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NEW and GENERAL

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY,

BAART (Peter), a latin and flemifh poet, is the author of x

poem in confiderable repute, intituled, La pratique des

laboureurs de Frife, or Flemifh Georgics. The people of that

country compare him to Virgil : but foreigners, without difpa-

ragement to Baart, place him fomewhat below the Mantuan.

He likewife is author of the poem, Le Triton de Frife. He
was alfo a phyfician. We are ignorant of the year of his death.

BABAKOUSCHI, furname or title of Abdalrahman Moft-

hafa, mufti of the city of Caffa in phe Taurida, who died in the

year 783 of the hegira. He i§ author of the book intituled^

Anis al moluk, the friend and the favourite of princes, in which

he treats of politics. There is another Babakoufchi, who is faid

to have died in 974, author of the book intituled, B^oftan al

ichakaik, The garden of anemones; which is nothing but moral

effays. This author is perhaps the fame with the foregoing ; fof

he is alfo ftyled mufti of Caffa, and there may be a miflake in the

dates of the hegira. V
BABINGTGN (Gervase), wasboVi in Nottinghamfhire, and

educated at Trinity college in Cambndge*of which he became
fellow : he took a doctor's degree in divinrl^and was appointed

domeftic chaplain to Henry earj^f Pemljoke prefident of the

council in the Marches of Wales/** By his. intereft he became
treafurer of the church of Landaff, prebendary of Wellington in

the cathedral of Hereford; and, 111^1591, was advanced to the

bifhopric of Landaff. In 1594, he was tranflated to the fee of

Kxeter \ and, in 1597, to that of Worcefler : he was likewife

made one of the queen's council for the Marches of Wales. To
£he library of his cathedral at Worceftafc tip was a very great be-
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2 B A C H E L I E R.

nefa&or, not only repairing the edifice, but alfo bequeathing to it

all his books, a gift of conliderable value. He died of the jaun-

dice, May 17, i6io[a],
BACAI, the furname of Borhaneddin Ibrahim ben Omar, who

died in the year of the hegira 885. He is author of feveral con-

siderable works, the chief of which are : 1. Nadhm al dorar, The
firing of pearls, a commentary on the koran, which he compofed
in the year of the hegira 875. 2. Beian al egma a la men aleg-

tema, &c. a treatile in which he maintains that concerts and
mufical afTembiies are forbidden by the mufulman law. 3. Adab
u akoval al hocama al kadimah, a differtatiou on the manners and
maxims of the ancient philofophers. 4. Bahat fi elm al helliib,

&c. a treatife on the art of divination by numbers. 5. Anarat al

fekr, The praifes of poverty. 6. Euba al gomr, &c. The hiftory

of illuftrious men.
BACALANI, the furname of an Abubecre who is author of

a book intituled, Egiaz al koran, Of the matters difficult to be

underftood and explained that are found in the koran.

BACCALAR Y SANNA (Vincent), marquis of St. Philip,

acquired much reputation by feveral important employments
under Charles II. and Philip V. kings of Spain, in the illand of

Sardinia, his native place. Died at Madrid in 1726. .iTi^Mq^i
narchy cf the Hebrews has been tranllated iii^o fnydfc, 4 vels.**

i2mo, as well as his Memoirs of Philip V. 4'vjis. i2mo."

BACCALI, the furname of Abul Fadhl Mohammed ben Caf-

fem al Khovarezmi, to whom the Mohammedans give the title

of Zein al Mefch&ikh, The Ornament of the Sheiks or Doctors ;

he died in the year of the hegira 562. We have by him the fol-

lowing books: 1. Adkhar ailalavat, a tract on the prayer of the

mufulmans. 2. Eftekhar al Arab •, Of the glory and excellence

of the Arabs. He is alfo furnamed Zeideddin, and fome authors

place his death in the year 573 of the hegira. j
BACCIO (Andreas), a celebrated phyfician, who flourifhed

at the end of the xvith century. He was born near Ancona, be-

came profeilbr of medicine at Rome, and was firft phyfician to

pope Sixtus V. He was the author of fome very curious and
learned works, printed at Rome: as, I. De Venenis et Antidotis.

2. De Gemrnis ac Lapidibus pvetiofis. 3. De naturali Vinorum
Hiftoria. 4. De Themis. We know not when he died.

BACHELIER (Nicholas), of Thouloufe, originally from

£a] His writings were printed at firft in onomy. As alfo an Exposition upon the

quarto; then, with additions, in (olio, in Creed, the Commandments, the Lord's

i6rq -
. and -gain in tdyj, under this title: Prayer; with a Conference betwixt Man's

«' The Works of (he right reverend Father Frailty and Faith. And three Sermons,

in God, Gervafe Babingten, late bifhop of With alphabetical tables of the principal

Worceiler ; containing comfortable notes matters of each feveral work." Biogr.

upon the five books of Mofes, viz. Genefis, Brit;

txodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuier-

5 Lucca,



B A C I C I. 3

Lucca, ftudied fculptute and architecture at Rome under Mi-
chael Angelo. On returning to his native country, he intro-

duced a true tafte in thofe arts, inftead of the gothic manner
which hud till then prevailed. His works in fcuiptui^pPit it 111

fubfifl in feveral churches of that city, always excite &jjWriration,

though fume of them have fince been gilt, which has deprived

them of that grace and delicacy which Bachelier hatfgiven them.

He was tllil exercifing his art in 1553.
BACHINI (Be.rnardine), a comlderable Italian author,

was born at Borgo San Domino, Aug. 31, 1 65 1 . He was of

the benedictine order, and preached with fuccefs in Italy ; but
the weaknefs of his conftitution obliged him to renounce the

pulpit, and he refigned himfelf up to ftudy and retirement. The
world is indebted to him for many learned latin and italian

works, the molt considerable of which are, A literary journal from
16S6 to ; 6e>}, 9 vols. 4to. De uftrorum figuris ac differentia,

Bologna, 4to. 1691, reprinted with Tollius's notes, at Utrecht,

4to. 1696, &c. He diad'at Bologna, .Sept. t, 1721, aged 70.

BACCHYLIDE^, tha- greek lyric pcet, was born at Julis, a

town in the ifle of Ceos. He wrote the Apodemics, or the travels

of a deity. The emperor Julian was a great admirer of his writ-

ings, and Hiero the Syracufan preferred him to Pindar. He
flourifhed 4 c;; B. C. and was the iali of the nine lyric^oets fo

famous in Greece. There are fome fragments of, his Still in

being. ^
BACICI (John Baptist Gauli), furnamed the Painter, born

at Genoa in 1630, went to Rome about his 14th year, where he
placed himfelf with a dealer in pictures, at whofe houfe he had
frequent opportunities of feeing Bernini ; of whom he received

good counfels in his art and affiftances in his fortune. His firit

eflays were ftrokes of a mafterly pencil. Bacici was thencefor-

ward employed in capital works ; among others the cupola of

Jefus at Rome, a grand and complicated performance, which it

is impoflible fufheiently to admire. But Bacici's chief excel-

lence lay in portrait-painting. He drew that of a man who had
been dead twenty years. He began by chalking out a head from
his own imagination ; then, retouching his work by little and
little, according to the fuggeftions of thofe who had feen the

perfon while alive, he at length f 'cceeded in finifhing a portrait

acknowledged to be a complete reiemblance. Bacici painted

with fo much eafe, that his hand, in fome fort, kept pace with
the impetuofity of his genius. His ideas were great arid bold,

fometimes fantastical ; his figures have an aftoniihing relief. He
was a good colourilt, and excellent in forefhortening. He is re-

proached with much incorrettnefs in his drawing, and a bad tafte

in his draperies. Neverthelefs his works are much efteemed.

Bacici was fpirited and gay in his converfation. But his

B 2 pamonate



4 BACON.
pa (lion ate and hafty temper clouded his days with forrow. Far-
ing one day given his fon a flap on the face in prefence of his

companions, the youth; (lung with the affront, went and threw
himfelf into the liber. The father was inconfolable at his lofs;

infomuch that he neglecled for fome time the exercife of his

art. The defigns of this mafter are full of animation, evincing

at the fame time great lightnefs and grace. Bacici died \i\

1709. -

BACKER (James), a dutch painter, who excelled in por-

traits. He died in 1641. There have been other painters of

the fame name.
BACON (Robert), an englifh friar of the order of preachers 2

famous for his opposition to Peter de Rupibus, bifnop of "\Vin-

chefter, who in his time governed Henry III. and his council.

Bacon was born about 116S, and ftudied at Oxford, where he
afterwards read divinity lectures. He vifited the feminaries of

learning at Paris, and in 1233 he was made treafurer of the ca-

thedral of Salifbury. He read in conjunction with the famous
Richard Fifhekel, in St. Edward's fchool. He wrote the life of

St. Edmund archbp. of Canterbury, and fome other fmall pieces,

Died in 1248, and was buried at Oxford.

BACON (Roger), a learned monk of the francifcan order,

was defcended of an ancient family, and born near Ilchefter in

Somerfetfhire, in the year 1214. Jle received the firft tinclure

of learning at Oxford, from whence he went to the univerfity of

Paris, at that time much frequented by the Englifh. Having
been admitted to the degree of doclor, he came back to Eng-
land, and took the habit of the francifcan order in 1 240, when
he was about twenty-fix years of age ; but according to others he
became a monk before he left France. After his return he was
confidered as a mod able and indefatigable enquirer after know-
ledge by the greatefl men of that univerfity, who generouily

contributed to defray the expences of advancing fcience by ex-»

periments, the method which he had determined to follow. His
difcoveries were little underflood by the generality of mankind ;

and becaufe by the help of mathematical knowledge he perform*

ed things above common underftandings, he was fufpe&ed of
magic. He was periecuted particularly by his own fraternity, fo

that they would not receive his works into their library, and at

lait had intereft enough, fays Dr. Freind [b], with the general of

their order to get him imprifoned ; fo that, as he confeffes him-
felf, he had reafon to repent of his having taken fuch pains in the

arts and fciences. Bacon was pofieifed with the notion of judi-

ciary aitrology. He imagined, that the ftars had a great influ-*

ence upon human affairs , and that by their means future events

f *J Hift. tf Pbyfic, p. 243,

might



BACON, 5

rnignt be foretold. This, according to Dr. Jebb, making thfe

friars of his order to confider him as a perfon engaged in un-=-

lawful arts, occafioned his imprifonment [c]. At the particular

defire of pope Clement IV. Bacon collected together and en-

larged his feveral pieces, and fent them to him in 1267. This
collection, which is the fame that himfelf intituled Opus majus,

or his Great Work, is Mill extant f_o]. Dr. Jebb, the learned

editor, tells us, that Bacon feems to have propofed in it princi-

pally two things : either by laying down a good fcheme of phi-

lofophy to excite the pope to reform the errors that had crept

into the church ; or, if he could not effect this, to piopofe fuch

expedients as would break the power of antichrift, and retard

his progrefs. For he appears to have been firmly perfuaded that

the church would foon be reformed, either by means of the pope

himfelf, who was a man of integrity, or becaufe the exorbitant

dominion of antichrift would become obnoxious to mankind, and

fo fall to deftruetion.

When Bacon had been ten years in prifon, Jerom d'Afcoli,

general of his order, who had condemned his doctrine, was

chofen pope, and a{fumed the name of Nicholas IV. As he was
reputed a perfon of great abilities, and one who had turned his

thoughts to philofophical ftudies, Bacon refolved to apply to him
for his difcharge •, and in order to ihew both the innocence and

the ufefulnefs of his ftudies, addrefled to him a treatife " On the

means of avoiding the infirmities of old age [e].
:

' What effect

<this treatife had on the pope does not appear: but, towards the

latter end of his reign, Bacon, by the interpofition of fome no*

blemen, obtained his releafe, and returned to Oxford ; where he

fpent the remainder of his days in peace, and died in the college

[c] The ingenious author of Bacon's life [d] In a beautiful folio, neatly and ac-

sn the Biogr. Brit, thinks there is great rea- curately printed by Mr. Sawyer, in i -3 },

fon to believe, that though his application under the title of " Fratris Rogeri Bacon

to the occult fciences was the pretended, ordinis minorum Opus majus ad Clemen-
yet the true caufc of his ill ufage was the tem qu.ntum poruiricem Romanum : eic

freedom with which he had treated the MS. codice Dublinienfi, cam aliis quibuf.

clergy in his writings; in which he fpared dam collato."

neither their ignorance, nor their want of [e] Dr. Richard Browne, who efteemed

morals (Epift. ad Clement. IV.). Be.fides, it one of the beft performances that ever

riis intimacy with bifhop Grofted, who had was written, tranflued it into englifli, under

gone fo far as to reprove pope Innocent IV. the title ©f "" The cure of old age Md pre>-

iiy letter, and was faid to have made no fervation of youth ; fhewing how to cure

fcruple of declaring to thofe with whom he apd keep off the accidents of^old age, and

was intimate, that in hisjudgment the pope how to preferve the youth, ibeivjth, and

was antichrift, (Mat. Paris, Hift. Angl. beauty of the body, and the fenfes, and all

p. 875.) muft naturally bring upon him the the 'faculties of both body and mind : by

hatred of a great part of the clergy ; more that great mathematician and phyfician

efpecially fmce his zeal led him to follow Roger Bacon, a francifcan friar." Lond.

the practice, as well as the opinion, of his 16?-;, 8vo. He added notes upon every

patron, by writing freely to the pope about chapter of this work, and explains the

the necellity of a reformation. (MS. Cot- phral'es by which our author concealed his

fom. Tiber. C ;. fol. .3.) fecret medicines.

B 3 «*



6 BACON.
of his order on the nth of June 1294 fp].

tc He was," fay*

Dr. Peter Shaw [g], " beyond all companion, the greatett man
of his time \ and might perhaps ftand in competition with the

greateft that have appeared iince. It is wonderful, confidering

the ignorant age in which he lived, how he came by fuch a depth

of knowledge on all fubjects. His 'writings are compoied with

that elegance, conciienels, and ftrength, and adorned with fuch

juft and exquifite obfervations on nature, that, among all the

chernifts, we do not know his equal. He writ many treatifes,

fome of which are loft or locked up in private libraries. What
relate to chemiitry, are chiefly two fmall pieces wrote at Cxford,

which are now in print, and the manufcripts to be feen in the

public library of Leyden, having been carried thither among
Voffius'd manufcripts from England. In thefe he attempts to

fhew how imperfect metals may be ripened into perfect ones.

He adopts Geber's notion, that mercury is the common bafis of

all metals, and fulphur the cement ; and fhews that it is by a

gradual depuration of the mercurial matter, and the acceffion of

a fubile fulphur, that nature produces gold ; and that if, during

the .
procefs, any other third matter happens to intervene befide

the mercury and fulphur, fome other baler metal will arife ; fo

that if we could but imitate nature's method, we might change

other metals into gold. Having compared (fays the fame inge-

nious writer) feveral of friar Bacon's operations with the modern
experiments of Mr. Homberg, made by direction of that curious

prince the duke of Orleans, we judge that .bacon has defcribed

fome of the very things which Homberg publifhes as new dif-

coveries. Thus, for inftance, Bacon teaches exprefsly, that if

a pure fulphur be united with mercury, it will produce gold :

on which very principle Mr. Homberg has made many experi-

ments for the production of gold, defcribed in the " Memoires

de l'Academie des Sciences, am 1705." His other phyfieal writ-

ings fhew no lefs genius and force of mind. In his treatife

tl Of the fecret works of art and nature," he fhews that a perfon

who was perfectly aco^iainted with the manner which nature

obferves in her operations^ would not only be able to rival, but

furpafs her. In another piece, " Of the nullity of magic," he

fhews with great fagacity and penetration, whence the notion

fprung, and how weak all pretences to it are. From a repeated

pcrufal of his works (adds the fame fkilful chemift) we find our

friar was no ftranger to many of the capital difcoveries of the

prefent and paft ages. Gunpowder he certainly knew; thunder

and lightning, he tells us, may he produced by art ; for that ful-

phur, nitre, and charcoal, which when feparate have no fenlible

[f] Dr Jcbb jives us this date in his fo] Boeihaave'sCheitiiftry, vol.i. p. 28,
reface. Biog. lirit. in the note.

effect,,
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£fFect, yet when mixed together in due proportion, and clofely

confined and fired, they yield a loud report. A more precile

defcription of gunpowder cannot be given in words ; and yet a
jefuit, Barthol. Schwartz, fome ages after, has had the glory of
the difcovery. He likewife mentions a fort cf inextinguifhable
fire prepared by art; which (hews he was not unacquainted with
phofphorus : and that he had a notion of the rarefaction of the
air, and the ftructure of an air-pump, is pad Contradiction."

Dr. Freind [h] afcribes the honour of introducing chemiitry into

Europe to Bacon, who, he obferves, fpeaks in fome part or other
of his works, of almoft every operation now ufed in chemiftry,
and defcribes the method of making tinctures and elixirs. " He
was the miracle," fays Freind, " of the age he lived in, and the
grenteft genius perhaps for mechanical knowledge, which ever
appeared in the world fmce Archimedes. He appears likewife to

have been rnafter of the whole fcience of optics :" he has very
accurately defcribed the ufes of reading-glades, and fhewn the
way of making them. Dr. Freind remarks, that he alfo defcribes

the camera obfeura, and all forts of glades which magnify or di-

miniih any object, bring it nearer to the eye, or remove it further
off. Bacon tells us himfelf, that he had great numbers of burn-
ing-glaffes ; and that there were none ever in ufe among the La-
tins, till his friend Peter de Maharn Curia applied himfelf to the
making of them. That the telefcope was not unknown to him,
is evident from a pah

1

age wherein he fays, that he was able to
form glaffes in fuch a manner, with refpect to our fight and the
objects, that the rays (hall be infracted and reflected wherever we
pleafe, fo that we may fee a thing under what angle we think
proper, either near or at a diftance, and be able to read the fmall-

eft letters at an incredible diftance, and to count the duft and
fand, on account of the greatne'fs of the angle under which we
fee the objects ; and alfo that we fhall fcarce fee the greateft bo-
dies near us, on account of the fmallnefs of the angle under
which we view them [i]. His fkill in aftronomy was amazing:
he difcovered that error which occasioned the reformation of the

calendar ; one of the greateft efforts, according to Dr. Jebb, of
human induitry : and his plan for correcting it was followed by
pope Gregory XIII. with this variation, that Bacon would have
had the correction to begin from the birth of our Saviour,

whereas Gregory's amendment reaches no higher than the nicene
council.

BACON (fir Nicholas), lord keeper of the great feal in the

reign of queen Elizabeth, was defcended of an ancient family in

Suffolk, and born in the year 15 10 [k]. He was educated at

[h] Hift of Phyfic, p. 234. [k] Englifh Baronetage, vol. i. p. z.

£1] Pref. to the Opus majus.

B 4 Corpus



I BACON.
Corpus Chrifti or Bennet college in Cambridge, where he afteri

wards founded fix fcholarfhipsi appropriating three of them td

the fchool which he built at Botefdale, and gave two hundred
pounds towards erecting a new chapel [l]. After leaving col-

lege, he travelled to France, and at his return applied to the ftudy

of the law in Gray's Inn. In 1 537> he was appointed folicitor

of the court of augmentation. He prefented to Henry VIII. a

fcheme for a feminary of ftatefmen, by founding a college for the

fludy of the civil law, and the teaching of the latin and frencli

languages in their purity [m]. Young gentlemen of diftinguifhed.

parts, after being fufficiently inftructed in thefe things, were to

be fent abroad with ambafiadors ; whilit others were to write

the hiitory of all embaffies, treaties, and other foreign tranf-

actions, and of all arraignments and public trials at home [n].

This plan was never carried into execution ; but at the diflb-

lution of the monafteries, the king gave its author a grant of fe-

veral manors in Suffolk, to be held in capite by knight's fervicej

and, in 1546, made him attorney of the court of wards.

Upon the accefllon of queen Elizabeth he was knighted ; and
Dr. Heath, archbifhop of York and chancellor of England, re-

fusing to concur with the queen's meafures, the great feal was
taken from him arid delivered to fir Nicholas Bacon, with the

title of lord keepen arid all the powers of a chancellor : thefe no
former lord keeper ever had, being only empowered to put the

Teal to fuch writs or patents as pafted of courfe ; and not to hear

caufes, or prefide in the houfe of lords. His known diflike to

popery, and his favouring for this reafon the title of the houfe of

Suffolk to the crownj rather than that of the queen of Scots,

drew upon him a fufpicion of being concerned in a tract writ-

ten by one Mr. John Hales^ in favour of the Suffolk title ; andj

in confequence thereof, an order from the queen not to appear at

court, or intermeddle in any other public bufinefs than that of

chancery : even the feal would, at the mitigation of the earl of

Leicefter, have been taken from him, and given to fir Anthony
Brown, who had been lord chief jufrice of the common pleas in

queen Mary's time, if this gentleman's religion, which was that

of the church of Rome, would have permitted his accepting of

it. By the intereft of fir William Cecil, who by fome is thought

to have been alfo privy to Hales' s book, fir Nicholas was reftorcd

to the queen's good opinion, and died lamented by her and the

nation on the 2cth of February 1579. He was interred in the

cathedral of St. Paul's, where a monument was erected to him,

which was deftroyed by the fire of London, in 1 666. His fon*

the great Francis Bacon, fays [o], that his father the lord keeper

ft-] Srrype's Annals. [n] Burnet's Hifh of the Reformat.

[mJ Dr. Birch's Mem. of (^Elizabeth, Vol. i. p. 269. Biog. Brit. art. Bacok.
*oi. i. p. 10. [oj Works, vol. i. p. 5 53

.
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BACON; t,

<*ras " a man plain, dire£t, and conftant, without all fineffe and
doublenefs ; and one that was of the mind that a man in his pri-

vate proceedings and eftate, and in the proceedings of ftate,

fhould reft upon the foundnefs and ftrength of his own courfes,

and not upon practice to circumvent others, according to the fen-

tence of Solomon, Firpr'udem advertit ad grejjus fuos ; Jlultus ali-

tem divertit ad dolose iniomuch that the bifhop Of Rofs f_the

fcotch ambafTador, who made the complaint againft him in the

affair of Hales's book], a fubtle and obferving man, faid of him,

that he could faften no words upon him, and that it was impof-

fible to come within him, becaufe he offered no play : and the

queen-mother of France, a very politic princefs, faid of him, that

he fhould have been of the council of Spain, becaufe he defpifed

the occurrents, and refted upon the fir ft plot." He was twice

married; and by his firft wife, Jane, daughter of William Ferne-

ley, of Weit-Creting in Suffolk, efq. he had iifue, I. fir Nicholas

Bacon, his eldeft fon ; i. Nathaniel Bacon, of Stirf key i:i Nor-
folk, efq. 3. Edward Baccn, of Shrubland-hall in Suiloik, efq.

and three daughters. By his fecond wife Anne, one of tlft

daughters of fir Anthony Cook, tutor to king Edward VI. he
had two fons, Anthony and Francis.

BACON (Anne)) a lady diftinguifhed by her piety, virtue,

and learning, was the fecond daughter of fir Anthony Cook, pre-

ceptor to king Edward VI. and was born about the year 1528.

She had a very liberal education, and became eminent for her

fkill in the greek, latin, and kalian languages. She was married

to the above-mentioned fir Nicholas Bacon, by whom fhe had two
fons, Anthony and Francis, whofe diftinguifhed abilities were
greatly improved by the tender care of fo accomplifhed a mother.

She translated, from the Italian into englifh, twenty-five fermous

written by Bernardine Ochine, on predellination and election ;

and, from the latin, bifhop JeweFs Apology for the Church of

England. She furvived her hufband fir Nicholas, and is fup-

pofed to have died about the beginning of the reign of king

James I. at Gorhambury, near St. Alban's.

BACON (Francis), vifcount St. Alban's, and lord high chan-

cellor of England, one of the greateft and moft univerfal geniufes

that any age or country has produced, was fon of fir Nicholas

Bacon lord keeper of the great feal, and born at York-houfe in

the Strand, on the 22d of January 1561. Being thus defcended,

he was early initiated in a court life; and, as he himfelf expreffes

ic, both by family and education, tinged with civil affairs [pj.

His extraordinary parts, even when a child, were fo confpicuous

at court, that the queen would often delight to talk with him ;

end was wont to term him her young lord keeper: one faying of

i|>J Works, vol. iii. p. 5 16. edit 1753. Lloyd's Sta3» Worthies, p S29.

his
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his fhe was particularly pleafcd with ; having afked him his age,

when he was yet a boy, he anfwered her readily, that he was two
years younger than hermajedy's happy reign [qJ. On the 16th
of June 157^, being then in his twelfth year, he was entered of
Trinity college, Cambridge, under Dr. John Whitgift, afterwards
archbifliop of Canterbury. Before he was full fixteen [rJ, he
not only underftood Ariftotle's philofophy, but was even then
come to a diflike of it, upon finding it rather contentious than
ufeful. At this early age his father called him from the tini-

verfity to attend into France the queen's ambaflador, fir Amyas
Pawlet, whofe efteem and confidence he gained to fuch a degree,
that he was foon after charged by him with a commiflion to the
queen, which he executed with great approbation, and returned
again to France to nnifh his travels. During his flay in that

kingdom his father died, without making that feparate provifion,

for him he had intended : which obliging him to think of feme
profefTion for his fubfidence, he applied himfelf, more through
neceffity than choice, to the ftudy of the common law ; and for

that pur-pefe entered himfelf of Gray's Inn [s]. At the age of
twenty-eight he was chofen bv tl lourable fociety for their

lent-reader, and afterwards their double reader. At this time he
appears to have drawn the firft outlines of his grand inftauratipn

of the fciences, in a treatife intituled Temporis partus mafculus,
which is loft. lie now bent his endeavours to obtain fomc ho-
nourable pofl in the government, with a view, as himfelf de-
clares, to procure the greater affiftance to his capacity and in-

duftry in perfecting his philofophical defigns : and lord Burleigh

interefted himfelf fo far in his behalf as to obtain for him, not
without oppofition, the reverfion of the ofhee of regifter to the

ftar-chamber, worth about 1600I. a year ; but it did not fall to

him till near twenty years afterwards [t]. The court and mi-
of queen Elizabeth were, through her whole reign, divided

into two factions : at the head of one were the two Cecils; and
at the head, of the other, firft the earl of Leicefter, and afterwards

the earl of EfTex. The coldnefs which the Cecils (hewed to

Bacon, and the early friendfhip he contracted with EfTex, edu-
cated at the fame college, were probably the firft caufe of his

attachment to this nobleman, whom he confidered, not as the

likelieft perfon to procure his own advancement, but as the fit-

ted perfon to do good to the date [u ]. Sir Robert Cecil in par-

ticular, who bore a mortal hatred to EfTex, and entertained a fe-

cret jealoufy of Bacon on account of his fuperior talents, threw
infurmountable obdacles in his way to preferment, fuggelting

fq_l Rawley'a I-ife of Lord Bacon. tofitlier Fulgentio, Works, vol. iii. p. -4S.

[rJ Rawley's Life of Bacon, p. 5. Ibid, p.516.
Tenifon's Baconiana, p. 18. [t] Rawley.

[sj Rawley. Dn^ii.ile. See his klttr [uj Bacon's Works, vol. i. p. 6c6.

tOj
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to the queen, that he was a fpecuhtive man, whofe head was
filled with philosophical notions, and therefore more likely to

perplex than to forward public bufinefs : hence, the utmolt in-

ter, ft of Eflex, who, with all the warmth of an affectionate friend,

had long follicited his preferment, could not procure for him the

place of attorney or that of folicitor-general to her majefty [xj.

His arxiety on account of the narrownefs of his circumftances,

being increafed by this failure of his expectations of preferment,

had a very bad effect upon his conftitution of body, which was
naturally not firm, raid weakened ftill more by the intemperance

of his night ftudies : his difappointment even funk fo deep into

his fpirit, that he was upon the point of hiding his grief and re-

fentment in fome foreign country [y]. He was diverted from
his purpofe by his friends \ and frequently confidering that he
was not performing his duty whilft he left thofe ftudies unpro-

fecuted by which he might do fervice to mankind, and followed

thofe that depended upon the will of others, he laid afide, for a

time, all further thoughts of rifing in life, and more vigoroufly

profecuted the defign of his Inftauration.

In 1597, he publifhed his Effays, or Counfels [z], a work
which, bydifplaying his uncommon fkill in ail the offices of civil

life, proved of great fervice to his character.

Upon the death of queen Elizabeth, and the acceffion of king

James, his former views returned ; and he made, though not

without difficulty, considerable advances in dignity and prefer-

ment. On the 23d of July 160^, he received the honour of

knighthood : and on the 25th of Auguft 1604, was conftituted

by patent one of the king's learned counfel, with a fee of forty

pounds a year : he had alfo on the fame day a penfion of fixty

pounds a year affigned him for life, in consideration of the ipe-

cial fervices received by the king from him and his brother Mr.
Anthony Bacon [a1.

in 1605 he publifhed a preparative or introduction to his

great work, in a treatife, of the Advancement and Proficiency

of Learning. The general defign of this book was to give a

fummary account of that ftock of knowledge whereof mankind
were pofieffed ; to lay down this knowledge under fuch natural

branches, or fcientifical divifions, as might moft commodioufiy
admit of its farther improvement; to point out its defrciences,

or defiderata; and, laflly, to fhew, by examples, the direct ways
of fupplying thefe deficiences [b]. He, afcer his retirement,

[x] Works, vol. ii- p. 43 -. edit. 17^:. likely to come into the world in print with

[y] Dr. Birch's Mem. of Q. Elizabeth, more imperfe&ions than theauthorthought

[/] The reafon why Mr. Bacon publifli- itjuft to rake upon himfelf.

ed thefe Effays at this time, he tells us in [a] Ducd.tle, vol. ii. p. 438. Rymer,
the dedication of them to his brother Mr. vol. xv. p 556.
Anthony Eacon, was, that many of them [b] Shaw' i Abridgment of Lord Bacon's

had ltole:i abroad in writing, nad were very Works, vol. i. p. 67.

very
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very much enlarged and corrected the original ; and, with th£

afliitance of fome friends, turned the whole into latin fc]. This
is the edition of 1623, and ftands as the firil part to his grand
" Inftauration of the Sciences."

Sir Robert Cecil, now earl of Salifbury, who had oppofed
Bacon's preferment under Elizabeth, feems to have obferved the

fame conduct: in this reign ; and joined with himfelf fir Edward
Coke, the king's attorney-general, who was jealous of Bacon's

reputation in many parts of knowledge, and envied and feared

his abilities as a ftatefman. It was not therefore till after many
fervices rendered to the king, and repeated follicitations made
to his minifters, that fir Francis Bacon obtained, in 1607, the

place he had fo long expected of folicitor-general. This year

he fent his treatife, intituled, Cogitata et Vifa, which was the

foundation of his Novum Organum, to Dr. Andrews, bifhop or

Ely* defiring his opinion of it[D]. In 1610 he publifhed, in

latin, another treatife, intituled De fapientia veterum. This
piece, a very ingenious writer obferves [e], appears like a rich

'cabinet of antiques opened and fet to view. The happy talent

which the author in his phyfical works employs to interpret

nature, is here employed to interpret the dark oracles of men :

and to fay the truth, he feems to have ufed the like artifice ill

both, proceeding according to the inductive method delivered

in the fecond part of the Novum Organum, without which, or

fomething of the kind, it would not be eafy to derive fuch

depths of knowledge from the enigmas or dark parables of an-

tiquity. What the author is forced on may occafions to ftifle,

or at mofl to fpeak only by halves, for fear of offending, is openly

avowed here in a manner that is fcarce liable to exception : hd

appears indeed to have chofen the prefent fubject the rather,

becaufe the courfe and nature of deciphering the mythology of

the ancients would give him an opportunity of freely, or lefs

offenfively, exprefiing his fentiments for the improvement of

arts and fciences, and the general advantage of mankind.

In 1611 be was conftituted judge of the marfhaFs court

jointly with fir Thomas Vavafor then knight-marfhal [f]. In

16 i 3 he fucceeded fir Henry Hobart, advanced to the place of

chief juftiee of the common pleas, as attorney-general. The
next year, an objection was ftarted in the houie of commons,
that a feat there was incompatible with the office of attorney-

general, which required his frequent attendance in the upper

houfe ; but the commons, from their particular regard for Bacon,

(over-ruled it.

When fir Gccrge Villiers became pollened of king James's

[c] Works, vol. i. p. - z- of Bacon's Works, vol. i- p. 54T.

[n] Vol. ii. p. 460. L r ] DugJak's Baronage, vol. ii. p. 4]3i

Pj j Dr. Shaw's Piefacc to abridgment

confidence*
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Confidence, Bacon, confcious that none could ferve the new fa-

vourite, and through him his country, more nobly or ulefully

than himfelf, entered into a Uriel: friendihip with Villiers, and
gave an admirable proof of the fincerity thereof on his part, in

that letter of advice how to difcharge every part of the difficult

office of prime minifter, which is itill extant among his works.

June 9, 1616, he was raifed to the dignity of a privy counfellor,

whilft he was Itill in the office of attorney- general : and as he

had now more leifure from private caufes, he was defirous to

dedicate more time to public fervice •, and therefore made an
offer to the king of a new digeft of the laws of England [g].

March 7, 1617., upon the chancellor's voluntary refignation.

of the feals, they were given to fir Francis Bacon, with the title

of lord keeper.

The king went foon after to Scotland, and in his abfence the

prince of Wales's marriage with the Infanta of Spain was brought

upon the carpet [h]. The lord keeper forefaw the difficulties and

inconveniences that would attend this meafure, and honeftly

reprefented them both to his majefty and to Villiers. Whilft

the king was in Scotland, another affair happened, which gave

Bacon no fmall uneafmefs : fecretary Win wood, out of diflike

to the lord keeper, was defirous of bringing fir Edward Coke
into favour, and with this view prevailed with fir Edward to.

confent to his daughter's marrying fir John Villiers, brother to

the favourite, which alliance he had before rejected, not without

marks of difrefpect. Bacon, apprehenfive that if Coke fhould

be brought again into the council, all his great defigns for the

nation's welfare, the executing whereof was his principal motive

for folliciting the office of keeper, would be thwarted, and his

power greatly leffened by the lofs of Villiers's favour, remon-

strated againft the projected marriage, both to that lord and to

the king. Neverthelefs, as the lady was a great fortune, Villiers

highly approved of the match, and both he and the king took

offence at Bacon's oppofition to it. Their refentment of his

conduct: on this occalion appears, however, to have been of

{hort continuance; for, January 4, 161 8, he was conftituted lord

high chancellor of England, and on the 11th of July following

created baron of Verulam in Hertfordfhire [1].

The defire of introducing and eftablifhing his new and better

philofophy, one capital end of which was to difcover methods
of procuring remedies for all human evils, feems to have been
his ruling paffion through life : in 1620, amidft all the variety

of weighty bufinefs in which his high office neceffarily involved

him, he publifhed the moft finifhed and important, though the

Tel Camden. [i] See Bacon's Works, vol. ii, p. 555.

P»J
W9 r!«; vol. ii. pf 544. Tjt. 15. Jac, i. p. 4.

leaft
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leaft read, of all his philorbphical tracts, the " Novum organum
fceniiarum." The dcfign of this piece was to execute the

fecond part of the Inftauration, by laying down a more perfect

method of tiling the rational faculty than nun were before ac-

quainted with j in order to raife and improve the understanding

as far as its prefect imperfect ftate admits, and enable it to con-

quer the difficulties and interpret the ollcurkies of nature. The
next year he was aceufed of bribery and corruption. The king

found it in e to fave both his chanc< lior, who was openly

acci fed of corruption, and Buckingham, his favourite, who
was feeretly and therefore more dangeru as the en-

courager of whatever was deemed moft nd oppreffive

:

he therefore forced the former to abandon his cici . ce, giving

him pofitive advice to fubmit himfelf to his peers, and promifing,

upon i cely word, to fcreen him in the laft determination,

or, if tl t could not be, to reward him afterwards with ample
retribution of favour [k]. The chancellor, though he forefaw

his approaching ruin, if he did not plead for himfelf, refolved

to obey, and took leave of his majefty with thefe words, " Thofe
that will ftrike at your chancellor, it is much to be feared, will

ftrike at your c own ;" and wifhed, as he was the firft, [o he

might be the laft of facrinces. The houfe of peers, on the 3d
of May 1621 ,

gave judgement againft him, " That he fhould

be fined 40,000!. and remain prifoner in the Tower during the

king's pleafure : that he fhould for ever be incapable of any

office, place, or employment in the hate or commonwealth ;

and that he fhould never fit in parliament, or come within the

verge of the court." But he was foon rellored to his liberty, had

his fine remitted, and was fummoned to the firft parliament of

king Charles [l]. After this fentence, he retired from civil

affairs, and for five years gave himfelf wholly up to philofophy

[k.] The- author of the tC Effayon Spirit

(Dr. Clayton bifhop of Cipgher) in his

Defence of that Effay, p. 34, f'}' s ; that

lord Bacon had ;od much learning and

too much hone ty to be a favourite with

the clergy of thofe days; and that to their

influence with king fames he probably

owed his difgrace, ar.d was pitched upon

as a feape-goat to fave the head of Buck-

ingham.

[l] The greateft blame is generally

laid on his fervants ; and there is no dou!>t

that fome of them wire guilty, and that

their lord had this opinion of them : one

day, during his trial, palling through a

room where fev?ral of his domeftics were

fitting, upon their rifing uij to falute him,

he faid, " Sit down, my maftcrs, your rife

hath been my fall." Stephens, p. ^4.

And we are told by Ruihworth, in his

hiftorical collections, " Th t he treafured

up nothing for himfelf or family, but waS

over-indulgent to his fervants, and con-

nived at their takings, and theii ways be-

trayed him to that error . thej were pio-

fufe and expensive, and had at their com-
mand whatever he was mafter of. The
gifts taken were for the molt part for in-

terlocutory order ; his decrees were gene-

rally made with fo much equity, that

though gifts rendeied him fufpecled lor

injuftice, yet never any decree made by

him was reverfed as unjuft." It was pe-

culiar to this great man (fays the author

of the Biogr. Brit.) to have nothing nar-

row and felfifh in his < ompoiiti m ; he gave

away withoutconcern w hatevei h« poffeffed,

and, believing other men of tiie fame

mould, he received with as little cocii-

deration.

and
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tmd writing; fo that during this time he executed feveral por-

tions of his grand Inftautation, but did not live to finifh the

whole, according to his plan. Though he enjoyed, after his

fall, 1800 1. a year out of the broad-leal and alienation-office,

and his lands brought him about a third more ; yet his great

liberality when in place, and his expence in procuring and

making experiments, reduced him to ftraits, which led him to

make fuch applications to king James, as prove his great addrefs

and perfeCl knowledge of that prince's difpofition. He died,

April o, j 626, at the earl of Arundel's houfe at Highgate, of ;i

fever, attended with a defluxion upon hisbreaft ; and lies buried

in St. Michael's church at St. Alban's, where a monument was
erected for him by fir Thomas Meautys, once his fecretary,

and afterwards clerk of the council. He was of a middling feature

:

his forehead fpacious and open, early imprefled with the marks

of age ; his eye lively and penetrating ; his whole appearance

venerably pleafing. He continued fingle till after forty, and

then took to-wife a daughter of alderman Barnham of London,

with whom he received a plentiful fortune, but had by her no
children : and (he outlived him upwards of twenty years. His

works, collected into 5 vols, j.to, were beautifully and accurately

printed, by Bowyer and Strahan, in 1765.

BACON (Anthony), elder brother to fir Francis, was edu-

cated at home, and afterwards lent abroad for improvement.

At his return, he diftinguifhed himfelf by his extraordinary

abilities: but though he was deeply fkilled in politics, and the

bed verfed in foreign affairs of any man in his time, yet he was
referved in converfadon, and remained contented with the re-

putation he acquired among the circle of his private acquaint-

ance, and the intereft he- had with fome persons of the firfb

diftinction, who valued and made ufe of his abilities. He had the

misfortune to be fovery lame, that he was unable to move about

his room ; on which account the earl of Effex, who reiied much
upon his advice, and confulted him in affairs that required the

greateft fecrecy, took him into his houfe, and gave him a hand-

fome allowance for his fervices. He was diligent in his en-

deavours to ferve that unfortunate nobleman, when he mod
required his affiftance •, and preferved a lincere friendfhip to-

wards his brother the lord Verulam, to whom he left his

eftate.

BACON (Sir Nathaniel), knight of the bath, and an ex-

cellent painter, was one of the fons of the lord-keeper Bacon,

and half-brother to the vifcount St. Alban's. He travelled into

Italy, and ftudied painting there •, but his manner and colour-

ing approach nearer to the ftyle of the flemiih fchool. Mr.
Walpole obferves, that at Culford, where he lived, are preferved

fome of his works ; and at Gorhanibury, his father's feat, is a

large
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Jarge picture by him in oil, of a cook-maid with dead fowl, ncf-

mirably painted, with great nature, neatnefs, and luftre of co-

louring. In the fame houfe is a whole length of him, by him-
felf, drawing on a paper. Mr. Granger fays, he was ancefbor

to the prcfent lord Townfhend.
BACON (PHANyEL) [m], rector of Balden in Oxfordfhire,

and vicar of Bramber in SufTex, was of Magdalen college, Ox-
ford •, where he took the degree of M. A. April 1 7, 1 722 ; B. LV
April 29, 1 73 1 ; D. D. December 7, 1735. He pofleffes an
exquifite fund of humour; was a famous punfler, and wrote an
admirable poem, called the "Artificial Kite," firft printed in 1 7 1 9,
and prcferved in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1758. In the yean

J757, he publifned no lefs than five dramatic performances, viz.

1. The taxes. 2. The infigmfkants. 3. The trial of the twin
killers. 4. The naval quack. 5. The oculiit. He died a^

Balden, January 2, 1783.

BACOUE (Leo), the only proteftant who went back ta

popery that was made bifhop in the reign of Louis XIV. was
born at Caftelgeloux, in Gafcony. After having quitted his

religion, he entered himfelf of the francifcan order, was then

made bifhop of Glandeve, and afterwards of Pamiers, where he
died in 1694, at the age of 94. His latin poem on the Educa-
tion of a Prince, 167 1, 4to, procured him the epifcopal dignity.

L was the duke of Montaufier who follicited it for him.

BACQUERRE (Benedict de). We have of this phyfician,

concerning whom nothing more is known, a work, in great

efteem, intituled, Senum Medicus, printed at Cologne in 1673.
BADAKSCHI, a perfian poet, native of the province of Ba-

dakfchian. He lived under the reign of the khalif Moctafh
There is come down to us by him, a divan, or collection of

poems in the perfian language. He wrote yerfes on occafion

of a reverfe of fortune that happened in the families of fevera}

magnates of the court of the khalif-, in which he fays that we
are not to be aftonifhed at the alternative obferved in the affairs

of the world, fmce the life of man is meafured by an hour glafs,

where there is always an hour above and an hour below, that

alternately follow. In felek kemgiu fchifcheh foetefl. Sxti ?i|

ye faeti zibereft.

BADASCH, or BADESCH. Ali ben Ahmed Len Badafel>

is the author of a commentary on the book that Ben Sarragj

compofed on the arabic grammar, and which he intituled, OtTul

iil nahu. This author died in the year of the hegira ^28.

BADCOCK (Samuel), was the fon of a creditable butcher

at South Mo! ton, in Devonfhire, where he^vas born February 23,

S747. All Lis friends being dillcnters, he was deligned by theni

[m] Gent. Mag. 1783, p. 92.

fos
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for the ministerial function ; and, after receiving the firft rudi-

ments of his education under his maternal uncle, a Mr. Plake,
who was minifter of the congregation of diflenters at South
Molton, and for whom Mr. Badcock always retained a lively

fenfe of gratitude, he was placed in an academy fet apart for

the training up of candidates for the diffenting miniftry, at St.

Mary Ottery in the fame county, then fuperintended by a Mr.
Rooker, fucceflbr to a Mr. Lavington [n]. From habitual in-

tercourfe with fome of the Students at this place he contracted
fome of thofe tenets which compofe the gloomy fanaticifm of
the methodiSts. Some of his letters while at the academy,
written to a friend of his, are {till in being : they run chiefly on
the topics of free-grace, election, juiiification by imputed right-

eoufnefs, final perfeverance, the fubordination of fandtification

to j unification, and the like. In Short, they are fufficient evi-

dences of a warm imagination and great ductility of mind.
How long he continued at the academy v/e know not; but, on
leaving it, he preached occasionally as a probationer ; and, rifter

fome Ihort time, accepted of a call to be palter of a diflenting

congregation at Winbourne in Dorfetfnire ; to which fociety he
was ordained, but did not remain long in that fituation, as the

Stipend was too fmall for a neceflary Support. From Winbourne
he was invited to Barnftaple in Devon ; which was a much more
eligible place for him, as the income was iumciently comfort-
able, and the distance but a few miles from his native town.
He accordingly removed thither in 1769, and continued there

nine or ten years. Previoufly to this, however, it mould be
obferved, he had quitted thofe narrow and unworthy notions

which he had imbibed from the methodifls, and conlidered the

deity and religion in a more amiable view. While at Barnftaple

he met with fome of Dr. Prieitley's theological productions j

from the perufal of which he was more and more confirmed in

the fcriptural notion of the unity of God and the rational fyitem

of the gofpel. In the fituation of Mr. Badcock's mind, now
emerged from the flavery of methodiftic darknefs, it is not fur-

prifing that thefe enlarged and fenfible ideas fhould charm him.

The transition from fuperftition to the pure and exalted fenti-

ments of piety is not uncommon in men of generous hearts and
elevated understandings. When fuch an one is once convinced
of the abfurdity and pernicious influence of opinions which he
had long maintained as facred, it is by no means wonderful
that he fhould endeavour to get as far away from them as pof-

fible. This was the cafe with Mr. Badcock ; who became fo

[nJ This Mr. Larington was a great af- for non- conformity; and, accompanying
frftant to Dr. Edmund Calamy in compil- that divine into Scotland, received at Earn-
ing his account of the miniiters ejected burgh the honorary degies of M. A.

Vol. II. C charmed
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charmed with the writings of Dr. Prieltley, that he paid a vifit

to the doclor at Calne in Wiltfhire, and eltablifhed an intimacy

and corvefpondence with him, that did honour to them both.

Nor was this ftep any thing to his difadvantnge in the minds of

the general part of the congregation at Barnftaple, as Mr.
Walrond, the minifter whom he fucceeded, was much beloved

by his people, and a man of enlarged fentiments. However, it

mult be confefTed that his removal from Barnftaple was not

much to the credit of his flock. The gaiety of his difpofition,

the mora} elegance of his fermons, and the unrefervednefs of

his manners, could not be agreeable to a fet of people who were

formed upon the model of the rigid non-conformifts of the laft

age. He was difmifTed by them on a fcandalous but falfe im-

putation ; and the fhame of his difmiffion at length recoiled

upon themfelves. From thence he removed to South Molton,

the difTenting congregation of which place readily accepted his

miniftration. This was about 1777- The number of diffentera

there being but few, his ftipend was confequently very fmall;

and had it not been for the kindnefs of friends, many of them
perfons of diftinguifhed rank, who properly valued his great

merit and eminent talents, his fituafion muft have been exceed-

ingly irkfotne. About the year 1780 he engaged as a writer in

the Monthly Review •, though, we believe, he had before been

a contributor to periodical publications, particularly the London
Magazine. In this fame year, 1780, when thefubjeet was ftarted

concerning the materiality or immaterialty of the human foul

by fevtral of our metaphyfical writers, Mr. Badcock alfo pub-

limed a pamphlet upon it. It was intituled, A flight fketch

of the controverfy between Dr. Prieftley and his opponents, 8vo.

The tract was flirewd, and difcovered the author to be acquainted

with his fubjecl:. In 1781 he diftinguifhed himfelf as the re-

viewer and cenfurer of the late Mr. Martin Madan's weak but

popular Thelyphthora. in this critique Mr. Badcock evinced a

remarkable force of genius, flcill of argument, and difplay of

learning; and juftly engaged the attention and admiration of

the public upon his criticifms. In the controverfy concerning

the authenticity of Rowley's poems, Mr. Badcock took a con-

siderable part in his capacity of reviewer. Whether he was on

the right fide of the queftion, he being an anti-rowleian, is

not for us to determine ; cevtain it is, however, that his elucida-

tions were ingenious, and that he was far from being the leaft of

the formidable group who affailed the pretenfions of the Briftol

prieft.—On the publication of Dr. Prieftley's Hiftory of the

Corruptions of Chriftianity, Mr. Badcock undertook the reply to

that part which was the moft laboured and important of the

whole work, viz. the hiftory of opinions relative to Jefus Chrift.

This he accordingly did in the Monthly Review for June 178 ?.

Hi*
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His critique was loilg, but acute •, and discovered an uncommon
extent of reading in the old fathers, ecclefiaftical hiftory, and

the advocates for one only God. Dr. Prieftley felt this attack

fo feverely, and efpecially as it was made from a quarter fo

unexpected as the Monthly Review, that, with his ufual celerity,

in lefs than a month he brought out a reply to the animad-

verfions ; though the remainder of the article upon his work
had not yet appeared. When he published this reply, he did not

know who his antagonift was ; and therefore, unbiafled by pre*

judice or refentment, he bellowed this eulogium on him : " The
knowledge and ability of the prefent reviewer make him a

much more formidable, and therefore a more refpectable an-

tagonift." In the number for September 1783, Mr. Badcock

entered into a full examination both of the doctor's hiftory

and the above-mentioned defence of it. This critique took up
more than thirty-three pages of the Review ; and, though (o

long, was thought fo interfiling as to occafion the reprinting

of the number in which it was contained. Dr. Prieftley's

work drew forth a champion from another quarter. Dr. Horf-

ley, then archdeacon of St. Alban's, now bifhop of Ro-
chefter, in a charge delivered to the clergy of that archdea-

conry, vehemently inveighed again ft the opinions of Prieftley

touching the one Supreme Being. This charge was publifhed ;

and, as might juftly be expected, was praiied by Dr. Badcock

in the Review. Dr. Prieftley replied to the archdeacon in a

feries of letters, which were very clofely and fmartly examined

in the Review for January 1784. By this time the doctor had

got the knowledge of his critic k
, and this drew from him a pam-

phlet intituled, Remarks on the Monthly Review of the Letters

to Dr. Horfley $ in which the Rev. Mr. Samuel Badcock, the

writer of that Review, is called upon to defend what he has

advanced in it. Dr. Prieftley charges his reviewer with volun-

tary ignorance and illiberality ; to this Mr. Badcock was prudent

enough to make no reply. The original controverfy halted fome
time, till it became tirefome to every body except the doughty

agoniftics ; when the conteft ended greatly to the advantage of

the archdeacon ; who retired from the field to repofe in a

bifhopric, while the doctor went to fhift on the fcanty remains

of a plundered fortune.

While Mr. Badcock was at Barnftaple he became acquainted

with a daughter of Mr. Samuel Wefley, mailer of Tiverton-

fchool, and elder brother of the famous John Wefley ; from her

he received a confiderable quantity of papers, confifting chiefly

of letters and pieces of poetry. Some of thefe he publifhed en-

tire ; and from the whole, with what particulars that donor

favoured him with orally, he drew up that account of the fa-

mily which was publifhed in the 20th number of the Bibliotheca

C 2 Topographic*
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Topographica Britannica. He was favoured alfo at Barnftapls

with a confiderable number of manufcripts, which had been the

property of Mr. Jonathan Hanmer, who was ejected from the

Eying of Barnflaple in 1662, and was a noted man in his day.

But the books and papers of Mr. John Berry, an eminent non-
conformift miniiler at Barnflaple in the laft century, falling into

Mr. Badcock's hands, proved an invaluable treafure to him,
Among them were fome letters of Dr. Jeremy Taylor, bifhop

of Down.
Mr. Kadcock's family was always refpeclable In Soufh Molton

;

and in the laft century one of his anceitors was mayor of the

town : but what diftinguifhed him the moft was his animofity to

rhe non-conformifts, particularly the noted Mr. John Flavel, of

Spiritualizing fame, who was ejected from the living of Dart-

mouth, and took up his abode for fome years at Hudfcott, a feat

belonging to the family of Rolle, near South Molton ; where he
ufed to preach in the hall at midnight to very crowded audi-

ences. Mr. Badcocfc,. having mentioned this anceftor of his in

a letter to a friend, obferves, that " he exercifed with unabated

ardour and feverity all the power which the vengeance of the

church and Jlate in alliance had given him, to fcoarge the gene-

rous oppofers of tyranny and ufarpation."

Ax what time Mr. Badcock's acquaintance commenced with

Mr. (now Dr.) White, laudian profeffor of arable at Oxford, is

uncertain ; though it was moft probably fome time in 1782. By
what means too that intimacy began is alfo now unknown. Dr.
Gabriel, indeed [o], obferves, •fomewhat remarkably, " that Dr.
"White introduced himfelf to Mr. Badcock's acquaintance." This
connection however proved of very efTential fervice to both : for

Mr. Badcock gained by it pecuniary afliftances,, of which he too

frequently flood in need } and Dr. White procured to himfelf a
degree of literary celebrity, to which, in all l'kelihood, he
would not otherwife have attained. The profeffor was ap-

pointed Bampton lecturer in Ealter term 1783*, and, as he in-

forms us himfelf [p], " it was not long before he discovered,

that to complete the lectures on the plan he had formed, it was
expedient to avail himfelf of the beft aid he could procure."

This made h:-m turn his attention to Dr. Badcock; and, about

November following, he paid him a vifit at South Molton, for

the exprefs purpofe, as it evidently appears, of follicrting his

aihftance in the execution of a work that fhould be worthy the

attention of the public. The plan being fettled between them j

and the " doctor's mind," as he fays himfelf, " being thereby re-

lieved from a great load of anxiety," Mr. Badcock undertook

his part with alacrity, performed it fpcedily, and in a manner

£0] F.i£br p. 47, £p] Dr. White's Statement of his Literary Obligation*.
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that did him infinite honour. The portions of the lectures

written by Mr. Badcock are, the greateft fhare of the firft, the

belt part of the third, about a fourth of the fifth, almoft the

whole of the feventh, and a fmall part of the eighth. Of the

notes appended to the lectures, Mr. Badcock is acknowledged

to have hmiiud about one fourth. That Mr. Badcock received

fome pecuniary aids from Dr. White in cunfequence of the ex-

tenlive fale of thefe lectures, is certain; but it appears that he

was not perfectly fatislied with the doctor's conduct to him,

mice he declared to more than one friend, that the doctor had
failed in many promifes made to him. What thefe promifes

were, are now known only to him who made them. Genius
and poverty are an ill allotted but too common an alliance ;

for, while the former raifes a man to a fuperiority over the

bulk of mankind, the other generally fubjedts him to the infults

of the proud or the (hares of the crafty. Mr. Badcock quitted

the diffenting miniftry fome time toward the end of the year

J 786.

Jn 1787 he loft his mother, a very excellent woman and
moft affectionate parent. His behaviour to her was exemplarily

filial, and his grief at her death exquifitely tender. In the fpring

of 1787 he was ordained in Exeter cathedral by biihop Rofs.

The title upon which he was ordained was the curacy of Broad
Clylt near Exeter. On account of his repeated and violent head-

achs, he was obliged fhortly after to refign the curacy upon
which he was ordained, and then engaged himfelf as afliftant to

Dr. Gabriel of the Qctogon chapel, Bath. He there preached

a charity fermon, which was afterwards printed, but not pub-
liihed. At the Lent aflize 1788 he preached in the cathedral of

Exeter, before the judges, a fermon which was much admired

by thofe who heard it. May the 19th following he died, of a

bilious complaint, at the houfe of his clofe, affectionate, and

worthy friend, fir John Chichefter, baronet, in Queen-itreet,

May-Fair.

He was for many years troubled with dreadful head-achs, fc»

that, fometimes, he was in a ftate of delirium. This made him
frequently exprefs his apprehenfion of fome time or other lofing

his reafon, an event which he juftly confidered as far more to be

dreaded than death itfelf. His circumftances were feldom eafy,

and often he ftood in need of the afliitance of friends to relieve

him from the embarraffments of penury. In his perfon Mr.
Badcock was fhort but well made, active, lively, and agreeable

;

his eyes were peculiarly vivacious, and his whole countenance in-

dicated ftrong intellectual powers far above the general run of

mankind, and a difpofition replete with fenfibility, tendernefs,

and generofity.

C 3 BAFKAR-
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BAFKARKAH, the furname of Abu Zohal, an author who
wrote upon Euclid.

BAGFORD (John), the antiquary and great collector of

old englifh books, prints, &c. was born in London [oj]. He
had been in his younger days a fhoe maker, afterwards a book-
feller*, and laftly, for the many curiofities wherewith he enriched

the famous library of Dr. John Moore, bimop of Ely, his lord-

(hip got him admitted into the Charter-houfe. He was feveral

times in Holland, and in other foreign parts, where he procured

many valuable old books, prints, &c. fome of which he difpofed

of to the late earl of Oxford, who, after his death, purchafed all

his collections, papers, &c. for his library. In 1707, werepub-
lifhed, in the Philofophical Tranfactions, his propofals for a

General Hiftory of Printing. He died at Islington, a little be-

fore fix in the morning, May 15, 1 7 16, aged 65 years •, and was
buried the Monday following in the cemetery belonging to the

Charter-houfe. In 1728, a print was engraved of him, from a

painting of Mr. Howard, by George Vertue. See an account

of his entries, which were defigned for a general hiftory of

printing, in the catalogue of the Harleian collection of MSS.
vol ii. fol. London, 1759, from No. 5892 to No. $910. His

MSS. may be of ufe to fuch as will take pains to extract good
matter from a bad hand and worfe orthography. This may
be eafily forgiven to his education, far from learned, and all

his improvements owing to the ftrength of genius, feconded

by unufual diligence and induftry [R.]. A number of his let-

ters to Humphry Wanley may be feen in the Britifh Mufeum ;

and a large part of his collections is in the Public Library

at Cambridge, where they are locked up in a large cubical deal

box, and probably have never been opened fince they were
there.

BAGI ZADEH, the furname of Abdal Halim ben Mo-
hammed, author of a cornmentary on the book intituled, Ef-

charat u al nadhair, who died in the year of the hegira 1013.

Bagi Zadeh fignifies the fon of Bagi.

BAGLIVI (Georgk), an illuflrious phyfician of Italy, was
a native of Apulia, and born about the year 1668 [s J. He
ftudied at Padua, where he became doctor ; and then went to

Rome, where he was chofen profeiTor of anatomy. He was a man
of uncommon force of understanding, of which he gave ample
proofs in many curious and accurate productions, philofophical

as well as medicinal. He died at Rome, 1 706, in the very flower

of his age, being no more than 38. A collection of his works

[qJ Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, p. 506.

p. 50 . [s] Margeti Biblioth. Medic. Genev.

£k] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nkhols, 1731. :
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was printed full in 1710, 4to; and have fmce been reprinted,

in the fame fize, at various places. His Praxis Medica, and De
Fibra Matricis, are the principal pieces. He wrote a diflertation

upon the anatomy, bite, and effects of the Tarantula, which is

the production of his country ; and gave a particular account of

the earthquake at Rome, and the adjacent cities, in 1703. His

works are all in latin.

BAGNIOLf (Julius Cjesar), an italian poet, moft known
at prefent by his poem of the judgment of Paris, and the tra-

gedy of Aragonois. He was a native of Bagna Cabano, and

was much attached to Michael Perreti, prince of Venefro, who
was a moil generous patron to him. He died about 1600.

BAGSHAW (William), born at Litton in the parifh of

Tidfwell 1028, and educated in Corpus Chrifli college, Cam^
bridge ; after which he entered into orders, and preached with

great applauie in different parts of Derbyfhire. He obtained the

living of Gleffbp, which he held till 1662, when he was obliged

to refign it, becaufe he would not comply with the a£t of uni-

formity ; and then he preached privately at different places till

the revolution, when a large meeting- houfe was built for him,

and he continued pallor of a numerous congregation till his

death in i 702. He was the author of feveral iruall practical

treatifes, much efteemed in that age.

BAGURI, furname of Mohammed ben Ifhak, author of the

book intituled, Ethlaa ala ahnonademah •, a treatife on conver-

fations and convivial companies, and of intemperance. He
died in the year of the hegira 679.
BAHA AL HAKH U ALDIN. The ornament of juftice

and religion. This is the title borne by Ornar Nakhfchbendi
?

reputed a great faint by the mufulmans. He died at Hafara

in the year of the hegira 8^7. Babur Mirza fultan, of the race

of Tamerlane, who reigned in Khoraffan, carried his coffin on

his fhoulders. His life and his miracles were written by Salah

ben Mobarek al Bokhari, in the book he calls Anis al Thalebin.

This fcheik is author of a book intituled, Mecamat.
BAHALI, the furname of Abu Nafr Ahmed ben Ganem,

author of a book intituled, Efchtekak al Efma, The derivation

of arable names. He died in the year 220 of the hegira.—Ba-

hali is alfo the furname of Mohammed ben Mohammed* who
abridged the book intituled, Ekhtelaf al olama ; a treatife on the

diverfity and contrariety of the opinions of the mufulman doctors.

He died in the year 321 of the hegira.

BAHAR AL HEFDH, The fea of memory. Surname of

Abu Othman ben Amru, author of the book intituled, Akhlak
al moluk, Of the manners and qualities of princes. He died

in the year of the hegira 255.

C 4 BAHIER
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BAHIER (John), prieft of the Oratory, native of Chatillon,

died, Secretary of the congregation, in 1707, had 3 name among
tliofe who employ themfelves in making latin verfes. One of

his pieces may be feen in the Poefies diverfes, collected by Lo-
menie de Brienne. His poem Fuquetius in vinculis, compofed
on the arreftation of the furintendant Fouquet, had a run in its

day. The author, however, will never be clafled among the

good latin poets.

BAIER (Jean Jaquks), a celebrated phyfician, born at

Jena in 1677, practifed his art in feveral towns of Germany;
among others at Nuremberg, Rariloon, and Altorf. He was
profeffor at this laft mentioned place, member of the Academy
des Curieux de la Nature, in 1720. He was chofen prefident

of it in 1730, and died at Altorf the 14th of July 1735. He
was author of, 1. Thefaurus Gemmarum affabre fculptarum,

colledtus a J. M. ab Ebermayer, Nuremberg 1720, folio, 2.

Horti medici acad. Altorf. hilloria, Altorf 1727, 4to. 3. A
great number of Differtations, or Thefes, on particular plants,

in 4to. from 17 10 to 1721.

BAIF (Lazarus), abbot of Charroux and of Grenetiere, con-

feiller au parlement de Paris, maitre des requetes, was born at

the eftate of Pins, near la Fleche, of a noble family, and died

in 1545. Francis I. fent him ambafTador to Venice in 1530,
and employed him on divers other occafions. We have of his :

De re veftiaria, and De re navali, printed at Bale in 1541, in

4to. full of erudition, but without order and without choice.

BAILIES (William), one of the phyficians to the king of

Pruffia, and member of the colleges of phyficians of London and

Edinburgh. He was author of " An Effay on the Hath Waters,

1757," and of " A narrative of facls demonftrating the exift-

ence and caufe of a Phyfical Confederacy, made known in the

printed letters of Dr. Lucas and Dr. Oliver, 1757," whereby he

was excluded from confultations at Bath, where as well as in

London he formerly practifed phyfic. It is related of him that

when he was firft introduced to the late king of Pruflia, to whom
much had been faid of his medical (kill, the king obferved to

him, " That to have acquired fo much experience, he muft ne*

eeflarily have killed a great many people." To which the doctor

replied, " Pas tant que votre majeite," " Not fo many as your

majeily."

BA1LLET (Adrian), a learned french author, born Juno

13, 1640, at Neuville, a village near Beauvais in Picardy. His
father was very poor, and could not afford to give him a pro-

per education •, but there being a convent not far from Neu-
ville, young Kaillet ufed to go thither frequently : in the morn-
ing he afliited the priefts at mafs, and the reft of the day ufed,

to do all the little offices in his power to the fe*ton and the other

2 fathers.
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fathers of the houfe. The fexton was fo pleafed with his beha-

viour, that he conceived an affection for him, and taught him

to read and write [t]. He was afterwards recommended to

the bifliop of Beauvais, who fent him into the little feminary of

Beauvais, where he ftudied greek and latin, and afterwards ap-

plied himfelf to philofophy, hiftory, chronology, and geography.

In 1670, he went into the great feminary, where he itudicd di-

vinity. In 1672, he was appointed to teach the fifth form in

the college of Beauvais, and the fourth two years after : this

employment, befides his board, brought him in about 60I. per

annum, part of which he gave towards the fupport of his poor

relations, and the reft he fpent in books.

In 1676, he entered into orders; and the bifliop of Beauvais

prefented him to the vicarage of Lardieres, which, though only

worth about 30I. per annum, yet fo temperate was Mr. Baillet

in his way of living, that he maintained his brother and himfelf

with this allowance, gave fome alms to the poor, and went

once a year to buy books at Paris [u]. In 1680, being appointed

library keeper to M. de Lamoignon, advocate-general to the

parliament of Paris, he applied himfelf with great alhduity to draw

up an index of all the fubje&s treated of in this gentleman's

library, and finilhed it in Auguft 1682. The additions he conti-

nued to make increafed it at length fo much, that it contains 35
folio volumes, all written in Mr. Baillet's own hand. He wrote

a latin preface, which was publilhed : in this he promifes ano-

ther index, or catalogue, of all the authors in M. de Lamoignon's.

library. If you knew the fubjecT: treated of, but not the name
of the author, you might find it in the firft index ; if you knew
the author's name, and not the fubjecl: he wrote upon, this was
to be lopked for in the fecond index. When he had rimmed
this laborious undertaking, he applied himfelf to his " Juge-
mens desSavans ;" and having completed the firft four volumes,

he gave them to the bookfeller, demanding nothing for them,

except a few copies for his friends. The bookfeller printed a,

large number of them, which were fold off in a very fhort time.

Mr. Baillet had written a plan of his defign •, but the firft four

volumes were printed without it [%]. Mr. Bayle [y] gave a

very favourable account of the work : but, notwithstanding its,

ufefulnefs, and though the author feldom fpeaks his own opi-

nion, relating chiefly the judgment of others, yet the liberty he
takes, in giving not only what is favourable to authors, but

what had been cenfured in them, raifed him many enemies.

[t] Niceron's Memoirs, torn. iij. p. in the year 1685, with the following title,

26. Jugemens des Savans fur les principaux

[u] Abrege de la Vie de Baillet, in the ouvrages des auteurs." Vie de Baillet.

2d vol. of the Jugemens des Savans. [v] Repub. des Lett- Dec. 1685.

£x] They were printed at Paris in umo,
The
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The friends of M. Menage, of whom M. Baillet had fpoken in

a ludicrous manner, made a great clamour. Father Commire
wrote a fhort poem in latin, intituled, " Afinusin Pgrnafib," in

defence of M. Menage. 1 here were others who wrote alfo

again ft him •, neverthelefs he went on with great a.Tiduity to

finifh th" remainder of thenvork, and his five volumes on the

poets were accordingly publifned in 1686.

Soon after the publication of thefe laft volumes, M. Menage
puMifhed his " Ami Baillet." Some other author wroce alfo

four letters, wherein he: attacks, with great feverity, the ftyie

and manner of M. Baillet. Father le Tellier the jefuit, accord-r

ing to Niceron [zj, was the author of them 5 and Mr. Bayla

fays, it may be eafily perceived that they came from the jefuits,

who were provoked again It M. Baillet, becaufe he had fhewn
fcimfelf fomewhat partial to the gentlemen of the Port Royal,

and had fpoken in a difrefpecHul manner of the jeiuifcs.

In 1688, M. Baillet publifhed his work concerning children

famous for their learning and writings [a]. It gave him unea-

Cnefs to find, that many perfons of quality were led away by a

notion, that fludy was hurtful to the health and wit of children.

This induced him to (hew the contrary by feveral examples, an-

cient and modern. He defigned this piece only as a dedication,

to be prefixed to a larger work ; but finding the fubiecl to grow
under his pen, he pubUfhed it by itfelf, and addrefTed it to

the young JVl. de Lamoignon.
When M. Menage's " Anti-Baillet" was publifhed, our author

took occafion from thence to write a book concerning fuch fa-

tires, in which a man's name was annexed to the word Anti [b].

He afterwards applied himfelf to a very large work, wherein

he intended to difcover the true names of thofe authors who
had concealed themfelves under fictitious ones : but though his

materials were ready ; yet being moftly latin, he did not care

to publifh them in that language, and printed only a prelimi-

nary treatife to his great work [c]. In 1691, he publifhed in

fr.eneh the life of Des Cartes, in two volumes 4to, which he

afterwards abridged to one volume i2mo. At the delire of his

friends he wrote alfo the Life of Edmund Richer, do6tor of the

Sorbonne, but never publifhed it[D]. In 1693, he publifhed

[z] Horr.mes illuftres, torn. x. part 2. fous des noms etrangers, empruntes,

p. 127. let. cvi. p. 423. fuppofes, feints a pLiiir, abreges, chifres,

[a] Les enfans devenus celebres par renverfes, retournes, ou changes d'un

Jems etudes et par leurs ecrits- laugue en un autre, tome I. contenantle

[b] He publilhed it in 1689 with this traite preliminaire fur le changement etla

title, Des Satj res perfonnelles, traite h If— fuppofit ion des noms parmi les auteurs.
''

torique et critique des elles, qui portent Paris, 1690, i8mo.

le litre d'Anti. " Paris, 2 vols, in umo. [dJ It was printed, feveral years after

[c] Nothing of th,is worl- has been pub- his death, at Liege in 1714* in umo.
lifhed except the preliminary troatife, Niceron, p. 35.

which is intituled, '« Auteurs deguifez

a hiflory
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a hi(lory of Holland, from 1609 to the peace of Nimeguen in

1679 [e]. The next year he wrote a piece concerning the

worfhip due to the holy virgin [f], which, though approved by
four doctors of the Sorborme, and licenfed by the chancellor,

yet was attacked from two different quarters. He wrote alfo

feveral theological works. He had formed a defign of writing

a complete fyllem of divinity, upon the points of the chrilriaa

faith ; upon morality, and upon the church difcipline 5 and all

this fupported by the authority of holy fcripture, by the records

of ecclefiaitical hiilory, by the fathers of the church, and by the

examples of the faints. He propofed to have drawn up this

work in an alphabetical order, under the title of " An Uni-
verfal Ecclefialtical Dictionary." It was to have confifted of

three volumes in folio : but his death, which happened, after

a lingering illnefs, the 21ft of January 1706, put an end to all

his defigns.

BAILLI (Roche ee), better known by the name of Riviere,

was a famous french phyfician of the xvith century. He was
a native of Falaife, and was learned in philofophy and the belles

lettres- He followed the principles of Paracelfus, which drew
on him the cenfure of the critics, and obliged him to apologife

for his doctrine. He wrote a treatife on the plague, and fome
other works in latin. He was fome time firlt phyfician to

Henry IV. Died at Paris in 1605.

BAILLIE (Robert) [g] ;
an eminent prefbyterian divine of

the laft century, was born at Glafgow in the year 1599. His

father, Mr. Thomas Baillie, was a citizen of that place, and

fon to Baillie of Jervillon. Our Robert Baillie was educated in

the univerfity of his native city, where, having taken his de-

grees in arts, he turned his thoughts to the (ludy of divinity ;

and, receiving orders from archbiihop Law, he was chofen re-

gent of philofophy at Glafgow. While he was in this ftation,

he had, for fome years, the care of the education of lord Mont-
gomery, who, at length, carried him with him to Kilwinning ;

to which church he was prefented by the earl of Eglintoun.

Here he lived in the ltricteft friendfhip with that noble family,

and the people connected with it ; as he did alfo with his ordi-

nary the archbifhop of Glafgow, with whom he kept up an

epiftolary correfpondence. In 1633, ne declined, from modefty,

an offer of a church in Edinburgh. Being requefted in 1637,
by his friend the archbifhop, to preach a fermon before the

[e] It was intended as a continuation [f] It is intituled, " De la devotion

of that of Grotius, and contains four vo- a la Sainte Vierge, et du cuite qui lui eft

Jumes in nmo. The author affumes in du."
Die title the name of Balrhafar d'Heze- [c] Biographia Britannica, by Dr.

nail de la Neuville in He*. Vie de K.ippis.

Baiilet.

affembly
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aflembly at Edinburgh, in recommendation of the canon and
fervice book, he refufed to do it ; and wrote a handfome letter

to the archbiflrjp, afligning the reafous of his refuful. In ]6fi
he was chofen by the prelbytery of Irvine, a member of the fa-

mous aflembly at Glafgow, which was a prelude to the civil w&j"

.

Though Mr. Baillie is (aid to have behaved in this aflembly with
great moderation, it is evident that he was by no moans deficient;

in his zeal againft prelacy and arminianifm. In 1640 he was
font by the covenanting lords to London, to draw up an accu-

sation againft arcnbifhop Laud, for his obtrufiohs on the Church
of Scotland. While he was in England, he wrote the prefbvtery

a regular account of public affairs, with a journal of the trial

of the earl of Strafford. Not long after, on his return, he was
appointed joint profeflbr of divinity with Mr. David Dickfon,

in the univerfity of Glafgow. And his reputation was become
fo great, that he had before this received invitations from the

other three univerfities, all of which he refufed. He continued

in his profefTorihip till the Reiteration ; but his difcharge of the

duties of it was interrupted for a confiderable time, by his re-

iidence in England : for, in 1643, he was chofen one of the

commiflioners of the Church of Scotland to the aflembly of di-

vines at Weftrninfter. Though he never fpoke in the debates

of the aflembly, he appears to have been an ufeful member
of it ; and entirely concurred in the principles and views of its

leaders. He had in particular the fame averfion to toleration,

and had imbibed a confiderable portion of that enthufiaftical

fpirit which delights in carrying on religious fervices to a fur-

prifing length. Mr. Baillie returned again to his own country

in the latter end of 1646. When, after the execution of Cha. 1.

Charles II. was proclaimed in Scotland, our profeflbr was one
of the divines appointed by the general aflembly to wait on
the king at the Hague ; upon which occafion, March 27, 1649,
he made a fpeech in the royal prefence, wherein he expreffed

in the ftrongeft terms^ his abhorrence of the murder of the late

king-, and, in his'fentiments upon this event, it appears that

the prefbyterian divines of that period, both at home and
abroad, almofl univerfally agreed. After the reftoration of
Charles II. Mr. Baillie, Jan. 23, 1661, by the interest of the

earl of Lauderdale, with whom he was a great favourite, was
made principal of the univerfity of Glafgow, upon the removal
pf Mr. Patrick Gillefpie, who had been patronifed' by Crom-
well. It is faid, by feveral writers, that Mr. Baillie had the

offer of a bifhopric, which he abfolutely refufed. Though he
was very loyal, and molt fincerely rejoiced in his majefty's re-r

iteration, he began, a little before his death, to be extremely

anxious for the fate of his beloved preibytery. His health

failed him, in the fpring of 1662,. During his illnefs he was
viiited)
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vifited By the new made archbifhop of GlafgOW, to whom he is

faid to have acldreffed himfelf in the following words :
" Mr.

Andrews (I will not call you my lord), king Charles would
have made me one of thefe lords : but I do not find in the New
Teftament, that Chrift lias any lords in his houfe." However,
he treated the archbifhop very courteoully. Mr. Baillie died

in July 1662, being 63 years of age. By his firft wife, who
was Lilias Fleming, of the family of Cardarroch, in the parifli

of Cadder near Glafgow, he had many children, five of whom,
furvived him, viz. one fon and four daughters. The poilerity

of his fon Mr. Henry Baillie, who was a preacher, but never

accepted of any charge, Mill inherit the eftate of Carubrae, in

the county of Lanerk, an antient feat of the Baillies. Mr. Bail-

lie's character has been drawn to great advantage, not only by
Mr. Woodrow, but by an hiftorian of the oppofite party. His
works, which were very learned, and acquired him reputation

in his own time, are probably little attended to in the prefent

age. The memory of him, as a writer, will now chiefly be
preferved by his letters and journals, lately publifhed, which,
though they do not contain many things very remarkable or in-

terelling, will, neverthelefa, as they relate to a mofh important

period, be found of fome ufe to the diligent refearchers into

britifh hiftory.

B AILLOU (William de), a french phyfician, very eminent
in his time. His chief work, winch is intituled, Gulielmi Bai-

louii medici parifienfis celeberrimi Epidemiorum & iiphemeri-

dum libri duo itudio & opera M. Jacobi Thevart medici pari-

fienfis, digefli, fcholiis aliquot illuftrati & in lucem primum
editi : prodeunt fecundo emendatiflimi, & grjecarum di^tionum
paffim occurrentium interpretatiouibus infigniter aucli, was
reprinted at Venice 1734, in 4to. He became dean of the fa-

culty with univerfal approbation. He was a man confpicuous

for knowledge both theoretical and practical, and not lets re-

markable for his true piety, his extenfive charity, and the con-

fcientious difcharge of his olhce as a phyfician : he died in 16 16,

in the 78th year of his age. The learned and ingenious Dr.
Thevart, to whofe care the correclnefs of this valuable book is

owing, was nearly related to the author ; and the heir, fays the

accurate writer of De Baillou's life, not only of his writings, but
of his virtues alfo.

It would be neither inftrucYive nor amufing to infift on the

feveral treatifes collected in this volume; and therefore it fhali

fuffice to fay, that as he has followed the method of Hippocrates

and Galen, fo he has in a s great meafure fhared their fpirit,

and written with perfpicuity and judgment. The Venetian

printer has inferibed this neat edition of this valuable work to

fir
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fir Hans Sloarte, bart. prefident of the Royal Society and Col-

lege of Phyficians.

BAINBRIDGE (John), an eminent phyfician and aftrono-

mer, born in 1582, at Alhby de la Zouch, Leicefterlhire, was
educated at the public fchool of that town ; and from thence

went to Emanuel college in Cambridge, under the tuition of

Dr. Jofeph Hall, afterwards bifhop of Norwich ["hj. When he

had taken his degrees of bachelor and mailer of arts, he went
back to Leiceflerfhire, where he taught a grammar- fchool for

fome years, and at the fame" time pradtifed phyfic. He em^
ployed his leifure hours in the mathematics, efpecially agro-

nomy, which had been his favourite iludy from his earlieft

years. By the advice of his friends, who thought his abilities

too great for the obfcurity of a country life, he removed to Lon-
don, where he was admitted a fellow of the college of phyfi-

cians. His defcription of the comet, which appeared in 16 18,

greatly raifed his character. It was by this means he got ac-

quainted with fir Henry Savile, who, in 1 619, appointed him
his firft profeffor of aftronomy at Oxford [ij. Upon this he
removed to that univerfity, and was entered a mailer commoner
of Merton college ; the mailer and fellows whereof appointed

him junior reader of Linacer's lecture in 1631, and fuperior

reader in 1635 [k]. As he refolved to publilh correct editions

of the ancient ailronomers, agreeably to the flatutes of the

founder of his profeflbrfhip; in order to make himfelf acquainted

with the difcoveries of the arabian ailronomers, he began the

fludy of the arabic language when he was above 40 years of

age. Some time before his death, he removed to a houfe op-

pofite Merton college, where he died in 1643. His body was
conveyed to the public fchools, where an oration was pronounced
in his praife by the univerfity orator j and was carried from
thence to Merton college church, where it was depofited near the

altar. He left feveral works, but many of them have never

been publiihed FlJ.

BAIUS,

[h] Wood's Ath. Oxon. vol ii. col. 34. of " Cometographia." Th. Smith, Com-
Tho. Smith Commentanolus de vita J. mentar. p. 5. 2. *' Procli fphaera. Pto-

Bainbridge, p. 3. lomaei de hypothefibus planetarum liber

fi] Wood, ibid. fingularis." To which he added Ptole-

[k] Smith, p. 6 my's Canon regnorum. He collated thefc

[l] The three following works are all pieces with ancient manufcripts, and has

that were puMifhed : t. " An aftronomical given a latin verfion of them, illuftrated

Defcription of the late Comet, from the with figures. Printed in 1620, in quarto.

j-.th ot November 1618, to the i6thof 3. " Canicularia. A treatife concerning

December following, London, 1619," the dog-ftar and the canicular days." Pub-
quarto. This piece was only a fpecimen lifhed at Oxford in 1648, by Mr. Greaves,

of a larger work, which the author in. together with a demonstration of the helia-

lendei w publilh in latin, under the title cal rifing of Sirius, or the dog-ftar, for

the
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BAIltS, or De Bay, (Michael), was born at Melun, in

the territory of Ath, in 15 13. The emperor Charles V. made
choice of him to be profeffor of divinity in the univerfity of Lou-
vain. He was afterwards chancellor of that body, guardian o£

its privileges, and inquiiitor-general. The univerfity, in concert

with the king of Spain, elected him deputy to the council of

Trent, where he acquired reputation. He had already published

feveral fmall pieces. Baius, having been engaged in controverfy

with the lutherans and calvinifts, thought the moil efFeclual

way to bring them back to the bofom of the church, would be

by adopting fome of their opinions. He was accufed of having

caufed the revival of divers points of the doctrine of Calvin on
the article of juitification, and he pretended to flicker his

notions by frequently citing St. Auguftin. They were de-
nounced to the inquisitor of Louvain, who forbade them to be

taught, and to the Sorbonne, who paffed a vote of cenfure on
them in 1560. Pius V. Condemned 76 others of them, by his

bull of the ill of October 1567. The condemnation was made
generally and implicitly; that is to fay, the ngnifieation was
not Rated in which every particular was condemnable. Friar

Peretti, general of the Cordeliers (afterwards pope, under the

name 01 Sixtus V.) exerted himfelf much againlr the doctor of

Louvain, at the entreaty of the francifcans his brethren, whom
Baius had irritated by his contempt of the feholaitics. The bull

caufed a great clamour in the univerfity of Louvain, The car*

dinal de Graiivelle, who was commiflioned with it, caufed it to

be received. Baius himfelf, after fome difficulties, fubmitted

to it in 156S, at leaft outwardly; not, however, without al-

leging, as is ufual in all fuch cafes, that the propofitions were

the parallel of Lower Egypt. Dr. R.iin-

bridee undertook this woik at the reqnell

of archbifhop Ulher, bur left it i in pe r t'e it

;

bcipcr prevented bv the breaking out of

ihs civil war, or by death. Smith, p.

'4-

There were feveral differtations of his

prepared for and committed to the prefs

the year after his death, but the edition

of them was nevercompleted. The titles

of them are as follow ; I. " Antiprog-

nolrjcon, in quo f*ottftxv)r aftrologicae, cce-

kfbum domorum, et tnplicitatum com-
mentis, magnifque S.iturni et Jovis (cujuf*

modi ;inno 162;, et J<H3> contigerunt,

et vicefimo fere quoque deinceps anno, ra-

tis naturae legibus, recurrent) conjunctio-

nibus innixa?, ranitas breviier detegitur."

2. " Dc meridianoium five Icngitudinum

diffeientiisinveniendisdiffertatio. 3.
'• De

ftdla Veneris diatriba."

There were alio fome ceieftia) bbferva-

tions of his, which may be feen in Ifraael

BuUiahlus's Aitronomia Philolaica, pu.T-

iilhed at Paris in 1 64^.
Befides what we have mentioned, there

are feveral other tracis which weie never

publifhed, hut left by his will to archbifhop

Uiher; among whofe manufcripts they are

prcferv.d in rhe library of the cu.leuc of

Dublin. Amongft others are. the follow,

ing : t. A Theory of the Sun. z- A
Theory of the Moon. 3. A Difourfc

concerning the Quantity of the Year. 4.

Two volumes of Agronomical Oblerva-

tions. 5. Nine or ten volumes of mil-

ecltaneous papers relating to the mathe-

matics. Smith, p. 15.

He undertook likewife a defcription of

the briti!h monarchy, in order to Ihewthe.'

advantages of the union of England and.

Scotland under one monarch ; but this

treatife was either loll or fuppretfed by

hiiu. Ibid,

not
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not his, or that they had been fraudulently drawn up. Gregory
XIII. in 1579, Supported the work of Pius V. The jefuit

Tolet, bearer of his bull, obliged Baius to fign a document
whereby he acknowledged that he had maintained many of the

lxxvi propositions j and that they had been condemned in the

fignification that he had given them. His principal tenets were :

"That the ft ate of innocence is the natural ftate of man ; that

it is proper to him, and that God could not create him in any

Other ftate : that his merits in that ftate could not be called

gifts of grace ; that lie was able then to merit eternal life by the

powers of nature: thar, fince the fall of Adam, the works of

man performed without the grace of God are fins: that, con-

sequently, all the actions of infidels are fins, and the viftues of

the philofoph rs vices. That all the finner does is fin. That
every crime is of inch a nature, that it may contaminate its au-

thor and all his poflerity, like the original fin, &c." This doc-

trine certainly is not very comfortable
;
yet it found numerous

followers, who even improved upon the ridiculous notions of

their matter. The djfciples of Baius, and thole of the jefuit

Lemuz, at that time proiefibr at Louvain, engaged in a very

violent conteft againft each other. The papal nuncio in the

Low Countries thought it neceflary, for appealing thefe dif-

pwtcs, to impofe filence on both parties. He propofed this ju-

dicious method to ftixrus V. who immediately put it in force.

The nuncio accordingly repaired to Louvain in 1588, and for-

bad, under pain or excommunication, either of the two parties

to ftigmatize their adversaries by any cenfures, till fentence had
been ifiued from the apoitolical chair. Baius, however, having at-

tempted once more to put a favourable construction on his

opinions, and not- Succeeding, he thought of nothing but to end
his days in peace. He died the 16th of September 15R9, at

the age of 76. We have his controversial tracts againft Mar-
r.tx, 1579 and 1 5 82, 2 vols. 8vo. His works were all collected

in J690, in 4to. at Cologn. His flyle is greatly fuperior to that

of the divines of his time; it is fimple and clofe. We plainly

perceive that Baius had ftudied the fathers. It is even affirmed

that he read St. Auguftin over nine times; a proof of his pa-

tience, if not of his judgment. He feems to have been fond of

lingular conceits ; for, in his treatife on original fin, he is at

great pains to prove, that if, among mankind, fome men have

ilronger paffions than others, it is becaufe at their birth they

partook more of original fin. Baius by his will forwarded a

college for education : ox his works this is the beft. His ne-

phew, James Baiur-, likewife doctor of Louvain, and who died

in 1614, left behind him a tract on the Eucharift, printed at that

cicy in 1605, ^vo * an^ a catechifm in folio, Cologn 1620. The
opinions cf Michael Baius did not die with him. Cornelius

Janfenius
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janfenius revived a great number of them in his book entitled

Auguftinus.

BAKER (Sir Richard), author of the Chronicle of the

kings of England, born at Siffingherft in Kent, about 1568 [m].
In 1584, he was entered a commoner at Hart-hall in Oxford j

where he remained three years, which he fpent chiefly in the

ftudy of logic and philofophy. From thence he removed to one
of the inns 01 court in London, and afterwards travelled abroad,

in order to complete his education [n]. In 1594, he was created

mailer of arts at Oxford ; and in May 1603, received the honour
of knighthood from James I. at Theobalds. In 1620, he was-

high-fherifF of Oxfordfhire, having the manor of Middle-Alton
and other eftates in that county. He married a daughter of fir

George Man waring, of Ightfield in Shropfhire, knight ; and
having become furety for fome of that family's debts, was
thereby reduced to poverty, and thrown into the Fleet prifon,

where he died Feb. 18, 1645, an<^ was buried in St. Bride's

church, Fleet-ftreet. He was a perfon tall and comely (fays

Mr. Wood), of a good difpofition and admirable difcourfe, re-

ligious, and well-read in various faculties, efpecially in divinity

and hiftory, as appears from the books he compofed [o].

BAKER (David), an englifh benedicline monk, of whom
Mr. Wood has given us a very circumftahtial account, and par-
ticularly of his miraculous converfion from atheifm to chriltianity,

was educated at Broadgate's hall, now Pembroke college, in the
univerfity of Oxford. He afterwards fludied at the Temple,
where his excellent natural abilities enabled him in a fhort time
to make a great proficiency in the law. Soon after his conver-
fion, he went to Italy, where he entered into the order of St.

Benedict, having changed his name from David to Auguftine.
He was, in the reign of Cha. I. a confiderabletime refident in Eng-
land, in the quality of a miilionary : but, as he was much given
to retirement and abltraclion, he was, by fome of his brethren,
thought a very improper perfon for that employment. He was,
for feveral years, the fpiritual director of the englifh benedicline
dames at Cambray, and afterwards their conferTor. He fpent

[m] Wood's Athen. Oxon. on the Fall of Lucifer, printed with the
[n] See his Chronicle. Apology. 7. A Soliloquy of the Soul, or
[o] Befides his Chronicle, he has left a Pillar of Thoughts. 1641, izma. 8.

the following works : 1. Cato variegatus, Theatrum redivivum, or the Theatre vin-
or Cato's Moral Diltichs varied in verfe. dicated ; in anfwer to Prynne's Hiitrio-

1636. 2. Meditations and Difquifitions maltix. 1662, 8to. 9. Theatrum trium-
on the Lord's Prayer. 16}). 4:0. 3. phans, or a Difcourfe of Plays. 1670.
Meditations and Difquifitions on certain We have alfo a tranflation of his, from
Pfalms of David. Primed at different Italian into englifh, of Malvezzi's Dif-
times. 4. Meditations and Prayers upon courfes on Tacitus. 164'. folio; and
the feven Days of the Week. 1640. 410. from french into englilh, the three fine

5. Apology for Laymen writin? on Divi- parts of the Letters of Monfieur Balzac,
nity- 1 641, nmo. 6. Short Mcjitations 1638, 8vo.

Vol. II. D he



34 BAKER.
the latter part of his life in London, where he died in 164 r.

He is faid to have been much employed in mental prayer •, and
was author of feveral books relating to the exercifes of a fpi-

ritual life. He wrote an expofition of the famous myflical book,
intituled, Scala Perfectionis, by Walter Hilton. Thefe and
the reft of his works, which are extant, are, as Mr. Wood tells

us, conferved in nine large tomes in folio, MS. in the mo-
naftery of englifh benedicline nuns at Cambray. He made large

collections for an Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of England, and other

fubjects of antiquity, in which he was affifted by the molt emi-
nent of our antiquaries. But thefe, which were in fix folio

volumes, are loft •, as are alfo three large volumes of his tranf-

lations of the works of fpiritual authors. None of his books
were ever printed ; but Hugh CrefTy, in his Church Hiftory

of Britanny, and other writers have been much indebted to

him.

BAKER (Thomas), an eminent mathematician, born atllton

in Somerfetfhire, in 1625 [p]. In 1640, he was entered at

Magdalen-hall, Oxford ; and in 1645, was elected fcholar of

Wadham college. He took his degree of bachelor of arts, 1647,
and foon after left the univerfity. He afterwards became vicar

of Bifhops-Nymmet in Devonfhire, where he lived a ftudious

and retired life for many years. He chiefly applied himfelf to

the mathematics ; and he gave a proof of his great knowledge

in this branch of learning, in the book he publifhed, intituled,

The geometrical key, &c. [qJ], of which performance there is

an account in the Philofophical Tranfaftions [r]. A little before

his death, the Royal Society fent him fome queries, to which
he returned fuch fatisfactory anfwers, that they gave him a

medal, with an infcription to his honour. He died at Bifhops-

Nymmet, 1690, and was buried in his own church.

BAKER (Thomas), a very ingenious and learned antiquary,

was defcended from a family ancient and well-efteemed, diftin-

guifhed by its loyalty and affection for the crown [sj. His
grandfather, fir George Baker, knt. almoft ruined his family by

his exertions for Charles I. Being recorder of Newcaftle, he

kept that town, 1639, againft the Scots [t] (as they themfelves

[p] Wood's Athen. Oxon. tions by a circle, and any (and that one

[oj The title of the book at full length only) parabole, &c. 1684, 4to. in latin

is, " The geometrical key; or the gate and englifh.

of equations unlocked; or, a new difco- £r] Vol. xiv. No. 157. p. 594.
very of the eonltruction of all equations, [sj Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols,

howfoever affected, not exceeding the p. 6/3.

fourth degree, viz. oflinears, quadratics, [t] Mr. Thomas Baker erected a mo-
cubics, biquadratics, and the finding of nument to him at his own expence in the

all their roots, as well falfe as true, great church at Hull, with an epitaph,

without the ufe of mefobale, trifedion of afier he had lain there difiegarded 40
angles, without reduction, depreffion, or years. See the epitaph in Le Neve's Mou.

any other previous preparations of equa» Ar.gl. from 16 15 to 1679, p. 123.

1 wrote
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wrote to the parliament) with a " noble oppofition." He bor-

rowed large fums upon his own credit, and lent the money to

the king, or laid it out in his fervice. His father was George
Baker, efq. of Crook, in the parifh of Lanchefter, in the county

of Durham, who married Margaret daughter of Thomas Forftef

of Edderfton, in the county of Northumberland, efq. Mr. Baker

was born at Crook, September 14, 1656 [u]. He was educated

at the free-fchool at Durham, under Mr. Batterfby, many years

mailer, and thence removed with his elder brother George to

St. John's college, Cambridge, and admitted, the former as

penfioner, the latter as fellow-commoner, under the tuition of

Mr. Sanderfon, July 9, 1674 [x]. He proceeded, B. A. 1677 ;

M. A. 1681 ; was elected fellow, March 1680; ordained

deacon by bifhop Compton of London, December 20, 1685;
prieft by bifhop Barlow of Lincoln, December 19, 1086. Dr.

Watfon, tutor of the college, who was nominated, but not yet

confecrated bifhop of St. David's, offered to take him for

his chaplain, which he declined, probably on the profpecl:

of a like offer from Crew, lord bifhop of Durham, which he
foon after accepted. His lordfhip collated him to the rectory

of Long-Newton in his diocefe, and the fame county, June

1687 ; and, as Dr. Grey was informed by fome of the bifhop's

family, intended to have given him that of Sedgeheld, worth
6 or 700I. a year, with a golden prebend, had he not incurred

his difpleafure, and left his family, for refufing to read king

James II. 's declaration for liberty of conscience. The bifhop,

who difgraced him for this refufal, and was excepted out of

king William's pardon, took the oaths to that king, and kept

his bifhopric till his death. Mr. Baker refigned Long-Newton
Auguft I, 1690, refufing to take the oaths-, and retired to his

fellowship at St. John's, in which he was protected till January

20, 1717, when, with one-and-twenty others, he was dif-

poffefied of it. This hurt him molt of all, not for the profit he
received from it, but that fome whom he thought his fincereft

friends came fo readily into the new meafures, particularly Dr.

Robert Jenkin the mafter, who wrote a defence of the profeffion

of Dr. Lake, bifhop of Chichelter, concerning the new oaths

and paffive obedience, and refigned his precentorlhip of Chi-

chelter, and vicarage of Waterbeach, in the county of Cam-
bridge. Mr. Baker could not perfuade himfelf but he might have

[u] Heath's Chron. p. 68, Rufhworth's may be depended upon, he muft at that

Collections, p. iii. vol. ii. p. C47. Re- time have been near 18 ; and he has been
jifter of Births in Lanchefter church, there heard to lay, that coming up at the fame
being at that time no regifter of baptifrns. time with his elder brother George, who

[x] Mr. Thomas Baker's admiffion is was two years older, that it might not be

catered in the college regifter, June 13, known how late he was admitted, their

1674, Ktat. 16. But if the p*rilh regifter true ages wet e concealed.

D % fhewn
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(hewn the fame indulgence to his fcruples on that c-ccafion, as

he had done before while himfelf was of that way of thinking.

Of all his fufFerings none therefore gave him fo much uneafi-

nefs. In a letter from Dr. Jenkin, addrefled to Mr Baker, fellow

of St. John's, he made the following remark on the fuperfcrip-

tion :
" I was fo then ; I little thought it mould be by him that

I am now no fellow : but God is jiift, and I am a finner." After

the palling the regiftering act, J 723, he was defired to regifter

his annuity of 40I. which the laft act required before it was
amended and explained. Though this annuity left him by his

father for his fortune, with 20I. per annum out of his collieries

by his elder brother from the day of his death, Auguft 1699,

for the remaining part of the leafe, which determined at Whit-
funtide 1723, was now his whole fubfiftence, he could not be

prevailed on to fecure himfelf againfl the act, but wrote thus in

anfwer to his friend :
" 1 thank you for your kind concern for

me ; and yet I was very well apprized of the late act, but do

not think it worth while at this age, and under thefe infirmities,

to give myfelf and friends fo much trouble about it. I do not

think that any living be fides myfelf knows lurely that my annuity

is charged upon any part of my coufm Baker's eflate •, or if they

do, I can hardly believe that any one, for fo poor and uncertain

a reward, will turn informer ; or if any one be found fo poorly

mean and bafe, I am fo much acquainted with the hardfhips of

the world, that I can bear it. I doubt not I (hall live under the

fevered treatment of my enemies ; or, if I cannot live, I am fure

I fhall die, and that's comfort enough to me. If a conveyance

will fecure us againft the act, I am willing to make fuch a con-

veyance to them, not fraudulent or in trull, but in as full and

abfolute a manner as words can make it ; and if that fhall be

thought good fecurity, I defire you will have fuch a conveyance

drawn and fent me by the port, and I'll fign it and leave it with

any friend you fhall appoint till it can be fent to you." He re-

tained a lively refentment of his deprivations ; and wrote him-

felf in all his books, as well as in thofe which he gave to the

college library, " focius ejectus," and in fome " ejectus rector."

He continued to refide in the college as commoner-mafter till

his death, which happened July 2, 1740, of a paralytic llroke,

being found on the floor of his chamber. In the afternoon of

June 29, being alone in his chamber, he was ftruck with a flight

apoplectic fit, which abating a little, he recovered his fenfes,

and knew all about him, who were his nephew Burton, Drs.

Bedford and Heberden. He feemed perfectly fatisfied and re-

figned : and when Dr. Bedford defired him to take fome medi-

cine then ordered, he declined it, faying, he would only take

his ufual fuftenance, •which his bedmaker knew the times and

quantities of giving : he was thankful for the afh.6Uon ai.d care

6 his
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his friends (hewed him, but, hoping the time of his diflblution

was at hand, would by no means endeavour to retard it. His

diforder increafed, and the third day from this feizure he de-

parted. He was buried in St John's outer chapel, near the mo-
nument of Mr. Afhton, who founded his fellowfhip. No me-
morial has yet been erected over him, he having forbidden it in

his will. Being appointed one of the executors of his eldeft

brother's will, by which a large fum was bequeathed to pious

ufes, he prevailed on the other two executors, who were his

other brother Francis and the hon Charles Montague, to layout

13 rol. of the money upon an eftate to be fettled upon St. John's

college for fix exhibitioners. He likewife gave the college iool.

for the eorifideration of 61. a year (then legal intereif} for his

life ; and to the library feveral choice books, both printed and
IV'iS. ; medals, and coins •, befides what he left to it by his will ;

which were " all fuch books, printed and MS. as he had, and
were wanting there." All that Mr. Baker printed was, i . " Re-
flections on Learning [y], {hewing the infuiliciency thereof in

its feveral particulars, in order to evince the ufefulnefs and
neceflity of revelation, London, 17 10," (which went through

eight editions •, and Mr. Bofwell, in his " Method of Study,"

ranks it among the englifh daffies for purity of ftyle) ; and, 2.
<c The Preface to biihop Fifher's Funeral Sermon for Margaret

countefs of Richmond and Derby, 1708;" both without his'

name. Dr. Grey had the original MS. of both in his own hands.

The latter piece is a fufficient fpecimen of the editor's {kill in

antiquities to make us rtgret that he did not live to publifli his

" Hiitory of St. John's college, from the foundation of old St.

John's houfe to the prefent time ; with fome occafional and in-

cidental account of the affairs of the univerfity, and of fuch pri-

vate colleges as held communication or intercourfe with the old

houfe or college : collected principally from MSS. and carried

on through a fucceffion of mailers to the end of biihop Gun-
ning's mallerlhip, 1670." The original, fit for the prefs, is

[y] This piece is written with much in- ter upon natural phiiofophy ; but it is only

genuity and learning, and points out in an to obferve, that his principle of auradtion

igreeable, but yet in a very general and is rather pious than philosophical, and in

fuperficial manner, the detects and errors truth no better than an occult quality.

in the various branches of literature and Though the author doubtlefs intended this

fcience ; and it is remarkable, that too little work for the benefit of revelation, as

elofe an attachment to his point has made he profeffeth, yet many have not perceived

the author overlook fome real and capital the confequences, which were fo ftriking

acquifitions, that have been made in the to him ; nor, why revelation is the more
field of knowledge. For proof of this, neceffary and ufeiul, becaufe nature has

we need only obferve, that though he hath prefcribed bounds and limits to the powers
one chapter upon metaphyfics, and another of the human underltanding. His book,

upon natural phiiofophy, yet he hath not however, which was printed abouttheyeat
fnentioned either Locke or Newton. He 1700, has gone through eight or ten edi-

£q£S indeed allude to Newton, in his chap- tions : the fifth was printed in 1714.

D 3 among
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among the Harleian MSS. No. 7028. His MS. collections re-

lative to the Hiftory and Antiquities of the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge, amounting to 39 volumes in folio, and three in quarto,

are divided between the Britifh Mufeum and the public library

at Cambridge •, the former pofTefles 23 volumes, which he be-

queathed to the earl of Oxford, his friend and patron ; the latter

16 in folio, and three in quarto, which he bequeathed to the

univerfity. Dr. Knight ftyles him " the greateft mafter of the

antiquities of this our univerfity," and Hearne fays, " Optan-
dum eft ut fua quoque collectanea de antiquitatibus Canta-

brigienfibus juris faciat publicicl. Bakerus, quippequieruditione

fumma judicioque acri & fubaclo polleat." Mr. Baker intended

fomething like an Athense Cantabrigienfes on the plan of the

Athene Oxonienfes. Had he lived to have completed his de-

fign, it would have far exceeded that work, notwithflanding the

reflection, as unjuft as fevere, with which the writer of Anthony
"Wood's article, in the firft edition of the Biographia Britan-

nica, ihfults Cambridge by faying, " that Mr. Baker's feeble at-

tempt of the like kind undoubtedly reflects the higheft honour
on Mr. Wood's performance." With the application and in-

duflry of Mr. Wood, Mr. Baker united a penetrating judgment
and a great correctnefs of ftyle ; and thefe improvements of the

mind were crowned with thofe amiable qualities of the heart,

candour and integrity [z]. Among his contemporaries who
diftinguifhed themfelves in the fame walk with himfelf, and de-

rived afliftance from him, may be reckoned Mr. Hearne, Dr,

Knight, Dr. John Smith, Hilkiah Bedford, Browne Willis,

Mr. Strype, Mr. Peck, Mr. Ames, Dr. Middleton, and Profeflbr

Ward. Two large volumes of his letters to the firft of thefe

antiquaries are in the Bodleian library. There is an indifferent

print of him by Simon from a memoriter picture ; but a very

good likenefs of him by C. Bridges. Vertue was privately en-

gaged to draw his picture by Health. Dr. Grey had his picture,

of which Mr Burton had a copy by Mr. Ritz. The Society of

Antiquaries have another portrait of him. It was his cuftom

[z] Dr. Grey collected materials for a that Mr. Baker's collections will fomo

life of him, which were given by his widow time or other be laid before the public,

to Mr. Mafters. who thought than hardly In an unpublished letter of biihop Warbur-
fufficient to make a work by themfelves, ton, written towards the clofe of Mr. Ba-
but would have prefixed them to Mr- Ba- ker's life, he fays, " Good old Mr. Baker

ker's hiftory of St. John's college, and ap- of St. John's has indeed been very oblig-

plied to Dr. Powell, the late mafter. for ing. The people of St. John's almoft adore

the ufe of the trarifcript taken, at his pre- the man; for, as there is much in him to

deceffor Dr. Newcome's expence, from efteem, much to pity, and nothing (but

the original in the Biitifh Mufeum. But his virtue and learning) to envy; he has

this was declined, as the hiftory, though all the juftice at prefent done him that

containing feveral curious matters, is few people of merit have till they are

written under the influence of partiality dead."

and refentment. It is probable, however,

in
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in every book he had, or read, to write obfervations and an ac-

count of the author. Of thefe a confiderable number are at St.

John's college, and feveral in the Bodleian library, among Dr.
Rawlinfon's bequefts. A fair tranfcript of his fele£t MS. ob-

fervations on Dr. Drake's edition of archbifhop Parker, 1729,
is in the hands of Mr. Nichols. Dr. John Bedford of Durham
had his copy of the " Hereditary Right" greatly enriched by
Mr. Baker. Dr. Grey, who was advifed with about the difpofal

of the books, had his copy of Spelman's Gloflary. Mr. Crow
married a filler of Mr. Baker's nephew Burton ; and, on Bur-
ton's death inteftate in the autumn after his uncle, became pof-

fefied of every thing. What few papers of Mr. Baker's were
among them, he let Mr. Smith of Burnhall fee •, and they being

thought of no account were deftroyed ; except the deed con-
cerning the exhibitions at St. John's, his own copy of the hiflory

of the college, notes on the foundrefs's funeral fermon, and the

deed drawn for creating him chaplain to bilhop Crew in the

month and year of the revolution, the day left blank, and the

deed unfubfcribed by the bilhop, as if rejected by him.

BAKER. (Henry), an ingenious and diligent naturalift, was
born in Fleet-flreet, London, either near the end of the lafl, or

very early in the beginning of the prefent century [a]. His fa-

ther's profeffion is not known ; but his mother was, in her

time, a midwife of great practice. He was brought up, under
an eminent bookfeller who preceded the elder Dodfley, to the

bufinefs of a bookfeller ; in which, however, he appears not to

have engaged at all after his apprenticefhip ; or, if he did, he
foon relinquished it : for, though it was in his power to have
drawn away all his mailer's bell cuftomers, he would not fet

up againll him. Mr. Baker being of a philofophical turn of
mind, and having diligently attended to the methods which
might be practicable and ufeful in the cure of Hammering, and
efpecially in teaching deaf and dumb perfons to fpeak, he made
this the employment of his life [b]. In the profecution of fo

valuable and difficult an undertaking he was very fuccefsful j

£a] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, ties, and the talent of elegant letter-writ-

p. 413. ing, and every domeftic accomplifhment.

[b] Mr. Baker was early introduced Mr. Baker taught them alfo aftronomy and
into the family of Mr. Fofter, an eminent geography; and they were fo capable of

attorney (father of the late ferjeant Fof- the politer inftrudVions, that they appeared

ter), who had two daughters and a young- with advantage in public affemblies. They
er fon born deaf and dumb. Mr. Baker's are ftill, we believe, living at Peteibo-

happy method of inftruftion (for which, rough. Whether their younger brother

if we are not mif-informed, he received came under Mr. Baker's tuition, does not

iool. a year) fucceeded fo well, that the appear. Their elder brother was bred to

young ladies were qualified in all the parts the church. The ferjeant died, leaving,

of female education; and, befides the ad- by a daughter of the late fir John Strange,

vantage of good perfons, poffeffed under- m after of the rolls, one daughter, who fur-

ftandings as improved as could pofiibly be vives him.
wnder the want of two fuch effential facul-

D 4 and
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and feveral of his pupils, who are (till living, bear teftimony to

the ability and good effect of his inftructions. He married So-?

phia, youngeft daughter of the famous Daniel Defoe, who
brought him two fons, both of whom he furvived. On the 2yth

of January 1740, Mr. Baker was elected a fellow of the fociety

of antiquaries ; aud, on the 12th of March following, the fame
honour was conferred upon him by the royal fociety. In 1744,
fir Godfrey Copley's gold medal was bellowed upon him, for

hiving, by his microfcopical experiments on the cryftaliizations

and configurations of faline particles, produced the mo ft extraor-

dinary difcovery during that year. This medal was prefented

to him by fir Hans Sloane, late prefident of the royal fociety^

and only furviving truftee of fir Godfrey Copley's donation, at

the recommendation of fir Hans's worthy fucceflbr, Martin

Folkes, efq. and of the council of the faid fociety. Having led

a very ufeful and honourable life, he died, at his apartments in

the Strand, on the 25th of Nov. 1774, being then above feventy

years of age. His wife had been dead fome time before ; and

he only left one grandfon, William Baker, who was born Feb.

17, 1763, and to whom, on his living to the age of twenty-

one, he bequeathed the bulk of his fortune, which he had ac-

quired by his profeffion of teaching deaf and dumb perfons to

fpeak. It is much to be regretted, that Mr. Baker {hould fuffer

his art to die with him, which we are allured was the cafe, and

all his patients were enjoined to fecrecy [c |. He gave alfo by

his will a hundred pounds to the royal fociety, the intereft of

which was to be applied in paying for an annual oration on nar
tural hiftory or experimental philofophy. He gave to each of

his two executors one hundred pounds [d] ; and his wife's gold

watch and trinkets in truft to his daughter-in-law Mary Baker

for her life, and to be afterwards given to the future wife of his

grandfon. To Mrs. Baker he gave alfo an annuity of fifty

pounds. His furniture, printed books (but not MSS.), cuviofi-

ties, and collections of every fort, he directed fhould be fold,

which was accordingly done. His fine collection of native and

foreign fofiils, petrifactions, fhells, corals, vegetables, ores, &c.

with fome antiquities and other curiofities, were fold by auc-

tion, March 13, 1775, and the nine following days. He was
buried, as he defined, in an unexpenfive manner, in the church-

yard of St. Mary le-Strand ; within which church, on the fouth

wall, he ordered a fmall tablet to be erected to his memory.

£cj At the end of his inftruclion he attain the age of twenty-one, Mr. Baker

took a bond for 100I. of each fcholar rot gave to each of his executors 500I. 3 to

to divulge his method ; and he is faid to Mrs. Baker icol. a year ; to the royal fo»

have ftood a fuit for it with a fon of the ciety $ool. ; lo the fociety of antiquaries

late earl of Buchan. 3 col. ; and feveral other legacies.

[d] In cafe the grandfon fhould not
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" An infcription for it," he faid, " would probably be found

among his papers ; if not, he hoped fome learned friend would
write one agreeably to truth." This friendly office, however,

remains as yet to be performed. Mr. Baker was a conftant and
ufeful attendant at the meetings of the royal and antiquarian

focieties, and in both was frequently chofen one of the council.

He was peculiarly attentive to all the new improvements which
were made in natural fcience, and very follicitous for the profe-

cation of them. Though he was fo refpe£tab!e a member of the

royal fociety, he did not efcape the ftrietures of Dr. Hill, in the

doctor's review of the works of that illuftrious body. Several

of his communications are printed in the Philofophical Tramic-
tions ; and, befides the papers written by himfelf, he was the

means, by his extenfive correfpondence, of conveying to the fo-

ciety the intelligence and obfervations of other inquifitive and
philofophical men. His correfpondence was not confined to

his own country. To him we are obliged for a true hiitory of

the coccus polonicus, tranfmitted by Dr. Wolfe, it is to Mr.
Baker's communications that we owe the larger alpine ftraw-

berry, of late fo much cultivated and approved of in England.
The feeds of it were fent in a letter from profeffor Bruns of
Turin to our philofopher, who gave them to feveral of his

friends, by whofe care they furnifhed an abundant increafe.

The feeds likewife of the true rhubarb, or rheum palmatum*
now to be met with in almoft every garden in this country,

were firft tranfmitted to Mr. Baker by Dr. Mounfey, phyfician

to the emprefs of Ruffia. Thefe, like the former, were diflri-

buted to his various acquaintance, and fome of the feeds vege-
tated very kindly. It is apprehended that all the plants of the
rhubarb now in Great Britain were propagated from this fource.

Two or three of Mr. Baker's papers, which relate to antiquities,

may be found in the philofophical tranfactions. The fociety

for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and commerce,
is under fingular obligations to our worthy naturalift As he
was one of the earlielt members of it, fo he contributed in no
fmall degree to its rife and eftablifhment. At its firft inftitu-

tion, he officiated for fome time gratis, as fecretary. He was
many years chairman of the committee of accounts : and he took
an active part in the general deliberations of the fociety. In his

attendance he was almoft unfailing, and there were few que-
ftions of any moment upon which he did not deliver his opi-
nion. Though, from the lownefs of his voice, his manner of
fpeaking was not powerful, it was clear, fenfible, and convin-
cing ; what he faid, being ufually much to the purpofe, and al-

ways proceeding from the belt intentions, had often the good ef-
fect of contributing to bring the fociety to rational determina-

tes, when many of the members feemed to have loft them-

felves
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felves in the intricacies of debate. He drew up a fhort account
of the original of this fociety, and of the concern he himfelf had
in forming it •, which was read before the fociety of antiquaries,

and would be a pleafing prefent to the public. Mr. Baker was
a poetical writer in the early part of his life. His " Invocation
of Health" got abroad without his knowledge ; but was reprint-

ed by himfelf in his " Original Poems, ferious and humorous,"
Part the fir ft, 8vo, 1725. The fecond part came out in 1726.
Among thefe poems are fome tales as witty and as loofe as

Prior's. He was the author, likewife, of " The Univerfe, a

Poem, intended to reftrain the pride of man," which has been
feveral times reprinted. His account of the water polype,

which was originally publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfac-
tions, was afterwards enlarged into a fcparate treatife, and hath
gone through feveral editions. But his principal publications

are, " The iMicrofcope made eafy," and " Employment for the

Microfcope." The firft of thefe, which was originally publifhed

in 1742, or 1743, has gone through fix editions. The fecond

edition of the other, which, to fay the leaft of it, is equally pleaf-

ing and inftrucYive, appeared in 1764. Thefe treatifes, and
efpecially the latter, contain the moft curious and important of

the obfervations and experiments which Mr. Baker either laid

before the royal fociety, or publifhed feparately. It has been
faid of Mr. Baker, that " he was a philosopher in little things."

If it was intended by this language to lefien his reputation, there

is no propriety in the Stricture. He was an intelligent, upright

and benevolent man, much reflected by thofe who knew him
beft. His friends were the friends of fcience and virtue : and
it will always be remembered by his contemporaries, that no one
was more ready than himfelf to affift thofe with whom he was
converfant in their various refearches and endeavours for the ad-

vancement of knowledge and the benefit of fociety. This tran-

quil good man was unhappy in his children. His eldeft fon,

David Erfkine Baker, was a young man of genius and learning.

Having been adopted by an uncle, who was a filk-throwfter in

Spital-fields, he Succeeded him in the bufinefs ; but wanted the

prudence and attention which are neceflary to fecure profperity

in trade. Pie married the daughter of Mr. Clendon, a reverend

empyric. Like his father he was both a philofopher and a poet,

and wrote feveral occafional poems in the periodical collections,

fome of which were much admired at the time ; but fo violent

was his turn for dramatic performance, that he repeatedly en-

gaged with the loweft Strolling companies, in fpite of every ef-

fort of his father to reclaim him. The public was indebted to

him for " The Companion to the Playhoufe," in two volumes,

1764, 1 2mo; a work which, though imperfect, had consider-

able merit, and fliewed that he poSSeSfed a very extenfive knpw-
ledgc
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ledge of our dramatic authors •, and which has fince (under the

title of " Biographia Dramatica") been confiderably improved by
the attention of a gentleman in every refpecl well qualified for

the undertaking. Mr. Baker's other fon, Henry, followed the

profefhon of a lawyer, but in no creditable line ; and left one
fon, William, who has been already mentioned as the grandfa-

ther's heir.

BAKHUISEN (Ludolph), a painter and engraver, born in

1 63 1, in the city of Embclen, in the circle of Weftphalia, died in

1709. In his fir ft efTLyshe had no other guide than his own na-

tural tafte ; his performances prefently got into efteem, though
he had not yet learnt the elements of his art. He now cultivated

his talents, and his ftudies were directed by ikiiiul mailers. This
excellent artift was a great confulter of nature, and has repre-

fented it accurately in his works. His fubjects are chiefly fea-

pieces, and more efpecially tempefts. His colouring is foft and.

harmonious, his drawing correct, and his compofitions fpirited.

His defigns are exceedingly prized ; as linking in their effect:,

and admirable for the neatnefs of the wafh. This mailer en-

graved in aquafortis feveral profpects at fea. The king of Pruf-

fia, the grand duke of Tufcany, and the tzar Peter I. fometimes
vifited his workroom, and felected pictures for ornamenting their

palaces.

BALAMIO (Ferdinand), of Sicily, was phyfician to pope
Leo X. who greatly regarded him. He was no lefs fkilled in

the belles lettres than in medicine , and he cultivated poetry and
the greek learning wich much fuccefs. He tranflaced, from the

greek into latin, feveral pieces of Galen ; which were firll print-

ed feparately, and afterwards inferted in the works of that an-
tient phyfician, publifhed at Venice in 1586, in folio. He flou-

rifhed at Rome about the year 1555.
BALATHT, furname of Abulfeda Othman ben Iffa, author of

the book intituled, Afchkal al khath, which is a treatife of the

figures and characters of divers alphabets ; and of another that

bears the name of Akhbar al mothana, hiftory of thofe who
maintain the two principles, like the Zoroaftrians and the Ma-
nichees.

BALBI (John), a genoefe dominican, named alfo Janua or

Januenfis, compofed, in the xiiith century, Commentaries, and
feveral other works. His Catholicon, feu Summa Grammati-
calis, was printed at Mentz in folio, 1460, by Full and Schceffer.

He intitled it Catholicon, or Univerfal, becaufe it is not a fimple

vocabulary, but a kind of clafiical encyclopedia, containing a

grammar, a body of rhetoric, and a dictionary. Notwithftanding
that this book is badly enough digefted, yet it was much wanted
in the times of Balbi. A furprifing number of copies were
printed of it ; and it was one of the firll books on which the art

of
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of printing was employed. It is very dear and extremely fcarce.

This John Balbi is to be diftinguifhed from Jerom Balbo, bifhop

of Goritz, who died at Venice in 1535, author of the following

works : 1. De rebus Turcicis, Rome, 1526, 4to. 2. De civiliet

bellica fortitudine, 1526, 4to. 3. Be futuris Caroli V. fucceffibus,

Bologna, 1529, 410. 4. Carmina, in the Delicise Poetarum Ita-

lorum.

BALBOA (Vasco Nugnes de), a caftillian, acquired an

early reputation by his maritime expeditions. Pie was fo fuc-

cefsful in his firft wars with the Indians, that he never granted

them a peace without being paid for it in gold. He had amaffed fo

great a quantity of that precious metal, that he fent 300 marcs of

it to the king of Spain as his hfth part. New difcoveries and new
conqueils concurred to ciafs his name with thofe of Columbus,

Ferdinand Cortez and Americas Vefputio. He failed in 151 3 in

hopes of finding out the South bea ; and in one month after his

departure he was mailer of that fea He gave the name of St.

Michael to the bay in which he landed. Plunging into it, up

to the waift, with his fword in one hand and his ihield in the

other, he faid to the Caftillians and the Indians who lined the

fhore, You are my witneffes that 1 take pofleflion of this fea for

the crown of Caftille, and this fword fhall maintain its dominion

over it. The year following he returned to Santa Maria, loaded

with gold and pearls. A fpanifh governor arriving in that town,

was greatly furprifed at finding Balboa there, in a plain cotton

waiftcoat over his fhirt, a pair of trowfers, and fhoes made of

old ropes, employed in covering with leaves a wretched hut,

which ferved him for his ordinary dwelling. The governor,

jealous of the refpect that was paid him in the colony, revived

againft him a procefs that had long been terminated, accufing

Vafco of felony ; and, though he was unable to prove it, caufed

his head to be (truck off in 1517, at the age of only 4?. Thus
perifhed by the hand of the executioner, one of the greateft com-

manders Spain ever had, and worthy of a better fate.

BALBUENA (Bernard^ de), a noted fpanifh poet, was

born in the diocefe of Toledo. He made a great progrefs in the

belles lettres of his country •, and, becoming a doctor of Sala-

manca, was fent into America, where he was made bifhop of

Porto Rico in 1620. His death happened in 1627.

BALDE (James), born in the Upper Alfatia in 1603 ; taught .

and preached among the jefuits. The court of Bavaria applaud-

ed his fermons, and all Germany his poems. He was ityled the

Horace of his country. He died at Neuburg in 1668. The
fenators difputed for the inheritance of his pen ; and the perfon

to whom this precious relic fell had it put into a fdver cafe.

His works were printed at Cologn in 4to, and in i2mo in 1645,

In this colle&ion is fomething of all forts ; dramatical pieces,

mor all
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mora! treatifes, odes, panegyrics, burlefque poetry, mock heroics.

Balde was born with all the fire and genius requifite to the for-

mation of a good poet ; but he took not fufficient pains in cul-

tivating his ftyle and his tafte- His beauties are mixed with de-

fects. 1 he Uranie Vittorieufe, ou le Combat de l'Ame contre

les cinq fens, procured him a gold medal from Alexander VII.

The Batrachomyomachia of Homer, founded through a ro-

man trumpet, a mock heroic poem in fix cantos ; and the Tem-
ple of Honour, built by the Romans, opened by the virtue and

courage of Ferdinand III. though highly applauded, plainly be-

tray the pedant.

BALD1NUCCI (Philip), of Florence, was born in 1624.

Having acquired great knowledge in painting and fculpture, and

made many difcoveries by (ludying the works of the beft mailers,

he was qualified to gratify cardinal Leopold of Tufcany, who
defired to have a complete hiftory of painters. Baldinucci re-

mounted as far as to Cimabue, the reitorer of painting among
the moderns •, and he defigned to come down to the painters of

the laft age inclufive. He only lived to execute part of his plan,

dying in 1696; but what he wrote is in a very pure ftyle, and

there is great exa£lnefs in what regards the painters of his

country. He was of the academy of la Crufca.

BALDOCK (Ralph de) [e], bilhopof London in the reigns

of Edward I. and II. was educated at Merton college in Oxford,

became archdeacon of Middlefex, and, in 1294, dean of St.

Paul's. The fee of London being vacant by the death of Ri-

chard de Gravefend, Baldock was unanimoufiy chofen, Sept. 20,

1304. But, his election being controverted, he was obliged to

repair to Rome ; and, having obtained the pope's confirmation,

was confecrated at Lyons by Peter Hifpanus, cardinal of Alba,

Jan. 30, 1306. Being returned into England, he made profef-

fion of canonical obedience to the archbifhop in the church of

Canterbury, March 29, 1306. The fame year he was appoint-

ed by the pope one of the commiffioners for the examination of

the articles alleged againit the knights templars. The year fol-

lowing he was made lord high chancellor of England : but Ed-
ward I. dying foon after, he held that poft fcarcely a year. Dec.

2, 1308, this prelate, with the approbation of the chapter, fettled

a (Upend on the chancellor of St. Paul's for reading lectures in

divinity in that church, according to a conftitution of his prede-

ceflbr Richard de Gravefend. He contributed 200 merks to-

wards building the chapel of St. Mary on the eaft fide of St.

Paul's. He founded alfo a charity of two priefts in the faid

church, near the altar of St. Erkenwald. He was a perfon of a

very amiable character, both for morals and learning, and de-

[s] Biographia Britaanica.

ferved
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ferved well of his country by his writings, which were : I. Hif*
toria Anglica, or, A hiftory of the Britiih affairs down to his

own time. It is not now extant, though Leland fays he faw it

at London.- 2. A collection of the flatutes and conilitutions of
the church of St. Paul's, extant in the library of that cathedral

in 1559. Biihop Baldock died at Stepney, July 24, 1313, having
fat from his confecration a little more than feven years, and was
buried under a marble monument in the chapel of St. Mary.
BALDUS, or rather BALDI (Beknard), born at Urbino in

the year 1553. He was made abbot of Guaftalla in 1586, with-

out any follicitation of his own. He began his ftudies with the

mechanics of Ariflotle, and a courfe of hiflory ; he had alfo

made verfes : but, on being appointed abbot, he applied himfelf

entirely to the canon law, the fathers, the councils, and to the

oriental languages. He died in 161 7, with the reputation of a

very laborious man, who underftood fixteen feveral languages.

We have by him a great number of traces on mechanics, fome
whereof are to be [een in the Vitruvius of Amllerdam, 1649,
folio. Verfi e Profe, Venice, 1690, 4to. Crefcimbeni put his

tables into italian verfe, Rome 1702, i2mo. He had begun an

hiftorical and geographical defcription of the world, in all its

parts ; but he did not live to finifh this great undertaking.

BALDUS (de Ubaldis), an eminent civilian, and writer on
the canon law, died 1423.

BALE (John), biihop of Offory in Ireland, bom at Cove, a

fmall village in Suffolk [f]. His parents being poor, and en-

cumbered with a large family, he was entered at twelve years

of age in the monastery of Carmelites at Norwich, and irom
thence removed to Jefus college, Cambridge. He was bred up
in the romifh religion, but became afterwards a proteftant. He
himfelf tells us, " that he was involved in the utmoft ignorance

and darknefs of mind both at Norwich and Cambridge, till the

word of God (Inning forth, the churches began to return to the

true fountains of divinity. That the inftrument of his conver-

sion was not a priefl or a monk, but the moll noble earl of

Wentworth [g]." His converiion however greatly expofed him
to the perfecution of the romiih clergy, and he muff have felt

their refentment had he not been protected by lord Cromwell j

but, upon the death of this nobleman, he was obliged to fly to

Holland, where he remained fix years, and during this time

wrote feveral pieces in the englifh language. He was recalled

into England by Edward VI. and prefented to the living of

Bilhops-Stoke, in the county of Southampton. The 15th of

Auguft 1532, he was nominated to the fee of Offory, and, upon

[f] Fulki's Worthies, Suffolk, p 60.

[uj Baleus tie i'eipfo, apud Script. Brit, cent. 8. cap. ult.

his
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his arrival in Ireland, ufed his utmoft endeavours to reform the

manners of his diocefe, to correal the vices of the priefts, to

abolifh the mafs, and to eftablifh the ufe of the new book of

common prayer fet forth in England ; but all his fchemes of

this kind having proved abortive by the death of king Edward,
and acceflion of queen Mary, he became greatly expofed to the

outrages of the papifts in Ireland [h]. Once, in particular, we
are told, that five of his domeftics were murdered, whilft they

were making hay in a meadow near his houfe ; and having re-

ceived intimations that the priefts were plotting his death, he re-

tired from his fee to Dublin. He afterwards made his efcape

in a fmall veflel from that port, but was taken by the captain of

a dutch man of war, who {tripped him of all his money and ef-

fects, and, when he arrived in Holland, obliged him to pay thirty

pounds before he could procure his liberty. From Holland he

retired to Bafil in Switzerland, where he continued during the

reign of queen Mary. On the acceflion of queen Elizabeth, he

returned from exile, but did not choofe to go again to Ireland,

being fatisfied with a prebend of Canterbury, in which city he

died Nov. 1563, aged 67, and was buried in the cathedral of

that place [1].

This prelate has left a celebrated latin work, containing the

lives of the mod eminent writers of Great Britain. It was not

at firft publilhed complete : when it made its appearance, it was
intituled ** Summarium illuflrium majoris Brytanniae," 4to,

Wefel, J 549. It was addrefled to king Edward VI. and con-

tained only five centuries of writers. He afterwards added four

more, and made feveral additions and corrections throughout

the whole. The title of the book, thus enlarged, is as. follows :

" Scriptorum illuitrium majoris Brytanniae, quam nunc Angli-

am et Scotiam vocant, Catalogus a Japheto per 3618 annos uf-

que ad annum hunc Domini 1557, ex Berofo, Gennadio, Beda,

Honorio, Boftone Burienfi, Frumentario, Capgravo, Boftio, Bu-
rello, Triila, Tritemio, Gefnero, Joanne Lelando, atque aliis au-

thoribus colleclus, et ix centurias continens." A catalogue of

his other works may be feen in Fuller.

BALECHOU (Nicholas), born at Aries in 17 rip, was fon of
a button-feller, died fuddenly at Avignon in the month of Augufl:

1765. He made himfelf famous by his engravings, which ob-

tained him a place in the academy of painting at Paris. He had
acquired a peculiar manner of. engraving, which gave annellow-

nefs and delicacy to his works. When he would, he united the

nice finilhing of Edelink and Nanteuil, with the bold llrokes of
Mellan. His principal pieces are, 1. Les belles marines, which

[h] Vocacyon of Johan Bale to the bi- [1] Warsus de Script. Kib. lib. ii.

fhepric of ©flbry, Rom. 1553, foi. 16. eap. 5.

he
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he engraved from M. Vernet, among which we mould take

care to ciiitinguifh the Tempefts 2. The portrait of Frederick

Augmtus, elector of Saxony and king of Poland. This portrait,

a mailer- piece of engraving, was the fatal caufe of all his nusfor-

tunes, of his exclufion from the academy, and of his forced re-

treat to Avignon. It was by order of the dauphinefs that he had
executed this portrait ; and he took proof-impreffions of it, con-
trary to the exprefs promife he had given to that princefs. This
excellent piece is at the head of the fine collection of the Dres-

den gallery. 3. St. Genevieve. 1 he talents of Balechou were
not confined to engraving. He had a taile and fome ikill in

chymiftry, which he had ftudied to a certain extent. It is even

not improbable, that a chymical remedy, of which he either

took too flrong a dofe, or at an improper time, might contribute

not a little to his fudden and premature death.

BALES (Peter), a very extraordinary perfon in his way, and
fit to be recorded in a work of this nature. He was a moil fa-

mous mafter in the art of penmanfhip, or fair writing ; and one
of the firft inventors for there feems to have been more than

one) of fhort-hand writers [k]. He was born in 1547, and is

ftyled by Anthony Wood " a moft dextrous perfon in his pro-

feflion, to the great wonder of fcholars and others •" who adds,

that " he fpent feverai years in fciences among the Oxonians,

particularly as it feems in Gloucefter hall : but that ftudy, which
he ufed for a diverfion only, proved at length an employment of

profit [l]." He is recorded for his (kill in micrography, or mi-

niature-writing, in Hollinihed's chronicle, anno 1575 ; and My.
Evelyn alfo has celebrated his wonderful Ikill in this delicate

operation of the hand Hadrian Junius fpeaking as a miracle of

fomebody who wrote the Apoftles creed, and the beginning of

St. John's gofpel, within the compafs of a farthing ; what would
he have faid, fays Mr. Evelyn, of our famous Peter Bales ; who,
in the year 1575, wrote the Lord's prayer, the creed, decalogue,

with two fhort prayers in latin, his own name, motto, day of the

month, year of the Lord, and reign of the queen, to whom he
prefented it at Hampton court, all of it written within the circle

of a fingle penny, inchafed in a ring and borders of gold ; and
covered with a cryflal fo accurately wrought, as to be very plain-

ly legible, to the great admiration of her majefty, the whole
privy council, and feverai ambaffadors then at court ? He was
farther very dextrous in imitating hand-writing, and, about

J 5 86, was employed by fecretary Walfingham in certain political

manoeuvres [mJ. "We find him at the head of a fchool, near the

Old Bailey, London, in 1590; in which year he publiihed his

[kJ Sec article Bales, note e, in Bi- this art.

egraph. Brit, where there is a curious ac- [l] Athen. Oxon. vol. i. p. 287.

count of the contrivers and promoters of [mj NumifmaU, p. 2.^6.

" Writing
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fec Writing Schoolmafter, in three parts : the firft teaching fwift

writing ; the i'econd, true writing j the third, fair writing;" In

1595 he had a great trial of (kill in the Black-friars with one

Daniel Johnfon, for a golden pen of 20I. value, and won it

;

and a contemporary author farther relates, that he had alfo the

arms of Calligraphy given him, which are Azure, a Pen, Or, as

a prize, at a trial of fkill in this art among the bed penmen in

London [n]. In 1597 he republished his "Writing School-

mafter," which was in fuch high reputation, that no lefs than

•eighteen copies of commendatory verfes, compofed by learned

and ingenious men of that time, were printed before it. Wood
fays, that he was engaged in EfTex's treafons in 1600 ; but Wood
was mi (taken [o] : he was only engaged, and very innocently fo,

in ferving the treacherous purpofes of one of that earl's merce-
nary dependents. We know little more of this curious perfon,

but that he feems to have died about the year 16 10.

BALEY (Walter), an englifli phyfician, was born at Portf-

ham in Dorfetfhire, and educated at Winchefter-fchool. In

1550 he was admitted perpetual fellow of New College, Ox-
ford, and entering upon the phyfic line, was liccnfed to pratxife

in 1558, while he was proctor of the univerfity. According to

the cuftom of thofe times he was alfo a divine, for we find him
foon after prebend in the cathedral of Wells, which office he re-

signed in 1579. In 1561 he was appointed queen's profefTor of

phyfic at Oxford, and two years afterwards took his degree of
doctor. He at laft became phyfician to queen Elizabeth, and.

had a large (hare of medical practice. He died March 3, 1592,
aged 63, and lies buried in the chapel of New College. His
writings are principally on the eyes, and contain many fanciful

and idle notions. We have alfo a difcourfe of his concerning
the qualities of pepper.

BALGUY (John), an eminent divine of the church of Eng-
land, in the prefent century, was born Aug. 12, 1686, at Shef-
field in Yorkfhire. His father, Thomas Balguy,was mafter of
the free grammar fchool in that place; and from him he receiv-

ed the firft rudiments of his grammatical education. After his

father's death he was put under the tuition of Mr. Daubuz, who
fucceeded to the mafterfhip of the fame fchool, Sept. 23, 1696,
for whom he always exprefied a great refpect. In 1702 he was
admitted of St. John's college, Cambridge, under the care of
Dr. Edmondfon, and of Dr. Lambert, afterwards mafter of that

college. He frequently lamented, in the fucceeding part of his

life, that he had wafted nearly two years of his refidence there

in reading romances. But at the end of that period he had the

f n] Buc's Third Univerfity, printed at [o] Brit. Biog. Note I,

the end of Stone's Annals.

' Vol. II. E good
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good fortune to meet with Livy, went through that author with
great delight, and thenceforward applied himfelf to fcrious llu-

dies. In 1706 he was admitted to the degree of B. A. and to

that of M. A. in the year 1726. Soon after he had taken his

bachelor's degree he quitted the univerfity, and was engaged for

a while in teaching the free fchool at Sheffield. But whether
he was ever chofen mailer, or only employed during a vacancy,
does not appear. On the 15th of July 1708, he was taken into

the family of Mr. Banks, as private tutor to his fon, Jofeph
Banks, efq. afterwards of Rerefby in the county of Lincoln, and
grandfather of the prefent fir Jofeph Banks, prefident of the

royal fociety, fo eminently diftinguifhed for his ikill in natural

hiltory, and the expences, labours, and voyages he has under-
taken to promote that department of fcience. Mr. Balguy, in

1 7 10, was admitted to deacon's orders by Dr. Sharp, archbifhop

of York ; and in 171 1 he was ordained pried by the fame emi-
nent prelate. In 1 7 1 1 Sir Kenry Li'ddel bellowed upon him tbe

donative of Lamefly and Tanfield, in the county of Durham.
For the firft four years after he had obtained this fmall prefer-

ment, he did not intermit one week without writing a new fer-

mon 5 and all his fermons were of his own compofition. Being de-

firous that fo excellent an example mould be followed by his fon,

he deflroyed almoft his whole itock, and committed at one time

250 to the flames ; moil of which deferved to have been ufed in

the moil enlightened congregations. Mr. Balguy firfl appeared

as an author in the Bangorian controverfy, by publifliing, in

17 1 8, Silvius's examination of certain doctrines lately taught

and defended by the rev. Mr. Stebbing ; and in the following

year, Silvius's letter to the rev. Dr. Sherlock. Both of thefe

performances were written in defence of bifhop Hoadley. In

1720 he wrote, in the fame caufe Silvius's defence of a dialogue

between a papift and a proteftant, in anfwer to the rev. Mr.
Stebbing : to which are added feveral remarks and obfervations

upon that author's manner of writing. In 1726 he publifhed

A letter to a deifl, concerning the beauty and excellence of

moral virtue ; and the fupport and improvement which it re-

ceives from the chriftian revelation. On the 25th of January
172H, Mr. Balguy was collated by bifhop Hoadley to a prebend

in the church of Salifbury. In the year 1727 or 1728 he preach-

ed an aflize fermon at Newcaftle upon Tyne, on the fubjec~l of

party-fpirit. In 1728 he publifhed The foundation of moral
goodnels, or a farther enquiry into the original of our idea of

virtue. On the 12th of Augult 1729 he obtained the vicarage

of Northallerton in Yorkshire, at that time worth only 270I. per

annum, on which preferment he continued to his death. This
was in fome meafure owing to himfelf: for he neglected all the

ufual methods of recommending himfelf to people in high fla-

tions.



BALK IN I. 51

tions. He had many invitations from Dr. Blackburne archbi-

ihop of York, and Dr. Chandler bifhop of Durham • but he

constantly refufed to accept of them. In the fame year he pub-

lished The fecond part of the foundation of moral goodnefs.

His ne::t publication was Divine rectitude : or a brief inquiry

concerning the moral perfections of the deity • particularly in

refpett to creation and. providence. The eSSay on divine recti-

tude was followed by A fecond letter to a deiSt. To this fuc-

cecded The law of truth. In J.741 appeared Mr. Balguy's Ef-

fay on redemption. This, and his volume of fermons, including

fix which had been published before, were the lait pieces he
committed to the prefs : a poilhumous volume was afterwards

printed, which contained almoft the whole of the fermons he

left behind him. Mr. Balguy may juflly be reckoned among
the divines and writers who rank with the great names of Clarke

and Hoadley. He was the friend of thefe illuftrious men, and
was affociated with them in maintaining the caufe of rational

religion and christian liberty. His traces will be allowed to be

malterly in their kind, by thofe who may not entirely agree with

the philofophical principles advanced in them • and his fermons

will long be held in efteem, as fome of the beft in the englifh

language. He was remarkable for his moderation to diffenters

of every denomination ; not excepting roman catholics •, though
no man had a greater abhorrence of popery. Among the pref-

byterians and quakers he had a number of friends, whom he
loved and valued ; and with feveral of them he kept up a cor-

respondence of letters as well as vifits. Among other diffenters

of note, he was acquainted with the late lord Barrington, and
Philips Glover, efq. of Lincolnshire, author of an inquiry con-

cerning virtue and happinefs, publifhed after his deceafe in 1751.

With the laft gentleman Mr. Balguy had a philofophical corre-

spondence. Having always had a weakly constitution, his want
of health induced him, in the decline of life, to withdraw almoft

totally from company, excepting what he found at Harrowgate,

a place he conftantly frequented every feafon, and where at laft

he died, Sept. 21, 1748, in the 63d year of his age[p].

BALI (Meula Bali), author of a commentary on the book of

kernel pacha, intituled Eflah al vacaiet, treating on the jurispru-

dence of the mufulmans. He died in the year of the hegira

977*
HALKINI, the furname of Yelaleddin, author of a book in-

tituled Afulat fi fonum men al olum ; QueStions on feveral

difficulties of different Sciences. He alfo compofed another

work that bears the name of Mehemmat al mehemmat • thefe

Ire meditations on the meditations of Afnavi. This Afnavi

[p] Biographia Britannica,

E 2 was
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was fo called from Afna, a town of the Upper Thebais. He
compofed feveral works on the jurifprudence of the mufulmans,
4 hiftory of the do£lors of the feet of Schafei, and a bock of Al-

gaz or renigmas. We have likewife by him a differtation on
hermaphrodites, intituled, Ahkam al khontha. His law-book
is called Mehemmat, or meditations.

BALL (John), a pious englifh divine, died in 1640. We
have a work by him intituled The power of godlinefs, fol. 1657,
published by Simon Alhe. Ball was many years minifter at

Whitmore in Staftbrdfhire, and bred many pupils, who after-

wards became men of note in their days. He was a man of an

excellent underftanding, and well fitted for the ftation in life

which he occupied.

BALLANDEN, or Ballenden (fir John), an elegant fcot-

tifh writer of the .with century [q/j. In his youth he was in

great favour with James V. of Scotland, as he himfelf informs

us ; owing perhaps to his excellent talent for poetry, of which
this prince was a great admirer, and had himfelf made consider-

able proficiency therein. After he had gone through a proper

courfe of ftudy, he entered into orders, and was made canon of

Rofs and archdeacon of Murray. He likewife obtained the of-

fice of clerk-regitter to the court of chancery, which his father

had enjoyed before him ; but this he held only during the mino-
rity of the king, having loft it afterwards through the factions of

the times, by his majefty's command, he tranflated into the

fcots language Heclor Boetius's hiftory [r], which was extreme-

ly well received both in Scotland and England. He v.*as reftor-

ed to his office of clerk-regiftcr in the fucceeding reign, and was
alfo made one of the lords of fefilon. He was a moll zealous ro-

manift, and joined his endeavours to thofe of Dr. J .aing, in order

to check the progrefs of the reformation ; and it is not impro-

bable that the difputes he was drawn into on this account, proved

at length fo uneafy to him as to make him leave his native coun-

try. He died at Rome A. D. 1550. He wrote feveral pieces In

verfe as well as profe [s].

We (hall here juft add the title-page of another hiftorian, as

f<i~| See his proem to his cofmography. fcripfion of Scotland, and is Lvd to have

r ,{ j It was printed in folio at Edin- written a defcription of his own under the

burgh, A. D. 1530, undertliis title, " The title of "A Defcription of Albany." He
hiftory and chronicles of Scotland compilil, wrote epifUes, addrefTed to king James ;

and newly conedit and amendit, be the which, ir is likely, were once publiuhed,

reverend and noble clerk Mr. Hector Bo- but are not at prefent extant : and many

eis. chanon of Aberdene, tranfiated lately other pieces, which are now funk in obli-

be Mr. John Ballenden, archdene of Mur- vion, fuch as virions, mifcqllanies, proems

ray and chanon of RolTe, at command of to hi- profc works. In the large colledboa

{.mies the fyfte. king of Scottis, imprintet of fcots poems by Mr. Carmichael, ther»

in Edenburgbe Thomas Davidfon, dwel- were forue of our author 'b on" various lub*

iin<* forenens the Frycre wynde." jects.

[$] He tranflated allu Bpetiu»*s De-

it
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it is a work of great foarcity and much curiofity : " Gulielmt

Ballendeni Scoti Magiftri fupplicum libeliorum augufti regis

Maxims Britarmix. De tribus luminibus romanorum, libri fex-

decim. Panfiis, 1633," folio.

BALLARD (Georg4)[t], one of thofe fingular compofr-

tions which (hoot forth without culture, was born at Campden
in Gloucefterihire. Being of a weakly conftitution, his parents

put him to a habit -maker ; and in this fituation he acquired the

faxon language. The time he employed in learning it was
itolen from ileep, after the labour of the day was over. Lord
Chedworth, and the gentlemen of his hunt, who ufed to fpend

about a month of the feafon at Campden, heard of his fame, and

generoufly offered him an annuity of iool.-, but he modeltly

told them, that 60I. were fully fufhcient to fatisfy both his

wants and his wifhes. Upon this he retired to Oxford, for the

benefit of the Bodleian library ; and Dr. Jenner, prefident, made
him one of the eight clerks of Mr.gdalen college. He was af-

terwards one of the uuivevfuy beadies, but .'led in June 1755,
rather young $ which is fuppofed to have been owing to too in-

tenfe application. He left large collections behind him, but

publiihed only " Memoirs of britifh ladies, who have been cele-

brated for their writings or fkill in the learned languages, arts,

and fciences, 1752," /tto. He drew up an account of Campden
church, which was read at the fociety of antiquaries, Nov. 2r,

1 77 1. There is a letter of Mr. Thomas Hearne to Mr. Baker,

dated Oxford, July 3, 1735, from which the author of the
*' Anecdotes" has producdd the following furly extract. :

" I

know not what addicions Mr. George Ballard can make to Mr.
Stowe's life j this I know, that being a taylor himfelf, he is a

great admirer of that plain honed antiquary,"—who was alfo a

taylor.

BALLERINT (Peter and Jerom), brothers, born at Verona,
the former in 1698, the latter in 1702, were both of them priefts

and fcholars, efpecially in ccclefiaftical hiftory. United by a com-
mon predilection for the fame ftudies, no lefs than by the ties

of blood, they ftudied ufually together, dividing their labour ac-

cording to their particular talents. Subjects purely theological

and canonical fell to the lot of Peter 5
points of hiftory and cri-

ticifm became the talk of Jerom. They were both living in

1758. Befides feveral good works of their own, the public is

indebted to their care for the correct editions of, 1. The Sum-
ma Theologicalis of St. Antoninus, as well as that of St. Rai-
mond de Pegnafort ; 2. The Works of St. Leo the Great ;

3. Thofe of Gilbert bifhop of Verona ; 4. A complete edition

of all the works of cardinal Noris, with notes, diifertations, &c.

fi] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, p. 500.

E 3 pvintel
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printed at Verona 1732, 4 vols. fol. 5. A fmall trae*t, intituled*

jVIethode d'etudier, tiree des ouvrages de St. Auguftin, tranftat-

ed from the italian by'the abbe Nicolle de la Croix, Paris, 1760,
i2mo.
BALLEXSERD, citizen of Geneva^ born in 1726, and died

in 1774, is known by a good performance, intituled L'education

pbyfique des enfans, 1762, 8vo. of which M. David, phyfician

at Paris, gave a fecond edition in 1780, with annotations. 1 his

differtation, crowned by the fociety of fciences at Haerlem in

1762, abounds with excellent obfervations. The author begins

from the moment.of birth, and conducts his pupils to the age

of puberty. We have likewife of him a differtation of no lefs

importance than the foregoing, on this queilion : What are the

principal caufes of the death of fo great a number of children ?

This work, publifhed in 1775, merits the perufal of all who have
a rational affection for their children.

BALLIN (Claud), born at Paris in 1615. He was, the fon

of a goldfmith, and became a goldfmith himfelf. He began to

be known in the time of cardinal Richelieu, who bought of him
four large filver bafons, on which Ballin, hardly 19 years old,

had curioufly reprefented the four ages of the world. The car-

dinal, who was never weary of admiring thefe mafter-pieces of

workmanfhip, employed him to make four vafes, after the an-

tique, to match with the bafons. Ballin brought his art to the

fummit of perfection. Ke executed for Louis XIV. filver tables,

girandoles, fophas, luitres, vafes, &c But that monarch was
obliged to convert them all into money, for fupplying the ex-

pences of the tedious war that was terminated by the peace of

Ryfwic. Several works by this great artift are fail remaining

at Paris, at St. Denys, and at Pontoife, of fingular beauty and

delicacy. On the death of Varin, being appointed to the direc-

tion of the dies for ftriking medals and counters, he (hewed in

thefe little works the fame tafte he had difplayed in the larger.

To the beauties of the antique he added the graces of the mo-
derns. He died the 22d of Jan. 1678, at the age of 63. He
had fcarcely ever been out of Paris ; which is mentioned only

to evince the fallacy of the general notion, that in order to cs-

cel in the fine arts, it is neceffary to pafs fome years in Italy.

Launoi, a kinfman of Ballin by marriage, an excellent goldfmith

and an expert defigner, made drawings of almoft all the works

of his relation, previous to the fale of them by Louis XIV.
BALSAMON (Theodore), patriarch of Antioch in the xiith

century, a very learned man, and author of feveral books, fome
of which are levelled at the church of Rome. He died in 1214.

BALTHAS AR (Christopher), a learned con trover fial writer,

and profelyte from popery to proteftantifm in the xviith cen-

tury. He had chiefly ftudied ecclefiaftical hiftory ; in the ccurfe

» of
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of which he became fo difgufted with the catholic religion, that

he quitted his advantageous poft of king's advocate, at Auxerrc
in France, to embrace the doctrines of the reformed ; and leav-

ing all his relations and connections, went to refide at Charen-
ton. The national fynod of Loudun in 1659 granted him a

penfion of 750 livres, to be paid by all the churches of France.

He wrote feveral diflertations againft cardinal Baronius, which
have not been fuffered to circulate freely by the roman catholics.

BALTHAZAR1NI (furnamed Beaujoyeux), a famous Ita-

lian mufician, lived in the reign of Henry ITI. of France. The
marechal de BrifTac, governor in Piemont, fent this mufician to

the king, together with the whole band of violins, of which he
was chief. The queen conferred on him the place of her valet-

de-chambre •, and Henry, after her example, gave him the fame
office in his houfe. Balthazarini was the delight of the court,

as well by his fkill on the violin, as by his invention of ballads,

of pieces of mufic, feftivities, and reprefentations. It was he*

who compofed in 158 1 the ballet of the nuptials of the due a©
Joyeufe with mademoifelle de Vaudemont, fifter of the queen,

a ballet that was reprefented with extraordinary pomp ; it was
printed under the title of Ballet Comique de la Reine, fait aux
Noces de M. le due de Joyeufe and de Mademoifelle de Vaude-
mont.

BALTUS (John Francis), born at Metz in 1667, entered

himfelf of the fociety of jefuits, which efteemed and employed
him. He died librarian of Rheims, the 9th of March 1743, at

the age of 76. Several works of his are in polTeffion of the

public : 1. Anfwer to the hiftory of the oracles by Fontenelle,

Strafb. 1 70S, 8vo. Almofl the whole of this anfwer is copied in

the refutation of Vandale by George Moebius. It has been very

unwarrantably afferted that this illuftrious academician thought

good to keep a profound filence, looking upon his work as a ju-

venile production, which ought to drop into oblivion, and which
pere Baltus had confuted. Fontenelle never thought it impof-
iible to anfwer the jefuit ; but the hiftory of the truths discover-

ed by the academy of fciences left him too little leifure for ex-

amining into the oracles of paganifm. Befides, he had fuch a

mortal antipathy to quarrels, that, to ufe his own expreffions,

" he had rather the devil fhould pafs for a prophet, than he lofe

his time and his temper by difputing about it." 2. Defenfe des

SS. PP. accufes de Platonifme, 4-to, 17 11. 3. La religion chre-

tienne prouvee par l'accompliflement des proprieties, 4to, 1728,
a treatife that has been fince eclipled by the work of M. de
Pompignan, archbifhop of Vienne, on the fame fubject. 4. De-
fenfe des Proprieties de la Religion chretienne, 121Y10, 3 vols.

1737, &c.

BALUZE (Stephen), a french writer, born in 163 1, at

E 4 Tulle^
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Tulles, In the province of Guienne [u]. He received the rudi-

ments of his education at Tulles, and went to finifh it at Tou-
loufe, where he obtained a fcholarfhip in the college of St. P. Ini-

tial. In 1656, Peter de Marca, archbifhop of Touloufe, invited

him to Paris, which invitation he accepted, and in a little time

gained the efteem and entire confidence of this prelate. But
upon the death of the archbifhop, which happened in June
1662, Baluze found himfelf under a neceihty of looking out for

another patron. He was agreeably prevented by M. Tellier,

afterwards chancellor of France, who having an intention to en-

gage him in the fervice of abbe le Tellier his ion, afterwards

archbifhop of Rheims, made him feveral confiderable prefects.

Some obllacles, however, having happened to prevent the fuc-

cefs of this affair, and Mr. Colbert having offered to make
Baluze his library-keeper, he accepted of this office, but not till

he obtained the confent of M. le Tellier for that purpofe [x]«

He continued in this employment till fome time after the death

of M. Colbert ; when, not finding things fo agreeable under the

archbifhop of Rouen, he declined being any longer librarian.

It muft be obferved, however, that the excellent collection of

manufcripts, and many other books, which are to be found in

that library, are owing to his care and advice [y].

In 1670 he was appointed profeflbr of canon-law in theroval

college, with this mark of refpect, that the profeflbrfhip was in-

flituted by the king on his account. In 1668 the abbe Faget

had publifhed feveral works of de Marca ; and having in his life

prefixed thereto aflerted, that the archbifhop, at his death, had

ordered Baluze to give up all his papers in his pofiefTlon to the

prefident de Marca his fon } this raifed the rcfentment of Ba-

luze, who vindicated himfelf in feveral fevere letters, which he

wrote againfl the abbe Faget. In 1693 he publifhed his " Lives

of the popes of Avignon ;" with which the king was fo much
pleafed, that he gave him a penfion, and appointed him director

of the royal college. But he foon felt the uncertainty of favours

from a court ; for, having attached himfelf to the cardinal Bou-

illon, who had engaged him to write the hiftory of his family,

he became involved in his dilgrace, and received a lettre de

cachet, ordering him to retire to Lycns. The only favour he

could obtain was, not to be removed to fuch a diitance : he

was fent firft to Roan, then to Tours, and afterwards to Or-

leans. He was recalled upon the peace, but never employed

again as a profeflbr or direclor of the royal college, nor could

he recover his penfion. He lived now at a confiderable diftance

from Paris, and was above eighty years of age, yet ftiU continued

Kis application to his fludies : he was engaged in publifhing St.

[u] Niceron, Memoirs, &c. torn. i. [x] lb. p. 190. [y] lb. p. 191.

Cyprian's
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Cyprian's works, when he was carried off by death, on the 28th

of July 1 7 18 [7.].

Balu/e has left the world little of his own compofition; yet

it is allowed there are few writers who have done greater fer-

vice to the public, by collecting from all parts the antient ma-
nufcripts, and illustrating rhem with notes. He was extremely

Verfed in this kind of knowledge, and was perfectly acquainted

with profane as well as ecclefiaitical hiftory, and the canon law,

both antient and modern* He kept a correfpondence with all

the men of learning in France, and other countries. His con-

verfation •was eafy and agreeable, and even in his old age he re-

tained great vivacity. He thewed fomewhat of caprice in his

lait will, by appointing a woman, no way related to him, his fole

legatee, and leaving nothing to his family and fervants [aJ.

BALZAC (John Lewis Guez de), a french writer, born

in 1594 at Angouleme [bJ» About 17 years of age he went to

Holland, where he compofed a difcouvfe on the ltate of the

United Provinces. He accompanied alfo the duke d'Epernon

to feveral places. In 1621 he was taken into the fervice of the

cardinal de la Valette, with whom he fpent eighteen months at

Rome. Upon his return from thence, he retired to his eftate

at Balzac, where he remained for feveral years, till he was drawn
from thence by the hopes he had conceived of railing Ids for-

tune under cardinal Richelieu, who had formerly courted his

friendfhip ; but being in a few years tired of the llaviih and de-

pendent itate of a court-life, he went again to his country retire-

ment : all he obtained from the court was a pennon of two
thoufand livres, with the addition of the titles of counfellor of

ffcate an 1 hittoriographer of France, which he ufed to call mag-
nificent trifles. He was much efteemed as a writer, efpecially

for his letters, which went through feveral editions. Voltaire [c]

allows him the merit of having given numbers and harmony to

the french profe, but cenfures his ilyle as fomewhat bombafL
There were in his own time alfo fome critics who ftarted up
againft him : the chief' of thefe was a young Feuillant, named
Don Andre de St. Denis, who wrote a piece intituled, " The
conformity of M. de Balzac's eloquence, with that of the greatefi;

men in the pall and prefent times." Although this piece was
not printed, yet it paffed from hand to hand as much as if it

had been printed. This made Balzac wifh to have it publicly

refuted, which was accordingly done by prior Ogier in 1627.

Father Goulu, general of the Feuillants, undertook the caufe of

brother Andre, and, under the title of Phyllarchus, wrote two
volumes of letters againfl Balzac. Several other pieces were

[z] Niceron, p. 103. See alf« Vol- [a] Niceron, p. 194.
'taire's Age of Lewis XIV, in the lift of [b] Niceron, tom.xxiii.

authors, [c J Age oi Lewis XXV. vol. ii. cap. :$,

alio
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alfo written againft him, but he did not think proper then to

anfwer his adverfaries : he did indeed write an apology for

himfelf, but this was never made public till it appeared with
fome other pieces of his in the year 1645 [d]. The death of
his chief adverfary father Goulu having happened in 1629, put

an end to all his difputes, and reftored him to a ftate of tranquil-

lity ; for Don Andre de St. Denis, who had been the firlt ag-

greflbr, became heartily reconciled, and went to pay him a viiit

at Balzac.

Balzac had but an infirm conftitution, infomuch that, when
he was only 30 years of age, he ufed to fay he was older than

his father j and that he was as much decayed as a fliip after her

third voyage to the Indies; neverthelefs, he lived till he was 60,

when he died Feb. 18, 165^4, and was interred in the hofpital

of Notre Dame des Anges. He bequeathed twelve thoufand

livres to this hofpital, and left an eltate of an hundred franks per

annum, to be employed every two years for a prize to him who,
in the judgment of the freach academy, fhould compofe the'beft

difcourfe on fome moral fubjecT The prize is a golden medal,

reprefenting on one fide St. Lewis, and on the other a crown of

laurel, with this motto, A Vhnmortaliti^ which is the device of

the academy.

BAMBOCHE (a nick-name, in which was funk his real one,

Peter de Laer, and which was given him for his deformity), born
in Holland about 1613, died, aged 60. His works are Angularly

efteemed, efpecially in Holland. The italians relate wonders
of his eafe of performance, while he ftudied and formed him-
felf at Rome. The variations of the atmofphere ufed to be re-

prefented by him with admirable nature.

BANCHI (Seraphin), a dominican of Florence, and D. D.
came to France for the firft time, in order to profecute his ftu-

dies ; and afterwards again for acquainting Ferdinand I. grand

duke of Tufcany with the lamentable diliurbances then raging

in France. Banchi being at Lyons in 1593, Peter Barriere, a

young man of 27, a crack brained fanatic, communicated to

him the defign he had formed of affaffmating Henry IV. This
dominican was more difcreet than two priefts and a capuchin

to whom Barriere had. difciofed his horrible projecF. He gave

intimation of it to a lord of the court, who, running immediately

to the king at Melua, met Barriere ready to commit his parri-

[n>] The following is « iifl: of his works : 16^0. 8. Socrate Chretienne, ct atitres

1. Letters. 1624, tvo. 2. Le Prince, ceuvres. 1652. 0. Lettres famiLiaires a

163], 410. 3. Difcours fur une tragedie, M. Chapelain. 1656. 10. ErUretkns.

Herodes Infantidda. 1636. ^s'Difcourie po- 16C7. 1 1 . Ariftippe. 16^8.410. All the

litique fur I'etat des Provinces Unies.Leyde, above works were collected, and printed at

i'>;S. 5-Oeuvres diverles. 1644. 4to. Paris in 1665, with a prciuce by abbe de
C>. Le Barbon. 164S, 8vo. 7. Caiminum Caffagnes.

libri iii. ejufdem epiiloke fcle&e. Parif.

cide.
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title. The king rewarded his zeal by appointing him bifhop

of Angouleme : but this dominican refjgned it in 1608, in order

to live as a mere recluie in the monaitery of St. Jacques de

Paris, where he died fome years afterwards. We have feveral

works of his, in which he juftifies himfelf for, having betrayed

the confeffion of Peter Barriere, which he never confefied.

l. Hiftoire prcdigieufe du parricide de B. rriere, 1594, 8vo.

p. 40. 2. Apoldgie contre les jugemens temeraires de ceux qui

out penie conferver ia religion catholique en faifant afTafliner ks
tres Chretiens rois de France, Paris, 1596, 8vo. 3. Le Rofaire

fpirituel de la facree Vierge Marie, P.-.ris, 16 10, i2mo. &c.

BANCK (Laurence), a fwede, profeflbr of law at Norko-

ping his native place, died in 1662, leaving behind him feveral

works of jurifprudence. The mod known is, Taxa Cancellarke

Romans. Franeker 1652, 8vo. We have alfo by him a fenfible

treatiie De la 1 yrannie du Pape.

BANCROFT (Richard), was born near Manchefter in

1545, and ftudied in Jefus college, Oxford, where he took his

degrees, and foon after was appointed chaplain to queen Eliza-

beth, by whom he was promoted to the fee of London, in which

ftation he continued till the death of Dr. Whitgift, when he was
tranflated to the archiepifcopal fee of Canterbury. He had the

higherl notions of church power that ever were entertained by

any protectant bifhop, except Laud, and was a lirenuous friend

of the royal prerogative, in which he followed the dictates of

his own conference, and the genius of the limes. At the con-

ference, held before the king at Hampton Court, he delivered an

oration full of the mod abject flattery, comparing king James I.

to Solomon for wifdom, Paul for learning, and Hezekiah for

piety. He ftrove hard to elcablilh epifcopacy in Scotland, and

it may be faid of this prelate, that he laid the foundation on

which archbiihop Laud railed a fuperitruCture. Died at Lam-
beth i6io[e].

BANDA RRA (Gonzales), a poor portugueze cobler, played

the fame part in his country which Noftradamus and Maitre

Adam had played in France : he prophefied, he verfified. The
holy office, not very favourable to this two -fold folly, caufed

him to appear at an auto-da-fe, habited in a fan-benito, in 1541.

However, he was not burned, fince he did not die till 1556.

All remembrance of him was extinct in 1640, when the duke
of Braganza mounted the throne-, but the politicians, imagining

that this revolution had been foretold in his prophecies, revived

them with enthufiafm.

BANDELLO (Matthew), a dominican monk, the well-

known author of a collection of novels,, in the tafte of Boccace,

[e] Granger,

c was
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was born at Caftelnuovo, in the Milanefe, towards the ctofe of

the xvth century. The fpaniards, after the battle of Pavia in

1525, having rendered themfelvcs mafters of Milan, the eftates

of his family, devoted to France, were confiscated, and his pa*

ternal manfion was burnt. Being forced to make his efcane in

difguife, he wandered about from city to city, till at length he

attached himfelf to Csefar Fregofa, whom he followed into

France, and who gave him an afylum on an eftate he pofiefled

near to Agen. The bifhopric of that city falling vacant in

1550, he was appointed to it by Henry II. Bandelto, fond of

the poets, antient and modern, addicted himfelf much more to

the belles-lettres than to the government of his diocefe. He
filled the epifcopal chair of Agen for feveral years, and died

about 1 56 1, at the chateau de Bazens, the country-feat of the

bifhops of Agen. His monument is {till to be feen in the church

of the Jacobins du port St. Marie. He had refigned the bifhop-

ric of Agen in 1555, when his fucceffor Janus Fregofa, fon of

the unhappy Coefar, aflaffinated by the marquis de Guaft, had

attained his 27th year. Henry II. who had a regard for the

Fregofas, had agreed with the pope, on the death of the cardinal

tie Lorraine, bifhop of Agen, to give, by interim, this bifhopric

to Bandello, till Janus mould arrive at the age required. Ban-

dello confented to this arrangement, and gave up the fee ac-

cording to promife. The beft edition of his novels, is that of

Lucca, 1 554, 3 vols. 4to. to which belongs a fourth volume,

printed at Lyons in 1573, Svo. This edition is fcarce and dear.

Thofe of Milan, 1560, 3 vols. Svo. and of Venice 1566, 3

vols. 4to. are curtailed and but little efteemed ; but that of

London, 1740, 4 vols. 4to, is conformable to the fir ft. Boaif-

teau and Beileforeft translated apart of them into trench, Lyons,

1616, et feq. 7 vols. i6to. It is entirely without reafon that

fome have pretended that thefe novels are not by him, but were

compofed by a certain John Bandello a Lucchefe, fince the

Author declares himfelf to be oH Lorabardy, and even marks

Caftelnuovo as the place of his nativity. On the other hand,

Jofeph Scaltger, his contemporary, and his friend, who calls

Lira Bandellus Infuber, pofitively afterts that he compofed his

novels at Agen. Fontanini is egregioufly miftaken in making

him the author of a latin tranflation of the hiftory of Hegefip-

etts, which he confounds with the novel of Boccace intituled

hito e Gifippo, which Bandello did really tranfiate into latin.

We have of him likewife le Tre Parche j and a collection of

poems intituled Canti xi. compofti del Bandello-, delle lodi

della fignora Lucrezia Gonzaga, &c. printed at Agen in 1545.

gvo. whicn is exceiiively fcarce, and fought after by the cu-

rious.

BANDINELLI (Baccio)j born at Florence in 1487, died

there
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there in t 559. He difHnguifhed himfelf in fculptuve, in

painting and in defigning. His pictures are defective in colour-

ing;, though the drivings of them were almoit worthy of Mi-

chael Angelo. His chifel was more excellent than his pencil.

His copy of the famous Laocoon in the garden of the Medici

at Florence is efpecially admired.

BaNDURI (Anselm), a benedictine monk of the congrega-

tion of Meieda, was born at Ragufa in Dalmatia. He came
into France in 150?- to profecute his ftudies. The grand duke

of Tufcany, who defigned to place him at the head of the uni-

versity of Pifa, provided him with all neceffaries. The academy
of inferiptions admitted him of their body in 1715, and the

duke of Orleans appointed him in 1724 to be his librarian.

He now quitted the abbey of St. Germain-des-Pr'es, where he

had lodged fmce his arrival in France. He died in 1743, aged

72. His writings are : 1. Imperium Orientale; five Antiqui-

tates Cortltantinopolitanse, 171 1, ftil. 2 vol. 2. Numifmata Im-
peratorum Romanorum, a Trajano Decio, ad Paleologos Au«
guftos. This collection, printed in 17 1 8, in 2 vols, folio, and

embellifhed with a bibliotheque riumifrnatique, was republished

at Hamburgh in 1710, 410. by the care of John Albert Fabrr-

cius, with a collection oi difTertations by feveral of the learned

in medals. Banduri is to be ranked much above the herd of

compilers.

BANIER (Anthony), licentiate in laws, member of the

academy of inferiptions and belles lettres, and an ecclefiafhic in

the diocefe of Clermont, in Auvergne, where he applied hirn-

felf to his feveral Studies, except philoiophy, to purfue which
he went to Paris, was born in 167-3. His parents being too

poor to maintain him in this city, commanded him to return

home ', but the friendships he had contracted, and the pleafure

they gave him, were more irreSiftihle than the authority of his

illations ; for he told them, that he was determined to remain

where he was, and leek, in the exertion of his abilities, for

thofe refources which, from their indigence, he had not any
reafon to expect. He was very Shortly afterwards received into

the family of Monfieur du Metz, prefident of the chamber of

accounts, who intruited to him the education of his fons, who
always honoured him with their, patronage and eSteem. The
exercifes which he had fet for thefe young gentlemen gave birth,

to his " Historical Explanation of Fables," and, in fome mea-
fure, determined the author to make mythology the principal

object of his Studies during the remainder of his life.

This work appeared at firfl only in two volumes i2mo; but
the uncommon tafte and erudition difcovered through the whole
were the caufes of his obtaining, in the year 1714, an adm ilium

into the academy of inferiptions and belles lettres, as one of

their
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their fcholars. In 1716, this order was fuppreffed, and that of
the affociates augmented to 10, of which number was Banier.

In 1729, he was elected one of their penfioners. In 1715, he
publifhed a new edition of his " Explanation of Fables," in

dialogues, to which he annexed a third volume ; fo great was
the difference between this edition and the former, that it be-

came juftly entitled to all the merits of a new performance. Be-
Cdes the live dialogues, which he has added here, on fubjects

either not treated of in his former undertaking, or elfe very

llightly mentioned, there is fcarcely a fingle article which has

not been retouched, and enriched by new conjectures ; or ren-

dered more valuable by the multitude of proofs which are ad-

vanced in its fupport. " Until that time," fays the abbe du
Frefnoy, in his catalogue of hiftorians, " the origin of ancient

fables had never been explained with fuch knowledge and difcern-

ment : mythology is fought after at ics firft fource, profane hif-

tory. Here are no endeavours to mark out its affinity to the fa-

cred writings : and it is more than probable that the ill fuccefs

which Huet bifhop of Avranches, Bochart, and many others

met with in their attempts of this kind, was the chief reafon

to induce Banier to drop fo fruitlefs an undertaking. This

however is a work in which the author, without lofing himlelf

in the labyrinth of a fcieace which is but too often lefs replete

with tife than oflentation, has not only unravelled all the no-

tions which the ancients, even of the remoteft times, had en-

tertained of their deities, but traced out, with equal judgment
and precifion, the progrefs of their religious worfhip in the fuc-

ceeding ages of the world."

The turn which Banier had for refearchesof this nature, per-

petually incited him to carry them to their utmoft ftretch : his

knowledge of the learned languages made him, perhaps of all

others, the moil equal to the tafk j nor can there be more con-

vincing inftances of his excellence as a writer, than his hiflorical

explanation, and the 30 differtations before the academy of

belles-lettres, which are now printed in the memoirs of that

body, either entire or by extracts. The lifts may be fecn in the

third volume of the panegyrics upon their deceafed members,
printed in i2mo, at Baris, 1740. There are alfo to be found

the titles of- many other effays, on fubjects different from
mythology, and which prove in how exteniive a circle the abi-

lities of Banier were capable of moving. In 1725, he gave new
life to '* The treatifes on Hiflory and Literature," under the

fictitious name of Vigneul Marville, but whofe real author was
Bonaventure d'Argonne, a carthufian friar. Three editions of

this work had been already publilhed, and in the third volume

of the third edition, which was an appendix to the whole, fcarce

any thing appeared but articles relating to the former part of it,

and
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anJ an index referring to the pages in which the principal mat-

ters were contained. Banier added thoie articles to their

proper fubjects in the two firft volumes, which were injudi-

ciouily defigned to have been read as detached pieces in the third.

And in return for having (tripped this lalt volume, and making

it of fu'ch poor confequence, the able. editor has replaced it by

a new one ; which is filled with trails of hiftory, anecdotes of

literature, critical remarks, companions, extracts from fcarce

and valuable books, fentiments on various authors, refutations

of errors and ridiculous cu (terns ; together with memorable fay-

ings and lively repartees.

Of equal fervice was Banier to the third voyage of Paul Lucas
into iEgypt ; and that of Cornelius i-'ruyn, or Le Brun. That
of Paul Lucas appeared in 1719, at Rouen, in three vols. i2mo.

With regard to Corn. Le Brun, his voyage to the Levant was
publifhed in j 7 14, at Amfterdam, in folio : and his voyage to

the Eaft Indies came alio out in folio, at the fame place, 1718.

Some bookfellers at Rouen, choofing to reprint them both, in-

truded the reviling of them to Banier, who made feveral altera-

tions, and added fonie remarks. This republication appeared

in 1725, in live vols. 410. but the dutch edition is the belt.

Kis engagements with this work were however unable to pre-

vent his application to mythology, his favourite ftudy, the fruits

of which appeared during the laft 10 years of his life ; in his

tranflation of the metumorphofes of Ovid, with hiftorical remarks

and explanations, publifhed 1732, at Amfterdam, in folio, finely

ornamented with copper plates, by Picart, and reprinted at

Paris 1738, in two vols- 410: and in his " Mythology, or

Tables explained by hiftory," a work full of the molt important

matter, primed at Paris, 1740, in two different forms, the one

in three vols. 4to, and rhe other in feveral i2mo. The eighth

volume of this extenfive work treats of thole public and fo-

lemn ceremonies of the greeks, which compofed a part of the

religion of the ancients, and which were inftituted in their age

of heroes.

The abbe already began to perceive the attacks of a diftem-

per, which feemed to be conducing him infenfibly to the grave,

when fome bookfellers at Paris prevailed upon him to fuperin-

tend the new edition, which they defigned to give, .of " A ge-

neral hiftory of the ceremonies, manners, and religious cuftoms
of all the nations in tire world " a magnificent edition of which
had made its appearance, about 20 years before, in Holland.

Banier embarked in this attempt, with rabbi le Mafcrier, a

jefuit, who had alii (led in the french tranflation from Thuanus.
This, which was finiihed in 1741, in {c\tn volumes folio, is

much more valuablethan the dutch edition j as there are in it

numberlefs corrections, a large quantity of articles, and feveral

new
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new difTertations, written by thefe ingenious compilers. The
dutch author, particularly where he mentions the cultoms and

ceremonies of the roman church, is more occupied in attempt-

ing to make his readers laugh, than folidly to inftru£t them.

The new editors, whilft they retained thefe pafFages, were alfc

careful to amend them. The abbe Banier died on Nov. 19,

1741, in the 69th year of his age. An englifh tranflation of his

Mythology and Fables of the Ancients, was published in Lon-
don, j 74 1 , in four vols. 8vo.

BANISTER (John), an eminent phyfician of the xvith cen-

tury [fJ. He ftudied philofophy for fome time at Oxford, and
afterwards having entered upon the department of phyfic, applied

himfelf entirely to that faculty and furgery. In July 1573, he

took the degree of bachelor in phyfic, and was admitted to prac-

tice. He removed from Oxford to Nottingham, where he

lived many years, and was in high efteem for his fkill in phyfic

and furgery. He has left feveral works on thefe fubjects [g\.

BANISTER (Richard), the younger. All that wc know
cf this phyfician is derived from his works, by which it appears

that he was educated under his near kinfman John Banifler, be-

fore mentioned. He appears to have confined his ftudies and

practice to the difeafes of the eyes, ears, hare-lip, and the wry
neck, in which he acquired a great reputation. His ufual place

of refidence was at Stamford in Lincolnfhire, but he generally

vifited London in fpriug and autumn. In 1621 or 2, he men-
tions having cured 24 blind perfons at Norwich, of which he

obtained a certificate from the mayor and aldermen. He was

then old, as he mentions the period of his days nigh approach-

ing, and his intention for the future to reft at heme. His

language in his works is that of the old herbalift. The time of

his death is uncertain [h],

BANKS (Sir John), born at Kefwick in Cumberland, and
educated in Queen's college, Oxford, where he took one degree,

and then removed to Gray's Inn, London, where he diftinguiibed

himfelf by a thorough knowledge of the law, and became one of

the moft eminent barrifters of his age. In 1630, he was ap-

pointed attorney-general to prince Charles, and at the fame time

reader and treafurer of Gray's Inn. In 1634, he was made chief

("f] Wood's Arhen. Oxen. tidotary chirurgic.il, containing variety of
[c] 1. A needful!, new. and neceflary all forts of medicines, &c. 1580, Svov

treatife of chirurgery, briefly comprehend- Several ye.irs after his death, in 1663,
ing the general and particular titration of his works were pnblifhccTat London in 410,

ulcers,
1 S75? 8v«. 2. Certain experi- in fix books. The jiirll three books, Of

ments of Ir.s own invcnt'io.'.
, &c~. j.Hif- tumours, "'ounds, and ulcers in general

tory of man, fucked 'from the fap of the and particular. 4. Of fractures and luxa-

molt approved anaromifts, &c. in nine tions. 5. Of ihe curation of ulcers. And,
hooks, 1578. 4. Compendious chirur- 6. The anr.tdo.tary, above-mentioned.
gery, gathered • and tranfidied especially [11J Aikiu's Biog. Mem. of Medicine.
cut of VVecker, &c, 15.7, &va, 5. An.

juftice
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juftice of the King's Bench, and afterwards of the Common
Pleas. The univerlity of Oxford conferred the degree of LL.D.
upon him, and he died in that city December 28, 1644. He
wrote feveral treatifes on the law, but they ftill remain in MS.
BANKS (John), an englifh mifcellaneous writer of notej

was born at Sunning in Berkshire, in 1709, and put apprentice

to a weaver at Reading •, but accidentally breaking his arm be-

fore the expiration of his time, he was unable to follow his trade,

and by this misfortune was reduced to great ilraits. Ten pounds
being left him by a relation, he came up to London/ and fet up a

book-ftall in Spital-fields> hoping to be as lucky as Duck, who
about this time lifted himfelf to notice by his poem called The
Threfner, in imitation of which Banks wrote The "Weaver's Mif-

cellany, but without fiiccefs^ neither did he himfelf efteem this

piece. He quitted this fettlement, and lived fome time with a

bookbinder, employing his leifure hours in the compofition of

fmall poems for a collection of which he follicited a fubfcrip-

tion, and accordingly fent his propofals with a poem to Mr.
Pope, who anfwered him in a letter, and fubfcribed for two
fets. He was afterwards concerned in a large work in folio,

intituled the Life of Chrift, which was drawn up with much
piety and exa£tnefs. He alfo wrote the celebrated Critical Re-
view of the Life of Oliver Cromwell, 121110. which has been

often printed. Towards the end of his life he was employed in

writing the Old England and Weftminfler Journals. He died

of a nervous diforder at Iflington, April 19, 1 75 1 [i].

BANKS (John), was bred an attorney at law, and belonged

io the fociety of New-Inn [k].' The dry fhidy of the law how-
ever not being fo fuitable to his natural difpofition as the more
elevated flights of poetical imagination, he quitted the purfuit

of riches in the inns of court, for paying his attendance on thofe

ragged jades the Mufesin the theatre. Here however he found
his rewards by no means adequate to his deferts. His emolu-
ments at the belt were precarious, and the various fucceffes of

his pieces too feelingly convinced him of the error in his choice.

This however did not prevent him from purfuing with cheer-

fulnefs the path he had taken ; his thirft of fame, and warmth
of poetic enthufiafm', alleviating to his imagination many dif-,

agreeable circumitances, into which indigence, the too frequent

attendant on poetical purfuits, often threw him. His turn was
entirely to tragedy ; his merit in which is of a peculiar kind.

For at the fame time that his language muft be confefTed to

be extremely unpoetical, and his numbers uncouth and inhar-

monious ; nay, even his characters, very far from being ilrongly

rnavked or diltinguifhedj and his epifodes extremely irregular;

[1] Floyd. [k] Biograph, Dramat.

Vol. II. F
.

yet
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yet it is impoffible to avoid being deeply affected at the repre-

fentation, and even at the reading of his tragic pieces. This

is owing in general to a happy choice of his fubjects, which

are all borrowed from hivrory, either real or romantic, and in-

deed moft of them from circumftances in the annals of our own
country, which, not only from their King familiar to our con-

tinual recollection, but even from their having fome degree of

relation to ourfelves, we are apt to receive with a kind of par-

tial pre-poffeffion, and a pre-determination to be pleafed. He
has conitantly chofen as the bafis of his plays fuch tales as were

in themfelvcs and their well-known cataftrophes moft truly

adapted to the purpofes of the drama. He has indeed but little

varied from the flridtnefs of hiftorical facts, yet he feems to

have made it his conftant rule to keep the fcene perpetually

alive, and never fuller his characters to droop. His veife is

not poetry, but profe run mad. Yet will the falfe gem fome-

times approach fo near in glitter to the true one, at lead in

the eyes of all but the real connoifieurs (and how fmall a part

of an audience are to be ranked in this clafs will need no ghoft

to inform us), that bombaft will frequently pafs for the true

fublime ; and where it is rendered the vehicle of incidents in

themfelves affecting, and in which the heart is apt to take an

intereft, it will perhaps be found to have a ftronger power on
the human paffions than even that property to which it is in

reality no more than a bare fuccedaneum. And it is only to be

accounted for from thefe principles that Mr. Banks's writings

have in general drawn more tears from the eyes, and excited

more terror in the breafts even of judicious audiences, than

thofe of much more correct and more truly poetical authors.

The tragedies he has left behind him are feven in number, yet

few of them have been performed for fome years paft, excepting
" The Unhappy Favourite, or Earl of Effex," which continued

till very lately a {lock tragedy at both theatres. The v/riters

en dramatic fubjects have not afcertained either the year of the

birth, or that of the death of this author. His laft remains

however lie interred in the church of St. James, Weftminfter.

BAPTIST (John), who was alfo furnamed Monnoyer, a

painter of lome note, who refided many years in England, was
born at Lille in Flanders in 1635. He was brought up at

Antwerp, where his bufinefs was hiftory painting; but finding

that his genius more ftrongly inclined him to the painting of

flowers, he applied his talents in that way, and in which branch

he became one of the greateft matters. When Le Brun had un-

dertaken to paint the palace of Verfaiiles, lie employed Baptift

to do the flower-part, wherein he difplayed great excellence.

The duke of Montague being then ambaflador in France, and

obferving the merit of Baptift's performances, invited him
over
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6Ver into England, and employed him, in conjunction with La
FofTe and Rouffeau, to embellifh Montague houfe, which is now
the Britifh Mufeum ; the repofitory of many curiofities of art

and nature, and the repofitory alfo of many of the fineft pro-

ductions of Baptift. " His pictures (fays Mr. Pilkington in

his Dictionary of Painters) are net fo exquifitely fhijfhed as

thofe of Van Huyfum, but his compofition and colouring are

in a bolder ftyle. His flowers have generally a remarkable
freedom and loofenefs, as well in the difpofition, as in pencil-

ing ; together with a tone of colouring, that is lively, admirable,

and nature itfelf. The difpofition of his objects is furprifingly

elegant and beautiful ; and in that refpect his compositions are

eafily known, and as eafily diftinguifhed from the performances
of others." A celebrated performance of this artift is a look-

ing-glafs preferved in Kenlington palace, which he decorated

with a garland of flowers for queen Mary ; and it is mentioned
as a remarkable circumftance, that her majefty fat by him during1

the greateft part of the time that he was employed in painting

it. He painted, for the duke of Ormond, fix pictures of eaft

indian birds, after nature, which were in that nobleman's col-

lection at Kilkenny in Ireland, and afterwards came into the

poffeflion of Mr. Pilkington. He died in England in the year

1699, and was buried in London. There is a print of Baptift,

from a painting of fir Godfrey Kneller, in Mr. Walpole's Anec-
dotes of painting in England. He had a fon, named Anthony
Baptift, who alfo painted flowers ; and, in the flyle and manner
of his father, had great merit.—There was alfo another painter

known by the name of John Baptift, whofe furname was Gas-
pars, and who was commonly called Lely's Baptift. He wa9
born at Antwerp, and was a difciple of Thomas Willebores Bof-
chaert. During the civil war he came to England, and entered

into the fervice of general Lambert; but after the reftoration he
was employed by fir Peter Lely, to paint the attitudes and dra-

peries of his portraits. He was engaged in the fame bufinefs

under Riley and fir Godfrey Kneller. The portrait of Charles II.

in Painters' Hall, and another of the fame prince, with mathe-
matical inftruments, in the hall of St. Bartholomew's Hofpital,

were painted by this Baptift, who died in 1691, and was buried

at St. James's [l].

BAPTISTIN (JoHNBAPTisTES't'RUK, fo called), a mufician,

born at Florence, died about the year 1740. He compofed three

operas, viz. Meleager, Manto the fairy, and Polydore. His
reputation is chiefly founded on cantatas. Thofe of Democritus
and Heraclitus are admirable for their mufic, which is truly pictu-

[ 1. ] Biograph. Britap.nica.

V % refque. m
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refque. It was he who fir ft made the violoncello known in

France, on which instrument he played in a fuperior ftyle.

BARANZANO (Rpdemptus), a barnabite monk, born at

Serravalle, in the environs of Verceil in Piemont, rn 1590, wa3
made proleffor of philofophy and mathematics at Anneci, where
he was much diftinguifhed by the acutenefs of his genius. The
general of his order having lent him into France for forming

fome eftablilhments there, he proceeded to Paris, where he ac-

quired a reputation both as a philofopher and as a preacher. He
,

was one of the firft that had the courage to abandon the tram-

mels of Ariftotle. He died at Montargis the 23d of December
1622, aged only 33. La Mothe le Vayer clafles him among
the foremoft of the learned in his time. He adds that Baranzano
had feveral times affured him that he would appear to him, if

lie fhould depart the firft out of this world : but he did net keep
his word. Lord chancellor Bacon had as great an efteem for

him as la Mothe le Vayer., Notwithstanding that the fyftems

oppofed by this barnabite to thofe of Ariftotle have not become
current, it is to be prefumed that he would have made fomething

more of them if he had not been fnatched away by death at the

beginning of his career. There are by him : 1 . Campus Philofo-

phicus, 1620, 8vo. 2. Uranofcopia, feu univerfa doctrina de

Ccelo, 16
1 7, folio. 3. De novis Opinionibus Phyficis, 8vo.

1617.

BARATIER (JohSi Philip), a prodigy of his kind, and
whom Baillet, if he had lived in his time, would have placed

at the head of his " Enfans Celcbres,"-was born at Schwoback,.

in the margravate of Frandenburg-Anfpach, the 19th of Ja-
nuary 1 72 1 [m]. His father Francis had quitted France',''^or8i -

the fake of profeffing the religion of Calvin; and was then
paflor of the calv'miit church of Sehwoback. He took upon
himlclf tl.e car

-

e of his fon's education, and taught him languages

without Piudy, and almoft without his perceiving that he was
learning them, by only introducing words of different languages

as it were eafually into converfation with him. ..By this means,,

when he Mas but four years old, he fpoke every day french to

his mother, latin to his father, and german to the maid; with-

out the lead perplexity to himfelf, or the lea ft confufion of one.

language with another.

J he other languages of which he was mailer, he learnt by a

method yet more uncommon ; which was, by only ufing the

bible, in the language he then propofed to learn, accompanied
with a tranflaticn. Thus he underftood greek at 6k, and he-

[mJ F nmev '? accountofht ", in Works another account of him, piinttd at London,
of the Learned for Oct. 1743 — *nJ alfe 1 7-H*

brew
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fcrew at eight years of age ; infomuch that, upon opening the

book, and without a moment's hefitation, he could tranflate the

hebrew bible into latin or french. He was now very defirous

of reading the rabbins ; and prevailed upon his father to buy
him the great rabbinical bible, publifhed at Amfterdam, 1728, in

4 vols, folio : which he read with great accuracy and attention,

as appears from his account of it, inferted in the 26th volume
of the Bibliotheque Germanique. In his nth year, he pub-

lifhed the travels of rabbi Benjamin, tranflated from hebrew into

french ; which he illuflrated with notes, and accompanied with

diflertations, that would have done honour to an adept in letters.

He afterwards applied himfeif to the ftudy of the fathers

and the councils, of philofophy, mathematics, and above all

of aftronomy. This boy, as he really was, formed fchemes

for finding the longitude, which he fent in January 1735 to the

Royal Society at London ; and, though thefe fchemes had been

already tried and found infufHcient, yet they exhibited fuch a

fpecimen of his capacity for mathematical learning, that the

Royal Society of Berlin admitted him, the fame year, as one of

their members. Nptwithftanding thefe avocations and amufe-

ments, he publifhed very fhort'ly after a learned theological

work, intituled " Anti Artemonius : it was written againfl Sa-

muel Crellius, who had aflumed the name of Artemonius, and

the fubject is the text at the beginning of St. John's gofpel.

In 1735, too, he went with his father to Halle ; at which uni-

verfity he was offered the degree of mafter of arts, or (as it is

there termed) doctor in philofophy. Baratier drew up that

night 14 thefes in philofophy and the mathematics, which he fent

immediately to the prefs; and which he defended the next day fo

very ably, that all who heard him were delighted and amazed :

he was then admitted to his degree. He went alfo to Berlin,

and was prefented to the king of Pruffia, as a prodigy of eru-

dition ; who fhewed him remarkable kindnefs, and conferred

upon him great honours : but, not being very fond of men of

letters, treated him, as fome write, with a fmall tincture of fe-

yerity[N]. He afkpd him, for inftance, by way of mortifying

him, whether he knew the public law of the empire? which
being obliged to confefs that he did not, " Go (fays the king),

and ftudy it, before you pretend to be learned." Baratier ap-

plied himfeif inftantly to it, and with fuch fuccefs, that at the

end of five months he publicly maintained a thefis in it.

He continued to add new acquifitions to his learning, and to

increafe his reputation by new performances : he was now, in

his '9th year, collecting materials for a very large work con-

cerning the cegyptian antiquities : but,his conltitution, naturally

[n] Nouv. Di&. Hiibrique-Portatif. Amft, 1774. art. Baratier.

F 3 weak
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weak and delicate, and now impaired by intenfe application,

began to give way, and his health to decline. Cough, fpitting

of blood, fever on the fpirits, head-ach, pains at the ftomach,

oppreflions at the bread, frequent vomitings, all contributed to

deib'oy him ; and he died at his father's at Halle the 5th of

October 1740, in the 20th year of his age. He was naturally

gay, lively, and facetious ; and he neither loft his gaiety, nor

neglected his ftudies, till his ditlemper, ten days before his

death, deprived him of the ufe of his limbs. He was a won-
derful proof, how much in a fhort time may be performed by
indefatigable diligence j and yet it is remarkable, that he paffed

12 hours in bed till he was 10 years old, and 10 hours from
thence to the time of his death ; fo that he fpent nearly half

his life in fleeping.

He was not only mafter of many languages, but {killed al-

rnoft in' every fcience, and capable of diftinguifhing himfelf in

every profeffion, except that of phyficj towards which, having

been difcouraged by the diverfity of opinions among thofe who
confulted upon his diforders, and alfo by the inefficacy of their

applications, he had conceived a diflike, and even an averfion.

His learning, however vail, had not depreffed or overburdened his

natural faculties, for his genius appeared always predominant

;

and when he inquired into the various opinions of the writers

of all ages, he reafoned and determined for himfelf, having a

mind at once comprehenfive and delicate, active and attentive.

He was able to reafon with the metaphyficians on the moft ab-

ftrufe queftions, or to enliven the molt unpleafing fubjedts by

the gaiety of his fancy. He wrote with great elegance and dig-

nity of ftyle. He was no imitator, but (truck out new tracls,

and formed original fyllems. He had a quicknefs of apprehen-

fion and firmnefs of memory, which enabled him to read with

incredible rapidity, and at the fame time to retain what he had

read, fo as to be able to recollecl: and apply it. He turned over

volumes in an inftant ; but feldom made extracts, being always

able at once to find what he wanted. He read over in one winter

10 vaft folios •, and the catalogue of the books which he had

borrowed, cornprifed 41 pages in 4to, the writing clofe, and

the titles abridged. He was a cpnftant reader of literary journals.

With regard to common life he had fome peculiarities: he

could not bear mufic •, and, if .ever he was engaged at play,

could not attend to it. He neither loved wine, nor enter-

tainment <r, nor dancing, nor the fports of the field ; nor re-

lieved his ftudies with any other diverficn, than that of walking

and converfation. He ate little fieih, and lived almoft wholly

upon milk, tea, bread, fruits, and fweetmeats. He had great

vivacity in his imagination, and ardour in his defires ; yet was
always referved and filent except among his favourites, which

were
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were few : and the delicacy of his habit, together with his con-

ftant application, fupprefled thofe paffions, which often betray

others of his age to irregularities in conduct.

Upon the whole, Baratier was a moll extraordinary perfon ;

and, in an uncivilized and ignorant age, might either have been

worlhipped as a mifhonary, or burnt as a forcercr.

BARBA (Alvarez Alonzo), curate of St. Bernard dc Po-
tofi, at the commencement of the xviith century, is the author

of a very fcarce book intituled, Arte de los metallos, Madrid,

1620, 4to. It was reprinted in 1729, in 4to ; and to that edi-

tion was added, the Treatife of Alonzo Carillo Laflb, on the

antient mines of Spain, printed before at Cordova in 1624, in

4to. There is an abridgment of Barba in french, 1 vol. i2mo,

1730, to which is added a Recueil d'Ouvrages on the fame fub-

je£t, alfo in i2mo, in very great elteem.

BARBADILLO (Alphonsus Jekom de Salas), born at

Madrid, died about i6<;o, compcfed feveral comedies highly

applauded in Spain. His ltyle, being pure and elegant, contri-

buted greatly to the improvement of the fpanifh language. His
theatrical pieces are lively, and abound in moral fentiments.

There is likewife by him, the adventures of don Diego de Noche,
1624, 8vo.

BARBARO
; Daniel), co-adjutor of the patriarchate of

Aquileia, born in 1 5
1
3, acquired a reputation for his learning and

his capacity in the management of public affairs, which caufed

him to be chofen by the fenate of Venice to be ambaflador from
the republic to England, where he remained till 1551. He
died in 1570, and left behind him feveral works in good repute,

the chief of which are : 1. A Treatife of Eloquence, by way of

dialogue, printed at Venice, in 1557, 4to. 2. Pratica della

Perfpectiva, Venice 1568, folio. 3. An italian tranflation of

Vitruvius, with annotations, Venice, 1584, 4to, fig. Bayle

and feveral other lexicographers after him, have been grofsly

miftaken in regard to the dates of the birth and death of this il-

luftrious perfon as well as about his works.

BARBARUS, or Barbaro (Hermolaus), a man of great

learning, born at Venice 14.54 [0]. In the early part of his life

he was intruded with many honourable employments : he was
fent by the Venetians to the emperor Frederic, and to his fon

Maximilian king of the romans. The fpeech which he made
to thefe two princes at Bruges, in 1486, was afterwards pub-
lished, and dedicated to Carondelet, fecretary to Maximilian.
He was ambaflador from the republic of Venice to pope Inno-

cent VIII. When the patriarch of Aquileia died, his holinefa

[o] Gefner. Biblioth. fol. 246. ex Tiithemio.

F 4 conferred
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conferred the patriarchate upon Hermolaus, who was fo impru-

dent as to accept of it, notwithstanding he knew that the repubr

lie of Venice had made an exprefs law forbidding all the minifters

they fent to Rome to accept of any benefice. Hermolaus excufed

himfelf, by faying that the pope forced him to accept of the

prelacy ; but this availed nothing with the council of ten, who
fignified to him that he muft renounce the patriarchate, and if

he refufed to comply, that Zachary Barbarus his father mould be

degraded from ail his dignities, and his eflate confiscated. Za-

chary was a man pretty much advanced in years, and filled one

of the chief ports in the commonwealth. He employed all the

intereft in his power to gain the confent of the republic to his

fon's being patriarch ; but all his endeavours having proved in-

effectual, he died of grief.

Hermolaus was efteemed a good writer. At the requeft of

Theodcvic Flas, phyfician of Nuis, he compofed a treatife on

the agreement of aftronomy with phyfic. He was very well

{killed in greek, of Which he gave a proof in his Themiffius, in

his paraphrafe on Ariftotle, and his tranflation of Diofcorides,

to which is added a very large commentary.' He is faid likewife

to have tranfiated two treadles of Plutarch. He had alfo formed

a defign to tranflate all the works of Ariftotle, but nothing of

this kind ever appeared, except the Rhetoric, which was pub-

lished after his death. He war. alfo efteemed a good poet ; and

amongft other poetical pieces was one of 600 verfes, intituled

De re uxoria ; his grandfather had wrote a piece in profe with

the fame title. Of all his works, as a commentator, that upon
Pliny gained him the molt reputation ; he is faid to have cor-

rected above a thoufand paflages in this author, and to have

reilored above three hundred in Pomponius Mela. Hermolaus

died at Rome, 1493. Mr. Bayle is of opinion that he was cut

off by the plague.

BARBAZAN (Stephen), born at St. Fargeau en Puifaye,

in the diocefe of Auxerre, in 1 696, palled his whole life in reading

the old french authors, and died in 1770, after having publifhed,

I. Contes & fableaux des anciens poetes Francois du xiime et

xiiime fiecles, 1766, 3 vol. i2mo. This collection is prefaced

by a difiertation on the poets, whofe works it contains, and,

followed by a gloilary. 2. Ordene de Chevalerie ; it is a col-

lection of feveral talcs of antient times, with a difiertation on
the french tongue, and a fmall glofiary. 3. Le Caftoyement 5

or, Inftrutlicn from a Father to his Son, 1760, 8vo. preceded

by a dilfertntion on the Celtic language. 4. Obfervations fur les

etymologies ; with a vocabulary at the end. 5. In conjunction

with the abbe la Porte and Graville, he was editor of the Re-
cueil Alpliabetioue, from the letter C to the end of the alphabet.

This
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This work, too long by one half, was begun by the abbe Perau ;

it is in 24 vols. i2mp. 1745, and the following years. It contains

many pieces which it would be difficult to End elfewhere.

BARBEAU df. la BrutbR"E (John Lewis), born at Paris in

17 10, was the fon of a woodmonger, and defigned to purfue his fa-

ther's trade ; but nature had given him fuch a tafte for literature

that he was forced to follow his difpofition- He at firft embraced

the ecclefiaftical condition ; which he quitted fome time after-

wards in order to retire to Holland, where he pafled 10 or i£

years. He carried with him from that country charts but little

known in France, which he communicated to M. Eauche, who
kept him with him above 23 years, and in whofe works he had

the greateft (hare. In 1759, however, a production appeared

under his name. This was his Mappe-monde Hiftorique : an

ingenious and truly novel chart, in which the author has had

the fkill to combine geography, chronology, and hiitory into

one fyflem. He had intended to particularize this general chart

in diftinet maps ; but he was forced to abandon this idea by the

iad neceflity he laboured under of gaining his bread by rapid

publications. The world is indebted to him for the Tablettes

Chronologiques of the abbe Lenglet, 1763 and 1770 •, for the

Geographie Moderne of the abbe la Croix, the fubftance whereof

is properly his ; the two laft volumes of the Bibliotheque de

France, of pere le Long ; and he furnifhed great ailiftance to

M. de Fontette in the publication of the three firft. We have

Jikewife by him a Defcription de Pcmpire de Ruffie, tranflated

from the german of baron de Strahlemberg, 1757, 2 vols. 1 2 mo.

He has done juftice to the original ; which, to fay the truth,

is not worth a tranflation, as there is hardly an account or a

defcription of any kind in the whole book that is hot wrong in

fome particulars. The eftimable and learned L'arbeau died of a

ftroke of the apoplexy, at Paris, the 20th of November 1781. He
married about two years before, for the fake of having a com-
panion to mitigate the forrows and infirmities of age. He was
one of the few modeft fcholars, who, without having either li-

terary titles or penfions, are often more ufeful than others .de-

corated and endowed with both. No one was ever more oblig-

ing than him ; no one lefs avaricious of his knowledge, or had

more to communicate on the fubjecls of geography and hiftory.

His memory was a kir
f
d of living library : he was always con-

fulted with advantage, either for the exa£r. dates of events, or

for the belt editions of good or fcarce books.

BARBERINI (Frantcis\ an excellent poet, born at Barbe-

rino in Tufcany, 1264 [p]. The greateft part of his works are

loft, but his poem, intituled, The precepts of love, having been

preferved, is fufficient to fhew the genius of Barberini for

poetry. If we judge of this piece by its title, we may bv. £ z

[pj Didtioimaiic des beaux arts.

to
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to imnglne it of the fame kind with that of Ovid de arte amandi $

but in this we Should be much mistaken, for there is nothing

more moral and instructive than this poem of Barberini. It

was published at Rome, adorned with beautiful figures, in 1640,

by Frederic Ubaldini : he prefixed the author's life •, and, as

there are in the poem many words which are grown obfolete, he

added a.gloffary -to explain them, which illuitrates the fenie by
the authority of contemporary poets.

BARBEU du Bourg (James), phyfician, of the academy of

Stockholm, born at Mayenne the 12th of February 1709, died

the i 4th of December 1770, published divers works ; among
others the Gazette de iVIedicine, of which the firlt papers ap-

peared in 1761, in 8vo. His other productions are: I. A
tranflation of Bolingbroke's Letters on Hiltory, i2mo. 2. Le
Butanifte Francois, 1767, 2 vol. i2mo. 3. Elemens de Mede-
cine, en forme d'Aphorifmes, 1780, nmo.
BARBEYRAC (John), born the 15th of March 1674, at

Bariers, a city of Lower Languedoc, in France. He went to

Laufanne, in 1686, with his father; and, in 1697, was at Ber-

lin, where he taught philofophy at the french college. At the

deiire of his father, he applied himfelf at hrft to divinity, but

afterwards quitted it, and gave himfelf up to the ftudy of the

law, efpecially that of nature and nations. In 17 10, he was in-

vited to Laufanne, to accept of the new profefTorlhip of law and

hiftory, which the magistrates of Bern had inftituted, and he

enjoyed it for feven years, during which time he was thrice

rector. In 1713, he was elected a member of the Royal Society

of Sciences at Berlin; and in 1717, chofen profeffor of public

and private law at Groningen. He tranflated into french the

two celebrated works of Puffendorf, his " Law of nature and

rations," and his "Duties of a man and citizen :" he wrote ex-

cellent notes to both thefe performances, and to the former he

gives an introductory preface. He tranflated alfo the two dif-

courfes of Mr. Noodt, Concerning the power of a Sovereign and

liberty of conscience, and Several of TillotSon's Sermons. The
piece intituled Traite de jeu, printed at Amlterdam, in J 709, is

alfo of his composition ; belides Several critical and literary re-

marks, jnferted in different journals, and fome academical dif-

courfes published at Geneva, LauSanne, and Amlterdam. He
published alfo in 1724, a tranflation into french of Grotius's

treatiSe De jure belli ac pacis, with large and excellent notes [qJ.
He died in 1729.

[qJ Befides what we have mentioned tranflation, with notes, of a treatife of M.
ahrve, we have alio of his, 1. Traite fur Bynckeilhock, 1723. 3. La defence du

la morale des peres, 172S, 4to. This wis droit de la compagru'e Hoilandoile des

written a*ain(r Mr. GeiHier, who had at- I tides Oriental es, centre Irs nouvelles pre-

tacked what Birbeyrac had faid upon that tenfions des habi tans des Pais lias Autri-

)i;bjed in his Preface to Puffendorf. 2. A chiens, &c. 1725.

7 BARBIER
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BARBIER d'Aucour (John), advocate in the parliament of

Paris, member of the french academy, born at Langres, of poor

parents, drew himfelf out of obfcurity by his talents. He was at

firft repetiteur au college de Lifieux. He then applied him felt

to the bar ; but his memory having failed him at the outfct of

his firft pleading, he promifed never to attempt it againa though

he might have pleaded with fuccefs. He is the perfon meant by

Boileau in thofe lines of his Lutrin, where he fays to the firit

preiident Lamoignon :

Quand la premiere fois un athlete nouveau
,

Vient combattre en champ-clos aux joutes du barreau,

Souvent, fans y penfer, ton augufte prefence

Troublant, par trop d'eclat, fa timide eloquence
;

Le nouveau Ciceron, tremblant, decolore,

Cherche envain fon difcours fur la langue egare.

Envain, pour gagner terns dans fes tranfes afFrcufes,

Traine d'un dernier mot les fyllabes honteufes;

II hetite, il begaie ; et le trifle orateur

Demeure enfin muet aux yeux du fpeclateur.

This accident induced him to keep within the walls of his ftudy.

Though bold, pen in hand, he was out of doors the Have of a ti-

midity which was rather founded on his ill fortune than on his

natural character. Not having wherewith to fatisfy his landlord,

he agreed to marry his daughter ; but this marriage did not put

him in eafy circumftances. Colbert having given him charge of

the education of one of his fons, Barbier lengthened his name by

the addition of d'Aucour, But this minitler, dying without

having done any tiling for his advancement, he was obliged to

return to the bar. He gained exceeding great honour by the

eloquent and generous defence he made for a certain le .Brun,

the valet of a lady in Paris, falfely accufed of having alTaffmated

his miftrefs. This was his laft caufe. He died Sept. J3, 1694,
at the age of 53, of an inflammation of the bread. The deputies

of the academy, who went to fee him in his lalt ficknefs, were
concerned to find him fo badly lodged : It is my comfort, faid

he, and a very great comfort it is, that I leave no heirs of my
mifery. The abbe de Choifi, one of them, having faid: You
leave a name that will never die.— Alas, I do not flatter myfelf

on that fcore, returned d'Aucour; if my works mould have any

fort of value in themfelyes, I have been wrong in the choice of

my fubjetls. I have dealt only in criticifm, which never lafls

long. For, if the book criticifed fhould fall into contempt, the

criticifm falls with it, fince it is immediately feen to be ufelefs ;

and if, in fpite of the criticifm, the book ftands its ground, then

the criticifm is equally forgotten, fmce it is immediately thought

£0 be unjuft, He was no friend to the Jefuits, and the greater

part
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part of his works are againft that fociety, or againft, the writers

of it. That which does him the moft honour is intituled, Sen-
timens de Cleanthe fur les Entretiens d'Arifte et d'Eugine, par

le pere Bouhours, jefuit, in i2mo, This book has been often

quoted, and with good reafon, as a model of the mod juft and
ingenious criticifm. D'Aueour here diftributes his bons-mots
and his learning, without going too great lengths in his raillery

and his quotations. 1 he jefuit Bouhours, who delivers very frivo-

lous matters in an affected ftyle, could never recover from this

ftroke of his adverfary. The abbe Qranet gave an edition of this

work in 1730, to which he has added two circumftances, which
prove that Barbier would have been as good a lawyer as a critic.

The other writings of d'Aucour are no more than a collection

of turlupinades : Les Gaudinettes, l'Onguent pour la brulure,

againft the jefuits ; Apollon vendeur de Mithridate, againft Ra-
cine ; two fatires in miferable poetry. It is not eafy to conceive

how he could rally Bouhours fo neatly, and the others in fo

coarfe a manner. It is faid that his antipathy to the jefuits arofe

from his being one day in their church, when one of the fathers

told him to behave with decency, becaufe locus eratJacer. D'Au-
cour immediately replied : Si locus ejl facrys, quare exponit'is. . .

[It is to be remarked, thaton^that day fome ^enigmatical pictures

were expofed, that they might be explained by the amftants.]

This epithet offacrus ran inftantanebufly from mouth to mouth.
The regents repeated it ; it was echoed by the fcholars ; and
the name of Lawyer Sacrus iluck to him fo clofely that he could

never fhake it off. ,

BARBIER (Mary Ann), born at Orleans, cultivated litera-

ture and poetry, and fettled at Paris,' where fhe published feveral

Tragedies and fome Operas in one vol. i2mo. It has been faid

that her name was only borrowed by the abbi Pellegrin ; but it

is a miftake. Mademoifelie Barbier had talents and learning,

and the abbe Pellegrin was never any thing more to her than her

friend and advifer. She died in 1745. The conduct of the

tragedies of mademoifelie Barbier is tolerably regular, and the

fcenes pretty well connected : the fubjedls are in general judi-

cioufly chofen ; but nothing can be more ordinary than the

manner in which fhe treats them. In endeavouring to render

the heroines of her pieces generous and noble, (lie degrades all

her heroes. We perceive the weaknefsof a timid pencil, which,

incapable of painting objects in large, ftrives to exaggerate the

virtues of her fex •, and thefe monftrous pictures produce an

intereft that never rifes above mediocrity. Neverthclefs, we
meet with fome affecting fituations, and a natural and eafy ver-

fificationj but too much facility renders it negligent, diffufe, and

profaic.

BARBOUR (John). He was born in or near the year j 3 20,

o and
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and educated in the abbey of Aberbrothock, where he took or-

ders, and obtained a living near Aberdeen. In 1358 king David
Bruce promoted him to the archdeaconry of Aberdeen, and ap-

pointed him one of his chaplains. He was fent on feveral em-
Daffies to England, where he difcharged his duty as a very able1

itatefman, and had feveral marks of refpedt, (hewn him by Ed-
ward III. At his leifure hours he wrote in ancient fcottifh verfe,

the Life and heroic Actions of King Robert Bruce ; a work of
great value, becaufe he had his materials from fome of thofe gal-

lant heroes who had fought under that illnltrious prince, when
he drove the Englilh out of Scotland. He died at Aberdeen
1378, aged <8.

BARBUD, mafter of mufic to KofruParviz, king of Perfia of
the fourth dynafty. He fo much excelled in his art, that his

name is become the appellative of all excellent muficians.

Schams Fakhri, fpeaking of a magnificent banquet given by his

prince, fays, that Zohara, which is the name given by the Per-
fians to Venus, there filled the place of Barbud, i e. of mafter of
mufic : for the Orientals give to Venus the lyre, which the
Greeks and the Latins put into the hands of Apollo. The Per-
fians fay, that Barbud was alfo an excellent performer on inftru-

ments, and that he gave his name to a kind of lyre which they
call barbud, from whence the Greeks perhaps formed their word
barbiton; they fay likewife that he is the inventor of a tune,
called by them aurenki ; which is to fay, the tune of the throne,
or the royal air.

BARL ALI, the furname of Mohammed ben Pir AH, who died
in the year of the hegira 960. He is author of a commentary
on the Arbain. He is likewife called Al Rumi.— I here is alfo

another author of the fame name, who died in the year of the
hegira 981 or 982, of whom we have feveral works; and, araonp-
others, r. Tharikat Mohammediat ; that is, A fpiritual Method
and Inftruction according to the Principles of Mufulmanifm.
2. Encadh al halekin, Deliverance to thofe who are periihin^ ;

where he fpeaks againft thofe who defer their penitence till the
hour of death. 3 Icadh al naimin, The Alarm to thofe thai:

lleep. They are all books of devotion.

BARCLAY, Barclet, Barklay, or de Barklay (Alex-
ander), an elegant writer of the xvith century, born in Scotland
according to Dr. Mackenzie, but Mr. Pits and Mr Wood make
him a native of hngland ; the latter affirming that he was born
in Somerfetlhire, at a village called Barclay. The time of his

birth is not afcertained, nor is it known where he received the
firft part of his education. We are only told that he was en-
tered at Oriel college, Oxford, when Thomas Cornifli, after-

wards bifliop of Tyne, was p
rovo It of that houfe [r]. After he

[r] Wool's Aitti«j. Ox. lib. ii. p. 105.

had
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had flu died" fome time at Oxford, he went over to Holland, and
from thence to Germany, Italy, and France, the languages of
which countries he fludied with great afliduity, and read all their

beft authors, wherein he made a mod furpriimg proficiency, as

appeared by many excellent tranflations, which he publilhed.

Upon his return to England, the provoft of Oriel, who had been
his patron at college, having been preferred to the bifhopric of
Tyne, made him his chaplain, and afterwards appointed him one
of the priefls of the college : but bifhop Cornifh dying foon
after, he entered into the order of St. Benedict, and afterwards,

as fome fay, became a francifcan : we are told al'fo that he was
a monk cf Ely j and that, upon the diffolution of this monaf*
rery, he had the vicarage of St. Matthew at Wokey in Worcef-
terihire bellowed upon him [s}. He was alfo preierrted to the'

living of Much Baddow, or Baddow Magna, in the county of

Eflex ; and thefe, according to Mr. "Wood, were all the prefer-

ments he ever enjoyed ; but another writer tells us, that the

dean and chapter of London conferred upon hirn the re<£torfhip

cf Allhallows Lombard-ftreet, but that he did not enjoy it above

fix weeks [f ].

He lived to an advanced age, and died at Croydon. He was
efteemed a very polite writer, and a great refiner of the engiifh

tongue [uj.

BARCLAY (William), a learned civilian, born at Aberdeen"

in Scotland, was much in favour with queen Mary Stuart, and
had great reafon therefore to expect preferment; but the mi f-

fortunes of this princefs having difappointed all his expectations,

he went to France in 1573 j and, though he was then thirty

years of age, began to ftudy law at Bourges [x]. Afterwards

fs} Mackenzie, Lives of Scots writers, fifth is, Of the citizen and upland iih man.
vol. ii. p. 287. Biogr. Brit. 2. The Jives of feveral faints, tranflated

[tJ Newcouit's Repertor. vol. ii. from latin into engiifh, particularly thofe

p. 254. of St. George, St. Catharine, St. Marga-

[u] His writings are very numerous, ret, and St. Ethelreda. 3. Five eclogues,

but no perfeft catalogue of them is any from the latin of Mantuan. 4. Of the

where to be found ; the principal, ?.s men- french pronunciation. ;. The Bucolic of

tioned by Bayle and Pits, are as follow : Codrus. 6. The caftle of labour, tranflated

1. Eclogues on the miferies of courtiers, from french into engiifh. 7. A treatife of

&c- They were printed at London, in 4to, virtues, written originally by D. Mancini.

without date, under this title : Here be- 8. The figure of our mother holy church

gynneth the eglogues of Alexander Bar- oppreffed by the french king. 9. Navis

clay, preft, whereof the firft three con- ftultifera, or the fhipof fools. This confifts

tavneththe mvferyesof courters andcouries partly of feveral vcrfes of his own com po-

of all princes in general! : the matter iition, partly tranflations from the latin,

whereof was tranflated into englyfhe by the french, and dutch; but it is chiefly a kind

faid Alexander, in fourrne of dialoges, out of verfion of a book written by Sebaftian

of a book in latin, named Mi fere curia- Brantius. It is adorned with great variety

lium, compiled by tineas Sylvius poete of pictures, printed from wooden cuts. 10.

and oratour, which after was pope of Rome Thehiftory ofthejueurthine war, tranflated

and named Pius. This volume contains from the latin of Salluft.

five dialogues; the fourth is, Of thebeha- [xj Niceron, torn. xvii. p. 277.

viour of riche men anciilc poete3 ; and the

her
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he took bis doctor's degree there; and, as he was a man of quick

parts and great afliduity, he foon became able to teach the law.

About this time the duke of Lorrain having founded the uni-

verfity of PontamoufTon, gave him the firft profeflbrfliip, and ap-

pointed him counfellor in his councils, and mafter of the requefts

of his palace. In 1581, Barclay married a young lady of Lor-

rain, by whom he had a fon, who became afterwards the caule

of animofity betwixt his father and the jefuits : the youth being

endowed with a fine genius, they ufed their utmofk endeavours

to engage him in their fociety, and had very nigh fucceeded

when the father difcovefred their intentions. He was greatly

difpleafed at the jefuits, who refented it as highly on their part;

and did him fo many ill offices with the duke, that he was
obliged to leave Lorrain. He went to London, expecting king

James would give him fome employment : his majefty accord-

ingly offered him a place in his council, with a confiderable al-

lowance ; with this condition, however, that he mould embrace

the religion of the church of England, but this he declined from

his attachment to the romifh faith. He returned to France in

J 604, and accepted of a profeflbrfliip in civil law, which was
offered to him by the univerfity of Angers. He read lectures

there with great applaufe till his death, which happened about

1605, when he was buried in the francifcan church. He pub-

lifhed feveral books upon the powers of kings and popes.

BARCLAY (John), fon of the preceding, born in France,

I 582, at PontamoufTon, where his father was profeflbr. He ftu-

died under the jefuits ; who, as we have mentioned above, be-

came fo fond of him on account of his capacity and genius, that

they ufed their utmoft endeavours to engage him in their fociety :

which was the reafon of his father's breaking with them, and of

his retiring with his fon to England [vj. Soon after his arrival

in England, John Barclay wrote a latin poem on the coronation

of king James ; and, in 1603, dedicated the firft part of hi* Eu-

phormio to his majeily. The king was highly pleafed with thefe

two pieces, and would have been glad to have retained young
Barclay in England ; but his father, not finding things anfwer

his expectations, took a refolution of returning to France, and
being afraid of his fon's becoming a proteftant, he indited on his

going along with him. John continued at Angers till the death

of his father ; when he removed to Paris, where he married, and
foon after went to London. After ten years refidence in Lon-
don, he went to Paris again. The year following he went to

Rome, being invited thither by pope Paul V. from whom he

received many civilities, as he did likewiie from cardinal Bel-

l.irmin. He died at Rome, 1621, and was buried in the church

|~vl Niceron. torn, vii,

of
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of St. Onuphrius upon the Janiculus. His fon ere&ed a mo-
nument of marble to him, in the church of St. Lawrence,
upon the way to Tivoli. He has left many learned and elegant

works [zj.

BARCLAY (Robert), an eminent writer amongft. the qua-

kers, born at Edinburgh, 1648. The troubles in Scotland in-

duced his father, colonel Barclay, to fend him while a youth to

Paris, under the care of his uncle, principal of the fcots college ;

who, taking advantage of the tender age of his nephew, drew
him over to the romifh religion [a]. His father being informed

of this, fent for him iri 1664. Robert, though now only fixteen,

had gained a perfect knowledge of the french and latin

tongues, and had alfo improved himfelf iti mofl other parts of

knowledge [b]. Several writers amongft the quakers have af-

ferted that colonel Barclay had embraced their do£trine before

his fon's return from France, but Robert himfelf has fixed it to

the year 1666. Our author foon after became alfo a profelyte to'

that fe£t, and in a fnort time diftiuguifhed himfelf greatly by his

zeal for their doctrines. His firft treatife in defence of them
appeared at Aberdeen, 1670 [c]. It was written in fo fenfible

a manner, that it greatly raifed the credit of the quakers, who
began now to be better treated by the government than ever be-

fore. In a piece he publifhed in 1672, fye tells us that he had

[z] The following is a lift of them as

given by Niceron : I. Note in Sta-tii i'he-

baidem, Muffiponti, 1601, 8vo. %. Eu-

phormionis Lunnini fatyrkon. This fat ire

confitts of two parts, the firft was publifhed

it London in 100}, 121110. He wrote the

fecond partwhilft he refided at Angers, and

publifhed it at Paris along with the hriV, in

16: s, i:mo. 3. Scries patefafti divinitus

parricidii in maximum regem regnumque

Britannia: cogitati et inftru<£ti. Amft. 160c,

121110. 4 Apoiegia Euphormionis. Lond.

i&io,i 2 mo.
5

Joannis Barclaii pietas, feu

publics pro regibus ac principibus, et pri-

vate pro Gullklmo Barclaio parente vin-

dicis adverfbs R.obertum Bellarminum

intiaclatu de poteltate fummi por.tificis in

temporalibus. i'aris, 1612, 4to. 6. Icon.

animorum. Lond- 16 14, nmo. 7. Poj-

roatum libri duo. Lond. 1 61 5; 4to. S. Pa-

raenefis ad.fef'orios hujus temporis <}e vera

eccleiia, fide, et religione. Romaa, 1617,

nmo. 9. Argenis. Paris, io2t, 8vo This

js the firft edition of that celebrated work.

It has fince gone through a great number of

editions, and has been trauflrted into moil

languages. M. de Pierefc, who had the

care of the firft edition, catifed the effisies

of the author to be placed before '.he book;

and the following ditlith, written by Gro-

tius, was put under it

:

Gente Caledoni us, Gallus natalibus, hie eff

Romam Romano qui docet ore loqui.

[a] Hift. des tremblcurs, p. 76.

[b] See his teftimony concerning his

father, at the end of his Works.
[c] The title runs thus :

" Truth
cleared of calumnies, wherein a book in-

titlcd, A dialogue hetween a Quaker and a

flable Chtiftian (printed at Aberdeen, and,

upon good ground, judged to be writ by
William Mitthe!, a preacher near by it, or

at leaft that he had the chief hand in it),

is examined, and the difingenuity of the

author in his reprefenting the Quakers is

difcovered ; here is alfo their cafe truly'

{fated, cleared, demonftrated, and the ob-

jections of their oppofers anfwered accord-

ing to truth, fcripture, and right reafon ;

to which are fubjoined queries to the in-

habitants of Aberdeen, which might (as far

as the title tell- us)' alfo be of ufe to fuch

as a>e of the fame mind with them elfe-

wherc in the nation." The pieface to this

performance is dated from the author's

houfe at Ury, the 1 9th of the fecond month,

1670.

been
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Veen commanded by God to pafs through the ftreets of Aber-
deen in fackcloth and afhes, and to preach the neceflity of faith

and repentance to the inhabitants ; he accordingly performed

it, being, as he declared, in the greateft agonies of mind till

he had fulfilled this command [d]. In 1675, he publifhed a

regular and fyitematical difcourfe, explaining the tenets of the

quakers ; which was univerfally well received [e]. Many of

thofe who oppofed the religion of the quakers, having endea-

voured to confound them with another feci called the ranters,

our author, in order to fhew the difference betwixt thofe of

his perfualion and this other feci:, wrote a very feniible and
inflruclive work [f]. In 1676, his famous Apology for the

Quakers was published in latin at Amilerdam, 410; His Thefes
theologicce, which are the foundation of this work, had been
publifhed fome time before. He tranflated his Apology into

englifh, and publifhed it in 1678 [g]. This work is addreifed

to Charles II. and the manner in which he exprelTes himfelf to

his majefly is very remarkable. Amongfl many other extraor-

dinary paffages, we meet with the following :
" There is no king

in the world, who can fo experimentally teftify of God's provi-

dence and goodnefs ; neither is there any who rules fo many free

people, fo many true chriilians ; which thing renders thy go-

vernment more honourable, thyfelf more coniiderable, than the

acceffion of many nations filled with flavifh and fuperltitious

fouls. Thou hall tailed of profperity and adverfity ; thou

[d] See his Works, p. 105, 106.

^e] The title thereof is as follows :

A catechifm and confeliion of faith, ap-

proved ot and agreed unto by the general

affembly of the patriarchs, prophets, and

apoltles, Chrift himfelf chief fpeaker in

and among them ; which containeth a true

and faithful account of the principles and

doctrines which are moil furely believed

by the churches of Chrift in Great Britain

and Ireland, who are reproachfully called

by the name of Quakers, yet are lound in

true faith with the primitive church and
faints, as is molt clearly demonftrated by
fome plain fcriptUre teftimonies (without

confequences and commentaries) which are

here collected and infened by way ot an-

fwer to a few weighty, yet eafy and fami-

liar queftions, fitted as well for the wifeft

and largeft, as for the weakeft and loweft

capacities ; to which is added an expostu-

lation, with an appeal to all other pro-

fefibrs, bv R. B. a fervant of the church of

Chrift.

[f] This work is intituled, The Anar-
chy of the Ranteis and other libertines, the

hierarchy of the tomanilts, and other pre-

fended churches, equally refuted and re-

Vox. 11.

futed, in a twofold apology for the church

and people of God, called in derifion

Quakers.; wherein they are vindicated from
thofe who accufe them of diforder and con-

fulion on the one hand, and from fuch as

calumniate them with tyranny and impo-
fition on the other; fhewing, that as the

true and pure principles of the gcfpel are

reltored by their teltimouy, fo is alfo the

ancient apoftolic order of the church of
Chrilt re-eftablifned among them, and fet-

tled upon its right bafis and foundation.

[o] The title in the enghfh edition

runs thus : An apology for the true chrif-

tian divinity as the fame is held foith and
preached by the people called in fcora

Quakers ; being a full explanation and vin-

dication for their principles and doctrines,

by many arguments deduced from fcripture

and right reafon, and the teftimonies of

famous authors both ancient and modern,
with a full anfwer to the ltrongelt ob-

jections ufually made againft them; pre-

fented to the kii.g : written and publifhed

in latin for the information of itrangers, by
Robert Barclay ; and now put into our
own language for the benefit of his coun-
tryme;),

G knoweft
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knoweft what it is to be banimed thy native country, to be over-

ruled as well as to rule and fit upon the throne ; and being op-
reffed, thou haft reafon to know how hateful the oppreffpr is

oth to God and man : if, after all thofe warnings and adver-
tifements, thou doft not turn unto the Lord with all thy heart,

but forget him who remembered thee in thy diflrefs, and give up
thyfelf to follow lull and vanity, furely, great will be thy con-
demnation." Thefe pieces of his, though they greatly raifed

his reputation amongft perfons of fenfe and learning, yet they
brought him into various difputes, and one particularly with
fome confiderable members of the univerfity of Aberdeen •, an
account of which was afterwards publifhed [h]. In 1677, he
wrote a large treatife on univerfal love [1]. Nor were his ta-

lents entirely confined to this abfr.ra£lcd kind of writing, as ap-
pears from his letter to the public minifters of Nimeguen [kj.
In 1679, a treatife of his was publifhed in anfwer to John
Brown : he wrote alfo the fame year a vindication of his Anar-
chy of the Ranters. His laft tract was publilhed in j686, and
intituled, " The poffibility and neceffity of the inward and im-
mediate revelation of the fpirit of God towards the foundation
and ground of true faith, proved in a letter written in latin to a

perfon of quality in Holland, and now alfo put into englifh." He
did great fervice to his feci: by his writings over all Europe. He
travelled alfo with the famous Mr. Penn through the greatell

part of England, Holland, and Germany, and was every where
received with great refpect. When he returned to his native

[h] It was printed under the following foundation, being a ferious enquiry how far

title : A true and faithful account of the charity may and »ught to extend toward*

moft material paffages of a difpute between perfons of different judgments in mauers
fome ftudents n» divinity (To railed) oi the of religion; and whofe principles, amonglt
univerfity of Aberdeen, and the people (he feveral fedts of christians, do molt un-

called quakers, held in Aberdeen in Scot- turally lead to that due moderation re-

land, in Alexander Harper his clofe (or quired ; writ in the fpirit of love and
yard) before fome hundred of witneffes, meeknefs, for the removing of itumbling-

upon the 14th day of the feeond month, blocks out of the way of the Simple, by a

called April, 16 75, there being John Lefly, lever of the fouls of all men, R. B.

Alexander Sherreff, and Paul Gellie maf- £k] The congrefs at Nimeguen began in.

ter of arts, opponents; and defendants upon 1675. The plenipotentiaries appointed by

the quakers' part, Robert Barclay and king Charles were fir William Temple and

George Keith : prcefes for moderating the fir Leoline Jenkins; ail the ambalftdori

meeting, chofen bv them, Andrew Thomp- prcfent were looked upon as the ablest

fon advocate j and by the quakers, Alex- ftatefmen of their age : to them Mr. Bar-

ander Skein, fome time a magistrate of the clay addrelTes his epiftle in thefe words :

city; publilhed for preventing r.iifieports "To the amhaSTadors and deputies of the

by Alexander Skein, John Skein, Alexan- chriftian princes and States met at Nime-
der Harper, Thomas Merfer, and John guen, to eonfult the peace of chriltendom,

Cowi-;; to which is adJed, Robert Barclay's R. B. a ferv itof Jefus Christ, andhearty

offer to the preachers of A.berdee.n, renewed well wifher to the chriftian world, wilhes

and reinforced. increafe - ; ace and peace, and the fpirit

[1] This treatife was written in the be- offou id judgment, with hearts inclined and

ginning o\ r677, and publifhed foon after, wi!i,;,g to receive and obey the counfel of

under the following title: Univerfal love God."
considered and eftublifhed upon its right

country,
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country, lie fpent the remainder of his life in a quiet and retired

manner. He died at his own houfe at Ury, on the 3d of October

1690, in the 42d year of his age.

BAUD, the furaarae of an author whofe proper appellative

•was Mohammed ben Yezid. He wrote on the Aarab al koran,

i. e. on die pronunciation of the vowels of the text of the koran.

This author bears the title of Nahui, which llgnifies Gram-
marian.

BARDESANES, a native of EdefTa, a. city in Syria, in the

country of Mefopotamia. He is held up to us as a man of very

acute genius, and acquired a mining reputation by his numerous
writings. He fir ft followed the doctrine of Valentine, and af-

terwards retracted from it. He gave rife to a confiderable feet

•known in the ecclefiaftical world by the name of the Bardefa-

nifts. Flouriflied, according to Dufrefnoy, A. D. 165 ; accord-

ing to Tillemont, 172 ; and according to Echard, 173.

BARDHADI, or Barzadi, furname of Mohammed, author

of a commentary on the book of Aigi intituled A dab, which is

a moral rreatife.

BAIIDIN (Peter), born at Rouen, a member of the french

academy, was drowned in 1637, in endeavouring to fave M.
d'Humieres, his pupil. Chapelain, in an epitaph made by order

©f the academy, fays, that the virtues ivere ctroKVTted ivllh him.

Let us hope that this account is rather premature. Bardin left

behind him feveral works, written in a negligent and even flo-

venly llyle. The principal of them are, 1. Le Grand Chara-
frellan de France, 1623, in folio. 2. Penfees morales fur l'Ec-

clefiafte, 1629, Cvo. 3. Le Lycee, ou De l'honnete-homme,
2 vols. Svo.

BARETTT (Joseph), was born at Turin [1.] about the year

7710 [m . His father was an architect under don Philip Invara,

the famous Sicilian, who left many fpecimens of his abilities in

and about Turin [n]. From tins parent he appears to have re-

ceived a good education, and had fome little property left him,
which he tells us himfelf he gamed away at faro •, by which
means he was forced to have recourfe to his wits, and thus

turned author in fpiteofhis teeth, as he phrafes it, to keep them
going [o]. To the early part of his life we are ftrangers, ex^

eept that we learn from himfelf, that he had been employed two
years at Cuneo aififting at the fortifications there, but left the

place a few days before the fiege of it by the combined powers
of France and Spain commenced [ p]. This happened in the

year 1744. What became of him after this period we are not

[l] Atifwsr R> Sh.irp, vol. ii. p. T25. [n] Travel*, vol. ii. p. 272.
[m] In the year 1.7:86 he fpeaks of him- [o] Tolondren, p. 2©i.

fell" as then on the brink of feventy. To- [p] Travels, vol. ii. p. 151.
lo«dron

; p. 96.

C 2 informed,
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informed, except that in 1748 he was at Venice a teacher of
italian to englifh gentlemen. From circumftances fcattered

through his works, we can collect that he had travelled much

;

had experienced fome viciffitudes of fortune ; had encountered

feveral difficulties ; and at length, with little money in his poc-

ket, with a very imperfect knowledge of the englifh tongue, and
without any recommendations, he bent his courfe towards Eng-
land, where he arrived in the year 1750, and where he con-

tinued to refide (with a ihort interval) during the reft of his

life.

A facility to acquire languages he poffeffed in a very extraor-

dinary degree, and his perleverance was not inferior to his na-

tural genius. With thefe advantages he foon overcame thofe

difficulties which Hand in the way of a foreigner on his arrival

in England In a fhort time he was fufficiently mafter of the

englifh language to be enabled to write in it; and in 1753 pub-

liftied, what we apprehend to have been his firft performance,

a defence of the poetry of his native country againft the

cenfures of Voltaire, who had treated it with too great con-

tempt. About the fame time accident brought him acquainted

with a perfon who was the means of introducing him to the no-

tice of Dr. Johnfon, who to the end of his life regarded him
with great eiteem. The origin of this intimacy has been fre-

quently mentioned by Mr. Baretti to have happened in the fol-

lowing manner : Mrs. Lennox, the authorefs of " The Female
Quixote," having an intention to publifh a tranflation of the

novels from whence Shakefpeare had taken fome of his plays,

wifhed to acquire a fufficient knowledge of the italian language

to enable her to execute the work with fome degree of credit.

To accomplifh this point Mr. Lennox, her hufband, went to the

Orange coffee houfe to learn whether any foreigner was defirous

of improving himfeif in the englifh language, and by that means
receive the fame advantage as he fhould communicate. Mr. Ba-

Tetti happened to be prefent when the enquiry was made, and
eagerly accepted the offer. After fome time he was introduced

to Dr. Johnfon. An intimacy commenced between them, which
appears to have continued until nearly the end of Dr. Johnfon's

life.

From the time of Mr. Baretti's arrival in England he fubfifted

by teaching the italian language, and by his writings. Through
the means of Dr. Johnfon he was introduced to the family of

Mr. Thrale, in which lie palled much of his time ; and his em-
ployment of teacher, added to fome agreeable and fome ufeful

qualities, gave him accefs to the houfes of other perfons of dis-

tinction. As he poffeffed nothing but what his induftry enabled

him to obtain, he Was under the neceffity of exerting himfeif,

and his efforts were not unfucceisful. What his avocations pro-

cured
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eured him his ccconomy rendered fufficient ; and he was never

charged with meannefs or fervility. By his writings he cer-

tainly procured both money and reputation, though he appears

to have fet but little value on his literary performances. Very
late in life he faid, " Whatever I have written in the long courfe

of my life was all done out of neceifity rather than choice."—
Again :

" As want was inceflantly pufhing and pufhing at my
back, whatever I fcribbled was always done in a mod con-
founded hurry ; and it is a miracle greater, 1 think, than St. An-
thony ever performed, howl came to get bread and cheefe, and
now and then a beef-fteak, by my ill-chopt performances. Con-
fcious of the numberlefs and fupreme faults and imperfections

of all my poor doings that way, I wifh now, and to my forrow
I wifh it in vain, that every page I have fent to the prefs in Italy

or in England were at the bottom of the fea."— ** After this de-

claration, drawn from the very core of my heart, I give you moft
ample leave to maffacre all my literary offspring [qJ.''

Mr. Baretti, it is faid, received his firft encouragement to come
to England from lord Charlemont, to whom he became known
in Italy, and to whom he afterwards dedicated his Account of

the manners and cuiloms of his native country. " Upon your
arrival in Italy feveral years ago," he fays, addrefTing himfelf to

this nobleman, " a lucky chance brought me within the fphere

of your notice ; and from that fortunate moment a friendfhip

began on your lordfhip's fide, that has never fuffered any abate-

ment ; and an attachment on mine, which will never ceafe as

long as I have life." During his ltay in London, he met with
jnuch kindnefs from its inhabitants. To moft of the firft

perfons both for rank and literature he procured himfelf to be
introduced, with many he lived on terms of friendfhip, and with
fome he was permitted to make a part of their family during

their feafons o( retirement. At length he refolved on his return

to Italy, and accordingly left London on the 13th of Auguft
1760. In his firft letter to his brothers, he thus fpeaks of the

kingdom he was about to leave. " Now therefore, England,

farewell ! I quit thee with lefs regret, becaufe I am returning to

my native country, after a very long abfence, Gonfidering the

ihortnefs of life. Yet I cannot leave thee without tears. May
heaven guard and profper thee, thou illuftrious mother of polite

men and virtuous women ! Thou great mart of literature! thou
nurfery of invincible foldiers, of bold navigators and ingenious

artifts, farewell, farewell ! I have now forgotten all the crofles

and anxieties I have undergone in thy regions for the fpace of

ten years; but never will I forget thofe many amongft thy fons

who have affifted me in my wants, encouraged me in my diffi-

1^.3 Toiondron, p. zco.

G 3 culties,
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culties, comforted me in my adverfities, and imparted to me the*

light of their knowledge in the dark and intricate mazes ol life ?

Farewell, imperial England, farewell, farewell !"

His journey home was taken through Portugal and Spain.

Previous to his fetting out, he was recommended by Dr. Johnfon

to write a daily account of the events that might happen, and

with all pollible minutenefs, and by him were pointed out the

topics which would moil intereft and molt delight in a future

publication. To thofe who have read the narrative which he

afterwards gave the world, it will be unnecefiary to applaud Dr.

Johnfon's fuggefliom It mull be admitted to be one of the mod
entertaining journals which the public had then received, con-

taining a defcription of places then little known, and placing the

character of the writer (as far as any dependence can be had on

an author's character, as drawn from his writings) in a very

amiable point of view. During the progrefs of his tour, good

fenfe and good humour, a playfulnefs not inconfiitent with

youth, nor yet unworthy of age, feem always to have attended

him. He arrived at Genoa on the lBth of November.

He had been fettled but a fhort time in Italy, before he pro-

jected a periodical paper which was publilhed in Venice under

the title of Fruita Literaria, written in the name and character

of an old, ill-natured, and ferocious foldier, who was fuppofed to

have quitted his native country when fcarcely fifteen years old,

and to have returned home no lefs than fifty years after his de-

parture. In this the fatire was very pointed and fevere, and the

publication had great fuccefs. One who appears to have known
him afferts, that it brought him in a coniiderable profit, but

raifed fuch a flame in Venice, as to make his flay in that country

at leafl difagreeable if not dangerous. After fix years abfence

he returned to England, and almofl immediately dipped his pen

in a controverfy with Mr. Sharp, who had juli then publifhed

" Letters from Italy, defcribing the cuftoms and manners of

that country in the years 1765 and 1766." Mr. Sharp's repre-

sentation was certainly extravagant, and perhaps taken on too

flight grounds. It excited Mr. Baretti's refentment, and it is

well known that he feldom expreffed himfelf in gentle terms

when he felt himfelf entitled to fhew his anger.

To Mr. Baretti's Defence of his country Mr. Sharp publifhed

a reply, and from the writings of his opponent endeavoured to

juflify the fidelity of his reprefentation. This produced a re-

joinder from Mr. Baretti, which concluded the controverfy. If

the picture drawn by Mr. Sharp was extravagant in fome parti-

culars, it certainly did not arife from a defign to mifreprefent.

Ill health, which prevented him from viewing the fcenes he de-

fcribed, and fome mifreprefentation from interefled people, feem

to have contributed to the miftakes into which he was led in his

account
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account of Italy. The difpute was productive of this confe-

rence ; it deftroyed the reputation of Mr. Sharp's work, which
fince that time has been totally neglected.

After Mr. Baretri's return to England he made feveral ex-

curfions abroad. He particularly attended Dr. Johnfon and the

Thrale family to Paris; and in February 1769 he made a fe-

cond tour through pare of Spain [rJ, from whence he had but

juft returned, when an accident happened which hazarded his life

at the time, and probably diminifhed, in the event, fome of the efti-

mation in which, until then, he had been held amongit his friends.

On the 6th of October, returning from the Orange coffee-houfe

between fix and feven o'clock, and going haftily up the Hay-
market, he was accoited by a woman, who behaving with great

indecencv, he was provoked to give her a blow on the hand (as

he declared) accompanied with fome angry words. This occa-

iioned a retort from her, in which feveral opprobrious terms were
ufed towards him ; and three men, who appeared to be con-

nected with the woman, immediately interfering, and endea-

vouring to pufh him from the pavement, with a view to throw
him into a puddle, in order to trample on him, he was alarmed

for his fafety, and rafhly itruck one of them with a knife. He
was then purfued by them all, and another of them collaring

him, he again (truck the affailant, Evan Morgan, with his knife

feveral times-, and gave him fome wounds, of which he died in

the Middlefex hofpital the next day. Mr. Baretti was immedi-
ately taken into cultody, and at the enfuing feffions tried at the

Old Bailey. He refufed to accept the privilege of having a jury

of half foreigners. The evidence againft him were the woman,
the two men, the cmftable, a patient in Middlefex. hofpital, and
the furgeon. When called upon for his defence, he read a pa-

per which contained a narrative of the unfortunate tranfacticn,

with the reafons which obliged him to act with fo much violence.
* c This, my lord, and gentlemen of the jury," he concluded, " is

the belt account I can give of my unfortunate accident-, ior what
is done in two or three minutes, in fear and terror, is not to be

minutely defcribed, and the court and jury are to judge. I hope
your lordfhip, and every perfon prefent, will think that a man of

my age, character, and way of life, would not fpontaneoufly quit

my pen to engage in an outrageous tumult. I hope it will eafily

be conceived, that a man almolt blind could not but be feized

with terror on fuch a fudden attack as this. I hope it will be

feen, that my knife was neither a weapon of offence or defence :

I wear it to carve fruit and fweet-meats, and not to kill my fel-

low-creatures. It is a general cuitom in France not to put

knives upon the table, fo that even ladies wear them in their

[u] Travels, vol. iv. p. 199..

G 4 pockets



n BARETTI.
pockets for general ufe. I have continued to wear it after my
return, becaufe I have found it occafionally convenient. Little

did I think fuch an event would ever have happened : let this

trial turn out as favourable as my innocence may deferve, Hill

my regret will endure as long as life fhall laft. A man who has

lived full fifty years, and fpent moft of that time in a fludious

manner, I hope, will not be fuppofed to have voluntarily engaged

in fo defperate an affair. I beg leave, my lord and gentlemen,

to add one thing more. Equally confident of my own inno-

cence, and englifh discernment to trace out truth, I refolved

to wave the privilege granted to foreigners by the laws of this

kingdom : nor was my motive a compliment to this nation j my
motive was my life and honour; that it (hould not be thought I re-

ceived undeferved favour from a jury, part my own countrymen.

I chofe to be tried by a jury of this country, for, if my honour is

not faved, I cannot much wifh for the prefervation of my life,

I will wait for the determination of this awful court with that

confidence, I hope, which innocence has a right to obtain. So
Cod blefs you all [s]."

In his defence he had the teflimony of feveral perfons ; of

two of his friends to the effects of the attack on him
i
of an acci-

dental paffenger to the affault •, of juftice Kelynge and major
Alderton to the frequency of fuch kind of practices on the fpot

where he was attacked ; of Mr. Bcauclerk, fir Jofliua Reynolds,

Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, Dr.
Goldfm'th, and Dr. Hallifax, to the quietnefs of his general cha-

racter. Thefe, added to the bad reputation of his profecutors,

impreffed the court much in his favour. He was acquitted

of the murder, and of the maniiaughter ; the verdict was felf-

defence.

After this unfortunate tranfaction he again fat down to his

ftudies, ;md in 1770 publifhed his Travels, for which, it is faid,

he received 500I. He procured the MSS. of the Hiftory of Friar

Gerund, which he caufed to be tranflated; and he fuperintended

a magnificent edition of Machiavel's works. For fome years he
was domeilicated at Mr. Thrale's houfe, and lived on terms of

friendfhip with that family.

In 1779 ne niade an effort to improve his fortune, by uniting

with Plu'.idor in producuio; to the public the Carmen Seculare of

Horace, fet to mafic. This plan was patronized by Dr Johnfon,
but met with no fuccefs. On the eilabliihment of the Royal

[s] It i? fuppefed Mr. Raretti was af- gentlemen. " The public," faid Paretti

f.ftsd in drawing up his defence by Dr. vauntingly, " knew I had a »/«</; it be-

Tohnfon and Mr. Murphy. We have heard came neceJTary I fhould exert myfelf for

it ..irl. tli at a fhort time after the trial he my reputation, and therefore I drew up
claimed it however as his own, at Mr. mydeience late the night preceding my
rjirale'i table, in the hearing of both thefe uul."

Academy
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Academy he was appointed foreign fecretary, a poft of more ho-

nour than profit. He was, however, more fuccefsful in the ap-

plication of one of his friends for a penfion, during lord North's

adminiftration. He obtained the fum of fourfcore pounds a year

from government, which, though infufficient for independence,

relieved him from the apprehenfions of want. It ought to be

mentioned to the honour of one of his pupils, Mrs. Middleton,

that he received from her a prefent which opportunely relieved

him from fome difficulties.

With the indolence which fometimes accompanies old age, he
became negligent, inattentive to the ftate ot his finances, fpent

the principal of his 500I. and, at the conclufion of his life,

felt himfelf fcarce out of the gripe of poverty. His penfion, from
circumltances of public embarraflment well known, was in ar-

rear, and he had received from the bookfellers, by whom he was
employed to revife his Dictionary, as much money as they con-
ceived he was entitled to expeel, confidering the ftate the work
was t^en in. An application to them for an immediate fupply

had not met with a ready acquiefcence, and the vexation occa-

fioned by his difappointment is fuppofed to have had an ill effect:

on his health. A fit of the gout enfued, which he at firft ne-

glected, and apprehended himfelf to be in no danger until the

middle of the day preceding his death, when he confented that

the vultures, as he called the medical people, might be called in.

He acknowledged his obligations to Dr. Blane who attended

him, and by whofe means he would probably have been reftored

to health, if he had continued to follow his prescriptions, as he
had before much recovered under his management, until he re-

iapfed in confequence of drinking cold water. Ice and cold

water had alone been ufed by him as medicine for a giddinefs

in his head.

He exprefTed his concern at the contempt with which he had
been accuftomed to fpeak of the faculty, as it might be preju-

dicial, he feared, to many young perfons who had heard his opi-

nions, and who might be induced by them to neglect medical

afiiftance. On the morning of his death he laid, that he had
often dreaded that day, and expected it would be a very melan-
choly one. On his barber's calling to fhave him, he defired he
would come the next day, when he fhould be better able to un-
dergo the operation. He took leave about four o'clock, with

the greateft cheerfulnefs, calmnefs, and compofure, of Dr. Vin-
cent, Mr. Milbanke, Mr. Turner, and Mrs. Collins, and exprefTed

an earned wifh to fee Mr. Cator. On their leaving the room
^ie defired the door to be (hut, that he might not be ditturbed by
the women, who would perhaps be frightened at feeing him die.

He expired about a quarter before eight, on May 5, 1789, with-

out
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out a ftruggle or a ugh, the moment after taking a glafs of wineV

He preferved his faculties to the lalt moment.
He was buried on the oth of May in the new buryi np;-ground

Marybone, followed by Dr. Vincent, fir William Chambers,
John Milbanke, efq. Mr. Wilton, and Mr. Richards.

""The peribn of Baretti," fays one who appears to have known
him, " was athletic, his countenance by no means attractive^ bis

manners apparently rough, but not unfocial ; his eye, when he

was inclined to pteafe or be pleafed, when he was corrverftng

with young people, and efpecially young women, cheerful and
engaging : he was fond of converging with them, and his con-

verfation almoft conftantly turned upon fubjects of inftruction

:

Be had the art of drawing them into correfpondence, and wifhed

hy thefe means to give them the power of expreiTion and facility

cl language, while he himfelf conveyed to them leflbns on the

conduct of life ; and the beft anfvver that can be given to all

thofe accounts which have repreiented him as a man of a brutal

and ferocious temper, is the attachment which many««f his

young friends felt while he was living, and preferve to his me-
mory now he is no more. He was not impatient of contra-

diction, unlefs where contempt was implied ; but alive in every

feeling where he thought himfelf traduced, or his conduct im-
peached. In his general intercourfe with the world he was fo-

etal, eafy, and convcrfible ; his talents were neither great nor
iplendid •, but his knowledge of mankind was extenfive, and his

acquaintance with books in all modern languages which are va-

luable, except the german, was univerfal : his conduct in every

family, where he became an inmate, was correct and irreproach-

able ; neither prying, nor inquifitive, nor intermeddling, but

affable to the inferiors, and conciliatory between the principals :

in others which he vifited only, he was neither intrulive nor un-
welcome; ever ready to accept an invitation when it was cor-

dial, and never feeking it where it was cold and affected. In

point of morals he was irreproachable ; with regard to faith, he
was rather without religion than irreligious : the fact was, poffi-

bly, that he had been difgufted with the religion of Italy before

he left it, and was too old when he came to England to take an
attachment to the purer doctrines of the proteH-ant church : but

his fcepticifm was never offenfive to thofe who had fettled princi-

ples, never held out or defended in company, never propofed to

miilead or corrupt the minds of young people. He ridiculed the

libertine publications of Voltaire, and the reveries of Rouffeau ;

he detefted the philofophy of the French pour lesfamines ile chain-*

kr<\ and though too much a philofopher (in his own opinion) to

•fubferibe to any church, he was a friend to church eitablifhmcnts.

If this was the leaft favourable part of his character, the beft was
his
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liis integrity, which was, in every period of his diftreffes, conftant

and unimpeached. His regularity in every claim was conspi-

cuous ; his wants he never made known but in the laft extre-

mity; and his laft illnefs, if it was caufed by vexation, would
doubtlefs have been prevented by the intervention of many
friends who were ready to fupply him, if his own fcruples,

ftrengthened by the hopes of receiving his due from day to day,

had not induced him to conceal his immediate diitrefs till it was
too late to amft him."

To this character, which we believe to be juft, we (hall add,

that he was charitable in the extreme ; and, like Goldfmith,

would divide the laft (hilling he pofieffed with a friend in dif-

trefs. He a!fo kept fmall money of various kinds in a pocket

by itfelf to relieve diftrefs. He was improvident enough to be

always anticipating his income, and fpent a good deal of it in

poit-chaife hire in travelling through the country. He was no
dealer in compliment. Avoiding the pradlice of it himfelf, he
would not knowingly permit it to be ufed towards him. He
would not receive money from any one, and actually refufed 61.

from his brother at a time when he was in want, though he ac-

cepted from him fome wine and macaroni. Immediately after

his death his legal representatives (for no other perfons could be

authorifed to interfere in fo extraordinary a manner) either as

executors or adminiftrators burnt everv letter in his poftefiion

without infpeclion : an inftance of gothic precipitation which
ignorance itfelf would blulli to avow, and which, with the papers

of a man of letters, may be attended with very mifchievous con-

fequences. We hope the practice is not frequent. Among
thefe letters were feveral from Dr. Johnfon, which Mr. Baretti

a few weeks only before his death had promifed to make
known to the public ; and from the value of thofe that have al-

ready been publilhed, the world may form fome judgment of

their lofs.

A lift of Mr. Earetti's works is fubjoined in a note [*t1.

BAREZI,

[t] i. A Differtation upon the Italian exhibiting the change of the tufcan lan-

poetry ; in which are interfperfed, fome guage from the barbarous ages to the pre-

remarks on Mr. Voltaire's Effay on the fent time. Svo. 17^7.

epic poets. Svo. 1753. 4. A Dictionary of the englifh 2nd ita-

2. An Introduction to the italian Ian- Lian languages } improved and augmented
guage; containing fpecimens both of prole with above ten thoufand words omitted in

and verfe. Selected trom Francifco Redi, the ialt edition of Altieri. To which is

Galileo Galilei, &c. &c. &c. With a li- added, an italian and euglifh grammar,
teral tranflation and grammatical notes, for 2 vols. 4to. 1760.

the ufe of thofe who being already ac- 5. A Grammar of the italian language;

quainted with grammar attempt to learn it with a copious praxis of mora) fentences.

without a matter. S\o. 175=;. To which is added, an englifh grammar for

3. The Italian Library; containing an the ufe of the Italians. 8vo. 1762
account of the lives and works of the moft 6. The Frulta Literaria, publilhed in

"Valuable authors of Italy; with a preface, Italy in 1763, 1764., and 1763.

7. An
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BAREZI, the furname of Ibrahim ben Abdalrahim ben He-

batallah, native of the city of Hama, died in the year 738 of the

hegira. He is author of a book intituled, AiTas fl marefat, &c.

It is a difcourfe on thofe words that fo frequently occur in the

koran : Elaihi alnas iargiauna. It is to God that men fliall re-

turn. He alfo compofed a commentary on the fermons of ben

Nobatah. We have alfo a poem of Mohammed ben Al Barezi,

intituled, Bediah ; which is a fort of parody of the famous poem
that bears the name of Bordah, made to the praife of Mo-
hammed
BARGRAVE (Isaac), was a man of good natural parts,

which were much ftrengthened and polifhed by ftudy, converfe,

and travel. He was a fellow collegiate with Ralph Ruggle at

Clare-hall in Cambridge, and performed the part of Turcol in his

comedy of " Ignoramus," when it was acted before James I.

During his ftay at Venice he was honoured with the friendfhip

of father Paul, who told him that he believed the doclrine and

difcipline of the church of England to be the moft primitive of

any in the world. He was a true friend and zealous defender of

our civil and religious liberties, and incurred the difpleafure of

James by preaching a fermon, when he was minifter of St. Mar-
garet's, Weftmintter, again ft popery, corruption, and evil coun-

cilors. In the time of the civil war he adhered to the king from
principle and affection, having been chaplain to him before and

after his acceilion to the throne. He was firft canon and then

admitted dean of Canterbury 14th Oct.. 1625. He with his fa-

mily, particularly his wife and filler, met with cruel treatment

from that ungrateful ruffian colonel Sandys, whom he had by his

7. An Account of the manners and cuf- pieces omitted in former editions.

toms of Italy; with obfervations on the I 3. Eafy Phrafeology for the ufe of young

mjltakes of fome travellers with regard to ladies who intend to learn the colloquial

that country. 1 vols 8vo. 1768, part of the Italian language. 8vo. 1776.

8. An Appendix, in anfwii to Mr. Sharp's 14. Difcours fur Shakefpcare et fur

Reply. 8vo. 1769. Monl". de Voltaire. 8vo. 1777.

9. A Journey from London to Genoa, 15. Scelta di Lettere familiar! ; or, a

through England, Portugal, Spain, and feledion of familiar letters, for the ufe of

France. 4 vols. 8vo. 1 770. Undents in the kalian tongue, avols.ismo.

10. Propofals for printing the Life of 1779.

friar Gerund. 4to. 1 77 1 . This was for 16. Carmen Seculare of Horace, as per-

printing theoriginal fpanifh. The fcheme formed at Free Mafons' Hall. 410.1779.

was abortive ; buta tranfiation by X'r. War- 17. Guide through (he Royal Academy,

ner was printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 4to. 1781 .

ir. An Introduction to the moll ufeful iS. Differtacion Epiftolar accrea unas

european languages; confining of leleft Obras de !a Real Academia Efpanola fu

paffages from the moll celebrated engliih, ?u<£ror jofeph Baretti. fecrctario por la cor-

Irench, it.ilian, and fpanifh authors ; with refpondencia eftrangera de la Real Aca-

tranflattons as clofe as pofhble, fo difpofed demia Britannica di pintura efcultura y ar«

in columns, as to give in one view the man- quitedlura. Al ft nor don Juan C****, 4fo,

ner of expreffing the fame fentence in each 19. Tolondron. Speeches to John Bowie

language 8vo. 1772. about his edition of Don Quixote : together

72. Tuttc I'opere di Machiavelli, 3 vols, with fome account of fpanifh literature,

Ato. 1772; with a, preface, and leveral Svo. 1 7
S

'5

.
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intereft faved from the gallows. Sandys was not content with

adding perfonal infult to ingratitude and cruelty ; he alfo caufed

him to be committed to the Fleet prifon, and abfurdly attempted

to blacken his character. He died as it feems of a broken heart,

in about three weeks after his commitment, in 1642, and the

56th year of his age.

BARIDAH. Ben Baridah is put in the number of thofe who
have written on the book of Ariftotle, of Interpretation, which

they call Bari Arminias.

BARINT. Ebn Al Barini, an author who wrote on the book

intituled Idhab, which is a commentary on the Introduction or

Ifagoge of Porphyry.

BARKHAM (Dr. John), a learned divine and antiquary,

born at Exeter about .572, bred at Oxford, poflefFed fucceihvely

of feveral preferments, and dying at Booking in Effex, of which

he was re£lor and dean, 1642 fu]. Though not a very diftin-

guiihed, he was yet a very accomplifhed man; an exadt. hiftorian,

a good herald, a great antiquary, and had an excellent collection

of coins and medals, which he gave to archbifhop Laud, and

which Laud gave to the univerlity of Oxford. He was concerned

in feveral works, though he never published his name[x|. The
hiftorian Speed, at the conclufion of his work, makes his ac-

knowledgments for the affiftance he had from Barkham ; whom
he ftyles " a gentleman compofed of learning, virtue, and cour-

tefy." The reigns of John and Henry II. are reckoned to be

chiefly of his writing. He had alfo the chief hand in Guillim's

Difplay of Heraldry, publifhed in 16 10, folio : nay, fome have

fancied that it was entirely his own work ; but that, thinking it

too light a production for the gravity of a divine, he gave it to the

herald, under whofe name it has paffed ever fince.

BARKI, the name of a fcheik who wrote a treatife of geo-

mancy.
BARL/EUS (Gaspardus), an excellent latin poet, born at

Antwerp, 1584, Itudied eight years at Ley den. Bertius, the

fub-principal of his college, having been appointed principal, re-

commended Barlxus to be his fucceflbr, who was accordingly

named fub-principal, and fome time after made profeffor of logic

in the univerfity of Leyden ; but he interested himfelf fo much
in the difputes of the Arminians, that he loft his profeflbrfliip

as foon as the oppofite party prevailed in the fynod of Dort. He
now applied himfelf to phyfic, and in two years took a doctor's

degree at Caen, but fcarce ever praclifed. Jn 163 1, the magis-

trates of Amfterdam having erected a feminary, offered him the

profefforihip of philofophy, which he accepted, and difcharged

with great honour. He publifhed feveral (harp controveriia^

fu] Wood's Athen. vol. ii. eol. 19. [x] Bioj. Brit. Barkham.
piece*
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pieces again ft the adVerfaries of Arminius 5 and being looked
upon as a favourer of that fe£t, many people murmured againft
the magfftrates of Amfterdam for entertaining fuch a pfofefibr.

He was continued however in his profeilbffhip till his death,

which happened in 1648. Vvre have a volume of orations oC his,

which he pronounced on different occaflorts •, they are admired
for their ftyle and wit ; hut his poetical competitions are what
chiefly raifed his reputation. His letters were publifhed after

his death in two volumes. His hifldry or relation of what paffed

in Brazil, during the government of count Maurice of Nailau,

was publiihed in 1647.

BrUlLiKUS (Lambert^, profeflor of greek in the univerfity

of Leyden. It is faid that he fpoke that language as fluently as

his mother-tongue ; a qualification which procured him, from
the Hates of the Low Countries, the ComrjuiTion to tranflate into

it the ConfeiTion of the reformed churches, in conjunction with

James Revi us. He died in 1655. ^ e ^ave °^ mni tne Timon
of Lucian, with ufeful annotations ; ami a good commentary on
the Theogony of Hefsod.

BARLAND (Adrian), native of Barland, a village of Zea-
land, profeilbr of eloquence at Louvain, died in 1542, after hav-

ing publiihed feveral works. The principal of them are: I.

Notes on Terence, on Virgil, on Pliny the younger, on Me-
nander. 2. An abridgment of Universal Hiftory, from J. C. to

1532, 8vo. 1603. 3. The Chronicle of the Dukes of Brabant,

tranflated into french, with plates, 1603, folio. 4. De litteratis

urbis Romx principibus, 4m. and other pieces.

BARLOWE (Thomas), a very learned englifh biihop, born at

Langhill in Westmoreland, 1607 [yJ. He was educated at the

frce-fchool at Appleby, and lent from thence in 1624 to Queen'*
college Oxford., where he took his degree of mailer of arts in

1633, and the fame year was chofen fellow of his college. In

1635, he was appointed metaphyhc reader in the univerfity ; and
his leclurcs being much approved, they were publifhed for the

ufe of the ftuuents. When the garrifon of Oxford furrendered

to the parliament in 1646, he fubmitted to thole in power, and
found means to preferve his fellowship

;
yet we find that he

wrote a very ludicrous account of the parliamentary vifitatibn [z].

In 1652, lie was elected head keeper of the bodleian library [a].

In 1657, he took the degree of bachelor in divinity; and the fame
year was chofen provoft of his college. After the restoration of

Charles II. he was chofen one of the commifiioners for relioring

fy J Wood's Athen. Ox. tom. ii. fitors and other bedlamites there, by com-
Tzj 'this was an anonymous pamphlet, mand ot the ear! ot'Montgomery : printed

d'fed Oxford, April 18, 164S, and inti- at Montgomery, heretofore called Oxford."
taled, " Pegafus, or the flying horfe from [a

J
Wood's Allien. Ox. tom. ii.

Oxford, bringing the proceedings of the vi-

the
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the members ejecled in 1648. In 1660, he was created doctor

in divinity, and chofen Margaret profefior of divinity ; and this

fame year he wrote " The cafe of a toleration in matters of re-

ligion, addreffed to the famous Robert Boyle, efq." In 166 1, he
was appointed archdeacon of Oxford.

As Barlowe was a perfon eminent for his (kill in the civil and
canon law, he was often applied to in cafes of confeience about

marriage
| a], it wa-s upon fuch an occafion that, in 167 1, he

wrote Mr, Cottington's cafe of divorce. Upon the death of Dr.

W. Fuller bifhop of Lincoln, which happened April 22, 1675,
he obtained a grant of that bifhopric, and the 27th of June fol-

lowing was confecrated at Ely-houfe chapel. After the popilh

plot was difcovered in Sept. r 6 7 S , he publifhed feveral pieces

agaitift the rowian catholic religion [cj. He diftinguifhed him-
ielf alio for his zeal again it popery in the houfe of lords. When
the examination relating to the plot was going on, a bill was
brought into the houfe of commons, requiring all members, and
all fuch as might come into the king's court or pretence, to take

a teft againft popery. In this, tranfubftantiation was renounced,
and the worihip or the virgin Mary and the faints, as pra£Hfed
in the church of Rome, was declared idolatrous [d]. It paiTed

in the houfe of commons without any difficulty; but in the houfe
of lords, Dr. Peter Gunning bifhop of Ely maintained that the

church of Rome was not idolatrous. He was anfwered by bif

Chop Barlowe. Mr. Wood charges him on this occafion with

inconfiitency in his conduct, and tells us, that though he had
before been a feeming friend to the papifts, he became then a

bitter enemy to them and the duke of York \ but that when the

duke was proclaimed king, he took all opportunities of expreifmg

his affection towards him. However that be, after the revo-

lution he was one of thofe who voted that the king had abdicated

his kingdoms, and was very keen for excluding from their bene-

fices thofe of the clergy who refufed the oaL s.

[b] See his Genuine Remains, p. ?'r. an J kings, provincial and general councils,

[cj The principal, are as follow : approved by the church ot Rome. 16S2,
x. The gun-powder tre.ifon, with a dif- 4to. 4. Directions to a young divine for

I the manner of its difcovery, and his ftudy of divinity and choice of books.

a perfedr. relation ot Che-proceedings againft $. The rights of the bifhops to judge in

thofe horrid confpiratars : now reprinted, capital cafes in parliament cleared, &c.

with a preface bv Thomas lord bilhop of 168:'. 6. After his deceafe, fir Peter Pett

Lincoln ; and, by way of appendix, feveral publifhed, in 16 ,?., Several mifcellaneous

p rsdr letters offir Everard Digby, never and weighty cafes of confeience, learnedly

before printed. 1679. %\o. 2. Brutum and judieioufiy refolved : and, in 1693,

fulmen, or the bull of pops Pius Sixrtis 7. Genuine Remains, containing diverfe

concerning the damnaiion, excommuni- difeourfes theological, philofophical, hifto-

cation, and depofition of queen Elizabeth; rical, &c. in letters to feveral perfons of

with fome obl'ervatious and animadverfi'His honour and quality, lioth by him, and in,

upm» it. i6Si. 4to. 3. A difcourfe con- 8vo.

xerning the laws ecclefuftical and civil [d] Burnet's Hift. of his own Tirr.es,

JnaJe againft heretics, by popes, emperors, vol. i. p. 435.

5 Bilhop
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Bifliop Barlowe was fomewhat particular in regard to feme of

his notions, being entirely addicted to the ariflotelian philofophy,

and a declared enemy to the improvements made by the Royal

Society, and to what he called in general the new philofophy i

he was likewife a rigid calvinift ; and his great attachment td

Calvin's doctrine engaged him in a public oppofition to fome of

Mr. Bull's works [eJ. He died at Buckden in Huntingdonfhire*

October 8, 1691, in the 85th year of his age; and was buried

the 1 ith of the faid month, on the north fide of the chancel be-

longing to that church. He bequeathed to the bodleian library

all fuch books of his own as were not in that noble collection at

the time of his death; and the remainder he gave to Queen's

college in Oxford: whereupon the fociety erected, in 1694, a

noble pile of building, on the weft fide of their college, to re-

ceive them. All his manufcrirts, of his own compolition, he
left to his two domeftic chaplains^ William Offley and Henry
Brougham, prebendaries of Lincoln.

BARLOWE (William), fon of William Barlowe bifhop of

St. David's, born in Pembrokefhire. In 1 560, he was admitted

at Baliol college Oxford, and four years after took a degree in

arts [f]. In 1573, having taken orders, he was made pre-

bendary of Wincheiter. In 1588, he was made prebendary

of Lichfield ; but he quitted it for the place of treafurer in

the fame church, in 15H9. Pie afterwards became chaplain

to prince Henry, and at length archdeacon of Salifbury, 1614.

He is remarkable for having been the firft that wrote on the

nature and properties of the loadftcne, twenty years before Gil-

bert publiflied his book on that fubject. He was the firft that

made the inclinatory inftrument tranfparent, and to be ufed

hanging, with a glafs on both fides. Moreover, he fufpended it

in a compafs-box, where, with two ounces weight, it was made
fit for ufe at fea. It was he likewife who found out the difference

between iron and fteel, and their tempers for magnetical ufes.

He alfo difcovered the right way of touching magnetical needles ;

and of piercing and cementing of loadftones : finally, he was the

firft that fhewed the reafons why a loadftone,beingdouble-capped,.

muft take up fo great a weight. He wrote fome trcatifes on thefe

fubjects [g]. He died in 1625.

BARNARD (Theodore), or BernaRdi, a native of Am-
fterdam, ftudied under various matters, particularly/fitran. lley
as Vertue thought, painted the pictures of the kings and bi-

ihops in the cathedral of Chicheiter. There is a family fuppofed

[e] Genuine Remains, p. 15 1. tifement, or elir.-rs pertinent obfervationj

[f] Wood'b Athen. Ox. and experimentsconcerningtl

[u] They are as follow : i. The na- properties cftb^ loadltone, Sec i6l'6» 4*0.

vigaior's fupp'y, containing many tilings of 3. A brief difcovery of the idle naimact-

prineipal importance belonging to navi- verfion bfMatk Ridley, upon his Magne-

^ation- 15975 4to. :. Magnetical adVw- tical aJvcitifeiwent. 1618, 4to.-

to-
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to be defcended from him, flill remaining in the neighbourhood

of that city [h].

BARNARD (John), author of the undermentioned boohs [1],

was the fon of Mr. John Barnard, of Cavcor, a market town in

Lincolnmire. He had his education in the gram mar-fchool of

that place ; from whence he was fent to Cambridge, where he

became a penlioner of Queen's college. From thence, journey-

ing to Oxford to obtain preferment from the vifirors appointed

by act of parliament, he there took the degree of B. A. April 15,

1648 ; and on Sept. 29 following, was, by order of the faid vi-

ctors, made fellow of Lincoln college. Feb. 20, 1650, he took

the degree of M. A. At length, having married the daughter of

Dr. Peter Heylyn, then living at Abingdon, he became rector of

Waddington, near Lincoln ; the perpetual advowfon of which

he purchafed, and held it for fome time, together with the fine-

cure of Gedney in the fame county. After the reiteration he

conformed, and was made prebendary of Afgarby in the church

of Lincoln. July 6, 1669, he took the degree of B. D. and the

fame year was created D. D. being thert in good rep ite for his

learning and orthodoxy. He died at Newark, on a journey to

Spa, Aug. 17, 1683, and was buried in his own church of Wad-
dington.

BARNARD (Sir John). His firft appearance on the public

ftage, on which he afterwards made fuch a diftinguifhed figure,

was in the year 1722, when he was chofen one of the repre-

fentatives in parliament for the city of London 5 a truft which
he continued to enjoy during the lix fucceeding parliaments j and
which he always difcharged with equal integrity and ability. In

1725, he received the thanks of the common council, for op-

pofing a bill introducing a change in the method of conducting

elections in the city of London. In 1727, he was chofen alder-

man of Dowgate Ward ; and the next year prepared and pre-

fented to the commons a bill for the better regulation and go-

vernment of feamen in the merchant fervice.

In 1730, the court of Vienna having begun a negotiation in

England for a loan of 400,000 pounds, a bill was propofed and

enacted, prohibiting all his majefty's fubjects from lending any

fum of money to any foreign prince whatever, without licence

[h] See Anecdotes of Painting, i. 109, Weftminfter. Lond. 16S ;, 8vo. Thisvras

ail edit. Grainger. publifhcd, as the author pretends, to cor-

[lj 1. Ceniura Clerior, againft fcan- reft the errors,- fupply the defefts. and con-

dalous rr.ini!lers,notfit to be reftored to the fute thecalummesof George Vernon, A. NT.

church's livings, in pointof prudence, piety, reclor of Bourton on the Water in Glcucef-

andfame. Lond. 1660, in three fheets, 4to. terfhire, who had publifhed a life of Dr.

His name is not prefixed to th:s piece. Heylyn. 3. An anfwer to Mr. Baxter's

2. Theologo-hiltoricus, or the true life of falfe accufation of Mr. Heylyn. 4. A ca«

the movt reverend divine and excellent hif- techifm. for the ufe of his parifh.

torian Peter Heylyn, D. D. fub-dean of

Vol. II. H. obta'ned
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obtained from his majefty, under his privy feal, or fome greater

authority. Violent oppofition was made to this bill ^ by a great

number of members ; among whom Mr. John Barnard (for the

dignity of knighthood he obtained afterwards by his own merit)

made no inconfiderable figure. He obferved, that if the bill

mould pafs in its prefent form, It would, in his opinion, open a

channel for the Dutch to carry on a very lucrative branch of

bufinefs to the prejudice of England : that the bill ought abfo-

lutely to name the emperor as the power prohibited to borrow ;

for that, otherwife, all the other frates of Europe would think

themfelves equally affected by this act, which would give it the

air as if England was at war with all the world : that he was by

no means for making the exchequer a court of inquifition ; he

conceived it to be equally odious and unconftitutional, that

fubjects ihould be obliged to accufe themfelves, and thereby in-

cur the molt fevere penalties [k] ; he knew, indeed, there were

fuch precedents already, but that was fo much the worfe
;
prece-

dents could not alter the nature of things 5 and he thought the

liberties of his country of more confequence' than any precedents

whatever.

In the debate upon the famous excife feheme, projected by
fir Robert Walpole in f 7 :

V, fir John fihewed himfclf not more
zealous for the trade of hi: country, than for the honour of thofe

bv whom it was principally conducted. While this affair was
depending in parliament, the merchants of London, having been

convened by circular letters, repaired to the lobby of the hcufe

of commons, in order to folicit their friends to vote againft the

bill. Sir Robert Walpole, piqued at the importunity of thefe

gentlemen, threw out fome reflections again!! the conduct of

thofe whom he fuppofed to have been the means of bringing

them thither ; and at the fame time infmuated, that the mer-

chants themfelves could be confidered in no other light than that

of sturdy beggars. This expreilion was highly refented by all

thofe in the oppofition, and particularly by fir John Barnard, who
made the following anfwer :

<c I know," faid he, " of no irre-

gular or unfair methods, that were uied to call people from the

city to your door. It is certain that any fet of gentlemen or

merchants may lawfully defire their friends: they may even

write letters, and they may fend thofe letters by whom they

pleafe, to defire the merchants of figure and character, to come
down to the court of requefts and to our lobby, in order to folHclt

their friends and acquaintance againft any feheme or project,

which they may think prejudicial to them. This is the un-

doubted tight of the fubject, and what has been always practifed

[k] Thisrelated to a claufe in the a£t, of exchequer, to extort difcovery byexaft-

rhe attorney-general fhould ing an oathof fuTpe&fcd periods.

in the court

upon
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upon all occafions. The honourable gentleman talks of sturdy-

beggars : I do not know what fort of people may now be at

the door, becaufe 1 have not lately been out of the houfe ; but

I believe they are the fame fort of people that were there, when
I came lad into the houfe •, and then, I can allure you, I faw

none but fuch as deferve the name of sturdy beggars as little

as the honourable gentleman himfelf, or any gentleman whatever.

]t is well known, that the city of London was fufficiently ap-

prifed of what was this day to come before us : where they got

their information, I know not ; but I am very certain, that they

had a right notion of die fcheme, which has been now opened to

us ; and they were fo generally and zealoufly bent againil it,

that, whatever methods may have been ufed to call them hither^

I am fure it would have been impoffible to find any legal me-

thods to prevent their coming hither." In a word, be made fo

ftrenuous an oppofition to this unpopular and unconftitutional

fcheme, that, in conjunction with other members, he obliged the

miniftry entirely to lay it afide.

In 1735J he moved for leave to bring in a bill to limit the

number of play-houfes, and reftrain the licentloufn°fs of players,

which was now increafed to an amazing degree ; and though

the bill mifcarried at that time, it was yet, about two years after,

enacted into a law, which ilill continues in force. In 1736, he

fervedjwith his brother-in-law, fir Robert Godfchall, lent, alder-

man of Bifhopfgate Ward, the office of fheriff of the city of

London and county of Middlefex. In 1737, he formed a fcheme

for reducing the intereft on the national debt ; a project which,

though it did not at that time fucceed, was, neverthelefs, after-

wards carried into execution, to the great emolument of the

trading part of the nation. In 173S, he ferved the high office of

lord-mayor of London ; and during his mayoralty had the mif-

fortuue to lofe his lady, who was buried in a very grand manner
at Claphatn church. Upon the death of .fir John Thorhfon, knt.

in 17491, he removed purfuant to an act of common-council, and

took upon him the office of alderman of Bridge-ward-without,

and then became in name, as he might already be considered in

reality, the father of the city 5 and in July 1750, to the inex-

preffible regret of his brother aldermen, and of all his fellow-ci-

tizens, he refigned his gowri.

The fame year, upon the motion of fir Robert Ladbroke, then

father of the city, the thanks of the court of aldermen were given

to fir John Barnard, and exprelfed in the fo.lcwing terms :
" It

is unanimoufly agreed and ordered, that the thanks of this court

be given to fir John Barnard, knt. late one of the aldermen, and

father of this city, for his conftant attendance and falutary coun-

sels in this court; his wife, vigilant, and impartial adminiltration

of juftice; his unwearied zeal for the honour, fafety, and pro-

H 2 fperity
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fperity of his fellow-citizens *, his inviolable attachment to the

laws and liberties of his country ; and for the noble example he

has fet of a long and uninterrupted courfe of virtue in private as

well as in public life."

It was likewife unanimoufly refolved, upon the motion of John
Paterfon, efq. " That fir John Barnard, knt. fo juftly and em-
phatically ftyled the father of this city, having lately (to the

great and lading regret of this court) thought proper to refign

the office of alderman, the thanks of this court be given him, for

having fo long and faithfully devoted himfelf to the fervice of

his fellow-citizens ; for the honour and influence which this city

has, upon many occafions, derived from the dignity of his cha-

racter, and the wifdom, fteadinefs, and integrity of his conduct, 5

for his firm adherence to the conftitution both in church and

ftatt, his noble ftruggles for liberty, and his difinterefted and in-

variable purfuit of the true glory and profperity of his king and

country, uninfluenced by power, unawed by clamour, and un-

biased by the prejudice of party."

Upon his refigning the office of alderman, he retired in a

great meafurefrom public bufinefs, and continued to live chiefly

in a private manner at Clapham ; where, after having attained

to near the age of eighty, he died the 29th of Auguft 1766.

Never man was more univerfaliy efteemed while living, or more

fincerely regretted when dead.

BARNES (Juliana), was born at Roding in Effex about the

beginning of the xvth century. .She has written three treafifes in

print, befides a book of heraldry, which are fcarce. Her education

fcems to have been the very beft which that age could afford,

and her attainments in literature were fuch, that (lie is cele-

brated by Bale, Holinfhed, and others, for her uncommon learn-

ing, and likewife for her other fine accomplifnments. Thefe va-

rious qualifications rendered her every way capable and defend-

ing of the office fhe bore, viz. priorefs of Sopewcll nunnery,

which was a cell to and very near St. Alban's. She was a very

beautiful ^lady of great fpirity and loved mafculine fports, as

hunting, hawking, &c. It ought to be remarked, that her trea-

tife, Of the blafing of arms, contains only abliracts from Nicholas

Upton, who wrote four books De re militari et fattis illuftri-

bus. At the end of this englifh tranflation of thofe abftracts

by Juliana Barnes are thefe words, " Imprinted at the exempt

menaftery of St. Alban's."

If the titles of her book may be depended on. (lie was living in

i486, twenty-fix years later than the time mentioned by bifhop

Bale.

BARNES (Robert), D. D. lie was chaplain to king Henry

VUI. of England, and by him fent over to Germany to converfe

with the divines in that country concerning the legality of the

divorce
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divorce with queen Catharine of Arragon. Ke brought along

with h'vri the opinions of the divines of Wirtemburgh, which
were not at all favourable ; but ne fuppreffed the conclufion

when he fhewed it to the king. At firft he was in great favour

Math Henry ; but having profeffid the do6lrir.es of Luther, he
was committed prifoner to the Tower, and afterwards burnt

alive at a ftake, 1540, He wrote two books; the Hiftory of the

Popes, and a treatife on J unification.

BARNES (Joshua), a learned divine, profefior of the greek

language at Cambridge, born in London the 10th of Jan. 1654.

He received the firft part of his education at Chrift's Hofpital,

from whence he went to Cambridge, Dec. the 1 ith, 1671, and
was admitted a fervitor in Emanuel college [l]. He diftin-

guifhed himfelf very early by his knowledge of the greek, and
by fome poems in latin and engliih, written before he went
to the univerfity. In 1675, he publiflied at London a piece in-

tituled Gerania, or a new difcovery of the little fort of people

called pygmies. June the 7th, he was elected fellow of Ema-
nuel college ; and the year following he publiflied in 8vo. his

Poetical Paraphrafe on the hiftory of Either. In 1688, he pub-
liihed the life of king Edward III. dedicated to king James II.

In 1694, came out his edition of Euripides, dedicated to Charles

duke of Somerfet. In 1700, Mrs. Mafon of Hemmingford, near

St. Ives in Huntingdonfhire, a widow lady between forty and
fifty, with a jointure of 2ool. per annum, who had for fpme time

been a great admirer of him, came to Cambridge ; fhe defired

leave to fettle a hundred pounds a year upon him after her death

:

which he politely refufed, unlefs fhe would likewife condefcend
to make him happy with her perfon, which was not very en-

gaging. The lady was too obliging to refufe any thing to Jo-
fhua, " for whom," fhe faid, " the fun ftood frill," and foon after

married him. His Anacreon was printed at Cambridge in 1705,
and dedicated to the duke of Marlborough. In 1710, he pub-
liflied his Homer.
Mr. Barnes died Auguft 3, 17 12, aged 57, was interred at

Hemmingford, and had a monument raifed to him by his widow.
Be fides the works above mentioned, there are many others, of

fmall account indeed, which he either publifhed or defigned to

pubiiih ; a lift of which is fubjoined to the prolegomena of his

edition of Anacreon.

BARNEVELDT (John d'Olden), the celebrated d-itch

ftatefman, and one of the founders of the civil liberty of Hol-
land. His patriotic zeal inducing him to limit the authority of

Maurice prince of Orange, the fecond ftadtholder of Holland ;

the partifans of that prince falfely accufed him. of a defign to

[1.] Regifter of Fmanuel college.

II 3 deliver
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deliver his country into the hands of the fpnnifh monarch. On
this abfurd charge he was tried by twenty-fix commifTaiies, de-

puted from the feven provinces, condemned, and beheaded in

1619. His fons, William and Rene, with a view of revenging

their father's death, formed a confpiracy again ft the ufurper,

which was difcovered. William fled ; but Rene was taken and

condemned to die ; which fatal ci.cumftance has immortalized

the memory of his mother, of whom the following anecdote is

recorded. She folicited a pardon for Rene, upon which Mau-
rice expreffed his furprife that {he mould do that for her fon,

which (he had refufed for her hufband. To this remark (he

replied with indignation, c<
I would not afk a pardon for my

hufband, becaufe he was innocent. I folicit it for my fon, be-

caufe he is guilty."

BARO, or Baron (Peter), a learned divine, born at Ef-

tampes in France ; but being of the proteftant religion, was
obliged to leave his native country in order to avoid perfe-

cution [m]. He removed to England, where he was kindly re-

ceived and generoufly fupported by 5ord treafurer Burleigh, who
admitted him into his fami'y. He afterwards fettled in Cam-
bridge, upon the invitation of Dr. Pierce, mafter of Peterhoufe.

In 1574, he was chofen the lady Margaret's profeffor at Cam-
bridge, which he enjoyed for fome years very quietly ; but, on

account of fome opinions which he held, a party was at length

formed againfl him in the univerfity. At this time abfolute pre-

deftination in the calviniftical fenfe was held as the doctrine of

the church of England. The chief advocates for ft at Cam-
bridge were Dr. Whitacre, regius profeffor of divinity, Dr.

Humphry Tindal, and moft of the fenior members of the uni-

verfity [n"|. Dr. Baro had a more moderate notion of that doc-

trine : and this occafioned a content between him and Mr. Lau-

rence Chadderton, who attempted to confute him publicly in

one of his fermons. However, after fome papers had pafTed be-

tween them, the affair was dropped.

The next difpute he was engaged in, was of much longer con-

tinuance. Dr. Whitacre and Dr. Tindal were deputed by the

heads of the univerfity to archbifhop Whitgift to complain that

pelagianifm was gaining ground in the univerfity ; and, in order

to hop the pvogrefs of it, they derired confirmation of fome pro-

pofitions they had brought along with them. Thefe accordingly

were eftablifhed and approved by the archbifhop, the bifliop of

London, the bifliop elect of Bangor, and fome other divines ;

and were afterwards known by the title of the Lambeth articles.

They were immediately communicated to Dr. Baro; who, dis-

regarding them, preached a fermon before the univerfity, in

[m] Wood's Fafti Oxen. [n] Fuller's Hift. of Cambridge, p. 145.

which
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which however he did not fo much deny, as moderate thofe pro-

positions : neverthelefs his adverfaries judging of it otherwife,

tlie vice-chancellor confulted the fame day with Dr. Clayton and
Mr. Chadderton, what fhould be done. The next day he wrote
a letter to the archbifhop of Canterbury ; who returned for an-

fwer, that they fhould call Baro before them, and require a copy
of his ferrnon, or at leaft caufe him to fet down the principal

heads thereof [oj. Baro, finding what offence was taken at his

ferrnon, wrote to the archbifhop ; yet, according to his grace's

directions, was cited before Dr. Goad the vice-chancellor in the

coniiftory ; when feveral articles were exhibited againft him.

At his laft appearance the conclufion 2gainft him was, " That
whereas Baro had promifed the vice-chancellor, upon his de-

mand, a copy of his ferrnon, but his lawyers did advife him not
to deliver the fame •, the vice-chancellor did now, by virtue of

his authority, peremptorily command him to deliver him the

whole and entire ferrnon, as to the fubftance of it, in writing :

which Baro promifed he would do the next day, and did it ac-

cordingly. And laitly, he did peremptorily and by virtue of his

authority command Baro, that he fhould wholly abftain from
thofe controverfies and articles, and leave them altogether un-

touched, as well in his lectures, fermons, and determinations, as

in his difputations and other his exercifes." The vice-chancellor,

who had proceeded thus far without the knowledge of the lord

Burleigh their chancellor, thought lit to acquaint him with their

proceedings, and to defire his advice. The difcouncenance lord

Burleigh gave to this affair, flopped ail farther proceedings againft

Baro; who continued in the univerf.cy, but with much oppo-
sition and trouble : and though he had many friends and adhe-
rents in the univerfity, he met with fuch uneafinefs, that, for

the fake of peace, he chofe to retire to London, and fixed Ids

abode in Crutched Friars ; where he died and was buried in the

church of St. Olave Hart-ftreet. He left feveral works, chiefly

in divinity.

BAROCHE (Frederic), a painter, born at Urbino in 15:8,
died in the fame city 161 2, found in his'family all the affiftance

he could defire in favour of his art. His father, a fculptor by pro-

feffion, fliewed him how to model ; and he learnt of Ins uncle,

who was an archite£t, geometry, architecture, and the know-
ledge of peifpecTive. He represented his filler for the heads of

his Virgins, and his nephew for the Jefufes. The cardinal de la

Rovere took under his patronage this celebrated artift, then no
more than 20 years of age, and employed him in his palace.

This painter was poifoned,at a meal, by one of his envious rivals.

The remedies he fwallowed immediately faved his life ; but he

[o] Strype's Life of Whitglft, p 4''S.
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never recovered his health entirely, which he juft kept up in a

languid (late till the age of 84. He was never able to work for

move than two hours a day. His infirmities obliged him to re-

fiife '

-

'eral honourable places that were offered him by the

grand duke of Tufcany, the emperor Rodolph II. and Philip II.

of Spain. It is reported that at Florence the duke Francis I. der

firous of knowing the opinion of Baroche on the pictures that

adorned his palace, took him in the drefs of his concierge ; in-

terrogating him, and enjoying the p)eafure of being able, by a

fimple exterior, to put the paincer at his eafe, and to talk freely

with him. Baroche executed a great number of portraits and
hiftorical pieces ; but he chiefly fucceeded in fubjedts of devo-

tion. His practice was to model firft in wax the figures he in-

tended to paint, or he caufed his fcholars to put themfelves in

the attitudes proper to his fubje£t. He comes very near to the

foftnefs and the graces of Correggio; he has even furpaffed him
in the corre£tnefs of his defigns. His colouring is vivid •, he
perfectly underflood the effect of lights ; the airs of his heads

are in a fmiling and graceful ftyle. He difcovered great judg-

ment in his compositions. It were to be wifhed that he had not
extravagated the attitudes of his figures, and that he had not too

much pronounced the parts of the body. We have defigns by
Baroche, in paftel, with the pen, a la pierre noire, and a la fan-

guinc. A number of pieces have been engraved after the works
of this gi eat artiff, and he himfelf executed feveral in aqua fortis,

which glow with fire and genius. His pictures are diftinguifhed

ornaments to the cabinets of the curious. <

BARON (Bonayenture), was a native of Clonmell in the

county of Tipperary in Ireland. Luke "Wadding his uncle, a

celebrated friar of the order of St. Francis, of which he wrote
an account, fuperintended his education, and was the occafion

of his taking the habit of the fame order. . He lived about fixty

years in Rome, where he was for a considerable time prrelector

of divinity. He was matter of a very good latin ftyle, and was
a voluminous writer in that language. His capital work was
his " Theologia," in 6 vols. He alfo wrote three books of latin

poetry. See a lift of his works in fir James Ware's " Writers of
Ireland," p. 253. Fie died very old and blind, March 18, 1696.
BARON (Mich AEi.),fon of a merchant of lffoudun,who turned

player, entered firft into the company of la Raifm, and fome time
afterwards in that of Moliere, Baron quitted the ftage in 1696,
either from difiike or from fome religious fcruples, with a pen-
fion of a thoufand crowns granted him by the king. He took up
the pfofeffion again in 1720, at the age of 68 ; and was as much

d, notwithstanding his advanced age, as in the earlyperiod

of his life. At thoie lines of Cinna,

Soudaia
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Soudain vous euffiez vu, par un efFet contraire,

Leurs fronts palir d'horrcur et rougir de colere :

he was feen within a minute to turn pale and red, in conformity

to the verfe. He was ftyled with one confent, the Rofcius of his

times. He faid himfelf, in one of his enthuliafdcal fits of vanity,

that once in a century we might fee a Cxfar, but that two
thoufand years were requifite to produce a Baron. One day his

coachman and his lacquey were foundly threfhed by thofe of the

marquis de Biran, with whom Baron lived on thole familiar

terms which young noblemen frequently allow to players.

—

" Monfieur le marquis," faid he to him, " your people have ill

treated mine •, I mud have fatisfaction of you." This he re-

peated feveral times, ufing always the fame expreffions, your

people and mine. M. de Biran, affronted at the parallel, replied :

'" My poor Baron, what wouldft thou have me fay to thee ? why
doft thou keep any people?" He was on the point of refilling

the pennon bellowed on him by Louis XIV. becaufe the order

for it ran: " Pay to the within-named Michael Boyrun, called

Baron, &c." This actor, born with the choicefl gifts of na-

ture, had perfected them by the utmoft exertions of art : a no-

ble figure, a fonorous voice, a natural g-efticulation, a found and

exquilite tafte. Racine, verfed as he was in the art of decla-

mation, wanting to reprefent his Andromache to the actors, in

the diftribution of the parts, had referved that of Pyrrhus for

Baron. After having (hewn the characters of feveral of the

perfonages to the actors who were to reprefent it, he turned to-

wards Baron :
" As to you, fir, 1 have no initruction to give you;

your heart will tell you more of it than any leffons of mine could

explain."—Roufieau made thefe four lines for his portrait

:

Du vrai, du pathetique il a fixe le Jon,

De fon art enchanteur 1'illufion divine,

Pretoit un nouveau Inure aux beautes de Racine;

Un voile aux defams de Pradon.

Baron would affirm that the force and play of declamation were

fuch, that tender and plaintive founds transferred on gay and

even comic words, would no lefs produce tears. He has been

feen repeatedly to make the trial of this furprifing effect on the

well-known fonnet,

Si le roi m'avoit donne

Paris la grand'ville, &c.

Baron, in common with all great painters and great poets, was
fully fenfible that the rules of art were not invented for enllaving

genius. " We are forbid by the rules," faid this fublime actor,

" to
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** to raife the arms above the head ; but if they are lifted there

by the pafiion, it is right : pafiion is a better judge of this matter
than the rules." He died at Paris, Dec. 22, 1729, aged 77.
Three volumes in i2mo of Theatrical Pieces were printed in

1760, under the name of this comedian; but it is prefumed,
perhaps unjuftly, that they are not his. L'Andrienne was attri-

buted to pere de la Rue, at the very time when it was in full re-

prefentation. It was to this that Baron alluded in the advertife-

ment he prefixed to that piece. c< I have here a fair field," faid

he, " for complaining of the injuftice that has been intended

me. It has been faid that I lent my name to the Andrienne. . .

.

I will again attempt to imitate Terence ; and I will anfwer as

he did to thofe who accufed him of only lending his name to the

works of others (Scipio and Lrelius). He faid, that they did him
great honour to put him in familiarity with perfons who at-

tracted the efteem and the refpett of all mankind." The other

pieces that merit notice here, are, L'homme a bonne fortune, la

Coquette, TEcole des Peres, &c. The dramatical intelligence

that reigns in thele pieces, may perhaps be admitted as a proof

that they are by Baron. The dialogue of them is lively, and the

fcenes dive.-fificd : they but rarely prefent us with grand pic-

tures : but the author has the talent of copying from nature

certain originals, not lefs important in fociety than amufing on
the flage. It is evident that the author had ftudied the world
as well as the drama. As to the verification, if Baron was an
excellent atlor, he was but an indifferent poet. The abbe d'A-
lainval published the Lettres fur Barcn and la le Couvreur.

—

The father of this famous atlor porTeiTed alfo in a fuperior degree

the talent of declamation. The manner of his death is remark-

able. Playing the part of Don Diego in the Cid, his fword fell

from his hand, as the piece requires ; and kicking it from him
with indignation, he unfortunately firuck againit the point of it,

by which his lhtle toe was pierced. This wound was at fir ft

treated as a trifle ; but the gangrene that afterwards appeared

requiring the amputation 01 his leg, he would not confent to the

operation : No, no, faid he ; a theatrical monarch would be

hooted if he fhould appear with a wooden leg; and he preferred

the gentle expectation of death, which happened in 165;.

BARON (Hyacinth Theodore), antient profeflbrand dean

of the faculty of medicine at Paris, the place of his birth, died

July 29, 1758, at about the age of 72. hie had a great fhare in

the Pharmacopoeia oi Pa^is, for the year 1732, 4to ; and in 179
gave an academical diflertation in latin on chocolate, An fenibus

Chocolate potus ? It has been feveral times reprinted.

B - RONIUS (Cesar), born October 3 1 it, 1538, at Sora, an

epifcopal town in the kingdom of Naples, received the fir ft part

of his education at Veroli, whence he went to fludy law aj Na-

9 pies ;
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pies [v~\ : but the troubles in this country obliged his father to

carry him to Rome in 1557, where he was put under the care of

Philip of Neri, founder of the congregation of the Oratory.

Some time after, he became a pried, and was fent to eltabliih this

new order in the church of St. John the Baptift, where he con-

tinued till 1576, when he was fent to Santa Maria's in Vallicella.

In 1573, he was appointed fuperior of his order, upon the refig-

nation of the founder. Pope Clement VIII. chofe him alfo loon

after for his confelTor, and, in 1576, made him a cardinal
; giv-

ing him at the fame time the care of the library of the holy apo-

ftolic fee. Upon the death of Clement VIII. which happened in

1605, he was nigh being chofen to the pontificate, having had
one-and-thirty voices ; but the fpanifh faction hindered his

election, becaufe, in his Annals, he afferted the crown of Spain
founded its claim to Sicily on falfe evidence [qJ. His application

to ftudy walled him to fuch a degree, and occafioned fuch a

weaknefs in his ftomach, that, towards the end of his life, he'

could hardly digcft any nourifhment j and he had fuch a loath-

ing at food, that it was a pain for him to lit down to table. He
died the 30th of June 1607, aged 68.

Baronius was a man of great piety and learning, a ftrenuous

advocate for the romifli church •, and he beftowed great labour

in clearing up ecclefiaftical hiftory. He has left feveral works [r],

the moft remarkable of which is his Annales Ecclefialtici, in 12

vols. It has been abridged by feveral perfons, particularly by
Henry Sponda?us, Ludovico Aurelio, and Bazovius.

BARRA.L (abbe Peter), born at Grenoble, and died at Paris

July 21, 1772, came early in life to that metropolis, where he
took up the employment of a fchoolmafter. He wrote a Dic-
tionnaire hiftorique, litteraire, et critique des hommes celebres,

1759, 6 vol. 8vo. in which he is faid to have betrayed too much
of the fpirit of party. Some wit nicknamed it the AJartyrology

of Janfenifm, compiled by a Convulfionnaire. Notwithstanding

this, however, his dictionary was perufed with more pleafure

than that of Ladvocat, becaufe in the articles of learned authors,

poets, orators, and literary men, he wrote with fpi it, and gene-

rally gives his judgment with tafte. There is likewife by him an

abftracl of the letters of madame de Sevigne" in i2mo, under the

title of Sevigniana ; and an abridgment much efteemed, of the

DicHonnaire des Antiquit.es Romanies, by Pitifcus, in 2 vols.

8vo. The abbe Barral was a man of erudition, of a lively con-

verfation, and the ftyle of his writings is vigorous and manly,

though fometimes negligent and incorrect.

[p] Niceron, torn, xxvii p. 282. u Martyro'ogium Romanum reftitutum

[qJ Niceron, torn, xxvii. p. 284. Gregoni XIII. juffu editum, cum notati-

[ J
Beiidcs his Annals he has left a few onibus Csel". card. Bjronii. Romae, I 586,"

other works- of which the principal one is in folio.

BARRELIER
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BARRELIER (Jame«), a dominican friar, and a confiderable

hotaniit. Alter having gone through a courfe of ftudy, and taken

the degree of licentiate in medicine, he entered into the order of

preaching friars. His talents and his prudence were fo confpU
cuous, that in 1646 he was elected aihttant to the general, with

whom he made the tour of France, Spain, and Italy. Amidft
the avocations of this poit, and without neglecting his duties, he

found the means of applying himfelf to the ftudy of botany, to

which he fcemed to have a natural propensity. He collected a

great number of plants and ihells, and made drawings of feveral

that had not been known, or but very imperfectly defcribed.

He had undertaken a general hittory of plants, which he in-

tended to entitule, Hortus Mnndi, or Orbis i-otanicus. He was
WQFking at it with the utmoit diligence, when an afthma put an

end to his labours in 16"^,, at the age of 67. All that could be

collected of this work w:s published by Ant. de JufSeu, under

this title : Plants per Galiiam, Hifpaniarn, et Italiam obfervata?,

et iconibus aeneis exhibits, Paris, 1714, folio.

BARRERE (Peter), phyiician af Perpignan, died in 175$,
was well erfed both in the theory and practice of his art : he

had alio the reputation of being an accurate obferver. His works

are: 1. Relation et Eflai fur 1'hiftoire de la France equiaoxiale,

1748, iirno. 2. Dlflertation fur la couleur des NegreSj 1741,

4to. 3. Qbfervations fur i'origine des Pierres figurees, 1646,

4to.

BARRIN~TGN (John Shute), lord vifcount, a nobleman

of canikterable learning, and author of feveral books, was the

youngeft fon of Benjamin Shute, merchant, youngeft fon of

Francis Shute, of Upton, in the county of Leicefter, efquire.

He was born at Theobald's in Hertford fhire, in 1678 [s] j and

received part of his education at Utrecht, as appears from a

latin oration which he delivered :.t that univerliiy. and publiflied

therein 1698, in 4to, under the following title: " Oratio de

itudio Philofophiae conjungendo cum iiudio Juris Romani ; ha-

bita in inclyta Academia Trujettiua Kalendis Junii, 1698, a Jo-

hanne Shate, Anglo, Ph. D. & L. A. M.'* After his return to

England, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the law in the Inner

Temple. In 3701 he publiflied, but without his name, An Ef-

fay [tJ upon the Intereft of England, in refpecF to Protectants

diffenting from the efbablifhed church, 4to. This was reprinted

two years after, with confiderable alterations and enlargements.

Some time after this he publifhed another piece in 410, intituled,

The Rights of Proteitant Dillenters, in two parts. During the

Tsl His mother was a dauehter of the Wafts, in a copy of verfes aiJreffed to the

famous Mr. Caryl, author of the Com- author,and printed in the 'Engliiii Poets,"

meniary on Job. vol. xlvi. p. i6y.

[tJ This e.iay is mentioned by Dr.

profecution
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profccution of his ftudies in the law, he was applied to by queen

Anne's whig mini dry, at the mitigation of lord Somers, to en-

gage the pfefbyterians in Scotland to favour the important mea-

sure then in agitation, of an union of the two kingdoms. Flat-

tered at the age of twenty-four, by an application, which fhewed

the opinion entertained of his abilities, and influenced by the

greateft lawyer and ftatefman of the age, he readily facriliced

the opening profpects of his profefiijn, and undertook the ar-

duous employment. The happy execution of it was rewarded

in 1708 by the place of commiffioner of the cuitoms ; from

which he was removed by the Tory adminiftration in 17 11, for

his avowed oppofition to their principles and conduct. How
high Mr. Shute's character Mood in the eftimation even of thofe

who differed mod widely from him in religious and political

fentiments, appears from the teftimony borne to it by Dr.

Swift [u]. In the reign of queen Anne, John Wilcknan, of

Becket, in the county of Berks, efq. adopted him for his fon, af-

ter the roman cuffom, and fettled his large eftate upon him,

though he was no relation, and is faid to have been but nightly

acquainted with him. Some years after, he had another confi-

derable eftate left him by Francis Barrington, of Toi'ts, efq. who
had married his firfc coufin, and died without iffue. This occa-

fioned him to procure an a£t of parliament, purfuant to the deed

of fettlement, to afiurne the name, and bear the arms of Bar-

rington. On the accelhon of king George, he was chofen mem-
ber of parliament for the town of Berwick upon Tweeu. July

5, 17 17, he had a reverfionary grant of the oiiice of mafter of

the rolls in Ireland, which he furrendered Dec. 10, 173 i. King
George was alfo pleafed, by privy leal, dated at St. James's,

June 10, and by patent at Dublin, July 1, 1720, to create him
baron Barrington of Mewcaftle, and vifcount Barrington of Ard-
glafs. In 1722 he was again returned to parliament as member
for the town of Berwick •, but in 1723, the houie of commons
taking into confederation the affair of the Harburgh lottery, a

very fevere and unmerited cenfure of expulfion was paffed upon
his lordlhip[x], as fub-governor of the Harburgh company,
under the prince of Wales. In 1725 he publifned, in two vo-

lumes, 8vo, his Mifcellanea Sacra ; or a new method of consider-

ing fo much of the hiftory of the apoitles as is contained in

|"u] Dr. Swift writes thus to a -chbifhop ioc,cocl from the body of the difTenter*

King in a letter, dared London, Nov. 30, here. As to his principles, he is a mode-

17 8. ''One Mr. Shute is named for rate man, frequenting the church and the

fecrctary to lord Wharton. He is a young meeting indifferently.''

man, but reckoned the fhrewdeft head in [x] A. vindication of lord Birringfon

England; and the perf n in whom the was publifhed at the time, in a pamphlet

preibvitnans chiefly confide ; and if mo- which had ihe appearance ol being wrir-

nev be neceiiary towards the good work, ten by him, or at leaft of bem^ published

it is reckoned he can command as far as under hi* du«c"tion.

fcripture;
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fcripture ; in an abftrac~t cf their hiftory, an abftra£t of that ab-

ftract, and four critical effays
j y ]." In this work the noble au-

thor has traced, with great care and judgment, the methods
taken by the apoftles, and firfr. preachers of the gofpel, fcr pro-

pagating chriftianity ; ard explained with great diftniclnefs the

feveral gifts of the fpirit, by which they were enabled to dis-

charge that office. Thefe he improved into an argument for

the truth of the christian religion •, which is faid to have dag-

gered the infidelity of Mr. Anthony Collins. In 1725 he pub-

iifhed, in 8vo, " An Effay on the feverai difpenfations of God
to mankind, in the order in which they lie in the Bible j or a

fhort fyftem of the religion of nature and fcripture, &c :
' He

was alio author of feveral other traces, which will be mentioned

below [z]. He femetimes fpoke in parliament, but appears not

to have been a frequent fpeaker. He died at his feat at Becket

in Berkfhire, after a fhort illnefs, Dec. 4, 17345 in the 66th

year of his age. He generally attended divine worfhip among
the diffenters, and for many years received the facrament at

Pinner's-hall, when Dr. Jeremiah Hunt, an eminent and learned

non-conformift divine, was pallor of the congregation that af-

fembled there. He had formerly been an attendant on

Thomas Bradbury, but quitted that gentleman on account of

his bignted zeal for impofing unfcnptural terms upon the article

of the Trinity. His lordihip was a difciple and friend of Mr.

Locke, had a high value for the facred writings, and was emi-

nently fkilled in them. As a writer in theology, he had great

merit ; and contributed much to the diffufing of that fpirit of

free fcriptural criticifm, which has fince obtained among all de-

nominations of chriftians. As his attention was much turned

to the ftudy of divinity, he had a itrong fenfe of the importance

of free enquiry in matters of religion. In his writings, when-
ever he thought what he advanced was doubtful, or that his ar-

guments were not ftrictly conclufive, though they might have

[v] Reprinted in T770, in 3 vols. 8vo, 3. The Layman's letter to the bifhop of

under (he rcviiion of his fon, the prefent Bangor. The fecond edition of this was

worthy and learned bifnop of Salifbury. pubiifned in 1 7 1 6 , 410. 4. An account

[z] 1. A Diffuafive from Jacobitifm ; of the late proceedings of the diffenting-

fhewing in general what the nation is to mtnifters at Salters-hall ; occalioned by

expect horn a popiih king; and, in parti- the differences amongtV. their brethter. in

cular, from the Pretender. The fourth the country : with fome thoughts coi:

edition of this was printed in ?vo, in I" 13. ing impolition of human forms for ai tides

2. A letter from a Layman, in commu- of faith. In a letter to the rev. Dr. Gale,

nion with the church of England, though 1719, 8vo. 5. A difcourfe of natural and

diffenting from her in fome points, to the revealed religion, and the relation they

right rev. tie bifhop of , with a bear to each oiher, 1732, Svo. 6. Rc-
portfciipt, (hewing how far the bill to flections on the 12th query, contain

prevent the growth of fchifm is inconfift- a paper, intituled, Reafons offered againft

ent with the aft of toleration, and the pufhing for the repeal of the corporation

other laws of this realm. The fecond and tell-aft;, and on the ..i-.imadveifi'Jtis

editicn of thi$ was printed in 1714, 410. on the ar.fwer to it, 1733, 8vo.

great
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great weight, he expreffed himfelf with a becoming diffidence.

He was remarkable for the politenefs of his manners, and the

gracefulnefs of his addrefs, as we are affured by thofe who per-

sonally knew him. He married Anne, eldeft daughter of fir

William Daines, by whom he left fix fons and three daughters.

William, his eldeft fon, fucceeded to his father's honours ; was
elecfed, foon after he came of age, member for the town of Ber-

wick, and afterwards for Plymouth ; and, in the late and pre-

feut reigns, pafl'ed through the fucceffive offices of lord of

the admiralty, mailer of the wardrobe, chancellor of the exche-

quer, treafurer of the navy, and fecretary at war. Francis, the

fecond, died young.. John, the third, was a major-general in

the army, commanded the land forces at the reduction of the

iiland of Guadaloupe in 1758, and died in 1764. Daines, the

fourth, king's counfel, and one of the juftices of the grand fef-

fion for the counties of Chefter, Sec. is author of, 1. Observa-
tions upon the Anient Statutes, 1766 ; a valuable work reprint-

ed in the fame year, and again in 1769 and 1775; 2. The
Naturalift's journal, 1767,410; 3. Directions for collecting

Specimens of Natural Hiftory, 1772, 4to
; 4. The Anglo-Saxon

verfion of Orofius, with an Englifh Tranflation and Notes,

177?,, 8vo ; 5. Several tracts relative to the probability of

reaching the North Pole, 4to, 1775, &c. which are collected and
enlarged in a volume of Mifcellanies, 1780,410; 6. Propofed
Forms of Regifters for baptifms and burials, 1781, 4to. He is

alfo author of many curious papers in the Philofophical Tranf-
actrions and Archceologia ; fome of which are likewife incorpo-

rated in the volume of Mifeellanies. Samuel, the fifth, was vice-

admiral of the white, greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in the three laft

wars, and died in 1793. Shute,the fixth,hadhis education at Eton-i

fchooi and the univcrlity of Oxford ; took orders in 1756, the

degree of LL. D. in 1762, was promoted to the biihopric of
Landaff in 1769, tranflated to Salifbury in 1782, and from
thence to Durham.
BARROS or DE BARROS (John), born at Vifeo in 1496,

was brought up at the court of king Emanuel, about the infan-

tas. He made a rapid progrefs in greek and latin learning. The
infant Juan, to whom he was attached, in quality of preceptor,

having fucceeded the king his father in 1521, de Barros had a

place in the houfhcld of that prince. .In 1522 he became go-
vernor of St. George de la Mine, on the coair. of Guinea in

Africa. 1 hree years afterwards, the king having recalled him
to court, appointed him treafurer of the Indies : this port infpir-

ed him with the thought of writing the hiftory of thole coun-
tries, in order to finifh it he retired to Pombal, where he died

in 1570, with the reputation of an eftimable fcholar and a good
citizen. De Barros has divided hia Hiftory of Alia and the -In-

dies
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dies in four decads. He publifhed the firft in 1552, the fecond

in 1553, and the third in 1563. The fourth did not appear till

161 5, by command of king Philip III. who purchafed the ma-
nufcript of the heirs of Jean de Barros. This hiftory is in the

portugueze language. Poflevin and the prefident de Thou make
great encomiums on it. La Boulaye-le Goux fays that it is ra-

ther a heap of blotted paper, than a work worthy of being read.

We are not to take either the praife or the cenfure in their lite-

ral fenfe. Barros has collected a great many facls that are not

to be found eifewhere ; with lefs love of the hyperbole and a

ftrifier attachment to truth, he would have deferved a place

among the good hiftorians. Several authors have continued his

work, and brought it down to the xiiith decad. There is an

edition of it, Liibon, 1736, 3 voj3. folio. Alfonfo Ulloa tranf-

lated it into fpanifh.

BARROW (Isaac), an eminent mathematician and divine,

defcended from an ancient family in SuiTolk, and born in Lon-
don, OcL 1630. He was at the Charter-houfe fchool for two
or three years, where he difcovered more of natural courage

than inclination to ftudy, being much given to fighting, and
fond of promoting it amongft his fchool-fdlows ; infomuch that

his father, having fo little hope of his being a fcholar, often

wifhed if it pleafed God to take away any of his children, it

might be his fon Ifaac [a]. But being removed to Felfted in

Eflex, his difpofition took a different turn ; and he foon made
iuch. a progrefs in learning, and every other valuable qualifica-

tion, that his mafter appointed him tutor to lord Fairfax of

Emely in Ireland, who was then his fcholar. During his (lay

at Felfted, he was, upon the 15th of Dec. 1643, admitted a pen-

fioner of Peter-houfe in Cambridge, where his uncle, afterwards

bifhop of St. Afaph, was then a fellow ; but when he went to

the univerfity, Feb. 1645, he was entered at Trinity college, his

uncle with fome others who had written againft the covenant,

having the year before been ejeeled from Peterhoufe [b]. His
father having furlered much in his ell ate by his adherence to

king Charles, Ifaac's chief fuppcrt was at firft from the gene-

rofity of Dr. Hammond, for which he has exprcflcd his grati-

tude in a latin epitaph on his benefactor [c]. In 1647 he was
chofen a fcholar of the houfe ; and though he always continued

a warm loyalift,and v/ould not take the covenant, yet his beha-

viour was iuch, that he gained the good-will and efteem of his

fuperiors. He afterwards fubferibed the engagement ; but foon

after repenting of what he had done, he went back to the com-
miffioners to declare his diflatisfa&ionj and got his name rafed

[a] Hill's Life of Barrow, prefixed to fellers, p. 1^7.

Li-i Sermons. |_cj Gpufcula, p. 30:.
j^ul Ward's Lives of the Ciefham Pro-

o out
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out of the lift. In 1648 he took the degree of bachelor of arts,

and the year following was chofen fellow of the college [dJ.
After his election, finding the times not favourable to his views

in the church, he turned his thoughts to the profeffion of phyfic,

and for fome years bent his fludies that way. He particularly

made a great progrefs in anatomy, botany, and chemiftry ; but

afterwards, upon mature deliberation, and with the advice of

his uncle, he applied to the iludy of divinity, to which he con-

ceived himfelf obliged bv the oath he had taken on his admiflion

to his fellowfhip [eJ. While he read Scaliger on Eufebius, he
perceived the dependence of chronology on aftronomy, which
put him upon reading Ptolemy's Almageft ; and finding this

book and the whole fcience of aftronomy to depend upon geo-

metry, he made himfelf mafter of Euclid's Elements, and from
thence proceeded to the other antient mathematicians. In 1652
he commenced mailer of arts, and the enfuing year was incor-

porated in that degree at Oxford.

When Dr. Duport refigned the chair of greek profeflbr, he
recommended his pupil Mr. Barrow for his fucceffor, who, in

his probation exercife, fhewed himfelf equal to the character

given him by this gentleman ; but being fufpected to be a fa-

vourer of arminianifm, he obtained it not. This difappoint-

ment, it is thought, helped to forward his defire of"feeing foreign

countries j and in order to execute his defign, he was obliged to

fell his books. He left England June 1655, an^ went for Paris,

where he found his father j and out of his fmall flock he afford-

ed him a feafonable fupply [f]. He gave his college an account
of his journey thither in a poem, together with fome curious and
political obfervations in a letter, both written in latin. The en-
fuing fpring he went to Leghorn, with an intention to proceed
to Rome ; but flopped at Florence, where he had the advantage
of perufing feveral books in the great duke's library, and of con-
verting with Mr. Filton the librarian [gJ. Here the ftraitnefs of.

his circumflances mull have put an end to his travels, had it not
been for Mr. James Stock, a young merchant of London, who
generoufly furnifhed him with money. He was extremely de-

firous to fee Rome ; but the plague then raging in that city, he
took (hip at Leghorn, Nov. 6, 1656, for Smyrna. In this voyage
the fhip was attacked by an algerine pirate ; and, though he had
never feen any thing of a fea-fight, he flood to the gun appoint-

ed him with great courage, being, as he faid himfelf, not fo

much afraid of death as flavery. The corfair perceiving the

flout defence the fhip made, fheercd off. At Smyrna he met
with a mofl kind reception from Mr. Bretton, the enghfh conful,

[i>J Ward, p. 158. [f] Opufcula, p. 351.
[e] Hill's Life of Barrow. [c] Hill and Ward, ibid.
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upon whofe death he afterwards wrote a latin elegy [h1. From
thence he proceeded to Constantinople, where he received the

like civilities from fir Thomas Bendifh the englifh ambaffador,

and fir Jonathan Dawes, with whom he afterwards preferved an
intimate fricndfhip. At Conftantinople he read over the works
of St. Chryfoflom, once bifliop of that fee, whom he preferred

to all the other fathers. When he had been in Turkey fome-
what more than 'a year, he returned to Venice. From thence

he came home in 1649, through Germany and Holland. Soon
after his return to England, the time being now fomewhat
elapfed when the fellows of Trinity college are obliged to take

orders, or to quit the college, Mr. Barrow was epifcopally or-

dained by bifliop Brownrig. At the reftoration of Charles II.

his friends expected, as he had fuffered and merited fo much, he
would be immediately preferred, but their expectations came to

nothing •, which made him complain in two latin verfes, that no
perfon more fincerely wifhed for his majelty's return, and none
felt lefs the effects of it [1]. However, he wrote an ode on the

occafion, wherein he introduces Britannia congratulating the

king on his return. In 1660 he was chefen to the greek profef-

forfhip at Cambridge. When he entered upon this province,

he intended to have read upon the Tragedies of Sophocles ; but

he altered his intention, and made choice of Ariftotle's Rheto-

ric. Thefe lectures having been lent to a friend, who never

returned them, are irrecoverably loll. July the 16th, 1662, he

was elected profefibr of geometry in Grefham college, by the

recommendation of Dr. Wilkins, mafter of Trinity college, and

afterwards bifliop of Chelter [k]. His latin inaugural oration is

extant, in the fourth volume of his works. T his fame year he

wrote an epithalamium on the marriage of king Charles and

queen Catharine, in greek verfe. Upon the 20th of May
1663, he was elected a fellow of the royal fociety, in the firfl

choice made by the council after their charter. The fame year

the executors of Mr. Lucas having, according to his appoint-

ment, founded a mathematical lecture at Cambridge, they fixed

upon him for the fir ft profefibr-, and though the two profefibr-

fhips were not inconfiltent with each other, he chofe to reiign

that of Grefham college, which he did May the 20th, 1664.

In 1669 he refigned his\ mathematical chair to his learned

friend, Mr. Ifiiac Newton ; being now determined to give up the

ftudy of mathematics for that of divinity. Upon quitting his

profeilbrlhip, he was only a fellow of Trinity college, till his

uncle gave him a fmall finecure in Wales, and Dr. Seth Ward*
bifliop of Salifbury, conferred upon him a prebend in his church.

In 1 6/0 he was created doctor in divinity by mandate ; and,

[h] Opufcula, p. 3-3. [1] Hill's Opufcula, p. 163. [k] Ward, p. 160.

upon
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upon the promotion of Dr. Pearfon, matter of Trinity col-

lege, to the fee of Chcfter, appointed to fucceed him by the

king's patent, bearing date the 13th of Feb. ib'72. When the

king advanced him to this dignity, he was pleafed to fay, " He
had given it to the beft fcholar in England." His majefty did

not fpeak from report, but from his own knowledge ; the doc-

tor being then his chaplain, he ufed often to converfe with him,
and, in his humorous way, to call him an <; unfair preacher,"

becaufe he exhaufted every fubje£t, and left nothing for others

to fay after him. In 1675 he was chofen viee-tcharicdllor of the

univerfity.

This great and learned divine died of a fever the 4th of

May 1677, and was buried in Weftminfter abbey, where a mo-
nument was erected to him by the contribution of his friends,

and an epitaph in latin by his friend Dr. Mapletoft. He left

his manufcripts to the care of Dr. John Tillotfon and Mr.
Abraham Hill, with a power to print fuch of them as they

thought proper [l].

BARRY (Spranger,) was born in St. Warburgh's parifh,

Dublin, Nov. 20, 1 7 19: he was the fon of an eminent filver-

fmith of that city, in good trade and family connections, who
bred this his eldeft fon to the bufinefs : but an early intercourfe

with the theatres (for there were two at that time in Dublin),

with the follicitation of a remarkably handfome perfon, fine

voice, and pleafing addrefs, foon obliterated all mechanical no-

tions ; and after keeping up the farce of attending the counter

two or three years (a place nature never defigned him for), he
commenced actor ; and made his firft appearance in the year

1 744, in the character of Othello.

Moft fird: appearances difcover more of inclination than a fi-

nifhed genius. It was different with Mr. Barry ; like our cele-

brated Rofcius, he nearly gained trie fummit of perfection on

[l] The following wdrks were publifh- Englifh, by the rev. Mr John Kirkby of

rd during his life : 1. Euclidis Elementa. Egremond in Cumberland, and publ.lhed

Cant. 1655, 8vo. 2. Euclidis Data, Cant. 1734. in 8vo. ; together with ht-s Oratpri-

1657, 8to. 3. Ledliones optica: xviii. dal Preface, lefore the un

Lond. 1669, 4to. 4. Ledlione: tr°ome- on his election to the. Lucafi

tricrcxiii Loud. 1670,, 4to. c. Archime- (hip, translated alfo inti .. AH
dis opera Apolionii conicorum libri iv. ' his engiilh works in three volumes, I.ond.

Theodolii fphsrica methodo nova illuftra- ) '.. 3 ,
fc lio Thefe were publifhed by Dr;

ta, et fuccinfle dcmonftrata, Lond. 1^75, John Tillotfon. 4. Ifaaci Barrow Opiif-

4to. Thefe which follow were published cub, viz. determin.tr. onej, condones ad
alter his deceafe : 1. Lectio tn qua (heo- clerum, orationes

;
poemata Sec. vol umen

remata Archimedis de fphaera 'et cylindro, quartum. Lond [687, folio. Dr. Barrow
per methodum indivifibiliuvn inveftigata, has left alio feveral cUriouS papers on m.t-

ac breviterdemonftrata, exhibentui, Lond. Ihematical fuhje>"s, written in his own
1678, i'mo. 2. Mathematics le'.tiones hand, which vere communicated by Mr.
habirse in fcholis publicis acidemire Canta- Jones to the author of The Lives of the

brigieniii, ann. 1664,5,6, &c Lond. 168;, Grelham Profefiiirs;

8vo. Thefe have been tranflated into

I 2 his
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his outfet ; and by the account of fome of the beft judges of that

day, gave evident marks that he wanted nothing but ftage prac-

tice to make him reach the top of his profeflion. The fummer
of 1744 he played in Corke, and acquired freih laurels. Here it

was firfl fuggefted to him by his relation and particular friend,

the late lir Edward Barry, to come over to England, as the fpot

moft congenial to great abilities : however, before he made this

cfliiy, he returned to Dublin, and joined the company of that

year, which Hands remarkable in the irifh theatrical annals, for

the beft ftage that perhaps ever was known at any one period.

The public will bell judge cf this themfelves, when they are in-

formed, that the names of Garrick, Barry, Sheridan, Quin,

WoiFington, and Cibber, principally formed this catalogue ; and

that there was fcarce a play that thefe performers did not change

parts in a kind of contention for rival powers. The public,

however, paid dear for this mental luxury, as the conftant and

extreme fullnefs of the houfe brought on colds and fevers, be-

fide difiocations and other accidents, which terminated in feveral

of their deaths ; and it was then very common to fay, fuch a

one died of a Garrick, a Quin, or a Barry fever.

In 1 746 Mr. Barry came over to England, and was engaged at

Drurv-lane ; and the next year the patent falling into MefTrs.

'Garrick's and Lacy's hands, Mr. Barry took the lead as the prin-

cipal performer of that houfe. Here Mr. Garrick and he fre-

quently appeared in the fame characters, and in a great meafure

divided the applaufe of the town ; however, Barry feeling an in-

feriority arifing from the joint power exerted againft him as

a£tor and manager, quitted Drury-lane, and headed Covent-

garden. Here it was his powers had full play ; and here it was
our ftage Milo entered the lifts of competition againft a man,
which none hitherto durft approach. They played all their

principal characters againft each other with various fuccefs ;

which are marked by many epigrams and bons mots of that

day, and which are too well known to need repeating here. In

this contention they remained till the fummer of 1758, when
Barry, joining with Mr. Woodward, of Covent-garden, under-

took an expedition to Ireland, where they built two elegant

playhoufe.s, one in Dublin, and the other in Corke ; and, as

joint-managers, exerted their refpective abilities, with thofe of

a very refpedlable company, part of which they brought over

from England : however, after trying this fcheme for fome
years, what with the expences of building, the great falaries and

increafe of performers, together with the uncertain returns of

their theatres, they both found they had changed fituations for

the worfe. Woodward was the iirft to fmell out his miftake j

and making the beft bargain he could with Barry, to be paid his

fhare in annuities, he fet fail for England, rejoined his old corps,

4 and



BARRY. 117

and In a very laughable prologue (which is (till well remem-
bered) reftored himfelf to the public favour.

Barry (laid but a few feafons behind him ; as in 1 766 both he
and Mrs. Barry played that fummerat the Opera Houfe in the

Hay Market, under Mr. Fcote. Here it was Mrs. Barry made
her firft appearance on the London ftage. Her character was
Defdemona ; in which, though there is not much for a performer

to exert herfelf, yet in this the fhewed fuch judgment, tender-

fiefs, and expreflion, that our englifh Rofcius, who was then in

the pit, declared her an actrefs of the firft ftamp. Indeed it

a proof he was ferious, as he foon after engaged her, along

with Mr. Barry, at a very confiderable falary ; and in that he was
a true prophet, as fhe afterwards minutely fulfilled his prediction,

by unqueftionably eftablifhing herfelf the firft actrefs on the

britifh ftage.

Little remains now to be faid of Mr. Barry, than that about

the year 1773 he quitted Drury-lane for Covent garden 5

when an hereditary gout (which occafionally attacked him from
his earlieft days) rendered his performances not only infrequent,

but imperfect
; yet it is but juftice to the memory of this ftage

luminary to declare, that even in this unfmifhed ftate of his

powers, cramped aches, and bowed down with infirmity, like

Marius fitting upon the ruins of Carthage, he gave us an affect-

ing picture of what he once was; his voice, which to the laft

retained its filver cadence, turned us into fvmpathy, and his fine

conception of the poet warmed our imaginations to feel the

reft.

We cannot here refift the inclination to infert what was pub-
liflied by a genius of that time, under the title of "Effufions to

the theatrical memory of Mr. Barry :

" Barry looked the lover better than anybody; for he had the

fined perfon, and fmiles became him"; nor did he act it worfe

than he looked it, for he had the greateft melody in his voice,

and a mod pleafing infmuation in his addrefs. To excite pity

by exhibitions of grief and affliction, is one of the moft arduous

tafks of a tragedian :
" Is it not monftrous, (fays Hamlet) that

this player here fhould in a fiction, in a dream of palfion, fo force

his foul to his conceit, that, from his workings, all his vii

warmed ; tears in his eyes, detraction in his afpect, a broken

voice, and his whole function fuiting with forms to his conceit ?"

Thefe were Barry's excellencies, and in thefe he ltood unrival-

led. His mien and countenance were fo expreffive of grief, that,

before he fpoke, we were difpofed to pity ; but then his broken

throb fo wrung our foul with grief, that we were obliged to re-

lieve ourfelves by tears [m]. In Macbeth, Barry was truly great,

[m] Of this we had eminent inftances in Effex, Jaffier, and Lear, and almoft every

fharaiter he played.

I 3 particularly
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particularly in the dagger-fcene : his pronunciation of the words
" There's no fuch thing" were inimitably fine ; he fpoke them
as if he felt them. In his performance of Lear he gave confi-

derable marks of his judgment, by throwing a very Itrong and
•affecting call of tendernefs into his character; he never loft

light of the father ; but in all his rage, even in the mid ft of his

fevered curfes, you faw that his heart, heavily injured as he
was, and provoked to the laft excefs of fury, ftill owned the of-

fenders for his children. His figure was fo happily difguifed>

that you loft the man in the actor, and had no other idea in his

firft appearance, than that of a very graceful, venerable, kingly,

old man : but it was not in his perfon alone he fupported the

character •, his whole action was of a piece ; and the breaks in

his voice, which were uncommonly beautiful, feemed the effect

of real not counterfeited forrow. The advantage which he had
from his perfon, the variety of his voice, and its particular ap-

titude to exprefs the differing tones which forrow, pity, or rage

naturally produce, were of fuch fervice to him in this character,

that he could not fail of pleafing ; and his manner of playing

Lear appeared perfectly confiftent with the whole meaning of

the poet. If any performer was ever born for one particular

part, Barry was for Othello. There is a length of periods, and

an extravagance of paffion in this part, not to be found in any

other for fo many fucceffive fcenes, to which karry appeared

peculiarly fuitable : with equal happinefs, he exhibited the

hero, the lover, and the diffracted hufband : he rofe through

all the paffions to the utmoft extent of critical imagination, yet

ftill appeared to leave an unexhaufted fund of expreffion behind.

In the characters of Anthony, Varanes, and in every other, in-

deed, in which the lover is painted with the molt forcible co-

louring, we ihall not look upon his like again.

" I can hardly conceive that any performer of antiquity could

have excelled the action of Barry in the part of Othello. The
wonderful agony in which he appeared when he examined the

circumftance of the handkerchief; the mixture of love that in-

truded upon his mind, upon the innocent anfwers which.

demona makes, betrayed in his getture a variety and - icifiitude

of paffions fufHcient to admonifh any man to be afraid of his

own heart, and ltrongly convince him, that by the admiflion of

jealoufy into it, he will ftab it with the worft of daggers.

ever reads in his clofet this admirable fcene, will find that he

cannot, except he has as warm an imagination as Sha

himfelf, perceive any but dry, incoherent, and broken fen :

a reader who has (ten Barry act it, obferves, that th

have been a word added; that longer fpeeches would have

been unnatu>al, nay impoffible, in Othello's fituation."

BARSUMA, or Barsoma, metropolitan of Nifibis, was the

perfon
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pcrfon who revived the opinions of Neftorius, under the em-
peror Juftinus. There are by him feveral epiltles, fermons and
commentaries on the fcripture ; he even compofed a new Li-

turgy : all his works are in the fyriac language. There is an-

other Rarfuma, furnamed of Kark, from his being born in that

city, which the antients called Petra deferri, and the moderns,

Kark de Montroyal. He was archimandrite, and propagated

the notions of Eutychius. We have a book by him in fyriac, in-

tituled, Dobro, which treats of good government ; commenta-
ries on the fcripture, and feveral epiftles.

BARTAS (Guillaume de Salluste du), was born at

Monfort in Armagnac in the year 1 544, the fon of a treafurer of

France, and not on the eftate de Bartas, which is in the vicinity

of that little town. Henry IV. whom he ferved with his fword,

and whom he celebrated in his verfes, fent him to England, to

Denmark, and to Scotland. He had the command of a com-
pany of cavalry in Gafcony, under the marechal de Matignon.

He was a calvinift, and died in 1590 at the age ot 46. the work
that has molt contributed to render his name famous, is the

poem intituled, Commentary of the week of the creation of the

world, in feven books. Pierre de l'Oltal, in a miferable copy of

verfes addrefTed to du Bartas, which that lord has prefixed to

his poem, fays that this book is " greater than the whole uni-

verfe," This piece of fuilian praife on the dulleft of all verfi-

fiers, was adopted at the time •, but has been rejected in curs.

The flyle of du Bartas is low, incorrect, improper, and con-

temptible ; his defcriptions are given under the molt difgufting

images. He fays, that the head is the lodging of the under-

ftanding ; that the eyes are two mining cafements, or twin

ilars ; the nofe, the gutter or the chimney ; the teeth, a double

pallifade, ferving as a mill to the open gullet; the hands, the

chambermaids of nature, the bailifs of the mind, and the. cater-

ers of the body ; the bones, the polls, the beams and the columns

of this tabernacle of flefh. We have feveral other works by the

feigneuT du Bartas. The molt extraordinary is a little poem,

compofed to greet the queen of Navarre on making her entry

into Nerac. Three nymphs contend for the honour of faluting

her majeity. The firit delivers her ftupidities in latin verfes,

the fecond in french verfes, and the third in gafcoa verfes. Du
Bartas, though a bad poet, was a worthy man. Whenever the

military fervice and his other occupations left any leifure time,

he retired to the chateau de Bartas, far from the tumult of arms

and bufinefs. He wilhed for nothing more than to be forgotten,

in order that he might apply more clofely to ftudy ; this he tes-

tifies at the conclusion of the third day of his week. Modeity

and fmcerity formed the character of du Bartas, according to the

account of him by the prefident de Thou. " I know (fays that

I 4 famous
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famous hifforian) that fome critics find his flyle extremely figu-

rative, bombadic, and full of gafconades. For my part, adds he,

who have long known the candour of his manners, and who
have frequently difcourfed with him, wljen, during the civil

wars, I travelled in Guienne with him, I can affirm, that I

never remarked any thing of the kind in the tenor of his beha-

viour ; notwithstanding his great reputation, he always fpoke

with fingular modefty of himfelf and his works." His book of

the Week, contemptible as it is, was attended with a fuccefs

not inferior to that of the beft performances. Within the ipace

of five or fix years, upwards of thirty editions were printed of

it. It found in all places, commentators, abbreviators, tranfia-

tors, imitators, and adverfaries. His works were collected and
printed in 1611, folio, at Pario, by Rigaud.

BARTH (John), born at Dunkirk, was the fon of an humble
fifherman, is more known than if he had owed his birth to a

monarch. Before the year 1675, ^ie was famous for a variety of

acls no lefs fingular than valiant. To particularize them all

would take up too much of our room. His courage having

been fignalized on a variety of cccafions, he was appointed in

1692 to the command of a lquadron confiding of feven frigates

and a fire-fhip. The harbour of Dunkirk was then blocked up
by thirty-two fliips of war, englifh and dutch. He found the

means to pafs this fleet, and the next day took four englifh vef-

fels, richly freighted, and bound for the port of Archangel. He
then proceeded to fet fire to 86 fail of merchant fhips of various

burdens. He next made a defcent on the coaft of England, near

Newcadle, where he burnt 200 houfes, and brought into Dun-
kirk prizes to the amount of 500,000 crowns. About the clofe

of the fame year, 1692, being on a cruife to the north with three

men of war, he fell in with a dutch fleet of merchant fliips

loaded with corn \ they were under convoy of three fliips of

war: Barth attacked them, captured one of them, after having

put the others to flight, which he then chafed, and made himfelf

mader of 16 of their number. In 1693 he had the command of

the Glorieux, of 66 guns, to join the naval armament com-
manded by Tourville, which furprifed the fleet o'f Smyrna.
Barth, being feparated from the red of the fleet by a ltorm,

had the fortune to fall in with fix dutch veliels, near to Foro,

all richly laden : fome of thefe he burnt, and drove the reft

afhore. This active and indefatigable feaman fet fail a few
months afterwards with fix men of war, for convoying to France,

from the port of Velker, a fleet loaded with corn. He conducted
it fuccefsfully into Dunkirk, though the englifh and the dutch
had fent three fhips of the line to intercept it. In the fpring of

1694 he failed with the fame fliips, for returning to Velker to

join a fleet again loaded with corn. This fleet had already left

the
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the port, to the number of a hundred fail and upwards, under

efcort of three danifli and fwedifh (hips. It was met between

the Texel and the Vlee by the vice-admiral of Friefland. Hidde,

who commanded a fquadron compofed of eight (hips of war, had
already taken pofieflion of the fleet. But on the morrow Barth.

came up with him at the height of the Yexel ; and, though in-

ferior in numbers and weight of metal, retook all the prizes,

with the -vice-admiral and two other mips. This brilliant action

procured him a patent of nobility. Two years afterwards, in

j6p6, jean Barth occasioned again a confiderable lofs to the

dutch, by capturing a part of their fleet which he met at about

fix leagues from the Vlee. His^fquadron con filled of eight vef-

fels of war and feveral privateers •, and the dutch fleet of 200
fail of merchant {hips, efcorted by a number of frigates. Barth

attacked it with vigour, and boarded the commander himfelf,

took 30 merchant (hips and four of the convoy, without fufFer-

ing any more than a trifling lofs. 1 te was however unable to

complete his triumph. Meeting almoft immediately with twelve

dutch men of war, convoying a fleet to the north, he was obliged

to fet fire to his prizes to prevent their falling into the hands of
the enemy. He himfelf efcaped only by being in a fall failing

fhip. This celebrated mariner died at Dunkirk the 27th of
April 1702, of a pleurify, at the age of 51. Without patrons,

and without any thing to trull to but himfelf, he became chef-

d'efcadre, after having pafTed through the feveral inferior ranks.

He was tall in llature, robuft, well made, though of a rough and
clumfy figure. He could neither write nor read; having only

learnt to fubferibe his name. He fpoke little and incorrectly
;

ignorant of the manners of polite companies, he exprefled and
conducted himfelf on all occafions like a failor. When the che-
valier de Forbin brought him to court in 1691, the wits of Ver-
failies faid to one another : Come, let us go and fee the cheva-

lier de Forbin with his led-bear. In order to be very fine on
that occafion, he appeared in a pair of breeches of gold tiflue,

lined with filver till'ue ; and, on coming away, he complained
that his court-drefs. had fcrubbed him fo confoundedly that he
was almoil flayed. Louis XIV. having ordered him into his

prefeuce, faid to him : " Jean Barth, I have juft now appointed

you chef-d'efcadre."—" You have done very well, fir," returned

the failor. This anfwer having occafioned a great burfl of
laughter among the courtiers, Louis XIV. took it in another
manner. " You are miftaken, gentlemen, faid he, on the mean-
ing of the anfwer of Jean Barth ; it is that of a man who knows
his own value, and intends to give me frefh proofs of it. To
conclude, the new chef-d'efcadre was nobody except when on
fcpard his fhip j and there he was more fitted for a bold acYion

than
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than for any project of tolerable extent. In 1780 a life of this

celebrated naval commander was publifhed in i2mo.
BARTHELLMI (Nicholas), a benedi£fcine monk of the xvth

century, born at Loches, compofed fome latin poems very hard
to be found : Epigrammata Momiae, Ennece, in 8vo, the two
firft without date; the third, of 1531, contains pieces that turn

on fubjetts of devotion. De vita acliva et contemplativa, 1523,
8vo, in profe ; Chriilus Xylonicus, a tragedy, in four acts,

1531, 8vo.

BARTHIUS (Caspar), a very learned writer, born at Cuftrin

in Brandenburg, 1587 [n]. His father was profeflbr of civil

law at Francfort upon the Oder, counfellor to tlie elector of

Brandenburg, and his chancellor at Cuftrin. Having difcovered

In his fon very early marks of genius, he provided him with

proper mafters; but he enjoyed only a little time the pleafure

of feeing the fruits of his care, for he died in 1597. Mr. Baillet

has infertcd Cafpar in his Enfans celebres ; where he tells us,

that, at twelve years tranflated David's pfalms into

latin verfe of every 1 .id publifhed feveral latin poems.

Upon the death of v he was fent to Gotha, then to

Eifenach, and after ac< rdi lg ro cuftom, went through

all the different un: in G m iny. When he had finifhed

lils ftudies, he bej in his travels ; he vilited Italy, France, Spain,

England, and Holland, improving hi'mfelf by the converfation

and works oi . rned in every country [oj. He ftudied the

modern as ancient languages, and his tranflations from
the fpanii w that h-e was not content with a

faperficial Ige. U his return to Germany, he took

up his refulence at Leipfic, where he led a retired life, his

paffion for ftudy having made Him renounce all f6rt of employ-

ment j fo that as he devoted his whole time to books, we need

be the leis furprifeel at the vale number which he publif] d.

Barthius formed early a refolution of difengaging himfelf en-

tirely from worldly affairs and profane ftudies, in order to apply

himfelf who":!.' to the great bufinefs of falvation : he did not

however put this defign in execution till towards tlie latter end

of his life 5 as appears from his Soliloquies, publifl d in 1654.

He died Sept. 1658, aged 71. His principal works are his .

v ci-

iria, in folio j and his Commentaries upon Statius and

Claudian, in 4to.

BARTHOLIN (Caspar), born 58;;, at Malmoe, a town in

the province of Schonen, which belonged then to Denmark.
At three years of age he 1 a pr< . of his capacity; for in

fourteen days he learned tc read perfectly. At thirteen he com-
pofed greek and latin 01 ,.'.: 'ms, and pronounced them in public :

[x~J Niceron, torn [o] Niceron, torn. vii. p. 15.

and
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and at eighteen, he went to ftudy in the univerfity of Copen-

hagen [p]. In 1603 he removed to Roftock, and thence to Wir-

temberg. He continued three years in this laft place, where he

applied himfelf to philofophy and divinity with fo much aifiduity,

that he rofe always before break of day, and went to bed very

late. When he had finifhed his flu dies, he took his degree of

mailer of arts in 1607.

Bartholin now began his travels ; and, after having gone

through part of Germany, Flanders, and Holland, he palled,

over to England, whence he returned to Germany, in order to

proceed to Italy. After his departure from Wirtemberg, he had

made phyfic his principal ftudy •, and he neglected nothing to

improve himfelf in the different univerfities through which he

palled. He received everywhere marks of rcfpect •, at Naples

particularly they follicited him to be anatomical profeflbr, but

he declined it. In France he was offered the greek profefibrfhip

at Sedan, which he alfo refufed. After he had travelled as far

as the frontiers of Spain, he returned to Italy, in order to perfect

himfelf in the practice of medicine. He went from thence to

Padua, where he applied with great care to anatomy and dif-

fection. After fome flay in this place he removed to Bafil, where

he had ftudied phyfic fome time before ; and here he received

his doctor's degree in phyfic in 1610 [qJ. From thence he went

to Wirtemberg and Holland, and intended to have extended his

trawls ftill farther, had he not been appointed profeflbr of the

latin tongue at Copenhagen ; but he did not enjoy this long,

for, at the end of fix months, in 161 3, he was choien profeflbr

of medicine, which was much more adapted to his qualities

and difpofition. He held his profefibrfhip eleven years, when
he fell into an illnefs, which made him defpair of life : in this

extremity he made a vow and promife to heaven, if he was re-

ftored to health, that he would apply,himfelf to no other ftudy

than that of divinity. Fie recovered, and kept his promife. Conrad.

Aflach, the profeflbr of divinity, dying fome years after, Cafpar

was appointed his fucceflbr, the 12th of March 1624 ; the king

alfo gave him the canonry of Rofchild. He died of a violent

colic, the 13th of July 1629, at Sora, whither he had gone to

conduct his eldeft fon. He left feveral fmall works, chiefly on
metaphyfics, logic, and rhetoric.

BARTHOLIN ( '"homas), fon of Cafpar, a famous phyfician,

born at Copenhagen the 20th Oct. 16 £6. After fome years

it' dy in his own country, he went to Leyden in 1637, where
d phyfic for three years. Fie travelled next to France ;

where he relided two years at Paris and Montpelier, in order

t.o improve himfelf under the famous phylicians of theie two

[p] Niceron, torn. vi. p. 121. [qJ Ibid. p. 124.

univerfities.
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univerfities [r]. He went from thence to Italy, and continued
three years at Padua, where he was treated with great honour
and refpect, and was made a member of the Incogniti by John
Francis Loredan. After having vifited moft parts of Italy, he
went to Malta. From thence he returned to Padua, and next
to Bafil, where he received his doctor's degree in phyfic, the

14th of Oct. 1645. The year following he returned to his na-
tive country, where he did not remain long without employ^-

nient ; for, upon the death of Chriftopher Longomontan, the

profeflbr of mathematics at Copenhagen, he was appointed his

fucceflbr in 1647. In 1648 he was named to the anatomical
chair; an employment more fuited to his genius and inclination,

which he discharged with great afliduity for thirteen years. His
intenfe application having rendered his conllitution very in-

firm, he resigned his chair in j65i, and the king of Denmark
allowed him the title of honorary profeflbr. He retired to a

little eftate he had purchafed at Hagefted, near Copenhagen,
where he intended to fpend the remainder of his days in

j

and tranquillity. An unlucky accident however difturbed him
in his retreat : his houfe took fire in 1670, and his HI

deftroyed, with all his books and manufcripts. In confideration

of this lots, the king appointed him his phyfician, with a hand-
fome falary, and exempted Ins land from all taxes. The uni-

verfity of Copenhagen were likewife touched with his misfor-

tune, and appointed him their librarian ; and in 1675 *^e ^^nS
honoured him (till farther, by giving him a feat in the grand
council of Denmark. He died the 4th of Dec. 1680. He has
left feveral works [sj.

BARTLET (John). He was many years minifter of St.

Thomas's near Exeter, and much efteemed by the pious bifliop

Hall. After he was ejected for refuting to comply with the

act of uniformity, he continued to preach privately to a ftnail

congregation at Exeter, where he died in a good old age. He
was the author of a volume of meditations, and two practical

catechifms.

EARTOLI (DanieO, a learned and laborious jefuit, born
at Ferrara in 1608. After having profefled the art of rhetoric,

and afterwards for a long time devoted himfelf to preaching,

his fuperiors fixed him at Rome in 16^0. From that period

till his death he publiihed a great number of works, as well

[r] Niccron, torn. vi. p. t 3 t . 4to. 4. Antiquitatum veteris puerpciii

[s] 1. Anatomia Cafpari Bartholin! pa- fvnopfts,eperi mac-no ad eruditos praenr li~a.

Tcntis novis obfervationjbus primum lo- Hafniae, 164'', ovo. 5. De luce anima-

cupletata. L. Hat. 164, 8vo. z. De tint- Hum libri tres, admirandis hiftoriis rati-

cornu obfervationes novae. Accefferunl de onibufque novis referti. L.Bat. 1047, 8vo.

zureo cornu Oiai Wormii eruditorum ju- 6. De armillis veterum, prsfertim Dar.o-

Patavii, 1645, 8vo. %. De men- iuni Schedion. Hafnia:, 1645, Svo.

ilr;i in natura et mediciua. B.iiil, iOTj,

hiftorical
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hiftorical as others, all in the Italian language. The mo ft known
and the mod confiderable is a hiftory of his fociety, printed at

Rome, from 1650 to 1673, in 6 vols, folio •, tranflated into latin

by pere Giannini, and printed at Lyons in 1666 & feq. Al!

his other works, the hiftorical excepted, were collected and

published at Venice in 171 7, 3 vols, in 4to. Both the one and

the other are much efteemed, no lefs for their matter, than for

the purity, the precilion and the elevation of their diclion : and

this jefuit is regarded by his countrymen as one of the foremoft

writers in the italian language. He died at Rome in 1685, at

the age of 77, after having fignalized himfelf as much by his

virtues as by his literary attainments.

BARTOLOCCI (Julius), a ciftercian monk, born at Celano

in the kingdom of Naples in 1613, profeffor of the hebrew

tongue at the college of the Neophytes and Tranfmarins at

Rome, died Nov. 1, "1687, aged 74. There is by him a Biblio-

theca Rabbinica, 4 vols, folio, 1675. The feuillant Imbonati,

his difciple, added a 5th vol. to this work, which is no lefs cu-

rious than learned. The title runs thus: D. Julii Bartoloccii

de Celans, congregat. fan&i Bernardi ref. ord. Ciftercienfis,

bibliotheca magna rabbinica de fcriptoribus & fcriptis hebraicis,

ordine alphabetico hebraice & latine digeftis ; in folio, 4 vols.

Rom. 1675.
BARTON (Elizabeth), commonly called " The holy Maid

of Kent," was a religious impoftor in the reign of Henry VIII.

whofe hiftory may be very edifying. She was a fervant at Ald-

ington in Kent, and had long been troubled with convulfions,

which diftorted her limbs and countenance in the flrangeffc

manner, and threw her body into the moft violent agitations

;

and the effect of the diforder was fuch, that, even after fhe re-

covered, flie could counterfeit the fame appearance. Mafters,

the minifter of Aldington, with other ecclefiaftics, thinking her

a proper inftrument for their purpofe, perfuaded her to pretend,

that what ihe faid and did was by a fupernatural impulfe ; and

taught her to act her part in the moft perfect. manner. Thus
(lie would lie as it were in a trance for fome time : then, corning

to herfelf, after many ftrange contortions, would break out into

pious ejaculations, hymns, and prayers; fometimes delivering

herfelf in fet fpeeches-, fometimes in uncouth monkifh rhymes.

She pretended to be honoured with-vifions and revelations, to

hear heavenly voices, and the moft ravifhing melody. She de-

claimed againft the wicked nefs of the times, againft herefy and

innovations ; exhorting the people to frequent fhe church, to

hear maffes, to ufe frequent confeffions, and to pray to our lady

and all the faints. All this artful management, together with

great exterior piety, virtue, and aufterity of life, not only de-

ceived the vulgar, but many far above the vulgar, fuch as fir

Thomas
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Thomas More, bifhop Fifher, archbifhop Warham ; the la ft of
whom appointed commiflioncrs to examine her. She was now
inftrucled to fay, in her counterfeit trances, that the bit fled

Virgin had appeared to her, and afiurcd her that fhe fhould

never recover, till fhe went to vifit her image, in a chapel dedi-

cated to her in the parifh of Aldington. Thither fhe accord-

ingly repaired, proceflionally and in pilgrimage as it were, at-

tended by above 3000 people and many perfons of quality of

both fexes. There fhe fell into one of her trances, and uttered

many things in honour of the faints and the popifh religion : for

herfelf fhe faid, that, by the infpiration of God, {lie was called

to be a nun, and that Dr. Booking was to be her ghoftly father.

Dr. Hocking was a canon of Chrift church in Canterbury, and
an aflbciate in carrying on the impofture. Meanwhile, the arch-*

biihop was fo fatisfied with the reports made to him about her,

as to order her to be put into the nunnery of St. Sepulchre, Can-
terbury ; where fhe pretended to have frequent inspirations and
virions, and alfo to work miracles for all fuch as would make a

profitable vow to our lady at the aforefaid chapel in the parifh

of Aldington. Her vifions and revelations were alfo carefully

collected and inferted in a book, by a monk called Deering.

The priefts, her managers, having thus fucceeded in the im-
pofture, now proceeded to the great objecl: of it ; and Elizabeth

Barton was directed publicly to announce, how God had re-

vealed to her, that, " in cafe the king fhould divorce queen
Catherine of Arragon, and take another wife during her life,

his royalty would not be of a month's duration, but he fhould

die the death of a villain." Bifhop Fifher, and others, in the in-

tereft of the queen, and of the romifh religion, hearing of this,

held frequent meetings with the nun and her accomplices ; and*

at the fame time, feduced many perfons from their allegiance,

particularly the fathers and nuns of Sion, the Charter-houfe and

Sheen, and fume of the obfervants of Richmond, Greenwich,
and Canterbury. One Peto, preaching before the king at Green-
wich, denounced heavy judgements upon him to his face ; telling*

him, that " he had been deceived by many lying prophets;

while himfelf, as a true Micaiah, warned him, that the dogs

fhould lick his blood, as they had licked the blood of Ahab."
Henry bore this outrageous infult with a moderation very re-

markable for him : but, to undeceive the people, he appointed

Dr. Curwin to preach before him the Sunday following, who
juftilied the king's proceedings, and branded Peto with the

epithets of " rebel, flanderer, dog, and traitor." Curwin, how-
ever, was interrupted by a friar, and called u a lying prophet,

who fought to ettablifh the fucceffion to the crown by adul-

tery ;" and proceeded with fuch virulence, that the king w as-

obliged to interpofe, and command him to be filent : yet, tl

9 Veto
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Peto nnd the friar were afterwards fummoned before the council,

they were only reprimanded for their infolence.

Encouraged by this lenity of the government, the ecclefiaftics

in this conspiracy refolved to publifh the revelations of the nun,

in their fermons, throughout the kingdom : they had communi-
cated them to the pope's ambafladors, to whom they aifb intro-

duced the maid of Kent ; and they exhorted queen Catherine

to perfifl in her refolutions. At length this confederacy began

to be a very ferious affair, and Henry ordered the maid and her

accomplices to be examined in the ftar-chamber. Here they

confefied all the particulars of the impoilure ; and afterwards

appeared upon a fcaffold eredred at St. Paul's Crofs, where the

articles of their confeffion were publicly read in their hearing.

Thence they were conveyed to the Tower, until the meeting of

parliament ; who, having considered the affair, pronounced it a

confpiracy againft the king's life, and crown. The nun, with

her confederates, mailers Becking, Deering, &c. were attainted

of high treafon, and executed at Tyburn, April 20, 1534 -, where

ihe confefied the impofture, laying the blame on her accomplices

the priefts, and craving pardon of God and the king.

It is remarkable, that the hiltorian Sanders, in his latin work

upon certain martyrs for popery, under Henry VIII. and Eliza-

beth, would willingly reckon this nun and her people among
them, though thfcir own confeffions juftified their condemna-
tion: fuch is oftentimes the effrontery of religious zeal.

BARW1CK (John), a very eminent divine, was born at

Witherflack in Weilmoreland, on the 20th of April 16 1?,

and educated at Sedberg-fchool in Yorkfhire, where, fays Mr.
Granger, " he gave many early proofs of an uncommon capa-

city, and. particularly diitinguiihed himfelf by acting the part of

Hercules, in one of Seneca's tragedies." In the eighteenth ye-ar

of his age he was lent to St. John's college, Cambridge, where
he prefently outfhone all oi and (landing? and was fo

remarkable for his abilities, that, when he was little more than

twenty years of age, he was chofen by the members of his col-

lege to plead their caufe in a controverted eleclion of a mailer,

which was heard before the privy-council. In the time of the

civil war, he war, instrumental in lending the Cambridge plate

to the king; publilhed the Querela Cantabrigieniis, in which he

lead the chief hand ; and wrote againft the covenant. He after-

wards retired to London, where he undertook to manage the

king's correspondence between that city and Oxford ; which he
executed with great dexterity and addrefs. He alio carried on
a iecret correspondence with Charles, whiUl he was at Carif-

brook-cafUe ; and was, on many other occasions, of lingular fer-

vice to him. After the decapitation of his royal mafter, he
ferved his ion and fucceilb;', king Charles II. with the fame

zeal
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zeal and fidelity. He was a man of extraordinary fagacity, had
a fertile invention, an enterprifing genius, as well as great

courage and pfefence of mind. He was at length betrayed by
one Bollock, belonging to the poft-office •, and underwent a long

and fevcre imprifonment in the Tower of London. Here, how-
ever, though (hut up in a dungeon, and otherwife treated with
extreme rigour, yet, by the force of temperance (confining him-
felf to a vegetable diet and to the drinking of water), he re-

covered from a dangerous and inveterate diitemper. Upon his

enlargement, he renewed his correfpondence with the king, and
is faid to have furmfhed lord Clarendon with a great part of the

materials for his hiftory. He conveyed money to his majefty,

fays Mr. Granger, after the execution of Dr. Hewit ; and was
fo dexterous in all his conveyances, that he even eluded the

vigilance of fecretary Thurloe.

Upon the relloration of king Charles II. he was offered by
his majefty, as a reward for his merit, firft the biihopric of

Sodor and Man, and afterwards that of Carlifie ; but he refufed

them both, and contented himfelf with the deanery of Durham,
together with the re£tory of Houghton-le-Spring which he had
fome time before obtained. In 1661, he exchanged the deanery

of Durham for that of St. Paul's, London ; which laft, though
lefs valuable than the former, he readily accepted, confeious that

his being called to it was folely for the fervice of the church.

This new preferment he enjoyed about three years, dying of a

pleurify on the 2 2d of October 1664, and was interred in St.

cathedral.

BARWICK (Peter), phyfician, brother to John Barwick,

dean of St. Paul's : a man of uncommon fkill and diligence in his

profeifion, was very fuccefsful in the fmall-pox, and in feveral

kinds of fevers. He wrote the life of the dean his brother in

pure and elegant latin, which was publifhed with a preface by
Mr. Hilkiah Bedford, 1721, large 8vo. His defence of the Eikon
Bafilike againft Dr. Walker, difcovers the peevifhnefs of old

age, though much loyalty. He wrote an excellent defence of Dr.
Harvey's do£lrine of the circulation of the blood. He was re-

fpecled by all that knew him for his abilities and great humanity.

Died Aug. 1 705.
BARZERINI, the furname of Abdalmumen, more known

under the appellation of Nahui Zadeh. He is author of the

Hafchiat, i. e. the poltills to the book of Samarcandi, intituled,

Adab al bahath, of the method that ought to be obferved in

difputes.—There is another Barzerini, commonly called Hagi,

or Hadi Zadeh, who compofed in turkifh verfe the book in-

tituled, Erkian al khamis al Eflamiat, the five columns or grounds

of mufulmanifm.
BAS (Le), a famous french engraver ; had an happy expref-

fion
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£on in engraving landscapes and fea pieces. His fet of prints,

after Vernet, in conjunction with Cochin, are very finely exe-

cuted, particularly Antibes and Cette. His pieces in the col-

lection intituled, The Cabinet de Crozat, have merit. His
Village Recompence, from Claud Lorain, is admirable. His
other belt pieces are, Flemifh feafts after Berghen, Teniers and
Wouvermans. All the feafis of Strafbourg, on occafion of the

king's recovery. Ditto of Havre-^de- Grace—The works of Te-
niers, &c. Died fince 1765.
BASIL (St.), bifhop of Crefarea in Cappadocia, where he

Was born in the year 326. He received the fir ft part of his

education under his father. He went afterwards and ftudied

under the famous Libanius at Antiochia and Conftantinople,

and from thence to Athens ; where, finifhing his itudies, he
returned to his native country in 3^5, and taught rhetoric.

Some time after he travelled into Syria, iEgypt, and Libya, to

vifit the monasteries of thefe countries ; and the monaftic life

fo much fuited his difpofition, that upon his return home he
refolved to follow it, and became the firit inititutor thereof in

Pontus and Cappadocia. Eufebius bifhop of Caefarea conferi'ed

the order of priefthood upon Bafd, who foon after retired into

his folitude, having had fome mifunderftanding with his bifliop ;

however, he came to a reconciliation with him about three

years after, and his reputation was at length fo great, that, upon
the death of Eufebius, in 370, he was chofen his fuccefTor. It

was with fome difficulty that he accepted of this dignity ; and
no fooner was he raifed to it, than the emperor Valens began
to perfecute him becaufe he refufed to embrace the do£trine of

the Arians. Valens came twice to Crefarea, and finding he was
not able to influence Bafil, refolved to banifh him from that place.

He ceafed at length, however, to moleft Bafil, who now began
to ufe his utmolt endeavours to bring about a re-union betwixt

the ealtern and weftern churches, then much divided about

feme points of faith, and in regard to Meletius and Paulinus,

two bilhops of Antiochia. The weftern churches acknowledged
Paulinus for the lawful bifhop, and would have no communion
with Meletius, who was fupportcd by the eaftern churches. But
all his efforts were ineffectual, this difpute not being terminated

till nine months after his death. Bafil was likewife engaged in

fome contefts relating to the divifion the emperor had made of

Cappadocia into two provinces. Anthimus, bifliop of Tayane,
the metropolis of the new province, was defireus to extend his

limits, which Bafil oppofed. They contefted chiefly about a little

village named Zazime. Bafil, in order to preferve it in his ju-

rifdicYion, erected a bifhopric, and gave it to his friend Gregory
of Nazianzen, but Anthimus took pofleflion before him ; and Gre-
gory, who loved peace, retired from thence. Bafil had alfo fome

Vol. II. K difputes



i 3o .
BASINGSTOKE.

difputes with Euftathius, and wrote feveral letters againft him i

he wrote Iikewife againft. Apollinaris, and had a fhare in all the

difputes which happened in his time in the eaft concerning the

doctrine of the church. He died the ift of January 379.
There have been feveral editions of St. Bafii's works in greek

and latin. The firft was that of Venice, 1535, in greek: the

laft and belt is that of Paris, in 1721, 1722, and 1730, by the

benedicYine monks, in 3 vols, folio, greek and latin.

BASILIDES, a famous theologian of the fecond century, and

head of the feci: called after him Bafi'idians. He was born at

Alexandria in t'gypt, and became a difciple of Menander, though

he gave himielf out as the difciple of Giaucia, the interpreter

of St. Peter. He wrote many books, which are now loft. Cle-

mens Alexandrinus, cites the 23d of his explications of the

gofpel, but of what gofpel is doubtful : probably it might be

one written by him, and which bore his name. In imitation of

Pythagoras he obliged his fcholars to a five years filence, teach-

ing them to know all, and penetrate all •> themfelves being in-

visible, and unknown. Know yourfelf, fays he, and let nobody

know you. The many muft not, and cannot know their affairs

;

but only one of a thoufand, and two of ten thoufand. It is

not at all proper for you to blurt out your myfteries, but to re-

tain them in filence. In the early times of chriftianity it was
common to be initiated into the regyptian myfteries, wherein

the fame rule was ftrictly obferved ; as lamblicus fpeaks, " What
belongs feldom and lately to one, towards the end of his facred

office, this we ought not to difcover in common to all ; no, nor

to fuch who are newlv entered into the myfteries 5 nor even

to fuch as are got half way." After he had fpreacl his doctrine

over the greateft part of ./Egypt, he died at Alexandria about

the year 1 30, according to Fleury, and in 133, according to Jerom
and Tillemont.

BASINGSTOKE, or BASINGE (John), a diftingtriftetl K-
terator of the xiiith century, was a native of Bnlingftoke in

Hampfhire. He ftudied firft at Oxford, and afterwards at Paris,

where he continued feveral years. Kc travelled to Athens, from

whence he brought a great number of greek MSS. to England,

and is faid to have introduced the ufe of the greek numeral

figures here. He was a man of confiderable learning confider-

ing the age he lived in. He was preferred to the archdeaconry

of London, and not long after to that of Leicefter, by Robert
Groftete, bifhop of Lincoln, with whom he was very intimate.

He was a great promoter of greek learning. He died, according

to Leland, in the reign of Henry III. 1252. His works are fer-

mons, and a book intituled, P^rrticuhe fententiarum per diftinc-

tiones : befides other compofitions and tranfiations, as, the Do-
natus of the greeks, which he tranflated out of greek into latin.

BASIRE,
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BASIRE (Dr. Isaac), born in the ifle of Jerfey, in the be-

ginning of the xviith century ; was educated in the university

of Cambridge, where he commenced doctor in divinity. He was
king's chaplain, and archdeacon of Northumberland in the year

1640. When the rebellion broke out, he retired to Oxford, where
he preached frequently before the king. In the year 1646, when
the king was forced to quit the field, Dr. Bafire travelled into

the Streights and Levant, to recommend the doctrine and con-

stitution of the church of England to the greeks, &c. Being

in the Morea, he preached twice in greek, at a meeting of fome
of the bifhops and clergy, being requested to that performance

by the metropolitan of Achaia. From thence he embarked for

Syria, where continuing fome months at Aleppo, he made an

acquaintance with the patriarch of Antioch. From Aleppo he
travelled over Palestine, and went to Jerufalem, where he was
very refpeclfully received by the clergy, and religious, both of

the greek and latin church ; from the la ft of which, he had the

privilege of viewing the temple of the Sepulchre, at the rate,

and under the character of a pried. And now returning to

Aleppo, he payed the Euphrates into Mefopotamia, from whence
he took a range to Constantinople in 1653 ; and flaying fome
time in this city, he moved homeward as far as Tranfylvania,

where he was entertained by prince George Ragotzi II. who
preferred him to the divinity profeiTor's chair. Upon the re-

storation of king Charles II. he returned to England ; was re-

poiTeiTed of his archdeaconry, and made prebendary of Durham.
He was a perfon cf considerable parts and learning, and remark-

ably loyal. He died in October 1676. His works are : Deo &
Ecclefire facrum, or Sacrilege arraigned and condemned by St.

Paul, Rom. ii. 22. Diatriba de Antiqua Ecciefise Britannicce

libertate. A letter to fir Richard Brown, relating his travels, and
endeavours to propagate the knowledge of the doctrine and dis-

cipline, eftablifhed in the britannic church, among the Greeks,

Arabians, &c. The hiftory of the englifh and fcotch prefbytery,

&c. The dead man's real fpeech ; being a fermon preached at

the funeral of bifhop Cofms, &c.
BASKERVILLE (John) [t]. This celebrated printer wag

born at Wolverley, in the county of Worcester, in 1706,
heir to a paternal eitate of 60 1. per annum, which fifty years

after, while in his own poflemon, had increafed to ool. He was
trained to no occupation, but in 1726 became a writing-master

at Birmingham.—In 1737 he taught at a fchool in the bull-

ring, and is faid to have written an excellent hand.

As painting fuited his talents, he entered into the lucrative

branch of japanning, and refided at No. 22, in Moor-street ; and
in 1745 he took a building leafe of eight acres two furlongs,

[t] Hut ton, Hiftory of Birmingham.

K 2. north-
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north-weft of the town, to which he gave the name of Eafy

Hill, converted it into a little Eden, and built a houfe in the

centre : but the town, daily increasing in magnitude and popu-

lation, foon furrounded it with buildings.—Here he continued

the bufinefs of a japanner for life: his carriage, each pannel of

which was a diftinct picture, might be confidered the pattern

card of his trade, and was drawn by a beautiful pair of cream-

coloured horfes.

His inclination for letters induced him, in 1 750, to turn his

thoughts towards the prefs. He fpent many years in the un-

certain purfuit, funk 600I. before he could produce one letter to

pleafe himfelf, and fome thoufands before the (hallow Stream of

profit began to flow.

His firft attempt in 1756 was a quarto edition of Virgil,

price one guinea, now worth feveral. He afterwards printed

Pavadife Loft, the Bible, Common Prayer, Roman and Englifh

Claffics, Sec. in various fizes, with more fatisfaction to the literary

world than emolument to himfelf.

In 1765, he applied to his friend the eminent and excellent

Dr. Franklin, then at Paris, to found the literati refpecting the

purchafe of his types ; but received for anfwer, " That the

French, reduced by the war of 1756, were fo far from being

able to purfue fchemes of tafte, that they were unable to repair

their public buildings, and fuffered the fcaffolding to rot before

them."

In regard to his private character, he was much of a hu-

mourist, idle in the extreme, but his invention was of the true

Birmingham model, active. He could well defign, but procured

others to execute : wherever he found merit he carefled it : he

was remarkably polite to the ftranger, fond of (hew : a figure ra-

ther of the fmaller fize, and delighted to adorn that figure with

gold lace. Although constructed with the light timbers of a

frigate, his movement was itately as a fhip of the line.

During the twenty-five lait years of his life, though then in

his decline, he retained the Angular traces of a handfome man.

If he exhibited a peevifh temper, we may confider that good-

nature and intenfe thinking are not always found together.

Tafte accompanied him through the different walks of agricul-

ture, architecture, and the fine arts. Whatever palled through

his fingers, bore the lively marks of John Bafkerville.

His averfion to chriftianity would not fuffer him to lie among
chriftians ; he therefore erected a maufoleum in his own grounds

for his remains, and died without iflue in 1775, at tne a§K of 69.

—Many efforts were ufed after his death, to difpofe of the types

;

but to the lafting difcredit of the britilh nation, no purchafer

could be found in the whole common-wealth of letters. The
uiuverfities coldly rejected the offer. The London bookfellers

o under-
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underftood no fcience like that of profit. The valuable property

therefore lay a dead weight till purchafed by a literary fociety

at Paris in 1779 for 3700I.

It is an old remark, that no country abounds with genius fo

much as this ifland ; and it is a remark nearly as old, that ge-

nius is no where fo little rewarded : how elfe came Dryden,

Goldfmith, and Chatterton to want bread ? Is merit like a

flower of the field, too common to attract notice ? or is the ufe

of money beneath the care of exalted talents ?

Invention feldom pays the inventor. If you afk what fortune

Bafkerville ought to have been rewarded with ? The moft which
can be comprifed in five' figures. If you farther a Ik what he
poiTefTed ? The lealr ; but none of it fqueezed from the prefs.

What will the fhade of this great man think, if capable of think-

ing, that he has fpent a fortune of opulence, and a life of genius,

in carrying to perfection the greateft of all human inventions,

and that his productions, flighted by his country, were hawked
over Europe in queft of a bidder ?

We mull revere, if we do not imitate, the tafte and oeconomy
cf the french nation, who, brought by the britifh arms in 1762 to

the verge of ruin, rifing above diftrefs, were able, in feventeen

years, to purchafe Bafkerville's elegant types, refufed by his own
country, and to expend an hundred thoufand pounds in print-

ing the works of Voltaire.

BASKERVILLE (Sir Simon), knight, of the ancient 'family

of the Bafkervilles in Herefordfhire, an excellent fcholar and
eminent phyfician, famous for his fkill in anatomv, and happy
pra£lice in the time of king James I. and king Charles I. born
at Exeter 157?, was the fon of Thomas Bafkerville, an apothe-

cary of that city ; who, obferving an early love of knowledge
and third after learning in his fon, gave him a proper education

for the univerfity, to which he was fent when about eighteen years

old, enteiing him of Exeter college, in Oxford, on the loth of

March, 159 r, putting him under the care of Mr. William Helm,
a man no lefs famous for his piety than learning ; under whofe
tuition he gave fuch early proofs of his love of virtue and know-
ledge, that he was on the firft vacancy elected fellow of that

houfe, before he had taken his bachelor's degree in arts, which
delayed his taking it till July 8, 1596, to which he foon after

added that of M. A. ; and when he was admitted, had parti-

cular notice taken of him for his admirable knowledge in the

languages and philofophy. After this, viz. 1606, he w?.s chofen

fenior proctor of the univerfity, when he bent his ftudy wholly

to phyfic, in the knowledge of which ufeful faculty he became
a moll eminent proficient, and was then in as great efteem at

the univerfity for his admirable knowledge in medicine, as he
had been before for other parts of learning, taking at once, by

K 3 accumu-
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accumulation (June 20, 16 n), both his degrees therein, viz.

that of bachelor and doctor. After many years ftudy and in-

dustry, leaving the univerfity, he came to London, where he

became of great eminency in his profeffion 9 being a member of

the college of phyficians, and for fome time alfo prefident there-

of. His high reputation for learning, great fkill and good fuc-

cefs in phylic, foon brought him into vogue at court, where he

"was fworn phyGcian to James T. and afterwards to Charles I.

with whom, Mr. Wood tells us, he was in fuch efteem for his

learning and accomplifhments, that he conferred the honour of

knighthood upon him. By his practice he obtained a very

plentiful eftate, and (hewed in his life a noble fpirit fuitable to

the largenefs of his fortune. What family he left befides his

wife, or who became heir to all his great wealth, we can no

ways find. He died July 5, 1641, aged 68, and was buried in

the cathedral church of St. Paul.—No phyfician of that age

could, we imagine, have better practice than he, if what is re-

ported of him be true, viz. that he had no lei's than one hundred

patients a week ; fo that it is not at all ftrange he mould amafs

fo great an heap of wealth as to acquire the title of Sir Simon
Bafkerville the rich[u].

BASNAGE (James), pallor of the Walloon church at the

Hague, born at Roan in Normandy, the 8th of Auguit 1653.

His father, Henry Bafnag'e, one of the ableit advocates in the

parliament of Normandy, finding him of a promifing genius,

fent him very young to Saumur, where he ftudied under the ce-

lebrated Tanaquil I'aber, who endeavoured,, but in vain, to dif-

fuade him from engaging in the miniftry. At feventeen years

of age, after he had made himfelf matter of the greek and latin

authors, as well as the englifh, fpanifh, and Italian languages,

he went to Geneva, where be began his divinity ftudies under

Meftrezat, Turretin, and 1 ronchin ; and finished them at Sedan,

under the profeffors Jurieu and Le Blanc de Beaulieu. When
he had completed his ftudies, he returned to Roan, where he

was received as minifter in 1676, in which capacity he remained

till 1685, when the exercife of the proteftant religion being

fuppreffed at Roan, he obtained leave of the king to retire to

Holland [%]. He fettled at Rotterdam, and was a minifter

pen fionary there till 169 1, when he was chofen paftor of the

Walloon church of that city. He had fome difputes with M.
Jurieu, which fomewhat diflurbed his repofc, though they did

not interrupt his ftudies or labours : M. Jurieu approved of the

revolt of the Cevennois, which M. Bafnage condemned.
In 1709, penfionary Heinfius got him chofen one of the

paftors of the Walloon church at the Hague, intending to. em-

£u] Biographia Britannica. [x] Niceron, torn. iv. p. 296.
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ploy him not only in religious but in" date affairs. He was em-
ployed in a fecret negotiation with marfhal d'Uxelles, plenipo-

tentiary of France at the congrefs of Utrecht ; and he executed

it with fo much fuccefs, that he was afterwards entrufted with

feveral important commiiTions, all which he difcharged in fuch

a manner as to gain a great character for aoilities and addrefs:

upon which a celebrated writer has faid of him*, that he was
fitter to be a minifter of Hate than of a parifih [y]. Cardinal

Bouillon, who was then in Holland, communicated to him all

his concerns with the dates. The abbe du Bois, who was at

the Hague in 1716, as ambafiador plenipotentiary from his molt

chriftian majefty, to negotiate a defenfive alliance between

France, England, and the States General, was ordered by the

duke of Orleans, regent of France, to apply himfelf to M.
Bafnage, and to follow his advice : they accordingly ac~led in

concert, and the alliance was concluded in January 1717 [z].

As a reward for his fervice, he obtained the reltitution of all

his eftate and effecls in France. M. Bafnage kept an epidolary

correfpondence with feveral. princes, noblemen of high rank,

and minifters of ftate, both catholic and proteftant, and with a

great many learned men in France, Italy, Germany, and Eng-
land. The catholics efteemed him no lefs than the protedants.

His conditution, which had been hitherto very firm, began

to give way in 1722, and a complication of diftempers carried

him off the 22d of December 1723 [a]. He was a man of the

utmoft fincerity and candour, even in the minuted affairs, which
lhine forth no lefs than his erudition in the numerous works he
has left.

BASNAGE (Henry), fieur de Beauval, fecond fon to Henry,
and brother to James, applied himfelf to the dudy of the law,

and was admitted advocate in the parliament of Roan, 1079.
He did not attend the bar immediately upon his admiliion, but

wrent to Valencia, where he dudied under M. de iVlarville.

Upon his return he pracYifed with great reputation till r ',87,

when the revocation of the edict, of Nantz obliged him to fly to

Holland, where he compofed the greated part of his works, and
died March 29, 17 10.

BASSAN (James du Pont), a painter, born 1510, in the

village of Bafiano, fituated in the republic of Venice. His fa-

ther Francis inftru&ed him in the firit principles of his art;

and the works of Titian and Parmefan, but above all a careful

ftudy of nature, enabled him to improve and difplay thofe happy
talents he had for painting [b] He lived chiefly in the country,

where he gave himfelf moitly to painting of landfcapes and ani-

[y] See Voltaire in his catalogue of [a] Ibid. torn. x. p. 147-

writers in the age ot Lewis XIV. [bJ Ditfbniaaire des beaux arts.

£zj Niceron, tom.iv. p. 297.
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mala* He had made himfelf well acquainted with hiftory, and

having likewife a good deal of knowledge in polite literature,

this furnifhed him with excellent fubjec"ts. He had great fuc-

cefs in landfcape and portraiture. He has alfo drawn feveral

night-pieces •, but it is faid he found great diihculty in repre-

fenting feet and hands, and for this reafon thefe parts are ge-

nerally hid in his pictures. Annibal Carrache, when he went

to fee BafTan, was fo far deceived by the reprefentation of a

book drawn upon the wall, that he went to lay hold of it.

BafTan was alfo a great lover of mufic, and ufed to amufe him-

felf with gardening •, and amongft the plants which he reared, we
are told that he would often intermingle the figures of ferpents

and other animals, drawn fo much to the life, that one could

hardly mifs being deceived. The pieces of this painter are fpread

over Europe : Titian purchafed many of them : there were feveral

alfo in the french king's cabinet in the royal palace, and in the

hotel de Touloufe. He died at Venice in 1592.

BASSANDYNE (Thomas). He was educated at Antwerp,

from whence he went to Paris, and afterwards to Leyden, where

he learned the art of printing; and, returning to Scotland 1558,

he joined himfelf to the Lords of the Congregation, as the refor-

mers were then called •, and afterwards let up a printing-houfe

in Edinburgh, where he printed an edition of the Bifhop's Bible,

in folio, 1576. lie printed feveral other pieces, but thefe are

now become fcarce. He died 1591.

BASSANTIN (James), a fcots aftronomer in the xvith cen-

tury, whofe writings have defervedly tranfmitted his memory to

pofterity, was the Ion of the laird of BafTantin in the Merfe, and

torn fome time in the reign of king James IV. He was fent

while young to the univerfity of Glafgow ; where, inftead of

applying himfelf to words, he fludied things; and, while other

young men of his age were perfecting themfelves in ftyle, he

arrived at a furprifing knowledge, for that time, in almoft all

branches of the mathematics. In order to improve himfelf in

this kind of knowledge, and to gratify his paffion for feeing

other countries, he travelled, foon after he quitted the college of

Glafgow, through the Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, and Ger-

many, fixing himfelf at laft in France, where he taught the ma-
thematics with applaufe, in the univerfity of Paris. He fell in

there with the common notions of the times, and was either

credulous enough to entertain a good opinion of judicial aftro-

logy, or had fo much addrefs, as to make the credulity of others

ufeful to him, by fupporting an erroneous fyftem, then in too

great credit for him to demolifh, even if that had been his in-

clination. For the humour of believing fuch kind of predic-

tions never ran fo ftrcng as at this time, nor ran any where

ftronger than in that country. At laft, having a defire to fee

his
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lus relations, and fpend his remaining days in his own country,-

he refolved to quit France, where he had acquired a high re-

putation and fome fortune, and returned home in the year 1562.

It feems he made his journey through tngland 5 and, as he was
entering the borders of his native country, ho met fir Robert

Melvil, a very worthy gentleman, and a mod loyal raid faithful

fervant to his unfortunate miftrefs, Mary queen of ^cots; with

whom he entered into a conversation on the then ftate of affairs,

which gained him the reputation of being deeply verfed in thofe

ityled the occult fciences. But, whoever maturely weighs what
parted in that conference, of which we have a moil authentic;

account, will fee good reafon to believe, that our learned author

was more a politician than a prophet, or elfe that he talked at

random, and on falfe or precarious principles. It does not at

all appear in what manner he fpent the remainder of his life,

after he came back to Scotland ; but it is certain he did not.

furvive long, fince his deceafe happened, as thofe who were well

acquainted with him atteft, in 1568. As to his learning, we
are told by thofe who admired it molt, it lay not in languages,

of which, except his mother-tongue, he knew none thoroughly,

though he fpoke and taught in french, but in a very incorrect

manner, and wrote much worfe. He had very clear notions in

rnoft parts of his writings, and was far from being a contemptible

aftronomer, though the commendations bellowed on him by
fome authors very far furpafs his deferts. He was too much
tinctured with the fuperftition of the times, not to intermix a

vaft deal of falfe, and even ridiculous fluff" in his writings, on-

the virtuous afpecls, and influences of the planets
; yet in other

refpects he fliews much good fenfe and indullry, which render

his works very well worth reading, and ought to fecure both

them and his memory from oblivion, as they are fo many in-

dubitable teftimonies of his merit. As to his religion, he is re-

ported to have been a zealous proteitantj and, with regard to

his political principles, he is faid to have adhered to the famous
earl of Murray, then ftruggling for that power which lie after-

wards obtained.-—The works publiflied by our author were
thefe : 1 . Aftronomia, Jacobi Baffantini Scoti, opus abfolutif-

fimum, &c In englifh thus : The aftronomy of John Baffantin,

a Scot ; a complete work ; wherein whatever the mod expert

mathematicians have obferved in the heavens is digefted into

fuch order, and in fo exacxa method, that every one may hence-

forward apprehend whatever, as to the liars and planets, their

orbs, motions, paffions, &c. can be delivered •, a work large and
learned, now thrice publiflied in latin and french. Geneva, 1599,
fol. 2. Paraphrafe de l'Aftrolabe, avec une amplification de l'ufage

de l'aftrolabe. Lyons, 1555; and again at Paris 1617, 8vo.

3. Super mathematica genethliaca ; i. e. of the calculation of

nativities.
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nativities. 4. Arlthmetica. 5. Mufica fecundum Platoni. 6. Dc
Mathefi in gencre.—The very titles of his works, joined to the

age in which he flourifhed, fulliciently juftify his right to a

place in this work : and, though he might have foibles, yet

without doubt his practical Ikill was great, and the pains he
took contributed not a little to bring in that accuracy and cor-

rectnefs in obfervations, which have effectually exploded thofc

fuperltitions to which, with other great men, he was too much
addicted [c].

BASSET (Peter) [d], a gentleman of a good family, and
a writer in the xvth century, was chamberlain to king Henry V.
He was a conftant attendant on that brave prince, and an eye
witnefs of moft of his glorious actions, all which he particularly

defcribed, and faithfully related. For beginning at his tendereit

years, he gave a full account of his expeditions into France, his

glorious victories in that country, his honourable peace with
Charles VI. ; his marriage with the princefs Catherine, his co-

ronation at Paris, and finally his death, and the coronation of

his ion Henry VI. Thefe feveral remarkable events, Peter Baffet

compriled in one volume, which he intituled, " The actes of

Henry V." This book was never printed ; but is extant in MS.
in the college of Heralds, and perhaps infome other places. He
makes Henry V. to have died of a pleurify, which is contrary

to what all the other hiftorians affirm.—Peter Baffet flourifhed

about the year 1430.

BASSITH AL KHAIATH, author of a treatife on prayer,

with the title, Eradat al thaleb u afadat al vaheb ; The defire

of him who afks or prays, and the advantage that God grants

to him that prays. Khaiath fignifies a Taylor. The mufulmans,
raifed to offices and pofts of honour, think it no difgrace to

bear the names of the arts which they themfelves or their fa-

thers have followed.

BASSOMPIERRE (Francois de), colonel-general of the

fwifs guards, and marechal de France in 1622, was born in Lor-
raine of a family of diftinction in the year 1579. The cardinal

de Richelieu, who had to complain of his cauftic tongue, and
who dreaded all thofe by whom he thought he might one day
be eclipfed, caufed him to be clapped up in the Eaflilie in 163 1.

Baffompierre had forefeen the afeendancy which the capture

of Rochelle, the bulwark of the proteflants, would give to

that minifler ; and therefore was heard to fay on that occafion :

You will fee that we fhall be fools enough to take Rochelle.

He paffed the time of his confinement in reading and writing.

One day as he was bufily turning over the leaves of the Bible ;

Malleville afked him what he was looking for ? " A paffage

fc] Biographia Rritar.nica. £dJ Ibid. vol. i. p. 678.

that
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that I cannot find," returned the marechal. This paffage was a

•way to get out of prifon. Here he compofed his Memoirs,

printed at Cologne in 1665, 3 vols. Like the generality of this

fort of books, it contains" fome curious anecdotes, and a great

many trifles They begin at 1 598, and terminate in 163 1. His

detention laited twelve years. It was not till after the death of

Richelieu that he regained his liberty. There is alfo by him
a Relation of his embailies, much efteemed, 1665 and 1668,

2 vols. 12 v;o ; likewife Remarks on the hiftory of Louis XIII.

by Dupleix, in ivrao. a work fomewhat too fatirical, but curi-

ous. BafTompierre lived till the 12th of October 1646 : he was
found dead in his bed. He was a great dealer in bons-mots,

which were not always delicate. On his coming out of the

Baftille he was become extremely corpulent, for want of exer-

cife. The queen afked him : Quand il accoucheroit ?—Quand
j'aurais trouve une fage femme, anfwered he ; which will not

bear a tranflation, as the wit turns on the double meaning
of fage femme, which fignifies either a midwife, or a fenfible

woman. Louis XIII. alked him his age, almoft at the fame
time : he made himfelf no more than fifty. The king feeming

furprifed :
" Sir," anfwered BafTompierre, I fubtratr. ten years

paffed in the baftille, becaufe I did not employ them in your

fervice." Although he had been employed in embaffies, nego-

tiation was not his principal talent ; but he poflefled other

qualities that qualified him for an ambaffador. He was a very

handfome man, had great prefence of mind., was affable, lively,

and agreeable, of a noble politenefs, and an uncommon gene-

rofity. After his liberation from the baftille, the duchefs of

Aiguillon, niece of the cardinal de Richelieu, offered him five

hundred thouland livres to difpofe of as he fhould think pro-

per :
" Madam (faid BafTompierre, as he thanked her), your

uncle has done me too much harm, to allow me to receive fo

much good of you." He fpoke all the languages of Europe with

the fame facility as his own. Play and women were his two
predominant paffions. Being fecretly informed that he was to

be arretted, he rofe before day, and burnt upwards of fix thou-

fand letters, which he had received from ladies of the city and
the court.

B wSTA (George), originally of Epire, was born at Rocca
near Tarentum. The duke of Parma, under whom he ferved,

was highly fatisfied with the fuccefs of all the affairs he en-

truited him with. In 1596 he threw provifions into Fere, be-

fiegcd by Henry IV. This enterprife was executed with a fe-

crecy and celerity that did him great honour. The emperor
afterwards engaged him in his fervice. He fignalized himfelf

in Hungary and in Tranfylvania, where he conquered and re-

duced
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duced the rebels. He died in or near the year 1607, and left

two treatifes on Military Difcipline, which are held in efteem

;

the one intituled, Le Maitre du camp general, Venice, 1606.

The other turns on the manner of conducting the light cavalry,

Bruffels, 1624, 4to. Thefe two works are in Italian.

BASTARD (Thomas) [e"], a clergyman and poet, was born at

Blandford in Dortletfhire, and educated at Winchefter-fchool

;

from whence he removed to New College, Oxford, where he

was chofen perpetual fellow in 1588, and two years after took

the degree of B. A. But indulging too much his paffion for

fatire, he was expelled the college for a libel. Not long after

he was made chaplain to the earl of Suffolk, through whole in-

tereft he became vicar of Beer Regis, and reclor of Hamer in

his native country, having fome time before taken the degree of

M. A. He was a perfon of great natural endowments, a cele-

brated poet, and in his latter years an excellent preacher. His

conversation was witty and facetious, which made his company
be courted by all ingenious men. He was thrice married, as

appears from one of his epigrams. Towards the latter end of

his life, being disordered in his fenfes, and thereby brought into

debt, he was confined in the prifon in All-Hallows parifh in

Dorcheiler ; where dying in a very obfcure and mean condition,

he was buried in the church yard belonging to that parifh

April the 19th, 161 8»

BASTON (Robert) [f], a poet of fome note in the xivth

century, and author of feveral works [g], was born in York-

shire, not far. from Nottingham. In his youth he became a

carmelite monk, and afterwards prior of the convent of that

order at Scarborough. He was likewife poet laureat and public

orator at Oxford. King Edward I. in his expediton into Scot-

land in 1304, took him with him in order to celebrate his vic-

tories over the Scots. But our poet being taken prifoner by

the enemy, was obliged by torments to change his note, and
fing the fuccefies of Robert Bruce. Our author's poetry was

fomewhat barbarous, but not contemptible for the age in which
he lived. He died about 13 10, and was buried at Nottingham.

BASTWICK (Dr. John), an englifh phyfician of the laft

century, who, however, was more diftinguifhed by the punifh-

xnent he fuffered for writing, than for what he had written. He
war. born at Writtie in Efl'ex, 1593, and of Emanuel college,

Cambridge ; but, leaving the univerfity without a degree, he

fE]
Biosroph. Brit. 5. De Sacerdotum T.uxuriis. 6 Contra

rj Ibid. Artitlas. 7. De Divite et Lazaro. 3. Epif-

[g] Bale and Pits mention the follow- tola? ad Diveifos. o. Sermones Syno-

ing : 1. De Strivilrienii Obfidiofie. 2. De dales. io. A book of poems 11. Avo.
altero Scotorum bello. 3. De Scotire guer- lume of tragedies and corned ie* in eng->

tis variis. 4. De variis mundi nutibus. li:!i.

travelled
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travelled for nine years ; and was made doctor of phyfk at

Padua. He printed at Leyden, 1624, a fmall piece, intituled,

Elenchus Religionis Papiilicze, in quo probatur neque Apollo-

licam, neque Catholicam, imo neque Romanam efle. 24to.

Afterwards, in England, he publifhed Flagellum Pontiiicis et

Epifcoporum latialium : and though he declared, in the preface,

that he intended nothing againfl fuch biihops as acknowledged

their authority from kings and emperors ;
yet our engiifh pre-

lates imagining that fome things in his book were levelled at

them, he was cited before the high com million court, fined

1000 1. and fentenced to be excommunicated, to be debarred the

practice of phyfic, to have his book burnt, to pay colts of fuit,

and to remain in prifon till he made a recantation. Accordingly,

he was confined two years in the Gate-houfe, where he wrote

Apologeticus ad Prseiu'es Anglicanos, &c. and a book called

The New Litany ; in which he taxed the bifhops with an in-

clination to popery, and exclaimed againfl the feverity and in-

juflice of the high-commiilion's proceedings againfl him. For
this he was fentenced to pay a fin; of 5000I. to Hand in the

pillory in Palace Yard, Weftrninifter, and there lofe his ears,

and to fuffer perpetual imprifonment in a remote part of the

kingdom. The fame fentence was, the fame year, 1637, palled

and executed upon Prynne and Burton. Laflwick was con-

veyed to Launceilon caftle in Cornwail, and thence removed to

St. Mary's callle in the Ifle of Scilly, where nobody, not even his

wife, was permitted to vifit him. The houfe of commons, how-
ever, in 1640, ordered him, as well as the others, to be brought

back to London -, and they were attended all the way thither

by vafl multitudes of people, with loud acclamations of joy.

The feveral proceedings again ft, them were voted illegal, unjuft,

and againfl the liberty of the fubjed ; their fentence reverted ;

their fine remitted; and a reparation of 5000 1. each, to be

made them out of the eltates of the archbilhop of Canterbury,

the high-commiinoners, and other lords, who had voted againfl

them in the flar-ehamber.

Baftwick was alive in 1648 : when he died is uncertain.

BATE (John)[h], prior of the monaflery of Carmelites at

York in the xvth century, was born in Northumberland, and
educated at York in the fludy of the liberal arts •, in which he
was greatly encouraged by the favour of fome perfons, his pa-

trons, who were at the expence of fending him to Oxford to

finiih his fludies. Hate abundantly anfwered the hopes con-

ceived of him, and became an eminent philofopher and divine,

and particularly famous for his fkill in the greek tongue. He
took the degree of D. D. at Oxford, and afterwards diftinguifhed

[h] Biograpli. Britan.

himfelf
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himfelf as an author [i]. He died the 26th of January 1429,
the beginning of K. Henry the 6th's reign.

BATE (George), an eminent phyfician, born at Maid's

Morton, near Buckingham, 1608 [k]. At fourteen years of age

he became one of the clerks of New college in Oxford : from
whence he was removed to Queen's college, and afterwards to

St. Edmund's hall. When he had taken the degrees of bachelor

and mafter of arts, he entered on the phyfic line 5 and having

taken a degree in that faculty in 1^20,, he obtained a licence,

and for fome years praclifed in and about Oxford : his practice

was chiefly amonglt the puritans ; who at that time confidered

him as one of their party. In 1637 he took his degree of doctor

in phyfic, and became very eminent in his profeifion, fo that

when king Charles kept his court at Oxford, he was his prin-

cipal phyfician. When the king's affairs declined, Dr. Bate re-

moved to London, where he accommodated himfelf fo well to

the times, that he became phyfician to the Charter-houfe, fellow

of the college of phyficians, and afterwards principal phyfician

to Oliver Cromwell. Neverthelefs, upon the reftoration he got

into favour with the royal party, was made principal phyfician

to the king, and fellow of the Royal Society, and this, we are

told, was owing to a report raifed on purpofe by his friends,

according to Mr. Wood, that he gave the protector a dofe which
haftened his death. Dr. Bate wrote in latin an account of the

late commotions in England, and fome other pieces [l]. He
died at his houfe in Hatton-garden, 1669, and was buried at

Kingflon upon Thames.
BATE (Julius) [m], was an intimate friend of the celebrated

Hutchinfon (as we learn from Mr. Spearman's life of that re-

markable author) ; by whofe recommendation he obtained from
Charles duke of Somerfet a prefentation to the living of Sutton

[ij He wrote, T. On the conflruftion of this work was printed at London in

of the parts of fpecch. i- On Porphyry's i'6i : in this he u-.ix adrfted by fome

univerfalia. 5. On Ariftotle's praedica- papers lent him by chancellor' Hyde. A
ments. 4. On Pot clanus's lix prineipi.s. third part was compofcd and pubiithed in

5. Queftions concerning the foul. 6. Of 1676, by Dr. Skinner,

the affumption of the virgin. 7 An in- He wrote alfo the ;hr< e following pieces:

troductioa to the fentences. 8. Thepraife 1. The royal apology, or the declamation

ot divinity. 9. A compendium of lo-ic. of the commons in parliament, Fe-bru-

10. An addrefs to the clergy of Oxford. ary 11, 1647. Printed 1048, in 410.

11. Synodical conferences. 1 2. Ddternti- 2. De rachitide, five moroo puerili, qui

nations on feveral queftions. i^.Acnurfe vulgo Rickets dicitur. 1650, 8vo. 3. After

of fennons for the whole year. 14. A his death there came out a Difpenfatory

preface to the Bible. by Mr. James Shipton, apothecary, inti-

Tk] Wood's Allien- Oxon. luled Pharmacopoeia Bateana, in qua oc-

[l] His latin work is intituled Elenchus toginta ciroiter pharmaca, pleraque omnia
motuum nuperorum in Anglia, fimul ac c praxi Gcorgii Batei regi Carolo II. pro-

juris regii ct parliamentarii brevis nar- tomedici execrpta. Lond. f6i

ratio. It was printed at Paris in 1649, [m] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols,

and at Francfort in 1650. A fecond part p. 595.

in
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in Suflex, near his feat at Petworth [n]. Mr. Bate attended

Hutchinfon in his lalt illnefs (1737), and was by him in a mod
flriking manner recommended to the protection of an intimate

friend, " with a ftricl: charge not to fuffer his labours to be-

come ufelefs by neglect." It having been reported that Hutchin-
fon had recanted the publication of his writings to Dr. Mead a,

little before his death ; that circumitar.ee was flatly contradicted

by a letter from Mr. Bate [oj, dated Arundel, January 20, 1759.
This learned writer died April 7, 1 77 1

.

BATECUMBE (William) [p], an eminent mathematician,

is fuppofed by Pits to have flourifhed about the year 1420. He
ftudied at Oxford, where he applied himfelf to natural philo-

fophy in general, bat chiefly to the mathematics, in which he
made a very great proficiency, as is evident by his writings [qJJ

[n] His publications were, i. An effay

to'\a:Js explaining the firft chapter of

Geneiis, in anfwer to Mr. Warburton *,

1741, t.vo. 2. The philofophical prin-

ciples of Mofes affected and defended

againft the mifieprefentationsof Mr. David

Jennings, 1744, 8vo. 3". Remarks upon

Mr. Warburton 's remarks, (hewing, that

the ancients knew there was a future itate,

and that the jews were not under an equal

providence, 174^, 8vo. 4. The faith of

the ancient jews in the law of Mofes and

the evidence of the types, vindicated in a

letter to Dr. Stebbing, 1 747, 8vo. 5. Micah
v. z. and Matthew ii. 6. reconciled, ) 7<lC),

8vo. 6. An hebrew grammar, formed

on the ufage of the words by the infpired

writeis, 1750, Svo. 7. The ufe and in-

tent of prophecy, and hiftory of the fall

cleared, 175^, 8vo. This was occafioned

by Middleton's examination of Sheilock.

8. The bleiTing of Judah and Jacob con-

sidered; and the aera of Daniel's weeks
afcertained, in two dilTertations, 17^3:,

8vo. 9. The integrity of the hebrew text

and many paiTages of fcripture vindicated

from the objections and milconftruftions

of Mr. Kennicot, 175=;, Svo." 10. A re-

ply to Dr. Sharp's review and defence

of his differtation on the fcripture-mean-

ing of liloim and Bcrith, 17^", 8vo.

11. A reply to Dr. Sharp's review and

defence of his differtation on the fcrip-

ture-meaning of Berith. With an Ap-
pendix in anfwer to the Docloi's dif-

courfe on cherubim, part ii. 17:5, Svo.

12. Remarks upon Dr. Benfon's fer-

mon on the gofpel method of juitifka-

tion, 1755, Svo. 13. Critica hebraea, or a

hebrew englifh dictionary without points,

&C. 17617, ^to. 14. A new and literal

tranflatiori from the original hebrew of
the Pentateuch of Mofes, and of the hif-

toricil books of the old Teftament, to the

end of the fecond book of kings; with
Notes critical and explanatory, i"?37,4to.

fo] Printed in Spearman's life of Hut-
i, p. xiii.—One fhort palfage from

it is here tranferibed :
" 1 was with Mr.

Hutchinfon all the illnefs that robbed us
of that invaluable life, and am pofitive Dr.

Mead was never with him but when I was
by, and it was but a few hours day or
night that I was from him. Mr. Hut-
chinfon had not been long ill, when he
took a difguft to Dr. Mead, and forbad

his farther attendance ; which the doctor

much wondered at, and fcemed greatly to

refent. Lucas, myfelf, audfomeboJy elfe,

I forgot who, were ftanding by the bed-
fii!e one day, when Dr. Mead came in, and
I believe it was the !aft time he was up<

flairs. ' Mr. Hutchinfon,' fays the doc-
tor, among other tilings, < I cannot help

looking upon you as one of the old pro-

phets, with his difciples ftanding about

him with concern and attention in their

faces, catching up the golden words as

they drop,' or to that effeft.— ' Doctor,'

fays Mr Hutchinfon, ' if I am a prophet,

what are you ? I have given you fucli

evidence ;—look to it before it is to»

late."

[r] Biog. Brit.

[qj He wrote, 1. De fphserse concavae

fabrica et ufu. 2. De fphaera folida.

3. De operatione aftrolabii. 4. Conclu-
fiones fophias.

* In the Preface to the Divine Legation, 1740, " one Julius Bale" is accufed, " ia

Conjunction with one Romaine, of betraying converfatioa and writing fictitious let-

ters."

in
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in that fcience, which introduced him to the intimacy and ac«

qualatance of the greateft men of thofe times. It is not known
when he died.

BATEMAN (William), bifhop of Norwich, was the founder'

of Trinity-Hall, which was originally an hotel or houfe of en-

tertainment for itudents. He erected this hotel into a col-

lege fill. He was a great mailer of the civil and canon law.

He died and was burled at Avignon, 1354.
BATES (William), an eminent nonconformift divine, born

November 1625, and educated at Cambridge fs]. He was en-

tered of Emanuel college, and thence removed to King's in

1644. He took the degree of bachelor of arts in 1647, and

was admitted doctor of divinity by the king's letters, dated

Nov. 9, 1660. Soon after the reftoration he was appointed

chaplain to Charles II. and was alfo for fome time minifter of

St. Dunftan's in the Weft, but ejected thence by the a£t of uni-

formity [t]. He was one of the commiffioners at the conference

at the Savoy in 1660, for reviewing the public Liturgy, and

nftifted in drawing up the exceptions againft the Common
Prayer. He was likewife chofen on the part of the minifters,

together with Dr. Jacomb and Mr. Baxter, to manage the dif-

pute againft Dr. Pearfon, afterwards bifhop of Chefter, Dr.

Gunning, afterwards bifhop of Ely, and Dr. Sparrow, afterwards

bifhop of Norwich.

When the parliament fat at Oxford, during the plague in

London, they paffed an a£t to oblige the nonconformifts to take

an oath, " That it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfo-

ever, to take arms againft the king j and that they abhorred the

treacherous pofition of taking arms by his authority againft his

perfon, or againft thofe that are commiffioned by him, in pur-

suance of fuch commiifion ; and that they would not at any

time endeavour any alteration in the government of church and

ftate. Thofe who refufed to take this oath were to be reftrained

from coming (except upon the road) within five miles of any

city or corporation, or any place which fent burgeffes to parlia-

ment. 1 he minifters finding the preflure of the act very great,

ftudied how to take the oath lawfully. Dr. Bates confulted the lord

keeper Bridgman, who promifed to be prefent at the next feflions,

and to declare from the bench, that by " endeavour to change the

government in church," was meant only unlawful endeavour."

This fatisfied Dr. Bates, who upon this took the oath with fevera.

others. He wrote a letter hereupon to Mr. Baxter 5 but the latter

tellsus,that all theargumentscontained therein feemed to him not

fufBcient to enervate the objections againft taking the oath [u].

[h] Canrab. Depict, [t] Reliquiae Baxterianse, &c. lib. i.

[s] Calarhy's account of minifters p. 12-229.

i xi A iiler.ceJ alter die reiteration, [u] Reliquiae Baxterianae, Sec. part iii.

»ol.i. p. 7J- P- *•

Dr.
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Dr. Bates bore an excellent character, and was honoured with

the friendfliip of the lord keeper Bridgman, the lord chancellor

Finch, the earl of Nottingham, and archbiihop Tillotfon [x].

He had been offered at the reftoration the deanry of Coventry

and Lichiield, which he refufed ; and, according to Dr. Calamy,

might have been afterwards raifed to any bifhopric in the king-

dom, if he would have conformed to the eftablifhed church. He
refided for the latter part of his life at Hackney near London,
and died in J 699, aged 7?. During his life he publifhed the

lives of feveral eminent perfons, in latin [yj ; and fince his death

his works have been printed in one volume in folio [z].

BATHALMIUSI, furname of Abu Mohammed Abdalla

ben Mohammed, who is ityled Fadhel al Adib, excellent in

human learning. We fometimes alfo find him called Ben Seid

Bathalbus and Bathalmius. He was of the family of AH:
for which reafon he bears the name of feid or lord, and died

in the year 421 of the hegira. The books of his compofing

are, 1. Adab al Cateb, The qualities requifite in a fecretary and

a good writer. 2. Ketab al Ansab, A book of genealogies.

3. Afbab al Khelaf, &c. A work in which he folves the dif-

ficulties occafioned by the diverfity of fentiments that are met
with among the doctors of the hanefian feci:.

BATHURST (Ralph •, an eminent latin poet, phyfician and

divine, born iri 1620, was educated in Trinity college, Oxford,

where he at firft applied himfelf to divinity ; but afterwards to

phyfic, and was employed as phyfician to the fick and wounded
of the navy. After the reftoration of Charles II. he returned

to the ftudy of divinity •, and having taken orders, was appointed

chaplain to the king, and admitted fellow of the Royal So-
ciety [a]. Sept. 1604, he Was elected prefident of Trinity col-

lege ; June 1670, was irtftalled dean of Yvrells ; and 1673 and

1674, lerved the office of vice-chancellor of the univerfity of

Oxford. April, 1691, he was nominated by king William and

queen Mary to the fee of Briftol, but refufed it, choofing rather

to refide in his college, the chapel of which he afterwards re-

built in a very elegant manner. He was a perfon of great

learning, and particularly celebrated for his poetical genius [b].

He

[x] Ibid. p. 34. Mr. Howe's funeral the third, thofe diftinguifhed for their

fermon on him. Lond. 1699. HisAbiidg- learning. Ada eruditorum, January 1603,

ment of Baxter, p. 5 \6. p. 12.

[v] Thefe lives were written by dif- [z] They confift of fermons and dif.

ferent perfons, and Dr. Bates colleded courfes on the mod important fubje£ts.

them into one volume, intituled " Vitas [a] Wood's Ath. Oxon.

felectorum aliquot virorum, qui doctrina, [b] There are publilhed the following

dignitate, aut pietate inclaruere, 1681," pieces by D. Bathurft :

4to. The lives are divided into three claf- 1. " Newes from the dead, or a true

fes : the firft contains the lives of princes and exacl narration, of the miiaculous de-

tfnd men of fuperior rank and quality: liveiance of Anne Green, who being exe-

thefecond, men of eminence in the church: cuted at Oxford, D:c. 14, 1^50, aiter-

Vol. II. L wariifc
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He died in 1704, in the 84th year of his age, and was buried iri

the chapel of Trinity college. His life has been lately well

written by Mr. Thomas Warton of Trinity college, Oxford.

BATHURST (Allen), earl, an englifh nobleman of diftin-

guifhed abilities, was fon of fir Benjamin Bathurft of Pauler's

Perry, Northamptonlhire, and born in St. James's fquare, Weft-
minfter, Nov. 16, 1684 [cj. His mother was Frances, daughter

of fir Allen Apfley, in SufTex, knt. After a grammatical education,

he was entered, at 1 ij, in Trinity college, Oxford ; of which his

uncle, dean Bathurft, was prefident [nj. In 1705, when juft of

age, he was chofen for Cirencefter in Gloucefterfhire, which bo-

rough he reprefented for two parliaments. He a£led, in the great

oppofition to the duke of Marlborough and the Whigs, under Mr.
Harley and Mr. St. John ; and, in Dec. 17 u, at that memorable
period, in which the adminiftration, to obtain a majority in the

upper houfe, introduced 12 new lords in one day, was made a

peer[E]. On the acceftion of George I. when his political friends

were in difgrace, and fome of them expofed to perfecution, he

continued firm in his attachment to them : he united, particularly,

in the protefts againft the acts of the attainder againft lordBoling-

broke and the duke of Ormoud. We have no fpeech of his record-

ed, till on Feb. 21, 17 1 8; from which period, for the fpace of 25
years, we ihall find that he took an active and diftinguifhed

part in every important matter which came before the upper

houfe •, and that he was one of the moft eminent oppofers of

the meafures of the court, and particularly of fir Robert Wal-
pole's adminiftration. For an account of thefe, however, we
refer to hiftory, and efpecially to the Hiftory and Proceedings

of the Houfe of Lords.

The principal circumftances of his private life are, as follow

:

In 1704, he married Catherine, daughter of fir Peter Apfley,

fon and heir of fir Allen aforefaid ; by whom he had four fons

and five daughters. In 1738, when Frederic prince of Wales
was at Bath, he paid lord Bathurft a vifit of fome days at Ciren-

cefter. In 1742, he was made one of the privy council. In

1 757, upon a change in the miniftry, he was conftituted trea-

wards revived, and by the c:ire of certain pacis cum Faederato Belgioftabilitre Crom-
phyficians there, is now perfectly reco- wello protectore, 1654. 3. In lereniffi-

veied ; together with the manner of her mum regem Carolum II. Britanniae fuae

fuffering, and the particular meanes ufed reftitu'tum, 1660. 4. In obitum celiiiTimi

for her recovery. Whereunto are prefixed principis Henrici ducis Gloceftrenfis, 1660.

certain poems, cafually written upon that 5. Gratulatio ob aufpicatiffimum fercnifii-

fubject. Oxf. 165T," 4to. mse principis Catharine Lufitunae, regi

2. " A poem on the death of Mr. Sel- Carolo II. defponfatse in Angliam appul-

den ; in Nichols's Select Collection." fum.^1663."

^. Several latin goems, printed in the [c] Jacob's Englifh Peerage. Biogra-

" Mufarum Anglicanarum analecta, viz. phia Brifan. 2d edit.

j. In libellum viri clariffimi Tho. Ilobbii [d"J Warton's Life of dean Bathurft.

4c natuia homiuisj 1650. 2. Gratulatio [eJ Collins 's Peerage.

furer
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furer to the prefent king, then prince of "Wales, and fo conti-

nued till the death of George II. At his majefty's acceffion,

in 1760, he was continued privy counfcllor ; but, on account

of his age, declined all employments : he had however a penfion

of 2000I. per annum. " I have attended parliament," fays he
to Swift, " many years, and have never found that I could do

any good ; I have, therefore, determined to look to my own
affairs a little :" and it has been faid, we believe juftly, that no
perfon of rank ever knew better how to unite otium cum digni-

tate. To uncommon abilities he added many virtues, inte-

grity, humanity, generofity: and to thefe virtues, good breeding,

politenefs, and elegance. His wit, tafte, and learning connected

him with all perfons eminent in this way, with Pope, Swift, Addi-

fon,&c.;and from the fewletters of his which are publifhed among
Swift's, his correfpondence muft have been a real pleafure to thofe

by whom it was enjoyed. He preferved, to the clofe of his life, his

natural cheerfulnefs and vivacity: he delighted in rural amufe-
ments, and enjoyed with philosophic calmnefs the (hade of the

lofty trees himfelf had planted. Till within a month of his death,

he conltantly rode out on horfeback, two hours in the morning,

and drank his bottle of wine after dinner. He ufed jocofely to de-

clare, that he never could think of adopting Dr. Cadogan's regi-

men, as Dr. Cheyne had allured him 50 years before, that he would
not live feven years longer, unlefs he abridged himfelf of his wine.

In 1772, he was advanced to the dignity of earl Bathurft.

He lived to fee his eldefl furviving fon, afterwards Henry earl

Bathurft, feveral years chancellor of England, and promoted
to the peerage by the title of baron Apfley. He died, after a

few days illnefs, at his feat near Cirencefter, Sept. 16, 1775,
in his 91ft year.

BATONI (Pompeo), was doubtlefs the greater! painter of

the prefent century, unlefs Raphael Mengs lhould be thought
to make that title disputable, .both arrived by various ways to

a point of perfection that was truly admirable. The one owed
his merit to nature, the other to philofophy. Batoni, without
knowing it, had the natural tafte ; Mengs had meditation and
ftudy for his guide. The former, like Apelles, was formed by
the graces ; the latter, like Protogenes, was educated by art.

The firft feemed to be more painter than philofopher, the other

more philofopher than painter j that more folid and fublime,

but this more natural.

Pompeo Batoni was born the 5th of February 170S, of Pau-
linus Batoni and Clara Selli his wife, at Lucca. His father,

who was by prcfeffion a goldfmith, devoted him to that art,

little as he was inclined to it of himfelf. Thus however he had
occafion to exercife himfelf in drawing, and to exhibit his ex-

cellent talent for painting. The honour (hewn by pope Bene-

L 2 diet
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dicl XIII. to the Lucchefes, by railing their epifcopal church.

into an archiepifcopal chair, induced them to prefent their

benefactor with a golden cup of extraordinary workmanfhip,
fuch as fhould be worthy the acceptance of the fovereign pontiff

The execution of this piece of work was entrufred to young
Batoni, and he fucceeded in it fo well, that his capacity was
now generally thought to be far fuperior to the trade of a
goldfmith ; and, at the inftance of his godfather Alexander
Quinigi, feveral patriotic noblemen formed themfelves into a

foeiety for fending him to the roman academy of painting, and
maintaining him there at their common expence.

It is worthy of obfervation, that till he had reached his feventh

year, he was fo dull, and at the fame time fo deformed, that

he had more the look of a mifhapen block than of a human
creature. It was not pofiible for him to turn his head on either

fide without moving his whole body. Indeed as he increafed in*

years, he loft much of this awkwavdnefs and deformity, yet it

left in this great man, who was deficient in the cultivation of

the fciences, a certain appearance of fillinefs and rufticity, that

it frequently happened to him to be claffed even below the com-
mon ranks of mankind. But beneath this rough exterior was
concealed a foul formed and nurtured by the graces, which was
replete with the moil delicate feniibility to beauty, and fhewed
itfelf in his performances.

Of this he gave early proofs. Father Diverfi, of the order

of philippines, and the abbe Fatinelli, envoy at Rome from the

republic of Lucca, to whom he was recommended, took him
to Sebaftian Concha and Auguftine Mafucci, who were at that

time the mod renowned matters of the roman fchool, that he
might make choice of one of them for his tutor and guide. But
the antiques and Raphael's works,- from the very firft, made fo

ftrong an imprefiion on his mind, that he chofe rather to avoid

the modern manners, and form himfelf entirely on the old. The
happy fenfibility with which nature had endowed him, marie him
feel that there could be but one true manner in the practice of

the art, and that none of the modern, which depart fo far from

the antique, could be the right. Accordingly he cared but little

for the l-eproaches of pride and felf-conceitednefs, that were li-

berally beltowed on him by the above-mentioned mailers, and flill

lefs about the great refpe£t in which they were held, but pro-

fecuted his ftudies of the antiques and the works of Raphael
d'Urbino. How diligent he was in this practice is feen in the

heads ftill in being, which he copied from the Difputa del Sa-

cramento, a copy of the fchool of Athens, painted in oil and not

quite rinifhed, and the various commi.ffions he received from
foreigners for drawings of the bed originals.

He foon became fcnfible of the method by which Raphael and

the
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the antients arofe to that high degree of perfection. To catch

nature in the fact in all her movements, was their grand maxim,
and this maxim Batoni followed. Hence all his figures have the

attitude and motion the nature of the cafe requires. In his paint-

ings we find no trace of the artificial compofition of figures which
then univerfally prevailed ; he does not concentrate the light on
fome one object to the detriment of the reft, a way introduced

by Maratti ; no example could feduce him to deviate from the

path of nature [f]. In the hands of his heirs is flill a confi-

derable number of drawings, where he has delineated the various

motions of men, and efpecially of children, all the parts of the

human perfon, and the different folds of drapery, exactly after

nature. Thefe fketcb.es he afterwards made ufe of in his paint-

ings, and finifhed them not only by the livelieft colouring, but

alfo with the finefl forms, which he had imprinted on his mind
by the fludy of the antique.

Rome, that in its judgments on works of fcience and the fine

arts, is fo fevere, fo nice, and' quick-fighted ; Rome, which on
various political accounts has the greatett concourfe of foreign na-

tions, and whom it amicably receives without diflinction, is per-

haps the only city in Europe that pofleffes a free and impartial

public, did not long neglect to adjudge the palm of precedence to

young Batoni in the principal and moft difficult departments of

painting. By his juft and elegant copies of the antiques, the works

[f] As Raphael never facrificed the fi-

nifhed drawing of particular members to

what is called bravour, accordingly no

bravour-paintings are found among the

works ot Batoni. He laboured all their

parts with the greateft indufiry. To this

he habituated himfelt perhaps by the prac-

tice of miniature-painting, which he was

at firft obliged to follow by the indigence

into which he threw himfelf by entering

into wedlock too early in -life. For, in

the two-and-twentieth year of his age, he

married the beautiful daughter of the fur-

veyor of the palace Farnefina, whom he

became acquainted with by his frequent

attendance at that palace for copying the

pictures; and by this match he lott the

penfion paid him by his patrons of Lucca,

who were not fatisfied with it. He was
then compofing for them, out of grati-

tude, a large piclure, but which on ac-

count of the withdrawing of hi< penfion,

he never finifhed, and left in that itate to

his heirs. It is indeed very different from

his later performances. It was above the

powers of a youth, who had but laiuly made
acquaintance with the art of painting. It

reprefrnted the hiftory of Sophonilba, with

a multitude of figures. Tlie ityle is per-

haps greater than in any of his maturer

works, if we except the fine painting ot

the villa Borghefe, which repiefents the

republic of San Marino, and thofe with

which he decorated the cieling of the prin-

cipal apartment of the palace Colonna.

But, if we confiJer it with attention, we
fhall fee, that, though the keeping of the

figures is good, and the drawing j ^l\
; yet

it will not ftand a comparifon with his

later works, in refpe<ft of finilhing, truth,

and beauty; particularly in the contours,

in the movement, and in the folds, which
have fomewhat of the too airy manner
of the fchool of Cortona, and in the co-

louring, where the accidental figures are

facrificed to the principal object. But the

picture is fo conftrucled upon the whole,

that it not only tranfeended what was to

be expected from a young man of twenty

years, but even many works of refpedtable

artifts of his time, who perhaps ended

where Batoni began. The figure of So-

phonilba is extremely fine, as well in

regard to form as colouring; and if,

as reported, it be the likenefs ot his fpoufe,

his early fendnefe for her is highly ex-

cufable.

x of
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of Raphael, and the naked figures of the academy, he obtained

this general fuffrage. But envy, which was fpreading it abroad

that he was ftill far behind others in colouring, fomewhat abated

this pleafure, and infpired him with an earned defire of an op-

portunity for difplaying his vigour even in that particular alfo.

This the marquis Gabrielli di Gubbio gave him. One day,

as he was taking the copy of the grand paintings of the flair-

cafe of the palazzo del confervatori in the Campidoglio> he was
furprifed by that nobleman, who had taken fheltcr there from

a fudden fhower of rain. He admired the extraordinary per-

fection and purity of his defign, and gave him the commiilion

to execute a new altar-piece for the chapel of his illuftrious fa-

mily in the church of St. Gregory at Rome. Batoni could

fear eely contain himfelf for joy at this favourable opportunity

for convincing the public of his fkill in colouring j and he fuc-

ceeded fo well in producing a picture of fuch lively and brilliant

colouring, that, though the light in which it is placed is fo un-

favourable, yet, after a period of 50 years, it (till has a wonder-

ful effect [_g]. The public of Rome were now as juft and equi-

table in extolling the exquifite perfection of his colouring, as

they were before in regard to his drawing. Envy was now
flruck dumb, and the frefh objection raifed by his friend Fran-

cifco degli Imperiali, a painter of great repute, was refuted by

a bare infpeclion ; as the colouring of this artift could not, for

brillinncy and livelinefs, come into any degree of comparifon

with his.

As the excellency of Batoni was now decidedly confeiTed, he

was never wanting in commiflions that did him honour. The
learned prelate, and afterwards cardinal, Furietti, who had the

direction of building the church of St. Celfus, gave him the

picture of the high altar to execute. Great as the honour was

of being preferred to fo many able mailers of a longer {landing

than himfelf, by fo grent a critic in the art as the prelate Fu-

rietti, fo zealous were the exertions of young Batoni to corre-

fpond with his high expectation. Mengs held this painting

to be the purell and moll ingenious of all his performances [h].

We

fjo] The representation of Virgin Mary, predion, and the hrgeft of the angels, that

and the four faints of the Gabriella family, are feen about him, exhibit in their car-

which have not the leaft connexion with rijcre and drapery ike elegance of the true

each other, deprived him indeed of all antique. How beautiful the attitudes of th«

materials for difplaying any force of ex- four faints b lie ground ! All is

?>rcffion
;

yet he made amends for this de- juftly and delicate! f ch fen in the contours,

edt by the graces and beauty fuitable to Ample- and pleating in the movements,

the cnaraclcr of each of the figures; fo beautiful in the colouring, and tuil oi tafte

that, tufcen all together, they cannot be in the drapery ; eveiy part of it tttlities,

fufficiently admired. that the youthful artiit, far from adi

[11] The figure of the Saviour, who is himfelf tp a fervile imitation, had made

fitting upon the clouds, is hue beyond e.%- the ftyje of the divine Raphael his own,

and
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We mould incur the cenfure of prolixity were we but briefly

to notice all the pictures he executed for churches and orato-

ries. Some of them will be fufficient for fhewing, that, how-
ever much the legendary hiftory has furnifhed materials to

painters, and that in this line nothing new can be invented,

yet his pictures, by the choice and difpofition, by the juftnefs

of the drawing, and beauty of the colouring, by the graces he
infmuates into the whole, by the fignal ingenuity in difpofing

all to one fole aim, captivate the eye of every true connoif-

feur£i ].

Batoni made ufe of a fimilar advantage, in a piece he executed

for Milan; which, without it, on account of the number of pale

and livid objects, would have been cold and difagreeable [k].

The

and how much he had enriched his mind
with the ideas the antients had of beauty.

Who does not evidently fee this in the un-
commonly fine head, and in the whole
composition of the young faint that is kneel-

ing on the ground ?

[tj What has more frequently employ-
ed the pencil of the artift than the Laft

Supper of our Lord ? and what can be better

executed on that Subject, than the fupper

in the monaftery delle Grazie at Milan ?

It is uefcribed in high-founding terms by a

celebrated writer as a work of the greater!

philofopher among painters, which fur-

pafles Newton in the theory of light, Ga-
lileo in his mechanical and hydraulic dif-

coveries, Michael Angelo in the grand and
Sublime, Raphael inexpreffion,Correggioin

the graces, and in the exalted ftyleof thecla-

ro-obfeuro, ofthe greatel! genius the hiftory

of painting can (hew, of Leonardoda Vinci.

Yet no man can behold without aftonifh-

ment the nearly fmilhed fupper of Batoni,

in the pofleflion of his heirs, and which,
towards the latter end of his life, he co-

pied Somewhat larger himfelf for the

reigning queen of Portugal. The whole
fupper is enlightened by one lamp fuf-

pended in the air, and which is hid by a

group of angels from the tight of the fpec-

tator ; to Shew how little even the brighter!.

colours are capable of representing light.

However, the ftrongeft rays are made to

fall on the exceedingly fine countenance of

Jefus, which darts on the beholder like

lightning, and receives, from the yet far

Stronger white 0: the table-cloth, a peculiar

embellishment of the fiefh-colour. The
principal figure is reprefemed holding the

bread, already brol.Fi), in his left hand,

and expreSfing with the inverted forefinger

of his right againft his brealt, the wards :

This is my body. The apoftles, invited

L

to the participation of this bread, are diS-

tinguilhed each in particular by different

beautiful geftures ; and every countenance

glows with devotion, tendernefs, reverence

and love ; that of Judas excepted, who,
from the bale deiign he harbours in his

breaft, betrays a great diltrattion, and a

contempt for the affectionate offer. In

this performance there is a particularly fine

ftroke of ingenuity ; which, in fome mea-
fure, is fuperior to that of Timanthes ;

who, in the Sacrifice of Iphigenia, pru-

dently conceals the whole face of her fa-

ther. According to the received accounts

John mult be very like our Lord, and con-

fequently of a beautiful prefence. And fo

Batoni has made him. But, left the at-

tention of the beholder iliould thus be di-

vided, he reprefents him with his face in-

clricJ towards his mallei's breaft, which
he iouches with his hands laid acrofs ; fo

that he is quite in the (hade, and the

light ofthe lamp only falls on the hair and
the upper part of the moulders. He is not

on this account obfeured. The white table-

cloth throws back'fo much light upon him,
that he can be diftmguilhed even at a dis-

tance. Thus he not only keeps nothing"

from the view that belongs to the bufinefs,

and avoids the divilion of the Subject, but

he even inereafes the effect: of the picture

by an agreeable contrail: ot light and thades.

[k.] It reprefents the canonized Bern-

hard Tolomei, founder ot the order of

Mount Olivet ; who, during the time of

a poltilence, in company with one of his

brotherhood, is aSfitting a dying perfon,

and holding to him a crucifix tokifs. The
main light falls 011 the faint, who, with

hi- white habit, lightens forward from the

middle of the picture. H's companion
Hands in the ftiadow of fome pilatters and

columns of the lore, court, where the

4 ifiatte*
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The immaculate conception has been more than a thoufand

times a fubjecT: for painters •, yet Batoni fucceecied fo well in

yeprefenting it, for the church of the Philippines at Chiari near

Brefcia, as to excite the attention and admiration of all good

judges [l]. His next piece was the affair with Simon the ma-
gician for the church of St. Peter at Rome[M].

inatler happened ; cn'y his face, the hand?,

and the hem of his garments are (hone upon

by the lifht. The fame fhadows alfo meet

the groups of the dead who lie' upon the

ground, and with pale light colours would

give the'painting a fatal afpect. However,

the numerous (hades here caufed no obfcu-

rity; the counfer-adtion of the enlightened

parts made all difcernible and clear.

[l] With roman catholic licence, the

heavenly Father fits, almoft in profile, in

great majefty, on the clouds, attended by

a troop of angels, who are diftributed into

various beautiful groups. Before him
{lands the holy virgin, in the !orm of a

delicate maiden, tl e image of modefty and

meeknefs, and turns her reverential eyes

upon him, as he lays his almighty hand

upon her head. This is done with inch

expreflion of authority and omnipotence,

as was rcquifite for raifing the mother of

Jefus above the common ftyle of mortals.

f m] It is not poffible to delineate a ftory,

which demands a large fpace and a great

number of perfons, on a canvafs that is

not of proportionate fize. If the painter

refolves not to want for room, then will

the figures be too fmall, and lofe of their

cfFecl : but if he make the figures larger,

then muil he want room for the proper

keeping. The antient*, in fimilar cafes,

ufed to facrifice the magnitude of the fi-

gures to the fpace. On their gems, coins,

and relievos, are feen chariots, horfes,

houfes, city-walls, rivers and trees, very

fmall in relation to the magnitude of the

figures, and thefe often crowded toge-

ther in a very difagreeable manner, as

is evident from the Trajan and Antonine

pillars. Raphael, who, on the fpacious

wills of the Vatican, obferved the rtrictelt

proportion between figures and fpace, was
obliged, like the antients, to facrifice the

truth of the ^lace to the magnitude of the

figures, in his excellent picture of the

tan figuration of Chrift, where one pait

of it palT;s on the top of a mountain, and

the other at the toot of it, by approaching

the fummit of the mountain as much as

poffible to the bottom of it ; othciwifc the

figure of the Saviour, as the principal ob-

ject, would have appeared fo fmall, that

it would not only have been miiTed on
entering the church, but even on coming
up to the altar. To the like caufe muft

it be attributed, if in Batohi's picture,

which represents the cataftrophe of Simon
the magician, and was deligned for the

church of St. Peter at Rome, the figures

appenr fomewhat confufed, and too much
huddled together; they mult have been

cololVal for producing a proper effect in

that monftrous temple. Francis Vanni
painted the lame piece of hiftory for that

church ; and, that he might have room
for a ftage on which the emperor and the

principal perfonages fhould (land, dimi-

nifned the figures to fuch a degree, that it

required much trouble to diftinguifh St.

Peter, who retreats among the people, to

command fomething to the forcerer lying

on the ground. For avoiding thefe faults,

Batoni rather chofe to fall fhort in room
than in the fize of the figures. We muft

freely coniefs, that he has full more con-?

tracled the narrownefs of the fpace by a

diminutive niafs of columns in the build-

ings of the place ; fome likewife find fault

with the kneeling pofture of St. Peter, and

think that this figure would have been

more elegant and becoming if painted up-

right. In all the other parts, particularly

in the mufcles and carnations (which in

cololfal figures is a great matter), Batoni

has difplayed the whole perfection of the

art. In the Carthufians, where this piece

is preferved among other works, of great

mafters, there is but one fuperior to it, and
that is by Dominichir.o, though everi

here, on account of the ufual want of

room, the figures of St. Sebafiian, the

foldiers on horfeback, and the fpeftators

are all too clofe together. Moreover, it

excels the performances of Subleyras, of

Chiari, of Coftanzi, of Maratta, and of

Mancini, which were likewife executed

in this century for the fame church of St.

Peter, and is greatly fuperior to the falf«

teport which was fpread by fome mali-

cious perfons, during the life-time of

Batoni, that becaufe of its little value

it was not to be t^nflated into mofaic

work.

Whoever
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Whoever mould enter upon a criticifm of all Ins church paint-

ings, would find ample matter for his panegyric. Such are the

two great altar pieces which he executed for the city of i^refcia,

whereof one reprefents St. Johannes Nepomucenus with Mary;
and the other the offering of the latter ; two others for the city

of Lucca, one with the cicatrices of St. Catharine of Siena,

and the other with the likenefs of St. Bartholomew; another

for Medina, with the apoftle James; and for Parma, John
preaching in the wildernefs ; as alfo the many fcriptural pieces,

and efpecially thofe which are fo much admired in the fummer-
houfe in the papal gardens of Monte Cavallo ; the chafte Su-
fanna, in the poiTeflion of his heirs ; the Hagar, in the collection

of an engliih gentleman ; the prodigal fon, in that of the car-

dinal, and pretended duke of York ; to which may be added, a
multitude of pictures of the virgin, of the holy family, and
faints of both fexes, which he executed for private perfons. All

thefe mud here be barely mentioned ; but in the note below we
fhali particularize two others^ with which he crowned the lalt

years of his life [n].

For fuch a painter as Batoni it mufl be eafy to execute deli-

cate and impaffioned objects with fuccefs. Under his pencil

every thing became animated with pleafantnefs and expreffion.

An inftance of this is his choice of Hercules, which he painted,

at firft in the natural fize, and afterwards fmaller, for the Flo-

rentine Marchefe Ginofi, as a companion to the infant Her-
cules ftrangling the ferpents.

Not lefs animated and expreflive is another picture of the

fame kind, in which, at the requeft of an englifh gentleman,

he has depicted the riling fire of love in Bacchus towards the

forlorn Ariadne.

[n] One is the celebrated holy family, the faints whofe names he and his firffc

which the grand duke of Ruffia, on his and fecond fpoufes bore. It is little or no-
journey in Italy, purchafed for the fum thing inieiior in beauty of drawing and
of 10 . o piftoles. This is univerfaily held colouring to the former. The paimer had
to be the greatelt performance of Batoni's here to encounter a particular difficulty,

pencil. The magic of the colouring, the conquering of which does him <reat ho-
which reigns quiet and ferene in all the nour. When the objects, by their very
parts of this picture, it is not in the power colours, are ditt: ndt ot themfelves from
of words to defcribe. The fleih-colour the ground, it is eafy for ihe artilt to give

of the child Jefus is a compound of lilies them relief. But in this picture, the
and rofes, and beams like a luminary equally white hands of the temale figures,

of the fir it magnitude among the fmaller mult be elevated, of equally delicate and
ftars in a bright fummer evening Iky. nobler flsih colour laid over one another,

riie countenance of the mother is made up and over the not lefs delicate and white
of a blending ot angelic forms; it is the body of the child Jefus. This Batoni has
fineft and worthieft idea that the imagina- effected, with an imperceptible and exqui-

tion can poffibly frame. 'Ihe other pic- fitely fine diverfity of blended colours,

ture is the marriage of St. Catharina, a without the affiliance of the ofcuro; and
counterpart to the former, in the poffef- has manileitly evinced, that he was lkilled

(ion ot his heirs. The purpofe of the in the molt hidden advantages of tne art,

painter was, to introduce into this pi&ure and had an entire command of the pencil.

Another



154 BATON I.

Another poetical fiction, which he has fuperiorly exprefTed, is

in a painting that is ftill with his heirs. His intention was to

delineate the cares and follicitudes of a blooming beauty. She
lies fleeping on a magnificent couch : but her fleep is not fo

profound as to break off" all correfpondence between the mind
and the fenfes •, it is foft and benign, as ufual when a pleafing

dream employs the imagination.

The effigies of peace and war was one of his fineft perform-
ances, and which he executed towards the latter end of his life.

Mars, in complete armour, is rufhing to the combat, fword in

hand ; an exceedingly beautiful virgin, who cafts on him a look
of fweetnefs and intreaty, at the fame time prefenting him with
a branch of palm, places herfelf directly in his way. In the
head of Mars, we eafily difcover the furious Caracalla, ennobled
and beautified by the graceful painter.

The vivacity of his exuberant fancy was not in the lead
enervated in thofe years when the hand no longer fo implicitly

obeys the mind. He painted for prince Yufupof, a cupid re-

turned from the chace. His game confifts of hearts fhot through
with arrows. He lays them in the lap of the fitting Venus,
and extends both his arms to embrace her. She teflifies her
pleafure by gentle carefTes.

Such fine ideas, which are always juftly drawn, and exprefTed

in the livelieft colouring, excited in every traveller, and in num-
bers of royal and princely perfonages, an earneft defire of having
fomething of his doing. Commiflions of this nature were in-

numerable. Among others the emprefs of Ruiiia purchafed of

him a piece on a large fcale, the fubject Thetis receiving back
Achilles from the centaur Chiron j and another of equal mag-
nitude, the continence of Scipio. He executed two pictures,

representing fome parts of the ftory of Diana, for the king of

Poland, and another for the king of Pruffiu, with the family of

Darius, proitrating themfelves in the prefence of Alexander.
Befides a wonderful delicacy of compofition, this picture is ren-

dered particularly ftriking by the expreffion of the divers paf-

fions in the faces of the captives, exactly fuited to their various

ages and conditions, and gradually declining from the livelieft

feelings of anguifh in the mother and wife of Darius, to the in-

difterency and laughter of the Haves and children.

As Batoni was accuftomed to contemplate nature in all her

changes and motions, he had acquired a wonderful facility in

tracing out even the molt, imperceptible features of the human
face, which betray the frame of mind and the character of the

man. The portraits he drew during the long courfe of his life

are not to be numbered, though we fhould only confine ourfelves

to thofe with perfons on horfeback, with fine landscapes and

animals, or accompanied with antiquities. iiatoni had to boail

of,
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of, that he had drawn not only the popes Benedict XIV. Cle-

ment XII!. and Pius VI. but almoft all the great perfonages

who vifited Rome in his time, at their own particular requelr.

Among thefe the archducal houfe of Auftria deigned to (hew

him very fignal diflindtions, and to give him great tokens of their

munificence. When the emperor Jofeph II. was at Rome in

the year 1770, and was unexpectedly met by his brother the

grand duke of Tufcany in that city, he was defirous that this

meeting fhould be eternized on canvas by the ableft painter

that could be found in Rome. Mengs himfelf confefTed, that

it would greatly redound to the honour of the art, that the em-
peror had pitched upon Batoni for this purpofe. The picture,

when finifhed, fo highly fatisfied him, that he not only amply

rewarded the mailer, but likewife pretented him with a golden

chain, to which was fufpended a medal with his portrait, and a

fnuff-box of gold. The late emprefs, mother of the two mo-
narchs, augmented thefe prefents by giving him 26 large golden

medals, on which their principal achievements were ftruck,

and a ring richly let with brilliants ; and honoured him with a

letter, in which fhe demanded that the likenefies of her fons,

which terminated at the knees, fhould be completed. Batoni

finifhed the work accordingly, as is feen with univerfal admira-

tion in the large copper-plates defigned by himfelf, and engraved

by Andrea Roffi. Hereupon, Batoni, with all his male ifTue,

were raifcd by the emperor to the rank of nobility, and he re-

ceived from the emprefs a frefh commiflion, to paint her de-

ceafed hufband, the emperor Francis, after a portrait executed

at Vienna. He alfo here fully anfwered the expectation of her

majefty, and, befides a fuitable recompenfe, or, as it is termed

in the letter, a reimburfement of his expence in colours, he re-

ceived likewife the portrait of the emperor Francis, fet round

with large brilliants.

The day will always be remarkable in the annals of painting,

on which the heir to the imperial throne of Ruffia, in company
with his confort, vifited the houfe of Batoni, and were per-

fonally convinced, that the painter of the holy family which
had been bought by them, was indeed very old, but was far

from being in his dotage, as the tongue of envy had reported.

His habitation was not only the chief refidence of the Genius of

painting at Rome, but her filler Mufic dwelt there in equal

ilate. His amiable daughter Rufina, who was at too early an

age matched away by death, was one of the complete!! judges

of vocal mufic in all Italy, and was entirely formed upon the

delicate fentiment of beauty that was peculiar to her father.

With his youth he had outlived the golden age of mufic, when
Pergolefi, Vinci, Scarlatti, Leo, and the reft of the founders

9 of
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of the true harmonic tafte were in their prime, and now only
the pureit and the choked harmony could pleafe him. His
youngeft daughter likewife, Maria Benedetta, had made a great
proficiency in mulic, and accompanied her elder fitter. No
perfoil of quality came to Rome, who was not equally defirous

of ieeing the paintings of Batoni, and of hearing his daughters
fing. Among thefe were alfo the grand duke of Rufiia and his

duchefs. He here faw an utifinifhed portrait of a nobleman be-
longing to his fuite, which pleafed him fo much, that he gave
him orders to paint his own. But, as the departure of the il-

luftrious travellers was fo very near, he fet his hand to the work
on the fpot. In the few moments that were delightfully employed
by the imperial guefl in hearing the fongs of the painter's daugh-*

ter, the artift himfelf v/as bufy in fketching his picture with fo

flriking a likenefs, that the grand duchefs too fpared fo much
time from her urgent affairs in the lad days of her {lay, as to

have her picture drawn, as it were, upon the wing. Notwith-
standing the expedition he was obliged to ufe, thefe portraits

are not deficient in any of the beauties which diftinguilh in fo

eminent a manner the paintings of Batoni.

His paintings, in general, are of fuch a nature, that even ar-t

tills who have made ever fo gi-eat progrefs in the theory of
drawing, can but partly judge of them, utile fs they have at the

fame time learnt to guide the pencil ; fo as to perceive the difTir

culties he has furmounted in the practice. He actually, in a

manner, played with the pencil, and whatever hazardous and
difficult way he chofe, conducted him, as well as the eafieft,

fuccefsfully to his aim. He would frequently give a ftyle of

expreflion to a fimple line, which he had the art of interweaving

into the harmony of the whole ; hence it is that it requires great

/kill to copy his pictures without falling into drynefs. He pof-

fefled a peculiar dexterity of giving even thick colours the appear-

ance of tranfparency, and of infufmgpleafantnefs and energy into

the obfeurer parts. The heads of his portraits, which feem entirely

of one dafli of the brufh, were not executed at a fmgle fitting
;

he interrupted his work at pleafure, and yet all flows fo har-

monioufly together, as if they were drawn in one and the fame
flight of genius, in one and the fame train of thought.

It was an eafy matter to him, even when an old man of 70,
to work on great undertakings for feveral hours on the flretch,

without feeling any remarkable fatigue; he even employed the

few moments of his leifure in executing fome paintings of Sin-

gular merit, fuch as the holy family for the grand duke of Ruffia,

the marriage of St. Catharina, the peace and war, of which
mention has been made above. Such immoderate industry has

coll many painters their lives. The celebrated Mengs would
for
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for a long time have compenfated in fome degree for the lofs

fuitained by the moderns in the death of Batoni, had he not

thus haftened his own.
Batoni had for fome time complained of the decay of his vi-

gour and his fight, both of which he had prefcrved to an ex-

traordinary degree, though far advanced beyond his 70th year,

when in the autumn of 1786, he was touched with a flight

itroke of the palfy *, from which he did not fo thoroughly re-

cover, as not to feel ever after a great debility both of mind
and body. On the 4th of February of the following year 1787,
death put the finifhing hand to his work, by a much feverer

ftroke, when he had arrived at the age of 79 years and one day.

He was much devoted to religion, was liberal towards the

poor, friendly to his pupils, and fuch an enemy to pomp and

orientation, that he very feldom wore theenfigns of the order of

knighthood, with which he had been invefted by tire pope; and;

always went very modeftly habited. He never concerned him-
felf about any thing but his art, and enjoyed an amiable con-

tentednefs and eafe, which he would fuffer nothing in the world

to difturb. He carried this difpofition fo far, that he avoided

the meetings of the academy of St. Luke, though it would have

been their greateft pleafure to have followed any hints he
might have thought proper to give them. Simplicity and fin-

cerity formed the bafis of his moral character. Every one
feemed to be convinced of this immediately on feeing him ; and
rarely did any perfon feel himfeif affronted when he told him
difagreeable truths ; as alfo no man conftrued it into a mark of

his vanity, when he fpoke of his own performances with felf-

fatisfaction, fo much was he refpected on account of his ve-

racity.

The roman fchool will always revere him as the reftorer of

its priftine fame. For he was the firft in the prefent century to

throw off the burdenfome bonds of certain rules which had
been always confidered as the fundamental maxims of the art

;

though they ferved no other purpofe than to check the progrefs

of men of talents. His example has banifhed the prejudice of
mannering from the roman fchool. All now draw from the

pure fources of nature, all are emulous to excel in the way
pointed out to them by Raphael and the antient greeks for at-

taining to perfection. No fervile imitation is now recommended.
That every practitioner mull choofe for himfeif what he finds

moft ftriking and beautiful in the vaft unlimited fcenes of na-

ture, is become a prime maxim in the art of painting, and it is

highly probable that the return of the fiourilhing days of the

Caracci is not far off.

BATTAGLINI (Mark), bifhop of Nocera, and afterwards

of Cefena, died in 1717, aged 71. He is author of a general

o hiflory
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hiftory of the councils 1686, folio, and Annales du facerdoCfl

& de l'empire du xvii fiecle, 1701 to 171 1, 4 vols, folio.

BATTELY (Dr. John), was born at St. Edmund's Bury,

in Suffolk, in 1647. He was fome time fellow of Trinity col-

lege, Cambridge, and chaplain to archbifhop Sancroft, after-

wards, by his grace's favour rector of Adilham in Kent, prebend-

ary of Canterbury, and archdeacon of the diocefe, and died Oct.

10, 1708. He wrote Antiquitates Rutupinse, alfo Antiquitates S.

Edmundburgi, which have been abridged and tranflated into

engliih in one vol. 8vo. with plates of antient utenfils.

BATTEUX (Charles), profeffor of philofophy in the col-

lege royal, member of the french academy and that of infcrip-

tions, honorary canon of Rheims, was born in that diocefe in

1 7 13. He died at Paris the 14th of July 1780. Grief at feeing

that the elementary books for the ufe of the military fchool, the

compofition of which had been entrufted to him by the govern-

ment, did not fucceed, accelerated, it is faid, his death. This

eftimable fcholar was of a grave deportment, of a firm character

without morofenefs ; his converfation was folid and inftructive,

the attainments of a man grown grey in the fludy of greek and

voman authors. "We have by him, 1. Cours de belles-lettres,

5 vols. i2mo. 1760 ; to which are added the beaux-arts re-

duits a un meme principe, and his Tract de la conftruction

oratoire, which has been feparately publiihed. Thefe books,

more elaborate, more methodical, more precife than the Traite

d'Etudes of Rollin, are written with lefs elegance and purity.

The ftyle is ftrongly tinctured with a metaphyfical air, a ftiff

and dry precifion reigns through the whole, a little tempered

by choice examples with which the author has embelliihed

his lefTbns. He is likewife cenfurable, that when he difcufles

certain pieces of the mod eminent french writers, for inftance

the fables of Fontaine, the rage for throwing himfelf into an ec-

Itafy on all occafions, makes him find beauties, where critics of

a feverer tafte have perceived defects. 2. Tranflation of the

works of Horace into french, 2 vols. i2mo, in general faithful,

but deficient in warmth and grace. 3. The morality of Epi-

curus, extracted from his writings, 1758, in nrao; a book well

compiled and well printed, and in which is difcoverable a great

flock of erudition without any oftentatious difplay of it. 4. The
four poetics, of Ariilotle, of Horace, of Vida, and of Boileau,

with tranflations and remarks, 2 vols, in 8vo. 1771, a work
that evinces the good tafte of an excellent fcholar, with fome-

times the amenity of an academic. 5. Hiftory of primary caufes,

8vo. 1769. The author here unfolds fome principles of the

antient philofophy, and this muft have coft him the more trou-

ble, as he difcovers it the lefs to his reader. 6. Elemens de

Litterature, extraits du Cours des Belles-lettres, 2 vols. i2mo.

7. His
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7. His Cours elementaire, for the ufe of the military fchool,

in 45 vols. i2mo. a book haftily compofed, in which he has

copied himfelf and copied others. He was admitted of the aca-

demy of inscriptions in 1759, and of the academie frangoife in

1 76 1. He was flill more eftimable by his perfonal qualities than

by his literary talents. He fupported by his bounty a numerous
but impoverifhed family.

BATTIE (Dr. William), an englifh phyfician, was born
in Devonfhire, 1704 [o]. He received his education at Eton;
and, in 1722, was fent to King's college, Cambridge. His
mother accompanied him to both thefe places (his father dying

early), to affift him with thofe little neceilaries which the nar-

rownefs of her finances would not permit her to provide in any
other form. However, gaining an univerfity fcholarihip founded
by the Craven family, which he did in a manner very honour-
able to himfelf, he was enabled " to live agreeably, and," as he
expreffes it, " got through the woril part of his life." His own
inclination prompted him to the profeflion of the law ; but his

finances would not fupport him at one of the inns of court. He
had two coufins of the name of Coleman, old bachelors and
wealthy citizens, to whom, upon this occafion, he applied for

afliitauce ; but they declined interfering in his concerns. Upon
this, he turned to phyfic, and tirft entered upon the practice of

it at Cambridge *, where, in 1729, he gave a fpecimen of an
edition of Ifocrates, which he afterwards, I749> completed in

2 vols. 8vo.

He afterwards removed to Uxbridge, and then to London

;

where, meeting with fuccefs and flourifhing, his relations the

Colemans, who had now left off bufmefs and retired, grew
fond, and rather proud of himj and behaved to him with cor-

diality and friendfhip. In 1738 or 1739, he fulfilled by mar-
riage a long engagement to a daughter of Barnham Goode, the

under-mafter of Eton-fchool, who is honoured with a place in

the Dunciad, for having abufed Pope in a piece called The
Mock JE[op. Againlt Goode, it feems, the Colemans had a

political antipathy : however, they behaved well to Mrs. Battie,

and the furvivor of them left the doclor 30,000!. In the difpute

which the college of phylieians had with Dr. Schomberg, about

1750, Dr. Battie, who was at that time one of the cenfors,

took a very attive part againft that gentleman ; and, in confe-

quence, was thus charatle'iiicd in a poem, called The Battiad ;

Fiifl Battus came, deep read in worldly art,

Whofe tongue ne'er knew the fecrets of his heart

:

In mifchief mighty, though but mean of lize,

And, like the tempter, ever in difguife.

[o] Anecdotes of Bovvver, by Nichols, p. 232.

See
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See him, with afpecT: grave, and gentle tread,'

J3y flow degrees approach the fickly bed.

Then at his clab behold him alter'd foon,

The folemn do£lor turns a low buffoon :

And he, who lately in a learned freak.

Poach'd every lexicon, and publish 'd greek,

Still madly emulous of vulgar praife,

From Punch's forehead wrings the dirty bays.

This poem is faid to have been written by Mofes Mendez, Paul
"Whitehead, and Dr. Schomberg : of which two cantos were
publifhed, and fince reprinted in The Repofitory, a collection

of fugitive pieces of wit and humour, in 1776, 2 vols. i2mo.
In 175 1, he publifhed De principiis animalibus exercita-

tiones in Coll. Reg Medicorum, in three parts; which were
followed, the year after, by a fourth. In r 757? being then phy-
fician to St. Luke's hofpital, and mafler of a private mad-houfe
near Wood's clofe, in the road to Iflington, he publifhed in 4to,

A Treatife on Madnefs : in which, having thrown out fome cen-»

fures on the medicinal practice formerly ufed in Bethlem hof-

pital, he was replied £0, and feverely animadverted on, by Dr.

John Monro, whofe father had been lightly fpoken of in the

forementioned treatife. Monro having, humoroufly enough,
taken Horace's major tandem parcas infane minori , for the motto
of his Remarks en Battie's Treatife, the men of mirth gave him
the name of major Battie, inftead of doctor. In 1762, he pub-
lished Aphorifmi de cognofcendis et curandis morbis nonnullis

ad principia ariimalia accommodati. Feb. 1763, he was exa-

mined before a committee of the houfe of commons, on the

ftate of the private mad-houfes in this kingdom ; and received

in their printed report a teftimony very honourable to his abi-

lities. The contents of this report being to the lair, degree in-

terefting, we will here tranferibe it from the 39th vol. of the

Journals of the Houfe of Commons, p. 448.
" Your committee being defirous of obtaining every degree

of afliftance and information, which might enable them more
perfectly to obey the orders of the houfe, they defired the attend-

ance of Dr. Battie and Dr. Monro, two very eminent phyfi-

cians, diflinguifhed by their knowledge and their practice hi

cafes of lunacy. Dr. Battie gave it as his opinion to your com-
mittee, that the private mad-houfes require fome better regula-

tions j that he hath long been of this opinion, that the admif-

fion of perfons brought in as lunatics is too loofe and too much
at large, depending upon perfons not competent judges ; and
that frequent vi Citation is neceflary for the infpe£tion of the

lodging, diet, cleanlinefs, and treatment. Being afked, if he
had ever met with perfons of fane mind in confinement for lu-

nacy ?
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tiacy ? He laid, it frequently happened : he related the cafe of

a woman perfectly in her fenfes, brought as a lunatic by her

huiband to a houfe under his direction ; whofe hufband, upon
his infilling he mould take home his wife, and exprefling furprife

at his conduct, juftified himfelf by frankly faying, that he un-

derflood the houfe to be a fort of bridewell, or place of cor-

rection." The doctor related alfo another cafe to the fame im-

port : upon which a bill was ordered to be prepared for the re-

gulation of private mad-houfes j but not then carried into exe-

cution, though the cafes examined by the committee were pro-

nounced " fufficient to eftablitli the reality of great abufes

therein ; the force of evidence, and the teftimony of witneffes,

being amply confirmed by the confeflion of perfons keeping thefe

houfes, and by the authority, opinions, and experience of Dr.

Battie and Dr. Monro." In 1772, on occafion of fome frefti

abufes, a bill was again ordered to be prepared, but to as little

purpofe as the former. A third ineffectual attempt was made
in 1773 j but, the abufes continuing to increafe, an act for the

better regulation of private mad-houfes was obtained in 1774,
when the power of licenfing the keepers of fuch houfes was
happily veiled in the college of phyficians.

In 1776, Dr. Battie was feized with a paralytic flroke, of

which he died June the 13th, in his 75th year. He left three

daughters.

BAUAB. Abulhafian Ali ben Hela is more known under

the name of Ebn Bauab. It was he who perfectionated the cha-

racters of the arabic alphabet after Ben Molak, by rendering the

letters more diflinct from one another. He died in the year

413 of the hegira, in the reigns of Cadher, khalif of Bagdat, and
of Dhaher, khalif of /Egypt. Some authors have prolonged his

life to the year 423, and add that he was buried at Bagdat near

to the bones of Ben Hanbal.—However, it was not this perfon

who put the finifhing hand to the arabic characters : for Yacuth,

furnamed Moftaafiemi, becaufe he was in the fervice of

Moflaaflem, the laft khalif of the Abaflides, reduced them to the

fhape and figure which they have at prefent : for this reafon he

is furnamed Al Khathath, that is to fay, The Scribe, by way of

excellence.

BAUDELOT de Dairval (Charles Cesar), born at Paris

in 1648, was received avocat au parlement. He pleaded fome
time with fuccefs. A law-fuit having obliged him to go to

Dijon, he vifited, in his moments of leifure, the libraries and the

cabinets of the learned. This gave rife to the treatife De l'uti-

lite des Voyages, 1727, 2 vols, in i2mo, in which he difplays a

profound knowledge of the monuments of antiquity. While in-

ih-ucting the reader, he amufes him by curious remarks and fin-

gular observations.

Voi.. II. M BAUDI3R
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BAUDIER (Michael), of Languedoc, hiftoriographer of

France under Louis XIII. was one of the moil fertile and heavy

writers of his time. He left behind him many works compofed
without either method or tafle, but which abound in particulars

not to be found eliewhere. i. Hiftoire generate de la Religion

des Turcs, avec la vie de leur prophete Mahomet, et des iv

premiers califes j alfo, Le Livre et la Theologie de Mahomet,
§vo. 1636, a work tranllated from the arabic, copied by thofe

who wrote after him, though they have not vouchfafed to cite

him. 2. Hiftoire du Cardinal d'Amboife, Paris, 165 1, in 8vo.

Sirmond, of the Academie Francoife, one of the numerous flat-

terers of the cardinal de Richelieu, formed the defign of elevating

that miniiler at the expence of all thofe who had gone before

him. He began by attacking d'Amboife, and failed not to fink

him below Richelieu. JBaudier, by no means a courtier, avenged

his memory, and eelipfed the work of his detractor. 3. Hilloire

du Marechal de Toiras, 1644, in folio. \666y 2 vols. 121110 ; a

curious performance, and neceflary to all fuch as would obtain a

thorough acquaintance with the reign of Louis XIII. 4. Les
Hifloiresde Suger, de Ximenes, &c. The facts that Baudier re-

lates in thefe different works are almott always abforbed bv his

reflections, which have neither the merit of precifion nor that of

novelty to recommend them.

BAUDIUS (Dominic), profeflbr of hiflory in the univerfity

of Leyden, born at Lille, Aug. 8, 1561 [p]. He began his ftu-

dies at Aix la Chapelle, and continued them at Leyden. He
removed thence to Geneva, where he ftudied divinity : after re-

filling here fome time, he returned to Ghent, thence to Leyden,

where he applied to the civil law, and was admitted doctor of

law, June 158^. Soon after, he accompanied the ambaffadors

from the States to England, and during his refidence here be-

came acquainted with feveral perfons of diflinction, particularly

the famous fir Philip Sidney.

He was admitted advocate at the Hague, the 5th of January

I587 ; but being foon tired of the bar, went to France, where
he remained ten yeais. He was much efleemed in that king-

dom, and gained many friends. Achilles de Harlai, firft preli-

dent of the parliament of Paris, got him to be admitted advocate

of the parliament of Paris in 1592. In 1602, he went to Eng-
land with Chriftopher de Harlai, the prefident's fon, who was
fent ambaflador thither by Henry the Great. This fame year,

having been named profeffor of eloquence at Leyden, he went
and fettled in that univerfity. He read lectures on hiflory after

the death of Morula, and was permitted alfo to do the fame on
the civil law. In 161 1, the States conferred upon him the office

[pj Life of Baudius before his poems and letters.

© o£



BAUDOT. 163

©f hiftoriographer in conjunction with Meurfius ; and in confe-

quence thereof he wrote " The hiftory of the truce." Baudius

is an elegant profe-writer, as appears from his " Letters," anany

of which were publifhed after his death. He was alfo an excel-

lent latin poet : the firft edition of his poems was printed in

1587; they confilt of verfes of all the different meafures: he
publifhed feparately a book of iambics in 1591, dedicated to car-

dinal Bourbon. Some of his poems he dedicated to the king of

England ; others to the prince of Wales, in the edition of 1607,
and went over to England to prefent them.

Baudius was a ftrenuous advocate for a truce betwixt the

States and Spain : two orations he publifhed on this fubjedt,

though without his name, had very nigh proved his deftruction :

prince A4aurice was made to believe he was affronted in them,

and the author was faid to have been bribed by the french am-
baffador to write upon the truce. He was obliged to write to

the prince and his fecretary, in order to vindicate himfelf : and

in his vindication he laments his unhappy face in being expofed

to the malice of fo many flanderers, who put wrong interpreta-

tions on his words :
'* It is evident (fays he) that through the

malignity of mankind, nothing can be expreffed fo cautioufly by

men of any character and reputation, but it may be diitorted into

fome obnoxious fenfe. For what can be more abfurd than the

conduct of thofe men, who have reported that i hive been
bribed by the ambaffador Jeannin, to give him empty words in

return for his generofity to me ? as if I, an obfcure doctor, was
an affiftant to a man of the greatelt experience in bufinefs [o3"
Some verfes, which he wrote in praife of the marquis of Spinola,

occafioned him alfo a good deal of trouble : the marquis came
to Holland before any thing was concluded either of the peace

or truce; and though Baudius had printed the poem, yet he kept

the copies of it, till it might be feen more evidently upon what
account this minifter came : he gave them only to his moft inti-

mate friends. It being known however that the poem was
printed, he was very near being banifhed for it.

Baudius was addicted to women as well as wine, to fuch a de-

gree as expofed him to the public ridicule; and feveral farcaftical

jokes were printed againft him on this account : Scioppius has

been the fevereft writer againft him. Mr. Bayle however thinks

there is too much virulence in him to be credited ; he remarks,

at the fame time, that many men of learning render themfelves

contemptible in thofe places where they live, while they are ad-

mired where they are only known by their writings [r]. Baudius

died at Leyden, Augufr.22, 1613.

BAUDOT de Juilli (Nicholas), born at Vendome in 1678,

[<^] Baud. Ep, iii. centur. 3. p. 519. [r] In Did. article Bauuius

M 2 was'



i64 BAUHINUS.
was fon of a collector of excife, fettled at Sarlat, where he became;

fub-delegate of the intendant. The functions of his office and
the charms of literature filled up the courfe of his life. He termi-

nated his long career in 1759, at the age of 8 1 . We have feveral

hiftoricnl works by him, written with method and ingenuity.

I. L'Hiftjire de Catherine de France, reine d'Angleterre, which

he publifhed in 1696. Though the whole of this be true in re-

gard to the principal events, and that the ftricT.eft propriety is

obferved, the author afterwards confeffed that he did not pretend

to derhe any great honour from the work, as it was very much
tinctured with romance. 2. Germ'aine de Foix, an hiftorical no-

vel, that appeared in 1701. 3. L'hiftoire fecrette du Connetable

de Bourbon, printed in 1706. 4. La Relation hiftorique et ga-

lante de l'invafion de l'Efpagne par les Maures, printed in 1722,

4 vols, in i2mo. Thefe three works are nearly of the fame fpe-

cies with the firft ; but there are others by him of a more fub-

ftantial quality, as, l'Hiftoire de la conquete d'Angleterre par

Guillaume due de Normandie •, 1701, in i2mo; l'Hiftoire de Phi-

lippe Augufte, 1702, 2 vols. i2mo; and that.of CharlesVII. 1097,
2 vols. i2mo. Its principal merit lies in the method and ftyle ;

the author confulted nothing but printed books. We have like-

wife by him, l'Hiftoire des hommes illuftres, extracled from
Brantomej l'Hiftoire de la vie et du regne de Charles VI. in

9 vols. i2mo. 1753; l'Hiftoire du regne de Louis XI. 6 vols.

2 2mo. 1756; l'Hiftoire des revolutions' de Naples, 4 vols. i2mo.

1757. Thefe three laft works appeared under the name of

Mad. de Luflan. The ftyle is rather negligent, and there is often

a want of accuracy.

BAUDOUIN (Benedict), a divine of Amiens, the place of

his birth, got himfelf a name among the learned by his difler-

tation De la chaufiure des Anciens, published in 1615, under the

title of Calceus antiquus et myfticus. This work was the occa-

fion of the falfe notion that he was the fon of a fhoemaker, and

had followed the trade himfelf, to which he intended to do ho-

nour by this publication.

BAUHINUS (John), a celebrated phyfieian of the xvith

century, was a native of Amiens, but profe fled phyfic and fur-

gery at Bafil in Swiflerland, whither he had retired on account

of his religion, and died in high reputation in 1582, aged 71

years.

BAUHINUS (John), his eldeft fon, born at Bafil in 1541,

was phyfician to the duke of Wirtemberg, and diftinguilhed

himfelf by many wrirings and difcoveries in phyfic, furgery, and

botany. His principal works are, A Treatife on Plants, in

latin, 3 vols. fol. Ebrod. 1650. A Treatife on Bathing in mineral

Waters, 4to. and nmo. 160$.

BAUHINUS (GasparJ, born at Bafil, Jftn. 17, 1560, was
fir ft
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£rfl phyfician to the duke of Wirtemberg. He profeflefd medi-
cine and botany at Bafil, where he died in 1624, at tne age of

65. He was a good fcholar, but a man of great vanity and
prefumption. He wrote, 1. Inftitutiones anatomicae, Bafil,

j 604, 8vo. 2- Theatrum Botanicum, 1663, folio. 3. Traite

des Hermaphrodites, in latin, 16 14, 8vo. fcarce. 4. Pinax
Theatri Botanici, Frankfort, 1671, 4to. 5. Other works in

latin, juftly efteemed in their time, and deferving to be fo ftill.

He is ityled in his epitaph the phoenix of his age for anatomy
and botany. Riolan fpeaks of him as ignorant, injudicious,

and prefumptuous. He fays, that, in the year 1579, he ob-
ferved the valve in the beginning of the ilium, or colon, be-

fore he read any author who made mention of it. But it is

certain that Varolius, and a great many others, defcribed it

very accurately many years before. Gafpar left a fon, John
Gaipar, who purfued the iam« ftudies •, profeffed at Bafil,

was confulted by a part of Europe, and publifhed the Theatrum
Botanicum of his father, and bore a great reputation in his pro-

felfion as an able phyfician.

BAULDRI (Paul), profefibr of facred hiftcry at Utrecht,

born at Rouen in 1 639, was fon-in-law of the celebrated Henry
Bafnage. He gave to the public, 1. An edition of the tract of

Laclantius, De morte perfecutorum, with learned notes, Hol-
land, 1692. 2. A new edition of a fmall performance of Fure-
tiere's, intituled, Hiftoire des derniers troubles arrives au Roy-
aume d'Eloquence, Utrecht, 1703, 121110. 3. Des Tables Chro-
nologiques pour l'Hiftoire. 4. Several dilfertations difperfed in

different journals. He died in 1706.

BAULOT, or Beaulieu (James), a celebrated lithotomift,

was born in 165 5, in a village of the bailiwick of Lons-le-Saunier

in Franche Comte, of very poor parents. He quitted them early

in life in order to enter into a regiment of horfe Here he ferved

fome years, and made an acquaintance with a certain Pauloni,

an empyrical furgeon, much run after for cutting patients af-

flicted with the Itone. After having taken leffbns under this

charlatan for five or fix years, he repaired to Provence. There
he put on a kind of monaftic habit, but unlike any worn by the

feveral orders of monks, and was ever afterwards known only by
the name of friar James. From Provence he went to Languedoc,
then to Rouflillon, and from thence through the different pro-

vinces of France. He at length appeared at Paris, but foon
quitted it for continuing his perambulations. He was feen at

Geneva, at Aix-la-Chapelle, at'Amlterdam, and pra£lifed every
where. His fuccefs was various ; not only his method was not
uniform, but anatomy was utterly unknown to this bold ope-

rator. He refufed to take any care of his patients after the opera-
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tion, faying, I Have extracted the flone ; God will heal the wound.
Being afterwards taught by experience that dreffmgsand regimen
were necelTary, his treatments were conftantly moie fuccefs-

ful. No fooner had friar James quitted Holland, but his method
found itsw; '• £n .land, where it was adopted by Chefelden,

who brouj I its utmoft perfection : hence it was that it

got the name of the Englifh operation, though inconteftably due

to the French. In gratitude for the numerous cures this ope-

rator had performed in Amflerdam, the magiftracy of that city

caufed his portrait to be engraved, and a medal to be itruck,

bearing for imprefs his buft. To conclude, after having ap-

peared at the court of Vienna and at that of Rome, he made
choice of a retreat near Befancon. There he died in 1720, at

the age of 69, in the fciitiments of a good man whofe life had
been devoted to the relief of fuffering humanity. The hiftory

of this hermit was written by M. Vacher, furgeon-major of the

king's armies, and printed at Befancon in 1 7575 i2mo.
BAUME (James Francis de la), canon of the collegiate

church of St. Agricola d'Avignon, was born at Carpentras in

the Comtat Venaiffin, in 1705. His paffion for the belles-let-

tres attracted him to Paris. After having made fome flay there,

he publifhed a pamphlet intituled, Eloge de la Paix, dedicated

to the Academie Francoife. It is the work of a dull declaimer.

It bears the form of a difcourfe, an ode, and an epopea, and is

deftitute of the merit of either of thefe kinds. His little fuccefs

did not prevent this writer from meditating a work of greater

length. He carried the idea of his defign with him into his pro-

vince, and there he completed it. The Chriftiade, which is here

meant, occafioned its author a fecond journey to Paris. Thither

he returned to get his poem printed in profe in 6 vols. i2mo.

1753. The work, well executed as to the typographical part,

is written in a pompous and affecl:ed ftyle, which, fo far from
warming the reader with the fubject, tempts him fometimes to

laughter. In fhort, he was fined for it. He died at Paris in

1757. He wrote befides feveral fmall pieces, as the Saturnales

Francoifes, 1736, 1 vols. i2mo. and he worked for upwards of

ten years on the Courier de l'Europe. He was a man of a warm
fouthern imagination, but was entirely void both of tafte and
judgment.
BAUR (John William), more commonly named Wirlem-

Baur, a painter and engraver of Strafbourg, died at Vienna in

1640, at the age of 30. He excelled in landfcapes and pictures

of architecture. His fubjects are views, proceffions, markets,

public places. By him are, I. A collection of engravings

under the title of Iconography, Augfbourg, 16S2. 2. Battles,

1635, 3. Gardens, 1636. 4. Metamorphofes, Vienna, 1641,
folio.
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folio. In his works are feen animation, force, and truth ; but his

figures are little and mean.
BAUSCH, the furname of Abu Giafar ben AH, author of a

book intituled, Eknaa fil corat Sebaa, which is a treatife on the

feven different manners of reading the koran. He died in the

year of the hegira 546. This word Baufch figniiies in the perfian

tongue a water-melon, and a bunch of grapes.

BAUSSIR1, the furname of Abu Abdalla Mohammed Scher-
feddin, who affirmed that he had been cured in a dream of a
pally by Mohammed ; in gratitude for which he compofed a
poem to his praife, and gave it the name of Kaukab al derriat,

The Brilliant Star, and Bordat, a word which figniiies the gown
of a dervife. All the rhymes of this poem end in the letter M,
the initial of the prophet's name j and, becaufehe is alfo extolled

in it for having given fight to a blind man, the fame poem was
intituled by its author, Kaukab al derriat, fi medh khair al ber-

riah ; The Brilliant Star, or the encomium of the moft perfect of
creatures. This work is in fuch high efteem among the Mo-
hammedans, that many of them learn it by heart, and quote the
verfes of it as fo many maxims : numbers of the learned have
paraphrafed it and wrote commentaries on it ; and we meet
with a great many veriions of it both perfian and turkifli.

BAUTRU, a celebrated wit, and one of the firft members
of the french academy, was born at Paris in 1588, and died there

in 1665. He was the delight of all the minifters at court, of all

the favourites, and of all the great in general. He was indeed
a kind of fool among them ; who, while he played the buffoon,

took the ufual privilege of faying what he pleafed. Many of his

bons mots are preferved. Once, when he was in Spain, having
been to fee the famous library of the Efcurial, where he found a
very ignorant librarian, the king of Spain alked him what he had
remarked ? To whom fiautru replied, that " the library was a

very fine one : but your majefty," adds he, " fhould make your
librarian treafurer of your finances." Why fo ? " Becaufe," fays

Baurru, " he never touches what he is entrufted with."

BAXTER (Richard), an eminent nonconformift divine,

born Nov. 12, 1615, at Rowton, near High Ercal, in Shrop-
shire [s]. He was unlucky as to his education, by falling into

the hands of ignorant fchoolmaiters ; neither had he the advan-
tage of an academical education, his parents having accepted of

a propofal of putting him under Mr. Wickilead, chaplain to the

council of Ludlow : but this did not anfwer their expectation ;

Mr. Wickftead, being himfelf no great fcholar, took little or no
pains with his pupil ; the only benefit he reaped was the ufe of

an excellent library, which, by his great application, proved in-

ks] Calamy's Abridgment of Baxter's Life, p. 9. 1702. 8vo.
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deed of infinite fervice to him. When he had I'emaincd in this

fituation about a year and a half, he returned to his father's.

In 1633, Mr. Wickftead perfuaded him to lay afide his ftudies,

and to think of making his fortune at court. He accordingly

came to Whitehall, and was recommended to fir Henry Herbert,

mailer of the revels, by whom he was very kindly received; but,

in the fpace of a month, being tired of a court life, he returned

to the country, where he refumed his ftudies, and Mr. Richard

Foley of Stourbridge got him appointed mailer of the free-fchool

at Dudley, with an afliftant under him. In 1638, he applied

to the bilhop of Winchefter for orders, which he received,

having at that time no fcruples about conformity to the church

of England. The " Et cetera" oath was what firll induced him
to examine into this point. It was framed by the convocation

then fitting, and all perfons were thereby enjoined to fwear,

"That they would never confent to the alteration of the prefent

government of the church by archbifhops, bifhops, deans, arch-

deacons, &c." There were many perfons who thought it hard

to fwear to the continuance of a church government which they

difliked ; and yet they would have concealed their thoughts, had
not this oath, impofed under the penalty of expulfion, compelled

them to fpeak. Others complained of the " Et csetera," which
they faid contained they knew not what. Mr. Baxter ftudied

the bed books he could find upon this fubjeel:, the confequence

of which was, that he utterly dilliked the oath.

In 1640, he was invited to be minifter at Kidderminfter,

which he accepted ; and had been here two years when the civil

war broke out. He was a favourer of the parliament, which
expofed him to fome inconveniences, and obliged him to retire

to Gloucefter ; but being ftvongly follicited he returned to Kid-
derminfter. However, not finding himfelf fafe in this place, he
again quitted it, and took up his refidence at Coventry : here he
lived in perfect quiet, preaching once every Sunday to the gar-

rifon, and once to the town's people. After Nafeby fight, he
was appointed chaplain to colonel Whalley's regiment, and was
prefent at feveral fieges. He was obliged to leave the army in

1657, by a fudden illnefs, and retired to fir Thomas Roufe's,

where he continued a long time in a languifhing Hate of health.

He afterwards returned to Kidderminfter, where he continued to

preach with great fuccefs. When Cromwell gained the fupe-

riority, Mr. Baxter exprefTed his difiatisfaclion to his meafures,

but did not think proper to preach againft him from the pulpit

:

once indeed he preached before the protedlor, and made ufe of

the following text :
" Now I befeech you, brethren, by the name

of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye all fpeak the fame thing, and
that there be no divifions amongft you, but that ye be perfectly

joined together in the fame mind and in the fame judgment."

He
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He levelled his difcourfe again (t the divifions and diffractions of

the church. A while after Cromwell fent to fpeak with him :

when he began a long and ferious fpeech to him of God's pro-

vidence in the change of the government, and how God had
owned it, and what great things had been done at home and
abroad in the peace with Spain and Holland. Mr. Baxter told

him, " It was too great condefcenfion to acquaint him fo fully

with all thefe matters, which were above him : but that the ho-

ned people of the land took their ancient monarchy to be a blef-

fing, and not an evil ; and humbly craved his patience, that he
might afk him, how they had forfeited that bleffmg, and unto
whom that forfeiture was made?" Upon this queftion Cromwell
was awakened into fome paffion, and told him, " There was no
forfeiture, but Go'd had changed it as pleafed him •," and then

he let fly at the parliament, which thwarted him, and efpecially

by name at four or five members, Mr. Baxter's particular ac-

quaintances, whom he prefumed to defend againft the protector's

paflion. A few days after he fent for him again, under pretence of

afking him his opinion about liberty of conference ; at which time

alio he made a long tedious fpeech, which took up fo much time,

•that Mr. Baxter defired to offer his fentiments in writing, which
he did, but fays, he queftions whether Cromwell read them.

Mr. Baxter came to London a little before the depofition of
Richard Cromwell, and preached before the parliament the day

preceding that on which they voted the king's return [t]. He
preached likewife before the lord-mayor at St. Paul's a thankf-

giving fermon for general Monk's fuccefs. Upon the king's

reftoration he was appointed one of his chaplains in ordinary.

He affifted at the conference at the Savoy as one of the com-
rniffioners, when they drew up a reformed liturgy. He was
offered the bifhopric of Hereford by the lord chancellor Claren-
don, which he refufed, and gave his lordfhip his reafons for not
accepting of it, in a letter ; he required no favour but that of
being permitted to continue minifter at Kidderminiter, but could
not obtain it. Being thus difappointed, he preached occafionally

about the city of London, having a licence from biihop Sheldon,
upon his fublcribing a promife not to preach any thing againft

the doctrine or ceremonies of the church. May 15, 1662, he
preached his farewell fermon at Blackfriars, and afterwards re-

tired to Acton in Middlefex. In 1665, during the plague, he
went to Richard Hampden's, efq. in Buckinghamfhire ; and
when it ceafed returned to Acton. He continued here as long
as the act againft conventicles was in force, and, when that was
expired, had fo many auditors that he wanted room : hereupon,
by a warrant figned by twojuftices, he was committed for fix

£t] Calamy's Abridgment of Baxter's Life, p. 112.

months



170 BAXTER.
months to New Frifon gaol ; but having at length procured an
habeas corpus, he was difcharged, and removed to Totteridgc

near Barnet.

After the indulgence in 167 2, he returned to London; and the

times appearing more favourable about two years after, he built

a meeting-houfc in Oxenden-ltreet, where he had preached but
once, when a refolution was formed to take him by furprifc, and
fend him to the county gaol, on the Oxford acl ; which misfor-

tune he efcaped, but the perfon who happened to preach for

him was fent to the Gate-houfe, where he was confined three

months. After having been three years kept out of his meeting-

houie, he took another in Swallow-ftreet, but was likewife pre-

vented from preaching there, a guard having been placed for many
Sundays to hinder his entrance. Upon the death of Mr. Wadf-
worth, he preached to his congregation in Southwark [v].

In 1682, he was feized by a warrant, for coming within five

miles of a corporation; and five more warrants were ferved upon
him to diftrain for 195I. as a penalty for five fermons he had
preached, fo that his books and goods were fold. He was not

however imprifoned on this cccafion,whichwas owing to Dr.Tho-
mas Cox, who went to five juftices of the peace, before whom he
fwore that Mr. Baxter was in fiich a bad ftate of health, that he
could not go to prifon without danger of death. In the begin-

ning of 1685, ^e was committed to the King's Bench prifon, by
a warrant from the lord chief juftice Jeffries, for his Paraphrafe

on the new Teftament ; and on May 18th, of the fame year, he
was tried in the court of King's Bench, and found guilty. He
was condemned to prifon for two years; but, in 1686, king

James, by the mediation of the lord Powis, granted him a par-

don ; and on Nov. the 24th he was difcharged out of the King's

Bench. He retired to a houfe in Charterhoufe-yard, where he
afTifted Mr. Sylveiter every Sunday morning, and preached a

leclure every Thurfday.
Mr. Baxter died Dec. the 8th, 1691, and was interred in

Chri ft- church, whither his corpfe was attended by a numerous
company of perfons of different ranks, and many clergymen of

the eft abli flied church. Pie wrote a great number of books.

Mr. Long of Exeter fays fourfcore ; Dr. Calamy, one hundred
and twenty ; but the author of a note in the Biographia Britan-

nica tells us he hadfeen an hundred and forty-five diftin6l trea-

tifes of Mr. Baxter's : his practical works have been publiflied in

four volumes folio. Bifliop Burnet, in the Hiflory of his own
times [x], calls him " a man of great piety ;" and fays, " that if

he had not meddled with too many things, he would have been

[u] Calamy *s Abridgment of Baxter's [x] Vol. i. p. 1S0. 1724.
Life, p. 607, 60S.
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efteemed one of the moft learned men of the age ; that he had

a moving and pathetical way of writing, and was his whole life

long a man of great zeal and much fimplicity, but was unhappily

fubtle and metaphyfical in every thing."

BAXTER. (William), nephew to the above, an eminent
grammarian and critic, born in 1 650, at Lanlugany in Shrop-

fhire [y]. His education was much neglecled in his younger

years j for, at the age of eighteen, when he went to the fchool

at Harrow on the Hill, in Middlesex, he knew not one letter in

a book, nor underftood one word of any language but Welfh :

but foon retrieved his loft time, and became a man of great

learning. He applied chiefly to the ftudy of antiquities and phi-

lology, in which he compofed feveral books. In 1679, he pub-
lifhed a Grammar on the latin tongue [z] ; and in 1695, an edi-

tion of Anacreon [a], afterwards reprinted in 1710, with im-
provements ; in 1 7 10, an edition of Horace [b] ; and, in 17 19,
his Dictionary of the britifh antiquities [c]. His Gloflary,

or dictionary of the roman antiquities, which goes no farther

than the letter A, was publifhed in 1 7 26, by the reverend Mr.
Mofes Williams [d] ; and, in 1732, he put out propofals for

printing his notes on Juvenal [e]. Mr. Baxter had alfo a (hare

in the englifh tranflation of Plutarch by feveral hands. He was
a great mafter of the ancient britifh and irifli tongues, and well

fkilled in the latin and greek as well as the northern and eaftern

languages. He kept a correfpondence with moft of the learned

men of his time, efpecially with the famous antiquarian Mr. Ed-

[y] Autoris vita ab ipfo confcripta, reftituit Willielmus Baxter." Svo.

prefixed to his Gloffarium Antiq. Brit. [c] Under the title of " Gloffkri-jm

Lond. 173 1, Svo. General Dictionary. antiquitatum Britannicarum, five fyllabue

[z] The title at large is as follows: etymologicus antiquitatum veteris Britan-
'* De analogia, five arte linguse Latinae nias, atque Ibernia;, temponbus Romano-
commentariolus ; in quo omnia, etiam re- rum." Dedicated to Richard Mead, M.D-
conditions grammatical elementa, ratione Svo.

nova tractantur, et ad breviffimos canones [b] It was publifhed under the title of

rediguntur. In ufum provettioris adolef- " Reliquiae Baxterianse, five Willielmi

centiae. 1679." i2mo. Baxteri opera polthuma. Prsemittitur eru-

[a] " Anacreontis Teii carmina. Plu- diti autoris vitse a feipfo fcriptae fragment

rimis quibus haftenus fcatebant mendis turn." It was republifhed in 1 7 3 1 , with.

purgavit, turbata merra reftituit, notafque this title, " Gloffarium antiquitatum Ro-
cum nova interpretatione literali adjecit manarum, a Willielmo Baxter, Cornavio,

Willielmus Baxter. Subjiciunturetiam duo fcholae Merciariorum praefefto. Acccdunr
vetuftiffima poetic* Sapphus elegantiffima eraditi autoris vitae a feipfo confcriptse

odaria, una cum corredione Ifaaci Voffii, frigmentum, et feledae quaedam ejufdem

et Theocriti Anacreonticum in mortuum epiftolae."

Adonin. 1697 et 1710." 8vo. [
B ] Under this title, " Gulielmi Bax»

[u] The fecond edition was finifhed by ten quae fuperfunt enairatior.es et notae in

him but a few days before his death, and D Junii Juvmalis Satyras. Accedit rerum
publifhed under this title: " Q^ Horatii et veiborum oblervatione digniorum qua; m
Flacci Eclogae, una cum fcholiis perpetuis, iifdem occurrunt, index locupletiflimus.

tarn veteribus quam novis. Adjecit etiam, Accurantc Guiielmo Mofe, A. M. R. S.

ubi vifum eft, et fua, textumque ipfum Soc."
piuiimis locis vel conuptum vel turbamm

ward
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ward Lhwyd. Some of Mr. Baxter's letters to him are publifliec!

in his Glofiarium autiquitatum Romanarum. There are like-

wife in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions [f] two letters of his to

Dr. Harwood, one concerning the town of Veroconium, or

Wroxeter, in Shropftiire, and the other concerning the hypo-
caufta, or fweating-houfcs of the ancients ; and another to 13r.

Hans Sloane [g 1, fecretary to the Royal Society, containing an

abftract of Mr.Lhwyd's Archasologia Britannica.

Mr. Baxter fpent mod of his life in educating youth : for fome
years he kept a boarding-fchool at Tottenham High-crofs in Mid-
dlefex, where he remained till he was chofen mailer of the Mer-
cer's fchool in London. In this fituation he continued above

twenty years, but refigned before his death, which happened on
the 31ft of May, 1 723. Some further particulars of which may
be feen in the Anecdotes of Mr. howyer,
BAXTER ( Amdrew)[h], avery ingenious writer of Scotland,,

was born in 1686, or 1687, at Old Aberdeen, of which city his

father was a merchant, and educated in King's college there.

His principal employment was that of a private tutor to young
gentlemen ; and among others of his pupils were lord Grey, lord

Blantyre, and Mr. flay of Drummelzier. About 1724, he mar-
ried the daughter of a clergyman in the fhire of Bervvick, A
few years after he published, in 4to, " An Enquiry into the Na-
ture of the human Soul, wherein its immateriality is evinced from
the principles of reafon and philofophy;" without date. In J 741*
he went abroad with Mr. Hay, and refided fome years at Utrecht;

having there alfo lord Blantyre under his care. He made ex-

cursions from thence into Flanders, France, and Germany; his

wife and family redding, in the mean time, chiefly at Berwick

•upon Tweed. He returned to Scotland in 1747, and refided till

his death at Whittingh.am, in the {hire of Eaft Lothian. He
drew up, for the ufe of his pupils and his fon, a piece, intituled,

** Matho : five, Cofmotheoria puerilis, Dialogus. In quo prima

elementa de mundi ordine et ornatu proponuntur, &c." This

was afterwards greatly enlarged, and publifhed in englifh, in two
volumes 8vo. In 1750 was publifhed, " An Appendix to his

Enquiry into the nature of the human foul ;" wherein he en-

deavours to remove fome difficulties, which had been ftarted

againft his notions of the " vis inertia?" of matter, by Maclaurin,

in his " Account of Sir Ifaac Newton's Philofophical Difco-

veries." To this piece Mr. Baxter prefixed a dedication to Mr.
John Wilkes, with whom he had commenced an acquaintance

abroad. He died this year, April the 23d, after furVering for

fome months under a complication of diforders, of which the

gout was the chief.

[f
J
No. 306. p. 2236. [h] Biog. Brit fee. edit.

[cj No. 3 ix. p-243*-

He



BAYER. 173

He left a wife, three daughters, and one fon, Mr. Alexander

Baxter-, from which laft the authors of the Biographia Britannica

received, as they inform us, fundry particulars of his life. He
was a very ingenious and knowing man : the french, german,

and dutch languages were fpoken by him with much eafe, the

Italian tolerably ; and he wrote and read them all, together with

the fpanifh. He was a man aifo of great integrity, humanity,

and candour : his candour appears, we think, molt ftrikingly

from this, inafmuch as though Mr. "Wilkes had made himfelf fo

very obnoxious to the fcottifh nation in general, yet Mr. Baxter

kept up with him an affectionate correfpondence to the laft, even

after he was unable to write to him with his own hand [ij. He
left many manufcripts behind him. He would gladly have

finifhed his work upon the human foul :
" I own/' fays he to

Mr. Wilkes, " if it had been the will of heaven, I would gladly

have lived, till I had put in order the fecond part of the Enquiry,

(hewing the immortality of the human foul; but Infinite Wif-

dom cannot be miftaken in calling me fooner. Our blindnefs

makes us form withes." It was, indeed, what he eonfidered it,

his capital work : a fecond edition of it was pubiifhed, in two

volumes, 8vo. 1737, and a third in 1 745»
B AYARD (Pierre du Terr ail, Chevalier de\ one of the

braveft captains of his time, famous for his eager purfuit of

glory, and pofTefling every military virtue of the fubordinate

kind, was a foldier of fortune born in Dauphine, He followed

Charles VIII. to the conqueft of Naples, where he eminently

fignalized himfelf. He was dangerouily wounded at the taking

of Brefcia, a city of Italy It was here he proved his generofity

by returning to the daughter of his hoft the two thouiand pif-

toles which her mother prefented to him, for the redemption of

her houfe from plunder : an a&ion which has been celebrated by

mod hiftorians. He ferved under Francis I. at «the battle of

Marignau, and followed the admiral Bonnivet into Italy in 1523.

Being mortally wounded in retreating from the imperialifts, he

placed himfelf under a tree, his face towards the enemy, faying,

" As in life I always faced the enemy, ib I would not in

death turn my back upon them." This happened in 1524. His

fecretary, who wrote his life, fays, that after two-and-thirty

years fervice, he died almofc as poor as he was born.

BAYER (Theophii.us Sigfred), grandfon of John Bayer,

an expert mathematician, was born in i 694. His inclination to

the ftudy of ancient and modern languages led him to learn

even the chinefe. He went afterwards to Dantzic, to Berlin; to

Halle, to Leipfic, and to feveral other towns of Germany, and

in all places made ufeful acquaintances. On his return to

[1 J Letters to and from Mr. Wilkes, vol. i.

,
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Koenigfberg in 17 17, he was made librarian there. In 1726 he
was called to Petersburg, where he was appointed profcflbr of
greek and roman antiquities. He was on the point of going back
to Koenigfberg, when he died at Peterfburg in 1738. We bave
of his writing a great number of learned and curious difler-

tations. His Mufreum Sinicum, printed in 1730, 2 vols. 8vo.

a work of lingular erudition, fhews its author to have had great

fagacity. John Bayer, his grandfather, born at Augfburg, was
an able aftronomer. In 1603, he publifhed, under the title of

Uranometria, a defcription of the conftellations, in which he
points out every ftar by a greek or latin letter.

BAYLE (Peter), author of the Hiftorical and Critical Dic-
tionary, born Nov. 18, 1647, at Carla, a fmall town in the county
of Foix, was the fon of John Bayle, a proteflant miniller [k].

Peter gave early proofs of a fine genius, which his father culti-

vated with the utmoft care : he himfelf taught him the latin and
greek languages, and fent him to the proteflant academy at

Puylaurens in 1666. The fame year, when upon a vifit to his

father, he applied fo clofely to his ftudies, that it brought upon
him an illnefs which kept him at Carla above eighteen months ;

upon his recovery, he returned to Puylaurens to profecute his ftu-

dies ; afterwards he went to Touloufe in 1669, and attended the

lectures in the Jefuits college. The controverfial books which
he read at Puylaurens raifed feveral fcruples in bis mind in re-

gard to the proteflant religion ; his doubts were increafed by
ibme difputes he had with a priefl, who lodged in the fame houfe

with him at Touloufe. He thought the proteftant tenets were
falfe, becaufe he could not anfvver all the arguments raifed againfl

them ; fo that about a month after his arrival at Touloufe, he

embraced the roman catholic religion [l]. This was matter of

great concern to all his relations. Mr. Bertier, bilhop of Rieux,

rightly judging, that after this ftep young Bayle had no reafon

to expect any affiftance from his relations, took upon him the

charge of his maintenance. They piqued themfelves much at

Touloufe upon the acquifition of fo promifmg a young man.
When it came to his turn to defend thefes publicly, the mo ft

diftinguifhed perfons of the clergy, parliament, and city were
prefent ; fo that there had hardly ever been feen in the univer-

sity a more fplendid and numerous audience. The thefes were
dedicated to the Virgin, and adorned with her picture, which
was ornamented with feveral emblematical figures, reprefenting

the converfion of the refpondent.

Some time after Mr. Bayle's converfion, Mr. Naudis de Bru-
guiere, a young gentleman of great wit and penetration, and a

[k] See (he cnglifli translation of Des [l] See the englifh tranf.ation of Dcs
M^izcaux's Life ol Bayle, p. 5. Maizeaux's Life oi Bayle, p. 4.

relation
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relation of his, happened to come to Touloufe, where lie lodged

in the fame houfe with him. They difputed warmly about re-

ligion; and after having pufhed the arguments on both fides with

great vigour, they ufed to examine them over again coolly.

Thefe familiar difputes often puzzled Mr. Bayle, and made him
diftruft feveral opinions of the church of Rome ; fo that he fe-

cretly condemned himfelf for having embraced them too preci-

pitately. Some time after Mr. de Pradals came to Touloufe,

whom Mr. Bayle's father had defired to vifit him, hoping he
would in a little time gain his confidence; and. this gentleman

fo far fucceeded, that Bayle one day owned to him his having
been too hafty in entering into the church of Rome, fince he
now found feveral of her doctrines contrary to reafon and fcrip-

ture. Auguft 1670, he departed fecretly from Touloufe, where
he had (laid eighteen months, and retired to Mazeres in the Lau-
ragais, to a country houfe of Mr. du Vivie. His elder brother

came thither the day after, with fome minifters of the neigh-

bourhood ; and next day Mr. Rival, minifler of Saverdun, re-

ceived his abjuration in prefence of his elder brother and two
other minifters, and they obliged him inftantly to fet out for

Geneva. Soon after his arrival here, Air. de Normandie, a fyn-

dic of the republic, having heard of his great character and abi-

lities, employed him as tutor to his fons. Mr Bafnage at that

time lodged with this gentleman ; and it was here Mr, Bayle
commenced his acquaintance with him. When he had been
about two years at Geneva, at Mr. Bafnage' s recommendation
he entered into the family of the count de Dhona lord of Copet,

as tutor to his children ; but not liking the folitary life he led in

this family, he left it, and went to Roan in Normandy, where he
was employed as tutor to a merchant's fen ; but he foon grew
tired of this place alfo. His great ambition was to be at Paris ;

he went accordingly thither in March 1675, and, at the recom-
mendation of the marquis de Ruvigny, was chofen tutor to mef-
fieurs de Beringhen, brothers to M« de Beringhen, counfeilor in

the parliament of Paris.

Some months after his arrival at Paris, there being a vacancy
of a profeflbrfhip of philofophy at Sedan, Mr. Bafnage propofed

Mr. Bayle to Mr. Jurieu, who promifed to ferve him to the ut-

moft of his power, and defired Mr. Bafnage to write to him to

come immediately to Sedan [m]. But Mr. Bayle excufed him-
felf, fearing left if it fhould be known that he had changed his

religion, which was a fecrct to every body in that country but
Mr. Bafnage, it might bring him into trouble, and the roman
catholics from thence take occafion to dillurb the protcftants at

Sedan. Mr. Jurieu was extremely furprifed at his refufal ; and

£m] Bayle's Letters to Mefl". Conftant and Minutoli.
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even when Mr. Bafnage communicated the reafon, lie was of

opinion it ought not to hinder Mr. Bayie's coming, fince he and

Mr. Bafnage being the only perfons privy to the fecret, Mr. Bayle

could run no manner of danger. Mr. Bafnage "therefore wrote

again to Mr. Bayle, and prevailed with him to come to Sedan.

He had three competitors, all natives of Sedan, the friends of

whom endeavoured to raife prejudices againit him becaufe he

was a ftranger. But the affair being left to be determined by

difnute, and the candidates having agreed to make their thefes

without books or preparation, Mr. Bayle defended his thefes

with fuch perfpicuity and ftrength of argument, that, in fpite of

all the intereft of his adverfaries, the fenate of the univerfity de-

termined it in his favour; and notwithstanding the oppofition he

met with upon his firft coming to Sedan, his merit foon procured

him univerfal efteem.

In 1680, an affair of the duke of Luxemburgh made a great

noife: he had been accufed of impieties, forcery, and poifonings,

but was acquitted, and the prccefs againit him fupprefled.

Mr. Bayle, having been at Paris during the harveft-vacation,

had heard many particulars concerning this affair. He compofed

an harangue on the fubjecl:, wherein the marihal is fuppofed to

vindicate himfelf before his judges. This fpeech is a fmart fa-

tire upon the duke and fome other perfons. He afterwards

wrote one more fatirical, by way of criticifm upon the harangue.

He fent thefe two pieces to Mr. Minutoli, defiringhis opinion of

them ; and, that he might fpeak his mind more freely, he con-

cealed his being the author. About this time father de Va-
lois, a jefuit of Caen, publifhed a book, wherein he maintained

that the fentiments of M. Des Cartes concerning the effence

and properties of body, were repugnant to the doctrine of the

church, and agreeable to the errors of Calvin on the fubjecl: of

the eucharift. Mr. Bayle read this performance, and judged it

well done. He was of opinion the author had inconteftably

proved the point in queftion; to wit, that the principles of M.
Des Cartes were contrary to the faith of the church of Rome,
and agreeable to the doctrine of Calvin. He took occaGon from

thence to write his " Sentiments de M. Des Cartes touchant

l'effence, &c." wherein he maintained the principles of Des
Cartes, and anfwered all the arguments by which father de Valois

had endeavoured to confute them.

The great comet, which appeared December 1680, having

filled the generality of people with fear and aftonifhment, in-

duced Mr. Bayle to think of writing a letter on this fubjecl; to-

be inferted in the Mercure Galant ; but, finding he had fuch

abundance of matter as exceeded the. bounds of a letter for that

periodical work, lie refolved to print it by itfelf ; and accord-

ingly fent it to M. de Vife. He defired M. de ,

r
ife to give it

t*
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to his printer, and to procure a licence for it from M. de la

Reynie, lieutenant of the police, or a privilege from the king if

that was neceffary ; but M. de Vife returned for anfwer, that

M. de la Reynie being unwilling to take upon him rhe confe-

quenccs of printing it, it would be neceffary to obtain the ap-

probation of the doctors before a royal privilege could be ap-

plied for ; which being a tedious and difficult affair, Mr. Bayle

gave over all thoughts of having it printed at Paris.

The proteftants in France were at this time in a diftreffed

fituation ; not a year paffid without fome infringement of the

edict of Nantz, and it was at length refolved to fhut up their

academies. That at Sedan was accordingly fuppreffed by an
arret of Lewis XIV. dated the 9th of July tc58i. Mr. Bayle

ftaid fix or feven weeks at Sedan after the fuppreffion of the

academy, expecting letters of invitation from Holland; but not

receiving any during that time, he left Sedan the 2d of Septem-
ber, and arrived at Paris the 7th of the fame month, not being

determined whether he fhould go to Rotterdam or England, or

continue in France ; but whilft he was in this uncertainty he
received an invitation to Rotterdam, for which place he accord-

ingly fet out, and arrived there the 30th of October 1681. He
was appointed profeffor of philofophy and hiftory; with a falary

of five hundred guilders per annum. The year following lie

publifned his Letter concerning Comets; and father Maimbourg
having publifhed about this time his Hiftory of Calvinifm,

wherein he endeavours to draw upon the protectants the con-

tempt and refentment of the catholics, Mr. Bayle wrote a piece

to confute his hiftory : in this he has inferted feveral circum-

ftances relating to the life and difputes of Mr. Maimbourg, and
has given a fketch of his character, which is thought to have a
ftrong likenefs.

The reputation which Mr. Bayle had now acquired, induced

the Hates of Friezland, in 1684, to offer him a profellorfhio in

their university ; but he wrote them a letter of thanks, and de-

clined the offer. This fame year he began to publifli his Nout
velles de la republique des lettres ; and the year following he
wrote a fecond part to his Cenfure on the Hiftory of Mr. Maim-
bourg.

In 1686, he was drawn into a difpute in relation to the fa-

mous Chriftina queen of Sweden : in his Journal for $pril, he
took notice of a printed letter, fuppofed to have been written

by her fwedifh majefty to the chevalier de Terlon, wherein fhe

condemns the perfecution of the proteftants in France. He in-

ferted the letter itfelf in his Journal for May, and in that of
June following he fays: What we hinted at in our laft month,
is confirmed to us from day to day, that Chriftina is the real

author of the letter concerning the perfecutions in France which
Voj,. II. N is



iyS BAYLE,
is afcribed to her : it is a remainder of proteftantifm." Mr. Bnyfe

received an anonymous letter, the author of which fays, that he
wrote to him of his own accord, being in duty bound to it, as a

fervant of the queen. He complains that Mr. Bayle, fpeaking

of her majefty, called her only Chriftina, without any tirle ; he

finds alfo <jreat fault with his calling the letter, " a remainder

of proteftantifm." He blames him likewife for inferting the

words " I am," in the conclufion of the letter. " Thefe words,

favs this anonymous writer, are not her majefty's ; a queen, as

fhe is, cannot employ thefe words but with regard to a very few
perfons, and Mr. de Terlon is not of that number." Mr. Bayle

wrote a vindication of himfelf as to thefe particulars, with which
the author of the anonymous letter declared himfelf fatisfied,

excepting as to what related to " the remainder of proteftantifm."

He would not admit of the defence with regard to that ex-

preflion ; and, in another letter, advifed him to retract that ex-

preflion. He adds in a poftfcript, You mention in your Journal

of Auguft, a fecond letter of the queen, which you fcruple to

publifh. Her majefty would be glad to fee that letter, and you
will do a thing agreeable to her, if you would fend it to her.

You might take this opportunity of writing to her majefty. This

counfcl may be of fome ufe to you, do not neglect it." Mr.
Bayle took the hint, and wrote a letter to her majefty, dated

the 14th of November 1686; to which the queen, on the 14th

of December, wrote the following anfwer :

" Mr. Bayle,

tf I have received your excufes, and am willing you fhould

know by this letter, that I am fatisfied with them. I am obliged

to the zeal of the perfon, who gave you occafion of writing to

me •, for I am very glad to know you. You exprefs fo much re-

fpe<ft and affection for me, that I pardon you fincerely ; and I

would have you know, that nothing gave me offence but that

remainder of proreftantifm, of which you accufed me. I am
very delicate on that head, becaufe nobody can fufpecl me of

it, without leffening my glory, and injuring me in the moll fen-

fible manner. You would do well, if you fhould even acquaint

the public with the miftake you have made, and with your re-

gi'et for it. This is all that remains to be done by you, in order

to deferve my being entirely fatisfied with you.
" As to the letter which you have fent me, it is mine with-

out doubt •, and Cince you tell me that it is printed, you will do

me a pleafure if you fend me fome copies of it. As I fear no-

thing in France, fo neither do I fear any thing at Rome. My
fortune, my blood, and even my life, are entirely devoted to the

fervice of the church ; but I flatter nobody, and will never fpeak

any thing but the truth. I am obliged to thofe who have been

pleafed
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plenfed to publifh my letter ; for I do not at all dlfguife my
ientiments. I thank God, they are too noble and too honourable

to be difowned. However, it is not true, that this letter was
written to one of my miniiters. As I have every where enemies,

and perfons who envy me, fo I in all places have friends and

fervants ; and 1 have poflibly as many in France, notwithstand-

ing the court, as any where in the world. This is purely the

truth, and you may regulate yourfelf accordingly.

" But you (hall not get off fo cheap as you imagine. I will

enjoin you a penance ; which is, that you will henceforth take

the trouble of fending me all curious books that (hall be pub-

limed- in latin, french, fpanifh, or italian, on whatever fubject

or fcience, provided they are worthy of being looked into ; I do

not even except romances or fatires : and above all, if there are

any books of chemiflry, I defire you may fend them to me as foon

as po'Jible. Do not forget likewife to fend me your ' Journal.'

I {hall order that you be paid for whatever you lay out, do but

fend me an account of it. This will be the moft agreeable and

moft important fervice that can be done me. May God profper

you. Christina Alexandra."
it now only remained that Mr. Bayle fhould acquaint the

public with the miftake he had made, and his regret for it, in

order to merit that princefs's entire fatisfa£lion. This he did in

his Journal of January 1687. " We have been informed, to our

incredible fatisfaction," fays he, " that the queen of Sweden
having feen the ninth article of the Journal of Auguft i636, has

been pleated to be fatisfied with the explanation we gave there.

Properly, it was only the words ' remainder of proteftantifm/

which had the misfortune to offend her majefty ; for, as her

majefly is very delicate on that fubject, and defires that all the

world fhould know, that after having carefully examined the

different religions, fhe had found none to be true but the roraan

catholic, and that (he has heartily embraced it; it was injurious

to her glory to give occafion for the leaft fufpicion of her fin-

cerity. "We are therefore very forry that we have made ufe of an

expreffion, which has been underftood in a fenfe fo very different

from our intention ; and we would have been very far from
making ufe of it, if we had forefeen that it was liable to any
ambiguity : for, befides the refpect which we, together with all

the world, owe to fo great a queen, who has been the admira-
tion of the univerfe from her earlieft days, we join with the

utmoft zeal in that particular obligation which all men of letters

are under to do her homage, becaufe of the honour fhe has
done the fciences, by being pleafed thoroughly to examine their

beauties, and to protect them in a diftinguifhing manner."
The perfecution which the proteftants at this time fuffered

in France affected Mr. Bayle extremdy. He made occasionally

N 2 iome



180 BAYLE.
fome reflections on their fufTerings in his Journal ; and he wrote

a pamphlet alfo on the fubjecl:. Some time after he publifhed

his Commentaire philofophique, upon tliefe wcrds, " Compel
them to come in :" but the great application he gave to this and

his other works, threw him into a fit of ficknefs, which obliged

him to difcontinue his Literary Journal. Being advifed to try a

change of air, he left Rotterdam, and went to Cleves ; whence,

after having continued fome time, he removed to Aix la Chapelle,

and thence returned to Rotterdam. In 1690, the famous book,

intituled, Avis aux Refugiez, &c. made its appearance : Mr.
Jurieu, who took Mr. Bayle for the author, wrote a piece againft

it, and prefixed an advice to the public, wherein he calls Mr.
Bayle a profane pcrfon, and a traitor engaged in a conspiracy

againft the ftate. As foon as Mr. Bayle had read this libel againft

him, he went to the grand fchout of Rotterdam, and offered to

go to prifon, provided his accufer would accompany him, and
undergo the punifhment he deferved,if the accufation was found
unjuft. He publifhed alfo an anfwer to Air. Jurieu's charge ;

and as his reputation, nay his very life was at flake, in cafe the

accufation of treafon was proved, he therefore thought himfelf

not obliged to keep any terms with his accufer, and attacked

him with the utmott fcverity. Mr. Jurieu loft all patience: he
applied to the magiftrates of Amflerdam, who advifed him to a

reconciliation with Mr. Bayle, and enjoined them not to publifh

any thing againft each other till it was examined by Mr. Boyer,

the penfioner of Rotterdam. But, r.otwithftanding this pro-

hibition, Mr. Jurieu attacked Mr. Bayle again with lb much
paffion, that he forced him to write a new vindication of
himfelf.

In November i6qo, Mr. de Beauval advertifed in his Journal,

a fcheme for a Critical Dictionary. This was the work of Mr.
Bayle. The articles of the three fir ft letters of the alphabet were
already prepared ; but a difpute happening betwixt him and Mr.
de Beauval, he for fome time laid the work afide. Nor did he
refume it till May 1692, when he publiihed his fcheme; but

the public not approving of his plan, he threw it into a different,,

form, and the firft volume was publifhed in Auguft 160 5, the

fecond the October following. The work was extremely well re-

ceived by the public ; but it engaged him in frefh difputes, par-

ticularly with M. Jurieu and the abbe Renaudot. Mr. Jurieu
publiflied a piece, wherein he endeavoured to engage the eccle-

fiaftical afiemhlies to condemn the Dictionary : he prefented it

to the fenate fitting at Delft; but they took no notice. of the

affair". The confiftory of Rotterdam granted Mr. Bayle a hear-

ing ; and after having heard his anfwers to their remarks on his

Dictionary, declared themfelves fatisficd, and advifed him to

communicate this to the public. Mr. Jurieu made another at-

tempt
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tempt with the confiflory in 1698 5 and fo fat he prevailed, that

they exhorted Mr. Bayle to be more cautious about his principles

in the fecond edition of his Dictionary ; which was publifhed in

1702, with many additions and improvements.

Mr. Bayle was a moft laborious and indefatigable writer. In
one of his letters to Des Maizeaux, he fays, that fince his 20th

year he hardly remembers to have had any leifure. His intenfe

application contributed perhaps to impair his conftitution, for it

foou began to decline [n]. He had a decay of the lungs, which
weakened htm confiderably; and as this was a diftemper which
had cut off feveral of his family, he judged it to be mortal, and
would take no medicines. He died the 28th of December 1706,
after he had been writing the greateft part of the day. He wrote
feveral books befides what we have mentioned, many of which
were in his own defence againft attacks from the abbe Renau-
dot, M. le Clerc, M. Jaquelot, and others 5 a particular account
of his works may be feen in the fixth volume of Niceron. Among
the productions which do honour to the age of Lewis XIV. Mr.
Voltaire has not omitted the Critical Dictionary of our author :

It is the firft work of the kind, he fays, in which a man may
learn to think. He cenfures indeed thofe articles which contain

only a detail of minute facts, as unworthy either of Bayle, an
underltanding reader, or pofterity. In placing him, continues

the fame author, amongft the writers who do honour to the age
of Lewis XIV. although a refugee in Holland, I only conform
to the decree of the parliament of Touloufe *, which, when it

declared his will valid in France, notwilhftanding the rigour of
the laws, exprefsly faid, " that fuch a man could not be con-
fidered as a foreigner."

BAYLY (Lewis), author of that memorable book, intituled,

The Practice of Piety. He was born at Caermarthen in Wales,
educated at Oxford, made minifter of Evefham in Worcefter-
fhire about 161 1, appointed chaplain to king James, and pro-

moted to the fee of Bangor in 1616 fo]. His book is dedicated
" to the high and mighty prince, Charles prince of Wales j"

and the author tells his highnefs, that " he had endeavoured to

extract: out of the chaos of endlefs controverfies the old practice

of true piety, which flourifhed before thefe controverfies were
hatched." The defign was good •, and the reception this book
has met with, may be known from the number of its editions,

that in 8vo. in 1734, being the fifty-ninth. This prelate died

in 1632, leaving four fons, of whom
BAYLY (Thomas), was fomewhat diftinguifhed. He was

educated at Cambridge ; and, having commenced B. A. was pre-

fented to the fubdeanery of Wells by Charles I. in 1638. In

£n] Niceron, torn. vi. p. 266. [o] Athen. Ox. vol, i. Biograph, Britan.
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1644 he retired with other loyalifts to Oxford; and two years

after we find him with the marquis of Worcefter in Ragland
caftle. When this was furrendered to the parliament army, he
travelled into France and other countries ; but returned the

year after the king's death, and publifhed at London, in 8vo. a
book, intituled, Certamen Religiofum : or, a conference between
king Charles I. and Henry late marquis of Worcetter, concern-

ing religion, in Ragland caftle, anno 1640. But this conference

was believed to have no real foundation, and confidered as no-

thing elfe than a prologue to the declaring of himfelf a papiit. The
fame year, 1649, lie publifhed, The Royal Charter granted unto

kings by God himfelf, &c. to which is added, A Treatife, wherein

is proved, that epifcopacy is jure divinc
y

8vo. Thefe writings

giving offence, occafioned him to be fearched out, and committed
to Newgate ; whence efcaping, he retired to Holland, and be-

came a naming roman catholic. During his confinement in New-
gate, he wrote a piece intituled, Herba Parietis : or, The Wall-
Flower, as it grows out of the (tone-chamber belonging to the

metropolitan prifon ; being an hiftory, which is partly true,

partly romantic, morally divine ; whereby a marriage between
reality and fancy is folemnized by divinity. Lond. 1650, in a

thin folio. Some time after, he left Holland, and fettled at

Douay ; where he publifhed another book, intituled, The end
to controverfy between the roman catholic and protcftant re-

ligions, juftified by all the feveral manner of ways, whereby all

kinds of controversies, of what nature foever, are ufually or can

poffibly be determined. Douay, 1654, 4to. At laft this fingular

perfon went to Italy, where he lived and died extremely poor

(although fome catholics faid, that he died in cardinal Ottoboni's

family) : for Dr. Trevor, fellow of Merton college, who was in

Italy 1659, told Mr. Wood feveral times, that Dr. Bayly died ob-

fcurely in an hofpital, and that he had feen the place where he,

was buried [?].

BAYNES (John), was born in April 1758, at Middleham, in

Yorkfhire ; where his father, who fince retired from bufinefs,

then followed the profeflion of the law. His mother died in

child-bed. Mr. Baynes received his education at Richmond,
under the Rev. Mr. A. Temple, author of three difcourfes,

printed in 1772 ; of " Remarks on the Layman's Scriptural Con-
futation •, and Letters to the Rev. Thomas Randolph, D. D. con-

taining a defence of Remarks on the Layman's Scriptural Con-
futation, 8vo. 1779-" At fchool he foon diftinguifhed himfelf

by his fuperior talents and learning, and by the age of fourteen

years was capable of reading and understanding the greek claf-.

fics. From Richmond he was fent to Trinity college, Carn-

ey] Athen. Oxon. vol. i. Biograph. Brit
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bridge; where, before he had arrived at the age of twenty years, he
obtained the medals given for the belt performances in clafficai

and mathematical learning. In 1777 he took the degree of B. A.
and determining to apply himfeif to the ltudy of the law, he
about 1778, or 1779, became a pupil to Allen Chambre, efq. and
entered himfeif of the fociety of Gray's Inn. In 1780 he took

the degree of M. A. and about the fame time was chofen fellow

of the college. From this period he chiefly refided in London,
and, warmed with the principles of liberty, joined thofe who
were clamorous in calling for reformation in the Hate. He was a

member of the Conllitutional Society, and took a very active part

at the meeting at York, in December 1779. In his political creed.

he entertained the fame fentiments with his friend Dr. Jebb

;

and, like him, without hefitation renounced thofe of his party

whom he confidered to have difgraced themfelves by an unnatural

coalition. It may with truth be afferted, that if the warmth of

his political purfuits was not at all times under the guidance of

difcretion, yet he never acted but from the ftrictelt principles

of integrity. He had a very happy talent for poetry, which by
many will be thought to have been mifapplied, when devoted as

it was to the purpofes of party. He wrote many occasional

pieces in the newfpapers, particularly in the London Courant,

but was very careful to conceal himfeif as the writer of verfes,

which he thought would have an ill effect on him in his pro-

feflion. There is great reafon to believe that he wrote the ce-

lebrated Archaeological EpiRle to Dr. fviilles, dean of Exeter.

It is certain this excellent performance v/as tranfmitted to the

prefs through his hands ; and it is more than probable, that the

fame reafon which occafioned him to decline the credit of his

other poetical performances, influenced him to relinquish the

honour of this. It is a fact, however, which mould not be fup-

prefled, that he always difclaimed being the author of this poem

;

and when once preffed on the fubjecr. by a friend, he defired him
to remember when it fiiould be no longer a fecret, that he then

difowned it. Mr. Baynes had many friends, to whom he was
(incerely attached, and by whom he was greatly beloved. Scarce

any man indeed had fo few enemies. Even politics, that fatal

difuniter of friendships, loft its ufual effect with him. As he
felt no rancour towards thofe from whom he differed, fo he ex-

perienced no malignity in return. What he conceived to be
right, neither power nor interefi: could deter him from aliening.

In the la ft autumn, when he apprehended the election lor fellows

of Trinity college to be irregularly conducted, he boldly, though
reipectfully, with others of the fociety reprefented the abufe

to the heads of the college ; and when, inftead of the expected

reform, an admonition was given to the remonftrants to behave

with more refpect to their fuperiors, conicious of the rectitude

N 4 of
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of their intentions, he made no fcruple of referring the conduct
of himfelf and his friends to a higher tribunal. It was his in-

tention to publifh a more correal edition of Lord Coke's Tracts

;

and we are informed he has left the work nearly completed. His
death is fuppofed to have been occafioned by an intenie applica-

tion to buiinefs, which brought on a putrid fever, of which he

died, univerfally lamented, Auguft 3, 1787, after eight days

illnefs. In the cnfuing week he was buried near the remains

of his friend Dr. Jebb, privately, in Bunhilliields burying-

ground.

BAZZAZ, the furname of Abdalla ben Mohammed ben

Khalil, author of the Adab al Mofredat, which is a treatife Con-

cerning the particular conditions and properties of traditions.

He alfo competed Amali, i. e. leffons dictated or written under

a matter. They all turn upon theological matters for the ufe

of the mufulmans. ISaffereddin Bazzaz was father and mailer

of Kerderi, the famous doctor.

BE (Guillbaume le), engraver and letter founder, was
born at Troyes in 1525, fon of Guilleaume le Be, a noble bour-

geois, and Magdalene de St. Aubin. Being brought up in the

houfe of Robert Stephens, whom his father fupplied with paper,

he got an infight into the compofition of the types of that fa-

mous printing-houfe. In 1545 le Be took a journey to Venice,

and there cut for Mark Anthony Juftiniani, who had raifed a

hebrew printing-houfe, the punches for making the matrices

neceffary to the calling of the founts to be employed in that

eftablifhment. Being returned to Paris, he there prattifed his

art till 1598, the year of his deceafe. Cafaubon fpeaks of him
highly to his credit in his preface to the Opufcula of Scaliger,

Henry le Be, his fon, was a printer at Paris, where he gave in

ic8i a quarto edition of the Inflitutiones Clenardi in linguam

grcecam. 1 his book, which was of great utility to the authors

of the Methode Grecque of Port royal, is a mafter-piece in

printing. His fons and his grandfons fignalized themfelves in

the fame art. The laft of them died in 1685.

BEACON (Thomas), was profeflbr of divinity according to

the author of the " Heroologia." But Bifhop Tanner fays that

he was educated at Cambridge in the reign of Edward VI. In

the next reign he retired into Germany, whence he wrote a

confolatory ppiftie to the perfecuted protectants in England.

His works, which are all in englifh, except his book " De Ccena
Domini," are in three vols, folio. He was the firft engiifhman

that wrote againft bowing at the name of Jefus. He had no
higher preferment in the church than a prebend of Canterbury,

to which he was promoted in the reign of Elizabeth.

BEALE (Mary), a portrait-painter in the reign of Charles II.

was daughter of Mr. Cradock, miniiter of Walton upon Thames,
but
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fout born in Suffolk in 1632 [qJ. She was afliduous in copying
the works of fir Peter Lely and Vandyke. She painted in oil,

water-colours, and crayons ; and had much bufinefs. The au-

thor of the EfTay towards an englifh fchool of Painters, annexed
to De Piles's art of Painting, fays, that " fhe was little infe-

rior to any of her contemporaries, either for colouring, ftrength,

force, or life ; infomuch that fir Peter was greatly taken with,

her performances, as he would often acknowledge. She worked
with a wonderful body of colours, and was exceedingly induf-

trious." She was greatly refpe£f.ed and encouraged by many of
the moil eminent among the clergy of that time : fhe took the

portraits of Tillotfon, Stillingfleet, Patrick, Wilkins, &c. fome
of which are ftill remaining at the earl of llcheller's, at Mel-
bury in Dorfetfhire. In the manufcripts of Mr. Oldys, fhe is

celebrated for her poetry as well as for her painting ; and is

ffyled " that mafculine poet, as well as painter, the incompar-
able Mrs. Bcale [r]." In Dr. S. Woodford's tranflation of the

Pfalms, are two or three verfions of particular Pfalms by Mrs.
Beale ; whom, in his preface, he calls " an abfolutely complete
gentlewoman." He fays farther, " I have hardly obtained leave

to honour this volume of mine with two or three verfions, long

fince done by the truly virtuous Mrs. Mary Beale ; among whofe
leafl accomplifhments it is, that fhe has made painting and
poetry, which in the fancies of others had only before a kind of
likenefs, in her own to be really the fame. The reader, I hope,
will pardon this public acknowledgment, which I make to fo de-
fending a perfon." She died Dec. 28, 1697, in her 66th year.

She had two fons, who both exercifed the art of painting fome
little time : one of them, afterwards, (tudied phyfic under Dr.
Sydenham, and prattifed at Coventry, where he and his father

died. There is an engraving, by Chambers, from a painting by
herfelf, of Mrs. Beale, in Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting in

England.

BEARD (John), was bred up in the king's chapel, and was
one of the fingers in the duke of Chandos's chapel at Cannons,
where he performed in Either an Oratorio compofed by Mr.
Handel. He appeared the firft time on the flage at Drury-lane,

Aug. 30, 1737, in fir John Loverule, in the Devil to Pay. Pie

afterwards, on the 8th of Jan. 1739, married lady Henrietta
Herbert, daughter of James earl Waldegrave, and widow of lord

Edward Plerbert, iecond fon of the marquis of Powis. She
died 31ft of May 17^3. On his marriage he quitted the ftage

for a few years. He afterwards returned to Drury-lane, and in

1744 changed for Covem>garden, where he remained until

1758. In that year he engaged with Mr. Garrick, and conti-

[$J Pilkington's Ditt of Pajuters, 4770, 410. [r] Bjog. Biit. 2d edit.

iiued
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nued with him until 1759, when having married a daughter of
]\h-. Rich, he was engaged at Covent-garden, where," on the
death of that gentleman, he bec-ime manager. His firft ap-
pearance there was on the 10th of Oft. 1759, in the character
of Macheath, which, aided by Mifs Brent in Polly, ran 52
nights. In :76s he retired from the theatre, and died univer-
fally refpe&ed at the age of 74. His remains were depoiited

in the vault of the church at Hampton in Middlefex. It is al-

moin neediefs to fay, he was long the deferved favourite of a

delighted public. Whoever remembers the variety of his abi-

lities, as a&or and finger, in oratorios and operas, both ferious

and comic, will teflify to his having flood unrivalled in fame
and excellence.

This praife, however, great as it was, fell fhort of that his

private merits acquired. He had one of the fmcereft hearts

joined to the mod polifhed manners. He was a mod delightful

companion, whether as hoft or gueft. His time, his pen, and
purfe, were devoted to the alleviation of every diilrefs that fell

within the compafs of his power. It may be affirmed with the
ftricted juftice, that through life he fulfilled the refpective du-
ties of foil, brother, guardian, friend, and huiband, with the

mod exemplary truth and tendernefs.

Very early in life he married the right hon. lady Harriet
Herbert ; but though that lady gave him a treafure in herfelf,

fhe brought him no other treafure ; and his druggies to fupport
her in fomething like her former date, involved him in many
difficulties •, and her frequent and long iilnefies (occafioned prin-

cipally by grief for having embaravTed the man die loved) in-

creafed thofe difficulties, and die funk under them.
His fecond wife had the happinefs to repair thofe ravages of

his fortune, and enable him to gratify the fird wifh of his heart,

beneficence. We need not add, that fuch a man, as he lived

peculiarly beloved, fo he died peculiarly lamented.

BEATON, or BETON (David), archbiihop of St. Andrew's,
in Scotland, and cardinal of the roman church, born 1494, and
educated in the univerfity of St. Andrew's [s]. He was after-

wards fent over to the univerfity of Paris, where he dudied di-

vinity ; and when he attained a proper age, entered into orders.

In 15 19 he was appointed refident at the court of France ; about
the fame time his uncle James Beaton, archbiihop of Glafgow,
conferred upon him the rectory of Campfay j and in 1523 his

uncle, being then archbiihop of St. Andrew's, gave him the ab-

bacy of Aberbrothock. David returned to Scotland in 1525,
and in 1528 was made lord privy feal. In 1533 he was fent

[s] Keith's Hift. of th-e Affairs of Church and State in Scotland, vol. i. b. i. cap. iv.

Eiiiu. i 734.

again
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Ugain to France, in conjunction with fir Thomas Erfkine, to

confirm the leagues fubfitting betwixt the two kingdoms, and to

bring about a marriage for king James V. with Magdalene,
daughter of his cliriitian majelty ; but the princefs being at this

time, in a very bad (late of health, the marriage could not then

take effect.. During his refidence however at the french court,

he received many favours from his chriftian majefty. King
James having gone over to France, had the princefs Magdalene
given him in perfon, whom he efpoufed on the firft of January
j 53 7. Beaton returned to Scotland with their majefties, where
they arrived the 2gth of May ; but the death of the queen hap-
pening the July following, he was fent over again to Paris, to

negotiate a fecond marriage for the king with the lady Mary,
daughter to the duke of Guife ; and during his ftay at this time

at the court of France, he was coniecrated biihop of Mirepoix.

All things being fettled in regard to the marriage, in the month
of June, he embarked with the new queen for Scotland, where
they arrived in July : the nuptials were celebrated at bt. An-
drew's, and the February following the coronation was perform-

ed with great fplendor and magnificence in the abbey church of

Holyroodhoufe.

Beaton, though at this time only coadjutor of St. Andrew's,
yet had all the power and authority of the archbifhop ; and in

order to ftrengthen the catholic interefl in Scotland, pope Paul
III. railed him to a cardinalfhip, by the title of St. Stephen in

Monte Ccelo, Dec. 20, 1538 [tJ. King Henry VIII. having
intelligence of the ends propofed by the pope in creating him a

cardinal, fent a very able minifter to king James, with particu-

lar inftructions upon a deep fcheme to procure the cardinal's

difgrace ; bat it did not take effect [u]. A few months after,

the old archbifhop dying, the cardinal fucceeded : and it was
upon this promotion that he began to fhew his warm and per-

fecting zeal for the church of Rome. Soon after his inftall-

ment, he got together, in the cathedral of St. Andrew's, a great

confluence of perfons of the firft rank, both clergy and laity ; to

whom, from a throne erected for the purpofe, he made a fpeech,

wherein he reprefented to them the danger wherewith the

church was threatened by the increafe of heretics, who had the

boldnefs to profefs their opinions even in the king's court ;

where, faid he, they find but too great countenance : and he
mentioned by name fir John Borthwick, whom he had caufed to

be cited to that diet, for clifperfing heretical books, and hold-

ing feveral opinions contrary to the doctrine of the roman
church [x j. Then the articles of accufation were read again ft

[t] Dempfter, Kilt, EccUf. Cent. [u] See fir Ralph Sadler's Let. p.3 .',36.

Scot. Ub. ii. p. Stf. j x] K.ciih, vol, i.p. to,

him,
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Jiim, and fir John appearing neither in perfon nor by proxy, was
declared a heretic, his goods confifcated, and himiclf burnt in
effigy. Sir John retired to England, where he was kindly re-

ceived by king Henry, who fent him into Germany, in his

name, to conclude a treaty with the proteftant princes of the

empire. Sir John Borthwick was not the only perfon proceed-
ed againft for herefy j feveral others were alfo profecuted, and
among the reft George Buchanan the celebrated poet and hifto-

rian : and as the king left all to the management of the cardinal,

it is hard to fay to what lengths fuch a furious zealot might
Lve <^oney had not the king's death put a flop to his arbitrary

proceedings.

"When the king died, there being none fo near him as the

cardinal, it was from thence fuggeited by his enemies, that be
forged his will ; and it was fet alide, notwithstanding he had it

proclaimed at the crofs of Edinburgh, in order to eftablifh the

regency in the earls of Argyle, Huntley, Arran, and himfelf [y].

He was excluded from the government and the earl of Arran
was declared fole regent during the minority of queen Alary.

This was chiefly effected by the noblemen in the engiifh inte-

reffc, who, after having fent the cardinal prifoner to Blacknefs-

caftle, managed the public affairs as they pleafed [z]. Things
did not remain long however in this fituation ; for the ambi-
tious enrerprifing cardinal, though confined, raifed fo ftrong a

party, that the regent, knowing not how to proceed, began to

drflike his former fyftem, and having at length reiolved to aban-

don it, releafed the cardinal, arid became reconciled to him.

Upon the young queen's coronation, the cardinal was again ad-

mitted of the council, and had the high office of chancellor con-

ferred upon him ; and fuch was now his influence with the re-

gent, that he got him to follicit the court of Rome to appoint

fcim legate a latere from the pope, which was accordingly

done.

His authority being now firmly efiablifhed, he began again to

promote the popifh caufe with his utmoft efforts. Towards the

end of 1545, he vifited fome parts of his diocefe, attended with

the lord governor, and others of the nobility, and ordered feve-

ral perfons to be executed for herefy. In 1546 he fummoned
a provincial affembly of the clergy at the Black friars in Edin-

burgh, in order to concert meafures for reftraining herefy. How
far they proceeded is uncertain ; but it is generally allowed that

the cardinal was diverted from the purpofes he had then in hand,

by information he received of Mr. George Wifhart, the moft

famous proteftant preacher in Scotland, being at the houfe cf

Mr. Cockburn at Grmiiton. The cardinal, by an order from

jrvj Buch. Hift. lib. xv. [zj Sadler's Letters, p. 71, 169.

the



BEATON7
. 189

the governor, which was indeed with difficulty obtained, caufed

him to be apprehended. He was for fome time confined in the

cattle of Edinburgh, and removed from thence to the cattle of

St. Andrew's. The cardinal, having refolved to proceed with-

out delay to his trial, fummoned the prelates to St. Andrew's.

At this meeting the archbiihop of Glafgow gave as his opinion,

that application fhould be made to the governor, to grant a cora-

miffion to fome nobleman to try fo famous a prifoner, that the

whole blame might not lie upon the clergy. He was accord-

ingly applied to ; and notwithstanding his refufal, and his mef-

fage to the cardinal, not to precipitate his trial ; and notwith-

ftanding Mr. Wifhart's appeal, as being the governor's prifoner,

to a temporal jurifdi&ion -

t
yet the furious prelate went on with

the trial, and this innocent gentleman was condemned to be

burnt at St Andrew's [a]. He died with amazing firmnefsand

vefolution : it is averred by fome writers, that he prophefied in

the midft of the flames, not only the approaching death of the

cardinal, but the circumftances alio that fhouid attend it [b].

The prophecy however is called in queftion by others, who treat

it as a flory invented after the cardinal's death [c]. This pro-

ceeding

[a] Sootfwood, Keith.

[bJ Mr. George Buchanan, after hav-

ing given an account of the manner in

which Mr. Wifhart fpent the morning of

his execution, proceeds thus : A while af-

ter two executioners were fent to him by

the cardinal; one of them put a black.

}inen (hirt upon him,, and the other bound

many little bags of gun-powder to all the

parts of his body. In this diet's they

brought him forth, and commanded him
to (lay in the governor's outer chamber,

and at the fame time they erecled a

wooden fcaffold in the court before the

caftle, and made up a pile of wood. The
windows and balconies ovsragainft it were

all hung with tapeftry and iilk hangings,

with cufhions for the cardinal and his

train, to behoJd and take ple.tfure in the

joyful fight, even the toiture of an inno-

cent man j thus coutting the favour of the

people as the author of fo notable a deed.

There was alfo a great guard of foldiers,

not (o much to fecure the execution, as

for a vain oftentation of power : and be-

fide, brafs guns were placed up and down
in all convenient places of the caftle.

Thus, while the trumpets founded, George
was brought forth, mounted the fcaSold,

and was fattened with a cord to the ftake,

and having fcarce leave to pray for the

church of God, the executioners fired the

wood, which immediately taking hold of

the powder that was tied about him, blew

it up into flame and fmoke. The governor

of the caftle, who ftood fo near that he

was ringed with the flame, exhorted hira

ill a few words fo be of good chee.-, and to

atk pardon ot God for his offences. To
whom he replied : This flame occafions

trouble to my body indeed, but it hath m
no wife broken my lpirit ; but he, who
now looks down fo proudly upon me from

yonder lofty place (pointing to the car-

dinal) fhall ere long be as ignominiouilir

thrown down, as now he proudly lolls at

his eafe. Having thus fpoken, they ftrait-

ened the rope which was tied about his

neck, and fo ftrangled him; his body in

a few hours being confumed to afhes in

the flame." Buch. Hift. Scot lib. xv.

[c] Archbifhop Spotfwood and Mp<"

Petiie follow Buchanan in regard to the

circumftances of Mr. Wifhart's death and

his prophecy. On the other fide, Mr.
Keith fuggefts that the ftory is very doubt-

ful, if not falfe. " I confefs," fays he,

" I give but fmall credit to this, and to

fome ot!"r perfons that fuffered for reli-

gion in our country, and which upon that

account I hive all alongomitted to narrate.

I own I think them ridiculous enough,

and feemirigly contrived, at lealt magni-
fied, on purpofe to render the judges and
clergymen of that time odious and defpi-

cable ill the eyes of men. And as to this

pjlTage concerning Mr. Wilhart, it may be

noticed, that there is not one word of it to

be
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ceeding made a great noife throughout the kingdom ; the zeal-

ous papifts applauded his conduct, and the proteftants exclaimed

againft him as a murderer ; the cardinal however was pleafed

with himfelfj imagining he had given a fatal blow to herefy, and

that he had ftruck a terror into his enemies.

Soon after the death of Mr. Wifhart, the cardinal went to

Finhaven, the feat of the earl of Crawford, to folemnize a mar-
riage between the elded fon of that nobleman and his daughter

Margaret. Whilft he was thus employed, intelligence came
that the king of England was making great preparations to in-

vade the fcottifh coafts. Upon this he immediately returned to

St. Andrew's, and appointed a day for the nobiiity and gentry

of that country, which lies much expofed to the fea, to meet
and confult what was proper to be done upon this occafion [o].

He likewife began to fortify his own caftle much ftronger than

ever it had been before. Whilft he was bufy about thefe mat-
ters, there came to him Norman Lefley, eldeft fon to the earl of

Rothes, to follicit him for fome favour ; who, having met with

a refufal, was highly exafperated, and went away in great dif-

pleafure. His uncle Mr. John Lefley, a violent enemy to the

cardinal, greatly aggravated this injury to his nephew : who,
being paflionate and of a. daring fpirit, entered into a confpiracy

with his uncle and fome other perfons to cut off the cardinal.

The accomplices met early in the morning, on Saturday the 29th

of May. The ftrft thing they did was to feize the porter of the

caftle, and to fecure the gate : they then turned out all the fer-

vants and feveral workmen. This was performed with fo Jitfie

noife, that the cardinal was not waked till they knocked at his

chamber door ; upon which he cried out, " Who is there?"

John Lefley anfwered, " My name is Lefley." " Which Lef-

ley ?" replied the cardinal, " Is it Norman ?" It was anfwered,
*'• that he muit open the door to thofe who were there •," but

being afraid, he fecured die door in the belt manner he could.

Whilft they were endeavouring to force it open, the cardinal

called to them, " Will you have my life ?" John Lefley anfwer-

be met with in the firft: edition of Mr. Beaton,' in which he rakes toge'.h?r all

Knox's Hiftory; and if the thing had thewoift' things that could be fuggefted

heen true in faft, I cannot fee how Mr. againft this prelate, yet makes no mention

Knox, who was fo good an acquaintance either of his glutting hifnfe'lf inhumanly

of Mi. Wifharl's, and no farther dilrant with'the fpeftacle of Mr Wifhart's dea:h,

from the place of his execution than Eaft nor of any prophetical intermination made
L,othian, and who continued fome months by Mr. Wifhart concerning the cardinal ;

along with the murderers of cardinal Bea- nor does Mr. Fox take notice of either of

ton in the calUe of St. Andrew's, could thefe circumftarices, fo that I am much of

either be ignorant of the ftory, or neglect the mind, that it has been a ftory trumped

in hiftory i'o remarkable a prediction And up a good time after the murder." Keith's

it has even its own weight, that fir David Hift, of the Church ©/'Scotland; p. 42.

Lindfay, who lived at that time, and wrote [oj Buch. Hift. lib. 15.

9 poem called ' The tragedy of cardinal

ed
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ed, " Perhaps we will." " Nay," replied the cardinal, " fwear

unto me, and I will open it." Some authors fay, that upon a

promife being given that no violence fhould be offcred, he open-

ed the door ; but however this be, as foon as they entered, John
Ledey fmote him twice or thrice, as did likewife Peter Carmi-
chael ; but James Melvil, as Mr. Knox relates the fact [e], per-

ceiving them to be in choler, faid, " This work and judgment
of God, although it be fecret, ought to be done with greater

gravity •, and, prefenting the point of his fwo r-d, faid, Repent
thee of thy wicked life, but efpecially of the fhedding the blood

of that notable inflrument of God, Mr. George Wilhart, which
albeit the flame of fire confumed before men, yet cries it for

ve eince upon thee ; and we from God are fent to revenge it.

For here, before my God, I proteft, that neither the hatred of

thy perfon, the love of thy riches, nor the fear of any trouble

thou couldtt have done to me in particular, moved or moveth me
to ftrike thee; but oniybecaufe thou hail been, and remr.ineft,

an obflinate enemy againft Chrifh Jefus and his holy gofpel."

After having fpoken thus, he ftabbed him twice or thrice thiough

the body : thus fell that famous prelate, a man of great parts,

but of pride and ambition boundlefs, and withal an eminent in-

ftance of the instability of what the world calls fortune.

BEATON (James), nephew of the above, and born at Bal-

four 1530. He was educated in the univerfity of St. Andrew's,

and promoted to the arGhbifhopric of Glafgow before he was

25 years of age. When the reformation took place in Scotland,

1560, he collected all the records and facred veifels belonging

to his cathedral, which he carried over to France, and depofited

them in the fcotch college in the univerfity of Paris. He refided

there many years, and was appointed ambafiador by James VI.

He left behind him a Hiftory of Scotland in MS. and died at

Paris 1603, aged 73.

BEAU (John L*?wis le), profeffor of rhetoric in the college

of the Graffms, and member of the academy of inferiptions,

was born at Paris the 8th of March 1721, and died the 12th of

March 1766. He tilled with diftinguifhed merit the functions

of academician and profeffor. He is author of a difcourfe in

which, after having fhewn the pernicious effects of poverty to

men of letters, and what dangers they have to dread from
riches, he concludes, that the ftate of a happy mediocrity is the

fitteft for them. He publifhed an edition of Homer, greek and
latin, 2 vols. 1746; and the Orations of Cicero in three vols.

17^0. To both he has fubjeuned copious annotations.

BEAU (Charle-s le), eider brother of the foregoing, at firft

profeffor of rhetoric in the college des Graffms, afterwards pro-

[e] Hift. of the reformation of Scotland.

feffor
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feflbr in the college-royal, fecretary to the duke of Orleans, per**

petual fecretary and penfionary of the academy of Inscriptions*

was born at Paris, Oct. 19, 1701, and died in that city March
13, 1778. He was married, and left only one daughter. This
honed and laborious academician, the rival of Rollin in the art of

teaching, idolized by his fcholars, as that famous profeflbr was,

had perhaps a more extenfive fund of learning than he. Few
men ever had a deeper knowledge in greek and latin literature.

His hiftory of the Lower Empire, in 22 vols. i2mo. is the more
eiteemed, as in the compodtion of it he had fo many difficul-

ties to overcome, to be continually reconciling contradictory

writers, filling up chafms, and in fhort, to make a regular body

out of a heap of nvfhapen ruins. It is ftrongly characterized by

a judicious feries of criticifm, couched in a polifhed and elegant

ftyle. The logician fometimes Hands out too confpicuoufly ;

but in general it is read with pleafure and profit. The memoirs
of the academy of belles-lettres are enriched w ith feveral learned

diflertations by the fame author, and feveral other academical

pieces. The religious fentiments, the found principles, "the

iweetnefs of manners, and the inviolable integrity of M. le Beau,

\phich infpire 1 his friertds and difciples with fo much attachment

to him when alive, occasioned them to feel a long and killing

regret at his departure. Several little anecdotes might here be

related that do honour to his heart. A place in the academy
of belles-lettres had been defigned for him. Bougainville, the

tranflator of the Anti-Lucretius, applied for it, with fewer pre-

tenfions, and a lefs confummate knowledge ; he dreaded fuch a

formidable competitor as M.le Beau, to whom, however, from

his known character, he was not deterred from making his

wifhes known. The profeflbr felt for his embarrafiment, and

haftened to the friends who had promifed him their votes, de--

firing they might be transferred to the young ftudent. It is one

of the fmallefl facrifices, faid he, I mould be ready to make in

order to oblige a man of merit. M. le Beau was received at the

election following ; and M. Capperonier/furprifed at his exten-

five erudition, and affected by his generofity, exclaimed, Ke is

Our matter in all things ! His Opera Latina were publifhed at

Paris in 1783, 3 vols. i2mo.
BEAUCAIRE d-. 1'eguillon (Francois), born in the Bour-

bonnois, of an antieut family, was preceptor to the cardinal

Charles de Lorraine, whom lie accompanied to Rome, and who
ceded to him the bimopric of Metz. He followed him a^ in to

the counril of Trent, where he fpoke with great eloquence and

zeal againi. the pretenfions of the TJ1 tramontanes, and on the

rieceflity of the reformation. Peguillon retired to the Chateau de

la Chretre, in the Bourbonnois, after having refigned his mitre.

It was Miere that he compofed his Rerum Gallicarum Commen-

5 taria,
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taria, ab anno 1562 ad annum 1641, Lyons, 1625, folio. There

is alio a tracl of his writing, Des JEnfans Morts dans le fein dc

leurs meres, 1567, 8vo. He died in 1591, with the reputation

of a learned and virtuous prelate. His Hiftory of France did

not appear till after his death, agreeably to his own defire. It

is well written, and camprifes the principal events. He is too

lavifh of his praifes on the Guifes ; but is otherwife accurate

enough.

BEAUCHAMPS (Pierre Francois GodaRd de), born at

Paris, died in that metropolis in 1761, at the age of 72. He
wrote, 1. The loves of Ifmene & Ifmenias, 1 743, 8vo. It is a

free tranflation of a greek romance by Euftathius, an excellent

grammarian, and author.of the famous commentary on Homer.
It contains interefting adventures, in that fpecies of epic poetry

in profe which partakes at once of the tragic and comic vein,

2. The loves of Rhodantes & Docicles, another greek ro-

mance by Theodorus Prodromus, tranflated into french, 1746,
i2mo. 3. Recherches fur les Theatres de France, 1735, 4to et

8vo. 3 vols. Beauchamps did not confine himfelf to compile

the titles of the dramatical pieces : he has added particulars of

the lives of fome of the french comedians •, but he has omitted

n. number of intereitinlg anecdotes, with which he might have

cmbellifhed his work. It were to be wifhed that he had deve-

loped the tafte of the former ages of the French for dramatic

reprefentations, the art and the progrefs of tragedy and comedy
from the time of Jodelle •, the genius of the french poets, and.

tjieir manner of imitating the antients. But for this it would
nave been neceflary to read the pieces, and to reflect -, and Beau-

champs was lefs capable of the latter than of the former. 4. Let-

tres d'Heloife & d'Abailard, in french verfe, fluent enough, but

^rofaic, 1737, 8vo. 5. Several theatrical performances.

BEAUCHATEAU (Francois Matthieij Chatelet de),

born at Paris in 1645, was tne f°n °^ a player. He was num-
bered with the poets when no more than eight years old. The
queen, mother of Lours XIV. cardinal Mazarin, the chancellor

Seguier, and the firft perfonages of the court took pleafure in

converfing with this child, and in exercifing his talents. He was
only 12 when he publifhed a collection of his poetical pieces, in

4to, under the title of, La Lyre de jeune Apollon, or, La Mufe
naiflante du petit de Beauchateau, with copper-plate portraits of

the perfonshe celebrates. About two years afterwards he went
over to England with an ecclefiaftic Cromwell and the moft
confiderable perfous of the then government admired the young
poet. It is thought that he travelled afterwards into Perfia,

"where perhaps he died, as no farther tidings were ever heard di

him.
BEAVER (John), was a benedi£line monk in "Weftminfter

Vol. II, O abbey,
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abbey, and flourifhed about the beginning of the xivth centufyV

He applied himfelf particularly to the ftudy of the hiflory and

the antiquities of England, and became a great mafter of both.

Among other things he wrote a Chronicle of the britifh and

engliih affairs, from the coming of Brute to his own time. It

was never publifhed, but remains in MS. in feveral places, par-

ticularly in the Colonian library. Mr. Hearne publifhed, in 1735*
propofals for the printing of it, but his death put a flop to the

publication. He alfo wrote a book De rebus ccenobii Weftmo-
nafterienfis. Leland commends him as an hiftorian of good

credit, and he is alfo cited by Stow in his furvey of London and

Weftminfter.

BEAUFILS (Guillaume), a jefuit, born at St. Flour in

Auvergne in 1674, died at Touloute at a very advanced age in

1758. Preaching, the compofition of fome literary works, and

the direction of a number of pious votaries, for which he had

uncommon attractions and a peculiar talent, took up almofl the

whole of his life. The pieces he publifhed are, 1. Several fu-

neral difcourfes. 2. The life of Madame de Leftonac. 3. The
life of Madame de Chantal ; and, 4. Letters on the government

of religious houfes.

BEAUFORT (Margaret), countefs of Richmond and

Derby, was the only daughter and heirefs of John Beaufort,

duke of Somerfet (grandfon to John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaf-

ter), by Margaret Beauchamp his wife. She was born at Blet-

fhoe in Bedfordfhire, in 1441. While very young, me was mar-

ried to Edmund Tudor, earl of Richmond, by whom (he had a

fon named Henry, who was afterwards king of England, by the

title of Henry VII. On the 3d of Nov. 1456, the earl of Rich-

mond died, leaving Margaret, his countefs, a very young wi-

dow, and his fon and heir, Henry, not above 15 weeks old. Her
fecond hufband was fir Henry Stafford, knight, fecond fon to

the duke of Buckingham, by whom fhe had no ifTue. And foon

after the death of iir Henry Stafford, which happened about the

vear 1482, fhe married Thomas, lord Stanley, afterwards earl of

Derby. After fpending a life in fucceffive acts of beneficence,

ihe paid the great debt of nature on the 29th of June 1509,

in the firft year of the reign of her grandfon Henry VIII. She

was buried in Weflminifer-abbey, where a monument was

erected to her memory. It is of black marble, with her effigy

in gilt copper; and the head is encircled with a coronet.

BEAULIEU (Sebastian Pontault de), engineer and

marechal de camp, died in 1674, drew, and caufed to be en-

graved at a great expence, the fieges, battles, and all the mili-

tary expeditions of the reign of Louis XIV. with very inftruct-

ive difcourfts, in 2 vols, folio.

BEAULIEU (John Baptist Allais de), one of the moft

celebrated
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celebrated Writing mailers of Paris, brought up feveral who
Were excellent in that art. He publifhed L'Art d'ecrire, en-

graved by Senault, and printed at Paris in 1681 and 1688, in

folio.

BEAUMELLE (Laurence Angliviel de la), born at

Valleraugues, in the diocefe of Allais, in 1727, deceafed at

Paris Nov. 1773; was very early in life in the clafs of diflin-

guifhed writers. Being invited to Denmark as profefTor of the

french belles-lettres, he opened this courfe of literature by a

difcourfe that was printed in 1 75 1, and well received. Having
always lived in the fouth of France, a refidence in the north

could hardly agree with him. He quitted Denmark with the

title of privy-counfellor and a penlion. Stopping at Berlin, he
was defirous of forming an intimacy with Voltaire, with whofe
writings he was much captivated ; but, both the one and the

other of them being of a bilious and impetuous character, they

had no fooner feen each other than they quarrelled, without
hope of reconciliation. The hiflory of this quarrel, which gave
rife to fo many perfonalities and invectives, unhappily for the

honour of letters, is to be feen in but too many books. It is no-
torious that a reflection in a publication of la Beaumelle, inti-

tuled Mes Penfees, was the firft caufe of it. This work, very
fludiouily compofed, but written with too much boldnefs, pro-

cured the author many enemies ; and, on his arrival at Paris in

I753, he was clapped up in the Baftille. No fooner was he let

out, than he publifhed his Memoirs of Maintenon, which drew
on him a frefh detention in that royal prifon. La Beau-
melle, having obtained his liberty [f], retired into the country,

where he put in practice the lefTons he had given to Voltaire.

He cultivated literature in peace, and fettled himfelfin the com-
forts of domeflic life by marrying the daughter of M. Lavaifle,

an advocate of great practice atThouloufe. A lady of the court

called him to Paris about the year 1772, and wifhed to fix him
there, by procuring him the place of librarian to the king j but

[f] It was after this hrft deliverance more free. I am out of the Baftille
; you

from the Baftille that he wrote the follow- are no longer at court. Let us make the

ing letter to Voltaire, who, fome months beft ufe of a benefit that may be fnatched
before, had been aneftedat Frankfort, af- from us at every moment. Let us enter-

ter having quitted the court of Berlin, tain a diftant refpeft for that greatnefs
" Well then, we are once more at liberty; which is fo dangerous to thofe that come
let us revenge eurfelves on thefe misfor- near it, and that authority, fo terrible

tunes by rendering them of ufe to us. L^t even to them that exercife it ; and, if it

us lay afide all thofe literary infirmities be true that we cannot venture to think
which have fpread fo many clouds over without rifk, let us think no more. Do
the courfe of your life, fo much bitternefs the pleafures of reflection counterbalance
over my youthful years. A little more thofe of fafety ? Let us he perfuaded, you,
glory, a little more opulence : What does after fixty years ofexperier.ee; me, alter

it all fignify? Let usfeek the reality of fix months of annihilation. Let us be
happinefs, and not itsfhadow. The moil wifer, or at leaft more prudent; and the
Ihining reputation is never worth what it wrinkles of age and the remembrance of
coih. Charles V. fighs after retirement; bolts and bars, thofe injuries of ('.me and
Ovid wifhes to be a fool. We are once power, will prove real benefits to us.''

O 2 he
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he did not long enjoy this promotion ; a dropfy in the chefl ra**

vifhed him from his family and the literary world. He left a fon

and a daughter. His works are, I. A Defence of the Efprit des

Loix ; againft the author of the Nouvelles Ecclefiafliques

;

which is inferior to that which the prefident de Montefquieu
publifhed himfelf, but for which that writer was much obliged

to him. 2. Mes Penfees, or, Le Qu'en dira-t-on ? in i2mo. ; a

book which has not kept up its reputation, though containing a

great deal of wit ; but the author in his politics is often wide of

the truth, and allows himfelf too decifive. a ftyle in literature

and morals. The palTage in this book which embroiled him
with Voltaire is this : " There have been better poets than

Voltaire ; but none have been ever fo well rewarded. The
king of Pruffia heaps his bounty on men of talents, exactly from
the fame motives as induce a petty prince of Germany to heap

his bounty on a buffoon or a dwarf." 3. The Memoirs of Ma-
dame de Maintenon, 6 vols. i2mo, which were followed by 9
vols, of letters. In this work many fa&s are hazarded, and
others disfigured. Madame de Maintenon is made to think and
ipeak, as (he neither thought nor fpoke. The ftyle has neither

the propriety nor the dignity that is proper to hiftory. But,

notwithstanding thefe defe£ts, it cannot be denied that the au-

thor writes with great animation and energy. He has at times

the pi-ecifion and the force of Tacitus, of whofe annals he left

a tranllation in manufcript. He had beftowed much ftudy on
that philofophic hiftorian, and fometimes is fuccefsful in the

imitations of his manner. 4. Letters to M. de Voltaire, 1761,
l2mo, full of attic fait and wit. The author had publifhed the

age of Louis XIV. with notes, in 3 vols. i2mo. Voltaire re-

futed thefe remarks in a pamphlet, intituled, Supplement to the

age of Louis XIV. in which he (hews it to be an odious thing

to feize upon a work on purpofe to disfigure it. La Beaumelle

in 1754 gave out an Anfwer to this Supplement, which he re-

produced in 1761, under the title of Letters. To this Voltaire

made no reply ; but fhortly after itigmatized it for ever in com-
pany with feveral others, in one of the cantos of a poem but too

well known. He there defcribes la Beaumelle as miftaking the

pockets of other men for his own. The writer, thus infamoufly

treated, endeavoured to cancel the calumny by a decree of the

parliament of Thouloufe ; but other affairs prevented him from
purfuing this. To conclude : Voltaire had an efteem for him
againft his will ; and the writer of this article has feen a letter

of his in which he fays :
" Ce pendard a bien de l'efprit." La

Beaumelle, on the other hand, faid : " Perfonne n'ecrit mieux

que Voltaire." Here we have an inftance of two men of ge-

nius, reciprocally acknowledging the merit of each other, and

yet puffing a part of their life in mutual abufe. The abbe Irail

o informs
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Informs us, that la Beaumelle being one day afked, why he was
continually falling foul on Voltaire in his books ? " Becaufe,

returned he, he never fpares me in his ; and my books fell the

better for it." But this we may rely on, that la Beaumelle would
.have left off writing againft the author of the Henriade ; and

even would have been reconciled with him, had he not imagined

that it would be impoffible to difarm his wrath and efcape his

arrows : he preferred war to a patched up peace. 5. Penfees de

Seneque, in latin and french, in i2mo. after the manner of

the Penfees de Ciceron by the abbe d'Olivet, whom he has ra-

ther imitated than equalled. 6. Qommentaire fur la Henriade,

Paris 1775, 2 vols. 8vo. Juftice and tafte are fometimes dif-

cernible in this performance, but too much feverity and too

many minute remarks. 7. A manufcript tranflation of the

Odes of Horace. 8. Mifcellanies, alfo in MS. among which
are ibme ftriking pieces. The author had a natural bent to-

wards fatire. His temper was frank and honeft, but ardent and

relllefs. Though his converfation was inftruclive, it had nc*t

that livelinefs which we perceive in his writings.

BEAUMONT (Sir John), fon of Francis Beaumont, one of

the judges of the common-pleas, in the reign of queen Eliza-

beth, and brother to the celebrated dramatic poet, Francis Beau-

mont. He was born 1582, at Grace-dieu, in Leicefterlhire, and

was admitted gentleman commoner of Broadgate hall, in Ox-
ford, 1596. After having fpent three years at the univerfity,

he removed to one of the inns of court ; but foon quitted the

ftudy of the law, and retired to Leicefterlhire, where he mar-
ried a lady of the Fortefcue family. In 1626 he was knighted

by king Charles, and died in the winter of 1628. In the youth-

ful part of his life he applied himfelf to poetry, and publifhed

feveral pieces. Fie wrote the Crown of Thorns, a poem, in

eight books : there is extant likewife a mifcellany of his, intituled

Bofworth Field [g]. He has left us alfo the following tranfla-

tions from the latin poets : Virgil's 4th eclogue, Horace's 6th

fatire of the fecond book, his 29th ode of the third book, and
his epode. Juvenal's 10th fatire, and Perfius's 2d fatire. Au-
fonius's 1 6th Idyll, and Claudian's epigram of the old man of

Verona. The reft of his pieces are either on religious fubjects,

or of a moral kind. Drayton and Jonfon have mentioned him
with honour and great regard.

BEAUMONT (Francis), brother of the preceding, and a

celebrated dramatic writer, was born at Grace-cUeu in Leicef-

terflrirc, about the year 1586 [h]. He was educated at Cam-
bridge, and afterwards admitted of the Inner Temple j but it

fc] Athen. Oxon. vol. i. col. 521. p. 103. Wood's Atb. Oxon. Vol. 1. col.

£h] Jacob's poetical regiiltr, val. a. 524. Wood. ib.

O 3 does
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'does not appear that he made any proficiency in the law, his

paffion for the Mufes being fuch as made him entirely devote

himfelf to poetry. He died in March 1615, before he was 30
years of age ; and was buried in the entrance of St. Benedict's

chapel, within St. Peter's, Weftminfter. There is no inferip-

tion on his tomb ; but there are two epitaphs to his memory,
one by his elder brother fir John Beaumont, the other by bifhop

Corbet ; to be found in their refpedlive works. He left a

daughter Frances Beaumont, who died in Leicefterfhire, fmce

the year 1700 [1]. She had in her pofleinon feveral poems of

her father's writing •, but they were loit at fea in her voyage

from Ireland, where fhe had lived fome time in the duke of Or-

mond's family. Befides the plays in which he was jointly con-,

cerned with Fletcher, he wrote a little dramatic piece, intituLed

A mafk of Gray's-Inn gentlemen •, the Inner-Temple, a poe-

tical epifile to Ben Jonfon ; and verfes to his friend mafter

John Fletcher, upon his Faithful Shepherdefs, and other poems,

printed together in 1653, 8vo [k]. Beaumont was efteemed fo

good a judge of dramatic compofitions, that Ben Jonfon fub-

mitted his writings to his correction, and it is thought was
much indebted to him for the contrivance of his plots. What
an affection he had for Beaumont appears from the following

verfes addreffed to him :

How I do love thee, Beaumont, and thy Mufe,
That unto me do'fl fuch religion ufe

!

How do I fear myfelf that am not worth
The lead indulgent thought thy pen drops forth !

At once thou mak'ft: me happy, and unmak'ft j

And giving largely to me, more thjou tak'tt.

What fate is mine, that fo itfelf bereaves ?

What art is thine, that fo thy friend deceives ?

When, even there where moll thou praifelt me,
For writing better I mull envy thee [l].

BEAUMONT (Joseph), fucceeded Dr. Pearfon in the maf-,

terfhip of Jefus college in Cambridge in 1662 ; and was within

two years afterwards appointed mafter of Peterhoufe. In 1672
he was preferred to the chair of regius profeffor of divinity 5 in

which he fat many years with great reputation. He was the

author of Pfyche, or Love's Myftery, in 24 cantos, difplaying

the Intercourse betwixt Chrift and the Soul. This allegorical

poem was not without its admirers in the laft age. Dr. Beau-
mont alfo wrote Obfervations upon the Apology of Dr. Henry

[1] Preface prefixed to the works of Dram. Works, i2mo. edit. 17251 vol. i.

Beaumont and Fletcher, printed for J. p. ct).

Tonton, 171 1, 8vo. [l] See his works, Lond. 17 1 6, 8vo.

£k ;
Dryden's Elfay on Dram. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 133,

9 More,
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More, Camb. 1685, 4to. A confiderable number of his poemsj*.

&c. were publifhed in 410, by fubfcription, in 1749, with the
life of the author prefixed. He died in 1699, m tne 84th year
of his age.

BEAUMONT de Perefix (Hardouin) was the preceptor
of Louis XIV. and archbifhop of Paris. His hiftory of Henry
IV. which is only an abridgment, infpires us with a love for

that great prince, and is proper to form a good king. Pie com-
pofed it for the ufe of his pupil. Mezeray was faid to have had
a hand in it. There is indeed a good deal of Mezeray's manner
in it : but Mezeray was not mailer of that moving ftyle, in

many places fo worthy of the prince whofe life Perefix wrote,
and of him to whom he addrefled it: thefe excellent counfels

for governing alone, were not inferted till the fecond edition,

after the death of cardinal Mazarin. Henry IV. is better

known from a perufal of this hiitory than from Daniel, who has
written his life but in a dry manner, in which he has faid too

much about Father Coton, and too little concerning the great

qualities of Henry IV. and the particulars of the life of this ex-

cellent king. Perefix afTe£ts every fenfible heart, and excites

adoration of the memory of this prince, whole weakneffes were
only thofe of an amiable man, and whole virtues were thofe of
a great one. He died in 1670.

BEAUNE (Tlorimont de), counfellor in the prefidency of

Blois, was vcrv intimate with Defcartes. He invented aftro-

nomical initruments, and died in 1652. This mathematician is

famous for a problem that bears his name : it confifts in the

conftruftion of a curve, with conditions that render it extreme-
ly difficult. Defcartes folvcd this problem, and encouraged the

author by publicly praifing him. De Beaune, animated by thefe

praifes, discovered a method of determining the nature of curves

by the properties of their tangents.

BEAURAIN (Jean de), born in 1697, at Aix en Mart, in

the comte d'Artois, died at Paris Feb. 11, 1771, aged 75, of a

retention of urine ; drew his deicent from the antient Chatelains

de Beaurain, in Mart. At the age of 19 he went to Paris, and
applied himfelf to geography under the celebrated Pierre Mou-
lari Sanfon, geographer to the king. His progrefs was fo rapid,

that at the age. of 25 he was favoured with the fame title. A
perpetual almanac that he invented, and with which Louis XV.
amufed himfelf for twenty years, procured him the honour of
being known to that prince, for whom he drew a number of
plans and charts, the enumeration whereof would here be need-
lefs. But what completed his reputation, was the topographi-

cal and military defcription of the campaigns of Luxembourg,
from 1690 to 1694, Paris, 1756. 3 vols, folio. The honour of

contributing to the education of the dauphin procured him a

O 4 pennon
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^erfion in 1756. Independently of his talents for geography.,,

1 he had others that qualified him for negotiations. The cardinal

• cie Fleury and Amelot had reafon more than once to be glad at

having made choice of him on delicate occafions.

BEAUSOBRRE (Isaac de), a very learned proteftant writer,

of french origin, was born at Niort in 1659. He was forced!

into' Holland to avoid the execution of a fentence upon him,

which condemned him to make the amende honorable ; and

this for having broken the royal fignet, which was put upon the

door of a church of the reformed, to prevent the public profef-

iion of their religion. He went to Berlin in 1604 ; was made
chaplain to the king of Pruffia, and counfellor of the royal con-

fiftory. He died in 1758, aged 79, after having publifhed fe-

veral works : as, 1. Defenfe dela doctrine des Reformes. 2. A
tranflation of the new Teftament and notes, jointly with M.
Lenfant : much efteemed by the reformed. 3. Diflertation fur

les Adamites deBoheme : a curious work. 4. Hiftoire critique

de Manichee et du Manicheifme, 2 torn, in 4to. This has been

deemed by philofophers an interefting queflion, and nobody has

developed it better than this. author. 5. Several Diflertations in

the Bibliotheque Britannique. 6. Sermons, 4 vols. 8vo. Mr.
Eeaufobre had ftrong fenfe with profound erudition, and was
one of the bed writers among the reformed : he preached as he

wrote, and he did both with warmth and fpirit.

BEAUSOBRE (Louis de), confeiller intime to the king of

Pruflia, member of the academy of Berlin, was born in that ca-

pital in 1730, and died there Dec 3, 1783, at the age of 53, in

confequence of an apoplexy. We have by him, 1. Philosophi-

cal Diflertations on the nature of fire, 1753, i2mo. containing

fome juft observations, with feveral conjectural ideas. 2. Le
pyrrhonifme du Sage, 1754, i2mo. 3. Les Songes d'Epicure,

j 756, i2mo. In thefe two laft performances there is a mixture

of falfe and true maxims j but both the one and the other prove

the writer to have been a man of genius.

BEAUVAIS (Guillaume), of the academy of Cortona, and

of the literary fociety of Orleans, born at Dunkirk in 1698, died

at Orleans in 1773, had a great tafte for the numifmatic fcience.

He wrote a compendious hiftory of the roman emperors by me-
dals, 1767, 3 vols. i2mo. a work whereof the hiftorical part is ac-

curate, but too fuccin£t, and feebly written. It is in requeft for

the particulars given by the author on the medals of each em-
peror, of which he fhews the fcarcity and the value.

BEAUVILLIERS (Francois de), duke of St. Aignan, of

the french academy, born in 1607, gained the prize bellowed

at Caen on the belt productions in proof of the immaculate con-

ception. There arc feveral detached pieces of poetry by him.

He died in 1687. His eldeft fon, Paul, duke of Beauvilliers,

chevalier
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chevalier des ordres du roi, firfl: gentleman of the bed-chamber,

minifler of ftate and prefident of the royal board of finance, had

been preceptor to the duke of Burgundy, father of Louis XV.
and died in 17 14, aged 66. His principal care was to inculcate

on the tender mind of his royal pupil generous fentiments to-

wards mankind, and an ardent defire to promote their happinefs.

At court he was honeft and fincere; he always fpoke in favour

of the people : his virtue and probity were inflexible. The bi-

fhop of Beauvais, his brother, died in 1752 in the abbey of Pre-

montre, after having religned his bifhopric. There are of his

writing, feveral books of devotion j and a commentary on the

Bible in french, 4to. which was never finifhed. Paul Hippoly-

tus de Beauvilliers, third fon of the tutor of the duke of Bur-

gundy, duke of St. Aignan, was born in 1684, and died in 1776,
honoured with the rank of lieutenant-general, with the collar of

the king's orders, and member of the french academy. He was
the author of a work intituled Amufemens litteraires. To the

fervices he rendered his country in embames and negotiations,

he joined agreeable talents and a folid piety. The whole of his

long career was marked by that uniform ferenity, and that gentle

gaiety which arife from tranquillity of foul. He left feveral

children.

BEBELE (Henry), born at Juftingen in Suabia, was the fon of
a labourer. He was made profefTbr of eloquence in the univer-

fity of Tubingen. Germany is indebted to him for good latinity.

The emperor Maximilian I. honoured him with the poetical

crown in 1 50 1. He publilhed a book of poems under the title

of Opufcula Bebeliana, Strafbourg, 1512, 4to. His verfes evince

a flowery imagination. There is alfo by him a tract De.Ani-
marum Statu poll folutionem a corpore, in the latin collection

on that fubje6t, Frankfort, 1692, 2 vols. ; and another, De Ma-
giftratibus Romanorum, wherein that fubject is not exhaufted.

BECAN (Martin), profeflbr of philofophy and theology

among the Jefuits, confeflbr to the emperor Ferdinand II. was
born in Brabant, and died at Vienna in 1624. There are of his

writing, 1. Somme de Thcologie, folio; 2. Traites de Contro-
verfe, and feveral other pieces. They are of the number of thofe

that were condemned to be torn and burnt by an arret of the

parliament of Paris in 1762. This Jefuit carried the authority

of the pope fo far, in his book on the power of the king and the
fovereign pontiff, that Paul V. was obliged to have it condemned
by the holy office. This decree v/as iflued at Rome the 3d of

January 16 13. He wrote likewife feveral Idylls, which are to be
feen among thofe of Hoflchius and Wallius, and are in the man-
ner of Ovid.

BECCADELLI (Lewis), v/as born at Bologna in 1592, of a
noble family. Having gone through a courfe of ftudy at Padua,

he
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lie applied himfelf to bufinefs, without however entirely quitting

literature. He attached himfelf to cardinal Pole, whom he fol-

lowed in the legation to Spain, and was foon appointed himfelf

to thofe of Venice and Augfburg, after having aflifted at the

council of Trent. The archbifhopric of Ragufa was the reward

of his labours. Cofmo I. grand duke of Tufcany, having charged

him in 1 5 63 with the education of his fon prince Ferdinand, he

gave up his archbifhopric, in the hope that was held out to him
of obtaining that of Pifa; but, being deceived in his expecta-

tions, he was obliged to content himfelf with the provoftfhip of

the cathedral of Prato, where he ended his days in 1572. His

principal works are, The Life of Cardinal Pole, in latin, which

Maucroix tranflated into french; and that of Petrarch, in italian,

more exact than any that had appeared before. This prelate

was in correfpondence with almoft all the learned his contem-

poraries, Sadolet, Bembo, the Manuciufes, Varchi, &c.

BECCARI (Augustine), born at Ferrara, is the firft Italian

poet that wrote paitorals. Baillet is miftaken when he fays that

Taffo is the inventor of that kind of poetry. The Amynto of

Taflb is of no earlier a date than 1573; and the paftoral of

Beccari, II Sacrificio, favola paftorale, appeared in 1555, i2mo.

This poet died in 1560.

BECCARIA (John Baptist), a monk of the Ecoles-Pies,

born at Mondovi, died at Turin, May 22, 178 1. He was pro-

feiTor of mathematics and philofophy, firft at Palermo, then at

Rome ; and by his experiments and difcoveries was fo fuccefsful

as to throw a great light on natural knowledge, and efpecially

on that of electricity. He was afterwards called to Turin to

take upon him the profeiTorfhip of experimental philofophy,

Being appointed preceptor to the two princes, Benedict duke of

Chablais, and Victor Amadaeus duke of Carignan, neither the

life of a court, nor the allurements of pleafure, were able to draw

him afide from ftudy. Loaded with benefits and honours, he

fpared nothing for augmenting his library, and for procuring the

instruments neceiTary for his philofophical purfuits. He is au-

thor of feveral DiiTertations on Electricity, which would have

been more ufeful, if he had been lefs ftrongly attached to fome

particular fy items, and efpecially that of Mr Franklin. We
have alfo by him an Efiay on the Caufe of Storms and Tempefts,

where we meet with nothing more fatisfactory than what has

appeared in other works on that fubject ; feveral pieces on the

Meridian of Turin, and other objects of aftronomy and phyfics.

Father Beccaria was no lefs refpectable for his virtues than his

knowledge.
•BECCARIA (James Bartholomew), a very eminent phyfi-

cian, was born in 1682 at Bononia. He received the firft rudi-

ments of education among the jefuits. He then proceeded to

the
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the fludy of philofophy, In which he made great progrefs • but
cultivated that branch of it particularly which confifts in the

contemplation and inveftigation of nature. Having gone through

a courfe of philofophy and mathematics, he applied himfelf to

medicine. Being appointed teacher of natural philofophy at

an academy in Bononia, in confequence of his ardent purfuits

in philofophy, his fellow-citizens conferred or. him the office of

public profeflbr. His firft ftep in this chair was the interpretation

of the Dialectics. lie kept his houfe open to ftudents, who
formed there a kind of philofophical fociety. Here it was his

practice to deliver his fentiments on the different branches of
fcience, or to explain fuch metaphyfical fubjecls as had been
treated of by Defcartes, Malebranche, Leibnitz, and others of

the moderns. Among the frequenters of this little fociety we
find the names of John Baptift Morgagni, Euftathius Manfred,
and Victorius Francifcus Stanearius, who, in concurrence with
Beccaria, fucceeded in (hairing off the old fcholaitic yoke, and
formed themfelves into an academy, adopting a new and more
ufeful method of reafoning. In this inititution it was thought
lit to elect twelve of their body, who were called ordinarii, to

read the feveral lectures in natural hiftory, chemiftry, anatomy,
medicine, phyfics, and mathematics. In which partition, the

illuftration of natural hiftory fell to the fhare of Beccaria •, who
gave fuch fatisfaction, that it was difficult to determine which
was mod admired, his diligence or his ingenuity. In 1 712, he
was called to give lectures in medicine ; in which he acquired
fo great a reputation, that he found it fcarcely practicable to

anfwer the defiresof the incredible number of thofe who applied

to him for inftruction. At the beginning of the year J 7 18,
while entirely Occupied in this ftation, and in collecting number-
lefs anatomical fubjecls, to exhibit and to explain to his audi-

tors, he was attacked by a putrid fever, which brought his life

in imminent danger, and from which he did not recover till after

a confinement of eight months ; and even then left him fubjecl

to intermitting attacks, and a violent pain in his fide. But the

vigour of his mind triumphed over the weaknefs of his body.
Having undertaken to demonflrate and explain his anatomical

preparations, he would not defift ; and went on patiently in-

ftructing the ftudents that frequented his houfe. On the death

of Antonio Maria Valfalva, who was prefident of the inftitution,

Beccaria, already vice-prefident, was unanimoufly chofen by the

academicians to fucceed him. In which poll he did the aca-

demy much fignal fervice; and to this day it adheres to the rules

prefcribed by Beccaria. He now practifed as well as taught
the *irt of medicine, and in this he acquired an unbounded fame;
for it was not confined to his own countrymen, but was fpread

throughout Europe. He communicated to the Royal Society of

London
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London feveral barometrical and meteorological obfervations'i

with others on the ignis fatuus, and on the fpots that appear in

itones. In acknowledgement for which he was chofen a member
of that learned body in 1728 [m]. He confeffes that in his con-
flitution he was not without fome igneous fparks, which were ea-.

fdy kindled into anger and other vehement emotions
; yet he was

refolved to evince by example what he had conftantly taught,

that the medicine of the mind is more to be ftudied than that of

the body ; and that they are truly wife and happy, who have

learnt to heal their diftorted and bad affections. He had
brought himfelf to fuch an equal temper of mind, that but a few
hours before his death he wanted to mark the heights of the

barometer and thermometer, which was his ufual practice three

times every day. Thus, after many and various labours, died

this learned and ingenious man, the 30th of Jan. 1766, and was
buried in the church of St. Maria ad Baracanum, where an in-

fcription is carved on his monument.
BECHER (John Joachim), born in 1645 at Spires, was at

fir ft profefibr of medicine, and then firft phyfician to the elector

of Mentz, and afterwards to him of Bavaria. He went to Lon-
don, where his reputation had got before him, and where the

malice*of his rivals had forced him to feek an afylum. Here he
died in 1685. His works are various, among which we may
diftinguiili the following : t. Phyfica fubterranea, Frankfort,

1669, 8vo. reprinted at Leipfic, 1703, and in 1759, 8vo. 2. Ex-
perimentum Chymicum novum, Frankfort, 167 1, 8vo. 3. Cha-*

ratter pro notitia linguarum univerfali. A univerfal language,

by means whereof all nations might eafily underftand each other.

It is the fanciful idea of a man of genius. 4. Inftitutiones Chy-*

[m] He published the following works : triijm, et de febribus. 2. Confilia medica

I. Lette're al cavahcre Tommafo Derham, amplius 400. 3. Introduftio ad chymicam,
intorno la meteora chiamata fuoco fatuo. in qua agitur de principus corporum. 4.
Edita primum in focietatis Lond. tranfaft. Obfervationes metheorologicx, quse 40 t%

lyio. 2. Differtatio metheorologica-me- amplius annos comple&untur. 5. Differ-

dica, in qua ac'is temperies et morbi lio- tationes metheorologicx duae. 6. Uiffert.de

iioniae graffantes annis 1710, etfequenti de- flamma. 7. Differt. de igne duae. 8. Differt.

fcribuntur. 3. 1'arere intorno al taglio de refrigeratione aqua ob falium diffoluti.-

della macchia di Viareggio. Lucca, 1739, onem. q. Differt. de folutione corporum.

4to. 4. De longisjejuniis differtatio. Pa- 10. Differtatio de corporibus fluidis. 11.

tavii, 1743, fol. 5. Dc quamplurimis Differt. de vitriolo. 12. Differt. de puteali

phofphoris nunc primum dete&is commen- aqua duae. 13. Diilert. de perfpiratione

tarius. Bononize, 1744, 4to. 6. De quam- plantarum. 14. PtaclecYiones anatomicae.

plurim. &c. commentarius alter. 7. De 15. Prafationes variae. 16. Theoremata

motu inteftino corporum fiuidorum. 8. De genevali:., et quscftiones nonnulls de phof-

medicatis Recobarii aquis. 9. De lafte. phoris. 17. Oratio in ingreffu ad ledtur

10. Epiftolae tres medics ad Francifcum ram, De optimo dialed ico inftituendo.

Rcncalium Parolinum. Brixise, 1747, fol. 18. Oratio de Ariftoteleorum diale&ica :

II. Scriptura medico-legalis, 17.-19 ; and De dialefticse laudibus : De laudibus di.-e-

fome others. He left behind him feveral teticae : De neceffitate tractatus de ffbri-

irianufcripts, intituled as follows : 1. In- bus: De recentiorum medicorum praxi.

ltitutioncs medics in quinque libros divife 19- Confulti del Beccati pubblicati 1'anna

icmedicir.apractica, dc morbis trium ven- I777-

micKj
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Trticse, feu manudu£tio ad philofophiam hermeticam, Mentz,

1662, 8vo. 5. Inftitutiones Chymicas prodromse, Frankfort,

1664, and Amsterdam, 1665, i2mo. 6. Experimentum novum
ac curiofum de Minera arenaria perpetua, Frankfort, 1680, 8vo.

7. Epiftolse Chymicse, Amfterdam, 1673, 8vo. Becher was re-

puted to be a very able machinift and a good chymift. He was

a man of a lively temper, impetuous and headftrong, and there-

fore indulged in a thoufand chymical reveries. He was the firIt

who applied the art of chymiftry, in all its extent, to philofophy,

and Ihewed what ufe might be made of it in explaining the

ftru&ure, the combinations, and the mutual relations of bodies.

He pretended to have found out a fort of perpetual motion.

However, it is beyond a doubt that the world is indebted to him
for fome ufeful difcoveries, and he attempted to make fome im-

provements in the art of printing.

BECKER (Daniel), native of Koenigfberg, fir ft phyfician to

the elector of Brandenburg, died in his own country in 1670, at

43 years of age. He publifhed, 1. Commentarius de Theriaca :

Medicus microcofmus, London, 1660, 8vo. 2. De cultrivoro

Pruffinio, Leyden, 1638, 8vo.

BECKET (Thomas), archbifhop of Canterbury in the reign

of Henry II. was born in London 11 19, and received tne firfh

part of his education at Merton-abbey in Surrey •, from whence
he went to Oxford, and afterwards ftudied at Paris [nJ. He be-

came in high favour with Theobald archbifhop of Canterbury,

who fent him to ftudy the civil law at Bononia in Italy, and at

his return made him archdeacon of Canterbury. This prelate

recommended him alfo to king Henry II. in fo effectual a man-
ner, that in 1158 he was appointed high chancellor, and pre-

ceptor to the prince. Becket now laid afide the churchman, and
affected the courtier ; he conformed himfelf in every thing to

the king's humour; he partook of all his diverfions,and obferved

the fame hours of eating and going to bed. He kept fplendid

levees, and courted popular applaufe ; and the expences of his

table exceeded thofe of the firft nobility [o~\. In 1 159 he made
a campaign with king Henry into Touloufe, having in his own
pay 1200 horfe, befides a retinue of 700 knights or gentlemen.

In 1 160, he was fent by the king to Paris, to treat of a marriage

between prince Henry and the king of France's eldeft daughter,

in which he fucceeded, and returned with the young princcf*

to England. He had not enjoyed the chancellorihip above four

years, when archbifhop Theobald died -, and the king, who was
then in Normandy, immediately fent over fome trufly perfons to

England, who managed matters fo well with the monks and

[n] Chronic. Jo. Brompton, apud x. tuar. da vit. Th. B.hiftoriaejuadiip. p. 8,9.

&riptor. col. 1052. Brompton, col- 105 o.

[pi Brompton, col. ICJ7. Gill. Can-

clergy,
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clergy, that Becket was almoft unanimoufly elected archbifhop#

After he had received his pall from pope Alexander III. then

refiding in France, he immediately fent meffengers to the king

in Normandy, with his refignation of the feal and office of chan-

cellor [p]. This difpleafed the king •, fo that upon his return to

England, when he was met at his landing by the archbifhop, he
received him in a cold and indifferent manner.

Becket now betook himfeli to a quite different manner of life,

and put on all the gravity and auflerity of a monk [c^,]. He began

likewife to exert himfelf with great zeal, in defence of the rights

and privileges of the church of Canterbury •, and in many cafes

proceeded with fo much warmth and obftinacy, as raifed him
many enemies. In a (hort time the king and he came to an open
rupture : Henry endeavoured to recall certain privileges of the

clergy, who had greatly abufed their exemption from the civil

courts, concerning which the king had received feveral com-
plaints ; while the archbifhcp flood up for the immunities of the

clergy. The king convened a fynod of the bifhops at Weftmin-
iler, and here demanded that the clergy, when accufed of any
capital offence, might take their trials in the courts of juflice.

The queflion put to the bifhops was, Whether, in consideration

of their duty and allegiance to the king, and of the interefl and
peace of the kingdom, they were willing to promife a fubmiflion

to the laws of his grandfather, king Henry ? To this the arch-

bifhop replied, in the name of the whole body, that they were
willing to be bound by the ancient laws of the kingdom, as far

as the privileges of the order would permit, Jalvo ordinefuo. The
king was highly difpleafed with this anfwer, and infilled on hav-

ing an abfolute compliance, without any refervation whatever

;

but the archbifhop wrould by no means fubmit, and the reft of the

bifhops adhered for fome time to their primate Fji]. Several of

the bifhops being at length gained over, and the pope interpofing

in the quarrel, Becket was prevailed on to acquiefce j and foon

after the king fummoned a convention or parliament at Claren-

don, where feveral laws were paffed relating to the privileges of

the clergy, called from thence, the Conilitutions of Clarendon.

Becket afterwards repenting of his compliance retired from
court ; nor would officiate in the church, till he fhould receive

fp] M. Paris. Hift. Ang. Lond. 1640. ne quis famae oculifque hominum duntaxat

torn. i. p- 98. ferviiflc contendat, cilicio quoque indutus,

[q_] Lautus ille, nitidus, fplendidus, qui corpus lubigiHe perhibent, triplici veite tri-

genio totus indulgens.cutem luam tarn bene plkem perlonamgerens (ut illorumquidam

folitus erat curare, vix paucis interpofuis loquitur) exteriori ciericum exhibens, in-

diebus, vultu derepente gravis, moribus feriori monachum occultans, et intima

fcdatus, habitu decens, vidtu i'rugalis con- eremitae molellias fuftinens. Godwin dc

fpicitur; et amandatis procul jocis ac ca- prasful. Ang. an. 1 159.
chinnis, quibus antea plurimum rerebatur [k] Rog. de Hoveden. Annal. pars

deditus, facris ptragendis, caeterifque paf« pofterior, p. 492. apudfcriptor. port Bedam.
lotahs officii niuneribub tott* vu^ubat : et Franc. 1631.

abfolution
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ftMolution from the pope. He went aboard a (hip, in order to

make his efcape beyond fea •, but before he could reach the coaft

of France, the wind fluffing about, he was driven back to Eng-

land. The king fummoned a parliament at Northampton 1165,

where the archbifhop having been accufed of failure of duty and

allegiance to the king, was Sentenced to forfeit all his goods and

chattels. Becket made an appeal to the pope •, but this having

availed nothing, and finding himfelf deferted by his brethren, he

Withdrew privately from Northampton, and went aboard a (hip

for Graveline in Holland, from whence he retired to the monas-

tery of St. Berlin in Flanders [s].

The king feized upon the revenues of the archbifhopric, and

fent an ambaffador to the french king, defiring him not to give

fhelter to Becket : but the french court efpoufed his caufe, in

hopes that the mifunderftanding betwixt him and Henry might

embarrafs the affairs of England ; and accordingly when Becket

came from St. Berlin to Soiffons, the french king paid him a

vifit, and offered him his proteflion. Soon after the archbifhop

went to Sens ; where he was honourably received by the pope,

into whofe hands he in form refigned the archbifhopric of Can-

terbury, and was prefently re-inflated in his dignity by the pope,

who promifed to efpoufe his intereft. The archbifhop removed

from Sens to the abbey of Pontigny in Normandy, from whence

he wrote a letter to the bifhops of England, informing them, that

the pope had annulled the Conftitutions of Clarendon. From
hence too he iffued out excommunications againft feveralperfons,

who had violated the rights of the church. This conduct of his

raifed him many enemies. The king was fo enraged againft

him for excommunicating fevcral of his officers of ftate, that he

banifhed all Becket's relations, and compelled them to take an

oath, that they would travel direclly to Pontigny, and fhew

themfelves to the archbifhop. An order was likewife publifhed,

forbidding all perfons to correfpond with him by letters, to fend

him any money, or fo much as to pray for him in the

churches [t]. He wrote alfo to the general chapter of the Cif-

tertians, threatening to feize all their eftates in England, if they

allowed Becket to continue in the abbey of Pontigny. The arch-

bifhop thereupon removed to Sens ; and from thence, upon the

king of France's recommendation, to the abbey of St. Columba,

where he remained four years. In the mean time, the bifhops

of the province of Canterbury wrote a letter to the archbifhop,

entreating him to alter his behaviour, and not to widen the

breach, fo as to render an accommodation impracticable betwixt

him and the king. This however had no effect, on the archbi-

[s] Matli. Paris: Hift. An^.edit. r-^p. fcript. col. 1383.

torn. i. p. i ;o. GervaS; Chronic, ajuix. [t_> Gervas, ib.

(hop.
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jfhop. The pope alfo fent two cardinals to try to reconcile mat-

ters ; but the legates finding both parties inflexible, gave over the

attempt, and returned to Rome [u].

The beginning of the year 1
1 57, Becket was at length fo far

prevailed upon as to have an interview with Henry and the king

of France, at Mont-Miral in Champaigne. He made a fpeech

to Henry in very fubmifhve terms ; and concluded with leaving

nim the umpire of the difference between them, Saving the ho-

nour of God. Henry was provoked at this claufe of reservation,

and faid, that whatever Becket did not relifh, he would pro-

nounce contrary to the honour of God. '* However/' added

the king, " to Shew my inclination to accommodate matters, f

will make him this propofition : I have had many predeceflbrs,

kings of England, fome greater and fome inferior to myfelf; there

have been likewife many great and hoiy men in the fee of Can-
terbury. Let Becket therefore but pay me the fame regard, and

own my authority fo far, as the greateft of his predeceflbrs

owned that of the ieaft of mine, and I am Satisfied. And, as I

never forced him out of England, I give him leave to return at

his pleafure ; and am willing he fhould enjoy his archbifhopric,

with as ample privileges as any of his predeceflbrs [x]." All

who were prefent declared that Henry had fhewn Sufficient con-

defcenfion. The king of France, furprifed at the archbifhop's

filence, afked him why he hefitated to accept fuch reafonable

conditions ? Becket replied, he was willing to receive his fee

upon the terms his predeceflbrs held it; but as for thofe cuftoms

which broke in upon the canons, he could not admit them; for he

looked upon this as betraying the eaufe of religion. And thus the

interview ended without any effect.

In 1 169, endeavours were again ufed to accommodate mat-
ters, but they proved ineffectual [y]. The archbifhop refufed

to comply,, becaufe Henry would not give him the cuftomary

falute, or kifs of peace, which his majefly would have granted,

had he not once fwore in a paflion never to falute the archbifhop

on the cheek; but he declared that he would bear him no ill

will for the omifhon of this ceremony [z]. Henry became at

length fo irritated againft this prelate, that he ordered all his

englifh Subjects to take an oath, whereby they renounced the au-

thority of l?ecket and pope Alexander; moil of the laity com-
plied with this order, but few of the clergy acquiefced. The
following year king Henry, upon his return to Ejigland, ordered

his fon, prince Henry, to be crowned at Weftminfter, and the

Ceremony was performed by the archbifhop of York : this office

belonged to the fee of Canterbury ; and Becket complained of it

[u] R. Hoved. ibid. p. 509. Ibid. [v] Gervas, ibid;

f, ;ib. [zj Ibid. col. 104^.

f xj Gervas, col. 1405, 1406.
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to the pope, who fufpcnded the archbifhop of York, and excom*
municated the bifhops who affifted him [a].

This year, however, an accommodation was at length con-

cluded betwixt Henry and Becket, upon the confines of Nor-
mandy, where the king held the bridle of Becket's horie, while
he mounted and difmounted twice [b]. Soon after the archbi-

fhop embarked for England ; and upon his arrival, received an
order from the young king to abfolve the fufpcnded and excom-
municated bifhops ; but refufing to comply, the archbifhop of
York, and the bifhops of London and Salifbury, carried their

complaint ro the king in Normandy, who was highly provoked
at' this frefh iriftance of obftinaey in Becket, and faid on the oc-
cafion, " That he was an unhappy prince, who maintained a

great number of lazy, insignificant perfons about him, none of
whom had gratitude orfpirit enough to revenge him on a fingle,

infolent prelate, who gave him fo much difturbance." . Thefe
words of the king put four gentlemen of his court on-forming a
defign againft the archbifhop's life, which they executed in the

cathedral church of Canterbury, on the 29th of December
J 171 [c]. They endeavoured to drag him out of the church ;

but, finding they could not do this without difficulty, killed him
there [d]. The affaffms being afraid they had gone too far, durffc

not return to the king's court at Normandv, but retired to

Knarefourg in Yorkfhire j where everybody avoided their com-
pany, hardly any perfon even choofing to eat or drink with them.
They at length took a voyage to Rome, and being admitted to

penance by pope Alexander III. they went to Jerufalem ; wliere
i

according to the pope's order, they fpent their lives in peni-
tential aufterities,and died in the Black Mountain. They were
buried at Jerufalem, without the church door belonging to the
Templars, and this infcriptlon was put over them [eJ :

Hie jacent tniferi, qui martyrizaverunt beatum Archiepifcopum.

Cantuarienfem,

King Henry was much difturbed at the news of Becket's

death., and immediately difpatched an embaffy to Rome
to clear himfelf from the imputation of being the caufe of
it. Immediately all divine offices ceafed in the church of
Canterbury j and this for a year, excepting nine days, at

the end of which, by order of the pope, it was re-con fe-

crated [fJ. Two years after, Becket was canonized ; and the

following year, Henry, returning to England, went to Canter-

bury, where he did penance as a teftimony of his regret for the

[a] M. Paris, ib. p. rzi. [f] R. HovcJ. ib. p. C22,

[b] Gervas, cluon. cqI. 141a. £fJ Radulph. de Diceto Vit. Archiep,

[cj Ib. 1414, 1415. Cantuar. apud Wharton Anglia facia,

[qJ Dies obitual. arcliiep. Cant, apud P. ii. p. §§£,

^Vhartcn Anglia faguj P. i. ^6t
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murder of Becket. When he came within fight of the church*

where the archbifhop was buried, he alighted off his horfe, and
walked barefoot, in the habit of a pilgrim, till he came to

Becket's tomb ; where, after he had proftrated himfelf, and
prayed for a confiderable time, he fubmitted to be fcourged by
the monks, and paffed all that day and night without any re-

frefhment, and kneeling upon the bare- ftone [g]. In 1221,
Becket's body was taken up, in the prefence of king Henry III.

and feveral nobility, and depofited in a rich fhrine on the eafl

fide of the church. .The miracles faid to be wrought at his tomb
were fo numerous, that we are told two large volumes of them
were kept in that church [h]. His fhrine was vifited from all

parts, and enriched with the moft coftly gifts and offerings.

BECKINGHAM (Charles). We know little of this writer,

though he has left teftimonials of very extraordinary abilities in

the dramatic line, in which he early difcovered an uncommon
genius. 'Two plays of his were a£ted on the ftage before he had
completed his twentieth year. The titles of thefe are, Henry IV.
of France, and Scipio Africanus. He wrote feveral poems :

but his genius was not permitted long to expand itfelf ; for he
died in 1730, aged 32.

BECK1NGTON (Thomas), born in Sornerfetfliire, diftin-

guifhed himfelf as a man of letters in the xvth century. Brought
up at New college, Oxford, he afterwards became its benefactor,

upon being made bifhop of Bath and Wells. He is the author

of a book in latin, yery much approved of in its time, and utterly

forgotten at prefent, concerning the Right of the kings of Eng-
land to the dominion of France.

BECQUET (Antoine), a celeiline monk, librarian to the

Maifon de Paris, died in 1730, aged 76 ; publilhed l'Hiftoire de

la Congregation des Celeftins de France, with the hiftorical pa-

negyrics of the illuftrious men of his order, in latin, 4to, 1721.

tie was a learned and obliging man, who poffeffed a great {tore

of literary anecdotes, and communicated them with pleafure.

BECTASH (Culi)[i], a religious muflulman of the perfian

feci, and of the order of thofe who are called Abdal, or the Ex-
tatics. He compofed in the perfian language a work intituled

Boftan al Khial, or the Garden of Thoughts, wherein he very

profoundly treats of the myftic theology of the muffulmen.

BECTOZ (Claude de), daughter of a gentleman of Dau-
phine, abbefs of St. Honore de Tarafcon, made great progrefs in

the latin language, and in feveral branches of fcience, under
Denys Faucher, monk of Lerius and almoner of his monaltery.

Francis I. was fo charmed with the letters of this abbefs, that

[c] M.Paris, ib.p. i;o. fi] D'Herbelot, Bibliolhcijue Orien-

£nj Gervasj chron. col. 1417. Ulc, vol. i.
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he carried them, as it is faid, about him, and {hewed them to the

ladies of his court, as models for their imitation. He went from
Avignon to Tarafcon, with queen Margaret of Navarre, for the

fake of converfing with this learned lady. She died in 1547,
after having publifhed feveral works, latin and french, in verfe

and in profe.

BEDA (Noel), principal of the college of Montaigu, and
fyndic of the faculty of theology at Paris, was born in Picardy.

He publifhed a violent critique on the paraphrafes of Erafmus.

That illuflrious fcholar condefcended to take the trouble to re-

fute it, and convicted his cenfurer of having advanced 181 lies,

210 calumnies, and 47 blafphemies. The doctor, having no rea-

fonable anfwer to make, took extracts from the works of Eraf-

mus, denounced him as a heretic to the faculty, and fucceeded

in getting him cenfured. It was he who prevented the Sor-

bonne from deciding in favour of the divorce of Henry VIII. of

England. His opinion was the beft, and he carried it by his ve-

hemence. u As Beda (fays pere Berthier) could neither bridle

his pen nor his tongue, he dared to preach againft the king him-
felf, under pretext, perhaps, that the court did not profecute he-

retics with as much vigour as his bold and extravagant temper
would have wifhed. His intolerable fpirit drew upon him twice

fucceffively a fentence of banifhment. Recalled for the third

time, and continuing incorrigible, he was condemned by the

parliament of Paris, in 1536, to make amende-honorable before

the church of Notre- da me, for having [pokcn againjl the king, and
againji truth." He was afterwards exiled to the abbey of Mont
St. Michel, where he died Feb. 8, 1537, with the reputation

(adds pere Berthier) of being a violent declaimer and a vexatious

adverfary. Beda wrote, 1. A treatifc De unica Magdalena, Pa-
ris, i5i9,4to. againft the publications of le Fevre d'Etaples, and
of JolTe Cliethoue. 2. Twelve books againft the Commentary
of the former. 3. One againft the Paraphrafes of Erafmus, 1526,
folio ; and feveral other works, which are all marked with bar-

barifm and rancour. His latin is neither pure nor correct.

BEDA, or BEDE, furnamed the Venerable, an englifh monk
and an eminent writer, born in 672, or 673, at Wermouth and
Jarrovv, in the bifhopric of Durham [k]. In 679, he was fent

to the monaftery of St. Peter, under the care of abbot Benedict,

by whom, and his fucceflbr Ceolfrid, he was educated for twelve

years : he was ordained deacon at nineteen years of age, and
prieft at thirty, by John of Beverley, then bifhop of Hagul-
ftad or Hexham [l]. Fie applied to his ftudies with fo much
diligence and fuccefs, that he foon became eminent for his

[k] Bed. ad fin. epitom. hift. eccle- [l] Gul. Malmefburyde geftis Anglo-

fialt. ruin, lib. i. c. 3, fol. 10. Pits, 129.
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learning ; his fame fpread even to foreign countries, Co that

pope Sergius wrote to abbot Ceolfrid in very pre fling terms, to

fend Bede to Rome, to give his opinion upon feme important

points. But, notwithstanding thi.s invitation, Eede remained in

his cell ; and, being contented with the pleafures of a monadic
Jife, had hereby time and opportunity to make himfelf mailer of

slmoft every branch of literature. He fpent feveral years in

making collections for his ecclefiaftical hiftory, the materials for

which he drew from the lives of particular perfona, annals in

convents, and fuch chronicles as were written before his time [m].

He publifhed his hiftory in 731 [nJ, when he was fifty-nine

years of age ; he had written other books before, but this work
eitablifhed his reputation in fuch a manner, that he was confulted

by the grqatefl: prelates of that age, in their molt important af-

fairs, and particularly by Egbert bilhep of York, a man of very

great learning
j
oj. He addrefTed an epiftle to this prelate, which

is efteemed a curious performance, as it furriifb.es us with fuch a

picture of the Rate of the church at that time, as is no where
elfe to be met with [p]. This epiftle is fuppofed to have been

amongft the laft of Bede's writings. It appears from what he

fays himfelf, that he wras much indifpofed when he wrote it,

and it is not improbable that he began at this time to fall into a

confumption. William of Malmefbury tells us, that, in the laft

ftage of his diftemper, he fell into an afthma, which he fupported

with great firmnefs of mind, though in much wealcnefs and

[m] Bed. hilt, eqekfiaft. lib. iif. c. r.

[n] The title of this work in the Hei-

delberg edition, in 1658; funs thus : lie*

Gfefiafrjcse hiftoriae gentis" Anglorum libri

quinque, Beda Anglo-,Saxone authore*

There was alio an edi.ion printed at Ant-

werp in I 550, and one at Cologne in i 6or.

It was printed in folio '.-. irh the faxon ver-

f:on, attributed to king JFAlred, with notes

by Abraham Thcloe, at Cambridge in

1644, and at Paris i'68l, in 4to. with the

roie: of Francis ChiiTiet. Befides thefe,

there was another edition undertaken by

Dr. Smith, prebendaiy of Durham, v

was publiilicd in folio by his fon George

Smith, at Cambridge, 1722, with notes

and differtations.

P.ilhop Nicolfon gives the following ac-

count of this performance of Bed a : " What
we ure at prefent concerned in is, his Ec-
clefiaftical Hiftory of this Ifland, which has

had many imprellionsin latin, the lan|

wherein he penned it. It is plain he had

feen and p:iufed feveral chronicles of the

engliih kings before his own time, witnefs

that expreffion , Unde cunctis placuit regum'

tempora computamibus, &c. But he lull

attempted an account of their church af-

. and kept correfpondence in theotl.f.r

kingdoms of die heptarchy, the better to

enable htm to eive a true Irate of chrilri-

anity throughout the w! ole nation. He
tieais indeed moft largely of the conversion

of Northumberland, and the proerefs of

religion in that kingdom; but always in-

te. mixes what other letations he could bor-

1 "v from bcoks, or learn from fuch living

tefti monies as I
: lieved to be credible.

Some have cei, Cured his hiftory as compofed

with too •

i rtiality, favouring on all

1 us, and dcprclling the

iuch a charge is act wholly

groundlefs. He muft be pardoned with

{luffing it h:is and there with thumping

miracles, the natural product ot the zeal

and ignorance of his age, efpecially fince

Co little truth was to be had of the faints of

thofe dr,s. that there was a fort of necelhty

of filling up books of this kind with fuch

plcaiantl 1. the chatof thecour.iry,

or a good invention, would afford a man.**

historical library, p. 35.

[o] Lelmd, Bale, Pits, in vit Egbert!.

[p] Coi.ier*3 ecclef, hilt, vol.i. p. 124.
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pain, for fix weeks together [qJ]. During this time, however,
he did not abate of his ufual employments in the monaftery, but
continued to iriftmct the young monks, and to proiecute fome
works under hand, which he was very defirous to hniih. He was
particularly fo] about his tranflation of the gofpel of St.

John into the faxon language, and feme paffages he was extract-

ing from the works of St. Ifidore. The particulars which Wil-
liam of Malmefbury gives relating to his death, were taken from
an account by Cuthbert, one of Bede's difciples, who fays, that

he died at the age of 63, on Thurfday the 26th of May, being

the feaft of Chriit's afcenfion, which fixes it in the year 735 ;

this circumftance agreeing with that year and no other [r].

There have been however different opinions about the time of
his death; but as the matter is not of any great importance, we
(hall not trouble the reader with the controverfies on thjs point.

His body was at fir ft interred in the church of his own monaf*
tery at J arrow, but afterwards removed to Durham, a-nd placed

in the fame coffin with that of St. Cuthbert, as appears from an
old faxon poem on the relics preferved in the cathedral of Dur-
ham [s]. He had feveral epitaphs written upon him; and though
none of them have been thought equal to his merit, yet they

fliew at leaft the good intention of their authors.

The opportunities which, he had, and his iurprifing application,

enabled him to write a great number of books. He has given us

a lift of all the treatifes he had compofed before the year 731,
at the end of his Ecclefiaftical Hiltory ; he wrote alfo feveral

other treatifes after the publication of this work [t j. His writ-

ings were fo well received, that we find great encomiums be-

llowed upon him. It mult be acknowledged, however, that

fome late writers of our own and foreign nations have fpoke of

him as a man of fuperficial learning and indigefted reading. He
is alfo charged with being extremely credulous, and giving too

eafily into the belief of the miracles in his time. Du Pin, fpeak-

ing of him as an author, fays, that his ftyle is clear and eafy,

but without any purity, elegance, or fublimity ; that he wrote
with a furprifmg facility, but without art or reflection ; and that

he was a greater mailer of learning than of judgment, or a true

critical talte [uj. In anfwer to this criticifm, as to the faults of

[ qJ] De geft. Ang lib. iii. cap. 3. p. 22. Inmes at Bufil in 156}, reprinted at Cologne

[rJ Leland. coi. an. torn. iii. p. 84. in 1612, and at the fame place in 1688.

[sj The poem may be feen at the end Belides what is contained in this general

of ihe Decern fcriptores. collection, there are feveral ot his compo-
[t] His works are in latin; the firft fitions, which have been printed feparate-

general collection of them appeared at Pa- ly, or amongft 1 he collections of the writ.

ris, 1544, in three volumes folio. They ings of ancient authors ; and there are fe-

vere printed again at the fame place, 1 5:4, veral manufcripts of his which have never
in ei^ht volumes. They were alfo pub- been printed,

llihed in tlit fame lize and number of vo- [nJ Tom. vi. p, 8S.
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his ftyle, it is faid, that they will not appear great, if compared
with the contemporary writers, and to compare them with >thers

is unjuft ; and that, confidering the low ftate of learning in this

ifland at that time, it was furprifing he mould make fuch a pro-

grefs in the languages and fciences, and write fo great a number
of books upon fuch different fubjecls. The famous Camden
fpeaks thus of Beda [x] :

" In this monaftery of St. Peter, Beda,

the lingular light of our ifland, who, by his piety and learning,

juilly obtained the furname of Venerable,fpenthis days,ashimfelf

tells us, in meditating on the fcriptures ; and, in the midft of a

barbarous age, wrote many learned works." The fame author,

in another place, has thefe words :
" The reverend Bede, whom

we may more eafily admire than fufficiently praife, for his pro-

found learning in a moft barbarous age [y]." Bale fays, that

there is fcarce any thing in all antiquity worthy to be read, which

is not to be found in Beda, though he travelled not out of his

own country ; and that if he had flourifhed in the times of St.

-Auguftin, Jerome, or Chryfoftom, he would undoubtedly have

equalled them, fmce, even in the midft of a fuperftitious age, he

wrote fo many excellent treatifes. Pits tells us, that he was fo

well verfed in the feveral branches of learning, that Europe

fcarce ever produced a greater fcholar in all refpecls ; and that,

even while he was living, his writings were of fo great autho-

rity, as to have it ordered by a council held in England, and ap-

proved afterwards by the catholic church, that they mould be

publicly read in churches [z]. To thefe might likewife be added

many other tefdmonies in his favour, particularly thofe of Selden,

Spelman, and Stillingfleet [a J.

BEDELL (William), a very famous prelate, and bifhop of

Kilmore in Ireland, born 1570, at Black Notley, in the county

of EfTex. After having gone through his fchool education, he

was fent to Emanuel college in Cambridge, where he was chofen

fellow in 1593, and took his degree of bachelor in divinity in

i599[b]. He left the univerfity upon being prefented to the

living at St. Edmondfbury in Suffolk, where he continued till

1604, when he was appointed chaplain to fir Henry Wotton,
nmbailador to the republic of Venice. He was eight years at

Venice, during which time he contracted an intimate acquaint-

ance with the famous father Paul Sarpi, of whom he learnt Ita-

lian •, and of this language he became fo much a mailer, that he

tranilated into it the englifh common prayer book [c j. Nor was
he lefs ferviceable to father Paul, for whole uie he drew up an

fx] Britain, in Brigant. p. 576. [a] Ana1e£t. Anglo. Brit. lib. ii. cap. 2.

fv] Remains of a larger work concern- [bJ Bp. Burnet's Life of Bp. Bedell,

ing Britain, Lond. i6oq, 4to. p. r8}. Lbnd. 16:55. Svo. p. 1. Life of fir Henry
[zj Fcvipt. illuft. major Brit, centaur. 2. Wotton, by Ifrael Walton, p. 23.

p. 94.. Relat. Iliit. tie Rebus Ang. p. 130. [c] Lite of Bedell, p. 8.

englifh
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englifh grammar, and in manyrefpedts greatly affifted him in his

(Indies ; infomuch that Paul declared he had learnt more from
him in all parts of divinity, than from any perfon he had ever

converfed with [d]. Whilft Bedell refided at Venice, he greatly

improved himfelf alio in the hebrew language, by the affiitance

of the famous rabbi Leo, who taught him the jewifh pronun-
ciation, and other parts of rabbinical learning. Here alfo he

became acquainted with the celebrated Antonio de Dominis,

archbifhop of Spalata, whom he affifted confiderably in correct-

ing and finifhing his famous book De RepubUca Ecclefiaftica.

Father Paul was much concerned when Bedell left Venice •, at

his departure he made him a preient of his picture, together with

a hebrew bible without points, and a fmall pfalter. He gave

him alio the manufcript of his Hiilory of the Council of Trent,

with the hiffories of the interdict and inquifition, and a large

collection of letters he had received from Rome, during the dis-

pute between the jefuits and dominicans, concerning the efficacy

of grace.

Mr. Bedell, upon his return to England, retired to his charge

at St. Edmondfbury; and here he translated into latin the hiftories

of the interdict and inquifition, which he dedicated to the king.

He alfo tranilated into the fame language the two laft books of

the Hiilory of the Council of Trent," the two firft having been
done by fir Adam Newton. In 1615 he was prefented to the

living of Horingfheath, in the diocefe of Norwich, by fir Thomas
Jermyn [e]. In 1627 he was unanimoufly elected provoft of Tri-

nity college, in Dublin; he at firft declined this office, but at laft

accepted of it, in confequence of the poiitive commands of his

rnajeily. He difcharged his duty in this employment with great

fidelity ; and when he had continued two years in it, by the in-

tereft of fir Thomas Jermyn, and Laud bifhop of London, he
was promoted to the fees of Kilmore and Ardagh. He found
thefe two diocefes in great diforder, and applied himfelf with

vigour to reform the abufes there. He began with that of plu-

rality of benefices. To this end he convened his clergy : and,

in a fermon, laid before them the inftitution, nature, and duties

of the ministerial employment, and after fermon difcourfed to

them upon the fame fubject in latin, and exhorted them to re-

form that abufe. To prevail on them the better, he told them
he refolved to fhew them an example by parting with one of

his bifhoprics ; and accordingly refigned Ardagh. He made fe-

veral regulations with refpect to refidence, was extremely watch-

ful of the conduct of the clergy, and no lefs circumipect in his

own behaviour. His ordinations were public and folemn, he

preached and gave the facrament on fuch occafions himfelf. He

[d] Lifeof Bedell, p. 31,32, lb. p. 17, [e] Sir James Wave's works, vol. i.

a?." P-233-
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never gave any perfon prieft's orders till a year after his deacon's,

that he might know how he had behaved during that time. He
Wrote certificates of ordination and other inftrumenf's with his

own hand •, and fuffered none who received them to pay any
fees. When he had brought things to fuch a length that his

clergy were willing to afliit him in the great work of reforma-

tion, he convened a fynod in September 163K, in which he made
many excellent canons that are ftill extant [fJ. There were
fome who looked upon this fynod as an illegal affembly, and that

his prefuming to make canons was againft law, fo that there was
talk of bringing him before the ftar-chamber, or high-comniilfion

court •, but his archdeacon, afterwards archbifhop of Cafhell,

gave fuch an account of the matter as fatisfied the flare. Arch*
'bifhop U flier faid on this occalion to thole who were very earneft

for bringing him to anfwer for his conduct, " You had better

let him alone ; left, when provoked, he fhould fay much more
for hirnfelf, ihan any of his accufers can fay againft him GJ."
Bedell, having obferved that the court in his diocefe was a great

abufe, it being governed by a lay chancellor who had boUght the

place from his predecefTor, and for that reafori thought he had
a right to all the pr( fits he could raife, removed the chancellor j

and, iefui ii ' the jurifdi&ion of a bifhop-. fat in his own courts,

and heard caufes with a fele£fc number of his clergy, by whofe
advice he gave feiuence. The chancellor upon this brought a
fuit againft the bifhop into chancery, for invading his office.

Bolton, the lord chancellor of Ireland, confirmed the chancellor's

rig! t, and gave him a hundred pounds colts againft the bifhop ;

and, when Bedell afked him how he could give fuch an unjuft

decree ? he anfwered, That all his father had left him was a

regiftcr's plac ; and therefore he thought he was bound to fup-

port thofe courts, which muft be ruined if fome check was not
given to the bifhop's proceedings [h~]. The chancellor however
gave him no further difturbance ; nor did he ever call for his

cofts, but na ned a furrogate with orders to obey the biihop.

This prelate was no perfecutor of papifls, nor did he approve
of t^ofe who made ufe of harfh and paflionate expreffions againft

popery [1 j. He laboured to convert the better fort of the popifh

clergy, and in this had great fuccefs. He procured a tranflation

\f~] Life of Bedel! p. 277. ing is to deal with error?, not to difgrace

[cj Sir James Ware's works, vol. i. the man with fcolding words. It is faid of

*39- Alexander, I think, when he overheard
[h] Life of Bedell, p. xtz. one of his foldiers railing lufti!yon Darius

[ij In an extract of one of Bedell's his enemy, that he reproved him, and
ftrmons given us by biihop Burnet-, vvc added, Friend, I entertain thee to ri^ht

meet with the following paHage : " It is againil Darius, not to i e v i 1 e him —And
not the ftorm of words, but the firength this is my poor o. inion concerning our

of reafons, that [hall ftay a wavering judge- dealing with the papifts themfelves," &c.
j&cQt from errors, &c. Ikfides, our call- Bedell's life, p. 14.9, 153.
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of the common-prayer into irifh, and caufed it to be read in

his cathedral every Sunday. The newTeltament had alfo been
tranflated by William Daniel, archbilhop of Tuam -, and at the

bifhop's defilre, the old Testament was firlt tranflated into the

fame language by one Kii ; but as he was ignorant of the

Original tongue, and did it from the engliih, Bedell revifed and
Compared it with the hebrew, and the belt tranllations [afj. He
took care li

1 nfe to have fome of Chryfoftom's and Leo's ho-
milies, in cc imendation of the fcriptures, to be rendered both
into engiifli nd irifh •, to (hew the common people, that, in the

Opinion .

:

the ancient fathers, they had not only a right to read

the fcriptures as well as the clergy, but that it was their duty
fo to do [l]. When he found the work was finiflied, he re-

Iblved to be at the expence of printing it; but his defign was
interrupted by a cruel and unjuft profecution carried on againft

the tranflator, who not only loft his living, but was alfo attacked

in his character. The bilhop fupported iVir. King as much as

he could ; and the translation being finiflied, he would have
printed it in his houfe, at his ow.i expence, if the troubles of
Ireland had not prevented it : it happened luckily however that

the tfariflatioii efcaped the hands of the rebels, and was after-

wards printed at the expence of Mr. Robert Boyle [m J. The
bifhop was very moderate in his fentiments; he was indeed a
fincere friend to the church of England, but he loved to make
profelytes by perfuafion, and not compulfion ; and it was his

opinion, that protectants would agree well enough, if they could

be brought to underftand each other. There were fome lutherans

at Dublin, who, for not comiug to church and taking the facra-

ment, were cited into the archbiihop's confiftory ; upon which
they defired time to write to their divines in Germany, which
was granted : and when their anfwers came, they contained

fome exceptions to the doctrines of the church, as not explain-

ing the prefence of Chrift in the eucharift, fuitable to their fen-

timents : to which bi.hop Bedell gave fuch a folid anfwer, that

the german divines, who law it, advifed their countrymen to join

in communion with the church ; which they accordingly did.

When the rebellion broke out in Ireland, in Oftober 1641,
the biihop at firit did not feel the violence of its effects ; for the

very rebels had conceived a great veneration for him, and de-
clared he fhould be the lait Englifhman they would drive out of
Ireland [n]. His was the only houfe in the county of Cavan
that was unviolated, and it was filled with the people who fled

to him for fhelter [o]. About the middle of December, how-

£k] Sir James Ware's wovks, vol. i. fin] Boyle's works, vol. v. p. 618.

p. 237. [n] Life of bp. Bedell, p. 138.

f«,J Hilt, of tranflations of the Bible £oj Hift.oi the Inih rebellion, p. 235.
into vulgar tongues, p. I95.

ever
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ever, the rebels, purfuant to orders received from their council
of ilate at Kilkenny, required him to difmifs the people that

were with him ; which he refufed to do, declaring he would fhare
the fame fate with the reft. Upon this they feized him, his

two fons, and Mr. Clogy, who had married his daughter-in-law,
and carried them prifoners to the caftle of Cloughboughter, fur-

rounded by a deep water, where they put them all, except the
bifhop, in irons. After being confined for about three weeks,
the bifhop and his two fons, and Mr. Clogy, were exchanged
for two of the O'Rourkes ; but though it was agreed that they
fhould be fafely conducted to Dublin, yet the rebels would never
fuffer them to be carried out of the country, but fent them to

the houfe of Denis Sheridan, an irifh minifter, and convert to

the proteftant religion. The bifhop died foon after he came
here, on the 7th of February 1641, his death being chiefly oc-
cafioned by his late imprifonment, and the weight of forrows
which lay upon his mind. The Irifh did him unufual honours
at his burial : for the chief of the rebels gathered their forces

together, and with them accompanied his body from Mr. She-
ridan's houfe to the church-yard of Kilmore [p]. Thus lived

and died this great prelate ; whofe behaviour in his public

character did honour to his high office in the church, and
whofe private life was perfectly confident with the doctrine he
taught.

BlDERIC (Henry), a celebrated preacher in the xivth cen-
tury, was a monk of the order of St. Auguftin at Clare, and
furnamed de Bury, becaufe he was born at St. Edmund's Bury
in Suffolk. Having from his youth fhewn a quick wit, and a

great inclination to learning, Ids fuperiors took care to improve
thefe excellent faculties, by fending him not only to our englifh,

but alfo to foreign univerfities ; where clofely applying himfelf

to his ftudies, and being a conftant difputant, he arrived to fuch

fame, that at Paris he became a doctor of the Sorbonne. Not long

after he returned to England, where he was much followed, and
extremely admired for his eloquent way of preaching. This emi-
nent qualification, joined to his remarkable integrity, uprightnefs,

and dexterity in the management of affairs, fo recommended
him to the eiteem of the world, that he wras chofen provincial

of his order throughout England, in which flation he behaved
in a very commendable manner. Me wrote feveral things [q^3«

He flourifhed about the year 1380, in the reign of Richard 11.

BEDFORD (Hilkiah), of Sibfey in Lincolnfhire, a quaker,

[pj Sir James Ware's works, vol. i. tions, in one book. 3. Sermons upon the

p. 240. blelTed Virgin. 4. A courfe of fermons

[q_] Namely, 1. Leflures upon the for the whole year. Befides feveral other

mafter of the fentences, i. e. Peter Lorn- things of which no account is given.

bard, la four bocks. 2. Theological Qjjef-

9 came
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came to London, and fettled there as a ftationer, between fhe>

years 1600 and 1625 [r]. He married a daughter of Mr. Wil-

liam Plat of Highgate, by whom he had a fon Hilkiah, a ma-
thematical inftrument-maker in Hofier-lane, near Weft-Smith-

field. In this houfe (which was afterwards burnt in the great

fire of London 1666) was born the famous Hilkiah, July 23,

1663 ; who in 1679 was admitted of St. John's college, Cam-
bridge, the firft fcholar on the foundation of his maternal grand-

father William Plat. Hilkiah was afterwards elected fellow of

his college, and patronized by Heneage Finch earl of Winchelfea,

but deprived of his preferment (which was in Lincolnfhire) for

refufing to take the oaths at the revolution, and afterwards kept

a boarding-houfe for the Weftminfter fcholars. In 17 14, being

tried in the court of King's-bench, he was fined 1000 marks,

and imprifoned three years, for writing, printing, and publifh-

ing " The Hereditary Right of the Crown of England afierted,

17 13," folio ; the real author of which was George Harbin, a

nonjuring clergyman, whom his friendfhip thus fcreenedj and
on account of his fufferings he received 100 1. from the late

lord Weymouth, who knew not the real author. His other

publications were, a tranilation of An Anfwer to Fontenelle's

Hiftory of Oracles, and a latin Life of Dr. Barwick, which he

afterwards tranflated into englifh. He died Nov. 26, 1724.

BEDFORD (Thomas), fecond fon of Hilkiah, was educated

at Weftminiter-fchool -, and was afterwards admitted of St.

John's college, Cambridge ; became mailer's fizar to Dr. Robert

Jenkin, the mailer; and was matriculated Dec. 9, 1730 [sj.

Being a nonjuror, he never took a degree ; but going into orders

in that party, officiated amongft the people of that mode of

thinking in Derbylhire, fixing his refidence at Compton near

Aflibourne, where he became much acquainted with Ellis Farne-

worth •, and was indeed a good fcholar. Having fome original

fortune, and withal being a very frugal man, and making alfo

the moft of his money for a length of years, Mr. Bedford died

rich at Compton, in Feb. 1773, where he was well refpedled.

As foon as he took orders, he went chaplain into the family of fir

John Cotton, bart. then at Angiers in France. From thence,

having a filter married to George Smith, efq. near Durham (who
publiihed his father Dr. John Smith's fine edition of Bede), Mr.
Bedford went into the North, and there prepared his edition of
<f Symeonis monachi Dunhelmenfis libellus de exordio atque

procurfu Dunhelmenfis ecclefiae ;" with a continuation to 1 154,
and an account of the hard ufage bilhop William received from
Rufus ; which was printed by fubfeription in 1732, 8vo. from

a very valuable and beautiful MS. in the cathedral library, which

[r] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, [s] Ibid. p. 340,

p. 639.

he
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he fuppofes to be either the original, or copied in the author's

life-time. He was living at Ainbourne 1742, and about that

time publiflied an Hiftofical Catechifm, the fecond edition cor-

recic.l and enlarged. The fir it edition was taken from abbe
Fleury ; but as this fecond varied {0 much from that author, JYh".

Bedford left out his name.

BEDLOE (Capt. William"), better known on account of

his acVions than his writings, having been a principal and ufe-

ful evidence in the difecvery of the popifh plot, in the reign of

Charles II. Sec the Eng. Hilt, for that period; and the Life
.' :,••. Bedlde, which contains nothing extraordinary but the

faid difcovery, writ-ten by an unknown hand, and puhlilhed

16S1, 8vo. He was an infamous adventurer of low birth,whohad
travelled over a great part of Europe, under different names as

wellasdi 1 .-'
'

fs ofOats, lie turned evi-

dence, gave an account of Godfrey's murder, to which he added

many circumilantfes of villany. A reward of 500I. was voted

to him by the com von-. He is faid to have aflerted the reality

of the plot on his «d-; but it abounds with ubfurdity,

contradiction, and perjury ; and Mill remains one of the greateft

problems in the britifh annals. He died Aug. 20, 1680. Jacob
informs us, he wrote a play cailed the " Excomm
Prince," printed 1679. But Wcod will not allow Bedloe the

it of this play, but fays it was written by one Thomas
Walter, M. A. of jefus college, Oxford.

BEDREDD1N (Baalbkki) [t], a phyfician, born at Balbec

in Syria, is author of a book, intituled, Mofarreh al nefs, in

which he treats of thofe medicines, which excite pleafure, ac-

cording to different cohftitutions of mind and body. He finds

fauk \s ith Avicenna for elaiimg the coriander among thofe

firoples winch enliven the heart. He lived in the viith century

of the hegifa*

BEGER (Laurence;, was bom in 1 6 ^3, fon of a tanner of

Heidelberg, and was librarian to Frederic William elecbor of

Brandebourg. Ele acquired the efteem of the learned his con-

temporaries by feveral works. The principal are : 1. Thefaurus

ex Thefauro Palatino fele&us, feu Gemmae, folio, 1685. 2. Spi-

cilegium antiqiiitatis, folio, '6qi. 3. Thefaurus, live Gemmae,
Kumifmara, &c. 3 vols, folio, 1690 and rjoi. 4. Regum ix

ImperatorUm Romanorum Numifmata, a Rubenio edita, 1700,

5. De nummis Cretenuum ferperttiferis, 1702, folio.

6. Lueernse fepukhrales J. P. Bellovii, 1702, folio. 7. Numif-

mata Pontificum Romanorum, 1703,10120. 8. Excidium Tro-

janum, Berlin, 1699, 410, &c. Ele died at Berlin in 1705,

member of the academy of that capital. Beger compefed a

£t] D'Herbeiot Biblwthequc Orientalc, ircl. i.

work
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work to authorife polygamy, at the requefl of Charles Louis,

or palatine, who was defiroua of marrying his miltrefs in

the lifetime of his firlt wife : but he refuted it after the death

of that prince. The refutation however never appeared. The
book t

:

;at gave occafion to it was intituled-, Considerations on
Marriage, by Daphngeus Avcuarius, in german, 4to.

BEGUN (Michael), born at I lois in 1638, of a family of

diffcinction, in the former part of his life filled fome of the firft

polls in the law, and foon diitinguifhed himfelf by the acute-

nefs of his penetration, and his attention to method. The mar-

quis de Seignelei, his kinfman, having induced him to enter the

marine, he fucceflively filled the intendances of the French well

India iflands, the galiiei of Havre, and Canada ; and thofe of

Rochefort and la Rochelle, till 17 10. It was in that year he
died, the 14th of March, much regretted. The people loved

him, as a molt diGnterefted intendant, and the citizens as their

friend and benefactor. The learned came not behind them in

their praifes : he protected and encouraged them, took a lively

intereft in their profperity, and kept his library open for their

ufe. He had an excellent taite in the choice of his bocks. He
pofleiied a rich cabinet of medals, antiques, prints, fhells, and
other curioiities, collected from the four quarters of the world.

His books were generally marked in front with the words : Mi*
chaelis Begon & amicorum. His librarian having once repre-

fented to him, that, by letting every body have accefs to them,
he would lofe feveral of them : I had much rather (anfwered he)

lofe my books, than feem to diftruft an honeft man. He caufed

to be engraved the portraits of feveral celebrated perfons of the

xviith century. Ke collected memoirs of their lives ; and it

was from thefe materials that Perrault compofed the Hiitory of

the iliultrious men of France.

BEH.^IM (Martin), born of a noble family of Nurem-
berg, having applied himfelf to cofmography and navigation,

conceived, according to the german authors, the firft idea of the

difcovery of America. He fet out from Flanders about the

year 1460, in a (hip belonging to the duchefs Ifabella j difco-

vered, as it is faid, the iile of Fayal, the Brazils, and pufhed as

far as the ftraits of Magellan. John [I. king of Portugal, created

him chevalier in 148 5. On his return to his native country in

1492, he conltrucled a globe of twenty inches diameter, on
which he traced his difeoveries- I his globe is Thill to be feen

at Nuremberg. It is rather curious, that, while the city of
Genoa is afcribing to icfelf the glory of having produced a
Chriftopher Columbus, Florence its Americus Vefnutio, Portu-
gal its Vafco de Gama, as the firft explorers of America, the
iiril idea of that difcovery fhould be conceived by a German.
BEKN (Aphra), a celebrated englifh poetefs, defcended from

a good.
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a good family in die city of Canterbury. She was born in the!

reign of Charles I. but in what year is not certain : her father's

name was Johnfon ; who being related to the lord Willoughby,
and by his intereft having been appointed lieutenant general of

Surinam, and fix-and-thirty iflands, embarked with his family

for the Welt Indies; at which time Aphra was very young [u].

Mr. johnfon died in his paffage, but his family arrived ac .Suri-

nam, where our poetefs became acquainted with the americart

prince Oroonoko, whofe flory me has given us in her celebrated

novel of that name. She tells us, " fhe had often feen and
converfed with that great man, and been a witnefs to many of
his mighty actions •, and that at one time, he and Climene (or

Imoinda his wife) were fcarce an hour in a day from her lodg-

ings." The intimacy betwixt Oroonoko and our poetefs occa-

fioned fome reflections on her conduct, from which the au-
thorefs of her life juftifies her in the following manner : " Here,"
fays fhe, " I can add nothing to what fhe has given the world
already, but a vindication of her from fome unjuft afperfions I

find are infmuated about this town, in relation to that prince.

I knew her intimately well, and I believe fhe would not have
concealed any love affairs from me, being one of her own fex,

whole friendlhip and fecrecy fhe had experienced, which makes
me allure the world, there was no affair betwixt that prince

and Aftrara, but what the whole plantation were witneffes of;

a generous value for his uncommon virtues, which every one
that but hears them, finds in himfelf, and his prefence gave her
no more. Befides, his heart was too violently fet on the ever-

lafting charms of his Imoinda, to be fhook with thofe more faint

(in his eye) of a white beauty ; and Aflrxa's relations, there

prefent, had too watchful an eye over her, to permit the frailty

of her youth, if that had been powerful enough."
r
i he difappointmcnts fhe met with at Surinam, by lofing her

parents and relations, obliged her to return to England ; where,
foon after her arrival, fhe was married to Mr. Behn, an emi-
nent merchant of London, and of dutch extraction [x]. King
Charles II. whom fhe highly pleafed by the entertaining and ac-

curate account fhe gave him of the colony of Surinam, thought
her a proper perfon to be intruited with the management of
fome affairs during the dutch war, which was the occalion of her
going over to Antwerp. Here flie difcovered the defign formed
by the Dutch, of failing up the river Thames, in order to burn
the engliih fhips ; fhe made this difcovery by means of one
Vander Albeit, a Dutchman. This man, who, before the war,

had been in love with her in England, no fooner heard of her
arrival at Antwerp, than he paid her a vifitj and, after a repe-

[u] Memoirs prefixed to her novels, by [x] Ibid. p. 5.
a lady, p. 2, 3, £.c. Oroonoko, %-.

tition
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titicm of all his former profefllons of love, preffed her extremely

to allow him by fome fignal means to give undeniable proofs

of his paflion. This propofal was fo fuitable to her prefent aim
in the fervice of her country, that fhe accepted of it, and em-
ployed her lover in fuch a manner as made her very ferviceable

to the king. The latter end of the year 1666, Albert fent her

word by a fpecial meffenger, that he would be with her at a

day appointed, at which time he revealed to her, that Cornelius

de Witt, and De Ruyter, had propofed the abovementioned ex-

pedition to the States. Albert having mentioned this affair with
all the marks of fmcerity, Mrs. Behn could not doubt the cre-

dibility thereof; and when the interview was ended, fhe fent

exprefs to the court of England; but her intelligence (though well

grounded, as appeared by the event) being difregarded and ri-

diculed, {lie renounced all flatc affairs, and amufed herfelf during

her flay at Antwerp with the gallantries of the city. After

fome time fhe embarked at Dunkirk for England, and in her
paffage was near being loft ; for the fhip was driven on the coaft

four days within fight of land ; but, by the afiiftance of boats

from that fhore, the crew were all faved ; and Mrs. Behn ar-

rived fafely in London, where fhe dedicated the reft of her life

to pleafure and poetry [y]. She publifhed three volumes of

mifcellany poems ; the firft in 1684, the fecond in 1685, and
the third in 1688. They confift of fongs and other little pieces,

by the earl of Rochefter, fir George Etherege, Mr. Henry Crifp,

and others, with fome pieces of her own. To the fecond mif-

cellany, is annexed a tranflation of the duke de Rochefoucault's

moral reflections, under the title of " Seneca unmafked." She
wrote alfo feventeen plays, fome hiitories and novels [z]. She
tranflated Eontenelle'sHiftory of oracles, and Plurality of worlds,

to which lalt fhe annexed an efiay on tranflation and tranflated

profe. The Paraphrafe of CEnone's epiftle to Paris, in the

englilh tranflation of Ovid's Epiftles, is Mrs. Behn's ; and Mr.
Dryden, in the preface to that work, pays her the following com-
pliment :

" I was defired to fay, that the author, who is of the

fair fex, underftood not latin ; but if fhe does not, I am afraid

flie has given us occafion to be afhamed who do." She was alfo

the authorefs of the celebrated Letters between a nobleman and
his filler, printed in 1684 ; and we have extant of hers, eight

love letters, to a gentleman whom (lie pafiionately loved, and
with whom ihe correfponded under the name of Lycidas. They
are printed in the Life and Memoirs of Mrs. Behn, prefixed to

[yj Memoirs, p. 38, 40. Scroop, efq. to which is prefixed the hif-

[zj They are exant in two volumes tory of the life and memoirs of Mrs.
nmo. 1755, 8th edition, publifhedby Mr. Behn, written by one of the fair fex.

Charles Gildon, and dedicated to Simon

her
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her hiftories and novels [a]. She died, after a long indifpofitloti,

-April 16, 1689, and was buried in the cloifters of Weflminfter-
Abbey.
BEIDHAVI [b], born in the village of Beidhah, was cadi or

judge of the city of Schiraz in Perfia, from whence he went to

that of Zauris, where he died in the year of the hegira 685 or

692. He has written a literal commentary in 2 vols, on the

Alcoran, which has been explained and commented on by fe-

deral other authors.

BEITHAR [cl, better known under the name of Ben Bei-

thar, was likewife called Afchab, which fignifies, botanift or

herbalilt. He was an nfrican by birth, and died in the 646th year

of the hegira. We have of him the Giame al adviat al mofredat,

in 4 vols, which is a general hiftory of fimples or of plants

ranged in alphabetical order. He has likewife written Iviogni

fi adviat al Mofredat, in which he treats of the ufe of fimples

in the cure of every particular part of the body.

Ben Beithar alfo anfwered in a book which he called Taalik,

to a work of Ben Giazlah, who taxed his works with many im-
perfections.

BEK (David), a famous painter, born at Delft in the Nether-
lands, was trained under Van Dyk, and other celebrated mailers.

Skill in his profeffion, joined to politenefs of manners, acquired
him efteem in almoft all the courts of Europe. He was in great

favour with Charles I. king of England, and taught the prin-

ciples of drawing to his fons, Charles and James. He was after-

wards in the fervice of the kings of France and Denmark : he
went next into the fervice of Chriftina queen of Sweden, who
efteemed him at a high rate, gave him many rich prefents, and
made him firfl: gentleman of her bed-chamber. She fent him
alfo to Italy, Spain, France, England, Denmark, and to all the

courts of Germany, to take the portraits of the different kings

[a] They are full of the frrongeft ex- end of the ffreet vAvre I live, and fquan*

preffions of love for her beloved Lycidas, dering away your time at any Coffey*

who, at the time of her writing thele let- houfc, rather than aiiovv me, what \ou.

ters, feems to have returned her Jove with knov in your foul is the greateft blefling

great coldnefs and indifference. " I may of my life, your dear, dull, melancholy

chance." fays fhe in her lalt letter, " from company; I call it dull, becaufe you never
the natural inconftancy of my fex, lo be as can be gay or merry where Afhrea is.

falfe as you would wiih, and leave you in How could this indifference poffefs you,

quiet. For as I am fathfied I love in when your malicious foul knew 1 was Ian-

vain, and without return, I am fatisfied guifhing for you ? I died, I fainted, I

that nothing, but the thing that hates me, panted for an hour of what you lavilhed

Would treat me as Lycidas does ; and it is out, regardlefs of me, and without fo much
only the vanity of being beloved by me as thinking en me !" Memoirs of Mrs.
can make you countenance a foftnefs fo Behn, prefixed to her novels, p. 69, 70.
difpleafing to you. How could any thing [b] D'Herbelot ELbliothecjue Oric;>
but the man that hates me, entertain me tale, vol. i.

{» unkindly ? Wjtnefs your failing by the fc] Ibid. vol. i.

anj
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and princes ; and then prefented each of them with their pic-

tures, which rendered the painter very famous, who, we are
told, received nine golden chains with medals from fo many
princes. His manner of painting was extremely free and quick,

fo that king Charles I. told him one day, " he believed he could
paint while he was riding poft," Ic is faid, that in travelling

through Germany, he fell fick at an inn, and was laid out for
dead. His fervants drinking for confolation by his bed fide, one
of them i:i a drunken freak, faid, " Our matter was fond of a
glafs while he was alive, and out of gratitude let us give him a
glafs now he is dead." The propofal proving agreeable, he
raifed up his matter's head, and endeavouring to pour fome
wine into his mouth, Bek opened his eyes j and being com-
pelled neverthelefs to drink the glafs full, gradually revived.

He lived fome years after, though he died at the age of thirty-

five, in 10V,, at the Hague.
BEIvKKR (Baithasar), a famous dutch divine, born in

1634, at Warthuifen, a village in the province of Groningen.
He learned the latin tongue at home under his father, and at

fixtern y-:ars of age was entered at the univerfity of Groningen,
where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the greek and hebrew
languages, and made alfo a considerable proficiency in hillory

and philofophy. He went afterwards to Franeker, where he
ftudied divinity : he continued here four years and a half, when
he was chofen miniiler at Oolteidingen, a village about fix miles

from Franeker. He diicharged his duty with great diligence, and
found time to read and examine the writings of the ir.oit emi-
nent philofophers and divines. He kept a conftant correfpond-

ence with James Alting, under whom he had Itudied the he-
brew tongue, and with the famous Cocceius. Yet he was not
blindly attached to their opinions, but, when he thought they
were miftaken, freely propofed his difficulties and objections.

In 1665 he took his degree of doctor of divinity, at Franeker,
and the next year was chofen one of the minifters of that city [dJ.
When he was minifter at Oofterlingen, he compofed a Short

catechifm for children, and in 1670 he published another for

perfons of a more advanced age. This laSt being loudly ex-

claimed againSt by feveral divines, the author was profecuted

before the ecclefiaftical afiemblies ; and notwithstanding many
learned divines gave their testimonies in favour of this catechifm,

yet in the fynod held in 1671, at Bolfwart in Friezland, it was
voted there, to contain feveval itrange expreSSions, unfcriptural

pofitions, and dangerous opinions, which ought not to be printed,

or, being printed, not to be published. However, that, being re-

vifed and corrected, it might be printed." Bekker appealed to

[d] Hoogutan Dutch Hill. Di&ion.

Vol. II. Q^ the
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the next fynod r which met at Franeker, in July 1672, who chofe

a committee of twelve deputies, to enquire into this affair, and to

fmifh it in fix weeks. They examined Bekker's catcchifm very

carefully, and at laft fubfcribed an act in which were the fol-

lowing words : " That they had altered all fuch exprelhons as

feemed to be offenfive, ftrange, or uncommon : that they had

examined, fetundum fide) afialogiam, what had been obferved by

the feveral claffes as unfcriptural ; and that they judged Dr.

Bekker's book, with their corrections, might, for the edification

of God's church, be printed and publifhed, as it contained feveral

wholfome and ufeful inftruclions." This judgement was ap-

proved of by the fynod held at Harlingen next year •, but fuch

is the conftitution of the fynods in the feven provinces, that one

can annul what another has eftablifhed, and Bekker fuffered for

two years longer much trouble and vexation.

In 1674 he was chofen minifter at Loenen, a village near

Utrecht ; but he did not continue here long, being about two
years after called to Wefop, and in 1679 chofen minifter at

Amfterdam. The comet which appeared in 1680 and 1681,

gave him an opportunity of publifhing a fmall book in low
dutch, intituled, Onderfock over de Kometei, i. e. An inquiry

concerning Comets, wherein he endeavoured to fhew, that

comets are not the prefages or forerunners of any evil. This
piece gained him great reputation, as did likewife his Exposition

on the prophet Daniel, wherein he gave many proofs of his

learning and found judgement ; but the work which rendered

him mod famous, is his " De betover Wereld, or the World be-

witched." He makes an inquiry into the common opinion

concerning fpirits, their nature and power, authority and actions ;

as alfo what men can do by their power and affiftance. He tells

us in his preface, that it grieved him to fee the great honours,

powers, and miracles, which are afcribed to the devil. " It is

come to that pafs," fays he, " that men think it piety and god-

linefs, to afcribe a great many wonders to the devil ; and im-

piety and herefy, if a man will not believe that the devil can

do what a thoufand perfons fay he does. It is now reckoned

godlinefs, if a man, who fears God, fear alfo the devil, if he

be not afraid of the devil, he pafTes for an atheift, who does not

believe in God, becaufe he cannot think that there are two Gods,

the one good, the other bad. But thefe, I think, with much more
reafon may be called ditheifts. For my part, if on account of my
opinion they will give me a new name, let them call me Mono-
theift, a believer of but one God." This work raifed a great

clamour againft Bekker. The confiftory at Amfterdam, the claries

and fynods proceeded againft him ; and, after having fufpended

him from the holy communion, depofed him at laft from the

office of a minifter. The magiftrates of Amfterdam were fo

generous,
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generous, however, as to pay him his Salary as long as he lived.

A very odd medal was Struck in Holland, on his depofition. It

represented a devil clothed like a minifter, riding upon an afs,

and holding a banner in his hand, as a proof of the victory

which he gained in the fynods. With the medal was published

a Small piece in dutch, to explain it, in which was an account

of what had been done in the confiflory, claffes and fynods.

Bekker died of a pleurify, June 1 1, 1698.

BEL (John James), counsellor of the parliament of Bour-

deaux, where he was born, and member of the academy of that

city, died at Paris in 1738, from exceffive, labour, at the age of

45. He had a remarkable fine library, which he wifhed to render

public, with a fund for the maintenance of two librarians. He
compiled the Dictionnaire Neologique, fince confiderably aug-

mented by the abbe des Fontaines. In this work a juft cenfure

is palled on many novel expreilions, intricate phrafes, and af-

fected turns ; but, in condemning unufual terms, it is not rea-

fonable to profcribe others that have the Sanction of judicious

writers. This piece of humour on the frivolous Style ufed by
Some moderns, did not correct, the old writers; though the

young ones were Somewhat kept in awe by it. Bel is likewiSe

the author of Critical Letters on the Mariamne of Voltaire. His
Apology for Houdar de la Motte, in 4 letters, is a Satire under
the maflc of irony. His tragedies and his other works are cri-

ticiSed with much delicacy ; and the character of the author

and that of Fontenelle are very well drawn.

BELCAMP (John van) [e], a Dutchman, was employed un-
der Van der Dort, in copying pictures in the royal collection.

The whole lengths of Edward III. and the Black Prince, over

the doors in one of the anti-chambers at St. James's, are Said

to have been copied by him. Thefe more nearly reSemble

each other, than any other prints of them. The whole length

of Edward IV. over the chimney, in another anti-chamber,

was alfo painted by him ; the face is fuppofed to have been done
from Some ancient original. His copies are thought to be well

executed. He died in 1653.

B- LCHIER (John), was born in the year 1706, at Kingfton
in Surry. He received his education at Eton ; and discovering

an inclination Sor Surgery, was bound apprentice to Mr. CheSel-

den, by far the molt eminent man of his profeffion. Under
this great mafter, who uSed to Say, that oS all the apprentices

he ever had Mr. Belchier was the mcSt induftrious and aSfidu-

ous, he Soon became an accurate anatomiSt. His preparations

were efteemed next to Dr. Nicholls's, and allowed to exceed all

others of that time. Thus qualified, his practice Soon became

[e] Granger.

Q^2 extenSive J
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extenfive; and in the year 1736 he fucceeded his fellow-appren-

tice Mr. Craddock, as furgeon to Guy's hofpital. In this fitu-

ation, which afforded fuch ample opportunity of difplaying his

abilities, he, by his remarkably tender and kind attention to his

pauper patients, became as eminent for his humanity as his fu-

perior (kill in hia profeffion. Like his mailer Chefelden, he was
very reluctant before an operation, yet quite as fuccefsful as

that great operator. He was particularly expert in the reduc-

tion of the humerus ; which, though a very Ample operation, is

frequently productive of great trouble to the furgeon, as well as

excruciating pain to the patient. Being elected fellow of the

Royal Society, he communicated to that learned body feveral

curious cafes that fell within his cognizance ;
particularly a re-

markable cafe of an hydrops ovarii, publiihed in the Philofo-

phical Tranfadtions, No. 423 ; an account of the miller whofe
arm was torn off by a mill, Auguft 15, 1737, No. 449; and a

remarkable inftance of the bones of animals being turned red

by aliment only, No. 442. The greatefl difcoveries frequently

are owing to trifling and accidental caufes. Such was the cafe

in the laft-mentioned circumftance, Mr. Belchier being led to

make his inquiries on that fubjecl, by the bone of a boiled leg

of pork being discovered to be perfectly red, though the meat
was well flavoured and of the ufual colour. On his refignation

as furgeon of Guy's, he was made governor both of that and St.

Thomas's hofpital, to which he was particularly ferviceable,

having recommended not lefs than 140 governors. Mr. Belchier

in private life was a man of Uriel: integrity, warm and zealous

in his attachments, fparing neither labour nor time to ferve thofe

for whom he profeffed a friendihip. Of this he gave a (Irong

proof, in becoming himfelf a governor of the London hofpital,

purpofely to ferve a gentleman who had been his pupil Indeed,

he on every occafion was particularly defirous of ferviug thofe

who had been under his care. A man of fuch a difpofition could

not fail of being careffed and beloved by all that really knew
him. In converfation he was entertaining, and remarkable for

bons mots, which he uttered with a dry laconic bluntnefs pecu-

liar to himfelf; yet under this rough exterior he was poifeffed

of a feeling and companionate heart. Of the latter, his con-

flantly fending a plate of victuals every day, during his confine-

ment, to a man, who, having gained admittance to him, pre-

fented a pifloi with an intent to rob him, and whom he feized

and fecured, is An unqueftionable proof, as well as of his per-

•fonal courage. Such were his gratitude and friend {hip too for

thofe of his acquaintance, that on feveral flieets he has men-
tioned their names with fome legacy as a token of remembrance,,

as medals, pictures, books, Sec trinkets and preparations, and

on another paper fays he could not do more, having a family of

children,
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children. Whenever he fpoke of Mr. Guy, the founder of the

hofpital, it was in a llrain of enthufiafm, which he even carried

io far as to faint him. A gentleman having on one of thofe oc-

casions begged leave to remark, that he had never before heard

of St. Guv, Mr. Belchier, in his fentimental way, replied, " No,
fir : -perhaps—you may not find his name in the calendar; but

give me leave to tell you, that he has a bstter title to canoni-

zation than nine-tenths of thofe whofe names are there : fome
of them may, perhaps, have given fight to the blind, or enabled

the lame to walk, but can you quote me an inftance of one of
them bellowing one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds flerling

for the purpofe of relieving his fellow-creatures?" Mr. Belchier

was a great admirer of the fine arts, and lived in habits of in-

timacy with the principal artiiis of his time. He enjoyed a great

(hare of health, though far advanced in years. A friend of his

being fome time fince attacked with epileptic fits, he exclaimed,
" I am extremely forry for him, but when I fall, I hope it will

be to rife no more j" and he fucceeded in a great meafure in

his wilh ; for being taken with a fhivering fit at Batfon's coffee-

houfe, he returned home and went to bed. The next day he
thought himfelf better, got up, and attempted to come down
flairs, but complained to thofe who were affiifing him, that

they hurried him ; and, immediately after exclaiming, " It is all

over !"—fell back and expired. His body was interred in the

chapel at Guy's hofpital. He died in 1785.
BELIDOR (Bernard Forest de), a famous french en-

gineer, known by his Diclionnaire Portatif de L'Ingenieur, 1 2mo.

1755, 8vo. 1768, born in Catalonia; died September 8, 1761.
His Hydraulic Architecture, Courfe of Mathematics, and Tables

for throwing bombs, are in efleem upon the continent. He was
many years profefTor of the academies of Paris and Berlin,

brigadier of infantry, and infpeclor general of the arfenal of

Paris.

BELING (Richard), was born in the year 1613 atBelings-

town, in the barony of Balrothery in the county of Dublin, and
was the fon of fir Henry Seling, knight, and was educated in

his younger years at a grarnmar-fchool in the city of Dublin,

but afterwards put under the tuition of fome priefts of his own
religion, which was popifh, who fo v»

rell cultivated his good
genius, that they taught him to write in a fluent and elegant

latin ityle. Thus grounded in the polite parts of literature, his

father removed him to Lincoln's Inn, to fludy the municipal
laws of his country, where he abode fome years, and returned

home a very accomplished gentleman. But it does not appear

that he ever made the law a profeflion. His natural inclination

turning him to arms, he early engaged in the rebellion of 1641,

and though but about twenty-eight years old, was then an

Q^3 officer,
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officer of confiderable rank. He afterwards became a leading

member in the fupreme council of the confederated roraan ca-

tholics at Kilkenny, to which he was principal fecretaiy, by

whom he was fent ambaflador to the pope and other Italian

princes in 1645, to crave aid for the fupport of their caufe. He
brought back with him a fatal prefent in the perfon of the

nuncio, John Eaptifl Rinuccini, archbiihop and prince of Fer-

mo ; who was the occaivjn of reviving the diiti actions between

the old Iriih of blood, and the old Englilh of iriiTi birth which

fplit that party into factions, prevented all peace with the mar-

quis of Ormond, and ruined the country he was fent to fave.

When Mr. Beling had fathomed the mifchievous fchemes of the

nuncic and his party, nobody was more zealous than he in op-

pofmg and clogging their meafures, or in promoting the peace

then in agitation, and fubmitting to the king's authority, which
he did with fuch heartinefs, that he became very acceptable to

the marquis of Ormond, who intruded him with many negotia-

tions. When the parliament army had fubdued the royal army,

Mr. Beling retired to France, where he continued feveral years.

His account of the tranfaclions of Ireland during the period of

the rebellion, is efteemed by judicious men, as being more worthy

of credit than any written by the romifh party, yet he is not free

from a partiality to the caufe he was at firft embarked in. He
returned home upon the reftoration. and was repoflefied of his

eftate by the favour and intereff of the duke of Ormond. He
died in Dublin in September 1677, and was buried in the

church-yard of Malahider, about five miles from that city. Du-
ring his retirement in France, he wrote in latin in two books,

Vindiciarum Catholicorum Hibernise, under the name of Phi-

lopatcr Irenjeus. He wrote alfo a vindication of himfelf againft

Nicholas French, titular bifhop of Ferns, dedicated to the clergy

of Ireland.

BEL1US (Matthias), born at Otfova in Hungary, in 1684,

ftudied with great diligence at Halle, where he made uncommon
proficiency in the learned languages. Being returned to his na-

tive country, he excited a love for the belles-lettres among the

fludents of feveral protectant colleges, and applied himfelf with

fuccefs to the hiftory of Hungary. Nicholas Palfi, viceroy of

that country, was of great affiftance to him in his. inquiries, by

granting him accefs to a variety of archives. He fpent the major

part of his life in this ftu'dy, and died in the year 2749- His

principal works are, 1. De vetere Literatura Hunno-fcythica

exercitatio. Leipfic, 1718, 4to. a learned work. 2. Hungarian

antiquse & novae prodromus. Nuremberg, 172., folio. In this

he gives the plan of a great work he was meditating, but which
lie had not leifure to publifh. 3. De peregrinatione linguae

Hungaricaj in Europam. 4. Adparatus ad hiitoriam Hungarian ;

five,
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nve,Colle<fHo mifcella monumentorum ineditorum partim,partim
editorum, fed fugientium. Prefburg, fcveral volumes in folio,

1735—1746. this collection of hiftorians of Hungary is

adorned with learned and well written prefaces. 5. Ampiidimae
hiftorico-criticae Prsefationes in fcriptores rerum Hungaricarum
veteres ac genuinos, 3 vols, in folio. 6. Notitia Hungarian
nova? hiftorico-geographica. Vienna, 1735, & ann. feq. 4 vols,

folio, with maps. A work of much learning, and executed with
accuracy.

BELL (Beaupre), fon of Beaupre Eell, efq. of Beaupre-hall

in Upwell and Outwell in Clackclofe hundred, Norfolk, where
the Beaupre family had fettled early in the xivth century, and
enjoyed the eftate by the name of Beaupre (or de Bello prato)

till fir Robert Bell intermarried with them about the middle of

the xvith [f]. Sir Robert was fpeaker of the houfe of commons
14 Eliz. and chief baron of the exchequer ; and caught his death

at the black amze at Oxford, 1577. Beaupre Bell, his fourth

lineal defcendant, married Margaret daughter of fir Anthony
Oldneld of Spalding, bart. who die'd 1720, and by whom he
had iflue his namefake the fubject of this article, and two
daughters, of whom the youngeit married William Graves, efq.

of Fulborn in Cambridgeftiire, who thereby inherited the family

eftate near Spalding, with the lite of the abbey, and has a ftrik-

ing likenefs of his brother-in-law. Mr. Bell, junior, was edu-
cated at Weftminfter fchool, admitted of Trinity college, Cam-
bridge, 1723, and foon commenced a genuine and able anti-

quary [g]. He made confiderable collections of church notes

in his own and the neighbouring counties [h], all which he
bequeathed

[f] Hifh of the Gentlemen's Society at of the new edition of fir William Dugdale's

Spalding; and Anecdotes of Bowyer, by ''• Hiitory of Embanking,'' 177^, tells

Nichols. us that this edition was printed from two
[oj He uubliihed propofa's, elegantly copies 1

of the old one, one corrected by fir

printed, for the following work *, at ^s. William himfelf, the other by Beaupre Bell,

the firft fubfeription, " Tabulae Auguftae, Efq. •' a diligent and learned antiquary,

five Imperatorum Romanorum, Augurto- who had alfu made fome corrections in

rum, Ccefarum, Tyrannorum, et illuittium his own copy now in Trinity college li-

virorum a Cn. Pompeio Magno ad Hera- brary." See his letters dated Beaupic

clium Aug. feries chronologica. Exhilto- Hall, May 11, and July 50, 1731, to T.
ricis, nummis, & marmoribus collegit Hearne abouf the pedlar in Swaffham
Beaupreius Bell, A. M. Cantabrigiie. typis church, a rebus on the nameof Chapman,
acadcmicis 1 7 -4.:

'

' which was in great prefixed to Hemingford- p. 1
8
~, and pre-

forwardnefs in 17^3. and o-i which Mr. face, p. 113. See alio on the Lme fub-

Johufon communicated hi; obfervations. jedt, Preface to Caius, p. xlvii. and
[h] Mr. Cole of the Fen-office, editor lxxxiv. and the " Speech of Dr. Spencer,

* " My late friend Mr. Beaupre Boll, a young gentleman of the mofr excellent

knowledge in medals, whole immature death is a real lofs to this part of learning, was

bufy in putting out a book like that ^i Patarol, and left his MSS. plates, and coins, to

Trinity College, Cambridge." Stukeley, Caraufius, 1. 67.

Q^4 vi«-
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bequeathed to the college where he received his education. Mr.
Blom field acknowledges his obligations to him for collecting

many evidences, feals, and drawings, of great ufe to him in his

HM cry of Norfolk. The old gentleman led a miferable life,

hardly allowed his fon neceflaries, and dilapidated his houfe.

He had 500 horfes of his own breeding, many above 30 years

old unbroke[i]. He took his fon home from college, where
his 1 brary was left to mould. On his death, his Ion fucceeded

to his eftate of about 150 1 a year, which he enjoyed not long,

and dying of a coniumption unmarried, on the road to Bath,

left the reverfion after the death of his filter (who was then un-

married and not likely to have iflue) with his books and medals

to 1 rinity college, under the direction of the late vice-maiter

Dr. Walker. But his filler marrying, fas above) it is faid the

entail was cut off. He was buried in the family burying place

in St. Mary's chapel in Outwell-church, for the paving of which

and for a monument he left 150I. The remitters of the fociety

abound with proofs of Mr. Bell's tafte and knowledge in antient

coins, both greek and roman, befides many other intereiVmg

difcoveries. Mr. Bell conceived that coins might be diftin-

guifhed by the hydroliatical balance, and fuppofed the flower on

the rhodian coins to be the lotus, but Mr.Jchnfon the balauftrum,

or pomegranate flower. He fent the late unhappy Dr. Dodd
Dotes concerning the life and writings of Callimachus, with a

drawiag of his head to be engraved by Vertue, and prefixed to

his transition of that poet. He made a caft of the profile of

Dr. Stukeley prefixed to his Itinerarium, and an elegant buft

of Alexander Gordon, after the original given by him to fir

Andrew Fountain's niece. He communicated to the fociety

an account of Outwell church, and the Hauitoft family arms in

a border engrailed S. a lozenge Erm. quartering Fincham, in a

vice-chancellor of Cambridge, to the duke
of Monmouth when he was n, (tailed chan-

cellor, 167 #." lb. Ixxxm. In p. lii.

Kcarne ftyles him " amicus eiuditus, cui

et aliis nominibus me devuidtum effe gratus

agnofco." He alfo furnifhed him with a

tranfeript, in his own fund writing, of

bifnop Godwin's catalogue of the bifhops

of Bath and Wells, from the original in

Trinity college library. App (oAnn.de
Dunftable, £ 5 J 57. A charter relating

to St. Edmund s flury abbey. liened.Ab,

y. 865. Theepitaph of E. Beckingham
in Bottifham church in Cambridgeshire.
Preftce to Otic bourne's Chi on. p. Ixxxii.

App. to Tiukelow, p 37^. Papers, &c
of his are mentioned in :he Reliquiae

Galeauae, p. 57, cX, 6:. Walfiagham
church notes, p. 59. entered in the mi-

nutes ; a Paper on the Clepfydra, p. 60;
and five of his leiters to Mr. Blomneld

are punted pages 29-. 4^5, 472. one of

Dr. Z. Grey, p. 147 ; one to \i. N. Sal-

mon, p. ifOj others to Mr. Gale, pages

169, 1 8 r , 30.— 3, c ; to Dr. Stukeley,

paces 176. j 78. See aho pages 176, 178,

iS • , 365, 46^, 470, 471. In Archaeolog.

vol. VI. pages 13 3, 1.9, 141, 143, aie

fome letters between him and Mr. Gale,

on a roman horologium mentioned in an

infeription lound at Ya!oire, a poor I'mall

village in the diftnet and on the lake of

Annecey, £;c. communicated to him by
Mr. Cramer, profeffor of philofophy and
mathematics.

[1] The Lite earl of Uxbridge had as
many, a> d the prelent duke of Ancafter's
brother 1500.

chapej
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chapel at the eaft end of the north aile. He collected a feries

of nexus literarum, or abbreviations. He had a portrait of fir

Thomas Grefharn by Milliard, when young, in a clofe green

filk doublet, hat, and plaited ruff, 1540 or 1545, formerly be-

longing to fir Marmaduke Grefham, bart. then to Mr. Philip

Filazer, by whofe widow, a niece to fir Marmaduke, it came
to fir Anthony Oldfield, and fo to Maurice Johnfon. He ad-

dreffed verfes on " color efl cognata lucis proprietas " to fir

Ifaac Newton, who returned him a prefent of his Philofophy,

fumptuouily bound by Brindley.

BELLx^.1 (Wilt. 1am du), lord of Langey, a french general,

who fignalized himfelf in the fervice of Francis I. He was alfo

an able negotiator, fo that the emperor Charles V. ufed to fay,

" that Langey's pen had fought more againft him than all the

lances of France [k]." He was fent to Piedmont in quality of

viceroy, where he took feveral towns from the imperialifts. His

addrefs in penetrating into an enemy's defigns was fuiprifing.

In this he fpared no expence, and thereby had intelligence of

the mod fecret councils of the emperor and his generals. He
was extremely attive in influencing fome of the universities of

France, to give their judgement agreeably to the defires of rienry

VIII. king of England, when this prince wanted to divorce his

queen, in order to marry Anne Eoleyn [l]. It was then the

intereft of France to favour the king of England in this parti-

cular, it being an affront to the emperor, and a gratification to

Henry, which might ferve for the bails of an alliance between
him and Francis I. He was fent feveral times into Germany
to the princes of the proteftant league, and was made a knight

of the ord.r of St. Michael.

He was alfo a man of learning, having given proofs of his

abilities and genius as a writer. He compofed feveral works [m],

the molt remarkable of which was the " Hiflory of his own
times," in latin. Molt of this work however has been loft, no-

thing of it remaining except a few fragments, and three or four

books, which Martin du iiellai, William's brother, has inferted

in his memoirs [n].

When Langey was in Piedmont in 1542, he had fome re-

markable intelligence, which he was defirous himfelf to com-

[k] Billon, Fort inexpugnable de l'hon- other ("mail pieces in 1556. A book upon
near du Sexe-feminin, t'ol. 236, Paris, military difcipline was, according to Mr.
edit. 1 > 5 5 , 4to. Brantom's memoirs. Bayle, falfely afcribed to Bellai ; the real

[l] Le Grand hilto.re du divorce de author being Raimond de Pavia, Sieurde
Henry VIII. torn. i. p. 179. Forquevals, a gafcon gentleman.

[m] A lift of them is given in the French [n] Of the ten books of which this work.
" Bibliotheques of LaTroix du Main, and confifts, the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th (ac-

Du Verdier;" Mr. Bayle thinks that none cording to Mr. Bayle), belong to Wil-
of them were ever printed, excepting the lium du Bellai.

epitome of the antieat Cauls, with fome

municate
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municate to the king ; and, being extremely infirm, he ordered

a litter for his conveyance ; but, after having paffed the moun-
tain of Tarara, betwixt Lyons and Roan, he found himfeif fo

extremely bad at St Saphorin, that he was obliged to ftcp :

and there he died the 9th of Jan. 1543. He was buried in the

church of Mans, and a noble monument was erected to his me-
mory. His friends gave him the following epitaph

:

Cy git Langev, qui de plume et d'epee

A furmonte Cicerou et Pompce.

His coufin Joach'im Bellai made alfo the two following lines in

his praife :

Hie fitus efn Langeius, nil ultra quaere, viator j

Nil melius dici, nil potuit brevius.

Here lies Langev ; afk nothing further, traveller ; nothing

better can be faid, nor nothing fiiorter.

BELLARMIN (Robert), an Italian jefuit, and one of the

molt celebrated controverfiarl writers 6f his time, was born in

Tufcany, 154.2, and admitted amongft the jefuits in 1560.
In 1 559 he was ordained pried, at Ghent, by Cornelius Jan-
fenius •, and the year following, taught divinity at Louvain.
After having lived feven years in the Low Countries, he returned

to Italy, and in 1576 began to read lectures at Home on points

of controverfy. This he did with fo much applaufe, that Sixtus V.
appointed him to accompany his legate into France, in 1590,
as a perfon who might be of great fervice, in cafe any difpute

in religion fhould arife. He returned to Rome about ten

months after, where he had feveral offices conferred on him
by his own fociety as well as the pope, and in 1599 was created

cardinal. 1 hree years after he had the archbiihopric of Capua
given him ; which he refigned in i6or, when pope Paul V. de-

fired to have him near himfeif. He was emp'oyed in the affairs

of the court of Rome, till 1 62 r ; when, finding himfeif de-

clining in health, he left the Vatican, and retired to the houfe

belonging to the jefuits, where he died the 17th of bept. 1621.

It appeared on the day of his funeral, that he was regarded as

a faint [oj. The fwifs guards belonging to the pope were placed

round his coffin, in order to keep off the crowd, which prefled

to touch and kifs the body ; and every thing he made ufe of

was carried away as venerable relics.

It is generally allowed that Bellarmin did great honour to his

order, and that no man ever defended the church of Rome and

|~oJ Allegambe, Biblical:, fcript. Soc. Jcf. p. 409.

the.
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the pope with more fuccefs. The proteftants have fo far ac-

knowledged his abilities, that during the fpace of 40 or 50 years,

there was fcarce any confiderable divine amongft them, who did

not write againft Bellarmin. Some of his antagonists accufed

him wrongfully in their publications •, a circumftance of which
his party made great advantage. Bellarmin, though a Strenuous

advocate for the romifh religion, yet did not agree with the doc-

trine of the jefuits in fome points, particularly that of predestina-

tion, nor did he approve of manyexpreiFions in the romiih litanies j

and notwithftanding he allowed many paSfages in his writings to

be altered by his Superiors, yet in Several particulars he followed

the opinions of St. Auguftin. Fie wrote molt of his works in

latin, the principal of which is his body of controverfy, con-

fiding of four volumes in folio. Ke there handles the queflions

in divinity with great method and precifion, Slating the objec-

tions to the doctrines of the romifh church with ltrength and
perfpicuity, and anfwering them in the mofjt concife manner.
Some of the roman c th dies have been of opinion, that their

religion has been hurt by his controversial- writings, the argu-

ments of the heretics not being, as they thir&, -confuted witfci,

that Superiority and triumph, which the goodoefe of the catife-*

merited. Father Theophiius Raynaud acknowledges fcme-*per-

fons to have been of opinion, that Bellarmifl^s writings ought
to be fuppreSTed j as well becauSe the heretics might ' make ail'

ill ufe of them, by taking what they found in them for their

purpofe, and the catholics might be deluded by not under-
standing the anfwers to the objections. Hence i: was that fir

Edwyn Sandys, not being able to meet with Bellarmin's works
in any bookfeilcr's Shop in Italy, concluded that they were pro-

hibited, left they Should Spread the opinions which the author

confutes. Eefides his body of controverfy, he wrote alio Se-

veral other books. He has left us a Commentary on the Pfalms ;

A treatife on ecciefiafticai writers ; A difxourfe on indulgences,

and the worfhip of images ; Two treatiSes in anfwer to a work
of James I. of England ; A differtation on the power of the

pope, in temporal matters, againft William Barclay, and Several

treatifes on devotion, the moft excellent of which is that on the

duties of Bifhops, addrefied to the biShops of France.

Notwithftanding the zeal which Bellarmin had Shewed in

maintaining the power of the pope over the temporalities of
kings, yet his bock " De Romano Pontifice" was condemned
bySixtusV. who thought he had done great prejudice to the

dignity of the pope, by not infilling that the power, which jefus

Chrift gave to his vicegerent, was direel, but only indirect,.*

What he wrote againft William Barclay upon the fame Sub-

ject, was treated with great indignity in France, as being con-

4 trary
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trary to the ancient doctrine, and the rights of the gallican

church [p].

Bellar.nin is faid to have been a man of great chaftity and
temperance : and remarkable for his patience. His itature was
low, and his mien very indifferent •, but the excellence of his

genius might be difcovered from the traces of his countenance[oj.
He expreffed himfelf with great perfpicuity, and the words he
firft made ufe of to explain his thoughts were generally fo proper,

that there appeared no rafure in his writings. He has been
attacked and defended by fo many writers, that a catalogue has
been drawn up of both parties. A liil of his defenders has been
compofed by Beraldus, an italian. His life has been written by-

James Fuligati, and many particulars relating to him may like-

wife be found in Alegambus, Poffevinus, Sponde, &c.
BELLAY (Jean du), born in 1492, was at firft bifhop of

Bayonne, and afterwards of Paris in 1 532. The year following,

Henry VIII. of England having raifed juft apprehenfions of a

fchifm on account of a quarrel with his wife •, du Bellay, who
had been fent to him in the year 1527, in quality of ambafla-
dor, was difpatched to him a fecond time. He obtained of that

prince that he would not yet break with Rome, provided time was
granted him to make his defence bv proxy. Du Bellay fet out
immediately to aik a refpite of pope Clement VII. This he
obtained, and fent a courier to the king of England for his pro-

curation. Jut the courier not returning, Clement VII. ful-

minated the bull of excommunication againft HenryVIII. and laid

an interdict: on his dominions. It was this bull that furnifhed

Henry with an opportunity of withdrawing England from the

church of Kome, and a great fource of revenue from the coffers of
the pope. Du Bellay continued to be entrufted with the affairs of

France under the pontificate of Paul III. who made him cardinal

in 1535. The year afterwards, Charles V. having entered Pro-
vence with a numerous army, Francis I. willing to oppofe fo

formidable an enemy, quitted Paris, whither du Bellay was juft

returned. The king appointed him his lieutenant-general, that

he might have a watchful eye over Picardy and Champagne.
The cardinal, no leis intelligent in matters of war than in the

intrigues of the cabinet, undertook to defend Paris, which was
then in confulion. He fortified it with a rampart and boule-

[p] A decree of parliament was drawn faid hook, or know of any perfon who is

up againft r his performance in thefe terms : poffelTedof them, todeclare it immediately
•« 1 he court prohibits ail perfons of what to the ufital judges, that an enquiry may
condition or quality foever, upon pain of be made after them, at the requeft of the

high treafon, to receive, retain, commu- fubltimtes of the attorney general, and to

nicate, print, orcaufe to be printed, or proceed againft the guilty, as is rcafonable."
expo I e to fale the faid book: and enjoins Mercure Franc, vol. ii. p. 33, Sec.

thofe, who ihall have, any copies of the [qj Nidus Eryihrsus Pinacoth. p. $%
vards4
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Vards, which are ftill to be feen. He provided with equal

promptitude for the fecurity of the other towns. So many fer-

vices procured him new benefices, and the friendfhip and
confidence of Francis I. After the death of that prince, the

cardinal de Lorraine became the channel of favour at the court

of Henry II. Du l-elhy, too little of a philofopher, and too

much affected by the lofs of his influence, could no longer en-

dure to remain at Paris. He chofe rather to retire to Rome ;

where the qualityof bifliop of Oftia procured him, under Paul IV.
the title of dean of the facred college, and where his riches en-

abled him to build a fumptuous palace. However, he took care

to keep the bifhopric of Paris in his family. He obtained that fee

for Eullache du Bellay, his coufin, already provided with feveral

benefices, and prefident of the parliament. The cardinal lived

nine years after his demiilion ; and, whether from patriotifm or

from the habit of bufinefs, he continued to make himfelf ne-

ceffaryto the king. He died at Rome, the 16th of Feb. 1560,
at the age of 6$, with the reputation of a dexterous courtier,

an able negotiator, and a great wit. Literature owed much
to him. He concurred with his friend Budarns in engaging

Francis I. to inftitute the college royal. Rabelais had been his

phyfician. Of his writing are, Several harangues, An apology

for Francis I. Elegies, epigrams and odes, collected in 8vo.

and printed by Robert Stephens in 1549.
BELLAY (Martin du), brother of the foregoing, was,

like him and his ether brother William, a great general, a good
negotiator, and a patron of letters. Francis I. employed him.

His hiflorical memoirs, from 1513 101543, are ftill remaining j

and are to be found with thofe of his brother William. What-
ever pleafure the curious find in perufmg thefe memoirs, the

generality of readers complain of the length of his defcriptions

of the battles and fieges in which he was prefent. We cannot

however deny him the praife of a wife and able man. He died

at Perche in 1559. He was prince of Yvetot, by his marriage

with Elizabeth Chenu, proprietor of that principality.

BELLAY (Joachim du), was born about the year 1524 at

Lire, a town about eight leagues from Angers. Being leit an

orphan at a very early age, he was committed to the guardian-

fliip of his elder brother, who neglected to cultivate the talents

he evidently poiiefTed. He foon difcovered an equal turn for

literature and for arms •, but he was kept in a fort of captivity,

which prevented htm from pufhing forwards. The death of

his brother freed him from this reftraint ; but it threw him
into other embarraiTments. No fooner was he out of the care

of a guardian himfelf, than he was charged with the tuition of

one of his nephews. The misfortunes of that family which had

brought it to the brink of ruin, and Uw-fuits in which he was
forced
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forced to engage, caufed him follicitudes and vexations but little

fuited to a votary of Apollo. His health was affected by them,
and a ficknefs no lefs dangerous than painful confined him two
years to his bed. Neverthelefs he courted the mufes : he fiudied

the works of the poets, latin, greek and french, and the fire

of their genius enkindled his own. He produced feveral pieces

that procured him accefs to the court. Francis I. Henry IL
and Margaret of Navarre, admired the fweetnefs, the eafe and
the fertility of his vein. He was unanimouily called the Ovid
of France. The cardinal John du Bellay, his near relation,

being retired to Rome in the year 1 547 after the death of

Francis I. our poet followed him thither within two years after-

wards, where he found both the charms of fociety and thofe of

fludy. The cardinal was a man of letters; and the hours they

palled together were real parties of pleafure. His flay in Italy

lafted but three years, as his illuftrious kinfman wanted him
in France, where he gave him the management of his affairs. His
zeal, his fidelity, his attachment to his interefts were but badly

repaid : fome feCret enemies prejudiced him with his patron.

His moft innocent adtions were turned to his reproach ; finifter

meanings were given to his verfes ; in fhort, he was accufed of

irreligion. Thefe fpiteful artifices brought on him again his old

complaints. Euftache du Bellay, bifhop of Paris, moved at his

misfortunes, and fenfible of his merit, procured him in 1555 a

canonry of his church ; which however he enjoyed not long : a

flroke of apoplexy carried him off in the night of the ift of Ja-
nuary 1560, at the age of 37. Several epitaphs were made on
him, in which he is ityled Pater elegantiarum, Pater omnium
leporum. His french poems, printed at Paris in 1561, zfto, and

1597, i2mo. eflablifhed his reputation. They are ingenious

and natural. It would have been as well if the author had paid

more regard to decorum and the proprieties of his ftation ; and

if lie had imitated the antients in their good and fenfible parti-

culars, and not in the liberties they fometimes chofe to take.

His latin poems publifhed at Paris 1 569, in two parts, 410. though
far inferior to his french verfes, are not deftitute of merit. This
neat couplet on a dog is by him :

Latratu fures excepi, mutus amantes;

Sic placui domino, fie placui doming;.

BELLE (Etifnne de la), an artift in drawing and engraving,

was born at Florence in 16 jo. The prints of Callot, which he

made his model, foon evinced his talent. His graving is lefs

line, his drawing lefs accurate ; but his point is light and deli-

cate. He died at Florence in 1664, in poffeffion of many
honours conferred on him by the grand duke.

BELLE (Alexis Simon), a parifian painter, died in 1734*
aged
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aged 60, was a pupil of Francois de Troy. In his portraits he
combined the truths of nature with the refinements of art. His
happy intelligence in the art commonly prompted him to make
the dull and vigorous ftyJe of ltulis and accefibries concur with

the brilliancy of the colouring : an 3rtifice that rarely failed of

throwing lingular and ftriking effects into the picture. The
portrait of the king, thofe of the lords of the court, and of va-

rious fovereigns whom Belle was employed to paint, fufficiently

atteft the fuperiority he had acquired in that particular.

BELLEAU (Remi), born in 1528, at Nogent le Rotrou.

He lived in the family of Renatus of Lorraine, marquis of El-

beuf, general of the french galiies, and attended him in his ex-

pedition to Italy in 1557. This prince highly efteemed Belleau.

for his courage ; and having alio a high opinion of his genius

and abilities, entrufted him with the education of his fon Charles

of Lorraine. Belleau was one of the feven poets of his time,

who were denominated the French Pleiades. He wrote feveral

pieces, and translated the odes of Anacreon into the french lan-

guage ; but in this he is thought not to have preferved all the

natural beauties of the original. His paftoral pieces are in

greateft efleem. He fucceeded fo in this way of writing, that

Ronfard ftyled him the painter of nature [r]. He wrote alfo

an excellent poem on the nature and difference of precious

ftones, which by fome has been reputed his beft performance ;

and hence it was faid of him, that he had erected for himfelf a

monument of precious ftones. Belleau died at Paris 1577.
BELLEFORET (FrancIs de), born 1530, at Sarzan, near

Samatan, a little village of Comminges in Guienne. He was
but feven years of age when he loft his father ; and his mother
was left in poor circumftances,, but fhe contributed all in her

power to his education. He was fupported fome years, by the

queen of Navarre, filter to Francis 1. Some time after he went
to ftudy at Bourdeaux ; thence removed to Touloufe, where,
inftead of applying to the ftudy of the law as he intended, he
amufed himfelf with poetry. He went next to Paris, where he
got acquainted with feveral men of learning, and was honoured
with the friendihip of many perfons of quality [s]. He wrote
a great number of works in the french language, the moft con-
fiderable of which are, his Hiitory of the nine Charles's of
France ; Annotations on the books of St. Auguftin •, his Uni-
verfal Hiftory of the World ; the Chronicles of Nicholas Gillet,

augmented ; A Univerfal Cofmography ; hut the moft capital

of all is, his Annals, or General Hiitory of France. He died at

Paris 1583.

Tk] Recherches, lib. vii. cap. 7. [s] Da Verdier, Bibl. Franc, p. 366, &c.

BELLE-
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EELLEGARDE (Jean Baptiste Morvan de), born in

1648 at Pthyriac in the diocefe of Nantes, became a jefuit,

and continued of that fociety for i 6 or 17 years. It is pretended
that his attachment to cartefianifm, at a time when it was no
longer in fafhion, obliged him to quit it. Thenceforward he was
inceffanlly bringing forth volumes after volumes. He employed
the produce from his works in his maintenance and in alms.

He died in the community of the priefts of St. Francis de Sales,

the 26th of April 1734, at the age of 86. There are of him,
french translations of feveral works of the fathers, of St. John
Chryfoftome, of St. Bafil, of St. Gregory Nazianzen, of St. Am-
brofe, &c of the works of Thomas a Kempis ; of the Apparatus
Eiblicus, in 8vo. For the moft part they are very unfaithful.

His verfions of the claffics, of Ovid's epiilles, and others, are

not in greater efiimation. There is alfo by him a verfion of

the virtuous las Cafas, on the destruction of the Indies, 1697,
and feveral moral productions : 1. Reflections on what may
pleafe and difpleafe in the world. 2. Reflections on ridicule.

3. Models of converfations, and other moral writings, forming
together 14 fmall volumes. They bear ftrong marks of the pre-

cipitation in which the author compofed them. The abbe de
Bellegarde had an eafy and fometimes an elegant (tyle j but his

reflections are nothing more than trivial moralities, without
depth or ingenuity.

BELLENDEN (William), more generally known by his

latin name of Gulielmus Belendenus-, a native of Scotland, was
born in the xvith century. We find him mentioned by [t

J
Demp-

fter as humanity profeflbr at Paris in the year 1702. He is re-

ported by the Scots to have poffeffed an eminent degree of favour

with James the Vlth, to whom he was mafter of requeits. By
the munificence of that monarch, Bellenden was enabled to en-
joy at Paris all the conveniences of retirement. While he con-
tinued thus free from other cares, he fuffered not his abilities

to languiih ; but employed his time in the cultivation of ufeful

literature. His firft. work, intituled " Ciceronis princeps," was
printed at Paris in 1608. To this firlt edition was prefixed
*>* Tractatus de proceiTu & fcriptoribus rei politicx." Ciceronis

Conful was the next publication of Bellenden. It appeared alfo

at Paris in 1612. Both thefe books were inferibed to Henry
prince of Wales. In the year 16 6 was publiihed a fecond
edition, to which was sdded Liber de ftatu prifci orbis, with a

dedication to prince Charles, the furviving brother of Henry.
While Bellenden was occupied in the compofition of thefe three

[t] Prjefationis ad ties Gul. Belendeni Saxii Onom. Vitse Scot. Scriptorum,

librob de Uatu ed.l'ecunda. Lo^d. 1788. p. 481.

2 treatifes,
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1

treatifes, he was fo much attracted by the admiration of Cicera,

that he projected a larger work " De Tribus Luminibus Ro-
manorum." What he had already written concerning Cicero
he difpofed in a new order. Death however interrupted his

purfuit. The accomplishment of his defign was thus prevented

before he Could collec\ and arrange the materials which related

to Seneca and Pliny. The treatifes of Bellenden which remain,

have been efteemed as highly valuable and worthy the attention

of the learned. They were extremely fcarce, but had been much
admired by all who could gain accefs to them. At length they

were refcued from their obfcure confinement in the cabinets of

the curious. The new edition appeared at London in 1787, in

k form of typography and an accuracy of printing which fo ex-

cellent an author may juffcly be faid to merit. It was accompa-
nied with, art eloquent preface, and repubiifhed in 1788. The
learned and ingenious editor to whom literature is indebted for

the reftoration of fuch a treafure, has charged Middleton with
having meanly withheld his acknowledgements, after having em-
bellifhed the life of Cicero by extracting many ufeful and valu-

able materials from the works of Bellenden.

BELLENGER (Francis), doctor of the Sorbonrte, was
horn in the diocefe of Lifieux, and died at Paris the 12th of
April 1749, aged 61. He was mailer of the greek and latin,

dnd of feveral of the living languages. He publifhcd, 1. A
french tranflation of Dionyfius Halicarnenfis, 1723, 2 vol. 4to«

2. A tranflation of the continuation of Plutarch's Lives by Rowe.
3. A critical efTay on the works of Rollin, on the translators of

Herodotus, and of the dictionary of la Martiniere, in 8vo. with.

•a continuation. This work, though heavily written, is efteemed.

The refuk of the firft part is, that Rollin had but a flight

knowledge of greek, and that he often appropriated the fenti-

jnents4 and obfervations of french authors, without citing them.
The two other parts are neither lefs juft nor lefs learned. He
left in MS. a french verfion of Herodotus, with notes replete

with erudition. His tranflations are faithful ; but he had nei-

ther the eafe nof the elegance of ftyle of that fame Rollin, whom
he furpaffed in the knowledge of greek.

BELLET (Charles), member of the academy of Montau-
ban, and beneficier of the cathedral there, was boni at Querci,

and died at Paris in 177 1. Several prizes gained at Marfeilles,

at Bourdeaux, at Pau, at Rouen, his literary and ccclefiaftical

learning, and the purity of his manner*, caufed him to be re-

fpected at Montauban. By him are, I. L' Adoration chre-

tienne, dans la devotion du rofaire, 1754, l2mo. 2. Sev.rel

pieces of eloquence. 3. Les droits de la religion fur le ccear de
J'hommc, 1 764, 2 vol.' 1 2mo.

Vol. II. R BELLIN
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EELLIN (Gentil), born at Venice 1421. He was employee!

by that republic, arid to 'Kim arid his brother the Venetians are

indebted for the noble works to be feefi in the council-hall. "We
arc told that Mahomet II. emperor of the Turks, having feen

fume of his performances, was fo {truck with them, that he
wrote to the republic, entreating them to fend him. The painter

accordingly went to Conftantinople, where he did many excellent

pieces. Amongft the reft he painted the decollation of St. John
the BaptilU whom the Turks revere as a great, prophet. Ma-
homet admired the proportion and fhadowing of the work, but

he remarked one defect in regard to the fkin of the neck, from
which the head was feparated ; and in order to prove the truth

of tliis cbfervation, he fent for a (lave, and ordered his head to

be ftruck off [ u]. This light fo (hocked the painter, that he could

not be eafy tiil he had obtained his difmiffion, which the gravid

fignior grained, and made him a prefent of a gold chain. The
republic fettled a pennon upon him at his return, and made nim
a knight of St. Mark. He died, 1 501, in the 80th year of his age.

BELLIN (John), a painter of Venice. In company with his

brother Gentil Bellin he executed tliofc magnificent pictures

that are in the council chamber at Venice. John was one of

the firft who painted in oil. He publifhed this fecret, after

having flole it from Antoine de Meffme, to whom he had in-

troduced himfelf in the difguife of a noble Venetian. He died

in J 512, at the age of 90.

BELLIN (Nicholas), geographical engineer of the marine,

member of the royal focicty of London, born at Paris in 170?,
died the 21ft of March 1772. He had a lingular knowledge in

his art, which he employed with great induftry. He publifhed,

under the title of Hydrographie Francoife, a fe-ries of marine
charts, to the number of Fourfcore. 2. Effais geograpbiques fur

les ifles Britanniques, in zito. 3. Effais fur le Guyarie, .ito.

4. Le petit Atlas Maritime, 4 vol. 4to. He was a very labo-

rious author.

BELLINI (Laurence), an eminent phyfician, born at Flo-

rence, 1643. After having Kinifhed his ftudies in polite litera-

ture, he went to Pifa, where he was afhfted by the generofity-

of the grand duke Ferdinand [I. and (tudied under two of the

molt learned men of that age, Oliva and Borelii. ' Oliva in-

ftructcd him in natural phiiofophy, and Borelii taught him ma-
thematics. At 20 years of age, he was chofen profeffor of phi-

iofophy at Pifa, but did not continue long in this office ; for he
had acquired fuch a reputation for his (kill in anatomy, that

the grand duke procured, him a profeffoffhip in that fcience.

[uj Didionnaire Portal! f da beaux arts.

This



BELLOI. 243

This prince was often prefent at his le&ures, and was highly

Satisfied with his abilities and performances. Bellini, after

having held his profelTorflnp almoft 30 years, accepted of an in-

vitation to Florence, when he was about 50 years of age [x].

Here he practifed phyfic with great fuccefs ; and was advanced

to be firft phyfician to the grand duke Cofmo III. He died

January 8, 1703, being 60 years of age. His works were read

and explained publicly during his life, by the famous fcottifh

phyfician, Dr. Pitcairn, profeflbr of phyfic in Leyden [y].

BELLOCCVJPeter), born at Paris, valet de chambre to

Louis XIV. was entertaining to the court by his genius, his

Tallies of wit, and his phyflognomy. He was the friend of

Moliere'and of Racine. He wrote againft the fatire on women
by Defpreaux ; but was afterwards reconciled with him. His

fatires on petit-maitres and novellifts, written with great fpirit,

were attended with proportionable fuccefs; as alfo was his

poem on the Hotel des Invalides. He died the 4th of October

1704, aged 59.

BELLOI (Peter), avocat-general in the parliament of Tou-
loufe, was born at Montauban of a roman catholic family. His
attachment to the royalifts during the time of the Ligue, brought

upon him the charge of heretic and incendiary. Henry III.

whofe caufe he aflerted in his Apologie Catholique contre les

libelles publics par les Ligues, had him put in prifon in the

year 1587. Henry IV. more equitable to his merits, took him
from the prefidial, where he was no more than counfellor,

to give him the poll of avocat-general of the parliament. He
left behind him feveral works, but little known at prefent.

BELLOI (Peter Lawrence Buyiiette du), of the Aca-
demic Francoife, was born at St. Flour in Auvergne in 1727.

lie was educated at Paris under one of his uncles, a diftinguifhed,

avocat au parlement. After having finifhed his ftudies with ap-

plaufe at the college-Mazarin, he took to the bar •, or rather,

in entering on this profefhon, he followed his uncle's inclinations

in oppofition to his own. Captivated by an ardent paflion for

literature, and defpairing of ever being able to move his bene-

factor, a man fevere and abfolute in all his determinations, he
expatriated htmfelf and went to RuiTia, there to exercife the

profeflion of a comedian, that he might be difptnfed from exer-

[x] Niceron, Memoires pour fervir a. epiftola ad Ser. Ferdinandum. II, & pro-

I'hilV. des hommes illult. torn. v. poiitio mechanica. Pila, 1670, in inino,

[y] He wrote the following works : r. 4. De urinis & puKibus, de miffione fan-

Etcicitatio Anatomica de fbudura & ufu guinis, de febribus, de morbis capitis &
renum. Amft. 1665, in T2mo. 2. Guftus pectoris. Bologna, 16S3, in 4to. J'ranc-

Qrganum noviffime deprehcnfum
; prae- fort & Leipfic, 1685, in 4to. 5. Opuf-.

jnii'.ii ad faciliorem intelligentiam, quibuf- cula aliquot de tirini?, de rnotu cordis, de

rfaai de faporibus. Bologna, 1665, in motu bills, de miffione l.inguinis. L. Bat.

i:mo. 3. Gratiarum actio, ad Ser. He- 1696* 4to. This is dedicated to Dr. Tit-

trmrise duceci, Quxda-m Auatomica in cairn.

R 2 Cifing
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tiling that of a lawyer at Paris. Being returned to that capita!

in 1758, he brought upon the da-ge his tragedy of Titus, imi-

tated from the Clemenza di Tito of Metaftafio. This copy of

•a piece barely tolerable, is only a very faint fketch of the ner-

vous drokes of Corneille, whofe ftyle the author drove to re-

femble. Du Belloi afterwards gave Zelmire, -wherein he accib-

mulated the mod forced fituations and the mod affecting drokes

of the dramatic art. It was attended with fuccefs, though no-

thing better than an abfurd romance, and badly written, which,

owed the applaufe of the fpectators to the illufion of the re-

prefentation. The fiege of Calais, a tragedy he brought out in

1765, was a mining epocha of his life. This piece, which

prefents one of the mod Unking evefits in thehidory of France,

procured the author the recompenfe it deferved. The king fent

him a gold medal, weighing 25 louis d'ors, and a confiderable

gratification be fides. '1 he magidrates of Calais prefented hira

with the freedom of their city in a gold box ; and his portrait

was placed in the h6tel-de-ville among thofe of their, bene-

factors. Thefe tedimonies of gratitude were due to a poet who
fct his brethren the example of chcofing their fubjecls from the

national hidory ; and he would have been the more deferving

of them if he had taken better care of his verification, too fre-

quently incorrect, harfli, and bombadio In dyle, a particular

fo effential, du Belloi was abfolutely deficient ; but this defect

fhould not prevent the critic from doing judice to the grand

drokes, to the generous and noble fentiments, to the pathetic

fituations which made the fortune of the Siege de Calais. Vol-

taire, who wrote the mod flattering letters to the author, ough.t

not to have retracled his encomiums after his death ; and if this

tragedy was too much extolled at fird, it was too much degraded

afterwards. Gadon and BaYard, in the plan of which are feveral

faults againd probability, did not excite fo lively emotions as

the mayor of Calais. However, the public admired the honelt

and deady charact.cr, and the fublime virtues of the chevalier

fans peur & fans reproche. His two pieces, Peter the cruel

and Gabrielle de Vergi, the former dead as foon as born, and

the latter applauded without reafon, becaufe it is an unnatural

piece, are dill inferior to Bayard. The author was well enough

acquainted with .the proper fituations for producing a grandeffecl j

but he wanted the art to prepare them, and to bring them on in

a natural manner. He fubftituled extraordinary theatrical efforts

for the Ample and true pathetic, and the little tricks of oratory

for the eloquence of the heart ; and by this means he contri-

buted not a littie to degrade and debafe the french drama. The
fall of Peter the cruel was a fatal droke to his extreme fenfi-

i>ility, and hadened the term of his life. He was attacked by

% lingering didemper, which laded for feveral months, and ex-

haufted
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Tsaufted his very moderate share of bodily flrength. A beneficent

monarch (Louis XVI.) before whom the Siege de Calais was
performed the firlt time, being informed of the lamentable con-

dition of the author, -fent him a prefent of 50I0UIS d'ors. The
players, from motives of a laudable genevofity, gave a reprefen-

tation of the fame tragedy for the benefit of the dying poet,

lie expired fhortly after, on the 5th of March 1775, juftly re-

gretted by his friends, who experienced in him great goodnefs

of difpofition and warmth of friendship. M. Gaillard, of the

Academie Francoife, published his works in 1779, in 6 vols.

8vo. In this edition are contained his theatrical pieces, three

of which are followed by hiltorical memoirs fuil of erudition,

with interefting obfervations by the editor; divers fugitive

pieces in hard and vulgar poetry, for the moft part produced in

RuiTia, and which had better have been left there ; and the life

of the author by M. Gaillard. This piece is at the head of the

collection, to which it is no difparagement.

BELLORI (John Peter), born at Rome, and died in 1696,
at the age of 80, directed his ftudies. to antiquities and painting.

His principal works are, 1. Explication des Medaillons les plus

rares clu cabinet du cardinal Campegne, to whom Bellori was
attached; published at Rene 1607, 4to. in italian. 2. Les
vies des peintres, archite£tes & fculpteurs modernes, at Rome,
1672, 4-to, in italian. This work, which the author never

finished, is efteemed, though it is not always exact, and it is

now become fcarce. 3. Defcription de£ Tableaux peints par

Raphael an Vatican; Rome, 1695, folio, in italian; a very cu-

rious book, and much fought after by painters. 4. L'Antiche
Lucerne fepolcrali, with plates, in italian, 1694, folio. 5. Gil

Antichi Sepoicri ; 1699, folio, or Leyden, 1728, folio. Ducker
tranflated theie two works into latin, Leyden, 1702, fob 6. Ve-
teres Arcus Auguftorum ; Leyden, 1690, folio. 7. Admiranda
Roma? antiques veiligia; Rome, 1693, folio. 8. Second edition

of the ITiftoria Augufta of Angeloni ; Rome, 1685, fol. tranf-

lated into latin ; Rome, 1738, folio. 9. Fragmenta veltig. ve-

teris Romre, 1673, in folio. 10. La Colonna Antoniana ; in

folio. 11. Pitture del Sepolcro di Nafoni ; 1680, in folio. 12.

Imagines veterum philofophorum ; Rome, 1685, in folio. All

thele works are in great requell among the antiquaries. Queen
ChriRina made him keeper of her library and cabinet.

EELON (Peter), M. D. of the faculty of Paris, was born
about 15 18 in the Maine. He travelled into Judea, Greece and
Arabia; and publilhed in 1555, in 4to. a relation of whatever
he had remarked moft worthy of notice in thofe countries. He
compofed feveral other works, now rare, which were much
efteemed at the time, for their exactitude and the erudition with

which they abound. The chief of them are, 1. De Arboribus

R 3 conifeiis j
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Coniferis ; Vans, 1553, 4to. with plates. 2. Hifi.ory of Ei.

1555, folio. 3. Portraits d'Oifeaux j . 1557, 4to. 4. Hiftory

ofFifhi 1551? 4to. with plates. 5. Of the nature, and diver-'

fity of Fifh ; 1555, 8vo. The fame in latin. He was preparing

other works for the prefs, when he was afuuTinated from private

refentmcnt near Paris, in 1564. Henry II, and Charles IX.

vouchfafed him their eiteem, and the cardinal de Tournon his

friendfhip.

1TLOT (John), de Blois, advocate to. the privy council of

Louis XIV. comgofed an Apologie de la Langue Latine*, Paris,

1637, in 8vo. in which he attempts to prove that the french

tongue ought net to be made ufe of in learned works. One of

his reafons is, that by communicating to the people at large the

fecret of certain fciences, great evils have been produced. This
performance, of 80 pages, is dedicated to Pvf. Scgnier, chan-

cellor of France. Menage, in his Requeie des Didtionnaires,

fays, that the charity of Belot towards the latin was the more
commendable, as he had not the honour of being acquainted

with it •, and that he was lik^e thofe knights who fought for un-

known damfels.

BELSUNCE (M. de), bifhop of Marfeilles. This illuftrioua

prelate was of a noble family in Guieune, had been of the order

of jefuits, and was made bifhop of Marfeilles in T709. The.

aTiftance he gave his flock during the plague of 1720, that de-

iblated the city of Marfeilles, is well known. As fome french

writer fays of him, " II courtit de rue en rue pour porter

les fecours temporels & fpirituelles a fes cuailles. He was feen

everywhere during that terrible calamity, as the magiftrate, the,

phyfician, the almoner, the Spiritual director of his flock. In the

town-houfe of Marfeilles there is a picture reprefenting him
giving his benediction to fome poor wretches who are dying at

his feet. He is diitinguifhed from the reft of his attendants

by a golden crpfs on his bread. Louis the XVth, in 1723, in

consideration of his exemplary behaviour during the plague,

made him an offer of the bifiiopric of Laon, in Picardy, a fee.

of greater value and of higher rank than his own. Of this

however he would not accept, faying, that he refufed this very

honourable tranflation " pour ne pas ahandonner une eglife que
la facrifice de fa vie & de fes biens lui avoit rendu chere."

The pope honoured him with the pallium (a mark of diftindtion

in drefs worn only by archbilhops), and Louis XV. infifted upon
his acceptance of a patent, by which, even in the firft inilance,

any law-fuit he might be fo unfortunate as to have, either for

temporal or fpiritual matters, was permitted to'be brought be-

fore the grande chambre du parlement de Paris. He died in

j 755, clofmg a life of the molt active benevolence with the ut-

inoft devotion and re fig nation. He founded at Marfeilles a col-

lcge*
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lege, which Mill bears his name. He wrote L'hiftoire des

Eveques de Marseille; Des Inftructions Paftorales-, and in 1707,
when he was very young, he published La vie de Mademoiielle

de Foix Candale, a relation of his, who had been eminent for

her piety. A particular account of the exertions of this bene-

volent prelate during the terrible calamity that afflicted Mar-
feilles is to be found in the Relation de la Pefte de Marfeilles, par

J. Bertrand, 121110. and in Oratio funebris iliuft. domini de Bei-

funce Maffilienfium epifcopi, with the tranflation by the abbe

Lanfant, 1756, 8vo.

The Relation de la Pefte de Marfeilles, by M. Bertrand, is

a very well written and a very authentic account of it. He
was a phyhcian, and ftaid in the town during the whole time of

its ravages.

The following letter from this excellent bifhop to the bifhop

of Soiffons fpeaks fo much in his favour, that we ihall make
no apology for inferring it.

Sept. 20, 1720, N. S.

w I wifh, my lord, I were as eloquent as you are full of zeal

and charity, to teftify my grateful acknowledgement of your

liberality, and the charities you have procured us ; but in our

prefent conilernation, we are not in a condition to exprefs any

pthcr fcntiment than that of grief. Your alms came at a very

fi?afona] le time, for I was reduced almoft to the laft penny. I

am labouring to get money for two bills for 1000 livres, which

the bifhop of Frejus was pleafed to fend us, and fix more of

Mr. Fontanteu, though juft upon the decay of the bills of 1000

livre:, they are not very current, yet I hope I fhall fucceed.

You, my lord, have prevented thefe difficulties, and we are

doubly obliged to you for it. Might I prefume to beg the favour

of you to thank, in my name, cardinal de Rohan, M. and

ame Dangeau, and the curate of St. Sulpice, for their cha-

rities.

" It is but juft that I give you fome account of a defolate town
you was pleafed to fuccour. Never was defolation greater, nor ever

was any like this. There have been many cruel plagues, but none

was ever more cruel : to be fick and dead was almoft the fame

thing. As foon as the diftemper gets into'a houfe, it never leaves

it till it has fwept all die inhabitants one after another. The fright

and confternation are fo extremely great, that the fick are aban-

doned by their own relations, and call out of their houfes into ike

•ftreets, upon quilts or ftraw beds, amongft the dead bodies, which
lie there for want of people to inter them. "What a melancholy

fpechcle have we here on all fides ! We go into the ftreets full

of dead bodies half rotten, through which we pafs to come to

a dying body, to excite him to an act of contrition, and

R 4 - him
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him abfolution. For above 14 days together, the bleffed Sacra-
ment was carried every where to all the fick, and the extreme
unction was given them with a zeal of which we have few ex*

amples. But the churches being infected with the flench of

the dead bodies flung at the doors, we were obliged to leave

off, and be content with confeffing the poor people. At prefent

I have no more confeilbrs ; the pretended corruptors of the mo-
rality of Jefus Chrifl (the jefuits), without any obligation, have
facfificed themfelves, and given their lives for their brethren ;

whilft the gentlemen of the fevere morality (the janfenifts) are

all flown, and have fecured themfelves, notwithftanding the

obligations their benefices impofed on them ; and nothing can
recal them, nor ferret them out of their houfes.- The two
communities of the jefuits are quite difabled, to the referve of

one old man of 74 years, who (till goes about night and day,

and vifits the hofpitals. One more is juft come from Lyons,
purpofely to hear the confeffions of the infected, whofe zeal

does not favour much of the pretended laxity. I have had
twenty-four capuchins dead, and fourteen fick, but I am in ex-

pectation of more. Seven recollecs, as many cordeliers, five or

fix carms, and feveral minims, are dead, and all the beft of the

clergy, both fecular and regular ; which grievoufly afflicts me.
" I (land in need of prayers, to enable me to fupport all the

croffes chat almoft opprefs me. At laft the plague got intq

my palace, and within feven days I loft my fteward, who ac-

companied me in the fireets, two fervants, two chairmenj and
my confeffor : my fecretary and another lie fick, fo that they

have obliged me to quit my palace, and retire to the firit

prefident, who was fo kind as to lend me his houfe. We
are deft itute of all fuccour ; we have no meat ; and whatfoeve*
I could do, going all about the town, I could not meet with
any that would undertake to diflribute broth to the poor that

were in want. The doctors of Montpelier, who came hither

three or four days ago, are frightened at the horrid ftench of
the fireets, and refufe to vifit the fick till the dead bodies are

removed, and the fireets cleanfed. They had been much more
furprifed had they come a fortnight fooner ; then nothing but
frightful dead bodies were feen on all fides, and there was no
flirring without vinegar at our nofes, though that could not
hinder our perceiving the filthy ftench of them. I had 200 dead
bodies that lay rotting under my windows for the fpace of eight
days, and but for the authority of the firft prefident they had
remained there much longer. At prefent things are much
changed •, I made my round about the town, and found
but few -, but a prodigious number of quilts and blankets,

and of all forts of the richeft clothes, which people would touch

'no more, and are going to burn.
" Tljcrq
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* { There are actually in the ftreets to the value of above

200,000 livres. The diforder and confufion have hitherto been

extremely great; but all our hopes are in the great care of the

chevalier de Langeron, governor of the town. Fie has already

caufed fome (hops to be opened. The change of the governor^

and of the feafon, by the grace of God, will be advantageous.

Had we not affected to deceive the public, by affuring that the

evil which reigned was not the plague ; and had we buried the

dead bodies which lay a whole fortnight in the ftreets, I believe

the mortality had ceafed, and we mould have nothing to do but

provide againlt the extreme mifery which neceflarily mull be

the fequel of this calamity.

" You cannot imagine the horror which we have feen, nor.

can any believe it that has not feen it ; my little courage has

often almoft failed me. May it pleafe Almighty God to let us foon,

fee an end of it. There is a great diminution of the mortality '

x

and thofe who hold that the moon contributes to all this, are of

opinion, that we owe this diminution to the decline to the moon,
and that we mail have reafon to fear when it comes of the full.

For my part, I am convinced, we owe all to the mercies of God,
from whom alone we muft hope for relief in the deplorable con-

dition we have been in fo long a while.

" I am, &c.
« HENRY, bifhop of Marfeilles."

When the plague had ceafed, M. de Lauzun afked an abbey

in commendam for the humane and benevolent prelate who had
attended his flock with fuch afiiduity during the time of that

dreadful vifitation. The regent, to whom the requeft was
made, had forgotten M. de Lauzun's requeft., and appeared

much embarrafled at having neglected to prefer a man of fuch

tranfeendant virtue as M. de Belfunze was. When M. de Lau-
zun iterated his requeft to him, Lanyon, looking archly at him,
faid merely, " Monfeigneur, il fera mieux un autre fois." The
regent, however, foon afterwards gave him a benefice to hold

with the bifhopric of Marfeilles, which he could never be pre-

vailed upon to quit for a more lucrative one. Father Vanier, no
lefs than our Mr. Pope, has, in his poem of the " Prsedium Rufti-

cum," paid that tribute to his memory, to which he is entitled,

as the friend and benefactor of mankind.

BEMBO (Peter), a Venetian of an ancient and noble family,

born 1470. His father Bernard was governor of Ravenna, and
employed in many important negotiations. When he went am-
baflador to Florence, he took his fon with him ; and here Peter

acquired that delicacy and purity of ftyle in the tufcan lan-

guage, for which he is fo much admired in his works. He ap-

plied himfelf likewife to the greek language, which he (tudied

at
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at Sicily under Auguftine Lafcaris ; and when his father w*en*i

to Ferrara, he accompanied him thither, where he went through a

courfe of philofophy under Nicholas Leoniceno. His works were
much admired in Italy, but, notwithstanding the elegance of

his ftyle, he has been thought fomctimes to run into affectation

by an improper ufe of latin phrafes [z]. He lived a retired life

till 15 13, when pope Leo X. made choice of him for his fecre-

tary ; but his great application to bufinefs and ftudy brought

ni him a bad (fate ox health,, which obliged him, for a change

of air, to remove to Padua, where he redded in 152 1, when
he received the news of the pope's death. He then retired to

Venice, where he fpent his time very agreeably amongfl books

arid men of letters till 1538, when pope Paul III. created him
a cardinal, and foon after gave him the bifhopric of Bergamo.
He difcharged the duties of his function with great fidelity, till

1547, when he died aged 77, by a hurt which he received on
his iide, by his horfe's running him againit a wall. He was
buried in the choir of the church of Minerva, where there is an
epitaph to his memory, compofed by his fon Torquato Bembo j (

an.4 fome time after his death a very fine marble itatue was
erected for him at Padua, in the famous church of St. Anthony,
by his friend Jerome Quirini. John dc la Cafa has written

thelifc of this cardinal, and has given us an exact lilt of his

kalian and latin works. Amongfl the latter, there are fixteen

books of letters, which he wrote for Leo X. when he was his

fecretary ; fix books of familiar epiitles ; a dialogue containing

the life of Gui Ubaldo de Montefeltro, the duke of Urbino
j

feveral fpeeches ; and ' the hiftory of Venice in twelve books.

He was named by the council of ten, to write this hiftory in

1530 •, he was defired to take it up where Sabellicus had left

it off, and to continue it to his own time ; which interval com-
prehended forty- four years ", but he did not accomplifh it, con-
cluding his work at the death of Julius II. Amongfl his kalian

pieces, the poem he had made en the death of his brother Charles
is reckoned one of the belt. He was efceemed an elegant latin

as well as italian poet ; but he has been cenfured for having

publifhed poems that were too loofe and immodeft [a].

[z] How many absurdities (fays the for faying, that the fenate of Venice wrote
author of the Art of Thinking, p. 366. to the pope, and bade him " put his trull

Air.ft. edit. 16S5.) have fome italian au- in the immortal Gcd=,whole vicegerent he
thors run into, by a fantastical affectation was on earth; uti rUat diis immortal ibus."
ot the Ciceronian Style, or what they call Ep. 57. Centur. 2. Mifceil. p. 177.
pure latin! Who can forbear laughing [a] Pefrus Bembus elegiaco (carmine)
yvhen Bembo fays that

,a pope was elected earn partem corporis humani celebravii,

by the favour and concurrent of the im- fine qua nulla obfecenitas foret. Legatur
mortal Gods, " Deorum immoitalium be- ejus elegia, cujus milium :

s."

Juilus Lipfius had likewifc before this Ante alias omnes, meus hie <juas educat
aiuhor criticifed the latin ftyle of Bembo

; hortus,

and amon^ other things he blames him Una puellaies allieit herba mantis.

e^.c4
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BENAVIDIO, or BENAVIDIUS (Marcus Mantua), pro-

fcfTor of jurifprudence at Padua, his native country. He was
ihree times created chevalier, in 1545 by the emperor Charles V.

in 1 561 by Ferdinand I. and in 1564 by Pius IV. He died the

aCth of March 1582, at the age of 93. He wrote, 1. Collectanea

fuper Jus Ccefareum, Venice, 1584, folio. 2. Vitas virorum iK
lultrium, Paris, 1565, 4to. ; and other works, which evince great

erudition.

BENBOW (John), vice admiral of the blue, and one of thq

moil eminent englifh feamen mentioned in our hiftories, was
born about the year 1650. His father dying when he was very

young, left this fon John no other provifion than that of the

profeffion to which he was bred, viz. the lea, a profelTion in

which he fucceeded fo happily, that before he was 30 he be-

came mailer, and, in a good meafure, owner of a fhip called the

Benbow frigate, employed in the mediterranean trade, in which
{hip he was fo fortunate as to defend himfelf with great bravery

againft a Sallee rover, infinitely fuperior in force to him, and to

kill thirteen of their men : alter which putting into Cadiz, his

action came to the ears of Charles II. then king of Spain, who
was fo much pleafed with it, that he would needs fee the en-

glifh captain, who made a journey to court, where he was re-

ceived with great teftimonies of refpeel", and not only difmified

with a handfome prefent, but his catholic majefty was alio

pleafed to write a letter in his behalf to king James, who, upon
the captain's return, gave him a fhip, which was his introduc-

tion to the royal navy. After the revolution he was confiantly

employed either in protecting our trade or bombarding the

trench ports ; in both of whicli fervices he was very fucceisful.

He was early promoted to the flag, and intruited with the car :

of blocking up Dunkirk. In 1695 we find him thus employed
with a few englifh and dutch (hips, when the famous du Bart

had the good luck to efcape hi rn with nine fail of clean fnips,

with which he did a great deal of mifchief both to our trade

and that of the Dutch. In 1697 he convoyed the Virginia

Weft-India fleets, and faw them fafe into port. On the

of June he again went in fearch of du Bart, who was once more
fo lucky as to efcape him. After concluding the peace of Ryf-
wic, king William formed a defign of doing fomething verr

confiderable in the Weft-Indies, in cafe his pacific views mould
be difappointed, or Charles II. of Spain fhouid die fuddenly.

Admiral Benbow was pitched upon by the king to go on this

expedition, which, though it did not fucceed in every refpect,

yet Benbow relieved the colonics, which were in a very diitref-

Quod po'Jma merito vocare peffis ob- tichorum eft. Scaliger. confutat, tabula
fecemirinam elegantiam.aut elegantiliimam Burdonum, p. 313.
aMcceniuteaa. ^nius et (juadragiuu dif-

fed
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fed condition ; and in fome difputes with the fpanifh governor

afferted the glory of the britifh name, in a manner that redound-

ed much to his honour. On his return to Jamaica he received

a fupply of provifions, and foon after, orders to return home,
where he arrived fafe, bringing with him from the plantations

fufhcient teftimony of his having difcharged his duty, which fe-

cured him from all dar:ger of cenfure, though the heufe of com-
mons expreffed very high refentment at fome circumflances that

attended the fending the fleet. But in regard to the admiral

the greateft compliments were made to his courage, capacity, and

integrity by all parties. He was once more difpatched to the

Weil-Indies, on the probability of the king of Spain's death,

where he was no focner arrived than he received advice that

M. du Cade was in the neighbourhood of Hifpaniola with a

fquadron of french ihips, with an intent to fettle the allien to in

favour of the French, and to deftroy the englifli and clutch trade

for negroes. Upon this he detached rear admiral \Vheiirone in

purfuit of him, when having received advice that Du Cafle was
failed for Carthagena, and from thence was to fail for Porto

Bello, he refolved to follow him ; and accordingly failed that

day for the fpanifh coaft of St. Martha ; when having come up
to them near that place the engagement began : the fight lafted

till dark •, and though the firing ceafedj Benbow kept them com-
pany all night, and continued purfuing and fkirmiihing with the

enemy's fleet for four days more, but was never duly feconded

by feveral (hips of his fquadron. On the 23d of Auguft, about

eight at noon, the whole fquadron was up with the vice admiral,

and the enemy not two miles off. There was now a profpect

of doing fomething, and the vice admiral made the belt of his

way after them ; but his whole fquadron, except the Falmouth, fell

aftern again. The next morning the vice admiral came up with

the enemy's flernmoft fhip and fired his broadfide, which was
returned by the french (hip very briikly, and about three the

vice admiral's right leg was broken to pieces by a chain fhot.

In this condition he was carried down to be drefled ; but as foon

as it was practicable, he caufed himfeif to be carried up and

placed in his cradle upon the quarter deck, and continued the

sight till day, when they difcovered the enemy in very bad con-

dition j and had it not been for the cowardice of fome of the

captains in not minding the fignals, they might have taken fe-

veral of their difabled lhips. About 10 o'clock on the 25th the

admiral ordered -the captain to purfue the enemy, then about

three miles to the leeward, his line of battle fignal out all the

while ; and captain Fogg, by the admiral's orders, fent to the

other captains, to order them to keep to the line and behave

like men. Up&jl this Capt. Kirkby came on board the admiral,

and told him " He had better defiit, that the French were very

ftroug,
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ftrong, and that, from what had paffed, he might guefs he could

make nothing of it.'' Admiral Benbow, more furprifed at this

language than at all that had hitherto happened, faid very calm-

ly, that this was but one man's opinion, and therefore made a

fignal for the reft of the captains to come on board, who, when
they came, fell too eafily into Capt. Kirkby's fentiments, and in

conjunction with him figned a paper, importing, in the captain's

own words to the admiral, that there was nothing more to be

done : though at this very time they had the faireft opportunity

imaginable of taking or deftroying the enemy's whole fquadron,

as we had fix (hips in very good condition, and they only four

very much difc.bled. But Benbow feeing himfelf abfolutely with-

out fupport (his own captain having figned the paper above-

mentioned) determined to give over the fight, and to return to

Jamaica. The French, glad of their efcape, continued their

courfe towards the fpanifn coaiis, and the englifh fquadron ar-

rived fate in Port-royal harbour, where, as foon as the vice ad-

miral came on fhore, he ord red the officers who had fo fcan-

daloufly mifbehaved to be brought out of their fnips and confined,

and immediately after directed a commiffion to rear admiral

Whetfcone, to hold a court martial for their trial, which was
accordingly done, and upon the fulleit and cleared evidence

fome of the moft guilty were condemned, and fuffered according

to their deferts. As for admiral Benbow, though he fo far re-

covered from the fever induced by his broken leg, as to be able

to attend the trials of the captains who deferted him, yet he (till

continued in a declining way, occafioned partly by the heat of

the climate, but cniefly from the grief which this rnifcarriage

occafioned. During all the time of his illnefs he behaved with

great calmnefs and prefence of mind, having never flattered

himfelf from the time his leg was cut off with any hopes of re>^

covery ; but fhewed an earned defire to be as ufeful as he could

while he was yet living, giving the neceffary directions for Ra-

tioning the fhips of his fquadron, for protecting the commerce
and incommoding the enemy. He continued thus difcharging

his duty to the laft moment; for dying of a fort of confump-

tion, his fpirits did not fail him till very near his end, and his

fenfes were very found to the day he expired, which was the

4th of Nov. 1702 [b].

BENBOW (John), fon to the vice admiral above mentioned.

He was intended by his father for the fea, and educated accord-

ingly. His misfortunes begun very early, viz. in the fame year

his father died in the Weft Indies ; he was fhipwrecked on the

coaft of Madagascar, where, after many difmal and dangerous ad-

[a] Abridged from the Biograph. Brit.

ventures,
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Ventured, he was reduced to live with, and in manner of the na-

tives, for many years ; and at laft, when he leaft expected it, he

i taken on board by a dutch captain, out of refpecl to the

memory of his father, and brought fafe to England, when his

irelations thought him long fince dead. He was a young gentle-

man naturally of a very brifk and lively temper, but by a long

ferries of untoward events, he altered his difpofition fo as to

appear very ferious or melancholy, and did not much affecT

fpeaking except amongfl a few intimate friends. But the nolle

of his remaining fo long, and in fuch a condition upon the ifland

of Madagascar, induced many tovifit him ; for though naturally

taciturn, he was very communicative on that fubject. But
notwithstanding his freedom in communicating this part of his

hiitory, very few particulars relating to it tan now be recovered.

It is very probable that the world might receive full fatisfaction

ih this as well as in many other refpects if a large work he

compofed on the fubject, intituled A complete Description of

the South part of the ifland of Madagafcar, in reference to the

foil, climate, produce, animals, and inhabitants, with remark?'

en the coafts, harbours, and commerce of that ifland, and the

improvements of which they are capable, could be met with,

'i his was a large and very comprehenfive work, containing a

multitude of very curious circumftances, which occafioned its

being often borrowed by fome or other of his acquaintance, in

whofe cuftody (if it is yet remaining) it is to be found : for

notwithstanding the ftri&elt fearch made immediately after his

deceafe by the family, they have been able to obtain no account

of it *. Even at this time, in cafe it mould be found, we have no
doubt but the publication of it would be highly acceptable to

the world. Our author lived feveral years after his return to

"England, but paflb'd his days in privacy, and died without
ifTue [c].

bENDLOWES (Edward), was born in the year 1613, was
carefully educated in grammar learning, and at fixteen years of

age admitted a fellow-commoner of St. John's college, Cam-
bridge ; from whence he went with a tutor to travel ; and having

gone through feveral countries, he returned home a molt ac-

complifhed gentleman, but a little tinctured with the principles

* In the thirty-ninth volume of the Mr. John Benbbw's book, it being no-
Gentleman's Magazine there is a n.ir- thing elfa than a journal of thefame nature

ration of various circUmfi ihces relative to with thofeth.it are kept by every fea officer,

the life of William Benbow, the younger This journal was accidentally burnt in 1714
Ion of the admiral. II ad not this account 1T1 a tire which happened at Mfr. William
unfortunately efcaped our attention, we Benbow's lodgings' near Aldgate. The
(hould have been able to coriefl: our niif- lof; of it is believed to be well fupplied by
take above concerning the importance of Drury's defcriptioB of Madagafcar^

[cj Biograp^, Brit..

of



BENEDICT. 255

of popery. Being very imprudent in the management of his

worldly concerns, he made a fhift to fouander away an eftate of

ioool. or 70©!. a year on poets, buffoons, muficians, and liat-

terers, and in buying curiofities 3 and having engaged himfelf for

the payment of other men's debts, he was put into prifon at

Oxford, but foon after releafed : he fpent the remaiader of his

life, which was eight years, in that city. He was efteemed iri

his younger days a great patron of the poets, efpecially Quarles,

Davenant, Payne, Fi flier, &c. who either dedicated books to

him, or wrote epigrams or poems on him. Towards the latter

end of his life he was drawn off from his inclination to popery,

and would often take occafion to difpute againit the papifts and

their opinions. This gentleman, reduced by his own indilcre-

tion to great want, died at Oxford the 18th of Dec. 1686, aged

73 years. He was author of forne poetical pieces mentioned
below [d].

BENEDETTO (Le), or Benedict Castihlione, a fa-

mous painter, was born at Genoa in 1616, and died at Mantua
in 1670. He ftudied fucceflively in the fchools -of Pagi, of

Ferrari, and of Vandyck. The difciple was equal to .his mafters.

Rome, Naples, Florence, Parma, and Venice alternately had
pofTeflion of this artift. The duke of A4antua fettled him at his

court by giving him a liberal penfion and keeping him a coach."

Benedetto fucceeded equally well in hiftory-pieces, portraits, and
landfcapes ; but his particular talent and tafle lay in paitoral

1'cenes, markets, and animals. His touch is delicate, his draw-

ing elegant, his colouring -lively. Few painters have better un-

derftood the clear- obfcure. Genoa i§ in pofleflion of his prin-

cipal performances. Benedetto alfo engraved : feveral of his

works in aqua-fortis are flill extant, full of fire and tafte.

BENEDICT (St.), the founder of the order of the bcnediain

monks, born in Italy about 48a. He was fent to Rome v

he was very young, and there received the firft. part of his edu-

cation. At fourteen years of age he was removed from thence

to Sublaco, about forty miles diftant. Here he lived a mod
afcetic life, and fhut himfelf up in a cavern, where nobody

knew any thing of him except St. Romanus, who, we are told,

ufed to defcend to him by a rope, and fupply him with pro-

vifions : but being afterwards difcovered by the monks of a

neighbouring monaftery, they chofe him for their abbot. Their
manners however not agreeing with thofe of Benedict, he re-

turned to his folitude, whither many perfons followed him,

and put themfelves under his direction, ib that in a fhort time

[d] t. Sphinx Theo!ogica, feu mufica and feveral others long fince funk into o'n-

Templi, ubi difcordia concors, Camp, liv-ion, though they in thofe days gained]

1626, Svo. 2. Honorifica armorum eclTa- Mr. Bendlowes the appellation ot the di-

tio, 1643, Svo. 3. Theophila, 1652, fol. vine a..

he
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he built twelve monafteries. About 528, lie retired to Mount Cafe

fino, where idolatry was ftill prevalent; a temple of Apollo being

ere£ted there. He inftrucled the people in the adjacent country*

and having converted them, broke the image of Apollo, and
built two chapels on the mountain. Here he founded alfo a

monaftery, and inftituted the order of his name, which in time

became lb famous and extended over all Europe. It was here

too that he compofed his Regula Monachorum [e], which Gre-
gory the Great {peaks of, as the molt fenfible and beft written

piecs of that kind ever publifhed. Authors are not agreed as

to the place where Benedict died : fome fay at Mount Caffino,

others affirm it to have been at Rome, when he was fent thither

by pope Boniface. Nor is the year afcertained, fome averting it

to have been in 542, or 543, and others in 547. St. Gregory the

Great has written his life in the fecond book of his Dialogues,

where he has given a long detail of his pretended miracles.

BENEDICT, a famous abbot in the viifch eentury, defcended
of a noble family among the Saxons, and flourifhed under Ofwi
and Egfrid, kings of Northumberland. In his 25th year he
abandoned all temporal views, in order to devote himfePf to re-

ligion ; and by his frequent voyages did not a little contribute

to introduce the polite arts into this illand. Architefbure, paint-

ing, mufic, and other arts, received great improvements from
thofe artitts he brought over with him from R.ome and France ;

and what added no fmall commendation to him was, that all his

embellifhments were appropriated to the fervice of the church.

Chanting in choirs was introduced by him in 678. He founded
two very considerable monafteries, lived an exemplary life, and
enjoyed one quality feldom to be met with in a faint, a refined

talte joined to a remarkable aufterity. After his death he was*

canonized •, a cultom flill practiced in the roman church, where
poor faints and rich finners are equally entitled to a place in

the kalendar.

BENEDICTUS (Alexander), an italian anatomical author,

flourifhed about 149$. He cultivated anatomy, and wrote a book
intituled Alexandri Benedicti phyfici, anatomise, five de hiftoria

corporis humani, Bafil, 1527, 8vo. His Epift. Nuncupat. was
printed Venet. 1497, and his Opera Medica Venet. 1535, fob
Bafil, 1539, 4to - and fol. ibid. 1549. His Hiftoria corporis

humani, together with fome of his aphorifms, was printed in

j 527, i2mo. but at what place is not mentioned.
BENEFIELD ^Sebastian), a learned engliih divine, born at

[f] Du Pin fays, that this is the only fermon upon the deceafe of St. Mauru?;' a
genuine work of St. Benedict. There have fermon upon the paffion of St. Placidus
been l'everal editions of thefe rules. Several and Ins- companions ; and a difcourfe De.

other tract; are however afcribed to him, ordias monaifcerii. Bibl des aut. ecclef.
*s particularly, a letter to St. Mauru? ; a

Preftburv
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Preftbury in Gloucefterfhire 1559. He was admitted a fcholar

of Corpus Chrifti college in Oxford 1586, and chofen proba-

tioner-fellow 1590 [fJ. After he had taken his degree of matter

of arts, he entered into orders. In 1608 he became D. D. and,

five years after was appointed Margaret profefTor of divinity in

that univerfity. He discharged this office with great fuccefs for

fourteen years, when he refigned it, and retired to his rectory

of Meyfey Hampton in Gloucefterfliire, to which he had been

inducted feveral years before. He fpent here the remainder of

his life; and was eminent for piety, integrity, and extenfive

learning. He was well fkiiled in all parts of knowledge, and
extremely converfant in the writings of the fathers and fchool-

men. Some perfons have accufed him as a fchifmatic ; but Dr.

Ravis, bifhop of London, approved of him as free from fchifm,

and much abounding in fcience. He was a fedentary man, and
fond of retirement, which rendered him lefs eafy and affable in

converfation : he was particularly attached to the opinions of

Calvin, efpecially that of predeftination ; fo that he has been
ftyled a downright and doctrinal calvinift. He died at Meyfey
Hampton in 16 40. He was the author of feveral learned works
upon theological fubjetts.

BENEZET (Anthony), in early life was put apprentice

to a merchant ; but finding commerce opened temptations to a
worldly fpirit, he left his mailer, and bound himfelf apprentice

to a cooper. Finding this bufmefs too laborious for his confti-

tution, he declined it, and devoted himfelf to fchool-keeping ;

in which ufeful employment he continued during the greater!

part of his life. He was author of " A Caution to Great Britain

and her Colonies, in a fhort reprefentation of the calamitous ftate

of the enflaved negroes in the Britifh dominions, 8vo. '767;"—" Some hiftorical Account of Guinea ; with an enquiry into

the rife and progrefs of the Slave Trade, its nature, and la-

mentable effects, 8vo. 1772;" and fome other tracts on the

fame fubject. He poffefled uncommon activity and induftry in

every think he undertook. He did every thing as if the words
of his Saviour were perpetually founding in his ears, " Wift ye

not that I muft be about my Father's bufmefs ?" He ufed to

fay, " the higheft act of charity in the world was to bear with
the unreafonablenefs of mankind." He generally wore plufh

clothes ; and gave as a reafon for it, that after he had worn
them for two or three years, they made comfortable and decent

garments for the poor. He once informed a young friend, that

his memory began to fail him ;
" but this," faid he, " gives

me one great advantage over you j for you can find entertain-

ment in reading a good book only once—but I enjoy that pleafure

£f] Wood's Athen. Oxon. vol i-

Vol. II. S as
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as often as I read it •, for it is always new to me*" Few men fince

the days of the apoltles ever lived a more difinterefted life •, and

yet upon his death-bed he faid, he wifhed to live a little longer,

that " he might bring down self." The lad time he ever walked

acrofs his room, was to take from his defk fix dollars, which he

gave to a poor widow whom he had long ailifted to maintain.

His funeral was attended by perfons of all religious denomina-

tions, and by many hundred negroes. An officer, who had ferved

in the american army during the late war, in returning from the

funeral, pronounced an eulogium upon him. It confilled only of

the following words :
" I would rather," faid he, " be Anthony

Benezet in that coffin, than George Waihington with all his

fame."

BENI (Paul), profeflbr of eloquence in the univerfity of

Padua [g]. He was a Greek by nation, according to Bayle

;

though other authors affirm, that he was born at Eugubio in

the duchy of Urbino. He was in the fociety of jefuits for fome

time, but quitted them upon their refufing him permiffion to

publiih a commentary on the banquet of Plato. He was a great

critic, and maintained a difpute with the academy della Crufca

of Florence. He publifhed a trcatife againft their Italian dic-

tionary, under the title of Anti-Crufca. He had likewife another

conteft with the fame academy in regard to TaiTo, whofe de-

fence he undertook, and publiihed two pieces on this fubject.

In one of thefe he compares TafTb to Virgil, and Ariofto to

Homer, in fome particulars giving Taflo the preference to

thefe two ancients : in the other he anfwers the critical cen-

fures which had been made again it this author. He publiihed

alfo fome difcourfes upon the Pallor Ficlo of Guarini. Thefe

pieces which we have mentioned, were in italian ; but he has

left a greater number of works in latin [h]. He died the 12th

of February 1625.

BENJAMIN of Tudela, was born at Tudela in Navarre,

and died in 1 1 73. He vilited all the fynagogues in the world,

in order to fee the cuftoms and ceremonies of each. He gave

a very curious relation of his travels, printed at Constantinople

in 1543, 8vo. Renaudot thinks this edition the lead faulty, and

pretends that the relations of this rabbi are true ; alluring us •

that the cenfures paired upon him fhould properly fall alone on

the incorrect verfions of Arias Montanus, at Antwerp, 1575,
and of Conftantine l'Empereur, Leyden, 1633, in 2410. John

£c] Hiftoire des ouvrages des Savans, tium. 4. Platonis Poetica ex ' dialogis col-

Dec. 1690, p. 166. lecta. 5. Difpenfatiode Baronii annalibus.

f«] Moreri mentions the following: 6. Pifputatio dc hittoria. 7. Difputatiod*

1. Commentarii in 6 lib. priores Virgilii. auxiliis. 8. Oivtiones 75. 9. Decades

2. Commentarii in Ariftotelis poeiicam et tres in Plaionis Timaum.
lib. Rhetor. 3. Commentarii in Salluf-

Philip
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Philip Baratier published in 1734 a french tranflation of the

Travels of Benjamin, in 2 vols. hvo.

BENIVIENI (J 1 rome), gentleman and poet of Florence, died

in 1542, aged 89, was one of the firft who quitted that low and
trivial tafte that had taken pofleflion of the kalian poetry in the

xvth century, and which characlerifes, among others, the Mor-
gante of Lewis Puici and the Ciriffo Calvaneo of Luke Pulci his

brother, to approach nearer to the llyle of Dante and Petrarch.

The greater part of his poems turn upon divine love. His
Canzone dell' Amor celcfte e divino is in great efleem, as con-

taining the moll fublime ideas of the philofophy of Plato, on
love. This work was printed at Florence in /519, in 8vo. with

other poetical pieces of the fame author. There had already

been an edition of his works, at Florence, in folio, 1500, which
is extremely fearce. Another performance of his is intituled,

Commento di Hieronimo Benivieni, cktadino Fiorentino, lopra

a piu fue Canzone e Sounetti dello amore e della belieza divina,

&c. printed at Florence in 1500, in folio: an edition much
prized by the curious. Benivieni, not lefs eftimable for the

purity of his manners than for the extent of his talents, was in-

timately connected with the celebrated John Pico de Mirandola,

and made it his requeft to be interred in the fame grave with
him.

BENNET (Henry), earl of Arlington, was defcended of an
ancient family feated at Arlington in Middlefex, and fecond fon

of fir John Bennet, knight, by Dorothy, daughter of fir John
Crofts, of Saxam in Norfolk, knight [1]. He was born 1618,

and after being inftructed in grammar learning in his father's

houfe, was fent to Chriit Church in Oxford, where he took the

degree of mafter of arts, and diftinguiihed himfelf by his turn

for englifh poetry. Upon the king's coming to Oxford, after

the breaking out of the civil war, he entered himfelf a volun-

teer ; and was afterwards made choice of by George lord Digby,

fecretary of ftate, to be his under fecretary, He was prefent in

the rencounter at Andover, in which he received feveral wounds.
When he could no longer remain in England with fafety, he
went to France, and from thence to Italy. On his return to

France, in 164Q, he became fecretary to the duke of York. In

1658, Charles II. who placed great confidence in him, knighted

him at Bruges, and fent hirh in quality of his mimiter to the

court of Madrid. After the king's reftoration, he recalled him
from Madrid, and appointed him privy purfe. October 2, 1662,

he was nominated fecretary of ftate, in the room of fir Edward
Nicholas. September 28, 1663, the univerfity of Oxford con-

ferred upon him the degree of doctor of laws. March following

£1] Wood's Faft. Oxon. vol. ii. eel. 156.

S 2 he



26o BENNET.
he was created baron of Arlington in Middlefex. At this time

he had, as fecretary, almoft the fole management of foreign af-

fairs [k], and his capacity was equal to his polls [l]. He had a

great hand in the firft dutch war, but he likewife appears to

have had no fmall flrare in the negotiations for peace. A new
fet of minifters having, under pretence of their influence over

the parliament, raifed themfelves to power, lord Arlington de-

clined in his credit with the king ; but as he had been long in

bufmefs, loved a court, and was deiirous of power, he continued

to act as fecretary of itate under the new adminiftration, and

became one of the cabinet council diftinguiihed by the name
of the Cabal [m]. A defign was fet on foot to change the con-

ilitution into an abfohite monarchy, but no writer charges him
with having a fhare in it ; nor did he act farther than his office

as fecretary of itate obliged him to aft, in the breach which the

other violent members of the cabal pufhed the king to make
with Holland [n].

April 22, 1672, he was raifed to the dignity of earl of Arling-

ton in Middlesex, and vifcount Thetford in Norfolk •, and on

the 15th of June following was made a knight of the garter.

Soon after he was fent to Utrecht with the duke of Buckingham

and the earl of Halifax, to treat of a peace between the allies

and the itates-general ; but this negotiation had no effect [o].

The houfe of commons, difliking the war againft Holland, de-

termined to call the advifers and promoters of it to an account.

They firft attacked the duke of Lauderdale, and next the duke of

Buckingham, who, being admitted to be heard, endeavoured to

throw all the odium upon the earl of Arlington ; and this lord's

anfwer not fatisfying the commons, articles of impeachment

were drawn up, charging him with having been a conftant and

vehement promoter of popery and popifh councils ; with having

been guilty of many undue practices to promote his own great-

nefs ; with having embezzled the treafure of the nation, and

falfely and treacherouflv betrayed the important truft repofed in

him as a counsellor and principal fecretary of (late. He ap-

peared before the houfe of commons, and fpoke much better

than was expected. He excufed himfelf, but without blaming

TkI Sir William Temple's works, tereft, and made one of the cabal.

vol.ii. p. 749. [m] This name was compofed of the

[l] On the recommendation of the initial letters of their titles, via. Clifford,

duke of Ormond he brought Mr. Temple, Afhley (afterwards Shaftefburyj, Buck-

afierwards fir William Temple, into bu- ingha-m, Arlington, Lauderdale. They had

fmefs, and employed him in the treaty all of them great pre r
ents from France?

with the bii'hop of Muniter, for attacking bolides what was openly given them. The
the Dutch by land, while we did it by fea. french ambaffador gave each of them a

Temple's works, vol. ii. p. 1. 51. Burnet pifture of the king of France, fet in dia-

tells us (Hift. of his own times, vol. i. rnonds,. to the value ofjoool.

p. 378), that Arlington afterwards threw [n] Biograph. Brit.

Mm off, when hs went into the french in- (oj Rapin, vol. ii. p. 664.

the
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the king ; and this had fo good an effect, that though he, as fe-

cretary of ftate, was more expofed than airy other man, by the

many warrants and orders he had figned, yet he was acquitted,

though by a fmall majority [p]. In the mean time he continued

to prefs the king to a feparate peace with the Dutch, in which
he happily fucceeded [oj].

Having refigned his poll of fecretary, he was made lord cham-
berlain Sept. 1674, with this public reafon given, that it was in

confideration of his long and faithful fervice, particularly in the

execution of his office of principal fecretary of Hate, for the

fpace of twelve years [r]. Soon after, he made a frefh trial for

recovering the king's confidence [s], by offering to go over to

Holland with the earl of Oiibry : he told the king that he did

not doubt but he could bring the prince of Orange into an entire

dependence on his uncle, and in particular difpofe him to a

general peace; on which the king was much fet, it being earneiily

defired by France. It was likewife believed that he had orders

to give the prince hopes of marrying the duke of York's daughter,

lady Mary, whom he afterwards did marry. This journey proved
altogether unfuccefsful [tJ *, and his credit was fo much funk,

that

[rj He was brought off by the per-

gonal friendfhip of a noble perfon nearly

allied to him, viz. the earl of Offory,

eldeft fon to the duke of Ormond, and
married to Arlington's wilt's fifter, and

tnen the molt popular man of his quality

in England, who ftood, for five days that

the debate lafted, iu the lobby of the houfe

of commons, and follicitcd the members in

his favour, as they entered the houfe :

This brought over fome of the moft vio-

lent men on the other fide, and induced

others to attend who might probably have

declined it. Carte's life ot the duke of

Ormond. Hiftory of the reign of ChailcsII.

Biograph. Brit.

[c^J Bifliop Burnet tells us, that, af-

ter iigning the treaty at the lord Ar-
lington's office, the king t;ime up imme-
diately into the drawing-room, where fee-

ing Rouvigny, the french ambafiador, he

took him afide, and tolJ him he had been

doing a thing that went more agamlf. his

heart than lofing his right hand. He had

ligned a peace with the Dutch. He faw no-

thing could content the houfe of commons,
or draw money from them : and lord Ar-
lington had preffed him fo hard, that he

had flood out till he was weary of his life.

He faw it was imppffible for him to carry

<?n the war without fupplies ; of which it

was plain he could hr.ve no hopes. The
biihop farther tills us, that Arlington, who
foad brought about the peace, " was lo en-

tirely loft by it, that though he knew too

much of th: fecret to be ill ufed, yet he
could never recover the ground lie had
left."

[r ] Dugdale's Baronage, vol. iii. p. 4S3.

[s] Danby having fucceeded lord Clif-

ford in the office ot lord high-treafurer,

which had ever been the height of lord

Arlington's ambition, the latter had con-

ceived an implacable hatred againft him,
and ufed his utraoft efforts to fupplant him,
but in vain. Arlington had likewife loft

the affection of the duke of York, by advi-

iing his bring lent from court. Burnet,

Hift. of his own times, vol. i. p. ^94,5.
[t] Sir William Temple tells us, that

the penfionary de Witt and count Waldeck
perceived that Arlington's bent was to draw
the prince into fuch meafures of a peace

as Fiance then fo much defired; into a

difcovery of thofe perfons who had made
advances to the prince or the ftates of

railing commotions in England during the

late war; into fecret meafures with the

king, of affifting him againft any rebels at

home, as well ai enemies abroad ; and into

hopes or defigns of a match with the duke's

eldeft daughter. But the prince would
not enter at all into the firtt, was oblti-

nate againft the fecond, treated the third

as dilrefpeel to the king, to think that he
fhould be fo ill-beloved, or fo imprudent

to need it; and upon mention made by

lord Offory of the laft, he took no fur-

3 ther
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that feveral perfons ?.t court took the liberty to acl and mimic
his perfon and behaviour, as had been formerly done again ft the

lord chancellor Clarendon ; and it became a common jell for

fome courtier to put a black patch upon his nofe, and ftrut

about with a white ftafTin his hand, in order to make the king

merry. The king's coldnefs, or perhaps difpleafure, is believed

to have proceeded from Arlington's late turning towards the

popu ar llream, and more efpecially his outward proceedings

againft rhe papifls, when the court believed him to be one in-

wardly himfelf. Neverthelefs, he was continued in his office

and the privy council in all the changes it underwent ; «,nd at

his majefty's deceafe, king James confirmed him in his office of

chamberlain, which he held to the day of his death, July 28,

1685. By his lady Ifabella, daughter to Lewis.de NaiTau, lord

Beverwaert, he had one daughter Ifabella,who married, Auguft 1,

i6'2, Henry earl of Euftun, fon to king Charles II. by the

duchefs of Cleveland, created afterwards duke of Grafton.
" He was, according to bifhop Burnet, a proud man : his

parts were folid but not quick; he had the art of obfcrving the

king's temper, and managing it, beyond all the men of that time.

He was believed a papift, he had once prcferled it, and when he

died, he again reconciled himfelf to that church : yet, in the

whole courfe of his- minhtry, he feemed to have made it a

maxim, that the king ought to fhew no favour to popery, but

that his whole affairs would be fpoiled, if ever he turned that

way ; which made the papifts become his mortal enemies, and

accufe him as an apellate, and the betrayer of their interefts."

BtNNET (Dr. Thomas), an engliih divine, was born at

Salifbury May 7, 1673 [u]. From the free fchool in that city

he was removed to St. John's college, Cambridge, where he

took his degrees in arts, and afterwards became a fellow of the

tlier hold of if, than faying, that his for-

tunes were not in a condition for him to

think of a wife. Temple's works, vol. i.

p. 397. We are informed by Burnet, that

lord Arlington talked to the prince in the

Itrain of a governoi , ajid fe^med to pre-

fume too much on his youth and want of

exj-erience ; but, inftead of prevailing on

him, loft h"m entirely fo that all his en-

deavours afterwards could not bei;et any

confide 1 ce in him. The lord Arlington

(fays Temple'), alter his return, was re-

ceived but coldly by the king, and ill by

the duke, who was a'ngry that any men-
tion fhould be made of his daughter the

lady Mary, though it was only done by the

lord Offorv, and whether with order from

the king or not was nol knr.wn ; fo that

never any (train ot court (kill and contri-

vance fuccecded fo unfortunately as this

had done, and fo contrary to all the ends

which the author ot it propofed to himfelf.

Inftead of advancing the peace, he lett it

defperate ; inftead ct eftablifhing a friend-

ihip between the king and the prince, he

left all colder than he found it ; inftead of

entering into great peifonal confidence and

friendihip with the prince, he left an un-

kindnefs which lafted ever after; inftead

of retrieving his own credit at court,

which he found wainingby the increafe

of lord Dar.by's, he made an end ot all

that he h.id leu with the king, who never

afterwards ufed him with any confidence

further than the forms of his place, and

found alfothelord treafurer'screditwith the

king more advanced in fix weeks which he

had been away, than it had in many months

before. Temple's works, vol. i. p. 398.

[u] Gen. Dift.

college.
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college. In 1609 he publifhed " An anfwer to the diffenters

plea for feparation, or an abridgment of the London cafes."

The following year, taking a journey to vifit his friend Mr.
John Rayne, rector of St. James's in Colchefter, and finding

him dead, he preached his funeral fermon, with which the inha-

bitants were fo highly pleafed, that they warmly recommended
him to Compton bifhop of London, who thereupon prefented

him to that living. The other livings in the town being very
indifferently provided for, he was extremely followed, and his

affiftance defired upon all occafions ; fo that he was minifter

not only of one parifh, but even in a manner of the whole
town. The fame year he publifhed at Cambridge his " Confuta-
tion of popery [x]." In 1702 he publifhed a tracSt relative to

llie Separation of the diffenters, intituled, " A difcourfe of
Schifm [y]." This book being animadverted upon by Mr. Shep-
herd, one of the diffenting minifters to whom it was addreffed

by way of letter, he publifhed an anfwer to Mr. Shepherd, in-

tituled, " Devotions [z]." In 1705; he printed at Cambridge
his " Confutation of quakerifm," and in 1708 " A brief hiilory

of the joint ufe of precompofed fet forms of prayer [a]." In
this year likewife came abroad his difcourfe of Joint Prayers [b].

In 1709 he publifhed in 8vo his Paraphrafe with annotations

upon the book of common prayer. In this treatife he obferves,

that the ufing of the morning prayer, the litany, and com-
munion fervice, at one and the fame time in one continued or-

£xj It was divided into three parts.

1. The conlroverfy concerning the rule ot

faith is detei mined. 2. The particular

doftrines of the church of Rome are con-

futed. 3. The popifh objections againft

tha church of England are anfwered. A
paffage in the fir ft part of this difcourfe

lhews, that Mr Bennet did not confider

the authority of the antient fathers as at

all neceffary or deciiive in controverfies of

religion.

[y] Shewing, r. What is meant by

fchifm. 2 That fchifm is a damnable fin.

3. That there is a fchifm between the

eftablifhed church of England and the dif-

fenters. 4. That this fihifm is to be

charged on the diffenters fide. 5. That
the modern pretences of toleration, agree-

ment in fundamentals; &c. will not ex-

cufe the diffenters from being guilty of

fchifm.

[z] viz Confefiions, Petitions, Inter-

ceffions, and Thankfgivings, for every day

of the week, and alio belore, at, and after

the facrament, with occaiional prayers for

all perfons whatfoevei.

[a] In which he endeavours to fhew,

I. That the antient Jews, our Saviour, his

apoftles, and theprimitive chriftians, never

D

joined in any prayers, but precompofed fet

terms only. 2. That thofe precompofed
fet forms, in which they joined, were fuch
as the refpedhve congregations were ac-

cuftomed to, and thoroughly acquainted

with. 3. That their practice warrants

the impofition of a national precompofed
liturgy. To this treatile he has annexed
" A difcourfe of the gift of prayer," the
intent of which is to fhew, that what the

difletiters mean by the gift of prayer, viz.

a faculty ot conceiving prayers extempore,

is not comprifed in fcripture.

[b] In this piece he (hews, t. What
is meant by joint prayer. 2. That the

joint ufe of prayers conceived extempore,
hinders devotion, and confequently dif-

pleafes God ; whereas the joint ufe of fuch
precompofed fet forms, as the congrega-

tion is accuftomed to. and thoroughly ac-

quainted with, does effectually promote de-

votion, and confequently is commanded by
God. 3. That the lay diffenters are ob-
liged, upon their own principle?, to abhor

the prayers offered in their feparate af-

femblies, and to join in communion with

the eftablifhed church. This treatife was
animadverted upon in feveial pieces.

<ler,
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der, is contrary to the firfl intention and practice of the church.

The next piece he made public was a fermon recommending
charity-fchools, preached at St. James's church in Colchefter,

March 10, 1710, and publifhcd at the requeft of the truftees.

The fame year he wrote a letter to Mr. B. Robinfon, occafioned

by his review of the cafe of liturgies and their imposition : and
ibon alter, a fecond letter upon the fame fubjecL The year fol-

lowing he fent abroad his " Rights of the clergy in the chri-

ftian church," wherein he aflerts, that church authority is not

derived from the people, that the laity have no divine right to

elect, the clergy, nor to choofe their own particular pallors.

About this time he took the degree of doctor in divinity. In

171 1 he publifhed at London his " Directions for ftudying,

I. A general fyftem of divinity. 2. The thirty-nine articles ;

to which is added, St. Jerome's epiflle to Nepotianus. The
fame year was publifhcd his " Eilay on the thirty nine articles

of religion, agreed on in 1 q62, and revifed in 1 57 1 [c]. Before

the publication of this book he found it 'neceffary to leave Col-

chefter. The other livings being filled up with men of merit

and character, in which he was highly inftrumental, his large

congregation and his fubfcriptions, which amounted to near

30ol.a year, fell ofFfo, that the income of his two livings of St.

James and St. Nicholas did not amount to 60I. Wherefore he

removed to London, and was appointed deputy-chaplain to

Chelfea hofpital under Dr. Cannon. Soon after happening to

preach the funeral fermon of his friend Mr. Erington, lecturer

of St. Olave in Southwark, it was fo highly approved of by that

parifh, that he was unanimoufly chofen lecturer without the

lead follicitation. We find him in 17 16 morning preacher at

St. Lawrence Jewry ; and icon after he was prefented by the

dean and chapter of St. Paul's to the vicarage of St. Giles,

Cripplegate, worth near 500I. a year. "Whilft in this ftation,

he was engaged in feveral expeniive law-fuits in defence of the

rights of that church, to which he recovered 1 qol. per annum.
In 1 7 16 he publifhed a pamphlet intituled, " The nonjurors

feparation from the public atfemblies of the church of England
examined, and proved to be fchifmatical upon their own prin-

ciples •," and the " Cafe of the reformed epifcopal churches in

Great Poland and Polifli Prulna, in a fermon preached at St.

Lawrence Jewry in the morning, and at St. Olave's, Southwark,

in the afcernoon £dj j" two editions of which were publifhed

the

[c] The text being firft exhibited ;n genuine ; and the cafe of fubfcription fo

latin and englifh, and the minute-It varia- tne articles ii confide red in point of law,

tions of eighteen of the inoft antient a'nd hiftory and confeience, with a prefatory

authentic copies care !'\'ily noted, an ac- epiftle to Anthony Collins, efq. wherein
count is given of the proceedings of convo- the egregious falfhoods of the author of

cation in forming and fettling the text of '• Priejjtcraft in perfection" are expofed.

the articles ; the controverted claufe of [l>J This was occafioned by a book, in-

the twentieth article is demonitrated to be titulcd, " A collection of papers, written

by
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the fame year. In 171 7 he publifhed a 'fpital fermon before the

lord mayor, aldermen, &c. of London. And in 17 18 came
abroad his " Difcourfe of the ever blefled trinity in unity, with
an examination of Dr. Clarke's fcripture doctrine of the tri-

nity [e J"; in which he treats Dr. Clarke with great decency

and civility. In 1726 he publifhed a Hebrew Grammar [f].

He died of an apoplexy at London, October the 9th, 1728,
aged 55.

BENNET (Christopher), was born in Somerfetfhire about

161 7, and educated at Lincoln college, Oxford, where he was
entei-ed a commoner in 1632 [gj\ Having taken both his degrees

in arts, he entered upon the phync line, and afterwards was
elected a fellow of the college of phyficiaus in London, where
he practifed with fuccefs. He died iu April 1655. His writ-

ings are, " Theatri tabidorurh veftibulurri. Exercitationes dia-

gnofticse cum hiftoriis demonftrativis, quibus alimentorum et

fanguinis vitia deteguntur in plerifque morbis." He alfo cor-

rected and enlarged Dr. Moufet's treatife intituled, Health's

improvement.

BENNET (Robert, B. D.). He had his education at Oxford,
and was prefented by Lord Wharton to the rectory of Waddef-
dzn in the .county of Buckingham, where he continued till he
was ejected for nonconformity in l^bi. He afterwards fettled

at Aylefbury, where he preached privately to a fmall congrega-

tion, and from thence removed to Reading, where he died in

1687. He was author of an excellent work intituled " A the-

ological concordance of the fynonymous words in fcripture.

by the late R. R. George Hickes, D. D.

J7i6j,'' in which the church of England
was charged with heiefy, fchifm, perjury,

and treafon. Dr. Rennet's tract proved,

however, unfatistadtory to many perfons
;

and fevc-ral replies were made R> it, parti-

cularly in a pamphlet intituled, " The
Layman's vindication of the church of

England, as well againft Mr. Howell's
ch.-nge of fchifm, as againft Dr. Rennet's

pretended anfwer :o it;" and another,

dated Oft. the 2-.d, 17 1 6, and intituled,

*' Dr. Bennet's conceffions to the nonju-

rors, proved to be deftruftive to the caufe

which he endeavours to defend, as they

make the nonjurors to be catholics, and
his own communion to be fchifmatical ; in

a letter to a friend, Lond. 17 17," in 8vo.

Mr. James Pierce, an eminent diffenting

minuter, wrote likewife " Aletterto Dr.
Ber.net, occafioned by his late treatife con-

cerning the nonjurors feparation,'' &c.
dated at Exeter, Nov. the 13th, 1716,
and printed in T 7 1 7.

[i:J This difcourfe was afterwards ani-

madverted upon by Thomas Emlyn, in 2

piece publifhed in 1718, intituled, *f Dr.

Rennet's new theory of the trinity exa-

mined, or fome confiderations on his dif-

courfe of the ever blerled trinity in unity,

and his examination of Dr. Clarke's fcrip-

ture doctrine of the trinity." It was alfo

replied to in another tract, printed in

1710, under the title of " A mod eft plea

for the baptifmal and fcriptural notions of

the trinity ; wherein the fchemes of the

reverend Drs. Bennetand Clarke are com-
pared, by Mr. John Jackfon, rector of
Rofiington in Yoikfhire."

[fJ " The title is Thomse Bennet, S.

T. P. Grammatica Hebrjea, cum uberrima
Praxi, in ufumTironum qui linguam He-
braeam abfque praeceptoris viva voce (id-

que in breviffimo temporis compendio) e-
difcere cupiunt. Accedit coniilium de
ftudio prsecipuarum linguaium orientali-

um, Hebrxa, Ceil. ChaldaeE, Syro-Sama-
ritanse, et Arabics, inftituendo et perri-

ciendo. "

[c] Biogr. Brit.

BENOIT
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BENOIT (Elie), a learned minifter of the reformed church,

bom at Paris in the year 164c, and fled to Holland on the revo-

cation of the edict of Nantes. Here he was elected paftor of
the church of Delft, and died in 1728. He left many writings

highly efteemed : 1. Hiftoire et apologie de la retraite des paf-

teurs, a caufe de la perfecution de France, 1688, i2mo. 2. Hif-

toire de l'edit de Nantes, in 5 vols. 410, Delft, 1693. This is

an excellent work, but very much decried by the papifts. 3. Me-
langes de remarques critiques, hiiloriques, &c. on two diflerta-

tions of Toland, 1712, 8vo. Benoit, after being forced to fly

his country, was not more happy in Holland. He had a wife,

in companion of whom that of Socrates was

Mild as light, and foft as evening gales.

Let us fee the portrait he draws of her in one of his manufcript

memorandums : Uxorem duxi vitiis omnibus quae conju-

gi pacem amanti gravia efle poflunt, implicita : avara, procax,

jurgiofa, inconftans et varia indefefla contradicendi libidine, per

annos quadraginta-feptem miferum conjugem omnibus diris af-

feeit. As to the temper of the hufband •, he was patient, timid,

fond of quiet, clofe and diligent in his literary labours : though

ready to contract friendfhip, he was not fuccefsful in the choice

of his friends. Ke has been accufed of avarice ; but unjuilly :

the humour of his wife proceeding to the moft fordid extreme of

niggardiinefs, obliged him to reprefs his inclination to liberality.

BENSLRADE (Isaac de), a french poet of the laft century,

born at Lyons, near Roan. He was born but not educated a

proteftant, his father having turned catholic when he was very

young. When Benferade was about feven or eight years of age,

he went to be confirmed ; the bifhop who performed the cere-

mony afked him " If he was not willing to change his name of

Ifaac, for one more chriftian." " With all my heart," replied

he, " provided 1 get any thing by the exchange." The bilhop,

furprifed at fuch a ready anfwer, would not change his name.
" Let his name be Ifaac (till," laid he, " for whatever it is, he

will become famous [n]." Benflrrade loft his father when he

was very young; and being left with little fortune, and this much
involved in law, he chofe rather to give it up than fue for it.

We have been told by feme authors, that he was related to car-

dinal Richelieu, and that the cardinal took care of his educa-

tion ; it is certain however that Benferade foon became famous

at court for his wit and poetry, and that Richelieu granted him
a penfion, which was continued till the death of this cardinal;

and it is probable that Benferade would have found the fame

[hJ Preface of M. Abbe Talkmaut to Benferade's works, Paris 1697.

prote&ion
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protection in the duchefs of Aiguillon, if the following four

verfes, which he made on the death of the cardinal, had not

given her great offence :

" Cy gill-, oui gift, par la mort-bleu, Here lies, alas ! 'tis true,

Le cardinal de Richelieu ; Good cardinal de Rkhelieu :

Etce q 1 i caufe mou ermuy, But what in truth difturbs me moft

Ma penlion avec luy.
"

Is, that wiih him my peufion's loll.

After the death of Richelieu, he got into favour with the duke

de Breze, whom he accompanied in moil of his expeditions;

and when this nobleman died, he returned to court, where his

poetry became highly efteemed < i j. We a"e told in one of

Collar's htters to the marchionefs de Lavardin, that Benferade

was named envoy to Chriilina, queen of Sweden ; it is certain,

however, that he never went in this employment ; hence the

humorous Scarron thus dates an epiftle of his to the eountefs

de Fiefque :

L'an que le Sieur de Benferade

N'alla point a fon ambaflade.

Benferade had furprifing fuccefs in what he compofed for

the king's interludes. There was quite an original turn in thefe

compofitions, which characterized at once the poetical divinities,

and the perfons who reprefented them. " With the defeription

of the gods and other perfonages," fays the author of the Re-
cueil de bons comes, fuppofed to be M. de Caliiere, <c who were

reprefented in thefe interludes, he mixed lively pictures of the

courtiers who reprefented them. He therein often difcovered

their inclinations, attachments, and even their moll fecret ad-

ventures •, but in fo agreeable, fo delicate, and fo concealed a

manner, that thofe who were rallied were the nrft who were
pleafed at it, and his jefts left no refentment or concern in their

minds, which is a mark of their perfection." The fonnet which
Benferade fent to a young lady, with his paraphrafe on Job, ren-

dered his name very famous. A parallel was drawn betwixt it

and the Urania of Voiture ; and a difpute thence arofe, which
divided .the wits, and the whole court. Thofe who gave the

preference to that of lienferade were ityled the Jobilb, and their

antagonists the Uranills. The prince of Jonti declared himfelf

a Jdbift. " The one fonnet," laid he, meaning that of Voiture,
" is more grand and finifhed ; but i would rather have been the

author of the other [k]." Benferade wrote Rondeaux upon
Ovid, fome of which are reckoned tolerable, but upon the whole

[1] Nicer, torn. xiv. htion of Juvenal. Menaeiana, p. 189.21!

[_kJ TarUron pre fat. epift, to his trarif- Holi. edit. Hiltoire de l'-Acad.

they
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they are not much efteemed. He applied himfelf to works of
piety fome years before his death, and tranfiated almcft all the

Pfalms. M. L'Abbe Olivet fays, that Benferade towards the

latter end of his life withdrew from court, and made Gentilly

the place of Ins retirement. When he was a youth, he fays, it

was the cuftom to vifit the remains of the ornaments, with
which Benferade had embeHifhed his houfe and gardens, where
every thing favoured of his poetical genius. The barks of the

trees were full of inferiptions, and amongft others he remem-
bers the fir ft which prefented itfelf was as follows:

Adieu fortune, honneurs, adieu vous et les votres,

Je vieus ici vous ouhlier
;

Adieu toi-meme amour, bien plus que les autres

Difficile a congedier.

Fortune and honours all adieu,

And wbatfoe'er belongs to you.

I to this retirement run,

All your vanities to fhuu ;

Thou tooaditi', o powerful love!

From thee 'tis hardeft to remove.

Mr. Voltaire is of opinion that thefe inferiptions were the

bell of his productions, and he regrets that they have not been
collected.

Benferade fuffered at lad fo much from the ftone, that, not-

withstanding his great age, he refolved to fubmit to the opera-

tion of cutting. But his conftaucy was not put to this laft

proof ; for a furgeon letting him blood, by way of precaution,

pricked an artery, and, initead of endeavouring to ftop the effu-

fion of blood, ran away : there was but juft time to call F. Com-
mire, his friend and confeffor, who came foon enough to fee

him die. This happened Oct. 19, 1690.

BENSON (George), a learned and eminent diffenting

teacher, was born at Great Salkeld in Cumberland, September

1699 [l]. He was early deftined by his parents for the chri-

ftian miniftry, on account of the ferioufnefs of his difpofition

and his love of learning ; which was [o ftrong and fuccefsful,

that at eleven years of age he was able to read the greek tefta-

ment. After finiflring his grammar learning, he went to an
academy kept by Dr. Dixon at Whitehaven, from whence he
removed to Glafgow ; where, with great application and fuccefs,

he purfued his (Indies until May 1721, when he left the univer-

fity. Towards the clofe of the year he came to London ; and

having been examined and approved by feveral of the molt emi-

nent prefbyterian minifters, he began to preach ; firft at Chert-

£l] Amory's memoirs of the life, characler, aid writings of Dr. Benfcn .

fey,
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fey, and afterwards in London. The learned Dr. Calamy was
his great friend, and kindly took him for a time into his family.

By this gentleman's recommendation he went to Abingdon in

Berkfhire ; where, after preaching as a candidate, he was una-

nimoufiy chofen their paftor, by the congregation of proteStant

diflenters in that town. During his ftay here, which was about

feven years, he preached and publifhed three Serious practical

diScourSes, addreffed to young perfons •, which were well re-

ceived. But he afterwards fupprefled them, as net teaching
4

what he thought on further enquiry the exact truth, in relation

to fome doctrines of chriftianity. In 1729 he received a call

from a fociety of proteftant diflenters in Southwark, among
whom he laboured with great diligence and fidelity for eleven

years, and was greatly beloved by them. In 1740 he was chofen

by the congregation at Crutched Friars, colleague to the learned

and judicious Dr. Lardner ; and when infirmities obliged Dr.
Lardner to quit the fervice of the church, the whole care of it

devolved on him.

From the time of his engaging in the miniftry, he feems to

have propofed to himfelf the critical ftudy of the fcriptures, and
particularly of the New Teftament, as a principal part of his

bufmefs •, and to have purfued the difcovery of the facred truths

it contained, with uncommon diligence and fidelity. The firft

fruit of thefe ftudies which he prefented to the public was, A
defence of of the reafonablenefs of Prayer, with A translation of

a difcourfe of Maximus Tyrius, containing fome popular ob-

jections againft prayer, and an anfwer to thefe. Some time

after this, he manifefted his love to moderation and chriltian li-

berty, and his averfion to perfecution, by whomsoever practiSed ;

bv extracting from the Memoirs of Literature, and reprinting

Mr. de la Roche's account of the perfecution and burning of
Servetus by Calvin, with fuch reflections as were proper to ex-

pofe the injuftice and inconfifteuce of this conduct in that re-

former ; and to prevent its being employed to countenance a like

temper and conduct hereafter. To this he afterwards added,

A defence of the account of Servetus ; and A brief account of

archbifhop Laud's cruel treatment of Dr. Leighton. About the

fame time, to guard chriftians againft the corruptions of popery,

and to prevent their being urged by the deiits as plauuble ob-
jections againft chriftianity ; he publifhed A diflertation on
2 Thefl". ii. ver. 1— 12. In illufcrating the obfervations of the

learned Jofeph Mede, he fhewed thefe grofs corruptions of'the

belt religion to have been exprefsly foretold, and chriftians

ftrongly cautioned againft them ; and that, in this view, they

were among the evidences of the divine authority of the Script

tures •, as they proved the facred writers to have been infpired

by a divine Spirit, which could alone clearly foretel events lb

diftant,
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diftant, contingent, and unlikely. The light which Mr. Locke
had thrown on the obfeureft parts of St. Paul's epiftle, by mak-
ing him his own expofitor, encouraged and determined Mr. Ben-

fon to attempt an iiluitration of the remaining epiftles in the

fame manner. In 17^1 he publifhed A paraphrafe and notes

on the epiftle to Philemon, as a fpecimen. This was well re-

ceived, and the author encouraged to proceed in his defign.

With the epiftle to Philemon, was publifhed, A fhort differta-

tion, to prove from the fpirit and fentiments of the apoftle,

difcovered in his epiftles, that he was neither an enthufiaft nor

impofror ; and confequently that the religion, which he aflevted.

he received immediately from heaven, and confirmed by a va-

riety of miracles, is indeed divine. This argument hath fince

been improved aud illuitrated, with great delicacy and ftrength,

in a review of the apoftle's entire conducl and character, by

lord Lyttelton. Mr. Benfon proceeded with great diligence

and reputation to publifli Paraphrafes and Notes on the two
epiftles to the TheflalonianS, &£ firft and fecond to Timothy,

and the epiftle to Titus \ ackting, DifTertations on feveral im-

portant fubjedxs, particularly on infpiration.

In 1735 he publifhed a Hiftory of the firft planting of chri-

ftianity, taken from the Acts of the apoftles and their Epiftles,

in 7 vols. zito. In this work, befides illuftrating throughout the

hi i'ory of the Acts, and mod of the Epiftles, by an hiftorical

view of the times ; the occafion of the feveral epiftles, and the

(late of the churches to whom they were addreifed ; he efta-

blifhed the truth of the. chriftian religion on a number of facts,

the moft public, important, and inconteftable. Thefe works
procured him great reputation. One of the univerfities in Scot-

land fent him a diploma with a doctor's degree; and many of

high rank in the eftablifhed church, as Herring, Hoadly, Butler,

Benfon, Conybeare, &c. (hewed him great marks of favour and
regard. He purfued the fame ftudies with great application

and fuccefs till the time of his death, which happened 1763, in

the 64th year of his age [mj.

BENTHAM (Edward), canon of Chrift-church, Oxford,

and king's profeflbr ot divinity in that univerfity, was born in

the college at Ely, July 23, 1707 [n]. His father, Mr. Samuel
Bentham, was a very worthy clergyman, and vicar of Witch-
ford, a fmall living near that city; who having a numerous fa-

[m] His woil s, Vfides thnfe already offermonson feveral important fubje&s.

mentioned, are, i. A paraphrafe and notes 5. The hilt >ry ot the life of Jefus Chrift,

on thi- feven cat: olic epiltlt-s ; to which taken from the New Teltament; with ob-

are annexeu, fe viral critical diflei tations, fervations and reflections proper to illuf-

4x0. z. I he reafonajlenefs of the chri- trate the excellence of his character, and
ftian religion, as delivered in the fcrip- the divinity of his miffion and religion,

tures, in two vols. 8vo 3. A collertion [n] Abridged from Dr. Kippis, in Bi«

»t aailts againit ^erfec-Hiou. 4. A volume og. Brit*

mily,
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milv, his fori Edward, on the recommendation of Dr. Smalridge,

dean of Chrift-church, was fent in 171 7 to the Ichool of that

college. Having there received the rudiments of claffical edu-

cation, he was in Lent term 1723, when nearly 16 years of age,

admitted of the univerfity of Oxford, and placed at Corpus-

Chriiti college under his relation Dr. John Burton. In this fi-

tuation, his ferious and regular deportment, and his great profi-

ciency in all kinds of academical learning, recommended him to

the notice of feveral eminent men ; and, among others, to the

favour of Dr. Tanner, canon of Chritt-church, by whofe death

he was difappointed of a nomination to a ftudentfhip in that fo-

ciety. At Corpus-Chrifti college he formed a ftri£f. friendfhip

with Robert Hoblyn, efq. of Nanfwydden in Cornwall, after-

wards reprefentative for the city of Briflol, whofe character, as

a fcholar and a member of parliament, rendered him deiervedly

efteemed by the lovers of literature and of their country. In

company with this gentleman and another intimate friend, Dr.

KatclifF, afterwards matter of Pembvoke college, Mr. Bentham
made, at different times, the tour of part of France, and other

places. Having taken the degree of B. A. he was invited by
Dr. Cotes, principal of Magdalen-hall, to be his vice-principal;

and was accordingly admitted to that fociety, March 6, 1730.

Here he continued only a mort time ; for, on the 2-^d of April

in the year following, he was elected fellow of Oriel college.

In act term, 1732, he proceeded to the degree of M A. and,

about the fame time, was appointed tutor in the college ; in

which capacity he difcharged his duty, in the molt laborious and
confcientious manner, for more than twenty years. March 26,

1743, Mr. Bentham took the degree of B. D. ; and April 22,

in the fame year, was collated to the prebend of Hundreton, in

the cathedral church of Hereford. July 8, 1749, he proceeded

to the degree of D. D. ; and in April 1754 was promoted to the

fifth ftall in that cathedral. Here he continued the fame active

and ufeful courfe of life for which he had always been diftin-

guifhed. He ferved the offices of fub-dean and treafurer, for

himfelf and others, above twelve years. The affairs of the trea-

fury, which Dr. Bentham found in great confufion, he entirely

new modelled, and put into a train of bufinefs in which they

have continued ever fin£e, to the great eafe of his fucceflbrs,

and benefit of the fociety. So intent was he upon the regula-

tion and management of the concerns of the college, that he
refufed feveral preferments which were offered him, from a con-
fcientious perfuafion that the avocations they would produce
were incompatible with the proper difcharge of the offices he
had voluntarily undertaken. Being appointed by the king to

fill the divinity chair, vacant by the death of Dr. Fanfhawe,
Dr. Bentham was, with much reluctance, and after having re-

peatedly



iiz BENTHAM.
peatedly declined it, perfuaded, by archbifhop Seeker and hi*

other learned friends, to accept of it ; and, on the 9th of May,
1763, lie was removed to the 8th flail in the cathedral. His
unwiliingnefs to appear in this ftation was increafed by the bu-

fineSs he had to tr.mlact in his former Situation, and which he
was afraid would be impeded by the acceflion of new duties

:

not to fay that a life fpent in his laborious and fedentary man-
ner had produced fome unfavourable effects on his conftitution,

and rendered a greater attention than he had hitherto fliewn to

private eafe and health, abfolutely neceflary. Befides, as the

duties, when properly discharged, were great and interesting,

fo the ftation itfelf was of that elevated and public nature to

which his ambition never inclined him : latere maluit atque

prodeffe. The diffidence he had of his abilities had ever taught

him to Sufpect his own Sufficiency, and his inauguratory lecture

breathed the fame fpirit. the text of which was, " Who is Suf-

ficient for thefe things ?" But whatever objections Dr. Bentham
might have to the profefforfhip before he entered upon it, when
once he had accepted of it, he never Suffered them to difcourage

him in the leaft from exerting: his mod fincere endeavours to

render it both ufeful and honourable to the univerlity. He fet

himfelf immediately to draw out a courfe of lectures for the be-

nefit of young ftudents in divinity, which he conftantly read at

his houfe at Chrift-church, gratis, three times a week during

term-time, till his deceafe. The courfe took up a year •, and he
not only exhibited in it a complete fyftem of divinity, but re-

commended proper books, fome of which he generoufly distri-

buted to his auditors. His intenSe application to the purfuit of

the plan he had laid down, together with thofe concerns in

which his affection for his friends, and his zeal for the public

good in every Shape, involved him, proved more than a counter-

balance for all the advantages of health and vigour that a Strict

and uniSorm temperance could procure. It is certain that he
funk under the rigorous exerciSe of that conduct he had propofed

to himfelf: for though 68 years are a considerable proportion

in the StrongeSt men's lives, yet his remarkable abStemiouSneSs

and Self-denial, added to a difpofition of body naturally Strong,

promiSed, in the ordinary courSe of things, a longer period. Dr.
Bentham was a very early rifer, and had tranfacted half a day's

bufineSs before many others begin their day. His countenance

was uncommonly mild and engaging, being Strongly characte-

ristic of the piety and ^benevolence of his mind ; and at the

fame time it by no means wanted expreffion, but, upon proper

occalions, could affume a very becoming and affecting autho-

rity. In his attendance upon the public duties of religion, he
was exceedingly Strict and conStant ; not Suffering himSelf ever

to be diverted from it by any motives, either of intereft or

2 pleafure.
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plenfure. Whilft he was thus diligent in the difcharge of his

own duty, he was not fevere upon thofe who were not equally

fo in theirs. He could fearcely ever be prevailed upon to deliver

his opinion upon fubjecls that were to the difadvantage of other
men; and when he could not avoid doing it, his fentiments
were expreffed with the utmoil delicacy and candour. No one
was more ready to difcover, commend, and reward every meri-
torious endeavour. Of himfelf he never was heard to fpeak •,

and if his own merits were touched upon in the flighted man-
ner, he felt a real uneafinefs. Though he was not fund of the

formalities of vifiting, he entered into the fpirit of friendly fo-

ciety and intercourfe with great pleafure. His conlt'ant engage-
ments, indeed, of one kind or other, left him not much time to

be devoted to company ; and the greater part of his leifure

hours he fpent in the enjoyment of domeitic pleafures, for

which his amiable and peaceable difpolition feemed mod calcu-

lated.

Till within the laft half-year of his life, in which he de-
dined very faft, Dr. Bentham was fearcely ever out of order

;

and he was never prevented from difcharging his duty, except-

ing by weaknefs that occafionally attacked his eyes, and which
had been brought on by too free an tife of them when he was
young. That part of his laft illnefs which confined him, was
only from the 23d of July to the flrft of Auguit. Even death
itfelf found him engaged in the fame laborious application which
he had always directed to the glory of the fupreme being, and
the benefit of mankind •, and it was not till he was abfolutely

forbidden by his phyficians, that he gave over a particular courfe

of reading, that had been undertaken by him with a view of mak-
ing remarks on Mr. Gibbon's Roman Hiftory. Thus he died
in the faithful difcharge of the duties of religion. That ferenity

of mind and meeknefs of difpofition, which he had manifefted

on every former occafion, fhone forth in a more efpecial manner
in his latter moments ; and, together with the confeioufnefs of
a whole life fpent in the divine fervice, exhibited a fcene of true

chriftian triumph. After a few days illnefs, in which he fuf-

fered a confiderable degree of pain without repining, a quiet

'figh put a period to his temporal exiftence, on the firlt of Au-
guft 1776, when he had entered into the 69th year of his age.

His remains were depofited in the weft end of the great aile in

the cathedral of Chrift-church, Oxford. Dr. Bentham refided,

the principal part of the year, fo regularly at Oxford, that he
never miffed a term from his matriculation to his death. In the

fummer he generally made a tour of fome part of the kingdom
with his family •, and, for the laft thirty years of his life, feldom
failed in carrying them to meet all his brothers and (iPcers at

Ely, amongft whom the greateft harmony and affection ever

Vol. Ii. T prevailed.
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prevailed. A lift of his works may be feen in the Biographit

Britannica.

BENTHAM (James), M. A. and F. A. S. prebendary of

Ely, rector of Bow-brick-hill in the county of Bucks, and do-

nieftic chaplain to the right, lion, lord Cadogan, was the brother

of the above-mentioned Edward. Having received the rudi-

ments of chiflical learning in the grammar fchool of Ely, he was
admitted of Trinity- college, Cambridge, March 26, 1727, where
he proceeded B. A. it 36, and M. A. 1738, and was elected

F. A. S. 1767. In the year 1733 he was prefented to the vi-

carage of Stapleford in Cambridgeshire, which he refigned in

1736, on being made minor canon in the church of Ely. In

1767 he was prefented by bifhop Mawfon to the vicarage of

Wymondham in Norfolk, which he refigned in the year follow-

ing for the rectory of Feltwell St. Nicholas, in the fame county*

This he refigned in 1774 for the rectory of Northwold, which
in 1779 nc was mcJ uced t0 change for a prebendal {tall in the

church of Ely, though he was far from improving his income by

the change. But his attachment to his native place, with which
church the family had been connected without any intermiffion

for more than 100 years, furmounted every other confideration.

In 1783 he was prefented to the rectory of Bow-brick-hill, by
the rev. Edward Guellaume. From his firft appointment to an

office in the church of Ely, he feems to have directed his atten-

tion to the (ludy of church architecture. It is probable that he

was determined to the purfuit of ecclefiaftical antiquities by the

eminent example of bifhop Tanner (a prebendary of the fame

ila.ll which Mr. Bentham afterwards held), who had honoured

the family with many marks of his kindnefs and friendship.

For refearches of this kind Mr. Bentham feems to have been ex-

cellently qualified. To a found judgment and a considerable

degree of penetration, accompanied by a minutenefs and accu-

racy of enquiry altogether uncommon, Mr. Bentham added

the moil patient afftduity and unwearied induftry. The hiftorr

of the church with which he was connected afforded him full

fcope for the exercife of his talents. It abounds with almofl

all the various fpecimens of church architecture ufed in Eng-
land to the time of the reformation. Having previoufly exa-

mined with great attention every hiitorical monument and au-

thority which could throw any light upon his fubject, after he

had circulated, in 1756, a catalogue of the principal members
of this church (Ely), viz. abbcfles, abbots, bifhops, priors, deans,

prebendaries, and archdeacons, in order to collect further infor-

mation concerning them, he published " The hiftory and anti-

quities of the conventual and cathedral church of Ely, from the

foundation of the mouaftery, A. D. 675^0 the year 1771, il-

lultrated with copper-plates, Cambridge, 1771," 4to. In the in-

troduction
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trodudlion the author thought it might he ufefui to give feme
account of faxon, norman, and what is ufually called gothic

architecture. The many novel ana ingenious remarks, which
occurred in this part of the work, foon attracted th€ attention of

thole who had turned their thoughts to the iubject. This fhort

efiay was favourably received by the public, and has been fre-

quently cited and referred to by moii: writers on gothic archi-

tecture. By a ftrange millake thefe obfervaticns,were nattily

attributed to the celebrated Mr. Gray, merely because Mr. Ben-
tham has mentioned his name among that of others. fj£whom he
conceived himfeif indebted for communications and hints. Mr.
Bentham was never informed of this extraordinary circum-

ftance till the year 1783, when he accidentally met with it in

the Gentleman's magazine for the month of February in that

year ; upon which he immediately thought it neeeffary to rec-»

tify the miitake, and to vindicate his own character and repu-
tation as an author from the charge of having been obliged to

Mr. Gray for that treatife, when he had publifhed it as his

own ; and this he was enabled to do fatisfactorily, having for-

tunately preferved the only letter which he had received from
Mr. Gray on the fubject. The truth was, that Mr. Bentham
had written the treatife long before he had the honour of any
acquaintance with Mr. Gray, and it was that which firit intro-

duced him to Mr. Gray. What his obligations were will ap-

pear by reference to a copy of that letter [o] which he received

from Mr. Gray when he returned the fix meets which Mr. Ben-
tham had fubmitted to him at his own requeft. It happened
that the two lad meets, though compofed, were not worked off,

which gave Mr. Bentham an opportunity of inferring fome ad-

ditions alluded to in Mr. Grav's letter. Tn the magazine for

July 178.;, may be feen the full and handfome apology which
this explanation produced from a coprefpondent, who, under
the fignature of S. K. had inadvertently afcribed thefe remarks
to Mr. Gray. When the dean and chapter of Ely had deter-

mined upon the general repair of the fabric of their church, and
the judicious removal of the choir from the dome to the pref-

bytery at the call end, Mr. Bentham was requefted to fuperiu-

tend that concern as clerk of the works. With what indefati-

gable induitry and attention he acquitted himfeif in that ftation,

and how much he contributed to the improvement and fuccefs

of the public works then carrying on, appears as well by the
minutes of thofe tranfactions, as by the fatisfaction with which
the body recognized his fervices. This employment gave him a

thorough infjght into the principles and peculiarities of thefe

antient buildings, and fuggefted to him the idea of a general

[o] Infested in the Gent. Mag. vol. liv, April 1784.

T z hiftory
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hlflory of antient architecture in this kingdom, which he juftly

confulered a defideratum of the learned and inquifitive antiqua-

ry. He was itill intent upon this fubjecr., and during the amufe-

ment of his leifure hours continued almoft to the lad to make
collections with a view to fome further illuftration of this curi-

ous point, though his avocations of one kind or another pre-

vented him from reducing them to any regular form or feries.

.But he did not fuffer thefe purfuits to call him off" from the pro-

felfional duties of his ftation, or from contributing his endea-

vours towards promoting works of general utility to the neigh-

bourhood. To a laudable fpirit of this latter kind, animated by

a zeal for his native place, truly patriotic, is to be referred his

fteady perfeverance in recommending to his countrymen, under

all the difcouragements of obloquy and prejudice, the plans fug-

gefred for the improvement of their fens by draining, and the

practicability ofincreafing their intercourse with the neighbour-

ing counties by means of turnpike roads ; a meafuve till then

unattempted, and for a long time treated with a contempt and

ridicule due only to the moft wild and vifionary projects, the

merit of which he was at laft forced to reft upon the refult of

an experiment made by himfelf. With this view, in 1757, he

publiihed his fentiments under the title of Queries offered to

the confideration of the principal inhabitants of the city of Ely,

and towns adjacent, Sec. and had at length the fatisfactron to

fee the attention of the public directed to the favourite object

of thofe with whom he was afibciated. Several gentlemen of

property and confideration in the county generoufly engaged in

contributing donations towards letting on foot a fcheme to

eftablifh turnpike roads. By the liberal example of lord chan-

cellor Hardwicke, lord Royfton, and bifbop Mawfon, and the

feafonable bequeit of 200I. by Geo. Riite, efq. of Cambridge,

others were incited to additional fubferiptions. In a iliovc time

thefe amounted to upwards of ioool. and nearly to double that

fum on intereft. The fcheme being thus invigorated by thefe

helps, and by the increafing loans of thofe whofe prejudices be-

gan now to wear away, an act was obtained in 1763 for improv-

ing the road from Cambridge to Ely. Similar powers and pro-

vificns were in a few years obtained bv fubfequeut acts, and the

benelk extended to other parts of the ifle in all directions, the

fuccefs of which hath anfwered the molt fanguine expectations

of its advocates. With the fame beneficent difpofition, Mr.

Bentham in 1778 fubmitted a plan for inclofing and draining a

large tract of common in the vicinity of bly, called Gruntifen,

containing near 1 300 acres, under the title of Confederations and

reflections upon the prefent itate of the fens near Ely, &c Cam-
bridge, 8vo. 1778. The inclofure, however, from whatever

caulV, did not then take place ; but ionic of the hints therein

fuggefted
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fuggefted have formed the groundwork of many of the improve-

ments which have lince obtained in the culture and drainage of

the fens. .Exertions of this kind could not fail to procure him
the efteem and refpecl: of all who knew him, efpecially as they

were wholly unaccompanied with that parade and oltentation by
which the bell public fervices are fometimes difgraced. Mr.
Bentham was naturally of a delicate and tender conltitution, to

which his fedentary life and habits of application were very un-

favourable ; but this was fo far corrected by rigid temperance
and regularity, that he was rarely prevented from giving due at-

tention either to the calls of his profeflion or to the purfuits of

his leifure hours. He retained his faculties in full vigour to the

lalt, though his bodily infirmities debarred him latterly from at-

tendance upon public worfbip, which he always exceedingly la-

mented, having been uniformly exemplary in that duty. He read,

with full relilh and fpirit, moil publications of note or merit a»

they appeared, and, till within a few days of his death, continued

his cuftomary intercourfe with his friends. He died Nov. 17,

j 794, in the 86th year of his age.

BENTIVOGLIO (Guy), cardinal, born at Ferrara in 1579.
He went to fludy at Padua, where he made a considerable pro-

ficiency in polite literature. He was at this place in 1597, when
Alfonfo duke of Ferrara died. Crefar the duke's coufin claimed
the right of fucceflion, but the pope oppofed him. The mar-
quis Hippo'yte Bentivoglio, brother to Guy, efpoufed the cauls

of Caefar, and put himfelf at the head of his troops, which
extremely irritated cardinal Aldrobrandin, nephew to Cle-
ment VIII. who commanded the ecclelialtical troops. Guy left

Padua in order to wait upon Aldrobrandin, and to endeavour to

appeafe his refentment. He fucceeded in his endeavours, being
the chief indrument in bringing about that peace which was
concluded the January following. Guy Bentivoglio was after

this extremely well received by the pope, who made him his

chamberlain, and gave him leave to go and finifh his fludies at

Padua. Upon his leaving the univeriity, he went to refide at

Rome, where he became uuiverfally efteemed. He was lent

nuncio to Flanders, and then to France, in both which employ-
ments his behaviour was fuch as gave great fatisfaclion to

Paul V. who made him a cardinal, which was the laft promotion
he made, a little before his death in Jan. 1621. Bentivoglio was
at this time in France, where Louis XIII. and all the french
court congratulated him on his new dignity ; and when he re-

turned to Rome, his chriftian majelty entrufled him with the
management of the french affairs at that court. Pope Urban VII.
had a high elteem for him, for he was of opinion he could
not find a friend more faithful and difmtereiled than cardinal

Bentivoglio, nor one who had a more confummate knowledge
T 3 in
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m bufinefs. He was beloved by the people, and efteemed by
the cardinals; and his qualities were fuch, that in all probabi-

lity he would have been railed to the pontilicate on the death of

Urban in 1644.: but the cardinal having gone to the conclave

during the time of the moft intolerable heats at Rome, it affect-

ed his body to fuch a degree, that he could not fleep for eleven

nights afterwards •, and this want of reft threw him into a fever,

of which he died the 7th oi Sept. 1644, being then 65 years of

age. He has left feveral works, the moft remarkable of which
are: 1. His Hifrory of the civil wars of Flanders; 2. An ac-

count of Flanders ; 3. Letters and memoirs.

BENTLEY (Richard), an eminent critic and divine, was
the fon of a mechanic at Wakefield in Yorkfhire, where
he was born in 1662, and probably received the fir ft part of

his education. Being removed to St. John's college in Cam*
bridge, he followed his ftudies with indefatigable induftry •, and
his inclination leading him ftrongly to critical learning, the ac-»

quirements he had made in that department of fcience recom-
mended him to Dr. Edward Stillingfleet, who was bred at the

fame college, and in 1685 appointed him private tutor to his

fon. In 1689 he attended his pupil toWadham college in Ox-
ford, where he was incorporated mailer of arts July 4th that

year, having taken that degree fome time before in Ins own
univerfity. He was then alio in orders, and his patron (to whom
he had been very ferviceable) being advanced to the fee of Wor-
cefter in 1692, collated him to a prebend in that church, into

which he was inftailed Oct. 2d of that year, and alfo made him
his domeitic chaplain, in which laft ftation he continued till his

lordfhip's death F p]. That learned prelate, as well as Dr. William
Lloyd, then bifhop of Lichfield, had feen proofs of our au-

thor's extraordinary merit [q_J, when they concurred in recom-
mencing him as a fit perfon to open the lectures upon Mr,
Boyle's foundation, in defence of natural and revealed religion.

This gave him a fine opportunity of eftablifhing his fame.

He faw it well ; and refolved to pufh it to the utmoft. Sir Ifaac

Newton's Principia had been publifhed but a few years, and the

book was little known and lefs underftood; Mr. Bentley there-

fore determined to fpare no pains in difplaying to the beft ad-

vantage the profound demonftrations which that excellent work
furnifhed in proof of a Deity •, and that nothing might be want-

[p] Willis's cathedrals, vol. iii. p. 672. by Mr. Humphry Hody. This epiftle, he

[r^J Befides private commuiii';atioi)s,our tells us himfelf, was both written and pub-
author had wrote a latin addrefs to Dr. lilhed at the exprefs defire of the bifhop of

Mill, principal of St. Edmund's H:ill in Lichfield. Bentley againtr, Boyle. Pief.

Oxford, containing fome critical obferva- p, 88. Mr. Hody was appointed cojlege

tions upon Jo. -Antiochenfis, which was tutor to young VIr. Stillingfleet, and was
fubjoined to the edition of that greek hif- afterwards his father's chaplain. See his

£prioerapb,er, printed at Oxford, in 169 r, article in Biog. Brit.
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ing which lay in his power to complete his defign, he applied

to the great author, and received from him the folution of fome
difficulties, which had not fallen within the plan of his work [rJ.

Our author alfo did not forget to heighten the novelty of his plan,

by introducing and averting Mr. Locke's lately advanced notion

concerning the innate idea of a God, in his fir it fermon. With
the help of fuch advantages, Mr. iient ley's fermons at Boyle's

lectures, became the wonder and admiration of the world, and
raifed the higheft opinion of the preacher's abilities. Accord-
ingly he foon reaped the fruits of his reputation, being appointed

keeper of the royal library at St. James's the following year j for

urhich the warrant was made out of the fecretary's office, Dec. 23,

1693, and the patent in April 1694. But he was fcarcely fet-

tled in this office, when he fell under the difpleafure of the

hon. Mr. Charles Boyle, eldeft fon to the earl of Orrery ; a

young nobleman of the greateft hopes, who was then in the

courfe of his education at Chrift-Church in Oxford. Mr. Boyle

was about to put out a new edition of the " Epiftles of Phalaris,"

and for that purpofe had obtained the ufe of a MS. of the book
out of St. James's library. But our librarian demanding it back
fooner than was expected, and before the collation of it was
{inifhed, this was relented by Mr. Boyle, and gave rife to the

well-known controverfy betwixt Boyle and Bentley. This was
carried on with admirable fpirit, wit, and learning, in feveral

writings on both fides until the year 1699, and gave our author
another opportunity of furprifing the world with his genius and
knowledge in critical learning [s] : and Dr. Montague dying

the next year, he was prefented by the crown to the matterihip

of Trinity college in Cambridge, upon which promotion he
refigned his prebend of Worceiter. He was afterwards col-

lated to the archdeaconry of Lly, June 12, 1707, and befides

this was prefented to a benefice in that ifland. He was alfo ap-

pointed chaplain, both to king William and queen Anne.
Having thus obtained eafe, affluence, and honour, he took

his doctor's degree in divinity, entered into matrimony, and in-

dulged his inclination in critical purfuits ; and as he gave the

[k] This was the hypothecs of deriv- confulting the Principia, he would hav»

ing the frame of the world, by mechanic efcaped the error of proving the mo n not

principles, from matter evenly fpread to turn round her own axis becaufe lhe

through the heaven-, which is (o clearly always fhews the fame face to the earth.

ftateJ and computed by that incomparable A miftake in thefe fermons, which laid

mathematician and philofopher, as his him open to the raillery of Dr. Ktill,

manner was, that the reader curious in who, inftigated by the wits or" Chrift-

thefe matters will be glad to perufe it in church, did not fpare to bang h m with
four letters from fir Ifaac Newton to Dr. his own flail. See Keill (John's) article

Bentley, &c. Lond. 1756, Svo. Mr. Bent- in Biog. Brit.

ley's diligence in confulting fir Ifaac on [s] There is a lift of the feveral pieces

this occafion was highly commendable; produced by this controverfy in Biograph.

a^.d if he had been equally diligent in Brij,

T 4 fruits
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fruits of his labours occafionally to the public, thefe were ob*
ferved feverally fo to abound with erudition and fagacity, that

he grew by degrees up to the character of being the firfl critic

of his age [tJ. In the mean time he carried matters with fa

high a hand in the government of his college, that in 1709 a

complaint was brought before the bifhop of Ely, as vifitor, againft:

him, by fevcral of the fellows ; who, in order to have him re-

moved from the malterfhip, charged him with embezzling the

college money, and other mifdemeanours. In anfwer to this,

he prefentcd his defence to the bifhop, which was publifhed in

17 10, under the title of the Prefent State of Trinity College,

8vo. : and thus began a lafting quarrel, which, having the nature

of a bellum inteftinum, was carried on, like other civil wars,

with the mod virulent animofity on each fide, till, after above

twenty years continuance, it ended at laft in the doctor's fa-?

vour [uj.

Nor was this the only trial which exercifed his fpjrit, and
procured him triumph over his adverfaries. During the courfe

of the former difpute, he had been promoted to the regius pro-

fciforfhip of divinity ; and George I. on a vifit to the univerfity

in October 1717, having nominated by mandate, as ufual on fuch

occafions, feveral perfons for a doctor's degree in that faculty j our

profeiTor, to whom belonged the ceremony called creation, made
a demand of lour guineas from each perfon as a fee due to this

office, befides a broad piece of gold [x], which had cuftomarily

been received as a prefent, and abfolutely refufed to create any
doiftor without the fee. Hence grew a long and warm difpute,

during which the doctor was firft fufpended from his degrees

by the univerfity, October 3, 1 7 1 8, and then degraded on the

17th of that month ; but on a petition to his majefty for relief

from that fentence, the affair was referred by the council to the

court of king's bench, where the proceedings againft him being-

reverfed, a mandamus was iflued on the 7th of February the

fame year, charging the univerfity to reftore him.

He was happily endued with a natural hardinefs of temperj

which enabled him to ride out both thefe ftorms without any

[t] Befides thofe already mentioned, peared again in 1713, in his Remarks
the pieces which he puMifhed within the upon Collins's difcourfe of free thinking,

period intimated in the text are, I. A col- for which, June 15, 1714, he received the

ledion of the fragments of Callimachus, public thanks of the univerfity. 5. His
with notes, printed in 1697, by Graevius, edition of Horace, which is reckoned his

in his edition ot that poet's works. 2. Notes capital work> came out in. 1 7 1 1

.

upon the firft comedies of Ariftophanes, [u] There is a large account of this

publifhed at Amfterdam, in 1710. 3. E- difpute, and feveral books wrote in it, in

jnendationes, &c. on the fragments of Me- the Biog. Brit.

jnander and Philemon, printed about the [x] Commonly a Jacobus, worth 25s,

fame time at Rheims. This he fubferibed Thefe, as well as the Carolus's of 23s.

by the feigned name of Phileleuthrus Lip- have been called in, and none coined

flenfis. 4. Under that character he ap- finc«.

I extra*



BENTLEY. tU

extraordinary disturbance, fo that he went $ft as before in tfcff

career of literature ; where he never failed to make a confpicuous

figure The 5th of November, 17 15, he preached a fermon be*

fore the univerfity, which was printed with the title of, A
Sermon upon Popery ; and fome Remarks being publifhed upon
it, the doctor anfwered in a piece intituled, Reflections on the

fcandalous aiperfions caft on the clergy by the author of the

Remarks, &c. This came out in 1717, Svo. He had the pre*

ceding year printed fome account of an edition which he in-

tended to give of the New Teftament in greek ; and having re*

volved the defign in his mind for the fpace of four years, in 1721

he ifiued propofals for printing it by fubfeription, together with

the latin verfion of St. Jerom, to which a fpecimen of the whole

was annexed [yj. Thefe were attacked warmly by Dr. Conyevs

Middleton, who had been a fellow of his college, and was from

the firft, and all along continued to be, a principal leader among
his antagonists there. Some pieces were written upon the oc-

cafion : the refult of which was, that the defign was dropped.

In 1726 came out, in 410. his Terence with notes, and a fchedl-

afma concerning the metre and accents of that writer. This

was reprinted the following year at Amfterdam, with fome cor-

rections and additions by our author, who alfo annexed thereto

a beautiful edition, with notes, of Phxdrus's Fables in latin.

The lad piece which employed the doctor's critical talents was
Milton's Paradiie Loft, a new edition of which he gave the

public in 1732, 4to. with notes and emendations : but though

fome of thofe exhibited ftrong proofs of his mafterly genius, yet

in the main here was a great falling off, fuch as evidently dif-

covered that he was now declining apace. Indeed he grew ap-

parently fenfible of his decay ; and though he continued on this

iide the grave ten years longer, yet he languifhed the remainder

of his days a miles emeritus, feeble and inactive to his death,

which happened July 14, 1742, at the age of fourfcore years.

He died in his lodge at Trinity college, Cambridge, and was
buried in that chapel, to which he had been a confiderable bene-

factor [z]. His literary character is known in all parts of Eu-
rope, v/herever learning is known. In his private character he was
hearty, fmcere and warm in his friendihip, an affectionately ten-

der hufband, and a good father ; he loved hofpitality and refpect,

maintained the dignity and munificence of the ancient abbots

in houfe-keeping at his lodge, which he beautified with (lately

fafh windows and marble chimney-pieces j and in converfation

he tempered the feverity of the critic with a peculiar (train of
vivacity and pleafantry.

[v] The propofals are printed at length &c. not long after h« bbrtitirg the maf-
jri the Biograph. Brit. ttrihip.

[zj He gave 200I. towards repairing it,

By
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By his wife, who was an excellent woman, and died before

flrim ia 1740, he had three children •, a fori called after his own
name, and two daughters, Elizabeth and Joanna. His fon was
bred under his own tuition at Trinity college, where he was
chofen a Fellow, and fucceeded his father in the library-keeper's

placeat St. James's, but refigned it in 1745. His elcieft daughter

Elizabeth wa6 married about the year 1727, to fir Humphry
Ridge, elded fen to a Mr. Ridge, brewer to the navy at Portf-

mouth, a gentleman of an ample fortune. The youngell, Joanna,

efpoufed not long after the eldefl fon of Dr. Richard Cumber-
land, the bifhop of Peterborough-, the firft iffue of which match

is now a diftinguiftied ornament to the republic of letters.

BENTLEY (Thomas, efq.), his nephew, was the author of

the Wifhes, a comedy, which appeared at Drury-lane in the

fummer of 1761, and was revived in i/82; but the piece, as it

was fuppofed, having fome tendency to party fatire, was con-

demned, and withdrawn from the Rage by the author. He
wrote alio Philodamus, a tragedy, 1767 ; arid Patriotifm, a fe-

vere fatirical poem, preferred in Diiiy's Repository. He died

fomewhere about 1782.

BENYOWSKY (Count Mauritius Augustus de), Mag-
nate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Poland, was born in

the year 174:, at Verbowa, the hereditary lordfhip of his fa-

mily, fituated in the county of Nittria, in Hungary. The
early part of his life was employed in the courfe ot education

which the court of Vienna affords to fuch of its vaffals as

are of illuitrious families ; and upon his attaining the age of

fourteen years, he fixed on the profeihon of arms. He was ac-

cordingly received into the regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality

of lieutenant ; and joining the imperial army, then in the field

againft the king of Pruflla, was prefent at the battles of Lowofitz,

Prague, Schweidnitz, and Darmftadt. Soon after this period,

1758, he quitted the imperial fervice and haftened into Lithu-

ania, at the inRance of his uncle the RaroR of Benyowfky, and

fucceeded as his heir to the pofTefiion of his eftates. The tran-

quillity, however, which he now enjoyed was interrupted by in-

telligence of the fudden death of his father, and that his bro-

thers-in-law had taken poflef&on of his inheritance. Thefe cir-

cumRances demanding his immediate prefence in Hungary, he

quitted Lithuania with the fole view of obtaining pofTefiion of

the property of his family : but on his arrival he found the

whole in the hands of his brothers-in-law, who, by force, op-

posed his entrance into his own caRle. Attending in this con-

jBtmtlure to the juRice of his caufe and the dictates of his vi-

vacity, he repaired to Kruflava, a lordfhip dependant on the

caltle of Verbowa, where, after having caufed himfelf to be ac-

knowledged by his vaffals, and being allured, of their fidelity, he

armed
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armed them, and by their afliftance gained pofTeffion of all his '

effects ; but his brothers, thus defeated of their ufurpation, re-

presented him at the court of Vienna as a rebel and difturber of

the public peace; and, in confequence of this falfe information,

the emprefs queen iffued a decree in chancery againfl the count,

by which he was not only deprived of his property, but com-
pelled to withdraw with the utmoft expedition into Poland. This
expulfion from his native country, joined to the active difpofi-

tionof his mind, made him determine to travel; but after taking

feveral voyages to Hamburgh, Amfterdam, and Plymouth, with

intention to apply himfelf to navigation, he received feveral letters

from the magnates and fenators of Poland, which induced him
to repair to Warfaw, where he joined the confederation then

forming, and entered into an obligation, upon oath, not to ac-

knowledge the king, until the confederation, as the only lawful

tribunal of the republic, fhould have declared him lawfully

elected ; to oppofe the Ruffians by force of arms; and not to

forfake the colours of the confederation fo long as the Ruffians

fhould remain in Poland. Leaving Warfaw, in the month of
December, he attempted to make his rights known at the court

of Vienna ; but difappointed in this endeavour, and deprived of

all hope of juftice, he refolved to quit forever the dominions

of the houfe of Auftria. On his return to Poland, he was at-

tacked, during his
j

hrough the county of Zips, with a

violent fever ; and being received into the houfe of Mr. Henlky,
a gentleman of diitinction, he became enamoured of one of his

three daughters, with whom he fcon after had the pleafure to

be united by marriage ; but it was not his fate to continue long

in podemon of happinefs or repofe. The confederate flares

of Poland, a party of whom had declared themfelves at Cracow,
pbferving that the count was one of the lirft who had figned

their union at Warfaw, v. rote to him to join them ; and, com-
pelled by the ilrong tie of the oath he had taken, he departed

without informing his wife, and arrived at Cracow on the very

day count Panin made the affauit. He was received with open
arms by marfhai Czarnefky, and immediately appointed co'onel

general, commander of cavalry, and quarter-mafter-general. On
the 6th of July 1768, he was detached to Naviuig to conduct a

polifh regiment to Cracow, and he not only brought the whole
regiment, compofed of fix hundred men, through the, camp of

the enemy before the town, but foon after\j%ards defeated a body
of Ruffians at Kremenka j reduced Landfcroen, which prince

Lubomirfky, who had joined the confederacy with two thoufand

regular troops, had attempted in vain ; and, by his great gal-

lantry and addrefs, contrived the means of introducing fupplies

into Cracow when befieged by the Ruffians : but the count,

having loft above fixteen hundred men in affording this aflift-

c> «mce
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ance to tlie town, was obliged to make a precipitate retreat the

moment he had effected his purpofe ; and being purfued by the

ruffian cavalry, compofedof cofl'acks and huflars, he had the mif-

fortune to have his horfe killed under him, and fell at laft, after

receiving two wounds, into the hands of the enemy. Apraxin,

the ruffian general, being informed of the fuccefsful manoeuvre
of the count, was imprefled with a very high opinion of him, and
propofed to him to enter into the ruffian fervice •, but rejecting

the overtures with difdain, he was only faved from being fent

to Kiovia with the other prifoners by the interpofition of his

friends, who paid 962 1. fterling for his ranfom. Thus fet at

liberty, he confidered himfelf as releafed from the parole which
he had given to the Ruffians ; and again entering the town of

Cracow, he was received with the molt perfect fatisfaction by
the whole confederacy. The town being no longer tenable, it

became an object of the utmoft confequence to fecure another

place of retreat ; and the count, upon his own propofal and re-

queft, was appointed to feize the caftle of Lublau, fituated on
the frontier of Hungary : but after vifiting the commanding
officer of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive of the lead dan-

ger, and engaging more than one half of the garrifon by oath

in the interefis of the confederation, an inferior officer, who
was difpatched to affift him, indifcreetly divulged the defign,

and the count was feized and carried into the fortrefs of Geor-
genburgh, and fent from thence to general Apraxin. On his

way to that general, however, he was refcued by a party of con-

federates, and returned to Lublin, a town where the reft of the

confederation of Cracow had appointed to meet, in order to join

thofe of Bar, from which time he performed a variety of gallant

actions, and underwent great viciffitudes of fortune. On the 19th

of May, the ruffian colonel judging that the count was march-
ing towards Stry to join the confederate parties at Sauok, like-

wife flattened his march, and arrived thither half a day before

the count, whofe forces were weakened by fatigue and hunger.

In this ftate he was attacked about noon by colonel Brincken,

at the head of four thoufand men. The count was at firft com-
pelled to give way ; but, on the arrival of his cannon, he, in

his turn, forced the colonel to retire, who at laft quitted the

field and retreated towards Stry. The advantage of the victory

ferved only to augment the mifery of the count, who in this

fingle action had three hundred wounded and two hundred and
fixty-eight flain, and who had no other profpect before him
than either to perifli by hunger with his troops in the foreft, or

to expofe himfelf to be cut to pieces by the enemy. On the morn-
ing of the 20th, however, the count, by the advice of his of-

ficers and troops, refumed his march, and arrived about ten

i/clock at tlie village of Szuka, where, being obliged to halt for

refreih-
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refrethment, he was furprifed by a party of coflacks, and had
only time to quit the village and form his troops in order of

battle on the plain, before he was attacked by the enemy's ca-

valry, and foon after by trfeir infantry, fupported by feveral

pieces of cannon, which caufcd the greateft deftruction among
the forces of the count. At length, in the heat of combat, the

count, having received two wounds with a fabre, was wounded
in the body by the (hot of a cannon loaded with old iron and
other deflruclive rubbifh. His fate decided that of his party ;

and the Ruihans had at lad the fatisfadtion of feeing him their

prifoner. The count was fent to the commander in chief of the

ruffian armies, then encamped at Tampool, a man equally cruel

and bafe, who, contrary to every fentiment of humanity, infult-

ing the misfortunes of his prifoner, not only forbade the furgeona

to drefs his wounds, but, after reducing him to bread and water,

loaded him with chains, and in that flate tranfported him to

Kiow. On his arrival at Polene, his neglected wound had fo

far endangered his life, that his conductor was induced to apply-

to colonel Sirkow, the commanding officer at that place, and he
was fent to the hofpital, where he was cured of his wounds by a

french furgeon of the name of Blanchard, and afterwards lodged

in the town, with an advance of fifty roubles for his fubfiftence.

Upon the arrival, however, of brigadier Bannia, who relieved

colonel Sirkow in his command, and who had a flrong pre-

judice againft the count, he was again loaded with chains, and
conducted to the dungeon with the reft of the prifoners, to

whom this inhuman tyrant allowed no other fubfiftence than

bread and water. Upon his entrance he recognized feveral officers

and foldiers who had ferved under him ; and their demonftration

of efteem and friendfhip was the only confolation he received in

his diftrefled fituation. Twenty-two days were thus confumed
in a fubterraneous prifon, together with eighty of his compa-
nions, without light, and even without air, except what was
admitted through an aperture which communicated with the

cafements. Thefe unhappy wretches were not permitted to go
out even on their natural occafions, which produced fuch an in-

fection, that thirty-five of them died in eighteen or twenty days ;

and fuch were the inhumanity and barbarity of the commander,
that he fullered the dead to remain and putrefy among the living.

On the 1 6th of July the prifon was opened, and one hundred
and forty-eight prifoners, who had furvived out of feven hun-
dred and eighty-two, were driven, under every fpecies of cruelty

that can be well imagined, from Polene to Kiow, where the

ftrength of the count's conftitution, which had hitherto enabled

him to refill fuch an accumulation of hardfhips and fatigue, at

length gave way, and he was attacked with a malignant fever,

which produced a delirium. The governor, however, count Voi-

cikow,
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cikow, being informed of his quality, ordered that he fh&uld be

feparately lodged in a houfe, and that two roubles a day fhould be

paid him for fubfiftence. This treatment, by enabling the count

to procure proper diet, foon put him in a iair way of recovery ;

but at this criiis an order arrived from Peterfburgh to fend ail

the prifoiiers to Cazan. The count, however, from the fatigued

of the journey, experienced a relapfe, and the officer was obliged

to leave him at Nizym, a town dependant on the government of

Kiow. At this place, a Mr. Lewner, a gefman merchant, in-

terefted himfelf in favour of the count, procured him comfort-

able accommodation, fuperintended the restoration of his health,

and on his departure made him a prefent of two hundred roubles,

which he placed for fafety in the hands of the officer until his ar-

rival at Cazan, but who had afterwards the effrontery to deny that

he had ever received the money ; and carried his malice fo far,

that he accufed the count of attempting to raife a revolt among
the prifoners, and caufed him to be loaded with chains and com-
mitted to the prifon of Cazan, from which he was not delivered

but at the preffing inftances of marfhal Czarnefky Potockzy and
the young Palanzky. On his deliverance from prifon, he was
lodged at the houfe of a goldfmith, of the name of Vendifchow,

a native of Sweden •, and being invited to dine with a man of

quality in the place, he was follicited, and confented to join

in a confederacy agamft the government. But on the 6th of

November 1769, on a quarrel happening between two ruffian

lords, one of them informed the governor that the prifoners, in

concert with the Tartars, meditated a defign againft his perfon

and the garrifon. This apoftate lord accufed the count, in order

to fave his friends and countrymen, and on the ;th, at eleven

at night, the count, not fufpecling any fuch event, heard a

knocking at his door. He came down, entirely undreiTed, with

a candle in his hand, to enquire the caufe ; and, upon opening

his door, was furprifed to fee an officer with twenty foldiers,

who demanded if the prifoner was at home. On his replying

in the affirmative, the officer matched the candle out of his

hand, and, ordering his men to follow him, went nattily up to

the count's apartment. The count immediately took advantage

of his miftake, quitted his houfe ; and, after apprifing fome of

the confederates that their plot was difeovcred, he made his

efeape, and arrived at Peterfburgh on the J qth of November,
where he engaged with a dutch captain to take him to Holland.

The captain, however, inftead of taking him on board the en-

fuirig morning, purfuant to his promife, appointed him to meet

on the bridge over the Neva at midnight, and there betrayed

him to twenty ruffian foldiers collected for the purpofe, who
feized him, knocked him down, and carried him to count Cfec-

fcrin, lieutenant-general of the police. The count was com eyed

to
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fo the fort of St. Peter and St. Paul, confined in a fubterraneous

dungeon, and after three days fait prefented with a morfel of

bread and a pitcher of water ; but, on the 22d of November j 76c),

he at length, in hopes of procuring his difcharge, was induced

to fign a paper, promifing for ever to quit the dominions of her

imperial majefty, and obliging himfelf under pain of death not

to enter them again on any pretext whatever.

The count having figned the engagement in the manner already

defcribed, inftead of being fet at liberty, as he expected, was re-

conducted to his prifon, and there confined till 4th December

1769, when, about two hours after midnight, an officer with

feven foldiers came to him ; and, giving orders that they Ihould

take off his chains, and clothe him with a fheep-fkin garment, he

was conducted into the court of the prifon, thrown upon a fledge

to which two horfes were harnefled, and immediately driven

away v/ith the greateft fwiftnefs. The darknefs of the night

prevented the count from difcerning the objects around him

;

but the continual noife of bells, which refounded from a variety

of places, induced him to fuppofe that he was followed by feve-

ral fledges conftrucred for the purpofe of palling the frozen

plains over which he was now deltined to go. On the ap-

proach of day-light he perceived that major Wynblath, Vaffilt

Panow, Hippolitus Stephanow, Afaph Baturin, ivan Sopronow,

and feveral ether priforters, were the companions of his misfor-

tunes ; and after fuffering, from the unexampled brutality of

their conductor, a feries of hardfhips, equally difficult and pain-

ful to relate, in paffing through Tobolzk the capital of Siberia,

the city of Tara, the town and river of Tomfky, the villages of

Jakutzk and Judoma, they embarked in the harbour of Ochoczk,

on the 26th October 1770, and arrived at Kamfchatka on the 3d
December following. The enfuing day they were conducted

before Mr. Niiow the governor ; and the following orders and

regulations which were made will afford feme faint idea of the

treatment which unfortunate exiles meet with, in this dreary,

diftant, and inhofpitable region of the globe.— ill, That they

ihould b; fet at liberty on the following day, and provided with,

fubfiftence for fc*.ree days, after which they muft depend upon
themfelves for their maintenance. 2dly, That each perfon mould,

receive from the chancery a mufque'tand a lance, with one pound
of powder, four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral knives and
other instruments, and carpenters tools, with which they might

build cabins in any fituations they chofe, at the diftance of one
league from the town ; but that they fhould be bound to pay in

furs, during the firft year, each one hundred roubles, in return

for thefe advantages. 3dly, That every one mull work at the

corvee, one day in the week, for the fervice of government, and

not abfent themfelves from their huts for twenty-fcur hours,

without
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without the governor's permiffion. 4thly, That each exile fhoulct

bring to the chancery fix fables Ikins, fifty rabbits lkins, two
foxes (kins, and twenty-four ermines, every yenr. 5 chly, That no
exile could pollefs property ; and that the foldiers of the garrifon

may enter their huts and carry away whatever they pleafed.

<5thly, That if an exile fhould be fo raih, upon any provocation,

to itrike a citizen or foldier, he fhall be ftarved to death,

ythly, That their lives being granted to them for no other pur-

pofe than to implore the mercy of God, and the remiilion pf their

iins, they could be employed only in the meaneft works to gain,

their daily fubfiftence. Under thefe regulations the exiles fet-

tled the places of their habitations, built miferable huts to fhel-

ter themfelves from the inclemency of the weather, formed
themfelves into a congrefs ; and after choofing the count de Be-
nyowfky their chief or captain, in order to rivet their union, they

fwore with great folemnity mutual friendfhip and eternal fide-

lity. Among the number of unhappy wretches who had long

groaned under the miferies of baniihment, was a Mr. Cruftiew,

who had acquired confidcrable afcendancy over his fellow-fuf-

ferers ; and to obtain the particular confidence and eiteem of

this man was the firft object of the count's attention ; in which,

with the talent he fo fingularly poilefTed of agitating and impel-

ling the minds of others, it is almoft unneceflary to lay that he

foon fucceeded. The pains and perils incident to the fituation

to which thefe men were reduced, were borne for fome time in

murmuring fufferance, until the accidental finding an old copy

of Anfon's Voyage infpired them with an idea of making an ef-

cape from Kamfchatka to the Marian I Hands} and the count,

Mr. Panow, Baturin, Stephanow, Solmanow, majors Wynblath,
Cruftiew, and one Wafili, an old and faithful fervant of the

count's, who had followed his mailer into exile, formed a con-

federacy for this purpofe. While thefe tranfaciions were fe-

cretly paffing, the fame of count Benyowfky's rank and abilities

reached the ear of the governor ; and as he fpoke feveral lan-

guages, he was after fome time admitted familiarly into the houfe

of the governor, and at length appointed to fuperintend the edu-

cation of his fon and his three daughters. *' One day," fays the

Count, " while I was exercifing my office of language-mailer,

the youngell of the three daughters, whofe name was Apha-
nafia, who was fixteen years of age, propokd many queitions

concerning my thoughts in my prefent fituation, which con-

vinced me that her father had given them fome information con-

cerning my birth and misfortunes. 1 therefore gave them an ac-*

count of my adventures, at which my fcholars appeared to be

highly affected, but the youngell wept very much, She was a

beautiful girl, and her fenfibility created much emotion in my
mind— but, alas, I was an exile !" The merits of the count

ho wove*'
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however foon furmountcd the difadvantages of his fituation, in
the generous mind of mifs Nilow, and the increafing intimacy
and confidence which he daily gained in the family, joined to
the advantages of a fine perfon and moft insinuating addrefs,
foon converted the feelings of admiration into the flame of love;
and on the nth of January 177', madame Nilow the mother
confented that her daughter mould do the honours of an enter-

tainment then in contemplation, and be publicly declared his

future fpoufe. But the count, though he had cultivated and ob-
tained the affections of his fair pupil, had acted more from po-
licy than pa/lion, arid, intending to ufe her intereft rather as a
means of effectuating the meditated efcape of himfelf and his

companions, than as any ferious object of matrimonial union,
contrived to fufpend the nuptials, by perfuading the governor
to make an excurfion from Kamfchatka to the neighbouring
iflands, with a view or under pretence of eftablifhing a new co-
lony. During thefe tranfactions the exiles were fecretly at

work ; and in order to conceal their defign from all fufpicion,

Mr. Crulliew and Mr. Panow were on the 30th of March de-
puted to wait on the governor with fivc-and-twenty of their aflb-

ciates, to requeft that he would pleafe to receive the title of
Protector of the new colony ; and the embaffy was not only
favourably received, but orders were given to prepare every
thing that might be neceflary for the execution of the project.

At this crifis however an accident occurred which had nearly

overturned the fuccefs of the fcheme; and as it tends to difcover

the difpofition of the count, we (hail relate it in his own words.
" About ten o'clock this day (ill of April 1771), I received a

meffage from mifs Nilow, that fhe would call on me in the after-

noon, requefting at the fame time that I would be alone, be-
caufe fhe had affairs of importance to communicate. As 1 fup-
pofed the latter part of this meffage to be mere pleafantry, I was
far from expecting any extraordinary information; and my fur-

prife at the event was much greater, as I had not the leaft reafon
to fuppofe ffne had made any difcovery of my intentions. Mifs
Nilow arrived at three in the afternoon 5 her agitation on her
firft appearance convinced me that fhe was exceedingly afflicted.

At fight of me fhe paufed a moment, and foon after burft into

tears, and threw herfelf into my arms, crying out, that fhe was
unfortunate and forfaken. Her fighs and tears were fo extreme,
that it was more than a quarter of an hour before I could obtain
a connected fentence. I was extremely affected at her fituation,

and ufed every expedient to calm her mind ; but this was ex-
tremely difficult, becaufe I was entirely ignorant of the reafon of
her affliction.

,

" As foon as fhe became a little compofed, (he begged me to

fhut the door, that no one might interrupt us. I came back, and
Vol. II. TT on
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on my knees entreated her to explain the caufe of her prefent

fituation, which fhe did to the following effect :

" She informed mc that her maid had difcovered to her, that

a certain perfoh, named Ivan Kudrin, one of my aflbciates, had

propofed to her to mare his fortune, and that this indifcreet per-

fon had allured the girl, that he was about to quit Kamfchatka

with me, to make a voyage to Europe, where he hoped to place

her in an agreeable fituation. The maid had firft related the

circumltance to her miftrefs ; but as fhe could never believe me
capable of fuch bale and treacherous behaviour to her, fhe was

defirous of hearing the account heifelf, and had, for that pur-

pofe, perfuaded the fervant to appoint a meeting with Kudrin,

in order to queftion him more amply, while fhe herfelf might

hear the whole, by being concealed behind a curtain. Tn this

manner, fhe laid, fhe became convinced of her unhappinefs and

my treachery, and that fhe would have fpared me the confufion

of hearing this, if, from a conviction that fhe could not live after

fuch an affront, fhe had not been defirous of bidding me a lail

farewell.

" On finifhing thefe words fhe fainted ; and though I war.

exceedingly alarmed and diilreffed on the occafion, yet I did not

fail to arrange a plan in my mind, during the interval of her in-

fenfibility. When this amiable young lady recovered, (he afked

if fhe might give credit to what fhe had heard. I then threw my-
felf at her feet, and entreated her to hear me calmly, and judge

whether I was to blame or not. She promifed flie would, and I

ad dre fifed her in the following terms :

" You may recollect, ray dear friend, the account I gave you

of my birth, and the rank I held in Europe : I remember the tears

you fhed on that occafion. 'J he misfortune of being exiled to

Kamfchatka, would long fince have compelled me to deliver Ihy-

felf from tyranny by death, if your acquaintance and attachment

had not preferred me. I have lived for you, and if you could

read my heart, I am fure I fnculd have your pity ; for the pof-

fefiion of your perfon is become as neceffary to my exiflence as

liberty itfelf. 1 he liberty I fpeak of, is not that which your

worthy father has given me, but implies the poffeliion of my
eftate and rank. I have hoped for the poffefiion of your perfon,

with a view of rendering you happy, in the participation of my
fortune and dignity. Thefe views cannot be accomplished at

Kamfchatka. What rank can I beftow on my love but that of

an exile ? The favours of your worthy father may be of the

fhortelt duration. His fuccellcr may foon recall his ordinances,

and plunge me again into that irate of fuffering and contempt,

from which 1 was delivered for a fliort moment. Reprefent to

yourfelf, my deareit friend, the affliction and defpair that would

overwhelm my foul, when I beheld you a fharer in my pun and
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difgrace ; for you well know, that all the Ruffians efteem the'

exiles as dishonoured perfons. You have forced me to this de-
claration of my intentions, in which I have been guided by the
attachment and fincerity of my heart. I deferred the commu-
nication to you, but I fwear that fuch was my.refolution."

—

" Why then," interrupted fhe, " did you conceal your intention
from me, who am ready to follow you to the fartheft limits of
the univerfe ?"—This ailurance encouraged me to proceed, and
engage this charming young lady in my interefts. I told her*
therefore, that I was prevented only by the fear left fhe mould
refufe my propofals on account of her attachment to her pa-
rents ; but that, as I now had nothing to fear in that refpecf., I

could inform her, that my intention being to leave Karnfchatka,
I had determined to carry her off; and in order to convince her,

I was ready to call Mr. Cruftiew, who would confirm the truth.

On this affurance (he embraced me, and entreated me to forgive

her want of confidence, at the fame time that fhe declared her
readinefs to accompany me.

" This degree of confidential intercourfe being eftablifhed, I

perfuaded her to difmifs every fear from her mind. Many were
the trials I made of her refolution, and the event convinced me
that (he was perfectly determined to follow my fortunes. The
fecret being thus fecure, by her promife to keep it inviolably, I

had no other uneafinefs remaining but what arofe from the

communication having been made to her fervant. 1 mentioned
my fears to mils Niiow, who removed them, by alluring me that

her fervant was too much attached to her to betray her fecret;

and had, befides, an affection for Kudrin, fo that the could an-
fwer for her difcretion. Thus agreeably ended our converfation,

though the commencement was rather tragical ; audi received

the vows of attachment and fidelity from an artlefs and innocent
mind."
On the 23d of April 1771, however, " Mifs Aphanafia,"

fays the count, " came to me incognito. She informed me that

her mother was in tears, and her father had talked with her in

a manner which gave reafon to fear that he fuipccled our plot.

She conjured me to be careful, and not to come to the fort if

fent for. She expreiTed her fears, that it would not be in her

power to come to me again, but promifed fhe would in that

cafe fend her fervant; and (he entreated me at all events, if I

flioukl be compelled to ufe force againft government, I would
be careful of the life of her father, and not endanger my own.
I tenderly embraced this charming young lady, and thanked her

for the interelt fire took in my preservation ; and as it appeared

important that her abfence mould not be difcovered, I begged
her to return and recommend the iflue of our intentions to good
fortune, Before her departure, I reminded her to look .minutely

U 2 - after
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after her father, and to fend me a red ribhand in cafe govern-

ment fliould determine to arreft or attack me •, and, in the fe-

cond place, that at the moment of an alarm, (lie would open

the fhutter of her window which looked to the garden, and caufe

a Hedge to be laid over the ditch on that fide. She promifed

to comply with my inftruclions, and confirmed her promifes

with vows and tears."

The apprehenlions of this faithful girl for the fafety of the

man fhe loved, were far from being without foundation •, and

on the 26th of April fhe fent the count two red ribbands, to

fignify the double danger to which fhe perceived he was ex-

pofed. The count, however, coolly prepared to brave the im-

pending florm ; and gave orders to the leaders of his aflbciates,

amounting in all to 59 perfons, to place themfelves at the

head of their divifions, and ftation themfelves round his houfe,

in readinefs to act in the night, in cafe an attack mould be made
by the coflacks of the town, and foldiers of the garrifon, who,

it was rumoured, were bufied in preparing their arms. At five

o'clock in the evening, a corporal, with four grenadiers, flopped

at the count's door, demanding admittance in the name of the

emprefs, and ordered him to follow the guard to the fort. The
count however propofed, from a window, to the corporal, that

he mould enter alone, and drink a glafs of wine ; but on his

being admitted the door was inftantly ihut upon him, and four

piftols clapped to his bread ; by the terror of which he was
made to dilclofe every thing that was tranfacling at the fort,

and at length obliged to call the four grenadiers feparately into

the houfe, under pretence of drinking, when they were all five

bound together, and deposited fafely in the cellar.

This meafure was, of courfe, the fignal of ref.ft.ance, and

the count marfhaliing his aflbciates, who had fecretly furnifhed

themfelves with arms and ammunition by the treachery of the

More-keepers, iflued forth from the houfe to oppofe, with greater

advantage, another detachment who had been fent; to arreil him.

After levelling feveral foldiers to the ground, the count, by

the mifmanagement of their commander, feized their cannon,

turned them with fuecefs agaiuft the fort itlelf, and, entering

by means of the drawbridge, difpatched the twelve remaining

guards who were then within it. " Madame Nilow and her

children," fays the count, " at fight of me implored my pro-

ion to fave their father- and hufband. I immediately haitened

to his apartment, ami begged him to go to his children's room
to preferve his life ; but he anfwered that he would fir ft take

mine, rnd inftantly fired a piftol, which wounded me. I was

defirous neverthelefs of preferring him, and continued to repre-

feftt that all refiftance would be afelefs, for which reafon 1 en-

treated him to retire. f,ia wife and children threw themfelves

on
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«n their knees, but nothing would avail : he flew upon me,
feized me by the throat, and left me no cither alternative than

either to give up my own life, or run my fword through his

body. At this period the petard, by which my afibciates at-

tempted to make a breach, exploded, and burft the outer gate.

The lecond was open ; and 1 faw Mr. Panow enter at the head
of a party. He entreated the governor to let me go ; but not being

able to prevail on him, he fet me at liberty, by fplitting his fkull."

The count by this event became complete mailer of the fort,

and by the cannon and ammunition which . he found on the

rampart, was enabled, with the ready and active affiftance of

his now iucreafed afibciates, to repel the attack which was
made upon him by the cofiacks ; but flight, not refiftance, was
the ultimate object of this bold commander; and in order to

obtain this opportunity, he difpatched a drum and a woman as

a fign of parley to the cofiacks, who had quitted the town and
retired to the heights with a refolution to inveft the fort and
•ftarve the insurgents, informing them of his refolution to fend

a detachment of afibciates into the town to drive all the women
and children into the church, and there to burn them all to death,

unlefs they laid down their arms. While this embafiy was fent,

preparation was made for carrying the threat it contained into

immediate execution ; but by fubmitting to the propofal, the

execution of this horrid meafure was rendered unnecellary ; and
the count not only received into the fort fifty-two of the principal

inhabitants of the town, as hoftages for the fidelity of the reft, but

procured the archbifhop to preach a fermon in the church in fa-

vour of the revolution. The count was now complete governor

of Kamfehatka •, and having time, without danger, to prepare

everything necefTaryfor the intended departure, he amufedhim-
felf with ranfacking the archives of the town, where he found
feveral manufcripts of voyages made to the eaftward of Kam-
fehatka. The count alfo, " to profit by the leifure-time he en-

joyed, and to divert difagreeable reflections," was led to form a

chart, with details refpetling Siberia and the fea-coaft of Kam-
fehatka, and a defcription of the Kurelles and Aleuthes iflands.

This chart has not furvived the fate of its compofer.

We are now to behold him, not in the character of a defign-

ing captive meditating fchemes for the attainment of his liberty,

but in that of an intrepid commander, at the head of a troop of

obedient followers, boldly feeking their vagrant fortunes as fate

or fancy pointed out the way. The conipirators, previous to

their hoftilities againft the governor, had prudently fecured a

corvette of the name of St. Peter and St. Paul, which then

rode at anchor in the port of Bolfha, and their fubfequent fuc-

cefs afforded them the means of providing her with fuch ftores

as were neceflarv for the intended voyage.

U 3 On
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On the nth of A4ay 177 t, the count, as commander in

chief, attended by Mr. Cruftiew as fecond, by fixteen of his

fellow-captives as quarter-guards, and by fifty-feven foremaft

men, together with twelve paffengers and nine women, among
whom was the lovely Aphanafia, difguifed in failor's apparel,

went on board this veiTel ; and on the next day weighed anchor,

and failed out of the harbour on a fouthern courfe, intending to

continue their voyage to China.

On the 20th of May, the count and his companions anchored
their vefTel in a bay on the coaft of Beering's illand, where they

found the celebrated captain Ochotyn and his followers -, who
had alio efcaped from exile in Siberia, and were wandering in

fearch of that fettlement which, from their reftlefs difpofitions,

they were doomed never to find.

The count however was not to be detained by the blandifh-

ments of friendship ; he departed from this ifland, and arrived,

after experiencing many hardfhips and dangers at fea, at the

harbour of Ufilpatchar in Japan on the 2d of Auguft ; from
whence, not meeting with a very friendly reception, he again

immediately fet fail, and arrived on Sunday the 28th of Auguft

at the ifland of Formofa. The -inhabitants of Formofa at rirft

appeared inclined to treat him with refpe£l and civility, particu-

larly don Hieronymo Pacbeco, formerly captain at the port of

Cavith at Manilla, who had fled from that employment to the

ifland of Formofa, in confequence of his having in a moment
of rage mallacred his wife and a dominican whom he had found
in her company : but thefe profeffions were foon found to be

deceitful ; for on fending his men on fhore to fetch water,

they were attacked by a party of twenty Indians, many of them
dangeroufly wounded, and Mr. Panow, the count's moil faithful

friend, killed. Don Hieronymo, however, contrived to excul-

pate hitnfelf from any knowledge of, or concern in this treachery,

and to adviie the count to feek revenge by a conqueft of the ifland •,

but he contented hirnfelf with provoking the natives to a fecond

attack, and repulfing them vi ith confiderable flaughter. His

men, however
I on going in queft of the Indians, in order

to make them feel their further vengeance. The remonftrances

of the count were to no effe£l, and at length, complying with
their defires, he requefted don Hieronymo to guide them to-

wards the principal reiiden.ee of the nation who had given him
fo bad a reception, where, after a fhort and unequal conflict:,

he killed eleven hundred and fifty- fix, took fix hundred and
forty-three prifoners, who had proftrated themfelves on the

ground to beg- for mercy from their aiTailants, and fet fire to their

town. 'I he prince of the countr ruling this maflacre

of his fubjeels, v/as introduced to the count by hisfpanifh friend,

and a cordiah. lace between them to fuch a
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degree, that the count entered into a formal treaty for returning

and fettling at Formofa ; but his fecret motives for making this

engagement appear to have been, the execution of a project he

had hlenrly conceived of eftablifhing a colony on the ifland.

On Monday the ] 2th of September the count and his afTo-

ciates failed from Formofa ; on the Thurfday following the coaft

of China appeared in fight : and two days afterwards his veffel

was piloted into the port of Macao. At this place he was tr

with great refpect by the governor and the principal men of the

town; and on the 3d of October 1771, captain Gore, then in

the fervice of the Englifh Eaft-India company, made an offer of

fervices to him on the part of the directors, and a free paflage to

Europe, provided he would bind himfelf to entruft his manu-
scripts to the company, engage to enter into their fervice, and

make no communication of the difcoveries he had made. But

having accepted propofals from the french defectors, the offers

of captain Gore were rejected, and the count foon afterwards

returned from Macao to Europe on board a french fnip.

He arrived on the 8th of Auguft 1772 in Champagne, where

the duke d'Aiguillon, the miniiler of France, then was ;
<c and

he received me," fays the count, " with cordiality and diftinc-

tion, and propofed to me to enter the fervice of his mailer,

with the offer of a regiment of infantry ; which I accepted, on
condition that his majefty would be pleafed to employ me in

forming eftablifhments beyond the Cape." In confequence of

this condition, the duke his patron propofed to him from his

majefty to form an eftablifhment on the ifland of Madagafcar^

upon the fame footing as he had propofed upon the ifland of

Formofa, the whole fcheme of which is publifhed in his memoirs

of his own life, and difcovers vaft knowledge of the interests of

commerce, and a deep infight into the characters of men.

To a romantic mind and adventurous fpirit fuch as the count

poffeffed, a propofal like the prefent was irrefiftible •, and after

receiving the molt pofitive affurances from the french miniftry,

that he mould constantly receive from them the regular fup]

neceffary to promote the fuccefs of his undertaking, he i'i:t fail

on the 22d of March 1773 from Port L'Orient for Madagafcar,

under the treacherous aivfpices of recommendatory tetters to

Mr. De Ternay, governor of the ifle of Fr ere he landed

with a company of between four and five hundred men on the

22d of September following. Ihftead however of receiving the

pvomifed affiiiance at this place, the governor endeavoured by

every means in his power to thwart the fuccefs of his enter-

prife ; and " no other ilep," fays the count, " remained for me
to take, than that of haflening my departure for Madagafcar, at

the rifque of being expofed to the laft mifery, and abandoned

in the move cruel maimer." The count accordingly fee fail in

U 4 the
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y provided with thofe ftores that

were mod likely to be of ufe, and came to an anchor at Mada-
gafear on the 14th of February 1774. The oppofitlon which he
met from the feveral nations placed him in a delicate and dan-
gerous fituation ; but by the fpirit and addrefs that marked every
action of his life, he at length, with great difficulty, formed an
eftablifhment on Foul Point, entered into a commercial inter-

courfe, and formed treaties of friendfbip and alliance with the

greater part of the inhabitants of this extenfive ifland ;
" and if

I had not been," fays the count, " totally abandoned by the

minifter, which was the fource of the difeafes, miferies, and
mortality to which myfelf and my people were expofed, the

j Hand of Madagafcar, in alliance with France, would have
formed a power capable of fupporting her colonies in the ifles

of France and Bourbon, and defending her eftablifhments in

India, as well as fecuring new branches of commerce to that

kingdom, which would have carried immenfe fums into the

royal treafury." But whether the count, whofe commiffion only

extended to open a friendly intercourfe with the natives, was
abandoned by the minifter from the cruelty of neglect, whilft

he was in the regular execution of the commands of his fo-

vereign, or becaufe his exorbitant fpirit and ambition began to

foar to more than an ordinary pitch of power and greatnefs, the

following curious and extraordinary narrative of his fubfequent
conduct: will mauifeftly fhew.

The ifland of Madagafcar, as is well known, is of vaft ex-

tent, and is inhabited by a great variety of different nations.

Among thefe is the nation of Sambavines, formerly governed by
a chief of the name and titles of Rohandrian Ampanfacabe
Ramini Larizon ; whofe only child, a lovely daughter, had, it

ieems, been taken prifoner, and fold as a captive ; and from this

circumftance, upon rhe death of Ramini, his family was fup-

pofed to be extinct,

" On the 2d of Februarv," fays the count, " M. Corbi, one
of my mo ft confidential officers, with the interpreter, informed
me, that the old negrefs Sufanna, whom I had brought from the

iile of France, and who in her early youth had been fold to the

french, and had lived upwards of fifty years at the ifle of France,

had reported, that her companion the daughter of Ramini,
having likewife been made a prifoner, was fold to foreigners,

and that fbe had certain marks that I was her fon. This officer

likewife reprefented to me, that in confequence of her report

the Sambarine nation had held feveral Cabars to declare me the

of Ramini, and cenfequently proprietor of the province of

Manahar, and fucceffbr to the title of Ampanfacabe, or fupreme
chief of the nation. This information appeared to me of the

greateft confequence, and I determined to take the advantage

of
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of it, to conduct that brave and generous nation to a civilized

{late. But as I had no perfon to whom T could entruft the

fccret of my mind, I lamented to myfelf at the reflection how
blind the minifter of Verfailles was to the true interefts of France.

On the fame day I interrogated Sufanna on the report (he had

fpread concerning my birth. The good old woman threw her-

felf at my knees, and excufed herfelf by confeiling that fhe had
acted entirely upon a conviction of the truth. For fhe faid

that fhe had known my mother, whofe phyfiognomy refembled

mine, and that {he had herfelf been infpired in a dream by the

Zahanhar to publifh the fecret. Her manner of fpeaking con-

vinced me that fhe really believed what fhe faid. I therefore

embraced her, and told her that I had reafons for keeping the

fecret refpecting my birth ; but that neverthelefs if fhe had any

confidential friends fhe might acquaint them with it. At thefe

words fhe arofe, kiffed my hands, and declared that the Sam-
barine nation was informed of the circumftances, and that the

Rohandrian Rafi'angour waited only for a favourable moment to

acknowledge the blood of Ramini."

The fallacy to which the old woman thus gave evidence,

feeble as the texture of it may appear to enlightened and pene-

trating minds, was managed by the count with fuch profound
dexterity and addrefs, that he was declared the heir of Ramini,
inverted with the fovereignty of the nation, received ambaffa-

dors and formed alliances in the capacity of a king, with other

tribes, made war and peace, led his armies in perfon into the

field, and received fubmiffion from his vanquifhed enemies. In,

this fituation it is not wonderful that he mould forget the al-

legiance he was under to the king of France ; and, representing to

his fubjects the difficulties he had experienced from the neglect

of the minifter, and the probable advantages that might refult

by forming a new and national compact either with that or

fome other powerful kingdom in Europe, he perfuaded them to

permit him to return to Europe for that purpofe ; and " on the

1 ith of October 1776," fays the count, " I took my leave to go
on board : and at this fingle moment of my life 1 experienced

what a heart is capable of fuffering, when torn from a beloved
and affectionate fociety to which it is devoted."

This account concludes his narrative ; but among the me-
moirs and papers which fill the remaining part of the volume,
it appears, that on his arrival in Europe his propofals to the

court of France were rejected ; that he made fubfequent offers

of his fervice to the emperor of Germany, which met with no
better fuccefs ; and that on the 25th of December 1783 he of-

fered, in the character of fovereign of the ifland of Madagafear,
terms for an offenfive and defensive alliance with the king of

Great Britain : but this propofal was alfo declined. The ardour

of
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of the count, however, was not abated by thefe difappointments ;

he looked with contempt on kings who could be fo blind to the

interefts and advantages of their people ; and, fending for his

family from Hungary, he failed from London with fome of his

affociates for Maryland, on the 14th of April 1784, with a cargo

of the value of near 4000I, fterling, confifting it feems of articles

intended for the Madagafcar trade. A refpectable commercial
houfe in Baltimore was induced to join in his fcheme, and fup-

plied him with a fhip of 450 tons, whofe lading was eftimated at

more than ioool. in which he failed from that place on the 25th

of Oct. 1 784, and landed at Antangara on the ifland of Madagaf-
car, on the 7th of July 1785, from whence he departed to An-
gouci, and commenced hoftilities againft the French by feizing

their ftorehoufe. Here he bufied himfelf in erecting a town after

the manner of the country, and from hence he fent a detach-

ment of one hundred men to take poffefhon of the french fac-

tory at Foul Point ; but they were prevented from carrying their

purpofe into execution by the fight of a frigate which was at

anchor off the Point. In confequence of thefe movements, the

governor of the ifle of France fent a fhip with fixty regulars on
board, who landed and attacked the count on the morning of

the 23d of May 1786. He had conftruoled a frnall redoubt de-

fended by two cannon, in which himfelf,.with two europeans

and thirty natives, waited the approach of the enemy. The
blacks fled at the firft fire, and Benyovvfky, having received a

ball in his right breaft, fell behind the parapet ; whence he was
dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes afterwards.

BEOLCO (Angelo), furnamed Ruzzante, was born at Padua,

and died in 1542. lie applied himfelf early in life to ftudy the

manners, gefture, and language of villagers, and copied every

particular that favoured of fimplicity, drollery, and the gro-

tefque. He was the Vade of the Italians. His ruftic farces,

though written in a low and vulgar ftyle, are yet pleafing to

people of education, by the exactitude with which the country-

men are represented, and by the acute witticifms with which
they are feafoned. He preferred being the firft in this fpecies

of composition, to being the fecond in a more elevated line. His
principal pieces are, la Vaccaria, l'Anconitana, la Mofchetta, la

Fiorina, la Piovana, &c 1 hefe were primed with other poems
of the fame kind in 1584 in J2mo, under this title: Tutte 1c

del famofifTimo Ruzzante.

BERAULD (Nicholas), in latin Beraldus, a native of Or-
leans, diftinguifhed himfelf in the early part of the xvith century

in the univerfity of Paris, by his proficiency in the belles-lettres

and the mathematics. lie was preceptor to the admiral Coligny

and his two brothers. lie did not live much beyond the year

1 5 79. Ai ly he could not be in 1571 principal oi

college of Montargis, as the laft editor of Ladvocat has

1 vai «
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vanced : that place was then occupied by Francis Berauld, his

fon, who became a calvinift. By Nicholas Berauld there is an

edition of the works of William, archbifhop of Paris, 15 16, fol.

one of Pliny's natural hiftory, and other works. His virtue in

conjunction with his talents procured him the friendfhip and
efteem of the famous Erafmus, and of feveral other illuftrious

perfonages.

BERENGARIU3 (Jacobus), an eminent furgeon and great

anatomift of Carpo
>
famous for being the firft that cured the lues

venerea with a mercurial ointment, which carried it entirely off

by a falivation ; by which difcovcry he gained both riches and
reputation. He flcurifhed about 1520. The Arabians were the

firft that ufed either crude mercury or a chemical fubiirnate from
it, mixed with lard or other fat or oily fubftances, made into an
ointment, with which they cured the itch, the morphea alba et

nigra, the albaras, and afapha, feveral hundred years before; and
it is probable that he took the hint from them, as Paracelfus af-

terwards ftoie it from him, and got fo much riches and fame,

as made htm fo infolent, as to write an audacious and brutifh

letter to the king of Spain and the pope, when they fent for him
to come to cure fome perfons of great diftinclion at the courts

of Spain and Rome, and he refufed to come ; for which, and for

his drunkennefs, the pope threatened to excommunicate him.

The curious reader is referred to Fracaft. in AphrodiGac. p. 20c.

BERENGER, archdeacon of Angers, and treafurer of St.

Martin de Tours, was famous in the xith century for reviving

what is called the errors of John Scotus, furnamed Erigena, and
which were again renewed fome centuries after by the Sacra-

nientarians. His herefy, as it is called by ecclefiaftics, is no
more than right reafon with philofophers, and ferves to fhew
the opinion of thofe times relating to the real prefence. He
affirmed that what would caufe an indigeftion, if eaten in too

great a quantity, could be nothing but bodily food ; that what
would caufe intoxication, if drank in too large a quantity, was a

real liquor; that thefe things were nothing more than what they

really appeared to be, and that the fecor.d perfon in the Trinity

was only to be eaten and drank by faith alone. What more rea-

fonabie than this ? But Berenger had a great reputation, and
confequently many enemies. The perfon who diftinguifhed him-
felf moil againft him, was Lanfranc a native of Lombard y, born
at Pavia, who was come to France to feck his fortune ; and his

reputation was equal to that of i'crcngcr. He made ufe of the

following arguments to confound him, in his treatife De Corpora
Domini :

u We may fay with truth, that the body of our Lord
in the Eucharift is the fame as that brought forth by the Virgin,

and that it is not the fune, as to the effence and properties of

real nature; and it is not the fame, as to the fpecies of bread

and
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and wine : fo that it is the fame as to the fubftance, and it is not
the fame as to the form.

-

' This admirable reafoning prevailed,

and Lanfranc's opinion was confirmed by the church. Berenger
had reafoned merely as a philofophcr ; but the point in queftion

M'as an article of faith, a myftery which the church confidered as

incomprehenfible, and to which Berenger as a member ought to

have fubmitted his reafon. He was condemned at the council

of Paris in 1050, as a!fo at Rome in 1079, and in feveral other

councils j and he was obliged to pronounce his recantation : but

this being forced, only ferved to confirm him in thofe fentiments.

He therefore died in the fame opinion, which did not at that time

caufe a civil war. In 1088, temporalities alone, fays M. de Vol-
taire, were the grand objects that excited the ambition of man-
kind.

BERENICIUS, a man utterly unknown, who appeared in

Holland in the year 1670. He was thought to be a jefuit, or a

renegade from fome other religious fraternity. He got his bread

by fweeping chimnies and grinding knives. ' He died in a bog,

fuffocated in a fit of drunkennefs. His talents, if th* hiftorians

that mention him are to be credited, were extraordinary. He
verfified with fo much eafe, that he would recite extempore,

and in tolerably good poetry, whatever was faid to him in profe.

He has been feen to tranfiate the flemifh gazettes from that lan-

guage into greek or latin verfe, Handing on one foot. The dead
languages, the living languages, greek,Hatin, french, and italian,

were as familiar to him as his mother tongue. He could repeat

by heart Horace, Virgil, Homer, Ariftophanes, and feveral pieces

of Cicero, of the one and the other Pliny ; and, after reciting

long paffages from them, point out the book and the chapter

from whence they were taken. It is fuppofed that the Geor-
garchoniomachia is by him.

BERETIN (Peter), born atCortona in Tufcany in 1596, at

firft betrayed but little talent for painting •, but his difpofitions

burft forth on a fudden, to the aitonifhment of thofe compa-
nions who had laughed 2t his incapacity. Rome and Florence

fucceffively had him. Alexander VII. created him knight of the

golden fpur. The grand duke Ferdinand II. alfo conferred on
him feveral marks of his efteem. That prince one day admiring

the figure of a child weeping which he had juit painted, he only

gave it one touch of the pencil, and it appeared laughing ; then,

with another touch, he put it in its former ftate :
" Prince," faid

Beretin, " you fee how eafily children laugh and cry." He was
fo laborious, that the gout, with which he was tormented, did not

prevent him from working; but his fedentary life, in conjunction

with his extreme application, 'augmented that cruel difeafe, and

he died of it in [609. His company was amiable, his manners
pure, his nature mild, his heart fenfible to friendfhip. His genius

was
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was unbounded, and required grand fubjects for its employ-
ment. His fmall pictures are of far lefs value than thofe he has

executed on a larger fcale. He threw a fmgular grace into the

airs of his heads, a brilliancy and frefhnefs into his colouring,

and gave a dignity to his ideas ; but his drawing is not always

correct, his draperies not fufficiently regular, and his figures are

fometimes clumfy. Beretin, known alfo under the name of

Pietro di Cortona, was not lefs fuccefsful in architecture.

BERGAMO (James Philip de), an augullin monk, born at

Bergamo in 1434, wrote a Chronicle in latin from the creation

of the world to the year 1503, and a Treatife of Illuftrious Wo-
men.
BERGHEM (Van), was born at Haarlem in 1624, and died

there aged 59. This painter, who nearly attained to univerfal

excellence, having great elegance in his choice, and happinefs

of compofition, was particularly eftimable ; for that notwith-

flanding his freedom of defign in general, his bold grouping, and
great mafles of light and ihade, feem, at firit view, to indicate

rather a hafty execution, yet not the minuted object in his pieces

will be found to difcover any negligence : on the contrary, a

(tone, a plant, are obferved to be in equal accuracy and per-

fection with his principal figure.

BERGIER (Nicholas), had the title of hiftoriographer of

France, but he is more known by his curious hiftory of the great

roads of the Roman Empire, which are now fuvpafied by ours

in beauty though not in folidity. His fon put the finiihinghand

to this uieful work, and printed it under the reign of Lewis XIV.
He died in 1723.
BERIGARD (Claude), born at Moulins in 1578, taught

philofephy with reputation at Pifa, and at Padua, where he died

of an umbilical hernia in 1663, at the age of 85. We have by
him, 1. Circulus Pifanus, printed in 1 641 at Florence, 4to.

1 his book treats of the ancient philolbphy, and that of Ariftotle-

2. Dubitationes in dialogum Galilxi pro terras immobilitate,

1632, 4_to j a work which brought upon him the charge of pyr-

rhonifm and materialifm, not without foundation. He has been
reproached with acknowledging no other moving principle of the

world than primitive matter. The real name of this philofopher

is, Claude Guillermet de Beauregarde.

BERING (Vitus), profefTbr in poetry at Copenhagen, and
hiftoriographer to the king of Denmark about the middle of the

lalt century, left a great number of latin poems of all kinds. Such
as read other latin poetry than that of the ancients, efteem his

lyrics. Several of his pieces have been collected in the 2d vol.

of the Beauties of the danifh poets.

BERKELEY (Dr. George), the learned and mod ingenious
bifhop of Cloyne in Ireland, was bora in that kingdom, at Kil-

crin,
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crin, near Thomaftown, the 12th of Vlarch 1684 [a]. He
the fon of William Berkeley of Thomaftown, in the county of

Kilkenny ; whofe father, the family having fuffered for then'

loyalty to Charles I. went over to Ireland after the restoration,

and there obtained the collectorShip of Belfaft [b]. George had
the firft part of his education at Kilkenny fchool ; was admitted

penfioner of Trinity college, Dublin, at the age of fifteen, under
Dr. Hifton •, and chofen fellow of that college June the 9th 1 707,
and placed under the tuition of Dr. Hall.

The firft public proof he gave of his literary abilities was,

Arithmetica abfque Algebra aut Euclide demonftrata j which,
from the preface, he appears to have written before he was
twenty years old, though he did not publifh it till 1707. It is

dedicated to Mr. Pallifer, fon to the archbiihop of Cafhel ; and
is followed by a mathematical mifcellany, containing observations

and theorems infcribed to his pupil Mr. Samuel Molincux, whofe
father was the friend and correfpondent of Locke.

In 1709, came forth the Theory of Vifion, which, of all his

works, feems to do the greateft honour to His fagacity ; being,

as a certain writer obferves [c], the firft attempt that ever was
made to diftinguiih the immediate and natural objects of fight,

from the conclusions we have been accuStomed from infancy to

draw from them. The boundary is here traced out between the

ideas of fight and touch •, and it is (hewn, that, though habit has

fo connected thefe two claffes of ideas in our minds, that they

are not without a fljepng effort to be Separated from each other,

yet originally they have no fuch connection ; mfomuch, that a

perfon born blind, and Suddenly made to fee, would at firft be

utterly unable to tell how any object that affected his fight

would affect his touch ; and particularly would not from fight

receive any idea of distance, outnefs, or external Space, but
would imagine all objecls to be in his eye, or rather in his mind.
This was Surprifingly confirmed in the caSe of a young man born
blind, and couched at fourteen years of age by Mr CheSelden
in 1728 [d]. A vindication of the Theory of Vifien was pub-
lished by him in 1733.

In 17 10 appeared The Principles of human Knowledge ; and,

in 17 13, Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous : the object of

both which pieces is, to prove that the commonly received no-

tion of the existence of matter is falfe ; that fenfible material

objects, as they are called, are not external to the mind, but ex-

iSt in it, and arc nothing more than impreffions made upon it by
the immediate act of God, according to certain rules termed
laws of nature, from which, in the ordinary courfe of his go-

[a] Life of Bp. Berkeley, p. :, 1776, [c] Reid'.s Inquiry into the Mind,
8vo. •

ch. 0. feci. 1 r.

[n] Second edition, 1784. [d] Philof. Tranf. No. 402.

vernmenty
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vernment, he never deviates ; and that the fteady adherence of

the Supreme Spirit to thefe rules is what cOnftitutes the reality

of things to his creatures. Thefe works are declared to have

been written in oppofition to fceptics and atheifts ; and herein

is inquired into the chief caufe of error and difficulty in the

fciences, with the grounds. of fcepticifm, atheifm, and irreiigion;

which caufe and grounds are found to be the doctrines of the

exiftence of matter. He feems perfuaded, that men never could

have been deluded into a falfe opinion of the existence of mat-

ter, if they had not fancied themfelves inverted with a power of

abftracting fubftance from the qualities under which it is per-

ceived ; and hence, as the general foundation of his argument,

is led to combat and explode a doctrine maintained by Locke

and others, of there being a power in the mind of abftra&ing

general ideas. Mr. Hume [e], having regard to thefe writings

of the very ingenious author, as he calls him, fays, that they
" form the belt leiTons of fcepticifm, which are to be found ei-

ther among the ancient or modern philofophers, Bayle not ex-

cepted." He profeiTes, however, in his title page, and undoubt-

edly with great truth, to have compofed his books againfl the

fceptics, as well as againft the atheifts and freethinkers : but that

all his arguniL ;x., though otherwife intended, are, in reality,

merely fceptical, appears from this, that they admit of'no anftver,

andproduce M convitllon. Their only e fleet is, to caufe that mo-
mentary amazement and irrefolution and confufion, which is

the refult of fcepticifm. It may juft be obferved, that Berkeley

had not reached his 27th year, when he publiihed this fing.ular

fyftem.

In 17 12, he publifhed three fermons in favour of paffive obe-

dience and non-refiftance [f], which underwent at leatt three

editions, and afterwards had nearly done him fume injury in his

fortune. They caufed him to be reprefented as a Jacobite, and

ftood in his way with the houfe of Hanover, till Mr. Molineux,

above-mentioned, took off the impreffion, and firil made him
known to queen Caroline, whofe fecretary when princefs Mr.
Molineux had been. Acutends of parts and beauty cf imagi-

nation were fo confpicuous in his writings, that his reputation

was now eitablifhed, and his company courted even where his

opinions did not find admifhon. Men of oppofite parties con-

curred in recommending him ; fir Richard Steele, for inrtance,

and Dr. Swift. For the former he wrote feveral papers in the

Guardian, and at his houfe became acquainted with Pope, with

whom he always lived in friendihip. Swift recommended him
to the celebrated earl of Peterborough, who being appointed

[e] Eflays, vol.ii. p. 173. Svo. [f] E;attie on Truth, p. 444. 2d edit.

ambafTador
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ambafTador to the king of Sicily and the Italian ftates, tooK

Berkeley with him as chaplain and fecretary in November 17 13.

He returned to England with this nobleman in Auguft »7/4>
and towards the cloic 1 i the year had a fever, which gave occa-

sion to Dr Arbuthnotto indulge a little pleafantry on Berkeley's

fyftem. Poor philofopher Berkeley, fays he to his friend Swift,

has now the idea of health, which was very hard to produce in

him ; for he had an idea of a ftrange fever on him fo Itrong,

that it was very hard to deftroy it by introducing a contrary

one.

His hopes of preferment expiring with the fall of queen
Anne's miniftry, he fome time after embraced an ofFer, made
him by Afhe, biihop of Clogher, of accompanying his fon in a

tour through Europe. In this he employed four years ; and,

befides thole places which fall within the grand tour, vilited

fome that are lefs frequented. lie travelled over Apulia (from

which he wrote an account of the tarantula to Dr. Freindj, Ca-
labria, and the whole ifland of Sicily. This laft country engaged

his attention fo ilrongly, that he had with great industry col-

lected very confiderable materials for a natural hiitory of it, but

unfortunately loft them in the paffage to Naples ; and what an

injury the literary world has fuftained by this mifchance, may
be collected from the fpechnen of his talents for this fort of

work, in a letter to Mr. Pope concerning the ifland of Inarime

(now lichia) dated October 22, 1 717 [g] ; and in another from
the fame city to Dr. Arbuthnot, giving an account of an eruption

of Vefuvius [h]. He arrived at London in 1721 ; and, being

much affected with the miferies of the nation, occafioned by the

South Sea fcheme in 1720, publifhed the fame year An efTay to-

wards preventing the ruki of Great Britain ; reprinted in his

mifccilaneous traces.

His way was open now into the very firfh company. Mr. Pope
introduced him to lord Burlington, and lord Burlington recom-
mended him to the duke of Grafton; who, being lord-lieutenant

of Ireland, took him over as one of his chaplains in 1721. No-
vember this year, he accumulated the degrees of bachelor and
doctor in divinity. The year following he had a very unex-

pected increafe of fortune from Mrs. Vanhomrigh, the cele-

brated Vanefla, to whom he had been introduced by Swift : this

lady had intended Swift for her heir ; but, perceiving herfeif to

be ilighted by him, fhe left near 8cool. between her two exe-

cutors, of whom Berkeley waione. May 18, 1724, he was pro-

moted to the deanery of Derry, worth 1 jooI. per annum.
In 1725, he publifhed, and it has fince been reprinted in his

£0] Pope's Works, vol. viii. [h] Liie, p. 58. Phil. Trartf, No. 354.

mifccilaneous
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rrvifcelianeous tracts, " A propofal for converting the favage
Americans to chriftianity, by a college to be erected in the
Summer Illands, otherwife called the Ifles of Bermuda :" a
fcheme which had employed his thoughts for three or four years
pa't ; and it is really furprifing to confider how far he carried it.

He offered to refign all his preferment, and to dedicate the re-

mainder of his life to inftructing the american youth, on a fti-

pend of iool. yearly : he prevailed with three junior fellows of
Trinity college, Dublin, to give up all their profpects of prefer-

ment at home, and to exchange their fellowfhips for a fettlement

in the Atlantic Ocean at 40 1. a year : he procured his plan to

be laid before George I. who commanded fir Robert Walpole to

lay it before the commons ; and further granted him a charter
for erecting a college in Bermuda, to confift of a prefident and
nine fellows, who were obliged to maintain and educate indian
fcholars at 10I. a year each: he obtained a grant from the com-
mons of a fum, to be determined by the king ; and accordingly

I0,oool. was promifed by the miniiter, for the purchafe of lands,

and erecting the college. He married the daughter of John
Forfter, efq. fpeaker of the irifh houfe of commons, the I ft of
Auguft 1728; and actually fet fail in September following for

Rhode Illand, which lay neareft to Bermuda, taking with him
his wife, a lingle lady, and two gentlemen of fortune. Was not
this going a great way, and was not here a full prolpect of fuc-
cefs ? Yet the fcheme entirely failed, and Berkeley was obliged

to return, after refiding near two years at Newport. The reaiou
given is, that the miniiter never heartily embraced the project,

and the money was turned into another channel.

In 1732, he published The Minute Philofopher, in two vo*
lumes 8vo. This mafterly work is written in a feries of dialogues
on the model of Plato, a philofopher he is faid to have been very
fond of; and in it he purfues the freethinker through the va-
rious characters of atheift, libertine, enthufiaft, fecrner, critic,

metaphyfician, fatalift, and fceptic. The fame year he printed
a fermon, preached before the fociety for propagating the gofpel
in foreign parts. In 1733, he was made bifhop of Oloyne, and
might have been removed in 1745, by lord Chefterrield, to

Clogher, but declined it. He refided conltantly at Cloyne, where
he faithfully discharged all the offices of a good bifhop, vet con-
tinued his ftudies with unabated attention.

About this time he engaged in a controverfy with the mathe-
maticians, which made a good deal of noiie in the literary world;
and the occaiion of it is faid to have been this: Mr. Addifon had
given the bifhop an account of their common friend Dr. Garth's
behaviour in his laft illnefs, which was equally unpleafing to
both thefe advocates of revealed religion. For, when Addifon
went to (cc the dottor, and began to difcourfe with him ferioufly

Vol. II. X about
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about another world, " Surely, Addifon," replied lie, " 1 have
good reafon not-to believe thofe trifles, fince my friend Dr. Hal-

ley, who has dealt fo much in demonftration, has aflured me,
that the doctrines of chriilianity are incomprehenfible, and .the

religion itfelf an impofture." The bifliop, therefore, addrefled

to him, as to an infidel mathematician, a difcourfe called the

Analyft; with a view of {hewing, that myfteries in faith were
unjuftly objected to by mathematicians, who admitted much
greater myfteries, and even falfehoods in fcience, of which he
endeavoured to prove, that the doctrine of fluxions furnifhed a

clear example. This attack gave occafion to Maclaurin's trea-

tife, and other fmaller works, upon the fubject of fluxions ; but

the direct anfwers to the Analyft were fet forth by a perfon

under the name of Philalethes Cantabrigienfis, but generally

fuppofed to be Dr. Jurin, who publifhed a piece intituled,

Geometry no friend to infidelity, 1734. To this the bifhop re-

plied in A defence of freethinking in mathematics, 1735; which
drew a fecond anfwer the fame year from Philalethes, ftyled,

The minute mathematician, or the freethinker no juft thinker.

And here the controverfy ended.

But the bifliop, ever active and attentive to the public good,

was continually fending forth fomething or other : in 1735, the

Querift ; in 1736, A difcourfe addrefled to magiftrates, occa-

fioned by the enormous licence and irreligion of the times ; and.

many other things afterwards of a fmaller kind. In 1744, came
forth his celebrated and curious book, intituled, Siris ; a chain

of philosophical reflections and inquiries concerning the virtues

of Tar Water : a work which, he has been heard to declare, coft

him more time and pains than any other he had ever been en-

gaged in. It underwent a fecond impreflion, with additions and
emendations, in 1747; and was followed by "Farther thoughts

on Tar Water," in 1752. In July, the fame year, he removed
with his lady and family to Oxford, partly to fuperintend the

education of a fon, but chiefly to indulge the paflion for learned

retirement, which had ever ftrongly poflefled him, and was one
of his motives to form the Bermuda project. He would have
refigned his bifhopric for a canonry or headfliip at Oxford j but

it was not permitted him. At Oxford he lived highly refpeeted,

and collected and printed the fame year all his fmaller pieces in

8vo ; but he did not live long ; for, on Sunday evening, Jan. 14,

1753, as he was in the midft of his family, liftening to a fermon
which his lady was reading to him, he was feized with what was
called a palfyin the hearty and inftantly expired. The accident

was fo fudden, that his body was cold, and his joints ft iff, before

it was difcovered ; as he lay upon a couch, and feemed to be

afleep, till his daughter, on presenting him with a difti of tea, firft

perceived his infenfibility. His remains were interred at Chrift

church
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church Oxford, and there is an elegant marble monument over

him, with an infcription by Dr. Markham, then dean.

As to his perfon, he was handfome, with a countenance full of

meaning and kindnefs, remarkable for great ftrength of limbs ;

and, till his fedentary life impaired it, of a very robuft confti-

tution. He was, however^ often troubled with the hypochondria,

and latterly with a nervous colic, from which however he was

greatly relieved by the virtues of tar- water. At Cloyne he con-

stantly rofe between three and four o'clock in the morning, arid

fummoned his family to a leflbn on the bafs viol, from an italian

mafter he kept in the houfe for the inftru£tion of his children ;

though he himfelf had no ear for mufic. He fpent the reft of

the morning, and often a great part of the day, in ftudy j and

Plato, from whom many of his notions were borrowed, was his

favourite author. The excellence of his moral character is con-

fpicuous in his writings: he was certainly a very amiable as well

as very great man ; and Pope is fcarcely thought to have faid too

much, when he afcribes

To Berkeley every virtue under heaven.

BERKELEY (George, L.L. D. prebendary of Canterbury),

fecond fon of the celebrated George lord bifhop of Cloyne, by

Anne, eldeft daughter of the right hon. John Forfter, a privy-

ccunfellor and fpeaker of the irilh houfe of commons, by Anne,
daughter to the right hon. John Monck, brother to the duke of

Albemarle, was born on the 28th of September 1733, old ftyle,

in Grofvenor-flreet, Grofvenor-fquare. In his infancy he was
removed with the family to Ireland, where he was inflructed

in the claflics by his father only, the bilhop taking that part of

the education of his fons on himfelf. Jnftrucled in every ele-

gant and ufeful accomplilhment, Mr. Berkeley was, at the age

of 19, fent over to Oxford j his father leaving it to his own
choice to enter a gentleman commoner, either at Ghrift- church
or St. John's college. But bilhop Conybeare, then dean of

Chrift- church, on his arrival offering him a ftudentfhip in that

fociety, he accepted it, finding many of the ftuuents to be gen-

tlemen of the firft character for learning and rank in the king-

dom. His firft tutor was the prefent learned archbilhop of

York ; on whofe removal to Vv^eitminfter-fchool} he put himfelf

under the tuition of the prefent amiable and worthy bifhop of

Oxford. Having taken the degree of B. A. he ferved the office

of collector in the univerfity, and as he was allowed by his con-
temporaries to be an excellent latin fcholar, no wonder that his

collector's fpeech was univerfally admired and applauded. In

1758 he took a fmall living from his fociety, the vicarage of Eaft

Gariion, Berks, from which he was removed, in 1759, by arch-

bilhop Seeker his fole patron, to the famous vicarage of Bray^

X 2 Berks j
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Berks \ of which he was only the fifth vicar fince the r^«

formation. In i } so alfo he took the degree of M. A.—The
kindnefs of archbill op Seeker (who teftified the higheft refpect

for bifliop Berkeley's memory in attention to his deferving ion)

did not reft here ; he gave him alfo the chancellorfhip of Breck-

nock, the rectory of Acton, Middlefex, and the fixch prebendal

ftall in the church of Canterbury m 1768 he had taken the

degree of L L. D. for which he went out grand compounder.
He foon afterwards redgned the rectory of Acton in a noble,

unfolicited, and unexpected manner. Soon after he had ob-

tained rhe chancellorfhip of Brecknock alfo, he put himfelf to

very conf, rpewfe-e in orier ro render permanent two ten

pounds per ;v\.... filing out of the eilate, to two poor wc'iii

curacies. The vicarage of Bray he afterwards exchanged for

that of Cookham near Maidenhead. He had afterwards from
the church of Canterbury the vicarage of Eait-Peckham, Kent,
which he relinquished on obtaining the rectory of St. Clement's

Danes; which with the vicarage of i yihurft,- Suffex (to which
he was prefented by the church of Canterbury in 1792, when he
vacated Cookham ), and with the chancellorship of Brecknock,

he held till his death. His illnefs had been long and painful, but

borne with exemplary resignation ; and his death was fo calm
and eafy that no pang was obferved, no- groan was heard, by his

attending wife and relations. Not long before his death, he ex-

prefTed his warrneit. gratitude to Airs. Berkeley, of whofe af-

fection he was truly fenfible, and of whom he tool: a molt ten-

der farewell. Dr. Perkeley's qualifications and attainments were
fuch as muft occafion his death to be lamented net cftily by a few,

but by many indeed. He was the charitable divine, the affec-

tionate and active friend, the elegant fcholar, the accomp'iihed

gentleman. He poffeffed an exquifite feniihility. To alleviate

the fufferings of the fick and needy, and to patronize the friend-

lefs, were employments in which his heart and his hand ever co-

operated. In the pulpit his manner was animated, and his mat-
ter forcible. His converfation always enlivened the focial meet-
ings where he was prefent ; for he was equalled by few in affa-

bility of temper and addrefs, in the happy recital of agreeable

anecdote, in the ingenious difcufHon of literary fubjects, or ill

the brilliant difplay of a lively invagination.

Dr. Berkeley pubHihed two or three fingle fermons ; one of

which, preached on the anniverfary of king Charles's martyr-

dom, 1785, intituled, "The danger of violent innovations in

the ftate, how fpecious foever the pretence, exemplified from

the reigns of the two firlt Stuarts," has gone through fix edi-

tions, the laft in 1794; one on Good Friday 1787; one atr

Cookham on the king's acceffion, 1789. He married, in 1 761^

Eliza, eldeft daughter and coheirels of the rev. Henry Fintham,

M. A.
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M. A. by Eliza, youngcft daughter and one of the coheireffes of

the truly pious and learned Francis Cherry, efq. of Shottefbrook-

houfe in the county of Berks, by whom he had four children, now
r.o more. He died 6th January 17955 and was buried in the

fame vault where his father lies, in the cathedral of Chrift-church,

Oxford, on the 14th of the fame month. His remains were at-

tended to the grave by four of his friends, one of whom indeed

was an early friend and acquaintance, the prefent dean of He-
reford. The late bifhop Home, we may add, was one of Dr.

Berkeley's earlielt and molt intimate friends, the lofs of whom
he feverely felt, and of whom he was ufed to fpeak with the fin-

cere (t refpe£r. and the molt affectionate regard.

BERKENHOUT (Dr. John), was born, about the year 1730,
at Leeds in Yorkfhire, and educated at the grammar-fchool in

that town. His father, who was a merchant, and a naqve of

Holland, intended him for trade \ and with that view fent him
at an early age to Germany, in order to learn foreign languages.

After continuing a few years in that country, he made the tour

of Europe in company with one or more englifh noblemen. On
their return to Germany they vifited Berlin, where Mr. Berken-

hout met with a near relation of his father's, the baron de Biel-

feldt, a nobleman then in high eftimation with the Lite king of

Pruflia ; diftinguifhed as one of the founders of the royal aca-

demy of fciences at Berlin, and univerfally known as a politician

and a man of letters. With this relation our young traveller

fixed his abode for fome time , and, regardlefs of his original

deflination, became a cadet in a prulhan regiment of foot. He
foon obtained an enfign's commiffion-, and, in the fpace of a few
years, was advanced to the rank of captain. He quitted the

prufnan fervice on the declaration of war between England and
France in 1756, arwi was honoured with the command of a cpm-
pany in the fervice of his native country. When peace was
concluded in 1760, not choofing, we fuppofe, to lead a life of

i.naetivity on half-pay, he went down to Edinburgh, and com-
menced ftudent of phyfic. During his refidence at that uni-

verfity he publifhed his Clavis Angliea Lingua ''otanicre; a book
of lingular utility to all ftudents of botany. This book has been
long out of print. It is the only botanical lexicon in our lan-

guage, and particularly expletive of the linnse-an Ivfiem.

Hawing continued fome' years at Edinburgh, Mr. • erkenhout
went to the univerfity of Leyden, where he took the degree of
dottor of phyfic This was in the year 1 "65, as we learn fronj

the date of his thefis, which we have feen. It is intituled, Dif-

fertatio rnedica inauguralis de Podagra, and dedicated to his re-

union baron de Bielfeldt. Returning to England. Dr Berk.enf
hout fettled at Iileworth in Middlefex, and foon after pudlilhed

his Pharmacopoeia Medici, the third edition of which was
X 3 printed
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printed in 1782. In 1778, he was fent by government w'th the

commiflioners to America, Neither the commiffio lers nor their

fecretary were fuffered by the congrefs to proceed further than

New-York. Dr. berkenhout, however, found means to pene-

trate as far as Philadelphia, where the congrefs was then affem-

bled. He appears to have remained in that city for fome time

without moleftation •, but at laft they began to fufpe£t that he

was fent by lord North for the purpofe of tampering with fome
of their leading members. The doctor was immediately feized

and committed to prifon.

How long he remained a ftate prifoner, or by what means he

obtained his liberty, we are not informed ; but we find from the

public prints, that he rejoined the commiffioners at New York,

and returned with thein to England. — For this temporary facri-

fice of the emoluments of his profefilon, and in confideration of
his having, in the fervice of his fovereign, committed himfelf to

the mercy of a congrefs of incenfed republicans, he obtained a

penfion.

Many years previous to this event (viz. in 17^0 or 1 7 70) Dr.

Berkenhout pubiifhed his Outlines of the Natural Hiftory of

Great Britain and Ireland, in 3 vols. i2mo ; a work which efta-

bliihed his reputation as a natur.ilift. This very ufeful book was
alfo long out of print ; but we are informed that a new edition

has been lately pubiifhed. In the year 177 $ he wrote a pam-
phlet, intituled, An effay on the bite of a mad dog, in which
the claim to infallibility of the principal prefervative remedies

againft the hydrophobia is examined. This pamphlet is inferibed

to fir George ifaker, and deferves to be univerfally read. In the

year following Dr. Berkenhout pubiifhed his Symptomatology

;

a book which is too univerfally known to require any recom-

mendation. His laft publication, which appeared at the be-

ginning of the year 1788, is intituled, Firft lines of the theory

and pracYice of philofophical chemiftry. It is dedicated to Mr.
jfcden, afterwards ambaffador to the court of Spain, now lord

Auckland, whom the doclor accompanied to America. Of this

book it is fufficient to fay, that it exhibits a fatisfaclory difplay

of the prefent ftate of chemiftry; and that it is the only fyftema-

tical book on this fubject in the englifh language. I hefe, we
believe, except a learned preface to the tranflation of Dr.
Pomme's treatjfe on hyfteric difeafes, are all Dr. Berkenhout's

writings in the line of his profeiiion : but he is not lefs known
as the author of other valuable works, particularly the Biographia

Literaria, pubiifhed by Dodfley. "We have alfo good reafon to

fuppofe him the author of certain humorous publications, in profe

and verfe, to which he did not think fit to prefix his name. We
likewife remember to have feen a tranflation from the fwedifh

language, of the celebrated count Teffin's letters to the late king

of
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ef Sweden, by our author. It is dedicated to the prince of

Wales, his prefent majefty of Great Britain; and was, we be-

lieve, Mr. Berkenhout's nift publication.

Dr. Berkenhout was likewife the author of Lucubrations on

Ways and Means; from which feveral of our prefent taxes were

adopted ; alfo of an anfwer to Dr. Cadogan's pamphlet on the

gout. He died the 3d of April 1 791, aged 60.

When we refle£l on the variety of books that bear his name,

we cannot but be furprifed at the extent and Tariety of the

knowledge they contain. He was originally intended for a mer-

chant ; thence his knowledge of the principles of commerce.

He was fome years in one of the belt difciplined armies in Eu-

rope % thence his knowledge of the art of war. His tranflation

of count Teffin's Letters fhew him to be well acquainted with

the fwedim language, and that he is a good poet. His Pharma-
copoeia Medici, &c demonflrate his Ikill in his profeflion. His

Outlines of Natural Hiftory and his Botanical Lexicon prove his

knowledge in every branch of natural hiftory. His Firft Lines

of Philosophical Chemiftry have convinced the world of his inti-

mate acquaintance with that fcience. His Eflay on Ways and

Means proves him to be better acquainted with the fyftem of

taxation than any other writer on the fubject. All his writings

prove him to have been a claffical fcholar, and it is known that

the italian, french, german and dutch languages were familiar to

him. His biographical knowledge is evident from his Biographia

Literaria. He was moreover a painter ; and played well, it is

faid, on various mufical inftruments. To thefe acquirements may
be added, a confulerable degree of mathematical knowledge,

which he attained in the courfe of his military iludies. An indi-

vidual fo univerfally informed as Dr. Berkenhout is an extraor-

dinary appearance in the republic of letters.

BERKLEY (Sir Willliam), was conftituted governor of

Virginia in 1660, after the death of colonel Matthews; wrote a

defcription of that country, and collected the laws then in force

into one body, and added rnoft of the bed laws himfelf, which

he procured to be confirmed by the grand aflembly anno 1661

.

He died July 13, 1677, and was at firft buried in the middle

chancel of Twickenham church, but was afterwards removed

into a vault, made for lord John Berkley, in 1678.

BERNARD (St.), one cf the fathers of the church, born

1091, in the village of Fontaine in Burgundy. In 1115, the

monaftery of Clairvaux was founded, and Bernard was made
the firft abbot of this religious houfe, where many famous men
were bred up under his tuition. He acquired fo great efteem

amongft the clergy, nobility, and common people, that no ec-

clefiaftical affair or difpute was carried on without having re-

courfe to his advice, It was owing to him, that Innocent II.

X 4 wa
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was acknowledged fovereign pontif; and after the death of Peter
Leonis, anti-pope, that Victor, who had been named fuccefibr,

made a voluntary abdication of his dignity. He convicted Abe-
lard at the council of Sens, in 1140. He oppofed the monk
Raoul ; he perfecutcd the followers of Arnaud de Breile ; and
in 1 148, he got Gilbert de la Porvice, bifhop of Poitiers and
Eon de l'Etoile, to be condemned in the council of Rheims. By
fuch zealous behaviour he verified, fays Mr. Bayle, the inter-

pretation of his mother's dream. She dreamt, when (he was
with child of him, that fhe fliould bring forth a white dog, whofe
barking fhould be very loud [1]. Being aftonilhed at this

dream, (lie confulted a monk, who faid to her, " Be of good
courage ;

you fhall have a fon who fhall guard the houie of

God, and bark loudly againft the enemies of the faith." This
turbulent and hot-headed fanatic died in 1153, after having

founded 160 monafteries, and wrought innumerable miracles,

and was made one of the great faints of the romifti communion.
He has Left many works ; the bed edition is that publifhed in

1690, by father Mabilicn, in two volumes folio.

BERNARD (Edward), a learned critic and aftronomer,

born at Perry St. Paul, commonly called Pauler's Perry, near

Towcefter in Northamptonfhire, the 2d of May 1638 [kj. He
received fome part of his education at Northampton •, but his

father dying when he was very young, his mother feat him to

an uncle in London, who entered him at Merchant-taylors-

fchool, in 1648 : here he continued till June 1655, when he was
elecled fcholar of St. John's college in Oxford, of which alfohe

became afterwards fellow. During his flay at fchool, he had
laid in an uncommon fund of claflical learning, fo that when he
went to the univerfity, he was a great mafter of the greek and
latin tongues, and not unacquainted with the hebrew. He had
acquired a good latin flyle, and could compofe verfes well ; fo

that he often ufed to divert himfelf with writing epigrams. In

the univerfity, he applied himfelf to hiifory, philology, and phi-

lofophy ; nor was he fatisfied with the knowledge of the lan-

guages of Greece and Rome, but likewife made himfelf mailer

of the hebrew, fyriac, arabic, and Coptic. He applied himfelf

next to the mathematics, under the famous D. J. Waliis. He
took the degree of B. A. Feb. the 12th, .658; that of mafter,

April 16, 1662; and that of B. D. June 9, 166S. December
following he went to Leyden, to confuk feveral oriental manu-
fcripts left to that univerfity by Jofeph Scaliger and Levinus
Warnerus, and efpeciaily the 5th, 6th, and 7th books of Apol-

lonius Pergreus's conic fections ; che greek text of which is loft,

[1
I

Francis Amboes. vit. Bernard, Smith's vita Eernardi at the end of bifhop

lib. 1. Huntingdon's epiitles. Lond. 1704. 8vo.

[kJ Wood's Athen. Oxon. vol. ii. p. 4.

tut
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but which are preferred in the arabic verfion of that author.

This veriion had been brought from the end by James Go lb. 3,

and was in the pofTeiTion of his executor, who finding Mr. Ber-

nard's chief defign in coming to Holland was to examine this

manufcript, allowed him the free ufe of it. He accordingly

transcribed thefe three books, with the diagrams, intending to

publifh them at Oxford, with a latin verfion, and proper com-
mentaries ; but was prevented from completing this defign.

Abraham Echellenfis had publifhed a latin tran flat ion of thefe

books in 1661, and Chriltianus Ravius gave another in 1C69:
but Dr. Smith remarks, that thefe two authors, though well

fkilled in the arabic language, were entirely ignorant of the ma-
thematics, which made it regretted that Golius died while he was
preparing that work for the prefs ; and that Mr. Bernard, who
understood both the language and the fubjecl:, and was fur-

nifhed with all the proper helps for fuch a defign, was aban-

doned by his friends, though they had before urged him to un-
dertake it [l].

At his return to Oxford, he examined and collated the moit
valuable manufcripts in the bodleian library ; which induced
thofe who publifhed ancient authors, to apply to him for obfer-

vations or emendations : thefe he readily imparted, and by this

means became engaged in a very extenfive correfpondence with
the learned in moit countries [m]. In 1669, the famous Chrif-

topher Wren, favilian profelTor of afhronomy at Oxford, having

been appointed furveyor-general of his majefty's works, and be-

ing much detained at London by this employment, obtained leave

to name a deputy at Oxford, and pitched upon Mr. Bernard,

which engaged the latter in a mere particular application to the

itudy of altronomy. In 1672, the mailer and fellows of his col-

lege prefented him to the retlory of Cheame in Surrey ; and Fe-
bruary following, Dr. Peter Mews, the mailer, being advanced
to the bifhopric of Bath and Wells, appointed Mr. Bernard one
of his chaplains- But the following year he quitted all views of

preferment, by accepting the favilian profeflbrfhip of aftronomy,

vacant by the refignation of fir Chriftopher Wren^ for, by the

ftatutes of the founder, fir Henry Savile, the profefibrs are not
allowed to hold any other office either ecclefiaftical or civil.

About this time a fch^mc was fet on foot at Oxford, of col-

lecting and publiihing the ancient mathematicians. Mr. Ber-

nard, who had firlt formed the project, collected all the old books
publifhed on that fubject fince the invention of piinting, and ail

the MSS. he could dilcover in the bodleian and favilian libraries,

L L J This book was published at len:<h own ingenuity and induftry the 8th book,

by Dr. Halley, at Oxford
i
i"io, folio, who which is loft.

h?s sjiven a l.v.in trnnllation of the three la!t £m] Smith's vita Bernard i, &c. £vo.

^i-oks oufof arabic, and fupplied by his p. 25,^^..

which
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which he arranged in order of time, and according to the matter
they contained. Of this he drew up a fynopfis or view, which
he prefented to bifhop Fell, a great encourager of the under-
taking [n]. As a fpecimen lie publifhed alio a few fheets of
Euclid in folio, containing the greek text, and a latin veriion,

with Proclus's commentary in greek and latin, and learned fcho-

lia and corollaries. He undertook alfo an edition of the Parva
fyntaxis Alexandrina ; in which, befides Euclid, are contained,

the fmall treatifes of Theodofius, Autolycus, Menelaus, Ariftar-

chus, and Hipncles: but it was never publifhed [o]. In 1676,
he was fent to France by Charles II. to be tutor to the dukes of

Grafton and Northumberland, natural fons of the king, by the

duchefs of Cleveland, with whom they then lived at Paris ; but
the plainnefs and funpacity of his manners not fuiting the gaiety

of the duchefs's family, he continued with them only one year,

when he returned to Oxford : he reaped however the advantage,

during his flay at Paris, of becoming acquainted with molt of

the learned men in that city.

Upon his return to the univerfity, he applied himfelf to his

former ftudies ; and though, in conformity ro the obligation of

his profeflbrfhip, he devoced the greateft part of his time to ma-
thematics, yet his inclination was now more to hiilory, chrono-
logy, and antiquities. He undertook a new edition of Jofephus,
but it was never completed. In 1683, he went again to Leyden,
to be prefent at the fale of Nicholas Heinfius's library ; where
he purchafed, at a great price, feveral of the claffical authors,

that had been either collated with manufcripts, or illuftrated

with the original notes of Jofeph Scaliger, Eonaventure Vul-
canius, the two Heinfiufes, and other celebrated critics. Here
he renewed his acquaintance with feveral perfons of eminent
learning, and was fo taken with their civilities, and the oppor-
tunities he had of making improvements in oriental learning,

that he would have fettled at Leyden, if he could have been
choien profeflbr of the oriental languages in that univerfity j but
not being able to compafs this, he returned to Oxford. He began
now to be tiued of aftronomy, and his health declining, he was
defirous to refign •, but no other preferment offering, he was
obliged to hold his profeflbrfhip feme years longer than he in*

tended 5 however, in 1691, being prefented to the rectory of

Brightwell ,in Berkihire, he foon after quitted his profeflbrfhip,

and was fuccceded by David Gregory, profeflbr of mathematics.

at Edinburgh.

[n'"| It was publ!filed by Dr. Smith at greek writers, who are fuppofed to be loft

the em! pi his liteol oui author, under the in their own language, but are piefervedin

title of Vete:um Mzthematicoium paeo- the fyriac or arable translations of them.

rym, latinorum, ei arabupi, I'ynopfis. And [oj Smith's vita Bernaidi, &c. Svo.

at the end pfit lhtt.4 13 a catalogue of lume p. 2j, 2.^.
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Towards the latter end of his life, he was much articled with

the ftone ; yet, notwithftanding this, and other infirmities, he
took a third voyage to Holland, to attend the fale of Golius's

tnanufcripts [pj. After fix or fcven weeks abfence he returned

to London, and from thence to Oxford. There he fell into a

languishing confumption, which put an end to his life, Jan. 12,

1696, before he was quite fifty-nine years of age. Four days

after, he was interred in St. John's chapel, where a monument
of white marble was foon erected for him. As to this learned

man's character, Dr. Smith, who knew him well, gives him a

very great one. " He was (fays he) of a mild difpofition, averfe

to wrangling and difputes ; and if by chance or otherwife he hap-

pened to be prefent where contefts ran high, he would deliver

his opinion with great candour and modefty, and in few words,

but entirely to the purpofe. He was a candid judge of other

men's performances ; not too cenforious even on trilling books,

if they contained nothing contrary to good manners, virtue, or

religion 5 and to thofe which difplayed wit, learning, or good
fenfe, none gave more ready and more ample praife. Though
he was a true fon of the church of England, yet he judged fa-

vourably and charitably of diffenters of all denominations. His
piety and prudence never fufFered him to be hurried away by an

immoderate zeal, in declaiming againft the errors of others. Hi*
piety was fincere and unaffected, and his devotions both in public

and private very regular and exemplary. Of his great and ex-

tenfive learning, the works he publifhed, and the tnanufcripts he
has left, are a fufficient evidence."

BERNARD (James), profeffbr of philofophy and mathema-
tics, and minifter of the Walloon church at Leyden, born Sept.

1, 1658, at Nions in Dauphine. He had the rudiments of his

education in a proteftant academy, at Die in Dauphine£c>3 He
went afterwards to Geneva, where he itudied philofophy, and
applied to the hebrew language under the profeffbr Michael
Turretin. He returned to France in 1679, and was chofen

minifter of Venterol, a village in Dauphins. Some time after

he was removed to the church of Vinfobres in the fame pro-

vince ; but the perfecutions raifed againft the proteftants in

France, having obliged him to leave his native country, he retired

to Geneva in 1683, and afterwards to Laufanne in Switzerland.

In 1685, he went to Holland, where he was appointed one of
the penfionary minifters of Ganda, and taught philofophy : but
having been married iince he came to Holland, and the city of
Ganda not being very populous, he had not a futhcient number

ff] Smith's vita Bernardi at the end of [qj] Le Ckrc Eloge de M- Bernard

bifhop Huntingiiou'se^jltles. Lqad. 1704. Nouvelles de la repu'o. des lettres 1618,

Sv». p. 4. May & Juin, p. 292.

Of
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of fcholars to maintain his family ; and therefore obtained leave

to refi.de at the Hague, but went to Ganda to preach in his turn,

which was about four times a year. Before he went to live at

the Hague, he had published a kind of political (late of Europe,

intituled, Hiftoire abregee de l'Europe, &c. 1 he work was begun
in July 1686, and continued monthly till December 1688 : it

makes five volumes in nmo. In 1692, he began his Lettres

Hiftoriques, containing an account of the moft important tranf-

actions in Europe, with neceffary reflections, which was alfo

published monthly, till 1698: it was afterwards continued by

other hands, and contains a great many volumes. Mr. Le Clerc

having left off his Bibliotheque univerfclle, in J 691, Mr. Bernard

wrote the greater! part of the 20th volume, and by himfelf car-

ried on the five following, to the year 1693. In i6qq, he col-r

Icctcd and publifhed A£tes et Negotiations de la Paix de Ryfwic,

in four volumes 1 2ino : a new edition of this collection was
publifhed in 1707, in five volume i2mo[R]. He did not put

his name to any of thefe works, nor to the general collection of

the treaties of peace, which he publifhed in 1700 [s]. But he

prefixed it to the Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, which

was begun in 1698, and continued till December J710. This
undertaking engaged him in fome difputes, particularly with one

Mr. de Vallone, a monk, who having, embraced the reformed

religion, wrote fome metaphyseal books concerning predeftina-

tion [t]. Mr. Bernard having given an account of one of thefe

books, the author was fo difpleafed with it, that he printed a

libel aa;ainft Mr. Bernard, and gave it about privately amonglt his

friends. He was alfo' engaged in a long difpute with Mr. Bayle

upon the two following queftions : 1. Whether the general

agreement of all nations in favour of a deity, be a good proof

of the exiftence of a deity ? 2. Whether atheiim be worfe

than idolatry [u] ?

Mr. Bernard having acquired great reputation by his works,

as well as by his fermons at Ganda and the Hague, the con-

gregation of the Walloon church at Leyden were defirous

to have him for one of their minifters : but they could not

sccomplifh their defire whilft king William lived, who refufed

twice to confirm the election of Mr. Bernard, as being a re-

[r] Nouv..de la Repub. de Let. i6cq, j6',o. The third includes the treaties

Tuillet, p. ii'. from 1601 to i6(x; and the fourth, thofe

[s] This colle&ion confsfh of the trea- from 1 66 r to 1700, with a general al-

lies, contracts, acts of guaranty, &c. be- phabetical index to the whole,

twixt tlie powers of Europe, four volumes [t J Repub. de Let. 1 7 03, April, p. 4^2,

in folio. Th; firft contains the preface, &c.

a rJ the treaties made fince the year ^36 to [u] Bayle,continuation de penfees diver.

ycoo. THfe fecond confifts of Mr. Amelot fe'."-;, torn. 1. p. $5. rep. de lettres, 170;,

rfe la Houffav's hiiforical and political re- Feb. p. 119, &c. Bayle
:

ibid. torn. :. rep*

fltdions, and the treaties from 1500 to des let. Mar. 1 7 ^> P.- -^9> &c"

publican
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publican in his principles, and having delivered his fenti'ments

too freely in a fermon before this prince. After the death of

king William, he was unanimoufly chofen in 1705 ; and about

the fame time appointed profeflbr of philofophy and mathema-
tics at Leyden ; the univerfity prefenting him with the degrees

of doctor of philofophy, and mailer of arts. In 1716, he pub-

lished A Supplement to Moreri's dictionary, in two volumes

folio. The fame year he refumed his Nouvelles de la Repub-
lique des Lettres, and continued it till his death, which happened
the 27th of April 17 18, in the 60th year of his age.

Mr. Bernard was well fkilled in polite literature, and a perfect

mailer of the hebrew tongue. He ftudied the fcriptures with

great attention ; and though he was not reckoned of the fir ft

clafs of mathematicians, yet he could explain the principles of

that fcience in a very clear and able manner [x]. As to philo-

fophy, he had applied himfelf to that of Cartefius
; yet after he

came into Holland, having learned the englifh tongue, he ufed

to read the bed books from England, and had acquired fome
tafte in the Newtonian philofophy. He left fermons and other

works in manufcript.

BERNARD (Catharine), of the academy of the Ricovrati

of Padua, wras born at Rouen, and died at Paris in 1712. Her
works were feveral times crowned by the french academy, and
that of the jeux floraux. Two of her tragedies" were repre-

fented at the french theatre, Brutus (in i6qr) and Laodamia.
It is thought fhe compofed thefe pieces conjointly with Fonte-

nelle, her friend and countryman. Of her are feveral other

works in verfe, which are written with eafe, and fometimes with

delicacy. Some diftindlion is fet upon her placet to Louis XIV.
to alk for the 200 crowns, the annual gratification given her by
that prince ; it is to be feen in the Recueil de vers choifis du
•pere Bouhours. She difcontinued working for the theatre at

the inftanc'e of madame la chanceliere de Pont-Chartrain, who
gave her a pennon. She even fupprefled feveral little pieces,

which might have given bad imprefiions of her manners and
her,religion. Two romances are likewife afcribed to her : The
count d Amboife, in i2mo. and Ines of Cordova, i2mo. Some
of the journalitts have attributed to mademoifelle Bernard the

account of the ille of Borneo, and others to Fontenelle. " it

may be doubted," fays the abbe Trublet, " whether it be hers ;

and it is to be wifhed that it is not."

BERNARD of Thuringia, a fanatical vifionary, who an-
nounced at the latter end, of the tenth century that the end of
the world was near at hand. He v/ore the habit of a hermit,

[x] Journ. Lit. 17 iS. torn. 10. p. zzq.

and

7 ,



3i3 BERNARD.
and lived an auftere life. He alarmed all minds; and an ecup^S

of the fun happening at that time, many people hid themfelves

among rocks and caves ; the return of light even did not calm
their fears. It was neceffary that Gerberge, wife of Lewis d'Ou-
tremer, fhould engage the theologians to clear up this matter.;

Jiloil of them had ienfe enough to pro?e that the reign of Anti-

chrift was yet many years diilant. The world fubfifted, and the

reveries of the hermit Bernard were no more regarded. Some
ignorant people have afcribed the dreams of this enthufiaft to

St. Bernard abbe of Cit.

BERNARD of Brussfls, known by his hunting -pieces, in

which reintroduced portraits of his patron the emperor CharlesV.
and the principal lords of his court. There is dill of his painting

at Antwerp a representation of the hut judgment j of which he
made the ground colour gold, that the luitre of it might repre-

fent the glory of the heavens more naturally. We know neither

the time of his birth or of his death j but he nourifhed near the

middle of the fifteenth, century*

BERNARD (Peter Joseph), fecretaire general de? dragons,

and librarian of the king's cabinet at the chateau de Choifi-le-roi,

was thefonof aiculptor at Grenoble inDauphine,andborni'ni7io.
Being fent to the college of jtfuits at Lyons, he made rapid pro-

grefs under able mailers, who were deurous of attaching him to

their body, but the young fcholar, too fond of liberty and pleafure,

would not confent to that confinement. Being drawn to Paris

by the wifh to make a figure by his talent for poetry, he was
obliged to drive the quill for a couple of years as clerk to a no-
tary. The light pieces of poetry he fent abroad at intervals*

of which the prettielt are the epiftle to Claudine, and the fong
of the Rofe, delivered him from this difagreeable employment.
The marquis de Pezay took him with him to the campaign of
Italy. Bernard was at the battles of Parma and Guaftalla ; and,

though a poet, behaved better than Horace. This was the crifis

of his fortune. Prefeuted to the marechal de Coigni who com-
manded there, he was lucky enough to pleafe him, by his wit
and agreeable manners. The marechal took him to be his fe-

cretary, admitted him to his intimacy, and fome time after-

wards procured him the place of fecretary general of the dra-

goons. From gratitude he attached himfeif conilantly to his

.vla-'cenas, till 1756, when he was deprived of him by death.

He was in great requeft in all the felecl companies of the court

and of Paris ; whom he delighted by that brilliant wit, by that

feducing epicurifm with which his verfes and his airs abound,
and of which fome are worthy of Anacreon. In 1771 the fudden
lofs of his memory put an end to his happineis. Thence-
forward he endured, in imbecility of mind, a fhade of life far

worfc'
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worfe than death. In this condition he went to a revival of his

opera of Caftor, and was inceffantly afking, " Is the king come ?

Is the king pleafed with it ? Is madame de Pompadour pleafed

with it?" He thought he was all the while at Verfai'les •, it

was the delirium of a courtly poet. He died in this unhappy

ftate, Nov. I, 177". Befidcs his lighter pieces of poetry which
got him the appellation of le gentil Bernard, feveral operas added

much to his reputation.

BERNARD (Dr. Francis), was chief phyfician to king

James II. He was a man of learning, and well verfed in lite-

rature. His own private collection of books, which were fcarce

and curious, fold for upwards of 1600I. in 1698; a large fum.

at that time, when the paffion for rare books was much more
moderate than now. Died Feb. 9, 1697, aged 69 years. Mr.
Charles Bernard, brother to Francis, and furgeon to the princefs

Anne, daughter of king James, had alfo a curious library, which
was fold by auction in 171 1. The Spardo della Bejlia iriomfantet
by Jordano Bruno, an Italian atheift, which is faid in numb. 389
of the Spectator to have fold for 30I. was in this fale. Mr.
Ames informs us that this book was printed in England by
Thomas Vautrollier in 1 584. An englifh edition of it was
printed in j 7 13.

BERNARD (Richard), rector of Batecombe in Somerfet-

fhire, was author of " Thefaurus Biblicus," a laborious work
formerly much ufed by way of concordance. Fie was alfo author

of an " Abftracl and Epitome of the Bible." In 1627 lie pub-
lifhed " A guide to grand jurymen with refpect to witches,"

the country where he lived being, if we may believe Glanviile,

formerly much infefted with them. Fie died in 1641, and was
fucceeded by the famous non-conformift Richard Allein, of

whom there is an account in vol. i. p. 268 of this work.

BERNARD! (John), born at Caftel-Eologneze, died at Faenza
in 1555. This artift employed hhnfelf chiefly in cutting grand
fubjects in cryftals, which were afterwards fet in goldfmiths'

work. Kis productions have been thought comparable with
the beft performances of the antients in this way. He was pa-
tronized by feveral princes, and particularly by the cardinal

Alexander Farnefe. He excelled likewife in architecture.

BERNARDINE, an ecclefiaftic and faint, born at Maffa, in

Tufcany, 1380 [y]. He loll his mother at three years of age,

and his father at feven. In 1392, his relations fent for him to

Sienna, where he learned grammar under Onuphrius, and phi-

lofophy under John Spaletanus. In 1396, he entered himfelf

among the confraternity of the difcipiinaries in the hofpital de
la Scala in that city : and in 1400, when the plague ravaged all

[ y] Du Pin, biblioth. ccclef.

Italy,
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Italy, he attended upon the fick in that hofpital v/ith the utmo&
diligence and humanity. In 1404, he entered into a monaftery

cf the francifcan order, near Sienna, and, having been ordained

prieft, became an eminent preacher. He was afterwards fent

to Jerufalem, as commiflary of the holy land •, and upon his re-

turn to Italy, vifited feveral cities, where he preached with great

applaufe. His enemies accufed him to pope Martin V. of having

advanced in his ferrrions erroneous propofitions ; upon which he

was ordered to Rome, where he vindicated himfelf, and was
allowed to continue his preaching [z]. The cities of Ferrari,

Sienna, and Urbino, defired pope Eugenius IV. to appoint him
their bifhop-, but Bernardine refufed to accept of this honour. He
repaired and founded above 300 mona-fteries in that country [a] 4

He died at Aquila in Abruzzo, 1444) and was canonifed in 1450
by pope Nicholas [d]. ^ •*r

BERNAZZANO, of Milan, an excellent landfcape painter

of the xvith century, was veryfuccefsful in reprefenting animals :

but, as he could never attain to the art of drawing the figure,

he took into partnership an artift who was able to execute that

branch. It is faid, that, having najriited fome ftrawberries in

frefco upon a wall, the peacocks came fo often to peck at them,

that they broke the plailter.

BERNIA, or BERNI (Fi?ancis), a canon of Florence, born

at Lamporechio in Tufcarjy, of a noble though poor family,

originally from Florence, was brought.up under the care of Julio

de Medicis, afterwards pope under the name of Clement XII.

He was then made fecretary to Giberti bifhop of Verona, and

obtained a canonicate of Florence, where he died in 1543. He
has given his name to a fpecies of burlefque which in Italy is

called berniefque. He excelled in that way. He was theScarron

of the Italians-. He had, befidesv the dangerous talent of fatire.

Some authors have put him at the head of the italian. burlefque

poets. In 1 ^48 a collection was made of his italian pieces of

poetry, together with thofe bf,Varchi, of Moro, of Dcice, £:c.

in 8vo. 2 vols, reprinted at -London, 1721 a*>d 1724, after the

edition of Venice. This collection is in great reque.fl. His

Orlando inamorato rifatto, a poem highly efteemed in Italy for its

purity and copioufnefs of language} is the work of BoYardo recom-

pofed. He faithfully followed his original, making fcarcely any al-

teration either in the plan or in the conduct: of the piece. He
contented himfelf with correcting the flyle of BoYardo, which

is Q)ften negligent and barbarous ; and infufing mare poetry,

[z] T>u Pin. biblioth. eccTcf. , dolphus, bifhop of Sinigaglia; and at Paris,

[a] Wharton's appendix to Cave's hift. by fathct
J

ihi de la H.ryne, a francifcan,

liter.
'

'^h - vols, in fol:o. •What bock ft We r in

[b] His works were published at Ve- Europe would venture to pubiiih them now i

ice, in 1591, -'

f
vols. 4:0, by Peter Ro- P'

more
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more ornament and fpirit through the whole. It certainly con-

tains many inflances of wit ; but they are not in the belt tafte,

and frequently degenerate into buffooneries of the moft trivial

kind. He likewife prefixed a prologue to every canto, in which
he delivers long maxims of morality, but always in a comic vein.

He is the firft to ridicule the prodigious feats of his paladins, the

amazing force of their arms, who at one ftroke cleave in two
both the rider and his horfe, &c. The bell edition of his

poem is that of Venice, 1545, in 4to. There is another, very

neatly printed at Paris 1768, 4 vols. i2mo. His latin poems
are collected with thofe of Segni, of Varchi, &c. Florence,

1562, 8vo.

BERNIER (Francis), furnamed the Mogul, on account of

his voyages and refidence in the Mogul's country, was born at

Angers in France. After he had taken his degree of dodlor of

phyfie at Montpelier, he gratified the ftrong natural inclination

he had for travelling. He left his own country in 1654, and
went firft to the holy land, and thence into iEgypt. He con-

tinued a year at Cairo, where he was infected with the plague.

Fie embarked afterwards at Suez for the kingdom of the Mogul

;

and refided twelve years at the court of that prince, whom he
attended in feveral of his journies, and acted as his phyfician

for eight years. Upon his return to France in 1670, he pub-

lifhed the hiflory of the countries which he had vifited[cj, and
feveral other works, in the compofition of which he fpent the

remainder of his life. He made a voyage to England, in 1685,

and died three years after at Paris, on the 22d of September

1608 [d].

BERNIER (John), a phyfician at Elois, his native place,

and afterwards at Paris, had the title of phyfician to Madame.
He wrote, 1. A hiftory of Blois. Paris, 1682, 4to. very inac-

curate in the opinion of Dr. Liron. 2. Medical Eflays, 1689,

4to. 3. Anti-Menagiana, 1693, i2mo. 4. Critique on the

works of Rabelais. Paris, 1697, i2mo. full of verbofity and
falfe wit. His rank of phyfician to Madame did not refcue

him from poverty. His difappointments gave him a itrong

tincture of melancholy, which is m;;nifelt in all his writings.

His erudition was extremely fuperficial, and he is called by

Menage, vir levis armature. He died at an advanced age in

1668.

[c] His hiftory and defcription of the aume de Kachemire, Sec. Amft. r6o9and
countries which he yifned, were pub- 3710," in !2mo. ?, vols. They a.

e

liihed at firft feparately in four different efteemed to be the moft exatft account we
volumes, with different titles. They were have of thofe countries. Mr. Bernier pub-

afterwards however reprinted under the lifhed alfo an abridgement of Gaffendus's

general title of " Voyages de Francois Ber- philofophy, S vols. izmo.

nier, contenant la defcription des etatjfdm ,y-^[r>J Niceron memoires, &c. torn. 23.

grand Mogul, de I'Hindouftan, d£ * y- ',
*

Voi,. II.
' 'Y BERNINI,
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BERNINI, or BERNIN (John Lawrence), commonly

called Cavaliero Bernin, born at Naples, was famous for his

fkill in painting, fculpture, architecture, and mechanics. He
began firft to be known under the pontificate of Paid V. who
foretold his future fame as fooh as he faw his firft performances.

Rome is indebted to this artift for fome of her greatett orna-

ments. There are, in the church of St. Peter, no lefs than
fifteen different works of his. Of thefe the moft admired are

the great altar and tabernacle j St. Peter's chair •, the tombs of

Urban VIII. and Alexander VII. ; the equeftrian ftatue of

Conftantine; the porticos fupported by a great number of pillars,

which furround the court of St. Peter-, the fountain in the fquare

Navonna ; the church of St. Andrew, for the noviciate je-

fuits ; and the ftatue of Daphne, in the family of Borghefe. In

1665, Bernini was invited to France, to work in the Louvre;
and here he executed a buft of the king, which gained him
the applaufe of the whole court. He likewife undertook an
equeftrian ftatue of his majefty. Bernini died at Rome, the

29th of November, 1680. He was a man fomewhat auftere in

his difpofition, and of a hafty violent temper ; and, in the butt

of him at Paris, there is faid to be a great likenefs, and a ftrong

expreffion of his temper.

BERNOULLI (James), a celebrated mathematician, born at

Bafil, Dec. 27, 1654 [e]. After he had ftudied polite literature,

he learned the old philofophy of the fchools ; and, having taken

his degrees in the univerfity of Bafil, applied himfelf to divinity,

not fo much by inclination, as from complaifance to his father.

He gave very early proofs of his genius for, mathematics, and
foon became a geometrician, without any afnftance from matters,

and at firft almoft without books: for he was not allowed to have
any books of this kind ; and if one fell by chance into his hands,

he was obliged to conceal it, that he might not incur the difplea-

fure of his father, who defigned him for other ftudies. 1 his

feverity made him choofe for his device, Phaeton driving the

chariot of the fun, with thefe words, Invito patre fidera verfo,

I traverfe the flats againft my father's inclination : it had a par-

ticular reference to aftronomy, the part of mathematics to

which he at firft applied himfelf. But the precautions of his

father did not avail, for he purfued his favourite ftudy with
great application. In 1676 he began his travels. When he wus
at Geneva, he fell upon a method to teach a young girl to write,

though fnc had loft her fight when the was but two months old.

AtBourdeaux he compofed univerfal gnomonic tables, but they

were never published. He returned from France to his own
country in 1680. About this time there appealed a comet, the

[e] Fontenell:, eioge de M. Bernoulli.

return
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feturn of which he foretold, and wrote a fmall treatife upon
it, which he afterwards tranflated into latin. He went foon
after to Holland, where he applied himfelf to the new philofo-

phy, and particularly to that part of the mathematics which
conSiSts in refolving problems and demonstrations. After having
ViSited Flanders and Brabant, he went to Calais, and palled over

to England [fJ. At London he contracted an acquaintance

with all the mod eminent men in the feveral fciences ; and had
the honour of being frequently prefent at the philofopliical fo^

defies held at the houfe of the famous Mr. Boyle. He returned

to his native country in 1682, and exhibited at Bafil a courfe of
experiments in natural philofophy and mechanics, which con-
fided of various new discoveries. The fame year he published

his efTay of A new fyStem of comets [g], and the year following

his DifTertation upon the weight of air[n]. In 1684, ne was
invited to be profeffbr of mathematics at Heidelberg, and would
have accepted of this offer, had not his marriage with a lady of
good family fixed him in his own country.

Mr. Leibnitz published about this time in the Acta eruditorum
at Leipfic fome effays on his new Calculus differenfialis, or in-

finiment petits, but concealed the art and method of it. Mr.
Bernoulli however, and one of his brothers, who was likewife

an excellent geometrician, endeavoured to unfold the fecret 5

which they did with fo much fuccefs, that Mr. Leibnitz de-
clared them to have an equal right with himfelf to a Share in this

invention. In 1687, the profeSforfhip of mathematics at BaSil

being vacant, Mr. Bernoulli was appointed the fucceffor. He
difcharged this truft with univerfal applaufe. His reputation
drew a great number of foreigners from all parts to hear his

lectures. He had an admirable talent in teaching, and adapting
himfelf to the different genius and capacity of his fcholars. In
1699, he was admitted into the academy of fciences at Paris as

a foreign member; and, in 1701, the fame honour was con-
ferred upon him by the academy of Berlin. He wrote feveral

pieces in the Acta eruditorum of Leipfic, the Journal des Sa-
vans, and the HiStoire de l'academie des fciences. At length

application to ftudy brought upon him the gout, and by degrees

[f] Niceron memoires, &c. torn. 2. more fir. and fubtle than what we breathe.

[g] It was published at Amsterdam, in He accounts for the hardnefs of bodies from
1682, in Svo. under the following title, the weight and preffure of the air. Hs
" Conamen novi Syftemaris cometarum, protefts in his preface, that when he in-»

pro motu eorum fub calculum revocando, vented this fyftem, he did not remember
ct apparicionibus praedicendis." that he had read it in Malebranche's fearch

[hJ Publifhed at Aml'erdam, in Svo, after truth } and he congratulates himfelf
1683, and intituled " Differtatio de gravi- upo:i having fallen on the fame hypothefi*
tate ^Etheris etCceli." In this piece he with that ph.iiofopher, and having traced

not only treats of the weight of the air, it out by the fame fteps, Niceron, p. 61,
but fpejks very particularly of the sether, 62.

which he fucpofes to be a matter much

Y 2 reduced
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reduced him to a flow fever, of which he died the 16th of
Auguft 1705 [i]. Archimedes, having difcovered the propor-

tion of a fphere to a cylinder circumfcribed about it, ordered it

to be engraved upon his monument ; in imitation of which,
Bernoulli ordered a fpiral logarithmical curve to be infcribed

upon his tomb, with thefe words, Eadem mutata refurgo, I

rife the fame though changed : alluding to the hopes of a re-

furrecTion, in fome meafure reprefented by the properties of

that curve, which he had the honour of discovering.

BERNOULLI (John), brother to James, profeilor of ma-*

thematics at Bafil, and member of the academies of fciences of

Paris, of London, of Berlin, and of Peterfburgh, was born in

1667 at Bafil, and died there in 1748. He purfued the fame
career with his brother, and attained to no lefs difiinction in

it. At Laufanne was publifhed in 1742 a collection of all the

works of Bernoulli, in 4 vols-. 4to. One of the greateft geome-
tricians of Europe, the late M. d'Alembert, acknowledged that

it was almoft folely to them that he owed the progrefs he had
made in geometry : this acknowledgment difpenfes us from
.making his panegyric. At the age of 1 8 he conceived the dif-

ferential calculation, or infiniment-petits, upon the vague ideas

that Leibnitz had given of that calculation, and found out the

firll principles of the integral calculation [k]. Tins difcovenr

enabled him to folve the moft difficult problems, and to perform

furprifing matters. In 1690 this ingenious man came to Paris,

for the fake of converfing with the philofophers there. Here
he became acquainted with Malebranche, Caffini, la Hire, Va-
rignon, and the marquis de l'Hopkal. This nobleman was fo

charmed with his method of reafoning on geometry, that he

was defirous of having him to himfelf. Pie conducted him to

his eitate in the country, where they together employed them-
felves in folving the moft difficult problems in geometry. It

was in this philofophic retreat that Bernoulli' invented the expo-

nential calculation. At his return he prcpofed different problems

to the mathematicians, and decreed the prizes to Newton, to

Leibnitz, and to the marquis de l'Hopital ; that is to fay, to

the greateft geometricians of the age. His brother was a can-

didate for thefe prizes, and afked him in his turn for folutions.

It was a fort of challenge that gave rife to' a very fpirited difpute

between thefe two illuftrious fcholars. It was only terminated

by the death of James Bernoulli. John alfo engaged in a war
concerning the barometer, with Hartzoeker a celebrated na-

.
turalift, and avenged Leibnitz for the fort of infult fome Englifh-

men, provoked by Keill, had put upon him on the fubje£t of

[1] Fontcnelle, ibid. Niceron, p. 53, [k] See trie foregoing article.

6^.
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the calculus differentialis. Bernoulli wrote on the art of ma-
noeuvring mips, and on all the branches of mathematics, en-

riching them with grand objects and new difcoveries. His

opinion on the forces-vives, adopted now by many geometricians,

had numberlefs objections and much oppofition to encounter.

This mathematician fometimes, like his brother, amufed himfelf

with making latin verfes : perhaps about as good, faid a wit, as

french verfes made by a native of Pekin. He had maintained

at the age of 18, a thefis in greek verfe, on this queftion :

'•' That the prince is for the fubjects •," a fubjedt more interefting

to mankind than all the fpeculations of geometry. Voltaire put

;

tuider his portrait thefe four lines

:

Son efprit vit la verite,

Et fon cceur connut la juflice ;

II a fait l'honneur dc la Suifle

,Et celui de l'humanite.

Which, have been thus rendered into latin :

Ifte fait cultor juftf, vericuie repertor:

Extitit Helvetiis decus, et decus extitit orbi.

Bernoulli left children worthy of fuch a father. Nicholas

Bernoulli, called by the tzar Peter to fill a chair as mathema-
tical profeflbr in • the riling academy of St. Peterfburg, died

eight months afterwards of a flow fever in 17265 the tzarina

Catharine defrayed the expences of his funeral. Daniel and

John, two other of his fons, brought no Ids honour to their

country.

BEROALDUS (Philip), born of a noble family at Bologna,

in 1453, died the 25th of July 1505, at the age of 52, profefTed

the belles-lettres in the place of his nativity, where he enjoyed

a great reputation. He was fond of the pleafures of the table,

where fprightlinefs and mirth abounded. He was palhonately

addicted to play, to which he facrificed all he was worth. He
was an ardent votary of the fair fex ; and thought no pains nor

expencetoo great for accomplifhing his wifhes. He dreaded

wedlock, both on his own account and that of his mother,

whom he always tenderly loved. But at length he found a lady

to his mind, and all thole different paffions that had agitated

the youth of Beroaldus were appeafed the moment he was mar-
ried. The mild and engaging manners of his bride infpircd

him with prudence and ceconomy. Beroaldus was from that

time forward quite another man. Regular, gentle, polite, be-

neficent, envious of no one, doing no wrong and fpeaking no
evil, giving merit its due, unambitious of honours, and content

with humbly accepting fuch as were offered him. It was not

y 3 . tin
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till after much follicitation from his friends that he accepted the

place of fecretary to the fenate of Bologna, which he filled for

fome months As to his literary merit, he was very learned

for the time in which he lived, and one of thofe who contri-

buted moft to purify the latin language from the ruft and bar-

barifm of the ages of ignorance, though his latinity is not a

model for imitation. He compofed feveral works in profe, of

various kinds, and fome in verfe ; but he applied himfclf chiefly

to the publishing of antient authors, greek and latin, with com-
mentaries. We nave by him, i. Commentaries on Apuleius,

Venice, 1501, fob and on other writers. Beroaldus, accord-

ing to Paulus Jovius, by illuftrating the obfeureft authors of an-

tiquity, brought into uie a great number of old words, long

discarded by good writers : a circumftance that burdened his

ftyle with hard expreffions and incorrect phrafes. 2. Le Re-
cneil des CEuvres, 1507 and 15 13, 2 vols. 4to. His life was
publifhed in latin by Jean Fins, at Bologna, 1505, 4to. Bian-

chini has given another at the head of the Suetonius by Beroal-

dus, Lyons, 1548, folio.

BEROALDUS (Philip), nephew of the former, a man of

genius and vivacity, was librarian of the Vatican under Leo X.
He publifhed feveral pieces of poetry, efteemed in their time,

in the Deliciae'poetarum italorum. The moft confiderable of

his works conliffs of three books of panegyrics and epigrams in

latin. This collection may be read with pleafure ; though it is

eafily feen that the author did not put the finifhing hand to

it. The edition, which is very neat and very fcarce, was pub-
lifhed at Rome in 1530, twelve years after the author's death,

who terminated his career in 1 5 18, at the age of about 40.

Vexation at being refufed the emoluments annexed to his place

of librarian is fa id to have fhorlened his days.

BERQUTN (Lewis de), a gentleman of Artois, who was
burnt for being a proteflant, at Paris, 1529 [l ]. He was lord

of a village, whence he took his name, and for fome time

made a confiderable figure at the court of France, where he
was honoured with the title of king's counfellor. Erafmus fays,

that his great crime was openly profeffing to hate the monks j

and that from hence arofe his warm conteft with William
Quernus, one of the moft violent inquifitors of his time. A
charge of herefy was trumped up againfl him, and the articles

of his accufation were drawn out of a book which he had pub-
lifhed : he was thereupon committed to prifon, but when his

affair came to a trial, he was acquitted by the judges. His
nccufcrs pretended that he would not have efcaped, had not

the king interpofed his authority j but Berquin himfelf afcribed,

£lJ Erafmus epirt. 4. lib. 24. p. 127.

it
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it entirely to the jullice of his caufe, and was no more cautious

than before. Some time after, Noel Beda and his emiffaries

made extracts from fome of his books, and accufed him. of per-

nicious errors, whereupon he was again fent to prifon, and, the

caufe being tried, fentence was paffed againft him ; viz. that his

books be committed to the flames, that he retract his errors, and

make a proper fubmifiion, and if herefufe to comply, that he be

burnt. Being a man of an undaunted inflexible fpirit, he

would fubmit to nothing ; and in all probability would at this

time have fufFered death, had not fome of the judges, who
perceived the violence of his accufers, got the affair to be again

heard and examined. It is thought this was owing to the in-

terceflion of madame the regent. In the mean time Francis I.

returning from Spain, and finding the danger of his counfellor

from Beda and his faction, wrote to the parliament, telling

them to be cautious how they proceeded, for that he himfelf

would take cognizance of the affair. Soon after Berquin was

fet at liberty, which gave him fuch courage, that he turned

accufer againft his accufers : he profecuted them for irreligion,

though, if he had taken the advice of Erafmiis, he would have

efteemed it a fufficient triumph that he had got free from the

perfecution of fuch people [m]. But not content, fays Mr.

Bayle, with efcaping from his accufers, he mull needs have

the honour of a victory, as a reward of his labour. He was
fent a third time to prifon, and condemned to a public recan-

tation and perpetual imprifonment. He would not acquiefce

in this judgement ; and being therefore condemned as an ob-

ffinate heretic, he was ftrangled on the Greve, and afterwards

burnt He fuffered death with great conftancy and refolution,

being then about 40 years of age. The monk, who accompanied

him on the fcaffold, declared, that he had obferved in him
ligns of abjuration : which Erafmus however believes to be a

falfehood [n]. " It is always," fays he, " their cultom in like

cafes. Thefe pious frauds ferve to keep up their credit as the

avengers of religion, and to juitify to the deluded people thofe

who have accufed and condemned the burnt heretic."

BERRIMAN (Dr. William), was born Sept. 24, 1688.

he had his grammar learning at Banbury in Oxfordfhire, and at

Merchant Taylors School. At 17 years of age he was entered

a commoner of Oriel college in Oxford, where he took his fe-

vcral degrees when he was of proper {landing for them. He
was curate and lecturer of Allhallows, Thames-ftreet, and lec-

turer of bt. Michael's Queenhithe. He was appointed domeftic

chaplain to Dr. Robinfon, bifhop of London, in 1720, and foon

[m] Ep. 4. lib. 24, p. 12S0. [n] Ep. 4. lib. 24. p. 1278.

y 4 after
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after collated by him to the living of St. Andrew Underfhaft.
In 1727 he was elected fellow of Eton college by the intereft of
Dr. Godolphin, the provoft, without any foliicitation. Here he
chiefly redded in the fummer, and in his parfonage houfe in

the winter, where he died Feb. 5, 1750, in the 62d year of his

age [o].

BERRUYER (Joseph Isaac), a celebrated french writer, of

the order of Jefus ; born at Rouen in Normandy, Nov. 6, 1682.

He was defigned for the pulpit, but the weaknefs of his frame

not allowing him to declame, he gave himfelf up to the quiet

but fevere ftudies of the clofet, and produced fome critical works
of importance, which his countrymen in their popifh fpirit of

intolerance thought fit to fupprefs : and the reading of his Hif-

toire du peuple de Dieu was forbid by the archbifliop of Paris,

which the Scrbonne were fix years reviewing. The firft part of

this work made its appearance in 8 vols. /j.to, with a fupple-

ment, 1728, reprinted in 1733, 8 vols. 4to, and 10 vols. i2mo;
this ends with the times of the Mefliah : the fecond part came
out in -'753 in 4 vols. 4to, and 8 vols. i2mo ; and the third

part in 2 vols. 4to, or 5 vols, in i2mo, containing a literal para-

phrafe of the epiftles, was printed in 1758, notwithflanding it

was cenfured and condemned by the pope and clergy as contain-

ing abominable errors. Died at Paris, Feb. 18, 1758.
BERRY (Sir John), a naval commander, fuccefsfui againft

the Buccaneers who infefled the Atlantic ocean ; diitinguifhed

himfelf at the famous battle of Southwold-bay, for which he
was knighted. In 1682, he commanded the Gloucefter frigate,

on board of which the Duke of York embarked for Scotland
^

but by the careleflhefs of the pilot, the veflel was loll at the

mouth of the Humber. In the midfl of this confufion, fir

'John retained that prefence of mind for which he was always

remarkable, and by that means preferved the duke, and as many
of his retinue as the long-boat would carry. Soon after he was
promoted to a flag, and commanded as vice-admiral under lord

Dartmouth, at the demolition of Tangier, and on his return

was made a commiflioner of the navy, which pofthe enjoyed till

his death. He was in great favour with king James II. who
made choice of him to command under lord Dartmouth, when

[oj Hie writings are, I. A feafonable 5. A review of the remark.';. 6. Sermons
review of Mr. Whi!ton"s account of pri- at Boyle's ledtures, 17?^, in 2 vols. Svo.

mitive dcxo.cgies, 1719. 2. An hiftori- Befides thefe he publifhed many occasional

,cal account ot the trinitarian controverfy, fermons in his life-time, and after his

in eight iermons, at lady Moyer's lecture, death were publifhed by his brother John

I725. 7. A defence of fome pafi'ages in Beniman, M. A. from his original ma-
ihe hirtorical account, 173 1. 4. Brief nufcript, " Chriftian doctrines and duties

remarks on Mr. Chandler's introduction explained and recommended," 2 vols. 8vo.

to the hirto y gf the i;V]uifition, 1733.

the
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the prince of Orange landed in England ; and when his lordlhip

left the fleet, the whole command devolved on fir John Berry,

who held it till the mips were laid up. After the revolution fir

John continued in his polls, and was frequently cpnfulted by
king William, who entertained a high opinion of his abilities in

military affairs *, but he was poifoned in the beginning of Febru-
ary 1691, on board one of his majelly's (hips at Portfmouth,
where he was paying her off, in the 56th year of his age. His
body was brought to London and interred at Stepney.

BERSMANi^ (George), a native of Germany, was born in

1538 at Annaberg, a little town of Mifnia, near the river Schop,
on the fide of Johemia. He was educated with care, and made
great progrefs in the fciences. He was particularly fond of the

ftudy of mfdicine, phylics, the belles-lettres, and the learned lan-

guages. He excelled in latin and greek, and took delight in

travelling over France and Italy for forming acquaintance with

thofe who were in molt reputation among the literati. On his

return, he taught in various places till his death, which happen-
ed the 5th of October 161 r, the 73d year of his age. Berfmann
put into verfe the pfalms of David, and made notes on Virgil,

Ovid, Horace, Lucan, Cicero, and other authors of antiquity.

He was not lefs fertile in body than in mind; having 14 fons

and fix daughters by his marriage with a daughter of Peter
Hellebron.

BERTAUD (John), firfr. chaplain to queen Catherine de
Medicis,, fecretary of the cabinet and reader toFIenry III. coun-
fellor of (late, abbot of Aulnai, and laftly bifhop of Seez ; was
born at Caen In the year 1522, and died the 8th of June 161 r,

aged 59. Bertaud, the contemporary and friend of Roniard,
and de Defportes was greatly their fupeiior. Some of his llanzas

are written with eafe aiid elegance ; and would not have been
excelled by the. heft poets of our own times. He has left poqms
facred and profane, canticles, fongs, fonnets, and pfalms. They
are interfperfed with feveral happy thoughts, but turned in

points •, he caught this tafle from Seneca. He feems to have
conducted himfelf with great propriety after his being advanced
to the prelacy, and the bilhop blufhed at the productions of the

courtier. But, as a fenfe of decorum more than religion had
worked this alteration, he gathered up all that his negligent

mufe had fcattered. His poetical works were printed in 1620,
8vo. He leftalfo a tranilation of fome books of St. Ambrofe,
feveral controverfial tracts, imperfect ; fermons- for the prin-

cipal feftivals of the church, and a funeral difcourfe on Henry
IV. to whofe converfion he had greatly contributed. He was
uncle to Madame de Motteville, firfl woman of the bedchamber
to Anne of Auftria.

BERTTIEAU (Charles), a learned french pvoteftant di-

vine,
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vine, long refulent in London, was born in 1660 at Montpeliei*:

he ftudied philofophy and divinity, partly in France and partly

in Holland, and was admitted a miniiter in the fynod held at

Vigan in 168
1 , and was next year chofen paflor to the church

of Montpelier ; but he did not make any long flay in that city,

for he was foon after promoted to be one of the minifters of

the church of Paris. On the revocation of the edict of Nantz,
Mr. Bertheau found himfelf obliged to quit his native country.

He accordingly came to England in 1685, and the following

year was chofen one of the minifters of the Walloon church in

Thread-needle ftreet, London, where he discharged the duties of

the pafloral office for about 44 years, in fuch a manner as pro-

cured him very general applaufe. He died 25th Dec. 1732,
in the 73d year of his age. He poffefied confiderable abilities,

was diflinguithed for his good fenfe and found judgment, and
for a retentive memory. He was a very eloquent preacher,

and has left behind him two volumes of fermohs printed in

french [p].

BERTHET (John), born at Tarafcon in Provence in 1622,

died in 1 69:, made himfelf famous by his profound knowledge in

the languages, antient and modern. He entered of the fociety of

Jefus, where for fome time he was profeffor of humanities, and
afterwards feveral other branches of fcience. He wrote learned

diflertationson various fubjects, odes, kalian, french and fpanifh

fonnets
>
provencal ballads, epigrams, madrigals, and other little

pieces in different languages.

BERTHIER (Cuii.laume Francois), born at Iffoudun en

Berri in 1704, entered himfelf among the jefuits in 1722. In

1745 he had the management of the Journal de Trevoux, which
he conducted for 17 years, to the fatisfaction of the learned and

the public in general. This employment, fays the abbe de Fon-

tenay, procured him a high reputation, by the care and exacti-

tude evident in the analyfis of the works that came before him,

and by the ftyle of a mafterly, impartial, and intrepid critic.

But this exact impartiality was difpleafing to feveral writers,

and efpecially to Voltaire. When that poet publifhed, without

his name, his panegyric on Louis XV. pere Berthier faw it in

no other light than as the attempt of a young man who was
hunting after antithefes, though not deftitute of ingenuity, and

ihewed fome difpofition towards writing well. So humiliating

a critique was fenfibly felt by Voltaire, who made no hefitation to

declare himfelf the author of the work fo feverely handled. His
mortification was increafed when pere Berthier having given

an account of a publication, wherein the poet was characterifed

under the title of " the worthy rival of Horner and Sophocles,"

the journaliit put coldly in a note : " We are not acquainted

[»•] Bog. Brit

with
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with him." Laftly, what raifed the choler of Voltaire to its ut-

mod pitch, was a very juft ceniure of feveral reprehenfible paf-

fages in his efiay on general hiftory. The irritated poet declared

openly in 1759 againit the jefuit in a fort of diatribe, which he
placed after his ode on the death of the margravine of Bareith.

The jefuit repelled his fhafts with a liberal and manly fpirit in

the journal de Trevoux. Upon this the poet changed his bat-

tery. Inftead of a ferious anfwer, he brought out in 1 760 a

piece of humour intituled, An account of the ficknefs, confef-

iion, and death of the jefuit Berthier. The leaimed jefuit did

not think proper to make any reply to an adverfary who fubfti-

tuted jokes for arguments, and continued the journal de Tre-
voux till the diflblution of the fociety in France. He then quit-

ted his literary occupations for going into retirement. At the

clofe of 1762 the dauphin appointed him keeper of the royal

library, and adjundt in the education of Louis XVI. and of

monfieur. But eighteen months afterwards fome circumftances

relative to the fociety obliged him to leave the court. He
went and fettled at Offembourg, a petty imperial town, five

leagues from Strafbourg, and there compofed the book inti-*

tuled, The pfalms, tranllated into french, with notes and reflec-

tions, Paris, 1785, 8 vols. i2mo. After remaining ten years in

that town he returned to France, where he devoted his time to

ftudy and the exercifes of religion. He died of a fall at Bourges,

Dec. 15, 1782, aged 78 years and nine months. The chapter of

the metropolitan church gave him diftinguifhed honours at his

interment ; a teftimony due to a man of fuch eminent piety, ex-

tenfive erudition, and excellent judgment.

BERTI (John Lawrence), a famous augufline monk, born
May 28, 1696, at Serravezza, a fmall village in Tufcany, was
called to Rome by his fuperiors, and obtained the title of affift-

ant-general of Italy, and the place of prefect of the bibliotheque

angelique. His great proficiency in theological ftudies pro-

cured him thefe diftincYions, and appeared to advantage in his

grand work, De difciplinis theologicis, printed at Rome in 8

vols. 4to. He here adopts the fentiments of St. Auguftine in

their utmoft rigour, after the example of Bellelli his brother-

monk. The archbifhop of Vienna [Saleon], or rather the je-

fuits who managed him, publilhed under his name in 1744, two
pieces againft the two auguftine theoiogues, inveighing againfl

them as being too feverely auguftine. The firit is intituled,

Baianifmus redivivusin fcriptis pp. Bellelli et Berti, in 4to. The
fecond bore this title : Janfenifmus redivivus in fcriptis pp. Bel-

lelli et Bcrti, in 4to. At the fame time pere Berti was accufeu
to pope Benedict XIV. as a difciple of BaYus and of Janfenius.

The prudent pontiff, without returning any anfwer to the ac-

Cufers, advifed pere Berti to defend himfelf j which he accord-

ed ingly
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ingly did in a work of two vols. 4to. In this apology, rather

Jong, though learned and lively, he laid down the difference

there is between janfenifm and auguftiniani(m. After this piece

pere Berti brought out feveral others, the principal of which is

an ecclefiaftical hiftory in latin, in 7 vols. 4-to : it made however

Lut little way out of Italy, by reafon of the drynefs of the hifto-

srian, and of his prejudices in favour of exploded tenets. He
fpeaks of the pope, both in his theology and in his hiftory, as

the abfolute monarch of kingdoms and empires, and that all

©ther princes are but his lieutenants. Pere Berti wrote alfo

tliffertations, dialogues, panegyrics, academical difcourfes, fome

stalian poems, which are by no means his beft productions. An
edition in folio of all his works has been printed at Venice. He
died at the age of 70, May 26, 1766, at Pifa, whkher he had

been called by Francis I. grand duke of Tufcany.

BERTIER (Joseph Stephen), of the oratory, born at Aix in

Provence, died Nov. 15, 1783, at a pretty advanced age, is known
by two works which at the time made fome noife among the

naturalifts ; one is intituled, Phyfique des cometes, 1760, i2mo
;

the other, Phyfique des corps animes, 1755, i2mo. The author

liad cultivated the fciences wirh fuccefs j and in perfon had a

striking refemblance with pere Malebranche.

BERTIN (Nicholas), painter, and difciple of Jouvenei and

jde Boullogne the elder, was born at Paris in 1664. His father

was a fculp-tor. The academy of painting de-creed him the firft

prize at the age -of 18, and admitted him afterwards of their

number. During his flay at Rome he completed his ftudies.

At his return to France he was appointed director of the roman

fchool ; but an affair of gallantry, which would have brought on

fome confequences if he had returned to Rome, prevented him
from accepting that place. Louis XIV. the electors of Mentz
and of Bavaria employed him fucceflively in various works. The
5aft was defirous of attaching him to himfelf by handfome pen-

sions ; but Bertin would never con.fent to quit his country. He
died at Paris in 1736. His manner was vigorous and graceful

;

and his excellence lay in fmall pictures. At Paris there are fe-

veral works of his in the church of St. Luke, the abbey of St.

Germain des pres, and in the halls of the academy.

BERTIUS (Peter), a man difting.uifhed by religious adven-

tures as well as letters, was born in a fmall town of Flanders

in 1565. He became profeffor of philofophy at Leyden, but

£oft his profefforfhip for taking part with the Arminians. He
went to Paris, where he abjured the protellant religion in 1620,

was made cofmographer to the king, and royal profeffor extraor-

dinary of mathematics. He died in 1629, aged 64; and left

fome better things behind him than he had written about the

Gomarifts and Arminians. 1. Comrnentaria rerum German i-

carum.
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ftarutfi, r2mo. ft. A good edition of Ptolemy's Geography m
greek and latin, folio. 3. De Aggeribus et Pontibus. 4. In-

troductio in univerfam geographiam.

BERTRAM (Cornelius Bonaventure),. minifter, and
profefibr of hebrew at Geneva, at Frankenthal and at Lau-
fanne, was born at Thouars in Poitou in 153 1, of a reputable

family* allied to the houfe of la Trimouille, and died at Lau-
fanne in I ^94. He gave to the world, 1 . A difTertation on the re-

public of the Hebrews, Geneva, 1580 ; again at Leyden in 1641",

8vp, written with preeifion and method. 2. A revifion of the

french bible of Geneva, according to the hebrew text, Geneva,

J 588. He corrected that verfion (by Calvin and Olivetan) in 2
great number of places •, but in others he has too clofely follow-

ed the authority of the rabbins, and not fufficiently that of the

old interpreters. It is the bible hull in ufe among the calvin-

ifts. 3. A new edition of the Thefaurus lingua? fanctce of Pag-
ninus. 4. A parallel of the hebrew tongue with the arabic.

5. Lucubrationes Frankendalenfes, 1685.

BERTRAND (John Baptist), phyfician-, member of the

academy of Marfeilles, born at Martigues, July 12, 1670, died?

Sept. ro, 1752- He was a fkilful practitioner, and not negli-

gent of the theory of his profeflion. His hiftorical account of
the plague at Marfeilles, in i2mo, 1721, is not the only per-

formance of this learned phyfician. He wrote likewife letters

to M. Deider on the mufcular motion, 1732, i2mo. andDifler-

tations on fea-air, 1724, 4to, containing good obfervations.

BERULLE, (Peter), born in 1575, at the chateau de Se-

rilli, near Troyes in Champagne, of a noble family, embraced the

ecclefiaftical (late, and diftinguifhed himfelf early in life by his

piety and his learning. He get great repute in the famous con-

ference of Forrtainbleau, where du Perron contended with du
Pleffis-Mornay, called the pope of the Huguenots. He was
fent by Henry IV. to whom he was chaplain, into Spain, for the

purpofe of bringing fome Carmelites to Paris. It was by his

means that this order ftouriihed fo much in France. Some time

afterwards he founded the congregation of the oratory of France,

of which he was the firft general. This new institution was
approved by a bull of pope Paul V. in 1613. It has always
been reckoned by the papilts a great fervice done to the church.

In that congregation, according to the expreflion of BofTuet, the

members obey without dependance, and govern without com-
manding •, their whole time is divided between ftudy and prayer.

Their piety is liberal and enlightened, their knowledge ufeful

and almoft always modeft. Urban VIII. rewarded the merit of

Berulle by a cardinal's hat. Henry IV. and Louis XIII. vainly

ftrove to make him accept of confiderable bifhoprics. Cardinal

de
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tie Berulle died Oft. 2, 1629, aged 55, while he was faying

mafs ; which gave occafion to the following diftich :

Ccepta fub extremis nequeo dum facra facerdos

Pcrficere, at faltem victima perficiam.

St. Francis de Sales, Ccefar de Bus, cardinal Bentivoglio, &c«
Were among his friends and the admirers of his virtues. An
edition of his controverfial and fpiritual works, published in

j 644, folio, was reprinted in 1657 by the pp. Bourgoing and
Gibieuf.

BESLER (Uasil), apothecary of Nuremberg, born in 1561,
prefented to the public, 1. Hortus tyftettenfis, 1613, folio,

with plates; the reimpreflion of 164© is lefs elegant: that of

1750 ftill worfe. It contains 366 fpecimensi 2. Icones florum

et herbarum, 1616, 4to. and the continuation, 1622, folio. The
Gazophylacium rerum naturalium, Nuremberg, 1642, folio, is

by Michael Rupert Befler, fon of Bafil, died doctor of phyfic

in 1 66 1. This book was reprinted in 17 16, but lefs efteemed
of this edition than the former. Lockner gave the defcription

of the cabinet of Bafil and of M. R. Beiler, 17 16, which is in

great requeft.

BESLY (John), the king's advocate at Fontenay-le-comte in

Poitou, born at Coulongnes-les-royaux, died in 1644, at 72
years old. There is by him, 1 . A hiilory of Poitou, Paris, 1647,
folio, eiteemed. 2. The bifhops of Poitiers, 1647, 4to. He
was a man well verfed in the antiquities of France ; an incor-

rect writer, but an accurate and profound hiftorian.

BESPLAS (Joseph Mary Anne Gros de), doctor of the

Sorbonne, chaplain to monfieur, abbot of l'Epau, born at Cartel-

naudari in Languedoc in 1734, died at Paris in 1783, at firft

discharged with not lefs fortitude than charity, the painful office

of accompanying and exhorting the criminals fentenced to die.

Afterwards, devoting his talents to the pulpit, he preached with

applaufe at Verfailles and at Paris, though the rapidity of his

utterance diminifhed fomewhat of the effect of his difcourfes.

X i is fermon on the laft fupper prefented a piece of eloquence

fo affecting on the fad condition of the priibners in the feveral

jails, that the immediate regulation of them, as to accommoda-
tions and health, with the eflablifhment of the Hotel de force,

were among the happy effects of it. The abbe de Befplas was
ferviceable to humanity, not only by his difcourfes, but by his

works. We have by him a treatiie, Of the caufes of public

happinefs, 1778, 2 vols. i2mo. replete with excellent fuggeft-

ions, political and moral, enriched with great and noble ideas, to

which nothing is wanting but a more methodical arrangement

and a flyle lefs pompous. The fame cenfure might be palled upon
his
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Ins Effay on the eloquence of the pulpit ; a production of his

youth, of which the fecond edition of 1778 was carefully re-

touched. The abbe de Befplas was beneficent as much from
inclination as from principle •, he had the art of uniting vivacity

with gentlenefs, of pleating without affording room for fcandal,

of being inftructive without pedantry, and tolerant without in-

difference ; in his whole figure and deportment was feen that fe-

renity, that gentle gaiety which ever accompanies an honelt and

contented heart.

BESSARION, titular patriarch of Conftantinople and arch-

bifhop of Nice, and one of thofe illuftrious perfons who contri-

buted to the refurrection of letters in the xvth century, was born
at Trebifond. He was very zealous to reunite the greek with
the latin church, and engaged the emperor John Paleologus to

interefl himfelf in bringing this great work about. He paffed

into Italy, appeared at the council of Florence, harangued the

fathers, and made himfelf admired, as well by his modefty as by
his uncommon abilities. The greek fchifmatics conceived fo

mortal an averfion to him, that he was obliged to remain in

Italy ; where pope Eugenius IV. honoured him with the purple

in 1439. He fixed his abode at Rome, and would have been
raifed to the papal chair, if cardinal Alain had not oppofed it,

as injurious to the latin church, to choofe a greek however il-

luftrious. He was employed in feveral embaffies, but that to

France proved fatal to him. When legate at this court, he hap-
pened to vifit the duke of Burgundy, before he faw Louis XI.
which fo difconcerted the capricious haughty monarch, as to oc-
cafion him a very ungracious reception. Nay, the king even
took the cardinal legate by his moil magnificent beard, faying i:v

his fine latin, Barbara Grxca genus retinent quod habere fole-

bant ; and this affront fo chagrined the cardinal as to occafion

his death, at Ravenna, upon his return in 1472. This at ieatl

is what Matthieu relates, in his hiftory of Louis XI.

Beffarion loved the literati and protected them. Argyropi-
lus, Theodore of Gaza, Poggius, Laurentius Valla, &c. formed
a kind of academy in his houfe. His library was large and cu-

rious ; and the fenate of Venice, to whom he gave it, preferve

it to this day with attention and regard. He left fome works,
which rank among thofe that helped to revive letters ; as, De-
fenfio doctrinse Platonicae, &c. Transitions of fome pieces of

Ariftotle. Orations, Epiilles, Sec. See Hody de viris illuftri-

bus, &c.

BESSET (Henry de), fieur de la Chapelle-Milon, infpe£tor

of the beaux arts under the marquis de Viilacerf, and comptrol-
ler of the public works, when the great Colbert was appointed in

1683 fuperintendant of them. He was ar the fame time fecretary

to the academy of inferiptions and medals. His account of the

campaigns
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campaigns of Rocroi and Fribourg, in 1644. and 1645, i2m6^'

written with an elegant fimplicity, is a complete model in thafi

fpecies of compofition. He died in 1693.
BETHAM (Edward B. D.) received his education at Eton,-

of which feminary he was a diftinguifhed ornament ; was elect-

ed from thence to King's college, Cambridge, in 1728, of which
he became a fellow 'in 1731 ; was fome time burfar, and by

the provoft and fellows, when fenior fellow, was prefented to

the living of Greenford in Middlefcx. In 1771 the provoft and

fellows of Eton elected him to a vacant fellowfhip in that So-

ciety. So unexceptionable was his life, that he may truly be

laid to have made no enemy in the progrefs of it. His 'fortune

was not large, yet his liberality kept more than equal pace with

it, and pointed out objects to which it was impoffible for his na-

ture to refill lending his afliftance. In his life-time he gave

2000I. for the better maintaining the botanical garden at Cam-
bridge, thereby encouraging a ftudy which did peculiar honour,

to his tafte, and materially benefited mankind. 80 humane was
his difpofition, that he founded and endowed a charity fchool

in his own parifh 5 and this mofl nobly in his life-time, when
avarice might have forbid it, or the fear of want might have ex-

cepted againft it. As in his life he indicated the mod extenfive

liberality, fo at his death he exhibited a lading record of his gra-

titude. Imprefied with the higheft fenfe of the munificence of

the royal founder of Eton, within whofe walls he had imbibed

the firft feeds of education, he by his will directed a ftatue of

marble, in honour of Henry VI. to be erected at the expence of

600I. And, in order infallibly to carry his purpofe into execu-

tion, he contracted a few months before his death with Mr.

Bacon to execute it ; fo very grateful was his difpofition, that

he could not content himfelf without this inftance of difplay-

ing it.

BETTERTON (Thomas), a famous englifh actor, was born

in Tothill-ftreet, Weftminfter, 1635; and, after having left

fchool, is faid to have been put apprentice to a bookfeller. The
particulars, however, relating to the early part of his life, are not

ascertained. It is generally thought that he made his firft ap-

pearance on the ftage in 1656, at the opera houfe in Charter--

houfe-yard, under the direction of fir William Davenant[oJ.

He continued to perform here till the reftoration, when king

Charles granted patents to two companies, the one was called

the king's company, and the other the duke's. The former

acted at the theatre royal in Drury-lane, and the latter at the

theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-fields. Betterton went over to Paris,

at the command of king Charles II. to take a view of the french

£ <^J Wood's Athsn. Oxon. vol. ii, col, 41a. Philips's theatrum poetarum, p. 19 1.

fcenery,
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fcenery, and at his return made fuch improvements as added

greatly to the luftre of the englifh ftage. For feveral years both

companies a£ted with the higheft applaufe, and the tafte for dra-

matic entertainments was never ftronger than whilit thefe two
companies played [r]. The two companies were however at

length united ; though the time of this union is not precifely

known, Gildon placing it in 1682, and Cibber in 1684. But

however this may be, it was in this united company that Mr.

Betterton firft (hone forth with the greateft degree of luftre

;

for, having furvived the famous aelors uponwhofe model he had

formed himfelf, he was now at liberty to difplay his genius in

its full extent. His merit as an actor may perhaps exceed de-

fcription ; but, if an idea can be obtained of it, it muft be from

the following paffage in Gibber's Apology : " Betterton was an

a£tor, fays he, as Shakfpeare was an author, both without com-
petitors, formed for the mutual affiftance and illuflration of each

other's genius ! How bhakfpeare wrote, all men who have a

tafte for nature may read and know •, but with what higher rap-

ture would he ftill be read, could they conceive how Betterton

played him ! Then might they know.the one was born alone to

fpeak, what the other only knew to write ! Pity it is that the mo-
mentary beauties, flowing from an harmonious elocution, can-

not, like thofe of poetry, be their own record ! — that the ani-

mated graces of the player can live no longer than the inftant

breath and motion that prefent them, or at beft can but faintly

glimmer through the memory or imperfecl atteftation of a few
Surviving fpe&ators ! Could how Betterton fpoke be as eafily

known as what he fpoke, then might you fee the mufe of Shak-

fpeare in her triumph, with all her beauties in her beft array,

rifing into real life, and charming her beholders. But alas !

fince all this is fo far out of the reach of defcription, how fliall I

fhew you Betterton ? Should I therefore tell you that all the

Othellos, Hamlets, Hotfpurs, Macbeths, and Brutufes, you have

feen fince his time, have fallen fhort of him, this ftill would
give you no idea of his particular excellence. Let us fee then

what a particular comparifon may do, whether that may yet

draw him nearer to you ? You have feen a Hamlet perhaps,

f r ;] Mr. Cibber fays, that plays having plays therefore of Shakfpeaie, Fletcher,

beca fo long prohibited, people came to and Jonfon, were divided betwixt them, by
them with greater eagernefs, like folks af- the approbation of the court, and their

ter a long iaft to a great feaft ; and that own choice; fo that when Hart was fa-

women being now brought u^on the ftage mous for Othello, Belierton had no lefs a
w;ij a grc.it ad\antage; for on ail former reputation for Hamlet. By this means the

ilages, female characters were performed town was fupplied with greater variety of
by boys, or young men of the moil effe- plays than couid poflibly have been fhewn,

minate afpecT:. He takes notice alfo of a had both companies been employed at the

rule which was eftablilhed, that no play fame time upon the fame play. Cibber's

which was acted at one houfe fhould be Apology for his life, p. 74, 75, &c,
attempted at the other. All the capital

Vol. II. Z who.
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who, on the firft: appearance of his father's fpirit, has thrown
him felf into all the {training vociferation requifite to exprefs

rage and fury, and the houfe has thundered with applaufe,

though the mifguided actor was all the while (as Shakfpeare

terms it) tearing a pailion into rags. I am the more bold to of-

fer you this particular inftance, becaufe the late Mr. Addifon,

while I fat by him to fee this fcene acted, made the fame obfer-

vation ; aflcing me, with fome furprife, if I thought Hamlet
fhould be in fo violent a palhon with the ghoft, which, though
it might have aftonifhed, had not provoked him ? For you may
obferve, that in this beautiful fpeech, the paflion never rifes be-

yond an almofl breathlefs aftoniihment, or an impatience, limited

by filial reverence, to enquire into the fufpecled wrongs that

may have raifed him from his peaceful tomb ; and a defire to

know what a fpirit fo feemingly diftreft might wiffi or enjoin a

forrowful fon to execute towards his future quiet in the grave.

This was the light into which Betterton threw this fcene ; which
he opened with a paufe of mute amazement ! Then rifmg (low-

ly to a folemn, trembling voice, he made the ghoft equally ter-

rible to the fpe£tator as to himfelf. And in the defcriptive part

of the natural emotions which the ghailly vifion gave him, the

boldnefs of his expostulation was ftill governed by decency ;

manly, but not braving ; his voice never rifmg into that feeming

outrage, or wild defiance, of what he naturally revered. But,

alas ! to preferve this medium between mouthing, and meaning
too little, to keep the attention more pleafinglv awake by a tem-
pered fpirit, than by mere vehemence of voice, is, of all the

matter ltrokes of an aclor, the moll difficult to reach. In this

none have equalled Betterton. He that feels not himfelf the

pailion he would raife, will talk to a fleeping audience. But
this was never the fault of Betterton. A farther excellence in

him was, that he could vary his fpirit to the different characters

he a£ted. Thofe wild impatient ftarts, that fierce and naihing

fire which he threw into Hotfpur, never came from the un-

ruffled temper of his Brutus (for I have more than once feen a

Brutus as warm as Hotfpur) : when the Betterton Brutus was,

provoked in his difpute with Cafiius, his fpirits flew out of his

eyes j his tteady looks alone fupplied that terror which he dif-

dained an intemperance in his voice fhould rife to. Thus, with

a fettled dignity of contempt, like an unheeding rock, he repel-

led upon himfelf the foam of Caffius ; not but in fome part of

this fcene, where he reproaches Caffius, his temper is not under

this fuppreffion, but opens into that warmth which becomes a

man of virtue ; yet this is that hafty fpark of anger, which Bru-

tus himfelf endeavours to excufe. But with whatever ftrength

of nature we fee the poet fhew at once the philofopher and the

hero, yet the image of the actor's excellence will be ftill imper-

fect
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feet to you, unlefs language could put colours in our words to

paint the voice with. The mofl that a Vandyck can arrive at

is, to make his portraits of great perfons feem to think ; a Shak-
fpeare goes farther yet, and tells you what his pictures thought

;

a Betterton fteps beyond them both, and calls them from the

grave to breathe, and be themfelves again in feature, fpeech and
motion at once united ; and gratifies at once your eye, your ear,

your underftanding. From thefe various excellencies, Betterton

had fo full a pofTeilion of the efteem and regard of his auditors,

that, upon his entrance into every fcene, he feemed to feize upon
the eyes and ears of the giddy and inadvertent. To have talked

or looked another way, would have been thought infenfibility or

ignorance. In all his foliloquies of moment, the ftrongelt intel-

ligence of attitude and afpedt drew you into fuch an impatient

gaze and eager expectation, that you alnioft imbibed the fenti-

ment with your eye, before the ear could reach it [s]."

Endowed with fuch excellencies, it is no wonder that Better-

ton attracted the notice of his fovereign, the protection of the

nobility, and the general refpect of all ranks of people. The
patentees however, as there was now only one theatre, began to

confider it as an inftrument of accumulating wealth to them-
felves by the labours of others ; and this had fuch an influence

on their coriduct, that the actors had many hardfhips impofed
upon them, and were oppreffed in the moft tyrannical manner.
Betterton endeavoured to convince the managers of the injuftice

and febfurdity of fuch a behaviour ; which language not pleafing

them, they began to give away fome of his capital parts to young
actors, fuppofing this would abate his influence. This policy

hurt the patentees, and proved of fervice to Betterton ; for the

public refented having plays ill acted, when they knew they

might be acted better. The beft players attached themfelves

wholly to Betterton, urging him to turn his thoughts on fome
method of procuring himfelf and them juftice. Having a ge-
neral acquaintance with people of fafhion, he reprefented the

affair in fuch a manner, that at length, by the intercefhon of the

earl of Dorfet, he procured a patent for building a new play-

houfe in Lincoln's-inn-fields, which he did by fubfcriptioh. The
new theatre was opened in 1695. Mr. Congreve accepted a
lhare with this company, and the firif play they acted was his

comedy of Love for Love. The king honoured it with his

prefence ; when Betterton fpoke a prologue, and Mrs. Brace-

girdle an epilogue on the occafion. But notwithftanding all the

advantages this company enjoyed, and the favourable recep-

tion they at firft met with, they were unable to keep up their

run of fuccefs, above two or three feafons. Vanbrugh and Cib-

[s] Cibbei's Life, p. 83, J4, &c.

Z 2 ber.
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ber, who wrote for the other houfe, were expeditious in their*

productions ; and the frequency of new pieces gave fuch a turn

in their favour, that Bettcrton's company, with all their merit,

mult have been undone, had not the Mourning Bride and the

Way of the "World come to their relief, and laved them at the

lad extremity. In a few years, however, it appearing that they

could not maintain their independence without fome new fup-

port from their friends, the patrons of Betterton opened a fub-

fcription for building a theatre in the Haymarket, which was

finifhed in 1706. Betterton however being now grown old,

and his health much impaired by conllant application, declined

the management of this houfe, refigning it entirely to fir John
Vanbrugh and Mr. Congreve ; but from the decay of Better-

ton, many of the old players dying, and other accidents, a re-

union of the companies feemed neeeflary, and accordingly took

place foon after.

When Betterton had reached feventy, his infirmities increafed

to a great - degree, and his fits of the gout were extremely fevere.

His circumflances alfo grew daily worfe and worfe, yet he kept

up a remarkable fpirit and ferenity of mind ; and a£led when his-

health would permit. The public, remembering the pleafure he

had given them, would not allow fo defeiving a man, after fifty

years fervice, to withdraw without fome marks of their bounty.

In the fpring of 1709, a benefit, which was then a very uncom-
mon favour, was granted to him, and the play of Love for Love
was acled for this purpofe. He himfelf performed Valentine 5

Mrs. Bracegirdle and Mrs. Barry, though they had quitted the

flage, appeared on this occafion ; the former in the character of

Angelica, and Mrs. Barry in that of Frail. After the play was
over, thefe two actrefies appeared leading on Betterton j and

Mrs. Barry fpoke an epilogue, written by Mr. Rowe.
Betterton got by this benefit 500I. and a promife was given

him, that the favour lhould be annually repeated as long as he

lived. Sept. 20, in the fucceeding winter, he performed the

part of Hamlet with great vivacity. This activity of his kept off

the gout longer than ufual, but the fit returned upon him in the

fpring with greater violence, and it was the more unlucky, as

this was the time of his benefit. The play he fixed upon was,

the Maid's Tragedy, in which he acted the part of Melan-
thus ; and notice was given thereof by his friend the Tatler ;

but the fit intervening, that he might not difappoint the town,

he was obliged to fubmit to external applications, to reduce the

fwelling of his feet, which enabled him to appear on the flage,

though he was obliged to ufe a flipper. " He was obferved that

day to have a more than an ordinary fpirit, and met with fuitable

applaufe •, but the unhappy confequence of tampering with his

4 diftemper
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diilemper was, that it flew into his head, and killed him [t]." He
died April 28, 17 10, and was interred in Weftminiter-abbey.

Sir Richard Steele attended the ceremony, and two days after

publifhed a paper in the Tatler to his memory [u]. Mr. Booth,

who knew him only in his decline, ufed to fay, that he never

faw him off or on the ftage, without learning fomething from

him ; and frequently obferved, that Bettevton was no a£lor,

that he put on his part with his clothes, and was the very man
he undertook to be till the play was over, and nothing more [x].

So e>:a£t was he in following nature, that the look of furprife he

affumed in the character of Hamlet, aftonifhed Booth (when he

firlt perfonated the ghoft) to fuch a degree, that he was unable

to proceed in his part for fome moments [y].

BEVERIDGE (William), a learned englifh divine, born at

Barrow in Leicefterfhire, 1638. He was educated at St. John's

college, Cambridge; where he applied with great affiduity to the

oriental languages, and made fuch proficiency in this part of

£ t] Cibber's Life, p. 99.

[ul " Having received notice," fays

the author of this paper, " that the fa-

mous Mr. Betterton was to be interred

this evening in ihe cloifters, near Welt-

minlter-abbey, I was refolved to walk

thither, and fee the laft office done to a

man whom I had always very much ad-

mired, and from whofe adtion I had re-

ceived more impreffions oi what is great

and noble in human nature, than from

the arguments of the molt folid philofo-

phers, or the defcriptions of the molt

charming poets I had ever read. Such an

actor as Mr. Betterton ought to be recorded

with the fame refpeft as Rofcius amongft

the Romans. The greateil orator has

thought fit to quote his judgement, and

celebrate his life. Rofcius was the ex-

ample to all that would form, themfelves

into a proper and winning behav:our.

His action was fo well adapted to the fen-

timents he expreffed, that the youth of

Rome thought they wanted only to be

virtuous, to be as graceful in then-appear-

ance as Rofcius. I have hardly a notion,

that any performance of antiquity could

furpafs the action ot Mr. Betterion, in

any of the occafions in which lie has ap-

peared on our Stage. The wonderful

agony which he appeared in, when he

examined the circumitances of the hand-

kerchief in Othello; the mixture of love

that intruded upon his mind upon the in-

nocent anfwers Defdemona makes, be-

trayed in his geitures fuch a variety and
vicilhtude of paffions, as would admonifh

a man to be afraid of his own heart,

and perfectly coimnct him, that it is to

z

ftab it to admit that worft of daggers,

jealoufy. Whoever reads in his clofet

this admirable fcene, will find that he
cannot, unlets he lias as warm an imagi-

naiion as Shakfpeare himfelf, find any

but dry, incoherent, and broken fentences :

but a reader that has feen Betterton act

it, ohferves, there could not he a word
added ; that loneer fpeeches had been un-

natural, nay impoiTiMe, in Othello's cir-

cumftances. The charming paffage in

the fame tragedy, where he tells the man-
ner of winning the affection of Ins miftrefs,

was urged with fo moving and graceful an

energy, that while I walked in the cloif-

ters, I thought of him with the fame con-

cern as if I waited for the remains of a

perfon wiio had in real life done all that

1 had feen him reprefent. The gloom of

the place, and faint lights before the

ceremony appeared, contributed to the

melancholy dilpotitiun I was in ; and I

began to be extremely afflicted that Bru-

tus and Caffius had any difference ; that

Hotfpui's gallantry was fo unfortunate ;

and that the mirth and good humour of

FalftafF could not exempt him from the

grave." Tatler, No. 167.

[xl Biographia Britannica.

[v] The following dramatic work 1
: were

publifhed by Mr. Betterton. 1. The wo-
man made a juftice, a comedy. 2. The
unjuit judge; or. Appius and Virginia, a

tragedy, written originally by Mr. |ohn

Webster, an old poet, who flouriihed in

the reign of James I. It was only altered

by Mr. Betterton. 3. The amorous \vi-

d w, or, the wanton wife, a play written

on the plan of Moliere's Georue Dandin.

3 learning,
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learning, that at eighteen years of age he wrote a Treatiie of the

excellency and ufe of the oriental tongues, efpecially the hebrew,

chaldee, fyriac, arabic, and famaritan ; with a fyriac grammar.

Jan. 3d, 1661, he was ordained deacon by Robert, bifhop of

Lincoln, and prieft the 3 1 ft of that month •, and, about the fame
time, was prefented to the vicarage of Yealing in Middlefex,

which he refigned about a year after, upon his being chofen rec-

tor of St. Peter's, Cornhill, by the mayor and aldermen of Lon-
don [z]. He applied himfelf to the difcharge of his miniftry,

with the utmoft zeal and afliduity. He was highly inftructive

in his difcourfes from the pulpit ; and his labours were crowned
with fuch fuccefs, that he was ftyled " The great reviver and
reltorer of primitive piety [Aj." Bifhop Hinchman, his diocefan,

having conceived a great efteem for him, collated him to a pre-

bend of St. Paul's, Dec. 22, 1674 •, and his fucceflbr, Dr. Comp-
ton, conferred upon him the archdeaconry of Colchefter, Nov. 3,

168 1. Nov. the 5th, 1684, he was inftalled prebendary of Can-
terbury j and about the fame time appointed chaplain to king

William and queen Mary. In 1691, he was offered, but refufed.

to accept of, the fee of Bath and Wells, vacant by the depriva-

tion of Dr. Kenn, on his refufmg to take the oaths to king Wil-
liam and queen Mary : but fome time after he accepted of that

of St. Afaph, and was confecrated July 16, 1704 [3]. Upon his

advancement to the epifcopal chair, he wrote a pathetic letter to

the clergy of his diocefe, recommending to them " the duty of

catechifing and inftrucling the people committed to their charge,

in the principles of the chriftian religion ; to the end they

might know what they were to believe and do, in order to fal-

vation :" and to enable them to do this the more effectually, he
fent them a plain expofition upon the church catechifm. This
prelate did not enjoy his epifcopal dignity above three years and
fome months ; for he died March the 5th, 1707, in the 71ft year

of his age, and was buried in St. Paul's cathedral. He left the

greateft part of his eftate to the focieties for propagating chrif-

tian knowledge. He was a benefactor to the vicarage of Barrow
where he was born, and to the curacy of Mount Sorrel, in the

parifh of Barrow [c].

BEVERLAND

[z] Newcoqrt'sRepert. ecclefiafh vol. i. metices chronologies libellis. 1669. 3.

p. 764. "ZvvJhy.ov, five l'andectse canonum S. S.

[a] Ibid. p. C26, 93. npoftoipT-um et conciliorum ab ecclefia

fn"] Wood's Falti, vol. ii. col. r 76. graeca receptorum, &c. Pxonii, 1672.

[c] Bifhop Beverids;e left many learned 2 vols, folio. 4. Codex canonum ecclefiae

v/orks. Thofe publifhed by himfelf are as pnmitiv<e vindicatus et illuftratus. 1679.

follow: t, Dc linguarum orientalium, c,. The church catechifm explained for the

prai'ertim hebraicae, chaldaicae, fynacae, ufe of the diocefe of St. Afaph. 1704. 410.

arabicse, et famaritanicae, piseftantia et Reprinted feveral times fince in a fmall

i|fu. 1658. i. Inftitutionum chronolo- volume.— Befides the above-mentioned^

licarum libri duo, una cum tqtidem arith- works of (his prelate, we have the fol-

lowing,
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BEVERLAND (Hadrian), born at Middleburgh in Zealand,

was a man of genius, but proftituted his talents by employing
them in the compofition of loofe and obfcene pieces. He took

the degree of doctor of law, and became an advocate ; but his

paflion for polite literature diverted him from any purfuits in

that way. He was a paffionate admirer of Ovid, Catullus, Pe-
tronius, and fiich autho s. Mr. Wood tells us, that Beverland

was at the univerfity of Oxford in 1672 [n]. His treatife 011

original fin f_E] involved him in great trouble and difficulties.

He was commixed to prifon at the Hague, and his book con-

demned to be burnt ; he was difcharged however after he had
paid a fine, and taken an oath that he would never write again

upon fuch fubjects. He removed to Utrecht, where he led a

moft dilTolute life, and boafted every where of his book, which
had been burnt at the Hague. His behaviour at length obliged

the magiftrates to fend him notice privately, that they expected

he ihould immediately leave the city. He removed from thence

to Leyden, where he wrote a fevere fatire againft the magiftrates

and minifters of that city, under the title of " Vox clamantis in

deferto," which was difperfed in manufcript : but finding after

this, that it would not be fafe for him to remain in Holland, he
went oyer to England, where Dr. Ifaac Voffius procured him a

penfion. His income was inconfiderable, yet he fpent the

greatefl part of it in purchafing fcarce books, obfcene defigns,

lowing, puMifhed after his death : 6. Pri-

vate thoughts upon religion, d ;.gefted into

twelve articles, with practical refolutions

formed thereupon : written in his younger

veal-; (when he was about twenty-three

years old) For the fettling of his principles

and conduct in life. 1709. 7. Frivate

thoughts upon a chriftian life ; or necef-

fary directions for its beginning and pro-

grefs upon earth, in order to its final perr

feftion in the beatificviiion. 1709. 8. The
great neceffity and advantage of public

prayer and frequent communion. Defigned

to revive primitive piety; with medita-

tions, ejaculations, and prayers, before, at,

and after the facrament. 1710. Thefe
have been reprinted feveral times in Svo.

and iirao. 9. One hundred and fifty fer-

rnons and difcqurfes, on feveral fubjects.

1 70S, in 12 vols. 8vo. Printed in 17 19,
in 2 vols, folio. 10. Thelaurus theolo-

gicus : or, a complete fyftem of divinity,

fummed up in brief notes upon felecl places

pf the old and new leftament ; wherein
the facred text is reduced under proper

heads, explained and illustrated with the

ppinions and authorities of the ancient fa-

z

thers, councils, &c. T71T. 4 vols. 8vo.
n. A defence of the book of Pfalms, col-

lected intoenglifh metre, by Thomas Stern-

hold, John Hopkins, and others, with cri-

tical obfervations on the new verfion com-
pared with the old. 1710. Svo. In this

book he gives the old verfion the prefer-

ence to the new. 12. Expofition of the 39
articles. 1710, 1716, folio.

fr>] Fafti, vol. ii. edit. 1721.
[f] Itis intituled "Peccatum original*

xc.r t$-oyw, he nuncupatum philologice

problematicos elucubratum 4 Themidif
alumno. Vera redit facies, dilTimulata pe-

tit. Eleutheropoli. Extra plateam obfeu-

ram, privilegio authoris, ahfjue ubi et

quando. At the end of the book are thefe

words : " In horto Hefperidum typis

Adami Evae Terns filii, 1678.'' His defign

in this piece is to (hew, that Adam's fin

confilled entirely in the commerce with his

wife, and that original fin is nothing elfe

but the inclination of the fexes to each

other. He expatiates very largely vipon

this inclination, and the effects of it, and

introduces the meft obfcene terms.

4 piclures,
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pictures, medals, and ftrange {hells. He feems afterwards to

have repented of his irregular life, and to have been forry he had
written fuch pieces [fj : and as an atonement he is faid to have
publifhed histreatife De Fornicatione cavenda [g] in 1698. He
tells us, in an advertifement prefixed to this book, that it was the

refult of his repentance ; and fpeaks of his loofe pieces in the

following terms :
" I condemn the warmth of my imprudent

youth; I detelt my loofe ityle, and my libertine fentiments. I

thank God, who has removed from my eyes the veil which blind-

ed my light in a miserable manner, and who would not fuffer

me any longer to feek out weak arguments to defend this crime.

He has likewife infpired me with fuch a refolution, that I have

burnt all that I have written upon this fubject, and fent to the rec-

tor magnificus of the univerfity of Leyden, the books De Profti-

bulis Veterum. I defire all perfons who have procured any ma-
nufcript of my writing either privately or in any other method,
to return it to me, that I may burn it myielf. And if any per-

fon mould refufe this, I wifh him all the misfortunes which ufe

to happen to one who violates his trull." Yet, notwithstanding

thefe exprefhons, his fincerity has been fufpecTed ; and it has

been alleged, that he wrote this laft piece with no other view
than to raife the curiofity of mankind, to enquire after the for-

mer. After Vollius's death, .he fell into the mod extreme po-

verty, and incurred an univerfa.l hatred from the many violent

fatires which he had written againft different perfons. Befides

this misfortune, his head began to be a little turned ; and in the

year 1712, he wandered from one part of England to another,

imagining that two hundred men had confederated together to

affaffinate him. It is probable that he died foon after ^ for we
hear no more of him from that time [h].

BEVERWICK (John de), in latin Beverovicius, born at

Dordrecht in 1594 of a noble family. Brought up from his in-

fancy under the eyes of Gerard John Voflius, he vifited feveral

univerfities for acquiring knowledge in the art of medicine, and
took his doctor's degree at Padua. He praclifed in the place of

his nativity, where he likewife filled feveral polls with dif-

tindHon. He died in 1647, aged 51; and though his courfe was
not remarkably long, yet Daniel Heinfius, in the epitaph he
made on him, calls him, Vitre artifex, mortis fugator. His prin-

cipal works are, 1. De termino vitx-, fatali an mobili ? Rotter-

[f] In t68o, he publifhed in 8vo, at Vcffius in his commentary upon Catullus.

Leyden, his book, De ftolata? virginitatis Niteron, Memoirs, &c.

jure lucubratio academica, which is a [c] The title of it is as follows : " De
very loofe piece. He wrote likewife ano- fornicatione cavenda admonitio, five ad-

ther of the fame kiid, De proftibulis ve- hortatio ad ptidicifiam et csftitatem."

terum, i. e. Or the brothels of the an- Lord, in Svo. 16 ,
s

.

cients; part of which was inferted by Ifaac [hJ Niceron, Memoirs, &c. torn. xiv.

dam,
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dam, 1644, 8vo*, andLeyden, 1651,410- This book made fome
noife at the time. He difcuffes this queftion : Whether the term
of life of every individual be fixed and immutable; or, whether
it maybe changed. 2- De excellentia fexus fceminei; Dordrecht,

1639, 8vo. 3. De calculo; Leyden, 1.638— 1641, 8vo. 4. In-

troduclio ad medicinam indigenam ; Leyden, 1663, umo. This
book, fays Vigneul Marville, is a very fmall volume, but ex-

tremely well filled. Beverovicius proves in it, to every man's
fatisfacxion, that, without having recourfe to remedies from fo-

reign countries, Holland fhould be contented with her own is

the practice of medicine.

BEUF (John le), born at Auxerre in 1687, became a mem-
ber of the academy of belles-lettres and inferiptions of Paris in

1750. He died in 1760, aged 73. He wrote feveral books.

The moft known of them are, 1. Recueil de divers ecrits fervant

a l'eclairciflbment de 1'hiftoire de France ; 2 vols. nmo. 1738.
2. Diflertations fur 1'hiftoire ecclefiarlique et civile de Paris

;

to which are added feveral matters that elucidate the hiftory of

France; 3 vols. umo. 3. Traite hiftorique ct pratique fur le

chant ecclefiaitique ; 1 74 1, 8vo. 4. Memoires fur 1'hiftoire

d'Auxerre ; 2 vols. 4to. 1743. 5. Hiftoire de la ville et de tout

le diocefe de Paris; 15 vols. i2mo. 6. Several diflertations

difperfed in the journals, and in the memoirs of the academy of

which he was member. The learned are indebted to him like-

wife for the difcovcry of a number of original pieces, which he
dragged out of the oblivion in which they had long been loft.

The abbe le Beuf was a prodigy of erudition. It breaks forth

in all his works; but it is often ill-digeited. He never ceafed

till the end of his days from making laborious refearches. He
undertook feveral journies through the different provinces of

France for investigating the remains of antiquity. The writer of

this article had the pleafure of making hi/ acquaintance at

Nifmes. The curious monuments of ancient art with which
that town is enriched, threw him into tranfports of enthufiafm

and fuch abfences of mind as made the common people flare,

but caufed no furprife to men of tafte.

BEZA (Th^odorc), a moft zealous promoter and defender
of the reformed church, born at Vezelai, in Burgundy, June
the 24th, is 19- He was brought up by his uncle Nicholas de
Beza, counfellor of the parliament of Paris, till December 1528,
when he was fent to Orleans under the care of Melchior Wol-
mar. He lived feven years with Wolmar, under whom he made
an extraordinary progrefs in polite learning, and from him im-
bibed the principles of the proteltant religion [ij. His uncle in-

tended him for the bar. The law however not fuiting his dif-

f v] Eszae Epift. ad Wolmarum.

pofition,
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pofition, he beftowed moft of his time in reading the greek and
latin authors, and in compofing verfes. He took his licentiate's

degree in 1539, and went to Paris. He had made a promife to

a young woman to marry her publicly as foon as certain obfta-

cles ihould be removed, and in the mean time not to engage
himfelf in the ecclefiaftical (late. A fudden and dangerous ill-

nefs prevented him fome time from putting his defign in exe-

cution, but, as foon as he recovered, he fled with this woman to

Geneva j where he arrived OcSt. 24th, 1548, and from thence

went to Tubingen, to fee Melchicr Wolmar. The year after he
accepted of the greek profefforfhip at Laufanne, which he held
for nine or ten years, and then returned to Geneva, where he be-

came a proteflant minifter. He did not confine himfelf whilft

he held his profeflbrihip to the greek lectures, but alfo read in

french on the new Teftament, and publifhed feveral books whilft

he ref'ded at Laufanne [k~. Having fettled at Geneva in 1559,
he adhered to Calvin in the ftritleft manner, and became in a

little time his colleague in the church and in the univerfity. He
was fent to Nerac, to the king of Navarre, to confer with him
upon affairs of importance [l]. This prince had expreffed his

defire, both by letters and deputies, that Theodore Beza might
affift at the conference of Poiffi ; and thefenate of Geneva com-
plied with his requelt : nor could they have made choice of a

perfon more capable of doing honour to the caufe ; for Beza was
an excellent fpeaker,knew the world, and had a great fhare 01 wit.

The whole audience hearkened attentively to his harangue, till

he touched upon the real prefence, on which fubject, he dropped

an cxpreffion which occafioned fome murmuring [m]. Through-
cut the whole conference, he behaved himfelf as a very able

man. He often preached before the king of Navarre and the

[k! The firft piece he publifhed here, the book which Caftalio, under the feigned

vat 1 fiench tratu-epmedy, intituled, " Le name of Martinus Bellius, had compofed

Sacrifice d'Abraham." Jacomot turned it on this important fubject, a little alter the

into latin in I <q8. Almoft at the fame time punifhment of Servetus.

James Bnrno tranflated it into the fame He publifhed alfo at this place, A fhort

language at Amiterdam. expofuion of chriftianity ex docTtrina d*

Beza had been accuftomed to go to Ge- seternn Dei prsedeftinatione ; An anfwer

neva in the vacations, to fee Calvin, who to Joachim Weftphalus, concerning I the

exhorted him to dedicate his talents to the Lord's fupper; Two dialogues on the fam*

fervice of the church, and advifed him to fubjedl againft Tillemannus Heihufius ; and

finilh what Marot had begun. Beza fol- An anfwer to Caftalio concerning the doc-?

lowed this advice, and tranllated the hun- trine of predeftination.

dred pfalms that remained into fiench [l] Ant. Fayus, de vita et obitu Th.
verfe ; and they were printed, with the Bezse, p. 21.

king's privilege, in 1561. One of the moft [m] The expreiTion was this : " We fay

remarkable writings which he publifhed that the body of Je fus Chiift is as dilbnt

curing his ftay at Laufanne, was the tiea- from the bread and wine, as the higheft

tife " De haereiieis a magiftratu punien- heaven is from the earth." Beza, hift. tc-

ia." He publiihed it by way of anfwer to clefiaft. book iv. p. 516.

prince
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prince of Conde. After the mailacre of Vafli, he was deputed

to the king, to complain of this violence; the civil war followed

foon after, during which the prince of L'onde kept him with him.

Beza was prefent at the battle of Dreux, and did not return to

Geneva till after the peace of 1503. He revifited France in 1568.

He publifhed feveral books after his return to Geneva [n]. He
went again to France in 157), to afiift at the national fynod of

Rochelle, of which he was ehofen moderator. The year after

he was prefent at that of Nifmes, where he oppefed the faction

of John Morel- He was at the conferences of Montbeliard, in

1586", where he difputed with John Andreas a divine of Tu-
bingen. Beza defired that the difpute might be held by argu-

ments in form •, but he was obliged to comply with his adver-

fary, who was unwilling to be con [trained by the rules of fyllo-

gifm In 1588, he was at the fynod of Bern, where the doc-

trine of Samuel Huberus, relating to our juftification before God,
was condemned.
The infirmities of old age beginning to fall heavy upon him

ur 1 597, he could feldom fpeak in public ; and at laft, in the

beginning of 1600, he relinquifhed it entirely. However, in

1597, he wrote fome animated verfes againft the Jefuits, on oc-

cafion of the report that was made of his death, and of his hav-

ing before he died made profefiion of the roman faith. He lived

till Oct. 13, 1605. He was a man of extraordinary merit, and
one who did great fervices to the proteftant caufe, which expofed

him to innumerable flanders and calumnies ; but he fhewed both

the catholics and lutherans, that he underitood how to defend

himfelf. His poems, intituled Juvenilia, have made a great

[n] Soon after the eftablimment in the

church of Geneva, he turned into latin a

onfeffion of faith, which he had formerly

written in french, to juftify himfelf to his

father, and to endeavour to convert the good

old man. He publifhed this confeffion in

I560, and dedicated it to his matter Mel-
chior Wolmar. His pen lay itiil whilft lie

was in the army, either with the prince of

Cor.de. or the admiral deCoiigny; but as

foon as he was come back to Geneva, he

wrote two anfwers, one to Caftalio, the

other to Francis Baudouin.

He afterwards attacked Brentius and

James Andreas, upon their doftrinc of the

ubiquity. About the fame time he wrote

his book De divortiis et repudiis, againlr.

Bernardine Orchin, vvho had written in

favour of polygamy.

He alfo attacked the errors of Flacius

Illyricus. He anfwered Claudius d^ Saintes,

Selneccerus, James Andreas, Pappus, &c.

He translated the Pfalms of David into all

forts of latin verfe. He publifhed a treatife

of the facraments, and a book againft Hoff-

mannus ; fome fermons on the paffion of

Jefus Chrift, and on Solomon's Song; a
verfion of the Canticles, in lyric verfe ; an
anfwer to Genebrard, to whom this tranf-

lation had afforded a new fubjec"t of repeat-

ing his abufes.

In 150)0, he publifhed his treatife De
excommunicatione et prefbyterio, againft

Thomas Eraftus. Some time after he ex-

amined Saravia's book, De miniitroruro

evangelii gradibus. A more particular ac-

count of his writings may be feen in An-
thony la Faye's catalogue, at the end of
hiswotk De vitaet obitu Theodori Bezsej

but lie has omitted the icones of the famous
men who fet their hand to the work of the

reformation, and the ecclefialiical hiftory

of the reformed churches there ; a very cu-
rious work, which reaches from 1521 down
to the peace of March 13, '563.

noife.
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noife [o]. They have been thought to contain verfes too free,

and not fuited to the purity of the chriftian religion.

BEZOUT (Stephen), of the academy of fciences, examiner

of marines, and of the pupils of artillery, was born at Nemours
March 31, 1730, and died at Paris, Sept. 27, 1783. He is

chiefly known by his Courfe of Mathematics, 4 vols. 8vo. con-

fpicuous for its method and precifion. He publifhed alfo a trea-

tife of Navigation, 1769, 8vo. It is a fort of continuation of the

foregoing work. The author was zealoufiy attached to the du-

ties of his places. Being obliged to hold an examination at Tou-
lon, he heard that two of his pupils were attacked by the fmall

pox, which diforder he had never had. He difmifled all fear of

catching it ; and, in order not to deprive the young men of a

year's advancement, went and examined them in their bed.

BIANCHI (Peter), was born at Rome in 1694. This painter

fucceeded equally well in hiftory, landfcapes, portraits^ fea-pieces,

and animals. His works are at Ptome, where he died in 1739.

He excelled in the correclnefs of his drawing and the force of

his colouring. He brought the art of making anatomical figures

in coloured wax to great perfection.

BIANCHINI (Francis), born at Verona, Dec. 13, 1662, of a

family of diftinction, gained a reputation from his very youth by
the eftablifhment of the academy of the Aletonli, i. e. the lovers

of truth. This fociety, efpeciarly devoted to mathematical and
phyfical fubjects, was much benefited by the ftudies of its foun-

der. Cardinal Ottoboni, afterwards pope under the name of

Alexander VIII. made him his librarian. He was then promoted

to a canonicate in the church of St. Mary of the Rotonda, and

prefently after to another in that of St. Laurence in Damafo.
lie was fecretary to the conferences on the reformation of the

calendar; to which place he was nominated by Clement XI.

Innocent XII f. and Benedict XIII. conferred on him public

marks of their efteem. In 1705 the fenate incorporated him
with the roman noblefie ; an honour attached to his family and

all their defcendants. He died March 2, 1729, at the age of 67,

member of feveral academies. For eight years' he had been em-
ployed in making obfervations for enabling him to trace a me-
ridian for Italy. The citizens of Verona, after his death, fet up
a buft of him in their cathedral ; an honour they had already

paid to the memory of cardinal Noris. The public have by Bian-

chini, 1. Palazzo di Cefari; Verona, 1738, folio, cum fig. 2. In-

fcrizzioni fepolcrali della cafa di Augufto : Rome, 1727, folio.

Thefe two works are evident teftimohies of his Ikill in antiqui-

ties. 3. An edition of Anaftafius Bibliothecarius, 1718, 4 vols.

fo] They were ptintcd at Paris in t cd.'1 , Thefe poems confift of Silva?, Epitaphs,-

Ly Jodocus Radius Afcep.fius, with a privi- Images, icones, and Epigrams,

lege ot the parliament for three years.

folio ;
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folio ; with notes, difTertations, prefaces, prolegomena, and va-

riantes. Here we fee a great profufion of learning ; but the

book is full of typographical errors. 4. Pieces of poetry and
eloquence. 5. A univerfal Hiftory, in kalian-, printed at Rome
in 4to. 1697, with plates. It is held in high efteem, becaufe the

author refls folely on the genuine monuments of antiquity. He
was an univerfal fcholar.—Care mull be taken not to confound
him with Jofeph Bianchini, likewife of Verona, an orator of
Rome, who wrote againft the Bellum Papale of Thomas James.
His anfwer is to be found in the collection intituled, Vindicia? ca-

nonicarum fcripturarum vulgatse edit. Rome, 1740, folio.

BIBIENA (Ferdinand Galli), painter and architect, was
born at Boulogne in 1657. He ftudied the elements of his art

under the Cignani, a diltinguifhed artift. The mafter produced
his difciple to the world. His talents for architecture, for thea-

trical decorations, and for perfpeclive, obtained him a good re-

ception. The duke of Parma and the emperor gave him the title

of their firft painter, and loaded him with favours. Several mag-
nificent edifices were raifed after his plans. His pieces of per-

fpeclive are full of tafte. There have not been wanting however
fome critics who have cenfured him for having a pencil more
fantatlic than natural and juft. He died blind in 1743, leaving

two books of architecture, and fons worthy of their father, ft

is probable that to one of them (J. Galli Bibiena) the public

is indebted for the Hiftory of the amours of Valeria and the

noble Venetian Barbarigo ; tranflated into French ; Laufanne
and Geneva, 1 751

.

BIBLiANDER (Theodore), profeflbr of theology at Zurich,

died there of the plague in 1564, at the age of 65, after having

publifhed feveral works. 1 he principal are, 1. An edition of

the Koran, with marginal notes; Roftock, 1638, 4to. 2. A col-

lection of ancient writings on mohammedanifm ; folio, 1543.
This collection is curious, and is now become fcarce. 3. An
edition of the bible of Leon de Juda ; Zurich, 1 543, folio.

4. Commentaries on feveral books of fcripture, &c He was
very expert in the oriental tongues.

BIDDLE (John), born in 1615, at Wotten-under-Edge, in

Gloucefterfnire [p]. He was educated at the free-fchool in that

town ; and, being a promifing youth, was noticed by George lord

Berkeley, who made him an allowance of iol. a year [q3 In

1634 he was fent to Oxford, and entered at Magdalen-hall.

June 23, 1683, he took the degree of bachelor of arts, and foon

after was invited to be mafter of the fchool of his native place ;

|"r] Short account of the life of T. lated Virgil's eclogues, and the two firft

Biddle, preiixed to the ift vol. of Socinian fatircs ofjuvenal, into enghih verfe. Both

tracls, printed at London, 1691, 4to. which tranilations were printed at London.

[%.] Whilft he was at fchool, he tranf- in 1O34 in Svo.

but
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but declined it. May 20, 1 691, he took his degree of mafter c'F

arts j and the magiflrates of Glouceiler having chofen him mafter

of the free-fehool of St. Mary de Crypt in that city, he went and
fettled there, and was much efleemed for his diligence. Falling,

however, into fome opinions concerning the trinity, different

from thofe commonly received [r], and having expreffed his

thoughts with too much freedom, he was accufed of herefy :

and being fummoned before the magiflrates, he exhibited in

writing a confeffion, which not being thought fatisfaclory, he
was obliged to make another more explicit than the former.

When he had fully confidered this doctrine, he comprifed it in

twelve arguments drawn from the feripture ; wherein the com-
monly received opinion, touching the deity of the holy fpirit,

is refuted [s]. An acquaintance who had a copy of them, having

ihewed them to the magiftrates of Glouceiler, and to the par-

liament committee then rending there, he was committed, De-
cember 2, 1645, to the common gaol (though at that time

afflicted by a fore fever), to remain in that place till the parliament

ihould take cognizance of the matter. However, an eminent
perfon in Glouceiler procured his enlargement, by giving fe-

curity for his appearance when the parliament fhould fend for

him. June 1646, archbiihop Ufher, palling through Glouceiler

in his way to London, had a conference with our author, and
endeavoured, but in vain, to convince him of his errors. Six

months after he had been fet at liberty he was fummoned to

appear at Weflminfter, and the parliament appointed a com-
mittee to examine him ; before whom he freely confeffed, that

he did not acknowledge the commonly received notion of the

divinity of the holy ghoft ; but, however, was ready to hear

what could be oppofed to him, and, if he could not make out

his opinion to be true, honeilly to own his error. But being

wearied with tedious and expenfive delays, he wrote a letter to

fir Henry Vane, a member of the committee, requefting him
either to procure his difcharge, or to make a report of his cafe

to the houfe of commons. The refult of this was, his being

committed to the cullody of one of their officers, which reftraint

continued the five years following. He was at length referred

to the affembly of divines then fitting at Weftminiler, before

[Rp'Theauthorofhislifetellsus, that, cover his reafon of queftioning it."

having laid afide the impediments ofpreju- [s] Thefe twelve arguments, &c. were

dice, he gave himfelf liberty to try allthings, firft publilhed in 1647, and reprinted in

that he might hold fall that which is good. 1653, and laftly in 1691, 4to. in a col-

Thus diligently rending the holy fcriptures lection of focinian tradts, intituled, The'

(for focinian books he had read none) he faith of one God, &c. They were an-

perceived the common doctrine concern- fwe red by Matthew Poole, M. A. the

ing the holy trinity was not well grounded learned editor of Synopiis Criticorum, in,

in revelation, mucli lefs in reafon; and his plea for the godhead of the holy ghoft,.

being as generous in fpeakinj as free in &c. aud by others at home and abroad,

judging, he did, as OLcafion olfeied, dil-

e whom
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whom he often appeared, and gave them in writing his twelve

arguments, which were publiihed the fame year. Upon their

publication, he was fummoned to appear at the bar of the houfe

of commons ; where being aiked, " Whether he owned this

treatife, and the opinions therein r" he anfwered in the affirma-

tive. Upon which he was committed to prifon, and the houfe or-

dered, Sept. 6, 1 747, that the book mould be called in and burnt

by the hangman, and the author be examined by the committee

of plundered minifters [t]. But Mr. Biddle drew a greater

ftorm upon himfelf by two tracts he publiihed in 1648, " A
confeflion of faith touching the holy trinity according to the

fcripture :" and " The testimonies of Irenseus, Juftin Martyr,

Tertullian, Novatianus, Theophilus, Origen, alfo of Arnobius,

Lactantius, Eufebius, Hilary, and rirightman, concerning that

one God, and the perfons of the holy trinity, together with ob-

fervations on the fame." As foon as they were publiihed, the

affembly of divines folicited the parliament, and procured an or-

dinance, inflicting death upon thofe that held opinions contrary

to the received doclrine about the trinity, and fevere penalties

upon thofe who differed in leffer matters. Biddle, however,

efcaped by a diffenfion in the parliament, part of which was
joined by the army ; many of whom, both officers and foldiers,

being liable to the feverities of the ordinance above-mentioned,

it therefore from that time lay unregarded for feveral years.

Biddle had now more liberty allowed him by his keepers ; who
fuffered him, upon fecurity given, to go into Staffordihire, where

he liva#- fome time with a justice of peace, who entertained him
with great hofpitality, and at his death left him a legacy. Ser-

jeant John Brarifhawj prefident of the council of ftate, his mortal

enemy, having got intelligence of this indulgence granted him,

caufed him to be recalled, and more ftrittly confined- In this

confinement he fpent his' whole fubftance, and was reduced to

great indigence, till he was employed by Roger Daniel of Lon-
don, to correct an impreflion of the feptuagint bible, which
that printer was about to publifli : and this gained-him for fome
time a comfortable fubfiftence. In J654, the parliament pub-

limed a general act. of oblivion, when Biddle was reftored to his

liberty. This he improved among thofe friends he had gained

in London, in meeting together every funday for expounding
the fcripture, and difcourfing thereupon ; by which, means his

opinions concerning the unity of God, Chrift his only fon, and
his holy fpirit, were fo propagated, that the prefbyterian mini-

fters became highly offended. The fame year he publiihed his

" Twofold fcripture catechifm [uj," which coming into the

hands

[t] Whitejock'* Memoirs, edit. 173:, [u] A larger and fhmter Catechifm,

p. 268. in which die Mifweri are excelled in the

very
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hands of fome of the members of Cromwell's parliament, mcef~
ing Sept. 3, 1654, a complaint was made againft it in the houfe
of commons. Upon this, the author being brought to the bar,and

afked, " Whether he wrote that book ?" anlwered by afking,
" Whether it feemed reafonable, that one brought before a judge-
ment-feat as a criminal, mould accufe himfelf." After fome de-

bates and refolutions, he was, Dec. 13, committed clcfe prifoner

to the Gatehoufe. A bill likewife was ordered to be brought in

forpunifhing him ; but, after about lix months imprifonment, he
obtained his liberty at the court of king's bench, by due courfe

of law. About a year after, another no lefs formidable danger
overtook him, by his engaging in a difpute with one Griffin an
anabaptift teacher, ^/iany of Griffin's congregation having em-
braced Biddlc's opinions concerning the trinity, he thought the

belt way to Hop the fpreading of fuch errors would be openly to

confute his tenets. For this purpofe he challenges Biddle to a
public difputation at his meeting in the Stone Chapel in St. Paul's

cathedral, on this queftion, " Whether Jefus Chrift be the moft
high, or almighty God r" Biddle would have declined the dif-

pute, but was obliged to accept of it ; and the two antagonists hav-
ing met amid ft a numerous audience, Griffin repeats the queftion,

afking " if any man there did deny, that Chrift was God moft
high?" to which Biddle refolutely anfwered, u

I do deny it:"

and by this open profellion gave his adverfaries the opportunity

of a pofitive and clear accufation, which they foon laid hold

of. But Griffin being baffled, the difputation was deferred till

another day, when Biddle was to take his turn of proving the

negative of the queftion. Meanwhile, Griffin and his party not

thinking themielvcs a match for our author, accufed him of

frefh Wafphemies, and procured an order from the protector to

apprehend him, July the 3d (being the day befoi'e the intended

iecond difputation), and to commit him to the Compter, [x]. lie

was afterwards fent to Newgate, and ordered to be tried for

Ins life the next feffions, on the ordinance againft blafphemy.
However, the protector pot choofing to have him either con-

demned or abfolved, took him out of the hands of the law, and
detained him in prifon •, till at length, being wearied with re--

ceiving petitions for and againft him, he banilhed him to St.

Mary's caftie in the ifle of Scilly, where he was fent Oct. 1655.
During this exi;e he employed himfelf in ftudying feveral in-

tricate matters, particularly the Revelation of St. John, and,

very words of fcripture, without either plicity and truth of the (capture." This
confequences cr comments; " compofed two-fold catechifm was animadverted up-
(he fays) for their fakes tl iin be 0:1 by Dr. Owen, in liis Vindicire L'van-

merc chrifl not of thrs or that gelicae, or Myftery of the gofpel vindicated,

ail .

,

, Oxon 1 6 -5, 4to.

by what n&me (bever di [>: I Lite, &c. p. 67.
cstthei more o» lefs aepai

after
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after Kis" return to London, publifhed an effay towards explain-

ing it. In : 6 c 8, the protestor, through the interceihon of many
friends, fuffered a writ of habeas corpus to be granted out of

the king's bench, whereby the prifoner was brought back, and,

nothing being laid to his charge, was ffet at liberty. Upon his

return to London, he became pallor of an independent meet-

but did not continue long in town j for Cromwell dying

Sept. 3, 1658, his fon Richard called a parliament, confining

chicily of preibyterians, whom of all men Biddle mod dreaded :

he therefore retired privately into the country. This parliament

being foon dinblved, he returned to his former employment till

the reftoration of king Charles the fecond, when the liberty of

diflenters was taken away, and their meetings puniihed as Se-

ditious. Biddle then retrained himfelf from public to more
private afiemblies, but could not even fo be fafe ; for, June 1,

1662, he was leized in his lodging, where he and fome few of

his friends had met for divine worfhip, and was, with them,
carried before *a juftice of peace, who commuted them all to

prifon, where they lay, till the recorder took fecurity for their

anfwering to the charge brought againft them at the next fef-

fion. But the court not being then alle to find a ftatute whereon
to form any criminal indictment, they'were referred to the fef-

fion following, and proceeded againft at common law ; each
oi the hearers was fined 20I. Biddle 100I. and to lie in prifon

till paid. But in lefs than five weeks he, by clofe confinement,

contracted a difeafe, which put an end to his life, Sept. 22, 1662,
in the 47th year of his age. Lie was buried in the cemetery
near Old Bethlem, in Moorfields ; and a monument was erected

over his grave, with an infeription. His life was publifhed in

latin at London 1682 : the author, Mr. Farrington, of the Inner
Temple, who gives him a high chara£ter lor piety and morals.

B1DLOO (Godfrey), a famous anatomical writer, born at

Amfterdarn in 1649. After he had paffed through his acade-

mical ftudies, he applied himfelf to phyfic and anatomy, and
took his degree of M. D. [y]. He foon got into confiderable

practice; in 1688 was made profelTor of anatomy at the Hague,
which he quitted in 1694 for the profefforfhip of anatomy and
chirurgery at Leyden ; and afterwards William of England ap-

pointed him his phyfician, which he accepted on condition of
holding his profefforfhip. The king died in 1702, and Bidloo

returned to his former employments,- which he had been inter-

rupted in the difcharge of by his conftant attendance upon that

prince. He died at Leyden, April 17: 3, being 04 years of age.

There was publifhed at Leyden, j 7 19, a miscellaneous collection

of our author's poems in low dutch.

fV] Niceron, Mcmoires, &c. torn. 7.

Vol. II. A a BIEFIELD
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BIEFIELD (James Frederic bakon de), bcrn at Hamburgh,

the 3 i ft of March 1717, accompanied, as fecretaire de legation,

the count de Truchfes, ambafiador from the king of Pruffia to

the court of London. In 1745 the king of Pruffia appointed

him preceptor, to prince Ferdinand, his brother ; curator of the

universities 1747, and in the year following created him baron
and privy- counfellor. He afterwards retired to an eftate he had
in the country of Altembourg ; where he divided his time be-

tween ftudy and the cares of his family. During his laft ill-

nefs he caufed himfelf to be carried to Altembourg ; where he
died the 5th of April 1770. He publifbed feveral works, which
are not of the firlt quality : 1. Inflitutions politiiques, Liege, 1774,

3 vols. 8vo. 2. Progres des Allemands dans les belles-lettres,

8vo. 3. Amufemens dramatiques. 4. Lettres familieres. 5. Traits

d'erudition univerfelle. 6. A periodical publication, intituled,

the Hermit ; which flood its ground for three years.

BERNOUILLl (Daniel) [z],* member of all poffible acade-

mies, &c. bom at Grouingeii, Feb. 9, 1700 ; died in March 178''-

Intended for trade—his pride, on folving a difficult problem in

a very fhort time, taken down by his father's faying to him, in-

ftead of the praife he expected, " Ought not you to have an-

fwered it at once?"—pafled fome time in Italy, and at 24 re-

fufed to be prefident of an academy meant to have been efta-

blifhed at Genoa •, pafled fome years at St. Peterfburg, with great

credit, and in 1733 returned to Bafil, where he fucceffively filled

the chair of phyfic, natural and fpeculative philofophy. In his

firft work," Exercitationes mathematical," he took the only title

he then had, viz. " Son of John Bernouilli," and never would
fufier any other to be added to it. This work appeared in Italy,

with the Great Inquifitor's privilege added to it, and it clafled

Bernouilli in the rank of inventors. He gained or divided nine

prizes, which were contended for by the moft illuftrious mathe-
maticians in Europe, from the Academy of Sciences. The only

man who has had fuccefs of the fame kind is Euler, his country-

man, difciple, rival, and friend. His firfl prize he gained at

24 years of age. In 1 734 he divided one with his father: but

this hurt the family union ; for the father conilrued the conteffc

itfelf into a want of refpecl •, and the fon did not fufficiently

conceal that he thought (what was really the cafe) his own
piece better than his father's. Befides this, he declared for

Newton, againft whom his father had contended all his life. In

1740, Mr. Bernouilli divided the prize " On the tides of the fea"

with Euler and Maclaurin. The academy at the fame time

crowned a fourth piece, whofe only merit was that of being

[z] Maty's Review, Nov. 17?;, from (lie * Ouing to a miftake, this article was

Eloge iead at the Academy of Sciences. omitted in its proper place, p. 325.

Carte fian

;
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Cartefian ; but this was the laft public aft of adoration paid by

it to the authority of the author of the Vortices, which it had,

obeyed, perhaps, too long. In 1 748, Mr. Daniel Bernouilli fuc-

ceeded his father in the Academy of Sciences, and was himfelf

fucceeded by his brother John ; this place, fince its fir ft erection,

i. e. 8 1 years, never having been without a Bernouilli to fill it.

He was extremely refpedled at Bafil ; and to bow to Daniel Ber-

nouilli, when they met him in the ftreets, was one of the firft.

leffons which every father gave his child. He uled to tell two
little adventures, which he faid had given him more pleafure

than all the other honours he had received. He was travelling

with a learned (tranger, who, being pleafed with his converfa-

tion, aiked his name :
" I am Daniel Bernouilli," anfwered he,

with great modeity :
" And I," faid the ftranger (who thought

he meant to laugh at him), K am Ifaac Newton." Another time

he was giving a dinner to the famous Kcenig the mathematician,

who boaiied, with a fuliicient degree of felf-complacency, of a

difficult problem he had folved with much trouble. Bernouilli

went on doing the honours of his table ; and, when they went
to drink coffee, prefented him with a folution of the problem
more elegant than his own.
BIFIELD (Nicholas", preacher at St. Peter's church at Chef-

ter, where he was much followed and admired ; became vicar of

Meworth church in Middlefex, and continued there to his death,

which happened in 1622. He was a zealous obferver of the

Lord's day, and wrote feveral things to perfuade others to it,

as well as preached much for fuch a devout keeping of it. Mr.
Edward Brerewood, one of his auditors, oppofed his doctrine.

He died at 44 years of age, having written many books,

which were an argument of his great parts, his induftry, and his

quicknefs.

BIGNE (Gace de La), and not de la Vigne, as he is generally

Called by writers who have occafion to name him [for it is thus

he gives his own name in his Roman des Oifeaux], was of a

noble family of the diocefe of Bayeux. He was chaplain to

king John, and followed that prince into England after the

battle of Poictiers. Being at Rochefort in 1359 he began a

poem on the chace, intituled, Le Roman des Oifeaux, which he
fmilhed on his return to France. This he did at the command
of the king for the inftruetion of his fon Philip duke of Bur-

gundy. The abbe Goujet attributes this poem to Gallon de

Eoix, from its being printed at the end of the Miroir de la

Chaffe by that prince, but greatly different from the manu-
scripts. It is thought Gacee lived at leaft till J 3 74.

BIGNE (Marguerin de la), fprung from the fame family

with the foregoing, doctor of Sorbonne, and grand-doyen of

the church of Mans, was b.Qrn in 1546 at Bayeux, and was ftill

A a 2 living
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living in i<#I. He publifbed in 1575 a Bibliotheca patrum, m
8 vols folio •, which he- republished in 1589 in 9 vols. He was

the firft that undertook a work of that kind. The moft copious

edition we
%
have of it is in 27 vols, in folio, Lyons, 1677. We have

one in 1 6 vols, folio, of 1644, which is much elleemed, as contain-

ing the lefTer greek fathers. Another was fent forth at Cologne

in 1694. Pere Philip de St. Jacques gave an abridgment of

this collection in 2 vols. fol. 1719- To the Biblioth. pp. are

generally added. Index locorum fcripturee facrse, Genoa, 1707,

fol. and the Apparatus of Ndiirri, Paris, 1703 and 17 15, 2 vols.

fol. Such is the completed, edition. La Bigne diftinguiihed-

himfelf alfo by his harangues and his fermo'ns. He gave a col-

lection of fynodal ftatutes in 1578, 8vo. and an edition of

Ifidore of Seville in 1580, fol. - He was a very iludious man ;

and, having got into fome quarrels that were brought before

the magistrates of Bayeux, he rather chofe to give up his bene-

fices than his literary purfuits. He retired to Paris, where it is

fuppofed be died.

BIGN1COURT (Simon de), ancien cohfeillerau prefidial de-

Reims, where he was born in 1709, and died in 1775. He was

well verfed in ancient and modern literature. We have by him,

1. A colleelion of latin and french poems, 1707, 121110; they

are fhort, and in an eafy and natural llyie. His epigrams are

very much in the manner of the chevalier de Cailli ; and he

pofleffes one uncommon merit in his poetical productions, that

he has not one piece either in latin or french that exceeds,

twenty lines. Some of his countrymen have compared them

to Catullus, and feveral writers in the journals have extolled

' them as productions of extraordinary merit. But M. Bignifcourt

is belt known for his, 2. Penfees et reflections philofophiques.

This work, which had before been publiflied under the title of
1'Homme du monde & l'homme de lettres, has however its ad-

mirers and its cenfurers with refpe£fc to the method of writing

fet phrafes, and giving them for thoughts and maxims.

BIGNON (Jerome), a french writer, born at Paris in T590.

His father took the care of his education upon himfelf, and

taught him the languages, philofophy, mathematics, civil law,

and divinity. Jerome acquired great knowledge in a very fhort

time, and at ten years of age publiflied his Defcription of the

Holy Land [a] ; and three years after two other works [b], which

gained him great reputation in France. Henry IV. appointed

him page of honour to the dauphin, afterwards Lewis XIII.

[a] It is intituled, Chorographie, ou laritez d'jcelle. The other work is Trai'e

defcription de La Terre Sainte. fommairede 1 'election, des ppes : in which

[b] The firft v as, Difcours tie la ville piece lie gives an account of the different

de Rome, principles antiiju'itez & uugu- manner oi electing the popes formerly.

He
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He wrote a treatife of the precedency of the kings of France [c],

which he dedicated to this king, who ordered him to continue

his refearches upon the fubjecl: ; but the death of this prince

interrupted his defign, and made him leave the court ; whither

he was loon recalled at the follicitation of Mr. le Fevre, pre-

ceptor to Lewis XIII. and continued there till the death of his

friend. In 16.3 he publifned an edition of the Formulae of

Marculphus [d]; and the year following took a journey to Italy,

where he received many marks of efteem from Paul V. Father

Paul likewife being pleafed with his converfation, detained him
fome time at Venice.

Upon his return from his travels, he applied himfelf to the

practice of the bar with great fuccefs. His father procured for

him the poll of advocate general in the grand council ; in the

difcharge of which he railed himfelf fo great a reputation, that

the king nominated him iome time after counfellor of ftate, and
at lad advocate general in the parliament. In 1641 he refolved

to confine himfelf entirely to his bufmefs in the council of

ftate, and therefore refigned his place of advocate-general to

Mr. Briquet his fon-in-law. The year following he was ap-

pointed the king's librarian. His fon-in-law dying in 164^, he
was obliged to refume his pod of advocate-general, in order to

preferve it for his fon. He had alfo a confiderable fhare in the

ordinance of the year 1639 ; and he difeharged with great in-

tegrity the cornmiihons of Arriereban, and other polls which he
was intruded with at different times. Queen Anne of Aultria,

during her regency, fent for him to council upon the molt im-
portant occafions. He adjufted the differences between Mr.
d'Avaux and Mr. Servien, plenipotentiaries at Munfter ; and he
had a fhare, with M. de Brienne and d Emery, in making the

treaty of alliance with the dates of Holland in 1649. He was
appointed, in 165 1, to regulate the great affair of the fucceffion

of Mantua ; and in 1654, to conclude the treaty with the Hans
Towns. Mr. Bignon died, aged 66, on the 7th of April 1656,

of an adhma, with which he was feized the autumn before.

BILFINGER (George Bernard), born at Candadt in

1693, a univerfal fcholar, profeffbr of philofophy at St. Peterf-

burg, and of theology at Tubingen, died in 1750. It has been re-

marked, that all the perfons of this family come into the world

with twelve fingers and twelve toes. It was not however this

[c] It is intituled, De l'excellence des of the kings of Spain, under the title of

rois & du royaume de France, traitant de De dignitate regum Hifpanise. Granada,

la prefeance & des prerogatives des rois des 1602, m Fol.

France par deffus tous les autres, & de [d] The title of it is, Marculphi mo-
caufes d'icelles. This book was written in nachi foimula?. Ex bibiiotheca regia

order to confute what Diego Valdes, coun- Hieron. Eignonius edidit, & notis illuf-

fellor of the royal chamber of Granada, travit. Paris, 1613, 8vo. Sirafburg. 16^5,

had published in Uvour of the precedency 410.

A a 3
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clrcumftance that moft diftinguiflied Bel finger. His writings

raifed him a name in Germany. The moil fought after i3 that

•which bears the title of, Dilucidaticnes philofophicse de Deo,
anima human!, mundo, & generalibus rerum afleftionibus. He
efpoufed the party of Leibnitz. The academies of Peteriburg

and Berlin admitted him of their number.
BILLAUT (Adam), known under the name of Maitre

ADAM,ajoineratNevers aboutthe clofe of the reign ofLouisXIII.
and the beginning of that of Louis XIV. was called by the poets/

of his timeLe Virgile aurabot. He made verfes amidft his tools

and his bottles. Cardinal Richelieu and the duke of Orleans

fettled penfions on him. His Chevilles, 1644, 4to. \ his Ville-

brequin, 1663 ; his Rabot, in 1 ?mo, &c had a great run. Among
a confiderable number of dull frivolities we meet with tome
happy lines. His famous fong,

Aufiifot que la lumiere

Vient redorer nos coreaux,

Je commence ma carnere

Par vifiter mes tonnaux, &c.

is full of poetry and fpirit. He died in 1662 at Nevers, which
he never could be brought to quit for a lodging at Verfailles.

He had a juft notion of greatnjfs, and was capable of feeling

and infpiring the charms of friendlhip. An epicurean without

libertinifm, and a ftoic without fuperftition, he fo affociated

thofe two fe£ts as to have it faid, that if Epic, rus and Zeno had.

lived in his time, he would have brought them to drink toge-

ther. He ftuck to his mediocrity in order to preferve his hap-

pinefs. The poets his contemporaries were his friends, and not

envious of his fame. Mainard fays, that the mufes ought never

to be feated but on tabourets made by the hand of this poetical

joiner. St. Amand proved that he underftood the art of poetry

as well as that of making boxes The duke de St. Aignan tells

him, in fome very agreeable lines, that, by his verfes and his

name, he is the firft of men.
BILLI (Jacques Dt), born at Guife in Picardy, of which

place his father was governor, died at Paris at the houfe of

Cenebrard his friend, the 25th of December 1581, at the age

of 47. He prefided over the abbey of St. Michel en l'Herm,

which John his brother had ceded to him in order to become a

carthufian monk. There are of his feveral pieces both in verfe

and profe •, and efpecially tranflations of the greek fathers into

latin The moft efteemed of them are, thofe of St. Gregory
of Naziarrzen, of St. Ifidore of Pelufium, and of St. John Da-
mafcenus. Few of the learned have been more mafters of the

greek tongue. He diftinguiflied himfelf in other departments

of literature. He compofed feveral pieces of french poetry^
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1576, in Svo. and gave learned Obfervationes facrse, 1585, in

folio. His life was written in latin by Charard, Paris, 1582, in

4td. It is alfo found at the end of the works of St. Gregory

Nazianzenus, of the edition of 1583.

BILLI (Jacques de), a jefuit, born at Compiegne in 1602,

died at Dijon in 1679, aged 77 j
publifhed a great number of

mathematical works, of which the Opus aftronomicon, Paris,

166 1, in 4to. is the mod known.

BILSON (Thomas), a learned bifhop, born in Winchefter,

and educated at Wykeham's fchool [e]. In 1565 he was ad-

mitted fellow of New College, Oxford, after he had ftudied

there two years. He took in due courfe the degrees of bachelor,

and mafter of arts ; of bachelor and doctor of divinity : the laft

in 1580. In his younger years he had a great pafiion for poetry,

and made a good proficiency in philofophy and phyfic : but after

he entered into orders, he applied himfelf wholly to divinity,

and became an excellent preacher. The firft preferment he had

was the mafterfhip of Wincheiter-fchool. He was next made
prebendary of Winchefter, and afterwards warden of the col-

lege. Whilft he held this office he was of great fervice to the

college in 1584, in faving the revenues, which had like to have

been taken from them by forgery.

In 1585 he publifhed his book, " Of the true difference be-

tween chriftian fubjeetion and unchriftian rebellion. He dedi-

cated it to. queen Elizabeth. In 1593, came out another work»

intituled, The perpetual government of Chrift's church, &c. in

whofe caufe it was written. June 1596 he was confecrated

bifhop o-f Worcefter, tranflated May following to the biihopric

of Winchefter, and made a privy counfellor. In 1 599 he pub-

lifhed " The effect of certain fermons touching the full re-

demption of mankind by the death and blood of Jefus Chrift,"

&c. in which he (hews, that the church of God hath always

been governed by an inequality and fuperiority of pallors among
themfelves, 4to. Thefe fermons greatly alarmed the puritans,

becaufe they contradicted fome of their tenets. They collected

their obfervations thereon, and fent them to Henry Jacob, a

learned puritan ; who publifhed them with his collections, and

under his own name. The queen, who was at Farnham cattle,

which belonged to the bifhop of" Winchefter, directly com-
manded him,j •* neither to defert the doctrine, nor to let the

calling which he bore in the church of God, to be trampled

under foot by fuch unquiet refufers of truth and authority."

Upon which he wrote that learned treatife which was publifhed

in 1604, under the title of ( ' The furvey of Chrift's fufferings

for man's redemption, and of his defcent to Hades or hell for

[e] Fuller's Worthies in Hantfhire, p. 7. A. WooJ's hift, and anti<j. univ. Oxort.

iib.ii. p. 142.
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our deliverance." It was this prelate who preached at Weft-
minder before king James the firft and his queen, at their coro-

nation on St. James s day, 28th July 1603, from Rom xiii. 1 j

and his fermon was publifhed r.t London 160^, 8vo. In Ja-
nuary ;6c4 he was one of the fpeakers and managers at the

Hampton Court conference. The care of revifing and putting

the laft hand to the new translation of the englifh Bible, was
committed to bifjhop l^ilfon and Dr. Miles Smith, afterwards

bifllop of Gloucefter. The laft public afFair wherein he was
concerned was, being one of the delegates that pronounced and

figned the fentencc of divorce between' Robert Devereux earl of

JLflex and the lady Frances Howard in 16 13. This prelate died

the 1 8th of June 16 t, and was buried in Weftminfter-abbey.

BINGHAM Joseph* [f], the writer of feveral tract-son

theological fubjects, and author of that laborious performance,

Origines ecclefiaiticae ; or, the Antiquities of the chriftiait

church. The father of this eminent divine was Mr. Francis

Bingham, a refpe£table inhabitant of Wakefield in Yorkihire,

where our author was born in September 1668. .He learned

the fir ft rudiments of grammar at a fchool in the fame town,

and on the 26th of !V ny 1684 was admitted a member of Uni-
verlity college in Oxford. There he applied with perfevering

induilry to thofe ftudies which are generally considered as molt

laborious. Though he by no means neglected the writers of

Greece or Rome, yet he employed moft of his time in ftudying

the writings of the fathers. How earneftly he devoted himfelf

to thefe abfirufe enquiries, he had an early opportunity of

giving an honourable teftimony, which will prefently be men-
tioned more at large. He took the degree of B. A. in 1688,

and on the iff of July 1689 was elected fellow pf the above-

mentioned college.. His election to this fellowfhip was attended

with fome flattering marks of honour and diftir.clion [g].. On
the 23d of June 1691, he was created M. A. about four years

after which aeircumftance occurred which eventually occafioned

him to Lave the univerfvty. Being called on to preach before

that learned body, he would not let flip the opportunity it gave

him of evincing publicly his intimate' acquaintance with the

[p] From mat^'ials communicated by w*i Mr.
J >hn Porter, who afterwards

trie Rev. Richjid Bi'iglmm, B. A minifter became archbilhop of Canterbury. Mr.
ot Gofport chjpe!, Hants, and Lite fellow Potter's tutor happening to die when he

el New college Oxford, great grandfon of was no more than two years ftanding irj

this learned writer, the univcrfity, Mr. Bingham took Ins

[o
J In that fituation he paid particular young friend and town/man under his

attention to the inftruftion of a young wing ; and to his having given fome ge-

rnan whom he had brought from Wake. ncral directions to hi; ftudies, fimilar to

field, and unreduced it Univerfity college-; h;s own, it is reafonable to fuppofe that

and who, foon after Mr. Bmgham's elt-c- we owe that excellent book, " Potter on

tion to a fellowfhip, was, l-y his means, church government.

"

elefled fcholar of the fame college. This

opinions
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opinions and doctrines of the fathers, and at the fame time of

difi laying the ze;d with which he was refolved to defend their

cc icernirig the trinity, in oppofition to the attacks of

men in much more confpicuous ftations than himfelf. Having
hear') what he conceived to be a very erroneous ftatement of

that fubjecfc delivered by a leading man from the pulpit at

St. M iry's, he thought it his duty en this occafion to point

cut to his hearers what the fathers had afferted to be the eccle-

iiaftical notio pf the term perfon. In purfuance of this deter-

mination he delivered a very long difcourfe on the 28th of

Oclober 1695, from the fa. o.s words of the apoftie " There
are tl "ee that bear record in heaven, &"c " This fermon,

though containing nothing more than an elaborate defence of

the term perfon, in opposition to the explanation which lie had
lately heard, drew a very heavy [h] cenfure on the preacher

. die ruling members of the univerfity, charging him with

jr.. ing alTerted doctrines faife, impious, and heretical, con-

tra. •' to thofe of the catholic church. This cenfure was fol-

lowed by other charges in the public prints, viz. thofe of

arianifm, tritheilm, and the herefy of Valentinus Gentilis.

Thcfe matters ran fo high, that he found himfelf under the

neceffity or rdigning his fellowthip, and of withdrawing from
the univerfity •, the former of which took place on the 23d of.

November 1695. How wholly unmerited thefe accufations

were, not only appears from the fermon itfelf, now in the pof-

feiiion of the writer of this article, but alfo from the whole
tenor of his life and writings, conftantly fhewing himfelf in

both a zealous defender of what is called the orthodox notion

of the trinity.

About this time our author was prefented, without any folli-

citation on his part, by the famous Dr. Radcliffe, to the retlory

of Headboume- Worthy, a living valued at that time at about

one hundred pounds a year •, fituated near Winchefter. Within
a few months af.er his fettling in this country, being called on
to preach at a vifitation held in the cathedral pf Winchefter, on
the 1 2th of May 1690, he feized that opportunity of purfuing

the fubjecT: which he had begun at Oxford, and of exculpating

himfelf from thofe charges which had been brought againft

him. How little our divine had deferved thofe imputations in

the opinion of his brethren, before whom he preached, may
in fome degree be judged from his having been, at no greater

diftance of time than the 16th of September 1697, again ap-

pointed to preach before them on a iimiiar occafion. He then

[h^ That fuch a cenfure was paffed is pers of our author ; but we are affured that

rrio^ certain
:

as well from domeftic tra- no traces thereof are now to be found in

dition, as trom th-^ me.ition which is re- the books oi the univeriity.

peatedly mad-; of it in the maaufci'ipt pa-

brought
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brought to a conclufion what he wifhed farther to fay on that

fubject, his manner of treating which had expofed him to the

cenfure of the univerfity : and having done fo, he prepared to

commit his three fermons to the prefs. Why this intention

was not fulfilled cannot be gathered from any of his pipers,

though there exifts among them a long preface to the fermon
pre ached at Oxford, explaining and juflifying his motives for

having preached and published it ;

s and a fecond preface annexed
to the firft of thofe preached at Winton, in which he dedicates

the two vifitacion fermons to the clergy of the deanery before

whom they were delivered ; wherein he tells them, that he has

been induced to do fo not only from the fubjeer, contained in

them being fuch as was their immediate concern, but alfo that

he might have an opportunity of giving a more full account of

the motives and circumftances which had occalioned him to

write or to publifh them.
The preface gives a very long and learned account of what

Mr. Bingham had in his fermons afferted concerning the opi-

nions of the fathers. To follow or repeat his obfervations on
this fubjetl: would lead us into matter too prolix for an article

of biography.

About fix or feven years after our author had taken up his

refidence at Worthy, he married Dorothea, one of the daughters
of the rev, Richard Pococke, at that time rector of Colmer in

Hatnpfliire. By this lady, before lie had any other preferment
than the fmall living above mentioned, he became the father of
ten children •, yet neither did he fufFer the rapid increafe of his

family, nor the confequent narrownefs of his finances, to deprefs

his fpirits, or impede the progrefs of his fludies. On the con-
trary he appears to have applied to his literary purfuits with a
clofer and more perfevering induftry ; and by thofe means, in

the courfe of what cannot be confidered as a long life, he was,

enabled to complete in this country retirement, belides feveral

other -fingle volumes [i], a mofl learned and laborious work,
clofely printed in ten volumes in octavo, under the title of Oriv

[1] Of thefe were, I. The french Part II. with Tome confiderations on Dr.
church's apology for the church of Eng- Biett's anfwer to the firft part, 8vo. To.
land ; or the objections of diilenters againft. which is prefixed, The (late of the pr?-

the articles, homilies, liturgy and canons fent controverfy : and at the end is an Ap-
ot the englifh church, confidered, and an- pendix, containing lbme remarks on the

fwered upon the principlesof the reformed author of the fegond part of Lay-baptifm
church of France A work chiefly extracted inv.tlid. 4. A difcourfe concerning the

cut of the authentic acts and deciees of the mercy of God to penitent finners : in-

frencli national fynods, and the moft ap. tended for the ufe of persons troubled in

proved vriters of tbat church, 1706, Svo. mind. B^ing a fermon on Pfalm ciii. 13.

2. Scholaftical hiftory of ihe practice of ihe Printed fingly at firft, and reprinted among
church in reference to the adminiftration the reft of his woiks, in z vols- folio,

ofhaptifm by laymen ; Part I. 171;, Svo. 1725.
3. A fcholaftical hiftory of lay-baptifm.

gines
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jfmes ecclefialticoe, or the Antiquities of the chriftian church,

the flrfl volume of which he publifhed in 1708. He committed

the lad volume to the prefs in 1722. Of the various difficulties

with which our author had to contend in the profecution of

"his labours, he frequently fpeaks in fuch pointed terms as

cannot but excite both our fympathy and regret. He tells us

that he had to ftruggle with an infirm and fickly conftitution,

and conftantly laboured under the greateft difadvantages, for

want of many neCeffary books, which he had no opportunity to

fee, and no ability to purchafe. At the fame time he does not

omit to exprefs his gratitude to providence, which had fo

placed him, that he could have recourfe to a very excellent li-

brary [k], though even that was deficient in many works to

which he had occafion to refer; and yet when we turn to the

Index auctorum at the end of his work, we (hall perhaps be

aftonifhed at the v.ft number of books which he appears to have

confulted. But to fuch {traits was he driven for want of books,

that he frequently procured imperfecl: copies at a cheap rate*

and then employed a part of that time, of which fo fmall £

portion was allotted him, and which therefore could fo ill be

fpared, in the tedious talk of tranfcribing the deficient pages ;

inftances of which are ftill in being, and ferve as memorials of

his indefatigable induflry on all occafions.

In the year 17 12, fir Jonathan Trelawney, at that time bifhop

of "Winchefter, was pleafed to collate our learned divine to the

rectory of Havant, near Portfmouth, as a reward for his

diligence ; which preferment, together with the fums he was
daily receiving from the fale of his works, feemed in fome mea-
fure to have removed the narrownefs of his circumftances, and

to promife a comfortable maintenance for his numerous family;

but this pleafing profpecl: fliortly difappeared : he loft almoft or

quite the whole of his hardly earned gains in 1 7 20, by the burfting

of the well-known fouth-fea bubble. Yet fuch was the tranquillity

of his difpofition, that he continued his fludies without inter-

miffion aim-oft to the very end of his life ; for though but a

few months elapfed between the publication of the laft volume

of Origines and his death, yet that fhort time was employed in

preparing materials for other laborious works, and in making
preparations for a new edition of Origines. With this view he

inferted many manufcript obfervations, in a fet of the Antiquities

which he preferved for his own ufe, and which are now in the

pofleffion of the furniflier of this article. But from this and all

other employments he was prevented by death. His conititu-

[k"J The library of the cathedral church advancement of learning amongft the pa-

of Winchefter; being a very valuable rochia\ clergy, by the renowned bifhop

colle&ion bequeathed, to that body for the Morley.

tion,
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ticn, which was by nature extremely weak and delicate, could
not be otherwife than much impaired by fo unremitted a couvfe
of laborious fiudies, in a life wholly fedentary and reclufe,

which brought on at an early period all the fymptoms and in-

firrr.ities of a very advanced age. The approach of his diflblu'*-

tion being clearly vilible both to himfelf and friends, it was
fettled between the then bilhop of Winchefter [l] and himfelf,

that he fhould refign fiavant to enable his lordfhip to appoint

fome friend of the family to hold it, till his eideft fon, then

about 20 years of age, could be collated to it. As this how-
ever was not carried into execution, it is probable that his

death came on more haftily than had been expected [m}.
After a life thus fpent in laborious purfuits, Mr. Bingham

died on the 17th of Auguft 1723, it may truly be faid of old

age, though he was then only in his,55th year. His body was
buried in the church-yard of Headbourne Worthy ; but as he
frequently expreflcd a diflike to monuments and pompous in-

fcriptions, nothing of that fort was erecled to his memory.
At the time of his deceafe only fix of his ten children, two fons

land four daughters, were living; thefe, with their widowed mo-
ther, wore left in very contracted circumftances. Mrs. Bingham
was therefore induced to fell the copy-right of her late hufband's
writings to the bookfellers, who immediately repubiiihed the

whole oi his works in two volumes in folio, without making
any alterations whatfoever; and though the eldeft fon undertook
the office of correcting the prefs, he did not infert any of the

jmanufcript additions which his father had prepared ; as he was
then fo very young, that he probably had not had an opportu-
nity of examining his father's books and papers fufficiently to

difcover that any fuch preparations for a new edition had been
made. Of the four daughters, one married a gentleman o£

Hampfhire ; the other three died fingle. The fecond fon will

be mentioned in the fucceeding article. The widow died in a

very advanced age, in bifhop Warner's college for clergymen's
widows, at Bromley in Kent, in 1755.
Of fuch importance have the works of this eminent writer

been cfteemed in foreign countries, that they have all been
correctly tranflated into latin by a divine of a german univer-

fity. He did not live to receive this flattering mark of appro-
bation ; for he died in 1723, and we find the firit volume of
his Origines was publifhed in latin by Johannes Henricus Grif-

fs] Dr. Charles Trimnsll, who fuc- learned divine to the firft vacant prebend
eeeded fir'Jonathan Trelawneyin 1721. in ihe church of Winchefter ; which, toge

1

-

[m] Here ii will not be thought imper- ther with that before-mentioned, are fuch
tinent to mention, in juftice to the me- proofs of his lordlhip's difcernment and
mory ol bifliop Triipnell, that it was his love oflearning as ought never to be for-

declared intention to have collated our gotten.

choniusj
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chonius, at Halle, irt 1724.. Here it may not be amifs to

obferve how frequently it occurs that the merits of an emi-

nent anceftor derive honour and emolument on their pofterity.

It is prefumed that the character of the perfon whofe life we
have been writing, was the means of procuring the living of
Havant for his eldeft fon, and the late learned and excellent

bifhop of London [n] exprefsly affigns that reafon for bellowing;

a comfortable living on his grandfon. " I venerate (fays he
in a letter which conveyed the prefentation) the memory of

your excellent grandfather, my father's particular and moft in-

timate friend. He was not rewarded as he ought to have been ;

I therefore give you this living as a fmall recompenfe for his

great and ineftimable merits." We mall conclude this article

by giving the general character of this divine : As a writer his

learning was extenfive and zcutc : his ftyle zealous and perfua-

five, and his application uncommonly perfevering. His temper,

on all common and indifferent occafions, was miid and benevo-

lent ; and to thefe he united great zeal in the caufe in which he
was engaged. Though his paffions were fo wholly fubje£t to the

guidance of religion and virtue, that no worldly lodes were
fufficient to difcompofe him, yet whenever he believed the im-

portant interefts of the church to be in danger, he was always

eager to flcp forth in its defence.

BINGHAM (Joseph), the fecond fon of the eminent writer

before mentioned, was the lalt of his numerous family, and
confequently extremely young at the time of his father's death.

Though he died in very early life, yet during the Ihort period

of his exiftence, he purfued his ftadies with fuch unremitting

perfeverance, and gave fuch early proofs of genius and found

underftanding, and fo ftrongly evinced his determination to

tread in the footiteps of his father, as fully entitle him to

hang, as it were, on the arm of his learned parent, and thus

obtain a few lines from the pen of the biographer. This
young man received his education on the foundation at the

Charter-houfe, from whence he was at the ufual age re-

moved to Corpus college in Oxford. In the univerfity he was
a moil exemplary and perfevering ftudent, and was preparing-

to give public proofs of his diligence, having actually printed

every part, except the title-page and preface of a very valuable

edition of the Theban ftory, which was completed and pub-
lished after his 'death by a gentleman, into whofe hands his

papers had fallen, as a fecurity for a fum of money which had
been borrowed to facilitate the publication. Whilft he was thus

ufefully employed, and juft as he was on the point of being

ined, with every profpe£t of promotion from the patronage

[n] Dr. Lowth.

< of
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of archbifhop Potter, lie was fuddenly brought to his gravr, tt

the immature age of 22, by an illnefs wholly occafioned by too

fedentary a life, and too clofe an application to his ftudies-

He lies buried in the cloiilers of Corpus college, without either

monument, inscription, or Hone erected to Ins memory, though
it might mod truly be faid of him, that he fell a martyr to ap-
plication, induftry, and learning.

BINNING (Hugh), was born in the fhire of Air 1625,
and educated in the univerfity of Glafgow, where he took his

degrees, and was fome years profeffor of moral philofophy, as

then taught in the fchools. His talents were extremely popular,

and alter he had preached fome time as a probationer, he was
elected mkiifter of Govan, near Glafgow. In his minifterial con-
duel: and character few excelled him, and the fweetnefs of his

temper was fuch, that all feemed to know his worth but himfelf.

At laft his incefTant labours brought on a confumption, which
put a period to his life at Govan, 1654, aged 29. His traces,

iermons, and commentaries on the epifile to the Romans were
publifhed feparately ; but they have been fince collected into one.

volume quarto, and printed at Edinburgh 1735.
BICER.NSTAHL, born at Rotarbo in Sudermania, in a con-

dition not much above indigence, became tutor to the children

of barcn Rudbeck, and travelled over a great part of Europe
with his pupils. On his return he was appointed affiftant pro-

ieiTor of the oriental languages at Upfal, profefibr of philofophy

in 1776, and profeffor of the oriental and greek languages in

1779 at Lunden. Having undertaken a voyage to Turkey, by
order of Ids fovereign, the king of Sweden, he died at Salonica

the 12th of July 1770. We have by him, Letters written during

the courfe of his travels, in fwedifh, tranflated into german by
M. Grofkurd ; Leipfic 1779, in 8vo. and a continuation of

thefe letters in 178 1, in 8vo. They prefent us with interesting

matters, and impartial ftatements. We find in them fome curious

anecdotes concerning Voltaire, whom he faw at Ferney.

BION. See MOSCHUS.
BION of Borifthenes, difciple of Crates, afterwards cynic,

addicted himfelf to poetry and mufic ; and pronounced a great

number of maxims, fome of them ingenious, and others void

of fenfe. Bion cuitted the cioak and the wallet of the cyn;cs

to follow the leffons of Theodorus, furnamed the Atheift, and
afterwards thofe of Theophraftus, with whom he learnt to drew
flowers along the path of philofophy. He was fond of often*

tation and applaufe. It is reported, that, being at Rhodes, he
drefled the failors as fcholars, and paraded the Streets with

this brilliant train. Bion nourifhed 276 years before the vulgar

sera.—We muft not miftake him for another Bion, of the feel:

•f Democritus, and mathematician of Abdera. This latter was
the
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the fivft who conje£hired that there were certain regions, where
the days and the nights laded fix months.

BIONDI (Francis) [o], born in Liefena, an ifland in Dal-

matia, in the Gulf of Venice, was introduced by the cele-

brated fir Henry Wotton, the ambafPador there, to the notice of
king James I. He was by that prince fent with iecret corn-

millions to the duke of Savoy, and was afterwards made a

gentleman of the bedchamber, and received the honour of

knighthood. His elegant " Hiftory of the civil wars betwixt

the houfes of York and Lancafter," which was written in

Italian, and tranflated into englifh by Henry Carey, earl of

Monmouth, gained him great reputation. It ihould be obferved

that, like other foreign writers of our englifh ftory, he has made
wild work with proper names.
BIRCH (Thomas), a diftinguifhed hiftorical and biographical

writer, was born in the parifh of St. John, Clerkenwell, Lon-
don, Nov. 23, 1705, of parents who were quakers[p]. His
father was a coffee-mill maker, and meant to bring up his fon

to his own trade ; but the youth's paffion for reading was fo

ardent, that the father confentcd to his purfuit of letters, upon
his promife to provide for himfelf. The firft fchool he went
to was at Hemel-Hempfted in Hertfordfhire ; where he after-

wards officiated as ufher. He was ulher in two ichools after-

Wards, which, as well as the firft, were kept by quakers. In

1728, he married, and was fingularly happy in his wife: but

his felicity was of a fhort duration, as fhe foon died of a con-

fumption, occafioned by her firft child-bearing. Almoft in the

very article of death, fhe wrote to her hufoand the following

letter :
u This day I return you, my dearcft life, my fincere

hearty thanks for every favour, beftowed on your moft faithful

and obedient wife, Hannah Birch, July 31, 1729." How
much he was affected by this calamity, appears from a copy of

verfes written by him, Aug. 3, on his wife's coffin : too long

for the fcale of our work, but inferted in the Biographia Bri-

tannica. There are, in the Britifh mufeum, feveral manufcript

poems of Dr. Birch's ; written, as is fuppofed, when he was
young.

When he quitted quakerifm does not appear ; buthe was foon
after recommended as a proper perfon for orders. He was or-

dained deacon by the bifhop of Salifbury, at King's- ftreet cha-

pel, London, Jan. 17, 1730; and prieft by the fame bifhop,

Dec. 21, 1731. He was at the fame time prefented to the

rectory of Liddington !*t. Mary, and the vicarage of Sidding-

ton St. Peter, Glouccflerfhire. He had fome time before

been recommended to lord Hardwicke, then attorney-general

;

fo] Granger, vol. ii. p. 36. [p] Biograph. Brit." 2d edit.

to
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to whom, and the prefent lord Hardwicke, he was indebted for

all his preferments. May, this year, he was inftituted to the
living oi Ulting in ElTex. In 1734, he was appointed a domeftic
chaplain to lord Kilmarnock, afterwards executed for rebellion

in 1746; who however muft then have been reputed a whig,
fitice under no other character could Mr. Birch have been re-

commended to him. In 173;, he became F. R. S. ; and, the

fame year, F. A. S. ;
jult before which laft he had a degree of

M. A. con%rred on him, by diploma from the Marifchal col-

lege of Aberdeen. In 1743, he was prefented by the crown to

the re&ory of Landewy Welfrey, in Pembrokeihire, a finecure.

In 1744, he was prefented to the rectories of St. Michael
Wood-flreet and St. Mary Staining united; and, in 17415-6,

to the united rectories of St. Margaret Pattens and St. Ga-
briel Fenchurch-ftreet. In 1752, he was eleclccl fecretary of
the Royal Society. In 1753, the Marifchal college of Aber- -

deen created him D. D. •, and, in that year, the fame honour
was conferred upon him by Herring, archbifliop of Canterbury.
The laft preferment given to him was the rectory of Depden
in Eflex, 1761; and he continued pofTeffed of this, together

with that of St. Margaret Pattens, till his death. This hap-
pened the 9th of Jan. '766, and was occasioned by a fall frorn

his hcrfe, betwixt London and Hampitead ; though it is hot
certain that this fall was not occafioned by an apoplexy : for he-

hac! laboured under much indifpofition, and an extreme de-
jection of fpirits feme time before [qJ.

The

f
1^.] His various publications were as

follow; 1. The general dictionary, hif-

torical and critical, in ten vols, folio : the

firft ot which was publifned in 1734, the

laft in 1.741. This work he executed in

conjunction with the rev. Mr. Bernard and
Mr. Lockman ; and Mr. Sale drew up
ihe articles ! elating to oriental hiftory.

2. Thutloe's. State Papers, 1742, in 7
vols, folio. 3. Life of the hon. Robert

Boyle, efq. 1744, 8vo. 4. Heads of il-

luftrious pcrfons of Great Britain, engrav-

ed by Houbraken aud Vertue; with lives

and characters, by Dr. Birch, 2 vols. fol.

1747, and T75.'.. 5. Enquiry into the

fhare which Charles I. had in the trans-

actions of the earl of Glamorgan, 174.7,
8vo. A fecond edition, to which is added

an appendix of letters from the king to

the earl, was publifned in 1756, 8vo.

6. Hiftorical view of the negotiations

Between the courts of England, France,

and Bruflels, from 1592 to 1617, 1749,
Svo. 7. Mifcellaneous works of fir Wal-

ter Raleigh, ijji, 2 vols. Svo. 8. The

fame year, Life of Mrs. Cockburn, -pre-

fixed to her works, iu two vols. hvo.

9. Life of Tillotfon, 1752, Svo. fecond

edition, enlarged, 1755, 3vo. 10. Lrie

of Milton, prefixed to his profe work', in

two vols. 4to, the fame year. 11, Me-
moirs of the reign of queen Elizabeth,

from r5 8 1 till her death, 1754,- vols.

4to. 12. Hiftory of the Royal Society from

its firft rife : in which the moft confider-

able of thofe papers, which have hitherto

not been publifned, are tnferted in their

proper order, as a ftipplcment to the Phi—
lofnpliical Tranfactions, 4 vols, ^to, 1756
and 1757. 13. Life of Henry prince of

Wales, eldeit fon of James I . 1760, 8vo.

14. Letters, fpeeches, &c. of lord Bacon,

1763, Svo. There are other fmaller pro-

ductions of Dr. Birch, which need not be

particularly infilled on ; and, at the time

of his death, he had prepared for the prefs

a collection of letters, to which he had
given the following title : Hiftarical let-

ters, written in the reigns of Jatr:e< I. and

Charles 1 . containing a detail of ihe public

trauUctipnf
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The compiler, of rather new modeller of this article (for it

Was compiled by Dr. Kippis for the Biographia Britannica), knew
Dr. Birch well, and comforted with him much, for the laft 13

years of his life. He believe6 him to have been an honed, hu-

mane, and generous man ; warm and zealous in his attach-

ments to perfons and principle, but of univerfal benevolence,

and ever ready to promote the happinefs of all men. He was
cheerful, lively, and fpirited, in the highefl degree; and, not-

withstanding the labours and drudgery he went through in his

hiftorical purfuits, no man mixed -more in company; but he
was a very early rifer, and thus had done the bufmefs of a

morning before others had begun it. He was not a man of
learning, properly fo called ; he underftood the latin and french

languages, not critically, but very well ; of the greek he knew
Very little. He was however a man of great general know-
ledge, and excelled particularly in modern hiftory. As a col-

lector and compiler, he was in the main judicious in the choice

Of his materials ; but was fometimes too minute in uninterefting

details, and did not always exercife, with due feverity, the

power of felec}ion. He had a favourite pofition, that we could

not be pofleffed of too many fadts ; and he never departed from
it, though it was often urged to him, that fails, which admit
of no reafoning, and tend to no edification, which can only

ferve to encumber, and, as it were, fmother ufeful intelligence,

had better be configned to oblivion, than recorded. And in-

deed, in this very way of biographical compilation, we have
always been of opinion, that, if it were lefs faihionable to relate

particulars of every man, which are common to almolt all men,
we mould be equally knowing, and our libraries would be by
far lefs crowded. In his manners, Dr. Birch was fimple and
Unaffected ; very communicative, and forward to affift in any ufe-

ful undertaking; and of a fpirit perfectly difinterefted, and (as his

friends ufed to tell him) too inattentive to his own emolument.
In his lifetime, he was very kind to his relations : and no

near ones being living at his deceafe, he bequeathed his books
and manufcripts to the Britifh Mufeum, of which he was a
truftee. He likewife left the remainder of his fortune, not
much more than 500I. to increafe the ftipend of the three

affiflant librarians of the faid Mufeum. To conclude, he was
a very worthy man, and a very ufeful member of fociety.

BIRD (Wii,LiAM)[R],fuppofedtobe the fon ofThomas Bird,

tranfa^tions and events in Great Britain Frivate Collections. Se& Ayfcough's Pre-
during that period ; with a variety of par- face to his Catalogue of manufcripts in the
ticulars not mentioned by our hift'orians. Britifh Mufeum, page 5.

Now firft publilhed from the originals in [r] Abridged from fir John Hawkins'3
the Britifh Mufeum, Paper Office, and Hiitory of mufic, vol. lit. p. 283 Si feq.

Vol. II. B b one
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one of the gentlemen of the chapel, and clerk of the cheque,
in the reign of Edward VI. was one of the children of the cha-
pel ; and, as it is afierted by Wood, was bred up under Tallis.

There are fome particulars relating to this eminent perfon, that

embarrafs his hiitory, and render it difficult to afcertain pre-

cifely either the time of his birth or his age when he died, and
confequently the period in which he flourished. The moft pro-

bable conjecture that can be formed touching this particular

feems to be, that he was a child of the chapel under Edward
VI ; and as his name does not occur in the chapel eftablifhment

of queen Mary, that he was either not in her fervice, or, if he
was, that he did not receive a ftipend as Tallis and others did,

whofe names are entered on the roll.

There can be very little doubt, confidering the time when
he lived, but that Bird was of the romifh communion. It was
not to be expected that in thofe times the fervants of the chapel

Ihould be either divines or cafuifts; therefore it is not to be won-
dered at if he accommodated himfelf to thofe fucceffive changes
of the national religion which were made before the revolution

was completed.

Upon the acceffion of queen Elizabeth, and the resolutions

taken by her to reform the choral fervice, Bird feems to have
no provifion made for him at court. On the contrary, he went
to Lincoln, of which cathedral he was chofen organifl in 1563 ;

nor does it appear that he had any employment in the chapel
till 1569, when he was appointed a gentleman thereof, and per-

mitted to execute his office of organift of Lincoln by a fubititute.

In 1575 we And him organift of the royal chapel. Wood in

his account of Mcrley, Fafti, anno 1588, fays of Bird, that he
was {killed in the mathematics as well as mufic.

Theife are all the particulars of his life that can now be re-

covered, excepting that he died on the 4th of July 1623, and
(hat he had a fon named Thomas, educated in his own pro-

fellion.

The compofitions of Bird are fo many and various, that we
muil refer the reader to fir John Hawkins's Hiitory of mufic,

vol. iii, for a copious lift and particular account of them.
BIRKENHEAD or BERKENHEAD (Sir John), a famous

political author, born about 1615. After a fchool education, he
went to Oxford, and was entered, in 1635, a fcrvitor of Oriel

college, under the learned Dr. Humphry Lloyd, afterwards bi-

fhop of Bangor ; by whom being recommended to Dr. William
Laud, archbiihep of Canterbury, he became his fecretary. In
this office he {hewed fuch capacity and diligence, that the arch-

bifbep, by his diploma, created him M. A. in 1630. ; and the year

following, by letter commendatory from the fame prelate, he
was
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was chofen probationer fellow of All Souls college [s]. This
obliged him to refide conftantly at Oxford ; and on king Charles's

making that city his head quarters, our author was made choice
of to write a kind of journal, in defence of the royal caufe, by
which he gained great reputation [t]. By his majefty's recom-
mendation he was chofen reader in moral philofophy ; which
employment he enjoyed till 1648, when he was expelled by the
parliament vifitors. He retired afterwards to London, where he
wrote feveral poetical pieces ; and having adhered fteadily to his

principles, he acquired the tide of the loyal poet, and fuffered fe-

veral imprifonments. He publimed, while he thus lived in ob-
fcurity, fome very fatirical compofitions, moftly levelled againfl

the republicans [uj. Upon the reftoration of Charles II. he was
rewarded for his loyalty [x]. He was created, April 6, 1661,
on the king's letter fent for that purpofe, doctor of the civil law
by the univerfity of Oxford ; and in that quality, as an eminent
civilian, was confultedby the convocation on the queftion, Whe-
ther bifhops onght to be prefent in capital cafes ? He was about
the fame time elected to ferve in parliament for Wilton [y],
in the county of Wilts. He was knighted, Nov. 14, 1662 ; and,
upon fir Richard Fanfhaw's going in a public chara&er to the

court of Madrid, appointed to fucceed him as matter of requefts.

He lived afterwards in credit and efteem, and received various

favours from the court, which, however, drew upon him fome
very fevere attacks from thofe who oppofed it. Wood has
treated him with great feverity ; but his memory has been tranf-

mitted with honour to pofterity by others, particularly by Dry-
den, Langbaine, and Winftanly [z|. He died in Weftminfler,
Dec. 4, 1 679, and was interred in St. Martin's in the Fields.

BISSET (Charles), took his degree of M. D. at St. Andrew's
in 1765* He was the author of, 1. An effay on the theory and
conftruction of fortifications, 8vo. 1751. 2. A trcatife on the
fcurvy, 8vo. 1755. 3. An effay on the medical conftitution of

fs] Wood's Fafti Oxon. vol. i. col. 282. - mancheftered,&c. 1618.3. St. Paul's. hiii-ch*

[t] This work was intituled, Mercu- yard; liHri theologici, politici, hiltorici,

rius Aulicus, communicating the intelli- nundinis Paulinis (urn cum templo^) pro-
gence and affairs of the court to the reft of ftant venales, &c. printed in three fheets#
the kingdom. It was printed weekly in quarto, 1649. Thefe fheets were publifhed

one fheet, and fometimes more, in quarto; feparately, as if they had been parts of one
and was chiefly calculated to raife the re- general catalogue. 4. The four-legged

putation of the king's friends and com- Quaker, a ballad, to the tune of the dog
manders, and run down and ridicule thofe and elder's maid. Anew ballad of a famous
who fided with the parliament. They german prince, without date. &c.
came out regularly, from the beginning of \%1 Wood, Sec, vol. ti. col. 640.

1642 to the latter end of 1645, a"d after- [yj Kennet's regiller. p. 620.
wards occafionally. fz] Defence of an effuy upon dramatic

[uj Among thefcwere, 1. The Affem- poetry, prefixed to the Indian Emperor,
bly-man ; written in 1647, but printed, as Account of englifh dramatic poets, p. 206.
Wocd tells us, 1662-3. 2. News from Lives of englifh poets, p. 181.

fembrokt and Montgomery ; or, Oxford

B b 2 Great
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Great Britain, Svo. 1762. Dr. Biffet, in a lettehfome years

fince, after obferving that many perfons who had read of his

having publifhed a work on fortifications, were at a lofs how to

reconcile the medical with the military character ; and were in-

clined to believe, that he had not, a regular education in the line

of his profeflion : he wifhed therefore to have it made known,
that after a proper courfe of medical ftudies at Edinburgh, he

was appointed fecond furgeon to the military hofpital in Jamaica,
where he continued from 1740 to 1745, when he returned to

England, purchafed a commiflion in the army, and ferved in

Flanders as a lieutenant and engineer extraordinary till the peace

of 1748, when he was reduced on half pay. In 1751 he retired

to the village of Skelton in Cleveland, Yorkfhire, and refumed
the practice of phyfic ; where, and in that neighbourhood, he
continued till his death, which happened at Knayton, near

Thirfk, the beginning of May 1791, being then in his 75 th.

year.

BITO, a mathematician who lived about the year 335 before

the common epoch, compofed a treatife on the machines made
ufe of in war, to be found in the Mathematici Veteres, Paris*

I593> folio.

BIZOT (Peter), canon of St. Sauveur d'Heriffon, in the dio-

cefe of Bourges, is author of the Hiftoire metallique de la re-

publique de Hollande, printed in folio at Paris in 1687, and re-

printed by Pierre Mortier, at Amfterdam, 2688, 3 vols. 8vo.

This is a fine edition, of which Bizot's hiftory was very deferv-

ing, as a curious and interefting work. But that of Vanloom,

1 732, 5 vols, in folio, is far more complete. He died in 1696,
at the age of 66.

BLACKBURN (William), an eminent furveyor and archi-

tect, was born in the borough of Southwark, on the 20th of De-
cember, 1750. His father was a refpectable tradefman in St.-

John's parifh, and his- mother was a native of Spain. The whole
of his grammatical education was derived from a common ie-

minary in the neighbourhood ; and at a proper age he was placed

under a furveyor of no eminence, and from whom he derived"

very few advantages in the knowledge of his profeffion. How-
ever, from the natural bent of an ardent mind, he fought the

acquaintance of men of genius, feveral of whom belonged to the

Royal Academy. Into that academy he was admitted as a Un-
dent; and in 1773 he was prefented with the medal for the belt,

drawing of the infide of St. Stephen's church in Walbrook.
This prize he bore away from many competitors ; and, at the

delivery of it, received a high compliment to his abilities from
the late fir Jofhua Reynolds, the prefident. About the fame
time he entered into bulinefs for himfelf in Southwark, and car-

ried it on. for fonie years with increafing fuccefs among his pri-

vate
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vate conne&ions, when an event occurred which brought him
into public notice and reputation. An act of parliament had
pa (led in the year 1779, declaring, that " if any offenders con-

. viited of crimes for which tranfportation had been ufually in-

flicted, were ordered to folitary imprifonment, accompanied by
well regulated labour and religious instruction, it might be the

means, under providence, not only of deterring others from the

com million of the like crimes, but alfo of reforming the indivi-

duals, and enuring them to the habits of induftry." By this act

his majefty was authorifed to appoint three perfons to be fu-

pervifors of the buildings to be erected j and the fupervifors

were to fix upon any common, heath, or wafte, or any other

piece of ground, in Middlefex, Effex, Kent, or Surrey, on which
fhould be erected two plain ftrong edifices, to be called " Peni-
tentiary Homes " one for the confinement and employment of
fix hundred males, the other of three hundred females [a]. In
the fame year in which the act was palled, three fupervifors

were appointed to carry it into execution. Thefe were John
Howard, efq. George Whatley, efq. and Dr John Fothergill [b]c

This commiffion however was diffolved, firft by the death o£
Dr. Fothergill, and foon after that event by the refignation of
Mr. Howard, who found it not in his power to coalefce with his

remaining colleague [c]. Another fet of fupervifors was there-

fore appointed in 17 81, being fir Gilbert Elliot, bart. fir Charles
Bunbury, bart. and Thomas Bowdler, efq. One of the principal

objects with thefe gentlemen was to provide that they fhould be
conftructed in the manner moft conducive to the ends of folitary

confinement, ufeful labour, and moral reformation. Accord-
ingly, the fupervifors propofed premiums for the beft plans that

fliould be produced of the penitentiary houfes intended to be
erected. The higheft premium was a hundred guineas, which
was unanimoufly affigned to Mr. Blackburn, in the month of

March 1782. This preference, as a pecuniary confideration,

was a matter of little confequence. The grand advantage that

was to be expected from it, with regard to Mr. Blackburn, was*
that he fhould be employed as the architect and furveyor of the

buildings propofed. And. in fact he was appointed by the fu-

pervifors to that office ; and the plan of a penitentiary houfe for

male offenders was accordingly arranged by him, and proper

draughts were made for the ufe of the workmen •, and a great-

part of the work was actually contracted for by different perfons.

Yet the defigns of government were not carried into execution

;

the circumftances of the times having diverted the attention of
public men from this important object : nor has it ever fincc

{a] Gent. Mag. vol. lv. p. 325. [c] Aikin's Life of ]»hn Howard, efij,

£bJ Geu$. Mag. vol.xlix. p. 567. p. 108, lOy,

B h 3
been
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been rcfumed. Neverthelefs, though Mr. Blackburn might in

this refpect be difappointed of his juft expectations, he did not

lofe his reward, nor was the nation deprived of the benefit

arifing from his ingenuity. A fpirit of erecting prifons in con-

formity to his plans was immediately excited; and many county

gaols, and other ftructures of the fame nature, were built under

his infpeclion. Befides the completion of feveral prifons, Mr.
Blackburn was engaged in other defigns of a fimilar nature, when
he was arrefled by the hand of death, in the fortieth year of his

age. He departed this life on the 28th day of October 1790, at

Prefton in Lancafhire, being on a journey to Scotland, whither

he was going at the inftance of his grace the duke of Buccleugh,

and the lord provoit of Glafgow, with a view to the erection of

a new gaol in that city, from Prefton his remains were re-

moved to London, and interred in the burying-ground of Bunhili

Fields.

A few weeks before his deceafe, he had been applied to re-

fpecling a penitentiary houfe for Ireland. At a former period,

in the year 1787, he went over to that country upon an appli-

cation from Limerick; in confequence of which, he drew the

plan of a new gaol for that city. He alfo fuggefted many im-
provements which might be made in the gaol of Newgate in the

city of Dublin, and which were accordingly adopted.

It was not to the erection of prifons only that Mr. Blackburn's

talents were confined. Three elegant defigns were drawn by
him for a new church at Hackney, one of which was intended to

have been carried into execution ; but after his deceafe the

fcheme was laid afide, on account of the expence which the

completion of it would occafion. He was employed, likewife,

in preparing various defigns for houfes, villas, &c In many of

his drawings great tafte is difplayed, as well as a thorough
knowledge of his favourite fcience of architecture. It was in

contemplation, fome time after his death, to engrave and publifh

his principal drawings ; but the intention of doing it is dropped,

at leaft for the prefent.

Being a diffenter of the prefbyterian denomination, he was in

the habits of intimacy with the principal perfons of that per-

fuafion both in town and country; without however confining

his regard and affection to any particular feet. But what con-

fers peculiar honour on Mr. Blackburn's memory is, that he en-
joyed the intimate friendfhip and entire efteem of the excellent

Mr. Howard ; that he concurred with him in his ideas, and emi-
nently promoted his benevolent defigns. Mr. Blackburn fre-

quently correfponded with Mr. Howard, when that gentleman
•was engaged, either at home or abroad, in his journies and voy-

ages of humanity. Of Mr. Blackburn Mr. Howard ufed to fay,

{hat he was the only man he ever met with, who was capable of

delineating
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delineating to his mind, upon paper, his ideas of what a prifon

ought to be.

'I he perfon of Mr. Blackburn was of the middle ftature ; and
from his early youth he was fo very corpulent, that his friends

were filled with apprehenfions, too unhappily verified, that his

life would not be a long one. Till he became twenty-five years

of age, he drank nothing but water. But at that time, in con-

fequence of a fevere fit of ficknefs, he was advifed by the late

Dr. John Fothergill to change his beverage for malt liquor, and
occafionally to take a glafs of-wine. The affliction of another

fevere illnefs, later in life, was fuitained by him with eminent
and exemplary refignation and fortitude. Frevioufly to his hilt

journey he was considerably better, and entertained hopes that

travelling might contribute to the reiloration of his former

health : but it was ordered otherwife by the fupreme Difpofer of

events. By a fudden flroke he was for ever taken from his be-

loved wife and children ; who, with a number of felect friends,

were left to lament a lofs, which they mull feel fo long as they

remain in this world.

The character of Mr. Blackburn was, in every view of it,

amiable and refpectable. In difcharging the duties and relations

of life, he was uniform and confiltent. He was very cheerful in

his temper, and affable and engaging in his behaviour. Being

endued with a great flow of fpirits, and much vivacity of mind,

his converfation was at once agreeable and instructive.

In February 1783, Mr. Blackburn married Lydia, the daughter

of Mr. Jofhua Hobfon, an eminent builder in his neighbour-

hood ; an amiable woman, with whom he lived in the molt per-

fect harmony, and by whom he left four children.

BLACKHALL (Offspring, D.D.), an eminent englifh di-

vine, was born in London, 1654, and educated at Catherine

Hall, Cambridge. In 1690, he was inducted into the living of

South Okenden, EfTex, and four years afterwards to the rectory

of St. Mary Aldermary, London j and was fucceflively chofen

lecturer of St. Olave's, and of St. Dunftajv's in the Weft. He
was likewife appointed chaplain to king William. Fie preached

before the house of commons Jan. 30, 1699, and in his fermon
animadverted on Mr. Toland for his afTerting in his life of Mil-
ton, that Charles I. was not the author of Icon Rafilike, and for

fome insinuations againft the authenticity of the holy fcriptures ;

which drew him into fome controverfy with that author. In

1 700, he preached a courfe of fermons at Boyle's lecture, in the

cathedral church of St. Paul, which were afterwards publifhed.

In 1707, he was confecrated to the bifhopric of Exeter. Bur-
net [dJ, having mentioned him and fir William Dawes as raifed

{»] Hill. vol. ii. p. 487,488.

B b 4 to
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to bifhoprics, tells us, cc that thefe divines were in themfelve*

men of value and worth \ but their notions were all on the other

fide. They had fuomitted to the government ; but they, at leaft

Blackhall, feemed to condemn the revolution, and all that had

been done purfuant to it." And it is afferted in an anonymous
pamphlet, publiihed in 1705, that he had refufed for two years

to take the oath of allegiance to king William.

He died at Exeter, Nov. 29, 17 16, and was interred in the

cathedral there. Archbp. Dawes, who had a long and intimate

friendfliip with him, declares [e], that in his whole converfation

he never met with a more perfect pattern of a true chriftian life,

in all its parts, than in him: fo much primitive fimnlicity and
integrity •, fuch conftant evennefs of mind, and uniform con-

duct of behaviour •, fuch unaffected and yet moft ardent piety

towards God ; fuch orthodox and ftedfaft faith in Chrift j fuch

difinterefted and fervent charity to all mankind •, fuch profound

modefty, humility, and fobriet'y; fuch an equal mixture of meek-
nefs and courage, of cheerfulnefs and gravity ; fuch an exact

difcharge of all relative duties ; and in one word, fuch an indif-

ferency to this lower world and the things of it ; and fuch an

entire affection and joyous hope and expectation of things above.

Ke fays alfo, that his ** manner of preaching was io excellent

eafy, clear, judicious, fubftantial, pious, affecting, and upon all

accounts truly ufeful and edifying, that he univerfally acquired

the reputation of being one of the beft preachers of his time.
*

Felton, in his Claffics, commends him as an excellent writer.

M. de la Roche, in his Memoirs of literature, tells us, that our

prelate was one of thofe englifh divines, who, when they under-

take to treat a fubject, dive into the bottom of it, and exhauft the

matter [f].

BLACKLOCK (Thomas). This perfon, in the words of

Mr. Spence, might be efteemed one of the moft extraordinary

characters that has appeared in this or any other age. He was
the ion of a poor tradefman at Annan in Scotland [g J, where he

was born in the year 1721. Before he was fix months old, he-

was totally deprived of his eye-fight by the fmall-pox. His fa-

ther (who by his foil's account of him muft have been a parti-

cularly good man) had intended to breed him up to his own, or

[e] Preface to his works. tnorial. They generally followed agri-

[f] His works were pubiifhed in 2 vols, culture ; and were diftinguifhed for a know-
folio, 1713, confifting of Practical dif- ledge and humanity above their fpheie.

eouiles on our Saviour's fermon on the His father was an honeft and worthy tradef-

xnount, and on the Lord's prayer, together man, had been in good circumftances, but

with his fermons preached at Boy'e's lee- was reduced by a feries of misfortunes. His

ture, with l'everai others upon particular mother was daughter of Mr. Richard Rae,

occasions. an exleniive dealer in cattle, a confideiable

[o] His father and mother were natives bufinefs in that county ; and was equally

of the county of Cumberland, where his efteemed as a man of fortune and import-

paternal anceftors lived from time imme- ance.

5 fome
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fome other trade : but as this misfortune rendered him incapable

of any, all that this worthy parent could do, was to fhew the

utmoft care and attention that he was able toward him, in fo

unfortunate a fituation ; and this goodnefs of his left fo ftrong-

an impreilion on the mind of his fon, that he ever fpoke of it [h j

with the greateft warmth of gratitude and affection. What was
wanting to this poor youth from the lofs of his fight and the

narrownefs of his fortune, feems to have been repaid him in the

goodnefs of his heart and the capacities of his mind. It was very-

early that he (hewed a itrong inclination toward poetry in parti-

cular. His father, and a few of his other friends, ufed often to

read to divert him ; and among the reft, they read feveral paf-

fages out of fome of our poets. Thefe were his chief delight

and entertainment. He heard them not only with an uncom-
mon pleafure, but with a fort of congenial enthufiafm; and from
loving and admiring them fo much, he foon began to endeavour

to imitate them. Among thefe early eflays of his genius, there

was one which is inferted in his works. It was compofed when
he was but twelve years old •, and has fomething very pretty in

the turn of it, and very promifing, for one of fo tender an age.

Providence was fo kind as to indulge him in the affiftance

of this good father till he was nineteen, in the year 1740,
when he was deprived of him by a melancholy accident •, and
as this misfortune, when it did happen [1], neceflitated his fall-

ing into more hands than he had ever before been ufed to, it was
from that time that he began by degrees to be fomewhat more
talked of, and his extraordinary talents more known. It was
about a year after that he was fent for to Edinburgh by Dr. 3te-

venfon, a man of tafte, and one of the phyficians in that city

;

who had the goodnefs to fupply him with every thing neceuary

for his living and ftudying in the univerfity there. Dr. Blacklock

looked on this gentleman as his Maecenas ; and the poem placed

at the entrance to his works was a gratitude-piece addreffed to

him, in imitation of the firft ode of Horace to that great patron.

He had got fome rudiments of latin in his youth, but could

not eafily read a latin author till he was near twenty, when
Dr. Stevenfon put him to a gram mar-fchool in Edinburgh. He
afterwards fludied in that univerfity •, where he not only per-

fected himfelf in latin, but alfo went through all theieft greek

authors with a very lively pleafure. He was alfo a mafter of the

french language, which he acquired by his intimacy in the fa-

mily of Mr. provoft Alexander, whofe lady was a Parifian.

[h] See his Poems, p. 158, 4topdition. the failure lay ; when the principal beam
£ 1

J Dr. Blacklock's father was a brick- coming down upon him, with eighty bufhels

layer, and being informed that a kiln be^- of malt, which were upon the kiln at that

'longing to a fon-in-law of his was giving time, he was in one moment crulhed to
way, his folicitude for his inteiefr. made death.

fcim venture in below the ribs to fee where

After
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After he had followed bis fludies at Edinburgh for four years,

he retreated from thence into the country, on the breaking out

of the rebellion in 1745 ; and it was during this recefs that he
was prevailed on by fome of his friends to publifh a little col-

lection of his poems at Glafgow. When that tempefl was blown
over, and the calm entirely rellored, he returned again to the

univeriity of Edinburgh, and purfued his fludies there for fix

years more. The fecond edition of his poems was publifhed

by him there, in the beginning of the year 1754, very much im-
proved and enlarged •> and they might have been much more
numerous than they were, had he not {hewn a great deal more
nicenefs and delicacy than is ufual ; and keptfeveral pieces from
the prefs, for reafons which feemed much ftronger to himfelf

than they did to his friends, fome of whom were concerned at

his excefs of fcrupuloufnefs, and much wifhed not to have had
him deprived of fo much more reputation, nor the world of fo

many poetical beauties as abounded in them.

Dr. Blacklock, during his ten years fludies at the univerfity,

" not only acquired," as Mr. Hume wrote to a friend, " a great

knowledge in the greek, latin, and french languages, but alfo

made a confiderable progrefs in all the fciences •," and (what is

yet more extraordinary) has attained a confiderable excellence in

poetry •, though the chief inlets for poetical ideas were barred

up in him, and all the vifible beauties of the creation had been
long fince totally blotted out of his memory. How far he con-

trived, by the uncommon force of his genius, to compenfate for

this vafl defeel •, with what elegance and harmony he often

wrote; with how much propriety, how much fenfe, and how
much emotion, are things as eafy to be perceived in reading his

poems, as they would be difficult to be fully accounted for.

Confidered in either of thefe points, he will appear to have a

great {hare of merit ; but if thoroughly confidered in all to-

gether, we are very much inclined to fay (with his friend Mr.
Hume), "he may be regarded as a prodigy."

Of his moral character Mr. Hume obferved, " that his mo-
defly was equal to the goodnefs of his difpofition, and the beauty

of his genius •" and the author of the account prefixed to his

works, fpeaking of the pieces which Dr. Blacklock would not

fuller to be printed, and which, he faid, abounded with fo many
poetical beauties that nothing could do him greater honour, cor-

recting himfeif, added, " Yet I muft (till except his private cha-

racter, which, were it generally known, would recommend him
more to the public efteem, than the united talents of an accom-
plilhed writer."

Among his particular virtues, one of the firft to be admired
was his eafe and contentednefs of mind under fo many circum-

stances, any one almoit of which might be thought capable of

deprefling
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depreffing it. Confidering the meannefs of his birth ; the low-

nefsof his fituation ; the defpicablenefs (at leaft as he himfelf fp

fpoke of it) of his perfon ; the narrownefs and difficulties of his

fortune ; and, above all, his fo early lofs of his fight, and his in-

capacity from thence of any way relieving himfelf under all thefe

burthens ; it may be reckoned no fmall degree of virtue in him,

even not to have been generally difpirited and complaining.

Each of thefe humiliating circumftances he fpoke of in fome
part or other of his poems ; but what he dwelt upon with the

moil lafting caft of melancholy was his lofs of fight, which in

one place carries him on in a deploring ftyle for above fifty lines

together. But at the fame time it ought to be confidered, that

this is in a piece written when his fpirits were particularly de-

preffed by an incident that very nearly threatened his life [k~|j

from which he had but juft efcaped with a great deal of diffi-

culty, and with all the terrors of fo great a danger, and the de-

jection occafioned by them juft frefh upon his mind.

It is in the fame melancholy poem that he exprefTed his dread

of falling into extreme want.

However, his good fenfe and religion enabled him to get the

better of thefe fears, and of all his other calamities, in his calmer

hours ; and indeed in this very poem (which is the molt gloomy
of any he had written) he feemed to have a gleam of light fall in

upon his mind, and recovered himfelf enough to exprefs his

hopes that the care of Providence, which had hitherto always

protected him, would again interfere, and diffipate the clouds

that were gathering over him.

Towards the clofe of the fame piece, he fhewed not only that

he was fatisfied with his own condition, but that he could dis-

cover fome very great bleffings in it; and through the general

courfe of his other poems, one may difcern fuch a juftnefs of

thinking about the things of this world, and fuch an eafy and
contented turn of mind, as was every way becoming a good
chriftian and a good philofopher.

This was the character given of our author by Mr. Spence,

who in the year 1754 took upon himfelf the patronage of Dr.
Blacklock, and fuccefsfully introduced him to the notice of the

public. In that year he publifhed a pamphlet, intituled, An ac-

count of the life, character, and poems of Mr. Eiacklock, ftudent

of philofophy in the univerfity of Edinburgh, 8vo. which, with
fome improvements, was prefixed to a quarto edition of Dr.
Blacklock's poems publifhed by .fubfcripiion. By this publi-

cation a considerable fum of money was obtained, and foon after

[kJ See the beginning of his Soliloquy, ably loft, if a favourite lap-dog had not (by

p. 153 ; a poem (as he there fays) occa- the found of its feet upon the board with

fioned by his efcape from falling into a deep which the well was covered) warned him
yit\\ j where he mult have been irrecover. of his danger.

our
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our poet was fixed in an eligible fituation in the univcrfuy of
Edinburgh [l]. In 1760 he contributed fome poems to a fcotch

collection publifhed at Edinburgh in that year; and being there

fiyled the rev. Mr. Blacklock, it appears he had then entered
into holy orders. About 1766 he obtained tire degree of D. D.
and in 1767 publifhed Paraclefis; or, Confolations deduced frora

natural and revealed religion, in two differtations, Svo. In 1768
he printed two difcourfes on the fpirit and evidences of chrifti-

unity, tranflatcd from the French of Mr. James Armand, and de-
dicated to the rev. moderator of the general afTernbly, &vo. and
in. 1 7 74 produced The Graham, an heroic ballad in four cantos,

4to. In 1776 appeared Remarks on the nature and extent of

liberty as compatible with the genius of civil focieties j on the

principles of government, and the proper limits of its powers
in free ftates ; and on the jufiice and policy of the americaa
war; occafioncd by perufing the obfervations of Dr. Price on
thefe fubjefts, 8vo. Edinburgh. This we have been allured was
written by our author, who at length, at the age of 70, died in

July 179:1.

BLACKMORE (Sir Richard), a phyfician, and an indefa-

tigable writer, has left a great number of woi ks, theological^

poetical, and phyfical. He received the iirft part of his edu-
cation at a private fchool in the country,, from whence he was
semoved to Weftminfter, and afterwards to Oxford. When he
had finifhed his academical ftudies, he travelled to Italy, and
took his degrees in phytic at Padua. He vifked alfo France,

Germany, and the Low Countries ; and after a year and a halfs
ahlence, returned to England, where he praclifed phyfic, and was
chofen fellow of the college of physicians. He had declared

liimfelf early a favourer of the revolution, fo that king William,
in 1697, chofe him one of hits phyficians in ordinary, and fome
time after conferred upon him the honour of knighthood. Upon
queen Anne's acceinon to the throne,' he was alfo appointed one
cf her phyficians, and continued fo for fome time.

Dryden and Tope have treated the poetical performances of
fir Richard with great contempt 5 the former fays, that he

Writ to the rumbling of Ids coach's wheels.

And Mr. Pope thus characterises him in his Dunciad [m} ;

But far o'er all, fonorous Blackmore's flrain;

Walls, fleeples, ikies, bray back to him again.

ft"] In his dedication of the fecond put to your benevolence in fome meafure my
of Parnclells to Mr. Sper,ce

;
he f.ivs, " It prefent comfortable fituation."

is to your kind patronage that I owe my i .\ij Hoo* ii.vor.25Q, 268.
introduction into the republic ui letters, ar\d

.
* In
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In Tot'nam fields, the 'brethren, with amaze,

Prick all their ears up, and forget to graze ;

*Long Chanc'ry-lane retentive rolls the found,

And courts tocouits return it round and round;

Thames wafts it thence to Rufus' roaring hall,

And Hungerford re-echoes bawl for bawl.

All hail him vi&or in both gifts of fong,

Who finga to loudly, and who fings fo long.

w A jufl character," fays the annotator upon Pope, " of fir

Richard Blackmore, knight, whofe indefatigable mufe produced

no lets than fix epic poemB : Prince and king Arthur, twenty

books; Eliza, ten; Alfred, twelve •, the Redeemer, fix ; befides

Job, in folio ; the whole book of Pfalms ; the Creation, feveti

books-, Nature of man, three books, and many more." But not-

withftanding fir Richard has been ib much depreciated by thefe

wits, yet much merit he certainly had. His poem on the Crea-

tion is his moil celebrated performance; and, on the recom-

mendation of Dr. Johnfon, has lately been inferted in the Col-

lection of the Engliih Poets. Addilbn [n], after having crittcifed

on that book of Milton, which gives an account of the works of

the creation, thus proceeds :
" I cannot conclude this book upon

the creation, without mentioning a poem which has lately ap-

peared under that title. The work was undertaken with ib good

ah intention, and executed with fo great a maftery, that it de-

serves to be looked upon as one of the moft ufeful and noble

productions in our engliih verfe. The reader cannot but be

pleafed to find the depths of philofophy enlivened with all the

charms of poetry, and to fee fo great a fircngth of reafon amicit

fo beautiful a redundancy of the imagination." It mult be men-
tioned too in honour of fir Richard, that he was a chaile writer,

and a warm advocate for virtue, at a time when an almoft uni-

verfal degeneracy prevailed. He had been very free in his cen-

furss on the libertine writers of his age ; and it was fome liberty-

lie had taken of this kind, which drew upon him the refentment

of Dryden. He had likewife given offence to Pope ; for having

been informed by Curll that he was the author of a Traveftie on
the firit Pfalm, he took occafion to reprehend him for it in his

Effay on polite learning [oj. Sir Richard died Oct. 9, 1729.

Towards the end of his life, his bulinefs as a phyfician declined;

-but as in his earlier years he had been the firit in his profeffion,

and his practice very confiderable, it is therefore highly probable

he was ineafy circumftances in his old age [i>],

£n] Speftator, No. 339. feveral treatifes on the plague, fmall-pox,

[ol Vol. ii. p. 270. confumplions, the fpleen, gout, drojily, &c.

[p J Bcfides what are mentioned above, and many fmail poetical pieces.

& Richard wtote i'ome theological traits
;

BLACKSTONE
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BLACKSTONE (Sir William, lent, and LL.D.), an iliuf-

frious englifh lawyer, was born at his father's houfe in Cheap-
fide, London, July 10, 1723 [qJ. His father was a filkman; his

mother the daughter of Lovelace Bigg, efq. of Chilton-Foliot in

Wiltfhire : and he was the youngelt of four children. His fa-

ther dying before he was born, and his mother before he was
twelve years old, the care of his education and fortune fell to

his uncle Mr. Thomas Bigg; In 1730, he was put to the Char-
ter-ihoufe fchool 5 and, in 1735-, admitted upon the foundation

there. November 1738, he was entered a commoner of Pem-
broke college, Oxford, and elected by the governors to one of

the Charter-houfe exhibitions. December 12, he fpoke the an-
nual oration at the fchool ; and, about the fame time, obtained

alfo Mr. Benfon's gold prize-medal of Milton, for ve'rfes on that

poet. Purfuing his ftudie9 with unremitting ardour, and attend-

ing not only to his favourite claffics, but alfo to logic, mathe-
matics, &c at the age of twenty he compiled a tfeatife intituled

Elements of architecture -, intended Only for his own ufe, but

much approved by thofe who have perufed it*

Quitting, however, with regret, thefe amufing purfuits, he en-

gaged in the feverer ftudies of the law 5 which regret he ele-

gantly exprefled in a copy of verfes, called " The lawyer's fare-

well tohismufej" fince printed in vol. iv. of Dodfley'sMifcellanies.

Several little poetical pieces he has alfo left unpublifhed; and his

notes on Shakfpeare, inferted in Mr. Malone's fupplement to the

laft edition, (hew how well he understood, as well as relifhed,

that author.

November 1740, he was entered of the Middle Temple •, No*
vember 1743, elected into All Souls college j November 1744,
fpoke the annual commemoration-fpeechj and was admitted

a£lual fellow. Henceforward he divided his time between the

univerfity and the Temple. June 1745, he commenced bache-

lor of law ; and, November 1746, was called to the bar. As a

counfel, he made his way but flowly, not having a flow of elo-

cution, or a graceful delivery ; but at Oxford, as a burfar, he
arranged their muniments, and improved their eftates ; haltened

the completion of the Codrington library, and greatly diftin-

guifhed himfelf as a man of bufinefs, as well as a man of letters.

In 1749, he was elected recorder of the borough of Wallingford

in Berklhire. April 1750, he became LL.D. and publifhed " An
effay on collateral confanguinity," relative to the exclufive claim

to fellowfhips, made by the founder's kin at All Souls. The
profits of his profeflion being inadequate to the expence, he de-

termined, in 1 753, to retire to his fellowship ; IT i 11 continuing to

pracTife as a provincial counfel. Soon after, he began to read

[qj Life prefixed to his Reports.

J hi*
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liis lectures on the laws of England; publifhing, in 1755, his

Analyfis of thefe laws, as a guide to his auditors, on their firft

introduction to this ftudy. His Confiderations on copyholders

was publiflied in March 1758 ; and a bill to decide the contro-

verted point of their voting foon after palled into a law.

October 2c, 1758, he was unanimoufly elected Vinerian pro-

feflbr of the common law; and, on the 25th, read his intro-

ductory lecture, fince prefixed to his Commentaries. In 1759,
he publifhed " Reflections on the opinions of Meffrs. Pratt,

Moreton, and Wilbraham, relating to lord Litchfield's disquali-

fication," who was then a candidate for the chancel lorfhip ; and
" A cafe for the opinion of counfel, on the right of the univerfity

to make new flatutes." Michaelmas term 1759, having previ-

oufly bought chambers in the Temple, he refumed his attendance

at Weftminfter ; ftill continuing to read his lectures at Oxford.

November following, he publilhed a new edition of the Great

charter, and charter of the foreft, where he fhewed himfelf as

an antiquary and hiftorian, as well as a lawyer ; and, about the

fame time, a fmall treatife " On the law of defcents in fee-fim-

ple." March 1 761, he was returned to parliament for Hindon
in Wiltfhire.; and in May had a patent of precedence granted

him to rank as king's counfel, having before declined the chief

jufticefhip of the court of common pleas in Ireland. May 1761,

he married Sarah the daughter of James Clitherow, of Bofton

Houfe in Middlefex, efq. with whom he lived near nineteen years,

and left feven children by her.

His fellowfhip of All Souls being now vacant he was, in June

1 76 1, appointed by the chancellor of the univerfity principal of

New-Inn Hall. In 1762, he collected and republifhed feveral

of his pieces, under the title of " Law tracts," in two volumes
tfvo. In 1763, he was chofen folicitor-general to the queen, and
jl bencher of the Middle Temple. November 1 764, he publifhed

the firft volume of his lectures, under the title of " Commen-
taries on the laws of England-," and, in the four fucceeding

years, the other three volumes. In 17 66,' he refigned the Vine-
rian profeflbrflup, and the principality of New Inn Hall ; thefe

Situations being incompatible with his profeiTmnal attendance in

London. In the new parliament, chofen in 1768, he was re-

turned burgefs for Weftbury in Wiltfhire. In the courfe of this

parliament, what he faid in the debate on the queftion, Whether
a member expelled was eligible or not in the fame parliament ?

being deemed by fome contradictory to what he had laid down
on the fame fubjeet in his Commentaries, he was warmly at-

tacked in a pamphlet, fuppofed to be written by another mem-
ber, a baronet. Dr. Prieiliey and Dr. Furneaux alio animad-
verted on fome pofitions in the fame work, relative to offences

againft the doctrine of the eilablifhed church ; to both of whom,

he
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ne replied [r]. May 1770, he became a junior fudge hi the court
of king's bench; and, in June, was removed to the fame fituatiori

in the common pleas. On this promotion, he refigned the re-

corderfhip of Wallingford ; a town, in which he had refided

more or lefs, at his villa called Priory Place, from about 1750.
Having now obtained the fummit of his wifhes, otium cum dig-

tiitnte, he refided conRantly in London ; and, when not occupied
in the formalities of his calling, was always engaged in fome
fcheme of public utility. The laft of this kind was the acl: of
parliament for providing detached houfes of hard labour for

convicts, as a fubilitute for tranfporiation. A few weeks before

he died, his affiftance was requefted by the late fir George Down-
ing's truftees, in forming a proper plan or body of ftatutes for his

new foundation at Cambridge : but, before any thing could be
done in it, death put an end to him. His constitution, hurt by
the gout, a nervous diforder, and corpulency, occafioned by mid-
night ftudies, and an averfion to exercife, broke him up fome-
what early. About Chriftmas 1779, he was f^ized with a vio-

lent ihortnefs of breath; and, though this was foon removed,-

the caufe remained : for, on coming to town to attend Hilary

term, he was attacked again. This brought on drowfinefs and
a ftupor ; fo that he became at laft for fome days almoft totally

infer. fible, and expired, February 14, 1780, in his 56th year.

Since his death, have been published, from his original MSS*
according to the directions in his will, " Reports of cafes de-

termined in the feveral courts of Weftminfter Hall from 1 746
to 1779 [sj." With a preface, containing memoirs of his life,

2 vols, folio.

BLACKWALL (Anthony), a native of Dcrbyfhire, was ad-

mitted fizer in Emanuel college, Cambridge, Sept. 13, i6i)0)

proceeded B. A. in 1694, and went out M. A. 1698 [tJ. He
was appointed head mafter of the free fchool at Derby, and
lecturer of All-hallows there, where in 1706 he diftinguiflied

himfelf in the literary world by " Thcognidis Megarcnfis fen-

tentiae morales, nova latina verfione, notis et emenciationibus,

explanat-je et exornatse : una cum variis lecTionibus, &c." 8vo/

Whilft at Derby he alfo published An introduction to the claf-

[r] Cut tfee moft formidable objections is highly worthy ofperufal, as written with

to his book are difplayed in a work intitu- libciality and ipirit.

led, A fragment on government ; being an [ s ] " We mull not always rely on trie-

examination of what is delivered on the words of reports, though under great names.
fubject of government in general, in the Mr. juflice Blackilone :

s Reports are not

introduction to fir William Blackftone's very accurate ;" per lord Mansfield in

Commentaries : with a preface, in which Hallei v. Simpfon. Douglafs's Reports,

is given a critique, on the work at large, 2d edit. 170^, note.

Svo, 177ft. The objections here rendered [t] Nichols's Hiftory of Hinckley,
palpable ftill remain unanfwered. It is faid p. 177.
to be. the production of Mr Benuiain, and

flCS }
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lies ; containing a fhort difcourfe on their excellences, and di-

rections how to ftudy them to advantage : with an eflay on the

nature and ufe of thofe emphatical and beautiful figures which

give ftrength and ornament to writing, 171 8, i2mo; in which

he difpiayed the beauties of thofe admirable writers of antiquity,

to the understanding and imitation even of common capacities ;

and that in fo concife and clear a maimer as feemed peculiar to

himfelf. In 1722 he was appointed head mailer of the free-

fchool at Market-Bofworth in Leicefterfhire ; and in 1725 ap-

peared, in quarto, his greateft and moft celebrated work, The
facred dallies defended and i'.luflrated. A fecond volume (com-

pleted but a few weeks before his death) was publifhed in 1731,

under the title of The facred claiTics defended and illufirated.

The fecond and Iail volume. To this volume was prefixed a

portrait of the author by Vertue, from an original painting.

Both volumes were reprinted in 4to, Lipfia?, 1736. Mr. Black-

wall had the felicity to bring up many excellent fcholars in his

• feminaries at Derby and Bofworth; among others, the celebrated

Richard Dawes, author of the Mifcellanea Critica, and fir Henry
Atkins, bart. who, being patron of the church of Clapham in

Surry, prefented him, Oct. 12, 1726, to that rectory (then fup-

pofed to be worth 300 1. a year), as a mark of his gratitude and
efteem. This happened late in Mr. Blackwall's life. The gram-
mar whereby he initiated the youth under his care into latin

was of his own compofiug ; and fo happily fitted to the pur-

pofe, that in 1728 he was prevailed upon to make it public,

though his model!y would not permit him to fix his name to it,

becaufe he would not be thought to prefcribe to other inftru&ors

of youth. Early 'in 1729 he refigned the xe£lory of Clapham ;

and retired to Market-Bofworth, where he was equally refpec~led

for his abilities and conviviality. He died at his fchool there,

April 8, 1730. His fon, John, who was many years an attor-

ney at Stoke, in that neighbourhood, died July 5, 1763, aged 56.

A daughter of the fchoolmafter was married to Mr. William
Cantrell, bookfeller at Derby.

BLACKWELL (Thomas), was fon of a minifter at Aber-
deen, and born there, 4th Aug. 1707 [u]. He had his gram-
matical learning at a fchool in Aberdeen, ftudied greek and phi-

lofophy in the iVlarifchal college there, and took the degree of
M. A. in 1 7 18. Being greatly diftinguifhed by uncommon parts,

and an early proficiency in letters, he was, Dec. 1723, made
greek profeflbr in the college, where he had been educated j and
continued to teach that language with applaufs, even to his

death. In 1737, was publifhed at London, but without his

name, An enquiry into the life and writings of Homer, 8vo,

;

[u] Biog. Brit. 2d edit.

Vol. II. C c a fecortd
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a fecond edition of which appeared in 1736 [x] ; and, not long
after, Proofs of the enquiry into Homer's life and writings -,

which was a tranflation of the greek, latin, fpanifh, kalian, and
french notes, fubjoined to the original work. We agree with
thofe who elteem this the belt of our author's performances.

In 1 748 he published Letters concerning Mythology, 8vo ; with-

out his name alfo. The fame year, he was made principal of

the Marifchal college in Aberdeen, and is the only layman who
has been appointed principal of that college, fince the patronage

came to the crown, by the forfeiture of the Marifchal family,

in 1716; all the other principals having been minifters of the

church of Scotland. March 1 752 he took the degree of doctor

of laws : and, the year following, came out the firfl volume of

his Memoirs of the court of Auguftus, 4to. The fecond volume
appeared in 1755; and the third, which was pofthumous, and
left incomplete by the author, was fitted for the prefs by John
Mills, efq. and publifhed in 1764 : at which time was publimed

a third' edition of the two former volumes.

Soon after he became principal of his college, he married a

merchant's daughter of Aberdeen, by whom he had no children.

Several years before his death, his health began to decline : his

diforder was of the confumptive kind, and thought to be for-

warded by an excefs of abllemioufnefs, which he impofed upon
himfelf. His difeafe increafing, he was advifed to travel, and

accordingly fet out in Feb. 1757 : however, he was net able

to go farther than Edinburgh, in which city he died the 8th of

March following, in his 56th year. He was a very ingenious

and very learned man : he had an equable flow of temper, and

a truly philofophic fpirit, both which he feems to have preferved

to the laft 5 for, on the day cf his death, he wrote to feveral of

his friends.

BLACKWELL (Alexander), fori of a dealer in knit-hofe

at Aberdeen, where he received a liberal education, ftudied

phyfic under Boerhaave at Leyden, took the degree of M. D.
and acquired a proficiency in the modern languages [y]. On
his return home, happening to Hay feme time at the Hague, he

contracted an intimacy with a fwedifh nobleman. Marrying a

gentleman's daughter in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, he
prcpofed pracliGng his profefiion in that part of the kingdom

;

but in two years finding his expectations"difappdinted, he came

to London, where he met with full lefs encouragement as a

fx'l Lord Kaims, fpe'akirtg of the won- much inijuftry, as well as invention; but

deri'ul perfection to which Homer arrived in mj ion, without giving much
of the hift. of man, vol. i. fatisfa&ion. Dr. Beat tie however in his

p. 175, 2d edit.) fays, " An author of ge- Differt. mor. ait. thinks more favour-

is endeavoured to account ibr this ably of Dr. Blackwell's works.

ry phenomenon ; and I will- j_"v 1 Ariecdotes ol Bowyer, by Nichols,

acknowledge that he ii«; exerted p. ;jo.

phyfician,
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phyfician, and commenced corrector of the prefs for Mr. Wil-
kins a printer. After fome years fpent in this employment, he
fet up as printer himfelf, and carried on feveral large works, till

1734, when he became bankrupt. In what manner he fubfifted

'during the five or fix years fubfequent to this event we do not
learn, unlefs it was by the ingenuity of his wife, who publiihed
" A curious Herbal, containing 500 cuts, of the molt ufeful

plants which are now ufed in the practice of phyfic, engraved on
folio copper plates, after drawings taken from the life, by
Elizabeth Blackwell. To which is added, a fhort defcription or*

the plants, and their common ufes in phyfic, 1739," 2 vols.

foho. In or about the year 1740 he went to Sweden, and, re-

newing his intimacy with the nobleman he knew at the Hague,
again aflumed the medical profefiion, and was very well received

in that capacity ; till, turning projector, he laid a fcheme before

his Swedifh majelty for draining the fens and maffhes, which was
well received, and many thcufands were employed in profecuting

it under the doctor's dire£tion, from which he had fome fmall

allowance from the king. This fcheme fucceeded fo well, that

he turned his thoughts to others of greater importance, which in

the end proved fatal to him. He was fufpeeled of being con-

cerned in a plot with count Tefiin, and was tortured; which
not producing a confeifion, he was beheaded Augufl 9, 1748;
and foon after this event appeared " A genuine copy of a letter

from a merchant in Stockholm, to his correfpondent in London ;

containing an impartial account of doctor Alexander Blackwell

his plot, trial, character and" behaviour, both under examination,

and at the place of execution ; together with a copy of a paper

delivered to a friend upon the fcaifoid." Ke po fiefled a good
natural genius, but wasfomewhat flighty, and a little conceited.,

His converfation, however, was facetious and agreeable ; and he
might be confidered on the whole as a well-bred accomplished

gentleman.

BLACKWOOD (Ai>AM), who had been a retainer to the un-
fortunate queen Mary, and who had great obligations to her, dif-

tinguifhed himfelf as a violent advocate for that princefs. In

1587, he published, in french, his Martyrdom of Mary Stuart,

queen of Scotland, written with all that bittcrnefs of refent-'

ment which is natural for a man of fpirit to feel, who, by an act

of flagrant injuitice, was deprived of his miftrefs and his fove-

rcign, his friend and his benefaclrefs. He addrefles himfelf, in

a vehement ftrain of paffion, to ail the princes of Europe, to

avenge her death; declaring, that they are unworthy of royalty,

if they are not roufed on fo interefting and preifing an occafion.

He laboured hard to prove that Henry VllL's marriage with
Anne Bolen was inceliuous; a calumny too grofs to merit a

formal refutation. He continued many years in the Ration of
C <z 2 a coun*
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a counfellor, or fenator, at Poictiers. He died in 1613. His
writings, which fhew him to have been a civilian, a poet, and
divine, were collected and publifhed at Paris, by Sebaftian Cra-

moify, 1644.

BLADEN (Martin, efq.), a gentleman of Abrey Hatch in

Effex, and formerly a lieutenant-colonel in queen Anne's reign,

is more diftinguifhed by a tranflation of Creiar's Commentaries,

which he dedicated to his general, the great duke of Marl-
borough, than by his dramatic pieces, Orpheus and Euridice a

mafque, and Solon a tragi-comedy. However, it is but juftice

to him to fay, that thefe were printed, 1705, without his con-

fent. 1 his gentleman was in five parliaments. In 17 14 he was
made comptroller of the Mint ; in 1717 one of the lords com-
mimoners of trade and plantations ; and, the fame year, ap-

pointed envoy extraordinary to the court of Spain, which he

declined. He died in I746[z].

BLAEU, or JANSSEN (William), difciple and intimate

friend of Tycho Brahe, acquired celebrity by his geographical

works and his impreffions. In the compofition of his AtlafTes

he employed the mod fkilful geographers and the beft workmen.
Some of his maps have not vet been excelled in neatnefs. Theie
is by him, an Atlas, in 3 vols. fol. Amfterdam, 1638 ; a treatife

on the globes, &c. This excellent printer died at Amfterdam,
the place of his nativity, in 1638, at the age of 67. His two
fons, John and Cornelius, gave in 1663, a new edition of their

father's Atlas, in 14 vols, folio : the celeftial and the maritime

Atlas, forming each a feparate volume, are comprifed in that

number. This collection fells dear, efpecially when the maps
are coloured. A fire, in which they loit almoft the whole of

their ftock in trade, contributed not a little to enhance the price

of this book. John Blaeu is alfo author of the defigns of the

Nouveau Theatre d'ltalie ; Amfterdam, 1704, 4 vols. fol. with

plates.

BLAGRAVE (John), an eminent mathematician, who
flourifhed in the ifcth ami 17th centuries, hie acquired the ru-

diments of his education at Reading, whence he removed to St.

John's college, Oxford. He foon quitted the univerfity, and re-

tired to Southcote Lodge at Reading, where he devoted his time

to ftudy and contemplation. His genius feemed to be turned

moft to mathematics ; and that he might ftudy this fcience with-

out interruption, he devoted himlelf to a retired life [a]. He
employed himfelf chiefly in compiling fuch works, as might

render fpeculative mathematics accurate, and the practical parts

eafy. He accordingly finifhed fome learned and ufefut works on

[z] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, [a] Wood's Athenje, Oxon. vol. i. col. 370.

6 ,
raatke-
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mathematical Subjects [b]. What he propofed in all his writings

was to render thofe fciences more univerfally understood. He
endeavoured to fhew the ufefulriefs of fuch ftudies, that they

were not mere amufements for fcholars and fpeculative perfons,

but of general advantage, and absolutely indifpen fable in many of

the necefiaries and conveniences of life.

Blagrave was a man of great beneficence in private life. As
he was born in the town of Reading, and had fpent mod of his

lime there, he was therefore delirous of leaving in that place

fome monuments of his beneficent difpofition; and fuch too as

might have reference to each of the three parifhes of Reading.

He accordingly bequeathed a legacy for this purpofe, of which
we have an account by Afhmole, in the following words [cj :

" You are to note, that he doth devife that each church-warden
fhould fend on Good-Friday one virtuous maid that has lived

five years with her mafter : all three maids appear at the town-

hall before the mayor and aldermen, and calt dice, bhe that

throws moil has 10I. put in a purfe, and fhe is to be attended

with the other two that loft the throw. The next year come again

the two maids, and one moi-e added to them. He orders in his

will that each maid fhould have three throws before fhe lofes it

;

and if fhe has no luck in the three years, he orders that Mill new
faces may come and be prefented. On the fame Good-Friday
he gives eighty widows money to attend, and orders i os. for a

good fermon, and fo he wifhes well to all his countrymen. It

is lucky money, for I never heard but the maid that had the iol.

fuddenly had a good hufband." Blagrave died at his own houfe

near Reading, Auguftg, 161 J, and lies interred near his mother
in the church of St. Lawrence ; with a fine monument to his

memory, and an infeription ; the following account of which is

given by Mr. Afhmole
l
d] On the north againft the wall is a

noble monument, reprefenting a man under an arch to the

middle, holding one hand on a globe, the other on a quadrant.

He is habited in a fhort cloak, a caffbek, and a ruff, furrounded

with books on each fide of him. On one fide is the figure of

a woman to the breafts, naked, holding an inftrument in her

hand, as offering it to him, and under her feet the word CUB US.
On the other fide is another woman, fomewhat naked, though

[bJ He p'jblifhed the four following with, as for that it pei formeth the geome-
works : i. A mathematical jewel, (hew- trical menfurauon of all altitudes, I 590,
ing the making and rnoft excellent ufe of 410. ?. Aftioiabium uranicum generale ; a

an inftrument fo called : the ufe of which neoeffaryand pleafant fohce and recreation

jewel is (o abundant, that it leadeth the for navigators in their long journeying
;

direfit path-way through the whole art of containing the ufe of an inftrument, or

aftronomy, cofmography, geography, &c. allrolabe, &c. 15^)6,410. 4. The art of

1582, tol. 2. Of the making and ufe of the dialling, in two parts. 1609,410.
familiar ftaff, fo called: for that it may [c] Afhmole's Berkshire, vol. in. p. 372.

be made uleful and familiarly to walk [d] Ibid. vol. ji. p. 559.
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with a fcarf thrown clofely round her, and offering in like matw
ner ; under her feet, TETPAEAPON. On the top are two wo-
men leaning on their arms, inferibed OKTAEAPON AO.AEKA-
EAPON. In the middle, a perfon armed, cap-a-pee, intituled,

E1K02EAPGN. And under the firft figure mentioned, this in-

fcription, in an oval

:

JOHANNES BLAGRAVE, totus mathematicus, cum matre fepultus.

Here lies his ccrpfe, which living had a fpirit,

Wherein much worthy knowledge did inherit,

By which with zeal our God he did adore,

Left fcr maid fervants, and to feed the poor.

His virtuous mother came of worthy race,

A Hungeiford, and buried in this place.

When God fent death their lives away to call,

They liv'd belov'd, and died bewail'd of all.

BLAGRAVE (Joseph), a noted aftrologer, was author of a

large fupplement to 1 Culpeper's Herbal, with a new tract of

Chirurgery, 8vo. He was alfo author of the Aftrological Prac-

tice of Phyfic, 3vo •, and Introduction to Aftrology, 8vo, 1682.

He was a. (trenuous advocate for the doctrine of the ftars. Died
about 1688 [eJ.

BLAIR (John). AH we know of this perfon is, that he

was chaplain to the famous fir William Vv allace, who was bafely

put to death by order of Edward I. of England. After the fa-

mous battle of Bannockburu, 1 312, Thomas Randolph, earl of

Murray, took Blair into his family, and promoted him to a

living, where he (pent the remainder of his days in eafe and re- '

tirement. lie died during the reign of king Robert Bruce. He
wrote a molt elegant latin poem on the death of Wr

allace, of

which there is a beautiful tranflation in Hume's Hiftory of the

DouglafTes.

B! AIjF Es, M. A.) was born and bred in Scotland, and

0rdained and beneficed in the episcopal church there ; but meet-

ing with fome difcourage-ments under an unfettled ftate of af-

fairs, and having a profpeel of difcharging his minifterial func-

tion more ufefully elfewhere, he quitted his preferments, and
came into England near the end of Charles the lid's reign.

'It was net long before he was taken notice of by Compton
bifhop of London, who prevailed with him to go as mimonary
to Virginia, about 1685 > where, by exemplary conducly and

unwearied labours in the work of the miniftry, he did good fer-

vice to religion, and gained to himfelf a good report amongft

ah : fo that the fame bifhop Compton, being well apprifed of

his true and great worth, made choice of him, about 1689, as

[e] Biograph. Brit.
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Ills commiiTary for Virginia, the higher} office in the church
there ; which, however, did not take him off from his palloral

care, but only rendered him the more mining example of it to

the reft of the clergy.

While his thoughts were intent upon doing good in his office,

he obferved with concern that the want of lchools, and proper

feminaries for religion and learning, was fuch a damp upon all

attempts for the propagation of the gofpel, that little could be

hoped for, without firit removing that obftacle. He therefore

formed a vail defign of creeling and endowing a college in Vir-

ginia, at Williamfburgh, the capital of that country, for pro-

feffors and ftudents in academical learning : in order to which,

he had himfelf let on foot a voluntary fubfeription, amounting
to a great fuin ; and, not content with that, came over into

England in 1693, to foiicit the affair at court. Queen Mary was
fo weii pleafed with the noble defign, that Ihe efpoufed it with
a particular zeal ; and king William alfo very readily concurred

with her in it. Accordingly a patent paffed for erecting and
endowing a college, by the name of the William and Mary
college ; and Mr. .Blair, who had the principal hand in laying,

folliciting, and concerting the defign, was appointed prefident

of the college. He was befides rector of Williamfburgh in Vir-

ginia, and prefident of the council in that colony [fJ. He con-
tinued prefident of the college near 50, and a minifter of the

gofpel above 60 years. He was a faithful labourer in God's vine-

yard, an ornament to his profeffion and his feveral offices ; and
in a good old age went to enjoy the high prize of his calling,

in the year 1743 [
G ]'

BLAIR fJohn), was educated at Edinburgh ; and came to

London in company with Andew Henderfon, a voluminous
writer, who, in his title-pages ftyled himfelf A. M. and for fome
years kept a bookfeller's fhop in Weltminiler-hall [hJ. Hen-
derfon's firft employment was that of an ulher at a fchool in

Hedge-lane, in which he was fucceeded by his friend Blair, who,
in 1754, obliged the world with a valuable publication, under
the title of " The chronology and hiftory of" the world, from
the creation to the year of Chrift 1753. llluftrated in 56 tables 5

of which four are introductory, and contain the centuries prior

to the firft olympaid % and each of the remaining 52, contain in

one expanded view 50 years, or half a century, By the rev. John
Blair, L.L. D." This volume, which is dedicated to lord chan-

[f] Burnet's Hilt. vol. ii. p. 119. 4 vols. 8vo. The executors of Dr. Bray
Humphrey's Hift. account, p. 9, ro. (to whom the author had previously tranf-

[gJ His works are, " Our Saviour's, ferred his copy-right) afterwards published
divine fermon on the mount, explained

; a new impreffion, revifed and corrected,

and the practice of it recommended in di- [h j Nichols's hift. cf Hiiickley, p. iSo.

vers fermons and difcourles. Lend. 1741."
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cellorHardwicke,was publiflied by fubfcription, on account of the
great expence of the plates, for which the author apologized in

his preface, where he acknowledged great obligations to the earl

of Bath, and announced fome chronological differtations, where-
in he propofed to illuflrate the difputed points, to explain the
prevailing fyftems of chronology, and to eftablifh the authorities

upon which fome of the particular ceras depend. In January
1755 he was elected F. R. S. and in 1761 F. A. S. In 1756 he
publiflied a fecond edition of his Chronological Tables. In Sept.

1757, he was appointed chaplain to the princefs dowager of
Wales, and mathematical tutor to the duke of York-, and, on
Dr. Tcwnfhend's promotion to the deanry of Norwich, the fer-

vices of Dr. Blair were rewarded, March 10, '761, with a pre-
bendal flail at Weftminfter. The vicarage of Hinckley happen-
ing to fall vacant fix days after, by the death of Dr. Morres, Dr.
Blair was prefented to it by the dean and chapter of Weft-
minfter; and in Auguft that year he obtained a difpenfation to

hold with it the rectory of Burton Goggles in Lincolnfhire. In
September 1763 he attended his royal pupil the duke of York
in a tour to the continent ; had the fatisfaction of vifiting Lifbon,
Gibraltar, Minorca, mofl of the principal cities in Italy, and
feveral parts of France ; and returned with the duke in Auguft
1764. In 1 768 he publifhed an improved edition of his Chro-
nological Tables, which he dedicated to the princefs of Wales,
who had exprefied her early approbation of the former edition.

To the edition were annexed, fourteen maps of ancient and mo-
dern geography, for illuftrating the tables of chronology and
hiflory. To which is prefixed a diflertation on the progrefs of
geography. In March 1771 he was prefented by the dean and
chapter of Weftminfter to the vicarage of St. Bride's in the

city of London ; which made it neceiTary for him to refign

Hinckley, where he had never refided for any length of time.

On the death of Mr. Sims, in April 1776, he refigned St. Bride's,

and was prefented to the re£lory of St. John the evangelift in

V/eftminfter ; and in June that year obtained a difpenfation to

hold the rectory of St. John with that of Horton, near Cole-

brooke, Bucks. His brother captain Blair [ij falling glorioufly

[1] This able officer, for his gallant the bed of honour, and became one of

conduct in the Dolphin frigate in the en- three heroes to whom their country, by
^agement with the Dutch on the Dogger its representatives, has voted a monument,
Bank, August 5, 178', was promoted to for which an ingenious writer in the Gen-
the command of the Anfon, a new ihip of tleman's Magazine has propofed the fol-

64 guns. By bravely diftinguifhing him- lowing well-adapted lines as part of an

fcjf under fir George Rodney, he fell in epitaph :

" This lalt juft tribute grateful Britain pays,

That diijtaot time may learn her Heioes' praifc.

Jir'd with like z-al, fleets yet unform'd fli.il gain

Another Clair, a Manners, and a Bavnej
And future Chiefs fhall unrepining bleed,

When Senates thus reward snd celebrate the dee4.*

in
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in the fervice of his country in the memorable fea-fight of
April 12, 1782, the (hock accelerated the doctor's death. He
had at the fame time the influenza in a fevere degree, which put
a period to his life, June 24, 1782. His library was fold by
auction December 11-13, 178 1 ; and a courfe of his Lectures on
the canons of the Old Ted ament, has fince appeared.

BLAKE (Robert), a famous admiral, born Auguft 1599, at

Bridgewacer, in Somerfetfhire, where he was educated at the

grammar-fchool [k]. He went from thence to Oxford, where
he was entered at St. Alban's hall, but removed to Wadham
college, and in 1617 took the degree of B. A. [l]. In 1623
he wrote a copy of verfes on the death of Camden, and foon
after left the univerfity. He was tinctured pretty early with
republican principles •, and diiliking that feverity with which
Laud, then biihop of Bath and Wells, prefTed uniformity

in his diocefe, he began to fall into the puritanical opinions.

The natural bluntnefs and fmcerity of his difpofition led him to

fpeak freely upon all occafions, infomuch that, his fentiments

being generally known, the puritan party got him elected mem-
ber for Bridgewater in 1640 [m]. When the civil war broke out,

he declared for the parliament. In 1643 he was at Briftol, under
the command of col. Fiennes, who intrufted him with a little

fort on the line j and, when prince Rupert attacked Briftol, and
the governor had agreed to furrender it upon articles, Blake
neverthelefs for fome time held out his fort, and killed feveral

of the king's forces : which exafperated prince Rupert to fuch a
degree, that he talked of hanging him, had not fome friends

interpofed, and excufed him on account of his want of experi-

ence in war [n] He ferved afterwards in Somerfetfhire, under
the command of Popham, governor of Lyme •, and, being much
beloved in thofe parts, he had fuch good intelligence there, that

in conjunction with fir Robert Pye, he furprifed Taunton for

the parliament [oj- In 1644 he was appointed governor of this

place, which was of the utmoffc importance, being the only gar-
rifon the parliament had in the weft. The works about it were
not ftrong, nor was the garrifon numerous

; yet, by his ftrict

difcipline, and kind behaviour to the townfmen, he found means
to keep the place, though not properly furnifhed with fupplies,

and fometimes befieged, and even blocked up by the king's

forces. At length Goring made a breach, and actually took part
of the town •, while Blake ftill held out the other part and the
caftle, till relief came. For this fervice the parliament ordered the
garriion a bounty of 2000I. and the governor a prefent of 500I.

[k] Lives Biitiih and Foreign, vol. ii. [n] Clarendon's Hift. vol. iii. p. 6:2.

p. 75. Loud. 1704, 8vo. [o] Rufhworth's Hiltorical collections,

[l] Wood's Fafti, Oxon.vol. i.col. 203. vol. v. p. 6S3.

J\vi] Ibid. col. 204.
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When the parliament had voted no farther addrefies mould be
made to the king, Blake joined in an addrefs from the borough
of Taunton, exprefling their gratefulnefs for this ftep taken by
the houfe of commons [p]. However, when the king came to

be tried, Blake difapproved of that meafure, as illegal ; and was
frequently heard to fay, he -would as freely venture his life to

lave the king's, as ever he did to ferve the parliament. But this

is thought to have been chielly owing to the humanity of his

temper ; fince after the death of the king he fell in wholly with

fhe republican party, and, next to Cromwell, was the ableifc

officer the parliament had.

Feb. 12, 1649, he was appointed to command the fleet, in

conjunction with col. Deane and col. Popham. Soon after he
was ordered to fail, with a fquadron of men of war, in purfuit

of prince Rupert. Blake came before Kinfale in June 1649,
where prince Rupert lay in harbour. He kept him in the har-

bour till the beginning of October ; when the prince, defpairing

of relief by fea, and Cromwell being ready to take the town by

land, provifions of all forts falling fhort, he refolved to force

his way through Blake's fquadron, which lie effected with the

iofs of three of his mips. The prince's fleet fleered their courfc

±0 Lifbon, where they were protected by the king of Portugal.

Blake fent to the king for leave to enter, and coming near with

his fhips, the caftle fhot at him ; upon which he dropped anchor,

and fent a boat to know the reafon of this hoflility. The captain

of the caftle anfwered, he had no orders from the king to let

his fhips pafs : however, the king commanded one of the lords

of the court to wait upon Blake, and to defire him not to come
in except the weather proved bad, left fome quarrel fhould

happen between him and prince Rupert ; the king fent him, at

the fame time, a large prefent of frefh provifions. The weather

proving bad, Blake failed up the river into the bay of "Wyers,

but two miles from the place where prince Rupert's fhips lay;

and thence he fent capt. Moulton, to inform the king of the

falfities in the prince's declaration. The king, however, ftill re-

fuiing to allow the admiral to attack prince Rupert, Blake took

five of the Brazil fleet richly laden, and at the fame time fent

notice to him, that unlefs he ordered the prince's ihips out from

his river, he would feize the reft of the portuguefe fleet from

America ['<_]. Sept. 1650 the prince endeavoured to get out of

the harbour, but was foon driven in again by Blake, who fent

to England nine portuguefe fhips bound for Brazil. October

following, he and Popham met with a fleet of 23 fail from Brazil

for Lifbon, of whom they funk the admiral, took the vice-ad-

miral, and 11 other fliips, having 10,000 cheiis of fugar oil

[f] Lives Englifli and Foreign, vol. ii. p. 81, S2. [qj Ibid. vol. ii. p. 89.

board.
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fcoard. In his return home, lie met with two mips in fearch of
the prince, whom he followed up the Streights ; when he took

a french man of war, the captain of which had committed hof-

tilities. He fent this prize, which was reported worth a million,

jnto Calais, and followed the prince to the port of Carthagena,

where he lay with the remainder of his fleet. As foon as Blake

came to anchor before the fort, he fent a meffenger to the fpanifh,

governor, informing him, that an enemy to the iiate of England
was in his port, that the parliament had commanded him to pur-

fue him, and the king of Spain being in amity with the parliament,

he defired leave iO take all advantages againft their enemy. The
governor replied, he could not take notice of the difference of

any nations or perfons amongft themfelves, only fuch as were
declared enemies to the king his mailer; that they came. in thi-

ther for fafety, therefore he could not rcfufe them protection,

and that he would do the like for the admiral. Blake Hill preffed

the governor to permit him to attack the prince, and the Spaniard

put him off till he could have orders from Madrid. While the

admiral was cruizing in the Mediteranean, prince Rupert got

out of Carthagena, and failed to Malaga [rj. Blake having no-

tice of his dtllroying many englifh ihips, followed him ; and at-

tacking him in the port, burnt and deftroyed his whole fleet,

two fhips only excepted ; this was in January 165 i [s
j

. In Fe-

bruary, i lake took a french man of war of 40 guns, and fent it,

with other prizes, to England. Soon after he came with his

fquadron to Plymouth, when he received the thanks of the par-

liament, and was made warden of the cinque ports. March fol-

lowing, an acT palled, whereby colonel Blake, colonel Popham,
and colonel Deane, or any two of them, were appointed ad-
mirals and generals of the fleet, for the year enfuing. The next

fervice he was put upon, was the reducing the illes of Scilly,

which were held for the king [t]. He failed in May, with a

body of 800 land troops on board. Sir John Grenville, who
commanded in thofe parts for the king, after fome fmall refift-

ance fubmitted. He failed next for Guernfey, which was held

for the king, by fir George Carteret. He arrived there in Oclc-
ber, and landing what forces he had the very next day, he did

every thing in his power in order to make a fpeedy conqueft
of the illand, which was not completed that year. In the be-
ginning of the next, however, the governor, finding all hopes
of relief vain, thought proper to make the belt terms he could.

For this fervice Blake had thanks from the parliament, and was
elected one of the council of ftate. March 25, 1652, he was
appointed fole admiral for nine months, on the profpe£t, of a

[R]Bates,eIenchusmotuum,p.n.p.72. [t] Lives Englifb and Foreign, vol. ii.

[s] Heath's chion. of the civil wars, p. 93.
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dutch war. The dates lent Van Trump, with 45 fail of men
of war, into the Downs, to infult the Englilh : Blake, how-
ever, though he had but 23 fhips, and could expect no fuccour

but from major Bourne, who commanded eight more, yet, being

attacked by Van Trump, fought him bravely, and forced him to

retreat. This was on the 19th of May 1652. After this engage-

ment the dates feemed inclined to peace j but the common-
wealth of England demanded fuch terms as could not be com-
plied with, and therefore both fides prepared to carry on the

war with greater vigour. Bl^ke now haraffed the enemy by

taking their merchant fhips, in which he had great fuccefs. On
the, 10th of June, a detachment from his fleet fell upon 26 fail

of dutch merchantmen, and took them every one •, and, by the

end of June, he had fent into port 40 prizes. On the 2d of

July, he failed, with a ftrong fquadron, northwards. In his

courfe he took a dutch man of war ; and abcut the latter end

of the month, he fell on 12 men of war, convoy to their herring

buffes, took the whole convoy, 100 of their bufies, and difperfed

the reft. Auguft 12 he returned into the Downs, with fix of

the dutch men of war, and 900 prisoners [u]. Thence he flood

over to the coaft of Holland, and, on Sept. 28th, having dif-

covered the dutch about noon, though he had only three of his

own fquadron with him, vice-admiral Penn with his fquadron

at fome diftance, and the reft a league or two aftern, he bore

in among the dutch fleet, being bravely feconded by Penn and

Bourne ; when three of the enemy's fhips were wholly difabled

at the firft brunt, and another as the was towing off. The rear-

admiral'was taken by captain Mildmay ; and had not night in-

tervened, it was thought not a fingle fhip of the dutch fleet

would have efcaped. On the 29th, about day-break, the Englilh

fpied the dutch fleet N. E. two leagues off; the admiral bore

up to them, but the enemy having the wind of him, he could

not reach them ; however, he commanded his light frigates

to ply as near as they could, and keep firing while the reft

bore up after them ; upon which the Dutch hoilled their

fails and run for it. The Englilh, being in want of provifions,

returned to the Downs. Blake having been obliged to make
large detachments from his fleet, Van T rump, who had again

the command of the dutch navy, confiding of 80 men of war,

refolved to take this opportunity of attacking him in the Downs,
knowing he had not above half his number of fhips. He ac-

cordingly failed away to the back of the Goodwin. Blake having

intelligence of this, called a council of war, wherein it was re-

folved to fight, though at fo great a difadvantage. The engage^

Bient began November 29, about two in the morning, and laded

fu] Heath's Chronicle, p. 314.
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till near fix in the evening. Blake was aboard the Triumph

;

this (hip, the Victory, and the Vanguard, fuffered moft, having

been engaged, at one time, with 20 of the enemy's bell (hips.

The admiral, finding his {hips much difabled, and that the

Dutch had the advantage of the wind, drew off his fleet in the

night into the Thames, having loft the Garland imd Bonaven-
ture, which were taken by the Dutch 5 a fmall frigate was alio

burnt, and three funk •, and his remaining fhips much mattered

and difabled : Trump, however, bought this victory dear, one
of his flag fnips being blown up, all the men drowned, and his

own fhip and De Ruyter's both unfit for fervice till they were re-

paired. This fuccefs puffed up the Dutch exceedingly ; Van
Trump failed through the channel with a broom at his main-

top maft, to fignify that he had fwept the feas of englifh fhips.

In the mean time Blake having repaired his fleet, and Monk
and Deane being now joined in commiffion with him, failed,

Feb. 8, 1653, from Queenfborough with llxty men of war, which
were foon after joined with twenty more from Portfmouthfxj.
On the 1 8th they difcovered Van Trump with feventy men of

war and 300 merchant fhips under his convoy. Blake, with.

twelve fhips, came up with and engaged the Dutch fleet, and,

though grievoufly wounded in the thigh, continued the fight till

night, when the Dutch, who had fix men of war funk and
taken, retired. After having put afhore his wounded men at

Portfmouth, he followed the enemy, whom he came up with
next day, when the fight was renewed, to the lofsof the Dutch,
who continued retreating towards Bulloign. All the night fol-

lowing Blake continued the purfuit, and, in the morning of the

20th, the two fleets fought again till four in the afternoon, when
the wind blowing favourably for the Dutch, they fecured them-
felves on the flats of Dunkirk and Calais. In thefe three en-

gagements the Dutch loft eleven men of war, thirty merchant
fhips, and had fifteen hundred men flain. The Englifh loft

only one fhip, but not fewer men than the enemy. In April

Cromwell turned out the parliament, and fhortly after afiumed

the fupreme power. The ftates hoped great advantages from
this, but were difappointed •, Blake (aid on this occaiion to his

officers, " It is not for us to mind itate affairs, but to keep fo-

reigners from fooling us[v]." Towards the end of the month
Blake and his colleagues, with a fleet of an hundred fail, flood

over to the dutch coaft, and forced their fleet to take fhelter in

the Texel ; where, for fome time, they were kept by Monk and
Deane, while Blake failed northward : at laft Trump got out,

and drew together a fleet of an hundred and twenty men of

war. June 3d, Deane and Monk engaged him off the North

[x] Hsath's Chronicle, p. 381. [y] Bates, elenchus mot p. 2. p. 174.

Foreland.
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Foreland [z]. On the 4th Blake came to their afliftance with
eighteen frefli (hips, by which means a complete victory was
gained ; and if the Dutch had not again faved themfelves on
Calais fands, their whole fleet had been funk or taken. Crom-
well having called the parliament, ftyled the Little Parliament,
"Slake, Ocl. 10, took his feat in the houfe, where he received

their folemn thanks for his many and faithful fervices. The pro-

tec~tor afterwards called a new parliament, confiding of four
hundred, where Blake fat alfo, being the reprefentative for his

native town of Bridgewater. Dec. 6th, he was appointed one of

the commifiioners of the admiralty. Nov. T654, Cromwell fent

him with a ftrong fleet into the Mediterranean, with inftructions

to fupport the honour of the englifh flag, and to procure fatif-

facTion for any injuries that might have been done to our mer-
chants. In December Blake came into the road of Cadiz, where
he was treated with great refpe£l ; a dutch admiral would not

hoift his flag while he was there. The Algerines were fo much
afraid of him that they flopped their Sallee rovers, obliged them
to deliver up what englifh prifoners they had en board, and fent

them to Blake in order to procure his favour. Neverthelefs he
came before Algiers on the 10th of March, when he fent an of-

ficer on fhore to the dey, to teil him he had orders to demand
fatisfaclion for the piracies committed on the Englifh, and to

infill on the releafe of all fuch englifh captives as were then in

the place. To this the dey made anfwer, that the captures

belonging to particular men he could not reftore ; but, if

Mr. Blake pleafed, he might redeem what englifh captives were
there at a reafonable price j and, if he thought proper, the Al-
gerines would conclude a peace with him, and for the future

offer no a£ls of hoilility to the Englifh. This anfwer was ac-

companied with a prefent of frefh provifions. Blake failed to

Tunis on the fame errand. The dey of Tunis fent him a

haughty anfwer. " Here ffaid he) are our caftles of Goletta

and Porto Ferino, do your worft ! do you think we fear your
fleet ?" On the hearing this, Blake, as his cufloin was when in

a paffion, began to curl his whifkers •, and, after a fhort confu-
tation with his officers, bore into the bay of Porto Ferino with

his great fhips ; when, coming within mufquct ihot of the caftle,

he fired on it fo brifkly, that in two hours it was rendered de-

fencelefs, and the guns on the works along the fhore were dif-

mounted, though fixty of them played at a time upon the En-
glifh. He found nine fhips in the road, and ordered every cap-

tain, even of his Own fhip, to nfan his long boat with choice

men, and thefe to enter the harbour and fire the Tunifeens,

while he and his fleet covered them from the caftle, by playing

fzj Lives EngHfti aad Fo;eign, vol. ii, p, 1C9,

continually
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continually on it with their cannon. The feanten in their boats

boldly afTaulted the pirates, and burnt all their fhips, with the

lofs of twenty-five men killed and forty-eight wounded [a].

This daring action fpread the terror of his name through Africa

and Afia, which had for a long time before been formidable in

Europe. He alfo ftruck fuch terror into the piratical itate of

Tripoly, that he made them glad to firike up a peace with Eng-
land. Thefe and otlfer exploits raifed the glory of the englifh

name fo high, that mod of the princes and ftates in I^aly thought

fit to pay their compliments to the prote&or, particularly the

grand duke of Tufcany, and the republic of Venice, who
fent magnificent embaflies for that purpofe. The war in the

mean time was grown pretty hot with Spain ; and Blake ufed

his utmoft efforts to ruin their maritime force in Europe, as

Penn had done in the Weft Indies. But, finding himfelf now
in a declining ftate of health, and fearing the ill confequences

which might enfue, in cafe he fhould die without any colleague

to take charge of the fleet, he wrote letters into England, defir-

ing fome proper perfon to be named in commifhon with him;
upon which, general Montague was fent joint-admiral with a

ftrong fquadron to affift him [bJ. Soon after his arrival in the

Mediterranean, the two admirals failed with their whole fleet to

block up a fpanifh fquadron in the bay of Cadiz. At length, in

September, being in great want of water, Blake and Montague
flood away for the coaft of Portugal, leaving captain Stayner

with feven fhips to look after the enemy. Soon after they were
gone, the fpanifh plate fleet appeared, but were intercepted by
Stayner, who took the vice-admiral and another galleon, which
were afterwards burnt by accident, the rear-admiral, with two
millions of plate on board, and another fhip richly laden. Thefe
prizes, together with all the prifoners, were fent into England
under general Montague, and Blake alone remained in the Me-
diterranean ; till being informed that another plate fleet had put

into Santa Cruz, in the ifland of Teneriffe, he failed thither

in April 1657 with a fleet of twenty-five men of war. On the

20th he came into the road of Santa Cruz ; and though the fpa-

nifh governor had timely notice, was a man of courage and con-

duel , and had difpofed all things in the mofl proper manner, fo

that he looked upon an attack as what no wife admiral would
think practicable ; yet Blake having fummoned him, and receiv-

ed a fhort anfwer, was determined to force the place, and to

burn the fleet therein : and he performed it in fuch a manner
as appears next to incredible. It is allowed to be one of the

moft remarkable actions that ever happened at fea [c]. As foon

£a] Lives Engliih and Foreign, vol. 2. [c] Heath's Chronicle, p. 391. C!a-

j>» iiv renin's hilt. vol. 3. p. boi.

(XI Clarendon's Hift. vol. 3. p. $30.
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as the news arrived of this extraordinary action, the prote£tof

fent to acquaint his fecond parliament, then fitting, therewith j

upon which they ordered a public thankfgiving, and directed a

diamond ring worth 500I. to be fent to Elake •, and the thanks

of the houfe was ordered to all the officers and feamen, and to

be given them by their admiral. Upon his return to the Medi-
terranean he cruifed fome time before Cadiz ; but finding him-
felf declining fafb, refolved to return home. He accordingly

failed for England, but lived not to fee again his native land ; for

he died as the fleet was entering Plymouth, the 17th of Auguft

1657, aged 58. His body was conveyed to Weftminfier abbey,

and interred with great funeral pomp in Henry VII. 's chapel

;

but removed from thence in 1661, and re-interred in St. Mar-
garet's church yard [d].

BLAKE (John Bradley), a gentleman who was cut off early

in life j but whofe progrefs and improvements in natural know-
ledge were fo great, that the editors of the fecond edition of

Biographia Britannica have thought him entitled to an honour-

able place in their work. He was the fon of John Blake, Efq.

and born in London, Nov. 4, 1745 j educated at Weftminfier

fchoolj afterwards inftrueted in mathematics, chemiftry, and

drawing : but botany was his favourite object, in which he made
a great progrefs. With thefe advantages he fet out in life, and

in 1766 was fent as one of the Eaft India company's fuper-

cargoes at Canton in China : where he was no fooner fixed, than

he refolved to employ every moment of his time, which could be

fpared from the duties of his Ration, to the advancement of na-

tural fcience for the benefit of his countrymen. His plan was,

to procure the feeds of all the vegetables found in China, which

are ufed in medicine, manufactures, and food \ and to fend into

Europe not only fuch feeds, but the plants by which they were

produced. His view in this was, that they might be propagated

cither in Great Britain and Ireland, or in thofe colonies of Ame-
rica, the foil and climate of which might fuit them belt. But it

[r>] Clarendon having mentioned all man who brought the fhips to contemn

Blake's employments to the time of his caftles on more, which had been thought

firft going on board (he fleet, concludes ever very formidable, and were difcovered

thus : " He then betook himfelf wholly by him to make a noife only, and to fright

to the fea, and quickly made himfelf fig- thofe who could be rarely hurt by them,

wal there. He was the firft man that de- He was the hrft that infufed that propor-

clined the old track, and made it manifeft tion of courage into the feamen, by mak-

that the fcience might be attained in lefs ing them fee by expeiience what mighty

time than was imagined, and defpifed things they could do if they were refolved,

thofe rules which had been long in prac- and taught them to right in fire as well

tice, to keep his lhip and his men out of as upon water; and though he has been

danger ; which had been held in former very well imitated and followed, he was

times a point of great ability and circum- the firft that gave the example of that

fpeclion, as if the principal art requilite in kind of naval courage, and bold and reio-

the captain of a fhip had been to be fure lute achievements." Hilt. vol. iii. p. 39'-.

to come fafe home again. He was the firft

was
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was not to botanic fubjects alone, that Mr. Blake's genius was
Confined: he had begun to collect foflils and ores ; and he now
attended as much to mineralogy, as he had done to botany.

It would exceed the limits of our plan, to relate particularly

what he did in both. However, he is fuppofed to have facri-

ficed his life to the clofenefs and ardour of his purfuits By de-

nying himfelf the needful recreations, and by fitting too intenfe-

ly to his drawing and itudies, he brought on a gravelly com-
plaint ; and this increafing to the Hone, and being accompanied

with a fever, carried him off at Canton, Nov. 10, 1773) in his

29th year. The friends of natural knowledge in England were
preparing to have him enrolled among the members of the

Royal Society, when the news of his death arrived : however, fir

John Pririgle, the prefident, took an opportunity of making his

eloge, and lamented the lofs of him very pathetically, as a public

misfortune.

BLANC (Thomas le), jefuit of Vitri in Champagne, who
died atRheims in 1669, after having been provincial, was pious

and learned. There are a great number of works by him, 011

the duties of the feveral conditions in life : le bon Valet j la bonne
Servante ; le bon Vigneron ; le bon Laboureur ; le bon Artifan j

le bon Riche ; le bon Pauvre ; le bon Ecolier ; le Soldat gene-
reux, &c. But the book that brought him the greateft reputa-

tion is an ample commentary on the Pfalrrts, under this title :

Analyfis pfalmorum davidicorum, Lyons, 1665, 6 vols, folio,

Teprinted at Cologne in i68r. The author does not confine

himfelf to the literal fenfe ; he enters into all the myftical ap-

plications of the different expofitors, and therefore one may
well be aftonifhed that he could crowd his matter into fix vo-

lumes folio.

BLANC (John Bernard le), hiftoriograplier of build-

ings of the academy della Crufca, and of that of the Arcades at

Rome, was born at Dijon in 1707, of parents but ill provided

with the goods of fortune. He went to Paris, where he gained

friends and patrons. He then came to London, where he met
with the fame advantage. In 1746 Maupertuis offered him, on
the part of the king of Pruffia, a place fuitable to a man of let-

ters, at the court of Berlin ; but, endued with philofophy and
moderation, he preferred mediocrity at home to flattering hopes

held out to him from abroad. Abbe le Blancdied in 1 7 8 t . His
tragedy of Abenfa'ide, the fubjecr. of which is very interefting,

was well received at fir ft, notwithstanding the harfhnefs of the

.verification ', but it did not fupport this fuccefs, when revived on
the ilage in 1743. What molt brought the abbe le Blanc into

repute was the collection of his letters on the englifh, 1758,

3 vols. i2mo. where we meet with matters properly feen, found
judgments, and judicious reflections* but he is heavy, fcTmal,

Vol. II. D d fruitful
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fruitful in vulgar notions, and trivial in his erudition; He re-

peats, and fometimes contradicts himfelf. The praifes he be-

llows on the great men, or the literati to whom he'addrefles his

letters, are deficient in eafe, precifion and delicacy. The letters

of abbe le Blanc cannot bear a companion with the London of

Grofley, who has had the art of making his work more pleafing

and poignant.

BLANCHARD (James), an eminent painter, born at Paris

in 1600. He learnt the rudiments of his profeflion under his

uncle Nicholas Bolleri, but left him at twenty years of age with

an intention to travel to Italy. He flopped at Lyons in his way
thither, where he (laid for fome time ; and during his refidence

here reaped both profit and improvement. He patted on to

Rome, where he continued about two years. From thence he
went to Venice, where he was fo much pleafed with the works
of Titian, Tintoret, and Paul Veronefe, that he refolved to fol-

low their manner ; and in this he fucceeded fo far, that at his

return to Paris he foon got into high employment j being gene-

rally efleemed for the novelty, beauty, and force of his pen-

cil [e]. He painted two galleries at Paris, one belonging to

the firft prefulent, Perrault, and the other to monfieur de Bul-

lion, fuperintendant of the finances. But his capital piece is

reckoned to be that at the church of Notre Dame, St. Andrew
kneeling before the crofs, and the holy ghoit defcending. Blan-

chard was in a likely way of making his fortune ; but a fever

and an impofthume in the lungs carried him off in his 38th year.

Of all the french painters Blanchard was efteemed the befl co-

louring having iludied this part of painting with great care in

the Venetian fchool. There are few grand compofitions of his ;

but what he has left of this kind (hew him to have had great ge-

nius. He was moilly taken up with madonnas, which prevented

his employing himfelf in fubjedts of greater extent.

BLANCHET (Thomas), a painter, born at Paris in 161 7,

the difciple and friend of Pouflin and Albano, was appointed

profeflbr of painting by the academy of Paris, though abfent,

which is contrary to eftablifhed cuftom ; but Blanchet was de-

ferving of this departure from the rules. Le Brun prefented his

picture for reception, repreienting Cadmus killing a dragon.

He fpent a part of his life at Lyons, and there died in 1689. A
deling at the town-houfe of that place, in which Blanchet dif-

played the whole force of his talents, was burnt by fire. This

painter excelled in hiftory and portraits. His touches are bold,

agreeable and eafy, his drawing correct, his colouring excellent.

Several of his pictures are feen at Paris and at Lyons.

BLANCHET (Abbe), cenfor royal, interpreter at the royal

[hJ Du Piles' Lives of the painters.

library,
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library, and keeper of the books in the french king's cabinet,

quitted that place to go and live in obfcurity at St. Germain-
en-laye. It was there he died jn 1784, at about 80. His difpo-

fition was amiable in fociety, where he appeared but little ; but

he was gloomy and melancholy in the folitude to which he con-

demned himfelf. Premature infirmities had confiderably al-

tered his temper. He was oppreffed with vapours, from which
he fuffered alone, and by which he was afraid of making others

fuffer. It was this that made him feek retirement. " Such as I am,
faid he, I muft bear with myfelf ; but are others obliged to bear

with me ?" By nature difinterefted, he conftantly refufed favours

and benefits, and it was with great difficulty he could be made
to accept of any thing. The advancement of his friends was
not fo indifferent to him as his own ; he was delighted when
they were promoted to any agreeable or ufeful place. The
abbe Blanchet was fcarcely known to the public till after his

death. Of his writing are the Varietes morales et amufantes,

1784; and, Apologues et contes orientaux, 1785, 8vo. Front

both collections he (hews himfelf as a man Well read, who has

the talent of writing with much fentiment, philofophy and
tafte. There are likewife by him feveral little pieces of poetryj

of the light and agreeable kind, of which the greater part were
attributed to the beft poets of the time, who did not mew any
Vehement difdain at the imputation ; which made the abbe Blan-

chet fay : I am delighted that the rich adopt my children.

BLAND (Elizabeth). This gentlewoman was remarkable

both for her knowledge of the hebrew language, and for a pecu-

liar fkilfulnefs in writing it.

She was born about the time of the refloration, and was
daughter and heir of Mr. Robert Fifher of Long-acre.

April 26, 1 68 1, fhe married Mr. Nathanael bland (then a li-

nen-draper in London, afterwards lord of the manor of Beefton

in Yorkfhire), by whom fhe had fix children, who all died in

their infancy, excepting one fon named Jofeph, and a daughter
called Martha, who was married to Mr. George Moore of Bee-
fton aforefaid. She was inftructed in the hebrew language by
the lord Van Helmont, which fhe underftood to fuch a degree of
perfection, that fhe taught it to her fon and daughter.

Among the curiofities of the royal fociety is preferved of her
Writing, a phylactery in hebrew, of which Dr. Grew has given
Us adefcription in his Account of rarities preferved at Greiham
college, folio, London, 1681. It was written by her at the re-

queft of Mr. Thorefby, and (he gave it to that repofitory.

By the two pedigrees of the family, printed in Mr. Thorefby's
Ducatus Leodienfis, pages 209 and 587, it feems that fhe was
living in 17 12.

Dda Thi*
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This Ts all the account we have been able to procure either oit

her or her writings, which probably were confiderable, as her'

attainments in this one branch of learning were fo complete [f].

BLEl'CK (Peter Van), an eminent painter, died July 20,

J 764. He painted thofe celebrated comedians, Johnfon and
Griffin, in the characters of Ananias and Tribulation in the

Alchymift. Mr. Walpole mentions johnfon as the molt na-
tural actor he ever faw, and fays, " he well fupported the info-

lent dignity of perfeeution in bifhop Gardiner, and7 completely
a prieft, fhifted it in an inftant to the fawning infulious ilave, as

foon as Henry frowned. This was indeed hiftory, when' Shak-
fpeare wrote it, and Johnfon represented it : but when we read

it in fictitious harangues, and wordy declamations, it is a tale told

by a pedant to a fchool-boy [g]."

BLETERIE[h], (John Philip Rene de la), born at

Rennes, entered early into the congregation of the oratory, and

was there a diftinguiihed profeffor. The order againft wigs oc-

cafioned his quitting itj but he retained the friendfhip and

eileem of his former brethren. Pie went to Paris, where his ta-

lents procured him a chair of eloquence in the college royal, and

a place in the academy of belles lettres.- He publifhed feveraj

works which have been well received by the public : 1 . The life,

of the emperor Julian, Paris, 1735, 1746, i2mo. a curious per-

formance [ij, well written., and diftinguifhed at once by impar-

tiality, precifion* elegance and judgment. 2. The hiftory of the

eftvperor Jovian, with tranflations of fome works of the emperor

Julian, Paris, 1748, 2 vols. i2mo [k], a book no -lefs valuable

than the former, by the art with which the author has felected,

arranged and eftablifhed facts, and by the free and varied turns

of the translator. The life of Jovian, however, feems much in-

ferior to that of Julian. But the difference, fays Mr. Peliffot,

may be owing to the character of thofe two perfons, who in fact

are very diffimilar. 3. A tranflatibn of fome works ofTacitus»

Parrs, 1755, 2 vols. i2mo. The manners of the Germans, and

the life of Agvicola, are the two pieces comprised in this verfion,

which is equally elegant and faithful. Prefixed is a Life of

Tacitus, which is alio worthy of this writer, by the ftrength of

its fentiments, and the animation of its Ityle. For this hiitorian

the abbe de la Bletcrie had a kind of predilection ; he fpoke of

him inceffantly to his friends. " To Tacitus, faid he, I am
much indebted ; T ought therefore hi piilice to dedicate to hia

glory the remainder of my life." 4. Tiberius, or the fix firifc

[fJ Ballard's Memoirs of '.earned ladles [<] Translated into englifh under the

'in the xvth ar.d xvith centuries. infpe&ion of Mr. Bovvyer, in 1-46.

[g] Wajpole's anecdote's of paintiriff. [k.] Abridged, by Mr. Duncombe, in

[hJ It is thus printed with * ftnjie 'r the Select works of tiie emperor Julian,

jk his Hiibire de julien. 1784, a vols. Sro.

books
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%ooks of the annals of Tacitus, tranflated into French, Paris,

1768, 3 vols. i2mo. This work has undergone fome juft cri-

ticifms ; it is written in a vulgar, affected ftyle, and we very

feldom difcover in it the elegant hiftorian of Julian. It occa-

iioned at the time thefe two lines :

Des dogmes de Quefnel tin trifle profelyte

En bourgeois du Mantis fait parler Tacite.£jJ.

This tranflation is in other refpects fufficiently exact. 5. Let-

ters occafioned by the account of Quietifm given by M. Phely-

peaux, 1733, i2mo. 1 his pamphlet, which is fcarce, and very

well written, contains a defence of the conduct: of Madame de
Guyon. 6. Some diiTertations [m] in the Memoirs of the aca-<

demy of belles lettres, well efteemed. 7. Molt humble remon-
ftrances of M. de Montrempuis, an obfeure and indifferent

work, fays M. PeliiTot, in favour of a pedant, who had made
himfelf ridiculous by an abfurd and unlucky adventure. The
abbe de la Bleterie died at an advanced age in 1772. "He
was a man of learning, attached to religion, and his morals did

not belie his principles. His knowledge being folid and diver-

fined, rendered his converfation ufeful and interefting. With
found rather than brilliant talents, endowed with more judg-

ment than imagination, he had the merit of knowing how to

choofe his friends, and how to retain them.

BLQEMART, a painter, born at Gorcum in Holland, 1567,
His father was an architect, who retired from the Low Coun-
tries during the difturbances there, to Utrecht, whither his foil

followed him ; and here it was that he learnt the firft principles

of his profeffion [n"1. Pie was never fo lucky however as to be
under any able mailer, He formed a manner to himfelf, as nar

ture and his genius directed him. It was eafy, graceful, and
univerfal : he underftood the claro obfeuro. The folds of his

draperies were large, and had a good effect ; but his manner of
defigning had too much of his own country in it. A great num-
ber of prints have been engraved after his works. He died in

1617, aged 80.

BLONDEL (David), a profeftant miuifter, famous for his

knowledge in ecclefiaflical and civil hiftory, born at Chalons in

Champagne, 1591. He was admitted minifter at a fynod of
the Lie of France in 1614. A few years afterwards he began
to write in defence of proteitantifm 5 for in 1619 he publifhed a

treatife intituled, " Modefte declaration de la fmcerite et verife

fi.] Of Quefnel's tenets a fad devotee Dur.combe's tranflation of the Selecl

Has made a buigher, Tacitus, of work's of Julian, vol. ii. p. 365.
thee. [n ] Du Piles' Lives oi the painters.

fa] One of thofc is abridged in Mr.

J) d 3 des
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des Eglifes reformees de France. This was an anfwer to fe-

veral of the catholic writers, efpecially to the bifliop of Lucon,
fo well known afterwards under the title of cardinal Richelieu.

From this time he was confidered as a perfon of great hopes. He
was fecretary more than twenty times in the fynods of the Ifle

cf France, and was deputed four times fucceffively to the na-

tional fynods. That of Caftres employed him to write in de-

fence of the protectants. The national fynod of Charenton ap-

pointed him honorary profeiTor in 1645, with a proper falary,

which had never been done to any body before. He wrote fe-

veral pieces, but what gained him moft favour amongft the pro-

tectants are the following : his Explications on the Eucharift ;

his work intituled, De la primaute d'eglife ; his treatife of the

Sybils ; and his piece De epifcopis et prefbyteris. Some of his

party however were difiatisried with him for engaging in dif-

putes relating to civil hiftory ; and alfo offended at the book he
publifhed, to fhew what is related about pope Joan to be a ridi-

culous fable.

Upon the death of Vodius, he was invited to fucceed him in

the hiftory profefTorfhip in the college of Amfterdam. He ac-

cordingly went thither in 1650, where he continued his ftudies

with great affiduity. This intenfe application, and the air of the

country not agreeing with him, greatly impaired his health and
deprived him of his fight. In this condition he is faid to have

dictated two volumes in volio, on the genealogy of the kings of

France, againft Chifflet, a work which we are told he undertook

at the defire of chancellor Seguier. He had like to have come
into trouble in Holland, from the malice of fome perfons who
endeavoured to render him fufpecled of arminianifm, and who
inveighed againft him for the " Confederations religieufes et por
litiques," which he publifhed during the war betwixt Cromwell
and the Hollanders. He died the 6th of April 1655, aged 64.

BLONDEL (Francis), regius profeflbr of mathematics and

architecture, a man of great fame for the (kill he acquired in

his profeffion. He was governor to Lewis-Henry, count de

Brienne, whom he accompanied in his travels from July 1652
to November 1655. He wrote a latin account of them, which
was printed twice, in 1660 and 1662. He had feveral honour-

able employments both in the army and navy. He was alfo enr
trufted with the management of fome negotiations with foreign

princes, and at length arrived at the dignity of marfhal de camp,
and counfellor of itate. Fie had the honour to be appointed

mathematical preceptor to the dauphin. It was he who drew
the defign of the new gates fince the clutch war in 1672, and he
wrote fome of the inscriptions on them; for he was no lefs

yerfed in the knowledge of the belles lettres than in that of geo-

metry, as may be feen by the comparison he publifhed between

o Pindar
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Pindar and Horace. He was director of the academy of archi-

tecture, and a member of the royal academy of fciences. He
died Feb. 1, 1686. He has left feveral treatifes [o].

BLONDEL (John Francis), was born at Rouen in 1705, of

a family diftinguifhed by their fkill in architecture. He pre-

pared for running the fame courfe by the ftudyofthe belles-

lettres, the mathematics, and the art of drawing. Inftrueted in the

practice of that art by his uncle, he was capable of giving leffons

in it before he had reached the age of 35 ; and he was the firft

who opened a public fchool at Paris. Being elected in 1755 a

member of the academy of architecture, he was afterwards chofen

profeffor at Paris. He died Jan. 9, 1774, in the 69th year of

his age. We have of his, 1. A courfe of architecture, 6 vols.

8vo. 1 77 1— 1773. 2. Of the decoration of edifices, 1738, 2

vols. 4to. 3. Difcourfe on architecture, nmo. It was he who
furnifhed all the articles relating to architecture in the Encyclo-

pedia.

BLONDET, phyfician at Pithiviers, and intendant of the

mineral waters of Segrai, died in 1759, with the reputation of

a very able practitioner. He wrote two diflertations : one, on
the nature and qualities of the mineral waters of his department,

1749, i2mo j the other on the epidemical difeafe of cattle,

1748, i2mo.
BLONDUS (Flavius), born at Fori! in Italy in 1388. He

was fecretary to pope Eugenius IV. and continued in this em-
ployment under Eugenius's fucceflbrs to pope Pius II. under

whofe pontificate he died June 4, 1463 [p]. He compofed fe-

veral works, the molt famous of which is his Hiflory from the

year 400 to 1440 [qJ.
BLOOD (Thomas}, a daring ruffian, known by the appella-

tion of colonel Blood, was a diibanded officer of Oliver Crom-
well, notorious for engaging in a confpiracy to furprife the

caiUe of Dublin, which was defeated by the vigilance of the

duke of Ormond. Efcaping to England, he meditated revenge

againft the duke, and actually feized him one night in his coach

in St. James's ftreet, with an intention to hang him at Tyburn
;

but this refinement in his vengeance faved the duke's life, for he
was refcued by his own fervants in the way. A little after, in

167 1, Blood formed the daring fcheme to carry off the crown
and regalia from the Tower ; he was dreffed in the habit of a

clergyman, and was very near being fuccefsful, had it not been

£0] Notes on the architecture of Savot. [q_] Befules his hiftory he wrote ths

2. A courfe of architecture, in three vols. following works : I. Roma? triuinphan-

in folio. 3. The art of throwing bombs. tis, libri decern. 2. Romrc inftaiiratie, li-

4. The hillory of the roman calendar, bri tres. 3. Italiae iUutlratae, libri octo.

5. A new manner of torti tying puces. 4. Hiftoriarum Romananim, decades tres.

[r] Voliius de hiftbr. Lat. 5. De origins et de geftis Vftnetorufo.

D d 4 for
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for his pity to the keeper, whofe life he fpared, and by that mean*
was difcovered. It was with no fmall difficulty that the crow^
was wrefted from him. The following famous epigram wafj

made on the occafion :

When dating Blood his rent to have regained,

Upon the Eiiglifh diadem di II rained,

He chofe the eaiTock, fiircingle, and gown,
The fitted garb for him that Heals a crown :

But his lav-pity underneath prevailed,

And while he fpared the keeper's life, he failed.

With the prieft's veftments had he but put on

The prelate's cruelty, the crown had gone [tt-j.

Charles II. having a curiofity to fee him, Blood not only

owned his guilt, but even declared his having engaged in -a

fcheme to murder him, but was checked by trie awe of ma.

iefty when he was about to {hoot him. Whatever were the

king's motives, he fir ft granted Blood a pardon, then an eilate

of 500I. a year in Ireland, and treated him afterward with fuch

familiarity, that many applied to him for favours from the king.

So that the king's enemies ufed to fay, he kept that villain about

him to intimidate thofe who lhould dare to offend him : allud-

ing to the recent fate of fir John Coventry.

BLOUNT (Thomas), a learned englifn writer, born at Bor-

defiey in Worcefterfhire in 1 6
1
9 . He had not the advantage of

» univerfity education, but by ilrength of genius and great ap-

plication made a con'fiderable progrefs in literature. Upon the

breaking out of the popifh plot in the reign of Charles II. being

much alarmed on account of his being a zealous roman catholic,

lie contracted a palfyj as he informed Mr. Wood in a letter dated

April the 28th, 167^; adding, that he had then quitted all

books, except thofe of devotion [s]. He died the 26th of De-

cember following [t]. He was a barrifter at law, and of the

Jnner Temple.

[k] Gent. Mag for 17*0, p. 115, f>. Booker refuted, or Animadverfions on

f},] Wood's Atheu.Oxon. vol, ii. Broker's Tekfcopium Uianicum, or E-

[t] His works are as follow : i. The phemens, I C6', which is very erroneous,

academy of eloquence, containing a com- &c. 1665,111 one fheet, 4to. 7. A law

pleat engiilh rhetoric. 2 Gloffogiaphtca, dictionary, 16- 1 , folio. 8. Animadver-

or a dictionary inlerpreting fuch haid fions upon fir Richard. Baker's chronicle,

Voids, whether hebiew, greek, latin, ita and its continuation, &c. 1672, 8vq,

lian, &c. that ate now ufed in our refiied. 9. A world of errois difcovered in the new
enghfh tongue. &c. 1656, 8vo. 3. The world of words, &c. 1673, tolio. 10. Frag-

lamps of the law, and the light of the go- menta antiquitatis antient tenures of land,

fpel : or the titles of fome late fpintual, and jocular cuftoms of fome manors, 1679.

polemical, and metaphvfixal new books. ii.Bofcobel, &c. the lecond part, Loud.

4. Bofcobel ; or the hiftory of his maje- 16S1, in 8vc ; to which is added, Clauf-

\y's efcape after the battle of Woiccfttr, trum regale rcfeiatum, or the king's con-

i66o, 8vo. 5. The catholic almanac for cealment at Tr nt, in Somerfetfhire, pubj

x66i, ij, 63, &c. But this not felling fo lifted by Mrs. Anne Windham ofTrent.

skU&S John Booker'* almanac., he wrote,

BLOUNf
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BLGUNT (Sir Henry), an englifh writer, born Dec. 1 ff

$602, at Tittenhanger in Hertfordshire. He was educated at

the free-fchool of St. Alban's, from whence he was removed to

Trinity college, Oxford, 16 16. He was a youth of a cheerful

difpofition, and had a (Irong tafte for claflical learning. In 1 6 1

3

he took his degree of bachelor of arts, and foon after left Ox-
ford. Then he went to Gray's Inn, where for fome time he ap-

plied himfelf to the law, and in 1634 fetout on his travels [uj.

After having vifited France, Spain, and Italy, he went to Venice,

where he contracted an acquaintance with a janizary, whom ha
refolved to accompany to the turkilh dominions. He according-

ly embarked, May 1634, on board a Venetian galley for Spnlatro,

and thence continued his journey by land to Conftantinople.

His flay at Conftantinople was fhort, for he went from thence

to Grand Cairo ; and after having been abroad two years re-

turned to England, where, in 1036, he printed an account of

his travels. This work went through feveral editions. The
title of the 8th runs thus :

" A voyage into the Levant, being

a brief relation of a journey performed from England by the

way of Venice, into Dalmatia, Sclavonia, bofnia, Hungary, Ma-
cedonia, I heflaly, Thrace, Rhodes, and /Egypt, into Grand
Cairo, with particular obfervations concerning the modern con-

dition of the Turks and other people under that empire."

In 1638 his father died, and left him the feat of Blount's

hall in StafFordfhire, with a confiderable fortune. March 21,

j 639, the king conferred on him the honour of knighthood;

and upon the breaking out of the civil war, he attended his ma-
jefty to feveral places, was prefent at the battle of Edgehiii ; and

at this juncture is fuppofed to have had the care cf the young
princes. He afterwards quitted his majefty's fervice, and re-

turned to London, where he was called to an account for ad-

hering to the king, but brought himfelf off by alleging his duty

on account of his port [x]. In 1651 he was named by the par-

liament in a committee of twenty perfons, for infpe&ing the

practice of the law, and remedying its abufes ; and about this

time he (hewed himfelf very active againft the payment of tithes,

being defirous to have reduced the income of parilh minifters to

one hundred pounds a year. He alfo fac with Dr. Zouch, Dr.

Clarke, Dr. Turner, civilians, and other eminent perfons in

the court of King's (then called the upper) bench, in Weftmin-
fter-hall, on the 5th of July 1654, by virtue of a commiffion

from Oliver Cromwell, for trying Don Pantalion Sa, brother to

the portuguefe ambaflador, for murder. Nov. 1, 1655, he was
appointed one of the twenty-one commiilioners to confider of

fhe trade and navigation of the commonwealth.

Iy] Voyag? to the Levant, p. 25. [x] Wood'* Athen. 0/cy>.

He
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He was received into favour and confidence on the king's re-

ftoration, and appointed high fheriffof the county of Hertford
in 1 66 1 [y]. From this time he lived as a private gentleman,
fatisfied with the honours he had acquired and the eftate he
pofTeffed j and after having paffed upwards of twenty years in
this manner, died Oct. 9, 1682.

BLOUNT (Sir Thomas Pope), an eminent englifh writer,

fon of the preceding fir Henry Blount, born at Upper Hollo-
way in Middlefex, Sept. 12, 1649. L'harles II. conferred upon
bim the degree of a baronet in 1679 W* ^e was elected bur-
gefs for St. Alban's in Hertfordfhire, the fame year, and was
knight of the fhire in three parliaments after the revolution j

being alfo appointed commilTioner of accounts for the three laft

years of his life by the houfe of commons. He always diitin-

guifhed himfelf as a lover of liberty. He was a man of great

learning, and well verfed in the beft writers ; of which he gave
a proof in his famous work, Cenfura celebriorum authorum,
ice [a]. His capacity for writing on a variety of important and
entertaining fubjecls appears from his elTays [b]. His extenfive

knowlege is farther dilplayed in another learned piece on na-
tural hiilory [c]. He wrote alfo a work on poetry, " De re po-
etica, or remarks upon poetry ; with characters and cenfures of
the moil considerable poets, whether antient or modern, extract-

ed out of the beft and choiceft critics." It is dedicated to John
earl of Mulgrave. After having acquired great honour in his

feveral public characters, with eiteem and friendfhip in private

life, he quietly ended his days at Tittenhanger, June 30, 1697,
not quite 48 years old.

BLOUNT (Charles), younger fon of fir Henry Blount,

and an eminent writer alfo, bora April 27, 1654. He had an
excellent capacity ; and, being trained by his father, quickly ac-

quired an extraordinary lkill in the arts and fciences [dJ. In

J\'3 Chauncey's Hertfordfliire, p. "T2. education is not always effectual. 4. Of
[z] Baronetage of England, vol. lii. the ancients, and the refpedt that is due

p. 672. unto them ; that we fliould not too much en.

[a] More fully, thus: " Cenfura ce- (lave ourfelves to their opinions. i;.Whe-

lebriorum authoium, five tradtatus in quo ther the men of this prelent age are any
varia virorum doc.1orum de elanfiiniis cu- way inferior to thole of former ages, either

jufque feculi fcriptoribus judicia tradun- in refpec~t of virtue, learning or long lite ?

tur, 1690, foli i. 6. Of paflion ; and whether the paflions

[b] His e flays are in number feven, on are an advantage or disadvantage to men ?

the following fubjetts

:

7. The variety of opinions, whence itpro-

1. That interelt governs the world, and ceeds ; the uncertainty of human know-
that popery is nothing but priefte'raft, or ledge.

an invention of 1 lie pricfts to get money. [c] Tlie title of the book runs tlr.s,

2. The great mifchief and prejudice of A natutal hiltoiy, containing many not

learning, and that a wife man ought to lie common obfeiyations, extracted out ot the

preferred before a man of learning. 3. Of beft modern writers, 1695,121110.

education and curtom ; the great influence [uj Blount's. Iile prefixed to his works.

it hath upon molt men: but that a good

1679,
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1679, he publifhed his Anima Mundi, which giving great of-

fence, complaint was made to Compton bifhop of London [fij.

Blount was a ftrenuous advocate for liberty, of which he gave

teftimony in a pamphlet on the popifli plot, and the fear of a

popifh fuccefTor, fubfcribed Junius Brutus [f]. In 1680 he
printed his work which rendered him molt known to the world,

the life of Apollonius Tyaneus, which was foon after fupprefled,

as an attack upon revealed religion [g]. The fame year came
out his Diana of the Ephefians, in which, while expofing fu-

perflition, he flrikes at revelation [h]. In 1684. he publifhed a

kind of " Introduction to polite literature [1]
"

Blount was a warm friend to the revolution 1 he gave a

flrong teftimony of attachment to his principles, and the love

of freedom, in a treatife he wrote for the liberty of the prefs

;

wherein he fhews, that all reftraints thereon can have no other

tendency than to eflabliih fuperltition and tyranny, by abafing

the fpirits of mankind, and injuring the human uuderitand-

ing. Warmth of temper, affection for king William, and ftrong

defire to fee things fettled according to his wiflies, led him to

write a pamphlet, in which he afferted king William and queen

Mary to be conquerors ; which piece, however, was condemned
to be burnt by both houfes of parliament. After the death of

his wife, he became enamoured of her filler, a lady of beauty,

wit, and virtue, who is faid not to have been infenfible on her

fide, but fcrupulous only as to marrying him after her filler [k3-

He wrote a letter on this fubjecl, wherein he ftates the cafe as

of a third perfon, and treats it with great learning and addrefs.

It is alfo faid that he applied to the archbifhop of Canterbury,

and other divines, who decided againft his opinion; and this

decifion rendering the lady inflexible, threw him into a fit of de-

fpair, which ended in a phrenfy, fo that he fhot himfelf
[ 1 j.

The wound, however, did not prove immediately mortal : he

lived after it fome days, and died in Auguft 1693. After his

deceafe many of his private letters were publifhed in a work

[e] The title of this work, at large is, faid to have been taken from the manu-
?' Anima mundi ; or, an hiftorical narra- fcript writing of the famous lord Herbert

tionof the opinions of theantiens concern- ofCherbury. Bayle, in Apollonius.

ing man's 1oul after this life, according to [ H 3 The c ' tle : " Great is Diana of

unenlightened nature." Several anfwers the Ephefians, or the original of idolatry,

were written to it. together with the political inftituticn of

[r] The title tuns thus : " An appeal the Gentiles' facrifkes. The motto :

from the country toihecity, for the pre- „ -. . r . . v
. r 1 • - a. » _r I'L . Cum lis ipie nocens, monturcur victim*
fervation of his majeity s perion, liberty,

?

r

propei tv, and the protectant religion. " ... '.. • " n ,^ . r r , .r f -,'', . ,

r
, cfr^L . Stultma eft morle altenus fperare U!u-

[c] The title runs thus : " The two r

firft books of Philoftratus, concerning the

life of Apollonius Tyaneus, written ori- ft] Athen. Oxon. vol. ii.

ginally in greek, with philological notes ( fn. J Complete hiftory of England, vol.

upon each chapter," a thin tolio. The liii. p. 057.

potes, which chiefly gave the offence, are f_LJ Athen. Oxoa. vol. ii.

called.
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called, The oracles of reafon, by Mr. Gildon j and which was
afterwards printed, with feveral of our author's pieces, under

the title of The miscellaneous works of Charles Blount, efq.

BLOW (Dr. John), an eminent mufician, was born at Col-

lingham in Nottinghamfhire about the year 1648 [m]. In 1674

he was appointed mailer of the children of the royal chapel ; ijj

1685, compofer to his majeily ; in 1687, almoner and mailer

of the choriflers of St. Paul's cathedral. Blow was not a gra-

duate of either univerlity ; but archbiihop Sancroft conferred

on him the degree of doclor in mufic Upon the deceafe of

Purcell, in 1695, he became organill of Weilminfler abbey.

He died Oft. 1, 1708, and was buried in the north aide of

Weftminfter abbey.

BLUTEAU (dom. Raphael), theatin, born at London of

french parents in 1638, went over to France and became diflin-

guifhed as a fcholar and a preacher. From thence he went to

Lifbon, where he died in 1734, 96 years old.' There is by him

a diclionary, portuguefe and latin, much eil.eemed, 8 vols, folio ;

Coimbra, 1712 to 1721 ; with a Supplement, Lifbon, 1727 and

3728, two vols, folio. Two doftors of the academy of the Ap-

pliques, delivered each of them a difecurfe for the difcuffion of

this problem : Whether it was more glorious for England in

having given birth to this fcholar, or for Portugal in having pof-

felled him ?

BOBART (JacofO, a German, whom Br. Plot calls an ex-

cellent gardener and botanifl, was by the earl of Danby, founder

of the phyiic garden at Oxford, appointed the firffc keeper of it.

He was author of Catalogus plantarum horti media Oxonien-

fis, fcil. Latino-Anglicus et /xnglico-Latinus, Ox. 1648, Svo.

Died Feb. 1679, aged Si [n].

BOCCACE (John), an eminent writer, born at Certaldo,

in Tufcany, 13 13. His father defigned him for bufinefs, and

placed him with a merchant of Florence, who took him to

Paris, and with whom Boccace lived fix years; but being at

length tired of trade, and having declared his averlion to it, he

was fent to ftudy the canon law. f}e diihked this alfo, his paf-

[m] Hawkins's Hift. of mufic, iv. 486. ed wing 1
!. He let it dry as hard as pof-

[N]Dr, vZachary Grey, in his notes on fible. J he learned immediately pro-

Hudibras, vol. i. p. 125, gives us the fol- nounced it a dragon; and one of them

lowing anecdote of Jacob Bobart the fon. fent an accurate defcription of it to Mag-

He lays :
" Mr. Smith of Bedford ob- liabechi, librarian to the grand duke of

ferves to me on the word Dragon as fol- Tufcany; feveral fine copies of verfes

lows : Mr. Jacob Bobart, botany profelTor were wrote on fo rare a fubjedt ;• but at

of Oxford, did, about 40 years ago, find a laft Mr. Bobart owned the cheat: how-

dead rat in the phyfic-gaiden, which he ever, it was looked upon as a mafterpiec4j
, ,

r
.; -n f -r ._. a ...r....k j. r..=j ;., .u^ ,„,,mU"made to referable the common piclure of of art, and, as fitch, depofited in the ;

dr*gons,'by altering the head and tail, and feum, or anatomy fchool, where 1 law it

jhrufting in taper fharp flicks, which ex- fome years after.

"

lended rj>e Jkin on each lide till it mimic-

ficm
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>2ou being for poetry ; nor could his father's commands, or the

exhortations of his friends, induce him to fupprefs this inclina-

tion. However, he could not wholly diiengage himfelf from
the law till after his father's death ; but then renounced it,

and gave himfelf wholly up to poetry. He put himfelf under

the inttruclion of Petrarch, and fought every where for the

moil eminent mafters ; but not having an income fufficient

for his expences, he was reduced to the neceffity of being affiit-

ed by others „ and was particularly obliged to Petrarch, who
furnifhed him with money as well as books. Boccace was a

great admirer of the greek language : he found means to get

Homer t'ranflated into latin for his own ufe ; and procured a
profeflbr's chair at Florence for Leontius Pylautus, in order to

have this poet explained by him. The republic of Florence

honoured Boccace with the freedom of that city, and employed

him in public affairs, particularly to negotiate the return of Pe-

trarch ; but Petrarch not only refufed to return to Florences,

but perfuaded Boccace alfo to retire from thence, on account of

the faclions which prevailed in that republic. Having quitted

Florence, he went to feveral places in Italy, and flopped at laffc

at Naples, where king Robert gave him a very kind reception.

He conceived a violent affection for the natural daughter of that

prince, which made him remain a confiderable time at Naples.

He alfo made a long (lay in Sicily, where he was in high favour

with queen Joan. When the troubles were fomewhat abated

at Florence, he returned thither : but foon relived to Certaldo^

where he fpent his time in ftudy. His intenfe application

brought on him a ficknefs in the itomach, which put an end to

him in 1375. He left feveral works, fome in latin, and fome
in kalian [o]. Of all his compofitions his Decameron is the

molt famous : it was received, fays Mr. Bullart, with applaufe,

by all Italy ; it likewife was fo favourably entertained by foreign

nations, that every one would have it in their own tongue •<, and
it was fought after fo much the more eagerly, as pains were
taken to fupprefs it, his ftories being too licentious and fatirical

on the monks. Boccace publifhed it in 1348, at a time when
Florence was made defolate, and almoft a defert, by a cruel,

plague. It may be reckoned among the finefl of his writings

competed for entertainment. Petrarch found fo many charms

[oj 1. An abridgment of Roman hif- foner by the Englifh in 135-6. Printed

tory, from Romulus to the year of Rome at Paris, in folio, by John Thitvri of

724. Cologn, 1534. 2. The hiftory of Beauvais.

iltuftl ious women. Bern, 15^0,. 3. The; He wrote the following pieces in the

genealogy of the Gods, with a treatifc of italian language. 1. 11 Phiiocalo. z. La
mountains, feas, rivers, lakes, &c. Bafi], Fiammeiu. 3. L'Ameto. 4. 11 labirinto

1532. 4. Of the fortunes of illuftrious d'Amore. 5. La Vita di Dante. 6. II

men. This work begins at Adam, and Decameron.
«jJ* at John kin^ of France, ukeja pii-

ia
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in it, that he was at the pains to tranflate it Into latin. This
writer was one of the firft who gave to the italian language the

graces, the fweetnefs, and elegance, which dillinguifh it from
all living languages. Boccace could not equal Petrarch in poetry,

but his profe is recommended as a model ftill.

BOCCALINI (Trajan), a fatirical wit, born at Rome,
about the beginning of the xviith century. The method he

took to indulge his turn for fatire was, by feigning that Apollo,

holding his courts on ParnafTus, heard the complaints of the

whole world, and gave judgment as the cafe required. He was
received into the academies of Italy, where he gained great

applaufe by his political difcourfes, and his elegant criticifms.

The cardinals Borghefe and Cajetan having declared themfelves

his patrons, he publifhed his Ragguagli di Parnaflb, and Secre-

taria di Apollo, a continuation thereof •, which works being

well received, he proceeded farther, and printed his Pietra di

Paragone ; wherein he attacks the court of Spain; fetting forth

their defigns againft the liberty of Italy, and inveighing parti-

cularly againft them for the tyranny they exercifed in the king-

dom of Naples. The Spaniards complained of him in form,

and were determined at any rate to be revenged. Boccalini was
frightened, and retired to Venice. Some time after he was
murdered in a furprifing manner. He lodged with one of his

friends, who having got up early one morning left Boccalini iri

bed ; when a minute after four armed men entered his chamber,
and gave him fo many blows with bags full of fand that they left

him for dead ; fo that his friend, iipon his return, found him
unable to utter one word. Great fearch was made at Venice for

the authors of this murder ; and though they were never dif-

covered, yet it was univerfally believed that they were fet to

work by the court of Spain. Moreri tells us, that Boccalini

was compofing difcourfes on Tacitus when he was afiaflinated

;

but Bayle affirms, that they were not only finifhed at that time,

but had gone through two editions at Geneva. His Ragguagli

di Parnaflb has been tranllated into englifh, and many other

languages.

BOCCAMAZZA (Angelus), bifhop of Catania in Sicily, is

the author of a fhort Chronicle, which comprifes the mod re-

markable things tranfacled in Sicily, from 1027 to 1283 ; in-

cluding the conqueft of the Normans in that ifland, and the

victories they obtained over the Saracens, whom they drove

quite out of that ifland. He was made bifhop in 1279, and

held his dignity to the time of his death, which happened after

1296. His Brevis Chronica is inferted in the Rerum Ital.

Script, of Muratori.

BOCCONI (Sylvio), a celebrated natural hiftorian, born at

Palermo in Sicily, the 24th of April 1633. After he had gone

through
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through the ufual courfe of ftudies, he applied himfelf chiefly

to natural hiftory, in which he made a molt furptifing progrefs.

He was afterwards ordained prieft, and entered into the cider-

cian order : but this new way of life did not in the lead divert

him from his favourite ftudy ; for he purfued it with greater

vigour than ever, and travelled not only over Sicily, but like-

wife vifited the iile of Malta, Italy, the Low Countries, Eng-
land, France, Germany, Poland, and feveral other nations. In

1696, he was admitted a member of the academy of the virtuofl

in Germany. He was at Padua fome time, where he ftudied

under James Pighi, firft profeflbr of anatomy there : upon his

return to Sicily, he retired to a convent of his own order, near

Palermo, where he died Dec. 22, 1704. He left many curious

works [p].

BOCHART (Samuel), a learned french proteftant, born at

Roan in Normandy, 1599. He made a very early progrefs in

learning, particularly in the greek language, of which we have a

proof in the verfes he compofed in praife of Thomas Dempfter,
under whom he ftudied at Paris. He went through a courfe of
philofophy at Sedan, and ftudied divinity at Saumur under Ca-
mero, whom he followed to London, the academy at Saumur
being difperfed during the civil war. He made however but a
fhort ftay in England, for about the end of 1621 he was at

Leyden, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the arabic

under Erpenius. When Bochart returned to France, he was

[p] They are as follow: i. Delia Pietra ?,vo. 8. Mufeo di Fifica di efperanza va«

Belzuar Minerale Siciliana. Printed at riato di offervazioni naturali, note medi-
Monteleone, 1669, 4to. 2. Novitiato cinale, e Raggionamenti, fecondo i prin-

alla fegretaria lettura grata non meno a cipii de moderni, con una differtatione

principi, che a loro fegretani, per inon- dell' origine, e della prima impreffione

ftrare con facilita e brevita l'arte d'un ac- delle produzioni marine. 9. Remarks
corto fegretario. Genoa, i2mo. 3. Re- upon feveral points of natural hiftory, ex-
cherches & obfervations naturelles tou- traded from the Mufeo di Fifica, printed

chant le corail, la pierre eroilee, l'em- in high dutch at Francfort, 1697, i;mo.
brafeme nt du mont Etna. Paris, 1672, This piece contains twenty-four obferva-

i:mo. 4. Epiftola Botanica. Naples, tions extracted from the preceding work.

1673, 4t0 - 5- Lettre ecrite a l'Auteur 10. Mufeo di Piante rara della Sicilia»

du Journal des Savans touchant unegemme Malta, Cotiica, Italia, Piemonte, & Ger-
ou efpece de Baume, qui elt fouverain mania. Con figure 1 33. Venice, 1697,
pour les Welfares. This is inferted in the 4to. 1 1. Ob: m-atio circa nonnullas planus
Journal des favans of Jan. 20, 1676. 6. marinas imperfecias, uti fucas, corallinas,

Icones 8c defcriptiones rariorum plantarum zoophyta, fungos, & fimiles, earumque 01 i-

Siciliae, Melitae, Galliae, et Italise, qua- ginem. 12. De materia fimili Lithomar-
rum unaquaeque proprio charactere fig- cat Agricolae aut Agarico Minerali ter-
nata ab aliis ejufdem clallis facile diftin- rantis Imperati, qure in caviiate quorun-

guitur. Cum praefatione Roberti Mori- dam faxorum aut fiiicutn in diftriitu civi-

fonii. Oxon. 1674, d.to, with cuts. 7. Of- tatis Rhotomagenfis & Portus Cratiae iti

fervazioni naturali, ove fi contengono Ma- Kormannia iavenitur. This pcice is in-

terie Medico-iifiche, e di Botanica, pro- ferted in the firll and fecond centuries of

duzioni naturali, Fofibtori diverfi, Fuochi the Journal above mentioned, and in Man-
Sotteranei d'ltalia, & altre curiofita, dif- getus's Bibliotheca Scriptcrum Mtdico-
pofte in trattati familiari. Bologna, 16S4, rum, torn. »..
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chofen minifter of Caen, where he diftinguifhed himfelf by
public difputations with father Veron, a very famous contro-

verting, i he difpute was held in the caftle of Caen, in pretence

of a great number of catholics and protectants. Bochart came
off with honour and reputation, which was not a little increafed

upon the publication of his Phaleg and Canaan, which are the

titles of the two parts of his Geographica Sacra, 1646. He
acquired alfo great fame by his Hierozoicon, printed at London,

1675- This treats de animalibus facrse fcripturae. The great

learning difplaycd in thefe works rendered him efteemed nob
only amongft thofe of his own perfuafion, but amongft all

lovers of knowledge of whatever denomination. In 1652, the

queen of Sweden invited him to Stockholm, where (he gave

him many proofs of her regard and elteem. At his return into

France, in 1653, he continued his ordinary exercifes, and was
one of the members of the academy of Caen, which confifted

of all the learned men of that place. He died fuddenly, when
he was fpeaking in this academy, May 6, 1667, which gave M.
Brieux occafion to make the following epitaph on him

;

Scilicet hjcc cuique eft data fors aequiflinia, talis

Ut fit mors, qualis vita peradta fuit.

Mufarum in greinio teneris qui vixit ab annis,

Mufarum iw greinio debuit iite mori,

Befides what we have mentioned, he wrote a treatife on the

terreftrial paradife, on the plants and precious (tones mentioned

in fcripture, and fome other pieces, but he left thefe unfiniihed.

He left alfo a great number of fermons. As many of his dif-

fertations as could be collected were publifhed in the edition oi

hi3 works printed in Holland 1692.

BOCHIUS (John), born at BrufTels in 1555. He was a good
latin poet, and thence ftyled the Virgil of the Low Countries.

He accompanied cardinal Radzivil to Romej where he ftudied

under Bellarmin. Bochius, after having vifited molt parts of

Italy, went through Poland, Livonia, and Rullia. In going

from Smolenfko to Mofcow he fuffered much from the cold,

and his feet were frozen to fuch a degree that fome thought he
would be obliged to have them cut ofi': but he recovered with-

out the operation. Upon l)is return to the Low Countries, the

duke of Parma made him Secretary of Antwerp. He died Jan.

13, 1609 [qj.

[qj He has left the following pieces. ^.Orariones. 6. Pcv'mata, Sec. His poeri-

i. De Belgii priucipatu. 2. Parodia he- cal pieces, confiding of epigrams, elegies*-

roka pfalmorum davidicnrum. 1. Obfer- &c. were collected and primed at Cologne*

vatjones phyfna?, ethicse, politicve el in .615.

hutorus in pialmos. 4. Vita Davidis-.
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.
BOCQUILLOT (Lazarus Andrew), born at Avalon, of

obfcure parents, attended in 1670 Nointel ambaflador to Con-
ftantinople. On his return to France he was admitted advo-

cate at Dijon, and addicted himfelf with equal ardour to plea-

fure and to itudy. He afterwards took orders, was made cure

of Chatelux, and afterwards canon of Avalon. At this latter

place he died Sept. 22, 1728, at the age of 80. Having lived

fome time at Port-Royal, he caught a talte at once for literature

and piety* He wrote, 1. Several volumes of homilies* and
other works of devotion. Bocquillot made a prefent of them to

the printers, and fixed himfelf the price of each copy, in order

that they might not be out of the reach of the poor. 2. A
tract on the Liturgy, 8vo. printed at Paris in 1701, curious

and interefting to the admirers of ecclefiaftical antiquities. 3.

Hiftory of the chevalier Bayard, i2mo. under the name of

Lonval. 4. Letters in i2mo. and diflertations

BODIN (John), a celebrated french lawyer, born at Angers.

He fludied the law at Touloufe, where he took degrees, and
afterwards read lectures with great applaufe. He intended to

fettle there as law profeffbr, and, in order to ingratiate himfelf

with the Touloufians, compofed his oration, De inftituenda in

republica juventute : which he addreffed to the people and fe~

nate of Touloufe, and recited it publicly in the fchools. But
he at length preferred the common to the civil law, and quitted

the fchool of Touloufe for the bar of Paris ; where however
not fucceeding, he applied himfelf wholly to compofing books,

in which he had furprifing fuccefs. The fir ft work he pub-*

lifhed was his Commentary on Oppian's books of Hunting, and
his tranflalion of them into latin, verfe, 15^5 ; Method of Hif-

tory, 1566; Difcourfe on Coins, &c. 1568-, Republic, 1576,
in folio, and afterwards feveral times in 8vo. : the fame year,

Account of the States of Blois ; Law Tables, intituled Juris

tiniverfi diftributio, 1578; Demonomanie des Sorciers, 1579;
and a little before his death, Theatre de la nature univerfelle.

He ordered by will that his books De imperio, et jurifdicYione,

et legis aclionibus, et decretis, et judiciis, ihould be burnt,

which was accordingly done. Befides what we have mentioned.
- o v ....
he wrote alfo a book by way of dialogue on religions, intituled

Heptaplomeron, five de abditis rerum fublimium arcanis : this,

however, was never published.

The reputation of Bodin as a man of wit and learning induced

king Henry III. to fee him ; and as he was alfo extremely agree-

able in converfation, his majefty conceived a rondnefs for

him, and took delight in his company, but the royal favour

was not of long continuance. However, he found means to get

into the good graces of the duke of Alencon, whom he accom-
panied to England j where he had the pleafure to find that his

Vol. II. E e books
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books of the " Republic " were read publicly in the univerfity

of Cambridge, and that the Englifh had" tranflated them into

latin from the french original, which induced him afterwards to

tranflate them himfelf into latin. '1 hey were likewife tranflated

from the french and latin copies into engliih by Richard Knolles,
and published at London, j6o6, in folio.

Upon the death of the duke of Alencon, Bodin retired to

Laon, where he married. He had an office in the prselidial of
this city ; and it was perhaps on account of this office, that he
was deputed in 1576, by the third date of Vermandois, to the

dates of Blois. He there fpoke with great fpirit for the rights

of the people. In Charles the IXth's time he was the king's

folicitor with a commifficn for the forefls of Normandy. He
died or the plague at Laon, in 1596.
BODLEY (Sir Thomas), from whom the,bodlehn library at

Oxford takes its name, the eldeft fon of Mr. John Bodley, born
at Exeter, March 2, 1544. He was about twelve years of age,

when his father removed with his family to Geneva [r]. " My
father," fays he, " in the time of queen Mary, being noted
and known to be an enemy to popery, was fo cruelly threatened,

and fo narrowly obferved by thofe that maliced his religion,

that, for the fafeguard of himfelf and my mother, who was
wholly affected as my father, he knew noway fo fecure, as to fjy

into Germany ; where after a while he found means to call over

my mother, with all his children and fajnily, whom he fettled

for a while at Wefel, in Cleveland (for there then were many
Engliih, which had left their country for their confeience, and
with quietnefs enjoyed their meetings and preachings) ; and
frcm thence we removed to the town of Frankfort, where was
in like fort another engliih congregation. Howbeit we made
no long tarriance in either of thofe two towns, for that my fa-

ther had refolved to fix his abode in the city of Geneva, where
(/as far as I remember) the englifh church confided of fome hun-
dred perfons." The univerfity of Geneva being then newly

creeled, young Bodley applied himfelf to the dudy of the learned

languages under the molt celebrated profeflbrs. He frequented

the public lectures of Chcvalerius in the hebrew tongue, Be-

roaldus in the greek, and Calvin and Beza in divinity. LTpon

the acceffion of queen Elizabeth in 1556, he returned to Eng-
land with his father, who fettled in London ; and foon after

was fent to Magdalen college, in Oxford. In 1563, he took

the degree o£B. A. and the year following was admitted fellow

of Merton college. In 1565, he undertook the reading of a

greek lecture in the hall of that college. In 1566, he took the

[ft
J

Life of fir Thomas Bodley, vvritieJBrpublifhcd by T. Heame. Lond. 17^3, 8vo.

by himfelf, {>• 1. 2. ReliquisTjJodreiai'jfir

degree



BODLEY. 4*2

cegree of M. A. and the fame year read natural philofophy iri

the public fchools. In 1569, he was elected one of the pro£tors

of the univerfity ; and, for a confiderable time, fupplied the

place of univerfity orator. In 1 576, he went abroad, and fpent

four years in France, Germany, and Italy. Upon his return,

he applied himfelf to the fludy of hiftory and politics [s]. In

1585, he was made gentleman ulher to queen Elizabeth. About
two years after he was employed in feveral embafiies, to the

king of Denmark, duke of Brunfwick, the landgrave of HefTe,

and other german princes, to engage them in the afiidance of

the king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. of France ; and,

having difcharged that commiflion, he was fent to Henry III. at

the time when this prince was forced by the duke of Guife to

quit Paris. In 1588, he was fent to the Hague, where, ac-

cording to an agreement between the Queen and the States, he
was admitted one of the council of Mate, and took his place

next to count Maurice. In this dation he behaved entirely to

the fatisfaclion of his royal mittrefs. After about five years

refidence in Holland, he obtained leave to return into England,

to fettle his private affairs ; but was fhortly after remanded to

the Hague. At length having finifhed all his negotiations, he
had his final revocation in 1597. After his return, finding

his advancement at court obdrudted by the jealoufies and in-

trigues of the great men, he retired from all public bufinefs,

and never after would accept of any employment. The fame
year he fet about the noble work of refloring the public library

at Oxford.

Having, in the account of his life, given us the motives of
his retiring from court, and choofing a private life, he goes on
thus :

" Only this 1 muft truly confefs myfelf, that though I

did never yet repent me of thofe, and fome other, my often

refufals of honourable offers, in refpedr. of enriching my private

edate, yet fomewhat more of late I have blamed myfelf and my
nicety that way, for the love that I bear to my reverend mother
the univerfity of Oxon, and to the advancement of her good,

by fuch kind of means as I have fince undertaken. For thus

I fell to difcourfe and debate in my mind, that although I might
find it fitted for me to keep out of the throng of court conten-

tions, and addrefs my thoughts and deeds to fuch ends altoge-

ther, as I myfelf could bed effedt ; yet withal I was to think,

that my duty towards God, the expectation of the world, and
my natural inclination, and very morality did require, that I

ftiould not wholly fo hide thofe little abilities that I had, but

that in fome meafure, and in one kind or other, I fhould do

the true part of a profitable member of the date-. Whereupon,

[?] Reliquiae Bodlcianae, &c, p. 4.
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examining exactly for the reft of my life what courfc I might
take, and having fought (as I thought) all the ways to the1

wood, to felec! the moft proper, I concluded at the laft to fet

up my ftaff at the library door in Oxon, being thoroughly per-

fuaded that, in my folitude and furceafe from the common-
wealth affairs, I could not bufy rriyfelf to better purpofe, than

by reducing that place (which then in every part lay ruined and

wa(te) to the public ufe of ftudents. For the effecting whereof

I found myfelf furnifhed, in a competent proportion, of fuch

four kinds of aids, as, unlefs I had them all, there was no hope

of good fuccefs. For without fomc kind of knowledge, as

well in the learned and modern tongues,, as in fundry other forts

of fcholafiic literature ; without fome purfe ability, to go through

with the charge ; without great (lore of honourable friends, to

further the defign ; and without fpecial good leifure to follow

fuch a work, it could but have proved a vain attempt and in-

confiderate." Camden fays, this undertaking was a- tafk fuited

to the dignity of a crowned head.

Bodley wrote a letter, dated London, Feb. 23, 1^97, to Dr.

Ravis, dean of Chriit-church, then vice chancellor, to be com-
municated to the univerfity ; offering therein, to reftore the

fabric of the library, and to fettle an annual income for the

purchafe of books, and the fupport of fuch officers as might be
* neceffary to take care of it. This letter was received with the

greater! fatisfaclion by the univerfity, and an anfwer returned,

teftifying their molt grateful acknowledgement and acceptance

of his noble offer [t]. Whereupon Kodley immediately fet

about the work, and in two years time brought it to a good

degree of perfection. He furnifbed it with a large collection of

books, pnrchafed in foreign countries at a great expence ; and
this collection in a fhort time became fo greatly enlarged, by

the generous benefactions of fcveral noblemen, bifhops, and
others, that neither the (helves nor the room could contain them.

Whereupon Bcdley offering to make a confiderable addition

to the building, the motion was readily embraced;, and, July 1 y,.

161 o, the firtt (tone of the new foundation was laid with great-

folemnity, the vice-chancellor, doctors, matters of arts, &c. at-

tending in their proper habits, and a fpeech being made upon
the occalion. But iiodley did not live to fee this part of his

defign completed, though he left fufficient to do it with fome
of his friends in truft •, for, as appears by the copy of his will,

he bellowed his whole citato (his debts, legacies, and funeral

charges defrayed) to the noble pv.rpofes of this foundation. By
this means, and the help of other benefactions, in procuring

which he was very fervieeable by his great intereft with many

£t] Wood's lilft. et aiHia. uaiv. Oxen. 1. i. p. 48.
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'eminent perfons, the univerfity was enabled to add three other

fides to what was already built ; whereby was formed a n jb!e

quadrangle, and fpacious rooms for fcnools of arts. By his

will 200I. per annum was fettled on the library for ever ; out of

which he appointed near 40I. to the head librarian, lol. for the

fab librarian, and 81. for the junior. He drew up likewife a

body of excellent ftatutes for the government of the library [u~|.

In this library is a ftatue erected to the memory oi fir Thomas
Bodley (for he was knighted by king James upon his acceilion

to the throne) by the earl of Dorfet, chancellor of the univerfity,

with the following inferiptkm : Thomas Sackvillus Dgkset-
ti;e Comes, Summus Anglic Thesaurarius, kt hujus
Academhe Cancellaritjs, ThxImzs Bodleio Eqtjiti Aurato,
Q^IjI BlBLIOTHECAM HAK-C INSTiTUIT, HoNOfiJS CATJ9A PIE

i-osuit. The Bodleian library is jultly ei'coemed one of the

noblelt in the world. James I. wc are told, when he came to

Oxford in 1605, and among other edifices took a view of this

famous library, at his departure, hf imitation of Alexander,

broke out into this fpeech :
" If I were not a king, I would be

[u] The original espy of them, written

by his own hand, is preserved in the ar-

chives of the Bodleian library. They pro-

vide, 1. That the keeper or librarian fhall

"be a graduate, without care of fouls, and

unmarried ; and that both the electors

and elected fhall take an oath, prefcribed

in the ftatutes, the election to be made
after the lame manner as in the choice of

proctors, a. The librarian's office is to

keep the great register bosk, in which are

enrolled the names and gifts of all bene-

factors to the .library; to preferve the dif-

pMitioa of the whole, and to range all

books that fhall be given under their pro-

per claffes ; and to attend in the library

from eight to eleven in the -morning, and
from two to four or five in th; afternoon,

fuch days and times only excepted as are

Specified in the ftatutes. 3. To prevent

accidents from fire, neither the keeper
nor any perfon frequenting the library, to

be allowed candle, or a:iv other kind of

light. 4. The keeper to deliver the books
Into the hand of perfons, defining ihem to

be ufed in fight, and reftored before fuch

perfons depart; and no book, upon any
jreter.ee whatever, to be lent out of the

library. 5. In cafe of ficknefs or other

neceffary avocation, the keeper may be al-

lowed a deputy, who muff be a graduate,

and take the fame oath as the keeper did

at his admifiion. He is allowed likewife

an affiftant in his office, and an inferior

attendant (ufuilly fome poor fcholar) to

keep the library clean. 6. The revenue

fettlej for the maintenance »f the library,

&c. to.be lojged in the univerfity cheft,

and managed by the 'vice-chancellor and

proctors for the time being. 7. None to

enjoy the freedom offtudy there, but only

doctors and licentiates 01 the three facul-

ties-, bachelors of divinity, mafters of arts,

bachelors of phyfic and law, and bachelors

of arts of two years funding ; alio lords,

and the fons of members of parliament^

and thofe who become benefactors to the

library ; and all fuch. before adraiiriort

to lech privilege, to take an oath pre-

ferred m the ftatutes. o. Any graduate

or other perfon who fhall be convicted of

difmembering or purloining, or altering

any word or paftage of any book or books,

to be publicly degraded, and expelled the

univerfity. 9. Eight overleers or vifitors

of the library arc appointed, viz the vice-

chancellor and proctors, the three profef-

lbrs of divinity, law, and phyfic, and the

t'.vo re?.ius profefTbrs of heHrew and greek,

who are to infpeit the ftue both' of the

building and the books, the behaviour ot

the keeper, &c. annually on the Mh. of No-
vember; and on the v.litation day, forty

fhilliiizs are allowed to be expended ori d

dinner or flipper for the vifitors, and gloves

to be prefented them bv a beadle, viz. feven

pair of ten (hillings the pair, to the live

p ofeflbrs and two proctors ; and one pair

of twenty rhilfings price to the vice chan-»

cellor, befides forty fhillings in monfy to

each of the proctors, and twenty nobles to

the vice chancellor.
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nn univerfity man ; and if it were fo that I mull be a pri-

foner, if 1 might have my wifh, I would have no other prifon

than that library, and be chained together with fo many good
authors [xj."

Sir Thomas Bodley died Jan. 28, 1612, and was buried with
great folernnity at the upper end of Merton college choir. Over
him is erected a monument of black and white marble, on
which is placed his effigies, in a fcholar's gown, furrounded
with books ; at the four corners ftand Grammar, Rhetoric,

Mufic, and Arithmetic. On each hand of his effigies ftands an
angel, that on the left holding out to him a crown, that on the

right a book open, in which are thefe words, " Non delebo

nomen ejus de libro vitas/' Underneath is the figure of a

woman, fitting before the flairs of the old library, holding in

one hand a key, and in the other a book, wherein the greateft

part of the alphabet appear;; ; and behind are feen three fmall

bookr, fhut, inferibed with the names of Prifcianus, Diomcdes,
and Donatus. Beneath all are engraven thefe words : Memo-
rise Thomse Bodley militis, publics bibliotheae fundatoris, fa-

crum. Obiit Jan. 28, 1612."

An annual fpeech in his praife is ftill made- at Oxford,

Noy. 8, at which time is the vilitation of the library.

BCECLER (John Henry), hiftoriographer of Sweden, and
pjoieflbr of hiftory at Strafourg, was born in Franconia 161 1,

and died in 16H6. He received penfions from feveral princes ;

among others, from Lewis XIV. and Chriftina, which latter

invited him to Sweden, His principal works are, 1. Com-
mentationes Plinianse. 2. Timur, vulgo Tamerlanus, 1657,
4to. 3. Notitia Sancti Romani Imperii, 168 1, 4to. 4. Hifi*

toria, fchola Principum.x 5. Commentatio in Grotii librum de

Jure Belli et Pacis. With ail the warmth and zeal, which
commentators and biographers ufually have for their principals,

he lavifhes panegyric upon Grotius. He fwears, in a letter

publifhed after his death, that no man will ever approach him j

and that whoever fhould attempt to equal this work of his,

would only furnifh matter of laughter to pofterity. Thefe
enthuliaflic admirers of Grotius were called at Strafburgh,

Grotians.

BCEHMEN (Jacob), a teutonic philofopher, a noted vifionary,

born in a village of Germany, near Gorlitz, 1575. His edu-

cation was iuitable to the circumftances and views of his parents,

who, defigning him for a mechanic trade, took him from fchool

as foon as he could read and write, and put him apprentice to a

ihoemaker. He fir ft began to ufe that occupation as a mafter

at Gorlitz, in 1594 5 and getting into fuch bufmefs as enabled

[x] Ifaaci Ware Rex Plat r^cus.
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him to fupport a family, he entered after fome time into matri-

mony, and had feverol children.

In the mean time, being naturally of a religious turn of mind,
he was a conitant frequenter of fermons from his youth, arui

took all opportunities of reading books of divinity. Whereby
not being able to fatisfy himfelf about the differences and con-

troverfies in religion, he grew very uneafy, till happening one
day to hear from the pulpit that fpeech of our Saviour, Your
heavenly Father will give the holy fpirit to them that afk it ; he
was prefently fo affected, that from this moment he never ceafed

alking, feeking, and knocking, that he might know the truth.

Upon this, as he tells us himfelf [y], by the divine drawing and
will he was in fpirit rapt into the holy fabbath, where he re-

mained feven whole days in the higheft joy ; after which, coming
to himfelf, he laid a fide all the follies of youth, and was driven

by divine zeal earneftly to reprehend impudent, fcandalous, and
blafphemous fpeeches, and in all his actions forbore the leaft

appearance of evil, continuing to earn a comfortable livelihood

by diligent application to his trade. In 1600, he was a fecoud

time porTeffed with a divine light, and by the fight of a fudden

object brought to the inward ground or centre of the hidden
nature •, yet fomewhat doubting, he went out into an open
field, and there beheld the miraculous works of the Creator in

the fignatures, figures, or ihapes of all created things very

clearly and manifetvly laid open, whereupon he was taken with
exceeding joy, yet held his peace, in filence prailing God. But
ten years after, in 16 10, through the overfhadowing of the

holy fpirit, he was a third time touched by God, and became
fo enlightened, that, left fo great grace bellowed upon him
mould flip out of his memory, and he refift his God, he began
to write privately for his own ufe (without the help of any books

except the holy fcripture), the truths which had been thus re-

vealed to him. In this fpirit he fir ft publifhed his treatife, in-

tituled " Aurora, or the Rifing of the Sun," in 161 2: which
book was immediately carried to the magiftrates of Gorlitz by
George Richterus [zj, dean of the minifters of that place, who
complained of its containing many of the errors of Paracelfus

and Wigeiius ; for Bcehmen had amufed himfelf with chemiftry

in his youth. The magiftrates fupprefied the piece as much
as pofiible, and commanded the author to write no more ; ob-

ferving to him, that fuch employment was properly the bu-

finefs of the clergy, and did not belong to his profeflion and
condition.

Thus rebuked, he remained filcttf: for feven years-, but finding

that the directors of the electoral laboratory had recommended

[v] \n various parts of his writings,

[z] Or nuher Gregory Rici.tir.

E e 4 him
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him to a great many perfons of the court as a good chemift, he
lifted up his head, and boldly oppofed Richterus : and, taking

up his pen again, was refolved to redeem the time he had

loit j infomuch that in the remaining five years of his life he

wrote above twenty books, the laft of which, intituled, " A
table of his principles, or a key of his writings," was.publifhed

in 1624. He did not long furvive it 5, for betimes in the

morning, Nov. 18, of that year, he called one of his fons, and

afked him, " if he alfo heard that excellent mufic ?" To which

being anfwered in the negative, he ordered the door to be fet

open, that the mufic might be the better heard. He afked

afterwards what o'clock it was ? and being told it had (truck

two, he faid, " It is not yet my time, my time is three hours

hence." In the interim he was heard to fpeak thefe words,
" O thou ftrong God of holts deliver me according to thy

will : O thou crucified lord Jefus, have mercy upon me, and

receive me into thy kingdom." When -

it was near fix o'clock,-

he took leave of his wife and fons, and bleffed them, and faid,

« Now I go hence into paradife j" then bidding his fon turn

him, he immediately expired in a deep figh[Aj.

A great number of perfons have been inveigled by the vifions

of this fanatic ; among others the famous Quirinus Kahlman [b]

in Germany, who lays, that he had learned more being alone

in his Itudy from Boehmen, than he could have learned from

all the wife men of that age together ; and that we may not be

in the dark as to what fort of knowledge this was, he acquaints

us, that amidft an infinite number of vifions it happened,

that being matched out of his itudy, he faw thoufands of thou-

fands of lights rifing round about him. But our author is

better known among ourfelves, where he has hundreds of ad-

mirers [c]; and no wonder, fince, as Dr. Henry More obferves,

the feci: of the quakers have borrowed a great many of their

doctrines from our teutonic philofopher [d] ; of whom we fhall

venture to fay, from a perufal of fome of his writings, that he

poffeffed the strand arcanum of myfterizing plain truths by an

inextricably ^enigmatical expreffion [e]. He has (till many dif-

ciples in England.

BOER-

[a] His life prefixed to his anfwer to [eJ As his books have been all tranf-

the 40 questions of the foul, &c. lated into englilh, and are much enquired

[bJ Micrclius's hift. ecclef. p. I-.49. after, we fhall give a lift of them as fol-

cdit. 1610. lows: I.Aurora, or the rifing of the lun.

[c] Among the reft the famous Mr. i6t2. i . Of the three principles, together

"Willum Law, author of " Chrrftian with an appendix of the threefold life of

Perfection, " &c. ftands charaflevifeff as man. 1619. 3. "Of the threefold lifc of

a principal one. See pref.ice to the Divine man. i6ao. 4. An anfwer to the forty

Legation of Mofes, &c. rd.t 175K. qucftions of the foul, propounded by Dr.

[u] In his treatife addreffed to the Waiter, &c. ibid. \. Three book?, the

•uakers. ftrft of the incamatisn of Jefus, (Thrift

;

:

tkc



BOERHAAVE. 4*5

BOERHAAVE (Herman), an illuftrious phyfician and pro-

feflor at Leyden, born Dec. 31, 1668, at Voorhoot, a fmall vil-

lage in Holland, about two miles from that city. His father in-

tended him for divinity, and with this view initiated him in let-

ters himfelf [f]. About the twelfth year of his age, he was
afflicted with an ulcer in his left thigh, which feemed to baffle

the art of furgery, and occafioned fuch exceffive pain, as greatly-

interrupted his ftudies for ibme time ; but at length, by foment-

ing it with fait and wine, he effected a cure himfelf, and there-

upon conceived his fifft thoughts o
c iludying phyfic. In 1682,

he was fent to the public fchool at Leyden, and at the expiration

of the year got into the fixth and higheft clafb, whence it is cuf-

tomary, after fix months, to be removed to the umverfity [g].

At this juncture his father died, who left a wife and nine chii-

jdren, with but a flertderprovifion •, ofwhom Herman, though but

fixteen, was the eldeft. Upon his admiiiion into the univerfity,

lie was particularly noticed by a friend of his father, Mr. Trig-

land, one of the profeffors of divinity, who procured him the pa-

tronage of Mr. Daniel Van Alphen, burgo- matter of Leyden •,

and by the advice of thefe gentlemen he attended Senguerd's

lectures on logic, the ufe of the globes, natural philofophy, me-
taphyfics, and ethics : he likewife attended the learned Jacob

Gronovius on greek and latin authors, Rykius on latin daffies,

rhetoric, chronology, and geography, and Trigland and Scaafe

on the hebrew and chaldee languages, in order to understand

*he facred writings in their originals. In B687, he applied to

mathematics, and found the ftudy fo entertaining, that, after

having gone through geometry and trigonometry, he proceeded

the feco.nd, of the fuffering, death, and re-

furreiftion of Chrift ; the third, of the tree

of faith, ibid. 6. Of iix parts, ibid. 7. Of
the heavenly and earthly myfterium, ibid.

2. Of the laft times, to P. K. ibid. 9. De
fignatura rerum, or the ilgnature of all

things, i62.r. 10. A confolatory book of

the tour complexions, ibid. ri. An apology

to Balthazar Tilken, i:i two parts, ibid.

12. A confideration upon Efaias Steelel's

book, ibid. 13. Of true repentance, 1622.

14. Of true refignation, ibid. 15. Of re.

generation, ibid. 16. Of preJeltination and
election of Clod ; at the end of which is a

treatife, intituled, 17. A fhoit compendium
of repentance, 1613. 18. The myfterium
magnum upon Genefis, ibid. 19. A table of

the principles, or key of his writings, to

G F. and
J.

H. 20. Of the fuperfenfual

life, ibid. 21. Of the two teftaments of

Chrift, viz. baptifm and the fupper of the

Lord, ibid. 22. A dialogue between the

enlightened and unenlightened foul, ibid.

23. An apology upon the book of true re-

pentance, directed agaioft a pafquil of the

principal niinifter of Gorlitz, called Gre-

gory Rickter, ibid. 24. An epitome of the

myfterium magnum, ibid. 25. A table of

the divine manifeftation, or an expolitiorj

of the threefold world, to J. S. V. S and

A. V. F. ibid. The following are without

date. 26. Of the errors of the feds of

Ezekiel Meths, to A. P. A. or an apology

to Efaias Stpefej. 27. Of the laft judge-

ment. 23. Certain letters to diverle per-

fons, written at diverfe times, with certain

keys for lbme hidden words. Befidea thefe

our author left uiifinifhed, 29. A little

bcok of divine contemplation. 30. A book

of one hundred and feventy-feven theofo-

phick queftions. 3 r. The holy weeks, or

the prayer-book.

[f] An account of his life and writings,

by W. Burton, M. D- p. 2.

[<;] Commentariolus Boerhaavii, at the

end of Dr. Burton's life of our author,

left. 4.

rP
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to algebra, under Voider, in 1689. This year he gave a fpe-

cimers of his learning in an academic oration, proving, " That
the doctrine of Epicurus concerning the chief good was well

underdood byjCicero ; and for this received the golden medal,
which ufually accompanies the merit of fuch probationary exer-

cife. In 1690 he took a degree in philofophy. In his thefis on
this occafion, wi|h great ftrength of argument, he confuted the

fyllems of Epicurus, Hoboes, and Spinofa. After having laid a

folid foundation in all other parts of learning, he proceeded to

divinity under the profeiTors Trigland and Spanheim •, the firlt

of whom gave lectures onhebrew antiquities, the fecond on ec-

clefiaftical hiftory.

Notwithflanding he was thus qualified for entering into orders,

which, according to his father's intention, he had hitherto chiefly

in view, and that his patrimony was by this time almoft wholly

exhaufted ; yet fuch was his diffidence, that he attempted rather,

by teaching mathematics, to defray the expence attending the

farther profecution of his theological ftudies. By this means
he not only increafecl his reputation, but (what laid the foun-

dation of his future fortune) was introduced to an intimate

friendfhip with John Vandenburg, burgo-mafter of Leyden. By
this new connection lie was recommended to the curators, to

compare the Vofiian manufcripts (purchafed in England for the

public library at Leyden) with the catalogue of fale ; which he
executed with fuch accuracy as procured him the efteem of the

univerfity, and recommended him in fo particular a manner to

Mr. Vandenburg, that this gentleman became ever after foli-

citous for his advancement-, and obferving the amazing progrefs

Boerhaave made in whatever he applied to, perfuaded him to

join the ftudy of phyfic to philofophy and theology. As a re-

laxation therefore from divinity, and in complaifance to this

gentleman, he dipt into phyfic, being duly prepared for it by his

acquaintance with the learned languages, mathematics, and na-

tural philofophy ; and he refolved to take a degree in phyfic be-

fore his ordination. The ftudy of medicine commencing with

that of anatomy, he diligently perufed Vefalius, Fallopius, and
Bartholin, oftentimes himfelf diffetting and attending the public

diflettions of profefTor Nuck. He next applied himfelf to the

fathers of phyfic, beginning with Hippocrates; and, in their

chronological order, reading carefully all the greek and latin

phyficians : but foon finding that the later writers " were almoft

wholly indebted to that prince of phyficians for whatever was
valuable in them, he refumed Hippocrates, to whom alone in

this faculty he devoted himfelf for fome time, making extracts,

and digeiting them in fuch a manner, as to render thofe inefti-

mable remains of antiquity quite familial1 to him." He after-

wards made himfelf acquainted with the belt modern authors,

particularly



BOERHAAVE. 427

particularly with Sydenham, whom lie ufually ftyled the immor-
tal Sydenham. He next applied to chemiftry, which io capti-

vated him, that he fometimes fpent days and nights fucceflively

in the ftudy and proceffes of this art. He made alfo a confi-

derable proficiency in botany ; not contented with infpecting

the plants in the phyfic-garden, he fought others with fatigue in

fields, rivers, &c. and fometimes with danger in aim oft inac-

ceflible places, thoroughly examining what he found, and com-
paring them with the delineations of authors.

His progrefs in phyfic hitherto was without any affiftance from

lectures, except thofe mentioned in anatomy, and a few by pro-

feiibr Drelincourt on the theory ; nor had he yet any thoughts

of declining the priefthood : amidil mathematical, philosophical,

anatomical, chemical and medical refearches, he ftill earneilly

puvfued divinity. He went to the univerfity of Harderwick in

Guelderland, and in July 1693 was created there M. D. Upon
his return to Leyden, he ftill perfiited in his defign of engaging

in the miniftry, but found an invincible obstruction to his in-

tention. In a paflage .boat where he happened to be, fome dif-

eourfe was accidentally ftarted about the doctrine of Spinofa, as

fubverfive of all religion ; and one of the paffengers, who ex-

erted himfelf molt, oppofing to this philofopher's pretended ma-
thematical demonftrations only the loud invective of a blind

zeal, Boerhaave afked him calmly, " Whether he had ever read

the works of the author he decried ?" The orator was at once

{truck dumb, and fired with filent refentment. Another paf-

fenger whifpered the perfon next him, to learn Boerhaavc's

name, and took it down in his pocket-book ; and as foon as he
arrived at Leyden, gave it out every where, that Boerhaave was
become a Spinofift. Boerhaave, finding that fuch prejudices

gained ground, thought it imprudent to rifque the refufal of a

licence for the pulpit, when he had fo fair a profpect of rifing

by phyfic. He now therefore applied wholly to phyfic, and
joined practice with reading. In 1701, he took the office of

lecturer upon the inftitutes of phyfic •, and delivered an oration

the 1 8th of May, the Subject of which was a recommendation
of the ftudy of Hippocrates : apprehending that, either through
indolence or arrogance, this founder of phyfic had been fhame-
fully neglected by thofe whofe authority was likely to have too

great weight with the ftudents of medicine. He officiated as a

profeflbr, with the title of lecturer only, till 1 709, when the pro-

fefforfhip of medicine and botany was conferred on him ; his in-

augural oration was upon the Simplicity of true medical fcience,

wherein, exploding the fallacies and oftentation of alchemiftical

and metaphyfical writers, he reinftates medicine on the ancient

foundation of obfervation and experiments. In a icw years he
enriched the phyfic-garden with fuch a number of plants, that it

was
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was found neceflary to enlarge it to twice its original extent.

In 1 7 14, he arrived to the higheft dignity in the univerfity, the

rediOTihip ; and, at its expiration, delivered an oration on the

method of obtaining certainty in phyfics. Here, having aflerted

our ignorance of the firft principles of things, and that all our
knowledge of their qualities is derived from experiments, he
was thence led to reprehend many fyftems of the philosophers,

and in particular that of Des Cartes, the idol of the times. This
drew upon him the outrageous invectives of Mr. R. Andala, an
orthodox cartefian profefibr of divinity and philofophy at Fra-
neker, who founded the alarm, that the church was in danger ;

and that the introduction of fcepticifm, and even fpinofifm, muft
be the confequence of undermining the cartefian SyStem by fuch
a proieiTed ignorance of the principles of things : his virulence

was carried to fuch a degree, that the governors of the univerfity

thought themfelves in honour obliged (nctwithilanding Boer-
haave's remonftrances to the contrary) to infill upon his retract-

ing his afperfions. He accordingly made a recantation, with
oilers of further Satisfaction : to which. Boerhaave generouSly

replied, that the molt agreeable Satisfaction he could receive

was, that fo eminent a divine fhould have no more trouble on
his account. In 1728, he was elected of the academy of Sciences

at Paris ; and, in J730, of the royal focicty of London. In

3718, he fucceeded Le Mort in the profeflbrfhip of chemiftry ;

and made an oration on this fubjeet, " 1 hat chemiftry was ca-

pable of clearing itfelf from its own errors." Auguft 1722, he
was taken ill and confined to his bed for fix months, with exqui-

fite arthritic pains; he Suffered another violent illnefs in 1727 ;

and being threatened with a relapSe in 1729, be found himfelf

under the neceflity of refigning the profefforlhips of botany and
chemiftry. This gave occafion to an elegant oration, in which
he recounts many fortunate incidents of his life, and returns his

grateful acknowledgements to thofe who contributed thereto.

Yet he was not lefs afikluous in his private labours till the year

1737, when a difficulty of breathing firft feized him, and after-

wards gradually increafed. in a letter to Baron Baffand, he
writes thus of himfelf [hJ :

'* An impofthumation of the lungs,

which has daily increafed for thefe laft three months, almoft Suf-

focates me upon the leart motion : if it fhould continue to in-

creafe without breaking, I muft fink under it; if it fhould break,

the event is ftill dubious : happen what may, why Should I be

concerned ? fince it cannot be but according to the will of the

Supreme Being, what elfe fhould I defire ? God be praifed ! In

the mean time, I am not wanting in the ufe of the molt approved

remedies, in order to mitigate the difeafe, by promoting matu-

[h] Dr. Burton's Life, j>. 6$.

ration.
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ration, no ways anxious about the fuccefs of them : I have lived

to upwards of fixty-eight years, and always cheerful." Finding

alfo unufual pulfations of the artery in the right fide of the neck,

and intermifiions of the pulfe, he concluded there were polypous

concretions between the heart and lungs, with a dilatation of the

vcfiels. Sept. 8. 1738, he wrote his cafe to Dr. Mortimer, fe-

cretary of the royal fociety •, and for fome days there were flat-

tering hopes of his recovery ; but they foon vaniihed, and he died

the 23d, aged almoft feventy [1].

No profeflbr was ever attended in public as well as private

lectures by fo great a number of ftudents, from fuch different

and diilant parts, for fo many years fucceffively : none heard

him without conceiving a veneration for his perfon, at the fame
time they exprefi'ed their furprife at his prodigious attainments ;

and it may be juilly affirmed, that none in fo private a ftation

ever attracted a more univerfal efteem. He amalled greater

wealth than ever any phyfician in that country from the practice

of phyfic, which was owing as much at leaft to his ceconomy, as

the largenefs of his fees ; he was falfely accufed of penuriouf-

nefs, for he was liberal to the diftreffed, but without orientation:,

his manner of obliging his friends was. fuch, that they often

knew not, unlefs by accident, to whom they were indebted. In

friendfhip he was fincere, conftant, and affectionate ; he was
communicative without conceitednefs, and zealous though dif-

paffionate in contending for truth ; fo unmoved was he by de-

traction, as to fay, " The. fparks of calumny will be prefently

cxtin£l of themfclves, unlefs you blow them."

In the latter part of his life his chief pleafure was retiring to

his country feat, where he had a garden of near eight acres, en-

riched with all the exotic trees and plants he could poiTibly pro-

cure, that would flourifh and live in that climate and foil : fo

intent was he upon flocking it with the greatefl variety, that he
(lyles a prefent of american fhrub feeds, " munera auro cariora,"

[1] The following is a lift oT his works, eognofcendis et curandis morbis, in ufum
as given by himfelf in the preface to his doftrinse domelticse, 1709. Index planta-

Elemr.nta chemue. 1. Oratio de com. rum in horto Lugd. Bat. repert. 1710.

mendando ftudio Hippocratico. An. 1701. Libellus de materia medica, et remedi-

al de ufu ratiocinii mechanici in medi- orum formtilis quae lerviunt aphorifmis,

cina, 1701. 3. qua repurgate medicinx' 1719. Index alter plantarum, quse in

facilis afferitur iimplicitas, 1709. 4. de horto Lugd. Bat. aluntur, 1720, z vol.

comparando certo in phyhcis, 171 5. 5. de F.piftola ad Ruylchium de fabrica glandu-

chemia fuos errores expurgante, 1718. tarum in corpore humano, 1722, p. 120.

6. de vita et obitu CI. Bernardi Albini, Atrocis nee delcripti priufi morbi hiftoria,

1721. 7. quamhabuit, quum honefta mil'- feeundum medicx artis leges conferipta,

ftone impetrata, botanicam et chemi.am 1724. Atrocis rariiYimique morbi hiftoria

profeilionem publice poneiem, 1729. 8. de altera, 172S. Tradhitus medicus de lue

honore medici, fervituie, 1737,44,45,

—

aphrodifiaca, prsefixus aplirodifiaco, edit.

Jnllitutionii medica; in ufus annua; exerci- 1?;8.

utionis uomefticos, 170s. Aphurifmi de

Sifts
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gifts more precious than gold : and that of two cedar trees, a re-

gaii beare dono," making him happy by a royal benefaction.

BOETHIE (Etienne de la), of Sarlat in Perigord, confeiller

au parlement de Bordeaux, cultivated both latin and french

poetry with fuccefs. He was an author at the age of 16, and
died at 32 in 1563, at Germignan, two leagues from Bordeaux.
Montagne, his friend, to whom he left his library, collected his

works in 8vo in 1571. They confift of translations of feveral

works of Plutarch and Xenophon, of political difcourfes, pieces

of poetry, &c. His Authenoticon, or Voluntary flavery, was
publifhed in 1575, at the time of the bloody diflenfions about

religion in France.

BOETHIUS, or BOETIUS (Flavius Anicius Manlius
Torquatus StvERiNus), a profe as well as poetical writer of

the fixth century, born of one of the nobleft families in Rome.
His father dying when he was an infant, he was fent to Athens,

where he not only attained to a perfect knowledge of the greek

tongue, but alfo of phiiofophy, and all other kinds of fcience.

Returning to Rome, he foon became univerfally efteemed, and

was advanced to the chief dignities of his country. In 1523,
having remonftrated with great fpirit againft the conduct of

Theodoric, who began every day to exert new inflances of ty-

ranny, he fell under his refentment; and foon after was accufed

of having carried on a confpiracy with the emperor Juftin againft

the Goths. Theodoric brought the caufe before the fenate,

where the accufers producing fuborned evidence, who exhibited

forged letters to Juilin in the name of Boethius, though abfent,

unheard, undefended, he was condemned to death : but the

king, fearing the confequence of fueh injuftice and inhumanity»

changed his fentence from death to banifliment. He was ba-

nifhed to Milan, or (as others fay) confined to Ticinum, now
Pavia •, and all his friends forbidden to accompany liim on his

way, or to follow him thither. During his exile, he wrote his

books of the confolation of phiiofophy, and, that upon the trinity.

The year following, or fomewhat later, according to fome wri-

ters, he was beheaded in prifon by the command of Theodoric.

The tomb of Boethius is to be feen in the church of St. Auguf-
tinc at Pavia, near to the fteps of the chancel, with the following

epitaph :

Mxonia et Latia lingua clariftimus, c.t qui

Conful eram, hie peril, mifiiis in exilium.

Et quid mors rapuit ? Probitas me vexit ad auras ;

Et nunc fama. viget maxima, vivit opus.

Boethius wrote many philofophical works, the greater part in

the logical way: but his ethic piece, De confolatione philofophi;e,

2 is
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is Kis chief performance, and has always been juftly admired

both for the matter and for the ftyle. It is a fuppofed confer-

ence between the author and phiiofophy, who as a perfon en-

deavours to comfort him j and is partly profe, and partly verfe.

It was englilhed by our Chaucer ; and Camden tells us, that

queen Elizabeth, after having read it to mitigate grief, tranflated

it alfo into very elegant englifh [k]. A writer of diltinclion ob-

ferved, that " with Boethius the latin tongue, and the lad re-

mains of roman dignity, maybe laid to have funk in theweftern

world [l]." The belt edition of his works is that of Leyden,

167 1, in 8vo.

BOETHIUS, BOECE, or BOEIS (Hector), a famous fcot-

tifh hiitorian, born at Dundee, in the {hire of Angus, about 1470.

After having ftudied at Dundee and Aberdeen, he was fent to

the univerfity of Paris, where he applied to phiiofophy, and be-

came a profeflbr of it there. Here he contracted an acquaint-

ance with feveral eminent perfons, particularly with Erafmus,

who kept a correfpondence with him afterwards [m]. Elphin-

fton bifhop of Aberdeen, having founded the king's college in

that city about 1500, fent for Boeis from Paris, and appointed

him principal. He took for his colleague Mr. "William Hay, and

by their joint labour the kingdom was furnifhed with feveral

eminent fcholars. Upon the death of his patron, he undertook

to write his life, and thofe of his predeceflbrs in that lee. The
work is in latin, and intituled, Vitas epifcoporum Murthlacen-

fium et Aberdonenfium. Paris, 1522, 4to. He begins at Beanus,

the firfl bifhop, and ends at Gawin Dunbar, who was biihop

when the book was publifhed. A third part of the work is fpent

in the life of Elphinfton, for whofe fake it was undertaken [n].

He next applied to write in the fame language the hiftory of

Scotland : the firft edition of which was printed at Paris by Ba-
dius Afcenfius in 1526, which confifted of feventeen books, and
ended with the death of James I. but the next in 1574 was much
enlarged, having the addition of the 18th book and part of the

19th : the work was aftei-wards brought down .to the reign of

James III. by Ferrer ius, a Piedmontefe. Mackenzie obferves,

that of all fcots hiftorians, next to Buchanan, Boetius has been
the molt cenfured and commended by the learned men who have

mentioned him. Nicolfon tells us, that in the firft fix books-

there are a great many particulars not to be found in Fordun or

any other writer now extant ; and that, " unlefs the authors

which he pretends to have feen be hereafter difcovered, he will

continue to be Ihrewdly fufpecled for the contriver of almoil as

many tales as Jeoffrey of Monmouth." His 1 8th book however

[k] Hiftory of Q^ Elizabeth. nent fcots writers.

fi.j Harris's Hermes. [n] Bp. Nicol&n's Scottilli hiftorical

£ mj Mackenzie'* Ljvcsofthe mofterci- library.

is
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Is highly commended by Ferrerms, who fays, "that he has
treated of things there in fo comprehenfive a manner, that he
believes no one could have done it more fully or fignificantly on
the fame fubject." His ftyle, fays another writer, has all the

purity of CaTar's, and is fo nervous both in the reflections and
diction, that he feems to have abfolutely entered into the gravicy

of Livy, and made it his own. Erafmus, who was intimately ac-

quainted with him, fays, in one of his epiftles, " that he was a

man of an extraordinary happy genius, and of great eloquence."
" He was certainly," fays another writer, " a great mailer of

polite learning, well ikilled in divinity, philofophy, and hiftory j

but fomewhat credulous, and much addicted to the belief of le-

gendary (lories. With regard to his other accomplifhments, he
was difeveet, well-bred, attentive, generous, affable, and com>
teous[ol."

BOFFRAND (Germain), a celebrated french architect, was
the fon of a fculptor, and of a filler of the famous Quinaut •,

end born at Nantes in Brefagne, 1667. He was trained under
Harduin Manfarad, who trulted him with conducting his great-

eft works. DofFrand was admitted into the french academy of

architecture in 1709 : many princes of Germany chofe him for

their architect, and raifed confiderable edifices upon his plans.

His manner of building approached that of Palladio *, and there

was much of grandeur in all his defigns. As engineer and in-

fpector-general of the bridges and highways, he caufed to be
conftructed a number of canals, lluices, bridges, and other me-
chanical works. There is of this illuilrious architect a curious

and ufeful book, which contains the general principles of his

art ; to which is added an accopnt of the plans, profiles, and
elevations of the principal works which he executed in France

and other countries. A very gracious idea is tranfmitted to us of

this artill, who is reprefented as of a noble and difinterefted

fpirit, and of a pleafing and agreeable manner. He died at Paris,

in 1 75 q, dean of the academy of architecture, firft engineer and
in fpector-general of the bridges and highways, architect and ad-

miniftrator of the general hofpital.

BOH ADIN, an arabian hiftorian of great note, celebrated for

his Life of Saladin, in whofe court he flourifhed in the xiith

century. What makes his hiftory particularly valuable, is his

being contemporary to the events he writes ; and what is more,

he was a favourite of Saladin's, conltantly about his perfon, and
high in oiRce. He is very accurate in his account of the cru-

fades, and Saladin's taking of Jerufalem ; and mentions our RU
chard I. who made fuch a figure as Saladin's antagonift. The
accurate Schultens has published a very excellent edition in folio

[o] Mackenzie, p. 451.



BOILEAU. 433

With much erudition, Leyden, 1755. It has been obferved by
an able critic, that this hiftorian, as well as Abulpharagius and
Abulfeda, bears much refemblance to Plutarch ; as they have en-

riched their hiftories with fo many ftriking anecdotes and cu-

rious information on the progrefs and ftate of literature in their

Tefpe£tive ages and countries.

BOILEAU (Giles), member of the french academy, and
the eldeft brother of the celebrated Boileau Defpreaux, wrote a

tranflation of Epictetus, two diflertations againit Menage and
Caftor, and fome other works. He died in 1669, aged 38.

BOILEAU (James), brother of the former, and a learned

doctor of the Sorbonne, was born at Paris on the 16th of March
1635. After having been dean and grand vicar of Sens under
M. de Goudrin, he returned to Paris in 1694, and was made
canon of the holy chapel. He died when dean of the faculty of

divinity, on the 1 ft of Auguft 17 16. He publifhed a great num-
ber of curious works, the principal of which are, 1 . The De-
cretal fuper fpecula de magiftris. 2. De antiquo jure prefby-

terorum in regimine ecclefiaftico. 3. De antiquis et majoribus

epifcoporum caufis, in 4to. 4. An hiftory of auricular confeiTion,

in latin, &c.
BOILEAU (John James), canon of the church of St. Honore

at Paris, was of the diocefe of Agen, in which he enjoyed a cu-

racy. The delicacy of his conltitution having obliged him to

quit it, he repaired to Paris. The cardinal de Noailles afforded

him many marks of his efteem. He died the iothof March

1735, aged 86. There are by him, 1. Letters on various fubjecls

of morality and devotion, 2 vols. 1 2mo. 2. The life of the duchefs

of Liancourt, and that of madame Combe, fuperior of the houfe

of the Bon Pafteur. All thefe works evince a fund of fenfe and
good fentiments *, but he is too much the orator in every one of

them.

BOILEAU, Sieur Despreatjx (Nicholas), a celebrated

french poet, born at Paris, Nov. 1, 1636. His mother died when
he was in his infancy, and he loft his father before he was feven-

teen. After he had finifhed his philofophical ftudies, he was
perfuaded to ftudy the law, in which he made a confiderable

proficiency, and was admitted advocate, Dec. 4, 1656 [p]. But
though he had all the qualifications neceffary to make him a great

lawyer, yet the profeffion, dealing fo much in falfehood and chi-

canery, did not fuit the candour and fincerity of his difpofition ;

for which reafon he quitted the bar. He has exprefled his averfion

to the law in his fifth epiftle.

[p] Des Maizeam's Life of Boileau, prefixed to the enelifh tranflation of his wjrks,
edit. 1712.

Vol. II. F f He
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He now refolvcd to ftudy divinity, and accordingly went to

the Sorbonne -

, but in a. little time he contracted a ftrong averfion

to this purfuit j for he found, to his aftonifhment, the moil im-

portant points of falvation reduced to empty fpeculation, wrapt

up in terms of obfeurity, and thereby giving rife to endlefs dis-

putes. He therefore left the Sorbonne, and applied himfelf to

the more polite ftudies, efpecially to poetry, for which his genius

was particularly formed ; and he foon carried the palm from

every poet in France. The fuccefs which his firft works met
with, is humoroufly hinted at in his epiftle to his book.

He wrote fatires, wherein he expofed the bad tafte of his time.

He was likewife extremely fevere againft vice, and the corrupt

manners of the age. His pieces gained him vaft applaufe, but

he was blamed for mentioning names [cv]. As incorrect copies

of his performances were handed about in manufcript, and

others afcribed to him, of which he was not the author, he there-

fore got a privilege from the king, and publifhed his works him-

felf. With regard to his naming of perfons, he publifhed a fa-

tire [X] in his own defence : he wrote alfo a difcourfe upon

fatire, wherein he vindicated himfelf by the example of both

french and roman fatirifts. In 1669, he inferibed an epiftle to

the king, upon the peace then lately concluded with Spain [s].

There is likewife a fmall production of his, intituled, A dialogue

of the dead ; expofing the abfurdity of feveral dramatic pieces

and romances, which were then in high reputation. The fuccefs

of Lewis in Holland, in 1672, furnimed Boileau with an occa-

fion of addrefling another epiftle to his majefty. The king was

a great admirer of Boileau's performances ; nor was he fatisfied

with only fignifying his approbation in private, but likewife gave

a public teftimony thereof, in the licence granted him for pub-

liming his works [t]. October 1677, Boileau was fixed upon

[ q_]
The duke of Montaufier faid once able hero, and to fhew th3t a king may be

in a paffion, that Boileau and ail fjtinc poets a great and glorious prince in peace as well

fhould be fent into the river to rhime. It as war. Remarques de Broffette, fur ep. I.

was to this perhaps our poet alluded in his [t] The beginning of the licence is to

ninth fatire, where he fays, the following purpofe : " Whereas our dear

and well-beloved the fieur Defpreaux has

Vour freedom will in drowningend in time, humbly remonftrated to us that he has

And I (hall to the Seine be fent to rhime. written divers pieces which he deftres to

have printed, and likewife to reprint his

[r"| This fatire was written in 1667, and fatires, the licence whereof is expired, if

is thought to be the moft excellent of all his we fhould pleafe to grant him our letters

productions. of permiiTion for fo doing : Wherefore, be-

fs] Notwithstanding there was a peace ing defirous to encourage the faid fieur

concluded in 166$, yet the French in ge- Defpreaux, and to give to the public, by

neral wifhed for a frefh war. Colbert alone the reading of his works, the fame pleafure

diffuaded the king horn it; and it was to we ourfelves received thereby, we have

countenance this great minifrer's views, permitted him to caufe the fuid works to

that Boileau wrote this epiftle, wherein he be printed, &c."
endeavours to celebrate the king as a peace-

by
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by the king to write his hiftory, in conjunction with Racine [u]

;

and in 1684, he was chofen a member of the french academy [x j.

Boileau's fatirical pieces raifed him many enemies : his Satire

againft the women, in particular, was much talked of, and occa-

fioned great clamour [y]. Having been attacked by the authors

of a journal printed at Trevoux, he- made reprifals on them
in fome epigrams, and in his fatire againft equivocation. In

1 70 1, he was elected penfionary of the academy of inscriptions

and medals, which place he filled with honout till 1705, when,
being grown deaf and infirm, he defired and obtained leave to

refign. He quitted the court, and fpent the remainder of his

life in quiet and tranquillity amongft a few felecl; friends. He
died March 2, 1 7 1 1, aged 74.

Bruyere, in his fpeech to the french academy, fpeaking of

Boileau as a writer, fays, " that he excels Juvenal, comes up to

Horace, feems to create the thoughts of another, and to make
Whatever he handles his own. He has, in what he borrows from
others, all the graces of novelty and invention : his verfes, ftrong

and harmonious, made by genius, though wrought with art, will

be read even when the language is obfolete, and will be the laft

fu] The public however never had this

work which they expecled from Boileau

and Racine. Valincourt writes thus to

the abbot Olivet upon this fuhjecl : " Mef-
fieurs Defpreaux and Racine, having for

fome time endeavoured to write that hif-

tory, foon found that fuch a work did not

at all fuit their genius ; and beiides, they

juftly thought, that the hiftory of fuch a

prince as the late king was filled wilh fo

many and great circumftances, could not

well be written till an hundred years after

his death, except one could compofe it only

from infipid extracts of the public news-
papers, as fome pitiful writers have done,

who ventured to write that hiftory.'' Oli-

vet's Hift. de 1'Academie Franc, p. 371.
faris edit.

[x] A place being vacant by the death

of Colbert, which happened Sept. 1683,
fome of the members waited on Boileau,

and afked him whether he would accept of

that place, in cafe the academy offered it to

him. Boileau received the offer very ci-

villy, but declared pofitively that he would
not petition for it. The gentlemen accord-

ingly propofed him to the academy, Fon-
taine being at the fame time propofed to

fupply this vacancy : the academy being

divided betwixt thefe two great men, and
feveral of the members piqued at finding

their names in Boileau's fatires, the ma-
jority of voices fell to Fontaine. The king
was notpleafed with the preference given

to this gentleman ; and, when the deputies

of the academy, accordingto cuilom, waited

on the king for his approbation of their

choice, he difmiffed them without an an-
fwer, and went to the fiege of Luxemburg
without declaring his mind. During this

interval, BesJons, a privy counfellor, and a
member of the french academy, died ;

whereupon the academy immediately chofe

Boileau to fuceeed him, and the king ap-

proving their choice, confirmed at the fame
time Fontaine's election. Broffette, Oeuv,
de Boileau, torn. iv. p. 73, 74.

[yJ Boileau, in an advertifcment. pre-

fixed to this piece, makes a fort of apology

to the ladies for the liberty he had taken

in painting their vices :
" All the pi&ures

I have drawn*" fays he, " are fo general,

that, far from being afraid of offending the

ladies, it is on their approbation and curi-

ofity that I ground my greateit hopes of

fuccefs. One thine;, at leaft, I am fure

they will commend me for, which is, my
having treated this delicate matter fo, that

not a word has efcaped me, which can give

offence to modefty : wherefore I hope I

fhall eafily obtain my pardon ; and that the

ladies will not be more fhocked at my
preaching againft their faults in this fatire,

than at the fatires the preachers make
every day againft the fame faults from the

pulpit." See the engliih tranflationof his

works, vol. i. p. 351.

Ff 2 ruins
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luins of it [z]." But his fame has not been confined to his own
country : he has been no lefs praifed by other nations. Baron
Spanheim has beftowed very high encomiums on him. Lord
Shaftefbury calls him " a noble fatiriir., who applied his criticifm

with juft feverity even to his own works [a]." Dr. Warton, the

ingenious author of An efTay on the writings and genius of Pope,
fpeaking of Boileau's Art of poetry, fays it is the belt compo-
fition of that kind extant. " The brevity of his precepts, fays this

writer, enlivened by proper imagery, the juilnefs of his meta-

phors, the harmony of his numbers, as far as alexandrine lines

will admit, the exaclnefs of his method, the perfpicuity of his

remarks, and the energy of his fcyle> all duly confidered, may ren-

der this opinion not unreasonable. It is to this work he owe&
his immortality, which was of the higheft utility to- his nation,

in diffufing a juft way of thinking and writing, banifhing every

fpecies of falfe wit, and introducing a general tafte for the manly
fimplicity of the ancients, on whofe writings this poet had formed

his tafte [b]."

There have been many editions of Boileau's works ; but that

published by Brofiette, with his notes and commentary, is the

moil, famous [c].

BOINDIN (Nicholas), born at Paris in 1676, of a procureur

du roi in the office of the finances, entered into the regiment of.

mufqueteers in 1696. The weaknefs of his conflitution, unable

to reiift the fatigues of the fervice, obliged him to lay down his

•arms and take to the clofet. He was received in 1706 into the

academy of inferiptions and belles-lettres ; and would have been

of the academic fran^oife, if the public profeflion he made of

atheifm had not determined his exclufion. He was afflicted to-

wards the latter end of his days with a nftula, which carried him
oft" the 30th of Nov. 1 7 51, at the age of 75. He was denied the

honours of fepulture ; being inhumed the day following without

ceremony at three o'clock in the morning [d]. M. Parfait the

elder, who inherited the works of Boindin, gave them to the

f"
/.] Preface to his truncation of Julian's a clofe correfpondence with Boileau for

Emperors, p. 5.
above twelve years. This edition conviljj-

Ta] Chara&erilVics, vol. i. p. 418. of four volumes, and was firlf. printed at

vol. iii- p. 280. Geneva in 1716.

[b] Effay on the writings of Pope, p. 96. [n J
A bel-efprit made this epigram.

[c] A great many pallages in Boileau matical epitaph upon him :

were become unintelligible, becaufe they

hinted at leveral things, which moil rea- Sins murmurer contre la Parque,

ders were ignorant of, or had forgot. He Dont il connoiffoit le pouvoir,

mentions alfo many perfons, whole lives Boindin vient de paffer la barque,

and actions were unknown to the greateft Et nous a dit a tous bon-foir.

part of the world, fo that a commentaiy be- II l'a fait fans ceiemonie.

came as neceffary to undeiftand Boileau, On fcait qu'en ces demiers momens

as Horace, Perfius, or Juvenal. Broflette On fuit volontiers fon genie :

was undoubtedly the molt proper perfon to II n'aiinoit pas les complimenj.

write tuch a commentaiy, as he had kept

public
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public in 1753* in 2 vols. i2mo. In the firft we have four co-

medies in profe : I. Les trois Garcon9, compofed in concert

with la Motte ; they afterwards difputed to whom it mod be-

longed: Moliere would certainly not have laid claim to it, though

it contains feveral artful and agreeable ftrokes. 2. Le Bal d'Au-

tueil, the fubject of which is laughable, and the plot linking and
ingenious. It is in the manner of Dancour, whom the author

imitates even in the dialogue. 3. Le Port de Mer, in con-

junction with la Motte, and more worthy of giving birth to a

quarrel of pretentions between them. It was applauded, and is

continued on the ftage. 4. Le Petit-maltre de Robe ; too fim-

ple, though tolerably well dialogued. At the head of the firft

volume is a memoir on his life and writings, compofed by him-
felf. This man, who plumed himfelf on being a philofopher,

here gives himfelf, without fcruple, all the praifes that a dull

panegyrift would have found fome diificulty in affording him.

There is alfo by him a memoir, very circumftantial and very

ilanderous, in which he accufes, after a lapfe of forty years, la

Motte, Saurin, and Malaiiaire a merchant, of having plotted the

flratagem that caufed the celebrated and unhappy Rouffeau to

be condemned [e]. Boindin, though an atheift, in point of
morals was irreproachable. His heart was generous : but to his

virtues he added prefumption and obftinacy, was capricious and
unfociable. He was a fine fpeaker, and a tolerable writer. He
efcaped the perfecution and chaftiiement that ufually follow the

profeflionof atheifm, becaufe, in the difputes between the jefuits

and their adverfaries, he ufed frequently to declaim in the

coffee-houfes againtt the latter. M. de la Place relates, that he
faid to a man who thought like him, and who was threatened for

his opinions, '* They plague you, becaufe you are a janfeniitic

atheift; but they let me alone, becaufe I am a moliniflic atheift."

Not that he inclined more to Molina than to Janfenius ; but he
found that he fhould get more by fpeaking in behalf of thole

that were then in favour.

.
BOIS (Jean du). Joannes a Bofco, born at Paris, was ori-

ginally a celeiline monk ; but, having obtained permiffion to leave

the cloifter, he embraced the military fervice, and there diftin-

guilhed himfelf in fuch a manner, that Henry ill. never called

him by any other name than the emperor of monks. After the

extinction of the Ligue he re-entered his order, became preacher

in ordinary to Henry IV. And obtained fo much of the favour of

[e] Doindin isdefcribed in the Temple fe viens fifler tons -equ'on applaudit."

<lu Gout ;n the following manner: Lors le critique apparuc, et lui Jii :

"Ami Bardou, vousecesun grand mattre .

Un raifonneur, avec un fauffet aicre, M.i,i n'entren? en cet aimable lieu:

Crioit: " MeiE«mrs,je fuisce juge integre, Vous y ven. i a u Irondcr r,..-tre 1);;sq,

Q[u toujour parjej ,argue et contrf^t, (Join,.: . niaoitre,"

F f 3 cardinal
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cardinal Olivier, that he permitted him to bear his name and his

arms, and procured him the abbey of Beaulieu in Argonne.
After the death of Henry IV. he filled his fermons with invec-

tives againft the jefuits, whom he believed to be the contrivers of

it, and who had the art to punifh him for it ; for, having gone
to Rome in 1612, he was prefently fhut up in St. Angelo's
caftle, where he died in 1626. He printed at his own expence
the Bibliotheca florhcenfis ; Lyons, 1605, in 8vo. It is a col-

lection of fmall tracts by the ancient ecclefiaftical authors, taken
from the manufcripts of the library belonging to the monaftery
of Fleuri-fur-Loire. The third part alone contains fome opuf-
cula of the editor; among others, the portrait-royal of Henry IV.
[it is his funeral difcourfe] 161 o, 8vo ; that of cardinal Olivier

his benefactor ; Rome, 1610, 4to ; and a number of letters.

BOIS (Gerard du), of the Oratoire, a native of Orleans,

died July 15, 1696, at 67 ; fucceeded pere le Cointe his friend

in the place of librarian to the houfe of St. Honore, and inherited

his papers. They were not ufelefs in his hands. He revifed

the eighth volume of the Ecclefiaftical annals of France, and
publifhed it in 1683. This work procured him a penfion of a

thoufand livres granted him by the clergy. He afterwards un-
dertook, at the entreaty of Harlay archbiihop of Paris^the Hif-

tory of that church ; i6go, 2 vols, folio. The fecond did not
appear till eight years after his death, by the care of pere de la

Rippe, and pere Defmolets of the oratory. He frequently min-
gles civil with ecclefiaftical hiftory. His digreffions have length-

ened his work ; but they have alfo diverfified it. The diflertations

with which he has accompanied it evince great fagacity in dif-

cerning what is true from what is falfe. His hiftory is written

in latin, and the ftyle is pure and elegant.

BOIS (Philippe du), born in the diocefe of Payeux, doctor of

Sorbonne, librarian to le Tellier archbiihop of Rheims, died in

1703. There is by him, 1. A catalogue of the library under his

care; 1693, at the Louvre, folio. 2. An edition of Tibullus,

Catullus, and Propertius, in 2 vols. 8vo. ad ufum Delphini, 1685.

3. An edition of the theological works of Maldonat, in folio j

Paris, 1677. The dedication and the preface, in which he apo-

logizes for the manners and the doctrine of that jefuit, are only

\n fome of the copies.

BOISMORAND (the abbe Chiron de), born at Quimper
about 1680, was long a jefuit, and died at Paris in 1740, under

the cilice and the cowl, after having been one of the greatefl

fwearers and gamefters in France. After having emptied his

purfe at play, one of his relources was to throw out a fatirica}

pamphlet againft the jefuits, his old companions, which he pub-

iifhed under the veil of fome fictitious name. This done, he

would go and make an offer to the very people he had abufed,

to
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to refute the calumnies that had been fo wickedly launched

again(t them ; and this he really did, in consideration of a good
douceur. This petty artifice was difcovered by the jefuitsj who
thought it belt to diflemble with a man who brandifhed a for-

midable pen. It muft be confefTed that the abbe de Boifmorand
had a ready wit, ftrong fenfe, and a lively and fertile imagi-

nation. There are extant of his feveral memoirs, which develop

fome very intricate and famous tranfatYions. There are three

or four that may be pronounced equal to any thing of the kind

that has hitherto been produced ; and are at the fame time mo-
dels of eloquence. Several authors afcribe to him the Memoirs
of the court of Philip Auguftus, known under the name of Ma-
demoifelle de Lallan.

BOISROBERT (Francois le Metel de), of the french

academy, to the eftablifhment whereof he contributed greatly,

abbot of Chatilly- fur-Seine, was born at Caen in the year 1592,
and died in 1662. He was remarkably brilliant in converfation.

He knew by heart many of the tales of Boccace, of Beroald, and
efpecialiy the Moyen de parvenir of the latter. His imagination,

foftered early by the writings of all the facetious authors, fur-

nilhed him with the means of amufing and of exciting laughter.

Citois, firffc phyfician to the cardinal de Richelieu, ufed to fay to

that minifter, when he was indifpofed, Monfeigneur, all our
drugs are of no avail, unlefs you mix with them 'a dram of Boif-

robert. The cardinal could not do without his jokes. He was
his bel-efprit and his buffoon. Boifrobert falling into difgrace,

had recourie to Citois, who put at the bottom of his paper to

the cardinal, as if it had been a prefcription, Recipe Boisro-
bert. This jell had its erfecT:, by cauling him to be recalled.—

His jocularity accompanied him even to the brink of the grave.

On his death-bed, being prefTed to fend for a confeflbr, Oh yes,

by all means, faid he, let fomebody go and fetch me one •, but
let them take care not to bring me a janfenift.—Boifrobert pub-
limed, 1. Divers poems ; the firft part 1647, 4to, and the fecond

1659, 8vo. 2. Letters, in the collection of Faret ; 8vo. 3. Tra-
gedies, comedies, and tales, which bear the name of his brother

Antoine le Metel, fieur d'Ouville. 4. Hiftoire indienne d'Anax-
andre et d'Orafie ; 1629, 8vo. 5. Nouvelles heroiques, 1627,
8vo. His theatrical pieces, applauded by cardinal Richelieu and
by fome of his flatterers, are buried in the duft.

BOI^SARD (John James), a famous antiquary, born at Be-
fancon in France, 1528. He publilhed feveral collections, which
are of great ufe to fuch as would underfland the roman antiqui-

ties. He had a violent paflion for this ltudy ; he drew plans of

all the ancient monuments in Italy, and vifited all the antiquities

of the ides of Corfu, Cephalonia, and Zant. He went alfo to

the Morea, and would have proceeded to Syria, had he not been

F f 4 prevented
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prevented by a dangerous fever, which felzed him at Methone.
Upon his return to his own country, he was appointed tutor to

the fons of Anthony de Vienne, baron de Clervant, with whom
he travelled into Germany and Italy. He had left at Montbe-
liard his antiquities which he had been collecting with fo much
pains ; and was fo unlucky as to lofe them all, when the people

of Lorraine ravaged Franche Comte. He had none left except

thofe which he had tranfported to Metz, where he himfelf had
retired ; but as it was well known that he intended to publim
a large collection of antiquities, there were fent to him from all

parts many {ketches and draughts of old monuments. By this

means he was enabled to favour the public with his work, inti-

tuled, De Romanx urbis topographia et antiquitate. It confifts

of four volumes in folio, which are enriched with feveral prints.

He publifhed alfo the lives of many famous perfons, with their

portraits. This work, intituled, Theatrum vitae humame, is di-

vided into four part*, in 4to: the fir ft printed at Frankfort, 1597;
the fecond and third in 1598; and the fourth in 1599. His trea-

tife, De divinatione et magicis prseftigiis, was not printed till

after his death, which happened at Metz, Oct. 30, 1602. There
have been two editions of it : one at Hainau in 161 1, 4to ; ano-

ther at Oppenheim in 1625, folio. He wrote alfo a book of

Epigrams, Elegies, and Letters •, but thefe are not fo much ef-

teemed as his other performances [r].

BOISSI (Louis de), a celebrated french comic writer of na-

tive wit and genuine humour, and inconteftably one of the firft

genlufes that France has produced. But, as has often been the

fate of fuch extraordinary favourites of the mufes, though he
laboured inceiTantly for the public, his works procured, him only

a competency of fame—he wanted bread. In fnort, while the

theatres and cofFee-houfes of Paris were ringing with plaudits on
his uncommon talents to promote their mirth, he was languiih-

ing, with a wife and child, under the prefiures of the extremeft

poverty. Yet, melancholy as his fituation was, he loft nothing

of that pride, the ufual concomitant of genius, whether great or

fmall. He could not creep nnd fawn at the feet of a patron.

Boifli had friends, who would readily have relieved him ; but

they were never made acquainted with his real condition, or had.

not that friendly impetuofity which forces aiTiftance on the mo-
deft fulTerer. He at length became the prey of diltrefs, and funk

into defpondency. The fhorteft way to rid himfelf at once of

his load of mifery fecmed to him to be death. By continually

cherifhing this idea, the formidable monarch appeared to him in

the li^ht of a friend, a faviour, and deliverer, and won his af-

fection. His tender fpoufe, who was no lefs weary of life, lif-

[f] Martmus Hmnkius de Scriptoribus Rer. Roman, torn. \. c. 76.

tened
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tened with participation as often as he declaimed, in all the

warmth of poetic rapture, on the topic of deliverance from this

earthly prifon, and the fmiling profpe£ts of futurity; till at

length ihe took up the refolution to accompany him in death.

But fhe could not bear to think of leaving her beloved fon, of

five years old, in a world of mifery and forrow ; it was therefore

agreed to take the child along with them, on their paflage into

another and a better.

They were now firmly refolved to die. But what mode of

death mould they adopt ? They made choice of ftarving. To
this end, they fhut themfelves up in their folitary and deferted

apartment, waiting their diflblution with immovable fortitude.

When any one came and knocked, they fled trembling into a

corner, for fear of being difcovered. Their little boy, who had

.not yet learned to filence the calls of hunger by artificial reafons,

whimpering and crying, alked for bread ; but they always found

means to quiet him.

It occurred to one of Boiffi's friends, that it was very extraor-

dinary he fhould never find him at home. At firfl he thought

the family had changed their lodgings ; but, on alluring himfelf

of the contrary, he began to be alarmed. He called feveral times

in one day : always nobody at home ! At lail he proceeded to

burft open the door.—How great was his furprife, at feeing his

friend, with his wife and fon, extended on the bed, pale and
emaciated, fcarcely able to utter a found ! The boy lay in the

middle, and the hufband and wife had their arms thrown over

him. The child flretched out his little hands towards his deli-

verer, and his firit word was—Bread ! It was now the third day

that not a morfel of food had entered his lips. The parents lay

ltill in a perfect ftupor ; they had never heard the burlting open
of the door, and felt nothing of the embraces of their agitated

friend. Their wafted eyes were directed towards the boy ; and

the tendered exprefhons of pity were in the look with which
they had laft beheld him, and flill faw him dying. Their friend

haftened to take meafures for their recovery ; but could not fuc-

ceed without difficulty. They thought themfelves already far

from the troubles of life, and were terrified at being fuddenly

brought back to them. Void of fenfe and reflection, they fub-

mitted to the attempts that were made to recall them to life.

At length a thought occurred to their friend, which happily

fucceeded. He took the child from their arms, and thus roufed

the laft fpar-k of paternal and maternal tendernefs. He gave the

child to eat ; who, with one hand held his bread, and with the

other alternately fhook his father and mother. It feemed at

once to rekindle the love of life in their hearts, on perceiving

that the child had left the bed and their embraces. Nature did

her office. Their friend procured them ftrengtbening broths,

9 which
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which he put to their lips with the utmoft caution, and did not
leave them till every fymptom of reftored life was fully vifible.

This tranfaelion made much noife in Paris, and at length
reached the ears of the marchionefs de Pompadour. Boiffi's de-
plorable fituation moved her. She immediately fent him a hun-
dred lcuis-d'ors, and foon after procured him the profitable

place of comptrolleur du Mercure de France, with a penfion for

his wife and child, if they outlived him.—His GSuvres de theatre

are in 9 vols. 8vo. His kalian comedy, in which path he is the

author of numerous pieces, has not the merit of the above. He
was of the french academy. Boidi died in April 1758.
BOIVIN {Francois de), baron of Villars, was fecretary to

the marechal de BrifTac, and accompanied him into Piemont
under Henry If. We have by him, 1'Hiftoire des guerres de
Piemont, depuis J550 jufqu'en 1561 ; Paris, 2 vols. 8vo. This
hiftorian is neither elegant nor accurate in general •, but he may
be confulted with fafety on the exploits that pafTed under his

own obfcrvation, Boivin died in 1618 very old. His Hiftory,

continued by CI. Malinger, appeared in 1630.

BOIVIN (John), profeffbr of greek in the college-royal, was
bom at Montreuil l'Argile. Being fent for to Paris by his elder

brother, young Boivin foon made great progrefs in literature, in

the languages, and especially in the knowledge of the greek.

He died Otlober 29, 1726, aged 64, member of the academic
franqoife, of that of belles-lettres, and keeper of the king's library.

He profited by this literary treafure, by drawing from it a variety

of information, and to a great extent. He had every quality

neceflary to a man of letters, gentle manners, and a fimplicity

more amiable in fcholars than in the reft of mankind, but which
they do not always poffefs. He wrote, 1. The apology for Ho-
mer, and the Shield of Achilles, in i2mo. 2. Tranflation of the

Batrachomyomachia of Homer into french verfe, under his

name latinifed into Biberimero. 3. T3ie CEdipus of Sophocles,

and the Birds of Ariftophanes, tranflatcd into french, in i2mo.

4. Pieces of greek poetry. 5. The edition of the Mathematici
veteres, 1695, m folio. 6. A latin life of Claude le Peletier, in

4to, written in a ftyle rather too inflated. 7. A tranflation of

the Byzantine hiftory of Niccphorus Gregoras, exa£t, elegant,

and enriched with a curious preface, and notes replete with eru-

dition.

BOKHAPJ[g], one of the moft celebrated doctors of muf-
fulmanifm, was born in Arabia in the 194th year of the Hegira,

under the caliphat of Amin. He began his ftudies when he was
but ten years old, and particularly applied himfeif to the know-

[g] His real name was Abu Abdulla is more generally known by that of Bok-
Mohammed Ben Ifmail Al Cfoli,, but he hari.

ledge
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ledge of the law and religion of his country. He came to Bok-
harah when Abu Heifs was mufti of it ; and was received very

coolly by him, becaufe he maintained the principles of predefti-

nation, and becaufe he was of the fame opinion as Motazales as

to the creation of the alcoran ; in which he did no more than

propagate the fentiments of his mailer Marifli. It is however
faid that Bokhari retracted as to thefe two points before his death.

Not being pleafed with his abode at Bokharah, he determined on
retiring to one of the fuburbs of the city of Samarcand called

Khertenk, where he died the firfl day of the month Scheval in

the 256th year of the hegira, under the caliphate of Motamed.
Ben Kozuimah fays, that no muflulman doctor was ever fo fa-

mous as Bokhari in traditions. Indeed the grand work of this

doctor is that which he has intituled Techich, the Sincere, where
he fays himfelf that he has collected 7275 moll authentic tra-

ditions, felected from 100,000 traditions, all of which he be-

lieved to be true ; and that he had feparated thefe 100,000 from

200,000 others, which he had rejected as falfe. He wrote this

work at. Mecca. The authority of all thefe traditions is princi-

pally founded on the faith of Ben Hanbeil, one of the four chiefs

of the orthodox feet of Mohammedans. What has confiderably

increafed the reputation of the fahib, is that few books have had
more commentators. We have other things of his writing, but

they are of much lefs confequence [h]. Our author left a fort

named Iman Zade al Bokhari, who trod in the footfteps of his

father Pi].

BOLEYN (Anne), wife of Henry VIII. king of England, and
memorable for giving occafion to the reformation in this country,

was the daughter of fir Thomas Boleyn, and born in 1 507. She
was carried into France at feven years of age by Henry VIII's

filter, who was wife of Lewis XII : nor did (he return into Eng-
land, when that queen retired thither after the death of her huf-

band ; but ftaid in the fervice of queen Claudia, the wife of

Francis I. and after the death of that princefs went to the du-

chefs of Alencon [kJ. The year of her return is not well

known : fome will have it to have been in 1527, others in 1525.
Thus much is certain, that lhe was maid of honour to queen
Catherine of Spain, Henry VIII's firft wife •, and that the king

fell extremely in love with her. She behaved herfelf with fo

much art and addrefs, that, by refuting to gratify his paflion, (he

brought him to think of marrying her : and the king, deceived

by her into a perfuafion that he ihould never enjoy her unlefs

[h] They are thefe : i. Adab al Mof- [i] D'Herbclot Bibl. Orient, vol. i.

redat til hadiih, i. e. the peculiar qualities p. 410, 41 1

.

of traditions; and 2. Elm a al Jahaba, i. e. [k] Burnet's Hift. of Reform, vol. i.

the 'name of the firft doctois of mohair.- b. ii.

aicdanifm.

he
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he made her his wife, was induced to fet on foot the affair of mY
divorce with Catherine, which at laft was executed with great

folemnity and form. A celebrated author obferves, that " that,

which would have been very praife-worthy on another occafion,

was Anne Boleyn's chief crime ; fince her refufing to comply
with an amorous king, unlefs he would divorce his wife, was a

much more enormous crime than to have been his concubine.

A concubine, fays he, would not have dethroned a queen, nor

taken her crown or her hufband from her •, whereas the crafty

Anne Boleyn, by pretending to be chafte and fcrupulous, aimed
only at the ufurpation of the throne, and the exclufion of Ca-
therine of Arragon, and her daughter, from all the honours due
to them [l]."

In the mean time, Henry could not procure a divorce from
the pope ; which made him refolve at length to difown his au-

thority, and to fling ofFhis yoke. Neverthelefs he married Anne
Boleyn privately upon the 14th of November 1532, without
"waiting any longer for a releafe from Rome ; and, as foon as he
perceived that his new wife was with child, he made his mar-
riage public [m]. He caufed Anne Boleyn to be declared queen
of England on Eafter-eve 1533, and to be crowned the fir ft of

June following. She was brought to bed, upon the 7th of Sep-
tember, of a daughter, who was afterwards queen Elizabeth ;

and continued to be much beloved by the king, till the charms
of Jane Seymour had fired that prince's heart in 1536. Then
his love for his wife was changed into violent hatred; he believed

her to be unchafie, and caufed her to be imprifoned and tried.

" She was indi£ted of high trcafon, for that ihe had procured
her brother and other four to lie with her, which they had done
often ; that lhe had faid to them, that the king never had her

heart ; and had faid to every one of them by themfelves, that (he

loved him better than any perfon whatever, which was to the

flander of the iffue that was begotten between the king and her.

And this was treafon according to the ftatute made in the 26th

year of this reign ; fo that the law, which was made for her and
the ifiue of her marriage, is now made ufe of to deltroy her."

She was condemned to be either burnt or beheaded ; and ihe

underwent the latter, on the 19th of May 1536. The right re-

verend author of the liiftory of the reformation relates fome
very remarkable things of her behaviour during the time of her
imprifonment, and a little before her execution. When lhe was
imprifoned, (lie is faid to have acled very different parts ; fome*
times feeming devout and fhedding abundance of tears, and then
all of a fudden breaking out into a loud laughter. A few hours

before her death, (he faid, that the executioner was very handy 5

[l] Bark's Dii5l. art. Bole yk, [m] Bumct, &c.

and
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and befides, that flic had a very fmall neck ; at the fame time

feeling it with her hands, and laughing heartily. However, it

is agreed that fhe died with great refolution, taking care to

fpread her gown about her feet, that fhe might fall with decency 5

as the poets have related of Polyxena, and the hiflorians of Julius

Csefar.

Roman catholic writers have taken all occafions to rail at this

unhappy woman, as well through vexation at the fchifm which
fhe occafioned, as for the fake of defaming and difhonouring

queen Elizabeth by this means •, and they have triumphed vehe-

mently, that, in the long reign of that queen, no endeavours

were ufed to juflify her mother. But either queen Elizabeth or

her miniflers are greatly to be admired for prud&nce in this re-

fpe£t; fince it is certain, that Anne Boleyn's justification could

never have been carried on, without difcovering many things,

which mult have been extremely prejudicial to the queen, and
have weakened her right, inftead of eftablifhing it. For though
the reprefentations of the papifts are in no wife to be regarded,

yet many things might have been faid to the difadvantage of her

mother, without tranfgre fling the laws of true hiftory : as, that

ihe was a woman gay even to immodefly, indifcreet in the liber-

ties fhe took, and of an irregular and licentious behaviour.

BOLSEC (Jerome), a proper example to (hew the vanity and
futility of fame ; fince it will fhew that fome circumftances are

fufHcient to make the fate of a fcoundrel equal to that of the

greatefl men, and the moil brutifh follies as much reipecled as

the fmeft productions of human wit. This man's whole merit

was inventing abominable lies and abfurdities ag^nlt the firfl

reformers in the fixteenth century; and by this means fupplying

popifh mifiionaries with matter of inveclive againit them, he was
often quoted, and became refpected.

He was a Carmelite of Paris ; who, having preached fome-
what freely in St. Bartholomew's church, forfook his order, and
fled Into Italy [n]. He fet up for a phyfician, and married : but
foon after did fomething or other for which he was driven away.
He fet up afterwards in Geneva as a phyfician •, but, not fuc-

ceeding in that profeffion, he went over to divinity. At firft he
dogmatized privately on the myftery of predestination, according

to the principles of Pelagius; and afterwards had the boldnefs

to make a public difcourfe againft the received opinion. Upon
this, Calvin went to fee him, and cenfured him mildly. Then he
fent for him to his houfe, and endeavoured to reclaim him from
his error : but this did not hinder Bolfec from delivering in pub-
lic an infulting difcourfe againit the decree of eternal predefli-

nation. Calvin was among his auditors : but, hiding himfelf

in the crowd, was not feeri by Bolfec, which made him the

[n] Beza in vita Calvini. ,

.

bolder.
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bolder. As foon as Bolfec had ended his fermon, Calvin ftooc!

up, and confuted all he had been faying. " He anfwered, over-

fet, and confounded him, fays Beza, with fo many teftimonies

from the word of God, with fo many paffages, chiefly from St*

Auguftine—in fhort, with fo many folid arguments, that every-

body was miferably afhamed for him, except the brazen-faced

monk himfelf." This was not all : a magistrate, who was pre-

fent in that affembly, called him a feditious fellow, and fent him
to prifon. The caufe was difcuffed very fully ; and at laft, with
the advice of the fwifs churches, the fenate of Geneva declared

Bolfec convicted of fedition and peiagianifm ; and as fuch ba-

nifhed him from the territory of the republic, on pain of being
whipped if he fhould return thither. This was done in 1551.
He retired into a neighbouring place, which depended on the

canton of Bern, and raifed a great deal of dilturbance there*

He boldly accufed Calvin of making God the author of fin. Cal-

vin, to prevent the impreffions which fuch complaints might
make upon the gentlemen of Bern, caufed himfelf to be deputed

to them, and pleaded his caufe before them. He was fo fortu-

nate, that though he could not get a determination upon his doc-

trine, whether it was true or falfe, yet Bolfec was ordered to quit

the country.

He returned to France, and applied himfelf to the proteftants;

firft at Paris, afterwards at Orleans. He fhewed a great defire

to be promoted to the miniftry, and to be reconciled to the

church of Geneva : but the perfecution that arofe againft the

proteftants, made him refolve to take up his firft religion, and
the practice ff phyfic. He went and fettled at Autun, and prof-

tituted his wife to the canons of that place ; and, to ingratiate

himfelf the more with the papifts, exerted a moft flaming zeal

againft the reformed. He changed his habitation often : he lived

at Lyons in 1582, as appears by the title of a book, which he
caufed to be printed then at Paris againft Beza. He died not

long after : for he was not living in 1 58 <^. The book juft men-
tioned is intituled, The hiftory of the life, doctrine, and beha-

viour of Theodorus Beza, called the fpeetable and great minifter

of Geneva. This was preceded by the Hiftory of the life, actions,

doctrine, conftancy, and death of John Calvin, heretofore mi-
nifter of Geneva ; which was printed at Lyons in 1577. Both
thefe hiftories are altogether unworthy of credit, as well becaufe

they are written by an author full of refentment, as becaufe they

contain facts notorioufiy falfe.

BOLSWERD (Scheldt), a native of the Low Countries,

engraved a great number of plates from the works of Rubens,
Vandyke, and Jordano, and has perfectly imitated the tafte of

thofe great matters. Adam and Boetius Bolfwerd, though ex-

cellent engrav/^s, of the fame name, yet never equalled Scheldt.

BOLTON
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BOLTON (Robert), was born in Northaraptonililre, about

tli e year 1698, and received his education at Wadham college,

Oxford, where, on the 13th June 17 18, he took the degree of

M. A. Being a valetudinarian and hypochondriac, he found a

college-life not agreeable to his temper ; and being poflefled of

a fmall private fortune, he did not refide long at Oxford. In

j 720 he lived at Fulham, where his acquaintance commenced
with Mrs. Butler, which afterwards occafioned his being known
to Mr. Pope ; and he fometimcs took up his abode with old

lady Blount at Twickenham. About 1724 he refided at Ken-

fington, where the celebrated Mr. Whifton then dwelt 5 and in

part by his recommendation, on the refignation of Dr. Butler,

afterwards bifhop of Durham, of the chaplainfhip to fir Jofepli

Jekyl, mafter of the rolls, our author was received into that

gentleman's family in the fame capacity, and continued there

unto the time of fir Jofeph's death. In the year 1 734 he printed

in the newfpaper of the time, a character of Mrs-. Butler, the

lady before mentioned. This eulcgium produced the following

lines, in the name of the deceafed lady, from Mr. Pope to our

author, which are not inferted in any edition of his works [o] :

_Stript to the naked foul, efcap'd from clay,

From doubts unfetter'd, and diflblv'd in day ;

Unwarm'd by vanity, unreach'd by ftrife,

And all my hopes and fears thrown off with life ; .

Why am I charm'd by friendfhip's fond effays,

And tho' unbody'd confeious of thy praifei

Has pride a portion in the parted foul ?

Does paffion llilL the firmed mind controul?

Can gratitude outpant the file 11 1 breath ?

Or a friend's forrow pierce the gloom of death ?

No—'tis a fpirit's nobler talk of blifs,

That feels the worth it left in proofs like this

;

That not its own applaufe, but thine approves,

Whole practice praifes, and whole virtue loves ;

Who liv'ft to crown dtpaited friends with fame,

Then dying late (halt all thou gav'ft reclaim.

It is to be prefumed that Dr. Bolton's connection with fir

Jofeph Jekyl introduced him to the patronage of lord Hard-
wicke, by whofe means in the year 1735 ne was promoted to

the deanery of Carlifle. Jn 1738 he was appointed vicar of St.

Mary's, E eading ; and both thefe preferments, the only ones he

[o] Mr. RufThead, in his life of Pope, were printed foon after the writing of

p. 438, has given thefe verfes, which he them in the Prompter, No. R. and fince in
fays, " have never yet been printed, and -the works of Aaron Hill, vol. iv. p. 153.
for which the public is indebted to the who by miilalce afcribes the character of
honourable Mr. Yorke." In this affer- Mrs. Butler to Mr. Pope,
tion, however, he was miitaken ; they

o ever
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ever received, he held until the time of his death. He wasi an
excellent parifh-prieft, and a good preacher, charitable to the
poor ; and having from his own valetudinary itate acquired fome
knowledge of phyfic, he kindly ailiited them by advice an£
medicine. He was greatly beloved by his parifhioners, and de-
fervedly ; for he performed every part of his duty in a truly ex-
emplary manner. On Eafter Tuefday in 1739 he preached one
of the i'pital fermons at St. Bride's, Fleet-itreet, which was af-

terwards printed in Ato. We do not find that he afpired to the

character of an author, though fo well qualified for it, until late

in life. His firfk performance was intituled, A Letter to a lady

on card-playing on the Lori's day, 8vo, '748 ; fetting forth in

a lively and forcible manner the many evils attending the prac-

tice of gaming on Sundays, and of an immoderate attachment

to that fatal purfuit at any time. In 1750 appeared The em-
ployment of time, three eflays, 8vo. dedicated to lord Hard-
wicke ; the molt popular of our author's performances, and, on
its original publication, generally afcribed to Gilbert Weft. The
next year, 175 i, produced The Deity's delay in puniihing the

guilty confidered on the principles of reafon, 8vo ; and in 175^,
An anfwer to the queftion, Where are your arguments againft

what you call jewdnefs, if you can make no ufe of the Bible ?

octavo.

Continuing to combat the prevailing vices of the times, he
published in 1757, A letter to an officer of the army on travel-

ling on Sundays, 8vo ; and in the fame year, The ghoft of Er-

nelf, great grandfather of her royal highnefs the princefs dowa-
ger of Wales, with fome account of his life, 8vo. Each of the

above performances contains good fenfe, learning, philanthropy,

and religion, and each of them is calculated for the advantage of

fociety.

The lad work which Dr. Bolton gave the public was not the

lead valuable. It was intituled Letters and crafts on the choice

of company, and other fubjects, 8vo, 1761. This he dedicated

to his early patron lord Hardwicke, to whom he had inferibed

The employment of time, and who at this period was no longer

chancellor. In his addrefs to this nobleman he fays, " An ad-

drefs to your lordfhip on this occafion in the ufual iiyle would as

ill fuit your inclinations as it doth my age and profeflion. We
are both of us on the confines of eternity, and fhould therefore

alike make truth our care, that truth which duly influencing our

practice will be the fecurity of our eternal happinefs.

" Diilinguiihed by my obligations to your lordfhip, I would

be fo by my acknowledgments of them : I would not be thought

to have only then owned them when they might have been aug-

mented. Whatever teftimony I gave of refpecf. to you when in

the higheft civil oihee under your prince, I would exprefs the

fame
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fame when you have refigned it ; and (hew as ftrong an attach-

ment to lord Hardwicke as I ever did to the lord chancellor.
" Receive, therefore, a tribute of thanks, the laft which I am

ever' likely in this manner to pay. But I am haftening to my
grave, with a profpecl which mull be highly pleating to me, un-
lefs divefted of all juft regard to thofe who fuvvive me."
We have already obferved, that Dr. iiolton was originally of

a valetudinarian habit, though he preferved himfelf by tempe-
rance to a confiderable age. In the preface to the work now
under confideration, he fpeaks of the feeble frame he with fo

much difficulty fupported •, and afterwards fays, " My decay is

now fuch, that it is with what 1 write as with what I ail ; I fee

in it the faults which I know not how to amend." He how-
ever furvived the publication of it two years, dying in London,
where he came for Dr. Addington's advice, on the 26th Nov.
1763, and was buried in the porch between the firlfc and fecond

door of the parifh-church of St. Mary, Reading. Since his

death a plain marble has been erected to his memory.
Dr. Bolton was a very tail man", very thin, very brown. He

underftood well, hebrew, greek, latin, fpanifh, italian, and
french. It was a long time before he could prevail on him-
felf to fubfcribe to the ^9 articles for preferment ; but at laft, as

articles of peace, and fo far forth as authorifed by fcripture, he
did ; for it was generally fuppofed he did not approve of all the

athanafian doctrine. He married Mrs. Holmes, a widow-lady,
with whom he lived about 25 years in great domeftic happinefs,

but left no children by her. Befides the feveral performances
already mentioned, he wrote and printed a Vifitation fermon
in the year 1741.
BOLTON or BOULTON (Edmund), an ingenious englifh

antiquary, who lived in the beginning of the xviith century.

His moil confiderable work is intituled Nero Csefar, or Monar-
chic depraved ; an hiftorical work, dedicated to the duke of
Buckingham, lord admiral, printed at London in 1624, folio.

It is adorned with feveral curious and valuable medals, and di-

vided into 55 chapters, infome of which are introduced very cu-
rious obfervations. In the 24th and 25th he gives 3 particular

account of the revolt in Britain againit the Romans, under the

conduct of Boadicea, which he introduces with a recapitulation

of britifh affairs from the fir ft entrance of the Romans under
Julius Ccefar till the revolt in the reign of Nero. The battle in

which Boadicea was defeated he fuppofes to have been fought
on Salifbury plain, between two woods ^ and that Boadicea was
buried in this plain, and Stone-henge or Stonage erecled for her
monument. In chapter 36th he treats of the eaft-india trade

in Nero's time, which was then carried on by the river Nile,

and thence by caravans over land to the Red fca, and thence to

Vol. II. G g the
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the Indian ocean ; the ready coin carried yearly from Romfi
upon this account amounting, according to Pliny's computa-

tion, to above three hundred thoufand pounds Sterling, and the

ufual returns in December or January yielding, in clear gain, an

hundred for one. Befides this he wrote feveral other works [?].

BOLTON (Robert [qJ), born in 1571, was a divine of pu-

ritan principles, very eminent for his piety, and one of the

greater!: fcholars of his time. The greek language was fo fami-

liar to him, that he could fpeak it with almoSt as much facility

as his mother tongue. In 1605, when James I. vifued the uni-

verfity of Oxford, he was appointed by the vice-chancellor to

read in natural philofophy, and difpute before him in the public

fchools. He was generally eSteemed a moil perfuafive preacher,

and as judicious a cafuiSt. His practical writings are numerous.

His book on happinefs, which has gone through many edi-

tions, was the moll celebrated of hrs works. When he lay at.

the point of death, one of his friends, taking him by the hand,

alked him if he was not m great pain ;
" Truly, Said he, the

greatelt pain that I feel is your cold hand ;" and presently ex-

pired, on the 17th Dec. 163 1, aged 60.

BOMBERG (Daniel), a famous printer, born at Antwerp,

and eflablifhed at Venice, died in 1549, got into repute by his

hebrew editions of the bible and the rabbinical books. He ex-

pended the whole of his capital in thefe great works. It is faid

that he kept near a hundred jews to correct or to tranflate them.

It is to him we are indebted for the Talmud in 1 1 vols, folio.

Some have affirmed that he printed books to the amount of four

millions in gold. A high value is fet upon his hebrew bible,

printed at Venice in 1549, 4 vols, folio.

BON de St. Hilaire (Francois Xavier), firSt honorary

president of the chamber of accounts at Montpelier, to the abi-

lities of a magistrate added thofe of a fcholar. The academy of

inscriptions and the royal Societies of London and of Montpelier,

informed of his merit, gave him a fellowfhip among them. This
learned perfonage died in I.761, after having publifhed feveral

works: 1. Memoire fur les Marrons d'Inde, 121T10. 2. Dine:?*

tation fur 1'utilite de la foie des araignees.

BONA (John), a cardinal, famous for piety and learning,

Was defcended from an antient and noble family, and born at

Mondovi, a town in Piedmont, on the 10th 0£t. 1609. He was'

devoted to Solitude, and had a contempt of the world from hii

[p] 1. The life of king Henry II. in merit for writing or reading our hiftorie;.

order to have been inferted in Speed's This piece was publifhed by Dr.Anthoin
dironicle; but as he favoured too much Hall, at the end of Nicolai Triveti anna-

the haughty behaviour of Thomas Becket, lium continuatio, Oxon. 1722, 8vo, ani

another life was written by Dr. Borcham. other little things never publifhed.

-i. Theelements of armories, Lond. 1610, £oJ Grar.ger'sBioj. Hilt. vol. i. p. 365.

4t&. j. Hyperciuiva. 01 a rule of judg*

infancy*
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infancy* At fifteen years of age he betook himfelf to a mona-
{Very near Pignerol, belonging to the begging friars of the order

of St. Bernard; and in 1651 was made general of his order.

Cardinal Fabio Chigi, who was Bona's great friend, and in 1655
chofen pope under the name of Alexander VII. would have had

him to have continued in this office, and ufed fome means to

prevail with him : but Bona preffed fo earneftly to be discharged,

that the pope at length fuffered him to refign it. He did it

however upon this condition, that Bona fhould not depart from

Rome j and, in order to reconcile him to it, gave him feveral

very confiderable places. Clement IX. continued him in thefe

places, conferred upon him new ones, and made a cardinal of

him in Nov* 1669. This pontiff dying foon after, many people

wiflied that Bona might fucceed him in the holy fee ; and a cer-

tain jefuit made the following epigram upon the occauou :

Grammatics leges plerumqtie ecclefia fpernit

;

Forte erit, ut liceat dicere Bona papa.

Vana lbloeciimi ne te conturbet imago :

Eflet papa bonus, li Bona papa foret.

The learned know that thefe lines cannot be tranflated ; and

therefore we hope the englifh reader will excufe it. In the

mean time Bona was not elected pope ; which however could

be no mortification to a man wholly given up to iludy and de-

votion. He was very learned ; held a correfpondence with
mod of the literati in Europe, and was fometimes at the pains.

of revifing and correcting their Works. He was the author of
feveral things himfelf, chiefly written in the devotional way,
which v/ere much efleemed, and have been tranflated mod of
them into french. Bona died as he had lived, with the greateft

tranquillity and piety, aged 65.

BONANNI (Philip), a learned jefuit, died at Rome in

1725, at the age of 87, after having honourably filled different

polls in his order. He has left feveral works of various kinds,

principally turning on natural hiftory, for which he had a pre-

dominant liking. He was engaged in 1698 to put in order the
celebrated cabinet of pere Kircher; and he continued to em-
ploy himfelf in that bufmefs and the augmentation of it till his

death. The chief of his works are, 1. Recreatio mentis et ocu-
li in obfervatione animalium teitaceorum, Romoe, 1684, 4to,

with near 500 figures. He firft compofed this book in Italian,

and it was printed in that language in 1681 in 4to ; he tranflated

it into latin for the benefit of foreigners. 2. Hiltory of the

church of the Vatican ; with the plans both antient and mo-
dern, Rome, 1696, folio, in latin. 3. Collection of the medals
of the popes, from Martin V. to Innocent XII. Rome, 1699, 2

Vols, folio, in latin. 4. Catalogue of the orders, religious, mi-

G g 2 lkary,
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litary, and equeftrian, with plates reprefenting their feveral ha-

biliments, in latin and in italian, Rome, 1706, 1707, 1710, and

171 1, 4 vols. 4to. The plates in particular render this laft

work highly interefting and much in requeft. 5. Obfervationes

eirca viventia in non viventibus, Rome, 1691, 4to. 6. Mufre-

um collegii romani Kircherianum, Rome, 1709, folio. 7. A
treatife on varnilhes, in italian, Paris, 17 1 J a i2mo. 8. Gabi-

netto armnnico, 1723, 4to.

BONARiiLLI Gui Uealdo), an italian count, born at Ur-
bino, Dec. 25, 1563. He brought his talents to great perfection

in France and Italy. The duke of Ferrara entrufted him with

feveral negotiations, in which he difplayed his abilities in po-

litics. His turn for poetry did not manifeft itfelf till late. But

his fir ft eflay, his Filis de Sciro (the handfomeft edition of which

is that of Elzevir, 16.8, in 4to, or that of Glafgow, 1763, 8vo.),

was compared to the Paftor fido, and to the Amynta. There are

few paftorals written with greater art and ingenuity ; but that art

is too diltant from nature, and the ingenuity runs too far into re-

finement. His ihepherds are all courtiers ; his fhepherdefles are

frequently prudes, and their converfations like thofe of the toi-

lette. The author was cenfured for having made Celia, who
has fo great a fhare in the piece, nothing more than an epifo-

dical perfonage. He was Hill more feverely cenfured for giving

her an equally ardent love for two fhepherds at once. He at-

tempted to excufe this defect in a tract written on purpofe j

but that j uftification only fcrved to excite more admiration at

his genius and erudition tlun at his tafte and judgment. We
have likewile fome academical difcourfes of his. He died

Jan. 8, 1608, at the age of 45.
BONAVENTURE (John Fidauza), a celebrated doctor,

cardinal, and faint of the church of Rome, was born in Tuf-
cany, 1221. He was admitted into the order of St. Francis,

about 1243*, and iludied divinity at the univerfity of Paris, it

is faid, with fo much fuccefs, that at the end of feven years he

was thought worthy to read public lectures upon the Sentences.

He was created doctor in 1255, and the year after appointed

general of his order. Pie governed with fo much zeal and pru-

dence, that he perfectly reftored the difcipline of it, which had
been greatly neglected. Pope Clement IV. nominated him to

the archbilhopric of York in England } but Bonaventure refufed

it as earnestly as others ufually feek fuch fort of things. After

the death of Clement the fee of Rome lay vacant almofl three

years, the cardinals not being able to agree among themfelves

who iliould be pope. They came at length, however, to a mod
folemn engagement, to leave the choice to Bonaventure ; and to

elect whoever he fhould name, though it mould be even himfelf.

Bonaventure named Theobald, archdeacon of Liege, who was
at
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it that time in the holy land, and who took the title of Gre-
gory X. By this pope he was made a cardinal and bi{ho,p of

Alba ; and appointed to affift at a general council, which ms
held at Lyons foon after, fie died there in 1274, and was mag-
nificently and honourably conducted to his grave ; the pope and
whole council attending, and the cardinal Peter of Tarantais,

afterwards pope Innocent V. making his funeral oration Six-

tus IV. made a faint ofhim in 482 ; and Sixtus V . a doctor in

1588. Bellarmine hag pronounced Bonaventure a perfon dear

to God and men ; which is nothing near to be wondered at fo

much, as that Luther fhould call him vir prseflantifhmus, a mod;

excellent man. His works were printed at Rome in 1588, in

8 vols, folio. Excepting his commentary upon the mailer of the

Sentences, they are chiefly on pious and myitical fubjecls, and

have gained him the name of the feraphic doctor.

BONAVENTURE of Padua, a cardinal, born in that city in

1332, and defcended from a noble and illuitrious family. He
ftudied divinity at Paris, where he diftinguifhed liimfelf by his

uncommon parts and application. He was of the order of ^t.

Auguftin, of which he was made general in 1377. Pope Ur-
ban VI. gave him a cardinal's cap the year after ; which engag-

ing him to (land up for the rights of the church againfl Francis

de Carrario of Padua, that petty monarch contrived to have him
murdered. He was difpatched with the (hot of an arrow, as he

was palling St. Angelo's bridge at Rome, in 1 386 •, and the man-
ner of his death gave occafion to the following latin diitich,

which cannot be tranflated fo as to be intelligible to an englilh

reader :

Quae bona tarn enpide coelo ventura rogabas,

In te livoris mifia fagitta dedit.

He was the author of feveral works : as, Commentaries upon
the epiftles of St. John and St. James, lives of the faints, fermons,

Speculum Maria?, &c. He had a very clofe and intimate friend-

Ihip with the celebrated Petrarch, whofe funeral oration he pro-

nounced in the year 1369.
BOND (John), a celebrated commentator and grammarian,

born in Somerfetfhire in 1550. He was educated at Winchef-
ter fchool, and in 1 569 was entered a fludent at New college in

Oxford, where he became highly efteemed for his academical

learning. In 1579 he took the degree of M. A. and foon after

the warden and fellows of his college appointed him mailer of

the free-fchool of Taunton in Somerfetfliire. Here he continued

many years, and feveral of his fcholars became eminent both in

church and ilate. Being at length, however, tired with the fatigue

of this irkfome employment, he turned his thoughts to the fludy

of phytic, and pra&ifed it with great reputation. He died at

G g 3 Taunton
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Taunton the 3d of Augufl: 161 2, and was burled in the chancel
of the church, with the following epitaph over his grave j

Qui medicus doftus, prudentis nomine clarus,

Eloquii fplendor, Picridumque decus,

Virtutis cultor, pietatis vixit amicus,

Hie jacet in tumulo ; fpiritus alta tenet.

Mr. Bond has left Annotationes in poemata Qumtii Horatii,

Lond.1606, 8vo. Han. 1621, 8vo. His Perfius was not printed

till two years after his death, in 8vo. under the following title,

Auli Periii Flacci Satyrs fex, cum pofthumis commentariis Jo-
liannis Bond. Mr. Wood is of opinion that, befides thefe, he
wrote feveral other pieces, which were never publifned.

BONET (Theophilus), a famous medicinal writer, born at

Geneva in 1620. He took his degree in phyfic in 1643, after

he had gone through moil; of the famous univerfities. He was
for fome time phyfician to the duke of Longueville, and fkill in

his profeffion got him confiderable practice ; but, being feized

with an exceflive deafnefs, was obliged to retire from bufinefs.

In this retirement he found leifure to collect all the obfervations

he had made during a practice of forty years. I. The firfl work
he publifhed wass Pharos medicorum, &c. It confifts of practi-

cal cautions extracted chiefly from the works of Ballonius ; and
he notes many errors which prevailed among!! the generality of
phyficians. He gave another edition of it with many additions.

It was alfo printed at Geneva in 1687, under the title of Laby-
rinthi medici extricati, &c. 2. In 1675 he publifhed Prodro-

mus anatomise practice, five de abditis morborum caufis, &c.
This piece is part of the following, intituled, 3. Sepulchretum,
five anatomia pradtica ex cadaveribus morbo denatis. He has col-

lected in this work a great number of curious obfervations upon
the difeafes of the head, breait, belly, and other parts of the body.

4. Mercurius Compitalius, five index medico-practicus per deci-

fjonesj, cautiones, 8fc. Geneva, 1682, foh <;. Medicina Septen-

trionalis collatitia, Geneva, fol. in two volumes ; the firft pub-
lifhed in 1684, and the fecond in 1686. It is a collection of the

bed and mofl remarkable obfervations in phyfic which had been
made in England, Germany, and Denmark, which our author

has reduced into certain heads, according to the feveral parts of

the human body. 6. Polyalthes, five Thefaurus medica practi-

cus ex quibuflibet rei medicse Cjpriptoribus congeftus, &c. Ge-
neva, 1691, in folio, 3 vols. 7. Theodori Tuxqueti de M"»erne
^radtatus de arthritide, una cum ejufdem aliquot confiliis. 8. Ja-
ccoi iohaulti tractatus phyficus e gallico in latinumverfus, Ge-r

neva, 1675, Svo.

Dr. Bonet died of a dropfy the 29th ofM arch 1689.
BONFADIUS (James), a very polite writer of the xvith cen-

tury, was born in Italy, near $he lake di Garda, but we do not

knovy
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fcftow In what year. He was three years fecretary to cardinal

Bari at Rome ; but loft the fruits of his fervices by the death of

his matter. He then ferved cardinal Glinucci in the fame ca-

pacity ; but long iicknefs made him incapable of that employ-

ment. When he was recovered, he found himfelf fo difgufted

with the court, that he refolved to feek his fortune by other

means. He continued a good while in the kingdom of Naples,

but, fpringing no game there, he went to Padua, and then to

Genoa ; where he read public le£tures on Ariftotle's politics.

He was ordered to read fome likewife upon his rhetoric ; and,

fucceeding well in it, many fcholars flocked to learn good lite-

rature from him. His reputation increafed daily, fo that the

republic of Genoa made him their hiftoriographer, and affigned

him a handfome penfion for that office. lie applied himfelf la-

boriouCy to compofe the annals of that ftate, and publifhed the

Iivjc firtt books ; by which, fpeaking too freely and too fatirically

of fome families, he created himfelf enemies who refolved to

rain him. They caufed it to be laid to his charge, that, infti-

gated by an inordinate paflion for a very handfome youth, his

fcholar, he gratified his unnatural inclinations with him : and

there being witnefles to convict him of it, he was condemned to

be burnt. Some have fufpecled Eonfadius to have been inno-

cent, and that the fole caufe of his perfecution was the freedom

of his pen : but that does not feem to have been the cafe. The
generality of writers have agreed that Bonfadius was guilty j

yet are of opinion, that he had never been accufed, if he had

not given offence by fomething elfe. It is remarkable, that the

famous Boccalini has blamed Bonfadius for his folly and impru-

dence, in touching the characters of potent families, and lias

made him to be jultly puniftied on that account [r] : but, as

Mr. Bayle well frbferves, a man knows the maxims of prudence

better than he can praciife them ; for it is univerfally believed,

that Boccalini himfelf loft his life for having fpoken too freely

againft Spain.

Bonfadius was executed in 1560. Upon the day of his exe-

cution he wrote a note to John Baptift Grimaldi, to teftify his

gratitude to the perfons who had endeavoured to ferve him, and

promifed to inform them, how he found himfelf in the otheir

world, if it could be done without frightening them. Such
p.romifes have been often made ; but we have never heard that

any of them were performed. He recommended to them his

nephew Bonfadius, who is perhaps the Peter Bonfadius, author

of fome verfes extant in the Qareggiamento poetico del confufo

academico ordito. It is a collection of verfes, divided into

eight parts, and printed at Venice in the year 161 1, There are

extant fome fpeeches,- letters, latin and kalian poems, of James

Bonfadius, the fubject. of this article.

[b1 BjiCcalin Ragtime!! di ParnafToj cent, i. c. 36.
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BONFINIUS (Anthony), an hiftorian of the xvth century,

born at Afcoli in Italy. Mathias Corvin, king of Hungary,
having heard of his abilities and learning, lent for him to his

court. Bonfinius paid his refpecls to him at Rees, a few days

before that prince made his public- entry into Vienna. At his

firft audience, as he himfelf tells us, he prefented him with his

tranflations of Hermogenes and Hercdian, and his genealogy of

the Corvins, which he dedicated to his majefty; and two other

works addrefled to the queen, one of which treated of vir-

ginity and conjugal ch.aft.ity, and the other a hiftory of Afcoli.

He had dedicated alfo a little collection of epigrams to the young
prince John Corvin, to which there is added a preface. The
king read his pieces with great pleafure, and diltributed them
among his courtiers in high terms of approbation. He would
not allow him to return to Italy, but detained him with a good
penfion, being defirous that he mould follow him in his army.

He employed him to write the hiftory of the Huns, and Bonfi-

nius accordingly fet about it before the death of this prince •, but

it was by order of king Uladiflaus that he wrote the general

hiftory of Hungary. He has carried it down to the year 1495.
The original of this work was depofited in the library of Buda,

but was never publifhed. In 1 543 one Martin Brenner pub-
lifhed thirty books of this work from an imperfect copy. The
whole confifted of forty-five books, which Sanbucus publifhed

in 1568, revifed and collated with the belt copies. Bonfinius is

iuppofed to have died in Hungary.
BONFRERIUS (James), a jefuit, born at Dinan in the prin-

cipality qf Liege, in 1573- and died at Tournai, March 9, 1643,
aged 70. He wrote, 1. Pradoquia in totam fcripturam facram,

Antwerp, 1625, folio, much efteemed by the papifts. 2. Ono-
mafticon of the towns and places mentioned in fcripture ; a

work of profound erudition, Paris, 1631, folio. Both thefe

works are to be found in the Menochjus of pere Tournemine.

3. A commentary on the Pentateuch, Antwerp, 1625, folio.

4. Commentaries on almoft all the books of fcripture. Dupin
praiies them on account of their perfpicuity and method, and
that jufl precifion equally remote from extreme brevity and tire-

fome prolixity. All thefe works are in latin.

BONGAR$ (James), a diftinguiflied perfon, was born at

Orleans in 1554; and ftudied at Strafburg in 1571, where he
had an anabaptift for his tutor : for he was of the proteflant

religion. In x 576, he ftudied the civil law under the celebrated

Cujacius : neverthelefs he followed the prevailing tafte of thofe

times, which was critical learning; and though, , fays Bayle, he
went not fo far as the Lipfiufes and Cafaubons, yet he acquired

great reputation by it, and perhaps would have equalled them
in it, if he could have devoted himfelf wholly to it, as they did.

But Hate affairs did not permit him. He was employed, near

30 years
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30 years in the moft important negotiations of Henry IV. for

whom he was feveral times refident with the princes of Ger-
many, and afterwards ambaffador. However, he pubiifhed a

good edition of Juftin at Paris, 1581, in 8vo. where he (hewed
his fagacity, his learning, his care in confultir.g good manu-
fcripts, by the many corrupted paffages he reitored, and the

many difficulties he cleared in the notes. He had a vail know-
ledge of books, both manuicript and printed ; and made a very

great collection of them, .'efides an edition of Juftin, he v is

the author of other works ; which, if they did not fliew his

learning fo much, have fpread his fame a great deal more.

Thuanus highly commends an anfwer, which he publilhed in

Germany, to a piece, wherein the bad fuccefs of the expedition

of the year 1587 was imputed to the French, who accompanied

the Germans. The world is indebted to Bongars for the pub-*

lication of feveral authors, who wrote the hiitory of ttie expe-

ditions into Paleiline. That work is intituled, Gefta Dei per

Francos; and was printed at Hanaw in 161 1, in. two volumes

folio. There are letters of Bongars, written during his employ-

ments, which are much elteemed ; and upon which Mr. Bayle

has the following note :
" Though he did not, like Bembo and

Manucius, reject: all terms that are not in the belt roman au-

thors, yet his ftyle is fine, clear, polite, and full of natural

charms. His letters we^re tranflated, when the dauphin began
to learn the latin language-, and it appears by the epi file dedi-

catory to that young prince, and by the tranflator's preface, that

nothing was thought more proper for a fcholar of quality, than

to read this work of Bongars : becaufe, by reading it, a man,
learns at the fame time to exprefs himfeif in noble terms about

ftate affairs, and to judge well oi the conduct of an ambaffador.

Not only words and phrafes are to be learnt by it, but alfo the

courfe of affairs of thofe times ; and many particular facts,

which (till have fome relation to the prefent time, and may
be of greater ufe than any thing to be found in Cicero's letters."

Bongars died at Paris in 1612, when he was 58 years of age :

and the learned Cafaubon, whofe letters (hew that he was ex-

tremely obliged to him, anil-that he efteemed him much, laments

in one of them, that " the funeral honours, which were due
to his great merit, and which he would infallibly have received

from the learned in Germany, were not yet paid him at Pa-
ris [s]." Mr. Bayle thinks that Bongars was never married :

yet tells us, that he was to have been, in 1597, to a french lady,

who had the misfortune to die upon the very day appointed for

the wedding, after a courtfhip of near lix years. This Bongar3
fpeaks of in his letters ; from which we learn alfo, that he was
exceedingly afflicted at it.

'

fs] Epift. 69S. edit. i5c6.
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BONIFACIO (Balthazar), a learned Venetian, arcltS

p-refbyter of Rovigo, archdeacon of Trevifa, and at length biihop

of Capo d'Ulria, had originally been profeffor of law at Padua.

To him is owing the inititution of the academies of Padua and
Trevifa for the young nobility. This prelate died in 1659,

75 years old, leaving fevcral works in profe and verfe : I. Latin.

poems, 1619, in i6to. 2. Hiftoria Trevigiana, 4to. 3. Hiltoria

ludicra, 165^, 4to. A diver fified and interelling erudition is

Eianifeft in thefe hiftories.

BONJOUR (Guijxaume), an auguftine monk, born at Tou«
loufe, in 1670, was called to Rome by cardinal Noris in 1695.

Clement XI. honoured him with his efteem, and employed him
on feveval occafions. This pope having formed a congregation

for the purpofe of examining liricldy the Gregorian calendar, pere

Ikmjour furnifhed them with excellent materials for their un-

dertaking. This learned monk died in China 1714, whither

he had gone for propagating popery. Pie was deeply verlet} in

the oriental languages, and efpecially in that of the Cophtes.

lie publiihed, 1. Differtatio^s on the fcripture. 2. Differtations

on the cophtic monuments insthe library of the Vatican, &c.
BONNEFONS (John), lak Bonnefonius, a latin poet,

born in 1 554, at Clermont in Awvergne, and filled the poft of

lieutenant-general of Bar-fur-Seine. His Pancharis, and his

phaleucic verfes, in the ftyle of Catullus, are, of all modern
performances, the neareft to the graces, the eafy pencil, the

delicacy and foftnefs of that ancient po<# La Bergerie has

tranflated the Pancharis into french verfe^ery inferior to the

latin. The poems of Bonnefons are at the end of thofe of

Beza, in the edition of that author given, at Paris by harbou,

1757, i2mo. There is alfo one of London, J720 and 1727,
121110. Bonnefons died in 1614, leaving a Ion, who likewife

cultivated fuccefsfully latin poetry.

BONNER (Edmund), biihop of London, was the fon of

an honeft poor man, and born at Hanley in Worcefterfhire.

He was maintained at fchool by an anceltor of Nicholas Lechr

more, Efq. a baron of the exchequer in the reign of king Wih-
liam ; and in 1 5 1 2, he was entered at Broadgate-hall in Oxford,

now Pembroke college "t]. On June 12, 1519, he was ad-

mitted bachelor of the canpn, and the day following bachelor

of the civil law. He entered into orders about the fame time ;

and on the 12th of July 1 525, was created doclor of the canon

lew. lie was a man of learning, but diitinguifhed himlelf

chiefly by his fkill and dexterity in the management 'of affairs.

This made him be taken notice of by cardinal Wolfey, who

[t] Strypc's Ann. of the Reform, vol. ii. edit. 1725. fol. P-_"75. Wood's Fafti,

•»1. i.

appointed
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Appointed him his commiiTary for the faculties ; and he was
with this prelate at Cawood, when he was arrefled for high
treafon. He enjoyed at once the livings of Blaydon and Cherry
Burton in Yorkfhire, Ripple in Worcefterfhire, Eaft Dereham
in Norfolk, and the prebend of Chifwick in the cathedral

church of St. Paul: but the laft be refigned in 1539, an ^ Eaft

Dereham in 1540. He was inilalled archdeacon of Leicefter,

October 17, 1535 [uj.

After the cardinal's death, he got into the good graces of
king Henry VIII. who appointed him one of his chaplains ; and
he was a promoter of the king's divorce from queen Catherine
of Spain, and of great ufe to his majelly in abrogating the pope's

fupremacy [x]. He was alio in high favour with lord Crom-
well, fecretary of Hate, by whofe recommendation he was em-
ployed as ambaffador at feveral courts [y]. In 1532, he
was fent to Rome, along with fir Edward Karne, to excufe king

Henry's perfonal appearance upon the pope's citation. In 1 533>
he was again fent to Rome to pope Clement VII. then at

Marfeilles, upon the excommunication decreed againft king
Henry VIII. on account of his divorce ; to deliver that king's

appeal from the pope to the next general council. He executed
the order of his mailer in this affair with fo much vehemence
and fury, that the pope talked of throwing him into a caldron
of melted lead •, whereupon he thought proper to make his

efcape. He was employed likewife in other embafiies to the

kings of Denmark and France, and the emperor of Germany [z].

In 1538, being then ambaffador in France, he was nominated
to the bilhopric of Hereford, Nov. 27 ; but before confecration,

he was tranflated to London.
At the time of the king's death \n 1547, Bonner was am-

fu]
Wood's Athenae, edit. 1721, vol. i. it was) both to beare my true hart agai*

x J Ibid. unto your lordfhippe, and alioremembrinj

[y] It was to him he chiefly owed His fuche kindnes, to do unto the fame all

preferments and dignities, as he aclcnow- fuch fervice and pleafure as might then
ledges in the following letter to that lord, lie ray fmall power to do. But where, of

written from Blois in France, 2d Sept. your infinite and inellimable goodnes, it

1^38. " My very lingular elpecial good hath further liked you of late, fiifl to ad-
lord, as qne mod bounden, I moft humbly vance me unto the office of legation front

commende me unto your honourable good fuch a prince as my fovereign lord is, unto)

lordfhip. And whereas in times palled, the emperor and french king, and next

it hath liked the fame, without any my after to procure and obtayne mine ad-
defertes or meiites, even only of your vauncement to fo honourable a promotion
lingular exceeding goodnes, to bellowa great as the bifhoprike of Herreford : I mult
de.de of love, benevolence, and good a f- here knowledge the exceeding greatnes of
fedtion upon me fopoore a man, and of fo your lotdfhippe's benefits, with mine own
imall qualities, exp; effing indeede fondry imbecillitie to recomrence it." John
ways the good offectes thereof to my great Foxe's Adts and Monuments, edit. J583,,

preferment : I was very much bounde there- vol.ii. p. 1088.

by unto your honourable good lordfliippe, [2] Burnet's Hill, of the Rcforai.

ftfld thought it always my dutie (as hideei vol, 1. 2d edit. 168 1, p. 120.

baiD.do.r



460 BONNER.
baffador with the emperor Charles V.; and though during Henry's

reign he appeared fo zealous againft the pope, and had concurred

in all the iicps taken to abrogate his fupremacy, yet this feems
to have been owing to his ambition, becuufe he knew it to be
the readieft way to preferment ; for he was a papift in his

heart, as became evident from his fubfequent conduct. On
the r ft of September 1547, not many months after the acceffion

of Edward VI. he ferupled to take an oath, to renounce and
deny the biihop of Rome, and to fwear obedience to the

king, and entered a proteftation againft the king's injunction

and homilies. For this behaviour he was committed to the

Fleet; but, having fubmitted and recanted his proteftation, was
releafed. He now indeed complied outwardly with the fteps

taken to advance the Reformation, but ufed privately all means
in his power to obftru£t it. After the lord Thomas Seymour's
de2th, he appeared greatly renin's in putting the court orders

in execution, particularly that relating to the ufeof the common
prayer book ; for which he v\ as feverely reproved by the privy

council [a]. He feemed thereupon to redouble his diligence :

but ftill, through his remiffnefs in preaching, and his connivance

at the mafs in feveral places, many people in his dioccfe being

obferved to withdraw from the divine fervice, and communion,
he was accufed of neglect in the execution of the king's orders.

He was fummoned before the privy council on the nth of

Auguft, when, after a reproof for his negligence, he was en-

joined to preach the Sunday three weeks after at,Paul's crofs,

on certain articles delivered to him [_b] ; and alfo to preach

there

[a] In a letter they wrote to him July

23, 1 ^49, wherein, among other things,

they tell him.—That " ore unilorme

order for common prayer and adminiftra-

tion of the facraments having been fet

forth, whereby much idolatry, vayne fu-

perftition- and great and flanderous abufes

be taken away ; it was no finall occafion

of forrow to them, to underhand by the

complaints of many, that the faid book,

remained, in many places of the realm,

either not known at all, or not ufed, orat

the leaft ve y feld >m, and in a light and

irreverent manner. The fault whereof
(add they) we mull impute to you, and
pthers of your vocation " In the conclu-

sion they tell him—" Ifwe fhall hereafter

(thefe our letters and commandments not-

withftanding) have efifr-oties complaint,

and find the like faults in your diocefe,

we fhai! have juft caufe to impute the

feult thereof, and of all that enfue there !,

unto you ; and consequently be occafipned

thereby to fee otherwyfe to the redrefle of

thtle things, whereof we would be for;-.

And therefore we do eftfoones charge and

command you upon your allegiance, to

loke well upon your dutie herein, as

ye tender our pleafure." Fox, as above,

p. 1 ;o;.

[b] They were as follow : I. That all

fuch as rebel! againll their prince, get

unto them damnation ; and thofe that re-

fill the higher power, refill the ordinaunces

of God ; and he that dteth therefore in

rebellion, by the woorde of Gcde is ut-

terly damned, and fo lofeth bodye and

fonle. And therefore thofe rebelles in

D^vpnlhire and Cornwall, in Norfolke, or

elfewhere, who take upon them to aifem-

ble a povver and force againft their king

and prince, againft the laws and flatutes

of the realme, and goe about to fubvertc

the (late and order i t the commonwealth,
not only do deferve death, as traytors and
rebels, but do accumulate to themlelves

eternal damnation, even to be in the burn-
ing fire of hell, with Lucifer the father

and lull author of pride, difoSedier.ee,

and rebellion, what pretence foever they

have,
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there once a quarter for the future, and be prefent at every

fermon preached there, and to celebrate the communion in

that church on all the principal feafts : and to abide and keep
refutence in his houfe in London, till he had licence from the

council to depart el le where [cj. On the day appointed for his

preaching, he delivered a fermon to a crowded audience on
the points afligned to him. But he entirely omitted the laft

article, the king's royal power in his youth ; for which con-
tempt he was complained of to the king by John Hooper, after-

wards bifhop of Worcefter: whereupon arehbifhop Cranmer,
bifhop Ridley, fir William Petre, and fir Thomas Smith, iecre-

taries of ftate, and William May, LL. D. and dean of St. Paul's,

were appointed commilFioners to proceed againft. him. Appear-
ing before them feveral days in September, he was, after a long
trial, committed to the Marfhalfea ; and towards the end of
October deprived of his bifhopric.

On the acceflion of queen Mary, Bonner had an opportunity

of fhewing himfelf in his proper colours •, he was reftored to his

bifhopric, by a commiflion read in St. Paul's cathedral the 5th
of September 1553. In 1554, he was made vicegerent, and
prefident of the convocation, in> the room of arehbifhop Cran-
mer, who was committed to the Tower. The fame year he
vifited his diocefe, in order to root up all the feeds of the Re-
formation, and behaved in the mofl furious and extravagant

manner ; at Hadham, he was excefhvely angry becaufe the

bells did not ring at his coming, that the rood loft was not
decked, nor the facrameut hung up. He fwore and raged in the

have, and what maffes or holy water plefed God h long as thefe before fpoken
foever they pretende, to go about to make inwarde things be there. If any man fhall

among themfelves ; as Chore, Dathan, ufe the old rites, and therefore difobey the
and Abiion, for rebellion againft Mofes, fuperior power, the devotion of his cere-

were fwallowed down alive into hell, monies is made nought by his difobedience;
although they pretended to facrifice unto fo that which els (fo long as the law did
God. fo ftand) might be good, by pride and dif-

2. Likewife in the order of thechurche obedience nowe is made nought,
and externe rites and ceremonies of di- 3. Furthermore ye fhai for example, on
yine fervice, for fo muehe as God recjuireth Sonday come feventh night after the afore-

humility of hearts, innocence ot living, faid date, celebrate the comunion at Paules
knowledge of him, charity and love to church.
our neighbours, and obedience te his 4. Ye (hall a!fo fet foorth in your fer-

worde and to his minifters and fuperioure mon, that our authoritie of royal power is

powers, thefe" we muft bring to all our (as of truth it is] of no leffe authoritie

prayers, to all our fervice; and this is and force in this our young age, than is,

the facrifice that Chrift required:, and or was of any of our piedecellbrs, though
thefe be thofe that makes all things plea- the fame were much elder, as may appeare
faunt unto God. The externe rites and by example of Jofias, and other young
ceremonies be but exercifes of our religion, kings in fcripture ; and therefore all our
and appointable by fuperior powers, in fubjeiftes to be no lefs bound to the obe-
choofing whereof we muft obey the ma- dienee of our preceptes, lawes and ftatutes,

giftiates ; the whyche, things alfo we do than if we were of thirty or forty years of
fee ever hath beene and fhal be (as the age. Fox. ib. p. 13 10, 1-311.

time and place is) divers, and yetal hath [c] Fox, p. 1304, 1305.

church
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church at Dr. Bricket, the rector, and, calling him knave awl
heretic, went to ftrike at him ; but the blow fell upon fir

Thomas Jofcelyn's ear, and almofl {tunned him. He fet up
the mafs again at St. Paul's, before the adt for reftoring it was
pafled. The fame year, he was in commiffion to turn out

fome of the reformed bifhops. In 1555, aid the three follow-

ing years, he was the occafion of feveral hundreds of innocent

perfons being put to death, for their firm adherence to the

protectant religion. On the 14th of February 1555-6, he came
to Oxford (with Thirlby bifhop of Ely), to degrade archbifhop

Cranmer, whom he ufed with great infolence. The 29th of

December following he was put into a Commiffion to fearch and
raze all regifters and records containing profeitions againft the

pope, fcrutinies taken in religious houfes, &c. And the 8th

of February 1556-7, he was alio put in another commiffion,

or kind of inquifition, for fearching after and punifhing all

heretics [d].

Upon queen Elizabeth's acceffion, things took a different

turn. Bonner went to meet her at Highgate, with the reft of

the bifhops ; but fhe looked en him as a man ftained with blood,

and therefore could fhew him no mark of her favour. For fome
months he remained unmolefted ; but being called before the

privy council on the 30th of May 1559, he refufed to take the

oath of allegiance and fupremacy : for which reafon he was de-
prived a fecond time of his bifhopric the 29th of June following,

and committed to the Marfhalfea. After having lived in con-
finement fome years, he died September 5, 1569 [e]. Three days
after he was buried at midnight, in St. George's church-yard,
Southwark, to prevent any disturbances that might have beeri

made by the citizens, who hated him extremely. He had ftood
excommunicated feveral years, and might have been denied
chriftian burial ; but no advantage was taken thereof. As to
his character, he was a violent, furious, and pailionate man,
and extremely cruel in his nature ; in his perfon he was^ver^
fat and corpulent [fj. He was a great matter of the

law, being excelled in that faculty by very few of his timdBfuil
alfo was well {killed in politics, but underftood little of dilmityj

Several pieces were publifhed under his name[Gl.
BON-

[d] Burnet, as above, p. 341. to the reader, and a poftfeript. Roan,
[e] Wood, obi fupra, col. 16 . 1555, 8vo. It is alio inferred in

J.
Fox's

[fJ Fox, ib. book of martyrs. la the preface Bonner

[gJ They are as follow : i. Preface to fpeaks much in favour of king Henry
the Oration of Stephen Guidinej, billiop the Vlllth's marriage with Ann Boleyn,
of Winchefter, Concerning true obedience, and againlt the tyranny exercifed by the
Printed at London, in latin, 1,34, 1535, bifhop of Rome in this'kingdom. 2.Se-
and at Hamburgh in 15^6, 8vo. Tranjj veral letters to (he loid Cromwell. 5. A
lated into englifh by Michael Wood, a declaration 10 lord Cromwell, defenbing
zealous proteftant, with a bittei preface to bin-; the evil behaviour of Stephen

<j (bifhojj
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BONNEVAL (Claudius Alexander de), cdtant, known
in the latter part of his life by the name of Ofman Rafhaw, de-
fended from a family related to the blood royal of France, en-
tered himfelf at the age of 16, in the fervice of that crown, and
married the daughter of Marfhal de Biron. He made the cam-
paign in Flanders in 1690, but foon after left the french army,
and entered into the imperial fervice under prince Eugene
who honoured him with an intimate friendfhip. The intrigues
of the marquis de Prie, his inveterate enemy, ruined his credit
however at the court of Vienna, and caufed him to be bammed
the empire. He then offered his fervice to the republic of Ve-
nice, and to Ruflja \ which being declined, his next tender was
to the Grand Signior, who gladly received him : it was ftipu-

lated that he mould have a body of 30,000 men at his difpofal

;

that a government fhould be conferred on him, with the rank;

of bafhaw of three tails ; a falary of 10,000 afpers a day, equal
to 45,000 livres a year ; and that in cafe of a war, he mould be
commander in chief. The firft expedition he engaged in after

his arrival at Conftantinople, was to quell an infurrecStion in
Arabia Petraea, which he happily effected ; and at his return,
had large offers made him byKouli Khan, but he did not choofe
to accept them. Some time after, he commanded the Turkifh
army againit the emperor, over whofe forces he gained a victory
on the banks of the Danube. But fuccefs does not always pro-
tect a perfon againft difgrace ; for Bonneval, notwithstanding
his fervice, was firft imprifoned, and then banifhed to the ifland

of Chio. The fultan however continued his friend :. and the

#

(bifhop of Winchefter), with fpecial caufes

therein contained, wherefore, and why,
be mifliked of him. 4. Letter of his about

the proceedings at Rome concerning the

king's divorce trom Catherine of Arragoa.

5. An admonition and advertifement given

by the bilhop of London to all readers of

th* bible in the engiifh tongue. 6. Injunc-

tive given by Bonner, bilhop of London,

to -his clergy (about preaching, with the

iTames^ books prohibited. 7. Letter to

I Mr. Lech more. 8. Refponfum & exhor-
'
tatio. Lond. 1^5?, Svo. Anfwer and
exhortation to the clergy in praife of prieft-

hood : fpoken by the author in St. Paul's

cathedral, the t 6th October 1^5^, after

a fermon preached before the clergy, by

John Harpeiiidd. 9 A letter to Mr.
Lechmore, 6th September 1 - C5 . ro.

Articles to be enquired of in the general

vilitation of Edmund bilhop of London,
txerciied by him in the year r;jj., in the

city and diocefe of Loudon, &c. To ri-

dicule them, John Bole, bilhop of OiVory.

wrote i bo#k> intituled, A declaration of

Edmond Bonner's articles, concerning the
clergy of London diocefe, whereby that
execrable anti-chrilt is in his right colours
revealed. 1554, and 1561. Svo. n. A
profitable and neceffary doctrine, con-
taining an expofition on the Creed, feven
Sacraments, ten Commandments, the
Hater Nofter, Ave Maria, with certain

homilies adjoining thereto, for the iii-

fbuction and information of the diocefe of
London. Lond. 1

1; 54-5, 4to. This book
was drawn up by his chaplains John
Harpesheld and Henry Pendleton ; the
former part of it, which is catechifm, is

molrly taken out of the Inftitution of a
chrilten man, fet out by king Henry VIII.
only varied in fome points, iz. Several
letters, declarations, arguing?, difputes,

&c. of liis are extant in John Foxe's book
ol martyrs, vol. laft. 13. His objeftions

againit the procefs of Robert Horn, hifhop
ot Winchester, who had tendered the oath
of fupremacy to him a fecond time, are
preferved by Mr. Strype m his Annals of
the reformation.

even^g
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evening before his departure made him bafhaw general or ifiS

Archipelago, which, with his former appointment of beglerbeg

of Arabia, rendered him one of the moil powerful perfons in

the Ottoman empire. In this ifland, he found a retirement

quite agreeable to his wifhes ; but did not long enjoy it, being

fent for back, and made topigi or matter of the ordnance, a poft

of great honour and profit. He died in this employment, aged

75, in 1747 : and wrote the memoirs of his own life.

BONOSUS, known in church hiftory as the heretical bifhop

of Naifius in Dacia, though fome authors fay of Snrdica, the

metropolis of that province. In 391, he was accufed of crimes

againft the canons of the church and the law of God, and was
reported for herefy at the council of Capua, which met the latter

end of that year. The particulars of his- crimes cannot now be
known, but his herefy may be gathered from St. Auguftin and
St. Ambrofe. He had, before, been condemned by Damafus,
bifhop of Rome, who died A. D. 384. The council of

Capua committed the hearing of his caufe to the bifhops of Me-
codon, his neighbours, under their metropolitan Anyfius, bifhop

of Thcfialonica. The bifhops affembled, agreeably to the order

of the council, and Eonofus appeared before them j but they

were fo well convinced of the truth of the charge, that they

immediately fufpended him from all epifcopal functions ; at the

fame time writing a letter to Syricius bifhop of Rome, declaring

their abhorrence of the deteftable error, that the virgin Mary
jhould have other children than Chrijl. Bonofus died A. D. 410;
but his doctrine did not die with him, being maintained by

fome 200 years after his death. Pope Gregory makes mention

of them the latter end of the vith century.

BONTEKOE (Cornelius), a dutchman, phyfician to the

elector of Brandebourg,*and profefTor at Frankfort on the Oder,

died in the flower of his age, left a treatifc on tea, and ano-

ther on the cli.nailerical year. Both the one and the other

were tran dated into french in 1690, 2 vol. i2mo. His works

were publifhed at Amilerdam 1689, 4to.

BONFEMS (Madame), born at Paris in 17 18, died in the

fame city April 18, 1768, aged 50, had received from nature a

good underftanding, and an excellent tafte, which were culti-

vated by a fuitable education. She pofTefTed the foreign lan-

guages) and was miftrefs of all the delicate turns of her own.

It is to her that the French are indebted for the translation,

not lefs accurate than elegant, of Thomfon's Seafons, 1759,
i2mo. Madame Bontems had an amiable and feletl fociety

that frequented her houfe. Though fhe had a great talent for

wit, fhe only made ufe of it for difplaying that of others. She

was not lefs eftcemed for the qualities of her heart than thofe

of her mind.
BON-
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BONT1US (Gerard), profeiTor in medicine at the univerfity

of Leyden in the latter part of the xvith century, was a man of
profound erudition, and well verfed in the greek language. He
was born at Ryfwick, a fmall village of Guelderland, and died

at Leyden, Sept. 15, 1599, 63 years old. Bootius is the in-

ventor of a compofition of pills, which, from his name, are

called Pilulre tartarese Bontii. The Dutch for a long time kept

this compofition a fecret ; but they have been analyfed by the

induflry of fome phyficians, and the ingredients are now well

known.
BONWICKE (Ambrose), a nonjuring clergyman of great

piety and learning, fon of the rev. John Bonwicke [h], rector

of Mickleham in Surrey, was born April 29, 1652, and educated

at Merchant Taylors fchool ; he was elected to St. John's col-

lege, Oxford, in 1668, where he was appointed librarian in

1670; B. A. 1673; M. A. March 18, 1675-, was ordained

deacon May 2r, 1670; prieil, June 6 (Trinity funday), 1680;
proceeded B. D. July 21, 1682 ; and was elected mafter of

Merchant Taylors fchool June 9, 1686. In 1689, tne college

of St. John's petitioned the Merchant Taylors Company, that

he might continue mailer of the fchool (which is a nurfery for

their college) for life ; but, at chriftmas 1691, he was turned

out for refufing to take the oath of allegiance, and was after-

wards for many years mafter of a celebrated fchool at Headley,

near Leatherhead in Surrey, where he had at one time the

honour of having the poet Fenton for his ufher, and Bowyer
(who was afterwards the learned printer) for a fcholar [1].

BOODT (Anselm von) Boetius, phylician to the em-
peror Rodolph, died about 1660, got into reputation by a latin

tract now very fcarce, intituled, The complete jeweller, or the

hiflory of precious itones ; printed by Andrew Toll, with

notes. Leyden 1646 and 1647.

BOOKER (John) [kJ, was bred a haberdafher, but quitted

this employment and followed that of a writing mailer at liadley

in Middlesex. He in a few years rendered himfelf fo emi-

nent, that he was appointed licenfer of mathematical books,

under which were included all thofe that related to the celeltial

fciences. Lilly tells us, that he once thought him the greatelt

aflrologer in the world \ but it appears that he afterwards funk
v

[h] Anecdotes of Bowyer by Nichols, piety and goodnefs, may be fcen in the

p. 14. work whichl furr.ifhes this article. A copy

f_r] Mr. Nichols has in MS. a curious of'his verfes, whilft fellow of St. John's,

correfpondence ofMr. Bonwicke withMr. is printed in jii Oxford collection, on lii*

Elechvnden, on occafion of his ejection death of- king, Charles II. 1605. By his

from the Merchant Taylors fchool, with wife
(
'Eiizii^cth Stubbs) Mr. Bonwicke had

many of his college excrcifes, and ietleis twelve children;

to his father. Some letters, which coi.- [k] Grainger's Biog. Hift. vol. iii.

Vey an admirable idea of his uaa.ftecT'ed p- 1*7.

Vot. II, H k irj



4
'66 BOOTH.

in his efteem, and that he thought himfelf a much greater man.
We are told by the fame author, that " he had a curious fancy

in judging of thefts, and as fuccefsful in refolving love queftions,"

which was a capital branch of his trade. George Wharton, who
was formerly one of his aftrological friends, had a great quarrel

with him, which occafioned his publifhing " Mercurio-ccelico

Maftix; or an Anticaveatto all fuch as have heretoforehad themif-

fortune to be cheated and deluded by that great and treacherous

impoftor John Booker ; in an anfwer to his frivolous pamphlet,

intituled iVlercuriusCcelicus, or a Caveat to all the people of Eng-
land -," Oxon. 1644, 4to. The only work of Booker's worth the

public notice is, his " Bloody Irifh Almanac," which contains fome

memorable particulars relative to the war in Ireland. He died

April 1667.

BOOTH (Barton), a famous englifh actor, who chiefly

excelled in tragedy, born in the county palatine of Lancafter

1681 [l]. At the age of nine years he was put to Weftmrnfrer

fchool, under the tuition of the famous Dr. Bufby, where he

foon difcovered an excellent genius and capacity. He had a

peculiar turn for latin poetry, and had fixed many of the fineft

paflages of the antients fo firmly in his memory, that he could

repeat them ; which he would do with fuch propriety of em-
phafis, and gracefulnefs of action, as to charm every body who
heard him. Thence it was that when, according to cuftom, a

latin play was to be acted, one of the firft parts was given to

young Booth ; who performed it in fuch a manner as gained

him univerfal applaufe, and particular refpeet from the doctor.

This firft gave him an inclination for the ftage. His father in-

tended him lor the church : but when Barton reached the age

of 17, and was about to be fent to the univerfity, he ftole away

from fchool, and went over to Ireland in 1698, with Mr.

Afhbury, mafter of the company [m^. Here he was foon diftin-

<niifhed greatly by his theatrical abilities, efnecially in tragedy,

for which he feemed to be formed by nature j for he had a

crave countenance and a good perfon, with a fine voice and a

manly action. When he had been three feafons in Dublin, in

which time he had acquired a great reputation, he refolved to

return to England ; which he accordingly did in 1701* and was
recommended to Mr. Betterton, who behaved to him with great

civility, and took him into his company. The firft character

in which he appeared on the englifh Itage, was that of Maximus,

in the tragedy of Valentinian •, and it was fcarce poihble for a

young actor to meet with a better reception than he had. The
Ambitious Stepmother coming on icon after, he performed the

part of Artaban, which added conlldcrabiy to the reputation he

fi] LUt of Barton Booth, efq. [wj Hilt, ofihe Eng. ftage, p. 143,

had
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had acquired, and made him efteemed one of the firft actors [n].

Nor was his fame lefs in all the fucceeding characters which he
attempted ; but he fhone with greatefl luitre in the tragedy of
Cato, which was brought on the flage in 17 12. " Although
Cato (fays Mr. Cibber) feems plainly written upon what are

called whig principles, yet the tories at that time had fenfe

enough not to take it as the lead refle&ion on their administra-

tion [o], but, on the contrary, feemed to brandifh and vaunt

their approbation of every fentiment in favour of liberty, which,

by a public a£t of their generofity, was carried fo high, that

one day while the play was acting, they collected 50 guineas in

the boxes, and made a prefent of them to Booth, with this

compliment—For his honeft oppofition to a perpetual dictator,

and his dying fo bravely in the caufe of liberty." The reputa-

tion to which Booth was now arrived feemed to entitle him to

a (hare in the management of the theatre ; but this perhaps his

merit would never have procured, had it not been through
the favour of lord Bolingbroke, who, in 17 13, recalling all

former licences, procured a new one, in which Booth's name
was added to thofe of Cibber, Wilks, and Dogget. Dogget
however was fo much offended at this, that he threw up his

fhare, and would not accept of any confideration for it ; but
Cibber tells us, he only made this a pretence, and that the true

reafon of his quitting was his diflike to Wilks, whofe humour
was become infupportable to him [p]. When Booth came to a

fhare in the management of the houfe, he was in the 33d year

of his age, and in the higheft reputation as an a£tor : nor did

his fame as a player fink by degrees, as fometimes has happened
to thofe who have been mod: applauded, but increafed every day
more and more[o^]. The health of Booth however beginning

to decline, he could not act fo often as ufual ; and hence be-

came more evident the public favour towards him, by the

crowded audieuces his appearance drew, when the intervals of

his diftemper permitted him to tread the flage : but his con-
stitution broke now very fait, and he was attacked with a

complication of diftempers, which carried him off, May 10,

*733-
His character as an actor has been celebrated by fome of the

belt judges. Mr. Aaron Hill, a gentleman, who by the fhare

he had in the management of the playhoufe, could not but have
fufficient opportunities of becoming well acquainted with his

merit, has given us a very high character of him. " Two ad-
vantages (fays this gentleman) diltinguifhed him in the ftrongeft

light from the reft of his fraternity 5 he had learning to under-

[n] Remarks on the Britifh theatre, [p] lb. p. 402.

p. 195. [qj Remarks 0.1 the Britifh theatre,

[oj Apology for his life, p. tfc. p. 300.

H h 2 ftand
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Hand perfectly whatever it was his part to fpeak, and judgement-

to know how far it agreed or difagreed with his character. Hence
arofe a peculiar grace which was vifible to every fpectator, though

few were at the pains of examining into the caufe of their plea-

lure [k]. He could foften, and Hide over with a kind of ele-

gant negligence, the improprieties in a part he acted ; while,

on the contrary, he would dwell with energy upon the beauties,

as if he exerted a latent fpirit, which had been kept back for

fuch an becafion, that he might alarm, awaken, and tranfpori

in thofe places only where the dignity of his own good fenfe

could be iupported by that of his author. A little reflection

uoon this remarkable quality, will teach us to account for that

manifclt languor, which has fometimes been obferved in his

action, and which was generally, though I think falfely, im-

puted to the natural indolence of his temper. For the fame

rcafon, though in the cuftomary rounds of his bufinefs he would
condefcend to fome parts in comedy, he feldom appeared in

anv of them with much advantage to his character. The paf-

fions which he found in comedy were not ftrong enough to ex-

cite his fire, and what feemed want of qualification, was only

abfence of impreilion. He had a talent at difcoveiing the paf-

(ions, where they lay hid in fomc celebrated parts, by the inju-

dicious practice of other actors, which when he had difcovered-

he foon grew able to exprefs : and his fecret for attaining this,

great lefibn of the theatre was an adaption of his look to his

voice, by which artful imitation 'of nature, the variations in the

found of his words gave propriety to every change in his coun-

tenance. So that it was Mr. Booth's peculiar felicity to be heard

and (cen the fame—whether as the pleafed, the grieved, the

pitying, the reproachful, or the angry. One would almolt be

tempted to borrow the aid of a very bold figure, and, to exprefs

this excellence the more (ignificantly,beg permifTion to affirm, that

the blind might have feen him in his voice, and the deaf have

heard him in his vifage. His gefture, or, as it is commonly-

Galled, his action, was but the refult and neceffary confequence

of his dominion over his voice and countenance ; for having,

by a concurrence of two fuch caufes, irnpreffed his imagination

with fuch a ltamp and fpirit of paffion, he ever obeyed the im-

pulfe by a kind of natural dependency, and relaxed or braced

iuccellively into all that fine expreilivenefs, with which he.

painted what he fpoke without reilraint or affectation."

Mr. Gibber has alfo taken particular notice of Booth, nor

has he omitted either his excellencies or defects : this writer,

freaking of Wilks and him, fays, w they were actors fo oppo-

site in their manner, that if either of them could have borrowed

[a] Hift. of the Eng, ftag,e, p. 14-.

a little
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a little of the other's fault, they would both have been improved
byit[s].. If Wilks had fometimes too great a vivacity, Booth
as often contented himfelf with too grave a dignity. The latter

feemed too much to heave up his words., as the other to dart them
to the ear with too quick and fliarp a vehemence. Thus "Wilks

would too frequently break into the time and meafure of the har-
mony by too many fpirited accents in one line ; and Booth, bv too

folemn a regard to harmony, would as often lofe the neceflary

fpirit of it : fo that (as I have obferved) could we have fome-
times railed the one and funk the other, they had both been
nearer the mark. Yet this could not be always objected to them ;

they had their intervals of unexceptionable excellence, that more
than balanced their errors. The mafter-piece of Booth was
Othello ; then he was mod in character, and feemed not more
to animate and pleafe himfelf in it than his fpectators. It is

true he owed his laft and higheft advancement to his acting

Cato; but it was the novelty and critical appearance of that

character, that chiefly fwelled the torrent of his applaufe ; for,

let the fenfiments of a declaiming patriot have all the fublimity

of poetry, and let them be delivered with all the utmoffc grace

and elocution, yet this is but one light wherein the excellence

of an actor can fhine j but in Othello we may fee him in the

variety of nature. In Othello, therefore, I may fafely aver, that

Booth fhewed himfelf thrice the actor that he could in Cato,
and yet his merit in acting Cato need not be diminifhed by
this comparifon. Wilks often regretted, that in tragedy he
had not the full and itrong voice of Booth, to command and
grace his periods with. But Booth ufed to fay, that if his ear had
been equal to it, "Wilks had voice enough to have fliewn himfelf a

much better tragedian. Nov/, though there might be fome
truth in this, yet theie two actors were of fo mixed a merit,

that even in tragedy the fuperiority was not always on the fame
fide. In forrow, tendernefs, or refignation, Wilks plainly had
the advantage, and feemed more pathetically to feel, look, and
exprefs his calamity. But in the more turbulent tranfports of
the heart, Booth again bore the palm, and left all competitors

behind him."

BOOTH (Henry), carl of Warrington and baron Delamer
of Dunham Mafley, was a very di-ftinguifhed perfon, and born
of an antient family, in 1561 [tJ. He was knight of the fhire

for the county palatine of Chefter, in feveral parliaments during

the reign of Charles II. ; and was very active in promoting the

bill for excluding the duke of York from the throne. He was
extremely zealous, againft the papilts ; and this circumltance,

together with his conftant and vigorous oppofition to the arbi-

.[«] Cibber's apology, p. 476. [tJ Biog. Brit. 2d edit*

II h 3 trary



470 BOOTH.
trary meafures then prevailing, made him extremely obnoxious

to the court. In 1 684, by the death of his father, he became
lord Delamer ; but, about this time, was committed clofe pri-

soner to the Tower of London. Being fet at liberty, he was
again committed, foon after the acceffion of James II. After

fome confinement, he was committed a third time, in July

1685 ; and, when official application from the peers was
made, to know the reafon, the king anfwered, That he flood

Committed for high treafon, teftified upon oath ; and that orders

were given to proceed again ft him according to law. He was
brought to his trial, Jan. 1685-6 ; but, in fpite of all efforts by

Jefferies and the court, was unanimoufly acquitted. After this,

he lived for fome time, in a retired manner, at his feat at Dun-
ham Maffey ; but, matters being at length ripe for the revolu-

tion, he exerted himfelf for bringing about that great event,

by raifing forces and every other means. Soon after the revolu-

tion, he was made a privy counfellor ; chancellor and under
treafurer of the exchequer ; lord lieutenant and cuflos rotulo-

rum of the county of Chefter; which laft offices, with that of

privy counfellor, he held for life ; the others, for only about a

year. The reafon appears to have been, that his conduct after

the revolution was a good deal difpleafing to king William ;

inafmuch as he oppofed the meafures of the court, and was
thought to with for (till farther retrenchments of regal prero-

gative. Mr. Walpole fays, that he was difmifled by king Wil-
liam to gratify the tories [u], and it feems to have been fo ;

for, though he was removed from the adminiftration, it was
thought neceffary to confer on him fome mark of royal favour.

Accordingly, he was created earl of Warrington, April 17,

1690, with a penfion of 2©ool. per annum; 'and it was faid, in

the preamble of the patent for his earldom, that it was conferred

on him, for his great fervices in raifing and bringing great forces

to his majefty, to refcue his country and religion from tyranny

and popery. He did not enjoy his new dignity long ; for he
died Jan. 2, 1694, not quite forty-two.

The works of Henry earl of Warrington were publifhed 1694,
in one vol. 8vo. and confift chiefly of fpeeches made by him in

parliament, prayers ufed by him in his family, fome fliort poli-

tical traces, and the cafe of William earl of Devonshire. Collins

informs us, that he was alfo the author of fome obfervations

on the cafe of lord Ruflel.

BOOTH (George), earl of Warrington, fon of the above-

mentioned nobleman, died in 175S. He publifhed, but with-

out his name, " Considerations upon the inftitution of marriage,

with fome thoughts concerning the force and obligation of the

[ u] Cat. of royal and noble authors.

marriage-
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marriage contract ; wherein is confidered, how far divorces

may or ought to be allowed. By a gentleman. Humbly fub-

mitted to the judgment of the impartial." Lond. Printed for

John Whifton, 1739. It is an argument for divorce on dif-

agreement of temper. In the introduction his lordfhip obferves,

that in the office of the church before matrimony we are en-

joined to confider it as a myftical union between Chrift and his

church, and as fuch forbidden to take it in hand unadvifedly or

lightly; with an exprefs interdict of the defign of fatisfying man's

carnal appetites. But that the moment the marriage is com-
pleted, the fame authority declares that nothing can difTolve it,

but a deficience of carnality.

EORBONIUS (Nicholas), a french latin poet, well known
and honoured at the court of Francis I. perfonally acquainted

with Erafmus, Palingenius, Scaliger, fir Thomas More, and
other learned men of the xvith century. He affects an air of

religion and piety
> and a very maiculine french modefty, in his

works. His books bear only a favourite french motto, Nugce :

des Bagatelles, firft printed in 1540, and contains a raoft fe-

vere invective againlt fir Thomas More, loaded with that kind

of reproach which will appear Itrange and incredible to many
readers, being fo contrary to the fuppofed character, I mean
the private character at lead, of that famous chancellor, who was
certainly a gentleman by birth, a learned man, and a particular

friend of Wit and the Mufes.

BORDE (Andrew), or as he ftyles himfelf in latin Andreas
PerfoRatus, was a very queer character, and the reputation

he acquired among his contemporaries mull be confidered as a

fymptom of flill remaining barbarifm in the manners of the

times. He was born at Pevenfey in Suflex about 1500, and was
educated at Oxford ; but before he had taken a degree, entered

among the carthufians in or near London. He afterwards left

them, and fludied phyfic at Oxford ; and then travelled over

moll parts of Europe and Africa. On his return he fettled at

Winchelter, where he practifed phyfic with considerable reputa-

tion, and in this capacity he is faid to have ferved Henry VIII.

In 1541 and 1542 he was at Montpellier, where he probably

took the degree of doctor, in which he was foon after incor-

porated at Oxford. He lived then for fome time at Pevenfey,

and afterwards returned to Winchefter, full obferving all the

aufterities of the order to which he formerly belonged ; though
he has been accufed of many irregularities. It is certain that his

character was very odd and whimfical, as will appear more par-

ticularly from the books he wrote •, yet he is faid to have been

a man of great wit and learning, and an " efpecial phyfician."

That he was not of confequence eminent enough to rank with

the firft of his profefhon, may be inferred from his dying in-

•iblvent in die Fleet, April 1540. Bale, who never bore any good
II h 4 will
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will to any papift, intimates that he battened his end by poifor!

on the riifcovcry of his keeping a brothel for his brother bachelors.

His works are very various in their fubjects ; one of the moft
considerable is intituled, A book of the introduction of know-
ledge, black letter, imprinted by William Coplande, without
elate. Fie there profeffes to teach all languages, the cuftoms and
fafhions of all countries, and the value of every fpecies of coin.

This is a motley piece, partly in verfe and partly in profe ; and
is divided into 39 chapters, before each of which is a wooden
cut, reprefenting a man in the habit of fome particular country.

His well known fatire on the Engiifhman, who, to exprefs the

inconftancy and mutability of his fafhions, is drawn naked with
a cloth and a pair of fheers in his hand, is borrowed from the

Venetians, who charatterifed the French in this manner. Be-
fore the 7th chapter is the effigies of the author, under a canopy,
with a gown, a laurel on his head, and a book before him. The
title of this chapter fhews how the author dwelt in Scotland

and other iflands, and went through and round about chriften-

dom. An edition of this fingular work was printed in London
in 1542. His Breviary of health, which is a very trifling, coarfe,

and weak performance, was pubiifhed in 1547, and is iuppofed

by Fuller to be the firft medical piece written in englifh As
a fpecimen of the ftyle, take what follows, which is the be-
ginning of the Prologue, addrefled to phyficians :

M Egregious

doctors and maifters of the eximious and arcane fcience of

phyficke, of your urbanity exafperate not yourfelves againft me
for making this little volume.". There is alfo curious reafoning

in this book •> he derives the word Gonorrhea from Gomorrha,
and treats alfo of the difeafes of the mind with as much pedantry.

This work, with a fecond part called the Extravagants, was re-

printed in 4to. 1575. He was alio author of the following;

Compendyoufe Regirnente, or Dietary of Healthe made in

Mounte Pyllor, an edition of which was printed feveral years

after his death, in 1 562. A famous jeit book called the Merrye
tales of the madmen of Gotham ; 'The hiftorye of the miller of

Abingdon and the Cambridge fcholars, the fame with that re-

lated by Chaucer in his Canterbury Tales ; a book of Prognof-

tics, and another of Urines, &c. See an account of him in

Hearne's Appendix to his preface to Benedicts Abbas Petro-

fcurgenfis.

BORDENAVE (Toussaint), profeflbr and diredor of the

academy of furgery at Paris, was born there April xo, 1728, and
died March 12, 1782. His Elements of phyiiology, nmo. are

in good repute.

BORDES (Charles), of the academy of Lyons, the place of

his nativity, died in 1781, was poet and philofopher, and ac-

quitted himfelf well both in profe and verfe. In two difcourfbs,

much applauded, he refuted that which J. J- Rouffeau had pub-

iiihed
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Iifhed againft the fcicnces. He wrote likewife {hort epifiles in

verfe, in fo agreeable a manner that fome ofthem were attributed

to Voltaire. But his light bagatelles are inferior to a line Ode
on War, printed in almoft all the recueils of poetry, and which
warriors as well as poets ought to have by heart. A collection

of his works appeared in 4 vols. 8vo. Lyonsj 1 7B3. Among them
we find a tragedy of diftinguifhed merit, intituled, Blanche de

Bourbon (the ftory is the fame with that of Peter the Cruel, by du
Belloi) ; feveral comedies abounding in ingenuity and wit 5 poems
full of genius and reafon ; academical pieces well written, &c
BORDEU ( TheophiLus ok), born Feb. 22, 1722, at Kelts

in the valley of OfTan in Beam, was fon of Antoine de Bordeu,
phylician to the king at Bareges, a man diftinguifhed in his

profeffion. The fon was worthy of the father. At the age of

20, for his degree of bachelor in the univerfky of Mcntpeliier,

where he was then a ftudent, he held a thefis De fenfu gene-
rice confiderato, which contains the ground work of all the pub-
lications he afterwards gave. Such early knowledge determined
his profeflors to difpenfe with feveral at~ts ufual before admiffion

to practice. After paffing fome time at Pau, the young phyfician

repaired to Paris, where he foon acquired a great reputation.

Having taken out his licence in that city in 1755, he was ap-
pointed phyfician to the hopital de la charite. Fie died of an
apoplexy, Nov. 24, 1776. A deep melancholy, occafioned by the

flying gout, was the fore-runner of his end. He was found dead in

his bed. One of the faculty, jealous of his fame, and who had
tried to ruin him by a proiecution, faid on the occafion :

" 1

fhould never have thought he would have died in a horizontal po-
fition." But a witty lady repaired the farcafm, by faying, in a fe-

lec~t company, "that death was fo much afraid of him, that he was
obliged to catch him napping." The facility with which he exer-

cifed his prcfeffiion, his reluctance to prefcribe remedies, and his

great confidence in nature, fometimes drew upon him the reproach
that he had not much faith in medicine ; but his doubts were fo'

much the lefs blameab!e,as be was continually occupied in render-

ing the refources of his art more certain. He never difputed at all

towards the latter end of his life, becaufe probably he had dif-

puted much to no purpofe in his youth. -Nobody knew better

how to doubt than he, and to pronounce that word which igno-
rance never utters, I do not know. He had little confidence

in his own knowledge, and trufled with no lefs difficulty to that

of others. Seeing the great number of courfes of lectures in

all branches of fcience, advertifed every day, he obferved once
to a friend : Will no one ever give a courfe of good fenfe ? As
he exprefled himfelf at times with rather too much acerbity oil

the merits of others, fome of his profeffional brethren would call

his own into o^eition. However they cannot be doubted by
thole who have read his works. The chief of them are, 1. Let-

1 ter's'
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ters on the mineral waters of Beam, 1746, and 1748, i2mo.
X. Anatomical refearches into the poiition of the glands, 175 1,

J2mo. 3. Difiertations on the waters of Bareges in regard to

the fcrophula, 1767, i2mo. 4. Diflertation on crifes, 1755,
12mo. 5. Inquiries into the pulfe, in regard to crifes, 1772,

4 vols. i2mo: this work, which difplays uncommon fagacity,

lias been tranflated into englifh. 6. Examination of fome par-

ticulars in the hiftory of medicine, 1764, 2 vols. i2mo. 7. In-

quiries into the mucous tiffu, or cellular organ, and into fome
diforders of the cheir, 1766, nmo. 8. Treatife on chronical

complaints, vol. the firft, in 8vo. 1776. 9. Chilificationis hif-

toria, 1 75 1, 1 2 mo.
BORUONE (Paris), an excellent italian painter, was born

at Venice, about the year 1512', and, being defcended of a noble

family, was brought up to letters, mufic, and other genteel ac-

complifhments. He was a difciple of Titian, and flourifhed in the

time of Tintoret ; but was more commended for the delicacy of

his pencil, than the purity of his outlines. He came into France

to the court of Francis 1. with whom he was in great favour

and eSteem ; and for whom, befidcs abundance of hiftories, he
anade tire portraits of feveral court ladies in fo excellent a manner,
that original nature was hardly more charming. From France he
•returned home to Venice, laden with honour and riches; and,

having acquired as much reputation in Italy as he had done
abroad, died in 1587, aged 7$ years.

BORE (Catharine von), daughter of a gentleman of for-

tune, was a nun in the convent of Nimptfehen in Germany, two
leagues from Wittemberg, when fhe quitted the veil with eight

others at the commencement of the reformation, by Luther. It

is faid to have been Leonard Cope, fenator of Torgaw, who
firft animated them to this refolution. However this be, they put

it in practice on a Good-Friday ; Luther undertook the defence

of thefe nuns and of Leonard Cope, and publifhed an apology

in justification of their exploit. Catharine Bore being retired

to Wittemberg, the papiits gave out that fhe lived in libertinifm

with the ftudents of that univerfity. Luther, pafiionately ena-

moured of this nun, on account of her heroifm in addition to

the excellent qualities of her mind and heart, gained her con-

ient, and made her his wife. The report ran that Catharine

was brought to bed within a fhort fpace after her nuptials.

Erafmus gave into this calumny, and is facetious upon it in

one of his letters; hut he afterwards discovered the falfhood of

the report, and confefles his miitake. Mrs. Luther was then

but fix-and-twenty, To the charms of youth fhe added the

fprightlinefs of converfation. The reformer, much older than

his wife, was as affectionately beloved by her as if he had been

in the flower of youth. She brought him a fon ; and he writes

on this occafion, <f that he would not change his condition for

that
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tfiat of Croefus." The character of his fpoufe was indeed ex-

cellently adapted to make him happy. Model! and gentle, de-

cent in her attire, and ©economical in the houfe, (he had the

hofpitality of the german'noblefle without their pride. She died

in 1552, aged about 53, after having been the mother of three

fons, Paul, Martin, and John.

BOREL Peter), native of Caftres, phyfician in ordinary to

the french king, member of the academy of fciences for ehe-

miftry, died in 1689, at the age of 69. He is the author of,

1. De vero telefcopii inventore, Hague, 1651, 4to. 2. The anti-

quities of Caftres, printed in that town, 1649, 8vo. This book
is very fcarce. 3. Trefor des recherches & des antiquites Gau-
loifes, Paris, 1655, 4to. This repertory of old words and phrafes

of the french language is much efteemed and confulted. It is

to be found at the end of the laft edition of the etymological

dictionary of Menage. 4. Hiftoriarum & obfervationum me-
dico-phyficarum centarke quinque, Paris, 1676, 8vo. 5. Biblio-

theca chymica, Paris, 1654, 8vo.

BORELLI (John Alphonso), a famous philofopher and ma-
thematician, born at Naples 28th of January 1608. He was
profeflbr of phiiofophy and mathematics in fome of the moib
celebrated universities of Italy, efpecially at Florence and Pifa,

where he became highly in favour with the princes of the houfe

of Medicis ; but, having been engaged in the revolt of Meflina,

he was obliged to retire to Rome, where he fpent the remainder

of his life under the protection of Chrittina queen of Sweden,
who honoured him with her friendflrip, and by her liberality

towards him, foftened the rigour of his fortune. He continued

two years in the convent of the regular clergy of St. Pantaleon,

called the Pious Schools, where he inftrudled the youth in ma-
thematical ftudies. He died there of a pleurify, Dec. 3 1, 1679,
in the ^2d year of his age [x].

BOR-

[xj Borelli left the following works : tile De Motu Animalium, and that De
I. Le caufe delle febri mjligni. 1649, Motionibus naturalibus, in 1686. f>. Of-

i2ino. 2. Euclides reftitutus, &c. Pifa, fervatione intorno alia virtu ineguali degli

1668, 4to. 3. Apollonii Pergsei conico- occi. This piece was inferted in the

rum, libri v. vi. & vii. paraphrarte Aba!- Journal of Rome, for the year 1669. 7. De-

phato Afpahanenfi nunc primum editi. Ad- motionibus naturalibus de gravitate pen-

ditus in calce Archimedis affumptorum dentibus. Regio Julio, 1 670,410. 8. Me»
liber, ex codicibus Arabicis MS5. Ser. D. teorologia /Etnea, Sec. Regio Julio, 1670,

Etruriae. Abrahamus Ecchelleafis VTaro- 4to. 9. Offervatione dell' eccliffi hinare,

nita Latinos reddidit. Joannes Alphonfus fatta in Roma da Gio Alph. Borelli la fera

Borellus in Pifana academia Mathefeos degli 11 Gennaro 167 $. Inferted in the

profeffor curam in geometricis verfione Journal of Rome 167S1 p. ^4 10. Ele-

contulit, et notas uberiores in univerfum, menta conica Apollonii Pergaei et Archi-

opus adjecit. Floren. 1661, fol. 4. The- medis opera nova et breviori meihodo de-

orias Medicorum Planetarum ex caufis monftrata. Printed at Rome in 1679, in

phyficis dedutbe. Flor. 1666, 4to. ^.De nmo. at the end of the jd edition ot his

vi percuffionis. Bologna 1667, 4to. This Euclides reftitutus ir. De Motu Anima-

piece was reprinted, with his famous trea- lium : pars prima, in qua copiofe difceptai

tdt
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BORGARUTIUS (Prosper), an eminent Italian phyfician,

who lived in the xvith century, and publifhed fome works ; the

firft of which was a treatife of anatomy [y]. He compofed it

in his native language ; and, finding it well received, tranflated it

into latin, with the addition of feveral new obfervations, which
he had made while he taught anatomy at Padua. He not only

communicated to the public the difcoveries he had made by the

difleclion of bodies, but fludied medicine alfo, and printed fome-
thing on that fubjecl. He took a journey to the court of France

in 1567, and found at Paris the manufcript of the Chirurgia

Magna of Vefalius. He bought it ; and then, correcting and
digeiting it into order, publifhed it at Venice, 1569, in Bvo.

The trouble he was involved in during the printing of his own
treatife of anatomy, and the vexation he met with from the

printers, made him in a fret take an oath, that he would never

more have any thing to do with them. When he was got from
under the prefs, he broke his word ; and in this compares him-
felf to thofe women who, in the pains of childbirth, proteft,

they will never expofe themfelves to the like any more j never-

thelefs, when the pain is over, forget their proteflations. It is

well known, fays Mr. Bayle, that there are particular and indif-

penfable reafons, which very juftly difcharge a woman from any
thing me may have fworn on fuch an occafion. It is not, fays he,

the fame thing as it is with vows made at fea in a florin, which
are commonly forgot as foon as the parties are fafe on fhore.

BORGHINI (Vincent), born at Florence in 151 5 of a
noble family, became a benedicline monk in 1 53 1 . He was
one of the perfons pitched upon for the correction of the De-
cameron of Boccace, by order of the council of Trent, and exe-

*ur de motionibtre confpicuis animalium, Baxter ohferves, indeed, that Dr. James
nempe de externarum partium et artuum Keill has (hewn Borelli to be mistaken in

fiexionibus, exlenfionibus, et tandem de calculating the force of the mufcle of the

greffu, volatu, natatu et ejus annexis. heart; and Monf. Varignon, in his Aver-
Romre, 1680, in 4to. And afterwards tiffement ou i'Examen de l'Opinion de M.
Fars altera : in qua de caulis motus mill- Borelli fur lesproprietezde poids fulpendus

culorum et motionibus internis, nempe par des cordes, has difcovered another mif-

humorum, qui per vafa et vifcera anima- takeof his, thoughhe allows himatthe fame.

3ium fiunr. Romse, j6tfj, 4to. This was time to be a man ofextraordinary merit, and

•reprinted at Leyden, revifed and purged that his principal works ought to be ranked

from many errors; to which was added among the molt valuable and original writ-

John Bernoulli's mathematical meditations ings of the age. 12. At Leyden, j6^C', in

concerning the motion of the mufcles. 410. a more correct and accurate edition,

Thou eli feveral ingenious men, ancient revifed by J. Broen, M. D. of Leyden, of

and modern, have treated of the motion his two pieces De vi percullioni>, et de

of animals, yet this work of Borelli may motionibus de gravitate pendentibus, &c.
be contide.ed as the moll complete upon cum ejufdem relponfionibus ad Stephani

that fubjedt. Baxter, in his Enquiry into de Angelis animadverfiones in librum de vi

the nature of the Human Soul, publifhed percuffionis. 13. De renum ufu judicium :

17^4, in 410, makes frequent ufe of Bo- this had been publifhed with Bellini's book
relli's book De motu animalium; and re- De ftrudura renum, at Straiburgh, 160^,
fcrs to him as the moll authentic writer 8vo.

upon the fuhjeft .of mufcular motiom. [y] Bayle's Didf.

cuteJ
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cuted it In the edition of Florence, 1573, SVo. But the bed known
of his works, and that which did him the moft honour, is that;

intituled, Difcorfi di M. Vincenzo Borghini, printed at Florence

1^84 and 1585, in two vols. 410. and reprinted at the fame
place in 1 7559 with annotations. He here treats of the origin

of Florence, and of fevera! interefting particulars of its hiftory,

of its families, of its coins, &c. Borghini died in 1680, after

having refufed, through humility, the archbifhopric of Pifa,

which was offered to him fome time before his death. He fhould

not be confounded with another writer of the fame name [Ra-
faello Borghini], author of feveral comedies, and of a tract on
painting and fculpture, in fome eftimation, under the title of,

Ripofo della pittura, e della fcultura, publifhed at Florence in

1584, 8vo.

BORGIA (C^sar), a natural fon of pope Alexander VI. was
a man of fuch conduct and character, that Machiavel has thought

fit to propofe him, in his famous book called The Prince, as an
original and pattern to all princes, who would act the part of wife

and politic tyrants. What year he was born in, we do not find :

but he was at his ftudies in the univerfity of Pifa, when Alex-
ander was elected pope, which was in Auguft 1492. Upon the

news of his father's advancement, he banifhed all thoughts of

his former private condition of life ; and, full of ambition, as i£

himfelf was to be made emperor of the world, he haftened di-

rectly to Rome. Alexander received him with formality and
coldnefs, which, whether it was real or only affected, is not eafy

to determine. Crefar however took it to be real ; .and, greatly

difgufted as well as difappointed, went immediately and com-
plained to his mother Vanozza. Vanozza comforted him ; bid

him not be cafe down j and told him, that fhe knew the pope's

mind better than any body, and for what reafons his holinefs

had given him that reception. In the mean time the court -

flatterers follicited the pope to make Csefar a cardinal, which he
abfolutely refufed ; neverthelefs, that he might not feem alto-

ther forgetful of him, he created him archbiihop of Valenza, 3

benefice which his holinefs had enjoyed in his younger days.

This preferment was by no means acceptable to Caviar, yet he
thought proper to take up with it ; fince the pope, he found,

was determined to confer the beft of his fecular dignities on his

elded fon Francis, who at that time was made duke of Gandia
by Ferdinand king of Caftile and Arragon.

Alexander VI. had five children by his miftrefs Vanozza 5

Francis and Crefar, already mentioned, two other fons, and a

daughter named Lucretia. Francis was a gentleman of a fine

difpofirion, of probity and real goodnefs, and in every refpett

quite oppofite to his brother Gsefgr ; but Csefar feems to have
pollefied abilities fupericr to thof; of Francis: which made a

certain
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certain hiftorian fay, " that Ccefar was great among the wicked,

and Francis good among the great." Caefar however was the

mother's favourite, as having a temper and principles more con-

formable to hers : for which reafon, at the time when Alexander

was undetermined on which of thefe brothers he mould beftow

the cardinal's cap, Vanozza declared herfelf in favour of Cajfar,

who was accordingly made a cardinal in the fecond year of

Alexander's pontificate. From henceforward he a£ted in concert

with his father, and was a great inftrument in executing all the

fchemes of that wicked pope : for he had not the leaft grain of

virtue or goodnefs in his make, nor was there any thing too

atrocious for him to perpetrate, if it could but tend to make him
a great and formidable tyrant ; for that was the lole object of

his ambition. This put him upon the murder of his elder bro-

ther Francis, duke of Gandia. All the fecular dignities, which

then were much more coveted than the ecclefiaftical, were heaped

upon Francis ; and this obftrutted Csefar's projects fo entirely,

that he was refolved at all adventures to remove him. It was
in the year 1497, tnat i hiring aflaffins, he caufed him to be mur-
dered, and thrown into the Tiber ; where his body was found

fome days after, full of wounds and extremely mangled. The
pope was afflicted to the laft degree ; for though he made ufe

of Caefar as the abler, he loved Francis as the better man. He
caufed therefore ftrict inquiry to be made after the murderers-,

upon which Vanozza, who for that and other reafons was juftly

fufpe£ted to be privy to the affair, went privately to the pope,

and ufed all the arguments fhe could, to difiuade him from

fearching any further. Some fay, that (he went fo far as to

allure his holinefs, that if he did not defift, the fame perfon

who took away his fon's life would not fpare his own.

Crefar, who now fucceeded to his brother's fortunes and

honours, began to be tired of ecclefiaftical matters, and grew

quite fick of the cardinalate, and therefore determined to throw

it off as foon as poffible, that he might have the greater fcope

for practifmg the excefles, to which his natural ambition and

cruelty prompted him : for cruel as well as ambitious he was in

the higheft degree. It is incredible what numbers he caufed

to be taken off by poifon or the fword ; and it is notorious, that

fwarms of aflaffins were conftantly kept in pay by him at Rome,
for the fake of removing all who were either obnoxious or in-

convenient to him. Getting rid of the cardinalate, he was foon

after made duke of Valentinois by Lewis XII. of France : with

whom he entered into a league for the conquelt of the Milanefe.

From this time he experienced various turns of fortune, being

fometimes very profperous, fometjmes much otherwife. He
very hardly efcaped dying of poifon in the year 1503 ; for, having

concerted with the pope a defign of poifoning nine newly created

cardinal*
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cardinals at once, in order to pofTefs their effects, the poifoned

wine deftined for the purpofe was by miitake brought to them-
felves and drunk. The pope died of it ; but Crefar, by the vigour

of his youth, and the force of antidotes, after many druggies,

recovered. He only recovered to outlive his fortune and gran-

deur, to fee himfelf depreffed, and his enemies exalted ; for he
was foon after diverted of all his acquisitions, and lent a pri-

foner to Spain, in order to free Italy from an incendiary, and
the Italian princes from thofe dangers which his turbulent and
reftlefs fpirit made them fear, even though he was unarmed.
He efcaped from thence, and got fafe to Navarre to king John
his brother-in-law, where he met with a very friendly reception.

From hence he deligned to go into France ; and there, with the

afliftance of Lewis, to try if he could once more re-eftablifh his

fortune. But Lewis refufed to receive him, not only becaufe

he and Spain had concluded a truce, but becaufe they were alfo

at enmity with the king of Navarre. Nay, the french king, in

order to gratify Spain, had confiscated Csefar's duchy of Valeiv-

tinois, and taken away the yearly penfion which he had from
France. So that Caefar, in a poor and abandoned condition,

without revenue or territory, was forced to be dependent upon
his brother-in-law, who was then at war with his fubjetts. Casfar

ierved as a volunteer in that war ; and, while the armies were
engaged in battle, and fighting under the walls of Viana, was
killed by the flroke of a gianette. This happened upon the 12th

of March 1507 [z].

BORLACE (Dr. Edmund), fon of fir John Borlace, mailer
of the ordnance, and one of the lords juftices of Ireland, was
born in the xyiith century, and educated at the univerfity of

Dublin. Then he travelled to Leyden, where he commenced
doctor of phyfic in 1650. He was afterwards admitted to the
fame degree at Oxford [&]. At laft he fettled at Chefter, where
he practifed phyfic with great reputation and fuccefs ; and where
he died in 1682. Among feveral books which he wrote and
publifhed, are, 1. Latham Spaw in Lancashire : with fome re-

markable cafes and cures effected by it. Lond. 1670, 8vo. De-
dicated to Charles earl of Derby. 2. The reduction of Ireland

[z] Caefar Borgia took thefe words for his device, Aut Csefar aut nihil ; which gate
9Ccafion to the following epigrams :

r.

Borgia Caefar erat fadlis et nomine Csefar ;

Aut nihil, aut Caefar, dixit ; utrumque fuit.

2.

Aut nihil, aut Csefar, vu!t did Bor?ia : quid ni ?

Cum limul et Casf^r potfit, st elie nihil.

.
-.'• 3-

Omnia vincebas; fperabas omnia, Caefar;

Omnia deticiunt, incipis elfe nihil.

£a] Wood's Athen. Oxan,
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to the crown of England : with the governors fince the conqueft.

by king Henry II. anno 1172, and fome pafTages in their go-

vernment. A brief account of the rebellion, ann. dom. 1641.

Alfo the original of the univerfity of Dublin, and the college

of phyficians. Lond. 1675, a large octavo. 3. The Hiltory of

the execrable Irifh rebellion, traced from many preceding acts

to the grand eruption Oct. 23, 164 1 ; and thence purfued to the

act of iettlement 1672. Lond. 1680, folio. Mr. Wood tells

us, that much of this book is taken from another, intituled, The
Iriih rebellion ; or, The hiilory of the beginnings and firft pro-

grefs of the general rebellion raifed within the kingdom of

Ireland Oct. 23, 1*641. Lond. 1646, 4to. written by fir John
Temple, mailer of the rolls, one of his majeMy's privy council

in Ireland, and father of the celebrated fir William Temple.

4. Brief reflections on the earl of Cafllehaven's memoirs of his

engagement and carriage in the war of Ireland. By which the

government of that time, and the juitice of the crown fince, are

vindicated from afperfions call upon both. Lond. 168/, 8yo.

BORLASE (William), a very ingenious and learned writer,

was of an ancient family in Cornwall, and born at Pendeen, in

the parifh of St. Juft, Feb. 2, 1696. He was put early to fchool

at Penzance, and in 1709 removed to Plymouth. March 17 13

he was entered at Exeter college, Oxford •, and, June 1719, took

a mafter of arts degree. In 1720 he was ordained priell ; and t

in 1722, inftituted to the rectory of Ludgvan in Cornwall. In

j 732 the lord chancellor King prefented him to the vicarage of

St. Juft, his native parifh ; and this, with the rectory aforefaid,

were all the preferments he ever had.

In the parifh of Ludgvan were rich copper works, which

abound with mineral and metallic foilils ; and thefe, being a

man of an active and inquifitive turn, he collected from time to

time, and thence was led to fiudy at large the natural hiilory

of his native county. Ke was flruck at the fame time with the

numerous monuments of remote antiquity, that are to be met
with in Cornwall ; and, enlarging therefore his plan, he deter-

mined to gain as accurate an acquaintance as poflibie with the

Druid learning, and with the religion and cuiloms of the an-

cient Britons, before their conversion to chriitianity. In 1750
he was admitted a fellow of the Royal Society , and, in 1753,
publilhcd in folic at Oxford his Antiquities of Cornwall, a fe-

cond edition of which was publimed, in the fame form, at Lon-

don, 1769. His next publication was, Obfervations on the an-

cient and prefent Hate of the illands of Scilly, and their im-

portance to the trade of Great Britain. Oxf. 1756, 4to. This

was the extenfion of a paper, which had been read before the

Royal Society in 1753- In 1758 came out his Natural Hiftory

»f Cornwall. Ox. fol. After thefe publications, he fent a variety

o£
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of folTils, and remains of antiquity which he had defcribed in his

works, to be repofited in the Afhmolean mufeum : for which,

and other benefactions of the fame kind, he received the thanks of

the univerfity, in a letter from the vice-chancellor, Nov. 18, 1758;
and, March 1766, the degree of doctor of laws. He died Aug. 31,

1772, in his 7 ytli year; leaving two fons out of fix, whom he
had by a lady he married in 1724.

Befides his literary connections with many ingenious and
learned men, he had a particular correfpondence with Mr. Pope;
and there is ftill exifting a large collection of letters written by
that poet to Dr. Borlafe. He furnifhed Pope with many of the

materials which formed his grotto at Twickenham, confiding

of curious foifils ; and there may at prefent be feen Dr. Borlafe's

name in capitals, compofed of cryftals, in the grotto. On which
occafion Pope fays to Borlafe in a letter, " I am much obliged

to you for your valuable collection of comifh diamonds : I have

placed them, where they may beft reprefent yourfelf, in ajbade,

but fljining?

We mult not omit to mention, that Dr. Borlafe fent at dif-

ferent times near twenty papers to the Royal Society; the titles

of which may be feen in note [e] of this article in the Biographia

rritannica. Some other works which he intended, are men-
tioned in the " Anecdotes of Bowyer."

BORRI (Joseph Francis), a famous chemift, quack, and
heretic, was a Milanefe, and born in the beginning of the xviith

century. He finilhed his ftudies in the feminary at Rome, where
the jefuits admired him as a prodigy for his parts and memory.
He applied himfelf to chemiitry, and made fome difcoveries ;

but, plunging himfelf into the mod extravagant debaucheries,

was obliged at lad to take refuge in a church. This was in

1654. A little while after, he fet up for a pietid ; and, affect-

ing an appearance of great zeal, lamented the corruption of

manners which prevailed at Rome, faying, that the didemper

was come to the height, and that the time of recovery drew
near : a happy time, wherein there would be but one fheepfold

on the earth, whereof the pope was to be the only fhepherd [bj\

" Whofoever fhall refufe, faid he, to enter into that fheepfold,

fnall be deftroycd by the pope's armies. God has prededinated

me to be the general of thofe armies : I am fure, that they fhall

want nothing. I fhall quickly finifh my chemical labours by
the happy production of the philofopher's done ; and by that

means I fhall have as much gold as is neceflary for the bufinefs.

I am fure of the affidance of the angels, and particularly of that

of Michael the archangel. When I began to walk in the fpiritual

life, I had a vifion in the night, attended with an angelical voice,

[b] Boiri's Life as quoted by Mv. Bayls.

Vol. II. I i which
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which affured me, that I flibuld become a prophet. The fign

that was given mc for it was a palm, that ffeemed to me quite

furrounded with the light of Paradife."

He communicated to his confidants the revelations which he

boafted to have received : but after the death of Innocent X.
finding that the new pope Alexander XII. renewed the tribu-

nals, and caufed more care to be taken of every thing, he de-

fpaired of fucceeding here ; and therefore left Rome, and re-

turned to Milan. He a£led the devotee thefe, and by that means

gained credit with feveral people, whom he caufed to perform

certain exercifes, which carried a wonderful appearance of piety.

He engaged the members of his new congregation, to take art

oath of fecrecy to him ; and when he found them confirmed in

the belief of his extraordinary million, he prefcribed to them
certain vows by the fuggeftioti of his angel, as he p'etended.

One of thofe vows was that of poverty j for the performance of

which he caufed all the money that every one had to be eon-

figned to himfelf. '1 he defign of this crafty impoftbr was, in

cafe he could get a fuiiicient number of followers, to appear in

the great fquare of Milan •, there to reprefent the abufes of the

ecclefiaftical and fecular government-, to encourage the peo-

ple to liberty ; and then, pofleffihg himfelf of the city and

country of Milan, to purfue his conquefts as well as he could.

But his defign mifearried, by the imprifonment of fome of his

difciples ; and as fcon as he faw: that firft ftep of the inquifi-

tion, he fled with all imaginable haitc. They proceeded again ft

him for contumacy in 1659 and 1660 ; and he was condemned
as an heretic, and burnt hi e'fligy^ with his writings, in the. held

of Flora at Rome, on the 3d of January 1661. He is reported

to have faid, that he never was fo cold in his life, as on the

day that he was burnt at Rome : a piece of wit, however, which
has been afcribed to feveral others. He had dictated a treatife on
his fyttem to his followers : but took it from them as foon as

he perceived the motions of the inquifitibn, and hid all his papers

in a nunnery. From thence they fell into the hands of the in-

quifition, and were found to contain doctrines very abfurd ?n&
very impious.

Borri ftaid fome time in the ci'ty of Strafburgh, to which he

had fled ; and where he found fome affi fiance and fupport, as

well becaufe he was perfecuted by the inquifition, as becaufe he

•was reputed a great chemift. But this was not a theatre large

enough for Bond : he went therefore to Amfcerdam, where he

irade a great noife. Here he appeared in a (lately and fplendid

equipage, and took upon him the title of Excellency : people

flocked to him, as to the phyfician who could cure all difeafes j

and propofals were concerted for marrying him to great for-

tunes, &c. But the tables turned, and his. reputation began to
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(ink, either becaufe his miracles, as Mr. Bayle fays, no longer

found any credit, or becaufe has faith could work no more mi-

racles. In fhort, he broke ; and fled in the night from Am-
fterdam, wnth a great many jewels and fums of money, which
he had pilfered. He went to Hamburgh, where queen Chriftiaa

was at that time. He put himfelf under her protection : and
jperfuaded her to venture a great deal of money, in order to

find out the philofopher's (lone. Afterwards he went to Copen-
hagen, and infpiied his danifh majeily to fearch for the fame
fecret ; by which means he acquired that prince's favour fo far,

as to become very odious to all the great perfons of the king-

dom. Immediately after the death of the king, whom he had
put upon great expences in vain, he left Denmark for fear of

being imprifoned, and refolved to go into Turkey. Being come
to the frontiers at a time when the confpiracy of Nadafti, Serini,

and Frangipani, was difcovered, he was taken for oi*e of the ac-

complices, and fecured : and his name was fent to his imperial

majeily, to fee if he was one of the confpirators. The pope's

nuncio had audience of the emperor at the fame time that this

information arrived ; and, as foon as he heard Born mentioned,

he demanded, in the pope's name, that the prifoner mould be

delivered to him. The emperor confented to it, and ordered,

that Borri ihould be fent to Vienna ; and afterwards, having firfl

obtained from the pope a promife that he mould not be put to

death, he fent him to Rome ; where he was tried, and condemned
to perpetual confinement in the prifon of the inquifition. He
made abjuration of his errors in the month of October 1672.
Some years after he obtained leave to come out, to attend the

duke d'Efhve, whom all the phyficians had given over ; and the

unexpected cure he wrought upon him occafioned it to be faid,

that an arch-heretic had done a great miracle in Rome. It is

faid alio, that the queen of Sweden fent for him fometimes in

a coach ; but that, after the death of that princefs, he went no
more abroad, and that none could fpeak with him without

•fpecial leave from the pope. The Utrecht gazette, as Mr. Bayle

relates, of the 9th of September, 1695, informed the public, that

Borri was lately dead in the caflle of St. Angelo, being 79 years

of age. It feems that the duke d'Eftree, as a recompence for

recovering him, had procured Borri's prifon to be changed, from
that of the inquifition to the cafcle of St. Angelo.

Some pieces were printed at Geneva in 1681, which are

afcribed to him; as, 1. Letters concerning chemiftry j and
2. Political reflections. The firft of thefe works is intituled, La,

chiavi del gabinetto del cavagliere Giofeppe Francefco Borri,

JVlilanef^ ; the fecond, Iftruzioni politiche, del cavagliere

G. F. B. M. date al re di Danimarca. "We learn from the life

#f Borri, that when he was at Strafburg,he publifhed a letter,

I i 2 vhicH
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which went all over the world. Two other cf his letters, are h\A
to have been printed at Copenhagen in 1699, and infcribed to

. Bartholinus ; one of them, De.ortu cerebri, et ufu medico j, the

other, De artificio oculoruin humores reitituendi." The Journal

des Savans, of the 2d of September 1669, fpeaks fully of thefe

two letters. Konig aferibes alio another piece to him, intituled,

Notitia gentis Burrhorum. Sorbiere law Borri at Amsterdam,
and has left us a description and character of him. He fays,

that " he was a tall black man, pretty well ihaped, who wore

good clothes, and fpent a good deal of money : that he did not

want parts, and had fome learning, was without doubt fome-

what ikilled in chemical preparations, had fome knowledge in

metals, fome methods of imitating pearls or jewels, and, it may-

be, fome purgative and flomachic remedies : but that he was a

quack, an artful impoftor, who pra£ti fed upon the credulity of

thofe whom he Hood moll in need of ; of merchants, as well as

princes, whom he deluded out of great funis of money, under

a pretence of discovering the philosopher's Hone, and other fe-

crets of mighty importance : and that, the better to carry on this

Scheme of knavery, he had ailumed the raaik of religion [c]."

BORRICHIUlS, a very learned man, fon of a lutheran rai-

nifter in Denmark, born 16a'?. Me was fent to the univerfity

of Copenhagen in 1644, where he remained fix years, during

which time he applied himfelf chiefly to phyllc. Me taught

publicly in his college, and acquired the character of a man in-

defatigable in labour, and of excellent morals. He gained the

efteem of Cafpar Brochman, bifhop of Zealand, and of the

chancellor of the kingdom, by the recommendation of whom lie

obtained the canonry of Lunden. He was offered the re£tor-

fhip of the famous fchool of Heilow, but refufed it, having

formed a defign of travelling and perfecting his ftudies in phyfic.

He began to practife as a phyfician during a molt terrible plague

in Denmark, which made great havock in the capital city. The
contagion being ceafed, he prepared for travelling as he in-

tended ; but was obliged to defer it for fome time, Mr Gerftorf,

the fir ft minifter of Itate, having infilled on his refuting in his

houfe in the quality of tutor to his children. He continued in

this capacity live years, and then let out upon his travels : before

his departure, he had the honour to be appointed profeffor iu

poetry, chemiftry, and botany. He left Copenhagen in No-
vember 1660, and, after having vifited feveral eminent phyfi-

cians at Hamburgh;, went to Holland, where he continued a

confiderable time. He went from thence to the Low Countries,

to England, and to Paris, where he remained two years. He
vifited alfo feveral other cities of France, and at Angers had a

[cl Sorbiere, Relation d'lin voyage en Angleterre, p. 15;^.

doctor's
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tloctor's degree in phyfic conferred upon him. He afterwards

palled the Alps, and arrived at Rome in October 1665, where

he remained till March 1666, when he was obliged to fet out

for Denmark. He palled through Germany, and arrived in his

native country in October 1666. The advantages which Borri-

chius reaped in his travels were very confiderable, for he had

made himfclf acquainted with all the learned men in the dif-

ferent cities through which he palled. At his return to Den-
mark he refumed his profeiTorfhip, in the difcharge of which he

acquired great reputation, for his aillduity, and univerfal learn-

ing ; and the books which he publilhed are proofs thereof [d].

He was made counfellor in the lupreme council of juftice in

1686, and counfellor of the royal chancery in 1689. This fame
year he had a fevere attack of the (tone, and the pain every day in-

creafing, he was obliged to be cut for it ; the operation however

did not fucceed, the itone being fo big that it could not be ex-

tracted. He bore this affliction with great conltancy and refolu-

tion till his death, which happened in October i6c;o.[e].

BORROMEO (Charles), a faint of the popifh calendar,

was born the 2d of October 1538, of a good family, in the cha-

teau d'Atcme. Charles addicted himfelf at an early period to re-

tirement and ftudy. His maternal uncle, Pius IV. lent for him
to the court of Rome, made him cardinal in 1560, and after-

wards archbifhop of Milan. Charles was then but 22 years of

age. He however conducted the affairs of the church as if he

had been long accuftomed to it. The Romans were at that

time ignorant and lazy} he therefore formed an academy com-
pofed of ecclefiaftics and feculars, whom, by his example and his

liberality, he animated to ftudy and to virtue. The young car-

dinal, in the midft of a brilliant court, went along with the tor-

rent, iitted up grand apartments, furnifhed them magnificently,

and kept fplendid equipages. His table was fumptuoufly ferved $

his houfe was never empty of nobles and fcholars. His uncle,

delighted with this magnificence, gave him amply wherewith
to fupport it. In a very fliort time he was at once grand peni-

tentiary of Rome, archprielt of St. Mary Major; protector of

feveral crowns, and of various orders religious and military ;

legate of Bologna, of Romania, and of the marche of Ancona.

[n] The moft remarkable of which are fcriptorum I.atinas linguae piaeltantiorum.

as follow : 1. Cabal.i caraifleralis. 2. Dif- 10, De ant'ujua urbis Romje tacie, divT;rta-

putjtio de artis poeticae natura. 3 Dif- tio. 11. Tra&atus de ufu plantaruin in-

Jertationes academics?. 4. Parnaltus in digenarum in medicina. The titles of the

riuce. s. Difiertatio de ortu et progicllu rert (A his performances may be feen in

chemise. 6. Hermetis, /'Egvpuorum ac John Mollerus's Spicileg. Hypomnema-
chemicoium fapientia ab Hermanni Con- turn de feriptis Danorum, p. 36.

r-ingii animadverficmibus vindicate. 7. Co- [tj Bnrrichius de vita fua, infertcd in

gitationes de variis Latinae lin^uas set.it i- vol. ti. ot Deliciarum Poetarum Dano-
bus. 8. Coufpertus fcriptorum (.hemico- rum. Leydcn> 1695.

rum ilUifttiorum. q. JJrevis coiifpe&us

Ii 3 It
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It was at that time that the famous council of Trent was held\

Much was faid about the reformation of the clergy : Charles f

after having advifed it to others, executed it on himfelf. He
fuddenly difcharged no lefs than eighty livery-fervants, left off

wearing filk, and impofed on himfelf a weekly fail on bread
and water, from this beginning he foon proceeded greater

lengths. He held councils for confirming the'decrees of that of
Trent, terminated partly by his means. He made his houfe into

a feminary of bilhops; he eflabiifhed fchools, colleges, commu-
nities ; remodelled his clergy and the monalteries ; made infti-

tutions for the poor and orphans ; for girls expofed to ruin, or

v/ho were defirous to return to a regular life after having gone
aftray. His zeal was the admiration of good men, and irritated

fuch as were not fo. The order of the Humiiies, which he
attempted to reform, excited againft him a friar Farina, a mock-
ing member of that feciety. This wretch fired a gun at the good
man while he was at evening prayer with his domeftics. The
ball having only grazed his Ikin, Charles petitioned for the

pardon of his aflaifin, who was punifhed with death notwith-

ftariding his follicitations, and his order was fuppfefled Thefts

contradictions did not abate the ardour of the good archbrHhop.

lie vifited the abandoned extremities of Ids province, abolii led

the exceffes of the carnival, preached to his people, and ft*

himfelf every where as their paftor and father. r the

ravages of a cruel peftilence, he affifted the poor in itual

concerns by his eccleGaftics and his perfonal attentions, fold the

furniture of his hdufe to relieve the fick, put up prayers and
made proceffions, in which he walked barefoot, and with a i-ope

round his neck. His heroic charity was repaid with hlgratitatidi

The governor oi Milan prevailed on the magiftr t . of that city

to prefer complaints agamft Charles, whom they painted in the

bhekeft colours. " They accufed him (fays Eaiilet) of having ex-

ceeded the limits of his authority during the time of the plague ;

of having introduced dangerous innovations ; of having abolifhed

the pi b)ic gai'i'-s, the ftage-plays and dances; of having revived

the abftinenee on the firit funday in Lent, in violation of the pri-

vilege granted to that town of including that day in the carnival."

They pubiifhed an injurious and infulting manifefto again!!:

him : but, contented with the tellimony of his own confeience,

he fefigned the care of his jttftification to the Almighty. At
length; worn but by the labours of an active piety, he rinifhed

his courfe the 3d of November 1594, being only in his 47th year.

Paul V. canoi ized him in 1710. He wrote a very great number
of works on doctrinal and moral fubjects. They were printed

1747 at ix'ilun, in 5 vols, folio. The library of St, Sepulchre in

that ciry is in poffefiion of 31 vols, of the manufcrint letters of

this prelate. The clergy of France reprinted at their cxpence

the
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the inftitutions he compofed for the ufe of confeffbrs. His Ada
ecclefue mediolanenfis are in great requeft. Milan, 1599, folio.

Fere 1'ouron publiflied Lis Life in 3 vols. urao. Paris, 1761.
: ORROMEO (Frederic), cardinal and archbifhop of Mi-

lan, inherited the knowledge and the piety of Charles his coufin-

gennan, died in 1042, after having founded the famous Am-
brolian library, and held the 8th council of Milan- His writings

are, i. Sacra colloquia. 2. Scvmones fynodales. 3. Meditamenta
litteraria. 4. Ragionamenti fynodali. Mi!an, 1632, 3 vols. 4to.

BORROMINI (Francis), architect, born at Biflbne in the

diocefe of Come in 1599, tuea in '^47 > acquired a great reputa-

tion at Rome, where he was more employed than any architect

of his time. A great number of his works are feen in that city,

the major part of which are by no means models for young
arti.ls. They abound in deviations from the received rules, and.

other Angularities ; but, at the fame time, we cannot fail of

perceiving in them a talent of a fuperior order, and ftrong

marks of genius. This architect had great abilities. It was from
his violent efforts to outdo le B.srnin, whofe fame he envied,

that he departed from that fimplicity which is the true bafis of

the beautiful, in order to give extravagant ornaments in that

tafte ; which have induced fome to compare his ityle in archi-

tecture to the literary Ityle of Seneca or Marini.

BOS (John Baptist du), a celebrated member of the french

academy, was born at Beauvais in the year 1670 ; and defcended

from wealthy and reputable parents, his father Claude du r-os

being a merchant, and a conliderable magiftrate in that town.

John -Baptift was fent to Paris to finifh his ftudies, and was ad-

mitted a bachelor of the Sorbonne in 1691. In 1695 he was made
one of the committee for foreign affairs under Mr. Torcy, and
was afterwards charged with fome important tranfactions in

Germany, Italy, England, and Holland. At his return to Paris,

he was handfomely preferred, made an abbs, and had a conlider-

able peniion fettled on him. He was chofen perpetual fecretary

of the french academy \ and in this fituation he died at Paris,

upon the 23d of March i742[f].

BOS (Lambert), profeffor of greek in the univerfity of

Franeker, born at Workum in the Low Countries 1670, de-

voted himfelf wholly to ftudy. However, he married when 42,
and had two daughters. Marriage did not diminifh his ardour

[f] His rrincipal works are, I. Critical England ill understood 'n the prefent war:
reflections upon poetry and painting : the printed in 1 704. 4. The hiftory of the

Wt edition of which valuable and elegant four Gordians. confirmed and illuftrated by
Work is that of Pans, 17.10, in 3 vols, medals. 5. The hiltery of the league of

1 2mo. i. A critical hiltory of the eltablilh- Cambray, formed in 1708, againftthe re-

meiitof the french monarchy among the public of Venice : the belt edition 17:181

Cauls: the belt edition 1743, in z v(jl». in 2 vols. izmo.
4to. and four izirja. £. The in'.e:eth of

I i 4 for



433 BOSCH-AERTS.

for learning ; and we have feveral works by him efteemed for

their profound erudition, i. An edition of the greek verfion of

the Septuagint, Franeker, 1709, 2 vols. 4to. with variantes and
prolegomena. 2. Obfervationes in novum teltamentum, 1707,
8vo. 3. Obfervationes in quofdam au&ores grsecos, 1715, 8vo.

4. An edition of the greek grammar of Vellerus, with additions.

5. The antiquities of Greece. A ffench translation of this, with

the commentaries of Frederic Leifner, by La Grange, appeared

at Paris 1769, i 2mo. This learned man died at Franeker, Jan. 6,

17 17, at the age of 47.

BOSC (Peter du), a famous proteflant miniffer, and the

greateft preacher of his time, was the fon of an advocate of the

parliament of Rouen, born at Bayeux Feb 21, 162?. He was
prefented to the church of Caen by a conference in ''645, when
he was fcarce 23 years of age. His merit created him enemies
among the catholics, who once got him baftifhed ; but he was
foon after recalled, and obtained the liberty of returning to his

church in 1664. Lewis XIV. having published in 1666 a fevere

proclamation againft the protcftants, all their churches fent de-

puties to Paris, to make humble remonftrances to the king, but

of them all none obtained the royal audience but himfelf. He
appeared in behalf of the churches of Normandy, and after

feveral conferences, he obtained fomething againft the declara-

tion of 1666. He fupported the interefts of his party with great

ability till he was filenced by an arret of the parliament of Nor-
mandy, June 6, 1685, whereby he was forbid the exercife of his

miniftry any more in the kingdom. After the revocation of the

edict of Nantz he retired into Holland, and was minifter of the

church of Rotterdam to his death, which happened Jan. 2, 1692.

His works are fpecimens of chriftian oratory in french, and confift

of 4 vols, of fermons on miscellaneous texts, three more on the

three fir ft chapters of the epiftle to the Epheiians, and a collec-

tion of feveral pieces published in 2 vols. 8vo. after Ids death.

BOSCAN (John), of Barcelona, was brought, to Venice by
Andrew Navagero, ambaffador from the republic to the emperor
Charles V. It was in this city that he learnt to tranfport rhyming
terminations from the Italian to the fpanifn poetry. Garcilaflb

and he are regarded as the firft \ ho drew this poetry out of

chaos. Flis ftyle is majeftic, his expreffions are elegant, his fenti-

ments noble, his lines eafy, and his fubjec~ts various. His prin-

cipal pieces are, I. Medina, 1544,410, 2. Salamanca, 1^47, 8vo,

Bofcan was more fuccefsful in fonnets than in the other fpecies

of poetry. Fie died about 1543.
BOSCHAERTS (Thomas Wili.ebos), a flemifh painter,

was born at Berg in 15 13. The crayon and the pencil were
the toys of his infancy. At twelve years of age he drew his own
portrait. The prince of Orange was fo great an admirer of his

pictures.
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pictures, that he bought them all up, and fent for the artift to

the Hague, where he employed him in embellifhing his palace.

This painter diftinguifhed himfelf in allegory and colouring.

BOSCOVTCH (Joseph Roger), a famous geometrician and
aftronomer, born at Ragufa the 18th of May 17 11, died at Milan
the 1 2th of February 1787, entered in 1725 of the fociety of

Jefus,and was fuccellively profenbr of mathematics at Rome, at

Pavia, and at Milan. The jcfuits having been fuppreffed in Italy

in 1773, the patrons he had in France invited him to Paris. By
their intereft he obtained the title of director of the optical in-

ftruments of the marine, with a penfion of 8000 livres ; this

was an inducement to him to extend his researches towards the

neweft and moil difficult part of optics : the theory of achromatic

glafTes. It employs a third part of 5 vols. 4to. which he pub-

lished in 1785; containing new and important obfervations.

.Some circumftances obliged him to quit Paris in 1783, to go

and have his works printed in Italy. He retired to Milan

;

where he was held in high confederation till his death. The
emperor charged him with infpecting the commiffion for mea-
furing a degree which he had ordered to be done in Lombardy.
The abbe Bofcovich was known to be expert in fuch operations*

In 1750, the cardinal Valenti, having given orders for meafuring

degrees in Italy, our aftronomer undertook the bufinefs con-

jointly with father Maire. The refult of it was a good book in

4to. tranflated into french, and printed at Paris in 1770. An-
other work of the abb:* Bofcovich, published in 1758 and 1763,
is upon the different laws of nature and that of attraction, con-

fidercd as a confequence of an univerfal law, to which he recurs

with no lefs figacity than depth of knowledge in mathematics

and metaphyfics. Few men have ever brought thefe two lcienccs

into fo exquiiite and ufeful a conjunction. Yet he had none of

that barrennefs of fancy which uiually accompanies a great pro-

ficiency in them. Poetry filled up much of his time. His latin

poem on eclipfes, De folis ac lunae defettibus, which was firft

printed in London, is as remarkable for the elegance of its ftyle,

as for the talent of putting into harmonious verfe the moft in-

tricate matters of theory and calculation. The abbe Bofcovich,

always amiable in company, to which he willingly reforted, com-
pofed verfes with the greateft facility, and his ready genius dic-

tated them to him in the courfe of converfation, for the enter*

tainment of his friends of both fexes ; for the moft inflexible

virtue of every fpecies was never any impediment with him in

the agreeable difplay of focial qualities. He had travelled in all

parts of Europe, and even in Turkey. The narrative of this laft

expedition was printed firft in french, and afterwards in italian.

BOSK) (James), BOSITJS, native of Milan, and a fervitor of

the order of Maltha. This monk, being detained at Rome at

the
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the houfe of cardinal Petrochini, his patron, about the affairs of
his order, to which he was agent, profited by this detention for

compofmg there the hiftory which bears his name, under this

title : Deli' Ifloria dclla facra religione dell' illuilriffima militia

di San Gioano Gierofolimitano. This work, which contains 40
books, is divided into 3 vols, folio, printed at Rome 1621, 1629,
and 1684. The rivals of the fame of Bofio fpread it abroad that

lie had delivered his papers to two cordeliers of ihe wide ileeve,

called in Italy the Grand-friars, and that thefe two monks puc
his book into the form it bears at prefent. This work is not fa

much valued for the ftyle, as for the multitude and rarity of the

facets with which it is filled. The generality of the national

hiflorians, who, fmce Bofio, have pretended to give the hiitory

of Maltha, have been no more than his copyills or abbrevi-

ators.

BOSTO (Anthony), of Milan, agent to the order of Maltha,

was nephew of the former. His collection, intituled, Roma
fotteranea, Rome, 1632, fcl. contains the description f die

tombs and the epitaphs of the early chrifhians which are fcirnd

in the catacombs of that capital of catholicity. He often palled

live or fix days fucceiTively in fubierranean caverns. A pried

of the oratory of Rome fpere \ringhij tninfLted Ids book from
Italian into latin, in 2 vols, folio, 165 1. The admirers of eccle-

Caitical antiquities fet a high value on this veruon, which is

far more ample than the original.

BGSSE (Abraham), an engraver, native of Tours, gave the

firlt IcfTons of perfpeclive in the academy of painting at Paris.

He had great judgement in that branch a3 well as of architec-

ture. He left, 1. Three good tracts, on the manner of draw-
ing the orders of architecture, 1684, folio-, on the art of en-

graving, 1645, 8\o ; on perfpective, 1682, Svo. 2. Reprefenta-

tion of divers human figures, with their meafures taken from
the antiques at Rome, Pans, 1656; a pocket volume all en-
graved. His plates in aqua fortis, but in a peculiar method, are

agreeable. 1 he work of Uolle on the art of engraving was re-

published fome years ago, with the remarks and augmentations
of M. Cochin the younger, liolle died in his own country about

the year 1 660.

BOSSU (Rene le), born at Paris, March 16, 1631.
He began his (ladies at Nanterre, where he difcovered an
early talte for polite literature, and foon made furprifing pro-

grefs in all the valuable parts of learning. In 1649 he left

Nanterre., was admitted a canon regular in the abbey of St.

Genevieve, and after a year's probation took the habit in this

abbey. Here he applied to philofophy and divinity, in which
he made great proficiency, and took upon him prieit's orders in

lt>57 , but, either i voni inclination, or in obedience to his fu-

periors,
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periors, he returned the belles lettres, and taught polite litera-

ture in feveral religious houfes. After twelve years, being tired

of the fatigue of fucn an employment, he gave it up, with a

refolution to lead a quiet and retired life. Here he publilhed his

Parallel, or comparifon betwixt the principles of Ariitotle's na-

tural philosophy, and thofe of Des Cartes, Paris, J 674. : Lis inten-

tion in this piece v, as not to ihew the oppofition betwixt tkefe two
philolbphers, but rather to make them agree, and to prove that

they do not diirer lb much as is generally thought •, yet this pro-

duction of his was but indifferently received, either becaufe

theie two phiiofophers differ too widely to be reconciled, or be-

caufe BciTu had not m;ute himfelf fufficrently acquainted with

their opinions. The next treatife he published was that on epic

poetry [g] ;
which gained him great reputation : Boileau fays it

is one of the belt compositions on tins fubjecl: that ever ap-

pealed in the french language [hJ. Uoffu having met with a
.' wrote by St. bolin agaiuit this gentleman, he wrote a

confutation of it. for which favour Boileau was extremely grate-

ful : and it produced an intimate friendfhip betwixt them, which
continued till o : :r author's death, in -arch 1680. He left avail

numl r of manul ;ript volumes, which are kept in the abbey of

St. John Je Chartres.

BO86UET (James), bifhop of Meaux, born at Dijon the

27th ci September .0/7. He received the fir ft rudiments of his

education there, and in 1642 was fent to Paris to finifh his ftudies

at the college of Navarre. In 1652 he received the degree of

D. D. and loon after went to Metz, where he was made a canon.

Whilil he reiided here, he applied himfelf chiefly to the Itudy

of the fcriptures, and the reading of the fathers, efpecially St.

Auguftine. In a little time he became a celebrated preacher,

and was invited to Paris, where he had for his hearers many of

the mo ft learned men of his time, and feveral perfons of the

firit rank at^court. in 1669 he was created bifhop of Condom,
and the fame month was appointed preceptor to the dauphin ;

upon which occafion, and the applaufe he gained in the dif-

charge of it, pope Innocent XI. congratulated him in a very

polite letter. When he had almoft fmifhed the education of this

prince, he addreffed to him his Difcours fur l'Hiftoire Univer-

felle, which was publilhed in 1681. About a year after he was
made preceptor he gave up his biihopric, becaufe he could not

[c] It is intituled, Traite du poeme of: he has prefixed a difcourfe to the abbS

epique par le. R. P. le Boil'u, chanoine re- de Morfan, containing an account ot the

gulier de S.iime Genevieve. The firft edi- treatife, and fome encomiums upon it;

tion was publilhed .it Paris in 1675. This and he has alfo given fome memoirs con-

work has gone thr ugh feveral editions, cerning Boffu's life.

There was one primed at the Hague in [hJ f . Courayer, Mem. touchant le P.

I714, which F. Le lourajer had the care le boifuj p. 29.

refids
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refute in his diocefc, on account of his engagement at court. In

1680 the king appointed him firft almoner to the dauphinefs,

and the year after gave him the bifhopric of Meaux. In 1697
he was made counfellor of flate, and the year following firlt

almoner to the duchefs of Burgundy. Nor did the learned

world honour him lefs than the court •, for he had been admitted

a member of the french academy ; and in 1695, at the defire of

the royal college of Navarre, of which he was a member, the

king constituted him their fuperior.

The writings of Bofluet had gained him no lefs fame than

his fermons. From the year 1655 he had entered the lifts againtl

the protectants ; the molt famous piece he wrote againft them
was his Refutation du catechifme de Paul Ferri. In 1671 he

wrote another, intituled, L'expofition de la doctrine de l'eglife

catholique fur les matieres de controverfe. This had the appro-

bation of the bifhops of France, as well as of the prelates and
cardinals of Rome. Innocent XI. wrote him two letters on the

fubjecl, and the work was tranflated into mod of the european

languages : M. I'abbe Montaign was the author of the englifh

tranflation. He brought back feveral to the romifh church who
had embraced the protectant religion ; and it was for the benefit

of fuch that in 1682 he publifhed hisTraite de la communion fous

les deux efpeces, and his Lettre paitorale aux nouveaux catholi-

ques. In 1686 he publifhed his Hiiloire des eglifes proteftantes,

for which, as well as feveral other of his writings, he was attack-

ed by Med*. Jurieu, Burnet, Bafnage, and feveral other proteftant

minifters. He always diftinguifhed himfelf as a zealous advo-

cate for the catholic religion ; and fo great was his defire to bring

•about a re-union of the protectants with the church of Rome,
that for this purpofe he voluntarily offered to travel into foreign

countries. He formed feveral Schemes for this purpofe, which
were approved of by the church of Rome, and might perhaps

have had fome fuccefs, had not the fucceeding wars prevented

his putting them in execution. His writings in regard to the

diiputes with the proteltants, and againll quietifm, make feveral

volumes.

There are extant of his feveral very celebrated funeral ora-

tions, particularly thofe on the queen-mother of France in 1667,
on the queen of England 1^69, on the dauphinefs 1670, on the

queen of France 1683, on the princefs Palatine 1685, on chan-
cellor le Tellier 1686, on the prince de Conde, Louis de Bour-
bon 1687. Nor, amidft all the great affairs in which he was
employed, did he neglect: the duty of his diocefe. The Statuts

Synodaux, which he publifhed in 1691, and feveral other of his

pieces, fhew how attentive he was to maintain regularity of dis-

cipline ; and this he did with fo much affability and discretion,

as rendered him univerfally loved and refpecled. After having

Spent
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fpent a life in the fervice of the church, he died at Paris, April

12, 1704, and was buried at Meaux •> where his funeral was ho-

noured with the prefence of many prelates his friends, and an
oration pronounced in his praife by father de la Hue the jefuit.

The fame honour was likewife paid to his memory at Paris, in

the college of Navarre, where cardinal Noailles performed the

pontifical ceremonies, and the funeral oration was fpoken by a

doctor of the houfe. Nor was Rome filent in his praife ; for

an eulogium was fpoken to lias memory ; and, what was un-

ufual, it was delivered in the italian tongue, at the college De
propaganda fide, by the chevalier Mallei, in prefence of feveral

cardinals, prelates, and other perfons of the iirit rank. It was
afterwards printed, and dedicated to his illullrious pupil the

dauphin [1].

BOSTON (Thomas, A. M). He was born at Dunfe in

Scotland, March 17, '676, and took his degrees in the univer-

fity of Edinburgh under many difadvantages, being rather in

indigent circumftances. In 1697 he was liceufed to preach, and

in 1699 ordained minifter at Simprin, a fmall parifh near the

borders of Scotland. In 1706 he was removed to Etterick, in

the fame neighbourhood, and became one of the molt popular

preachers of that age. In 1719 he publilhed his famous book,

intituled, Human nature in its fourfold Hate, a book that has

gone through many editions. In 1721 he publilhed, in latin,

Remarks on the vowel-points uled in hebrew, which is now
greatly efteemed on the continent of Europe. Pie died at Et-

terick, of a fcorbutic difoider, the ?oth of May 1732, aged 56.

Pie left ready for the prefs, A treatife on the covenant of

grace, and another on afflictions, which have been lince pub-

lished ; but the reft of his pofthumous works did not receive

his finifhing corrections. He likewife wrote Memoirs of him-
felf, puhlifhed after his death.

BOSWELL (James), was the eldeft fon of Alexander Bof-

well, lord Auchinleek, one of the judges in the fupreme courts

ol feflion and jufticiary in Scotland. He was born at Edinburgh,

Oct. 29, 1 740, and received the firlt rudiments of education in

•that city. Pie afterwards ftudied civil law in the univerfities of

Edinburgh and Glafgow. During his refidence in thefe cities,

he acquired by the iocicty of the englifh gentlemen who were
ftudents in the fcotch colleges, that remarkable predilection for

their manners, which neither the force of education, or the dul-

cedo of his natale folum, could ever eradicate. But, his molt
intimate acquaintance at this period was the rev. Mr. Temple,
a worthy, learned, and pious divine, whofe well-written charac-

[t] He left many works befides what the i?th of September 1704, and in the

we have mentioned, an exact lift of which Menioircs de Trevoux for the month of

siay he i'een in the Journal des Sivans of November of the fame year.

ter
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ter of Gray was inferted in Johnfon's life of that poet. Mr. Bof-

well imbibed early the ambition of diftinguifhing himfelf by his

literary talents, and had the good fortune to obtain the patron-

age of the late lord Somerville. This nobleman treated him
with the mod flattering kindnefs ; and Mr. Bofwell ever remem-
bered with gratitude the friendihip he fo long enjoyed with this

worthy peer. Having always entertained an exalted idea of the

felicity of London, in the year 1760 he vifited that capital ; in

the manners and amttfemerrtS of which he found fo much that

was congenial to his own tafte and feelings, that it became ever

after his favourite refidence, whither he always returned from
his eflatc in Scotland, and from his various rambles in different

parts of Europe, with ircreaiing eagernefs and delight ; and we
rind him, nearly twenty years afterwards, condemning Scotland

as too narrow a fphere, and wifhing to make his chief refidence

in London, which he calls the great fcene of ambition, inft-rac-

tion, and, comparatively, making his heaven upon earth. Ke
was, doubtlefs, confirmed in this attachment to the metropolis

by the flfong predilection entertained towards it by his friend

Dr. Johnfon, whofe fentiments on this fubjeel Mr. Bofvveli de-

tails in various parts of his life of that great man, and which
are corroborated by every one, in purfuit of literary and intel-

lectual attainments, who has enjoyed but a talte of the rich

feaft which that city fpreads before him.

The politenefs, affability, and insinuating urbanity of man-
ners, which diflinguifhed Mr. Bofwell, introduced him into the

companyof many eminent and learned men, whofe acquain-

tance and friendihip he cultivated with the greateft affiduity.

In truth, the efteem and approbation of learned men feem to

have been one chief object of his literary ambition ; and we
find him fo fuccefsful in purfuing his end, that he enumerated

fome of the greateft men in Scotland among his friends even be-

fore he left it for the firft time. Notwithstanding Mr. Bofwell

by his education was intended for the bar, yet he was himfelf

earncftly bent at this period upon obtaining acomrnilhon in the

guards, and fcliicited lord Auchinieck's acquiescence •, but re-

turned, however, by his defire, into Scotland, where he received

a regular courfe of inlirucfion in the law, and paffed Ills trials

as a civilian at' Edinburgh. Still, however, ambitious of dif-

playing himfelf as one of the " manly hearts who guard the

fair," he revised London a fecond time in 1762 5 and, various

occurrences delaying the purchafe of a commilTion, he was at

kngth perfuaded by lord Auchinleck to relinqmfh his purfuit,

and become an advocate at the fcotch bar. In compliance,

therefore, with his father's willies, he confented to go to Utrecht

the enfuing winter, to hear the lectures of an excellent civilian

in that univerfity •, after which he had perrniflion to make his

5 grand.
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grand tour of Europe. The year 1763 may be confidered the

moft important epocha in Mr. Bofwell's life, as he had, what he

thought a lingular felicity, an introduction to Dr. Johnfon.

This" event, fo aufpicious for Mr. Bofwell, happened on May
16, 1763. Having continued one winter at Utrecht, during

which time he vifited feveral parts of the Netherlands, he com-
menced his projected travels. Paffing from Utrecht into Ger-

many, he purfued his route through Switzerland to Geneva ;

whence he croiled the Alps into Italy, having vifited on his

journey Voltaiire at Ferney, and Roufieau in the wilds of Neuf-

chatel. Mr. Bofwell continued fome time in Italy, where he

met and affociated with lord Mountiluart, to whom he after-

wards dedicated his Thefes Juridical. Having vifited the molt

remarkable cities in Italy, Mr. Bofwell failed to Corfica, travelled

over every part of that ifland, and obtained the frie'nd'fhip of the

illuftrious Pafquale de Paoli, in who'fe palace he refided during

his ftay at Corfica. He afterwards went to Paris, whence he

returned to Scotland in 1766, and fbori after became an advo-

cate at the feotch bar. The celebrated Douglas caufe was at

that time a fubjecl of general difcuffion. Mr. Bofwell publifhed

the " tfience of the Douglas caufe j" a pamphlet which con-

tributed to procure Mr. Douglas the popularity which he at

^that time pofTefTed. In 1768 Mr. Bofwell publifhed his " Ac-
count of Corfica, with memoirs of General Paoli." Of this

printed performance Dr. johnfon thus expreffes himfelf:

" Your journal is curious and delightful. 1 know not whe-
ther I could name any narrative by which curiofity is better

excited or better gratified." This book has been tranfiated into,

the german, dutch, Italian, and french languages ; and was re-

ceived with extraordinary approbation. In the following win-

.ter, the theatre-royal at Edinburgh, hitherto rellrained by party-

fpirit, was opened. On this oecafion Mr. Bofwell was follicited

by David Rofs, efq. to write a prologue. The effect of this pro-

logue upon the audience was highly flattering to the author, and

beneficial to the rhanager ; as it fecufed to the latter, by the an-

nihilation of the oppofition which had been till tliat time too.

fuccefsfully exerted agairift him, the uninterrupted poffeffion of"

his patent, which he enjoyed till his death, which happened in

September 1790. Mr. Bofwell attended his funeral as chief

mourner, and paid the lad .honours to a man with whom he

had fpent many a pleafant hour.

In 1769, was celebrated at Stratford on Avon the jubilee in

honour of Shakfpeare. Mr. Bofwell, an enthufiaftic admirer of

the writings of our immortal bard, and ever ready to join the

feftive throng, repaired thither, and appeared at the maique-

rade as an armed corficau chief-, a character he was eminently

qualified to fupport. This year Mr. Bofwell was married to

Mifs
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Mifs Margaret Montgomery, a lady who, to the advantages of
a polite education, united admirable good fenfe and a brilliant

underitanding. She was daughter of. David Montgomery, efq.

related to the illuRrious family of EgHntoune, and reprefenta-

tive of the antient peerage of Lyle. The death of this amiable
woman happened in June 1790. Mr. Bofwell has honoured
her memory with an affectionate tribute. She left him two
fozis and three daughters; who, to ufe Mr. Eofwell's own
words, " if they inherit her good qualities, will have no reafon

to complain of their lot. Dos magna parentum virtus." In

1782 lord Auchinleck died. In 1783 Mr. Bofwell publifhed his

celebrated letter to the people of Scotland ; which is thus praifed

byjohnfon in a letter to the author :
" I am very much of your

opinion—your paper contains very confiderable knowledge of

hiftory and the conftitution, very properly produced and applied."

Mr. Bofwell communicated the pamphlet to Mr. 1 itt, who na-

turally gave it his approbation. This fir ft letter was followed

by a fecond, in which Mr. Bofwell difplayed his ufual energy

and political abilities. In 1785 Mr. Bofwell published " A jour-

nal of a tour to the Hebrides" with Dr. Johnfon ; which met
a fuccefs fimilar to his entertaining account of Corfica. This
year Mr. Bofwell removed to London, and was foon after called

to the engliih bar. But Mr. Bofwell's profeflional bufinefs was
interrupted by preparing his moil celebrated work, " The life

of Samuel Jolnfon, LL. D." This was publiilied in 1790,
and was received by tlic world with extraordinary avidity. It is

a faithful hillory of Johnfon's life ; and exhibits a mod intereft-

ing picture of. the character of that illuftrious moralift, deline-

ated with a mafteriy hand. The [)reparation of a fecond edi-

tion of this work was the laft literary performance of Mr. Bof-

well. Since then no particular circumftance occurred. Mr.
Bofwell (fay's another cf his biographers) undoubtedly poffeffed

confiderable intellectual powers ; as he couldteiever have dif-

played his collection of the witticifms of Ins friend in fo lively

a manner as lie has done, withoul having a picturefque imagi-

nations and a turn for poetry as well as humour. 'He had a con-

fiderable fl/are of melancholy in his temperament ; and, though

the general tenor of his life was gay and active, he frequently

experienced an unaccountable depreffion of fpirits. In one of

thefe gloomy moods he wrote a feries of effays under the title

of The. hypochondriac, which appeared in a periodical publi-

cation about the year 1782, and which he had thoughts of col-

lecting into a volume. Soon afrer his return from a vifit to Au-
chinleck, he was feized with a diforder which put an end to his

life, at his houfe in Portland-ftreet, on the 19th of June 1705, in

the 55th year of his age. Of his own character he gives the

following account in his journal of the tour to the Hebrides :

" 1 have
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** I have given a fketch of* Dr. Johnfon. His readers may wifh
to know a little of his fellow-traveller. Think, then, of a gen-
tleman of antient blood ; the pride of which was his predomi-
nant paflion. Pie was then in his 33d year, and had been about
four years happily married : his inclination was to be a foldier \

but his father, a refpeclable judge, had preffed him into the pro-

feflion of the law. He had travelled a good deal, and feea

many varieties of human life. He had thought more than any
body fuppofed, and had a pretty good flock of general learning

and knowledge. He had all Dr. Johnfon's principles, with fome
degree of relaxation. He had rather too little than too much
prudence ; and, his imagination being lively, he often faid

things of which the effect was very different from the inten-

tion. He refembled fometimes * The belt good man, with the

worft-natured mufe ' He cannot deny himfelf the vanity of*

finrflring with the encomium of Dr. Johnfon, whofe friendly

partiality to the companion of this tour reprefents him as one
" whofe acutenefs would help my enquiry, and whofe gaiety of
converfation, and civility of manners, are fufficient to couuter-

a& the inconveniencies of travel, in countries lefs 'hofpitable

than we have paffed."

BOTH (John and Andrew), flemifh painters, both deceafed

in 1650, had Bloemaert for their mafter. The union of thefe

two brothers was fo intimate, that they not only followed their

ftudies and travelled together, but even executed their pictures

in conjunction. John feized the manner of Claude Lorrain,

and Andrew that of Bamboche. The former painted the land-

fcape, and the other the figures and animals ; but their works,
though done by different hands, feerned the production of only

one. They were much efteemed, and fetched a great price.

Thefe artifts were chiefly diitinguifhed by an eafy touch, a mel-
low pencil, and a lively colouring.

BOTHLAN, was a chriftian phyfician of Bagdat, contem-
porary and antagonift of Ibn Rodhwan. They were continually

fparring at one another in their writings. Ibn Bothlan, that

he might be perfonally acquainted with his adverfary, made a

voyage into JSgypt, A. D. 1047. He was of a good exterior,

very eloquent, and well verfed in the belles-lettres. On the

other hand Ibn Rodhwan was of a dai'k and ugly countenance,

on account of which he had written a book to prove that it was
not neceffary for a phyfician to be handfome. Ibn Bothlan

ufed to call him the crocodile of the devil. Our Bagdat phy-
fician, on leaving /Egypt, went to Conftantinople, where he
lived a year. He died without having ever been married. What
Monf. d'Herbelot affures us of his having embraced the mo-
nallic life is not confirmed by Abou Ofaibah. Ibn Bothlan is

author of the following works : Kenafch, or a compendium of

Vol. II. K. k medicine
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medicine for the ufe of tlie convents •, Inflrirclions how to "hifjr

flaves and make profit by them ; Tables of health ; Of the dif-

cafes of phyficians •, Introduction to the art of medicine ; Da-
wat ol athebbai, the religion of phyficians j Of the cure of a
child who had the ftone [k].

BO IT (John de), an architect, born in France in 1670, of
proteftant parents, quitted his country early in life, and went
into the fervice of William of Orange, afterwards king of Great
Britain. After the death of that prince, he attached himfelf to

the elector of Brandenbourg, who gave him a poll of captain of

the guards. This however did not flacken his induftry in archi-

tecture. His firft edifice was the arfenal at Berlin. He after-

wards fignalized himfelf by various monuments of his art. Fre-

deric I. being dead, Bott conciliated the favour of Frederic

William, who raifed him to the rank of major-general, The
fortifications of Wefel, of which place he was commandant,
were conftructed under his direction. In 1728 he went into

the fervice of the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, in quality

of lieutenant-general and chief of the engineers. In Drefder*

are feveral edifices of his erection, where he died in 1745, with
a great reputation for probity, intelligence, and valour.

BOTT (Thomas), an englifh clergyman of ingenuity and-

learning, was defcended from an antient family in Staffordshire,

and born at Derby in 1688. . His grandfather had been a major
on the parliament fide in the civil wars : his father had dimi-

niflied a conliderable paternal eitate by gaming ; but his mother
7

being a notable woman,, contrived to give a good education to

fix children. Thomas the youngefh acquired his grammatical
learning at Derby j had his education among the diifenters ; and
was appointed to preach to a prefbyterian congregation at Spald-

ing in Lincolnfhire. Not liking this mode of life, he removed
to London at the end of queen Anne's reign, with a view of

preparing himfelf for phyfic ; but changing his meafures again,

he took orders in the church of England, foon after the acceilion

of George I. and was prefented to the rectory of Winburg in

Norfolk. About 1725 he was prefented to the benefice of Reyr

merfton \ in 1734, to the rectory of Spixworth ; and, in 1747,
to the rectory of Edgefield \ all in Norfolk. About 1750, his

mental powers began to decline; and, at Chriftmas 1752, he
ceafed to appear in the pulpit. He died at Norwich, whither

he had removed in 1753 with his family, Sept. 23, 17^4, leav-

ing a wife, whom he married in 17395 and alfo a fon, Edmund
Bott, efq. now of Chrift church in Hampthire, who is a fellow

of the Antiquarian focjety, and who publifhed, in 1771, A col-

lection of cafes relating to the poor la\v§[i/J» Among
Additions to the Bibl. Orientals of [i.] Mr. Eon's publications werr,

M Heibelot, at the ead of vol. iv, i> The peace and happiaefsof this world,

thr
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Among other learned acquaintance of Mr. Bott was Dr.

Samuel Clarke, of whom he relates, that he was not only of a

cheerful, but of a playful difpofition. Once, when Mr. Bott

called upon him, he found him fwimming upon a table. At an-

other time, when feveral of them were amufing themfelves

with diverting tricks, Dr. Clarke, looking out of the window,
and feeing a grave blockhead approaching, called out, " Boys,

boys, be wife ; here comes a fool." We have heard the like of

Dr. Clarke from other quarters.

BOVAD1LLA or BOBADILLA (Don Francisco de),

commander of the order of Calatrava, was in 1500 appointed

governor-general of the Indies by Ferdinand king of Spain.

That prince had occafion to repent of his choice. Bovadilla,

raifedall at once from the depth of rr.ifery to the fummit of ho-
nour, foon forgot his former condition. Scarcely was he ar-

rived at St. Domingo than he treated all his people with an
odious arrogance. He fummoned don Diego Colombo, brother

to Chriftopher, to mrrender to him the citadel of St. Domingo,
of which he had the keeping. Chriftopher Colombo, on hearing

thefe tidings, ran in all hafte to the alliftance of his brother.

Bovadilla, without any regard to his quality and his fervices, or-

dered him to be put in irons, together with don Diego and don
Bartholomew Colombo, brothers of Chriftopher. He fent them
to Spain with the minutes of their procefs. Ferdinand and
Ifabella, exafperated at this proceeding, iffued orders immediate-
ly to fet thefe illullrious prifoners at liberty. They prefented

them with a thoufand crowns, to defray their expences to Gre-
nada, where the court was then kept ; and there received

them with marks of extraordinary diftincYion. They annulled

all that had been done againft them, and promifed to recom-
' penfe and avenge them. Bovadilla was recalled, and don Ni-
cholas Ovando, commander of the order of Alcantara, was
fent in his place. Bovadilla found himfelf all on a fudden
abandoned to his fate. However, he was treated with honour
and refpecf. till the moment of his departure, which happened
fhortly after, and proved to be the laft acl: of his life. The
fleet in which he failed being fhipwrecked, he pevifhed with
many others. This was in 1 502. One and twenty fhips, all

freighted with gold, went to the bottom.

the immediate defign of chriftianity, on v/ich, April 30th 1730. 5. A 30th of
Luke ix. 56. a pamphlet in 8vo, 1724- January fermon, preached at Norwich,
2. A fecend tracl: in defence of tins, and printed at the requelf. of the mayor,

1730, 8vo. 3, The principal and pecu- &c. 6. Remarks upon Butler's 6ih chap-

liar notion of a late book, intituled, The ter of the analogy of religion, &c. concern-
religion of nature delineated, confidered, ing neceffity, 1730. 7. Anfwer to the

and refuted, 1725. This was againft firfl. volume of Warburton's divine lega-

Wollafton's notion of moral obligation, tion of Moles.

4. A vifitatioa fermon, preached a. Nor-

K k 2 BOTT-
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BOUCHARDON (Edmund), a french fculptor, was the

fon of a fculptor and architect, and born at Chaumoiit in Baf-

figni in i6p8. He was drawn by an irrefiftible paffion for thefe

two arts, but confined himfelf at length to the former. After

having pafled fome time at Paris under the younger Couflou,

and obtained the prize at the academy in 1722, he was carried

to Rome at the king's expence. Upon his return from Italy,

where his talents had been greatly perfected, he adorned Paris

with Ills works : a lift of them may be feen in a life of him,

publifhed in 1762, i2mo. by the count de Caylus. In 1744 he

obtained a place in the academy -, and, two years after, a

profefforfhip. He died in 1762, a lofs to the arts, and much la-

mented ; for he is deTcrjbed as a man of a fine, exalted, difis-

tercfted fpirit, and of molt amiable manners. Mafic was his

object in the hours of recreation, and his talents in this way
were very confiderable.

BOUCHER d'argis (Antoine Gaspard), born at Paris irt

1708, was admitted advocate in 1727, and counfellor in the fu-

preme council of Dombcs in 1753. He made notes on all the

works of jurifprudence of which he was editor. He publifhed,

I. A treatife des gains nuptiaux, Lyons, 1738, 4to. 2. Treatife

de la criee des meubles, 1741, 121110. 3. Regies pour former

un avocat, 1 753> i2mo. It was he who compofed the articles

of jurifprudence for the Encyclopedic, beginning in the third

volume.

BOUCHER (Francis), nrft painter to Louis XV. Lie ex-

celled in almolt every fpecies, but efpecially in the light and

agreeable. His infant Jefus fieeping, is finely coloured, ancc

defigned with a moft flowing contour. The fhepherd afleep on

the knees of his fhepherdefs, is a fweet little landfcape of fingu-

lar merit. Many of his other landscapes are peculiarly happy.

His other moil noted pieces are paftorals for the manufacture

of tapeftry, at Beauvais ; the mufes in the king's library (with

Vanloo and Natoire) ; the four feafons, in the figure of infants,

for the ceiling of the council-room at Fontainbleau ; a hunt o£

tygers, &c. He was ufually called the painter of the graces,-

and the Anacreon of painting. Died in 1770.

BOUCHER (John), one of thofe preachers of the gofpel,

who, to their fhame, have difgraced it, by applying it to the

purpofes of faction, and to inflame men to war inftead of per-

suading them to peace. He was a doctor of the Sorbonne, and

curate of St. Bennet at Paris-, and, in the time of the league,

was a moft feditiousand furious agent among the rebels. Their

iirft afl'embly was held in his apartment, in the college of For-

tet, in the year 1585. It was he who, by ordering the alarm-

bell to be rung in his church on the 2d of September 1587, con-

tributed more than any body elfe to a commotion of the people ;

the
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the confequences of which were fo ignominious to Henry III,

The fuccefs of that -
: ./ maderhifn n and the

he preached violently againft the perfon pi >. . . lg, ...

his councilors. He did more than preach, he wrote ; anci pub-

lished among other things a difcourfe on the juftice of depofing

Henry III [m].

After the death of that prince he was ftill more impudent,
becaufe he could then fcreen himfelf under a pretence th

fucceffor was aclually and notorioufly an huguenot. The pre-

tence failed him, to his great grief no doubt, when Henry IV.
profeffed himfelf a roman catholic : neverthelefs, that he might
not want an object for his factious and mutinous fpirit, he per-

fifted in his opinion ; and publifhed nine fermons to prove, that

the abjuration of the Bearnois, fo he infolently called Henry
from his being born in Beam, was but a feint, and that his ab-

fclution was void. His fermons and libels were burnt when
the Parifians fubmitted to Henry; but he continued in the

party of the leaguers, and retired into the Netherlands with the

fpanifli garrifon, which had been at Paris during the league.

They marched out upon the 22A ox March 1594- Boucher ob-

tained a canonry at Tournay, and died dean of the chapter of

that city fifty years after ;
" but very much altered in his hu-

mour," fays Mezeray, " being as zealous a Frenchman among
foreigners, as he had been a furious Spaniard in France [n].

This was but natural and confident ; for, provided there was
an- r thing to exercife a reftlefs and turbulent fpirit, what figni-

fied it to Boucher what it Avas ? " "When one confiders," fays

Mr. Bayle, " that the Spaniards not only gave a retreat, but alfo

a canonry, to fuch a man as Boucher -, nay, and, what was doing

him the greateft honour, fuffered him to pronounce at Tournay
the funeral oration of Philip II, ; one cannot forbear faying, that

in this world all things are facrificed to policy and intereft ; and
that good, bad, right, wrong, jufh, unjuft, &c. are nothing but

mere names, without a meaning."
BOUCHET (John), procureur of Poitiers, where he was

born in 1476, died in 1550, is known by his- annals of Aqui-
taine, Poitiers, 1644, folio, containing a great number of cim-
ous particulars, related with remarkable fimplicity. We have
fome pieces of moral poetry by him ; the moil lingular of them
is intituled, Le chapelet des princes, in his opufcula, 1525,410.

fw] Hear what the excellent Thuanus minable and {hocking things : for which,

fays of this moll infamous fatire ; for fuch as in his account, lie was juftly excluded

it was molt certainly. "A more flagitious from th; communion of the church, io ha

thing than this had not appeared in all concluded he had likewife loft all right

that time of exorbitant licentioufnefs. to the kingdom, was lawfully depofed, and
Theie the moil impudent brawler, rabuU at laft flain by the juft judgment and lm-
iWfJaderitifftmus, had in a reproachful pulfeofGbd." Hift. lib. xcv,

manner afperfedthe king with many abo- [n] Abieg. Chronol. adann. J594..

K k 3 It
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It is compofed of five -dixaines of rondeaux, with a ballad at th£

end of each dixaine. The author points out the virtues that

are the proper ornament of princes, and the defects they ought

to avoid. This chap!et is dedicated to Charles de la Trimouille.

The firft nineteen verfes begin with the letters of the name of

that feigneur. Alfo, Les regnards traverfant les voies perilleu*

ies, Paris, folio, without date ; and Les triomphes de la noble

et amoureufe dame, 1537, 8vo. In his annals of Aquitaine is

much labour and precilion j but, in regard to ftyle, it is rather

heavy.

BOTJCHIER (Thomas), archbifnopcf Canterbury, died in

i486. The only thing of any confequence, in which the arch-

biihop bore any part, was bringing the art of printing into Eng-
land, in the year 1464. The archbiihop being informed that a

prefs was fet up at Haarlem, prevailed on Henry VI. then on
the throne, to fend two men over, under the title of merchants,

in order to conceal their bufinefs, with a thoufand merks in

their pockets ; of which three hundred were furnifhed by the

archbiihop, that they might make themfelves mailers of this my-
flery. As foon as they were fettled at Haarlem they cultivated

an acquaintance with one of the coinpofitors ; and at length,

by money and promifes, perfuaded him to carry off a fet of let-

ters, and embark with them in the night for England. When
they came to the archbiihop (judging Oxford a more convenient

place for printing than London], he fent the compofitor thither

;

and for fear he ihould flip away before he had discovered the

whole fecret, they fet a guard upon the prefs •, and thus the art

of printing appeared fooner at this univerfity, by the care and

contrivance of this archbiihop, than at any other place in Eu-
rope, except Mentz and Haarlem. This was an act of public

fpiritednefs well worthy of the care of a primate of England ;

and, if he had taken all the expence upon himfelf, it would
have been Hill more for his honour. But archbiihop Bouchier

was more like fome of thofe who have followed than like thofe

who had gone before him in that fee. Notwithitanding the

noblenefs of his birth (he was brother to lord Effex), he had a

mean and illiberal turn. But if we read of none of his virtues,

we meet with none of his vices, except this of avarice j which,

in a great ecclefialtic, whofe loul can never be too much inclined*

to liberality, is one of the woril.

BOUDEWINS (Michael), phyfician, born at Antwerp,
where he acquired great reputation as a practitioner. He is the

author of a work equally uieful to divines and phyficians. He
here very judicially treats of thofe cafes in the practice of me-
dicine, that relate to the mind and confeience. The title of it

is, Ventilabrum medico- theologicum, Antwerp, 1666, 4to,

£cude\vins died at that place in 1681,

BOUFLERS
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COUPLERS (Louis Francois duc de), peer and marechal
of France, was born Jan. 10, 1644. His difpofitions for the art

of war having difplayed themfelves at a very early period, he was
chofen in 1669 to be colonel of a regiment of dragoons. He
greatly diftinguiihed himfelf at the head of that corps, under the

marechal de Crequi and under Turenne. He received a dan-
gerous wound at the battle of Voerden ; and another in the
affair of Entfheim, to the capture whereof he contributed much,
by the confeflion of Turenne. After feveral fignal exploits, he
gained immortal renown by the defence of Lille in 1708.
The fiege lafted near four months. Bouflers faid to his offi-

cers :
" Gentlemen, I truft to you ; but I anfwer for myfelf."

Prince Eugene carried on the fiege with fo much vigour that it

was obliged to fubmit. " I am very vain," faid he to Bouflers,
tc on having taken Lille ; but I had rather Hill have the glory
of having defended it like you." The king rewarded him as if

he had gained a battle. He was created peer of France ; had the
honours of firft gentleman to the king, and the furvivance of the
government of Flanders for his ekleit fort. When he entered the
parliament for his firft reception in it, turning to a crowd of
officers who had defended Lille with him, he faid :

" it is to

you that I am indebted for all the favours that are heaped upon
me, and on you I reflect them ; 1 have nothing to glory in but
the honour of having been at the head of fo many brave men."
During the fiege, one of his party having proved to him that he
could eafily kill prince Eugene, " Your fortune is made," re-

turned Bouflers, " if you can take him prifoner : but you fiiall

be punifhed with the utmoft feverity if you make an attempt on
his life ; and if I but fufpetted that you had any fuch intention,

I would have you iTiut up for the reft of your life." This ge-
nerofity, which formed a part of his character, induced him to

alk permiflion to ferve under the orders of marechal de Villars,

though he was his fenior. At the battle of Malplaquet in 1 709,
lie made the retreat in fuch good order, that he left behind him
neither cannon nor prifoners. The marquis de Bouflers united
the virtues of a good citizen with the activity of a general ; ferv-

ing his prince as the antient Romans ferved their republic ; ac-
counting his life for nothing when the fafety of his country was
in queftion, 'I he king having ordered him to go and fuccour
Lille, and having left to himfelf the choice of his lieutenants

5

he fet out that inftant, without fettling his affairs, or taking
leave of his family, and chofe for his officers, a man that had
been difgraced, and a prifoner of the baftiile. His magnificence
was equal to his love for his country and his fovereign. When
Louis XIV. formed the camp of Compiegne, to ferve as a leflbn

to his grand foil the duke of Burgundy, and as a fpedaclc to die
court; Bouflers lived there in fuch a fplendjd ftyle, that the

K k 4 king
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king faid to Livri, his maitre-d'hctel, " The duke of Burgundy
mud not keep a table ; we cannot outdo the marechal ; the duke
of Burgundy (hall dine with him when he goes to the camp.'*

This patriot, this general, died at Fontainbleau, Aug. 22, 1711,
aged 68. " In him (writes madame de Maintenon) the heart

died laft." We read in the continuation of the hiftory of Eng-
land by Rapin Thoyras, an anecdote too honourable to the me-
mory of this great man to be pafled over here in filence. King
William having taken Namur, in 1695, made Bouflers prifoner,

in violation of.the articles that had jufl been agreed on. Surprifed

at fo unjuft a proceeding, the marechal, frefh from the glorious

defence he had made, demanded the reafon of this perfidious

treatment. He was anfwered that it was by wfly of reprifals for

the garrifon of Dixmude and of Deinfe, which the French had
detained contrary to capitulation " If that be the cafe (faid

Eouflers), then my garrifon ought to be arrefted, and not I."

" Sir (he was anfwered), you are valued at more than ten thou-

fand men."
BOUGAINVILLE (M. D. F.), a native of France, whom

impartial pofterity will defervedly rank high in the lift of cir-

cumnavigators, his merits having been almoft equal to thofe of

the juftly celebrated captain Cook. He was killed by the mob
at Paris the 10th cf Auguft 1792.
BOUGAINVILLE (John Peter DF.),born at Paris Dec. 1,

1722, was educated with great care. His talents thus improved
procured him celebrity at an early period, and obtained for

him the places mod flattering to literary men at Paris. He be-

came penfionary and fecretary to the royal academy of inferip-»

tions, member of the french academy, and fome other foreign

focieties, cenfor-royal, keeper of the hall of antiquities at tha

Louvre, and one of the fecretaries in ordinary to the duke of

Orleans. His extraordinary induftry impaired his health ; fo

that he was old before his time. He died at the chateau de

Loches, Juue'22, 1763, at the age of 4/. His worthy qualities

acquired him zealous patrons and affectionate friends. In
his writing?, as in his manners, all was laudable, and yet no-»

thing fliewed the defire of being praifed With the talents that

render a man famous, he principally afpired at the honour of

being ufeful. Neverthelefs, literary ambition, which is not the

weakeft of ambitions, found him not infenfible. Accordingly he

was defirous of being admitted of the french academy ; he made
vigorous application to Duclos, at that time fecretary j mention-

ing, among other things, that he was afflicted with a difordcr

that was fapping his constitution, and that confequently his

place would foon be vacant again; the fecretary, an honeft

man, but of a hard and rough character-, had the cruelty to re-

ply, that it was not the buiinefs of the french academy to ad-

minifter
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fciznifler extreme unction. He wrote, 1. A translation of the

Anti-Lucretius of the cardinal de Polignac, 2 vols. 8vo, or one
vol. i2mo. preceded by a preliminary difcourfe full of good
fenfe. 2. Parallel between the expedition of Thamas Kouli
Khan in the Indies, and that of Alexander, a work of great

learning, abounding in ideas, ilights of imagination and elo-

quence ; but fometimes rather bombaftic.

BOUGEANT (Guillaume Hyacinthe), born at Quhn-
per, Nov. 4, 1690, became jefuit in 1706, died at Paris Jan. 7,

1743, being 53 years old. After being pi'ofeiTor of humanities
at Caen and at Nevers, he went to the college of Louis le grand
at Paris, which he left only during his fhort exile at la Fleche,

occafioned by his Amuiement philofophique f*r le langage des
betes. This book, in which he maintains that brutes are ani-

mated by daemons, dedicated to a lady, is written with elegance,

abounds with lively fallies of wit, and even with handiome com-
pliments. If we may give credit to a janfenift author, the jefuit

had not lefs ltudied the language of gallantry than that of the
beads. No one was ever more thoroughly (killed in the topo-
graphy, the manners, and the fpeech of the country of Ro-
mance, travels through which he publifhed under the name of
Fanferedin. He was alfo well verfed in thofe of fociety and
friendship, and his company was as much fought after for the
gaiety of his difpofuion as for die lights of his underftanding.

The toils and vexations he underwent accelerated his death.

He wrote feveral works which have preferved his memory
with reputation. 1. Hiftory of the wars and negotiations that

preceded the treaty of Weftphalia, during the administrations

of Richelieu and Mazarin, 2 vols. i2mo. This work, full of
curious facts, is written with elegance and dignity. The author
had certainly talents for politics, and was endowed with dis-

cernment, penetration, and tafte. 2. Hiftory of the treaty of
Weftphalia, 2 vols. 4to. or 4 vols. i2mo. 1744. Judicious re-

flections, curious and interefting diiquifitions, analyfis of cha-
racters and the artifices of negotiators ; elegance of ftyle, pure
without affectation, and agreeable without antithefes, have pro-
cured this book a diftinguifhed rank among the belt hiftories.

It was reprinted together with the former in 6 volumes, nmo.
1 75 1. 3. Expofition of the chriftian doctrine, &c. ; a good
book of roman catholic chriftianity, fomewhat like Nelibn's
feafts and fafts, and was tranflated into german in 1780. 4. A-
mufement philofophique fur le langage des betes, 1 vol. i2mo.
of which mention has been made above. It is a wild flight of
fancy, which created him a feries of troubles and uneafmefs.
The author retracted his opinions in a letter to the abbe Sava-
iette. 5. Collection of pbyfieal obfervations, extracted from
the beft writers, 4 vols. i2mo. 6. Three comedies in profe :

The
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The female do&or, or Divinity with a diftaff"; The faint un-
frocked ; and The french quakcrs. Some of the fcenes are
well enough feafoned ; but the reader yawns over others. It

was partly thefe comedies that incenfed the janfenifts againft

him ; and they feized the firfl opportunity to wreak their ven-
geance on him for his jokes.

BOUGUER (Peter), was born atCroifie, Feb. 10, i6o8»
His father was profeflbr-royal of hydrography, who cultivated

his early difpofitions for the fciences. The academy of fciences

at Paris adjudged the prize in 171 7 to his paper on the malting

of fhips, and admitted him of their body in 1731. He was
chofen in 1736, with Meffrs. Godin and de la Condamine, to

go to Peru for determining the figure of the earth : this jour-

ney added new lights to the fciences, to the arts, and to naviga-

tion. Bouguer had his fhare in the fatigues and the glory of

this enterprife with his fellow-travellers. During three years

lie worked on the Journal des Scavans. He brought out a

great number of publications, which are in great efteem with
geometricians. The relation of his voyage to Peru is in the

memoirs of the academy of fciences of the year 1 744. It is

written with lefs elegance than accuracy. Bouguer wrote a great

deal, but it coll him great pains : accordingly his performances

were fo dear to him, that his very exiflence feemed to depend on
the reputation they procured him. This exceffive fenfibility o£

his felf-love brought on him a multitude of evils, under which
he funk at the age of 61, the 15th of Augufl 1758. This aca-

demician, having paffed much of his life in the country, had
Contracted in folitude an inflexibility, a ferocity of character,

which fociety was not able to foften. The little knowledge he

had of mankind rendered him uneafy and miftruftful. He was
apt to look upon thofe who employed themfelves in the fame
purfuits with himfelf, as enemies who wanted to deprive him of

part of his fame. He intangled himfelf in difputes with M. de

la Condamine, which embittered his days, as that ingenious aca-

demician had got the public on his fide. We have feveral works

by Bouguer. The principal are, 1. Laconftruction du Navire,

1746, 4to. 2. La figui-e de la terre, 1749, 4to. 3. Traite d'op-

tique, 1760, 4to. 4. La manoeuvre des vaifTeaux, 1757, 4to. re-s-

publifhed fince by M. de la Caille, 1 76 1, 8vo.

BOUHOURS (Dominick) fo], a celebrated french critic,

was born at Paris in 1628 ; and has by fome been confidered

as a proper perfon to fucceed Malherbe, who died about that

time. He was entered into the fociety of jefuits at fixteen, and

uppointed to read lectures upon polite literature in the college

of Clermont at Paris, where he had ftudied ; but he was fo in-

Ceflantly attacked with the headach, that he could not purfue

[oj Baillet, Jugemens de» Savans, torn. xi. y. 661.

the
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the deftined taflc. He afterwards undertook the education of

two fons of the duke of Longueville, which he difcharged with,

great applaufe. 1 he duke had fuch a regard for him, that he

would needs die in his arms ; and the " Account of the pious

and chriftian death" of this great perfonage was the firil work
which Bouhours gave the public. He was fent to Dunkirk to

the popifh refugees from B ngland ; and, in the midit of his

mifhonary occupations, found time to compofe and publifti

books. Among thefe were Entretiens d'Arifte & d'Eugene, a

work of a critical nature, and concerning the french language.

His book was printed no lefs than five rimes at Paris, twice at

Grenoble, at Lyons, at Eruileis, at Amfterdam, at Leyden, &c.

and embroiled him with a great number of cenfors, with Menage
in particular ; who, however, lived in friendfhip with our au-

thor before and after. There is a paffage in this work which
gave great offence in Germany; and that is, where he

makes it a quettion, " Whether a German could be a bel ef-

prit ?" The fame of it, however, and the phafure he took of

reading it, recommended Bouhours fo effe&ually to the cele-

brated minifler Colbert, that he trufted him with the edu-

cation of his fon, the marquis of Segnelai [p]. The remarks

and doubts upon the french language has been reckoned one

of the moft considerable of our author's works; and maybe
read with great advantage by thofe who would perfect them-

felves in that tongue. Menage, in his Obfervations upon the

french language, has given his approbation of it in the following

paffage :
" The book of Doubts," fays he, " is written with

great elegance, and contains many fine obfervations. And, as

Ariflotle has fviid, that reafonable doubt is the beginning of all

real knowledge ; fo we may fay alfo, that the man who doubts

fo reafonably as the author of this book, is himfelf very capable

of deciding. For this reafon perhaps it is, that, forgetting the

title of his work, he decides oftener than at fir ft he propofed."

Bouhours was the author of another work, which we have not

mentioned below : and that is, The art of pleafing in conver-

fation, printed at Paris in 1688. M. de la Crofe, who wrote the

eleventh volume of the Bibliotheque Univerfelle, has given an
account of it, which he begins with this elogium upon the author,
11 A very little (kill," fays he, " in flyle and manner will enable

a reader to difcover the author of this work. He will fee at

[p] He wrote afterwards feveral othtr London in iG^IS, with a dedication pre-

works in french ; the chief cf which are, fixed to king James the fecond's queen.

j. Remarks and doubts upon the french To the above may be added, 5. Ingeni-

language. 2. Dialogues upon the art of ous thoughts of the antients and moderns
;

thinking well in works of genius. 3. The 6. Ingenious thoughts of the fathers of the

life of St. Ignatius. 4. The life of St. church; 7. Tranflations of many books of

Francis Xavier, apoftle of the Indies and devotion ; and at laft, 8. Of the Nevv
Japan. This laft work was translated into Te.ilaBientit.felf.

cnglilh by Mr. Dryden, and publifhed at

once



5o8 BOULAI.
Once the nice, the ingenious, and delicate turn, the elegance

and politenefs of father Bouhours. Add to this the manner of
writing in dialogue, the cuftom of quoting himfelf, the collect-

ing ftrokes of wit, the little agreeable relations interfperfed, and
a certain mixture of gallantry and morality which is altogether

peculiar to this jefuit. This work is inferior to nothing we
have feen of father Bouhours. He treats in twenty dialogues,

with an air of gaiety, of every thing which can find a way into

converfation •, and, though he avoids being fyftematical, yet he
gives his reader to underftand, that there is no fubjett what-
ever, either of divinity, philofophy, law, or phytic, &c. but may
be introduced into converfation, provided it be done with eafe,

politenefs, and in a manner free from pedantry and affectation."

He died at Paris, in the college of Clermont, upon the 27th
of May 1702 ; after a life fpent, fays Moreri, under fuch con-

ftant and violent fits of the headach, that he had but few in-

tervals of perfect eafe.

BOUILLAUD (Ismael), was born at Loudun the 28th of

Sept. 1605, of protefiant parents. He quitted that religion, and
took orders among the papifts. The belles-lettres, hiftory, ma-
thematics, law, and divinity, alternately employed his ftudies.

He retired when in years to the abbey of St. Victor, where he
died Nov. 2tj, 1694, at four-fcore. He was in correfpondence

with the learned of Italv, Germany, Poland, and the Levant,

with whom he made acquaintance on his travels in different

countries. He had great merit, but it was equalled by his mo-
defty. He wrote to one of his friends who had been lavifh of

his commendations on him :
" There is nothing I dread fo

much as praife. If what I do is approved by worthy perfons

{killed in the fubjects I handle, it is enough ; and that pure and
fimple approbation is of more value than the mod laboured pa-

negyrics.'' He publifhed, 1. Opus novum ad arithmeticum in-

finitorum, in 6 books, 1682, in folio. 2. Difcourfe on the re-

formation of fome religious orders, Src. 3. An edition of the

hiftory of Ducas, in greek, with a latin verfiori and learned

notes, Louvre, 1649, folio.

BOULAT (Cjesar Egasse du), regifter and hiftoriographer

of the univerhty of Paris, was profeffor of rhetoric many years

in the college of Navarre. He publifhed a treatife of rhetoric,

intituled, Speculum eloquentire, which was valued. His The-
faurus antujuitatum romanarum came out in folio at Paris, 1650.
Several law cafes of his compofing have been publifhed, relating

to the differences which arofe concerning the election of the

officers of the univerfity, and fuch like matters. But the work
for which he ought chiefly to be remembered is, The hiftory of

the univerfity of Paris, which he publifhed in fix volumes folio.

The firft part of it appeared in 1665, but it teems was difap-

9 proved j
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proved ; for we find a cenfure of the theological faculty at Paris

published upon it in J 667, which was anfwered by du Boulai

the fame year. The impreffion of it was Hopped for fome time ;

but the commissioners appointed by the king to examine what
was already printed, and the author's defign, reported, that no-

thing could reaSonably hinder the impremon from being conti-

nued. Du Boulai died the 16th of October 1678. He was
born in the village of St. Ellicr, in the Lower Maine j but ws
do not find in what year.

BOULAINVILLIERS (Henry de), lord of St. Saife, and
an eminent french writer, was deScended from a very antient

and noble family, and born at St. Saife in 1658. His education

was among the fathers of the oratory 5 where he discovered

from his infancy thofe uncommon abilities for which he was af-

terwards distinguished [qj. He applied himfelf principally to

the molt ufeful of all Studies, the Itudy of hiftory ; and his per-

formances in this way are numerous and confiderable. He was
the author of, 1. A hiftory of the Arabians ; 2. Fourteen letters

upon the antient parliaments of France ; 3. A hiftory of France
to the reign of Charles VIII. 4. The Hate of France, with histo-

rical memoirs concerning the antient government of that mo-
narchy to the time of Hugh Capet; "written (fays Montef-
quieu) with a Simplicity and honeft freedom, worthy of that an-

tient noblefTe from which their author was deScended." He was,

fays Voltaire, the moSt learned man of the kingdom in hiftory,

and the molt capable of writing that of France, if he had not
been too Systematical. He died at Paris in 1722, and aSter his

death was published his Life of Mohammed, which has made
him pafs for no very firm believer. He is fuppofed to have
meant ill to revelation in this work, which is looked upon rather

as an apology for Mohammed than a life of him ; and from this

motive he is thought to have defended that impoftor Sarther,

and to have placed him in a more advantageous light than any
historical testimonies can juftify. It is very certain, that both

Mohammed and his religion have been Shamefully abufed and
miSrepreSented by the greater part of thofe who have written

about them ; and it is well known, that the learned Adrianus
Relandus, who never was SuSpcclcd of any difaSfection to Chri-

stianity, wrote his book De religione Mohammedica, to vindi-

cate them from Such injurious misrepresentations. Why might
not the fame love of truth, and defire to render unto every man
his due, move our author to undertake the Same talk? It is to

be obServed, that this life of Mohammed is not entirely finifhed

by Boulainvilliers ; who, as we learn from an advertisement

prefixed te the Amfterdam edition of 1730, 8vo, died while he

[qJ Did. Hiftorique Portatif, par L'Advocat.

was
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was employing himfelf upon the laft years of it. A fhort and
general account of it, however, was continued by another hand,

and makes about a fixth part of the whole.

Befides thofe which we have mentioned, he wrote feveral

other works, " in which (fays the author from whom this fhort

account is taken) one cannot ooferve, without aftonifhment,

that the fame perfon, who calls into queftion the moft inconteft-

able dogmas of religion, fhould blindly believe in the reveries

of judicial aftrclogy [r]." But he mould have remembered,

that this was far from being a fingularity in Boulainvilliers, if it

was true, which we do not prcfume to fay ; for that the great

cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin, and a thoufand others at that

time in France, who had not a jot more religion than they,

were yet all of them fubjecl to the fame delufion.

BOULANGER (Nicholas Anthony), a very fmgular

Frenchman, was born at Paris in 1722, and died there in 1759,
aged only 37. During his education, he is faid to have come
out of the college of Beauvais almoft as ignorant as he went in -

y

but, ftruggling hard againft his inaptitude to ftudy, he at length

overcame it[s]. At 17 he began to apply himfelf to mathema-
tics and architecture ; and, in three or four years, made fuch a

progrefs as to be ufeful to the barpn of Thiers, whom he ac-

companied to the army in quality of engineer. Afterwards he

had the fupervifion of the highways and bridges ; and he exe-

cuted feveral public works in Champagne, Burgundy, and Lor-

rain. In cutting through mountains, directing and changing the

courfes of rivers, and in breaking up and turning over the ftrata

of the earth, he faw a multitude of different fubftances, which
(he thought) evinced the great antiquity of it, and a long feries of

revolutions which it mult have undergone. From the revolu-

tions in the globe, he paiTed to the changes that mud have hap-

pened in the manners of men, in focieties, in governments, in

religion ; and he formed many conjectures upon all thefe. To
be farther fatisfied, he wanted to know what, in the hiftory

1

of

ages, had been faid upon thefe particulars; and, that he might

be informed from the fountain-head, he learned firft latin, and

then greek. Not yet content, he plunged into hebrew, fyriac,

chaldaic, and arabic : and acquired fo immenfe an erudition,

that, if he had lived, he would have been one of the moft learned

men in Europe : but death, as we have obferved, prematurely

took him off.

His works are, I. Traite du defpotifme oriental, in two vols.

i2mo. 2. L'antiquite devoile, par fes ufages, in three vols.

l2mo. 1 his was pofthumous. 3. Another work, intituled, Le

£ k J
D;£V. Hiftorique, &c. [s] Di<ft. <ks hommcs eel. in Sippl.

chriftiafnfine
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fchrHUanifme demafque, in 8vo, is attributed to him, but it is.

not certain that he was the author of it. 4. He furniflied to the

Encyclopedic the articles Deluge, Corvee, and Societe. 5. A
difiertation on Elifha and Enoch. 6. He left behind him in MS.
a dictionary, which may be regarded as a concordance in antient

and modern languages. Boulanger is faid to have been of a
fweet, calm, and engaging temper, and that his countenance

very much refembled that of Socrates, as if appears on the an-

tique gems.

BQULAY (Edmund du), herald at arms to the dukes of

Lorrain, lived in the middle of the xvith century. He was a.

fertile writer, but it is not known in what year he died. He
produced, 1. A morality in verfe under this title : Combat de

la chair et de l'efprit, Paris, 1549, 8vo. 2. La genealogie des

dues de Lorraine (Antoine et Frangois), Metz, 1547,4*0.
4. Le voyage du due Antoine vers l'empereur Charles Quint,
in 1543, to treat of peace with Francis 1. 8vo. This laft book
is in verfe.

BOULLEGER (Claude Francis Felix), feigneur de Ri-

very, was born in 1724. He practifed fome time as an advocate

at Paris ; but his predominant paffion was the ftudy of the

belles-lettres and philofophy. He could not cultivate them
long, however, for he was carried off by death at the age of 34,
in 1758. He was of a generous foul, a fenfible heart, a cheerful

temper, and a worthy conduct : referved with thofe whom he
did but nightly know ; open and pleafant with his friends and
intimates. He had an agreeable figure, much politenefs, a live-

ly and penetrating mind, a prodigious memory, and an ardent

ambition to acquire all human knowledge, as well as to occupy
the forem oft places. The chief of his writings are, 1. Traite de
la caufe ct des phenomenes de 1'electricite, en 2 parties, 8vo.

2. Recherches hiftoriques et critiques fur quelques anciens fpec-

tacles, et particulierement fur les mimes et les pantomimes,
i2mo. 3. Fables et contes en vers frangois. Some of thefe

tales and fables are of his own invention ; and the reft are taken

from Phredrus, Gay, and Gellert. They may be read with plea-

iure, even after thofe of La Fontaine.

BOULLIER (David Renauld), minifterat Amfterdam, af-

terwards at London, originally of Auvergne, born at Utrecht
March 24, 1699, died Dec. 24, 1759, at the age of 60 ; was as

refpectable for his manners as his learning. His principal

works are, 1. Diflertatio dc exiftentia Dei, 1716. 2. EiTai phi-

lofophique fur Fame des betes, 1728, i2mo, and 1737, 2 vols.

8vo. 3. Expofition dela doctrine orthodoxe de la trinite, i 734,
i2mo. 4. Lettres fur les vrais principes de la religion, 1741,
2 vols. i2mo. 5. Recherches fur les vertus de Teau de Gou-

dron,
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dron, tranflated from bifhop Berkley, 1745, i2mo. 6. SefmOflSij

1748, 8vo, and a great many other works.

BOULLOGNE (Lewis), a celebrated french painter, and:

profeflbr of the academy of painting, very diftinguifhed for join-

ing in his compofitions a noble enthufiafm to a wonderful ele-

gance. His picture of Auguftus fhutting the temple of Janus*
which he executed for his- reception into the academy, his four

elements; his flight into ^Egypt; with. many of his pieces at

Notredame, at the Hotel-de-ville, and at the Chartreux, &c.
have great and diftinguifhed merit. Died at Paris in 1674. He
left behind two fons and two daughters, who were admired for

their talents in thefame^art,

BOULOGNE (Bon), his eldeft fon, was born at Paris 1654,
had formed himfelf at Rome and in Lombardy. He had that

particular talent of imitating the antient mafters, which the Ita-

lians call the art of making Pafticci. He was alfo, from his

univerfality in it, called the Proteus of painting. Died 1697,
aged 43.
BOULTER (Hugh), D. D. born in or near London, of re-

putable and wealthy parents, was educated at Merchant taylors

fchool ; and before the revolution was thence admitted a com-
moner of Chrift-church in Oxford. Some time after he was
chofen a demy of Magdalen college, at the fame election with
Addifon and Dr. Wilcox. From the merit and learning of the

perfons elecled, this was commonly called by Dr. Hough, prefi-

dent of the college, the Golden Election. He afterwards became
fellow of the fame college ; in which ftation he continued in

the univerfity till he was invited to London by fir Charles

Hedges, principal fecretary of ftate, in 1700, who made him
his chaplain, and recommended him to Tenifon, archbifhop of

Canterbury ; but his firft preferments were owing to the earl of

Sunderland, by whofe intereft and influence he was promoted to

the parfonage of St. Olave in Southwark, and the archdeaconry

of Surry. Here he continued discharging very faithfully every

part of his paltoral office, till he was recommended to attend

George I. as his chaplain, when he went to Hanover in 1 7 19.

He taught prince Frederic the englifh language ; and by his

conduct, he fo won the king's favour, that he promoted him to

the deapry of Chrift-church, and the bifhopric of Briftol in the

fame year.

As he was vifiting his diocefe five years afterwards, he re-

ceived a letter from the fecretary of ftate, acquainting him, that

his majefty had nominated him to the archbifhopric of Armagh,
and primacy of Ireland. This honour he would gladly have de-

clined, and de fired the fecretary to ufe his- good offices with his

majefty to excufe him from accepting it. Ireland happened to

be at this juncture in a great flame, occafioned by Wood's ruin-

ous
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©us project ; and the miniftry thought the bifhop would greatly

contribute to quench it by his judgment, moderation, and ad-
drefs. The king therefore laid his abfolute commands upon
him ; to which he fubmitted, but with fome reluctance. As
foon as he had taken pofleflion of the primacy, he began to con-
fider that country, in which his lot was caft for life, as his own ;

and to promote its true intereft with the greater!; zeal and afli-

duity. He often faid, " he would do all the good to Ireland he
could, though they did not fuffer him to do all he would." The
fcarcity of filver coin in Ireland was exceffively great, occafioned

by reducing the value of gold coin in England, and the balance

of trade, which lay againft them. To remedy this inconveni-

ence, the primate fupported a fcheme at the council table, to

bring gold and filver nearer to a par in value, by lowering that o£
the former t, which was carried into execution. The populace, en-
couraged by fome dealers in exchange, who were the only lofers

by the alteration, grew clamorous, and laid the ruin of their

country at the primate's door. But, confcious of his own inte-

grity, he defpifed the foolifh noife : experience evinced the uti-

lity of the project ; the people in a fhort time recovered their

fenfes ; and he foon rofe to the greatefl; height of popularity.

In June 1742 he made a vifit to his native country; died in

London the September following ; and was buried in Weft-
minfter abbey. His deportment was grave, his afpect venerable,

his temper meek and humble, and hardly to be ruffled by the

mod trying provocations. He was an undifTembled patron of
liberty, both civil and religious ; his benevolence and charity

were fuch as will be the admiration and blefling of the prefent

times and of pofterity. His learning was univerfal ; yet he left

no remains of it to the public except fome occafional fermons,
and charges to his clergy. We mail therefore give no catalogue

of his literary, but an imperfect, one of his charitable works,
which are certainly more worthy both of honour and imita-

tion.

In 1729 there was a great fcarcity, the poor were reduced
to a miferable condition, and the nation was threatened with fa-

mine and pellilence. The primate diftributed valt quantities of
grain through feveral parts of the kingdom ; directed all the

vagrant poor th?t crowded the ftreets of Dublin, to be re-

ceived into the poor-houfe, and there maintained them at his

private expence, until the following harveft brought relief. In
the latter end of 1740, and the beginning of 1741, Ireland was
again afflicted with a great fcarcity ; and the prelate's charity

was again extended, though with more regularity than before.

The poor were fed in the work-houfe twice every day, accord-

ing to tickets given out by perfons entrufted, the number of

which amounted to 732,314: and it appeared that 2500 fouls

Vol. II. L

1

were
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were fed there every morning and evening, moftly at the pri-

mate's expence.

When the fcheme for opening a navigation by a canal from
Lough-Neagh to Newry -was propofed in parliament in 1729,
the primate patronifed it with all his interefl j and when the

bill was palled, and the work fet about, was very inflrumental

in carrying it on with effect. One part of the defign was to

bring coals from thence to Dublin, and the coal mines were m
the fee-lands of Armagh, which were then leafed out to a te-

nant. The primate, fearing the leffee might be exorbitant in his

demands, puvchafed the leafe at a great expence, in order to ac-

commodate the public. He alfo gave timber out of his woods
to carry on the work ; and often advanced his own money,
without interefl, for the fame purpofe. He gave and fettled a

competent itipend on an affiflant curate at Drogheda, a large

and populous town in his diocefe •, where the cure was too bur-

thenfome for one clergyman, and the revenues of the church

were not fufficient for the fupport of two. He maintained fe-

veral fons of his poor clergy at the univerfity. He erected and
endowed hofpitals, both at Drogheda and Armagh, for the re-

ception of clergymen's widows •, and fettled a fund for putting

out their children apprentices. He built a (lately market-houfe

at Armagh, at the expence of above 800I. He fubfcribed 50I.

per ann. to Dr. Stevens's hofpital in Dublin, for the maintenance

and cure of the poor; and furnifhed one of the wards for the

reception of patients at a confiderable expence. His charities,

for augmenting fmall livings, and buying of glebes, amounted to

Upwards of 30,0001. befides what he devifed by his will for the

like purpofes in England. He was the main inilrument of ob-

taining a royal charter for the incorporated fociety for promot-

ing englifh proteftnut fchools in Ireland, of which he was vice-

prefident and treafurer. He paid all the fees for pafnng the

charter out of his own purfe -, fubfcribed 23I. per ann. and af-

terwards paid upwards of 400I. towards the building of a work-
ing-fchool, on the lands of Santry, near Dublin. Befides this,

the fociety were often obliged to him for their necefiary fupport

;

who, to his annual and occafional benefactions, frequently added

that of being their conflant refource in all emergencies, by an-

fwering the draughts made on him as treafurer, when he had no
cafh of the fociety in his hands, which amounted to confiderable

fums. Thefe are a part, and only a part, of the primate's pub-

lic charities.

BOURDALOUE (Louis), juniy efteemed the bed preacher

France ever produced, was born in Bourges, in Augufl 1632,

and entered into the fociety of the jefuits in Nov. 1648. After

having fludied rhetoric, philofophy, and divinity, the uncommon
talents which he difcovered for the pulpit determined the fociety

4
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to fet liim apart for that fervice. The high reputation he quickly

acquired, as a preacher in the country, induced his fuperiors to

fend for him to Paris in 1669. He preached during the courfe

of that year in their church of St. Louis, where he (hone with
more lultre than ever. In Advent 1670, he began to appear at

court ; where his difcourfes were liftened to with the higheft

fatisfattion. Upon the revocation of the edict of Nantz, the

king very prudently made choice of him to preach the catholic

doctrine to the new converts in Languedoc. The latter part

of his life he confecrated to the fervice of the hofpitais, the

poor and the prifoners ; and, by his pathetic difcourfes and en-

gaging manner, procured for them very bountitui alms. He died

in May 1704. A correct edition of his fermons was published

at Paris 1707, by father Bretonneau.

BOUR£)ElLLES (Peter de), better known by the name of

Brantome, of which he was abbot, added to that title thofe of
lord and baron of Richemont, chevalier, gentleman of the

chamber to the kings Charles IX. and Henry ill. and chamber-
lain to the duke of Alencon, He had tiie defign of being created

a knight of Maltha in a voyage he made to that ifte during the

time of the fiege in 1565. He returned to France, where he
was fed with vain expectations ; but he received no other for-

tune (as he tells us himfelf ) than of being welcomed by the

kings his mailers, great lords, princes, fovereigns, queens, prin-

celTes, &c. He died July 5, 16 14, at the age of 87. His me-
moirs were printed in ten volumes, . 1 2mo, viz. four of the

french commanders; two of foreign commanders; two of women
of gallantry ; one of iiluftrious ladies ; and one of duels. The
lafl edition is that of the Hague, 1741, 15 vols. i2mo. on ac-

count of the fupplement, which makes five. Thefe memoirs
are abfolutely neceilary to all thofe who would know the private

hillory of Charles IX. of Henry III. and of Henry IV. Here
the man is more reprefented than the prince. The pleafure of
feeing thefe kings in their peculiarities and off the ftage, added
to the fimplicity of Brantome's ftyle, renders the reading of his

memoirs extremely agreeable [t]. But fome of his anecdotes

feem

[t] Brantome (fays M. Anquetil) is in the actions pretended to b« indifferent*

the hands of every body. All the world which were thought to be neglected- and
pretends to have read him ; but he ought loft, aud which neverthelefs mark the

particularly to be put into the hands of character, would render them more cir-

pnnces, that they may learn how impof- cumfpedt.— In reading Brantome a pro-

lible it is for them to hide themfelves ; blem forces itfelf on the mind, which it is

that they have an importance in the eyes difficult to folve. It is very common to

of their coui tiers, which draws attention to fee that author joining together the mod
all their adtions ; and that, fooner or later, difcordant ideas in regard to morals. Some-
the molt fecret of them are revealed to times he will reprelent a woman as ad-
pofterity. The reflections that would oc- didted to the moft infamous refinements

cur, on feeing that Brantome has got to- of libertinifm, and then will conclude by
gether all the little tranfaftions, all the faying that (he was prudent and a good

idle words that have efcaped them, all chriftian. So ltkewife of a prieft, of a'

L 1 z moak
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feem thrown out at random. Such is that which he relates of

Charles V. " I have heard fay (fays he) that if he had pofleffed

as much ftrength of body as vigour of mind, he would have

gone to Rome with a powerful army fo make himfelf be elected

pope. What a flrange man ! and how ambitious he muft have

been! (continues he) Accordingly God did not permit it. Un-
able therefore to become pope, he made himfelf a monk." This

defign attributed to Charles V. by Brantome, is not to be

found in any hiilorian, even in thofe who have fpoken the

mod freely of that prince. Indeed he has been charged with

afpiring at univeirfal empire ; but we fee no where any trace of

his pontifical ambition. Were we to examine feveral other

fatls related by Brantome, and repeated a hundred times after

him, we ihould find that molt of them have no better foundation

than this.

BOURDEILLES (Claude de), grand-nephew of the former,

Comte de Montrefor, attached to Gallon of Orleans, both while

lie was in favour, and when he had loll it, was feveral times

deprived of his liberty for ferving that prince. Difgufted with

the tumult and the artifices of the court, he took up the refolu-

tion of enjoying the fweets of privacy. He died at Paris in

166:5. He left memoirs, known under the name of Montrefor^

2 vols. 1 2rao, which are curious, as containing many particulars

of the hiftory of his time. Montrefor makes no fcruple of

relating the projects he formed againft the life of cardinal Ri-

chelieu.

BOURDELOT (John), a learned french critic, who has

diftinguifhed himfelf in the republic of letters, by writing notes

upon Lucian, Petronius, and Heliodorus. He lived at the end
'

of the xvith, and in the beginning of the xviith century ; was
of a good family of Sens, and educated with care. He applied

liimfelf to the ftudy of the belles lettres and of the learned lan-

jhonk or any other ecclefiaftic, he will his writings, ani for frequently putting,

relate anecdotes more than wanton ; and modefty to the blufh. We perceive in,

will tell us very gravely at the end, that Brantome the character of thofe young

this ma.n lived regularly according to his men, who, making a part of the court by

Itation. Almolt all his memoirs are full their birth, pa fs their iives in it without

of iimilar contradictions in a fort of epi- pretenfioii3 and without defires. They
gram. On which I have this queltion to amufe thcmfelves with every thing : if an

jjropofe : Was Brantome a lihei tine ; who, action has a ridiculous fide, they feize it ;

in order to lpnrt more fecureiy with reli- if it Iras not, they give it one. Brantome

,gion and morals, affeAs in the expretTion only (kims along the furface of a fubject ;

a refpect to which the very matter of the he knows nothing of diving into an ac~tion»

recital gives the lie ? or, Was he one ot and unfolding the motives that gave it

thofe perfons who generally go under the birth. He gives a good picture of what he

flame of amiable topi ; who, without piia- has feen, relates in fimple terms what he

eiples as without deiign, confound virtue has heard; but it is nothing uncommon to

and vice, making no real difference be- fee him quit his main object, return to it,

tween one character and another ? What- quit it again, and conclude by thinking no

ever judgment we may form of him, we more of it. With all this irregularity he

muft always blame him for omitting to pleaies, becaufe he aaiufes.

eWervc a proper reverence for decorum *»

guages i
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guages ; and Baillct tells us, that he pafied for a great con-
noiueur in the oriental tongues, and in the knowledge of ma-
nuscripts* Thefe purfuits did not hinder him from being con-
fummate in the law. He exercifed the office of advocate to the
parliament of Paris in 1627, when Mary of Medicis, hearing of
his uncommon merit, made him mailer of the requefts. He
died fjiddenly at Paris in 1638. His notes and emendations
upon Lucian were publifhed at Paris, with that author, in folio,

1615; Heliodorus, with his notes* in 1619, 8vo. ; and his

notes on Petronius, were printed with that author at Amfter-
dam in 16&3 [u], i2mo. Fabricius calls his notes on Lucian
fhort and learned, and lpeaks of Bourdelot as then a young man,
adhnc juvenis £x].

There was alfo abbe Bourdelot, his filler's fon, who changed
his name from Peter Michon to oblige his uncle ; and whom he
took under his protection, and educated as his own fon. He
was a very celebrated phyfician at Paris, who gained great re-

putation by a treatife upon the viper, and feveral other works.
He died there Feb. 9, 1685, aged 76.

BOURDON (Sebastian), an eminent french painter, born
at Montpelier in 16 10, had a genius fo impetuous, that it

would not allow him to reflect: fufHciently, nor ftudy the effen-

tials of his art fo much as was necelTary to perfect him in it.

He was feven years in Rome, but obliged to leave it before he
had finifhed his fludies, on account of a quarrel. However,
he acquired fo much reputation by his works, both in landscape
and hiltory, that, upon his return to France, he had the ho-
nour of being the fir ft who was made rector of the royal aca-
demy of painting and fculpture at Paris. The fine arts being
interrupted by the civil wars in France, he travelled to Sweden,
where he ftaid two years. He was very well elteemed, and
nobly prefented, by that great patronefs of arts and fciences,

Chriftina, whofe portrait he painted. He fucceeded better in his

landscapes, than in his hiftory-painting. His pieces are feldom
finifhed ; and thofe that are fo are not always the fineft. He
once laid a wager with a friend, that he painted twelve heads
after the life, and as big as the life, in one day. He won it j

and thefe heads are faid to be not the word things he ever did.

He drew a vaft number of pictures. His molt confiderable

pieces are, " The gallery of M. de Bretonvilliers," in the ifle

of Notre-Dame ; and u The [even works of mercy," which he
etched by himfelf. But the molt efteemed of all his perform-
ances is, " The martyrdom of St. Peter," drawn for the church
of Notre-Dame : it is kept as one of the choiceft rarities of that

cathedral. Bourdon was a calvinift; much valued and refpected,

fu]
Bibl. Grsec. vol. iii. taries on Juvenal, A treatife on the ety-

x J Befides thefe, he wrote, as Moreri mology of french words, and many other
tells us, an Universal Hiltory, Commen- works, which were never publifhed.

L 1 3 however,
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however, in a popilh country, as his life and manners were

good. He died in 1662, aged 46.

BOURGELAT (Claude), of the academy of Berlin, di-

rector and infpe&or general of the veterinary fchools, commif-

fary-general of the haras, died Jan. 3, 1779, in an advanced

age ; rendered real fervice to his country by procuring the etta-

bliihment of veterinary fchools, and by directing them both by

himfelf and by his writings. Of thefe are, 1. Le nouveau New-
.
cattle, or a treatife onhorfemanfhip, 1747- 2. Elemens d'Hip-

piatrique, ou, nouveaux principes fur la connoiflance de che-

vaux, 1750, 3 vols. 8vo. 3. Matiere medicale raifonnee, 177 I,

8vo. In this work he inferts nothing but what may be of ufe

to the veterinary fchools.

BOURGET (Dom John), was born at the village of Beau-

mains near Falaife, in the diocefe of Seez, in 1724 [yJ. He
was educated at the grammar-fchool at Caen, whence he was

removed to that univerfity, and purfued his ftudies with great

diligence and fuccefs till 1745, when he became a benedictine

monk of the abbey of St. Martin de Seez, then en regie, that is,

under the direction of a conventual abbot. Some time after

this, Dom. Bourget was appointed prior clauflral of the faid

abbey, and continued fix years in that office, when he was no-

minated prior of Tiron en Perche : whence being tranflated to

the abbey of St. Stephen at Caen, in the capacity of fub-prior,

he managed the temporalities of that religious houfe during

two years, as he did their fpiritualities for one year longer ;

after which, according to the cuftom of the houfe, he refigned

his office. His fuperiors, fenfible of his merit and learning, re-

moved him thence to the abbey of Bee, where he refided till

1 764. He was elected an honorary member of the fociety of

antiquaries of London, Jan. 10, 1 765 ; in which year he re-

turned to the abbey of St. Stephen at Caen, where he conti-

nued to the time of his death. Thefe honourable offices, to

which he was promoted on account of his great abilities, enabled

him not only to purfue his favourite Rudy of the hiftory and an-

tiquities of fome of the principal benedictine abbies in Nor-

mandy, but likewife gave him accefs to all their charters, deeds,

regitter-books, &c. &c. Thefe he examined with great care,

and left behind him in MS. large and accurate accounts of the

abbies of St. Peter de Jumieges, St. Stephen, and the Holy

Trinity at Caen (founded by William the Conqueror and his

queen Matilda), and a very particular hiftory of the abbey of

Bee. Thefe were all written in french. Ihe Hiftory of the

royal abbey of Bee (which he prefented to Dr. Ducarel in 1764)

is only an abftract of his larger work. This ancient abbey,

[y] Memoirs ty >̂l - Dvicarel, prefixed to the Hiftory of the <*bbey of Bee,

(which
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(which hath produced feveral archbifhops of Canterbury and
other illuftrious prelates of this kingdom) is frequently men-
tioned by our old hiltorians. The death of our worthy bene-

dittine (which happened on new-year's day 1776) was occa-

fioned by his unfortunate neglect of a hurt he got in his leg by
falling down two or three fleps in going from the hall to the

cloifler of the abbey of St. Stephen at Caen, being deceived by the

ambiguous feeble light of a glimmering and dying lamp that was
placed in that paflage. He lived univerfally efteemed, and died

lincerely regretted by all thofe who were acquainted with him ;

and was buried in the church of the faid abbey, Jan. 3, 1776.
BOURGUET (Louis), born at Nimes in 1678, got himfelf

a name for his proficiency in natural hiftory. The revocation

of the edict of Nantes forced his family to go and feek an
afylum in Switzerland. Zurich is indebted to them for its ma-
nufactures of {lockings, muilins, and feveral filk fluffs. Young
Bourguet went through a courfe of ftudy there ; he married at

Berne, and fettled at Neufchatel, where he became profeflbr of

philofophy and mathematics. He died Dec. 31, 1742, at the

age of 64, after publifhing, 1. A letter on the formation of

falts and cryftals ; Amlterdam, 1729, nmo. 2. La bibliotheque

italique, 16 vols. 8vo. This journal, begun at Geneva in 1728,
found a welcome reception among the learned, as a folid and
ufeful book deferving to be continued : rather more pains fhould

have been be.ftowed on the flyle.

BOURIGNON (Antoinette), a famous enthufiaftic female,

was born Jan. 13, 1616, at Lifle in Flanders [z]. She came
into the world fo very deformed, that a confultation was held

in the family fome days about flifling her as a monflrous birth.

But if fhe funk almoft beneath humanity in her exterior, her
interior feems to have been raifed as much above it. For, at

four years of age, fhe net only took notice that the people of
Lifle did not live up to the principles of chriftianity which they

profefled, but was diiturbed at it fo much, as to defire a re-

moval into fome more chriflian country. Her progrefs was
fuitable to this beginning. Her parents lived a little unhappily
together, Mr. Bourignon ufing his fpoufe with too much fe-

verity, efpecially in his pallion : upon which occafions, Antoi-
nette endeavoured to foften him by her infant embraces, which
had fome little effe£l ; but the mother's unhappinefs gave the
daughter an utter averfion to matrimony. This falling upon a
temper ftrongly tinctured with enthufiafm, fhe grew a perfect

devotee to virginity, and became fo immaculately chafte, that,

if her own word may be taken, fhe never had, in all her life,

not even by temptation or furprife, the leaft thought unworthy

[2] Bayle's Dift. art Bourignon.

LI 4 pf
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of the purity of the virgin ftate : nay, (he pofTefled the gift of
chaftity in fo abundant a manner, that it overflowed upon thofe

that were with her; her prefence and her converfation fhed an
ardour of continence, which created an infenfibility to the plea-

sures of 1u(1[a]. She felt a peculiar relifh in thus growing
free from fenfe, and in that ftate of exaltation foon began tp

fancy herfelf united to her Creator.

Her father, however, had no notion of thefe abftractions

;

he confidered her as a mere woman, and, having found an
agreeable match, promifed her in marriage to a frenchman.
Eafler-day, 1636, was fixed for the nuptials; but, to avoid the

execution, the young lady fled, under the difguife of a hermit,

but was flopped at Blacon, a village of Hainault, on fufpicion

of her fex. It was an officer of horfe quartered in the village

who feized her; he had obferved Something extraordinary in

her, and mentioning her to the archbifhop of Cambray, that

prelate came to examine her, and fent her home. But being
preffed again with propofals of matrimony, fhe ran away once
more ; and, going to the archbifnop, obtained his licence to

iet up a fmall Society in the country, with Some other maidens
Of her tafte and temper. That licence however was foon re-

tracted, and Antoinette obliged to withdraw into the country
Of Liege ; whence fhe returned to Lifle, and pafled many years

there privately in devotion and great Simplicity. When her patri-

monial eftate fell to her, fhe refolved at firft to renounce it $

but, changing her mind, Ihe took poflefhon of it[B] ; and as

(he was Satisfied with a few conveniences, fhe lived at little

fexpence : and beflowing no charities, her fortune increafed

apace.

This being obferved by one John de Saulieu, the Son of a

peafant, he refolved to make his court to her ; and, getting

admittance under the character of a prophet, infmuated him-
felf into the lady's favour by devout adfs and difcourfes of the

tnoft refined fpirituality. At length he declared his palhon,

modeftly enough at firft, and was eafily checked ; but finding

her intractable, he grew rougher at la ft, and fo infolent as to

[a] This has been called a penetrative [b] For this affumption fhe gave three

virginity ; thus the virgin Mary is faid to reafons : firft, that it might not come into

have a penetrative yirginity, which made the hands of thofe who hid no right to

thofe that beheld her, notwithftanding her it; fecondly, of thofe who would have

beaut}, to have no fentiments but fuch as mad* an ill ufe of it; thirdly, God fhewed
were confiftent with chaftity. Pierre Gar- her that lhe fhould have occafion for it to

nefelt's Elucidationes facrx, Sec. apud his glory. And as to charity, fhe fays,

Thomafium in fchediafmate hiftorico, the deferving poor are not to be met with

p. 64$. It is true, madam Bourignon had in this world. Vie exterieure de M. da

no beauty to weaken the force of her pe- Bourignon. Her patrimony muft have been

aetrative virginity ; but then it is equally fomething coniiderable, fince (he fpeaks of

true, that this faculty in licr had. opt jj- feveraj Oiiid l'ervants in her houfe.

ways its proger effeft.

threaten
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threaten to murder her if me would not comply. Upon tins

flie had recourfe to the provoft, who fent two men to guard

her houfe 5 and in revenge Saulieu gave out, that the had pro-;

iriifed him marriage, and even bedded with him. But, in con-

clufion, they were reconciled j he retracted his flanders, and
addreffed himfelf to a young devotee at Ghent, whom he found

more traceable [c]. However, this did not free her from other

amorous vexations.

The parfon's nephew of St. Andrew's parilh near Lille fell

\n love with her ; and as her houfe flood in the neighbourhood,

he frequently environed it, in order to force an entrance. Our
reclufe threatened to quit her poll, if fhe was not delivered

from this troublefome fuitor. The uncle drove him from his

houfe: upon which he grew defperate, and fometimes difcharged

a mufquet through the nun's chamber, giving out that (he was
his efpoufed wife. This made a noife in the city ; the devotees

were offended, and threatened to affront Bourignon, if they

met her in the ftreets. At length (lie was relieved by the

preachers, who publifhcd from their pulpits, that the report of

the marriage was a fcandalous talfehood.

Some time afterwards fhe quitted her houfe, and put herfelf

as governefs at the head of an hofpital, where fhe locked her-

felf up in the cloifter in 1658, having taken the order and

habit of St. Auflin. But here again, by a very lingular fate,

fhe fell into frefh trouble. Her hofpital was found to be in-

fected with forcery fo much, that even all the little girls in it

had an engagement with the devil. This gave room to fufpe£t

the governefs ; who was accordingly taken up by the magiltrates

of Lifle, arjd examined : but nothing could be proved againft

her. However, to avoid further profecutions, fhe retired to

Ghent in 1662 : where fhe no fooner was, than God, it feems,

revealed great fecrets to her.

However, it is certain, that about this time fhe acquired a

friend at Amfterdam, who proved always faithful to her as long

as he lived, and left her a good eftate at his death : his name was
DeLort: he was one of the fathers of the oratory, and their

fuperior at Mechlin, and was director alio of an hofpital for poor

children. This profelyte was her fir it fpiritual birth, and is faid

to have given her the fame k;nd of bodily pangs and throes as a
natural labour, which was the cafe alfo with her other fpiritual

children; and fhe perceived more or lefs of thefe pains, ac-

£cj Madam Bourignon hcrfelf tells us, till after a great many entreaties and Tub-

that Saulieu, feeing he could not obtain millions from the girl ; and then he made
her in marriage, either by love or by her an honeft woman, a little before fhe

"force, accofted one of her devotees, who was brought to-bed. Vic exterieure de M»
\vas alfo a mirror of perfection, and got de Bourignon, p. 194..

her with child ; but would net marry her,

cording
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cording as the truths which fhe had declared operated more or

lefs flrongiy on their minds [dJ. Whence another of her dif-

ciples, a certain archdeacon, talking with De Lort before their

mother On the good and new refolution which they had taken,

the latter obferved, that her pains were much greater for him
than for the former: the archdeacon, looking upon De Lort, who
was fat and corpulent, whereas he was a little man himfelf,

faicl, fmiling, "It is no vs onder that our mother has had a harder

labour for you than for me, fmce you are a great, huge child,

whereas I am but a little one ;" which difcompofed the gravity

of all the faces prefent : fo that we fee our Antoinette's difciples

were not always lofty, but fometimes defcended from the iub-

limity of their devotion to the innocent raillery of people of the

world.

Our prophetefs ftaid longer than (lie Intended at Amfterdam,
•where fhe publiflied her book of " The light of the world," and
fome others ; and finding all forts crowd to vifit her, fhe en-

tertained hopes of feeing her doctrine generally embraced j but

in that (lie was fadly deceived. For, notwithstanding her con-

verfations with God were, as it is faid, frequent there, fo that

flie underftood a great number of things by revelation, yet fhe

compofed more books there than fhe had followers. The truth

is, her villous and revelations too plainly betrayed the vifionary

and enthufiaftic temper of her mind.

We fliall give one inftance as a fample of the reft : In one of

her ecftacies, flie faw Adam in the fame form under which he
appeared before his fall, and the manner how he himfelf alone

was capable of procreating other men, fince he poflefled in him-
felf the principles of both fexes. Nay, fhe pretended it was
told her that he had carried this lingular procreative faculty fo

far, as to produce the human nature of Jefus Chrift. The
fir ft man, fays (lie, whom Adam brought forth without arjy

concurrent affiftance in his glorified ftate, was chofen by God
to be the throne of the divinity; the organ and inftrument by
which God would communicate himfelf externally to men. This
is Chrift the firft born united to human nature, both God and
man. Befides thefe, and fuch like extravagances, fhe had other

forbidding qualities: her temper was morofe and peevifh ; in

which however fhe was not unlike other devotees: but, con-
trary to the generality of fuch perfons, fhe was extremely ava-

[n] This conceit was taken up by her and file being with child, cried,, travailing

froin.St. John's virion of the woman men- in birth, and pained to be delivered."

tioned in the Apociiypfe. chap xii. v. i, Vie con tin nee, p. 155. It might have
" And there appeared .1 great wonder been grounded a? well upon St. Paul's ad-

5n heaven, a woman clothed with the drefs to ihe Galatian converts, chap. iv.

fun, and the moon under her feet, and v. 19. Twytaj as <astKm Z&vv '.
" My

" ' » head a crown ei twelve fori ; UulcliilJrni. of whom I travail m birth."

ricious
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Ticious and greedy of amaffing riches. This quality rendered

her utterly uncharitable as to the branch of almfgiving, and fo

implacably unforgiving to fuch poor peafants as had- robbed her

of any trifle, that fire would have them profecuted with the ut-

moft rigour.

Her ftay at Amfterdam was chiefly owing to the happinefs

fhe had in her dear De Lort : that profelyte had advanced al-

moft all his eftate to fome relations, in order to drain the ifland

of Noordftrandt in Holftein, by which means he had acquired

fome part of the ifland, together with the tithes and govern-

rnent-of the whole. He fold an eftate to niadame Bourignon,

who prepared to retire thither in )668j but (lie rejected the

propofal of Labadie and his difciples to fettle themfelves there

with her[EJ. It feemsthey had offered De Lort a large fum of

money to purchafe the whole ifland, and thereby obtained his

confent to their fettlement in it: this was cutting the grafs under
her feet, an injury which fhe took effectual care to prevent.

Accordingly De Lort dying on the 12th of November 1669,
made her his heir [fJ : which inheritance however brought her

into new troubles. A thoufand law-fuits were raifed to hinder

her from enjoying it : nor were her doctrine and religious prin-

ciples fpared on the occafion. However, fhe left Holland in

1 67 1, to go into Noorftrandt.

But ftopping in her way at feveral places of Holftein, where fhe

difmiffed fome difciples (who followed her, fhe found, for the fake

of the loaves), fhe plied her pen, which, like the tongues of fome
females, ran like a torrent ; fo that fine found it convenient to pro-

vide herfelf with a prefs, where fhe printed her books in french,

dutch, and german. Among others fhe anfwered all her adver-

saries, in a piece intituled, The teftimony of truth, wherein the

handled the ecclefiaftics in afevere manner. This, as Mr. Bayle

obferves, was not the way to be at peace, but fhe wanted the firft

fundamental of ail religion both natural and revealed ; (lie wanted
humility. Two lutheran minifters raifed the alarm againft her

by fome books, wherein they declared, that people had been

[e] See his article. bifhop, who treated him as a heretic, and as

[f] This fanatic Jefigned Nooidftrandt a man who coveted the goods of tills world,

for the perfectitrd faints of God; and to the detriment of thofe whom he had
taking the janfc:!:ils to be fuch, hs drew deceived, by felling them lands in Noord-
them from all parts into the ifle. He had ftrand : as a man given to drinking; fuf-

foid them a part, giving up all the reft, pe&ed of having loft both faith and charity;

with his rights and pretenfions to the ora- and who had even fuffered himfelf to be
tory of Mechlin, un ler certain conditions, feduced by a woman of Lifle, with whom
which not being obferved, he recovered his he lived, to the great fcandal of every one.

eftate, but not without great law-fuits

;

He continued (ix months in prifon, and
•whereby he was imprifoned at Amfterdam, came out only by accident; he went into

in March 1669, at the fuit of the famous his own ifland, and died of poifon, in

janfenift' Mr. St. Amour. Before he went 1669, as above. Vie continues de M. de

$0 prifon, he was fev.ieJy eeafurcd by a Bourignon, p. 230, 231,

beheaded
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beheaded and burnt for opinions more fupportable than hers.

The labbadifts alfo wrote againft her, and her prefs was prohi-

bited. In tli is diftrefs (lie retired to Henfberg in 167^, in order

to get out of the ftorm ; but fhe was discovered, and treated fo

ill by the people under the character of a forcerefs, that fhe was
very happy in getting fecretly away. They persecuted her from
city to city •, fhe was at length forced to abandon Holttein, and
went to Hamburgh in 1676, as a place of more fecurity ; but

her arrival had no fooner taken air, than they endeavoured to

feize her. She lay hid for fome days, and then went to Oeft-

frife, where (he got protection from the baron of Latzbourg,

and was made governefs of an hofpital.

It is obfervabie, that all other paffions have their holidays,

but avarice never fuffers its votaries to reft. When our devotee

accepted the care of this charity, (he declared that fhe confented

to contribute her indultry both to the building and to the diitri-

bution of the goods, and the infpection of the poor, but without

engaging any part of her eftate ; for which {he alleged two rea-

sons, one, that her goods had already been dedicated to God
for the ufe of thofe who (incerely fought to become true

christians ; the other, that men and all human things are very

inconftant. This was an admirable reafon never to part with

any thing, and refer all donations to her laft will and teftament.

In that fpirit, when fhe had distributed among thefe poor people

certain revenues of the place annexed to this hofpital by the

founder, being afked if fhe would not contribute fomething of

her own, fnt returned an anfwer in writing, that becaufe thefe

poor lived like hearts, who had no fouls to fave, me had rather

throw her goods, which were confecrated to God, into the fea,

than leave the leaft mite there. It was on this account that fhe

found perfecutors in Oeltfrife, notwithstanding the baron de

Latzbourg's protection; fo that fhe took her way to Holland in

3680, but died at Franeker, in the province of Frife, on the

30th of October the fame year.

We have already mentioned the crookednefs of her outward
form, which probably was the reafon why fhe would never

fufter her picture to be taken: however, her constitution w'as

fo tough, that, in fpite of all the fatigues and troubles of her

life, fhe feemed to be but forty years of age, when fhe was above

fixty : and, though fhe was almoft continually wearing her eye-

fight, both by reading and writing, yet fhe never made ufe of

fpectacles. She was lucky enough to have the three molt re-

markable periods of her life, as her birth, her arriving to the

Tank of an author, and her death, chara£terifed by comets ; a

circumftance greatly favourable to a prophet and a teacher of a

new religion. The main principles of hers were pretty near

the fame with thofe of the quietiits, excluding all external divine

worfhip>
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worfliip, and requiring a ceffation of reafon, fenfe, and under-
Handing, that God might fpread his divine light over them, or
caufe it to revive in them ; without which the deity is not fuf.

ficiently known.
But beiides thefe principles in common with the brachmans

and other enthufiafts, fhe held fome fingular notions, one of
which we have already mentioned concerning Adam and Chrift ;

and we fhall here mention another, which may be well enough
called the counterpart of the former, as it contains her opinion,

of antichrift, whom fhe held to be a devil incarnate, maintaining
that it was poihble for men to be born by the operation of the

devil : not that the arch-fiend could do it alone without the co-
operation of man ; but having power over unchafte perfons,

when they abufe the principle of fertility, which the fcripturc^

calls fpilling the feed on the ground, the devil tranfports it by^

his diabolical interpofition into his witches, where he produce*
wicked men entirely devoted to him, who are the true antichrifts,

and the devil will incarnate himfelf for that purpofe. Agreeably
to which, considering the double reign of antichrift, fenfual and
fpiritual, fhe taught that, in the firft fenfe, it would be the vi-

fible reign of a devil incarnate. This opinion, however, was
perhaps borrowed by our prophetefs, notwithstanding fhe dif-

claimed all other teachers, and pretended to receive everything
immediately from God alone. It favours much of the dodlrine
of incubus fpirits, that a daemon can make a virgin with child

in her fleep, without prejudice to her virginity, and that fome
perfons of extraordinary merit have been produced from human
feed after this manner [g J.

She had more difciplcs in Scotland than in any other country
perhaps of the world. Not only laymen, but fome of their ec-
clefiaftics embraced bouriguonifm : and one of Antoinette's prin-

cipal books was publifhed, intituled, The light of the world, in

englifh, in 1696 ; to which the tranllator added a long preface

to prove that this maid ought at leaft to pafs for an extraordi-

nary prophetefs. Mr. Charles Lefley, in the preface to the

fecond edition of his Snake in the grafs, obferved the errors of
this feci; ; and they were refuted at large by Dr. Cockburn, in

a piece intituled, Bourignonifm detected, againft Meflieurs
Poiret [h j, De Lort, and the englifh tranflator of the Lux Mundi,
who endeavoured to fhew that flie was infpired, and had received
a commiflion from God to reform chrlflianity. This was an-
fwered by the bourignonifts in an apology for tfreir leader ;

[c] This folly is expofed with good wit the life and do£lrine of madame Bourig-
and humour by the count de Gabalis, in non, which is printed in the Nouvelle
his fourth difcourfe on the fecret fciences, de la Republique de; lettres, for Aptii

p. 240, edit. Paris, 167c. 1685, art. 9. and May 1685, art. 8.

£h] This author wrote An accoiuit of

who
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who Las a remnant ftill left in fome parts of North-Britain.

There is an extract of her works in the Leipfic ads for May
1687, and January 1688.

BOURNE (Vincent) [i], M. A. an amiable writer, whofc
clafiical talle was only equalled by the goodnefs of his heart,

was formerly fellow of Trinity college, Cambridge, and ufher

of Welhninfter fchool. From conscientious motives, he was-

induced to refufe a very valuable ecclefiaftical preferment offered

him in the moil liberal manner by a noble duke. His oidy

publication was a volume of Poems, in i2mo. j reprinted, with,

improvements, in 4to, 1772.

BOURSAULT (Edmund), was born in 1638, at Mufli-

Peveque in Burgundy. He was not brought up at fchool, and

never learnt latin. Fie could only fpeak the rude provincial

dialect of his country, when he came to Paris in 1651. But

by the perufal of good books, v/ith his happy native difpofitions,

he was foon able to converfe and to write elegantly in french.

Having compofed, by order of Louis XIV. a book of no great

merit, intituled, Of the proper ftudy of fovereigns, 1671, i2mo.

the king was fo well pleafed with it, that he would have ap-

pointed him fub-preceptor to Monfeigneur, if Bourfault had

been mailer of the latin language. The duchefs of Angouleme,

widow of a natural fon of Charles IX. having taken him to be

her fecretary, he was engaged to turn every week the gazette

into rhyme, which got him a penfion of 2000 livres. Louis

XIV. and his court were much entertained with him ; but,

having employed his fatire againft the francifcans and the ca-

puchins, he was filenced. The queen's confeffor, a fpauifh

cordelier, caufed both the gazette and the penfion to be fup-

prefied ; and would have had him clapped up in the baftile,

had it not been for the intereft exerted in his behalf by his pa-

trons. He fhortiy after obtained a new licence, and publifhed

his gazette under the title of the Merry Mufej but it was
again fuppreffed. He afterwards got into favour once more,

and was made receiver of the excite at Montlugon, where he

died of a violent colic, aged 63, Sept. 5, 17©!. He wrote fe-

veral theatrical pieces, and other works. The chief of them
are, iEfop in the city, and ./Efop at court ; which have remained

to the ftage, and are ftill a£ted with applaufe. Thefe two
pieces and the following are an agreeable fatire on the ridiculous

manners of the feveral ages and conditions of life. He runs

from gaiety to gravity, from drollery to morality, without any

abrupt and difgufting transition. His verfe in general is har-

monious. His llyle is fometimes negligent, but eafy and ana-

logous to the fubject. 2. The Mercure galant, or, La comedie

[1] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, p. 441.

fans
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fans titre, in which he ingenioufly ridicules the rape for getting

a place in the Mercure-galant. 3. La fatyre des fatyres, in one

act. A fally of wit that Defpreaux had let fly at Bourfault, to

avenge Moliere, with whom he had had a difference, gave occa-

fion to this piece, which Boileau had intereil enough to prevent

being played. The fatirift being fome years afterwards at

the baths of Bourbon, Bourfault, at that time receiver of the

excife at Montlucon, repaired thither on purpofe to offer him
his purfe and his iervices. At this act of generofity Boileau

was much affected ; and they immediately engaged in a mutual

friendfhip. Bourfault was highly deferving of this intimacy

by the gentlenefs of his manners, and the cheerfulnefs of his

difpofition. He behaved with lefs tolerance towards his other

cenfors ; and was able fometimes to chaflife them. A cabal

having prevented the fuccefs of the firft reprefentations ofiEfop in

the city, the author added to it a fable of the dog and the ox, and
wittily applied the moral of it to the pit; which fo effectually

filenced the cabal, that the piece had a run of forty-three nights

without interruption. Thomas Corneille had a fmcere regai'd

for Bourfault, whom he ufed to call his fon, and abfolutely in-

filled on his applying to be admitted a member of the academy.
Bourfault defired to be excufed on account of his ignorance,

adding with his ufual fnnplicity, " What would the academy
do with an ignorant and illiterate (ignare & non lettre) member,
who knows neither latin nor greek?" "We are not talking

(returned Corneille) of a greek or latin academy, but of a

french academy ; and who underftands french better than you ?"

There are likewife by him, r. Some romances, The marquis de
Chavigny, The prince deConde ; which are written with fpirit:

Artemifia and Polyanthus ; and, We fnould only believe what
we fee. 2. A collection of letters on fubjects of refpect, obli-

gation and gallantry ; known under the name of Lettres a Babet

;

it ill read by fome people in the country, but defpifed by all

men of talte. 3. Lettres nouvelles, with fables, tales, epi-

grams, remarks, bon-mots, &c. 3 vols. i2mo. feveral times

reprinted, though moflly written in a loofe and inelegant flyle.

A mifcellany, which appeared finking v/hen it firft came out

;

but is much lefs at prefent, as the tales and bon-mots which
Bourfault has collected, or put into verfe, are found in every

corner. His fables have neither the fnnplicity of thofe of La
Fontaine, nor the elegant precifion of Phaedrus. There is an
edition of the Theatre de Bourfault, in 3 vols. i2mo. 17-16.

BOURSIER (Lawrence Francis), doctor of theSorbonne,
was born at Ecoven in the diocefe of Paris, in 1679, an^ &ed
at Paris in 1749, at the age of 70. He publifhed, 1. L'action

de Dieu iur les creatures; Paris, 2 vols. 4to. or 6 vols. 1201Q.

This treatife, in which he endeavours to eitabliih phyfical pro-

motio
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motion by argument, was attacked by Malebfancne : the authof
feems to have been a profound inetaphyfician. 2. A memoir
prefented to Peter the Great by the doctors of Sorbonne for

the re-union of the greek and latin churches. When the tzar

appeared in the Sorbonne, Bourfier addreffed him on the fub-

jecl: of this memoir. The monarch -immediately anfwered, that

he was but a foldier. Bourfier replied, that he was a hero ;

and that, as a prince, he was a proteclor of religion.'—" This re-

union is not fo eafy a matter (faid the tzar) ; there are three

points that divide us : the pope, the proceffion of the holy

ghoft " As he had forgot the third point, which is the un-
leavened bread and the cup, Bourfier recalled it to his mind.
" As for that article, returned the emperor, we fhall have no
difficulty in coming to an agreement." At the end of the con-

verfation, the ruffian fovereign afked for a memorandum of it

:

it was given him ; but nothing more was ever heard of it. 3.

An enormous quantity of publications on fubjects of ecclefiaftical

controverfy. He fhould not be confounded with Philip Bour-
fier, deacon of Paris, where he was born in 1693, an(^ ^xe^ m
1768, aged 77. He was the firft author, in 1727, of the Nou-
velles ecclefiaftiques ; in which work he had feveral coadjutors*

as Meflrs. d'Etemare, de Fernanville, Berger, de Ruflye, de
Troya, Fontaine. But he alone compofed the greateft part of

the difcourfes that annually precede this periodical work.

BOWER (Archibald
1

*, was a native of Scotland, born on
the 17th of January 1686 [ic] at or near Dundee [l], of an an-*

cient family, by his own account, which had been for feveral hun-
dred years poffefled of an eltate in the county of Angus in Scot-

land [m]. In September 1 702, at the age of fixteen, he was* fent

to the Scots college of Douay, where he ftudied until the year

1706, to the end of his firft year cf philofophy [n]. From thence

he was removed to Rome, and on the 9th day of December
1706, was admitted into the order of Jefus [o]. After a novi-

ciate of two years, he went, in the year 171 2, to Fano, where he
taught humanities during the fpace of two years. He then re-

moved to Fermo, and redded there three years, until the year

17 17, when he was recalled to Rome to ftudy divinity in the

roman college. There he remained until the year 1 721, when he
was fent to the college of Arezzo, where he ftaid until the year

fi<3 Complete and Final .Detection of own account, Was admitted into ihe order

Archibald Bovver, p. 155. in November 1705, Anlwerto Six Letters

[l] Six Letters from Archibald Bower from Archibald Bower, &c. p. 65 ; but this

to lather Sheldon, p. S3. is evidently not true, being contradi&cd

£m] Mr. Bower's anfwer to Bower and not only by the teftimony of a gentleman

Tillemont compared, p. 14. who remembered his leaving Douay, but

[n] Complete and Final Detection, &c. by the regifler of the college from whence

p. 109. the above date is extracted.

[oj Ibid. p. 155. Mr. Bower, by his

3 *723>
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1723 ("p], reader of philofophy, and eonfultor to the reclor o£

the college. He then was fent to Florence, where he remained
but a Ihort time, being in the fame year removed to Macerata, at

which place he continued until the year 1 726 [oj]. Between the

two latter periods it feems probable that he made his laft vows,
his own account fixing that event in the month of March
1722 [rJ, at Florence : though, as he certainly was that year at

Arezzo, it is molt likely to have been a year later.

Having thus been confirmed in the order of Jefus, and ar-

rived at the age of almoft forty years, it was reasonable to fup-

pofe that Mr. Bower would have palled through life with no
other changes than fuch as are ufual with perfons of the fame
order ; but this uniformity of life was not deflined to be his lot.

To whatever caufe it is to be afcribed—-whether, according to his

own account, to his difguft at the enormities committed by the

inquifition [s], in which he performed the office of counfel-

lor [t] 5 or, as his enemies aflert, to his indulgence of the amo-
rous paflions, particularly with a nun to whom he was ghoftly

father [u]; certain it is, that in the year 1726 he was removed
from Macerata to Perugia, and from thence made his efcape

into England, where he arrived at the latter end of June or July,

after various adventures, which it now becomes our duty to

communicate to the reader, and which we fhall do in his own
words

; premifing, however, that the truth of the narrative has

been impeached in feveral very material circumftances. Having
determined to put into execution his defign of quitting the in-

quifition and bidding for ever adieu to Italy, he proceeds [xj,

To execute that defign with fome fafety, I propofed to beg
leave of the inquifitor to vifit the Virgin of Loretto, but thir-

teen miles diftant, and to pafs a week there ; but in the mean
time to make the bed of my way to the country of the Grifons,

the neareft country to Macerata, out of the reach of the inquifi-

tion. Having therefore, after many conilicls with myfelf, alked

leave to vifit the neighbouring fan&uary, and obtained it, I let

out on horfeback the very next morning, leaving, as I propofed

to keep the horfe, his full value with the owner I took the

road to Loretto, but turned out of it at a fmall distance from
Recanati, after a molt violent druggie with myfelf, the attempt

[p] Thefe dates are taken from the fs] Bower's Anfwer to a Scurrilous

extra&s of the college books. Mr. Bower's Pamphlet
. p. 4.

own account (Anfwer to Six Letters,. &.c. [t] This, howtver, has been denied.

p, 72.) differs in fome refpects ; paiticu- See Complete and .Fin.il Deieftion, p. ;8.

larly- he fays, that he was no longer than [~u ] Six Letters from Archibald Bower,

fix months at Arezzo, having been fent p. 85.

there to fupply the place of the deccafed [x
j
Bower's Ar.fwer to a Scurrilous

profefior ot philofophy. Pamphlet, p :ci. Another account had
[o^] Complete and Final Detection, been publifted in 175c by Mr. Bar. on,

|». 15^. and a third is printed at the snd of

[r] Full Confutation, p. 54. Bower and TiUemont Compared, p S9.

Vol. IL M m appearing
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appearing to me, at that juncture, quite defperare and imprac-

ticable ; and the dreadful doom referved for me, fhould I mif-

carry, presenting itfelf to my mind in the ftrongeft light. But

the reflection that I had it in my power to avoid being taken

alive, and a perfuafion that a man in my Situation might law-

fully avoid it, when every other means failed him, at the expence

of his life, revived my daggered refolution ; and all my fears

ceafing at once, I (leered my courfe, leaving Loretto behind me,

to Calvi in the dukedom of Urbino, and from thence through

the Romagna into the JJolonefe, keeping the by-roads, and at

a good dlftance from the cities of Fano, Pifaro, Rimini, Forli,

Faenza, and Imola, through which the high road palled. Thus
I advanced very flowly, travelling, generally Speaking, in very-

bad roads, and often in places where there was no road at all,

to avoid not only the cities and towns, but even the villages.

In the mean time I Seldom had any other fupport than fome

coarfe provifions, and a very fmall quantity even of them, that

the poor fhephcrds, the countrymen or wood-cleavers, I met in

thofe unfrequented by-places, could fpare me. My horfe fared

not much better than mySelS; but in choofmg my fleeping-place

I confulted his convenience as much as my own; patting the

night where I found mod Shelter for myfelf, and molt grafs for

him. In Italy there are very few folitary farm-houfes or cot-

tages, the country people there all living together in villages ;

and I thought it far fafer to lie where I could be any way Shel-

tered, than to venture into any of them. Thus 1 fpent Seventeen

days before I got out of the Ecclefraftical State; and I very nar-

rowly efcaped being taken or murdered on the very borders of

that Rate. It happened thus :

" I had pafled two whole days without any kind of fubfiftence

whatever, meeting nobody in the by-roads that wculd Supply

me with any, and fearing to come near any houfe, as I was

not far from the borders of the dominions of the pope—I thought

I mould be able to hold out till I got into the Modcnefe, where I

believed I mould be in lefs danger than while I remained in the

papal dominions ; but finding myfelf about noon of the third

day extremely weak, and ready to faint, I came into the high

road that leads from Bologna to Florence, at a few miles diftance

from the former city, and alighted at a poft-houfe that flood

quite by itfelf. Having alked the woman of the houfe whether

Jhe had any victuals ready, and being told that (he had, I went

fo open the door of the only room in the houfe (that being a

place where gentlemen only Hop to change horfes), and faw, to

my great furprife, a placard pafled on it with a mod minute de-

scription of my whole perfon, and the promife of a reward of

800 crowns, about 20T. englifh money, for delivering me up

alive to the inquifition, .being a fugitive from the holy tribunal,

and
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and of 600 crowns for my head. By the fame placard all per-

sons were forbidden, on pain of the greater excommunication,

to receive, harbour, or entertain me, to conceal or to fcreen

me, or to be any way aiding and amtting to me in making my
efcape. This greatly alarmed me, as the reader may well

imagine ; but I was (till more affrighted when entering the room
I faw two fellows drinking there, who, fixing their eyes upon me
as foon as I came, continued looking at me very iledfaitly. I

ilrove, by wiping my face, by blowing my nofe, by looking out

at the window, to prevent their having a full view of me. But
one of them faying, ' The gentleman feems afraid to be feen/

I put up my handkerchief, and turning to the fellow, faid boldly,
4 What do you mean, you rafcal ? Look at me ; I am not afraid

to be feen.' He faid nothing, but looking again ftedfaftly at

me, and nodding his head, went out, and his companion imme-
diately followed him. I watched them, and feeing them with
two or three more in clofe conference, and, no doubt, confult-

ing whether they mould apprehend me or not, 1 walked that

moment into the liable, mounted my horfe unobferved by them,

and, while they were deliberating in an orchard behind the houfe,

rode off full fpeed, and in a few hours got into the Modenefe,
where I refreshed both with food and with reft, as I was there in

no immediate danger, my horfe and myfelf. I was indeed fur-

prifed to find that thole fellows did not purfue me, nor can I

any other way account for it but by fuppofmg, what is not im-
probable, that as they were itrangers as well as myfelf, and had
all the appearance of banditti or ruffians flying out of the do-

minions of the pope, the woman of the houfe did not care to

trull them with her horfes. From the Modenefe I continued

my journey more leifurely through the Parmelan, the Milanefe,

and part of the Venetian territory, to Chiavenna, fubject, with
its diftrict, to the Grifons, who abhor the very name of the in-

quifition, and are ever ready to receive and protect all who, fly-

ing from it, take refuge, as many Italians do, in their dominions.

However, as I propofed getting as foon as I could to the city

of Bern, the metropolis of that great protectant canton, and was
informed that my belt way was through the cantons of Ury and
Underwald, and part of the canton of Lucern, all three popifh

cantons, I carefully concealed who I was, and from whence I

came. For though no inquifition prevails among the Swifs, yet

the pope's nuncio, who refides at Lucern, might have perfuaded

the magistrates of thofe popiih cantons to flop me as an apoftate

and deferter from the order.

" Having reded a few days at Chiavenna, I refumed my
journey quite refreshed, continuing it through the country of

the Grifons, and the two fmall cantons of Ury and Underwald
to the canton of Lucern. There I miffed my way, as I was

M m 2 quite
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quite ufiacquainted with the country, and discovering a city at

a diltance, was advancing to it, but very flowly, as I knew not

where I was ; when a countryman whom I met informed me
that the city before me was Lucern. Upon that intelligence I

turned out of the road as foon as the countryman was out of

light > and that night I palled with a good-natured fhepherd in

his cottage, who fupplied me with fheep's milk, and my horfe

with plenty of grafs. I fat out very early next morning, making
the belt of my way weftward, as I knew that Bern lay weft of

Lucern. But after a few miles the country proved very moun-
tainous ; and having travelled the whole day over mountains, I

was overtaken amongfl them by night. As I was looking out

for a place where I might fhelter myfelf during the night againft

the fnow and rain, for it both fnowed and rained, I perceived

a light at a diltance ; and, making towards it, got into a kind of

footpath, but fo narrow and rugged that I was obliged to lead

my horfe and feel my way with one foot, having no light to di-

rect me, before i durft move the other. Thus with much dif-

ficulty I reached the place where the light was ; a poor little

cottage, and, knocking at the door, was alked by a man within

who I was, and what I wanted. I anfwered that I was a ftranger,

and had loft my way. f Loft your way !' replied the man ;
' there

is no way here to lofe.' I then aiked him in what canton I was ;

and upon his anfwering that I was in the canton of Bern, c I

thank God/ I cried out, transported with joy, ' that I am.' The
good man anfwered, * And fo do I.' I then told him who I was,

and that I was going to Bern, but had quite loft myfelf by keep-

ing out of all the high roads to avoid falling into the hands of

thofe who fought my destruction. He thereupon opened the

door, received and entertained me with all the hofpitaiity his

poverty would admit of, regaled me with four-krout and fome
new-laid eggs, the only provisions he had, and clean ftraw with

a kind of rug for my bed, he having no other for himfelf and

his wife. The good woman exprefled as much fatisfaction and
good-nature in her countenance as her hufband, and laid many
kind tilings in the fwifs languapl, which her hufband interpreted

for me in the kalian ; for that language he well underltood, and

fpoke fo as to be underftood, having learnt it as he told me in

his youth while fervant in a public-houfe on the borders of

Italy, where both languages are fpoken. I never pafied a more
comfortable night ; and no fooner did I begin to itir in the.

morning, than the good man and his wife came both to know
how I refted, and wifhing they had been able to accommodate

me better, obliged me to hreakfait on two eggs, which provi-

dence, they faid, had fupplied them with for that purpofe. I

then took leave of the wife, who with her eyes lifted up ro

en feemed moft tincerely to wilh me a good journey. As
for
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.for the hufband, he would by all means attend me to the high-

road leading to Bern ; which road he faid was but two miles

diftant from that place. But he infilled on my firft going back

with him to fee the way I had come the night before, the only

way, he faid, I could have pollibly come from the neighbouring

canton of Lucern. I faw it, and fhuddered at the danger I had

efcaped ; for I found that I had walked and led my horfe a good

way along a very narrow path on the brink of a dreadful precipice.

The man made fo many pious and pertinent remarks on the oc-

cafion, as both charmed and furprifed me. I no lefs admired

his difintereftednefs than his piety: for, upon our parting, after

he had attended me till I was out of all danger of lofmg my
way, I could by no means prevail upon him to accept of any

reward for his trouble He had the fatisfa£lion, he faid, of

having relieved me in the greateft diltrefs ; which was in itfelf a

fuincient reward, and he cared for no other.

" I reached Bern that night, and propofed flaying fome time

there ; but being informed by the principal minifter of the place,

to whom I difcovered myfelf, that boats went frequently down
the Rhine at that time of the year with goods and palfengers

from Bafil to Holland •, and, advifed by him to avail myfelf of

that opportunity, I fet out accordingly the next day, and croffing

the popifh canton of Soleurre in the night, but very carefully

avoiding the town of that name, I got early the next morning

to Baiil. There I met with a moil friendly reception from one

of the miniilers of the place, having been warmiy recommended
to him by a letter I brought with me from his brother at Bern.

As a boat was to fail in two days, he entertained me very ele-

gantly during that time at his houfe •, and I embarked the third

day, leaving my horfe to my hoft in return for his kindnefs.

" The company in the boat confifted of a few traders, of a

great many vagabonds the very refufe of the neighbouring na-

tions, and fome criminals flying from jufiice. But I was not

long with them ; for the boat ftriking againft a rock not far

from Strafburg, I refolved not to wait till it was refitted (as it

was not my defign to go to Holland), but to purfue my journey

partly in the common diligence or flage-coach, and partly on
poft-norfes, through France into Flanders.

" And here I muft inform the reader, that though the cruel-

ties of the inquifition had infpired me with great horror ar their

being encouraged under the name of religion, and I had there-

upon begun to entertain many doubts concerning other doctrines

that I had till that time implicitly fwallowcd, as molt italian

catholics do, without examination ; neverthelels, as I had not

thoroughly examined them, nor had an opportunity of examin-

ing them, being employed in iludies of a quite different nature,

I was not yet determined to quit either that church or the order.

M m 3 Having
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Having therefore got fafe into French Flanders, I there repaired

to the college of the fcotch jefuits at Douay ; and difcovering

myfeJf to the rector, I acquainted him with the caufe of my
fudden departure from Italy, and begged him to give immediate

notice of my arrival, as well as the motives of my flight, to Mi-

chael Angelo Tamburini, general of the order, and my very par-

ticular friend. My repairing thus to a college of jefuits, and

putting fnyfelf in their power, is a plain proof, as may be ob-

ferved here by the way, that it was not becaufe I was guilty of

any crime, or to avoid the puniihment due to any crime, that I

had fled from Italy: for had that been the cafe, no man can

think that inftead of repairing to Holland or England, as I might

have eaiily done, and bid the whole order defiance, I would have

thus delivered myfelf up to them, and put it in their power to

inflict on me what puniihment foever they pleafed.

" The reclor wrote as I had defired him to the general ; and

the general, taking no notice of my flight in his anfwer (for he

could not disapprove it, and did not think it fafe to approve it),

ordered me to continue where I was till further orders. I ar-

rived at Douay early in May, and continued there till the latter

end of June or the beginning of July, when the reelor received

a fecond letter from the general, acquainting him, that he had

been commanded by the congregation of the inquifition to order

me, wherever I was, back to Italy ; to promife me in their name
full pardon and forgivenefs, if 1 obeyed ; but if I did not obey,

to treat me as an apoftate. He added, that the fame order had

been tranfmitted foon after my flight to the nuncios at the dif-

ferent roman catholic courts ; and he therefore advifed me to

coniult my own fafety without farther delay.

" It is to be obferved here, that it is deemed apoftacy in a

perfon of any religious order to quit his habit, and withdraw,

without the knowledge of his fuperiors, from the college, con-

vent or monaftery, in which they have placed him ; and that all

bifhops are not only impowered, but bound to apprehend fuch

an apoftate within the limits of their refpeftive jurisdictions,

and deliver him up to his fuperiors to be punifhed by them. As
I had quitted the habit, and withdrawn from the college of Ma-
cerata, without leave from my fuperiors who had placed me
there, I mould have been treated as an apoftate, had I been dis-

covered in my flight in a roman catholic country, even where

no inquifition prevailed. But my returning voluntarily, and re-

fuming the habit, cleared me from the guilt of apoftacy at the

general's tribunal, nay, and at that of the inquifitjdn itfelf. How-
ever, the congregation of the inquifition had it {till in their power

to oblige the general to recal me to Italy, and to treat me as an

3 oo(t:.te if I did not obey ; difobedience to an exprefs command
of,a lawful Superior being deemed apoftacy, and punifhed as fuch

with
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with clofe confinement, and with bread and water for food till

the order is complied with. That order the general received ;

but his friendfhip for me, of which he had given me fome re-

markable initances, and his being fully convinced of my inno-

cence, the inquifitor himfelf having nothing to lay to my charge

but my flight, prompted him to warn me of the danger that

threatened me. Indeed I thought myfelf quite fafe in the do-

minions of France ; and fhould accordingly have lived there un-

molefled by the inquifition, what crime foever I had been guilty

of cognizable by that tribunal alone ; but as I had belonged to

it, and was consequently privy to their hellifh proceedings, they

were apprehenfive I fhould difcover them to the world ; and.

it was to prevent me from ever discovering them, that they

obliged the general to order me back to Italy, and promife me,
in their name, a free pardon if I complied, but to confine me
for life if I did not comply with the order.

" Upon the receipt of the general's kind letter, the rector

was of opinion, that I mould repair by all means, and without

lofs of time, to England, not only as the fafeft afylum I could

fly to in my prefent fituatlon, but as a place where I fhould foon

recover my native language, and be ufefuliy employed, as foon

as I recovered it, either there or in Scotland. I readily clofed

with the rectors opinion, being very uneafy in my mind, as my
old doubts in point of religion daily gained ground, and new
ones arofe upon my reading, which was my only employment,

the books of controverfy I found in the library of the college.

The place being thus agreed on, and it being at the fame time

fettled between the rector and me that I fhould fet out the very

next morning, I folemnly promifed, at his requefe and defire, to

take no notice, after my arrival in England, of his having been

any ways privy to my flight, or of the general's letter to him.

This promife I have faithfully and honourably obferved ; and I

fhould have thought myfelf guilty of the blackefl ingratitude if

I had not obferved it, being fenfible that, had it been known at

Rome that either the rector or general had been acceffary to

my flight, the inquifition would have refented it feverely on
both. For though a jefuit in France or in Germany is out of

the reach of the inquifition, the general is not; and the high

tribunal not only have it in their power to punifh the general

himfelf, who refides coriftantly at Rome, but may oblige -him to

inflict what punilhment they pleafe on any of the order obnoxi-

ous to Enerri.

" The rector went that very night out of town ; and in his ab-

fence, but not without his privity, I took one of the hOfies of

the college early next morning, as if I were.going for change of

air, being fomewhat indifpofed, lo pafs a few days at Lifle. But

ileering a different courfe, I reached Aire that night, and Calais

M m 4 the
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the next day. I was there in no danger of being flopped and
feized at the profecution of the inquifition, a tribunal no lefs

abhorred in France than in England. But being informed by

the general, that the nuncios at cue different courts had been

ordered, foon after rny flight, to caufe me to be apprehended in

the roman catholic countries through which 1 might pafs, as an

apoftate or deferter from the order, I was under no fmall appre-

henfion of being difcovered and apprehended as fuch even at

Calais. No fooner, therefore, did I alight at the inn, than I

went down to the quay •, and there, as I was very little ac-

quainted with the fea, and thought the pafTage much fhorter than

it is, i endeavoured to engage fome fifhermen to carry me that

very night in one of their fmall veffels over to England. This

alarmed the guards of the harbour ; and I fhould certainly have

been apprehended, as guilty or fufpecled of fome great crime,

flying from juftice, had not lord Baltimore, whom I had the

good luck to meet at the inn, informed of my danger, and
pitying my condition, attended me that moment with all his

company to the port, and conveyed me immediately on board

his yacht. There I lay that night, leaving every thing I had
but the clothes on my back in the inn ; and the next day his

lordfhip fet me a'hore at Dover, from whence I came in the

common Itnge to London [y]."

This is the narrative which, after thirty years, Mr. Bower
gave the public as a genuine account. "W nether owing to the

inaccuracy of thofe who had formerly heard it, to the variations

to which a tale frequently repeated is always liable, 01 to the

iiegle£t oi veracity in the writer, it certainly differed fiom ac-

counts which had been orally given by him too much not to

furnifh fome fufpicions of the author. On his arrival in England

it appears to have been his firil object to procure an introduction

to fome perfons of refpe£rability in the country deftined for his

future residence. He had heard of Dr. Afpinwall foon after his

arrival ; and that divine having formerly belonged to the order

of jefuits, he waited on him, and was kindly received. By
this gentleman he was introduced to Dr. Clark j and to them
both he opened, as he fays, his mind, without difguife, refpect-

ing his doubts relative to his faith. After feveral conferences

with thefe gentlemen, and fome with Berkeley, the biihop of

Cloyne [z], then dean of Londonderry, added to his own reading

and reafoning, he obtained, as he fays, the fulled conviction

that many of the favourite doctrines of Rome were not only

evidently repugnant to fcripture and reafon, but wicked, blaf-

phemous, and utterly inconfiftent with the attributes of the fu-

[yj Bower's Anfwer to a Scurrilous [z] Ibid. p. 31.

pamphlet^ p. 30.

premc
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preme and infinite being. He therefore withdrew himfelf from
the communion of the church without further delay, took leave

of the provincial, quitted the order, and broke off all connection

with thofe of the communion. This happened in the month of

November 1726.

He did not, however, become immediately a member of any
other church. " I declined,'' fays he, " conforming to any par-

ticular church ; but, fufpeciing all alike, after I had been fo long

and fo grofsly impofed upon, I formed a fyftem of religion to

myfelf, and continued a proteilant for the fpace, I think, of fix

years, but a proteilant of no particular denomination. At laft I

conformed to the church of England, as free in her fervice as any
reformed church from the idolatrous practices and fuperftitions

of popery, and lefs inclined than many others to fanaticifm and
enthufiafm [a]."

By Dr. Afpinwall's means he was introduced to all that gen-
tleman's friends and acquaintance ; and among others to Dr.
Goodman (phyfician to king George the firft), who procured
him to be recommended to lord Aylmer, who wanted a perfon
to alii ft him in reading the claffics. With this nobleman he con-
tinued feveral years on terms of the greateft intimacy; and was
by him made known to all his lordihip's connections, and parti-

cularly to the family of lord Lyttelton, who afterwards became
his warm, fteady, and to the laft, when deferted by almoft every
other perfon, his unalterable friend.

During the time he lived with lord Aylmer, he undertook, for

Mr. Prevoit, a bookfeller, the Hiftoria Literaria, a monthly pub-
lication in the nature of a review, the flrft number of which was
publiihed in the year 1730. He wrote the preface to that work,
and feveral of the articles, in italian ; not being, as he afferts,

yet fumciently acquainted with the englifh to write in that lan-

guage [b]. In the mean time he clofely applied to the ftudy of
the englifh tongue, and after fix months began to think that he
had no further occafion for a tranflator, and he employed him no
more.

While he was yet engaged in writing the Hiftoria Literaria,

the proprietors of the Univerfal Hiftory would have engaged
him in that undertaking. But though fome advantageous offers

were made him, he declined them, until the Hiftoria Literaria

was relinquifhed in 1734- In the next year he agreed with the

proprietors of the Univerfal Hiftory, and was employed by them
to 1744, being the fpace of nine years [c].

ma?
[a] Rower's Anfwer, Sec. p. 32. Little Chelfea.

fu] The preface was sranfhted by Mr. [c] The part which he wrote of this

Lockman, and the reft by Mr. Barkley, work was the roman hiftory » in the exe-

tvho kept afterwards a bonrding-fchool at cution of which he i» charged by his fellow-

labourer,



53* BOWE R.

While he was engaged in the Univerfal Hiflory, he under-
took, at the requeft of Mr. Charlton, of Apley Caftle in Shrop-

shire, the education of young Mr. Thompfon, fon of Mr. Thomp-
fon of Cooley in Berkfhire : but the bad ftate of his health at

that time did not allow him to continue more than a twelve-

month in that family •, and upon his recovery, lord Aylmer en-

gaged him to educate two of his children, one of whom after-

wards became a captain in colonel Lee's regiment, and the other

a prebendary of Briftol [d].

By the emoluments arifing from his tuition and his writings,

it appears that in the year 1740 he had faved the fum of 1 100 1.

in the Old South Sea annuities, with which he had refolved to

purchafe a life- annuity. In the difpofition of this money he was
engaged in a negotiation for the loan of it, which afterwards

proved fatal to his character. We mail again have recourfe to

Mr. Bower's own account. Having determined to purchafe this

annuity, he proceeds in this manner :
" This resolution T im-

parted to feveral of my proteftant friends ; and, among the reft,

to fir Thomas Moftyn's lawyer, and to fir Thomas himfelf, of-

fering at the fame time the above-mentioned fum to him, as

he well remembers, and is ready to atteft. But neither fir Tho-
mas, nor any of my other proteftant friends, caring to burthen
their eftates with a life-rent, I left my money in the funds till

Auguft 1 74.1, when being informed that an act of parliament

had paffed for rebuilding a church in the city of London, St. Bo-
tolph's Aldgate [e], upon life-annuities, at feven per cent. I went
upon that information into the city, with a defign to difpofe of

labourer, George Pfalmananzar, with the

eccaiion of fome material parts of the work,
and particularly of the byzantine baftory,

Wring curtailed. " 3"he (ruth is," fays that

author, " that the author of the roman
hiftory having wire-drawn it to above three

times the length it was to have been, there

was an abfolute neceffity of curtailing that

of the t onftantinopoljtan emperors, to pre-

vent the work fwelling into an enormous
bulk ; and he himfelf hath abridged it in

i.uch a manner as hath quit? marred it.fince

the reader will find moft re gns contained

in as many Ihort paragraphs as they would
have required fheets ; which is fo much
the greater lofs to the public, inafmuch as

the roman Jiiftory being fo weli known,
and written by fo many hands, was the fit-

left to have been epitomized; whereas ihe

fcyzautine, though equally curious and in-

ftrutHve, is fo little known, that it ought
to have been written in a n.ore copious

manner, efp»ci.;l!y as it abounds with the

Tnoft interefti rig incidents to the church as

Well as the fUte ; fo that the author hath

done, in bo:h refpecls, the very reverfe of

what he ought to have done." Pfalmanaa-

zar's Life, p. ?c8.

[_r>j Bower's Anfwer to a icurrilouS

pamphlet, p 40.

[e] In this circumftance, however, ho
was miftaktn. His Anfwer fays : " I can
now take upon me to allure the public, that

Mr. Bower's journey into the city to lend

his money at St. Botolph's, his coming too

late and finding the fubfeription clofed, and
his accidental meeting with Mr. Hill at

Will's coffee- houfe, as related in his De-
fence, are fictions of the inventive imagi-

n ation of a man who appears to be capable

of faying any tiling, where he thinks he

fhall not be traced.'' Full conization of

Mr. Bower, p. OS.— In reply to which Mr.
Bower fays, ' It might be St Catherine's

Coleman, Fenchurch-ftreet, or any other;

that the point of importance was, that he
meant to ftfbfcribe to a church, though his

memory at fuch a diftance of time might
m.ltake the particular one." Mr. Bower's

Reply to the full confutation, p. 31.
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my money that way. That this was my intention, Mr. Norris,

eldeft fon to the late fir John Norris, with whom I advifed about

it at the time, (till remembers, and is ready if required to de-

clare. But I came too late, and found the fubfcription was
clofed. This difappointment I mentioned to Mr. Mill, whom I

accidentally met in Will's coffee-houfe, near the Royal Ex-
change ; and upon his offering me the fame intereft that was
given by the truftees of the above-mentioned church, the bar-

gain was concluded in a few meetings, and the fum of nool.
transferred, Augult 21, i74i,notto Mr.Shirburri/as is faidin the

letter from Flanders, p. 64, but to Mr. Wright, Mr. Hill's banker,

as appears from the booksof theOld South Sea annuities. Mr.Hill

was a jefuit, but tranfa&ed money matters as an attorney, and
was in that way a very noted man, bore the character of a fair

dealer, and dealt very largely in affairs of that nature with pro-

tectants as well as with papiits. It was with him I immediately-

dealt ; as is manifeft from the orders on his banker or cafhier,

Mr. Wright, in p. 72 of the libel, which were all figned by him,

and by nobody elfe j and he paid me fo punctually, that fome
time after I added 250 1. to the fum already in his hands, and
received for the whole 94 1. 10s. a year. I afterwards refolved

to marry \ and it was chiefly upon that consideration, though
not upon that alone, 1 applied to Mr. Hill to know upon what
terms he would return me the capital. The terms he propofed

were as eafy as I could expect. : for he agreed at once to repay

it, only deducting what I had received over and above the com-
mon intereft of four per cent, during the time it had been in

his hands; and he did fo accordingly, as foon as he conveniently

could. Thus did this money tranfaction begin with Mr. Hill,

was carried on by Mr. Hill, and with Mr. Hill did it end."

The account of this tranfaction given by his opponents is ma-
terially different. By them it is afferted, that after a time he
wiftied to return into the arms of the church he had renounced,
and therefore, in order to recommend himfelf to his fuperiors,

he had recourie to a method which he thought would effectually

prove his fincerity towards diem. He propofed to father Shir-

burn, then provincial in England, to give up to him, as repre-

fentative of the fociety, the money he then porTefled, on con-
dition of being paid for it, during his life, an annuity at the rate

of feveu per cent. This offer was accepted ; and on the 2 ill o£

Augull 174', he paid to father Shirburn iiool. ; and on the
27th of February 174 1-2, he paid to the fame perfon 150I.

more upon the fame conditions. Nor did his confidence reft

here ; for, on the 6th of Auguft 1743, he added another 100 1.

to the above fums, now augmented to 1350I. when the feveral

annuities were reduced into one, amounting to 94 1. 10s. for

which
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which a bond was given [f]. This negotiation had the wifhed

efFe£t j and our author was re-admitted in a formal manner into

the order of Jefus, at London, about the end of the year 1744 or

beginning of the year 1745 [g].

It feems difficult to aflign a fufficient reafon why, after having

been re-admitted to the order, he mould again grow difiatisfied

with his fituation j though fome conjectures have been offered

to account for it Th]. Certain it is, however, he once more de-

termined to break with the jefuits, and obtain his money again.

To accompiifh this point, he engaged in the correfpondence

which afterwards was fo much canvaffed. It an fwered, however,

his purpofe; and he received his money back from the borrowers

on the 20th of June 1747.

The fuccefs [1] of the Univerfal Hiftory in its firft edition,

encouraged the proprietors to venture on a fecond ; and they

had recourfe, unluckily far themfelves [kJ and the credit of the

work, to the aid of Mr. Bower, to revife and correct, it. For this

fervice he received the ium of 300 1. though it is afferted he did

very little to the work ; and that even upon collating the two
editions, fo far as Mr. Sale wrote, where he profeffed to have

done much, it appeared he had not made a fingle alteration, only

fubflituted in a few places the hebrew chronology in the room
of the famaritan [l].

Being thus difengaged from his literary employment, though

he had not then received back his money from the jefuits, he

on the 25th of March 1747, put forth the propofals [m] for his

hiftory of the popes; a work which, he fays, he undertook fome
years fince at Rome, and then brought it down to the pontificate

of Victor, that is, to the tlofe of the fecond century. In the

execution of this work at that period he profeiTes to have re-

ceived the firft unfavourable fentiments of the pope's fupremacy.

On the 13th May 1748, he prefented to the king the firft vo-

lume ; and on the death of Mr. Say, keeper of queen Caroline's

f p] Six letters from A. Bower, p. 64. as he accordingly did, to their no fmall mor-

Fgj Ibid. p. 74. tirication, as v.ell as hurt to themfelves and

J"
h] Ihid. p. 34. to the work. I might add, that as he was

[1] Bower's Anftver to a fcurrilous and owned himfclf quite unacquainted with

pamphlet, p- 40. the eaftcrn languages, he was the mod un»

[it J
" With refpecf. to the management qualified for feveral parts that fell to his lot

•f ihe partners about this fecond edition, of any; and if care had not been taken,

they 'were guilty of two fatal errors : the would have committed fuch miftakes in

fiift in committing fo great a fh.ne of the the very frelling of the proper names, as

work, as well as the rcvif.,1 of the whole, would quite have discredited it." Plalma-

to a man who they had all reafon to believe naazar's Life, p. 3:9. See alio p. 32"1
.

aimed chiefly at gain and difpatch ; and to [ l] Full confutation, p. 5 1

.

agiee with hiin by the lump, as they did, [m
|
See a copy of them at the end of

whijh would only prove a temptation to his Affidavit, p. 40.

him to hurry itoft'as (aft as he could ; and

librarr
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library (10th of September), one of his friends (Mr. Lyrtelton,

afterwards lord Lytrelton) applied to Mr. Pelham for that

place for him, and obtained it[NJ. The next year, 1749,
on the 4th of Auguft, he married a niece of biihop Nichol-

fon, and daughter of a clergyman of the church of England, a
younger fon of a gentleman's family in Weftmoreland, who had
a fortune of 4000 1. fterlirg, and then had a child by a former
hufband ; which child he afterwards depofed on oath was no
way injured by his marriage [oj. He had been engaged in a

treaty of marriage, which did not take effect, in the year 1745 [p].

In the year 1751, the fecond volume of the Hiltory of the popes
made its appearance [qj.

In the fame year, 1751, Mr. Bower publifhed by way of fup-

plement to his fecond volume, feventeen fheets, which were de-

livered to his fubfcribers gratis ; and about the latter end of 1753
he produced a third volume, which brought down his hiltory to

the death of pope Stephen, in 757.
His conftant friend Mr. Lytteiton, at this time become a ba-

ronet, in April 1754 appointed him clerk of the buck warrants,

inftead of Henry Read, efq. who held that place under the earl

of Lincoln. This office was probably of no great emolument.
His appointment to it, however, ferves to (hew the credit he was
in with his patron [ rJ.

It was in this year the fir ft ferious attack was made upon him
on account of his Hiftory of the popes, in a pamphlet printed at

Douay, intituled, Remarks on the two firft volumes of the late

Lives of the popes. In letters from a gentleman to a friend in

the country, 8vo; and written, as Mr. Bower afferted, by a popifh

prieft, Butler, one of the mod active and dangerous emifiaries of
Rome in this kingdom [s].

His correfpondence with the jefuits at lafl came to light ; and
falling into the hands of a perfon who poffeffed both the fagacity

to difcover, and the induftry to purfne and drag to public no-
tice the practices of our hiltorian, the warfare began in the year

1756, and ended in the total dilgrace of Mr. Bower. After a,

careful perufal of the controverfy, a lift of which is here added
in a note, we are compelled to believe that our author (who,
{hocking as it may be to obferve, made an affidavit, denying the
authenticity of letters we think fully proved) was clearly con-
victed of the material charges alleged againft him. He repelled

the attack, however, made on him with great fpirit ; and conti-

[n] Second part of Bower's Anfwer, [r] See alfo in lord Lytteiton 's Works,
p. ti. vol. iii. p. 331, two letters to Mr. Bo'.ver

[o] Mr. Bower's Affidavit, p. 32. deicribing a journey into Wales.

[pj Anfwer to a fcunilous pamphlet, [s] Anfwer to a fcurrilous pamphlet,

:9- P- 4i-
[i^j Six letters from Arch, Bower, p. 9.

nued
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nued to affert his innocence, and to charge his enemies with foul

practices, long after his Hiftory of the popes, as well as his own
Veracity, had fallen into contempt. We find, in the courfe of
this controverfy, he ran fome hazard of being brought on the

ftage by Mr. Garrick, on account of the manner in which he
mentioned that incomparable actor and his lady in one of his

works [t].

From this period his whole time feems to have been fpent in

ineffectual attacks upon his enemies, and equally vain efforts to

recover the reputation of himfelf and his Hiftory of the popes }

which points he purfued with great fpirit, confidering the age to

which he had fhen attained. Before the controverfy had ended
he publifhed his fourth volume ; and in 1757 an abridgment of

the firft four volumes of his work was publifhed in french at

Amflerdam. In 1761 he feems to have affifled the author of

Authentic memoirs concerning the portuguefe inquifition, in a

feries of letters to a friend, 8vo ; and about the fame time pro-

duced the fifth volume of his Hiftory of the popes. To this

volume he annexed a fummary view of the controverfy between
himfelf and the papifts, in 180 pages; a performance which,

from the virulence of his abufe, was more calculated to inrmrefs

f t] This was in his Summary view of

the controverfy between the papifts and the

author, 4to, p. i 68 ; wherein, after taking

notice of an obfervation of his antagonift,

that he had not ventured of late tovifuthe

gentleman and lady mentioned in one of

the pamphlets publifhed againft him, he re-

plies, "Now, that foreigners, and they who
live at a diftance from London, may not

think that I dare not (hew my face at the

houfe of any real gentleman or real lady

where 1 was once honoured with admit-

tance, I beg leave to inform them who the

gentleman and lady are. The gentleman,

then, is Mr. Garrick, an ador who now
ads upon the. ftage. The lady is his wife,

Mrs. Garrick, alias Violetti, who within

thefe few years danced upon the ftage. To
<lo them juftice, they are both e ninent in

their way. The gentleman, though no

Rofcius, is as well known and admired for

his ading as the lady for her dancing ; and

the lady was as well kn •wn and admired

for her dancing as the gentleman is for his

ading ; and they are in that fenfe par no-

bile."—"This contemptuous notice," as

Mr. Davies obferves, " alarmed the fpirits

and fired the refentment of our manager;

he determined to make an example of the

impoftor, and to bring his character upon

the ftage. But as lord Lyttelton had ho-

noured" him with hjs friendfhip, and his

lordfhip had, nctwithftanding all that

had been faid and written againft Bower,
continued to countenance and protect him,
he thought it an ad of decency to acquaint

his lordfhip with his intention. Mr. Gar-
rick read his own letter to me, as well a»

his lordfhip' s anfwer. The firft contained

complaints of Bower's ill behaviour to Mr.
Garrick ; his refolution to write a farce,

with a fhort outline of it, in which Bower
was to be introduced on the ftage as a mock
convert, and to be (hewn in a variety of at-

titudes, in which the profligacy of his cha-

rader was to be expofed. However, he fub-

mitted the matter to his lordfhip, and de-

clared, that he lhould not proceed a ftep in

his intended refentment without his per-

miffion. The anfwer, I remember per-

fedly well, was comprifed in very conde-

fcending and polite terms : but, at the fame
time, he declined the countenancing an at-

tempt which would be attended, perhaps,

with fome little unealinefs to himfelf. He
expreffed himfelf in the moft obliging and
friendly terms to Mr. Garrick; and, as far

as I can recoiled, recommended the fup.

prefiing his intended chaftifement of Bow.
er." Life of Garrick, vol. i. p. 272. Mr.
Davies adds, that " Mr. Garrick, in con-

feqtience of lord Lyttelton's letter, gave up
all further thoughts of introducing Bovver

to the public."

the
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the reader with the conviction of his guilt, than to afford any fa-

tisfaction of his innocence.

Whetherthrough the neglect of the work by the public, or his age,

declining abilities, or to whatever-other caufe it is to be afcribcd,

the remainder of his hiftory did not make its appearance until

juit before the author's death, when the fixth and feventh vo-

lumes were publiihed together, and thefe in fo hafty and flo-

venly a manner, that the whole period from 1600 to 1758 was
comprehended in twenty-fix pages.—He died on the 2d Sep-
tember 1 766, at the age of 80 years. By his will, made on the 1 h>

of Auguft 1749, which does not contain, as might be expected,

any declaration of his religious principles [u], he bequeathed all

his property to his wife, who, fome time after his death, attefted>

his having died in the proteftant faith [x] [yJ.

BOWLS

f u ] This is the more remarkable, as it

was very much the practice of the limes,

and as from the peculiarity of Mr. Bavver's

fituation it feems to have been particularly

incumbent on him, on that folemn occa-

fton, to have given the world that fatif-

faetion. In his Anfwer to Bower and Til.

lemont compared, p. 3, he fays he was

married 2Cth Auguft 1749. From the date

of his will it appears he W3S married earlier

than Auguft.

[x] This we remember to have feen,

if we can truft to our memory, in the Lon-

don Chronicle.

[y] The following is a lift of the pieces

publiihed in conference of the Hiftory of

the popes : 1. A dialogue between Archi-

bald and Timothy ; or, fome obfervations

upon the dedication and preface to the Hif-

torv of the popes, &c. 8vo. J748. 2. A
faithful account of Mr. A. B r's mo-
tives for leaving his office of lecretary, &c.

8vo. 17 5°- 3. Remarks on the two firft

volumes of the late Lives of the popes. In

letters from a gentleman to a friend in the

country. Douay, 8vo. 1754. 4. Six letters

from A d B r to father Sheldon,

provincial of the jefuits in England. Illuf-

trated with feveral remarkable facts, tend-

ing to afcertain the authenticity of the faid

letters, and the true character of the writer.

1 8vo. 1756. c;. Mr. Archibald Bower's

affidavit in anfwer to the falfe accufattons

brought againft him by the papifts, &c. 8vo.

17^). 6. Bower vindicated from the falfe

infmuations and accufations of the papifts.

With a (hort account of his character, &c.

By 4 country neighbour. >Jvo. 1756. 7. Mr.
Bower's anfwer to a fcurrilous pamphlet
intituled Six letters, &c. Parti. 8vo. 1757.
8. Bower and 1 illemont compared; or,

tiie firft volume of the pretended original

and proteftant Hiftory of the popes fhevvr»

to be chiefly a tranllation from a popifh.

one, &q. 8vo. 1757. 9. Mr. Bower's an-
f.ver to a new charge brought againft him,

in a lihel intituled Bower and Tillemont
compared. Svo. 1757. 10. The feconi
part ot Mr Bower's anfwer to a fcurriious

pamphlet, &c. Svo. 1757. II. A full con«
iutation of all the facts advanced in Mr.
Bower's three defences, Sec. Svo. 1757,
12. Mr. Bower's reply to a (currilous libel,

intituled A full confutation, &c. Svo. 1757.
i 3. A complete and final detection ofArch.
Bovver, &fc. Svo. 1758. 14. One very re-
markable fact more 1 elating to the conduft
of the jefuits, &c. By Mr. Bower. 8vo.

175^- 15. Some very remarkable fact*

lately difcovered, relating to the conduct
ot the jefuits with regard to Mr. Bower,
which will greatly contribute to unravel the
myrtery of that affair, &c. By the rev.

JohnCorpe, rector of Way ford, Somerfet,
8vo. 1758. 16. Bovver detected as an hif-i.

torian, or his many effential omiifions, and
more effential perverfionsof facta in favour
of popery demonftrated, by comparing the
three volumes of his Hiftory with the firft

volume of the french Hiftory of the popejj

now tranflating. By the rev. Temple Henry
Croker.8vo. 1758. 17. Mr. A d'smoi
tives for renouncing the popifh and re-em-
bracing the proteftant religion, in which he
was educated, with feveral frefh inftancea

ot the unchriftian principles of the papifts

in general, and the jefuits in particular.

8vo. 175S. 18. A letter to Mr. A 4
concerning his motives for renouncing the
popifh and re-embracing the proteftant re-

ligion. Svo. 1758. 19. 9ummary view
of the contioverfy between the papifts and
the author. 4to. 1761. 20. A brief re-

futation of the principal charges brought

againft
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BOWLE (JoHn), rector of Idrninfton near Salifbufy, was
born the 26th October 1725, and Was defcended from Dr. John
Bowie bifhop of Rochefter in the laft century, was of Oriel col-

lege Oxon, Avhere he took the degree of M. A. the 6th July
1750. He had the honour to be one of the firft detectors of"

Lauder's forgeries, and according to Dr. Douglas's account had
the jufteft claim to be confidered as the original detector oi' that

ungenerous critic. He was the author of a Letter to Dr. Percy,

and editor of Don Quixote in fpanifh ; and of Marftcn's Satires

and fome old poetry in englifh. He died 061. 26, 1788, having
that day completed his 63d year.

BOWYER William) [zj, a very learned englifh printer,

was born in White Friars, London, Dec. 17, 1699. His father

was a printer of eminence; and his maternal grandfather Icabod
Dawks, was employed in printing the polyglott bible by Walton,
from 1652 to 16^7. He was placed for grammatical education

under Mr. Ambrofe Bonwicke, who was elected matter of Mer-
chant Taylors fchool in 1 686, but had been turned out, in 1691,
for refufmg to take the oaths of allegiance. June 17 16, he was
admitted of St. John's college, Cambridge ; where he continued
till June 1722. Here'he formed an intimacy with Mr. Markland
and Mr Clarke of Chichefter, and maintained a correfpondence
with them as long as he lived. Soon after leaving college, he
entered into the printing bufinefs with his father ; and one of

the firft books which came out under his correction, was the edi-

tion of Selden's works by Wilkins, in 3 vols, folio. This was
begun in 1722, and finifhed in 1726 ; and his great attention to

it appeared in his drawing up an epitome of the piece De Sy-
nedriis, as he read the proof-iheets. In 1 727, the learned world
were indebted to him for an admirable fketch of William Bax-
ter's gloflary of the roman antiquities. The fketch was called

A view of a book intituled Reliquiae Baxteriana?, in a letter to a

friend : and it recommended him highly to Dr. William Wotton
and the antiquaries. This, and the little piece juft mentioned,
with many other fugitive tracts, have been publifhed in a volume
of his Miscellaneous tracts, 1784, 4to.

October 1728, he married; but loft his wife in 1 73 1 : he had
two fons by her, one of whom died an infant, the other lurvived

him. In 17.29, through the friendfhip of the fpeaker Onflow,
he was appointed printer of the votes of the houfe of commons ;

an office which he held, through three fucceffive fpeakers, for

nearly fifty years. In 1736, he was admitted into the fociety of

againft Mr. Bower by bis enemies, extract- letters to father Sheldon proved to be tor-

ed from the Summary view. 4.C0. 2r. The geries by the teftimony of a profeffed je-

reverend detector; or, the dilguiieJ jefuit fuit- 4to.

detected, or proved out of his own mouth a [zj Anecdotes, by Nichols.

liar and a Handler. 4tc. zi. The Seven

antiquaries 5
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antiquaries; whofe meetings he regularly attended, and to which

he was a great benefactor in the double capacity of a printer and

a member: in the latter, by communicating to them matters of

utility and curiofity. It is not within our plan to mention all

the little publications of our learned printer, and ftill lefs the

prefaces, notes, and other additions, which he made to the works

of others : they who are furiher curious about him may have

recourfe to the Biographia Britannica, or to his life as publifhed

by Mr. Nichols. We mall notice, however, the moil ftriking

particulars of him, both as an author and as a printer. In 1742,

he printed the additional book of Pope's Dunciad; and received,

on this occ^fion, teftimonies of regard both from the poet and

his commentator Warburton. He had a long apparent friend-

fhip with the latter ; but this, like many other long friendfhips,

ended at length with jealous funxiifes, fplenetic bickerings,

and with that cold efteemj which people, who are grown mutu-

ally difagreeable, content themfelves with expreffing towards

each other.

In 1750 he publifhed Kufter's treatife De vero ufu vevborutn

mediorum, with a prefatory diflertation and notes; a new edition

of which, with additions, appeared in 1773, 12 mo. In 1751,

Montefquieu's Reflections on the rife and fall of the roman em-
pire, with a long preface and notes ; a new edition of which ap-

peared in 1759- Likewife, in 175 1, the firft tranflation of Rouf-

feau's paradoxical oration upon the inequality of mankind, which
gained the prize at the academy of Dijon, and which firft an-

nounced that wild and fingular genius to the public. In 1761
he was appointed printer to the royal fociety. In 1763, came
out what may be called his capital work : Novum Teftamentum
Grsecum, ad fidem gr2ecorum folum codicum MS. nunc primuttl

impreffum, adftipulante Joanne Jacobo Wetftehio, juxta fee-

tiones Jo. Alberti Bengelii divifum, et nova interpretatione

fsepius illuftratum. Acceffere in altero volumine emendationes

conjecturales virorum dbctorum undectmque collects:, 2 VOL
i2mo. This fold with great rapidity, which fome imputed to

the notes being in englifh. They have been deemed, however, a

very valuable addition to the new Teftament ; and were repub-

lifhed in a feparate volume 8vo. in 1772 ; and we can with plea-

fure add, that a new and correct edition of this greek Teftament,
with the Conjectures (confiderably improved from the margin
of Mr. Markland's Teftament, and by new communications
from bifhop Barrington, profefTor Michaelis, Mr. Stephen VVef-

ton, Dr. Goflet, and other literati), has been publifhed by Mr,
Nichols, in 1782 and 1783, under the infpection of the learned

Dr. Owen, whole own notes form no inconfiderable part of the

publication.

In 1766 he engaged in a partnerfhip with Mr, Nichols, who
Vol. II. N n had
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had been trained by him to the profeflion, and had affifled him
many years in the management of bufmefs This enable-d Mr.
Bowyer, who was growing an invalid, to withdraw in fome de-

cree from too clofe an application •, and did alfo no inconsider-

able fervice to the public, by bringing forward a perfon, who,

from his zeal for the eaufe of letters, and his abilities to pro-

mote it, is juftly deemed a very fit fucceffor to his learned friend

and partner. In i 766 he wrote a larin preface to Joannis Har-

duini, jefuitre, ad cenfuram fcriptorum veterum prolegomena ;

In which he gives an account of that work, and of the manner

in which it has been preferved. The remarks of Mr. de Mi fly,

a very learned and accurate man, were publifhed about the fame

time, in a latin letter, addrefled to Mr Bowyer. In 1767 he was

appointed to print the journals of the houie of lords, and the

rolls of parliament. In 1771 he loit a fecond wife, aged 70,

whom he had married in 1747. In 1774 was publifhed, the

Origin of Printing. In two eflays. i.The fubltance of Dr. Mid-

dleton's diflertatvon on the origin of printing in England. 2. Meer-

man's account of the art at Haerlem, and its progrefs toMentz,

with occafional remarks, and an appendix. The original idea of

this ufeful work was Bowyer's; but it was completed by Mr.

Nichols. In 1777, he clofed his literary career with a new edi-

tion of Bentley's differtation on the epiftlea of Phalaris, 8vo. with

additional notes and remarks of others.

He died, Nov. 18,1777, after having been afflicted, the laft

ten years of his life, with the palfy and the ftone. He certainly

flood unrivalled, for more than half a century, as a learned

printer, of which his own publications are an inconteitable

proof: and to his literary and profeffional abilities he added an

excellent moral character. He was a man of the ftricteft probity,

and alfo of the greateft liberality •, particularly in relieving the

• neceffitous, and addling every fpecies of diftrefs. Many minute

particulars of him, that do not come within our plan, may be

feen in the Anecdotes of his life. Some extracts from his Will,

however, . (hall be annexed, as an indifpenfable tribute to his

memory [a!.

BOYD

[a] After a libera! provifion for his Ion, brewer, and to his fifter, fifty pounds each.

among other legacies are ihefe : " 1 like- 1 give and bequeath to my relation Mr.

wife give to my fon all my plate ; except Thomas Linley and his wite one thoufand

the fmall filver cup which was given to pounds four per cent, confolidated annui-

my father fatter his lofs by fire) by Mrs. ties, to be transferred to them, or to the

James, and which I give to the Company furvivor of them ; and which I hope they

of Stationers in Lofidon, hoping they will will take care to fettle, at their deaths,

preferve it as a memorial. Having com- for the benefit of their fon and daughter.

mined my body to the earth, I would tef- I give to the two fans and one daughter of

tify my duty and gratitude to my few re- the late reverend Mr. Maurice of Gothen-

lations and numerous benefactors after my burgh in Sweden, who married the only

father's lofs by fire. 1 give and bequeath daughter.of Mr. Richard Williamfon, book-

tu »ny coulin Scott lately of Weftminfter, fellor (in return for her father's friendfhip

to
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BOYD (Robert, M. A.), was born at Trochrig, in the fhire

of Renfrew, 1573, where his family had for fome centuries pof-

fefled

to mine), one thoufand pounds four per

cent, confolidated annuities, to be divid-

ed equally between them. Among my fa-

ther's numerous benefactors, there is not,

that I can hear of, one alive : to federal

of them I made an acknowledgement. But

one refpedtable body 1 am ilill indebted

to, the univerfity of Cambridge $ to whom
1 give, or rather reftore, the fum of fifty

pounds, in return for the donation of forty

pounds made to my father at the motion
of the learned and pious mailer of faint

John's college, doctor Robert jenkin : to

a nephew of his I have already given an-

other fifty pounds, as appears by his re-

ceipt of the thirty-full of May, one thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy. The be-

nefactions which my father received from
Oxford I can only repay with gratitude

;

as he received them, hot from the uni-

verfity as a body, but from particular

members. I give thirty pounds to the dean
and chapter of Canterbury, in gratitude for

the kindnefs of the worthy doctor Stan-

hope (fomelime dean of Canterbury) to mv
father; the remembrance of which amongft
the proprietors of his works I have long

out-lived, as I have experienced by not

being employed to print them : The like

I might fay of the works of Mr. Nelfon,

another refpectable friend and patron of

my father's, and of many others. I give

to doctor Wiiliam Heberdeu my little ca-

binet of coin 1
;, with Hickes's Thefaurus,

Triftan, and the odd volume, Spanheim's

Numifmata, Harduin's Opera SeleCta, in

folio, Nummi Populorum et Urbium, in

quarto, and any other of my books he

choofes to accept : To the reverend doctor

Henry Owen, fuch of my hebrew books,

and critical books on the New Teftament,

as he pleafes to take : To Richard Cough,
efquire, in like manner, my books on to-

pographical fubjects : To Mr. John Nfi-

choh, all books that relate to Cicero, Livy,

and the roman hiilory, particularly the
*• Cenotaphia" of Noris and Pighius, my
grammars and dictionaries, with Swift's

and Pope's works : To my fon, whatever

books (not defcribed above) he thinks pro-

per to take.—And now I hope 1 may be

allowed to leave fomewhat for the benefit

of printing. To this end, I give to the

mailer and keepers or wardens and com-
monalty or-the myllery or art of a llationer

of the city ot London, fuch a fum of money
as will purchale two thoufand pounds three

per cent, reduced Bank annuities, upon
Jruilj to pay the dividends and yearly pro-

N

duce thereof, to be divided for ever equal*

ly amongft three printers, compofitors or

prefTmen, to be elected from time to time

by the mailer, wardens, and alliftants, of

the faid company, and who at the time of

fuch election fhall be fifty-three years old

or upwards, for their refpeCtive lives, t»

be paid half-yearly; hoping that fuch as

lhall be mod deferving will be preferred.

And whereas 1 have herein before given

to my fon the fum ot three thoufand pounds

four per cent, confolidated annuities, in

cafe he marries with the confent of my
executors : Now, I do hereby give and be-

queath the dividends and intereft of that

fum, till fuch marriage take place, to the

faid company of llatior;ers, to be divided

equally between fix other printers, com-
pofitors or prefTmen, as afoiefaid, in man-
ner as aforefaid ; and, if my faid foil (hail

die unmarried, or married without fuch

confent as aforefaid. then I give and be-

queath the faid capital fum of three thou-

fand pounds to the faid company of Sta-

tioners, the dividends and yearly produce

thereof to be divided for ever equally

amongft fix other fuch old printers, com-
petitors or preffmen, lor their refpective

lives, to be qualified, chofen, and paid

in manner as aforefaid. It has long

been to me mailer of concern, that fuch

numbers are put apprentices as compofi-

tors without any (hare of fehool-ieaming,

who ought to have the greateft : in hopes

of remedying this, I give and bequeath to

the faid company of flauonefs fuch a fum
of money as will purch'afe one thoufand

pounds three per cent, reduced bank an-

nuities, for the ule of one journeymaa
compofitor, fuch as lhall hereafter be de-

fcribed ; with this fpecial trull, that the

matter, wardens and afliftants, fhall pay
the dividends and produce thereof half-

yearly to fuch compofitor : The faid maf-
ter, wardens, and afTntants of the faid

company, fhall nominate for this purpofe.

a compofitor who is a man of good life

and converfation, who (hall ulually fre-

quent fome place of public wovfhip every
Sunday unlefs prevented by ficknefs, and
fhall not have worked on a newfpaper or

magazine for four years at leaft before

fuch nomination, nor fhall ever afterwards

whilft he holds this annuity, which may
be for life, if he continues a journeyman :

He fhall be able to read and conflrue latin,

and at lead to read greek fluently with ac-

cents : of which he (hall bring a teftimo-<

nial from the rector of St. Martin's Lud-
n 2 gats
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feffecl a landed eftateof confiderable value. He received His edu-

cation in the univerfity of Samur in France, where he made
great proficiency in learning, and became one of the paftors in

a proteftant congregation. The fame of his literary merits at-

tracted the notice of king James I. who fent for him, and ap-

pointed him principal of the univerfity, with a view of reconciling

the young clergy to the epifcopal form of church government.
But Boyd was ltrongly attached to the puritans, fo that he foon

left the place of principal, and accepted of the parifh of Trochrig,

of which he was patron. He was much efteemed' among the

prefbyterians for the faithful difeharge of his duty ; and his

commentary on the epiftle to the Ephefiansj written1 in elegant

latin, fhews him to have been well acquainted with the whole
body of divinity. He died at Trochrig 1629, aged 56.

BOYD (Mark Alexander [b]), an ingenious and accom-
plifhed Scotchman, was defcended from an antient family of

that name, and born in Galloway 1562. His uncle, an archbilhop

of Glafgow, had the care of his education, and put him under

two grammarians at Glafgow; but, being of an high and in-

tractable fpirit, he quarrelled and fought with his mailers, burnt

his books in a padion, and fwore that he renounced learning for

ever. He went, a youth, to court, in hopes of pufhing an in-

tereft there ; but, not fucceeding, his friends perfuaded hi fti to

travel abroad ; and, by way of abating the fervor and impe-

tuofity of his fpirit, to engage in the wars, of the United Pro-
•

1 :s. He him felf, however-, preferred: thofe of France; and

went to Paris, with a fmall ftcck of money, which he quickly

loft by gaming. This event Teems to have brought him to re-

flection
v
and he now determined to apply himfelf to literature.

What he propofed to excel in, was the knowledge of the law;

for which reafon he attended the lectures of Cujacius, the prin-

cipal civilian of the age. He recommended himfelf greatl-y to

Cujacius, by adopting that civilian's talte in latin poetry; and to

this circumftance was owing his application to latin poetry,

which he afterwards' cultivated with fo much iuccefs. After

gate for the -ime being : I could wiflb that flu!! exafl'y anfwer the above defeription,

he fhall have been brought up piotilly and and it may at fome times happen that

virtuoufly, ii it be poffible, at Merchant fuch a one cannot be found; I would have

Taylors, or feme other public fehool, from the dividends in the mean time applied to

feven years of age til! he is lull feventeen, fuch perfon a^ the mailer, wardens, and

^nJ then to l'crve feven years faithfully as affif.ants, fhall think approaches nearelt to

a compofitor, and work feven years more what I have defcribed. And whereas the

vis a journeyman, as I would not -have a'aovc trufts will occaiion fome trouble ; I

this annuity beftowed on any one under give to the fa;d company, in cafe thev.

thirty-one years 'of age : If after he is think proger ti> accept the truffs, two
chofen he fhould behave ill, lei liim be hundred and. fifty pounds. " Itisalmotfc

famed out, and another be chofen in h.is fuperfluous to add, that the trutt was ac-'

3<ad. And whereas it may be man) years copied, and is properly executed,

before a competitor m«v tr found that [bJ Bicg. Br:;, id edit.

many
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many adventures abroad, he returned to Scotland, where he foon

-died of a (low fever, 1601, in his 39th year.

He left fome MSS behind him, which have not been printed.

His Epiftolx Heroidum, and his Hymni, were inferted in the

Delicise Poetarum Scotorum, printed at Amiterdam, in 2 vols.

i2mo. in 1637 ; and a great character has been given of them
by feveral authors fc]. An ingenious biographer afierts, that

Boyd is not mentioned by any englifh writer [d]j but he is

miltaken : b.ifhop Tanner has made a fhort article of him, and
informs us, tha>t, befides epillles and hymns, he publifhed two
books of Epigrams. Boyd infcribed his Epiftolre to James VI. of

Scotland, or James I. of England, whom he reprefents as fuperior

to Pallas in wifdom, and Mars in arms.

BOYER (Abel), a well-known gloffographer and hiftorio-

grapher, was born at Cadres in France in 1664. Upon the re-

vocation of the edi£l of Nantz, he went to Geneva, and from
thence to Franeker, where he finifhed his ftudies. Afterwards

he came over to England, where he fpent his whole life, and
•died at Chelfea in November 1729. The work he is chiefly

Jknown by, is a very excellent french and englifh, and englifh

and french dictionary ; drawn up originally for the ufe of the

duke of Glouceiter. It was firft printed at London 1699, 4to :,

and the fourth, that is, the laft edition of it in England, for it

was printed alio abroad, is that of 1752. He wrote alfo a french

grammar in englifh [e] •, which ftii.l retains its rank in our

fchools ; for it is remarkable, that he attained the knowledge of

the englifh language to as much perfection, as if it had been the

language of his native country. As an hiitoriographer, he was
the author of The political ftate of Great Britain, and ! he hif-

tory of king William and queen Mary. But in this character he

ig not fo refpectable as in the former.

BOYER (Claude), of the french academy, was born at Aibv
in 16 1 8. He came young to Paris, where he cultivated his ta-

lent for eloquence. But, having preached with fmall fuccefs,

he quitted the pulpit for the ftage. He had been declaiming

againft the theatre, and now devoted hirnfelf to it for life, always
•iatisfied with himfelf, but feldom with the public. Born with an
imagination which fubmitted to no reftraint, he made choice of

•fubjeits ftrangely complicated, and equivocal heioes who had
no character whatever. Aiming always at the fublime, where
the fimplicity of nature Mas required, he fell into a ftraiu of

bombaft, unintelligible perhaps to himfelf. He is the author of
two-and-twenty dramatical pieces, full of fuftian, and conducted
without any knowledge of the drama. His Judith had a tran-

[c] UifTertat. Academ. Je Fo.nis. [e] A 2jth edition was publifhed in

granger's Biogr. Hilt of England, 1734.

v. i. p 266, ud edit.

N n 2 font



550 BOYER.
fient fuccefs. The epigram it produced from Racine is generally

known. " Je pleure, helas ! pour ce pauvre Holopherne, fi me-
chamment mis a mort par Judith." This piece, applauded dur-

ing a whole Lent, washiffed off the ftage in the Eafter holidays.

Champmeffe, afking the reafon of the rkklenefs of the pit, was
anfwered, that the hitters had been at Verfailles at the fevmons

of the abbe Boileau. Boyer, at length difheartened by this con-

ftant run of ill-fuccefs, brought out his tragedy of Agamemnon
under a borrowed name. Racine, his. grand tormentor, ap-

plauded the piece. Boyer could not refrain from crying out in

the pit. " It is however Boyer's, in fpite of Monf. de Racine."

This tranfport coft him dear : his tragedy was hified at the next

performance. He died at Paris, July 22, 1698, aged 80.

BOYER (John Baptist Nicholas), chevalier of the order

of St. Michael, and phyfician in ordinary to the french king, was
born Aug. 5, 1693, at IVlarfeilles. The plague, which committed

fuch havoc in that city in 1720, gave him an opportunity of dif-

playing his zeal and his talents, befides procuring him a penfion

on the royal treafury. He feveral times afterwards left Paris, to

go to Spain, to Germany, and into various provinces of France,

to employ his ability in the treatment of contagious or defperate

difeafes ; in which he was furprifingly fuccefsful. He gave a

new edition of the Codex medicamentarius, feu Pharmacopoeia

parifienfis, 4to. a very ufeful and well digefted work. He died}

at Paris, April, 2, 1768, at the age of 75.

INDEX.
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