passages in the 4th and

5th Baliadi :

u I dosed my lids and kept them close,

Till the balls like pulses beat;

Tor the sky and the sea, and the sea and the sky

Lay like a load on my weary eye,

And the dead vere at my feet.

. . . ." The moving Moon went up the sky
And no where did abide :

Softly she was going up,
And a star or two beside.

" Her beams bemock'd the sultry main

Like April hoar-frost spread ;

But where the ship's huge shadow lay,

The charmed water burnt alway
A still and awful red....

Ballad V.

sleep, it is a gentle thing

Belov'd from pole to pole!

To Mary-queen the praise be given
She sent the gentle sleep from Heaven
That slid into my souL

The silly buckets on the deck

That had so lonj remain'd,

1 dreamt that they were filled with dew,
And when I awoke it rain'J.

My lips were wet, my throat was cold,

My garments all were dank
;

Sure I bad drunken in my dreams

And still my body drank.

I mov'd, and could not feel my limbs,

I was so light --almost

I thought that I died in sleep

Aod was a blessed ghost.

Captain Shejvccke thus concludes his account of the island of Juan Fer-

aandez, and in a manner well adapted to call forth tbe imagination of a
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poet. (Page 257.)
" In short, every thing that one sees or hears in tb.it

place is perfectly romantic : the very structure of the island, in all its parts,

has a certain savage irregular beauty, which is not to be expressed : th

many prospects of lofty inaccessible hills, and the solitariness of the

gloomy narrow valleys, which a great part of the day enjoy little benefit

from the Sun ; and the fall of waters which one hears all around, would be

agreeable to none but those who would indulge themselves, for a time, in

a pensive melancholv. To conclude, nothing can be conceived more dis-

mally solemn, than to hear the silence of the still night destroyed by th

surf of the sea heating on the shore, together with the violent roaring of th

sea lions repeated all around by the echoes of deep vallies, the incessant

howling of the seal*, who according to their age, make a hoarser or a

shriller noise ; so that in this confused medley, a man might imagine that

he heard the different tones of all the species of animals upon earth mixed

together."

These extracts, Mr. Editor, may induce some of your readers to refer to

both these works, when they would feel much gratified even by a second

perusal of tnein ; and to such as have not preTiously met, either with the

Voyage, or the Poem, a powerful antidote is offered to the tedium of a

winter's cruise. Your humble Servant,

S. C.

^S^^f

MR. EDITOR,

JTX Mr. Price's valuable and interesting work on the Picturesque, as com-
**

pared with the sublime and beautiful, is the following passage respect-

in;: Marine Scenery, which will be perused with pleasure by many of your
readers. (Vol. I. part 2. chap. 9. page 287, 2d edition, 1796.) In speak-

ing pf the great beauty of trees, he says,
" Without them, the most varied

inequality of ground, rocks, and mountains even water itself, in all its

characters of brooks, rivers, lakes, cataracts, are comparatively cold,

savage, and uninteresting." Mr. Price then adds in a note,
" I have not

mentioned the sea, as in this country at least, trees will not succeed near

it, unless when it is land-locked ; and then (though their combination, as

at Mount Edgcumbe, is no less beautiful than uncommon) the sea itself

loses its grand imposing character, and puts on something of ihe appear-
ance of a lake. There trees are necessary ;

for a lake bounded by naked
rocks is a rude and dull landscape; but c'.iange the character of the ont
element only, let the tea break against those rocks, and trees will no longer
be thought of. The sublimity of such a picture, absorbs all idea of lesser

ornaments ; for no one can view the foam, the gulph, the impetuous mo-
t-ion of that world of waters, without a deep inlpre^sion of its destructive

and irresistible power. But sublimity is not it-> only character; for after

that first awful sensation is \\eakeued by u?e, the infinite variety in tii

forms of the waves, in their light and shadow, in the dashing of their

spray, and above all, the perpetu.il change of motion, continue to amusi

the eye iu detail, as much as the grandeur of the whole posseted the mia
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It is in this that it differs not only from motionless objects, but even from

rivers and cataracts, however diversified in their parts. In tiiem, the

spectator'secs no change from what he s;iw at first; the same breaks -in the

current, the same falls continue ; and po&si-.jiy on that account they require

the aid of trees : but the intricacies and varieties of waves breaking ag tiubt

rocks, are as endless as their motion."

I am, Mr. Editor, your's, &c.

TIM. WEATHERSIDE.
*^,^>,^

MR. EDITOR,*

ON my return from a cruise yesterday, T observed that the late papers

contain many accounts of the depredations committed on our trade

by the enemy's privateers in the narrow part of the Channel; and an

article in THE PILOT, of the IQth, which appears to be extracted from a

Sussex paper,f recommends the establishment of a number of light armed

launches on our coast, as a leasable scheme -of repressing the audacity and

frustrating the attacks of those "
puny foes." The same aiticle also con-

tains an indirect animadversion on the Admiralty, for not adopii g

the necessary measures for the effectual protection of the trade in this

part.

I must admire the zeal of the author of this article, although I cannot

but think it has hurried him into an erroneous opinion as to tlie insufficiency

of the existing system of protection afforded to our trade, and trnt In. ii '^

devised an impracticable method of obviating a repetition of the disasters

he complains of : I advise him, therefore, to uncertain the number and

disposition of the naval force on the Downs anil Portsmouth stations, be-

fore he concludes that it is insufficient ; and with respect to his system of

launches to be manned by Sea Fencibles (a corps no longer in existence),

he ought to have considered how far the means lie propo.-cs were commen-
surate to the accomplishment of the object he aims at,, before he suggested

to the public a plan, of which the design is futile, aiid the execution

impossible. The idea of keeping the French privateers in check at this

season of the year, by an armed launch, is so extremely preposterous and

absurd, as not to deserve serious ref'uiHtion. The French privateers come
out in the very worst weather ; and ho acknowledges tiiac it is when the

severity of a gale compels the cruisers to run for a roadstead, tii.u thw
are observed to be more than usual I v successful. Any seafaring man wiil

*e!l him, that launches of the description he mentions, could only be useful

in calms, or very light whirls, and th;U the most sanguine person could not

expect success from their exertion;, in the weather prevalent at this time

of year.
I agree with this gfntlcman, that the privateers infest our coasts in very

* This i;tter w;is ongi;i-.'lv addro^cti to the/editor of the Pilot, cveuiu_; i

paper: from whicli source \. .cted it, because it adopts and dcvHopcs
ideas we have uirewdy shewn cm.- . oils ;:i disseminating, and whicli will

be found well worth.y ; , . ui tiic owai'is aud .liwigutors of vessels
;

through the Channel. EDITOR.

f IVAV^L CHP.ONICLI;, Vul. XXIV. p. 460V
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great numbers, and they very frequently escape with impunity. This may

appear strange- to those who imagine, that ii" a British cruiser and a French

privateer, are in the "erne ?eas, the capture of the latter becomes inevitably

consequential. But without any subtilty of argument, or intricacy of de-

monstration, it may he shown, that on the coast, between Fairlee and- -the

South Foreland, whore the privateers are, I think, most numerous, there

are circumstances under which the difficulty of preventing them from pay-

ing their nocturnal visits to our coast, and returning again to their own

ports, amounts nearly to an impossibility. . In these long dark nights, when

the wind blows fresh on the French coast, they incur very little danger ot

capture, for the pilots of the King's vessels do not then feel themselves

warranted to make too free with the French shore, and the privateers,

aware of this, are careful to time their departure from the English side, so

as to enable them to reach their own coast before day-break. If they
succeed in making a capture during the night, which they too frequently do,

the run across that part of the Channel is so short, that three or four hours

carries them either into their harbours or under their batteries, and of

course out of the reach of recapture.

I am far, however, from considering it either impossible or difficult to

baffle the efforts of the privateers. I am of opinion, that the most effectual

method of preventing their successes, would be for the masters of merchant

ressels, and coasters in particular, to adhere strictly to those instructions,*

which desire them, on the appearance of a suspicious vessel in the night,

to fire guns, burn false fire?, or throw up rockets, with which they should

always be provided, and this would immediately apprize the cruisers of

the proximity of an enemy ; and I am persuaded the alarm' it would excite

in a privateer would frequently deter him from attacking a vessel who had

recourse to those measures. If, however, capture becomes inevitable, not

a moment should be lost in cutting the baulyards, sheets, braces, &c. In.

short, nothing should be left undone that could, by retarding the enemy, in

carrying the vessel to a French port, afford our cruisers a chance of re-

capture. This attention, so highly desirable 011 the part of the masters of

merchant vessels, would at once obviate the necessity of the construction

of launches, and of the increase of the naval establishment, and it would

facilitate the protection of the trade, and operate more against the successes

of the enemy than any expedient I can think it possible Lo devise.

With respect to the establishment of a light-house and harbour at New-

haven, I shall only observe, that the public ought to feel indebted to a per-

son who appears so desirous of promoting a work of such obvious and

important utility ; and although I have taken the liberty to consider his

observations on the launch system, as injudicious, yet it is evident, that he

lias been actuated by a very laudable zeal, and I have no doubt, if he

directs his pursuits to the acquisition of information on this subject, in a

very short time, the fertility of his genius will enable him to discover some

practicable method of protecting our trade with facility and effect.

Deal, December 1C. II. Y.

* NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XXIV. p. 3*7, where this suggestion will bt lound

anticipated.
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NORTH SEA.

A LIGHT-HOUSE having been erected on the Inch-Cape,* or Bel!.

Rock, at the entrance of the Firths of Forth and Tay, in nortli

lat. 56 'x!9' and west long. 2 2'2
;

the Commissioners of the Northern

Light-Houses herein give notice, that a Light will be exhibited thereupon

the night of Frid."\, t
l
>r 1st day of February, 1811, and each night there-

after, from tl.e departure of day-light in the evening, till the return of it in

the morning. The light is from oil, with reflectors, at the height of about

115 feer from low water, of spring tides. To distinguish if from others ou

the coos';, it is made to revolve horizontally, and to exhibit from all points

of the compass a bright light, and a light of a red colour alternately, both

shewing themselves in the space of three minute'? ; so that in each revolu-

tion of three minutes, there will be seen a brilliant light, appearing at a

distance IIKC a star of the first mag.iitude, which, after attaining full

strength., is gradually eclipsed and after a short interval of darkness, is

succeeded by H Sight of a red colour, which in like manner increases to full

strength, diminishes, and disappears. The coloured light, being less

powerful, ir.ay not be seen when the bright light is first noticed ; but the

periodicul revolution of the bright light will be sufficiently distinguishable.

In thick fouiry weather a bell will be tolled by machinery, night and day, at

intervals of half a minute. The floating light, moored two miles and a half

N.W. half N. from the Bell- Rock, will, from the 1st day of February,

1811, be discontinued ;
and as soon thereafter as the weather will permit,

the vessel will be removed from her station. By order of the Com-

missioners,

Edinburgh, Jan.3, 1311. C. CUNNINGHAM, Sec.

Extract of a Report from the Committee of the House of Commons,

appointed to consider of erecting a Light-house on the Bell or

Cape Rock, on the Eastern Coast of Scotland, near to the

Entrance of the Firth of Forth, (Ordered to be printed

1 July, 1803.)

Have proceeded to examine evidence with respect to the situation of the

said rock the benefits which would arise to the trade and navigation of the

kingdom, from a light-house thereon and, the practicability of erecting

and maintaining the same.

Your Committee find, from the evidence of the Honorable CV.ptaint

NAVAL CHRONICLE, XXLI. 3SI. XXIV. 193,

t Now Yice-ajdmiral Sir A. F. Coc.lirjme, K.B. brother to the Earl of Dundo,

xuUdi mid uncle to Captain Lord CuchidUf, ll.N.
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Oochrane, of II. M. Navy, (a member of this House) of Captain James

Dunbar, R.N.
;
and of Mr. Murdo Downie, master R.N. (who made a sur-

vey and charts of the E. coast of Scotland, which were published by the

approbation of the Admiralty); all ofwhom were occasionally stationed

on the coast of Scotland, and %vell acquainted with the Bell Rock : that this

Rock is situated at the opening of the bay, formed by the Read Head in

Forfarshire, on the N. side, and Fifeness on the S. ;
and is about 5 miles on

the outside of a line drawn between these twe points; that it lies in a

N.E. and S.W. direction, and is dangerous for about three quarters of a

mile, and for about two-thirds of that length is dry at low water : that the

N.E. end, which is the highest and broadest part, continues dry till half

flood : that there is very deep water close to it all round, except at the

S.W. point, where it is flat or shallow, wLich extends about a quarter of a

mile, and in that direction the danger from shallow water extends further:

that the breadth of the Rock is about 150 yards, and its length, including
the S.W. point, half a mile : that the losses on this Rock have been many,

perhaps more than is generally known ;
because in many cases all the per-

sons on board the vessels have been lost : that from the ruggedness of the

surface of the rock, the vessels driven on it are almost instantly dashed to

pieces by the waves
;

and the Rock being covered at half flood leaves no

hopes of any of the lives being saved, more particularly in gales of wind

blowing on the shore in the night time and in thick weather: that ships

coming from the north are deterred by dread of this Rock from coming near

the land and making for the Firth of Forth, a place of safety ; and being
therefore obliged to steer to the northward, are often driven on shore and

wrecked
; and ships steering along shore on the south are induced to run so

far from the land, that whon the wind blows strong from off the land, they
are often unable for several days to regain it : that if a Light-house were

erected on this Rock, ships, instead of avoiding it as they now do, would in

thick weather be glad of finding it, wishing to aicertuin their situation, from

not having before made the land, or being out of their reckoning, or from
the influence of the tides; but a Light-house upon it would serve as a bea-

con, from which they would shape their course for the Firth of Forth, or for

the Idver Tav, or in any other direction for safety : that in gales of wind at

E. and S.E. it sometimes happens that ships hound to Sunderland, to Shields

and to the southward, not being able, although unloaded, to take the bars

of these ports, are obliged to steer north for the Firth of Forth; and in such

gales, ships as far south as Yarmouth, are liable to be driven on the east

coast ofScotland, and to be wrecked on this Rock : that in a very hard gale

of wind in the year 1800, a great many of a large fleet that brought-to oft"

Flamborongh Head, were wrecked all along the east coast of Scotland, and

even as far north as Shetland ;
but if a Li^ht-house had been erected on

the Ik 11 Rock it might have enabled them to avoid the danger : that bebid.^

the benefit which the coasting trade would derive from this Light-house, the

Greenland, Hudson's Bay, Archangel, the White Sea, and Baltic shij >,

would likewise be greatly benefited : the Greenland and Archangel ships

n their return make Saint Abb's Head, when they have not made: iiuchuiv-
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ness, and consequently are exposed to thinker from this Rock; and the

ships coming from the Baltic to nny of the ports north of the Huraber are

likewise so exposed, being desirous of making Saint Abb's Head, and

getting in with the- land, to have the advantage of the western!/ winds: that

the returning Baltic ships, particularly convoys in time of war, steer far W.
to avoid Jut's Reef on the coast ot" Jutland, and make their southernly

course nearly down Mid-Channel, and in gales of wind at E.S.E. being

very liable to be driven on the coast of Scotland, are exposed to danger

from the same cause; in time of xvar, great part of the trade of the east

coast <>f Great Britain from America and the West Indies, come round by

the Orkneys to their different ports, and consequently are exposed to the

same danger : that die Bell Rock is considered as the greatest obstacle to

navigation of any Rock upon the coasts of the Kingdom, not already pro-

vided with Light-houses : that the purposes which a Light-house on this

Rock is intended to answer, could not be effected by any Light-houses to

he erected on shore, because in thick weather, the time of the greatest dan-

ger, such Light-houses could not be seen, whereas the Bcli Rock may be

approached very near without danger, from the deep soundings all round

it, except at the S.E. and vessels can safely approach so as to see the light

in the thickest weather.

It is agreed, by all the persons examined, that i". is practicable to erect a

Ijght-hor.se on this Rock, upon principles similar to those of the Eddy-
stone Light-house ; but that the expense will be considerable. That this

Rock is not, however, so much exposed as the Eddystone is, the swell of the

Eastern Sea not being equal to that of the WesternOcean. That it appears
that a sufficient foundation might be prepared on the north end of the Rock,
where the surface is highest and of the greatest dimensions. That artificers

could work live hours at the times of each low water in the day-time of the

summer months, and that if the building should be of masonry, the stones

to form it mi^lit be prepared on shore, marked and numbered, and carried

off to the Rock and properly placed.

Your Committee have annexed the extract of a letter addressed to the

Earl of Northesl;,* by Mr. Charles Roberts, master in the royal navy, con-

taining the result of a survey which he made of the Bell Rock.

[Here follows the recital of the several acts of parliament winch have

passed for erecting Light-houses in the northern parts of the kingdom.]

Your Committee rind, by a communication from the Commissioners of

the Northern Light-houses, that in pursuance of the several Acts, they

have erected the follow
ii,g Light-houses, riz.

On Kinn;tird's-!kad. On North-Ronaldsha. On the Point of Scalpa.
On Mull of [uni'.rc. -A tl^tinguishing Light-house on Plada. Two Light-

houses on the largest of the Peatlaod*Skerries in Orkm-y. A high tower or

btucon on the t>Urt Point of Sunday, in Orkney, intended to be converted

* A portrait and biographical memoir of this officer is in Vol. XV.
page 441.
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into a Light-house. And that the Commissioners are about to erect a

Light-house on the Island of Inch-Keith, in the River Forth.

It further appears, from the accounts of the said Commissioners, that the

amount of the duties as stated in the last account presented on the 6th

December, 1802, in the year ending 5th July, 1802, was 4,3861. 7s. 5d.;

and that in the year ending the said 5th July, 1802, they had expended for

repairs of light-houses 1,9831. 19s. 3d.; and for oil ?80l.; and that by the

surplus duties the Commissioners had been gradually enabled to purchase

22,0001. in government 3 per cent, annuities, intended as a permanent
fund for defraying the expense of maintaining the several light-houses.

It appears, from the accounts of four years, that the amount of the

duties received on an average of these four years, preceding the 5th July,

1802, was 3,GS9l. Is.
;
and that the average expense relating to the said

light-houses, for the same period of four years, was 1,9611. Is.; but during
the first of these four years the expense was much under the after

expenses.

It appears, from the said report of the Commissioners, that various

estimates have been suggested as to the expence of erecting a proper

light-house, but that the amount of the expense is very uncertain, and that

the present duties may not for a long time enable the Commissioners

to defray the probable expense of erecting, and maintaining a light-house

on tiie Bell or Cape Rock
;
and as it appears from the evidence, that it is

of great importance that such light-house should be erected with as little

delay as possible, it will be expedient to authorize the Commissioners to

levy and take further duties for that purpose, with power to borrow

a further sum on the credit of the said duties.

APPENDIX.

Extract of a Letter addressed to the Earl of NOETHESK, by CHARLES

ROBERTS, dated 17th September, 1802; containing the Result of

a Survey which he made of the Cape or Bell Rock, on the Eastern

Coast of Scotland, near the Entrance of the Firth of Forth, which

was transmitted by his Lordship to the Lords Commissioners cf

the Admiralty.

" In consequence of the number of vessels which have been wrecked on

ihe Cape or Bell Rork, within the last four years, during mv residence in

this neighbourhood, I was induced to examine its situation, extent, and

position, with respect to the different points and headlands in its vicinity;

and in order to accomplish the same, I made an actual survey of part of the

adjacent coast, and went out in a boat to the Rock, and placed my theodo-

lite on the N.E. part of it, which is the highest and out of water, and to;>k

the following bearings, and afterwards calculated the distances, viz. Mon-
trose Ness, N. 9 24' \V. 11 miles and throe quarters; the Redhead,
N. 16 24' \V. nine mik-s and a half; the Pieihc-nd of Arbroath, N. 42

W. eight miles and a half; the Blnlt' Point of the Sands of Barry to the;

8ar. '!}ron. 2IoI. XXV. H
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north of the entrance of Tay, N. 79 W. ten miles ; the easternmost steepte

of St. Andrew's, S. 61 26' VV. twelve miles and three quarters ; Balcome

House, S. 38 4' W. ten miles ; Fife-Ness, S. 34 44' W. nine miles and

three quarters ; and the Light-house on the Isle of May, S. 20 26' W.

thirteen miles and three quarters.

" This dangerous Hock trenches in a line towards Ftfcucss, S. 24 W.

It is bold and steep too, except on the S.W. cud, where it runs off in a flat;

on the inside of it close to the Rock there are 1? fathom water, and on the

outside from 16 to 22. The breadth of the Rock is 110 yards, its length

near half a mile, dry at low water ;
on the N.F,. end the surface is very

uneven, but in general the Rocks are from four to eight feet above the lo>*

water mark for nearly a quarter of a mile, and at high water spring tides,

there may be from 10 to 12 feet over the highest part of them, as the tide

rises at the springs-
about 20 feet, and ihen if the wind is in any direction off

the land, it becomes particularly dangerous, as from the smoothness of the

water, in consequence thereof, there is then no break, and its land-marks

are so distant, that if there is any haze on the shore, they cannot he seen ;

and at all times in the night, which is particularly long oi> this coast in win-

ter, hind-marks can be of no service in avoiding this dangerous Rock, which

has proved the destruction of many vessels, loss of much property, and a.

crifice of numbers of lives.

This dangerous Rock lies in the fair way of vessels navigating along the

coast from north to south and from south to north, as also those to and

from the east country, particularly bound to the ports within the Firth of

Forth, Dundee, Arbroath, Montrose, and Aberdeen ;
it is also particularly

dangerous for H. M.'s ships which may be cruising or sailing along this part

of the coast of Scotland.

For some time past it has been in agitation among the ship-owners, mas-

ters, and seamen of this part of the coast of Scotland, to take the dan-

gerous situation of this Rock, with respect to the navigation of the coast,

under their particular consideration, and endeavour to fall on the readiest

means to induce government to give its aid and assistance to remove this

bane of sailors, by erecting a Light-house thereon for the guiding of ships

along the COMt, od facilitating the navigation thereof; and in conse-

quence of representations msidc by them to the Commissioner for Abroath,

at the meeting of the Royal Burghs of Scotland at Edinburgh, to bring for-

ward the same, he did so
; and they ordered some of their members to

correspond with the Commissioners for the Northern Lights respecting the

matter, and some estimations have been made of the cxpenso of and erec-

tion for a Light on the said Rock, and also the duty necessary to be laid on

the tonnage of vessels navigating the east coast of Scot land, requisite t

delVav tlic expense of ihc same.

\\ l;i. !i duty appeared to be but trifling ;
but it was also found that it

required an act of Parliament to authori/e the levy oftttis duty, and there-

fore it would be necessary also to apply to Parliament for that authority,

which, I understand, i to be done smne time during the next session
;
and

s.ich a circumstance taking effect, would no doubt promuto the interest of
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ttris part of Scotland, and render the navigation of the coast thereof many

advantages, by contributing in a high degree to the safely of II. M.'s ships

which might at any time be cruising for the protection of this part of the

Kingdom, as well as those of tix; merchants following their commercial

view*."

CHARLES ROBERTS.

Letham, September nth, 1802.

CHRONOLOGICAL SKETCH

OF THE

MOST REMARKABLE NAVAL EVENTS
OF THE YEAR 1810.

JANUARY
1.

[I DESPATCHES received from General Don, announcing the
-"-*'

entire demolition of the basin, arsenal, magazines, and defen-

ces of Flushing, and the subsequent embarkation of the British troops, on

the 23d ult.

8. Accounts received of the reduction of the fortress of the island of

Bourbon, on the 21st of September, and the capture of u French frigate,

and recovery of two East Indiamen.

4. Treaty of Peace signed between France and Sweden.

FEBRUARY

2. The House of Commons resolved to inquire into the conduct of th

expedition to Walcheren.

The French army marched towards Cadiz, with an intention of

securing the French and Spanish fleets there, but the Duke of Albuquerque
and the Duke del I'arque united dieir forces and opposed them.

3. The Confiance French frig-.ite captured off Belleisle, by H. M.'s ship

Valiant, Captain BligU.

6. The garrisons of Guadeloupe surrendered the island, after a short but

seTere action, to H. M.'s land and sea forces, under the command of Sir

George Beckwith and Sir Alex. Cochrnne. Two French frigates, of 44

guns each, totally destroyed there on the 16th December.

12. Islands of Feroe and Iceland, with certain settlements on the coast
f Greenland, taken under British protection.

17- Dutch settlement of Amboyna, with six small ships of war, and 49

merchantmen, surrendered to H. M.'s land and sea forces, under the com-
mand of Captain Tucker, R.N.

Island of St. Martin surrendered to the forces of General Harcour
and Commodore Fahie at discretion.
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22. La Necessitc French frigate, of 40 guns, captured by II. .M.S. Ho-

ratio, Captain Scott.

MARCH
2. The House of Commons passed a vote of censure on the conduet < f

Lord Chatham, in privately presenting to his Majesty a narrative of his

operations in the Scheldt, and his Lordship resigned his office of Masier-

general of the Ordnance.

7. Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood died at sea.

6, 7, and 8. In a violent gale of wind, four Spanish ships of the line,

and many smaller vessels, were driven on shore, on the coa-t <>f C;di/ and

the Tagus, and several English, Portuguese, and A?nerican vessels, were

also materially damaged.

18 Island of St. Maura reduced by the troops under the cominand of

Brigadier-general Oswald.

30. The House of Commons, after a discussion of four nights, upon the

evidence taken before the Committee, came to a vote of approbation of the

expedition to the Scheldt.

APRIL
i. The King of Sweden is.-ued a Proclamation, prohibiting the use of

colonial produce to his subject;-, and the entrance of English ships into his

ports.

28. The Right Hon. Charles Yorke appointed First Lord of the Admi-

ralty, vice Lord Mulgrave.

MAY
1. His Majesty's ships Spartan and Success engaged and drove on shore,

near the island of Capri, a squadron of French and Neapolitan ships and

gun boats.

Captain Willoughby, of II. M. S. Xereide, landed at Jacotel, in the

Isle of France, with a body of seamen and marines, defeated the garrison,

and spiked the guns; but from the fewness of his men, was compelled to

re-embark them.

The President of the United States issued a Proclamation, declaring

that France had revoked her Berlin Decree.

JUNE
. An enemy's convoy driven into the harbour of Grao, and destroyed by

borus despatched from Sir Charles. Cotton's fleet.

3. In a gale of wind, the Oa-tilla and Argonaut, Spanish prison ships,

were drifted on shore at Cadiz, near the enemy's Imttcrie?, and many pri-

soners escaped, but the ships were got ufl'with some damage.

JULY

1. A dreadful hurricane and storm, which occasioned many accidents in

London and elsewhere.

Louis Bonaparte resigned the Crown of Holland in favour cf his

two sons.

8. Island of Bourbon surrendered by capitulation to the land and sea
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forces, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Keating and Admiral

Rowley.

10. Buonaparte formally annexed Holland to France.

17. The Queen Charlotte man of war, of 98 guns, launched atDeptford.

SO. A Neapolitan flotilla was intercepted off Amantea by his Majesty's

ship Thames, Captain Waklegrave, and a number of Sicilian gun boats ;

3 T vessels full of stores were taken and carried into Messina, and the re-

mainder destroyed.

22. A Council of Marine ordered to be established in France, to attend

to the affairs of the navy.

AUGUST
8. The Spanish Council of Regency declare the province of the Caraccas

in a state of rigorous blockade.

11. Dreadful earthquake at St. Michael's, which destroyed 32 persons,

arid 22 houses.

12. Fourteen Spanish ships of the line fitted Out, and sent on different

destinations, to avoid the possibility of their falling into the possession of

the French.

18. Canal of Corfu declared in a state of blockade by his Majesty's

naval forces.

21. Bernadotte, the French General, elected Crown Prince of Sweden

by the Diet.

23. Lucien Bonaparte, with his family, arrived at Malta.

His Majesty's ships Sinus, Nereide, and Magicienne, gallantly

attacked several of the enemy's ships in the Isle of France, and drove them

on shore, but were unfortunately stranded themselves, and after a des-

perate defence against the batteries on shore, the crews were compelled to

set them on fire.

SEPTEMBER
18. Murat attempted a landing in Sicily, but .was compelled to abandon

the enterprise, with the loss of 3,500 men, ia killed, wounded, and

prisoners.

24. The Spanish Cortes assembled for the first time in the Isle of Leon.

OCTOBER
s

7. A raging fever broke out at Carthagena, which soon disappeared.

29. Daily bulletins of his Majesty's health, signed by the physicians, be-

gan to be exhibited at St. James's.

NOVEMBER
2. Died, at Windsor Palace, her Royal Highness the Princess Amelia.

8. Mr. Mackenzie, who was sent to France, to treat for an exchange of

prisoners with this country, returned, being unable to accomplish the ob-

ject of his mission.

12. A great stonn happened, which inundated many parts of the country,

and injured an immense property.



54 CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

13. Count Gottorp, the late King of Sweden, arrived in England.

19. Sweden declared war against England.

28. Buonaparte issued an order for all able seamen in the Hause Townt

to enter into the French service.

DECEMBER
13. Lucien Bonaparte arrived in England-

:.'!. An Algerine Ambassador to the English Court arrived in London.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

$0. XLV.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

TJe wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drowii'd.

LOSS OF THE PALLAS, AND NYMPHE, FRIGATES.

E Pallas, Captain Paris Monke, and the Nymphe, Captain E. S.

Clay were lost at the entrance of the Frith of Forth, on the night of

the 18th of December, 1810, in consequence of their mistaking a lime

kiln, burning at Broxmouth, for the May light, and the May light for the

Bell Rock. " Tlie Pallas," says a letter, dated Dunbar, December 19,
M came on shore at the vault, about a mile to the eastward of this. La

Nymphe came on shore near Skateraw ; the crew of the latter all saved, but

the ship a wreck ;
a great many of the Pallas's crew are drowned, and six

dead bodies were carried oft' the beach. These vessels had returned from

a cruise in the North Seas. The life-boat was sent thrice to the Pallas,

the last time unfortunately upset, and one of the hands drowned, the" coast

being very rocky."

Another letter, of the same date, from an officer of the Royals, slates as

follows :

u Our coast presents i dreadful spectacle ot" the wrecks of two fine

frigates, die Pallas, of 32 guns, and Nymphe, ol 36. The one a mile toe-

)w Dunbar, and the other three miles further. Coming up the Frith, at

half-past ten last night, when at the rate of ten knots an hour, .they both

ran aground on the rocks, and exhibit a total wreck, the coast all strewed

with beams, plauks, casks, &c. Fortunately only seven or eight men have

lost their lives in both, who were brought ashore, and every means in vain

tried for their recovery. Saw the first lieutenant brought out apparently

dead; but, after half an hour, was so far recovered as to be removed to

the Duchess of Roxburgh's, now well. It was eleven this morning before

a -boot could go to their assistance, although within a cable's length of the

shore
;
and the life-boat upset with 40 men in it. Luckily only on

drowned***
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" Most of our regiment have been there all day guarding the wrecks, and

assisting as far as they could. The miserable appearance of the half

drowned seamen, as they were carried ashore, was truly deplorable."

The following more detailed account, respecting the Pallas, is extracted

from a letter, written by one of her officers, of the date of December 22 :

" On Tuesday, the 18th instant, a heavy sea and a strong gale from the

N.N.E. got up in the evening, when we trusted we were steering a direct

course for Leith Roads, shaping a regular course by the light of the May,
in which we were unfortunately mistaken, this light being that of a lirne

kiln, instead of the May.
" In consequence of this, about half-past ten of that night, the ship

struck upon a reef of rocks itbout two miles to the southward of this place,

and in ten minutes had thirteen feet water in her hold, which rendered

every exertion to get her off ineffectual. We fired guns, and threw out

signals of distress, when, by the help of great fires, which the Hon. Mr.

Manners, of Bfoxmouth, and the other inhabitants of this town, had kin-

dled, we perceived that our distress was known on shore, and that they

were busied in preparing the life- boat to come to our assistance; but the

sea running high, it was impossible, during the darkness of the night, to

come off to us. Think what our situation then was, the sea was making u

complete breach over us, our masts cut away, and our decks falling in, and,

when daylight appeared, the first object we saw was the bottom of the

vessel, containing the iron ballast, separated from the upper works, and at

some distance from us. Every person adopted such measures as seemed

best for saving his own life. A Portuguese sailor, who was an excellent

swimmer, jumped from the wreck, and got safe on shore. Several other*

followed his example, five of whom perished in the attempt. About eleven

o'clock A.M. the life-boat got alongside, and made two successful trip,
but in the third she was upset, with five of our Crew, and, much to be

lamented ! one of the bravest fellows who belonged to the boat was

drowned. Captain Mouke was in the life-boat at that time, who was

with great difticuly got on board the wreck, and afterwards landed insen-

sible. The Hon Captain Muitlaud curried him off to his father's house at

Dunhar, where he remains considerably bruised. The first lieutenant,

Walker, was taken on shore to all appearance lifeless; but, from the uu-

remitted attention of Mr. Manners, and the medical aid which he had pro-

rided, he was restored to life, but continues so weak that he is yet unable

to leave Broxmouth, the seat of the Duchess of Roxburgh, to which he was

carried, and where he has been nursed with parental care. Many of the

officers and crew (and among them myself) were insensible in what man-

ner they were preserved from a watery grave ;
and here I must signify the

united wish both of officers and crew, to express their heartfelt gratitude

to the Hon. Mr. Manners, to whose judicious arrangement, and humane

exertions, they are indebted for their safety, and who. after getting us on

shore, lodged, fed, and furnished with dry clothes, about J50 of us. Nor
was his Lady, l.he Duchess of Roxbourg, less active in her depart UK-jit, for

she went from room to room for tho
j urpose of seeing that ceiy comtUrl
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should be administered to the wretched sufferers. In short, the benevo-

lence and humanity of this worthy pair are beyond all praise, and they have

now the inexpressible pleasure of seeing the objects of their care so far re-

covered as to be able to leave that hospitable mansion. Of Dr. Johnston,

for his medical assistance, and of the inhabitants of Dunbar in general, for

their kindness and attention, the officers of the Pallas i'ecl a grateful remem-

brance. I must not omit to mention, that, if the judicious orders issued

bv the commanding officer of the Royals, Colonel M'Leod, hud been

followed, not only a great share of the stores of the Pallas, but u consi-

derable part of the officers' private property had been saved, which are now

lost. As an individual, he contributed every thing in his power for our

comfort. Admiral Otway, also, with that promptitude and attention for

which he is so conspicuous, immediately, on hearing of our disaster,

despatched the Fancy, and several brigs, to render us every assistance in

their power, and the major part of our surviving crew are now on board

these vessels."

THE MINOTAUR.
His Majesty's ship Minotaur, of 74 guns, Captain Barrett, was lost on

the Ilaak Sands, at the mouth of the Texel, on the night of the~22d of

December, 1810. She left Gottenburgh on the I5th, in company with the

Plantagenet and Loire, with sixty sail of ships under convoy, in tempestu-

ous weather. The following Dutch official statement of her loss, is all that

kas yet appeared, deserving of notice, relating to that melancholy event.

" Amsterdam, December 25.

* TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MINISTER OF MARINE AND COLONIES.
**

SIR, In the absence of Vice-admiral De Winter, Count oflluessen,

I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that the English ship the

Minotaur, of 74 guns, with a crew of 590* men, and commanded by Cap-
tain John Barrett, was wrecked on the Ilaak's Bank, on the night of the

2<2d inst. Captain Musquetie, commander in the Texel Roads, sent at day-

break on the 23d the aviso and pilot boat the Dunker, to reconnoitre the

vessel that had been wrecked, but the wind and heavy sea prevented her

from approaching the vessel. She had lost her masts, and was under water

from about half way up the bowsprit to behind the mainmast. The waves

broke over the remainder of her. One hundred and ten of the crew, not-

withstanding, succeeded in saving themselves in the boats. They landed

behind the Texel Island, near the village of fvoog, where thr-y were made

prisoners
of war by the troops stationed in that quarter. Among the pri-

sjncrs was a lieutenant, the surgeon, and eight midshipmen. The Mino-

taur was on her way from the Baltic to Yarmouth, in company with the

Plaiitaaenet, a ship of the line, from which she- was separated by the storm

which drove her on itiu Ilaaks.
"

I have the honour to bp, &c.
" C. LANGEUELD, Chief of the Staff

of the Third Maritime District of the >,orth Const."

* \Ye have been informed, thai she had not more than 170 men on board, being
short of her complement.



57

PLATE CCCXXIX.

HE annexed view of the Naval Hospital at Madras, is engraved by

Baily, from a drawing, made upon the spot, by J. Inman, Esq. ne-

phew of the late Captain Henry Inman ; a portrait of whom, accompanied

by a memoir of his professional services, appears at the beginning of this

volume.

The 'Hospital, which is airy and commodious, capable of accommodating
500 patients, and in every respect calculated to promote their health and

comfort, was built under the joint auspices of Sir Edward Pellew,* and

Admiral Drury, the present commander-in-chief upon the India station.

To the liberal mind of the latter officer, we understand, it is particularly

indebted for its veranda, and various other important advantages.

The larger hospital to the right, is appropriated to the use of the petty

officers, seamen, and marines. The ground floor of the building next to it>

is the dispensary; the upper floor consisting of a dining room, and two

bed rooms, for the accommodation of the lieutenant-governor and dis-

penser. The under part of the third is allotted to sick officers, and the

upper part to the residence of the captain or governor. The fourth buijd

in on the left is for the surgeon.

PHYSIOLOGY.

(ITTVR. WOLLASTON being appointed to read the last Croonian lecture
-"-'

before the Royal Society of London, commenced his discourse by

observing, that the remarks which he had to offer on the occasion, might

be thought to bear too little direct relation to each other for insertion in

the same lecture, yet that any observation respecting the mode of action

of voluntary muscles, and every enquiry into the causes which derange,

and into the means of assisting, the action of the heart and blood vessels,

must be allowed to promote the design of Dr. Croone, who had instituted

these annual disquisitions. He accordingly divided his discourse into

three parts: viz. on the " duration of voluntary action ;" on " the origin,

of sea sickness," as arising from a" simple mechanical cause, deranging the

circulation of the blood; and then he endeavours to explain the advan~

tage derived from riding, and other modes of gestation, in assisting the

health under various circumstances, in preference to every species of

actual exertion.

* A biographical memoir of Sir Edward Peikw will be found in the XVilltk

Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 441.

Cjwwu ftol, XXV. i
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In speaking of the duration of muscular action, he observes, that besides

the necessity of occasional intermissions from a series of laborious exer-

tions, and tlie fatigue of continuing the effort of any one voluntary muscle

without intermission, which are obvious to every person, there is a third

view of the subject, viz. that each effort, though apparently single, consists

in reality of a number of contractions repeated at extremely short intervals;

so short that the intermediate relaxations cannot be visible, unless pro-

longed bevond the usual limits by a state of partial or general debility. The

existence of these alternate motions he infers from a sensation perceptible

upon inserting the extremity of the finger into the ear, because a sound it

then perceived which resembles that of carriages at a distance passing

rapidly over a pavement, and their frequency he estimates at twenty or

thirty in a second : and he adds, that the resemblance of the muscular

vibrations to the sound of carriages at a distance, arises not so much from

the quality of the sound as from an agreement in frequency with an average

of the tremors usually produced by the number of stones in the regular

pavement of London passed over by carriages moving quickly. If the num-

ber of vibrations be twenty-four in a second, and the breadth of each stone

be six inches, the rate of the carriage would be about eight miles in an

hour, which agrees with the truth of the facts on which the estimate

is founded.

The doctor was led to the investigation of the cause of sea-sickness from

what he himself experienced in a voyage. He first observed a peculiarity

in his mode of respiration, evidently connected with the motion of the

vessel : that his respirations were not taken with the accustomed uniformity,

but were interrupted by irregular pauses, with an appearance of watching

for some favourable opportunity for making a succeeding effort; and it

seemed as if the act of inspiration were in some manner to be guided by
the tendency of the vessel to pitch with an uneasy motion. Thk action he

thought, affected the system by its influence on the motion of the blood ;

for at the same instant that the chest is dilated for the reception of air,

its vessels become also more open to the reception of the blood, so that

the return of blood from the head is more free than at any other period of

complete respiration. But by the act of expelling air from the lungs, the

ingress of the blood is so far obstructed, that when the surface of the

brain is exposed by the trepan, a successive turgescence and subsidence of

the brain is seen in alternate motion with the different states of the chest.

Hence, perhaps, in severe head-aches a degree of temporary relief is ob-

taiued by occasional complete inspirations : in sou sickness also the act of

inspiration will have some tendency to relieve, if regulated so as to coun-

teract any temporary pressure of blood upon the brain. The principal
uneasiness is felt during the subsidence of the vessel by the sinking of the

wave on whieh it rests. It is during this subsidence that the blood has a

tendency to press with unusual force upon the brain. This fact is eluci-

dated by reasoning, and by what is known to occur in the barometer,

which, when carried out to sea in a calm, rests at the same height at which

it would stand on the shore
; but when the ship falls by the subsidence
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of the wave, the mercury is seen apparently to rise in the tube that con-

tains it, because a portion of its gravity is then employed in occasioning its

descent along with the vessel; and accordingly, if it were confined in a

tube closed at bottom, it would no longer press with its whole weisht upon
the lower end. In tlie same manner, and for the same reason, the blood
no longer presses downwards with its whole weight, and will be driven

upwards by the elasticity which before was merely sufficient to support it.

The sickness occasioned by swinging may be explained in the same way.
It is in descending fowards that this sensation is perceived; for then the

blood has the greatest tendency to move from the feet towards the head,
since the line joining them is in the direction of the motion; but when the

descent is backwards, the motion is transverse to the line of the body; it

occasions little inconvenience, becnuse the tendency to propel the blood

towards the head is inconsiderable.

Dr. Wollaston thinks that the contents of the intestines are also affected

by the samf cause as the blood; and if these have any direct disposition to

regurgitate, this consequence will be in no degree counteracted by the

process of respiration.
" In thus referring," says our author, "the sen-

sations of sea-sickness in so greyt a degree to the agency of mere mecha-
nical pressure, I feel confirmed by considering the consequence of an

opposite motion, which by too quickly withdrawing blood from the hear),

occasions a tendency to faint, or that approach to fainting which amounts
to a momentary giddiness with diminution of muscular power. At a time

when I was much fatigued by exercise, I had occasion to run to some

distance, and scat myself under a low wall for shelter from a very heavy
shower. In rising suddenly from this position, I was attacked with such

a degree of giddiness^. that I involuntarily dropped into my former posture,
and was instantaneously relieved by return of blood to the head, from every
sensation of uneasiness. Since that time the same affection has frequently
occurred to me in slighter degrees ; and I have observed, that it has been

under similar circumstances of rising suddenly from an inclined position,

after some degree of previous fatigue, sinking down again immediately re-

moves the giddiness ;
and then by rising a second time more gradually, the

same sensation is avoided."

Li his observations on the salutary effects of riding, &c. Dr. Wollaston

observes, that although the term gestation is employed by medical writers

as a. general term comprehending riding on horseback, or in a carriage, yet

he suspects that no explanation has yet been given of the peculiar advan-

tages of external motion
;
nor does he think that the benefits to be derived

from carriage exercise have been estimated so highly as they ought. Under

the term exercise, active exercise has been too frequently confounded with

passive gestation, and fatiguing efforts have beeii substituted for motions

that are agreeable, and even invigorating, when duly adapted to the strength

of the invalid, awd the nature of his indisposition. His explanation of the

effects of external motion upon the circulation of the blood is founded upon
a part of the structure observable in th venous system. The valves allovr

a free passage to the blood, when propelled forward by any motion tba*
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assists its progress; but they oppose an immediate obstacle to such ns hate

a contrary tendency. The circulation is consequently helped forward by

every degree of gentle agitation. The heart is supported in any laborious

effort; it is assisted in the great work of restoring a system, which has

recently struggled with some violent attack
;
or it is allowed as it were to

rest from a labour to which it is unequal, when the powers of life are

nearly exhausted by any lingering disorder. In the relief thus afforded to

an organ so essential to life, all other vital functions must necessarily par-

ticipate, and the offices of secretion and assimilation will be promoted

during such comparative repose from laborious exertion. Even the powers

of the mind are, in many persons, manifestly affected by these kinds of

motion. It is not only in cases of absolute deficiency of power to carry on

the customary circulation, that the beneficial effects of gestation are felt,

but equally so, when comparative inability arises from redundancy of matter

to be propelled. When, from fullness of blood, the circulation is obstructed,

the whole system labours under a feeling of agitation, with that sensibility

to sudden impressions, which is usually termed nervousness. The mind

becomes incapable of any deliberate consideration, and is impressed with

horrors that have no foundation but in a distempered imagination. The

composed serenity of mind that succeeds to the previous alarm, is described

by some persons with a degree of satisfaction that evinces the decided

influence of the remedy.
Dr. Wollaston quotes a very striking fact in justification of his theory;

and adds,
" If vigour can in any instance be directly given, a man may

certainly be said to receive it in the most direct mode, when the service of

impelling forward the circulation of his blood is performed by external

means. The first mover of the systems is thereby wound up, and the several

subordinate operations of the machine must each be performed with

greater freedom, in consequence of this general supply of power." In many
cases (he further observes) the cure of a patient has been solely owing

to the external agitation of his body, which must be allowed to have had

the affect of relieving the heart and arteries from a great part of their

exertion in propelling the blood, and may therefore have contributed to the

cure by that means only. Different degrees of excrsise must be adapted
to the different degrees of bodily strength; and in some cases, a gentle,

long-continued, and perhaps incessant, motion may be requisite ; and, in

these circumstances, sea voyages have sometimes been attended with

remarkable advantages.

It will be recollected by our readers, that a young man, in the autumn

of last year, went into a room in which were two healthy rattle-snakes, and

that after teasing them some time, one of them bit him, of which wound he

lingered from the 17th of October till November 4, when he died. Mr.

Everard Home, who attended the man through his sufferings, has laid before

the Royal Society a most accurate and minute statement of the symptoms
that occurred, and of the means made use of to avert the evil. After this,

lie refers to several other cases sent from India to Dr. Patrick Russell, and

to an experiment which he made in the year 1783, while in the island of
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St. Lucia: from all which he infers, that the effects of the bite of a snake

vary according to the intensity of the poison. When it is very active, the

local irritation is so sudden, andjso violent, that death soon takes place ;
but

the only alteration of structure of the body is in the parts close to the bite,

where the cellular membrane is completely destroyed, and the neighbour-

ing muscles very considerably inflamed. When the poison is less intense,

the shock to the general system does not prove fatal; it brings on delirium

in a slight degree, and great pain ; but if the poison produce a local injury

of sufficient extent, the patient also dies, while all slighter cases recover.

The effect of the poison on the constitution is so immediate, and the irrita-

bility of the stomach is go great, that there is no opportunity of exhibiting

medicines till it has fairly taken place, and then there is little chance of bene-

ficial effects being produced. The only rational local treatment to prevent

the secondary mischief is making ligatures above the tumefied part, to cow*

press the cellular membrane and set bounds to the swelling, which only

spreads in the loose parts under the skin; and then scarifying, freely the

parts already swoln, that the effused serum may escape, and the 'mutter be

discharged, at soon us formed-

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'u no more.

FALCONER.

REFERENCES to antient authors for the elucidation of present events,

are always gratifying and impressive to those who have had the benefit of

classical education. In our last volume (page 488) we gave a passage from

Horace most aptly adduced by Lord Grenville in the House of Peers ou

29 November. We now present the counter quotation from Virgil, no less

forcibly given by the Earl of Harrowby on the same occasion with its con-

text, and with an approved translation that by Pitt, which, by Hie fiat of

Dr. Samuel Johnson, contrary to the popular predilection for Dryden's ver-

sion, ought to be preferred for the purposes of literature beyond all other?

extant. This article will, we think, be particularly relished by naval

readers who may chance to receive the present volume of the N. C. on the

Mediterranean station, and perchance even in sight of Cape Palinuro.

lp)RINCEPS ante omnes densum Pulinuras agebat
**-

Agmen : ad hunc aiii cursum contendere jussi.

Jamque fere mediam coeli nox humida metam

Contigerat ; placida. laxurent membra quiete

Sub remis ilisi.per dura sedilia nautae.

Cum lev-is ethereis deiapsus Sornnus ab astris
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Aira dimovit tenebrosum, & dispulit umbra*,

Te, Palinure, petens, tibi tristia soinnia purta'i*

Insonti: puppirjue Deus consedit in alta,

Pliorbanti* similis, fuditque has ore loquelas:

Taside Palinnre, feruiit ipsa aequora classem,

/Fquatrc spirant auras : datur hora quieti.

Pone caput, fessosque oculos furare labori.

Ipse ego paulisper pro te tua mtincra inibo.

Cui vix attollens Palinurus lumina fatur:

Mene salis placidi vultum, fluctnsque quietos

Ignorare jubes? mcne liuic confidere monstro?

TEneam credain quid enisn fallacibus Austria,

Kt coeli toties decepttis fraude sereni ?

Talia dicta dabnt: clavumque affixus & li^rens

Nusquam amittebat, oculosqne sub astra tenebat.

Ecce Deus ramum letbaeo rore madentem,

Vique soporatum Stygia, super utraqtic quassat

Tempora ; cuctantique natantia lurnina solvit.

Vix primos inopina c|iiies laxaverat artus,

Et superincumbcns, cum puppis parte revulsA,

Cuinque gubernaclo liquiclns projecit in undas

Pra;cipitem, ac socios nequicquam saepe vocantem.

Ipse volans tenues se sustulit ales in auras.

Currit iter tutum non serius tecjuore classis,

Promissisque patris Xeptuni intcrrita fertur.

Jamque adeo scopulos Sirenum advccta subibat,

Difficiles quondam, multorumque oseibus albos ;

Turn rauca assiduo longfe sale saxa sonabant :

Cum patert amisso fluitantem errare ni

Sensit, & ipse rarciu nocturnis rexit in

Multa gemeiis, casuque aniniuni coucussus amici :

O nimium ccvln, ^c pela^o contie sereno,

Nudus in ignota, Palinure, jacebis arcn&. (ViP.r.n. JEW. v.)

tRANiLATIOK.

Now balf tbe night tliro' Heav'n had roll'd uway,
The sailors strctch'd alor.^ their benches lay,

When thro' the parting vapours swiftly flies

The god of slumbers from ih' etherial skies.

To thee, poor PALJNURF., he came, and shed

A fatal sleep on thy devoted head !

* Phwrbas supposed to nioair a sou of Priam o name.'. . tix f4lht

or ancestor of FrJmurm.

t ^Cutas.
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High on the stern his silent stand he took

In PHOKBAS' shape; and thus the phantom spoke :

Behold, the fleet, my friend, securely sails,

Steer'd by the floods and wafted by the gales !

Now steal a moment's rest; myself will guide

Awhile the vessel o'er the floating tide.

To whom the careful PALIMJRE replies,

While scarce he rais'd his heavy closing eyes :

Me \vouldst thou urge in sleep to sink away ?

And fondly credit such a flattering sea?

Too well, ray friend, I know the treach'rous main,
Too well, to tempt the monster's smiles again !

Too oft deceiv'd by such a calm before,

I trust mv master to the winds no more.

This said, he grasp'cl the helm, and fixt his eyes

On every guiding star that gilds the skies.

Then o'er his temples shook the wrathful god
A branch, deep-drench'd in Lethe's silent flood.

The potent charm the dews of slumber steep,

And soon weigh down his swimming eyes to sleep.

Scarce yet his languid limbs had sunk away,
When o'er the wretch the god incumbent lay,

And, with a shatter'd fragment of the ship,

Bore down the helm and pilot to the deep;

Headlong he tumbles in the flashing main,
And calls for succour to his friends in vain.

Swift from the stern the traitor phantom flies,

And with spread pinions mounts the golJen skiei ;

Yet tmoolh along theflood the navy rode,

Safe in thepromite of t fie wat'ry god.
Now they approach the Syren's dangerous coast,

Once rough, and infamous for vessels lost.

Huge heaps of bones still whiten all the shore ;

And, dash'd from rock to rock, the billows roar.

The watchful Prince th' endansier'd galley found,

Without a pilot, strike on shoaly ground ;

Himself then took the task, by night to guide
The wand'nng vessel o'er the rolling tide :

O dear lamented friend ! (the hero cries)

For faith repos'd on flattering seas and

Cast 0:1 a foreign shore thy naked body lies ! ) (Pirr.)

cries) ~)

skies. >

vlies! ) (
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THE TALE OF IVAR, PRINCE OF DENMARK.

(FROM COTTLE'S ALFRED. BOOK i.)

<
"JTVAR, the evening before he departed from Denmark, to invade
-"-

Alfred, visits, with the Ocean Hag, her mother, the sleeping Sor-

ceress ;
whose bed was a stone coffin, in the centre of the earth, her

w hiding-sheet snow,
in which her icy limbs reposed."

" Hide not the venturous tale,

The sisters answered. '

Say the sorceress words

And what thy future fortunes.' Ivar spake
*

Though terrible, I will declare the past.
* When from my father's halls I sought the shore,

Thick darkness veil'd the sky, and the fierce winds,

Then rising, presaged the impending storm.

As by the waves I strode, I saw a man,
A mariner.

' Well met, I him addressed,

Launch out thy bark ! for I am bound to find

The witch's habitation : dost thou know

Her secret dwelling?'
* Well I know the spot

Her secret dwelling,' spake the mariner:
*
But, hark ! the winds are rising. See the waves

Heaving their monstrous heads. At such an hour

'Twere death to venture.' Wrathful thus I cried.

' Thou dastard spirit, know thy prince is nigh;

'Tis Ivar's voice thou nearest. Launch the bark !'

The man replied' I, other master serve,

No choice is mine, I must deny thy will,

And patient tread this shore.* '

Deny thy prince,"

Enraged I cried, when with my dagger true

I stabbed him to the heart. The mariner

Fell lifeless, and I forth pursued my way.

Ts'ot long I strayed, ere to another man,
A mariner, I came; who pondering stood:

* Well met,' I cried,
'

thy Prince is bound to find

The witch's habitation: launch thy bark !
'

The mariner in silence launch'd his bark,

And o'er the boisterous ocean urged his course.

*' Now darker grew the crowded atmosphere.

There was no moon on high, and not a star

Peeped through the sable canopy : the blast

Rang loud, and now with roar more terrible,

Swept o'er the foaming waves.
' Bust dost thou know

In this tempestuous hour the certain course?*

Eager I asked him. Slowly he replied

'I know the course.
1

Struck with mysterious awe,
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I would have sought the shore; but we were now

Far o'er the ocean, whilst as thus we sailed

More furious howled the storm
;
and in the air

So hlack and pitchy forms appeared to float

More black, and of terrific character:

'But dost thouknow the way ?' withfaultering words,

Again I asked him. Slow the boatman spake,

'I know the way? A moment's calm prevailed,

The mountain billows heed their foaming heads \

Suspended in the clouds, to aid the still

And petrifying silence; then again

They fell in thundering cataracts. The winds

Burst on resistless, and together joined

Ocean and air t' augment the fearful scene

'

Unspeakable.
' But dost thou know the way ?'

Once more I asked him. 'Well I know the way?
In the same tone he answered

;
whilst the sea

Now fiercer grown, raved with transcendent wrath,

And every blast that shook the element,

Seemed like the blast portentous of man's end.
'
I cannot see thy face !' I then exclaimed,

' And whither are we sailing? Fearful man
I know thee not Speak ! I conjure tliee speak,

Though it may tear a dagger to my heart,

This horrid silence chills me.' Not a word

Answered the mariner
;,
and as I looked

With shuddering expectation o'er his face,

There shone a glow of light miraculous;

And, by ir, in the helmsman I beheld

The man I murdered ! Ghostly beani'd his eye,

His cheek was thin and sallow, and the wound

Deep in his side trembling I gazed upon,
And as I gazed, speechless, and wild with dread,

The light withdrew, and all again was dark,

Darkness and tempests, and the rushing wind.

" Now fast we speed o'er ocean, when a wave

Tossed on a rock die bark : it instant bulged.

Upon the rock I climbed, and earnest looked

For shore or shelter. When, oh shame to tell,

Terror consumed my soul 1 feared the prize,

Tli* immortal prize for which alone I toiled,

Was then to be caught from me, and the flood

Receive mat heart which panted but to die

The dea.h ,jf iifroes Whilst I mazing stood

A light drew nigh, and now it nearer came,
And .stili more near. The cause was manifest :

It was a wand r ng night-hag pacing slow

. OIol. XXV, K
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The dark and stormy ocean. Thus I cried

' What'er thou art, oh roamer of the seas,

Approach and aid me !' Toward me she drew nigh

And raised her glimmering lump, by whose pale beam

I saw my perils. With inquiring gaze

I sought for boat or boatman, hut in vain.

Through the thick gloom no form appeared, and now

O'er broken crags and sea vveeds,_to the shore

Labouring, I climbed. I marked the ocean ha;;

And started back. Her f.ire was pale as death,

Her bones appeared, scarce hidden by the skin

Tiiat loosely covered them, whilst her dark eve,

Glisten'd like that of swine, when from half sleep

In lazy mood it casls its eye ball up
At foot approaching. .

' Hither am I come,'

1 her addre^r-ed, 'to explore tli' abodes profound
Of the dread -.<cr. IK-r I earnest seek

To commune with upon adventurous deeds,

And to inquire, in other worlds how fares

My injur'd father. I am llegnar's son,

Ivar of Denmark. Know'st tliou of her cave,

That I may pay obeisance and disclose

My weighty purpose?"
* Well I know the spot,'

The hag replied,
' from her thou scck'st, I sprung.

My potent mother. I beheld thy bark

Toiling amid the waves, and thus approached
To serve thee. To our vault advance : yet first,

In this so boisterous hour, declare who steered

Thy vessel hither.' Trcmuling I replied
' Some haggard fiend, I know him not, his name,
Nor whither he is gone : he landed me

Upon these savage rocks and hack returned !'

'
It was our nightly herald,' said the hag,

' Him we dispatched to bring thre to our dome,
And thou didst well to follow. ISmv prepare
To explore the depths beneath, where I abide

In service evermore (save when I aid

The suffering mariner) with ceaseless care

Guarding all avenues, that lead where dwells

The sleeping sorceress. Mortal ! follow me ! !

'

Slowly bhe passed. I strove to follow her :

When as v.c moved, sudden a host of lamps
Amid the crags, of fearful radiance,

Ulami alhiiouiid. The sp:>t on which we stood

W;>.:> tiie rude base of a stupendous rock,

Whcsc summit, midnight hid; whilst here and there
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The fatal hemlock- stared, -uid the roots'

Of living mandrake. 'Art; we not come near ?'

I then inquired.
' These hideous shapes and things,

It needeth to be one like thee, to meet

Unternfied.' We both in silence marched.

The torches bright hitih in the rifted crag
Moved on by hand unseen

;
till to a vault

Of huge extent and darkness, tenfold more

Than earthly, we arrived : when all die lamps
Blended their fires, and as one torch approach'^
The night hag, who her shrivell'd hand upheld:

And having seized it, bent before the cave,

And mutter'd unintelligible words

And necromantic airs that made the place

8ound like contending thunders. ' Now prepare,' v

Solemn she cried,
' to tread these chambers, hid

In night eternal, which no mortal foot

Hath e'er profaned, but with the special grace

Of her who dwells beneath ; our potent queen.
The hag proceeded. Doubtful 1 remain'd

Whether to follow, or that instant rush

I knew not where : but mindful of my name

Boldly I trod her footsreps."

HYMN OF THE MALTESE MARINERS.

(FROM MR. K ELL'S EMILY.)

" (O)^EN of the Sea ! ordain'd to prove
^-^S' Our dear Redeemar's filial love,

Bend from thy starry throne above,

O beata Virgine 1

" Whene'er the beating tempest roars

O give fresh vigour lo our oars,

That we secure may reach our shores,

O beata Virgine !

Jt Whene'er the rolling billows sleep

And zephyrs fan the level deep,

Chant we, while all due measure keep,

O beata Virgine 1

' ; Ye White cross Knights,

Look from your towers that shade the main,

Repeat, repeat, our choral strain,

O beata Virgine/'
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A FREE TRANSLATION

Qf Part of that admirable Ode, in the first Book of Horace; wherci* the

Commonwealth is represented under the Allegory of a Ship.

" O Navis ! referent in mare Ic novi

" Fliictus?" &c.

Poor bark ! by various tempests borne,

By rattling winds thy sails are torn,

Thy keel, of British wood.

Is broke by the relentless tide;

And thy loosed timbers, opening wide,

Admit the foaming flood.

What tongue can my sad sorrows tell,

When, wrapt in flames, thy main-mast* fell?

A nobler never grew :

No anchor can'st thou, now, put forth,

A blast from the perfidious north

Thy darling pilot t slew.

Thou may'st have anchors yet in store,

Sails, keels, and cordage, as before,

And many a goodly mast :

May'st have stout ribs, and timbers sound,

Bat, ah! where can, on earth, be found,

A pilot like thy last! NAVTICVS,

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 18101811.

(December January.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

THE Bill for appointing his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales Regent
of the United Kingdom, for a limited period, in consequence of the

illness of hjs Majesty, was agreed to in the House of Lords, and returned

to the Commons, with several amendments, on the 29th of January. It is

expected that it will huve passed through all its stages by the 2d of Fe-

bruary, when the Prince will be fully invested with hib po-.vers, as Regent,
and proceed in state to the House of Peers.

One of the original clauses of the Bill provided, that his Royal High-

* Aclson. f Pitt.
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ness, while Regent, should enjoy the privilege of creating peers, for emi-

nent services performed in the navy or army; but that clause ha* been

over-ruled by the influence of the Prince's own party, on the ground that

it might excite feelings ofjealousy amongst other classes.

His Majesty's health is understood to be in a greatly amended state.

The Board of Adrnirafty have come to the resolution of submitting aU

sentences of capital conviction in his Majesty's navy, for (he approbation
of the Attorney and Solicitor-General, before such sentences are ordered

to be carried into execution. \
The Admiralty have settled a plan for receiving a certain sum for the

discharge of seamen, according to their different ratings.

The long-expected Sth report of the Commissioners for revising the civil

concerns of his Majesty's navy, has at last made its appearance', and
commenced operations in Plymouth dock-yard on the 1st of January. It

comprises a new system of pay for all the artificers and other workmen

belonging to his Majesty's several dock and rope-yards, in reference to a

very extended scheme of task and job-work, for each respective descrip-
tion which accompanied the same, together with sundry regulations for the

internal government of the yards : and, it is presumed, will be found not

only highly beneficial to the state, but satisfactory to every class of work-

men, to whose skill and exertions we are so much indebted/ for our maritime

ascendency and national defence.

The Conflict gun-brig, Lieutenant Batt, it is feared, has foundered off

the north coast of Spain. On the 9th of November, while cruising in com-

pany with the Arethusa, they were caught in a violent gale, and the former

was seen towards night in great distress, since which time- no accounts have

been received of her.

We 1-sarn from the Spanish papers, that the Volontaire, Captain Bullcn;
and the Cambrian (frigates) Captain Fane, have been employed on the

coast of Catalonia, from Tarragona, nearly to Rosas, in destroying the

batteries which the enemy had obtained possession of, and levying contri-

butions upon the partizar.s of the French. Colonel O'Roman commanded
the Spanish troops that embarked in the frigates; and he omitted no oppor-

tunity of harrassing the enemy. In proceeding to destroy the Castle of

Medas, the Cambrian lost her rudder.
'

From Caduguez they obtained 19

ships, six of them laden with grain and wine, which they manned and sent

to Tarragona. Captain Bullen was wounded during these services; but we
trust not dangerously. Both ships had returned to Tarragona.

The crew of his Majesty's sloop Childers, has presented an elegant

sword, with a suitable inscription, to Mr. George Wilson, master of that

ship, as a mark of their esteem for his jumping overboard at sea, and

saving, at the risk of his own life, one of their shipmates from a watery

grave, who had fallen from the fore-yard-arm, and was in the act of

sinking.

The Emperor of Russia is reported to have acceded to Buonpavte's

request, in placing a certain number of Russian seamen at his disposal.

In Norway, however, the seamen lutely raised for :!n; service of the I-'rcnch
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fleet, have refused to embark ; declaring, at the same time, their perfect

willhignes* to engage in the service of their own country. Nearly the

whole of Norway is reported to be in a state of open insurrection, and has

offered to throw oif the Danish yoke, provided she could obtain the protec-
tion of Britain.

An extensive maritime conscription lias been ordered in France, of

v. hich farther notice will be taken in a subsequent part of this volume.

liamburgh, and all the Hanse Towns, have been formally annexed to the

French empire.

5lftcer0 on

Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, XOVEMHER 21, 1810.

Vice-admiral Drury, commnndci -in chief in the East Indies, has trans-

mitted to Julin Wilson Croker, Esq. two letters he had received from Cap-
tain Tucker, of his Majesty's ship Dover, one inclosing a report from Cap-
tain Spencer, of the Samarang sloop, of a successful attack made by him on
the fort in the island of Pulo Ay, from whence he removed the garrison,

ordnance, and public property; and the other, transmitting the following
list of vessels captured by the Ships under Captain Tucker's orders,
between the 5th of March and 29th of April last.

Account <]f Enemas Vessels captu'ed In/ Itis Majesty's Ships under my
ojiUr^ btticecn the 5th oj March and Will April, 1810.

Dutch ship Caroline, J. Jucobson, captain, of guns and 18 men, cap-
Mired by the Corinvallis, Company's cruizer, laden with supplies for

Ternate.

Dutch brig Recruiter, D. Htgenoard, captain, of 12 guns and 50 men,
captured by the Samaraug.

Dutch brig Dcly, J. Schmidt, captain, of 10 guns and 28 men, captured
by tl'O Col i:\v:tl!'n.

Dutch brig Slammas, of 4 guns and 30 men ; laden with government
*t:pplic for Amboynn, Batida, Ternatc, ^.knado, and Girontoll.

Dutch brig Maidirnne, of 1 guns and 25 men; laden with ditto.

Dutch brig E'.igelini!, lloss, captain, of 4 guns and 'M men; laden with

ditto.

Dutch brig Lieu Sing, of 2 guns and 30 men ; laden with ditto.

Dutch sloop Javun, of 2 guns and 20 men ;
laden with ditto.

Dutch sloop Macassar, of 2 guns and Ifl men ; laden with ditto.

Dutch slwp, 01 '2 gnus and 10 men
;
laden with ditto.

Dutch sloop, of 2 guns and 12 men
;
laden with d:tto.

EDWARD TUCKER.
Abstract.

1 sliip, C brigs, 4 sloops, 53 vessels of various descriptions from former

accounts, -\ihcc oiii December, 180D. Total 64.

EDWARD TUCKER.
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Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Hotham, of his Majesty's Ship the Northum-

berland, addressed to Admiral Lord Gambler, and transmitted by his Lord-

ship to John Wilson Cruller, Esq.

MY I.OKD, Northumberland, at Sea, November 22, 1810.

I have the honour to acquaint your lordship, that his Majesty's ship Nor-

thumberland under my command, (with the Armada in company) has cap-
tured this day the French privateer ketch, La Glaneuse, of 14 guns, and

having on hoard 85 men, after a second pursuit, having chased her yester-

dav, and prevented one of his Majesty's post-office packets from falling into

her power.
She belonged to St. Maloes, was commanded by Mr, Andre Haste^ a Dane,

had been six weeks at sea on her first cruise, without making any captures;
and being a new vessel, only six months old, coppered and sails very well

;

she appears to be particularly well adapted to be employed in his Majesty's
service as a dispatch vessel. I have the honour to be, &c.

H. HOTIIAM.

DECEMBER 1.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Acklom, of his Majesty's Stoop Ranger,
addressed to Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez, and transmitted byr the

latter to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Ranger, off" Bornholm,
SIB, November 11, 1810.

I have the honour to inform you, I yesterday afternoon fell in with the

Bornholm, a Danish cutter privateer, of four guns nnd thirty men, which I

captured. She had been out three weeks from Copenhagen, and had taken
but one vessel, a Swedish galliot, which I was fortunate enough to retake
this morning close to Eartholms. I have the honour to be, &c.

GEO. ACKLO.M, Com.

Copy of a Letterfrom Lieutenant Pettet, commanding his Majesty's Guu-
sessel Wrangler, add'-essed to Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez, and
transmitted by him to John Wilmi Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Gun-vessel Wrangler, Island ofAnholt,
SIR, November 16, 1810.

I have the honour to inform you, that on the 14th instant, off Gerild, I

captured the Danish cutter privateer Danneskiold, mounting two carriage
guns, and had twelve men, with a large sailing boat attached to her, armed
with a swivel and musketry ; they had been three days from Hals, ou their

way to the Belt, and had taken nothing.
I have the honour to be, &c.

J. B. PETTET.
DECEMBER 8.

Copy ofa Letter from Captain Dozcnie, of his Majesty's Sloop the Royalist,
addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted

l>y Commodore*Owen,
to John Wilson Croker, Eaq.

His Majesty's Sloop Roi/itlist, in the Downs,
SIR, December 5, 1810.

I beg leave to inform you, that at two o'clock this morning, Si. Valcry on
Ceaux bearing S.S.K. about four miles, his Majesty's sloop undt-r <nv c nn-
aiand captured, after a short chase, the French lug-cr privateer Roi de
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Naples, of fourteen guns and forty-eight mon ;
n. few hours from Dieppe,

at ul bad made no capture. I have the honour to he, &c.
CEO. DOWXIE.

PF.CF.MBER 15.

Copy ofa Letter fro-n Willimn S/iirl,l, 7v<y. Cantmusioner n!' fiis M't/jrati/'.--

A/7'// af t/if C<i<>e. afCimxI. Hi'/'i. to Ja'm Wilson Crokcr, Jls/j. dated at

the Cape, tin- '2*./< September, 1810.

ua,
It is with the deepest reref I acquaint you, for the information of the

Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, with the loss of a

part, of his Majesty's squadron on this station.

The account I have now the honour ro present to vou, came to mv know-

ledge by his Excellency Lord Caledon having had the goodness to send, for

HIV perusal, despatches he received last niglrtbytbe late master of the

Sirius from the governor of liourboii. I Imvo transcribed and enclosed

such part thereof as may lead their lordship's judgment to the extent of this

disastrous ever.t.

The Isle de la Passe had fallen by assault from a porty landed by two of

the frigates; subsequent to wliici), the Rellona, Minerva, and Victor

arrived and run into Port South East, with their prize t.'ie Honourable l-.:i<

India Company's ship Ceylon, taken in company with tiie \Yindham, after

a gallant resistance, on their way from the Cape to Madras, with a part of

the '24th regiment on board.

The Windham was turned from Port South East, and recaptured by the

Sirius, but the troops had been removed to the Beilona.

Captain Pvm appears to have immediately determined on attacking these

ships, and to his not being avvare of the difficulties of the navigation wiihiu

the port is to be attributed his failure and the loss of the King's ships. The
Sirius and Mngieienne were burnt by their crews, after doing every thing
that was possible to extricate the ships from the situation they had fallen

into. The Xereide, alter every officer and man on board were either

killed or wounded, fell on shore a mure wreck, and was taken possession
of by the enemy.

I am sorry to add to this list of misfortunes, that the Ranger transport,
laden with provisions for the squadron, and having some stores on board,
has also fallen into the hands of the enemy.
The transports having the troops on board, and which were to have sailed

yesterday from hence without coiv.oy, will be prevented putting to Sea l;v

the arrival of.this lamented intelligence.
If i; should prove that I have not been exactly correct in the information

I have now given, I hope for their lordship's indulgence, and that they will

impute it to my anxiety to gh e them the must early intimation of so

important an event. 1 have the honour to be, c.

\V. SHIELD.
PS. Captain Willougbiby has lost an eye, and is otherwise wounded,

and is in the hands of the enemy.

Cojyy of a Letter from Cupturn Pi/w, of /.'is Mtncithfs lute Ship the Sirius,
addressed to Curtain Rmc/i ;/. '.'/

the Moat/icca.

sin, /.'/-. //: HI Pasxi . .lii^ust ^t, 1810.

By my last you were informed of my intention to attack the frigates, cor-

vctte, and Indiamen in this
p'>rt.

Magicieone bavin;: joined ju-: ;i t!;e recnpturea siiip was about to make
sail, I sent Captain Lambert orders to bring her a:i:i the aun-b.iu, with all

despatch olTL'blf do la Passe
;
and that tlic enemy in Port L<>ui> sin>uid

not be alarmed, I ma Ic all sail round the south side, and although
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very hard, reached L'k,le de la Passe next day. At noon Nereide made

signal ready for action ;
I then closed, and from the situation of th*

enemy, decided on an immediate attack; and when her master came on
board as pilot* made signal to weigh, but when within about a quartet- of
an hour's run of the enemy, he unfortunately run me on the edge of the

inner narrow passage. We did not get off (and that with wonderful exer*.

tion) until eiirht o'clock next morning. At noon on the 2;!d the Iphigenia
and JMagicienne came in sight; the enemy having moml further in, and

making several batteries, as also nruming the East India ship, and taking

many men on board the frigates, I called them to jissist in the attack,

having all the captains and pilot on board, and being assured we were past
all danger and could run direct for the enemy's line, we got under wei<:h,
and pushed for our stations, viz. Sirius alongside the Bcllona, Nereide
between her and the Victor, Iphigenia alongside la Minerva, and Magici-
enne between her and the East India ship ; and just as their shot began to

pass over us, sad to say, Sirius grounded on a small bank, not known ; Cap-
tain Lambert joined his post, and had hardly given the third hroadsida
be-fore his opponent cut her cable. Magicicnnc, close to Iphigenia, run on
n bank, which prevented her bringing more ihan six guns to bear

; poor
Nereide nearly gained her post, and did in the most gallant manner main-
tain that and the one intended for Sirius, until Bcllona cut. All the ene-

my's ships being on shore, and finding Sirius could not get off, the whole of

them opened their fire on Nereide ;
and even in this uucquul contest,

and being a-ground, she did not cease firing until ten o'clock, and sorry
am I to say, that the captaiiij every officer and man on board, are killed or

wounded.

Captain Lambert would have immediately run down with the enemy, but
there was a shoal a very little distance from and between him and them;
he did all that could he done, by keeping open a heavy, although distant
fire

; nothing was wanting to make a most complete victory, but one of the
other frigates to close with la Hellnna.

I must now inform you, that the moment we took the ground, everv

possible exertion was made to get the ship off, by carrying out stream and

kedge anchors
;
but both anchors came home together. I then got a whole

bower cable and anchor hauled out, (not a common exertion for a frigate)
as also the stream, and although having the one with the capstan, and the
other with purcase or> purchase, we coi'ld not move her one inch, from the
nature of the ground, and the very heavy squalls at that time. We conti-

nued lightening every thing from forward, and made many severe but fruit-

less attempts to heave the ship off before daylight, but all to no effect. At
that time the Nereide was a perfect wreck, Magicienne in as bad a situation

as Sirius, no possibility of Iphigenia closing with the enemy, the whole of the

enemy on shore in a heap. We then tried the last resource, by warping
the Iphigenia to heate us off, but could not get her in a proper situation

lintil the 25th in the forenoon.
I had a survey by the captains, masters, and carpenters, in which they

agreed it was impossible to get the ship off; I had the same report yester-

day from Captain Curtis, and that his men were falling very fast
;

I ordered
her to be abandoned at dusk and burnt ; and us the enemy's frigates cannot

get off, I thought it most prudent to preserve L'Isle de Passe, by warping
Tphigenia for its support ; and having no prospect of any other immediate

support, I thought it must prudent to quit my ship, then within shot of all

the enemy's posts and ships, and only being able to return their fire from,

two guns. After seeing every man safe from the s>hip, Lieutenant Watling
and myself set her on fire

; and, I trust, Sir, although my eutevprise has

. Wo!, XXV. t,
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been truly unfortunate, that no possible blame can be attached to nrry

one
;
and never did captains, officers, ^and men go into action with a greater

certainly of victory ; and, I do aver, that if I could have got alongside the

Lellona, all the enemy's ships would have been in our possession in less

than half an hour. My ship befog burnt, I have given up the command to

Captain Lambert, and have recommended his
supporting

and protecting

this island with his ship and ship's companies of Sirius and Ma.;icicnne

Provisions and water will be immediately wanted. I have1

,
&c.

Commodore Rowley, <'<" Boadicea. S. PYM.

N.B. By other despatches received at the Admiralty, it appears, ,(

his Majesty's ship Phoebe arrived at the Cape of Hood [lope on the 1'ot

that

Jothof

September" last, and that the Menelaus sailed from St. Helena for the Cap*
on the 16th of October.

Vice-admiral Sir Edward Pellew has transmitted to John Wilson Croker,

Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Hawtayne, of his Majesty's ship

Quebec, giving an account of his having, in company with the Kite sloop,

captured on the 2d instant, the French privateer cutter le Renard, of six

guns and twenty-four men.

Admiral Rowley, commnnder-in-chief of his Majesty's ships and vessel*

at Jamaica, has transmitted to John Wilson Croker. Esq. a letter lie hnti

received from Captain Bluett, of the Saracen sloop, reporting the capture,
ff Cuba, on the 12th of October last, of a French privateer, la Caroline,

of one gun and forty-two men, last from Savanna, without making any
capture.

Copy ofa Letterfrom Captain Harvey, of his Maj.sty's sloop the Rosario,
addressed to Commodore Owen, and transmitted to John Wilson Crokert

Esq.
His Majesty's sloop Rosario, at Sea, offDungeness,

SIR, Decemher 10, 1810.

I have the honour to inform you, that, cruising off Dungeness this even-

ing, wind westerly, blowing hard, I fell in with two of the enemy's lugger

privateers, which evidently meant to board us; knowing their superiority
of sailing, I immediately ran the nearest out alongside, and Lieutenant
Thoma* Daws, with the boarders, in a short time succeeded in carrying her;
we were then engaged on the starboard side with the other lugger, who
effected her escape, having lost our jib-boom in boarding the captured one.

She proves to be le Memelouck French lugger privateer, of sixteen guns
and forty-five men, commanded by Norbez Lawrence, nine hours from

Boulogne, and had made no capture. I have to regret that we have five

wounded ; two severely ; the enemy seven wounded.

I have the honour to be, &c.

B. HARVEY, Captain.

DECEMBER 22.

Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, and K. B. has transmitted to

John Wilson Croker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Acklom,
of his Majesty's sloop Ranger, giving an account of his having captured,
and afterwards destroyed, the Melumpe Danish privateer, of tlueeguns and
**\ eate*n intn.
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Copy fifa Letterfrom Cup tain Dannie, of his Majesty's sloop the Royalist,

ad(/rsed to Vice-udmiiul Campbell, und transmitted to Jol*F Wilson Cro-

ker, Esq.
His Majesty's sloop Royaiist, off" Fecamp,

SIR, December 18, 1810.

I beg leave to inform you, that the French lugger privateer 1'Aventurier,

of fourteen guns and fifty men, was this morning captured by his Majesty's

sloop under my command, Fecamp bearing S.S.E. five leagues.
She is a very iine vessel, o:iiv a month old, had been out a few days oa

her first cruise, and had not made any capture. I have, &<%
GEORGE DOVVNIE.

DECEMBER ''lH.

Co^y of a Letter from Captain Douglas, of his Majesty's ship Bellona,
addressed to Vice-admiral Sir Edicard Pellew, Bart, and transmitted by
the latter to John Wilson Crvker, Esq.

SIR, Bellona, at Sea, December 18, 1810.

I beg leave to inform yon, that about ten o'clock this morning, th

Texel bearing east by south fourteen leagues, we gave chase to an armed

vessel, carrying a press of sail to the northward, and at twelve o'clock we

captured the French schooner privateer le Ileros du Nord, belonging to

Dunkirk, mounting twelve two-pounders, and two twelve pound carronades,
and forty-four men on board; Monsieur Pierre Malfoi, acting commander.
She left the Brill last evening, and had made no capture.

I have the honour to be, &c.

J. E. DOUGLAS.

DECEMBER 29, 1810.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Sir Rwer Curtis, Bart. Commander-in-

Chief at Portsmouth, addressed to Jolni Wilson Croker, Esq. dated the

85<A Instant.

SIR,
I enclose a letter which I have received from Captain Grant, of the

Diana, infurming 1:10 that the boats of that ship, under the commacd of
Lieutenant Ro\vt', had succeeded in setting tire to the enemy's frigate

L'Eiize, wliicii was reported in his letter, transmitted witli mine yesterday,
as having run on shore to the northward of Tatihou, in attempting to

escape from La liogue.
1 cannot avoid expressing my extreme satisfaction that Captain Grant,

after having so long and arduously watched tSiis frigate to prevent her

escape, accomplished her destruction ; and, it appears hv 'us report, that

the conduct of Lieutenant Kowe, and the other officers and men employed
under him on this occasion, has been highly meritorious.

I am, Sir, &c. ROGER CURTIS.

His Majesty's Ship Diana, off La Hogus,
sin, 2-ll/t December, 1810.

Since I had the honour of addressing you by the Vautour, I have ascer-

tained that the enemy's frigate was so far embayed anil protected by
Tanhou, and the Latteries on the north shore, that nothing could be done
with the ship to prevent the enemy from working during the falling tide,
tt> save the stores, and that the ship was to completely bilged that there

appeared little chance of their being able to save the Hull ; however, as I
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once already had been deceived in my expectations of her being destroyed",

I determined to risk the chance of the boats being able to set her on fire ;

which service was generally volunteered, notwithstanding the ship was com-

pletely under the fire of heavy batteries, and three armed brigs lying within

nail of her. I anchored immediately after dark, and gave the charge of

the boats to Lieutenant Rowe, of the Diana, in the barge (who, I knew,
vould execute it if possible), Mr. Bean, the gunner, and Mr. Xoblc, the

boatswain, who always volunteer; Lieutenant Sparrow went in the gig,

to reconnoitre and watch the brigs, to prevent surprize; and Mr.

Knocker, master's mate, went in the cutter, and as the service required
the least possible loss of time, they took no other materials Lut two kcg
of the combustible matter received from the Roman

;
and I am happy

to say that, though the water was nearly up to her quarter-deck, we had
the satisfaction, in an hour from the time they left this ship, to see her

completely on fire. The batteries and brigs immediately opened a very

heavy fire of round and grape, and, as our people did not leave the

frigate until the fire took effect, it is with extreme pleasure I inform you
that not a single man was hurt.

Lieutenrnt Rowe speaks in the strongest manner of all employed Tinder

him, and I hope you will agree with me in thinking that this service was
*nost gallantly and well executed ; they have brought off with them the

colours of the frigate, and two other ensigns.

Captain Collier very handsomely offered the boats of the Cyane to assist,

but, as it was not to be done by force, I deemed it best to send the boata

of this ship only.

Although there had been boats constantly employed about the ene-

my's frigate since she ran on shore, they had not cleared any part of the

wreck.
I have, &c. CHARLES GRANT.

Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. Cotnmander-

in-Chiff, 4"c - 4"c 4'c

Copy nf a Letter from Rear-admiral Sir Ricfiard Goodwin Keats, K.B.
addressed to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart, and transmitted to John
Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's Ship Jfi/ford, Cadis Bay,
SIR, November 24M, 1810.

Having observed the enemy to have collected several gun-boats in the
river of Santa Maria, in a situation subject to bombardment, at a proper
time of the tide yesterday, I placed the mortar and howitzer boats under
the able direction of Captain Hall, which (whilst the Devastation, Thun-
der, and ./Etna, with one division of Spanish and two divisions of English
cun-boats, under the zealous command of Captain Thomas Fellowes and
Lieutenant W. F. Carroll, successfully drew the attention and fire of Fort

Catilina), threw, seemingly with considerable effect, some hundred shells

amonst the gun-boats and about the place of construction, until the wind

coming in from the Westward, made it necessary to move them out.
We have not yet ascertained what has been the damage or loss on the

part of the enemy ; but we have unfortunately on this occasion to lament
the death of two highly esteemed and respectable young officers, Lieu-
tenant Thomas Worth, and Lieutenant John Buckland, of the royal marine

artillery, whose loss is the theme of universal regret. Mr. Samuel Haw*
kins, midshipman of the Norge;

also fell gallantly, which, with four S
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and four English seamen wounded, constitutes our loss in killed and

wounded, on a service, the execution of which merits my warmest praise.
I have the honour to be, &c.

R. G. KEATS.

Rear-admiral Otwar hns transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.
a letter he had received from Captain Monke, of his Majesty's late ship
the Pallas, giving an account of the boats of that ship having, on the Uth
instant, under the directions of Lieutenant M'Curdy, captured, in the cove

of Siveraag, on the coast of Norway, two Danish cutter privateers, one of

four guns, and the other of two.

JANUARY 5, 1811.

Vice-admiral Sir Henry Ednyn Stanhope, Bart, comraander-in-chief at

Slieerness, has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a letter he had
received from Captain Ferguson, of his Majesty's sloop Pandora, giving an
account of his having, on the 31st of last month, captured the French

privateer cutter the Chasseur, of 16 guns (thrown overboard during the

chase), and 36 men ; out two days from the island of Fora, without

making any capture.

JANUARY 15, 1811.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton has transmitted to John Wilson Croker,
Esq. a letter from Captain Stewart, of his Majesty's sloop Blossom,
giving an account of the caplure of a French privateei, the Caesar, of four

guns and 59 men, by the boats of that sloop, under the directions of Lieu-
tenant Samuel Davies, and Messrs. Hamhly and Marshall, midshipmen ;

she was carried in a gallant manner by boarding, in which, and in the chase,
the lieutenant and three men were killed, aud Mr. Hambly, and nine

Others, wounded ; the enemy had four killed aud nine wounded.

A letter from Captain Ayscough, of his Majesty's ship Success, stating
the destruction on the 4th and Gth of October, of two of the enomy's gun-
boats, and 34 troop-vessels, on the coast of Naples, by the boats of the

Success, and other vessls, under Captain Ayscough's orders.

And a letter from the Hon. Captain Waldeprave, of his majesty's ship
Thames, giving an account of the boats of that ship, and the Eclair sloop,
having, on the 5th of October, brought out ten of the enemy's trans-

ports, collected near Agricoli, in the Gulph of Salerno.

Captain Tobin, of his Majesty's ship Princess Charlotte, has, in hit
letter to John Wilson Croker, Esq. of the llth instant, given an account
of his having, on the 9th, captured, at sea, the French privateer L'Aimable
Flore, of Granville, mounting 14 s>ix-pounder (pierced for 20), and having
u buurd 91 men.
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jlafoal Courts

AT a Court Martial held on board his Majesty's ship Hibernia, in Port

Mahon, on the 27th and 28th November, 1810,

Present,

Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, Bart, and K. B. and second Officer in

Command of his Majesty's ships and vessels in Port Mahon, President.

Fras. Pickmore, Esq. Admiral of the Red.

Thos. Frs. Freemantle, Esq. Rear-Admiral of the Blue.

Captains B. Hallowell, Sir R. King, Bart. Hon. H. Blackvvood, E.

Fellowes, J. Talbot, J. West, C. Adam, J. C. White, W. II. Webley, It. J.

Neavc.

The Court proceeded to try Captain George Me. Kinley, the Officers ami
Crew of his Majesty's late ship Lively, for the loss of the same ship, in

running on shore on the morning of the 10th August last, on the point of

Salina, the south-eastern entrance of the bay of St. Paul's, in the Island of

Malta ;
and having inquired into tlie cause of the loss of the said ship ; ma-

turely weighed and considered all the circumstances attending the same ; ihe

Courtis of opinion, that the loss of the Lively was occasioned by that ship

running on shore on Point Coura, in the Island of Malta, and not on
Pcnti Salina: that no blame is attached to Captain George Me Kinley,
the officers and crew of the said sbip, except Lieutenant the Hon. A.
F. Berkeley, and Mr. Michael Richards, Master ; that every exertion wat
made by the said captain, officers, and crew, in endeavouring to get the ship

off, and to save the stores and .provisions: and doth therefore, with the

Aforesaid exception of Lieut. Berkeley and Mr. M. Richards, Master, ad-

judge the captain, all the other officers, and crow, to be acquitted. The
Court is also of opinion, that some degree of blame is attributed to Lieut.

Berkeley; he ought to have made his Captain acquainted when the ship
was discovered to be in danger ; but, as his conduct in all other respects

appears to hnve been correct, no other punishment is deemed necessary
hut an admonition for his future-conduct, and with that he is adjudged to

be acquitted. The Court is further of opinioion that great blame is impu-
table to Mr. M. Richards, Master, for having brought the ship to with her

head in-shore; and doth therefore adjudge him to be dismissed from his

office as Master in his Majesty's Navy, and .to serve two years as second

master or petty officer, on board such ship as the Commandcr-in-Chief

may think proper, before lie can be eligible to be again promoted.

On Momday, December 24, and three following days, a Court Martial

was held on Capt. J. C, Woolcombe, Lieut. John Brand Umfrevillc, Mr. F.

Minto, Master, and Mr. T. Hodgson, Pilot of his Majesty's ship Amiable,
for running that ship on shore in Berwick bay, in the morning of the '25t!i

Nov. They were tried separately, that they might be examined on oath,
both against and for cacli other. It appeared, that the ship was running
for May Island, Berwick Bay, and that the Pilot mistook a light on shoro

(the same lime-kiln which ws the cause of the loss of the Nymphe and

Pallas) for the light of the May, and he altered the ship's course accord-*

iii'jlv. The ship was then running nine knots, though the officer oftho-

watch shortened sail immediately on seeing the light. She struck the

ground in abuut an hour and an IwJf afterwards, The Court ha.vinsj ma-
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turcly considered all the circumstances, adjudged, that Capt. Woolcombe
lie severely reprimanded, as it appeared there was a want of sufficient pre-
caution in trusting too much to the Pilot; that blame was imputable to

Lieut. Umfreville, in not having informed the captain of the light, supposed
to be the May light, being seen, and of the course being altered, although
he had, as officer of the watch, the captain's order to attend to the Pilot's

directions [to alter a ship's cruise, without the captain's order, is to violata

the Naval Instructions] ; but, in consideration of his prompt and officer-

like conduct, after the land was seen, and to xvhich the safety of the ship

may be principally attributed, the Court did adjudge him to be only admo-
nished to be more attentive iu future ;

that no blame was imputable to

Mr. Minto, and did adjudge him to be acquitted ; that great blame was

imputable to Thomas Hodgson, the Pilot, for general erroneous judgment
and incautious conduct, during the night, and did adjudge him to be

severely censured, and be imprisoned in tiic Marchalsea for three months.

On Thursday, Dec. 27, Francis Grey and Richard Rowland, seamen of the

Harmadryad, were tried for deserting fro:n the boat of that ship, in August
Jast. In consideration of their former good character, they were sentenced

to receive oniy 150 lashes round tha Fleet.

On the 31st of December, Mr. J. Kepling, Boatswain of the Woodlark,
was tried fur drunkeness, and disobedience of orders. The charges being
in part proved, he was dismissed from his office of Boatswain of the said

ship, and to be employed in such other situation in the Royal Navy as the

Commander in Chief at this port shall direct.

Thursday, Jan. 3, a Court-martial took place at Portsmouth, on Captain
G.E. Watts, commanding his Majesty's ship Woodlark, for charges of cruel

and oppressive conduct, preferred against him by Hamilton Fhick, Serjeant
of marines. In one instance, having disrated him on the home station T

\vithout an order from the Admiralty ; in another, for having ordered him
to do duty as a private sentinel; and, in another, for putting him in irons,

for refusing so to do. In his letter of complaint, he asserted that two men
had put an end to their misery on bnard iier; namely, John Lebourn, by
blowing his brains out; and John Allen, by drowning himself; owing to

the oppression of Captain Watts towards them.

The Court agreed, that the charges of cruel and oppressive conduct had
hot been proved; that the assertion of Hamilton Flack, that two men had

put an end to their misery, owing to the oppression towards them, was la!.-:e

and malicious. The Court agreed, that it appeared that Captain Watt* had
ordered Hamilton Flack to do the duty of a private man, at the time he
was a Serjeant on board, previous to his being disrated by the LurcN Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, and tiiat it was an irregular and unauthorised
act

;
and that he had struck several of the marines in an irregular manner;

and did therefore adjudge him to be admonished.

On the 8th ofJanuary, an interesting Court-martial commenced on board
his Majesty's ship Gladiator, at Portsmouth, Vice-admiral Hargood, pre-
sident; for the trial of Lieutenant William George Carlisle Kent, late act-

ing commander of his Majesty's ship the Porpoise, in New South Wales,
(and on whom the command of his Majesty's ships devolved, on the suspen-
sion of Captain William Bligh, late governor of that territory) in conse-

quence of his having exercised his own judgment, in proceeding to relieve
the dependent settlements, when all communication was cut olf between
him and the said Captoin Bligh.

The charges preferred against the prisoner by Captain B'.igh were.



80 NATAL HISTORY OF THE TtlESLNT YEAH, 1810-1811.

1st. His having sailed from Port Jackson, without his orders.

3d. Having hauled down the prosecutor's broad pendant, which he vva4

ordered to keep flying on board his Majesty's ship Porpoise, then under his

command, and again proceeding to sea, without his orders, or any person

duly authorized to give the same.

3d. For having permitted Lieutenant Jamos Symons to quit his Majes-

ty's service, and carry home despatches from the persons \vho had usurped
the government, and not apprehending him and bringing him to pu-
nishment.

In support of these charges, which caused Lieutenant Kent one year and

eleven months confinement, the prosecutor, out of above a dozen witnesses

whom he summoned, only called one, being Mr. Griffin, his secretary; and

then closed the prosecution, by delivering in, about noon, the following
written paper to the Court:-

" Mr. President, and Gentlemen,
"

Taking it for granted, that the Court will not think it right to inquire
fnto the propriety or impropriety of the dispossessing me of the civil

government of the territory of New South Wales, as that is to Le made the

subject of investigation before another tribunal
;
and the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty directed me, in framing the charges upon the

present occasion, to confine myself to those points which were in breach

of the naval articles of war, I have no further evidence to trouble the Court

with. Should, however, the prisoner put his defence upon that ground,
and the Court think it right to enter into the inquiry, they will, I trust,

hereafter permit me to call witnesses to answer to any charges which may
be attempted to be established against me in justification of that measure.

Until I hear what they are, it is impossible I can answer them ; and ro

enter, by anticipation, into a general history of my government, would, I

apprehend, be an unnecessary waste of time to the court.
" WM. BLIGII."

After an investigation of three days, the prisoner was acquitted of the

whole of the. charges alleged against him, agreeably to the following sen-

tence :

" The Court proceeded to try the said Lieut. W. G. C. Kent, on the

charges preferred against him by Capt. \Vm. Bligh, and having heard the

evidence adduced in support of the charges, and by the said Lieut. Kent
in his defence, and what he had to alledgc in support thereof, the Court
is of opinion that it appears that the said Lieut. Kent, did sail with the said

ship, from Port Jackson in the two instances stated in the above-mentioned

charges, without the order of the said Capt. Win. Bligh; that he did not
so sail under the persons asserted therein, to have illegally, and by force,

dispossessed the said \Vm. Bligh of the government of New South Wales,
and did not improperly strike the broad pendant of the said Wm. Bligh.
That it appears that the said W. C. Kent, undt r the extreme and extraor-

dinary difficulties he was placed under, shewed every disposition to obej
any orders which the said Wm. Bligh might have thought tit to have given
to him ;

that he was actuated by a sincere wish to perform his duty for the

good of his Majeaty'f service, and that he was justified in the conduct he

pursued on such an occasion; and the Court is further of opinion, that the

said third charge bus not been proved against the said Lieut. Kent, and
doth on the whole adjudge him to be honourably acquitted of the whole.

of the above charges.''
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On the 7th of January, a court martial was held at Plymouth, on board
the Salvador del Mundo, for the trial of Mr. Christie, captain's clerk ot"

the Northumberland, of 7 4 guns, and Win. Walker his assistant writer*
both charged witli forging seamen's certificates of discharges and leave of

absence, 25 of these spurious documents were found in the possession of
the seamen, who had given from one to seven pounds for them. They
were both found guilty, and Mr. Christie, the clerk, sentenced to receive

GOO lashes round the fleet; his assistant, Walker, 50 lashes only. They
both produced excellent certificates of former good conduct.

Lately, on hoard the Salvador del Mundo, in Hamoaze, William Sy trie's,

a seaman of the venerable, was tried for desertion, and leaving tiie

boat at Deal. He was sentenced to receive 200 lashes, and mulct of
all his pay.

Thomas Smith, a marine of the same ship, was tried for deserting to

the enemy, and the charges being proved, he was sentenced to suffer

death.

Samuel Cornish, carpenter of the Ganges, for drunkeness and neglect
of duty, was likewise found guilty >

dismissed the ship, and placed in one
of an inferior rate.

January 14, John Russell and Wm. Britson, seamen of the Cyane, were
tried for desertion, and each of them sentenced to receive two dozen
lashes.

January 18, A Court Martial was held on Lieut.Geo. King, of his Majes-
ty's ship Royal William, and Lieut. James Reid, of the Royal Marines*
on board the said ship, for unofficcr-like, disorderly, and contemptuous
behaviour, for presuming to quarrel with their superior om'cer, and for

using reproachful and provoking speeches or gestures, tending to breed
a quarrel or disturbance. Lieut. King was admonished to be more careful
in his conduct in future, and Lieut. Read reprimanded, and ordered to be

put at the bottom of the list of the Royal Marine Forces Rear Admiral

llargood, president.

MESSUAGE OF BUONAPARTE TO HIS SENATE.

The message of Buonaparte to his senate, on the 10th of December

(of which, omitting the introductory paragraph, the following is a copy).,

is very interesting in a naval point of view :

"The orders published by the British council in 1806 and 1807, have

fent in pieces the public law of Europe. A new order of tilings govern the

universe. New securities becoming necessary to me, the junction of the

mouths of the Scheldt, of the Mease, the Rhine, the Ems, the Weser, and

the Elbe, with the empire, the establishment of an inland navigation with

the Baltic, have appeared to me to be the rist and most important.
" I have ordered the plan of a canal to be prepared, which will be

executed in the course of five years, and will connect the Seine with the

Baltic.

" Those princes will be indemnified, who may find themselves circum-

scribed by this great measure, which is become absolutely necessary, awd

which will rest the right of my frontiers upon the Baltic,
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" Before I came to this determination, I apprised England of it. Sue

was acquainted that the only means for preserving the independence of

Holland was to retract her Orders in Council in 1805 and 1806, or to

return at last to pacific sentiments. But this power was deal* to the voice

of her interests, as well as to the cries of Europe.
" I was in hopes of being able to establish a cartel for the exchange of

prisoners of war between France anil England, and to avail myself, in con-

sequence of the residence of two commissioners at Paris and London, to

bring about an approximation between the two countries. I have been

disappointed in my expectations;,! could find nothing in the mode in which

the English government negociated but craft and deceit.

" The junction of the Valais is an effect long intended of the immense

works which I have had performed in the Alps within the last ten years.

At the time of my act of mediation, I separated the Valais from the

Helvetic league, foreseeing then a measure of such advantage to France

and Italy.

" So long as the war continues with England, the French people must

not lay down their arms. My finances arc in the most flourishing state. I

ran meet all the expences which this immenee empire requires, withotrt

calling upon my people for sacrifices."

Mr. Madison, the American president, in his message to congress, on

the 5th of December, anticipates the existence of doubts and difficulties as

to the operation cf the Non-intercourse act, in the event of our Govern-

ment rescinding only the retaliatory Orders in Council, and continuing our

other orders of blockade in force. The Danish government, it appears,
has not made any reparation for the depredations committed by its cruizers

upon the American commerce. The message explains the extent to which

the president had interposed in the affairs of West Florida. He ordered pos-
session to be taken of a district, alleged to be included in the territory of

Orleans, which had been ceded by Spain to France, and by the latter to the

United States.

The President's message recommends to the attention of congress, th

following points: The encouraging of their navigation, so as to place it on

a level of competition with foreign vessels, particularly in transporting the

productions of the American soil the establishment of a national semi-

nary for learning a proper attention to the army and navy disciplining

of the militia and the suppression of the traffic in enslaved Africans, car-

ried on under the abuse of the American flag. It concludes with announ-

cing, that the receipts of the treasury, for the year ending the 30th of

September last (and amounting to more than eight millions and a half of

dollars), have exceeded the current expenses of the government, including

the interest on the public debt that the loan of 5,750,000 dollars has been

reduced to 2,750,000 and that there will be a balance remaining in the

treasury, at the end of the year, amounting to 2,000,000 dollars.
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jpromotiona anti appointments.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Rear-admiral Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, one of the Lords ComraU-
sioners of the Admiralty, has hoisted his flag on board the Victory.

Rear-admiral C. Boyles has shifted his flag: to the Canopus, vice
Admiral Martin, who has given up his command in the Mediterranean
fleet.

Captains: Lord W. Stuart, to the Conquistador; L. Gower, to the

Elizabeth ; Quillam, to the Crescent ; Hon. W. H. Percy, to the Mer-
maid ; H. H. Spence, to the Boyne, fitting for the flag of Sir Harry
Neale; Richard Jones, to the Vigo, fitting for the flag of Rear-admiral
Dixon ; Robert Rolles, to the Edinburgh ; C. D. Pater, to the Cressy ?

Hugh Downman, to the Princess Caroline;- Mends, to command
the prison-ships at Portsmouth ;

- Cookesley, to the Hazard ;

Senhouse, to the Recruit ; C. W. Paterson, to the Puissant ;

Walter Lock, to succeed Captain Paterson, as agent for prisoners ofwar,
at Portchester ; F. W. Austen, to the Caledonia; Alexander Milner, to

the Dolphin ; C. Milwood, to the Elk ;
-- Biugham, to the Little

Belt.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

A. Harvey, to the Port Mahon ; E. W. Gilbert, to the Argo ; Thomas
Muir, to theTyrian; B. J. Bray, to the Rapid; John Good, of the

impress service at Cowes, to the same service at the Tower; J. Arnold,
to the Gladiator ; W. B. Cluster, to the Hazard; Lieutenant Purchase,
to the Echo ; John Wilkins, to the Hope ; R. W. Parsons, to the Diana ;

John Campbell (3), to the Stately ; John James Hough, to the Formi-
dable ; James Campbell (2), to the Tremendous; Thomas Martin, to
the Wolverene ; Jonas Dade, to the Princess Carolina ; William Beckett,
to the Standards Charles Wallington, to the Tremendous; George
C. Blake, to the Standard ; E. T. G. Mackenzie, to the Stately ; Henry
Hoskin, to the Beagle ; Charles Robinson, to the Magnet ; George
Hurst, to the Guadaloupe; Townshend, to the Antelope;
\. Gould, to ditto; James J. Blenkins, to the Zephyr; Matthew
Davenhill, to the Talbot ; Henry Thrackstone, to the Suapper schooner ;

William Pullen, to the Abercrombie ; William Martin, to the Aboukir;
Edward White, to the Vengeur; James Allison, to the Argo; James
Litle (2), to the Royal Oak ; Joseph Smith, to the Gibraltar; Hichard

Piercy, to the Crocus ; Richard Thorold, to the Goshawk ; HerbertJohn.

Jones, to the Jasper ; Joseph Arnold, to the Rapid ; Salias T. Hood, to
the Valiant; William Murley, to the Medusa; James Long, to the

Phipps ; John Warded, to the Royalist; M. Cannady, to the Defender

gun-brig; Williams Edwards (2), to the Fly; John Rogers (2), to the

Aboukir; George Tinicombe, to the Armada; Hon. Charles L, Irby, to

the Narcissus; Benjamin Vallack, to the Basilisk gun-brig; A. B. H.
White, to the Guadaloupe ;

William Hathwaite, to the Mermaid;
Samuel Greenway, to theBanterer ; S. Hopkinson, to the Tickler cutter;
Robert Gambler, to the Loire; William Hutchinson, to the Ville de
Paris; A. Brodie, to the Kron Princess; - Berkeley, nephew to

Admiral Berkeley, to the command of the Vestal ; Daly, to the
MUford,

;a Scotland,
Priest, to be agent for the French prisoner9 at the new
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T. Rowe, to the rank of commander.

Lieutenant Thomas Moore (2), of the Amphion, is promoted to the

Brevet rank of captaiu in the royal marines, ia consequence of his gallant
conduct at Gr:-o.

Mr. Fellon, lale purser of the Lively, is appointed assistant agent vic-

tualler at Port Malion, in the room of James Lavers, Esq. removed to

Palermo, vice Hugh Me Ibrailh, Esq. resigned.

Mr. Tuckfield, purser of the San Antonio, is appointed to the Ele-

phant.

Mr. Matson is appointed purser of the Adamant, the flag-ship of
Rear-admiral Olway, at Lcilh.

Mr. W. Duckfield, purser of the San Antonio, to be purser of the

Edgar ; and Mr. London, to be purser of the Hussar.

M. Wright, Esq. is appointed to the prison depot at Lcilh.

!Ur. Noble is appointed master of the Theseus.

Lieutenants Miilburn and Davies, R. M. to the Theseus.

The Hon. the Court of Directors of the East India Company, on
account of the eminent services of Richard Birdwood, Esq. their lale

agent at Plymouth, have been pleased to appoint in his room his son,

Peter Birdwood, Esq. their ageut at the port of Plymouth and its de-

pendencies.

A list of Midshipmen who have passed for Lieutenants on the first Wed-

nesday in the present month.

Sheerness. George Richardson, Thomas Hambly, Thomas Hodges,

Henry Crocken, John Broad, William Henry Maggison, Thomas Akers,
C. D. Brown.

Portsnuwth. James Thompson, David Bolton, Charles Hall, John

Taylor, P. Pearce, John Bulger, William Cartmell, Robert Davidson,
Kobert Jones, Horatio James.

Plymouth. John Hill, Gabriel Christie, Alexander Graves, Thomas
\Vergc, William (). Blound, Samuel Sutherland.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

William Cummings, to the Columbine ; Isaac Pemberlon, to the

Kron Princessen ; Edward Pilt, to the Triton hospital ship ; John

W'Cully, to the Niger ; H. D. Moreson, to the Merope ; Henry Barnes,
to the Swift store i ship; Francis Johnstone, to the Mermaid ; Charles

"JMayberry, to the Mercury; J F. Legge, to the Guadaloupe; George
Henderson, to the Conquistadore ; William M'Farlane, to the Royal
William; Thomns Bishop, to the Horatio; Henry Towsey, to the
Woodlark ; William Vellacott, to the ?t. Christopher's ; Henry
Edmunds, to the Tribune; William Green, to the Terrible; Joseph
M'Caroghcr, to the L'nicorn; William Gilmore, to the Favourite;
G. A. Aclu-son, to the Hunter; William Greene, to the Parthian;
John Adamson, t the Cressy ; William Warner, to Ihe Coyne; Stephen
I'owcll, to the Dreadnought 5 Joseph Alexander, to the Mercury ;

William Vellacot, to the Thais: J. U. Hamilton, to the (Jrestes sloop.

Mr. William Ralfe, late first assistant at the Royal Hospital, llaslar,
is appointed dispenser al the depot at Forton.
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Assistant Surgeons appointed.

John Gooch, to be an hospital mate at Has!ar; James Cruicksbanks,
to be ditto at Forton ; William Scott, to the Formidable; William

Wright, to the Hotspur; John Watt Reid, to the Tremendous;
William Faer, to the Victory; Thomas Cock, to the Monmouth ;

Robert Williams, to the Caledonia ; Alexander Montgomery, to be

an hospital mate at Forton ; William M'Farlane, to the Royal
William; II. P. Burke, to the Hearty gun-vessel; John Gannon,
to the Theban ; Charles Kent, to the Namur ; James Bootes, to be an

hospital mate at Porlchester; John Burgess, to be an hospital mate at

Mill Prison ; James M'Beath, to the Paz schooner; James Cook, to the

Boyue ; Patrick Blakic, to the Victory ; James Torree, to the

Christian Vllth ; Thomas Mitchell, to the Desperate gun-brig; John
Crockett, to the Ethalion ; George Hogan, to the Royal George ;

James Grant (2), as a supernumerary, to the Mediterranean
; Matthew

Litlc,to the Elizabeth ; James Stevenson, to the Cress? ; Andrew Man-
nin, to the Mariner gun-brig ; H. W. Keele, to the Boyne ; William

Kennedy, to the Violet; William Kennedy, to the Revenge | Griffith

Griffiths, to the Franchise ; Charles Sherratt, to the Flamer gun-brig 5

C. J. Beverly, to the Pyramus ; Charles Carpue, to the Romulus,

BIRTHS.

On the 8th of January, at the house of Rear-admiral Lord Gardner,
in Portland-place, the Right Hon. Lady Gardner, of a daughter.

Lately, at Bishop's Wallham, the lady of Captaia Griffiths, R.N. of a,

daughter.

At Howick, of a son, the Countess Grey, sister of Captain, the Hon,

George Grey, commissioner of Portsmouth Dock-yard.
At Yarmouth, the lady of Captain Spear, R.N". of a son.

At Bermuda, on the 21st of October, the lady of the Hon. William

Territt, LL.D. judge of the vice-admirally-court of that island, of a

daughter.
On the 9th of January, at Downham, the lady of the Hon. Captain

George Cadogan, R.N. of a daughter.
At Deptford, the lady of Captain William Young, R.N. of a son.

MARRIAGES.
On the 8th of January, at Stonchonse.chapel, Lieutenant J. T. K,

Julian, R.N. to Miss Hanchett, sister of Captain Hauchett, R.N.

On the 6th of January, at Plymouth-dock, Rowland MaJnwarir-g,E.sq.
to Sophia-Henrietta, only child of the late Major nutf, of the 26th

regiment, and daughter-in-law of Captain Tobin, of the Princess

Charlotte.

At Dorchester, Captain Charles Frederick Payne, R.N. to Miss Eliza-

beth Bryer, of Dorchester.

On the 9th of January, at Marksbury, the Rev. Wr
. B. Barber, pre-

bendary of Wells, &c. to Miss Webb, only daughter of the late Captain.

"VV^jbb,
R.N. of Plympton, Devon.

At Plymouth, Lieutenant Pullen, R.N. to Miss Haswcll, of Plymouth-
dock.

On the) 3th of December, at Bath, Captain J. M. Gordon, R.N. tp
Mrs. Chadton, daughter of the Rev. Archdeacon Cauilield.
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At Peterborough, Alexander Christie, Esq. of the Sib dragoon guard*,
sou of Rear-admiral Christie, and nephew of the late Admiral Richard

Bwithwaite, to Ann, only daughter of the late D. Bate, Esq. of Auls-

11 or th, Northamptonshire.

On the 10th of January, Henry Armwcll Frankland, Esq. late captain
in the 23d dragoons, only son of Vice-admiral Frankland, to Mary, only

daughter of Henry Streater Gill, Esq. of Eashing House, Surrey.

At Liverpool, Captain Abraham Adamson, of the ship Dominica-

racket, ot that port, to Miss Forster.

Captain James Tomkins, of the Ship St. Michael, to Miss Jane Harri-

son, daughter of Mr. Harrison, attorney.

At Falmouth, Mr. William Gay, of the Packet-agency establishment,
to Miss Susan Mitchell.

At Belfast, Captain William Gerrard, R.N. to Miss Sarah Milne.

On the 24lh of December, at Lewisham, by the Rev. Charles Burney,
LL.D. the Rev. C. P. Burney, B.A. of Merlon-college, Oxford, to

Frances-Bent ley, second daughter of George Young, Esq. of Black-

heath.

At St. Peter's, Dublin, Joseph Atkinson, Esq. to Sarah, second daugh*
tcr of Mr. Baron George and niece of Captain Sir Rupert George, Bart.

R.N. one of the commissioners of the transport service.

OntheSOlh of December, at St. George's, Bloemsbury, Captain L. F.

Hardyman, R.N. to Charlotte, youngest daughter of the late John Tra.

vers, Esq. oi' Bedford Place.

. OBITUARY.

Dec. 23. At Walmcr, in Kent, in the 74th year of his age, Sir Henry
Harvey, K. B. admiral of the White Squadron

Jan. 14. Of a dropsy, in the 30th yuar of her age, Mrs. Harral, wife of
Mr. Harral, of Park-street, Islington; and sister of the late John Musters,

Empson, Esq. surgeon of his Majesty's ship Castor, who died at Antigua
in the year 1802.*

Lately, at Chertscy, in Surrey, after many years confinement, borne with

exemplary patience and resignation, Mrs. Sarah Love, aged 83, mother of

Cqptain Love, of the Tiaipboue, and relict of Mr. Thomas Love, who was
the last surviving officer wounded in Lord Rodney's glorious victory of tho

12th April, 1782. And great aunt to Mrs. Croktr, wife to the Secretary
o.' ;he Admiralty.

On the 23d December, Lieutenant Daniel Daly, R.N. after a lingering
illness, occasioned by jumping overboard to save the life of a seaman.

On the 12th January, at Bath, aged 65, Mrs. Robin=on, wife of Admiral
Mark Robinson, of Puheney- street.

Lately, in the river Tagus, Capt. Houston, nf H.M.S. the Vestnl.

At IJandsworlh, near Birmingham, Captain William Green, ot the I.'.V

*" '"
'' rr-ojiicr E, Vol. Vlir. pnpn 266.

'=, Letters on Service, rrs

MS. X.:''Al. (.'!.. \iCtt, Vol. XXIV. liiL'.

.

'=, Letters on Service, rrspcctinj the capture T.', lV''!:>..}or2.,
'

'
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Lately, was drowned, by the upsetting of a boat of the Hussar, when
going off to Spithead, Mr. Frankland, and Mr. Richardson, both midship-
men of that ship.

Lately, was drowned in the Satellite sloop, Captain (he Hon. Willoughby
Bertie, brother of the Earl of Abingdon ; Lieutenants 11. S. FarquhaVson,
and Thomas Nicholas ; I. Sampson, purser; John Pearce, master; U.S.
Kempster, master's mate; John Henderson, carpenter; Benjamin Browne,
gunner; George Prout, boatswain; G. Campbell, clerk; A. G. Babiiig-
ton and William Brooke, midshipmen; all belonging to the said sloop.

Lately, at Upper Holloway, Frances, wife of J. Philips, Esq. of tb

Inner Temple, and sister to Captain P. Edward Berry, R.N. of Cattoa,
near Norwich.

On the 14th December, at the Royal Naval Hospital, at Haslar, Lieute-
nant Gidney of the royal marines, of the Galatea. His remains were
iiitered at Haslar with military honors.

At his house, in Stanhope-street, after a lingering and painful illness,
Thomas Goode, Esq. navy agent.

Lately, was drowned, Mr. Robert Kingsmill M'Clure, midshipman of
II. M.S. the Minerva, and nephew of the late Admiral Sir Robert Kingi-
mill.

Lately, at Plymouth, Mr. W. Wilson, midshipman, of the Standard, was

unfortunately drowned returning on board his ship.

Lately Mrs. Haggett, wife of the Rev. Dr. Hagffett, prebendary of Dur-
ham, and daughter of Commissioner Fanshawe, of Plymouth dock-

yard.

Lately, in Sloane-street, Chelsea, John Fennel
1, Esq. late of the Navy

Pay-Office, aged 76.

On the 10th October last, on the passage from the West Indies, at

Madeira, Lieutenant William Beecher, first lieutenant of the Orpheus.
This young omcer fell a victim, to the yellow fever, in the 24th year of his

age.

On the 19th of January, at his house, in Bloomsbury-square, Edward
Ommanney, Esq. aged 77, many years a navy agent; from which business he
had retired with large property, acquired by unremitting attention and per-
severance. This gentleman was brother to the late Admiral Ommanney,
and uncle to the captain of that name.

Jan. 3. At Ryde, Isle of Wight, master Alex. G. R. Shippard, student

of the Royal Naval College, and eldest son of Captain A. Shippard,
R.N.

Nov. 23. At Cadiz, killed in action with the enemy's flotilla, Lieutenants
Thomas Worth and John Buckland, R. M.

The following letter was transmitted by Lieutenant Robert Preston

Campbell, of the royal marine artillery, to Major Minto, commandant of
that corps, at Chatham, dated Cadiz Bay, 26th of November, 1810,

reporting the death of these two officers in the following terms:

SIR,

It has most unfortunately fallen to my lot to convey to you the unpleasant

intelligence of the death of Lieutenants Thomas Worth, and John Buck-

land, of the royal marine artillery, who were killed on the 23d instant, by
the same cannon-shot, when most gallantly attempting to aestroy a flotilla

of the enemy's gun-boats in the harbour of St. Mary's. The attack was
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made by the gun and howitzer boats, in the latter of which were employed
the whole of the men comprising our detachment. The hunt winch

Lieutenant Bucklaod commanded was in a sinking state, when he was taken

out of her by Lieutenant Worth. Tluir remains were deposited in the

same grave, followed by all the officers or" the British and Spanish forces,

and the whole ceremony has been conducted with every mark of honour and

respect. The ^cneial service has suffered a severe loss
!iy their dissolution,

and I have to lament being deprived of two most valuable friends, who are

universally regrctu d by those who knc-v tiieni.

On the 1st of January, at Cheltenham, in the 37th year of his age
James Maxwell, Esq. of Orange Grove, in the island of Tobago, who a iV.-w

months ago returned to this country on account of ill health. His upright

principles and his social qualities, had long secured him the respect and
esteem of a numerous and respectable circle of acquaintance. Mr. Max-
well was of the family of Monteith, in Scotland, and first cousin to the

J)uchess of Gordon ; and, \\hat is rather an uncommon circumstance,
was one of nine brothers the whole of whom, except himself, h<tve been

bred up in the service of their country ! In which Device, a fyw years ago,
he had the misfortune to lose two of his brothers, both captains in the army.

Mr. Maxwell leaves behind him six brothers, three of whom are post-

captains in the navy; two arc captains of artillery, and one is in the

service of the II. E.I. Company.

On the 17th of December, as the boat of H.M.S- Apelles, was going on

shore, at Dungeness, a sudden gust of wind upset her, when Mr. Hubbeck,
the surgeon, and one of the crew \vere drowned. The purser, a midship-
man, and the remainder of the crew, were preserved by sticking to the

boat's bottom. The body of Mr. Hubbeck has been picked up, and
interred in Ilomney Church-yard.

Jan. 14, At the house of her son, Mr. R. Guy, sutler to the royal

marines, aged 66, Mrs. H. Guy, widow, upwards of twentv years uiatro:i

of the Ko\al Marine Infirmary, whose honesty and integrity can never be

surpassed in any rank of life, and wiiose example, in a public department,
is worthy of imitation.

Commodore Burron, the late commander of the Chesapeake frigate,
died at Xorfolk, Virginia, in October last, of an apoplectic fit.

AtMaryport, Mrs. Buchanan, wife of Capt. Robert Buchanan, of the brig-

Hawk, of that place, and sister-in-law to the Rev. D. Claudius Buchanan.

At Liverpool, Mr. James Erres, aged 64, several years masstcr of

a coasting ve-sel belonging to that port.

At Rocking, George Martin, 84, late captain R.M.

At Deal, Mr. Charles Hammond, aged 57, agent for shipping.

At Sheeruess, Mr. Siicton, late formau of the sail-makers, in the Kii:g'

dock-yard.

Mr. Talmer, quarter-man of the caulkers in that yard.

Mr. Laydon, aged 40, of tlie same.

At Chatham, Mr John Tonken, one of the timbcr-conrertors of the dock-

yard.

At St. Mawes, Mr. Anderson, late surgeon, R.N.

I:: Norton-street, Rear-admiral J. Boyle, aged 72.

On board the Ilk, off Jamaica, of the yellow fever, Lieutenant Joseph
"Dixie Churchill, eldest sun of the Reverend Dixie Churchill, rector of

ikustcad, Suffolk,
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES :

OF

CAPTAIN NICHOLAS TOMLINSON,
OF THE ROYAL NAVT.

"
Spcctemur agenda."

iFJ) ECEXT circumstances, relating to Captain Tomlinson, ha?Q
-*-*' drawn much of the public attention towards his professional

conduct. Independently of this, however, it must be readily ad*

mitted, that a gentleman who a has served for a period of thirty,

six years in the royal navy, during twenty-nine of which he acted

as a commissioned officer, having been appointed a lieutenant in

1782, a commander in 1795, and a post captain in 1796," is well

entitled to notice; particularly when it is added, that,
" in the

course of this long period^ he has been upwards of seventy times

engaged with the enemy, and three times wounded (once dan-

gerously) in the service of his country."*
In this light, we introduce Captain Tomlinson to the readers

of the NAVAL CHRONICLE. He is the third son of Captain

Robert Tomlinson, who entered the service in the year 1755,

under the patronage of Admiral Ilawkc. -f By the paternal side,

he is descended from Colonel John Tomlinson, of Burntclifl'6

Thorn, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, who bore a conspicu-

ous part in the civil wars, in the reign of Charles the First.

Mr. Tomlinson first went to sea, in the year 1774, with Lord

IIotham,| in the Resolution ;
of which ship his father was, at that

* Vide "An Appeal to the Public^ in bfhalf of Nicholas Tomlinson, Esq*
a Captain in his Majesty's Ntmy, 4' c- $c - %<'" from which a considerable

portion of the information in the present memoir is drawn.

f A portrait and memoir of this officer will be found in the Vllth Vo-

lume of the NAVAL CHKONIC'LE, page 453.

I A biographical memoir of Lord Hotham will be found in the IXth

Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 341, et scq. Early in 1776, Cap-
tain Hotham was removed from the Resolution, and made dommodorc in

the Preston, iu which he sailed for America, with a convoy, in the mbntk
'

of May.

r* f?nm, aiol, XXV.
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time, first lieutenant. In 1776, he left the Resolution, and went

into the Thetis frigate, in which he served three years, under the

late Admiral Gell; *
and, in the spring of 1779, he joined the

Charon, and went to the West Indies, with Captain Luttrell. +

" In 1779," says the writer of " An Appeal, &c.'
r

already

mentioned,
<c

Captain Tomlinson acted as Aide-de-camp to Com-

modore Luttrell, on board the Charon, at the siege and capture of

Omoa, and was one of those who scaled the walls of that fortress. J

In 1780, he served as midshipman, when the same vessel and

another engaged, and took the Count D'Artois, a French sixty-

four gun ship. After the Charon had been burnt by the enemy at

York Town,f in North America, Mr. Tomlinson was employed

on shore, and having been entrusted with the command of an

advanced battery, for his conduct, on that occasion, he obtained

the thanks of Lord Cornwallis in person. In the severe campaign

of 1781, he commanded an open gun-boat in the expeditions under

Lord Cornwallis and Gen. Arnold, on the rivers, and in the Che.

sapeak ; and was almost daily engaged in fighting the enemy.
*' After having been taken prisoner at York Town, with the

British army, Mr. Tomlinson came to England, in January,

1782, and in March following obtained a lieutenant's commission

for the Bristol. In the course of that same autumn, he sailed with

the rank of First Lieutenant to the East Indies, where the ship

just mentioned arrived time enough to take her place in the line-

* For the two first years, Captain Gell served, in the Tlietis, on the

North American station
; but, returning to England, he was sent, in 1779,

to the Mediterranean. Vide a biographical account of Admiral Gell, in

the obituary department of the XVItli Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE,

page 515.

t Captain J. Luttrell changed his name to Olmius, on the death ofLord
Olmius.

J The official details of this spirited exploit are given in our memoir of
Admiral Nugent (an officer who particularly distinguished himself on the

occasion) NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. X. page 449, et seq.

The Eienfaisant, Captain Macbride. The particulars may be seen in

our memoir of that officer, NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XIX. page 26B.

5 The Charon, and several transports, were burnt during the siege*
The town surrendered on the 17th of October, 1781.
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of-battle, during the last general action between Admiral Sir

Edward Hughes, and Mons. Suffrein.*

" The stay of this officer in the Eastern seas was shortened by
an unhappy event, "which, while it afforded an opportunity for dis-

playing his zeal, rendered his return to England absolutely

necessary for the recovery of his health. The Duke of AthoL

East India ship happening to be on fire in Madras Road, Lieute-

nant Tomlinson volunteered to go to her assistance (in the room

of another -who was ordered on that service), and was blown up,

and nearly deprived of life, in the midst of his exertions for the

preservation of the vessel : on this occasion, six other officers of

the same rank were killed, with all the officers belonging to the

ship, while three hundred men experienced a similar fate.t

"
Finding himself once more fit for duty, at the expiration of

sixteen months, he applied to the Admiralty Board, and was

appointed to the Savage sloop of war. During this period of ser-

\ice, nothing very particular occurred, as it proved to be a time

of peace ; but the lieutenant was enabled, even then, to enjoy the

unspeakable felicity of preserving the lives of two of his fellow

creatures : the one, Mr. Campbell, a young gentleman who could

not swim, and had fallen into the sea, and whom he saved by

jumping overboard; the other, a poor fisherman, who had been

overset, and to whose assistance he repaired in a small boat, during

stormy weather, at the evident peril of his own existence.

< v

During the Spanish armament in 1780, Lieutenant Tomlinson

was sent to Greenock on the impress service, and while there,

displayed his usual activity. But as no rupture ensued, at the

special request of the late Lord Hawke, his early friend and

patron, he was recommended by his Excellency Count Woron.

zow, the Russian ambassador, to the Court of St. Petersburg, and

immediately ordered by the Empress Catharine to be appointed

a captain of one of her line-of-battle ships. No sooner, however,

* Vide memoir of Sir Edward Hughes, NAVAI- CHRONICLE, Vol. IX.

page 108.

t The following were the lieutenants who suffered on this melancholy

occasion : Charles Egtin, of the Superb ;
Neal Morrison, of the Eagle ;

Thomas Wilson, of the Sceptre; James Thompson, of t,he Juno;

Pringlc, of the Active
;
and Alexander Allen, of the Seahorse.
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did a war between England and France appear inevitable, than,

relinquishing the most flattering prospects, he returned to his

native country, made an offer of his services, and was appointed

to the Regulus, on board of which, he continued as First Lieute-r

nant, during the space of eight months. At the end of that period

he left her, and was soon after appointed to the command of the

Pelter gun-vessel, at the recommendation of Captain, now Admi-

ral, Sir Sidney Smith.*

tc It is unnecessary here to detail the various operations in

which the Pelter was engaged, sometimes separately, and at other

times in conjunction with several of his Majesty's ships of war.

Repeated attacks upon batteries ; the destruction of the enemy's

vessels, while anchored under protection of cannon on shorp ;
and

an encounter with three armed schooners, two of them of equal

force with the Pelter, are events, which although they may excite

applause and attention, at the time, are either soon forgotten, or

but slightly remembered. Two exploits, however, may deserve to

be rescued from oblivion : one, the capture of a Chasse 3/orc'e,

under a battery in sight of the squadron, commanded by Sir John

Borlase Warren, + as it produced a flattering letter on the part of

that officer, and a generous rclinquishmcnt of the whole prize to the

Pelter alone, from the officers and seamen belonging to his

squadron. The other was the critical assistance afforded soon

after to the Royalist army, during the unfortunate expedition to

,Quiberon Bay ; for it was this same little vessel (the Pelter) that

covered their retreat ; prevented the enemy from achieving their

utter destruction ; and, at length, when their situation became

desperate, afforded both time and opportunity to conclude a capi-
tulation. On this occasion, the officer who commanded her, was

honoured with the thanks of the commodore on the quarter-deck
of la Pomone, in the presence of several distinguished officers of

both navy and army : and in his despatches to the Admiralty,
dated 22d July, 1795, Sir J. W. acknowledged these, services.
" To whatever extent bparding and cutting out the enemy's

A portrait and memoir of this officer appear in the IVtlj Volume of tlie

NAVAL CHRONICLE, page, 445.

t For a portrait and memoir of Sir J. B. Wan-on, the reader is referred
to the Hid Volume of the NAVAL CHKOMCLT:, page 3Sy.
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vessels from under forts, &c. may have since been carried, Captain
Tomlinson believes, he had thfc honour to set the example in the

late war (at least in Europe), by cutting out a lugger, in a single

boat, in open day-light, while lying within pistol.shot of a battery,

with the adjoining sand-hills covered with soldiers.

<c At length, in consequence of incessant fatigue, thirty out of

fifty of the crew* of the Pelter were confined to their hammocks.

The vessel herself also was greatly shook and damaged, by repeated

actions and the firing of her heavy guns, so that an immediate

return to England became indispensable. She was accordingly
towed nearly within sight of the Land's-end, by his Majesty's ship

Robust, when the tow-rope was cast off ; but in consequence of

adverse winds, and the Pelter being without lee-boards^ it was

iftterly impossible to proceed to Plymouth to refit, as was intended ;

Lieutenant Tomlinson therefore found himself obliged to yield to

necessity, and entered the harbour of Dartmouth in Septem-

ber, 1795.

" It was there the repairs took place, (continues the writer of

the "Appeal") in consequence of orders from the Navy Board,

which became the subject of accusation fourteen years after the

accounts had been examined and passed; when the commander

himself had attained a. superior rank ;
and when, by the lapse of

time, and the nature of the service, all the officers and men under

him had been rendered unable, by death, captivity, or absence, to

give testimony in his favour.

" As soon as the Pelter \\vspaid off sat Portsmouth, which was

in October, 1795, Mr.Tpmlinson was appointed First Lieutenant

of the Glory, whence he removed into the Tcsuvc gun-vessel, and

pn the 29th of November following, in consequence of his former

services, he was promoted to the rank of a commander, on which

occasion, he was commissioned for the Suiiisante sloop, of four-

teen guns.
" A few cruises jn the Channel opened a new scene (o the acti-

vity of his character ; but, as it is unnecessary to enter into mi-

nute particulars, it may be sufficient to observe here, that the

destruction of eight merchantmen on the coast of France, although

protected by a corvette of sixteen guns, and two cutters of four-

teen guns each ! the capture of the Revanche national brig, of
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twelve guns and cighty-five men, together with the Morgan pri-

vateer, of the same force, besides recapturing six valuable mer-

chant ships, her prizes, and a variety of similar exploits, ob-

tained, for the subject of this memoir, one piece of plate from the

Merchants of the City of London, and another from the Royal

Exchange Assurance Company.* Two letters of acknowledg-

ment from the Admiralty, and from Earl Spencer, then First

Lord, were followed soon after by a still more lasting as well as

more important reward, that of promotion to the rank of post-

captain in December [12] 1796.
.

"
Being unemployed during the mutiny, Captain Tomlinson

immediately made an offer of his services on that occasion. Sooo,

after, a new opportunity presented itself of signalising his zeal,

for he acted with the approbation of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty a volunteer in the Baltic, under Admiral Sir Hyde

Parker, who had instructions to consult him ; and he was employed

in sounding and buoying the channel for the British fleet to attack

the Danes and enter the Baltic. Sir Hyde Parker reported to the

Admiralty that, if Revel or Cronstadt had been attempted, his local

knowledge could not have failed to prove highly beneficial.

u
Such, indeed, was his eagerness to distress the enemies of

his country, that, on another occasion, he was perhaps led beyond

the exact limits of his profession, for not being then appointed to

any situation in his Majesty's service, he made an offer to fit out at

"his own expense, and even to command in person, a private ship

of war, after the manner of the Raleighs, the Cavendishes, and

the Drakes of former times. Not being able to obtain the public

sanction of the Admiralty for this purpose, Captain Tomlinson

determined to send a vessel into the Mediterranean, under the

superintendance of a man of approved courage and ability.

Having procured the leave of the Board, to go to Oporto, for the

purpose of establishing a correspondence, he immediately took hi*

passage in the Lord Hawkc, fitted out by, and belonging to hisvi-

clf.* In the course of the voyage, and before she had reached

* A &oincwhut more detailed account of the captures here noticed will

l>e found m a subsequent page, in Captain Tomlmsoifs Memorial to

the King.

i The Lord Hawkc sailed from Plymouth on the 6ih of August, 1193.
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Cape FinisterrC) six sail of she enemy were captured, one valuable

British merchant ship was retaken, and a French privateer

destroyed. During this passage, his privateer also took a Spanish

packet [I/Edad de Oro] returning from the West Indies, worth
about twelve thousand pounds ; but the Spaniards had thrown the

mail overboard, which Captain Tomlinson perceiving, he encou-

raged one of the seamen to plunge into the sea to recover it, and
this he effected, just as it was sinking ; whereby, such infor-

mation was obtained, as proved of essential service to this em-

pire, both in a political and a pecuniary sense of the word.*
" On this occasion, Captain Tomlinson, for the first time, in-

curred the displeasure of the Lords of the Admiralty, by the use of

the private signals for the Channel fleet ; and although his sole

view was merely to prevent any of the English cruisers from

running off their stations, by chasing the Hawke, which he knew
to be a fast sailer, unnecessarily and without any advantage what*

soever; yet he himself has been ever ready to allow, that these

reasons amount rather to ah apology than a justification of his

conduct."

The "
displeasure of the Lords of the Admiralfy." alluded to

above, proved of very serious consequence to Captain Tomlinson j

as we learn, that, in December, 1798, on a complaint made

against him, by Captain Joseph Sydney Yorke, of the Stag, and

Captain Percy Frascr, of la Nymphc, for having made the private

signals, when on board the Hawke, and making himself known by
them to la Nymphe and Stag, he was struck off the list of captains.

*
Captain Percy Fraser, of II. M. S. la Nyrrtphe, with tlie Aurora in

company, claimed the riht of sharing for 1'Edad de Oro
; a right which

Captain Tomlinson contested
; alleging, that the packet wa* taken by the

Lord Hawke, after firing several single shot, and one broadside at her,

which, from her distance, could not have been seen from the. "Nymphe ! as

appears by her own log-book. For the particulars of this affair, tlie reader

is referred to the XXIlId Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 293 :

where he will find Captain Tomlinson's " Vindication of the Co:id ict of an

Old Naval OfficerJbr his having disputed the Right of his Majesty's Ships la

Nymphe and Aurora, to share for the Spanish Packet I'E'lad de Oro, taken

by the Lord Flawke Letter of Marque, together with his Reasonsfor haling

jittcdout that Vessel to cruise against Ihe Enemies of this Country,"
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In the hope that, on a due explanation of his motives, and s.

statement of his past services, he might be reinstated in his rank,

he petitioned the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to rescind

their resolution ; but he was informed, in answer, that their

lordships saw no grounds for altering their original resolution.

Thus disappointed at the Admiralty, Captain Tomlinson, early iu

the year 1800, presented the following Memorial to the King :

" TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

The Memorial of NICHOLAS TOMLINSON, Esq. late a Chptain in Your

Majesty's Navy,

" HUMBLY SHEWETH,
" That he served twenty-six years in the roval navy, and was eighteen

years of that time a commissioned officer : having been made a lieutenant

in li82, a master and coinmancJer in 1795, and a post captain in 1796.
" That in the course of the said period your Memorialist was, (he really

believes) upwards of seventy times engaged with the enemy, and fre-

quently (though but once dangerously) wounded in your Majesty's service.

" That notwithstanding it may be difficult for him to particularize every
action in which he fought, yet he trusts that the following short account of

some of them will be sufficient to induce your Majesty to think favourably
of his services.

" In 1779, he was aid-de-'camp to Commodore Luttrell, on board the

Charon, at the siege and taking of Fort Omoa, as appears by the certificate

marked A.
" In 1780, he was in the Same ship when she engaged and took the

Comte D'Artois, a French sixty-four gun-ship, as appears by the certificate

marked B, and continued in her Until she was burnt by the enemy at York

A. " These are to certify ,Tha Mr. Nicholas Tomlinson served as midshipman
on board liis Majesty's ship tlie Charon, under my command, from the 10th day
of March, 1779, until the '23th day ot June, 1780, in the Channel and the Wc-,t

ladies, and that he acted as my aid-de-camp at lite siege of Fort Omoa, in the

Gulf of Honduras, during which time he conducted himself with diligence,

sfttcnliuii, and sobriety, and was always obedient to command.
" Given under my hand this 1st day of May, 1792.

" J. L. OLMIUS."

ft.
' These are to certify the Right Honourable Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, that Mr. Xicholus Tonilrnson served with me as midshipman on board

of H. M. S. the late Charon, from the 10th of March, 1779, to the 10th of Octo-

ber, 17U1, during which tiuie his behaviour was such as merited the esteem of

cvcrj. officer of the ship, and particularly in the action with the Comte d'Artoi*

Off the coast of Ireland.
" CHARLES ROBB,

" Master of the lute Charon/
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Town, in America, when your Majesty's Memorialist, with a part of the

ship's company, were employed on shore in the advanced lines, and

obtained the thanks of Earl Cormvallis, who was then commander-in-chief.

Before the said bhip was destroyed, your Memorialist commanded a gun-

boat, in the expedition under Brigadier-general Arnold, up James River,

and in the Chesapeak, and was actually engaged in fighting the enemy
(more or less) almost every day, and frequently two or three times in the

same day, from the beginning of January to the month of March, and was

taken prisoner at York Town with Earl Cormvallis's army, as appears by
the certificate marked C.

" In January, 1782, your Memorialist came to England, and in March

following was honoured with a lieutenant's commission for the Bristol, and

in September that year sailed as first lieutenant of her to the Last In.

where she arrived time enough to be in the last general action between Sir

Edward Hughes and Admiral De Suiirein. And before that action took .'

place, your Majesty's Memorialist, in assisting to put out a fire on board

the Duke of Athoi Eut Indiuman, in Madras Roads, was, with six other

lieutenants, who were all killed, and upwards of two hundred men (most

of whom were killed likewise), blown up, and had nearly lost his life, ai

appears by the certificates marked D. and E.

C. " These are to certify, That Mr. Nicholas Tomlinson served as midship-

man on board H. M. S. the Charon, under my command, in America, from the

25ih day of June, 1780, until the lOih day of October, 1781, when that ship

was burnt by hot shot from the enemy's gons ;
and that he comiiiatiaed a gun-

boat part of the campaign of 1781, on the riv-jrs in Virginia, under General

Arnold and Earl Curuwallis
;

after which, he served under my command at the

batteries of York Town, until that place was taken, and his conduct during that

time was thai of an attentive good officer, in whose favour I shall always be

ready to speak.
" Given under my hand this 2d day of May, 1792.

" THOMAS SYMONDS."

D. " This is to certify, That Lieutenant Nicholas Tonil'msou served as second

lieutenant of his Majesty's ship the Bristol, under my command, in the Channel,

from the 23d day of March, 1782, until the 1st of September following, and as

first lieutenant from that dale until the 14th of September, 1784, in a voyage to

the East Indies, and on several cruises and expeditions on the coasts of Coroman-

del and Malabar, during all which time his conduct was that of an active and a

diligent officer.
" Given under my band this 1st day of May, 1792.

JAMES BURNEY,"

E. " This is to certify, That being in Madras Road, on the 19th of April,

1783, in his Majesty's ship Bristol, under my command, on the ship Duke ot

Athol, belonging to thy East India Company, taking fire, Lieutenant Nicholas

Tomlinson, the first lieutenant of the Bristol, (the officer who was ordered on tliat

service not being immediately ready) did go with the boats of the Bristol to assist

in the endeavour to extinguish the said fire. That whilst he was in the Duke of

<&ron, (Hoi. XXV. o
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" That your Majesty's Memorialist, in consequence of the shock lie

received on hoard the Duke of Athol, was obliged to return to England iii

the Juno (as appears by the certificate marked Y), for tlie recovery of his

health.

"
'1'hat he no sooner found himself fit for duty, (which, however, was

not the case for upwards of sixteen months after his return in the Juno)

than he applied again for service, ami was appointed to the Savage, in

which sloop he continued for more than three years, (as appears by the

certificate marked G,) in which time he saved the lives of two of your

Majesty's subjects, at the imminent risk of his own life
;
once by jumping

overboard, as appears by the letter No. 1. from Thomas Carter, Esq. pri-

vate secretary to his grace the Duke of Portland,) to save the life ot Mr.

Campbell, (a relation of Mrs. Carter's) who had fallen into the sea, and

another time by venturing in a small boat, after a fisherman whose boat

Athol, she blew up, by which the lives of many men were lost, (nineteen belonging

to the Brittol) and Lieutenant Nicholas Tomtinson did then receive a violent

contusion in his breast and left side, and his whole body a dreadful sliock.

" JAMES BURNEY."

F. " These are to certify, That Lieutenant Nicholas Tomlinson served as first

lieutenant of his Majesty's ship the Juno, under my command, from the 14th day
of September, 1784, until the 16th day of March, 1785, in the East Indies, and

in a voyage from thence to England, during which time his diligence, and atten-

tion to duty as an officer, and his conduct as an experienced seaman, were

highly satisfactory.

" Given under my hand this 1st day of May, 1792.

" JAMES MONTAGU."

G. " These are to certify, That Lieutenant Nicholas Tomlinson served as

lieutenant of liis Majesty's sloop the Savape, under my command, from the 10th

day of July, 1786, until the 12th day of August, 1789, during all which tia-.c he
conducted himself as an active, zealous, good officer.

" Given under my hand this 2d day of M:iv, 1792.

" RICHARD R. BURGESS."

(No. I.)

" SIR *'
Edgcutt, near Banbury, 25th August, 1799.

" Tour letter tq Mr. Robert Campbell, of Carradel, which you sent under cover
to me, came here yesterday, and as it was unsealed, I thought myself at liberty,
under the present unfortunate circumstances, to examine from whom it came.

I am much concerned to be obliged to inform you, that Mr. Robert Campbell
died of a decline about a month ago.

" The fact you mention, of having saved his life by jumping overboard, whe
lie had fallen into the sea from the Savage, is perfectly in Mrs. Carter's recollec-
tion, and she authorizes me to say that she has repeatedly heard it spoken of by
him with the greatest gratitude.

"
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

* X. Tcmlinsm, Esq." THOMAS CARTER/*
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liad overset near to the slup, in a storm of wind, which increased so fast

and so much as to prevent ytour Majesty's Memorialist from returning to

die Savage: and it was with the. greatest difficulty that he and his boat's

crew avoided beinjj drowned, after they had picked up the poor fisherman.

L>:>th these circumstances your Majesty's Memorialist believes are recorded

in the log-book of that ship.
*' That soon after he left the Savage, your Majesty's Memorialist offered

his services generally, and applied to the Board of Admiralty for employ,
ment, and in the armament of 1790 was sent to Grcenock upon the

impress service, under the command of Captain Brenton, to whose certifi-

cate (marked [I) of his active conduct, your Memorialist begs leave to

re for your Majesty.

"That at die request of Lord Hawke, Count Worontzow, the Russian

ambassador at the British court, recommended your Memorialist to the

Empress of Russia, who ordered him to be appointed captain of one of her

line-of-battle ships, and accompanied his said appointment with an order

to the whole Russian fleet, of which the paper marked I, is a translated

copy.
" That upon the breaking out of the war between France and England,

JI.
" This certificate has been misla'd, and cannot be found."

L " In an Ukaaze received from the Imperial College of Admiralty, through

the Commissorial Department, it is written, That that College, in consequence of

a letter presented by the Admiral and Knight Ivan Loginovitch GulinishifT

Kutiisoff, written to him by the Vice-chancellor Count Ostcrtnan, stating, that heo

Imperial Majesty, on the representation of her ambassador extraordinary ihcn

residing in London, Count Worontzow, had condescendingly been pleased most

highly t command to receive into her service the English lieutenant of the navy.

ToTulinson, upon the same foundation as" other English sea officers had bueix

received during the late war, to which letter was annexed the copy of another

addressed to the said vice-chancellor by the above-mentioned ambassador exira>

ordinary, and also original certificates of the service of that lieutenant, from

which it appears, as Count Worontzow in his letter says, that this officer entered

the service as midshipman in the year 1774, served with the rank of second

lieutenant in the year 1782, was appointed first lieutenant in the year 1784, and

continued withool intermission in the service till the 1glh of August, 1790, in tho

course of which time he was in many different actions and commands, and

throughout, both in service and elsewhere, conducted himself orderly, and,

discharged his duty with obedience and zeal, and he recommeuds him to the

chancellor strongly
as a person of good conduct, posseted ^of

qualities worthy of employ, had determined to receive the said English lieutenant

of the navy, Tomlinson, into the service, after the example of his countrymen

who had before been received, to administer to him the oath, to compute Ins pay,

his provisions, and his seniority,
from the signing

of his appointment, that i., from

the 5th of last August, and to appoint him to the second division upon winch he,

was ordered bv the admin,! ta the ship Larutoff, in the fifth squadron, the cor*,

gander of which squadron ou board of that ship will please
to give orders to re,

reive him, administer to him the oalh* of AUdily
tc the service, enter him OH tU

|)sU ?
and commence bis
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your Majesty's Mcnmriali'-t joyfully quitted all those flattering prospects

which the aforementioned appointment held forth to him, and returned

immediately to his native country, and made an offer of his services, and

was appointed to the Ilcgulus, in which ship he served as fust lieutenant for

eight months, and then left her to take the command of the Pelter gun-

Vessel, at the request of Captain Sir Sidney Smith.

" That in April, 1705, your Majesty's Memorialist in the said vessel

attacked (with an intention to hoard one of them) three gun-vessels, two

of which were of equal force with the Pelter, in the road of Etnples, upon
the coast of Normandy, while they were under the protection of a battery,

and a particular account of the transaction was sent to Mr. Secretary

Nepcan, on the 16th of the same month.

" That in May following your Majesty's Memorialist, in compnny with

the Diamond, Syren, and six gun-boats, under the command of Sir Sidney

Smith, was engaged in an attack upon a battery of considerable force, at

St. Cas, on the French coast.

" That in the following month your Majesty's Memorialist sailed under

the orders of Sir John Borlase Warren, to Quiberon Bay, where he was

employed to cover the landing of the troops, and in attacking (with three

other gun-vessels) a ship of twenty-four and a cutter of ten guns, which

they destroyed, in the River Morbihan, and in various skirmishes along that

coast, in which his conduct was witnessed and very much approved by

Captain Bertie, of the Thunderer, who commanded in chief the gun-vessels

on these occasions. In this expedition your Majesty's Memorialist was

ordered by Sir John Warren to attack a fleet of chaste marees oft" the River

Crach, which he did, and took one of them, although she had anchored under

a battery at the mouth of the river, which battery your Memorialist first of

nil silenced : nnd on this occasion his conduct was witnessed by the com-

modore, and the rest of the squadron, who approved of it so much, that the

vessel was given by them as a prize to the Pelter alone, as appears by Sir

John's letter to Mr. Long, secretary of the Treasury, marked K.

" SIR,
" La Pamone, Plymouth, 9th March, 1797.

K. " I take tlic liberty of acquainting you of my hnving received a letter from

Captain Tomlinson, who formerly' commanded the Pelter gun-vessel in Quiberon

Bay, respecting a chatse marfe belonging to the enemy, which he cut out from

under a battery at the cnlrance of the river Crach, in the above-mentioned bay,
on the 10th of August, 17'J5.

"The vessel was valued at one linnd red pounds, and in consequence of the

gallant conduct of Captain Tomlinson, the squadron under my command deter-

mined to allow the above sum to the Teller. The chaste maree was afterwards

employed in carrying water to the Standard, who then lay in Belleisle Road, and,

was on hrr return to Quiberon Bay drove on shore and totally lost,

" As 1 did not give Captain Tomlinson the sum agreed for, no application being
at that time made lor payment, it escaped my recollection, and as I returned to-

Sir Edward Pellew all t lie money intrusted to my care, which remained after the

expedition,! have to solicit you will be pleased to lay the case before their lord*

ships, in order that the same may be allowed to the Pelter. I am, fc> c.

"
Charles Long Esq. Treasury." JOI1X WARREN."
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u
Again, on the same expedition, when the army was beaten, and were

retreating, your Memorialist, unassisted by any other vessel, went so near

and continued running along the coast so advantageously with the troops, as

to be able to cover their retreat, and prevent the enemy from destroying the

greatest part of them, thereby giving them (which they otherwise would not
have had) an opportunity to capitulate, for which your Memorialist received

the thanks of Sir John B. Warren, as appears by the paper marked L, after

Sir John had, on the quarter-deck of la Pomone, in the presence of the

officers of that ship, and a number of captains of the navy, and a general

and several other officers of the army, personally, and in very flattering

terms, th-.nked your memorialist for his behaviour on that occasion.

" From that time to the 20th of August, your Majesty's Memorialist con-

tinued cruising, and the fatigue endured by him and his vessel's crevr

was so groat, that nearly thirty of her complement (which consisted of no

more than fifty) were actually confined to their hammocks, and the rest,

with your Memorialist at their head, were in so reduced a state, that the

vessel was obliged to be towed home by your Majesty's ship the Robust.

" On her arrival at Portsmouth, the Pelter was paid off, and your

Majesty's Memorialist was put into the Glory, as first lieutenant, but

removed again in November to the Vesuve, another gun-vessel, and on the

29th of the same month was promoted to the rank of a commander, and

commissioned for the Sufnsante sloop, of 14 guns.
" The day after leaving the Downs in the said sloop, for the first time,

lie retook a sbip and a brig that had been captured by the enemy. He
was then sent by Vice-admiral Onslow, to cruise in the Channel, and on

the 27th of May your Majesty's Memorialist chased and came up with

amongst the rocks, on a Ice shore on the enemy's coast, close to Brest

Water, and engaged and took the Revanche national brig of twelve guns

and eighty-five men, for which he obtained the approbation of (lie Admiral,

which your Majesty will see by condescending to refer to his letter to Mr.

Nepean, of the 29th of May, 1700, a copy whereof your Memorialist was

furnished with by the admiral's order, and is hereunto annexed, marked M.

L. " Extract from Sir John Warren's Letter to the Admiralty,

da'.edWdJnhj, 179.5.

" I am particularly indebted (o the zeal of C.iptain Keafs upnn fliis as well a

every former occasion, wbo superintended the embarkation, and also to Captain

psilvie, who distinguished hims,Ml'hy the judicious manner in which he placed his

ship to annoy the enemy. Lieutenant Tomlinson. of the Pelter, is aho entitle. I

to my thanks", having attended the enemy, and incommoded their march along

fhore."

., SIR>
"

Camli-ilze, Ilansczf, 2?tJi May, 1796.

M. " His Majesty's 5loop la Sufii?ante arrived here yesterday evening, with

the national brig la Revanche, which she captured on the 27th instant, between'

tshant and the Main, particulars of which arc contained in ihe enclosed It

from Captain Tomluison.
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And your Majesty's Memorialist, for his services on that occasion, was

like wise honoured with a piece of plate by, and the thanks of, the committee

for encouraging the capture of French armed vessels, presented and

transmitted to him by Sir Richard Ncave, Bart, as will appc-ar by the

papers marked N. and O : and, which was still more gratifying, your Ma-

jesty's Memorialist's conduct was approved, and he was congratulated on

his success by the Lords of the Admiralty, in a letter from Mr. Nepean,
marked P. Your Majesty's Memorialist, in the month of June following,

" From all the accounts I hear, Captain Tomlinson's conduct upon this occasion

was highly honourable to himself as an officer and a seaman, as more danger was

attached to the Suflisante, from the risque of shipwreck upon the enemy's coast

in the passage Dn Fore, than from the force of the enemy, from which difficulty he

very ably extricated himself.

" I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

" Evan Kepean E ?." RICHARD OXSLO\V."

"sin,

N. " I am requested by the Committee for the Encouragement of the capture
of French Privateers, Armed Vessels, &c. to transmit to you the enclosed copv of

their minute of yesterday, requesting your acceptance of a piece of plate, as a

testimony of their sense of your merit in the capture of the Revanche and Mor-

gan, French privateers, and recapture of six English merchant ship?.
" And I beg you at the same time to accept of my acknowledgment for the

protection you have thereby afforded to the commerce of this country.

"And am, Sir, your obedient humble servant,
" RICHARD NEAVE, Chairman,"" Merchant Seaman '$ Office, Royal

Exchange, London, July 15th, 1796.

"
Captain Tomlinson."

O. " Merchant Seaman's Office, July 14th, 1796.

*

Meeting of the Committee for Encouraging Ihe Capture of French Privateers,

Armed Vtssels, <-c.

''Sir Richard Neave, Bart, in the Chair.
"

Resolved,
" That Captain Toralinjon, of IF. M. Sloop la Suffisante, be requested l>y this

committee to accept of a piece of plate, value
fifty guineas, in acknowledgment

of his gallant behaviour in the capture of the Revanche French brig, in the action
on the 27th of May, and also in the action on the 27th of June last, when ho
captured the Morgan, French privateer, and recaptured six British merchant
ships, her prizes, and in testimony of the sense this committee entertain of the
protection he has thereby afforded to the commerce of Great Britain."

8IR> P. "
Admirnl'y-cffce, 30/7t May, 1796.

"
Having communicated to my Lords Commissioners of the Admiraliy, vour

Inter of the 23th instant, giving an account of your having, after a chase of
eleven hours, cooic up with auJ

ensured the Revanche, French brig, uoopling
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took a French privateer, called the Patriot, and a ship under American co-

lours, with contraband property on board.

" On the 27th of the same month, your Majesty's Memorialist re-took

two British ships laden with wine from Oporto, and on the following clay

engaged and took the Morgan, a French privateer, and, (manning her

immediately) gave chase to and retook four valuable merchant ships that

had been captured by her, (and on the 29th made prize of a Danish brig
laden with French property) for which your Majesty's Memorialist a^ain

received the thanks of the Committee for encouraging the capture of French

armed vessels, and also the thanks (marked Q) accompanied with a piece
of plate, from the Committee of the Court of Directors of the Roval

Exchange Assurance, transmitted to your Majesty's Memorialist by Mr.

Watson, their secretary, in the letter marked R : and for Vice-arhniral

Onslow's opinion of this transaction, your Majesty's Memorialist begs leave

twelve long four-pounders, with a complement of eighty-five, men, commanded

by Mons. George Henri Draveraan
,
I am commanded by their lordships to ac-

quaint you, that they approve of your conduct, and are pleased with your
success. " I am, Sir,

" Your very humble servant,

" EVAN NEPEAN."
"

Captain Tomlinson, la Suffisante, Plymouth."

Q.
" At a Court of Directors of the Royal Exchange Assurance, 20th July, 1796.

" The Committee of Averages of the 14th instant, having recommended a piece

f plate, of the value of fifty guineas, to be presented to Captain Tomlinson, of his

Majesty's sloop la Sufllsante, in consideration of his spirited and active conduct

in the capture of the Morgan, French privateer, and the recapture of six mer-

chant ships, her prizes, on the 28th ofJune last, off the French coast :

"
Resolved, That the court do approve thereof, that the secretary do acquaint

Captain Tomlinson with the resolution of the court, and that the company's silver-

smith be directed to prepare a piece of plate accordingly, with a suitable

inscription thereon.

" ALEX. WATSON, Sec."

"
SIR,

R. " It is with the utmost satisfaction I communicate to you the annexed re-

solution of the Court of Directors of theRojal Exchange Assurance.

" As soon as I am favoured with your address, orders will be given to tLt

company's silversmith to receive your instructions.

" I have the honour to be, Sir,

" Your most obedient humble servant,

" ALEX. WATSON. Sec."

11
Royal Exchange Assurance, 26ih July, 1796."

Captain N. Tomlinson, of hit Majesty's

La Sujfisante, Plymouth."
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to refcr your Majesty to the Vice-admiral's letter of the 30th of June, 1796,

marked S.

On the 1st of August following, your Majesty's Memorialist attacked,

upon the French coast, a convoy of seventeen merchant vessels, pfDtected

liy a brig of sixteen guns, and two cutters of fourteen guns euch, and ilroxe

on shore and destroyed eight of the merchant vessels which was witnessed

by Sir John B. Warren, who in the evening passed by and saw the wrecks

of the vessels amongst the rocks, where also the Suffisante was at anchor,

and in danger of heiug lost. Your Majesty's Memorialist can boast ot no

other mark of public approbation of his conduct on this occasion, than

Mr. Secretary Nepenu's letter, marked T, as your Majesty's Memorialist's

account of the transaction was never published.
"

Early in the same month, your Majesty's Memorialist took a schooner,

with French property on board, and a large French ship laden with rice

and wine; and on the same day a Dutch vessel laden vvitii wine, and about

the middle of the month, a large ship with masts and spars for the King of

Spain, which carjjo was landed for the use of your Majesty's dock-yard at

Plymouth.
t: On the day following, your Majesty's Memorialist took a French

vessel under American colours, laden with French property, which was

condemned.
" The sloop, after docking, sailed in the month of September, and early

in October your Majesty's Memorialist took four Spanish vessels, three of

which he sent into Plymouth, and the other he despatched with the

prisoners to Spain.
"

\ our Majesty's Memorialist continued cruising in the said sloop until

the month of December in that year, when he was (he flatters himself, and

S. "
Copy of a Letter from Vice-admiral Gin-low, cammaniiin^ his ilajetty's Shipt

and Vessels' ut Plymouth, to Mr. AV;>e<in, dated June 30th, 1796.
" Herewith I have the pleasure to enclose a teller from Captain Tomliuson, of

!

jesty's sloop la Snfiisatue, containing particulars of his success in capturing
the Morgan, French privateer, and recapturing the six English merchant ships
named in the enclosed list, that had been taken by her, ?.nd which you will be

pleased to lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiraliy.
" So complete a piece of service, performed by a vessel of sucb small force 35

the Suffisante, I am persuaded their lordships will admit, reflects great credit ou

CaplamToiulinson, his officer*, and men.
" RICHARD ONSLOW."

51 R> T. "
Admiralty-office 5th August, 1796.

"
Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of

the lt instant, acquainting me of vour having fallen in with a convoy of the

uemy, eight of winch you had drove on shore; I am commanded by their lord-

sh.ps to acquaint you they are pleased uilh jour proceeding*.
" I am, Sir, your very humble servant,

' EVAX
Captsun Tomlinson, La Suffimnte."
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thinks he is warranted by Lord Spencer's letter to liim, marked V, in

believing, for his services) promoted to the rank of post c;i[. tain, hut not

appointed to any ship upon service. He volunteered his services during
the mutiny, and svas honoured with the two letters Nos. 2 and 3 from
Lord Spencer.
" Your Majesty's Memorialist, impatient of being idle, frequently soli-

cited a ship, but having no prospect of immediate employment, and being
desirous of further distinguishing himself by distressing the enemy, he made
an oft'er to Lord Spencer, of fitting at his own- expense, and commanding in

person, a private ship, but was informed by his lordship, (who honoured

your Majesty's Memorialist with the letter marked W,) that it would be

improper to grant your Majesty's Memorialist leave for that purpose.

V. "
sin,

" No one can feel more satisfaction than I do at (he activity and spirit of your
Lite conduct on several occasions in the command of the SuiuVdiite, and^I am

bappv to hear that it has obtained so many honourable testimonies of approbation.

You may rely on its accelerating your promotion ;
but I cannot immediately give

you another step, till an opening offers of which I can avail myself consistently

with some arrangements I am at present obliged to make.

" I aiu, Sir, with great truth,

" Your very obedient humble servant,

"
Admiralty, 20th August, 1796.

" SPENCER."

'

Captuin Tomhnson."

(Xo. C.)
"

SIR,

" I received this morning your letter of the 24th, and will make a note of the

ofler you have made of your services, but am not sure that t'.ie present occasion

will make an opening which may enable me to accept of them.

" I am, Sir, your very obedient humble servant,

"
Admiralty, 27th M<iy, 1797.

" SPEXCER,"

"
Captain Tomlinson."

(Xo. 3.)
" SIR,

' I will make a minute of your offer, for which T am obliged to you, but at pro-

sent there is no vacancy into which I could put you.

" I am, Sir, your very obedient humble servant,

"
Admiralty 12tA June, 1797.

" SPENCER."

"
Captain Tomlinson."

\V. " sin,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, and, in answer

to it, to acquaint yon, that it would be improper to give you leave ot absence I

the purpose mentioned in it.

" I am, Sir, vour very obedient humble servant,

;

Admiral^, 9th February, 1798."*

ol. XXV. *
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" Your Majesty's Memorialist, slill anxious to distress the enemy, awl

considering the aforementioned letter of Lord Spencer only as a refusal of

the public tanctioa of the Board to your Majesty's Memorialist's public TL-

quctt, but not intended to prevent him altogether from serving his country

at A private individual, determined to send a vessel into the Mediterranean,

under the command of a man of approved courage and ability, and re-

quested leave of the Board of Admiralty logo himself to Oporto, to establish

a correspondence for the s;iid vessel ;
which having obtained, (by the paper

marked X) he took his passage on board his own vessel, culled the Lord

llawke, commanded by Pendock Xeale.

*' On the 6th of August, 1798, die Lord llawke sailed from Plymouth
for her station in the Mediterranean, with an intention to call at Oporto to

land your Majesty's Memorialist ;
but before she reached Cape Finisterre,

having captured eight of the enemy's vessels, and retaken one valuable

British merchant ship, and destroyed a French privateer, the crew of the

Lord llawke was so much reduced, as to make it necessary for her to return

to England for her officers and men, without which she could not prosecute

with effect her intended voyage, and on the 1 1th of September she relauded

your Majesty's Memorialist at Plymouth, from whence he had been absent

only five weeks.

" That previously to his sailing from Plymouth, your Majesty's Memo-
rialist knowing the Lord Ha-wkc to be a very fast sailer, and likely to run

your Majesty's cruisers off their stations, procured a copy of the private

X. "
SIH. "

Admiraly office 14th July, 1798.
" 1 have communicated to my Lords Commissioners of llie Admiralty, your

letter of the 12th instant, desiring leave to go to Oporto on your private affairs
;

nd in return I am commanded to acquaint you, that their lordships are pleased
to give you three months leave for that purpose, under the following ro
s fictions, viz.

" That if, while absent, you go to any other place than the above-mentioned,

you immediately inform their lordships* secretary thereof.
" That you do not enter into the service of any foreign prince ot state.
" That if you do not return to England within six months, after being there-

unto required by public notice in the London Gazette, you forfeit a!l the half-par
that may be due to you.
" That during your absence, the half-pay be not paid to your representative,

unless a certificate is produced Iroiuone of his Majesty's ministers or consuls, or
the governor of one of his Majesty's colonies or settlements, of your being alive

;

together with the usual affidavit, that you have not enjoyed the benefit of any
public employment ; and your leave of absence, or a copy thereof, attested bv
llieir lordship*' secretary.
" If you should have occasion to continue longer abroad than the time foi

which jour leave is hereby granted, you are to apply in due time to tl.eir lord-
bipi for a renewal of it

; and when you return to England, you are to 8 i c them
immediate information thereof.

" I am, Sir, your very bumble servant,
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signals, in use in the Channel fleet, merely with a view to prevent any of the

ships of that fleet from chasing him unnecessarily.
" That agreeably to your Memorialist's expectation, the Lord Hawke

was several times chased by English cruisers, who were prevented
from running off their stations by the said private signal being made tp

them.
" That your Majesty's Memorialist, from the moment lie obtained the

said private signals, until he delivered them into the hands of Mr.Nepean, at

the Admiralty, never once entrusted them to the care or custody of any per-
son whatever, nor made any other use of them than is hereinbefore stated ;

nor was any person belonging to the Lord Hawke, on board which vessel

they were so used by your Majesty's Memorialist, made acquainted (directly

or indirectly) with their signification, as (your Majesty's Memorialist trusts)

will plainly appear from the papers marked Y and Z.

Y. " DEVON,
to wit.

" Nicholas Tomliuson, late captain of his Majesty's sloop la Suflisante, maketh

oath and sayeth, That on or about the 16th day of July last this Deponent ob-

tained leave of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,

to go to Oporto on his private affairs, and accordingly embarked on board the

private ship of war Lord Hawke, as the least expensive and most safe conveyance,

she being a fast sailing armed vessel, belonging solely to this deponent, and sailed

from Plymouth on the 6th of August following : And this deponent further

inaketh oath, that on the 3th of the said month, the said private ship of war being

close to Ushant, fell in with the grand fleet to the westward, and two frigates to

the eastward, near Brest, and which this deponent supposed to be the two in-

shore frigates attached to the said fleet, and stationed there to watch the motions

of the enemy ;
that the advance-ship of the fleet (the Canada) chased the Lord

Hawke, as did the two frigates aforesaid, and as the Lord Hawke outsailed those

ships, her crew would not allow her to be urought-to, to speak to them, for fear

of being impressed ;
and this deponent seeing with concern the ships running off

Iheir stations to no purpose, requested the captain of the Lord Hawke to hoist

certain flags that denoted the private signal, which this deponent had taken to sea

with him, conceiving he could forward his Majesty's service by using them when

he saw occasion, to prevent the King's ships chasing unnecessarily off their sta-

tions ;
that soon after the said signals were made, the advance-ship of the fleet

k-ft off chase, but the two frigates continued the pursuit all that and the follow-

ing day, contrary to the expectation of this deponent, he having frequently

repeated the private signal for the reason above set forth, but without making any-

person on board the Lord Ilawke acquainted with the meaning or
signification

thereof, and by so doing, this deponent meant and really supposed he was for-

warding Ins Majesty's service, by endeavouring to prevent the said frigates from

runiiin* off their stations : And this dsponent further maketh oath, that the said

private ship of war continued her course, after losing sight of the said frigates,

with various winds, until the morning of the 6th September, when being close in

with the land, near f'onmna, in Spain, (and having previously captured seven of

the- enemy', merchant vessels, retaken a valuable British brig, and dcs.ro.vcd

French private,-),
she fell in with nnd captured the Spanish packet La Edui
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" That on the 13th of December, 1703, your Majesty's Memorialist

Oro, which sin: came up with and boarded, having first preserved the mail of the

packet that had been thrown overboard, and was sinking, when one of the people

belonging to the Lord Hawke jumped into the water, and saved it from being

lost : That the said packet at this time was a league or thereabout, from C'jrunna

aforesaid, where a line-of-battle ship, two frigates, and several privateers belong-

ing to the enemy, then lay at anchor ; that at the time of the said capture, this

deponent observed two large ships, (which afterwards proved to be his Majesty's

shius la Nymphe and Aurora) one about four leagues to the westward, and the

otliT about the same distance, or rather further to the north-cast, or to leeward,

and consequently they were about eight leagues apart, and not in company with

the Lord IIa\\ke, or with each other, at the time of the capture of the said Spanish

packet by the Lord Hawke : And this deponent further raaketh oath, that at the

time the said capture was made, none of the crew of the Lord Hawke could dis-

cover what those strange ships were, and fearing they should be two of the

enemy's ships of war, the captain of the said private ship of war, immediately after

taking possession of the packet his said prize, wore round, and made all sail off

shore to the northward, as well to avoid any ships or vessels that might push out

of Corunna after him, as tp get clear of the two strange ships aforesaid : And
this deponent further makcth oath, that the said strange ships chased the Lord
Hawke and her prize, from about ten o'clock in the morning, when she was taken,

until between six and seven in the evening (between eight and nine hours) when

having run about eight leagues from the place where the capture was made, they
were still six or seven miles distant from each other, and it having appeared likely
to fall calm in the afternoon, this deponent made llie private signal to ihc ship ta

windward, hy way of ascertaining if she was a friend, or an enemj, as this

deponent supposed, if it frli calm they would send their boats to board the Lord
Hawke and her prize, which, if' they did afier dark, fatal consequences might
have ensued, from the impossibility of knowing at that distance what she was

(the Nymphe being a French built ship) : And this deponent further saycth, that
he made the private signal as before set forth, tp prevent any accident happening,
and by his so doing, two boats only were despatched from the strange ships (on
its falling calm) to board the privateer and her prize ; whereas six or eight boats,
well armed, would have been absolutely necessary to have been sent on that ser-
rice, (at the distance the ships were off) had not this deponent made the private
signal, and thereby prevented the posMlnlily of an accident happening, from the
natural right small vessel* have to keep oil' ihe boals of strange di-tani ships thai

may attempt to board the:,, after dark : Ami this deponent laslly makcth oath,
that during the time the private signals were in his possession, he never committed
them to the care or d.sposal of any other person ; and that from the time they
^ere in the pojscssion of this deponent, until he delivered them to Mr Nepeantthe

Alu,,raliy, on his arrival m London, (with the first account of the said
packet and IHT muil having been taken) he never misapplied them, or communi-

1 then, to any person whatever, but only u*ed ihcm himself in the mmn ,.t
icfore stated, for the g,ocJ of his Majesty's service.

Bouo B or
CLUTOX,-)

" N <CIIOLAS TOMLLVSON-"
DARTMOUTH HARHNI.SS, f
Sivorn before me this

'Jlst^
day of March, 1799. j

" KOI3ERT JIOLDSWORTH, Justice."
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tros informed by Mr. Nepean's letter, that the Lords of the

Z.
" Pendock Neale, commander of the private ship of war Lord Hawke,

and Robert Wright, surgeon of the said private ship of war, jointly and
severally

make oath and say, That they, these deponents, were on board the said private

ship of war the Lord Hawke, on a cruise, on the eighth and ninth days of August
last, when she was chased by two frigates, appearing to be English, and which
thcss deponents have since been informed, were his Majesty's frigates the Stag
and Amlwcade : that the Lord Hawke outsailed ilie said two frigates, and the
crew belonging to the Lord Hawke would not allow her to be brought-to, to

5pcak them, for fear of being impressed ; and these deponents say, that Nicho-
las Twmlinson, Esq. captain in his Majesty's navy, who was then on board the

said privateer Lord Hawke, on his passage to Oporto, expressed his concern to

these deponents, that the said frigates should run off from their stations after the

Lord Hawke to no purpose, and then the said Nicholas Tomlinson requested the.

said deponent, Pendock Neale, to hoist a flag at the main-top-mast head, and
another at the fore-top-mast head, but without informing these deponents, or

any other person on board, the meaning of those signals, or either of them : That
the said frigates still continuing in chase of the Lord Hawke, the said Nicholas

Tv>mlinson again expressed great uneasiness on account of their following her

(as he supposed) off their stations, as they could not come up with her; and in

the hope they would leave off the chase, the same signals were again repeated :

and the said deponent, Pendock Neale, for himself saith, that at the time the

said signals were made, he this deponent was kept perfectly unacquainted with

their meaning or signification ;
and that they were never intrusted to his care or

disposal, or any other person belonging to the said private ship of war the Lord

Hawke : And that on the said Nicholas Tomlinson's quitting her, on returning

from her cruise to Plymouth, he the sairi Nicholas Tomlinson took them on

shore with him
;
and that on all occasions the said signals were considered and

only used, as he this deponent believes, to prevent his Majesty's ships from

chasing the Lord Hawke, or drawing them off their stations : And these depo-

nents further say, that the cruise of the said privateer Lord Hawke was to have

finished in the Mediterranean Sea, after having cruised through the Bay of Bis-

cay, and on the Spanish coast : that the said Nicholas Tomlinson h;wl taken his

passage to go to Oporto aforesaid, in the said privateer Lord Hawke, where she

was to have landed him, prior to her departure frm thence to the Mediterra-

nean, but having sent away all the prize-masters and officers, the said deponent,

Pendock Neale, found it necessary to bear away for England, to recover his

officers and men, which had been despatched in prizes, all of which were taken

to the eastward of Cape Finisterre : And lastly, these deponents make, oath and

say, that the said privateer Lord Hawke never got round the said Cape, during

the time the said Nicholas Tomlinson was oil board her.

' PENDOCK NEALE.
" ROBERT WUIUIir.

" Sworn at the Borough of Plymouth,
in the County of Devon, this se-

venth day of January, one thou-

sand, seven hundred, and ninety-

nine, before me,
TUBAL LEWIS,

" A Master Extraordinary in Chaucer)"
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laftv had thought fit to dismiss your Majesty's Memorialist from your

jcsty's service. [No. 4.]

** That your Mnjt-sty's Memorialist petitioned their Lordships to rescind

therr said resolution, but was informed by Mr. Nepean, that their Lord-

ships
" Saw no gronmls in his Memorial for altering their original determi-

nation on his case."

" That your Majesty's Memorialist hath since solicited, but in vain, to be

made acquainted with the precise cause of his dismissal; all he knows of

flic matter is, that the complaint alluded to in the aforementioned letter,

No. 4, consisted of some papers stating that he li.id made use of the sslore-

saicl private signals on board the Lord Havvke privateer (where he

was a passenger, bound to Oporto, with leave from the Board of Admi-

ralty) which your Majesty's Memorialist in his petition to their Lordship?,

ueithcr denied nor attempted to justify.
" That your Majesty's Memorialist is ignorant of any other proceedings

of his on board the said privateer, that should have subjected him to this

Tery heavy displeasure of the Board of Admiralty, and for which they have

punished him so severely. lie can, indeed, imagine that their Lorcfships

displeasure arises, partly from his having used the aforesaid private sig-

nals, and partly from his having fitted out the said private ship of war,

after he received Lord Spencer's letter. But then the punishment is

so disproportioned to either or both of those offences (even supposing
them to have been wilful), that he hardly feels himself warranted in ca-

tertnining such a notion. In the event, however, of this conjecture being
well founded, your Majesty's Memorialist begs leave to repeat, and hum-

bly eutreats your Majesty to believe what hs says, that lie obtained the

said private signals for the best of purposes, and used them on no other

occasions than those which are noticed in his aforementioned affidavit.

.And with regard to the letter, he solemnly declares, that he did not coii-

ceive it extended to him in his private capacity, but considered it as he has

before stated, merely as a refusal to sanction your Majesty's Memorialist

with public leave for thar particular purpose. In whatever light your Ma-

jesty shall be pleased to view this business, your Majesty's Memorialist,
ut least for the present, must consider himself the most unfortunate of your

.
,

T

No. 4.

" 8IK >
"

Admiralty-Office, i'OtA November, 17P8V

" I fun commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to acquaint
VDII, that on a consideration of ell the circumstances you have stated in your justi-

licalifn. on lliesohjecr of the complaint exhibited against you, oil iiccount of your
proceedings on hoard the Lo.d Ilawkr privateer, they have thought it their duly
niorJcf your name to he struck oft' the list of captains' of the royal navy.

" I aw, Sir, your very bumhle servant,

" EVAN NEPEAX."
14 X. Tomlimon, Ftj. Toten.''

" This letter was not received till the iG'.li of December, J798."
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subjects, inasmuch as, by his loyalty and zeal to serve your
Majesty, he has brought upon himself and family the heaviest of calami-

ties. When the kingdom was threatened with invasion, and your Majesty
from the throne, the Lords and Commons in Parliament, and your Majes-
ty's ministers, in their several departments, called upon every servant of

the crown, and recommended to every individual of the state, to exert

themselves jointly and severally, to the utmost^of their abilities, your Ma-

jesty's Memorialist, anxious to be foremost amongst the many who were

willing to sacrifice their lives and fortunes in defence'of your Majesty's

peison and government, stood forth (he is afraid now with too little cere-

BUOUV) in a way that he then thought, and afterwards found, to be Use best

in which his services, as a private individual, (for he was upon hidf-ptiyt

and unable to obtain any public employment) could prove him devoted t

your Majesty, and shew his ambition and readiness to spill his blood, and

to spend his fortune, in the service, and for tl>e good, of his country.

u Your Majesty's Memorialist never pretended to justify the sets of

obtaining and using the said private signals; on the contrary, he is now

sensible of, and has humbly acknowledged to their Lordships the impropriety
of his conduct, although he can safely call the Almighty to witness the

purity of his intention in doing both the one and the otlier ;
andintlte

most solemn manner he begs leave humbly to assure your Majesty, that

instead of injuring, he had in view, as he said before, only the benefit ot'

your Majesty's service, which, no doubt, was materialy assisted
;
and in all

probability the lives of several of your Majesty's subjects were saved by his

having the said private signals in his possession, as appears by the alore-

incntioned affidavit, marked Y. Neither has your Majesty's Memorialist

presumed to call in question their Lordships' right of pronouncing on him,

without a trial, the hard the very hard and severe sentence of dismissal,

for an error, which, in its worst shape, your Majesty's Memorialist will pre-

sume to hope may be considered as venial.

" Ami when it shall be remembered that your Majesty's Memorialist has

served your Majesty lull six and twenty years, with zeal, fidelity, and

honour
; that in the course of that period he has been nearly as often in

action as any other man in your Majesty's service ;
that as a subaltern he

Was engaged in the capture of five of the enemy's ships of war ;
that as a

commander he took and destroyed twenty-one ?f their privateers
and mer-

chant vessels, and retook from them nine (several of them very valuable)

British merchant ships; that he has frequently received the public thanks

of hiscommmanding oflicers for his gallantry, (to say nothing of the appro-

bation with which his best exertions have been more than once honoured by,

the Lords of the Admiralty) and as memorials of, and rewards for, his KT-

vices to his country, lias been complimented with two pieces of plate from

the great mercantile bodies of the City of London nay that even in tlie

voyage which brought upon him this ever-to-be-lamented
displeasure

of (ir-

Board of Admiralty, he recaptured one, and took and desiroyc-.l
nine vos

sels, making in tlie whole, thirty vessels taken and destroyed, aiul ten

vessels retaken fioin the em my by your Majesty's Memorialist; In-, imw-
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bly hopes lie shftll not be deemed presumptuous in requesting that ynur

Majesty would be graciously pleased to reconsider his case, ami (culling to

your Majesty's recollection tlic number of instances of punishments miti-

gated, even for offences proved to have been injurious to the state, and

derogatory to the honour of the nation, but resulting from error in judgment

only, and not accompanied with any apparent intention to do wrong)

accept of this his acknowledgment of the error he lias committed, and

order him to be restored to his former rank and situation in you? Ma-

jesty's navy.

" All which is most humbly submitted by your Majesty's dutiful and

devoted subject and servant,

January IGth, 1800."

This memorial, impressive as it is, failed in its desired effect ;

but, in April, 1801, Captain Tomlinson, as has been already inti-

mated,
a served as a volunteer -with Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, at

the attack of Copenhagen, where he so much distinguished him.

self, and was so highly spoken of by the admiral, that, on a se-

cond memorial being presented to the King, he was graciously

pleased to restore him to the rank of post captain, from the 22d of

September, 1801."*
" But this is not all," observes the writer of the ^AppcalJ

" for

Captain Tomlinson was not only reinstated, but re-employed, bc<

ing appointed soon after to the command of the Sea Fencibles, at

Southend, in Essex. While stationed on that coast, his mind, ever

active, and constantly panting after real service, on the proper

element for a British sea officer, in 1809, suggested to the Admi-

ralty the plan of an attack on the enemy's fleet, in their own ports,

by means of fire-ships. Previously to this, Captain Tomlinson

not only improved the old plan, but pointed out a new, and more

efficacious disposition of this description of vessels, which was ap-

proved by the Board of Admiraly ; and he himself was soon after

actually employed, with confidential and secret instructions from

the Lords Commissioners, to fit out, and command all the fire-

*
Title SCHOMBERG'S Naval Chro,loloy, Vol. III. page 194.
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ships, which were ordered to be completed according to his

method.

" The Board of Ordnance displayed great activity and zeal, upon
this occasion ; but from the Navy Board, the stores demanded were
not obtained

; and the expedition actuallyleft England without them ;

although the Secretary to the Admiralty, relying on the exertions

of the Commissioners of the Navy, had informed Captain Tomlin-
son that "

they should be supplied in due time," no less than four

weeks before the armament left the Downs. Such conduct ne-

cessarily produced complaints on the part of Captain Tomlinson,
who feeling himself responsible for the event, and knowing that

this was the only species of force that could possibly come in

contact with the enemy's fleet near Antwerp, not only remon-

strated with the Board in question, but was at length under the

absolute necessity of stating his wants, and disappointments, to a

superior tribunal."

Captain Tomlinson, in a subsequent Memorial to the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, which will presently appear,

observes, that, ultimately, in the room of some new seven and eight

inch hawsers, part of the stores demanded, he " was supplied

with a quantity of old rotten braces and clewgarnets, that had beeu

returned from the Sceptre, after an India voyage."

To what extent these stores were actually required, or employed,

in the progress of the Scheldt expedition,* we are not informed ;

but, in the destruction of the basin, arsenal, and sea defences of

Flushing, Captain Tomlinson obtained the high approbation of

Captain Moore, of the Marlborongh, whom he assisted in that

service. -f The fire-ship in which he was embarked having beta

wrecked, he returned to England in the Isis.

It appears to be the opinion of the writer of the "
Appeal,"

that Captain Tomlinson, by his previous remonstrances and coin-

plaints, had drawn down the high displeasure of the Navy Board;

* The reader who may wis,h to be informed of the particulars of this

expedition, may be amply gratified, by referring to the NAVAL CnuttMCLE,

Vol. XXII. pages 75, 133, 140, 143, 154, 158, 164, 170, 171, 2-13, Sl,

and 434 ;
and Vol. XXIII. pages 77, 113, 200, and 301.

t Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, VoJ. XXIII. page 78.

JSat>. fffcron. 91 ol. XXV. Q
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but, by way of excuse for the prosecution which was afterwards

commenced against this officer, he observes

' " The Navy Board had been lately accused of gross neglect, by

those appointed to investigate its conduct ; and was further

charged with permitting one of its accountants to obtain improperly

upzcards of 285,0001. of the public money :
* the Commissioners

doubtless imagined, that in an age famous for punishing petty

crimes and partloning great ones, a fine opportunity now pre-

sented itself, for, redeeming their characters with the public at

large ; and, accordingly, having allowed a Leviathan of a de-

faulter to escape, they were determined, if possible, to entangle

a shrimp!"

Of the justice of these allegations, or of the motives by which

the Navy Board might be actuated, we profess to know no-

thing ;
but it appears that, soon after Captain Tomlinson's arrival

in England, a warrant was issued against him, on a charge of having

transmitted to the Navy Office, in the year 1795, while commander

ofthePeltergun-brig, a forged voucher, to the amount of 291. 5s. Od.

from a sub-tradesman. +

61 It was on his return from a visit to his noble friend the Earl

t)f St. Vincent," says the writer of the '

Appeal,'
u that Captain

TomHiison learned, with equal indignation and surprise, that the

officers of Bow-street had beset his house, alarmed a numerous

family offemalex, and were prepared to seize upon his own per-

son, in a county where he acted as a magistrate, and on the very

spot, in which he had long exercised an important naval command !
"

' c A contest now took place, whether

Captain Tomlinson should be dragged a prisoner to a police office.

or surrender himself voluntarily, as had been offered by him. It

was not, indeed, until a third summons had been issued by
Messrs. Graham and Narcs, two police magistrates, that Mr.

* " See Fifth Report of the Committee on the Public Expenditure,

page 1, 2, and 3."

t A blacksmith, who " was accustomed, while working at the forge, to

get any otlu-r person to sign papers for him, under pretext that his hands
were dirli/ ; and having afterwards quarrelled with his employer, lie swore,
and ptrliops swore very truly, however roguish his intentions might be, tliat

the voucher in question had not his signature affixed !" J'We note to

"An Appeal" c. page 22.
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Knight, the attorney, and Mr. Nelson, the secretary of the Navy
Board, thought fit to attend, as they insisted on a previous com.

mitment. At length, they obeyed, and, in order to give greater

weight to the charge, which was no less than that of connivance at,

OT what is technically termed a criminal utterance of, a forged

paper, a learned barrister was feed for the occasion. But not-

withstanding the well-known eloquence of Mr. Gurney, the unre-

mitting zeal of their solicitors, as well as the weight naturally

attached to the accusation of his Majesty's commissioners; and

although the supposed culprit, relying on his own innocence alone,

was unprovided with any other advocate : yet the justices just

alluded to, being unable to detect the remotest appearance of

guilt, were pleased, at the close of the examination, to dismiss the

complaint !

"
Thus, after incurring an expense of nearly two hundred

pounds, the prosecution seemed to be dropped."
" But

notwithstanding Mr. Knight had publicly acknowledged in the

presence of a respectable magistrate, and also of the counsel em-

ployed by himself,
' that he was convinced Captain Tomlinson

was innocent, and that the proceedings had originated in a mis-

take;'* yet to the utter shame of all those engaged upon the

occasion, the very witnesses who had been present, but preserved

due silence during the late examination, were so far from being

scrupulous when adduced as ex-partc evidence before a Grand

Jury, and varied so much even from their former affidavits, that

a bill was found, both against the ship-builder, and Captain Tom-

linson.

" Instead of proceeding immediately to trial, the Wow was

suspended, during six weeks, as if to render it more heavy. At

length, however, the captain was placed as a common culprit in.

the bail-dock, and solemnly arraigned at the Old Bailey Session, in

July, 1810,+ for assisting in plundering government, in the year

1795, to the amount of a few pounds !

* Mr. Bicknell, the real Solicitor to tiie Navy Board, being asked by a

respectable lawyer, liuw he could countenance so unjust a prosecution
as

that instituted against Captain Tomlinson ? answered, that he always 1

up both his hands against it, and that it was entirely carried on by ot era,

without his approbation."

t Saturday, July 81. For a brief report of the trial,
ride N

CHRONICLE, Vol. XXIV. page 102.
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" The Attorney-general, a most able and conscientious officer,

being misled by his
briefj

exerted -himself, with his usual assiduity.

He of course magnified, enlarged, and criminated, in conformity

to his instructions, and according to the usual practice of the

bar. It was a popular cause : here was a great builder, who had

constructed twelve ships for government, and through whose

hands upwards of one hundred thousand pounds of the public

money had passed, arraigned for forgery with intent to defraud

the State
;
and by his side stood an old post captain of the navy,

who had lately, indeed, blown up the dock and arsenals of Flush-

ing, and yet who was supposed to have been base enough, fifteen

or twenfy years ago, to participate in a fraud of 591. 5s. !

'* It was boldly maintained, that two lee-boards and other

repairs for the Pelter, charged at 981. 18s. in 1795, and for which

1 101. was usually allowed at his Majesty's dock-yard at Wool-

wich, had never been sent to Portsmouth, although the Peltcr's

log-book was in court to prove their being received on board of

her there, before that vessel was paid off. Lieutenant Walsh, and

his clerk too
?
attended to prove that he found them on board,

\vhen she was recommissioned by him, and that they were never

lifted before he joined the vessel in question, as shipwrights were

afterwards employed for that purpose. The very certificate as to

the reasonableness of the freight will be found annexed to this

address.* Another fruitful source of invective against Captain

Tomlinson, was neglect on the score of superintendance ; now it

nppcars by a plain reference to dates, that all personal superinten-
dance had become utterly impossible, as Captain Tomlinson, then

only a lieutenant, had sailed from Dartmouth, by Admiralty orders,

' We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being two merchants of

Portsmouth, do certify, that the sum of four guineas charged above for

freight of two Ice-boards from Dartmouth to Portsmouth, is a fair and

reasonable price for the same for ready money.
' Given under our hands atPortsinou;!), this '.20th day of September, 1795.

"\YIU.I.\M MORGAN,! -

" EDWAUD miLM-:, j
Merchants.

Tl.r subjoined bills, forming Xos. I. and II. of the "Appeal" shew the

particulars of the charges incurred for the repairs of the Pciter :
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on the 9th of September, 1795 ; and the lee-boards in question

" Lieutenant Nicholas TomHnson, Commander of his Majesty's Gun-bout

Pelter, to Benjamin Tanner, Dr. to work done on the said Vessel.

. s. d.

"1795. To William Thomas, labour, 14 .days, at 3s. per day 2 2 O
" To John Macey, labour, 14 days, at 3s. per day ____ 2 2
" To Thomas Foran, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day .. 1 16
" To John Sullock, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day ___ . 1 16
" To Samuel Hill, labour, 14 days, at 3s. per day ___ . 2 2
" To George Salton, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day ... 1 16
" To Robert Nicholls, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day.. 1 16
" To Leonard White, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day .. 1 16
*' To William Sullock, labour, 14 days, at 3s. per day..'220
" To Joseph Gloine, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day ... 116
" To William Gillaro, labour, 12 days, at 3s. per day.. 1 16
" To a labourer, labour, 14 days, at 2s. per day ...... 1 8
" To self, attendance, &c. labour, 14 days, at 4s. per day 2 16
" To allowance on the above labourers, at 4rf. per day 2114

"Aug.20. To 136 feet of gross oak timber, at 4s. 6d. per foot . . 30 12
" To %cwt* bqr. lib. of oakum, at 18s. per cat. ...... 2 1 3

" 22. To \cwt. 3qrs. of pitch, at 16s. per cwt........... 1 g

"Sep. 7. To 3 gallons of tar at 2s.... ....... . .......... 060
"

9. To 24 feet gross oak timber, at 4s. 6d. .... ....... 5 80
'' To the use of floatstage and working boat, 7 days, at3s. 220
" To cash paid the blacksmith, as per bill annexed . . . . 9 5

"98 18 0''

" Mr. Benjamin Tanner, to Nicholas Randall, Dr. to Smith's Work done

for two new Lee BoardsJor his Majesty's Gun-boat, Peller.

" 1795. . s. d.

"Aug.30. To 9Qlb. of holts, at 4<7. per lb................. 112 8

*'
Sep. 3. To 94 ft. of bolts, at 4 d. per Ib................. Ill 4

" To 27/6. cf bolts, at 4d. per lb................. 9
" To Scwt.

2<??-s. Til. for braces and hangings, at 6d

per lb...................... , .......... 9 19 6
" To Sczct. l<jr. 25/6. for braces and hangings, at 6J.

per lb.................. *-.. ..... . ..... 9 14 6

" To nails for the hand and braces .... ---- --- ..... 4 6

" To two bands round the bottom, (35 at 4d. .. ...... 1 1 8

" To two fids, 11/6 at 6d. ...... - ............... 056
" To four cramps, 3 lib. at 6d.................... 15 6

" To tc-n rings, at 1 penny each

*' To 110 ilat- headed bolts, at . each. .. .......... 310
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were not finished before the 23d or 24th of that month. It was

also stated,
* that the captain had cast himself loose from the

Robust, and gone to Dartmouth, instead of Plymouth;' whereas

it appears from the carpenter's expense-book,
' that one of the

lee-boards was carried away on the 27th August, by a press of sail

to keep up with this ship.'*

" At the tery first blush of the business in a Court of Justice,

" Annexed to this, t. e. by wafer, is the following receipt.

" Dartmouth 19th of September, 1795. Received of Mr. Benjamin Tan-

ner, the sum of twenty-nine pounds five shillings, being the amount of

smith's work done on two new lee boards for his Majesty's gun-boat, Pelter,

as per bill annexed.
NICHOLAS RANDALL"

* " It may be proper here to observe, that previously to her being sent

home from Quiberon Bay, Sir Edmond Nagle was ordered to survey the

Pelter and her crew ;
and he reported to Sir John Borlnse Warren, what

he has lately confirmed in person, viz. that Lieutenant Tomlinson was worn

off his legs with fatigue, and that the Pelter and her crew were in so dis-

abled and sickly a state, that if she met with bad weather on her passage

home she would founder. As the Attorney-general was instructed to
insist,

that the Pelter could have fetched Plymouth instead of Dartmouth, it is

proper here to remark, that being, according to the log-book, five or six

leagues to the southward 6f the Lizard, at 7 P.M. on the !27th August,

1795, with the wind to the northward, Lieutenant Tomlinson ordered her

to be kept close to the wind on the larboard tack all night; and at day-light

on the morning, after parting company with the Robust, Lieutenant Toin-

liuson (whose health did not admit his keeping the deck during the night)
found the Pelter had fetched in between the Eddystone and the Bolt-

Head; a'nd the wind being then atN.N.W. (all which the log-book proves)

he was not in a situation to attempt impossibilities, or even to hesitate, for

more than half his crew were sick, and confined to their hammocks; and

being without a surgeon, it became his duty to run for the first port he could

fetch. To attempt to beat to windward in such a flat-bottomed, ill-con-

structed wreck, was out of the question ; for the Pelter always made twu

or three points leeway, when sailing by the wind.

" It is recorded in the Pelter's log-book, August 26th, 1795,
'
at 9A.M.

cast off from the Robust, which went and took the American ship (a prize)

in tow.' But Captain Thornborough did not permit Lieutenant Tomlinson

to part company until after he had seen the land ; for it is slated in the

Robust's log, August 27th, at 4 P.M. ' saw the Lizard bearing N. | W 6 or

7 leagues ; made the Pelter's signal to part company.' The wind being
then X.N.W. was of course directly off ihe land. The Robust continued

her course up Channel for Portsmouth, and the Pelter hauled close to the

vnud for Plymouth, which she could not fetch."
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the Judge appointed to preside (Mr. Justice Le Blanc) declared
himself exactly of the same opinion as the magistrates had been
before : in short, like them, he saw no cause of action, and

accordingly dismissed the prosecution. Indeed, when it is con.

sidcred that there existed not a shadow of guilt, it would have
been more for the honour of his Majesty's service that it had
never taken place.
"

Supposing the ship-builder culpable for a moment, there was
but one link wanting to connect Captain Tomlinson as an accom-

plice : but this was a very important one, it being the precise
link that formed all the criminality, and constituted the sole

flifference between guilt and innocence. The specific accusation

was,
l for falsely forging, and uttering as true, a certain receipt

for 291. 5s. with intent to defraud his Majesty.' Now the paper
in question constituted part of the charge for the iron work of the

lee-boards, and formed one of the vouchers, not officiously,

but necessarily, and according to the customs and usages of

his Majesty's navy, transmitted by the commanding officer

of the Pelter, to the proper board. It was impossible for

him to detect any fraud in the signature of the blacksmith,

an inferior tradesman, whom he had never seen in the whole

course of his life, and was therefore unacquainted with his hand-

writing. In addition to this, the attestation of Messrs. Geaves

and Bales,* two very respectable merchants of Dartmouth, as to

the reasonableness of the charge, might have quieted the scruples

The "Appendix, No. VI." to the "Appeal,"' signed "John Walsh,

lieutenant, R.N." says :

" After carefully examining the log-books of his

Majesty's ship Robust, and gun-vessel Pelter, of the 27th of August, 1795,

considering the state of the wind and weather, also the flat construction and

other bad qualities of the Pelter, (at that time only schooner rigged) and

from commanding her near five years, being well acquainted therewith, lam
of opinion, from her situation off the Lizard at 7 P.M. on the aforemen-

tioned day, that, during the ensuing night, she could not have made her

true course better than N.E. by E. which would bring her in with the land

between the Bolt Head and the Start Point."
* " We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being two merchants of

Dartmouth, do certify, that the sum charged above for the shipwright's

and blacksmith's work, is only a fair and reasonable price for the same for

ready money.
" Given under our hands this 2?d clay of September, 1795.

'
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of the most suspicious veteran in the service. Let it also be recol-

lected, that the bills in question were transmitted, referred to, and

approved of, by the Deptford officers, October 12, 1795, as will

be seen by the Appendix.* Now is it to be expected, that

Lieutenant Tomlinson should be a better judge than the officers of

his Majesty's dock-yard ? and that the supposed imposition, which

had escaped the vigilance of a master-builder and two assistants,

should be detected, after a slight perusal, by the superior sagacity

pf a young lieutenant of the navy ? Or was it to be supposed,

that he should refuse at his peril) to transmit a voucher, in which

their prying eyes and technical sagacity could not perceive an error ?

"
JIad this cause been left to the cognizance of a Jury, a croud

of respectable witnesses were ready to testify the falsity of the

accusations ;
and it would have been seen, that the charge had ori-

ginated in the rancorous enmity of a certain set of men against the

ship-builder, + as the Attorney-general fairly acknowledged ; one

of whom actually betted a guinea on his conviction by his own

evidence: while the accusation, so far as Captain Tomlinson was

concerned, had been countenanced, persevered in, and supported

* The Pelter sailed from Dartmouth, September the 9th, before the lee-

boards were finished. They were afterwards carried round in a coasting

sloop, and delivered on board the Pelter the 2Cth September, at Ports,

mouth, with the foregoing documents, which Captain Tomlinson trans-

mitted to the Navy Board, by a letter dated the beginning of October,

1795, and on the corner of this letter is written a memorandum by the

Secretary of the Board, to this effect :
" Refer these accounts to the Dept-

ford officers ;" who, in consequence of such reference, made the following

Report .

" HON. SIRS, Deptford Yard, \Q.th Oct. 1795.
" In compliance with your directions of the 7th instant, we have exa-

mined the enclosed bills for a pair of lee boards and caulking work done
for the Pelter gun-boat, and are of opinion that the prices charged therein.

are reasonable.
" THOMAS POLLARD, Builder.
" JOHN FKANKI.AND, 1st Assistant.
" ROBERT RUNDLE, 2d Assistant."

" After this report, the bill drawn by Captain Tomlinson was ordered to

be paid."

t This remark is somewhat at variance with a statement which occurs in

Captain Tomlinson's subsequent memorial to the Admiralty. But the Navy
Loan! could not prosecute Captain Tomlinson, except through the ship~

builder, which appears from the nature of the case, as stated in the "Appeal"
and in Captain Tomlinson's Memorial,
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by persons in high situations, who must now blush for their parti,
cipation in so nefarious a transaction."*

Exclusively of his private expenses, Captain Tomlinson's solid,
tor's bill, for assisting him in the defence of this vexatious and
harassing prosecution, amounted to the sum of 5461. 3s. 5d. more
than five year's half pay ; with the view of obtaining a reim-
bursement of which, he, in the month of December

last, delivered
in the following Memorial, to the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, which wfll be found to throw additional light upon the

subject :

(COPY.)
' To the Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners for executing the Office of

Lord high Admiral, 4'C. #c. <$<:.

" The Humble Memorial of Nicholas Tomlinson, a Captain in the

Royal Navy.
"

SHEWETH,
" That your Memorialist has served in the royal navy thirty-six

years, with fidelity ;md honour, in every quarter of the globe, and has

been near twenty nine years a commissioned officer; having been made a

lieutenant in March, 1782, a commander in 1795, and a post captain in

1796; during which period he was engaged with the enemy upwards of

seventy times : many of which engagements have been honorably acknow-

ledged and recorded by the Board of Admiralty, by his commanding officers,

and by his country.
" That in March, 1809, (some time before the attack on the enemy's

fleet at Basque Roads) your Memorialist transmitted a plan to the lion.

William W. Pole, your Lordships' then secretary, for conducting fire-ships

rctten leading dozen to attack the enemy, which was afterwards adopted ;

and, in June following, he was appointed to command the fire-ships attached

* At the end of tlie "Appeal," from which we have found it necessary

to quote so largely, it is mentioned, as " not a little remarkable, that on tlio

very expedition in which Captain Tomlinson was so basely and unjustly

accused of attempting to defraud the Navy Board of a few pound?, he

himself was bereaved of a prize, which was taken from him and employed
on the public service. This vessel was a lugger, named the St. Vincent,

with a cargo of flour and brandy, which was purchased for the squad/on ;

and she was condemned as good and lawful prize to the Pelter, in Novernl er,

1795. Lieutenant Tomlinson wished to have taken her home with hi-n, Lul

was told she was wanted for the King's service; and to this day he Iui not

received a shilling for the hull of that prae."

tttol. XXV.
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to the armament then bound to tire Scheldt, which were to be filled agr<*-

al.ly to his phin ;
ami having on the 1st of July sent to jour Lordships'

secretary a list of naval stores necessary for their equipment, he was

informed by Mr. Pole, iit his letter of the same date (sent express to Wool-

wich) th:xt
"

they would he supplied in due time," and no doubt orders

to that effect were given to the Navy Board, but as they were not sent to

Woolwich, where the tire-ships were fitted, your Memorialist expected to

find them at Deal ;
and 0:1 his arrival there, the 19th of that month, he

made inquiry at the naval yard, &c. and finding that nothing had been pro-

Tided, hcfeit it his duty to acquaint Mr. Pole therewith; as the stores ii>

question constituted the dirkrence between the fire-ships under his direc-

tioas, and those that had so lately failed in the attempt to burn the enemies

fleet at Basque Roads; they were therefore indispensable: for the officer

who led the squadron to the attack in Aix Foad, has given it as his

opinion, that if the plan transmitted to Mr. Pole by your Memorialist on

the 2 'id of March, had been adopted, nearly the whole of the French fleet

must have been destroyed by the fire-ships on the night of the llth ot"

April, 1809.

" That your Memorialist, feeling the responsibility rested with him if

any thing was deficient, and knowing that the fire-vessels under his coin*

iiiund were the only species of force that could come in contact with the

enemy's ileot near Antwerp, he represented his wants and disappointments

to the Navy Board, and stated that the stores promised him by Mr. Pole

were indispensable to the success of the enterprise which he was to con-

duct ; and on the 26th of July, the Navy Board sent him- some stores of

the same name as those demanded on the 1st, but seven-eighths of them

were not of that quality, and being of no use to the fire-ships, a survey was

held on them, and they were condemned; but your Memorialist suspects

tl^at his zeal for his Majesty's service on that occasion, was the cause of his

suffering unexampled persecution, for he was informed from respectable

authority, that their attornies acknowledged, pending his trial, that the

15 mrd did not wish to injure the ship-builder, 'but only to punish

y>:ir Memorialist.
' " That on the 20th of July, 1809, the day the armament left the

Downs, jour Memorialist, feeling much anxiety and reponsibilitv, again
communicated his wants and disappointments to your Lordships' secretary,
with a request that the stores in question might be forwarded immediately

to him, wherever Sir Richard Strachan might be, as they could not be

dispensed with
; and, ultimately, in the room of some new seven and eight

inch hawsers, p;irt of the stores demanded, your Memorialist was supplied
with a quantity of old rotten braces and clewgarncts, that had been re-

tiinu-d from the Sceptic after an India voyage.
' That from the opinion your I.urdshins entertained of your Memoria-

;.iliti(s, he humbly conceivo he was appointed to command in this

i[io<-t honorable and prominent post of dangc-r, in the largest armament
'l' ;'t '

I'ngland ; and he was afterwards employed to destroy the

il M riu-.hi:i, and his exertions on that occasion were mentioned
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favourably by Rear-admira! Otwiy, in his letter dated the Ihh of Decem-
ber, 1809, published in the London Gazette.*

" That the fire-ship in which your Memorialist was embarked bein>r

wrecked, he returned to En-Jam! in the Isis, and resumed his command of
the Sea Fenciblt-s in Esses; but he had nut been many days in England,
and was returning home, when he learnt with astonishment and indigna-

tion, that his house was beset, and his numerous family alarmed by How-
street officers, who were sent to seize on his person, at the instance of the

Navy Board, (in a county where lie is a magistrate, and on a spot where he

long exercised an important naval command) under pretence that he had
" uttered" i. e. transmitted to the Xavy Ofiice, in the course, of his duty,
us commander of the Peltcr, a forged voucher in the year 1755, to the

amount of 291. 5s. from a Sul'-Truciesmun, who swore in open court

before three of your Lordships, that he had never seen your Memorialist

before; therefore he could not be acquainted with his hand writing, to de-

tect a forgery if there was one: and this must have been known to ti

deputy solicitors of the Navy Board, as they had this man up from Dart

muuth two or three times before on this business; and as the voucher in

question was given to your Memorialist, with others, he supposes he trans-

mitted it to the Xavy Board, but it was not necessary to pass your Memo-
rialist's (or even the shipwright's) accounts, and this was known at the

Xavy OHice, for their own secretary pointed out that circumstance to the

police magistrates while your Memorialist was present; therefore lie could

jitire no interest in it !

" That your Memorialist's accounts for the Peltcr had been audited and

tying on tin- shelf at Somerset HJU*C, u^-ntrds O/'FOIWTEEX YEARS, when be

v. as called upon, he believes, contrary to all precedent, to prove the authen-

ticity of the voucher above'-inentioiieiJ, at the peril of hw life, n;i great

injury of his character and fortune: but your Memorialist respectfully

submits, that if (after the lnp-c of so many years) they had reason to sup-

pose anv thing was wrong in his accounts, .an impress against l:is pay to the

amount of 2PI. 5s. until an explanation had been obtained, would have

fulfilled all the purposes of public justice, and been in conformisy to the

naval instructions, and the usage of the service; for this mode of procedure

was strictly followed in respect to two or three gallant orticors, of high

rank, at tile close of the American war, who were actually mulct in large

ums; but they were not a! tempted to be hunted down at the public

expense-, by police officers, and attornics ;
for they were employe! in im-

portant commands pending the investigations of their accounts, and subse-

quent to paying the money. And although the Navy Board were in con-

stant correspondence with your Memorialist on the public service, they did

not require any explanation from him, agreeably to the custom of the

navy, which every officer of rank nnd chamber has a right to expect fro.u

the commissioners; but thief-takers were sent, at their instance, to drag

your Memorial^ from hit command at Sout fiend, on a warrant u

Vide NAVAL CHROXICIB, Vol. XXIII. pages 77 and7.
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from a police magistrate at Bow-street, selected for the purpose, and upon

affidavits manufactured in another place ;
without the knowledge or consent

of Mr- Graham, the sitting magistrate of the day; and he was actually on

the Bench, when the deputy solicitors to the Navy Board, their secretary,

and the police magistrate alluded to, &c. retired into a private room with-

out his knowledge or approbation ;
and by accident only, Mr. Graham dis-

covered v\ hat had been going on, and he lias declared he never met with

more iniquity in all his practice in that office
; and the warrant was thus

obtained against your Memorialist upon affidavits,
*
antedated, which he

has been informed were not even read to their witnesses; who afterwards

coniradic'ed upon oath, before the magistrates, what they had sworn to in

those affidavits ! And these uerc the men that zcere carried before a grand

jury to get a bill found, and then to the Old Bailey, to swear away the lifejnf

your Memorialist ! !

" That the magistrate above all,- led to, bein"; asked how he could grant

the warrant against your Memorialist without interrogating the witnesses,

acknowledged to Mr. Graham, the police magistrate, (while your Memo-
rialst was present) that, he had been imposed upon by the representations

of the deputy solicitors of the Xavy Board; but he promised never to take

their word again, upon such occasions, or to grant any more warrants on

their representations : for the correctness of the above statement your
Memorialist begs leave to refer your Lordships to Mr. Graham, who is

officially acquainted with the whole of this business. And your Memoria-

list most respectfully submits, that if this case is allowed to grow into a pre-

cedent, no officer can sleep secure in his bed, that has ever transmitted a

voucher to the Navy Office
; for, according to this example, they may begin

with the admiral of the fleet, and descend to the junior officer that ever

sent a voucher to that office, fifteen or perhaps fifty years before ;
and hold

up this authority I'M terrorem, to overawe and intimidate, at the public

expense, any officer who may have just cause, as he had, to represent their

neglect to your Lordships: for it has bef.-n officially reported at the Admi-

ralty (for Mr, Yorke's information) by the magistrate who investigated this

business, that any other officer, however exalted, wiight have been taken to

Bow-street, with as much propriety as your Memorialist was, under pre-
tence that some voucher sent to the Navy Office many years before was

forged ; though it might, as in this case, have been impossible for him to

detect it.

" That on hearing his house was beset by police officers, your Memori-
alist carre to London for legal advice, and his solicitor applied to Mr.

Knight, one of the deputy solicitors to the Navy Board, to fix a time* to

have their complaint investigated by the police magistrates, and your Me-
morialist would attend

; but this reasonable request was refused by Mr.
Knight, who insisted on his being first in custody (and if course manacled)

9 "
Affidavits dated 3d January, but s\forn to on Saturday 3d February, 1810."
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before he wo.ild appoint a meeting, and he therefore wrote the following
note to your Memorialist's solicitor :

Til;-, Knight's compliments to Mr. Taunton, and when he has nojicc
that Captain Tomlinson has surrendered to the warrant, he will apply to

Mr. Xares, to rix a tirae for the examination.

" Gnat Mar'borough-strcct, t-

Friday Evening.'
"

" Your Memorialist most respectfully submits, tluit this contemphtOHt
treatment of its superior officers, bi/ such men, must teml to bring the n'.iTy

into contempt, and depress the. high and honourable spirit that now prevails

among all classes of its (officers ; and humbly doubts the propriety of allow-

ing these deputy atlornies to tririe with their honor, at the public expense, as

in this case.

"
Tiiat your Memorialist's solicitor, not succeeding with Mr. Knight,

made the same application to the police magistrates, who appointed a hear-

ing onSaturday the 24rh of February last, when y >ur Memorialist attended ;

but the solicitors to the Xavy Board refused to appear, insisting (as your
Memorialist was informed) on a previous commitment; and they did nt

obey until the Tuesday following, when a third summons had been sent by

Messrs. Graham and Xares, when an investigation took place be! ore- thosu

magistrates ;
and after hearing counsel on behalf of the Xavy Board (seeing

no grounds for its having been granted) they discharged the warrant

against your Memorialist, after he had bten put to the expense of near

two hundred pounds in law charges, and bringing up vvitnesseo from distant

parts of the country.
" That your Memorialist can form no reason for this unexampled seve-

rity on the part of the Xavy Board, against a brother officer, except that lie

had thrown the responsibility of the probable failure of the ti re-ships, for

zcant ofproper stores, off his shoulders, and perhaps they found it had

fallen upon their own; for however lightly it may note be thought of, it

was then a matter of the first consideration ;
for at that time, the success

cf the armament might, and was thought to, depend in a great measure on

the fire-ships under the command of your Memorialist.

" Had the persecution of your Memorialist ended when this complaint

was dismissed by the police magistrates, he would not have troubled your

Lordships with this appeal to your justice ;
but after their complaint hud

been discharged, ami Mr. Knijit, to/to appeared to conduct if, hAdacknasr*

ledgcd to Mr. Gralimn, before his o.rn counsel, ffliilc your Memorialist w.i

prttttnt,
that he was cominced of his innocence, and that their accusutivn.

had originated in a mistake ; yet they afterwards carried most of tha samo

witnesses before a grand jury, who had contradicted tkansefas before tl

police mauialrates, to get a bill found, and your Memorialist was m conse-

quence put to the charge of more thanfour Dear's hu'fpay, to deknd 1

Ijfe and honour at the bar cf the Old Bailey.

"
Having laid these his wrong* and sufferings before your Lordships, your
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Memorialist humbly trusts, that you will grant him sucli redress, and

relief, as may in your Lordships' wisdom and justice seem meet.

" All which is most humbly Submitted by your Lordships' Memorialist

aud devoted servant,

"
Witham, Essex, 5th December, 1810."

The annexed correspondence will shew the progress and result

of Captain Tomlinson's application :

(COPY.)
"

SIR,
"
Admiralty-office, 17tk December, 1810.

"
Having received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, your letter of the 5th instant, with the Memorial which accom-

panied it, detailing the proceedings lately instituted by the Navy Board with

relation to yourself, and requesting that relief might be afforded to you.
" In return I am commanded by their Lordsbips to acquaint you, that

tliey do not see how they can interfere in that matter.

"
I am, Sir, your very humble servant,

" JOHN BARROW."
"

Captain Nicholas Tomlinson,

Witfittm, Essex." .

(COPY.)

"
SIR,

"
Witham, Essex, 19tk December, 1810.

" I have received Mr. Barrow's letter of the 17th instant, acknowledg-

ing the receipt of my Memorial to the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty, dated the 5th instant, and signifying their Lordships' comnmnds to

acquaint me that they do not see how they can interfere in the matter to

which it relates.

" I beg leave most respectfully to state, that I did not in that Memorial

point out to their Lordships any particular mode of redress, but merely

stated_/cs, and represented my wrongs and sufferings ; leaving it to their

Lordships to apply such relief as they in their wisdom and justice might
think fit; but having omitted to pray their Lordships for any specific mode

of redress in my Memorial, I now feel it necessary to beg you will please

to move their Lordships to order my law expenses on that prosecution to be

paid, which amount to 5461. 3s. 5d. and that they will take into consi-

deration the state of my wounded lionor, and express their sentiments on

it by some mark of favor and protection from their Lordships.
"

I am, &c.

" N. TOMLINSON."
" John Wilson Crofter, Esq. Admiralty-Office.'?
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(COPY.)

" SIR
>

"
Admiralty-Office, 26th December, 1810.

"
Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your

letter of the 19th instant, requesting that the expenses of five hundred and
forty-six pounds, incurred by you, in consequence of a prosecution lately
instituted against you by the Navy Board, may be repaid, I am commanded
to acquaint you, that their Lordships cannot reimburse your expenses.

"
I am, Sir, your very humble servant,

" JOHN BARROW."
"

Captain N. TomHnson, Witham, Essex."

(COPY.)

"
S1R >

"
Witham, Essex, l\th January, 1811.

"
I beg to refer you to my Memorial to the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, dated the 5th ult. praying their Lordships to grant me redress

and relief for die injury and loss I had sustained, by a prosecution insti-

tuted against me by the Navy Board, which was proved to be unsupported
even by a colourable pretext, and neither justified by the facts or by the

event. As Mr. Barrmv, in his answer to that Memorial, informed me that

he "
is commanded by their Lordships to acquaint me, that they do not

fee how they can interfere in that matter," I therefore beg leave most

respectfully to state, that I have always considered (and the articles of war

direct) that every person belonging to the navy who feel themselves

aggrieved, are to lay their complaint before their commanding officer, or

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, as the case may require ; and

having had occasion to peruse the patent appointing their Lordships to

execute the oflice of Lord High Admiral, I humbly conceive that their

Lordships have not only power to interfere, but to make any arrangements
that they may see fit for the benefit of his Majesty's naval service; and

also to control, and suppress, any abuse of power in the subordinate de-

partments of the navy, xvhich I humbly conceive (and I am supported in

this opinion by some of the most distinguished officers in the service) has

l)cen proved to have been practised upon me, unjustly, at the public

expense.

'.' I have therefore taken the liberty to request you will please to move

their Lordships to reconsider my case, and my Memorial ;
and taking into

their consideration the state of my wounded honour, express their Lord-

ships' sentiments on it, by some mark of favor and protection, and that

they will order my expenses in that prosecution, amounting to 5461. 3s. ail.

to be paid.
"

f am, &c.

" N. TOMLIXSON,"

." John Wilson Croker, Esq. Admirulty-Qflice."
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(COPY.)

SIR)
"

Admiralty-Office, \2ih January, 1811.

" Having hiid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your

letter of the 1 1th instant, I am commanded to refer you to the letter

addressed to you by their Lordships' command, on the 26th of lust month.

"
1 am, Sir, your very humble servant,

" JOHN BARROW."

Thus it appears, that, notwithstanding the absolute innocence

of Captain Tomlinson, as to the charges on which he had the ex-

trerne mortification of being brought to the bar of the Old Bailey ;

notwithstanding his general and acknowledged merit as an officer,

he has incurred a positive loss of between five and six hundred

pounds, independently of the severe irritation and distress of

mind which the proceedings must have excited, in himself, and in

his family Under this consideration of his case, we have only to

offer him the advice of the poet to live in hope, and to reserve

himself for more prosperous circumstances.*

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Captain Nicholas Tomlinson (as already stated, at the commencement of

y^is memoir) is the third son of Captain Robert Tomlinson, of the

royal navy ; by Sarah, his wife, the only daughter of Dr. Robinson, who

wns president of the College of Physicians, and grand-daughter of Dr. Ro-

binson, Bishop of Carlisle.

In the year J 794, CapUiin Tomliuson married Miss Elizabeth Ward,

(by whom he has ei<;ht children) the youngest daughter and co-heiress of

Jlalph Ward, of Forburrows, near Colchester, Esq. who is the nephew, and

heir of the Jate celebrated Dr. Ward, and grandson of John Ward, Esq.

who was chairman, and one of the first directors, of the South Sea Com-

pany : his father resided at Wolvcrstone Hall, iu the county of Suffolk, the

present seat of Berners, Esq.

* "
Sperate et vosiuet rebus serrate sccundis."

VIRGIL.
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

KANTES IN GURG1TE VASTO.

SHREWD REMARK OF A SAILOR.

a column in memory of Lord Nelson, in anada, a figure of his

Lordship, made of artificial stone, is to be placed on the top, executed
in London. A sailor who had served under his Lordship, having found his

way to the manufactory, struck with the likeness of the figure, embraced it

with great enthusiasm, sending forth ejaculations expressive of the highest

praise of his gallant commander. Turning round, he exclaimed,
"

this is

really a grand figure of the gallant Admiral; I hope it is made of good
stuff, and that it will be as lasting as the world." " I have nothing to fear

on that score," replied the artist,
"

for his Lordship has been in a hot fire

for a week without intermission." "
Ah, master," observed the tar,

" I

find you knew something of the character of Lord Nelson, for there was
never a British officer who could stand fire better than his Lordship."

REGENCY JEU

A FEW days before his RoyalHighness the Prince of Wales was sworn

into office, as Regent of the United Kingdom, one of the opposition papers

amused its readers with the following neat paragraph;
" A LAUNCH. Shortly will be launched at Westminster, one of the finest

vessels that ever came off English stocks, to be called " The Regent."
This gallant vessel is of true British heart of oak. She has been much lon-

ger in joining than was necessary ;
a delay justly attributed to a set of idle

lubberly mercenary fellows employed in the cabin part of the. work
; whoi

dreading their discharge as soon as the job was done, and that no other

master carpenter would be weak enough to take them into his employ, have

kept on as long as they could. The vessel is not so free in her joints as

could be wished, her braces being too tight, and, she has scarcely a rag sail

left defects all owing to the obstinacy ofthe workmen in building her upon

a very defective model, produced in 1789, by that great master carpenter,

the late Mr. Pitt. It is a great pity that such fine materials should have

fallen into such bad hands ! The proprietors, we understand, are greatly

discontented at the manner in which The Regent has been laid down and

finished. This gallant vessel ought to have been built after the model of

The Royal George.'''

UNCOMMON GALLANTKY OF TWO DANES.
,

DURING the last autumn, II M. S. Erebus, Captain Autridge, captured

a. Danish brig of about one hundred and fifty tons, into which lie put a

* midshipman, quarter master, and four men ; leaving the Danish skipper,

JSato, <Sron, ffiol. XXV *
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cnrpcnter, and a boy, onboard, to assist in navigating her to England.

On the nihtof the 3d of October, being then under convoy of H. M.S.

Vanguard, and close to her, the two Danish seamen attacked thd watch

upon deck, consisting o f the quarter master and one seaman, who were

armed with cutlasses, and killed them, without making the smallest noise,

or alarming the watch below. It is supposed by the survivors, that they

must have stunned the men by blows, from two hammers which lay upon

deck, and have thrown them overboard, while in that situation. They
tlren went below, armed with the cutlasses and pistols of the deceased,

and attacked the other watch, who were in their beds; and having disabled

the prize-master ; and severely, if not mortally, wounded one or' tlie men,

they succeeded in battening down the hatches, and carried the vessel into

Christiansand, in Norway, where they arrived next morning. Thus, by
a well-concerted plan, did those two gallant Danes retake their vessel from

a force so much their superior.

NEW PUBLICATION-.

WE are authorised to announce, that a work of general utility is pre-

paring for publication, by Lieutenant J. II. Tuckey, R.N.

Its title is, Maritime and Commercial Geography. It is to be on a very
extensive plan, containing, besides the topographical description of all the

sea coasts of the globe, a copious account of the maritime statistics of all

nations, with a marine atlas.

PAPERS RELATING TO THE CHEVALIER DE LA PEYROUSE.

ONE of the French journals of January 1, 1811, alluding to the late dis-

covery of some papers relating to the Chevalier de la Pey rouse, announced
in the preceding volume of the NAVAL CIJKONICLE, contains the following
statement :

"These letters, fire in number, have reached the minister of marine, -at

Taris. One is signed Kaoiil, mid addressed to M. Yilleneuvc, surgeon, at

Treguicr. Another, Bodelicr, addressed to Madame Bois, at L'Oricnt.
One yUtcneuTC, to Madame Villencuve, at Versailles. One Forrest icr,
addressed to M. Forccs-tier, commissary of marine, at Versailles. The fifth
is by the same, and is addressed to M. Fauquet, at Paris.

All these letters are dated the 24th and 25th February, 1793, Adven-
ture Bay, DienKn's Land. It is known that the writers of their, were on
-ird the ships under the orders of Hcar-admiral

D'Entrccastcaux, and
ihat the letters therefore give no kind of information with respect to
M. dc la Peyrouse. They contain nothing but expressions of od uishes
and friendship f,,r those to whom they arc addressed, and may be obtained
fey applying to M. Poncet, head of the colonial office at Paris."

FRENCH MARINE CONSCRIPTION.

OK the 15th of December, 1810, Count faffarelli, counsellor of
state,

presented (he following t.rpoie to the Conservative Senate:



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RtCOLLECTlONS, &C. 131

u
SfiNATons, We are commissioned by his Majesty to present to you

the projet ot a Senatus Contulium, in which you will take pleasure in re-

marking the character of public utility, of energy, and oi' foresight, which

belongs to the vast conceptions of his Majesty.
" The empire enjoys the most profound peace; the nations which sur-

round it, deeply convinced that the surest pledge of their repose will con-

stantly be found in their alliance with the French people, every day draw
closer the ties which unite them to it, and appear to constitute only one

and the same great family, by their sentiments towards the august Chief

of France.

" And if the horrors of war still desolate the extremities of Europe, if

the misled portion of a neighbouring nation, agitated by factions, still mis-

take its true interests, you know, Gentlemen, that the cause must be sought
for in the perfidious machinations of that government, the enemy of Europe,

which, repelled and menaced on all sides, has no longer any thing but ;\

single corner, where it is still able to fan the flame of discord "d of civil

dissscntioiis.

"
England blockades the ports of Europe; she parades upon the seas, her

ships every where the objects of reprobation ;
she seeks openings for the

produce of her manufactures, piled up in the warehouses of her dismayed
inhabitants. Her criminal system is recognised ; her snares have lost their

effect ; the nations at last know how to appreciate both her fatal alliance

and her disastrous services.

" Amidst the calm which his Majesty has re-established in the empire

and in Europe, he is occupied with the amelioration of his marine ; and

his genius suggests to him efficacious means for opposing to his enemies

upon the seas, numerous fleets, animated, like his veteran and formidable

phalanxes, with a desire at last to conquer an universal peace. The will

of" his Majesty shall be always that of destiny; for power and genius never

will in vain,

"
Already, Gentlemen, at the voice of his Majesty, maritime establish-

ments are created; our coasts, the extent of which is augmented, are every

where defended by courage and fortified by art ;
the arsenals are provided

with necessary materials ; ships are rising in our ports, and our fleets will

one day try their strength with those of the enemy, and reign upon the seas.

" But to arm these vessels, to equip them, his Majesty has felt that he

stood in need of seamen. Those who at present man his squadrons, would

not be sufficient for the greatnes of his plans ;
new means are necessary for

new views.

" Commerce and the fisheries, which were wont to furnish seamen for

the state, are at present too inconsiderable, and a new system must b

forthwith resorted to for supplying the wants of the country.

" At the voice of his Majesty, there issues from the maritime depart-

ments, a crowd of young men, who, being at once sailors .and soldiers, will

shew themselves worthy rivals of those who have raised *o hijjh i(ic sjlury of

tlie arms of the Empire.
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" We shall now unfold to you, Gentlemen, the basis of that Institution,

from which his Majesty expects the most advantageous results.

" The Emperor has perceived that the mode of conscription can alone

procure for the marine those resources in men which it requires ; but he

has felt that this mode could not be extended through the whole of our ter-

ritory, for the inclinations of men are generally the fruit of their habits.

Thus, the inhabitant of the towns of the interior never sees the sea or sea-

men
;

a stranger to that element, to that mode of life, he forms to himself

only a monstrous idea of it : he prefers the land service, for which the

innumerable victories of our armies have already excited his early enthu-

siasm.

" The inhabitant of the coast, on the contrary, from his earliest years, is

hearing the sea service talked of
;

around him every thing presents the

image of it; while yet a child he gambols in that clement, upon which he

will one day brave the storm and tlc battle. Born on coasts adjacent to

those of the enemy, he feels the necessity of defending them, because he

has to protect his family and his property. He is actuated more than any
other with the feeling of resistance to aggression ;

he is at once a man and

a citizen.

*' It is from the maritime departments, then, that the marine must be

recruited : it is from the line of coasts that must be made the selection of

men destined to serve on the sea.

" But the profession of the seaman is liable to so many vicissitudes and

dangers, that it is necessary to commence it from the most tender age,
w lien the organs are decile, the body flexible, and habits are contracted

without difficulty. It is necessary that the mariner should be early accus-

tomed to peril, and learn to face it with a smile.

"
Young sailors shall therefore be selected at the age of from 13 to 16 ;

if younger, the state would wait too long before it enjoyed their services;
if older, the physical constitution of man could only be bent with difficulty
to all the toils of seamanship.

"
Here, it is our duty to communicate one of those fine thoughts of the

Emperor that of initiating from the present moment, these young con-

scripts, in the career which they are destined to run.
" His Majesty has formed crews for ships, and crews for flotillas. The

former, composed of experienced mariners, will man the ships; for the

latter, his Majesty is
fitting out in his ports sm;ill vessels, commanded by

skilful officers, on board which will be exercised in manoeuvres, in steering,
in the use df arms, those youngsearnen, whom the Scnatus Consulting which
we present, summons to the honour of serving their country.

"
Doubtless, <re:ulemcn, the experience which they will acquire in the

navigation of the coasts and in the roads, will not be so great as that com-
mumcated by distant expeditions; but they will thus be familiarised wiih
their state, they will see :md will vanquish its difficulties; they will acquire

taste for it even m this way, that it will present to them obstacles which
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they will have to surmount
; and in a few years they will be fit to serve in

a more useful manner on board the ships of his Majesty.
" At the same time that his Majesty projected means for training to

himself seamen, he has ordered the necessary measures for forming the
officers who are to command them. Every thing is connected in his con-

ceptions ;
their whole always bears the impression of the genius who preside*

over tlie prosperity of the Empire."

Projet of the Senatus Consultant.

ART. L The coast districts of the thirty departments hereafter named
shall cease to contribute to the conscription for the land army, and shall be

reserved for the conscription of the sea service.

II. The following are the thirty departments in which the maritime

districts shall be reserved :

Maritime Alps, Appennincs, Aude, Mouths of the Rhone, Calvados,

Lower Charente, Coasts of the North, Dyle, the Scheldt, Fiuisterre, Card,

Genoa, Gironde, Herault, He and Vilaine, Landes, Lower Loire, Lys,

Manche, Montenotte, Morbilian, TwoNethers.Nord, Par de Calais, Lower

Pyrennees, Eastern Pyrenneess, Lower Seine, Somme, Var, Vendee.

III. Ten thousand conscripts of each of the classes of 1813, 1814,

1815, and 1816, shall be immediately placed at the disposal of the minis-

ter of marine.

IV. The present Senatus Consultum shall be transmitted in a message
to his Majesty the Emperor and King.

CAPTURE OF TUB ALBAN CUTTER.

No public mention, we believe, has hitherto been made of the truly

gallant defence of the Alhan cutter. She was a few months ago attacked

in a dead calm, close to the Scaw, by six gun-boats, and maintained a

long action with the utmost conduct and courage, keeping up a heavy and

well-directed fire, whenever her broadside could be brought to bear. In

the middle of the action her commander was killed by a shot which took off

the back of his scull
;
when Mr. Hutcliinson, midshipman, took the com-

mand, and continued it while there remained the smallest possibility
of

saving the cutter; but the continued calm, the vessel having five feet water

in her hold, and her rigging and sails entirely shot away, reduced him to

the necessity of surrendering, after a fruitless resistance of six hours. An

action maintained in such a manner, and with so great a disparity of force,

(the Alban not having more than 25 men) is highly creditable; and it is

with great pleasure we learn, that the honourable reception which the

crew of the Alban experienced from the Danes, adorns the characters of

the natives of Hacbtrand.

A court martial having subsequently assembled, to try Mr. Hutcliinson,

and the remaining officers, for the loss of the said cutter, were of opinion"

that her defence was maintained with the utmost gallantry; and the Court

honourably acquitted Mr. H. and recommended him for promotion.
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CALtAXT ACTION BETWEEN THE ENTREPREXAXTE AND FOUR FRENCH

VESSELS.

THE following is a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Williams, command-

ing his Majesty's culter Entrepreoante, dated Gibraltar Bay, December 14.

" On the 12th inst. December, at eight in the morning, I observed four

vessels at anchor under the Castle Faro
;

this place is between Malaga and

Almaria Bay. It being a dead calm, at nine they got under weigh, sweep-

ing towards us, and at half-past ten they hoisted French colours, and com-

menced firing on us. Our guns could not reach them till 11 A.M. when

we began our fire; one vessel on our starboard bow, the other on the star-

board quarter, and two right a-stern
;
the enemy keeping up a most tre-

mendous fire of round and grape shot, which we returned with double

vigour, with round and grape shot, and musketry, at this time within pistol

shot. About 12 o'clock, the enemy shot away our main- top-mast, peek,

halyards, and blocks, fore jeers, tore halyards, and jib tye, had two of

our starboard guns disabled, by the stock of one, and the carriage of the

other being broke. The enemy seeing us in this disabled state, attempted
to board us, but with the courage that every true Englishman is possessed

we repulsed them ;
we now kept up a well-directed fire with the two

foremost guns and musketry. The enemy made a second attempt, but

with the usual courage was again repulsed. By this time one man was

killed, and four wounded. I then ordered the starboard sweeps to be

manned, and pulled the cutter's head round, it still being calm, and a swell

from the S.W. We got our larboard guns to bear on them, and with two

well directed broadsides, and three cheers, three of them sheered of. 1

was now informed our cannister and musket-ball was all expended ; but

nevertheless, with two well-directed broadsides, double shotted, we carried

away the largest of the two's foremast and bow-sprit. At this time they

atttcmpted to board a third Umn, but with the same undaunted courage as

before, they were repulsed, and that with great loss on their side; but by
this exertion two of our larboard guns were dismounted. The enemy's fire

began to slacken ; we then gave three cheers, and with two of our guns,

double-shotted, raked them, which must have made great slaughter; and
nl half-past two the enemy was taken in tow by two row-boats, who towed
them iii-shore, we still firing on them with our two guns, until three o'clock,
when they were out of our reach ; we then manned our sweeps, and towed
the cutter's head towards the offing, and began to clear the wreck, and bv
<ive o'clock we had our main-sail, jib, and fore-sail set, but they were more
like riddles than sails, after four hour's hard-fought action. I am at a loss
to express sutliciently my feelings on this occasion, when I consider the very
superior force of the enemy, and the courage, steadiness, and attention of
my brave little crew. The enemy's force, which I learnt from a Danish
ressel, which had been lying alongside them in Almaria Bay, consisted of
one with throe lattecu sails, two long eighteen pounders, six guns, and 75
men; another, three lattecu sails and jib, five guns, and 45 men

; two
thers, two sails, two guns, and 2;. mui Ciii-li. I was short of my compl*.
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'fhent four men, and had the master's mate and six men away in a detained

vessel, leaving the total number on board 33, out of which we had only one
killed and ten wounded."

In consequence of this gallant affair, Commodore Penrose Iras had tin

following inserted in the Gibraltar Chronicle, and the merchants at

Gibraltar have also entered into a subscription, for the purpose of present-

ing a valuable sword to Lieutenant Williams, for his gallant conduct.

" His Majesty's Ship San Juan, Gibraltar,

iWi December, 1810.

" Commodore Penrose feels great satisfaction in giving this public testi-

mony of his very high admiration of the conduct of Lieutenant P. Williams,

commanding and the ofiicers and crew of his Majesty's cutter Entrepre-

nante, in their very gallant repulse and defeat of four of the enemy's pri-

vateers, on the 12th instant. The Entreprenante's force was eight guns,

and only 33 men on board at the time of her being attacked, in a perfect

calm, by two three-masted latteen sail privateers, of eight guns and 75

men
;
one of five guns and 45 men

;
and two one masted each, each two

guns and 25 men ; being a force of 17 guns, some IS-pounders, and 170

men. This severe contest began half-past ten A.M. and continued until

three P.M. close to the Castle of Faro, the guns of which were also fircil

at the cutter, when the enemy was completely beaten, and towed off.

The Entreprenante lost one man killed, and ten wounded : Lieutenant

Williams and his gallant crew repulsed tiie superior force of the enemy in

several attempts to board the cutter, as well as completely beat them,

with his very inferior force, weight of metal, and numbers.

(Signed)
" C. V. PENROSE."

" To the respective Captains and Commanders,$c.

Gibraltar Bay."

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR,

WHETHER
the following subject lias been before descanted upon,

is to me unknown; but, if not, the interest which every person

takes in the commercial welfare of his native land, will, I trust, insure any

remarks that a simple individual like me may make, a patient reading.

What I allude to, is the state of the navy with respect to convoys: I won-

der much, that the impropriety of despatching from one to five hundred sail

of vessels, in one convoy, has not, before now, forced itself upon the atten-

tion of every person concerned therein ;
as twenty-five, or thirty vessels,

are evidently as many as one ship can well attend to; though, in convoys of

some hundred sail, there are rarely more than three men of war. The con-
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sequence of this is, that several of them are frequently captured by the

enemy, without the slightest blame attachable to the commander
; as, I be.

lieve, all acquainted with the duty will allow, that it is impossible for an

officer, in an extended convoy, to ascertain whether any strangers are in

the fleet, and which ships do, or do not, belong to his convoy ; especially

when night approaches. There can be no doubt of the enemy's cruisers

being aware of all these circumstances.

Another thing which strongly militates against large convoys, is, that

though an enemy's cruiser may be dogging the rear of a convoy, the com-

modore could hardly be justified in chasing her. The attention of whatever

men of war may be in the fleet would thus be distracted ; as, while they

might be in pursuit of one, the convoy would be in danger from a second.

To obviate all these inconvenience?, would it not be much better for the

general interests of the mercantile world, that not more than, bay, thirty

sail, should proceed under convoy of one vessel * In Heaven's name, let as

many convoys as they please sail together ;
but let them be under separate

commanders. By each making a slight angular difference in his course,

they would be enabled to keep unconnected, and their respective fleets

would be more compact, and under the immediate protection of the con-

voying ship.

Such, Sir, are my ideas on the subject. I state them, merely, that those

who may have the means and abilities of enforcing better, may do so.

Another objectionable practice, which strikes me, as in some measure

connected with this subject, is that of sending the mails by private ships,

which arc neither able to defend themselves, nor to run away from an

enemy; while numbers of brigs, and sloops, are scarcely doing anything,

though they are fully capable of both. It is true, I dare say, that individuals

may gain by the business; but the general interest of the nation is often

materially injured by it : as (setting aside the inconvenience of a delay in

receiving of letters) there is scarcely a year but one or more of the

packets have been captured ;
and the distress arising from this interruption

has been often fatal to people in trade. It is a well-known fact, that pri-

vateers who will attack a packet with audacity, and even impunity, will

not venture within hail of a man-of-war of any class, being well aware of
the probable result.

As these hints may perhaps suffice, I shall not trespass farther than to

ndd, that it must be obvious to all disinterested persons, that the sending of
the public despatches by the chi>s of vessels already alluded to, must be at

least an oversight ; nnd, if so, the remedy might easily be found.

I am, Sir, your humble servant,

NIIIIL.

MP. Ein-ron, January, 1811.

AS you have been pleased to acknowledge the receipt of my commu-
-t- nic.uions, in the preface ofyour last volume, I shall endeavour to merit

your good opinion, by occasionally continuing them, and shall perhaps
ort-.T collie ideas on the occurrences of* the times in the nautical line.
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Itespecting the half-pay of captains and commanders, the wish must Le

general, that some measure should be adopted for the relief of the ne-

cessities of those officers; that they might enjoy a more prompt payment of

their miserable pittance, and not be kept in arrears of it f.ir Jour months,
to the prejudice of their income, with the mortification of laying themselves

under serious obligations to their agents, or else taking the air of a prison.

I was in hopes that, 'ere this, the class of officers alluded to might have

received some benefit from their generous countrymen ; but it appears tlm*

every tiling must give way to the necessities of the minister
;

for if we look

at home, our merchant ships arc captured in our harbour's mouths, and if

we refer to the transactions abroad, they offer nothing in which there is

cause for exultation.

If we were to refer to those officers who have been appointed to com-

mand since the Teller of the, Exchequer has been at the bead of the marine

department, we should then see the partiality which is manifested in the

major part of them* It is not here meant to question his right of the se-

lection of officers, or to cast any reflections on those who have received

appointments; but surely every man has a right to expect the advantages

accruing from his profession, to which he has been attached from his ear-

liest stages in life
;

after having had an opportunity given him (by being

once appointed to a command). To distinguish himself, or to procure a

subsistence by his profession, every one should take a routine in service ;

and not, as has very lately been the case, that sucli officers as have had

the misfortune to lose their ships, or to have been dismissed, or censured

by a court martial, should be re-appointed, to the prejudice of others. Jn

one of the instances alluded to, the officer has lost three ships. Can this

be giving an opportunity for those on hall-pay to be brought forward?

1 think it appears, by the present system, that the purpose for which

the great men are so anxious to get into their exalted stations, is to provide

snug berths for their relatives, whether they are adapted to them or not.

Any person in the least acquainted with the Naval List, may readily

know those who are alluded to; mid were you, or any of your friends, to

visit the Admiralty Room, on the Teller's waiting day, you would, I think,

feel a little indignant, that your fellow countrymen, who have braved the

dangers of the seas for these thirty or forty years, and have faced the

enemy for these eighteen years past, should be subject to the treatment

by them experienced on those days. In the hope that an amendment may

take place in these cases, I am
JOHN SPECTOR.

HYDROGRAPHY.

SOUTHERN OCEAX.

Cape of Good Hope, 5 December, 1810.

"IS Majesty's ship Otter, on her passage from the Isle of Bourbon

hither, fell in with a dangerous shoal, in latitude 33 56' S. longitude

36 E. by observation the preceding day : it was supposed to be very ex-

tensive : and no part visible above water.

'I. XXV T
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

Travels in various Countries of Europe, Asia, and Africa, by Emv.\r.n

DANIEL CLARKE, LL.D. Part the Firsf Russia, Tartary, and Tur-

key. Quarto, pp. 788. Cambridge, University Press. 1810.

(Concluded from Vol. XXIV. page 487.)

IN
our impatience to present t!ie readers of the NAVA-L CHRONICLE with

the hiterestin<r and affecting description of Howard's last moments, and

in the doubt whether we could command requisite space in the preceding

volume we passed over a passage (page 430) where the author, hi tracing

the footsteps of one of his countrymen now dead, who had explored the

Tauric peninsula two years before him, has been pleased to allude to our

mention of the same traveller's lost labors, and to bear testimony to the

extent and accuracy of our information, as follows :

" Mr. Tweddell, of Trinity College, Cambridge, had recently visited this

country, [Krimea] and he left with Professoc Pallas his own beautiful transcript*

of every inscription found here, from which documents they were published by
the professor, but without any illustration

;
the world having lost, in Mr. Twed-

lell's untimely death, and the subsequent disappearance of his journals at Constan-

tinople, in 1799, as yet unexplained,* all the information his great acquirements
enabled him to afford." Page 4oO.

After leaving Kerson the route of our travellers lay across one of those

desert plains denominated in the vernacular idiom step, to Nicolac'f, a naval

city on the river Boog, above its confluence with the Dnieper, and thence

to Odessa, the most recent establishment by Russia m favor of maritime

commerce, on the Bkxck- sea, and occupying the site of a Turkish town

culled Khodja-Bcy which we mention for the reader's assistance in consult-

ing maps of a date prior to the change of dominion. 1 here they embarked;

having some difficulty in eluding the jealous and capricious police of the

Emperor Paul ; and utter a stormy, and in some measure hazardous voy-

age, as is generally the case on the Black Sea at the setting in of the winter,

they reached the famed cily of Constantino in safety. The description of
this voyage, and particularly of the magnificent scenery of the Bosporus,
docs credit to Dr. Clarke's talent as a writer : but for reasons to be found
in the very title ofour CHRONICLE, we have preferred, to an entertaining ex-

tract from the twenty-fifth chapter, an article from the appendix (N
7

o. I V
r

.)

which we consider more adapted to our purpose,, as well us a literary curi-

" Ai yet unexplained. See the observations which occur in the NAVAL
CHRONICIE (vol. xxui.) evidently written by an eye witness of the facts. wuicU
ke relate*." [Additional Note by the author, St. C. p.CD.'.j
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csity ;
th first nautical journal of a modern Euxine voyage that has been

offered to the public eye : namely

" Extract from the log-book of the Moderate, a Venetian Brigantine, com-
manded by Captain Bergamini, giving an account of that vessel's voyage in the

Black Sea, from Odessa to Constantinople : literally translated from the Italian,*

"
Friday, 31 October, ISOO.CJear day. Wind N.N.W. During the night

it had blown from the N. At day-break the captain went on shore to give notice

to the 'Custom-house officer to come on board and make the usual visit. Wind N
fresh. Sky clear. At 8 A.M. the officer came on board. After his search was

ended heaved [weighed] anchor, and put to sea, accompanied by the Piccolo*

Arcmetto, Captain G. Bergamini. K< pt along the coast. At 10 A.M. passed the

Cape of Odessa. Course S.S.W. till -2 P.M. in 9 fathoms water. At that hour

sounded in 10 F. At 5 P.M. made the point of Akerman
"[Ak-kerman] which

tore N.W. 10 miles. Continued the same course in 10, 12, and 15 F. water, gra-

vel bottom. Thermometer 48.
"

Saturday, 1. November. From sun-set till the morning A.M. little wind.

Course S.S.W. ;
at 6 A.M. laid [to] off the Isle of Serpents :t then steered

S.W. by S. with wind N.N.W. At 8 A.M. the isle bore N. by E. distant about

6 miles. From that time till mid-day steered S. by W. 14 miles, when the latj-

tude observed by 3 sextants was 44 44' N. Thermometer 50.
"

Sunday 2. Ch-ar weather. From noon till 6 P.M. little wind ; afterwards

calm. Steering N.N.W. During the night ditto weather. Course W.S.W. and

S.W. At sun-rise saw the coast of St. George [?]
and land beyond. Till mid-

day mostly calm, with southerly current. Course during the day about 23' west-

ward, and 19' eastward. At noon ditto weather, and smooth water. latitude

44" 25'. Thermometer 56.
"
Monday 3. Calm weather and clear, with little sea. The sky sometimes

overcast. At noon the land just in sight from the mast-head. Sounded in 30

fms. water ; gravel with broken shells. Course by reckoning 9' W. and 53' S.

Latitude 43 30'. Thermometer 53.
"

Tuesday 4. Atmosphere turbid (thick wenther.] Little wind and a good

deal of sea [swell.] From noon till .> P.M. course S.S.W. Wind E. At that

Lour made Cape Kelegri [Turcice Kel-leg-ghra] bearing S.W. by W. about 2'

miles. At noon wind E. Weather cloudy with heavy sea. Day's run about 50

miles. Thermometer 51.

Wednesday 5. Atmosphere turbid : light wind and a heavy se:i.\ Ship found

to leak about an inch water in tour hours, owing to the straining motion. From

In this journal, the days after the observation of latitude, begin at noon

according to nautical time. Prior to the said observation, they are dated from

jun-set, after the Italian computation, and the same while in port.

f Serpents-isle, called Fido-nisl by the modern Greeks, antirntly Lcvce,

lUan-adda-si by the Turks, lying off the mouths of the Danube : to which it serves

as a hcacon or land-mark, highly useful to navigation during the great obs

which prevails thereabouts during the winter.

* We conceive the translator when he mentions a heavy
- sea" without icinrf,

to mean what ts termed in nautical language
" swell." E
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noon till 11 P.M. wind E. light airs: ilien calm till 2 A.M. ;
when there sprang

up a breeze from lite N.W. Course S. till 6 A.M. Calm. At day-break smr

the'coast near the canal of Constantinople, distant about 20 miles. Calm, with

heavy * from the eastward, which worked the ship very much. From sun set

till noon run 42 miles S. At noon abreast of the light-house bearing \V. 10 miles'

Ditto weather. Thermometer 53.

Thursday 6. Hazy weather and calm, with heavy sea from the east Conti-

nued to work the pumps ; leak as before. From noon till :i light variable bree-

zes, Keeping the prow to the S. At 5 the wind veered to S.S.E. which caused

us to keep the prow E. ; little wind. At 8 A.M. the wind veered to S.8.W.

and \\eturncd ihe prmo to the W. At sun-rise the wind strong sheered vcrj

much. Kcefcd the sails. The sea having filmed from the E. and swelled from

the S.W.* Sw the mouth of the canal of Constantinople, and distinguished the
'

light tower on ilia Asiatic side. At 10 A.M. the wind still increasing, and a,

heavy sea, we were forced to take in all the reefs of the main-top-sail. At 12

mid-da;/, the wind and sra increased to such a pitch that we were forced to let

down [lower] the top-sail, remaining with only the fore-sail, tiic main-sail, the

main-top-sail and jib, [Qiuerc ? rather the fore-stay-sail than jib, being under

courses.] The sea rolled over the ship from one side of the deck to the other;

and we perceived at the same time, that the water in the hold h;icl risen even to

the scnliH.'/.f Pumped ship. At noon the mouth of the canal S. by W. about

miles. Heavy sea and tempestuous weather. Thermometer 65.

Friday 7. Atmosphere exceedingly turbid. Wind tempestuous and heavy sea.

Obliged to work the pumps every hour ;
the ship making 2 inches water. From

noon till 4P.M. a tempestuous wind from the S.S.VV. The mouth of the canal

S.S.W. about twenty-five miles. On a sudden, experienced a stroke cf wind from

the BT.W. so unexpected and tremendous, that we had scarce time to lower the

sails, and were compelled to take it in poop,^. encounlcringforan hour a hurricar.e

of wind and sea from the N.W. meeting the old sea from the S.W. in sucli a man-

Tier, that at every pitch the ship made her bowsprit was under water ; at the same;

time labouring so much thai the sea washed entirely over us, and we were obliged
to nail up every aperture. At 5 P.M. the great fury of the hurricane abated.

Put the ship alia cupa, with the prow to the S.W. carrying only the jib and

close reefed main-sail, with a view to get clear of the land: at the same time the

storm still continued with sucli violence, that the sea made a complete breach

across the dicks. At 6 P.M. the wind shifted to the S.W. again ; so that what

* We conceive this to mean lhat the easterly swell had subsided, and wa

quickly succeeded by one from the opposite quarter, in consequence of the

change of wind, as is not unusual in narrow seas, EDITOR.

f Here must be nn inaccuracy, for tentina means neither more nor less than

|he pump-well, into which the water must flow in order to be discharged.
*

Anglice
" scud." This is in fact the constant resource of Turkish naviga-

tion ;
but seldom had recourse to by European vessels till the last extremity.

This circumstance, therefore, tends to demonstrate the boisterous state of the

Euxiuc. In this case the danger was riiuch aggravated by a lee-shore within half

a dozen leagues. EDITOR.

(j Allantpa is literally lying-to with the helm hard a-lee; and the necessity for

erop'.oymg an Italian phrase here is by uo means evident. EDITOR.
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p.uh tlic sea from the N.W. and from the S.W. [meeting it] the ship laboured be-

yond all measure, and we were compelled to keep the pumps going every hour*

At 8 P.M. hauled [look] in the jib, with a view if possible to keep the prow more

to the sen, continually passing over us from one side to the othvr. Matters con-

tinued in this manner till mid-day, when the fury of the wind somewhat abated.

Unrccfed and let go [set] the main sail, the same tremendous sea still continuing,
and the dorks being always under water. From 4 A.M. till noon we had made a

course of about miles E. deducting the vessel's sicerviifg [i.
c. allowing for lee-

way.] At noon made the [high] land to the southward of the mouth of the canal

bearing S.W. about 30 miles. The extreme of the land visible on the Asiatic shore

E. by S.* Thermometer 51.
"
Saturday 8. Atmosphere exceedingly turbid. Wind tempestuous, and 4

very heavy sea. Kept the pumps going, the ship still making 2 inches of water

in an hour. From noon till 3 A.M. continued steering JN. and our course cor-

rected N.E. by . having continually a stormy wind from W.N.W. and a prodi-

gious heavy sea. At 3 the wind veered to N. Wore ship head to the W.f At
10 again saw the land of Anatolia near the canal. Steered W.S.W. for the land,

liaving taken up [let out f] all the reefs, and let go [set?"] all the greater sail..

At noon it fell calm; hut a prodigious heavy sea still remaining from the N.W.
which made the ship labour in such a manner,- that the deck was continually
covered with water; causing also great damage to the [upper] works and sail-.

Lowered and furled all the sails, leaving every thing to the mercy of the sea.

[i.,e. under bare poles]. Thermometer 53.
"
Sunday 9. Atmosphere turbid, wind calm, and a prodigious heavy sea

;

kept the pumps continually going. From noon to 6 P.M. calm, with heavy sea

from N.W. ship labouring, &c. as before. At C a light breeze from the south-

ward. Came to the wind on the larboard tack
;

head S.S.W.J ship labouring
less. At ten the wind S.S.W. and the sea much calmed. At 8 A.M. the mouth

of the canal S.S.W. about 30 miles. From 8 till noon course W.N.W. run twelve

iniles. Wind S.W. by S. The sea calmed from the N.W. and somewhat swelled

from S.W. Thermometer 56.
"
Monday 10. Atmosphere exceedingly turbid. Light wind, and heavy sea

from the S.W. Continued to work the pumps as before. From noon till midnight

strong gales from S.W. Course corrected W. by N. run 36 miles. From midnight
to 7 A.M. wind and course the same, run 28 miles. At 7 saw the European

coast, viz. tlie land towards Inneadda, and the mountain Gakbian [(-in^re] to the

N.W. of that. Towards noon less wind. S. Westerly. Course variable from E,

to N.W. by W. run 10 miles. Sea much gone down. Discovered that the

ship preponderated on her starboard side. Opened the port-holes on the larboard

* This confirms the exactitude of the hytirographical contribution by Jason, to

the NAVAL CHRONICLE,*!Vol. XXII. p. 69. In fact the Anatolian shore trends

nearly E.N.E. from the mouth of the Bosporus, contrary to the generality of

charts. We understand the bearing in this journal to be per compass. ED.

f Our traveller's somewhat periphrastic phrase is, "turned the ship's side

keeping the prow to Ihe West," which we have thought could not pass muster in

the NAVAL CHRONICLE. EDITOR.

$ The text says,
" Put the prow to the S.S.W. with all the greater sails to the

iviud, and the ship in consequence laboured less than Lx
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side and rhambagi [hatches] and moved part of the cargo ; endeavouring as much

as possible to set her right ; but she stili rather preponderated [heeled]. Latitude

42Q. Thermometer 60.

"Tuesday 11. Atmosphere somewhat overcast. Light wind and little sea.

Continued to pump. From noon to 9 P.M. wind W.S.W. steered N.W. The

wind afterwards veering to W. by N. tacked and stood S.S.W. Ditto weather.

At ten A.M. the wind coming again to S.S.W. and being to windward of Imieadda,

determined to go into that port for the purpose of getting the ship right. At 4

cast anchor in the middle of the port in 6 fins, water, small gravel, mixed with

black sand. At sun-set calm.* Thermometer 53.

"Wednesday 12. Atmosphere somewhat overcast, and a chlm wind [! !] At

anchor. Light breezes. Opened the port-holes and rliambagi to get at the cargo j

shifted part of it, people employed on the rigging, and on shore watering. Ther-

mometer 60.

"Thursday 13. Ditto wenther. Situation and employment as before. Ther-

mometer 67.
"

Friday 14. Wind and weather variable : a heavy sea rolling in from the E.

About 20 Turkish boats from various places bound to Constantinople entered the

port, waiting for favourable weather. Thermometer 55.
"

Saturday 15. The same as before, only the easterly swell encreased so as td

yonder it necessary to steady the ship by au additional anchor astern : pumping

occasionally. Thermometer 53.
"
Sunday 16. Ditto ; squally weather. In the afternoon the , Captain

jVlorini, from Odessa, bound te Constantinople, anchored after 6 da\s passage.

Also C Turkish boats from the same place. Thermometer 54.
"

J\ Ion day 17. Ditto. During the night arrived the , Captain Bilaflsr,

from Odessa to Constantinople with corn, in 6 days. Thermometer 5'1.
"
^Tuesday 18. Ditto. Weithed the small anchor. Thermometer 64.

*'
Wednesday 19. Thermometer 63.

"
Thursday 20. Thermometer 61.

"
Friday 21. Atmosphere exceedingly turbid. Calm uind, and little sea from

the S.E. Continued to work the pumps. From sun set (ill 6 the wind calm.

At 6 a light breeze from the S. and clearer weather, only remaining thick and

I'iyey towards the E. At 10 P.M. the wind veered to W.S.W. and the weather

fjuitc clear. Immediately raised [weighed] anchor, and set s.iil. When the

unchor came on board, found it had lost one of it? claws [tlukes.] Al! the vessels

and bouts in the port also set sail
; steering S.E. At 5 A.M. found wo had run

*0 miles. Calm till half-past .", when the atmosphere became turbid. Thermo-
meter oO. At 4 stormy wind from the N. with rain. At noon thick fog, inso-

much that we could no longer see land. Steered E. by S. till 8, when we get

njrit of the cam 1, and steered S.IC. Heavy rain, with thick fog and dark M<. ,-

fhcr: lost sight of the land. At noon less rain, but sirong tales and heavy sea

running ;
saw the European light-house at no great distance. Immediately let ga

all the f.uing sails steering S. directly towards the mouth of the canal, the
wind ha.ving somewhat calmed

; although the rain fell in torrents, and sucli

darkness prevailed, that we could with
difiiculiy see tie land. At 3 P.M.

* Tin- diurnal computation of time seems here to he changed from nantirul t^

riri!, by a somewhat extraordinary transition.
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arnTed opposite to BQyfikdery [Boyouk-derreh,] in the canal on the European
*hore

;
and at 5 P.M anchored olF Yenui-kioy, letting go the great anchor with

a new cable, having parted one at Inneadda. Made, the ship also fast to the land

by two cables [hawsersj our anchorage being very near the shore in Gfathoru*

water.* Thermometer 47.}

Dr. Clarke as we have before observed, is tolerably free from the sin of

affecting fine writing: but we cannot dismiss this translation which as a

technical article we have preferred to his own narrative, without saying

that it is a performance very unequal : insomuch that for our own credit

we have been obliged to take some liberties with the text in order to fit it

for the pages of our work. The liberties we have taken consist in the cur-

tailment of repetitions of prolix and periphrastic phraseology, and in the

noticing and occasionally correcting terms that struck us as unwarrantable,

either in scientific, technical, or familiar language. A turbid atmus^hcrc,

ix.c-> for instance we do not at all approve of to describe cloudy weather.

The commercial navigation of the Black Sea furnishes the author with
,

occasion to deplore the insufficiency of original information with great can-

dour, and to acknowledge such as he has derived from secondary sources with

no less liberality. Injustice to the subject, to the author, and to ourselves,

we must make our readers acquainted with his honourable mention of the

.Naval Chronicle; for which we beg leave to renew all due and becoming

acknowledgments. At pages 6-45, 646, Dr. Clarke says,

"Upon the subject of English commerce and navigation iir the Black Sea, 1

avoid going into much detail, from the consciousness that my personal observa-

tions were of limited extent, and because the theme is amply discussed in som

interesting remarks addressed to a respectable periodical work the. NAVII,

CHRONICLE (Vol. xxi) ;
these remarks, notwithstanding their unassuming form,

bear such internal evidence of authenticity, that I adopt them as authority with-

out hesitation in my Appendix (No. hi). In 1'act, the oflkial documents therein com-

prised I know to be derived from the records kept in the Chancery ofiice of the

British legation at Constantinople ;
to which the writer, as a member of the Levant

Company, could of course command access. lean venture indeed to pledge my
*e!f for the authenticity ofthe papers in question ;

and am glad to be instrumental

in bringing under the public eye such valuable materials for history in a wsry

more calculated to preserve tiie recollection of them than the fugitive manner ia

which they were first published. "-f-

Here we take leave of the present work. Mr. Professor Clarke reserves

* The meteorological observations are on the scale of Fahrenheit, and were not

in the nautical journal, but are here added from the Appendix, IS'o. VL

f The Appendix, Xo, III. page 7 11, contains a copious extract of observations

ou the stale of English commerce in the Black Sea, originally addressed lo the

.XAVAI. CHKOXICI.E by a member of the Levant Company, under the signature of

Mercator, on 9ih March, 1809: to which are annexed certain official document*,

extracted from the registrary of the Bntiili Chancery office at Const;
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*hnt he has to relate of Turkey, Greece, and Egypt, for the secomJ part;

which we understand is now in the press. He will have witnessed some

extraordinary diplomacy at the capital, and some curious transactions in

the provinces ; he can also if he pleases give us a non-military commentary

on the English expedition to Egypt. We hope therefore from the next

volume for a valuable contribution of knowledge on points in which we are

nationally interested : while we repeat once more the obligations under

which our author has already laid us, we will not protract an article already

too long by dwelling on faults and trifling slfps into which he has been

J:crc and there betrayed, but express our anxiety for its appearance ;
and

only exhort him to give us, under the three heads we have just alluded to,

names, dates, and facts, with the same manly veracity he has shewn in de-

lineating the present state of society and manners among the genuine Mus-

covites.

ARGONAYT.

PLATE CCCXXXI.

filHE form of the Mauritius, or isle of France, is an irregular ffval

JL somewhat more than eleven leagues in its greatest length, and rather

wore than eight in its greatest breadth : its circumference, pursuing the

various windings of the coast, is upwards of forty-five leagues. Numerous

capes and bays from sinuosjties upon the coast, which are full of rocky

reefs, stretchin'j more or less into the sea, which occasion considerable dan-

ger to vessels i:i their approach to the island.

The two principal ports of the Mauritius are, Port Bourbon, to the south

cast, and Port Lonis, to the north-west. The former may be entered with

ease, before the wind; but it is difficult to get out of it, as the gales gcnc-

raliv blow towards the south-east. The Dutch settlement, some remains

fit' \\hich arc stili to be seen, was formerly at Port Bourbon. Port Louis

is more capacious tlr.in Port Bourbon ; it is capable of containing fifty

large vessels .commodiously ; and it may be as easily touched at, by our

outward-bound East India ships, a* St. Helena on their return.* The town

of Port Louis, though situated in the most disagreeable part of the island,

is deemed the capital. This town, generally denominated the Camp, is

built at the bottom of the port, towards the opening of a valley, encircled

by a chain of mountains, whose stmmifi arc rocky, without trees or bushes.

It is mentioned, in a note to the French account of the action, between the

Caroline Trench frigate, and the Europe, Sireatham, and Lord Keith Indiaman,
that

" the difficulty of getting into and out of port, north west, the principal
harbour of the isle of France, caiues the road of St. Paul, in the isle of Buona-

pnrto, or Bourbon, to be generally preferred by the French cruisers, for the supe-
rior facility of depositing their plunder, and starting on fresh enterprises."

Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XXI II. page 99.
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It has no fortiticatioms
} except towards the sea, where it is defended by

Fort Blanc, and a battery on the little island, Tonnellieres.

The land gradually rises from the shore, towards the center of the

islacd, which is u vuody plain, elevated about 200, or 250 fathoms above

the level of the sea. In the middle of this plain is a very sharp conical

mountain, which, from its situation, is termed the middle peak. The other

mountains, which are separated fro n each other, are, the Montague de

Faience, Grand Port, Savane, Riviere Noir, Riviere Rampart. Corps-da-

Carde, and the Ponce, Of the last-mentioned chain, Piter Sort says M.

Bory de St. Vincont, is the most elevated point ; and, according to the

Abb de la Caille, it is 424 fathoms perpendicular height above the level

of the sea. Its summit, generally covered with snow, is formed by an

enormous and inaccessible rock, bearing a striking resemblance to a head

and distinguishable at a great distance out at sea. From nearly the center

of this point proceed several branches, somewhat resembling embrasures

flunked with parapets. As a part of Piter Bort, and the Ponce, may be

considered the dark and wooded Morne des Calebasses, which extends

towards the west, and bounds the central plain on the north. Its greatest

elevation is little more than 1800 feet. Another chain, in the course of

which is a very large and remarkable roundish rock, termed Morne des

Pretres, runs in a direction towards the north : it is the Montague Longue,
on the extremity of which are signal posts, elevated 2100 feet above the

level of the sea.

The isle of France is watered by above sixty rivulets, some of which

tlesetve the name of rivers, but others do not contain any water in the dry
season. Their sources are all principally in the mountains. The humidity
occasioned by the clouds, which frequently envelope the summits of

Piter Bort and the Ponce, greatly promote vegetation ;
hence the plants

growing upon the tops of these mountains, are, in general, vigorous and

healthy, whilst those on their sides languish and become sickly.

The discovery of the Mauritius was first made by the Portuguese (who
named it the island of Acerns), in the fifteenth century. The Dutch took

possession of it in the year 1593, giving it the name of Mauritius, in honour

of Prince Maurice, their stadtholder; but they did not form any establish*

ment on the island till 1640. In 1712 they abandoned it, partly on account

of the inconsiderable progress made by the colonists in the melioration of

the soil, and partly on account of the settlement which they had made at

the Cape of Good Hope. In 1715, the French landed here, under the

command of Dufresnes, a captain in the service of their East India Com-

pany, and named it the Isle of France. Shortly after (about 1721) the in-

habitants of die island of Bourbon, under the conduct of or person, called

Durongay, made a new establishment in the Isle of France; but, during
the fifteen succeeding years, the number of the inhabitants was so inconsi-

derable, that the company began to deliberate whether it were more proper
to retain or abandon the island. In 1735, however, M. Bourdennay, wa

$ent out with instructions to improve the jsoil to
profit.

In 1764, the

ttol. XXV, u
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French East fnd\a Company ceded the Isle of France to the government,
and it has since been under the immediate jurisdiction of a governor, for

the military, and an intendant or magistrate for the civil department.
ORME'S Military Transactions in Hindoxtun, vol. I. pages 62, 64, 7'2, and

88 to 98; and vol. II. pages 234, 397. 298, 3'26, 330, 333, and 336, may
"be consulted for further particulars. It is understood, that the expences
incurred by the company, and the still heavier expences to which the

colonization of the island put the French government, have never been

cleared by the colony. Scarcely one tliird of the land is in a state of culti-

vation, and even such parts as have been laboured on, are verj remote from

any thing like perfection, in point of tillage or produce. According to

recent estimates, there were about 6000 whites in the island
;
but when,

from this number, we deduct that of the garrison, there perhaps did not

remain more than 2000 colonists, of both sexes, and every age. The num-

ber of the free negroes amounted to about 1000, and there were besides

from 34'to 36000 slaves. The island is susceptible of triple this amount of

population. Almost every species of cultivation has been attempted here;

the culture of grain is, as it ought every where to be, the principal branch

of agriculture among the inhabitants; but the rearing of cattle has been

culpably neglected. The coffee of the island is good, but it is not equal to

the produce of Bourbon. At Villebagne there is a fine sugar-house, and

five or six others of less consequence, are to be met with in different parts

of the island. The culture of indigo has been attempted, but hitherto, with

little success. A considerable quantity of cotton is raised here, which grows

well, and proves very marketable : by the aid of industry this article might

be rendered highly important. The plants of spice trees, brought hither

from the Moluccas, have thriven so well, as to afford encouragement
towards their further cultivation. The shrub which yields pepper, is not

cultivated here; although the plants might readily be procured from the

coast of Malabar. The best ebony in the world is produced, in the Mauri-

tius.

No person could entertain a more accurate idsa of the value of the Mau-

ritius, in a political and commercial view, than the Abbe Raynal; who, as

long ago as the middle of the last century, expressed his opinion as follows :

The Abbe Raynal, nearly as long ago as the middle of the last century,

gave the following opinion of the Mauritius, in a political and commercial

view:

" The isle of France must always be allowed to be one of the most valu-

able possessions for any nation desirous of trading to Asia. It is situated

in the African seas, just at the entrance of the Indian ocean. As it lies a

little out of the common track, its expeditions can be carried on with greater

secrecy. Those, who wish it was nearer to cur continent, do not consider

that if it was so, it would be impossible to reach the coasts of Malabar and

Coromandel in a month's time, and the more distant gulfs in two months
;

which, to a nation, who like the French, have no sea-port in Hindostan, is

an inestimable advantage. This island, though in the same parallel of

latitude as the barren and scorching coast flf Africa, is temperate, and

pomparatively healthy. The soil is stony, but tolerably fertile, Experi-
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tnce has shewn that it will produce most of the necessaries, and even some
of the luxuries of life. Whatever it may want may be supplied frbm Mada-
gascar, and from Bourbon ; where the inhabitants have retained simplicity
of manners, with a taste for husbandry. Great Britain sees, with a jealous
eye, her rivals possessed of a settlement, which may prove the ruin of her

flourishing trade with Asia. At the breaking out of a war Her utmost
efforts will certainly be aimed at a colony that threatens her richest trea-

sures. What a misfortune to France, should she suffer herself to be

deprived of it!"

Fatal experience has proved, that no position could be more successfully

adapted to the annoyance of British commerce, in the Indian seas, than

the Mauritius, while in the possession of France. It served as a place of

rendezvous for French frigates, where they could be refitted^ and whither

they m:ght retire with their plunder. It was a depot of captured produce,
in which view it was resorted to by American traders, who brought that

produce to Europe, which the French were unable to convey in their own
merchantmen. The destruction of such a nest of marauders, is an immense

advantage to be derived from the conquest of the island; which, in our

hands, is impregnable, as long as we command the seas, and may, perhaps,
be rendered a station of some importance.
The capture of the Mauritius is one of those achievements that demon-

strate what can be done by the united efforts of the navy and army. It

points out the sort of enterprise which is adapted to our insular situation,

and to our maritime superiority. It is that in which we are sure ultimately

to succeed, and to which our resources ought to be applied. We have even

considered all other foreign expeditions than such as could be undertaken

by floating armies, or in other words, by the combination of naval and mili-

tary operations, as inconsistent with our real character. This is the bpechs
of assistance, to which we are inclined to think one of the three noble lordsj

considered as at the head of parliamentary opposition, alluded, in speal-ing

of the service, to have been rendered to allies, instead of making ourselves

principals in die internal warfare of the Peninsula. In the. House of Com-

mons, on the 13th of February, the member for Bedford is reported to have

used the'following expressions, concerning this colony:
" The Isle of France is certainly an important conquest The most im-

portant of all our colonial conquests since the commencement of the war.''

After this testimony to the merit of the operations, we can hardly refrain

from expressing something more than mere astonishment, that a measure

so replete, with advantages, political, military, and commercial, should

have been procrastinated so long.

Bourbon, the sister isle, was discovered by the Portuguese, who called it

Mascarenhas. It was taken possession of by the French, in 1675. The

coffee- tree was transplanted from Beit-ul-Fakki, in Arabia, to Bourbon,

about this time, and has been more naturalised here, than in any other part

of the world.*

* For further historical particulars, relating to the Isle of Bourbon, vids

ORMJ.'S Military Trmuuc tians in Hindoiton, Vol. I. pages 92 und 93: and \ul

II. pi:ges '2o4 imii ioj.
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS,

j, XLVI.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the jhore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONEH.

THE SATELLITE.

" TTT is with sincere regret," says the Portsmouth papers,
"* we stat

-"- the melancholy loss of his Majesty's sloop of war the Satellite,

Of 16 guns, commanded hy the Hon. Willoughby Bertie, with nil the crew.

She sailed from Spithead on Monthly the I7ih instant, (Dec. 1810} to join

the ships that were cruizing off La Hogue. On the Wednesday following, at

ix o'clock in the evening, she was in company with the Vautour, Captain

Lawless. It was then blowing very hard, and, in the course of the

night, the gale iircreased excessively, blowing in most tempestuous squalls.

In one of these sudden gusts (which have been experienced, both at sea and

on shore, in a most extraordinary dree tfris winter), she, it is supposed,

upset, and every sou! on board perished 5 The next morning her boaisr

some spars, &c. which were upon her deck, were picked up by the Vautour
;

but ho other vestige of her has ever been seen. The following otiieers

were on board on the 30th ult. when she was last mastered :

"
Captain Willoughby Bertie, Lieutenant R. S, Farquharson, Lieut.

Thomas Nicholas; Richard Cornby, surgeon; James Sampson purser;

John Pearce, master; R. S. Kempster, master's mate; John Henderson,

curpenter; Benjamin Brown, gunnel*; George Prout, boatswain ; George

Campbell t clerk ; A. G. Babington and William Brooke, midshipmen.
" The Hon. Captain Bertie was son of the late, and brother of the pre-

sent Earl of Abingdon. He married Miss Fisher, late of the Plymouth
Theatre

; and, what increases the distressing event of his death is, that

Mrs. Bertie (now in Portsmouth) expects daily to be confined. Captain
Bertie was in his 29th year."

\\6 have a partial consolation in learning, by a subsequent account, that

Mr. Richard Coraby, surgeon; Mr. Babington, Mr. Kempster, and Mr.

Brooke, midshipmen, who xvere stated, as above, to have been on board the

Satellite, ,when she was last mustered, and who, it was presumed, had

perished in that unfortunate ship, are safe. The midshipmen had been

removed to the Dancraark just before the Satellite sailed, and the surgeon
was on shore on leave.

THE ELIZABETH INDIAMAN.

The Elizabeth (country-ship) commanded by Captain Hutton, which
Sailed from Cork OH the 17th of December, 1810, was 1 >st wV Dunkirk, on

the STth of the same month; and, of -103 individuals who were on board
f

only 22 were saved The subjoined extract of a letter, dated Deal, De-
cember SO, furnished us with the first intelligence of this melancholy event.
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-
" A person, who left Dunkirk this morning atveleven o'clock, bripgs us

this moment the following most melancholy information
;

that on Thursday

evening last, the Elizabeth country ship, which was anchored off the South

Foreland, drifted from thence into Calais roads, where she knocked off her

rudder, and cut away her main mast. No assistance coming after her re-

peated signals, the captain put off to obtain it
;
but when about half-way

between the wreck and Dunkirk, his vessel drove on the outer edge of

Dunkirk brake, Dunkirk steeple bearing S. by W. and instantly went to

pieces, when all on board perished, except twenty-two, (mentioned here-

fter)who landed at Dunkirk, and were instantly conducted to prison, where

our informant saw Captain Eastwick and the others yesterday, and procured
this information, with directions to acquaint us therewith. No letters were

suffered by the commandant to be brought away, although some were

written to he sent to us; he promises, however, in a few days they shall

come.
"
Amongst the drowned are,

"
Captain Hutton, commander of the ship, and Mrs Hutton, his wife.

"
Lady Passengers Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Midwinter, Miss Moore, and

Bliss Stewart.
"

Passengers Mr. Ambrose, and Lieutenant Finch.

"Mr. Williamson, 1 st officer, and Mr. Forbes, 4th officer. Mr. Riddle,

surgeon.
"

Passengers Captain Fooley, Mr. Keys, Mr. M'Gulleway, and Mr.

Tullock.

"John Calder; John Ashkettle, captain's steward; eight black women

servants, and about 347 lascars."

The succeeding official report from the French papers, is more explicit.

" To fiis excellency the Minister of the Mar.ine and the Colonies.

u
SIRj Dunkirk, Dec. 29, 1810.

" I have the honour of informing your excellency of a very disastrous

event which took place yesterday in the roads of this place. The ship

Elizabeth of three masts, and of 6'50 tons burden, Captain Hubert W. East-

wick, [Hutton] bound for India from London, having proceeded to join the

fleet at Portsmouth, in consequence of bad weather, put into Cork, in Ire-

land ;
from which, after nine days, she set out on her destination for Madras

and Bengal, with a cargo of iron, copper, lead, beer, glass-ware, hats,cloaths

and other goods; having a crew of 400 men on board, including the captain,

thirty white passengers,
and 250 lascars, destined for Bengal by the East

India Company. Overpowered by the violent gales, which had continued

since her departure from Cork, she ran aground yesterday, during the mght

amid the sandbanks of this roadstead, about three leagues N.E. of the

harbour. Soon after she struck against the Breebauck, and was observed

at da>-lMit making signals of distress, and firing minute guns; she was

armed with ten sixteen-potmders) ;
M. Delacoste immediately took mea-

sures to send assistance to this vessel, but all attempts proved fruitless, tfl

wind blowing furiously from N.N.E. and the sea being in a frightful
state
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of agitation. Hopes were entertained that at ebb tide something might be

done; but these hopes were in vain ! It was absoletuly impossible to send

out any sort of boats, notwithstanding all the efforts that were made. The

galliot La Victoire, with Captain Gaspard Malo, master of a merchantman

on board, who gave, on this occasion, a proof of his devotion and humanity,

as well as several other sailors and pilots, belonging to this port, was towed

out along the pier; but the captain, seeing his galliot overwhelmed by the

waves, which rolled over it with fury, and not being able t<> make any re-

sistance, was compelled to abandon the attempt, after having encountered

the most perilous dangers. In the mean time, the vessel lost her niizen mast

and main mast, and soon afterwards disappeared, leaving only the fore mast

to be seen, which was covered with people. Three boats were seen direct-

ing their course towards the coast, but two only succeeded in reaching fort

Risban, from which 22 persons were landed by the assistance of the garrison

of that fort, and the people employed about the custom-house, who came

down to the shore. The third boat was swallowed up by the waves. The

sea was instantly covered with wrecks of all descriptions, which came one

tfter another on shore along the coast, with numbers of dead bodies. The

persons saved are the captain,* the first mate, the second mate, an officer

of the army of Bengal, two passengers, and 16 lascars ;
all the rest perished.

The night has been still more dreadful than the day, and this morning the

winds continue to blow with much violence from N.N.W. and N.N.E.

with rain, snow, and hail. Our first care has been to give these unfortunate

people who have escaped the assistance they stand in need of I have ths

honour to be,&c.
" C. Focncaoy,

Commissary of Marine."

In consequence of a letter to the Minister of Marine, from Captain East-

wick, seconded by the application of the commandant of the place, General

O'Meara, Buonaparte consented to liberate the remainder of the crew of

that vessel
; and, accordingly, on the 30th of January, a cartel arrived at

Dover with the survivors on board. From one of the gentlemen who were

caved, the following additional particulars have been collected : The whole

number who put off from the wreck, in the boat, were conducted to prison

on their landing; but were instantly, as far as possible, supplied with dry

clothes and every comfort by the gaoler and his wife. The Europeans were
also permitted, on various occasions, to leave the prison, on security being

given for their return, by such of the humane inhabitants as invited them
to dine and spend the day with them, which was frequently the case. In.

deed, the conduct of all the inhabitants of Dunkirk was ecncrous in the ex-

treme, and is spoken of in the highest terms of praise bv those who were
laved from the wreck. The following are the names of the Europeans who

* The French commissary appears to be in a mistake : Captain Hutton was the

commander of ilie Elizabeth
; and Captain Eastwick, we believe, was a passenger.

' TJie only persons saved," says the report at Lloyd's,
" were Captain Eastwick,

Captain Jackson; Mr. Baker, 2d officer ; Mr. l.aircl, 3d officer
; Mr. Ediz, free

mariner; Mr. JIaywood, and 15 lascars."
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were landed at Dover; Captain Eastwick, Mr. Baker second officer, and
Mr. Laird, third officer, all of the Elizabeth

; Mr. Eddis, Mr. Hayward, and
Dr. Jackson, of the 24th Native Infantry, passengers. They were liberated

by the French government unconditionally, leaving it to the justice of oiir

government to return an equal number of French prisoners, if they think

proper. The fate of one of the passengers (Lieutenant Tench, of the third

Ceylon regiment), was peculiarly tragical. He is supposed to have been the

only person that reached the shore alive, after the boat had left the ship.
While he lay on the beach exhausted with cold and fatigue, a garda costa,
or French soldier, came up to him, to whom he offered six guineas in gold
to carry him to some place of shelter. Another soldier then came in sight,
and it would appear that the two agreed to murder the unfortunate officer,

for the sake of his money; the body having been found with-several wounds

upon it. The circumstance transpired in consequence of the assassins having

quarrelled about their booty, and one of them confessed the fact to hispnest,

at the same time describing Lieutenant Tench's dress and person so minutely,
that no doubts could be entertained on the subject in the minds of his com-

panions. The two soldiers were taken into custody, and the French officers

at'Dunkirk arc said to have been exerting themselves to procure more formal

evidence than the confession above alluded to, injorder to bring the culprits

to condign punishment. The wretch who confessed the fact, afterward de-

nied it, alleging that he was in a delirium when he told the story.

The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

FALCONER.

TO THE MEMORY OF LIEUTENANT R. TRYON.*

BY C. REDDING.

"
Sfd improvisa lethi

Vis rupuit, rafietyiie gentes." Hon.

WHAT heart but mourns a friend sincere?

What eyes refuse to spare a tear J

\Yhen death has dealt his fiercest blow,

And laid an honest sailor low ?

With soul of honor, heart of truth,

Death never struck a braver youth,

Since first commission'd, direful day !

To make the sons of men his prey.

*
f*ide Obituary, in a subsequent page,
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Mourn him ye fair, of British birth,

Who, in the chilley lap of earth,

In ever-duriug silence lies.

Clos'd are the mortal agonies

He felt before the fatal day
That cloth'd his manly limbs in clay.

Mourn him ye fair, 'tis valor's due !

Who of the brave more fond than you ?

Ye Sons of Ocean, Britain's pride,

Who oft hr\ve conquer'd by his side;

His bark with yours in storms no more,
Shall dread the dangers of the shore

;

Nor fear rough shoals, the seaman's foe,

, Nor waves high mounting o'er his prow ;

To him no dangers have the deep,

For he is sunk in peaceful sleep;

Anchor'd where storms can ne'er molest,

In the still port of endless rest.

O could the muse, the muses mourn,
Lamented Tryon, o'er thy urn,

With Orpheus old, as ancients say,

Fly from the cheerful realms of day,
Down to the gloomy caves of death,

And thence recal thy vital breath;

The terrors of the lolieiy vale,

Should ne'er her steclfast feet assail
;

Her song shou'd every danger charm,
And fates malignant rage disarm ;

Conquer the grave's impervious night,

And bear thec to the realms of light.

But vain is song's immortal power,
To stay the arm of death an hour,

Unbar his adamantine gate,

Victorious o'er the will of fate.

Lamented youth, adieu! thy doom,
In the lone regions of the tomb,
Is but the same the monarch shares,

And all from youth to hoary hairs

Alike shull share : not many a year
Will roll away its swift career,

Ee'r all mankind must follow dice,

And enter on eternity ;

How soon, or late, what man can say ?

When hii frail tenement of day,
To ashes and to dust shall full,

And black oblivion bury all.
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GEOGRAPHICAL REBUS.

realms which Cortez drench'd with human gore,

From Alpine streams which lave the Euxinc shore ;

From Asia's utmost, oriental bound,

From Beauty's sacred i->!c, with myrtles crown'd ;

Prom icy regions under Britain's sway,

Through whicli St. Lawrence bursts his foaming way;
From wiid iitbernia on th' Atlantic main,

From i pure stream that wabli'd th' Athenian plain;

From Asia's southern gem-producing strand,

Where the cool ocean laves the scorching sand ;

The initials separate, and you'll descry,

What time on hasty wing is hurrying by;

What when once lost, you never can'recal,

A source ofjoy to some of grief to all
;

That which curtails, while adding to our date,

And points and leads us to our last estate.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

(January February. )

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

PARLIAMENT was opened, by commission, and the regular business

of the Session commenced, on the 12th of February. In consequence
of the continued improvement of the King's health, which furnishes the

expectation of his speedy resumption of the regal power, the Prince Regent
has not found it expedient to make any change in the Administration.

The account of the capture of the Ts!e of France, and of the other pro-

ceedings in the Indian Seas, recorded in our Letter-son Service, will be read

with much interest and satisfaction.

Of unofficial intelligence, the most important which we have to announce,

is that of the capture of Banda, the chief of the Dutch Spice Islands. It

was carried by a coup de main, early in August; the assailing force, under

Captain Cole, of H. M.'s S. Caroline, not amounting to more than 180 men

while that of the garrison numbered 1000. The property, to the captors,

is estimated at 600,0001. ; and, what renders the news eminently pleasing,

is, that the rich prize has fallen into our possession without the loss of a

single life.

Some arrangements, inimical to the interests of Buonaparte, are thought

to be forming amongst the Northern Powers.

In North America, they, who ought daily to offer up thanksgivings for

ttafc. SE&ron. Sol. XXV. x
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being at a safe distance from the din of arms, seem madly ambitious of

wnr, with the certain annnihilation of their present enviable advantages f

In South America, the Spaniards are cutting throats to establish tiic autho-

rity of Ferdinand VII. ; who, as a power, does not exist ! At what period

between his extremes of delirium and insanity does Doctor VV plac

sucli derangement ? But let us not laugh as if we were mere lookers-on.

With respect to any one of those, it may be said with the grave-digger ia

Hamkt,
" In England they are ail as mad as he." Have we not in fact,

with an enemy at the gate, and another (of paper) within, been profoundly

debating away whole weeks and months, whetlier tlie Regent or the

Queen should have the Buck-hounds ? To say nothing of tying the hands

of him who is to defend us, by a solemn act of those who represent us, and

pretend to be our " brains !" Of this species seems to have been the mania

which prevailed at Constantinople when the Greek and Latin churches

were disputing whether the sacramental bread should he leavened or

unleavened, while Sultaan Mohammed ii was laying siege to the city !
* So

at Jerusalem,t while mighty ruin was impending, the Jews were deeply

considering the heresy of the Sadducees ! As none of these can be

reckoned amongst the acts of reasonable men, we are compelled to account

for such conduct by referring it to the old adage, which saith,
" Heaven

first makes fools of those whom it wills to destroy ," or to adopt Voltaire's

fearful apprehension, that " our little terraqueous globe is neither more nor

less than the mad-house of the universe. In these retrospective remarks,
the reader will be pleased to observe, that we have spoken merely of folly

generously avoiding all mention of knavery.

JUttcra on

Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, FEBRUARY 12, 1811.

RKA II-ADMIRAL OT\VAY has transmitted to John Wil.-on CYoker,
Ivsq. ; a letter from Lieutenant Crow, commanding his Majesty's gun-

vessel Gallant, giving an account of hi* having, on the ?d of last month,-
captured, on the coast of Norway, the Danish privateer the Restorateur, of
six twtlve-pounders and nineteen nun.

* The consequence was, it fell into the hands of the Turks, and the last of
Conslantines lost his empire and his life. See Gibbon. Decline and lull of tlit

Roman Empire, vi. 481. 4to.

\ Josephu?. Wars of tin- Jews.

j.

"
QIIUS Inphcr vult perdere print dementat.

. <
"

J',ti Lien ;>enr <pe noire jidit ghbe terraqtti e sj'U precisemeiit let petite^
/:: tic I'miiccrt."
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PEBfcUAHY 5.

Copy of a Letter from Captain George Downie, of his Majesty's Sloop
Royalist, addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the Vice-
admiral to John Wilson Ctoker, Esq.

His Majesty's Sloop Royalist,
SIR,

'

3d February, 1811.

I beg leave to inform you, tlmt his Majesty's sloop under my command,
being yesterday morning between St. Valery on Caux and Fecamp, a sail was
seen at daylight, to which we gave chase, and soon after made her out to be
one ot the enemy's privateers; the wind having veered round from south to

south-east we were brought upon a wind; at 'one P.M. between Estaples
and Boulogne, the Castilian joined in chase, with the advantage of the

weather-gage, and obliged her to tack ; at four we brought her to, nearly
together, and found her to be the lugger privateer La Braconmer, of ten

pins, (thrown overboard in the chase,) and forty-seven men; out two days
from St.

Valery en Caux, and .had made no captures.
I have the honour to he, &c.

GEORGE DOWN1E, Captain.

Vice-admiral Campbell has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. ,

a letter from Captain Dighy, of his Majesty's ship the Theban, giving an
account of the boats of that ship having, on the 2d instant, under the direc-
tions of Lieutenant Meynell, and supported by the Skylark sloop, brought
out, in a very gallant manner, a merchant brig, from on shore under two
ot the enemies batteries near Dieppe.
And also a letter from Lieutenmrt Gedge, commanding the Locust gun-

vessel, giving an account of his having, on the -26th of last month, captured,
close to Dunkirk, a French national armed vessel, carrying two long twelvs-

pounders, with small arnrs.

FF.BKT'ARy 9.

Copy ofa Lfttfr from Captain Rogers, of his Jfaj&Iy'l Ship the. Kent, (fd~

drfsxed to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Commander-in~chief'of hit

Hajttty't Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean, and transmitted Ly the

Admiral to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

SIR, Keni, offPalamos, Dec. 15, 1810.

Just as I had closed my letter to yon of the 12th instant
v
the Cambrian

hove in sight, which immediately determined me to attempt the destructiuH

of the convoy at Palamos. I had great reliance in Captain Fane's kno.--

Jedge of the place, and as the reinforcement the French had received in

C.aiaionia gave me -no hipe of assistance from General O'Domiell, who
had full occupation for his troops, I i'tlt that I should be deficient in my
duty if I did not employ ;he means in my power with energy, to effect the

important service of depriving .Burce'iuna and the French army of the stip

plies which this convoy would convey to them. I gave it, Sir, every consi-

deration, with the anxiety natural to responsibility, and the more 1 reflecitci

the more my rnind was fortified \\ith hopes of success.

I therefore formed my plan, and Captain Fane did me the favour to

volunteer the command of three hundred and rifiy seamen, two hundred

;md f-iiv marines, and two fold-pieces, selected from the ships under my
orders, and well appointed for this desirable service. The enemy's vessel^

lay in the- Mole, and consisted of a very line new national kt.'tch, mounting
fourteen guns, with sixty men, two xebecs of three guns each, and thirty

jnu), and there were eight mere linn t vessels under their (.-onyoy, all hsiicu
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with provisions for Barcelona ; they were protected by two twenty-four-'

pounder-, one in a battery which stood high over the mule, and the other

with a tbirteen-inch mortar in a battery on a very commanding height;
there were aU<>, from the information I received, about two hundred and

fifty soldier> in I he town.

From li^lit \\iiuls it \\a a near one o'clock in the afternoon of the 13th

before the ships could _
f I'a: enough into the Bay to put the men on

shore; and they ucre. j-oou ar'te- landi-i on the beach in the finest order

under cover of tbe Sparnowhawko aud Minstrel sloops, without barm, the

enemy having posted ihemsehcs in tho town, supposing we should be in-

judicious enough :o go into the mole \v;:'i.>;a dislodging tliem; soon after

our men moved forward to rake the towu and batteries in the rear; the

enemy withdrew to a windmill on a hill, w!;r re ;iu -,; remained almost quiet

spectators of our people ta'viiiir possosMo'i of tin- batteries and the vessels iu

the mole ; the mortur was -,;>uu-d and the cannon thrown down the heights,

into the sea; the magazine blown up, the whole of the vessels burnt and

totally destroyed, save two which were brought out ;
in <-hort the object had

succeeded to admiration, and at this time with the loss of no more than

four or five men from occasional suirmUhins!; but I a:n sorry to relate,

that in withdrawing our Post from a hill which we occupied to keep the

enemy in check until the batteries as. : ved. 1 tear that

our people retired with some disorder, which encouraged tiic enemy, who
had received a reinforcement from c

-t. Felice, to advance upon I'ILMI, and

bv some unhappy fatality, instead of directing their retreat to the beach
where the Camhrian, Sparrowhawke anil .V.instrel lay t> cover their em-

barkation, the brave but thoughtless and unfortunate men came through,

the town down to the mole; the 'enemy immediately occupied the walls

and houses, from which they kept up a severe fire upun the boats crowded
with men, and dastardly fired upon and killed several who had been left on
the mole, and were endeavouring to swim to the boats. Nothing could

exceed the good conduct of Captain Pringle, of the Sparrowbawke, Cap-
tain Campbell of the Minstrel, and Lieutenant Conolly, first of the Cam-r

brian, (who commanded lhat ship in the absence of Captain Fane.) both

in the landing and withdrawing the men, and the officers in the launches

with carronades, and the two mortar boats of the Cambrian: indeed the

officers and men of all the boats distinguished themselves bevo;id all praise
in going to the mole to bring off the men who had been left behind. In

performing this arduous service they suffered much, but I had tho v.iisfac-

tion to perceive the lire of their carronades and mortars upon the enemy
was very destructive.

I feel a delicacy in notici.ig the exertions and gallantry of an individual

where most appear to have- an equal cliim, but it is due to Mr. George
Godfrey, my first lieutenant, whose exertions both on shore and in the boats

brhi'Jnj; oil' the men were conspicuous.
Unfortunately Captain Fane, as I am informed, was at the mole giving

directions to destroy the vessels when our men were withdrawn from the

post on the hill
; he remained there with firmness to the last, and is among

. but I have received a satisfactory account that he is well.

T feel, Sir, with U!i:< !:!: d -nef, that our loss has been severe, as yon
will see by the inclosed return; but had it not been for the indiscretion of
the people straggling from ihcir post and coming into the town, contrary
to my caution, the enemy wouM nor have dared to approach them, and the

loss would have been very inconsiderable, compared with the importance of
thos^i-. ice performed. Tho French had entered Catalonia wi.h an army

,ncn with little means ofsubsistcr.ee, and as I was ordered
to this co.ist for the express purpose of depriving the c;:cmy of their tr,-
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peeled supplies, I considered that some energy and enterprise was neces-

sary to accomplish it; the force I employed was fully adequate to tin's ser-

vice, and I confided the execution of it to an <>mcpr of reputation, I there-

fore cannot ,->:ich imscir, ..- my conduct \v mid have been censured if

I had not undertaken it, although 1 must ever deeply regret the severe loss.

I ha\e, &c.
THOMAS ROGERS.

Admiral Sir Charhs Ccttou, Bart. Commander'

Jlstwt of the Returns of Officers, Seamen, and Marines, belonging to hit

Majesty's S/iipx Kent, Aju.i~, Cambrian, Sparroaphawke, and Minstrel,

kitted, wounded and missing, in destroying the Enemy's Convoy at Paiu-

inos,13th December, 1810.

Kent 3 seamen, 7 marines, killed; 7 officers, 12 seamen, 19 marines,

wounded; 1 officer, 11 seamen, 21 marines, missing; 1 seaman, <k-

serted.

Aja.v. 11 seamen, 4 marines, killed; 3 officers, 12 seamen, 6 marines,

wounded; 19 seamen, 18 marines, missing.

Cumbrian 2 officers, 3 seamen, 1 marine, killed; 3 officers, 12 seamen,
7 marines, wounded; 1 orticer, 11 seamen, 4 marines, mining.

Sparratohtmke 1 seaman, killed ; 1 officer, 2 seamen, wounded.

Minstrel 1 seaman, killed; 1 officer, 4 seamen, wounded.

lolal S3 killed, 89 wounded, 86' missing, 1 deserted.

THOMAS ROGERS.

Admiral Lord Oambier has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.,
a letter from Captain Bedford, captain of the fleet under his lonUhin's

command, reporting the capture, by his Majesty's ship Rhin, of the Bro-
canteur French letter of marque, of sixteen guns and h'fty-t\vo men.

FEBRUARY 12.

Copy of a Letterfrom Vice-admiral Bertie, Commander-in-chiefof his Jlfu-

jtatifs Shi/* and ftsxi:ts at the Cape of Good HOJ c, to Jo/in Wilson Croker,

Esij. dated on board Ins Majesty's Ship the Ajricaine, St. Paul's, Isle of
ct. 18 tu.

Following the intentions communicated by my letter addressed to you of

the 20th August, I have the honor now to acquaint you, for the information

of their lordship*, that having made the necessary dispositions and arrange-
ments previous to my departure from the Cape, f hoisted my flagon board
the Nisus, -and sailed on the 4th ultimo, in that ship for the Isle of France.

11 nv ing made the land on the 2d instant, 1 proceeded to reconnoitre Port

South East, and from thence to Port Louis; where, having cruised fi.rty-

tight hour?, and n<;r falling in with nny ship of the blockading squadron, I

proceeded to this anchora^ for information of them, where I found Jyiu^
bis Majesty's ships Boadicea, Otter, and Staunch gun-brhr, together with

his Majesty's ships At'ricainc and Ceylon, which had been taken and recap-
tured from the enemy, and the imperial French frigate La Venus, al=o cap-
tured from theencmv.
The details, copies of which I have the honor to transmit herewith, will

fully explain to their lordships the circumstances of the occupation of tl.e

Isle dc la Passe, as well as the subsequent unfortunate re&ulc of a very g;ii-
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Jam attack made on the enemy's ships in Port S. E with the Siriiu, Cap-
tain Pyra, the Magieienne, Captain Curtis, the Iphigenia, Captain Lambert,
and the Nereide, Captain Wiiloiighbv, which ended in the unavoidable

destruction of the two former of his Majesty's ships, and the surrender to

tlie enemy of the Iphujema and Nercide, the latter after a glorious resisi-

nuce almost unparalitlled even in the brilliant annals of the British Navy.
A momentary superiority thus obtained by the enemy has been promptly

and decisively crushed by the united zeal, judgment, perseverance, skill, and

intrepidity of Captain Rowley, in his Majesty's ship Boadicea ;
the value

and importance of whose services, long conspicuous and distinguished as

tbey have been, have fully justified the selection and detention of him as

the senior otficer conducting the blockade of this station; and who, in the

present instance, almost alone and unsupported but by the never-failing

energies and resources of his active ana intelligent mind, under circum-

stances, as u,ay be easily imagined, of extremes! anxiety, mortification, and

disappointment, in a few hours not only reiook his Majesty's ships Afri-

caine and Ceylon, but captured also the largest frigate possessed by the

enemy in these seas, and has thus restored the British naval pre-eminence
in this quarter, which his talents have long so successfully contributed to

maintain.

Nor can I omit to offer the tribute so justly due to the memory of the gal-
lant Corbett, of his Majesty's ship Africaine, whose meritorious eagerness
to check the triumph of an exulting enemy impelled him to an unequal con-

test, in which he nobly fell, defending the cause of that country, to whose
service his valuable life had been most usefully, most honourably devoted.

Under the pressure ofthese events, the arrival of the Nisus was to be consi-

dered as most opportune, as every exertion had been already employed
with a view to the equipment of the Africaine and Ceylon, which ships,

though severely cut up in the masts and rigging (the lower masts being
ulk for further service), had fortunately, at the time of their recapture,

part of their crews on board. Fully concurring in the expediency and the

absolute necessity of this measure, the adoption of which, and the earning
into effect with the least delay, is of the most serious importance to the ulti-

mate success of the operation, now ripe for execution, ngaiust the Isle of

France, and having found it further practicable to equip the Venus in fur-

therance of this object, I have not hesitated to c./mmission her fer the

time beine, under the name of the Nereide, in commemoration of the gal-
lant defence of his Majesty's ship bearing that name, notwithstanding the

very many local difficulties and disadvantages with which we have neces-

sniily had to contend in the execution of these plans. The squadron, now
on the eve of sailing fim these roads, consisting of the ships named in

the margin*, exhibits a striking and no less gratifying instance of what maj
br effected by British exertion and British per>ovt ranee.

I Mi-mid at tltt same time, be very deficient, were I not to avail myself
f the opportunity now afforded me of expressing the obligations of the
f-rvice to the lieutenant-Cprernor nnd commander of the forces on this

. Lieutenant-colonel Keating to whom it is indebted, not only for his

ration, as well us that of tl.c whole military force, not only for the

zipphration of every cixil means at his commano, but for that spirit of
zealous emulation wherever the navy is conce-rned, which has most anxious-

ly anticipated the appropriation ot cvei y resouice to its senke, and ti.e

influence of which has- been extended throughout this division of the arniv.

.Among other re^sel* cnptured by the enemy I regret to mention tic
! .,-..<! Wvmiham, Hon. East India Company's ships, and the Hanger

.idicc-a, Africaine, Ceylon, Nisus, XtrtiJc,
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transport, from the Cape, having on board provisions and stores for the

squadron ; I am happy to add that theWyndham has since been re-taken, and
is arrived here, and the Venus was found to have on board the greater part
of the stores and provisions taken in the Ranger, both of which circuia-

stances have been particularly advantageous, the lower masts of the Wynd-
ham having been applied to the Africaine, and the victualling of the squa-
dron being, by means of the provisions found in the Venus, completed to

four months.

It is further of still greater moment that I should apprize you, for lh$
information of their lordships, that Major-general Abcrcromby, who, with

his whole staff, was embarked in the Ceylon, and who is entrusted with
the command of the expedition against the Isle of France, was recaptured
in that frigate.
As the squadron will proceed to sea in a few hours after the closini: of

these despatches, I trust 1 shall stand excused to their lordships in deferring
to a future opportunity the several returns and details of the squadron, a*,

well as a statement preparing, of work performed in each departuu lit,

which, in the short space of three weeks, through the unremitting and un-
wearied exertions that have been displayed, has been such as to complete
the equipment of the squadron, and to render the whole thoroughly ttlcc-

tive.

I should add, that the light brigade of the troops from hence are em-
barked, to the number of six hundred men, on board the tive frigates, and
are doing duty as marines, until their services shall be required on shore.

1 have, &c. A. BERTIE.

His Majesty''s Ship Boadicea, Sf. Paul's Road,
SIR, Isle of Bourbon, 2lst Sept. 1810.

I had the honour to transmit to you, on the Slst of August, Captain
Pym's report of a gallant and successful attack by his boats on Isle de la

Passe, and I beg leave to second his recommendation of Lieutenants

Chads and Watling, for their conduct on that occasion. Under the

same cover, I also transmitted .Captain Pym's detail of his subsequent

operations at Grande Porte. The urgency of the service we were then

engaged in, prevented me from entering more minutely into particulars;
the Boadicea was then under weigh, proceeding to Grande Porre, in hopes
of relieving the Iphigenia, the only fngate left to me by the disasters which
had befallen our squadron. It is now my duty to give you a more detailed

account of our operations.
1 had acquainted you with, the intentions of Colonel Keating, in concert.

with myself, to establish a strong military post at Flat island, after occu-

pation of Isle do la Passe. For this service the Bombay Merchant trans-

port was prepared with water and provisions sufficient for the supply of
both places; and the flank battalion, under the command of Lieutenant-

colonel Austin, with a proportion of artillery, were in readiness to embark,
when, on the evening of the 'J2d of August, by the arrival of the Wyndham
recaptured Indiaman, I learned that the Bdlone and Mnierve, French fri-

gates, Victor corvette, and Ceylon captured Indiamen, had forced the

passage, by Isle de la Passe, into Grande Porte, and that it was Captain
Pym's intention to attack them tliere.

Two of the flank companies and a detachment of artillery were imme-

diately embarked on board the Boadicea; the transport, with the remainder
of the force was directed to follow as expeditiously as possible. Fi-oiu

baffling winds our passage was very tedious; on the morning of the ','?th

we picked up a boat, with an officer and fourteen men, despatched with

letters from Captains Pym anil Lambert, which I transmitted to yu;
these made me acquainted with the unfortunate result of t:.e attack on the
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fripatos in Grande Porte; next morning at daylight I made Isle de la Passe,

and perceived" two of the enemy's frigates close off the Porte, we stoorf

nearly within gun-shot of one of these, and within five or six miles of Islu

de la Pass*', nndcr which the Iphigenia was anchored, making signals to*

licr, but a tliird sail, which we afterwards learned was t'ne Astrea frigate,

appearing to windward, I thought it prudent to tack off, and was imme-
diately chased by the French squadron ; of these the Venus, from her su-

periority of sailing, might soon have brought us to action, but appeared ti>

wait for her consort (La Manche).
Towards daybreak they hauled off; but, as I judged it advisable to draw

them down as far as possible from their station, in order to give the trans-

port an opportunity to succour the Iphigenia, and favour the escape of

both, [ again stood towards the French frigates, when tiiey resumed tiieir

chace, and continued it until our arrival off St. Denis. From thence I im-

mediately despatched an express to Captain Tomkinson, to move, with his

ship's company, on board the Wyndhara, and join me off the island, the

Otter being dismantled for heaving down.
On my arrival off St. Paul's, I found that Captain Tomkinson, consider-

ing the Wyndhum unfit for immediate service, had declined the command
of her ;

in consrquence of which Captain Lynne had, with the most inde-

fatigable exertions, fitted the Emma transport with her guns, andj jined me
off the port.

For the promptitude and expedition with which this aid was afforded me,
as well as for the most ample assistance on every occasion, I am indebted

to Colonel Keating, who has spared neither personal exertions, nor the

resources which his situation commands, in
facilitating

the supplies of the!

naval service, p.nd assisting me by reinforcements of his troops.
With the Emma in company, I resumed my route towards the Isle of

France
; but, finding that she could not keep company, I detached her to

windward from Round Island to Roderiguez, in order to give notice to any
of our ships she might meet, of the comparative state of our naval force,
and that of the enemy's. I then proceeded with the Boadicea. off I=!c de

la Passe, and, on our arrival there, found the Iphigenia gone, and four siiips
:it anchor in (Maude Porte

; these, we have since learned, wore the Bellone,

Minervc, Ncrcide, and Ceylon (East India siiips), the first with top-gallant-

yards atro-s, sails bent, and apparently ready for sea; the second with

.jury top-masts; and the third with jury fore and mizen-masts. I have also

understood from the prisoners lately taken in the Venus, that they were

shortly to proceed round to Port Louis, and that the slaughter on board of
them had been very great.

Finding that nothing was to be affected as affairs then stood, I returned to

this port, where I anchered on tin' lltii of .September.

Captain Lambert is said to have capitulated for the Iphigenia and Isle de
la Passe the day before we first arrived .;ff there, on condition that all the
otticers and men should, in one month from the date of the capitulation, be
Sent from the Isle of France to some pnrt in the dominions of his Majesty,
not to serve against France or her allies till exchanged.

I have the honour to be, &c.
rice-Admiral Bertie, $c. JOSHUA ROWLEY.

His Majesty's Ship Bwtdicea, St. Paul's Road,
9'R !:'<. t>f Bourbon, 21st September, 1810.

I weighed anclior from the bay of St. Paul's on the morning of the 1 2th
of September, in company with the Otter sloop, and Staunch gun-brig, in
order to attack two of the enemy's frigates, the Astrea and Iphigenia, who
were in the oiling to windward. When under weigh, I received an intima-
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tv.n from Colonel Keating that an F.nglish frigate was said to have arrived
ai St. D?ni. and, as we stood out clear of the bay, I had the satisfaction ot

recognizi ng the Africairte, who joined vv^th me in the chase, hy superior

sailing, and having the same breeze as the ohemy, she was enabled to close
with them before dark, and ifd by her signals, the Boadicea was gaining
fast upon them,- when, at three A. M. a heavy firing was observed between
the frigates, at that Ume, between four and five miles ahead of the Boadicea.
I concluded that it was Captain Corbett's intention merely to attempt
crippling the enemy, in order to enable us sooner to close with them; but,

unfortur.aleiy at that moment, the winds became light and variable, and
the Africaine .becoming unmanageable under the fire of both ships (one in

a most destructive raking position), after a most gallant, though unequal
contest, was obliged to surrender, and the filing ceased at about fifteen

minutes after four in the morning.
Day dawned, and shewed us the result; the enemy appeared tohavesuf-

ered little; the Africaine was in their possession, with no apparent loss but
that of her mizen top-mast; such a state did not appear to justify my com-

mencing an attack on a fo.ce so much superior, particularly in the present cri-

tical situation of our affairs, when mine was the only British frigate in those

seas, and we ki.ew of tv,-o otlvi' frigates of the enemy and a corvette

cruizing in the neighbourhood. I therefore made sail to bring up the Otter
and Staunch, then cut of sight, and having sqoii rejoined therri; I led them
towards the enemy, who, at our approach, abandoned the Afrfcaine, leaving
an officer and nine Frenchmen in charge of her, with m.ost of the wounded,
and about eighty-three of her crew, whom they had hot time to remove.
The extent Or her loss in killed and wounded I have not been able to ascer-

tain, but it must have been considerable. It is with deep regret I have to

mention the loss of my gallant friend Captain Corbett; he was wounded

early in the action, and died a few hours after it had ceased; in him the

service has lost one of its best officers.

I cannot conclude without mentioning, in terms of approbation, the

steadiness arid zeal manifested by my first lieutenant, Mr. Langhorne, the

officers ai;d ships' company ungler my command, aud beg leave to recom-

mend them to your fayou rabble notice.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vice-Admiral Bertie, Sf'c.
JOSHUA ROWLEY.

The under-mentioned statement of the killed and wounded belonging to

the Africaioe is as correct as I have been able to obtain.

24 seamen, 8 marines, '4 soldiers, killed; 52 seamen, 11 marines, 8 sol-

diers, wounded.
Total 36 killed, 71 wounded.

Names cf Officers
Killed and Wounded.

Killed.

Robert Corbett, Esq. captain.
Air. Parker, master.

Woijnded.

J. Tullidge_, senior lieutenant ; brought a prisoner to the Isle of Franpe,

C. Forder, second lieutenant; is at the hospital, St. Paul's.

, J. Jackson (2), lieutenant 'of marines ; at hospital, St. Paul's.

_\lr. Ilietd, master's-mate; at hospital, St. Paul's.

Mr. Mc-rder, midshipman ;
at hospital, St. Paul's.

JMr. Jones, midshipman ;
a prisoner at Isle of France.

Mr. Leech, midshipman ; at the hie of France.

JOSHUA ROWLEY.
l&sto. tn* fflol. XXV. Y
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His "Majesty's Shift Boadicra, St. PK/'

siKj Isle of Bourbvn, 'list Se/>lernber, 1810.

I have the honour to inform you, that after having anchored in this hay,

or. the morning of the IHth September, f discovered soon after three sail in

the offin, two of which appeared to have suffered in their masts and"

ringing. I immediately "fklx'd andior, in company with the Otter sloop

and Staunch gnn-hrig, hut from lijjht winds was uimhle for some hours to

dear the bay! at which period the ships were nearly out of sight.

The Boadicea having the advantage of a fresh breeze neared the enemy;
one of them, which had a crippled frigate in tow, cast her off, and made all

sail away from tis, the third bore up under her courses (hav
;

n<: lost her top-

mast*.) to protect the other, which enabled us to close with her
;
we soon

run her alongside, and after a short, but close action, having lost nine

killed and fifteen wounded, she struck to the Boadicea, and proved to be

the French Imperial frigate Venus, of 44 guns, with a complement on

]< aving port of three hundred and eighty men, commanded by Commodore
Hamelin, senior otticer of the French squadron in India, victualled and

stowed for six months.

She had in the early part of the morning, in company with the Victor

corvette, captured, after a most gallant defence, his Majesty's ship Ceylon,
commanded bv Captain Gordon, having on board General Abercromby
and his staff, bound for this island.

I made the signal for the Otter to take possession of Ceylon, while we
took the Venus in tow, mid they are both arrived in these roads, where f

trust we shall in a few days have them and the Africaine in a state for

service, which will again restore us to our accustomed ascendancy in these

leas ;
Colonel Keating having, with that zeal he has manifested on

every occasion, offered to complete their complements from the force under

his command.
It is with much satisfaction I have again to call your attention to the

gallantry and zeal manifcs-tcd by my officers and ship's company, in pre-
sence of the enemy ; to which I have also to add that of Lieutenant Ram-
say, of the 89th, with his detachment, doing duty on board.

To Lieutenant Langhorne I feel much indebted, for his al>le assistance

in taking charge of, and conducting into port the Africaine and la Venus,
and beg you will have the goodness to recommend him to the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty.

I think it my duty to mmiion tle active zeal shewn by Captain Tomkin-
son, of the Otter, and Lieutenant Strutt, commander of the Staunch gun-
brig, both on the present service and those on which we have lately Leeu

engaged; the latter is an officer of long service, whose merits"being well
known to jou, renders it unnecessary for me to recommend him to your
notice. 1 have the honour to be, &c.

JOSHUA ROWLEY.
To Vice-admiral Bertie, fyc.

A List vf the KHlfd and Vt'onnded on hoard his Majesty's Ship Boadicea, in

Action uith Hie French Imperial Frigate la Venus, off I he hie oj BUUT-
bon, on the 18/A September, 1810.

Killed. None.

Wuundtd. Benjamin Brown, landman, badly; Stephen George, yeomat*
of the sheets, slightly.

The bowsprit Ladly wounded
; standing and running rigging much cat.
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His Majesty's Ship Ceylon, St. Paul's, in the Island of
SIR, Bourbon, September 22, 1810.

I have to inform your Excellency, that, agreeably to your orders, T pro-
ceeded towards tiie Island of Bourbon, and on the 17th instant, being in

expectation of falling in with the blockading squadron off the harbour of
-Port Louis, I reconnoitred that port, and estimated the enemy's force at

seven frigates and one large corvette. Not finding the squadron, bore up,
at noon, ti>r the Island of Bourbon. At one, two or' the enemy's ships were
observed coming out of port, and were soon discovered to be in chase of
his Majesty's ship ;

the headmost gained fast, and the sternmost slowly.
I continued under the same sail, endeavouring to draw them as far as pos-
sible, which also tended to extend the distance of the. chasing ships. At
fifteen minutes past twelve, on the enemy's coming alongside, I found her

to be a frigate of the largest class. After a severe conflict of one hour and
ten minutes, she hauled off and dropped astern, which 1 concluded was to

wait her consort's coming up.

Finding the great superiority of force I encountered (having drawn my
conclusion of the enemy's force before dark), I lost not a moment in re-

pairing my rigging, which was much cut, and made sail, in hopes of reach-

ing the island. At two descried the enemy's second ship. At fifteen

minutes past two, the enemy's headmost frigate coming alongside, I shor-

tened sail to the top-sails, and renewed the action. At four I had the satis-

faction to see her mi/en-mast and thre<? top-masts go by the board; a few
minutes afterwards, the Cev Ion's fore and main top-masts fell. At this

time his Majesty's ship, being unmanageable, had suffered severely ; the

rigging and sails being cut to pieces, which entirely precluded all further

manoeuvre. The action was maintained and continued with great spirit.

At five A.M. the euemy's fore and main masts standing, with the assistance

of his fore-sail, enabled him to wear close under our stern, and taken

raking position on our lee quarter. His Majesty's ship lying an unmanage-
able wreck, I directed the inizrn top-sail to be cut away, and endeavoured
to set a fore-stay-sail, in hopes of getting the ship hefore the wind, but

without effect. The second ship having opened her fire, with the great

advantage the enemy had by having both his ships under command, enabled

him to take and keep his raking position, and pour in a heavy and de-

structive fire, while his Majesty's ship could only bring a few quarter-guns
to bear.

In tho shattered and disabled state of his Majesty's ship, a retreat was

impossible. The superiority of the enemy's heavy and destructive fire

left me no hopes of success. Reduced to this distressful situation, feeling
the firmest conviction that every energy and exertion was called forth,

under the influence of the strongest impressions I had discharged my duty
and upheld the honour of his Majesty's arms, feeling it a duty I owed to

the officers and crew, who had nobly displayed that bravery which is so

truly their characteristic, when -I had lost all hopes of saving his Majesty's

ship, to prevent a useless effusion of blood, I was under the painful ne-

cessity of directing a light to be shewn to the second ship that we had
.struck.

I think it a duty I owe to Captain Ros, of his Majesty's C9th regi-

ment, to thus publicly acknowledge the able support I received from

.him and his party of men, who were acting as marines for the time being.
The enemy's force proved to be the Venus, of 44 guns, and 380 men

;

and Victor, of 20 guns, and 150 men; the former mounting '<!S 18-pounder4



164 VAVAL HISTORi? Of THE TRESEVT YEAtt, 181 f.

on !>cr main-deck, and 12 40-pounder, and four long nines on her quartet'-

d-':'< I'.ml tore- cattle.

.Subscribed is a list of killed and wounded.
I have ttic honour to be, &C.

Rear-Admiral Drury t .Jr. SfC. $e. ClIAP.LF.-S GftRDOW.

Killed*

John Pari:-h, scaur <\\ Ishy, f!itto ; John Grigg, ditto; John

Cook, ditto; Joliii Philips ditto; tt'il'liam Kent, ditto; Pairi 'k Kearney,

soldier; Daniel Ehlay, ditto
;
John Ferguson, ditto'; Jolin Fceland, ditto.

Jacob Davis, sWrhnn
;

Otto Abraham, ditto; James Spicl'd*, ditto;

James Turnb'uli, ditto; Nathaniel Gibson, soldier.

Severely Wounded.

Captain Gordon ; Mr. Oliver, master; William Stn:;, seaman : ClmrlM

Smitl'i, ditto: John Robinson, duto
; John King, soldier; John Bradley,

flitto
; Hugh .Murphy, ditto.

Wounded.

Mr. C.-a!)!'.!ii, boatswain; Leven Benson, seaman ;
Hichard firownsdenj

tiitto; Thomas Curtis, ditto; Jolin iintham, ditto; John Williams ('-')>

'ditto; William Hancock, ditto ; George Johnson, ditto; Patrick Ann-

strong, ditto; \Vilham Sjirattly, ditto ; .Arthur (-^nin, ditto; Willnm Tur-

ner, marine; L'uptain Hoss, soldier; L'haries M'Cann, ditto; CharlfS

liailie, ditto
; Saiuiici Philips, ditto; Jr.ir.c^ Allen, ditto ,

Patrick M'Clas-

key ditto.

Vice-admiral CnmpWll lias transmitted to Johnr Wilson Cr'okbr, K<q. ^
letter from Captain Dickin*, of liis Majesty's sloop tbfi Zephyr, gn-ui-j; an

account of Ilia havint;. on the Sth instant, captured the \ intone i.

lugger privattcr, of 10 guns and by men.

i,| >
x

i ', -\
'

\
r

'.r.TYT. E

i/AKv l;5.

Lieutenant Cator, acting a-- commander of hismajt jty's sloop the

arrived here ihis ni.inniii; wiih d. -spali lies from \ i< o-aamira! IJcrlie, com-
juandei-in-ihit f of Ins Majesty's Mii[>s ami vebe!s at the Cape of (iooti

Hope, to John U i!-on Croker, Esq. Jiccrtury to the Admiralty, oi'ul.ich

the t'oltowin<; are copies:

Aj'itc. /r. t . l.;!c <f F/'ttnce,

sm, Decen.l>er 6, 1810.

1 have (lit; honour to announce to you, for the information of ihcir lord-

Miips, the rapture of I ho Isle of France and its dcpende'icii -. comprehend-
ing the eiliipntion of ihe naval force of the enemy in the.-e teas, and th^

fcubjugatiofl of (ho last remaining colonial territory of Francr-.

liy my CQlbinunicition addressed to\ou on the 1'Jth of October last, an'd
- warded to Kngland l;y iie (Jiier, from Hourbon, I had the honour to

ficquaint yon, that I was oh the point of resuming Ihe blockade of the Isle

)jf France; I accordingly arrived oil' this port on the 19th, and, fmdi'.i-j; tKe
of the enemy's sni{5 in the harbour, and two only apparently in H
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slate of forward equipment, I left Captain Rowley, with the Boadicea,
Nisus, and Nereide,* to watch the movements of the enemy; and ha7in<>

previously detached the Ceylon and Staunch to convoy the division of"

troops from Bourbon to Rodriguez, I proceeded with the commander of
the forces, (Major-general the Hon. John Abercromby) who had embarked
in the Afi icaine, towards that anchorage. On the 24th, I was joined by
llvar-admiral Di'ury, with a division of his squadron as per margin ; t anil

taking under my orders for the time being, the rear-admiral, with the ships
under his command, I was enabled to strengthen the blockading squadron,
by detaching the Cornelia and Hesper for that purpose; and, with the

others, made all sail for Rodriguez, where the squadron arrived on the 3d
fit' November, and found lying there the division of troops from Bombay.
On the o'th arrived ,the division from Madras, under convoy of the Psyche
and Cornwallis. On the 8th, Rear-admiral Drury sailed with the RusseJ,
Phaeton, and Bucepnalus, to resume his command in India. On the 12th,
arrived the division from Bourbon, under convoy of the Ceyloii.
The divisions from Bengal and tlie Cape not arriving by the 20th, the

Season being so far advanced, and the anchorage (surrounded by reefs) by
iio means secure, more particularly for so large a number of ships, I deter-
mined on weighing with the whole fleet on the morning of the 22d, pro-
posing the convoy should cruise to windward, Until joined by one or other
of the divisions. Very fortunately, intelligence was received on the night
of the 21st, that the Bengal division, under convoy of the Illustrious, was in

the otting. General Abercromby deemed it, as well as myself, adviseable

they should not anchor; but that, having communicated with the convoy,
and given (hem such supplies as they might essentially require, we should

proceed to theJ attack of the Isle of France, without waiting the junction of
the troops expected from the Cape. The whole fleet accordingly weighed
from the anchorage, and on the morning of the 29th bore Up for the point
of debarkation it had been determined to occupy in Grande Bay, about
12 miles to windward of Port Louis, where the Africaine leading in, and the
several ships of war following with the convoy: according to a previous

arrangement, the whole fleet were at anchor by tea o'clock, A.M. consist-

ing of nearly seventy sail; and the army, with their artillery, stores, and

ammunition, the several detachments of marines serving in the squadron,
With a large body of seamcu, disembarked the same day, without a single
loss or accident; a division of ships still maintained a vigilant blockade of
the port; another division remained for the protection of the convoy at the

anchorage; and a third, under my more immediate command, shifted their

station as circumstances required, 10 keep up a triore effectual communi-
cation with the army as it advanced, and which wasdtpendant for its sup-

plies of provisions and stores wholly on the resources of the navy.
On the 2d instant, the Governor-general, De Caen, proposed terms of

capitulation, and commissioners being appointed oil either side, a capitu-
lation was signed and ratified on the morning of theSd inst. at the British

liead-quarters; a copy of which I have the honour to transmit for tbeir

lordships' information.

In a combined operation of this nature, the ultimate success of which
must essentially, in a great degree, be made to depend upon a zealous and
emulative co-operation and support through each gradation; and, in the

present instance, where these features have been so eminently conspicuous
in every rank, and in every situation and circumstance, the recommen-

* Late la Venus, captured by Commodore Rowley, as announced in tbt

Gazette of yesterday.

t Russell, ClorindC) Doris, Phaeton, Bucephalus, Cornelia, Hesper*
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dalion of particular individuals to tlicir loivl-Jiips' more immediate notice,

may be deemed superfluous.
It is, however, from a sense of justice, that I record the services of Cap-

tain L'eavT, of his Majesty's sloop Nisus, whom I intrusted with tli6

superintendence of the whole arrangements for the disposition and debark-

ation of the army ; anri v. hose abilities ami experience, on similar occasions,

particularly qualified him to undertake this important duty. Nor should I

omit to bear testimony 10 the unwearied exertions of Captain Patterson, <f

his Majesty's ship Hespcr; and of Lieutenant B. Street, commanding th

government armed ship Emma, who \\ere employed for many successive

nights in sounding, and (us it has been proved) gained a perfect knowledge
of the anchorage on the enemy's roast, and \\lio were equally strenuous in

their services, in various ways, on shore.

I beg also to recommend to their lordships' notice, Lieutenant Edward

Lloyd, who volunteered his services under the immediate eye of the <.om-

niandcr of the forces; and in this
;
as well as many former instances, has

received the most honourable testimonies of his gallantry.
I have the honour to transmit a copy of a letter addressed to me by Cap-

tain Montague, qf the rosal n;tvy, who commanded the first division of the

seamen landed; as w ell as two extracts from General Orders, issued at

head-quarters. From the absence of some of the ships, I have not been

fible to collect die returns of the number of marines and seamen landed,
or of the loss; but I have the satisfaction to know it lias been very
inconsiderable.

The return of shipping, as correctly stated as I hove yet been able to col-

lect it, I have the honour to inclose. Various considerations have impelled
me to dispatch the Menelans \%ith the least delay possible; and having
intrusted these communications to the care of Captain Rowlev, ho will be

the bearer of them to their lordships, I beg to refer their lordships to him
lor every further particular, and to add, that his long and arduous service*

on this station, have established a just claim to any honourable distinction

it may please their lordships or ihe country to bestow on him.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

A. BERTIE.

A List of Ships and Vessels of War present at, avd assisting in the Capture,

oj, the Isle of i'rnnce.

Africaine, Captain Graham, acting. Vice-admiral Dcrtie; Illustrious,

Captain Broughton ; Boadicea, Captain Rowley; Nisus, Captain Beaver;

Cornwal'is, Captain Caulue'd; L'lor.nde, Captain Bnggs; Cornelia, Cnp-
tain J'.dgele; Dons, Captain Lye; Nercide, Captain Henderson, acting ;

Pysche, Captain Edgcunibc; Ceylon, Captain Tomkinson, acting; Ilesper,
( ;i; tain Patterson; Hecate, Captain Itennie, acting; Eclipse, Captain
l.ynne, acting; Emma, government armed ship, Captain Street, acting;
Staunch tun-brig, Lieutenant Craig, acting; Egrrmont, government sloop,
Liuitenant I'onler; Farquhar, Air. Ilervey, midshipman; Mouche; Pha-be,

Captain llillyer; Acteon, Lord Viscount JSleville.

A. BERTIE.

We, the undersigned, Major-general Henry Warde, and Commodore
Kmvlcy, nominated on the part of his Britannic Majesty, by Vice-

admiral Albcrmarle Bertie, coinmaiider-in-chief of his majesty's ships and
is employed at the Cape of (juod Hope, and the seas adjacent, and

I. it-lit.-uon. the Hon. John Aberrrombv, commander of his Britannic Majes-
.011 the one part; and Al.Vandermaeson, >ren. of riix iwon, mcmbi r

of t!ie legion of honour, and commandant of the troops of his Imperial and

Koyai jUajvr-y the Emperor of iTunce, at the Isle of France ; and Mr.
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Victor Duprere, capitaine de vaisseau of his Imperial and Royal Majesty,
nominated on the part of Charles de Caen, grand officer of the legion of
honour, general of division, captain-general of the French settlements to
the eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, on the other part; being severally
and respectively armed with full powers, to settle a treaty for the capitu-
lation and surrender of the Isle of France, and all its dependencies, to the
arms of his Britannic Majesty, do agree as follows:

Art. I. The troops of his Imperial and Royal Majesty, the Emperor of
France, forming the garrison of the Isle of France, the officers and non-
commissioned officers, the officers of the imperial and royal marine, and
the crews of the ships of war, shall not be considered as prisoners of war;
neither the civil authorities. Answer. The land and sea forcos, officers,

subalterns^and privates, shall not be considered as prisoners of war.

Art. IT. The troops of his Imperial and Royal Majesty shall retain their

arms and colours, without ammunition, and all their personal effects

and baggage, to the extent of that which, upon honour, shall be declared

private property. Answer. They shall take away their effects and

baggage.
Art. III. The troops of his Imperial and Royal Majesty, and the crews

of the ships of the imperial and royal marine, shall be sent, with their fa-

milies, to a port in European France. Answer. They shall be conveyed,
together with their families, to a port in the French empire.

Art. IV. For the above conveyance, I shall keep the four Imperial fri-

gates, la Manche, la Bellone, 1'Astree, and la Minerve,as well as the Victor

and Entrepenante corvette?, with their officers, crews, guns, stores, and pro-
visions. Answer. Altogether inadmissible. The crews of the ships
of war of the imperial and royal marine are provided for by the preceding
article.

Art. V. To the above ships shall be added six transport vessels, to be
selected by me, for our conveyance, with the necessary provisions for tha

crews and passengers. Answer. Proper vessels shall be forthwith equip-

ped as cartel*, at the expense of the British government, provisioned and
*tored to convey the French garrison, and the crews of the ships of war, tu

European France. The same vessels to be at liberty to proceed to any port,
of England, without delay.

Art. VI. These conditions being agreed to, I shall give up thecolony and
all its dependencies, the magazines, &c. Inventories shall be taken of all

the articles belonging to the Emperor, and to be preserved for him and

restored at a peace. Answer. The colony and.its dependencies shall be

ceded unconditionally ;
no power being vested in the parties contracting,

to determine its future destination. Inventories shall be taken by com-

missioners, to be appointed in behalf of the contracting parties, of all pub-
lic magazines and stores, which shall be given up to the forces of his

Britannic Majesty, in their actual state, and without deterioration.

Art. VII. "The property of the inhabitants shall be respected. Answer.

All private property shall be respected.
Art. VIII. The inhabitants shall preserve their religion, laws, and cus-

tomsAnswer. The inhabitants shall preserve their religion, laws, and

customs.

Art. IX. The colonists shall have the option, during two years to come,
to quit the colony, with their respective private properly. Answer. They
ihall enjoy, during two years, the liberty of quitting, the colony, with theic

property, in order to proceed to any piace they may wish.

Art. X. The wounded or sick that it shall be necessary to leave in the

hospitals, shall be treated the s>ame as the subjects of his Britannic Ma-

jesty : French surgeons shall be permitted to remain with them, and they
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shall afterwards be sent to France, at the expense of the British povfrny
tin nr. Answer. The wounded who may be left in the hospitals, shall be

treated in the same manner as the subjects of his Britannic Majesty.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS.
Art. I. The public functionaries of the French government of the Isle of

TT.IIICC shall be permitted to remain in the colony for a reasonable period,
to regulate and discharge their public accounts with the colonists.

An. II. The morning of the 3d of December instant, at six o'clock,

A.M. possession shall be given to the troops of his Britannic Majesty of the"

forts of Du Mas, and the lines of the town of Port Napoleon, down to the

Uabtion Fanfaron.

Art. III. The morning of the 4th of December instant, at six o'clock

A.M. the Isle of Tonelieu, Fort Blanc, and the whole of the batteries of

the harbour of Port Napoleon, and all the
shipping, boats, ships of war and

j>rivateers, and merchant or other shipping of every description whatsoever,
shall be given up to the naval and military forces of his Britannic Majesty;
and all shipping lying in any other creek, port, or harbour, of the Island,
shall equally be considered as the property of his Britannic Majesty.

Art. IV. The troops of his Imperial and Royal Majesty, and the crews
of the ships of war and privateers, shall retire to the barracks of the town,
where they shall continue until their final Embarkation.

Art. V. That the subsistence of the French garrison, both officers and

men, as well as of the officers and crews of the ships of war, so long as they
shall remain here, shall be assured and provided lor by the British govern-
ment; the expences arising therefrom shall be considered as an advance ff
which the French government is pledged.

Art. VI. That on the surrender of the port, as stipulated by the third ad-
ditional article, all English prisoners of war, of whatever description, novr

in the Isle of France, shall lie liberated.

Art. VII. That if any difference shall arise in the interpretation of any
part of the foregoing, it shall be interpreted in favour of the French govern-
ment.

This done and agreed at the British head-quarters, at Pamplemonus, at

tflie o'clock A.M. the 3d day of December, 1810.

VANDERMAESEN1

,
Gen. of division.

HENRY WARD*E, Major-general.
JOSIAS ROWLEY, Commodore
J. DUPRERE, Capit. de Vaisseau

Approuvd et ratine, la presente,

DE CAEN, Capit. General.
CHARLES DE COETLOGON, Secre-

tary to the commissioners.

A Lht of Ships, 8fc. 4-c. in Port Napoleon, at the Reduction of the Iderf
France, December, 1810.

French frPgate 1'Astree, of 44 guns and 1 100 tons: French frigate la Bel-

lone, of 48 guns and 1050 tons: French frigate la Manrho, of 44 gu'ns and
1050 tons: French frigate la Minerve, of 52 guns and 1200 tons: English,
frigate Iphigenia, of 06 guns and 950 tons: English' frigate Nereide, of 3O

and 9<0 tons : French sloop le Victor, of 11 guns and 400 tons :

.French brig L'Entreprenant,
of 14 guns and SOO'tons : A new French brig,

jinnie unknown, of 14 guns and 300 tons : English Indiaman Charlton,
,;-ship, of SO guns and 900 tons : English Indiaman Ceylon, prison-ship ,
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of 30 guns and 900 tons: English Indiaman United Kingdom, prison-ship,
jofSOguns and 900 tons : French ship la Ville d'Auten, of 1000 tons:
French ship In Sevcram, of 250 tons : French ship 1'Adele, 220 tons
French sliip PAurora of 150 tons: French ship le Prudent, of 250 tons;
French

ship
le Robuste, of 700 tons : French

sliip le Wellesiey, of 700 tons :

French ship le William -Burroughs, of 1000 tons: French" ship le Philip
Dumbs, of 300 tons : French ship le Trafalgar, of 800 tons: French ship
I'Althen, of 1000 tons: French

sliip !e Hope, of 400 tons: French ship
le Marie, of 300 tons : French sliip le Fannie, of 280 tons : French ship
Je Forth, of 200 tons': French brig I'Eclair, 250 tons : French brig 1'Active,
SOO tons : French hrig 1'Oricnt, 250 tons: French brig le Favorite, J80
tons: French brig {'Illusion, 180 tons: French brig le Jeune Armond, 100
tons : French brig le Zephyr, JOO tons : French hrig PAnt, 70 tons : French
hrig PAmiable Creole, 60 tons: American ship Hermes, 300 tons: Ameri-
can ship Thomas. 300 tons : American brig Angiiika, 220 tons: American
schooner Spy, 150 tons: Five gun-boats,

A. BERTIE.

SIR, Clorinde, December, 4, 1810,

On delivering up the command which you did me the honour to confide

in me, I feel it my duty to acquaint you, that every officer and man con-
ducted themselves in a manner most perfectly answerable to your expecta-
tions; and 1 beg to enclose a paragraph of the public order issued 'by Gene-
ral Abercromhy, expressive of his sentiments on the occasion. The zeal

and ability of Lieutenant Lloyd, senior lieutenant on the service, are too

well known to you to render any encomium from me necessary ; and I

also beg to recom nend to yotir notice Mr. John Gossland, master's mate
of his Majesty's ship Cornwall is, who acted as my aid de camp, and who

having passed his examination for lieutenant, is worthy of promotion.
I feel much indebted to Captains Yates and Nesbit, of the City of Lon-

don and Huddart Indininen, who handsomely volunteered to serve with me,
and who brought a proportion of seamen to assist in the laborious duty of

ilra^ing the cannon ;
the former, I am sorry to say, died of excessive

fatigue the fir^t day's inarch. Our loss has been trifling, consisting of five

inen wounded, although, 1 am sorry to say, most of them are seriously.

I have the honour to be, &c.
N. F. MONTAGUE.

l
r

ice Admiral Bertie, <-c.
,

A Paragraph of general orders issued by General Abercromby on the \st.

December, 1810, before Port Louis.

Par. 3. Major General Abercromby is happy also to acknowledge the

steadiness shewn by the 12th and 22 d regiments, and he feels himself par-

ticularly grateful for the zealous exertions of a detachment of seamen

landed from the squadron, under the command of Captain Montague; and

he requests to offer him, the officers and men under his command', his sin-

cere acknowledgments for the set vice which they have rendered to the

Army.

Extract from general orders, head-quarters, camp before Port Louist
December, 5, 1810.

Major General Abercromby, in the name of the army, feels an inexpres-

sible deree of pride and satisfaction in acknowledging the powerful and

cordial co-operation which has been received from the naval force under the

(command of his Excellency Vice-Admiral Bertie, which h,as been hcJhtene4

. ttol. XXV. &
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by the cordiality and unanimity subsisting to a degree, perhaps without

example, between the two brandies of the service. The commander of

the forces feels it bis particular duty to offer his most sincere thanks to

Captain Beaver, fir the able and judicious manner in which be conducted

the disembarkation, a-* \vell as for the indefatigable exertions he has since

used in discharging the duty confided to him by the Vice-Admiral, in sup-

plying
the wants of the army; and Major- General A bercromhy is equally

indebted to Captains Brians, Lye, and Street, and to the oincers and seamr a

employed under their order-, in the disembarkation of the troops.
The exertions and able assistance received from Captain Montague, of

the royal navy, ud the officers and seamen with the army on shore, have

heen too conspicuous not to have attracted the observations and acknow-

ledgments of every individual

Major-general Abercrombj mnsf, however, request that Captain Mon-

tague will be pleased to convey to those who wrre under his command the

impression which their conduct has iriadeon his mind.
\V. NICHOLSON, Dep.-adj.-gni.

Afi icuine, in Port Louis, Decem-

sm, I>er6, 1810.

I have the honour to transmit herewith for the information of their lord-

ships, a copy of a general memorandum issued by me this dny to, the cap-
tains and commanders of the ships and vessels of the squadron under my
command.

I have the honour to be, &c.
A. BERTIE.

e, Port Loiiis, December G, 1810.

GIXEKAL MEMORANDUM.

The commander-in-chief congratulates the Qtfiecrs and crews of the ships
of the squadron under his command, on the successful issue of the attack
of this valuable and important colony, which has placed it under his Ma-
jesty's protection.

He feels he has a duty to acquit, in thus publicly communicating the
sense he entertains of the zealous and unremitting exertion of all ranks

throughout the squadron ; and he requests that the captains and comman-
ders of the ships and vessels will more immediately make known to the

officers and crews under their command respectively, these his sentiments,
A. BERTIE.

To the Captains and Commander* nfthe Ships
and Vessels ofthe Squadron.

N.B. The despatches received as above are duplicates, the originals'

having been intrusted to Commodore Rowley, who is now on las way tu

England, in his Majesty's ship Menelaus, and is hourly expected.

Courts partial.

A Court-martial was held in the Downs, on Saturday, January 2fith, fos
the trial of Captain Kdward Sneyd Clay, the officers and crew of his

Majesty's late ship Nymphe. The court determined that no blame was



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811. 171

jmputable to Captain E. S. Clay, his officers or ship's company, with the

exception of Mr. G. Scott, master, and C. Gascoigne, piiot, who appeared
to the court to have been very incautious, in asserting, in a, positive manner,

'

the light seen to have been the light on the May Island, aud the court ad-

judged them to be severely reprimanded-
A court nuirtial was held on Tuesday, January 29, on hoard the Salvador

del Mundo, in Harnoaze, which excited much attention, on Mr. Win.
Ailett Woodgate, midshipman of the Tartarus, for riotous and indecent,

brhaviour in the Dock theatre, on the night of the 5th ult. which inter-

rupted the performance and disturbed the audience.

Captain Flinn, one of the witnesses tor the prosecution, stated, that he
was ut' the Dock theatre on the night of the 5th January, and that his at-

tention was called by the most indecent expressions of the prisoner, who
was with a party ot midshipmen in the upper boxes, behaving in a riotous

manner; that upon the witness going up to him, and commanding him to

leave the house, he grossly insulted him, using the most obscene, scan-

dalous, and mutinous language; that the party were armed with whips and

bludgeons, and were crying out,
" no mirtial law here;

" and that all the

witness's efforts to suppress the tumult was ineffectual.

Other evidence was adduced in support of the charge; after which the

prisoner read a written paper, stating that he was quite unconnected witlv

the othtr midshipmen, and had quitted that part of the house where the

tumult took place : he called no witnesses.

The court having maturely considered the whole circumstances of the

case, pronounced the following sentence :

" That the said Mr. Wm. Ailett Woodgate be publicly stripped by the

provost-marshall of the uniform coat lie has so shamefully disgraced, on
the quarter-deck of his Majesty's ship Tartarus, to which he belongs; that

he be dismissed his Majesty's service ; that he be rendered incapable of

ever serving again as an officer in the navy of his Majesty, his heirs or suc-

cessors ;
and that he be kept in solitary confinement in the Marshalsea pri-

son for the space of two years."

February 1, A court-martial was held on Lieutenant Methuselah Wills,
of his Majesty's ship Hawk, for neglect of duty. He was sentenced to be
dismissed the ship, and to be placed at the bottom of the list of the lieute-

nants. On the same day also a court-martial was held on Wm. Verhoof,

private of marines, belonging to his Majesty's ship Tyrian, for deserting
his post while sentinel.

A court-martial was held on Tuesday, February 5th, on board the Sal-

x'ador del Mundo, on Captain Wilkinson, and Mr. Andrews, master of

H. M. S. Couragcux for carelessly running that ship on the Skerries Rocks,
on the 21st cf January. After a. full investigation of the circumstances, th$

court adjudged Captain Wilkinson and Mr. Andrews to be reprimanded
and admonished to be more careful in future.

IJSromoticna anH appointments.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Rear-admiral Manley Dixon is to hoist his flag on board the Vigo.

Captains: George Mackenzie, to the Undaunted; 'Charles Bullen,

to the Cambrian ; S.Ferris, to ihe Volimtaire; Lord Viscount Aevilie

(acting), to the Boadicca ; bir James Lucas Yeo, to the Southampton ;

J. S. Morton, to the Standard ; J. liatley, to the Seine; David Atkins,

to the Defiance j li. L, Graham, ty tbc Alciueae; Byam, ty tbJtj
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Thetis ; Walter Bathurst, to {he Fame ; W. Pakenham, to the Aqnilon >

George Thomas, to the Undaunted ; T. C. Hitchins, to the Strombolo ;

John Griffiths, to the Volcano ; Samuel Rowley, to the Laurel ;

Francis H. Coffin, to the Arethusa ; Hollis, to the Achille ;

Urry Johnstone, to the Avenger; Hanchett, to the Boyue.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Robert Forbes, to the Alarm lugger ; George Pratt, to theBoadicea ?

"William Davis, to the Fame; Henry Pigott, to the Ethaliou ; Thomas
Edward Knight, to the Norge ; Thomas William Carne, to the Caledo-

nia; Nicholas Hodge, to the Thracian ; William Bourchier, to ihe Fawn;
Isaac Lasher, to the Quebec; David Price, to the Hawk; John Nicholas,

to the Alcmenc; Edward Lauren, to ditto; T. H. Marshall, to the

Gorgon H. S. ; Thomas Evans, to the Recruit; M. H. Sweney, to the

Aqnilon; Broderick, to the Ardent; Rawlins, to the

Southampton ; W. T. Morgan, to the Recruit ; N. Hodge, to the

Thracian; Laugharne, to the Alcmene ; Henry Perrot, to the

Binaldo; G. M'Millan, to the Egeria; William Lugg, to the Princess

Carolina; Joseph Patey, to the Vigo; J. Pidgeley, to tlie Merope ;

John Geary, to the Audacious; Robert S. Harvey, to the PortMahon ;

Thomas Gidney, to the Mercurius; George Read, to the Orestes ;

William Henry Nares, to the Standard; Proro. F. Hughes, to the

Dreadnought; William Boham, to the Woodlark ; John Hill, to the

Trinculo; John Murray (1), to the Boyne ; Thomas Crane, to the

Crescent; Allan M'Miflan, to the Scylla; Benjamin Keily, to the

Boyne ; Charles Giddy, to the Conquestadore ; Henry George Massie,
to the Royal William ; George H. Dacre, to the Alexandria ; Thomas
E. Knight, to the Partridge ; George King (2), to the Zephyr ; Patrick.

Lowe, to the Bermuda; H. W. Hoare, to the Caledonia; George
Richards, to the Marlborough ; William Finch, to the Goshawk;
Henry Leake, to the Volontaire; Edwin James, to the Royal George;
John Hawkins (I), to ditto; John MaxfieJd, to ditto ; Henry Pyne, to

ditto; M. Scaly, to ditto; James Fitzpatrick, to the Freija ; John

George Davis, to ditto; Thomas Robins, to the Cretan; George
C. Stovin, to the Thais; Andrew Mott, to the Royal George; James

Mangles, to the Boyne; Robert Patty, to the Danneinark ; James
Grierson, to the Dictator; P. H. Brydges, to the Hussar; Thomas
Cokeley, to the Merope; Richard Ward, to the Spitfire; Richard
Cull (2), to the Prometheus; Edward Luscombe, to the Cadmus ; John
Julian, to the Boyne; Henry Elton, to ditto; Thomas Clack, to the

Bapid; George C. Johustone, to the Raven; Thomas Bradby, to the

Rolla; Robert W. Riches, to the St. George; John White (1), to the

Boyne; James C. Crawford, to the Ardent; Alexander Montgomerie,
to the Aquilon ; John Scott, to the Tremendous ; William Poore, to the

Rainbow ; Henry Richards, to the Merope; Nathaniel Brice, to the

Tweed; Dennis Bolton, to the Mercurius; Robert Thomas, to the

Raleigh; William Woodman, to the Thais; William Rawlins, to the

Southampton; John Nicholas, to the Alcmene; G. R. Andrews, to the

Sarpedon ; John G. Max, to the Briseis
; George M'Millau, to the

Egeria; John Petley, to the impress service at Gravesend ; Kelly,
to the Boyne; G. Hayes, to the Braave prison-ship; George Finch, to

the Goshawk ; Blisset, to the Primrose ; Malbon and

Baylev, to the Tyrian ; Ward, to the Spitfire ; M'Arthur,
to the Caledonia; Muncey, to the Herring; Stackpole,
to the Conqucstador ; Cousins, to the Ganges; John Bassett,
to the signal station, at Brow Head, near Cork ; Slaughter,
to be a commander, for his gallant conduct at Grao

; Joseph Park wood,
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to be a commander ;" J. L. P. Langhorne, to command the Otter;

Wooldridge, to command the Opossum; Calor, who brought
home the duplicate of the despatch relating to the capture of the Isle of
France, to command the Action.

All the midshipmen of the Racehorse, who went out to the Isle of
France on promotion, nave been promoted to Lieutenants. *

Mr. George -Waller, son of G. Waller, Esq. of Portsea, and purser of
his Majesty's sloop the Gorcc, is appointed secretary to Rear-admiral
Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke.

Mr. Child, purser of the Woodlark, is appointed to the Goree:
Mr. Anderson, purser of the Roman, to the Woodlark ; Mr. William

Callaway, to be purser of the Termagant ; Mr. John Evans, to be purser
of the Vautour, rice Foot; Mr. Witcher, purser of the Lily, to the
Fawn ; Mr. Mewis, purser of the Fawn, to the Hazard ; Mr. Uniacke,
purser of the Hazard, to the Lily ; Mr. Weir, late master of the

Chatham, to the Glory prison-ship, at Chatham ; Mr. Edgcombe, to be

purser of the Britannia; Mr. Robertson, to be purser of the Belleisle;
Mr. Rickford, to be purser of the Venerable ; Mr. Ery, to be purser of
the Antelope; Mr. Jacob Weymouth, to be purser of the Alcmene; Mr.
T. Brett, to be purser of the Tweed ; Mr. Ray, to be purser ofthe Asp;
Mr. Seaman, to be purser of the San Antonio.

Lieutenant Griffiths, R.M. is appointed to the Elhalion.

Manley Hulke, Esq. is appointed agent victualler at Palermo.
Mr. Charles Morgan, of the victualling department at Portsmouth,

is appointed chief clerk to the agent victualler at the Cape of Good
Hope.

Sir Robert Barlow is named as the new commissioner for Plymouth
Dock-yard, vies Fanshawe, who retires on superannuation.

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent has been pleased, in the
name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to appoint John Pond, Esq. to

be astronomical observator in the Observatory at Greenwich, iu the

room of Nevil Maskelyne, Esq. deceased. London Gazelle.

A list of Midshipmen who have passed for lieutenants on the first Wed-
nesday in the present month.

Sheerness. James Wood, J. R. Black, Wade Blake, Henry Bailiie,

Bartholomew Day, James Thompsou, Henry James, William J. John,
ston. v

Portsmouth. John Vignols, G. Jackson, Ed. Oakes, James Wig^ton,
William Pridham, William Drew, John Bowie, William Arthur, ilobert

Whitcombe.

Plymouth. Edward Moore, John Hunt, JolmDavies, Adam Cuppage,
David Hammer.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Thomas Johnstone, to the Valiant; Richard Morgan, to the Maria

brig; T. P. Duins, to the Liberty; Robert Scott, to the Caroline;

G. A. Acheson, to the Pomp.ee; John M'Millau, to the Pyramus;
James Lepper to the Aquilon ; J. H. Swaun, to the Dolphin ; James

Hamilton, to the Netley ; John Laughna, to the Forrester; Joseph
M'Leod, to the Paz ; Patrick Blaikie, to the Alphea cutter; Janie*

Johnson, to the Marengo ; Charles M. Snooke, to the Linnet ; Joseph
Arnold, to the Alcmene; H. W. Brett, to the Tyrian; George Rowe, lo

the Freya ; W. H. Bull, to the Raleigh ; R. M. Ford, to the Tyrian ;

David Baird, to the Victorious ; Thomas Roberts, to the Onyx j

James Craigie, to the Seine; Charles Edmao, to the Royal George j
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Charles Mayberry, lo the Hawke; Andrew Carrick, to the Undaunted ;

William Elliott, to the Tisiphone; John Inches, to the Dromedary;
Richard Tobin, to the Laurel.

Mr. Thomas Skardon, late agent victualler and storekeeper at Lis-

bon, has been appointed agent of the Naval Hospital :.t (iibr.-.itnr.

Mr. Robert Lightfoot has been appointed ageni of the \aval Hospital
at Yarmouth.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.

John Craig, to the Vigo, and John Cochrane, lo the Tisiphone ;

R. C. Willis, to be'an hospital mate at Huslar ; Kobert Saur.dern, to the

Alexandria; W. M. Smith, to the 1'rincess Carolina; Charles Roberts;

to the Quebec; Richard Edwards, to be an hospital mate at Mill Prison,

Thomas Wilson, to be an hospital mate at Plymouth Hospital; John

Rainey, to be ditto at Deal; David Lawson, to the Pilchard; A. C.

Hyudman, supernumerary assistant of the Gibraltar ; Alexander C leg-

burn, to the ikl'eropiion ; J. . Anderson, to the Gladiator.

BIRTHS.

Lately, at Montpelicr, near Plymouth Dock, the lady of Captain
P. Pellew, R.N. of a son.

At Whitham, Essex, the lady of Captain Nicholas Tornliuson, R.X. of

a daughter.

MARRIAGES.

Lately, at Stoke Church, Plymouth, Mr. Mason, purser of the royal

navy, to Miss Rundall, of George- street.

In November last, Captain Palmer, of Lewisham, to Miss Jagoe,

daughter of the late Lieutenant Jagoe, of the royal navy, and sister to

Mr. Jagoe, late surgeon of the Vestal.

February 3, at Teigngrace Church, Devon, by the Rev. John Tern-

pier, Captain Dunne, of his Majesty's ship the Armide, to Charlotlt--

Frances, youngest daughter of James Templer, Esq. of Slower- house,
Devon.

At Falmouth, Captain Pocock, of his Majesty's pncket Princes*

Mary, to Elizabeth, third daughter of John Caire, Esq. of Falmoutb.

February G, at Stoke Church, near Plymouth, James Fletcher, Esq.
purser of the Lapwing, to Miss Bluett, of East Stonehouse.

February 12, at St. Giles's, Cripplegate, Lieutenant Thomas Finni-

more, R.N. to Julia-Ann, third daughter of Thomas Willatls, Esq. of
Fore-street, Cripplegale.

February 14, at Kingston Church, Portsmouth, by the Rev. William
Bussell, Lieutenant Davison, II. N. to Margaret-Jane Stevens, daughter
of the late Captain Stevens, R \.

February IS, at St. Andrew's Church, Plymouth, R. Brinson, Esq.
of his Majesty's Victualling-office at Plymouth, to Miss Jane Stormar,
of the same place.
On the same day, at Stoke Church, Plymouth, Lieutenant William

Richardson, R.N. to Miss Field, only daughter of George Field, Esq. of
Castle-Farm, near Plymouth.

February 20, at Plymouth, Mr. P. Johnson navy-agent, to Mi
Dautds, of Bristol.
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The body of Mr. Richardson, midshipman, of the Hussar, who was
drowned going to Spithead, on the 27th of December, has been picked up
on Hurling island, and interred at Portsmouth.
On the 22d of January, at the Royal Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Mr.

"

Richard Rose, gunner of his Majesty's ship Neptune. On opening the

body it appeared that his death had been occasioned by an inflammation of
the heart, on inspecting which, very minutely, a pin, of the common size,
without a head, w;;s discovered in the muscular part, supposed to have been
taken into the stomach with his food.

On the 24th of January, in Penton-square, London, Lieutenant Robert

Tryou, late of the Phipps schooner. He had removed to London, from the

hospital at Deal, for medical advice. His death was occasioned by the
formation of an abscess on the lungs, in consequence of a wound which lie

received after he had most gallantly boarded and carried a French priva-
teer, in the Channel. One of the guns of his own vessel went off while he
was on the enemy's deck, and the shot (a 12-pounder) shattered the blade-
bone of his left shoulder, carrying away the flesh close to the spine, laying
the ribs bare, and occasioning a wound one foot long, by seven inches
broad. He bore the pain with the greatest fortitude, and appeared for

some days rapidly convalescent ; the wound having nearly healed, beyond
the most sanguine hopes of his friends, but he had received some injury in-

ternally, which was the fatal cause of his dissolution. He was an excellent

young man and a valuable officer; of a very handsome figure, and pleasing

deportment. Few young men have passed the first years of their exist-

ence so much esteemed, and so truly beloved by their friends. To the

most manly and agreeable manners, and the utmost frankness, goodness,
and even meekness of disposition, he united the highest degree of personal

valour, and of cool steady bravery. In him may truly he said to have been

cambined; the courage of the lion, with the gentleness of the lamb. Cut
oft' from his friends and country in his 22d year; when he had only just

commenced, his career of glory they have no other consolation but that he
died in the path of duty, and in bravely fighting the battles of his country.

January 25, in Upper -Berkeley-street, Portman-square, after a lingering
illness. Thomas Jamieson, Esq. aged 58, late principal surgeon of the set-

tlement at New South Wales, and father of Dr. John Jamieson one of the

physicians of his Majesty's fleet.

30. Lieutenant (George Box, R.N. f Teignmouth. He left his house,
on foot, about three o'clock in the afternoon, to pay a visit and spend a
few dnys with a friend at Star-cross, a distance of about five miles. It

appears, that on his arrival at Dawlish (about midway), he felt himself nn-

^vell. being subject to occasional fits, from the effects of a coup de soleil

with which he had been afflicted when on service in the West Indies. he
therefore went into a house and sat some time, when thinking himself

sufficiently recovered, he proceeded on his excursion. He was seen after-

wards, in the evening, lying along on the New Road, close by Mr. Wake's

cottage, on Dawlish beach. The person who saw him in this situation,

raised him up, and assisted him up the hill to the Star-cross road
; when

supposing him to *>e somewhat intoxicated, he left him. Mr. Box's family

having received no tidings of him for several days,-became very uneasy, and
instituted a diligent inquiry, for some time, without effect. But, on the

Tuesday following, his neckerchief was left by the tid&on Dawlish beach ;

find on the Thursday, the body was also washed ashore, on the same beach,

very near the above cottage. It is conjectured that he must have been

taken in a
fit, and, in a state of giddiness,

returned to the beach, iatending,
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perhaps, to proceed under the cliffs, and that th tide washed him away.
The body was interred at Kenton church, on Saturday, the 9th of February.
He has left a widow and two infant children to lament his loss.

February 2, in child-birth, at Yampton-place, in Sussex, Mrs. White,

Jady of Captain White, R.N.

February 7th, in attempting to save some of the crew of the Amethyst,
Mr. Marshall, midshipman, was drowned.

8. At Norton, in the county of Durham, in the 71st year of her nge,
Mrs. Gregory, relict of Captain Gregory, and daughter of the late Admiral

Taylor, both of the R.N.

February 9. At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, in the 79th year of

his age, the Rev. Nevil Maskelyne, D,D. F.R.S. Astronomer royal ; which

situation he had holden 46 years.
Same day, at Morden College, Blackheath, Mr. Henry Cowpar, aged 78,

many years an active commander in the Xew York trade.

February 12th, at Walworth, Abraham Cannadine, Esq. late a surgeon in

the royal navy, aged 81 years.
Feb. 19. Suddenly, in an apoplectic fit, Captain William Roberts,

R.N. at his apartments, in Oxford -street.

Suddenly, of a fever, caught in his professional duties, on the 19th of

February, Mr. Thomas Eshelby, surgeon of his Majesty's prison-hospital-

ship, Cuton, at Plymouth (lately of Portsea), leavi-.ig a disconsolate widow

pregnant, and five young children, to deplore the loss of a most excellent

Husband, and exemplary father. He was surgeon of the Sea-horse, at the

attack on Teneriffe, in 1798, and amputated the arm of the late Lord
Nelson.

Mr Newman, foreman of the sail-makers, in his Majesty's dock-yard
Portsmouth.

Latclv, at Verdun, where he had been six years a prisoner of war, Lieut.

E. B. Ccuban, of the royal navy, youngest son of the late John Cooban,
Esq. of Plymouth.

Mrs. Aplin, wife of Admiral Aplin.
Mr. Houlton, purser of the Cadmus, late acting in the Scmiramis, died of

n consumption on 1 o;ird the Gorgon, during the passage to Portsmouth.

Seven invalided soldiers also died on the passage.
In \Vigmorc-street, Charles Htickner, Esq. admiral of the red.

Suddenly, George Counters, Esq. rear- admiral of the white.

Lately, died at Trowel, in Derbyshire, aged 23 year^, Augustus Parkyns,

Esq. lieutenant, UN. nephew to Admiral Sir.!. B. Warren, Bart. K.B.
likewise to the late Sir Thomas Parkyns, of Bunny Park, in the county of

Nottinghamshire, Bait and cousin to Lord RanclifTe.

This young olficer was introduced early into the navy, by Admiral Sir J.

B. Warren, when he evinced by a rigid attention to his duty, a promise of

perfection, which mnturer years fully justified. There is no doubt, had
life been spared, Lieutenant Parkyns would have risen to the highest
honours in his profession.

Lately, Mrs. Colnett, wife of Captain Colnett, of the Hon. East India

Company's ship, Castle Eden.

Lately was killed iu action with two of the enemy's frigates off the Isle of

Bourbon, the gallant Captain Corbett. of H. M. S. the Africainc, in conse-

quence of wounds received in action.

At the late attack on the enemy's convoy at Palamos on the coast of

Catalonia, Mr. Pecliu-j, lieutenant of marines of the Ajax.
At the attack MI the isle of France, in consequence of excessive fatigue.

Cnpiain Yates of the Hon. East India Company's ship City of London.

Lately. Mr. Ehenezer Bedford, assistant-surgeon of the Havock, gun-brig-
Lately, Mr. Andrew Johnttone, surgeon, of the Huwkc.



MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

SIR JOHN LAFOREY, BART.
ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE SQUADRON,

" The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r,
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave.

Await alike the inevitable hour :

The paths of glory lead but to the grave." GRAT.

SIR
JOHN LAFOREY (father of the present Sir Francis

Laforey, Bart, captain R.N.) was the son of Lieutenant-

colonel John Laforey, a descendant of the family of Laforey,
or la Forest, which came over to England with William the

Third ; and of Mary, daughter of Jasper Clayton, Esq. a

lieutenant general in the army.

This officer was born about the year 1729 ; and, having been

educated for the navy, he passed through the regular gradations

of service, and obtained a lieutenant's commission in the year 1749.

He was promoted to the rank of commander on the 24th of May,
1755; and, in 1756, he was appointed to the Hunter sloop of war,

one of the small vessels which, in the following year, were attached

to the fleet sent under the orders of Admiral Holbourn, against

Louisbourg. Continuing in the command of the Hunter, he served

under Admiral Boscawen,* in the third expedition against Louis,

bourg, iu 1758. It was on the 28th of May that the admiral

sailed from Halifax, with a fleet amounting to one hundred and

fifty-seven sail. By the 2d of June, the greater part of the troops

were landed
;

after which, from the tempestuous state of the wea.

ther, the communication between the fleet and the army was cut

off, for several days. The military commander (General Amherst)

as he advanced, drove the enemy from their outposts, and obliged

them to take shelter in the town; against which, by the 25th of

the month, he had erected batteries, and opened upon it with con.

* A portrait and memoir of this officer are given in the VJIIth Volume of

the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 181.

ol. XXV. 2 4
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siderable success. On the 2Sth, the enemy sunk a ship of the

line, a frigate, and two corvettes, across the harbour. On the

21st of July, the Entreprenante, of 74 guns, took fire, and blew

up ; by which accident two other ships were also consumed.

There now remained in the harbour only two ships of the line-

la Prudente, and le Bienfaisant which the admiral determined

cither to take or destroy. For this purpose, on the night of the

25th, he ordered 600 seamen to be sent in the boats of the fleet,

under the command of Captain Laforey, and of Captain Balfour,

who rowed into the harbour and executed this service with the

greatest resolution and bravery, amidst an incessant fire from the

enemy's ships and batteries. Captain Laforey boarded la Pru-

dente; but, finding that she was aground, and also moored with a

strong chain, he set her on fire. Captain Balfour, his associate in

this enterprise, carried the Bienfaisant, and towed her into the

north-east hajbour.-r-The particulars of this very gallant exploit

are thus recorded :

" About noon, by the admiral's order, two boats, a barge, and pinnace or

cutter, from every ship in the fleet, except the Northumberland, an invalid,

manned only * ith their proper crews, and armed with muskets and bayonets,

cutlasses, pistols, and pole-axes, each boat under the direction of a lieute-

nant and mate, or midshipman, rendezvoused at the admiral's ship. From
thence they were detached by two and three at a time, to join those of Sir

Charles Hardy's* squadron off the mouth of the harbour. There they
were in the evening ranged in two divisions, under the command of the two

senior masters and commanders in the fleet, the captains Laforey and Bal-

four.

" In this order they put off from Sir Charles Hardy's squadron about

twelve o'clock, and by the ailvantage of the foggy darkness of the night, and,

the inviolable silence of their people, paddled into the harbour of Louis-

bourg, unperceived either by the island battery, which they were obliged
to conic very near to, or by the two men of war that rode at anchor at no

great distance from them. There was no great probability of their being

perceived from any part of the garrison, not only on account of their great

distance, hut also of the preconcerted brisk diversion made upon it from all

the British batteries about that time. Besidcs
;
the besieged themselves

left nobody an opportunity to hear any noise, for having in the day-time
observed the numerous scaling ladders that were brought into our trenches,

they were under some apprehensions of an escalade intended as this night,

and kept a constant fire with their musketry from the ramparts during the

* For a memoir and portrait of this officer, vide NAVAL
Vol. XIX. page 89.
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*vhole time, with the design, if possible to deter the besiegers from that

attempt, by shewing them how well they were upon their guard in ail the

places it could probably be made.
"

During this seeming security, and prudent precaution on both sides,
the bold stratagem of the boats for surprising the two remaining ships in the

enemy's harbour every moment ripened for execntion. After pushing in.

as far almost as the grand battery, lest the ships should be too soon alarmed

by their oars, they took a sweep from thence towards the part of the har-

bour where the commanding officers, who had before very well reconnoitred

it, knew the ships were, and presently discovered them. Each division of

the boats was no sooner within bight and hail of the noble object of their

attempt, Captain Lnforey's of la Prudente> and Captain Balfour's of le

Bienfaisant, than, after the sentinels on board having hailed them in vain,
and began to fire on them, each of the commanders ordered his boats to

give way alongside the respective ships, and to board them immediately
with all the expedition and good order they could observe.
" The boats' crews, no longer able to contain themselves in silence, gave

loud cheers, after their manner, as they were putting up alongside, and with

the most intrepid activity, armed, some with muskets, bayonets, and cut-

lasses, others with pistols, cutlasses, and pole-axes, followed their brare

leaders, and boarded the ships in an instant, with great spirit, on each bow,

quarter, and gang-way. After very little resistance from the terrified

crews, they soon found themselves in possession of two fine ships of the

enemy, one of seventy-four and one of sixty. four guns, with the loss of very
few of the seamen, and but one mate.

" The besieged were now sufficiently alarmed on all sides. The noise

t)f the seamen in boarding, and their huzzas, leaving no room to doubt that

it waa from English seamen, added to which the direction of the confused

sound of voices and firing afterwards, soon led them to suspect the real

fact, an attempt upon their ships. The heroic successful adventurers were

employed in securing their prisoners in the ships' holds, and concerting the

most effectual methods for securing their prizes out of the reach of the

enraged enemy, when both the ships and boats received a most furious dis-

charge of cannon, mortars, and muskets, from all parts whence it could be

directed to them from the island battery, at no great distance, from the

battery on Point Maurepas, a little farther off, and from all the guus of the

garrison that could be brought to bear on that part of the harbour.

" After endeavouring in vain to tow off la Prudente, they found she was

-eround, with several feet water in her hold. There now remained

nothing in their power but to prevent her being recovered by the enemy,

Jjy setting her on fire. They did this with all possible expedition, leaving

alongside her a large schooner and her own boats, that her people might

escape in to the shore, which was at no great distance from her. On board

this ship they found a deserter from our camp, who was killed in the little

bustle made at our people's taking possession of her, and by that means

rescued from the ignominious execution of military justice.
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" The boats from la Prudente now joined the others which had attacked

le Bienfaisant, and helped to tow her off triumphantly in the midst ot a

formidable fire from the mortified enemy, which they did with great speed,

by the assistance of a little breeze, and what ragged sails, yards, and

rigoing she had left of any service, after the constant tire she had so long

received from our batteries. When they had got her out of the distance

ai.d direction of the enemy's guns, they secured her till the next day by a

hawser, in the north-east harbour, and enjoyed on board her the lint

happy moments leisure of securely congratulating each other on their suc-

cess, and safety, in this hazardous enterprise.
" The capture of these two ships by our fleet's boats on this memorable

occasion, as it must be a lasting indelible honour to the vigilance aad

activity of those who projected, and to the bravery, as well as conduct of

those who executed the bold design, will also be a new, and perhaps a

reasonable conviction to the whole world, that however arduous, however

apparently impracticable, any purposed naval attempt may he, the English

seamen are not to be deterred from it by any prospect of difficulty or dan-

jer, but will exert themselves, as far as men can do, and at least deserve

sHccess, when led on to it by such as are worthy to command them."

Captain Laforey's very spirited conduct, on this occasion, was

justly rewarded by Admiral Boscawen, who immediately pro.

noted him to post rank,* and gave him the command of the Echo

frigate, which had been taken from the enemy a short time before.

He continued in the Echo, employed on the West India station,

iill the beginning of the year 17G2, when he returned to England,

and, we belieTe, had no farther command (ill 1770. He was then

appointed to the Pallas, a large frigate, of 36 guns, in which ho

remained about a twelvemonth. In 1776,+ on the expectation of

a rupture with France, he was appointed to the Ocean, of SO

guns, one of the ships which were at that time put into com.

mission.

During the whole of the time that the Ocean was commanded

by Captain Laforey, she was attached to the Channel fleet; and,
in the memorable encounter, off Brest, on the 27th of July, 1778,

+

she was stationed as one of the seconds to Sir Hugh Palliser, who

*
By commission bearing date July 26; the day succeeding the encoun-

fer. Captain BaJfour (who died a buperamiuattd rear-admiral) was mad*
post at the same time.

t July 28.

A circumstantial account of thi^ action is given in our memoir of the

fate Admiral Lord Keppel, NAVAL Cir.uMti., Vol. VII. page 29C.
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commanded the rear division, and, though very warmly engaged,
she had only two men killed, and 18 wounded. On the ensuing
trials of the Admirals Keppcl and Palliser, Captain Laforey was

examined as a witness
;
and having been, for many years, a warni

friend of the former officer, he was amongst those in whom the

bias of affection, operating to perfect conviction*, produced th

most animated testimony in his favour.*

.
In 1779, soon after the termination of Sir Hugh Palliser's

trial,

Captain Laforey was appointed resident naval commissioner, at

Antigua. This appointment resulted from the conviction, on the

part of government, that it was indispensably necessary to the

service, that a naval officer of rank should constantly reside in the

West Indies, for the purpose of superintending, conducting, and

accelerating the refitment of such ships as might receive damages,

of a nature to be repaired without their returning to Europe.

On the death of Captain P. II. Ourry,+ the naval commissioner at

* An account of the trial of Lord Keppel, will) all the principal official

documents relative thereto, annexed, will be found in our Vlltli Volume,,

page 389, et seq.

f Piiul Henry Ourry was a native either of Guernsey or Jersey. He was

made lieutenant in the Elizabeth, in 1742; and afterwards served under

Captain Edgcumbe,* in the Kcnnington, Salisbury, Momnouth, and

Deptford. In May, 1756, having previously fteen promoted to the rank

of commander, be served as a volunteer on board the Lancaster, with

Captain Edgcumbe, in the encounter with the French fleet, off Mahon.

lie was one of the witnesses on the trial of Admiral Byng. On the 3d of

February, 1757, be was appointed captain of the Success, of 22 guns, in

n-lfich he accompanied Admiral Holbourne on his unsuccessful expedition,

against Louisbourg. In 1760, be commanded the Actaeon frignte, as a

cruiser in the Channel, where be performed much service, and distinguished

himself on various occasions. lie was afterwards ordered to the West

Indies, where he continued till nearly the close of the war. Soon after

peace had taken place, be was appointed to the Hero, of 74 guns, one of

the guard-ships at Plymouth, a command which he held for the usual

period. In 1764, be was elected M.P. for the borough of Plympton ;

and, from 1769 to 1772, he commanded the Fame, of 74 guns. On the

7 tb of February, 1775, be was appointed commissioner of the navy, at

Plymouth ; and, at the ensuing general election, be was rechosen M.P. for

Plympton, but vacated his seat almost immediately afterwards. He re-

tained bis appointment, as naval commissioner, till the period of his death,

as above stated.

* The late A<linir;il Earl of Mount Edgcumbe ; a memoir and portrait of whom
are given in the XXIId Volume of the NA VAT. CHRONICLE, page 177.
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Plymouth, in February, 1783, Captain Laforoy was appointed to

succeed him. " He retained this station till the year 1789, but

during the two last years not very passively, for a promotion of

flag-officers having taken place in September, 1787, extending far

below him on the list of captains, he grew extremely uneasy at

what he deemed a neglect in being thus passed over. The Admi-

ralty Board in vain quoted precedents, justifying their conduct, in

withholding the flag from Mr. Laforcy, as they asserted he was

considered totally in a civil capacity, and withdrawn from the line

of preferment and active service. Counter proofs, however, of a

dissimilar procedure having been very forcibly urged by this gen-

tleman and his friends, the then first Lord of the Admiralty was,

as it is reported, very reluctantly, compelled to yield to the excited

clamour, a clamour which was productive of a regulation, with

respect to flag officers, both in this and other instances, which may
be said to have totally prevented ail state management in future :

as xvell as hindered all innpcent political opinions, all private

attachments and connexions, however hostile they may be meanly
deemed to the interests of men in power, from ever again in-

terfering with that just, and regular promotion, which officers

have to look up to as the certain reward of along, and meritorious

service. Air. Laforey was promoted, on the 10th of November,

1789, to be rear-adiniral of the red, having, by the special order

of his Majesty in council, taken rank according to his seniority on

the list of captains, as though he had been promoted to be a flag-

officer, two years before, in his regular turn."*

On the 3d of November, 178 seven days prior to his promo-
tion to a flag he was advanced to the dignity of a Buronet of

Great Britain ; and, immediately afterwards, he hoisted his flag

on board the Trusty, of 50 guns, and proceeded to the Leeward

islands, as comtnancler-in-chief on that station. It was not, how-

ever, till aCter (he commencement of hostilities with France, that

any thing occurred, within the limits of his command, deserving

of notice.

In the spring of 1793, an attack was projected, and immedi-

ately carried into execution, against the island of Tobago ; a set-

* Vide CuARKOtVs Biographic A
r

aw//w, Vol. VI. page 323.
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ttement which had been ceded to the King of France, at Ihc pre-

ceding peace. The expedition sailed from Barbadoes on the 12th

of April ; and, on the 15th, the French commandant having re-

fused to surrender, the principal fort of the island was formed

and carried by the land forces, with the slight loss of three men

killed, and twenty-five wounded. The whole island consequently
surrendered.

The usual period allotted for a command on the West India

station having expired, Sir John Laforey was succeeded by Rear-

admiral G.irdner,* who arrived a few days after the surrender of

Tobago.

Sir John, in consequence, sailed from Antigua, in the Trusty,

on the 23d of June ; and reached England, after a month's

favourable passage. During his absence he had been promoted

on the 1st of February, 1793 to the rank of vice-admiral of the

white squadron. On the 12th of April, in the following year, he

was made vice-admiral of the red; and, on the 1st of June, 1795,

he was promoted to be admiral of the blue.

In the last mentioned year, Sir John was rcappointcd to the

chief command on the Leeward Island station, whither he pro-

ceeded, as a passenger, on board the Aimable frigate, commanded

by his son (the present Baronet) Captain Francis Laforey. He
sailed on the 9th of May, and reached Antigua after a very speedy

3nd prosperous passage. The West India seas at this time

swarmed with French privateers, which greatly annoyed the trade,

and captured many merchant vessels; and the islands of St. Vin-

cent, Grenada, and Dominica, were in a dreadful state of insur-

rection. The Charibs and negroes, encouraged by the French

Republicans from Guadaloupc, committed the most horrid acts of

cruelty on the defenceless inhabitants; putting to death men,

women, and children, and burning the plantations. However,

by the steady and determined bravery of a few British troops,

assisted by the loyal inhabitants, the insurgents were completely

defeated, with great slaughter, in several attacks. +

* For the memoir and portrait of the late Admiral Lord Gardner, vide

NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VIII. page 177. A memoir and portrait of die

present Lord Gardner will be found in the XXIst Volume, page $57.

i The ctficers of the navy, who co-operated with the army, in the several
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On the loth of April, in the ensuing year (1796) Sir John

detached Ihc following little squadron, under the command of Cap.

tain Parr, to take possession of the Dutch settlements of Demerara.

Jsiquibo, and Cerbice :

Shipt. Guns. Commanders.

Mnlabar 54 Captain T. Parr.
*

Scipio (34 F. Laforey.

La I'iquc 38 1.). Milne.

Undaunted 32 II. Roberts.

Le Bal'et 24 . W. G. Lobb.

(Grenada (transport)

rive schooners and sloops.

Twelve thousand troops were embarked onboard this squadron,

under the command of Major-general Whyte. They arrived oft

Dcmerara on the 21st of April ;
on the evening of which, the

Pique and Babet frigates, with the Grenada transport, and small

vessels, passed the bar, and came to an anchor at the entrance of

the river, within random shot of the fort. The night was employed

in making the necessary arrangements for landing the troops ;

and, at day-light, on the following morning, a flag of truce was

sent to the governor, to demand the surrender of the colony and

its dependencies to his Britannic Majesty, on certain terms pro-

posed by General Whytc and Captain Parr ; which were immedi-

ately accepted, and his Majesty's troops put in possession of ihe

place. In the harbour were taken, the Thetis, Dutch frigate, o

24 guns ; the Sea Gull, cutter, of 12 guns ; and several merchant

Tessels, richly laden. Having left asuflicient number of troops for

the defence of Demerara, General \Vhyte and Captain Parr pro,

cecded to Bcrbire, which also surrendered on the 2d of May.
On the 21st of April the day that Dcaierara surrendered

Jlcar-aduiiral Sir Hugh Clobcrry Christian, K.B.t arrived in

attacks on the respective islands, and who arc particularly spoken of, by
General Sir John Yairjinn, in his public despatches, for the zeal and

activity which they at all times manifested, wore Captains, Rogers, of the

Quebec ; Charles .S:iw\er, of the Blanche ; \Vatkins, of the Resource j

.'. Carpenter, of the Alarm
; Barrat, of the Experiment; Skin-

nier, of the Zebra; and Herbert Browell, agent of transports.

Joined off Demerara.

t For a portrait and memoir of this officer, iidc NAVAL CHROMCM,
Vol. XXI. page 177.



THE LATE SIR JOHN I.AFOHEY BART.

Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, and joined Sir John Laforey, with a

squadron of ships of war and transports, from England. The

next day, Sir John sailed with the fleet of ships of war and trans-

ports, and, on the 23(1, anchored in Marine Bay, Martinique.

lie then resigned the command to Admiral Christian, and sailed

for England ia the Majestic. Unfortunately, he fell a victim to

the yellow fever, on the 14th of June, two days before the ship

made the land ! His remains were publicly interred at Ports.

mouth, on the 21st of the same month ; Sir Peter Parker,* the

port admiral, having issued the following Order, on the 19th :

"
Royal William, at Spithead, June 19.

" MEM. It being my intention to pay the deceased, Admiral Sir John

Laforey, Bart, every military honour due to an officer of his higli rank, at

his funeral on Tuesday next, the 21st instant, the flag officers and captains

of the fleet are to assemble on board the Majestic at ten o'clock in

the morning of that day, and to attend the procession in the following

order; viz.

" A twelve oared cutter with the marine band.

"
Barge wit!) three (" ") Barge with three

captains, 1 CorPse in a bar e
'

5- captains,

pall-bearers. (.

the crew dressed,
j paU

.be!lpers.

" Admiral Sir Peter Parker, Bart, chief mourner.

" Rear-ad.niral Sir PtOger Curtis, Bart.

" Vice-admiral Colpoys.
" Rear-admiral Bligh.

w The 8th captain in seniority. The 7th captain in seniority*

" 10th ditto. 9th ditto.

" l?th ditto. llth ditto.

" The remainder of the post-captains according to seniority, two and two.

" Commanders in like order.

" The flags and pendants in the different boats to be hoisted only half staff.

" As soon as the procession begins from the Majestic, the flag-ships, nnd

all his Majesty's ships and vessels, at Spithead and in Portsmouth harbour,

are to strike their flags and colours half-mast, following the example of the

.Royal William in striking the same and hoisting them again. The Majestic

to fire minute guns, when the boats are at. a proper distance, and continue

doing so until the Itoyul William hoists her flag to the mast-head. The

_ ____ _ i _
-
t ____ . .j ...HI ii j 11 ii f r

* A memoir and portrait of the late Sir Peter Parker, B,art. will

hi the Xllth Volume of the NAVAL CHBOKWJ.E, page 169.

fiat* tf&wn. ! XXV. 2 a
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Majestic only to keep her flag and colours half-masted till sun-set. Tl

ships near which the procession passes are to man the slirouds, the crew

with their hats off, and turn out a guard presenting their arms, but not to

beat the drum or cheer, and the boats which row are to land in regular

succession at the Sally port. The procession to move thence in the follow-

ing order ; viz.

" A guard of marines, with arms reversed.

" Marine and militia bands of music.

"
Chaplains of the fleet two and two.

"
Captain Westcott, of the Majestic.

" Officers of tliat ship, two and two.

" Late admiral's surgeon. Physician of the fleet.

tt Mr. Maxwell, secretary to the Mr. Dick, secretary to the

couamander-in-chief. lute admiral.

"
Chaplain of the garrison.

" The Corpse, carried by twelve bargemen.

Pall Bearers. Pull Bearers.

*
Captain Whitshed. Captain Thomas.

" Sir C. Cotton, Bart. Captain Dodd.
"

Captain Hamilton. Captain Nugent.
" Admiral Sir Peter Parker, Bart, chief mourner.

Right Hon. Gen. Sir W. A. Pitt, K.B.
" Vice-admiral Colpoys,

" Rear-admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Barl.

"
Major-general Wemyss.

"
Post-captains according to seniority, two and two.

" Commanders in like order.

" Lieutenants of the fleet the same.

" As many lieutenants as can be spared from the duty of each ship, and

all the chaplains of the fleet, to assemble at the Fountain-inn, in time to

join the procession, when the body is landed at the Sally port. The com-

mission officers to wear their uniforms, with crape round their arms. The
admirals and captains in the new frock uniforms. It is expected that a pro-

found silence be observed, and that every person strictly attends to prece-
dence agreeable to the above arrangement.

u PETER PARKER,
" Admiral and comniander-in-chief, &c."

To this account we have only to add the following remark*

-from CHARNOCK'S Biographia Navalis, Vol. VI. page 325 :

' - " This gentleman is a strong instance how possible it is for an officer to

outlive the popularity he had once attained. Previous to Sir John's

second departure for the West Indies, few ineu stoud higher in the public-
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pinion, an opinion entertained even by those who were in no degree con-

nected vvith the service. But some unfortunate events, which took place

during the time he held his last command, which events were possibly not

removeable by any greater exertions than were actually made by the

admiral, caused as general a clamour among the inhabitants of the West

Indies, as, perhaps, ever was excited on any preceding occasion. A French

banditti, aided by a number of progressively fortunate circumstances, all

contributing to strengthen and support their consequence, had sometime

before he returned to the West Indies, as it were miraculously, rendered

themselves masters of the island of Guadaloupe. Their privateers and
armed vessels, which were numerous almost beyond credibility, daily
sallied out from the ports of the island, and scarcely ever returned suc-

cessless, that is to say, without making prize of a British vessel, or one un-

der neutral colours, laden with provisions or merchandise for the service,

and support of some English colony : the gentlemen who had captured
them having too enlarged ideas of the laws of war, to respect the rights

even of neutral nations, when they interfered with their immediate advan-

tage, either in point of profit, or any other way. Hence, from the almost

innumerable quantity of hostile cruisers, swarming like bees over the sur-

face of the ocean, a considerable number of vessels, many of them of con-

siderable value, were made prizes of, and the British colonies were, at

times, reduced almost to distress. The force under Sir John's orders,

though highly formidable in point of real force, was extremely ill calculated

to counteract the depredations of this flotilla, which, from the size and

fleetness of the vessels which composed it, could so easily elude his utmost

vigilance. This, no doubt, he was himself sensible of, and might probably,

therefore, not keep his cruisers so much at sea as the losers expected and

insisted he ought to have done. Men smarting under vexations are, not

uncommonly, too virulent in their complaints and censure, while that

virulence only serves to create, in the person abused, a resolution to act

closely up to what his duty requires of him, and to do nothing farther.

It were impossible to decide on this dispute without impartially stating and

considering the evidence on both sides; evidence, taken collectively, that

perhaps is not in the possession of any single person. We shall content

ourselves, therefore, with saying, that this gentleman, who, previous to his

last appointment, had universally and deservedly acquired so high a reputa?

tion, was certainly extremely unfortunate in having, at the verj close of life,

put it to hazard, in cases where his own persqnal exertions were almost

totally unnecessary, and in a country where, of all others, he was mast

caressed. Till this period he held no inconsiderable share of influence

among the people of the colonies, as well on account of his former long

residence among them, as the valuable possessions he held in the island of

Antigua, in right ofhis lady."

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

John T.nforcy, Esq. a lieutenant- colonel in the army, and governor ou

Pendcnuis Castle, descended of a family of that name iu Poictou, and was
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brother to the Marquis de la Forest, who came over to England with

Wiliium the Third. He died in the year 1753, leaving by his wife, Mary

(daughter nnd hc.rcss of Lieutenant- general Jasper Clayfon, who died

about 1741) four sons: Jasper, who died, unmarried, in America, in 1754;

John, thp subject of the preceding memoir ; Francis, an officer in the army,
ditd unman ied, in the trenches at the sie^e of Pondichrrry, in 174U; and

Loftus, a lieutenant in the royal navy, died unmarried, ai Portsmouth, iti

John, the second son, whose professional services are here recorded,

married, at Antigua, Eilinor, the onlv surviving daughter of Francis Farley,

!Esq. colonel of the corps of artillery, a member of the council, and one of

the judges of the island. By this lady he had issue, Francis, an only

son and heir (the present Baronet, a post captain in the navy*) born at

Virginia, ontheSlbt of December, 1767; Juliana, born in London, in

March, 1764, and married, in 1785, James Pye Molloy, Esq. a captain in

the royal navy; and Eilinor, born at Bath, in 1770.

Anns. Quarterly : Island 4th, argent, on a cheveron, azure, thred

mullets, or, iu chief, two fleurs-de-lis, azure in base, an anchor, sable ;

2d and 3d, argent, a cross engrailed, sable, in each quarter a torteaus.

CREST. A lion rampant regardant, in his right paw a firebrand, all

proper.

MOTTO. Lf>ycl au mart.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

NANTES IN GUKC1TE VASTO.

CELEBRATION OF HIS MAJEbTv'b BIK1U-DAY, AT BOMBAY, IX 1810.

Bombay, June 6.

OX Monday last, being the 4th of June, the Governor ga\c a splcudid
ball and supper at Parell, to the ladies and gentlemen of this settle-

ment; surpassing even the many former elegant entertainments which we
have had the pleasure of witnessing at the same mansion. The arrange-
ments for this fete were conducted with a degree of liberality and magni-
ficence worthy of the occasion for which the party assembled, to celebrate

not only the birth-day of our beloved Sovereign, but the fiftieth year of his

eventful reign.

The avenue leading to Parell was illuminated a considerable distance

* This gfplk-tnan obtained post rank on tlieSih of June, 1793. We have not

spfci;:cil any of his services
; conceiving that, at a future j'criod, they uwy, of

k;u> tbtsu'j'.-ci of an inter;.
s>t.;ig memoir.
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from the house, which appeared a solid blaze of light. The area before
the entrance was brilliantly ornamented whb lights, suspended in a fanciful
and elegai.t manner alnonj: the branches of the trees, and on arches and
festoons. Over the principal entrance was a transparency representing a
medallion encircled by a wreath of laurel, and surmounted by a crown,
with the rays of the s;m reflected from the back ground. On the centre
was the following inscription .

GEORGIUS TERTIUS REX, ANJCO 50. RECXI.

,And underneath was the following beautiful and highly appropriate motto
from the Scriptures :

" The hoary head is a crown of glory, when it is found in the path of

rigiiteousi; _---."

The large hall on the ground floor was also decorated with transparen-
cies ; tlie floor, together with the grand staircase, being painted so as to

resemble marble.

Over the door at the western end, was a transparency of the King's
arms, -with the following memorable words, from the first speech which he
addressed to his Parliament, after ascending the throne

" Born and bred a Briton, 1 glory in the name.'*

On the rijiht was seen the plume of feathers of the Prince of Wales, with

tlte letters G. P. while the Royal Arms were supported on the left by the

transparencies representing Magna Charta, resting on the Lion and the

Unicorn in a recumbent posture, with the Rose, the Thistle, and the

Sharnrog in the fore ground ; whilst the national flags, with the masts of a

ship, and the other emblems, completed the rear.

At the opposite extremity of the hall over the great door, leading lo the

gardens, was another transparency on a very extensive scale, presenting a

view of the Constitution of Great Britain on several medallions.

On the upper part immediately over the medallion, on which was enra-

vc:i
''

EXGLAXD," sat BRITANNIA ; the rays of the sun were connected oa
the right with the PARLIAMENT, over which stood LEGISLATURE resting oa

a rock
;
the Parliament was again subdivided into the LORDS and COM-

MONS, with their appropriate emblems. The JUDICIAL with the JUDGLS

aud JURIES were connected by the same means with the left, with a figure

(if JUSTICE supporting with her right baud the sword, and the balance with

the left. In the centre, between these two divisions, was seen a star, ic-

preseating the Executive part of the Constitution, with the " KIKG" en-

griiveu in large letters or' gold, and encircled by the garter, with the motto
" Hani soit qui maly pcnae

" below this was the CHURCU surmounted by
tiie Cross and the Commandments, and again subdivided into theSpiiu-

TL.-.L L<;i:us and the CLERGY, with the Mitre over the former, and th

B;,uk of Common Prayer and the Chalice over the latter. On the lower

part of this beautiful representation, was seen St. George on horseback cou-

ttii'iing with the l)ru.:-.., . :.. . above Lritafti.ia were engraven lue Ibliow-

iuj line.-
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THE LAWS, THE RIGHTS,

The generous plan of power, delivered down,

From age to age by your renowned forefathers,

So dearly bought, the price of so much blood,

O let it never perish in your hands
;

But piously transmit it to your children.

Do thou, great LIBERTY, inspire our souls,

And make our lives in thy possession happy,

Or our deaths glorious in thy just defence.

The upper liall was likewise decorated with transparencies in the several

windows, having inscribed on them some of the most important events of

the present reign. At the eastern extremity was a portrait of Mis MAJFSTY,

with a full-length painting of Hritannia, recording, under the directions of

>'ame, the naval heroes of the Nile; over which we observed on a rich dra-

pery the beautiful designation bestowed on her by our immortal national

poet " The Green haired Heroine of the West."

With the following motto, in allusion to the taunts of our enemies :

Dives opiun Studiisque asperrima belli.

On the window on the right hand of Britannia appeared

ELLIOTT GIBBALTAR.

With the following line, selected not so much for its beauty, as from the

circumstance of its having been placed on the medal presented by the

celebrated FREDERICK the GREAT to General ELLIOTT, on the termination

ef the memorable defence of that fortress.

Celebris injiammis, Celebris Gibral'ar in vndis.

The following inscriptions appeared in the several other windows :
-

RODNEY 12 April, 1782.

HOWE 1 June, 1794.

Maturatefugam, Rrgiqutr. htrcdicite vfstrn ;

Noti illi imperium I'clagi, Stivumque tridentem

Sed'mihi srrte d&tum.

DUNCAN 11 October, 1797.

ST. VINCENT 14 February, 1793.

Britannia needs no bulwarks.

No towers along the steep,
Her march is on the mountain waves,

Her home is on the 'deep.

KELSON 1 August, 1798, 2 April, 1801. 21 October, 1805.

Blood of the Brave, thou art not lost

Amid the ivasfe of waters blue
;

The witves tha.t roll or? Albion's co.nt

Shall proudly boast their sanguine hue;
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Thy blood shall be the vernal devr

To foster Valour's daring sed.

The generous plant shall still its stock renew,

And hosts of Heroes rise when one shall bleed.

UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 1st January, 1800.

Paribitf se legibus amba

InvictcE gentes teterna infxdera mittunt.

WitBERFORCE Abolition of (he African Slave Trade, 1 January, 1808.

The blessings of those who were ready to perish came upon him.

ABERCROMBY ALEXANDRIA.

The Father of the fight

Who snatched on Alexandria's sand

The conqu'rors wreath with daring hand.

SIDNEY SMITH ACRE.

Or of the red-cross hero teach,

Dauntless in dungeon, as on breach }

Alike to him the sea, the shore,

The brand, the bridle, or the oar.

MOORE COHUNNA.

Fallen to save an injured land

Imperial honour's awful hand

Shall point his lonely bed ;

The warlike dead of every age,

Who fill the fair recording page.

Shall leave their sainted rest,

And half-reclining on his spear,

Each wondering chief by turn* appear

To hail the Hero guest.

Old Edward's sons unknown to yield.

Shall crowd from Cressy's laurell'd field,

And gaze with fixed delight,

Again for Britain's wrongs they feel,

Again they snatch the gleamy steel

A:id wish th' avenging tight.

HARDINGE 8 March, 1808.

'Tis notth' eaibattled host,

Nor fleets that line a coast,

That claim alone the meed,

Of valour's sacred deed,

Nor whether Admiral or Captain bleed.

No, 'tis the Hero's soul,

Which gives the high controuJ,

This Sives a falling state.

This signs a Tyrant's fate.

This flamed in Hardinge's eye,
At battle's chearful cry,

And bads him like the mighty Nelson die.
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WEI,LESLEY VlMEIRA TALAVEBA.

Victor ab aurora: populis,

Duo rapid raanu diverso ex Iwstc trophaca,

Bisque triumphatas utroque ab ititore gent(S.

STUART- MAIDA.

On you noblest English,

Whose blood is fetched from fathers of war-proof.

The above inscriptions are derived from sources too generally known to

require specification,
unless we except those which relate to the two naval

heroes, NELSON and HARDINGE, who fell alike in the hour of victory. The

beautiful lines on the former are by Doctor Leyden, of Calcutta, and the

no less beautiful verses on the latter, are from a poem written at Parell

House in March, 1803, by a tody who has recently returned to Europe,

who long filled the first rank in the colony ;
but who was much more dis-

tinguished by her genius and virtues than by the highest rank which any

community could bestow. It is only for strangers that it is necessary to

add the name of Lady Mackintosh.

The hall was opened about ten o'clock, and the dancing continued with

great spirit, considering the extreme heat of the weather, until about one,

when the party retired to an elegant supper, after which the following toasts

were given :

The King, and may he continue to wear the Crown for many years.

The Queen and Royal Family.

The Honourable United East India Company, &c. &c.

The party afterwards proceeded to the extensive gardens, which were

illuminated in a very grand and magnificent manner, having a triumphal

arch between the fountains, and the great terrace which runs parallel with

the water.

From the terrace the company were gratified with a display of fire-

works, which illuminated the whole of that beautiful picturesque scenery,
which extends from the gardens by a successive range of hills, interspersed

with wood and water, until it terminates with the high land on which the

flag- staff is erected.

On this occasion, the flag-staff was decorated with the colours of various

nations, which produced a magnificent effect, when appearing through the

extreme darkness of the night, by the assistance of a strong light which

suddenly rose behind the hill.

The company afterwards returned to the ball-room, when the dancing

recommenced, and continued until a late hour in the morning.

We must not omit to mention, that many of the ladies, unwilling to shew

any want of loyalty on so memorable an occasion, wore bandeaus with the

following motto

u G. R, 50, God prolong Ilis Majesty'* reign."
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The weather fortunately proved very favourable for this Jubilee enter-

tainment, but the preceding very threatening appearance of the weather,
which terminated in the violent storm on Sunday night, prevented the ac-

complishment of all the plans which had been designed, particularly the

erection of a transparent obelisk on a very grand scale, on the situation

where, on a former occasion, we observed a magnificent pillar erected to

WELLESLEY, FEUGUSOX, and the Spanish Heroes, among whom PALAFOX
then held a conspicuous rank. (Bombay Courier, June 9.)

FRENCH REPORT OF NAVAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE ADRIATIC.

THE Moniteur of November 9, 1810, contains the following official state-

ment; on the subject of which, no additional light, we believe, has been

thrown in this country :

"
Paris, November 9.

"
Dubourdieu, Capitaine de Vaisseau, commanding the naval force in

the Adriatic, to his Imperial Highness Prince Eugene, Vice-roy of Italy:

"
MONSEIGNEUR,

"
Ancona, October 26, 1810.

" In conformity to the orders of your Highness, dated the 17th instant,

I sailed from this port with a naval division, consisting of the French fri-

gates the Favorite and the Uranie, commanded by M. M. De la Meillerie

and Maxgalle, the Italian frigate la Corona, the corvettes la Bellona and

Carolina, and the brigs Mercury and Jena, also Italian, commanded by
M. M. Paschaligo, Duodo, Rodriguez, Palicuccia, and Baratovich, having
on board a battalion of the 3d Italian regiment of the line, and Colonel

GijHingue, aide-de camp of your Highness, destined to command the

troops when disembarked.
" On the 20th, at seven in the morning, the squadron sailing in two divi-

sions, I encountered a brig from the eastward, which I discovered to be a

ship of war
;
the wind was westerly, almost a calm : I chased il the whole

day, and it owed its safety only to the calm, and to its sweeps. In the

jnight I changed my course.

" On the 21st, when off the Isle of Lissa, I met a second brig, to which

I gave chase, so as to cut off her communication with the land, that, she

might not give the alarm. In the night I sent a boat to windward of the

island, which took a fisherman, who told me that the English frigates, three

in number, vyere on a cruise, and that there were in the port 12 privateers,

and more than 60 prize vessels, under the care of an English officer and a

midshipman, with about 200 men out of the prizes.
" On the 22d, I was off the port of St. George in the Isle of Lissa, which

I entered with the frigates la Favorite and la Corona, and the corvette la

Bellona. I left the rest of my squadron under sail, cruising at the mouth

pf the harbour.

"
I hoisted the English flag, the enemy's vessels did the same, and a

privateer, which was under sail, entered at the same time with my division.

, ttel. XXV, 2
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*' Upon the information that there were no ships of war, I nHerfri th

troops to land, under the command of M. M. GifHinger and la Bedavere ;

J gave to fhe captain of the frigate, Lameillerie, the charge of conducting
the disembarkation, with my instructions and orders to destroy, burn, and

sink all the vessels, except such as could be fitted out and put to sea with-

out delay.

*'At a quarter past 12, I anchored; at the same instant the troops

landed, and the flag of his Majesty replaced the English flag. We brought

off 30 vessels, 10 of which are fine privateers, carry ing 100 guns ; leaving

the rest of the vessels a prey to the flames. The troops took possession

of the isle, where they met with no resistance. The English garrison has

been made prisoners.
" The object of his Majesty being fulfilled, I did not think it my duty to

weaken the crews of my squadron, by bringing oft* the 10 privateers and

several vessels, though those destroyed were valued by the enemy at more

than 20 millions.

"
Monseigneur, the result of this expedition is C2 vessels burnt, of which

43 were loaded ; 10 privateers, having in all 100 pieces of cannon, and a

quantity of arms of every kind, manned, sent for Lesina, and conducted

lie re
;
10 vessels restored to the subjects of his Majesty j Illyran, Italian,

and Neapolitan vessels, li; 100 prisoners, and ^5 French delivered, of

vhoru five are canuoniers.

" The English squadron, consisting of three frigates, one corvette, and

two brigs, has avoided measuring their strength with u*. I can assure your

Highness that officers and crews were in the best disposition, and very de-

pirous of fighting.
"

I shall have the honour of communicating to your Highness the names

of the officers who have the best title to the favour of his Mujesty.
"

I have the honour fo be,&c.
' DUBOURD1EU."

CAPTURE OF BAKDA.

THE subjoined letters, which reached England some time prior to the

arrival of the official despatches, relating to the capture of the isle of Ban-

da, noticed at page 153, are ivprthy of preservation :

"
Having met a merchant ship on her way to England, I avail myself of

the opportunity of sending you the earliest account of the capture of lianda ;

and as the public despatches cannot reach England for some time after

this, I take the liberty of giving you a detailed account of the attack.

" The Caroline, Piedtaaotaue, and Baracouta, arrived off liauda on

the 8th August, and hove to at a considerable distance from the land, to

avoid being seen (a hope which was frustrated by some fishiiig-boats). At
ten at night, being about four miles from the harbour, the boats were

hoisted out, and assembled alongside the Caroline, containing 390 men.

At twelve
;

the bcaLi shoved otV, under the command of Captain Cole, the

being then, tolerably fine : it boon, however, becuiiie dark and



COMMERCIAL HIXTS, UECOLLEftTIONS, &C. 195

squally, Attended with a boisterous sea, which occasioned the separation of
the boats

; and on arriving at the appointed rendezvous, Captain Cola
found the original force diminished to 180 men. After remaining until

three o'clock, in hopes of" being joined by the missing boats, it became!

necessary to push on for Banda Neira, still three miles off; or return to our

ships mortified and disappointed. Captain Cole fortunately determined to

go on
; and on approaching the shore, we found, by several alarm guns

being fired, that the enemy were expecting us. The badness of the wea-

ther, which had before acted against us, now became our protection, for

the boats grounded undiscovered, in a heavy squall of wind and rain, within

100 yards of a battery of ten 24 pounders, which was stormed in the rear;
the sentinel was killed by a pike, and 60 men were disarmed without firing

a pistol. After leaving a guard in the battery, the storming party, headed

by Captain Kench, and the reserve by Captain Cole, proceeded to Fort

Belgica, by a narrow path on the skirts of the town. The bugle was then

sounding the alarm of our landing. The enemy in Belgica reserved their

fire until we got close to the walls. The scaling-ladders were then placed
between the guns, and mounted with a rapidity exceeding all belief, not-

withstanding a very sharp fire from the citadel and the surrounding bushes,
both very ill-directed. After gaining possession of the lower works, tha

ladders were hauled up and placed against the inner wall : the interval

occasioned by this seemed to give the enemy fresh courage ;
but when they

saw the ladders firmly fixed, they seemed panic- struck, and fled in all

directions, leaving the colonel-commandant and ten men killed, and two

captains and thirty men prisoners.
" The guns near which the ladders were placed fortunately burnt priming*

owing to the heavy rains, and thus we found ourselves in possession of this

strong citadel, without the loss of a single man, just in time for the sun to

rise on the British flag, and to shew us our commanding situation, having
Fort Nassau and the town immediately under our guns. A flag of truce

was despatched to the Governor, offering protection to private property on

the surrender of the island, which was refused ; however, a shot from

Belgica, and a threat of storming the town and forts, produced an imme-

diate and unconditional surrender, and 700 disciplined troops, and 300

militia, grounded their arms to us. Captain Cole's feelings at this moment

must have been, in unison with his followers, proudly grateful. The enemy
had notice of the squadron's approach at six o'clock in the afternoon, and

despatched a great part of their force to the place where Admiral Rainier

landed; an event which Captain Cole had foreseen.

" The enemy taking advantage of the flag of truce which we had flying

in Belgica, opened a fire on the shipping just entering the harbour, but a

few shot from that commanding fort drove them from their guns. Fortu-

nately the nature of the attack required no firing from the assailants, as

the boats grounded at some distance from the shore, and the men had to

wade up to the middle in water. The enemy were drawn up at
then-guns^

with lighted matches.

" Banda Neira and its dependencies export 900,0001. worth of spices
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annually to Batavia; we found about 400,0001. worth of spices nt tiie titi

of the capture.
" The Piedmontaise remains at Banda in charge of the island until the

Indian government send to garrison it. We are now on our way to Admiral

Drury, with despatches, and the Caroline is making arrangements to sup-

ply provisions from the neighbouring islands.

< EDMUND LYONS,
" Lieutenant of the Baracouta."

" H. M. S. Baracouta,- at Sea, Long. 87 29' E.

Lot. 6' 17" N. October 10.

" The Baracouta sailed from Prince of Waks's island on the 5th of last

.fune, in company with the Piedrnontaise and Caroline, (the latter commo-

dore), for the island of Banda, then in possession cf the Dutch. On the

8th of August, the squadron arrived off the island. About 11 at night, the

boats put off, having in them 100 soldiers of the Madras European regi-

ment, and the marines of the squadron, and about the same number of sea-

men, in one of the most dark and squally nights I have witnessed in this

country. After many ineffectual attempts, some of the boats landed their

men, while the remainder returned on beard their respective ships; not

more than 180 made good their landing, exactly opposite a ten-gun battery,-

which was immediately taken possession of. It was then determined to

make an immediate attempt on the citadel (Belgica) which was about a

mile distant from them. This attempt succeeded, owing to the bravery of

the storming party, and that too without our losing a single man ;
the

Dutch colonel and twelve of his men fell, just as they were entering the

citadel, and at the time our men were escalading the wall. The reduction

of this important and strong fortress was speedily followed by that of

Nassau, the next in importance, soon after which the union jack was flying

on all the forts, &c. of the island, and the only terms given to the van-

quished, were respect for private property.
" Thus fell Banda and its dependencies; the last, the richest, and the

most important of all the Dutch settlements among the Molucca Islands.

It is impossible as yet to ascertain the true value of the spices, property,
&c. captured it is estimated at about 800,0001. but we may surely expect

600,000). The Caroline ami ourselves have taken 5000lb. weight of mace,
besides a considerable quantity of nutmegs, and cloves. The Piedmontaise

is left at Banda, and will not sail for India, till January, 181 1. At present
i^re is more spice in the store-houses than she can possibly bring away,
ana when the present crop is collected, there will certainly be as much as

two frigates can conveniently sto\v.

" We sailed from Banda on the 6th September for Madras, and the

Caroline for Prince of Wales's Island six days before. Soon after-her

arrival there, she returns to Banda, taking the staff-officers, governor, &c.

for the captured settlement ; the island is then to be given up to the

Honourable Company by their paying for the same. It is surprising that

we should have succeeded so easily in capturing this island- it was defended
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by 200 pieces of cannon, and about 1500 soldiers, besides a large quantity
of slaves The Dutch say, they were taken by surprise ! The island of

Amboyna was taken about four months before, by the Cornwallis, Dover,
and another; it is not thought to be near so valuable a conquest as that of
Banda."

CAPTAIN SHORTLAKD'S DOG.

"
Exempt the nuptial, and the filial ties,

Hast thou one friend, amongst thy reasoning kind,

On whom thy secret heart for truth relies,

Tlius ardent, nobie, constant, and refin'd ?
"

Miss SEWAHD.

THE late Captain Shortland, a memoir of whose life and services wa

given in the preceding volume,* had a favourite dog, which constantly

attended him during those acute sufferings which preceded his death, licked

his hands, and displayed every mark of the most affectionate attachment.

Captain Shortland's servant brought this faithful creature to England, after

the decease of his lamented master, but, unfortunately, the animal was

almost immediately lost. Many of our readers, we doubt not, will be

much gratified to learn, that he has recently been recovered, under th

following remarkable circumstances :

The dog, it appears, was stolen, at the Elephant and Castle, Newington,
taken on board a ship, and carried back to Halifax, Nova Scotia, where
one of the crew of Captain Shortland's ship, who had been very severely
wounded in the action between the Junon and the French frigates, met the

dog, and, instantly recognising him, demanded him of the man in whose

possession he was. The fellow refused to give him up (although the dog
remembered his old friend, and immediately answered to his name, Pun-

dore) ; in consequence of which, the sailor very properly applied to Admiral
Sir J. B. Warren, the Commander-in-chief on the Halifax station, stating
the particulars of the case. On the dog's exhibiting, at the sailor's com-

mand, all the tricks which he had been used to, the admiral insisted oa
his

facing delivered up to the tar's care, who brought him safe to England,

and, on Sunday the 3d of March, took him to Mrs. Shortland's, in London.

The dog, a middling-sized terrier, is now old, but very handsome. Mrs.

Shortland's servant, who was also one of the crew of the Junon, and had

brought the dog up from a puppy, was recognized by the animal the mo-
ment that the door opened ;

and the happiness its return has occasioned ia

the family, is hardly to be conceived.

ATROCIOUS CONDUCT OF THE FRENCH CAPTAIN,. HAMELIK.

To illustrate the character of Hamelin, the commander of the French

frigate, la Venus, which captured the Africaine, Captain Corbett, in the

* Vide page 1, et sej.
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Indian Seas,* we insert the following extract from the account which the

Quarterly Review gives of PERON'S Voyage aux Terrcs Australes
'

" The favourable reception which the officers and naturalists of the two

ships met from the government of Port Jackson, far exceeded their expec-

tations.

" The English received Captain Hamelin, (of the Naturaliste) from the

first moment, with that great and polite generosity which the perfection of

European civilization only can produce. The most distinguished houses in

the colony were open to our companions ;
and during their whole stay

there, they experienced that delicate and kind hospitality, which confers

equal honour oh him who practises it, and on him who is the object of it.

AH the resources of the colony were placed at the disposal of the French

captain.'' In one word,' says M. Pe"roii,
' the conduct of the English

government with regard to us was so marked by magnificence and genero-

sity, that we should be wanting in every principle of honour and justice,

were we not to record in this work the expression of our gratitude.'
" The same kind attention appears to have been paid to them by the

inhabitants; all, continues M. Peron, seemed to feel the important truth,
'
ia cause des sciences cst la cause despeuplcs?
n It gives us pain to observe, after reading these and similar passages,

that the gratitude of Captain Uamelin scarcely survived the period of its

record by M. Peron. This officer is at present commodore of a squadron
of frigates in the East Indies. Last year they attacked and completely

destroyed the small and defenceless settlement of Tappanooly f on the coast

of Sumatra. Forgetful of that delicate and kind hospitality with which he

was received at Port Jackson, Captain Hamelin not only permitted, but

assisted in ihe pillage of private property: he even stood by and saw the

wardrobes of the ladies plundered, and was base and malicious enough to

order his people to tear in pieces, in presence o( the owners, several arti-

cles of dress which were not worth carrying away. He then compelled the

whole of the civilians to embark for the Isle of France, leaving orders that

every house in the settlement should be set on fire. When on ship-board,

lie called the English ladies upon deck, and with savage exultation pointed
out to them the glorious blaze which their houses exhibited. This is that

very C.iptain Ilamelin, at whose disposition, even in the midst of war,
'
all

the resources of the English colony were placed !

'

" We have been induced to notice this infamous conduct in an officer of

the old school, as it tends to prove, among a thousand other instances now
before us, how totally the national character of France is altered and de-

praved by the military despotism which has sprung out of the Revolution. -

Her age of chivalry is, indeed, gone we fear for ever ; and its place is

supplied by a systematic ferociousness, a rancorous mode of warfare,

wholly destitute of that urbanity of manners, that generosity of sentiment,

* Vide page 161 of the present Volume.

t Vide NAVAL CuRomsiE, Vol. XXIII. page 502.
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which once served to soften the rigours of contention, and stripped it of

half its terrors. The leading principle in the modern school of military

France, is to renounce humanity altogether ; to mortify, to insult, and

trample in the dust a vanquished foe, not so much for the gratification of

personal hatred, as for the unworthy purpose of ministering to the dark and

stormy passions of the most malignant and revengeful of tyrants."

AXECDOTE OF CAPTAIN FAXE.

THIS young commander, who, in Decemher last, was captured at Pala-

mos, in the Mediterranean,* while directing the destruction of the enemy's

vessels, through the rash advance of his rncn from their post on the hill, is

treated, \\e understand, in France, with all the respect that is due to his

rank and professional reputation; hut he has a further claim to their con.

sideration, of which, probably, the French government are not aware, as

appears from the following statement, hy the Ilev. Mr. Williams
/ chaplain

of H. M. S. Sea Horse :

" The next day, Septembers, 1793, the Emerald, Captain Waller, made
8 signal for a sail hearing E. by S. ; we accordingly gave chase, and off the

Tower of Arabs saw a cutter standing towards the shore
;

the Emerald
fired several shots to bring her to, but she persisted, and at length run

aground, a little to the west of the Tower of Marabou.f Our boats and

those of the Emerald were sent to bring her off; the French in the mean

time made good their landing, but a high surf soon destroyed the cutter.

At this moment nothing was to be seen but barren uncultivated sands, as far

as the eye could reach ;
but in a short time we descried several Arabs, both

foot and horse, rapidly advancing: the French perceived their error too

late, but some were so fortunate as to get on board our boats, which pulled

towards the shore, in hopes of saving their unfortunate enemy. Mr. Fane,

a midshipman, (now Captain Fane) from the Emerald, with a noble spirit

of humanity, swam through the high surf to the shore, having a rope in his

hand, by which the French captain and four seamen happily were saved.

From them we learned, that she was the cutter I'Anemuue, of four guns
and GO men, Citizen Garden, or Carbon, commander, having on board

General Carmin and Captain Valette, aide-de-camp to. General Bonaparte,

(now Emperor of France) also a courier with despatches from Toulon, and

a party of soldiers ; that the cutter sailed from Toulon on the 17th of July,

and, touched at Malta, from which place she had taken her departure six

days. Finding there was no possibility of escape from us, the general

ordered Captain Gardon, or Garbon, to run the cutter ashore, who urged

the dangers of a high surf, and the numerous hordes of wild Arabs that

* Vide page 155 of the present V
r
olarue.

t A view of the tower of Marabou, or Mirabou, and of his Majesty's ships

Emerald aud Swillsure, from the pencil of J. T. Lee, Esq. accompanied by some

additional partiruhirs of the transaction recorded in the above extract, ill bt

fcund, m the X\ Illtlj Volume ol ilic .^AVAI, CHBO.NICLK, pajje HO,



00 NAVAL ANECDOTE*,

infested the const : the general said he would cut his way through them to

Alexandria, which was not more thai> two or three leagues off. No sooner,

however, had he landed, but the Bedouins, who till this time were in

ambush behind the sand hills, began to shew themselves ; dismay and

terror seized on all, nor could we behold their distress without commisera-

tion, although they had so entirely brought it upon themselves by refusing

to surrender to us, and had tired on our boats when escape was no longer

in their power : our people approached them as near as the breakers would

permit, and were repeatedly hailed by the French to be taken on board;

but only Captain G. and four men wore brought off. We saw many officers

and men stripped, several were murdered in cold blood, and apparently

without any cause, and among them the unfortunate general and aide-de-

camp, who, on their knees, intreated for mercy. An Arab, on horseback,

vuslung his carbine, and fired at the general, but the shot missing him,

killed th aide-de-camp immediately behind him; he then fired a pistol at

the general, who instantly fell. The Courier, also, who endeavoured to

escape, was pursued and murdered, and an Arab, who got possession of his

despatches, instantly rode away with them."

The abore detail is confirmed in all its particulars, in a letter from cap

tain (now Sir Samuel Hood) to Admiral Lord Nelson, published in the

Gazette, and dated Admiralty Office, November 23, 1798, which closes

with this passage :

" On the approach of the boats of our ship, the French cutter fired on

them, cut her cable, and ran in shore into the breakers ; General Carmin,
and aide-de-camp Valette, having landed with the despatches and the

whole of the crew, were immediately attacked by the Arabs. The two for-

mer and some others making resistance were killed, and all the rest stripped
of their clothes. Her commander and a few of the men, about seven, made
their escape naked to the beach, where our boats had by this time arrived,
and begged on their knees to be saved. I am happy in saying, the huma-

nity of our people extended so far as to induce them to swim on shore with

lines and small casks to save them, which they fortunately effected.

Amongst these was particularly distinguished a young gentleman, midship-
man of the Emerald, (now Captain Fane) who brought off the commander
Garbon, at the hazard of his own life through the surf."

CAPTAIN ROWLEY'S LETTER OF THANKS TO GOVERNOR FARQI-HAT.

H. M. S. Eoadicea, Bay ofSt. Paul
SIR

> 6th October, 1810.

BEING superseded in the chief command of the squadron, by the arrival
of Vice-admiral Bertie, it becomes my duty to return you my best thanks
on the part of the naval force, for that attention you have invariably shewn
to their supplies, equipment, and comfort, whilst I had the honour to coin-

mand them.

Reduced; at one period, by the casualties of war, to a state of unexana*
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led depression in our naval affairs, at these islands, I was enabled, by the

promptitude with which you laid the resources of your government at my
disposal, to effect much in regaining our accustomed ascendency. In my
department, under your orders, I have experienced that ready compliance
and union of efforts which has contributed to lighten our labours.

Accept, therefore, Sir, the expression of my gratitude for your assistance
in my public duties. The personal attentions I have experienced from you,
require other acknowledgments>

and I hope soon to have an opportunity of

assuring you of those sentiments of esteem and regard with which I am, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

J03IAS ROWLEY.
To Robert Townsend Farquhar, Esq.

Governor of Bourbon, $c.

KAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, 1 th November, 1810. The Commissioners of his

Majesty's Navy, the Lieutenant-governor of the Royal Naval College, the

Master Shipwright of his Majesty's Dock-yard, and the Mathematical Pro-

fessor of the Royal Naval College at Portsmouth, having reported to the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the result of an examination held by
them at Portsmouth Dock-yard, on the 9th November instant,* into the

qualifications of thirty candidates who presented themselves for admission

into the superior class of shipwright apprentices in his Majesty's Dock*

yards ; by which report it appears, that the persons named at the bottom

are the twelve candidates best qualified (exclusive of two whose ages ex-

ceed the regulation, and who are, therefore, ineligible), their Lordships are

pleased to direct that these twelve persons be admitted into the said supe-
rior class of apprenticeSj according and subject to the regulations already

established.

And their Lordships, observing with satisfaction that the number of

competent candidates who appeared at the late examination exceeded the

number of vacancies, do hereby give notice of their intention to admit five

more apprentices into the superior class, in November, 181 1> to be selected

from among such candidates as may then present themselves; from whom
also persons will be selected to fill any vacancies which may occur in the

mean time. Dtie notice will be previously given of the day and place of

such examinations, by the Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy.

,T .. Stale of Qualification, the Number
Name of Candidate. ^ expr^ins Competency

1 William Butcher 1730

Z Richard Abethell 1636

3 William Henry Harton 1626

According to the official notice in NA VAX. CHRONICI*, Vol. XXIV. page 91.

fBat. 6)ion. C3ol. XXV. 2
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, r ... Scale of Qualification, the Number
Mime oj Candidate. 1000

4 William Morgan ................... 1590

5 Robert Bellart Catty ................ 1544

6 John Mosbery .................... 1 400

7 Charles Bonnycastle ................ 135O

8 John Policxtbn .................... I2'-'6

9 Francis Laire ...................... 1210

10 W. H. Davidson .................. 118 1

11 James Lancey ....... ... .......... 1109

12 Thomas Pretions .- ......... . ..... 10?i

. CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR,

AMONG
the many improvements which have taken place in tlie naval

service of the country, and among the regulations which the present

Board has adopted for the benefit of officers, it appears a matter of surprise

to many, that the situation of pursers should not have interested some first

Lord of the Admiralty, so as to render the junior officers of that rank more

respectable in the eyes of those whom fortuitous circumstances have sta-

tioned in the higher class of their department, or to establish a kind of

seniority that would serve to distinguish pursers of line-of-battle ships, &c.

I have heard it asserted, (with what truth I will not pretend to judge)

that previously to Viscount Melville's leaving the Admiralty, it was hi*

intention to establish a commissariat in the navy, similar to what is the

known establishment of the army ; but this I dare say tell to the ground
when his Lordship was obliged to resign. The inconvenience arising from

a want of rank to this class of officers, was pointed out in an address to the

Board in the spring of 1808, when it was stated, that
"

in consequence of

not holding any rank, they were subjected to all the insults attendant upon

prisoners of war in France, who were not considered officers; and that

many were actually in want, owing to their being stinted to the allowance

paid to foremast men." The consequence of this petition was, an applica-
tion from the Transport Board to the minister of marine in France, itatuig,
" that pursers in the British navy were actually considered as commissioned

officers, though not virtually so." To this the reply of the French minister

was, laconically,
" That the commissary in the French navy had rank ;

they zt-ere commissioned officers." I should have premised, that the

Transport Board had represented the treatment received by French purser*
in England, and that they were in every respect considered as officers.

Notwithstanding this application, nothing has yet been done for those

officers, with the exception of a subscription entered into at Portsmouth

for their relief ; which, I imagine, not oue Ualf of the pursers are sensible
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%f, although the subscription books are slill open at the different banking
bouses there. I trust this \\iil meet the eye of soine of their brother

officers, and serve to open their hearts and purses, with respect to unfortu-

nate detenus.

This prenrnble I shall be candid enough to say, is not solely for the pur-

pose of meliorating their condition, but it is also intended to lead the way
to a few remarks on the method of conferring the desired rank, according
to the interest of the individual concerned. Several.of this class of officers,

men of merit, and genius, and to whom no blame is attachable, have

been pursers of sloops of war, four, five, and six years ; while some, who
have not beon as many months in the service, are in frigates; and others,

after little more than a twelvemonth's servitude, are in line-of-battle ships.

Now tell me, Sir, is there any thing like propriety in such a regulation ?

Can a man feel satisfied, who, after toiling and taking pains to keep up
his appearance as a gentleman, at the end of half a dozen years finds him-

self probably worse by some pounds than when ha first set. out in the

world ? I menn not to derogate from any man's merit ; but the following

examples are, I think, cases in point: the purser of the Owen Glendower

was never actually at sea until he was appointed to that ship ;
the purser of

the Diamond has never been at sea, unless it were with the Flushing expe-

dition; and he is now actually secretary to the commander-in-chief at

Leith. The purser of the Undaunted, some time since inquired of a friend

of the writer, what length of time he had been purser of a sloop of war?

and on being answered, fo <r years, he replied,
" that he had not been so

lone; in the service." The purser of the Saint Albans was removed from a

bomb to a line-of- battle ship, without being two years in the service- But

these may probably be considered as casualties. However, I can only say

that they have come immediately under my own eyes ;
and I ought to har

added another instance : the purser of the Barbadoes, I can safely aver,

never was fit sea, until he joined that ship, mid zcas not eighteen months in

any department in the naval service, until appointed to that ship. These,

.Sir, are circumstances which I am convinced only require representation

to be remedied ;
but as most people are unwilling to be taken notice of bv

their superiors, as censors, it is my opinion, that the only certain way of

their meeting the eye of the present worthy head of the Admiralty, with-

out being subject to any disagreeable eclaircissement, will be through the

medium of your useful publication. This I will sincerely acknowledge has

been the principal inducement of trespassing on your time and room,

By your obedient humble servant,

NIHIL.
*>i^^<

MR. EDITOR,

ONE would imagine, that, from the havoc continually made on th

British trade, and among British shipping, by Trench privateers, that

either the commerce of England was disregarded by the Lords of the Admi-

ralty, or that some daemon had administered to them a soporific. The nar-

rowest part of tjie English Channel, under th very nose ofour coinm;mde:,
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swarms with French privateers., to the ruin of our merchants and th

destruction of our trade, and this after paying a heavy duty tor protection.

Now, if England had not a navy superior to the whole world, and the

full command of the seas, such destruction might be pardonable. I under-

stand that a gentleman twice proposed to the Admiralty a plan for the pro-

tection of onr merchantmen, which he transmitted to the Admiralty, and

the acknowledgment of his communication was in such terms, as most cer-

tainly will determine liim never to submit any proposition again to their

High-Mightinesses. I have one serious observation to make to them,

namely, that without trade to support them, the great number of their

ships of war are nothing; if they afford the merchantmen protection, the

merchantmen will be able to support them, they will mutually reader each

other assistance ; but as the crews of ships of war cannot eat gunpowder
and cannon balls, the Admiralty should direct their services to the protec-

tion of our trade, and adopt some systematic plan of repressing the depre-

dations of French privateers. The plan proposed may be given to the pub*
lie on some future day. Had the plan alluded to been adopted, no priva-

teer could either escape from die French harbours, or return, but with the

greatest difficulty.

AN OBSERVER.

I

"
Quaque ipsa miserrima vidi, et quorum pars niagnafui."

MR. EDITOR, Yarmouth, January 50th, 1811.

SHALL conceive no apology necessary for addressing to you a letter,

of which the subject fall* so properly within the sphere of your publi-

cation
;
and which so importunately calls for the consideration and atten-

tr>n of all to whom the honour and interests of their country are dear and

inestimable.

When a nation has been exalted to eminence, and enabled to bid defi^

ance to the confederated power of all Europe, through the valour and

heroism of her navy; when by its means she maintains, uncontrolled, un-

resisted, the sovereignty of the seas, and in whose strength and exertions

she must finally contide, when the conflict shall be for her own liberty and

her own land
; is it not the height of ingratitude, of meanness, and impru-

dence, to suffer her defenders, her warriors, when wrecked by the violence

of tempests on her strand, to sink a prey to want, misery, and despair ; to

permit those who have dt\ated their toils, their livos, to her service, to be

bereaved in one fatal hour of the earnings of years, and from a state of

comparative comfort, to be at once reduced to ruin and irremediable

distress ?

Is this, Sir, worthy the generosity, the reputation, the pride, the gran*
dcur of a nation like Britain? and will it be credited by posterity, that

whilst the most inferior subaltern of the army, for the loss of a trunk con-

taining perhaps the value of 40 shillings, received a sum of 401. not the

slightest remuneration could be obtained by an officer of whatever rank ia
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the navy, for the loss or destruction of his property, his all ! destroyed,
too, by a calamity which could neither be foreseen nor avoided

; to add to

his misery, perhaps, the only support of an aged parent, or on whom a wife

and family were depending for their daily subsistence !
"
proh pudor

patria !

"
at such a tale even fiction would recoil, and startled truth deny it

for her own !

It is not my intention to draw any invidious comparison between the two

cervices, or to foment dissension amongst those who should ever be united;
the merits of both are well known, and if not always rewarded, are univer-

sally acknowledged. I shall not therefore dilate upon a subject, which, to

use the words of a celebrated writer,
" has been already so discussed, that

inspiration could scarcely throw a new light upon it," but content myself
with inquiring, why he, who from his earliest years voluntarily encounters

trials scarcely conceivable by many, who submits without murmur to the

numberless privations and hardships, to which on his element he is con-

stantly exposed ; whose ship being his home, he carries with him all he

possesses in the world, and whose thoughts, when assailed by every com-

plication of danger, and with the prospect of inevitable destruction before

his eyes, are employed not upon his own safety, but for the preservation of

his ship, which to accomplish, his utmost efforts, his whole powers are

exerted ; why he, whose soul is thus superior to disaster, and invincible to

terror, should, when cast on shore from a wreck, naked, friendless, and

destitute, be excluded from the common commiseration of his countrymen,
left to mourn his misfortunein dejection and silence; to endure in fruitless

patience all the heart-piercing ills of poverty, and vainly to lament a loss

which no diligence will repair, and which no economy can restore.
" Other

evils fortitude may reprl, or hope may mitigate; but irreparable privation

leaves nothing to exercise resolution, or flatter expectation."

If thus fatal and distressing to a sailor is a shipwreck on his own coast,

how are its evils aggravated, and its horrors heightened, when it happens
on a foreign land, when it happens on the enemy's shores ! where imprison-
ment succeeds escape from death, and what the mercy of the elements may
have spared, is torn from him by wretches ruthless as the desart pard, alike

regardless of the laws of heaven or of man.

I am hardly so sanguine as to expect that any fresh appeal will have

power to touch the hearts of those to whom the administration of our naval

affairs is intrusted, or that regard will be awakened to the dictates of huma-

nity at the expense of "
imperious precedent;" but I have at least the

consolation of knowing, that I shall oi.ly fail wherein no one has yet suc-

ceeded
; that I have pointed out the evil which I had not power to remove;

that I am animated by no desire but ofjustice ; by no motive hut of truth ;

that I have borne the contest, though I have missed the victory ;
and that

though I may suffer neglect, I have not deserved censure.

J am, Sir, &c.

J'HLLO NAUFRAGUS,
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MR. EDITOR, London, March 15th, 1811.

I
HAVE read with peculiar interest Captain Tomlinson's memoir, ami the

documents accompanying it, at page 89 etseq. of the present Volume. I

cannot resist expressing my sentiments, in common with every naval officer

with whom I have conversed on the subject, respecting the hardships of his

case, which appears to be attended with circumstances of aggravated

wrongs, and personal injuries. I shall not now enter into a discussion of the

motives which appear, primaj'acie, to' have actuated the parties concerned in

this prosecution ; nor is it necessary to dwell upon the original sin com-

mitted by Captain Toralinson, and his difference with his brother officer,

Sir Joseph Sidney Yorke, respecting the private signals, for which he

suffered a punishment, made the amende honorable, and was restored to his

rank. I am confident that the liberal mind of the present first Lord of the

Admiralty would not be prejudiced against a zealous officer, by the circum-

stance of any dispute he might have had with his brother, Sir Sidney Yorke,

so many years back. I shall, therefore, content myself at present with a

few general observations, in hopes that the power in whose breast it remains

to afford some redress adequate to the injuries received, will not withhold

it, and thereby compel the suffering individual to resort to other tribunals,

for a reparation of those wrongs, which he has with respectful and be-

coming language in vain solicited.

It is the usage at courts martial, when an officer has been acquitted of a

serious charge affecting his life or reputation, to stigmatize the accuser in

the sentence, by declaring the whole to be groundless, false, and n>aliciotts.

This affords him a remedy, seldom withheld, when lie cluims as an innocent

and injured officer, the favour and protection of the superior power, who

from wrong representation might have countenanced an accusation so

founded. If the sentence of a court martial even barely acquit the accused

of a crime affecting his life or character, it is usual for the superior power

appealed to, injustice to the sufferings of an injured individual, wantonly

dragged before the tribunal of a court martini, to stretch out the fostering

hand of protection, and thereby at least point out to the service, that an

officer's reputation will be shielded from whatever source it may be at-

tempted to be traduced.

Captain Tomlinson having in vain made his appeal to the Lords Com-
missioners ofthe Admiralty, on his being discharged by the judge ( Le Blanc)
of a crime with which he was accused, without sending it before a jury, and

which is tantamount to the verdict of acquittal by a jury ; payment of the

expenses winch he incurred by the proceedings instituted against him has

been refused, and his claims for favour or protection have not been

attended to. It may be asked, has an officer of so long standing and zea-

lous^ service's no redress by an appeal to the laws of his countiy for

crievances of a nature
apparently so extraordinary and unprecedented.

Having myself no pretensions to know more of law, than to steer clear of

burning my fingers, by any violation of the articles of war, or printed

instructions for the regulation and discipline of the navy, I am ecjuuUjf
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anxious with many brother officers, that some humane counsel would atten-

tively peruse the memoir alluded to, and its accompanying documents, and

have the goodness to answer the following queries, through die channel of

your useful publication :

1. Cannot Captain Tomlinson recover damages to a certain amount, by

bringing an action in a court of law against the Commissioners of the Navy,
or those who instituted the proceedings against him, for false imprison-

ment ?

2. Or would not his case be a fit subject of investigation, on having a

petition presented to Parliament, stating his various public services, and

praying redfess for his private wrongs J

This is written from a momentary impulse, excited in my mind from an

attentive perusal of the extraordinary circumstances stated in the memoir
of Captain Tomlinson, with whom I am not in the least personally ac-

quainted, having never to my knowledge seen him in my life; but I am
anxious for the good of the service, that no individual officer's grievances

should be allowed to remain dormant for want of proper exertions in

appealing for redress, either to a court ofjustice, or to the tribunal of Par-

liament as the dernier resort.

AN OLD SEAMAX.
.^-^s^

MR, EDITOR,

BE
so good as insert the enclosed extract of a letter from Mr David Row-

land, surgeon of his Majesty's ship Tremendous, on the subject of Poi-

onous Fishes; for although it appears to have been transmitted to the

commissioners for sick and wounded seamen, the publication may prove
a source of relief in coasting voyages, particularly near the Tropics, where

poisonous fishes are sometimes eaten by persons unacquainted with the *uc-

esiion of symptoms, which Mr. Rowland has distinctly described.

I am, &C4

J. A.

EXTRACT.
" H.MSsS. Tremendous, Madras Roads,

"
Sept. 10th, 1805.

" I have been induced to communicate the extraordinary effects offish

on the crew of this ship whilst at the Island of Roderigue, the latter end of

last May, and shall give it in the words of my report to the Hon. Com-

missioners for sick and wounded seamen in London

" Great numbers were affected with a combination of truly extraordi-

nary symptoms, in consequence of eating some noxious fish The attack

began with a disagreeable coppery taste, with a sensation of heat in the

mouth, throat, and nose, then the stomach and intestines became affected,

causing a speedy evacuation of their contents, which I assisted .with Ipeca-

cuana emetics, followed by purgatives ofO/: Ricini, Natron Vitriolat :

r the common purging powder (Puh. Jalapii and Crenwr Turtari) these
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generally relieved the then urgent symptoms, which did not continue long*

but were followed by others still more painful, a dysury, a strangury, and

in t\>o or three cases ischuria, leaving most unpleasant scalding, then he-

morrhoids followed with great heat and inflammation in the anus, termi-

nating in suppuration, discharging a thin ichorous matter, excoriating every

part it came into contact with (even the scrotum and parts surrounding)

violent headach, pain in different parts of the body, but more particularly

in the upper and lower extremities, threatning paralysis, loss of appetite,

total loss of sleep, although large doses of opium were administered to allay

the violent spasmodic affections which occurred hernia humeralis occurred

in two cases; a sensation of heat in the skin when in bed, accompanied
with numbness of the fingers alarmed several They continued affected with

a succession of these symptoms for about ten days, and then it left them

with considerable debility, which gave way to this excellent climate, assisted

by a decoction of Peruvian bark, or mild bitter infusions warm fomenta-

tions were found extremely useful The intestinal canal was always kept

very open, by small but repeated doses of the 01. Ricini t
and in those case*

where the hemorrhoids prevailed, an electuary of sulphur and Cremor Tar-

tari was substituted.

" Some had relapses, as they said, without making use of a fresh cause;

however, T am induced to believe that that was not the case; for they were

at first strictly forbidden to eat any of the fish caught with the hook and

line, in consequence of the precautions recommended to be pursued by
Mr. Nicholson in his directory, which was found to be strictly correct.

The precautions 'recommended by the Abbe Rochon, were tried and

did not change the colour of silver as he relates, for I have seen a rupee
which had been boiled with some fish, and did not change its colour .in the

least, which induced some sailors to eat of it : they were all most violently

affected, not one of them escaped/ who eat of those which had been caught
on the Coral reef; whereas the fish which was caught with the seine on the

beach was not only excellent, but perfectly free from any poisonous quality,

and I have been informed by the French fishermen, that the fish attain this

poisonous nature from feeding on a weed that grows on the Coral reefs.

"
It' you think that there is any part of the above detail worthy of the

notice of the public, you are at liberty to communicate it : at the same

time I have much pleasure in informing you, that I did not lose a single pa-
tient in conscqueace of the poisonous fish

;
or any disease during a cruize of

six months."

MR. EDITOH,

W AM happy to be able to send you the following extract of a letter from
* Governor Dowers, of the Royal Hospital at Deal, to the Commission-

ers for Transports, &c. duted 9th July, 1809.

I am, Mr. Editor, your's, &c.

TIM. WEATHERSI DE,
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" On Friday, the 7ch instant, about one quarter before midnight, this

hospital received much damage from lightning.
"

It appears first to have been attracted by the mill opposite to the

beach, the sweep of which it shattered; thence striking the centre chimney
of the hospital, which it instantly levelled with the roof, and ignited some

shavings in the grate. The lead upon the top appears to have conducted
the electrical fluid, to the extremity of the south end of the body of the

Hospital, where, meeting with obstruction, it rent that head and tore off the

weather tiling, passed into the 10th, or upper ward, fused the top part of
the foot post of the iron bedstead, (in which was a patient) from whence
it passed round, excoriated the lower part of the head post, and set fire to

the floor boards, tearing away the ceiling, and passing into the 8th, or

middle ward, fusing the lower window weight, and at the same instant

burst out windows, jambs, wall, &c. &c. Continuing downwards took

again the iron weight of the window in the 6th or lower ward, driving out

the windows, wall, &c. &c. passing round the iron bedstead nearest the

wall, iu which lay a patient with a fractured skull, who received no injury,

except from the concussion, which occasioned a little bleeding. In the

lith ward it entered by a window jamb on the west side, attracted by a

nail torn off the flooring of the ward above ; scattered the splinters of the

wood work-in all directions round the ward
;
but did not break one pane of

glass, nor, providentially, injure any of the patients.
" I have to thank God none of the patients were hurt, although the fluid

passed round and fused the iron work ; which in this instance acting as a

conductor, and being covered with blankets, they escaped, although ths

rug on one of the beds was singed."

MR. EDITOR,

A CORRESPONDENT of yours, under the signature of Raleigh, has

somewhere *
said, that " as long as the present etiquette respecting

the admission of naval reports to the honors of publication, by authority,

shall prevail at the Admiralty, the NAVAL CHRONICLE is the only resource

for rescuing from oblivion a multitude of praiseworthy services performed

by single ships and individuals." The truth of this has induced me to sub-

mit to you what is considered as one of the most gallant exploits performed

by any ship. II. M. S. Rainbow, of 21 guns, formerly the French corvette

1'Iris, commanded by Captain James Wooldridge, that officer who so dis-

tinguished himself in the Mediator atthe attack of the French fleet in Basque

Roads, being under the orders of Vice-admiral Rowley, on the Jamaica

station, on the 13th day of February last, fell in with a large French

frigate full of troops, which had been sent from France to the relief of Gua-

daloupe; but not arriving till after the surrender of the island, was chastd

by a squadron of frigates belonging to that station, under the command of

* NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XXI. page 377.

ttol. XX \. 3s
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Sir Alc\snder Cochrane, but escaped by superior sailing, leaving behind

her an officer nnd boat's crew, who had been sent on shore for a pilot.

On perceiving the little English ship, the frigate brought to, thinking by his

appearance to frighten the corvette ; but having *o continued until within

gun-shot, and discovering it was the determination to risk an action with

him, he very suddenly made all sail in order to escape, and was pursued by

the Rainbow for 34 hours, never out of gun-shot ;
at the end of which

time, seeing that it was not possible to escape, he brought to, and almost

immediately an action commenced, within pistol shot, which lasted for one

hour and 35 minutes. Upon the Frenchman having totally dismasted the

Rainbow, he put before the wind and escaped. Nor must it be forgotten

that this enabled H. M. brig Avon, which was in sight, to bring him to

action, which he continued for half an hour, running the whole time, when

the Avon was obliged to bring to, to stop some leaks between wind and

water. The French frigate, as appears from the officer and boat's crew,

was one of the largest class, nearly 1300 tons burthen, was called la

Nereide, mounting in the whole 54 guns, manned with 550 seamen and

soldiers, and was opposed to a ship rated 24 (which has 28 mounted) with

a nominal complement of 175 men; when we come to reflect that of this

number but nineteen were wounded, it can only be accounted for by the

enemy firing mostly aloft, whereby he too well succeeded in disabling the

Rainbow. The Avon, which has 18 guns, commanded by Captain II. T.

Fraser, gallantly attacked the frigate afterwards, nor did she relinquish till

she had four feet water in her hold, the leaks gaining on the pumps, and

bad two men killed and 14 wounded.

Such accounts of actions as those, I am certain you will think deserving

insertion in your publication, which I trust will always continue to record

the heroism of individuals; which although not always crowned with the suc-

cess such bravery deserves, yet as a stimulus to others, ought not to be

kept from the knowledge of those young heroes, whose pride we hope will

be to equal them, notwithstanding the etiquette of the Admiralty, of keep-

ing to themselves, all engagements and exploits which are not crowned with

complete victory,

NAUTICUS.

Comparative Statement of the Forces,

La Ner&de. 30 long eighteen-pounders on the main deck.

14 carronades, 36-pounders on the quarter-deck,
9 ditto on the forecastle.

4 long twelve-pounders on ditto.

Total, 50 guns.

Seamen 350

Soldiers 280

Total, 550 men.
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lUinbow. 50 carronades, 32-pounders on the main deck.

6 ditto, 18-pounders on the quarter-deck*
2 six pounders, long guns on forecastle.

23

Whole complement 175 men*
Short of complement -29 1

Sick of West India fever 18 J

Leaving fit for service, including boys,

officers, &c. 158

Avon. 13 guns, 16 32-pounder carronades, and two sixes, long*

Whole complement 105 meu.
Short ef ditto 10") ..

Sick on board 5J

Leaving fit for serfice in all 90

MR. EDITOR, Madras, May Wth, 1810.

OX my return from Basqce Road, I addressed to you a few observa-

tions under the signature of An Eye Witness, dated May 4, 1809;
*

but I was under the necessity of quitting England immediately after

addressing you ; and your publication of my letter io your useful and uni-

versally read publication, did not reach me till very lately. Nor was I

little surprised to find in the same Volume, aa extract from a Morning

Paper, t containing so many falsities and improbabilities, that I cannot

forbear pointing some of them out. But as this matter I dare say has long

been buried in oblivion in England, I leave it entirely to your better judg-

ment, whether it may be necessary to make them public or not. No man
f

believe me, is more ready than myself to bestow every praise and credit

on Lord Cochrane ; but let die others who were concerned in this glorious

enterprise, share that meed of approbation and credit which is their due*

It is well known to the whole fieet, and which this writer does not contra-

diet, that Captain Wooldridge did lead in the Mediator fire-ship, in the

most undaunted and determined manner ; and that Lord Cochrane has

always been ready to bear testimony to the bravery, as well as to the suffer-

ings of that gallant but much neglected officer ; the latter of which were

greater than it can be almost supposed human nature to exist under. For

the shocking manner in which this officer was scorched, I appeal to Lord

Cochrane himself, as well as all those who had an opportunity of wit-

nessing the dreadful state lie was in on board the Impe'rieuse, after the

destruction of the Mediator. That his Lordship prepared the explosion

lute NAVAL Cnaomcts, Vol. XXL p. 395. t hii. page 64.
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vessel, and committed himself in her with a lieutenant and four men, ft

well known : but at the same time it is as well known, and acknowledged,

both by his Lordship, and by those employed with him, that the vessel ex-

ploded before the boom was broken
;

nor was she ever within that boom.

He is also correct, when he says, that the fuse did not burn as long as was

expected, though it burnt sufficient time to allow his Lordship and boat to

be perfectly clear before the explosion took place; neither was the lieute-

nant (whose name was Bissel) or any other person hurt in the boat, but all

arrived safe on board the Impe"rieuse, not more exhausted and fatigued

than it was natural to expect those must be who had laboured at the oar

against strong wind and tide. He goes on to tell us, that the repetition of

the explosions was so much dreaded by the enemy, that they immediately

crowded all sail before the wind, and that the fire-ships could not overtake

them. Seven of them went on shore, of which two three-deckers afterwards

got off. Now it is well known to every one, that there never was but one

three-decker in the Road ofAix. The gallantry of Lord Cochrane, com-

bined with his humanity and modesty, must be the admiration of the whole

world, and there cannot be the least occasion to take from the merit of

others to add to his Lordship's, which shines already in so conspicuous a

manner. Suffice it to say, that the fortunate circumstance of the Media-

tor, a ship of that bulk and weight, being fitted as a fire-ship, was the

means of the success with which his Majesty's arms were so gloriously

crowned, as all the other fire-ships were so small and light, being mostly

transport brigs, that none of them could possibly have forced the boom,
but would all have burnt on the outside of it, as was expected by
the enemy. And it is well known, particularly to Mr. Fairfax, the master

cf the fleet, who was an idle spectator in the Lyra, light vessel, and had the

most correct means ofjudging, that none of the enemy's ships, except the

frigates, did cut their cables, until they were well assured that the passage
Lad been forced, which they scarcely thought possible ; bur, on the con-

trary, considered their own lire, which they opened, and that of the Isle

d'Aix, a certain destruction to those who should have the temerity of

attempting it. I have also heard him and several officers who were in the

fire-?hips, declare, that the Mediator was not fired till long after the boom
had been broken, many minutes after the explosion vessel exploded, nor

until she was within the huoys of the French admiral in the three-decker.

The Mediator, I have been assured by an officer then on board her, was

fortunately so very near the explosion vessel, that the greatest part of the

shells, &c. passed over her, although her decks were almost covered after-

wards by the falling pieces. The situation of this ship was observed by
Lord Cochrane, by the light of the explosion, and who feared very much
he had occasioned the destruction of that ship, till he saw her on fire after-

wards, for she was very distinguishable by her immense size
;
and when it

was reported to Lord Cochrane, that Captain W. and his officers were

alongside the Imperieuse, wounded, he expressed his regret, fearful it

might have happened from the explosion.

Captain \V. was immediately promoted by die Admiralty, and was pre-
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tented with a gold chain and medal by order of his Majesty; thereby re-

viving an antient custom, which had almost become obsolete, of rewarding
services performed in fire-ships. He was also presented with a sword,
value 1001. from the Patriotic Fund, as were both his lieutenants, N. B.

Clements, and James Pearl, of the value of 501. and the former promoted
to the rank of commander : the latter, unfortunately for him, not havin-

served two years, according to the kite regulations, was not eligible for pro-

motion.

AN EYE-WITNESS.

MR. EDITOR, Kingston, Jamaica, ISth December, IS 10.

TTTAVING observed on the wrapper of the NAVAL CHRONICLE for Sep-

lember, 1810, that you mentioned, not being aware of ever receiving

the particulars of the loss of II. M.S. I,ark, I have been induced to take

the earliest opportunity of forwarding the annexed extract of a letter from

an officer of H. M. S. Hebe, Captain Fyffe, which, I hope, will prove

satisfactory to you.

I have also annexed an extract from the log of the officer who wrote the

letter, which describes the situation of the Hebe in the same gale that

carried down the Lark. It was supposed that the Hebe was about four or

five miles from the Lark, and through the haziness of the weather could

not perceive her.

Your early insertion of this will greatly oblige

A SUBSCPJBER.

Extract of a Letterfrom an Officer of H. M. frigate Hebe, Captain Fyffe,

dated on board that Vessel, on Sunday, 6th August, 1309, then off the

City of Santo Domingo.

" We have just spoke the Moselle, Captain Boys, from whom we have

learnt most dreadful news respecting the Lark, Captain Nicholas. Ic

appears from a man on board, who with two others were picked up by the

Moselle on Thursday evening, that the Lark was at anchor in Palanqua

bay, a few miles to leeward of the city of Santo Domingo, on the 3d inst.

and on the commencement of the gale (which was about five o'clock in the

morning) was obliged to cut away with a tomahawk, no axe being ready,

and scudded under her fore-sail, and fore-storm-stay-sail, for about four

hours
; when, in attempting to lay-to (which was about 9 o'clock, the

period when it blew hardest) she broached to, (by the fore- sheet, and stay-

sail-sheet, and tack giving way) and of course lost her way. A sea then

struck her abaft, stove in her cabin windows, no dead light being in, and

almost filled her; another striking her almost at the same time on the

beam, laid her on her beam ends, where she continued a few minutes, no

one being able to get an axe to cut away the masts, &c. and then

down stern foremost I
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" The man declares that he actually saw her keel, as she lay on her

beam ends, before she went dowu, and saved himself by being on the jib-

boom. Captain Nicholas was seen by one of die three survivors, abaft,

without either coat or trowsers, and which I believe was the last seen of

him.

" The man mentioned that it was dreadful to hear the cries, aud sec the

attempts of those drowning, to save themselves !
"

Remarks, fife, on board H. M.S. Hele, Thursday, 3d August, 1809.

A. M. At 1. 30. squally, shortened sail. 3. 45. fresh breeze and cloudy

weather, in third reefs of top-sails. 4. ditto weather. 4. 20. strong breezes

and cloudy, close reefed the top-sails. 4. 30. furled ditto and main-sail,

gale increasing. 6/strong gales, with heavy rain, sent top-gallant-yards

and masts on deck, in jib boom, and got the spritsail-yard fore and aft,

8. ditto weather. 8. 30. shipped several heavy seas, carried away the

head rails, and guard iron, split the rudder coat, washed several pots

away, and damaged a quantity of bread in the after gun-room. 10. set the

storm-stay- sails. 10. 30. more moderate, in first reef of fore-sail, and

set it.

MR. EDITOR, London, March 19th, 1811.

ACCEPT
the thanks of an officer of the nary, for the hint you gave

the first Lord of the Admiralty, in the NAVAL CHRONICLE for last

month; as it has produced from him a letter to the Navy Office, desiring to

know the reason that the half- pay cannot be promptly paid, (as is the case

in the army) after it becomes due
;
and the consequence of his letter is, that

we have been paid this week, to Christmas; which never before was the

case, till the latter end of April, or, in some instances, till May. This,

therefore, must convince the navy at large, of the necessity of supporting

such a valuable publication as yours ;
and although my letter is anonymous, it

may not be the less unacceptable to you, when you reflect that it comes

from one of the class of officers whom you have been instrumental in being

of essential service to.

That you will persevere in offering your judicious and well-timed hint?,

till we are brought upon a level with the army, is the sincere hope of a

WELL-WISHER TO THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.*

* Devoted as the NAVAL CHRONICLE is, to the general interests of the navy,
its conductors cannot but be gratified at any good which their exertions may be

productive of to the service. Attached to no party, it is far from their wishes to

become the assailants of the higher powers , but, anxious for the cause of justice,

and that the brave defenders of the country may be deprived of none of their

hardly-earned rights and privileges, their page* will alwayi be open to temperate

remonstrance, and fair discussion. ED.
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CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

XLVII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONXB.

THE SAN JUAN PRINCIPE.

rIE subjoined letter is written from Gibraltar by Mr. Alexander

Wilson, son of Mr. Wilson, watchmaker, in Kelso; and while we
admire the heroism he displayed in the melancholy circumstances which

called it forth, we are pleased with the simplicity and modesty which

characterize the narrative .

"
Gibraltar, April 19, 1810.

" On Sunday, the 5th inst. I witnessed a scene of horror I never caa

forget A Portuguese frigate, the San Juan Principe, Captain R: J. F. Lobo,
was reported to be wrecked on the east coast, about four miles from the

Spanish lines. About eight o'clock in the morning, I could plainly perceive,
with a glass, the vessel dismasted, and a great number of men on board.

A friend of mine, Mr. Masser, and I, immediately took horse, and arrived

on the beach about nine. We found the ship had almost at that instant

gone to pieces, and about 200 men were floating on the fragments of the

wreck, and driving towards the mouth of a small river, which was swelled

by the late rains. At the same time a most tremendous sea set in, which

had raised a bank of sand at its mouth. A number of Spaniards were

looking on. I instantly plunged into the river, and found I could ford it

about shoulder deep. Mr. Masser followed me, and four or five Spaniards

imitated our example. For two hours we were employed in snatching from

a watery grave the unfortunate creatures, who were clinging to pieces of

timber, and dashing every moment upon the bank of sand, and upon each

other. I with great difficulty saved Captain Lobo ; he was driving upon
a piece of the vessel, almost exhausted and senseless the next breaker, in

all probability would have been his end. I dragged out the second captain,

and shortly after a lieutenant, who expired, on my landing him on the

beach
;

I likewise saved a midshipman, as did Mr. Master, the purser :

these are all the officers saved.

" The crew consisted of 315, out of which there are 11 G survivors. I

pledge you my word more than two-thirds of that number owe their lives to

Mr. Masser's exertions and my own. One officer and four men died in my
arms, from being bruised and exhausted before I could land them. Many
a poor fellow we were obliged to let go, from the quantity of wood driving

about in every direction, and saw them dashed to pieces on the sand. The

sight was most dreadful; but the cause we were embarked in nerved our

rras. About half-past twelve, nine of the unhappy sufferers remained on
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the last piece of the wreck. Many about this time arrived from the garri-

son, and with their assistance, four of them were got ashore. Mr. Masser

and myself had many hair-breadth escapes; he was, at one time, swept

from his feet by a breaker ;
I was most fortunately near him, and, making

a dash, caught hold of his coat, as he was floating into the surge, and, by

the assistance of one of the Spaniards, saved him and a sailor. I was, as

you may suppose, very poorly for some time, from the bruises and over

exertion ;
but I am now recovered."

After detailing a number of more minute particulars, the writer con-

cludes his letter with the following apostrophe
" God grant that I may

never witness so melancholy a sight again ;
but should that be my fate,

God grant that I may have it in my power to be equally serviceable !

"

THE AURORA.

THE
Aurora baric, of London, on her passage from Quebec with a

cargo of timber, bound to Sheerness and Chatham, encountered a

very heavy gale of wind on the 22d of November last, in lat. 51 15' N.

long 32 30' W. in which all her boats were stove, nearly all her provi-

sions, and every article on deck, washed overboard, and her bowsprk

sprung; when the hardships of her unfortunate crew commenced, the only

article of provision left was a little bread, sufficient only to supply their

wants for the short space of twenty-four hours, then at the distance of

1,000 miles from the Land's End. On the 26th following, after enduring

all the hardships imaginable for four days, during three of which they had

been without food, and reduced to a most deplorable state, being almost

deprived of raiment, and their limbs frost-bitten, a more terrible gale of

wind than that experienced on the 22d came on, in which the vessel tell

over on her broadside, which accident released from the horrors of an ex-

pected but untimely end the 1st and 2d mates, two seamen, and two boys,

who were washed overboard and perished. The remainder of the crew,

consisting of the captain and three seamen, were obliged, for the preserva-

tion of life, to cling to the side of the wreck, in which situation they

remained eight hours. During this period, the main and mizen-masts,

fore-top-mast, and back-stay went by the board, soon after which she again

righted, but was full of water; however, this afforded another retreat for

the unfortunates, as they were then enabled to get into the fore-top, where

nfter some hours, they secured themselves from the violence of the sea.

The decks of the vessel then blew up, and strange to tell, these men
endured all llie horrors of starvation for the further space of seven days,
when on the 2d of December, in lat. 47 50' N. long. 23 3e' W. the ship
Maida hore in sight, and bore down on the vessel, not perceiving at first

that any of the crew remained on board. On nearing her, some men were

discovered in the fore-top, and in consequence a boat was hoisted out to

bring them off, when they had for eleven days been kept alive by sucking the

ropes, which afforded them the water gathered there during the heavy
rains, One of them appeared iu a, dead state, and the others were senseless
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and in a most horrible condition
; no intelligence as to their hardships

could be obtained fro:n them until within three or lour days previous to the
Maida's arrival at Plymouth. Two English merchant brigs hove in sight at
the time the crew were in the midst of their sufferings, to one of which

Captain Fleck held out a red handkerchief, which remained flying some
hours

; but this only tended to increase their misery, as no notice was taken
of their signal of wretchedness, and both vessels proceeded on their course.

During the gale, in which part of the crew were washed overboard, one of
the li:tle boys, nf respectable connections, clung to the captain, who could
have saved him, had he been enabled to gain a rope, but that was impossi-
ble, and they were separated by a most awful sea. The captain and his

seamen, on their arrival at Plymouth, were extremely ill
; and it was

expected that each of them would be obliged to have a limb amputated, in

consequence of their sufferings by a most severe frost that came on during
the time they remained on the wreck. One of the men died soon after his

arrival.

THE SARAH.

>ET\VEEN three and four o'clock in the evening of the 2 1st of De-

cember, about three hours before the time of high water, a vessel

was observed close in shore, a little to the west of Redness Point, near

\V~hitehaven, in a very dangerous situation ; the tempest having increased

to a hurricane. Crowds of people hastened to the spot, numbers of lan-

terns were shewn, and several fires kindled amongst the rocks. The un-

fortunate men (ten in number) on board the vessel were distinctly seen at

intervals ; but the roaring of the winds and the waves was so great, that

nothing else could be heard, nor could any assistance whatever be given.

The vessel had grounded with her head to the sea, and had two anchors

out. After a most awful and afflicting suspense, a little before nine

o'clock she went to pieces, and all on board perished, except one man,
who was washed on shore, lashed to a part of the stern ! She proved to

be the Sarah, Carmont, of and for Liverpool, from America, laden with

timber, and had been thirteen weeks upon ihe passage.

A SLOOP, NAME UNKNOWN.

A LETTER from Captain Maurice, GovetHor of Anholt, to Vice-

**- admiral Sir James Sauraarez, dated December 3, 1810, contains the

following passage :

" On Monday, November 2G, a sloop had anchored during the night

close in wiih the beach
; the wind on the next day blowing dreadfully hard,

a bottle was picked up from her with a letter from Mr. Irwiu, stating their

perilous situation: it blew too hard to attempt relieving her. The next

morning another letter came, still more lamentable : the life-boat was

JRato* tityron. C3of. XXV. 2 r
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launched and put off, aud the life-shell throvYii, both of which failrtl i

getting to her. The Cenlinel gun-br.'g was telegraphed to send a boat to

render assistance, which succeeded in getting to her most delightfully, and

four passengers got into the boat to go on board ; when about ten yard*
i'ruiu the sloop a sea turned her completely over, and melancholy to relate,

the whole (eleven in Dumber) perished in the waves; amongst them Mr.

Irwin, a merchant carrying on extensive trade at this island, and whose

zeal in getting us supplies could not be excelled. His amiable disposition

and gentlemanly manners had gained him the esteem of the whole garrison,

and no one more deeply deplores his unfortunate end than myself; indeed

the accident has caused a great depression in all our spirits."

PLATE CCCXXXII.

MOUNT Etna, now called Monte Gibello, or Mongibello, is a moun-

tain of Sicily, situated on the eastern part of the island, in the valley

of Demona, and celebrated on account of its volcano. Pinkerton,* aftct

describing Vesuvius, observes that that mountain,
"
placed by the side of

Etna, would seem a small ejected hill, the whole circuit of its base not

exceeding 30 miles, while Etna covers a space of 180, and its height above

the sea is computed at about 11,000 feet. This enormous irass is sur-

rounded by smaller mountains, some of which equal Vosuvius in size
;

and while the lava of the latter may devolve its stream for seven miles,

Etna will emit a liquid fire thirty miles in length. The crater of Vesuvius

never exceeds half a mile in circumference, while that of Etna is com-

monly three, and sometimes six miles. Spallanzani has minutely described

the crater of Etna, which many travellers have protended to visit. It was

an oval, extending from E. to W. enclosed by vast fragments of lava, and

kco.riie; the inner sides being of various declinations, incrusted with orange-
coloured concretions of muri<tt of a.tiinoniac. The bottom was a plain

nearly horizontal, about two-thirds of a mile in circumference, with a large

circular aperture, giving vent to * column of white smoke, at the bottom of

which was visible a liquid fiery matter, like metal, boiling in a furnace.

Such is the height of Etna, that the eruptions rarely attain the summit, but

more usually break out at the sides. Near ihe crater begins the region of

perpetual snow and ice; which is followed by the woody region ; vast

lorests of oaks, beeches, firs, and pines, while the upper is almost destitute

of vegetation. In this midiile region also appear chtsnut trees of enormous

size; one in particular distinguished by the name of dl Cento Cu^ulli, the

circumference ef which luis been found to be '204 feet, an amazing plno~
menon of vegetation. Dolomieu has published a minute catalogue of all

the mineral products of Etna ; the lavas being ir.ostly with a basis of

hornblende, while many others are of petrosilex, or the Heralite of the

French : the ejected stones are granitic, or calcareous. Dolomieu asserts

* Vide PIXKBRTO.V* Modern Geography, Vol. I. page 633.
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that Etna may be said to be surrounded with columns of basalt, which he

calls prismatic lava ; but Spallnnzani observes that he has carefully

examined the shore, which is volcanic for near 23 miles,
' one third

1

of it

beginning at Catania, and proceeding to Casteilo di Jaci, consists of prisms
more or less characterized, and such as they have been described by M.
Dolomieu

; but the other two thirds, though equally composed of lavas with

the former, and for the most part falling perpendicularly into the sea, have

no such figure; and only present here and there irregular fissures, and

angular pieces, such as are generally observable in all lavas, which separate
more or less on their congelation.'

"

The eruptions of Mount Etna are generally preceded by earthquakes,
which frequently do more damage than the eruptions. The violent

earthquakes, which began on the 5th of February, 1783, engaged the

attention of all Europe, and the phenomena attending them have been

recorded in the transactions of various learrved societies.

All the coasts of Sicily afford good fisheries ; particularly for tunnies.*

NAVAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Brief Description ofa wrought Inox itioveable CAISSON with a nuldfr, for

DOCKING a SHIP, while riding at her moorings, in any depth oftcater,

tearing her keel dry in three hours, without removing her stores or iwsfs.

A model for docking a FIRST HATE
$,'a/;,

on a scale of one eighth ofa\

inch to afoot is now readyfor inspection.

VTJIS caisson or floating dock is made of wrought iron, half an v

thick, 220 feet long, 64 feet wide, and 30 feet deep, and will w-

about 400 tons, with a stanch six feet wide on the top, for the worktne//er

stand upon, and, also, to STRENGTHEN the caisson. "the

The weight of this caisson, when immersed in water, is nearly 350 tthe

but, for reasons mentioned below, it is rendered nearly buoyant, bt

surrounded by an air receptacle capable of suspending the whole we*

with great exactness, and which is riveted to it in such a manner as a 1 "ie

strengthen the caisson, and support the principal shoars from the sir tll "e

\Vhile light, this caisson will draw nine feet of water : when ta"

ship intended to be docked, the water is to be let into it a.

plug-hole in the bottom, and it is to be suffered to sink uut
"

is even with the surface of the water, the air tube still ke<
ame hei ht that

A small quantity of air is then to be discharged, by openi
1

the air receptacle, until a quantity of water is let in j ug'pendicular depth

-inpressed at the

* For farther descriptive particulars of Mount Etna, tide
me Slven out to

through Sicily and Malta, Vol. I,
ut only t0 ive
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the caisson below the ship's bottom. This bciiig effected, the caisson

(nearly buoyant) is then to be raised to the surface of the water, by ropes
made fast from the caisson to each quarter of the ship. A pump, placed

within the caisson, is then to be worked by a steam engirt of 12 horse

power, placed in a barge alongside, which will empty it in. three hours, and

reduce the draft eight feet of water; that is, from 26 t'.> 18 ftet; when she

may be carried up into shoal water, if required, ov alongside wluu'is, or

jetty heads of the dock-yards.

The ship's sides and bottom tending to fall outwards, by their own weight,

and the sides and bottom of the caisson lending to be forced inwards, by
the external pressure of the water, it is obvious, that by placing props, or

shoars between, both will be supported, while the ship will ride with all

her stores G.I board, and masts standing, nearly as easy as when in water.

hould inconvenience be apprehended at any time from blowing wea-

ther, the caisson may be cast off and let fall to the bottom, where it can-

not be injured, and whence it may be raised to the ship's bottom again at

pleasure, with as little labour as weighing an anchor.

The caisson will be 1'j feet above water when there is a first rate ship in

it ; this is a sufficient^ height to prevent the sea breaking over.

By this plan p. ship may have her bottom examined, and be out of

dock again in rjx hours, without coming above the Nore, and without un-

dergoing th;tf
-

tedious process of unshipping and reshipping her stores,

waiting f jt spring tides, or fair wind, to enable her to reach or to return

from t
l

je dock, which, on an average, now requires three months, accom-

panied with an expense of nearly 10,0001. a month in
wa^es,

subsis-

tence, ic. &c.
r
jfhis plan may be practised in all countries, where there are no dry docks

if flowing of tide.

''hips on many foreign stations when requiring to be docked arc now
*C

t-d to be sent home, at a great expense of money and waste of time,
C

rs being sent to replace them. This may be avoided in future. Docks

.

8U
2 in England may be sent out in pieces of five or six tons, with the

C
'[issary rivets and bolts, and ready to be put together where they may be

wii

g
.ted.

n rom estimation, we find, that a caisson capable of docking a firit rate

ill not cost above nineteen or twenty thousand pounds, (for

and smaller ships, the size and cost will be proportionably
'

t| judging from the duration of wrought iron SALT PASS, will last 20
'ot

-

VCCt'

size ,

; u'repair. When worn out, it will break up and sell for one third

circumference <st>

menon of vegejg this caisson, adapted to the local circumstances, ships

the mineral prats' ships, with all their stores and cargoes on board, can be

hornblende, who wharfs and store-houses, wherc'thc depth of water is not

French : the ejc ship's draft.

* K
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HOLLOW IRON MASTS.

A Model of one for a first rate ship, on a scale of one-eighth of an inch to

afoot, is now readyfor inspection.

THIS
mast, the cylinder being half an inch thick, and the same height

and diameter as a wood mast, will not be so heavy, will be consider-

ably stronger, much more durable, less liable to be injured by shot, arid

can be easily repaired, even at sea. It will weigh only 12 tons, and at

451. per ton, will not cost more than 5-401. while its strength will be nearly

fifty per cent, above that of a wooden mast, that weighs 23 tons, and costs

nearly 1,2001.

This mast is made to strike nearly as low as the deck, to ease the ship
in a heavy sea ships furnished with wooden masts are in such circum-

stances obliged to cut them away : ships furnished with iron masts will

not, like others, be exposed to the risk of receiving damage from light-

ning. The iron mast being itself an excellent conductor, by using an iron
,

bolt from the bottom of the mast, through the kelson and keel, the electric

matter will be conducted through the bottom of the ship into the water,

without injury to the ship,

Yards and bowsprits may also be made of wrought irofy at the same

proportion of strength and expense as the mast, and chain shrouds and

stays of iron, which may be used with those masts, will not cost half the

expense of rope, while they will also prove ten times more durable. For

many other purposes in shipping, wrought iron, employed as a substitute for

the materials now in use, would have as great advantages as in the articles

above-mentioned. Even the whole hull may be made of wrought iron.

SELF-ACTING SOUNDER.

This contrivance consists of a glass tube, having one end open and the other

close, with a valve at the open end, opening inwards by the pressure of the

zt-ater, thereby allowing the air to be compressed in the upper part of the

tube into a lessa^ace.

'IIILE this tube is made to sink below the surface of the water, the

air which it contains becomes gradually compressed, and the tube

receives a quantity of water proportioned to the depth to which it has

descended. When the sounder is drawn up out of the water, the index

shews the depth to which the sounder has descended by the valve at its

mouth closing, and retaining the water in the tube at the same height that

it was when the sounder left the bottom of the sea.

This sounder shews, with sufficient accuracy, the perpendicular depth

of water, by the degree of space into which the air is compressed at the

upper end of the glass tube, and not from the quantity of line given out to

jt, no attention whatever of the seaman being necessary, but only to give
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it length enough : neither has the diagonal direction which the current give*

the line the smallest effect on the index,* which always shews the exact

perpendicular depth of water at the time of leaving the bottom of the sea.

HYDROGRAPHY.

ATLANTIC OCEAN.

ACCORDING
to a letter published for the benefit of navigators, 3

ledge of rocks, almost level with the water, about the length of tvu

ships, but very narrow, was discovered on Thursday, 11. July, 1745, by

Captain Charles Knowles, of IL M. S. Devonshire,i in latitude N. 44
~
CO'

by a good observation; the longitude was computed to be about 33 E.

from Anguilla. That officer afterwards reckoned 19 degrees 21 minutes

more longitude from the rocks to the Lizard ; which, if the discovery could

be depended upon, would place this danger in longitude 2 1~ 35' \V. fro:n

Greenwich : and the nearest land would be the Xorth point of C'orvo, one

of the Azores; which is considered as the most westerly terrestrial position

classed in the European quarter of the globe, and lies in latitude Z'j'

and longitude 31 10'. This brings to mind the rock so confidently asserted

to exist about 100 leagues S.W. from Cape St. Vincent; sind the land so

often beard of to the westward of Ireland, which the late Admiral Rod-

ney has been understood to have cruised, in search of.* Without attaching

* Hie index being calculated for salt water, cr.e thirty-second part should be

added when in fresh water for the different densities.

t \~itle memoir of the late Admiral Sir Charles Knowles, NAVAL CHEONICH,
VoJ, I. page 109.

Captain Rodney was expressly employed to investigate the existence of a sup-

posed island which Captain W. Ot ton, commander of ihe snow, Si. Paul, believed lie

bad discovered about 300 leagues W. of Sully, as appears by the following extract

from his journal :
" 4 March, 1748-9, at two P.M. made land, which bore

N.K. 7 leagues by estimation. At 5 tacked, being then about three leagues from

laid land ;
wind E.S.E. latitude per observation, 49 40' longitude 21 SO' irout

the Lizard. This bland stretches X.W. and S.B. about 5 li-agur: long, and

about 9 miles wide. On the S. side fine valleys end a great number of birds.

March 5, said island bure X. 3 leagues, and a reef of rocks N.W. 3 miles. This

day a ship's masts came alongside. On lite S. poiut" of said island is a

marshy islet."

Captain Otton alto thought he saw a tent on the Island, and would have gone
on shore, but had unfortunately sloven his boat. Captain M. Mackenzie, author

of several useful sea-charts, attended Captain Ho-: < c of many

day?. The men on the look-out at the mist-head were more than once deceived,

by fog-banks. About the sixth or seventh day, branches of trees, uit't their Uuiet

pn, were observed; aUo flights of gulls, and pieces of weed, which are reputed

ligas of land. Aune, however, was discovered.



A LIST OF- BRITISH SHIP3 OF WAR, LOST, &C. IX 1810. **3

too much credit to an? of these pretended discoveries, the subject most be
admitted to be of such immense interest to navigation, that it would be

very desirable to collect and record the multiplied statements of submarine

dangers in the ocean* which are disseminated in the w riling* of voyagers

bdoijgiu
T to almost all nations.

A LIST OF BRITISH SHIPS OF WAR, LOST, TAKEX, OR
DESTROYED, IX THE YEAR 1810.

A. sloop, of 13 guns, built in 1808, commanded by T. Pinto;
wrecked in Uie West Indies, early in the year, crew saved.

1 Boar, sloop, of 10 guns, built in 1808, commanded by T. Burton j

lost off Scilly, in February.

Cuckoo, schooner, of 8 guns, built in 1806, commanded by Lieutenant

S. H. Padden; lost near Haarlem, 4th April, crew sored, but made pri-

soner?

Diana, gun-brig, of 14 guns, purchased in 1807, commanded by Lieute-

nant \Viu. Kempthorce ; lost at the island of Rodriguez in May, crew

sared.

La Fleche, sloop, of 16 guns, taken , commanded by G. Hew-
*>n ; lost off the Elbe, 24th May, crew saved.

Alban, cutter, of 10 guns, built in 1806, commanded by Lieutenant

Samuel Thomas ; taken 24th May, by several Danish gun-boats, after a

brave resistance, in which the commander was slain.

:er, cutter, of 10 guns, built in 1810, commanded by Lieutenant D.

Miller ; lost on the coast of France, 24th May, crew saved, but made pri-

soner?.

Lively, frigate, of 38 guns, built in 1804, commanded by George M'Kin-

ley ; lost on the rocks near Malta, 96th August, crew saved.

*
Xtrtide, frigate, of 36 guns, taken in 1797, commanded by G. N.

-

.iui, frigate, uf 86 guns^ built in 1797, commanded by
Samuel P}iv>; Magicienue, of 33 guns, taken in 1782, commanded by
Luc: ;.nd *

Iphigeuia, of 36 guns, bought in 1808, commanded

I'V tlt,:ry Lambert, lost 26th August. The French frigates, BeUoua, of

43, Mir.crve, ... . sloop, of 20, and Ceylon, captured Indiaruan,

of SO cui^ . ^eu refuge in Port South East, Isle of France, Captain

Pym, in the Sirins, accompanied by the Nereide, Magicienne, and Iphige-

nia, made an attempt to capture them, which in the onset promised the

niO;t complete success; but il failed from the intricacy of the harbour.

In standing in to the attack, the Sirius and o unfortunately

grounded on an unknown sand-bank ; and after the most strenuous

tious had been used in vain to get them otf, were blown up by ibeir ovru

* Those ui&rkeU * are now iu the British uavy.
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TLe Ncreide done gained her station, but baring sustained

i fire of all the enemy's reads, and numiiiiai batteries, she was
; :. .. '-.-'.:

~
. .'..- :>c .:

aiow, laria^ itst Aireai a!i her opponents OB shore. She had

1OO tilled and wounded ; amongst die latter was her heroic commander,

who aohiy icftmod to quithb wounded ulupmntes, although a boat was seat

from the Sirius to bring him off, Tie French acknowledge a loss of 37

killed, aad 112 wounded. The IphigemB, after the action, having boded

the crews of the Sims and Mapcienne on the Isle de la Passe, (a small

fortified place at the entrance of Port Sooth East, taken from the French

by assaulta fern days before) renamed to protect then; bat on the 23th

ofAugust, being uV wkulf of water and provisoes, was compelled to sar-

itaiki, tuguhei itn tfce crews of the two frigates, and the whole of the

faces on the TI
II-J. to four French frigates, by which thej woe block-

aded. TheXereide and Ipbigaua bare since been retaken.

* L'JLfnoiae, of 38 gpns, take* in 1891, roaiaiiniiiil bj XL Corbet ;

atrock to the Astree and fpliigiali, French (rigates, Septanber 15, after *
off the Isle of France. Captain Corbet was

died soon after the action dosed. Tbe kxssof the

Britidi was 56 kiDed and Tl womded: whie the French were taking

the Boadicea, J. Rowier, Otter, 18, and Staunch gn&-br% bore

to whom they rcfinanhed their prize withoat any reastanoe.

*
Certaft, of 36 gons, fanhasfd in 1805, (boilt in India of teak) com-

manded bjCharks Gordon; caponed 18th September, with General Aber-

mnWij on board, by the Venus, French frigate, of44 guns, and 380 men,
and the Victor, of90 guns, and ISO men, after a long and determine

liamirr Oa their way to the Isie of France, the Boadicea, Commodore

Rowley, wish the Otter and Stamen, fortunately came op, retook die

Ceylon,and captured the Venus, after a short actioc, and carriedthem both

into the fate of Bombon.

La XjTHpbe, of S2 gwas. taken in 1780, commanded by Edward S.
'

Bribe, (Imit of r) of 39 gens, built in 1504, commanded by C-
.

Jfonke; kston theirman from the Baltic near Donbar, 18lh Dec*

crew szred, m.vy*~n& afeont 2O nxn bekngmg to the Pallas.

limotanr, of74 gons, boill in 1793,
*'-- *~*

by J. Barre-

Ae Haak Sand, near the Texd, 22d December; the 2d iientenent,

KI grant, and 8 raidscipmen, whfa 100 men, saved, but made prisoners ;

the remainder (in aH about 200) ^*^*^g die captain, unfortunately

Saaettke, sfcop, of 16 gnus, bu2t in 1806, commanded by the Hon.

fvimam Bertie j ket in the C3*""*^ with all her crew, in December.

Conflict, goc-bdg, of 12 gpias, bufit in 1801, commandtid by Lieoteoant

J. B. Batt; supposed to hare foundered ia November, with her crew.

Mrnnii-j , gas-brig, of 14 gm*, Uflt in 1801, rnimnamkri by
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of Ifi^n, aad 110 an; tab* offGo*.
Ci. : . .; ".

T : r ;c: *; . : . j >:.:.: -; . . _ . i
"

. 1 .

Cotrfner, Clate Cwmiae, ami ftnafy J&KTC, Bririsb ftipte) of
44SB3H, onSy MamaMed, and 1ST an i takea by due afiaa, JO&M
Bfekioaoe into LX)riac widtaioy ninUe c*rgo Jra lie Ue of
Fra^ it, Ftc.^irr ?.

KweBBtr, of40 goo, 98 aKMastBd, il ITff am. i iaiiaiiiil In f iii

George Scntt, off rise Western biaaifa, afttranHMg adini of a* how,
Feiwarjtl.

LTEafMnncr, of 90 gMK, lafee Land, Dritafc fi^tte; tsira by Ac Uai-

con, A.R. KBIT, from tke Lde of Fnonc^ Apdl 11, watfc a

CauanKie, of 5 gnas, and 61 men; takea bw

f8 gms lAafnuat J. Diefansoa^, aficer a way firilbat coatest, May 1O.

; nVn Hr I*IT Fir*-r, F P Wir^frrrl m tbr Me
17.

la.Yews, 01 44 ^BBS, awl 380 BME, ooamaBaen ny CaamadVme Have*

IJB; L'Jkfiicaiae, of38 pm; *d Ceyloa, of 39 gam, CMaaBwied by
v.oaries Gotdon j fanT^ by oac Btsaoioca, OomKMuve J. Jlttwley, oai nba

Ue ofRonbaai, afierasfaoftactaoa, Sqptc^berlS: die VentsaW Vktor
bad preiiocdhf taken dacCeyion, Briuiii fixate, after a. db^penBe action ;

as aba Ae A&kaiae, bj TAsuce awl Iph^geaia, FIOK& fiigaia.

Dearfe, of 16 gans; rccked off Madagascar, aMSt of decrevpe-
rioiaL

r.irif, of44 gBBS j <Buiu* OB i^'w^ togBAcT wiiu tfae AvBUOBi, Fiowh

(iik4 afiketwds got off and escaped^ by the Dcaea awl Kiabe,
d aAer*rds bmnSed

aw) bmtt under die beavr batUcnes ia that pan, by die boats oftbeDaaa,
caaumided by LaeateaaBt Rove, Decades 24.

la Maodbe, 44, FAsarw, 44, BdUooe, 48, Mnenre, 59, STereida> 36,

Ipiigoia, S6, Virt c, 0, Eanepraia^, 14, aad a ship.Mae
of 14 gns, and & Eon-boats; SHveadeved, nogether na 31

a ladMaaea) to the nxrai aad aaibiaiy fom^aadertBO

of Adaunl Beme and Geaaal Abaoroadrf, at toe bk of

Jnroe, Di-ie...^ ;.
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Palamos, December 13. They were protected by two batteries, and

body of soldiers; the vessels and batteries had been carried with very little

Joss by the seamen and marines that were landed from the boats; but on

their return, unfortunately straggling through the town, they were attacked

by the enemy (who had been greatly reinforced) and 87 taken prisoners,

(including Captain Fane, of the Cambrian, their commander; and 33 were

killed, and 89 wounded.

Mouche, schooner, bound to the Isle of France with despatches; taken

by boarding, by the cutter of the Hesper, S. W. commanded by acting

lieutenant James Nixon, who, with two seamen, were wounded, November*

25; the enemy had two killed, and their commander and four men
wounded.

Spurviere, of 8 guns, and 98 men; taken by the Spartan, Captain Jahleel

Brcnton, in May, after a most gallant and glorious action, maintained

against the Ceres frigate, of 42 guns, and 350 men,, Fame, of 28 guns, and

260 men, Spurviere, of 8 guns, and 98 men, Achilles, of 10 guns, and 80

men, and 8 gun-boats, each carrying one 24 pounder, and 40 men; the

whole of which escaped capture by running under the batteries. The

King of Naples (Murat) was a spectator from the shore. The British ha<l

32 killed and wounded ; amongst the latter was Captain Breuton, very

severely.

Two gun-boats, 34 troop ships; taken by the boats of the Success, under

Captain Ayscough's orders, on the coast of Naples.

Ten transports; taken by the boats of the Thames and Eclair, at Agri-

ole, in the gulf of Salerno, October 8.

Many gun-boats, transports, &c. hare also been captured and destroyed
on the Neapolitan and Calabrian shores, by the British squadron appointed
for the protection of the Island of Sicily, and in which the characteristic

daring and bravery of British seamen have been eminently conspicuous.

The islands of Gaadaloupe, Saint Martins, Eustatius, Saba, Batavia,

Bourbon, and France, with that of Santa Maura, have been captured from

the enemy during the year 1810, by the united exertions, gallantry, and

skill of the navy and army. The island of Banda has also been added to-

our national possession by the heroic and almost incredible bravery of I'M

men, under the command of Captain Cole, of the Caroline, (landed from

the Piechnontaise, Caroline, and Baracouta) who scaled and took by assauls

the strong fort of Belgica, and subsequently compelled to surrender, toge-

ther with the [sland, 700 regular troops, and 300 militia, without the lost

fa single man on the part of the gallant assailants.
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HISTORICAL, DESCRIPTIVE, AND COMMERCIAL PARTICU-

LARS, RELATING TO THE ISLANDS OF BOURBON AND
EODHIGUEZ.

BOUKBON.

TTK)URBON, the sister isle of the Mauritius, as stated in our illustration

*-* of Plate CCCXXXI.* was discovered by the Portuguese, from whom
it received the name of Mascarenhas, in the year 1545. Having been
abandoned by the Portuguese, M. de Flancourt, governor of the French
settlements in Madagascar, took possession of it in 1654, and gave it the

name of Bourbon, in honour of the King of France. Subsequently to the

Revolution, it was known as the Isle de la Reunion; and, still more

recently, as the Isle de Buonaparte, The form of the island is nearly oval :

it is, in length, about CO miles, and, in breadth, 45. It lies about 40 French

leagues to the southward of the Mauritius, and 300 miles to the eastward

of Madagascar j
in longitude 55 20' east of Greenwich, latitude 22 5'

*outh. The whole island is volcanic ; being composed of -two mountains,

the southernmost of which is still burning. M. Bory de St. Vincent, who

visited Bourbon in the year 1802, gives an animated description of the

prospect from the Plton Rouge, a mountain which rises from seventy to

eighty feet above the platform on which it is situated (termed Montagne

Jtuuge, and which is thirty or forty fathoms above the level of the sea)

taking its name, like the mountain it supports, from the colour of the lava

of which it is composed.

Round the island, particularly on the north arid south sides, are many
good roads for shipping ;

but scarcely a single harbour, where ships can

ride secure against those hurricanes which blow during the monsoons.

The coast is at all times dangerous, being surrounded by rocks, sunk a few

feet below the water.

The original French settlers in Bourbon first reared some heads of oxen,

and flocks of sheep, which they had brought with them from Madagascar,

and cultivated such species of herbage as were adapted to the nourisnment

of those animals. In the sequel, however, they enriched the soil with

European grain, vegetables, and i'ruit, especially with such species as were

best suited to the mildness of the climate. The health, ease, and liberty

which the first settlers seemed to enjoyt
induced many of the seamen,

who occasionally touched at the island for the purpose of taking in provi-

sions, to join them.

The island is divided into two unequal parts, one of which, the smallest,

is called-the parched country, on account of the sterility of the soil; but

the other, and the larger division, is by many said to be the most fertile

* Vidt Mup of tke Isle of France, page 144.
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spot in the known world. There are no plains here, but there is a great
numher of heights of gentle ascent, besides some steep mountains, sepa-
rated by narrow vallies. The soil is, generally speaking, as fertile as that

of Madagascar, and the climate infinitely more favourable. The manners
of the inhabitants are perfectly simple and unsophisticated ; and, as at

Madagascar, agriculture is in a most flourishing state. The oxen and sheep
which have been transported from the last mentioned island thrive so much
the better, as care has been taken to introduce their native pasturage, a

species of grass called fatuk. The principal productions of the soil are

wheat, rice, maize, coffee, tobacco, tamarinds, cocoa-trees, gum benjamin,

cotton-trees, aloes, and black and yellow ebony, of which tne 'ast species
is the most esteemed. There are no vines throughout the whole island, yet
.Luillier seems to think the climate and soil are well adapted to their cultiva-

tion. The mountains abound in vast variety of game : wild horses arc to

V>e frequently met with, some of which the inhabitants tame for their own
use ;

and the lakes absolutely swarm with excellent fish.

From the greater part of the trees which grow in the Island of Bourbon,
various precious gums exude The trees of the island are generally lofty,

well adapted for the construction of edifices, but ill calculated for the pur-

poses of ship building, being remarkably hard and ponderous.

According to an authentic private communication which has reached us t

of pretty recent cate, the island, as yet, is cultivated only in those parts

which border upon the sea- shore.

" The windward bide," says our informant,
" which comprehends the

quarters pf St. Dennis,' St. Mary's, St. Andrew's, St. Benoitz, and St. Rose,

are cultivated principally in coffee and cloves. The cultivation of the lattt-r

article, particularly, has increased very considerably within these few years :

they calculate this present year (1810) to produce about :

"
7,000 bales of 100 Ib. French each, of coffee, at St. Dennis and

environs.

"
3,000 ditto, St. Mary's.

9,000 ditto, St. Susannas, St. Andrews, and those who ship at Canu
borne.

"
25,000 ditto, St. Benoiu.

"
8,000 ditto, St. Rose.

52,000

"
They begin, in these places, to gather their coffee in the month of

Alarch, and continue until the month of August ; at which time they are

engaged in the height of their gathering, and continue until the month of

October, when their coffee is mostly peeled and put into the magazines of

dk, ot, from which they take a receipt, and with that receipt purchase any
articles they may want, or rather furnish themselves with every necessary

they have occasion for during th.e ensuing season ; the receipt of the keep-
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rs of the magazines of depot passing as a currency throughout the island,

at the rate of ten Spanish dollars per 100 Ib. of coffee.*

" With regard to the cloves, they are gathered somewhat later. They
commence about the last of October, and finish in December. Very little

trouble or expense is necessary for the preparation of this article for mar-

ket, which has induced almost every planter to windward to raise more or

less. It is only thirty years since the clove tree was brought to Bourbon,
and it was many years afterwards kept as a matter of curiosity. The advan-

tage, however, of its culture, has been found to be so great of late, that,

from this parent tree, many rich planters ha.e from fifteen hundred to two

thousand irees, which will produce them, upon an average, from JO to

15 Ib. of cloves each annually. The usual price of cloves is about one-

third of a Spanish dollar per French pound; and the quantity which it is

calculated will be produced this year, (1810) is at least four millions

pounds weight, or forty thousand bags of 100 Ib. French. This article is

shipped partly to Bengal and other parts of India, and partly to Europe;
some little has been sent to America

; but, as it is only within eight or ten

years that any considerable quantity has been exported from the island, it

is not yet so well known in this latter place as to induce orders for large

*
Respecting the culture, produce, and quality, of the Bourbon coffee, the

French writer, Savary, in his Commercial Dictionary, gives the following

account : r ,

" The wild coffee shrub grows spontaneously in the island of Bourbon, and

upon it has been ingrafted the Mocha plant. At first this union did not produce

the most felicitous offspring, but the perseverance of some of the inhabitants at

length convinced the world, that the French coffee of the island of Bourbon

would soon supplant that of Mocha. In effect, from an analysis of, and some ex-

periments tried iu France upon the new coffee, it appeared evident that the

scud had become so perfectly naturalized to the soil of the island, as not only to

equal the Arabian coffee in the different effects attributed to the latter, but in

some respects to surpass it by many decrees. This probably arose from the ex-

cellent mode of cultivation adopted by the inhabitants of the island, and from the

ariicle nut beins; kept M> long at sea as that of Arabia, a circumstance to which

many of the evil qualities of Levant coffee are jusly attributed. The Frencli

Company have for a considerable period employed a person at Mocha for the sole

purpose of ascertaining every secret of the art of cultivating the coffee shrub at

it is there practised. This scheme has proved so successful, that the plantations

of Bourbon become annually better aud better, and it is not to be doubted that

the settlers will soon carry the cultivation of this important article of merchandize

to the very pinnacle of perfection. The coffee shrub of Bourbon is, nevertheless,

subject to a dreadful species of devastation. A sort of wood-lice infests the plan-

tations, and injures the shrubs so materially, as frequently to destroy entire crops

in embryo. It has been observed, in the island of Bourbon, that each shrub

annually produces a pound of coffee. The fruit ripens here, and is gathered in a

dry season, winch gives it infinite advantage over the coffee of the West Indies, th

latter being invariably gathered ia the wet season.''
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quantities. I, however, tliink, that a cargo or two will be lent to America
tliis year. Its specific weight is about one-third less than coffee.

" The quarter of St. Mary's and St. Susanna are cultivated principally in

cotton. This article 1ms for a long time been nt a low price and dull sale,

which has greatly diminished the number of plantations, where they for-

merly cultivated it with great success; nor will it ever recover its vigour

until a permanent peace shall render to the manufactories of Great Britain

and France the resources thcv have been deprived of by tlve war. The

quality is well known to be equal to any in the world, and the price it

usually one fourth of a Spanish dollar per Ib.

" At St. Benoitz, they also raise a small quantity of cocoa, which in

quality is equal to that of the Caraccas. The quantity of four or five thou-

sand pounds, which they now produce, cannot be a matter of speculation ;

but this article is susceptible of being extended to a very great degree, as

it requires less care, and succeeds well in land which will not answer for

coffee or cloves.

" The ieeward part of the island, which comprehends St. Paul's, St.

Lew, St. Louis, La Rivierre d'Abord, and St. Joseph, (a quarter yet in its

infancy) produce, say St. Paul's 20,000 bales, and St. Lew 25,000 bales of

coffee annually, besides corn and rice for their slaves. The coffee is

gathered here near a month later than to windward, and is considered of a,

quality superior. It therefore bears rather a higher price.

"
St. Louis and La Rivierre d'Abord produce together, about from eight

to ten thousand bales of coffee. But a considerable quantity of cotton of" a

Tery superior quality is raised here. They likewise cultivate a quantity of

wheat and Indian corn, both of an excellent quality.

" These quarters, with St. Mary's and St. Susanna, produce for the

ronsumption of the island; the overplus is shipped to the Isle of France.

Since the peace, they have in these quarters renewed their cotton planta-

tions, which have not produced very favourably this year, and it is to be

feared they will be neglected again if the war continues. However, as

much of their land is only proper for the cultivation of cotton, you may
always calculate upon a million and a half pounds weight of cotton being

raised in these and the two former quarters. The last quarter of St. Joseph

can only be said to produce as yet about one thousand bales of coffee, and

a quantity of cloves greater in proportion.
' The roads of St. Dennis and St. Paul's are the only safe roads for a

ship of any considerable burthen, nor are they always considered secure.

From the month of October to the mouth of March is considered the best

season ;
and it is scarcely known, during the intermediate months, that any

vessel has met with a serious misfortune. Fr< m March to October, pre-

caution should always be taken, and vessels should slip and get under

weigh in time, as the rollers come in very heavy, with a westerly wind.

" The anchorage is good, both in St. Dennis and St. Paul';-, but best in

the latter; and the Bay of St. Paul's is almost always smooth
aij[

convenient

to load. All vessels are loaded with canoes, and it is done with imrueuit
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despatch. The duty of one dollar and a half per bale of coffee shipped on

board foreign, or half a dollar per hale shipped on board French vessels

will always keep the first cost coffee low at Bourbon.

" The planters in this island are much in debt to the merchants at the

Isle of France, for their annual supply of wines, cloths, and other necessa-

ries, which oblige them to send most of their produce to the Mauritius for

sale; which subjects them to heavy charges and considerable risk. They
nre therefore very desirous to induce strangers to come direct to Bourbon

with their cargoes and specie, and purchase the coffee, cotton, and cloves,

direct from the first hands, which would certainly be a mutual benefit.

But the Isle of France merchants are so much oppposed to
it, that every

obstacle has been thrown in the way ;
and no doubt the new duty of one

dollar per lOUlb. more than formerly on all coffee shipped on board

strangers.
" The population of Bourbon is more considerable than that of th

Isle of France. There are at least sixteen thousand white persons, scat-

tered about in the different cantons, and at least ninety thousand slaves are

employed in its cultivation. A very considerable slave trade is carried on,

and many planters in Bourbon have not half the number of slaves they could

employ to advantage."

Previously to our capture of Bourbon and the Mauritius, a constant and

pretty regular communication was maintained between those islands, by
means of swift sailing packet boats called Avisos; and as the course is so

short that the boats were advertised, by signals displayed on the heights, of

the particular position of any British ships, that might be seen from tha

islands, they almost constantly contrived to elude the vigilance of our

ruisers.

RODRIGUEZ.

RODRIGUEZ, or Diego Rias, the minor island of the group, but the first

in the order of our late operations, was also discovered by the Portuguese,

at the same time as the Mauritius and the Isle of Bourbon. It lies 10O

leagues eastward from the Isle of France, in longitude 57 32' east from

Greenwich, latitude 19 30' south.

During the persecution of the Protestants in France, seven gentlemen of

that persuasion took refuge in the island, and formed an establishment,

which, however, they were soon forced to abandon, especially through the

listlessness occasioned by the want of female companions. During their

stay, the first cocoa-nuts were floated to the island in a state of germina-

tion, and planted by them on the beach. A memorandum of their

stay was buried near the spot, and will probably be found if diligentlj

searched for.

The luxuriancy of the island of Rodriguez, and its capabilities of produc-

tion, if cultivated, are highly spoken of. But, though it* fruits and culi-

ary productions are even now in great plenty and of excellent quality, the
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grand staple commodities of subsistence cannot with its present population

be produced in sufficient abundance to support the colony without having

frequent recourse to the importation of such articles.

It would certainly be a very desirable tiling that the island should bft

supplied with cultivating hands ; but from what source they are to be sup-

plied must be left to the wisdom of government to determine.

The subjoined extracts from letters, dated successively on the 17th and

20th of August, and the 3d of September, 1809, present some interesting

particulars :

"
August 17. Here are three European Frenchmen, (two married) they

have many slaves, both men, women, and children : these people say they

have been on the island for 12 or 13 years; they have some very neat

gardens, plenty of oranges and limes
; the island seems to have plenty of

orange, poppy, and lime trees, pine apples, callabaehes, pumpkins, chil-

lies, and many other plants; I have seen very few birds on the island

except gulls ; it is the finest place for fish that ever I was in
;

the finest

mullet 1 ever saw, and indeed all sorts of excellent fish. The landing

place is very indifferent, being very rocky. The island cuts but a poor

appearance as yet ;
it is very mountainous and rocky, but where there is s

plain it seems to be a very fine soil. I have this day begun to make a gar-

den on a very fine spot ; I hope I shall have success. Cocoa-nut trees I

have only seen eight or nine ; some few brab trees and date."

u
August 20. I have taken atrip this afternoon about three miles; the

soil seems to be good in the level parts of the island ; 1 saw a great many
brab trees, but they are very low, nut of any use for building, only the

leaves for covering; plenty of sugar cane and very large; I had the curio-

sity to measure one of the canes, and found it was seven inches in circum-

ference. I also found some carrots and callabahes, of much the same

size as they are in Bombay, and also some plantain trees. I saw no bird*

but a parrot and flying fox during the whole of my journey."
"

September 3. On landing here we found three Frenchmen (tvv

married) and from 70 to 80 slaves: they received us very friendly, appa-

rently, but from what we have seen of them, I fancy they are not to be

trusted ; however, a short time will shew. The island is certainly a very
fine one, and equal to any thing respecting the cultivation, the soil being

very rich. Several seeds, both of European and Indian vegetables, have

been sown and thrive very well, so I expect in the course of six months we
hall have plenty of vegetables. There is very little stock belonging to the

French on the island, their return is only 17 cows and bulls, 10 sheep,
203 goats, about 25 turkeys, and a small quantity of fouls, so we have

not much to expect from them. There is plenty of fish here, and very

fine, though the settlers say there are some poisonous ; however, we have

not experienced any bad effects. We always boil silver with them ; but

ume have found the silver turn black, and of course did not eat tho fuJj.**
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PLATE CCCXXXIII.

"130RTO PRAYA is a town and harbour of St. Jago, the most fruitful

*- and best inhabited of all the Cape de Verd Islands. Captain Cook,

who anchored at Porto Praya, on his second voyage, thus describes the

harbour :

" Port Praya is a small bay, situated about the middle of the south side

of the island of St. Jago. The water is tolerable, but scarce, and bad

getting off, on account of a great surf on the beach. The refreshments to

be got here are bullocks, hogs, goats, sheep, poultry, and fruits. The goats
are of the Antelope kind, so extraordinarily lean, that hardly any thing can

equal them; and the bullocks, hogs, and sheep, are not much better. Bul-

locks must be purchased with money; the price at that time was 12 Spanish
dollars a-head, weighing between 250 and 300 pounds. Other articles may
be got from the natives in exchange for old clothes, &c. The sale of bul-

locks is confined to a company of merchants, to whom this privilege is

granted, and who keep an agent residing on the spot."

Porto Praya has long been a place where the outward-bound Guinea and

Indiamen (whether English, French, or Dutch) have been accustomed to

touch at for water and refreshments; but few of them call on their return,

to Europe. The town consists of about a "hundred small huts, one story

high, built of wood, thinly scattered. It has a fort, or battery, upon the

summit of a bill, which entirely commands the harbour; and, were it pro-

perly mounted and garrisoned, it would be a place of great strength. It is,

however, almost in ruins. The jjaol is the best building, and next to that

the church. The Governor resides in a small wooden barrack, at the

, extremity of the plain, commanding a view of the bay and shipping. Earl

Macartney, on his embassy, was received by him with due honour and

respect; but as he had shared in the general wretchedness, occasioned by

the long drought and arid winds, which at that time prevail, he had neither

wine nor any other refreshments to offer.

Porto Praya is situated in longitude 23 51' W. of Greenwich ; latitude,

14
a

53' 30" N.

Errata, in the Description of Plate cccxxxr.

f
9

PACE 145, line^ 16 for Piter Bart, read Piter Boot.

128

24, for Ascerns, read Asrerno.

146, dele the paragraph beginning The Abbe Raynsrf.

jfecft. <&ron, 2JoL XXV. 2 H
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FRENCH DOCUMENTS RESPECTING THE LATE NAVAL
OPERATIONS IN THE INDIAN SEAS.

rWillAT the future hi:-torian, as well as the contemporary reader, may>
-- be in possession of all the facts and documents respecting the late

naval operations in the Indian Seas, it is our intention, in addition to the

British Letters on Service, already given,* to preserve the whole of the.

French Reports, &c. upon the subject. These, with our Map of the Isl

ofFrsmce,t and the consequent illustrative particolars, relating to that

island,* to "the Isle of Bourbon, and to Rodriguez, ||
will exhibit a series

of well digested historical, militarv, and commercial information, respect-

ing our newly-acquired insular possessions, superior, we presume, to what.

can be met with in any other publication.

We shall commence the French Document*, with the following

"
Report of Captain Dupcrre, commanding a Squadron of fiis Imperial

Majesty 's Forces.

" The events which have succeeded each other with such rapidity under

your eyes, have not allowed me a moment, since my arrival, to acquaint you
with the operations of the squadron undr my command duriog my late

cruise. I hasten to discharge this duty.
"

Having sailed on the 14th of last March, the squadron proceeded to

the latitude you had appointed, in which it captured two vessels, one from

China, and the other from Bengal. On the 1st of June, as there was no lon-

ger any chance of prizes, I quitted the cruising ground, and steered for St.

Augustine's Bay, to repair damages and refresh the crew. I found there an

English whaler, which was foundering, and could Hot be taken possession
f ; I ordered her to be burned. The squadron in a few day* left the Bar

well caulked and equipped.
" A few days after, at day-break on the 3d of July, we perceived thre-

snil, within sight of Mayotte fi Island, to which- we gave chnse. I soon dis-

covered that they were three Company's vessels. They were making off on

the opposite tack, about eight miles to windward. The Bellone being an

* Vide pp. 72 and 157, of the present Vokrae. f paSc 144

t Ibid. $ Page 227.
|j Page 251.

ff The Island of Mayotte, or Mayotta, is the most southerly of the Comora
>

; about 240 miles Iron* .the coast of Africa, and 150 from the island of

Madagascar ;
in longitude G1<J 10' east of Ferro, latitude 13*? 15' south. It i

rather low, but abounds with provisions and fruit, and is inhabited all along tli*

sea-shore. According to a French writer, th, natives are of such a particular

l:>'!i:c.uir, that they will not conclude a bargain of the value of half a rial in a

day's lime; nor will they buy a yard of cloth, without calling all their relation*

*nd JU'ighbours, to fix the price they sJiouid give lor it.
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mdnairable sailer, afforded a chance that I should be able to bring them to

notion about the middle of the day ; but the currents of wind did not

1'avour her, although they did the Minerve, who got within cannon-shot of
them at three o'clock. As soon as I had given the signal for attack sli

gallantly ranged along their line to windward, engaged them within pistol-

shot, passed the headmost ship for the purpose of obliging her to fall back,
nnd driving her to leeward, broke their line and engaged them again.
This brilliant manoeuvre was on the point of being crowned with the most

complete success, when the frigate in an instant lost her main-top-mast and

ibre-top-gallant-mast. Fortunately at this time 1 had got into the enemy's

wake, in which I continued under a press of sail. The unexpected success

he had obtained appeared to give him courage. He restored his line. I

made the signal for a decisive engagement. At half-past five I passed
to leeward of his line, which was formed in close order. I placed myself

opposite the centre vessel, which appeared to be that of the commander,
but in such a way that I could partially direct my fire against the whole

three, which I engaged within less than pistol-shot at six o'clock.

The enemy at first kept up a brisk fire; their small arms were vigorously

exerted. At seven o'clock the headmost ship gave herself stern-way, for

the purpose of getting under shelter of the vessel next to her, which be-

coming exposed by such a manoeuvre to the whole of my fire, called out

that she had surrendered. I wished to take possession of her, and put a

boat out for that purpose, but it was unfortunately swamped. The head-

most vessel having endeavoured to pass under my stern, I suffered her to

do so, and found her on the other side within pistol-shot. I attacked her

vigorously, and at the second broadside she struck, and extinguished all her

lights. The manoeuvre she had made brought her close to leeward of the

Minerve and Victor. I left her to these vessels, and proceeded to take

possession of the ship that had struck, and to compel the third to surren-

der. I soon came up with her, and at the second broadside her lights were

pulled down. I sent to take possession of these two vessels, and steered

for the Minerve. I came up with her at ten o'clock, and was exceedingly

Astonished to find her alone. The captain informed me that the vessel

which had struck, and which I had given up to him, taking advantage f

the excessive darkness of the night, and particularly of the confidence de-

rived from her having surrendered, had, contrary to the laws of honour and

of war, escaped from under his guns. It was necessary to man the two

other ships, called the Ceylon and the Windham, coming from the Cape,

and proceeding to Madras. They carried each 30 guns, and had 400 sol-

diers on board each vessel, belonging to the 24th regiment of foot ; a general

officer, a colonel, and the colours were on board, which accounts for their

obstinate resistance. The disgraceful runaway was called the Astle, and

was the strongest ship of the three.

(: On the 20th of August, in the morning, I got sight of the mountains of

Port Imperial, in the Isle of France. At noon, I could see the port. The

National flag was flying on the Isle de la Passe, and the signal,
" the enemy

are cruising off La Mire.'' A three-masted vessel was at anchor under th
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fort, with French colours. determined to touch there, or -at least to tak

my direction from it. The sloop was a-head
;

the Minerve followed her.

The Victor, on doubling the fort, received some shot both from it and the

frigate, and both instantly hoisted the English flair. It first struck me that

all this part was in possession of the enemy . I made the signal to the

squadron, which was still under sail, for close order, and to keep to wind-

ward. It was too late for the Minerve
;
she and the Ceylon had already

entered the pass. In a few minutes she went through it, engaging the fort

and the frigate. There was no longer hesitation. The passage was to ho

forced, the squadron carried in, and a diversion effected that might be

useful to the country. I made sail, throwing out a signal to follow me.

The \Vindham from some indecision was unable to do so. I entered the

passage under easy sail, and the fire of the fort and the frigate. I gave the

latter my whole broadside as I passed under the stern within cannon-shot.

As soon as I had entered I discovered the French flag flying every where.

The Isle de la Passe alone appeared to me to be in possession of the

enemy. I joined my squadron, and gave orders that it should take a more

advanced ground of anchorage, which was instantly done. I was informed

from the shore of the situation of the island.. On the 21st I placed th^

squadron near the shore, with the rear towards the rocks which skirt the

bay, and the van close to the coral reef. On the 22d the Nereide frigate,

which was at anchor under the Isle of La Passe, was joined by the Sirius.

Both of them made a movement to attack me. Your Excellency being

aware of the weak state of my crews, in consequence of the prizes I had

taken, and the engagements I had fought, sent me a detachment of fifty

men from la Manche and 1'Entreprenant sloop, with the necessary propor-
tion of officers. I immediately stationed them on board the different

vessels. The plan of attack was frustrated by the Sirius getting on the

reef in the Channel, where she remained till night. On the 23d two more

frigates made their appearance, and joined the former two at their

anchorage at four o'clock. From the preparations they made, I had not the

smallest doubt that they would attack me.
" At five o'clock the four enemy's frigates advanced. One of them

made for the Minerve, another for the Ceylon, and two for the Bellone,

indicating by their movements that they meant to anchor and attack us.

" At half-past five the engagement began. -In a short time the cables of

the Minerve and Ceylon were cut by the shot. These two vessels drifted

and went on shore with their broadsides towards me. Their fire was con-

sequently useless. The Bellone was the only vessel that presented her

broadside to the enemy. This unexpected occurrence gave him reason to

expect the most signal advantage. The three frigates had their broadsides

towards us. One of them only had got aground forward, and could not

bring all her guns to bear upon us. In this situation the engagement con-

tinued with indescribable ardour. The superiority of our fire was soon per-
ceived. At eight o'clock the Nereide was silenced. Shortly after, the fire

of the other frigates sensibly diminished, and announced, that they were
under some disadvantage. Our fire, on the contrary, became more vijjo,-
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lous, and was nourished by the assistance in men, courage, and ammuni-
tion, which, the captain of the Minerve continually sent on board the

Bc-lione.

" At half-past ten I received a grape-shot in the head, and was knocked
off the deck into the waste. I was taken up in a state of stupefaction.

Captain Bouvet, of the Minerve, was apprized of what had taken place,
and instantly went on board the Bellone.

?' At two o'clock an aide-de-camp brought intelligence that a man who
had escaped from the Nereide, stated that she had struck on the preceding

evening. We waited for day-light to renew the engagement.
" When the sun rose, an English jack was 'still flying on board the

Nereide; the Magicienne had her broadside towards us
; the Syius was

a-head and aground, and the Iphigenia was on the other side of the Nereide
and only able to take a very small share in the action.

" A few shots were fired at the Nereide, and soon after Her flag wa

pulled down. It was nccesssary to wait until the Magicienne had surren-

dered, to take possession of her. The boats would otherwise have been too

much exposed to a cross fire.

" The cannonade lasted until two o'clock, but on our side only. The

Magicienne, from time to time, fired a few random shot, the last efforts,

it would seem, of despair. Her boats had frequent communication with

the other frigates, from which it was clear that the enemy intended t

abandon her.

" Lieutenant Roussin was sent to take possession of the Nereide; he
found her in a situation which it is impossible to describe. She had 100
killed or wounded on her deck ; Captain Willoughby was in the number of

the latter.

'* In the evening the Magicienne was perceived to be on fire. We
passed the night in observing tbe movements of the enemy, in taking pre-

caution against being set on fire, in clearing the Nereide, and in getting rid

of her dead.

" On the 25th, in the morning, our fire was directed against the Sirius ;

she returned it with her bow guns, but her position rendered the contest too

unequal to be supported long. They soon began to quit her, as they had

the Magicienne the evening before, and she was perceived to be on fire ia

several places. At eleven o'clock the Magazine blew up, and destroyed

wrnt there was of the Sirius.

" On the 26th the Iphigenia was towed under the Isle of la Passe.

The squadron was employed in getting afloat, and in repairing its damages.

The Bellone prepared to have herself towed in pursuit of the Iphigenia ;

blockaded by the winds and our vessels, she remained at our mercy.
" On the 27th, the Frencli squadron which came out of Port Napoleon

appeared.
" On the 28th, at day-break, an officer went on board the Iphigenia,

with a summons to her and the fort to surrender. A oegociation was
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also opened between the captain and the commander of the Trench

squadron.
" At eleven o'clock the French flag was hoisted on board the fort and

the frigate. Captain Bouvct was sent to take possession of the latter, and

the garrison was sent to the fort. All the prisoners were sent to Port

Imperial.
"

These, General, are the particulars of the complete victory obtained

under your eyes by the squadron I have the honour to command. Our loss

consisted of 37 killed, and 112 wounded, but most of them not dan-

gerously. I have the honour, &c, G. V. DUPERttK."
*' On board the Bcllone, Port Imperial

Road, 10th September, 1810."

(To be continued )

NAVAL STATE PAPERS.

Treaty of Friendship and Alliance between his Majesty and the Princt

Regent of Portugal, published by Authority.

HIS Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland, and his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal,

being impressed with a sense of the advantage which the two Crowns have

derived from the perfect harmony and friendship which have subsisted be-

tween them during four centuries, in a manner equally honourable to the

good faith, moderation, and justice of both parties, and recognising the

important and happy effects which their mutual alliance has produced at

the present crisis, during which his R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal

(firmly attached to the cause of Great Britain, as well by his own principles

as by the example of his august ancestors) has continually received from

H. B. M. the most generous and disinterested support and succour, both in

Portugal and in his other dominions, have determined, for the benefit of

their respective states and subjects, to form a solemn treaty of friendship

and alliance ; for which purpose H. M. the King of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland, nnd U.R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal,

have named for their respective commissioners and plenipotentiaries, to

wit, II. B. M. the most illustrious and most excellent Lord, Percy Clinton

Sidney [Smythe] Lord Viscount and Baron of Strangford, one of His

Majesty's most honourable privy council, knight of the military order of the

Bath, grand cross of the Portuguese order of the Toner and Sword, and

II. M.'s envy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at the Court of

Portugal ; and II. 11. 11. the Prince Regent, the most illustrious and

most excellent Lord, Don Rodrigo De Souza Coutinho, Count of Linhares,

Lord of Pay ill vo, commander of the order of Christ, grand cross of the

ordered* St. Bentj, and of the order of the Tower and Sword, one of his
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R H.'s council of state, and his principal secretary of state for the depart-
ments of foreign affairs and war, who, after having duly exchanged their

respective full powers, have agreed upon the following articles:

' ART. I. There sha'1 be a perpetual, firm, and unalterable friendship,
defensive alliance, and strict and inviolable union, between II. M. tlic

King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, his heirs and

successors, on one part, and II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, his

heirs and successors, on the other part, as also between and amongst their

respective kingdoms, dominions, provinces, countries, and subjects, so that

the high contracting parties shall constantly employ as well their utmost

attention as all those means which Almighty Providence has put in their

power, for preserving the public tranquility and security, for maintaining
their common interests, and for their mutual defence and guarantee againsc

every hostile attack, the whole in conformity to the treaties already sub-*

sisting between the high contracting parties; the stipulations of which, so-

far as the points of alliance and friendship are concerned, shall remain in

entire force and vigour, and shall be deemed to be renewed by the present

treaty in their fullest interpretation and extent.

II. In consequence of the engagement contracted by the preceding

article, the two high contracting parties shall always act in concert for the?

maintenance of peace and tranqnility, and- in case that either of them

should be threatened with hostile attack by any power whatever, the other

shall employ its most earnest and effectual good offices, either for prevent-

ing hostilities, or for procuring just and complete satisfaction to the

injured party.

III. In conformity with this declaration, H. B. M. agrees fo renew and

confirm, and does hereby renew and confirm, to H. R. H. the Prince Regent
of Portugal, the engagement contained in the 6th article of the convention

signed by their respective plenipotentiaries in London, on the 22d day of

October, 1807, which article is hereunto subjoined, with the omission only

of the words,
"
previously to his departurefor llrazil,'' which words imme-

diately followed the words,
" which his Royal Highness may establish int

Portugal."
" The seat of the Portuguese Monarchy being established in Brazil, hi*

Britannic Majesty promises in his own name, and in that of his heirs and

successors, never to acknowledge as King of Portugal, any Prince other

than the heir and legitimate representative of the Royal House of Bra-

ganza ; and His Majesty also engages to renew and maintain with the

Regency (which His Royal Highness may establish in Portugal), the re-

lations of friendshipwhich have so long united the Crowns of Great Britain

and Portugal.'
7

And the two high contracting parties do so renew and confirm the addi-

tional articles relating to the island of Madeira, signed in London on the

ICth day of March, 1803, and engage faithfully to execute such of them

as shall remain to be executed.

IV. H. H. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal renews and confirms to

H. B. Mt the engagement which has been made in his royal name, to make
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good all and several the losses and defalcations of property sustained by tb*

subjects of II. B. M. in consequence of the various measures which the

Court"of Portugal was unwillingly obliged to take in the month of Novem-

ber,* 1807. And this article is to be carried into full effect as soon as

possible after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty.

V. It is agreed, that in case it should appear that any losses or injuriei

in point of property have been sustained either by tlie Portuguese govern-

ment, or by the subjects of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Por-

tugal, in consequence of the state of public affairs at the time of the amir

cable occupation of Goa by the troops of His Britannic Majesty ;
the sa^4

losses and injuries shall be duly investigated, and that upon due proof

thereof they shall be made good by the British Government.

VI. H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, preserving a grateful

remembrance of the service and assistance which his Crown and family

have received from the Royal Navy of England, being convinced that it

has been by the powerful exertions of that navy, in support of the rights

and independence of Europe, that the most effectual barrier has hitherto

been opposed to the ambition and injustice of other states
; and desiring to

give a proof of confidence and perfect friendship to his true and antient ally

the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, is pleased

to grant to H. B. M. the privilege of causing tiihber, for the purpose of

building ships of war, to be purchased and cut down in the woods, forests,

and chases, of Brazil (excepting in the royal forests, which are appointed

for the use of the Portuguese navy)< together with permission to causfe

ships of war to be built, equipped, or repaired, within the ports and har-

bours of that empire, a previous application and notice being made in each

instance (for form's sake) to the Court of Portugal, which shall immediately

appoint an officer of the royal navy to assist and attend upon these occa-

sions. And it is expressly declared and promised, that these privilege*

shall not be granted to any other nation or state whatsoever.+

VII. It is stipulated and agreed by the present treaty, that if at any
time a squadron or number of ships of war should be sent by either of tFits

high contracting parties for the succour and assistance of the other, the party

receiving the succour and assistance shall, at its own proper charge and

expense, furnish the said squadron or ships of war (so long as they may b$

actually employed for its benefit, protection, or service), with the articles

of fresh beef, vegetables, and fuel, in the same proportion in which those

articles are usually supplied to its own ships of war by the party so granting
the succour and assistance. And this agreement is declared to be recipro-

cally binding on each of the high contracting parties.

VIII. Whereas it is stipulated by former Treaties between Great Bri-

tain and Portugal, that in times of peace the ships of war of the former

power, that may be admitted at any one time into any port belonging to

the other, shall not exceed the number of six, II. R. H. the Prince Regent

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XVIII. page 496 ; Vol. XXI. page 377.

t Ibid; Vol. XXI. page 113; Vol. XXIV. page 109.
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ef Portugal, confiding in the faith and permanency of his alliance with

H. B. M. is pleased to abrogate and annul this restriction altogether, and
to declare, that henceforward any number of ships whatever, belonging to

H. B. M. may be admitted at one time into any port belonging to II. R. H.
the Prince Regent of Portugal. And it is further stipulated, that this pri-

vilege shall not be granted to any other nation or state whatever, whether
in return for any other equivalent, or in virtue of any subsequent treaty or

agreement, it being solely founded upon the principles of the unexampled

amity and confidence which have during so many ages subsisted between

the crowns of Great Britain and Portugal. And it is further agreed and

stipulated, that transports, buna fide such, and actually employed on the

service of either of the high contracting parties, shall be treated within the

ports of the other on the same footing as if they were ships of war.

H. B. M. does n!so agree on his part to permit any number of ships be-

longing to H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal to be admitted at one
time into any port of H. B. M.'s dominions, and there to receive succour

and assistance, if necessary, and be otherwise treated as the ships of the

most favoured nation ;
this engagement being also reciprocal between the

two high contracting parties.

IX. The Inquisition, or tribunal of the holy office, not having been

hitherto established or recognized in Brazil, II. R. H. the Prince Regent of

Portugal, guided by an enlightened and liberal policy, takes the opportu-

nity afforded by the present treaty, to declare spontaneously in his own
name and in that of his heirs and successors, that the Inquisition shall not

hereafter be established in the South American dominions of the Crown of

Portugal.

And H. B. M. in consequence of this declaration on the part of

II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, does on his part engage and de-

clare, that the fifth article of the treaty of 1654, in virtue of which certain

exemptions from the authority of the Inquisition are exclusively granted to

British subjects, shall be considered as null and having no effect in the

South American dominions of the Crown of Portugal. And H. B. M. con-

sents that this abrogation of the fifth article of the treaty of 1654, shall also

extend to Portugal, upon the abolition of the Inquisition in that country,

by the command of H. R. II- the Prince Regent, and generally to all other

parts of H. R. H.'s dominions, where he may hereafter abolish that

tribunal.

X. II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, being fully convinced of the

injustice and impolicy of the slave trade, and of the great disadvantages

which arise from the necessity of introducing and continually renewing a

foreign and factitious population, for the purpose of labour and industry

within his South American dominions, has resolved to co-operate with H.

B. M. in the cause of humanity and justice, by adopting the most effica-

cious means for bringing about a gradual abolition of the slave-trade

throughout the whole of his dominions. And actuated by this principle,

his R, H. the Prince Regent of Portugal engages that his subjects shall not

. Sol. XXV. 2 i
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be permitted to carry on the slave-trade on any part of the coast of Africa,

not actually belonging to his R. H.'s dominions, in which that trade has

been discontinued and abandoned by the powers and states of Europe,
which formerly traded there

; reserving, however, to his own subjects the

right of purchasing and trading in slaves within the African dominions of

the crown of Portugal. It is, however, to be distinctly understood, that the

stipulations of the present article are not to be considered as invalidating

or otherwise affecting the rights of the crown of Portugal to the territories

of Cabinda and Molembo (which rights have formerly been questioned by
the government of France), nor as limiting or restraining the commerce of

Ajoda, and other ports in Africa (situated upon the coast commonly called

in the Portuguese language, the Costa da Mina), belonging to or claimed by
the crown of Portugal; H- R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal being
resolved not to resign nor forego his just and legitimate pretensions thereto,

nor the rights of his subjects to trade with those places exactly in the same

manner as they hare hitherto done.

XI. The mutual exchange of ratifications of the present treaty shall

take place in the city of London within the space of four months, or sooner

if possible, to be computed from the day of the signature thereof.

In witness whereof we, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of H. B. M.
and of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in virtue of our respective

full powers, have signed the present treaty with our hands, and have caused

the seals of our arms to be set thereto.

Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, on the 19th day of February, in the

of our Lord MDCCCX.

(L.S.) CONDE DE LINKARES.

the Arrangement of Packets, betveen His Britannic Majesty
and His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal; signed at Rio

ic Janeiro, the 19th of February, 1810.

TREATY.

IT
being necessary for the public sen-ice of the courts of Portugal and
Great Britain, and for the commercial intercourse of their respective

subjects, that packets should be established between the dominions of

Portugal and Great Britain
; and it being moreover expedient that a defi-

nitive arrangement for that purpose should be concluded upon the princi-
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pies of exact reciprocity, which the two crowns have resolred to adopt as

asis of their mutual relations, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of H-
R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, and of II. M. the King of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, hare exchanged their respective

fuJl powers, and having found them to be in good and due form, have

agreed upon the following articles :

Art. I. A packet shall sail from Faimouth to Rio de Janeiro once in

every month. H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal reserves to himself

the right of hereafter establishing packets between the other Brazilian ports
and Great Britain, should the state of commerce require them.

II. The mails shall be made up on a fixed day, both in London and Rio
de Janeiro.

IIL The packets are to touch at Madeira on their passage to Rio de

Janeiro. They are not to anchor there, nor remain any longer time than

that which ma; be absolutely necessary for delivering and receiving the

mails.

IV. The packets are at present to be British vessels, navigated accord-

ing to the laws of Great Britain. But H. R, H. the Prince Regent of

Portugal reserves to himself the right of hereafter establishing Brazilian or

Portuguese packets.

V. The packets are to be considered and treated as merchant vessels.

They are consequently to be *uf>ject to the visits of the officers and guardg

of the customs at Rio de Janeiro, or at any other port of the dominions

of Portugal, between which and the British dominions, packets may
hereafter be established. Bat they are not to be obliged to make entry
at the custom-house, nor follow the other forms practised by merchant

vessels.

VI. The two high contracting parties engage reciprocally to endeavour

to prevent contraband trade from being carried on by means of the packet?,

particularly that of diamonds, Brazil wood, gold-dust, urzeia, and tobacco in

the form of snuff. They do also engage to prevent, as far as possible, the

illegal collection or conveyance of letters.

VII. A British agent of the packets is to be permitted to reside at Rio

de Janeiro, or at any other port within the dominions of Portugal, between

which and the British dominions packets may hereafter be established.

The mails for the British dominions are to be made up exclusively at his

office : and he is also to receive and to admit into those mails the letters

of such Portuguese subjects as shall choose to send them to his office
; and,

on the arrival of the packets at Rio de Janeiro, the British agent is to deli-

ver the mails brought by it to such person as shall be appointed by the

Portuguese government to receive them, in the same manner as was for-

merly pract.sed at Lisbon.

VIII. The Portuguese government will have a right to demand postage

on all letters brought from the dominions "of Great Britain to those *f

Portugal.
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IX. The postage of letters to and from Great Britain and Brazil is to

be for the present, at the rate of three shillings and eight-pence sterling in

British money for a single letter, and iu that proportion for double and

treble letters. The same rules shall be observed respecting letters for H.

B. M.'s navy and army as were practised formerly at Lisbon ; and in Eng-
land reciprocal exemptions shall also be granted in favour of the letters

belonging to the sailors and soldiers of his H. R. H. the Prince Regent of

Portugal.

X. The letters and despatches brought by the packets to the envoys or

ministers of the two courts, and being bona fide for the service of their

respective sovereigns, shall not be charged with postage. A regulation

shall be made at the British general post-office, for the purpose of carrying

this stipulation into effect, and of fixing the weight and number of the

letters and despatches which are to be exempted from postage in virtue of

the present article.

XI. After the arrival of a packet at Rio de Janeiro, H. B. M.'s envoy or

minister shall fix a day for the return to,England of the said packet, reserv-

ing to himself the sole right of further prolonging the period so fixed, in

case he should judge that H. M.'s services should require it, and paying

attention, as far as may be possible, to any request for further delay on the

part of the Portuguese government. And the packets, during their stay in

the ports or harbours of H. R. H. the Priuce Regent, are to be considered

as under the special protection of H. B. M.'s envoy or minister, in the same

manner us his couriers or messengers,

XII. The general principles of the present convention are to be applied

to all packets that may hereafter be established between Great Britain and

any port or ports in the dominions of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Por-

tugal, not specifically mentioned in the present convention.

Xlir, The present convention shall be duly ratified, and the mutual

exchange of ratifications shall take place in the city of London, within the

space of four months, or sooner, if it be possible, to be computed from the

day of the signature of the present convention.

In witness whereof we, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of H. R. H.
the Prince Regent of Portugal, and of his Britannic Majesty, by virtue of

our respective full powers, have signed the present convention, and have
caused the seals of our arms to be annexed thereto.

Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, on the 19th day of February, in the

Year of our Lord MDCCCX.

(L.S.) STRANGFORD.

** The Trea'y ofAmity, Commerce, and Navigation between H. B. M.
nd H. R. H. (he Prince Regent of Portugal : signed at Rio de Janeiro,

the 19t/t (f February, J810, will appear in a subsequent part of thif

Volume,
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The heart's remote recesses lo explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

FALCOHEB.

A TRIBUTE OF FRIENDSHIP

TO TH* MEMORY OF

ROBERT CORBET, ESQ.

J.ATE CAPTAIN OF H. M. S. AFRICAINZ.

OF Chiefs, who perish in their country's cause,

T' whom rival nations yield a just applause,

Shall no corn-patriot Muse with ardour tell

They liv'd how nobly, and how bravely fell ?

Shall not the grateful Isle, for whom they died,

Blend, with a parent's grief, a conscious pride ?

On hallow'd marble consecrate their fame,

And, with her Nelson's, join brave Corbet's name !

Alas ! extinguished godlike Nelson's fire !

No Homer's genius wak'd th' immortal lyre,

No bard, for whom contending cities jar,

Pourtray'd the matchless deeds of Trafalgar !

An humble Muse, within whose grief-worn breast,

Each nobler flight corroding cares suppress'd ;

A transient tribute to his worth bestow 'd,

And paid to friendship what to fame was owed !

Yet shall, again, that humbler Muse resume

Her pensive theme, o'er gallant Corbet's tomb;
The Hero's fate, with patriot tears bemoan,

And, in her country's griefs, forget her own !

Yes ! levell'd at the Bard's devoted head,

Tho' ruthless power his menac'd vengeance shed;

Tho' exil'd to a worse than Gothic clime,

Where science droops, and genius seems a crime;

A clime, that Glory's Muse, exotic, shuns

(While Britain weeps for her degenerate sons ):

Ev'n there, the Bard, truth's sacred strains shall raise ;

Mourn Corbet's fate, and swell his well-earn'd praise!

While freedom blooms on Britain's favour'd coast,

While valour, beauty, honour, are her boast ;

'Each varied blessing, in her soil that springs,

\Vcalth, plenty, liberty, the best of Kings;
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Whate'er she has, whatever in prospect grows,

She to her Naval Heroes chiefly owes ;

Depriv'd of them, alas ! her waning fame,

EclipsVl, must sink, and Britain be a name I

*Mong these, tho' envy would thy trophies blast,

Thy name, brave Corbet ! and renown shall last ;

In vain, in thee, shall vice or folly dare

Defame those merits, which they cannot share !

Tho' brightest suns exhale the blackest clouds,

Sublimest worth, tho' jealous envy shrouds;

The glorious sun, thro' transient vapours breaks,

And worth shall soar, while envy feeds her snakes !

In thee, brave Chief! cool judgment saw, combin'd,

Skill, science, courage,
x and a vigorous mind;

A soul, by fear or danger unsubdued,

Still prompt, where duty call'd, or glory woo'd ;

Active, energic, bold ; its dearest aim,

To spread thy dearer country's naval fame ;

Strict discipline, its best support, to guard ;

The coward's terror, and the brave's reward;

In trying scenes, while manly firmness shown,

Maintain'd the Navy's ho.iour and thy own !

Yet, if thy rigid arm restrain'd the base,

And doom'd th
1

abandon'd few to just disgrace,

Each British seaman, who the name descrv'd,

And who, beneath thy dreaded pendant serv'd,

Will own, tho' stern controul might such offend,

Worth found in thee a patron and a friend
;

And o'er thy bier must sigh, with grief, and pride,
" A matchless seaman fell when Corbet died !

"

Alike serene, when tempests round him spread,

And bursting thunders hurtled o'er his head
;

As when young zephyrs, with inviting gales, .

Swept the smooth deep, and swell'd the rising sails :

Nor less compos'd, when 'mid the nitre's glare,

The voice of battle shook the tortur'd air,

While winged deaths, in iron tempests pour'd,

And Nature shudder'd as th' artillery roar'd
;

Than when soft music taught thro' air to float,

Lull'd the charm'd soul, with care-beguiling note ;

Than when his toils, or love, or friendship smooth'd,

And gentler scenes his martial feeling sooth'd !

The Hero's mind, alike in every scene,

Was firm, compos'd, intrepid, and serene ;

Nor knew the ebbs and flows of weaker souls,

Whom pleasure enervate, or fear controuls !

One ruling principle inspir'd his zeal,

An ardour for his country's fame and weal !



KAVAL POET11Y. 247

This was brave Corbet's constant aim and boast ;

In this all meaner, selfish views were lost ;

Nor, with his patriot cares allow'd to blend ;

Alike, in life and death, his Country's friend !

Nor less, in social life, thy generous mind

Could friendship win, and strong attachments bind;
While manly sense, in nervous language dress'd,

Thy thoughts and feelings, unreserv'd, expressed ;

Tho' polish'd phrase, nor words of studied art,

Disclos'd the workings of the seaman's heart,

Yet every work, and every action show'd,

There truth and honour fix'd their lov'd abode !

Such was the Hero's life ! Alas ! too soon

The hand of fate eclips'd his rising noon !

In dreadful fight, with mightier force, he bled,

And, with his daring spirit, Victory fled !

In him, preserv'd, the Bard's prophetic eyes

Aspir'd, to see a second Nelson rise !

Yet, tho' in manhood's, and in glory's bloom,
The Muse, who mourns the warrior's early doom,
No laurels round his living brow can twine ;

Her tears and verse shall consecrate his shrine ;

While his lov'd country's general grief shall tell,

When Corbet died another Nelson fell ! L. H. H.

Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope,
November 16, 1810.

*** The above poem having been sent by the author to the Government

Printing-office (the only press in Cape Town), with a request that 200 copies
of it might be published for distribution among the naval officers, and other

friends of the gallant and lamented hero, whose fate it commemorates, (for

which the author would pay any sum that might be charged) was returned,
"
by order of the Governor," with an intimation, that it would not be allowed

to be published in the colony !

PARODY ON SHAKESPEARE'S SEVEN AGES.

THE navy's like a stage,

And all its heroes merely actors ;

The deck their stage, their play the fate of nations.

They, in their turn, move in far different spheres;

Their ranks are several. At first, the midshipmanr

Mewling and shuttling from the deck,

And then, when passed, the mate anxiously waiting for promotion,
With care-worn countenance, creeping like snail,

To clean his hated deck. And then, the smart lieutenant,

Sighing for command, with oft repeated prayers,
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Made to Dame Fortune. Next a commander,

Full of God damns, and proud of high authority j

Jealous of rivals, sudden, bold in enterprise ;

Seeking a gallant name,

E'en in the front of danger. Then the post-captain,

With fair round belly, lined with good cheer :

His discipline severe, and coat of formal cut ;

Full of himself, and all his former actions,

He passes on. The sixth rank shifts

Into the worn-out yellow Admiral,

With patch upon his eye, and crutch on side ;

His favorite sword preserved with care ;

But much too weighty for his enfeebled hand ;

And his hoarse terror-striking voice

Declining back again to childish treble,

And squeaking in its sound. Last scene of all,

That finds a period to ambition's rise,

Is imbecility, and mere existence,

Sans courage, pride, importance every thing.
W. S.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

(February March.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

fllllE most important event, within our knowledge, which has occurred

--
during the month of March, is the combined naval and military

attack, which was made upon the French besieging army at Cadiz.
" General Graham's divifcio.i," as is concisely stated in the Earl of Liver-

pool's communication of the news to the lord mayor, on the night of

March 24, "marched from Tarifa on the 25th ult. (Feb.); on the 5th

hist, after a night's march of 16 liours, they arrived at the ridge ef Bar-

rosa, about four miles to the southward of the St. Peter River, and com-

menced a well conducted attack -on the rear of the enemy's line near

St. Peter, by the \an gurd of tne Spanish rmy, under General Laclri-

zabel, and opened a communication with the Isle of Leon. Lieutenant-

general Graham having received the directions of the Spanish commander-

in-chief to move down from the position of Barrosn to that of Torre de

Bcrrin^a, received notice on the march that the enemy had appeared in

force on the plain, and was advanced towards the heights of Barrosa: ia

this position a most desperate action took place, in which the enemy was

completely repulsed, with the loss of an eagle and six pieces of cannon.

The General of division Run*n, and the General of brigade, Rousseau,
were wounded and taken. The chief of the staff, General Bellegardc, an

aid-de-camp of General Victor, one colonel, nine captains, and about 480
rank and file were made prisoners. The field wai covered with the dead
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bodies of the enemy, and it was supposed that their loss amounted to

about 3000 in killed and wounded. The loss on the part of the British

troops amounts to 2 captains, 5 ensigns, and about 190rahk and file killed;

5 lieutenant-colonels, 1 major, 14 captains, 26 lieutenants, 8 ensigns, and
about 940 rank and file wounded. It appears that the enemy had about

8000 men engaged, and that the British, with the Spaniards attached t

them, amounted to 5000. Lieutenant general Graham, with the troops
under his command, had crossed the St. Peter River, and re-entered th

Isle of Leon.">h t

By Sir Richard Keats's despatches, (vide letters on service) we learn,

that, from the tempestuous state of the weather, the naval attack, which

was intended to operate as a diversion in favour of the land forces, did

not take place until the day after the battle of Barrosa. An attack was
then made on the enemy's sea-defences, from Rota to Sti Mary's.*
Several redoubts were taken, and dismantled, and their guns spiked. We
deeply regret to add, that the Spanish army of reserve consisting of

11,000 men, under the commander-in-chief, General La Pena, did not

fire a shot, or advance a step, in support of the victorious but suffering

Britons fighting in their cause; and that, merely because they were not

led on by their superior officer ! It is the general belief, that had the

Spaniards done their duty, the enemy must have lost every man, and the

siege of Cadiz have been raised. On the representation of the British

minister, Mr. II. Wellesley, General La Pena has been superseded, and

put UTder arrest. A second effort to raise the siege was to be made; in

which the chief command of the Spaniards was to be assumed by General

Blake. According to a private letter, that officer had crossed the bridge

over the Santi Petri, on the llth, and was engaged with the enemy. A
flotilla of gun-boats had sailed, to co-operate in attacks on the French

positions, along the coast of the bay.

General Massena commenced his retreat from Santarem on the 6th of

March, in consequence it is supposed^ of the expected arrival of Lord Wel-

lington's reinfqrcements, in Sir J. S. Yorke's squadron. Lord Wellington,

s soon as he was apprized of the event, went in pursuit of the enemy.

Buonaparte's young wile presented him with a son, on the morning of

the 20th of March.

It is said that Sir S. Smith is appointed to the command of a squadron,

which is immediately to sail on a secret expedition, the destination of

which is not publicly known. It is also stated, that Sir Sidney himself

was the planner of" the enterprise he is about to execute.

We are sorry to state the capture of the Challenger sloop of war,

Captain Blennerhasset. On the 12th of March, the Challenger and Firm

were close in with the Isle of Bas, when, at four o'clock in the afternoon,

it being hazy, two French ships suddenly appeared in sight, running befora

the wind, which was blowing strong from the S. E. one of them a frigate,

the other an armed store-ship. The ChaMenger sailed better than either

& '
'

Vide Map of Cadiz, NAVAT. CHRONICLE, Vol. XXIU. Page -173.

f CJol, XXV. a*
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of them, butCapt. Blennerhasset being naturally desirous (when resistance

would have been madness and folly) of making his escape certain, set the

only remaining sail the Challenger could carry. The man at the helm

unfortunately suffered his attention to be diverted from his duty, and the

moment the sail was set, the ship broached to the main-top-mast was

carried away by it, and the enemy, then, soon came up with and captured

the Challenger. She gallantly engaged the enemy all the time she wa

chased, in hopes that she would thereby draw them further out from the

laH, and the Plantagenet and Princess Charlotte, which \ /e stationed to

blockade the port, might soon appear in sight. They conld not have been

any great distance when she was taken. The ships came out of St. Waloe*

on the day they captured the Challenger, and arrived at Brest the next

day, with their prize. The blockading ships off that port saw them go in,

without the possibility of intercepting them.

We particularly regret the fate of Captain Blennerhasset, as he was o

his first cruise in the Challenger : he was promoted for his gallant conduct

as lieutenant of the Amethyst, in the actions with La Niemen and Thetis.

Had he not set tlie sail he did, and had been taken by the enemy, Ire would

have incurred the censure of a court-martial: so that it appears the very

mean he took (and the only one he could take) to preserve his ship, proved

her loss to the British service.

An officer of the Fortunc'e frigate has furnished the following particulars

of a late unfortunate affair between the boaft of that ship and a Frencl*

privateer :

"
Cork, Feb. 26, IS 11.

" We arrived here on the 21st, after a short cruise to the westward,

during which I lament to say a most disagreeable occurencc arose. Whilst

cruising on the south-west coast, the captain descried an enemy's priva-

teer close to the land; and was preparing to bear down upon her, when a

ealrn suddenly took place, upon which the boats of the frigate were im-

mediately manned ; when, we lament to add, the enemy permitted the boat*

to approach so close, that the men were nearly in the act of boarding, when

he poured ia a close and destructive fire, by v\hich a number of valuable

lives have been lost. The frigate was unable to support the boats, being

.considerably to leeward, at the same time that the enemy, by extra-

ordinary exertion in using his Sweeps, succeeded in effecting his escape
The loss of the Fortune'e is 20 kiikd, and 10 wounded. Out of 17 in one

boat, all but two were killed; Lieut. Webster is wounded in the check,
and the 1st lieutenant (Watson) it is feared will be obliged to have his lr<;

amputated. The following are the naiads of some of tlie seamen killed :

J;is. Balding, J. Dariing, R. Richardson, A. Clasoin, T. Howard, A. Allen,

R. Christy, Geo. Starkcs, June*, C. Hanger, J. P.ieger, M. Culluni,

It. ai'C'anhy, Jns. Orrel, J. Wood, J. Hook, and J. Williams. No blame

cuu be attachable to tl>c commander as every exertion was used by him to

bring the guns of the 1'rigute to bear upo:> rhe privateer, but without effect,

r.o man c:ui i'cvl more than he does for the disaster that occurred,

iiut contributing to U by waiit ol'kiil mid
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Imperial parliament*

HOUSE OF LORDS, FRIDAY, JANUARY 11.

EARL
CAMDEN reported, that a joint deputation from the two

Houses had waited upon his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,
with the Resolutions of both Houses, and their request, that durinc th

incapacity of his Majesty, his Royal Highness would accept the Regency
under such restriction's and limitations as the two Houses of Parliament

might deem it expedient to impose. To this his Royal Highness had

returned the following answer :

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
ft I receive the communication which the two Houses have directed you

to make to me, of their joint Resolutions, on the subject of providing for

' the exercise of the Royal Authority, during his Majesty's illness,' with

those sentiments of rtgard which I must ever entertain for the united de-

sires of the two Houses.

" With the same sentiments I receive the expressed
'

hopes of the Lords

and Commons, that from my regard for the interest of his Majesty and tha

Nation, I should be ready to undertake the weighty and important trust

proposed to be invested in me,' under the Restrictions and Limitations

stated in those Resolutions.

" Conscious that every feeling of my heart would have prompted me,
from dutiful affection to my beloved Father and Sovereign, to have shewn

all the reverential delicacy towards him, inculcated in those Resolutions, I

cannot refrain from expressing my regret, that I should not have been

allowed the opportunity of manifesting to his afflicted and loyal subjects,

that such would have been my conduct.

"
Deeply impressed, however, with the necessity of tranquilizing the

public mind, and determined to submit to every personal sacrifice con-

sistent with the regard I owe to the security of my Father's Crown, and the

equal regard I owe to the welfare of his People, I do not hesitate to accept
the office and situation proposed to me, restricted as they are, still retaining

every opinion expressed by me upon a former and similar distressing occasion.

" In undertaking the trust proposed to me, I am well aware of the diffi-

culties of the situation in which I shall be placed ;
but I shall rely with con-

fidence upon the constitutional advice of an enlightened Parliament, and

the zealous support of a generous and loyal people. I will use all th

means left me to merit both.

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
u You will communicate this my answer to the two Houses, accompanied

toy my most fervent wishes and prayers, that the Divine Will may extricate

us and the nation from the grievous embarrassments of our present condi-

tion, by the speedy restoration of his Majesty's health."

Earl Harcourt reported that the Deputation appointed by the two House I
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had presented the Address to the Queen, and that her Majesty had been

pleased to return the following Answer :

" My Lords and Gentlemen,
" That sense of duty and gratitude lo'thc King, and of obligation to this

country, which induced me in'the year 1789 readily to promise my most

earnest attention to the anxious and momentous trust at that time intended

to be imposed in me by Parliament, is strengthened, if possible, by the un-

interrupted enjoyment of those blessings whicTTI have continued to experi-

ence under the protection of his Majesty since that period ;
and I should

be wanting to all my duties if I hesitated to accept the sacred trust which

is now offered to me.
" The assistance in point of council and advice, which the wisdom of

Parliament proposes to provide for me, will make me undertake the charga

with greater hopes that I may be able satisfactorily to fulfil the important

duties which it must impose upon me.
" Of the nature and importance of that charge I cannot but be duly

sensible, involving, as it does, every thing which is valuable to myself, as

well as the highest interests of a people endeared to me by so many ties and

considerations, but by nothing so strongly as by their steady, loyal, nnd

affectionate attachment to the best of Kings."

The Earl of Liverpool moved,
" That it is expedient that Letters Patent

should issue under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland, in manner and form following (reciting the usual form of a

Commission for opening Parliament, omitting the names of the Roya]

Dukes, and adding to the words,
"
By the King himself," by the advice of

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland."

The motion was agreed to, by 51 against 35, and ordered to be commu-
nicated to the Commons.

TUESDAY", JANUARY 15.

The Parliament was regularly opened, by virtue of a commission under

the Great Seal.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23.

The Bill, for appointing the Prince of Wales Regent of the United

Kingdom, was brought up from the Commons, and received.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5.

The Regency Bill received the Royal Assent by Commission.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12.

The Lord Chancellor read from the woolsack the following speech, in

the name of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent :

" My Lordt and Gentlemen,
41 In execution of the Commission which has now been read to you, we ar

commanded, by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to express, in the strongest

wanner, how deeply he laments, not only in common with all bis Majebtv'i
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loyal subjects, but with a personal and filial affliction, the great national

.calamity which has been the occasion of imposing upon his Royal Highness
the duty of exercising, in his Majesty's name, the Royal authority of this

kingdom.
" In conveying to you the sense which his Royal Highness entertains of the

great difficulties attending the important trust which is reposed in him, hii

ffayal Highness commands us to assure you, that he looks with the most perfect
confidence to the wisdom and zeal of Parliament, and to the attachment of a loyal
and affectionate people, for the most effectual assistance and support ; and hit

Royal Highness will, on his part, exert his utmost endeavours to direct the

powers with which he is invested, to the advancement of the prosperity,
welfare, and security of his Majesty's dominions.

' We are directed to inform you, that his Royal Highness has great satisfac-

tion in being enabled to state, that fresh opportunities have been afforded during
the late campaign, for distinguishing the valour and skill of his Majesty's forcei

both by sea and land.

." The capture of the Islands of Bourbon and of Amboyna have still further

Deduced the colonial dependencies of the rnemy.
" The attack upon the Island of Sicily, \rhich was announced to the

world with a presumptuous anticipation of success, has been repulsed by the

persevering exertion* and valour of his Majesty's land and sea forces.
" The judicious arrangement adopted by the Officers commanding on that

station, derived material support from the zeal and ardour which were ma-
nifested during this contest by the Inhabitants of Sicily, and from the co-

operation of the naval means which were directed by tis Sicilian Majesty
lo this object.

" In Portugal, and at Cadiz, the defence of which constituted the principal

object of his Majesty's exertions in the last Campaign, the designs of the enemy
have been hitherto frustrated. The consummate skill, prudence, and perse-
verance of Lieutenant-general Lord Viscount Wellington, and the discipline
and determined bravery of the Officers and Men under his command, have been

conspicuously displayed throughout the whole of the Campaign. The effect of

those distinguished qualities, in inspiring confidence and energy into the troop*
of his Majesty's Allies, has been happily evinced by their general good conduct,
and particularly by the brilliant part which they bore in the repulse of the

enemy at Buzaco. And his Royal Highness commands us further to state, that

he trusts you will enable him to continue the most effectual assistance to the

brave Nations of the Peninsula, in the support of a contest which they mani-

fest a determination to maintain with unabated perseverance ;
and his Royal

Highness is persuaded that you will feel, that the best interests of the British

Empire must be deeply affected in the issue of this contest, on which the liber-

ties and independence of the Spanish and Portuguese nations entirely depend.
" We have it likewise in command to acquaint you, that discussiens are now

pending between this country and the United States of America ; and that it

the earnest wish of his Royal Highness, that he may find himself enabled to bring

these discussions to an amicable termination, consistent with the honour of hii

Majesty's Crown, and the Maritime Rights and Interests of the United Kingdom.

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
" We are directed to acquaint you, that his Royal Highness the Prince

ilegent has given his commands, that the intimate* for the Expenditure oflht
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current Year should be laid before you ; and his Royal Highness has great

satisfaction in acquainting you, that although the difficulties under which the

commerce of this kingdom has laboured, have in some degree afiected a

part of his Majesty's revenue, particularly in Ireland, yet that the revenue of

Great Britain in the last year, though unaided by any new taxation, is greater

than was ever known in any preceding year. And his Royal Highness trust*

to your zeal and liberality to afford his Majesty adequate Supplies for the sup-

port of the great contest in which he is necessarily engaged.

" My Ltrds and Gentlemen,

" We are commanded by his Royal Highness to declare to you, that it U
the most anxious wish of his heart, that he may be enabled to restore unim-

paired into the hands of his Majesty the Government of his Kingdom ; and that

his Royal Highness earnestly prays that the Almighty may be pleased in hit

mercy to accelerate the termination of a calamity so deeply lamented by the

whole nation, and so peculiarly afflicting to his Royal Highness himself."

Lord Aberdeen moved, and Lord Elliott seconded an Address, echoing

the sentiments of the Speech, which was agreed to, nem. dis.

3Utter$ on

Copied verbatim from the LOXDON GAZETTE*

to the London Gazette Extraordinary of Wednesday,

FRIDAY, FEB. 15. .

A Despatch, of which the following is an Extract, has been received from

the Hon. Major-General Abercromby by the Earl of Liverpool, dated Port

Louis, Isle of France, Dec. 7, 1810.

I have the honour to inform your lordship, that the Isle of France surrendered,

by capitulation, on the 3d instant, to the united force under the command oi'Vice-

Adrniral Bertie andmyselt'. I must refer your lordship, for the particulars of the

operations, which led to this fortunate event, to the copy ofmy official letter to th

Right Hon. the Governor-general, which, together with other documents, I have
now the honour to transmit to your lordship. In conformity with the instructions

which I had the honour to receive from Lord Minto, I have placed Mr. Farquhar
in charge of the government : and I confidently trust, that, in having adopted
this measure, I shall not incur the displeasure of II. M's. government. Tint

despatch will be delivered to your lordship by Captain Hewitt, my aide-de-

camp, and I believe your lordship will find him perfectly qualified to afford you
every information which you may require, in respect to the Jate operations of tim

force.

To the Right Hon. Gilbert Lord Minto, $c.

Mr Lonn,

I have the honour to inform your Lordship in my Despatch'of the 21st tilt, that

although the divisions from Bengal and the Cape of Good Hope, had not
arrived at the rendezvous, it had been determined that the fleet should proceed
to sea on the following morning, as from the advanced season of the year, and the

threatening appearance of the wcutlier, the ships could no longer be con*idtr4
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lecure in their anchorage at Rodriguez ; and I did myself the honour to state
to your Lordship, the measures which it was my intention to pursue, even if we
Jhould still be disappointed in not being joined by so large a part of the arma-
ment. Early on the morning of the 22d, Vice Admiral Bertie received a
communication from Captain Broughton, of H. M. S. Illustrious, annoua-

cing his arrival off the island with the convoy from Bengal. The fleet weighed
at day-light, as had been originally arranged, and in the course of that day a
junction having been formed with this division, the fleet bore up for the Isle of
France. The greatest obstacles opposed to nn attack on this island with a
considerable force, have invariably been considered to depend on the difficulty
of effecting a landing from the reefs which surround every part of the coast,
and the supposed impossibility of being able to find anchorage for a fleet of

transports. These difficulties were fortunately removed by the indefatigable
exertions of Commodore Rowley, assisted by Lieutenant Street, of the Staunch

gun-brig, Lieutenant Blackiston, of the Madras Engineers, and the Masters
of His Majesty's ships Africaine and Boadicea. Every part of the leeward
tde of the island was minutely examined and sounded, and it was discovered
that a fleet might anchor in the narrow passage formed by the small island of
the Gunners' Coin and the main land ; and that at this spot there were openings
through the reef, which would admit several boats to enter abreast. These
obvious advantages fixed my determination, although I regretted that circum-
stances would not allow of the disembarkation being effected at a shorter distance

' from Port Louis. Owing to light and baffling winds, the fleet did not arrive m
sight of the island until the 28th ; and it was the morning of the following dar
before any of the ships came to an anchor. Every arrangement for tiie dis-

embarkation having been previously made, the First Division, consisting of the

Reserve, the Grenadier Company of the 59th Regiment, with two 6-pounders,
and two howitzers, under command of Major General Warde, effected a land-

ing in the bay of Mapon, without the smallest opposition, the enemy having
fetired from Fort Marlastri, situated at the head of Grand Bay, and the nearest

port<o us which they occupied. As soon as asufficient part ofthe European force
had been formed, it became necessary to move forward, as the first five miles
of the road, lay through a very thick wood, which made it an object of the

utmost importance, not to give the enemy time to occripy it. Lieutenant Colonel

Smyth having been left with his brigade to cover the landing-place, with orders

to follow next morning, the column marched about four o'clock, and succeeded
in gaining the more open country, without any efforts having been made by the

enemy to retard our progress, a few hot, only, having been fired by a small

picquet, by which Lieutenant Colonel Keating, Lieutenant Ash, of his Majesty's
12tti regiment, and a few men of the advanced guard, were wounded. Having
halted for a few hours during the night, the army again moved forward before

day-light, with the intention of not halting till arrived before Port Louis ; but

the troops having become extremely exhausted, not only from the exertion which

they had already made, but from having been almost totally deprived of

water, of which this part of the country is destitute, I was compelled to take up
a position at Moulin a Poudre, about five miles short of the town.

Early the next morning Lieutenast Colonel M'Cleod, with his brigade, was
detached to seize the batteries of Tombeau and Tortue, and open a communica-
tion with the fleet, as it had been previously arranged that we were to draw our

supplies from these two points. The main body of the army, soon after it

had moved off its ground, was attacked by a corps of the enemy, who, with

several field pieces, had taken a strong position, very favourable for attempt-

ing to make an impression on the head of the column, as it shewed itself at the

end ofa narrow road, with a thick wood on each flank. The European flank bat-

talions, which formed the advanced guard, under the command of Lieutenant

Colonel Campbell of the 33d regiment, and under the general direction of

General Warde, formed witii as much regularity as the bad and broken ground
would admit of: charged the enemy with the greatest spirit, and compelled him

to retire with the loss of his guns, and many killed and wounded. This advant-

age was gained by the f.ill of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, a most excellent

and valuable officer, as well as Major O'Keefe, of the 12th regiment, whom.
1 have also every reason sincerely to regret. In the course of the forenoon the



S5<5 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

army occupied a position in front of the enemy's lines, just beyond the range oi

cannon-shot; on the following morning, while I was employed in making ar-

rangements for detaching a corps to the southern side of the town, and placing;
: fin a situation to make a general attack, General de Caen proposed to

capitulate. Many of the articles appeared to Vice-Admiral Bertie and myself
to he perfectly inadmissible ; but the French Governor having, in the course of
the same day, acceded to our terms, a Capitulation for the surrender of this

colony and its dependencies was finally concluded. Your Lordship will perceive
that the Capitulation is in strict conformity with the spirit of your instruc-

tions, with the single exception, that the garrison is not to be made prisoner?' of
war. Although the determined courage and high state of discipline of the

army, which your Lordship has done me the honour to place under my com-
mand, could leave not the smallest doubt in my mind Ih respect to the issu

of an attack upon the town, 1 was nevertheless prevailed upon to acquiesce
in this indulgence being granted to the enemy, from the desire of sparing the

lives of many brave officers and soldiers, out of regard to the interests of the in-

habitants of this island, having long laboured under the most degrading misery
and oppressions (and knowing confidentially your Lordship's further views in

regard to this army) added to the late period of the season, when every hour
became valuable; I considered these to be motives of much more national

importance, than any injury that could arise from a small body of troops at so

remote a distance from Europe, being permitted to return to thir own coun-

try, free from any engagement. In every other particular, we have gained all

which could have been acquired if the town had been carried by assault.

During the course of thi,s short service, the enemy has not afforded an opportunity
to the army in general for displaying the ardent zeal and animated courage, with
which every individual is inspired ; but it is nevertheless my duty to represent to

TOUT lordship, in the strongest terms, the merits of every corps under my comT

mand. The officers and men (European as well as Native) have cheerfully and

patiently submitted to the greatest fatigues and privations. During the advancn
of the army, the troops \vere unable, for the space of 24 hours, to procure a
sufficient supply of water, but this trying circumstance did not produce a single
murmur, or the smallest mark of discontent or disapprobation.

I

Names nf Officers Killed and Wounded.

Jfi7/fJ.-"Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 33d regiment; Major O'Keefe, 12th

(cgimenti
Wounded. Lieutenant-colonel Keating, 56lh regiment; Major Taynton, Ma-

dras- artillery; Lieutenants Aslie and Knappock, 12th regiment; Lieutenant

Jones, 84tii regiment, slightly.
W. NICHOLSON, Dept. Adj. Gen.

Ceneral Abstract Return of the mounted Ordnance, in the Town of Port Louis,

Port South Eait, and the other Ports and Batteries in the Isle of France.

Port Limis, Dec. 6, 1810;

Isle au Tennelier. . . 1:> 3t>-pounders, 18 24-poundors, 7 mortars. Leignee de

Retrancliracnt. 9 21-pounders, 3 18-poonders, 3 12-pounders. Batterie Dau-

phin. 1 mortar, S 18-pounders. Batterie Toinbeuu. 2 18-pounders, 2 12-

pounders. Batterie Daroes. 1 mortar, 4 18-pounders. Batterie Port Morteour.

2 mortars, 3 2-1-pounders. Baye aux Tortue. '2 18-pounders, 1 12-pounder.
Port aux Pemtnt. 1 mortar, 4 18-pounders. Port de Grenadier. 1 mortar, 3

i'4-pon8dcrs. Port aux Cannonier. 3 moriars, 3 36- pounders, 9 'J4-pounders.
lirdoubte Mdartee. 2 i:4-poui!ders. Redouble. Hacq. 2 13-pounders. Bat'

Jerie Moheboury, 3 18-pounders. Isle de la Passe. 3 mortars, 4 36-pounders,
9 i'4-poimdiT?. Port de Diable. ii mortars, 4 24-pounders. Grande Reveare

Dupats. 1 18-pounder, 2 12-poumiers. Port Saillae. '2 12-pounders. Port

Jacote. 1 mortar, 2 18-pouiuU-rs, 2 12-pounders Batlerie du Cap. 2. 12-

pounders Batterie de Shannonio. 1 mortar, 5 24- pounders. Batterie d

Trouer. S 18-jjoui:ders. Balleric d In Prenoarille. 1 mortar, 5 24-poundfc
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?"ile en Flac. 2 12-pounders. Batterie Argueson. 1 mortar, 3 36-pounders,
4 12-ponnders. B.itiene Paul Mie. t 18-pounder, 1 12-poundcr. Daltcriw
Contie. 18 18-pounders. Batterie Conde. t mortars. Tori Blauc. 4 mor-
fcars, 4 36-poundtrs, 9 24-pounders, 2 18 poun-iers.

Abstract of Ordnance.
29 36-pounders, 81 24-pounders, 46 18-pounders, 22 13 pounders, 31 mortar?.

Total Ordnance, 209. D. ROSS, Capt. Senior Officer of Artillery.

(True Copy) VV. CAKROL.
Assistant Adjutant General.

N. B. The ordnance are in excellent order, and the whole of the batteries

completely equipped with shot, ammunition, and every other requisite for service.

I feel myself particularly indebted to Lieutenant-colonels Picton, Gibbs,
Kelso, Keating, M'Leod and Smyth, who commanded the different brigades ,

;is well as to Major Taynton, the senior officer of the artillery, of whose ser-

vices I was deprived by a wound which he received on the day the army
occupied a position before this town. Although I have every reason to be
satisfied with the zeal of the heads of departments, I feel it a particular

duty incumbent upon me, to express, ia the most pointed manner, die obli-

gations which I owe to Dr. Harris, the superintending surgeon, and to the

medical staff in general, for their unremitting attention in the discharge of

the important duty reposed in them. 1 have received every assistance

from Lieutenant Gregory, my military secretary, and the whole of my pei-
sonal staff. To Major Caldwell, of the Madras engineers, and who accom-

panied me from India, I am indebted for the most able and assiduous exer-

tions. Since his arrival amongst these islands, he has been indefatigable in

procuring the necessary information, in respect to the defence ofthiscokr-

ny ;
and through his moans I was put in possession of an accurate plan of

the town, some time previous to the disembarkation of the army; arid I

trust your lordship will permit me to recommend to your lordship's protec-

tion, this valuable and experienced officer. It is not in my power to do

justice to the merits of Major-general \Varde; I have, on every occasion,

received from him the most cqrdial co-operation and assistance; and

during the short operations of the army, he was constantly at the head of

the column,, directing the advanced guard, and animating the soldiers by
his personal example. The most perfect harmony and cordiality have sub-

sisted between the navy and army ;
and I have received every assistance

fro'n Y
T
ice Admiral Bertie, and the squadron under his command. The

arrangements connected with die disembarkation, were conducted in the

most able and judicious manner, by Captain Beaver, of his Majesty's

frigate Nisus; and during the subsequent operations of the army, I am in-

debted to him for his unremitting attention and assiduous exertions in land-

ing the necessary stores and provisions. To Captain Brijrgs, of his Majes-

ty's ship, Clorinde, and to Ca; tain Lye, of the Doris, who were employed
under the orders of Captain Denver, my most grateful acknowledgments
are due for the services they performed, as well as to the officers and sea-

men under their command. A. body of seamen was luiuier! from 'the fltet,

under the command of Captain Montague; the exertions which were used

to bring forward the guns, through a most difficult country, won: such us

to attract the admiration of tin: whole army, and fully entitles Captain
Montague, Lieutenant Lloyd, of the Afncaine, and every ol'ricer and sailor,

to the encomiums I can p.ss on their conduct. The battalion of man;if-,

under the command of Captain Liurdet, supported the reputation ol

distinguished corps. This despatch will be delivered to your lordship by

my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant M'Murdo, of the Bombay establishment,

who will afford your lordship any further information you may require

respecting the late operations of the army.
I have, &c. J. ABERCROMBY, Maj. Gen,

(True Copy) A. E. GREGORY, Military Secretary to the

Commander of the Forces,

JlSato, Qroiu ttol* XXV. 2 L
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Return of the Killer!, Wounded, and Missing, at the Attack of the Isle of France,
on the 30th of November and lit "and 2d of December, 1810.

Head-quarters, Camp before Port Louis, Dec.4, 1810.

Artillery I major, 1 rank and file, wounded.

European Flank Battalion 12th foot, 4 rank and file, killed; 2 lieutenants.

S Serjeants, 23 rank and file wounded; 2 rank and file, missing 14th foot,
1 rank and file killed, 2 raiik and file wounded S3d foot, 1 lieutenant-colonel,
1 serjeant, 1 rank and file killed ; 1 serjeant, 12 rank and file wounded
55th foot, 3 rank and file killed ;

1 lieutenant-colonel, 2 rank and file wounded ;

2 rank and tile missing, 3 f the rank and file missing supposed to be killed.

Europeans, 12th foot, 1 major, 1 drnmmer. 1 rank and file killed ; 3 rank and
file wounded

;
3 rank and file missing 22d foot, 4 rank and file wounded

59th foot, 1 rank and file killed ; 4 rank and file wounded 84th foot, 9 rank and
file killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 1 drummer, 19 rank and file wounded ;

1 drummer, 3 rank and file missing Detachment 87th foot, 2 rank and fil*

killed S9th foot, 1 rank and file wounded Royal Marines, 2 rank and file

wounded.
Natives. Madras Flank Battalion, 1 rnnkand file wounded, 1 drummer mis-

sing 1st Bengal Volunteer?, 1 native officer, 13 rank and file missing 2d ditto,
17 rank and file missing .Madras Volunteer Battalion. 1 havildar killed, 3 rank
and file wounded ; 2 rank and tile missing 2d Detachment of 2d Bombay Native

Infantry, 1 havildar killed, 2 rank and file wounded Madras Pioneers, 2
wounded.

Total. 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 serjeant, 2 havildars, 1 drummer,
22 rank and file killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel. 1 major, 3 lieutenants, 5 Serjeants.
1 drummer, 81 rank and file, 2 pioneers wounded ;

1 native officer, 2 drummers,
42 rank and file missing.
N. B. Oue seaman killed and five wounded, not included above.

W. NICHOLSON, Dep. Adj. Gen.

February 16.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Bozirchier, of H.M. Sloop Hawke, addres-

sed to Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart, and trajismitted by the latter t

John Wilson Croker, Esy.

SIR, Hazcke, Dungenness, Feb. 11. 1811.

I have the honour to acquaint you that I captured on the morning of

the 7th instant, after an anxious chase of nineteen hours, Le Furet, a verj
fine French schooner privateer, pierced for sixteen guns, but only fourteen

mounted, consisting of twelve nine-pounder carronades, and two long-

sixes, commanded by Monsieur Guatier, a lieutenant of the French navy,
with a complement of eighty-six men ;

out ten days from St. Maloes, but
had made no capture. She is only four months old, coppered and copper-i

fastened, nearly ninety feet on deck, and twenty-two feet beam, well

built and very strong, and, in my opinion, well adapted for his Majesty's
service.

I have the honour to be, &c.
11. BOURCHIER.

February 19.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Josias Rote ley, late af His Majesty's ship

J3oadicca, to J. W- Croker, Esq. Secretary to the Admit alty, dated in

London this day.

SIR,
In reply to your letter of this day's date, transmitting to me a copy of a

letter from Captain Peter Parker, of his Majesty's ship Menclaus, request-

ing that a reference may be made to me with regard to the proceedings of
that ship iu the late operations at the Isle of France, her name not appear-

ing in the despatch from Vice-admiral Bertie, as having been present on
that occasion, and signifying to me their lordships' directions to report to

them what I may know of the circumstances of the case ; I beg leave to

state my full persua^1 -1" that the omission of the name of the Menels\u|
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in the vice-admiral's despatch, was entirely accidental; that she joined th

squadron previous to any operations being undertaken for an attack on the

island; that upwards of one hundred seamen and marines of iier crew
were landed to co-operate with the troops; and that Captain Parker

having been employed under my iinme.'liatt: direction off Port Louis, I am
happy to have an opportunity of bearing testimony to the distinguished
zeal and ability of his conduct. 1 have the honour to be, &Ci

JOSiAS ROWLEY.

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Richard Barton, acting in the temporary
command of His Majesty's Ship the Blanche, addressed to Captain Flint

of the Withelntiiia, and transmitted by Vice-admiral Drury to John Wil-
son Croker, Esq>

Hit Majesty's Ship Blanche, Port Cornicallis,

SIR, Prince ofWaleis Island, Aug. 2, 1810.

I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of his excellency the

commander-in-chief, that on the 26th ult. in latitude 5 20' north, longi-
tude 98 11' east, I had the satisfaction of falling, in with, and after a
chase of eight hours, captured la Confiance French privateer, of two long

six-pounders and a quantity of small arms, having on board a complement
of thirty men. The Confiance sailed from the Isle of France in May last,

and had made two or three captures. I have, &c.
RICHARD BAjtliH.

William Flint Esq. Captain of His Ma-

jesty's Ship Wilhelmma, and Senior

Officer, 4-c.

February 26.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Adderley, of His Majesty''s Stoop the Echot

addressed to Vice-admiral Campbell, and transmitted by the latter to John
Wilson Croker, Esq*

His Majesty's Sloop Echo, Dovones,

SIR," '23d February 1811.

I beg leave to inform you, for the information of the Lords Commis*
sioners of the Admiralty, of my having on the silst instant, at eight A.M.
in latitude 49 49' north, longiude 7 O

1

west, fallen in with the Confiance

French schooner privateer, of sixteen guns, (fourteen of which she threw

overboard in the chase), and sixty-two men, and after a chase of eight

hours, blowing hard, discovered two ships ahead, which the chase observing
nltered her course, and we immediately succeeded in capturing her. She

appears to be a very fine copper-bottomed vessel, sails remarkably fast, and

is well calculated for his Majesty's service. I have, &c.

A. ADDERLEY.
Vice admiral Campbell, Commander-

in-chiej) 4'c Downcs.

Courts! partial*

A COURT MARTIAL has been held at the Isle of France, on Cap-
tains Pym, Lambert, Curtis, and Willoughbyj for the loss of their

respective ships (the Sirius, Iphigenia, Magicienne, and Xereide), in actiou

with the enemy, at the Isle de la Passe ; when they were all most honour*

tbly acquitted. Captain Broughton (Illustrious), president.
A general Court Martial was held on the 14th of February last, at the

Royal Marine barracks, Plymouth ;
and which continued by adjournment

to the 27th, for the trial of Second lieutenant Alfred Octavius Carrington,
of the royal marines, on various charges, on part of which he was found

guilty, and sentenced to be dismissed H. M.'s royal marine forces. Th
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court afterwards proceeded to try First Lieutenant ti. M. Wills, of tll

royal marines, on charges preferred against him by the afore-nientionei?

2d Lieutenant A. (). Carrington, but no evidence being adduced in support
of the charges, the prisoner was acquitted.

FEB. 25. Michael Whelin, private marine of H. M. S. Castillian, was
fried hy a Court Martial, for deserting on the morning of the 2d of January
'in Sea ford Roads, whilst doing duty as sentinel. Six others of the crevr

deserted with him. He was found guilty, and sentenced to receive 200
lashes.

Thomas Whittle, seaman, of the Royal William, was trid on the same

clay, for robbing one of his shipmates of 151. Being found guilty, he ra
sentenced to receive 300 lashes.

March 12, a Court Martial was held on hoard the Salvador del Mundo,
in Hamoaze, on Mr. Nathaniel Prynn, master or' the .Achates, for absenting
himself from the ship several months, when he was at length sent on board

as a deserter. The charge being fully proved, Mr. Prynn received sentence

to be dismissed his situation of master in II. M.'s navy, and to serve before

the mast in such of II. M.'s ships as the port admiral should direct, and to

be mulct of all pay.

March 19 and 20, a Court Martial was held at Plyniouth, for-the trial of

CJ-'ipAin Jacob Walton, the officers, and crew of ii. M. late ship Amethyst,
for the loss of the said ship, in Plymouth Sound. The

x
court adjudecd

Captain Walton to be severely reprimanded ; and ihe master to be severely

reprimanded, and to serve in a sixth-rate for twelve months. The rest of

the officers and the crew were acquitted.

That part of Mr. W^oodgatc's sentence (late midshipman of the Tartarus)
which inflicted the punishment of two years solitary confinement on him,
for a riot, and using abusive language to Captain Flinn, at the Plyrnoutli
theatre, has been remitted by-the lords of the Admiralty.

anU appointments.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

Rear-admiral Foley to succeed Vice-admiral George Campbell, as

commatiiler-iu-chief in the Downs: Captain IJjde Parker to be his

captain.
Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood to succeed Vice-admiral Rowley, a*

commander-in-chief at Janiaii a.

Rear-atlmiral Sir Richard Keats to succeed Sir Samuel Hood, in the

Mediterranean; to hoist his flag oju board the Uibcrnia: Captain
Edward Kiltowe to be his captain.

Rear-admiral Philip Durham hoisls his flag in Ihe Milford, and is to

succeed Sir Richard Keats in the command at Cadiz.

Rear-admiral Hon. A. Legge hoists his flag in the Revenge, and suc-

ceeds Sir Thomas Williams at Lisbon.

Rear-atlmiral Sir Thomas Williams hoisls his flag on board the Royal
George, in the Channel Fleet.

Captains: William Kiii, lo the Milford ; Dillon, to the Leo-

pard; C. Nixon, to the Nightingale; Cell Biigh, to (he Acorn;
Patterson, to the Cfjlou; Cauliiciil, to the Iphigeuia;
Graham, to the Ncreide (late la Venus) ; T. S. Cowan, to the Barfleur

(acting-); W. Ferris, to the Diana; Richard Jones (acting), to the

Poictiers; Thomas Fellowes, to the rank of a post-captain.

Captain Thomas licadinglon, to be ageut for prisoners of war at
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the depot of Valleyfield, near Edinburgh ; Mr. James Gillies, to be sur-

geon to that depot.

Captain Pellowe, to be agent to the depot at Pennycuick ; and Mr.
Macansh to be surgeon to that depot.
The following appointments have taken place in the marine and naval

brigades on shore at Lisbon : Captain Wooldrige, R.M. commands at

Fort St. Julian; Captain Cox, at Belem ; Lieutenants Merton and
Nailer command companies; Captain Hornby, pay-master of a battalion;
Lieutenant Paxton, adjutant 2d battalion ; Lieutenant Kempster, ditto

1st battalion; Lieutenant Mallard, quarter-master; Major Westropp
has been superseded by Major Dickinson in the command of the 2d bit-

taiion ; a detachment of seamen are at St. Julian's, under Captain Knox,
Lieutenants Waring, Mitchell, and Hare, of the royal navy.

Captain W. B. Rider, who was dismissed the service a short time since,

for leaving his station in the West Indies without orders, has been re-

stored to his former rank by his R. H. the Prince Regent.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

Joseph Patey, to the Vigo ; Thomas Evans (2), to the Recruit ; Wil-

liam Locay, to the Salvador del Mundo ; John Wilson, to the Boyne ;

Edward Saurin, to the Alcmene; John Davis, to the Cressy ; Ale^aader

Dixie, to the Minerve ; John Knapman, to the Favourite ; George
Walker, to the Princess Charlotte; C. W. Richardson, to the Beagle;
Thomas Finnimore, to the Partridge : James Niven, to the Avenger ;

William Davis, to the Fame; J. Bumfreville, to the Ranger; Joseph
Dodd, to the Bedford; H. Pyne, to the Tremendous; John Fletcher,

to the Cressy; James B. Boyd, to tbeHelder; Charles Green, to the

Laurel; James Clark, to the Romulus; John Briue, to the Laurel t

John Conyers, to the Reynard; James Shaw, to the Rosario ; Thomas
Parker, to the Fame ; Mark lichen, to ditto ; Michael Spencer, to tha

Edinburgh; David Mapleton, to ditto; Thomas Archer, to ditto;

H. S. Smith, to ditto ; John Boss, to the Colossus; Robert Standley, to

the Cressy ; Geo. Fairless, to the Wolverene ; William Gas-bet, to the

Boyne } R. L. Gamage, to the Vigo; G. W. Sarmon, to ditto; James
Little (1), to the Edinburgh; Owen Owen, to the Royal George
J. M'Cundy, to the Princess Charlotte; W. Stopford, to the Woodlark

;

David Williams, to the Morristown armed brig; John G. Bird, to the

Elizabeth ; William Roberts, to the Sophie ; W. Henry Dixon, to the

Helder; Thomas Muir (2,, to the Calliope; George Bague, to the

Actzeon; Samuel Barrett, to ditto ; George Ellerby, to the Strombolo ;

James F. Warren, to the Dreadnought; Curtis Reid, to the Royal
William ; William Lovett, to the Fylla ; Thomas Drake, to the Crane

George Colebrook, to the Rose ; Andrew O'Brien, to the Recruit

Douglas Cox, to the Lynx; Jacob Bucknor, to the Marlborough

George Elliott, to^the Fame; Thomas Pettman, to the Belierophoii
James Keeinan (\), to the Resolute gun-brig; Thomas Birdwood

to the Princess Sophia Frederica prison-ship ; Lloyd, of the Boa

dicea, to the Hesper ; John Neill, to the Dictator: T. Rogers, to the

St. George; Ecken, to the Fame; W. D. Sheppard, to the

Undaunted; W. Brown (ii, to the Royal William; G. Bird, to the

Sophie; W. Garbeit, to the Boyne; T. Reid, and P. Dispowerius,
to the Waldemaar prison-ship; Lugg, an^ Butts, to the

Princess Caroline ; J. G. Bird, to the Elizabeth ; Barrett, to the

Actseon; White, to the Boyue; A. Cameron, to the Ardent ;

Cocksedge, to the Gorgon; G. Simmonds, to the Gannet;

Tridiett (acting), to the Little Belt, at Halifax; Jackson, to the
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His Majesty's Sfii[> Eoadicca, St. Paul's Road"?

SI R>
lalt c/' liourbon, '2 1st September, 1810.

I have tlic honour to inform you, that after having anchored in this hay,

or. the morning of the lth September, f discovered soon after three sail in

the otfin", two of which appeared to have suffered in their masts and"

ringing. I immcdiati ly weighed anchor, in company with the Otter sloop

r.nd btaimrh gun-hri;:, hut from h'Jit winds was nnahle for some hours to

dear the bay, at winch period the ships were nearly out of *>ighf.

The Boadicea having the advantage of a fresh breeze neared the enemy;
one of them, which had a crippled frigate in tow, cast her off, and made all

sail away from us, the third bore up under her courses (hav'ng lost her top-

mast*.) to protect the other, which enabled us to close with her
;
we soon

ran her alongside, and after a short, but close action, having lost nine

killed and fifteen wounded, she struck to the Boadicea, and proved to be

the French Imperial frigate Venus, of 44 guns, with a complement on

1' a\:ng port of three hundred and eighty men, commanded by Commodore
Hamelin, senior officer of the Freucli squadron in India, victualled and

stowed for six months.

She had in the early part of the morning, in company with the Victor

corvette, captured, after a most gallant defence, his Majesty's ship Ceylon,
commanded by Captain Gordon, having on board General Abercroruby
ami his staff, bound for this island.

I made the signal for the Otter to take possession of Ceylon, while we
took the Venus in tow, and they are both arrived in these roads, where I

irust we shall in a few days have them and the Africaine in a state for

service, which will again restore us to our accustomed ascendancy in these

eas
;

Colonel Keating having, with that zeal he has manifested on

every occasion, offered to complete their complements from the force under
Ins command.

It is with much satisfaction I have again to call your attention to the

gallantry and zeal manifested by my officers and ship's company, in pre-
sence of the enemy ; to which i have also to add that of Lieutenant limn-

say, of the 89th, with his detachment, doing duty on board.

To Lieutenant Langhorne I feel much indebted, for his al>le assistance

in taking charge of, and conducting into port the Africaine and la Venus,
and beg you will have the goodness to recommend him to the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty.

I think it my duty to nu-niion tire active zeal shewn by Captain Tomkin-
son, of the Otter, and Lieutenant Strutt, commander of the Staunch gun-
brig, both on the present service and those on which we have lately been

engaged; the latter is an officer of long service, whose meriis'being well
known to 3 ou, renders it unnecessary for me to recommend him to your
notice. I have the honour to be, &c.

JOSHUA ROWLEY.
To Vice-admiral Bertie, $c*

A l.lit vf t hi- Ki/fxl and Wounded on board his Majesty's Ship Boadicea, i/

Action uitk the French Imperial Frigate la Venus,' off Ihe hie of bour-
bon, on the 18/A Stftoitber, 1810.

Killed. None.

Wuundtd. Hcnjamin Brown, lanclman, badly; Stephen George, yeomat*
of the sheets, slightly.

The bowsprit Laiily wounded ; standing and runuing rigging much cat.
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His Majesty's Ship Ceyhn, St. Punl's, in the Island of

SIR, Bourbon, September 22, 1810.

J have to inform your Excellency, that, agreeably to your orders, T pro-
rrcded towards the Island ot' Bourbon, and on the 17th instant, being in

expectation of falling in with the blockading squadron off the harbour of
Port Louis, I reconnoitred that port, and estimated the enemy's force at

seven frigates and one large corvette. Not finding the squadron, bore up,
at noon, tor the Island of Bourbon. At one, two or' the enemy's ships were
observed coming out of port, and were soon discovered to be in chase of

his Majesty's ship ;
the headmost gained fast, and the sternmost slowly.

I continued under the same sail, endeavouring to draw them as far as pos-

sible, which also tended to extend the distance of the. chasing ships. At
fifteen minutes past twelve, on the enemy's coming alongside, I found her

to be a frigate of the largest class. After a severe conflict of one hour and
ten minutes, she hauled off and dropped astern, which I concluded was to

wait her consort's coming up.

Finding the great superiority of force I encountered (having drawn my
conclusion of the enemy's furce before dark), I lost not a moment in re-

pairiii": my rigging, which was much cut, and made sail, in hopes of reach-

ing the island. At two descried the enemy's second ship. At fifteen

minutes past two, the enemy's headmost frigate coining alongside, I shor-

tened sail to the top-sails, and renewed the action. At four I had the satis-

faction to see her mizen-mast and three top-masts go by the board ; a few
minutes afterwards, the Cevlon's fore and main top-masts fell. At this

time his Majesty's ship, being unmanageable, had suffered severely ; the

rigging and sails being cut to pieces, which entirely precluded all further

manoeuvre. The action was maintained and continued with great spirit.

At five A.M. the euemy's fore and main masts standing, with the assistance

of his fore-sail, enabled him to wear close under our stern, and take a

raking position on our lee quarter. His Majesty's ship lying an unmanage-
able wreck, I directed the inizrn top-sail to be cut away, and endeavoured
to set a fore-stay-sail, in hopes of getting the ship before the wind, but
without effect. The second ship having opened her fire, with the great

advantage the enemy had by having both his ships under command, enabled
him to take and keep his raking position, and pour in a heavy and de-

structive fire, while his Majesty's ship could only bring a few quarter-guns
to bear.

In thr shattered and disabled state of his Majesty's ship, a retreat was

impossible. The superiority of the enemy's heavy and destructive fire

left, me no hopes of success. Reduced to tins distressful situation, feeling
the firmest conviction thst every energy and exertion was called forth,
under the influence of the strongest impressions I had discharged my duty
and upheld the honour of his Majesty's arms, feeling it a duty I owed to

the otiicers and crew, who had nobly displayed that bravery which is so

truly their characteristic, when -I had lost all hopes of saving his Majesty's
ship, to prevent a useless eiinsion of blood, I was under the painful ne-

cessity of directing a light to be shewn to the second ship that we had
.struck.

I think it a duty I owe to Captain Ros, of his Majesty's 69lh regi-

ment, to thus publicly acknowledge the able support I received from
him and his party of men, who were acting as marines for the time being.
The enemy's force proved to be the Venus, of 44 guns, and 380 men

and Victor, of 20 guns, and 150 men; the former mounting 'v'S 18-puunderg
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Esq. secretary to his excellency Sir Alexander Cochrane, governor of

Guadaloupe.

March 11, at Greenwich, Captain Edgar, of the royal artillery, brother

of Captain Alexander Robert Kerr, of the Unicorn.

Lately, at High Wycombe, Sarah Louisa, oofy daughter of the late

Captain Charles Douglas, R.N. and uiece of Lieutenant-colonel Sir Hugh
Douglas, Bart.

Feb. 28, in the 24th year of his age, at Heavy Tree, near Exeter,
Samuel Tappen, Esq. late first lieutenant of the Rainbow.
March 14, at her apartments in the Naval Asylum, Greenwich-park,

Mrs. Yeo, matron of that institution, and widow of the late Governor

Yeo, 'of the royal hospital at Haslar.

March 14, at his seat at Euston Hall, Suffolk, in the 76th year of his

age, Augustus Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Grafton, Earl of Euston and

Arlington, &c. father of the Right Hon. Lord William Fitzroy, captain
in the R.N.
March 7, in Granby-street, Plymouth-dock, Lieutenant Crews, aged

25 years, !a!e commander of the Basilisk gun-vessel.
Of a consumption, Mr. Walter Kennedy, late of the Oiseau prison-

ship.
Feb. 28, at Teignmoulh, Mr. William Squarey, master in the R.N.

aged 65.

At her house near Teignmouth, Mrs. Bridges, wife of Captain
Bridges, R.N.

Lately, at Malta, in the 31st year of his age, Charles Hewes Rymer,
Esq. purser of (I. M.S. Cerberus.

On hoard H.M.S. Castor, at the Leeward Islands, Lieutenant Samuel

Bowditch, R.M, aged 26.

Lieutenaut Norman, first lieutenant of the Sirius (nephew of the late

Captain Norman, of Portsea) killed in the capture of the Isle de Passe

He was shot through the heart, in proceeding toward the shore, in the

Sirius's boat.

March 16, was picked up near Ryde, Isle of Wight, the body of the

late Mr. Henry Franklin, midshipman of H.M.S. Hussar, who was unfor-

tunately drowned, with another young gentleman, in a squall of wind,

going to Spitheud, on the 27lh of December last. His remains were
taken to Torr-Abbcy, Devon, to be deposited in the family-vault of his

uncle. George Cary. Esq.
March 9, Captain Bruce, of the James transport, drowned in going to

the relief of the Amethyst's crew, was picked up, and interred in

St. Charles church-yard, Plymouth.
The yellow fever has most destructively prevailed in the ships slationed

at the Leeward Islands. The A'yaden frigate, Captain Coltrell, has lost

47 men and officers, viz. Lieutenant Thomas Pierce, R.M. Mr. John
Jvlns^rave, master's male ; Messrs. Henry Dalby, Robert Norton,
William Bordford, Thomas Venables, Lewis S. Smith, and Kirk,

midshipmen ; Mr. Macf'arhme, captain's clerk, and :>8 men. The Thi-tin,

Captaiu Byam, lias suffered even more than the Nyadcn: she has It. at

r:\eu midshipmen, the captain's clerk, and 73 men. Lieutenant .-pott,
of tfie Star, died on the Sid of December.

Admiral C. Buclu.er, whose death is recorded at pnge 176, was mad*

post on the 17th of March, 170(5, and the first ship he commanded was
the Lar.\. lie was made a rear-admiral on the 1st of February, 179 i ;

a vicc-aJmiral on the 41 ii of July, 179-4 ; and aa admiriil on the Uth of

February, 1799.





THE 11



MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

HONOURABLE JOHN FORBES,
ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET, &C.

" To the liege lord of my dear native land,

1 owe a subject's homage ; but even him,

And his high arbitration, I'd reject :

Within my bosom reigns another lord

Honour, sole judge and umpire of itself!" HOME.

SIR
GEORGE FORBES, third Earl of Granard, the father

of the Honourable John Forbes, was a flag officer in his

Majesty's service. He entered into the navy very early in life ;

was promoted to the command of the Lynn, on the 16th of July,

1706; was appointed to the Sunderland, of 60 guns, in 1708;

and, afterwards, he commanded the Greenwich, of the same

force. In 1726, he commanded the Canterbury, also of 60 guns,

one of the squadron employed on the Mediterranean station, un-

der Admiral Hopson, to whom he was captain, and subsequently

under Sir Charles Wager, who succeeded that officer in the com-

inand. The events of the temporary war which broke out about

that period were, comparatively, unimportant ; but it fell to the

lot of Lord Forbes, to give the first proof of the actual commence-

ment of hostilities ; and, in the trivial occurrences of the time, he

had the satisfaction of being engaged as much as any of his con-

temporaries, on the same station. The contest terminated in

June, 1727 ; but Lord Forbes did not return to England till

April, 1728. In 1731, he commanded the Cornwall, of 80 guns,

one of the fleet which was sent to Cadiz, under Sir Charles Wager,

to settle the difference between the Spaniards and the Emperor of

Germany. After his return to England, he was, in April, 1733,

appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of St. Peters-

burgh, at which he arrived in the month of June following. In

May, 1734, he was made rear-admiral of the white ; and, in th

ol. XXV. * M
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succeeding month, he received his letters of recall. On his de-

parture from St. Petersburgh, the C/.arina presented him with a

diamond ring of considerable value, her picture elegantly set with

diamonds, and a purse of 6000 rubles. By the death of his

father, on the 24th of February, 1734, he became Earl of Gra-

nard. In the same year, he was made rear-admiral of the red ;

in 1730, vice-admiral of the blue
; and, in June, 1738, he was

appointed commandcr-in-chief of a squadron of ships intended for

the West Indies
; a command which he very soon resigned, and

docs not appear to have accepted of any farther naval employ-

ment. According to ARCIIUALE'S Peerage^ he was regularly and

progressively promoted, till he attained the rank of admiral of the

fleet ; a statement which we believe to be incorrect, as he is

known to have retired from the service prior to the year 1740.

In 1741, his lordship was elected M.P. for the boroughs of Air,

Irwin, &c. in Scotland. He was nominated one of the members

of his Majesty's privy council, and governor of the counties of

AVcstmcath and Longford, in Ireland ; appointments which he

resigned in 1756, when he was succeeded in the governorship of

Longford, by his eldest son. His lordship died on the 29th of

October, 1765, in the 80th year of his age.

The Honourable John Forbes was the second son of the noble-

man, of whose professional services we have given the above rapid

sketch. He was born about the year 1714 ; and received the

first part of his naval education under Sir John Norris, with whom
he acquired an exalted share of professional credit.

On the 7th of March, 1737, Mr. Forbes was promoted to the

rank of post captain, and appointed to the Poolc. On the 24th

of October, 1738, he was removed into the Port Mahon, a frigate

of 20 guns, employed on the Irish station ; and, on the 10th of

August, 1739, he was promoted to the Severn, of 50 guns, at

that time principally engaged as a cruiser in the Channel. In this

service, Captain Forbes had very little success ; his chief prize

being a Spanish privateer, of 14 guns, which had done con-

siderable mischief to our commerce. On the 9th of July, 1740,

he was removed into the Tyger, of 50 guns ; and, in 1741, he

commanded the Guernsey, of the same force, in which he pro-
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reeded to the Mediterranean, with some other ships, as a rein-

forcement to Admiral Haddock.*

After the arrival of Admiral Matthews in the Mediterranean, in

1742, Captain Forbes was removed into the Norfolk, of SO guns ;

and, in our memorable encounter with the French and Spanish

fleets, off Toulon, in 1744, he was stationed as one of that offi-

cer's seconds, in the centre division of the fleet. + On this occa-

sion, he behaved with the most distinguished gallantry.
" The

Norfolk," says Entick, the naval historian,
" after three quar-

ters of an hour, obliged the Constant, commanded by Don Augus-

tine Eturiago, the Spanish admiral's second, to bear away out of the

line, much disabled ; on which the Spanish admiral, and his se-

cond astern, notwithstanding their warm exercise against the Na-

mur and Marlborough, fired some guns at her to bring her back,

but to no purpose; for she continued to lie to leeward of them,

and never more returned to the battle : the Norfolk did not

think proper to quit the line in pursuit of her ; and having no

antagonist, she fell to windward, having 20 men killed, and 25

vounded, and her rigging, masts, and yards, considerably shat-

tered." As to the Norfolk not thinking proper to quit the line,

in pursuit of the Constant, the fact is that she was too much dis-

abled to pursue that ship, which crowded all the sail she could set.

u All the letters, observes Charnock,"+
" written from on

board the fleet immediately subsequent to the action, many of

which are still extant, bear the same uniform testimony to the

intrepidity and very distinguished conduct of this gentleman ; and

the tribute of popular applause appears to have been very equally

divided between himself and the very brave but unfortunate Cap.

tain Cornwall."

It is in the recollection of every naval reader, that the Admi-

* The British squadron was, at this time, chiefly employed in watching

the movements of the Spanish fleet.

+ The official, and French accounts of this engagement are inserted in

our memoir of the late Admiral Sir William Rowley, K.B. NAVAL

CHRONICLE, Vol. XXII. page 443.

+ Vide BIOGRAPHIA NAVALIS, Vol. IV. page 338.

^ A description of the monument which was erected in Westminster

Abbey, to the memory of Captain Cornwall, who lost his life in this action,

will be found in the XXIIId Volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 376.
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rals, Matthews and Lestock, were subsequently tried by courts

martial, for their conduct in the Mediterranean action ; and, for

the honour of Captain Forbes, it particularly deserves to be re-

corded, that, though his evidence went wholly against Admiral

Lestock, that officer was often heard to declare,
" that Mr.

Forbes's testimony was given like an officer and a gentleman !
"

Captain Forbes remained in the Mediterranean, during the con-

tinuance of hostilities, and was employed in the most important

teryices of the time. " On November 29, 1746, he commanded

the small vessels and pinnaces which supported the Austrian army
under Count Brown, in forcing the passage of the Var. The

force under Mr. Forbes consisted of the Phoenix frigate, the

Terrible sloop, a Barcolongo, on board which a party of German

soldiers were embarked, and eight armed pinnaces. These ves-

lels were stationed along shore, to the westward of the Var, and

at day-break on the 30th, commenced a very brisk fire on the

French post to the left of the village of St. Laurent. General

Brown bestowed the highest encomiums on the conduct of Cap-

tain Forbes, and declared, in the warmest terms of gratitude,

that the assistance he received from the English had been the prin-

cipal cause of his success." *

On the 15th of July, 1747, this officer was promoted to the

rank of rear-admiral of the blue squadron ; and, shortly after-

wards, he became, pro temporc^ commander-in-chief in tho Me-

diterranean. On the 12th of May, 1748, he was made rear-

admiral of the white, and, subsequently, rear-admiral of the

red ; but, in consequence of the war having terminated, he was

not appointed to any command.

On the 4th of February, 1755, he was promoted to be vice-

admiral of the blue ; and, on the llth of December, 1756, ho

was nominated one of the commissioners for executing (he office of

lord high admiral ; an honourable station, which he filled in a

manner highly creditable to his abilities, and with eminent service

to his country. Shortly afterwards, however, a remarkable cir-

cumstance deprived the nation, for a time, of his exertions. On

the condemnation of the unfortunate Admiral Byng, Admiral

*
Firfe C*UBNOCK> Bicgraphia Naialit, Vol. IV. page 340.
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Forbes, who certainly possessed the mildest manners, blended

with the most conscientious integrity, was the only member of the

Admiralty Board, who refused to sign the warrant for carrying tho

sentence into execution. For his refusal, he assigned the follow-

ing very honourable and satisfactory reasons :

" It may be thought great presumption in me to differ from so great

authority as that of the twelve judges ;
but when a man is called upon to

fcign his name to an act which is to give authority to the shedding of blood,
he ought to be guided by his own conscience, and not by the opinions of

ether men.
" In the case before us, it is not the merit of Admiral Byng that I con-

sider; whether he deserves death or not, it is not a question for me to

decide
; but whether or not his life can be taken away by the sentence

pronounced on him by the court martial, and after having so clearly ex-

plained their motive for pronouncing such a sentence, is the point which

alone has employed my most serious consideration.

" The 12th article of war, on which Admiral Byng's sentence is grounded,

says, (according to my understanding of its meaning)
'
that every person,

who, in time of action, shall withdraw, keep back, or not come into fight,

or do his utmost, &c. through motives of cowardice, negligence, or disaf-

fection, shall suffer death.' The court martial docs, in express words, ac-

quit Admiral Byng of cowardice and disaffection, and does not name the

word negligence. Admiral Byng does not, as I conceive, fall under the

letter or description of the 12th article of war. [t may be said that negli-

gence is implied, though the word is not mentioned, otherwise the court

martial would not have brought his offence under the 12th article, having

acquitted him of cowardice and disaffection. But it must be acknow-

ledged that the negligence implied cannot be wilful negligence ;
for wilful

negligence in Admiral Byng's situation, must have proceeded either from

cowardice or disaffection ;
and he is expressly acquitted of both these

crimes ; besides, these crimes, which are implied only, and not named, may
indeed justify suspicion and private opinion, but cannot satisfy the con-

science in case of blood.

" Admiral Byng's fate was referred to a court martial. His life and

death were left to their opinions. The Court martial condemn him to

death, because, as they expressly say, they were under a necessity of doing

BO, by reason of the letter of the law, the severity of which they complain

of, because it admits of no mitigation. The court martial expressly say,

that for the sake of their conscience, as well as injustice to the prisoner,,

they must earnestly recommend him to his Majesty for mercy. It is evi-

dent, then, that in the opinions and consciences of the judges, he was not

deserving of death.

" The question then is, shall the opinions or necessities of the court mar-

tial determine Admiral Byng's fate ? If it should be the latter, he wih
1

be

eaecuted contrary to the intentions and meaning of his judges; if the for-
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mer, his life is not forfeited
;

his judges declare him not deserving death }

but, mistaking either the meaning of the law, or the nature of his offence,

they bring him under mi article of war, which, according to their own de-

scription of his offence, he does not, I conceive, fall under ;
and then they

condemn him to death, because, as they say, the law admits of no mitiga-

tion. Can u man's life be taken away by such a sentence ? I would no

willingly be misunderstood, and have it believed that I judge of Admiral

Byng's deserts ; that was the business of a court martial, and it was my duty

only to act according to my conscience ; which, after deliberate considera-

tion, assisted by the best light a poor understanding can afford it, remains

still in doubt ; and therefore I cannot consent to sign a warrant, whereby
the sentence of the court martial may be carried into execution, for I can-

not help thinking, that however criminal Admiral Byng may be, his life is

not forfeited by that sentence. I do not mean to find fault with other

men's opinions; all I endeavour at is, to give reasons for my own; and all

I desire or wish is, that I may not be misunderstood. I do not pretend to

judge Admiral Byng's deserts, or give any opinion on the propriety of

the act.

"
Signed 6th February, 1757, at the Admiralty,

J. FORBES."*

Notwithstanding all the efforts which were made for the preser-

Yation of Admiral Byng's life, that officer suffered, pursuant to his

sentence, on the quarter deck of the Monarqtie, at Portsmouth,

on the 14th of March, 1757. + Admiral Forbes, in consequence

of his non-acquiescence with this obnoxious sacrifice, quitted the

Admiralty Board ; a new commission for which was sealed and

Some interesting particulars, relating to the trial of Admiral Byng,
will be found in our memoir of the late Admiral Sir J. Moore, NAVAL

CHRONICLE, Vol. III. page 431, el seq.

i In the church, at South-Hill, Bedfordshire, is the following inscription,

to the memory of this unfortunate officer :

" To the perpetual disgrace of

Public justice,

The Honourable John Byng,
Vice-Admiral of the blue,

Fell a martyr to

Political persecution

On March 14, in the year 1737
;

When bravery and loyalty

Were insufficient securities

For the life and honour

Of a naval officer,"
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published on the 6th of April following. His inflexible integrity,

however, obtained its deserved triumph over his opponents ; and,

in a short time (we believe on the 29th of June) he was recalled

to his former station, with a brilliancy of character, which the

world might probably have been less acquainted with, had not such

an opportunity offered of making it, without the least ostentation,

so generally known.

He retained his scat at the Admiralty Board, till the 23d of

April, 1763 ; during which period, we have only to remark, that,

on the 31st of January, 1758, he was promoted to the rank of

admiral of the blue squadron.

On his quitting the Admiralty Board, he was appointed Ge-

neral of Marines; in the year 1770, he was made admiral of the

white squadron ; and, on the death of Lord Hawke,* in 1781, he

succeeded that nobleman as admiral of the fleet.

During the latter part of Admiral Forbes's life, a remarkable

circumstance occurred respecting his holding the appointment of

General of Marines ; the particulars of which, reflecting the high-

est honour upon the admiral, are thus related in the European

Magazine, for March, 1796 :

"
During a late administration, it was thought expedient to offer a noble

lord, very high in the naval profession, and very deservedly a favourite of

his sovereign and his country, the oflice of General of Marines, held by
Admiral Forbes, and spontaneously conferred upon him by his Majesty, as

a reward for his many and long services ;
a message was sent by the minis-

ters, to say it would forward the King's service if fie would resign, and that

he should be no loser by his accommodating government, as they proposed

recommending to the King to give him a pension, in Ireland, of 30001. per

annum, and a peerage to descend to his daughter. To this Admiral Forbes

sent an immediate answer. Tie told the ministers the generalship of the

marines was a military employment, given him by his Majesty as a reward

fur his services ; that, he thanked Goci, he had never been a burthen to

his country, which lie had served, during a long life, to the best of his

ability, and that he would not condescend to accept of a pension, or bar-

gain for a peerage : he concluded by laying his generalship of marines, to-

gether with his rank in the navy, at the King's feet, intreating him to take

both away, if they could forward his service ;
and at the same time assuring

bis Majesty, he would never prove himself unworthy of the former honours

* A portrait and memoir of Lord Hawke will be found in the Vllth Vo-

)uoie of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 453.
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he had received, by ending the remnant of a long life as a pensioner, or

accepting of a peerage obtained by political arrangement. His gracious

master applauded his manly spirit, ever after continued him in his high

military honours, and, to the day of his death, condescended to shew him

strong marks of his regard."

In the publication from which we have transcribed the above

anecdote, we find the subjoined sketch of Admiral Forbes's

character :

" He was remarkable, above all other men, for his extensive and univer-

al knowledge of naval affairs, having studied them, in all their branches,

with a perseverance, and observed upon them with an acuteuess and judg-

ment, altogether unparalleled ; his miud was capable of embracing the

greatest and most complicated objects ; and having bent it towards the

study of that profession, of which he was allowed, by the universal voice of

his cotemporarie?, to be a principal ornament, he attained such a summit

of nautical skill, as rendered him the oracle of all those who were most

eminent, whether in the direction of the fleets of this nation, or in the

equally arduous task of superintending the civil departments of the dif-

ferent branches of the marine." ... ..... " In the earlier part of his life,

he was peculiarly noticed, as an able, enterprising, and intrepid officer."

___ ....." Such are the outlines of the public character of Admiral

Forbes. Infirmity deprived him of exerting his great talents, in his latter

days, publicly for the service of his country; but all who had the hap-

piness of his acquaintance will agree, that in private life he continued, to

his last breath, an example of the brightest virtue which can adorn the hu-

man character."

For some years prior to his death, Admiral Forbes lived totally

in retirement
;
a retirement rendered truly honourable, by his for-

mer faithful and perfect discharge of all public and private duties,

as an officer, and as a man. He died, at the advanced age of 82,

on the 10th of March, 1796, respected, revered, and lamented

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Archdale furnishes the following curious etymology of the name of

Forbes; to which we have added, from the same author, an abridged

account of the genealogy of this ancient family :

" This family, says the ancient Scotch historian, Boece, as quoted by
Sir David Dalrymple, were originally called Bois ; but one of the family

having killed a mighty bear that infested the country, they assumed the

coat of armour they now use, and the name of Forbes. This celebrated

person was the son of Alexander Bois, Lord of the Castle of Urquhart,

which being assaulted aud taken by King Edward the First, in the year
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S304, that monarch ordered all the prisoners to be put to death, except the

wife of the above mentioned Alexander, who was then pregnant. The

child, of which she was delivered, proved a boy ; and, having slain a

mighty bear, that infested the country, he received the appellation of For-

beast
; and this was afterwards corruptly pronounced Forbes.

"
They had sundry grants in the Mearnes from King Robert Bruce;

and the land of Forbes, in the shire of Aberdeen, from King Alexander the

Second, from whose reign., in the thirteenth century, that castle hath been

the seat of the chief branch of the family,
" Alexander Forbes, the son of 'Alexander Bois, loyally adherinc to

King David Bruce (son of the said Robert) against Edward Baliol, who,

by the assistance of King Edward the Third, had usurped the crown of

Scotland, in 1331, was killed in the battle of Duplm the year after.

" To him succeeded Sir John Forbes, his son, who was knighted by

King Robert the Second, successor to his uncle David, (in whose service

his father was killed) and being seated at Castle Forbes, was styled Sir

John Forbes, of that ilk, (a term used in Scotland, when the name of a

family and seat are the same) and acquiring from Thomas, Earl of Mar,
several lands in the County of Aberdeen, was confirmed therein by the

charter of the said King, in 1393; and, in 1395, appointed justiciary within

the bounds of Aberdeen, and coroner of that shire. He married Eliza-

Iieth, daughter of Kennedy, of Dunure ; by whom he had three sons,

Sir Alexander, his heir ; Sir William (who married Margaret, daughter and

Jieir to Sir William Frazer, of Philorth, with whom having the barony of

Pitsligo, and a son, Alexander, he was ancestor to Alexander Forbes,

created 24th July, 1633, Baron of Pitsligo, whose descendants enjoy that

title) ; and Sir John the third son, who obtained the Tlianedom of For-

niartia, by the marriage of Margery, daughter and heir to Sir Henry Pres-

ton, of Formartin
;

ana was founder of the family of Tolquhon, from

whom branched those of Foveran, Watertown, Coloden, and others.

"
Sir James Forbes, only son of the above named Alexander, was

created Lord Forbes by King James the Second of Scotland; and from

Patrick Forbes, his younger son, was lineally descended Sir Arthur Forbes,

of Castle Forbes, in the parish of Clongish, and County of Longford, Baro-

net, who was advanced, by King Charles the Second, to the dignity of Earl

of Granard, on the 30th of December, 1634."

The said Arthur, first Earl of Granard, married Catharine, daughter of

Sir Robert Nwcomen, Bart, and widow of Sir Alexander Stewart, (ances-

tor to tire late Earl of Elesinton) by whom he had issue, Arthur (his suc-

cessor) four other sons, and one daughter. Arthur, second Earl of Gra-

nard, married, in October, 16f8, Mary, eldest daughter of Sir George

Itawdon, Bart, whose great grandson, Sir John, was created Earl of Moira.

By this lady he had issue, Arthur, killed in a duel, in Flanders, unmarried
;

Edward, killed at the battle of Hockstet, 1704, unmarried; George, his

successor; Jane, married to Major Josias Champagne, of Portariingtoii ;

, 8of XXV. 2 x
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and Dorothy, died Unmarried. George, third son of Cranard, and

jn the British fleet, married Mary, eldest daughter of William, the first

lord Moumjoy, relict of Phineas Preston, of Ardsallagh, in Meath, Esq.

By this lady, wlio died in 1765, aged 80, he had issue, Mary, married to

- Irvine, Esq. ; George, his successor
;
and John, the subject of tLe

preceding memoir.

The said Admiral John Forbes married, August 6, 1753, Lady Mary
Capel, born October 13, 1722 (fourth daughter of William, third Earl of

Essex) and by her, who died April 9, 1782, he had issue, two daughters,

twirt, born in 1760, viz. Catherine Elizabeth, married to the Hon.

William Wellesley Pole, brother to the Marquis Wellesley ;
and Marit

Eleanor.

George, fourth Earl of Granard, a lieutenant-general of the army, who

Succeeded his father in 1726, married his first cousin, Letitia, daughter of

Arthur Davys, of Carrickfergns, and died October 16, 1769, leaving issue

by his lady, who died May 19, 1778, one son, George, the fifth Earl, who

was born April 2, 1740. He married first, in 1759, Dorothea, second

(laughter of Sir Nicholas Bayley, Bart, and by her, who died February 24,

1764, he had one son, George, his successor. He married, secondly,

April 20, 1766, Lady Georgina Augusta Berkeley, sister to Frederick

Augustus, Earl Berkeley, born September 18, 1749; by whom he had

issue, Henry, born September 22, 1769; Frederick; Anne Gecrgina, born

July 7. 1772; Argusta, born October 4, 1773; Georgina Louisa, born

December, 1779 ;
and Elizabeth, born December, 1730. His lordship

died April 16, 1780, and his lady remarried with the Rev. Samuel Little,

D.D< George, the sixth and present Earl of Granard, born June 14,

1760, married, May 10, 1779, Lady Selina Frances Rawdon, fourth daugli-

ter of John, Earl of Moira, born April 9, 1759. By this lady he has issue,

George John, Lord Forbes, a major-general in the army, born at Mont-

pellier, in Franco, May 3, 1785 ; Elizabeth Mary, born at Vienna, Decem-
ber 3, 1786, married, October 15, 1807, George Augustus Henry Anne

Lord Rancliffe ; Seli.ua Frances, born at Dublin, July 20, 1788, died 1791 ;

Adelaide Dorothea, born August 10, 1789 ;
Francis Reginald, born Sep-

tember 17, 1791; Ferdinando, born December, 1793, died February 13,

J802 ;
and a daughter, born February 23, 1795.

The present Earl, a colonel in the army, and governor of Longford, was

treated, by patent, February 21, 1806, Baron (English) Granard, of Castle

Donnington, in Leicestershire.

ARMS. -Azure three bears' hleads couped, argent, muzzled, gules.

CREST. On a wreath, :. bear, passant, argent, gutte Uc sang, muzzled,

lcS.

MOTTO. Fax mends (ucmdium j>kria t
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS,

JJANTES IN GURG1TE VASTO.

MEMORANDUM RELATING TO INDIAN COMMERCE.

A NOTIFICATION was published last spring at Calcutta, intimating
-LJ- the intention of government to permit country ships, under certain

restrictions, to proceed from thence to England, laden with cargoes on

account of their respective owners. All vessels sailing under the terms of

this advertisement are required to put to sea previous to the 31st of May.
The articles which they are prohibited from shipping, are, piece goods, ravt

silk, indigo, pepper, salt.-petre, ten, and nankeens.

As sugar and rice will hnrdiy pay the charges of freight from Bengal t&

England, and as the quantity of drugs which the British market is capable

of receiving must be necessarily limited, cotton would of course form the

principal article of exportation with those'who might chuse to avail them-

selves of the above indulgence.

ST. HELENA POLICE..

AMONG the many ordinances promulgated at St. Helena, in 1700, vre

find the following .curious passage :
" Whereas several idle, gossiping

women, make it their business to go from house to house, about the island,

inventing and spreading false and scandalous reports of the good people

^hereof, and thereby sow discord and debate among neighbour?, and often

between men and their wives, to the great grief and trouble of all good
and quiet people, and to the utter extinguishing of all friendship, amity, and

pood neighbourhood, for the punishment and suppression whereof, and to

the intent that all strife may be ended, charity revived, and friendship con-

tinued, we do order, that if any woman from henceforward* shall be con-

victed of talc-bearing, mischief-making, scolding, drunkenness, or any other

notorious vices, they shall be punished by ducking, or whipping, or such

other punishments as their crimes or transgressions shall deserve, as the

governor and council shall think fit.*

THANKS TO ADMIRAL CAMPBELL.

(COPY.)

SIR, ll.yal Naral Hospital, Deal, <>lth Ftbruant, 1811.

Ox the eve of resigning your public station as commander-in-chief of

II. M.'s ships and vessels of war in the Downs, v\e cannot help testifying

lo you our sincere regret on the occasion.

^Vs embrace also this opportunity of exprc&ing our grateful sense f th<i
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constant support experienced from you, as well as your invariable readi-

ness and atteniion to promote to the utmost, the public service of th

hospital.

We have the honour to be, with the highest respect and esteem,

SIR,

Your most humble and most obedient servants,

(Signed) P. DOWER, Governor.

JAS. MAGENNIS, Physician.

A. C. HUTCHISON, M.D. Surgeon.

Vice-admiral Campbell, Commander-

in-chicj', 4~c. <"C.

(COPY.)

GENTLEMEN, Monmouth, Downs, Q5th February, 1811.

Anxious to discharge the duties of my situation, I must ever feel proud
of the approbation of the well judging and respectable; and with heart-

felt satisfaction beg to return my sincere thanks for the highly "ratifying

letter you have honoured me with, and shall ever remember with honest

pricle, so flattering a testimony of my having faithfully discharged ray duty,

whilst I had the honour to be in this command, and which I cannot quit

without expressing the satisfaction I have ever felt in observing the great

attention paid by you to the Royal Hospital i;i your, different departments,
and the good regulations established therein.

(Signed) GEO. CAMPBELL, Vice-admiral.

P. Dower, Esq. Governor.

Dr. James Magennis, Physician.

Dr. A. C. Hutchison, Surgeon.

DUBLIN COMMEMORATION OF NELSON.

A NEW idea hns been fallen upon in Dublin, respecting the commemora-
tion of the unequalled naval exploits of the transcendant Nelson. Our

worthy fellow-subjects of the Irish capital have resolved to provide for ever

from the funds collected for the erection of the monument to that great

commander, (which now forms an additional ornament to Dublin) for the

maintenance of two disabled seamen, whose occupation is to be the taking

cure of the commemorative architectural tribute to Nelson's memory. In

the first instance, they are to be chosen from among those who were actu-

ally engaged in the ever-memorable battle of Trafalgar; and afterwards

from meritorious seamen,' as it may happen. The use of this, both in

guarding the sacred testimonial of national veneration, and in making that

gijjinl conducive to the grand purpose of rewarding naval heroism, is an

admirable combination, and well deserves imitating, in similar circum-

stances. Few things arc more disgraceful to the national character, than

l!:t mutilated state of many of our public statues and monuments, both

within and without wails.
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EARLDOM OF ROSCOMMON.

A REPORT has appeared in print, that the earldom and estates of Ros-
common are likely to fall to a sailor. TLis is rather a novel mode of a tar's

acquiring wealth and titles. But Jack, having, it seems, recently united in

holy wedlock with the daughter of a coachman at Falmouth, may, should he

succeed, qualify himself without much difficulty for the society of some of

the most dashing patricians. His worthy father-in-law has only to give him
a few lessons: then he may quit the deck and mount the box, exchange

reefing and steering and a bluejacket, for ti hipping and driving and a dtab

grtat-coat, become a noble charioteer, and one of the primestfashionables
of the present generation.

PENANG STATISTICS.

THE population of the island of Penang, on the first of March, 1810, was

ascertained to be 21,985 inhabitants, exclusive of the military, itinerants,

and convicts. Of the above number there are in

George Town 14,300
Poolo Tecoos District 1,739

Jelootong District 2,189

Gloogor District, including Poolo Jeraja. 1,596

Soongy Cluan Dibtrict 2,361

Total.. 21,985

COLONIAL DANGER FROM PRO6ELYTISM.

SEVERAL private letters from India, express serious apprehensions as to

the state and prospects of that part of our empire. Those missionaries who,
in their zeal for proselytism, forget the spirit of their religion, and resort to

fraud and force for the propagation of Christianity, continue to irritate the

natives. The alarm among the Hindoos is universally obvious. If insult

be thus offered to the religion, or outrage to the prejudices of any people*

whether in India or in any other part of the empire, we must expect the

hatred of that people. One of the letters from India contains a statement

that the native troops participate in the alarm created by the conduct of the

missionaries. It also mentions a rumour of the burning of a missionaries*

church by the natives.

SPIRITED DEFENCE OF THE MARLBOROUGH, POST OFFICE PACKET.

THE following account of the defence of the Marlborough, against a

French privateer, at the latter end of the year 1810, is copied from a Ply-

mouth paper, the date of which we have lost :

"
Early on Monday morning, before the Marlborough made the land, a

schooner appeared in sight, but the weather being hazy they afterwards

lost sight of her for a considerable time. About 9 A.M. she again appeared,

standing towards them under a press of sail. By this time the/ were withia
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three leagues of the Lizard, and within sight of Pendennis Castle. Captain

Ball finding no notice was taken of his signals, ordered the packet to he

cleared for action, which was done with the greatest alacrity, when point-

ing to the shore, lie said to his crew,
' There is Pendennis Castle : there is

\our home.' This appeal was received with the greatest enthusiasm. About

a quarter pa<:t 10, the schooner being within pistol-shot of the packet's

stern, Mr. James, second in command, who so gallantly defended the

lUarlbot'OUgh in the engagement on the 27th of July, 1810, discharged a

tnusket at the schooner, who immediately hoisted the French ensign and a

Moody flag : upon which the packet commenced the engagement, wah

cannister shot and musket balls, which did great execution, as the water

was quite smooth, and not a breeze of wine. At half-past ten the privateer

was close to the packet's .bow, and there being no idea, but that they

intended to board, and the mail lying at the side next the Frenchmen, who

could tiave prevented its being thrown overboard, in a few minutes it wus

; at this critical moment a gun loaded with cannister-shot was fired

into her bows, and cleared her forecastle, which compelled them to sheer

off, and give up their purpose of boarding. At 8 minutes before 1 L A.M.

the privateer ceased firing, and got out ten sweeps on each side, with the

assistance of which, in about twenty minutes, she got out of reach of the

packet's guus. Mr. James was wounded in the face early in the action, but

would not quit the dcek for a moment. A boy was also severely wounded

in the thigh; there was no other person hurt on board the packet. The

privateer is- pierced for 16 guns, but had only 12 guns and two swivels on

Voard, and is supposed to have had at least 140 men. The packet carries

C guns, tind had 28 men. Captain Bull pays the highest compliment to the

utiicers and men of the Marlborough. Lieutenant Cock, R.N. who is sta-

tioned at the signal-post, gallantly put off with two boats manned by 18

men, to the assistance of the packet, as soon as the firing commenced, and

came on board soon after the action ceased
; had it continued, their

assistance would have been truly valuable.

" The engagement was seen from the- heights near Falmouth, where the

/riends of Captain John Bull, (vrhose name is truly characteristic of his

spirit) beheld the unequal contest and glorious triumph of these heiocs witU

imdtacribable sensations."

rNrORTUNATE ATTA8K ON A FLEET OF MALAY PROWS.

A IETTKU from Malacca, dated on the 22d of October, 1810, states a$

follow?:

" The market for opium in this quarter, is at a stand, owing to the non-

jirrival of the BooggieM prows. A late unfortunate occurrence has had

the effect of preventing any of these vessels from coming to this port, and

liow long this eil'cct may continue, I cannot pretend to determine: I will

liowcvtr relate to you some of the particulars of the event to which I al-

lude. About a month >ago, a fleet of twenty-one Bouggirse prows, ou

,-assa^c up the Straits to this place, fell in with llic Pieclmontaijf
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frigate off Mount Formosa. Tlie frigate conceiving from their appear-
ance, that they were pirates, and it is often extremely difficult to dis-

tinguish vessels of that description from trading prows, sent her boats

armed to attack the fleet of supposed pirates. The Malays, it is said,

perceiving the mistake under which they were likely to be attacked, en-

deavoured to explain that they were not pirates, but traders peaceably

proceeding to Malacca and Penang. They could not make themselves

understood. ainl the attack proceeded. On this, the Malays made a most

desperate resistance ; determined to sell their lives as dearly as possible,

many of them ran a muck; and ru&hing headlong with their creases on

the Europeans, compelled a number of the seamen to leap overboard.

After a smart conflict, unequal from the number of Malays who were en-

gaged, the boats were obliged to return to the frigate,- the prows made otf,

and returned to Rhio and Lingin.
" In this unfortunate affair we had two seamen killed, five officers

and about 30 seamen severely wounded : some of these are desperately

wangled.

"The commanding-officer of this settlement has dispatched messengers
*nd letters to Rhio, assuring the Raja, that the attack on the fleet of

prows, originated entirely in mistake, and inviting them to resort to this

port as usual, under the assurance of a cordial reception. The Malay*
are obstinate, and refuse to visit any English port. Forty prows from dif-

ferent Malayan islands, hearing, upon their arrival at Rhio, of the attack off

Formosa, declined continuing their voyage to Penang and Malacca, to

which port they were bound, and they now remain at Rhio. Mr. Keok, f

gentleman of this place, possessing much influence with the Malays, has

written to the Raja and principal people at Rhio, in the hope of effecting a

reconciliation so desirable to our commercial interest."

PROCEEDINGS CF A FRFNCII SQUADIION IN THE INDIAN SEAS.

ONE of last year's Calcutta newspapers, contains the following report

from Mr. J. L. Aubert, late chief officer of' the Hon. Company's brig, Orient,

captured by the French :

" The II. C. brig Orient, Captain Ilarman, having landed despatches
from the government of Prince of Wales' island, at Vizagapatam, left the

latter port on the 18th of July last, (1309) in prosecution of her voyage to

Bencoolen. On the afternoon of the 26'th of the same month, they saw a

strange sail bearing about E. S. E. standing towards the brig, which they

took to be a British cruiser, but being charged with despatches, made all

Sail to avoid her; the stranger continued the chase, and gained fast upon

the Orient, being then off the south end of the Great Nicobnr; at lv,x!>

past 9 P. M. she fired a shot, which fell close to the brig, and at 10 being

near, fired another, which passed over the vessel ; being by this time under

her n,uns, she hailed the Orient, in English, to send a boat on board ;
still

thinking her to be a British cruiser, the boat was sent with the second

officer i the mistake however, being almost immediately afterwards d;s-
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covered, the despatches, public and private letters, and newspapers, were all

thrown overboard.

"The boat returned, manned with French officers and men, and the

Orient was taken possession of by La Venus, French frigate, of 44 guns,
commanded by Monsieur Hamelin.
" On the same night, the Orient with Captain Harman, (who had been

confined to his cabin for some time by severe indisposition), with part of

the native crew, was despatched to the Mauritius. Mr. Hubert, Mr-

Joseph James, the second officer, the gunner and seacunnies, having been

previously sent on board the frigate.

" La Venus continued her cruise, in nearly the same station for about a

week, and then proceeded to the Carnicobars for water; she was there

joined by La Manche, French frigate, and the Creole corvette, of 14 guns;

having completed their water, the squadron took its station off the Prcparis,

and from thence went to Acheen Head, where they parted company; and

La Venus proceeded to Hog island, off which she cruised about ten days,

during which time she captured the schooner Lady William Bcntinck,Capt.

Hunter, from Madras, laden with piece goods, and bound to Tappanooly*
and Patlang; they took out her cargo, and kept the vessel in tow, and

proceeded to the southward of Pulo Nius; where, with the assistance of

the schooner, the frigate filled up her water. Here she was again joined

by La Manche, and a few days afterwards (on the 8th October), by the

Creole, accompanied by the American ship Sansom, which she had cap-
tured at Soosoo, the Sansom had come from Liverpool, and had on board

30,000 dollars in specie; they dispatched her to the Isle of France.
" On the 10th October, the Creole again quitted the two frigates. On

the following day, the Bentinck was given up to Captain Hunter, on con-

dition of his landing the persons who had been taken out of the Orient and

ihe Sansom, upon the coast of Sumatra, but not to go to Bencooleti : the

Bentinck arrived off Tappanooly on the 13th October, and found that the

f>ince had been taken pnsscisiou of, and also the brig Friendship, Captain

Nnptef, by the Creole, which vesstl was still lying there, and detained the

Bentinck not suffering any person to land from her.

" About the 21st of the same month, la Mancltc and la Venus, arrived

off Tappanooly; and three or fot:r cays afterwards (having previously sent

the female part of the families at Tappanooly on board the Bentinck),

the squadron disabled the guns, plundered all valuable property, and then

set fire to every building, whether public or private; carried off all the

enttle, maimed the horses; and destroyed the plantations upon th main:.
the gentlemen resident at Tappanooty, were sent on board the Venus.

The French commanders deciartd thoir intention of taking Mr. ilays to

Mauritius. Mr. Prince the resident, was absent at Padang.
" On the 23d of October, the Lady William Bentinck was allowed to

* See NATAI. C'UJICMCLK, V*i. XXill, 50i. Captain Ilaiiiwlia wa uk
kit-be Mauritius
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proceed to Padang; and on the same evening, tl)e French squadron, with

the Friendship, quitted Tappanooly.
" The Beatinck reached Padang on the 29-th of October, sailed from

thence lor Calcutta, and afterwards arrived at Madras.
" The Orient was the first capture made by the squadron above-men-

tioned.''

INEBRIETV.

ANKO 1779, one Mr. Constable of Woolwich, passing through die

thurch-yard of that place, at 12 o'clock at night, was surprised to hoar a

loud noi.se like that of* several persons singing; at first he thought it pro-
ceeded from the church, but on going to the church doors, found them fast

shut, and within silent. The noise continuing, he looked round the churth-

yard and observed a light in one of the large family tombs ; going up to

it, he found some drunken sailors, who had got into a vault, and were rc-

jaling themselves with bread, cheese, and tobacco, and strong beer. They
told him they belonged to the Robuste man of war, and, that having re-

solved to spend a jolly night on shore, they had kept it up in a neighbouring

alehouse, till they were turned out by the landlord, and were obliged to

take shelter here, to finish their evening. In their jollity, they had opened
lome of the coffins, and crammed the mouth of one of the bodies full

of bread, cheese, and beer. Mr. Constable, with much difficulty, pre-

vailed on them to return to their ship. In their way thither one of them

being much in liquor, fell down, and was suffocated in the mud. On
which his comrades took him up on their shoulders, bringing him back to

sleep in company with the honest gemmen with whom he passed the eveniug.

This story is positively matter of tact.

CORRESPONDENCE.

M!l< EDITOR,

AT a period when our commerce suffers such injury from the enemy's*

privateers, it is the duty of every one, if he has any idea of a mca <s

by which this loss may be prevented, or materially lessened, to communicate

it. Conversing with a person who had visited the Continent, he mr.uiimid

to me that, a few months since, he was accidentally at Boulogne, when h s

attention was drawn by several groupes of people in earnest mid melan-

choly conversation. On investigating the cause, he found that two of tiieir

privateers had that morning returned, one with the loss of '28, and the

other of 36 men; that they had in conjunction attempted to bourd a mer-

chant brig, which instead of being charged with
their^ expected plunder,

was conveying troops of some description, why rising unexpectedly made

that carnage among them. Nothing, my informant says, could equal the

dismay and distress that prevailed amo.ig this description ot,people, and

. er&ron. (Bol. XXV. 2 o
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hat sonic time elapsed before they could again man those vessels. I confess

this information made great impression on me, from its seeming strongly to

corroborate an ii'ca I had long entertained of the practicability, if not of an-

nihilating at least of greatly reducing tiie number of the enemy's privateers ;

and in the number so reduced, of producing that caution and delay whicli

might possibly facilitate the escape of some of our vessels. The plan which

has often engaged my thoughts is, that two or three merchant vessels,

having as little as possible the appearance of ships of war, or armed vessels,

*ach having on board such a number of men as may be considered sufri-

eien-r, well trained to the use of the musket or rifle, should be kept sailing

on such parts of our coas>t as are most infested by privateers : and thatr

when attacked by the enemy under a conviction of their being private ves-

*els, in their favourite plan of boarding, our mc:i ('who might easily kecpi

themselves to this period in concealment) might, without ditticulty, give

them such a lesson, as that which the two privafeers I have before-men-

tioned received. The system of attack on privateers of the description that

infest the narrow parts of the Channel, to be effective, must be by board-

ins, as in any other they might be kepe at buy by a single twelve-

pounder. That some inconveniences may attend the execution^ of such

project, I can conceive, but I am not aware of any at all commensurata

vith the benefit I should anticipate from it. This kind. of service may ba

aid to be full of hazard and danger, and that those engaged in it cannot

Le rewarded by the capture of the enemy's vessel. With regard to its-

danger, I think it would only have enough to take off the tedium of the

service. I imagine it would not in reality be great. The vessel'*

bulwarks might be made nm.-kft-proof ; and during the short period
i>f attack, our men would be engaged- under so many advantages,

tfcat the hazard could not be of great consideration. To compensate them

for leaving a miserable mutilated crew in, possession of their vessel, they

might be handsomely rewarded for each vessel repulsed that should attack

them. As soon :is it was conjectured that the enemy would be able to par-

fifulari/c the vessels in question, they might be eithet uevv painted or

changed for others with iitdc inconvenience.

A. B.

rf*^MI

MR. inrvon,

WlIOFATlil
has rend or seen the Opera of " The Jew of Mogadore^'

would suppose, that of the unfortunate persons who are from time

to time wrecked on the Arab coast, ome have experienced disinterested

assistance from individuals of the Isracliti^,h race. I will, therefore, beg

leave, through the medium of the NAVAL CIUIONICUE, to state facts n

they are ; appealing to all those who have been in the hapless situation of

Captives on that coast, and to their friends and connexions in various parts
of the world, for the truth of my narrative. Vessels are generally wrecked

between IVlogadore, which is in 31 and 20 X. lat.
;

at least, it is rare that

we hear any thing of ships or crews that may be stranded more to the

souihwaid. The people, ai'tec wandering about iu some instance* sev/..i
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days, are taken by -the roving Arabs, and generally, ere len<;, fall Into th
hands of a Chief, or Sheik of Wednoon, named Abeidlla. From this

man, the Jews who live in the parts around his territory purchase the im-
fortunate people for a mere trifle, and then send off couriers to Mogadore,
with letters from the captives to the different European consuls, agents!
and merchants, imploring assistance

; also with orders from the Jew in
whose hands they are, to his agent at Mogadore, to treat fur their ransom,
and to coiiect all possible information as to the friends any of the unhappy
persons may have, and means of raising money.
A year frequently passes away in treating for their liberty ; as the Jew

(if there is the least readiness to come forward displayed on the part of
any person at Mogadore) generally keeps increasing his demands, and, in

"the interim, to induce compliance, puts the oflicers or passengers in irons,
beats them frequently, and, in some instances, they have been crammed
into matamores, which are subterraneous stores for corn, and one gentle-
man was put in head downwards.

The Jew at Mogadore has a perfect understanding with the Jew to the

southward, and takes a handsome sum out of the amount paid for their

release. If any of the captives wish to be supplied with any thing more
than the wretched fare the Jew allows him, he gets it by giving drafts on

his friends at Mogadore; nnd, if his order is not paid, he has a good por-
tion of blows bestowed on him by his humane master.

If the captives could be procured direct from the hands of the Arabs,
without the mediation of the Jews, their ransom would be trifling in com-

parison to what it is, and their sufferings much shortened. It sometimes

happens, that the Jew does not wholly purchase them from the Sheik, but

they make a partnership concern of it; and, when this is the case,, Uie cap-

tive fares very badly, as the Jew., who thinks himself screened by the

patronage of the Moor, treats with seveijty, and instigates the Moor to use

much more hardly the person or persons they have in their power. In a

Jate instance, three hundred dollars were the sum agreed on for the ransom

of an American gentleman; but, be/ore the courier could arrive at VVed-

iioon, he had changed masters, and had been got from the hands of the

Moorish Sheik, into those of a principal Jew ; and, ufttr another year of

juisery, he was relea cd out of captivity by tike pnymect of fourteen hun-

dred dollars to his Jewish r.iastcr. Nadab, or whatever ease his name

might be, did not think it safe to come to Mogadore ta receive the money;
so the American ngen-t sent it down to St. Cm?,, where the gentleman was

delivered into the hands of his people, and Messrs. C
,
who were

directed by the family of the sufferer to pay all charges, reimbursed that

amount, with other sums, the day that he was brought to their house. For

my own part, I do not believe there is above one or two Uarhary or Moga-
dore Jews, who would miss, or could resist, a similar opportunity of gain.

An event has, however, occurred, which probably will make that race

rather more cautious in future, how they dcul in Christian sbuowreek&d

crews.
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One of tlie Jews concerned in the American crew, and brother to liim

who received the inont-v, ventured to Mogadore some months after the

departure for England of the American. Two lads had contrived to make
tiiur escape, and reach Mogadore, where the American agent immediately
took them under his protection. The Jew came to insist on their ransom,
and made some siir in the business, which coming to the ears of his Impe-
rial Majesty, on!crs came to put him in prison, where he remained some

time. His protector, the Sheik of Wednoon, applied to the Emperor for

his release, claiming him as his Jew; and, in consequence of this applica-

tion, an order was sent to the Governor to take him to the Water Port

Gate. He supposed he was going to be liberated from his irons
; and, ii

effect, he was but in a dirforent manner to what he expected as, on

reaching; the spot, he was thrown down, and his head cut off.

The body, with the head placed on the breast, remained until the next

evening at sun-set ; which being their Sabbath, the Jews of Mogadore were

very glad to purchase its removal.

It would be difficult, I believe, to produce an instance of any disinterested

services having been rendered by Mogadore or Southern Jews to distressed

Christian captives.

If any credit is due, it is certainly to the various Europeans settled at

Mogadore; who are all of them happy to alleviate, as much as is in their

power, the sufferings of these unfortunate persons, both during their cap-

tii'ity, and after they reach Mogadore.

I have endeavoured, by a plain detail of facts, to point out who are, and

*who are not, the friends of shipwrecked persons on the Arab coast.

Yours, &c.

MOGADORIENSIS.

P. S. I have just laid my hand on a letter, written by the American, .

gentleman alluded to, wherein he says,
" Could I give the wietch [i.e. the

Jk'w] ail the treasures contained in the mines of Potosi for my ransom^
1 believe it would not satisfy him." Mr. Cumberland may have in Lon<!o:i

met with many a Sheva, but a Nadab in Barbary would be a rara crci*

indeed. One unfortunate gentleman has been now upwards of three years

and a halt" in cnptivity. His last letter stated, that he had been more than

seven months in iron?. He is a Frenchman by birth, but a citizen of the

United States, and a Free Mason.

MR. FDITOR,

)ril having occasionally inserted in the Volumes of the NA.VAL

CHRONICLE accounts of the gallantry of our ancestors, I request you
will allow me to occupy a small portion of your work in recording an action

that took place in the ye ir 1742, which I have transcribed from that usefu^

,
the Gentleman's Magazine,

J. C. S.
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Rrlrnct of a Letterfrom Gibraltar, dated January 7, 1743.*

The most gallant action which lias been performed in the present war

happened in sight of this garrison, a little to the east of Europa Point, and
almost in reach of our guns, on the 27th past, as follows : .The Pulteney

privateer, a large brigantine, mounting 16 carriage, and 26 swivels, Cap-
tain James Purcell, had been cruising in the Streight's mouth, and wa*

Standing in for this bay from the west, but with little or no wind. As soon
as she'was seen from Old Gibraltar, two great Spanish xebeques, each car-

rying 1'20 men, 12 carriage guns, and a great number of pattereroes and

musquetoons were sent out, and looking upon her as already their own,
made grent haste with their oars, and soon came up with her. There was
in the bay an 80 gun-ship, but without a main-top-mast; so that there was

no assisting the privateer but by a reinforcement of men
; which might

very easily have been sent when the xebeques first stood out; but the sea

officers, though applied to, refused so reasonable a request, alleging that

it was impossible so small a vessel, even full of men, could escape so supe-
rior a force. The brave Captain Purcell was, however, of a different opi-

nion; and though he had in all but 42 men, and of those three wounded,

yet he was resolved not to give up a vessel that had the honour of a cominis.

sion from the Admiralty, till the last necessity; and finding his officers and

men in the same disposition, they prepared for an obstinate defence. After

a few single guns, the Spaniards came near and hailed the vessel by her

name, and the captain by his
; entreating him to strike and preserve their

lives, otherwise no quarter. These threats were returned with guns. The

Spaniards attempted to board, but were resolutely beat off, they attempted
it twice more, but Captain Purcell prudently reserving half his broadside,

they had not courage to board him, but exposed themselves so much, par-

ticularly in the last push, that they could stand it no longer, but made off

with their oars towards Malaga, having lost half their men. The engage-
ment lasted an hour and three quarters, and the Pulteney bad but one man

ebot through the body, and five more very much wounded ; but what is

very remarkable, every man on board was shot through his cloaths, and

the saijs ^and rigging were all shot to pieces. Some nine pounders went

through his hull and masts. The Pulteney remaining becalmed after the

battle, several boats went and towed her round, and the garrison have so

high a sense of the great merit of the action, of which many hundreds of

tiiem were witnesses, that the governor and officers have made up a hand-

some snm for a large piece of plate, as a present to the captnin, with a pro-

per inscription ;
and the merchants and other inhabitants will do the same

jn another piece; the sailors having already received a present from them

in money.

* See GtNTLEMAN's MAOAZijfB, Vol. XIII. page 105
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MR. EDITOR,

AMIDST
the great attention of the present first Lord of the Admiralty,

Mr. Yorkc, to the maritime interests of this country, and the essen-

tial improvements which under his auspices arc likely to be made; t

will endeavour to give you some account of that great undertaking, the

establishment af a new dock yard and naval arsenal at Northfleet, on the

Kentish side of the River Thames, about twelve miles lower down than

'Woolwich. This idea originated with Mr. VVhidbey, the present master

attendant at Woolwich dock-yard : and, if I mistake not, a communication

on thut head was made by him to government, in or about the autumn of

S802. It was at first, I believe, intended to attempt this establishment in

the Isle of Grain, situated between the mouths of the Thames and Med-

way, suggested by the above gentleman. But on examining the ground of

that island, the idea was abandoned ;
and a more secure and less exposed

situation was pointed out by him, on a neck of land above Gravesend, ad-

jacent to Northftcet, which forms Gray's Reach on one side, and Fiddler's,

with the bottom of Long-Reach on the other. This piece of ground, con-

trary to the hitherto injudicious situation of most of our harbours, is situ-

ated on a weather shore, with the prevailing winds in this country ;
and

the largest ships in the Britith navy may safely approach it from sea, with

all their stores in. It also contains a stream of excellent water.

In consequence of this suggestion, about two years ago, a report respect-

ing this neck of land, was given in by that skilful engineer, Mr. Rennie, to

the commissioners for revising the civil affairs of the navy; which was in

every respect highly favourable to the establishment of a new naval arsenal

at Northfleet. Every professional man, who has examined the state of our

t>ld national arsenals, or those situated on the Rivers Thames and Medwav,
mast have long perceived, that in general they are in a state towards be-

coming unserviceable to the navy : when the increased size and tonnage of

our ships, and the despatch that is requisite for their equipment or repairs,

are, at this eventful crisis, duly considered.

It is astonishing, that the principal naval arsenals in this country, should

l>e fixed on the lee shore of their respective harbours : but independent of

this great leading error, it is an undoubted fact, that not only the Rivers

Thames and Medway are in a gradual state of deterioration, but also that

the depth of water at Portsmouth has of late years rapidly decreased. In tl.e

year 1693, as I have been informed, there were 18 feet depth of w.-tter on

the bar at the entrance of Portsmouth harbour : and in 178-4, it had de-

creased to 14 feet, owing to the mud with which the sea is there filled, and

the continual encroachments of the I.ake of Porchester, which were

pointed out to me by a very experienced naval lieutenant at Portsmouth,
so far back as the year 1800..

Professional iwn have often remarked with regret, that whilst the vast

colossal military power of France, has been extended by every means, anci

new establishments formed to support it, according to the great improve-
meats that of Jate jears have taken place in science -

3 the paval arsenals of
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the British empire have remained nearly in their originally cramped and;

confined situations ;
with but few things done towards adopting a more

judicious and enlarged establishment, consistent with the number and

magnitude of the ships now employed, and after a well digested plan,

embracing all the improvements that have of late years been made in ma-

chinery, and in the admirable arrangement of different works, necessary to

repair and to fit out our ships.

Another remark, which has been often made by professional, and well

informed men, and which all true lovers of their country must lament in

common with them is, that according to the present state of our royal

yards, ships can only be fitted out, rigged, and take in their guns in the

open harbour ; and excepting Plymouth, (where it is not so generally done}
the stores that are wanting on board any of our ships, must be put on board

lighters and sent to a distance. There are at present no wet docks in any
of H. M.'s yards; with the exception of the small bason at Portsmouth,

Were these formed on an extensive scale, with proper storehouses adjoin-

ing, and also dry docks, that could receive large ships with their guns and

stores at any tide, the great advantages that would accrue, must strik*

very one. It is also to be regretted, that proper harbour masters hav

never been appointed by government ; and the care and constant inspec-

tion of the royal harbours properly vested in the Admiralty and Navy
Boards, with an engineer appointed for that most essential duty.

Under these, and a variety of other considerations, relative to the decayed
1

and present imperfect state of the royal harbours and dock-yards, Mr.Yorke
must ever merit the gratitude of his countrymen, for the encouragement and

jupport he has given to the formation of a dock-yard at Northfleet on an>

enlarged plan, that should admit of the fullest application of our present

mechanical improvements. So far back as the beginning of the year 1306,

die Admiralty, through Lord Howick, and at the suggestion of an early

asul warm friend to the present undertaking, Earl St. Vincent, had ordered

Mr. Whidhey, and Mr. Rcniiie, to report on the subject of a dock-yard at

Xorthfleet : which since is imivcrsaliy allowed tf> possess as a situation,

tvery possible advantage, both in regard to the depth of the adjacent sound-

ings, its situation on the weather shore in regard to the prevailing winds, the

nature of the soil, the vicinity of excellent fresh water, its neighbourhood to

the emporium of the world, and the *
healthy situation of the place itself,

in a country producing every thing in common with the finest part of the

United kingdom.
If my memory be correct, the entrance canal to this extensive national

dock-yard, will be on the eastern or weather side, where there are seren

fathoms at low water. Within the entrance lock will be a bason of be-

tween 20 and 30 acres of water, and about 30 feet in depth : without

A most favourable report to this effect has been sent in to the Transport

Board, which probably ou some future occasion,, may be inserted in your

CHROXICI.E.



28$ CORKESl'ONDEXCT*.

Attempting to remember the various situations of the wharf, dry doclc*,
-

steam engine, ropery, warehouses, &c I shall content myself at present with

saying, there will be another extensive bason of between 70 and 80 acres,

and the same depth as the other, capable of containing about 100 sail of the

line. I remember that Mr. Sharp made a motion respecting the above

naval arsenal, at the close of last session of Parliament, and that very little

of the conversation that in consequence ensued in the House, came before

the public. Lord St. Vincent also, and Lord Melville, those excellent and

valuable friends to the British navy, made similar motions in the House of

Lords, at the beginning of the last sessions : and Lord Melville afterward*

wrote a letter to Mr. Perceval, on the same suijrct, which was sadly unil

most miserably answered by Mr. Rose. I shall, probably, at some future

period, send you extracts from the answer, that appeared, to Mr. Rose,

entitled naval considerations
; tlfe contents of which, as its anonymous

author well observed on his title page,
" a-ill shtw the fallacy of the obser-

vations then recently published, under the character of an officer in the nary,

though obviouslyflowingfrom thejobbing interest." As 1 was finishing this

letter an old seaman called in, and looking it over, informed me, that the

necessity and advantages of forming a dock-yard at Northfleet had been

suggested when Lord Sandwich was at the Board ; which, in my humble

opinion, is an additional proof of the good policy aud advantages of what

Mr. Whidbey has suggested.

I remain, Mr. Editor,

Your humble servant,

TIM. WEATHERSIDE.

MR. EDlTOft, April, 1811.

OBSERVING
my letter on the subject of half-pay, has been followed

by a communication from the First Lord of the Navy Board, as noted1

in page 214 of this Volume, I think it would be satisfactory could die

reply of the latter bo produced to the public, as they might then be enabled

to form an idea, as to which quarter the half-pay becoming so much in

nrrcar may be attributed. It is some consolation to the officers, to ob-

serve that the minister is so far disposed to pay attention ta their necessi-

ties, and it is to be hoped that he will not relax in this laudable pursuif.

I have heard much of the disinterestedness manifested by the First Lord,
in his late promotions ;

would it could be also scon, in his appointment (;!'

captains to the command of ships;* and if he perseveres in that system,

it is very evident that he will not give aa opportunity for those officers, who
have been some time unemployed, of being brought forward, which injus-

tice to themselves, is a natural expectation they have a right to entertain,

of being noticed, in concert with their brother olftcers.

JOHN SPECTOR.

Puge 137 of thia Volume,
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MR. EDITOn,

jfc^LEASE to accept the following curious computation for insertion in

* the NAVAL CHRONICLE. A. B.

From the declaration of war in 1795, to the close of October, 1797,
we lost

As many British built ships of the line as days in the week.

Frigates from 28 to 40 guns as days in a fortnight.

Sloops, &c. from 14 to 22 guns as days in a lunar month.

Our naval loss, therefore, amounts to no more, in days, than half a hun-
dred.

During the same period France lost as many sail of the line as days in

one calendar month.

Frigates from 24 to 40 guns, as days in two calendar months.

Corvettes, &c. from 12 to 24 guns, as days in three calendar months.

The three maritime powers then at war with us, lost as many regular

ships, vessels, privateers, &c. as days in one year.

Their loss in men, killed or taken, and in guns, is equal to days in two

centuries.

The year 1797 furnished us with the

Vryheid, 74, a day of liberty ;
the

Gelyheid, 68, a day of equality ;

And Admiral Duncan with a week of Dutchmen.

MR. EDITOR, Edinburgh, Sth April, 1811.

AFE\V days ngo accidentally re-perusing in your 17th Volume, (for

June, 1807) a memoir of the services of my much esteemed friend,

Admiral Russell, in which you have detailed the circumstances of the cap-

ture of la Sybillc, commanded by Le Compte de Krergarou, I was led on

to your 18th Volume, where (pages 44 and 45) I perceived what had

escaped my observation before, a hint from your Correspondent, C. D. L,

that the Count had been twice a prisoner to the English, and requesting

farther information.

As I believe I am almost the only officer at present competent to speak

positively to the fact from personal knowledge, I send you the following

particulars, which you are at liberty to publish in your universally read

miscellany, if you think them of sufficient importance, pledging myself for

their authenticity.

It must be in the recollection of many of your readers, that in June,

1778, previous to the war, several French frigates were detained by the

fleet under the command of Admiral (Lord) Keppel ; among these were

la Licorne, and la Pallas. The former was brought to in a general chase

by the Hector, of 74 guns, Captain Sir John Hamilton, of which ship I was

then 3d lieutenant, and I was the only British officer that boarded la

Licorne, and when it was determined by the admiral to detain her, I had

orders to carry her into Portsmouth liarbour, which I did, and left tor thrt

. Cfcron. OJor. XXV. 2 p
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with sealed hatches, &c. in charge of the revenue officers. The fleet, it will

be remembered, returned to Spithead, in consequence of intelligence, found

on board these frigates, that the French fleet under D'Orvilliers was far

superior to the British.

La Licorne was commanded by the Chevalier de Belizal, lieutenant de

vaisseau, a very old officer, who had the Cross of St. Louis
;
and her first

lieutenant (enseigne de vaisseau) was the Count (then Chevalier) de Krer-

garou, a* fine young man, of very prepossessing appearance, and about 21 or

22 years of age : he also wore the Cross of St. Louis, and I inferred from

thence, and from other circumstances, that he was a gentleman of consi-

deration and high connections, as his age precluded the idea of his having

acquired the Cross in the routine of actual service, which I believe at that

time was ten years.

The Chevalier (with Mons. de Belizal and the other officers) was sent to

Alresford, in Hampshire, on his parole, where I know lie continued for

some time, as I have now in my possession several of his letters from that

place: I am not informed how long he continued a prisoner in England,
fcut it was at Alresford or in its immediate ncighburhood that lie formed

the attachment alluded to by your correspondent C.D. L. and which I was

informed occasioned a mental derangement on his being rejected by the

lady, or her friends, during which he made an attempt on his own life.

The name or condition of the lady's family I never knew, nor should I con-

ceive I could with propriety give it to the public if I had known. Whether

he survived the Revolution, or what became of him afterwards, I am

ignorant.

Connected with this account of the Chevalier are the circumstances

respecting the detention of la Licorne itself, which have been much misre-

presented, or at least much exaggerated in all the public accounts of that

dav ;
and tended to throw much greater blame on the conduct of Monsieur

de Belizal, than in my opinion he deserved ; but I have already trespassed

more than I ouht on your room, and shall reserve that detail until I see

tvhether what I have written merits insertion. The present Commissioner

Inglefield, then 1st lieutenant of the Robust, Captain Alexander Hood

(now Lord Bridport) carried into Portsmouth the Pallas, detained at the

$ame time with the Licorne.

I beg only t6 add here, that it is contrary to the general belief of naval

officers, that the count was acquitted by the Conseil de. Guerre ; on the

contrary, it is their opinion that Admiral Russel was prevented from giving

a meeting to the count by the declaration of that court martial
;
that the

count's conduct had not entitled him to call for such meeting; and in

regard to breaking the sword over the count's head, no one I fancy ever

believed it was actually broken by a blow ; nor would such conduct I am
confident be generally approved of as the memoir alleges. The idea arose

I believe from the ancient practice of holding the sword over the head of

an officer, in execution of the sentence of cashiering, and broke in that

position. I am, a constant reader, and

ONE OF THE OLDEST POST CAPTAINS.
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MR. EDITOR,

HAVING
observed in the daily prints continual complaints of the

havoc committed by the numerous privateers of the enemy in the

narrow parts of the channel, I beg leave, through the medium of your pub-

lication, to offer to the country at large a remedy for the evil, a remedy
which L think certain in its operation, and which, by destroying the confi-

dence the enemy have acquired, will tend almost totally to subdue their

spirit of depredation. We have heard that some English luggers are to be

sent against them : from long observation, I am convinced that we might
with an equal chance of success send pigs after hares, or start cows against

greyhounds. All I wish, is to put my piati into the hands of any respect-

able body of merchants, or others whom it may concern, and who shall give

me a receipt for it, engaging, that if used, and with success, to ensure me
such a reward as the service I shall render the country shall be thought

deserving of by a jury. I feel fully satisfied it would not only answer the

end proposed, but would materially lessen the enormous expense we arc

now at for channel cruisers, who, with all their vigilance, cannot keep
dozens of the enemy from annoying our trade every night; and as it would

greatly lessen the rates of insurance, I am in sanguine hopes of this letter

being noticed. Should I be so fortunate as to be allowed a trial, I will

most assuredly give these depredators a lesson which should inscribe my
name on their recollection in characters as indelible at least as those of

Congrevc or Shrapnel, without putting the country to half the expense
incurred by the ever-memorable Stone expedition,

NAUTICUS.

MR. EDITOR,

TT1IIE following, which I state from recollection, was an outline of the

A
plan submitted to the Admiralty some years since, for the protection

of merchantmen, and the writer's motive for troubling himself was from a

feeling for the merchants of this country, and which, though it more imme-

diately affects this class of people, and brings many an honourable man to

the Gazette, you and I, and the whole population, must eventually feel.

Yon, Sir, know, and so does every Lord of the Admiralty, and every man

of common sense, that the number of our ships of war, without plan and

combination, are absolutely of no use, but on the contrary, a heavy ex-

pense to the country. Does not every merchantman that is taken add to

the resources of the enemy, and inflict a wound on this country ; I will

therefore ask a simple question how could the Admiralty be better em-

ployed than in preventing this? on one occasion, a single privateer off the

eastern coast of England, took no less than 30 prizes out of a fleet of

coasters, that is, as many as she could spare hands to man them; the same

privateer was known to lie a fortnight off our coast, until the wished-for

opportunity presented itself, and which she made use of to the full extent

of her wishes; but to proceed. The plan alluded to, was as folbws:

It was proposed to divide the whole of the coast of England and Scot-

land, from the Shetlands and Orkneys to the Land's End, into a certain
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number of stations
; making them greater or less in proportion to their

distance from, or contiguity to, the enemy's coasts, and numbering them

from No. 1, upwards. This was to be done by creeling any piece of tim-

ber, such as a piece of an old mast, wilh a transverse hoard, un which was

to be painted, in large figures, the number of the station
;
and on each of

these was to be placed a cruiser, to cruise backwards and forwards, and to

stand off and on the coast continually, and not to quit her station until

relieved or I lown off; by this means the whole coast would be visited in

very part in forty-eight hours, so that it would be impossible for enemy's

privateers to lie whole fortnights off our coa-ts without interruption, as has

often been the case. Exclusive of these, there ought to be stationed oil*

each of the enemy's ports in the Channel, where our trade passes to and

from London, a small ship of war to wutch the privateers from getting out,

and if they did happen to slip out, to prevent their return, and to retake

any captures they might make, and if such shins were blown off, to resume

their station with all possible speed, to cut oil the return of any privateer*

that might escape during her absence. Tl>ere ought a!s to be stationed, a

fe\v cruisers or] the western and north-western coasts of Ireland. If such

a plan as this had been adopted, Lloyd's list would not have exhibited such

numerous lists of captures, and it would straiten and distress the enemy

beyond any thing.

As matters have lately gone on, our shores and coasts are continually in-

sulted by numerous privateers a few guns, and a rrtw of ragged rascals

are put on board a miserable privateer, she sallies out from one of their

ports, and she takes perhaps half a dozen of valuable prizes, and escapes

back to her own harbours; if taken, the mischief may be already done,

and a letter in pompous terms comes to the Secretary of the Admiralty,

describing v. hat sin acquisition she would be to his Majesty's semce.

The matter in question is of serious consideration, and I doubt not but it

will be a sufficient apology for tle length ofmy letter. I am, Sir,

AN OBSERVER.

MR. EDITOB,
I send you an authentic letter, or rather, more correctly speaking, an ab-

stract of a letter from Sir Edward Spragge, which was published by autho-

rity in February, 1670. Yours,
ROBUR.

Tl.-at being together with the Little Victory, a fire-ship, on the 14th of

the same month about 14 leagues cast-north-ea?t of Firmenteer, he dis-

covered three sail standing with him; whereupon he caused his top-gallant

masts and yards to be taken down, and his galleries and quarter-decks to be

covered with cnnvas made for that purpose, to the end that they might

take him for a merchantman, which they did, till about noon, when it seems

discovering the length of his ship, which the little wind had brought a stayes,

they betook themselves to ran, at which Sir Edward Spragge'nnmediately

sent his three boats to tow the Victory, which was done so effectually,
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that they kept all night within small shot of the Turks, who next morning
about two o'clock, ordered one of the ships that were in their company,
and which proved to be a small Newfoundland vessel, called the Francis
of London, Robert Gibson, master, taken by them t!.e day before 'off Cape
Martin, to stand away to the southward, hoping (as they have since con-

fessed) that Sir Edward Spragge would have cor.tented himself with her,
and quitted them.

The 15th about 11 o'clock he was got within a mile of them, and by two
of the clock, having got a fresh gale, was within gun-shot, tlie Victory

being about two miles astern
; but finding the gale to lessen, and fetching

no more upon them, he plied them with his fore-chase; upon which the
other of them, called the Three Half Moons, and Two Lions, quiite-J !'s

consort, and stood to the westward; when Sir Edward Spragge, being
unable to pursue them both, was forced to let her escape. In the mean
time the wind proving very calm, he sent orders to Captain. Harris, com-
mander of the Victory, to break down all his fire-works, and to mount
some small guns he had to the number of 12, having sent him good store

of ammunition with a hundred of his men, with further directions to row
with sixteen oars close between decks unexposed to the enemy's small

shot, which having been accordingly done, they advanced upon the Turks

very considerably, both of them very hotly plying their chase guns each at

the other. On Thursday morning the Turk was got close under the shore

of Barbary near Cape Tennis, the Victory keeping him still in sight, and

engaging him very bravely with her small guns; in the mean time the

Turk kept so near the shore, that Captain Harris thought he had been fast

aground, who was thereupon ordered to come to an anchor as close to him

as possibly he could, Sir Edward Spragge being then himself in 12 fathoms

water, who presently sent his barge to Discover the truth of the matter,

which returning brought him word, that the Turk was rowing close under

the shore with his sails furled, to the eastward. Next morning early,

Sir Edward Sprr?ggc found the Turk almost two miles from him, the

Victory being quite behind, for by the continual labour of the men and

want of rest, the Turk had out-rowed him two foot for one. About ten

o'clock they got a fresh gale ag'iiu, and at twelve were come so near the

Turk, as to fire a broadside into him, who thereupon put himself ashore,

at which Sir Edward Spragge sent his boats on board, where they found

the captain, with a Dutch renegado, who had had the chief management of

the ship, both wounded, thirty-three Christian slaves of several nations,

whereof nine were English, and six or seven Moors, the rest having been

either killed or drowned, some few only having escaped to shore. The

men minding more the plunder, than the saving of the ship, Sir Edward

Spragge went himself on board, where having caused most of the guns,

except seven of the smallest, to be thrown overboard, and the water-

casks to be staved, it so lightened her, that by six o'clock next morning they

got her off, without the least damage to the ship, which he brought witU

liiminto the road of Alicasit. The Turk is called the City of Argiers,

which is famously carved and painted in her stern, being a new stout s>hipj
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qad very well provided with cables, anchors, and other tackling. She

had in her, twenty-eight pieces of ordnance when she was taken, hut will

carry thirty-six or thirty-eight. In this engagement Sir Edward Spragge

received, little or no damage, having only had one man killed, and nine

wounded. The next day being the 20th, Sir Edward Spragge took a

bri^andine laden with corn belonging to Argiers, which he brought like-

wise with him into Alicant, from whence he intended to sail very suddenly

to join with the rest of his fleet.

HYDROGRAPHY.

MEDITERRANEAN SEA.

DANGERS
in the channel between Sardinia, Sicily, and Africa, are

1st. The Esquirques (pronounced Eskirkes) : the very existence ol"

which formidable shoala was treated in the navy almost as chimerical,

till the period of the Egyptian expedition which drew such a considerable

portion of English shipping to the coast of Africa, that the fact became no-

torious; and this problem in hydrography was afterwards fatally and fully

demonstrated by the loss of H. M. S. Atlicnicnne of 64 guns. They arc

two reefs of large rocks bearing strong marks of volcanic origin, sur-

rounded by a sand-bank, which is checquercd by patches of coral and

large round stones of a bright red colour, which the lead sometimes brings

up. Tliough the soundings are not regular in approaching the bank, yet

by diligent attention thereto, as no bunk of the same magnitude exists in

this channel, the Esquirques may be avoided. The passage between them

and cape Bon has been examined by an accurate officer, and is believed

to be free from any danger, except close to the land. The current off the

Cape generally runs northward, meeting that from Sardinia which sets over

the Esquirques in a southern direction, a circumstance most essential to be

attended to by ships bound to Malta which should endeavour to make the

islet [Scoglio~\ of Toro, off the S. W. end of Sardinia, and from thence keep
in the latitude of Cape St. Vito in Sicily, viz. 38 9' till the high land of the

island of Maritime be seen, when it is safe to steer southward.

d. Keith's reef: a contiguous ledge of shelving rocks, which, till recent

surveys, was deemed to form part of tlie Esquirques, but is in fact 7 miles

E. from their north end : it is steep too, except on the south side, whence

there extends a sandy spit. Although no sensible alteration was found in

the depth of water at the full-moon, yet a strong S. E. wind has been ob-

served, on approaching the rocks, to shoal the water almost 9 feet. The

water is so clear, that the bottom is said to be distinctly seen in 25 fathom?.

The spot where the Atltenienne was wrecked bears from the north castle of

Maritime S. 78f W. difference of longitude 54' 1". The latitude of the

N. end of the reef is 37 49'.

pd. A rock discovered in 1807 : whose position is in latitude 37 53*
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difference of longitude from castle on north end of Maritime 60' 30". In
fine weather it has 4 or 5 fathoms water, and a mile around there is from
13 to 50 fathoms.

4th. A rock discovered the same year; in latitude 37 47' difference of

longitude from Maritimo castle 70' 38". On it are from 3 to 4 fathoms,
and thence the soundings lead to the Esquirques. 5. A rock is laid down
in the Spanish chart of 1804, as being in latitude 37 43' 30", and longi-
tude 9 9' 30" but it is doubtful

;
it should nevertheless not be neglected in

making the island of Galeta from the N.

5th. In 1796, the Fox cutter struck on a rock to the S. of Toro isle;

it was day-time, the weather fine, and the sea did not break. It is small,

12 fathoms water close to, and no bottom within a small distance. An
oar was let clown on the rock, the sounding by which was 9 feet and a few

inches. In 1799, the same rock was seen from H.M.S. Chichester, and

judged to be 4 or 5 leagues from Toro, bearing by compass about S.

6. A rock is marked in the French chart of 1808, as lying on the coast

of Africa, west of Pantelaria, in latitude 36 50' and longitude 11 34'

7. A danger is placed by Arrowsmith's chart of the Mediterranean sea,

1807, on the Sicilian coast in latitude 37 15' and longitude 12 50'.

8. Another by the same authority, in latitude 37 22' 30" and longitude

11 32' SO" about N.E. of Cape Bon.

Ships should not attempt the passage between the islands of Favigana
and Sicily, without a pilot. The channel of Maritimo is safe: caution

must nevertheless be used when bound southward in closing with the Sici-

lian shore, on account of the shoal [Seccw] off Marsala. The S. end of

Maritimo just open with Favigana is the leading mark to the shoal : when

on it the castle of Marsala is in one with a remarkable white house, which is

some distance northward of the town.

The variation of the compass off the Esquirques was 19 E. in 1802.

S.
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0, XLVIII.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCONEU.

THE AMETHYST FRIGATE.

kN the 16th of February, 1311, between 12 and 1, A.M. the Amethyst

frigate, Captain Jacob Walton, in a violent gale of wind drifted on the

rocks, about quarter of a mile to the southward of Mount Batten, in Ply-

mouth Sound. Being under sailing orders, she was lying at single anchor,

o
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and her drifting was not discovered until it was too late to drop nnotiier to

fcring her up. Guns, as signals of distress, were fired, but such was the

violence of the wind and weather, that no effectual assistance could be

rendered IKT. A few hours elapsed before the yard craft and the bouts

from the shipping proceeded to render what aid could be afforded to save

the ship, with her stores, provisions, ordnance, &c. Messrs. Richard

Crosby, John Davis, aud Michael Bruce, masters of the Luvinia, Diana,

and .laue transports, and Thomas Pope, foreman to Mr. Blackburn, of

Turnchapel, were the first four who volunteered to go in a boat
; they suc-

ceeded in getting alongside the wreck, and brought on shore 15 or 16 men.

Mr. Thomas Pope then left the boat, and William Kobson (a seaman be-

longing to the Lavmia) went in his place; they reached the wreck a second

time, and returned with 17 or 13 men
; they went off the third time, but

.the people from the frigate, anxious to get on shore, overloaded the boat,

and when about midway between the wreck and the shore, it unfortunately

upset,
and it is supposed about 30 perished. Mr. Crosby and his lad were

miraculously saved on part of the wreck, and finally succeeded in getting on

toard the ship; Mr. Davis got on a rock near the shore, and was washed

off two or three times, the surf was so high it was impossible to give him

assistance : he was providentially driven on shore at last by the

waves, though nearly exhausted ; poor Mr. Ikuce was never seen more.

He was a man respected by all who knew him, of unimpeachable good

character and morals
;
and lias, unfortunately, left a wife and six children

to lament his untimely dead). Much praise is due to all those who thus

risked their lives; particularly Mr. Mark Breaker, of Turnchapel, and

Mr. Jones, of the Minerva transport, who were indefatigable during the

whole time, and were the means of saving many lives.

After the Amethyst went on shore, arrangements were formed, by the

means of lumps, (lighters used for mooring) and casks, to the amount of

250, to float her; and it was expected that she would be got safe into

Ilamoaze. The weather, however, proved unfavourable ; she received

much damage in successive gales ; and, after several ineffectual attempts

Lad been made to get her off, it was found expedient to rip her up.

The body of Mr. James Harrison, a midshipman of the Amethyst, who
was drowned, was picked up on the 25th of February, and interred in

Stoke Church, Plymouth.

THE JOHN AND JANE TRANSPORT.

THE loss of the John and Jane transport, which xvas run down by II. M. S.

Franchise, on the morning of February 21, is one of the most lamentable

and distressing occurrences which we have long had to record. It is thus

described, in a letter from an officer of the Franchise :

" The Franchise, with the Mediterranean convoy, amongst which were

several transports, having the 1 Itli regiment on board, sailed from Ply-

mouth, with the wind at S.E. on the 19th instant, the signal being made
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Iby die admiral to weigh. The same evening it fell calm, and continued so

the greater part of the 20th, when the wind veered to the S.W. blowing
fresh. It was too late to get into Falmouth, and the necessary convoy

signal was made to stand to sea. At three o'clock in the morning of tha

21st (Feb ) it was judged necessary to go on the starboard tack, and the

signal was made for that purpose. After giving the vessels ten minutes to

effect it, the Franchise put up her helm : in the act of wearing, several

vessels were seen, but, from the extreme darkness of the night, it was

impossible to judge on what tack they were; though it was presumed, from

the time given, they were on the starboard one. At once, the look-out

men forward, of whom there were six, reported
" a vessel a-head" she

was cleared, by shitting the helm
;
another was discovered instantly after-

wards, and, before the ship could answer her helm, going then about the

rate of nine knots an hour, she struck the unfortunate John and Jane

transport, stem on, nearly a-mid-ships, and, dreadful to relate, she almost

immediately went down. The few that are named in the subjoining list,

were saved by clinging to the Franchise's ropes. The boatswain, Win.

Jones, got safe on the bowsprit, but exclaimed his wife was gone ; he

immediately darted down, with intention to save her, and instantly disap-

peared amidst the shattered fragments. The Franchise suffered little or

no damage ;
and had the John and Jane shewn lights, in answer to the

signal made, there can be no doubt but the catastrophe would not have

happened. There cannot be the least blame attached to any of the

Franchise's officers ; and their exertions to save the unfortunate sufferers

were great.
" DROWNEIJ. Officers and soldiers 197

Women 15

Children 6

Seamen 6

Total drowned 224

"
Officers drowned. Captains M'Rae and Grigsby, Lieutenants Ross and

Fuller, Ensigns Glendenning, Handcock, and M'Masters.
" Sared Ensign James Duff

; Serjeants Brown, Hunt, andO'Neile;

Corporal Thompson, and 15 privates, of the llth regiment; Mr. Wishart,

master; Mr. Kcdger, mate; and six seamen of the John and Jane.

" P.S. In addition to the above, it is painful to relate, that, the same

night, the Wellington ordnance transport, bound to Cadiz, was run down

by an American ship, and instantly sunk. The mate and five hands saved;

the American lost his foremast and bowsprit."

The following extract of a letter from an officer on board the Franchise

contains a more particular account of the loss of the pasengers and crew

f the John and Jane transport, than the above:

w, XXV. 2 Q
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"
Franchise, in Farrich Roads, Fulinouih,

February 21, 1811.

" At three o'clock this morning, the weather being uncommonly dark,

iqually, and raining, in the act of wearing, this ship ran on board a trans-

port brig, and from the velocity with which we were going at the time, the

ihock was so great, that we very nearly cut her in two, and she sunk under

our bows in less than five minutes. I might almost sny, with Burke, there

ensued a scene of woe,
' the like of which no eye had seen, no heart con-

ceived, and which no tongue can adequately tell.' It was distressing and

dreadful beyond description. I shall briefly state the particulars.
" On striking her, we immediately proceeded to throw all aback, to pre-

vent our going completely over her; she, however, went down almost

immediately, but many of the unfortunate crew clung to the wreck of the

masts and spars, which fortunately were entangled in the rigging of our

bowsprit.
* e In this situation every exertion was made to save the wretched suf-

ferers. Ropes' ends were thrown out to them, to which they fastened

themselves, and by this means a few were saved. I offered to be lowered

in one of the boats, to go to their assistance ; so indeed did some of the

father officers, but Captain Allen thought the boats would certainly be lost,

and would not therefore let them be lowered. The darkness of the night,

the howling of the wind, the cries of the poor fellows in the water, together

with the view of several dead bodies lying on the wreck of the spars, pre-

sented a scene of indescribable horror. Out of 252 souls, 224 perished.

This dreadful event is still farther illustrated by the following extract

of a letter from a survivor of the John and Jane :

" I was officer of the middle watch, which, in consequence of the state

f the weather, and of aa order on the subject, had not been turned up.
I was in bed, undressed, but not asleep (about three o'clock in the morn-

ing of the 21st) when I was alarmed by the report of a gun from the com-
modore's ship (the Franchise, Captain Allen). The report was so loud,
that I knew she must be very near us. I ran on deck, nearly nuked, and
found our ressel standing on her larboard tack, with part of the crew aloft

reefing sails ; the wind Wowing a violent gale. At the same ti.ne gccing

the Franchise running down upol^ us so very fast, as convinced me of our

imminent danger, I ran below to alarm my brother officers, all of whom
were in bed. I returned upon deck immediately after the Franchise had

struck our vessel nearly a midship, almost dividing her. Those below

joined me in a few moments, with the exception of Captain Grigsby, who
was prevented, perhaps, by the rushing in of the water. The attempt to

describe the scene that now presented itself, or the horror of our situation

at this awful moment, would be vain. The melancholy pleasure of re-

cording the heroic constancy nnd resignation of my companions alone is in

my power. This last and well-deserved tribute of respect to their memo-

ries, may in some degree soften the distress of their friends, and afford a
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Mender consolation for their loss. Each officer appeared perfectly calm,
and resigned to a death then appearing inevitable to all. After shaking
hands, and mutually promising, if surviving, to acquaint their respective
relations with the fate of their friends, they recommended themselves to

God, and each prepared to meet his destiny. A moment after, a second

shock from the Franchise separated the transport ;
and with the greatest

difficulty, after succeeding in fastening a rope round me, I was dragged on
board the frigate, where I immediately fainted, and never after saw tha
wreck. The remaining officers and men, 22 of the latter only excepted,
found a watery grave. Before I close this melancholy narrative, I should

do justice to the uncommon devotion of Mrs. Donovan, wife of J. Donovan,
of the 3d company. She had got upon deck with her child in her arms,
and' seeing the impossibility of being saved, insisted upon her husband,
who had declared he would stay by her, to leave her and take care of him-

self. I am also bound to return my most grateful thanks to the officers

and ship's company of the Franchise, who all exerted themselves to save us

in a manner far above my praise."

THE CHARLES.

WE learn by the Madras Courier of the 16th of October, 1810, the me-

lancholy loss of the ship Charles, Captain Dennison, on her voyage from

the Gulf of Persia to Calcutta. Having sprung a leak, in a gale of wind,

recourse was had to the boats, two of which were rendered useless by the

Lascars, who were panic-struck at the dangers that surrounded them.

Captain Dennison, together with several of his officers, part of the crew,
and Major Grant, a passenger, by great exertion, got safely on board the

two remaining boats. Here their sufferings may be truly said to have

commenced
;

the number who quitted the ship amounted in all to 43 per-

sons, who, for the space of nine days, experienced the utmost distress,

having quitted the ship without either water or provisions of any kind.

Reduced to the last extremity, they were humanely received, and treated

with every attention to their wants and comfort. The crew of the Charles

consisted of 84 persons, of whom Mr. Askuortb, the chief officer, and 41

Lascars, unhappily perished. Treasure, to the amount of three lacks of

rupees, and 50 Arab horses, shared the fate of the vessel. The Calcutta

Insurance Offices lose about 90,000 rupees by the Charles.

A
LORD COCHRANE'S ESCAPE FROM MALTA.

S many erroneous statements have appeared of what has passed lately

at Malta, respecting that distinguished naval officer, Lord Cochrane,*

* For a portrait and memoir of his Lordship, vide JJ>VAI CHROMCLE, Vol

XXII. page 1.
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we have been anxious to present our readers with the most correct

account that has hitherto appeared.

Extract from a Letter, dated Malta, March 8.

" You will have heard of the loud complaints made in England, on the

part of Lord Cochrane and his friends, against the charges of the Admiralty

Court of this island. It seems one, if not the main object of his voyage to

this port, xvas, in order to search into the abuses that may prevail in this

Court. He arrived about two months ago in a brig of \var, proceeded to

Messina, and has been returned about a month. One day entering the

Admiralty Court, he went into the Registry (an apartment behind the

chamber in which the Judge holds his sittings, or the court room), and

taking down the table of charges there hanging, put it in his pocket, and

\valked away. The Judge, Dr. Sevvell, conceiving this to be an insult on the

Court (though not then sitting), required that his Lordship should be

arrested. This office should be performed by the marshal, Mr. Jackson,

but he does his duty by deputy, and employs his time much more lucra-

tively by practising as proctor. The holding of these two capacities it; one

individual is said by Lord Cochrane to be illegal. His Lordship has had

causes of his own tried in this Court, in which Jackson was the proctor, and

the charges made by Jackson seem to have brought on him much of his

Lordship's indignation. The deputy-marshal is John Chapman, who is

likewise deputy-auctioneer (the chief auctioneer, who has 2-3ds of the

profits, resides in England, whilst the deputy, who has all the labour, takes

the rest) ; but he, it seems, was not duly empowered so to act ; and his

Lordship carried a pair of pistols in his breast, and declared he would

shoot any man that touched him unlawfully. After his Lordship had

appeared at all hours for about a week in the public streets, the deputy
marshal not daring to speak to him, and the Judge insisting on his arresting

him, the deputy gave up his office. James Stevens applied for, and ob-

tained his place, worth 3001. a year. He was furnished with his powers in

proper form ; and in waiting on Lord Cochrane, who first examined his

credentials, he found him submissive. The documents of Stevens were

signed by Jackson, and his Lordship wanted this proof of his acting as

marshal. His Lordship was in the commissioner of the navy's house,

Fruscr
;
and was carried in the chair in which he sat, (for he would not

stir, though he resisted not), by Maltese unarmed soldiers, to a carriage.

They would have taken him to an inn, but he would go to the gaol. He
was there visited by numbers of naval officers and friends, the former

looking on him as their champion. On Saturday the 2d hist, he was

brought into Court for trial. He was here attended by Captain Ilowley,

(of the Eagle man of war, the senior officer) Commissioner Fraser, and

several of the chief naval officers in port. The first proceeding was to read

the Judge's credentials or power; afterwards the charge was read, pur-

porting,
" That an officer, in naval uniform, verily believed by the depo-

jient to be Lord Cochrane, on Wednesday (I believe 13th February) entered

the Registry of the Admiralty Court, and there took down the table of

charges. He held up the table, as if to cause it to be seen by the King's
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advocate, Dr. Moncrieff, there sitting ; then put it in his pocket, and
talked away." This was the charge. The Judge then addressed him,

dwelling on the offence, explaining the course which had been pursued
with respect to his Lordship, first, in sending him a monition, requesting
him to return the paper within two days, or suffer the consequence ;

secondly, on his non-compliance, in issuing the writ of attachment; and,
finally, he directed him to answer the charge, denying or admitting the

same. The accusation was only a deposition or attestation of two clerks

of the Court, one an old man, named Barnt, the other a Maltese. His

Lordship, jn reply, wished that his accuser should appear, that he might
have the opportunity of cross-examining him. The Judge explained that

this was the course practised on these occasions. His Lordship at length
answered the accusation :

'
I deny that I took down the tahle of charges as

established by act of Parliament, from this court room.' The Judge
observed that he could not allow any but a direct answer to the precise

charge which was made
; adding, that if the charge contained no crime, he

should himself be responsible. After much hesitation, his Lordship said,
'
I deny that I took down the table of charges from the courtroom.' Here

the matter was brought to an issue, the prisoner denying the charge, or

pleading not guilty. The Judge then said he must administer to him
certain interrogatories, and began to question him respecting the

matter. His Lordship answered not, but he continued to ask for

the accuser or witnesses. The Judge peremptorily required answers.

His Lordship then declared, if these interrogatories were persisted in, he

should be obliged to protest against the proceeding \vhich had been used,

and was using against him ; he denied the, authority of that Court ; he dis-

claimed its competence to take cognizance of a matter made the subject of

a criminal charge. He enlarged upon this point, making it a chief argu-

ment that this was not a Court of Record. The process used on this occa-

sion, added his Lordship, is not consonant with the common principles of

justice; I am not allowed the universal privilege of an Englishman, as such

I have a right to call on my accuser to stand forth and produce his wit-

nesses, to identity my person, and to substantiate the charge. These per-

sons whose names appear to that document, possibly, never before beheld

ihe man they verily believed to be Lord Cochrane, nor perhaps have they

since ; and yet upon this accusation, founded on a momentary and casual

observation, I am pursued, arrested, imprisoned in the common gaol, and

publicly endeavoured to be criminated. Is it just ? Is it consistent ? I

have a right to question and cross-examine my accuser and the witnesses.

Without such cross-examination, it is impossible to establish the negative

which I maintain. Against this proceeding I do most solemnly -protest.

With respect to the table of charges described, I have to declare that it is

not placed in the situation in which it is explicitly required it should be

placed by the Act of Parliament, George II. cap. . It here runs,
' that

the table of charges shall be hung up in a conspicuous place in the court

room of the Court of Admiralty.' (He referred and read.) The words

eannwt be misunderstood, the table of charges is not to be suspended but

iu this court room, in an open, visible, accessible place 5 not in any bye-
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room, or anti-chamber, or in any private or clandestine place. Could it

be supposed, that the head or members of this Court would place a docu-

ment of such importance as the table of charges, in any other place than

that which was so expressly prescribed by this Act of Legislature? It can-

not he imagined. Could any one seeing, in an adjacent apartment, a paper

purporting to be a table of charges, and knowing this Act, conceive it to be

appertaining to this Court; there placed, to Use infringement, and in ti.e

violation, the direct violation of an Act of Parliament ;
or that it were any

offence to take away such document so situated? In fact, this table of

charges was suspended in the registry, instead of the court room. The

Judge answered, that the Act directed that the King in privy council should

establish the charges, but that this had not been done with regard to

Malta. He had, therefore, ordered the charges to be hung up in the

registry, in order to comply as near as possible with the spirit of the Act.

He was allowed to retire, and make a long protest against all the members

of the Court, especially James Stevens, the deputy registrar, lie was

offered liberty on bail, but refused, and was remanded to prison. There he

remained till two days ago, when he made his escape. He is supposed to

have effected this about twelve o'clock at night; his window overlooked

the street, a reasonable height, some two stories, and that, casting a double

rope across an iron bar, he slid down, afterwards drawing the rope away.
A reward has been offered for the discovery of the aiders in his escape."

GALLANT DEFENCE OF ANHOLT.*

t lIIE official details of the late defence of Anholtwill be found amongst
-*- our Letters on Service ; but the affair was altogether of too brilliant a

nature to be passed over, without the record of farther particulars. Cap-
tain Maurice, R.N. the governor of the island, was already well known to

his country, by his distinguished defence of the Diamond Rock, at Marti-

nique, in the year 1805 jt and the present achievement has greatly added

to his military fame.

Anholt, which has been some time in the occupation of the English, as a

dfpbt, and point of communication bttween this country and the Continent, is an

island of Denmark, situated in the Cattegat, and surrounded by sand-banks. A
light-house was erected on the island, in consequence of the dangerous na-

ture of its coast. It lies in longitude IIS 55' east of Greenwich; latitude, 56*

38' north.

t Vide NAVAL CHBONICLK, Vol. XV. page 123 to 136. A view of the

Diamond Rock, from a drawing by Mr. Pocock, will be found in our IXth Vo-

lume, page 201
;
and a very animated and picturesque ikicriptiou of that extra-

rdiuarj spot was given in out Xllth Volume, page 205
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It is proper to mention, that the assailing force consisted of a Danish

flotilla, of 33 sail, amongst which, according to our Gazette account, wer

18 heavy gun-boats, carrying nearly 3000 men. Our little garrison, in-

cluding officers, seamen, marines, &c. amounted to only 350 men
; yet,

with the loss of only two killed and 30 wounded, we killed the Danish

commander, three other officers, and 50 men
; and took prisoners, be-

sides the wounded, five captains, nine lieutenants, and 504 rank and file !

Three pieces of artillery, 500 muskets, and 16,000 rounds of cartridge, also

fell into our possession; and two gun- boats, and 250 more prisoners, were

taken by his Majesty's ships Sheldrake and Tartar, in their retreat. !

The following is the Danish official account of the attack ; which, con-

sidering the intimacy between the governments of France and Denmark, is

wore correct and candid than could have been expected :

"
Copenhagen, JffarchSi.

" It was some time ago determined to make an attack upon the island of

Anholt, now in possession of the enemy, in order to conquer the fort and

establishments there erected. This intention would have been put in execu-

tion in the fall of last year, but as the enemy's ships of war kept on their

station until the frost and ice set in, this plan was given up, being found to

be impracticable.
"

It was in the commencement of this spring that the attack was again
resolved to be made

;
but the gun-boats which were intended to be used in

the expedition, were at that time in winter quarters in the lakes, which were

this year, for a long time, filled with ice, and which prevented the vessels

being put into activity before the beginning of the present month.

" The order for attack was given, and on the 23d inst. the flotilla and

the transports were assembled in Gierrild Bay. The island was reconnoi-

tred, and it was found that there was only one schooner lying 'on the station.

We knew that the light house was fortified, but no other part of the island.

It was in consequence determined that the troops should be disembarked by

night, and in the morning march against the light-house fort, and storm it,

whilst in the mean time the gun-boats were to fire upon it from the rear,

n formal siege being found to be impracticable. On the 26th, 12 gun-boats

and 1$ transport vessels sailed from Gierrild Bay, having on board the

troops destined for the expedition.
" On the 27th, at four o'clock in the morning, the troops were disem-

barked in the greatest order. The first lieutenant, Colonel Holsten, in the

naval service, marched immediately with 200 seamen along the shore, but,

unfortunately, he was discovered by a patrol of cavalry. The enemy now
fled into the fort, and it was not in our power to cul him off. The intre-

pid naval lieutenant, Holsten, followed them, and stormed the fort, but was

beaten off. Major Melstedt then put himself at the head of the 650 men
Under his command, and being joined by the 150 men under Captain

Reydez, and the searaea under Lieutenant Holsten, undertook a general
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storm, but were again forced to retire. In the mean while the flotilla were

laid round the fort, and commenced a firing on it, whilst the troops were

preparing to make a fresh attack. The loss which had been sustained by
these brave warriors only tended to increase their ardour. Whilst the gun-
boats k?pt up a brisk fire on the flank of the fort, Major Melstcdt on the

one side, and Lieutenant Holsten on the other, commenced the attack.

The outworks were already gained, and the troops were preparing to get

over the high walls, when cartridge shot was poured down on them from

more than forty pieces of cannon. Major Von Melstedt ended his honour-

able career at the head of his troops. Captain Van Reydez then immedi-

ately took the command, and inspired new life into the brave troops, who with

the greatest steadiness stood the dreadful fire, and, in conjunction with the

Taliant Lieutenant Holsten, renewed the attack. A cannon ball carried

away both of Captain V. Reydez's legs, and another put an end to the life

of Lieutenant Holsten, whilst leading his brave seamen on to the combaf*

The men, who had still to pass the inner and very deep ditch, were obliged

to give way for the cartridge balls, but their retreat was nevertheless con-

ducted with the utmost order. An English flying battery pursued the

fugitives, and the retreat was performed under a continual fire from the

enemy. In the mean time, and very unexpectedly, a frigate was seen to

the northward, which stood round to the east of the island ;
a brig steered

to the west part, and a schooner came from the southward. It came on

to blow hard, and the gun-boats could no longer keep their station.

Endeavours ivere then made to reimbark as many as possible of the troops,

and to save such as had escaped from the enemy. The transport vessels

had something of the appearance of gun-boats, and they were therefore

caused to steer towards the Trefeard, in order thereby to decoy the frigate

to follow them, and thereby save the gun-boats and the troops embarked

on board of them, but the wind increased, and the gale became so violent,

that the gun-boats could scarcely be kept afloat.

" To enter into an engagement with the enemy was not to be thought

of, and it would have been a useless lossof time to have endeavoured at this

time to collect the boats together. It was therefore deemed most expedi-

e;it to let the flotilla disperse itself: signal was accordingly made for the

boats to reach the nearest shore, and the flotilla accordingly dispersed

itself, agreeably to orders given. The movement could not be perceived

by the frigate, which was lying to the eastward of the island, on account of
the extended reef which run out from it. Eight of the gun-boats that were

nearest together made the best of their way for Jutland, whilst the other

four, with the utmost bravery, engaged the Brigand schooner, They de-

tained the enemy in his progress, and brought him several points out of his

course. One of these boats is safe, the fate of the other three is still uncer-

tain, possibly they may be fallen into the enemy's hands. Although this

expedition has been unsuccessful, the enemy" will certainly not have to

boast of having obtained an easy victory. Even during the retreat, the

schooner sustained so much damage, that she was obliged to put in under
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the island, and eek to obtain assistance. Besides the three commanders,
several other of our officers fell in the field of honour.

"
During the whole of the affair, the most determined courage was

shewn on our part, and the very considerable loss sustained in killed and

wounded, in proportion to the corps employed, will sufficiently prove the

determined resolution and courage with which the e brave men continued

the combat under such a heavy fire, and have ag n, on this occasion,

proved the ancient valour which is inseparable from the characters of the

people of Denmark and Xorway, who are always ready to shed their blood

for their king and native country.

" From the Stockholm Post, Tiddingar,
March 27."

All the private letters from the Baltic, teem with expressions of homage
to English courage and firmness. The summer, therefore, which has been

thus happily commenced, will, we trust, not be lost in inactivity. It is in

this quarter at least that we may expect to assist Spain without exciting her

jealousy, or impairing our own military resources. The defeat of the

Danish flotilla must have already severed some of the threads of that cord

which binds unhappy Sweden to the Continent and Buonaparte : a British

fleet, acting with its characteristic decision, will complete the separation ;

and Bernadctte may, perhaps, have already determined to accommodate

himself to the interests of the nation which he has been sent to govern, and

to forget his master ; or else have bowed down his mind to relinquish a pre-

sumptive throne, in which he cannot be maintained but by the power thai

placed him there.

Extractsfrom private Letters relative to this glorious Defence.

" While the enemy was thus kept in check on the south side, the other

wing had extended across the island, and advanced with uncommon bra-

very to assault on the north side. The discharge of grape and musketry
from forts Yorke and Massarune, swept the plain and beach, and obliged

them to approach by degrees, from bank to bank. They rallied often and

courageously; their brave leaders advanced within halt-pistol shot of our

guns ; the signal for a united effort from the south bide was made ; their

gun-boats had opened a heavy fire on our works
;

a field-piece enfiladed

the Massarune battery ;
when a general, judicious, and well-directed dis-

charge of grape and musketry from both our batteries, killed their leader,

their guide, who was a captain in the Danish navy, and strewed the field
1

with slain and wounded. This was their last great effort ; they kept a pre-

carious fire from the covers which the grounds afforded them : but our

grape was intolerable, and having advanced too far to retreat without infi-

nite slaughter, they surrendered at discretion. Thus in four hours and a

half 2000 men were defeated, 20 officers, and 550 men, became prisoners

|9at>. er&ron. tttol. XXV. 2 R



306 GALLANT DEFENCE OF ANHOLT.

to a garrison of G30, who had no defence but what they raised themselves^

with that active resistance a Briton always makes to the approaches of an

enemy. As soon as the prisoners were secured, the brigade of howitzers,

supported by about 40 men, again inarched out to annoy them in their re-

treat and re-embarking, but from the heaviness of the sand the guns were

impeded in their course, and the reserve was getting on board under the

cover of a formidable line of gun boats, before our howitzers could act

with effect ; but the result is glorious ; every man did his duty, and we

trust, that our victory of this day will gain the approbation of our country."

<c MY DEAR SIR,
" Island ofAnholt, March 31.

" I have great pleasure in announcing to you the defeat of a large Danish

armament, fitted out for the capture of the island, and destruction of the

light-house. They landed at day-light on the 27th, aud advanced in very

good order to the attack. Their intention was to take u by storm- Thcjr

had been informed that the garrison was disaffected at being obliged to

remain on this barren island, and a great part of them would lay down

their arms on the first gun being fired. In this they were mistaken i the

brave garrison received them with cheers, and kept up such a galling and

incessant fire as left them no time to form or recover themselves. After a

contest of five hours they surrendered at discretion ; a very great number

fled to their boats and escaped ; the remainder, nearly 600, laid down

their arms, and were marched into the garrison as prisoners of war. We
went into action with less than 400 men, and have lost only two killed, and

about thirty, wounded. The enemy have lost in killed, their commandant,
a naval officer who guided them, (we recollected his features, and lie proved
a lieutenant who came over some time since in a flag of truce) and a

subaltern, their second in command, lost both his legs, and died this

morning.

" The Danish commandant was much beloved : he fell by a mus!;et shot

from a marine at my elbow
;
the fellow had fired five times ineffectually;

the sixth brought him down, when he exclaimed,
" lake that pinch of

snuffyou s 1," and immediately began to re-load his piece with all

the coofness imaginable. The marines, (there were only four seati-en on

shore) I assure you, distinguished themselves greatly on the occasion. The
Danes behaved themselves as bravely as men could do, so bituuu-d. They
advanced within pistol shot of our guns, and annoyed us a good deal from

behind the sand lulls, by their musketry.

" We are short of officers, though those we have are excellent, and

are much harassed by the severe duty of guarding so many pmor.cis, \utl>

out a proper place of confinement for them."
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NAVAL STATE PAPERS.

Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between His Britannic

Majtsty, and His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal;

Signed at Rio de Janeiro, the 19 th of February, 1810.

TREATY.

In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.

riS Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland, and II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, being equally

animated with the desire not only of consolidating and strc'iigthening the

ancient friendship and good understanding which so happily subsist, and

have during so many ages subsisted between the two crowns, but also of

improving and extending the beneficial effects thereof to the mutual ad-

vantage of their respective subjects, have thought that the most efficacious

means for obtaining these objects would be, to adopt a liberal system of

commerce, founded upon the basis of reciprocity and mutual convenience*

which, by discontinuing certain prohibitions and prohibitory duties might

procure the most solid advantages, on both sides, to the national pro-

ductions and industry, and give due protection at the same time to die

public revenue, and to the interests of fair and legal trade. For this end,

II. M. the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and

II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, have named for their respective

commissioners and plenipotentiaries, to wit, II. B. M. the most illustrious

and most excellent Lord Percy Clinton Sydney, Lord Viscount and Baron

of Strangford, one of II. M.'s most honourable privy-council, knight of

the military order of the bath, grand cross of the Portuguese order of the

tower and sword, and II. M.'s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-

tentiary at the court of Portugal ; and II. R. II. the Prince Regent of

Portugal, the most illustrious and most excellent Lord Doni llodrigo de

Sousu Couttinho, Count of I.inhares, Lord of Payalvo, commander of the

order of Christ, grand cross of the orders of Saint Bento, and of the

tower and sword, one of II. R. II. 's councii of State, and his principal se-

cretary of state for the departments of foreign affairs and war; who,
after having duly exchanged their respective full powers, and having
found them in good and due form, have agreed upon the following
articles :

ART. I. There shall be a sincere and perpetual friendship between

H. B. M. and II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, and between their

lieirs and successors
; and there shall be a constant and universal peace

find harmony between themselves, their heirs and successors, kingdoms,

dominions, provinces, countries, subjects, and vassals, of whatsoever

quality or condition they be, without exception of person or place; and
the stipulations of this present article shall, under the favour of Almighty-

God, be permanent and perpetual.
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II. There shall be reciprocal liberty of commerce and navigation

between and amongst the respective subjects of the two high contracting

parties in all, and several, the territories and dominions of either. Tiiey

may trade, travel, sojourn, or establish themselves in all, and several, the

ports, cities, towns, countries, provinces, or places whatsoever belonging
to each and either of the two high contracting parties, except and save in

those from which all foreigners whatsoever are generally and positively

excluded, the names of which places may be hereafter specified in a sepa-

rate article of this treaty. Provided, however, that it be thoroughly under-

stood,* that any place belonging to either of the two high contracting

parties, which may hereafter be opened to the commerce oi'ihe subjects of

any other country, shall thereby be considered as equally opened, and upon

correspondent terms, to the subjects of the other high contracting party,

in the same manner as if it had been expressly stipulated by the present

treaty, and H. B. M., and H. It. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, do

hereby bind and engage themselves not to grant any favour, privilege, or

immunity in matters of commerce and navigation, to the subjects of any

other state, which shall not be also at the same time respectively extended

to the subjects of the high contracting parties, gratuitously, if the con-

cession in favour of that other state should have been gtatuitous, and on

giving quam proxime, the same compensation or equivalent, in case the con-

cession should have been conditional.

III. The subjects of the two Sovereigns respectively shall not pay in

the ports, harbours, roads, cities, towns, or places whatsoever, belonging to

either of them, any greater duties, taxes, or imports (under whatsoever

names they may be designated or included) than those that are paid by the

subjects of the most favoured nation; and the subjects of each of the

high contracting parties shall enjoy within the dominions of the other,

the same'rights, privileges, liberties, favours, immunities, or exemptions,
in matters of commerce and navigation that are granted or may hereafter

be granted to the subjects of the most favoured nation.

IV. II. B M. and II. R. II, the Prince Regent of Portugal, do stipu-

late and agree that there shall be n perfect reciprocity on the subject of

the duties and imposts to be paid by the ships and vessels of the high con-

tracting parties within the several ports, harbours, roads, aid anchoring

places belonging to each of them
;
to wit, that the ships and vessels of the

subjects of II. B. M. shall not pay any higher duties or imposts (under

whatsoever name they be designated or implied) within the dominions of

II. II. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, than the ships and vessels be-

longing to the subjects of II. It. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal shall be

bound to pay within the dominions of II. B. M. and vice versa. And
this agreement and stipulation shall particularly and expressly extend to

the payment of the duties known by the name of port charges, tonnage,

and anchorage duties, which shall not in any ease, or under any pretext,

be greater for British ships and vessels within the dominions of II. R. H.

the Prince Regent of Portugal, than for Portuguese ships and vessels within

the dominions of M. B. JNI. and vice vena.
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V. The two high contracting parties do also agree, that the same
rates of bounties and drawbacks shall be established in their respective

ports upon the exportation of goods and merchandises, whether those

goods or merchandises be exported in British or in Portuguese ships and

vessels, that is, that British ships and vessels shall enjoy the same favour in

this respect within the dominions of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portu-

gal, that may be shewn to Portuguese ships and vessels within the do-

minions of II. B AI. and vice versa. The two high contracting parties do

also covenant and agree, that goods and merchandises coming repectively

from the ports of either of them, shall pay the same duties, whether im-

ported in British or in Portuguese ships or vessels, or otherwise, that an

increase of duties may be imposed and exacted upon Roods and mer-

chandises coming into the ports of the dominions of H. R. II. the Prince

Regent of Portugal from those of H. B. M. in British ships, equivalent,

and in exact proportion to any increase of duties that may hereafter be

imposed upon goods and merchandises coming into the ports of H. B. M.
from those of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, imported in Por-

tuguese ships And in order that this matter may be settled with due

exactness, and that nothing may be left undetermined concerning it, it is

agreed, that tables shall be drawn by each government respectively, speci-

fying the difference of duties to be paid on goods and merchandises so im-

ported in British or Portuguese ships or vessels; and the said tables

(which shall lie made applicable to all the ports within the respective do-

minions of each of the contracting parties) shall be declared and adjudged
to form part of this present Treaty.

In order to avoid any differences or misunderstanding with respect to

the regulations which may respectively constitute a British or Portuguese

vessel, the high contracting parties agree in declaring, that all vessels built

in the dominions of H. B. M. and owned, navigated, and registered accord-

ing to the laws of Great Britain, shall be considered as British vessels.

And that all ships or vessels built in the countries belonging to II. R. H.

the Prince Regent of Portugal, or in any of them, or ships taken by any

of the ships or vessels of war belonging to the Portuguese government, or

any of the inhabitants of the dominions of II. R. H the Prince Regent of

Portugal, having commissions or letters of marque and reprisal from the

government of Portugal, and condemned as lawful prize in any court of

admiralty of the said Portuguese government, and owned by the subjects

of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, or any of them, and whereof

the master and three-fourths of the mariners, at least, are subjects of

II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, shall be considered as Portuguese

vessels.

VI. The mutual commerce and navigation of the subjects of Great

Britain and Portugal, respectively in the ports and seas of Asia, are ex-

pressly permitted to the same degree as they have heretofore been allowed

by the two crowns. And the commerce and navigation thus permitted,

shall hereafter, and for ever, be placed on the footing of the commerce and

navigation of the most favoured nation trading in the ports and seas of
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Asia; that is, that neither of the high contracting parties shall grant any
favour or privilege in matters of commerce and navigation, to the subjects

of any other state trading within the ports and seas of Asia, which shall not

be also granted qitam praxime. on the same terms to the subjects of the

other contracting party. H. B. M. engages in his own name, and in that

of his heirs and successors, not to make any regulation which may be

prejudicial or inconvenient to the commerce and navigation of the subjects

of U.K. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal within the ports and seas of

Asia, to the extent which is or may hereafter be permitted to the most

favoured nation. And II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal docs also

engage in his own name, and in that of his heirs and successors, not to

make any regulations which may be prejudicial or inconvenient to the

commerce and navigation of the subjects of II. B. M. within the ports, seas

ai:d dominions opened to them by virtue of the present treaty.

VII. The two high contracting parties have resolved with respect to

the privileges to be enjoyed by the subjects of each of them within the

territories or dominions of the other, that the most perfect reciprocity

shall be observed on both sides. And the subjects of each of the high con-

tracting parties shall have a free and unquestionable right to travel, and to

reside within the territories or dominions of the other, to occupy houses

and warehouses, and to dispose of personal property of every sort and de-

nomination, by sale, donation, exchange, or testament, or in any other man-

ner whatsoever, without the smallest impediment or any hindrance thereto.

They shall not be compelled to pay any taxes or imposts under any pretext

whatsoever, greater than those that are paid or may be paid by the native

subjects of the sovereign in whose dominions they may be resident. They
shall be exempted from all compulsory military service whatsoever, whether

by sea or land. Their dwelling houses, warehouses, and all the parts and

appurtenances thereof, whether for the purposes of commerce or of resi-

dence, shall be respected. They shall not be liable to any vexatious visits

and searches, nor shall any arbitrary examination or inspection of their

books, papers, or accompts be made under colour of the Supreme autho

rity of the state. It is, however, to be understood, that in the cases of

Treason, contraband trade, and other crimes, for the detection of which

provision is made by the law of the land, that law shall be enforced, it

being mutually declared that false and malicious accusations are not to be

admitted as pretexts or excuses for vexatious visits and searches ;
or for

examinations of commercial books, papers, or accompts ; which visits

or examinations are never to take place, except under the sanction of

the
<^>mpetent magistrate, and in the presence of the consul of the

nation to which the accused party may belong, or of his deputy or repre-

sentative.

VIII. II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal engages in his own

name, and in that of his heirs and successors, that the commerce of British

subjects within his dominions shall not be restrained, interrupted, or other-

wise affected by the operation of any monopoly, contract, or exclusive

privileges of sale or purchase whatsoever, but that the subjects of Great
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Britain sliall have free and unrestricted permission to buy and sell from

and to whomsoever, and in whatever form or manner they may please,

whether by wholesale, or by retail, without being obliged to give any pre-
ference or favour in consequence of the said monopolies, contracts, or

exclusive privileges of sale or purchase. And H. B. M. does on his part

engage to observe faithfully this principle thus recognized and laid down

by the two high contracting parties.

But it is to be distinctly understood, that the present article is not to be

interpreted as invalidating or affecting the exclusive right possessed by the

crown of Portugal within its own dominions to the farm for the sale of

ivory, Brazil wood, urzela, diamonds, gold dust, gunpowder, and tobacco

in the form of snuft': provided, however, that should the above-mentioned

articles, generally or separately, ever become articles of free commerce
within the dominions of H. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, the sub-

jects of H. B. M. shall be permitted to traffic in them as freely and on the

same footing as those of the most favoured nation.

IX. II. B. M. and H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal have agreed
and resolved, that each of the high contracting parties shall have the right

to nominate and appoint consuls-general, consuls, and vice-consuls in all

the ports of the dominions of the other contracting party, wherein they are

or may be necessary for the advancement of commerce, and for the cdm-

raercial interests of the trading subjects of either crown. But it is ex-

pressly stipulated, that consuls, of whatsoever class they may be, shall not

be acknowledged nor received, nor permitted to act as such, unless duly

qualified by their own sovereign, and approved of by the other sovereign

in whose dominions they are to be employed; consuls of all classes within

the dominions of each of the high contracting parties are respectively to be

placed upon a footing of perfect reciprocity and equality; and being ap-

pointed solely for the purpose of facilitating and assisting in affairs of

commerce and navigation, they are only to possess the privileges which

belong to their station, and which are. recognized and admitted by all go-

vernments as necessary for the due fulfilment of their office and employ-
ment. They are, in all cases, whether civil or criminal, to be entirely

amenable to the laws of the country in which they may reside, and they

are also to enjoy the full and entire protection of those laws so long as

they conduct themselves in obedience thereto.

X. II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, desiring to protect and

facilitate the commerce of the subjects of Great Britain within his

dominions, as well as their relations of intercourse with his own subjects,

is pleased to grant to them the privilege of nominating and having special

magistrates to act for them as judges conservators in those ports and cities

of his dominions in which tribunals and courts of justice are or may here-

after be established. These judges shall try and decide all causes brought

before them by British subjects, in the same manner as formerly, ajid

their authority and determinations shall be respected ;
and the laws,

decrees, and customs of Portugal respecting the jurisdiction of the judge
conservator are declared to be recognized and renewed by the present
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treaty. They shall be chosen by the plurality of British subjects residing;

in or trading at the pork or place where the jurisdiction of the judge con-

servator is to be established; and the choice so made shall be transmitted

to II. B. M.'s ambassador, or minister resident at the court of Portugal,
to be by him laid before II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in order

to obtain H. R. II. 's consent and confirmation ; in case of not obtaining

which, the parties interested are to proceed to a new election, until the

royal approbation of the Prince Regent be obtained. The renx>val of the

judge conservator, in cases of neglect of duty or delinquency, is also to be

effected by an application to H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal

through the channel of the British ambassador, or minister resident at

H. It. H.'s court. In return for this concession in favour of British sub-

jects, H. B. M. engages to cause the most strict and scrupulous observance

and obedience to be paid to those laws, by uhicli tlie persons and property

of Portuguese subjects residing within his dominions are secured and pro-

tected, and of which they (in common with all other foreigners) enjoy

tlie benefit, through the acknowledged equity of British jurisprudence, and

the singular excellence of the British constitution. And it is further

stipulated, that in case any favour or privilege should be granted by II. B. M.
to the subjects of any other state, which may seem to be analogous to, ot-

to resemble the privilege of having judges conservators, granted by this

article to British subjects residing in the Portuguese dominions, the same

favour or privilege shall be considered as also granted to the subjects of

Portugal residing within the British dominions, in the same manner as if it

were expressly stipulated by the present treaty.

XI. II. B. M. and II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, agree

severally to grant the same favours, honours, immunities, privileges, and

exemptions from duties and imposts to their respective ambassadors,

ministers, or accredited agents at the courts of each of them; and what-

ever favour either of the two sovereigns shall grant in this particular

at his own court, the other sovereign engages to grant the same at his

court.

XII. H. R. II. the Princo Regent of Portugal declares and engages,

in his own name and in that ofhis heirs and successors, that the subjects

of H. B. M. residing within his territories and dominions shall not be

disturbed, troubled, persecuted, or annoyed on account of their religion,

but that they shall have perfect liberty of conscience therein, and leave to

attend and celebrate divine service to the honour, of Almighty God, either

within their own private houses, or in their own particular churches and

chapels, which II. It. H. does now and for ever graciously grant to them

the permission of building and maintaining within his dominions: provided

however, that the said churches and chapels shall be l.uilt in such a man-

ner as externally to resemble private dwelling-houses ;
and also, that the

use of bells be not permitted therein, for the purpose of publicity

announcing the time of divine service : and it is further stipulated, that

neither the subjects of Great Britain, nor any other foreigners of a different

coruiuunimi from tlie religion established in the dominions of Portugal,
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shall b"e persecuted or disquieted for conscience-sake, either in their per-
sons or property, so long as they conduct themselves with order, decency,
and morality, and in a manner conformable to the usages of the country,
and to its constitution in church and state; but if it should be proved
that they preach or declaim publickly against the catholic religion, or

that they endeavour to make proselytes or converts, the parties so offending

.may, upon manifestation of their delinquency, be sent out of the country
in which the offence shall have been committed

; and those who behave in

public with disrespect or impropriety towards the forms and ceremonies
of the established catholic religion, shall be amenable to the civil police,
and may be punished by fine, or by confinement within their own dwelling-
houses. And if the offence be so flagrant and so enormous as to disturb

the public tranquility, or endanger the safety of the institution of church

and state (as established by law), the parties so offending may, on due

proof of the fact, be sent out of the dominions of Portugal. Liberty shall

also be granted to bury the subjects of H. B. M. who may die in the

territories of H. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in convenient places
to be appointed for that purpose; nor shall- the funerals or sepulchres of

the dead be disturbed in anywise, nor upon any account. In the same
manner the subjects of Portugal shall enjoy within all the dominions of

II. B. M. a perfect and unrestrained liberty of conscience in all matters of

religion, agreeably to the system of toleration established therein. They

may freely perform the exercises of their religion publickly or privately

within their own dwelling-houses, or in the chapels and places of worship

appointed for that purpose, without any the smallest hindrance, annoyance,
or diiiiculty whatsoever, either now or hereafter.

Xni. It is agreed and covenanted by the high contracting parties,

thr.t packets shall be established for the purpose of furthering the public

service of the two courts, and of facilitating the commercial intercousc

of their respective subjects. A convention shall be concluded forth-

with on the basis of that which was signed at Rio de Janeiro on the

fourteenth day of September one thousand eight hundred and eight, in

order to settle the terms upon which the said packets are to be established,

which convention shall be ratified at the same time with the present

treaty.

XIV. It is agreed and covenanted, that persons guilty of high treason,

forgery, or other offences of a heinous nature, within the dominions of

either of the high contracting parties, shall not be. harboured nor receive

protection in the dominions of the other. And that neither of the high

contracting parties shr.lt knowingly and wilfully receive into and entertain

in their service persons, subjects of the other power, deserting from the

military service thereof, whether by sea or land
;
but that on the contrary they

shall each respectively discharge any such person from their service, upon

being required : but it is agreed and declared, that neither of the high con-

tracting parties shall grant to any other state any favour on the subject of

persons deserting from the service of that state, which shall not be con-

sidered as granted also to the other high contracting party, in the same

J&ttu yrcn. (Bof. XX V. 2 s
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manner as i( the said favour had been expressly stipulated by the present

treaty. And it is further agreed, that, in cases of apprentices or sailors

deserting from vessel* belonging to the subjects of either of the high con-

tracting parties while within the ports of die other party, the magistrates
shall be bound to give effectual assistance for their apprehension, on due

application to that effect being made by the consul-general, or consul, orbj
his deputy cr representative; and that no public body, civil or reiigious,

bhall have the power of protecting such deserters.

XV. All good, merchandises, and articles whatsoever, of the produce,

manufacture, industry, or invention of the dominions and subjects of

II. B. M. shall be admitted into all and singular the ports and dominions of

If. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, as well in Europe as in America,

Africa, and Asia, whether consigned to British or Portuguese subject*, on

paying generally and solely duties to the amount of fifteen per cent, accord-

ing to the value which shall be set upon them by a tariff or table of

valuations, called in the Portuguese language paut, the principal basis of

which shall bo the sworn invoice cost of the aforesaid goods, merchandises,
and articles ; taking also into consideration (as far as may be just or

practicable) the current prices thereof in the country into which they are

imported. This tariff or valuation shall be determined and settled by an

rqual number of British ami Portuguese merchants of known integrity and

honour, with the assistance on the part of the British merchants of

II. B. M.'s consul-general, or consul; and on the part of the Portuguese
merchants with the assistance of the superintendant, or administrator-

general of the customs, or of their respective deputies. And the aforesaid

tariff or taole of valuations shall be made and promulgated in each of the

ports belonging to H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in which

there are or may be custom-houses. It shall be concluded, and begin to

have effect as soon as possible after the exchange of the ratifications of tlc

present treaty, and certainly within the space of three months reckoned

from the date of that exchange. And it shall be revised and altered it

necessary, from time to time, either in the whole, or in part, whenever the

subjt.cts of II. B. M. resident within the dominions of II. R. II. the Prince

Regrnt of Portugal, shall make a requisition to that effect through the

medium of II. B. M.'s consul-general, or consul, or whenever the trading and

commercial subjects of Portugal shall make the same requisition oil their

o-.vii part.

XVI. But during the interval between the exchange of the ratifications

of the present treaty, and the i romulgation of the above mentioned tariff,

should any goods or merchandises, the produce or manufacture of the do-

minions of II. B. M. arrive in the ports of II. R. II. the Prince Regent of

Portugal, it is stipulated, that they shall be admitted for consumption on

paying the above-mentioned duties of fifteen per coat, according to the

value set on them by the tariff now actually established, should they Le

goods or merchandises which arc comprised or valued in that tariff, :nd it

they should not be comprised or valued in that tariff, (as also if any British

feoods or merchandises should hereafter arrive iu the ports of ih* Poriu-
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gues* dominions without having been specifically valued and rated in the

new tariff or panta ,
which is to be made in consequence of the stipulation*

of the preceding article of the present treaty) they shall be equally ad-

mitted on paying the same duties of fifteen per cent, nd rulorcm, according
to t!e invoices of the said goods and merchandises, which shall be duly

presented and sworn to by the parties importing the same. And in cas

that any suspicion of fraud or unfair practices should arise, the invoices

shall be examined, and the real value of the goods or merchandises ascer-

tained bj a reference to an equal number of British and Portuguese
merchants of known integrity and honour; and in case of a difference of

opinion amongst them, followed JU)
an equality of votes upon the subject,

they shall then nominate another merchant, likewise of known integriiy
and honour, to whom the matter shall be ultimately referred, and whose

decision thereon shall be final, and without appeal. And in case the

invoice should appear to have been fair and correct, the goods and mer-

chandises specified in it shall be admitted on paying the duties above-

mentioned of fifteen per cent, and the expenses, if any, of the examination

of the invoice, shalj be defrayed by the party who called its fairness and

correctness into question. But if the invoice shall be found to be fraudu-

lent and unfair, then the goods and merchandises shall be bought up by
the officers of the customs on the account of the Portuguese government,

according to the value specified in the invoice, with an addition often per

cent, to the sum so paid for them by the officers of the customs, the Por-

tuguese government engaging for the payment of the goods so valued and

purchased by the officers of the customs within the space of fifteen days,

and the expenses, if any, of the examination of the fraudulent invoice shall

be paid by the party who presented it as just and fair.

XVII. It is agreed and covenanted, that articles of military and naval

stores brought into the ports of II. R. II. tiie Prince Regent of Portugal,

ivhich the Portuguese government may be desirous of taking for its own

use, shall be pnid for without delay at the prices appointed by the

proprietors, who shall not be compelled to sell such articles on any other

terms.

And it is further stipulated, that if the Portuguese government shall

take into its own care and custody any cargo, or part of a cargo, with a

vieiv to purchase, or otherwise, the said Portuguese government shall be

responsible for any damage or injury that such cargo, or part of a cargo,

way receive while in the care and custody of the officers of the said Portu-

guese government.

XVIII. II. I*. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal is pleased to grant to

the subjects of Great Britain the privilege of being assignantes for the

duties to be paid in the custom-houses of II. R. II. *s dominions, on the

same terms, and on giving the same security as are required from the sub-

jects of Portugal.

And it is on the other hand stipulated and agreed, that tbe subjects of

i!;c crown of Portugal shall receive, :t far as it may be just or K-jjal,
the
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same favour in the custom-houses of Great Britain as is shewn to the

natural subjects of II. B. M.

XIX. H. B. M. does on his part and in his own name, and in that of

his heirs and successors, promise and engage that all goods, merchandises,

and articles whatsoever, of the produce, manufacture, industry, or in-

vention of the dominions or subjects of H. R. II. the Prince Regent of

Portugal, shall be received and admitted into all and singular the ports
and dominions of IF. B. M. on paying generally and only the same

duties that are paid upon similar articles by the subjects of the most

favoured nation.

And it is expressly declared, that if any reduction of duties should take

place exclusively in favour of British goods and merchandises imported
into the dominions of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, an equiva-
lent reduction shall take place on Portuguese goods and merchandises im-

ported into II. B. M.'s dominions, and vice versa
;

the articles upon
which such equivalent reduction is to take place being settled by

previous concert and agreement between the two high contracting

parties.

It is understood, that any such reduction so granted by either party to

the other, shall not be granted afterwards (except upon the same terms and

for the same compensation) in favour of any other state or nation whatso-

ever. And this declaration is to be considered as reciprocal on the part of

the two high contracting parties.

XX. But as there are some articles of the growth and produce of Brnzi!,

which aie excluded from the markets and home consumption of the

British dominions, such as sugar, coffee, and other article? similar to the

produce of the British colonies, H. B. M. willing to favour and protect (as

much as possible) the commerce of the subjects of II. R. II. the Prince

Regent of Portugal, consents, and permits that the said articles, as well as

all other the growth and produce of Brazil, and all oihcr parts of the Por-

tuguese dominions, may be received and warehoused in afl the ports of

his dominions, which shall be by law appointed to be warehousing ports

for those articles for the purpose of re-exportation, under due regulation,

exempted from the greater duties with which they would be charged

\vcre they destined for consumption within the British dominions, and

liable only to the reduced duties and expenses on warehousing and re-ex-

portation

XXI. In like manner, notwithstanding the general privilege of admis-

sion thus granted in the fifteenth article of the present treaty by II. R. II.

the Prince Regent of Portugal, in favour of all goods and merchandises,

the produce and manufacture of the British dominions; II. 11. II. reserves

to himself the right of imposing heavy, and even prohibitory duties on all

articles known by the name of British East Indian goods and West Indian

produce, such as sugar and coflee, which cannot be admitted for consump-

tion in the Portuguese dominions, by reason of the same principle of colo
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nial policy, which prevents the free admission into the British dominions of

corresponding articles of Brazilian produce.

But II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal consents that all the ports of

his dominions, where there are or may be custom-houses, shall be free

ports for the reception and admission of all articles whatsoever, the pro-
duce or manufacture of the British dominions, not destined for the con-

sumption of the place at which they may be received or admitted, but for

re-exportation, either for other ports of the dominions of Portugal, or for

those of other states. .And the articles thus received and admitted (sub-

ject to due regulations) shall be exempted from the duties with which they
would be charged if destined for the consumption of the place at which

thev may be landed or warehoused, and liable only to the same expenses
that may be paid by ai tides of Brazilian produce received and ware-

housed for re-exportation in the ports of H. B. M.'s dominions.

XXII. II. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in order to facilitate and

encourage the legitimate commerce, not only of the subjects of Great

Britain, but also of those of Portugal, with other states adjacent to his own

dominions, and with a view also to augment and secure that part of his

own revenue which is derived from the collection of warehousing duties

upon merchandise, is pleased to declare the port of Saint Catherine to be

a free port, according to the terms mentioned in the preceding article of

the present treaty.

XXIII. IT. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal being desirous to place

the system of commerce announced by the present treaty, upon the most

extensive basis, is pleased to take the opportunity afforded by it, of pub-

lishing the determination prc-conceivcd in II. It. H.'s mind of rendering

Goa a free port, and of permitting the free toleration of all religious sects

whatever in that city and in its dependencies.

XXIV. All trade with the Portuguese possessions situated upon the

eastern coast of the continent of Af.iea (in articles not included in the ex-

clusive contracts possessed by the crown of Portugal) which may have hcea

formerly allowed to the subjects of Great Britain, is confirmed and se-

cured to them now, and for ever, in the same manner as the trade which

has hitherto been permuted to Portuguese subjects in the ports and seas of

Asia is confirmed and secured to them by virtue of the sixth article of the

present treaty.

XXV. But in order to give due effect to that system of perfect recipro-

city which the two tusn contracting parties arc willing to establish as the

basis of their mutual relations, LI. B. M. consents to wave the right of

creating factories or incorporated bodies of British merchants, under any

name or description whatsoever, within the dominions of II. 11. IT. the

Prince Regent of Portugal; provided however that this concession in

favour of the wishes ofll.B, H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, shall not

deprive the subjects of H. B.M. residing within the dominions of Portugal,

of the full enjoyment as individuals engaged in commerce, of any of those

rights and privileges which they did or might possess as members of rncor-
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porated commercial bodies; and also thnt the commerce and trade carried

on by British subjects shall not he restricted, annoyed, or otherwise af.

fected by any commercial company whatever, possessing exclusive privi-

leges aud favours within the dominions of Portugal. And II. K. H. the

Prince Regent of Portugal docs also engage, that he will not consent noi-

permit that any other nation or state ihall possets factories or incorpo-

rated bodies of merchants within his dominions, so long as British fuctoriui

*hall not be established therein.

XXVI. The two high contracting parties agree, that tlwv will forthwith

proceed to the revision of all other former treaties subsisting between (lie

two crowns, for the purpose of ascertaining what stipulations contained

in them are, in the present state of affairs, proper to be continued or re-

newed.

It is agreed and declared, that the stipulations contained in form or

treaties concerning the admission of the wines of Portugal on the one hand,
and the woillen clothes of Great Britain on the other, shall at present re-

main unaltered. In the same manner it is agreed, that the favours, privi-

leges, and immunities granted by either contracting party to the subjects of

the other, whether by treaty, decree, or alvara, shall remain unaltered, ex-

cept the power granted by former treaties, of carrying in the ships of either

country goods and merchandises of any description whatever, the property
of the enemies of the other country, which power is now mutually and pub-

}ickly renounced and abrogated.

XXVII. The reciprocal liberty of commerce and navigation) declared,

and announced by the present treaty, shall be considered to extend to all

goods and merchandises whatsoever, except those articles the property of

the enemies of either power, or contraband of war.

XXVIII. Under the name of contraband, or prohibited article?, shall

be comprehended not only arms, cannon, harquebusses, mortars, petard*,

bombs, grenades, saucisses, carcasses, carriages for cannon, musket rests,

bandoliers, gunpowder, match, saltpetre, ball, pikes, swords, head pieces,

helmets, cuirasses, hulberts, javelins, bolsters, belts, liorses, and their

harness, but generally all other articles that may have been specified **

contraband in any former treaties concluded by Great Britain or by Por-

tugal with other powers. But goods which Inre not been wrought into the

form of warlike instruments, or which cannot become such, shall not be

reputed contn^and
;
much less such xs have been already wrought niul

made up for other purposes ;
all which shall be deemed not contraband,

and may be freely carried by the subjects of both Sovereigns even to places

belonging to an enemy, excepting only such places as are besieged, bk>ck-

ftded, or invested by sea or land.

XXIX. In case any ships or vessels of war, or merchantmen, sbonld

be shipwrecked on the coasts of either of the high contracting parties, all

such parts of the said ships or vcswls, or of tlie furniture or appuitenauces

thereof, as also of jroods and merchandises as shall be saved, or the pror

duce thereof, shall be faithfully restored upon the same being claimed by

the proprietors or their factors duly authorized, paying only the cxpencrt
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incurred in the preservation thereof, according to the rate of salrnge set-

tied on both sides (saving at the same time the rights and customs of each

nation, the abolition or modification of which shall however be treated upon
in the cases where they shall be contrary to the stipulations of the present

article); and the high contracting parties will mutually interpose their

authority, that such of their subjects as shall take advantage of any such

misfortune, may be severely punished.

XXX. And, for the greater security and liberty of commerce and navi-

gation, it is further agreed, that both H. B. M. and H. R. H. the Prince

Regent of Portugal, shall not only refuse to receive any pirates or sea-

rovers whatsoever into any of their havens, ports, cities, or towns, or per-
mit any of their subjects, citizens, or inhabitants, on either part, to re-

ceive or protect them in their port?, to harbour them in their houses, or to

assist them in any manner whatsoever
; but further, that they shall cause

all such pirates and sea-rovers, and all persons who shall receive, conceal,
or assist them, to be brought to condign punishment for a terror and exam-

ple to others. And all their ships, with the goods or merchandises taken

by them, and brought into the ports belonging to either of the high con-

tracting parties, shall be seized us far as they can be discovered, and shall

be restored to the owners, or the factors duly authorized or deputed bj
them in writing, proper evidence being first given to prove the property,
even in case such effects should have passed into other liands by sale, if it

be ascertained that the buyers knew or might have known that they had

been piratically taken.

XXXI. For the future security of commerce and friendship between the

subjects of H. B. M. and II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, and to

the end that their mutual good understanding may be preserved from all

interruption and disturbance, it is concluded and jigreed, that if at any
time there should arise any disagreement, breach of friendship, or rupture,

between the crowns of the high contracting parties, which God forbid,

(which rupture shall not be deemed to exist until the recalling or sending

home of the respective ambassadors and ministers) the subjects of each of

the two parties, residing in the dominions of the other, shall have the pri-

vilege of remaining, and continuing their trade therein, without any man-

ner of interruption, so long as they behave peaceably, and commit no

offence against the laws and ordinances ; and in case their conduct should

render them suspected, and the respective governments should be obliged

to order them to remove, the term of twelve months shall be allowed them

lor that purpose, in order that they may retire with their effects and pro-

perty, whether entrusted to individuals, or to the state.

At the same time it is to be understood that this favour is not to

be extended to those who shall act in any manner contrary to the estab-

lished laws.

XXXII. It is agreed nr.d stipulated by the high contracting parties, that

the present treaty shall be unlimited in point of duration, that the obliga-

tions and conditions expressed or implied in it shall be perpetual
and im-

icutuble ; and they shall uot be cha-iged or affected in any manner in case
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II. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, his heirs or successors, should*

again establish the sent of the Portuguese monarchy within the Europeau
dominions of that crown.

XXXIII. But the two high contracting parties do reserve to themselves

the right ofjointly examining and revising the several articles of this treaty

at the expiration of fifteen years, counted in the first instance from the

date of the exchange of the ratification thereof, and of then proposing,

discussing, and making such amendments or additions, as the real interests

of their respective subjects may seem to require. It being understood that

any stipulation which at the period of revision of the treaty shall he ob-

jected to by either of the high contracting parties, shall be considered as

suspended in its operation until the discussion concerning that stipulation

shall be terminated, due notice being previously given to the other contract-

ing party of the intended suspension of such stipulation, for the purpose of

avoiding mutual inconvenience.
' XXXIV. The several stipulations and conditions of the present treaty

nhall begin to have effect from the date ofH.B. M.'s ratification thereof;

and the mutual exchange of ratifications shall take place in the City of

London within the space of four months, or sooner if possible, to be com-

puted from the day of the signature of the present treaty.

In witness whereof we, the undersigned plenipotentiaries of II. B. M.

and of H. R. II. the Prince Regent of Portugal, in virtue of our respective

full powers, have signed the present treaty with our hands, and have caused

die seals of our arms to be set thereto.

Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, on the 19th day of February, in tlif

rear of our Lord MDCCCX.

(L.S.)

(L.S.) CONDE DE LIXIIARES.

Copy of a Letter from the Chevalier de 5oura Coutlinko, tolktMarqvu

Wcllesley, dated 11 tk June, 1810.

MY LORD, London, June 17th, 1810.

At the moment when the exchange is about to take place, of the ratifica-

tions of the first treaty, which opens to Great Britain the commerce ana

navigation of South America, the undersigned ventures to flutter himself

that die British ministry will permit him to add to so many other reasons

for universal content, a motive of satisfaction, which, although personal to
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l-.Sm, is yet one of those few which every public man feels it his right and
tais duty to avow.

Accustomed as he is to prize the sentiments of justice and of generosity,
which characterL j the British ministry, the undersigned, in forwarding to

his Excellency the Marquis Wellesley this note, together with the treaties

of alliance and commerce, ratified by x
H. R. H. the Prince Recent hi* mas-

ter, hopes to give irrefragable proof of the authenticity and the exactness
of the following account, detailing the manner in which the Portuguese
property, heretofore detained in the ports of Great Britain, has been re-

stored to its proprietors, videlicet :

1. That all the Portuguese property brought into the ports of Great
Britain by English cruisers, towards the end of the year 1807, and at the be-

ginning of the ensuing year, has been in the first instance distributed by the

High Court of Admiralty, conformably to what was prescribed by the

order of the privy council of the Gth January, 1803, lhat is to say; part of

it has bce given up to the consul general, J. C. Lucen:>, on condition that

he should distribute the same to the lawful proprietors ; and the remainder
has been entrusted to the commission appointed by virtue of the above-

inentioued order.

2. That all the Portuguese vessels which left the ports of Portugal,

during the blockade instituted by the squadron of Sir Charles Cottun,
and were brought to England, have been released by the High Court of

Admiralty.

3. That the order of the privy council, bearing date the 4th May, 1808,

having (immediately after the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops)
been replaced by another order of the privy council, bearing date the 22d

of September, 1808, the Portuguese property was subsequently restored to

the individual claimants of it, either by the High Court of Admiralty itself,

or by the commission called the Portuguese commission, which has lately

announced, by its letter of * to the Lords of the Treasury,
the final accomplishment of its labours.

4. That the deposits made at the house of Thomas Coutts, the banker,

by the parties in agreement with the consul general, have all been taken up
with the consent of both parties; which circumstance proves, that the res-

titution of this property by M. J. C. Lucena has taken place.

5. There is every reason to believe, that at this moment all the Portu-

guese property brought into the ports of Gibraltar and Malta, has been

restored to the individual claimants of it, by the Courts of Admiralty of

these two ports, under the general authority sent by the undersigned, and

in virtue of the orders of privy council of the 4th May, and of the 22d

September, 1808.

I avail myself of this opportunity, my Lord, to renew the assurances of

the high consideration with which I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) The Chevalier de SOUZA COUTTINIIO.

* 7th April, 1810.

. 8ol* XXV. 2 T
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Copy of a Note from the Marquis Wellesley to the Chevalier de Sou:*

Couttinho, dated Foreign Office, Junf ilth, 18K>.

The undersigned, his Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign

affairs, at the moment of exchanging with the Chevalier de Souza Couttinho,

envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary from II. R. II. the Prince

Regent of Portugal, the ratifications of the treaty of commerce signed at

Rio de Janeiro on the 10th of February, 1810, by Lord Viscount Strang-

ford, on the part of II. M., and by the Conde dc Linhares on the part of

II. R. II. the Prince Regent, has been commanded byH.M. in order td

avoid any misunderstanding which might possibly arise in the execution of

that part of the fifth article of the said treaty, \vherein it is defined what

ships shall be considered as entitled to the privileges of British ships, to de-

clare to the Chevalier de Souza Coattinho, that, in addition to the qualifi-

cations therein expressed, such other ships will likewise be entitled to be

considered as British ships, which shall have been captured from the enemy
by H. M. ships of war, or by subjects of H. M. furnished with letters of

marque by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and regularly con-

demned in one of II. M.'s prize courts as a lawful prize, in the same man-

ner as ships captured from the enemy by the ships of Portugal, and con-

demned under similar circumstances, are, by the subsequent paragraph of

the afore-mentioned article of the said treaty, to be considered as Portu-

gi:e.-.j ships.

The undersigned requests the Chevalier de Souza Couttinho to accept the

assurances of his high consideration.

(Signed) WELLESLEY.
The Chevalier de Souza Couttinho, %c.

COMMUNICATION made by HER MAJESTY'S Council, to The Lord Pnri

sidcnt of His MAJESTY'S Pricy Council
,- respecting the Stale oj His

MAJESTY'S Health.

Queen s Lodge, iVi/idior, April 6, J811.

^RESENT, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Karl Winchilsea,
Earl of Aylesford, Lord Eldon, Lord Ellenborough, Sir \V. Grant (the

Duke of Montrose being absent, on account of indisposition.)

" \VE, the Members of the Council, here present, appointed to assist her

INIajesty in the execution of the trust committed to her Majesty, by virtue of

|he statute passed in the 51st year of his Majesty's reign, intituled,
" An

^ct to provide for the administration of The Royal Authority, and for the

care of his Majesty's Royal Person during the continuance of his Majesty's

Illness, and for the Resumption of the exercise of the Royal Authority by
iiis Majesty;" Having called before us, and examined on oatli the physi-

cians, and other persons attendant upon his Majesty; and having ascer-

the state of his Majesty's health by such other ways and means, as
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appeared to us to be necessary for that purpose, Do hereby declare the
state of his Majesty's health at the time of this qur meeting, as fol-

lows
; viz.

" ' That the indisposition, with which his Majesty was afflicted at the

time of the passing of the said Act, docs still so far exist, that his Majesty
is not yet restored to such a state of health, as to he capable of resuming
the personal exercise of his Royal Authority: I hat, his Majesty appears
to have made material progress towards recovery, since the passing of the

act ; and, that all his Majesty's physicians continue to express their ex-

pectations of such recovery.'

, (Signed;
" C. CAXTUAR. ELDOX.

E. EBOR. ELLLEXBOROUCH.

WIXCHILSEA. \V. GRANT."

AYLESIOKD.
A true Copy,

Chetwynd.

NAVAL LITERATURE.

The Natural Defence of an Insular Empire earnestly recommended; rei h a

Sketch of a Plan to at lack Real Seamen to the Sen-ice of their Country. By
PIHLIP PATTOX, Admiral of the While Squadron of His Majesty s Fleet.

Southampton : Printed by T. Shdtoy, and Sold by J. Haichard, Picadillyt

1810. 4tv. Pages 102.

" Horrida callidi

Yiucunt aequora uavitaj."

HORACE.

WE have read with much concern, and not without considerable in-

dignation, that most ill- judged, and unfair account of this valuable

work, which appeared lately in the Quarterly Review, fur November. We
should have thought (for it is a very useful fashion to write in the plural

number, when a solitary and unknown individual takes the chair of

criticism) We should have thought, that the learned and respectable

character, who presides over this junta of critics, would not have admitted

sucli literary detraction, as this and some other. articles in his review have

displayed. Admiral Fatton is an oificer of considerable experience; one

who has duly and very ably weighed the prejudices that exist in our govern-

ment and the country at large, on. certain points in its naval administration.;-

whose sentiments, on most occasions, arc the received sentiments of his

profession ; whose judgment is valued in these respects by his brother

officers and who really might not expect, and may possibly (fur we iiave

not the least personal acquaintance with him) have been hurt, that any in-

dividual should thus endeavour, not openly and fairly to criticise, but

-covertly to write down and disparage those momentous observations on
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subjects of great national importance, which the admiral had earnestly re-

commended to the notice of government. In this said Jlcview, after mis-

peiling his name, and turning him into a Patten, on which his reviewer

seems to have un-'luly raised himself; this interesting work is thus intro-

duced :

" We are informed, that a certain number of veteran flag-officers,

who have distributed themselves in little groups, in the neighbourhood of

the principal sea-port towns of the kingdom, attracted, no doubt, by a pre-

dilection for that element, on which their youthful days had been spent,

meeting orer a can offlip, (we actually copy the very words of what is

called, a Review), discuss the news and politics of the day, relate their

mutual grievances, lament the good old times that are past, and growl at

the present, &c. &c &c." Having thus prepared the minds of his readers,

the reviewer makes a pause, and feeling, perhaps, that he may not quite

have treated a British admiral as he deserved, thus continues: "
IVe, l>y

no means, intend to insinuate, much less to affirm., that Philip Fatten

(Patton), admiral of the white squadron of his Majesty's fleet, is a member
of any of the clubs above-mentioned; but zee maintain that every page of

his book bears, on the face of it, the strongest testimony that he is, at all

events, one of the numerous and agreeable society of croakers, &c.&c." Not
content with this, the reviewer still continues to prejudice the mind of his

reader, against the work in question, and after the following manner, before

n single extract is made from the work itself:
" If the information, thus

laid before the public, had proceeded from anv but a professional person,
we should have considered it as the effusion of a discontented mind or a,

distempered imagination, and, consequently (mark the importance of the re-

viewer), have deemed it unworthy of any other notice, than that of insert-

ing its title, in our Quarterly list of Publications : but when a professional

man,&c. &c." But this, however, was not sufficient; still the mind of the

public was to be poisoned, if possible, against the poor admiral. " His

maritime knowledge and experience are those of other times (and s'> we

trust are those of some of the ablest and oldest officers in the sen-ice), the

short period of four months, in which his flag was flying in the Downs, was

by no means sufficient to make him fully acquainted with the numerous

changes, and improvements, which have taken place in naval discipline and

naval tactics, since the commencement of the revolutionary war."

The worthy admiral may not, perhaps, have duly considered the numerous

changes that have taken place at the board of Admiralty, and its subordi-

nate departments, since the commencement of this war with France; but

many of our professional readers may be inclined to think, that he knows

rather more of the actual state of our naval discipline, and perhaps an equal

knowledge of our present naval tactics, with this said reviewer; who from

the general drift of his reasoning, appears to occupy some official situation

at either the Admiralty, or one of the public boards, with all the prejudices

of a landsman; and as a proof of this, take the following, on which a much

esteemed naval officer of rank, and one of threat experience, and es^ima-

tion, has made some marginal comments, which shall be subjoined :
" In

the great variety of subjects, says the reviewer, which necessarily^/"// under
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our attention, we meet with many strange inconsistencies, and absurd posi-

tions, but we never could have imagined it would fall to our lot to encoun*

ier, from any quarter, a charge so monstrous and unfounded as that of

neglect and contempt of the naval service." Not to mention a variety of

other instances, lias this reviewer forgotten, that orders had been sent out to

recal Rodney, just before he gained such honours for himself and country,
ia 1782. That previously to this, Admiral Byng had so severely experienced
his regretted fate, that Voltaire wasinduced to declare "The British govern-
ment, occasionally, shoot an admiral, in order to encourage the rest of the

profession ;" or that the great Nelson himself, when a post-captain, had

nearly left the service, from the neglect and contempt, which, in his

opinion, he had received? But to proceed,
" We had oa the contrarv

most confidently persuaded ourselves, befoie we stumbled ou this work,
that if there was (were) any one feeling more predominant than the rest,

throughout the whole nation, in favour of any class of men, or any profes-

sion, that feeling leaned most decidedly towards seamen, and the sea service.

We would ask the gallant admiral then, on what occasion the naval service

has been neglected? Why does lie rail, in general terms, against the

government for the '

contemptible ideas' it entertains of the navy, without

producing a single instance in support of so injurious a charge.
'

Oh, Mr.

Revicrcer,' says our Naval Commentator in the margin,
' kc has produced

many, though you, have not stumbled ou them, and muni/ more might be

adduced.' What act of gallantry, say you, can he point out, which has

been overlooked? Has not, on the contrary, as you add, every encourage-
ment been held out, every honour conferred, every reward bestowed, on the

brave defenders of our country ?" Our marginal annotator adds, and his

long experience is worthy of credit,
'

certainly not.
1 " And have not, con-

tinues the reviewer, monuments been erected at the public expense, even to

captains of frigates, who have bravely fought and fallen in the moment of

victory ?!'
* Read refused,' says our marginal writer,

* The brave Faulk-

nor would never have gained his, but for the exertions and loguent appeal

of Mr, Fox, and none wan ever granted to the gallant Bowcn, who perished

at Teneriffe, though earnestly desired by the Commander-in-chief.'
' Was

Lord St. Vincent," says the reviewer, "depressed and disregarded, when he

was raised from the station of a private gentleman to an English earldom,

with an adequate pension ? Were the services of Lord Howe, Lord

Duncan, Lord Nelson, and Lord Collingwood, all of private and some of

obscure families, disregarded?" Lord St. Vincent was u knight of the Bath,

long iffore the 14th of February, 1797 ;
and Lord Hou-e, who ccrtahtly did

not springfrom a private family, nor plebeian bloody received no mark of

favourfor thefirst of June.

But in reply to the question which the reviewer asks the admiral, ve

would ask then on what occasion the naval service has been neglected ? We

subjoin the following answers that have been had from no common

authority : 1. Captain King, when commanding a friate, captnrH twj

Dutch frigates, in one action
;
and was never noticed. 2. Capta u

Milne, in the Seine frigate, captured tie Vengeance French frigate, of
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superior force, single handed, with another frigate on the coast of France
j

and was never noticed. 3. Captain Baker, in the Phoenix, captured a

French frigate of superior force
; and by skill and perseverance did lead

Sir R. Strachan into action with a French squadron: the successful termi-

nation of which action was, in some measure, owing to Captain Baker's

keeping sight of the enemy, after Sir Richard had lost sight of them
;
no

notice was, however, taken of Captain Baker. 4' Captain Byam Martin,

captured a French frigate of large force, in the Bristol Channel, and after-

wards another French frigate of superior force, off Brest; yet was not

noticed. 5. Captain, Bowcn, of the Terpsichore (already mentioned}, cap-

tured a Spanish frigate of superior force, in the Mediterranean, and after-

wards a French frigate, off Cadiz ;
boarded and took possession of another

French frigate, under the batteries of Martinique. lie saved also the Kn.:-

lish army, at the evacuation of Guadaloupe ;
and was, at length, killed at

the head of his brave boat's crew, in the act of forcing the gates of Tenc-

riffe, at the time Lord Nelson lost his arm. This officer also was not

noticed. Many other naval officers of merit and great enterprise have been

equally neglected.

Not to dwell on the great injustice which the reviewer has shewn towards

Lord Bai ham, who is thus spoken of : We consider his lordship more of a

civilian than a seaman; the very unfair and most extraordinary pages of

this self created critic, must be left to sucii readers as may approve them;
it is, however, our duty, on this occasion, to inform the public, that Lord

Tjarham was chosen by that able statesman, Lord Spencer, for the exten-

sive knowledge which the noble admiral possessed in naval affairs, as Lord

Spencer's first sea Lord; and that it was Lord Durham who laid the foun-

dation of Lord Spencer's wise arrangements, which were so much approved.

The smallest reflection, one would think, must convince any man, that

when landsmen are placed at the head of the Admiralty, they arc necessarily

led and guided by sea officers, who are not always of the first class ;
and

that the few, of that high denomination, who are compelled to take sub-

ordinate stations at the Admiralty board sometimes to make room for one

of the ministry and,nt others, for such generals as are connected with ad-

ministration ;
of these few, there are seldom any who are consulted on

cabinet measures. And to what the reviewer observes, respecting Lord St.

Vincent and the Stone expedition, we beg leave to add, what is not gene-,

rally known, that his hrtbkip teas not conszt/trd respecting it.

It is now time to revert to Admiral Patton's publication. Previously to

its appearance, this officer, so far back as the year 1790, had drawn up
some observations on naval mutiny, which he presented to Earl Spencer in

1795. To these were added, during the months of October or November,
in the same year, in which the great mutinies took place, A Letter to a

friind on t/ie. Stale of ])iscij)line in the Navy, at the end of 1797, to induce

ministers not to trust to rigour aloae in endeavouring to restore discipline
to the navy.

" At a very early period of my service in the navy (said the admiral in

that publication), I began to commit to paper, considerations on the inter-
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Bal management and conduct of king's ships. During actual service and
from practical experience, these considerations were amplified and revised

great attention was also bestowed on the characters, dispositions, and pur-
suits of the different classes of men of which the companies of ships of war
are composed. This application to the interior, at last, extended to a
kind of analysis of the mixed mass of which the company of a large ship
consists

; and by these means, to my mind was always presented something

distinct with respect to that body of men, who are, and -must be the only
reftl protectors of the independence of an island." To this letter was added

during the peace, in 1802, Sketch of a Plan for the. encouragement of Sea-

men, and for more speedily and effectually manning his Majesty's Nary,
itpbn any armament, in two Parts. And to these was subjoined, dated

July SO, 1807, Observations on the importance of an increased Naval Force,

during the present exorbitant power of France. The whole of these com-
munications were afterwards printed together, for private circulation,

amongst the admiral's professional friends. And another opportunity may
possibly be taken, of making extracts from these documents, for the perusal
of such of our readers, as may not before have met with them. Some of

these are r.ew-modelled and in part incorporated with his recent publica-

cation, THE NATURAL DEFENCE OF AN INSULAR EMPIRE, which he thus in-

troduced to the notice of the public. He justly observes,
< that a constant

assiduity in cultivating an acquaintance with any particular subject, afford*

an opportunity of discussing that subject more perspicuously, than could

have been done by superior powers less diligently employed upon it,

or whose attention had been bestowed on a wider range of knowledge no

duty is more imperative, than that which commands us to lay any know-

ledge respecting defence before the government, or before the public.

The essential points, and the detail of the maritime defence of an insular

empire, is naturally confined to a small number of men. The reason is

obvious The natural defence is on the water, and those practically in-

structed on that element, can alone afford the necessary information."

[To be continued.]

A
NATURAL PROFILE OF LORD NELSON.

VERY curious natural phenomenon is said to have been lately dis-

covered at Edinburgh. From a point of Salisbury Crags, and from a

place called Miller's Garden, there is visible, in the rock on which the rno-

liument to the memory of the illustrious and gallant Lord Nelson is erected,

a perfectly correct, though gigantic profile of the Hero's face. It is formed

by the rock, and was first discovered by an English family travelling in Scot-

land ;
since which, it has been an object of curiosity to all the visitors to the

Scots metropolis, as well as to the inhabitants. This extraordinary likeness,

it is to be hoped, the magistrates will take care to preserve ;
thus retaining

forEdina the custody of one of the memorabilM relating to the hie oi Bri-

tain's highest naval boast,
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PLATE CCCXXXV.

is the principal town of St. Croix, one of the

^^ Caribhee Islands, in the West Indies. It lies on the north side of

the island, has a fine harbour, and is defended by a fortress. Its longitude
is 63 23' west of Greenwich

;
latitude; 17 46' north.

St. Croix lies about five leagues to the eastward of St. Thomas's. It en-

joys a good air
;
but its water is not considered wholesome till it has settled

awhile in earthen jars. The island was discovered by Columbus ; but it has

since been successively in possession of the English, Dutch, Spaniards,

Knights of Malta, French, and Danes. It surrendered to the British, with

the other Danish possessions in the West Indies, during the present war.

TABLE OF THE WEATHER.

UIE following Table, which has been transmitted to us by n naval

officer, as the result of many year's actual observation, is suiu i be

constructed from a philosophical consideration of the attraction of the Sun

and Moon, in their several positions respecting the earth. Its object is, to

indicate, on a simple inspection, what sort of weather is likely to succeed,

according to the changes of the Moon, either in Summer or Winter. Our

Correspondent informs us, that it is so generally correct, as seldom to

have been known to fail.

Kc\\ and Full Moon.
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The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

FALCOSER.

THE VOYAGE.

ANONYMOUS.

(From thefourth Part of Miscellany Poems published ly DRYDEN, in 1716.)

AS
one that's from a tedious voyage come,
And safe through thousand storms arriv'd at home;

Resolves to put to sea no more,
Or boldly tempt the flatt'ring main,

Ilow smooth soe'er it lye, or plain ;

But having drawn his broken hull on shore,

To some kind saint hangs up his consecrated oar;

I, w ho a greater sea had past,

The ocean of rough poesie,

Where there so many shipwrack'd be,

Or on the rocks, or on the quicksands cast;

Recounting what myself had seen,

And in how many deaths I'd been,

Where scarce an empty wish, or hope could come between;
With almost as confirm'd avow,
Resolv'd no less to consecrate

Some votive table, which might show

The labours I did undergo;
And at a far more easie rate,

Give others the delight to view on land mydangeron fate,

II.

Already was the sacred plank design'd,

And in it now I first assay'd the deep ;

When thinking only near the shores to keep,
There rose a sudden and tempestuous wind,

Which made me leave the unsaluted land behind.

The sea before was calm and still,

And gentle airs did with my streamers play,

Scarce stronz enough my half-struck sail to
fill,

And through the yielding crystal force my way
Close by did many a vessel ride,

Whose pilots all with bays were gaily crown'd;
And to the murmurs of the tide,

9at>. etyron. ftoL XXV. 2 u
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Voices and mirth were heard around,

Myself made there * Anacreon's lute resound ;

Which sprightly seem'd, and wondrous brave,.

And its old killing notes to have ;

But from the waters more, than those rough touches which I gavt,
Twould still of nothing sound but love,

Though I the various stops did often prove :

Wherefore new f loves I did begin^
And intermix! (as parts) my own

;

Which took fresh vigour from- the string,

And o'er the dancing floods were quickly blown.

I J Venus sang, and stolen joys,

And of his flames who 'scap'd at Troy's.

And as the Thracian Orpheus by his skill

To ransom his Eurydice, is said,

And from the shades brought back the dead ;

My song a greater miracle did tell,

And thither chaiu'd in verse alive Proserpina did lead^

in.

Such was my song : but when the storm arose,

Voices and mirth were heard no more
;

But every man fell stoutly to his oar,

And to the floods did all their strength oppose,

Hoping to reach some harbour, but in vain ;

They wece with greater fury hurry\1 back into the main.

Then might one hear, instead of these,

The dying shrieks of such ns shipwrnck'd were ;

And those proud galleys, which before at ease

Plow'd up the deep, no longer did appear ;

But to the waves became a prey :

v Some downright sank, some broken lay,

And by the billows were in triumph bon^away.

My keel so many leaks did spring,

That all the hold with water was flmv'd o'er;

And a sea no less dangerous rag'd within.

Than that which strove abroad the tempest to outroar.

|]
So overboard my lading straight I cast,

* Turn'd Anacreon into English verse.

f Made scverul love-verses to Clelia and AJ.

J Translated the fourth Book of Virgil.

Claudian's Rapt. Pros.

|| Having had so many crosses, or, which is truer, seeing the little profit,
I re-

solved to make no more verse, exctpr the argument were divine and mural ; and so

resumed my old design of paraphrasing the P<:I!HIS
j

whi'jh I began anew, Jm.u-

ary SI, 166*, and finished the third of June, 1665.
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With some faint hopes my barque to save ;

But on the wind away they quickly past,
And my best safety was no hope to have.

Yet by me still the great Jessean lyre I kept,
Which from my couch I down did take,

Where it neglected long enough had slept,
And all its numerous chords I did awake ;

Thinking, since I the waves must try,

Them, and the sea-gods, with a song to pacific.

IV.

I play'd, and boldly then plung'd down,

Holding my harp still in my hand.

My dear companion through those paths unknown;
But hopeless with it e'er to reach the land,

When lo, the chaste Jarma, with a throng
Of nymphs and tritons waited on,

As she by chance there pasi'd along,
Drave up her chariot by my side,

And in requital for my humble song,
Invited me with her to ride,

And fearless of the way, with them my course to guide.
And down she reach'd her snowy hand,

And from the floods me gently rais'd,

Whilst all the sea-gods on me gaz'd,

And waited e'er they further went, some new command.
Which straight she gave, and at her word the wind

Backward did scowre : Before, as smooth and plain

The ocean lay ; storms only rag'd behind :

So to my harp I turn'd again,

And all its silent fetters did unbind.

No longer was I of the deep afraid,

Bufbolder grown, more anthems plaid,

And on them put my chains, who theirs upon the waves had laid.

Till having many a country past.
And cpasting the whole earth around.

The north-west passage navigable found,

I on my native shore was cast,

And safely touch'd the British Isle at last.

V.

This table as in colours 'twas exprest,

And which * Belisa's curious pencil wrought,
With ivy garland, and with bays I drest,

And to my muse's sacred temple brought ;

* Mn, Mary Beal,
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Hoping it would accepted be,

And surely gain my liberty

Prom future service, and declare me free.

But as I waiting in the court did stand,

Into a sudden ecstacie I fell;

And led by an immortal hand

Which entrance tor me did command,

Approach'd the Fane's most private cell,

By none e'er seen before, where awful dread and reverence dwelL

'Twas nut like those straight lodges here,

Which by that name we call,

But a magnificent and spacious hall,

The roof with paintings garnish'd all ;

And where in neeches on the wall,

There did the lively forms appear,

Of such who for their verse the laurel srt did wear.

Greece and Old Rome possest the chiefest place,

And all the upper end their quarter was :

The sides were into several coasts design'd,

And by their countries you each name m;ght find;

Th* Italian, French, or Spanish band,

As they around did with their titles stand :

Britain as fair a space as any had ;

And no less honours were to her, than Rome or Athens paid.

l VI.

Thither I turn'd my eye, and in the throng

Of crowned heads translated there,

Whose very uames to count would be too long,

The bright Orinda did appear ;

And though come thitlier last of all,

Made the most beauteous figure on the sacred wall*

Aside her, several neeches were prepar'd
For those who shall hereafter come,
And with her there obtain a room,

As with her in the muses service they had shar'd.

Already were some names enroll'd,

And in fair characters enchas'd ;

But who they were, must ne'er be told,

Till they the fatal stream have past,

And after death have here their living statues pluc'd.

My muse alone these worthies could outshine,
As she approach'd me there in shape divine :

Her golden hair was all unbound

* Mrs. Kath. Philip* died June 64.



NAVAL POETRY; 333

With careless art, and wantonly did play,

Mov'd by her strings melodious sound,

As on her shoulders the loose tresses lay.

A wondrous mantle o'er her back was thrown,
And her gay mystick vest below

In royal state trayl'd all adown
;

A lute was in her hand, and on her head a crown.

VII.

Amaz'd, I at her feet did fall,

And prostrate lay, till up she bid me stand,

Saying, for this I thee did never call,

But boldly to receive my great command ;

Arise, for lo, a better fate

Does on thy tuneful numbers wait,

Than what thou in the deep hast try'd of late.

Not but that all thy labours there,

To thine own wish shall amply be repaid.

For I by whom enroll'd they are,

Second to none but Heaven in that great care,

Which if thy verse, and thee I always had,

Will look such large allowance for them shall be made,
That all the damage which thou didst sustain,

Shall not compare with thy immortal gain.

VIII.

Witness thy votive table, which I here accept
Within my archives a fair room to have,

(Worthy for th' hand that did it to be kept)

And thy mean name from dark oblivion save,

Till to another temple, that's above,

Keserv'd for those, who sacred numbers prove,

And there at last conclude their love,

Thy soul's bright image I hereafter shall remove,
Where several whom thou here dost know

(Ambitions at their very shrines to bow)

Leaving their wanton lays behind,

Like thee. and from all base alloy refin'd,

More to resemble the eternal mind ;

With several who were never here,

So God-like all their measures were,

(As Jesse's son, whose harp thou erst did bear)

In glory with the first great Maker shine,

And have for mortal bays a ray divine.

IX.

But first, my Sylvius, thou again to sea must go,

And many towns, and men, and countries knotr.
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In the * new world of Christian poesie,

Part of which long since was design'd to be

The happy fruits of thy discoveric
;

\Vherenone of all thy nation has been yet,

The way so dangerous, and the task so great.

Nor doubt but it shall recompence thy cost ;

And wete it more, that age, they cry, th' ast lost,

When to serve me, thou didst the f Bar forsake

And for th' long robe, the ivy garland take,

As that which would thy name immortal make.

For I have honours to bestow,
And regal treasures, though I rarely show

The happy country where they grow.
And though some wretch the plague endure

Of miserable poverty,

The fault's his own, and not in me ;

Not that he is my votary,

But under thai disguise an enemy :

Not I, but they alone who count me so, arc poor.

X.

Try me, this once, and once more tempt the main ;

Thou shalt not unattended go :

For when thou next put'st out to sea again,

I'll be thy pilot, and the passage show.

Nay wonder not, for 'tis no more

Than what I several times have done before,

"When I my Tasso through those straights did guide,

And made my Bartas o'er the surges ride ;

Those mighty admirals which did extend

Their country-bounds beyond the world's wide end:

Twas I conducted them those lands to find,

Where each did plant their nations colonies ;

Both spreading less their sails than victories.

And there are yet more lands for thee behind;

And all the way, like them, thou shalt rehearse

The birth of things, how they from nothing rose,

By that Almighty word which shall inspire thy verse,

And help thee all its wonders to disclose.

No storm upon thy mast shall rest,

Or any gales but vernal blow ;

The sea jtself, to my great service prest,

In plains of liquid glass shall lye below,
And its obedience to ray rule in dancing billows only show.

* To write of the creation, never attempted by any Englishman, except

version.

f The study of the law.
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And wlien thou home return'd shall be,
AiH of thy native earth once more take hold,

Myself thy bark will consecrated see
;

And for this new world thus found out by thee,
Slake it a heavenly sign, near that which sav'd the old.

NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

(March April.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

A T length we have the satisfaction of knowing, that, instead of the-* French having driven the English into the sea, as the Moniteur

vauntingly threatened should be the issue of the contest, the English ha\e

completely driven the French out of Portugal ! Excepting spies and"

prisoners, not a Frenchman now remains in that country.

Massena's retreat from Santarem, and Lord Wellington's consequent

pursuit, were announced at page 249. Most warmly was the enemy
chased; severely was he harrassed in his retreat; and whenever he en-

deavoured to make a stand, he was defeated with great loss. The last

action, which took place on the 3d of april, near Subugal, is mentioned by
Lord Wellington, as one of the most glorious in which British troops were
ever engaged.

The conclusion of Lord Wellington's letter, dated March 14, was an

admirable answer to those luke-wacm patriots, who endeavoured to damp
the public joy at the then recent successes of that great officer, and of

General Graham; and still pretended to think, that both the Portuguese
and Spanish cause should be abandoned by our government.

This is the mode, says Lord Wellington, in which the promises have been

performed, and the assurances have been fulfilled, which were held out in

the proclamation of the French commander-in-chief: in which he told the

inhabitants of Portugal, that he was not come to make war upon them, but

with a powerful army of one hundred and ten thousand men, to drive the

English into the sea. It is to be hoped that the example of what has

occurred in this country will teach the people of this and of other nations

what value they ought to place on such promises and assurances, and that

there is no security for life, or for any thing which renders life valuable,

excepting in decided resistance to the enemy.

Massena, in his retreat, or rather flight, inflicted every where the most

wanton and horrid barbarities ; burning the towns and villages through

which he passed, as if the pursuing army could diet on their walls and

beams. Sucli was the conduct of that general, whose master complained

through the usual organ of his slanders, the Jfonitevr, that Lord Welling-

ton, in his retreat, drove the cattle, and burned the granaries.
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The crilelies of the French are degrading to human nature. It is known

that they burned the peasants, men and women, alive, and drew out their

sinews to make them confess where money or provisions were concealed.

An order was issued by Massena to burn every village, when his rear-

guard quitted it, and the order was unfortunately but too punctually

executed. From Pombal to Louzao, our army hardly passed a town, village,

or farm-house, which was not in flames. All the animals they left on the

road had their back sinews divided. A copy of the general order for burn-

ing all the towns through which the French retreat, has fallen into our

hands, and in it Coimbra is designated for destruction. That fine city

was happily saved by the rigour with which Lord Wellington pursued the

enemy. Massena, though a wretch, a ruffian, and a demon, is a clever

general, for his retreat has been most ably conducted ; but, while we allow

this, we must not lose sight of the equal, if not superior skill displayed by
Lord Wellington when he fell back upon the lines of Torres Vedras.

Europe and posterity ought to be made acquainted with the atrocious

conduct of a degenerate race, who, like volcanoes, seemed desirous of

reducing every thing to primitive chaos. Some disaffected Portuguese,

who remained in the country in order to serve the French, contributed most

to the ruin of their fellow-citizens. However, the towns on the banks of

the Tagus, such as Santnrem, Thornar, &c. are already reinhabited and

provided; the shops have been opened, and markets for wheat, maize, &c.

have been established. The central districts, such as Leiria, which could

not be so easily supplied by water, are more behind hand in their organiza-

tion and provisionmeiit ;
but the active measures which our government

has adopted, the laborious disposition of the Portuguese, the zeal of the

clergy, of the medical men, and of all the public functionaries, which ought
to be doubled in times of public calamity, excite the most flattering hopes,

that the wounds of the country will quickly be healed.

Parliament has voted the sum of 100,0001. to be applied for the relief of

the suffering Portuguese; and large subscriptions are raising in the me-

tropolis, for the sume laudable and benevolent purpose.

General Graham in his letter, dated Isle de Leon, 6th and 10th of

March, gave a most modest and admirable account of his glorious victory

at Barrosa, or as the French are pleased to style it, the battle of Chiclana.

Its name, however, is of no consequence, while the engagement itself is an

occurrence so distinguished in the bright annals of British valour. The

French account is equally false and absurd. We are therein stated to have

been defeated and driven into the Island of Leon $ or, in other words

driven thioit^h the French army which we attacked. No mention is made

of the French generals killed, wounded, and taken prisoners by us: but

seven hundred and sixty men of the allied army are said to have been cap-

tured, while General Graham's despatch informs us, that none of the English

were mining.

It is reported, that the oppressive measures of Buonaparte have at last

producod a serious revolt in Holland and Flanders. When the accounts

left the Dutch coast, all communication between Holland and \Yalcherea
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was said to have been cut off for three
d-.iys ; and it was inferred by the

people at the latter place, that the inhabitants h-.iu overpowered the mili-

tary. The Amsterdam post had been stopped in consequence of an in-

surrection in that city and at Dort. It is also stated, that fhe populace l...d

risen upon the garrison of Rotterdam, and had taken possession of the

batteries and ports, and that the French troops had been disarmed there

and at other places. It is said tlnit these insurrectionary movements

have b->en the cause of the recall of the French guards and other troops
from Spain.

French troops are assembling on the shores of the Baltic, for the pur-

pose of forming a cordon, to resist any debarkation that may be attempted
from a British fleet.

A French national schooner, with despatches from Buonaparte, was
taken nt the Isle of France, on the 6th of January. The moment she ap-

peared in sight, the French colours were hoisted on the forts, by which sLe

was decoyed in, instantly taken possession of by the boats of our ships, and

her despatches secured. Among other transactions to which they related,

General Decaen was informed, that his gracious muster had been pleased
to supersede him in the command of his valuable possession of the Isle of

France
j

that the Artemise, Xereide, and Ilortense frigates, would leave

France a fortnight after the schooner, with reinforcements for the inland ;

and that Captain Duperl, of the Bellone, had been appointed a member of

the legion of honour, for his action with the Portuguese frigate Minerve.

The draughtsmen of Plymouth-yard are said to be, in consequence of

orders to that effect, engaged in preparing drawings for the inspection of

the navy-board, of a first rate ship of four decks, with a circular stem,
round which guns will he planted. This vessel will, of course carry an

immense number of guns, and will be the largest ever built. The Creole,

of 14, and the Jupiter, of 50 guns, are to be built on the slips vacant at

Plymouth forth.vith.

THE BRITISH XAVY.

There are at present in commission, 159 *hips of the line, 20 from 50 to

41 guns, 108 frigates, 153 sloops of war, 5 lire-ships, 17-1 armed bngs,

37 cutters, 76 schooners and luggers, making altogether 792 ships of war;
besides which there are building, repairing, and in ordinary, as many as

make the grand total 1005, of \\hicli 2ou arc of the line.

en

Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZETTE.

ADMIRALTY-OFIICE, J1AKCII 9, 1G11.

I DMIRAL SIR ROGER CUKT1S has transmitted to John Wilson

IL Croker, Esq. a letter, which he had received from Captain Luring,

aa*. Cfjron. Hoi. XXV. 2 x
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of H.M.?. Niobe, giving an account of his having, on the 4th instant, cap-
tured Ic Lonp Marin, French lugger privateer, of sixteen guns, and sixty-
four men; she had sailed the same day from La Hogue, without making
a:iy capture.

Captain Hancock, of II.M.S. the Xymphen, has transmitted to John
Wilson Croker, Esq. a copy of a letter lie had addressed to Vice-admiral
Sir Edward Pellew, reporting the capture, on the 3d instant, of the Vigilant
French lugger privateer, of fourteen guns and fifty men, out OIM day from

Dunkirk, without making any capture.
And also a letter from Captain God by, of the Prospero sloop, reporting

the destruction of 3 Danish cutter privateer, of two guns and tweuty-five

men, on the 17th of last month, off Christian-sand.

MARCH 12.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton has transmitted to John Wilson Croker,

Esq. a letter from Captain Brisbane, of II.M.S. the Belle Foule, giving an
account of his having, on the llth of December last, captured la Carlotta,
Italian brig of war, f ten guns and one hundred men, bound from Venice
to the island of Corfu.

MARCH 16.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Farqu/uir, of H. M.S. the Dcsirec, adihcsscd

tti Vice-admiral. Sir Edward Pcltetc, and transmitted by the latter to John

Wilson Croker
} Esq. ,

H.M.S. Dcsiree, off the Tc.r<7,

SIR, . March 10, Ibll.

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that at two o'clock this morning, in

H.M.S. under rny command, we recaptured a Danish burk, laden with tim-

ber, bound to Sheerness.

And at seven, A.M. we captured, after a. chase of an hour, the French
cutter privateer Vclocifere, of fourteen guns and fifty-seven men, com-
manded by Jaquts Louis Le Due; she is a fine new vessel, on her first

cruise from Dunkirk, which she left on the 4th instant, and had only cap-
tured the Danish bark above-mentioned.

I have the honour to be, &c.
x ARTHUR FARQUHAR.

Vice-admiral Sir Edxard Fellew, Earl. $c.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

ADMtRALTY-^rilCE, MARCH 25.

Captain Carrol arrived at this Office last night with despatches from
Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, K. B. rear-admiral 1 of the red, addressed to

John Wil&oii Croker, Esq. of which the following are copies.

SIR, Mi/ford, Cadiz'Bay, March 7.

I have the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, copies of my despatches to Admiral Sir Charles

Cotton, Bart, of the 20th and 2othof February, and 7th of March.
I have the honour to be, ccc.

R. G. KEATS.



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE 1'RESENT YEAR, 1811. 329

SIR, Milford, Buy of Cadiz, February 20.

An Expedition having been determined upon by the Spanish Government,
to which Lieutenant General Graham has consented to jive his personal
assistance, together with that of a considerable portion of ihe troops under
his command, I have felt it my duty, after fully stating in council the un-

certainty and risk to which at this season of the year all measures connec-
ted with mival operations on the coast are subject, to lend the expedition
all the aid and assistance in my power, and a body of troops, exceeding
3000, including cavalry, various military stores and provisions, are at pre-
sent embarked, either in his Majesty's ships named in the margin*, in such

transports as I could avail myself of, or in Spanish men of war and small

transports of our ally : and the whole, together with a numerous fleet of

Spanish transports, in which a body of 7000 troops of that nation are em-

barked, are waiting in this Bay a favourable opportunity to proceed into

the Straits, with a view to force a landing between Cape Trafalgar and

Cape de Plata at Tariffa, or at Algesiras in failure of the two former pla-
ces. General La Pena is the comtnander-in-chie/ of this expedition, and
As the object is to unite the Spanish forces at St. Richc with the troops
sent from hence, with a view to make a combined attack on the rear of the

enemy's line before Cadiz; at the same time some demonstrations, and an

attempt to open a communication with our troops, are to be made from

this quarter, which is thought to require my particular attention; I have

therefore placed the execution of the British naval part of the expedition
linder the able command of Captain Brace of the St. Alban's.

I have the honour to be, &c.
It. G. KEATS.

SIR, Milford, Pay ofCadiz, February 28.

I have the honour, in further reference to my letter No. 50, of the 20th

instant, to in form you that it being determined to let the troops of the ex-

pedition proceed by the earliest opportunity, and it being conceive I, from
the appearance of the weather, that the Spanish part would be ab'e to get
out on the afternoon and night of the 21st, the British naval j.ar:,

under

Captain Brace, put to sea accordingly, and with the exception of one trans-

port, got into the Straits; but' it being impracticable to make a landing
either in the vicinity of Cape Trafalgar or TaritTa, Captain Brace proceeded
to Algesiras, where General Graham and the troops were landed and
marched to Tariffa, to which place (the roads being impracticable for car-

riages), the artillery, provisions, stores, &c. owing, as the General is pleased
to express, to the extraordinary exertions of the navy, were conveyed in

boats, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of winds and weather. The

Spanish part of the expedition, though it twice attempted to get out, was

driven back to this bay; and it was the 27th before it was enabled to reach

Tariffa.

I have the honour to be, &c.
E,. G. KEATS.

Admiral Sir C. Cotton, Burt.

siu, Milford, Bay of Cadiz, March 7.

I have the honour to inform you, that the combined English and Spanish

army, under their respective commanders, General La Peua and Lieutenant"

General Graham, moved from Tariffa on the 23th ult. towards Barbate, at-

tended by such naval means as circumstances of weather would permit.

* Saint 'Alban's, Druid, Comus, Saline, Tuscan, Ephira, Steady and Rebuff.
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Preparations were made by me and our ally, and acted upon, to menace the

Trocadero and other points, in order as the army advanced to favour it

operations; and arrangements were made fur a landing, and real or feigned
nttacks as circumstances might determine; and to this end the regiment ot

Toledo was embarked on board his Majesty's ships in the Bay. On the l^t

instant Genera! Zayas pushed across the Santi Petri, near the coast, a

strong body of Spanish troops, threw a bridge across the river, and formed
si tete-du pont. This post was attacked on the nights of the 3d and 4tli

with vigour by the enemy, and though he was eventually repulsed, the los*

was very considerable qn the part of our ally on the 3d. As the weather,
from the earliest preparation for the expedition, had been such as to pre-
vent the possibility of landing on the coast or bay, even without great risk,

and with no prospect of being able to re embark, -hould such a measure be-

come necessary ; the apprehension of having a force, which, with sucli

prospects, I could scarcely expect actively to employ, when its services

might be positively useful elsewhere, in defending the tcte-du-pont, or in

openings communication with the army from the Isla de Leon, induced me
to state my sciuiments on the subject, and the regiment of Toledo was in

consequence disembarked. The sea on the coast having considerably im-

peded our communications, we were still uncertain whether the advance ot

the army would be by Medina or Conil, and of its precise situation, until

the 5th, when at eleven A. M. I was informed by telegraph from the Isl

de Leon, that it was seen advancing from the southward near the coast.

But though the Implacable and Standard weighed, the pilots refused to

take them to their appointed stations, and in the opinion of the best infor-

med, the weather was of too threatening a cast to venture a landing, and

which as the army was engaged by noon, according to the telegraph, would
not have favoured its operations. Under such circumstances our measures

we.re necessarily confined to feints, whilst the British troops, led by their

gallant and able commander, forgetting on the sight of the enemy their

own fatigue and privation, and regardless of advantage in the numbers and
situation of the enemy, gained by its determined valour (though not without

Considerable loss) a victory uneclipsed by any of the brave atchievements of

the British armies.

I have the honour to be, &c.
R. G. KEATS.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Barf. SfC.

SIR, His Majesty's Ship Mijford, Bay of Cadis, March 7, 1811.

I have the honour to inform you, that the wind having come oil" the landf

and the ea much&bated, two landings were effected, by way of diversion,

yesterday morn:. . n Rota and Catalina, and between that and Santa

JMaria
v

s, with the Royal Marines commanded by Captain English of the

Implacable. 200 seamen of the squadron, and 80 of the Spanish marine,
one division of which was under the direction of Captain Sprar.ger of the

\Varrior, the other under Captain Kittoe of this ship; at the same time Ca-
talina eras bombarded by the Hound and Thunder bombs, and that fort and

the batteries on the east sides of the bay were kept in cluck with much spi-

rit by the gun anrt mortar boais, under the respective commands of Cap-
tains Hall and T'cll-jwes. One redoubt of four guns, near Santa Maria's,
v;i- .-tunned by the marines of this ship, led by Captain Fottrell ; a second,
to the south of the Cuadaletc, was taken by Captain J-'ol lores' s division of

the flotilla; and the guns of all the sea defences, together with die small

fort of Pnntiiia, from liota (which the enemy evacuated) to Santa Maria's,

with the exception of Catalina, were spiked, and the works dismantled.

also inaiic lu attack tlit tcte-du-pont, and other dfuct 3
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bf the bridge of Santa Maria's, but a strong corps of the enemy, consisting
of 2000 cavalry and infantry, rapidly advancing on the road from Pore

Heal, aware that our troops had crossed the Santi Petri into the Jsla de Le-

on, and that the purposes of a diversion had been answered, I ordered the
seamen and marines to re-embark, and the boats (which got on board with

difficulty) had not put oft' many minutes before the enemy arrived on the spot.
The enemy had one othctr and several soldiers killed and wounded, and an
officer and 30 prisoners were taken in the redoubt that was stormed, die
rest making their escape. Lieutenant W. F. Carrol, uln^e conduct on all

occasions has been conspicuous, having had his gun-boat sunk befur- Ca ta-

li n a, and thereby sustained a considerable loss. I have given him .->ix weeks
leave of absence, and with it duplicates of my despatches. I enclose a list

of killed and wounded, and I have the honour to be, &c.
R. G. KEATS.

To Admiral Sir C. Cotton, Bart. &,c.

A Return of the Killed find Wounded in an Attack on Santa Maria t, 6th

MarJi, 1811.

MiJford. Samuel Allen, seaman killed ; William Spillar, marine, ditto;
John Bayly, lieutenant of marines, wounded; William Xash, Serjeant of

marines, dangerously wounded (since dead); James Darby, private

marine, mortally wounded (since dead); Joseph Peters, private marine,

wounded; James Gill, private marine, ditto; William Billings, private

marine, ditto.

Alfirtl. John Ingleby, corporal of marines, wounded.

St. Alliaas. John Johnson, seaman killed ;
Peter Dass, seaman, wound-

ed
; William Baldwin, seaman, ditto.

San Juan. John Cato, seaman wounded.

Hound. John Allen, ordinary seaman, wounded ; William M'Donald,
>ble seaman, ditto.

Diadem Transport. George Garbutt, seaman, wounded.

Total. 3 killed, 13 wounded.
R. G. KEATS.

MARCH 30.

Copy of a Letter from the Honourable George Cranfield Berkeley, Admiral

of the B/ue, cVc. to John \\~ilson Croher, Esq. dated at Lisbon, the 8th of

March, 1311.

SIR,

I have great pleasure in informing their lordships of the evacuation of the

strong post which the enemy possessed at Santarem, and that our army ;ire

now advancing in pursuit. Lieutenant Claxton, of the Barfleur, who com-

mands the gun-boats, in co-operation with the division of the army under

Marshal Sir William Bercsrbnl, on the south side of the Tagus, yesterday,

informed me, that on the evening of the 5th instant, in reconnoitring under

Santarem, he perceived the enemy departing; and immediately crossed,

with the officer of the British piquet, and gave the intelligence to Lord

Wellington. He then went to Santarem, where he found the enemy had

left three rough built boats or pontoons two rafts and twelve or fourteen

of their heavy cannon, the carriages of which had been burnt. The army

i now moving on, and the boats are ordered to follow them up the fagiia,

the, navigation of which is now cleared up to Abrautes.
I am txc.

G. BLUivELMY.
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Copy ofa Letterfrom Captain Macnamara, nfH.M.S. Berwick, addressed fft

Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart, transmitted by the latter to John Wilson

Croker. Esq.

H.M.S. Berwick, off Cherbourg,

SIB, March 25, 1811.

Having sailed from St. Helen's, in H.M.S. under my command, in the

afternoon of the 23d instant, 1 stood over to the French coast under easy
sail all night; at day-light the next morning, Barfieur light bearing S. E.

distant about twelve or thirteen miles, I observed a large sail S. by E.

running along the shore. I immediately gave chase, and obliged her to

haul in for a small rocky bay, about one mile to the westward of Rarfleur

light-house, where she anchored with the loss of her rudder; at eight, the*

lee tide making strong, I was under the necessity, to avoid the rocks and
shoals which surrounded us, to anchor H.M.S. about two miles to the north-

ward of the enemy, which proved :; frigate of the largest class. I had pre-
vionslv called in the Amelia frigate, the Goshawk, and Hawk sloops, an<i

ordered them to anchor, thinking an attack by boats practicable when the

weather tide should make.
At noon the Niobejoined from the eastward; the flood making at four

P.M. the squadron weighed, and having relinquished the plan of attack by
boats, on account of the rapidity of the tides, I ordered the Niobe, by ig

nal, to lead as close to the enemy as the safety of the ships would admit,
which was performed with great judgment, the Amelia and Berwick follow-

ing in successipn.

Surrounded by rocks and shoals our fire could only be partial in the act

of wearing; at six P.M. I hauled off, and on standing in this morning with

the intention of renewing the attack with effect, the enemy set fire to the

frigate, and I had the satisfaction of seeing her burn to the water's edge.

The Berwick has one man killed, none wounded
;

the Amelia, one man
killed and one wounded : standing and running rigging much cut.

I am, Sir, &c.
J. MACNAMARA.

Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. Admiral of the Red,
SC. Portsmouth.

3;

Admiral Lord Gambier has transmitted to John Wihon Croker, Esq. a

^letter from Mr. Hallands, master of the Fancy hired armed cutter, giving an

account of his having, on the 24th of last month, captured the Getrowed
I3atavian government schooner, pierced for fourteen guns, but only two

mounted, bound from Batavia to Holland with despatches.
And also a letter from Captain Parker, of H.M.S. Amazon, reporting the

capture, on the 23d ultimo, of le Cupidon French privateer brig, of fourteen

tjuns and eighty two men, out two days from Bayomie.

APRIL 9.

Copy ofa Letter from Vice-admiral Sir James Saumurez, Bart. andK.B. <&
to John Wilson Croker, Esq, dateil in London, the 8th instant.

sin,

I have the highest satisfaction in transmitting to you, for the information,

of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a letter I have this morning
received from Captain Maurice, governor of Anholt, acquainting me of an

attack havh.<i hi m n.ade on that island by a formidable military force, sup-

ported by eighteen heavy gun-boats and other armed vessels, on the
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ultimo; which was defeated in the most gallant manner by governor Mau-
rice and the brave garrison under his orders, with ihe loss, to the

enemy, of their commander and three other officers killed, and sixteen
olHccrs and upwards of five hundred rank and tile taken prisoners.

I cannot too strdngly express to their lordships my high admiration of
the very gallant conduct of Governor Maurice, and Major Torrcns, senior
officer of the royal marines, and the other officers and men composing the
brave garrison, and my satisfaction that this brilliant service has been per-
formed with so little loss on our part..

I have also great pleasure in transmitting a letter from Captain Baker,
of the Tartar, giving an account of the operations of that ship aiK! his

Majesty's sloop Sheldrake, in support of Captair. Maurice, and in pursuit of
the retreating iiotilla of the enemy. Their lordships will, I doubt not, also

appreciate the good conduct of Captain Stewart in attacking and defeating
so superior a force as that opposed to him, each of the gun-boats carrying
heavy metal, and being manned with sixty orscventy men.

Lieutenant B;tker, who has brought the despatches, bore, as their lord-

ships will observe, a distinguished part in this gallant affair, and is strongly
recommended to their favourable attention.

I have, &c.
JAMES SAUMAREZ.

Fort Yorke, Island of Anholt,
srn, VJlh March, 1811.

I reported to you in my letter of the 10th ultimo, my having received

information of an intended attack on this island by the Danes. On tlie

bth instant, I received corroboration of this intelligence, but as every ex-

ertion had been made to complete the works as well as our materials

would ailow, and as picqoets were nightly stationed from one extreme of

the island to the other, in order to prevent surprise, I awaited with con-

fidence the meditated attack.

Yesterday II. M. S. Tartar anchored on the north side of the island.

The enemy's flotilla and army, consisting in all of nearly four thousand

men, have this day, after a close combat of four hours and a half, received

a most complete and decisive defeat, and are fled back to their ports, with

the loss of three pieces of cannon, and upwards of rive hundred prisoners : a

number greater by one hundred and fifty men than the garrison I com-

mand.
I anl now to detail the proceedings of the day. In the morning, just

before dawn, the out-picquets on the south side of the island made the

signal for the enemy's being in sight. The garrison was immediately put
under arms, and I lost not a moment in proceeding with the brigade of

howitzers, and two hundred infantry, accompanied by Captain Torrens (who
had hitherto acted as major-commandant to the battalion), in order to

oppose their landing. On ascending an elevation, for the purpose of re-

connoitrins, I discovered the landing had already been effected, under the

over of darkness and a fog, and that the enemy were advancing rapidly,
and in great numbers.

On both wings the enemy now far outflanked us, aud I saw that if we
continued to advance, they would get between us and our works; I in-

stantly ordered a retreat, which was effected in good order, and without

loss, although the enemy were within pistol-shot of our rear, and seemed

determine.! to enter our batteries by storm: but Fort Yorke and M --.i-

reene batteries opened such a well-directed fire of grape and mu kctry,

that the assailants were obliged to fall back and shelter themselves undnr

the sand-hills. As the day lightened, we perceived that the enemy's
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flotilla, consisting of eighteen gun-boats, had taken up a position on the

south side ol the island at point-blank shot. 1 ordered the signal to be

made to tin-Tartar and Sheldrake, that the enemy had landed, upon which

these vessels immediately weighed, and under a heavy press of sail, usetl

cvcrv c nder.vour to beat up the south side, but the extent ol' shoals threw

them out so many miles, that it was some hours before their intention

could be accomplished. The pin-boats now opened a very heavy fire on

our works, while a column of about six hundred men crossed the island to

the westward and took up a position on the northern shore, covered by
hillocks of sand, by breaks and inequality of ground. Another column

made many attempts to carry the Massareene battery by storm, but were

as often repulsed, and compelled to cover themselves under hillocks ot

Sand, which on this island are thrown up by every gale.

The column on the south side had now succeeded in bringing up a field-

piece against us, and Captain Iloltoway, who hud commanded at the ad-

vanced post, joined us by water. I had been under great apprehensions
that this othccr had fallen into the hands of the enemy ; but finding after

several gallant attenipis, that he was cut oiF from reaching head-quarters

by land, he with the coolest judgment, launched a boat, and landed hi*

party under Fort Yorke amidst the acclamations of the garrison. Im-

mediately afterwards Lieutenant II. L. I'.aker, who, with Lieutenant Turn-

bull of the royal marines, and some brave volunteers, had, in the Anholt

schooner, gone on the daring enterprise of destroying the enemy's flotilla

in his ports, bore down along the north side of the island. Tilings were in

this position when the column on the northern shore, which, divided by
the sand hills, had approached within fifty paces of our lines, made another

desperate effort to carry the Massareene battery by storm
; the

column to the south-east also pushed on, and the reserve appeared on the

hills ready to support them : but while t !)'.. commanding officer was leading
on his men witli great gallantry, a musket-bail put a period to his life.

Panic-struck by the loss of th ir chief, the enemy again fell back, and
sheltered themselves behind the sand-hills. At this critical moment Lieu-

tenant Baker, with great skill and gallantry, anchored his vessel on their

flank, and opened a well-directed (ire. The sand-hills being no longer
a protection, and finding it impossible either to advance or retreat, the

assailants hung out a (Ing of truce, and offered to surrender upon terms; but
I would listen to noiiing but an unconditional surrender, which after some
deliberation was complied with.

In the mean lime the gun-boats on the south side, which had been much

galled by the fire of Tort Yorkc and Ma&sareerte battery, got under wciji,
and stood to the westward, and the column of the cm. my, which had ad-

vanced on the south sine, fin, ting their r. treat no longer covered by the

flotilla, also hung out a i'.ag i;f tr;:cr, ::n:i I sent out an officer to meet it
x
.

I was asked to surrender
;
the reply that I returned it is unnecessary to

mention. The enemy finding my determination, sought permission iu

embark without molestation
;
but I would listen to iv i.:,n^ but an uncon-

ditional submission, and I have the pleasure to inform you, that th*

corps also laid down their arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners of

war,
The prisoners, which were now more numerous than my small garrison,

ve-re no sooner secured, than operations weie comtacuced against the

re, which had been seen retreating to the westward of the island.

I took the field with M;'jor Torrcns (who, though woundc;!, insisted on

Rccompanyir.g me), : ant and Adjutant Mteele; but, as our pri-
soners were so numerous, ;m! as we had no place of security in which tu

place them, 1 could only employ, on this occasion, the brands of howitzer*
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lander Lieutenants R. C. Stccle and Bezant, of the raynl marine artillery,
and part of the light company commanded by Lieutenant Turnbull. When
tve arrived at the west end of the island, we found that the enemy had
formed on the beach, and were protected by fourteen nuu-boats, towed
close to the shore; to attack such a force, with four howitzers and forty
men, seemed a useless sacrifice of brave men's lives; I therefore with the
advice of Major Torrens, halted on the hills, while I reluctantly -saw the
reserve embarked, under cover of the gun-boats, and the flotilla take a filial

leave of the island.

I am happy to say our loss has not been so considerable as might have
been expected, from so desperate an attack, we having only two killed and

thirty wounded. The enemy have suffered severely ; we have buried be-
tween thirty anil forty of their dead, and have received in the hospital

twenty-three of their wounded, most of them have undergone amputations,
- three since dead of their wounds, besides a great number which they carried
off the field to their boats. Major Meisteat the commandant fell in the

field; Captain Borgan, the next in command, wounded in the arm; Captain
Prutz, adjutant-general to the commander of the forces in Jutland, lost

both his legs; since dead.

The most
pleasing part of my duty is to bear testimony .

((jp
the zeal,

energy, and intrepidity of the officers and men 1 had the honour to com-
mand ; to particularize would be impossible ;

the same ardour inspired the

whole. To Lieutenant Baker, next in command, who will have the honour
of delivering this despatch, and will give you every information you may
require, I am much indebted

;
his merit and zeal as an officer, which I have

some years been acquainted with, and his volunteering with me on this

service, claim my warmest esteem. Captain Torrens, the senior officer of

royal marines, and who acted as commandant of the garrison, bore a con-

spicuous part on this day, and, although wounded, I did not lose his valua-

ble service and able support. The discipline and state of perfection to

which he had brought the battalion is highly creditable to him as an otticer.

Lieutenant R. C. Steele, senior officer of royal marine artillery, also claims

ray warmest acknowledgements for the arrangements he made, which

enabled us to keep up so heavy and destructive a fire. Captain Steele,

Lieutenant and Quarter-master Fischer, senior subaltern, Lieutenant and

Adjutant Steele, Lieutenants Stewart, Gray, Ford, Jellico, Atkinson, and

Curtayne, all merit my warmest ackrt iwlcdgements for the assistance they
afforded me. Lieutenant Bezant, of the royal marine artillery, deserves

every commendation I can give him for his cool and able judgment in the

direction of the guns on the Massarecne battery. Lieutenant Turnbull,

who acted as a captain of the light company, when we pursued the reserve,

manifested such zeal and energy, that 1 have no doubt, had we brought
the enemy again to action, he would have borne a very conspicuous part.

I cannot sufficiently express my thanks to Captains Baker and Stewart,

of the Tartar and Sheldrake, for their great exertions to get round to the

Uotilla; and had the wiud tho least favoured them, they would have de-

stroyed the whole.

I am happy tc- add tbat the property belonging to the merchants has

been fully protected without meeting with the least loss.

The expedition sailed from the Randcrs, commanded by Major Mei-

steat (an omcer of great distinction), and consisted of the following corps
2d battalion of Jutland sharp shooters.

4th battalion, 3d regiment of Jutland Yagers.
1st regiment Jutland infantry.
With some others, the names of which cannot be ascertained.

1 have the honour to enclose the article of surrender, a rwturn of killed

49ab. &a>n. Ool. XXV. 2 x
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and wonnded, and :i list of Danish officers killed and taken. Also a return

of ordnance stores taken.

I liave the honour to be, &c.

J. VV. MAURICE, Commandant.
To Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez,

Bart. K.B. 4'C.

The commanding officer of the troops of his Danish majesty, occupied
in the attack of Anholt, agrees to surrender prisoner of war at discretion,

with all the troops, to the forces of his Britannic majesty ;
with the reserves

that their personal property shall be retained by them, and that, at the

convenience of the commander of the island of Anholt, a cartel, with un-

sealed letters shall be sent to Jutland.

Given at Anholt, the 27th. of March, 181 1.

BORGEN,
Captain and Commander-in-chief

J. W. Maurice, Captain Royal Nari/, of the Danish Troops ou Anholt.

Governor and Commandant of the

Island of Anholt.

'

A Jfeturn of Killed and Wounded at the Garrison of Anholt,
March 27, 1811.

Killed.

Guestn. Brachio, serjeant; Anthony Lock, private.

Wounded.

Robert Torrcns, commandant, slightly ; John Easby, corporaf, severely ;

Benjamin Addison, corporal, ditto ; Jordan Derby, serjeant-major, slightly;
Cornelius Coiven, serjeant, ditto; William Baker, corporal, ditto

; Patrick

Boyle, corporal, ditto ; John Halstead, drummer, ditto; William Shnlks

private, severely; John Clark, private, ditto; Thomas Hotiinson, private,
tliito ; Daniel Murphy, private, ditto; Joseph Batchelor, private, dirto;
John Taylor, private, ditto; John Hammond, private, ditto; John Ilill-

rnaii. private, ditto; Francis Wright, private, ditto ; William Fitt, private,

slightly; Charles Petty, private, ditto; Abraham Stainsbury, private, ditto;

Sa::mel Chapman, private, ditto; James Yentes, private, ditto; James

Cowly, private, ditto ; Thomas Lloyd, private, ditto ;
William Arrowsmith,

.private, ditto; Thomas Mahony, private, ditto.

Royal Marine Artillery.

Sampson Weeks, corporal, slightly ; Joseph Lewis, gunner, dangerously;
John Parker, gui.ner, slightly ; Isaac Duck, gunner, ditto.

Total killed and woumled 32.

J. W. MAURICE.

An Account of Danish Officcrt killed <ind taken in the Attack of the 27/A
Marcft, 1811.

Major Melstcat, commander, killed ; Captain Borcon, taken
; Captain

Major, ditto; Captain Kiag, ditto; Captain Rotlmilh, ditto; Captain
Iloest. ditto ; Captain Prutz, killed ; Premier Lieutenant Von Munck,
adjutant, taken; Lieutenant Klee, ditto; Lieutenant Diedrick, ditto-;

J if urrnant Count \"an Plater> aHjufant, ditto; Lieutenant Hielmann, ditto;
Lieutrn int Ilaeeivann, ditto ; FJeutenant Boye, ditto; Lieutenant Claussen,

ditto; Li< ntenant Limhep-, ditto; Lieutenant Muller, ditto; Lieutenant

Qhci, kiiledj Lieutenant I r-th. taken ; Captain Iloistein, (marine) killed.

Killed 1 major, 2 captains, I first livuteitant.
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Taken 5 captains, 2 adjutants, 9 lieutenants, 504 rank and file, exclusive
f wounded belonging to the undermentioned corps :

2d battalion of Jutland sharp-shooters.
4tli battalion, 2d regiment Jutland Yagers.
4th battalion, 1st regiment Jutland infantry.

J. W. MAURICE.
Return of Ordnance Stores captured from the Enemy in the Attack of the

27 tk of Match, 1811.

I brass ordnance field-carriage four-pounder.
JJ four-inch mortars.

484 muskets and bayonets complete.
470 swords.

16,000 musket-ball cartridges.
14 four-iuch shells fixed.

R. C. STEELE, First- lieutenant and

Commanding Officer Royal Marine Artillery.

His Majesty's Ship Tartar, off Anholt,
SIR, JlfarfASl, 1811.

I have the honour to acquaint you that the Wrangler and Safeguard not

being ready, I proceeded with the Sheldrake, according to your orders, from
Yarmouth Roads, on the 20th instant, and anchored off the north side of
Anholt on the 26th. On communicating with Captain . Maurice, 1 was

happy to learn from him that the garrison were in high health and spirits,
and fully prepared to expel any attack which the enemy mi^ht meditate

against them; and an opportunity very speedily occurred to prove the just
foundation on which he reposed his confidence in them

; for, at d;iwn of

day oa tlie following morning we observed a heavy firing commence from
the batteries round the light-houses, which made it certain that the island

was attacked on the south side. I immediately weighed, as also the Shel-

drake, and as soon as it was sufficiently light, a telegraphic signal was made
from the island, that tiie enemy had landed, and that the gun-boats kept
up a heavy fire. The wind being from the westward, I had the mortifying
alternative to run ten or eleven miles to leeward to get round the reef

extending from the east end of the island, or beat up a still greater distance

to weather that branching out from its north west point. But, considering
that the knowledge of the frigate being near to the island (of which they
were hitherto ignorant) would make a considerable impression on the

enemy, I resolved oa going to leeward, round the shoal of the Knobens, as

bringing me sooner in tin ir sight, at the same time I made a signal to the

Sheldrake to keep on the north side of the island, Captain Maurice having

signified, by telejjrajih, that she would be serviceable there.

As we rounded tiie ret-f, the noble and incessant fire kept up from the

English batteries, left no doubt, in my mind, as to ttie result of the affair;

and, about ten o'clock, I had the .satisfaction to observe a signal made trom

the light-house, that the enemy's troops, to the number of five or six

hundred, had surrendered ;t discretion.

As 1 had expected, their flotilla made off the instant, the Tartar came
in sight, and the wiwl being light during the fore part of (lie day, they were

enabled to sweep directly to windward ; and, as their small draught of

water allowed them to go within the western reefs of the island, while we
were obliged to beat round it, they were nearly out of sight to leeward

before we could bear up after them. The Sheldrake, however, was hap-

pily placed in tiie way of that division of them which endeavoured to

escape towards the raast of Sweden.
I beg leave to enclose a copy of Captain Stewart's letter to me, stating

the capture of two ofthcui ;
and I cannot sufficiently praise the intrepidity
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and skill with which he attacked a force so superior to his own. Those
which 1 pursued separated in different courses; three of the largest steerefd,

for the island of Lcessoe, and I followed them ;
but they had gained so

much the start of me, thai they were not within reach of my guns when

night came ou, and we found ourselves in shoal water, on the flat extending
to the southward of that island, and were obliged to haul off. 1 afterwards

captured two of their transports, which I had passed during the chase of

the gun-boats ; one of them had twenty-two soldiers on board, with

a considerable quantity of ammunition, shells, &c. the other contained

provisions.
The island being greatly encumbered with prisoners, Captnin Maurice

has sent a flag of truce to Jutland, offering to release them on their parole
not to serve until regularly exchanged. If this proposal should be ac-

cepted, it is my intention to take them over to Kandtrs in the Tartar and

Sheldrake, and, at the same time, to demand the otiici'rs and crew of his

majesty's late sloop Pandora, wrecked.

The prisoners of war taken in the gun-boats consist of two lieutenants

of the Danish navy, ar.d 1 19 men.
I have directed the Wrangler to proceed to England, with Lieutenant

Baker, royal navy, of the i^and of Anholt, charged with Captain Maurice's

despatches, which I hope may meet with your approbation.
I have the honour to bo, ccc.

Sir James Suumarcz, Bart, and K.B. JOSEPH BAKER, Captain.
Vice-Achn. of the Red, Connnundcr-

in- Chief, tyi
1

.

SIR, //. M. Sloop Sheldrake, Anholt, March 28, 181 1.

In obedience to your signal yesterday to keep on the north side of the

island, my attention was paiticularly occupied in preventing the escape of

the enemy's flotilla to Reward, hoping by so doing I anticipated your
wishes.

At two P'M. observing the Tartar to windward of the island, and the

gun-bouts endeavouring to push through the passage inside the reef, I

endeavoured to place myself in such a situation as to turn them, or render

.inaction unavoidable. About four P.M. we closed within long range or"

shot, their fnrrc consisting of 1C -gun-boats and armed vessels, in close and

compact order, formed in line, steering down with the apparent determina-

tion of supporting each other; but they, finding us equally determined to

bring them to close action, began to disperse just when we were in hopes
of placing ourselves in such a situation as must have anniliib.ted the whole

of them in a short time. However, as five of them kept in one direction,

I kept after tljem, and have the pleasure to inform you, we brought them to

close action at half-past four, when one of them, No. 9, immediately struck,
she mounts two long i;;-pour,ders, and four br;i*s howitzers, 65 men, and
commanded by a lieutenant of repute in the Danish navy. Immediately
the prisoners were on board, we ma;! j all sad after the largest lugger, which
I am also happy to inform you, We captured about eight P.M. after ex-

changing a few shot. She proved to be gun-vessel, No. I, mounting two

Jong 24-poun<lers, and four brass howitzers, complement of 70 men, only
CO of whom we found on hoard; from the number of shot she received,
I am convinced she must have lost many of her crew

;
her commander is

also a lieutenant in the D.mish navy.
I nm exmimrly rejoiced to say we have no person hurt ; our sails and

rigging being a little cut, and a few grape-shot in the hull, is the extent of
our damage.

I feel great pride in being ;vhlc to inform you, the officers and crew I ha\o

the honour to command, behaved v as to meet mv warmest praise, and I

can ub>urc you, Sir, all on board were greatly annoyed ut the ciiciuy uoi
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avowing us the pleasure of making an example of the so much talked of
Danish gun -boats

Night coming on, and we having on board 40 more prisoners than our
own people, I am sorry to say we could not succeed in capturing any more
of them, tis they separated after the first had struck

;
but several that

escaped were under our fire, and appeared to have suffered much so much,
so, that some of the people say one sunk.

I have, &c. J. P. STEWART,
Captain Baker, H. M. S. Tartar.

Eato,

"W~ ATELY a court-martial was held on
Captain R. Lawson of tlic R. M,

JLJ on a charge preferred against him by Lieutenant Win. Heudry, of the

K. N. for unofficer-like and ungentleman-like conduct while a passenger on
board the Blonde, from the West Indies. Part of the charges being

proved, the court admonished him to be more careful of his conduct for

the future.

On the 3!st of March, a court martial was also held on Lieutenant Wm.
Ilrndry, late first lieutenant of the Blonde, on a charge preferred against
him by Captain R. Laxrson, of the R. M. for unofficer-like, and ungentle-
man-like conduct, in having permitted drinking, smoaking, and singing, and
other irregularities in the gun-room of the said ship while on her passage
home. The court fully acquitted the said Lieutenant Heudry ; being of

opinion, that the charges were unfounded and malicious.

Lately a court-martial was held at Lisbon, on Captain Lord William

Fitzroy, of the Macedonian frigate : by which he was dismissed the service

for tyranny and oppression, in putting the master of that vessel in irons.

The master was afterwards tried for contempt to Lord William Fitzroy;
and the charges being proved, he was dismissed H. M.'s service, and
rendered incapable of serving again as an officer.

Two marines were executed on board the Zealous, at Lisbon, on the 8th

of March, for the murder of a serjeant of marines. Their trial disclosed

the following wicked, and in other respects, singular circumstances : the

deceased serjeant had been sent with the two prisoners to do duty on

board one of the prison ships in the Tagus. In the course of the night they

planned to call the serjeant from his cot, under pretence of his being wanted.

On his proceeding to the part of the ship requested, tliey way-laid him and

pushed him overboard. It may be supposed that he had made himself ob-

noxious to them ; hut this did not appear. On the deceased's being missed,

it obtained general belief on board the prison ship that he hud jumped
overboard

;
but it was not warranted by the man's general character, for

he was a sober discreet man, and a good soldier. The first intimation of

his death to his shipmates on board the Zealou?, was by the sentinel upon
deck seeing hib hat pass by the ship in the Tagus. The sentinel instantly

knew it belonged to him, and inquiry ensued ;
no suspicion, however, fell

upon the prisoners, nor was it necessary for the ends of justice, for their

consciences so lacerated them after the first hour they had committed the

crime, that, as they confessed to their comrades, they had no rest day or

night. Their voluntary confession led to their trial, and they told the

court they hud not slept since, but were constantly visited by a distempered

imagination, of being in the presence of the deceased ghost. Both of them

it afterwards appeared were notorious characters. The name of one of

iLem was Brown. They died very penitent,
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)romotion0 ant) appointment/5.

Admirals and Captains appointed.

To command in the Baltic: Vice-admiral Sauraarez, in theVictorj;
Rear-admiral Reynolds, in the St. George; Rear-admiral Manley Dixou,
in the Vigo; and Rear-admiral Durham, in the Hannibal.

Sir Edward Pellew to command the Mediterranean fleet; Sir Charles

Cotton to {command the Channel fleet ; and Admiral Win. Young to com-
mand the fleet off the Scheldt.

Captains : Richard Jones to the Vigo; Hyde Parker to the Monmouth;
Charles Napier to the Thames; James Richard Dacres to the Gucrriere;
William Bowles to the Nemesis ; Alexander Milncr to the Gorgon, hospi-
tal ship; Francis Newcombe to the Wanderer; Alexander Robert Kcrr to

the Acasta 5 G. B. Salt to the Unicorn; Clavcll to the Royal
George ; Fisher to the Cornwallis; Lynne to the Eclipse;
J. Garden to the Macedonia; Hon. Dundas to the Achille ; Hon.

Napier to the Thames ; Thomas Serle to the Cossack ; Hon. G.

Wnldegrave to the Volontaire; G.M'Kcnzie to the Christian VII.
;

Halliday to the Montague; Sir John Louis to I'Aigle ; George M'Kinley to

the San Josef, Francis Beaufort to the Frederickstein
;

J. Raper to the

Mars; Sir Richard King to be captain of the Mediterranean fleet.

Captain A. F. Evans is appointed commissioner of the navy, to be resi-

dent at Bermuda. Captain Maibon succeeds Captain Evans, as agent for

prisoners of war, at Stapleton depot.

Captain Torrens, of the royal marines, is promoted to the brevet rank

of major; and Lieutenant Turnbull to the rank of captain ; for their brave

conduct in the defence of Anholt.

Lieutenants appointed.

Richard Latham, and John Waller (2) to the Crane; George Seward
to the Volcano ; Launcelot Jackson to the Menelaus; Matthew Forte n to

the Peacock; Robert E. Hunter to the Diligence; Thomas Pike to the

Monmouth; George Charles Blake to the Peacock; Mark Echcn to the

Strombolo ; Henry William Scott to the Crane; John Irons, and George
Roric, to the Leopard; John Lane to the Partridge; Edward Stevenson to

the Cretan; Spalding Mitchell to the Sceptre: William limes to the Mar-
tin

; Percy Grace to the Semiramis
; Henry Iloskin to the Cressy; Francis

Ormand to the Cherokee; William Parker to the Hebe ; George Cock-

sedge to the Gorgon ; William Boxer to the Appelles ;
Edward Towle to

the Beaver; G. T. L. Watt to the Shannon; Thomas Shapcotc to the

Reynard; Thomas Furber to the Elizabeth
;
Samuel Slout to the Raven ;

James Brown (2) to the Sceptre ; Hartley to the Colossus ;

William Mowatt to the Leopard ; George King to the Zephyr , Patrick

Lowe to the Bermuda; Henry Leeke to the Volontairc ; Edrom James
John Maxfield, Henry Pine, John Hawkins, (I) and M. Scaly, to the Royal

George ;
James Fitzpatrick, (2) and John George Davis, to the Frcya ;

Thomas Robbins to the Cretan ;
Thomas England to the Safeguard ;

George C. Stovin to the Thai*; J. Evans to the Hero; J. Moriarty to the

Volcano bomb ; D. Bowkcr to the Thais ; Nosworthy to the Agin-
court ;

' Graham to the Africaine ; Joshua Knceshaw to the Piercer,

gun-brig; Thomas Evans to the Revrnce; II. F. Beock to the Victory:
. Clifford to command the Cc-phalus; Moseley to command
1'F.clair.

The Hon. Lieutenant Rodney, who cnme to England in the command of

the Victor prize; and Lieutenant Baker, who a^nted in the defence of
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Anholt, and who brought home the despatches, are promoted to the rank
ofcommander.

Lieutenant William Baker, late first of the Unicorn, is appointed to the

Venerable, Sir Home Popham.
The Rev. Mr. Sydney to be chaplain of the Ardent.

A list of Midshipmen, who have passed for Lieutenants in March and

April.

MARCH.
Sheerness. John Tully, John Coleman, Henry John Hall.

Portsmouth. James Selby, John II. Seacole, Edward Handfield, James
Rumby, George Franks, A. A. Marshall, Henry A. Bates, W. T. Burgis,
George D. Dent, Joseph Walker. Benjamin Wathington,

Plymouth. Charles Maitland, Ward Evans, Benjamin Aplin, William

Moody, William B. Weeks, William Southy, Richard Jones.

APRIL.

Sheerness. J. Gape, Hon. G. P. Campbell.
Portsmoitth. E. C. Erie, Frederick Bullock, R. Fuirgrccrew, C. Robin-

son, William Jerrard, William Stone, William Adams, W. Grant, Samuel
Packer, James Whitthorn, Francis Newnham.

Plymouth. P. H. Mott, H. Walker, M. Brash, B. Jervis, II. Bloye, E.

Tovvnseiid, James Wallis, James Harvey, R. Tucker, R. Greening.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Hugh M'Peake to the Helder
; Joseph Gasqiiet to the Acasta; William

Purdie to the Norge; John Forbes (2) to the Desiree
; Robert Chambers

to the Christian Vlf.; Simon Davidson to the Badger; Robert Prideaux
to the Cordelia ; Robert Cooper to the Swaggerer ; James Nesbitt to the

America ; Charles Linton to the Laurestinus
;
James Drothie to the Cale-

don
;
E. St. Quintin to the Ahrerene cutter ; Andrew Uay to the Dictator;

John Enright to the Astrte ;
William Carroll to the Voloiitaire.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.
William Burn to the Edinburgh ; Jarnes Beliarby to the Thais; Samuel

Cummins to the Arethusa ; David Burnside to the Dolphin ; Michael
Goodsir to the Ardent ; Alexander Adderly to be an hospital mate at

Yarmouth
;
William Bell ditto at Dartmoor; John Campbell, ditto at Xor-

man-cross; David Nicholl, as a supernumerary assistant to the Leeward
Islands ; David Poola to ditto; Maurice Roberts to ditto; A. Montgomery
to the Revenge; Robert M'Coy to the Pom pee; John Specr to the Royul
William

; Frederick Gristock to the Cressy ;
Daniel Schaw to the Princess

Charlotte
; Henry Ruxton to the Tickler cutter

;
William Scott to the

Shaipshootei ;
P. Bhtikie to the Royal George; E. T. Dickson to the

Fame; Alexander Buchanan to ditto; Samuel Phillips to theNorge;
Daniel Calder to the Hero; George Grant to the Plaiitagenet; Edward
Gibson to the Acasta

; Hugh Ferguson to the Naiad : Henry Sanderson to

the Dictator; Archibald Campbell to bean hospital mate, at Plymouth;
John Johnstone to the Caledonia.

BIRTHS.

At Plymouth, the lady of Captain Sir M. Seymour, Bart, of a daughter.
At Iia\ant, the lady ur" Captain G. Langford, R.N. of a son.

On the 14t of March, at Kennington, the lad/ of S. Yarvvood, F.Sfj.

purser of H. M. 3. Dragon, of a daughter.
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April 1. At Chelsea the wife of Captain H. M. Ommaney, R.N. a son.

April 2. At Wood-end, near Cliichester, the lady of Sir John Gore1

,

of H. M; S. Tounnnt, of a daughter.

April 13. At Portsea, the lady of Captain Thomas Searle, of II. M. S.

Cossack, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
March 26. Captain Gordon Bremer, R.N. to Mrs. C. Glasse-, of Rochester.

Lately, Captain Nesbitl, R.N. to Maria, youngest daughter of William

.Fisher, Esq. of Great Yarmouth.
Lieutenant Patterson, of H. M. S.Tartarus, to Miss Blight, of Plymouth.
Aprils. At Titley, Herefordshire, Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart. vice-admin4

rtf the white, to Elizabeth Greenly, only child of William Greenly, Esq.
of Titlev-conrt, in that county. Sir Isaac, previous to his marriage, obtained

his Majesty's permission (through the Prince Regent) to take the name
and arms of Greenly, in addition to his own name and family arms

;
so

that the admiral's name is now, Sir Isaac Coffin Greenly, Bart.

April 7. At Teigngrace church, Captain Dunn, R.N. to Charlotte

Frances, youngest daughter of James Temple^ Esq. of Stover-house.

April 9. At Stoke-church, Plymouth, James Fletcher, Esq. purser of the

Lapwing, to Miss Blewett, of East Stonehouse.

OBITUARY.
December, 22, 1810, of yellotv fever, at English Harbour in thfe

island of Antigua, Mr. Henry Baker, midshipman of H.M.S. Thetis. He
was the son of Mr. Baker, of Thames Ditton.

25. At Nassau, in New Providence, in the 91st year of her age, the

Hon. Anne Louisa Moreton, relict of the Hon. Major Charles Moretori,
who was the youngest son of Mathew, the first Lord Ducie, and maternal

grandmother of Henry Moreton Dyer, Esq. judge of Vice-admiralty court

of the Bahama islands.

March 9. At Newfield, county of Stafford, John George, eldest son of

Smith Child, Esq. admiral of the Blue.

19. At Lough Swilly, Ireland, Captain John Stuart, of H.M.S. Sal-

danlia, second son of the late Hon. General Sir Charles Stuart, K.B. and

nephew to the Marquis of Bute, and the Lord Primate uf Ireland.

23. At Cefnmine, North Wales, in the 70th year of her age, Mis.

Edwards, relict of Captain Edwards, R.N. of Nanorou, Carnarvonshire.
28. D. Campbell, surgeon R.N.

April 4. Suddenly, at a very advanced age, Lambert Brabazon, Fsq.

Captain R.N. and who, since the death of Sir Alexander Schomberg, had
been commander of 1I.M. yacht, the Dorset.

13. At Exeter, Captain Titus Conyers, of the royal marines.

19. At Plymouth, at a very advanced age, Admiral Kiunecr.

At Yarmouth, the Right Hon. Lady Gardner, wife of Rear-admiral Lord

Gardner, and daughter of Lord Carrington.

Lately, the Rev. John Llewelin, rector of Limfannor, near Cowbridge,
and chaplain of H.M.S. Implacable.
At the house of Admiral Ferguson, in Bugle-street, Southampton, Mi>

Gordon, uiece of the admiral.

Lately, Mr. John Gibson, surgeon of the Vigilant.

Errata.

Pa'^e 178, line 9, for Sir Francis Laforey, Bart, captain R.N. readRear-

aduiiral Sir Francis Laforey, Bart, commander-in-chicf at the Leewiud
Islands.

188, line 13, for' post-captain, read rear-admiral.

Page 199, line 15, for Seahorse, read Svviftsure.



MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

CAPTAIN SIR ANDREW SXAPE DOUGLAS, KNT.

COLONEL OF MARINES,

WHO COMMANDED LORD HO\VE*S FLAG-SHIP, THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE,
ON THE FIRST OF JUNE, 1794.

And all readers are requested to believe, that he wns worthy of a mare worthy
pen, to have preserved his Memory and aimmcnded his Merits to the imitation of
Posterity.

(Isaac Walton, in his Life of Sir II. Wotton.)

IT
is extraordinary that no biographical memoir of this most

excellent officer and man, has yet appeared. We have, there,

fore, thought it to be our duty to insert the following account in

our CHUONICLE, which the reader will perceive is derived from

no common sources ; and have only to regret, that we cannot

oftener gratify our numerous friends, by lives of similar interest

and importance. The fault, as we have often repeated, docs not

originate with us, nor has it arisen from either our want of industry

or research, or want of due selection.

Sir Andrew Snape Douglas, who was born on the 8th of August,

1761, was the.son of a Scotch gentleman, that had married Sir An.

drew Hamond's eldest sister, and who died at Edinburgh in the year

1770. At the time of his father's decease, and when young Douglas

was only ten years old
; having shewn an inclination for the sea ser-

vice, his mother sent him up to his uncle in London, alter having

received some slight education at a school in Edinburgh. Captain.

A. Hamond had been just appointed to the Artthusa frigate, of 32

guns, in which his nephew sailed with him for the coast of North

America; and, it being a time of peace, his active commander and

relation took the opportunity of making his officers well

acquainted with the coast and harbours of that country. In 1773,

the Arethusa returned to England, and was paid off; but Douglas

was sent by his uncle to the West Indies, with the late Lord

Gardner, in a twenty,eight gun frigate, and continued on that sta

?8T>. C&ron, (BoI.XXV. 4z
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lion until the. American war broke out in 1775. He then rejoined

Jiis uncle, who had the command of the Roebuck at Virginia, a

new ship of 44 gnr.s, and built on a new plan. In December,

1775, the Hocbuck arrived at Halifax, and in (his ship, whilst on

most active and perilous service, Mr. Douglas went through all

the gradations of midshipman, third, second, and first lieutenant ;

until at the siege of Charles Town, Admiral Arbuthnot being com-

rnander-in-chief, with his flag on board the Roebuck, Lieutenant

Douglas was advanced by him master and commander, into the

Germain.

We shall, at this period of his professional life, introduce Captain

Douglas's narrative of his services, as given in a letter which he*

afterwards addressed to his gallant patron and uncle, the present

Sir Andrew Hamond, Bart, late comptroller of the navy ; and

shall subjoin such original letters and anecdotes of Captain Doug-

las, as may illustrate that interesting manuscript :

"
I was made a master and commander on the l.ith of February, 1780,

mid appointed to the command of the Germain; but instead of joining

her, I commanded the Sandwich floating battery, at the siege of Charles-

town. At the surrender of which I was made a post captain into the Pro-

vidence American frigate, of 32 guns. On the 15th of May, 1 7 CO, (my
niicSe, Sir Andrew Hamond, captain of the Roebuck, being ordered to

England with the admiral's despatches and other public business) I was

directed to take the command of the Roebuck during his absence
;

and I

was succeeded in the Providence by Captain Henry. Through the kind-

ness of my uncle, a confirmation was sent to me from the Admiralty, as

captain of the Roebuck, in which ship I remained until July, 1781; having

during that time been very actively employed, and having taken two

frigates viz. the Confederacy, of 36 guns, and the Protector of 28, besides-

several privateers.
" In July, 1781, the Roebuck being ordered to England, I was appointed-

captain of the Chatham, of 54 guns ;
in the command of which ship I con-

tinued, durin.; the war, upon the coast of North America. During the first

part of the time (about three months) I was employed, from my knowledge

of the coast, as conductor of the fleet under Admiral Graves, in a cruise to

fbc Bav of lioston, which was at thai, time the rendezvous of the French

: and during the latter part of the same period, (about two year.-) I

fis commander of a squadron of frigates, and senior officer upon the nor-

<m coast of North America : having taken or destroyed in the last 20

*
It is dated lYora ou board the (juucn Charlotte, when cruising off Ushant,

ttovemfccr 23,1796.
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months, 50 sail of vessels from the enemy, one French frigate, of 36 gum,
the jfegictenne, and several stout privateers. Some circumstances, which
existed at the time, made this capture of the Magiciemie of great conse-

quence : for her commander was also commodore upon the same station,
and had appointed his squadron (a fifty-gun ship and three frigates) to mec t

him, ou the morning upon which I took him, exactly on the spot where I

first engaged his ship: lie had steered directly for the harbour of Bostor,
where the French squadron then lay, and they were actually under way
coining out, with their headmost, the Astrca, of 40 guns, commanded by
Mons. de la Perouse, nut more than three or four miles off, when the Ma-
gicienne struck. Having sent all my ships upon different services, I was
alone. The intention of the commander of the Magicienne, in ordering his

ships to join him off Cape Ann, was, to have attempted the destruction of
our muse ships* in the river of St. John's, hay of Fundy : This capture xvas,

therefore, of the more consequence, as it defeated such an intention in the

enemy.
" When the war ended I went on half pay, and continued so from that

period until August, 1786, Having during that interval studied naval

architecture at Chatham dock-yard; and made a tour of observation on the

Continent, when I embraced the opportunity of rendering myself ac-

quainted with both the French and Italian languages. On my return to

England, I was immediately appointed commander of the Southampton

frigate, of 32 guns, and was sent to the Mediterranean, where I continued

until the year 1787 ;
and was then ordered home, with an account of the

state of the French and Spanish fleets; England having thought it necessary
to arm, in consequence of some disturbance in Holland. At the end of the

Dutch armament, I returned to the Mediterranean, where I continued

some time ; and afterwards commanded my ship, the Southampton, in the

Channel of England, nominally stationed between the South Foreland and

Dunnose; but I had private leave to visit Cherbourg, and the ports of

France in the Channel.
"

During the latter part of my continuance on this station, I was ordered

to put myself under the King's directions at Weymouth; when his Majesty,

with the Royal Family, sailed in the Southampton the first time the King

had ever been under way in one of his men of war; and he was pleased to

repeat it afterwards between thirty and forty times. When the Royal

Family went to Plymouth by land, I carried the First Lord of the Admi-

ralty there, Lord Chatham, in the Southampton. The Royal Family, with

the King and Board of Admiralty, eame on board the Southampton in Ply-

mouth hound, and proceeded to sea to review a squadron of line-of-battle

ships, under the command of Commodore Goodall. The Southampton

carried the Standard at the main, the Admiralty Flag at the fore, and the

Union at the mizen-top-mast head. The Royal Family then returned to

Weymouth by land, but Lord Chatham accompanied me thither by sea in

the Southampton. After this service, the King was pleased to confer upon

* Vessels ladea with masts and spars for the British fleet.
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me the honour of Knighthood ; and when the Royal Family left Wcymouthv
1 uas ordered to Portsmouth.

" The Southampton was now paid o(F. T had commanded her three yars
and a quarter, and the next day [ was appointed to the Goliath, of 74 guns,

in which ship I continued six months ; when she was found defective, and

1 was removed from her, with my oilicers and ship's company, into the

Alcide, of 74 gun>, upon the armament then fitted out to check the inso-

lence of Spain, in May, 1700. On that occasion, I sailed as one of a fleet

consisting of 31 sail of llie line, under the command of the Earl noire J

who did me the honour of appointing me to le:id the centre division or

column of the fleet. We continued a month at sea; and upon our return,

the object of the armament having been adjusted without coming to blows,

I was put under the command of Lord Hood, who was at the head of a

Jargc fleet then intended to act against the Empress of Russia. But at

length that design was relinquished, and the Alcide, with other 'ships, were

ordered into Portsmouth harbour
; where I continued the command ot her,

until the latter put of CM year 179'2, at which time she was paid oft'. I

Lad commanded her, and the Goliath, for three years.

"Afterwards, that is on the breaking out of the present war, in 17P3, I

was appointed to the PhaOtoiij of 38 gnrs, which was the first ship sent out

to cruise for the destruction of the enemy, and the protection of our

commerce for which service the merchants of London presented me with

a piece of plate. While I commanded the Phaeton, a fortunate accident

enabled me to take the French privateer, General Dumourier, and a Spa-

nish galleon, the St. JagOj which she had captured."

The folloM'ing letters from Sir A. S. Douglas to his uncle Sir

A. Hamond, so particularly illustrate this part of the above narra-

tive, that they have been here inserted, in preference to reserving

them with others for the close of the memoir.

2b Sir ANDREW HAMOND, Burt. on leaving Jii/n the charge of>n>/ tl
r

//c and

Children, when 1 sailed in the Phaeton for the Mediterranean. Dated

February K>, 1793.

" The uncertainty of human affairs induces me to leave this with my
dear friend, that lie may be assured of my gratitude to the last, for his

Fatherly attention to me. Words ate insufficient to express all I wish to

say to him upon this occasion. My heart feels the tenderest aiVectioii

towards him. If thxj chance of vvar should prevent me from returning, I

(uiitnend to his care a dear ami most beloved wife, and my infant family i

and at this moment, it is a source of infinite consolation to me to reflect,

that I have so sincere u friend, whose protection they will be sure of *

"
Adieu, thou best of friends. Heaven guard you, Lady IIamond

;
and

jour children. .....Your a&jctioiuite and most grateful nephew."
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*V0//j the same to the same, on taking the Spanish Galleon. Dated Phaeton,
April 15, 1793. 41 43' N. hit. 25 \V.

"
My dearest Uncle : Yesterday our squadron

*
gave chacc to two sail

la the N.W. I came up with a large Spanish galleon under French colours-
dropped a boat ou hoard of her as I passed, leaving her to he taken
possession of hy Molloy, and stood on in cliace of the headmost, which I
took two hours afterwards, u French Privateer, coppered, the' General
Dumouner, of 22 guns, six-pounders, 196 men; having on hoard 630
cases of silver, each case containing 3,000 dollars. The galleon is from
Lima, she had been taken by the French eleven days be-fore. The two
prizes are of immense value, exceeding Commodore Alison's. We have
had a meeting in the admiral's cabin, and we consider ourselves fully
entitled to all and every thing found on board of the General Dumouricr ;

but we imagine we shall only receive the salvage of the galleon, I

think it is one half. The admiral suicls the Edgar in, with the prizes. If
this money had got to France, how it \Vould have operated in their favour !

The money, in the privateer, weigh.-- 55 tons we have put it all into the

Edgar. You may easily imagine, as success has a very sensible effect upon
the human mind, how much we are elattd at this stroke of fortune, and I
feel much gratified at having been tht; principal feature in the picture
Phaeton sails remarkably well..Ever believe me, my dear uncle, your most

grateful and affectionate nephew."

From the same to Ike same, dated Portsmouth, July 12, 1798.

" I would not my dearest uncle, hnve

you suppose, that I am at all too sanguine about our Spanish prize; yet I

am sure you will agree with me in opinion, that there is great reason to

hope much, when one knows, that nothing hut the effect of an ex post

facto law, can, or ought to deprive us o'f any part of her : Such will be mjr

opinion as long as I live, whatever may be the decision. The Spaniards
have been hard at work to stop the channel of communication, relative to

their conduct towards our merchant, vessels
; insomuch, that we have not

been ahle to get an answer from the people at Liverpool, whose vessel was

recaptured by a Spanish cruiser. I shall most likely be at sen when the

trial comes on
;
and it is a great satisfaction to me, when I reflect, that I

shall have so sincere and affectionate a friend upon the spot as yourself.

To say that I am indifferent about the decision, would he an attempt at a

sentiment which I do not feel, although, depend upon it, 1 shall bear it as

well as any man
;
at the same time that I flatter myself in the opinion, of

my having every disposition necessary to enable me to make a proper u.-e

of whatever may fall to njy share of the prizes. The signal has Leeu

made to day to prepare for sailing, and I imagine we shall proceed 'ere

*
St. George, Gangns, Edgar, Egruont, and Phaeton. Admiral Lord iiood,

commander-iu-cliiei". Admirals Gell, Cosby, and Sir Hyde Pa.ker. iJatiaiti*

Molloy, Ikrtie, Dickson, Foley, and Sir A, Douglas.
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Jong. Have the goodness to do with all my concerns, exactly as if they

were your own : and you cannot, my dear uncle, take a more effectual

means of making me happy, than by considering every thing between us

most perfectly in that point of view. You are and have been a kind and

affectionate father to me ; and without your assistance, God only knows

what might have been my situation. At present, I can assure you, nothing

can be more happy a continuance of your approbation and affection will

always be the means of rendering my situation invariably so. Believe me

ever, my dearest friend, your grateful, faithful, and affectionate nephew."*-***

Sir A. Douglas's narrative then proceeds

"
I continued upon that and other services, until Lord IJowe proceeded

to sea with the Channel fleet. This happened just at the time I had re-

turned from Lisbon with a small frigate of the enemy, la Pronipte," of 23

guns, and a privateer which I had taken; and I was then attached to the

western fleet by the Admiralty. Lord Howe gave me a distinguishing pen-

dant, and the command of all the frigates of the fleet formed into a sepa-

rate squadron. This was the first appointment of the kind that hud ever

taken place ; and, as such, I considered it as a very honourable one,

although it was very fatiguing : for it might in some measure be con-.i<Iered

in the same light as the flank corps of an army. I continued to serve in

that situation, sometimes cruising separately, but in general with the fleet,

until the captain of the Queen Charlotte, Lord Howe's ship, quitted the

command of her, and went to be a Commissioner of the Transport Board :

when Lord Howe applied for me to be appointed to si.cceed him. I was

accordingly nominated captain of the Queen Charlotte, on the 8th day of

April, 1794."

*
Principal dimensions of la Promple, French man of war, captured by (us

JIajesty's ship the Phaeton.

Ftet. Inch.

Length cf tin; gun-deck 126

Breadth of ditto <;

Dilto lower deck '-'9

Depth of U> bold 7 2

Height between decks under the beams 4 a

p
forward 1 :> ; 5

Draft of water > abaft 14 ".

} by the stern 11

NARCISSUS PIUVATKri!.

I, n-th of the gun-deck 103

Keel for tonnage 89 9

Breadth extreme SO

Depth in hold 9 8f

Bui then in tons 430
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As this was a most interesting period in Sir A. Douglas's pro-
fessional life, his narrative may again be interrupted to introduce

the following letters :

From Captain Sir A. Douglas, to Sir Andrew Hamond, Bart. Comptroller

of the Navy, dated Portsmouth, April 4th, 1794.

" My dear Uncle : I am this moment arrived from a cruise between
the Casketts and Guernsey, whither I was sent with five frigates to join
Admiral M'Bridc, for the purpose of relieving the Island of Jersey ; which
was said to be about to be attacted by a considerable force of the enemy ;

but this was merely a tale to amuse us, and had not the least foundation in

fact: and if ever we sire served so again, we shall only have ourselves to

blame. However, I cruised against strong winds and tide, without being
able to find the admiral and got in here this morning, after the heaviest

gale I ever saw. I fear our line-of-battle ships will have suffered from it.

The frigates came up to Spithead, with nothing more than close reefed

fore and main-top-sails, reefed fore-sail and mizen-stay-sai!. Poor

Phaeton behaved wonderfully well. I send you a copy of my letter t<

Lord Howe, as that tells you better what we have been doing, than any

thing else.

" I received, upon my arrival, your kind letter;' and I have not words to

express to you, how happy I am at finding you have determined to keep at

the Navy Board .... I am convinced thaff every day will make

jou more and more satisfied with the resolution you have taken: your
health will be re-established, your mind being at ease ; and we shall

thereby have the happiness of seeing your life, so dear to us all, prolonged
and made comfortable. No man in his senses well out of the active service,

and at a certain time of life, would wish to come into it again ; for it is

made up of envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitahleness.

" That I will take care of my friend Graham * as long as I live, you may
rest assured

;
and I flatter myself his going into the Queen Charlotte with.

me, will be no disadvantage to him in point of education. He is vastly

well, and nobody can conduct himself better than he does in every respect.

As I hope the Queen Charlotte will not be disadvantageous to my friend

Graham, so I hope it may not to me God knows, I must take my chance,

and make the best of it.

" Thanks a thousand times for your kindness about my master and sur-

geon those gentlemen have served well....! have had neither master nor

pilot for some time, which has kept me a good deal upon deck. If you

have an opportunity of talking to. Lord Chatham, for God's sake state the

absolute necessity there is, for having something by way of advice-boat

continually at Jersey ; otherwise we shall always be liable to these a!ai;;is,

* Sir A. Hamond's son, the present Captain Graham Eden Hamond, well

known and deservedly esteemed iu tlie British navy ; was made post, Nuvcu;bu -

SOlli, 179&,
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separating our fleet at a time when the ships are wanted to be kcpf . The

island, it' we mean to retain it, ought to be put into a proper state of

defence, and then there is an end of the matter. I shall only add my best

ailections to Lady Ilamond and your daughter t Caroline ; and I am ever

U) the end of my life, your grateful and affectionate nephew."

From the same, to the same, dated Queen Charlotte, Chops of the Chatinct,

lith and 15M of May, 179 1.

" My dearest Uncle : When a man is unwell, and very much left to

himself, reflection generally turns upon his past life ; and when his

mind is weak, any omission that he appeaYs to himself to have been guilty

of, strikes him in the most forcible manner, and preys upon his spirits.

Such has been my case for some days past upon recollecting that Lord

Chatham, who hns been all goodness to me upon every occasion, has great

reason to think I have treated him ungratefully, by never paving him the

compliment of telling him myself, that I had accepted of Lord Howe's pro-

posal for me to come into the Queen Charlotte. How this happened T

know not. I had no intenti >n to be either ungrateful, or in any decree
inattentive to Lord Chatham, for whom I have the highest respect; and

the only apology I have to offer, is, that I was enjoined to secrecy so lone,

that eveTV body knew it, and I then thought it would be ridiculous to writ

to Lord Chatham about it : yet still, I should certainly not omit doing so,

were it to be a^ain, however late it might be. The business of the men, is

another thing that has preyed upon my mind more than I can tell you.

The boon T have to beg of you, is, that you will take some opportunity of

explaining this matter to Lord Chatham, that I may not suffer in his opi-

nion. Tell him the story fairly as it stands ;
and I hope he has too muc'i

generosity and candour, not to forgive me, when the matter comes to be

fairly stated to his Lordship.
M \Ve have been cruising off, and to the southward of Ushanr, which we

nnre been very close in with
;
and we had a very fine opportunity of send-

ing the frigates to look into Brest, where the French fleet were at anchor

about a week ngo. Captain Tlmrnborough saw about twenty large look-

ing ships, and a grcr.t number of smaller ones; but it is to be recollected,

that in an easterly wind there is no judging rightly of any thing you see.

We have retaken three English merchantmen. Our weather has been rery

indifferent for the season. God bless you, my dear uncle, and ever believe

me to the end of my life, your most grateful and affectionate nephew."

The narrative of Sir A. Douglas's services is thus concluded

" In that situation (as captain of the Queen Charlotte) I have remained

ever since, with the good fortune of having commanded her in three en-

gagements with the enemy's fleet: viz. on the memorable 29th of May,
mid 1st of June, 1791, under the union flag worn by the Earl Howp.

.And again, on the '-.'3d of June, 1795, when she was a private ship coru-

* The Honourable Mrs. Hood.
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manded by myself, under the flag of Lord Bridport, off I.'Orient. I trust I

may say, 1 had it in my power to render my country some service upon
those Occasions, without incurring the imputation of arrogating to ravself

what I have no right to.

"
I forgot to mention, my having gone over to France * a second time,

(as you may remember I did by your advice) just before I was appointed
to the command of the Southampton, for the purpose of visiting the

different ports in the Channel Upon the French coast
;

in order to form

some judgment of the practicability of the French being able to invade

this country suddenly, by their large fishing boats and coasters, without

giving us the alarm of a preparation. I did so, and freely confess that I

had hopes of sometime or other rendering my visit useful to the public.
"

I remember, my dear uncle, your desiring me some time ago to put
down in writing the principal occurrences of my life, for your perusal ;

which I have now done, in the hope, that, as I owe every thing to your

fatherly kindness and continued affection towards me, it may enable you,
at least to imagine that my life has not been badly spent ; and that I have

done all in my power, by pursuing a steady course, with unremitted atten-

tion to my duty, to second those kind endeavours, on your part, for my wel-

fare. I do not mean to say, that there are not many parts of my public

life, which might be altered for the better, if it were to come over again :

But I have at the same time, the invaluable consolation of reflecting, tint

every determination I have taken, in the journey I have now related to you,

lias been governed by honour and by honesty, and according to the best of

my judgment upon the circumstances existing at the moment. I never

have for one moment lost sight of the good of the King's service and the

welfare of my Country. I have been nearly 27 years in his Majesty's

service, upwards of 24 years in actual employ, and nearly 17 years of

that time a post captain.
" You may put this by amongst your papers, and it may fall into the

hands of your, or my children, when we may be no more
;

and as it co^
tains the general outline of my public life, it may afford them some satis*

faction. Although there is nothing brilliant in it, yet I trust there is no*

thing that will cause them to blush upon my account ;
and that upon the

whole, I .shall have acquired the credit of having been a zealous officer, a

steady well-meaning friend to my Country, and a faithful servant ol the

Kin?.

* This happened in 1785, and his Report having been transmitted to the Duke

of Richmond, then Master-general of the Ordnance, may be found araongit hv

8 race's papers.

* 8a! XXV. 3 A
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When we consider that the hand that traced these lines and (he

noble mind which indicted them, are for ever lost to his King and

Country, which he truly served with so much zeal and fidelity ;

the following letters that illustrate the most striking parts in his

bright career, must possess an additional value and impart a pro-

portionablelnterest. The first letter, we have thus to notice, was

addressed to his uncle, after the victory of the first of June,

dated Portsmouth, June 30th, 1794.

"
I am this moment returned from Southampton, where the Royal

Family landed on their way to Windsor; and I have been so very much

occupied ever since there arrival here, that it has been out of my power to

write to you. His Majesty presented Lord Howe with a diamond hiked

sword on board of the Queen Charlotte. The admirals of the fleet, and

the first captain, have had gold chains ; the captains are to have, it is said,

gold medals, and Admiral Gardner is created major-geueral of marines.

We all dined with the King yesterday, and I think I have now told yoa all

that has happened. The weather has been remarkably good, and upon th

whole every thing has gone off very well. Poor Harvey died yesterday."

Such was the modest letter of this great sea officer, to his inti-

mate friend and relation ; and it remains to be added, what is far

from being generally known, that the glorious victory of what is

called June the first, or rather the glorious termination of the

battle which commenced on the 28th of May, and did not entirely

terminate until the 1st of June, was much indebted to the great

and painful exertions, of THE DOUGLAS, as Walter Scott might

style this warrior. During the action on the first of June, and at

a most critical moment in that memorable contest, a piece of grape

shot forcibly struck Sir Andrew Douglas in the forehead, above

the right eye. His face was covered with blood, and the pain vr

intense. Yet did that lamented officer, knowing thcimportance of the

moment, order the tourniquet to be applied to what proved a mortal

ivound, even with a piece of the shot still remaining in it : and in

that state, holding the tourniquet on with one hand, and grasping

his speaking trumpet with the other, he instantly returned to the

quarter-deck ; where a gloominess and even a despair prevailed,

which his activity and unparalleled exertions soon dissipated.

Lord Howe, with his usual liberality, afterwards declared, that Sir

A. Douglas was a prodigy ; and that his admiral could never, as
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commander-in-chief, say enough of Sir Andrew's services during
chat action.

Some account of the proceedings of the Queen Charlotte and
Lord Howe's fleet during the subsequent autumn, may be collected

from the following letter of Sir A. Douglas to his uncle, dated

September 22, 1794:

"
Having had no sort of communication with any thing to afford us

intelligence since we sailed from St. Helens, I have nothing to tell you of,
but our arrival, after a cruise which cannot be called a very pleasant one ;

for no one very interesting incident has happened since our sailing. We
have been twice close to Ush'ant, with but little wind

; and that suddenly
shifting to the N.W. obliged us to recall our ships that had been sent to
look into Brest, when they were nearly as far in as the Black Rocks :

however, the second time we were off there, we took and destroyed a cor-
vette cutter, by which we learned, that the fleet of France was then (about
ten days ago) in part ; but there is no believing their reports as to its

strength. Since that time we have been cruising in the Chops of the

Channel, about 50 leagues to the westward of Scilly. The last four or five

days we have had 9 sort of gale of wind, which has damaged some of the

ships in our fleet As to myself, I am quite well; but my
head is still troublesome, and there is a small piece of iron, or bone, to

come away, which will take time ; for it cannot be moved by the probe.
The beds supplied to the ship's company have only one blanket, which is

quite enough for the general purpose of the service in different climates,
and in the different seasons of the year : but as many of the people have

colder berths than others on board, why may not the pursers be supplied
with a quantity of blankets alone ? If a man loses a blanket, as they are

now supplied, he must buy another bed before he can remedy the

deficiency."

If the services of Sir A. S. Douglas had been great, whilst he con-

tinned in Lord Howe's fleet during the year 1794, they were

equally pre-eminent, and have certainly been much too unnoticed,

in the memorable action which Lord Bridport* had with the French

fleet, on the 23d of June, 1795. The following narrative is given

from some remarks by two of Sir A. S. Douglas's officers, on,

board the Queen Charlotte ; beginning with the proceedings of

Lord Bridport's fleet, from Friday, June 12th, 1795.

" Sailed from Spithead with a fresh breeze at east, the Sans Pare;,

(the Prince joined the day following) with Colossus, Queen, London, Orion,

* See Vol. I. page 300, where a view of this gallant enterprise is engraved,

from a design of Mr. Pocock.
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Royal George, Queen Charlotte, Kusscl, Prince George, Valiant, Prince of

Wales, B:irflcur, and Irresistible, of the line, Frigates Thalia, Aquilon,

Revolutionaiic, and Astrea.- La Babct, of 20 guns, Charon, hospital ship,

Incendiary and Megaera fire-ships, with two cutters and two luggers. On

Tuesday, June 16, after the clearing away of a thick fog, we siw u squadron
under Sir John Warren, of tHree sail of the line, and six fi igntes,

with

several gun-boats and transports, consisting of about forty-five sail, and

containing 5 or 6,000 French emigrants, with arms, provisions, and stores,

to be landed in Quiberon Bay. On the 17th of June we saw Ushant,

S.W. by W. four leagues. Spoke an American, who informed us that she

had passed through the French fleet off the Penmarks, two days before, con-

sisting of 27 sail.

"
(1795.) Thursday, June 18th. At noon the Saints bore E by S.

three leagues. The wind N.N.E. We stood off to N.W. losing sight of

Sir John Warren's fleet far to leeward standing to the eastward. By this it

appeared, that the news obtained from the American had not been be-

lieved, or otherwise they would not have been thus exposed to the risque

of being captured. On the next day, Friday, June 19th, the wind became

violent from the N.E. At the dawn of day, a tender from Sir John Warren

spoke the Admiral bore down, and soon after his fleet hove in sight,

bearing S.E. by S. arid making the best of their way to rejoin ; they

seemed as if chased by an enemy. The admiral made the signal to prepare
for battle. The Galatea came from Sir John, and sent a boat to the (loyal

George. The Artois hailed; and gave us to understand that she had seen

the enemy's fleet. The next day, Saturday, June 2,0th, Sir John's fleet was

in company, but much shattered by the gale.

"
Sunday, June 21st, began with strong gales from the N.E. The

Nymph joined the fleet from to leeward ; and one of the luggers sent us.a

boat, by which we were informed, that at the same time when the Nymph
saw the English to windward, she saw the French fleet to leeward.

"
Monday, June 22, we had light variable airs and clear weather. At

25 minutes past 3 A.M. the Astrea made the signal for a fleet in the S.E.

At 30 minutes past 3, saw them in that quarter from the Queen Charlotte,

and Sir John Warren's fleet in the N.W. At 19 minutes past 4, the

Nymph made the signal, that the strangers were enemies
;
and at 40 mi-

nutes, the admiral threw out the same signal. During the night, the

English fleet had been kept under very low sail ; which, with the shift of

wind, brought the French to windward.

" The English fleet being on the larboard tacks, with a light air from

E. by N. and their heads S.E. by S. At 55 minutes past 5, the admiral

made the signal to tack in succession. At 6, the Queen Charlotte tacked;

and at half-past 6, the admiral made the signal for the Sans Pareil, Orion,

Colossus, Irresistible, Valiant, and Russel, to chase to the eastward. At 45

minutes, the signal was out for a general chase in the same quarter. The

body of the enemy bore at 8, E.S.E. 4 leagues. At noon they bore nearly

the same, but not so distant. (Lat. 47 17' N. long. 4 11' W. IBelleiblc

itast, 16 leagues.)
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"
Tuesday, June 23. Light airs, changing from E. by S. to south,

S.W . by S. and back to S. by W. with smooth water. Continued in chase
with every sail set that could prove of the least advantage. Gained fast

ahead of all the English fleet, except the Sans Pareil, Orion, and Irresisti-

ble, and kept way with them. At the beginning of the chase, the Royal
George was some distance ahead of the Queen Charlotte. At 15 minutes

past 6 P.M. the admiral made the signal to keep sight of the enemy, and
lead the fleet up to them. At half-past 6, the Nymph, which, with the

Astrea, were close to the enemy's rear, signified that the French fleet con-
sisted of 13 sail of the line, and 11 frigates. At 7 P.M. the admiral made
the signal to attack or harrass the enemy's rear. At 25 minutes past 7, to

engage as arriving up in succession. At midnight, the enemy were not
more thaa 5 or 6 miles ahead of the Queen Charlotte. At 50 minutes

past 3 A.M. the London, and Nymph, made the signal for land, N.N.E.
At 4, we had light airs from S.W. by S. with the enemy about two miles

ahead. The ship's head was E. by S. varying afterwards occasionally."

(1795.) During the whole night, that preceded the morning of

the 23d of June, Sir A. S. Douglas never left the deck ; thus

taking immediate advantage of every flaw of wind, and by his

presence imparting additional promptness and energy to his

judicious orders.

"
By watching every breath of wind," (adds one of his officers)

" that

blew from the Heavens, and trimming incessantly to give it with the best

advantage to the sails, Sir Andrew Douglas, soon after the morning broke

on the 23d, had the satisfaction to find himself within two miles of the

enemy's rear. Undismayed by the fire which they soon poured upon the

Queen Charlotte, and the slender prospect of an essential support, he

appeared willing, if necessary, to sacrifice his ship for the public benefit.

She was seen to approach the enemy with a silent intrepidity, that at least

deserved a pointed notice ;
and with even royals and steering sails set, she

clashed amidst the thickest of the enemy. Sir A. Douglas thus received

the broadsides of 5 or 6 of their ships, and the stern chasers of 3 of

them at the same time; but closing with the nearest, four of tliern were

brought into one point, by which the effect of their guns was greatly-

diminished.

" Close as the French were to the shelter of their own coasts, it wat

only on such a display of gallantry that the Lritisli admiral could build a

hope of checking tiieir retreat : a gallantry that seldom failed to distinguish

those officers, who have been led on under the auspices of an HOWE. In

this instance, however, it has scarcely been given to the discrimination cf

the public ;* and little or no distinction was afterwards made in the repre-

* Lord Bridport's commendation certainly appears to have been restrained,

and palsied, towards Sir A. S. Douglas.
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sentatioo to the Admiralty, between those who boldly arrested the flight of

the enemy, and others who were unable to mix in the batile.

" The Queen Charlotte had only a chance of support, from the Orion,

Irresistible, Sans Pareil, Ilussel, and Colossus, and that not immediately
from the three hitter. The London, Queen, and Prince George, appeared
to be three miles astern, and the Royal George certainly not less than

four ;
and the Valiant, Prince of Wales, Barfleur, and Prince, considerably

astern of her. One distant ship might certainly have been taken for

another, but such was in truth the general disposition : and these were the

14 sail of the line that composed the squadron, for three under the com-

mand of Sir John Warren, were too remote to be at all in question.
" Let us now return to the Queen Charlotte, THE DOUGLAS of the

battle. A little before six o'clock, the guns of this ship were opened from

the starboard side, and their influence was such as is generally given to a

cool reserve. At 20 minutes after C o'clock, the Formidable, which had

received the greatest share of their effects, was disabled and on fire, and

had surrendered. Le Peuple, formerly le Montaigne, became the next

object : her shot were but ill directed, and soon feeling the warmth of her

situation, she hauled her wind, sheered off, and was attacked by the Sans

Pareil, and afterwards the Colossus or Russel. In the mean time le Tigre,

supported by her friends, became the nearest in opposition ; and sustained

the contest until 14 minutes past seven.

" Galled by the Alexander on the larboard side, the Queen Charlotte

then bore a little away, to close with and silence her : le Tigre drew

ahead, but the Alexander struck her colours. The freshening breeze had

brought the London near enough to try a distant fire, and the rest of the

squudron began to approach. At twenty minutes past seven, the main and

foremasts being much wounded, fore-top-mast and bowsprit injured, part

of the standing and all the running rigging cut, the sails full of holes, and

rendered for a time totally useless, the Queen Charlotte lost her way, and

ceased firing. Two or three minutes before eight o'clock, the Royal

George passed her."

In another journal. Lord Bridport's ship, the Royal George is

thus noticed

" At 2.S ininntcs past 7, the admiral made the Russel's signal to engage
closer. At 55 minutes, the signal for the ships having charge of the con-

toy to proceed. The Roynl George soon aftor this passed on the starboard

side in pursuit of the enemy, taking in her steering sails as she came
abreast of the Queen Charlotte. At 30 minutes past 8, she made the San

Parcil's and Colossus' signals to discontinue the engagement ; the! first was

now on the larboard, the second on the starboard bows of the Queen

Charlotte, distant about a mile and a half. About this period, the Royal

Citjorjie begun her fire."

' The Queen Charlotte having knotted her ropes as well as the time

would allow, hauled on board her fore and main tacks, in order to follow

and give Lord I3ridport the best support her state would admit. Twenty
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minutes after this, the Royal George bore up, and began by discharging lief

starboard guns at le Peuple, almost without any retort
; and at half-past

8, she attacked le Tijjre, now the lee ship, exhausted by the Sans Parcit,
and latterly approached and fired at by the Queen and London : this ship
had struck her colours, but unperceivcd by the Royal George.

We have also the following additional information, in another

journal:
" At 35 minutes past 8, observed one of the enemy's ships with which

the Queen Charlotte had been engaged strike, and which had drawn ahead

when it became necessnry to attack the Alexander.* The Royal George,
Queen, Sans Pareil, and London, being then near her. At 37 minutes past

8, the Royal George wearing, stood out, as did the rest of the fleet. The
west point of the Isle of Groiax then bearing S.E. distant about two miles.

The wind having drawn round to nearly that point in the course of the

action, rendered it impossible for the enemy to get far enough to wind-

ward : they could not therefore obtain shelter between the island and the

entrance of Port Louis, without making several tacks; for they did not

stem higher than the mouth of the river Quimperlay : And as many of the

English ships could weather the body of their Fleet, and had not been in

Action, the French might effeccually have been cut oft from their harbour,
had it been judged right. But probably the risk was thought too great,

and the Isle of Groiax might have been fortified. The first ship that sur-

rendered proved to be le Formidable, the second the Alexander, end the

third le Tigre."

As the Squadron under Sir John Warren rendered most essen-

tial service to Lord Bridport, on this
v occasion, by the informa-

tion he thus received ; and as probably no action would at that

time have taken place, if Sir J. Warren had not passed by as he

did ; it is our duty in the next place to state his operations more

amply than has hitherto been done. The orders for the em-

barkation of the emigrant troops under Sir J. 13. Warren, had been

given on the 8th of June, (1795) and on the llth, the whole

^rere on board ; having been completed under the direction of

Captain Keates, and every despatch having been made that was

possible. On the 13th of the same month, June, the squadron,

and convoy had proceeded through the Needles ; and on the 14th,

the Galatea, Captain Keates, having been despatched to order a

* At 16 rainntes past seven (he Alexander struck her colours; but firing two

guns afterwards, orders were given to renew the action; on doing which she

came round to, with her head to the soullfward. The London prior to this, had

arrived up, and had brought her guns to hear on the Alexander
;

but it d:d not

appear that any return exeept from the stern chasers was made.
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ehasse maree out of Weymouth Road, and likewise another vessel

cf the same class, from Cawsand Bay, with the Standard, of 64

guns, and la Concorde the ships and convoy had stood across the

Channel in company with Lord Bridport's Fleet, with whom they

had continued until the 17th. When, having lost sight of them,

the enemy's Squadron were seen about 11 A.M. oh the 18th, by

the Arethusa, which ship Sir John Warren had sent in chase j-

whilst the Anson, which he had likewise.stationed between her and

the convoy, had repeated the signals of the enemy's force, amount-

ing to 15 sail of the line, and seven frigates. Sir John Warren

immediately made the signal to tack, and for the men of war to

form in the rear of the merchantmen, and the Concorde to lead.

He likewise sent the Experiment lugger, and also the Thunderer,

to make signals to Lord Bridport's Fleet.

(1795.) On the next day, Captain Kcates, in the Galatea,

who had been directed to proceed into Qniberon Bay, with one of

the chasse marees, joined Sir John Warren, and confirmed the

account. Captain Keatcs had sent a chasse maree express, to

find Lord Bridport's Fleet. The next morning his Lordship

appeared ; and Sir John was then ordered to send down the three

line-of-battle ships that were with him, which was done.

After the action of the 23d of June, and when the enemy's ships

had got between the Isle of Groaix and the main, Sir John War-

ren, having left his convoy to windward under charge of a frigate,

proceeded within a mile and a half of the S.E. point of that Island,

to reconnoitre the position of the enemy. A large French frigate

having been seen coming out of the eastern passage, most probably

\vith the same view, the Pomone engaged her 25 minutes, in the

expectation of cutting away some of her masts : the frigate, how-

ever, having lost her main-yard, veered and returned into port,

it not being possible to intercept her. We have certainly heard

it very strongly reported, that signals were made by some of Sir

John Warren's Squadron, that the remainder of the enemy were

at anchor under Groaix, and had not entered the port of L'Oricnt.

In Lord Bridport's official letter,* these services of Sir John

Warren appear to have been unnoticed.

* The reader will find this letter in our Hid Volume, page Si-It
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We now return to the more immediate object of this biographical

memoir. Sir A. Douglas, on going to the Admiral's ship, after

the action, was received by Lord Bridport at the gangway, and

thanked by him publicly for bringing the French fleet to action,

and thereby retarding their design of getting into L'Orient. And
these sentiments of Lord Bridport, were afterwards supported by

Captain Doraet, on his arrival in tovni, who expressed in very

strong terms his Admiral's sense of Sir A. Douglas's services, of

which he assured his friends, he could not say enough. Much as

we respect Lord Bridport, we must candidly own, with some-of

the first officers in the service, that the tenor of his subse-

quent public letter, after all this, seems at variance with the

general liberality of his conduct. It were surely sounder policy

for a British seaman to commend a brother officer as he deserved,

than to apprehend with cautious coldness, any jealousy which

such liberality might produce. Public praise is food for pro.

fessional valour, and when so justly merited., ought not to

have been withheld. But let us observe what some of the leading

characters in the service thought in this respect.

Admiral Earl Howe, to Captain Sir A. Douglas, dated Porter's Lodge,

June 30, 1795.

" I most cordially partake, my dear Douglas, of the pleasure your
friends receive, in the additional honour you have gained with your com-

panions in service ; and the credit acquired to your ship, as well as repu-

tation to the country at large, by your late action with the Brest Squadron.
" The commendations given you in private, have not yet found their

way, that I have learnt, to the public ear. But be that as it may, I trust

you will not need any other recommendation to the object of your late pur-

suits, than you will have derived from the events of the 23d. I don't

imagine those occurrences will be productive to Bowen of more immediate

advancement, than to the rank he had reason previously to expect ;
uor

consequently that Somerville will derive similar benefit, so speedily, as

both their merits entitle them to, independent of other necessary con-

siderations : though I hope of them, as well as others of their associates in

the ship, that their commendable behaviour will tell in the estimate of their

pretensions, at a later period.
"

I lament most sensibly, the sufferings of those of our brave fellow*

lost and maimed in the action. You have perfectly met my ideas, in the

application of all which my apartments and store-room could furnish, for

the accommodation and comfort of the wounded : and it would be highly

grateful to me, to be assured, that Mr. Coutts's injury may terminal*

. Ctyroiu ol, XXY, 3
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nxire favourably than was apprehended at the writing of your letter. Pro-

vision, I understand, is making for the relief of some of the ships which

have suffered the most in thfiir masts, &c. and I conclude, therefore, thac

our ship will be of that number.
"
Though your officers and men stand not in need of my commendation

in testimony of their meritorious conduct, I cannot refrain from the desire

of having them informed, how truly I respect them for their behaviour :

though with some regret, that I do not profit again, by a share in their

deserved estimation.

"
I need not assure you, I trust, how truly all my family unite in the

entiments with which I am entirely yours,
' HOWE."

" P. S. I understand that both of your lower masts must be shifted:

what think you of having six feet added to the body of each of them, and

three feet to the head, for the better security of the topmast ? And having

two feet reduced in the hoist of these last, when they are necessary to be

changed, and having that quantity added to their heads, for security of the

top-gallant-masts ?"

(1795.) A brother officer of Sir A.Douglas, in writing to

him on the 8th of July, thus expressed himself :

"
Observing that from Lord Bridport's public letter, Lord Howe could

form no idea of the distinguished part taken by the Queen Charlotte in the

late action; and considering that you were in a great measure precluded

from saying much upon the subject, I have taken the opportunity to

let him know my sentiments : which without flattery are, that the Queen

Charlotte was conducted on that day with a degree of gallantry and skill,

not to be surpassed. I know not whether you will be displeased, or other-

wise, at what I have done
; but I thought it only common justice."

Nor was this all : another officer, of high and eminent merit,

finding that the mind of the first Lord, Earl Spencer, had been

warped in some degree respecting the conduct of particular ships,

went at once to that Nobleman, with an integrity that vied with

his own ; finding that Sir A. Douglas could not obtain leave to

come to town, to make his own part good. By the home ques-

tions that were put to him, by Lord Spencer, about batteries,

wind, &c. and his asking why they did not weather them, or work

inside the island with them ? it clearly appeared as if ministers had

understood, that the enemy had fetched directly into Port Louis ;

or that no part of their fleet but those that were cut off, could

have been weathered. Lord Spencer was thus informed That the

enemy had taken their own time in working up inside the island,
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and that many supposed, the want of pilots must have been th

reason why \ve did not do the same.

Sir A. S. Douglas to Sir Andrew Hamond, Comptroller of the Navy, dated

Queen Charlotte, August 19, 1795.

" lam sorry, my dear Uncle, you should have

perceived, that my spirits have flagged, for I really did not mean that it

should appear, even to you. However, rest assured, that although such

may have been the case, I have now entirely got the better of it by reason-

ing with myself. It has cost me a little struggle, I confess, but I feel com-

fort in having been able to determine to hide my chagrin from the world.

When I last sailed, I had the hope of meeting the enemy's fleet, certainly

for the sake of my country : yet I was not so much divested of self, as not

to hope that some good might arise to me, if I conducted myself properly.

Now, (as it is impossible that I can ever be placed in a more honourable,

situation, nor that I can be more handsomely* commended by a commander"

in-chief) that pleasing hope is entirely removed
; and, as a captain, I am to

understand, that nothing can entitle me even to the commendation of the

Admiralty. I will not draw comparisons, for I envy no man, even his good

fortune, nor had I any intention of saying so much as this. But injustice

to myself I wish to convince you, that I do not feel without some cause."

From the same, to the same, dated Portsmouth, August 25, 1795.

" My dear Uncle : As we are likely to sail to-morrow, if the wind he

fair, I shall bid you adieu for the present, wishing you all manner of hap-

piness and prosperity ; and I trust it will not be very long, e'er I have the

pleasure of seeing you again As Admiral Harvey's orders are

sealed, I can say nothing of our destination, which of course you are in the

knowledge of; but if it is to the coast of France, I may say freely to you,
that I have no hope of success : however, time will prove how far I am

right, and therefore I will say no more upon the subject.
" It is not to be conceived how imperfectly' the service is carried on, for

want of a proper communication between the different public boards : inso-

much, that although we are upon the point of sailing, neither the admiral,

general, nor the agent of transports, know the exact force which is to go
with us

;
and there are two emigrant corps at Spithead, about whom no

order has yet been given ;
de Tresor is one, I forget the name of the

other. Admiral Harvey has taken infinite pains, and he really is a clever

man, and a good officer
;

clear in his ideas, and straight forward in his

conduct. General Doyle was to have had 4,000 infantry, instead of which

the drafts intended for that purpose, only make his force amount to 2,000,

and about 3 or 400. The town is filled with emigrants of the first dis-

tinction ; and their situation has caused me sensations which I never before

* Sir A. Douglas here seems to allude to the public praise he received fro

Lord Pridport, on board his flag-ship after the action.
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felt : the mind naturally inclines tovvacd people in distress, and I have on

that account become more acquainted with them, than one ought to be, if

one's own comfort were the only thing to be studied. I fancy I shall have

several of them with me in the Charlotte.

"
Amongst the people who were at Quileron, in the late unfortunate

affair, was the regiment of the Comte de Hector, entirely composed of

officers of the navy. Upwards of eighty of them were made prisoners, and

they have all been executed, that is shot ; amongst them were about 14

admirals. In confidence I may say to you, that I do not think the emi-

grants themselves are very sanguine ; and 1 have my fears that the failure

atQuiberon* has very much damped their ardour : however, it does not

appear outwardly, and Monsieur seems to be very sanguine. The property
of most of the people of consequence is so involved, as to make it difficult

for them to know which way to turn, as I conceive because they all have

property in the West India Islands in our possession, and they appear to

be desirous of securing that, as the only thing they look upon as certain.

Many of them are deep politicians, and they watch the motions of their

country very narrowly. As I am in a subordinate situation, I have only to

obey, which I always do most cheerfully ; but when I am writing to my
friend and father, I impart my ideas without reserve.

" The re-establishment of the monarchy in France, is the only means of

procuring the general tranquillity of Europe. But whether that is to be

brought about by the continuance of the war, or by the internal commo-
tions of France, is not in the power of mortals to divine. If the former

mode is to be pursued, we ought to be most vigorous in our exertions.

'Lc Comte de Serraud is gone to London express, to know whether we are

to wait for two regiments of French cavalry, who are in the Downs. We
expect him early in the morning, and upon that depends our departure.

Ever believe me, your faithful, grateful, and affectionate nephew."

It had long been the wish of Sir A. Douglas's friends, and had

formed a hope which he sometimes indulged in ; that as he had

been captain of the Queen Charlotte, Lord Howe's flag-ship, in

ihe battle of the 1st of Junr, and had rendered such great and

known service in Lord Bridport's action, of June 23, 1795;

government would extend the rank of mere knighthood, (too often

* Which unfortunate event took place in consequence of the treachery of the

men in D'Hervilly's regiment, after he was wounded, and the arrangement that

had been made between them and General Hoche. The whole piquet guard of

that corps having gone over with the parole and countersign of the emigrants,

and after being introduced into the fort, fired upon the loyal part of the troops,

and their own officers. This proceeded from a system which the French, since

ihe Revolution, have practised upon all occasions in every country in Europe j

and by tliis moile, and large sums of money, they have succeeded on most occa-

sions, more than by military skill, or native valour. A truth that is not yet suffi-

cicntlv known, or believed, even in this country. We begin, however,

Vod, to open our eyes a little in this respect.
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given indiscriminately to be valued as it ought) to that of a baro.

net. A reference to the list of baronets, will shew some names
that were created at that time, whose claims were certainly not

superior to that of an eminent naval officer, already kuighted by
his Sovereign, and standing deservedly high in his Majesty's opi,
nion. The tide did not, however, lead on to this distinction ; and

although Lord Spencer, as first Lord of the Admiralty, declared

himself to be of that opinion ;
he thus concluded the letter* which,

he felt it to be his duty to write on this subject to the Comptroller
of the Navy :

" I shall say no more about it at present, except

repeating, That I have so high an opinion of your nephew's -merit,

that whenever an opportunity offers, when I can with propriety

press for any thing in his favour, it will give me a great deal of

pleasure, to contribute towards the gratification of any wish he

may have formed of distinction or advancement."

The following is the answer which this great and lamented

officer wrote in consequence to Sir A. Hamond, dated Portsmouth^
June 14th, 1796 :

"
My dear Uncle : I must begin my letter, by thanking you most sin-

cerely for your kind conduct towards me, just as much as if you had suc-

ceeded, by inducing Lord Spencer to confer upon me the distinction of a

baronet
;
and the sensation I feel for your having done so, is indescribably

grateful to my mind. I have said so much already upon the subject of mj
pretensions, that I will say no more of that kind, but have done with it for

ever ; feeling, however, perfectly satisfied in ray own miud, that what I

have looked for, and what you had the kindness to ask for me, could not

have been considered as a. Prostitution ('tis a word of my own) of the

favours of government. And I am also certain, I could convince the whole

\vorld, by an explanation, that I have been treated extremely ill by all those

people who pretended to be my friends. Now then 1 have clone, and

never again will mention the subject. Assuring you, that I have too much

of the spirit of a man, to let it affect me for a moment ; on the contrary,

I shall really go to sea in better spirits ; as I am more perfectly convinced,

that true happiness is only to be derived from the state of one's own mind.

I could add a great deal more, but to say the truth, I am in mnch pain, and

it is taking up your time. There is a promise that you must make me, in

the first place, as the greatest favour you can possibly confer. Never to

mention this subject again to Lord Spencer, nor to suffer yourself to be

drawn into conversation upon it I bog this particularly: And, in the

next place, that you will not in the slightest manner allow it to interfere

* Dated Bath, June 12th, 1796.
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with the good understanding and harmony that ought to subsist between

you both, and which, for your own comfort, I trust and hope you will not

tail to cultivate for I cannot bear the idea of your feeling all that you

have done, for some time past. You will naturally give your opinion upon
the public service, as you always have done, like an honest man : if your
advice is not followed, you should not for that make yourself uneasy, and

if it is not asked, you have the less to answer for. A truce for the future

with honours and distinctions. And now let me tell you, what you will be

sorry to hear I have been extremely ill : all apprehension, however, is

removed, and I am now Betting better very fast the pain will leave me
to day, and then I shall be ai well as ever. Our love and affection to yoa

pud yours. Keep your mind at ease, and continue to go right forward."

(1706.) Somewhat previous to the date of this letter, Sir A.

Douglas had received intimation from Lord Howe, that the Admi-

ralty, on the 6th of June, had informed him, he was no longer

to consider the Queen Charlotte as under his lordship's command.

"
It will give you, dear Sir Andrew," added the noble admiral,

" a

opportunity of trying your ship after the alteration in her masts
j

aird

I shall have much pleasure in receiving an advantageous report of her pro-

ficiency. Farther gratifications to the credit of your exertions are hardly
to be expected : That is to say, that little opportunity for more brilliant

services is likely to happen on such occasions. Yours, ever,

HOWE."

During the summer of 1796, Sir A. S. Douglas endeavoured to

restore his jaded health, and to alleviate the continued pain in his

head, from the wound which he had received on the 1st of June,

by occasional visits to an intimate friend, Mr. Lindegreen, who

lived at Widley, near Portsmouth ; and from his house the follow-

ing valuable letters are dated, which contain the senlimcnts of Sir

A. S. Douglas, respecting the best mode of securing this country

from INVASION BY THE FRENCH.

To Sir A. Hamond, Bart. Comptroller of ihe Nary, dated August 26, 1796.

" It is impossible to form an exact plan for the defence

of this country, placed as I am here, without an effectual list of ships, and

Inll the various circumstances necessary to be known, in order to form a

heck for every place, whence the enemy may be likely to attack you. But

furnished with tiicsc, I re illy think the mode of defence very practicable.

However, there ;ire so many tilings to be taken into consideration, that it is

impossible to speak properly upon the subject in a letter; tor by doing so,

onf cannot help committing oneself, so as to have one's judgment called in

[nestion. When you. return to town, I will take a run up to you, if my
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ship does not arrive in the meantime
; and then, with all the circumstance!

before me, a much better opinion maybe given, and I will turn the matter

over in my mind. My knowledge of the Channel will certainly be of use in

the formation of my judgment. I like your plan very much ; for we must
not wait at home, but go and take the enemy by the beard. Our all is at

stake, and he that will not play deep for that, deserves to lose it. We
must make a frigate equal to a ship of the line, or at least fancy her so;
and by strong unanimity, and God's assistance, I have little apprehension.
" I wish I could convince Lord Spencer, how very strongly desirous I ara

of being made useful in these arduous times. My ambition soars far above

the simple command of a liue-of-battle ship; and as I have turned my
thoughts a good deal towards my profession, I have vanity enough to think

I could be of real use, from the experience I have had, if an opportunity
were given me to become so. In short, I care not how I am employed, so

that I can be useful.

" I will take all the efficient ships, and place them as I think they ought
to be ; and you shall hear from me again, when I have satisfied myself. ...

....I mean just to shew myself once more to Lord Spencer, before I

resume the command of the Charlotte. God bless you, my dear Uncle.

P.S. In the present instance, I should begin by assembling every line-of-

battle ship, except the North Sea ships, at Spithead and Plymouth perhaps

indeed all at the former, and every ship fit to carry guns, ought to be put
into commission Gun-boats are nonsense upon our coast; they swallow up

your men and are of no service. Does Lord Howe come forth again ?

From the same to the same.

u I approve entirely of your plan as far as it goes : but there are so many
circumstances necessary to be attended to in the distribution of our force

/or the defence of the country, that I confess myself at a loss to arrange

my ideas properly, without knowing ihe extent of the means so to bo

employed : for in forming this plan, great attention must be had to the

quantum of land forces in the country, able to make a stand against the

enemy upon different parts of the const, where we are most vulnerable.

The prevalent winds must also be taken into consideration, and the state

of the enemy's posts opposite to us (those you know in the Channel I

visited with an eye to the very thing that is now likely to happen) and how-

far they are capable of containing a sufficient number of vessels, to carry

men enough to make a descent. Upon the whole I am inclined to imagine,

thnt if they do make an attempt, Ireland will be their object, for many rea-

sons ;
and that makes it the more dim'cu't to form a plan of defence : for,

if you attend to Ireland by sea, you will leave this country open ;
and we

are not to suppose, that the enemy will collect their troops all in one

place at least we ought to he prepared against a different conduct. One

ruaxim in war, is to distract your opponent as much as possible : And,

with that idea, they will collect, perhaps at Brest, a large body of men, for

the purpose of drawing your attention that way, \\hen their force may sail

from one of the ports in the Bay : for they have so many troops, that it
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would be a very easy thing for them to collect a body in three or four

places, by way of dividing our attention. If, therefore, an invasion bv the

French be seriously thought of in this country, we ought to be as serious

in our preparation to meet it, and that with all possible despatch.
" The first and greatest object, ought to be the collecting as large and

respectable a fleet, as possible, immediately; and that fleet, when collected,

must be used with infinite caution not be sent to sea but upon the best

intelligence, and be always kept perfectly ready, with every person on

board, to proceed in a moment. For it is to be recollected, that if you
cannot muster two fleets, each equal to the one with which the enemy
mean to cover their landing, an advantage will in all probability be taken,

of the return of your fleet into port.
" After this fleet is collected, if the movements of the enemy make it

necessary to be detnched, you can do so : Its station should not be fixed,

but it should move occasionally from Portsmouth to Torbay, and Plymouth ;

but it never should be sent out of the Channel, except for a good reason.

A chain of frigates should be also formed along the enemy's coast far a

look-out, under the strongest injunctions to continue upon their stations

until relic-ced, unless absolutely obliged to do otherwise*

" When the wind is easterly, then send your fleet off Brest, if the

enemy's ships are there; but let it always return immediately as soon as

the wind changes. Yet beware of remaining in Torbay, until caught by an

easterly wind, for make an occasional anchoring place of it you must ;
if

you do thus remain there, the enemy may come out, and act as they

please.
" This is the general disposition I would make of our naval force, vary-

ing it as occasion might require. Large magazines of provisions ought to

be collected at Plymouth, Torbay, and Portsmouth, for the fleet ;
and in

addition to the military force necessary for the place, I would have a flying

camp of 5,000 men each, at Plymouth, and at Portsmouth
;

for the pur-

pose of being embarked instantly, and transported to any part of the coast

in frigates,
in order to save a tedious march, and to be a speedy means of

augmenting our land force wherever the enemy might menace an invasion :

and these two camps should be always ready for embarkation. With

these precautions, taking care to keep your fleet superior, the enemy might

perhaps get a few men on shore somewhere
;

but you would always be

so close upon their heels, as to prevent any reinforcement or artillery

getting to them.

" There are many other things that would possibly occur, if I had the

plans and state of our force, with maps and descriptions of the two

countries before me. But I have given you the general outline of my
ideas, as an honest man ;

and I have so much faith in the success time

would attend it, as to pledge my life upon the eveut, which I am sure

would be the safety of the country.
" I would besides recommend many fire-vessels to be prepared and

distributed upon different parts of our coast, ready to be sent wherever

they might be wanted
;
and such of them, as were fast sailing vessels,
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should cruise with our frigates on the enemy's coast. Upon such an occa-

sion, we cannot stand on trifles, and ships that are cruising must not come
into port for every slight accident. \Ve all know, that three months stores

may serve for twelve, with care and attention, unless a ship be dismasted,
or some other unforeseen accident should happen to her. The officers of a
fleet on which so much depends, must show great examples of conduct to

the seamen. We should let the world see, that our energy cncreases with

our danger; and that, by God's help, we will prove ourselves at sea equal
to at least double our numbers.

"
All Frenchmen should be sent from the sea coast to some inland

situation, and the utmost vigilance must be exerted in the care of our

dock-yards.

From the same, to the same.

" In addition to what I sent you, my dear Uncle, just now, there are

some things that have struck me, which I wished to reserve for a separate
letter. Have we not, for the present, lost all our Mediterranean trade ;

and shall we not, whenever a peace takes pla,ce, be on a footing respecting

that commerce, with other nations ? If so, why do we keep possession of

Corsica, at the expense of such a fleet as we have there ? I should not

hesitate in ordering it to be abandoned strengthen the garrison of Gibraltar

with the troops, and let the fleet come home. We could then keep the

enemy off, and secure our foreign possessions , which we cannot so de-

cidedly do at present.! have only proposed a means of defence for t/iis

country : but suppose if the Spaniards, who have just sailed, should be

gone to Jamaica you cannot in your present state, detach any force after

them : And what good do we obtain by keeping possession of Corsica ? It

is of no use to our commerce, because the French by the ascendancy they

have, can shut all the Italian and Spanish ports against us.

" I have only to repeat to you, how much I regret, in this age of enter-

prise, that I am only able to be of service to my country, as a private

captain it really lies heavy on my mind. You see I do not hesitate to tell

you all I think, and all I wish
; because I know you wijl not imagine

that I mean to be importunate. I open my whole heart without reserve :

but I really cannot bear to be of so little use at this time. I arn ready to

undertake any thing upon the enemy's coast, I care not what, that may be

thought adviscable. I have done, as you know, all in my power; and must

sit down as easy as I can, under my disappointment, at not being aMe to

do more."

From the same, to the same, dated Widley, Sunday, August 231 h, 1796.

" My dear Uncle : By writing to you so often, I do not mean to oppress

you with business, or to take up your time unnecessarily: You are there-

fore, in these letters, only to fancy that I am conversing with you ; and

that jon need not reply, unless you should find yourself so inclined, and

have nothing else to do. My mind is a little anxious for the welfare of my

. tfjiron. 01 or. XXV. 3 c
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country, just at this moment, and I sincerely pray, That the Almighty God
will allow wisdom to guide our councils, and that he will strengthen our

arms to meet our enemies.

"
I am keeping myself in readiness to join my ship upon her arrival. A

journey to Plymouth will not be very convenient, but necessity has no law.

I have, I\hope, at all times been zealous ; but, at this moment, I feel a

degree of enthusiastic zeal, which I hope will fill the mind of every English-

manand the limited use that can be made of it by me, in a single ship,

shall not be wanting.
" The more I reflect upon the plan I sent you for the defence of this

country, the more I am convinced it is the only one that can insure our

safety, and also insure our commerce; which may still be carried on, and

the nature of cur country will not admit of its being stopped. But we

ought to have good sense enough to concentrate our force abroad, as well ai

at home ;
to secure those foreign possessions which are necessary ; and

immediately to get rid of those that are good for nothing, but in appear-

ance ;
and which, by dividing our force, prevent it from being any where

respectable.
" I may be wrong; but I cannot help thinking that the task of providing

for our security, is not difficult, if we proceed with vigour and with wisdom.

Don't laugh ai me for having presumption enough to say, that if I were left

to myself, 48 hours should not elapse without a plan being formed, upon
which we might say to the enemy, Ifyou will not make peace with us upon

just and honourable terms, zee will die by the determination tte have made ;

and, by God's help, we defy you.
1'

Notwithstanding the energy and vigour of this great seaman's

mind, as apparent in these extracts from his private and confiden-

tial letters, he was at that time suffering the most acute and

increasing pain in his head, from the wound he had received on the

1st of June, 1794; and his days in consequence of it began to

draw towards a close. The effects of this wound long baffled the

experience and solicitude of the medical men who attended him ;

and like all complaints, whose latent cause cannot be discovered

by the imperfect ken of human penetration, the general term of

nepvous had too hastily been given to the mortal effects, which the

severe contusion had produced. Yet neither himself, nor any of his

friends, imagined fora long time any immediate danger.
" Let me

assure you," said he, in writing from Widley to Lady Hamond,
" let me assure you, upon my faith, that there is not the smallest

occasion to be under any apprehension about my speedy and most

perfect recovery ; and I do not speak in the least more favourably

.than I ought to do. My constitution has undergone, as it appears
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to me, a perfect revolution, and I have not the smallest doubt of

cojoying better health than I have ever done. For God's sake

take care of my Uncle I hope in a very few days to report

myself fit for service. I am as retired here as a hermit, and in all

respects am very comfortably situated. P.S. To say the truth, I

had not an idea that I -was so far down the hill, as I found to be

the case when I came on shore: but then you are to recollect, that

I had been very ill three weeks before that, and perhaps the crisis

of the disorder happened at St. Helen's."

With these delusive ideas of the state of his health, this resolute

and zealous servant of his King and Country, was induced to return.

to the command of his old ship, the Queen Charlotte ; which at

the close of the year appears to have been attached to the flag of

Admiral Thompson. We remember him, in the month of Novem-

ber, 1796, ,at Plymouth, adding to the sociable circle of naval

officers who often met at the house of Admiral Creyke,* the wor-

thy governor of the naval hospital at that port. Many of Sir

Andrew's friends then appeared to think, that his recovery from,

the painful effects of his wound was impossible.

On the 20th of January, in the ensuing year, 1797, Mr. White,

surgeon of the Royal William, at Spithead, reported the declining

state of Sir Andrew Douglas's health to his Uncle, and recom-

mended change of scene ; with every caution to be observed, to

avoid any thing that might agitate a mind too susceptible of slight

impressions, and a constitution already in much too irritable a

state. Tic in consequence of this was removed to a villa of Sir

Andrew Hamond's, at Fulham. Where, after the severest suffer-

ings, which he bore with all the fortitude and resignation of

a Christian, he expired on the 4th day of June, 1797. Having

just outlived the third anniversary of a proud day for his country,

and also for the enemy. Since amongst those brave Englishmen

who were then mortally wounded, they can emblazon to our lasting

regret, the revered and regretted name of Sir Andrew Snape

Douglas. He was buried in a tombt in the church-yard at

* This officer was a midshipman with Byron, in his voyage round the world,

and has a son in the service, who is a post captain.

f Sse frontispiece to our Xllth Volume.
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Fulham, remarkable for its simplicity and beauty ; as if it were to

display more fully the character of the warrior whose ashes it

contains.

" Remembrance oft shall haunt the shore,

When THAMES in summer wreaths is drcst,

And oft suspend the dashing oar,

To hid his gentle spirit rest." COLLINS.

Previous to its sepulture, the body had been opened ;
when the

following report was made by the attending physician and surgeons,

June 6th, 1797.

" There was found in the brain, between what anatomists call tho

Cerebrum and Cerebellum, towards the back part of the head, and a little

towards the right side, a tumor of a firm consistence, and of the shape and

size of a nutmeg. It was placed where the pineal gland naturally lies.

There were about three ounces of water found in the ventricles of the

brain, which is considerably more than what is found in the sound aud

natural state. The skull was prctcrnaturally thick and hard. We consider

the tumor as the original and principal cause of the severe pains felt in

the head, and finally of his death. The other diseased appearances most

probably proceeded from this. Some portions of the lungs were in an

unsound stale, and might in time have proved the source of disease.

(Signed)
"

J. HUNTER.
GIL. BLANK.
JAMES EAllLE*

Dr. Blanc added in a private letter

" You may remember I mentioned all the appearances we saw, as likely

to be found, except the tumor, which is a very rare occurrence."

Admiral E<irl Howe, K.G. to Sir Andrew Hamond, Barl. dated Grafton-

street, June 5rh, 1 7-97.

" Dear Sir : The information you gave me, when you last did me the

favour to call, had prepared me for the so much to be lamented event,

communicated in your letter received this mornin;:. Yon regret yowr

friend's decease, as a relation, as well as for those qualities which render

him a great public loss : The relationship excepted, our sensation* ore

very similar ; and I wish it was in my power to mitigate the sufferings of

his nearest connections. I will only add, that I trust the distinguished

good sense, amiable character, and exemplary conduct of I/idy DoOghts,*

* Sir A. S. Douglas married in 1782, JMiss Ann Burgess, of New York, still

living, by whom he bud two daughters and a son. 1. Ann H;.;aon 1 Doughsr

married to Sir George Iknvyer, of Kutlley, Bcrl.shire. '.'. Harnet, unmarried..

3. Andrew Snapc Douglas, now Secretary of Legation at the Court of Palermo.

An excellent portrait of Sir Andrew is rathe possession of his amiable wife, whosa

conduct since litr lamented husband's death, lias well supported the trust,

the veteran Earl IJwwe reposed on he: amuible charaoter.
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whilst slie continued to be a wife, will operate equally to her own honour,
and benefit of her children, as a mother.

" I am, Sir, your most faithful servant,

" HOWE."

In addition to the inscription on the tomb in Fnlham church-

yard, which appeared in our Xllth Volume, (page 481) written

by Mr. George Rose, then Secretary of the Treasury ; we have

now to subjoin an affectionate testimony which correctly traces the

public and private character of Sir A. S. Douglas. It appeared ia

the Morning Herald, and was composed by an old post captain,
said to be Captain Hay :

On Sunday, June 4, 1797, after an agonizing illness, which he bore
with a fortitude that exemplified an unshaken confidence in his God, died
in the 35th year of his age, Sir Andrew Snape Douglas, nephew to Sir

-Andrew Snape Hamond, Bart. He was late captain of H.M.S. Queen.

Charlotte, and Colonel of Marines. As an officer in his Majesty's navy,
few have ever equalled him

;
and for activity and courage none have sur-

passed him. His career of glory was therefore brilliant, though his life was
short. No name stands higher in the list of fame no name has been more

justly celebrated for acts of heroism on the memorable first of June.

Severely wounded on that day in the head, he scorned to leave his station

beyond the moment that was necessary to stop the flow of blood : but he
exerted nature almost beyond her powers.

" On the victorious twenty-third of June, 1795. when no ships were in a

situation to support him, but the Irresistible and Orion ;
undaunted by the

heavy fire of nine sail of the enemy's fleet, he boldly arrested their flight,

at the very mouth of L'Orient : and to his intrepidity, and perseverance^

England stands chiefly indebted for the capture of three ships of the line.

" His benevolence as a man equalled his gallantry as an officer, and he

proved on all occasions, a father to those whom he commanded. He was

a true Christian, a dutiful son, an affectionate brother, a tender and faith-

ful husband, a most indulgent parent, and a warm, generous, and firm

friend. As a patriot and a public character, his death, particularly at tins

momentous criiis,* is a loss which cannot but be painfully regretted.

" But who can speak the deep and lasting sorrows to which his family

and friends are now devoted ! Here, alas, words are useless. Draw thea

ihe mournful veil, and,
' LET EXPRESSIVE SILENCE MUSE HIS PRAISE.' "

*** Mr. William Douglas, father to Sir Andrew, was distantly-

related to the Marquis Douglas, and bore the same arms. The

regard which the King retained for the memory of this lamented

*
During his painful illness the mutiny in the fleet broke out.
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officer, is exemplified by the following anecdote : His Majesty

having often inquired, whether it were possible for him to have a

bust of Sir A. S. Douglas, his Uncle carried one to the Queen's

House, and placed it on a Sunday, in one of the rooms through

which the Royal Family were to pass, on their return from the

Chapel. The King immediately recognized the well known

features of his faithful servant, and in a manner that did the highest

honour to his feelings. Having shewn the bust to all his family, his

Majesty then took it ia his own hands, and placed it over one of

his book cases, where it still remains.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

MANTES IN GURGITE VASTO.

KZISON'S MONUMENT IN GUILDHALL.

THIS
splendid tribute of the British metropolis, which was originally

intended to be opened on the Lord Mayor's day of 1810, was not

exhibited to the public view, till Saturday, the 27th of April, 181 1.

The entire monument is executed in marble, by a young and hitherto

unknown artist, of the name of SMITH ; who, having given in his model,

at the time when the other artists vied with each other to produce speci-

mens of their genius, was surprised to find, that his unpatrouised merit was

thus nobly rewarded and preferred. This effort of sculptorial art is so

placed as to correspond with the monument of Lord Chatham ; and as the

inscription on the Jatter was composed by Mr. Burke, the City applied to

Mr. Sheridan, then Treasurer of the Navy, to write that which now com-

memorates the exploits and character of Nelson.

The group consists of three figures Britannia weeping over a Bust of

NELSON the City recording his brilliant Victories and Neptune leaning

on a Dolphin. The base contains in basso relieve the battle of Trafalgar,

with Lord COLLINGWOOD'S ship in the state it remained after the action.

A seaman is placed at full length on each side the base, displaying the im-

plements of war and navigation.

At the top of a pyramid, or obelisk, the name of Nelson is inscribed

within a wreath of oak, allusive to his patriotism : beneath, the names of

his most famous achievements are recorded by the City of London, who,
with the mural crown on her head, has just put the la=t letter to the word
" TRAFALGAR." On the left hand of the beholder, Britannia, surrounded

with her usual attributes, is represented sitting, and mournfully musing
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upon a medallion, bearing the likeness and name of the departed hero.

On tlie foreground, a sigcintic figure of Neptune, lying down, the right

hand elevated, and in tlie attitude of sudden astonishment, seems to wit-

ness, at a distance, the glorious, but dearly bought, victory, which closed

the wonderful career of Nelson. On the base of the Cenotaph, between

two small niches, each containing, in demi-relievo, the figure of a sailor, as

aforesaid, of excellent workmanship ; is a tablet ready to receive the

inscription ;
and beneath, in a bold and well-executed bas relief, the Bat-

tle of Trafalgar. The accompaniments are so aptly disposed, and so

appropriate, that the whole can justly boast of a noble and elegant

appearance.

The reclining statue of Neptune is beautifully and classically executed;
his attitude easy, and truly expressive of surprise and deeply-felt concern :

it breathes the antique, throughout grace, simplicity, and strength, unite in

'the anatomical composition of the body; and the sullen majesty of his

brows recalls to our mind the ITon<3y Iy8<r<y6 of Homer, and the "
spi-

rantia signa" of Virgil. Yet, after all, this figure remains unconnected

with the rest, and, as if placed there merely for a temporary exhibition,

seems to await the order of its removal. Britannia, and her noble Lion, do

great credit to the artist, for truth and purity of execution ; but her attitude

offers nothing new nothing striking. The attitude of the City of London

is stiff and awkward, and the position ill-conceived and ill-chosen. She

stands erect, on tiptoe, to reach the last letter of "
Trafalgar." How did

she, then, write the words above ? However, this is trifling, but the most

objectionable point is, the similarity of this figure with that on the monu-

ment on the other side. In both it is the same allegory ; both figures

stand on the same side of the jjroup, and both turn, uncivilly, their long

backs to the spectators.

The inscription, from the classical pen of Sheridan, as already men-

tioned, is as follows :

TO

HORATIO, VISCOUNT AND BARON NELSON,
Vice-admiral of the White, and Knight of the Most Honourable Order

oftht Bath.

A MAN amongst the few, who appear,

At different periods, to have been created

To promote the grandeur, and add to the security of nations,

Inciting by their high example their fellow-mortals,

Through all succeeding times, to pursue the course

That leads to the exaltation of our imperfect nature.

PROVIDENCE,
That implantc-d in Nelson's breast an ardent passion for renown,

As bounteously endowed him with the transcendant talent*

Necessary to the great purposes

lie was destined to accomplish*.
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At an early period of life

He entered into the Xaval Service of his Country ;

And early were the instances which marked

The fearless nature and enterprise of his character ;

Uniting to the loftiest spirit, and the justest title to self-confideac ,

A strict and humble obedience to

The sovereign rule of discipline and subordination.

RISING by due gradation to command,
He infused into the bosoms of those he led

The valorous ardour and enthusiastic zeal

Tor the Service of his King and Country
Which animated his own ;

And while He acquired the love of all,

By the sweetness and moderation of his temper,

He inspired a universal confidence

IB the never-failing resources of his capacious mind.

It will be for History to relate

The many great, exploits, through which,

Solicitous of peril, and regardless of wounds,
He became the Glory of his Profession :

But it belongs to this brief record of his illustrious career

To say, that he commanded and conquered
At the Battles of the NILE and COPENHAGEN :

Victories never before equalled,

Yet afterwards surpassed by his own last achievement,

The BATTLE of TRAFALGAR !

Fought on the 21st of October, in the year 1805.

OK THAT DAY, before the conclusion of the Action,
He fell, mortally wounded ;

But the sources of life and sense failed not until it was known to hiia,

That the destruction of the enemy being completed,

The glory of his country and his own had attained their summit.

Then, laying his hand on his brave heart,

With a look of exalted resignation to the will

Of the Supreme Disposer of the Fate of Man and Nations,

HE EXPIRED.

The LOAD MAYOR, ALDERMEN, and COMMON Couxciz. of the CITY of

LONDON,
Have caused this Monument to be erected ;

Not in the presumptuous hope of sustaining the departed Hero's Memory,
But to manifest their estimation of the Man,

And their admiration of his deeds.

This testimony of their gratitude,

They trust, will remain as long

As their own renowned City shall exist.

The period to

NELSON'S FAME
Can only be

THE END OF TIME !
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AFFAIR OT HONOUR,

Portsmouth, March 15, 1811.

A MEETING took place this morning, between Captain Clarkson and
Mr. Grant, in consequence of Mr. Grant's having as soon as possible after

his arrival at Spiihead, demanded satisfaction of Captain C. for the contra-

diction published under Captain C.'s name, in the Hampshire Telegraph of

the 9th of March, to Mr. G.'s statement of the conversation which passed
between Captain C. and him. After exchanging four shots each without

effect, on the interference of the seconds, it was their opinion, as well as

that both of Captaia C. and Mr. G. that a mutual misunderstanding must

have taken place relative to the conversation which took place between

Captain C. and Mr. G. in July last
( 1810.)

(Signed; JOHN GRANT.
ROBERT CLARKSON.
THO. JOHNSON.
J.W.SINCLAIR.

i

HIGH TIDES.

THE tide rose higher at Swansea on the 25th of March last, than has

been known for many years : a boy and girl were washed off the pier, but

neither received any material injurv. The majestic rolling of the sea

attracted crowds upon the beach. On the same day the tide rose to an

unusual height at Bristol, and many of the low lands were completely

flooded. In the neighbourhood of Purton, Gloucestershire, considerable

damage was done to the wheat by the overflow of the water.

HYDRAULIC ARCHITECTURE.

Ayr, April 4.

THE Trustees on the Act of Parliament for the harbour of Saltcoats. have

contracted with builders to extend the breadth of the breast leading to the

pier, by taking back the long sea wall 50 feet, and also that of the pier 20

feet, to be finished this summer. This, together with deepening and extend-

ing the bounds belonging to the harbour, which the Act empowers them to

do, will make it a spacious harbour, not only for the vessels in the coal

trade, but also for ships in other branches of home and foreign trade, from

its well known safety of entrance, and sailing from ; being situated upon a

projecting point into the sea, that vessels with ease can warp out to the

warping anchor, and set sail upon either tack with the wind in shore, if so

moderate that they can carry sail.

ACCIDENT ON BOARB THE PARTHIAJf.

WHILE II. M.'s brig Parthian, Captaiu Hon. Henry Dawson, was cruising

Inst summer off the island of Heligoland, Captain Dawson one day gave

orders to beat to quarters, and afterwards to overhaul the priming uf the

ol. XXV. 2
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guns, which had been run in and secured, fore and aft, as is usual in the

servire, when in expectation of bad weather. One of the officers was

standing on the aftermost gun, in the execution of his duty ; when, unfor-

tunately, in leaping from it, his leg was entangled in the lanyard of the

lock
;

in consequence of which, that gun, and the others on the same side,

went off, aNd killed the boatswain, Serjeant of marines, and one man ; and

tvoimdjed the purser, and IAO others, besides dainoging the brig so con-

siderably, as to oblige her to return into port. Fortunately, the men had

been ordered to the opposiie side the instant before, or the execution would

have been still more dreadful.

CAPTAIN BAGNOLD'S NEW GUN A\D CARRIAGE.

THE Society for tbr Encouragement of Arts have voted an honorary

medal to Captain T. M. Bagnold, of the royal marines, forhis invention of a

gun and carriage, for the purpose of clearing the enemy's tops of marksmen
in close action.

I

ILLNESS OP THE ST. CEOUGE's CREW.

His Majesty's ship Dolphin having lately arrived at Portsmouth, from

Lisbon, with French prisoners, a party of hands were sent from H.M.S. St.-

George, to assist in getting her up the harbour. On the same day, nearly
one hundred of the St. George's ship's company were taken ill with a vio-

lent fever ; in consequence of which the Alceste hulk was cleared for their

reception ;
and the sick, which by this time had increased to an alarming

decree, were removed. Through the persevering attention and salutary

measures which were adopted by Doctor Hughes, of that ship, they were

speedily restored to convalescence.

What renders this circumstance worthy of remark, is, that not one of ihe

party who were sent on board the Dolphin was in the least affected.

COMMODORE HAMEL1N*S DESCENT ON T.-il'PANOOLV.

THE subjoined article, copied from a Bombay newspaper, of December,

1800, throws some additional light upon the French Commodore Ilanitlin's

descent upon Tappnnooly, alluded to at page 198 r

" TVie arrival of a small vessel from the west coast of Sumatra has at

IcMi^th brought uk some correct information relative to the descent on Tap-

jianooiy.
We have received variou?, and very ample documents on the,

subject ;
but our limited time will permit us to present our readers with iv

part i nly of their contents, in this day's publication. We are concerned

ti> -oy, that they fully confirm every circumstance stated in our first advices,

with aggravation*, which, were they not substantiated bv the* most unques-
tionable authority, we should have been slow to credit, and that they prove
the contrary s^sc i ti.ms propagated at Madras by the people of the Creole,

to have been utterly filse.

" It was by this very corvette, the Creole, that all the mischief was

effected. She was sent in by M. H:imelin, commodore of the French
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squadron, to plunder Tappanooly ; and landed her people on the bland,
on the llth of October. They remained there until the 21st

; and, during
the interval, destroyed every vestige of property, whether public or private,
*t the settlement. The house of Mr. Prince, the Resident, and every thing
valuable belonging to him, (not excepting his books and papers) they com-
mitted to the flames. They destroyed the fort and guns, burned the

town, and, in short, did not leave a single hut standing on the island.

" Mr, Prince himself happened at this time to be at Fort Marlborough ;

and received the first intelligence of the destruction of his property, while

at Padang, on his return to Tappanooly. Hie assistant, Mr. Hayes, who
had been left in charge of the Residency, was treated by the Frenchmen

with the most brutal inhumanity, and has been carried away in one of the

frigates, as a prisoner of war, to the Isle of France. It appears, that the

enemy had conceived an idea, that the place contained a prodigious trea-

sure, in gold and other specie ; and nothing that could be said or done,
would convince them to the contrary. They accused Mr. Ilayu* of having
secreted this property; and made the accusation a pretext for the tyranny
of their subsequent conduct. For five days together, while they were ran-

sacking the settlement, he was detained on board in close confinement
;

not permitted to go to the office, in order to arrange or preserve the papers;
denied the use of clean clothes; and kept even under apprehensions for his

life, which they actually threatened to take away, on the first alarm that

might be excited by the Malays.
" At Tappanooly, the French found a vessel named the Friendship, (the

property, we believe, of a gentleman at Sumatra) laden with a valuable

and select cargo from the coast. She had arrived there on the 2d instant,

and fell, with the settlement, iiito the hands of the enemy. The block and

cargo of the Friendship are insured, we believe, in Calcutta, for 32,000

rupees.

"After completing their work of destruction, the frigates stood away from

the coast to the northward ; having first put their prisoners on board a

small captured vessel, (the Lady William Bentinck) and sent her with them

to Padang.
" Besides the Lady Bentinck, (which belongs, we believe, to Madras)

the Orient of this port, chartered by government for the public service,

together with a small vessel named the Minto, had previously been cap-
tured off the west coast by the same squadron. The brig Favourite, Cup-
tain Gillespie, reached Tappanooly, from hence, on the 1st of November ;

fortunately, a week too late for the fate which she must otherwise have

met. She proceeded from thence to Pauang, where si;c was left all well

on the l?th of the same month."

BUONAPARTE'S LUCKY ESCAPE.

LAST summer, a story was generally circulated throughout the North

Sea fleet, that Buonaparte, with several of his general othceis, and the

commander of the fltet at Antwerp, had nearly been captured, w hen on aa
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aquatic excursion near Flushing, with the Empiess, by H. M. S. tfymphen,

Captain Maxwell. The Nyraphen, it was stated, fired several shot at the

yacht in which Buonaparte had embarked.

The King of Denmark had also a narrow escape from us. The sloop in

which he was taking a passage to Keil, in Holste n, where her Majesty the

Queen resides, was boarded by an English man of war, in the Belt ; hut

esteeming her of no value, she was allowed to pass. His Majesty con-

cealed himself below, where, unfortunately, the lieutenant did not go.

This story is related on the credit of a Correspondent.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR< EDITOR,

A S one of your old friends and correspondents, I have much pleasure in

**
forwarding to you the enclosed documents, which, 1 flatter myself, will

be regarded as an acceptable communication, amongst your
" Letters on

Service," which, from caprice, or other motives, may not have been pub-

lished in the London Gazette. The naval profession is already much

indebted for your exertions in this department; to which, in immediate

justice to the parties concerned, and for the aid of the future historian, I

conceive it to be the duty of every one, who has it in his power, to

contribute.

The first of the subjoined papers is a letter from Commodore Owen to

Admiral Douglas, recording the particulars of an action with a part of the

Boulogne flotilla, in the year 1805. Its insertion will render an act of jus-

lice to a gallant and deserving officer, (Captain Keith Maxwell) lately

ycilhdraunj'rom active nervier,* who evidently had the honour of bearing a

distinguished part in the action. You will perceive the handsome notice

with which the commodore honoured this officer's ship (the Arab) ; and it

may not be amiss to add, as a circumstance highly flattering to the Arab's

conduct, in the action, that, on the following day, she received three cheers

from the commodore's ship, after the ceremony of burying their dead,

which was performed by the Immortalite and herself, standing out to sea

for th.it purpose. C oinmodore Owen's letter also very handsomely com-

*
Captain Maxwell (then a lieutenant) is particularly known as the officer who

cut the French national ship, la Chevrette, out of Camaret Bay, on the 22d of

Jaty, 1S01. (Vide NATAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VII. pages 216 and 319). For

1m extraordinary skill and gallantry, display*
1 d upon this occasion, Earl St. Vin-

cent, as soon is he became acquainted with ihe facts, promoted Lieutenant Max-
well to the rank of master and commander.
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municates the fall of a brave and excellent officer (Lieutenant Marshal)
who fell close to the Arab.

The succeeding papers consist of a letter from Captain Maxwell, to the

Patriotic Fund, stating the good conduct of Mr. Mansel and three seamen,

who, at the imminent risk of their lives, threw a shell overboard, which

fell into the Arab during the engagement; of a letter from the Secretary of

the Patriotic Fund, in answer to the preceding; and of another letter, from

the same, inclosing certain resolutions of the Fund, for rewards to the men
who were wounded in the action The affair of the shell may be regarded
as a strong proof of the good discipline and management of the Arab.

I am, Sir, &c. T. H.

Copy ofa public letter from Commodore Qwtn, to Rtar-admiral Douglas,

Commander-in-chief off Boulogne, desert, tive of un engagement with the

enemy'sflotilla, in the afternoon of the IQth of July, 1805.

H. M. S. ImmortalitS, off Boulogne,

SIR, Wt/iJul, 1805.

In consequence of the information brought me by the Brnizer, which I

had the honour to communicate to you this morning, I moved agreeable to

your directions (with the detachment under my orders) to windward of

Cape Gregory, in readiness for attacking the enemy's vessels, should they

give opportunity, hy pursuing their course towards Boulogne.

About half-past three I perceived their flotilla steering along shore : our

Cales squadron was then standing for them, and opened their fire about

half- pa>t four P.M. abreast of Cape Blackness. The force of the enemy
consisted of three praams, ships under trench, and twenty-two large

schooners, under Dutch colours These latter had drawn themselves into a

line, and were about halt' a mile ahead ot the praams. 1 therefore made a

signal for the brigs of my dciachinent to attack this part of their force,

which was done about rive o'clock, most handsomely, by the Watchful,

Fincher, Sparkler, and Arab
;

the latter pushing m-shore with the brigs,

whilst he found water barely to keep his ship afloat. They were alsojoined

by the Jackail, and two other brigs of the Cales squadron, wliose names I

do not know, winch were previously engaged with them, and the other

brigs of my detachment pushed in as they came up, being to leeward.

The junction of the Cales squadron about this time brought our ships,

of which a great number had collected, very close together; and as we had

Already a force fully sufficient engaged with the enemy, I hauled out,

making the signal for open order, and calling off the Hebe, Utile, and Dili-

gence; at the same time directing the brigs to chaie and engage the

enemy close. In consequence of this signal, the Arab and gun-brigs

pressed close upon the enemy's schooners. In passing Cape Griezness,

three of them had already grounded, and struck on the Bank Deloin.

Two others ran ashore between Cape Griezness and St. John, \K> keep
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themselves from sinking, and several others seemed cut up in their rigging,

and thrown into great confusion.

The three praams having at length cleared the Channel, they were passing
vrithin the Bank. I stood for them, and at half-past six brought them to a

tolerable close action, which continued with some little intermission (occa-

sioned by the difficulty of keeping astern with them) till half past seven,

when we were abreast of Ambleteuse, where the praams anchored with the

schooners which had already arrived. We were followed in this attack by
the Hebe and Diligence, who availed themselves of every opportunity tr

join in it. I cannot particularize the number of ships which joined and

occasionally fired upon the enemy; but the commander of that squadron
will of course make his report to Vice-admiral Holloway.

Of the detachment ifnder me, I feel it my duty to report my most per-
fect satisfaction : all were anxious and eager to seize every opportunity
which presented itself for closing with the enemy. The situation of Cap-
tain Maxwell, of the Arab, and Lieutenants Marshal and Aberdne, of the

Watchful and Pincher, enabled them to do this most conspicuously ;
and I

am sure with the greatest effect. Nothing could excel the Arab, whose

draught of water made her closing with them still more difficult.

Of the conduct of Lieutenant Marshal on former occasions I have had

to speak, and you, Sir, know full well the high opinion I had of this most

estimable officer. It was his fate to fall
;

and none could fall more

admired, or more regretted. I can say nothing which will do justice to mj
feeling of his merit; his vessel was still conducted well by the sub-

lieutenant.

My own ship's company and qffieers acted fully up to every good opinion
I had formed of them

; they were cool and steady. I have so frequently

spoken of Lieutenant Payne's merits, that it is needless to say more than

that I had his assistance : he and every officer was what I have always

found them. Mr. Taper, the master, merits my wannest approbation, for

the coolness and steadiness with which he directed the ship's course

along shore.

Of the enemy's loss in such an action it is impossible to judge ;
but from

the direction of the shot, and every tiling of which I could form a supposi-

tion, it must have been very great. 1 have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed)
'

E. \V. C. II. OWEN.
To B. Douglas, Esq. Rear-admiral of

the White, <$c.

Letterfrom Captain Mancell, of H, -.IT.'sS. Arab, to the Secretary of the

Patriotic Fund, stating the gallant conduct of Mr. W.Manscll, master's

mate, and thice seamen, in throwing n shell overboard, uhich hadfallen on

boiirdu'kile in action uith the enemy'sflotilla off Boulogne, on the Vuth of

July, 1805.

SIR, H. M. S. Arch, Donns, 24th July, 1805.

From the well known liberality and inclination of the Patriotic Fund to
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reward extraordinary acts of gallantry, and my own experience of the
excellent effects derived therefrom, I am induced to lay before your com-
mittee a case, not only in my own opinion, but in that of the admiral and
every officer of the squadron, coming under that denomination; and to
which I cannot but feel indebted for the lives of a great part of the crew of
H.M.S. Arab, under my command.

On the 13th instant, during our skirmish with the flotilla off Boulogne, a
shell of very considerable dimensions fell on board

; having first struck the

main-mast head, carrying away the top cross-trees, &c. and every thin-*

that came in its way j striking one of the knees in the inside of the ship*
and finally brought up by one of the beams on the gun-deck, on which it

rested. A sailor, called Clorento, with the most admirable coolness,

instantly endeavoured to extract or extinguish the fuse, which Mr. Mnnsell,
master's mate, one of the officers whose quarters happened to be nearest

the spot, observing, and being more aware of the danger of a moment's

delay in proceeding with it, instantly, with the assistance of three seamen,
named in the enclosed list, got it out of the port ;

the fuse burning while

in their hands. A few seconds after which the carpenters and people

quartered below in the well and wings were alarmed with the idea of the

ship having struck on a rock ; so great were the effects and concussion

from its explosion in the water.

I further beg to state, wishing to do all justice to such praise worthy

presence of mind and coolness, qualities so desirable and necessary to be

inculcated in time of action ;
that the accident did not for one moment

interrupt the fire, not even of the two guns between which the shell fcll ;

nor was any one acquainted with the danger they escaped, by the intrepidity

of three of their shipmates, till some time afterwards, except those quar-
tered nearest the spot ;

as the violent shock the ship received from the

arrival of the shell in her then situation, could be imputed to various other

different causes. I am induced to be more minute than perhaps is

necessary, in the relation of this circumstance, being anxious duly to ap-

preciate, and feeling highly sensible of the great benefit derived from the

gallant coolness and conduct of the officer and men in question ; as from

the situation of tb,e above- mentioned destructive implement, however its

explosion might have injured the ship herself, its effects could not have

failed of being disastrous in the extreme, in respect to the lives and limb*

of nearly 150, which I could Tiot but deem very fine fellows, in the middle

of.whom it had alighted ;
and who had been employed the two preceding

hours pretty closely in amusing the enemy's butteries and flotilla
;
and L

flatter myself giving the latter a specimen, and pretty good idea of what

they had to expect, whenever they ventured beyond the limits ot the protec-
tion of the former. 1 am, Sir,

Your most obedient hnmble servant,

John Parr Welhford, Esq. Secretary KEITH MAXWELL.
Patriotic Fund.
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From the Secretary of the Patriotic Fund, in answer to the u

Patriotic. Fund, Lloyd's, London,

SIR, SOthJuly, 1805.

Your letter, mentioning the cool courage, prompt action, and successful

efforts of Mr. Edward W. Mansell, master's mate, and Clorento, Grover,

and Hunter, the three able seamen, who had saved the lives of so many of

their shipmates, by throwing the shell overboard from H M.'sS. Arab, was

read this day at the Committee, with those feelings which such conduct is

calculated to excite.

The Committee immediately voted to Mr. Mansell the sum of 501. and

201. to each of the seamen, to be paid in money if preferred ;
or part of it

to be appropriated to such distinctions as may best promote his Majesty's

service, by exciting similar exertions from others in the moments of danger.

On this subject, the Committee would be glad to have your idea*; not

feeling quite an fait, whether any, and what badges of distinction would be

proper to any below a rank bearing his Majesty's commission.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

J. J. ANGERSTEIN, Chairman.

Captain Maxwell, H. M. S. Arab.

Patriotic Fund, Lloyd's, Londonf

SIR, 14th August, 1805.

I beg leave to enclose you the resolutions of the Committee, in answer

to your letter relative to the men wounded in the action otf Boulogne, on

the 18th of July; and I have to request, on the convalescence of the

respective parties, you would have the goodness to draw for the sums voted,

at three days' sight, on Sir Francis Baring, Bart, chairman of the Patriotic

Fuud, at Lloyd's, when the same sbatl be duly honoured. I am, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

J. J. WELSFORD, Secretary.

Captain Muxadl, H. Sf. S. Arab.

Uin/d't, 30th July, 1805.

A general meeting of the Committee for managing the Patriotic 1'und,

held this day, J. J. Angcrstein in the chair

Read a letter from Captain Maxwell, of H. M. S. Arab, enclosing a list

of the killed and wounded on board that ship, in action with the enemy off

Boulogne, on the 18th of July.

Resolved,

That the following sums be given

401. to William Thomson, Seaman.

20l. to Mathew Holmes, ditto.

201. to William Bloss, ditto.

201. to George Woodcock, ditto.
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101. to Benjamin Elliot, seaman.

51. to William Robins, ditto.

51. tu Alexander M'G rigor, ditto.

51. to Isaac Carter, marine.

Extract from the minutes,

J. J. WELSFORD, Secretary.

MR. EDITOR,

A S, in consequence of the relations subsisting between this country and
** the Spanish colonies, a considerable part of the English capital must

necessarily be directed tp that quarter, I think the following extract from
" Walton's present State of the Spanish Colonies," newly published* can

hardly fail to be acceptable to many of your readers :

DIRECTIONS TO TRADERS TO SOUTH AMERICA.

" To make quick and profitable sales of goods in any part of the Spanish

possessions in America, depends on the selection of the cargo destined for

those markets. It is for want of these proper assortments, that so many
enterprising merchants and adventurers have been injured, as also from

not proportioning the shipments to the consumption of the country. The
real wants of the Spaniard are few, his prejudices many ; he does not like

innovations, and his luxuries are also confined. The Spanish taste varies

from our own at home ;
the customs, as well as the climate, are different.

It ought to be the object of the trader to select such good* a* will bear an

equal proportionate advance and profit in all their parts.
" All piece goods, in whatever kind or description of package, ought to

be accompanied with bale cards, in order to avoid opening the same, and

ought to correspond perfectly. It will be adviseable also to sell by the

package, as the shopkeepers would cull your goods, and leave many of

little or no value, or at least choose the most saleable.
"

Ail trunks, cases, and packages, ought to be good; the trunks sell for

their original value, and are more handy than cases: all fine goods ought to-

be packed in them. Each matted and well covered, marked in plain

letters, and numbered in two places, to avoid the trouble of lifting, and

mistakes in shipping, landing, &c. and delivering to the purchaser.
"

It is to b observed, that goods intended for the Spanish market, in

their respective kinds, are required to be light, shewy, thin, and low priced;

and on a different principle of strength and good wear to those which are

intended for sale and consumption in Great Britain. They require the

article to be dressy, not to last long; cheap and pretty, is their correspond-

ing proverb."

It may be added, that the long residence of Mr. Walton in South

America, must qualify him in a particular manner to speak on these sub*

. erjwn. Qol. XXV. 3 R
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jects. I regret that the minute specification of a cargo suited on a gentraJ

scale for the Spanish settlements, which accompanies the above directions,

is too long to admit of being introduced into this letter. S.

MR. EDITOR, Royal Naval Hospital, Deal, 9lh May, 181 1.

IN looking orer the NAVAL CHRONICLE for February last, we find

Lieutenant Tryon, whose death is noticed in the Obituary, therein

stated,
"

to have been removed to London, from the hospital at Deal, rwr

medical advice."

The statement is not founded in fact Mr. Tryon vras recommended by
w*to retire into the country, for the benefit of a change of air ; the situa-

tion of this hospital being close upon the beach, and exposed to the cutting

easterly winds, is, of all others, the most unfavourable to affections of

the lungs.

We therefore request the insertion of this letter in your publication,

And are, Sir, y-our obedient servants,

.7. MAGENNIS, Physician.

A. S. HUTCHISON, M.D. Surgeon.

WR. EDITOR,

I
HAVE often lamented, when examining the books which many of our

naval officers are now in the habit of taking to sea, that they are gene-

rally deficient in works of English History. The library of a British sea-

man should be rich in the historians of his own country, and in such me-

moirs, letters, and collections of historical papers, as tend to elucidate so

interesting a subject. Amidst the variety that present themselves to my
recollection, I beg leave particularly to recommend to professional men,

Henry's History of England, which the late professor of modern history ac

Cambridge, Dr. Symonds, preferred to any other
;
and also that valuable

work by Dr. Granger, which he justly styled,
" A Biographical History of

England,from Egbert Ike Great lo tke Revolution."

There are many curious anecdotes preserved by Dr. Granger, respecting

naval men in the early periods of our history ; and as these may be new to

ome of your readers, and may possibly induce them to refer to the work

itself, I have selected a few for insertion in your CHROJOCLE. Granger, as

a naval historian, is but little known.

"
Sir John Hawkins, who was one of the most renowned seamen and

bravest officers in Europe, was rear-admiral of the fleet sent out against the

armada; in destroying which he had a principal share. He signalized

himself in several expeditions to the West Indies, and died in that against

th* Isthmus of Darien, He jiras buried in the element where he acquired hi?

fame, 1595,
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When nveutioaing Sir Richard Grcenvile, who was vice-admiral under

Lord Thomas Howard, son to the Duke of Norfolk, and of whose gallant

death an excellent account is given, in either the second or third Volume of

the CHRONICLE, Mr. Granger thus expresses himself: " He continued

lighting (1591) till he svas covered with blood and wounds, and nothing

remained of his ship hut a battered hulk. He died on board the Spanish
fleet three days after, expressing the highest satisfaction in the article of

death, at his having acted as a. true soldier ought to have done. This was

that enthusiasm, or rather madness of courage, which some will have to be

die highest perfection in a sea otiicer. It was a maxim of Admiral How-

ard, who lived in the reign of, Henry VIII. that a degree of frenzy was

necessary to quality a man for that station. Sir Richard was grandfather
of the famous Sir Bevil Greeiiviie."

Cavendish, who sailed round the globe in a very short period, having left

England on the 2tst of July, 1586, and returned to Plymouth September

15, 1588, is thus noticed :
" Thomas Cavendish was a gentleman adven-

turer, who soon after the coinmencemeut of hostilities between England
fuid Spain, undertook to annoy the Spaniards in the West Indies, and

carried fire and sword into their remotest territories. He burnt and

destroyed nineteen of their ships, and took the Admiral of the South Seas,

valued at 48,8001. In this expedition he encompassed the globe, and re-

turned in triumph to England. His soldiers and sailors were cloathed in

silk, his sails were damask, and his topmast covered with cloth of gold. In

his second expedition, (1691) he suffered almost all the miseries that could

attend a disastrous voyage. His men mutinied, and he was thought to have

died of a broken heart in America, 1592."

When speaking of Mark Ridley, who was physician to the English mer-

chants in Russia, Grander notices the following work :" He was author

of a treatise of Magneticai Bodies, in which he intimates, that longitudes

might be rectified by the nautic needle."

"
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland," says Granger,

" was one of

the gallant young noblemen, who, when the kingdom was threatened with

an invasion, hired ships at their own expense, and joined the grand fleet

under the lord high admiral. He was afterwards one of the volunteers at

the famous siege of Obtcnd. In the reign of James, he fell under a sus-

picion of being a party in the gunpowder plot, and though innocent, suffered

a tedious imprisonment of lit'teen years. Died 5th November, 1G32."

" The title of iMarlborough became extinct in the family of Sir James

Lev, of Tessont, in Wiltshire, by the death of James Ley, who was an

admiral in the reign of Charles II. He was killed by a cannon ball in 1665,

as he was bravely fighting against the Dutch, in the ship called the Old

James."
" Edmund, Earl of Mulgrave, (created February 7, 1625) was knighted

by Admiral Howard, for his bravery in the memorable engagement with the

Spanish fleet, in 188, and was, by Elizabeth, made governor of the Brill in

Holland, lie was by James I, constituted Lord President of th,e North,
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and on the accession of Charles, created Earl of Mulgrave. Died 1646,

aged 80."

"
Jerome, son of Richard Weston, F.arl of Portland, Lord. Treasurer

in this reign, (Charles I.) was a man of good abilities, of various learning,

and genteel accomplishments ; which enabled him to speak pertinently and

gracefully upon every occasion. He was a irood statesman, and h;id the

reputation of being well skilled in naval affairs, in the rei^n of Charles II.

He died, according to Ilevlin, tlio 16th or 18th of March, 1662. -Accord-

ing to Lloyd, 1663-4. His son Ch.irles, a young nobleman of great expec-

tation, voluntarily entered himself into the sea service under the Duke of

York. He was killed in an engagement with the Dutch, the third of

June, 1665."

" Sir Kenelm Digby, by his eager pursuit of knowledge, seemed to be

born only for contemplation. But lie was thought to be so well qualified

for action, thjtt, in 1628, he was appointed commander of a squadron sent

into the Mediterranean, to chastise the Algerine pirates, and the Venetian

fleet. The former had committed frequent depredations on the vessels of

our merchants, and the latter had obstructed their trade. lie exerted

himself with all the spirit and conduct of a brave and experienced officer;

and having brought the Venetians to reason, made reprisals on the Alge-

rines, und set at liberty a great number of English slaves, lie returned home
with credit to his country, and honour to himself."

"
Captain Charles Sallonstall was author of ' The Navigator, or the

theoric and practic Principles, &c of the Art of Navigation.' London,

1642, 4tOi"

" Admiral William Penn, advanced from a common man to the rank of

an admiral, by Cromwell, had all those qualifications of a sea officer, which

natural courage and experience can give a man of a very moderate capacity.

He wos well qualified to act an under part, in executing with alacrity and

vigour, what had been planned by his superiors in command. He was vice-

admiral under Monck and Dean, in the famous sen fight with the Dutch,
that continued three days, and in which the gallant Tromp was defeated.

He was, without declaration of war, sent to take St. Domingo from the

Spaniards. The design was well laid by Cromwell, and would have been

executed with great facility by a Blake ; but it exceeded the capacity of

Penn. In this expedition he took Jamaica, a colony which cost a great deal

of blood and treasure ;
but which, in process of time, proved advantageous

to the nation. He was father of a much greater man than himself, who is

well known among the Quakers as a preacher and a writer
; and throughout

the world, as the founder and legislator of the colony of Pennsylvania.

There is a characteristic account of Admiral Penn in the ' Continuation of

Lord Clarendon's life,' page 478.

Granger, when speaking of Sir W. Paston, of Oxmead, in Norfolk, during
the Interregnum, says, that he was descended from Sir Clement Paston, an

eminent sea captain, who signalized himself in the reign of Henry VIII. by

taking the Baron of Blancard, admiral of Trance, prisoner, and bringing
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him into England. He was the first, adds he, as Lloyd informs us (Wor-
thies, 3vo. first edit, page 202) That made the. English Navy terrible.

" Edward Earl of Sandwich, of clear, as well as fervid courage, created

July 12, 1G60; who shone in his public character, as the general, the

admiral, and the statesman, was in private amongst his friends, the open,
the candid, and benevolent man. He served Oliver, whom lie looked upon
as his Sovereign, with the same fidelity as he served Charles II. But he

could not transfer his allegiance to Richard, who, he knew, was born for a

much humbler station than that of governor of a kingdom. He commanded
the fleet that brought over the King at the Restoration, and was his proxj
when he married the Infanta. His councils did honour to the cabinet,

which he never disgraced but once; and that was by advising the Dutch,

war, in which he lost his life. One of the greatest battles ever fought with

the Dutch, or any other enemy, was on the 3d of June, 1665; when this

gallant officer bore with his squadron into the centre of the Dutch fleet, and

presently threw it into that confusion which ended in victory. He was not

only a man of merit in himself, but had also much of that kind of merit

which endeared him to the sailors, who after the death of the Duke of

Albemarle, loved and revered him as their father and protector. In the

battle of Southwold bay, after he had, by his conduct, rescued a great part
of the fleet from the most imminent danger, and given at the same time the

most astonishing proofs of his bravery, his ship was surrounded withflames.

He thereupon leaped into the sea, where he unfortunately perished, on the

28th of May, 1672. Several of his letters and negociations are in print*

There is a portrait of him by Lely, at Chiswick.'' (Vol. II. pages 143,

and 276.

"
James, Duke of York, Lord High Admiral, gained the highest reputa-

tion by his courage on board the fleet, in the first Dutch war. He under-

stood naval affairs : and his conduct with respect to the navy, after he

ascended the throne, ought to be remembered to his honour. He, in this

reign, invented the signals used at sea. Charles II. never attended to any

business, but that of the navy, which he perfectly understood. It is well

known that the naval history of that Prince is the most shining part of the

annals of his reign." It is to be wished, Mr. Editor, that your excellent

Correspondent, A. F. Y. would take a glance at this part of our history un-

der that monarch, as much information and excellent remark might thus be

deduced by him. Dr. Granger, towards the close of his second Vol.

part 2, (James II.) when speaking of Mr. Samuel Pepys, secretary to the

Admiralty, after noticing his portrait by Kneller, and the engraving of it by
B. White, adds "

Pepys was, in the early part of his life, introduced into

the service of the state by his kinsman, the famous Earl of Sandwich. It

is well known, that the business of the navy was conducted with the ut-

most regularity and prudence, under Charles and James, by this worthy
and judicious person. He first reduced the affairs of the Admiralty to

order and method ; and that method was sojust, as to have been a standing

model to his successors in his important oince. His memoirs relating to the

navy is a well written piece j
and his copious collection of MSS. HO\T
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remaining, with the rest of his library at Magdalen College, in Cambridge*
is an invaluable treasure of naval knowledge."

"
George Monk, Duke of Albemnrle, who had acquired a great reputa-

tion, as a sea officer, before the restoration, signalized his courage in an

astonishing manner, in the memorable engagement with the Dutch, which

began the first of June, 1666, and continued four days. He was very near

being overpowered by numbers, when he was joined on the third day by
Prince Rupert, who ravished the victory from the enemy's hands. The last

display of his courage, which was equal at least to any other act of his life,

was exposing lumself to the cannon shot of the Dutch, when they burnt the

English ships at Chatham. This effort of valour, which looked like rash-

ness, was then absolutely necessary to encourage others to do their duty.

The love which the seamen had for him, had as great an influence on board

the fleet, as his personal bravery. They frequently called him, Honest

George Monk."
"

Sir Thomas Allen, admiral, 1666, as represented in a mezzotinto print,

with a truncheon in his hand. This brave and expert officer was the first

that entered upon hostilities against the Dutch, in 16(55, by attacking their

Smyrna fleet. The squadron that he commanded consisted but of eight

ships ;
but what he wanted in force, he supplied by courage and conduct.

He killed their commodore, Brackel, took four merchantmen, richly laden,

and drove the rest into the bay of Cadiz. On the 25th of July, 1666, he,

at the head of the white squ.idron, fell upon the Dutch van, entirely de-

feated it, and killed the three admirals who commanded that division.

The victory of this day, in which he had a principal hand, was indisputably

on the side of the English. Then it was that De Ruyter exclaimed, My
God, what a wretch, am I ! among so many thousand bullets, is there not oxr

to put me out ofmy pain ?"
" Sir Christopher Minnes, or Mingh, admiral, 1666, was son of an

honest shoemaker in London, from whom he inherited nothing but a good

constitution. He was remarkable, early in life, for a spirit of adventure ;

and had gained an estate in the West Indies, before he became an officer of

rank in the navy. He was a man of good understanding, which he disco-

vered both in speaking and acting. Though he was affable and familiar

with the seamen, no man knew better how to maintain his authority. The

men under his inspection were well paid and fed, and had always justice

done them in the distribution of prizes. Hence it was, that he was both

honoured and beloved. He had, in the course of his life, often manifested

his active and passive courage but never in a more extraordinary degree,

than at the approach of death : on the fourth day of the famous battle that

began the first of June, he received i\ shot in the neck : after which, though
he was in exquisite pain, he continued in his command, holding his wound
with both his hands, for above an hour. At length another shot pierced
his throat, and laid him for ever at rest, June 4th, 1666."

I have extended my extracts, Sir, to some length, as these naval

characters are drawn by Granger in so excellent and concise a juauner.
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They may probably induce some of your readers to attempt the delineation

of such as have come under their knowledge ; and will also serve to recal

to memory some great names, that may have been too much forgotten
amidst the heroes of the present reign.

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.

TIM. WEATIIERSIDE.

CORRECT RELATION OF SHIPWRECKS.

. XLIX.

Again the dismal prospect opens round,

The wreck, the shore, the dying, and the drown'd.

FALCOXIR,

THE PANDORA.

THE following particulars of the loss of H. M. S. Pandora, Cap-
tain Ferguson, off the.Scaw, are extracted from a letter received bvT.

Aldridge, Esq. of Yarmouth :

" On the night of the 13th of February, (1811) the Pandora struck on
the Scaw reef, a shoal off the coast of Jutland. In less than five minutes

she lost her rudder, in consequence of repeatedly striking the ground with

great force in a heavy sea, and in an hour's time, she was nearly filled with

water
; previously to which, the crew cut away the masts in order to

lighten the vessel
;
but the wind being extremely high, the sea broke over

her with great fury, and every moment threatened to be their last. The
wind was piercingly cold, and the men had the miserable prospect before

them of being either washed overboard or frozen to death. In this state

part of the crew perished from the inclemency of the weather ; and next

morning some of the survivors contrived to cut a hole in the weather side

of the deck, which was above water, and by that they were enabled to get

down below, one by one, out of the severe and boisterous weather. About

three in the afternoon of the 14th some boats were observed coming off

from the shore to their assistance, but the sea running very high, they durst

not approach the wreck. The surviving crew were so reduced as to be

unable to launch their own boats, which were covered with ice, and bore the

appearance of marble of immense thickness. However, in the course of

the night the wind abated, and the next morning being quite calm, a num-

ber of boats came off, and took the men from the wreck. The crew were

of course made prisoners ; but the Danes have treated them with all

possible hospitality. Twenty-nine, sailors were lost from the severity of the

weather."
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THE GOBITEN.

/" ri Irt K following melancholy detail has been cast ashore, enclosed in k

--
box, near Rosehearty, Scotland, and directed " To the Finder."

We fear tliere is no hope of the vessel having escaped. Perhaps a greater

instance of presence of mind thnn that evinced, under such circumstances,

by the writer, was scarcely ever known :

" North Sea, April IS, 1811. On board the Gobiten,from Gcsle.

u In distress, being near to sink, as the brig has sprung a leak two days

go, and the water always increasing, notwithstanding all our attempts to

prevent it, we have now come very near the last moments of our lives,

wherefore we beg him or her, who may find this letter, to inform the pub-
lic of our misfortune. The brig Gobiten, Captain Abe.-;:, went from Hull

the 14th instant, in order to seek for Gottenburg, but having come at the

middle of Dogger, the wind, which previously was fair, went easterly, when

the brig got the leak, notwithstanding the sails were shortened in a proper
manner. We have been obliged to cut the masts, but all seems in vain.

Except Charles John Shelberg, a passenger, the crew consists of the follow-

ing, viz. Lindquist, from Gesle; Schlee, Sjosburg, Holtz, all three from the

Swedish Pomeranias; Asoluud, from Sundswall ; Hellberg, from Calmar."

THE CECILIA.

Admiralty-Office, May 17.

PURSUANT
to an Act of Parliament, passed in the 26th year of hi*

late Majesty's reign, this is to give notice to those whom it may con-

cern, that information has been received at this Office, that the ship Cecilia,

belonging to Appledore, in the port of Barnstaple, of the burthen of about

180 tons, whereof John Tetherly was master, bound from Waterford to

London, with a cargo of provisions, struck on a reef of rocks, within the

port of Plymouth, on the morning of the 5th instant, stove in her starboard

bow, and immediately filled with water ; soon after which she fell over and

became a total wreck ; that the master and seven persons were washed off

the said wreck and drowned, and that Win. Barnard, mate, and Wm.
Marshal, mariner, were the only persons saved of the whole crew.

J. W. CROKER.

PLATE CCCXXXVI.

ON presenting a portrait of the veteran Rodney, we take the opportu-

nity of inserting what will be considered as a valuable addendum to the

life of that officer, in the first volume of the NAVAL CHRONICLE.*

* Vide page 349, et iey.
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In consequence of the representations of Mr. Clerk, in his Naval
Tactics* the prevalent belief was, that Admiral Ilodney had been indebted

to that gentleman for his plan of breaking the enemy's line, by which he

achieved his victory over De Grasse, on the 12th of April, 1782. We have

long had reason to doubt the accuracy of this opinion. In our XVth Vo-

lume,f is a very curious passage, extracted from the Memoirs of Richard

Cumberland, then recently published, in which the writer (Cumberland)
relates the circumstance of his dining with Admiral Rodney, at Lord

George Germain's, when the thought seemed first to occur to the admiral,

of passing through the enemy's line. After dinner, Rodney, then unem-

ployed, displayed his intended manoeuvre upon the table, by the arrange-
ment of two hostile squadrons of cherry stones; swearing that, by the

execution of such a plan, he would lay the French admiral's flag at his

Sovereign's feet.-

This anecdote, related on the credit of such a man as Cumberland, was

nearly decisive, as to the plan having originated with Rodney; but, in the

subjoined letter, which appeared in the Vth Volume of The Atfttnaum, the

proof is so incontestible, as to set the question at rest for ever.

" To the Editor of the Athen&um.

SIR,
"
February 19, 1809.

u For several years past the periodical publications have been full of

panegyrics on Mr. Clerk, of Eldin, on account of his having been the sup-

posed inventor of the successful practice of breaking an enemy's line- of-

battle in naval engagements. There is a communication to this effect in

your last number;;}: nor is Mr. Clerk himself sparing in assertions of this

kind, very methodically arranged, and, doubtlese, arising from his own

perfect conviction of their truth.

" I arn, myself, Sir, a physician, somewhat declining into the vale of

years, long in hnbits of close intimacy with Lord Rodney, who first prac-

tised that manoeuvre, and with whom I have so often conversed on this

very subject, that I think myself tolerably well qualified to discuss it with

Mr. Clerk : and whatever merit in point of originality that ingenious gen-

tleman may himself possess, I am much mistaken if I shall not be able to

shew that his representations are defective, inaccurate, and highly deroga-

tory to the well-earned fame of the noble Admiral, whose bold and ardent

mind achieved success, which those who envied him thought they depreci-

ated, when they bestowed on him the title of Fortune.

* NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. I. pag 3!>0. At page 39-*, of the snrae Volume,

is a view (b^ Pocock) of the position of the British and French fleets, at noon, on

the 12th of April, 17&2, Bccompaaied by a descriptive account.

t Page 396.

\ This alludes to the presentation of a piece of plate to Mr. Cleric, in the year

1803, commemorative of the invention of breaking the enemy's line. I idt

UM, Vol. V. page 123.

tfjinm. (Bol. XXV. 3 r
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" Mr. Clerk, in the preface to the second edition of his work on Naval

Tactics, page 7, tells us,

"
1st. That Lord Rodney's knowledge of this principle was obtained

fiom a communication made to him by himself, through Mr. Richard

Atkinson, in the month of January, 1789; and afterwards, page 8.

<(
2dJy. That what Lord Rodney had first learned, he most strangely

omitted to practice on the first subsequent opportunity, and therefore did

not break the French line, in order to cut off a part of their fleet, in his

engagement with Mons. Guichen, off Martinique, on the 17th of April

following.
" On the contrary, I think I shall demonstrate,
" 1st. That Lord Rodney did actually, with this view, break the French

line on that day; and,
"

2dly. That he could not possibly have been induced to attempt this

manoeuvre by any information received from Mr. Clerk in the preceding

January.
" With regard to the first point, I must here premise, that Lord Rod-

ney's letter, as it appears in the Gazette, is a most mutilated and imperfect

account of this extraordinary action. It is, in fact, only styled the ' Extract

of a letter ;' and its implied censures of his captains are such as to havo

induced Lord George Gordon to move the House of Commons ' That a

copy of the whole letter should be laid before the House.' This motion was

supported by Mr. Fox, Admiral Keppel, and others, but negatived, on a

division, by a majority of 161 to 60
;
Lord North having declared,

* That

it would be improper to publish the whole of the letter; and that, if the

House were acquainted with the contents, he was confident they would

agree with him in opinion.' From this source alone, defective as it is,

Mr. Clerk professes himself competent to decide as to the intentions of the

British commander. Now, Sir, while I adduce other indisputable autho-

rity to refute Mr. Clerk, I shall also be able to confirm my deductions by
the very Gazette on which he relies.

" Lord Rodney himself at various times informed me, that, two days
before the action, he did, either by oral or written communication, acquaint
each captain in his fleet, that it was his intention to attack that of the

enemy ;
not their entire fleet of 23 sail with his inferior one of 20, but a

part of their's, as, for example, 15 or 16, with his whole fleet. He added*

that a most happy opportunity offered of effecting the purpose; M.
Guichen's line on the 17th of April extending four leagues in length,

* as

if,' said Lord Rodney,
' he thought we meant to run away from him.*

Agreeably to this intention, thus clearly expressed,
'
I made,' says he in

the Gazette,
' the signal for the line a-head, at two cables length distance;'

and soon afterwards,
' I gave notice by public signal, that my intention

was to attack the enemy's rear with my whole force; which signal was

answered by every ship in the fleet." " At 7 A.M. perceiving the fleet too

tnuch tended, I made the signal for a line-of-batt!e at one cable's length
bunder only. At 30 minutes after 8 A.M. I made a signal for a line-of-
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bSttle abreast, and bore down upon the enemy.' So far Mr. Clerk

acknowledges that Lord Rodney's design was clear, and conformable to

liis own.
" The Gazette proceeds.

' This signal was penetrated by them, who
discovered my intention, wore, and formed a line-of-battle on the other

tack. I immediately made the signal to haul the wind, and form the line-

of-battle a-head. At 9 A.M. made a signal for a linc-of-battle a-head, at

two cable's length on the larboard tack. At 11 A.M. I made the signal to

prepare for battle
;

to convince the whole fleet I was determined to bring
the enemy to an engagement. At 50 minutes after 11 A.M. I made the

signal for every ship to bear down and steer for her opposite in the enemy's

line, agreeable to the 21st article in the additional fighting instructions.'

"
It is tin's last signal which Mr. Clerk more especially quotes as an

abandonment of Lord Rodney's purpose, which he had before admitted, of
*
attacking the enemy's rear with his whole force.' He conceives it to

have been meant by Lord Rodney, that his headmost ship should attack the

headmost of the enemy, and so on in succession throughout his fleet: and

if we may judge of the opinion of the captains ahead of him by their con-

duct, this interpretation was also their's. But though his officers misun-

derstood him, he certainly did not misunderstand himself. This, however,
he must have clone, if Mr. Clerk's opinion were just ; for, in that case,

reckoning from the headmost ship of the enemy, he ought to have attacked

that immediately a-head of the Couronne, whereas it appears from the

Gazette that the Sandwich, before she engaged the Couronne,
" had beaten

three ships out of their line of battle, had entirely broke it, and was to

leeward of the wake of the French admiral.' This fact is totally mis-

stated by Mr. Clerk, whose plan, plate x, part I, figures 4 and 5, represents

the three French ships driven out of the line, and also the Triomphant or

Pendant, as being all four a-head of the French admiral in the Couronne,
and the Sandwich as being to windward of the wake of the French

Admiral.
" Mr. Clerk also in the same plate, figure 4, represents our two headmost

ships as beginning the engagement with the two headmost of the enemy.
Now this could not have been the case; because from the position of the

English line somewhat astern of that of the French, as drawn by Mr. Clerk

himself, our headmost ships, bearing down somewhat diagonally on a

widely-spread and more numerous fleet, must have required much more

time to reach the enemy's van, than the Sandwich to reach even their

centre
;

whereas we are on the contrary positively told, that only a few

minutes took place between the first firing of our headmost ships and that

of the Sandwich. ' A few minutes before 1, one of our headmost ships

began the action, and at \ the Sandwich, in the centre, after having
received several fires from the enemy, began to engage.'

" The fact was this . Lord Rodney meaning to 'attack the enemy's
rear with his whole force' (as every ship in his fleet had separately shewn

him they understood) ordered each ship to bear down and engage the

enemy's ship then opposite to him, a signal having been previously made
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' to form the line-of-battle at two cable's length asunder;
' and afterwards

another '
to engage close, and of course the admiral's ship to be the

example.' It was, therefore, manifestly his intention that they should

reckon from him; notwithstanding which, all the ships a-hend of the

admiral, engaging as they came up, and passing along the enemy's line,

successively exposed themselves to their fire, and left the admiral to himself.

All this was, doubtless, explained in Lord Rodney's letter to the Admiralty,

who, in the words of Lord North,
'

thought it would be improper to pub-
lish the whole of the letter.'

" That the fact was as I have stated it, I was not only informed by Lord

Rodney himself, but by an officer of marines on board the Cornwall, the

ship immediately a-head of the admiral in the English line. That gentle-

man told me, that during the action, as the smoke cleared away, seeing the

Sandwich at a great distance, he remarked to one of the lieutenants, We
have made a great mistake here. There is a signal flying for a close action

at two cable's length asunder, and we are a league a-head of the admiral.

Pray tell the captain.' To which the lieutenant bluntly replied,
'

No,
damn him ; let him find it out himself.' If this mistake happened with

regard to his van and half his centre, it was not less the case with regard

to his rear, which followed the flying rear of the French to such a distance,

that it was absolutely two days before they again came in sight of their

admiral ; and, when they first saw him, knew not for a while whether he

was a friend or an enemy. These points are, indeed, admitted, though
most cautiously worded in the Gazette. ' Such was the distance of the

van and rear from the centre, &c. that it was impossible to pursue the

enemy that night without the greatest disadvantage.' I appeal to Mr.

Clerk himself, whether it could, consistently with common sense, have

been the wish of Lord Rodney, that his fleet, dividing itself into squadrons,

in direct disobedience of his signals, should leave him with a few ships to

fight the battle with half the enemy's fleet ? The mortification which the

gallant commander felt on this occasion o words can express. Of his

victory on the 12th of April, 1782, I know that he thought little. He had

a contemptuous opinion of the naval character of De Grasse, but always

spoke in the highest terms of that of Guichcn, whom he considered as the

best officer in the French service : and lie looked on this opportunity of

beating such an officer with an inferior fleet as one by which, but for the

disobedience of his captains, he might have gained immortal renown. Un-
der this impression it was, that, without adverting in his letter to the beha-

viour of a single officer in his whole line, he indulged in the bitter sarcasm,
that the ' French admiral had the honour to be nobly supported during the

whole action.' Under this impression, three or four days after the battle,

lie gave his surviving officers a severe reprimand on board his own ship; and

was about to try several of them in tiie West Indies, or send them home
under arrest to England. Under this impression, ha changed his order of

buttle, placing the Montagu and Ajax on each side of him i;i tiie line, as

Commanded by oiticcri who would pay him prompt obedience; and, lastly,

under the same imprtsjiun, he threatened that, in his next action, he would
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himself in a frigate, that he might better observe the conduct of all

his captains, and on the spot degrade any individual who should dis-

obey him.
"
Why djd Lord Rodney entertain these feelings ? Did he doubt the

courage of his officers ? No : he expressly asserted the contrary. He
spoke in the highest terms of their bravery ; but he said that they were
influenced by a spirit of party, and that there was * not a captain on board
his fleet who did not think himself capable of being prime minister of Great
Britain.' His conduct with regard to the Cornwall was a sufficient proof
of the opinion which he formed, and the motives which influenced him.
This ship, carrying only 64 guns, lost in the engagement one man more
than the Sandwich, of 90 guns ; and yet Lord Rodney, in his second arrange-
ment, placed her at a distance from him in the line, e\idently because she

had disobeyed his signals, and frustrated his designs.
" From all circumstances, it is evident, that Lord Rodney did actually

himself break the enemy's line, and that he intended his own conduct to be

an example to his fleet
; who, however, defeated his purpose by a total

want of co-operation.
"

Having thus, I think, proved the design of Lord Rodney, 1 am next to

examine Mr. Clerk's assertion, that it was prompted by him. His claim is

contained in the following words: 'In January, 1780, when I was in.

London, being fully impressed with the importance of the naval ideas which

had long been working in my imagination, and in consequence of the

strictures on Lord Keppel's engagement sent the year before, some appoint-

ments, for the purpose of farther communications on this subject, were

made by my friends. Among the first of these was an appointment with

Mr. Richard Atkinson, the particular friend of Sir George Rodney, who
was then in London. At this meeting I communicated to Mr. Atkinson the

theories of attack both from the windward and the leeward, &c. All this

Mr. Atkinson undertook to communicate to Sir George Rodney, which he

could hav no difficulty in doing. From the best authority I have been

informed, that Lord Rodney himself at all times acknowledged the co;nmn-

nication; and having from the first approved of my system, declared, even

before he left London, that he would strictly adhere to it in fighting the

enemy.' Preface, pages 7 and 8.

"
Sir, I want words to express the emotions which I feel while I am

copying this romance. What will be those of your readers when they are

informed, and may if they please, convince themselves, by an appeal to all

the newspapers of the day, and to the testimony of a hundred officers now

living, that so far was this scene from the possibility of having occurred in

London in the month of January, J730, that Admiral Rodney sailed

from St. Helen's, with his whole fleet, on Saturday, the '<!5th of Dccen.-

ber, 1779?
" With Mr. Clerk I have now done, truly sorry that, the indiscretion of

himself or his friends should in any degree tend to lesseii the estimation of

a work in many respects highly valuable. That he might have conceived

this manoeuvre without any communication from Lord Rodney, I by i;o
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means deny ; but T have often been assured by that brave officer himself,

thftt it first occurred to him a considerable time before in France, during a

conversation at the table of a Mai echal de Biron,

*' I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,

SCRUTATOR."

" P.S I do not wish to have ray name publicly mentioned ; but I '

that neither my opportunities of accurate information, nor my veracity, will

admit of any question with you/'

%* Many of our readers, we apprehend, will be of opinion, with us,

that the above letter bears strong internal evidence of having been written

by Dr. G. B**, M.D. ED.

NAVAL STATE PAPERS.

SWEDISH PROCLAMATION OF WAR.

WE, Charles, by the Grace of God King of Sweden, of the Goths and

Vandals, &c. &c. Heir to Norway, Duke of Schleswig, Holstein,

&c. &c. make known. Whereas, in order completely to do away the doubts

which have been expressed concerning the situation of our kingdom with

respect to England, and in order, in a more effectual manner, to confirru

the ties of amity and confidence that exist between us and his4fajestj the

Emperor of the French and King <;f Italy ; as also, in order, on our part,

to contribute to the common object of the powers of the Continent, namely,

the conclusion of a general and speedy peace ; we have been induced hereby

to declare war against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

We do therefore graciously order and enjoin, that all navigation, trade, and

intercourse by the mail, and by all other correspondence by letter, under

what name soever it may be, from and to all the ports, cities, and places,

situate in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the de-

pendencies thereof, shall, under penalty, according to the laws and decrees

in tli at behalf made, entirely cease from this day. Accordingly, our gra-

cious will mid pleasure is, that our field-marshals, lord govenors, command-

ing iienerals, admirals, lords lieutenants, and all other or' our commanders,

by land and sea, shall each, in their several districts and departments,

together with the officers under their command, not only adopt measures

for the due and prompt publication of this our gracious order, tor the in-

formation of the public, but also for the due and strict adherence thereto.

And all those concerned, are obediently to regulate themselves accordingly.

In further testimony whereof we have personally signed these presents,

and caused the same to be aliirmed by our Royal Seal. Palace of Stock-

holm, l?th November,- 1810.

(Signed) CHARLES. (L.S.)

J. A. BOKTZEJLJ*
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DECLARATION.

SWEDEN, in breaking its alliance with England, and adopting its former

political relations as much through inclination as recollection of events, has

learned to understand by her own experience, the results of the exclusive

system which she has hitherto pursued.
The calamities which she has suffered, the multiplied losses which she

has .experienced, were the inevitable consequences of an impolitic and un-

equal war in which she engaged. Her interest and wants point out the

course she ought in future to adopt.

Sweden, desiring nothing but the establishing in peace the forces that sh

still possesses, may hope to preserve a good understanding with every power*
without being forced to make such war, which the recent loss of a third

part of her territories, would render still more bitter.

The treaties of peace concluded with France, Russia, and Denmark,
who have adhered to the Continental System, had, it is true, placed
Sweden on equal terms with those powers; but these treaties did not insist

on her entirely abandoning that system of neutrality which she desired to

maintain.

Nevertheless, Sweden lias found herself, from that period, always the

mark for calumny, which has perhaps excited envy nrd hatred against her.

She has been accused of not having punctually fulfilled the engagements
which good faith, as well as the high character of the king, demanded. All

the abuses which took place in the Baltic, to the advantage of English com-

merce, were imputed to her; and it was pretended Sweden, by these cir-

cumstances, had thrown many obstacles in the way of the conclusion of a

general peace.

His Majesty the Emperor of the French and King of Italy, has considered

it his duty to make some observations to the King, to do away his dubts

which remained for resolving upon the true relations which ought to subsist

between Sweden and Great Britain.

The King, who, under these circumstances, has before his eyes but the

sentiments of consideration and attachment which he has vowed to his Im-

perial Majesty, and who even acknowledges that some actions relative to

commercial engagements may have given reason for well-founded com-

plaints, convinced that it is his duty to declare, that the accumulated accu-

sations against Sweden are false, has resolved to give new guarantees of hi

intentions, and of the fundamental principles upon which lie will act for the

future. His Majesty has in consequence declared war against England,
and has ordered an immediate sequestration to be laid on all English ships,

which, contrary to appearances, may be found in the ports of Sweden, in

order to do away every accusation of having a secret understanding with

England, or infidelity in not observing the importation of colonial products

upon the continent. He has renewed his severe decrees, formerly issued

against introducing into Sweden goods of English manufacture, as well as

colonial produce, of whatever kind it may be, without regard to the flag

which may convey it,
and to declare that he will not permit, under any
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pretext, the exportation of colonial merchandise, or those of English manu-

facture to die Continent.

His Majesty will give the necessary orders for making the strictest in-

quiries respecting colonial products, or goods of English manufacture, which

have been imported into Sweden, no matter under what flag, since the

24th of April last, and that according to law they shall be placed at the

disposition of the King.

The King in making these sacrifices, of which experience will manifest

the importance, has always proposed not only to express by it the attach-

ment which he has promised to the person of his Majesty the Emperor of

the French, but also to satisfy the desire which he has to contribute to the

success of the Continental system, which has latterly had for its object a

maritime peace.

His Majesty, in uniting his efforts to those of the other powers of the

Continent, to accelerate this epoch, so interesting to humanity, will justify

to his subjects the causes of the considerable losses which circumstances

have mdde them suffer, and prove to ail Europe, that the establishing of

peace upon the sea, and restoring commerce to its natural independence,

has never depended on him. In consequence of this, the formal declara-

tion of war against England shall be published in our periodical papers, and

the most stricc measures adopted to seize and confiscate colonial products
or goods of English manufacture. From the Supplement to the Abeille du

AW, Dec. 4.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROCLAMATION.
" WE Charles the Xlllth, &c. &c. malic known; Whereas in order to

maintain our relations with his Majesty the Emperor of the French, &c,

&c. we have been induced to declare war, and to break off all commerce
and other communication between our Kingdom and the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland: we have accordingly ordered, as we do

hereby order and enjoin, that in case, contrary to our expectation, any

English vessel or vessels should be at present in any of the ports of our

Kingdom, such vessel or vessels shall immediately be detained. And, with

a due observance of whatever has been enacted in the decrees already
issued in fhis respect, we do order, that no English ships of war, merchant

ships, and, ^without exception, all vessels coming from Great Britain, her

Colonies, and the States under her immediate government, or carrying

goods being of the produce or manufacture of, or belonging to the Crown
of Great Britain and her subjects, shall not, under the severest respon-

sibility, be permitted to enter any Swedish port.
" And comformable to the measures adopted in other States on the

Continent against the importation of English colonial '^oods, we are gra-

ciously pleased to order, that such goads must not, from any town or place

in our Kingdom, after this our gracious decree shall have been duly made
known there, be exported to foreign places on the Continent.
"

Accordingly, and as the stock of colonial goods now in the kingdom is
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cutlicient for some time for the want of our subjects, we have thought it

liVcessary to prohibit all importation into the kingdom, of such goods, or

colonial goods of whatever origin the same may be, or under whatever Hag

they may arrive.

"
And, therefore, after the publication of this decree, no vessel whatever,

laden with colonial goods, shall be permitted to put into any Swedish har-

bour. For the rest we shall separately order a due and careful investigation

to be made, in order to ascertain whether, and to what extent, English or

colonial goods, after the 23d of April, have, under any flag whatever, been

illegally imported into the kingdom ;
and we will then order how, and

in what manner the said goods shall be legally disposed of. And the

concerned high and low officers and servants are to pay due attention that

vVhat has thus heen ordered with respect to the first and second article be

carried into execution. Given in the Palace of Stockholm, 19th Novem-

ber, 1810.

(Signed)
" CHARLES."

PLATE CCCXXXVIL

IIE Island of Capri, which belongs to the province of Lovoro, in the

kingdom of Naples, is thus described by Professor Martyn :

" In fine weather it is a pleasant voyage to the island of Capri, antiently

Capreae,* 18 miles sonth from Naples, at the entrance oftheguif. Tiberius

Caesar pent ten years here in beastly debaucheries. Where the island is

not rock, the soil is very rich; and every spot that will admit it, is indus-

triously tilled. They catch annually from 12 to CO thousand quails ;
and

one year 160 thousand were netted. The accommodations at the inns

are bad; the island however unites such a variety of beauties, the scenery

is so charming, the climate so fine, the fruits so excellent, that it is well

worth the attention of a traveller."f

. The island, it may he added, is about four miles long, and one brond. It*

soil, according to Pinkerton, is calcareous. What chiefly recommended

Capri to Tiberius* was its temperate, healthful air, which is warm in

winter and cool in summer ;
and the nature of it* const', which is so very

steep, that a small number of men m:\v defend it against P. large army. The

surface of the island, when occupied by Tiberius, was cut into easy ascents,

Tcleloum Cuprcas cv.tr. rcgnx tcncret

Jam senior." Vine.. js. vii. 735.

" While pleasing Capres own'd his father's sway,

And iheTeleboan realms his nod obey." PITT.

f Vide " A TOUR THROUGH ITAJLV, by Thomas Martyn, B. D. F. R. S.' Lon-

don, 1791, pp. 31 C', 480.

rt, 3ol XXV. 3 c
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adorned with imperial and other palaces, and laid out in a variety of grovel
and gardens. The rocks beneath were cut into highways, grottos, galleries,

bagnios, and different subterraneous retirements
;
most of which were after-

wards defaced or demolished by the Romans. The principal ruins and
remains of antiquity, tor which Capri is celebrated, are at the extremity o*

the eastern promontory.
There are several springs of fresh water in the island

; and, in a delight-

ful valley, between the mountains, at the two extremities, stands the towi*

or city of Capri, which is the see of a bishop, suffragan of Amalfi. His re-

venue arises chiefly from the prodigious flights ofquails, noticed by Professor

Martyn, which appear at certain seasons; particularly in March, when tliev

are caught and sent to Naples for sale. On this account, the bishopric is

sometimes jocosely styled the bishopric of quails.

The inhabitants of Capri, estimated at about 100, are exempt from alt

taxes.*

To the foregoing particulars, gleaned from various authorities, we find

ourselves
, by the aid of a friendly contribution, enabled to add an original

description of the most recent visit to Capri by our countrymen, extracted

from the correspondence of a gentleman embarked in a civil situation on-

board II. M. S. Pompce, during the summer of 1806. This extract, besides

an animated narrative of local events more particularly appertaining to the

subject of the' annexed plate, incidentally serves in some degree to fill a

chasm in the naval history of that year, left by the paucity of information

from official authority. It is indeed high- time the fact should be recorded,

that the co-operation of the squadron was decisive towards the success of

that campaign in Calabria, of which the most brilliant operation has been

somewhat too ostentatiously denominated the BATTLE of Maida \. which

the XAV.YL CHRONICLE hereby asserts, and challenges contradiction, would'

not have been even fought without the navy.

" On 9th May, we left Gaeitaf and cruised for a day in Uie bay of Naples* On

the Ilth the Admiral (SirSiduey SmitbJ) sent a summons to the French cominnndrr

on the island of Capri, requiring him to surrender; which being refused, the

marines of the squadron landed about 8 o'clock in the evening : the Ele having

cleared the beai-h by repealed broadsides of grape and cannister shot; i:i which

service that ship had one man killed by a musquet ball from the shore. Alter a

contest which lasted until half past 11 o'clock, attended by the loss of one private

* The reader who may wish to be more particularly informed respecting the

history of Capri, during its occupation by Tioerius, is referred to T.icitus, Sue-

touius,&c. and, for its more modern history, to Brydone, and Swinburne.

}

" Tit qttoqnc litcrihus nostris, JEncri nutrii,

Altcrnan martens, fama/n, Gaieta, dedistl.'' VIRG. JKNEio. vii.

** You too Gaieta, whose indulgent cares

Nurs'd the great chief, and form'd his tender years,

Expiring here, (an ever hoaor'd name)
Adorn Hesperia with immortal fame." PITT.

* A view of Vaplt-s bay and Mount Vesuvius is in Vol. X. page 5l.

$ A biographical memoir and portrait of this officer are in Vol. IV. Also for-
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marine on oar side, while the enemy lost about 1O soldiers and their commander,
who was shot hand to hand by Captain Stannus of the Royal Marines beloaging
to the Athenicnne,* the French capitulated, npon the ground of an offer in the

letter written by the Admiral, that if they surrendered before midnight thej
should not become prisoners of war. It is very well they did, for their posiliru

was not only one of the strongest possible, but almost inaccessible; the Eagle's
broadside however damped the mar*ial spirit of the heroes of Lodi. It so hap-

pened, that owing to a relief having arrived two days before our R'.tack, and the

old detachment not having departed, there was a double garrison, amounting to

200 men
;
we landed about 250 ;

but the circumstance of nigh), ami the opportune
fall of the commandant, gave as possession of what (in the day-time) I think four

times the number of the besieged would not prevail against. On the soccee?mg
day, Sir Sidney Smith having intelligence that the enemy had a couple of ?4-

pounders in a vessel lying at Massa, on the main-land, sent the bontsto take them
which was done in the usual style of our operations; and they are now mounted
on the landing place at Capri. We were able only to furnish a temporary garri-

son of about 90 marines
;
but the Genera! [Sir John Stuartj is to send 300 troops.

"
Capri is an eligible rendezvous for a squadron upon this station, particularly

when, as under existing circumstances, the opposite coast s hostile, there being a

very good watering place. It is moreover (in marine phraseology) a good
" bear

up" for gun- boats, and such small craft, who in case of bad weather had no p{ac

x)f refuge nearer than Gaeta. The approaches to the military pest on the island are

very difficult, and defensible by a few men ; terror, as I have already remarked,

was our grand ally upon this occasion. The island produces palatable wine and

also oil: there are several curiousobjects of antiquity on it
; buildings, fortifications,

&c. I picked up a few copper medals of the Roman Emperors. It was to this

place that Tiberius used to retire and revel in debauchery ; the ruins of his

palaces are still discernible. Colonel *** and myself remained three days on

shore for the amusement of shooting quails, which are abundant ; and we availed

ourselves of that sojourn to see every thing worthy of remark. Contrary to gene,

ral opinion, or rather to received prejudice, we found in a convent of Carthusian

friars, some liberal enlightened men. I quite coveted some antique alabaster

vases of exquisite beauty in their collection. One in particular I made a remark

was like the vessel, I had only seen represented in classical prints, and called in

Jalin diota : to this one of our hosts assented ;
but the monk jocularly added

that they did not trust their quadrimum in such brittle ware, quoting.f

Deprome quadrimum Sabina

Thxliarche ! uierum diotu.

the olh'eial report of the operations in question, see Gazette letter, Vol. XVI.

page 163.

* This ship was not many months afterwards wrecked upon the Eskirkes ; see

Vol. XVI; page 493. And for the hydrographic description of those shoals, con-

sult page 94 of the present volume.

f Horace, book i. ode 9, literally,
" Draw iorth O Thaliarch ! the more gene-

rous wine of four years from the sabine jar." Scholiasts are not agreed whether

Thaliarchus here means the proper name of an individual, or is a fictitious ivnonym

for the poel's landlord, borrowed from the ttreek for the ake of givmj elevation lo

sijlc,
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This, as Sterne* would have said, was touching the string of my affections -

I felt myself at home in (he nionastc y from that moment.
" On 18th May, we sailed from Capri, coasting along Calabria; during the

calms we amused ourselves as follows; on the 20th we cut a polacre brig out of

Salerno bay ;
on the 23d, having intelligence that the French possessed two 56-

pounders at a place called Scalea, we landed and brought them away ; dispersing

the fellows, (about a dozen) who were placed to guard them
;
besides the guns

we got 30 barrels of powder, with a proportionate quantity of shot. On 2?th

May arrived at Messina.f
" The evening of our arrival, aft?r the customary and mutual salutes, we were

additionally greeted by an earthquake which shook the whole town of Messina;

indeed during our sta\
(till

9th June) I think there were no less than six slight

shocks. The philosophers account for these phenomena by electrical or chemical

principles.
The bigots attribute this visitation to the landing of our 78th regi-

ment (Highlanders), explaining that the modesty of the blessed virgin has been

outraged in her "
peculiar city" by the apparition of the brawny buttocks of these

Caledonian heroes. Their arrival certainly has created a curious sensation in

Messina, which nobody but Sterne could give a good idea of; and there have

been some ridiculous, but ineffectual, remonstrances against the kilt. The Sici-

lians could not at first believe, nor do they now completely understand that these

Highlanders are native troops ; they take them for foreign or Indian auxiliaries.

" On Sd June and the two preceding days there have been magnificent pro-

cessions in honor of the Virgin Mary, who it seems wrote a letter to the Messini-

ans, dated
" J rusalem 3d June," wherein she takes the city under her divine

protection ;
the original is unfortunately lost

;
but an undoubted copy is preserved

jn the cathedral. Hence the festival-is styled La Virgine dr.lla lettera, and is ac-

cording to usage celebrated by wa'lking,singing,and wax-candles (which last, above

all, form the essence of a Sicilian solemnity). On the 4th ofJune it was our turn

to exhihit. Accordingly we began l>y a thundering royal salute
;

Sir Sidney
entertained a grand party at dinner; and Sir John Stuart gave afestino, which

notwithstanding the temperature of an assembly of 500 persons, was kept up till,

3 o'cjock in the morning. Heavens ! what a squeeze.
" The poor Highlanders seem doomed to be always obnoxious to Sicilian de-

Jicacy. On this occasion, the General's guard, which was stationed in the entry,

to the number of 50 or 60, overcome by long watching, and bottled ale, had

yielded to sleep in various attitudes. Sicily abounds with fleas famous. pasture

no obstacle from clothes- hop, step, and jump there they are perched

dodged by Scotch fingers used to pursue the nimble enemy. The Fillibeg became

displaced Poaeret i .' said the Mesbinian ladies, with a look of com-

passu n as they passed between the double ranks. 9th June, sailed, in a violent

storm of thunder and lightning; and arrived at Palermo on the 12th."

The reader will perhaps not be displeased to compare the poetic version of the

came passage by Francis :

" Now melt away the winter's cold,

And larger pile the cheerful fire
;

Bring down the vintage four-year-old

Wiiose mcllow'd heat can mirth inspire.''

* See Slawkenbe-gius's Tale of Noses. Tristram Shandy, Vol. III. chap. xii.

f For descriptions and vits of M. snna, vide >SAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol.XYII^

page 309 ; and Vol. XXIV. pages 1.'8 and 400.
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HYDROGRAPHY.

SOUTHERN OCEAN.

PROBLEMATICAL
as is trans-atlantic authority, particularly on

subjects of science, it may nevertheless be proper to record, in the

hydrographic section of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, that an American news-

paper pretends to observe an error in the European charts, [y. which]
relative to Cape Frio, on the coast of Brazil : it is said to be laid down in

latitude 22 34' S. while it is in fact 23. In Vol. XIV. 243, it is marked
2 54'. In Vol. XXI. 43, it is stated by a correspondent (Tim. Weather-

side) upon the authority or' Arrowsmith, to be 23 2'. It is time that th;S

discordance in the determination of a position so interesting to southern

navigation should be settled : ships bound for Rio de Janeiro, must make

Cape Frio, and according to the American hydrographer, would run no

small risk, not to say commit fatal error, in trusting to the received estima-

tion for approaching the land It would be desirable that the perusal of

this article might prompt the officers of any of H. M. ships employed in

the southern seas, or the masters of the Post Office packets, who make

voyages in rotation with the Brazil mails, to contribute their observations

of this promontory to the NAVAL CHRONICLE. S.

NAVAL LITERATURE.

Tlte Life of Admiral Lord NELSO.V, K.B. from his Lordship's MSB.

by the Rev. JAMES STAJJIER CLARKE, F.R.S. Librarian to the Prince, and

Chaplain of his Royal Highness"s Household; and JOHN M'ARTHUR, Esq.

LL.D. late Secretary to Admiral Lord Viscount Hood. Tico Volumes,

imperial quarto. Dedicated, by permission, to fits Royal Highness, the

Prince. Cadell and Davies.

[Continued from Vol. XXIV. page 409.]

IT
is impossible for us to notice this important and valuable biographical

naval history, in the regular succession \ve had at first intended, with-

out too much neglecting other important articles, which the variety and

press of naval papers, &c. have lately accumulated. This Life, as we

expected, continues to support a high character not only amongst naval

men, but also with those statesmen who can best appreciate its candour,

veracity, and interesting information, not only as regarding our lamented

Nelson, but also the pieser.t leading officers in tLe British navy.

The Battle of the Nile, at which we left off in our preceding notice of tbe
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Life, is> for the first time, in tliis work described according to real facts,

The reader is now at length informed, what Admiral Nelson's real plan of

attack was, had time and opportunity admitted of it : and, that when, in

order to bring on a prompt and immediate action, he actually gave up his

own original intentions of giving battle to the enemy, in order to avoid

confusion or delay ; he then, with his usual liberality and greatness of mind,

gave its whole powers, to improve and support the idea of leading between

the French line and the Egyptian shore, which Captain Foiey, the first ship

who reached the French fleet, had thought it right from existing circum-

stances to adopt. The following is therefore a most important fact, which

had never before been presented to the public ; and which must consequently

have iven the biographer considerable trouble to investigate and ascertain.

(Vol. II. page 79.)
" The original plan of attack which he (Sir II. Xel-

son) had intended to have adopted, if Captain Foley had not judged it

expedient to lead within the French line, was to have kept entirely on its

outer side ;
and to have stationed his ships, as far as he was able, one on

the outer bow and another on the outer quarter of each of the enemy.
This would certainly have produced a most destruciive fire, and would have

caused our shot to have crossed clear of our own ships."

Mr. Clarke's account of this memorable battle extends throughout four-

teen large and closely printed pages : and in them he appears to have

anxiously given to every ship, and her brave commander, the respective

attention and praise which their exertions merited. One of the noblest

facts in this battle, had been previouly too much lost in the blaze of glory

which surrounded the heroic commander. It is thus related :

(Vol. II. page 80.)
*' His ship (the Culloden) served as a beacon to the

Alexander, Captain A. Ball, and the Swiftsure, Captain B. Hallowell ;

which from having been detached, were late before they could get into

action The gallant manner in which they at last entered the Bay of

Aboukir and took their stations, notwithstanding the darkness that pre-

vailed, and their utter ignorance of the situation of the other ships of their

squadron, is still spoken of with admiration by their brother officers. It

formed a most brilliant event in the Battle of the Nile. It was eight o'clock

tetbre they reached the scene of action ; when the darkness, which was

only interrupted by the flashing of the guns, rendered it extremely diflicult

10 distinguish their own squadron."

A proper and impartial attention, having been in the same manner given

to the different captains of the squadron, and the respective statious in

which their ships were anchored by the stern
;
the reader is then gratified,

with the following hitherto neglected circumstances of the battle, when ;;

Horatio was wounded ; and of the situation in which lit imagined himself

to be, when he wrote the first sentence of his celebrated ofiicial letter.

(Vol. II. page 83.)
"

During the heat of tlie b;ittle, and when Nelson

had received his severe wound in the head from a piece of langridge shot,

wine circumstances occurred which marked hie character and disposition.
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On being wounded, he had been assisted in going below
; where, de-

siring that he might wait until his turn came, it was some time before he

was discovered by the surgeon. The pain was intense, and Nelson felt

convinced that his wound was mortal. A large piece of the skin of his

forehead, which had been cut to the bone, hung down over his eye, and not

having any sight from the other, he was left perfectly blind. Mr. Jefferson

assured him, on probing the wound, that there was no immediate danger.
He would not, however, indulge any hope ;

and having desired Mr. Comyn,
his chaplain, to convey his dying remembrance to Lady Nelson, he ordered

the Minotaur to be hailed, that he might thank her brave and gallant cap-'

rnin, Louis, for coming up so nobly to the support of the Vanguard. The
interview affected all who beheld it.

" Mr. Jefferson having bound up and dressed the wound, requested the

admiral to remain quiet in the bread room
; but nothing could repress his

anxious and enthusiastic disposition. He immediately ordered his secre-

tary, Mr. Campbell, to attend him in the bread room, that no time might
be lost in writing to the Admiralty. This gentleman, who1

is since dead,

had been himself wounded ;
and beholding the blind and suffering state of

the admiral, became so much affected that he could not write. The chap-
Jain was then summoned

;
but the eagerness and iriTpntience of Nelson

increasing, he took the pen himself, and contrived to trace some words

which marked at that awful moment his devout sense of the success he had

then obtained. He was after this left alone : when, suddenly, the news of

the French admiral's ship 1'Orient, being on fire, re-echoed throughout the

decks of the Vanguard. Unassisted and unnoticed amidst the general con-

fusion, Nelson contrived to find his way up the ladders, and tp the'

astonishment of every one, appeared again on tire quarter-deck. lie imme-

diately gave orders tha't his first lieutenant, Gahvay, should be sent in the

only boat which the Vanguard had saved, with oihers from his squadron, to/

the relief of the enemy. After the dreadful explosion of 1'Orient he was

persuaded, though with some difficulty, to go to bed
;
but still continuing

restless, he got up and signed Captain T. M.Hardy"s commission for the

Vanguard, as Captain Berry was to go home with the despatches, and1

Captain CapelV* for the Mutine."

We shall give two more .selections from this Life, and if possible, in the

present Volume.

[To be continued.]

* The HOH. Captain Capcl, who had been signal lieutenant in the

during the battle.
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The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no morp.

FALCONER.

ELEGIAC STANZAS,

OX THE DEATH OF WM. HANCOCK KELLY, ESQ. VICE-ADMIRAL OE THT

BLUE SQUADRON,

Who died at Kelly, near Plymouth; 2d May, 1811.

Linquenda teiltis, ei domus, et vlacens

Uaor ; nequeharum yuas colis arborum,

Te, prater iniisas cupressos,

Ulla brerem dominum sequetur." lion.

'/ IIS past. At length the silent tomb contains

-*- The faithful friend, kind -pouse, and tender sire
;

Whose loss demands the sorrowing poet's strains,

The warmest tribute of his mournful lyre.

Yes, Chief rever'd ! though private friendship ne'er

Bound thee to him in life's uncertain road,

Shall he refuse to drop the manly tear,

For one whose breast \vas charity's abode?

For one,* who, far from England's sea-girt shore,'

So firmly stood when faction hemm'd him round,

And, though success his efforts crown'd, forbore

To punish crimes which true repentance found ?

Forbid it Heaven ! th* involuntary sigh

Will rise, where generous feeling bears control ;

And tears will dim the lustre of the eye,

When Sorrow's shafts are rankling in the soul.

* This gallant officer, when a captain, commanded a line-of-battle ship on a

foreign station, the crew of which mutinied in consequence of their being ordered

to proceed to the East Indies. His conduct on that occasion was so remarkably
cool and spirited, that he completely succeeded in quelling the mutiny, which

was, at one time, likely to injure the best interests of his country, But such wai

the natural benignity of his heart, that he omitted to punish the ringleaders, being

thoroughly convinced of their sincere sorrow for the past; and seeing that nothing

but death could be the result of a court martial on them. For this omission lie

failed not to incur censure at t/ic moment ; but his death-bed reflections must har
been of a most consolatory nature.
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Peace to thy manes ! Cease* fair maid to weep;
Thy father rests with honor : >but if still'

Thy tears must flow ; this cot-solution keep,
He only sleeps, remov'd from every ill.

And ye,t adopted children of his heart,

Ye orphan sisters ! 'mid your grief sincere

Reflect 'tis only for a time you part ;

Again you'll meet him in a happier sphere.

THE severe conflict that led to the recent capture of the Bellona,t and
nnother of the French squadron of frigates in the Adriatic, call to recollec-

tion the pointed

EPIGRAM,
Written In 1758, on the Engagement between the BELLOXA French, end

VESTAL English, Frigates,

" TN vain Bellona mounts the Gallic gun,
-*- To hurl destruction on the British nun ;

Chaste as she lives, so chastely she'll expire ?

There's no extinguishing a Vestal's fire."

THE SLAVE BROKER.

(From MONTGOMERY'S Poem, entitled The West Indies.}

LIVES
there a savage ruder than the slave ?

Cruel as death, insatiate as the grave,

False as the winds that round his vessel blow,

Remorseless as the gulf that yawns below

Is he who toils upon the wasting Hood,

A Christian broker in the trade of blood ;

Boisterous in speech, in action prompt and bold,

He buys, he sells he steels he kills, for gold.

* The grief of Miss Kelly, the admiral's only daughter, for the deatli of her

father, was so extreme, that it was with the greatest difficulty she could be pre-

vailed on to quit the body.

f The worthy admiral's affection for his nieces (the Orphan daughters of th

late Captain Robertson, of the royal navy, who was killed in battle) has been so

manifest in the truly kind protection he lias afforded them for many years past,

that the bare mention of the circumstance is sufficient to arouse the
1

fadings of *

mind possessing a spark of sensibility, for the loss *>f such a vaA,

$ See Letters on Service, page 75 of this Volume.

. #J>ton. Qlol. XXV, 3 H
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At non, when sky and ocean, calm and cltfar,

Bend round his barkyone blue unbroken sphere ;

When dancing dolphins sparkle through the brine,

And sun-beam circles o'er the waters shine;

He sees no beauty in the heaven serene,

No soul enchanting sweetness in the scene,

But darkly scowling at the glorious day,

Curses the winds that loiter on their way.
When swoln with hurricanes the billows rise,

To meet the lightning midway from the skies ;

When from the unburthen'd hold his shrieking slave.;

Are cast, at midnight, to the hungry waves ;

Not for his victims strangled in the deeps,

Not for his crimes the harden'd pirate weeps ;

But grimly smiling, when the storm is o'er,

Counts his sure gains, and hurries back fur more.

THE CREOLE.

(From the same.)

IVES there a reptile baser than a slave ?

-Loathsome as death, corrupted as the grave,

See the duh
1

Creole, at his pompous board,

Attendant vassals cringing round their lord
;

Satiate with food, his heavy eye-lids close,

Voluptuous minions fan him to repose ;

Prone on the noon-day couch he lolls in vain,

Delirious slumbers rock his maudlin brain ;

He starts in horror from bewildering dreams,

His blood-shot eye with fire and frenzy gleams ;

He stalks abroad ; through all his wonted rounds,

The negro trembles, and the lash resounds,

And cries of anguish, thrilling through the air,

To distant fields his dread approach declare.

Mark, as he passes, every head declin'd ;

Then slowly rais'd to curse him from behind.

This is the veriest wretch on nature's face

Own'd by no country, spurn'd by every race,
The tether'ci tyrant of one narrow span,
The bloated vampire of a living man ;

His frame a fungus form, of dunghill birth,

Tfiat taints the air, and rots above the earth,

His soul
;

has he a soul, whose sensual breast

Of selt!slij>assions is a serpent's nest?

Who follows headlong, ignorant and blind,

The Viigue brute instinct of an idiot mind :
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Ev'n in his mother's lap was chill'd to stone ;

Whose heart, 'midst scenes of suffering, senseless grown,
Whose torpid pulse no social feelings move;
A stranger to the tenderness of love,
His motley harnm charms his gloating eye,
Where ebon, brown, and olive beauties vie :

His children, sprung alike from sloth and vice,
Are born, his slaves, and lov'd at market price.
Has he a soul ? Wi(,h his departing brealh,
A form shall hail him at the gates of death,
The spestre Conscience shrieking through the gloom
'

Man, we shall meet again beyond the tomb.'

LINES
Addressed to the Author of the Lay of the Last Minstrel, \>y

a

TrTTE who midst ruins old delights to stray,
* -- While sunshine gilds the eve of parting day,
Heads with extatic rapture, whilst you tell,

How Musgrave fought, how Musgrave fell :

But, when you sing of that dark mystic hour,
When Michael's shade appear'd in Branksome Tower,
The blood run's chill, the nerves confess your sway,
The reader's feelings best applaud your lay:

With you he hears the solemn organ's tones,

. With you he listens to the warrior's moans:

Hears the slow, solemn, requiem rise,

And the loud anthem swelling to the skies.

llafo.

ADMIRALTY COURT.

SLAVE TRADE,

ACAUSE relating to the slave trade lately came on to be tried in the

High Court of Admiralty, the result of which will give general satis-

faction. It appeared that the ship William and Mary proceeded from Ame-
rica to Madeira, to obtain Portuguese papers, and to sail under a Portu-

guese flag, as the slave trade is prohibited by law in the United States of

America. When the ship reached Madeira, her name was changed to the

Fortuna, and a Portuguese master was nnmed as Master. Matters being

thus arranged, the ship was to proceed to Angola for the purpose of taking

ia a cargo of slaves for ;h Hnvannah or Cuba. The vessel WQS captured
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by the Melampu?, Captain Hawkins, and sent into Plymouth, where, after

unlading, the platform, for making a staire for slaves, was discovered, and

in the hold were the iron bars, chains, and divers other abominable in-

struments, for confining the unfortunate beings destined for slavery. Ther

were nfto found papers, concealed, proving the ship to be the adventure

of an American. On the discovery being made, it was represented that one

of the parties concerned had laid violent hands on himself. The learned

Judge condemned the ship and cargo as subject to confiscation. The bill

brought in by Mr. Brougham renders the carrying on the slave trade, after

the 1st of May next, felony, rendering the parties liable to be transported,

for a term not exceeding 14 years ;
or imprisoned, and kept to hard labour,

for a term not exceeding rive^years, nor less than thnre.

INSURANCE. In a case tried some months ago, the plaintiff was the cp

lebrated Captain Goodall, Vice-Admiral of Hayti, in the service of General

President Cliristophe. The defendants were the underwriters at Lloyd's.

.Admiral Goodall, it appeared, had sold to President Christophe an English

ship, which he had previously fined out as a ship of war; and it was in-

tended to he used by that chieftain for the purpose of carrying on war

against Petion. For this ship, Goodall was paid in produce, with which h

freighted a vessel hired for the purpose, and the vessel was cleared out at

Cape Francois for Enjjand. Lefore he freighted the vessel, he caused his

agents in London to insure the cargo for 28.UOOI. In the mean time Good-

all was sent, by order of Christophe, on a cruise on" the city of St. Domingo,

against a flotilla belonging to the nval chieftain, Petion, which he de-

stroyed. During this interval, Goodall's vessel, aftef being loaded, was

cleared out, under the superintendaricc of a Mr. Grogan, a merchant at

Cape Francois, who went on hoard as a passenger to England. While this

was doing an English :-quadi on from Jamaica surrounded the Ilaytian fleet,

under Goodall, took possession of his ship, took bitn and his omcers pri-

soners, and sent them all as state prisoners to England, on board a King's

ship. After remaining at Plymouth for near six weeks, they were released

by an order from the Secretary at State ; and soon afterwards they ar-

rived in London. Mr. Grogau had gone on board Goodall's vessel as pas-

stnger, and the vessel sailed. Shortly after she sailed, the master died.

On the passage Grogan assumed the command, and prevailed on the mate

and crew to steer to Baltimore. On the arrival of the vesst.1 at Baltimore,

be sold t..e cargo for 30,0001. put the money into his own pocket, and

be.an to live in a state of splendid extrnvngar.ee in that city. He sent the

vt^el afterwards home, under the cure ot Mr. Hutchins, the clikf ma.te,

who brought her safe into Liverpool, in ballast. Admiral Goodall then

sued the underwriters for the value of the cargo. The defence made by

them was, that he had appointed Grogan a his supercargo, with a roving

commission to dispose of the carg', whenever he plcastd ;
that consequently

Grojian was his servant; and that they were not liable for any act of his.

For the Plaintiff it was contended, that ti-e goods were stolen, and such

Stealing was tantamount to a capture. It was, however, proved by Hut-

ciuns, the mate, that Grogan hail no authority on board, except whin r*
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unlawfully assumed on the death of the Cnpin, and that he intimidated
the wiihle of the crew by language to the follmvin'Z effect:

" Oh ! Goodall
is sent home as a state prisoner for piracy he and his officers will be

hanged, we shall have it all to ourselves." The Court decided in favour <

Captain Goodall.

COURT OF KlN'0's BEXCH, MARCU 8.

WHITE 7?. INGLI3.

This was p.n action on a policy of insurance on goods from Yarmouth
to Heligoland, insured against loss by capture of the enemy.
Mr. Garrow stated, that tie understood that in the defence to this action

it was not to be contended that the loss did not accrue by capture, but by
sea risk, under the following circumstances : The ship sailed from Yar-

mouth, hut meeting with Lad weather, she ran a ground near the Danish
coast. She received, however, so little damage, that at the return of die

tide she floated, and was about to proceed on her voyage. At that time

the Danes were a little angry at some small disturbances we had occa-

sioned at Copenhagen, and being on the look-out for stray merchant ships,

they discovered the one in question, and sent out two armed boats, who
took possession of her, and carried her into a Danish port ; yet, he under-

stood, it was to be contended that this was not a capture by the enemv.

He then called the supercargo, who proved the case as stated by Mr. Gar-

row. He said the goods were put on board in London; that he joined the

ship at Yarmouth, whence they sailed 0:1 thoSfjth of October.

Mr. Marryatt, for the Defendant, contended, that the words in the po-

licy-" in goods from loading thereof on board the sh|p" implied that

they were to be loaded at Yarmouth, and that it did not cover the goods
loaded at Yarmouth.

Lord Ellenborough held that it was sufficient that if they were on boarJ

nt Yarmouth. Verdict for the Plaintiff.

SIR R. GEORGE AND OTHERS, V. TAYLOR, ESQ.

This was an action against a ship owner, for non-performance of his

contract. The Defendant had hired the ship Commerce, to the Transport

Board, under a penalty of 500l. for non-sea-worthiness, or other failure of

performance. The ship was sent out in April 1807, laden with provisions;

she was obliged to return shortly after, from the leaky state in which slie

was found at sea. The provisions were damaged to the amount of more

than the penalty of the bond, but the action was forced to restrict itself

to the penalty. Witnesses were called to prove the material facts. Mr.

Taylor made no defence, and the jury accordingly found a verdict for tle

Plaintiff.Damages, 5UOl.

COURTS MARTIAL.

April 28. A Court Martial assembled on board the Gladiator, to try

Lieut. Joseph Tullidge, thesurvjving Oih'eers and Ship's Company, of. II.M.S.
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Africainr, when she was captured by the cncraj off toe Isie of France,

The Court baring examined into the circumstances attending her capture*

agreed,
"

Tliat his Majesry's said ship, Africaine was captured by a re
force of the eijemv, after an action which was commenced by tl

order ofher deceased Coonnander, (die lateCapt. Robt. Corbet;, in a very

brave and spirited meaner; and after he was disabled by tbe lots of his

right leg, bj the second broadside of the enemy, was continued by the said

Lieut.Joseph Tuiildge, in the most gallant and determined mani.er, although

be had receivedJoiir tften wonA daring the action, as long as there was

the least chance of preserving her from the enemy ; and did adjudge the

said Lieut. Tullidge, his surviving Officers, and Ship's company, to be MOST

HOXOCRABLT ACQUITTED/*

Oa the same day, Mr. Isaac Wilkiason, gaaner of H. M. S. Medusa, was

cried for landing at tbe Sally Port, on bis return to the ship from tbe gun-

wharf, and taking the boat's crew to a public-bouse, where they were all

drinking together, to tbe great hazard and destruction of the boat (which
bad a carrooade in it); and for abusing and striking a young midshipman,
and retnn.ing drunk to tbe ship. He was dismissed from his office, ren-

dered incapable of ever sen ing as an officer again, but to serve ia such

otber situation as the comnander-in-chief shall direct.

April 29. Lieutenant Edward Ross, of H. M. sloop Goldfinch, was tried

by a court martial for disrespect to Captain Waller, of that sloop. The

charge being proved, he was sentenced to be dismissed the service.

April SO. A court martial -was balden on Lieutenant Benjamin K

of tbe Cyaoe. for beating in a most dreadful and cruel manner, on the 24th

of March, Robert Clayton, a **^pf of the same ship. Tbe charge

baviug been in part proved, be was sentenced to be dismissed from tLc

ship, and placed at the bottom of the list of lieutenants.

On the same day, Mr. Win. Sotyttan, surgeon, of tbe same ship, was

tried for neglect of duty, by having, when called upon to attend Robert

Clayton, refused or neglected so to do. Tbe charge was proved, but in

consideration of circumstances, he was adjudged to be only admonished to

be more attentive in future.

On die same day, John Burrowes, a seaman belonging to the Rltin fri-

gate, was tried by a court martial on board the Salvador del Muiido, far

desertion to the enemy. lie was fuund guilty, and sentenced to suffer

death.

May 2. Mr. William Morgan, boatswain of the Dryad, was tried for

drunkenness, and sentenced to be dismissed his sauarion as boatswain, a-.rj

to serve before the mast in &acb ship as tLe commauder-in-chief may thiuk

tit to direct.

Lieutenant Benjamin John Bray, of the Rapid, '.as been tried by a court

martial on a charge of drBakcune* ; which being substantiated io several

uutauces, be was teaieuced u> be drsmrsfed



NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, isil.

(April Mai/.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

THE
most important navitl event which lias for some time occurred, i<

the victory obtaii>ed by Captain Iloste, over a French squadron i';

the Adriatic. For its extent, the engagement was unquestionably one of the

most severe, and, for us, one of the most brilliant, that has taken place

during the war. Captain Hostess force consisted of II. M. S. Amphion,C'erl--

frus, Active, and Volagc; mounting, in the whole, 124 guns, and carrying <3?9

men : to this was opposed a French squadron, of five frigates, and various

smaller vessels; numbering, in guns, 272, and in men, including .IOC'

troops, 2C65 ! The result of the action, which lusted six hours, was, that

two of the enemy's frigates were captured, and one destroyed; the remain-

der owing their escape to the crippled state of the masts and rigging ot

his Majesty's ships. Our loss, unfortunately, amounted to M killed, niid

150 wounded
; but, considering the great numerical superiority of the

enemy, in ships, guns, r.nd men, the wonder is, that it should not have been

heavier. It has been fairly remarked, that the very name of Captain llc-t

inculcates the old axiom Fas est et ab HOSTS duccri. He certainly will

long be remembered by the enemy, who may have gained experience Lv
tbeir discomfiture.

Gold medals, descriptive of the action, are preparing, and will he pre-

sented to the Captains Hosle, Hornby, Gordon, and Whitby, to be worn bs*

them in the usual manner.

We understand that Captain Hoste was first taken to sea by his Xorl'illv

Countryman, Lord Nelson, under whom, and other Commanders, he served

in thirty-six actions, without a wound, until the last. lie was in that of

Trafalgar, and was honoured by the dying request of his immortal patron,
that he might succeed to the Amphion frigate, (in which he so recent U

distinguished himself) which Lord Collingwood instantly obeyed.

For the amusement of our readers, and as forming a most ludicrous con-

trast to our Letters on Stn-ice, relating to this affair, we insert the fol-

lowing

Trench account of the late cclion in the Adriatic, written (/ mi Ttuli,.:

lonel [ ! ! ] (is it appeared in the MONII ELR of April 1 1.

"
MOXSEIGXEI-R,

"
Lesi/u!, Ma re ft 14.

*' In consequence of the command of your Royal Highness, I embarked
onboard the frigate Favourite, at Ancoua, on the ilth, in the evei.;n_.

The division was under the command of Captain Puhourdieu, constM

four frigates and two small corvettes, forming in all tix ships, two of which

belong to the French, and four to the Italian nary. They got tinder sail

with a light brecae niwut seven in the evening. At sun-act, on the I'tlj.
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we perceived the eastern point of Lissa I proposed to Captain Do-*

bourdieu that I should hind at Lissa, with 300 men, whom I had on

board, in order to take a position. This, however, lie refused, and the

division remained the whole night in sight of land, keeping before the wind;

At day-break we perceived the English division, which consisted of a cut-

down ship of the line, carrying only her lower deck guns, and three frigates.

The Commodore immediately made the signal to prepare for battle. Af

the Favourite sailed better than the other ships, she was two leagues a-head

of the rest of the division. However, at a quarter past seven, the order was

^iveii for the action to commence. Captain Meillerie said to me :
" Co-

"'
lonei, would it not be beucr we-re we to wait an hour longer, and forifl

" our line?" I communicated this observation to the Commander, who

replied :
" This is the happiest day of our lives: two of these ships must

" be ours; we have the advantage of two frigates over the enemy, and arc
" as well manned as he is." Your Royal Highness must be aware, that on

board this ship I was nothing: and that I now, for the first time in an action

at sea, could only concur with this brave officer; and it is impossible to

describe the courage which animated the crew of the Favourite. A few

minutes after 8 the frigate hr.d got within gun-shot of two of the enemy's

ships, received their fire, and returned it with astonishing activity from

both sides : the wind, however, which had become very slack, entirely

sunk; and it became at last quite calm. We had been an hour ami a quar-

ter in action, and no ship of our division had joined us.

" At a quarter past P, Captain Dubourdiou said to me: "This is a glorious
"

day, but I have been somewhat too rash; courage, however ! our division
"

will yet support us." Scarce had he spoken these words, when a 1ml

struck him. About the same time, the Frigate Flora came into the line ;

and about half- past 10, the Covironnc, and half an hour later the Danae

also joined. From this plain statement, your Highness will perceive how

inconsiderate O'.ir manoeuvres were.

** As the Captain of the frigate and the Lieutenant were killed, the com-

mand, according to the practice in such cases, devolved on me; the Mid-

shipman Villeneuve directed the rnaiiOHivres. About half-past ten o'clock

the masts of the Favourite fell by the board, and M. Villcneuve intimated

to me that he could no longer steer the vessel. 'We were standing at the

same time before the wind, close by the Island of Lissa. I gave orders to

steer for the land, took possession of several vessels, in which I put my
sailors on board, and allowed the frigate to escape without interruption.

" The Conronne having lost all her masts, was, after the most obstinate

resistance, obliged tastrikc about half-past four o'clock. The Danae. the

Flora, and a corvette, ran, during the night, into Lessina. The English, in

the utmost distress, took refuge in the Island of St. George, after they had

set fire to the Couronnc ;
and one of their frigates, after being wholly dis-

masted, ran against the rocks of the Island, and in all probability must

have been dashed to pieces.
" The result of this action is, on our part, the loss of two frigates ;

the

loss on the part of the English ia one frigate, and a cut down vessel.
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"
It is certain, that if Captain Dubourdieuhad wished to wait longer and

Concentrate his division, this day would have been very glorious for the

Italian navy. The extraordinary zeul and abilities of this officer have

atchieved a two-fold victory. At all events the Italian marine have
Covered themselves with glory, a;id acquired a fame that will be transmitted

to posterity, by engaging and baffling the English with an equal, if not inte-

rior force, in spice of the skill and manoeuvres of their Commanders. This

merit will neither be overlooked nor unrewarded by his Majesty. Having
once engaged us, the enemy found no difference between the French and
Italian regiments. The Italian marine had merited the same praise ; and
it must be to England a source of much anxiety and disappointment, that

the sailors of the Adriatic are not inferior to the French seamen. The divi*

sion will set sail to-morrow from Lesina for Ragusa in order to refit.

" It is the opinion of all the sea-faring people, that if Captain Dubour-

dieu had kept his division together, we should have got possession of two

of the enemy's ships, though the enemy had two cut-down ships of the line.

However, without reckoning the two corvettes which we had more than the

tnemy. and the advantage resulting from their having two reduced ships of

the line, our frigates had each 80 men on board, which enabled them to

fire from bo*h sides. The rashness and impetuosity of Captain Dubourdieu

lost every thing. Your Royal Highness will no doubt receive pleasure from

the good conduct of the seamen on this day (though a positive victory was

not obtained), which is the more to be wondered at, as it is the first action

in which the Italian marine has been engaged, which must gain them the

favour and approbation of his Majesty. I have no doubt that the French

officers will represent to the Minister of Matirie the distinguished courage

the Italian seamen displayed on this occasion.

" Great as the error was which Captain Dubourdieu committed", his loss

is much to be regretted. Never was officer more brave, or seaman more

kilful ;
but the sight of the enemy produced an imprudent temerity.

"The loss of the English rs immense: half their officers,- and a great

part of their crews, were killed.

"
Finally, the good disposition of the inhabitants of the coast of Dal-

matia, ought to be made known to your Highness.
" Vessels came from all the Islands to our assistance; and th national

guards hastened to the coast, and offered us their assistance.

" A. GEFSLENGA, Colonel-adjutant."

We are not without the hope of shortly hearing of another naval victory;

Four French frigates lately escaped from Toulon, but were immediately

pursued by a British squadron.

The following is an Account of the French Naval Force in the Meditcr*

taneun, in April 181 1.

Ships.
Guns. Commanders.

")
Adm. Ganteaume, Chief d'EtaU

Maiestucuse - 120 > Major Duranteau, Prern. Adjt.

J Voisin Capitaiiie Violt

JNIW ttOl. XXV. 3 I
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Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Austerlitz. . . . 120 <f X'
C" Admi"1

.

Allemande

l^Lapitaine Guien

Commerce de Paris.. ..120J^ Ad iral C
.

osmas

^Captain Jorouard

Donauwert ..............80 Infernet

Ulra 74 Duclos

Danube.... ..........74 Henri

Breslaw.... 74 Allemande

Suffrein... 74 Leaville

Genois. . .......74 Montalvert

Magnanirue ...............74 Jugau

Ajtu ,
74 Petit

LaBoree .......... 74 Scnoy
Hannibal 74 Mahe

Penelope.... ........ ^....40 Dubordun, C. V.

Pomone.. ......40 Lofamel, C. V.

Pauline 40 Montfort, C. V.

Amelie 40 Maynard, C. V.

Proserpine ...36 Ganteaume, C. F-

Incorruptible ..............40 - Martin, C. F.

Theraise 36 Villon, C. F.

ia Victorieuse ........22 carronades

Adrien ............... ....40- new.

La Naviere, 800 tons, armed store-ship, carrying 30 guns.

la Baleine, 80<J ditto, ditto 30 guns.

Durance, 45ft ditto, ditto, SO guns.

Building. Monarqu* and Sceptre, at Toulon j a line of battle ship and
a frigate, at Genoa.

At Cetfu. La Danac,* 40 guns, Capitaine Dccouche ;
La Flore, 40, Ca-

pitaine Lambert.

At JLiobat. La Girafe, armed store-ship, 800 tons, 30 guns; La Cara-

van, ditto, 800 tons, and 30 guns.

At Leghorn, Port Essine, and Gtnoa. L'Abeille, 18 caronades, SO

pounders, Murat, L. V. ; Lc Courier, 16 ditto; Le Endjmion, 16 ditto;

Janus 16 ditto
;.
La Ligurie, 10 ditto.

At Port Vender. IA Tactique, 20 carronades, 36 pounders; La Fleche,

K) guns, schooner.

Toulon, Russian ships, Moscow, 74, and St. Pierre, $4, unserviceable,

to be cut down to hulks for the slaves.

N. B. All the 40 gun frigates carry 18 pounders those of 36 guns only
18 pounders. Those marked thus * were built at Genoa; C. V. signifies

Capitaine de Vaisseauj C, F, Capitaine de Frejate; L. V. Lieutenant d

Vaisteau.
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on

Copied verbatim from the LONDON GAZSTTE,

ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, APRIL 13, 1811.

Copy of a Letterfrom Captain Bertram, of his Majesty
1

sloop the Persian,
addressed to Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart, end transmitted by the
latter to John Wilson Croker, Esq.

His Majesty's sloop Persian, off Eeachy Head,
SIP-, Aprils, 1811.

BZLNG offBcachy Head in his Majesty's sloop Persian under my com-

^
mand, yesterday afternoon at two P.'M. the signal station made a sig-

nal for a smuggling vessel discharging her car-o in the orfing, between the
south and south west; made sail in chase; at half-past eleven P.M. saw a
lugger on the lee bow, steering for the French coast, and after nearly an
tour's chase, and firing two or three broadsides, I had the satisfaction of

eemg her lower her sails and bring to. She proved to be the French lug-
ger privateer 1'Arabuscade, of J4 guns, with a complement of 63 men,
but had only. 36 on board, (having left the rest on shore,) commanded by
Monsieur Nicholas Augustine Briganda, belonging to Dieppe, out 40
iuurs, but had not made any capture.

I have the honour to be, c.

C. BERTRAM, Commander.

Admiral Sir Charles Cotton has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.
a letter he had received from Captain Barrie, of H.M.S Pomone, giving an
account of his having, on the 18th of January last, captured the Dubourdieu
French privateer brig, belonging to Toulon, carrying 14 twelve-pounders,
^and a complement of 93 men.

APRIL 16, 1811.

Vice-admiral Thornborough has transmitted to John Wilson Croker,
Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Maitland, of H. M. S. Emerald,
giving an account of his having, on the 6th instant, captured 1'Augusto, a
French ship privateer, of 18 guns, and 126 meu

; out three days from

Brest, without having made any capture^

MAY 11, 1811.

ADMIRAL LORD GAMBIER has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq.
a letter which his Lordship had received from Captain Sir George Ralph
Collier, of His Majesty's Ship Surveillame, giving an account of his having,
on the 1st instant, captured La Creole French Privateer, of fourteen guns
and one hundred and fifteen men, on her first cruize from Bourdeaux.

MAY 14, 1811.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. Commander in

Chief <f H. M. S. and Vessels in the Mediterranean, to John Wilson

Croker, Esq. dated on board the San Josef, off Toulon, the 2d April, 1811.

SIR.

I have much satisfaction in transmitting to the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty the accompanying copy of a letter from Captain Otway, re-

porting the capture, by the Ajax and Unite, on the 31st ultimo, of the

Dromiidaire French Frigate-built Ship, having on board ammunition and

*tores supposed for Corfu.

XJie Dromadaire being a new ship, and calculated for His Majesty's sen-
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vice, I shall direct Commissioner Fraser to purchase her, together with the

Stores, &c. &c. for His Majesty's service. I have the honour to be, &c.
C. COTTON".

SIR, H. M. S. Ajax, offElba, March, 3 1 , 18 1 1 .

In pursuance of the instructions I had the honour to receive from you
on the 2(kh instant, for intercepting the Fri,aies which had escaped from

Toulon to the eastward, I lost not a moment in pushing through tiie Strait*

of Bonifacio, directing liu- Unite at the same time to go round by Cape
Corse. On my rejoining her last night oft" this Island, 1 was informed she

had been chased during the day by the Enemy's Frigates, and that they
were working through the Piombino Passage. All sail was immediately
made in that direction, and at dawn this morning they were discovered (as

per margin*) a little to windward. From the short distance they were
from the land, I regret we could only succeed in cutting offthe Dromadaire,
the rear ship; the other two narrowly escaped from Captain Chamber-

layne by running into Porto Ferrago.
The Dromadaire is a

very
fine frigate-built ship, of eight hundred tons,

sails remarkably well, and is only five months old ; she was constructed by
the French government for the express purpose of carrying stores. Her

cargo consists of fifteen thousand shot and shells of different sizes, and

ninety tons of gunpowder.
She was commanded by a Lieutenant de Yaisscau, and her compliment

one hundred and fifty men. From the report of the prisoners it appears
thev were bound to Corfu. I have the honour to be, &c.

To Sir C. Cotton, Bart. $c. K. W. OTWAY.
MAY 14, 181J.

Copy of a Le'ter from Captain Atcliison, Commander ofH. M Sloop th,?

Scylla, addressed to Admiral Sir Robert Catder Bart. Commander in

Chiefqf Plymouth* ai\d transmitted by the latter to Joft^i ]Vilnon Crvk?>~ f

JS*y.'

Hit Majesty's Rri Scylla, within Les Triagos
SIR, JRocks, off Morla'uc, May 8, 181 1.

I have the pleasure to inform you, being close in with the Ile of Bas,
this morning at half-past nine o'clock observed a man of war Brig, with

live small sail under convoy, to leeward, which I immediately gave chacp
to; half-past eleven came up and commenced firing at her and coin oy;

forty-five minutes past eleven, finding we were within Les Triagos and

Pontgalo Rocks, and she was determined if possible to run on shore, obliged
me to lay the Scylla on board her, then going eight knots; in two minutes
afterwards we got possession, but not before her first Captain, one Mid-

shipman, the Boatswain, and three Seamen were killed : one Midshipman
and five Seamen dangerously, and five Seamen slightly wounded. She

proves to he the French National Brig La Cannoniere, often four pound-
ers, one twenty-four pound carronade, and tour swivels, with a complement
pf seventy-seven men, commanded by Monsieur Jean Joseph Benoit

Schilds, Enseigne de Vaiseau, out only two hours from Perros, bound to

Brest. I think if we had been offthe land she would not have fired a shot
at us; but with the hope of running her on shore, and being close to it,

hey fought hard, and I am sorry to say the Scylla had two Seamen killed,
one Midshipman and or.e Marine slightly wounded. I was only enabled
to get possession of one of her convoy, a Sloop laden with wheat, the
other four having got \vithin the rocks and run on shore

;
indeed I was glad,

from the shattered state of La Cannoniere, nnd'the wind and sea increasing,
to get out from where I was with what I had.

In this little affair I have great satisfaction to mention that Mr. Speck,

*
Emily 40 Guns, Adrian 40, Dromadaire 20.
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first Lieutenant, all the Officers and Crew I have the honour to command
f}'id all they could; I should be proud to have an opportunity where they
could shew themselves to a greater advantage. Ihuve the honour to be, &c.

A. ATCI1ISON.

Names ofMen Killed and Wounded.
Thomas Shields, captain of the after-guard, killed; David O'Lean,

ordinary seaman', killed. Mr. Thomas Liver, midshipman, slightly wound-
ed; Matthew Vivanon, marine, ditto.

MAY 14, 1811.

Admiral Sir Charles Co.tton has transmitted to John Wilson CroVer, Esq,
a Letter from Captain Talbot, of II. M- S. Victorious, giving an account of
ttie destrurtion, on the coast of Albania, of tiie Leoben Italian schooner of

war, of ten q;un .-j and sixty men, bound from Venice to Corfu, with Ord-
nance Stores, on the 30th of January lust.

MAY 18,1811.

Copy of a Letterfro'n Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, JSart. Commander In

Chief of H. M. Ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean, to John Wilson
Crokrr Esq. dated on board the Sun Josef at Sea, the 17th April, 1811.

sin,

Although the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will be earlier ac-

quainted, through the medium of Rear-Admiral Bayies, with the gallant
action fought on the 13th ultimo in the Adriatic, by II. M. ships named in

the margin*, against a squadron of the enemy's frigates, consisting of five

in number, one corvette, a brig, two schooners and a xebec, and one gun-
boat, which terminated in the capture of two of the enemy's frigates and
the destruction of another

; I nevertheless think it right to transmit the ac-

count of this brilliant affair to their Lordships. The event speaking for

itself, I shall briefly remark that the success of His Majesty's squadron has

been no other than could be expected from ships in the high order and
state of discipline of those in question, and led on by an Ofiicer of the re-

putation of Captain Hoste.

1 have sent orders to Captain Hoste with the Amphion and Volage,

(which appear to have suffered a great deal and been in this country the

longest) to take the prizes to Spithead. I have the honour to be, &c.
C. COTTON.

SIR, Magnificent, offLissa, March 24, 181 1.

It is with the greatest satisfaction I herewith transmit a Letter I have re-

ceived from Captain Hoste, giving aa account of a most gallant action,

which has been fought in the Adriatic between a detachment of frigates

named in the margin*, under his command, and the enemy's squadron
from Ancona, the result of which is that two of the enemy's frigates have

been captured, and one destroyed ;
the remainder owing their escape to the

crippled state of the masts and rigging of H. M. ships.

When the great disparity of force in this action is considered, the smooth-

ness of the water, which enabled the enemy's small craft to take a part,

and, from his being to windward, enabled to choose his own plan of attack,

I think, sir, the superiority in bravery, discipline, and professional know-

ledge exhibited by the British officers and seamen never was more con-

spicuous.
I received by a neutral vessel, when off Corfu, a few lines from Captain

Hostf, written immediately after the action, which mentioned that the ship*

which had escaped had taken refuge in the Island of Lessina, in u very dis-

*
Amphic ii. Cerberus, Active, Volage.
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ablcd state, and where he thought they may be destroyed, I therefore im-

mediately proceeded hither in the Magnificent, but found on my arrival that

they had sailed and gone to liagusa.
I have the honour to be, &c.

GEO. EYRE.

H. M. S. Amphion, off the Inland of Lissa,

SlB, March 14, 1811.

It is with much pleasure I have to acquaint yon that after an action of

*ix hours we have completely defeated the combined French and Italian

squadrons, consisting of five frigates, one corvette, one brig, two schooner*,
one gun boat, ;md one xebec; the force opposed to them was H. M. ships

Amphion, Cerberus, Active and Volage. On the morning of the 13th, the

Active made the signal .or a strange fleet to windward, and daylight dis-

covered to us the enemy's squadron lying to, off the north point of the Island

of Lissa ; the wind at that time was from the north-west, a fine breeze.

The enemy having formed in two divisions, instantly bore down to attack

i under all possible sail. Ths British line, led by the Amphion, was
formed by signal in the closest order on the starboard tack to receive them.

At nine A. M. the action commenced by our firing on the headmost ships as

they came within range ; the intention of the enemy appeared to be to

break our line in two places, the starboard division, led by the French

commodore, bearing upon the Amphion and Active, and the larboard divi-

sion on the Cerberus and Volage ;
in this attempt he failed (though almost

aboard of us), hy the well directed fire and compact order of our line. He
then endeavoured to round the van ship, to engage to leeward, and thereby

place us between two fires, but was so warmly received in the attempt, and
rendered so totally unmanageable, that in the act of wearing he went on
shore on the rocks of Lyssa in the greatest possible confusion.

The line was then wore to renew the action, the Amphion not half a

caMe-length from the shore
; the remainder of the enemy's starboard di-

vision passing under our stern and engaging us to leeward, whilst the lar-

board division tacked and remained to windward, engaging the Cerberus,

Volage, and Active. In this situation the action commenced with great

fury, H. M. ships frequently in positions which anavoidably exposed them
to a raking fire of the enemy, who with his superiority of numbers had abi-

fity to take advantage of it ; but nothing, Sir, could withstand the brave

fcquadron I had the honour to command, At twenty minutes past elevea

A. M. the Flora struck her colours, and at twelve the Bellona followed her

example. The enemy to windward now endeavoured to make off, but were
followed up as close as the disabled state of H. M. ships would admit of,

and the Active and Cerberus were enabled at three P. M. to compel tho

ftternmost of them to surrender, when the action ceased, leaving us in pos-
session of the Corona of 44 guns, and the Bellona of 32 guns (the French

commodore), the Favorite of 44 guns on shore, who shortly after blew up
with a dreadful explosion, the corvette of the enemy making all possible
sail to the north-west, and two frigates crowding sail for tke port of Lessina,
the brig making off to the south-east, and the small craft flying in every di-

rection ; nor was it in my power to prevent them, having no ship in a state

to follow them.
I must now account for the Flora's getting away after havirg struck her

colours. At the time I was engaged with that ship, the Bellona was raking
us ; and when she struck, 1 had no boat that could possibly take posession
of her. I therefore preferred closing with the Bellona and taking her, to

losing time alongside the Flora, which I already considered belonging to us.

I call on the officers of my own squadron as well as those of the enemy to
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witness my assertion. The correspondence I have had on this subject with
the French captain of the Daual (now their commodore), and which I en-
close herewith, is convincing, and even their own officers (prisoners here)
acknowledge the tact. Indeed I might have sunk her, and so might the Ac-
tive ; hut as the colours were down, and nil firing from he,r had long ceased,
both Capt. Gordon and myself considered her as our own; the delay of get-
ting a boat on board the Bellona, and the anxious pursuit of Captain Gor-
don after the beaten enemy, enabled him to steal off, till too late for our
shattered ships to come up with him, his rigging and sails apparently not
much injured : but by the laws of war I shall ever maintain he belongs to
us. The enemy's squadron, as per enclosed return, was commanded by
Monsieur Dubourdieu, a capitaine de vaisseau, and a member of the legion
of honour, who is killed. In justice to a brave man I must say, he set a
noble example of intrepidity to those under him. They sailed from An-
cona the llth instant, with 500 troops on board, and every thing necessary
for fortifying and garrisoning the island of Lissa. Thanks to Providence
we have this time prevented them.

I have to lament the loss of many valuable officers and men
; bat in a

contest of this kind it was to be expected. It is now my duty to e'ndea*-

vour to do justice to the brave officers and men I had the honour to com-
mand. I feel myself unequal to the task ; nothing from my pen can add
to their merit. From your own knowledge of Captains Gordon, VVhitbv,
and Hornby, and the discipline of their ships, every thing you know, sir,

might be expected ; and if an officer so near in the same rank as themselves

may be permitted to give an opinion, I should say they exceeded my most

sanguine expectations, and it is a duty I owe all to express in the most

public manner my grateful sense of the brave and gallant conduct of every

captain, officer, seamen, and royal marine, employed on this occasion. From

my First Lieut. Sir David Dunn, I received every assistance that might be

expected from a zealous, brave, and intelligent officer, and his exertions

(though wounded) in repairing our damage, is as praise-worthy as his con-

duct in the action, particularly as I have been unable to assist him from a
wound in my right arm, and several severe contusions Captain Moore ot"

the royal marines, of this ship, received a wound, but returned to his quar-
Jers immediately it was dressed. The captains of the squadron speak in the

warmest terms of their officers and men, particularly of their First Lieu-

tenants Dickenson, Henderson, and Wolridge ; and the behaviour ofmy
own officers and ship's company, who have been with me so long, was every

thing I expected from their tried worth; but I must not particularize where

all were equally meritorious. 1 am now on my way to Lissa, with the

squadron and prizes. The damage the ships have sustained is very con-

siderable, and I fear will render us totally incapable of keeping the sea. I

enclose a statement of the enemy's force, together with a return of killed

and wounded iu the squadron, and deeply lament they are so great.

I have the honour to be, &c.

WILLIAM HOSTE,
To George Eyre, Esq. Senior Officer of H. M.

skips and vessels in

Order of Battle of the English, and combined French and Italian Squadrons,

an the 13th of March, 1811, in the Action off the Island of Lissu, in tkc

Adriatic.

English Squadron.

Amphion, William Hoste, Esq. captain, of SI guns, and 254 man.

Active, J. A^Gordon, Esq. captain, of 38 guns, and 300 men.

Volage, P, Hornby, Esq. captain, of 22 guns, and 17$ men,
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Cerberus, Henry Whitby, Esq. captain, of 32 guns, and 254 men.

Guns. Men*

Total 124 983
Deduct ships short of complement 104

* -

Total i'24. 879

French Squadron.

La Favorite, Monsieur Dubordieu, commandant de division, Captain
Dellamalliere, of 44 guns, and 360 men ; burnt.

Flore, M. Peridier, captain, of 44 guns, and 350 men ; struck, but

escaped.

Danae, of 44 guns, and 350 men; escaped.
Corona, M. Pasquilago, captain, of 44 24-pounders, and 350 men ;

taken.

Bellona, M. Dudon, captain, of 32 guns, and 224 men
;
taken.

Caroline, M. Baratavick, captain, of 28 guns, and 224 men ; escaped.

Principe de Augusta brig, Bologne, captain, of 16 guns, and 105 men ;

escaped.
Schooner, of 10 guns, and CO men

; escaped.

Schooner, of 2 guns, and 37 men ; esapcd.

Xebec, of 6 guns, arid 70 men ; escaped.

Gun-boat, of 2 guns, and 35 men; escaped.

Troops embarked, 500.

Total 272 guns, 2,655 men.
WILLIAM HOSTE, Captain.

A List of Officers, Seamen, and Royal Marines, killed or wounded on board

H. M, S* Amphion, William Hosle, ESQ. Captain, in an Engagement uith,

the. Enemy's Squadron off the,, Island of Ltssu, in i/ic Adriatic, the 13M of
March, 181 J.

Richard Unthank, boatswain, killed; J. 1C. Spearman, midshipman, ditto;

Charles Hayes, midshipman, (belonging to II. M. S. Acorn), ditto; John

Morgan, supernumerary, (belonging to II. M.S. Acorn), ditto; William

M'Min, supernumerary, wounded: James Simtnonds, ordinary seaman do.

James Cartoe, able seaman, ditto; James Sebastian, coxswain, killed ; John

Newman, ordinary seaman, ditto
; Cornelius Hunsworth, able seaman, do.

Thomas Buntiu, ordinary seaman ditto; Joseph Bnndall, ordinary seaman,
ditto; Cornelius Brasson, able seaman, diuo; Richard Wallington, private

marine, ditto; Anthony Casumaty, private marine, ditto; William Conner,

supernumerary for wages, ditto ; Piere Perot, supernumerary, ditto, Tho-
mas Wnrner, ordinary seaman, wounded; Charles Topot, carpenter's crew,
ditto

; William Johnson (3), ordinary seaman, ditto; William Berry, ship'sr

corporal, ditto; James Jones (1), able seaman, ditto; James Smith, able

eaman, ditto; Thomas Fielding, private marine, ditto; Hugh Boyle, or-

dinary seaman, ditto ; William Smith, ordinary seaman, ditto; Frederick

Lewis, captain's clerk, ditto; John Steel, able seaman, ditto-; John Higgins,
able seaman, ditto; William Dudley, private marine, diito, since dead;
Israel Southwick, ordinary seaman, wounded; Thomas Newland, ordinary

seaman, ditto; Richard Small, landman, ditto; T. M. R. Barnard, ordina-

ry midshipman, ditto; William Hoste, Esq. captain, ditto; Davtd Dunn,
lieutenant, ditto ; John Bryan, able seaman, ditto; John Delany, ordinary
seaman, ditto; Edward Sutherland, captain of the main top, wounded;
James Daily, yeoman of the sheets, ditto; John Jackson, ordinary seaman,
ditto; Alexander Ilulley, ordinary seaman, ditto; Joseph Bradford, cap-
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tain of the forecastle, ditto; John Simmonds, ordinary seaman, ditto; John
Maloney, able seaman, ditto; William Johnson (1), able seaman, ditto;
Robert Fanning, ordinary seaman, ditto; Gia Jose, supernumerary, ditto;
John Harding, captain of the after-guard, ditto; John Cook, ordinary sen-
man, ditto; Barnard Henry, able seaman, ditto; Thomas Hunt, private
marine, ditto; John Ilorton, a!,le seaman, ditto; F. G. 1-Vewcll, mid-
shipman, ditto; ^Charles Buthane, volunteer 1st class, ditto; Thomas
Moore, captain of the royal marines, ditto; 'I'. E. Hoste, midshipman, do.
Honourable William WaUlegrave, volunteer l?t cla;.-, ditto Jeremiah
M'Carthy, ordinary seaman, ditto; Peter Cowell, supernumerary, ditto;
William Bang-tone, private marine, ditto; Thomas Donald', private
marine, ditto.

Total 15 killed, 47 wounded.

W. H03TE, Captain.

J. MOFFATT, Surgeon.

A List of Officers, Seamen, and Rb'/cf Marines, killed, or wounded on board
H.MS. Cerberiis, Henry Wkiiby, Esq. Cuptui.i, in un Engagement with
an Enemy's Squadron off the Island iy' Lissa, i?i the Adriatic, on (Jit ISi/t

ofMarch 1311.

Samuel Jefferv, acting purser, killed; Francis Surrace Davey, midship-
man, ditto; William Mai-key, able seaman, ditto

;
John Ilooney, ordinary

seaman, ditto
; Thomas Cook, captain of the main-top, killed ; Samuel

llathborne, landman, ditto: Aaron Smith, landman, ditto; William Pat-

terson, ordinary seaman, ditto
;
William Duncan, landman, ditto ; John

Brazil, landman, ditto; Alexander Hardy, private marine, ditto; Thomas
Brooks, private marine, ditto; Patrick Bogle, private marine, ditto; George
Crnmpston, lieutenant, wounded; John Bryan, carpenter's crew, ditto;
William Hill (l), ordinary seaman, ditto; John Hall (l), captain of the

Forecastle, ditto; John Hall (2), quarter-master, ditto; Nathaniel Kenna,
quarter-master, ditto

;
William Armstrong, able seaman, ditto

; Alexander

Campbell, able seaman, ditto; James Crawley, quarter gunner, ditto;

Hugh M'Cormick, ordinary seaman, ditto
; John Cusack, ordinary seaman,

ditto; Joseph Warren, caulker, ditto; Alexander Everson, able seaman,
ditto; Joseph Higgins, able seaman, ditto; John Jackson, ropcmaker,
ditto; William Dawson, ordinary seaman, ditto; James Stevenson,

ordinary seami-.ii, ditto; James Davis, ordinary seaman, ditto; John

Council, able seaman, ditto; Patrick M'Coy, landman, ditto; Miles

M'Garth, ordinary seaman, ditto
;

Audres Ubrickson, able seaman,
ditto; Charles Biones, landman, ditto; Thomas Weatherall, yeoman
of the sheets, ditto; Thomas Whatmore, armourer's male, ditto; William

Chapman, able seaman, ditto
;
Robert Purchase, ordinary ieam;n, ditto;

Thomas King, landmau, ditto; Joseph Edmonds, landman, d.tto
; Mic'uu-1

Porto, landmun, ditto; Andrew Fitzgerald, alias Williamson, ordinary sea-

man, ditto ; Peter Francisco, ordinary seaman, ditto, moitally; ManaeJ

Joseph, ordinary senman, ditto
;

Michael Tho>as Rothenj;, able feamnu,

ditto; John Croft, corporal of marines, ditto; Henry Bent Icy, corporal of

marines, ditto
;
John House, private marine, ditto

; John M'Evoy, private

marine, ditto ;
Robert Whitaker, private marine, ditto ; John Rigbter, pri-

vate marine, ditto; Henry Morgatiay, private marine, ditto; William Venn,
>ail- maker, ditto; William Lovelace Stauner, landsman, <i;itu ; Sipliu*

Goode, midshipman, ditto. Toful 13 killed, 44 wuuiidtd.

HENRY-WHITBY, Captain.

. fflal. XXV. 3 K
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A Li*! o/ Qfficert, Smmen, and Royal Marines, hilled or wounded on board

1LHLS. Art ire, Jitwcx A. Gordon, F.s</. Curtain, in >/ J-'.nxagcmcnt with

tin Kneiin/s Syuti'trun, (>J)'
I /ic Island of Lisstt, in the Adnatic,on the IS iff

ef'March, IIJH.

John Meares, lieutenant of llic roval marines, wounded ;
William King,

ordinary seaman, killed; William Clarke, ordinal y seaman, ditto; John

Barrington, yeoman of the sheets, ditto
; George Uarkcr, qunrter-master*!

mate, wounded, since dead; 1'atrick Doiiotly, ordinary teaman, ditto;

George ('t)o:iljcr, able seaman. ditto; James Quinn, boatswain's mate, ditto;
Thomas llorton, captain of ihc: ibrctop, ditto; John Dawson, quarter gun-
ncr, ditto; Kvau William*, ordinary seaman, ditto

; Joseph BurtOtt, able

seaman, wounded ; Joseph Mackicr, able seaman, ditto; Thomas Poler,

landmuii; ditto;- (Jeonjo Evurard, cajitain of tbu foretoj), ditto; John IJar-

nett, quarter-matter, ditto; Charles Long, able seaman, ditto; Thornai

Hall, able ^-jaman, ditto; William Kniulii, able -seaman, ditto; Thomas
Ford, captain 'of the forecastle, ditto; James M'Kenzie, landman, ditto;
i'eter \\iiliainson, able seaman, ditto; Robert Hill, scrjeant of marines,
ditto

; i'hih|j 1'Lvaiw, corporal of marines, ditto
; Joseph Straus, private

marine, ditto; Samuel Andrews, private, ditto; John Hawkc, private,

ditto-; Tlsoiiitts Tracey, boy, killed; licot^e Hayc, lieutenant, severely

tjnrivt; James I.iathei bairovv, tjiiarter-ginmer, clitco
;

William Waldron,
able seaman, lost in extinguishing the (ire in the Corona, captured frigate;
Thomas Deanc, able seaman, ditto; Geore J.arkin, able seaman, lost in

extinguishing tbe fire, m the C'oroua, captured frigate; Wist.re \"enuondes

landman, ditto; John Wifaooks) jM'ivatc marine, ditto. Total 9 killed

26 wounded.
JAMES A. GORDON, Captain.

JOHN ANGUS, Surgeon.

A List qfOfficCrt^ Seamen, un'd Rwjaf Utiirims, hilled or wounded on board

H. *V. 6'. rotate, Pliipj-'S, Hornby, Esq. Co;: tain, in an Engagement n-ilh

the Encnn/'it Squadron off the Island o/' LisiM, in the Adriatic, on l.he 13th

March 18 M.

John George, midshipman, killed ; Walter Barber, yeoman of the sheets,
ditto; Jamrs Hawkins, captain of the forecastle, ditto; Rowland O'.vensy

quarter-gunner, ditto; Richard Curtis, quarter gunner, ditto; George
Jones, able seaman, ditto; John Coghlan, ordinary seaman, ditto; William

Thomas, landman, ditto; William Mathews, laiuiman, ditto; Thomas-

JM'Donald, boy, ditto
; James Nash, private marine, ditto; Thomas I'ritch-

ard, private marine, ditto; John Gragg, captain of the ibretop, wounded,
since dead ; Joscpli Baptiste, landman, wounded

; Peter Brown, corporal,
ditto ; George Nicholson, quarter-master's mate, ditto ; Lawrence Moore,
ordinary seaman, ditto; John Atkinson, able seaman, ditto; Peter Law-
rence, able, seaman, ditto; Daniel Downey, able seaman, ditto ; William

Smith, ordinary seaman, ditto ; Jean Tobin, ordinary seaman ditto ; David
Jones, landman, ditto ; Juti-i Kill*-, landman, ditto : James M.Tn tire, car-

penter's crew, ditto; Joseph Nison, boy, ditto; Henrv Rix, boatswain's

mate, ditto; John Thompson, quarter-master, ditto
;
John Bowdtn, yeo-

man of the powder-room, ditto; William Jcnkinson, able seaman, ditto j

Samuel Marsh, captain 'of the forecastle, ditto; William Pinhonvood, able

seaman, ditto ; David Davis, aide seaman, ditto; Antony Rolfe, ordinary
seaman, ditto: George Dodgin, captain of the main-top, ditto; John

Hughe?, able seaman, ditto; James Taur.ton, landsman, ditto; Gror;;e
Burchill, l.indsmun, ditto; William Welsh, landsman, ditto; James Shel,
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ordinary seaman, ditto ; Benjamin Coflrcc, landsman, ditto; W. S. Knap-
niuii, lieutenant of marines, ditto; John Melwish, private marine, ditto;
James Strike, private mnrinc, ditto; James Spires, private marine, ditto;
John Cook, private marine, ditto; Total, 1:5 killed. 33 wounded.

(Signed) PIIIPPS HORNBY, Captain.
S. J.SWAYM-, Surgeon.

Total. Ampliion, 15 killed, 47 wounded. Cerberus, 13 killed, 44
wounded. Active, 9 killed, 26 wounded. Yolage, 13 killed, 33 wounded.
-

Total, 5U killed, 150 wounded.

Ills Britannic Majesty's Ship, Amphion, at the

Sin, Island of' Lissu, March 15, loll.

The frigate you commanded in the late Action with the British squadron
struck her colours to his Britaumc Majesty's ship Amphion, under my
command

;
I was not able to take possession ot'yuu at that moment, being

engaged with the Bellona frigate, but 1 considered you as my own, and as

a mau of honour you must have thought so yourself; I call on the officers

of your own squadron, as well as those I have the honour, to command, to

witness rnv assertion. Yon know, Sir, I might have sunk you, had I not

considered you as having surrendered, and so might two of my squadron
also. By the laws of war the Flora belongs to me, and the purport of my
present truce is to demand her restitution in tlie same state us \\hui she

-struck.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM I1OSTE.

To Monsieur Peridier, Captain, commanding
tltefrigate Flora, uj'

Lcsstna.

(Translation.)

On board Hit Imperial and Royal Majesty*s Frigate the Diuiac, in the

llouiis of Lcnitinu.

SIR,
In consequence of the wounds received by Monsieur Peridier, Com-

mandant of his Imperial and Royal Majesty's frigate La Flore, I have had

the honour to take upon me the command of His Imperial and itoyal Ma-

jesty's skips, and cannot surrender to you his Imperial Majesty's frigate

under the laws to which you refer, because tj^ did not strike her colour.-,

.HS you are pleased to state. His Majesty's frigate had her (lag cut by shot.

Her state not -allowing her to continue any longer the engagement, her

Captain thought proper to withdraw from it. If you should not consider

my answer satisfactory, I request you will address yourself to my govun-
jncnt.

I have the honour to be, &c.

'fo Monsieur I fie Commandant of the

Amp/iion Fi igalc, at Lissa.

His Britannic Mnjfx!i/nS/iip Amphion,

SIR, Island ofLota, Munh 1!>, 181 1.

The letter I had the honor of receiving to-d*ay was neither signed nor

dated (I presume through mistake) , 1 return it for its signature.

As captain of the Danae, you will not admit that the Flora struck her co-

lours in the lateaction, nor did I call on you to do so. No, sir, I call on Mon-

sieur Peridier, the commander of that ship, as a man of honour, to declare

whether sl.e struck her colours or not; and if Monsieur Peridier was so

severely wounded us not to have charge of the ship at that lime, I look to
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his next in command for an answer to my letter of the 15th; Itnt I agairt

assert, and ever sliall maintain, that, by tlie laws of war, his frigate belongs
to my Sovereign, and his sword to me; die world will judge between us.

1 have the Itonuur to be, &c.
WILLIAM HOSTE.

To the Captain command'.^ the Frigate Danat.

H. M- S. Amphlon, Island of Lissa,

sin, Adiiutic, ALin.lt 15, 1811.

On my arrival here this morning, 1 found (.lie remainder of the French

Commodore's crtw %nd troops, two hundred in number, had retired to

Lissa; they were summoned to Wirfender Ky Messrs. Le.v and Kingston,
t'.vo Midshipmen of the Active, (who hud betn left in charge of prizes)
and several men belonging to 1'rivatters. Tlie Summons was acceded to;

they laid down their arms and were made prisoners uf war. The spirited
conduct of those young men des-f-rve evcrv praise, nor can I forbear men-

tioning the dastardly belmwourof a Sicilian privateer brig of fourteen guns,
named the Vincitore. and commanded by Captain Clemento I ama, who
was lying in this port, and previous to the commencement of the action

hauled down his colours to a small one gun Venetian schooner; this was
witnessed by everv man in the .Squadron, an i I Ocli'

j ve there was but one

opinion on the subject. Messrs. Kiii^ston and Lee afterwards went on

board, took charge of the brig, beat off tiie schuoner, and prevented her

from destroying the vessels in the bay.
I have omitted a circumstance in my former letter rc.specting the

Corona, which, from the meritorious conduct of those officers and men
employed, deserves to be mentioned. The Corona caught fire in the caain-

top, shortly alter her capture, and the whole of her main-mast and rigging
was instantly in flames. Lieutenants Dickenson, of the Cerberus, and

Hay, of the Active, with a party of men, were on board her at the
time. The ship now presented .a nn.st awful spectacle, and I had quite
given her up as lost. No possible assistance could be afforded from the

squadron, and she had to trust alon^ to her own exertions
; these, how-

r-ver, were not \vantin_, and by tlte extraordinary perseverance and coolness

of the otlicers and men employed, the lire was at last extinguished, with
the loss of the main-mast, and the ship of course saved to the service. I

have to c-xpress my warmest thanks to Lieutenants Dickenson and Hay,
and the otiiccrs and men employed, and beg leave to recommend them to

the Commander-in-chief. I have the honour to be, &c.

Captain C. Eyre, ur Senior Offner. \V. 11OSTE.

anti appointments.

Admirals and Captains appointed.
'Rear-admiral Robert Murray, lo be commander-in-chicf at Xprlh

Yarmouth.
Rear-admiral Israel Pellew is appointed lo lie captain of the Mediter-

ranean Meet.

Captains: Charles Austin, to (he 1'gmont ; IT. H. Christian, to the

Iris; John llaswcl!, lo the Kcho ; .1. C. Sc uric, to the Druid; Andrew
King, to the Hoyal (<corge; ( lavell, to the Laurestinus (late

Laurel) ; William Kinj.% lo the Hannibal : S'ir llichard King, Bart, to be

captain of the Channel Fleet; i-Yaiicis .Maurice (brother to the gallant
defender of Anholf), to the Queen (.harlolte; Hon. \\illiam Walde-
rrnve (son of Admiral Lord Radstock), pasted, and appointed to

the Macedonian; J. S. Morlor;, to the Bulwark; lion. Elphinstoric
Fleming, to the Standard, }/nt tenpore , Hon. Pagct, to the

I'sher, to the America; Curaby, to liic Hyperion ;
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~ Graves, to the Polyphemus; Huskisson, promoted to the
t-;mk of post captain, nnd appointed to IheGariand; -

Rowley, to
the Pelorus ; Pasco, B. Greene, and Doyle, posted, and

respectively to retain the command of the Tartarus, Bonne Citojenne,
ami Lightning, registered as post ships ; Hon. Dundas, to the

Achiile; T. G. Caulfield, to the Iphigenia; Hon. G. G. Waldegrave, to
the Euryalus; George Mowbray, to the Repulse; Jolin Halliday, to the

Montagu; Josias Rowley, to the America; Andrew Sproule, to the
Dorset yacht : Katon, to the Niobe ; Denman, to the Casti-

Jian ; T. Hay wood, to the Caledonia ; Edward Griffith, to the Christiaa
Vllth ; William Bowles, to the Aquilon ; Andrew F. Evans, to the
Tonrterelle.

The Portuguese government have conferred upon the Hon. Admiral

Berkeley and Captain Sir Thomas Hardy, the former the rank of eom-
rnander-in-chief, and tlie latter of a chief of division, in the rojal armada
of Portugal, and have recently doubled the pay attached to those appoint-
ments.

Frederick Edgecumbe, Esq. private secretary to the Right Hon. Charles

Yorke, first lord of the Admiralty, has been appointed to succeed the
Ia!e William iioscawen, Esq. as one of the commissioners for victualling
H. M. navy.

J. Wilkinson, Esq. late secretary to Admiral Lord Gambler, to be

secretary to xidmiral William Young, on the Scheldt station.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

W. N. Glasscock, to the Medusa; R. Incledon and J. Browne (2), to
the Tremendous ; Edward W. Gilbert, to the Revenge ; George Elliott,

to the Cyane ; P. Maingy, to the Argo ; F. H. Brock, nephew to Sir

James Saumarez, to be Hag lieutenant of the Victory ; T. Manscll, to

the Dragon; Joseph Gramshaw, to the Armada; J. W. Murley, to the

Caledonia; W. G. Roberts, to the Dreadnought; E. P. Ward and
Thomas M. Mason, to the Royal George; R. R. Bowden, Charles

Hole, John Cornish, and James Anderson (2), to the Caledonia;
R. A. Mitchell, to the Tonnant ; F, Beaumont (l), to the Hannibal;

George Saunders, to the Armada; John Rude, John Hilton, and
J. Docket, to the Bulwark; C. B. Hitchins, to the Northumberland;
K. Harrison, to the Mars; Creyke (second son of Governor

Creyke, of 'Plymouth hospital), to the Christian Tilth ; Michael

Fritton, to the Archer gun-brig ; P. Stimson, to the Osprcy ; John

Caldwell, to the America; Edward Hall, to the Tremendous ; Richard

Augustus Yatcs, to the Niemcnj F. B. fpiLsbury, to the Lynx ; P. Lc

Vesconte, to the Leopard; Edward Ross, to the Goldfinch; Richard

Burton and James Eicke, to the Christian Vll!h; James Robertson (1),

to the Rcdpole; S. D. Philpot, to the Courageux; S. Hilton, to the

6phie ; Adam Brown, to the Tremendous ; William Baker, to the

Venerable; George Luke and Frederick Lewis, to the Hannibal; James
St. John, to the Revenge; W. II. Walker, to the Jalotise ; Robert
Gibson (2), to the Partridge: Archibald M'Kiliop, to the Volcano;
Francis Beaumont (1), to the Hannibal ; Samuel Blylb, to the Quebec;
Lawrence Smith, to the Charles armed sloop ; Hon. C. O. Bridgeman, to

the Revenge ; William D'Aianda, to the Lanrestinus ; Robert Boyle, to

ihe Favourite; H. C. Deacon, to the Fame; Charles Pollard, to the

'Valiant; Frederick Voller, to the Dreadnought; Robert Boyle, to the

Jason ; George Thcw, to the Favourite ; Thomas Ireland, to the

Egeria ; James Tullidge, to the America; Thomas Mocklcr, to the

Dreadnought; John Wardcll, to ditto; S. P. Lound, to the Royalist;
F. E. Lock, Thomas Wilson, and John Anderson (2), to the Caledonia ;

W. G. Roberts, to the Dreadnought; William Bennett and Henry Ellis,
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to the F.gmont; Thomas 1M. Mason, to the Royal George; Edward
S. Ward, to ditto; James Home, to the Beagle; II. A. S. Mitchell, to

the Toimaii! ; James Kiisden, to the Rapid; 'Daniel Gueran, to the

Volcano; George Plowman, to the Osprey ; Joshua Gos-elin, to the

Acasta; William Manners, to the Bellerophon ; James Thomas (2),
to the Ardent; George Alexander Barker, to the Badger; John
Moore (S), to (he Pompee ; Edward Stewart, to the Royal Oak;
William l

;

rankfyn, to the Fame; Joseph Kerceshaw, to the Piercer

jun-brig ; Francis Small, to the Leopard ; William Symonds, to the St.

J)omingo ; Robert C. Vickery, to the Leopard ; Charles B. Douce, to

the St. George; Charles Robinson, to the Prospero ; John Smith (9), to

the Fly ; Nathaniel Lafler, to tiie Plaulagenet ; Henry R. Rokeby, to

the Xorge; Francis J. Lock, to the Christian Vllth ; George Rorie, to

the Gibraltar; Francis Jackson and Charles Williams, to the Portia;
Thomas Smith (3), to the Briseis ; James Moriarty, to the Volcano ;

Thomas Evans (2), to the Hero ; George Glanville, to the Christian

Tilth; Francis Jackson, to the America; Gordon Falcon, of the

Badleur, to the rank of commander; Alexander, of La Decouvcrte,
ditto, and appointed to the Shark.

Lieutenant Thomas Delafons is appointed agent for transports at Jcr-

sey, vies Lieutenant Flechvood, deceased.

Lieutenant William Baihctchet, R.M. has resigned his commission,
and is appointed purser of the Pearlcn frigate.
Mr. Page is appointed purser of the Bulwark.
Mr. Alexander Bronn, of the Jasper, to be purser of the Brune, vice

Lanr.our, dismissed by sentence of a court martial.

The Rev. C. Burne, to be chaplain of the Impetueux ; the Rev.
B. Trowd, to be chaplain of the Caledonia ; the llev. George RcnnclK
to be chaplain of the Revenge.

Mr. Hoskins, late carpenter of Sir John Warren's flag-ship, at

Halifax, is appointed master-shipwright of the naval dock-yard at

Bermuda.

List of Midshipmen who passed for Lieutenants, the first Wednesday in

the present Month.
Slicemess. William Milikin, Henry Eastwood, Robert Stewart,

George Waller.

Portsmouth. John Fetherstone, Richard Copeland, Thomas Fortescne,
J. H. Green, Samuel Smith, Ed Hard Goodrich, John M'Fec, Charles

M'Arthur, William Hutchison, John Stubbin, Thomas Sioplord, Richard

Kempster, Henry Downrs, James Dalies.

Plymouth. John Lloyd, John Majoribauks, J. II. Hunter, John

Bcmlyshe, James L. Young.

Surgeons, &c. appointed.

Thomas Caird, to thcThisbe; J. J. Inger, to the Strombolo ;

William Boyce, to tiic Daphne ; Joseph Farnden, to the marines

serving in Portugal under Admiral Berkeley; Robert Scott, to the

Sarpedon ; James So-.itter, to the Fantome ; John Reynolds, to the

Tyrian ; David Aitken, to the Royal George; P. T. Creagh, to the

Hannibal; James Torrie, to the Algerinc; Nathaniel Poulden, to the

Dreadnought; Valentine Dicke, to the hospital at the Cape of Good

Hope; Scott Brown, to the Tonnanl ; Alexander Ross, to the

Warrior; E. II. St. Quintin, to the Cyane; Andrew Gewmell, to the

Caledonia; John Harshaw, to t!ie J'iilwark; Richard Morgan, to the

Oppossum ; P. Waldron, to the Dreadnought ; }\. M. Ford, re-

appointed to the Tyrian ; Thomas Robertson, to the Nassau ; William

Graham, to the Seafiower : George Bernard, to the Holder ; R.

M'Conecily, to the Sarpedou; Stephcu Sherlock, to the S,t. 1'ioreuzo;
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John Brewerton, to the Briseis; E. 1?. Bromley, to the Gorgon hospital
ship; Thomas Downey, to the Adamant.

Assistant Surgeons appointed.
David Nimmo, to be an assistant for the Mediterranean ; John Runci-

nian, to the Tonnant ; G. B. Squire, to the Monarch ; John M'Ghie, tw

be a supernumerary assistant for the Mediterranean ; Joseph Widilup, to

the Alcmene ; Robert Bell, to the Queen Charlotte ; William Clarke, tw

the Argonaut hospital ship; T. B. Ffecly, to the Leeward Islands;

C. Brown, to be an hospital mate at Mill Prison ; D. JMacndmara, lobe
ditto at Jamaica Hospital; Francis Sankey, to be ditto at Deal?
J. L. Doolan, to the Leeward Islands: U. Bell, to the Growler gun-
brig ; Jas. M'Conelly, to the Argonaut hospital ship ; VV. lilingworth,
to the Woolwich ; William Dunbar, to the Rainbow ; John liar. kin, to

the Hannibal ; Peter Heed, John Thompson, and Richard Smith, to be

supernumerary assistants to go to the Mediterranean; Archibald Biack-

lock, VV. M. Kennedy, and James Osborne, to be ditto to Leeward
Islands ; Henry Carter, H. Wightman, David Lawson, and Tlcuvy Dean,
to be ditto to the Mediterranean; Andrew Mannin and John FatcnaH,
to be ditto at the Leeward Islands ; John Has^hawe, to the Bulwark ;

Charles Hovel!, to the Pincher gun-brig; Robert Anderson, to ths

Christian Vllth ; Robert Espie, to the St. Fioren/o ; Edward Jeffery, t<

the Bulwark ; James Brunton and Ebenezcr Scott, to the Gorgon hos-

pital ship ; Andrew Henderson, to be an hospital mate at Plymouth.

BIRTHS.

May 2?. In Russell-place, Filzroy-square, the lady of Charles Bishop,

Es<|. king's proctor, of a son, the 1 4th child.

May 1, at her house in the Admiralty, the huly of James Buller, Esq.
one of the lords commissioners of the Admiralty , of a son.

Lately, the lady of Captain Henry Vansittart, of 11. M. S. Fortuncc,
cf a son.

April 24, at Langley, Bucks, the wife of Lieutenant B. D. Pritchard,
of a son.

Lately, the lady of Captain Austin, of the Caledonia, of a son.

At the Close, Salisbury, on ihe evening of the 20th of April, the lion.

Mrs. Bertie, widow of the late Hon. Captain Bertie, of H. M. S. Satellite,

of a son and heir. Captain B. it will be recollected, was unfortunately
lost, with his officers and ship's company, in a violent gale ill December
last. (Vide page 148 of the present volume.)

. MARRIAGES.
Lately, at Tremington, Devon, Mauley Dixon, Esq. rear-admiral of

the white, to Mfss Jeti'reys, daughter of Gabriel Jeffreys, Esq. of

Swansea.

May 1, at Balh, William Barnard, Esq. captain of the Wexford East

Indiaman, to Miss Ann Miller, second daughter of Lieutenant-colonel

Miller, of the Portsmouth division of royal marines.

May IS, Benjamin Outram, Esq surgeon of H. M. yacht the Royal

Sovereign, at Ueptford, to Mrs. Corne, widow of the laic Captain Come,
R.N.
May 18, at St. George's church, Hanover-square, by the Rev. Alexan-

der Thistlewayte, William Hargood, Esq. rear-admiral of the blue, to1

Maria, third daughter of the late Thomas Somers Cocks, Ksq.

May 14, at Sidmouth, T. B v Ferris, Esq. of the Coldstream guards, fo

-Emily-Jane, youngest daughter of the late Richard i'oley, Esq. and

niece to Vice-admiral Foley.

Lately, Captain the Hon. G. F. Seymour, of the Manilla, sou of t':e
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late Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, to Miss Georginia Berkeley, daugh-
ter of the Hon. Admiral G. C. Berkeley, cominanrter-in-chief at Lisbon,

Lately, at Stoke church, Mr. P. Browne, to M-v, rarah Wills, daugh-
ter of Mr. E. Wills, of H.M. victualling-office at Plymouth.

Lately, at St. George's church, in the Borough, William Mackay,
M.TX surgeon II. \. to Amelia, voungest daughter of the late John Ccyta
Dobell, Esq of Green Park-buildings, Bath.

At Xorthfleet, Kent, F. M. Chevers, surgeon R. X. to A. Tadinan,

youngest (laughter of the late L.Tadman, of the same place.

May 14, at St. Luke's, Chelsea, J. Ewright, I>(|. surgeon 11. X. to

Miss Anne Hunter Aikman, second daughter of Alexander Aikmaii,Es<i.
sea. of Jamaica.

OBITUARY.
December 15, at St. Crt;/, near the Ilavannah, of the yellow fever,

aged 31 year?, Mr. George Le-.vis, master of II. M. S. Implacable, of 74

guns, Captain Cockhurn.' His superior courage had eminently distin-

guished him in frequent actions under the gallant Sir Sydney Smith, in

various parts of the world.

Lately, at Horndcun, after a painful illness Mrs. Mouro, relict of

Lieutenant-colonel Monro, lale of the royal marines.

At Auchinairn, Mr. George Jarvis, surgeon II. X.

Mrs. Pigolt, relict of Admiral I'igott, and sister to the late Duke of

Gr.iflon.

Lately, Lieutenant Fleetwood, agent for transports at Jersey, put a

period to his existence by culling his throat, so as to cause almost

instant death.

At Gosport, Mrs. Shoveller (of Titchfield), wife of Mr. William Sho-

veller, surgeon R. X.

On the 14lh of March, at Jamaica, Captain T. C. Brodie (second son

of William Bmdie, Esq. of Gieat Marlborougli-street, London), of

H.M.S. Hyperion. After he left the Naval Acaileiny in Portsmouth

dock-yard, he had the honour to be in the action off Cape St. Vincent}
at the Xile ; in the repulse of Buonaparte at Acre ; and commanded the

Arrow sloop in the attack of Copenhagen, of which he brought home
the despatches.

April 15, at Rochester, after a long illness, Mr. William Merrill, aged
64, carpenter of II. M.S. Trafalgar, building at Chatham.

April 25, at his house at Hill, iu the suburbs of Southampton, I'e^r-

admiral Alexander Scott. He was a public-spirited man, and twice

lilled the otBce of mayor of that city.

April *"9, Mr. C'arr, surgeon's mate of the Surrey East Indiaman, at

the Motherbank, destroyed himself, by taking a quaiflily of a poisonous

drug, lie had evinced symptoms of derangement, arising out of some
domestic affairs.

May 1, at the house of John Knorcles, Esq. of Woolwich dock-yard,
after a lingering and painful illness, ?<Irs. Knowles.
On Thursday, the I2d of May, at Kelly, the family mansion of his

brother Arthur Kelly, Esq. where he went on the Sunday preceding,

accompanied by his daughter, for the benefit of his native air, to the

great grief of his nume-o;is family, Vice-admiral William Hancock

Kelly, of Plymouth. His general goodness of heart, his justness,
his firmness of mind, and his zeal for the service to which he belonged,
and in which he spent almost 45 years of faithful and active duty,
enabled him to hear vu'lh inar.ly fortitude the neglect of those who
direct the helm of our navy, in not accepting bis repeated offers ot

service.
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MEMOIR OF THE PUBLIC SERVICES

OF THE LATE

CAPTAIN ARTHUR FORREST,
OF THE ROYAL NAVY.

" He was but words gre wanting to say what
;

Say all that's good and brave, and he was that."

THE
late Captain Arthur Forrest, whose professional charac-

ter and talents will long be remembered and esteemed, was

the offspring of a highly respectable, though impoverished, family

in Scotland. But here, as in many other instances, the res

angusta domi proved rather an, advantage than an evil, as well tq

his country as to himself : to his country, as it compelled him to

adopt a profession, in which he rendered her essential services ;

to himself, as it enabled him correctly to appreciate, and enjoy,

a fortune for which he toiled and fought.

Of the precise period of his birth, or of the commencement of

his naval career, we are uninformed
; but, as early as the year

1741, he served as lieutenant in one of the ships which composed

the armament, under Admiral Vernon,* on the unsuccessful expe-

dition against Carthagena. At the attack of the Barradera bat.

t.cry, conducted by the Captains Boscawen,r Watson, + and

* A portrait and memoir of this officer will he found in the IXth Volume

of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 169. The particulars of the Carthagena

expedition are given, at considerable length, at page 179, et scq. of the same

volume.

f A portrait and memoir of this officer are given in the Vllth volume of

the NAVAL CHRONICLE, page 181; and some additional account of the

proceedings at Carthagena will be found at page 182.

+ Thomas Watson. This gentleman, an eltve of Admiral Vernon, was

made post in the Antelope, on the 7th of October, 1737. lu 1739, he

commanded the Burfurd, of 70 guns, under Admiral Vernon, at Porto

Bello
; and, in the Carthagena expedition, he commanded the admiral'*

flag-ship, the Princess Caroline. After the return of the armament to Port

Royal, he removed, with the admiral, into the Boyne, accompanied him in

the unsuccessful attempt upen Cuba, and afterward* relumed with him to

/3ab. tffcron. <Bol. XXV. 3 L
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Cotes,* he greatly distinguished hi.Mself ; heading a party of sea.

Europe. His gallant career then drew towards a close. Soon after his

arrival in England, he was appointed to the Northumberland, of 70 guns,

one of the fleet which was ordered to Lisbon, under Sir Charles Hardy.
In the afternoon of May 8, (1744) Captain Watson discovered the three

undermentioned French ships of war:

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders,

Mars ... : .... 68 580 M. du Perrier.

Content 60 480 M. de Conflans.

Venus 26 250 M. d'Ache;

Instead of making the enemy's force known to the admiral, or attempt-

ing to rejoin the fleet, Captain Watson continued the chase. At five

o'clock he began to engage the Mars ; but, instead of bringing to, to attack

her, by which she might have been disabled, or compelled to strike, lie

bore down to the Content
;
thus giving the enemy, whose ships had been

at some distance from each other, an opportunity of uniting, and bringing

his whole force into action. Captain Watson, however, maintained a most

severe contest, for three hours ; when, the wheel being shot to pieces, and

the men who were at it killed, the ship flew up in the wind, and became

ungovernable. Just at this time Captain Watson received a mortal wound ;

and, before a lieutenant could get on the quarter deck, to assume the com-

mand, the master had ordered the colours to be struck. In this action, the

Northumberland had 18 men killed, and 30 wounded ; and the enemy's

loss, in killed and wounded, amounted to 130. The French ships were

much damaged ;
but they carried their prize, in great triumph, into Brest.

Captain Watson died, in France, on the 4th of June following. When the

officers and crew of the Northumberland were released, they were tried by
a court martial, and most honourably acquitted ; except the master, who

was sentenced to be imprisoned for life, in the Marshalsea.

* Thomas Cotes. He was made post, in the York, on the 12th of May,
1740, and continued in that ship till 1745, when he was removed into the

Edinburgh, of 70 guns, at that time employed on the home station. In

1746, he commanded a small squadron, sent before the fleet under

Admiral Lestock, to reconnoitre Port L'Orient ;
a service which he exe-

cuted with great diligence and exactness. In 1747, he served in the

squadron under Rear-admiral Hawke, and was the first who discovered

L'Etendiere's squadron, which was totally defeated. In March, 1748, oft"

Cape Canton, being on his way to reinforce the admiral just mentioned,
with four sail of the line and a frigate, he fell in with a Spanish squadron,
of nine sail of the lioe, convoying the trade for the West Indies and South

America. The Spanish ships of war drew into a line of battle ; but Cap-
tain Cotes, observing the merchantmen to be in great confusion, and much

dispersed, and that his force was by no means sufficiently strong to enable

him to risk an engagement, gave cha.-c, and took five sail, (three of which

were register ships) in sight of the Spanish admiral, who made not the least

fffort either to protect his convoy, or to recover the ships taken. On the
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jnea, amongst the foremost who entered the enemy's work.*

Lieutenant Forrest's gallantry did not meet an immediate re.

Ward ; but, on the 9th of March, 1745, he was promoted to the

rank of post captain, and appointed to the Wager. In 1710, he

was employed in this ship, on the Jamaica station, and had the

good fortune to Capture a very large Spanish privateer, of 3t> guns,

and upwards of 200 men, which had done considerable mischief to

the British trade, in the Windward Passage. A short time before,

the privateer had also taken the Blast bomb-ketch.

From this time, till the beginning of the year 1755, when he

was appointed to the Rye, Captain Forrest appears to have been

unemployed. Soon after this period, he was removed into the

Augusta, and ordered to the West Indies ; where, in the month of

October, 1767, he had an opportunity of distinguishing himself in

a very eminent manner. The Augusta was detached by the com-

mander-m-chief, Rear-admiral Cotes, with the Edinburgh and

Dreadnought, to cruise off Cape Fran9ois, for the purpose of

intercepting a large convoy, which the French were collecting in

that port for Europe, and which were to sail under the escort of

AI. de Kersaint. On the 41st of the month (October) the French

commodore put to sea, with the following squadron, in the hope

f compelling Captain Forrest to quit his station :

Ships. Guns. Jtff.n. Commanders.

L'lntrepide 74 900 M. de Kersaint.

Le Sceptre 74 800 M. Cleveau.

L'Opiniatre 64 C80 M.ie Molian.

Greenwich.... 50 500 M. de Faucault.

L'Outarde 44 400

La Sauvage 32 SCO

LaLicorne .... 32 300

Total, 370 3880

4tli of June, 1756, Captain Cotes was made rear-admiral of the white ; in

February, 1757, he went to Jamaica, as commander-in-chief on that sta-

tion
;
on the 31st of Januarv. 1758, he was made vice-admiral of the blue

;

oa the 14th of February, 1759, vice-admiral of the white ; and, on the 21st

of October, 1762, vice-admiral of the red. In 1761, after his return from

the West Indies, he was elected M.P. for Great Bedwin, Wilts. He died

in October, 176T.
* As a reward for the gallantry of the seamen, on this occasion, Aduii; ul

Vernon gave each of them a dollar.
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In addition to their regular complement of seamen, these s>hips

had a considerable number of soldiers on board ; but, although the

Augusta and Edinburgh were extremely foul, the superiority

of the enemy faTIed of intimidating Captain Forrest. On the con-

trary, he agreed with his brare associates to bear down and engage

them ; and, as will be seen by the subjoined official report from

Admiral Cotes, a furious action commenced, and was unremit-

tingly continued for two hours and a half, when M. de Kersaint

found himself so much disabled, as to be under the necessity of

making a signal for a frigate to tow him out of the line.

" Port Royal Harbour, November 0, 1757.
" Qn the 25th of last month, Captain Forrest, in the Augusta, with the

Dreadnought anil Edinburgh under his command, returned from the cruisa

off Cape Francois; on the 21st llfey fell in with seven French ships of war.

At seven in the morning, the Dreadnought made the signal for seeing the

enemy's fleet coming out of Cape Francois, and at noon discovered with

certainty they wore four ships of the line and three frigates. Captain For-

re>t then made the signal for the captains, Suckling and Langdun, who

agreed with him to engage them
; accordingly they all bore down

; and

about twenty minutes after three, the action began with great briskness ou

botli sides. It continued for two hours and an half, when the French

commodore making a signal, one of the frigates immediately came to tovr

him out of the line, and the rest of the French ships followed him. Our

ships had suffered so much in their masts, sails, and rigging, that they were

in no condition to pursue them. Both officers and seamen behaved with

the greatest resolution the whole time of the action, and were unhappy at

the conclusion of it, that the ships were not in a condition to follow the

French, who had frigates to tow them off. Th French on this occasion

had put on board the Sceptre her full complement of guns, either from the

shore or out of the India ships, and had also mounted the Outarde store-

ship, with her full proportion of guns, and had taken not only the men out

of the merchant ships, but soldiers from the garrison, in hopes their appear-
ance would frighten our small squsxdron, and oblige them to leave the coast

clear for them to carry out their large convoy of merchant ships : but our

captains were too gallant to be terrified at their formidable appearance.
So far from avoiding them, they bore down and engaged them with the

greatest resolution and good conduct ;
and I have the pleasure to acquaint

their lordships, that the captains, officers, seamen, and marines, have done

their duty on this occasion, much to their honour. I hope their good be-

haviour will be approved by their lordships."

According to a private account of the action,
"

Captain For-

rest, perceiving the shattered condition of all his ships (the masts,

sails, boats, and rigging, being mostly useless) thought proper to
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-withdraw, lest the loss of a lower mast should leave any of them
at the mercy of the frigates. Never was a battle more furious

than the beginning ; in two minutes there was not a rope or sail

whole in either ship."

In the course of the engagement, the Sceptre, Greenwich, and

Intrepide, fell on board of each other, in which situation they
were severely cannonaded by the Augusta and Edinburgh. The
French commodore, with his crippled squadron, bore away for

Cape Francois, which some of his ships had much difficulty in

reaching. The Opiniatre had lost her masts, and the Greenwich

was extremely leaky. The loss of the enemy, in men, amounted to

between five and six hundred, killed and wounded. The Augusta
had her first lieutenant and 8 men killed, and 29 wounded; the

Dreadnought, 9 killed, and 30 wounded ; and the Edinburgh, 5

killed, and 30 wounded. Our ships were so much damaged, that

Captain Forrest was obliged to bear up for Jamaica ; when, the

coast being clear, M. de Kersaint hastened the repairs of his

squadron, and proceeded to Europe. In the Channel, however,

he was overtaken by a violent gale, in which many of the convoy

were disabled ; and the Opiniatre, Greenwich, and Outarde,

having anchored in Conquet road, parted their cables, were driven,

ashore, and wrecked.

For the credit of Captain Forrest and his associate commanders,

it must be added, that when a council of war was holden, prior t

the action, the question was not what superior force the enemy-

had, or how unequal the combat? Captain Forrest simply ob-

served to his brother officers,
'

Gentlemen, you see the force of

the enemy ; is it your resolution to fight them, or not ?"-~They

both promptly answered " It is ;
" and the council of war

ended, having lasted about half a minute !

At the close of the same year, (1757) Captain Forrest had

another opportunity of displaying his abilities as an officer On,

the 14th of December, Rear-admiral Cotes, while on a cruise off

Cape Tiberon, with the Marlborough, Augusta, and Princess

Mary, took two French privateers, from whoso crews he learned,

that a rich convoy was preparing at Port-au -Prince, to sail for

Europe under the protection of two armed merchantmen. To

ascertain the truth of this statement, the admiral despatched his
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tender to look into Port-au-Prince ; and, finding on her return,

that the Frenchmen's intelligence was correct, he ordered Captain

Forrest to proceed off the island of Gonaives, to cruise for two

days ;
at the expiration of which, should he see nothing of tho

convoy, to return and join him. On the afternoon of the follow-

ing day, when Captain Forrest had got well into the Bay, between

the islands of Gonaives and St. Domingo, he perceived two sloops ;

and, to prevent their taking him for a cruiser, he hoisted Dutch

colours, and forbore chasing. At five the same evening, seven

more sail were seen, steering to the westward ; when, to avoid

suspicion, Captain Forrest disguised the Augusta, and hauled from

them till dark, after which he made sail and followed them. At

ten o'clock he got sight of two sail, one of which fired a gun : the

other then parted company, and steered for Lcogane. Soon after,

eight more sail -were seen to leeward, off the Port of Petit Guave.

Captain Forrest came up with the ship -which had fired the gun,

and ordered her commander to strike; threatening, if he alarmed

the fleet, he would instantly sink him. The threat produced the

desired effect ; the 'Frenchman immediately submitting, without the

least opposition. Captain Forrest put his first lieutenant, and

thirty-five men, on board the prize, with orders to proceed off

Petit Guave, in order to prevent any of the enemy's ships from

escaping into that port. At day-light the next morning, the

Augusta was in the midst of the convoy ; the whole of which,

according to the subjoined list, after firing a few guns, and making
a feeble resistance, were taken :

Ships. Guns. Jlfcn. Tons.

Mars 22 108 500

Theodore 18 70 650

Marguerite 12 44 S5O
Sciide J2 44 350
St. Pierre 14 40 300

Maurice IS 36 300

Flora 12 35 300

Brilliante 10 20 SCO

Monnctte (brig) li 120

Total 11 a 409 3070

These prraei were laden with sugar, indigo, coffee, cotton, &c,
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the cost price of which amounted to 170,0001. Captain Forrest

carried them to Jamaica, where they were sold.

He soon afterwards came to England; but, on the 16th of

January, 1760, having been appointed to the Centaur, he again,
sailed for Jamaica, with a convoy of thirty-four sail. He arrived

at Port Royal on the 6th of March, and continued to serve on the

Jamaica station during the remainder of the war.

On the death of Rear-admiral Holmes,* which occurred on the

21st of November, 1761, the command of the squadron devolved

on Captain Forrest ; but, excepting that this duty called forth a

display of his vigilance and attention, it afforded him no opportu-

nity of increasing his professional fame.

In the year 1769, Captain Forrest was again appointed to the

command on the Jamaica station, with the established rank of

commodore. As a proof of the interest which he took in the ser-

vice, and to shew how correct his ideas of naval discipline were,
we insert the following standing orders, which were issued to the

captains commanding the respective ships of his squadron :

"
By ARTHUR FORREST, Esq.

"
Commander-in-chief of his Matestifs Ships and Vessels at and about

Jamaica.

" For the better preservation of good order and discipline, on board his

Majesty's ships and vessels under my command,
" You are hereby required and directed to pay strict regard and obe-

dience to the following articles and regulations ;
and to consider them as

standing orders for your government, during the time you are under my
command.
"

1st. You are to give written orders to the several lieutenants of the

ship under your command, directing them to preserve strict discipline and

good order : to keep a constant and regular watch ; that, upon any accident

or misfortune that may casually happen to his Majesty's service, through

* Admiral Charles Holmes. A memoir of this brave and distinguished

officer will probably be inserted in the NAVAL CHT.OSICLE, at no very dis-

tant period. He behaved with great gallantry in several actions; was

honourably acquitted, by a court martial, in 1750, on charges exhibited

against him by Admiral Knowles, when captain of the Lenox, in the West

Indies ;
in 1758, he forced the French and Austrian garrison to abandon the

city of Embden ;
he served at Quebec, in 1759 ; and, as above stated, died

while commander-in-chief at Jamaica, in 1761.
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neglect or otherways, the officer of the watch may be accountable there-

fore ;
that sentries may be placed on the poop, forecastle, and gangways:

a set of arms held in constant readiness: all boats to be hailed in due time,

which are required and directed to answer in a regular manner, according

to the custom of the navy, and not by the unmeaning words of Aye and

No : and that they may observe every other point of duty, consistent with

their printed instructions, as is becoming officers in his Britannic Majes-

ty's navy; and for preserving and supporting duty, that it may not dwindle

into sloth and negligence ;
but that we may be found active and vigilant, in

cnse of a rupture with any nation, who may prove enemies to his Majesty's

kingdom.
"

2. Whereas it is contrary to all good discipline to have boats kepi

on shore, after the watch is set, and very prejudicial to men's health, to be

unnecessarily exposed to night dews, or the baneful temptations of panch-

houses, you are therefore strictly required and directed, (unless his Majes-

ty's service necessarily requires it for the due execution of such orders as

^ou may receive) that you will upon no consideration allow boats to be

from the ship you command, after the watch is set. And I do expect, that

all officers will have a due regard thereto
;
and not detain boats that may

be sent for their conveniency, a moment after the appointed time, to the

hazard of the men's health, or their seduction to desertion : and this as they
shall regard my good opinion, or such other censure as the nature of the

offence may deserve. And you are hereby required to inform me, by
letter, and under your hand, when any of your officers shall neglect to pay-

due obedience to this order.

" 3d. You are likewise required and directed to muster your ship's

company, and to enter their ages and descriptions, in a book to be kept for

that purpose, for the readier discovering of such as may desert, that endea-

vours may be used for apprehending them
;
and punishing them as their de-

merits shall deserve.

"
4th. Whilst your ship lies in port, you are constantly to exercise your

men at. small arms, and great guns, and to make them fire at a mark;

powder and shot being allowed for that purpose. And you are to see that

the top men, and your boats* crews, arc carefully instructed in the use of

small arms, and the throwing hand grenades ; and when at sea, you are to

exercise your men in like manner, as often as the weather will permit,
which you are to have constantly noted in your log-book.
" 5th. Every ship in port is to take her turn, according to seniority, to

examine all ships and vessels which arrive ; and the officer is very particu-

larly to inform himself of every matter, and occurrence, within the know-

ledge of the master of the ship or vessel ; and to report the same to me,

every evening, signed by the officer of the guard, according to the form

which will be herewith delivered to you. And in case any extraordinary

information should appear, the officer of the guard is to acquaint the per-

son from whom he receives it, that I desire to see him, in order to my
inquiring more particularly thereinto

;
and such information is immedi-

ately to be transmitted to me, on board the Dmikirk.
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*'
6tli. You are hereby required and directed, when there is occasion

to revictual the ship under your command, to order your master and pur-
ser lo attend at the victualling stores, and inspect the provision to be re-

ceived, before it is sent on board
;

and if they find it to be fit for his

Majesty's service, and the same is reported to you that it will hold good
for the time you revictual, you are, in that case, to receive it; but, other-

ways, it is to be rejected, infonmag me the reason for such refusal. And
you are to direct, tliat they shall carefully attend hereto, that we may not,

after provisions are received, be under the necessity of holding frequent

surveys. And in case surveys on provisions become absolutely necessary,

they are not to be held by the officers of the ship, (if absent from mc'j but

laid aside to be surveyed, by my order, when your ship returns to port.
"

7th. When your boatswain, gunner, or carpenter, makes a demand
for stores, you are to have regard to the st uarace orders given you, relative

to the careful expense [expenditure] uf his Majesty's stores
;
and to order

them to set off, against each article, the particular use for which it is

required ;
and the officer demanding is to inform yiu what quantity remains

in his store-room of each article demanded, for your forming a judgment
if such demand i^ really necessary.

"
8th. Whenever you are anchored in a foreign road or harbour, or

any road or bay belonging to his Majesty, you are strictly ordered, and

enjoined to observe, that the whole respective watches be kept on deck, and

that a guard be mounted of marine?, with an officer to attend, their car

touch boxes on, swords by their sides, and arms ready at a stand, i'^ir pre-

venting any surprise which may tend to the disgrace or dishonour of his

Majesty's arms. And if there are no marines, the same to be performed

by the small arms men of the watch, with an officer to conduct them. And

when you are in any foreign port, you are to make particular observations

of its strength, fortifications, yards, docks, ships, advantages and disadvan-

tages in point of defence, and how it may be most advantageously attacked

in case of a rupture: likewise, ships of war, trade, and such other observa-

tions as may occur to you, and tend to the honour of his Majesty's arms.

All which vou are, at your return, to deliver to me in writing, signed by

yourself, together with a journal of your proceedings daring your cruise,

or the service you may occasionally be sent upon.
"

9th. When you at any time return to port, you are immediately to

complete your water and provisions to three months, (unless under orders

for careening) which is not to be exceeded, but by particular orders ; and,

in all respects, hold your ship ready for sea at a moment's warning, to

be ready to answer any emergency that his Majesty's service may suddenly

require.
" 10th. If ajiy of your ship's company are sick at the hospital, you are

to order your surgeon to attend them twice a week, and report to yon i!ie

condition he finds them in. He is carefully to inspect the provisions that

are served to them, and to sec that they are goj.l, wholesome, and con-

formable to the government's allowance : of which he is to inform hiumh

Mat. erjmm. SJol. XXV. 3 M
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in the particulars, by applying to the surgeon of the hospital ; and, if he

finds that every necessary care is not duly administered, or any defect in

their provisions or attendance, he is immediately to report the same, for

my information.

" llth. You are, every Monday forenoon, to deliver on board the Dun-

kirk, or such ship as my pendant may be hoisted on, a weekly account of

the state and condition of his Majesty's ship under your command, in

which you are to be very exact and particular, that it corresponds with your

ship's books, and the state of your stores remaining.
"

12th. You are to give the master of the- ship under your command,
orders and instructions for surveying and making observations ..........*

as bays, coasts, &c. ...........* may from time time be ordered, con-

formable to the printed directions given herewith ; which, if judiciously

performed, must tend greatly to the improvement of navigation. You will

therefore take especial care, that he at all times makes the most accurate

remarks in his power, on every article set forth in the said printed orders and

instructions ; and you are to give him what aid therein, the service you are

upon will permit : reporting to me, when you return into port, such obser-

vations as have been made, that I maybe enabled therefrom to order a fur-

ther inspection, on matters that promise to tend to public utility, and the

benefit of navigation.
" 13th. And you are hereby required and directed, to be very ob-

servant to all, and every, the foregoing standing general orders
;

as you

shall answer an omission, in any particular thereof, at your peril. Given

under my hand, on board his Majesty's ship Dunkirk, in Port Royal Har-

bour, Jamaica, this 26th July, 1769.

" To Captain

Majesty's Ship

, of his

Unfortunately for the naval interest of his country, Captain

Forrest enjoyed the Jamaica command for only a very short

period ; as he died, much lamented, on that station, on the 26th

of May, 1770.

HERALDIC PARTICULARS.

Captain Arthur Forrest, the subject of the preceding memoir, married

Lynch, daughter of Colonel Lynch, of Jamaica. By this lady (who

* The MS. is here illegible.



THE LATE CAPTAlfc ARTHUR FORREST. 451

died in 1804, aged 82, and was buried at Binfield, in the county of Berks)
he had issue, Cecilia, relict of the late Right Hon. William Windham ;

*

Thomas, a lieutenant in the
joyal navy, died in the service of his country ;

Arthur, chief engineer at the island of Ceylon, married Anne D'Alema,

daughter of D'Alema, of Gibraltar, by whom he had Thomas, an only

child, a captain in the Royal Berkshire Militia. The said Arthur died at

Madras, on the 2d of October, 180-2. Captain Forrest's other children

were : Julia, housekeeper to the Stamp Office, Somerset House ; Marga-

ret, died unmarried
;
Harriet ; Frederica Cecilia, wife of the Hon. John

Byng, brother, and heir presumptive of George Viscount Torrington ;
and

Augusta, wife of William Dysney, of, near Kingston, in Surrey, Esq.

ARMS Argent, three oak trees, two and one, each issuing from a mount,

proper.

CHEST. On a wreath, waves of the sea, thereon a ship in full sail,

proper.

MOTTO. Et mrent in undls.

* The following circumstance, relating to this gentleman, is not, we be-

lieve, generally known. When Mr. Windham left college, he spent some

time in London, preparatory to a tour which he intended to take upon the

Continent, in company with his friend, Mr. Coke, of Holkham. This was

a tour of instruction rather than of fashion; and the young travellers,

enlightened by philosophy, study, and very extensive reading, devoted their

attention to the laws, manners, and customs, of the respective countries

through which they passed. The plain and philosophical manner in which

they examined foreign nations, sufficiently indicated their mental superi-

ority over the votaries of fashion. Mr. Windham's thirst of knowledge,

however, was not confined to such a contracted scale ; for he actually em-

barked in the same vessel in which the immortal Nelson made his first voy-

age, under Commodore Phipps, to determine the practicability of a north-

east passage to the East Indies. On this voyage of discovery, some men of

science were despatched, carrying with them an excellent apparatus for

mathematical and astronomical operations, to which Mr. Windham was,

through life, warmly attached. Unfortunately, however, for science, he

found himself incapable of sustaining the vicissitudes of a voyage : he be-

came so sea-sick as to be dangerously indisposed ;
and the commodore was

obliged to set him on shore in Norway, whence he returned to Norfolk, in a

Greenlandman.
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ADDENDA
TO THE

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

OP

SIR ERASMUS GOWER, KNT.

ADMIRAL OY THE WHITE SQUADRON.

E period at which Sir Erasmus Gower's biographer con-

eluded the detail of that officer's serrices,* was not the termi-

nation of his professional career. On the 9th of February, 1801,

he hoisted his flag, as rear-admiral of the white squadron, in the

Princess Royal, of 98 guns, and joined the Channel fleet, then

under the command of Admiral Corn wallis.t During this year,

the preliminaries of peace with France were signed ; and, on the

13th of the ensuing February (1802) when, in expectancy of the

memorable treaty of Amiens, preparations were making for the

reduction of our naval establishment, Sir Erasmus struck his flag.

From that time, he remained unemployed until the 21st of May,

1804 ; when, as vice-admiral of the white, to which rank he had

been promoted 01 the 23d of the preceding April, he was appointed

ccmmander-in-chief and governor of Newfoundland. This highly

responsible_'command he held until the 12th of March, 1807, being

the full term of hree years, for which it is usually delegated.

During this service he obtained the rank of vice-admiral of the

red ; an event which took place on the 9th of April, 1805. The

Isis, of 50 guns, bore his flag the whole period of his command.

The government of Newfoundland was peculiarly adapted to

the disposition and character of Sir Erasmus Gower, as affb~ding

a full opportunity for the display of that beneficence and philan-

Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. IV. page 289. A portrait of Sir Eras-

mus accompanies the original memoir.

t A memoir and portrait of this officer will be found in the Vllth Vo-

lume of the NAVAL CHROKICLE, page 1.
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thropy which he so eminently possesses. Various instances, illus.

irating the truth of this observation, might be given ; but the

Jimits assigned to these memoranda will not allow of the recital. It
can only be here stated that the extensive power with which he
"was invested, as governor, was unremittingly and unifermly exer-

cised for the benefit of the governed.
Since the year 1807, when he was removed from the command at

Newfoundland, he has remained unemployed. On the pro.
motion of admirals which look place on the 25th of October,

1809, iu commemoration of our beloved Sovereign entering the

fiftieth year of his reign, Sir Erasmus received his commission as

admiral of the blue squadron ; and, on the 31st of July, 1810, he

obtained the rank of admiral of the white.

Having served his King and Country honourably, and faith,

fully, for more than half a century, he is now living in retire,

ment and tranquility, (though, at times, much annoyed by that

enemy of repose, the gout) enjoying that universal respect which

he has irreversibly secured, by his virtues, and his services.

NAVAL ANECDOTES,
COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &e.

MANTES IN GUUGITE VASTO.

AKECDOTE OF SIR ALEXANDER BALt.

WHEN the late Admiral Sir Alexander Ball first went to Malta with

the power of civil governor, it was understood that he wanted a

valet-dc-chambre. After a few days, a Maltese, well dressed, \vith all the

air and manners of a gentleman, and (as it afterwards came out) of a good

family, waited on Sir Alexander, and brought with him strong recommen-

dations from the principal noblemen of the island. It was some time be-

fore Sir Alexander could discover his object; till, to his no small surprise,

it was explained, that he came to offer himself as valet. By means of a

little cross examination, the candidate gave him to understand, I hat he

expected, in virtue of this most respectable oflice, to be patented as the

sole deliverer of each and every suit, remonstrance, or petition, which any

of the Maltese should desire to have presented to Ins Excellency : for

which good service, for his prudence in choosing the moltia tt mpoiu, and

his occasional good word, the worthy gentleman flattered himself with' the
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usual pledges of gratitude. Nor was the speculation quite so extravagant

as at first sight it may seem to the English reader: for in fact, the valet of

the late grand master, whose place Sir Alexander was about to fill, had, by
these means, accumulated one of the largest fortunes in the whole island.

Sir Alexander, however, very gravely, though very politely, informed him,

that the sum total of the duties which he should require of or permit from

his valet, was to brush his clothes and to set his razor in order ;
but that

as to any interference or intermediate agency between him and the Mal-

tese, as he should check it in his nearest and dearest connexions, so he

would most certainly kick his valet down stairs for the very attempt. Sir

Alexander then caused to be made known every where, that at certain

hours on two days in the week he was accessible to every one, and that he

would never deny himself at any other time, should the business be urgent ;

but that any one who should employ another to present his request or peti-

tion, except in case of sickness or other personal good reason, would infal-

libly secure its failure, even though there should exist no other objection to

his complying with it. The joy which this information spread through the

island was the first taste of a government conducted iu the spirit of the

English constitution.

CHARACTERISTIC AKECDOTE OF AX ENGLISH SAILOR.

AN extraordinary circumstance, which recently occurred on board

II. M. S. Barfleur, is thus related, in a letter from one of her officers :

" A sailor of our's on watch, by some accident, fell overboard
;

the sea

running very high at the time, prevented the poor fellow from catching any
of the ropes which were thrown to him, and upset two boats which put off to

his assistance : every body was now on deck, the man sinking, and nobody
able to afford him the least relief; when a comrade of his, struck by the

supplicating countenance of the miserable man now on the brink of destruc-

tion, cried suddenly
"
By Heavens, Tom, I can't bear that look ; I'll save

you or go with you !

"
All eyes were directed to the man who spoke ; but

what was our astonishment, when we beheld him plunge into the merciless

waves, gain his comrade, and seize him with his left arm, while, with his

right, he supported both himself and the man through the bufferings of the

high running sea, and thus gave time for another and more fortunate boat

to rescue them both from the extended jaws of an untimely death."

OBSERVATIONS ON THE EFFECTS OF WESTERLY WINDS, IX RAISING THE
LEVEL OF THE BRITISH CHANNEL.

By Major -Kennel.

" The fact of the high level of the Channel, during strong winds, between

the W. and S. W. cannot be doubted ; because the increased height of the

tides in the southern ports, at such times, is obvious to every discerning

eye; indeed, the form of the upper part of the Channel, in particular, is

such as to receive and retain, for a time, the principal part of the water
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forced in
;
and as a part of this water is continually escaping by the Strait

of Dover, it will produce a current which must greatly disturb the reckon-

ing of such ships as navigate the Strait when thick weather prevents the

land, or the lights of the Forelands of the North Goodwin, from being
seen.

" It is evident that the direction of the current under consideration, will

be influenced by the form and position of the opposite shores at the

entrance of the Strait ; and as these are materially different, so must the

direction of the stream be within the influence of each side respectively:
for instance, on the English side, the current having taken the direction of

the shore, between Dungeness and the South Foreland, will set generally to

the N. E. through that side of the Strait. But, on the French side, circum-

stances must be very different ; for the shore of Boulogne, tending almost

due N. will give the current a like direction, since it cannot turn sharp
round the point of Grisnez, to the N.E. but must preserve a great propor-
tion of its northerly coast, until it mix with the waters of the North Sea.

" Another circumstance, which ought to be noticed, is, that the shore of

Boulogne presenting a direct obstacle to the waters impelled against it by

westerly winds, occasions a higher level of the sea in its vicinity than in

other places, and consequently a stronger current towards the Goodwin

Sands. From this it may easily be inferred, that a ship passing the Strait

in very thick weather, will be driven several miles southward of her

reckoning. The regular tides which are considerably affected by these

winds, must also be taken into the account, in the application of these

remarks."

It is highly probable, that many of the accidents which happen on the

Goodwin Sands during thick weather, arise from this cause; and the loss

of the Britannia Indiaman, on the north-east extremity of the southernmost

of these sands, in January, 1809, after it was concluded that she was quite

clear of them, which Major R. has cited as an example, is one striking

instance.

In a recent work, entitled,
"

Sailing Directions, &c. for the British

Channel," published by Laurie and Whittle, it is stated, that, in stormy

weather, the extraordinary rise of the tide at the mouth of the Channel is

ten iect. It is likewise stated, on good authority, that strong west winds

cause the flood tide to run an hour or more longer than at common times.

The velocity of the spring tides in this part is estimated at one mile and a

half per hour, and that of the neap tides half a mile.

NAVAL CHURCH PREFERMENT.

THE valuable benefice of Simonbourn, in Yorkshire, and the directory of

Greenwich Hospital, now dividing under the sanction of Parliament, will,

upon the decease of the present incumbent, the Hev. Dr. Scott (the Antl-

Scjanus of the Earl of Sandwich's naval administration) afford six rectories

of 5501. each, to that number of the senior chaplains of the royal navy.
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THE BIRTH-PLACE OF COLUMBTJS.

On the tomb of Columbus was inscribed, by order of Ferdinand King of

Spain,
" A Cant ilia y a Leon

Nuevo Mundo dio Colon"

" To Castile and Leon, Columbus gave a new World:"

it is therefore no wonder, that every thing belonging to that great navign

tor should be contemplated with interest. That America should be called

Columbia, after Columbus, rather than America, after Amerigo Vespncio,

who was not the original discoverer of that Continent, is a sentiment which

gains ground among i\ie li'erati ; and especially in America. To deter-

mine therefore, what country may claim the honour of his birth, is ne-

cessary to a complete acquaintance with his history ;
and perhaps there is

at this moment no subject equally striking with that of the life of Colum-

bus, which has not been treated by able pens.

Genoa has hitherto been distinguished as the native city of Columbus;
but it appears by undeniable evidence, that the ancestors, the father, and

the nearest relations of that heroic adventurer, were born and settled at

Cuccaro,* in the Montserrat, in Piedmont. After the decrnse of Diego,

great grandson to Columbus, a suit was instituted in Spain by those who

claimed his property by heirship ; the documents produced on that occa-

sion fell into the hands of the late M. (ialeani Napione, intendant of the

finances in Piedmont, for the late King of Sardinia, who combined them

into a dissertation inserted in the Memoirs of the Academy at Turin, in

1805. A friend of M. Napione, M. de Priocca, ex-minister for foreign

affairs under the last kings of Sardinia, has revised and augmented that

dissertation. It consists of thirteen chapters, the principal of which con-

tains a list of authors who have stated the birth-place of Columbus cor-

rectly. That navigator having acquired by his discoveries, greater wealth

than any other individual in Europe, if not in the world, at that time, settled

his property on his heirs male, in direct descent. He obtained this per-

mission in 1497, established it by his will in 1502, and again by a council

in 1505, the year of his death. His son, allied to the royal house of Por-

tugal, his grandson, and great grandson, enjoyed his estate. Diego, great

grandson of Columbus, died in 1578, without issue. His nearest of kin

was Alvaro of Portugal, son of a grand-daughter of the renowned naviga-

tor ;
but a certain Baldassar Columbus of Cuccaro, disputed the succession

with him, as heir, proving by legal documents that Christopher Columbus,
as well as himself, descended from the Columbus's of Cuccaro ; and that

Dominico, father of Christopher, of the same privileged, though not wealthy,

race, was hereby proprietor of one eighteenth part of the fief of this name,
the revenue of which was about 1201. One of the documents produced in

* Believed to be a small track of country a parish rather than a town'

amongst the mountains,



COMMERCIAL HINTS, RECOI.I.ECTIOHS, &C. 457

this suit, dated 1443, proved, that six years after the birth of Columbus,
his father, Dominico, still resided at Cuccaro. Five witnesses on behalf of

Baldassar Columbus, prove the birth of Christopher at Cucearo, and say,
that " he quitted that place when but a stripling : Picolo." The suit

lasted twenty years, and was carried on with a subtilty, a noise, and a per-
severance proportioned to its magnitude, and to the wealth of the parties

concerned. A swarm of claimants appeared in this contention, by all of

whom the father of Christopher was acknowledged to be Dominico Colum-

bus^ of Cuccaro
;

this too, was affirmed by the tribunal; by which the

succession was at length adjudged to Nugno, son of Alvaro, of Portugal.
To thcjirst part of the dissertation are subjoined two letters, which prove
the discovery of the new world by Columbus. In fact, that discovery never

was claimed by Amerigo Vespucio, although a general error has invested

him with that honour, by calling both the northern and southern continent*

alter his name.

GALE OF WIND AT BARBABOES.

THE BarbaJoes Mercury of August 14, 1810, presents the following

statement :

" A very severe squall and tempestuous sea threatened the vessels at this

anchorage the greater part of Sunday, and throughout the most of the

night ; fortunately, however, the injury done has been confined to a single

vessel (the American schooner Laura), but to her it was most fatal, as she

is completely stranded. This vessel parted soon after eight o'clock at nighc,

and was driven on the south side of the pier, near the old fort, where the

surge very soon made a complete wieck of her; but happily the master and

crew, although with much difficulty, escaped upon parts of the wreck and

rafts of the cargo, consisting of deal lumber; the greater part of which, and

in fact nearly two-thirds of her whole cargo, about 70,000 feet of lumber,

with staves, shingles, &c. was, during the night, and even yesterday, in de-

fiance of a military guard sent at the request of the master to protect it,

most shamefully plundered by a large body of negroes (both women and

men) collected near the spot. One of these daring depredators,

however, unfortunately got shot yesterday by the serjeant of the guard, and

is in danger of his life, the ball having lodged in the man's thigh, which it is

feared must be amputated. There are such contradictory accounts of the

circumstances under which this man got wounded, that until a full investi-

gation is made, we shall forbear entering into any of them."

CAPTAIX MANBY'S EXPERIMENTS.

MAKT naval officers of rank attended the following experiments which

were made at Woolwich by Captain Manby, on the 18th of May, on the

ground in front of the Artillery Barracks; and which gave general satisfac-

tion. The following was the order, in which the firing was made from the

mortars, after having first shewn a person compleatly equipped with every

. {jron ffiol. XXV. 3 *
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necessary apparatus, to effect a communication with a vessel driven on a

lee-shore.

2. Insuring the means of firing ordnance, and thereby affording relief

by a rope being projected, when the severities of storm prevent the possi-

bility or' a match being kept alight for that purpose ; as on the success of

this service every tiling depends.

3. The construction, and mode of laying and firing a piece of ordnance

from a boat, (when the sea is continually breaking over it) to communicate

with a vessel that has grounded on a bar in running for a harbour in a

storm
;
to approach which from the broken water it has been found impos-

sible to get to her without such aid.

4. The readiest method of giving assistance, bj the rope being laid and

conveyed to the spot in a basket.

5. A rope ladder, that can be projected or conveyed to a crew wrecked

under a bluffer inaccessible clilF.

6. Method of affording certain relief to vessels stranded in the darkest

night, with an improved mode of rendering the. flight of the life rope more

distinguishable.

7. The distance a deep sea line can be projected from the shortest

constructed 8 inch mortar
;
as a deep sea line is of sufficient strength to send

a hawser to a vessel stranded on a very Hat shore, which is consequently a

considerable distance from the land.

8. An 8 inch barbed shot, and to illustrate by experiment the method

and distance it can be projected for the purpose (when it is impossible
without such aid) to haul a t>oat from a beach over a high raging surf, to ;:o

to ships in distress at a distance from the land, with a patent Sunderland

2 inch rope of uncommon strength, and which lias actually saved, this lat

winter, 29 persons, viz.

On the 2d November 7

6th 6

10th .8
4th January, 1811 . . . . 8

29

BATTLE OF ALMEIDA.

ifcRiKC the late memorable action between Lord Wellington and Mai-

iena, a son of Admiral tlie Duke of Clarence, after displaying considerable

courage, had his horse shot under him, and was taken prisoner. He was

then placed behind a French dragoon, when that horse also was killed. He

immediately took advantage of so critical a moment, with much dexterity
evaded the enemy, and escaped to Lis owu men. Ha had been woundi'i

in ilia hand and ana.
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CAPTURE OF THE THETIS.

MOST of the particulars relating to the capture of la Thetis, by the Ame-

thyst, Captain (now Sir) Michael Seymour, on the 10th of November, 1868,

arc already in the possession of the readers of the NAVAL CHRONICLE.*

The following letter, however, written by Serjeant Packwood, of the royal

marines, at that time serving on board H.M.S. Amethyst, will be found

worthy of notice.

"
I am desirous of giving you the earliest intelligence I am able, of a

well-contested battle, fouglit by H.M.S. Amethyst, M. Seymour, Esq. com-

mander, and the French national frigate la Thetis, of 4-1 guns, 28 eighteen-

pounders on her main-deck. The action was fought off L'Orient, where

we have been cruising these last fourteen weeks. On the night of the 10th

instant (November) stood close into the land, about dark, within two miles

of the main, on the N.W. end of the island of Groa, larboard tack on

board, shortened sail, wore round, brought to, the wind on the starboard

tack, wind then at N.E. ship's head N. N.W. keeping the land close on

board. At 7 o'clock the same evening observed a sail astern near the isle

of Groa, standing to S.W, wore ship, made sail in chase, beat to quarters,

Heared away for action, so_pn suspecting her an enemy ; we perceive her to

make all sail. At twenty minutes'past nine, brought her to action ; at forty

minutes past twelve A.M. she struck to the Amethyst, after a very bloody

and well contested action.

" The enemy's loss in killed, is 103 ; badly wounded, according to

nearest account, 120. Total, killed and wounded, 223. t

" Our's killed and wounded, to the nearest account, 73 total.

" A List of the Royal Marines, Killed and Wounded, in the Amethyst.

^' Officers of the royal marines. Second lieutenant, Kendall, killed; first

lieutenant, Payne, badly wounded.
" Rank and file. 8 killed, 9 dangerously wounded ;

2 slightly; myself

slightly bruised in my right arm and hand, when our mizen-mast fell; but,

than.!, God, I am very well in health and spirits.

"
1 will give you a detail to the best of my knowledge. We fought the

first three broadsides with our larboard guns, and were close on board of

each other. We separated, not being fastened to each other. She worked

her ship remarkably well, and came on the starboard side. The action

then was very obstinate for two hours. She shot away our mizen-mast; it

fell, with the mizen-top-sail and gaff (the driver not being closely brailed

* The official report of (he capture will be found at page 417 of our XXth

Volume ;
but a more detailed account of the action is ghren in our memoir of Sir

Michael Seymour, Vol. YXL page 94.

f The lots of ilie Thetis is here, and was also in the Gazette, mcorreetly stated.

Subsequently to the writing of Captain Seymour's Letter on Service, it was ascer-

tained, that the Thetis hud 102 kdled.aud 172 wounded ; making a
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up, not having time) across the quarter-deck ;
no time to clear the wreck ;

he cheered at such a sight.

" We cheered again, and the next broadside we brought her mizen-mast

down. She dropt aboard us, as I may term it, as she had rather the wea-

ther gage. At this time, I believe, her intentions were to carry us, but she

soon found her mistake. She had about thirty soldiers in her fore and main

tops, and they kept up a constant fire, with their heaving their stink-pots on

board; we sustained a very heavy loss about this time, our ship being

twice on fire, but was soon put out, and not time to clear the wreck on the

quarter deck. We lay muzzle to muzzle about an hour and ten minutes ;

our men often stealing their sponges, and the others serving us the same

way; and after an action of full three hours and twenty minutes, she

Struck, after a most obstinate battle, leaving her deck entirely covered with

dead and wounded. Her commander, after being fastened to each other

about half an hour, was killed. His people say, he was determined not to

strike to a single-decked ship ; but she found Englishmen on board the

Amethyst. After your answer, I will give you a mor* clear account of

those two young, but very gallant officers of the royal marines, and the party

under their command, who, I think, have added another laurel to such a

noble corps. Excuse me if I am going too far with this ; but I cannot help

mentioning such bravery of such young officers, and men, who stood so true

to the cause. I have nothing more to add, than I hope we shall toon be

in readiness to encounter such another foe."

FRENCH PRISONERS OF WAR.

THE following letter (circular) has been transmitted to the acting magis-

trates of the county of Middlesex :

SIR,
" It having been discovered that French prisoners of war are in the habit

of absconding from their places of abode, with a view of effecting their

escape ; and for their protection in passing through the country, make use

of the usual parole certificates, with which they are furnished by the Com-
missioners of the Transport Service, having first extracted, by a chemical

process, the names and descriptions of places and persons originally inserted

in writing in the blanks of such certificates, and afterwards filled up the

said blanks in their own hand-writing, so as to suit their particular pur-

poses ;
I am directed by his Grace the Duke of Portland, Lord Lieutenant

and Gustos Rotulorum of the county of Middlesex, to notify to you, that

all passports filled up in a French hand, whether they bear the seal of the

Transport Office or not, are to be considered as forgeries, under which the

parties making use of them can claim no protection.
"

I have the honour to be, Sir,
" Your most obedient humble servant,

" HENRY C&LLINGWOOD SELBY,
** Clerk of the Peace for the County

H To , Iff. tfc. of Middlesex."
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SIR WALTER RALEIGH.

THERE was a lady of the west country (affirms Lord Bacon) who enter-
tained many of the neighbouring gentlemen, among whom was Sir Walter
Raleigh. Though in other respects stately, this lady, being an industriou*
housewife, called to her servants betimes in the morning, asking,

" Are the

pigs fed?" Sir Walter's chamber chancing to be close to that of his noble
hostess, he, of course, overheard what she said. A little be/ore dinner, the

lady came, with great state, into the chief chamber, where several gentle-
men were assembled to dine. Sir Walter, thinking to disconcert the lady,
said, as soon as he saw her,

"
Madam, are the pigs served ?" " You know

best," rejoined her ladyship,
" whether you have had your breakfast !"

Some interesting particulars relating to Sir Walter, are recorded in the " Me-
moirs of Colonel Hutchinson," by Lucy, his wife. Poor Sir Walter after-

wards forfeited his head, owing, (notwithstanding the opinion of Dr. John-

son) Lord Bacon flatly says,
" to the bawling and billingsgate eloquence of

the Attorney-General," subsequently Chief Justice Coke.

HIBERNIAN ICTHYOLOCY.

AN Irish footman, who lately got a place in Town, on entering a room
where there was a vase with gold-foh, exclaimed" This is the first tim*

that I ever saw red herrings alive in the whole course of my life !
"

CORRESPONDENCE.

MR. EDITOR, London, June 1st, 1811.

E general circulation of the NAVAL CHRONICLE, and the
facilitjr

which it offers of laying the merits of the Navy before the public,

induce me, injustice to those concerned, to request room for the enclosed

Letter on Service, which, from circumstances unknown, has never been

published. I am, &c,

A CONSTANT READER.

His Majesty's Sloop Scorpion, off" Guadaloupe,

, SIR, January 12M, 1810.

In obedience to your directions to attempt bringing the national brig

from the anchorage off Basseterre last night, after having made the ne-

cessary arrangements, I stood close in to fully ascertain her exact position,

when a square rigged vessel was discovered under all sail, just clearing the

north point of the bay, and from the strongest suspicion, was instantly

chased by H. M. sloop Scorpion : falling nearly calm, using the sweeps for

four hours, and all the variety of weather incident to the lee side of Guada-

loupe, it was my good fortune to close within pistol-shot, and after an

action of two hours, completely unrigging the enemy, (which was indispen-
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sably necessary to prevent her going on shore) we were in full possession of

the French national brig 1'Oreste, of 14 twenty- four pounders, two long

twelves, with a complement of 130 men, commanded by M. Monnien
lieutenant de vaisseau, and member of the legion of honour ; had left Basse-

terre that evening for France.

In detailing this service, I have the highest gratification in bearing testi-

mony to the zeal and coolness displayed by the officers and ship's company,
in not only having to keep in check a battery opposed to us, the necessary

manreuvres of trimming sails, sweeping, and a cannonade, the effect of

which has been severely felt in the masts, yards, and sails of the enemy ;
all

of which could only be effected by that steady and prompt obedience in

Lieutenants Blake, Strong, and Mr. Slater, master, at their different

quarters.

Lieutenant Scott, first of th,e Blonde, who arrived in the barge at the

moment of possession, for his ready assistance in the exchange of prisoners,

claims my particular thanks.

I am, Sir, your obedient humble servant,

FRANCIS STAN FELL.
To V. V. Bollard, Esq. Captain of H.M.S.

Rlijnd, and Senior Officer off"Basseterre.

A Lint of Killed and Wounded.

Scorpion. 4 wounded.

L'Oreste. 2 killed ; 1st and 2d captain, and 8 wounded.

Defects.

Main-mast, main-yard, and gaft wounded, the two latter require shift-

ing ;
sails and rigging much cut. F. S.

UR. EDITOR, Dock, Plymouth, May 3d, 1811.

YOUR
valuable work has always evinced nn anxious inclination to for-

ward the interest, and ameliorate the condition of those employed in

the naval service of Great Britain. Your inserting the enclosed hints on

the subject of disrating, will further promote that object, and I trust may
be the means of having the abuse rectified. In so doing you will oblige an

old reader,

MA1OIADUKE PIUXEEII.

The naval service of Great Britain, ever since the first dawning of its

greatness, has been distinguished by special testimonies of respect, and

reward. Our Gracious Sovereign, as well as a generous public, has ever

been forward to bestow the palm on those whose- efforts have merited the

branch. At the same time it is fortunate, that for those whose situations

and employments have debarred them from the opportunity of brilliant

exploit, there is also a series of rewards and honours. Indeed it is the pe-
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cuiiar superiority of our service, that for all who have a claim, there ha
ever been evinced a desire to grant remuneration.

While, however, we view with considerable pleasure, this rich harvest of
rewards, it affords less gratification to investigate the state of punishments.
The pleasure is lessened, because, while, we see every officer, from the ele-
vated admiral, to the boisterous boatswain, possessing the advantages of a
fair

trial, we behold a numerous class left unprotected, at the mercy and
caprice of a superior officer. For no offence which an admiral, captain,
lieutenant, master, surgeon, purser, or any warrant officer can commit, can
any punishment be inflicted, save by the voice of a court martial. A mid-
shipman, however, according to the present customs of the service, may be
disrated, and have corporeal punishment inflicted upon him, whenever his

captain may think fit.

In inquiring as to this power assumed by captains of disrating midship-
men, I shall first advance these facts -.that it is contrary to law, and
inconsistent zcitli the principles ofjustice.

First : that it is contrary to law. The wisdom of the legislature has pru-

dently directed, that the acts of parliament, the directions of the privy-
council, and the regulations and instructions, issued by the commissioners
for executing the office of lord high admiral, shall he the standards by which
the afl'airs of the navy shall be conducted. Investigating the first of these,
no act can possibly be found authorizing the exercise of this power. Nei-
ther in the second. In the last, however, we find such mention made of

every class of officers whom a captain may disrate, as is calculated to place
the point beyond the possibility of doubt. Under the captain's instructions,

chapter 3d, article 16th, it is stated, that " a captain is not to discharge or

to disrate any commission or warrant officer of the ship he commands, ex-

cept the master at anus, saihnaker, caulker, ropemaker, armourer, armourer's

mate, and ship's cook, who, though appointed by warrants, are to be con-

sidered as petty officers ; any of whom he may disrate, if their conduct be

such as absolutely require it." Further, by the 45th article, chapter 4th,
ho is directly prohibited from inflicting any other punishment, on nm/ other

officer, except those mentioned in the above article,
' but he may suspend

and put under arrest, any officer, who shall misbehave ; and may continue

such arrest or suspension, until an opportunity shall offer of trying such

officer by a court martial, acquainting the lords commissioners of the

admiralty of his doing the same." Here we have stated the different offi-

cers whom a captain may disrate, and as no mention whatever is made of

midshipmen, it is evident that they arc included in the clause which 'debars

him from disrating any other officer. This fact seems so indisputable as to

be placed beyond the sphere of argument. Is it not, then, a matter t*f

considerable wonder, that in the face of this positive order, midshipmen arc

daily disrated by their captains, reduced to a level with the crew, and, in

common with them, liable to corporeal punishment at the gangway. At

present they exercise it as a right, but that it is an illegal assumption of

power is clearly proved by the above articles. Unfortunately this is not a

recent innovation ;
on the contrary, it hits been usurped equally as a rod of
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terror, and an instrument of patronage, for many years. Custom, how-

ever, cannot be a sufficient plea for illegality. These quotations prove that

midshipmen, (as well as the others already named) when once rated, are

only amenable to a court martial, subject, however, to arrest, suspension,

&c. but before which at present they are never brought, save where the

crime is particularly atrocious, or when the captain wishes to see more se-

rerity inflicted than he feels himself authorized to employ.

Secondly: it is inconsistent with justice. A noble and patriotic senator

hath well remarked, that in order to the free current of justice, justice

itself should be placed beyond the power of suspicion. Considering the

power of disratiug midshipmen assumed by captains, by tins able idea, it

will appear most suspicious and dangerous, and amply calculated to rouse

that leven of iniquity, sown in a greater or less degree in every human

constitution, and whose chief delight is the oppression of others. The

danger of this power would alone be proved, by its surrendering into the

hands of one individual, the whole success or failure of the future pros-

pects of the infant sailor, and by its leaving open a path to many acts of

injustice and oppression. According to caprice, or to whim, to passion, or

to ignorance, the most inoffensive words, the most unmeaning look, or

accidental action, being construed into contempt, or disrespect, an unfor-

tunate subaltern may in a moment be put before the mast. Nothing,

therefore, can possibly be more precarious, than the tenor by which a

midshipman holds his honours, though perhaps they were gained with his

blood. With the exercise of this power, a captain has nothing more to do,

than to attempt the easy task, of forcing the obnoxious youth into an

error, and immediately degrading him. Or should his conscience not Le

thus tender he may disrate him, because he chooseth to do so. A young
man whose services have been conspicuous, and who is exidtingly looking

forward towards promotion, may be thus removed to give place to an under-

ling boy, without pretensions or abilities, but recommended by the ail

potent aid of interest. lu the same manner, the open and unsuspecting

son of generosity, may be supplanted in his captain's estimation by an insi-

dious B/tfil, who, aspiring to his place, watcheth with the avidity ofa snake,

the moment to report an incautious indiscretion, or mirthful expression,

uttered perhaps at the mess table, in the cockpit, where every midshipman
considers himself Lord Paramount. He may be told he is now disrated,

while on the books, to which he has no access, his degradation i< antedated,

in which interval, a rich capture has been made, and thus, he is helplessly

deprived of his just portion of the proceeds, which are bestowed upon the

favourite. In short, there is no possible abuse which the mind can con-

ceive, which in one way or other may not be engendered by the present
mode of disrating.

Independent of the injury to the individual, it seems fraught with disad-

vantage to the service, for while any officer is so very liable to be reduced

to a level with his inferiors, it is inconsistent with the principles of human
nature to suppose, that the crew can either give them that rcspectfuj
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obedience, or pay that prompt attention to their orders, which always await
the commands of officers not subject to a similar disadvantage.

Such, Sir, are some of the evils to which this assumed power may lead.

Doubtless many instances of abuse do exist, and it is equally true, that
there are many, very many captains, superior even to the idea of such vile

proceedings. That there are some however of an opposite tendency will also
be granted. The subject is worthy more particular investigation than is in.

my power to bestow upon it, and as referring to a numerous class of naval

officers, to whom our island must always look forward for future protec-
tion, it becomes peculiarly interesting. 1 hope these remarks will induce
some of your readers to elicit the subject. I am aware, that as it now
stands, it is matter of much complaint. It is this murmuriug which I
would wish to see suppressed by a candid inquiry.

The immortal Nelson styled the midshipmen, the country's bulwark, its

present, and future hope. This amply justifies me in thus appealing to the

public on the subject of their rights.

MR. EDITOR, London, June \5th, 1811.

T BEG leave, through the medium of your publication, to offer a few re.

*- marks upon a practice which, though far less general than formerly, is

unfortunately still too prevalent in the navy, to the utter reproach of all

such as have power to command, or influence to procure its total

abolition.

The custom to whicli I allude, is that of "
manning the yards," either in

honour of some illustrious visitor, upon hoisting the flag of some admiral,
or in commemoration of some splendid victory, or of some regal nativity.

That this exhibition has proved fatal to many of our brave seamen, I

believe the memory of almost every officer will amply inform him : that

from its very nature it must always be attended with risk, perhaps none are

sufficiently prejudiced to deny.

That the means to which recourse must be had to recruit the Joss thus

needlessly sustained, are harsh and distressing, and such as every officer of

feeling would willingly avoid ; that they are such as can be justified only by

imperious necessity, and areevensuch as, after every exertion has been used,

are found incompetent to supply the defection, are truths too apparent to

be questioned. Why, then, whilst we acknowledge the existence of the

evil, shall we delay the application of the remedy? , Why shall we barba-

rously and wantonly continue to sacrifice that of which we have long

and proudly felt the value, that of which daily experience teaches us th

scarcity ?

Of our admirals, it is well known that they are too sensible to enjoy, and

too firmly convinced of the attachment of their tars, to require such a testi-

mony of their zeal or affection; nay, there are many who, to their eternal

honour, have forbidden such a compliment any more to be paid them.

That this show affords great gratification to such persons of distinction oj

ol XXV. 3 o
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parties of pleasure, as occasionally honour his Majesty's ships with their pre-

sence, is perhaps a position more easily advanced than maintained ; for,

by many intelligent naval officers I have been assured, that of their visitors

there were few that could look upon it without an emotion of terror rather

than delight, or that did not feel more concern for the safety of the seamen

than fascination at the splendour of the spectacle ! but, allowing it were

otherwise, if the sight were capable of exciting the most pleasurable sensa-

tions, what could warrant such exposure of life to calamity ? What com-

pensation could lull the agony of fractured limbs ? Surely humanity her-

self pleads powerfully against it. Justice condemns; reason reproves;

compassion weeps.

I have not now to learn, Sir, how insuperable is sometimes the stub-

bornness of prejudice ; or with what tenacious reluctance ay long indulged
custom is relinquished : or with \vhat implacable vehemence all attempts at

reformation in his Majesty's navy are uniformly opposed : but "plus apudme
ratio calebii quant vulgi opinio ?' and, if by any labour of argument, I may

' awaken attention to a cause so important if by any arts of persuasion I

may induce the extirpation of a practice so absurd, so inhuman, and so

ruinous ! nay, if my efforts may even tend to rescue one victim from

immolation, I shall regard it as the proudest triumph of my life ! It wHl be

the triumph of reason over prejudice, of reflection over folly !

Notwithstanding the warmth of my animadversions on this head, I shall

listen wit'u patience to whatever may be urged in answer to my objections,

although I-feel convinced that they are well grounded, notorious, and irre-

futable ! but perhaps it is here proper to conclude, lest I should tend to-

establish the converse of an ancient proposition, and cause that to be cons>

dercd as right, which requires many words to prove wrong.

I am, Sir, &c.
ORION.

^^>^

MR. EDITOR, Dcngencss, i2th June, 1811.

ON arriving from a cruise I had the pleasure of reading in your number

for April, 1811, page 202-3, a letter signed Nihil, justly exposing the

unequitable appointments of pursers of the navy ;
and who, after enume-

rating several of those partial appointment?,, candidly observes, that they

may probably be considered as casualties : but permit me to observe, that

I do not think they are so unfrequent as that gentleman's expression would

lead us to believe ; and as a proof of which I bog to furnish you with a

few instances that have come within my own observation, sincerely hoping

that their publicity (with others) may lead to the adoption of some measure

tending to alleviate the extreme hardship which many very deserving men-

are exposed to, while serving five, six, seven years, and upwards, as pursers

of sloops, under the aggravated recollection of being frequently treated

with indifference and neglect by the men who have so suddenly started over

their heads, and with no better claim perhaps than their having been bora

in a borough town, or their fathers being one of twenty-four who send two

members to Parliament ; for this was nn expression used to the writer by
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a purser of a sloop, of eighteen months standing, as an argument on which

he grounded his immediate expectation of a frigate ;
and it is needless to

say, that I was strongly impressed with the justice of his claims, having at

that time served only five years, in a vessel much inferior ;
it is also

equally unnecessary to state, that that gentleman was not disappointed, for

he was actually appointed to a frigate in less than a month after
;
but being

unwilling to occupy too much of your valuable time, i" shall without further

comment enumerate the instances I have alluded to, leaving you to use

them, or this, as you please; yet at the same lime assuring you, that I am

personally acquainted with every purser whose ship I have mentioned, and

tan vouch for its truth.

The present purser of the Canopus had not been four years a purser
when lie received that appointment.

The present purser of the Bedford was not eighteen months in a sloop
and had a line-of-battle ship before he had been four years at sea.

The present purser of the Berwick received a frigate for his first appoint-

ment; in about eighteen months he got a 64 ; and three years after the

Berwick.

The purser of the Christian VII. (80) never joined any ship as purser of

a lower rate than 50 guns > and a few months after was appointed to the

ship above mentioned.

The purser of the Alkmaar had not been at sea when he received

that ship.

The pursers of the Diomede and Raisonable received appointments to

those ships before they had been three years pursers.

The present purser of the Seahorse (33) received her for a first appoint*

roent, before he was eighteen years of age.

There is also another inconsistency (not to give it a worse name) which

I am surprised has not attracted the attention of some First Lord of the

Admiralty, viz. that of allowing established navy agents to remain pursers

of ships ;
men who, it is proverbial, are accustomed to make large for-

tunes ;
and who, if ordered to go to sea, would rather resign than comply;

but they manage it much better; for when their ships are about to be com-

missioned, they exchange with some person anxious for employment, taking

several hundred pounds as the difference, and so on for a perpetuity ; pro-

fiting thus by every ship that is put in commission, of which they are pur-

eer ;
and they are making considerable sums of money, without being sub-

ject to the least risk, or being exposed to the labour of keeping accounts, or

the anxiety which naturally arises from responsibility.
Should it, Mr.

Editor, be so, or are there any who will proclaim that it is just ? There can-

not be for it is too glaring to be justified.

You will readily perceive by this that I have no pretension to literary re-

ward ;
and perhaps to as little as a purser ;

but that as it may. I have

presumed to trouble you with this, in the hope the information it contains

may be useful ; leaving you, as I have before observed, to use it as you

please.
W> T<
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MR. EDITOR,

IN
1730, Ignatio Giorgi, a Benedictin of the congregation of Meleda,

published at Venice a latin dissertation, entituled,
" D. Pautus . 'poi'

tolas in marl quod mine Venctus dicitur naufragus, el Melitae Datmutensu

insulae post naufragium hospes, $c." Wherein the writer undertakes to

shew, that the shipwreck of St. Paul, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles,

happened on the island of Meleda, near the c6ast of Dalruatia, in tue Adriatic

Gulf; and not on that Melita, at present named Malta.

Towards a right understanding of this question, the first step seems to be

n careful perusal of the sacred text ; which for that purpose I beg leave

herein to quote at length.

CHAP. XXVII.
AND when itwas determined that we

should sail into Ital^, they delivered

Paul and certain other prisoners, ut.to

one named Julius, a centurion of Au-

gustus' band.
2. And entering into a ship of Adra-

niyttium, we launched, mean :

ng to sail

by the coast of Asia, one Aristarchus a

^Macedonian, of ThessaJonica, being
with us.

3. And the next day we touched at

Sidon. And Julius courteously in-

treated Paul, and gave Aim liberty to go
unto his friends to refresh himself.

4. And when we had launched from

thence, we sailed under Cypruj, be-

cause the winds were contrary.
5. And when we had sailed' over the

sea of Cilicia and Painphylia, we came
to Myra, a ci'y of Lycia.

6. An.d there the centurion found a

hip of Alexandria sailing into Italy;
and he put us therein.

7. And when we had sailed slowly

many days, and scarce were come over

aeainst Cnidus, the wind not suffering

us, we sailed under Crete, over against
Salraone :

. And hardly passing it, came unto

a place which is called, The fair havens,

nigh whereunto was the city o/'Lasea.
9. Now when much time was spent,

and when sailing was now dangerous
because the fast was now already past,
Paul admonished them,

10. And said unto them, Sirs, I per-
ceive that this voyage will be with hurl

and much damage, not only of the

Jading and ship, but also of our lives.

11. Nevertheless, the centurion be-

lieved the master and the owner of the

ship, more than those things which were

tpoken by Paul.

12. And because the haven was not

to winter in, the more part

advised to depart thence also, if by any
means they might attain 10 Phcnice,
and there to winter

;
which is an haven

of Crete, and lieth toward the south-

\vest, and north-west.

13. And hen the south wind blew

softly, supposing that they had obtained

their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed

close by Crete.

14. But not long after thsre arose

against it a tempestuous wind, called

Euroclydon.
15. And when the ship was caught,

and could not bear up :nto the wind,
we let her drive.

16. And running under a certain

island which is called Clauda,* we had
much work to come by the boat;

17. Which when they had' taken up,

they used helps, undergirding the ship ;

and fearing lest they should fall into the

quicksands, struck sail, and so were

driven.

18. And we being exceedingly tossed

with a tempest, the next day they

lightened the ship ;

19. And the third day we cast out

with our own hands the tackling of the

ship.
20. And when neither sun nor stars

for many dajs appeared, and no small

tempest lay on us, all hope that we
should be saved, was then taken away.

21. But after long abstinence, Paul
stood forth in the midst of them, and

said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened
unto me, and not have loosed from

Crete, and to have gained this h.irru

and loss.

22. And now I exhort you to be of

good cheer ; for there shall be no Joss

of any man's life among you, but of thtj

ship.
23. For there stood by me this night

the angel of God, whose I aiu, ami
whom I serve,

* Clauda is the island note called Cozo ofCandia,
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24. Saying, Fear not, Paul
; thou

tnnst be brought before Cesar : and lo,

God hath given thee all them that sail

with thee.

25. Wherefore, Sirs, be of pood
cheer : for I belie.ve God, that it shall

he even as it was told me.

26. Howbeit we must be cast upon
a certain island.

27. But when the fourteenth night
was .come, as we were driven up and
down in Adria, about midnight, the

shipmen deemed that they drew near
to some country :

28. And sounded, and found it

twenty fathoms : and when they had

gone a little further, they sounded

again, and found it fifteen fathoms.

2y. Then fearing lest they should

have fallen upon the rocks, they cast

four anchors out of the stern, and
wished for the day.

30. And as the shipmen were about

to flee out .of the ship, when they had

let down the boat into the sea, under

colour as though they would have cast

anchors out of the foreship,
31. Paul said to the centurion, and

to the soldiers, Except these abide in

the ship, ye cannot be saved.

32. Then the soldiers cut off the

ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.

33. And while the day was coming
on, Paul besought them all to take

meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth

day that ye have tarried, and continued

fasting, having taken nothing.
34. Wherefore I pray you to take

same meat; for this is for your health :

for there shall not an hair fall from the

Ijead of any of you.
35. And when he had thus spoken,

he took bread, and gave thanks to God
in presence of theinall, and when lie

had broken if, he began to eat.

36. Then were they all of good
cheer, and they also took some meat.

37. And we were in all in the ship

two hundred threescore and six teen souls.

38. And when they had eaten enough,

they lightened the ship, and cast out

the wheat into the sea.

39. And when it was day, they knew
not the land : but they discovered a

certain creek with a shore, into the

which they were minded, if it were

possible, to thrust in the ship.

40. And when they had taken up the

anchors, they committed themselves unto

the sea, and loosed the rudder-bands,
and hoised up the mainsail to the wind,

and made toward shore.

41. And falling into a place where
two seas met, they ran the ship aground ;

and the forepart stuck fast, and re-

mained unmoveablt, but the hinder part
was broken with the violence of the

waves.

42. And the soldiers' counsel was to
kill the prisoners, lest any of them

'

should swim out, and escape.
43. But the centurion, willing to

save Paul, kept them from their pur-

pose, and commanded that they which
could swim, should cast themselves first

into the sea, and get to land :

44. And the rest, some on boards,
and some on broken pieces of the ship ;

And so it came to pass that they escaped
all safe to land.

CHAP. XXVIII.
1. And when they were escaped,

then they knew that the island was
called Melita.

2. And the barbarous people shewed
us no little kindness ;

for they kindled,

a fire, and received us every one, be-

cause of the present rain, and because
of the cold.

3. And when Paul had gathered a

bundle of sticks, and laid them on the

fire, there came a viper out of the heat,
and fastened on his hand.

4. And when the Barbarians saw the

venemous beast hang on his hand, they
said among themselves, No doubt tins

man is a murderer, whom though be

hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance
suffereth not to live.

5. And he shook off the beast into

the fire, and felt no harm.

6. Howbeit, they looked when he
should have swollen, or fallen down dead

suddenly : but after they had looked a

great while, and saw no harm come to

him, they changed their minds, and said

that he was a god.
7. In the same quarters were pos-

sessions of the chief man of the island,

whose name was Publius, who received

us, and lodged usthreedayscourteously.
8. And it came to p-iss I hat the la-

ther of Publius lay sick of a fever, and
of a bloody flux : to whom Paul entered

in, and prayed, and laid his hands on

him, and healed him.

9. So when this was done, others also

which had diseases in the island, came,
and were healed :

10. Who also honoured us with many
honours, and when we departed, they
laded its with such tilings as were ne

cessary.
11. And after three mouths we de-
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parted iu a ship of Alexandria, which

had wintered iu the isle, whose sign
was Castor and Pollux.

12. And landing at Syracuse, we
tarried there three days.

13. And from thence we fetched a

compass, and came to Rliegium : and

after one day the south wind blew, and

we came the nest day to Puteoli :

14. Where we found brethren, and
were desired to tarry with them seven

days : and so we went toward Rome.
15. And from thence, when the bre-

thren heard of us, they came to meet
us as far as Appii-forum, and the three

taverns.

Father Giorgi's arguments arc 1, that the island of Meleda, not far

from Ragusa, was also called Mclita in the time of Luke the Evangelist;

and what is meant by Adria, never was by any ancient writer supposed

to extend near so far as the present island of Malta. 2, that the tempes-
tuous wind Euro-clydon must not have been the N.E. (Euro-aquiloybut

the S.E. and consequently have driven Paul's ship into the Adriatic in like

manner as Acrotatus, a Lacedaemonian, going from Peleponesus to Sicily,

and the Jewish historian Josephus, sailing like the apostle from Judea to

Borne, were both driven into that gulf. 3, that the name of barbarians,

twice given to the natives by Luke, is more applicable to the inhabitant*

of Illyria, than to the Greeks of Malta ;
a circumstance which has embar-

rassed Lightfoot, Bochart, Cellarius, and other commentators. 4, that

there is no such quicksand as that on which Paul was wrecked at Malta,

whereas there exists snch towards the south point of Meleda. At the for-

mer, indeed, near what is called la casa di S. Paolo, there is a rock : but

the history shews that the ship did not encounter a danger of that sort.

5, the apostle is said to have been bitten by a venemous serpent, whereas

there are no noxious reptiles in the island, and even the earth of it is pre-

tended to be a specific antidote against such poison. And as to St. Paul

having wrought a miracle to deliver that island for ever from the reptile

tribe, surely an act of that importance would have been recorded by the

sacred historian, as well as the cure of Publius and others, or as the name
and figure of the Macedonian ship. In short, the introduction of such

supernatural intervention to reconcile the existing state of things, in Malta,
would fall under the rule of Horace :

" Nee detis intersitnisi digntis uindice nodus."*

De Art. Poet. 191.

And also reminds one of St. Patrick nearer home. While on the contrary
the bite of vipers happens to be remarkably malignant in Illyria, and no
less so in Meleda. In order to establish the vulgar opinion, the Adriatic

must be extended half way down the Mediterranean
; the ship must have

been driven to windward by the wind ; barbarians must have been found
in an island peopled by Greeks and Romans

; the ship must have struck on

* " Nor let a god in person stand display'd.
Unless the lab'riug plot demand his aid."

FRANCIS. Art of Poetry, 275.
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a rock ; and lastly, the apostolic traveller must have been bitten by a

snake in a country where there are none : to sum up all, Meleda is less

known than Malta ; and it bears almost the same name.

What adds to the curiosity of this dissertation is, that the late Jacob

Bryant, in his observations and enquiries relating to various parts of antient

history, (1767) has two dissertations on the wind Euro-clydon, and on St.

Paul's shipwreck ; in both of which he maintains the same opinions by the

same arguments as Giorgi ; while it is understood that the English mytho-

logist never saw the Benedictin's performance, or indeed heard of the

author, before the publication of his own work. This, however, only

proves, that two men of genius and learning may adopt the same mode of

reasoning, and come to similar conclusions, without either borrowing from

the other
;
but be both original.

JOHANNES.

P.S. Since writing the preceding, T have fallen upon a passage in the

works of an Oriental traveller, which militates strongly, but in my humble

judgment not conclusively, against the opinions maintained in my letter.

As the object of this correspondence is rather to elicit truth than to indulge

in scepticism, I hold it unfair to suppress arguments that make against the

side of the question I espouse ; on the contrary, I am so desirous not only

that they should obtain all the weight they are entitled to from their own

force, or the respectability of their authority, but moreover to throw every

possible degree ofJight upon this investigation, that I take leave to subjoin

an extract from Shaw's Travels in the Levant : Vol. II. page 128. (8vo.

Edinburgh, 1808.)

" The Euroclydon* also, which we read of in the history of St, Paul, (Acts

xxvii. 14.) was, in all probability, the same. For it was, as St. Luke describeth

it, aiifMt Tv^wvixwf, a violent or tempestuout wind, bearing away all before it ;

* EfoxXtSw, according to the annotations of Erasmus, 'Vatablus, and others,

is said to be, vox hinc ducta, quod igcnt-:s fluctus ; as if those commentators

understood it to have been, as Phavorinus writes it (in voce Topow) EffoxXeSux,

and, as such, compounded of tt-fvf, (latits, amplus, &c.) and xXoSwx, fluctus.

But rather, if an etymology is required, as we find xXu5 used by the T.XXII,

(Jon. i. 4, 12.) instead of "lyQ, which always denotes tempest, as I conjecture,

properly so called, EugoxXw5o.y
will be the same with the Et/f XS*iy, i. e. an

eastern tempest^ and so far express the very meaning that is affixed to a Levanter

at this time.

f Though Tw?w or Tvp* may sometimes denote a whirlwind, yet it seems in

general to be taken for any violent wind or tempest. According to an observa-

tion of Grotius upon the place, Judteis Hellenists Tvfut est quaiis i-iolentior pro-

cella. Tf /? x*Ti7iSaStif <m/*v Tp xX7i, says Suidas. Anstot. De

Jfundo, c. 4. seems to distinguish it from the Ufnrn? (which he calls a violent

strong u'ind), by not being attended with any fiery meteors. Eav os (vie/*)

VU*?M T), <r?oSfoy St XXw x afyooi, n^rnf [xaXtiw] iac St <*^< *

MrrO**, T?. TiifH, as Olyrapiodorus, in his comment upon the foregoing

passage, instructs u*. is so called, S< TO TWT E 3>* T. r*xt **
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nd, from the circumstances which attended it, appears to have varied vcrj

little, throughout the whole period of it, from the true east point. For after the

ship could not, ro05X^iiv, bear, or in the mariner's term, loofup against it, ver.

15. but they were obliged to let her drive, we cannot conceive, as there are no re-

markable currents iu this part of the sea, aud as the rudder could be of little use,

that it could take any other course, than as the winds alone directed it. Accord-

ingly, in the description of the storm, we find the vessel was first of all wider the

island Clauda, ver. 16. which is a little to the southward of the parallel of that part

of the coast of Crete, from whence it may be supposed to have been driven; then

it was tossed along the bottom of the gulf of Adria, ver. 27. ;
and afterwards bro-

ken to pieces, ver. 41. at Melita, which is a little to the northward of the parallel

above mentioned ;
so that the direction and course of this particular Euroclydon

seems to have been first at E. by N. and afterwards pretty nearly E. by S.

But Grotius*, Cluverf, and others, authorized herein by the Alexandrian

MS. and the Vulgate Latin, are of opinion, that the true reading should be

EejoasxuXwv, Euroaquilo ; a word indeed as little known as Euroclydon, though

perhaps less entitled to be received. For this Euroaquilo, agreeable to the words

of which it is compounded, must have been a wind betwixt the Eurus and the

Aquilo, and consequently would be the same with the Ctecias^. or Kaixaiy ; a

name so frequently taken notice of by the Roman authors, that it appears to have

been adopted into their language. Thus we find Vitruvius (1.
i. c. 6.) describing

the position of the Caecias, without distinguishing it by Greek characters, or

making any apology for the introduction of a foreign name. Pliny likewise

calls the same wind Hellespontias jj,
as blowing from the Hellespont. The Csecias

therefore must have been known very early in the Roman navigation ;
and conse-

quently, even provided the mariners had been Romans, there was no necessity at

this time, and upon such an occasion, for the introduction of Euruaquilo, which

must have been altogether H a new term.

or 3i TO rvvrii* o$o$gut, as we read it in C. a Lapidc. Acts xxvii. 14.

Tupw 7f r' *> fa ctitfku <rpo5f a. n-ycT)' ot x iufoxXvSwn xa>.:nvi. Phavor. in lex.

One of thtse Levanters is beautifully described by Virgil CGeor. ii. ver. 107.) in

the following lines :

Ubi navigiis violentior incidit Eurus,

Nosse, quot lonii veniant ad litwra flucttis.

* Vid. Grot. Annot. in Act. xxvii. 14.

J- Ego amplectendam huic omnino censeo vocem, quam divus Hicronytnui et

ante hunc auclor Vulgatae sacrorura bibliorum v( rsionis, in suisexemplaribus lege-

runt EufoaexvAfciy, Euroaquilo, quod vocabulum ex duabus vocilms, altera Graeca

vr, altera Latina Aquilo, compositum, cum denolat veniuiii, qui inter Aquilo-

nem et Eurura medius spirat, qui recta ab meridional! Greta: latere naviiu infra

Gaudum versus Syrtin abriperc poterat. Cluv. Sicil. Autiq. 1. ii. p. 442.

| Ab oriente solstitiali excitatum, Gnuci Kaixiatf appellant : apud uos sine no.

mine est. Senec. Nat. Quaest. 1. v. c. 16. Eun vero ruedias panes lenent; in ex-

tremis, Caecias et Vulturnus. Vitr. Arch. 1. i. c. 6.

Vid. Plin. Nat. Hist. 1. ii. c. 47.

U Caecias aliqui vocant Hellespontiam. Plin. ibid. Kouxixt, oy E>.AY)<nrrn

fxoi xaXsji. Arist. Meteor. I. ii. c. 6.

1 Caecias media inter Aquilonem et ezortura xquinectialem, ab ortu solstitial!.

Pim. ut supra.
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Besides, as we learn, Acts xxvii. 6. that the ship was of Alexandria, sailing to

Italy, the mariners may well be supposed to have been Grecians, and must there-

lore be too well acquainted with the received and vernacular terms of their occu-

pation, to admit of this Graeco-Latin, or barbarous appellation. For it may h?

veryjuslly objected, that, provided the Euroaquilw had been a name so early

received as this voyage of Si. Paul, it is much that Pliny, A. Gellius, Apuleius,

Isidore, and oilier authors, who wrote expressly upon the names and diversities

of winds*, should not have taken the least notice of this. Whereas, if Eurocly-
don be a term or appellation peculiar to the mariners, denoting one of these strong

Levanters, we are to be the less surprised why St. Luke, who was actually present
in the storm, and may be supposed to have heard the very words, is the only author

who records it. Moreover, when we are told that this tempestuous wind was called

Euroclydon, the expression seems to suppose it not to have been one of the com-

mon winds, such as were entirely denominated from their site and position, but

such an one as received its name from some particular quality and circurustanc*

which over and above attended :t.
"

>^^-^*
MR. EDITOR, W ch, April 18th.

TTT very often happens, tint subjects the most familiar to our observa*

-*-
tion, and therefore little attended to, are found on investigation either

to exhibit proofs of the grandest efforts of the human mind, or to involve in

them circumstances of curious historical research, which, duly considered,

give rise to reflections the most interesting. In proof of this, I might adduce

the well-known story of a shopman, who passed his life in St. Paul's Church-

yard, whhout once having entered the cathedral. The common playing

card*,, which from our childhood we have been in the habit of using without

the most remote idea of their origin, exhibit to us an historical display of the

lirt of painting,as well as the costume of the Court of France, in the time of

Charles VI. for whose amusement they were introduced. But what I have

chiefly in view at present, Mr. Editor, is, to put your naval readers in

possession of a copy of a paper I lately found in one of the numerous

volumes of the Pepys manuscript?, in the library at Magdalen College,

Cambridge, relative to the antiquity of the boatswain's whistle or call ;

which appears to have been a badge of more importance, than your naval

readers are in general aware of.

I remain, your very humble servant,

T. R. M.

Instances of the Sea Whistle, or Calf, worne by the Lords High Admiral of

England, us the Ensigit oft/air Office, and other* of distinction.

25i/i April, 15)3. Anno, 51h Henry VIII.

(Lord Herbert's History of Henry VIII. p. 31.)
"

Sir Edward Howard,

* Vid. Pirn. Nat. Hist. 1. ii. c. 47. Aul. Cell. Noct. Attic. J. :i. c. 22. A^uJ. de

Aliuido. Isid. Orig. 1. xiii. c. 11.

/3s5J. vf)rpa. (Ho!. XX V. 3 r
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Knt. second son of Thomas Howard, Earl of Suiry, Admiral of England,'

having boarded a French galley near Conquct, a little below Brest, in

Brittany, with about 17 English gentlemen ;
his own galley falling off by

some accident, this noble person was left in the hands of his enemies, of

whom there could no other account be given by his own men, than that

when he was past all hope of recovering his galley, he took his whistle from

his neck and threw it into the sea."

27fA September, Anno 9th, Henri/ VIII.

(Hall's Chronicle, p. 65.)
" The Earl of Surry, High Admiral of

England, in a eoat of rich tissue, cut m cloth of silver, on a great courser

richly trapped, and a great whistle of gold, set with stones and pearls,

hanging at a great and massy chain hauldrick-wise ; accompanied with 140

gentlemen richly apparelled on goodly horses, came to Blackhealh, and

there amicably received the Embassadors of France."

10th December, Anno 31, Henry VIII.

(Hall's Chronicle, p. 237.)
" At the turnpike on this side Gravelines,-

was the Lady Anne of Cleves received by the Lord Lisle, Deputy of Calais;

and wit!) the spears and horsemen belonging to the retinue there, all being
fresh and warlike apparelled ; and so marching towards Calais, a mile and

more from the town, met her Grace. The Earl of Southampton, Great

Admiral of England, apparelled in a coat of purple velvet, cut in cloth of

gold, and tyed with great aglets and trefoils of gold, to the number of 40O,

and bauldrick-wise. He wore a chain, at which did hang a whistle of

gold, set with rich stones of great value."

*** We cannot help adding our wish, that an ornament of such anti-

quity should a;ain be worn by officers of high distinction and valour in our

navy : aiid which, perhaps, had it been thought of, would have been

esteemed preferable to a rnedal, as a royal token of their Sovereign's

esteem. Should at any future period, the ideas of. the rate Mr. Pitt be

brought forward, of establishing a NAVAL ORDER OF MEUIT, the Sea Call

might certainly be worn by the Knights, thus created, suspended from

the Collar of their Order.

HYDROGRAPHY.

EGYPT.

GEOGRAPHICAL
position of certain points on the coast of Egypt,

whose right determination is of importance to the more correct con-

figuration of that part of the Mediterranean sea : together with the capita

city, and the nearest pint of the Red Sea
;
no less useful towards the con-

gttuction of a map of that country. The longitude is deduced front
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Greenwich
; and the accuracy of the following statement may be particu-

larly relied upon :

Placet. Latitude JV. Longitudt E.

Alexandria (pharos) 3l
Rasiiid or Rosen (northern minnareh) ...
Dammiatt
.Lesbeh o,
Dibbeh.... >

'"
r 1

Om-faredj. . \
mouth s of Lake Menzaleh \

*

Tannis (isle in the same lake) 31
Boghaz tower. . . . J _ { *,

Bogafeh tower .. J
Dammmt branch of Nile. ...

J J
Kahirah or Cairo (French bservatory) 30
Seoez or Sonez (red sea) -29

13



470 KJITAL STATE PAPIM.

general; who, after having mutually communicated their respective full

powers, have agreed upon the following articles :

ART. I. The several articles contained in the treaty of alliance and >'ih-

sidv signed at Palermo, the 30th March 1808, with the exceiition of the

eighth and eleventh articles of the said treaty, are herein renewed and con-

firmed, and shall he considered as having the same force and validity as if

they were inserted, word for word, in the present convention.

II. His Sicilian Majesty engages t;> augment the number and amount of

bis land and sea forces to the greatest extent that the resources of his oun
dominio s, and the pecuniary succours furnished by his Britaimick Majesty,
*iil altow.

III. For this object his Brkannick Majesty encases to pay, for

the use of his Sicilian .Majesty, an annual subsidy of four hundred thousand

pounds sterling, to commence from the oth April 1809, on which day the

payments of the subsidy stipulated for in the eighth article of the 3Gii

March 1808, arc- finally to ceass and determine. This subsidy of four

hundred thousand pounds sterling is to be considered as annulling all

claims, of every description whatever, for arrears of subsidy previou-ly

granted to his Sicilian Majesty ;
find in order to obviate every difficulty

which has arisen in fixing an equitable course of exchange between London

ond Palermo, it is agreed, that the subsidy shall be paid in twelve monthly

payments (to commence from the 5th April 1809, as herein before stated, )

in sterling money of (!reat Britain, or in foreign specie, (the value of this

latter to be determined by the current price of the aforesaid specie on the

exchange of London) at the option of his Britaimick Majesty, to the Minis-

ter of iiis Sicilian Majesty le.-ident in London, whose receipts shall be

deemed as a sufficient discharge for each monthly payment, of which the

first is to be made on the 5t!i April, as is above stated.

IV. As his Sicilian Majesty proposes to employ the said subsidy for the

nse of hi> land and sea forces, he \\ill regulate the distribution of it in the

proportion that these two services may require, fur the defence of his domi-

nions, and for optra'.ions against the common enemy ;
and every three

months an account shall be rendered to the British government of the

manner in which his Sicilian Majesty shall have employed the subsidies fur-

nished to him by Groat Britain.

V. The present treaty of alliance and of subsidy shall be ratified by the

two high contracting parties, and the ratification thereof shull be ex.

changed in due form at Lonrl m, within the space of four months from the

date of its signature, or sooner, if possible.
'

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, furnished with tl-. full powers
of our respective sovereigns, have signed il.e present treaty, and huve

affixed thereto the seal of our arms.

Done at Palermo, this thirteenth day of May, MDCCl IX.

(I.. S.) AMI1ERST. (L. S.) THOMAS DE SOMtfA.
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SEPARATE ARTICLE.

ttf order to enable his Sicilian Majesty to carry into immediate effect

the engagements contracted on his part by this convention, his Britannick

Majesty consents to give directions for an advance of one hundred thou-

sand pounds being made to his Sicilian Majesty's Minister in London
;

which sum is to be considered as forming part of the subsidy of four hun-

dred thousand pounds sterling agreed to be paid by this convention, for

the year commencing the fifth April 1809. The residue of the sum of

three hundred thousand pounds shall be paid in twelve monthly instal>

ments, as is herein- before stated. It is understood that if any payment
shall have been made on account of the ancient subsidy at Palermo, after

the said day, the amount thereof shall be deducted from the above men-

tioned monthly payments.

The present separate article shall have the same force and validity as if

it ivere inserted, word for word, in the treaty signed this day, &c. &c.

SHIPWRECKS.

Account of the loss of the brig NEW-NDEAVOUU Captain JOZE AXTONY

DE COIL.

brig New Endeavour sailed from Bengal river, on the 6th Decem-

J*.. her 1808, bound for Princeof Wales' Island, in company withH. M.S.

the Culloden, Captain P. B. Pellew.ancl the ship Europa, Captain Cowan.

On the 8th of January, the brig being in tow by the Culloden, and it

blowing very fresh, she strained to such a degree as to occasion her leaking ;

so that she had shortly four feet water in the hold, and could hardly be

kept free with both pumps going, notwithstanding she had the assistance of

a boat's crew from the Admiral; they were under the necessity of throwing

a part of their cargo, consisting of ghee, &c. over board, to lighter, the ves-

se |._ghe continued in tow until the latitude of 5" 20 N. and longitude

95 53 E. when she was cast otT, and experienced strong currents to the

westward, and the next morning saw the coast of Ac.hin: she continued

beating against adverse winds and currents for abou 1
: ten days, and with

great difficulty
made Diamond Point; from this place, having a south eas-

terly breeze, Captain De Coil made an attempt to cross over: but it shortly

after fell calm, and a strong current from the S. E. drove them down oli

Booron, on the coast of Pedier.

On the 14th January, came to an anchor in Boorou road, being m abso-

lute want of water, fire wood, and lamp oil; during the following two dayi

got water on board, but could not procure any fire wood. On the 17th, at

live A. M. mustered all hands to weigh anchor ;
while they were about

rhich, Mrs. Yates, a passenger, observed smoke coming up the after hatch-

way, aud immediately called to the Captain, who was at that time on the
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forecastle, and who on coming aft, took off the scuttle, when the flames Itn-

mediately hurst out; every exertion was made to extinguish them, but with-

out effect; and as every one feared a sudden explosion, from the powder in

the gun-room, they instantly got into the long-boat, and pushed off, without

water, or any thing, save the few clothes they had on
;

at this time the

flames were issuing from the cabin windows.

They hii.1 no sooner reached the shore, than they were surrounded by
Chuleas and Malays, from the town of Booron; and the chief, after having
searched the captain, ordered him to return with him to the vessel, in the

hopes of recovering dollars which they supposed to be on board; the vio-

lence of the flames, however, and the fear of her blowing up, prevented the

boat going alongside, and they returned to the shore, where they found the

passengers, and crew all made prisoners, after having been strijdy searched

for dollars, which they might have spared themselves the trouble of

doing.

About noon they marched, under a strong guard, to the town of Booron,
where they had each a cup of rice served out to them; the long boat had

been taken from them, to prevent their going to the wreck, to save any

thing; the Chuleas and Malays, however, obtained a great quantity of

cloths, a single piece ofwhich they refused to spare to any of their prisoners,

who were almost naked, even to Mrs. Yates, who escaped with only her

shift and a bed gown, although they had been kept the whole of the day
in the sun, and on the scorching sand.

On the 18th Mr. Roach, the chief officer, and some of the people, went

clown towards the wreck, which had driven on shore, in the hope of obtain-

ing some few articles for their subsistence, but they were immediately set

upon by the plunderers, and did not escape without a severe beating; they

continued thus, with only a little rice to support them, during four days,

when the boat was returned to them, which sold for 2-1 dollars, in order to

purchase a few articles for their journey to Tulosumoway, where they ar-

rived, after a march over the sandy beach of upwards of sixty miles, during

which they experienced no relief, except having a few chillies given them,
a:id a handkerchief, which a Malay took off his head and gave to Mrs.

Yates, whose sufferings may be more easily conceived than described.

On their arrival at Tulosumo-.vay, they were conducted into the Fort,

and ushered into the presence of the Queen, who was very particular in

her enquiries, but without; offering tlfcm refreshment, informed them they
would experience every relief from Cap't. John Elliot, who happened, very

fortunately for them, to be at that port, fitting out his vessel; and in which

her inhuman Majesty was not mistaken. With Capt. Elliot they all em-
barked (except an European Portugueze, named Jozca Anthony, who took

service with the King of Achiu) an;i arrived safe at Malacca on the IGth

of March.

We cannot close this account without mentioning the unfeeling conduct

of a man named Rnssun, (formerly a upoy in the service of Mr. 1'rince, of

Tappanooty,) who, though be had saved, very unaccountably, some pieces
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of fioglepor and Chintz, refused to let poor Mrs. Yatcs, although an Euro-

pean woman, considerably advanced in years, and almost naked, have a

piece of either, even on the promise of double the value; nor was the

secunnee Jozea, more humane ; for though he had saved four pair of

shoes, and had a good pair on himself, he suffered her to walk sixty

mile* on the sandy beach, barefoot, sooner than part with a pair on

similar terms !

Mrs. Yates, together with Capt. De Coil, and several of the people ar-

rived at Malacca.

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE.

LIST OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS, OF THE FIRST AND SECOND

RATES, WITH THEIR DIMENSIONS, &c.
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PLATE CCCXXXIX.

the description of Plate XCVT.* the latitude of Malta is given st

35 53' N. longitude 14 28' R. The city of Valetta, the capital of

the island, and which lies on its eastern side, is in latitude 35 53' 41"

N. and longitude 14 30' 46" E. from Greenwich
; according to the Con-

'tioisance des Temps, of 1308, one of the best authorities extant. The sub-

joined bearings and distances will be found serviceable, as their correctness

may be fully relied on :

From Malta, to Cape Passaro, in Sicily, 19 marine leagues, N.N.W. ; Coast of

Albania, 12.5 leagues N.E. ;
Kefalonia Lie, 88 leagues E.N.E. : Rhodes Isle, 2'J3

leagues E. ; limits of Egypt and Barbary on African coast, 250 leagues E.S.E. ;

CapeTeines in Africa, 112 leagues S. by E. ; Sidica in Africa, 90 leagues S.S.E. ;

Tripoli in Barbary, 64 leagues S. : Cape Zerbi, 50 leagues S.W.
; Cape Bon, 51

leagues W.N.W.

Malta, anciently called Iberia, afterwards Ogygia, and by the Greek*

Melite, from which the Saracens formed its present appellation, is, by

many, presumed to be the island of Calypso ; f- and, towards its northern

end, a grotto still bears the name of that princely nymph. The idea,

however, of its being the place of St. Puul's shipwreck, is doubted by the

learned of various countries, and more particularly by Jacob Bryant, who
lean to the opinion, that Meleda, in the Adriatic, was the scene of that

event!J
The most ancient inhabitants of Malta, of whom any account is extant,

were the Phoeacians, who were expelled by the Phoenicians, and they in

their turn by the .Greeks. It was next hoiden under the sovereignty of
[

Battus, an African prince ;
and afterwards, it seems to have been under the

dominion of the Carthaginians, from whom it was taken by the Roman's.
On the decline of the Roman empire, it was first subdued by the Gotln. i

and then by the Saracens, in the year 900, Roger, the Norman Earl of
'

Sicily, took it from the latter, in 1089; and it remained under the same
masters as Sicily, till, in 1530, it was granted by Charles the Vth to the

Knights of St. John of* Jerusalem, after
thejjr had been dispossessed of

Rhodes, and had subsequently wandered from Candia to Civita-Vecchia,

and Vherbo.

* A View of Malta; viJe NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. VIII. pa<:e 121. At pags

513, of Vol. XXI. is a View of Fort Ilicasoli, and the entrance to the harbour of

Valeifa.

f Vide Homer's Odyssey, Pope's translation, Bock VII. v. 326.

" An island lies

Beyond these tracts, and under other kies,

Ogvgm nani'd in Ocean's walery arms;

\Vliore dwells Calypso, dreadlul in her charms'"

$ The vulgar opinion on this head is combated argumeiitalivcly in th letter f

Johtinnes ;
see page 468 of this volume.

^Thif event took place on ChristmnsDay, in the year 1522, under the reiga of



in
saooaa
x 00 33
Ipoaoo





PLATE CCCXXXIX. 481

It may here be remarked, en passant, that the firmest bulwark of Jerusa-

lem, under the sway of the crusaders, was founded on the knights of the

hospital of St. John, and of the temple of Solomon; on the strange asso-

ciation of a monastic and military life, which fanaticism might suggest, but

which policy must approve. William of Tyre* relates the ignoble origin

and early insolence of the hospitalers, who soon deserted their early patron
St. John the Eleemosynary, for the more elevated invocation of St. John the

Baptist. They assumed the profession of arms about the year 1 120. The

hospital was the mother, the temple the affiliated order.f

Such is the primitive history of the last masters of the incomparable mi-

litary station delineated in the annexed plan. The flower of the European

nobility aspired to wear the cross, and to profess the vows of the two orders;

their spirit and discipline were immortal
;
and the successive donation of

twenty-eight thousand estates or
manors,:}: enabled them to support a regu-

lar force of cavalry and infantry for the defence of Palestine. The auste-

rity of the convent soon evaporated in the exercise of arms : the world was

scandalized by the pride, avarice, and corruption of these Christian

soldiers; their claims of immunity and jurisdiction, disturbed the harmony
of the church and state

j and the public peace was endangered by their

jealous emulation. But in their most dissolute period, the knights of the

hospital and temple maintained their fearless and fanatic character; they

neglected to live, but they were prepared to die, in the service of their

faith
;
and the spirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the crusades,

was transplanted by this institution from the sepulchre of Christ to the isle

of Malta. In the early portion of the Abbe Vertot's history, the reader

may amuse himself with a fair, and sometimes flattering, picture of the

order, while it was employed for its primitive purpose, the defence of Pales-

tine. The same author subsequently pursues their emigrations to Rhodes

and Malta.

Soliiuan the lid. surnamed the Magnificent, and the Grand-mastership of Philip

Villers L'isle-adam, a Frenchman. The success of the Turks, on this occasion,

was owing to the treachery of Andrea Amarato, a discontented Portuguese, who

divulged the councils of the order to Soliman. Amarato's treason, however, cost

him his life.

* B. xriii. c. 3, 4, 5.

t See St. Bernard de laude novae militiae templi, composed A. D.I 132 llStf,

in Opp. Tom. i. p. ii. pp. 547 563. edit Mabillon, Veiiet. 1750. The Teutonic

order was founded A.D. 1190, at the siege of Acre. Mosheim, Institut.

pp. 389, 390.

Mathew Paris assigns to the hospitalers 19,000, to the templars 9,000,

maneria ; a word of much higher import in the English than in the French idiom.

Manor is a lordship, manoir a dwelling. Hist, majvr. p. 5-14. Also see Ducange.

$ Histoire des chevaliers de Multhe, par PAbbt de Vertut. The three first books

refer to the state of the order in Palestine ;
the subsequent ones follow it to its

insular establishments.

. |jron. (Hot. XXV. 3 Q
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Malta was blockaded by the Turks, in the year 1,565 ;
and the' old

occupying the scite of Valctta, sustained a siege of several months, in which'

the greater part of it was reduced to dust. The Turkish fleet arrived off the

island on the 18th of May, and the siege was raised, by the Viceroy of

$icily, on the llth of September ; the enemy having sacrificed 24,000 men
in vain. Against the castle on the point (formerly known as the Castle of

St. Hermes) defending the entrance of the harbour, the Turks are said to

have expended 20,000 cannon shot before it fell into their possession.

This siege, the most interesting event in the history of Malta, is perhaps the

most remarkable instance upon record, of what a handful of men, animated

by enthusiasm in fighting for their native soil, may be capable of effecting.

To insert the particulars, would greatly exceed our prescribed limits; but

the.y may be found, very interestingly stated, in BOISGELIN'S History of
Malta.

In 1560, the year after this memorable siege, the building of the new

town, (Cit!a Nuoi'a) or Valetta, was commenced. It derives its name, as

already stated in our description of Plate CCLXX1X. from the Grand

Master, at that period, Frederick John de Valettc.*

From this time, till the Grand Mastership of Rohan, in 1775, the princi-

pal event in the history of Malta, was a conspiracy which was formed by the

slaves, to massacre the Knights, under the Grand Mastership of Pinto.

This conspiracy was fortunately discovered, by a quarrel which occurred

between some of the principal insurgents. The subsequent part of the his-

tory is chiefly remarkable for the effects of the French revolution on the

Order of Malta. By treachery, the island fell into the hands of the

French, under Buonaparte; in June 1798. After the battle of the Nile,

nn English squadron appeared before Malta ; and, having sustained a

blockade of two years, it surrendered to the British arms, on the 5th of

September, ISOO.f Some idea of the difficulties which our naval com-

inanders had to encounter, during this arduous service, may be formed

from a perusal of the following letter from Sir Alexander Ball, to Lord

Nelson, for which we are indebted to CLAKKE and M'AimiL'R's elaborate

life of the latter officer. :-

" MY LORD, " Malta, March 25, 1800.
" When his Sicilian Majesty, through your Lordship's recommendation, and the

solicitation of the inhabitants of Malta, did me (lie honour to appoint me chief of

this island, I was assured that a full compensation would be made to me for any

expense or losses which I might sustain ; I therefore beg. leave to state, as

succinctly as possible, my case, in the hope that, through your Lordship's protec-

tion, I may meet the indemnification which may be deemed just and equitable.
" In October, 1798, your Lordship gave me the command of the squadron

blockading the French ships in Malta. The inhabitants in the country revolted

against the French in the preceding month, whom they were besieging in La

* Vide NAVAL CHRONICLE, Vol. XXI. page 213
; where a general descrip-

tion of the town is given. See also Vol. VIII. page 121.

f Ibid. Vol. IV. page 335, and Vol. VIII. page 123.

i Vide Vol. II. page 487.
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V<lette, and what will appear astonishing, 4000 peasants, with only 2000 mus-

kets, kept in awe 6000 regular troops. I had to co operate with these men, who
had chosen lor their chiefs a priest and an attorney ;

but as they did not receive

any pay, and only a scanty allowance of provisions, they soon began to lose that

energy which had roused them to vengeance; they were splitting into parties, and
the two chiefs opposing each other in every business, which lost them the confi-

dence of the people, who threatened their lives. Anarchy soon ensued : innocent

men were put to death, and money extorted from individuals jn a very unjust
manner. The inhabitants, in the hour of terror and dismay, implored me to

assume an authority, and use my efforts to avert the miseries which awaited

them. As early as January, 1799, I directed the civil and military affairs of the

island
; and the inhabitants were so sensible of its good effects, that they sent

deputies to H. S. Majesty, and to your Lordship, praying that I might be

appointed their chief, which has been graciously complied with. In May, 1799,

I was ordered off the station, in consequence of the French fleet having entered

the Mediterranean; I returned in a fortnight, and was called away a second

lime
; during my absence, the farmers and jjcobins held tumultuous meetings,

and came to St. Antonio, head quarters, in a large body, and declared they would

not pay rent. The affairs of the island were falling into the former anarchy; on

account of which the people desired that an application might be made to ^our

Lordship, to allow me to resume my command in the island. Your Lordship was

j>ieased to direct me to live on shore, and to Jeave the first lieutenant of the

Alexander in charge of the ship, that I might receive llie same advantages from

her as if actually on board : particularly as I am acting on shore in a military, as

well as civil capacity. H. M.S.Alexander was lately in company with your

Lordship's ship, when she made the important and valuable capture of ih?

French Admiral Perri's ship, the Genereux, and a French corvette, and it is now

said that I cannot receive what would be my siiare of prize-money, because 1 am

employed on shore in a civil capacity ; I have, .therefore, to request your Lord-

sjnp's intercession with the Sovereigns who have entered into a treaty respecting

this island, that they may take it into their most gracious consideration. I beg

leave to inclose two letters which I have received from the Congress of this

Island, and the Judges, as they will prove to your Lordship, that my services

here, during a very critical and dangerous period, have gained me the confidence

and attachment of these Islanders. 1 have judged it good policy to live hos-

pitably, and to entertain occasionally the principal inhabitants, which has had the

Jres4 effect j but as this has incurred additional expenses, I shall hope that it will

be duly considered. I have the honour to be, &c.

To tits Right Hon. Lord Kelson, K.B.

Duke of Bronie, <c.

In our XlXth Volume, (page 114) we g*ve an extract from ETON'S

Jetter on the Political relation* of Russia, &c. illustrative of the
import^e

*fMalta.to this country; and the reader will probably be gratified
*< find.
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ing, that a somewhat similar, and equally strong, opinion on the subject,

had previously been entertained by one, whose experience and informa-

tion afforded him the best means ofjudging. Lord Nelson, in a view of the

Mediterranean States (dated Amphion, between Sardinia and Naples, June

28, 1803) which he sent to Mr. Addington, now Lord Sidmouth, thus

notices Malta.

" The Maltese are in the highest spirits, and sincerely hope that they will

now be never separated from England. My opinion of Malta, as a naval station

for watching the French in Toulon, is well known
;
and my present experience of

what will be a three weeks' passage, most fully confirms me in it. The fleet will

never go there, if I can find any other corner : but having said this, I now de-

clare that I consider Malta as a most important outwork to India, that it will even

give us great influence in the Levant, and indeed throughout all the southern

parts of Italy ;
in this view, I hope we shall never give it up. I carried out

orders from Lord Hobarr, that General Vilettes was to hold 2000 men at ray re-

quisition, if they could be spared from the defence of Malta, for the service of

Sicily. The language of General Vilettes was natural,
' the garrison appointed

for Malta is not more than, at the most economical number of men, was judged
sufficient

; however, that he should not hesitate in providing 1200 men and &

corps of artillery, to be under the command of General Oakes, a most excellent

officer, for the service of Messina, whenever I might call for them:' and the

General wished that I should mention this conversation, when I had any opportu-

nity of communicating with ministers."

Among the medals of antient states ^nd cities preserved in the musaeum

of the late Dr. William Hunter, are to be seen the following Grecian coins

of the island ofMelita.*

MEAlTAlilN. Caput muliebre singulariter ornatum ad siniit. Ante, hordei

jpica Deus Mithras cum quatuor alis; sinist. flagellum, ut videtur tenet. (^E.)

Alias, cum capite humane in partem obvenam recusus.

MEAITAIilN. Caput idem. Ante, cad uceus singulars. Typus idem. (/E.)

Caput muliebre velatum ad sin. MEAlTAIflN.

Tripus. Vid. Neuman. tab. it. fig. 13. (^E.)

Caput idem. MEAITAS. Tripus. (J.)

Caput idem ad dextr. MEAITAS. Tripu. Fid. Cener,tab. xlv.fg.3.(JE.)

Capntidem. MEAITAIftN. Lyra. (IE.)

Besides which, is the following one coined under the Roman jurisdic*
lion.

MEAITAIftN. Caput muliebre velatum ad S.

C. ARRVNTANVS. BALB. PRO. PR. Sclla curulii. rid. Pellerin. tab. cir.

fig. 3. Ofc.)

. In taking leave of the citadel of Malta, this seems to be the most appro-

priate place for a curious and valuable record of the sovereign order of

Vide, Nwnrnorum reterum populorum e< urbium, qui in musso Gulielmi Hunter

werwntur, descriftwjiguri* illuttrata, ofcrtttttudio Canli Combt, (Lond. 1782.,/
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St. John of Jerusalem, in its regenerated, or rather degenerated, state as an

appendage to the pomp of an hyperborean court; when its master-ship
was part of the masquerade of a frantic monarch, and the badge of piety
and valour was degraded into a gewgaw of the toilet of his seinF-barbaram
courtiers. The following is an authentic list of the knights of Malta, when
transplanted to St. Petersburgh in 1800; extracted from the port-folio of
a man of letters, to whom the NAVAL CHRONICLE is indebted for the pos-
session, and we believe exclusively, of this singular document:

GRAND MASTER. His Imperial Majesty Paul I. Emperor of all the Russiai.
SACRED COUNCIL. Locum-tenens of the grand-master, Count Soltikoff. (1.)
GRAND-MARSHAL. The Grand-duke successor. [Now reigning Etnperor.]
GRAND-COMMANDER. Mr. d'Obolianinof.

GRAND-HOSFITALEH. Prince Gaggarin.

GRAND-ADMIRAL. Count de Coush6!ef.

GRASD-TURCOPOLIER. The Grand-duke Zezarevitt, Constantine Paulovitz.

GRAND-BAILIFF. Baron de Pffirdt, minister from the Emperor, and grand*
master to the princes of the holy Roman empire.

GRAND-CHANCELLOR. Count de Rostopchin.
GRAND SEWECHAL. Mr. de Narishkin (l.)

VICE-CHANCELLOR. The Commander de la Housssye.
RECEIVER OF THE GRAND-PRIORY OF BOHEMIA. The Bailiff Count de Col-

lovrate, minister from the G. M. to the Court of Vienna.

RECEIVER OF THE GuAND-pRiORV OF GERMANY. The Grand-Bailiff, Baroa
de Piiirdr.

RECEIVER OF THE GRAND-PRIORY 07 BAVARIA. The commander Count d'Arco

minister from tiie G.M. to his most serene electoral Bavaro-palatine highness.

LADIES OF THE GREAT CROSS. The Empress. Their imperial highnesses the

Grand-duchesses Elizabeth Alexicvna. Ann Fodorovna. Alexandra Paulovna,

[Arch-duchess of Austria, Palatine of Hungary.] Helena Paulovna, [hereditary

princess of Mecklinburg-Siiwerin.] Maria Paulovna. Katharine Paulovna.

Ann Paulorna. Maria Alexandrovna. Princess Gagarin. Countess d

Litta. Duchess of Serra-Capriola [wife of Sicilian envoy.] Duchess of Luxem-

burg. Her highness the duchess dowager of Wurlcmberg.

LADIES OF THE LESSER CROSS. Princess of Biron. Emma Lady Hamilton

[now widow of Sir William Hamilton, K.B.]

GRAND PRIORT OF RUSSIA.

GRANB CROSSIS (31.) Their imperial highnesses the grand dukes: Alex-

ander Paulovitz, Zesarevitt Constantine Paulovitz, Nicolas Paulovitz, Michael

Paulovitz. Prince Kourakin (1.) Count Soltikof. Mr. de Golenistchef-

Koutouzof. The Archbishop of St. Petersburg. Prince Lopoukhin. Prince

Italisky, Count Souvorof-Rimnikski. Count Rostopchin. Mr. de Narishkin (1.)

Count Vorontzof. The hereditary prince of Mecklenburg-Sliw6rin. Prince

Charles of Mecl<lenburg-Shwe~rin. Prince Alexander of \Viirteinberg. Mr. de

Becklechef. Mr. de Levachef. Count de Ztpplin. [minister of state in the service

of Wiirtcmberg.] General de Goleuishtchef-KoutouzolF. Prince Gaggarin.

Count Koutaizof. &c. &c. &c.

COMMANDERS 98, of whom the principal are, Fisld -marshal-general Count
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So'tikof. Mr. de Goleniihtchef-Koutouzoff(president of the admiralty). Arch-

bishop of St. Petersburg, Count Sievers .(actual privy-counsellor). General

Couut Voronizof. General Prince Dolgorouki. General Prince Galitzin. Mr.

d'Engelhardt (privy-counsellor). General Count Vender Palilen. General de

Beukendorf. Priuce Lopoukhin (privy-counsellor.) Count Roumaentzof,(privy-

counselior.) Count Kotzoubey (privy-counsellor.) Count Coushelef (vice-pre-

sident of tlie admiralty.) Mr. de Narishkin (grand-marshal of the court.)

Admiral Oushakof. Vice-admiral Makarof. Lieutenant-general Prince Galitzin.

L.-general Prince Volkonskoi. Prince Galitzin (equerry.^ Major-general

P/inc.e Volkonskoi (3.) Prince Dolgorouki (3) aid-de-camp general. M.G.

Prince Galitzin. L.G.Essen. Colonel Prince Cherbatof. Couni Sojtikof (1.)

master of the court. L.G. Prince Dolgorouki. Prince Gaggarin (P.C.) Prince

Cherbatof (P.C-) Prince Galitzin (cliamherlain.) L.G. Duke of Richelieu.

Count Moussin-Poushkin-Bruce (chamberlain.) Mr. de Toiuara (P.C.) [then

Russian envoy at Constantinople.] Major Prince Dolgorouki. General Vaes-

initinof. General Lamb. General Gherman. Colonel Prince Dolgorouki. L.G.

Prince Bagratiou. M. G. Miloradovitz. M. G- Prince Gortciiakof. Prince Gag-

garin, A. D. C. G. Prince de Rohan [colonel in the Austrian service.] General

Rosenberg. Cuptain [Home] Popham, [royal English navy.] Vice-admiral

Poustoshkin. General Povalo-Shreikovski. General Derfelden. L.G. dc

Bauer [author of the military map of Moldavia.] L. G. Moussin-Poushkii;,

&c. &c. &c.

COMMANDERS of Commanderies founded on the revenue of the post-office

1,6. of whom only three, Captains Sorokin, Shostak, and Balla, of the Russian.

navy, are noticeable.

.HONORARY COMMANDERS, with pensions, 79; the only one likely to be known
in England is Captain Count Voinovitz, of the navy.
HONORARY COMMANDERS. 36. Mr. Valoyef (actual privy-counsellor.) Mr.

Donaurof (privy-counsellor) Mr, Dournof (marshal of the court.) Prince

Galitzin. Mr. JCeplouyef (privy-counsellor.) Count Golovkin (grand-master of

the ceremonies.) Counts Theodore Peter and Gabriel Golovkin. Captain Hope

[royal English navy.] Captain Cherbiniu (navy.) Captain Alexander Bail

[royal English navy.] Vic.e-adrairal PJeshtcheyef. Co.unt de Coss6-I'.rissac.

Count Strogonof. Count de Ludojf [Sicilian envoy at Constantinople.] Duke
d'Aumont. Count d'Avarey. Duke of Harcourt [peer of France, deceased.]

Duke of Coigny. Duke of Guiche. Viscount d'Agoult. Count de laXJhutrc,

Viscount de Clermont-Tonr.ere. Baron de la Rochefoucault. Marquis of Jau-

court. Count d'Escars. Prince of Shwartzburg-Roudolstadt. L. G. Ponshtehin

(1.) Prince Tennichef (counsellor of state.) Prince Francis, of Anhalt-

Bernburg-Shaumburg. The rest are little known here.

KNIGUTB OF JUSTICE 89, whose names are little known beyond (he boon*

daries of Russia.

CoMMANDKns in right of families, lit, those of Narishkin, Sheremrtrf,

Yousopof, Strogonoff, SamoHof, and Beloselski, &.c. in number t'O, all of eminent

rani, -but whose individudlnames can little interest the English reader.

CATHO.LJC GRAND PRIORY OF RUSSIA.

GRAND CROSTS. His serene highness the Prince of Conde (grand prior.)

Julius Rrie Count of Tjtta. Archbishop of Thebes. Archbishop of Mohilcf

Louis Count of Cobe.ntzl [Austrian minister, deceased.]
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Antoniu Duke of Scrra-Capriola (Sicilian envoy.] Sigismond de la Tour du Pin,;

Henry de ia Tramblaye. Metropolitan Archbishop of Aiby. King of Franc*

[Louis XVIII.] H.R.H. Philip Louis of Bourbon, Monsieur brother of the king

[Count d'Artois] H.R.H. Louis Antony of Bourbon Duke of Angouleme.
H.S.IL Duke of Bourbon. H.S.H. Duke of Engheiu [put to death by Buo-

napart6.]

COMMANDERS. 21. of whom the principal are Princes, Michael and Andrew,
Radznil. Prince Arlam Czartorinski. Raoul Count de Choiseul. Prince

Henry Lubominski. Marie Francois Chevalier de Ja Tourette. Marcel BJein

di^ Poet and Mr. de Ribas.

KNIGHTS OF JUSTICE. 122. of whom the most known are Pierre de Monclai1
.

Augustus Baron ol" Klinglin. Stephen de Daroas de Crux. William Emanuel

and Annand Charles, Counts of St. Priest. Louis Joseph Count Mailli Marquis
of Nesle. Eugene and Xavier Marquises of Choiseul. Charles Monliuorency
Prince of Luxemburg.
COMMANDERS OF FAMILY, representing the names of Radzivil, Platter, Lopot }

Ilinski, Luboruirski, Sapi6ha, Choiseul-gouffier, and Borch.

CONVENTUAL CHAPLAINS. The abbes Gavazzeni, Lochmann, Benvenute, dei

la Beaume.

HONOR Ah v KNIGHTS 31. Count of St. Priest, Princes Stanislas and Joseph

Poniatovski. Prince Frederic of Hdhenzollern-Hechingen. Duke of Campo-
C'liaro. Baron Frederic Biihler, Count Koutaizof (chamberlain). Count

Reuss (Henry LX1I.) Duke Nicholas, of Serra-Capriola. Count de Lau-

geron, &c;

OFFICERS OF THE ORDERi

'Grand-master of the ceremonies. Count Golovkin.

Waster of the ceremonies. The cbmmander de Maisonneuve.

Auditors. Counts Creptovitz and George Golovkin.

Secretary of the Treasury. The commander de Witry.

Commitsaries of the Chancery. The Chevaliers Monclar and O'Hara.

'Secretary of the Chancery. Chevalier de Monclar.

Secretary ($'
the Order. Abbe Gavazzeni.

OFFICERS OF THE EMPEROR'S COURT AS CHAVD MASTER.

Grand Sini-chal. Mr. de Narishkin (l.)

Grand- Equerry. Count de Koutaizof.

Receiver-general. Count de Tiesenhausen.

High Steward. Mr. de Narishkin (2.)

Steward. Mr. Dournof.

Chamberlain. Count Sheremetef.

Tiquerry, Prince Galitzin.

Falconer. Mr. de Levashef.

Secretaries. Russian; the commander Neplouyeff. Latin and Italian ; AbM

fiavazarni. French ;
Chevalier de Monclar. German; Chevalier d'Engellwrdu

Almoner. Archbishop of St. Petersburg.

Chaplains, Heralds at arms, Credtr.tialist, &c. &c. See-
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

The Natural Defence of an Insular Empire, earnestly retommindtd: vitk

a Ske'ch of a Plan to attach Real Seamen to the Service of their Coiw

try. JBy PHILIP PATTON. $c. 1810.

(Continued from pages 323 327.)

"AVING, in these pages, entered a hearty protest against the manner

in which this worthy officer had been treated by an anonymous
writer in the Quarterly Review, we now proceed to give some extracts

from the work itself. The first is from the Preface, whence we had

previously extracted some short passages.
" To those who are confident of security, in the valour and discipline of

our troops, by whatever numbers they may be assailed, these pages are

useless. And to those who infer perfect safety, from the hitherto uninter-

rupted success of the navy, or are satisfied with its force, with its order,

and with its discipline, nothing will appear more futile than what is here

presented. But if there be men, who see the whole naval force of the

world in actual preparation against these islands, and nothing practicable in

the power of Britain to obstruct that preparation; to such men, something

more than ordinary danger will be apparent. Something proportioned tw

the preparation for attack will be required in the preparation for defence.

Under such circumstances, facts not generally understood, may be success-

fully laid before the inhabitants of islands, who would derive no advantages

from the ravages of their country, nor consolation from the pillage of their

towns.. ........
" The answer of the French Emperor, seated on his throne, to the

deputies of Holland, contains the following words, which indicate, in the

most pointed terms, his firm determination to exert the whole energies of

the power which he possesses in Europe, to attack the maritime force of

England. This information arrived after THE NATURAL DEFENCE OF AN

INSULAR EMPIRE was put to the press, and is here presented to the reader,

to shew that this Tract has been prepared, under an exact view of the

designs of the enemy."

Extract from the French Emperor's speech, taken from the Globe news-

paper, of the 27th of August, 1810.
" The day shall come, when you are to conduct my eagles to the sea*

illustrated by the exploits of your ancestors. Then shall ye shftw your-
selves worthy ofyourselves and of me. From this moment until that period,
all the changes which take place in Europe shall have for their first motive,

the destruction of that tyrannical and irrational system, by which the

English government, unmindful of the pernicious consequences which arise

therefrom to their own country, presume to outlaw commerce and trade,

and subject it to the authority of English licenses."
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(Page 11.)...," If from such circumstances and such measures, the

whole system of discipline has been materially altered, nu language is sum-

ciently strong to convey the necessity of attention to this subject. >\\v

intimations demand new measures. The United States of America have

openly avowed the full protection of all deserters from the British navy, la

>peace as well as in war, they are irrevocably lost to this country; and when
this averment is better known, the baneful effects will be more perceptible.

In laying these statements of a possible diminution of force, even in the

*ame apparent strength, there is no disposition to insinuate any defect in

the zeal, exertions, or courage of the navy. The officers never shewed more

enterprise, nor were they ever supported with greater valour by their crews.

These successful enterprises have inspired all ranks with a confidence

founded on false principles, because this species of success depends

upon defective skill in the enemy, to which they may hereafter apply a

remedy. It is this dreaming dcpendance on fortunate events, which has

drawn forth Lord Melville's* animadversions upon the conduct of the

King'* ministers, in not following up the reports of the Board of Revision.

These animadversions stand upon a sound foundation, as they shew the

negligence ami reliance of two different parties upon adventitious success,

which might be pardoned in the multitude, but is reprehensible in the

highest degree in that class of men, whose duty it is to view, with a dis-

cerning rnind, die whole state of die defence, in die present alarming pos-
ture of Europe.

"
It is singularly unfortunate, that in the reports made by the different

commissioners for inquiry, or revision, that they are generally so volumi-

nous, or so prolix, that scarcely any man has the courage to undertake their

examination. In many cases, these boards seem to be looking about for

matter to continue their labours, rather than presenting to their superiors

.any distinct object for amendment. The clearest proof of this inclination

to compose voluminous reports, is evident in many of those papers; nor is

their effect less evident in rendering their labours abortive. This
inofiicacy

may at last suggest a mode, by which reports may become more useful

than they can be, under the present rage for prolixity; which must destroy

the force of what is intended for the perusal of men, whose whole time u

occupied in framing speeches, or in the common duties of their offices

This letter + from Viscount Melville to the Earl of Aberdeen, respecting

the civil service of the navy, is here interesting, as it elucidates two points

to which the contents of these pages refer; namely, the necessity of pro-

fessional skill in examining the situation and contents of dock-yards, and

placing, in a practical method of distribution, all the stores, provisions, and

Artillery of ships of war, which are the objects most distinct from the busi-

* It is impossible to pass the name of this great nobleman, so recently lost to

liis country, without paying it our humble respect. His lordship was the btt

friend the British navy ever enjoyed. EDITOR.

f See Vol. XXIII. page 491.

<pron dol. XXV. 3 a,
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ness of a seaman.* If this land portion of naral affairs requires the

guiding hand of sea officers, how much more pressing the necessity of

maritime knowledge, when it is to equip, to arm, and to direct the motions

of a complicated machine in the water; together with the numbers, the

qualities, and the discipline of men, necessarily employed at a distance

from, and beyond the reach of the power of any government

.

" The sequel is intended to shew, in a more distinct point of view, the

necessity of practical seamanship hem;; made responsible for the direction

of the British navy. .And at this period, calling the attention of the pub-
lic to this subject, may be justified, without imputing the motives either to

private views, or to an unwarrantable predilection for the naval service."

* * *

Admiral Patton begins his second section, On the Importance of the

direction of Naval Affuirs to art Insular Empire, with the following admi-

rable axiom -.

" The importance of a trust committed to any single person,

is in proportion to the benefit or injury the public may receive in the

execution of the duties of that office." And then, after many very per-

tinent remarks, deduced from the subject of this section, he proceeds to

observe, (page 21) "That statesmen decry, or depress naval skill, as an

unnecessary accomplishment; and they give no encouragement to those

xvho employ themselves in studies, which set them at a greater distance

from participating in what attracts the universal attention of a whole

people. Men will not apply to studies, which are neither to be regarded

nor rewarded; and this penuriousness of ministers, is not the effect of u

desire to save the public from expense, but a desire to depress the skill

which depresses their pursuits, and operates in the same insensible manner

that envy seizes upon the human mind. The motive is ambition, the effect

is depression. This odious passion is so harassing, that no man owns
it;

no man will admit that it inhabits his breast: the progress is insensible,

and gains admittance without our knowledge, because it is difficult to dis-

tinguish a desire to excel, from a desire to depre?s: here they cannot

excel, they must depress. Time, custom, power, and want of knowledge
of the subject, sanctify the assumption of the direction of naval affairs,

which nre of inferior, or no consequence to any ftatee, but such as depend

essential'y upwn sea force. ....
" Before the advantages to be derived from seamanship are explained,

a proper discrimination of character by those who are to select superior

officers, may assist in impressing upon the mind the importance of mari-

time skill. In all professions, distinctive character is better understood

among the individuals who compose that profession, than it is among other

men. This knowledge includes general, as well as professional character.

Thus a clergyman, a lawyer, a physician is better known among his brta

thrcn, than in the world. This knowledge of distinctive features in

characters, is equally apparent in the army and in the navy; and it i?

* Of the five commissioners composing the board of revision, three were sea

officers.
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touch more important in these professions, because upon a proper selection
the

safety of the public may depend. Among the higher ranks in the la.ul
and in the sea furce, a real character is always well known

; although it

be
frequently mistaken by statesmen, and sometimes concealed by those,

*here envy or jealousy is excited, and prompts then, to depress those
tvhom they cannot equal in knowledge or conduct..... ....

' These distinctive marks of character are generally known among the

higher ranks in the army and navy, because there is a constant natural coursa
of inquiry pervades those services, in whatever may lead to distinction or to

depression: and professional skill and diligence cannot be concealed from
those, who wish to discern character among their equals in the same pur-
suits. If statesmen were in possession of such knowledge, ue should not
see them uniformly mistaking that jlulleru or impudence of u/tich they are

dupes, for professional talents. This error is conspicuous in conducting
the land force, but the peculiar situation of sea officers makes their cha-
racters still better known to each other, than in the army. Sea officers

are shut up together in ships, even for years; they are excluded from the
rest of the world, and in consequence are better known to each other; and

they have a complicated machine to manage, the structure and conduct of
which is a most material part of their duty. Jf men utterly uninformed

upon a point so essential, shall presume to point out the officers who are

to command fleets, and act for the government upon foreign stations;
what is to be expected but the most shocking blunders, involving the cha-

racter, and even the existence of the nation? Parliamentary influence, in

all appointments, is too obvious, and too trite a subject, to require any
.notice heie, thtse pages being destined to prove to the public, the necesm

sity of maritime knowledge in conducting maritime affairs. ........

(Page 32.)
" This short statement of the value of professional skill in

a part so material, may be endured, to demonstrate the necessity of prac-
tical attention to so essential a part of the naval service, in those who are

to exercise their judgment, and give final directions for the construction

of ships. The following facts and observations will serve to explain the

astonishing uncertainty which attaches to the models (f ships; upon which

nothing decisive has yet been determined. And, if the supreme naval

authority does not interfere to prevent it, the most capricious fancies may
ie exercised by shipwrights,* to the certain capture of the ships by an

enemy, who has cultivated this species of knowledge with superior skill;

and in so judicious a manner, as to gire his ships better qualities for

speed, for carrying their guns, or for stability.

Great differences of opinion hnve existed in different countries as to tht

forms ibr ships of war, and these opinions are so various, that they t con-

* Admiral Patton seems, in this passage, to have forgotten, that our master

shipwrights have nothing to do with the form and proportion* of our ship*,

winch are entirely regulated by draught, sent down from the nav> board.

f Since the publication or' this treatise, ne have Lrard of sbip fcavinjf t**

directed to be built with circular
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tinuc to exist in the same country, even at this moment. This ttercf of

uncertainty, on a point so material, establishes a fact not perfectly under-

stood, namely, that no theories, nor dcmonstratl'm* (t'lduceJ from theories,

can ascerUdn the best model*for ships nfvar. NotwHhstenHi ijj;
this truth,

no decisive experiments have been made on simple bodies, in any country,

so as to ascertain any determinate proportions or shapes, to afford data to

assign undeviating rules in natal architecture. The tedious and expensive

remedies lor such uncertainty, can only be found- in the government,

because those data do not concern trading vessels, and can only become

beneficial to the state. The necessity of certain data from experiment^,

appears from the errors into which the very best authors on naval archi-

tecture hnve fallen; which have been di-.covered since they wrote, from-

practical experience: and to ;_'ive a distinct view of the knowledge required,

a few objects may be considered, which are, no doubt, obvious, but which

Jrave not always been rerari!ed as a necessary qualification Co a sea o&r. :.

The first of these objects is the diiit-rer.ee in the shape of the bottoms of

the different rates of ships: particularly those of three decks, of two decks,,

and of one deck. It is evident, thai the, greater the weiht to be sustained

upon the water, within a certain compass of surface, the more capacious
must be the shape;- and in proportion as die weight is diminished, the body

of the vessel requires less capacity, is regulated liccorduig to the weight the-

ship is to support. The hirpest ships, or rather those which carry f.he

greatest number of pins within a certain space, have the most capacious-

form under water; but there have been many different modes of forming
the bottoms. Experience is litre the only certain guide. There fore-

man time knowledge consists in attention to what experience has taught

upon this subject: but before any true knowledge can ho ucvjuMTd, the

bottoms of different ships n.;.^ ! i-:-.:miinf d, and theirqunlities ascertained;

The differences of capacity is [are] most easily discernible in the .-nape oF
the middle of the ship called themidship-tYanie. A circle is . capa-
cious form possible within the same extent; but a segment of a circla

may not be the most proper form for a midship-frame. The qualities of

ships which have circular or round bottoms, therefore, become matter for

consideration. Some ships incline ta obtuse anlis at different parts of

their bottoms; those i.nglns are at the ends of the lowest or tlO'T-timbeis

and sucfi bottoms approach to ^tiai^ht liijes to the end of the futt-honks,
or the- next to the floor-timbers which end ai the top, or upper w ork tim-

bers. Some ships incrca.-e in i:.readth, only to or i:ear the load usuu- line,

or line at which tlie ship sv.img \vl.i-u ioutku
1

, anJ fontiaue the sam
breadth to the fills, or lower part of the lower dec!; ports. Others, nL'ai;.),

conLiinie increasjiii; in breadth to thi.se
p!>rts, and even higher. Nor is tl'ft

situation of the broadest jntrt ot' the ship tlcteruiiiifd; it is soinetiii.es

nearest the head, and sometimes nearest the stern. There ;-. in> to have

been no rules foimed on any of these material points; for neither r.h<

increase of lireadth. nor the exttni of that breadth, nor the situation of
tiie broadest part, are fixed upon for any class of ships. The deviation

trora a cijuuiar hupe in tht Lytium, is also a material cuusiuenitioiv
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because it may affect the stability, the rate of sailing, and other essential

qualities. The floors, or lowest timbers of ships, are so
differently placed

by ship-builders, as to deserve attention
; some are laid quite horizontal

whilst others are raised on each side of the keel, so as to form an angle of

forty-five degrees with a vertical line, and every intermediate rising has

been practised. Some ships have wide floors, or long floor timbers, others

narrow; some continue those timbers without inclining them to anles,
to form the run to a great extent towards the head, or the stern and
others form the run of the bottom almost immediately from the middle of
the ship.
" These are but a very few of the material points upon which ship-

builders differ in opinion upon the form of ships of the same class and
even in which the same builder differs from himself, because he has no

rule, and is determined by information, or by caprice. But attentive

seamen know, that the circumstances mentioned essentially affect the
rate of sailing, the capability of carrying weight, the resistance to a lee-

ward ly motion, the stability against rolling, or pitching, and carrvin" a

proper sail. These effects of the shape have been the subject of specu-
lation, but nothing has been done by actual experiment, nor even by accu-

rate recorded trials, upon the qualities of the King's ships in Britain.
" These general ideas of- the shape of the bottoms of ships of war,

might properly be succeeded by some view of the duty of a directing chief,

in whatever relates to the contents of this floating body. In a due con-

ception of this would be included the whole stowage of the hold, so

necessary to the preservation of the ship.- This comprehends the proper

position of the centre of gravity, which placed high, disables the ship from

carrying sail; and, placed too low, tends to a dangerously quick motion;
and the moving, or mela-centro which depends on the shape of the bottom,
and at which point the masts are most liable to be broken, or carried

away. The places and height of the masts of ships, would likewise have

keen subject of consideration; nor would the length and diameter of the

yards, or the cut of the sails, escape the notice of the person who aspires

to direct the management of these floating bulwarks of his country

(Page 48.).." It is natural for men, unacquainted with naval affairs, t

inquire into the advantages which have arisen from sea officers having;

been placed at the head of that department which manages the sea force :

for if those advantages are nut evident, they may be apt to reject the

Arguments, which have been adduced J'or placing practical knowleHgt in

possession of mai ititne direct inn. Before any detailed statement of the

services perfumed by sea-officers at the head jf the admiralty, it may be

proper to observe, that during uar, no sea officer h-is presided at that

board, jor a sufficient length of time to ttcc^mpliah any material p'.an uf

improvement since the vdmtmktrtUion of Lord Anson; whose judicious

discipline, and whose discerning selection of scu officers for eraplaymMtt,

are will known, to all those who have turned their attention -to naval

subjects.
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During every period of tranquility, a most injurious parsimony always

interfered and obstructed all improvements of the navy. No admiralty

can move a step in strengthening, or ameliorating the sea force, without

the concurrence of the finance minister, whose general propensities have

been 'already described. Every motion for improvement must, therefore,

depend upon his assent to the measures. In this country, power depends

upon parliamentary influence. No sea officer presiding at the admiralty,

lias, for many years past, been possessed of that influence, but in a very

limited degree. From hence hath arisen a continual obstruction to unre-

strained action In considering the subject, under a general point of

view, it nmy be said, that sea officers have presided at tlrat board, as a

temporary honour conferred for important services performed at sea,

rather than as men possessing the confidence of the administrations under

which they acted. Under such circumstances, they never possessed the

same degree of power attached to landmen, who had the influence required

to obtain the concurrence of the person who held the purse strings of

the state.

u To place these facts more folly in the possession of the reader, a

short view of the time each sea officer presided at the admiralty, with a

few circumstances under which they acted, are annexed. Tins statement

includes about sixty years, which comprehends the most interesting epoch

of the British naval annals. If the requisite degree of attention to the

navy he bestowed in proper time, the nation will not be caught as it was in

the year 1780, when a fleet of the enemy's line of battle-ships appeared

in the Channel, amounting to 66 sail
;
when Britain could at that time

only present 36 ships of the line to oppose them. This happened after the

Earl of Sandwicli had presided at the board of admiralty about nine- years

and a half. His lordship having come to that board on the 12th of

January, 1771, and uninterroptedly continued there until the 30th of

JVIarch, 1782. These nine years and a half were sufficient to have built

and equipped any number of ships necessary to repel the enemy ;
which

certainly would have been done, had there been a; proper degree of dis-

cernment or foresight in the councils of this country, respecting the im-

portance of which a sea force is to insular dominions. Xo parliamentary

censure, no marked disapprobation of the public, followed this strange
dereliction of the most important ui;ty which can fall to the tot of HICIJ,

who are to protect these islands."

We shall conclude our notice of this work, which will be much read by
naral men, with extracting frum Admiral Pat ton's table of the time each

ta oliicer presided .it the admiralty since 1731, Hie circuvixltnices inider

vhich tfity cunif to tke admiralty, wilh the uutl>or'> remarks on their cw
dmt <is nuial iiiinislers.

(1.)
" Lord Anson, having displayed great perseverance and skilful

management in his expedition round the world, and having acquired a fon-

taut-, became attached to Lord llardwick, the chancellor; and married his

U.ju^htcr, and wu, consequently, supported by hi* weight und u>flueue.
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Lord Arson's administration, the most important imprpvcments
took place in tlie navy. The seamen's pay was secured to them. Great
improvements were made on the instructions, on the hospitals, on th

victualling, and indeed on every branch of the service. To which may be

added, the tost judicious selection of officers, and a highly improved
discipline.

(2.)
" Admiral Sir C. Saunders came to the board, as an honour for his

eminent services at sea. Sir Charles was not in office a sufficient time to

to any material service to the navy.

(fl.)
" Admiral Lord Hawke, honoured for his important services, by

presiding at the admiralty; bnt having no political influence, he became
subservient to the finance minister, and consequently restrained in all hi

fictions. Lord Hawke presided only in profound peace, and was so much
under the controul and direction of the finance minister, as to be unable
to ameliorate the service in any important point. But he resisted attempts
which were proposed to injure the navy.

(4.)
"

Popular favour raised Lord Keppel to the admiralty; but political

convulsions, duringhis administration, impeded eyery attempt to ameliorate

the sea force. Lord Keppel was brought to the admiralty during political

convulsions. He had both the desire and the ability to improve the navy,
but was impeded by the fluctuating state of the administrations with which

}ie acted.

(5-)
" Eminent services at sea raised Earl Howe to the admiralty; at

the same time the poverty of the family depressed all political influence.

Lord Howe dedicated his time to the service, made several improvements
on instructions and on signals, which were carried into effect, and estab-

lished in the navy, when Tie presided at the admiralty.

(6.)
" The services of Lord St. Vincent raised him to the board; and he

was, like his naval predecessor, destitute cf political influence. Lord St.

Vincent was assiduous in his endeavours to discover errors; but his

administration is too recent, to admit a full discussion.

(7.)
" Services in the civil line of the navy, and accidental circum-

stances, brought Lord Barham to the admiralty, without any political

influence. Lord Barbara shewed knowledge in what regarded the civil

branches, but his management was curtailed by a change of adminis-

tration, and is too recent to be related."

PLATE CCCXL.

the Frontispiece to this Volume.

DESCRIPTION of the monument to the memory of the late Admiral

Lord NeUon, which has been erected in the Guildhall of the city of

London, and of which this plate presents the design, will be found,

together with its, inscription, from the j>en of Mr. Sheridan, at page 383.

A
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The heart's remote recesses to explore,

And touch its springs, when Prose avail'd no more.

FALCONER.

ODE
BY CYRUS REDDING.

O navis, referent in mare te novi

Fluctus : quid agis! fortiter occupa

Portum : IIoR.

CAST
forth on life's tempestuous sea,

With reason's chart to guide his way,
Lo ! man his course pursues;

Though low'ring storms o'erwhdm his bark,

And o'er his prow the billows dark

Obstruct his brightest views.

Still safely steering many a year,

Though rocks and quicksands oft appear,

And thwarting winds molest;

Now, high he mounts and sails along,

Now low, he sweeps on current strong

Toward the port of rest.

Yet, some scarce launched on the deep,

Beneath the faithless ocean sleep,

Its storms and dangers o'er;

And some a longer period prove,
Till fell disease or hopeless love,

Shall dash them on the shore.

Some still more wretched, tempest driven,

No stars are seen, no light of heaven,
Their shattcr'd bark to guide;

Reason's fair chart defac'd and lost,

Their vessel torn, by whirlwinds tost,

Sinks in the foaming tide.

O gracious heaven ! all wise and good,
Grant me, as o'er life's angry flood

With varying course I steer,

When shoals are thick and storms arise,

"When tempests mingle earth and skies,

Thy guidance safe and clear.
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That star shall point me o'er the wave,
A faithful compass to. the grave-,

Where all arrive at .last ;

Thankful and grateful for the boon,

lU'sign'd, should it be late or soon,

Whfip e'er the voyage is past.

Having inserted (page Gl) a celebrated passage from Virgil, with Pitt's

translation of the same verses, by Dryden. The comparison will afford an'

agreeable amusement to the poetical reader.

A-HEAD of all -the master pilot steers;

And as he leads the following navy veers.

The steeds of night had travelled half the sky;
The drowsy rowers -on their benches lie;

When the soft god of sleep with easy flight.

Descends and draws behind a trail of light.

Thou, Paliuurus! art his destin'd prey;
To thee alone he takes his fatal way.
Dire dreams to thcc, and iron sleep he bears;

And lighting on thy prow the form of Phorbas wears.

Then thus the traitor god began his tale:

" The winds, rny friend, inspire a pleasing gale;

The ships without thy care securely sail,

Now steal an hour of sweet repose, and I

Will take the rudder, and thy room supply."

To whom the yawning pilot half asleep :

" ]Ne dost thou bid to trust the -treach'rous deep,

The harlot-smiles of her dissembling face,

And to her faith commit the Trojan race?

Shall I believe the Siren south again,

And oft betray'd not know the monster main?
1'

He said : his fasten'd hands the rudder keep ;

And fix'd on heav'n his eyes repel invading bleep.

The god was wroth and at his temples threw

A branch in Lethe dip'd and drunk with Stygian dew:

The pilot vanquished by the power divine,

Soon clos'd his swimming eyes and lay supine.

Scarce were his limbs extended at their length;

The god insulting with superior strength,

Fell heavy on him, plung'd him in the sea,

And with the stern the rudder tore away.

Headlong he fell, and struggling in the main,

Cry'd out for helping hands, but cry'd in vain.

ei&ron. ftol. XXV. 3 s
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The victor dsmon mounts obscure in air;

While the ship sails without the pilot's care.

On Neptune's faith the floating fleet relies:

But what the man forsook the god supplies;

And o'er the dangerous deep secure the navy flies;

Glides by the Siren's cliffs a shelfy coast,

Long infamous for ships and sailors lost,

And white with bones. Th' impetuous ocean roars,

And rocks rebellow from the sounding shores.

The watchful hero felt the knocks, and found

The tossing vessel sail'd n shoaly ground.

Sure of his pilot's loss, he takes himself

The helm, and steers aloof and shuns the shelf.

Inly he griev'd and groaning from the breast,

Deplor'd his death, and thus his pain express'd :

" For faith repos'd on seas and on the flatt'ring sky,

Thy naked corpse is doom'd on sho'res unknown to lie.

COURT OF KING'S BENCH, JUNE 15, 18H.

MR.
BURROUGHS moved for a rule to shew cause why a criminal

information should not be filed against Paul Lawless, commander
of II.M.S. Hauteur, for an outrageous insult and assault towards the Rev.

Mr. Cuthbert, a magistrate of Portsmouth.

The facts of the case alleged in the affidavit, in support of the motion,
were as follow : On the 23d of May last, the lieutenant of the Hauteur

made application to Mr. Cuthbert for a warrant to search a house where

he supposed some of the seamen belonging to his vessel were concealed by
a crimp. Mr. C. informed him, that such a warrant could not be lawfully

issued, unless he was sure the men were concealed there, but referred him

tQ a constable, named Deverenx, who would accotppany him to the hou-e,

and make inquiries about the seamen. In about half an hour afterwards,

the lieutenant returned to Mr. C. in company with Captain Lawless, and

the latter demanded, in very peremptory terms, that a warrant should be

immediately issued, and declared, that if his application was not granted,

be would go and break open the house himself. Mr. C. acquainted him

that if he did so, it would be at his own risk, and thnt an action would lie

aainst him; observing, at the same time, that he had done all he could,

within his power, to recover the men. Captain L. became very violent,

and told Mr. C. that it was his duty to go himself, in person, and demand

the house to be opened. Mr C. told him that he had done all he could for

him ;
that he had referred him to the constable, and if he wished for more

effective measures, he must apply to the port admiral. Mr. L. thtn raided
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his voice in a commanding tone, and said,
"
Then, Sir, you will not grant

me a warrant ?
"

Upon Mr. C. refusing again, he continued,
"

then, by
G d, Sir, I will make you ;

" and at the same time, putting his right hand

upon his dirk, he held his left fist in a threatening manner in his face.

Mr. C. cautioned him to be careful in what he was about to do, and that

he must take the consequences if he attempted any violence
; reminding

him, at the same time, that he was addressing himself to a magistrate.
This altercation took place a few paces from Mr. C.'s door; and on his

retiring to the threshold, with a view of going into his house, he was fol-

lowed by Mr. L. who continued,
" You d d dirty scoundrel, if you dare

to shut the door upon me, I will wring the nose off your face," and imme-

diately forced himself into the passage. Mr. C. insisted upon his immedi-

ately leaving the house ; instead of which, Mr. L. seized him by ihe nose,

and pinched him violently, adding thereto, the most abusive language. He
then left the house, followed at some distance by Mr. C. with the inten-

tion of having him apprehended for his outrageous conduct. He had not

walked manv paces, when Mr. L. turned round upon him, and in a very

threatening and insulting manner, said,
" You d d scoundrel, I have

pulled you by the nose
; you may take notice of it as you like, aud take

what satisfaction you please."

Mr. C. in his affidavit, declared most positively, that he had not given

Captain L. the slightest offence or provocation, but acknowledged that he

had retorted upon him the epithet,
"

dirty scoundrel."

Lord ELLENBOROUGH. Take a rule to shew cause.

HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY, DOCTORS' COMMONS,
OCTOBER 23, 1810.

SVANON, Dirk, master. This vessel, under Danish colours, laden with

barley, &c. was hound from Copenhagen to Christiansand when captured :

ship and cargo condemned.

DE GOEDE HOOP, De Boer, master. This was a similar case
;
the ves-

sel was captured whilst bound from Dorf to Embden : ship and cargo con-

demned.

HAABET, Giordeson, master. This vessel, under Danish colours, laden

with malt, rye, c. bound from Horsens, in Jutland, to Leith, was cap-

tured by the Rose sloop, and brought to Yarmouth : condemned.

RETRIEVE, Powers, master. This was a question of salvage, on the

ground of re-capture: the Court suspended its judgment until a report was

made of the value of the property rescued.

CHARLOTTE SOPHIA, Prucknow, ,):a-ter. This vessel, under Swedish
.

colour,, laden with potash, oil, &c. was captured on a voyage from St. Pe-

tersburgh to Coksburgh : condemned.

SOPHIA, Koster, master.! bis vessel was under Russian colours, laden

-with flax, hemp, &c. h-jund from St. Petersburg^ to Baltimore ; the Court

directed the attendance of Trinity Masters,
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IlERcrT.ns, Lyth, master. This was a Swedish vessel, bound to Rostock:

sentence suspended.

CATHAIUNA AUGUSTA, Spunger, master. This vessel was under Swedish

colours, and laden with bar iron and tar : condemned.

WAXDRINGSMAXNFN, Patilsen, master. This Swedish vessel was laden

with rye, barley, &c. : condemned.'

DE DRIE GEBROF.DERS, Klerk, master. AitN SOPHIA, Classen, master.

MERCUERS, Ryonders, master. ZEEMEEMEN, Jacobs, mastep, and two

ether vessels, \vere also condemned.

OCTOBER 24.

FRAN MAGDAtEXAj Hansen, master. This vessel, under Danish colours,

laden with hemp, &c. was bound from St. Petersburgh to Neustadt : con-

demned.

REGIXA DOROTHEA, Weigle, master.* This vessel sailed under Prussian

colours, with pot-ash, &c. and was going from Dantzicli to Wismar :

condemned.

JUNGE LAURA, Burch, master. This vessel, under Prussian colours,

had also pot-ash on board, and was proceeding to Coleburgh : condemned',

WASSER HUNDT. Burch, master ; and ELIZA, Warther, master. These

vessels, under Danish colours, laden with collee, &c. were bound from Kiel

to Wismar : condemned;

ST. NIEL, Gollschalk, master. This vesser was under Russian colours,

laden with pot-ash, &c. : further proof, and the attendance of Trinity

Masters directed.

MARIA, Waack, master. This vessel, under Mecklcnburgh colours,

with barley, &c. was on a voyage from Wismar to Stockholm : condemned.

NEPTUKOS, Bergman, master. This Swedish vessel was laden with rye

and cheese, from Wismar to Stockholm : condemned.

GUTE VEERSUCH, Ricmana, master. This vessel was under Hamburgh
colours, laden with cotton : condemned.

ANNA MARIA, Gunther, master. Thia vessel was under Meeklenburgb,

colours, laden with cotton : condemned.

ILSABE CATHARIXA, Muass, master
; and HOFFNUXG, Balrus, master.

These vessels were under Mecklenburgh colours, with cottoa and indigo :

condemned.

GAMLA LODESO, Silivins, master. This vessel was unter Swedish

colours, with iron, &c. on board : restored, subject to captors' expenses.

DIE HoFfNUNG, Voss, master : condemned.

JONGE CATHARIXA, , master. This vessel was under Papeuburgh
Colours, with salt liili : condemned.

DELIGENTIA, Maarbuys, master. This vessel was under Papenburgh
colours, with deals and firewood, from Norway to Calais : ship and cargo

restored, subject to payment of salvage.

HoiTXt;.\G, Plnng, master. This vessel was under Papenburgh colours,

with salted cod-fisii : condemned.
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JUNE 13, 1811.

TROW CORNELIA, Dykstra, Master. This was a Dutch ship laden
with brandy and other articles, which was captured in the summer of 1809,
coming from France to this country.
A Mr. Corlass, a brandy-merchant of Yorkshire, swore that his house

was in the habit of arranging speculations for the importation of brand v,

with others in that part of the country, and that he usually took us muck
as all the oth-er hotises together; that in the beginning of the year 180!.;, lie

agreed with twelve or thirteen other houses to import a cargo from France*
that the others gave certain specific orders (amounting to 246' puncheons in

all, (and that he, in addition thereto, ordered enough to fill up the remain-

der efu vessel ; that lie engaged a neutral vessel called the Goede Verwag-

tiing for that purpose, and directed a Mr. Hodgson, of London, (through
whom the orders for the brandy were given) to procure a license from the

council office for the importation.

It appeared that Hodgson, who was the mutual agent of Corlass, and of

a French house at Cognac, procured a license to this effect in August,

1808; but various difficulties arising to prevent the shipment by the Goede

Verwagtuiig, or any neutral vessel, this license expired ; and in December,

1808, he applied for another, to import these same brandies in a vessel

under anyflag* The council, unwilling to grant this facility to hostile navi-

gation without very forcible reasons, directed Mr. Hodgson to undergo an

examination, to which he submitted, and produced various documents to

show that the brandies, for which he solicited the license, had been ordered

in March, April, and May, 1808, purchased in June, and subsequently

paid for; so that they were then actually British property lying at Ch.irente,

in France; and that they amounted to '262 puncheons. Upon this represen-

tation, the license was granted for the importation of a cargo from Charcnte

exclusively.

It further appeared, that a Dutch-ship, the Johannes Van Lallen, sailed

from Charcnte in June, 1809, find arrived safe at Hull, laden with 289

puncheons of brandy, a-nd having on board this license, in original.

A few days, however, before the Johannes put to sea, tbe Vrow Cornelia

sailed from Bordeuu.r, with 00 puncheons of brandy, besides wine, cork

&c. and on board her WHS put a coj y of this same license, falsely indorsed,

as from Charente. On her voyage she was captured, and formed the sub-

ject of the present proceedings.

The captors strongly urged, that this doublo use of the license was a

fraud on the council, who issued it to protect 262 puncheons only ; that a

license to come from one port could not authorize sailing from another;

that a protection for one hostile ship, nd one cargo of hostile produce,

could not cover two ships and two cargoes of a similar character; and,

lastly, that as it was specially granted for British property, it could only

operate on what was specifically ordered by the British houses, and paid fir

before capture.

The claimants excused the sending the brandy in two ships from differ,

ent ports, on the plea of necessity, in consequence of French embur

&t:. and Mr. Corlass swore, that the re hale. 5Q9 puncheon*, zthick com itutcd
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the two cargoes, were purchased under the original orders. These orders,

however, were not produced, nor any other corroboration of a purchase to

this extent, except an affidavit in English, said to be made by the French

shippers before the Mayor ofCognac. This document the captors treated

as a forgery, pointing out the want of those water-marks and stamps, which

it must have had, if genuine; and they stated as a known fact, that an indi-

vidual in London had accumulated a large fortune by fabricating papers of

this description.

They also undertook to shew, that the Goede Verwagtung could carry n*

more than 260 or 270 puncheons, and consequently, if Mr. Corlass only or-

dered 246 puncheons, and enough to fill up the remainder of a vessel, and

sent this vessel to receive it, he could not then mean to purchase 589 pun-

cheons, nor could the French house justly compel him to take any tiling

like that quantity, in virtue of an order given in such terms. It was evi-

dently, therefore, a subsequent speculation (probably by the French house)

with a view to a double use of the license, in fraud of the conditions on

which it was granted.

This cause, as affording an insight into the curious manoeuvres of the

license trade, seemed to excite very general attention. The sentence was

affirmed.

JUNE 17.

Sir W. Scott gave judgment in favour of the captors of the Fox, and 17

other American ships, which have been detained by our crui/ers under the

orders of council since the French notification of the repeal of the Berlin

and Milan decrees. The learned Judge inquired whether any proof could

be exhibited of the enemy having actually rescinded these edicts, and as no

such evidence was produced, he pronounced sentence of condemnation.

The claimants, however, may bring the question before the Court of Ap-
peal, and obtain a reversal of the present decision, if they can procure legal

and satisfactory proof of the enemy having abandoned the system which

gave origin to our orders in council.

tfAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

(May June.)

RETROSPECTIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS.

THE disputes between Great Britain and America have not yet beea

settled ; but, on the contrary, an incident has occurred, which seems

likely to operate as a fresh obstacle to the adjustment of differences. In

the month of May, the National Intelligence, which is usually considered

as the organ of the American Government, contained the following
remarks:

" Within the course of a few days past, several cases have occurred of

impressment by British vessels on our coast from coasting vessels. These

impressments have taken place under aggravated circumstances, and have

excited, as they ought, a very general indignant feeling. The United States

frigate, President, put to sea from Anacolis, under tucli circumstances as
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justify the impression, that the object of her sailing was to obtain the re-
lease of these men, and rumours of an engagement off our Capes have reach-
ed us, which we present to our readers, barely observing, that it is well un-
derstood that the commanders of public vessels are generally instructed to

submit to no question from any foreign vessel, which shall wear the sem-
blance of a threat, in manner or in words."

Respecting the engagement alluded to above, the Norfolk Gazette, of

May 24, presented the subjoined report:
" The following account, after being drawn up, was shewn to one of the

Gentlemen who came up from the President yesterday, and may be relied

upon as an accurate statement :

' The United States frigate, President, Commodore Rogers, arrived off the

Hook yesterday forenoon from a cruize, and her captain of marines, Cap-
tnm Caldwell, and Lieutenant Perry, came up to town in the afternoon, in

a pilot boat.
(
It appears that about nine o'clock in the evening of the 16th

instaiit, the frigate President fell in with a sloop of war, about forty miles

N. E. of Cape Henry; that when they had come up within fifty yards of

her, Commodore Rogers hailed to know who she was and where from.

The Commander of the sloop of war answered by asking who and what the

frigate was. Commodore Rogers, conceiving himself entitled to the firsj

answer, hailed a second time, and instantly after received a shot which

struck his main-mast: he returned it; upon which the sloop of war poured
a broadside into him. He ranged up alongside, and an action commenced,
each being ignorant at that time of the other's force. The sloop of war, af.

ter two broadsides, ceased firing for a few moments, and Commodore

Rogers supposing she had struck to him, gave orders immediately for the

frigate to cease firing. But a few moments elapsed before the sloop of

war, taking the President for a French frigate, commenced her fire again,

and the battle was renesved, which lasted about ten minutes, when the

sloop of war 'Struck her colours. Commodore Rogers, judging from his

superior force, that he must have injured her very much, determined

to lie by her during the night, and early the next morning sent his boaj
with a Lieutenant 0:1 board, and finding that he had (to use a cant phrase)

completely riddled her, crippled all three of her masts^ and killed and

wounded thirty of her men, offered his assistance to get her into port,

which the commander of the sloop of war politely declined, saying,
' He

believed he should be able to reach Halifax without any assistance. On

being asked how he came to fire into the President, he answered,
' That

he thought she was a Frenchman.' The President has received little or no

damage, and had only one boy slightly wounded in the arm.'

The British vessel was the Little Belt, of 18 guns, Captain Binghara.

We have seen several private letters, all of which flatly contradict the asser-

tion, that Captain Bingham fired first; and add, that the President fired

the first single shot, and also tiie first broadside. The official particulars of

this unfortunate affair have not yet arrived.

A naval action has taken place, off Corsica, between an F.nglish sloop of

war and a French frigate; in which strangely as it may sound in this coun-

UJ and in France loo, we couceive the latter gained the victory ! The
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following report upon the subject the only one that has reached us is

copied from the Moniteur :

" To fiix Excellency the Minis! er of Marine."
I have the honour to give you an account of the action I had on tl,

2Gth May, in the -canal of Corsica, in the Emperor's hrig Aheille, whirl I

commanded provisionally, with his Britannic Majesty's bhip Alacrity, Cap-
tain Palmer. On the 2(j tli, at sun-rise, i descried a hrig north, of Cape St.

Andre. I presumed it to be one of those from Genoa. I made the usual

wgnuls six miles distant. She did not answer. I hoisted the Emperor's'
flag, and fired a gun, amidst the acclamations of the brave fellows of the
Abedle. I ordered every thins to be cleared for action. The wind was at

cast the enemy came down right before the wind. Being exactly cast and
west of each other, 1 slackened sail, in order not to make too much way
and to -be in a position to rake her fore and aft, if she continued her course.
What I had foreseen happened; she continued her course and neared me;
as soon as she was near enough, I kept close to the wind, and havi:

the weather gage, I stretched close in. As soon as 1 got a head of her, I

shortened sail, and passing astern by her, sent her a broadside within pistol
shot. [ stood on the same track as she did, and continued lighting her on
the larboard quarter at a quarter pistol shot. At the end of ^0 minutes
she slackened sail to pass me astern. I saw this, and coming up with her
at the same time, I continued cannonading her on the starboard quarter.
Not being able to keep her broadside to the wind, she bore awav. I short-

ened sail, and poured two broadside; into her stern, upon which she struck.

She carries twenty 32 pounders, the Abeille twenty 21 pounders. The
Alacrity had as great a complement of men as the Abeille. The Alacrity
had 15 killed, and 20 wounded ; the Abeille seven killed, and 12 wounded ;

but the Abeille constantly fought under the most advantageous situation.''

I have the honour to be, &c.
"

Abeille, under sail befw c Basiia,' May 26." A UM. DEMAKAU.
In point of fact, the Alacrity only mounted IB guns ; and the probability

is, either that she was in a disabled state, or that her opponent was a fri-

gate of the largest class.

A recent letter from an officer of his Majesty's ship Scylk mentions u

gallant attack made by that ship on a squadron of the enemy's vessels, con-

sisting of four men-of-war brigs, and two luggers, near the point of Perros,
on the coast of France : the Scylla succeeded in forcing them to take refuge
under the batteries between Isle Bas and the main, after having been much

damaged in their sails and rigging by her fire. The Frenchmen afterwards

suffered the Scylla to recapture a schooner in sight of their squadron, with-

out making the least effort to assist her.

Buonaparte has lately visited Cherburg, and other parts of the French
coast.

In consequence of the arrival of Sir James Saumarez' fleet in the Baltic,

a cordon of troops has been drawn down to the Swedish coast, to prevent

any attempts that may be made at debarkation.

On the 17th of June, the Board of Trade signified that no licenses out-

ward to the Baltic would be granted longer than to the 30th of that month,
and none inward from the Baltic tifter the 15th of August, On special ap-

plication, however, it is now understood, that the former are to be extended

to the 10th of July, and the latter to the 1st of September. Two reasons

are assigned as the motives influencing Ministers to make this limitation.

1st. That Government expects that after the end -of June, British ships
will be enabled to navigate the Baltic. 2. That on account of die incon-

veniences both to the navy and the trade by weathering a late season in

those water?, Government proposes to withdraw the fleet and the merchant

vessels earlier this year from the Baltic thau any preceding year.
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Copied verbatim from the LOXDUX GAZETTE.

ADMIUALTY-OFFICE, MAY 18, 1811.

Extract of another Letterfrom Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Part, to Jvlm
Wilson Croker, Esy. dated on board the San Josef, off" Toulon, the 24f h,

April, 1811.

I
HAVE the satisfaction to transmit the enclosed copy of a letter from

Captain Sullen, of the Cambrian, dated the 16th instant, the:; senior
officer on the coast of Catalonia, giving an account of the surrpndi r of

Figueras to the Spaniards on the lOtli of this month, and the other suc-
cesses therein mentioned. Their Lordships will perceive that I have, iu

consequence of this favourable turn of ulFairs, increased the force on the
coast of Catalonia, in order to afford a more effectual co-operation to the

Marquis of Campoverde, (from uhom, and as well from major -general
Doyle, I have also heard of the full of FiguerasJ in his is'tend^d operations
to drive the French from Rosas, and the other ports on the co.tsf, and en-
sure supplies for the Spaniards reaching Figueras, and the other places in

possession of our ally.

I should mention to their Lordships that the ammunition, with which the

store-ship lately captured by the Ajax and Unite was laden, will enable me
to afford succour to the Spaniards iu that respect, in compliance with their

repeated application.

gin, Ca'ubrian, off Rosas, 16 April, 1811;

I have great pleasure in sending to you, by the Blossom, the important

intelligence of the surrender of Figueras to the Spaniards, on the 10th in-

stant, and that St. Philon and Pulamos were tak^n possession of by the

Cambrian and Vclontaire on the 12th and 14tb, the guns all emh-irkcd,

and the batteries destroyed. I am now on my way to Rosas and Cadiquis,
and I have reason to hope the latter place, with Silva, will also shortly

be ours.

The fall of Figueras has roused the Spaniards, who are arming in all di-

rections, and I-fostalrich and Gerona are at this moment garrisvned by

Spanish troops. The only correct account I can learn is, that four iamdiv.1

Italians, with two hundred French troops, were left to protect Figueras,

and that the former, digusted with the treatment they daily receive from

the French, and being also half starved, opened the gates of the fortress to

a body of Spanish troops ^apprized of their intention) who rushed into the

castle ami put every Frei.chman to the sword.

At this moment about two thousand effective Spanish troops are in full

possession of tiiis important place ;
and General Sarstield is on his way

with more, as wqll as .supplies of every kind.

The French General D'Hillier.s, who has the command in Catalonia, on

hearin.r of the fall of Figueras, has abandoned all his holds in Spain, except

Barcelona, and is collecting the "hole of his force to attack it, as well as to

prevent supplies from gcinnn in ;
but I am tolri .1 quantity ot provisions was

concealed in the tuwn, unknown to the French, winch have b-cii
iye:i up

to the Spanish troops in the castle, who are in the highest saints possible.

The Termagant continues to watch Barcelona, and J purpose remaining

iff herewith the Volo.Uaire, ready for any thing that may ..her; M undcc

all the existing circumstances, I think it likely ttows may fc}V "?
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I also be to inform you, that a large Settee, deeply laden with grain for

Barcelona from Fort Vendee, was, the night before last, most handsomely
cut out from under the Modes Islands and batteries by the boats of this

ship, led on by Lieutenant Conolly, without a man being hurt.

I beg leave to offer you my congratulations on the fall of Figueras, and
the fair prospect it opens.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) CHA. BULLEN.
Admiral Sir Charfes Cotton, Hart.

P. S. Since writing the above, I spoke a small boat from Begar, which
tells me the French General had made a rash attempt to recover Figueras
two days since, and lost seven hundred men.

MAY 18, 1811.

Rear-Admiral Otway has transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a let-

ter from Lieutenant Alexander Sinclair, commanding his Majesty's gun-
bris; Fancy, giving an account of his having, on the 8th instant, taken, on
the coast of Scotland, two Danish Privateers, one of two guns and fifteen

men, and the other of three guns and twenty-five men, and retaken tvv

vessels which had been captured by the latter.

Commodore Penrose, at Gibraltar, has transmitted to John Wilson

Croker, Esq. a letter which he had received from Lieutenant Peter Wil-

liams, commanding his Majesty's cutter Entreprenante, giving an account

of his having driven a French Privateer, of six guns and forty-five tueii, on

shore near Malaga, and retaken her prize, a Spanish brig.

JUNE 1, 1811.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart, commander in

Chiefof H. M. ships and vessels in the Mediterranean, to John Wi'son

Cro'ker Esq. dated on board Ike San Josef, off Mahon, the nth April,
1C-, 1.

SIR,

You will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty the accompanying copies of two letters, dated the 4th and 13th

February, from Captain Whitby of the Cerberus, addressed to the senior

officer off Corfu, giving an account of some successful enterprises per-
formed in the Adriatic by that ship and the Active, together with a list of

the wounded, and lists of the enemy's vessels captured and destroyed o

tb 3d and lch February last.

I have the honour to be, &c.
C. COTTOX

His Majesty** Ship Cerberus, at Sea.,

4th February 1811.

SIR,

Having discovered four vessels at anchor under Pestichi, it being nearly
calm, I despatched the barges of this ship and the Active, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Have of the latter, to attempt bringing them out, in

which he completely succeeded, although exposed to a lituvy lire of mus-

ketry from the soldiers quartered at that place.
I jeutenant Have speaks in high terms of the conduct of the petty qfficer?,

seamen, and >\>yal marines employed under him for their cool and steady
conduct on the occasion.
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T,ncloseri is a list of the voxels captured, and return of the wounded,
which I am happy to say is only one man belonging to the Active.

I have the honour to he. &r.

I1KMIV \V11ITDY, Captain.
To Gro. Eyre, Esq. Captain of ff. M. S.

Magnificent, senior officer, c.

List of enemy's vessels captured and destroyed l/ the boats of 11. M. ships
Cerberus and Active, under the directions of Lieutenant Huyc of t lie latltr,

in the Port ofPeslichi, February 3, 1811

Venetian Trabaccolo Carlo Grimaldi, from Ancona, sent to Lissa.

Venetian Trabaccolo, name unknown, from Ancona, destroyed ; cargo
put on board II. M. S. Active.

Venetian Trabaccolo, naim: unknown, from Ancona, sent to Lissx
Venetian Trabaccolo, IMMUG unknown, from Ancona, sent to Lissa.

11EMIY WHITDY, Captnin.

Report ofone man wounded in the large of U. M. S. Ai'tire, J. A. Gord/m,
E*q.C'a/>(in, cutting cut four vessels tit Pcxlifhi, count of Italy, 'oil Fe-

bruary 181 1, in company with the barge vf'H. M. S. Cerberus.

Francis Free, Laudman, badly.
J. A. GORDON, Captain.

SIR, H. M. S. Cerberus, February 13, 1811.

Having completed the water of II. M. ships under my command at Lisv.r,

on the 9th instant, I proceeded to reconnoitre the coast of Italy with this

ship and Active, in hopes of intercepting vessels which were reported to

have sailed from Ancona for Corfu and taken shelter in various harbours

along the coast, during the southerly windsjust set in.

On the morning of the 12th instant we discovered several vessels lying
under the town of Ortano, and as the wind was light, the boais of both ships
were despatched, under the orders of Lieutenant Dickinson (first of the

Cerberus) to bring them out if practicable. On the near approach of the

boats to the vessels a fire of great guns and small arms was instantly opened
from an armed Trabaccolo (which was not till then observed) and soldiers

posted on the beach and hills commanding the bay; our boats formed "in

close order, gave three hearty cheers, and in a few minutes cleared all be-

fore them, the men from the vessels and the troops on shore running in all

directions.

To prevent any annoyance whilst the prizes were bringing out. Lieutenant

Dickinson landed with the marines under Lieutenant Mears of that corps
embarked in thejActive, and a division of small-arm men under Mr. James

Rennie, master's mate of this ship, taking a strong position on the hills, and

planting the British ilag at the very gates of the town, whilst the Launches,
under Lieutenants Haye and Campston, with the barge of tire Active, under

Mr. James Gibson, master' s-mate of that ship, were employed in covering
them with the carronades. This judicious and advantageous movement
was of the greatest service to those employed at the sea side, as it kept the

soldiers and inhabitants, who had collected in great force, in check, and
allowed the- work which had been so ably undertaken to be mo>t fully com-

pleted, as in addition to the convoy consisting often sail (under the vessel

armed with six guns) which was found in the harbour laden with grain,

oil, &c. Two large magazines filled with all sorts of naval and military
stores destined for the Garrison of Corfu, (and which it is said they stand

in much need of) was most completely destroyed by fire, and I feel convin-

ced the enemy will suffer most severely by this capture, as they must ha\e
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been some time in making so large a collection. As I believe you are un-

acquainted with tlie situation of Ortano, I must beg leave to state it, and

you will then be able to form your own opinion of the dilticulties that ex-

iste.l and to whicli our men and boats were necessarily exposed.
The harbour is formt-d by a large pier running out into the sea, and con-

nected with a range of hills leading to the town, which stands on the top of

the highest, completely commanding the vessels in the bay and the road up
to it, so that the marines, to gain the strong post they had, and to prevent
being exposed to the severe fire of musketry, were obliged to climb up the

rocks by their hands, with a prospect of falling down a precipice every step

they took.

Having detailed to you, sir, the particulars of this service, I have much

pleasure in adding that our loss has been only four wounded; and when it

is considered that they were exposed to a tea/ing fire from the bushes and
houses from ten in the morning until three in the afternoon, it will, I trust,

be thought trifling in comparison with the annoyance the enemy have re-

ceived by ttie capture and destruction of their magazines and vessels.

I cannot speak too highly of the gallant conduct of I ieutenant Dickinson

on this occasion
;
the style in which he boarded the Trabaccolo, armed with

six guns and full of men, with the gig of this ship, supported by the barge
under Mr. llennie, (ol whom he speaks in the highest terms of praise)
forms only a small part of his merit; his arrangements being so well made
and so promptly executed by those under him, were such as to have en-

sured the most complete success, could it have been possible for the enemy
to have collected any additional regular force, with that already opposed to

them.
No language I can m;ike use of is strong enough to express the zeal and

conduct of every person concerned.

1 feel particularly indebted to Captain Gordon of the judicious manner
liis ship was placed, by which means he prevented any body of the enemy
from forming in the rear of our men, nnd the promptitude and zealous co-

operation 1 have constantly experienced from him since we have been serv-

ing together.

Enclosed is a list of the vessels captured and destroyed.
1 have the honour to be, &c.

HENRY \\ilITBY, Captain.
To George Ej/re, Esq. Captain ofH. M. S.

Magnificent, senior ojfatr, fyc.

List of enemy's vessels captured and destroyed by I fie boats of U. M. S. Cer*
Lents and Active, under tin- directions of Ijt utenunt James Dickinson of
theformer, in the Port of Ortano, un thc-12th of February 1811.

Venetian Trabaccolo L'F.ugenie, of six guns, commanded by a Lieuten-

ant, from Ancona bound to Corfu; sent to Lissa.

Venetian Transport La Fortunee, No. 52, from Ancona bound to Corfu,
laden with corn; brought out and afterwards burnt; cargo put into a

transport.
V nctian Transport, name unknown, from Ancona bound to Corfu, laden

with oil; sent to Lissa.

Venetian Transport, name unknown, No. 2, from Ancoi:a bound to

Corfu, laden with plank and corn; sent toLi^sa.
Venetian Transport St. Anongiato, from Ancona bound to Corfu, laden

with hemp and cordage.
Venetian Transport, name unknown, Xo. 50, from Ancona bound to

Corfu, laden with wheat.
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Venetian Transport, name unknown, No. 55, from Ancona bound to
Corfu, partly laden with sundries

Venetian Transport L'Aiiime del Purgatorio, from Ancona bound to
Corfu, laden with nee

; cargo taken on board and vessel burnt.
Venetian Transport, name unknown, laden with wheat.
Two Venetian Transports, names unknown, froai Ancona bound to

Corfu; burnt in the port; together with two magazines of oil, soldiers*
rloathnm, ammunition, and naval stores, viz. cables, blocks hawsers,
hemp, &c. HENRY WH1TBY, Captain.

JUNE 4, 1811.

Vice-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, and K. B. has transmitted to
%

John Wilson Croker, Esq. a letter he had received from Captain Lowe, of
II. M. Sloop, the Diligence, giving an account ol his having, on the 9th of
last month, captured a Danish row-boat Privateer, carrying two swivel*
and sixteen men.

JUNE 8, 1811

Extract of a Letter from Admiral Sir C/ian'es Cotton, Bart, commander in.

chief of H. M. ships and vessels in t/ie Mediterranean, to Jo/in Witsoti

Crokcr, Esq. dated on board the Sun Josef, at Ma/tan, the 8/A March*
1811.
You will receive herewith for the information of the Lords Commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Captain Eyre, the senior
officer oft' Corfu, to Rear Admiral Boyles, dated the 10th ultimo, giving an
account of the capture, on the evening of the 6th, of an enemy's convoy
from Otranto, with stores, provisions, and troops for the garrison of Corfu,
the latter upwards of five hundred in number. Captain Eyre also mentions,
in a letter of the 13th of February, that four more vessels, one laden with
shot and. the others corn, had also fallen into his hands, which make in tlie

whole thirty sail, but he lias not transmitted any list.

sin, H. M. S. Magnificent, off Fano, February 10, 181 1.

The enemy having long been without any favourable opportunity of send-

ing from the Italian ports supplies to Corfu, availed himself of a strong

northerly wind on the evening of the tith instant, when twenty-five vessels

sailed from Otranto, twenty-two of which I ha\e the satisfaction to inform

you were captured by this squadron, one of them, a vessel of one hundred

tons, was loaded with ordnance stores, and another of the same size with

every article of sails, cordage, and ammunition proper for the equipment of

twenty- tive gun vessels.

The rest were loaded with corn, and having also on board three hundred
and fifty soldiers intended as a reinforcement for the garrison of Corfu.

[ am happy to add to the list four more vessels with corn, which were

captured lust night. J have the honour to be, &c.

To Cnarles Boyle, Esq. ttear-Adndrul of the \Yhite. GEO. EYRE.
JUNE 15, 1811.

Copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, K. B. to

John Wilson Croker, Esq. dated on board the Milford, Bui/ oj' Cadiz, '2~tk

May 1811.

SIR,
I have the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of my letter of tins date, audits

enclosures, to the commander in chief, Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart.

I have the honour to be, &c.
It G. KEATS.

SIR, H. J! T. S. Mi/ford, Bay nf Cadiz, 0.7th May 1811.

I have the honour herewith to transmit two letters w hich 1 have received
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from Captain Price of the Salrine, who this morning sent in three, and th:

atterno >n one, ol the enemy's sm;ill Privateers; and I liave much pleasure
in i iilliiii; V""r attention to the judicious and spirited manner in which the

cii'erpriv, planned by Captain Price, and which led to the capture ot three

of tlie Privateers, was executed under the immediate command of Lieu-

tenant f'siierwood, assisted by Lieutenant P. Finnucane, Mr. T. Settle the

master, and several infer. or volunteer officers and seamen of that sloop.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Admiral Sir-C. Col ton, Bart, SfC. R. G. KEATS.

SIR, H. M. Sloop &ibine, off"Sibiona, 17th May 1811.

I have the honour to acquaint y<>u, whilst cruizing off Sibiona, in pursu-
ance of yi ur orders, I deemed it practicable, on the night of the 26th in-

stant, to take out the rive French Privateers lying in that Roadstead, which
had so darin.lv annoyed the commerce on this coast; I accordingly anchor-

ed the Sabine as close as possible, and despatched the boats under the

command or' Lieutenant Usherwood, assisted by Lieutenant Finnucane, Mr.

Settle, master, warrant officers, midshipmen, and volunteers from the brfg,

who, I am happy to say, succeeded most admirably, each boat taking a

Privateer, though moored under the battery and protected by their crews,
one hundred and twenty live in number, and a strong guard of soldiers.

They are very tine vessels, sail exceedingly fast, and had a complement of

twenty-five n.en each; the prisoners taken were inarched from Antwerp
for that duty.

Lieutenant Usherwood speaks most highly of all the officers and men on
this service; and I can no otherwise account for its being performed with

so little loss on our side (as the soldiers and crew drew two of the vessels

on shore, after taken, by a 1 awscr fast to the lower gudgeon, and were re-

pulsed with cutlass) than from the determined bravery of the officers and

men, and the judgment with which Lieutenant Vsherwood executed the

plan of attack, who is an excellent officer. 1 beg leave to enclose a list of

wounded aud \e:-sels captured.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Sir RiL Keats, K. B. &, c. GEORGE PRICE, Commander.

A list of vessels captured by the loots offl, Jf. slwp Sul'ine, on the 26//< May
liill, in Sibiuna Roadstead.

Guardia de Via, Monsieur Graw, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, of two four-

pounders and t\venty-five men.

Canan, of two four- pounders and twenty-five men.
Madma, of two four-pounders and twenty-five men.

"GEORGE PRICE. Captain.

List ofzrounded in H. M. sh>op Sabine in action ni'ft the enemy'* Privatecrt
in Sibionu Roadstead, on lite '26(h May, 1811.

John Shurry, private marine, wounded by a musket bail in the arm.
GEORGE PRICE, Captain.

sin, II. M. Sloop Sabine, off Sibiona, 27/A M<y 1811.

I have the honour to inform you of the capture of another of the enemy's
French Privateers and her prize, in company with 11. M. sloop Papillon,
this morning, between Rota and Sibiona. 1 cannot conclude without rc-

iiiaikin-: the determined oh* inary of her crew, who would not surrender

till the Papillon run her down, although under a heavy fire of our guns and
muskf try

J am imppy to add it was in our power to ave all her crew.

I have the honour to bf , &c.

Richard G. Keats, K, B. Ac. GLORGE PRICE.
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JPromotion0 anto appointments.

Captains, &c. appointed.

The Hon. Cadogan, to the Havannah; Epworih, to the Xya-
den; F.M.Maurice, to the Magnet; Bell to the Musqgito 5

Perceval, to the Phipps; Robert Hockings, to the Demerary ; Abel Ferris,
to the Druid; Brown, to the Dannemarck (acting); "Robert Hall, to
command the flotilla at Sicily ; Kempthorne, to the impress service at

Portsmouth; R. Fowler, (posted) to the Nyaden ;
the Hon. Chas. Paget, to

the Malta ; Thomas Usher, to the America ; Cumby, to the Hyperion ;

Greaves, to the Polyphemus ; Francis Austin, to the Elephant ; J.

Bingham, to the Egmont.
Robert Ward, Esq. one of the Lords of the Admiralty, is appointed

Clerk of the Ordnance, in lieu of the Hon. Cropley Ashley Cooper, now
EarlofShaftesbury.

Colonel Theophilus Lewis, second commandant of the 1st or Chatham
Division of Royal Marines, has been promoted to the rank of Major-
jeneral in the Army.
The Right Hon. Horatio Lord Walpole, to be a Lord of the Admiralty.

Since the establishment of the present form of the rrgal branch of go-
vernment, H. R. H. the Prince Regent has been pleased, in the name and
on the behalf of the King, to make the following colonial and consular ap-

pointments, a knowledge of which is interesting to the navy :

Sir James Cockburn, Bart, to be governor and commander-in-chief of
the Bermuda Islands.

J. Hodgson, Esq. major-general in the army, to be governor and com-
mandcr-in chief of the Island of Curafoa.

Lieutenant-general Sir John Francis Cradock, K.B. and K.C. to be go-
vernor and comiuander-in-chief of the settlement of the Cape of Good

Hope.
William Harding Read, Esq. to be his Majesty's consul-general in the

Azores. Louis Hargave, F.sq.
to be his Majesty's consul in the Balearic

Islands. Robert Staples, Esq. to be his Majesty's consul at Bueiios Ayrts
and its dependencies.

Lieutenants, &c. appointed.

John Geary, to the Thracian ; Bartholomew, to the Richmond,
G. B. ;

R. Shepherd, to the Audacious ; William Hillyar, to the Caledonia ;

A. Duncan, to theTyrian; II. Doyes, to the Boyne ;
William Kelly, (1) to

the Royal George; John Price, (1) to command the Zephyr sloop ; Stewart

Blacker, to the Impe.iueux; James Moodie, to the America; Andrew

Parry, to the Ulysses; John Lucas (2) to the Venus
; Robert Tweed,

to the Fame; John Arguimbau, to the Goldfinch; James Clitherow,

to the Dreadnought ; John C. Svmonds, to the Christian Vllth;

James Niven, to' the Trinculo ;
Waller P. Wade, to the Theseus;

Piercy Brett, Edward Paul, and Charles Du Cane, to the. Egmont ; Charles

Webb, to the Gladiator; W. W. West, to the Cordelia ;
v* illiam Ellison,

to the Rinaldo: R. Weymouth, to the Revenge ; G. R. Douglas, to the

Comet; Richard Piot, to the Druid; J. G. M'Killop, to the Roebuck;

Eenj. Walker, to the Volcano ;
Fletcher N.Clark, to the Aboukir ; John

George Victor, to the Fortune.; George M. M. Pi <Mer,
ip

the Argot

George Henry Campbell, to the Saldanha ;
James F. Warren, to the Aler-

roaid; Nich. Odger, to the Deictic ; George Mills, to the Domuiica;



512 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 1811.

Henry Preston, to the Impetueux : Owen Owen, to theAnholt; Jamc=-

Fitzpatrick, to the Nninur ; James Rees, to the Abercrombie ; Cle-

phanc, to command the Charybdis ; Xrpean, to the impress service
at Portsmouth

; Victor, to the Fortunee; J. F. Warren, to the Mer-
maid

;
Horace Petley, to the St. Fiorenzo ; T. Stone, (2) to the Vul-

ture; T. Hastings, to the Hyacinth ; 11. C. Barton, and J. Lyons, to the

Repulse.

Lieutenants, Sir David Dunn, James Dickinson, J. Henderson, and

Wooldridge, of the Amphion, Cerberus, Active, and Vohige, bcin^ the first

lieutenants in those ships in the late gallant action in the Adriatic, have been
in consequence promoted to the rank of commanders.

Mr. Robert Bushell, to be master of the Medusa; Mr. P. Miller, to Le
master of the Hyacinth.
Mr. Hamlin, midshipman, to a lieutenancy in the Epheria.
Edward Ilawke Lockyer, Esq to be secretary to Sir Edward Pellew.
Mr. Norton, purser, to la GJoire ; Mr. Winter, purser, to the Resistance ;

and Mr. liornniman, purser, to the Sirius.

List of Masters appointed in the last month.

David Glegg, Havannah ; John White, Shannon ; P. Miller, Rover ;

John Smith, iiawke
;
James Finlayson, Orlando ; John Coleman, Prince

Frederick.

List of Midshipmen passed in the last month.

Shcerness. Richard Nason, James Gordon, Robert John IJanns, Chr.
Beer.

Portsmouth. J. W. II. Haiidley, John Miller, Win. Weiss, Alfred

Mathcws, George Thomas, Robert Carter.

Plymouth. Win. Popham, Isaac Bramwell, Rd. H. King, H. G. Etougli,
Charles Goullet, Charles Thornbury, Braitwaithe, Win. Crichton,
W. P. Pinet, Edw. Mullett, George Jarratt, Stephen Hodge, Charlc*

Lambert

Surgeons appointed.

Hugh Hughes, to the Gorgon, hospital ship ; James Xesbitt, to the Eg-
rnont

;
E. F. Bromley, to tlie America

;
Wm. Gather, to the Argonaut,

hospital ship ;
E. C. Fegetmicr, to the Minorca ; Francis Logan, to the

Hyacinth; Stephen Jones, to the Helicon; W. A. Bates, to the Fame ;

Thomas Heron, to the Buckingham ;
Andrew Douglas, to the Argonaut,

liospital ship, vice Gather ; Edward Coates, to the Utile
; Morgan Williams,

to the Quebec ; Alexander Taylor, to the IJavannah; Alexander M'Gla-

shan, to the Cambrian , Alexander Ross, to the Resistance ; William

Stenhouse, to the Tonnant
;
Thomas Gray, to the .Magnet ; George Major,

to the Strombolo ; Edward IIoplcv, to the Mermaid
; E. L. Duke, to the

Pylades ; James Nimmo, to the Ruby.
Mr. Thomas Walherstone, surgeon of the Argonaut, hospital ship, at

Chatham, has been appointed to supersede Mr. R. Mulberry, as surgeon
of the Chatham division ot' royal marines, and Mr. Robert Mulberry has

been superannuated in consequence of a paralytic stroke.

Assistant-surgeons appointed.

R. M, Roth, and J. Edgar, to be supernumeraries, at the disposal of the

commander-in-thief in the Baltic
; George King, to the Amazon ; Primrose

Lyon, to the Raijonable; Nicholas Roche, to the Emerald; Matthew

Little, to be an hospital mate at Yarmouth; Richard Bacon, to the >Ja:nur;
Robert Anderson, to Uie Valiant; Rodulpuus Kent, tu the Chriitiitn Vlhh;
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Maurice Roberts, to the Medusa ; Edward JefF.-ry, to the Havannah ;

Alexander Paterson, Hugh Moffet, 'I'iiomas Proud foot, Robert Macdwal.
John Cameron, Joseph Fraction, \Viliiam M'Kay, and John Cooke, to pro-
ceed to tlie Leeward Islands, to be nt the disposal of the conunandcr-iii-

chief on that station
;
Patrick Clark, to the Berwick ; Peter de Porre, to

the Spy, store-ship ; Andrew Lowry, to die Bedford; James M'Kerrow,
to the Kgmont ;

Robert Bateman, to tlic Island of Anholt; R.B.Sander-

son, to proceed to the Mediterranean as a supernumerary ; John Smith, to

the Arrow schooner ;
William Plampin, hospital mate at Flaslar ; Win.

M'Farlane, to proceed as a supernumerary to the River Tagus ; James

Kennedy, to the Egmont ; James Stevenson, to the Victory ; John Hardy,
to the Druid; John Drummond, to die Pyrauuis; Alfred Nicholson, to the

Moamouth ; Herman Cochrane, to the Inconstant.

BIRTH.

Lately, of a daughter, the Lady of Captain T. Le M. Gosselin, R.N. of

Somerset-street.

MARRIAGES.
Lately, at St. Vincent's, Captain William Dowers, of II. M. sloop Ring-

dove, to Miss Ross, daughter of T. Ross, Esq. merchant, of St. Vincent's.

Lately, Henry Douglas, Esq. son of Admiral Douglas, to Miss Crabtree,

of Witton, Norfolk.

May 28, at Edinborougli, Captain Sykes, R.N. to Miss Earl, daughter of

E. Earl, Esq. Chairman of the Board of Customs in Scotland.

On the 1st of June, at Widley, Hants, by the Rev. J. lieuville, Captain

Curtis, R.N. to Miss Greetham, of East Cosham.

Lately, at Gibraltar, Caprain Allen, of H.M.S. Franchise, to Miss Skin-

ner, daughter of Colonel Skinner, Royal Engineers.

At St. John's, Newfoundland, Mr. Thomas Elliott, master of H.M.S. Ha-

zard, to Miss Lucinda Bulger, second daughter of John Balger, Esq.. of

t. John's.

At Penzance, Mr. Parkins, surgeon of the royal navy, to Miss Mary

Johns, of the same place.
Mr. William Moss, of the Navy Office, to Sarah, second daughter of Mr.

I >ave, surveyor, Featheretooe-buiWings, Hoiborn.

J'.me 17, at ThurUton Church, near Kiugsbrid^, Mr. Josiah Ouke, com-

manding iiis Majesty's store-ship Cormorant, to M.ss Sally Tuiley, ot Sal-

At Bombay, on the 27th September, 1810, Captain James Timbrell, of

the Exeter East Indiamau. f> Harriet, second daughter of Charles Arm-

strong, Esq. of Upper Charlotte street.

OBITUARY.

May 4, Mr. Bassett, of Portsea, schoolmaster, formerly of the R.N.

May fi, Rear-adiniral Graves, of Penriee-house, Cornwall.

May 6, at Lyroe Regis, Mrs. Monckton, wife of Capta.n :^oncKton,

R.N. aged 50 years. .

,

Mav 7, William Boscawen, Esq. one of the commissioners for v.cUial-

tn" H. M. navy. He wa* an excellent scholar, a (food poet, and a Iruly

worth; man. His translation of Horace is altogether esteemed the t>

.Engflisli version in point of spirit and accuracy.

May 8, at Portsmoulh, Mr. BJi.selt, ot Portsea, formerly a schol-

!r)

Ma
C

y iV^Srfcantoa, second dark in the master-shipwright's office,

Qock'-var.d, Portsmouth. . .

May'l I, the Rev. Samuel CoHU, chaplain of II. M. S. the E=rw,ck.

S. t>ron, Qal. XXV. 3 u
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May 18, on board H. M. S. Wolverene, on his passage from the Medi-

terranean to Portsmouth, Lieutenant Edmund Powell, K. X. aged 20,

late of H. M.S. Aigle, son of Dr. Powell, of Truro.

May 19, at the advanced age of 82 years, Mr. Joseph Palmer, an old

and respectable inhabitant of Portsmouth, who had served tiG years ia

this dock-yard with unblemished reputation.

May 24, suddenly, at Portsmouth, Mr. Adams, purser in the R. X.

The right honourable II I:\RY >")I:\DA, Lord Viscount MtLviLi.r, ex-

pired, in the course of Tuesday night 28lh May, at the house of his son-

in-law and nephew, the Lord Chief Baron. Kis Lordship had been iii

his usual state of health for some time preceding, and had attended,

occasionally, the General Assembly during its sitting, lie was deeply
affected at the death of his respected friend the Lord President (Blair)

whose funeral he was to attend the succeeding day, and expressed his

apprehension that the scene would be a trying one, and bear strong upon
his feelings.
On the character of this statesman, the steady friend of Mr. Pitt, and

firm supporter of all his measures, the history of this country, for the

last 2S years, distinguished by so many important events, forms the best

comment. His political conduct was manly and decisive; warm and

sincere in his attachments, lie was equally open aad intrepid in his

opposition.
His Lordship was upwards of 70 years of age. He entered Advocate

in 1163, and his first promotion was to be one of the Assessors of the

fitv of Edinburgh. He was afterwards an Advocate-Depute and Solici-

tor-General; and in 1175, on Sir James Montgomery beinvj made Lord
Chief Baron, he succeeded him as Lord Advocate, which -place he occu-

pied till 1783. He was elected a member for the county of Edinburgh
in 1774, in which he continued for several sessions of Parliament, and

resigned it in favour of the present Lord Chief Baron, when he repre-
sented the city of Edinburgh till 1803, in which year he was advanced to

the Peerage.
His Lordship was appointed Treasurer of the N'avy in the year 1782,

under the late Marquis of Lansdowu, (then Earl of Shelburne,) in which
office he continued until the dissolution of the administration. In De-
cembsr 1783, when Mr. Pitt became Prime Minister, he was again ap-

pointed to the same situation, which he held till the resignation of Mr.
Pitt in lyoi, along with the office of President of the Foard of Controul.
and principal Secretary of State. The last public situation which hrf

held was that of First Lord of the Admiralty, in which he was affable in

his manners and' easy of access, and on this account gave general satis-

faction to those who had business to transact at his office. Whilelrra-
surer of the navy, he devised several improvements in the details of the
office, which have been found of great service ; and in particular, his

regulations in regard to the payment of seamen's wages, have contri-

buted much to the comfort of those brave men.
In 1805, he was created Viscount Melville and Baron Dunira ; he was

a Privy-Councillor, lord Prity >ral, and Governor of t he Rand of Scot-

land, &c. Hii.ordsh:p was the youngest son ofthe Kight Hon. Robert
Dumlrv), Lord President of the Court of Session, by Mi-s Gordon, daugh-
ter of Sir William Gordon of Gord:mston, Bart. He was twice married :

first, to Miss Rannie, daughter of Captain llanuie of Melville, by whom
be has one son, Robert, (now Viscount Melville) President of the Board
of Controul, and M. P. for the county of Edinburgh, who married Miss

launders, and has children; and .three daughters, the eldest of whom
wa* married to Mr, Dmwrooud, and afterwards to Mr, glr'juije,
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hankers ia London; the second married her cousin, ihe present Lord
Chief Barou; and the third is married to the lion. George Abercromby.
The two youngest daughters have families.

A separation having taken place between his Lordship and his wife,
he married again Lady Jean Hope, daughter of the late and sister to
the present Lord Hopctoun, but has left no issue by this marriage.

His Lordship was a tail and well made man, an acute, argumentative,
and ready speaker; in private society a most agreeable companion, aud

grealiy beloved by the numerous circle of his friends.

The death of Lord Melville occasions a vacancy for the parliamentary
representation of the county of Edinburgh, or, more properly, Mid-
Lothian.

Lately, on board his Majesty's ship Implacable, Mr. Thomns Hook-
ham, Midshipman, eldest son of Mr. Jordan llookham. New Bond street,

John Jeffreys, list], lately clerk of the Cheque, at Woolwich, a native

of Fortsoa; formerly many years chief clerk in the Commissioners office

at Portsmouth Dock-yard.
In the West Indies, of the yellow fever, in his 19lh year, Lieut,

Broderip, of his Majesty's ship Arachnc, eldest son of the late Mr. Ro-
bert Broderip, of Bristol.

May 2^, at Merlin's Vale, near ITaverford West, Charles Bowen

Monds, Esq. R.N.
Marcii 2i5, at the Cape of Good Hope, Captain William Selby, of

H. M. S. Owen Glendowr.
"

June 2, suddenly, at Forge, Dumfriesshire, Rear Admiral Dnndaa.

At sea, of a consumption, Frederick Cottreil, Esq. Captain of H. M.S.

Nyaclen, aged 31.

"June 11, in Upper Berkeley Street, Lieutenant Robert Drummond,
II. N. aged 22.

June -4, at Tiverton, aged 35, Mr. John Tucker, late purser of H. M. S,

Civile, and son of Mr. Tucker, of Tiverton.

June 10, at Torpoint, Lieutenant Sibrell, of the Piercer gun-brig, son

of Mr. Sibrell, ship-builder, late of Plymouth.
Of ihe yellow fever, on the 29lh of April, on board the Inconstant

frigate, in the Gulf of Mexico. George, third son of Air. \. Bo'.mgbiokc.
His eulogium is thus given by his commander, Commodore Owen:
" The attention of the surgeon was must unremitting, and when he

made the sad report to me, he could not, had it bccu his brother, have

felt more Every respect has been paid to his remains I will not, my
dear Sir, dwell upon the sad history you will feel comfort in knowing
he is sincerely regretted by every one beloved by every one. 1 will

say no more, a parent must feel tbc loss of a son, whose conduct, held

the promise of much comfort to his friends." The same dreadful ma-

iady in a short time carried oft' 7 officers and 22 of the crew.

Lately at PorUcB, Robert Adams Esq. Purser of II. AI. S. Ildrfunsn,

formerly inanj years an eminent ship-builder at Bucklers Hard.

Lately, droVned, at Aymonie, in Spain, Lieutenant Haiiaek com-

mander of the Basilisk gun- brig.

May 1:>, at Portsea, at an advanced age, Jarqnes Samuel Charrier,

upward* of; years French master at the Uoyul Naval Academy in

I'ufismoulh Dock-yard.
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ib. Lieut. G. M. Mills, 260. M. Whe-
Jin, and Mr. N.Pryno, for desertion, ib.

T. Whittle, for robbing a shipmate, ib.

Capt. J. Walton, for the loss of the

Amethyst, ib. Capt. R. Lawson, and
Lieut. W. lien dry, for unofticer-like

conduct, 349. Capt. Lord W. Fitzroy,
ib. Two marines of the Zealous, ib.

Lieut. J. Tullidge, for die loss of the

At'iicuine, 421. "Mr. J.Wilkinson, for

disorderly conduct, 422. Lieut. E. Ross,
for disrespect to his cuptain, ib. Lieut.
B. Keily, for beating a seaman, ib. Mr.
W. Smyttan, for neglect of duty, ib. J.

Burrowes, for desertion, ib. Mr. W.
Morgan, and Lieut. B. J. Bray, for

drunkenness, ib.

Cotes, Admiral Thomas, account of, 442.

Cruise, extraordinary, 24.

D.

Danes, uncommon gallantry of two, 129.

DOUGLAS, Captain. Sir As DREW S.VAPE,
memoir of, 353. Goes to seu with his

uncle, C'apt. A. Hamond, in the Are-

thu-i.i, ib. Sent to the West Indies,
A\ith Lord Gardner, ib. Serves in the

Roebuck) in America, 354. Made
lieutenant, and master and commander,
in the Germain, ib. Narrative of the

fcervicesof, by himself, in a letter to Sir

A. Hamond, ib. Made post captain in

the Providence ; and successively com-
mands the Roebuck, and the Chatham,
ib. Takes a number of prizes ; goes on

half-pay ; and commands the South-

ampton, in the Mediterranean, 355.

Ordered to England, returns to the Me-

diterranean, serves in the Channel, aad

receives the King and Royal Family on

hoard the Southampton, in Plymouth
Sound, ih. Appointed, successively, to

the Goliath, Alcidc, and Phaeton, '.'50.

Letters of, to Sir A. Ihnnond, ib. Cap-
tures la Prompte, and is appointed to

the Queen Charlotte, 358. Farther

letters of, to Sir A. Hamond, 359. Fac-

simile of the hand-writing of, SGI.

Wounded, in the action of the 1st o!

June, 1794, 3(32. Narrative of the

services of, in Lord Bridport's action, o!

June 23, 1795, 303. Reception of, by
Lord Criuport, 3G9. Farther letters of.

to Sir A. Hamond, 371. Disappoint-
ment of, respecting a baronetcy, 373.

Sentiments of, respecting tiie defence of

the country against invasion, 374, Se-

vere illness and deaih of, 378, 379.
Character of, by an old post captain,
331. Partiality of the King to, 582.

Dowers, Governor, letter from, to the

Transport Board, 208.

E.

Elizabeth, lossoftlie, 148.

Entreprenant, action of the, with four
French vessels, 134.

Esquirques, description and dangers of the,
294.

Etna, Mount, view and description of, 218.

Etpeditions, American, 19.

F.

Fane, Capt. anecdote of, 199.

Farquhar, Governor, Capt. Rowley's letter
of thanks to, 200.

Figueras, fall of, ,'>(>,">.

Fishes, poisonous, remarks on, 207.

FORBES, Admiral the Hon. JOHN, portrait
and memoir of, 265. Account of t!^e

professional services of the father of, ib.

Educated under Sir J. Norris, 2GG.
made post captain in the Po;>lc, ib.

Commands the Port -JMahon, Severn,
Tyger, ni'd Guernsey, ib. Distinguishes
himself whilst commanding the Norfolk,
in the action off Touion, in 1744, 2G7.
Various services of, in the Mediterra-

nean, 2(38. Promoted to a flag, and
made a Lord of the Admiralty, ib. Rea-
son of, for refusing to sign the death
warrant a-jainst Admiral Kvng, 269.

Resigns his sent at the Admiralty

Boar;!, 270. Re-appointed, made Ge-
neral of Marines, and Admiral of the

Floct, 271. Honourable conduct of, ib.

Character of, from the European Ma-
gazine, 272. Death and heraldic par-
ticulars of, ib.

Fonr.FSr, Captain Arthur, portait and
memoir of, 441. Serves as lieutenant

in the Carthagena expedition, ih. Made
pst captain in the Wgcr, and ta';cs a

Spanish privateer, 413. Goes '. > the

West Indies, in the Augusta, and
,
arti-

cularly distinguishes himself in an en-

gagement with the French squaiiro . nn-

;ler Kersamt, ib. Captures a numerous
and valuable French convoy, 446 Comes
to England, is appointed to the Centaur,
returns to Jamaica, and takes tiie chief

command, 447. Appointed a second

time to the chief c-jmniand at Jamaica,
ib. Standing orders of, to ihe ships of

his squadron, ib. Fac simile of the

hand-writing of, 450. Deiuli and he-

raldic particulars of, ih.

Fortunee, unfortunate aiExirs between the

boats of the, arid a French privateer, 250,

Fox, condemnation of the, 502.

Frio, Cape, latitude of, 413.

G.

George, Sir R. v. Taylor, 421.
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Gobiten, loss of the, 400.

Goodall, Capt. v. Christophe, 420.

Gowcr, Admiral Sir Erasmus, addenda to

the biographical memoir of. 452.

Grainger's History of England, biographi-
cal extracts from, 39-1.

II.

llalf-pay Officers, distress of, 30, 136,

214/288.
Hamelin, Capt. atrocious conduct of, 197.

Proceedings of the squadron of, in the

Indian Sea?. 279. Descent of, on T:ip-

panooly, 386.

Ileallh, official communication respecting
the King's, 322.

Hill, Capt. eenerous conduct of, 5.

Honour, aftair of, between Capt. Clark-

son and Mr. Grant, 385.

Ilostc, Captain, gallant action of, in the

Adriatic* 423, 429.

Houndworthj John, miraculous escape of,

26.

Uon-e, Lord, proceedings of the fleet of,

nftcr the action of the 1st of.June, 179 ,j
}

:<l>3. Letter of, to Captain Sir A. S.

Douglas, 369.

Hoy lake life boat, loss of the, 23.

HyrKocRAPHV, 4(5, 137, 222, 294, 413.

474.
I.

Ichthyology, Hibernian, -161.

Indian Seas, Frencli documents respecting
naval operations in the, 234.

Inebriety, remarkable instance o f
, 281.

Inglis (-side White.)

JXMA.V, Captain HENRY, portrait and

memoir of, 1. Serves in the Barflcur,

and the Lark, ib. Made lieutenant, and

serves in the Camel, the Santa Monica,
and the Yillc do Paris, 2. Exposed to

dreadful hardships in the Hector, i!>.

Chaired through the streets of New-
foundland, 6. Attacked by a fever, ib.

Serves in the Lntona, and commands the

Pigmy, ib. Marries Miss Dalhy, 7.

1\Iane post, and commands I'Aurore, oil

Toulon, ib. Sails to Corsica and Mal-

ta, and quells an insurrection of the pri-
soners on board 1'Aurorc, 8. Com-
mands the St. Fiorc-nzo, Romr.cy, Lion,

and Espion, 9. Serves in the Uclli-

qucux, during the mutiny at the Nore,
10. Appointed to the Kamillies, ib.

Iternoved into the Andromeda, 11.

Brings off part of the Duke of York's

army from Holland, ib. Commands a

squadron in the vicinity of the Elite, and

ofFDunkirk. ib. Curs out, and destroys

part of the Dunkirk squadron, 12. Ap-
pointed to la DesirC-e, and sails in the

i 'openhngf n expedition of 1801, 13.

Retires from active service, during the

peace of Amiens, 15. Commands, the

l.'trccht, and the triumph, ib.

off Roche fort, and in Admiral Calder'-

netion with the Krest fleet, 16. Sails

wiih Sir R. Strachan, on a cruise off the

Western Isles, 18. Commands the Sea

I'pncibles, at Lynn, ib. Sails for Ma-
dras, in the Clorinde, as resident com-
missioner, ib. Death and heraldic par-
ticulars of, ib.

J.

John and June, loss of the, 296.

K.
Keith's reef, description of, 294.

Krcrgaron, Le Cornte de, account of, 23f>.

L.

Toadies Diary, nautical query from the, 31.

L.u OUKY, Admiral Sir JOHN", memoir of,

17i". Made lieutenant and comman-
der, ib. Commands the Hunter loop,
in the Louibbrjurg expedition of 17.

r
;8. ib.

Pariiculu, s of the gallantry of, in board-

ing la Prudente, 178. Made post cap-
tain in the Echo, 180. Returns to

England, ib. Commands the Pidlns,
and the Occa:i, iK Serves in Keppel's
action oil Brest, in 1778, ib. Appointed
nuval commissioner at Antigua, 181.

Also at Plymouth, j"2. Promoter! to

a fla2, m*ide a baronet, and appointed
rummandcr-in-chicf on the Leeward
L!;i:id station, ii>. Re-turns to Knghnri,
I-:}. Again appointed to the chief,

command at the Leeward Island-, ii-

Direi f-> l\ >.-.. expeditio:i against Dcme-
r-irn, &:c. lt]4. Returns to J-'.ngland in

the Majestic, 185. Dcatii and funeral

of, ii>. Charnock's character of, 186.

Heraldic particulars of, Io7.

Lark, lo.-.s of the, 213.

Lawless, Capt. I', -notion for a criminal

information a^aint, J '.'*'*>.

Letter to the Editor, inclosing one to the

First Lord of the Admiralty, respecting
naval uniform, 28.

to the same, on the distress of half-

pay oniccr-, :
;

o, ];:<i. :1 1, 288.
to the same, respecting an invasion

from the coast of Norway, 30.

to the same, with a query from the.

Ladles Dinrij, 31.

to the same, suggesting the abolition

.
of lime-kilns, on the sea coast, to pic-
vcnt shipwreck, 31.

to the same, respecting the depre-
dations of French privateers, 32, 44,
135, 203, 281, 291.

to the sa;ne, on the issue of slops, 34.
to the sumo, \\ith an inclosnre from

(
'a; t;i:n (iordon to tl'.c 1 rantport lloM-d,

with an account of his action with a

French privateer, 35.

to the tame, with extract? from the

poe-m of the /.itcicnt Planner, and Cap-
tain Shelvocke's Voyage, 37.

,
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scenery, from Price on the Picturesque,
43.

to the same, suggesting an improve-
ment with respect to convoys, 135.

to the same, recommending perma-
nent rank to he given to pursers in the

navy, 202, 466.

to the same, on the loss of the bag-
gage of naval officers, 204.

- to the same, with remarks on Cap-
tain Tomlmson's case, 200.

to the same, with an inclosure from
Mr. D. Rowland, on poisonous fishes,

207.

to the same, with an extract of a
letter from Governor Dowers, to the

Transport Baard, '203.

to the same, en an exploit per-
formed hy II. M.S. Rainbow, 209.

to the same, on llie lute attack of the

Isle of Aix, 211.

to the same, with an account of the
loss of II.M.S. Lark, 213.

' to the same, on the cruelty of the

Jews of Mogadore, 282.

to the same, with an account of a
naval action in 1743, 284.

to the same, on the naval establish-

ment at Northtleet, 28<j.

to the same, with a computation on
the number of ships, lost and captured,
from 1795 to 179T, 239.

to the same, illustrating the memoir
of Admiral Russell, 289.

to the same, with an abstract of a

letter from Sir Edward Spragsje, 292.
to the same, with official communi-

cations from Commodore Owen, and

Captain Keith Maxwell, descriptive of

an engagement xvith the French flotilla,

off Boulogne, in 1305, 388.

to the same, with directions to the

traders to South America, 393.

to the same, respecting the death of

Lieutenant Tryon, 394.
- to the same, with biographical

extracts from Grainger's History of

England, 394.
" - to the same, .with an official letter

from. Captain F. Stanfrll, of the Scor-

pion, respecting the capture of 1'Oreste,
461.

to the same, on the disrating of mid-

shipmen, 462.

to the same, on the practice of man-

ning the yards, 465.

to the same, on the shipwreck of St.

Paul, 4f3.

to the same, with historical extracts

respecting the boatswain's whistle, 473.

Lite- boat, lloylake, loss of the, 23.

Lime Kilns, the abolition of, proposed,
31.

L'Isle de la Passe, naval proceedings at.

72, 157, 159.

M.
Madras, view and description of the Naval

Hospital at, 57.

Manby, Captain, account of the experi-
ments of 437.

MARINE L.uv, 349, 419, 493.

Marlborongh, action of the with a French

privateer, 277.

Most, description of a hollow iron, 221.
-Mauritius, Map and description of the, 144,.

Capture of the, 164, 254.

Maxwell, Captain K. letter from, respect-
ing an engagement with the Boulogne
flotilla, 390.

Mediterranean, French ships in the, 425.

Midshipmen, remarks on the disrating of,
462.

Minotaur, loss of the, 56.

Mogadore, cruelty of the, Jews of, 282.

NAVAL ANECDOTES, COMMERCIAL

RFCOLLECTIOXS, &c. 19, 129, 188, 275,
382, 453.

Architecture, 01, 479.
Naval events, Chronological sketch of, for

1810, 51.

HISTORY OF THE YEAR, 1811,

68, 153, 248, 335, 423, 50J.

LITERATURE. Clarke's Travels,
133. Patcon's Natural Defence of an

Insular Empire, 323, 488. Clarke a;iU

M'Arthur's Life of Lord Nelson, 413.

POETRY. Extract from thc/Eneao
1

.

with Pitt's translation, 61, 62. Tale oi

Ivar, Prince of Denmark, 61. Hymn of

the Maltese Mariners, 67. Translation

from Horace, 68. To the memory of
Lieutenant Tryon, 151. Geographical
Rebus, 153. Lines to the memory of

Capt. Corbet, 245. Parody on Shaks-

peare's Seven Ages, 217. The Voyage,
329. Stanzas on the death of Admiral

W. IL Kelly, 416. Epigram on the

engagement between the Bellona and

Vestal, 417. The Slave Broker, 417.

The Creole, 418. Lines to the Author
of the Lay of the Last Minstrel, 41?>.

CU'e, by Cyrus Redding, 496. Transla-

tion from Virgil, 497.

STATE PAPERS, 238, 242, SO",

322, 406.

Nelson, Lwrd, remark of a sailor, on the

statue uf, 129. Dublin commemoration

of, 276. Natural profile of, 327. M<~-

nument to the memory of, in Guildhall,

382.

Northfteet, naval establishment at, 286.

Norway, on the probability of an invasion

from the coast of, 30.

Nymphe, loss of the, 5 1,
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Orlnance expenses, 3(3.

Oreste, capture of the, 461.

Ourry, Capt. P. II. account of, 181.

Owen, Commodore, public letter from,

respecting an engagement with the

Boulogne flotilla, 389.
P.

Pallas, loss of the, 54.

Tandora, loss of the, 399.

PARLIAMENT, proceedings in, 15.3, 251.

Parthian, accident on board the, 386.

Paul, St. discussion on the shipwreck of,

468.

Penang Statistics, 277.

Peyrouse, papers relating to, ISO.

Piedmontaise, action of the, with a fleet of

Malay prows, 278.

Police, St. Helena, 275.

Porto Praya, view and description of, 233.

Portugal, treaty of friendship and alliance

with, 238. Convention for the arrange-
ments of packets with, 212. Treaty of

amity, commerce, and navigation with,
307.

Preferment, naval church, 455.

Price, on the Picturesque, extract from the

work of, 43.

Prisoners of war, French, 460.

Privateers, French, remaiks on the depre-
dations of, 32, 44, 135, 203, 231,291.

Prompte, la, principal dimensions of, 358.

Proselytism, colonial danger from, 277.

1'ulteney, the, action of, with two Sp.iaisli

xebecs, in 1743, 235.

Pursers, improper appointments of, 202,
466.

R.

Rainbow, II. M.S. exploit of, 209.

Raleigh, Sir \V. anecdote of, 461.

Regency jeu d'esprit, 129.

Rennel, Major, observations by, on the

effects of westerly winds in the'British

Channel, 45*.

Rocks, ledge of, in the Atlantic Ocean,
222.

Rodney, Admiral Lord, portrait and addi-

tioir.il particulars respecting, 400.

Rodriguez, account of the island of, 231.

Rojcoramon, Karldom of, 2T7.

Russell, Admiral, illustration of the me-
moir of, 289.

S.

Sitltcoats, improvement of the harbour of,

365.
San Juan Principe, loss of the, 215.

!i, los of the, 217.

Satellite, loss of the, MS.
NCKXFHV, MAHINF,. remarks on, 43.

. Vcr.ture, loss of the. 19.

>t-ko, Ciipt. extract* from the voyage
of, SK.

Sb:js. Ih-itisb, lot. taken, or destroyed.

in 1810, 223. French, ditto, 225.

French, iu the Mediterranean, 425,

British, dimensions of, 479.

SHIPWRECK. Of the Pallas and Nvmphe,
54. The Minotaur, 56. The Satellite,

148. The Elizabeth, ib. The Sun Juan

Principe, 215. The Aurora, 2IC. The

Sarah, 217. A sloop, name unknown,
217. The Amethyst, 295. The John
and Jane, 296. The Charles, 299.

The Pandora, 399. The Gobitcn, 400.

The Cecilia, 400.

Shoal, a dangerous, in the Southern Ocean,
137.

Shortland, Capt. anecdote of the dog of,

197.

Slave Trade, trial respecting the, 419.

Slops, remarks on the improper issue of, 3 1,

Sounder, description of a self-acting, 2'M.

Sprajge, Sir Edward, official letter of,

292.

Stanfell, Capt. F. official letter of, respect-

ing the capture of L'Oreste, 46 1 .

St. George, illness of the crew of the

386.

Strangford, Lord, fac-simile of the hand-

writing of, 320.

Sweden, proclamation of war by, 406.

Tappanooly, descent on, 386.

Taylor (vide George.)

Thetis, capture of the, 459.

Tides, High, 385.

TOMUNSOX, Captain ^Nicholas, portrait
and memoir of, 89. Family particulars

rr^pecting, ih. Enters the -crvicc in the

Resolution, ib. Removed into the The-

tis, 9.0. Serves as aide-de-camp to

Comm. Luttrell, in the Charon, at the

siege of Omoa, ib. Taken pri-.oner at

York Town, returns to England, made
lieutenant in the Bristol, urul goes to the

Kast Indies, ib. Nearly loses his life, by
the explosion of the Duke of Athol, East
India ship, 91. Commands tlie Savage

sloop, and preserves the lives of Mr.

Campbell and a fisherman, ib. Em-

ployed on the impress service, at

Grccnock, ib. Commands a Russian
line-of-batile ship, ib. Serves in the

Rcgulus, and commands the Pelter, gnu-
vessel, 92. Obliged to put into Dart-

mouth, to refit, 93. Serves in the Glory
and Vesuve, ib. Made commander in

the Suffisantc, and makes several cap-

tures, ib. Made po-t captain, 94.

Serves as a volunteer, under Sir H. Par-

ker, in the Baltic, ib. Fits oufthe Lm.i

Hawke, as a private ship of war, and
obtains leave to go to Oporto, ib. Takes
L'Edad de Oro, offends the Admiralty,
by the use of the private signals, and i-

struck otT the li.it jf captains, 95. Me-
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rnorial of, to the King, praying the resto-
ration of his rank, 96. Facsimile of
the hand-writing of, 1 12. Presents a
second memorial to the King, is restored,
and commands the Sea Fencibles, at

Southecd, ib. Suggests a plan for at-

tacking the enemy's ships, in their own
ports, ib. Commands the tire-ships in

the Scheldt expedition, 113. Disap-
pointed in the receipt of the necessary
stores, ib. Assists in the destruction of
the basin, &c. at Flushing, ib. Prose-
cuted by the Navy Board, on a charge of

peculation, when commanding the Pel-

ter, 114. Examined at Bow-street,
and arraigned at the Old Bailey, 115.
Dismissal of the prosecution of, 1 19.

Memorial of, to the Admiralty, to ob-
tain the reimbursement of his expenses,
in defending himself against the prose-
cution, 121. Correspondence of, with
the Secretary of the Admiralty, on the

same subject, 126. Heraldic particulars
of, 128.

, Remarks on the case of, 205.

Tryon, Lieut, death of, 394.

Tuckey, Lieutenant J. II. Maritime and
Commercial Geography of, 130.

Valetta, plan and description of the for-

tress of, 480.
V7euus, capture of the, 169.

Vrow, CorneJia, condemnation of the,
501.

Uniform, Xaval, letter to the First Lord
of the Admiralty, respecting the, 29.

W.
Watson, Capt. Thomas, account of, 441.

Weather, table of the, 323.
White v. Inglis, 421.

Windham, Mr. anecdote of, 451.

Wollaston, Dr. Crooninn lecture of, on

physiology, 57.

Y.

Yards, the, manning of, 465.

GAZETTE LETTERS.

Abercromby, Maj.-Gen. 25?.

Acklom, Capt. G. 71, 74.

Adderley, Capt. A. 259.

Atchison, Capt. A. 429.

Ayscough, Capt. 77.

Baker, Capt. J. 348.

Barrie, Capt. 427.

Barton, Lieut. It. 259.

Berkeley, Adm. G. C. 341.

Bertie, Vice-Adm. A. 159,

166, 169, 170.

Bertram, Capt. C. 427.

Bluett, Capt. 74.

Bourchier, Capt. H. 258.

Brisbane, Capt. 338.

Bullen, Capt. C. 506.

Carrol, Ass. Adj. Gen. 257.

Collier, Capt. Sir G. R. 427.

Cotton, Sir C. 428, 429, 506.

Curtis, Sir R. 75.

Digby, Cape. 155.

Douglas, Capt. J. E. 75.

Downie, Capt. G. 71, 75,
155.

Eyre, Capt. G. 430, 509.

Farquhar, Capt. A. 338.

Ferguson, Capt. 77.

Gedge, Lieut. 155.

Godby, Capt. 338.

Gordon, Capt. C. 164.

, Capt. J. A. 434,507
Grant, Capt. C. 76.

Hallauds, Mr. 342.

Hancock, Capt. 338.

Harvey, Capt. B. 74,

Hawtayne, Capt. 74.

Hornby, Capt. P. 435

Hoste," Capt. W. 431, 432,

433, 435, 436.

fiotham, Capt. II. 71

Keats, Sir R. G. 77, 338
;

339, 340,341, 509.

Loring, Capt. 338.

Lowe, Capt. 507.

Macnamara, Capt. J. 342.

Maitland, Capt. 427.

Maurice, Capt. J. W. .316
:

347.

Moffatt, Mr. J, 433,

Monke, Capt. 77.

Montague, Capt. N. F. 169.

Nicholson, Dep. Adj. Gen.
W. 170, 256, 258.

Otway, Capt. R. W. 428.

Parker, Capt. 342.

Pettct, Lieut. J. B. 71.

Price, Capt. G. 510.

Pyin, Capt. S. 74.

Rogers, Capt. T. 157.

Rowley, Capt. J. 160, 161,

162, 168, 259.

Saumarez, Sir J. 343.

Shield, W. Esq. 71.

Sinclair, Lieut. A. 506".

Stewart, Capt. 77, 349.

Talbot, Capt. 429.

fobin, Capt. 77.

Tucker, Capt. E. 70.

\Valdegrave, the Hon. Capt.
77.

Wliitby, Capt. H. 433, 507,

508," 509.

Williams, Lieut. P, 506.

Ool.XXV.
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ACHESON,
G. A. 84, 173

Adam*, \V. 251

Adainson, J. 84

Addt-rly, A. 351
Aitken, D. 438

Akers, T. 04

Alexander, J. 84

Alexander, Lieut. 458

Allison, Lieut. J. 83

Anderson, Mr. 173, 262

Anderson, J. K. 174

Anderson, Lieut. J. 437
Anderson. R. 439, 512

Andrews, Lieut. G. 11. 172

Aplin, tl. 351
Archer Lieut. T. 261

An;uimb;uj, Lieut. J. 511

Arnold, J. 83, 173

Arnot, J. 262

Arthur, \V. 173

Atkins, Capt. D. 171

Austen, Capt. F. VV. 83

Austin, Capt. C. 436
Austin, Capt. F. 511

Bacon, R. 512

Bajpie, Lieut. G. 261

Bain!, D. 173

Baillie, II. 173

Baker, Lieut. 3oO, 551,457
Balhetchet, Lieut. VV. 438

B.irker, Lieur ; G. A. 438

Bar!ov,Sir R. 173

Birne.s, 11. 84

Barrett, Lieut. 2fil

Bartholomew, Lieut. 511

Bait.w, Lieut. R. C. 512

B.issct, Lieut. J. 172

Bateman, R. 513

Bates, II. A. 351

Bates, \V. A. 512

Bathurst, Capt. VV. 1 72

Bnyley, Lieut. 172

Beaufort, Capt. F. 330

Beaumont, Lieut. F. -137

Uecket, Lieut. J. 437

Beckett, Lieut. W. b3

Ik-er, C. 512

Brock, Lieut. II. F. 350

Bell, W. 351

Bell, R. 439

Bell, Capt. 511

ikllurby, J, 351

Bindyshc, J, 438
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